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CURIOUSLY QUICK ACTION

HC judge Muralidhar shifted
hours after criticising police 
Centre calls it ‘routine', ‘shameful' says Congress
PNS n NEW DELHI

A row erupted on Thursday
over the timing of the transfer
of Delhi High Court judge
Justice S Muralidhar, who had
slammed the police for not reg-
istering a case against three BJP
leaders for their alleged hate
speeches, as the Congress said
the "midnight" notification
was "shameful" and the Centre
accused the opposition party of
politicising a "routine" shift.

The Union Law Ministry on
Wednesday night issued three
separate notifications for the
transfer of Justice Muralidhar
and two other judges--Justice
Ranjit Vasantrao More of the
Bombay High Court and
Justice Ravi Vijay Kumar
Malimath of the Karnataka

High Court. Justice Muralidhar
was transferred to the Punjab
and Haryana High Court.

The notifications said
President Ram Nath Kovind
approved the transfers after
consulting the Chief Justice of
India.

They came on a day when a
bench headed by Justice
Muralidhar, the third senior-

most judge in the Delhi High
Court, expressed "anguish"
over Delhi Police's failure to
register FIRs against alleged
hate speeches by BJP leaders
Parvesh Verma, Kapil Mishra
and Anurag Thakur in connec-
tion with the protests against
the new Citizenship law.

Union Law Minister Ravi
Shankar Prasad said Justice

Muralidhar was transferred
on the recommendation of the
Supreme Court Collegium and
accused the opposition party of
politicising a routine transfer.

He added that a "well-settled
process" was followed in the
transfer.

At the BJP party briefing,
senior leader and union min-
ister Prakash Javadekar said the
transfer was in line with the
recommendation of the
Collegium. The recommenda-
tion was made on February 12.

The Congress alleged that
the transfer of Justice
Muralidhar was aimed at sav-
ing some BJP leaders in the
Delhi violence case and
exposed the government's
"intimidation and vendetta
politics" against the judiciary.
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The transfer came
on a day when a
bench headed by
the judge expressed
‘anguish’ over Delhi
Police's failure to
register FIRs
against BJP leaders

HM orders
suspension of
cop who
kicked man
PNS n HYDERABAD

The Telangana government
on Thursday decided to sus-
pend a police constable who
allegedly kicked a man who
was protesting over the death
of his 16-year-old daughter
near here. Taking a serious
view of the alleged kicking
incident, which has gone
viral, state Home Minister
Mohd Mahmood Ali direct-
ed the Sangareddy district
Superintendent of Police to
take action against the con-
stable.

An official release said the
minister ordered the SP to
initiate action suspending
the police constable(349), N
Sridhar who "manhandled"
the man.

Earlier, municipal admin-
istration minister and ruling
TRS working president K T
Rama Rao said he would
bring the matter to the notice
of the state Home Minister.

KCR’s gesture to
differently abled 
Sanctions pension, 2BHK unit 
PNS n HYDERABAD

In a gesture appreciated in var-
ious circles, Chief Minister K
Chandrashekhar Rao on
Thursday promptly went to
the rescue of a differently
abled senior citizen, who was
at the end of his tether, by
sanctioning him pension and
a 2BHK unit. 

While the Chief Minister
was returning from Toli
Chowki after attending a pri-
vate programme, he found an
aged, disabled person with a
memorandum in his hand.
The Chief Minister stopped
his convoy, got off from his car,
went to the person, and made
enquiries about his problem.

Chief Minister K Chandrasekhar Rao talking to Mohammed Salim, a differently abled
senior citizen, to whom he later sanctioned pension and a 2BHK unit on Thursday 

PNS n HYDERABAD

The Telangana High Court on
Thursday directed the State
Board of Intermediate
Education to submit a report
informing it about the number
of colleges to be closed for fail-
ure to fulfill the requirements
for affiliation. The High Court
directed the board to also
inform the court about the
number of colleges inspected
by the fire services department
of the state and the condition
of those colleges. 

A division bench of the
High Court passed this order
while dealing with a Public
Interest Litigation (PIL) plea
filed against certain unautho-
rised Intermediate colleges
being run by corporate educa-
tional institutions like Sri

Chaitanya and Narayana
groups. 

In its report submitted
before the HC, the
Intermediate board stated that
a total of 29,808 students are
studying in the unauthorised
Intermediate colleges and
added that the students would
suffer if the colleges were shut
down in the middle of the
ongoing academic year.  

Chandrababu Naidu detained at
Vizag Airport, sent back to Hyd
PNS n VISAKHAPATNAM

YSRCP activists on Thursday
scuttled TDP supremo N
Chandrababu Naidu's plans of
Praja Chaitanya Yatra in
Visakhapatnam district with
their strident protests. 

As announced by the party,
several YSRCP supporters
blockaded the TDP chief who
landed at the Vizag as part of his
yatra. This was Naidu's first visit
to Vizag after the city was pro-
posed by the YSRCP govern-
ment as the Executive Capital of
Andhra Pradesh.

A notice under Section 151
CrPC was served on Naidu and
he was taken into preventive
custody "because of his safety
and security", Vizag city Police
Commissioner Rajiv Kumar

Meena said. The Leader of the
Opposition was sent back into
the VIP lounge inside the air-

port here and from there onto
a plane to Amaravati. 

The unprecedented and

high-adrenaline political protest
at Vizag airport saw the YSRCP
activists laying down on the
road in front of the convoy
meant for Naidu to proceed
with his years, even as slogans
of 'Go back Babu' rent the air.

"He cooperated with us and
agreed to go to the VIP lounge
at the airport. Though we ini-
tially tried to allow him to go
ahead with his planned pro-
gramme, there were too many
number protesters and so we
decided to take him into pre-
ventive custody for his safety,"
Meena said.

Earlier, the convoy meant for
Naidu was held up for hours as
YSRCP cadres remained
adamant at not letting it enter
the airport.

TDP national president N Chandrababu Naidu squats on the ground in protest after
police stopped him from exiting the Vizag airport on Thursday. 

Industrialists caught between banks and TSiPASS
Investors set up units hoping to benefit from incentives 
L VENKAT RAM REDDY
n HYDERABAD

Several industrialists who had
set up their units in Telangana
in the hope of benefiting from
certain incentives promised by
the state government under
TS-iPASS are now a worried lot. 

For, in the absence of quick
reimbursement towards
promised incentives, their cash
flows have been affected and
they have defaulted on repay-
ment of loans.  They are now
getting notices from banks. 

The government owes Rs

2,362 crore incentives
to industries.  Of
this, Rs 1,862 crore
pertains to major
industries and
Rs 500 crore to
medium and
small indus-
tries.

In 2015, the
state govern-
m e n t
brought TS-
iPASS -- the
online industrial approval sys-
tem, billed as the first of its kind
in the country -- to give indus-

trial approvals within three
weeks through a single-
window system ostensibly

to check corruption in
granting approvals. 

Under the sys-
tem, offi-
cials con-

cerned could
be penalized if

they fail to give
approvals within the stipu-

lated period. In the event of fail-
ure on the part of officials to
give approvals within 21 days,
the unit concerned will be treat-
ed as 'deemed to be approved'

and industrialists can go ahead
with the setting up their indus-
tries. The government also
offered several tax incentives,
power subsidy, stamp duty
rebate etc to encourage
investors.

With this, TS-iPASS got a

huge response from investors
who came forward to submit
online applications and secured
approvals within 21 days with-
out there being any need to
meet any officers or bribe offi-
cials.

Several investors secured
banks loans, ranging from Rs 50
lakh to Rs 10 crore, to set up
industries in the belief that the
government would reimburse
industrial incentives speedily on
the lines of approvals and they
could repay loan installments to
banks without any problem.

Warner back as Sunrisers captain
PNS n NEW DELHI

Explosive Australian
batsman David
Warner was on
Thursday reinstated
as IPL franchise
S u n r i s e r s
Hyderabad's
captain, a
p o s i t i o n
that he

had to give up after the ball-
tampering scandal in 2018.

The 33-year-old Warner,
who led the Sunrisers to the
trophy in 2016, will take over

from New Zealand skipper
Kane Williamson for the
season starting March
29.

NCW asks TS to appoint chairperson
for state women’s commission 
PNS n NEW DELHI

The NCW has asked the
Telangana chief secretary to
immediately appoint a chair-
person for the women's com-
mission in the state, a post
which has been lying vacant
since 2018. According to

media reports, 46 com-
plaints were filed with
the state women's
commission in 2018
and several more in
2019, but they remain
unaddressed in the
absence of a chairperson.

"It is shocking that the state

of Telangana, which
recently saw one of
the most horrific
crimes against
women in recent

times, does not have a
chairperson for the state

commission. 

PNS n HYDERABAD

Former MP Kalvakuntla
Kavitha attended Nampally
Special Sessions Court here in
connection with the case filed
against her and three others
during the 2010 Nizamabad
by-elections.

The 2010 by-elections in
Nizamabad - urban witnessed
a sequence of events wherein
throngs of crowd agitated for
grant of statehood to
Telangana region. The then

MLA of Nizamabad Urban
Yendala Laxmi Narayana
resigned his post and By
Election was held for the same

Kavitha held a protest in
front of SP office in
Nizamabad demanding state-
hood for Telangana.

The police booked a case
agaist Kavitha and four other
for holding protest without
police permission when the
election code of conduct was
in force. 

TSiPASS
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The government also
offered several tax
incentives, power
subsidy, stamp duty
rebate etc to
encourage investors
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KEJRIWAL ANNOUNCES RS 10 LAKH
EX GRATIA FOR DELHI VICTIMS’ KIN

Japan will close schools nationwide to help control the spread of the
new virus, the government announced Thursday. Prime Minister

Shinzo Abe was asking all elementary, middle and high schools to
remain shut until spring holidays begin in late March.
The measure affects 12.8 million students at 34,847
schools nationwide, the education ministry said.
"The coming week or two is an extremely important
time," Abe said. "This is to prioritize the health and
safety of the children and take precautions to
avoid possible large-scale infections,” he said.

BULLIED 9-YEAR-OLD BOY TO SKIP
DISNEYLAND, WILL DONATE $475,000 

An Australian boy with dwarfism whose distress from bullying became
a viral video will donate hundreds-of-thousands of

dollars in donations to charity rather than a trip to
Disneyland. The clip of nine-year-old Quaden Bayles
showed him crying and repeatedly saying he wanted
to die after being bullied at school, sparking an
outpouring of support from around the world. The video
was watched millions of times and prompted US
comedian Brad Williams to start a GoFundMe page
that eventually raised almost US$475,000.

Saudi Arabia on Thursday halted travel to the holiest sites in Islam
over fears about a viral epidemic just months ahead of the annual

hajj pilgrimage, a move that came as the Mideast has over 240
confirmed cases of the new coronavirus. The extraordinary decision by
Saudi Arabia stops foreigners
from reaching the holy city of
Mecca and the Kaaba, the cube-
shaped structure the world's 1.8
billion Muslims pray toward five
times a day.

SAUDI ARABIA HALTS PILGRIMAGES
OVER CORONAVIRUS OUTBREAK

JAPAN TO CLOSE SCHOOLS TO
CONTROL SPREAD OF CORONAVIRUS

The Delhi government will give Rs 10 lakh to the families of those who
lost their lives in the communal violence in northeast Delhi, Chief

Minister Arvind Kejriwal announced on Thursday. He also said that the
government will bear the cost of treatment of those injured in the
violence and admitted to private hospitals. Those seriously injured
will get Rs 2 lakh, the CM told a press conference. Special
camps will be set up for people to get essential documents
which they lost during arson, Kejriwal said. When asked about
the alleged involvement of AAP councillor Tahir Hussain
in the riots, Kejriwal said no rioter should be spared.

Delimitation in
AP, TS ‘not so
soon’: Kishan
PNS n NEW DELHI

Union Minister of State for
Home G Kishan Reddy on
Thursday said that there wo-
uld be no delimitation exer-
cise exclusively for AP and
Telangana, effectively ruling
out any possibility of an incr-
ease in the number of
Assembly seats.

It would only take place as
part of a nationwide exercise,
Kishan Reddy said. He emp-
hasised that a decision on the
matter was yet to be taken. 

He also told reporters that
an outreach programme in
J&K would be held again in
May and hinted that alloca-
tion of not less than Rs 30,000
crore would be made to the
state as part of a special
package. 

HYDERABAD
WEATHER

Current Weather Conditions
Updated February 27, 2019 5:00 PM 

ALMANAC
TODAY

Month & Paksham:
Phalguna & Shukla Paksha
Panchangam:
Tithi: Chaturthi: 06:43 am
Nakshatram: Ashwini: 04:02 am 

(Next Day)
Time to Avoid: (Bad time to start

any important work)
Rahukalam: 11:01 am – 12:28 pm
Yamagandam: 03:23 pm – 04:51 pm
Varjyam: 11:33 pm – 01:21 am
Gulika: 08:06 am - 09:33 am
Good Time: (to start any important 

work)
Amritakalam: 07:58 pm – 09:46 pm
Abhijit Muhurtham: 12:05 pm – 12:52 pm

Forecast: Sunny
Temp: 32/18
Humidity: 41%
Sunrise: 06.35
Sunset: 06.22

FULL REPORT
ON PAGE 12

Kavitha at Nampally Special Sessions Court in Hyderabad on Thursday

Kavitha attends
Nampally Court 
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The sordid tales of vandalised schools
AFTERMATH OF DELHI RIOTS

PNS n LONDON

"Welcome to a very happy
school" reads a half-charred
board at a private school in
Brijpuri area of North East
Delhi which is now home to
broken desks and burnt books
after it was vandalised during
the violence.

Arun Modern Senior
Secondary School, which is
over 32 years old, looks no less
than a cemetery, say officials,
who claim the damage is esti-
mated to be over Rs 70 lakh.
"While I am yet to recover
from what has happened at the
school, my biggest relief is
that children were not in the
premises when this happened.

I do not even want to imagine
what would have happened if
that was the case," school prin-
cipal Jyoti Rani said.

"Our security guard was
there on Tuesday evening

when a mob entered the
premises. Scared by the hap-
penings, he rushed outside to
save his life. Only two days
later, we could gather the
courage to go to the school and

all I could see was vandalised
desks, burnt books in library
and a mess everywhere. It
looks no less than a cemetery
now," she added.

Bhisham Sharma, the owner
of the school, said the rioters
burnt books worth Rs 70 lakh.
"The school has been running
since 1987. The incident hap-
pened around 5 pm on
Tuesday. They came and burnt
down everything. We have lost
records of 30 years. The only
thing we are thankful is that
there were no children at that
time in the school, otherwise
the loss would have been huge,"
he said. The communal vio-
lence over the amended citi-
zenship law in northeast Delhi
has claimed 34 lives so far.

ANDHRA VALMIKI RAMAYANA

‘A
ndhra Valmiki', 'Kavi
Sarvabhouma' late
Vavilikolanu Subba

Rau, also known as Vasudasa
Swamy, is perhaps the only
writer who has translated all
Kandas of Sanskrit Valmiki
Ramayana into chaste Telugu
with fidelity to the original
work. His magnum opus Sri
Madandhra Valmiki
Ramayana, adorned with
Mandara, has been well-
known across the Telugu-
speaking areas for seven-eight
decades. 

Ramayana is beautiful and
reciting the name of Rama is
ennobling and always wel-
come. The great sage Valmiki
bequeathed to us the wonder-
ful story of Rama -- the role
model human. If Ramayana of
Valmiki resembles a milky
juice mixed with sugar; then,
Sri Madandhra Valmiki
Ramayana of Vasudasa Swamy,
in the form of Mandara, is cer-
tainly more refined and sweet. 

Vasudasa Swamy, in his
lucid Telugu version, touches
the hearts of every Telugu-
speaking person. A great devo-
tee of Rama, Subba Rau toiled
for more than eight years to
translate the entire Valmiki
Ramayana, consisting of seven
parts, known as Kandas, into
Telugu.  He did this in chaste
poetic form, consisting of
beautiful stanzas, without a
single prose sentence in it and
dedicated it to Lord Kodanda
Rama of Vontimitta in Kadapa
district of present Andhra
Pradesh State. The pure poet-

ic version was published four-
five times during his lifetime.
He later thought that it would
be better if his version of the
Ramayana has commentary in
prose so that everyone could
understand it easily. This
resulted in yet another great
commentary-based "Sri
Madandhra Valmiki
Ramayana Mandara".   

Vasudasa Swamy wrote
about 14,000 stanzas, each
consisting of lines ranging
from 4 to 8. The original
Sanskrit Ramayana of Valmiki
has 24,000 shlokas. Vasudasa
Swamy wrote either a poem for
a shloka or clubbed more than
one shloka in a poem and thus
it was letter-perfect.
Wherever required, the
author provided
English commen-
tary.  

Deviating from
orthodox Telugu lit-
erary forms of
Champaka, Utpala,
Seesa etc, he used a

variety of new forms. Each
Kanda of Vasudasa Andhra
Valmiki Ramayana has its own
importance. Each is an ency-
clopedia in itself.

Vavilikolanu Subba Rau was
born in Jammal Madugu of
Kadapa district in 1863 and
passed away in the year 1939.
He joined as a small employ-
ee in Poddutooru Taluk rev-
enue department and was ele-
vated to the position of a
Revenue Inspector. Between
1893 and 1904, he worked in
the revenue department. Later
he succeeded Kandukuri
Veereshalingam Pantulu as
Telugu Pandit in Madras (pre-
sent Chennai) Presidency
College and worked there
between 1904 and 1920. After
the demise of his wife he
became a yogi. Between 1900
and 1908 he wrote Andhra
Valmiki Ramayana. 

The Gayatri hymn and also
the seven-letter Rama hymn
were woven into the Telugu
version of Vasudasa Swamy
precisely like in the original
Sanskrit script. All the seed syl-
lables that were integral part of
Sanskrit Valmiki Ramayana
were incorporated into the
Telugu version in a similar

fashion. Thus, the Andhra
Valmiki Ramayana

became a transcre-
ation, becoming
almost an original
work in all
respects.

— Vanam Jwala 
Narasimha Rao 

Area under paddy up
by 76% in Telangana
PNS n HYDERABAD

For the first time in the histo-
ry of Telangana, the area under
paddy cultivation has
increased manifold this Rabi
season, thanks to bountiful
rains and brimming irriga-
tion sources.

Farmers raised paddy in a
record 11.99 lakh hectares
during current Rabi, as against
the normal 6.83 lakh hectares,
recording 76 per cent growth.
Last Rabi season, the area
under paddy cultivation was
only 6.46 lakh hectares. 

Earlier, paddy cultivation
during Rabi season was affect-
ed due to problems like lack of
assured irrigation facility,
shortage of water for irrigation,
receding groundwater table
and so on.  According to the
Agriculture Department offi-
cials, this time, there is ample
water available for irrigation in
tanks and reservoirs. 

Farmers raised paddy as
there was ample flow of water

from bore wells. Consequently,
the area under food grain cul-
tivation increased by 58 per
cent. 

In Rabi, farmers cultivate
paddy, maize, ragi and Bengal
gram more than normal. The

area under the crucial ground-
nut cultivation is down by 13
per cent while that under
oilseeds’ crops decreased by at
least 19 per cent. In lieu, the
farmers inclined to grow food
grains crops. 

Keen tussle on cards for DCCB posts
AVINASH DEEPAK PULI 
n MAHBUBNAGAR

Stiff competition seems immi-
nent among the MLAs who are
keen to get their followers get
the coveted District Co-oper-
ative Central Bank chairperson
post in Mahbubnagar. 

MLAs and Ministers are try-
ing to attract the attention of
party high command as the
TRS has swept the PACS elec-
tions with overwhelming
majority. Former MLA from
Kodangal K Gurnatha Reddy is
among the few aspirants trying
for the DCCB chairperson
post.  Jupalli Bhasakar Rao of
Veldanda society is trying for
the post with the support of
Minister Srinivas Goud, while
Niranjan Reddy is trying to
rope in his aide Mamilla
Vishnuvardhan Reddy, who
secured the post of director,
being the chairperson of
Panagal society. 

In Nagarkurnool district too,
there is a stiff competition for
the post from Jakarta
Raghunandan Reddy who won
the PACS post from Gorita

Society. Local legislator Marri
Janardhan Reddy is supporting
his candidature.  Kalvakurthi
chairperson Mucharla
Janardhan Reddy and
Prabhakar Reddy of Balanagar
society are also seriously trying

for the post. Similarly, Nizam
Pasha of Makhtal Chityal and
Subhan of Gadwal society are
also vying for the post. 

Local legislators of all these
segments are trying to secure
post for their supporters.

PV KONDAL RAO n WARANGAL

Panchayat Raj Minister Errabelli Dayakar
Rao is all set to secure Warangal District
Co-operative Central Bank chairperson
post for his aide and staunch follower
Marneni Ravinder Rao. From the day
elections were announced, there was a
stiff competition for the coveted post
from at least four directors of the ruling
party. While Rythu Samanvaya Samithi
chairperson Palla Rajeshwar Reddy directly
supported Dharmasagar PACS president Gunreddi
Rajeshwar Reddy's candidature, Minister Errabelli Dayakar Rao and
Wardhannapet legislator Aroori Ramesh backed Marneni Ravinder
Rao. Kandi Srinivas Reddy is another director who is aspiring for the
coveted post either in the ODCMS or the DCCB and he is likely to be
accommodated from the Reddy community leaders. Among the
directors too, a major chunk of the posts are either allocated to Reddy
or Velama communities. A senior leader from Thorrur, Kakarala
Hariprasad has also aspired for the coveted post based on his
seniority but his candidature was not promoted by any of the district
leaders. He is unlikely to secure the post at the district-level. Some
leaders, soon after their election to the PACS, met Chief Minister K
Chandrashekhar Rao on his birthday, while some others lobbied with
the high command to secure the post. 

ERRABELLI TRYING HARD TO
SECURE POST FOR HIS AIDE

Former MLA from Kodangal K Gurnatha Reddy
is among the few aspirants trying for the
DCCB chairperson post.  Jupalli Bhasakar Rao
of Veldanda Society is trying for the post with
the support of Minister Srinivas Goud

Give priority to rapidly
growing states: KTR
PNS n HYDERABAD

Chief Economic Advisor
Krishnamurthy Subramanian
on Thursday called on
Municipal Administration
Minister KT Rama Rao at
Pragathi Bhavan and discussed
on a host of issues. Minister
KT Rama Rao apprised
Krishnamurthy Subramanian
on the TRS government efforts

at industrialisation and success
notched so far.  The Minister
urged the Chief Economic
Advisor to give priority to
rapidly growing states like
Telangana in the Centre's pol-
icy decisions.  KTR traced his
association with Krishnamurthy
Subramanian since his stint in
the ISB and felt that the Indian
economy would grow stronger
under his leadership.

Chief Economic Adviser Krishnamurthy Subramanian called on IT Minister 
KT Rama Rao at Pragathi Bhavan on Thursday

Earlier, paddy cultivation during Rabi was
affected due to problems like lack of assured
irrigation facility, shortage of water for
irrigation, receding groundwater table and so on

Continued from Page 1

Congress leader Priyanka
Gandhi Vadra accused the
government of making
attempts to "muzzle" justice
and "break people's faith in an
upright judiciary".

"The midnight transfer of
Justice Muralidhar isn't
shocking given the current
dispensation, but it is certain-
ly sad and shameful," she
tweeted.

Taking a dig at the govern-
ment over what he called
Muralidhar's "sudden" trans-
fer, former Congress chief
Rahul Gandhi tweeted,
"Remembering the brave
Judge Loya, who wasn't trans-
ferred."

Special CBI judge B H
Loya, who was hearing the
high-profile Sohrabuddin
Sheikh fake encounter case,
died in alleged mysterious
circumstances on December
1, 2014.

At a press conference on
the issue of Justice
Muralidhar's transfer,
Congress chief spokesper-
son Randeep Surjewala
alleged that the BJP govern-
ment was "waging a battle of
revenge" against the judicia-
ry.

Industrialists
caught between...
Continued from Page 1

However, the government
failed to clear the arrears
towards incentives in time,
pushing investors into financial
crisis, many of whom default-
ed on repayment of loans to
banks. The banks have started
declaring loans to these indus-
tries as NPAs (non performing
assets) and issuing seizure
notices, creating panic among
investors.

Sources in TS Industries
Association revealed that the
banks had declared about 30
industries as NPAs in the last
few months, and initiated mea-
sures to seize the units' assets
and auction them.

When Telangana State was
formed in June 2014, the arrears
of industrial incentives accrued

in undivided AP totaled Rs 700
crore. The TS government sanc-
tioned Rs 3,740 crore incentives
during the past five years. With
this, the total incentives
increased to Rs 4,440 crore. Of
this, the government has
released only Rs 2,078 crore so
far, thus owing Rs 2,362 crore to
industries.

At present, the state govern-
ment is facing tough financial
position due to slowdown,
which resulted in lesser tax
revenues, besides cut in central
grants. The government is
therefore not in a position to
pay incentives to industrialists
for the time being.

Official sources in the
Industries Department said that
the government was exploring
alternatives to save investors
from bank seizure notices.

Continued from Page 1

The dharna happened in
Nizamabad town wherein ,
cases were filed upon the
protesting  Kavitha and oth-
ers. The cases were filed
under section 341 and section
188 IPC

In this connection, the
Nampally High Court has
issued summons to  Kavitha
. The case was heard by spe-
cial sessions judge.  Kavitha
attended the court and judge
ordered her to submit a per-
sonal bond of Rs 10,000 and
reappear on 19th of March.

Kavitha attends
Nampally Court 

KCR's gesture to...
Continued from Page 1

The Chief Minister gave a
patient hearing when the per-
son shared his plight. The
person introduced himself as
Mohammed Salim, a driver.
According to him, for the
past nine years he had been
suffering from ailments and
illness. He broke his leg four
years ago when he fell from a
building. His son too was not
keeping good health and they
had no house of their own. So,
he sought "some help" from
the Chief Minister. 

The Chief Minister
responded immediately and

instructed Hyderabad
Collector Shwetha Mohanty to
release disabled pension to
Salim and allot a two-bed
room house. The Collector
went to Salim's house in Toli
Chowki and made enquiries.
Since Salim had a disabled cer-
tificate, the Collector sanc-
tioned pension then and there.
A double bedroom house was
sanctioned to Salim at
Jiyaguda. 

The Collector also promised
that Salim's medical expenses
would be borne by the govern-
ment and his son would be
provided financial assistance
from CMRF.

Continued from Page 1

The protesters called Naidu
a "traitor" and claimed he has
no moral right to visit Vizag as
he has opposed the State
Government's proposal of
making the city the executive
capital. While the police per-
sonnel had arranged security
for the Leader of the
Opposition at the airport, the
protesters managed to block
the convoy and even hurled
eggs and tomatoes at it, as per
reports. Several TDP and
YSRCP supporters were spot-
ted getting into heated argu-

ments with each other. The sit-
uation led to a traffic jam on
the busy Gajuwaka-NAD
stretch, leaving the common
public to bear the brunt of the
political power play. Naidu was
scheduled to meet farmers at
Pendurthi on his way to
Vizianagaram. He was on a
two-day tour of the North
Andhra region. Meanwhile,
TPD leaders alleged that the
protest of the YSRCP was con-
ducted with the full support of
the police as the protesters
were not taken into preventive
custody but were allowed to
come near the airport.

NCW ASKS TS TO APPOINT...
Continued from Page 1

It is unacceptable that a
state women's commission
has remained virtually non-
functional for nearly two
years," National Commission
for Women (NCW)
Chairperson Rekha Sharma

said. She was referring to the
rape and murder of a woman
veterinarian in November last
year. Earlier, the NCW had
written to Chief Minister K
Chandrashekar Rao on the
issue.

It had also requested Chief
Secretary Somesh Kumar to

take up the matter with the
chief minister urgently.

The post of chairperson
has been lying vacant since
2018 when Rao was re-elect-
ed to power.

There is no website for
women in need of help nor
register complaints.

Continued from Page 1

"Showing empathy in times
of grief such as this is the basic
courtesy that is expected of
Govt officials," Rama Rao,
son of Chief Minister K
Chandrasekhar Rao, tweeted.

The man protesting over the
death of his daughter, who
allegedly committed suicide,
was purportedly kicked by
the policeman after he tried to
stop police personnel from
taking her body inside the
mortuary of a state-run hos-
pital on Wednesday.

Earlier, tension prevailed
when some students and oth-
ers forcibly took the teenager's
body from the mortuary
towards the private institute,
where she studied, to hold a
protest after her family mem-

bers and relatives accused the
college management of negli-
gence for her death, sources
said. Police, who managed to
stop the group, brought the
body that was kept inside a
mortuary freezer box back to
the hospital, even as a video
purportedly showing a police-
man kicking the girl's father,
who attempted to stop police
from shifting the body, went
viral.

The girl's parents had ear-
lier blamed the college man-
agement of negligence leading
to her death and had demand-
ed compensation from them,
police said.

Following the incident, the
Sangareddy district police
"attached" the policeman to
the headquarters and ordered
a departmental inquiry.

HM orders suspension
of cop who kicked...

Continued from Page 1

It said that the students
would have exams from
March 4, 2020.  It also told
the HC that it had issued
show-cause notices to all the
colleges which do not have
NOCs issued by the fire ser-
vices department of the state.

It said that examination
centers have been set up in
colleges which do not have
the fire NOC.  It told the
High Court that it would
take steps against all such
colleges only after the com-
pletion of the exams. The
matter was later posted to
April 7, 2020 for further
hearing.

HC to TS 
govt: Shut
unrecognized
pvt jr colleges

HC judge
Muralidhar
shifted hours
after...

Chandrababu
Naidu detained...

POETIC DEPICTION WITH
FIDELITY TO THE ORIGINAL 
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Woman booked 
for attempt to 
abandon infant
HYDERABAD: Hasty decision of
abandoning a new born by the
depressed mother was averted
by the alert staff of Gandhi
Hospital on Wednesday night. 
As per the sources, Manjula, a
resident of Kamareddy, delivered
a healthy baby boy on Tuesday at
Gandhi Hospital. "She reportedly
has been depressed over family
issues. On Wednesday night,
when her husband Ramesh went
home leaving her and the baby in
the hospital, she decided in the
heat of a moment to leave the
child and walk away," sources
said. Fortunately, the hospital
staff noticed her leaving in a
hurry and caught her to
question. "Upon learning that she
was trying to abandon the
newborn, the staff alerted the
security and called the police.
The woman was questioned and
counselled by the cops who then
booked her for attempting to
abandon a child and handed her
over to an NGO along with her
son for further help and support.

History-sheeter 
stabbed to death 

Drunk youth rams 
car into roadside, 
3 shops damaged
HYDERABAD: A youngster drivi-
ng a car in inebriated condition,
crashed the car into shops at
KPHB causing extensive damage
to them late on Wednesday.
According to the police, The
driver of the car, identified as
Aakash Varma, lost control of the
car and rammed the vehicle into
shops near the Kanakadurga
Temple. The car did not stop
after that and went on to crash
into another car parked nearby. 
A total of three shops and a car
were damaged in the mishap.

HYDERABAD: A history-sheeter
was stabbed to death by
unidentified persons at
Venkatapuram Colony in Alwal
here on Thursday morning.
The victim was identified as
Michael, a resident of
Venkatapuram Colony in Alwal.
Police suspect previous enmity
to be behind the murder.
The assailants had attacked the
victim with sharp weapons near
his house in the wee hours. He
suffered grievous injuries and
died on the spot. "His dead body
was found with stab injuries over
his torso and abdomen near his
house in Venkatapuram Colony
at 6 am on Thursday. We shifted
the body to Gandhi Hospital for
postmortem examination and
booked a case under Section 302
of the IPC which concerns with
first degree murder and started
an investigation accordingly,"
said the police sources. 

Wind in their sails: Telangana girls taking to the sea
PNS n HYDERABAD

Two girls from Telangana have
been shortlisted to participate at
the World Sailing Championships
at Lake Riva Del Garda in Italy
from July 1 to 12.

Jhansi Priya and her sibling
Dharani Laveti are guaranteed a
spot in the squad.  But, a lot still
depends on their performance at
the Nationals at Mumbai to be
held later this year in May. It also
depends on the funding to final-
ly clear their entries. Jhansi and
Dharani finished a creditable
44th and 59th out of 181 sailors
at the Atlantic Week at Vigo,
Spain in October in the open cat-
egory and are gunning for medal
at the Nationals.

To double the good news 4 girls
from Telangana are in the
National squad and all set to go

for the Asian & Oceanian
Championship at Trincomalee, in
Sri Lanka from June 6 to 12. 

2020 being an Olympic year, all
funds from the Sports Ministry
are focused on the games to be
held in July. So these girls have to
spend for themselves. The Yacht
Club has however confirmed that
no stones shall be left unturned
to ensure that all the girls partic-
ipate and make full use of this
opportunity to gain internation-
al exposure. 

The Telangana girls represent-
ed India at the 2019 Oman Asians
and while Preethi and Lakshmi
migrated to the juniors from sub
juniors. Jhansi Priya was ranked
17 amongst girls in Asia and
could well be in the reckoning for
a medal at Trincomalee. 

Compatriots Vaishnavi Veer-
avamsham and Parandi Ravali

also are from TS currently ranked
4th and 5th in India. Both are on
the waitlist for the World
Championships and are practic-
ing for the Nationals at Mumbai.
Ravali stood 10th at the Atlantic
Week at Portugal last October, her
first European Regatta in icy
cold weather beating all her com-
patriots from India and could well
turn up a dark horse.

The  girls are studying at the
IIM-Ahmedabad Alumni funded
school Udbhav at Rasoolpura
that supports them in their sail-
ing endeavours that had three
National Champions before
including  Durga Prasad who rep-
resented India at the Thailand
Worlds in 2016 who is now in the
Navy Sailing School.

Sirisha Kerre of Mahbubnagar,
studying at the Social Welfare
School at Jadcherla is ranked 9th
and is on the waitlist. Her perfor-
mance at the Nationals at Bombay
will decide her participation or in
case better seeded sailors drop out
due to funding issues. She has
moved to Hyderabad to intensi-
fy her training at the Academy

If the girls perform well at the
Nationals at Marve Beach
Bombay then the Yacht Club has
decided to send 3 girls instead of
two to the World Championships
depending on available slots and
funding. So all eyes are on the
Marve National Ranking Champ-
ionships to figure out who will
represent India at Lake Garda
Italy and Trincomalee , Srilanka.

l Two girls from the state shortlisted to participate in World Sailing Championships at Riva Del Garda in Italy 

Police issue notices to 
social media platforms
l Users misuse freedom of expression, promote ‘hate speech'
DAVE BENNETT SILVERY 
n HYDERABAD

A senior journalist from
Hyderabad approached the
Hyderabad Police and lodged
a complaint against social
media platforms WhatsApp,
Twitter, and TikTok, claiming
that 'anti-social' elements were
misusing their freedom of
expression, promoting 'anti-
national' activities, provoking
and spreading rumors about
various religions.

Based on the complaint
from the journalist,  the
Hyderabad Cyber Crime
Police have registered an FIR
against WhatsApp, Twitter,
and TikTok under sections
153A, 121A, 124, 124 A, 294,
295 A, 505, 120 B, OF IPC and
Section 66 of the IT Act 2000.
Officials of the Cyber Crime
Police issued notices to the
accused and began an investi-
gation. 

Silveri Srishailam, the senior
journalist who lodged the
complaint, said that he was
offended with the acts of
Whatsapp, Twitter, TikTok,
which are highly objectionable

in the legal framework of the
law of the land. "After enact-
ment of Citizenship
Amendment Act-2019 by
Parliament on December 12,
2019, some anti-social
elements under the
guise of freedom
of expression, start-
ed social media cam-
paign against CAA-
2019 and merging it
with the proposed
NRC across the
country. 

The said anti-social
elements are misusing the
social media platforms such as
Twitter, WhatsApp, TikTok
and another side social media
operators collaborating with
anti-social elements without
verifying the content circulat-
ing the huge number of videos
and messages," said Srishailam.

The complainant claimed the
social media giants were hand-
in-hand with the anti-social
elements. "Whatsapp, Twitter
and TikTok are intentionally

circulating objection-
able videos and word

contents on sever-
al social media

platforms which are
causing huge dam-
age to the nation's
integration and
communal harmo-

ny," Srishailam said.
The complainant

submits that, to propagate
their objects and hidden agen-
da, the accused persons are
using the various social media
applications like Whatsapp,
Twitter, TikTok, Facebook etc.,
and circulate various mes-
sages and videos in many lan-
guages including English,

Urdu, Arabi, Tamil, Telugu,
Hindi etc., by creating individ-
ualized groups and web pages
and other different modes of
electronic communication. 

The journalist, who claims
to be a member of several
WhatsApp groups which are
working against the
Citizenship Amendment Act
and National Register of
Citizens said, "The users in the
WhatsApp groups are circulat-
ing very offensive content
which are harmful for the
National Interest. The admins
of the group are encouraging
the users to post very sensitive
and damaging content in the
without verifying the con-
tents," the journalist said.

Srishailam went on to add
that TikTok users who post
protest videos were not so
long ago shooting videos while
dancing, cracking jokes on
Indian national leaders and
playing pranks to insult the
sovereignty of India.

The Hyderabad Cyber
Crime Police who sent notice
to the social media giants,
said that further action would
be taken after an investigation. 

Table tennis player Naina
Jaiswal complains to cops
over hacked FB account
PNS n HYDERABAD

Cyber criminals have alleged-
ly hacked the Facebook acco-
unt of table tennis player
Naina Jaiswal. She lodged a
complaint with cyber crime
police of Hyderabad on We-
dnesday seeking help to
reclaim her acco-
unt, which has
over 2 lakh fol-
lowers and is a
verified profile. 

In her com-
plaint, Jaiswal
stated that the
unidentified per-
sons changed the
password after hacking
her account. The 'hackers'
were posting videos and other
content, though they were not
objectionable, the official said.

Jaiswal said that she was
unable to access it since
Tuesday, a police official
attached to Cyber Crimes
Wing said.

As per her petition, cases
were booked under relevant
sections of the IPC and IT act
by the cyber crime police,
who started an investigation. 

Notices were also sent to
Facebook to stop the 'user'
from further using her

Facebook account, the police
officials added. 

A professional
table-tennis player,
Naina Jaiswal was
earlier reported to
be the youngest
post-graduate in

Asia, as she complet-
ed her post gradua-

tion from Osmania
University (OU) at the age of
15. Naina Jaiswal enrolled for
a PhD at the age of 16.

Presently, the 19 year old is
pursuing her PhD from
Adikavi Nannaya University in
Rajahmundry in Andhra
Pradesh on the 'role of micro-
finance in women empower-
ment'.

Reimburse fee
for recognised
courses: Expert
committee
PNS n HYDERABAD

Expert Committee on engi-
neering education has recom-
mended to state government
to impose a rule to the effect
to extend fee reimbursement
to those students getting ad-
mission to the National Acc-
reditation Board-recognised
courses only.  

Earlier, the committee dis-
cussed several aspects of en-
gineering education in the
presence of education special
chief secretary Chitra Rama-
chandran on Thursday.

Meanwhile, principal sec-
retary of IT Department
Jayesh Ranjan said that com-
pulsory internship would be
implemented in the second
semester of the BE fourth
year. 

Chitra Ramachandran said
that a YouTube channel offer-
ing digital lessons from Class
VII to XI would be intro-
duced within three months.

PNS n HYDERABAD

A drunk who physically abused and tortured
his wife by beating her with an iron rod, was
arrested by the Narsingi Police on Thursday.
The man allegedly forced his son to record
the acts of him abusing his wife on a mobile
phone, said the Police. 

The arrested person has been identified
as 40-year-old Srinivasulu. He was married
to Manjula, 36, 12 years ago. The couple
were blessed with two boys, aged eight and
twelve. Police said that Srinivasulu, a DCM
driver by profession, was an alcoholic. He
used to harass his wife regularly. 

According to the police, the incident occ-
ured on Sunday night at Kokapet. The cou-
ple paid an advance to buy a house.
However, after the payment, Srinivasulu got
drunk and started harassing Manjula for
more money to buy alcohol. After an argu-
ment between them about the money,
Srinivasulu threatened to dous her in
kerosene and set her on fire. 

Soon after, Srinivasulu dragged Manjula
into a room and thrashed her with an iron
rod inflicting  injuries all over her body.
Manjula told the police that Srinivasulu had
asked their eldest son to record the act while
he was beating her. The next day, Manjula
escaped to her maternal place in Harijan
Wanaparthy town. Her mother admitted her
to the local hospital where she is being treat-
ed for her injuries.

Based on a complaint from her mother,
a case was registered at the Wanaparthy Poli-
ce station, but was transferred to Narsingi
Police Station due to jurisdictional issues. 

The Narsingi Police registered a case und-
er section 498a, 307 and 304 of the IPC and
are investigating the incident. Manjula is
recovering from her injuries and is stated
to be out of danger, said the Narsingi Police.

Man beats wife with
iron rod, forces son
to film torture; held 

Student hangs himself after
being found with cigarettes 
PNS n HYDERABAD

An intermediate student from
Narsingi committed suicide after he
was caught in his college with ciga-
rettes on Thursday. 

The victim was identified as 17-
year-old M Sanjeev Kumar. A native
of Jagtial district, Kumar was study-
ing in intermediate second year at Sri
Chaitanya Junior college in Narsingi. 

According to the Narsingi Police,
On Wednesday, Kumar and his friend
took an outing pass to write an
exam. When the duo returned in the
night, the security staff found a cig-
arette packet with Sanjeev during
checking. The duo were let off.
However, the security guards

informed the matter to the principal. 
The principal, Krishna Reddy, first

called Kumar and then informed the
issue to Sanjeev's father Kasiram. The
issue was sorted and Kumar was sent
back to his hostel room. 

On Thursday, when students had
come to the administrative building,
Sanjeev was missing. Students were
sent to check on him then found him
hanging from the ceiling in the bath-
room of the hostel room. The students
then informed the matter to the staff
who informed the police.

The Narsingi police registered a
case and shifted the body to Osmania
General Hospital for

Postmortem. An investigation into
the incident is underway. 

DRI sleuths seize 1,638 kg 
of ganja from two vehicles
PNS n HYDERABAD

Despite the Telangana Police
arresting ganja smugglers reg-
ularly, offenders find various
ways to hoodwink the cops
and smuggle them into the
state's borders. An investiga-
tion into the smuggling
racket has revealed that
almost all the contra-
band brought into
Hyderabad is pro-
cured from the
agency area of
Visakhapatnam. 

Last month, SOT
officials of LB Nagar
arrested four persons
at Chintalkunta and seiz-
ed 108 kilograms of ganja.
The main kingpin in the rack-
et, who was arrested previous-
ly on similar charges, confessed
to procuring the drug from
Vishakaptanam. 

Despite officials 'cracking
down' on cultivators and burn-
ing the crop from time to time,
the agency area in Visakha-
patanam is known for its ganja
produce and has come to be
known as the ganja capital. 

In a simi-
lar incident,

officers from
DRI launched an

operation and interc-
epted a truck and a car at NAD
Junction in Visakhapatnam
and seized 1,638 kg of marijua-
na, on Thursday. 

Officials found 40 bags con-
cealed under a load of banana
stalks. The 40 bags contained
800 packets with cannabis wei-
ghing 1,638 kg. Investigation
revealed that the contraband
was loaded into the goods
carriage near Narsipatnam.

"The Ganja has been procu-
red from the Vishaka agency
area and was destined to
Bhubaneswar. The drug has
been seized under the provi-
sions of NDPS Act, 1985. The
value of seized ganja would be
around Rs 2.45 crore. The
officers also seized the goods
vehicle along with banana
stalks, which has been used for
concealment and transport of
the contraband," said an offi-
cial from the DRI.

Four persons found involved
in the illegal transport of ganja,
have been apprehended.

Conference
to overcome
‘challenges
in Defence’
PNS n HYDERABAD

Indo - American Chamber of
Commerce, AP & TS to host
a round-table discussion on
'overcoming challenges in
Aerospace and Defence sec-
tors for sustainable business
growth' on February 28, 2020
at Novotel in Hyderabad. 

The discussion is support-
ed by GMR aerospace and
industrial park, disclosed ch-
airman of the IACC Shrik-
anth Badiga. IACC AP & TS
under its Aerospace and De-
fence committee is headed by
vice-president of industrial
and warehousing airport land
development Sourabh Jain. 

GMR Hyderabad Interna-
tional Airport Ltd is organis-
ing this focused discussion
with MD, directors, CEO of
Aerospace, Defence compa-
nies and other stakeholders. 

The objective of the prog-
ramme is to highlight the ch-
allenges and to discuss the
solutions for the sustainable
growth of Aerospace and De-
fence sectors at Hyderabad.

Providence opens global centre in city
PNS n HYDERABAD

US-based healthcare company
Providence on Thursday
announced the launch of its
global innovation centre in
Hyderabad.

The centre would focus on
engineering, modern infra-
structure, data intelligence,
digital innovation, profession-
al services, cyber security, and
application development and
support, a press release said.

"We are delighted to open
our global innovation centre in
India. India has worldclass tal-
ent to help accelerate our jour-
ney towards a digitally enabled
health ecosystem," said execu-
tive vice-president and chief
information officer, Provide-

nce, B J Moore. Senior vice-
president and manager of Pro-
vidence Murali Krishna, who
would head the global innova-
tion centre, said it has been
launched to focus on technol-
ogy and development in the
healthcare industry. The teams
would build and innovate with
Big Data/AI/ML, Web Deve-
lopment, Natural Language
Processing, Analytics, and
other emerging technologies.

IT & Industries Minister KT Rama Rao announced the opening of Global
Innovation Center of Providence in Hyderabad on Thursday. Principal Secretary
Jayesh Ranjan, EVP and CIO of Providence BJ Moore and senior officials from the
company are seen

The centre would
focus on engineering,
modern infrastructure,
digital innovation, data
intelligence, cyber
security and others 



HYDERABAD: Minister for
BC Welfare Gangula
Kamalakar on Thursday
appealed to Ministers, MLAs
and other elected people's rep-
resentatives to visit BC hostels
as part of the ongoing Pattana
Pragathi programme and pro-
vide better amenities in the
hostels since exams are fast
approaching. 

In a meeting with the offi-
cials of BC Welfare
Department at Damodaram
Sanjivaiah Samkshema Bhavan

in Masab Tank, the Minister
asked the officials to work
unitedly and told them that he
would be visiting all BC hos-
tels and residential schools in
all districts. 

The Minister decided at the
meeting to give one
Ambulance for each district,
under KCR Apatbandhu
scheme. He also spoke about
providing employment to var-
ious craftsmen in their chosen
field through 11 federations of
caste-based vocations. 
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Large exoplanet may have right conditions for life! 
PNS n LONDON

An exoplanet more than twice
the size of the Earth may have
the right conditions to host life,
say scientists led by an Indian-
origin astronomer, opening
the search for potentially hab-
itable planets significantly larg-
er than the Earth, but smaller
than Neptune.

The researchers from the
University of Cambridge in the
UK used the mass, radius, and
atmospheric data of the previ-
ously identified exoplanet K2-
18b, which is 124 light-years
away. The study, published in
The Astrophysical Journal
Letters, determined that it is
possible for the planet to host
liquid water at habitable con-
ditions beneath its hydrogen-
rich atmosphere.

K2-18b is 2.6 times the
radius and 8.6 times the mass
of Earth, and orbits its star
within the habitable zone,
where temperatures could
allow liquid water to exist, the
researchers said. The planet
was the subject of significant
media coverage in 2019, as two

different teams reported detec-
tion of water vapour in its
hydrogen-rich atmosphere.
However, the extent of the
atmosphere and the condi-
tions of the interior underneath
remained unknown, they said.

"Water vapour has been
detected in the atmospheres of

a number of exoplanets, but
even if the planet is in the hab-
itable zone, that doesn't neces-
sarily mean there are habitable
conditions on the surface,"
said Nikku Madhusudhan
from Cambridge, who led the
new research.

"To establish the prospects
for habitability, it is important
to obtain a unified under-
standing of the interior and
atmospheric conditions on the
planet -- in particular, whether
liquid water can exist beneath
the atmosphere,"
Madhusudhan said.

Given the large size of K2-
18b, it has been suggested that
it would be more like a small-
er version of Neptune than a
larger version of the Earth. A
'mini-Neptune' is expected to
have a significant hydrogen

'envelope' surrounding a layer
of high-pressure water, with an
inner core of rock and iron, the
researchers said.

If the hydrogen envelope is
too thick, the temperature and
pressure at the surface of the
water layer beneath would be
far too great to support life,
they said. The new study
showed that despite the size of
K2-18b, its hydrogen envelope
is not necessarily too thick and
the water layer could have the
right conditions to support
life. They used the existing
observations of the atmos-
phere, as well as the mass and
radius, to determine the com-
position and structure of both
the atmosphere and interior
using detailed numerical mod-
els, and statistical methods to
explain the data.

Civic officials warned against laxity
PNS n KHAMMAM

Minister for Transport
Puvvada Ajay Kumar on
Wednesday planted saplings
in Mustafanagar,
Mamillagudem and Ballepalli
as part of the ongoing Pattana
Pragathi programme. 

Laying emphasis on eco-
friendly measures, the
Minister asked the Khammam
municipal commissioner to
speed up execution of works as
Minister KT Rama Rao is
slated to visit the town on
March 1 to inspect the
progress of Pattana Pragathi. 

He directed the civic
authorities to give priority to
planting saplings, cleaning of
drains and solving electricity
problems. The Minister told
them to involve people in
maintaining sanitation in the
city. Ajay Kumar also laid
emphasis on ensuring 85 per
cent survival rate of saplings

planted. If officials show dere-
liction to duty, they would
have to face consequences,
Ajay Kumar warned. 

Identifying dumping yards,
elimination of breeding
grounds for mosquitoes are
some of the priorities, he said.  

Mayor Papalal, Municipal
Commissioner Anurag Jayanti,
District Collector Adarsh
Surabhi, Superintending engi-
neer Ramesh, corporators
Mandadapu Manohar,
Manohar, Sridevi and others
took part in the programme.

Minister for Transport Puvvada Ajay Kumar interacting with the locals in
Khammam on Thursday

‘Take steps to prevent
water stagnation'
BHEEMGAL: Minister for Roads and Buildings Vemula Prashant
Reddy on Thursday assured the people to find solutions to
problems identified as part of the ongoing Pattana Pragathi. 
The Minister interacted with people of Dalit colony in 10th ward of
the town. Nizamabad District Collector Narayana Reddy and other
officials accompanied the Minister. In the Dalit colony, the Minister
noticed water stagnating in a ditch and asked officials concerned
to identify the reason. He directed the officials to replace the
rusted electricity poles and straighten the sagging overhead power
lines.  Speaking to the media later, the Minister said that he, along
with the district collector, prepared plans to provide burial
grounds, parks and integrated markets in the town. The District
Collector agreed to provide vehicles to navigate the narrow lanes
and by-lanes to collect garbage. The Minister asked women’s
groups to sensitise people on keeping surroundings clean and
stop dumping garbage in public places.  Additional collector Lata,
Municipal chairperson Mallela Rajasri, Electricity department
Superintending Engineer Sudarsanam, Municipal commissioner
Gangadhar and others were present. 

Minister for Roads and Buildings Vemula Prashant interacts with a woman
during Pattana Pragathi programme in Bheemgal on Thursday

Provide better amenities in BC hostels: Minister

‘Improve living standards of people'
SURYAPET : Taking district officials by surprise, Minister for Energy G Jagadish Reddy on Thursday
inspected lanes and by-lanes in Ward No 33. On the occasion, the Minister suggested the officials to give
priority in maintaining ecological balance and urged the people to focus on roof gardens. “The Pattana
Pragathi programme should lay a strong foundation for the best urban living and its goal should be a journey
towards it. Urban areas should be clean and have good sanitation and greenery, there should be planned
progress and citizens should get better services. In all, steps should be initiated to improve the living
standards of people in the urban areas,” the Minister said and added that 10 per cent of the local Budget have
been earmarked for development of greenery.  Identifying suitable dumping yards to dispose garbage to
prevent breeding of mosquitoes is important, he said, and asked officials to sensitise people on segregation
of wet waste from dry. 

Minister Gangula
Kamalakar asked
the officials to work
unitedly and told
them that he 
would be visiting all
BC hostels and
residential 
schools in all
districts

Three drowned as car plunges
into canal in Nalgonda
PNS n NALGONDA

Three members of a family
were killed when the car they
were travelling in, plunged
into a canal in Nalgonda dis-
trict on Thursday. The mishap
occurred near Dugyala vil-
lage in PA Palle mandal. 

According to police, the car
went out of control and fell in
the canal. Locals, who wit-
nessed the mishap rushed to
help and managed to rescue a
boy from the car. The victims
were identified as Orsu Raghu,
his wife Alivelu and their
daughter Kirti. Their son, who
was rescued, has been admit-
ted to a hospital.

According to the police,
there were no railings at the
spot where the mishap took
place. The accident occurred at
a time the family was return-
ing home after attending a
marriage function at PA Pally.
The driver lost control over the
vehicle after one of the front
tyres burst, it is believed. 

This is the third such inci-

dent in recent memory.
On February 17, a sub-

merged car with three bodies
surfaced in Kakatiya canal in
Karimnagar district. The bod-
ies were identified as that of a
bank employee, Nareddy
Satyanarayana Reddy and his
family members.

The victims were TRS MLA
Manohar Reddy’s sister Radha,
her husband Satyanarayana
Reddy, and their daughter
Vinayasri. They were missing
since January 27. 

On February 21, three per-

sons including a man and his
son died when a car plunged
onto irrigation tank at Vellanki
village of Ramannapet mandal
in the Yadadri Bhongir district. 

The victims were identified
as Dharne Madhu, his son
Manikanta and car driver
Nannuri Sridhar Reddy, who
were natives of Sarnenigudem
village. Madhu was husband of
Sarnenigudem grama pan-
chayat Sarpanch Rani.
Incidentally, in all these three
incidents, the death toll was
three.

Expedite pending
works: Errabelli

Minister for Panchayat Raj and Rural Development Errabelli Dayakar Rao at a
review meeting with the officials on Thursday

PNS n HYDERABAD

Minister for Panchayat Raj and
Rural Development Errabelli
Dayakar Rao on Thursday
asked the officials to provide
pension facility to the eligible
persons, who did not get pen-
sion under Abhaya Hastam
and Aasara schemes. 

In a meeting with officials
to review activities of his
department, the Minister
asked the officials to identify
eligible persons not receiving
pension either under Abhaya
Hastam scheme or Aasara
scheme and extend pension to
them and complete the process
as early as possible. 

The Minister asked them to
identify scope to implement
sanitation works under the

NREGS as the recently-held
Palle Pragathi programme
highlighted the difficulty in
implementing the drainage
clearing works. 

Errabelli wanted the offi-
cials to ensure that works per-
taining to development of cre-
matoria and dumping yards
taken up under NREGS
should be completed as early
as possible. Under Haritha
Haram, more saplings should
be planted and care should be
taken to water them regular-
ly since the summer has
already set in, he said.
Panchayat Raj principal secre-
tary Sandeep Kumar Sultania,
NREGS commissioner
Saidulu, engineer-in-chief
Satyanarayana Reddy and oth-
ers took part in the meeting. 

MINOR
RAPED: THREE
ARRESTED
PNS n KARIMNAGAR

A nine-year-old girl was sex-
ually assaulted by two youths
and a minor boy in
Karimnagar town on
Wednesday. All the accused
were later arrested.

The incident took place on
Wednesday in Ambedkar
Nagar area of the city. 

The girl had come home
early from school, after com-
plaining of ill health. The two
youths and the boy then
called the girl out on the pre-
text of playing games. Since
her parents, both working,
were away from home; the
three, belonging to the same
locality, took her to nearby
bushes, and sexually assault-
ed her. 

Following the incident, the
girl complained of pains.
Tests revealed that she was
sexually assaulted. 

The police registered a
case against the three under
POCSO Act and arrested
them. 

Lobbying for MLC posts begins in TRS 
PNS n HYDERABAD

Senior TRS leaders are vying
with each other in wooing the
party leadership for getting the
nod for MLC elections from
Nizamabad local authorities’
constituency and for nomina-
tion under the Governor’s
quota. Chief Minister K
Chandrashekhar Rao is gath-
ering information on who
suits best for the posts. 

Election notification for
Nizamabad Local Authorities’
Constituency will be issued
soon. The seat will fall vacant
within a year. The party lead-
ership is considering names of
former Assembly Speaker
Suresh Reddy, former MLC
Arikela Narsareddy and TRS
minority cell president Mujib
for the post. Suresh Reddy is

also aspiring for Rajya Sabha
seat. 

If the TRS leadership is
unable to accommodate
Suresh Reddy in the Rajya
Sabha, it is likely to propose
his name for the Legislative

Council. Though former
Minister Mandava
Venkateswara Rao’s name is
under consideration, he is
apparently not keen to become
a member of the Council. 

The list of aspirants to

become MLC under the
Governor’s quota is huge. It
includes Desapati Srinivas,
special off icer to Chief
Minister, Sravan Kumar
Reddy, TRS senior leader,
TSIIC Chairman Gyadari
Balamallu and others. 

Former MP from
Mahbubabad Sitarama Naik is
trying for a Rajya Sabha seat.
If he fails to get Rajya Sabha
ticket, he is likely to try to get
nominated to the Legislative
Council under Governor’s
quota from ST community. 

The Chief Minister is
apparently not in favour of
entertaining requests from
leaders defeated in Assembly
and Legislative Council elec-
tions. If this is true, he would
be pouring cold water on the
aspirations of some. 

Two killed as
car rams lorry
PNS n TIMMAPUR

Two persons were killed on
the spot and two others sus-
tained injuries when the car
in which they were travelling
rammed a lorry from behind
on Rajiv Rahadari.  The
deceased were identified as
Suresh and Pranay Kumar of
Srirampur of Mancherial dis-
trict. 

According to the police,
over speeding is said to be the
reason behind the incident.
Karimnagar rural ACP
Vijayasaradhi, CI Mahesh
Goud rushed the spot and
shifted injured persons to
the district headquarters hos-
pital. It is said that the car dri-
ver and others were under the
influence of alcohol. 

BJP files
complaint
against
TRS MLA 
PNS n HYDERABAD

Condemning the remarks
of Sherlingampally TRS
MLA Arkepudi Gandhi on
CAA, State BJP official
spokesperson NV Subhash
termed them as highly objec-
tionable and in violation of
the Constitution.

Subhash, in a statement,
said that it was unfortunate
that Arkepudi Gandhi, while
addressing a group of
Muslims at his residence,
had said that he will give full
protection to Muslims even
if they come from Pakistan
or any other places and are
living in Telangana.

“It is shameful on part of
TRS MLA Gandhi who pro-
voked Muslims by asking
them to chase away BJP
workers or anyone else who
visits their homes to collect
data. How can an MLA talk
against the Constitution?
The CAA is a law passed by
Parliament,” he said.

Subhash said that people
of Telangana would teach a
lesson to TRS for its appease-
ment of Muslims. 

BJP leaders approached
Kukatpally Police Station
and lodged a complaint
against the MLA.

‘Fish Food Festival'
in city from today
PNS n HYDERABAD

The District Fisheries Co-
operative Society is organising
'Fish Food Festival' with the
active participation of the pri-
mary Fisheries Co-operative
Societies of Hyderabad from
February 28 to March 1 at
NTR Stadium. Minister for
Animal Husbandry Talasani
Srinivas Yadav will inaugurate
the festival on February 28.

A total of 22 fish food
courts are being arranged and
they will be open from 11.00
AM to 10.30 PM. These food
courts are run by different
fisher co-operative societies
consisting mostly of women
groups serving as many as 40
different cuisines made with
fish, prawn and crab at reason-
able prices. The stalls will be
managed by the trained and
experienced cooks.

PDSU blames
Modi, Shah
for riots
PNS n KHAMMAM

Activists of PDSU have
demanded Prime Minister
Narendra Modi and Union
Home Minister Amit Shah
own responsibility for the
riots in New Delhi.A group of
activists staged a protest at
SR&BGNR Government Arts
and Science College on
Thursday. Speaking on the
occasion, union district pres-
ident N Azad and secretary V
Venkatesh accused Modi and
Shah of trying to turn New
Delhi into another Gujarat.

They wanted the Prime
Minister to resign for failing
to prevent riots in Delhi and
to withdraw CAA, NPR and
NRC.

PNS n VIJAYAWADA

Andhra Pradesh NGO
Association leaders appealed
to the government to take
measures to solve the long-
pending demands of the
employees. The APNGO lead-
ers took part in 'All India
Demands Day' programme at
the Irrigation Office on the call
given by the All India State
Employees Federation. 

Speaking on the occasion,
association state president N
Chandrasekhar Reddy said
even nine months after the
YSRCP assuming power, no
action has been taken to solve
the pending problems of
employees. He recalled that
Chief Minister YS

Jaganmohan Reddy had
promised to cancel CPS dur-
ing padayatra and included in
the party manifesto, no action
has been taken yet to cancel
CPS and implement the old
pension scheme. Later, a com-
mittee was formed with the
ministers and anther com-
mittee was set up with officials,
which were delaying the
process, the association lead-
ers condemned. Employees
Association Amaravati JAC
State secretary Sudhir Babu
alleged that before elections,
both the Central and State
governments said that employ-
ees' issues will be solved on a
priority basis but after coming
to power, employee's issues are
being ignored. 

AP Govt urged to
solve pending issues

Nizamabad tops 
in illegal layouts 
PNS n HYDERABAD

Municipal Administration
director S Satyanarayana
on Wednesday directed
district Collectors, addi-
tional Collectors and
municipal commissioners
to identify unauthorised
layouts in all municipali-
ties and municipal corpo-
rations and upload their
details on the website by
March 1. 

It may be recalled that
Chief Minister K
Chandrashekhar Rao and
Municipal Administration
Minister KT Rama Rao
had expressed concern
over unauthorised layouts
posing a threat to the
planned urban develop-
ment.  The director of the
town and country plan-
ning (DTCP) identified
that there are at least 1,078
unauthorised real estate
layouts in 91 municipali-
ties and four municipal
corporations. The highest
number of such layouts
has been found to be locat-
ed in Nizamabad
Municipal Corporation –
155 spreading over 115
acres. In Kamareddy, there
are 129 illegal layouts in 580
acres. There are 40 such lay-
outs in each of the towns of
Nirmal, Parigi, Vemulavada,
Peddapalli and Siddipet. 

Municipality Illegal Area 
layouts (acres)

Kamareddy 129 580.85

Vemulavada 67 452.99

Parigi 81 235.32

Siddipet 46 185.35

Peddapalli 51 121.38

Maktal 21 106.48

Janagoan 16 101.18

Metpally 12 78.7

Yadagirigutta 14 74.44

Kottapalli 15 68.84

Bhutpur 16 66

Madhira 25 57.37

Mahbubnagar 9 46.5

Paloncha 10 38.18

Adilabad 12 34.7

Nirmal 68 25.5

Nalgonda 8 23.15

Municipal Corporation 
Nizamabad 155 115.42

Khammam 20 82.85

Karimnagar 3 8.85

Ramagundam 5 15

The party
leadership is
considering
names of former
Assembly
Speaker Suresh
Reddy, former
MLC Arikela
Narsareddy and
TRS minority
cell president
Mujib for the
post
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Centre must ensure
peace in violence-hit
Delhi: RSS leader
NAGPUR: Nobody has right to
take the law into their hands
and the Centre should ensure
that peace is restored in Delhi
which has been wracked by
communal violence, RSS
general secretary Suresh
‘Bhaiyyaji' Joshi said on
Thursday. Necessary action
should be taken to restore law
and order in the national
capital, he said. "The
government should establish
peace in areas where there is
'ashanti' (unrest). Nobody has
the right to take law into their
hands," he said. Joshi was
replying to queries of reporters
on the Delhi violence on the
sidelines of a programme here.
Communal riots, which broke
out on Sunday in various parts
of north-east Delhi over the
amended citizenship law,\ have
so far claimed 34 lives. More
than 200 people have been
injured in the riots in the
national capital, where the
police department comes under
the Union home ministry. 

Resignation of 
Justice Dharmadhikari
notified
NEW DELHI: The government
has notified the resignation of
Justice Satyaranjan
Dharmadhikari who was the
second senior-most judge of
the Bombay High Court.
The Law Ministry has notified
his resignation, saying it is
effective from February 15. 
He had tendered his
resignation, saying he does not
want to be transferred out of
Maharashtra due to his
"personal and family" reasons.
Talking to reporters on
February 14,  Justice
Dharmadhikari had said he
resigned as he had been
elevated as the chief justice of
the high court of another state
and he did not wanted to leave
Mumbai. Judges of the
Supreme Court and the high
courts send their resignations
to the president, which is
accepted.

PNS n NEW DELHI

Still to come to terms with the
loss of their loved ones in vio-
lence in parts of northeast
Delhi, relatives are anxiously
waiting outside GTB hospital's
mortuary for the postmortem
to be conducted before the
bodies are handed over to
them. Family members of peo-
ple, who are missing since the
violence broke out, also have
been asking hospital authori-
ties to check whether were
brought dead or are being
treated.

Relatives of 35-year-old
Mudassir Khan who have been
waiting at the mortuary at
GTB hospital said they are still
to recover from the shock.

"We have been coming here
since last two days. Yesterday,
the in-charge IO said that files
were ready and the post-
mortem would be conducted.
Today, we have been waiting
here since 8 am and the post-
mortem is underway. 

"We hope to get the body
soon. We will conduct the last
rites today itself," his nephew
Arbaaz Khan said.

Talking about the situation
in his area in Mustafabad,
Arbaaz said with security
deployment, it is returning to
normal but there is still fear
among people.

"No one is able to sleep
peacefully. There is still fear.

Children are not going to
school, everyone is preferring
to stay indoors and we are not
even using our vehicles to
commute. We are in shock
over what happened within
three days," he said.

Mudassir was outside his
house in Kardampuri on
Monday when he was attacked
by a mob, his family said. He
sustained bullet injury on his
head and was declared brought
dead by doctors at GTB hos-
pital.  He used to work in a
plastic scrap manufacturing
unit and lived with his wife and
children in Kardampuri area of

northeast Delhi. Many relatives
and friends of riot-affected
victims are waiting in the hos-
pital anxiously to get details
about their loved ones.

Some of them claimed that
neither police nor the hospital
authorities are telling them
exactly when will the post-
mortem be conducted.

Relatives including the
mother of of 22-year-old
Shahbaz (25), who has been
missing since February 25, are
waiting anxiously outside the
mortuary at GTB hospital
since morning to know if their
son is even alive.

DELHI VIOLENCE

PNS n NEW DELHI

Accusing Home Minister Amit
Shah of "abdication of duty"
during the communal violence
in Delhi, a Congress delegation
led by party chief Sonia Gandhi
on Thursday urged President
Ram Nath Kovind to call for his
resignation and remind the
Centre of its "raj dharma".

Reading out parts of the
memorandum that the party
submitted to the president,
Gandhi said both the Delhi gov-
ernment and the Centre
remained "mute spectators"
instead of trying to take reme-
dial measures to control the sit-
uation.  "We call upon you and
the constitutional office you
hold, that the life, liberty and
property of the citizens is pre-
served, secured and protected.
You should immediately call for
the removal of the home min-
ister given the gross ineptitude,
abdication of duty and his
inability to contain the situation. 

"We owe this to the citizens
who have lost their loved ones,
their homes and their livelihood
and most of all their long cher-
ished amity and brotherhood.
We hope you will take decisive
action on this matter," she told
the media outside Rashtrapati
Bhavan  after meeting the pres-
ident. The delegation included
former prime minister
Manmohan Singh, Leader of
Opposition in Rajya Sabha
Ghulam Nabi Azad, Ahmed
Patel, P Chidambaram, K C
Venugopal, Mallikarjuna
Kharge, Priyanka Gandhi
Vadra, Anand Sharma, A K
Antony, Kumari Selja and
Randeep Surjewala.  

"Rashtrapatiji, you are given
the highest possible responsibil-
ity under the Constitution of
India: to act as the conscience
keeper of this government and

to remind it of its constitution-
al duty and the pillars of raj
dharma by which any just gov-
ernment must abide," she said,
flanked by senior leaders of her
party. Questioning Shah's role,

Gandhi asked where he was as
the violence spread across
northeast Delhi.

"What was he preoccupied
with since last Sunday that he
was unable, apparently, to give

his attention to these grave
events? For that matter, the
Delhi chief minister, and the
newly elected Delhi govern-
ment were also completely
missing from the scene.

Transfer of HC judge aimed
at saving BJP leaders: Cong
PNS n NEW DELHI

The Congress on Thursday
alleged that the transfer of
Delhi High Court Judge S
Muralidhar was aimed at sav-
ing some BJP leaders in the
Delhi violence case and
exposed the Modi govern-
ment's "intimidation and
vendetta politics" against the
judiciary.

The notification of Justice
Muralidhar's transfer to the
Punjab and Haryana High
Court came late Wednesday
evening, on a day when a
bench headed by him
expressed "anguish" over
Delhi Police's failure to regis-
ter FIRs against alleged hate
speeches by BJP leaders
Parvesh Verma, Kapil Mishra
and Anurag Thakur.

Congress leader Priyanka
Gandhi Vadra hit out at the
government over the transfer,
saying the Centre's attempts
to "muzzle" justice and "break
people's faith in an upright
judiciary are deplorable".

"The midnight transfer of
Justice Muralidhar isn't
shocking given the current
dispensation, but it is certain-
ly sad and shameful,"
Priyanka Gandhi tweeted.

"Millions of Indians have
faith in a resilient and upright
judiciary, the government's
attempts to muzzle justice &
break their faith are
deplorable," the Congress
general secretary said.

Taking a dig at the govern-
ment over Muralidhar's "sud-
den" transfer,  former
Congress chief Rahul Gandhi
tweeted, "Remembering the
brave Judge Loya, who wasn't
transferred."

Special CBI judge B H
Loya, who was hearing the
high-profile Sohrabuddin
Sheikh fake encounter case,

died in allegedly mysterious
circumstances on December
1, 2014. At a press conference
on the issue of Justice
Muralidhar's  transfer,
Congress chief spokesperson
Randeep Surjewala said it
seems those doing justice in
country will now not be
spared.

He alleged that the govern-
ment was "waging a battle of
revenge" against the judicia-

ry. Slamming the Congress
over the allegations, Union
Law Minister Ravi Shankar
Prasad said the judge was
transferred on the recom-
mendation of the Supreme
Court collegium and accused
the opposition party of politi-
cising a routine transfer.
Surjewala hit back at Prasad,
describing him as the "most
lawless minister" this country
has ever seen.

CPI(M): Justice Muralidhar's
transfer ‘selective response'
NEW DELHI: The CPI(M) on Thursday said Justice
S Muralidhar's transfer from the Delhi High
Court was a "selective response" to his court
orders in which he rapped the city police for
"trying to shield" BJP leaders who made "hate
speeches". The Left party demanded the
government keep the transfer order, notified late
Wednesday night, in abeyance to reinforce the confidence of the
people in the judicial system. Justice Muralidhar was transferred to
the Punjab and Haryana High Court, on a day a bench headed by
him expressed "anguish" over the Delhi Police's "failure" to register
FIRs against the alleged hate speeches made by BJP leaders
Parvesh Verma, Kapil Mishra and Anurag Thakur. The CPI (M) said
in a statement that the transfer was recommended by the Supreme
Court collegium, but it has been protested against by the Delhi High
Court Bar Association for well-argued judicial-administrative
considerations.

CONG LEADERS MEET PREZ,
DEMAND SHAH'S RESIGNATION

48 FIRs lodged, 
SG informs HC
NEW DELHI: Solicitor General
Tushar Mehta told the Delhi
High Court on Thursday that
48 FIRs have been lodged in
relation to the north-east Delhi
violence and there be no
judicial intervention till
normalcy is restored in the
national capital. A bench of
Chief Justice D N Patel and
Justice C Hari Shankar was
told by Mehta that the Centre
and the police need to file a
reply to the plea for lodging
FIRs against alleged hate
speeches by three BJP
leaders. Mehta informed the
court that 48 FIRs have been
lodged till date in relation to
arson, looting and the deaths
in the communal violence has
erupted over the amended
citizenship law.

‘AAP's stand on
violence remains
clear: take action’
NEW DELHI: Senior AAP
leaders Sanjay Singh and Gopal
Rai on Thursday said the
party's stand on violence
remains clear that strictest
punishment must be given to
anyone associated with
spreading it. Their reaction
came after family of an
Intelligence Bureau (IB) staffer,
who was found dead in a drain
near his home in northeast
Delhi's riot-hit Chand Bagh
area, accused AAP councillor
Tahir Hussain of being behind
the killing. Family members of
Ankit Sharma, 26, alleged that
Hussain and his associates
were behind the killing. Hussain
rejected the allegations. 

CONG, AAP POLITICISING VIOLENCE IN DELHI: BJP
NEW DELHI: The BJP on
Thursday accused the Congress
and the AAP of "politicising" the
riots in the national capital and
claimed that attempts to
instigate violence had been
made for two months after
Congress president Sonia
Gandhi gave the call for ‘aar yaa
par' (fight to the finish) in
December last year. Addressing
a press conference at the party
office, senior BJP leader and
Union Minister Prakash
Javadekar asked why other
political parties were silent on
the attack on the policemen and
on the death of Intelligence
Bureau staffer Ankit Sharma.  "In
such a situation, the duty of all
political parties should be to
consolidate peace," he said.

Taking on the AAP which
governs Delhi, Javadekar said
that its MLAs should have
worked for peace, but Chief
Minister Arvind Kejriwal
identified riot victims by religion
in the Assembly. He alleged that
attempts to instigate violence
had been made for the last two

months since Sonia Gandhi gave
the call for 'fight to the finish' at
a rally. Javadekar said the BJP
was working to restore peace
and condemned the Congress,
the AAP for doing politics over
the violence that claimed 34
lives in northeast Delhi and left
over 200 injured. He asserted
that peace was restored in two
days due to Union Home
Minister Amit Shah's effective
handling. He said the Congress's
demand for Shah's resignation
was "petty politics." Earlier in the
day, the Congress hit out at the
government over the transfer of
Delhi High Court Judge S
Muralidhar, alleging that the
Modi dispensation was waging a
battle of revenge against the
judiciary.

PNS n NEW DELHI

State Election Commissioner
Sourav Das on Thursday met
West Bengal Governor
Jagdeep Dhankhar who asked
him to ensure peaceful and
fair civic polls in the state, and
take action to prevent a repeat
of the violence that marred
the panchayat elections in
2018.

The meeting, which lasted
for 20 minutes, took place at
the Raj Bhavan.

In the meeting, Dhankhar
told Das to ensure that the
"kind of scenario noticed" in
the panchayat elections held
in May 2018 is not repeated
and the civic polls, likely to be
held in mid-April, take place
in a peaceful, orderly and fair
atmosphere, according to an
official statement.

The governor also asked
the commissioner to keep
him informed about the steps
taken by the poll panel.

Dhankhar underlined the
need in giving all parties
equal opportunities as a pre-
requisite to free and fair polls.

He told the commissioner
that if the situation arises, Das
may "take recourse even to
transferring officials in the
interest of ensuring fair and
peaceful polls".

The governor further said
that the state election com-
missioner must take all steps
to dispel fears and impres-
sions that the poll panel is an
extension of the government

and must engage in dialogue
with all stakeholders. The
statement further said that the
commissioner needs to tell
the police and administration
that any partisan approach
would invite exemplary con-
sequences.

The commissioner
informed Dhankhar that he
will be meeting district mag-
istrates on March 4.

Das was accompanied by
secretary of the commission
Nilanjan Sandilya to the
meeting. He was tight-lipped
about discussions in the
meeting amid queries from
reporters while leaving the
governor's official residence
around 11.50 am.

Ensure free, fair
elections: Dhankhar
to state EC

PNS n NEW DELHI

Taking strong note of effluent
discharge in Kanpur drains pol-
luting the river Ganga, the
Central Pollution Control Board
has asked the state pollution
control body to take stern action
against the non-complying
industrial units and order their
closure.

In a letter to the Uttar Pradesh
Pollution Control Board
(UPPCB), the CPCB asked it to
ensure that no industry dis-
charges effluent into any drain
without meeting prescribed
standards, and that coloured or
untreated effluent is not drained
into river Ganga.

It has asked the UPPCB to file

an action taken report by
February 29.

"In exercise of the power
conferred under the Water
(Prevention and Control of

Pollution) Act, you (UPPCB) are
hereby directed to take appropri-
ate measures including issuance
of directions to ensure imple-
mentation of the following pol-

lution control measures in a time
bound manner," said CPCB
Acting Chairman R S Prasad.

In 2017, the Supreme Court
had passed a judgement which
directed all state pollution con-
trol boards to mandatorily carry
out inspections and take appro-
priate action against erring
industrial units.

Water quality of river Ganga

and its tributaries has been
threatened due to disposal of
untreated sewage and sullage
from drains and discharge of
untreated or partially treated
effluent from grossly polluting
industries (GPI) which are
mixed with drain effluent and
reach Ganga river directly
through its tributaries, said a
CPCB official.The CPCB, in

consultation with the UPPCB,
has inventoried over 1,000 GPI
operating in Uttar Pradesh with
the potential to discharge efflu-
ent in the river Ganga.

It has also been monitoring 24
drains, two in Unnao and 22 in
Kanpur since March 2019 on a
weekly basis, the official said.

During its monitoring
between December 31, 2019 and
January 7, 2020, the Central
Pollution Control Board
(CPCB) found industrial efflu-
ent or sewage was being dis-
charged in four drains in
Kanpur- Sheetla Bazaar,
Wazidpur, Bhudiya Ghat and
Ratanpur- despite several meet-
ings held last year over such pol-
luting activities.

GANGA POLLUTION

CPCB asks UP authorities to act firmly against violators
In a letter to the Uttar Pradesh Pollution
Control Board (UPPCB), the CPCB asked it to
ensure that no industry discharges effluent
into any drain without meeting prescribed
standards, and that coloured or untreated
effluent is not drained into river Ganga

Take recourse even 
to transferring officials
in the interest of

ensuring fair and peaceful
polls

— JAGDEEP DHANKHAR
West Bengal Governor 

Family members of people, who are missing
since the violence broke out, also have been
asking hospital authorities to check whether
were brought dead or are being treated

Pride of
Guruvayur,
Padmanabhan
passes away
PNS n KERALA

One of the most popular ele-
phants of the Guruvayur
temple in Kerala's Thrissur
district,  'Gajaratnam'
Guruvayur Padmanabhan,
died on Wednesday. The
tusker, who had been carry-
ing the Guruvayur Sri
Krishna idol for festivals,
was 84 years old.

According to the authori-
ties of the Guruvayur
Devaswom Board, which
oversees the administration
of the temple, the tusker had
been unwell for over a month
and was being treated for the
last two weeks after he devel-
oped swelling in his body.
Post 9 am on Wednesday, his
condition worsened and was
declared dead at 2 pm at the
Punathoorkotta, a training
centre for captive elephants
near the Guruvayur Sri
Krishna tem-
ple.

At the
time of his
death, all
doctors of
t h e
Gu r u v ay u r
D e v a s w o m
were present
near the tusker,
monitoring his
health condi-
tion.

Agonising wait for relatives
outside mortuary in Delhi

MLA announces
withdrawing
support to
Khattar govt 
PNS n CHANDIGARH

Haryana Independent MLA
Balraj Kundu announced his
decision to withdraw support
to the M L Khattar dispensa-
tion on Thursday, saying he
was "deeply hurt" with the gov-
ernment giving "clean chit" in
the sugar mills corruption he
had flagged.

"I had extended my support
to an honest chief minister and
an honest government, but I
came to know today that the
display of honesty is a farce,"
the MLA told reporters out-
side the Assembly, after the
chief minister refused to order
any probe into allegations
made without substantial
proof or due to personal enmi-
ty. "I withdraw my support to
this government and on Friday
I will formally hand over my
letter to the Governor and the
Speaker," said Kundu, who
represents Meham constituen-
cy in the Assembly.

UN rights chief
expresses
‘great concern'
over CAA
PNS n GENEVA

The UN human rights chief on
Thursday voiced "great con-
cern" over India's amended cit-
izenship law and reports of
"police inaction" in the face of
communal attacks in Delhi,
urging political leaders to pre-
vent violence.

Updating the ongoing 43rd
Session of the Human Rights
Council in Geneva on human
rights developments around
the world, UN High
Commissioner for Human
Rights Michelle Bachelet also
spoke about the situation in
Jammu and Kashmir.

She said the Citizenship
Amendment Act (CAA)
adopted last year by India's
Parliament was of "great con-
cern". "Indians in huge num-
bers, and from all communi-
ties, have expressed - in a
mostly peaceful manner -
their opposition to the Act,
and support for the country's
long tradition of secularism,"
she said. "I am concerned by
reports of police inaction in
the face of attacks against
Muslims by other groups, as
well as previous reports of
excessive use of force by police
against peaceful protesters.



W
hen the Bharatiya Janata
Party (BJP) was voted to
power in 2014 and then even
more resoundingly in 2019,
one of the pillars that the

party sought to stand on was its claim that
Prime Minister Narendra Modi will represent
a strong Government and that it will protect
the country from any divisive internal or exter-
nal force. It is this assurance that forms the
backdrop of the now-infamous belief that the
Prime Minister’s “56-inch chest” will provide
India with a protective shield. Events that
unfolded in Delhi over the past week, where
clashes broke out between communities that
led to the killing of 35 people (at the time of
writing), have thrown cold water over the
Prime Minister’s hollow claims of leading a
strong Government.

In fact, there will be few instances in the
history of independent India where a citizen
has felt more unsafe than he/she does right
now. Delhi is in the midst of its worst riots
since 1984. And as relevant authorities exam-
ine who exactly is to be blamed for the vio-
lence that has been unleashed, there are some
issues that are indisputable and require some
tough answers. 

The first is, how did such a riot take place,
that, too, in the capital city? Delhi is not just
the capital of this country but is also home
to India’s most well-funded and trained
police force. Let this sink in. Theoretically
speaking, this means that the Delhi police,
which functions under the Central
Government that is controlled by the BJP and
more specifically comes under the direct
supervision of Union Home Minister Amit
Shah, is India’s best equipped police force. This
means that in terms of numbers and assis-
tance, compared to other forces across the
country, the law and order situation in Delhi
could not have been better protected. Well,
hypothetically speaking, at least. 

In addition to this, Delhi is also the cen-
tre for all intelligence agencies in the coun-
try. It is home to several intelligence bodies,
whose job includes to be alert about all pos-
sible acts of violence or riots that may erupt
in the country. But the intelligence bodies and
the police force have failed to prevent violence
in not more than a 10-km radius from
Parliament. How does this make those resid-
ing in other parts of the country feel? If the
Government could not stop acts of mass vio-
lence in places where its base is the strongest,
how exactly does it plan to protect the rest of
the country?

Let’s once assume that this is not true. But
the element of bias cannot be denied because
as per reports, the Delhi police was sent at least
six alerts on Sunday (February 23), asking for
deployment to be stepped up after BJP leader
Kapil Mishra called for a gathering in support
of the Citizenship Act at Delhi’s Maujpur. Why
then was the police so helpless in preventing
violence? This is a greater cause for concern
because if the Delhi police is better equipped
to tackle violence than any other police force

in the country, why did it fail to
deliver?

These are not the only ques-
tions over the conduct of the
Delhi police. Why are videos of
police personnel destroying
CCTV cameras doing the
rounds? The only way to get
answers and to ensure that such
riots do not happen again is to dig
deep and find out as to what
exactly happened. But how will
the destruction of CCTV cam-
eras help answer that question? 

What I am concerned about
and what should concern all of
us is the establishment of truth
and the delivery of justice to all
those people who have been
affected by this senseless violence.
This can be done only by taking
appropriate action against those
involved in the violence.
Perpetrators include leaders of
political parties of every hue and
any official, who allowed such
violence to go unabated for three
days. 

The more serious concern is
that slowly but steadily, we have
reached this shameful place.
There are a few reasons for this.
One is the lack of resistance by
the bureaucracy. I have some
sympathy for the bureaucrats
here though. Governments of the
past have often shown — and the
BJP Government has mastered
— how adept they are in the art
of abuse, twist and wrangle. This
is in contrast to Sardar
Vallabhbhai Patel’s vision of the
civil services being the “steel
frame” of good governance.

Bureaucrats are now routine-

ly being threatened with transfer
orders, raids by income tax
authorities or the Enforcement
Directorate or any other agency
which is at the Centre’s disposal
with a degree of reckless aban-
don. I don’t think we would have
to go more than a few weeks
behind to find an instance of such
abuse. It has permeated all insti-
tutions, including the Election
Commission of India. 

More recently came the
brazen example of Justice S
Muralidhar of the Delhi High
Court, who received a presiden-
tial order transferring him to the
Punjab and Haryana High Court.
This order came a day later after
he pulled up the Solicitor General
and the Delhi police for inaction
during the riots in north-east
Delhi. Coming down heavily on
the Delhi police, he pulled it up
for its failure to register FIRs
against alleged hate-speeches by
three BJP leaders, Anurag
Thakur, Kapil Mishra and other
usual suspects from the BJP. 

While pressure by a
Government on the bureaucra-
cy and the judiciary is not an
invention of the BJP — there are
obvious examples of the
Emergency, 1984 and 2002 —
rarely has there been as concert-
ed an effort by a Government to
undermine all institutions, all at
once. Circumstances are not
helped by members of these
institutions either. So often, we
see bureaucrats being asked to
jump and respond back with,
“How high?” In the judiciary, too,
we have recently seen a sitting

Supreme Court judge lavish
heavy praise on the Prime
Minister even as serious allega-
tions of abuse of State power were
being examined by the very
same court. 

Such acts and comments by
individuals in positions of author-
ity — whether in the bureaucra-
cy or in the judiciary or any other
institution — have chilling effects
on the citizens. It erodes their
faith in the institutions and the
Constitution. This poses a greater
risk to India’s democratic health
in the long term than individual
acts of abuse of power by the BJP
that I have highlighted in this arti-
cle. 

So what do we do? If the
State machinery is failing us and
institutions are displaying a lack
of backbone, the answer and bur-
den (unfortunately or fortunate-
ly) fall on everyday people.
Unfortunate because this is a
great burden that the civil soci-
ety must now discharge when its
institutions appear to be found
wanting. Fortunate because there
is rarely a time in history when
any Government or institution
can suppress the will of the peo-
ple. The only thing we must make
sure is that we fight, not with vio-
lence, but with vigour, voice and
vote to uphold the rule of the law
and the Constitution. Victory
then will be undeniable for every-
one who wants to live in a uni-
fied, peaceful and prosperous
democracy.

(The writer is a former IPS
officer, a former MP and current-
ly a member of the AAP)

The battle of justice for women, who take
on rich and powerful men for molesta-
tion, or worse rape, is long, lonely and

hard. No matter in which part of the globe they
are, whether it is India, Pakistan, the UK or even
the biggest and one of the most technologi-
cally-advanced Western countries in the
world, the US. What else justifies the fact that
movie mogul Harvey Weinstein, who was
accused by no less than 90 women of sex
crimes, was convicted only in two cases
whereas he was found guilty of raping one

woman and committing a non-consensual sex act on another? It was imper-
fect justice because he was acquitted of the most serious charges — two counts
of predatory sexual assault and one count of first-degree rape, which might have
put him in a cell for the rest of his life. The jury only convicted him of third-degree
rape and a first-degree criminal sexual act. So now he is looking at just five years
in prison. And this was the man, who  throughout his long career as a film pro-
ducer, had silenced multiple accusations of rape and sexual assault with threats,
denials, character assassinations, monetary settlements and Non-Disclosure
Agreements. He had even scared off journalists who tried to expose his das-
tardly acts and bring him to justice, till tenacious journalists from the New York
Times and the New Yorker brought him down with their exposés in 2017. However,
the verdict is a small victory for women around the world battling hard against
their sexual predators. The Unnao rape victim, who accused former BJP MLA
Kuldeep Singh Sengar of rape or the law student, who tried to bring former BJP
MP Swami Chinmayanand to book for raping her repeatedly, would tell you at
what personal peril they managed to be heard. Weinstein’s conviction is also a
defeat of the most belligerent victim-shaming and blaming tactics that are used
by ruthless defence lawyers in such cases. More importantly, it broke the stereo-
type of what a “perfect victim” is as justice was given to the two women who
did not end their relationship with their tormentor simply because he was who
he was. It is a small measure of vindication for the six women who testified that
Weinstein attacked and sought to intimidate them as they were put through the
grinder by his lawyers. They can now feel proud of the part they played in get-
ting the predator put behind bars, where he belongs. It is also a victory for the
#MeToo movement, which was fast classified as a fad than a cause.

The story of the Delhi violence lies much
beyond the headlines or the number of
the dead. The terrifying visual of a man,

whose photo of being beaten up by a violent
mob simply because he wore a certain kind
of clothes and sported a beard went viral, val-
idated the pogrom-like sequence of events as
the new normal and its casual acceptance in
normal life. It’s something as statistical as an
accident on the crime charts. It is serious sim-
ply because it happened in Delhi, the nation’s
capital no less, and not in a far-flung town in

India clouded by obscurantism. It is a test case that could get copied elsewhere
and worse, be passed off as another law and order situation that can be tamped
down by Section 144. When a judge like Justice Muralidhar, whom junior lawyers
call an inspiration, gets transferred overnight for daring to question the Delhi
police, then we should worry, with deep furrowed brows. Simply because an
independent judiciary is the only hope for citizens seeking justice and rights
that the Constitution guarantees to them. If this institution is broken, then our
statute books mean nothing at all and public morality simply spins out of the
orbit of our nation as we knew it. Till now. If north-east Delhi, where various
communities have literally lived cheek by jowl for decades and more, is torn
asunder by blood-curdling rage at the mere remark of an extremist, it shows
that Indians, as a people, are harbouring a tinder box in their minds. This is a
separatism that has nothing to do with the unresolved wounds of Partition. But
an otherisation propaganda that has been bred systematically on a fertile ground
of insecurities and economic denial. The polarisation of the mind is a far dead-
lier poison for it blunts the edge of humanity. It also means a subterranean con-
flict, which may bubble up any moment and because of its smouldering nature,
engulf every other human possibility of reason, wisdom and compassion. If
BJP motormouth and “go and kill” instigator Kapil Mishra has not been reined
in despite protests from within his own party, it legitimises the politics of hate
as a yielder of fast dividends and delegitimises public service. Politically, social-
ly and culturally, there is a sudden vacuum which nobody wants to plunge into
or commit to. That explains why the Aam Aadmi Party (AAP), despite winning
a solid verdict, seems uncertain about the public stance it should take. It can-
not stick its neck out simply because nobody, including the BJP, knows what
shape panic can acquire in a vacuum. Prejudice has taken over national pride
to such an extent that everybody listens to it, not without it.

The only certainty about these uncertain times is that it is not the best time
to seek our place in the world. US lawmaker Bernie Sanders has expressed
reservations and concern as has the US Commission on International Religious
Freedom (USCIRF). Even UN Secretary-General Antonio Guterres was “very
saddened” by the casualties in Delhi. He called for maximum restraint and vio-
lence to be avoided. Although the Modi Government sought to describe such
comments as “factually inaccurate and misleading,” truth is the world does-
n’t expect India to indulge in genocidal politics. Especially, when we use the
optics of the Sabarmati ashram for visiting dignitaries but forget the non-vio-
lence mantra preached by its original resident. When it comes to the Opposition,
the BJP anyway wins the battle on competitive whataboutery. So when senior
Congress leaders, led by party chief Sonia Gandhi, met President Ram Nath
Kovind to demand the resignation of Home Minister Amit Shah over his “abdi-
cation of duty”, the party reminded it of the anti-Sikh riots of 1984. BJP MP
Pragya Singh Thakur, another motormouth who hasn’t been reined in, asked
the Congress to review its role during that period. Only RSS general secretary
Suresh “Bhaiyyaji” Joshi advised the BJP that nobody had the right to take
the law into their hands and that the Centre should ensure that peace is restored
in Delhi. Placatory, high-sounding terms that are abstract enough to spare the
BJP’s extreme elements, all of whom have been birthed by its ideology. In the
end, it is time for the civil movement to free itself from the piecemeal appro-
priation of causes and issues by political parties. Or be exploited by them. For
Delhiites, who have found a new identity in a city that is a melting pot of all
migrants, the time for denial is over. We cannot be sporting identity cards like
a curfew pass. We must stand up and be counted.

Costlier casualty

The science of prayer

Sir — Every year, the country cel-
ebrates February 28 as the
National Science Day in remem-
brance of Dr CV Raman, who dis-
covered the scattering of light, also
known as the “Raman effect.”  It
is fascinating that great scientists
strongly believed in the power of
prayer, which helped them discov-
er the secrets of nature.

This reminds me of a story
about a young businessman
sharing a compartment on a
train with an elderly gentle-
man. When he noticed that the
old fellow was quietly and
intently praying with his Rosary,
the young man chided him for
his “superstition” and told him
that science had rendered the
beliefs of religion irrelevant.
“How did you come to discover
that?” the old gentleman asked.

His companion didn’t  
really know how to answer the
question then and there, so he
offered to send him a few texts
and public lecture notes on the
subject for his enlightenment.
“What’s your address?,” he asked,
“I’ll send you the material via the
post.” 

The old man rummaged in

his coat pocket and produced a
tattered business card that read,
Louis Pasteur, Paris Institute of
Scientif ic Research.
Undoubtedly, spirituality is
greater than science. Man has
only learnt to clone the body, not
the soul.

TS Karthik
Chennai

Shun prejudice

Sir — This refers to the report,
“CCPD issues notice to central
medical institutions for denying
job to Divyang doc” (February
26). The office of the Chief
Commissioner for Persons with
Disabilities (CCCPD) has made

the right intervention by stepping
in to issue notices to the Delhi-
based central medical institu-
tions, Safdarjung Hospital and
VMM College. They allegedly
denied a teaching job to Dr
Nonita Gangwani, an MD in
physiology and a wheelchair user
with 70 per cent disability due to
multiple sclerosis, despite her

clearing an exam and interview
for the post. At a time when
Prime Minister Narendra Modi
has given special status to the
physically challenged and called
them Divyang to emphasise their
special place in the society, such
discrimination is condemnable.
Action should be taken against
the officials responsible.

Lalit Adesara
Pune

Dirty political game

Sir — This refers to the editori-
al, “The court rap” (February 27).
The violence in the capital, a
result of political manoeuvres,
was avoidable. It reflects badly not
only on the police force but also
on the functioning of the high
echelons of bureaucracy. Keeping
the Delhi police under the con-
trol of the Union Government has
provided much space for shame-
less and dirty politics. To make
governance accountable, the com-
mand of the police must be given
to the State Government.

Vineet Keshri
Via email
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Some hard, home truths

AJOY KUMAR

It is an irony of our times that the very Government, which promised to protect
the country from any divisive internal or external force, has failed to fulfill its duties

When the US President was
here lakhs of policemen were
deployed. How could a riot
happen? Had the Government
and police wanted, it would
not have happened.

SP chief
—Akhilesh Yadav 

Ongoing incidents in Delhi are
more concerning in the context
of efforts to target and poten-
tially disenfranchise Muslims, 
in clear violation of international
human rights standards.

USCIRF Chair
—Tony Perkins

S O U N D B I T E

L E T T E R S T O  TT H E E D I T O R

Amid chaos, heroes still exist

T
his refers to the editorial, “Delhi aflame” (February
26). Blood, violence and hate sum up the last few
days in Delhi. This cauldron has been going on

for four days and counting, and citizens, along with
the rest of the country, can only helplessly look on in
horror. The visuals have been so graphic that they
would make one shut out the disturbing imagery and
news headlines making their way onto the screen. But
despite the flood of negativity, glimmers of hope
remain.

Even as rioters and hateful, communal bigots give
us a glimpse of India’s ugliest underlying tendencies,
there are still people in the city who can restore faith
in humanity. Still, there are heroes as the city burns.
These heroes are the people who have chosen to put
humanity first at a time that demands that religion be
prioritised. They are the people who stood up for their
neighbours and fellow citizens, even while the State
machinery failed to contain the bloodshed. They are
those, who after the destruction had passed, were there
to pick up the pieces, hand-in-hand with their neigh-

bours and friends. They have also fought to ensure
that daily life continues, despite the upheaval. Their
actions are a soothing balm in these tumultuous times,
a reminder that India and its children still remember
and honour the spirit of the Constitution — one that
promises to secure justice, liberty, equality and fra-
ternity for its citizens.

Javvadi Lakshmana Rao
Andhra Pradesh
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Imperfect justice
Instead of taking active
steps to remedy or defuse
the situation, the Central
government as also the
Delhi Government have
remained mute spectators.

Congress president
—Sonia Gandhi

The Delhi violence is serious because it shows that binaries
have been deep-set and a panic economy has taken over 

Harvey Weinstein is convicted of third-degree rape
and a criminal sexual act. He’s staring at just 5 years

I am a big believer in 
education. I truly believe 
that the way forward for any
country, any family, city,
state is by educating itself
more and more.

Actor
—Shah Rukh Khan



Shouldering responsibility

THE ARMY SHOULD BE DEPLOYED IN DELHI AS THE
POLICE HAS BEEN UNABLE TO CONTROL THE

SITUATION AND INSTILL CONFIDENCE.
—DELHI CHIEF MINISTER 

ARVIND KEJRIWAL 

CM WAS READY TO COOPERATE IN MAINTAINING
PEACE IN DELHI BUT TODAY HE TALKS ABOUT
CALLING THE ARMY. THE POLICE IS WORKING 24X7 
—DELHI BJP PRESIDENT 
MANOJ TIWARI 

POINTCOUNTERPOINT

O
n May 23, 2013, while speaking at the foun-
dation stone-laying ceremony for the Indian
National Defence University, Gurugram, the

then Prime Minister Manmohan Singh exuded con-
fidence that India was well-positioned and willing
“to become a net provider of security” in its imme-
diate region and beyond. In 2015, the Institute for
Defence Studies and Analysis (IDSA), New Delhi,
came out with an assessment report titled, India as
a Security Provider. The report highlights India’s
growing military capabilities and its proactive
responses to the human and non-human threats to
the littoral nations of the Indian Ocean, which cor-
roborates the country’s image and positioning as a
benign power and net security provider in the region.
But the question here is: Is India also willing to play
the role of net security provider when it comes to
ensuring water security in the region? The above-
mentioned IDSA report points out, “While tradi-
tional security threats limit India’s role; cooperation
on non-traditional threats opens up a new oppor-
tunity for India to play a regional role.”  Thus, it is
a geostrategic imperative for India to focus on non-
traditional security threats in the region emerging
from sectors such as water and energy.    

Today all the nations of South Asia face a water
crisis in one form or another due to a range of fac-
tors — population growth,  urbanisation, inefficient
use, bad management and lack of governance,
among others. The unfolding water crises pose a seri-
ous threat to sustainable development, agriculture
and industries, poverty reduction and the ecosys-
tem. Climate change has exacerbated the brewing
water crises like never before. The United  Nations
Secretary General António Guterres has termed cli-
mate change as “the most systematic threat to
humankind.” 

Water is a common resource and managing and
governing it has always been a challenge at any scale,
be it local or regional.  A participatory robust insti-
tutional architecture for water governance is need-
ed to manage and govern resources in a systemat-
ic and efficient way. Many of the important water
bodies in South Asia are transboundary and thus
their basins spread in more than one country.
Integrated basin management would not be a real-
ity without regional cooperation at the South
Asian level. 

Most of the water treaties in South Asia are bilat-
eral in nature, which form the core of the South
Asian political ecology of governance. Be it upper
or lower riparian, nations in the region are appar-
ently not content with the existing treaties. For exam-
ple, India, an upper riparian nation, does not seem
to be happy with the Indus Water Treaty with
Pakistan, a lower riparian nation in this case.
Between Bangladesh, a low riparian nation and India,
the Teesta river issue still remains unresolved, with
Dhaka asking for an increase in water share.
People in Nepal, an upper riparian nation, think
water treaties with India produces environmental
injustices to the riverine people of Koshi river.  Along
with this kind of political ecology of the region, the
issue of sovereignty in South Asia is a very sensi-
tive topic. South Asia represents a typical case of the
Westphalian concept of sovereignty, where each
nation has exclusive sovereignty over its territory and
the natural resources, including water. No nation
would like to be seen as compromising its sovereign-
ty. However in reality, in the face of globalisation and
trade integration, each nation is bargaining its sov-
ereignty with the other nations and regional and
international actors. These two factors — the
existing South Asian political ecology and the power
politics played out in the name of sovereignty — both

hinder and open up opportunities for
regional cooperation at the same time.
Some may think that  regional coopera-
tion compromises on the sovereignty of
a State. However, the notion of sovereign-
ty can be broadened to accommodate and
facilitate the idea of cooperation, which
is not about imposing suzerainty of one
nation on another.

India has been quite active in the
region in terms of coming to the rescue
of its neighbours when they are in trou-
ble. A case in point is when Maldives faced
a water crisis in December 2014, India
launched Operation NEER to immediate-
ly provide Maldives with it.  The people
and the Government of Maldives were
appreciative of India’s quick response and
help. Having said that, one must be
mindful that those were more of a
response to a crisis that emerged and sim-
ilar exercises could be useful to tackle
future contingencies of that sort. However,
water woes coupled with the effects of cli-
mate change have resulted in a distinct set
of challenges that call for India’s proactive
role in the South Asian region. What is
required today is a continuous regional
cooperation in providing water security,
which is at present marred by the absence
of an institutional architecture for water
governance in South Asia. 

India should play a lead role in insti-
tutionalising regional cooperation by
establishing a robust architecture. It has
already set an example with the launch of
South Asian Satellite in 2017, which
Prime Minister Narendra Modi in his
tweet termed as a “symbol of South Asian
cooperation” and “a journey to build the
most advanced frontier” of regional coop-
eration and partnership.  With India look-
ing for a larger regional role, it cannot
afford to be a security consumer. It has to
metamorphose itself into a credible secu-

rity provider. Benjamin Kienzle, a facul-
ty member of Defence Studies at King’s
College London, elucidates, “A security
provider has a stronger interest in the
immediate security of a third party,
rather than in direct security gains for
itself…the action of a security provider
easily lead to a win-win situation…A secu-
rity consumer, on the other hand, is pri-
marily interested in its own security and
is largely indistinct towards the security
needs of third parties…In general, secu-
rity consumers create easily win-lose sit-
uations...” Notwithstanding, he makes it
clear that a security provider in no way
compromises its own security interests. 

Domestically India has made some
progress to improve water governance.
The then Ministry of Water Resources,
River Development and Ganga
Rejuvenation (now Ministry of Jal Shakti)
constituted a committee led by Mihir Shah
to suggest institutional reforms for water
governance to deal with the water chal-
lenges that India faces in the 21st centu-
ry. In July 2016, the Committee came out
with a report titled, A 21st Century
Institutional Architecture for India’s Water
Reforms. The report makes a number of
critical suggestions to strengthen the
governance of India’s water resources. One
of them is about its shape and structure.
The report underlines that “polycentric
governance regimes characterised by a dis-
tribution of power but effective coordina-
tion structures perform better.”
Considering water as one of the sectors
most vulnerable to climate change, the
report stressed that the ability to respond
to it is strengthened by polycentric gov-
ernance regimes. 

The existing political ecology of
South Asia makes the space of water
resources a geopolitically contested zone.
Governance is needed to protect the envi-

ronment, to save the ecology and to man-
age water resources in an integrated and
holistic manner. Polycentrism is inherent
in South Asia and by default distribution
of power is effected by the  very nature of
South Asian sovereignty. What is missing
essentially is the effective coordination to
realise and unlock water governance
potential in the region. Effective coordi-
nation can be established only through a
well-structured institutional architecture
involving all the actors and stakeholders.
With the emergence of non-State environ-
mental actors and groups in the region,
the role of governments has receded in
water governance and self-organised gov-
ernance networks have found prominence. 

In their article  “Reflections on Actor-
Network Theory, Governance Networks,
and Strategic Outcomes”, Ludmilla Meyer
Montenegro and Sergio Bulgacov caution
that, “self-organised governance networks
can impede (policy) implementation…or
they can enhance the efficiency of policy
implementation…Thus,  it  is  important
to  determine  how  these networks are
formed, who forms them and how they
function, since they have such direct
impacts on governance. The  more we
know about networks, the  better  we
understand  governance dynamics  and its
relationships  with the Government,
informal  mechanisms,  and  private
actors.” 

India should painstakingly study the
governance networks that exist today in
South Asia for conceptualising a region-
al institutional architecture for water
governance in the region, to not repeat
another SAARC which is failing under its
burden.

(The writer works as a Senior
Programme Manager for climate and
water projects at a German foundation and
is a policy commentator) 

South Asian nations face a water crisis which poses a threat to agriculture and industries. Given its
increasing influence, is India willing to become a provider of water security in the region?
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India’s baptism
by fire

MARKANDEY KATJU

The nation is passing through a transitional
period in its history, from a feudal agricultural

society to a modern industrial one 

SANDEEP KUMAR DUBEY

WATER WOES
COUPLED WITH 
THE EFFECTS OF

CLIMATE CHANGE
HAVE RESULTED IN A

DISTINCT SET OF
CHALLENGES THAT

CALL FOR INDIA’S
PROACTIVE ROLE IN

THE SOUTH ASIAN
REGION. WHAT IS

REQUIRED
TODAY IS A

CONTINUOUS
REGIONAL

COOPERATION IN
PROVIDING WATER

SECURITY, 
WHICH IS AT

PRESENT MARRED
BY THE ABSENCE OF

AN INSTITUTIONAL
ARCHITECTURE

FOR WATER
GOVERNANCE IN

SOUTH ASIA. 
INDIA SHOULD 

PLAY A LEAD 
ROLE IN

INSTITUTIONALISING
REGIONAL

COOPERATION BY
ESTABLISHING A

ROBUST
ARCHITECTURE

Few people in India or for that matter, outside the country,
are able to understand what is happening in the nation, par-
ticularly after the recent mindless violence in the national

Capital in which as many as 38 people lost their lives and a whop-
ping 150 were injured, apart from the massive destruction of
private and public property. So let me try and explain this as best
as I can. India is passing through a transitional period in its his-
tory, from a feudal agricultural society, to a modern industrial
one. At present it is not entirely feudal nor entirely modern but
stuck somewhere in between. Though there was a limited degree
of industrialisation in India after 1947, it was not complete, like
in Western countries (or even anywhere near that of China). Feudal
remnants in the form of casteism, communalism, religious big-
otry, superstitions, gender discrimination and so on are still pow-
erful and well-entrenched.

A transitional period is always a very painful time in histo-
ry as it is full of turbulence and strife. If we read the history of
Europe from the 16th to the 19th centuries, when Europe was
passing through its transition from a feudal to modern society,
we find it was full of turbulence, turmoil, wars, revolutions, chaot-
ic conditions, intellectual ferment and so on. It was only after
going through this fire that modern society emerged in Europe.
At present, India is going through this fire and we are going through
a very painful epoch, which night last another 15-20 years or
so.

For what is a transitional period? It is a time when the old
society is being totally uprooted and torn apart, when ancient
values are being challenged and destroyed but new values are
yet to be created. Can such a historical transition be achieved
peacefully? One wishes it could be so. However, historical expe-
rience shows otherwise. The vested interests in the old order
always put up a fierce resistance to any fundamental change in
the political and social order, as that would endanger their inter-
ests. So this change can only be achieved by some kind of rev-
olution.

People ask when and how such a revolution will come about
in India. Who will be its leaders? No one can say for sure. One
can never be rigid about historical forms. But this much can be
said with certainty: Some kind of revolution is inevitable in India
because everything has collapsed here. All our State institutions
have become hollow and empty shells, while on the other hand
the Indian economy is sinking and the people’s distress is grow-
ing. Nature does not like a vacuum and chaos cannot continue
forever. So some alternative to the present political and social
system is bound to emerge.

At present we have a parliamentary democracy in our coun-
try but this runs largely on the basis of caste and communal
vote banks. Casteism and communalism are feudal forces which
must be destroyed if India is to progress. However, parliamen-
tary democracy further entrenches them. So we have to have
an alternative. What that alternative system will be has to be
thought out by intellectuals and for this they have to use their
creativity. Intellectuals are the eyes of society and without them
a society is blind. However, the test of every political system or
act is one and only one: Does it raise the standard of living of
the people ? Does it give them better lives? 

Before an actual revolution there has to be an intellectual
revolution. For instance, before the French Revolution of 1789
there were several decades of intellectual struggles by great
thinkers like Voltaire, Rousseau and the other thinkers of the
Enlightenment, who attacked the feudal system, religious big-
otry and so on. This intellectual revolution is needed to change
the mindsets of the masses who are at present steeped in feu-
dal ideas and feudal practices. 

So the present stage in Indian history is the pre-revolution-
ary stage, i.e, the stage of the intellectual revolution. All patriot-
ic, broad-minded intellectuals must contribute to it. In particu-
lar, they must attack the poison of communalism which has
gripped India, and which is being promoted and fostered by our
medieval-minded political masters.

All forces which divide our people and spread religious or
caste hatred must be strongly combated, for only a mighty unit-
ed people’s struggle can lead to the revolution which will trans-
form India into a prosperous, highly developed and highly indus-
trialised country. It will also get rid of the scourge of poverty,
record and rising unemployment, appalling level of child mal-
nourishment, almost total lack of proper healthcare and quality
education for our masses, atrocities and discrimination against
minorities and Dalits, widespread corruption, gender discrimi-
nation, female infanticide, child marriage farmers distress and
so on, which have bedeviled Indian society for long.

(The writer is a former judge of the Supreme Court of India)

I
t has taken the world a while to
reach the understanding that
nature can never be taken for

granted. Unfortunately, in India, this
is not the case and utilisation of com-
mon natural resources like forests,
green cover, oceans, rivers, fish stocks
and so on, doesn’t reflect anywhere in
our Gross Domestic Product (GDP)
accounting, as these are difficult to
chronicle. This economic inconspic-
uousness of nature’s services becomes
an underlying concern, which has
generated debate and discussions like

The Economics of Ecosystems and
Biodiversity (TEEB) initiated by the
United Nations in 2007. TEEB is a
global initiative focussed on “making
nature’s value visible”. Its main objec-
tive is to mainstream the value of bio-
diversity and ecosystem services into
decision-making at all levels. It aims
to achieve this goal by following a
structured approach to valuation that
helps decision-makers recognise the
wide range of benefits provided by
ecosystems and biodiversity, demon-
strate their values in economic terms
and where appropriate, capture them
in decision-making. 

Although conservationists like
Pavan Sukhdev and Gretchen C  Daily
— pioneers in illuminating and quan-
tifying the economic value of our nat-
ural environment — who are award-
ed with the Tyler Prize for
Environmental Achievement in 2020,
have clearly put forward the same
opinion, acceptance remains elusive.
The economic invisibility of nature to

drive humanity and dependence upon
market-based economic systems,
remain at the heart of deserved recog-
nition to account for nature in the
GDP, especially in relation to the sur-
vival of marginalised sections of soci-
ety. This invincibility somehow ham-
pers the cognition to acknowledge the
GDP of the poor via negative exter-
nalities. Often, in the process, the sec-
ondary sector (industrial) omits to
make the required dent due to an
invisible characteristic attached to
the transformation, from sourcing of
raw material to processing of finished
produce. 

Think-tanks and economists
realised the requirement for true
demonstration of environmental eco-
nomics or “greenomics” for its invis-
ible values much earlier and American
biologist and philosopher Garrett
Hardin’s The tragedy of the commons
is an exemplar to this. For the unini-
tiated, the tragedy of the commons is
a situation in a shared-resource sys-

tem where individual users, acting
independently according to their own
self-interest, behave contrary to the
common good of all users by deplet-
ing or spoiling the shared resource
through their collective action. It is
quite worrisome that big business
houses and people at large are not able
to value the gratuitous support pro-
vided by nature due to imprudence
and the incompetence to distinguish
private goods from public goods.

Greenomics is all about econom-
ic factoring of public and non-market-
ed (those not made by man and not
transacted in the market) goods in
computation of the national domes-
tic product of an economy. It is defi-
nitely essential (and poses a challenge
in a way) to evaluate the intrinsic eco-
nomic value, as most of the business
minds have tried to comprehend
today. One such endeavour comes
through the Global Initiative for a
Sustainable Tomorrow (GIST) plat-
form to quantify the impact of nega-

tive externalities by allocating eco-
nomic values to invisibles to make it
a plausible option for inclusion by the
bureaucrats and corporates. 

The concept of GDP accounting
of the poor appears to be crucial in
that it has to blend sustainability along
with big data that is accessible to all.
The TEEB framework facilitates all of
the above by merging it with data ana-
lytics, technology and sustainability.

Certainly, it is not about placing
a price on nature, rather it is about
recognising, demonstrating and valu-
ing nature’s services to people. Nobody
is buying or selling a cloud. The real-
ity is that forests can generate rainfall
that is vital for agricultural productiv-
ity. However, recognising and demon-
strating that true scientific value is the
reality now. 

The idea propagated by TEEB’s
Indian members, “GDP of the poor”,
holds relevance especially in a fragile
atmosphere of everlasting ecological
uncertainties that undoubtedly will

decide the future placement of the
nation on the global map. Their
report signals that the rural produc-
tion system would suffer the most,
given the destruction of our ecosys-
tems. The question that we must ask
ourselves is, that if nations like
Vietnam, Indonesia and so on, can
separately compute the GDP of the
poor, why not India, despite three of
the members on the board of the
TEEB being Indian. Initiatives like
zero-budget natural farming in
Andhra Pradesh and Maharashtra are
welcome and the need of the hour. If
bureaucrats could accept poverty-
alleviation as a mainstream agenda to
make a powerful diminution of rural
poverty, accounting for the GDP of the
poor can be the way forward.

(The writer is Assistant Professor
and Senior Research Scholar,
DRC/FMS, University of Delhi. Inputs
by Kushankur Dey, Assistant Professor,
IIM Lucknow. The views expressed are
personal.)

Make nature’s value visible
If bureaucrats could accept poverty-alleviation as a mainstream agenda to make a powerful diminution 

of rural poverty, accounting for the GDP of the poor can be the way forward
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F O R E I G N  E Y E

Over 30 people have died
and hundreds have been
injured in New Delhi. The
Prime Minister talks of
peace and brotherhood, but
he has led his country here.
The political opposition is
enfeebled. He continues
efforts to muzzle civil
society. Yet it is fighting
back. Indian citizens have
expressed their revulsion at
the country’s direction.

(The Guardian editorial)

A NATION ON FIRE
FOR ITS FREEDOM
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Gold rises Rs 78 
on global cues, 
silver up by Rs 35
NEW DELHI: Gold prices on
Thursday rose by Rs 78 to Rs
43,513 per 10 gram in the
national capital on positive
global trend as worries over
spread of coronavirus raised
yellow metal's safe haven
appeal, according to HDFC
Securities. The precious metal
had closed at Rs 43,435 per 10
gram in the previous trading
session. Silver prices also
gained Rs 35 to Rs 48,130 per
kg from Rs 48,095 per kg.
"Spot gold for 24 karat in Delhi
gained Rs 78 with recovery in
international gold prices. Gold
prices traded higher on
coronavirus worries with
increase of new cases," HDFC
Securities Senior Analyst
(Commodities) Tapan Patel
said.

Skoda Auto launches
Octavia Rs 245 priced
at Rs 35.99 lakh

Vatika leases 50K sq ft
to Decathlon in
Gurugram
NEW DELHI: Realty firm Vatika
has leased about 50,000 sq ft
area to retail chain Decathlon in
its project at Gurugram. Vatika
has leased this space to French
firm Decathlon, which is into
retailing of sports goods, at its
project 'Shopper's Village INXT'
in New Gurugram, Haryana.
The project, which is part of a
large township, will have a
leasable area of around 1.2
million sq ft. Alok Mehta, Head
Product Strategy, Vatika, said
Decathlon has been pre-leased
about 50,000 sq ft area in this
project to open its flagship
store in New Gurugram.

NEW DELHI: Skoda Auto India
on Thursday launched its
limited edition Octavia RS 245
model priced at Rs 35.99 lakh
(ex-showroom) with online
bookings scheduled to open on
March 1. The car can be
booked against a fee of Rs 1
lakh and a limited 200 units of
the model 245 will be sold
exclusively through its
centralised platform
www.buyskodaonline.co.in, the
company said in a statement.
Commenting on the launch,
Skoda Auto India Brand
Director Zac Hollis said, "With
the Octavia RS 245, we
translate our century-long
motorsports legacy into the
fastest koda offering in India."
It offers a combination of high-
performance engine, sporty
appearance and dynamic
driving capabilities along with
class-leading safety and
intelligent connectivity features,
he added.

PNS n LONDON

Shares fell in Europe and Asia
on Thursday after President
Donald Trump announced
that the US was stepping up its
efforts to combat the virus out-
break that began in China, as
the number of cases surpassed
81,000.

Germany's DAX lost 2.2
per cent to 12,498.88 and the
CAC 40 in Paris dropped 2.3
per cent to 5,59.99. In London,
the FTSE 100 lost 2.5 per cent
to 6,869.80. The future for the
Dow Jones Industrial Average
fell 0.5 per cent to 26,779.00
and the future contract for the
S&P 500 was 0.6 per cent
lower, at 3,092.20.

Trump told reporters late
Wednesday that he was open
to spending "whatever is
appropriate" to fight the virus,
after the Senate Democratic
Leader Chuck Schumer of

New York suggested USD 8.5
billion instead of the request-
ed USD 2.5 billion. He put Vice
President Mike Pence in
charge of the response to the
virus outbreak.

Trump said he didn't believe
a pandemic was inevitable,
though health officials stand-
ing beside him warned more
infections are coming. And
shortly after Trump spoke,
the government announced
that another person in the US
was infected — someone in
California who appears not to
have the usual risk factors of
having travelled abroad or
being exposed to another
patient.

Traders are concerned the
global economy could stumble
as major industrial countries
struggles to contain the out-
break. News of hundreds of
new infections in China and
elsewhere helped pull share

prices lower Thursday in Asia.
"Previous crisis playbooks

have all revolved around buy-
ing the dip in equities, so I
wonder just how much further

the fire sale will go before the
market at least starts to scale
in again," Stephen Innes of
AxiCorp said in a report. 

"But based on last night's

price action, it does appear that
any bounce in stocks is likely
to be short-lived. And eventu-
ally, the markets could fall
deeper as investors start to
think what's the point of try-
ing to pick the bottom in the
short term." 

Japan's Nikkei 225 index lost
2.1 per cent to 21,948.23, while
in Australia, the S&P ASX/200
dropped 0.8 per cent to
6,657.90. Hong Kong's climbed

0.3 per cent to 26,778.62.
In South Korea, where 334

new cases of the virus were
reported, the Kospi dropped
1.1 per cent to 2,054.89. The
central bank downgraded its
growth estimate for 2020 to 2.1
per cent from 2.3 per cent and
said the virus outbreak would
have a short-term impact on
business activity, after the
economy expanded at its slow-
est pace in a decade last year. 

The Bank of Korea kept its
key policy rate unchanged, at
its current record low 1.25 per
cent.

The Shanghai Composite
index rose 0.1 per cent to
2,991.33, while shares fell in
Taiwan and most of Southeast
Asia. Thailand's benchmark
rose 1.5 per cent after tumbling
5.1 per cent on Wednesday fol-
lowing reports of newly dis-
covered virus cases.

Investors have been moving
more money from stocks into
bonds in the wake of the out-
break. The yield on the 10-year
Treasury was at 1.29 per cent
Thursday, down from 1.34
per cent. The yield on the
three-month Treasury bill
edged up to 1.51 per cent. The
inversion in the yield between
the 10-year and the 3-month
Treasurys is a red flag for
investors because it has preced-
ed the last seven recessions.

Sensex drops 143 pts 
on coronavirus jitters
PNS n MUMBAI

Extending its losses for the fifth
consecutive session, equity
benchmark Sensex declined
143 points on Thursday track-
ing a global selloff amid rising
fears of the coronavirus out-
break turning into a pandem-
ic and hitting the world econ-
omy.

The expiry of domestic
derivatives contracts too kept
market volatile, traders said.

After plunging over 465.69
points during the day, the 30-
share BSE barometer finally
settled 143.30 points, or 0.36
per cent, lower at 39,745.66.

Similarly, the broader NSE
Nifty fell 45.20 points or 0.39
per cent to end at 11,633.30.

ONGC was the top loser in
the Sensex pack, followed by
HCL Tech, SBI, ICICI Bank,
IndusInd Bank, Hero
MotoCorp and M&M.

On the other hand, Sun
Pharma, Titan, Asian Paints
and Axis Bank led the gainers'
chart.

Market opened in negative

tracking its Asian peers as the
rapid global spread of the
coronavirus kept investors on
the edge and made them seek
safety in gold and bonds, said
Narendra Solanki, Head
Fundamental Research
(Investment Services) - AVP
Equity Research, Anand Rathi
Shares & Stock Brokers.

India is at risk of getting
severely impacted by the epi-

demic economically because of
its high reliance on Chinese
imports for various goods, he
noted.

Benchmarks also remained
volatile on account of month-
ly expiry of derivatives con-
tracts, he said, adding that sen-
timent remained sluggish amid
reports that GDP growth is
likely to stay flat at 4.5 per cent
in October-December 2019.

PNS n WASHINGTON

President Donald Trump has
described the US' relationship
with India now as "extraordi-
nary" and said a lot of progress
was made in bilateral ties dur-
ing his maiden official visit to
the "incredible country" where
America is going to do a lot of
business. 

Trump's remarks came even
as his likely Democratic Party
rival in the November presi-
dential elections Bernie
Sanders criticised the US pres-
ident for what he claimed was
a "failure of leadership" on the
issue of human rights in the
light of the communal riots in
Delhi.  

President Trump and his
family visited India from
February 24 to 25 at the invi-
tation of Prime Minister
Narendra Modi. Trump was
accompanied by top brass of
his administration, including
National Security Advisor
Robert O'Brien.

Talking to reporters after
his return from India on
Wednesday, Trump said, "He
(Prime Minister Modi) is a
great gentleman, a great
leader. It's an incredible
country."

Trump visited
Ahmedabad, Agra and
New Delhi. During his
stay, he addressed a massive
rally in Ahmedabad along
with Modi, visited Agra and
held official meetings in
New Delhi.

The US president was

feted at the world's largest
cricket stadium in the
"Namaste Trump" event in
Ahmedabad and was cheered
by tens of thousands of people.

"We were treated very, very
well and we really enjoyed it. A
lot of tremendous progress
was made in terms of relation-
ship -- our relationship with
India is extraordinary right
now," Trump said.

"We are going to be doing a
lot of business with India, they
are sending billions and bil-
lions of dollars now to the
United States," Trump said
in response to a ques-
tion.

But in the midst
of the positive
comments on
India by Trump,
his family and
administra-

tion officials, his likely
Democratic Party rival in the
November 3 presidential elec-

tion, Sanders slammed
the president and

said the Trump's
statement regard-

ing the vio-
lence in

N e w
Delhi
dur-
i n g
h i s

India visit was a "failure of lead-
ership".

Asked about incidents of
violence during his India visit,
the US president had said, "As
far as the individual attacks, I
heard about it, but I didn't dis-
cuss that with him (Modi).
That's up to India."

Reacting on Trump's state-
ment on the issue, Sanders on
Wednesday tweeted, "Over 200
million Muslims call India
home. Widespread anti-
Muslim mob violence has
killed at least 27 and injured
many more. Trump responds
by saying 'That's up to India'.
This is a failure of leadership
on human rights."

Sanders is the second
Democratic presidential nom-
inee after Senator Elizabeth
Warren to speak against the
violence over the Citizenship
Amendment Act in New Delhi.

Meanwhile, President
Trump's daughter Ivanka noted
that the president announced
that the US International
Development Finance
Corporation (USIDFC) will

open an office in India.
The USIDFC will

establish a permanent
presence in India to
strengthen our eco-
nomic ties, improve
development plus fur-
ther women's eco-
nomic empowerment
through WGDP
(Women's Global
Development and
P r o s p e r i t y
Initiative)!"

New Zealand for
trade pact with India
PNS n NEW DELHI

New Zealand on Thursday
said it will look forward to a
bilateral trade agreement with
India in case New Delhi does
not join the China-backed
mega trade deal RCEP. 

The Narendra Modi-led
government in November
decided not to join Regional
Comprehensive Economic
Partnership (RCEP) deal as
negotiations failed to satisfac-
torily address New Delhi's
"outstanding issues and con-
cerns". However, the possibil-
ity of India joining the trade
pact is open provided its con-
cerns are addressed by the
member nations.

"I met with your minister of
commerce (Piyush Goyal) yes-
terday and we discussed those
issues. Of course, New
Zealand and India have been
busy for some years negotiat-
ing through the rubric of
RCEP and we will know by the
end of the year as to whether
India chooses to stay out or
participate in RCEP.

"But if they don't participate
in RCEP then we will obvious-

ly want to pursue a trading
relationship through a differ-
ent means," New Zealand's
Minister for Trade and Export
Growth David Parker said at
a Ficci conference.

Responding to issues con-
cerning the opening of domes-
tic dairy sector, he said New
Zealand appreciates the con-
cerns of the Indian dairy
industry but expressed hope
that some solutions could be
arrived at through negotia-
tions.

"We know it is an issue of
sensitivity to the Indian gov-
ernment on behalf of the peo-
ple. We know that there is a
real issue for India. The only
way that a deal is eventually
done is if it is mutually bene-
ficial. How might that be done
in respect of dairy. Well it
would be good if it were a fact
based argument". 

India's dairy industry -- the
largest in the world -- had
expressed apprehension that
the RCEP trade pact would
severely impact dairy farmers
because of cheaper imports
from Australia and New
Zealand.

Trump told reporters late Wednesday
that he was open to spending
"whatever is appropriate" to fight the
virus, after the Senate Democratic
Leader Chuck Schumer of New York
suggested USD 8.5 billion instead of
the requested USD 2.5 billion. He put
Vice President Mike Pence in charge of
the response to the virus outbreak.

India is at risk of getting severely
impacted by the epidemic economically
because of its high reliance on Chinese
imports for various goods, he noted

Talking to reporters
after his return
from India on
Wednesday, Trump
said, "He (Prime
Minister Modi) is a
great gentleman, a
great leader. It's an
incredible country."

PNS n NEW DELHI

Jason Kothari, who has the dis-
tinction of transforming sever-
al distressed Indian Internet
firms, shares the turnaround
story of his journey from a
rebel, train-wreck kid to one of
the top ten paid young execu-
tives in the country.

As a college student at
Wharton, Kothari scraped
together money from family
and friends to save his child-
hood favourite comic book
company, Valiant
Entertainment, from bank-
ruptcy and bring it back to life.
A few years later, he trans-
formed Valiant into the third-
largest superhero entertain-
ment company in the world
after Marvel and DC Comics
and sold it for USD 100 mil-

lion. Jason then became a pro-
fessional turnaround leader
and went on to transform dis-
tressed Indian Internet firms
Housing.com, FreeCharge and
Snapdeal, and advise giants like
technology investor Softbank
and real estate developer
Emaar.

In his book "Irrationally
Passionate: My Turnaround

from Rebel to Entrepreneur",
Kothari share's his turnaround
story and the many learnings
from it with students and
young entrepreneurs to help
them in their journey.

Published by Harper
Business, the book tells how
Kothari started as an assistant
to Jackie Chan in Hong Kong,
learned strategy from champi-
on Muay Thai fighters in
Thailand, tackled huge person-
al setbacks and became a CEO
in 60 seconds, among many
other stories.

As the CEO of
Housing.com, Kothari is cred-
ited with leading the transfor-
mation of the distressed com-
pany and a merger with News
Corp's PropTiger to create the
USD 350 million industry
leader.

HMSI launches
BS-VI compliant
Unicorn bike
model
PNS n NEW DELHI

Honda Motorcycle & Scooter
India (HMIS) on Thursday
launched BS-VI compliant
version of its Unicorn bike
model with price starting at
Rs 93,593 (ex-showroom,
Delhi).

The Unicorn BS-VI is
powered by a 160cc engine
providing greater perfor-
mance and superior efficien-
cy, HMSI said in a statement.

"Unicorn was the first
motorcycle introduced by
Honda in India. Since its
launch, it has always been the
benchmark when it comes to
engine refinement and
smooth performance," HMSI
President, CEO & Managing
Director Minoru Kato said.

The Unicorn model has
been in the market for more
than 16 years and has more
than 2.5 million customers,
he added.

HMSI Senior Vice
President, Sales and
Marketing Yadvinder Singh
Guleria said with the new
advanced 160cc engine deliv-
ering more power, Unicorn
BS-VI "will raise the bar for
seamless refined performance
along with the trust of Honda
reliability".

PNS n NEW DELHI

Indian economy will soon
bounce back from its worst
showing in 11 years as a steep
cut in taxes will help attract
investments and the massive
infrastructure spending
revives economic activity,
mining baron Anil Agarwal
said.

Besides spending on build-
ing infrastructure, the govern-
ment should focus on exploit-
ing natural resources the
country has and look at stake
sale in most PSUs.

Public sector firms have
the potential to produce three-
times more than the current
output and should be operat-
ed independently, he told PTI
here.

"I think it (economy) will
bounce back. It has tremen-
dous potential. I see light at the
end of the tunnel, it is not far.
The economy will kick start
soon," he said adding the roll-
out of Goods and Services Tax
(GST) had a temporary impact
but it is being straightened
now.

Indian economic growth
plunged to an 11-year low
in the July-September
quarter when it clocked
4.5 per cent expansion.
The government has

forecast a 5 per cent GDP
growth for the full 2019-20 fis-
cal that ends in March but
many experts believe the
growth rate will be lower than
the projection.

Agarwal, the founder and
chairman of Vedanta, said the
government cutting tax on
companies to the lowest in the
world will attract investment

but companies
need a little
hand-hold-

ing to see
their pro-
j e c t s
through.

Jason Kothari

Jason Kothari reveals mantra
of turnaround success in book

PNS n NEW DELHI

Troubled Vodafone Idea has
written to the telecom depart-
ment expressing its inability to
pay full AGR dues unless the
government takes urgent mea-
sures, including allowing stag-
gered payment, reduction in
levies and implementation of
floor prices in the crisis-ridden
sector.

The letter to the communi-
cations ministry comes at a
time when the company is
confronted with AGR dues of
over Rs 53,000 crore and has
paid a mere 7 per cent of its
liabilities so far.

Warning that it is "not in a

sound financial state",
Vodafone Idea said the com-
pany would be in a position to
meet its liabilities only if the
government initiates steps

including allowing set offs for
GST credit accumulated so far,
and permitting staggered
mechanism for payment of
balance amount of interest,

penalty, and interest on penal-
ty. It said adjustment of GST
credit due from the govern-
ment could help in meeting its
AGR payment.

Citing its losses over last few
years, the company said the
financial stress in the telecom
sector is widely acknowledged.
The company underlined its
current subscriber base of 300

million, and employee base of
10,000 direct staffers while
making a strong plea for
"urgent support from govern-
ment".

Vodafone Idea Ltd (VIL)
said it can settle the balance of
its self-assessed principle if the
Centre allows set-offs of Rs
8,000 crore worth of GST
credit lying with the govern-

ment.
In fact, the amount when

fully set off will even pay in
part the self assessed interest,
it said in the letter to the tele-
com department seen by PTI.

The company has sought a
moratorium of three years on
payment of interest and penal-
ty, and subsequent payment
timeline of 15 years at an
interest of six per cent.

The letter, similar to the one
written by industry body
COAI, has also batted for
grant of loan, equal to AGR
amount at six per cent inter-
est rate "so that the AGR lia-
bility may be discharged
immediately".

Can pay dues if Centre adjusts GST credit: Voda Idea
The company has sought a moratorium
of three years on  payment of interest
and penalty, and subsequent payment
timeline of 15 years at an interest of
six per cent

World shares slump after Trump announcement on virus plans

Trump: India is incredible, lot of
progress made in bilateral ties 

Public sector firms
have the potential to
produce three-times

more than the current output
and should be operated
independently, he told PTI
here.

ANIL AGARWAL 

‘Indian economy
will bounce back’ 



stroll down a by-
lane in front of
Exhibition
Grounds off
Goshamahal road
makes it amply

clear that the lives of bamboo
artisans are tough.

Handmade items like
chairs, baskets, window
blinds, design pieces, table
mats or something as simple
as a stool, are all made on the
roadside and vie for your
attention.

The living conditions of
these artisans are appalling to
say the least, and one is sure-
ly bound to wonder how a
people so talented are unable
to afford a better life.

Bamboo artifacts here are
quite popular for their ele-
gance, beauty and exquisite
designs. However, the arti-
sans earn just about enough
to survive, about Rs 5,000 to
Rs 7,000 per month.

Living in the city for over
60 years, they say that their
ancestors had settled on the
roadside and they have been

here since.
In the barely half-a-km

stretch, over 100 tenements,
each about 8ft x 8ft, exist,
with a nala flowing behind
their homes. A majority of

these bamboo artisans have
migrated from Guntur and
Srikakulam of Andhra
Pradesh and lead a life devoid
of sanitation and hygiene or
even potable water.

The skills have passed
down generations with chil-
dren as young as three years
old contributing. It is an awe-
inspiring sight to see artisans
of all ages cutting bamboo

and weaving beautiful bas-
kets.

Interestingly, women are
considered the breadwinners
of the house.

Bamboo sticks are first

pro-
cured
in bulk
and cut into half. They are
then sliced into thin strips
that are used for weaving. “It
is a tough job to cut the bam-
boo sticks into fine strips
with a sharp knife.
Sometimes, we cut our fin-
gers and bleed,” said Syeda
Fouzia Begum, 32, and a
third generation resident
continuing the family legacy
of making bamboo handi-
crafts.

From beautiful peacock
shaped baskets to simple
blinds, this is a one-stop shop
for all things bamboo-related.
If a customer wants a specific
design or a specific item, they
can be made to order.

Speaking of their work,
Fouzia said, “We were taught
to make items out of bamboo
by our grandparents and this

is all we know. We
have been living

here for 65 years and
still have not been
sanctioned land,
despite being
promised houses by
the government.”

According to her,
some of the houses have
already been demolished.
The artisans here don’t
have the comfort of regu-
lar income; sales depend
on fortune. When there is
no work, the women here
contribute to the household
income by working in near-
by residencies as house helps.

“During the rainy and
winter seasons, sales are
extremely low. Since we need
to feed ourselves and our
children, we work as domes-
tic helps. But in summer we
have a good run as it is the
wedding season and people
need kulfi sticks and other
things of that sort,” Fouzia
continued.

It takes about three days to
weave a blind of 5ft x 7ft.
While a 5ft x 7ft is sold a Rs
1,100 to 1,500, a 7ft x 9ft
blind is sold at Rs 2,000 to Rs
2,500.

Some artisans, who sell
their wares to dealers, do not
even know the market price
of the product. They sell the
goods at the price quoted by
the dealer. Some feel they are
being looted, but are helpless
as they are illiterate and have
no knowledge about market
rates.

Another artisan, Rambabu,
said, “We moved here over 20
years ago from Vizianagaram.
We sell one sq ft mat at Rs 50;
the price varies from cus-
tomer to customer. The flow
of income is very low and not
enough for three meals a day
and to provide proper educa-
tion for our children.”

BAMBOO
HANDICRAFTS

Follow us on

@TheDailyPioneer

facebook.com/

dailypioneer
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Exploring the street of

Not everyone
is born with a

silver spoon in
the mouth and

for some, the
going is really

tough. Case in
point — the

bamboo
artisans who

sell their wares
on the roads

and bylanes of
Nampally

Exhibition
Grounds

off 
Goshamahal

road.
K RAMYA

SREE takes
you through

the work 
of these
artisans
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nubhav Sinha
recently declared
Thappad is meant to
be the concluding
feature of his ‘dis-
crimination trilogy’

— the other two being Mulk
(2018), and Article 15 (2019),
his manifesto on oppression on
the basis of caste. Thappad
trains focus on gender discrim-
ination to complete the picture.

Sinha’s biggest credit as far as
Thappad goes is that he maint-
ains a balance in tone, never
getting overly preachy with
what his narrative has to con-
vey. Thappad merely utilises a
random, impulsive act of slap-
ping to lay out an intricate por-
trait of marital exploitation that
could be happening within the
confines of any household that
might maintain a picture of
calm on the outside.

Importantly, the film ques-
tions the male entitlement of
superiority in a relationship.

Sinha and co-writer
Mrunmayee Lagoo set the tone
for that idea right from the
early frames, long before the
film’s highlight, titular act of
violence actually happens. We
spot it in little things that
define the life of protagonist
Amrita (Taapsee Pannu). It is a
given, for instance, that she is
the one who must wake up to
turn off the alarm clock that
her husband Vikram (Pavail
Gulati) sets, so that he can get
up on time for work. If he must
work all night, she should be
around to fix the printer, and
she must also be there to brew
the perfect cuppa for her in-
laws early next morning.

For Amrita, according that
advantage to Vikram would
seem like a natural thing, main-
ly due to the superior stature of
his family that is unsaid in the
script and yet subtly portrayed.
She is okay with the idea of

being a housewife who has
given up her dream of being a
dancer, and is now satisfied
putting her talent to use only in
giving dance tuitions to the
neighbour’s daughter.

Amrita’s sole purpose in life,
it would seem, is to be happy
and proud about the fact that
Vikram is all set to be trans-
ferred by his firm to London,
where he will take up a top job
and they will set up home in a
house with a cute blue door.

The trigger that sets off tur-
moil in her seemingly content
life is the slap that Vikram
lands on her cheek, at a house
party to celebrate their London
transfer, in an uncharacteristic
and frustrated fit of rage.

The very brief scene, master-
fully written and executed, res-
onates for the sheer sense of
disparity it so simply conveys.
You understand the deepseated
chauvinism about Vikram, an
otherwise sophisticated guy
with a pleasant demeanour,
which drives him to instinctive-
ly take umbrage when his wife
tries stopping him as he enters
into an aggressive showdown
with a colleague at the party.
Amrita, on the other hand, is
expected not to make too much
of the incident because, as her
mother-in-law (Tanvi Azmi)
says, there are guests outside
waiting to be entertained.

Thappad digs deep to estab-
lish the fact that gender dis-

crimination is an outcome of
the upbringing that not just
men, but also women, get in
our country. The screenplay is
quietly effective in the way it
shows how the thought of say-
ing sorry, even long afterward,
never quite crosses Vikram’s
mind. For Amrita, his lack of
remorse sparks off the realisa-
tion that her marriage was
always built on Vikram's ego
and not love.

For maximum impact, the
story draws up subtexts utilis-
ing prop female characters. As
Amrita decides to walk out of
her marriage, we meet her
lawyer (Maya Sarao). She is a
successful career woman who
fights for women’s rights and
yet cannot escape her hus-
band’s (Manav Kaul) brutish
ways in the privacy of their
posh bedroom. At the other
extreme is Amrita’s domestic
help, who suffers physical
abuse regularly at the hands of
her husband because he feels it
is only right that a man beats
up his wife. If these sub plots
appear too familiar while set-
ting up a broader picture,
Sinha does well to execute
them with authenticity.

Yet, despite the film’s overall
profundity, you get a sense that
not everything about Thappad
is perfect. The only man who
seems to have a sense of gender
equality is Amrita’s father
(Kumud Mishra), but he does

not
get
any-
thing sub-
stantial to
do in the
film
apart
from

being
there
for her.
We under-
stand Amrita’s
awakening hap-
pens primarily
because she is slapped
in public, Does that
mean she would have
glossed over the issue had
Vikram assaulted her in pri-
vate? Also, gender equations in
a marital relationship cannot
always be explained in black
and white. The film never quite
delves into the grey areas of
Amrita and Vikram’s marriage.

Still, Thappad resonates with
impact. It is without a doubt
one of the finer films you will
see this year, simply because it
tackles a difficult and powerful
subject with credibility. A cast
of proven talents excels in well-

craft-
ed roles,
toplined by
Taapsee
Pannu’s career-
defining act.

This film is an
urgent call for a world
where there would be no
battle of the sexes.

— IANS

A THAPPAD resonates
with impact CAST:

TAAPSEE PANNU,
PAVAIL GULATI, KUMUD
MISHRA, RATNA PATHAK
SHAH, TANVI AZMI, MAYA

SARAO, DIA MIRZA, MANAV
KAUL; DIRECTION: ANUBHAV

SINHA
RATING: 

4/5

Photos bby K RRamya SSree



ALL FOR
WELLNESS

Sanskruti Shikhar Sanchalit
trust launched its centre

of Physiotherapy and
Yoga at Prakash Nagar, Begumpet

recently. Socialites attended the
launch event and interacted

with yoga experts.

TO NEW
BEGINNINGS

Socialites and political bigwigs
attended the wedding

ceremony of former minister
Mohammed Ali Shabbir's niece

Iqra Parveen, daughter of
Mohammed Nayeemuddin, with

Mohammed Asifuddin, son of
Mohammed Habeebuddin and blessed
the newly-weds. The guests had a gala

time over the delicious food.
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CITY GUIDE

EVENTS

lThe documentary film festival Change 
Chitra will be held tomorrow at Lamakaan 
from 2 pm.

FILM FESTIVAL

GET YOUR EVENT LISTED: To get your events
listed, send your details along with a poster and
contact number to pioneer.features@gmail.com

FOOD FESTIVAL
l Hotel Aditya Park, Ameerpet is organising Kebab,
Biryani and Paratha Food Festival until tomorrow
between 7.30 pm and 11 pm.

COMEDY NIGHTS 

Hyderabad Friday February 28, 2020

l Stand-up comedians Abhijeet Deshpande
and Rupali Tyagi are hosting their new show
Comedy Nights tomorrow at Phoenix Arena
from 7.30 pm.

what’s brewing?

FUN 
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REALITY CHECK SPEED BUMP CROSSWORD

GINGER MEGGS

NANCY

CALVIN AND HOBBES

l Each row and column can
contain each number (1 to 9)
exactly once.

l The sum of all numbers in
any row or column must
equal 45.
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hi La Sow fame
Ruhani Sharma,
who will be next
seen in Friday
release Hit, has
been signed on by

East Coast Productions for
their next venture with Naga
Shaurya. To mark the director-
ial debut of Raja, the project
was announced earlier this
month.

A source close to the devel-
opment says, “Raja was
impressed with Ruhani’s
nuanced role in Chi La Sow. As
the role of the film’s leading
lady has a lot of scope for per-
formance, he felt that Ruhani
is a perfect fit. Producer
Mahesh too echoed a similar
opinion. After she approached
with the role Ruhani was
impressed with the story, her

part and the names behind the
project. So, she gave her nod.”

The source further adds that
Mahesh has roped in Sameer
Reddy for cinematography and
Mahati Sagar for music. To be
officially launched today in
Hyderabad, Dil Raju,
Kalyanram and Harish
Shankar will grace the
muhurat as guests. 

— NG

oining the likes of his col-
leagues like Boman Irani,
Arbaaz Khan and Ronit
Roy, who have dabbled in
Tollywood in the recent
past, Arjun Rampal will

soon be seen in a Telugu film. The
Pioneer has reliably learnt that the
model-turned- actor, who was last
seen in JP Dutta’s Paltan, has been
cast as the antagonist in Pawan
Kalyan’s next with Krish. The film
was launched in a low-key ceremo-
ny in Hyderabad last month.

“Discussions with Rampal went
for over a month and it was only
recently that the actor has agreed to

come on board. He was offered
Telugu films in the past but he was
reluctant to take them up because of
language issues among other factors.
However, he felt the role in Krish’s
film was something any actor would
give his arm and leg for and decided
to simply trust the director with his
lines. He is excited to meet Pawan
Kalyan in the second schedule
which will commence next month,”
confirms a source close to the unit.

The source further adds that
Rampal, who is known for his roles
in films like Rock On!!, Raajneeti
and D-Day, is the second noted face
from Bollywood to have joined the

film. “Jacqueline
Fernandez has agreed
to do a supporting
role in the film. Some
reports have claimed
that she is the film’s
leading lady but it’s
not true,” informs the
source.

A period-drama, the unti-
tled film is being made on a bud-
get of over Rs 100 crore by pro-
ducer AM Ratnam. 

Multiple sets have been erected
for the shoot at the Aluminum
Factory in Lingampally. 

— NG 

My father used to do
six to seven films a

year and I’m close to
his numbers. I’m

very choosy about
my scripts but I

make sure I do at
least five films in a

year. Doing only two
or three films

doesn’t feel I am
doing justice to
my work so I try
to do as many as I

can

ctor Dulquer
Salmaan, who
is known
among the
Telugu audi-
ence for his

movies OK Bangaram
and Mahanati says that it
is always tricky to make
a movie simultaneously
in multiple languages 

“Not all bilingual films
work well and it’s a tricky
situation. The sensibili-
ties and tastes differ for
each region and the lan-
guage. Hence, I love to
learn new languages for
my films and expand my
knowledge to various
dialects within a lan-
guage. Our films must
convey something mean-
ingful to the audience
and I’m very thankful to
the Telugu audience for
encouraging my work,”
says Dulquer, whose lat-
est movie, Kanulu

Kanulanu Dochayante, a
bilingual, is scheduled
for release today. 

About the movie, he
says, “It is not my regular
kind of movie. It has all
the commercial elements
like suspense, thrills, and
love. It keeps the audi-
ence guessing until the
end with lots of twists
and turns. It was shot in
Tamil Nadu and I
dubbed for myself in
both languages.”

“My team always helps
me when it comes to
learning a language. The
unit of Mahanati helped
me a lot with this and I
trust them. Telugu is a
beautiful language and I
love learning it,” he adds.

Directed by Desingh
Periyasamy, actors Ritu
Varma and Gautham
Menon played in pivotal
roles in the film. “It is a
very young team and I

had a nice experience
working with them. I
love to interact with new
people and know about
them. Desingh
Periyasamy is very tal-
ented and he presented
the film in a unique way
that will keep the audi-
ence engaged,” says the
actor.  

Dulquer is quite active
in the industry doing
more than five films a
year. He says, “My father
used to do six to seven
films a year and I’m close
to his numbers. I’m very
choosy about my scripts
but I make sure I do at
least five films in a year.
Doing only two or three
films doesn’t feel I am
doing justice to my work
so I try to do as many as
I can.”

Speaking about his
interest to do period
movies, Dulquer says, “I

haven’t been offered any
epic period dramas. I
don’t see myself in that
space yet. My choice of
period movies would be
the ones related to pre or
post-independence of
India. If I get a script like
that then I will take it
up.”

Dulquer says that peo-
ple are actively seeking
quality in movies, irre-
spective of the language.
He says, “We are at a
time where people are
seeking quality content.
There is a lot of content
being generating every
year on various enter-
tainment platfoms.
People bother more
about the quality of the
movie than about the
lead roles. This is what I
keep in mind when I go
through scripts as I don’t
want to miss out on a
good story.”

Hyderabad Friday February 28, 2020
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A
Actor Dulquer

Salmaan speaks
to the media

about his latest
movie Kanulu

Kanulanu
Dochayante, his
wish to do more
than five films a
year, his take on

period movies
and more, reports

V SATEESH
REDDY

‘PEOPLE ARE ACTIVELY
SEEKING QUALITY IN MOVIES'

ARJUN RAMPAL
to make his T'wood debut

The Bollywood 
model-turned-actor, who

was last seen in Paltan,
has been cast as the
antagonist in Pawan

Kalyan's next with Krish,
finds NAGARAJ GOUD Bunny, Trivikram

to team up again
fter establishing 'non-
Baahubali' records at many
territories across Telugu
states with Ala
Vaikunthapuramlo, the com-
bination of Allu Arjun and

Trivikram Srinivas will be coming
together again. Wait! Before you jump
into crazy conclusions, the news is that
they will be teaming up for a commer-
cial to promote the latest streaming ser-
vice to hit the market, Aha. This OTT
platform is co-owned by the stylish
star's father Allu Aravind. With Vijay
Deverakonda doing his bit for the app
in the first phase of promotions, it's
now Bunny's turn to spread a word

about his father's ambitious digital
foray.

"The ad will talk about Aha being the
only digital platform which streams
pure Telugu content. It's been interest-
ingly conceived with Trivikram provid-
ing his creative inputs. With Bunny
headlining it, expect the commercial to
grab eyeballs. It will be shot in
Hyderabad, before Bunny joins the sets
of Sukumar's next on March 13.
Samantha too will join the second phase
of Aha promotions as she is doing a talk
show for the app, whose glitzy launch is
slated for Ugadi," says a well-placed
source close to the development. 

- NG

A

et to shoot Mallidi
Vasisth’s fantasy
drama shortly,
Nandamuri
Kalyanram has lined
up interesting pro-

jects for the next year. While
producer Mahesh Koneru, who
produced the actor’s successful
film 118, a couple of years ago,
announced a new project with
the actor sometime back last
year, we’ve now learnt that it
will be directed by Vi Anand of
Ekkadiki Pothavu Chinnadava
fame. “The film will be a com-
mercial entertainer but will be
set in an innovative space like
most Anand’s films. Work on
the script is in full-swing,” says
a source.

Then there is another film
for Dil Raju, who has distrib-

uted most of the actor’s films in
Nizam territory in the recent
past. “Kalyan agreed to do a
film for Raju a couple of years
ago and he will be honouring
his word later this year.
Cinematographer-turned-direc-
tor Guhan has been chosen to
direct the film,” informs the
source, further adding that the
actor has recently been narrated
an action-entertainer by Mythri
Movie Makers. “He evinced his
interest but is yet to take a call
on the project as his plate is
already full.”

The actor, whose last release,
Entha Manchi Vaadavuraa, was
the box office turkey, is also
producing his younger brother
Jr NTR’s next with Trivikiram
Srinivas along with S Radha
Krishna.

S
Kalyanram's plate is full

Ruhani roped in for
Naga Shaurya’s next



PTI n MELBOURNE

I
ndia entered the semifinals of the
women’s T20 World Cup after
Shafali Verma’s 34-ball 46 fol-

lowed by a superlative performance
from the bowlers helped the team
notch up a narrow four-run win over
New Zealand here on Thursday.

Invited to bat, India posted a
below-par 133 for eight in the group
A match with Shafali top-scoring
with a 34-ball 46 and Taniya Bhatia
chipping in with a 25-ball 23.

They, however, produced a dis-
ciplined performance with the ball to
restrict New Zealand to 129 for six
and register their third successive win
in the tournament and seal a last-four
spot.

With this win, India topped
Group A, having beaten Australia
and Bangladesh in their last two out-
ing.

“It is a great feeling when your
team is performing like that,” India
skipper Harmanpreet Kaur said after
the match.

“We did the same mistakes, we
got a good start in the first 10 overs
and we didn’t carry the momentum.
We did bowl well in patches and
some times, we were not up to the
mark and have to focus on those
areas,” she added.

Defending a below-par total,
India introduced spin straight away
but Deepti Sharma bled 12 runs with
opener Rachel Priest (12) hitting her
for two boundaries.

But experienced pacer Shikha
Pandey removed Priest in the next
over when she had her caught at mid
wicket.

With Shikha and left-arm spin-
ner Rajeshwari Gayakwad bowling in
tandem, New Zealand played with
caution to reach 28 for one.

Back into the attack, Deepti
then cleaned up Bates with a beau-
ty of a delivery as New Zealand
slipped to 30 for two.

Poonam Yadav and Radha Yadav
then mounted the pressure on the
Kiwis and soon the Black Caps were
34 for 3 when the former dismissed
skipper Sophie Devine (14).

Maddy Green (24) and Katey
Martin (25) then tried to resurrect
the innings with a 36-ball 43-run
stand.

However, Gayakwad returned to

remove Green, who danced down the
pitch only to end up with an outside
edge as Bhatia did the rest.

Radha then dismissed Martin to
leave New Zealand at 90 for 5 in 16.3
overs.

Needing 44 off 21 balls, Kerr (34)
blasted four boundaries to accumu-
late 18 runs in the penultimate over
bowled by Poonam to bring the
equation down to 16 off six balls.

In the final over, Heyley Jensen
(11) and Kerr cracked a four each but
Shikha held her nerves in the end to
ensure India’s win.
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CHRISTCHURCH: Ajinkya Rahane wants to take
on the New Zealand pace battery with more
intent in the second Test and his foolproof strat-
egy includes countering the awkward angles
which became a nightmare for Indian bats-
men during the first Test.

Rahane, who top-scored with 46 in
the first innings of the opening Test,
is hopeful that a turnaround will
happen on a green top at the
Hagley Oval, which he reckons will
be better for batting compared to
the one they got in Wellington.

“I am not saying (we have to be) more
aggressive but having that intent and clear
mindset will help us,” Rahane told
reporters on Thursday.

New Zealand pacers Trent Boult, Tim
Southee and Kyle Jamieson used the
short ball liberally after coming wide of the
crease with an angle that was disconcert-
ing for the batsmen.

“I think they used that angle really well
in Wellington. Bowling wide of the crease or
from the centre, they changed angles while
bowling the short balls. I think their plan was
completely clear.

“As a batsman, if you going to think about a
particular shot, then you need to back yourself and
play that shot. You cannot doubt yourself. We
need to forget what happened in Wellington,”
the Indian vice-captain said.

According to Rahane, the two net sessions

at the Hagley Oval is being used to practice
negating the awkward angles that Neil Wagner
and company can create.

“That’s what I said: try and learn what mis-
takes we did as a group, what

can we learn. I think we have
to practice those angles. We
had a practice session and we
have one more tomorrow.
And you have to practice
that and trust your ability in

the middle,” Rahane said in a
reassuring tone.

While net sessions are important, it’s
the instincts in match situations that
counts, he said.

“But to change or adjust those angles
there are times you need to be instinctive
while you are batting. It can mean stand-

ing on off-stump, or standing outside the
crease or staying deep inside the crease - like

if it is a pitch for cut shot then you can stand
deeper in the crease. This is the mental side

of the game,” Rahane said.
“For me, as a batsman it is important you

show your intent to the bowler, if you stand
in one spot then the bowler doesn’t need to
change anything. These are small things we
have been working on in practice and how to
use the crease and the angles.  Doesn’t mat-
ter how much you practice you must trust or
have the belief to be able to do it in the mid-

dle,” he added. PTI

PTI n CHRISTCHURCH

Virat Kohli will be itching to make a
comeback in the second Test and the

best chance for New Zealand will be to
exploit the sideways movement which can
spell trouble for the Indian captain, feels
opener Tom Latham.

Kohli had an indifferent tour of New
Zealand so far. He was out for 2 and 19 in
the first Test in Wellington.

“When Virat comes out to bat we will be
ready. He is a quality player and there is a
reason why he is up around that No 1 rank
for such a period of time,” Latham said at
the media conference on Thursday.

“He has done it for long time and done
it in all conditions. If the surface is conducive
to sideways movement we will try and
exploit that,” said Latham.

Jasprit Bumrah and Mohammed Shami
might have had a below par game in
Wellington but Latham said they remain
world class bowlers and the team would be
certainly wary of them.

“We have played those guys really well
in the first Test. But they are World class per-
formers and we will be wary of them.
Certainly they would be on top of their game
and if we play well it will give us a good
chance. We need to be consistent for long
periods,” he said.

Latham is sure that Neil Wagner’s come-
back will add firepower to the side.

“I haven’t yet seen him but when he
rocks up for training he will be absolutely
fizzing up to get going and obviously he will
be raring to go. He is been a quality per-
former for a number of years for us,”
Latham said.

The Hagley Oval surface will have
bounce and Latham expects Wagner to be
more than a handful.

“It’s something that Neil has obviously
been so good at for so long and he is sec-
ond to none in terms of accuracy.

“He is a short guy and that makes him
harder to play. If the surface is up for that
plan he will be looking to go round with
that.”

The first day will be important reckoned
Latham.

“Generally, it’s a good surface and sur-
faces in NZ have been on the greener side
at the start and then flatten out. So we need
to do well on day one.”

PTI n CHRISTCHURCH

Young opener Prithvi Shaw
missed Thursday’s train-

ing session due to a swelling on
his left foot, increasing Indian
team management’s worries
ahead of the second Test against
New Zealand beginning on
Saturday.

According to sources, Shaw
will undergo a blood test on
Thursday to ascertain the rea-
son of the swelling.

In case the medical report
is favourable, a call will be
taken during Friday’s
practice session on his
availability for the second
Test. If Shaw is not
comfortable while
batting, he will not
make it to the playing XI.

Shubman Gill had a
good net session on
Thursday and it is expect-
ed that he would be asked
to open the
innings along-
side Mayank
Agarwal if Shaw
is unable to
make it.

D u r i n g
Thursday’s nets,
head coach Ravi

Shastri was seen paying extra
attention to Gill’s session. At
one point, Shastri walked up to
Gill and was seen giving some
technical inputs about foot-
work to Gill and what's required
to check his uppish drives.

The Indian team manage-
ment is hopeful that the
swelling will not be a serious
concern for Shaw.

The Mumbai opener didn't
even take part in the customary

warm-up session where
players had a good
time playing touch
rugby.

Shaw had a
poor outing in the

first Test in
Wellington, get-

ting dismissed
cheaply in
both the
innings.

AFP n CAPE TOWN

David Warner and Aaron
Finch launched a brutal

assault on the South African
bowlers to set up a comprehensive
97-run Australian victory in the
series-deciding third Twenty20
international at Newlands.

In a near-repeat of Australia’s
record 107-run win in the first
match of the series in
Johannesburg, South Africa cap-
tain Quinton de Kock’s decision
to bowl first backfired spectacu-
larly.

Led by opening batsmen

Warner (57) and captain Finch
(55), Australia piled up 193 for
five — three fewer than they made
in Johannesburg.

They then bowled out South
Africa for 96, just seven more than
the host country’s record low in
Johannesburg.

As in Johannesburg, left-arm
fast bowler Mitchell Starc bowled
De Kock, South Africa’s star bats-
man, in the first over of the
home team’s reply.

He followed up by dismissing
former captain Faf du Plessis in
the third over and was named
man-of-the-match after taking

three for 23.
Finch was named man of the

series for his aggressive batting
and astute captaincy.

“The guys have bought into
the roles they have been asked to
play,” he said.

It was the first time Warner
and Steve Smith had played at
Newlands since both were banned
for a year after a ball-tampering
scandal at the same ground two
years ago.

South Africa were never in the
game after Warner and Finch
thrashed 120 for the first wicket off
74 balls.

Apart from some powerful
hitting by both players, they forced
the South Africans into fielding
errors with their aggressive run-
ning between wickets.

“It’s something we pride our-
selves on,” said Finch.

“It’s quite disappointing the
way we lost,” said De Kock. “We
have to keep our heads up and
keep looking forward."

Although Finch said he would
have batted if he had won because
of the dryness of the pitch, De
Kock said he would make the
same decision to bowl again.

He said he still thought chas-
ing a target at Newlands was a pre-
ferred option, but admitted:
“Australia were 20 runs above par.”

PTI n NEW DELHI

Ex p l o s i v e
Australian bats-

man David Warner
was on Thursday
reinstated as IPL
franchise Sunrisers
Hyderabad’s cap-
tain, a position that
he had to give up
after the ball-tam-
pering scandal in
2018.

The 33-year-
old Warner, who
led the Sunrisers
to the trophy in
2016, will take over
from New Zealand
skipper Kane
Williamson for the
season starting March 29.

“I am thrilled to be given the captain-
cy for this coming IPL 2020. I’m extreme-
ly grateful for the opportunity to lead the
side once again,” Warner said in a video
posted by the Sunrisers Hyderabad.

“I’d like to thank Kane (Williamson)
for the way you guys led the team
throughout the last couple of years and
I’d be leaning on you guys for support and
insight to the game as well,” he said.

“To the management thank you for
the opportunity and I’m sure I’ll be
doing my very best to try and lead us and
lift again the IPL trophy this coming year,”
he added.

THREE IN A ROW

Indian team celebrate their win over New Zealand in their third game of Women's T20 World Cup in Melbourne AP

Shafali’s 46, bowler’s economical spell help Harman & Co book last 4 place with narrow four-run win over White Ferns

Aus thrash B’desh

PTI n MELBOURNE

Wicket-keeper batswoman
Taniya Bhatia says the

Indian team has got better at read-
ing and handling different situa-
tions, which was evident during
the recent tri-series in Australia.

India on Thursday became
the first team to seal a semifinal
spot at the T20 World Cup follow-
ing a narrow four-run win over
New Zealand here.

“In the last 12 to 14 months,
we have improved a lot as a unit.
We’re in a really positive position.
We’ve been playing well ever
since the tri-series. I think we’ve
got a lot better as a team in work-
ing out how to handle and read
situations well,” Bhatia said at the
post-match press conference.

“The results are in our favour,

but we need to keep up the
momentum. If we do that, we will
do well and hopefully we can win
the final,” Bhatia added.

Bhatia is optimistic that their
batters will definitely come good
in the remaining matches of the
tournament.

“We’re playing well, it’s just
one or two odd games where our
batters failed to perform. Shafali
is giving us a good start and the
rest of us batters will take up
responsibility,” she said.

Bhatia said she is open to bat
at any position for the team's
cause.

“I can bat well up the order
and I know I’m capable of scor-
ing runs there,” she said.

India will play Sri Lanka in
their last Group A game on
Saturday. 

Poonam Yadav celebrates with Taniya Bhatia after the later stumped out opposition player

We read & handle situations
better now, says Taniya

PTI n CANBERRA

Alyssa Healy and Beth
Mooney hit attacking half-

centuries in a dominating 151-
run opening stand as Australia
hammered Bangladesh by 86
runs in their ICC Women’s T20
World Cup match, here on
Thursday.

The partnership between
Healy (83) and Mooney (81 not
out) is Australia’s highest for
any wicket at the Women’s T20
World Cup.

Australia’s 189 for one, the
highest total of the tournament,
proved too much for Bangladesh
who could manage only 103 for
nine.

Kiwis look to exploit
sideways movement
against Kohli

Aggressive intent & clear mindset
against pace will help us: Rahane

Jaffer advises Indian
batsmen to score big
NAVI MUMBAI: Wasim Jaffer, a domestic crick-
et giant, says unless the Indian batsmen build
on their starts and put a big total on the board,
bouncing back in the Test series against New
Zealand will be extremely difficult.

“Virat has a lean patch for a while, so I am
expecting him to come back stronger. Pujara
needs some runs under his belt. Most impor-
tantly they need to convert their starts into
three figures, if that dosen’t happen and if we
don’t put score of 350-400 runs then it is dif-
ficult,” Jaffer told PTI.

“In 200-250 (runs) you can’t win a Test
match unless there is much help from the
pitch. When we bat first or bat second, we need
to score 400-450 runs,” Jaffer said.

Jaffer also felt that the team getting bun-
dled out for below 200 in the first Test was not
beffiting of its number one rank in the
longest format of the game.

“They kept our run-rate in check and kept
our batsmen under pressure for long periods.
I felt that in the first innings the conditions
were favourable for bowlers, but they worked
out an strategy of bouncers and we should
have batted better in the second innings. To
get out both times under 200 is unlike the
number one Test team,” he said. PTI

Prithvi skips practice
with swollen foot

Warner, Finch power hunt Proteas

Australian players pose with winners’ trophy after win in 3rd T20I AP

Warner back as SRH captain

David Warner walks back
to the pavilion AP

PTI n NEW DELHI

The Barsapara Stadium
in Guwahati will host

former champions Rajasthan
Royals’ f irst two home
matches during the upcom-
ing edition of the Indian
Premier League, the BCCI
said on Thursday.

“They will now play
Delhi Capitals & Kolkata
Knight Riders on April 5th
& April 9th respectively in
Guwahati. Both games will
have an 8 PM IST start,”
BCCI secretary Jay Shah
said in a release.

Rajasthan Royals will
play their remaining five
home matches at their des-
ignated home ground of
Sawai Mansingh Stadium in
Jaipur.

The Steve Smith-led
Rajasthan Royals will open
their campaign with an away
match against Chennai
Super Kings on April 2.

“The Royals are bring-
ing the IPL to the Northeast
for the very first time,
expanding cricket’s footprint
in the region. See you in

April, Guwahati!,” Rajasthan
Royals wrote on their official
twitter handle.

Last year, Rajasthan
Royals had made a request
to play few of their matches
in Guwahati and have been
in talks with the Assam
Cricket Association (ACA)
for quite sometime. The
move, which is backed by
the IPL Governing Council,
was however challenged by
a PIL at the Rajasthan High
Court earlier this year.

The reason behind such
a move was Royals' unhap-
piness with the ailing crick-
eting ecosystem in the state
and also their poor relation
with the Rajasthan Cricket
Association (RCA).

The Royals also had
been incurring losses due to
reasons such as high
demands for free tickets and
mandatory allotment of
seats to RCA.

Inaugral edition win-
ners Rajasthan Royals had
earlier played at Ahmedabad
in 2010, and Ahmedabad
and Mumbai's Brabourne
Stadium in the 2015 season.

Virat Kohli plays a pull shot AP

Guwahati will host 2
games of RR in IPL


