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Amid chants of Jai Shri Ram
by the ruling BJP mem-

bers, Prime Minister Narendra
Modi on Wednesday
announced in the Lok Sabha
the formation of a 15-member
trust — Shri Ram
Janmabhoomi Teertha Kshetra
— to construct a Ram Temple
in Ayodhya.

Resolving the Ayodhya
temple dispute in its landmark
judgment, the Supreme Court
has asked the Government to
form a trust for temple con-
struction and allot five acre
land by February 9 for the con-
struction of a mosque.

As per the SC order, the
Uttar Pradesh Government on
Wednesday allotted five acre to
Sunni Waqf Board in Ayodhya
district at Dhannipur village, 19
kilometres from the district
headquarters.

Making a statement in the
Lok Sabha soon after a meet-
ing of the Union Cabinet, the
Prime Minister said he wants
to share information on a “very

important and historical sub-
ject for the country.”

“This topic is close to my
heart like millions of country-
men and I consider it my great
fortune to talk about it,” he said,
declaring the trust. “An
autonomous trust has been
formed, it is called ‘Shri Ram
Janmabhoomi Teertha
Kshetra,” said Modi, with the
Lok Sabha witnessing the
chanting of “Jai Shri Ram” by
the Treasury Bench.

The Prime Minister said
after the verdict on the Ram
Janmabhoomi issue came out,
the people of India displayed
remarkable faith in democrat-
ic processes and procedures.

“I salute the 130 crore peo-
ple of India,” Modi said in his
over 10-minute long address.
“Let us all support construction
of a grand Ram Temple in
Ayodhya,” he said. 

“Our culture, our traditions
give us the vision of Vasudhaiva
Kutumbakam and Sarve
Bhavantu Sukhina. It also gives
inspiration to move forward
with this feeling. In India, peo-

ple of all faiths, be it Hindus,
Muslims, Sikhs, Christians,
Buddhists, Parsis and Jains,
we are all members of a broad

family. May every member of
this family be happy, be healthy,
prosper, develop the country
with the same spirit,” he said.

The PM said the
Government is following the
mantra of “Sabka Saath, Sabka
Vikas, Sabka Vishwas”. All the
members should express their
support for the construction of
a grand Ram temple in
Ayodhya, he said.

Soon after the Prime
Minister’s announcement,
Union Home Minister Amit
Shah said the trust will have 15
members, including one from
the Dalit community. In the
evening Union Home Ministry
issued notification on the for-

mation the Shri Ram
Janmabhoomi Teerth Kshetra,
with its office in Delhi’s Greater
Kailash locality. A trust named
“Shri Ram Janmabhoomi
Teerth Kshetra” was registered
with its registered office at R-
20, Greater Kailash Part-1,
New Delhi 110048, the notifi-
cation said. This is the Delhi
residence of legal luminary
and two-time Attorney General
of India K Parasaran, the lead
counsel for the Hindu parties
in the Ram Janmabhoomi-
Babri Masjid title dispute case.

In a notification, the
Ministry also said the Uttar
Pradesh Government had
already issued the allotment let-
ter of a five-acre plot to the
Sunni Waqf Board for con-
struction of a mosque, as
directed by the Supreme Court.

The land earmarked for
the construction of mosque by
Sunni Wakf Board is in
Dhannipur village in tehsil
Sohawal in Ayodhya on the
Lucknow highway, about 19
kilometres from the district
headquarters, State Government
spokesperson Shrikant Sharma
told reporters. The decision
was taken at a Cabinet meeting
chaired by Uttar Pradesh Chief
Minister Yogi Adityanath on
Wednesday morning.

“The State Government
had sent three alternatives for
land to the Centre. This one
was accepted by the Centre and
the State Cabinet has approved
its allotment. There is good
transportation facility to reach
here and communal amity and
law and order are also good,”
Sharma added.
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The Delhi High Court on
Wednesday set a 7-day

deadline for the four Nirbhaya
case death-row convicts to
exhaust their remaining legal
remedies but at the same time
refused to stay a trial court
order that postponed the
February 2 death warrant. 

The HC said the four have
to be hanged together and not
separately and faulted the
authorities concerned for not
taking steps for issuance of
death warrant after the rejec-
tion of appeals of the convicts
by the Supreme Court in 2017.

The HC said, “It cannot be
disputed that the convicts have
frustrated the process by using
delaying tactics.” The HC made
it clear that if the four convicts
choose not to make any type of
petition in seven days from
now, the authorities concerned
will deal with the matter, as per

the law, without further delay. 
The Centre and the Delhi

Government moved the
Supreme Court on Wednesday
challenging the rejection of
their plea by the HC 
against the trial court order
staying the hanging of the four
convicts.

Meanwhile, President
Ram Nath Kovind has reject-
ed the mercy petition of
Akshay Kumar Singh, one of
the four men facing gallows in
the Nirbhaya case, Home
Ministry officials.

Reacting to the HC deci-
sion, Nirbhaya's mother Asha
Devi said she will be happy
only on the day when all con-
victs are hanged. 

The trial court had on
January 31 stayed “till further
orders” execution of the four
convicts in the case — Mukesh
Kumar Singh (32), Pawan
Gupta (25), Vinay Kumar
Sharma (26), and Akshay
Kumar (31). 
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The 15th Auto Expo was
kicked off by the country’s

largest carmaker Maruti-
Suzuki as it historically has
been, early in the morning. But
the eight o’clock start on a cold
Wednesday morning at the
India Expo Mart in Greater
Noida could not take away
from the fact that this Auto
Expo was a little bit “thanda”

(cold) in a matter of speaking
for seasoned auto industry 
veterans. 

With all major two-wheel-
er manufacturers with the
exception of Suzuki and sever-
al large automobile manufac-
turers such as Honda, Ford,
Audi and BMW as well as com-
mercial vehicle manufacturers
such as Ashok Leyland and
Volvo-Eicher steering clear of
the Auto Expo, the India Expo

mart looked and felt emptier
than it usually is for this cele-
bration of the Indian automo-
tive industry. 

This was in no small part
thanks to the last eighteen
months for the industry, col-
lapsing sales, rapidly declining
margins and policy paralysis
surrounding the introduction
(or not) of electric vehicles,
spending a few crores on a
stand at the show might have
seemed like an extravagance. 

Indeed, if it were not for
the Chinese manufacturers
such as Shanghai Automotive
Industrial Corporation (SAIC)
through MG Motor and the
soon to launch Great Wall
Motors (GWM) even more
halls might have gone empty. 

But that did not stop a slew
of new concepts that were
introduced and new vehicles
showcased at the Auto Expo.
The showstopper on the first
day was the rebirth of Tata
Motors’ Sierra SUV. The orig-
inal Sierra which many con-
sider India’s first “real” Sports
Utility Vehicle has been given
a modern makeover and while

Tata Motors officials were quick
to point out that this was just
a concept, it really got the
assembled crowds going.
Maruti-Suzuki showcased the
Futuro-E the concept of their
future electric platform but
gave no timelines of when
such a vehicle will hit the
roads although Kenichi
Ayukawa, Managing Director,

Maruti-Suzuki took a “pledge”
that the carmaker would sell a
million green vehicles, includ-
ing CNG, hybrids and electrics
in the coming decade. 

However, it was French
carmaker Renault that
launched the first car of the
Expo, the automatic version of
the Triber.

Continued on Page 7
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Prime Minister Narendra
Modi inaugurated India’s

largest ever DefExpo 2020 in
Lucknow on Wednesday and
set a target of defence exports
worth $5 billion (�35,000

crore) in the next five years.
Stressing the need for India

to attain self-reliance in mili-
tary needs to face present and
future security challenges,
Modi said unless the country
controls its massive defence
import bill, the dream of

becoming a $5 trillion econo-
my could not be realised.

“India has been a major
military power in the past but
post-Independence the coun-
try failed to capitalise on its his-
torical capabilities of indige-
nously producing its defence

needs. India is the largest
democracy in the world, has
the second largest Army, fifth
largest economy and is also the
biggest arms importer. How
long can we heavily rely on
imports,’’ asked the PM.

However, Modi observed
that India’s pursuit of self-
reliance was to secure its
national interests, especially
against the backdrop of threats
it faced in the region, and not
targeted against any nation.

“India never had expan-
sionist ambitions and never
attacked any country nor will
we ever do it. Besides our own
defence, we have also obliga-
tions towards the security of
our neighbours in Indian
Ocean region. We are not inter-
ested in warfare, but welfare,’’
Modi pointed out.

The PM said from defence
exports valued at �2,000 crore
a few years back, the nation had
achieved defence exports worth
�17,000 crore so far. “But our
target is to hit $5 billion in the
next five years,” he said.

“India has always been a
trusted partner for world peace
and contributed during the
two World Wars despite having
no direct stakes in these con-
flicts. Nearly 6,000 Indian secu-
rity personnel were currently

deployed in the UN Peace
Keeping missions in African
nations,” Modi said.

Underlining the impor-
tance of “Make in India”, the
PM said DefExpo 2020 is
among the biggest defence
shows globally and would con-
tribute immensely towards
showcasing India as an ideal
investment destination for mil-
itary hardware. “India is not
only a big market, but offers
huge business opportunities,”
Modi told foreign investors
and assured that their invest-
ments would provide good

returns and help India become
self-reliant in defence needs.

The PM further said that
Defence Research and
Development Organisation
(DRDO) was helping defence
sector start-ups to scale up and
develop new products based on
modern technologies, includ-
ing artificial intelligence (AI)
etc.

Meanwhile, Modi
espoused the development of
defence manufacturing capac-
ity in domestic private sector
and talked about enabling poli-
cies, including liberal licensing

regime, implemented by
Central Government and
defence establishments to pro-
mote collaboration. “The
DRDO was facilitating free
transfer of defence technologies
and created five new testing
labs for start-ups to promote
innovation,” he said.

Referring to Defence
Manufacturing Corridors in
Tamil Nadu and Uttar Pradesh,
Modi said that these hubs
would not only help India
become self-reliant in defence
manufacturing but also help
micro, small and medium

enterprises (MSME).
He said that Indian Space

Research Organisation (ISRO)
was exploring outer space for
public welfare and not for war-
fare, while DRDO was devel-
oping capabilities to protect
these outer space assets from
potential threats.

The Prime Minister said
his Government has intro-
duced several reforms in the
Defence Ministry and imple-
mented ease of doing business
(EODB) resulting in sharp 

Continued on Page 7
See also Pgs 2, 3, 4, 16
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Chief Minister Yogi
Adityanath on Wednesday

said that the Uttar Pradesh gov-
ernment would sign 23
Memorandums of
Understanding (MoUs) during
the ongoing DefExpo 2020 in
Lucknow. 

Yogi said that these agree-
ments would create employ-
ment opportunities for 3,00,000
people and fetch investments
worth Rs 50,000 crore for UP
Defence Manufacturing
Corridor spanning six nodes at
Lucknow, Kanpur, Jhansi,
Chitrakoot, Aligarh and Agra. 

The chief minister was
addressing a gathering after
Prime Minister Narendra Modi
inaugurated India’s largest ever
DefExpo 2020.

“The DefExpo in Lucknow
is a big achievement for UP,”
the chief minister said while
thanking Prime Minister
Modi and Defence Minister
Rajnath Singh, who is also the
local member of Parliament
(MP).

“After UP was awarded the
defence manufacturing corri-
dor by Prime Minister Modi in
2018, we formulated our
defence and aerospace policy
and created a large land bank
of 25,000 acres in the six
nodes,” he informed the gath-
ering. 

The chief minister claimed
that owing to better connectiv-
ity in UP and improved law
and order, the state has
emerged as a preferred invest-
ment destination, and the

DefExpo would further fuel its
forward march.

Yogi stressed that the gov-
ernment was striving hard to
speed up infrastructure devel-
opment and build a network of
mega expressways. 

“While, two expressways
— Yamuna Expressway and
Agra-Lucknow Expressway —
are operational, two other
expressways — Purvanchal
Expressway and Bundelkhand

Expressway — are touted to be
thrown open for public use in
the next couple of years,” he
claimed.

“We are also working on
our third proposed ‘Ganga
Expressway’, which would con-
nect Meerut and Prayagraj
(Allahabad),” Yogi added.

The chief minister further
mentioned Asia’s biggest green-
field international airport pro-
posed at Jewar in Greater

Noida and the development of
11 new airports under region-
al connectivity scheme.

Underlining the aim of
‘Make in India’ for India and
the world, Yogi said that
DefExpo 2020 was among the
biggest defence shows global-
ly and it would contribute
towards showcasing India as an
ideal investment destination for
defence and military hard-
ware.

&���� 	�����

In a bid to make India a defence manu-
facturing hub, Defence Minister Rajnath

Singh unveiled a 3P strategy—Policy,
Production and Partnership — at the
ongoing DefExpo 2020 in Lucknow on
Wednesday 

Speaking at the inaugural ceremony,
Singh said, “The sheer magnitude and scale
of defence expo endeavour is symbolical-
ly representative of the vision of Prime
Minister Narendra Modi’s government for
a New India that aims to emerge as a pow-
erhouse in defence manufacturing. The
essence of our initiative can be collective-
ly termed as 3P strategy — Policy,
Production and Partnership.”  

The event touched new heights with
the presence of defence ministers from 40
countries, more than 165 foreign firms and
around 1,000 exhibitors.

“As part of our efforts to unleash the
potential in defence production, we have
liberalised foreign direct investment (FDI)
cap to 49 per cent through the direct route,
and above that up to 100 per cent through
the government route,” he added.

“We have already started single win-
dow clearance for setting up industries.
Alongside, we have made improvements
in infrastructure development, skilling
manpower and advancing connectivity,”
Singh said. 

Defence ministers of India and African
nations will hold their conclave on
Thursday, which is happening for the first
time.

“The India-Africa Defence Ministers
Conclave is also a proof of how big and
important the platform has become in
terms of bringing together and connect-
ing technological innovation and business
opportunity,” the defence minister said.

On Make in India and Offset policy,
Singh said, “We are committed to enhanc-
ing our defence production through Make
in India and Offset policy. This aims at

integrating India’s defence industry with
major foreign OEMs, providing Indian
companies an opportunity to produce
world-class components.”

Singh also said that India did not seek
to create strategic dependencies by way of
becoming a defence manufacturing hub. 

“As a responsible power, India also
believes that the export of defence equip-
ment should not seek to create strategic
dependencies but instead meet the legit-
imate needs of importing nations and con-
tribute to the cause of peace and securi-
ty,” the defence minister said.

On Wednesday, he held bilateral meet-
ings with his counterparts from the United
Arab Emirates, the UK, Maldives,
Kyrgyzstan and Oman, and discussed
ways to ramp up defence cooperation, par-
ticularly in the defence manufacturing sec-
tor.

In the delegation-level talks with
British Minister for Defence Procurement
James Heappey, Singh underlined the
growing ties between the two countries, a
Defence Ministry statement said.

It said the discussions focussed on

opportunities to enhance defence engage-
ments between the two countries

In the meeting with Singh, Maldivian
Defence Minister Uza Mariya Ahmed Didi
expressed her country’s gratitude to India
for bringing back seven Maldivian students
from the coronavirus-hit Wuhan city in
China.She underlined the opportunities
that exist to further enhance defence
cooperation especially in the maritime
domain, to which Singh responded posi-
tively, the ministry said.

In their meeting, Defence Minister of
Kyrgyzstan Colonel Erlis Terdikbayev and
Singh agreed that to hold a joint exercise
involving the special forces of  India and
Kyrgyzstan.

The focus of meeting between Singh
and Defence Minister of Oman Badr
Saud Harib Al Busaidi was to boost over-
all defence partnership.

“Defence cooperation was the key pil-
lar of bilateral relations between the two
countries. Both ministers discussed mea-
sures to further strengthen defence part-
nership, by enhancing joint maritime
security exercises,” the ministry said.

Lucknow  (PNS):
Samajwadi Party chief Akhilesh
Yadav targeted the Bharatiya
Janata Party government as it
hosted the DefExpo 20202 in
Lucknow on Wednesday. 

Posting a clip of IAF planes
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Hindustan Aeronautics
Limited (HAL), Israel

Aerospace Industries Limited
(IAI) and Dynamatic
Technologies Limited (DTL)
signed a Memorandum of
Understanding (MoU) for mar-
keting, manufacturing and sell-
ing of IAI’s Unmanned Aerial
Vehicles (UAVs) to Indian
potential customers such as
defence forces, paramilitary
forces and Central Armed
Police Forces at the ongoing
DefExpo 2020 in Lucknow on
Wednesday

The MoU was signed
between ED (Corporate
Planning), HAL Sanjiv Shukla,
Executive Vice President
(Marketing) IAI, Eli Alfassi,
and Executive Director &
Global COO (hydraulics and
homeland security) for DTL,
Arvind Mishra, in the presence
of HAL CMD R Madhavan and
senior executives of HAL, IAI
and DTL.

On the occasion,
Madhavan said, “The collabo-

ration will provide excellent
opportunity to HAL to expand
its product offerings to defence
customers, absorb critical tech-
nologies and strengthen the
aerospace ecosystem in the
country, especially for UAVs.”

IAI President and CEO

Nimrod Sheffer said, “We are
delighted to sign a strategic
agreement with our partners,
HAL and DTL. India is an
important strategic market for
UAVs and I am confident of
IAI’s extensive experience and
the technological capabilities of
HAL and DTL will lead to sig-
nificant advancements in the
field.”

Dynamatic Technologies
Limited CEO & Managing

Director Dr Udayant
Malhoutra said, “This is a
global PPP between HAL, our
partner for over two decades,
IAI, a world leader in UAV
technology we have been team-
ing with since 2017. This col-
laboration will boost Make-in-

India and we are committed to
establishing a broad technolog-
ical and industrial eco-system
within the country”.

Presently, UAVs play sig-
nificant role in wars and other
tactical missions such as intel-
ligence, surveillance and recon-
naissance (ISR). In the coming
years, Indian defence forces are
likely to induct a large number
of UAVs to meet such require-
ments.  HAL has the best capa-

bility and infrastructure avail-
able in India to manufacture
world class and battle proven
UAVs of IAI. 

IAI as design authority,
HAL as principal contractor
and DTL as principal sub-
contractor will complement
each other to provide best in
class Make-in-India UAVs to
Indian defence forces.

HAL, as a long-time part-
ner of IAI, is involved in the
depot level maintenance of all
the MALE and short range
class of UAVs supplied by IAI
to the Indian defence forces
since 2004. 

Taking the HAL-IAI col-
laboration one step ahead,
through the MoU, this partner-
ship would be the first in coun-
try to manufacture IAI
designed UAVs in India like
short range tactical class hav-
ing long endurance. This col-
laboration will enhance tech-
nology sharing and business
partnership between India and
Israel. 

&���� 69�),:�

Director General (Acquisition) and
Additional Secretary, Department of

Defence, Government of India, Apurva
Chandra, said that Israel was a key con-
tributor to India’s readiness to face
challenges.

Speaking at ‘India-Israel
Opportunities in Defence Cooperation:
Future Vectors of Digital Battlefield’,
organised by FICCI with SIBAT (Israel
Ministry of Defence) and Indian
Ministry of Defence (MoD) at DefExpo
2020 in Lucknow on Wednesday,
Chandra said that Israel was the largest
contributor to India’s preparedness for
any adversities and had been always
forthcoming to share high-end technol-
ogy.

The DG expressed confidence on a
continued partnership with Israel as
all MoD contracts so far had been con-
cluded on time and the overall experi-
ence with Israel had been highly satis-
fying.

Chandra listed out unmanned vehi-
cles, UAVs, border management and
after-sales support/MRO as the new
focus areas of cooperation between
India and Israel at the seminar that
brought together stakeholders from the
two nations to deliberate upon oppor-
tunities for cooperation.

Director, SIBAT, Ministry of
Defence, Government of Israel, Brig Gen
(Retd) Yair Kulas, said that Israel looked
forward to sharing its deep knowledge
and technology expertise in future vec-
tors of digital battlefield. He said that

cooperation and collaboration were the
key to a strong India-Israel defence part-
nership.

Ambassador of Israel to India, Dr
Ron Malka, in his opening remarks said
that India-Israel partnership was steadi-
ly growing on the foundation of mutu-
al respect, trust, values, interest, tradi-
tion and culture. 

Seeking more joint ventures, Malka
hoped for transforming the cooperation
from buyer-seller relationship to strate-
gic partnership.

The ambassador added that India
and Israel were world leaders in science
and technology, and that the scope of
cooperation between the two countries
was tremendous and across multiple
domains.

Chairman of FICCI Defence
Committee and Group President,
Aerospace and  Defence, Member,
Group Executive Board, Mahindra
Group, SP Shukla, said that future
battlefields would be highly digital-
centric and cooperation between India
and Israel on digital battlefield technolo-
gies were critical to our future partner-
ship.

Co-chair, FICCI Defence
Committee and VP & Head, Weapon
and Engineering Systems, L&T Defence,
Arun T Ramchandani, complimented
FICCI and SIBAT for the initiative and
expressed confidence on a meaningful
deliberations and outcome from the
seminar.

Senior officials from industry and
Armed forces of India and Israel gave
presentations during the seminar.
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Global industrial technology major
Rolls-Royce showcased its latest

range of defence, power and propulsion
solutions for India at the DefExpo 2020
in Lucknow on Wednesday.

“Rolls-Royce shares a rich heritage
of partnering India for over eight
decades and we remain committed to
continue to build on our strong lega-
cy of collaboration with the Indian
defence forces,” Rolls-Royce President
(India & South Asia) Kishore
Jayaraman said.

The company has highlighted its
popular MT30, which is touted as the
world’s most power-dense marine gas
turbine in service today. It also dis-
played solutions for both land and
naval defence, including Integrated
Bridge System, an advanced marine
automation system for efficient ship
operation from its MTU brand.

“Our MTU engines currently pro-
pel and power many Indian Coast
Guard and Indian Navy vessels, as well
as India’s indigenously built Arjun
Main Battle Tanks. More than 750
Rolls-Royce engines of 10 engine types
are powering aircraft of the Indian mil-
itary supported by a dedicated Defence
Service Delivery Centre in Bengaluru,”
he said.

Jayaraman said with service teams
present at several locations along
Indian coastline, the company was
geared to support varied needs of naval
customers in India.

“We also employ a skilled talent

pool of engineers at our engineering
centres in Bengaluru and Pune,
who provide engineering capability for
global projects spanning research
and development as well as new
product design and development,” he
said.

Jayaraman further said that the
company was keen to support India’s
goals of indigenisation and self-reliance
through technology partnerships and
co-development initiatives. “Today, as
India seeks to strengthen its local
defence industry, we are well placed to
support India’s Make in India vision by
partnering in its co-creation journey
and capability building through skills
and technology.”

Rolls-Royce has customers in more
than 150 countries, comprising about
400 airlines and leasing customers, 160
armed forces, 70 navies, and more
than 5,000 power and nuclear cus-
tomers. 

Meanwhile, defence hardware
manufacturer Kalyani group was look-
ing to invest in a greenfield production
facility in the proposed Uttar Pradesh
Defence Manufacturing Corridor.
Group CMD, Baba N Kalyani said that
the firm had held a series of discussions
with UP government and signed a
memorandum of understanding in this
regard. 

“The UP government has offered
to allot us required land at two to three
places for our plant. Our firm would
soon take a call. It is also planning to
set up a small arms unit in the coun-
try in association with DRDO,” he said.

# ��$ $�����%&���'����(
performing touchdowns on
Agra-Lucknow Expressway
built during SP regime,
Akhilesh said his own govern-
ment had laid a “concrete path
for the country’s defence”. 

The video showed fighter
aircraft using a stretch of Agra-
Lucknow Expressway near
Unnao as an emergency run-
way. A caption described the
3.3 km stretch as the country’s
first ‘road runway’. 

“No, you are mistaken.
This is not a sight from
Lucknow’s DefExpo. But it’s a
view from the day when
Samajwadi government gave
people a top-class transporta-
tion facility and along with it
prepared a concrete path for
the country’s defence,” the for-
mer chief minister tweeted in
Hindi.

A day earlier, the SP chief
had tweeted a picture of Gomti
Riverfront developed during
his government. “This is not
somewhere abroad, but
Lucknow,” he tweeted.  
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Chief Minister Yogi Adityanath
thanked Prime Minister

Narendra Modi for announcing the
setting up of a trust for the construc-
tion of Ram temple in Ayodhya, say-
ing that it would pave the way for
early construction of the temple.

Yogi expressed his views through
a series of tweets after the prime
minister announced on Wednesday
the constitution of Shri Ram
Janmabhoomi Teerth Kshetra
Trust as per Supreme Court direc-
tives, .

Yogi further tweeted, “This trust
will be fully independent and capa-
ble of taking all decisions on temple
construction. Jai Shri Ram.” 

Reacting to Union Home
Minister Rajnath Singh’s tweet
saying that the trust would have 15
members, including one from
Dalit community, Yogi said that in the
past too, the first ‘shila’ (brick) of the
Ram Janmabhoomi temple was
placed by Kameshwar Chaupalji, a
Dalit. 

In another tweet, Yogi said, “The
Ram temple to be constructed at Ram
Janmabhoomi in Awadhpuri would
be a symbol of social harmony. After
waiting for five decades, our Lord
Ram would sit at his birthplace
which is a time to rejoice and cele-
brate. Lord Ram should now show us
the path.”
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Lucknow Development Authority (LDA) on
Wednesday amended the building by-laws, a move

which will benefit only the residents of old parts of the
city. 

The change comes into effect immediately. 
As per the amended provision, residents of the old

city areas having residential plot measuring 1,000
square feet can now build the house without seeking
permission from the competent officer or  submitting the
blueprint to the LDA map section for approval. Now they
can start construction of the house at their convenience.  

Moreover, no completion certificate will be required
after finishing construction of the house.

According to sources, LDA Vice Chairman SK
Dwivedi took this initiative after coming to know that
the residents of the old city areas having plots were
being harassed by the development authority employees
and touts when they came to the LDA office to seek

permission for construction or get clearance of the blue-
print.

LDA secretary MP Singh said this concession would
be only for construction for residential purpose. He said
stern action would be taken if the concession was used
for construction for commercial purpose. 

The LDA vice chairman said this concession was
being given to the residents of old city areas as they were
original settlers.

The sources said the limit of old city ended in
Kaiserbagh.

Houses constructed as per the amended provisions,
should not be of more than three storeys. 

The sources said more such concessions could be
given for the old city areas to check the mushrooming
unauthorised structures. But they failed to explain how.

What the plot owner has to do is to inform the com-
petent officer about the construction of the house and
submit the documents. This will help in maintaining a
record of such houses constructed in the old city areas.
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The Shri Ram Janmabhoomi
Teerth Kshetra Trust

announced by Prime Minister
Narendra Modi on Wednesday
will have former Ayodhya royal
Bimlendra Mohan Pratap

Mishra as one of the 15 mem-
bers.

This was disclosed by offi-
cials in Lucknow on
Wednesday. The Shri Ram
Janmabhoomi Teerth Kshetra
Trust has been set up for con-
struction of Ram temple in

Ayodhya. 
On the other hand, after

issuance of the notification of
the Trust, Faizabad Divisional
Commissioner MP Agarwal
resigned as the receiver of Ram
Janmabhoomi. 

The commissioner handed

over the charge to new trustee
Bimlendra Mohan Pratap
Mishra in the presence of
Ayodhya District Magistrate
Anuj Jha on Wednesday.

Meanwhile, Supreme
Court lawyer K Parasaran (92),
who represented Hindu

parties in Ram Janmabhoomi-
Babri Masjid dispute, was
made chairman of the Trust
that will oversee the
construction of the temple in
Ayodhya. 

Shri Ram Janmabhoomi
Teerth Kshetra, the trust, noti-

fied by the Central government
on Wednesday morning, will
have its registered office at
Parasaran’s residence at R Block
in Greater Kailash-I, South
Delhi. Of the total 15 members
of the Trust, nine would be per-
manent and six nominated.

The other permanent Trust
members are Shankaracharya
Basudevanand, Maharaj
Parmanandji Maharaj
(Haridwar), Swami
Govindagiriji (Pune), Dr Anil
Mishra (Homeopathic doctor
of Ayodhya), Dr Kamleshwar

Chaupal (Patna), Mahant
Dhinendra Das (Nirmohi
Akhara), while the district
magistrate of Ayodhya would
be the convenor of the Trust.
The names of the nominated
members would be announced
later on.
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Welcoming the decision of the
Centre to set up a trust for con-

struction of Ram temple at Ayodhya,
former chief minister and Ram tem-
ple movement mascot Kalyan Singh
on Wednesday said that along with
Dalits, backwards should also be
given a post in the trust.

On Wednesday, Prime  Minister
Narendra Modi announced in Lok
Sabha the formation of a trust — Shri
Ram Janmabhoomi Teerth Kshetra
— as directed by Supreme Court for

construction of Ram temple in
Ayodhya. Union Home Minister
Amit Shah later informed that the
trust would have 15 trustees and one
of them would be from Dalit com-
munity. “A backward should also be
given a post in the trust,” Kalyan
Singh told reporters in Lucknow.

Congratulating Modi and Shah
for the decision, Singh said: “It was
my dream to see a Ram temple in
Ayodhya. With this, my dream will
come true. Setting up of Ram tem-
ple trust and allotment of five acres
land for the construction of a
mosque is appreciable.” 

Singh (88), was the chief minis-
ter of UP when Babri mosque was
demolished on December 6, 1992.
He was also accused in the violence. 

“We have scarified a lot for
Ram temple and now after several
decades, our dreams are coming
true,” said the BJP leader, who was
sent to jail for a day and paid a fine
of Rs 2,000 for the demolition of the
Babri mosque. “The CBI also
charged me in the conspiracy for the
demolition of the mosque and if
proved guilty, I will have to go to jail,”
Singh said.

When asked if he wanted a
place in the trust, the former chief
minister said,” I am satisfied and
don’t need any new posts now.”
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Aiming to boost its revenue collec-
tion, the Uttar Pradesh govern-

ment changed the rules of registra-
tion fee for purchase of property and
land and imposed regulation fee on
mining products brought from other
states.

The government also approved in
principle the setting up of 28 univer-
sities in private sector and gave its
nod for allowing bidding for piped
drinking water facilities in
Bundelkhand and Vindhyachal
regions.

These decisions were taken at a
Cabinet meeting chaired by Chief
Minister Yogi Adityanath in Lucknow
on Wednesday

The registration fee, which was
earlier two per cent of the value of the
property or land, has been reduced
to one percent but the cap of Rs
20,000 has been removed, 

Government spokesperson and
UP minister Sidhartha Nath Singh
said that it would benefit the poor the
most, while people purchasing expen-
sive properties would now have to
pay more.

As there was a cap of Rs 20,000,
people used to purchase big proper-
ties but paid nominal fee. Now, they
will have to pay one per cent of the
total cost of the property or land.

Singh said that the state govern-
ment was set to collect an addition-
al revenue of Rs 1,000 crore through
this decision.

The government also decided to
impose regulation fee on mining
products brought from adjoining
states. 

Singh said that the decision was
taken to make a level-playing field as
in adjoining states there was still ten-
der system while UP had gone for
online e-tendering, which was mak-
ing mining products costlier.

‘ ’Regulation fee would be
imposed as per requirement decid-
ing on the rate of product coming
from other states. It would also
increase the state’s revenue collection,’’
he said.

The government also brought a

One Time Settlement (OTS) scheme
for defaulters of development author-
ity and development council coined
as OTS-2019.

Under this, a defaulter will only
have to pay simple interest on dues
for waiving of the penalty. 

A defaulter who has to pay less
than Rs 50 lakh would get four
months’ time to pay the dues while
defaulters of above Rs 50 lakh would
get seven months’ time. There will be
two per cent rebate on total payments
at one go.

The government also approved a
proposal of a committee headed by
the chief secretary for setting up 28

universities in the private sector
while a DPR (detailed project report)
costing Rs 15,722.89 crore has been
approved, along with bid document
for setting up piped drinking water
facilities in seven districts of
Bundelkhand and two districts of
Vindhyachal region.

In a major amendment, the gov-
ernment lowered the criteria for get-
ting government advertisements for
web media. Now, against the norms
of 2.5 lakh hits, a web portal could get
advertisements if it gets 50,000 hits. 

“But a third party tool like
Google would be required to certify
the hits, the official said, adding that
it would boost the web media cover-
age in the state.

The government also approved
the final tender document for intro-
ducing POS system and Track &
Trace at liquor outlets in the state
from April 1, 2020. There are 64 bid-
ders competing for this system in the
state.

The government also  allotted
34.03 acres of land at five villages in
Chandauli to set up the headquarters
of 11th Battalion of NDRF (National
Disaster Response Force).

The government also decreased
the rate of commission from four per
cent to three per cent given to amin
appointed on commission basis to
collect dues of 50 cooperative banks
running in the state. 

There are around 851 such com-
mission-based amins of which  341
are not working.

The government also approved
that the new jail in Bareilly would
only house convicts or those who
could get terms of more than seven
years. The old district jails would be
for prisoners whose imprisonment
period could be less than seven
years.

The government also approved
the change in service rules for pro-
fessor and assistant professors, teach-
ing in five newly set up medical col-
leges in the state so that they could
get their dues after retirement. The
five medical colleges are  in Ayodhya,
Basti, Bahraich, Firozabad and
Shahjahanpur.
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As many as 18 people, including
Rashtriya Ulama Council general sec-

retary Tahir Madni, were arrested for
protesting against the Citizenship
(Amendment) Act (CAA) and National
Register of Citizens (NRC) without permis-
sion in Azamgarh early Wednesday morn-
ing.

As per reports, several women, who had
gathered to join the protest, were dispersed
by the police by use of force and chased
away. Prior to the use of force, an alterca-
tion ensued and snowballed into stone-pelt-
ing. 

Several people, including local MLA
Nafees Ahmed and Rashtriya Ulama
Council general secretary Tahir Madni
reached the spot. 

The police, however, let off the MLA
after a discussion.

District Magistrate of Azamgarh, MP
Singh, said that 18 people, including Madni
and a woman, were arrested by the police
and the arrested persons were kept in the
Reserve Police Lines. Singh said the role of
Tahir Madni was found to be suspicious in
the case. 

The district magistrate said that women
were registering their protest against the
CAA at Maulana Johar Park in Bilriyaganj
town of Azamgarh on Tuesday afternoon.
Upon receiving information, the police
reached the spot and made efforts to paci-
fy the protesters and convince them to call

off their illegal stir.
Meanwhile, an altercation took place

between the two sides which was followed
by stone-pelting. 

The police then burst tear gas shells and
cane-charged the unruly mob to control the
situation. 

Ulama Council’s Nurul Huda Khan
alleged that the protest was progressing
peacefully when the police started misbe-
having with women at the government’s
directions. He also alleged that water was
sprinkled in the park where the protest was
underway.

During stone-pelting, ASP (City)
Pankaj Pandey sustained injury on his
shoulder. The windshield of a police vehi-
cle was also damaged. 

Following the incident, a heavy police
force was deployed in the area to avert any
untoward incident and Jauhar Park was
evacuated.

The Communist Party of India
(Marxists-Leninist) criticised the police
cane charge on women protesting
peacefully against CAA and NRC in
Azamgarh and demanded a probe
against the erring cops. The party also
demanded the release of those detained by
the police.

CPI (ML) state secretary Sudhakar
Yadav also criticised Lucknow police for
registering cases against women staging
protest against the CAA and NRC in
Saadatganj and demanded that the FIR be
quashed.
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Officiating DGP HC
Awasthi played good

Samaritan for a police consta-
ble from Mathura, who
failed to get leave for his own
marriage due to his deploy-
ment in the ongoing DefExpo
2020. 

The peeved constable
uploaded his marriage card
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The Indian Institute of Technology,
Roorkee, and BEL showcased

their joint surveillance system soft-
ware at the DefExpo 2020. 

Prof Kamal Jain from IIT-
Roorkee said that they collaborated
with Bharat Electronics Limited to
develop the ‘Security Surveillance
System’. 

The system has cameras to record
movement of a person on the map
along with time.

“The USP of the security surveil-
lance system is that it can detect
human abnormal behaviour, identi-
fy face (Face ID) and fetch data from
database in form of a person’s back-
ground and track where persons
with suspicious backgrounds move in
the premises. The red zone movement
alert sends the coordinates of the
identified person to the security sys-
tem,” he said.

IIT-Roorkee Director Prof Ajit K
Chaturvedi said, “We are really
delighted to collaborate with BEL to
introduce the security surveillance
system.”

Prof Kamal Jain from the civil
engineering department of IIT-
Roorkee said, “There is great response
from different sectors of defence and
other agencies partnering with BEL.
The value of our recent research has
enabled our experts to demonstrate
their in-depth understanding of the
efficient security surveillance infra-

structure. The collaboration with
BEL will streamline the operations,
improving business efficiency and
cutting costs.”

The application of the security
surveillance system includes location
tracking, security purposes, military
intelligence (border-patrol), suspi-
cious activity detection, use in office
administration, navigation in case of
satellite images/videos, human intel-
ligence gathering, public and private
(prevention of crime, violation of pri-
vacy, protection of a process etc.) and
wireless security tracking.

Explaining how the system works,
he said, “Through IP cameras, we are
able to collect coordinates of a per-
son on the images, videos and send
it to the database. The coordinates of
a person assist the security system in
identifying human abnormal behav-
iour and acknowledging that it is a red
zone movement alert. Also, whenev-
er that suspicious person moves in the
premises, the system tracks the move-
ment. The coordinates of a person are
identified by the IP camera through
Face ID methodology. This surveil-
lance system will be a golden hand to
the high alert security area such as
defence services, high security to the
specific power authorities in private
and public domain, airports etc.” he
added.

He said that in keeping with the
theme of this year’s DefExpo, ‘India:
The Emerging Defence
Manufacturing Hub, the focus would

be on ‘Digital Transformation of
Defence’.
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The Army Dog Show at the

DefExpo 2020 at Gomti Riverfront
enthralled the audience. 

Marching in smartly with their
trainers, the sniffer dogs presented a
range of activities that they perform
for the Army. 

The main performing dog wel-
comed the chief guest by showing a
friendly paw while sitting in front of
a flower bouquet which they carried
in front of the public 

The audience watched their per-
formance with rapt attention and also
cheered and applauded the dogs

The dogs then followed their
trainers as they stood in attention and
saluted. Thereafter they performed
the hurdles and the obstacle run,
jumping over many obstacle props. 

The Army also showcased the
prowess of the dogs to capture the
enemy and locate the man while
smelling his kerchief. 

The Gorkha Regiment then per-
formed the khukri in which they
showcased their combat skills. 

The Sikh Regiment performed
the Gatka in which they showcased
stunning acts. The soldiers broke
rods, blew fire from their mouths and
performed death defying acts. 

The programme ended with the
Kumaon Regiment performing the
Challiya dance..

Lucknow (PNS): In a brazen display of muscle power, a youth attacked a truck dri-
ver with the butt of revolver in a road rage incident in Madiaon on Wednesday morn-
ing.  As per reports, truck driver Vinay Awasthi of Ghatampur was transporting build-
ing material (coarse sand). In Madiaon, he was passing Vhithauli trisection when a youth
riding a motorcycle came from behind and blew horn asking for pass. The driver prob-
ably did not hear the horn and he continued to drive the truck.

The youth lost his cool and overtook the truck and forced hte driver to stop. He then
started abusing the truck driver and also slapped him.

When objected, he whipped out a pistol and hit Awasthi on the head with its butt.
Awasthi also alleged that the youth looted Rs 50,000 he was carrying.
The locals however challenged the youth and overpowered him and handed himover

to police. The police identified the youth as Sumit Pratap Singh of Sitapur.  
Sumit denied the charges and said the truck driver hit his bike while driving care-

lessly.  The police are investigating the case.        
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In a tragic road mishap, five mem-
bers of a family, including three

children, were killed when their car
fell in the Ganga river near Chatru
Aharpur village in Indergarh area of
Azamgarh early Wednesday morning. 

Three of the car occupants were
injured while one child was missing. 

As per reports, Gaurav of
Thathiya hamlet in Kannauj went to
Barhi village of Talgram by car to
attend the ring ceremony of a kin. He
was accompanied by wife Pappi,
daughters Lado and Priya and
Mohini, Krishna, Rekha Devi, Subhi
and another acquaintance. 

During their return trip, while
their car was passing through
Indergarh in the wee hours of
Wednesday, the driver lost control
after which the vehicle fell in the
Ganga river. 

Hearing the screams of the
drowning family members, the local
villagers rushed to the scene and
informed the police about the mishap. 

Later, a rescue team rushed there
and managed to extricate three of the
injured besides the bodies of five of
the family, who had died by then. 

The deceased were identified as
Priya (27), Mohini (23), Shubhi (2),
Lado (5) and Krishna (10). 

Another child, Harsh was miss-
ing. The injured were undergoing
treatment at a hospital. 

Efforts were on to search the
missing child. 

A case was registered and the
bodies were sent for autopsy.

Meanwhile in Muzaffarnagar, one
person died and eight were serious-
ly injured in a three-vehicle pile-up
due to fog-induced low visibility on
Pauri-Delhi highway. 

The deceased were identified as
Raja (18) and the injured were admit-
ted to a hospital. Two people were
trapped in their vehicles after the pile-
up in Ramraj area and were rescued
by police.
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on DGP’s twitter handle after
which he got immediate
response and was relieved from
duty immediately. 

As per reports, Yashvendra
Singh, posted at Sadar Bazaar
police station of Mathura, was to
marry Sub-Inspector Lallu Ram’s
daughter Kiran in Rajgarh area
of Jhansi on February 8. 

The cop applied for two
weeks’ leave citing his marriage
and other functions.  

However, instead of getting
leave, he was suddenly relieved
along with 150 other cops and
asked to report in Lucknow to
assist the local police in the
DefExpo.

Yashvendra, along with
other colleagues reached
Lucknow and they were deput-
ed on respective duties.  

Finding no other way,
Yashvendra finally uploaded his
marriage card on the DGP’s
twitter handle mentioning that
he would not be able to attend
his own marriage due to his dep-
utation at DefExpo.

As soon as the DGP office
noticed the post and saw the
card, they immediately got in
touch with SSP Mathura and
directed him to immediately
sanction leave and relieve
Yashvendra so that he could tie
the knot. 

The orders were given on
the direction of the DGP. 

SP (City) in Mathura, Ashok
Kumar Meena, said that they
had not seen Yashvendra’s leave
application and hence he was
sent to Lucknow on duty. 

He said that upon learning
about the event, the cop was
called back and relieved for 14-
day leave. 
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Marine commandos gave a stun-
ning performance at the Gomti

Riverfront on the first day of the
DefExpo 2020, leaving the crowds
breathless and asking for more. 

People started collecting since
morning for the show and the crowd
swelled into a large gathering by the
time the Indian Navy sailors came
into action in the evening

The show started with water
scooters, led by Joginder Singh, that
pierced the waters of the river Gomti

in high speed and precision, creating
huge waves as they moved on in sev-
eral formations.

The next were the Dhruv heli-
copters which demonstrated a live
rescue operation in which a lone
Navy soldier was suspended from a
rope and then lowered into the river
waters. He then flashed a red fluores-
cent light after which he was lifted by
the helicopter of the Indian Coast
Guard. 

The helicopters lowered, dipped
and circled above the gaping people
in the audience who raised their

mobile phones to capture the display.
This was followed by a display by

the Marine commandos of a ‘terror’
rescue operation. They came on
boats to the banks of the river,
shooting guns to rescue two persons
from ‘terrorists’.

Last and not the least in the act
was the Marine commandos return-
ing to helicopters after the ‘mission’. 

Even as the chopper lifted slow-
ly in the sky, four commandos on
each helicopter dangled from ropes,
sending out a saffron trail by their
hands. 

LUCKNOW (PNS): Selfie
points and Army merchandise stalls
remained the biggest draws at the
DefExpo 2020 at the Gomti
Riverfront on Wednesday.  

The sail boats, marine comman-
dos selfie point, the army aviator and
the paratroopers selfie point attract-
ed crowds in a continuous stream.

The paratroopers stall at the
Gomti Riverfront  gave the general
public a feel of wearing a 14 kg
weight on the shoulders and a 7 kg
weight in front as they jumped
down for parachuting. It created a lot
of interest in the young boys from
Lucknow University and the neigh-
bouring colleges.

Captain Akhil Kumar from the
Paratroopers said they carried an
extra parachute for emergency if the
main parachute did not open. He
wanted the people to know about
these things and take inspiration for
joining the Army.

Ashutosh Rai from the zoology
department of Lucknow University,
while getting a general feel of the
parachute weight, said that he now
realised that it was very heavy.

Ankit Raj and Aslam Idrisi of
Class 12 at Rashtriya Inter College
who want to join the Army and the
Air Force respectively said that it was
great feeling to be a part of the event
and they had learned many things in
the process.

The Army Aviators Corp had
made an aviator pilot selfie. Subedar
Manjit Singh from the Aviators
Corp said that this regiment was
recently formed for helicopters pilots
engaged in relief and rescue opera-
tions. They also showcased the
model of LCH (light combat heli-

copters) and Army helicopters. 
The merchandise stalls of the

Army and the Navy witnessed sales
of a number of items that included
exam folders with pictures of aircraft,
comic books of bravados, books on
Kargil and pencils with tri0colour
endings. A lance naik incharge of the
stall said all these merchandise
would help in inspiring the young-
sters.  There were stalls which gave
information about the recruitment
procedure and the scope of gaining
entrance in army.  

The Navy merchandise sold ties
embossed with pictures of Navy and
other interesting items which were
purchased by the visitors.
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Speaker Om Birla on
Wednesday suggested a seri-

ous discussion in the Lok Sabha
on the issues relating to the
unbridled pornographic content
in the social media as members
drew attention towards its ever
increasing trend besides that of
fake news and sought the
Government to penalise social
media companies. 

Members said the UAE
and China have banned child
porno sites and asked the
Government whether it would
do the same.

Maintaining that child
pornography is a serious thing
and must be banned, Electronics
and Information Technology
Minister Ravi Shankar Prasad
said the Government blocked
9,000 sites. Many say adult
pornography is “our right”,
Prasad said, adding “revenge
porno” is also in vogue.

On the suggestions to ban
all the sites spreading porn and
fake news, the Minister said
India should not be compared
with China or the Middle East,
as “we are a democracy”.

While several MPs had,
during question hour,

expressed concern over unreg-
ulated spread of the social
media which spewed fake news
and pornography, the Speaker
said the issue demands a seri-
ous half-an-hour discussion.

Prasad promptly agreed to
the suggestion saying the upper
house had discussed the mis-
use of social media. The Modi
Government had in its first
term planned to go whole hog

on banning porn sites but due
to reasons like impracticality
among others it stepped back.

Gaurav Gogoi (Congress)
blamed Government for not
regulating social media and
cited the case of teenager Gopal
Sharma who fired at Jamia uni-
versity site saying he was stream-
ing live but “your Ministers did
not remove… it is illegal”. He
sought to know whether

Government would penalise
social media companies. 

At this, Prasad said the
Government was working on
the direction of the Supreme
Court. “We are considering
penalising,” the Minister said
even while pointing that the
Data Protection Bill is before
the select committee.” As for
the shooting incident near
Jamia, he said the incident is
under investigation. 

In a written reply, Prasad
also said there is no proposal to
link social media profiles of
users with their Aadhaar num-
bers and asserted that steps are
being taken to curb spreading of
fake news and pornography
through social media platforms.

His response was to a ques-
tion on whether the govern-
ment proposes to formulate any
policy to link social media
profile of users with their
Aadhaar numbers.

According to him, the
Government has taken sever-
al steps to keep a check on the
spread of fake news, porno-
graphic and anti-national con-
tent via social media platforms.

Prasad said there has also
been a rise in irresponsible
comments in the social media.  
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In the last five years, cyber
security incidents like hack-

ing, breaching computer sys-
tems among others witnessed
an almost eight-fold increase in
India. In 2019, as per infor-
mation tracked by the Indian
Computer Emergency
Response Team (CERT-In),
nearly 3.94 lakh cyber securi-
ty incidents were reported as
against 49,455 incidents in
2015, 50,362 in 2016, 53,117 in
2017, 2,08,456 in 2018 and
3,94,499 incidents in 2019. 

According to the CERT-In,
54 websites of Central
Ministries, departments and
State Governments were
hacked in 2019, against 110
sites in 2018.  These cyber
attacks originated from
Pakistan, Algeria, Brazil, China,
France, Netherlands, North
Korea, Russia, Serbia, South
Korea, Taiwan, Thailand,
Tunisia, USA and Vietnam.

In a written reply to the
Lok Sabha, Minister of State for
Electronics and Information
Technology Sanjay Dhotre said
as per the information report-
ed to and tracked by CERT-In
cyber security incidents are
observed across sectors such as
academia, e-commerce, energy,
entertainment, finance,
Government, healthcare, infor-
mation and technology, man-
ufacturing, telecom and trans-
portation. “With the increase in
the proliferation of Information
Technology and related ser-
vices there is a rise in cyber
security incidents in the coun-

try as well as globally,” Dhotre
said.

“There have been attempts
from time to time to launch
cyber-attacks on Indian cyber
space. It has been observed that
attackers are compromising
computer systems located in
different parts of the world and
use masquerading techniques
and hidden servers to hide the
identity of actual systems from
which the attacks are being
launched,” the ministry said in
its reply. Measures include
audit of government websites
and applications, formulation
of a crisis management plan for
countering cyber attacks, and
the launch of botnet cleaning
and malware analysis centre
‘Cyber Swachhta Kendra’.

Kundankulam Nuclear
Power Plant (KNPP) came
under a cyberattack in October
last year. The damage was in
the form of data theft, the
same data can be used to
enhance future attacks on the

power plant. The malware was
linked by experts to the North-
Korean group Lazarus, infect-
ed a computer in the plants
external network, rather than
the operational one.

According to reports, even
ISRO faced attacks prior to the
Chandrayan-2 mission. The
most prominent trend was the
drastic increase in the volume,
intensity, and sophistication
of cyber-attack campaigns tar-
geting Indian enterprises in
2019. According to a research,
Indian organisations have faced
over three times more cyber-
attack than the global average,
with cryptocurrency mining
malware impacting most of
the entities. 

According to a CISCO
Annual Cyber Security Report,
53% of all cyber attacks led to
financial damages of more than
$500K (including lost revenue,
customers, opportunities, and
out-of-pocket costs among oth-
ers) for organisations in 2018. 
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Not only close relatives but
any woman — even a sin-

gle woman — who is “willing”
should be allowed to act as a
surrogate, a parliamentary
panel has recommended
besides suggesting 15 major
changes that include deleting
the definition of ‘infertility’ as
the inability to conceive after
five years of unprotected inter-
course on the ground that it
was too long a period for a cou-
ple to wait for a child. 

Headed by BJP’s
Bhupender Yadav, the Rajya
Sabha Select Committee which
tabled the report in Parliament
on Wednesday also recom-
mended that ‘single Indian
woman’ - either divorcee or
widow - in the 35- to 45-year
age group and Persons of
Indian Origin (PIOs) may be
allowed to avail surrogacy.

However, it has strongly
backed the provision of the
Surrogacy (Regulation) Bill,
2019 allowing only altruistic
surrogacy and not commercial
surrogacy as it opined that
“the sublime and divine instinct
of motherhood could not be
allowed to be turned into
mechanical paid service of
pro-creation devoid of divine
warmth and affection.”

Noting that restricting the
surrogate mother to be a ‘close
relative’ potentially limits the
availability of surrogate moth-
ers, affecting the genuinely
needy persons, the panel has
recommended removal of this
requirement from the Bill.

The Committee recom-
mended that “a willing woman
shall act as surrogate mother
and be permitted to undergo
surrogacy procedures as per the
provisions of this Act.”

It also suggested increasing
the insurance cover for the sur-
rogate mother from proposed

16 months to 36 months. The
Bill is yet to be passed by the
Rajya Sabha. 

Regarding the eligibility
criteria for availing surrogacy
procedure, the committee rec-
ommended removing the pro-
vision of requirement of five
years as the period of inability
to conceive before opting for
the procedure.

It noted that there may be
certain proven medical condi-
tions like absence of uterus by
birth, non-functional uterus,
removal of uterus due to can-
cer, fibroids etc or patients
with chronic medical condition
where normal pregnancy is
ruled out and it is medically
proven beyond any doubt that
surrogacy is the only option. 

The Committee also rec-
ommended a modification in
the definition of altruistic sur-
rogacy so as to cover ‘other pre-
scribed expenses’ on nutri-
tional food required and mater-
nity-wear etc, vital for the well-
being and upkeep of the sur-
rogate mother. 

As a general recommen-
dation, the select committee
recommended that the Assisted
Reproductive Technologies
(Regulation) Bill which is
awaiting cabinet approval may
be taken up before the
Surrogacy (Regulation) Bill
since the ART Bill primarily
deals with technical, scientific
and medical aspects which
also apply to storage of embryo,
gamete, oocyte etc. as con-
tained in the Surrogacy Bill.  
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As many as 13.62 million
Indian nationals are stay-

ing abroad and USD 118.3 bil-
lion has been received as remit-
tances from them since April
2018 up to September last year.

In a written reply to a ques-
tion in the Lok Sabha, Minister
of State for External Affairs V
Muraleedharan cited figures
which showed that countries like
Nepal, the Middle East region,
the UK, the US, Malaysia and
Germany have a large number
of Indians living there.

As per the data received
from Indian missions, there are
an estimated 13.62 million
Indians abroad, he said.

As per the RBI data, dur-
ing 2018-19, USD 76.4 billion
was received as remittances,
while during period 2019-20
(April-September), USD 41.9
billion was received,

Muraleedharan said.
Replying to another ques-

tion, he said the number of
Indians involved in financial
irregularities with the banks as
well as those who are under
criminal investigation from

2015 onwards are 72 and con-
siderable amount of Proceeds
of Crime (PoC) are involved in
respect of these cases.

Muraleedharan, in reply to
a separate question, also
informed Parliament that mor-
tal remains of 21,930 Indian
nationals from 125 countries
have been brought back to India
since 2015 till December, 2019. 

On the issue of prisoners in
Pakistan’s custody, he said as
per the available information,
275 Indians, including fisher-
men are presently believed to
be in Pakistan’s custody.

However, as per the lists
shared on January 1, 2020,
Pakistan has acknowledged the
custody of 262 of them, he said.
In addition, there is the issue of
83 missing Indian defence per-
sonnel, including prisoners of
war, whose custody has not
been acknowledged by Pakistan,
so far, Muraleedharan said.
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The world’s tallest statue,
‘Statue of Unity’ in Gujarat’s

Narmada, which is visited daily
by over 5,000 tourists, includ-
ing elders and persons with
disabilities (PwDs,) is all set for
an upgrade to make it com-
pletely disabled-friendly. 

The 182-metre-tall engi-
neering marvel that was found-
ed in a memorial tribute to
Sardar Vallabhbhai Patel in
Gujarat has recently got the tag
of Shanghai Cooperation
Organisation’s ‘8 Wonders of
SCO’.  It is also said to be on the
itinerary list of US President
Donald Trump who is expect-
ed to visit India in the last week
of February this year.

Department of
Empowerment of Persons with
Disabilities Secretary (DEPwD)
Shakuntala D Gamlin said,
“Statue of Unity meets up
almost all accessibility require-
ments. Features such as con-
veyor belt, lifts with Braille but-
ton, spacious corridors, direc-

tional signages, wheel-chair
facilities and accessible drink-
ing water and toilets in the
Statue of Unity are novel fea-
tures that need to be replicat-
ed universally.”

However, certain other fea-
tures such as Braille maps,
sign language interpreters,
audio facility for the visually
impaired people needs to be
added to make the accessibili-
ty complete, she said. 

To assess the tourism
accessibility of the icon, which
was inaugurated by Prime
Minister Narendra Modi in
2018, the DEPwD under the
Union Social Welfare and
Justice Ministry recently organ-
ised a visit of 14 youths with
disabilities from all over India.

“We have noted their obser-
vation. For instance, the visual-
ly impaired and hearing
impaired  mentioned the need
for Braille maps, Braille book-
lets on the historical importance
of the Statue of Unity and a sign
language interpreter for hearing
impaired. We have started

putting in place an infrastruc-
ture that provides a barrier-free
access to the visitors with dis-
abilities,” said Gamlin.

The Rights of Persons with

Disabilities Bill passed in 2016
mandates upon the
Governments including Centre
and the States to ensure that
those with disability get equal

access to education, public
facilities which is barrier-free in
infrastructure and transport
systems. 

The Railways Ministry is
also ensuring that nearby
Kevadiya railway station is
‘Divyang’ friendly. There will be
special disabled friendly features
such as ramps to wheelchair
access, lifts and escalators for
movement to one floor to
another, washrooms on both
sides of the railway station.
Disabled-friendly sites are get-
ting global attention.

For instance, Kerala’s
‘Barrier-Free Tourism Project’
recently got global recognition as
the United Nations World
Tourism Organization
(UNWTO) made a special men-
tion to it  as an ‘Emerging
Global Destination’ in the
Accessible Destination Awards
2019. According to a report, a
booming section of the travel
market reserved for travellers
with disabilities and also the
elderly is estimated to be worth
an astounding USD 19.2 billion.   
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The Rajya Sabha on
Wednesday saw sharp

exchanges between the treasury
and Congress members when
two BJP members raised the
issue of alleged involvement of
an Aam Aadmi Party (AAP)
worker in the Shaheen Bagh
firing incident in New Delhi
recently. However, the house
ran smoothly after the brief war
of words and the Elders raised
matters of public importance.

The first exchange took
place soon after ministers
tabled listed papers when the
house commenced proceed-
ings and Vijay Goel (BJP) tried
to raise the issue. Congress
members strongly opposed it.

Chairman M Venkaiah
Naidu did not allow Goel to
proceed with his arguments
and asked members to raise
permitted issues for Zero Hour.
Later, another BJP member

Bhupender Yadav referred to
the upcoming Delhi Assembly
elections and without naming
any party or place brought up
the issue of firing incident.

He said the Delhi Police
has released certain pictures
following its investigation in
the firing incident and said how
a political party(in an apparent
reference to the AAP) can
think of sending a legal notice
to the police officer.  Congress
members objected to this and
Yadav retorted that the gunman
does not belong to the main
Opposition party. The Delhi
Police has said Kapil Baisala,
who opened fired at the
Shaheen Bagh protest site last
week is a member of the Aam
Aadmi Party.  

Meanwhile, Jairam
Ramesh(Congress) said states
were not getting share of taxes
as per the devolution formula.
He said states should get 42 per
cent share but they are expect-

ed to get only 30 per cent dur-
ing the current fiscal.
According to him, the devolu-
tion was only 35 per cent in the
previous two years.

His party colleague
Digivjaya Singh said the Centre
was not giving dues of states’
shares in taxes because of lower
revenue collections. He said the
share of Madhya Pradesh in
GST compensation has been
reduced by Rs 14,000 crore.

Akhilesh Prasad Singh
(Cong) made a case for increas-
ing the length of the airstrip at
the Patna airport so that larg-
er planes too could land there.
Motilal Vora (Congress) asked
the Government to take strict
action against persons involved
in black marketing of e-rail
tickets. Rewati Raman Singh
(Samajwadi Party) drew the
attention of the house to the
large number of vacancies in
teaching faculties in Central
universities.
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New Delhi: Leader of the
Congress in Lok Sabha, Adhir
Ranjan Chowdhury, on
Wednesday attacked the
Government over the NRC and
CAA, saying it was a “sinister
design” foiled by the people.
“Our people are coming out to
save the Constitution from you,”
he said in the lower house
while participating in the debate
on the Motion of Thanks on the
President’s Address.  People
from all sections and of all ages
have gathered together and
launched a movement,
Chowdhury said, adding it was
a victory for democracy as the
BJP was compelled to step back.

“You cannot weaken
Hindustan (India). We all have
together made this nation....
Plurality is the heartbeat (dhad-
kan) we should save it,” he said.
The true spirit of the
Constitution was that each and
everyone should feel that this
country was his own, he said.
The BJP, he said, was dividing

the country and it was logical to
fight against it. Swami
Vivekananda, the Congress
leader said, used to say that “our
motherland was a junction of
two great forces, Hinduism and
Islam”. He also said every
human soul is potentially divine.
“Our goal is to manifest the
divinity in human beings.”

“You are pseudo humanist,
nationalist and Hindu... You
should become a true Hindu like
us (Congress),” he said, referring
to the ruling BJP.    On Kashmir,
he claimed the cases of stone
pelting have risen post the abro-
gation of Article 370. He
demanded that the House pass
a resolution for integration of
PoK into India. The Congress
leader also questioned the gov-
ernment on allowing Chinese
companies for 5G trials in India.
“This (5G) is critical infrastruc-
ture. China will create big risk for
us,” he said and advised the
Government to think carefully
before taking any step. PNS
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Rajya Sabha Chairman M
Venkaiah Naidu on

Wednesday said no country
has the right to interfere in the
internal matters of India in the
backdrop of the European
Union moving a resolution for
voting against the Citizenship
Amendment Act (CAA). 

The Chairman also said
the Indian parliament is sov-
ereign and the message should
be sent loud and clear when
a Shiv Sena raised the issue in
the Rajya Sabha.

Raising the issue in the
House in the morning session,
Anil Desai (Shiv Sena) sug-
gested that a resolution should
be passed that India will not
tolerate any interference from
other countries in its internal
matters.

Reacting to it, Naidu said
no other country has the
right to interfere in the inter-
nal affairs of India.  “I want to
make it very clear, as
Chairman of the House and
also as Vice President of the
country, whatever issues are
there, Indian Parliament is a
sovereign authority to discuss
and decide.

“Outside countries have
no right to interfere in our
internal affairs,” he said
adding other countries should
take care of their own respec-
tive matters. Naidu wondered
whether those countries
would like if Indian
Parliament discusses issues
like Brexit.

Six political groups of
members of European
Parliament had moved a joint
resolution against the
Citizenship Amendment Act,
calling it discriminatory. The
European Parliament had,
however, decided not to con-
duct a vote on the resolution
during its new session begin-
ning March 2. 

New Delhi: The Government on Wednesday
announced it will come up with new pro-
gramme under which NGOs will take care of
senior citizens, who are living alone, at their
homes, besides bringing in a law to provide
day care facility.

There are about 10.38 crore senior citizens
in the country based on 2011 census, Minister
of Social Justice and Empowerment Thaawar
Chand Gehlot said during the Question
Hour in Rajya Sabha. A 2007 law has the pro-
vision for taking care of all senior citizens.
However, the Government is working on a
new law to ensure those senior citizens living
alone are take care of in a better way, he said. 

He said under the law day care centres will
be set up for taking care of those living alone,”
he said, adding senior citizens can visit such
day care centres and spend time till evening.
Such centres will have library, canteen and
other facilities. PNS
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Raising the issue of detention of
National Conference (NC) leader

Farooq Abdullah and other senior
political leaders from Jammu &
Kashmir, the Opposition parties on
Wednesday attacked the Government
in the Parliament for “illegally” detain-
ing them and demanded they should
be freed forthwith.  

Former Chief Ministers Farooq
Abdullah, Omar Abdullah and
Mehbooba Mufti were among the
many mainstream politicians detained
after the Centre revoked Jammu &
Kashmir’s special status under Article
370 on August 5 last year.  The state
was also bifurcated into the union ter-
ritories of Jammu & Kashmir, and
Ladakh.

“Three former Chief Ministers,
including Farooq Abdullah, are lan-
guishing in jails for past six months,

they have been put behind bars with-
out giving any proper reason,”
Congress leader Adhir Ranjan
Chowdhury said in the Lok Sabha,
while demanding the release of the sit-
ting member. 

Later Congress members along
with those of several other Opposition
parties walked out of the House.

TMC leader Sudip
Bandyopadhyay also flagged the issue
of detention of Abdullah and said the
issue was also raised during the all-
party meeting. Members from the
NCP, DMK, TDP and the RJD also

voiced concern over the detention of
Abdullah.

Majeed Memon (NCP) asked
what kind of terror was created by
Farooq Abdullah that he was detained
and could not attend Parliament. The
National Conference leader is an MP
from Srinagar. Memon said the con-
stitutional validity of abrogation of
Article 370 in Jammu and Kashmir is
yet to undergo judicial scrutiny.

DMK’s Vaiko termed August 5,
2019 as the “blackest day” in the his-
tory of India saying three former chief
ministers were detained and added
that it was a pre-mediated conspira-
cy of “Hindutva forces”.

Earlier, Congress MP K Suresh
raised the issue of release of Abdullah,
but it was cut short by the Speaker. It
is the responsibility of the government
and House to ensure his welfare and
also that he exercises his right as an
elected representative, Suresh said. 
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Mumbai: Days after the death
of an infant at Delhi's Shaheen
Bagh protest, National Bravery
Award winner Zen Sadavarte
wrote to the Chief Justice of
India seeking directives to pre-
vent children from participat-
ing in protests.

F o u r - m o n t h - o l d
Mohammed Jahaan died dur-
ing the protest against the
Citizenship (Amendment) Act
at Shaheen Bagh in Delhi on
January 30.

In a letter released to media
outlets, the Class 7 student

claimed that the incident was
a violation of the deceased
infant's right to life under
Article 21 of the 
Constitution.

Inclusion of children and
infants in protests amounts to
torture and cruelty, Zen stated
in her petition.

The police had failed to
take cognisance of the involve-
ment of children in protests,
she said, and appealed to the
Apex Court to direct authori-
ties to stop such involvement.

The 12-year-old argued

that organisers of the Shaheen
Bagh protest and parents of the
infant had failed to protect his
rights.

Quoting a newspaper arti-
cle in her petition, Zen point-
ed out that the infant's death
certificate did not mention the
cause of death and demanded
a post-mortem to ascertain
the same.

Zen had received a
National Bravery Award in
2019, for guiding 17 people to
safety when a fire broke out at
Parel's Crystal Tower. PTI
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Even as Islamic organisa-
tions are holding massive

protest rallies all over Tamil
Nadu against the Citizenship
Amendment Act(CAA),
National Population
Register(NPR) and National
Registry of Citizens (NRC)
terming them discriminatory
and anti- Muslim, Rajinikanth,
Tamil film’s leading superstar,
came out in support of the leg-
islation on Wednesday.

“This was the need of an
hour and the Narendra Mosi
Government should be com-
plimented for bringing in this
legislation. There is nothing
discriminatory in the CAA.
Some religious organisations
with the support of certain
political parties are spreading
the news that the act was
against Muslims. This is not
correct,” Rajinikkanth said
while speaking to reporters
outside his Poes Garden resi-
dence.

The actor, who is expected
to announce the formation of
his political outfit anytime
from now, said that the
Congress and other parties
were speaking about such a leg-
islation as early as 2009. “The
Narendra Modi Government
brought in the legislation and
they should be appreciated for
the same,” he said

Rajinikanth said there was
nothing against the Muslims or
any other religion in the CAA.
“If the interests of the Muslims
are hurt in anyway, Ill be the
first person to come out chal-
lenging it and leading an agi-
tation for them. The fears and
concerns expressed by certain
sections against the CAA are
misplaced and there is no truth

in such campaigns,” the actor
explained.

He asked the  student com-
munity in the country who are
agitating against the CAA to
seek the counsel of
Constitutional experts and
clear their doubts instead of
becoming pawns in the hands
of political parties. Rajinikanth
said that he was making these
observations after studying
thoroughly about the CAA.

“There is no intimidation
or threat to Indian Muslims.
Some political parties with
vested interests are taking this
issue in hand. Some religious
leaders too have fallen prey to
them,” said Rajinikanth.

The superstar’s comments
come at a time when MK
Stalin , leader of the opposition
and DMK chief is touring the
State collecting one crore sig-
natures against the CAA. Even
on Wednesday, Stalin was seen
attending a marriage in Erode
district and making the new
couple sign the anti-CAA 
register.
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At a time when a debate is raging on
the legal and Constitutional validity

of the Citizenship Amendment Act the
fifth edition of the Difficult Dialogues will
be held in Goa from February 14 for a
brainstorming on the state of law in India.
Top legal eagles from India and abroad as
well as members of the civil society, media,
NGOs will take part in the three-day
annual event. 

The objective of Difficult Dialogues
2020 would be to bridge the gap between
policy formulation and the on-ground
implementation of the law. At the end of
the seminar, based on the suggestion made
by the speakers a set of recommendation
will be submitted to the Central govern-
ment for helping in policy 
formulation.

Difficult Dialogues was instituted by
philanthropist Surina Narula in 2016.
Over the last five years, it has partnered
with several reputed international knowl-
edge partners like the London School of
Economics & Political Science (LSE),
University College London (UCL) and the
University of Oxford, UK to have con-
structive debates and come up with
strategic recommendations for various key
themes relevant to India and the region.
These include themes like Global Finance
and Civil Society in 2016, India's Health
in 2017, Gender Equality in 2018,
Education For All in 2019, and the State
of Law this year. During this journey, the
International Centre Goa (ICG) and the
Goa University have been long term

Indian knowledge partners.  
Commenting on Difficult Dialogues

, Surina Narula, the founder of Difficult
Dialogues said, “My experience working
with NGOs spanning 20 years has given
me a deep understanding of the pressing
need to work on policy change. 'Difficult
Dialogues' is an endeavor to provide a
common platform to bridge this gap
between policy makers and civil society
involved with implementation. Unless the
last mile implementers are included in the
conversation, policies will only reflect what
mega rich businesses want and democracy
will be diluted. This year the task is to
explore the State of Law in the country as
the judiciary and the legal framework is
an important part of a diverse nation like
India for providing justice, equality and
prosperity to all its citizens.”

This year the Knowledge Partners for
Difficult Dialogues include the Centre for
Socio-Legal Studies, University of Oxford,
(CSLS, Oxford), Bar Association of India
(BAI),  O P Jindal Global University,
Centre for the Study of Law and
Governance, Jawaharlal Nehru University
(CSLG, JNU), the Goa University (GU),
and the International Centre Goa (ICG).

Several interesting panel discussions
topics have been curated by the knowledge
partners and these include Democracy
and the Rule of Law, Discrimination Law
and Minorities, Accountability vs
Independence of the Judiciary, Gender
and the Legal Profession, Reforms in the
Administration of Justice, and topics
related to laws for women and children,
laws for the environment etc.
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Vijay Joseph, Tamil filmdom’s superstar,
is being questioned by sleuths of

Income Tax Department since Wednesday
noon at his residence along the East Coast
Road in Chennai.

Vijay, the reigning superstar, who was
shooting for a movie at Neyveli was asked
to accompany the IT officials who went
there and was brought back to his Chennai
residence for interrogation.

Though no official word has come
about the reasons  that led to the ques-
tioning of Vijay Joseph (the other superstar
being  Vijay Sethupathi) sources 
close to the star said the visit by the IT team
could be in connection with an alleged tax
evasion case linked to Anbu Cheliyan, a
leading film financier based in 
Madurai.

Cheliyan has major stakes in AGS
Cinemas which had produced the movie
‘Bigil’ in which Vijay was the hero. 

The Income Tax officials had raided 20
locations related to AGS Cinemas recent-
ly. Vijay had courted controversy for his
2017 film ‘Mersal’ a movie highly critical
of the BJP Government at the 
Centre. 

The actor had delivered some power-
ful dialogues in the film against the GST
and the Demonetization. The movie was
opposed by the Tamil Nadu BJP though it
ended as a runaway hit.

The visit by the taxmen come at a time
when there are reports about the superstar,
addressed as Thalapathy (Tamil for com-
mander) is likely to enter the world of pol-
itics. 
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ACRPF jawan sacrificed his
life while two terrorists,

one each belonging to Hizbul
Mujahideen and Lashkar-e-
Tayyeba, were neutralised by
the security forces during a ter-
ror attack, at a joint naka of
CRPF and police,  on the out-
skirts of Srinagar near
Lawaypora on Wednesday.

This is the first major joint
terror attack by three terror
outfits on security forces in the
Srinagar district this year.  So
far, 20 terrorists have been
eliminated by the security
forces in different operations
across the State since January
2020.

According to police, the
encounter broke out after the
terrorists, riding a two wheel-
er, opened fire on security
forces in Lawaypora area on
Wednesday around 11.45 a.m.

Director General of Police,
Dilbagh Singh, told reporters
during a press briefing in
Srinagar, “the encounter began
after three terrorists opened fire
on the 73 Bn CRPF personnel
who were posted at a security
check point near Lawaypora”.

He said, the alert security
forces retaliated and neutralised
two terrorists adding that the
third one was captured in an
injured condition when he was
trying to flee from the spot.

He said, a CRPF Constable

identified as Ramesh Ranjan,
hailing from Bihar, received a
bullet injury on the head and
lost his life.

Inspector-General of
Police, Kashmir Zone, Vijay
Kumar, said the terrorists have
been identified as Zia Ur
Rehman of the Lashkar-e-Taiba
and Khateeb Dass of the Hizbul
Mujahideen.

“The injured terrorist has
been identified as Umar Fayaz
of the Islamic State Jammu and
Kashmir (ISJK),” he said.

According to police
spokesman, the killed terrorists
were involved in several acts of
militancy and several FIRs
were registered against them.

Zulfikar Hassan,
Additional DG CRPF, who
also attended the press briefing
said, Three terrorists, riding a
two wheeler without a helmet,
were asked to stop at the secu-
rity checkpost on Srinagar -

Baramulla highway near
Lawaypora. The person sit-
ting in the rear got down and
resorted to firing, one CRPF
man was hit in the head but he
fired back”. “Two terrorists
died and a third one was arrest-
ed, sophisticated arms and
grenades were recovered from
them,” he said.

Dilbagh Singh said there
was a heavy rush on the high-
way but security forces main-
tained great caution to ensure
there was no collateral damage.

Singh said this year many
successful anti-militancy oper-
ations were carried out and
many militant modules were
busted.

In response to a question,
DGP Dilbagh Singh said” ter-
rorists belonging to different
outfits in Kashmir are jointly
carrying out attacks on the
security forces. “The terrorists
belonging to different outfits

have been working together for
a long time now,” he added.  

Asked about the harass-
ment of youth on VPN use,
DGP said: “There are reports
that VPN is being misused
here. For example, the truck
driver (involved in Bann toll
plaza encounter on January
31) first clicked a photograph
of encounter and sent it to
Pakistan as an evidence that
they have been intercepted.
Such use and misuse is hap-
pening.  

According to police
spokesman, Khateeb Dass was
the brother-in-law of terrorist
Mugees Mir of Parimpora who
was earlier killed in an
encounter. Khateeb Dass as
per police records was affiliat-
ed with proscribed terror out-
fit HM and had been part of
groups involved in carrying out
terror attacks in the areas of
South Kashmir. Several terror
crime cases were registered
against him including case FIR
No. 104/2015 pertaining to
terror crimes.

According to police, Zia u
Rehman Wani was affiliated
with proscribed terror outfit
LeT and was part of groups
involved in carrying out attacks
on guard posts, security
deployments and several other
grenade attacks besides civilian
atrocities. He had history of ter-
ror crime records since 
2018. 
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Mamata Banerjee contin-
ued her tirade against the

BJP for diverting the people’s
attention — by supplying fake
news — to non-issues — so
that they do not raise questions
on job loss, inflation and falling
economy.

Addressing Trinamool
Congress workers at
Krishnagar in Nadia district ,
Banerjee on Wednesday said,
BJP is a ‘Feku Party’ which only
supplied fake news so as to
divert people’s attention from
real issues and divide the vot-
ers to rule.

“They are generating fake
news to divide the people of the
country on the basis of religion,
and are threatening those who
raise questions with bullets,” the
Bengal Chief Minister 
said.

Listing the dangers of
showing documents under
CAA and NPR, Banerjee said
“they are asking from you not
only your personal details but
also your parents’ certificates —
like where they were born and
where they lived. Moreover it
is not enough to answer such
questions. You will have to pro-
vide documents for your

claims. 
From where will you bring

the documents of your parents?
And if you cannot show such
documents then your name
will be struck off the citizenship
register.

“So I will advice you not to
show your documents and not
to disclose your facts because
they are waiting to trap you in
NPR and CAA which are like
black magic. Don’t show them
your papers until I tell you to
do so.”

She asked “will you throw
me out of the country if I can-
not produce my mother’s birth
certificate. If that be the case

then 70 percent of people will
not be able to show their par-
ents’ papers. So the BJP will
drive them all out of the coun-
try.

Attacking the BJP for
resorting to divisive politics she
said, “politics of divide will do
no good to India. It will finish
the country which is already
suffering under economic
slowdown. Instead of providing
you with rice (bread and but-
ter) they (BJP Government) are
imposing Citizenship
Amendment Act, National
Register for Citizens and
National Population Register
on you,” and added “I was not

born in India that BJP is
upholding before the world. I
was born in Hindustan which
was dreamt of by our sages and
great men.”

Attacking the Centre for
trying to sell the public sector
units which come to the rescue
of the people whenever the
economy is in dire straits
Banerjee said “they (BJP

Government) are trying to sell
off all PSUs, be it BSNL, LIC,
Ordnance factories and the
Railways. Unable to revive the
country’s economy, they have
now chosen the easy way out.
But this will only take the
country to further
bankruptcy.”

Saying that her own
Government had registered an
increase in the employment
rate by 32 percent whereas
national rate of employment
had gone down by 40 per cent
she maintained, “We managed
to stem unemployment as we
have chosen various ground-
level projects where lakhs of
jobs have been created in the
last eight years.”

Earlier she compared the
BJP with Dussasana—-he
wicked brother of Kaurava
king Duryodhana in epic
Mahabharata who tried to
cheat his cousins the Pandavas
of their legitimate empire
before being defeated in the
battle of Mahabharata —
Banerjee said “these (BJP are a
party of Dussasanas” who also
resemble the character of
Sultan Muhammad bin
Tughlaq a historical figure who
is often termed by historians as
the “wisest fool.”
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Alesser known Dalit outfit, Purvanchal
Sena, has launched a postcard campaign

against the CAA and the NRC. 
The outfit has urged people to send post-

cards to Prime Minister Narendra Modi and
seek the withdrawal of the controversial
Citizenship Amendment Act. 

“At a time when the country's economy
is struggling after demonetisation and the
implementation of the GST, the Centre is ready
to push the nation into another financial tur-
moil by doling out thousands of crores of
rupees to conduct the NRC and NPR exercis-
es,” Dheerendra Pratap, national president of
the outfit, said.  
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Adding to continued confusion
over the Maha Vikas Aghadi

(MVA) Government’s stand on the
Citizenship Amendment Act (CAA),
Shiv Sena president and Maharashtra
Chief Minister Uddhav Thackeray on
Wednesday called for removal of
‘misunderstanding’ in the minds of
the people about the CAA which, he
said, was not meant for throwing
Indian citizens out of the country.

Taking a stand on CAA that is
contrary to the one taken by his
party’s ruling alliance partners in the
State — NCP and Congress which
have opposed the amended citizen-
ship law in no uncertain terms,
Uddhav however appeared to be on
the same page as his allies on the
issue of the proposed National
Register of Citizens (NRC). “We will
not allow NRC in the state as it would
impact people of all religions,” he
said.

Choosing not to oppose CAA,
the Chief Minister said that there was
a “lot of misunderstanding” about
CAA which “should be removed”
from the minds of people.

“CAA is not a law meant for
removing anyone from the country.
Amit Shah has said that CAA is
meant a law for giving citizenship to
people. I accept the law to that
extent. It is law meant for giving cit-
izenship to the persecuted people
coming from the neighbouring coun-
tries. It is not meant for throwing out
people from the country,” Uddhav
said, in the third and concluding part
of an interview published ijn his
party’s official mouth-peace
“Saamana”.

“In our neighbouring countries,

persecuted minorities are Hindus.
This is because Pakistan and
Bangladesh are Muslim countries.
Given that they are being persecut-
ed in these countries, they want to
come to India. We do not know the
exact number of persecuted Hindus
who want to come to India from
these countries,” he said.

Uddhav, however, posed some
questions to the Modi Government.
“But, we would like to know from the
Modi government if it has made res-
idential accommodation for the per-
secuted Hindus coming to India. Will
the Government give houses to them
under the Prime Minister Awas
Yojana? Will you provide employ-
ment to them? What kind of arrange-
ments that the government has made
to provide education to the children
of persecuted Hindus coming to
India?. We have a right to know this
Government,” the Chief Minister

said.
Alluding to the NRC, Uddhav

said: “What is not going to be dis-
cussed or what is not being discussed
is the proposed NRC. NRC will not
impact just Muslims in the country,
but will also affect people from all
religions in the country. We will not
allow NRC in the State,” the chief
minister said.

“Under NRC, all people will
have to prove their citizenship. There
would not be any difference between
Hindus and Muslims when it comes
proving citizenship. Muslims have
taken to street in protest against
NRC. What if Hindus take to streets
against NRC. Take the case of Assam,
19 lakh people could not prove their
citizenship. Of the 19 lakh people, 14
lakh people are Hindus. Among
those who failed to prove their citi-
zenship were family members of
MLAs and MPs,” he said.
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Mumbai: Shiv Sena president and Chief Minister Uddhav Thackeray said
here on Wednesday that he would go to Delhi to meet Prime Minister
Narendra Modi, Congress’ interim president Sonia Gandhi, veteran BJP
leader LK Advani and others.

Queried as to why he had not visited the national Capital after tak-
ing over as the Chief mMnister of Maharashtra, Uddhav said:  There is
no such compulsion. I don't have any anger or ill will. I will definitely
go to Delhi when I need to"

Asked if he would meet Modi, Sonia Gandhi among others, the
Maharashtra Chief Minister said: "Why not? I will definitely meet Modi,
Sonia, Advani and other people".

Replying to another question, Uddhav said that NCP president 
Sharad Pawar was ‘a mentor’ to his 
Government and “not a remote control”. PNS
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Kochi: Wuhan may have
become a household name
after the outbreak of the dead-
ly novel coronavirus but the
historic Chinese city has been
a much sought after education
hub for Kerala medicalaspi-
rants for long with affordable
and quality courses being the
prime attraction.

While there is no official
data on the number of Kerala
students studying in the Asian
nation, unoffcial estimates put
it around 500.

Interestingly, an official
said only after the virus scare
the government learnt about a
sizable number of students
studying in Chinese universi-
ties.

India’s all three positive
coronavirus cases so far are
Keralite students, two of them
medicos, of a university in
Wuhan, the epicentre of the

novel coronavirus which has
claimed 490 lives in China so
far.

Impressed by factors like
affordability, amenities and
international standards in med-
ical education, offered in
English, students from Kerala
have been flocking to the
Wuhan University School of
Medicine.

Wuhan, over 1,000 km
from Chinese capital of Beijing
and more than 800 km from
the top class metropolis
Shanghai, is a historic city and
played a key role in the 20th
century history of China.

“I am very happy about the
medical education system at
Wuhan university. They offer
quality education at afford-
able fees,” a student who had
returned from Wuhan last
month, said here.

Aiswarya Hariharan, a

third year MBBS student,
returned to India early January
soon after the school was shut
for vacation.

According to her, the
Wuhan University School of
Medicine has become a centre
of attraction for MBBS aspi-
rants from Kerala because of its
international standard.

Overseas students prefer
the university as the six-year-
long course is offered in
English for them.

“In our batch, there are
about 70 international stu-
dents. Interestingly, 50 of them
are from Kerala,” said Aiswarya
from Tripunithura near here.
Parent of another MBBS stu-
dent studying in Wuhan said he
sent his daughter there because
of its high standard of educa-
tion in a fees affordable for him.

“I spent �5 to 6 lakhs for
fee, accommodation and food

annually for my daughter. This
fee amount is very less when
compared with many of the
self-financing medical insti-
tutes with least facilities in
India.” “Besides, studying over-
seas is beneficial for the stu-
dents as they get an interna-
tional exposure,” the parent
said.

Revathy Krishnan from
Thiruvananthapuram is also
doing MBBS in Wuhan.     The
third year student said she was

very happy about her institute
and its faculty which offer
medical education at par with
any other reputed Indian med-
ical institute.

The students claimed that
the facilities the institute offer
at Wuhan university, which is
also recognised by the
Government of India, is of
international standard.

The students said around
500 from Kerala are pursuing
MBBS course at Wuhan

University School of Medicine.   
However, a government

department set up to redress
the grievances of Non-Resident
Keralites (NRKs) said there
was no exact data on this num-
ber. Vice Chairman of the Non
Resident Keralites Affairs
(NORKA Roots) K
Varadarajan said no records of
the Keralite students studying
in Chinese institutions were
available with the state.

“We believe that most of
the Keralite students studying
in Wuhan have returned to
Kerala following the outbreak
of the novel Coronavirus. But
some of the students, whose
courses will complete in com-
ing months, are still staying
back there,” he said.

“There is no possibility to
get the exact number of
Keralite students studying in
universities in Wuhan and

other Chinese provinces. It is
because of the virus scare, we
came to know such a sizable
number of students are study-
ing in Chinese universities”,
Varadarajan told PTI.

Meanwhile, the students
expressed confidence China
would very soon overcome the
coronavirus crisis and that
they would be able to contin-
ue their education in 
Wuhan.

According to students,
though there are about 35
medical colleges in Kerala not
all of them could aspire to get
a seat in one of them.
Educational consultant, Jacob
George, General Manager of
the Asian Educational
Consultancy, however, felt the
number of students who go to
China for MBBS were minimal
as several others preferred
countries like Russia. PTI 

Kochi: Faced with the challenges
posed by the novel Coronavirus
(nCoV), the Kerala Government is
banking on its experience gleaned
from fighting the deadly Nipah
outbreak in 2018 and 2019 to effec-
tively tackle the current situation.

Activating its officials, doctors
and field staff to face the challenge
much before the State’s first
Coronavirus case was reported
from Thrissur last week,  the state
health department has put all per-
sons who have returned from
nCoV-hit China under its surveil-
lance since January 15.

“If you are a person with trav-
el history to China and returned
from that country after January 15,
you will be put under the radar of
the district surveillance team,” Dr
S Sreedevi, additional DMO
Ernakulam and district surveil-
lance officer, told PTI.

According to her, those who
returned from the coronavirus-hit
regions are given instructions
through phone on the need to
remain in home quarantine for 28
days for the safety of his/her fam-
ily members.  Details of the peo-
ple who have travel history to
China are taken from the airports.

Information about the home
quarantined persons are updated
to the district health officials by the
field staff.

“If that person is found not

following the guidelines for coro-
navirus, he will get a call from the
top district medical officers urging
him not to mingle with anyone,”
the medical officer said.

According to her, in most
cases the people obey the instruc-
tions of the health officials as
they are aware of the threat posed
by the disease.

“Our experience in tackling
the Nipah virus in 2018 and 2019
help us in dealing with the nCoV
cases,” the medical officer 
said.

The Kerala Government
declared novel coronavirus as a
“state specific disaster” on Monday
as three students who returned
from China’s Wuhan province,
epicentre of the epidemic, tested
positive for the infection in the last
few days.

The State Health Minister KK
Shailaja has said the state health
department is ready to face the
novel coronavirus challenge draw-
ing on its experience in overcom-
ing the Nipah virus outbreak in
2018 and 2019.

In line with the steps taken to
tackle the Nipah virus outbreak, a
state control room in
Thiruvananthapuram and district
control rooms at all district head-
quarters were set up much before
the first coronavirus case was
reported. PTI

Jammu: Twenty-one people arrived back to
Jammu & Kashmir from coronavirus-hit China
this week and they have been kept under home
observation, officials said on Wednesday.

No case of coronavirus has been found in
the UT so far, they added. 

As many as 21 persons — seven from
Jammu and 14 from Kashmir — have arrived
in Srinagar and Jammu during the last few days
and they have been kept under home isolation,
a senior officer of the Health department told
PTI.

Tests were conducted on 11 passengers —
seven from Jammu and four from Kashmir —
and sent to a laboratory in Pune, he said.

Of these, seven reports have arrived back
and all of them are negative, the officer
added.

“All these people are under observation and
are being monitored. They have been asked to
remain in isolation and take necessary pre-
cautions. However, no one has been hospi-
talised,” he said.

Financial Commissioner, Health, Atul
Dulloo said the Government has established a
33-bedded isolation ward at Government
Medical College Jammu for coronavirus cases
and 22-bedded such facility at GMC Srinagar,
SKIMS Soura and Maternity Hospital
Sanathnagar in the Kashmir valley.

The sample taking facility has been kept
at GMC Srinagar and GMC Jammu, he added.

“The government is not taking any
chances on the issue of coronavirus and all
those arriving from China, Nepal and other
countries are being monitored,” Dulloo
said.

The new strain of coronavirus, which orig-
inated in Hubei province in central China late
last year, has so far killed 490 people in that
country and infected further 24,324. Globally,
around 130 cases have been reported and three
of them are from Kerala, India. 

Surat: A 41-year-old man quarantined on Tuesday for sus-
pected novel coronavirus infection walked out of the civil
hospital here in Gujarat without giving his blood sam-
ples for testing, a senior official said on 
Wednesday.

However, after the hospital authorities informed dis-
trict administration and the police about the incident, the
man’s family members on Wednesday said he would return
to the hospital to give his blood samples.

A senior hospital official said that the 41-year-old
walked out of the facility without informing anybody, as
he was “scared”, apparently of contracting the 
infection.

The man had returned from China on January 19.
Meanwhile, samples of three of the total five cases of

suspected nCoV infection in Gujarat have tested nega-
tive while result of two others is awaited.

All these persons had returned from China--the coun-
try from where the nCoV infection originated--in the
recent past.

“A man was admitted in the isolation ward of the hos-
pital for suspected nCoV on Tuesday afternoon. However,
before we could collect his blood samples, he slipped away.
We have informed the district collector and the police,”
said Priti Kapadia, in-charge medical superintendent of
the hospital.

She said a family member of the man met with the
hospital authorities on Wednesday and assured them that
he would get himself admitted to the hospital again for
giving his blood sample.

“If he cooperates and provides his blood samples, we
shall be able to prevent the spread of the virus in case his
samples test positive,” Kapadia said.

Hospital Resident Medical Officer (RMO) Ketan Naik
said the man walked out of the hospital without inform-
ing anybody despite counselling on Tuesday.

A Health department official said they are following
up with 622 of the total 769 passengers who had returned
from China in the recent past.

In Ahmedabad, we have followed up with 195 peo-
ple, followed by Mehsana (70), Banaskantha (62), and
Rajkot (47), he said. PTI
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Agroom, who arrived in Kerala from China
for his wedding two weeks ago, had to post-

pone the ceremony on the insistence of health
authorities as the youth is presently under home
quarantine for the novel Corona virus.

The marriage had been scheduled for
Tuesday at Kadangode grama panchayat here.

Panchayat sources said they came to hear
about the proposed ceremony only a day before
the wedding.

“We came to know about the wedding on
February 3. The health inspector immediately
contacted the District Medical Officer (DMO)
and we sent a letter to Deputy Director.
Following the intervention of the officials, the
family postponed the wedding”, the sources said.
The youth, who is working as an accountant in
Yiwu, about 1500 km from Wuhan, had reached
Kochi airport on January 19.

The groom was told by the health authori-
ties that he cannot get married as part of the
health protocol of the Government, which
stipulates that those returning from China
have to strictly report to the health authorities
and quarantine themselves for a 28-day period
at home, the sources said.

A local health official said a reception was
held in the evening, in which the groom did not
participate.

The bride was garlanded by the groom’s
mother and brought to the hall before the guests
and a traditional “Sadya” was arranged for the
guests.

Two Medical students, a businessman and
a man working in China were among those from
the panchayat who had recently returned to the
state, the panchayat sources said.

The LDF Government had asked families
of those who return from the virus affected
regions to postpone marriages to prevent a pos-
sible outbreak of the disease in the
State. 
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Overcrowding in jails is
connected to “perfor-

mance of  courts”,  the
Supreme Court observed
Wednesday and said it will
pass  direct ions  to deal

with the issue affecting
1,341 pr isons in the 

country which house 4.68
lakh inmates as against the
sanctioned strength of 3.83
lakh.

A bench, headed by Chief
Justice S A Bobde, said it will
also pass direction to effec-
tively deal with the problem
of shortage of staffers in jails
“which are on an average 30
to 40 per cent” of sanctioned
strength.

The problem was “con-
nected to the performance of
the courts and will have to be
tackled”,  the bench

said, taking note of issue of
overcrowding in
prisons.

It asked the Centre, rep-
resented by Addit ional
Solicitor General A N S
Nadkarni, to take instruc-
tions and apprise it as to how
they are going to address the
immediate  concerns of
f i l l ing up vacancies  
in jails and over-crowding in
them as highlighted by the
prison reforms committee
headed by former apex 
court judge Justice Amitava
Roy.

“We will pass orders after
two weeks on the issues of
overcrowding in jails and
filling up of vacancies,” said
the bench, also comprising
Justices B R Gavai and Surya
Kant, as the law officer
sought  t ime for  taking
instructions.
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From Page 1
increase in number of

licence issued by the Ministry
from 210 to 460 in the last five
years.

“India today is building
several defence equipment like
artillery guns, aircraft carriers,
submarines, frigates, light-
combat aircraft, and combat
helicopters,” he said.

Modi cited misuse of tech-
nology, terrorism and cyber
threat as challenges facing the
world and said that defence

forces were eyeing new tech-
nology considering new
threats. “India is not behind
others. A roadmap has been
finalised to use application of
artificial intelligence in defence
sector,” he said.

Modi said that the creation
of the post of Chief of Defence
Staff and Department of
Military Affairs would boost
the overall defence produc-
tion. Earlier, Defence Minister
Rajnath Singh made a detailed
presentation about the plans of

his Ministry and said that it was
pursuing three Ps - policies,
promotion and partnership.
The 11th edition of biennial
DefExpo 2020 during February
5-9 will feature 1,000
exhibitors, including 165 for-
eign companies from the US,
France, Germany, Russia, Israel,
Australia etc, making it the
largest ever defence show sur-
passing the 10th edition of
DefExpo 2018 in Chennai,
when about 700 exhibitors par-
ticipated.

From Page 1
Korean carmakers

Hyundai and Kia also took the
opportunity to showcase their
next concept vehicles, Hyundai
showcased their facelifted
Tucson and will unveil the
second-generation Creta today
with Kia showcasing their com-
pact SUV, the ‘Sonet’. Kia also
launched their much awaited
MPV, the Carnival which has
been priced between Rs 25-34
lakh. Mahindra and Mahindra

announced their latest range of
engines which will be used on
Ssangyong and Ford vehicles
and the Indian manufacturer
also launched their eKUV elec-
tric small car at Rs 8.75 lakh.
Chinese manufacturers SAIC
and GWM also showcasing
their upcoming products
including small urban electric
cars and SUV’s. German luxu-
ry carmaker Mercedes-Benz,
the only luxury manufacturer
participating at the show show-

cased their upcoming A-Class
limousine and GLA SUV, both
of which will be launched later
this year. 

On the whole this was a
relatively dull Auto Expo, but
the overwhelming feeling from
automobile manufacturers is
that 2020 might see a revival of
demand, which collapsed a
few months after the previous
Expo held in 2018. Will that
happen? Keep watching this
space.
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The Uttar Pradesh Cabinet on Wednesday
approved a proposal to set up 16 cybercrime

police stations in the state. A total of 18 proposals
were approved in a Cabinet meeting headed by
Chief Minister Yogi Adityanath, government
spokesperson Sidharth Nath Singh told reporters
here.

“The cabinet has approved a proposal to
establish cybercrime police stations in UP
Police’s 16 zonal headquarters in Bareilly,
Moradabad, Saharanpur, Agra, Aligarh, Kanpur,
Jhansi, Prayagraj, Chitrakoot, Gorakhpur,

Devipatan, Basti, Varanasi, Azamgarh, Mirzapur
and Ayodhya,” he said.

The cabinet also approved a proposal of
nominating teachers of the Provisional Medical
Service (PMS) cadre based on their abilities as
professors and associate professors on deputa-
tion in Ayodhya, Basti, Bahraich, Shahjahanpur
and Firozabad medical colleges.

These colleges were established with the help
of the central Government.

The cabinet also approved an amendment
to the web media policy, under which websites
with 50,000 hits will now get advertisements
under the DAVP.

New Delhi: The Supreme Court on
Wednesday refused to stay the Bombay
High Court order upholding a Maharashtra
law granting reservation to Marathas in
education and jobs. 

A bench of Justices L Nageswara Rao
and Deepak Gupta said the matter has been
pending for long and required detailed
hearing. 

It fixed March 17 to hear at length a
batch of pleas filed for and against the
Maratha quota.  “We are fixing the date of
March 17, so that the issue can be heard
at length. We are also making it clear that

no adjournments will be granted. All
replies and counter replies to be filed before
the next date of hearing,” the bench 
said. 

At the outset, senior advocate Gopal
Sankaranarayanan, appearing for some
of the petitioners challenging the quota
for Marathas, said the state cannot
grant  such 
reservation beyond the set  limit. 

He sought a stay of the Bombay High
Court order which upheld the State law
granting quota to Marathas with some
modifications. 



It is speculative how the military
parade became the centerpiece in
Republic Day celebrations at Rajpath.
The Republic Day commemorates
January 26, 1950, the day the bulk of

the Constitution of India came into force.
The armed forces had no role in its mak-
ing and the text nowhere refers to them.
However, given the robust traditions of an
apolitical army, institutionalised by the
British, there was never a conflict between
the civilian government and the military in
India. No doubt General K.M. Cariappa
(Retd), India’s first Chief of Army Staff, had
blurted out in 1971 that the Constitution
should be scrapped, and India should be
placed under military rule, at least temporar-
ily, “to put things right in the country.” But
he never lost his credentials or post-retire-
ment benefits on account of such sacrilege.
He was still invested with the Five Star
General Rank or Field Marshal by the
President. That is the beauty of democra-
cy. 

In contrast, the United States of
America, the world’s oldest modern democ-
racy, took long to reconcile itself with the
necessity of a large standing Army. The
Army, unlike the Navy, was perceived as a
potential threat to the civilian government.
This is despite the fact that the first US
President, George Washington, had been a
reputed general himself. When the US got
accidentally drawn into the World War I on
April 6, 1917, its standing Army was a con-
stabulary force of 127,151 in addition to a
national guard of 181,620. Though it
expanded to 3.68 million troops within 18
months of WWI, it again shrunk to a size
of 125,000 personnel between 1919 and
1939, the smallest for any great power. 

The World War II inflated the size of the
Army to 8.3 million troops, about five mil-
lion of whom were posted overseas. It is esti-
mated that 12 per cent of the US popula-
tion served in some branch of the military
during the WWII. As the Cold War followed
the World War II, the US came to rely on
its military superiority as a means of pro-
tecting the “free world.” The military pacts
like NATO, ANZUS, CENTO and SEATO
became the order of the day. 

In the post-WWII phase, both India and
the US demonstrated a divergent approach
towards democracy and militarisation.
India became the world’s largest democra-
cy based on a universal adult suffrage. But
this status found little reflection in the
nation’s foreign policy. The significance of
India becoming a democracy was never fully
realised. By the end of WWII, there were
only 12 democracies left in the world, down
from all 29 in 1926, courtesy the rise of
authoritarian regimes based on fascism and
Nazism. The defeat of the Axis Powers sig-
nalled a process of re-democratisation. But
the Russian victory also meant expansion
of Communism, which sealed the fate of re-
democratisation in a number of countries

in WWII. Writing in 1950,
John Foster Dulles, later to be
US Secretary of State, says,
“Already Soviet Communism
has extended its control over
more than 700,00,000 people, or
about, one third of the human
race. This has happened in
thirty three years. Never before
have so few gained so much, so
fast (War or Peace, P.2).” Dulles,
when he became Secretary of
State (1953-59), favoured the
policy of “liberation” of East
Europe and other communist-
dominated regions, as against
the “containment” theory of
his predecessor Dean Acheson. 

At a time when one-third of
humanity was somehow under
the sway of Communism, it was
no mean achievement to bring
one sixth of humanity to the
light of democracy. This polit-
ical “miracle” happened in
India. As a result of the first gen-
eral elections in 1951-52, India’s
36.5 crore population (as per
Census, 1951) came alive under
a parliamentary democracy.
India rewrote history by upset-
ting the conventional wisdom
that democracies could exist
only in industrially developed,
affluent and educationally for-
ward nations. 

India and the US should
have enjoyed the best of rela-
tions based on the common fac-
tor of democracy. But if the rela-
tionship had failed to take off in

the first place during Nehru’s
visit to the USA (1949) during
Harry S. Truman’s presidency,
the relationship actually plum-
meted during the first three
years of Eisenhower administra-
tion (1953-56). The reason was
despite Eisenhower’s sympathy
for the third world, his Secretary
of State Dulles was inflexible
and dogmatic about democra-
cy. India was no doubt the
world’s largest democracy. But
it refused to be its standard bear-
er on the world stage. Nehru’s
pronounced Marxist leanings
were traceable at least since 1927
when he had participated in the
International Congress against
Colonial Oppression and
Imperialism in Brussels,
Belgium. At this conference,
Nehru had “come around to the
Marxist viewpoint in broad
essentials. He agreed that impe-
rialism and capitalism went
hand in hand, and neither
would disappear until both
were put down (S. Gopal,
Jawaharlal Nehru: A Biography,
Vol-1, P.101).” Nehru had been
to Moscow in 1927 to partici-
pate in the decennial celebra-
tions of the October Revolution,
1917. 

Dulles felt India was run-
ning with the hares and hunt-
ing with the hounds. During the
Korean War (1950-53), the US
had militarily intervened to
save a democratic South Korea

from being overrun by a com-
munist North Korea. India’s
foreign policy during the
Korean War was perceived as
scattered and confused. Nehru
as the External Affairs Minister,
B.N. Rau in the UNO, High
Commissioner V K Krishna
Menon, Ambassador Vijay
Laxmi Pandit and Ambassador
K.M. Pannikar in Beijing were
pulling in different directions.
China entered the Korean War
on the side of North Korea in
October, 1950. But Nehru was
seen lobbying for the Republic
of China’s seat in UN Security
Council, when it was not even
a member of the UN till 1971.
Ironically, Mao’s China at that
moment was also busy annex-
ing Tibet, with grave security
repercussions for India itself. 

India never allowed its
armed forces to be used for the
defence of a “free world” that the
US might have liked. In 1955,
India fashioned its greatest for-
eign policy statement, much to
the chagrin of the US. It along
with 28 other nations formed
the Non-Aligned Movement
(NAM) at the Bandung
Conference (April 18-24, 1955)
in Indonesia. The NAM was
mostly an assortment of newly
de-colonised nations of Africa
and Asia, which did not want to
be part of any bloc (East or
West) or sign military pacts. Not
all founding members of the

NAM were democratic.
Countries like Yugoslavia and
Cuba were communist, though
not part of the Eastern Bloc.
Democracy was not part of the
10-point NAM Charter (an
expansion of Nehru’s five prin-
ciples of Panchashila).
Democracy was first adopted by
the NAM as a guiding principle
in 2006, at the Havana
Conference, ironically in a
country (Cuba) that itself has no
democracy till date. 

In 1955 itself, India began
its lasting relationship with the
USSR, occasioned by the visit of
Nikita Khrushchev and Nikolai
Bulganin to India, and Nehru’s
return visit to Moscow. The rela-
tionship between the world’s
two largest democracies became
all the more complex. India’s sta-
tus as the world’s largest democ-
racy and its foreign policy were
out of sync. But so it was for the
USA, which in pursuit of saving
the “free world,” can support the
military dictatorship of Park
Chung-hee in South Korea but
overthrow a democratically
elected Mohammed Mosaddegg
in Iran or President Salvador
Allende in Chile. Those were
the crude realities of the Cold
War. 

(The writer is a New Delhi-
based researcher and author of
the book The Microphone Men:
How Orators Created a Modern
India. Views are personal) 
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Sir — This refers to the analysis
“Priyanka must rebuild the party
in UP,” (February 5). The writer’s
observation is spot on that
Congress general secretary
Priyanka Gandhi Vadra’s charis-
matic personality, lineage and
close resemblance to her grand-
mother Indira Gandhi have not
contributed to her becoming a
political personality to be reckoned
with as yet. This is despite the fact
that she plunged headlong into
instrumental politics last year by
holding a roadshow with her
brother Rahul Gandhi and pre-
empted her political adversaries by
paying visits to the victims of the
Pulwama attack, Sonbhadra clash
and Unnao rape, besides visiting
the hospitalised Bhim Army chief
Chandra Shekhar Azad and CAA
protesters. The writer has also sug-
gested that Priyanka lost many
opportunities coming her way
and could not draw political
mileage out of them for the bene-
fit of the Congress party. However,
Rome was not built in a day.
Priyanka was brought into politics
a decade too late and even in this
short span, she has matured polit-
ically. If media reports are to be

believed, she is on her way to
becoming a street fighter as well.
A major campaign is on the cards
and she is slated to meet farmers
in a bid to take their grievances to

the Government. The Congress
will hold nukkad sabhas (street cor-
ner meetings) and padyatras
(marches) on the block, tehsil and
district level with a view to forcing

the Centre and State Governments
to redress the problems of the
growers. I subscribe to the writer’s
plea that if this Gandhi scion
longs to make her presence felt in

the most politically significant
State, Uttar Pradesh (UP), she
must leave no stone unturned to
keep her flock together. Priyanka
must also induct some young
faces in UP to give the Grand Old
Party a modern look and a fight-
ing chance in the 2022 Assembly
elections in the State. 

Azhar A Khan
Rampur
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Sir — This refers to the editorial
“Soldiers without boots”, (February
5). Nothing could be more unfor-
tunate than this. A party in power
which takes pride in its “national-
ist” leanings cannot treat its Army
in such a shabby manner. The least
you can do for your soldiers is to
give them respect and treat them
well, because they are the ones who
put their lives on the line for the
nation daily. If Government after
Government is not looking after
our soldiers, then there is some-
thing very wrong with us as a
nation.

Bal Govind
Noida
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India, as defined in Article 1 of the Constitution,
is a “union of States.” These States, therefore, are
constitutive of the Indian Union and no execu-

tive power can be exercised in a manner that under-
mines their quasi-autonomous status. Even under
Article 368, where the Parliament enacts a law, the
power of the House is only a “constituent power”,
which, though without limitation, only implicitly per-
mits amendments in part-II (citizenship provisions)
of the Constitution. The critical question is, can the
constituent power of the Parliament in enacting a
law override the constituent power of the State in
implementing such a law? Given the quasi-
autonomous status of the States, are they obliged to
blindly comply with a Central law, which creates a
conflict with part-III (basic structure) of the
Constitution? Many such questions assume great sig-
nificance in understanding the constitutional pro-
visions and scope of its operation in relation to States,
especially with regard to the recent Citizenship
Amendment Act (CAA). Apart from embedded
quandaries of the CAA, prima facie, in conflict with
Article 14 of the Constitution, the CAA puts the onus
of reparation indirectly on States, as the target class
of immigrant citizens would have to reside or set-
tle in a State of the Union. Therefore, the constituent
power of the Parliament cannot bypass the State in
a manner that creates conflict of interest with State(s).
The Parliament needs to ensure that existing bal-
ance of power and interest is not grossly disturbed
by a piece of law. 

In Centre-State relations, the Parliament’s
capacity to recommend an appropriate course of
action in a matter that consequentially affects the
State shall run the risk of getting limited by other
obligations and interests of the State. A law such as
the CAA cannot overwhelm both lex fori and lex loci
conditions in relation to States. Obviously, the States
remain as both the jurisdictional forum and locus
of CAA in terms of its operation, which has to oper-
ate through Rules framed under the Citizenship Act
of 1955, that necessarily involves officials under the
State Government, who are delegated with “proce-
dural” powers to determine who is a citizen. 

To put it differently, the responsibility of States
to attend to displaced people, who could be legal or
illegal immigrants cannot be taken away by the
Centre assuming for itself a bigger role by a law such
as the CAA. Mere grant of citizenship by the Centre
is a form of personal right, which requires the sup-
port of a State in entirety to secure all other rights
of the citizen, including the right to life, as enshrined
under Article 21. Indeed, the CAA in the first
instance of its passage in Parliament did recognise
lex fori and lex loci conditions by exempting States
and areas under the Sixth Schedule from its oper-
ation. There remains much scope to fulfil these con-
ditions in framing of rules under the CAA, as Assam
and Tripura have State-specific accords to decide on
matters of citizenship. The Supreme Court (SC), on
its part, distinguishably recognised the case of Assam
and Tripura as different from concerns of other parts
of the country in relation to the CAA, which is recog-
nition of lex fori and lex loci conditions under which
the CAA must operate. 

It must also be noted that under Article 13 of
the Constitution, laws prior to the commencement
of the Constitution such as Foreigners’ Act of 1946
under which the Foreigners’ Tribunals (FT) are
ordered in violation of Article 323(b) are inconsis-
tent with part-III of the Constitution and hence it
can operate even with CAA framed under Article
368 of the Constitution.  This establishes the limit-
ed application of the CAA that still requires a much
wider framework, apart from its “religious” bias. 

Indeed in the case of Assam, operation of the
FTs in violation of basic principle of law, namely,
“innocent until proven guilty” and its broad sweep

of executive discretion in sending some-
one to a detention camp along with pur-
ported operation of the CAA hardly makes
a case of consistent application of law.
Indeed such inconsistency in operation of
the citizenship law is exploited to the
extent that a suspected foreigner or an ille-
gal border crosser is often denied right to
fair trial, as nothing in law explicitly puts
a check and balance on a FT judge from
placing a one-sided “onus of proof”,
under Section 9 of the FT Act, 1946 on a
person claiming to be an Indian citizen in
dispute of what the Executive has attrib-
uted upon her as a foreigner.

Indeed, the affidavit filed by some of
the parties disputing the CAA in the SC
refers to this “onus of proof” to be placed
upon an immigrant covered under the
CAA to make it consistent with the FT
Act. In effect, the Code of Civil Procedure
that provides right to fair trial and
assumes someone not to be guilty until
proven guilty is ostensibly a matter of dis-
pute in the case against the CAA that is
lying before the SC now, which substan-
tially involves the role of the State in decid-
ing the fate of a suspected foreigner.  

So, the SC has to decide on the basis
of the principle of “better law” or “more
rational law” in the cases filed against the
CAA. Additionally, when a State disputes
the CAA as a violation of the basic struc-
ture of the Constitution, especially the
principle of secularism and right to
equality before law, the SC has to decide
on its jurisdiction as granted by Article 131
of the Constitution. 

Kerala, West Bengal and Punjab are
raising the same dispute under Article 131.
Article 131 clearly stipulated original
jurisdiction in any dispute between the
Centre and States pertaining to validity of
a Central legislation. Independent of the
outcome of the case on the CAA, it is to
be noted that the right to disputation by
a State is a recognised constitutional posi-
tion that cannot be questioned by raising
the issue of prior permission by the con-

stitutional authority of the Governor. 
The quasi-autonomous status of the

State and full power of the legislature in
framing laws under the Seventh Schedule
allow for a room of manoeuvering by the
States in creative ways without directly
contravening a Central law. In a quasi-fed-
eral structure like India, there is no
“supremacy clause” attached to the Central
law, as the Indian Constitution followed
a principle of separation of powers guid-
ed by a thumb rule of avoiding inequali-
ty and imbalance. 

This makes it amply clear that there
is only an abiding responsibility of the State
to follow a Central law without a binding
obligation or liability in case the State is
not convinced of its correctness. The
whole set of issues of federal cooperation
and consensus comes into play in enforc-
ing a Central law in case the State con-
cerned sees it as violative of part-III of the
Constitution.

What causes the hiatus here is the fil-
tering out of Muslims under the CAA and
treating them differently from the rest, in
case they have entered India from neigh-
bouring countries covered by the law.
Further, exclusion of Tamil immigrants
from the purview of the CAA is a potent
cause of heartburn in Southern States. The
praxis of federalism, being a constantly-
developing subject in the world’s large
democracies, tells us that distinctions
drawn among people on the basis of race,
religion, colour, sex, culture and so on are
to be disbanded by the State. Hence, in the
case of India, no State can be made to prac-
tise such distinction and discrimination
between people by a Central law, if the
State sees it as an incorrect practice. It is
correct that in no way can the constituent
State of the Union remain non-compliant
even if it sees a law giving rise to an incor-
rect practice, except for approaching the
SC to resolve the dispute. However, it is
also true that compliance by the State
should not violate legal principles of non-
discrimination, while denying certain

rights to a segment by an established pro-
cedure of law. No constitutional law
could be bereft of constitutional morali-
ty and ethical principle of “no harm” and
hence no State could be forced by an exec-
utive decree to implement a law that the
State sees causing discrimination and
harm to a segment in a certain local sit-
uation.

The Bommai judgment makes it
very clear that the Centre cannot apply
“arbitrary powers.” Arbitrary powers here
would mean decrees and pronouncements
that explicitly subvert a State’s autonomy
and jurisdiction of its executives in its own
territory. Citizenship Rules, 2003, recog-
nise this executive power of the State by
delegating certain crucial powers to the
State executive like the District Magistrate.
Further, the Bommai Judgment, read with
the Sarkaria Commission report, also
makes it clear that one of the major sources
of arbitrary power lies in “partisan”
affairs. When there is no consensus in a
bipartisan or multi-partisan sense on the
CAA, it does not become non-partisan,
as per the language of the Sarkaria
Commission, which is the only major
commission to examine and understand
Centre-State relations in post-independent
India. Further, the Inter-State Council,
another constitutional body created to
resolve any dispute between federal con-
stituents, could discuss the points of con-
tention related to the CAA, which, of
course depends on how the respective
players raise the matter.

In sum, there is a clear need for check
and balance in the operation of executive
powers under a Central law, which the
CAA certainly warrants. All contentious
issues related to the CAA also need a clear
resolution in the good federal spirit, giv-
ing due importance to the States’ perspec-
tives in the interest of social and political
harmony across India. 

(The writer is an author, political ana-
lyst, philosopher of law and teaches
Philosophy at North Eastern Hill University)
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The Coronavirus, with its epi-
centre in Wuhan, China, is
wreaking havoc and creating an

immense fear psychosis around the
world. In China alone, the virus has
infected over 24,391 people and has
reportedly caused over 492 deaths
according to official estimates. 

However, the actual number is
believed to be much higher. The
alarming speed at which the virus is
spreading caused Chinese President

Xi Jinping to remark that the nation
was fighting a demon. The virus has
led many nations to evacuate their cit-
izens from China. The Chinese
authorities have deployed emergency
measures to contain the spread of the
virus by imposing strict travel restric-
tions and putting certain geograph-
ical locations under lockdown, with
over 50 million people quarantined.

The spread of lethal viruses has
become the new face of climate
change and is taking an unimaginable
toll on human life even as the inter-
national medical community, scien-
tists and disease experts scramble to
find a vaccine and contain the coro-
navirus. Climate change-enabled rise
in temperatures has caused the spike
in humidity levels that in turn have
created a favourable environment for
the viruses of the most virulent kind
to breed and multiply.  The relation-

ship between rising temperatures and
increasing spread of viruses has been
much researched. The American
Society of Microbiology released a
report way back in 2010 regarding the
relation between the two and how
high temperatures play a perfect
host to pandemics. 

In the background of this virus
outbreak, the lack of progress at the
recent COP 25 looks like a lost oppor-
tunity, as the international environ-
mental community with a great
opportunity at hand could not come
up with any major development
agenda to fight climate change. 

Had the world leaders and the
environmental community cobbled
together an actionable plan that
included containment of those pre-
cipitating factors that trigger epi-
demics such as these, the world
would have already had a plan in

hand to deal with the present crisis. 
Be it the SARS virus that impact-

ed China 17 years ago and infected
nearly 8,000 people or the Zika virus
outbreak in 2016, the role of climate
change has always been centric as the
enabler of fast-spreading viruses.
However, there are other aspects also.
For instance, there is an urgent need
to manage the triangular relationship
between humans, the environment
and animals. The inept handling of
any one aspect of this can cause a cas-
cading impact on the well-being of all
three. 

The United States (US) took a
risk of sorts when the Trump
Administration closed down the
Predict Programme that had the
research mandate to test animals for
dangerous pathogens that could cross
over to human beings. The current
coronavirus could be an example

where the virus strain is in fact
believed to have evolved from bat
species.

The political leadership, there-
fore, plays a very important role in
either limiting the evolution and sub-
sequent spread of the virus or expos-
ing the human community to the
risks of virus by shutting down
ongoing research facilities engaged in
studying them, as done by the Trump
Administration.

The human community has for
ages been engaged in a never-ending
struggle with diseases and maladies
which have challenged and inspired
the scientific community to come out
with superior medication and vac-
cines. But the intensity and speed of
the virus is now approaching danger-
ous levels giving lesser and lesser time
to the scientific and medical commu-
nity to respond with an antidote. 

As a result of this time lag, pre-
cious lives are being lost at an alarm-
ing speed. China needs to up its
research and development powers
and ensure that clear lines are drawn
between animal and human interac-
tions so that a virus highway of sorts
is not opened between the two.

India, thankfully has remained
largely out of the clutches of this pre-
sent pandemic but the reporting of
disease-infected victims is getting
uncomfortably closer to home. India
must set up a research protocol and
a prevention programme and insu-
late itself against the disease. But more
importantly, the global community
must unite and ensure that climate
change is controlled drastically and
does not play host to the virulent
viruses of the future.

(The writer is an environmental
journalist)
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Finance Minister Nirmala
Sitharaman’s Budget for

2020-21 was light on new
structural reforms, Fitch
Ratings said on Wednesday
adding it had not materially
altered its forecasts for India’s
economic growth to rise to 5.6
per cent in the next fiscal from
4.6 per cent in 2019-20.

“We believe it is highly
unlikely the country’s general
government debt will be
brought within the ceiling of 60
per cent of GDP by FY25, as
stipulated in the Fiscal
Responsibility and Budget
Management Act,” it said.

Fitch projected that the
government debt will remain
close to 70 per cent of GDP
throughout the period to 2021-
22. “India’s high public debt lev-
els are a weakness relative to its
rating peers (the BBB median
stood at 41.1 per cent in 2019),”
it said.

The Union Budget 2020-21
implies a modest degree of slip-
page from previous targets to
consolidate public finances, it
said. “However, its contents are
consistent with our expectations
when we affirmed the country’s
sovereign rating at ‘BBB-’/Stable
in December 2019.?”

The Budget projects a
deficit of 3.5 per cent in 2020-
21 and implies a further post-
ponement of the Central gov-

ernment’s medium-term fiscal
deficit target of 3 per cent of
GDP as it prioritises efforts to
support economic growth in
the context of the ongoing
sharp slowdown.

“A slippage of 0.5 per cent
of GDP in both FY20 and
FY21 relative to the earlier
targets is in line with the ten-
dency for deficit outturns to
exceed targets in the past few
years,” Fitch said.

Sitharaman projected that
the deficit would fall from 3.8
per cent of GDP in 2019-20 to
3.5 per cent in 2020-21.

“We believe most assump-
tions in the budget, such as
nominal GDP growth of 10 pr
cent and a 9.2 per cent rise in fis-
cal revenues, are credible,” Fitch
said.  “However, risks are like-
ly skewed towards the down-
side, particularly for revenues in
light of previously announced
cuts in the corporate income tax
rate and newly unveiled income
tax rate reductions.”

The tax cuts may stimulate
economic activity in the medi-
um term, but their impact on fis-
cal revenues is likely to be neg-
ative in the short term, it said. 

“The Budget was light on
new structural reforms,
although the government had
already unveiled some mea-
sures last year,” it said.

The finance minister
announced some easing of
restrictions on foreign portfo-

lio inflows, and schemes to
encourage manufacturing in
electronics and textile sectors.
“However, we have not mate-
rially altered our forecasts for
India’s economic growth, which
we expect to pick up to 5.6 per
cent in FY21 from 4.6 per cent
in FY20,” it said.

Fitch said a number of
steps affecting financial insti-
tutions were announced in the
budget, but they only partially
address the issues that are fac-
ing the sector.

For example, the extension
of the credit guarantee mech-
anism to the debt of troubled
non-bank financial companies
will likely help provide some
interim support for wholesale
and housing-finance compa-
nies, but is unlikely to restore
confidence in a sector that
continues to face high risk
aversion from creditors, it said.

“Another downside risk in
the government’s fiscal projec-
tions is the degree to which it
expects asset sales to fill the
revenue gap left by tax cuts. Its
divestment target for FY21 is
around 3x as large as its expect-
ed total for realised sales in
FY20.

“To achieve this, the gov-
ernment would have to address
its persistent tendency to fall
short of announced asset-sale
targets; asset sales in FY20, for
example, were only 40 per cent
of the planned total,” Fitch said.
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Indian equities notched up
their third straight gains on

Wednesday as investors felt
the need to neutralise budget
overreaction and move posi-
tively as improved business
sentiment and positive global
cues augur well.

At the closing bell, the
BSE gauge Sensex was 0.87 per
cent or 353.28 points higher at
41,142.66. The index has
gained over 1,407 points or 3.54
per cent over the last three ses-
sions. The NSE Nifty rose
109.50 points, or 0.91 per cent,
to settle at 12,089.15, taking the
three-day gains to 427.30
points or 3.66 per cent.

Market gains were driven
mainly by rate-sensitive stocks
ahead of the Reserve Bank’s
monetary policy announce-
ment on Thursday.

Besides, reports of a break-
through in coronavirus treat-
ment enthused investors.

Analysts said that buoyan-
cy in Indian equities accelerat-
ed during the afternoon trade as
India’s service sector growth for
January hit a seven-year high.

On the Sensex chart, Tata
Steel was the top gainer in the
Sensex pack, rallying 5.14 per
cent, followed by Bharti Airtel,
HDFC, TCS, L&T and Reliance
Industries.

On the other hand, Hero

MotoCorp was the top laggard,
shedding 3.83 per cent.
PowerGrid, Maruti, Asian
Paints and NTPC too ended
with losses.

Sectorally, BSE metal, tele-
com, realty, industrials, capital
goods, energy, oil and gas,
finance, FMCG and IT indices
ended up to 2.90 per cent
higher, while power and utili-
ties indices slipped in the red.

Broader BSE midcap and
smallcap indices rallied up to
1.35 per cent.

“Indian markets are mir-
roring the global markets and
trading on a higher note pow-
ered by rate-sensitive stocks.
With the overreaction follow-
ing the budget mostly done
with, focus will shift to how
global events and Q3 results
pan out. With Inflation being
on the higher side there is no
further room left for the cen-
tral bank to tweak rates and is
expected to continue its
accommodative stance in the
policy due tomorrow,” said
Vinod Nair, head of research at
Geojit Financial Services Ltd.

India’s services sector activ-
ity surged to a seven-year high
in January driven by sharp
increase in new business
orders, leading to job creation
and business optimism amid
favourable market conditions,
a monthly IHS Markit survey
said.

Earlier this week, another
survey said the country’s man-
ufacturing sector activity
climbed to a near eight-year
high in January.

On the global arena, posi-
tive global cues persisted after
Chinese policymakers promised
to unveil more measures to
support an economy jolted by a
coronavirus outbreak.

With reports of a break-
through in coronavirus treat-
ment doing the rounds, glob-
al stocks surged.

Bourses in Shanghai, Hong
Kong, Tokyo and Seoul settled
up to 1.25 per cent higher.

Stock exchanges in Europe
too opened on a strong note. 

Meanwhile, Brent crude
oil futures advanced 2.76 per
cent to USD 55.45 per barrel.

On the currency front, the
Indian rupee pared initial gains
to settle nearly flat at 71.24 (pro-
visional) against the US dollar
on Wednesday, as market par-
ticipants await fresh cues from
the RBI’s monetary policy.

The domestic unit eroded
the initial gains as investors are
anticipating no change in key
interest rate in the RBI policy
meet amid surge in inflation,
forex traders said. The Reserve
Bank of India is scheduled to
announce the outcome of its
sixth bi-monthly monetary
policy statement for 2019-20 on
Thursday.
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New Delhi (PTI): Adani Enterprises Ltd (AEL) on Wednesday
said its net profit rose over fourfold to �382.98 crore in the
December 2019 quarter, helped by higher income. The Adani
Group’s flagship firm had clocked a net profit of �80.09 crore
during the year-ago quarter, AEL said in a BSE filing.Its total
income during the October-December 2019 period was
�11,075.32 crore, higher from �10,548.14 crore in the year-ago
period. The company’s expenses were �10,635.16 crore, compared
with �10,443.76 crore a year ago.
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NIIT, a global leader in skills and talent development, on

Wednesday reported 40% jump in consolidated net profit to �27.1
crore for December quarter 2019-20 on account of increase in
demand from corporate sector.  The company had garnered a prof-
it of �19.4 crore in the same period a year ago. Overseas market
led by the US and Europe contributed 77% of the total corporate
learning group business., NIIT recorded 10% growth in its con-
solidated revenue to �247.6 crore during the quarter under review
from �225.5 crore in the year-ago period.  CLG recorded net rev-
enue of �189.5 crore. During the quarter, the company complet-
ed buyback of 2.68 crore equity shares after approval from the share-
holders of the company at �125 per share, representing approxi-
mately 16 per cent of the total paid up equity share capital for an
aggregate amount of �335 crore, exclusive of taxes. 
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Apollo Tyres on Wednesday reported a 12.09% decline in con-

solidated net profit to �173.85 crore for the quarter ended on
December 31, 2019, mainly due to sluggish demand from origi-
nal equipment manufacturers. The company had posted a net prof-
it of �197.95 crore for the corresponding period of 2018-19, Apollo
Tyres said in a BSE filing. Consolidated net sales declined to
�4,347.16 crore for the quarter under consideration as against
�4,655.36 crore for the same period year ago.
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Drug major Cipla on Wednesday reported a 5.31% rise in its

consolidated net profit to �339.38 crore for the December 2019 quar-
ter. The company had posted a net profit of �322.24 crore for the
corresponding period of the previous financial year, Cipla said in
a filing to the BSE. Its consolidated total revenue from operations
also rose to �4,371 crore in the October-December 2019 period, com-
pared with �4,007.54 crore in the corresponding period a year ago.

Script Open High Low LTP
BAJFINANCE 4519.70 4541.00 4480.65 4527.55
ICICIBANK 530.60 540.00 526.00 538.90
WESTLIFE 488.00 488.00 423.00 469.10
HAVELLS 613.40 629.70 611.00 621.10
DMART 2160.00 2273.10 2160.00 2249.30
TATAMOTORS 167.20 185.00 166.65 183.75
ICICIPRULI 472.80 481.55 469.50 477.05
YESBANK 35.20 39.75 34.10 37.60
HEROMOTOCO 2466.05 2476.65 2347.55 2374.95
BHARTIARTL 519.10 537.75 515.65 533.50
RELIANCE 1434.00 1452.30 1430.20 1448.05
TATASTEEL 452.05 479.00 448.05 475.30
ZEEL 248.00 250.25 220.25 226.70
GODREJCP 665.90 665.90 650.00 661.40
IBULHSGFIN 279.00 284.00 271.60 276.75
TATAGLOBAL 382.50 407.95 381.00 394.60
SBIN 307.00 313.50 304.80 310.95
SRTRANSFIN 1057.35 1139.10 1056.75 1133.20
BPCL 483.70 508.00 478.00 501.65
HDFCBANK 1235.00 1248.00 1227.40 1244.20
HDFC 2349.90 2395.00 2327.10 2391.45
INFY 787.00 787.00 774.25 784.50
TCS 2125.00 2158.00 2105.75 2145.25
DLF 248.50 255.75 246.00 253.50
MARICO 310.00 314.90 299.30 311.85
TITAN 1286.00 1298.00 1255.10 1279.90
RBLBANK 316.40 323.60 315.40 317.65
LT 1299.85 1325.00 1296.00 1311.85
ITC 216.50 217.50 211.50 216.55
BAJAJFINSV 9542.00 9685.00 9455.55 9595.60
ADANIENT 226.00 239.05 222.65 236.25
AVANTI 590.00 610.00 564.40 599.00
JINDALSTEL 184.00 192.95 181.95 189.90
MARUTI 7200.00 7227.90 7021.85 7037.85
ULTRACEMCO 4475.00 4528.00 4397.60 4470.60
AUROPHARMA 502.00 511.00 495.05 508.45
JSWSTEEL 258.30 271.50 256.65 269.40
GODREJPROP 1099.80 1188.00 1095.10 1151.40
MCX 1259.85 1317.60 1237.15 1312.50
PEL 1440.00 1481.10 1422.00 1459.90
HONAUT 32754.20 35320.00 32222.00 34038.75
BERGEPAINT 590.05 597.45 582.50 588.25
ESCORTS 838.00 865.95 837.50 855.00
AXISBANK 720.20 725.75 715.10 724.15
RECLTD 147.55 153.40 143.20 150.95
INDUSINDBK 1289.70 1289.70 1266.00 1272.80
PFC 117.00 124.50 117.00 122.90
UJJIVAN 384.00 415.40 380.80 402.95
HCLTECH 588.35 598.45 585.60 595.10
L&TFH 115.00 119.25 114.20 118.55
SRF 3800.00 3997.65 3787.40 3988.20
VEDL 139.00 143.95 137.60 143.05
MANAPPURAM 175.45 176.00 166.95 168.75
BANKBARODA 87.25 88.70 87.10 88.15
AUBANK 1054.70 1142.95 1052.05 1095.25
INFRATEL 242.30 250.85 239.75 246.00
PIDILITIND 1572.90 1572.90 1542.65 1551.40
IDEA 5.28 5.34 4.97 5.24
ACC 1488.05 1494.80 1462.55 1469.10
GLAXO 1445.45 1535.85 1365.00 1377.60
APOLLOTYRE 163.20 169.40 161.50 168.35
LICHSGFIN 398.90 407.85 386.75 404.60
JUSTDIAL 526.25 534.75 517.10 525.25
SUNPHARMA 431.50 431.50 422.50 426.15
EXIDEIND 188.45 190.05 178.70 186.35
PVR 1998.00 2059.20 1988.35 2053.90
TVSMOTOR 456.95 482.95 455.00 463.05
COALINDIA 183.95 184.20 178.55 179.20
STAR 489.00 504.90 475.50 493.60
AMBUJACEM 209.00 209.00 205.45 206.50
TATAELXSI 1032.00 1057.80 1015.00 1027.25
HDFCLIFE 574.00 586.10 565.05 583.45
HINDUNILVR 2158.00 2184.00 2154.70 2160.15
CHOLAFIN 333.50 347.50 333.50 342.80
ASIANPAINT 1890.85 1890.85 1867.00 1872.30
BIOCON 290.30 298.30 288.40 295.45
SIEMENS 1481.00 1508.95 1481.00 1497.95
UBL 1319.90 1319.90 1291.50 1315.35
WOCKPHARMA 332.30 359.00 332.30 353.50
HINDPETRO 233.85 239.00 232.45 236.90
UPL 526.00 542.20 521.85 537.55
SAIL 46.75 49.15 46.40 48.75
M&MFIN 369.95 392.35 369.95 388.00
CIPLA 450.00 458.50 437.50 446.80
IOC 114.80 115.85 113.95 114.70
LALPATHLAB 1754.90 1754.90 1675.00 1691.90
CONCOR 566.35 599.25 552.25 594.25
DRREDDY 3230.00 3246.55 3123.00 3134.50
PNB 56.50 57.25 56.05 56.90
MOTHERSUMI 135.75 136.80 131.00 135.35
EICHERMOT 19799.00 19799.00 19366.15 19482.85
NCC 50.70 53.10 50.70 52.20
KOTAKBANK 1698.15 1706.80 1677.20 1690.85
ASHOKLEY 79.00 82.30 79.00 80.35
HDFCAMC 3206.90 3229.65 3177.50 3187.70
BAJAJ-AUTO 3170.10 3220.00 3151.00 3160.70
ONGC 106.70 107.40 105.25 106.70
HINDALCO 189.40 197.50 188.50 196.25
M&M 582.00 589.70 577.25 584.40
CANBK 187.00 187.95 183.00 184.15
PIIND 1540.75 1551.50 1515.05 1531.00
POWERGRID 195.95 195.95 188.05 189.55
ADANIGAS 168.70 176.60 167.50 172.55
BALKRISIND 1134.75 1140.85 1092.05 1100.00
BOSCHLTD 14151.00 14433.60 13551.25 13782.55
NESTLEIND 16499.00 16499.00 16257.20 16373.95
MRF 71600.00 73500.00 71600.00 72339.35

CARERATING 670.00 719.80 660.25 689.45
ABCAPITAL 95.95 97.50 95.25 95.85
OBEROIRLTY 541.00 558.00 532.75 535.50
BEL 85.25 88.10 84.55 86.85
HEXAWARE 378.00 378.20 367.20 371.20
EQUITAS 109.90 114.70 109.55 114.30
BHEL 40.05 40.50 39.25 39.60
ADANIPORTS 372.60 373.40 361.20 366.50
CGCL 204.40 210.40 203.60 207.85
FORCEMOT 1340.00 1375.00 1297.80 1342.70
RAYMOND 631.80 648.25 626.90 633.25
NAUKRI 2965.00 3020.10 2939.00 2985.30
NMDC 110.00 114.95 107.45 114.15
MFSL 480.75 492.00 475.90 483.65
INDIGO 1430.00 1455.95 1408.00 1450.15
BOMDYEING 87.50 90.00 87.05 88.40
BEML 964.00 1006.85 961.95 985.10
NTPC 111.70 112.55 110.60 111.25
PNBHOUSING 414.90 434.55 410.35 423.70
WELCORP 189.70 195.30 185.70 191.55
SHREECEM 24513.20 25283.00 24442.95 24894.80
ADANIGREEN 195.00 204.00 191.00 192.60
SBILIFE 931.50 931.50 899.05 910.90
SPICEJET 92.00 93.45 91.00 92.65
RAJESHEXPO 722.00 725.00 711.00 718.35
GAIL 119.40 121.40 118.35 120.85
BANDHANBNK 439.80 439.90 427.45 429.20
TORNTPOWER 308.00 321.60 292.00 318.15
CAPPL 273.60 325.90 261.50 325.90
CASTROLIND 153.25 154.00 145.90 147.40
OFSS 3056.65 3056.65 2965.45 2979.20
AMARAJABAT 790.00 795.15 777.35 785.70
JAICORPLTD 103.55 111.60 102.50 110.55
TATACHEM 737.00 761.60 731.25 750.50
GRAPHITE 300.00 304.80 299.20 302.80
WIPRO 241.85 243.00 237.50 242.30
TATAMTRDVR 69.95 75.80 69.40 75.40
SUDARSCHEM 470.00 504.40 466.50 498.50
TECHM 812.00 816.00 807.10 814.05
SHILPAMED 369.00 410.30 348.30 380.00
CADILAHC 266.70 274.20 266.70 271.20
ADANIPOWER 61.00 62.55 60.60 61.95
NAM-INDIA 363.45 369.00 357.55 359.45
ABFRL 229.25 247.80 227.65 238.40
GRASIM 794.00 802.00 788.20 799.60
PAGEIND 24749.80 25040.15 24534.60 24689.10
TORNTPHARM 1946.85 2026.20 1946.85 2001.45

VOLTAS 707.40 715.30 688.15 694.30
SUNTV 477.60 486.50 471.55 482.00
CCL 236.85 253.85 236.80 246.80
3MINDIA 23487.95 24121.35 22876.15 23058.75
IBREALEST 93.00 96.00 89.25 90.30
SCI 63.40 64.00 61.40 62.80
FEDERALBNK 90.50 91.00 89.20 90.85
COLPAL 1372.75 1379.85 1362.60 1371.45
CROMPTON 285.00 291.55 284.00 288.80
BATAINDIA 1887.50 1887.50 1856.00 1871.75
HEG 1063.00 1099.75 1047.90 1086.25
DIVISLAB 1962.00 1989.00 1946.80 1964.15
NIITTECH 1934.00 1969.70 1922.00 1935.85
IRCON 456.90 483.00 455.70 465.65
JUBLFOOD 1946.00 1960.00 1927.85 1942.15
APOLLOHOSP 1672.00 1680.90 1650.30 1657.90
IDFCFIRSTB 40.80 41.60 40.45 41.05
VIPIND 472.00 475.00 463.25 469.70
LUPIN 720.95 726.55 716.10 722.35
SPARC 183.50 191.25 183.50 189.25
NESCO 750.00 800.00 750.00 779.55
BRITANNIA 3232.20 3317.25 3232.20 3253.15
IGL 515.00 519.55 510.00 514.40
COCHINSHIP 375.00 378.00 338.95 345.35
GODFRYPHLP 1261.00 1289.90 1199.95 1248.60
DCBBANK 177.70 178.90 174.25 176.25
PETRONET 274.50 274.50 264.20 268.45
DEEPAKNI 414.90 414.90 403.50 408.15
KRBL 265.70 279.50 265.00 273.45
MGL 1199.95 1212.75 1186.30 1192.00
MINDTREE 919.10 919.55 902.10 909.65
VINATIORGA 1030.50 1150.00 1029.50 1052.70
NOCIL 92.50 95.75 90.20 94.35
MUTHOOTFIN 780.00 780.60 757.00 759.65
GLENMARK 315.45 319.95 310.55 318.80
TATAPOWER 56.90 57.40 56.20 57.20
BHARATFORG 502.00 518.00 497.60 508.90
DABUR 503.65 513.00 503.65 510.85
STRTECH 120.05 124.50 120.05 123.15
GUJGAS 295.00 302.00 292.50 296.25
RELINFRA 18.40 19.85 18.40 19.80
BAJAJHLDNG 3777.30 3949.35 3751.90 3868.65
GRANULES 148.00 154.50 147.20 153.80

DIXON 4899.00 4899.00 4633.00 4655.00
BAJAJELEC 401.05 422.00 394.30 413.20
GMRINFRA 22.30 23.00 22.15 22.95
CUMMINSIND 568.00 580.05 565.80 569.30
DHANUKA 525.25 537.25 515.00 519.40
SWANENERGY 113.35 135.45 112.50 135.45
RPOWER 1.59 1.63 1.59 1.62
GRINDWELL 641.65 699.00 637.00 666.90
RITES 316.60 321.75 308.00 309.95
RAMCOCEM 804.00 816.00 792.60 796.20
NATIONALUM 42.65 43.60 42.25 43.35
ASTRAL 1203.70 1208.15 1175.40 1196.80
JINDALSAW 88.20 90.75 87.70 89.20
AEGISLOG 232.80 244.80 227.45 233.45
INDIACEM 79.60 79.80 76.80 77.40
GNFC 173.60 176.00 173.00 173.50
DELTACORP 173.50 177.25 172.40 173.20
ATUL 4868.25 5019.95 4788.05 4976.30
IRB 107.25 111.25 106.70 109.45
HINDZINC 195.30 195.30 189.55 191.00
NBCC 33.00 33.20 32.70 33.05
RALLIS 229.65 238.75 229.35 236.75
TATAINVEST 886.00 927.95 886.00 904.10
REDINGTON 114.10 116.90 114.05 115.95
ZYDUSWELL 1515.00 1555.00 1417.05 1434.50
BAYERCROP 4496.20 4660.00 4414.15 4439.55
RADICO 399.00 407.00 394.00 404.90
AJANTPHARM 1199.90 1216.65 1180.00 1194.40
AMBER 1619.90 1639.20 1560.25 1577.55
RELCAPITAL 7.65 8.28 7.65 8.18
VENKYS 1605.00 1641.25 1592.90 1610.15
SUNTECK 397.85 406.50 388.65 393.90
JBCHEPHARM 500.00 529.00 500.00 522.95
ISEC 460.00 467.00 456.50 463.55
CHAMBLFERT 174.00 174.55 168.20 170.00
ITI 82.65 85.60 82.20 84.15
ITDC 282.15 307.20 280.40 296.60
ASTRAZEN 2576.70 2576.70 2478.00 2490.35
RVNL 24.95 25.55 24.70 25.30
SIS 513.40 521.60 508.30 513.05
BBTC 1150.00 1180.00 1141.05 1147.60
OIL 129.90 130.60 128.35 129.30
POLYCAB 1009.50 1020.00 1005.00 1010.15
JKTYRE 73.60 75.05 73.20 73.95
TATACOFFEE 98.00 101.90 97.70 99.35
PRESTIGE 355.90 383.00 355.00 377.20
CANFINHOME 483.45 487.75 476.25 479.40
PHILIPCARB 123.00 125.00 122.40 123.55
WABAG 217.55 220.70 214.60 215.35
IEX 169.00 180.80 168.95 180.00
SUZLON 2.30 2.30 2.20 2.20
LAURUSLABS 436.35 449.40 432.40 437.05
RAIN 109.50 110.40 106.70 108.90
JUBILANT 566.05 586.40 565.05 576.50
ENGINERSIN 93.10 96.20 92.80 94.50
LEMONTREE 55.00 57.50 54.50 56.25
IPCALAB 1189.00 1225.00 1181.65 1220.65
CREDITACC 770.00 828.90 768.25 810.65
KEI 551.00 554.00 536.50 538.15
TRENT 596.60 599.10 585.15 591.65
BALRAMCHIN 157.95 159.65 153.60 156.80
GSPL 244.40 246.00 236.65 241.50
ICICIGI 1325.00 1348.65 1311.75 1335.75
TV18BRDCST 24.75 25.35 24.70 25.00
MASFIN 1021.00 1110.00 1021.00 1088.20
FORTIS 154.90 157.50 153.95 156.65
NATCOPHARM 630.05 651.00 628.55 648.65
CESC 715.85 728.05 712.00 723.20
TCIEXP 900.00 939.95 862.00 870.20
JSWENERGY 64.00 64.95 61.60 61.90
DISHTV 12.35 12.45 12.15 12.23
FRETAIL 328.55 331.00 324.20 329.15
SOBHA 408.00 417.25 404.00 406.45
EMAMILTD 305.00 312.00 301.00 307.00
MIDHANI 159.00 161.65 155.20 158.95
J&KBANK 24.55 24.95 22.55 22.85
INDIANB 96.35 97.25 94.80 95.45
RELAXO 740.00 751.00 732.00 739.30
LTTS 1698.00 1710.10 1680.50 1694.00
MAHLIFE 413.30 413.30 402.50 402.55
DBL 383.30 388.00 380.95 383.00
VMART 2055.00 2156.45 2055.00 2108.00
PCJEWELLER 21.00 21.15 20.35 20.45
BIRLACORPN 782.50 782.50 760.00 767.10
THYROCARE 629.00 640.90 607.75 613.85
ADANITRANS 334.15 339.90 330.00 338.10
REPCOHOME 335.30 339.45 329.60 334.90
NAVINFLUOR 1163.00 1169.00 1123.00 1143.15
INDHOTEL 140.75 141.35 138.95 140.20
METROPOLIS 1658.00 1672.00 1639.75 1648.95
THERMAX 1041.00 1075.00 1036.40 1074.15
IDFC 35.50 36.60 35.30 36.40
CEATLTD 972.00 995.00 967.50 984.00
ASHOKA 107.05 114.00 106.85 113.10
HUDCO 38.20 38.60 37.65 37.80
KEC 341.95 341.95 336.80 340.20
TRIDENT 6.15 6.19 5.97 6.02
GICRE 246.10 258.00 245.30 255.05
GILLETTE 6564.95 6564.95 6460.00 6499.70
GODREJAGRO 582.00 588.75 574.90 578.80
PNCINFRA 193.00 202.00 192.80 197.70
RCF 47.45 48.30 46.75 47.25
RESPONIND 88.00 88.55 82.00 87.00
SOUTHBANK 10.05 10.17 10.01 10.10
MINDAIND 405.05 405.90 400.50 402.50
INTELLECT 172.65 173.00 166.00 166.80
WHIRLPOOL 2449.95 2460.15 2422.20 2442.05
LTI 1965.00 1965.00 1918.75 1926.20

FSL 42.85 43.60 42.30 42.75
IDBI 34.65 34.70 34.10 34.25
WELSPUNIND 42.70 44.45 42.40 43.25
VBL 820.90 824.60 795.60 805.50
DALBHARAT 878.00 903.95 877.95 884.95
MEGH 57.90 58.95 57.20 57.85
ADVENZYMES 169.45 173.65 167.95 172.40
PGHL 4440.00 4477.00 4382.65 4417.25
DEEPAKFERT 98.00 98.00 93.85 94.60
PTC 55.95 57.25 55.80 56.70
UNIONBANK 48.15 48.70 48.05 48.60
INOXLEISUR 417.60 418.25 408.00 411.95
EDELWEISS 89.20 90.50 87.60 88.75
HSCL 64.00 65.80 64.00 64.40
ABBOTINDIA 13200.00 13210.00 13014.75 13079.15
FINEORG 2379.50 2383.90 2342.80 2348.25
INFIBEAM 57.45 57.90 56.20 56.90
SUPREMEIND 1359.95 1375.00 1353.50 1372.50
SJVN 26.50 26.50 25.75 25.75
GSKCONS 9348.65 9413.25 9202.10 9285.70
BANKINDIA 65.70 66.15 64.70 65.00
KANSAINER 511.25 512.15 501.80 505.15
GREAVESCOT 132.90 140.25 132.25 138.20
JYOTHYLAB 153.70 154.00 144.20 144.70
PGHH 11700.00 11722.10 11480.00 11529.55
PFIZER 4105.90 4165.00 4083.25 4100.50
JMFINANCIL 108.75 109.70 106.30 108.75
SCHAEFFLER 4645.00 4950.00 4645.00 4790.55
ORIENTBANK 48.15 48.30 47.25 47.80
JSL 40.10 42.40 40.10 42.15
ALKEM 2363.00 2408.00 2363.00 2386.15
HEIDELBERG 198.95 202.50 197.80 199.40
APLLTD 615.00 635.00 615.00 625.45
NHPC 24.90 24.90 24.40 24.55
GSFC 77.90 79.10 76.60 76.85
BAJAJCON 217.00 218.80 213.40 217.25
LUXIND 1502.70 1520.00 1479.00 1499.85
AKZOINDIA 2096.30 2104.30 2036.35 2063.35
KTKBANK 74.80 74.80 72.80 73.40
BLISSGVS 141.40 143.00 140.00 142.55
CUB 230.70 230.80 228.80 229.80
QUESS 629.00 633.60 607.70 611.80
HINDCOPPER 42.15 43.50 42.15 43.20
NIACL 140.10 144.80 140.10 142.55
JISLJALEQS 6.93 7.00 6.70 6.83
HAL 800.00 875.00 790.95 811.70
BLUEDART 2672.00 2973.25 2670.05 2841.60
SHANKARA 390.50 396.00 370.90 372.25
NH 379.00 379.00 356.95 359.95
GALAXYSURF 1609.95 1630.35 1577.05 1596.30
MOIL 149.60 149.60 146.85 148.35
GHCL* 185.40 187.25 182.20 182.75
ERIS 525.25 531.75 516.55 523.30
EIDPARRY 227.65 233.20 227.00 228.90
GMDCLTD 62.00 62.10 60.35 61.00
JAMNAAUTO 41.45 42.05 41.00 41.35
JKLAKSHMI 360.65 366.65 357.00 358.70
MAGMA 57.80 60.15 56.60 60.15
CHENNPETRO 119.05 126.00 117.90 118.65
AAVAS 1968.00 1970.00 1940.75 1955.80
HFCL 17.00 17.20 16.50 16.95
TIINDIA 524.55 537.90 515.00 524.10
VAIBHAVGBL 1021.00 1021.00 1008.00 1008.05
APLAPOLLO 2003.95 2014.00 1980.00 1987.70
MOTILALOFS 788.20 803.10 785.00 800.45
KNRCON 281.30 285.35 279.95 283.35
SONATSOFTW 340.95 345.55 336.00 337.20
COROMANDEL 627.95 630.00 612.50 618.90
PARAGMILK 126.50 128.10 123.20 123.95
FCONSUMER 22.60 23.05 21.85 22.60
BDL 289.00 299.00 282.60 285.20
BRIGADE 234.25 239.30 228.15 233.05
SYNDIBANK 24.10 24.15 23.70 23.80
KPITTECH 98.30 98.30 96.05 96.90
BLUESTARCO 803.60 823.10 803.50 815.70
VGUARD 216.60 216.60 213.50 214.65
MPHASIS 918.45 923.95 915.00 920.95
INDOSTAR 289.90 290.00 279.00 285.20
TNPL 183.45 187.00 182.50 183.80
PRSMJOHNSN 71.00 71.00 64.80 65.65
ALLCARGO 111.05 114.80 109.50 112.95
JSLHISAR 77.45 78.35 75.60 76.85
TIMKEN 999.15 1016.70 986.10 1001.50
LAXMIMACH 3230.00 3283.00 3185.45 3194.70
SCHNEIDER 78.55 80.00 77.85 78.65
MAHSCOOTER 4375.00 4488.00 4302.90 4445.60
PHOENIXLTD 864.00 883.55 848.90 880.60
BASF 978.95 987.00 964.65 969.00
JKCEMENT 1394.30 1400.80 1372.20 1389.10
INOXWIND 40.00 41.50 39.00 39.30
MAHSEAMLES 376.85 382.05 376.85 380.75
MMTC 19.50 20.15 19.40 19.80
CRISIL 1702.30 1713.25 1688.40 1696.70
SUNDRMFAST 486.35 497.45 480.85 490.65
CYIENT 487.35 491.50 484.50 485.25
UFLEX 216.20 225.00 214.45 222.00
CARBORUNIV 334.40 336.30 329.05 331.20
GPPL 85.20 86.40 84.00 84.60
NILKAMAL 1417.10 1424.95 1400.00 1421.05
BALMLAWRIE 121.80 123.15 118.70 119.15
JCHAC 2424.00 2492.00 2404.50 2428.75
LINDEINDIA 743.95 748.00 727.50 732.25
IBULISL 107.00 109.00 105.30 106.30
GUJALKALI 391.05 392.75 379.05 382.35
HATHWAY 19.20 19.20 18.70 19.00
MRPL 43.00 43.00 42.30 42.65
IFCI 6.17 6.25 6.09 6.15
IOB 10.47 10.47 9.82 9.89

WABCOINDIA 6799.95 6799.95 6720.55 6730.05
SKFINDIA 2145.00 2202.00 2140.00 2191.40
LAOPALA 180.10 183.60 178.20 182.70
NBVENTURES 69.50 70.90 69.40 69.95
SYMPHONY 1217.90 1223.00 1210.00 1220.20
LAKSHVILAS 15.50 15.50 14.75 14.80
CENTURYPLY 171.55 171.65 167.45 170.50
ARVINDFASN 370.00 376.00 340.00 349.20
HIMATSEIDE 123.35 127.75 122.50 127.35
MINDACORP 105.20 107.00 100.60 103.00
IFBIND 567.60 579.00 564.00 570.35
PERSISTENT 716.90 718.15 701.00 713.70
VARROC 469.40 479.65 451.55 455.25
GODREJIND 408.00 422.85 404.70 415.00
SYNGENE 314.10 314.10 310.55 311.85
FINOLEXIND 558.50 559.00 553.00 555.80
ORIENTELEC 247.35 249.60 243.30 243.85
RATNAMANI 1260.00 1280.85 1238.20 1264.55
ECLERX 607.95 639.60 607.95 624.00
VSTIND 4325.00 4383.90 4210.20 4245.15
GULFOILLUB 809.05 812.00 798.70 800.95
DCMSHRIRAM 364.70 369.05 362.80 365.90
SANOFI 6660.00 6720.00 6615.05 6645.55
ITDCEM 57.10 59.65 57.10 59.65
MAXINDIA 91.00 91.25 87.00 87.60
ESSELPRO 181.65 188.00 180.70 185.70
ALBK 16.70 16.70 16.20 16.30
GDL 127.55 131.20 125.00 129.95
TVSSRICHAK 1738.00 1762.00 1670.00 1679.65
TATAMETALI 608.00 624.00 606.80 614.90
AIAENG 1765.50 1807.45 1757.00 1782.10
CENTRALBK 17.70 18.05 17.65 17.85
KALPATPOWR 442.70 442.70 431.40 435.35
GICHSGFIN 146.00 147.25 145.20 145.55
FINCABLES 377.25 383.30 377.25 381.55
FDC 229.90 232.00 228.00 229.95
DCAL* 82.75 82.75 82.75 82.75
ZENSARTECH 165.75 166.10 162.45 163.05
TTKPRESTIG 5880.00 5969.80 5800.00 5887.40
GARFIBRES 1558.60 1575.00 1532.60 1568.15
ENDURANCE 1075.00 1125.90 1075.00 1110.35
VRLLOG 276.00 278.65 274.95 275.60
MAHLOG 416.75 417.50 398.00 400.30
IIFL 163.00 164.25 161.70 163.15
TIMETECHNO 53.65 54.60 52.60 54.10
KAJARIACER 563.00 571.55 562.35 564.20
DHFL 10.61 10.61 10.61 10.61
SOLARINDS 1280.00 1297.35 1251.00 1273.85
GESHIP 306.90 310.00 301.15 307.85
TEJASNET 78.00 78.65 77.00 77.30
TEAMLEASE 2491.95 2491.95 2427.85 2456.80
SADBHAV 118.90 118.90 116.00 117.35
EIHOTEL 132.60 137.20 132.60 136.20
STARCEMENT 84.75 88.00 84.75 86.80
UCOBANK 16.70 16.70 14.95 15.05
ANDHRABANK 16.00 17.00 16.00 16.05
NLCINDIA 57.00 57.60 56.25 56.40
JAGRAN* 69.80 69.95 68.40 69.55
TAKE 92.50 93.45 91.30 92.00
HERITGFOOD 345.00 355.00 336.00 349.80
MAHINDCIE 175.30 177.25 173.05 173.80
MHRIL 226.00 228.45 225.90 226.15
CERA 2657.35 2659.80 2577.00 2614.95
GET&D 160.15 162.00 158.15 159.05
ORIENTCEM 79.80 81.80 79.10 79.90
ASTERDM 167.00 167.30 166.10 166.35
NETWORK18 24.60 25.90 24.60 25.15
DBCORP 133.50 133.60 132.00 132.15
GEPIL 668.70 680.40 668.70 678.20
SHK 111.25 113.65 109.00 110.60
CHOLAHLDNG 537.65 554.50 537.65 548.10
CORPBANK 22.25 22.75 22.00 22.65
CENTRUM 21.80 22.50 21.45 21.55
UNITEDBNK 8.63 8.63 8.43 8.48
SUPRAJIT 201.45 201.65 197.15 198.00
KPRMILL 631.00 644.85 631.00 639.55
MAHABANK 12.35 12.52 12.28 12.35
OMAXE 159.25 159.25 157.65 157.75
TCNSBRANDS 572.30 579.15 570.00 575.95
SFL 1550.00 1561.50 1454.00 1535.35
SOMANYCERA 214.65 216.70 211.85 213.60
GAYAPROJ 44.10 44.10 44.10 44.10
SHRIRAMCIT 1385.00 1426.90 1365.00 1396.25
VTL 1011.75 1035.00 1009.35 1034.20
TVTODAY 236.05 236.05 232.35 234.70
FLFL 403.00 403.00 398.00 398.90
SHOPERSTOP 410.00 412.50 402.70 405.00
CHALET 326.85 326.85 326.85 326.85

�������	

SCRIP OPEN HIgh LOW LTP CHANGE
NIFTY 50 12005.85 12098.15 11953.35 12089.15 109.50
TATAMOTORS 167.40 184.95 166.60 183.40 17.70
YESBANK 35.10 39.70 34.05 37.95 3.00
TATASTEEL 452.25 479.70 448.00 477.90 26.00
JSWSTEEL 259.50 271.65 256.35 271.15 12.80
BPCL 480.00 507.95 478.00 501.55 23.05
VEDL 139.30 143.90 137.60 143.70 5.15
HINDALCO 190.10 197.55 188.30 196.10 6.85
BHARTIARTL 518.00 537.50 515.80 536.50 17.60
UPL 525.10 542.30 521.55 537.00 14.40
INFRATEL 242.00 251.00 240.00 245.00 4.95
HDFC 2345.55 2395.50 2326.20 2390.50 44.55
TCS 2115.00 2156.70 2104.30 2147.50 39.75
GAIL 119.30 121.50 118.00 121.05 2.15
SBIN 306.90 313.65 304.60 311.00 4.75
ICICIBANK 529.05 540.40 525.70 538.70 7.90
LT 1297.90 1325.00 1295.00 1311.00 19.25
HCLTECH 589.40 598.50 586.00 595.00 8.50
RELIANCE 1434.90 1452.80 1430.30 1446.30 19.90
M&M 580.25 589.85 577.40 585.00 8.10
AXISBANK 719.45 725.65 715.20 724.70 9.70
HDFCBANK 1234.90 1248.00 1227.30 1246.00 16.20
CIPLA 449.55 459.15 437.50 453.75 5.30
WIPRO 241.60 243.00 237.30 242.40 2.15
BRITANNIA 3269.80 3318.00 3243.70 3260.00 27.50
IOC 114.85 115.85 113.90 114.70 0.90
GRASIM 793.70 802.10 788.05 798.45 4.75
ONGC 106.40 107.40 105.10 106.70 0.55
BAJAJFINSV 9540.00 9684.00 9457.70 9580.00 45.10
SUNPHARMA 429.50 431.40 421.90 427.50 1.85
ITC 216.30 217.50 211.50 216.05 0.40
HINDUNILVR 2167.40 2184.00 2153.90 2159.30 3.70
BAJFINANCE 4515.00 4539.95 4477.65 4525.00 5.75
TECHM 810.00 816.00 807.00 811.95 0.85
TITAN 1284.75 1297.70 1255.00 1276.75 0.95
INDUSINDBK 1280.00 1288.65 1265.20 1273.40 0.75
ULTRACEMCO 4477.00 4528.60 4397.60 4475.00 0.75
EICHERMOT 19712.00 19800.00 19356.10 19500.00 -12.65
BAJAJ-AUTO 3185.00 3220.90 3150.00 3158.00 -4.80
KOTAKBANK 1702.00 1707.45 1677.10 1693.50 -4.80
INFY 781.00 786.00 774.40 784.50 -3.35
NTPC 111.30 112.60 110.50 111.40 -0.60
NESTLEIND 16476.00 16481.90 16256.05 16350.00 -105.60
ASIANPAINT 1889.00 1890.00 1866.15 1869.00 -22.30
ADANIPORTS 372.00 372.50 361.10 368.00 -4.50
COALINDIA 184.00 184.00 178.50 179.80 -2.70
MARUTI 7215.00 7231.60 7025.60 7050.00 -149.60
POWERGRID 194.10 195.70 188.00 189.90 -4.45
DRREDDY 3235.00 3250.00 3121.70 3142.00 -99.85
HEROMOTOCO2472.00 2478.90 2345.55 2374.00 -88.05
ZEEL 250.00 250.70 220.10 228.90 -15.60

SE 500B
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SCRIP OPEN HIgh LOW LTP CHANGE
NIFTY NEXT 50 28235.30 28565.75 28172.05 28537.80 425.35
SRTRANSFIN 1056.00 1140.00 1055.00 1130.10 80.60
PFC 117.30 124.55 117.30 122.30 6.25
CONCOR 566.50 600.00 552.00 595.10 28.75
GICRE 245.85 258.45 245.10 255.00 11.65
NMDC 109.45 114.35 107.40 113.50 4.70
DMART 2160.00 2274.00 2160.00 2246.20 90.90
L&TFH 114.60 119.30 114.20 118.30 4.15
BAJAJHLDNG 3764.95 3950.00 3730.20 3860.10 131.75
CADILAHC 266.40 274.50 265.00 272.80 8.65
AUROPHARMA 495.50 510.90 495.10 510.50 15.70
PEL 1435.00 1482.00 1420.10 1459.10 39.70
DLF 250.15 255.80 245.65 251.65 6.40
HINDPETRO 233.10 239.15 232.50 237.05 5.35
INDIGO 1421.50 1455.00 1407.05 1445.65 32.65
BIOCON 291.50 298.35 288.10 296.40 6.30
UBL 1287.50 1317.20 1287.50 1314.60 26.70
NIACL 141.00 144.70 140.20 142.55 2.85
ASHOKLEY 79.10 82.30 79.10 80.60 1.60
HAVELLS 613.40 630.00 610.70 619.10 11.05
DABUR 505.00 513.00 503.50 512.45 9.10
HDFCLIFE 574.40 586.35 565.00 583.50 10.40
SHREECEM 24412.05 25290.00 24412.05 24923.00 437.60
ICICIGI 1326.00 1348.20 1311.00 1335.05 20.75
ICICIPRULI 469.90 482.00 468.90 476.75 6.50
SIEMENS 1487.00 1508.65 1480.00 1497.65 20.25
BANKBARODA 87.50 88.70 87.00 88.25 1.15
MARICO 309.10 314.85 299.20 311.00 3.75
GODREJCP 658.00 663.85 649.55 660.15 7.60
MCDOWELL-N 650.90 657.00 643.00 651.50 6.95
COLPAL 1367.00 1379.80 1362.60 1368.80 9.40
MOTHERSUMI 135.00 136.75 130.90 134.80 0.75
NHPC 24.60 24.90 24.40 24.55 0.10
AMBUJACEM 206.90 208.75 205.20 207.50 0.70
LUPIN 721.10 726.85 716.50 723.70 2.10
PNB 56.25 57.30 56.10 56.90 0.10
HDFCAMC 3204.80 3230.00 3175.00 3189.85 3.95
SBILIFE 913.60 915.80 898.50 911.85 0.25
IDEA 5.25 5.35 4.95 5.25 0.00
DIVISLAB 1962.05 1990.00 1946.20 1958.00 -3.30
PAGEIND 24600.00 25050.95 24500.00 24620.50 -47.00
IBULHSGFIN 279.00 284.15 271.50 276.30 -0.55
PIDILITIND 1558.65 1562.00 1542.10 1551.40 -5.60
BERGEPAINT 592.90 597.00 582.15 586.00 -2.50
HINDZINC 193.20 194.95 189.50 191.60 -1.35
PETRONET 270.50 270.90 264.25 268.00 -2.05
OFSS 3020.00 3069.00 2961.00 2970.00 -22.75
ACC 1496.50 1496.50 1463.30 1470.00 -17.25
PGHH 11659.00 11740.00 11401.20 11465.20 -136.20
BOSCHLTD 14125.00 14440.00 13555.00 13790.00 -223.25
BANDHANBNK 439.50 439.90 427.50 428.00 -9.90
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Making a strong pitch for
his re-election amid the

impeachment trial, President
Donald Trump said that
America has made a great
comeback and the country is
“thriving and highly respected
again” as he boasted about the
economic growth under his
regime.

Delivering his 3rd State of
the Union address, Trump said
on Tuesday that in just 3 short
years, his administration has
shattered the mentality of
American decline and rejected
the downsizing of the country’s
destiny. “We are moving for-
ward at a pace that was
unimaginable just a short time
ago, and we are never going
back,” Trump said during his
over one hour address.

The US president said that
under his leadership, jobs are
booming, incomes are soaring,
poverty is plummeting, crime
is falling, confidence is surging,
and “our country is thriving
and highly respected again.”

“Three years ago, we
launched the great American
comeback. America’s enemies
are on the run, America’s for-
tunes are on the rise and
America’s future is blazing
bright,” he added.

Trump underlined the
country’s economic gains
under his leadership, asserting
that “the American Dream is
back” and is “stronger than ever
before”.

“The years of economic
decay are over...Gone too are
the broken promises, jobless
recoveries, tired platitudes, and
constant excuses for the deple-
tion of American wealth, power
and prestige,” Trump said on
the eve of his likely acquittal by
the Senate in the impeachment
trial. The president asserted his
country’s economy is the best
it has ever been.

Asserting that the US is
moving forward at a pace that
was unimaginable just a short
time ago, Trump, the first pres-
ident to run for reelection after
being impeached, said from the
day he took office, he worked
towards reviving economy and
the agenda of his administra-
tion is relentlessly pro-worker,

pro-family, pro-growth, and,
most of all, pro-American.

Trump said that the US
administration is strongly
defending the national securi-
ty and “as we defend American
lives, we are working to end
America’s wars in the Middle
East.”

Stressing that his adminis-

tration has undertaken
unprecedented effort to secure
the southern border of the US
with Mexico, Trump said that
the country “should be a sanc-
tuary for law-abiding
Americans - not criminal
aliens.”

He said that whosoever
coming illegally to the US

would be promptly removed.
“We entered into historic

cooperation agreements with
the Governments of Mexico,
Honduras, El Salvador, and
Guatemala. As a result of our
unprecedented efforts, illegal
crossings are down 75 per cent
since May — dropping 8
straight months in a row.  And

as the wall goes up, drug
seizures rise, and border cross-
ings go down,” he said.

Trump showered praise
on the US military for for car-
rying out a “flawless precision
strike” that killed Iran’s mili-
tar y commander Qasem
Soleimani and terminated his
“evil reign of terror forever.”

“Soleimani was the
Iranian regime’s most ruthless
butcher, a monster who mur-
dered or wounded thousands
of American service members
in Iraq,” he said.

“That is why, last month,
at my direction, the US mili-
tary executed a flawless pre-
cision strike that ki l led
Soleimani and terminated his
evil reign of terror forever,” he
said.

Trump said that the peace
talks with the Taliban are
underway and vowed to bring
the US troops back from war-
torn Afghanistan.

“It is also not our function
to serve other nations as a law
enforcement agency. These
are warfighters, the best in the
world, and they either want to
fight to win or not fight at all.
We are working to finally end
America’s longest war and
bring our troops back home,”
he said. Speaking about the
US-China relationship, he said
for decades, China has taken
advantage of the US, “now we
have changed that, but, at the
same time, we have perhaps
the best relationship we have
ever had with China, includ-
ing with Chinese President Xi
Jinping.

“Days ago, we signed the
ground breaking new agree-
ment with China that will
defend our workers, protect
our intellectual property, bring
billions of dollars into our
treasury, and open vast new
markets for products made
and grown right here in the
US,” he said. 
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House Speaker Nancy
Pelosi ripped up her

copy of Donald Trump’s State
of the Union address on
Wednesday, in a pointed
political gesture after listen-
ing tight-lipped to the presi-
dent tout his achievements to
Congress.

The tension between
Trump and his Democratic
nemesis was palpable from
the outset, as Pelosi extend-
ed her extended her hand for
a handshake — and the pres-
ident failed to return the
favour.

Seated in silence behind
the president in the House of
Representat ives ,  Pelosi
frowned, repeatedly shook
her head and smiled disbe-
lievingly until he finished
speaking and Republicans
erupted in applause — at
which point she rose and
very visibly tore up the papers
in front of her.

Asked afterwards by a
reporter to give a reason for
her gesture, Pelosi replied:
“Because it was the courteous
thing to do, considering the
alternatives.” 

And in a follow-up tweet,
the 79-year-old Pelosi said
Democrats would “never stop
extending the hand of friend-
ship to get the job done”.

Trump was impeached
by the Democratic-controlled
House six weeks ago, and the
flashpoint with Pelosi comes
one day before the US Senate
is all but certain to vote to
acquit him on charges of
abuse of power and obstruc-

tion of justice.
During the impeachment

crisis, Trump, 73, has repeat-
edly assailed the speaker for
her impeachment “hoax,”
branding her  “ner vous
Nancy” and “crazy Nancy” on
Twitter.

Pelosi’s gesture capped a
night where the country’s
bitter political divide was on
ful l  display,  as  Trump’s
address earned a triumphant
reception f rom the
Republican half of Congress
— but sullen silence, boos
and jeers from the Democrats
present.

Chuck Schumer,  the
senior Democrat in the
Senate, said that the speech
was “more like a Trump rally
than a speech a true leader
would give”.

“It  was demagogic ,
undignified, highly partisan
and in too many places,
untruthful,” he said.

The White House was
quick to hit back at Pelosi,
saying she had insulted the
Americans honored in
Trump’s speech, from a vet-
eran airman to a premature
baby or a mourning military
family.

“That’s her legacy,” it said.
Republican Senator

Lindsey Graham doubled
down, tweeting: “Tearing the
speech up is not going to tear
up the accomplishments of
this President.” His fellow
Republican Senator Marco
Rubio said Pelosi had “embar-
rassed herself ” by ripping
up the speech.

“So pathetic,” he added
on Twitter.
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Malaysia’s former first lady,
who allegedly bankrolled

a luxurious lifestyle with kick-
backs and stolen public money,
went on trial Wednesday for
corruption for the first time
since her husband lost power.

Rosmah Mansor, notorious
for making overseas shopping
trips and owning vast collec-
tions of handbags and jew-
ellery, became a lightning rod
for public anger as the govern-
ment of prime minister Najib
Razak was engulfed by cor-
ruption allegations.

Her husband’s long-ruling
coalition suffered a shock elec-
tion defeat in 2018 in large part
due to claims he and his offi-
cials plundered billions of dol-
lars from sovereign wealth
fund 1MDB. Both Najib and
his wife have since been hit
with multiple charges over the
looting of the investment vehi-
cle, but Rosmah’s first trial
centres on allegations she
received bribes linked to a
government project.

Prosecutors allege she

pocketed 6.5 million ringgit
($1.6 million) for helping a
company secure the project to
provide solar power generators
to schools on the Malaysian
part of Borneo island.

The 68-year-old is also
accused of soliciting a further
187.5 million ringgit. Rosmah

faces three counts of corruption
for the offences, which alleged-
ly took place in 2016 and 2017.

Rosmah, known for her
imperious manner and enor-
mous mane of hair, denied all
the charges as proceedings
began at the Kuala Lumpur
High Court. The former prime

minister’s wife “occupied no
official position. However, she
wielded considerable influence
by her own overbearing nature”,
said prosecutor Gopal Sri Ram
in his opening statement.

“She placed herself in a
position where she was able to
influence decisions in the pub-
lic sector.” 

The trial was supposed to
start Monday but was delayed
after Rosmah was admitted to
hospital complaining of neck
pain. 

On Wednesday she arrived
in a car followed by an ambu-
lance, and limped into the
courtroom. Najib, who is on
trial at the High Court over the
looting of 1MDB, made an
appearance in the courtroom as
the trial got underway.

The former leader and his
wife’s lavish lifestyles came to
symbolise the perceived rot in
Malaysia’s ruling elite.

Following the 2018 elec-
tion, police discovered valu-
ables — including cash, jew-
ellery and luxury handbags —
worth up to $273 million in
properties linked to the couple. 
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Stating that the peace talks
with the Taliban are under-

way, President Donald Trump
on Wednesday vowed to bring
the US troops back from war-
torn Afghanistan and said that
American soldiers are not serv-
ing other nations as “a law
enforcement agency.”

Trump in November
announced the resumption of
peace talks with the Taliban,
but refused to give a timeline
for the drawdown of US troops
from Afghanistan during his
unannounced visit to the
American soldiers stationed
in the country.

After nine rounds of nego-
tiations with the Taliban,
Trump in September called
off the peace talks after a US
service member was killed in a
suicide attack in Afghanistan’s
capital, Kabul.

“In Afghanistan, the deter-
mination and valour of our
warfighters has allowed us to
make tremendous progress,
and peace talks are underway.
I am not looking to kill hun-
dreds of thousands of people in
Afghanistan, many of them

innocent,” Trump said during
his 3rd State of the Union
address to the US Congress.

“It is also not our function
to serve other nations as a law
enforcement agency. These are
warfighters, the best in the
world, and they either want to
fight to win or not fight at all.
We are working to finally end
America’s longest war and
bring our troops back home,”
he said.

Trump hopes to reduce
the number of troops in
Afghanistan to 8,600, but has
not given a timeline.

The US currently has than
14,000 troops in Afghanistan,
but military officials would

not confirm the exact number.
Afghan officials have long

demanded a ceasefire but the
Taliban, who now control more
territory than at any point
since they were ousted in 2001,
have refused to hold direct talks
with the government until a US
deal is agreed.

Trump also said that the
US is also working to end
America’s wars in the Middle
East. Three years ago, the bar-
barians of ISIS held over 20,000
square miles (51,799 sq kms) of
territory in Iraq and Syria, he
said.

“Today, the ISIS territorial
caliphate has been 100 percent
destroyed, and the founder

and leader of ISIS - the blood-
thirsty killer (Abu Bakr) al-
Baghdadi- is dead,” he said.

Trump in October
announced that Baghdadi “is
dead” in a secret US special
forces raid in northwest Syria,
saying the elusive leader of the
“ruthless” Islamic State and
the world’s number one ter-
rorist died “like a dog and like
a coward”. 

He said that his adminis-
tration was strongly defending
the country’s national security
and combating radical Islamic
terrorism. 

“Last week, I announced a
groundbreaking plan for peace
between Israel and the
Palestinians. Recognising that
all past attempts have failed, we
must be determined and cre-
ative in order to stabilise the
region and give millions of
young people the change to
realise a better future,” he said.

President Trump last week
said that Jerusalem “will remain
Israel’s undivided capital” as he
unveiled his Middle East peace
plan aimed at solving the
Israeli-Palestinian conflict,
describing it as “historic” and
a “giant step” towards peace. 
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Joe Biden’s third presidential
bid enters a critical stretch

after a disappointing finish in
the Iowa caucuses sent the
former vice president on to
New Hampshire with a skit-
tish donor base, low cash
reserves and the looming
threat of billionaire rival
Michael Bloomberg and his
unlimited personal wealth.

In New Hampshire on
Tuesday, Biden insisted he
had a “good night” in Iowa
even as he trailed the top
moderate candidate, former
Mayor Pete Buttigieg of South
Bend, Indiana, and the lead-
ing progressive,  B ernie
Sanders, according to initial
returns f rom 71% of
precincts. Biden was run-
ning fourth,  close  to
Minnesota Sen.  Amy
Klobuchar, who just days ago
polled in single digits.

That leaves some estab-
lishment Democrats, includ-
ing some Biden supporters,
questioning his contention
that he’ll reclaim clear front-

runner status in the race
against President Donald
Trump once the primary fight
moves beyond overwhelm-
ingly white Iowa and New
Hampshire to more racially
diverse electorates. And it’s a
reminder of how Biden’s pre-
vious presidential campaigns
never advanced beyond Iowa.

“If he came in fourth,
yeah, that could hurt,” said
Bill Freeman, a Biden donor
from Nashville, Tennessee,
who added that he hadn’t
even considered such a pos-
sibility heading into Monday’s
caucuses. 

“That’s a bad night, no
matter how you spin it.” Most
precarious for Biden: Some of
the would-be donors he could
win over with a strong show-
ing are giving new looks to
Bloomberg, the former New
York City mayor whose entire
strategy of sitting out the
four early nominating states
is pegged to the possibility
that Biden falters. 

Bloomberg, one of the
world’s wealthiest men with a
net worth approaching $60

billion, isn’t asking for money.
He’s simply looking for sup-
port that could cut off finan-
cial lifelines to Biden, whose
campaign reported just $9
million cash on hand to start
the year.

That’s patronage Biden
needs to remain competitive
with Buttigieg, as well as Sen.
El izabeth Warren and
Sanders, who have raised
massive sums from small-
dollar online contributors
who have been far less gen-
erous to Biden.

Alex Sink, a Democratic
donor who hosted Hillary
Clinton in the 2016 race,
said many donors are holding
back, waiting to see how
Biden does. They are also
keeping an open mind about
Bloomberg, whose campaign
asked Sink last week to attend
an event in Tampa.

“I was anxious to do it
because, like so many others,
I’m curious and interested
and worried about who our
candidate will be and how we
are going to beat Trump,” she
said. 

“Most of my friends don’t
know yet who they are voting
for.” Biden aides have said for
months that he didn’t have to
win in Iowa or on Feb. 11 in
New Hampshire because he
was better positioned in
Nevada’s Feb. 22 caucuses,
South Carolina’s Feb. 29 pri-
mary and a slate of March 3
primaries with more than a
third of Democrats’ national
delegates at stake on a single
day.

That never meant, how-
ever, that Biden could sustain
a bad showing in Iowa and
New Hampshire.  The
approach was also an expen-
sive one, requiring deep cam-
paign reserves to finance
advertising and staffing in
Nevada, South Carolina and
delegate-rich states l ike
California and Texas.

Biden has a campaign
footprint across the March
primary map, with paid staff
or volunteer offices in 13
states. But his cash flow rais-
es questions about how much
he can bolster his existing
operation. His uneasy finan-

cial situation is underscored
by an affiliated super PAC
that spent more on Iowa ads
than the campaign itself, but
still has struggled to raise
money and has little left over
after Iowa.

“Will he have as much
money as Bernie Sanders?
Probably no. But it doesn’t
matter — all you need is
enough gas to finish the race,”
said John Morgan, a Florida
plaintiffs attorney and one of
Biden’s top fundraisers.

Freeman and Morgan
agreed that Biden needs to
finish in the top 3 in New
Hampshire and ideally as the
top moderate. That reflects
what had been the quiet hope
of Biden’s team heading into
Monday’s caucuses. They did-
n’t necessarily expect to win
outright. 

But they hoped that they
could emerge from Iowa as
the clear  a lternat ive  to
Sanders, a democratic social-
ist and leader of the left’s pro-
gressive base.

An effectively two-person
race between Sanders and

the former vice president,
Biden confidants believed,
would open the financial
spigot, firm up his advantages
among nonwhite voters and
win over skeptical white
moderates now aligned with
Buttigieg or Klobuchar.

“That’s my conversation
with people: If Bernie Sanders
is the nominee, would you
vote for him?” Morgan said.
“If not, then back Joe.” Biden
took the same approach
Tuesday on the campaign
trail, hammering Sanders as
directly as he has in weeks. 

“It’s time to get real about
health care,” he said as he
compared his proposal to
expand existing insurance
markets  with a  “public
option” to Sanders’ “Medicare
for All” idea. 

Sanders has been pushing
single-payer insurance for
“30 years now,” Biden said,
and ”hasn’t moved it an inch.”
The problem, Freeman said,
is that a lackluster start in
Iowa makes the Biden-
Sanders juxtaposition a much
harder sell.
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The US is working closely
with Beijing to combat the

coronavirus outbreak,
President Donald Trump said,
as the deadly infection claimed
490 lives in China and spread
to over 20 countries, including
India and America, prompting
the World Health Organisation
to declare a global health emer-
gency.

The US on Tuesday evac-
uated over 300 more people on
two new flights out of the
Chinese city Wuhan, the epi-
centre of the fast-spreading
new coronavirus. Last week, it
evacuated 195 Americans from
Wuhan. 

“Protecting Americans’
health also means fighting
infectious diseases,” Trump
said in his State of the Union
speech on late Tuesday night

while highlighting the initia-
tives taken by his administra-
tion in the healthcare sector.   

“We are coordinating with
the Chinese government and
working closely together on the
coronavirus outbreak in China.
My administration will take all
necessary steps to safeguard
our citizens from this threat,”
he said.

The death toll in coron-
avirus outbreak rose to 490 in
China on Tuesday. One death
was reported earlier this week
from the Philippines.

Worldwide, the virus, so
far, has spread to Thailand,
Singapore, Japan, South Korea,
Australia, Malaysia, Taiwan,
Vietnam, Macau, India,
Philippines, Nepal, Sri Lanka,
Cambodia, United States,
Canada, Germany, France,
Britain, Italy, Russia, Finland,
Spain, UAE and Sweden.  

“As we pray for all who are
sick, we know that America is
constantly achieving new med-
ical breakthroughs,” Trump
said in his speech.  

The president underlined
that his administration has
launched ambitious new ini-
tiatives to substantially improve
care for Americans with kidney
disease, Alzheimer’s, and those
struggling with mental health
challenges. 

Trump said a good life for
American families also requires
the most affordable, innovative
and high-quality healthcare
system.

“Before I took office, health
insurance premiums had more
than doubled in just 5 years. I
moved quickly to provide
affordable alternatives. Our
new plans are up to 60 per cent
less expensive. 

“I have also made an iron-

clad pledge to American fam-
ilies: We will always protect
patients with pre-existing con-
ditions — that is a guarantee,”
he said.

The president said his
administration will always pro-
tect the Medicare and the
Social Security schemes. 

Asserting that his admin-
istration will never let socialism
“destroy” US healthcare, he
said, “As we work to improve
Americans’ healthcare, there
are those who want to take
away your healthcare, take
away your doctor, and abolish
private insurance entirely.”

“One hundred thirty-two
lawmakers in this room have
endorsed legislation to impose
a socialist takeover of our
healthcare system, wiping out
the private health insurance
plans of 180 million
Americans,” he added.
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The death toll in China’s
coronavirus outbreak rose

to 490 on Tuesday while the
total number of confirmed
cases mounted to 24324,
Chinese health officials
announced on Wednesday.  

By the end of Tuesday, a
total of 490 people had died
after being infected and
24,324 confirmed cases of
novel coronavirus infection
had been reported in 31
provincial-level  regions,
China’s  National  Health
Commission reported.

It said 65 deaths were
reported on Tuesday, all from
Hubei province and its capital
Wuhan.

Also 3,887 new confirmed
cases of novel coronavirus
infection were reported on
Tuesday, it said.

Also on Tuesday, 431
patients became seriously ill,
while 262 were discharged
from hospital after recovery.

The commission added
that 3,219 patients remained in
severe condition and 23,260
people were suspected of being

infected with the virus.
A total of 892 people had

been discharged from hospital
after recovery, it said.

Over 2.52 lakh who were in
close contacts with patients
had been traced with over 1.85
lakh others still under medical
observation, it added. 

By the end of Tuesday, 18
confirmed cases had been
reported in the Hong Kong
Special Administrative Region
(SAR), including one death, 10
in the Macao SAR and 11 in
Taiwan, it said. 

As the novel coronavirus,
regarded as the most virulent
in recent years, showed no
signs of abatement, China has
intensified its efforts to contain
its spread by opening more
hospitals in Hubei province to
exclusively treat its patients.

A 1000-bed makeshift hos-
pital was opened on Monday.

Another 1,300-bed hospi-
tal is set to be ready on
Wednesday. Both will be run by
hundreds of military medical
personnel.

Authorities in Wuhan on
Tuesday said they would build
eight more mobile cabin hos-

pitals to treat the patients,
China Daily reported.

All the Chinese cities
including Beijing have been
reporting daily increase in the
cases of the virus, which has no
cure yet. The virus has now
spread to over 20 countries.

The Philippines reported
the first overseas death from
the virus on Sunday while 176
cases have been reported from
abroad so far. India has report-
ed three cases of the coron-
avirus. All the three patients
from Kerala recently returned
from the affected Wuhan city.

India on Tuesday further
tightened visa rules by can-
celling the existing visas for
Chinese and foreigners who
had visited the country in the
last two weeks.

On February 2, India tem-
porarily suspended e-visa facil-
ity for Chinese travellers and
foreigners residing in China in
view of the outbreak.

Currently, 647 Indians and
seven Maldivians, who have
been evacuated from Wuhan
and Hubei are in 14-day quar-
antine at a medical camp in
Manesar, near Delhi.

Chinese Foreign Ministry
spokesperson Hua Chunying
told the media here that 16 for-
eigners in China have been
infected with the virus.

She, however, declined to
provide details of their nation-
alities in her Tuesday media
briefing, citing privacy con-
cerns.

According to reports, those
infected included four
Pakistanis and two Australians. 

Wuhan has thousands of
foreigners as it is an education
hub. Hundreds of Pakistani
have been pleading to their
government to evacuate them
citing successful evacuation by
the Indian government.

China has struggled to
contain the virus despite imple-
menting unprecedented mea-
sures, including virtually lock-
ing down more than 50 million
people in Hubei.

While the virus cases
increased by the hour, Chinese
health officials attributed the
spiralling rate of cases and the
death toll to shortages of hos-
pitals mainly in Hubei and its
provincial capital Wuhan.

Also Chinese officials have

converted the national audito-
rium and gymnasium in
Wuhan into a hospital to exclu-
sively treat growing number of
coronavirus cases.

Meanwhile, the World
Health Organisation (WHO)
said on Tuesday that the out-
break of the deadly virus does
not yet constitute a “pandem-
ic”.

In its report on Tuesday,
they WHO said dramatic mea-
sures taken by China to rein in
the virus has prevented signif-
icant spread abroad.

The UN health agency’s
chief also called for greater
global solidarity, accusing some
governments of wealthy coun-
tries of being “well behind” in
sharing data on virus cases.

“While 99 percent of cases
are in China, in the rest of the
world we only have 176 cases,”
the UN health agency’s chiefs
aid in a technical briefing to the
WHO’s Executive Board in
Geneva.

Earlier, the WHO cate-
gorised the coronavirus as
Public Health Emergency of
International Concern
(PHEIC).

����������
�������!������
���!������/��
���� �!�
�+& � �53;3,'

China’s struggle to contain
the deadly coronavirus is

deepening concerns about the
impact on the world’s number-
two economy, as factories stay
closed and millions of con-
sumers remain holed up at
home.

The epidemic, which has
killed hundreds and infected
more than 24,000, has led to
sweeping travel restrictions
across the country as well as the
closure of popular tourist
attractions, businesses, schools
and entertainment venues.

Central Hubei province —
at the epicentre of the outbreak
— has effectively been locked
down since late January with
other cities imposing restric-
tions this week in the eastern
industrial belt, including the
home of tech giant Alibaba.

Now, economists are warn-
ing of a bruising first quarter
for the already stuttering econ-
omy — and potentially a severe
hit to full-year growth — after

a ruined Lunar New Year hol-
iday, with some saying it could
prove more painful that SARS.

“The inopportune timing
of the outbreak around
Chinese New Year, a time of
increased transport and eco-
nomic connectivity... as well as
the lockdown of affected
regions all add to the equation,”
said Louis Kuijs of Oxford
Economics.

The crisis also comes as
Beijing battles to kickstart
growth after a drawn-out slow-
down caused by weak overseas
demand and the US trade war,
and there are building concerns
a hit to China could have a
domino effect globally.

Moody’s analysts said the
virus was “a serious mounting
threat to the fragile Chinese
and global economies”, adding
that there are “no good sce-
narios”.

Many factories closed for
the Lunar New Year break
have delayed reopening —
exceeding a three-day exten-
sion of the holiday that author-

ities imposed to prevent large
public gatherings.

Manufacturing accounts
for around a third of China’s
economy and the auto indus-
try is set to take a sharp blow,
given that Hubei’s quarantined
capital, Wuhan, is among
China’s largest production
bases.

A Ford spokesman told
AFP production would resume
around next week, but said the
epidemic has already “sup-
pressed or delayed consumer
purchases to a large degree”.

Dongfeng Motor
Corporation, which is based in
Wuhan and is one of China’s
biggest auto groups, said its
reopening “will depend on the
prevention and control of the
epidemic”.

Ratings agency S&P has
predicted the delay in opening
factories could hit car produc-
tion by up to two percent and
warned the real impact may be
larger as workers could poten-
tially shun Hubei when called
back to work.
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Pakistan on Wednesday
observed Kashmir

Solidarity Day, with the top
leaders extending their support
to the Kashmiri people to find
a just and peaceful resolution
to their issues. 

The day is observed every
year on February 5 by Pakistan.

President Arif Alvi in his
message said India by abrogat-
ing Article 370 has directly
contravened the relevant
United Nations Security
Council Resolutions. 

Article 370 of the
Constitution was abrogated to
revoke the special status of
Jammu and Kashmir in August
last year.

Prime Minister Imran
Khan in his message said India

has turned 8 million Kashmiris
into prisoners in their own land
through the deployment of
over 900,000 troops.  

“The unprecedented length
of these restrictions has fully
exposed the ‘fiction’ of India’s
democracy and its scant regard
for basic human norms,” he
said.  

He said Pakistan demands
immediate lifting of the restric-
tions and communications
blackout.  

India has categorically told
the international community
that its move to scrap Article
370 of the Constitution revok-
ing the special status of Jammu
and Kashmir was an internal
matter and has also advised
Pakistan to accept the reality. 

Foreign Minister Shah
Mahmood Qureshi in his mes-

sage  reaffirmed Pakistan’s
unstinted political, diplomatic
and moral support for the
Kashmiri people.

He urged the world to act
in support of the fundamental
freedoms and basic human
rights of the Kashmiris.

He asked New Delhi to
allow United Nations Military
Observer Group in India and
Pakistan (UNMOGIP), the
media and civil society unhin-
dered access to Kashmir if it
had nothing to hide. 

India maintains that the
UN Military Observer Group
in India and Pakistan
(UNMOGIP), established in
January 1949, has outlived its
utility and is irrelevant after the
Simla Agreement and the con-
sequent establishment of the
Line of Control (LoC).
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Investigators from the
International Criminal Court

have begun collecting evidence
for a case involving alleged crimes
against humanity by Myanmar
against Rohingya Muslims caus-
ing them to flee to neighbouring
Bangladesh, a court official said. 

Phakiso Mochochoko, direc-
tor of the Jurisdiction,
Complementary and
Cooperation Division of the ICC
Office of the Prosecutor, said a
team of investigators is visiting
Rohingya refugee camps to col-
lect evidence. He said justice will
be delivered whether Myanmar
cooperates or not.

Mochochoko told reporters
in Bangladesh’s capital, Dhaka,
that The Hague-based court will
pursue the case even though
Myanmar is not a party to the
Rome Statute, the treaty that
established it, and urged the
Buddhist-majority nation to
cooperate.

Myanmar has denied com-
mitting crimes against humani-
ty or genocide.

He said the court has a
mandate to proceed with the case
because Bangladesh is a party to
the statute and the Rohingya
crossed the border into that
country. He acknowledged that
the investigation would be a
long and difficult one without
Myanmar’s participation.

“This is a challenge, we all
agreed, it’s a challenge,” he said.
“We have the experiences in the
past, in some other situations
where countries have refused to
cooperate with us, they refused
entry into their territory, but we
have been able to investigate and
prosecute the people.” 

He said the investigators
will talk to Rohingya refugees as
well as witnesses in other coun-
tries.

Mochochoko said the inves-
tigators will work to identify who
planned, facilitated and com-
mitted the alleged crimes.

“Investigators from the
Office of the Prosecutor will
now carefully and thoroughly
seek to uncover the truth about
what happened to the Rohingya
people in Myanmar which
brought them here to
Bangladesh,” he said.

The responsible persons
could be the head of state or other
top people in Myanmar, he said.

Mochochoko said
Bangladesh’s effort to start the
repatriation of the Rohingya
refugees would not be ham-
pered by the ICC investigation
and it can proceed to do so under
an agreement it has with
Myanmar.

He thanked Bangladesh for
its support.

“As we undertake our inde-
pendent investigations, we look
forward to continued support
and collaboration” from
Bangladesh, he said.

He said the ICC is working
in cooperation with the UN’s top
court, the International Court of
Justice, which ordered Myanmar
last month to take all measures
in its power to prevent genocide
against the Rohingya.

The UN court said its order
for measures to protect the
Rohingya is binding “and creates
international legal obligations” on
Myanmar.

More than 700,000
Rohingya fled to Bangladesh
after Myanmar security forces
launched a crackdown on the
Muslim minority in August 2017.
Bangladesh currently houses
over 1 million Rohingya refugees.

Myanmar has long claimed
the Rohingya are “Bengali”
migrants from Bangladesh, even
though their families have lived
in the country for generations.
Nearly all have been denied cit-
izenship since 1982, effectively
rendering them stateless.

The International Criminal
Court is a court of last resort that
takes on cases when national
authorities are unable or unwill-
ing to prosecute alleged atrocities.
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Syrian regime forces
Wednesday pressed on with

their offensive in the northwest
that has displaced half a million
people, despite heightened ten-
sions with Turkey.

Intensive aerial bombard-
ment and ground fighting in
the jihadist-dominated Idlib
region since December have
killed almost 300 civilians and
triggered one of the largest
waves of displacement in the
nine-year war.

The United Nations and
aid groups have condemned
the escalation and called for an
end to hostilities in a region
that is home to three million
people, half of them already
displaced from other parts of
Syria.

Turkey’s President Recep
Tayyip Erdogan on Tuesday
warned that his country would

not allow Syrian forces to gain
more ground and accused
them of driving “innocent and
grieving people” towards the
Turkish border.

But Russian-backed Syrian
regime forces on Wednesday
pressed on with their offensive
in Idlib, where they have seized
more than 20 towns and vil-
lages from rebels and jihadists
over the past 24 hours, accord-
ing to the Britain-based Syrian
Observatory for Human Rights
and state news agency SANA.

With their latest advance,
Damascus loyalists have near-
ly encircled Saraqeb in south-
ern Idlib and were now with-
in one kilometre (less than a
mile) of the strategic highway
town which has been emptied
of its residents following weeks
of bombardment, the
Observatory said.

Holdout rebels and
jihadists can only exit from the

north, with regime forces
deployed on all other sides,
according to the war monitor
group. A military source quot-
ed by SANA late Tuesday said
the Syrian army was giving its
enemies in Saraqeb and near-
by areas a “last chance,” calling
on them to surrender their
arms.

The Syrian government
was poised this week to recap-
ture Saraqeb. But its push hit a
snag after regime forces
exchanged deadly fire with
Turkish troops on Monday, an
escalation UN chief Antonio
Guterres called “extremely wor-
rying”.

Regime shelling of Turkish
positions in Idlib killed at least
five Turkish soldiers and three
civilians, Ankara said.

The Observatory reported
that retaliatory fire from Turkey
killed at least 13 Syrian gov-
ernment troops.
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Israel struck Hamas militant
targets in Gaza early

Wednesday in response to rock-
et fire toward Israeli communi-
ties overnight, the military said,
the latest flare-up following the
release of the Trump adminis-
tration’s Mideast plan, which the
Palestinians have fiercely reject-
ed.

The military said it target-
ed a Hamas weapons manufac-
turing site; no casualties were
reported in Gaza. The exchange
comes amid an uptick in cross-
border rocket and “explosive bal-
loon” launches from the Hamas-
controlled territory, as well as
violent protests in the West
Bank.

The Gaza Strip has been rel-
atively calm in recent months as
part of an informal truce
between its Hamas rulers and
Israel, but tension has increased
since President Donald Trump
unrolled his favorable plan for

Israel last week.
Under the plan, Israel would

be allowed to annex all Jewish
settlements in the West Bank, as
well as the strategic Jordan
Valley. The Palestinians were
offered limited self-rule in Gaza,
parts of the West Bank and some
sparsely populated areas of Israel
in return for meeting a long list
of conditions. 

The Palestinians, as well as
much of the international com-
munity, view the settlements in
the West Bank and annexed east
Jerusalem — territories seized by
Israel in the 1967 war — as ille-
gal and a major obstacle to
peace.

Hamas had recently curbed
rocket fire from Gaza and rolled
back weekly protests along the
frontier that had often turned
violent. In return, Israel eased
the blockade it imposed with
Egypt on Gaza after the Islamic
militant group seized power
from forces loyal to the
Palestinian Authority in 2007.

Hamas rejected the Trump
plan and vowed that “all options
are open” in responding to the
proposal, but the group is not
believed to be seeking another
war with Israel.

In the West Bank,
Palestinians have held scattered
protests in recent days con-
demning the Trump initiative,
burning U.S. and Israeli flags and
posters of Trump and Israeli
Prime Minister Benjamin
Netanyahu. Firebombs have
been hurled at Israeli troops,
with one exploding on a solid-
er, who was only lightly wound-
ed. 

The Israeli military has thus
far instructed its troops to “con-
tain” the protests and not
respond forcefully, for fear that
any Palestinian casualties would
set off further violence.

Following the latest rocket
fire, the military said it viewed
the incident with “great severi-
ty and is prepared for various
scenarios.”
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Ateam of scientists is prepar-
ing to dive deep into the

depths of the Indian Ocean —
into a “Midnight Zone” where
light barely reaches but life still
thrives. Scientists from the
British-led Nekton Mission
plan to survey wildlife and
gauge the effects of climate
change in the unexplored area. 

Working with the
Seychelles and Maldives gov-
ernments, the five-week expe-
dition is targeting seamounts
— vast underwater mountains
that rise thousands of meters
from the sea floor.

To explore such inhos-
pitable depths, Nekton scien-
tists will board one of the
world’s most advanced sub-
mersibles, called “Limiting
Factor.”  “What we do know is

that beneath 1,000 meters
(3,280 feet), there’s no light
down there, but a lot of animals
… are bioluminescent. It’s life
that glows,” says Nekton mis-
sion director Oliver Steeds.

“The area that we’re going
to be researching, it’s one of the
most bio-diverse parts of the
world’s oceans. So what we’re
going to find there is
unknown,” Steeds recently told
The Associated Press in
Barcelona, Spain, before sea tri-
als for the submersible and its
mother ship. The AP will be
covering the expedition exclu-
sively from start to finish.

Last August, the “Limiting
Factor” completed the Five
Deeps Expedition, diving to the
deepest point in each of the
world’s five oceans. 

The deepest was almost
11,000 meters (36,000 feet)

down — deeper than Mount
Everest is tall.

To withstand such crush-
ing pressures, the sub’s two-per-
son crew compartment is
wrapped in a nine-centimeter
(3.5-inch) titanium cocoon. It
also carries up to 96 hours’
worth of emergency oxygen.

“There are only five vehi-
cles in the world that can get
below 6,000 meters ( 19,685
feet), and only one that can get
to the bottom half,” said expe-
dition leader Rob McCallum. 

“So everything we do is
new. Everything we see is vir-
tually a new discovery.”

Using sampling, sensor and
mapping technology, scientists
expect to identify new species
and towering seamounts, as
well as observe man-made
impacts, such as climate change
and plastic pollution.
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Two-dimensional art instal-
lations using mulmul panel
fill a spiral staircase. Several

pictures of a woman in red kurta
and blue pants in different poses
are juxtaposed here. These look
like a series of photos where the
subject is caught mid-motion
delving deep into spirituality.
Amid a white backdrop, the
works denote transition through
time and captures several move-
ments of the human body. 

This is the first thing that
grabs our attention as we witness
artist Remen Chopra’s exhibi-
tion at Jorbagh. She takes us
around and narrates some stories
of how she constructed these
thought-provoking pieces that
resonate with the passage of time
as well as human emotions.

“While shifting, I was going
through migration and displace-
ment. It was then that I realised
that in order to calm myself, I
need to find answers. So after
going through all this, I ques-
tioned myself, ‘What makes me
feel at home and safe?’ So I start-
ed writing and researching. I
also tried to explore my maternal
space. This is how the whole exhi-
bition came together organically,”
says Remen. 

Through Memory’s Cut: Its
Deep Embrace, she has trans-
formed 24 Jor Bagh into a series
of personal spaces, which reflect
her reminiscence of home. The
works depict her personal jour-
ney of migration as she questions
the notions of home, lineage,
space and time.

She uses various media like
photography, drawing, sculpture,
textiles and sound, which show-
case her personal and familial his-
tories of migration. The works
include poetry and personal
objects that were passed on matri-
lineally from one generation to
the other.

The artist also recalls the
stories of her family from Tehran,
Rawalpindi and Shimla, which
were narrated to her by her
grandmother. She uses wood and
embroidery on a cloth to write a
poem, Under the lime tree, from
her grandmother’s archive.

Inspired by Egyptian archi-
tecture, Imaginary landscapes:
Shimla, Rawalpindi, is a work
with recycled wood. The artist
creates imaginary topographic
maps to explore the feeling of dis-
location. The maps, painted rust
on three different black walls with
triangular ends at some places,
depict both the places,
Rawalpindi and Shimla, which
co-exist in one space and time.
Along with the maps, there is also
a collection of wooden pieces kept
in a linear form. When one tries
to comprehend them, the artist
tells us that it is Urdu poetry.

Moving further, we also come
across pieces which makes one
wonder how she has constructed
such complex monochromatic
montages and layers of pho-
tographs with glass and mulmul.
They vividly capture a fleeting

moment of time. While the fig-
ures evoke a sense of mystery in
us, the artist grows nostalgic.

One can clearly see a strong
presence of the feminine forms in
her works which reflect her idea
of regeneration, nurturing and
balancing. To what shore would

you cross is a work with recycled
wood. A maroon heirloom carpet
that has been passed on from one
generation to another has two
rust lines at the ends which look
like sculptures.  It also represents
the vagina and questions birth
and regeneration. The artist ques-

tions, “how do we relate to our
mothers and grandmothers
through objects?”

All her works are in black
and white with just a hint of rust
in places. While one wonders if
she has intentionally done it to
revive old memories, the artist

says, “I always work with mono-
chromes. When I was studying in
New York and exploring the idea
and notion of time, I saw a lot of
black and white films and got
inspired by cinematic references.
That was when I let go of the
colours.” 

Time has been a constant
attraction for the artist. She says
that the continuous circular
movement of the past, present
and future is hard to ignore. This
is quite evident in her works as
they seem to bridge the gap
between history and now.

Hollywood’s awards season
may not show it, but the

most popular films are increas-
ingly diverse, a new study finds.
According to a new research by
the University of Southern
California’s Annenberg Inclusion
Initiative, more of 2019’s top
films featured minority or female
lead characters than ever record-
ed before.

Analysing the top 100 films at
the North American box office,
USC researchers found that 31
films had leads or co-leads from
an underrepresented racial group,
an increase of four films from

2018 and nearly triple the num-
ber of 10 years ago. The data
showed similar gains for female
leads. Of the same films, 43 fea-
tured female leads or co-leads, an
increase of four films from 2018
and more than double the num-
ber of female leads (20) in 2007.

Combined with studies
released last month that showed
a notable uptick in the numbers
of female directors, the research
paints a picture of an industry
that, after years of lagging behind
in representation in front of and
behind the camera, is showing
real signs of progress. While still

falling short of an accurate reflec-
tion of the American population
(51 per cent of which is female
and about 40 per cent are people

of colour), researchers called it “a
banner year for inclusion.” “It is
clear that Hollywood is taking
steps to create more inclusive sto-

ries and that those films are con-
necting with audience,” Stacy L
Smith, founder of the Inclusion
Initiative, said in statement. 

But those gains haven’t been
reflected in Hollywood’s awards
season, which culminates Sunday
with the Academy Awards. For
the 87th time, no female film-
makers were nominated for best
director. And while the much-
nominated Korean drama
Parasite has made history, only
one person of colour (Cynthia
Erivo, for Harriet) was nominat-
ed in an acting category. At the
British Academy of Film and
Television Awards on Sunday,
only white actors were nominat-
ed.

“There is also a very obvious
disconnect between what sells
tickets and what garners awards
points to a systemic bias at cul-
tural institutions like the BAFTAs

or the Academy Awards,” Smith
said. “After another year in which
the major studios increased their
output of films with female and
underrepresented leads or co
leads, it is critical to recognise that
talent is not limited by gender or
race/ethnicity.”

The USC study also assessed
the major distributors. Because
box office is a key metric in their
research, that doesn’t include
releases from streaming services
including Netflix and Amazon,
neither of which disclosed ticket
sales for most of their 2019
releases.

Universal, the only studio
led by a woman (studio chief
Donna Langley), led all studios
with nine films featuring a female
lead and eight films featuring
leads from an underrepresented
ethnicity.

E!'

Italian fashion officials fore-
casted a nearly 2 per cent drop

in first-half revenues due to the
virus emerging from China,
which also is preventing three
Chinese fashion houses from
traveling to Milan Fashion Week
later this month.

Chinese consumers are the
biggest luxury spenders in the
world, including in Italy, where
they represent 35 per cent of big-
ticket spenders, more than
Russians, Arabs and Americans
combined, according to a 2019
study by Global Blue, a tourism
shopping tax refund company.

Their absence during the
Chinese New Year travel period
is being sorely felt in Milan’s
MonteNapoleone District of lux-
ury boutiques, where 48 brands
have created capsule collections
dedicated to the Year of the Rat
in anticipation of the usual influx
of Chinese tourists.

A drop in big-spending
Chinese tourists along with the
negative impact on luxury sales in
China, where Italian brands have
a strong retail presence, are
expected to decrease first-half
revenues in the Italian luxury

industry by 1.8 per cent. That will
in turn put a drag on projections
of 3 per cent revenue growth in
2020 over the 90 billion euros
($99 billion) posted last year,

according to Italian National
Fashion Chamber president Carlo
Capasa.

“Everyone hoped that we
would grow this year, but instead

we have this terrible setback. We
hope that they find a solution and
there is a relaunch,’’ Capasa said. 

Due to the virus, the Chinese
fashion houses Angela Chen,

Ricostru and Hui had to cancel
their runway turns during Milan
Fashion Week, which runs from
February 18 to 24, while an esti-
mated 1,000 Chinese journal-

ists, buyers and other fashion
industry insiders also will be
absent.

The fashion chamber will
express its solidarity with it part-
ners in China with a digital
event, showcasing eight Chinese
designers over video with runway
shows, backstage peeks and inter-
views. The initiative, titled China,
we are with you, will open with a
runway show of a Chinese
designer whose production is
mostly in Europe and the United
States, so is unaffected by the
virus, Capasa said. The identity of
the fashion house was being kept
secret. “We want to confront this
emergency with a positive mes-
sage, trying to keep ties very open
with our Chinese partners,’’
Capasa said.

The Chinese brand Annakiki
was able to maintain its place on
the schedule because 95 per cent
of the apparel collection was
already in Milan and its acces-
sories are all made in Italy.
Designer Anna Yang was still in
Shenzhen, putting the finishing
touches on the last pieces before
traveling to Milan.
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Ross Taylor got the hundred but India
captain Virat Kohli said it was Tom

Latham’s 48-ball 69 that took away the
momentum from his side in the high-scor-
ing first ODI.

“It was an outstanding performance
by New Zealand. We thought 348 was
good enough. Ross is the experienced
batsman they have but Tom’s innings was
the one that took away the momentum.
Credit to Taylor and Tom,” Kohli said at
the post-match presentation ceremony.

India were below-par on the field with
Kuldeep Yadav dropping a skier and
bowlers doing a less than commendable
job.

“Look, we didn’t grab onto one
chance, but we were decent. Something we
need to keep (on) improving. We can’t
focus too much (on negative things).
Today, the opposition played better than
us and they deserved to win,” Kohli said.

The Indian captain also seemed sat-
isfied with the performance by debutants
Mayank Agarwal and Prithvi Shaw, who
gave the team a 50-plus start even though
they failed to get big scores.

“I think the debutants gave us a good
start and hopefully they continue.
(Shreyas) Iyer was outstanding getting his
first ODI hundred under pressure, KL
(Rahul) again. These are positives for us.”

��������	
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Meanwhile Black Caps Stand-in skip-

per Tom Latham says building partner-
ship and holding their nerves in the cru-
cial moments helped New Zealand cross
the finish line.

“Great performance from the guys. It
was nice to keep our composure at the end
and get across the line,” stand-in skipper
said.

“For us it was about building partner-
ships. The total was a little more than what
we would have liked to chase. But we man-
aged to get off to a good start and keep
wickets in hand.

“We saw how hard it was to defend
with the left-right combination. It’s nice
to make winning contributions. The way
Ross played was fantastic.”

India posted a huge 347 and Latham
said his team will look to find their “per-
fect” game in the second ODI.

“We weren’t quite where we wanted
to be with the ball. So we got to improve
and hopefully we will play the perfect
game at Eden Park.”

Taylor, who was adjudged the Man of
the Match for anchoring the chase, said
the right-left combination and short
boundaries helped New Zealand chased
overhaul the total.

“It has been an interesting summer,
so as to speak, good to get across the line.
To restrict them under 350, gave us a
chance. We were fortunate with the right-
left combination and we targeted the short
boundary. Tom came in and released the
pressure of me,” he said.
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After coming close on three
occasions to beat India in
the ongoing tour, New

Zealand were finally able to cross
the line and taste victory as they
defeated the Men in Blue by four
wickets in the first ODI at the
Seddon Park on Wednesday. 

Seasoned campaigner Ross
Taylor anchored New Zealand’s
chase of 348 by scoring a brilliant
hundred. He was well supported
by Henry Nicholls and stand-in
captain Tom Latham as the hosts
took a 1-0 lead in the three-match
series.

The Black Caps started off the
chase on a cautious note as both
Martin Guptill and Nicholls played
with intent. Such was the determi-
nation from Guptill (32) that he
scored just two boundaries in 41
balls before getting out to Shardul
Thakur on the team score of 85.

Debutant Tom Blundell, who
came in first down, didn’t have a
great outing and was stumped by
KL Rahul at his individual score of
9. At that point of time, the match
appeared to be heading in India’s
favour.

However, it was then that
Taylor brought in all his experi-
ence and alongwith Nicholls
shared a 62-run stand. After
Nicholls’ dismissal who was sent
back to the pavilion courtesy some
brilliant fielding efforts from Virat
Kohli, Latham joined forces with
Taylor and steered the team
towards victory.

The match did seem to once
again turn towards India as New
Zealand lost two wickets in quick
succession and brought the crowd
to the edge of the seats. 

However Mitchell Santner
smashed two boundaries in
Thakur’s 48th over and erased
hopes of any upset. 

Taylor — who scored his 21st
ODI century — collected the win-
ning runs as he remained unbeat-
en on 109 alongside Santner who
scored 12 not out and guided New
Zealand to what is their most
famous win in recent times.

Earlier, India rode on a bril-
liant century from Shreyas Iyer

and fifties from Rahul and Kohli
as they posted a formidable 348-
run target. After being put into bat,
debutants Prithvi Shaw and
Mayank Agarwal provided India
with a steady start. They initially
faced some tough time, but man-
aged to get through that and
stitched a 50-run stand.

However, both failed to capi-
talise on their starts as they got out
in successive overs. While Shaw
(20) was the first to go as he got a
peach of a delivery from Colin de
Grandhomme, Agarwal tried to be

over aggressive and in the process
gifted his wicket to Tim Southee
after contributing with 32.

Skipper Kohli then stitched a
102-run stand with Iyer and stead-
ied India’s ship. The Indian cap-
tain looked all set to score yet
another century but was undone
by a brilliant googly from Ish
Sodhi and was bowled after scor-
ing 51.

Rahul, who has been in the
form of his life on the ongoing
tour, continued from where he left
in the T20Is, and made sure runs

come thick and fast for the visi-
tors. He shared a 136-run partner-
ship with Iyer before the latter got
out after playing a brilliant knock
of 103.

However, the dismissal didn’t
deter the confidence of Rahul who
continued with his prolific form
and switched gears to take India
past the 300-run mark. He was
well supported by Kedar Jadhav,
who played a nice cameo and took
the New Zealand bowlers to the
cleaners.

The duo added 55 runs off 27
balls as India finished at 347/4 in
their allotted quota of 50 overs.
While Rahul remained unbeaten
on 88 (64 balls), Jadhav scored 26
runs in 15 balls.

The two teams will now face
off in the second ODI at the Eden
Park on Saturday.

��#�	��� Shreyas Iyer now owns the No 4
slot in white ball cricket but the success has
come owing to his flexible batting positions
between Nos 3 to 5 for the India A team,
where he learnt the art of tackling various
match situations.

With six half-centuries and a hundred
with an average of 48 plus in 16 ODIs, Iyer
has had a good time in the Indian middle-
order.

“In India A, it’s not that I have to bat num-
ber four all the time. You keep changing your
position depending on what is the situation.
I got to manoeuvre my place from 3 to 5, I
kept changing (batting order). It’s just that we
get good practice there and you face differ-
ent opposition as well so you get used to the
atmosphere,” Iyer attributed his new-found
success to his stint with A team.

For someone, who had to wait for his
opportunity to cement his place in the senior
team, the interim duration spent on A tours
was important learning curve.

“India A games are always been helpful
for me personally because whenever I used
to go there, I used to make sure that as many
matches I got, I have to make the best use of
it and the players and the atmosphere is also
amazing. You literally have no pressure,” Iyer
said about the team which is mentored by
NCA director Rahul Dravid.

“And coming from the top arena (senior)
to one level below (A team) doesn’t make you
feel that you are completely away from the
team but you always see similar faces around
you. I really enjoy that atmosphere like I said,”
he said.

Iyer scored an eye-catching 103 off 107
balls but Indian bowlers failed to defend a tar-
get of 348 with Ross Taylor scoring a match-
winning hundred.

“I am very happy but would have been
happier if we could have finished the game
on a winning note. First of many (centuries)
I hope, so I would take this in my stride and
try to make sure that next time, I finish on
the winning side,” Iyer said at the post-match
press conference. PTI
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New Zealand batsman
Ross Taylor on

Wednesday said their ODI
side can deal with pressure
situations a lot better than the
Twenty20 side and that pre-
cisely is the reason they could
knock down a big target in
the series-opener against
India.

“It’s always nice to win
after a clean sweep in the T20.
Obviously new personnel
came in and the loss was not
a hang up for them. I am sure
it must have played on their
minds little bit, you are
human, and towards the end
we lost a couple of wickets,”

Taylor said at the post match
press conference.

“But at the same time, the
last game was our world cup
final and a lot of the guys have
played in pressure situations.
They are a lot more experi-
enced than the T20 side. So
that showed, but it is only one
game and lots to go in this
series. It is nice to get that
monkey off the back,” he
said.

Taylor said the dimen-
sions of the ground helped
out, but the New Zealand
batsmen all contributed to the
successful chase.

“That’s the tough thing
about playing on some of
these grounds in New
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Former Pakistani speedster Shoaib
Akhtar has heaped praise on the

Indian colts following their emphatic
win over Pakistan in the semifinal of the
ongoing U-19 World Cup.

The Rawalpindi Express said that the
Priyam Garg-led side was absolutely
brilliant in their performance and that
the future of Indian cricket is in safe
hands.

“Congratulations to the Pakistan
U19 team for reaching the semis. It was
a good effort but not good enough to

take you to the finals. It was a pathetic
fielding performance by Pakistan.
Despite being U19, can’t you put in dives
while fielding? They did not deserve to
be in the finals but on the other end con-
gratulations to India for winning the
semis,” Akhtar said in a video posted on
his Youtube channel.

“They won it and won it compre-
hensively. Indian team deserves praise
and they must be told that there are
some players in your team who will
surely represent India in the future. I am
very happy to see that India’s future is
in the right hands,” he added.

The former Pakistan speedster
reserved rich praise for Jaiswal, who has
battled all odds to make his way into the
Indian set-up and is now one of the ris-
ing stars in the country.

“India’s boy Jaiswal, he left his vil-
lage to come to Mumbai and used to
sleep in milk dairies. He has scored two
centuries in U19 cricket. Jaiswal used to
sell pani-puri in the morning. He sold
pani puris to his teammates to have food
on his plate.

“Imagine this kind of a guy, who will
be street smart and will fight for his
place. Rajasthan Royals bought Jaiswal
and remember my words that Jaiswal is
going to go places. He has the power,
passion and interest for the game. He
will represent the senior team, this is a
guarantee. Saxena also played well.

“Pakistan players need to learn
from Jaiswal’s history. He is running
behind excellence and money is running
behind him now,” the former Pakistan
pacer added.
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Quinton de Kock made an ideal start to
his full-time captaincy of South Africa’s

one-day team on Tuesday when he hit a
century as his side beat England by seven
wickets in the first ODI at Newlands.

De Kock made 107 and Temba Bavuma
hit 98 as South Africa chased down an
England total of 258 for eight with 14 balls
to spare.

De Kock and Bavuma shared a second
wicket partnership of 173 off 170 balls,
dominating an England team which includ-
ed only five of the side that won the World
Cup last year.

De Kock made his 107 off 113 balls with
11 fours and a six, while Bavuma faced 103
deliveries, hitting five fours and two sixes.

“It was a good night. It feels good to get

back to winning ways,” said De Kock.
“We had one or two chats about how

we want to take this ODI team forward.
Today was a good start — but it’s only one
game.”

South Africa’s team also had an exper-
imental feel, featuring only six of the
squad who had a dismal World Cup.

“We were way off the mark,” admitted
England captain Eoin Morgan. “South
Africa completely outplayed us in every
department.”

Joe Denly was largely responsible for
England reaching what appeared to be a rea-
sonable total on a slow pitch. Denly made
his highest one-day international score of
87 and helped rescue England from a pre-
carious 131 for six. He and Chris Woakes,
who made 40 in his 100th ODI, put on 91
for the seventh wicket.
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India’s run-machine Virat Kohli
on Wednesday added yet anoth-

er feather to his cap by surpassing
Sourav Ganguly in the list of
India skippers with most ODI
runs.

Kohli, who scored 51 off 63
deliveries in the first ODI has now
amassed 5,123 runs as skipper and
surpassed current BCCI chief
Ganguly’s tally of 5,082 runs in 148
ODIs. He has taken only 87 match-
es to score these runs at an aver-
age of 76.46. Kohli has scored 21
hundreds and 23 fifties as India
captain in ODIs.

Former skipper MS Dhoni
sits at the top of the list of highest
run-getters as India captain. He
had scored 6,641 runs as captain
while Mohammed Azharuddin
had collected 5,239 runs in the 50-
over format.

Overall, Ricky Ponting holds
the record for scoring the maxi-
mum number of runs in ODIs as
captain. Ponting scored 8497 runs
for Australia in the 230 ODI
matches he appeared in as captain.
He is followed by Dhoni, Stephen
Fleming (6295 runs in 218 ODIs),
Arjuna Ranatunga (5608 in 193).

3��������������������/�����
��#�	����Indian cricket team on
Wednesday was fined for main-
taining slow over for the third
successive time after Virat Kohli’s
side was found four overs short of
the target.

Chris Broad of the Emirates
ICC Elite Panel of Match Referees
fined Indian cricketers 80 per cent
of their match fee after the visi-
tors were ruled to be four overs

short of the target after time
allowances were taken into con-
sideration.

In accordance with Article
2.22 of the ICC Code of Conduct
for Players and Player Support
Personnel, which relates to min-
imum over-rate offences, players
are fined 20% of their match fees
for every over their side fails to
bowl in the allotted time. PTI
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Zealand, not knowing
what a par total is at any
time. Whether at the
MCG, or here or any-
where else, you always
give yourself a chance. At
the same time if you lose
two early wickets it was
going to be a tough chase.

“I think there were
some great contributions
through out the whole
order. Even the bowling
lineup did well as India
looked like they could get
360-370 at one stage. So
we just managed to keep
it under 350 and it was a
psychological mark I
guess. The team has to
bat well to get that and we

did that today,” he said.
“What made that

chase easier for us was the
left-right combination.
We knew there was one
short boundary and we
could use that to our
advantage,” he added.

Taylor said he was
determined to finish the
game after the tie here
during the T20I.

“It’s not about going
there and smacking every
single ball but playing
good shots. Trying to
have those big overs every
now and then, soaking up
when they did bowl well.
They put us under a lot of
pressure and obviously

when you have worldclass
line up like Bumrah and
Kuldeep, you respect that
and take into considera-
tion when attacking dif-
ferent bowlers. Some days
it comes off, like today,
and some days it doesn’t,”
he said.

“Today Shami
bowled exactly the same
ball and I inside edged
down to fine leg or the
keeper. Small margins, it
could have been two dif-
ferent results but that is
cricket. I guess that’s why
we love the game. Just lit-
tle things — it went our
way today and didn’t in
the T20s," he signed off.
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��&�� ����� South Africa batsman
Temba Bavuma, who played a match-
winning knock against England has
accepted that constantly being viewed
through the prism of his skin colour
has affected him.

“It has been hard,” Bavuma, who
was speaking for the first time since his
recall to the national team last month,
was quoted as saying by ESPNcricinfo.

“It’s not so much the dropping
part, all players get dropped, everyone
goes through slumps of not scoring
well. The awkwardness and uncom-
fortability from my side is when you
are thrown into talks of transforma-
tion.

“Yes, I am black, that’s my skin. But
I play cricket because I love it. I’d like
to think the reason I am in the team
is because of performances I have put
forward in my franchise side, and also
for the national team, whenever I have
been able to. The discomfort was
there, having to navigate myself
around all those types of talks. Players
get dropped, I am not the last guy to
get dropped. 

That’s something we’ve come to
accept,” he added.

According to South Africa rules,
the national team has to always field
six players of their colour, including
two black Africans. Bavuma has found
himself caught in a race storm on
social media with some arguing that
he was only part of South Africa’s plans
because of the existence of the trans-
formation target. IANS
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Liverpool’s youngest ever
team proved coach Jurgen

Klopp was right to rest his stars
as they reached the FA Cup fifth
round with a 1-0 win against
third-tier Shrewsbury on
Tuesday.

Klopp and his entire first
team were all absent for the
fourth round replay at Anfield
as part of the club’s winter
break.

The Liverpool manager
was criticised for disrespecting
the FA Cup, but his youngsters
proved up to the task and their
mature display was rewarded
when Ro-Shaun Williams head-
ed the decisive own goal in the
closing stages.

Liverpool will face Chelsea
in the last 16 at Stamford Bridge
in March as they remain on
course for a potential treble of
the Premier League,
Champions League and FA
Cup.

Klopp had turned over the

responsibility of leading
Liverpool to the club’s under-23
coach Neil Critchley.

With an average age of 19
years and 102 days, it was
Liverpool’s youngest ever start-
ing line-up in all competitions.

There were seven
teenagers, including 16-
year-old Harvey Elliott,
while Pedro Chirivella was
the oldest player in the
team at 22.

Liverpool-born teenag-
er Curtis Jones became the
club’s youngest captain at 19
years and five days.

“The manager sent a mes-
sage prior to the game with some
words of advice and support,
which was fantastic,” Critchley
said of his contact with Klopp.

“He is delighted with the

performance. There was a mes-
sage at half-time and at full-time.

“He said Chelsea away
could be an opportunity for
one or two of them and they
put in a performance tonight.”

Newcastle reached the fifth
round for the first time since
2006 after a dramatic 3-2 win
at third tier Oxford.

Also, Wayne Rooney
booked an emotional clash
with his former club
Manchester United as second

tier Derby cruised to a 4-
2 win over Northampton
at Pride Park.

The former England
star, who recently joined
Derby after a spell with
DC United, spent 13

years with the Old Trafford
club and won a host of major
trophies before returning to
Everton in 2017.

“He’s going to face the
club where he had a wonder-
ful career so of course it is spe-
cial,” Derby boss Phillip Cocu
said.
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Adetermined Indian women’s
hockey Team beat hosts

New Zealand 3-0 to end their
New Zealand tour on a high.
Playing their last match in the
five-match Tour, India stuck to
a disciplined structure,
remained assertive in their
attack and ensured a good fin-
ish without letting the pressure
daunt their efforts to win.   

It was Indian striker
Navneet Kaur who starred for
the team when she set up India’s
first goal in the 45th minute to
put the team ahead 1-0. Soon
after, youngster Sharmila dou-
bled the lead when she struck a
powerful shot past New Zealand
goalkeeper in the 54th minute.  

Navneet rallied back in the
58th minute with a beautiful
goal that ensured India won 3-
0. While the Indian forwards
had stitched together a success-
ful attack that saw them make

space in the striking circle,
India’s defence remained defiant
to ensure New Zealand had lit-
tle chance to score. 

“The team ensured a good
ending to the tour and I am
happy we produced three goals
against New Zealand in the last

match. This tour gave us a
good insight about where we
need to improve and one of the
things is to create faster play

than we do now,” expressed
Chief Coach Sjoerd Marijne
reflecting on the team’s perfor-
mance in the five-match Tour. 

Expressing his observations
about the team’s performance
during the tour, Marijne said,
“Sometimes we tend to keep the
ball too long on the stick and
then we create pressure to our
own self. We need to avoid that
by passing faster. On the defence
side, we need to be a bit more
calmer and need to improve
how we tackle. We will have a
four week camp after a short
break now when we return
home. We will be working on
these points during the forth-
coming camp apart from a few
other aspects,” stated Marijne. 
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Middle-order batsmen Manpreet
Juneja and Dhruv Raval in a
counter-attacking fifth wicket

stand added 181 runs as Gujarat are well
on course for a first innings lead on the
second day of their Ranji Trophy group
A game against Delhi.

The hosts starting the day at 270 for
6 could add only 23 runs to their
overnight score finishing on a below-par
first innings total of 293. Rush Kalaria
(5/78) had the best figures for the visi-
tors.

Gujarat were in trouble at 88 for 4 but
Juneja, who had played in IPL for erst-
while Delhi Daredevils and also scored
hundred for India A in a
four-day Test few years
back, struck an unbeaten
88 off 135 balls to steady
the ship.

Left-handed Raval (83 batting off 139
balls) was lucky to get a reprieve after
being adjudged leg-before off Kulwant
Khejroliya after bowler was found to have
over-stepped.

While Delhi were looking good till an
hour after lunch, things changed when
Dhruv Shorey introduced rookie leg-
spinner Tejas Baroka into the attack.

Baroka leaked runs giving away 52 in
his wicketless 11 overs but more impor-
tantly eased the pressure on the two
Gujarat batsmen, who scored nearly five
runs per over off him.

The lanky wrist spinner never found
his spot and mostly bowled half-volleys
which made it difficult for the bowlers
who operated from the other end.

������	��� 
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������� Sheldon Jackson hit a
stroke-filled 85 to put Saurashtra
on the verge of securing a vital first
innings lead against Mumbai on
the second day of their Elite Group
B match.

Saurashtra bundled out Mumbai for
262 and then rode on Jackson’s gritty 85

to end the second day at 257/6, as they
trail by just five runs.

Saurshtra skipper Arpit Vasavada
(46) and Chirag Jani (45 not out) also
made valuable contributions to take the
game away from the 41-time Ranji
champion.

Earlier, Mumbai added 13 runs to
their overnight tally to be dismissed for
262. It took Saurashtra only 17 minutes
to wrap up Mumbai’s innings with

Kushang Patel dismissing Shams
Mulani (60) and Tushar
Deshpande (6).

Meanwhile in other Group
B matches, Railways took the
f irst  innings lead against

Himachal Pradesh with seasoned
pro Arindam Ghosh hitting unbeat-

en century (111).
At Baroda, experienced Tamil Nadu

opener Abhinav Mukund hit a double
hundred (206) as the visitors took a mas-
sive 316-run first innings lead.

Tamil Nadu racked up 490 for 7
declared after bowling out the home team
for 174, built on Mukund’s splendid
knock and his big opening partnership
with L Suryapprakash (75).

At Shimoga, Madhya Pradesh are
trailing Karnataka by 366 runs after the
latter posted a mammoth 426 in their first
essay.

	����� �
�
������� Skipper Harshal Patel starred
with four wickets in each innings as
Haryana posted a seven-wicket win over
Assam on the second day of Group C
encounter.

Trailing by 101 runs, Assam made
197 in 56.5 overs in their second innings,
leaving the hosts with 97 runs for victo-
ry.

Patel (4/49) snapped four wickets to
add to his first innings haul of four for
32.

Haryana then reached the target in
20 overs with Ankit Kumar scoring 30
and Shivam Chauhan (26 not out) and
Chaitanya Bishnoi (21 not out) produc-
ing unbeaten knocks.

The win took Haryana’s tally to 30
points and they are now placed fourth in
the group.

In another match, Services crushed
Uttarakhand by 10 wickets to pick up
seven points.
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Paris Saint-Germain further
strengthened their dominance

of Ligue 1 on Tuesday with a 2-1 win
at Nantes that moved the champions
15 points clear of the domestic
rivals.

Goals in either half from Mauro
Icardi and Thilo Kehrer were just
about enough for Thomas Tuchel’s
side to stretch their lead over second-
placed Marseille ahead of their trip
to Saint-Etienne.

PSG extended their unbeaten
run in all competitions to 20 match-
es despite a Presnel Kimpembe
howler allowing Moses Simon to
race through and pull one back in
the 68th minute, setting up a nervy
finish.

The capital club were dominant
for long periods despite the absence

of Neymar with a rib complaint,
and it was Kylian Mbappe who
created the opener.

World Cup winner
Mbappe burst down the left
flank before pulling back per-
fectly for Angel Di Maria,

whose shot brushed fellow
Argentine Icardi before nestling in
the back of the net.

The three points looked to be
sealed 11 minutes after the break
when Kehrer headed home Di
Maria’s corner.

However, Kimpembe let Nantes
back into the game 11 minutes later
when his fluffed attempt at a flicked
pass to centre-back partner Kehrer
gave Simon his chance.
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An astonishing eighth goal
in four appearances

for teenage striking sen-
sation Erling Braut
Haaland couldn’t help
Borussia Dortmund into
the German Cup quar-
ter-finals after they were
knocked out 3-2 at
Werder Bremen on Tuesday.

Haaland continued his
incredible run of form since
signing for the Bundesliga title
chasers when he tapped home
in the 67th minute to pull one
back for the away side after
Davie Selk and Leonardo
Bittencourt had put Werder
two ahead in the first half-an-
hour.

The strike means the 19-
year-old has scored in each of
his appearances for Dortmund
despite only making one start
and playing barely two match-
es’ worth of football in the few
weeks since his arrival in
Germany.

On this occasion he
entered the field as a half-time
substitute, but three minutes
after his goal Milot Rashica put
the hosts 3-1 up and put his
side through to the next round,
despite Giovanni Reyna pulling
one back with 12 minutes
remaining.

Werder will be joined in
the next round by Fortuna
Duesseldorf and Eintracht

Frankfurt after their wins over
Kaiserslautern and RB Leipzig,
and Schalke, who squeezed
past Hertha Berlin 3-2 thanks
to Benito Raman’s extra-time
winner.
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Lifelong Manchester United
fan Odion Ighalo said he

had no hesitation in taking a pay
cut to complete his dream dead-
line-day switch to Old Trafford,
enduring a
sleepless night
as the deal was
h a m m e r e d
out.

U n i t e d
were already
short in attack
following the
s u m m e r
departures of
Alexis Sanchez
and Romelu
Lukaku and a
back injury
sustained by
M a r c u s
R a s h f o r d ,
making a rein-
forcement during the January
transfer window of crucial
importance to the Old Trafford
club.

United manager Ole Gunnar
Solskjaer looked at a variety of
options and eventually complet-
ed a late loan deal for ex-Watford
striker Ighalo, who has joined
until the end of the season from
Shanghai Shenhua.

"I'm very happy," the Nigeria
forward told United's website.
"First, I want say thank God for
making this happen and it's just
like a dream come true for me.

"People that know me, even
back in Nigeria, and even when
I was playing at Watford, my
team-mates knew that I loved
Man United, I support them.
When I played against Man U,
that emotion is there, because it
is my dream.

"It is a nice reality, so I'm very
happy and I'm looking forward
to start."

Ighalo, 30, followed Sporting
Lisbon midfielder Bruno
Fernandes into Old Trafford,
with the forward calling his last-
minute move "very dramatic",
having been informed by his
agent the day before of United's
interest.

"From 11:00 pm (2300
GMT) there was paperwork,
negotiating and all that, for the
loan deal and all that, so we are
talking and other teams are call-
ing them, wanting me," he said.

"But I told my agent that this
is what I want. I want to come
here.

"He said 'you're going to get
a pay cut to go to United'. I said
I don't care. Make this deal hap-
pen. I want to go to United. I
don't care how much is the pay
cut, I know that, make it hap-
pen."

Ighalo, who will be the first
Nigerian to play for Manchester
United, said there had been
huge excitement among his fam-
ily and friends.

"It was crazy because, all over
the news for the last few days, is
about my deal to Man United,"
he said. "Even the street I grew
up on, they are doing parties, cel-
ebrating Ighalo signing for
United."

Solskjaer's side are current-
ly seventh in the Premier League
table, with United a huge 38
points behind runaway leaders
and arch-rivals Liverpool.
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Indian pair of Ramkumar
Ramanathan and Purav

Raja made their way into the
doubles quarter-final of the
third edition of Tata Open
Maharashtra with hard-
fought yet convincing 7-6 (8-
6), 6-3 victory against com-
patriot Sumit Nagal and his
Partner Egor Gerasimov of
Belarus at Mhalunge
Balewadi Stadium in Pune
on Wednesday.

The Indian rising star
Nagal, who was included
into doubles main draw fol-
lowing withdrawal of
German pair Peter
Gojowczyk- Cedrik-Marcel
Stebe, could not capitalise on
the opportunity. After win-
ning the first in the tie-
breaker Ramanathan-Raja
came strongly into the next
set which saw them domi-
nating and wrapping it up 6-
3 easily as well as the match
in straight sets. The duo will
now face stiff challenge of
India’s Leander Paes today. 

Earlier in the singles
round-of-32, Sasikumar

Mukund dished out a gritty
performance before going
down against the Japanese
Taro Daniel. The 23-year-old
Indian youngster, who was
handed a wild-card entry
during his third appearance
at the tournament, made
strong comeback into the
second set before losing the
first 6-2. However, despite
putting a solid performance
in the second set that saw
Daniel struggling, Mukund
went onto lose 6-2, 7-6 (9-7)
it in the thrilling tie-break-

er. 
Meanwhile, in the dou-

bles round-of-16 match,
Robin Haase of Netherlands
and Sweden’s Robert
Lindstedt played to their
had to work hard in their
opening round match
against Dutch pair of Sander
Arends and David Pel which
went into tie-breaker.
However, top-seeded pair of
Haase-Lindstedt somehow
managed to comeback in the
decider and completed 6-7
(5-7), 6-3, 10-8 win.
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PV Sindhu ended her cam-
paign at Star Sports Premier

Badminton League 2020 on a
high with a strong 15-7, 15-8
win against Rituparna Das as
the former champions
Hyderabad Hunters clashed
with the Pune 7 Aces at the
GMC Balayogi Sats Indoor
Stadium in Hyderabad on
Wednesday. 

While Pune has confirmed
its berth in the semi-finals, the
journey ends for the Hunters as
they failed to make it to the
knock-out stages.

Having upset World No 14
Beiwen Zhang in her previous
match, World No 100
Rituparna Das came into this
match with a lot of confidence.

But the world champion Sindhu
posed a very different challenge.
The Rio Olympic Silver medal-
list was in no mood to relent as
she built a big lead of 8-3, bank-
ing on her aggression and
speed. Das struggled to counter
the pace at which Sindhu was
hitting and conceded the first
game 7-15.

The lower-ranked shuttler
gave a better account of herself
in the second game as she kept
Sindhu moving to every part of
the court. Her strokeplay helped
her remain on par with her
highly accomplished opponent
till 6-6.

Sindhu did just enough to
lift her game from thereon and
completed a strong 15-7, 15-8
win to end her PBL5 campaign
on a high.
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Dortmund were dealt a blow
on Wednesday after
announcing that captain
Marco Reus has picked up a
muscle injury that should
keep him out of the first leg
of their Champions League
last 16 tie against Paris Saint-
Germain.

In a statement
Dortmund said the 30-year-
old should be out “for around
four weeks” after picking up
the injury, ruling him out of
the home leg of the PSG clash
on February 18. PTI
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