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Former Mumbai Police
Commissioner Rakesh

Maria has dropped a bombshell
by claiming in his 624-page
memoir “Let Me Say It Now”
released recently that how there
was a bid to dub 26/11 as
“Hindu terror”, a phrase coined
by the then Home Minister.  

But it didn’t happen so as
Pakistani terrorist Mohammed
Ajmal Kasab was caught alive.

Had Kasab not been caught
alive, his body would have
been found with an I-card
bearing a fictitious Hindu
name, writes Maria about the
investigation helmed by him in
the 26/11 Mumbai terror attack.

“If all had gone well, he
(Kasab) would have been dead
with a red string tied around
his wrist like a Hindu. We
would have found an identity
card on his person with a fic-
titious name: Samir Dinesh
Chaudhari, student of
Arunodaya Degree and PG
College, Vedre Complex,
Dilkhushnagar, Hyderabad,
500060, resident of 254,
Teachers Colony, Nagarabhavi,
Bengaluru,” Maria writes.

“Ramesh Mahale, Prashant
Marde and Dinesh Kadam

would have been on their way
to Hyderabad to find more
about him. There would have
been screaming headlines in
newspapers claiming how
Hindu terrorists had attacked
Mumbai. Over-the-top TV
journalists would have made a
beeline for Bengaluru to inter-
view his family and neigh-
bours,” he wrote.

Mahale, Marde and Kadam
were senior police officers
involved in the 26/11 attack
investigation. “But alas, it had

not worked that way and here
he was, Ajmal Amir Kasab of
Faridkot in Pakistan, and I was
asking him, Ki karan aya hai?
(What are you here for?),” the
former IPS officer wrote.

Maria’s book also men-
tions that Pakistan’s ISI and the
Lashkar-e-Tayyeba (LeT) were
bent upon killing Kasab by
“hook or by crook” after he
was caught alive by ASI
Tukaram Ombale.

“As the Joint CP incharge
of the Crime Branch, Kasab

was now my most esteemed
guest. Keeping this enemy
alive was my number one pri-
ority. Anger and hostility
towards Kasab were percepti-
ble. The way the men and offi-
cers were reacting to him, I
had to personally choose his
guards for the entire period he
would be with us,” Maria
writes in the book.

“The ISI and the Lashkar
were bent upon eliminating
him by hook or by crook to
obliterate the only living evi-

dence of their heinous deed...
Specific Intelligence inputs had
been received from Central
Intelligence agencies that
Pakistan was intent on killing
Kasab and the Dawood gang
had been entrusted with the
task,” Maria wrote.

“He seriously believed that
Muslims were not allowed to
offer namaaz in India and
mosques were locked up by the
authorities. He felt that the
azaan he heard five times a day
in the Crime Branch lock-up
was just a figment of his imag-
ination. When we came to
know of this, I instructed
Mahale to take him to the
mosque near the Metro
Cinema in a vehicle. When he
saw the namaaz in progress
with his own eyes, he was
bewildered. This was not how
it was supposed to be!” Maria
writes in the book. 

In one of the most horrif-
ic terrorist attacks in the coun-
try’s history, 166 people were
killed and over 300 injured as
10 heavily-armed terrorists
from Pakistan created mayhem
in Mumbai on November 26,
2008.  Kasab, the lone terror-
ist captured alive, was hanged
to death on November 21,
2012. 
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Aday after British MP
Debbie Abrahams was

deported from the Indira
Gandhi International Airport
here, Government sources said
on Tuesday her e-Business visa
was revoked as she was
involved in anti-India activities.
They also said revoking or
grant of visa is the sovereign
right of a country and the
cancellation of visa was con-
veyed to her on February 14.

Congress leader Abhishek
Manu Singhvi welcomed the
step even though his party
colleague Tharoor on Monday
had criticised the Government
on her deportation. Singhvi
said the British MP was a
“Pakistan proxy.”

Justifying the decision to
cancel the visa and deporting
the MP, sources said Abrahams
was issued an e-Business visa

on October 7 last year for
attending business meetings.
The visa was valid till October
5, 2020. “Her e-Business visa
was revoked on February 14,
2020 on account of her
indulging in activities which
went against India’s national
interest. The rejection of the e-
Business visa was intimated to
her on February 14,” they said.
Sources also asserted the grant,
rejection or revocation of a visa
or electronic travel authorisa-
tion is the sovereign right of a
country. Abrahams was not in
the possession of a valid visa at
the time of her arrival at the IGI

Airport here on Monday and
she was asked to return, the
sources said.

There is no provision of
“visa on arrival” for the UK
nationals at the airport, sources
said, dismissing Abrahams’
contention she should have
been granted a “visa on arrival”.

They said as per the rules
previously issued e-Business
visa meant for business meet-
ings cannot be used for visiting
“family and friends”, as stated
by the British MP. “This is not
permitted as per the rules and
a separate visa request has to be 

Continued on Page 7
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Despite flood in 15 States
and loss of crops due to

locust attack in Rajasthan,
Punjab and Gujarat, record
output in rice and wheat is like-
ly, pushing up the foodgrains
production in the country to an
all-time high of around 291.95
million tonnes (MT) in the cur-
rent year. 

According
to the sec-

ond advance estimates of food-
grains production released by
the Agriculture Ministry on
Tuesday, the output projected
for 2019-20 is 6.7 MT higher
than the 2018-19 final esti-
mates of 285.21 MT. The rice
output during the same period
is expected to be 117.47 MT
(against 116.48 MT in 2018),
while wheat is slated to hit a
best-ever 106.21 MT (103.60
MT). 

Wheat is the main rabi
(winter) crop, har-
vesting of which will
begin from next
month. However,
the production dur-

ing 2019-20 is
higher by

2 6 . 2 0
mi l l ion

tonnes than the previous five
years’ (2013-14 to 2017-18)
average production of food-
grain. 

As per estimates, the
cumulative rainfall in the coun-
try during the monsoon season
(June to September, 2019) has
been 10 per cent higher than
Long Period Average (LPA).
“Accordingly, the production of
most of the crops for the agri-
cultural year 2019-20 has been
estimated higher than their
normal production. These esti-
mates are subject to revision on
account of more precise infor-
mation flowing over the time,”
officials of the Agriculture
Ministry said.

Total production of rice
during 2019-20 is estimated at 

Continued on Page 7

��������	�
�������	����
���������
�������	
����������	�����������������	�������������	�	����������������������

��������������	��	��
�������� �������������	�
��
������	���
�������	����
�
��	��� �����
	��!"	�����#$�

��������	
�������������������������
������� %������������&��	��������������$
��������'������"	���������	��	��

���������������� ������������ !����"������(����&�����
)

���������	�
�����
�

*+%, ���
#$%$��&�%�'(�'	��$%��$#�$%�

��	'����#���)��$���%	�#	'�*)+,+

��-.�/������� !����"������ 

��.��#�.� �����*0,������ 1+
2����'3�����/��	4.�������""�������

�3���-��!�5�����
�	������#6�$
 �$����������	'
�%

%��#��%����% #����7�%�
�	%���� 8�	%�����&�9�8
���

������������ !"#
��������	
��
���������������������������	
��


$�	��%&'&�(���(�
�)�*����
� +'�,-,-.������� "��/

�
+"-.-+.�/

�$
)��
7%		��5���

012.32���4
��6	���#�%		%�
��������'#�	�#	

������	�

����������
����������
�������� �

�����������
�	�!"���������
	����# $��
����� ��#6�$


After the budget for 2020-21
was presented in the UP

Assembly on Tuesday, Chief
Minister Yogi Adityanath said
it focuses on employment of
youths and centres will be
opened in each district for
self-employment programmes. 

The government had ear-
lier launched apprenticeship
scheme for educated youths,
enabling them for self-employ-
ment. The Chief Minister said
that the 2020-21 budget will
play a major role in achieving
the goal of making the state a
one trillion US dollar economy
to meet the target of India
aspiring for a US 5-trillion
economy. 

Addressing the post-bud-
get presser, Yogi said that a
number of schemes were
already in place for youths
and the government launched
scheme for every educated
unemployed. 

A provision was also made
in the budget to boost employ-
ment in every district to
enhance overall development of
the state. Yogi said that his gov-
ernment’s first budget had
focused on the farm sector, the
second on promoting infra-
structure & industrial devel-
opment, the third for women
empowerment, and the focus of
the fourth budget is on devel-
opment of youths by enabling

them for self-employment with
an aim to unleash the potential
of Uttar Pradesh.

The Chief Minister said
that arrangements have also
been made in the budget to
strengthen education in the
state. There are provisions to set
up Atal University in Lucknow
for medical education and for
modernisation of UP Police.

Yogi said that by next year,
the governemnt will be able to
carry forward the work of set-
ting up a medical college in all
75 districts of the state, which
will be built either by the state
or in PPP mode.

The CM said that only 12
medical colleges were estab-
lished between 1947 and 2016
in Uttar Pradesh but in the last
three years, the proces of open-
ing 28 new medical colleges
was underway. 

Yogi said that every
investor of the world wanted to
invest in UP and the state
received proposals for invest-
ment of ��50,000 crore in the
recently concluded Defence
Expo-2020. 

The CM further said that
Purvanchal Expressway will
be opened for public by the end
of 2020 and the foundation of
Bundelkhand Expressway will
be laid this month. 

Funds have been allocated
for Ganga Expressway linking
Meerut with Prayagraj and 

Continued on Page 7
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The Yogi Adityanath gov-
ernment tabled its fourth
Budget for 2020-21 in the

excess of  ��5.12 lakh crore with
focus on education, infra-
structure and self-employment
programme for educated job-
less youth on Tuesday. 

The total allocation for
education sector — primary,
secondary, higher, technical
and medical education, was
over � 78,000 crore.

The 2020-21 budget is
almost 7 per cent higher than
the 2019-20 budget which
stood at � 4.79 lakh crore.  

Finance Minister Suresh
Khanna’s budget speech was
laced with frequent quotes
from Urdu and Hindu poetry
and loaded barbs aimed at the
previous Samajwadi Party
regime and eulogising the Yogi
government.

In his fourth consecutive
budget, the state government
sought to pursue fiscal disci-
pline and tamed fiscal deficit at
2.97 per cent, akin to the cur-
rent financial year, at � 53,195
crore — which is within the
mandated 3 per cent of Gross
State Domestic Product
(GSDP) under Fiscal
Responsibility and Budget
Management (FRBM) Act.

At the same time, public
debt was also projected at a
manageable 28.8 per cent of
GSDP. The government pro-
posed new schemes worth

nearly � 11,000 crore.
Although the 2019-20 bud-

get, tabled on February 7, 2019,
was of � 4.79 lakh crore, the
total size of the budget bur-
geoned to � 4.96 lakh crore due
to tabling of two supplemen-
tary budgets worth � 13,595
crore and � 4,210 crore tabled
on July 23 and December 17,
2019, respectively.

As per the 2020-21 budget
presented on Tuesday, the state
had estimated receipts of over
� 5 lakh crore including � 4.22
lakh crore and � 78,000 crore
in revenue and capital receipts
respectively. Under budgetary
expenses, more than � 3.95
lakh crore and � 1.18 lakh crore
have been estimated under
revenue and capital expendi-
tures, respectively. 

The government projected
net State Goods and Services
Tax (SGST) and Value Added
Tax (VAT) kitty of � 91,568
crore, apart from � 37,500
crore in Excise revenue.

Meanwhile, the state allo-
cated more than � 5,400 crore
for airport, metro and express-
way projects, including Ganga
Expressway (� 2,000 crore),
Jewar International Airport (�
2,000 crore), Ayodhya Airport
(� 500 crore) and Metro rail
projects of Kanpur, Agra and
Gorakhpur (� 844 crore). A
sum of � 92.50 crore was also
provided for other airports
under regional connectively
scheme. 

The state government also

allocated � 300 crore and � 210
crore for socio-economic devel-
opment in backward regions of
Purvanchal (Eastern UP) and
Bundelkhand, respectively.

Besides, more than � 7,400
crore was provided for differ-
ent rural road and highway
projects under Public Works

Department (PWD, apart from
road projects funded by World
Bank and Asian Development
Bank (ADB).

The Yogi government set
aside � 250 crore for promotion
of state micro, small and medi-
um enterprises (MSME) under
flagship ‘One District, One

Product’ (ODOP) project. 
Besides, � 250 crore was

allocated  by the government
for marriage of girls from poor
families.

For skill development of
the youth, the state government
proposed to set up ‘Yuva Hub’
at all 75 districts and provided
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� 1,200 crore in the budget. The
state allocated nearly � 9,000
crore for different water pro-
jects, including canals, potable
water, water conservation, irri-
gation etc.  

Besides, � 900 crore was
earmarked for Regional Rapid
Transit system from Delhi to
Meerut.

The government provided
� 200 crore each for Ballia Link
Expressway and Gorakhpur
Link Expressway while a
‘Prerna Sthal’ would be set up
in Lucknow at a cost of � 50
crore.

The government also sanc-
tioned � 300 crore for
Purvanchal Development Fund
and � 210 crore for
Bundelkhand Development
Fund.

In the social sector, the
government provided � 1,200
crore for Mukhyamantri Kanya
Sumangla Yojana, � 1,432 crore
for Destitute Women Pension
Scheme and � 4,000 crore for
National Nutrition drive.

The government
announced to launch two new
schemes — Chief Minister
Apprenticeship Promotion
Scheme and Yuva Udyamita
Vikas Abhiyan (YUVA), to
link the youth with self-
employment and earmarked �
100 crore for CM
Apprenticeship Promotion to
provide stipend and � 50 crore
for setting up YUVA hub in
districts.

In the education sector,
the government has plans to set
up Ayush University in
Gorakhpur, Law University in
Prayagraj and Police Forensic
University in Lucknow. 

Continued on Page 7
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Asubgroup of the global
terror financing watch-

dog  Financial Action Task
Force (FATF) on Tuesday
recommended continuation
of Pakistan in the “Grey List”
for its failure to check terror
funding and a final decision
will be taken on February 21,
sources said on Tuesday.

The decision was taken at
the meeting of the FATF’s
International Co-operation
Review Group (ICRG),  
held at the ongoing Paris
plenary.

The FATF meeting is
being held a week after an
anti-terror ism court  in
Pakistan sentenced Hafiz
Saeed, the mastermind of the
2008 Mumbai attack and
founder of LeT, to 11 years in

two terror financing cases
inside Pakistan.

The Pakistani court’s
judgment came ostensibly to
please the FATF and Western
countries so that the country
can exit the “Grey List”.

India has been maintain-
ing that Pakistan extends reg-
ular support to terror groups
like Lashkar-e-Tayyeba (LeT),
Jaish-e-Mohammad (JeM)
and Hizbul Mujahideen,
whose prime target is India,
and has urged FATF to take
action against Islamabad.

Saeed, a UN designated
terrorist on whom the US has
placed a USD 10 million
bounty, was arrested on July
17, 2019 in the terror financ-
ing cases. The 70-year-old
fiery cleric is lodged at the
high-security Kot Lakhpat
jail in Pakistan.

Pakistan has also recent-
ly informed FATF that JeM
founder Masood Azhar and
his family are “missing”.

It has claimed that there
were only 16 UN designated
terrorists in Pakistan, of
which “seven are dead”. 

Out of the nine who are
alive, seven had applied to the
UN for exemption from
financial and travel restric-
tions.

Pakistan needs 12 votes
out of 39 to exit the ‘Grey List’
and move to ‘White List’. To
avoid ‘Black List’, it needs
support of three countries.

In the last month’s FATF
meeting in Beijing, Pakistan
has got support of Malaysia
and Turkey besides FATF
current chair China.

The FATF plenary held in
October 2019 had noted that

Pakistan addressed only five
out of the 27 tasks given to it
in controlling funding to ter-
ror groups like the Lashkar-
e-Taiba, Jaish-e-Mohammad
and Hizbul Mujahideen,
responsible for a series of
attacks in India.

The FATF had said it
strongly urges Pakistan to
swiftly complete its full action
plan by February, 2020.

In the Beijing meeting,
Pakistan provided a list of its
action taken to comply with
FATF directions.

Pakistan was placed on
the ‘Grey List’ by the FATF in
June, 2018 and was given a
plan of action to complete it
by October, 2019 or face the
risk of being placed on the
‘Black List’ along with Iran
and North Korea.

The FATF is an inter-

governmental body estab-
lished in 1989 to combat
money laundering, terrorist
financing and other related
threats to the integrity of the
international financial sys-
tem.

The FATF currently has
39 members including two
regional organisations — the
European Commission and
Gulf Cooperation Council.
India is a member of the
FATF consultations and its
Asia Pacific Group.

If Pakistan continues with
the ‘Grey List’, it will be dif-
ficult for the country to get
f inancial  aid f rom the 
IMF, World Bank, ADB and
the European Union, thus
further enhancing problems
for the nation which is in a
precarious financial situa-
tion.
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WANTED

Application are invited for the
posts of Director-1, Professors-4,
Asso. Professors-6, Assistant
Propessor-6, Computer Operator-
1, Acountant-1, Lab Asstts.-4.For
teaching of Diploma in Pharmacy
and Bachelor in Pharmacy.
Academic qualification and expe-
rience, pay scale as per norms of
PCI &AICTE. The interested can-
didates may appear in WALK IN
INTERVIEW to be held on dated
21.02.2020. from 9.00 am to 6.00
pm in the office of Secretary
ShriKashi Chandra Dev Yadav
Pharmacy College Vill. & Post-
Bamhaur, Distt. Azamgarh (U.P.)
TA will be paid to selected condi-
dates as per norms. All original
Marksheets, experience certifi-
cate Photo, Aadhar Card, are
essential during interview for ver-
ification.

Chandrave Ram Yadav
(Chairman)

Mob. : 9415839455

POSTS FOR DIPLOMA IN PHARMACY & 
BACHELOR IN PHARMACY COURSE

OBITUARY

SUB RAGURAMAN R 
18 MAY 1976 - 27 JAN 2020

ALL RANKS OF ARMY MEDICAL
CORPS SOLEMNLY PRAY TO THE
ALMIGHTY TO BESTOW PEACE TO
THE DEPARTED SOUL AND GRANT
STRENGTH TO THE BEREAVED
FAMILY TO BEAR THE GREAT LOSS
OF SUB RAGURAMAN R WHO DIED
WHILE SERVING WITH CH (CC)
LUCKNOW.

FROM: LT GEN NAVDEEP SINGH LAMBA
AND ALL RANKS OF ARMY MEDICAL CORPS

OBITUARY

OBITUARY

HAV SANJAY KUMAR
08 JUL 1975 - 01 FEB 2020

ALL RANKS OF ARMY MEDICAL
CORPS SOLEMNLY PRAY TO THE
ALMIGHTY TO BESTOW PEACE TO
THE DEPARTED SOUL AND GRANT
STRENGTH TO THE BEREAVED
FAMILY TO BEAR THE GREAT LOSS
OF HAV SANJAY KUMAR WHO DIED
WHILE SERVING WITH 4016 FD HOSP.

FROM: LT GEN NAVDEEP SINGH LAMBA
AND ALL RANKS OF ARMY MEDICAL CORPS

OBITUARY

NOTICE

I Rashmi Agarwal W/o Shri
Raj Kumar Agarwal aged about
48 years R/o 195/57/04
Golaganj Jagat Naryan Road
Aminabad Park Lucknow do
hereby dealer that my father's
name is Shri Harish Agarwal
and my date of birth is
25/05/1971

NOTICE

Be it known to all that I, K.T.
Ramesh Kumar, age 57 S/o
Late K.S. Thamy have
Changed my name to
Shambhavidas Shishya/o Guru
Sri Swamy Keshavdas. R/o :
54B, Sri Abhay Sanyas
Ashram, Vill. Sansarpur. PO.
Mir Nagar, Sitapur. UP

It is to inform that, the proposal for mortgage of
the property i.e. Plot, Part of Khasra No.382, ad-
measuring area 111.524 Sq. Meter, situated at
Alinagar Sunahra, Pargana-Bijnaur, Tehsil &
District-Lucknow is pending before L.I.C. HOUS-
ING FINANCE LTD in respect of chain of original
sale deed executed on dated 21.06.2013, regis-
tered in the office of SubRegistrar-l, Lucknow, vide
Book No.1, Zild No.15860, pages-275/288 at Sr. No.
11446, which has been misplaced/lost. If the ibid
original sale deeds is mortgaged as an instrument
by any Person(s), Public/Private Banks/Financial
institution(s)/Co-Operative Societies, then the
information of same may inform immediately to
L.I.C. HOUSING FINANCE LTD., A-1, Metro Tower-
1, Shahnazaf Road, Opp. Saharaganj Mall, Ph. No.-
0522-2622527 or Mr. Anoop Kr. Singh, Advocate
Mobile No.9455032691, otherwise the ibid propos-
al shall be Finalize and shall be acceptable imme-
diately and after expiry of 15 Day of this publica-
tion, any claim or possession of any person/insti-
tution will be null and void.

NOTICE
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The government has
made provisions to provide

full medical facilities to people
living in rural areas. 

Under this, telemedicine
has been started in the state
under which patients from
remote villages can also get
medical consultation from the
control room through mobile
phones. 

Mukhyamantri Arogya
Mela is being organised every
Sunday at primary health cen-
tres across the state.

The government has made
a provision of Rs 30 crore for
the establishment of 100-bed
joint hospitals in newly-formed
districts. A total of Rs 65 crore
has been given for CHC build-
ings and equipment. 

The CHCs located in rural
areas will be upgraded to 100-
bed hospitals and for this,
there is a provision of Rs 50
crore made.

The government has also
made a provision of Rs 70 crore
for improvement-expansion
and renovation in district men
and women hospitals in the
budget 2020-2021. 

Besides, a provision of Rs
50 lakh has been made for the
expansion of OPDs and
wards in the premises of Dr
Shyama Prasad Mukherjee
Civil Hospital (Lucknow)
and Rs 12.50 crore for con-
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The debt burden on the state
government is mounting

and the total debt on it from
different sources is likely to be
over Rs 5.16 lakh crore by the
end of next fiscal 2020-21.
The budget size of 2020-21 at
Rs 5.12 lakh crore is a little less
than the debt burden. The
total debt of the state, howev-
er, came down from 29.6 per-
cent of State Gross Domestic
Product (SGDP) in 2017-18
and is estimated to be 28.8 per
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Buttressing Prime Minister
Narendra Modi’s slogan of

‘Per Drop More Crop’, the Yogi
government has focused on
improving irrigation facilities
and making water available
for the farm sector in its 2020-
21 budget, which was present-
ed in the UP Assembly on
Tuesday.

To further the objective,
the state government wants to
complete Saryu Canal, Madhya
Ganga Canal (Second Phase)
and Arjun Sahayak projects,
pending for decades, in the cur-
rent financial year and has
allotted sufficient funds for
these schemes in the budget.

Besides providing adequate
water for irrigation, the govern-
ment’s priority is to ensure
supply of drinking water to
every household, especially in
rural areas, and a fund of Rs
3000 crore has been set aside
for this. The government allot-
ted Rs 1,554 crore for Saryu
Canal project, Rs 1,736 crore
for Madhya Ganga Canal
(Second Phase) and Rs 252.65
crore for Arjun Sahayak pro-
ject. Likewise, Rs 393 crore, Rs
296 crore, and Rs 200 crore
have been proposed for Rajghat
Canal, Water Sector
Restructuring and Kanhar

Irrigation projects respective-
ly. 

Besides, a provision of Rs
966 crore has been made for
flood control and drainage
projects and Rs 300 crore for
construction of damaged struc-
tures of canals.

A provision of Rs 216 crore
was proposed to implement
free boring scheme, medium
deep tubewell scheme and deep
boring scheme under
Mukhyamantri Laghu Sinchai
Yojana. A provision of Rs 48
crore was also made for rain-
water harvesting through rede-
veloping ponds of area 1 to 5
hectares. 

Under ‘Har Khet Ko Pani’
scheme, a component of
Pradhan Mantri Krishi Sinchai
Yojana, the state government
made provision of Rs 50 crore
for boring in 69 development
blocks in 18 districts, which
receive not more than 750 mm
of yearly rainfall.
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Describing the budget pre-
sented by the Uttar

Pradesh government as “direc-
tionless” and a “betrayal” of all
sections of people, opposition
parties on Tuesday said it
offered nothing concrete and
failed to explain how the state
will become a trillion dollar
economy.

While the Congress alleged
that the budget has nothing for
farmers, youth and women, the
Bahujan Samaj Party (BSP)
said it was the same as last
year’s.

The Uttar Pradesh govern-
ment presented a Rs
5,12,860.72 crore budget for FY
2020-21, which also includes
Rs 500-crore allocation for
constructing an airport in
Ayodhya.

The budget, the size of
which is Rs 33,159 crore more
than last year’s, has provisions
for new schemes worth Rs
10,967.87 crore.

“The government is
betraying all sections (of peo-
ple), be it youth, farmers or
women. The BJP says that it
wants to make the state a tril-
lion dollar economy but it is
not telling from where the
investment will come,”
Samajwadi Party (SP) supremo
Akhilesh Yadav told reporters,
adding that in future, people
will “betray” the government
(in polls).

“MoUs were inked and
groundbreaking ceremonies
held. The government should
tell how much incentive it has
given to the industry and
which banks have signed the
agreements,” he said.

Yadav said unlike the pre-
vious SP-led state government,
the BJP government has
proved to be a “failure”.

“Do something which they
(people) can remember when
you are not in power. Previous
UP government was known for
expressway, metro, laptops, but
now the perception has
changed. With government-
sponsored deaths, including
custodial deaths and shooting
protestors, the BJP govern-

ment is a failure,” he said.
On Chief Minister Yogi

Adityanath describing the bud-
get as “historic”, Yadav said, “It
is nothing but historic ‘jumle-
baazi’ of the BJP.”

BSP chief Mayawati said
the budget is a result of the
BJP’s lack of willpower to
address issues of public welfare.

“The budget presented by
the state government is a farce.
With this budget, welfare of 22
crore people of the state can-
not be done. The budget is
same as the previous one,” she
said.

“The promises and claims

made in the budget appear hol-
low and are only on paper. Like
the Centre, why does the UP
BJP government make promis-
es and claims that people find
far from the ground realities
and cannot trust,” she said.

Terming the budget “direc-
tionless”, Congress state pres-
ident Ajay Kumar Lallu said it
is only “jugglery of figures” and
offers nothing concrete.

“There is very little provi-
sion for women’s security. The
budget has nothing for youths,
farmers, women and poor,” he
said. This is the fourth budget
of the Adityanath government. 

cent in 2020-21.
With a debt burden of

over Rs 5.16 lakh crore, every
resident of UP has a debt of Rs
22,442 on their head.

“The debt per person in
the state during the 2019-20
fiscal is estimated to be Rs
20,702 as the total debt burden
would be little over Rs 4.76
lakh crores,’’ Finance Minister
Suresh Kumar Khanna said
while tabling the budget for
2020-21 in the Assembly on
Tuesday. 

The total debt burden does
not include borrowings from
banks and financial institu-
tions by PSUs like UP Power
Corporation, UP Housing and
Development Board and
Urban Development authori-
ties. The state government is
the guarantor against the bor-
rowings by the PSUs.

Chief Minister Yogi
Adityanath, in his post-budget
press, said that the government
has strictly adhered to finan-
cial discipline and norms
under FRBM (Financial
Responsibility and Budget
Management Act ) and kept
fiscal deficit under 3 per cent
of SGDP.

In 2018-19, the debt per
person was around Rs 19,239
with a total loan of Rs 4.42 lakh
crore and was around Rs
18,476 in 2017-18, when the
total debt on the state was Rs
4,064 lakh crore.  

Thus, after BJP took over
in 2017 and with infrastructure
development being focused

within a year, each citizen’s
debt rose by Rs 1,676. 

With a population touch-
ing 230 million, the state’s
debt burden was hovering
around 28 per cent to 30 per
cent of the State Gross
Domestic Product (GSDP).

Of the total fresh borrow-
ings by the state government
during 2020-21, the highest
would be market borrowing at
Rs 32,346 crore, 18.1per cent
of the total loans. The UP gov-
ernment was also expecting
loan of Rs 11,815 crore from
the Centre, Rs 19,368 crore
from financial institutions and
Rs 42,277 crore from power
bonds.

As per budget statistics,

total receipts of the state are
estimated at Rs 5,0055 lakh
crore, of which 33 per cent
would come from state taxes,
30.4 per cent from state share
in Central taxes and 14.4 per
cent from Central assistance. It
will also collect 13.1 per cent
of revenue from public loans.

With a total expenditure of
Rs 5.12 lakh crore, the highest
37.1 per cent will be spent for
payment of wages, pension
and allowances to government
employees and aided educa-
tional institutions and pension.
The state will also spend a lit-
tle over 16 per cent for repay-
ment of loan, while 16.1 per
cent will be spent on capital
expenditure. The government

will also pay 3.3 per cent of its
expenditure on subsidy.   
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In a major boost to

regional connectivity in
National Capital Region
(NCR), the state government
allocated Rs 900 crore to the
country’s first Regional Rapid
Transit System (RRTS) in the
budget on Tuesday.

Earlier this year, the
Centre had allocated Rs 2,487
crore to RRTS in the Union
budget. Prime Minister
Narendra Modi had laid the
foundation of 82-km-long
Delhi-Ghaziabad-Meerut
RRTS corridor on March 8,
2019. With meticulous plan-

ning and expertise of NCRTC
team, construction was initi-
ated immediately.
Construction on the 17-km
priority section of Delhi-
Ghaziabad-Meerut RRTS cor-
ridor is underway in full
swing.

The construction of pillars
has been underway between
Sahibabad and Duhai. First
girder (segment) for viaduct of
the RRTS Corridor has been
cast at NCRTC’s casting yard
at Vasundhara, Ghaziabad.
Operation on the priority sec-
tion with four station -
Sahibabad, Ghaziabad,
Guldhar and Duhai, is pro-
posed from March 2023. 

Simultaneously work is in
progress at other sections as
well, and initial pile load test
is underway between Shatabdi
Nagar and Modinagar. 

Sources said tenders have
been floated for carrying out
initial pile load test in Delhi
section from Sarai Kale Khan
to Anand Vihar. Tenders for
design and construction of
tunnels of Delhi portion by
tunnel boring machine from
New Ashok Nagar Ramp, New
Delhi, to Sahibabad Ramp in
Ghaziabad have also been
floated. Engagement of
Detailed Design Consultant
(DDC) for Sarai Kale Khan
and New Ashok Nagar RRTS
stations, including the
Multimodal Integration
scheme and setting up a sta-
bling yard at Jungpura, New
Delhi, is also underway.
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There is nothing special for the uplift of
Micro, Small and Medium Enterprises

(MSMEs) in the UP budget 2020-21, IIA said
on Tuesday. A member from IIA said that
MSMEs in Uttar Pradesh contribute greatly to
economy and employment generation after agri-
culture.

“As per government data, 89 lakh MSMEs
exist in the state. In this context, the state ranks
first in the country in terms of number of
MSME entrepreneurs. The state has about 14
per cent share in the total MSMEs in the coun-
try. In the budget presented today, provisions
have been made for agriculture, infrastructure

facilities like roads, airport etc, medical facili-
ties, city development, education and social
activities. But for MSMEs, there is hardly any
budget except Rs 250 crore for ODOP scheme,”
he said. He added said that in almost all the
industrial estates located in Uttar Pradesh, there
is a lack of infrastructure facilities like roads,
water and drainage etc. “Customers coming
from outside the states, countries in these indus-
trial areas, get a poor image of the state. In some
places, industries are being closed due to
restrictions on groundwater extraction and due
to non-availability of piped water supply. IIA was
expecting that in this budget, provisions would
be made to improve these infrastructure facil-
ities in industrial areas,” he said.

struction of the Trauma Centre
building.

The government has made
a provision of Rs 291 crore for
the Pradhan Mantri Vandana
Yojana. 

A total of Rs 919 crore have
been allocated for King
George’s Medical University, Rs
820 crore for SGPGI, Rs 309
crore for Saifai Rural Institute
of Medical Sciences, Rs 477
crore for Dr Ram Manohar
Lohia Institute of Medical
Sciences, Rs 187 crore for
Cancer Institute (Lucknow),
Rs 40 crore for free medical ser-
vices for treatment of incurable
diseases, and Rs 96 crore for
Government Medical College
(Azamgarh). 

A provision of Rs 73.86
crore has been made to estab-
lish medical colleges by
upgrading district hospitals.
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Lucknow (PNS): Uttar Pradesh Congress Committee pres-
ident Ajay Kumar Lallu, along with other party leaders, on
Tuesday staged a protest in the state assembly premises ahead
of the annual budget. The Congress alleged that only 40 per
cent of the previous budget has been utilised so far and after
that two supplementary grants were obtained by the govern-
ment. “There is discontent among people of the country as they
are not getting jobs. They are dying of poverty, committing sui-
cide but the government is not bothered. The government is
not listening to us, so we have come in the assembly tying a
black cloth around our arm,” Congress state president Ajay
Kumar Lallu said.

Congress leaders raised a question saying, “What is the need
to bring a budget when the funds are not being spent?” The
government always used to present the budget in the Legislative
Assembly after 12 pm and before that the Question Hour used
to take place. The Opposition says that the government is going
to bring the budget during the Question Hour itself, moreover
Congress has claimed that this is a conspiracy against the oppo-
sition.
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Aman, identified as Vinod
Kumar Rawat of

Rajajipuram under Talkatora
police station, shot himself in
the compound of a mazaar
near KGMU in Chowk on
Tuesday. His daughter Muskan
said he shot himself with his
licenced revolver. She told the
police her father was under
depression as his younger
daughter was critically ill. He,
along with his wife, used to go
to the mazaar to pray for their
daughter. 

Muskan said her father
used to tell her mother that he
would kill himself if the health
of the daughter did not
improve. The couple went to
the mazaar on Monday night
and Vinod took the revolver
with him without telling his
wife. He told his wife that they
would stay at the mazaar
overnight to offer special
prayers.  He took his revolver
and shot himself when his wife
had gone to fetch eatables. He
was taken to the KGMU
Trauma Centre where he suc-
cumbed to injuries.

Meanwhile, a 17-year-old
boy, identified as Pankaj,
hanged himself from a tree in
Mangal ki Baghia, said to be
over half-a-kilometre from his
house. Police said the deceased
got ready in the morning to go
to college. But instead of going
to the college, he went to
Mangal ki Baghia where he
hanged himself from a tree.
Farmers passing through the
orchard spotted the body and
alerted the police.

The body was identified by
locals who passed on the infor-
mation to deceased’s father,
who had no idea as to why
Pankaj ended his life. Pankaj
was a student of local college
while his father is a technician
at a dental clinic.

Elsewhere, in Pragati Vihar
locality under Para police sta-
tion, 55-year- old Savitri Devi,
wife of Sukh Nandan, hanged
herself. She was all alone in the
house when she took the
extreme step. Her husband
was in Kanpur for some work.
Milk vendor saw her body
hanging the ceiling and he
informed her husband about
the incident. No suicide note
was recovered from the house.
Her husband reached there
and told the police that there
was nothing wrong with her
and he was surprised as to why
she took the extreme step.

Deceased’s father is a retired
junior commissioned officer.

Meanwhile, a youth, iden-
tified as Prateek Tiwari (22),
was found hanging from the
ceiling of a room at Express on
Ring Road under Gudamba
police station. The deceased
worked in a private firm and
had booked the room for offi-
cial work. He stayed in the
room overnight after the work
was over. Brother Anshuman
Tiwari reached the hotel in the
morning to pick up Prateek and
was surprised when there was
response from room even as he
repeatedly knocked the door.
Later, hotel manager and oth-
ers broke open the door in the
presence of police and found
Prateek hanging. No suicide
note was recovered from the
place. He was resident of
Awadhpuri, Sarvodaya Colony,
Indira Nagar. 

Lucknow (PNS): The UP Board
examinations began on a peace-
ful note on Monday. District
inspector of schools Mukesh
Singh said that for the first shift
in High School exams, 51,149
out of the 53,973 registered stu-
dents were present. Deputy
Chief Minister Dinesh Sharma
carried out an inspection at
Rajkiya Balika Inter College on
the first day.

Addressing mediapersons
after the inspection, Sharma
said there should be no exami-

nations stress because they are
the celebration of life and stu-
dents should remain stress-free
and happy while appearing for
the exams. Prior to this, minis-
ter Gulab Devi appealed to the
students to take exams with a
positive bent of mind.

Meanwhile, the Deputy CM
also visited the control room set
up at the Education Directorate
in Lucknow. He witnessed how
the centres were being moni-
tored and everything was clear-
ly visible on computer screens. 

�����	�������
�������
����������
Lucknow (PNS): In order to
promote higher education, the
government has made a provi-
sion in the budget for setting up
three new universities in
Saharanpur, Azamgarh and
Aligarh.  Establishment of
police forensic university and
law university in Prayagraj is
also proposed in the state.
Ayush university will be built
in Gorakhpur.

The Yogi government has
made a provision of Rs 270
crore for the establishment of
Atal residential schools in eight
divisions of the state. In the
coming academic session, a tar-
get has been set to distribute
free textbooks and notebooks
to about 1.90  crore students.

A provision of Rs 18,363
crore has been proposed for the
overall education campaign
for upgrading school education
at primary and upper primary
levels of the state. For the
development of basic facilities
in the field of higher education,
a provision of Rs 111 crore has
been made in the budget under
the Rashtriya Uchchatar
Shiksha Abhiyan.

In the budget 2020-21,
proper attention has been given
to the health sector.  The gov-
ernment has made provisions
to establish a diabetic retinopa-
thy treatment centre at King
George’s Medical University
(Lucknow), Medical College
(Prayagraj) and Medical
College (Meerut). Along with
this, the Centre for Advanced
Diabetes and Endocrine
Sciences will also be set up at
SGPGI.
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With an aim to provide
relief to economically

weaker section among general
category, the state government
has decided to extend 10 per
cent reservation in govern-
ment jobs for those entitled
with retrospective effect from
February 11, 2019. It was
announced after a cabinet
meeting in Lucknow on
Tuesday.

A government source said
that a bill will be brought dur-
ing the ongoing Budget session
and will be made an act after
being promulgated by the
Governor.

“The Government of India
has made an Act under which
poor among general category
were entitled to 10 per cent
reservation in state-run educa-
tional institutions. The state
government extended the same
in such institutions from
February 18, 2019. Now, the
government has decided to
provide reservation benefits to
the poor among general cate-
gory in jobs,” an official said.

“As per guidelines, any per-
son whose annual family
income (including agriculture
and wages) is less than Rs 8
lakh will be entitled for this
benefit. Those people or fam-
ilies who own 5 acre or more

farm land, 1000 ft or more res-
idential land or have a house
measuring 200 yards in munic-
ipal area will not be entitled for
this benefit,” the official said.

In another decision, the
government made an amend-
ment to UP Krishi Mandi
Parishad Act, wherein cess for
charitable organisations was
increased from 2 to 4 per cent.
This was done to ensure better
upkeep of stray cattle. The
organisations willing to take
care of stray cattle will be ben-
efitted,” the official said.

The state cabinet also
approved  a decision to
improve infrastructure in office
of Police Commissioner in

Gautam Budh Nagar (Noida)
and instructed Noida
Development Authority to pro-
vide Rs 76.96 lakh.

In another decision, the
government amended Rajya
Sampati Act allowing chairmen
for different state-run corpora-
tions and different organisa-
tions, advisors and vice-chair-
men of different organisations
for government accommoda-
tion. The government also
approved Rs 28460.53 lakh for
construction of a paediatric
(children’s) ward in BRD
Medical College, Gorakhpur,
and allotted Rs 17,537.42 lakh
as scholarship money for stu-
dents of Backward caste.
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Within 24 hours of seven
van occupants being

charred to death in a mishap on
Taj Expressway, six more were
killed and several others
injured when their SUV was hit
by a Bihar government bus on
Lucknow-Agra Expressway in
the wee hours of Tuesday.

As per reports, the SUV
heading to Agra from Lucknow
was knocked by a Bihar-bound
bus which jumped the divider
coming from the opposite
direction in Bilhaur police sta-
tion area in Bangarmau. The
police said that the bus driver
lost control of the vehicle. The
bus carrying 40 passengers
from Ghaziabad first hit the
SUV and then hurtled down
the service lane. 

While all five occupants of
the SUV died on the spot, the
bus driver also died and around
15 bus passengers were injured.

Those in the SUV were

identified as Sunni (35),
Mukesh (40), Ram Shanker
(45), Surjeet (33). The bus dri-
ver was yet to be identified. The
SUV was registered in the
name of Sunita Singh of Delhi. 

The police said that the
impact was such that even
after air bags of the SUV
opened, the  occupants could
not be saved. The injured were
rushed to hospital by highway
police. 

Meanwhile, in Basti, a lead-
ing cloth merchant of
Gorakhpur, his wife and anoth-
er person were killed while the
couple’s son was injured in a
mishap on Monday night. 

Prem Jalan of Basharatpur
in Gorakhpur was returning
with his wife Vidya and son
Rishabh from Lucknow in a car
on Monday night. While they
were crossing Baburhawa ham-
let in Basti, a motorcyclist
going ahead suddenly applied
brakes. As a result, Prem lost
control of the car which hit the

motorcyclist before ploughing
into a tractor-trolley. 

The injured were rushed to
a hospital where Prem Jalan, his
wife Vidya and the motorcy-
clist, identified as Ranjeet of
Basti, were declared dead. 

The couple were prepar-
ing for a grand birthday bash
of Rishabh on February 22
and Prem Jalan had also
uploaded a post on social
media wishing his son in
advance. Prem’s elder daugh-
ter Nandani is an undergrad-
uate student in New Delhi. 

In another accident, two
persons were killed while half-
a-dozen others injured in
Mainpuri early Tuesday
morning. Rajneesh aka Amit
(32) of Dhamiyapur in
Mainpuri used to work in
Gurugram. On Monday night,
he left in a car with his kin to
reach Mainpuri. 

The car was being driven
by Amit’s cousin Abhishek
(27). Around 3:30 am on

Tuesday, while they were pass-
ing through Sanjay College on
Delhi-Agra highway, the car
rammed into a tanker. Amit
and Abhishek's wife Priyanka
(25) died while Abhishek, his
son Yuvraj (2), daughter
Anshuka (5), kin Asha and
Asha’s son Anil were injured. 

Meanwhile, in Sultanpur,
a youth was burnt alive after
coming in contact with a
high-tension wire. Vinod (17)
of Korradadwa hamlet of
Ambedkarnagar left his house
to drop his friend at an exam-
ination centre early Tuesday
morning. While he was cross-
ing Baithu hamlet of
Jaisinghpur, Vinod’s motorcy-
cle came in contact with a
11000 volt high-tension wire
which had snapped and lying
on the road. Vinod got entan-
gled in the wire and was burnt
alive. Locals staged a demon-
stration demanding action
against the off icials  of
Electricity department.

�������������������������'���
���
����	��$�&�	����������


/	���������	����
���0��������	���

111���	
�	���"+2�3�������4���(�����	����	����	�	��	��

,���������,������ ��
)����
��	����������������������''�	����������
�'�
��)
��'����������������	���
����
��������-�)�����
�������������� ������
�

5	��	��	���	��������	���
����	��&�����������	��

����������
�����	���
�,��80��	��8&	$

,��������������
�.�/����� ��	���������(�'������
����������������
�(�
����!�)��0��
	����������12��'��������30���������������������� ������


!�����"����������������������������
���������������������������������������#
$�%��������������������%������������������
��&�������������������������#�$������
�����������������&������������������
����������������������������������



�����	���������� ��������� ����� �� � !"#�$%$%

 9 ��������	���
:��$������
�
Lucknow (PNS):  District
Magistrate Abhishek Prakash
held a meeting of Smart City
project at his camp office. In the
meeting, he said that a task force
has been constituted to make
the city smart. The DM said 110
wards of the city have been
divided into 55 zones and a
three-member committee con-
stituted which will have mem-
bers from Lucknow
Development Authority, dis-
trict  administration and 
Smart City.

The DM issued directions
for the formation of four teams,
of which three will carry out a
survey in the fields and one will
make a work strategy for the
three teams.

He said that in the urban
areas, the task force will look
into speed-breakers and survey
the points where the speed-
breakers will be constructed. He
said that a standard will be cre-
ated for putting hoardings on
houses. The DM said that it will
also be decided what hoardings
will be put on the government
departments and of what sizes. 
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The  need of the hour is
early detection of geno-

toxic potential of environ-
mental mutagens.
Environmental factors
majorly contribute to the
abnormalities in immunolog-
ical behavior of humans and
environmental mutagens  not
only affect humans but may
also have adverse effects on
flora and fauna. Therefore, it
is our responsibility to ensure
safe use and disposal of such
agents.

This was stated by KB
Sainis, renowned cancer
immunobiologist, former
director of Bhabha Atomic
Research Centre (BARC),
Mumbai, and current presi-
dent of Environmental
Mutagen Society of India, at
the inaugural session of ‘44th
Annual Conference of
Environmental Mutagen
Society of India’ (EMSI) at

Indian Institute of
Toxicological Research
Institute on Tuesday.

Dr Birajalaxmi Das,
BARC (Mumbai) and EMSI
secretary, said the challenge
in most cases is to determine
the etiology behind the
underlying mutagenic
change, rather than the diag-
nosis of the effect itself.

The keynote address of
the inaugural session was
delivered by Professor K
Muniyappa. His lecture on
tuberculosis enthralled the
scientific gathering and
urged them to further
explore its applications in
deciphering underlying mol-
ecular mechanisms.

IITR director Alok
Dhawan said it was indeed
befitting for the institute to
host the conference consid-
ering the yeomen contribu-
tions by scientists of the
institute to the area of envi-
ronmental safety.
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Actress Malhaar Rathod, who was in
the city for promotion of her show

‘Nishedh’, said that there are a large num-
ber of young adults unaware of the key
aspects of reproductive health. Actors of
the show addressed mediapersons in
Lucknow on Tuesday.

She said that her show will give a
message on these aspects as the main
characters follow their own personal jour-
neys. “In this age, terms like sex, con-
dom, abortion and TB continue to be
shrouded in hesitation and hush. The
youngsters still resort to Google to get any
information. For example, many feel that
eating papaya helps in abortion or is a
good form of contraceptive which is not
correct,” she said.

“This brings to light relevant health
issues that seek attention and acceptance.
It gives a voice to many youngsters out
there who are facing similar stereotypes.
I am glad to be a part of a show that goes
beyond just entertainment and drives
home a purpose. I think it’s time we treat
sex and conversations around it as nor-
mal. My character is challenging and
depicts many aspects of the modern
Indian woman. I hope the show connects
to the audience and succeeds in spread-
ing awareness,” she added.

Malhaar said she plays the part of a
young girl from Udaipur and for that, she
had to go through various workshops for
picking up the correct language. “I play
a girl from Udaipur who comes to
Mumbai to become a fashion designer,”
she stated. To spread the message further,
popular youth icon and VJ Varun Sood,
who has come on board as the cause sup-
porter of the show, was present in
Lucknow to encourage the youths to
speak up on issues. 

He was accompanied by actors
Shivam Patil and Malhaar Rathod, who
play the lead roles of Manav and Aastha
respectively in the series.

Actor Shivam Patil said, “‘Nishedh’

conveys a strong commentary on some
of the most important issues that need
attention. Sex, modern contraception and
tuberculosis are still a taboo and need to
be normalised. A significant perception
change is the need of the hour and
‘Nishedh’ is a great effort towards it.”

He said he plays the character of an
entrepreneur who has developed an
instrument through which people can
carry out conversations on such issues. 

Talking about ‘Nishedh’, Varun Sood
said: “It is an extremely relevant show for
our generation. Through characters
which resonate with you and me, the
show brings attention to issues that we
shy away from talking about. It’s about
time we normalise conversations on
safe sex, contraception, medical abortion,
and help people take informed decisions.
As the cause supporter of ‘Nishedh’ and
an actor, I am happy to do my bit to
spread awareness and remove stigmas
that exist amongst the masses.”

As the cause supporter, Varun came
forward to create awareness on the

issues highlighted in the show. Shivam
and Malhaar also addressed the concerns
around sex, modern contraception,
tuberculosis and malnutrition that con-
tinue to impact the lives of individuals,
especially youngsters.

While Shivam plays the role of unin-
tentionally funny Manav who eats, lives
and breathes start-up ideas, Malhaar por-
trays the character of Aastha, a young
entrepreneur who is burdened by a
scandal back home. Her ambitions take
her to the city of dreams, Mumbai, where
she encounters harsh realities that lead
to some life-altering events. 

With stories centred around some of
the most critical yet taboo social issues
such as modern contraception, medical
abortion, consent, tuberculosis and nutri-
tion, ‘Nishedh’ dwells on the lives of six
young individuals — Aastha, Chanda,
Manav, Avani, Jyoti, Raghav, Vicky and
Bunty. These six lives are constantly
struggling to escape, and at the same
time, deal with their own complex 
situations.
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City Montessori School is

organising International
Children’s Film Festival (ICFF-
2020) from April 15 to 23 at
Kanpur Road auditorium.
During the nine-day event,
selected educational children’s
films will be screened free of
cost to instill qualities of moral-
ity, good character and spiritu-
ality in the students and youths.
Noted film personalities and
child artistes will add glamour
to the festival with their pres-
ence. CMS founder Jagdish

Gandhi told medipersons on
Tuesday the film festival is not
merely for entertainment but a
part of education imparted to
students and youths for teach-
ing them morality and values.
“It has become imperative in
the present scenario to use
positive films for developing
morality in students. The prime
objective of this event is to
instill values of morality, good
character and spirituality in
students & youths and develop
them as ideal world citizens,”
Gandhi said.

Lucknow (PNS): To corner the
Union and UP governments
over rising unemployment,  UP
Youth Congress  kicked off
party’s program ‘Young India Ke
Bol’ and National Register of
Unemployed (NRU) in Lucknow
on Tuesday. 

Speaking to mediapersons,
national secretary of Indian
Youth Congress (IYC) Manish
Chaudhary said that the Modi
government during its poll cam-
paign had promised to give two
crore jobs to youths every year
but it has been snatching lakhs
of jobs through economic slow-
down, closures or sale of pubic
sector undertakings etc. 

Chaudhary alleged that in
UP too, the Yogi government
was least bothered about creat-
ing employment which was
pushing youths into depression
and they were committing sui-
cide.  He said that to raise issues
related to youths, including
unemployment, the Youth
Congress has decided to launch
the two programmes. “During
this programme, Youth Congress

leaders will visit every village and
locality and get forms filled by
unemployed youths, and later
send the same to the govern-
ment, highlighting the problem
of unemployment,” he said.
Chaudhary said that similarly,
they have invited entries from
youths with oratory skills across
the state. He said that they will
select five youths from each dis-
trict and later organise a debate
in UPCC headquarters in
Lucknow to select 20 youths. The
selected speakers will then par-
ticipate in a national-level debate
to be organised by Congress in
New Delhi on March 23. 

These speakers will also
become part of the party’s polit-
ical campaigns and go to vari-
ous places, highlighting prob-
lems faced by youths. “In the
first phase, ‘Young India Ke Bol’
has been successfully imple-
mented in Himachal Pradesh,
Chhattisgarh, Bihar and New
Delhi. The programme was
launched by former Congress
chief Rahul Gandhi last month,”
he said.
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We are at the threshold of
an Indian scientific rev-

olution. This requires us to
rethink, redesign and rebuild
our scientific base through
appropriate technology.

These views were
expressed by YK Hamied while
delivering the ‘45th Sir
Mellanby Oration’ on the
Annual Day celebrations of
CDRI. Dr Hamied is the chair-
man of a well-known pharma
company. The topic of his talk
was ‘Science and Society’. 

“India is regarded as the
Pharmacy Capital of the World.
Indian pharma industry sales
were valued at $33 billion in
2017 and are due to grow to
$50 billion this year. Despite all
this expansion and growth,
healthcare is only guaranteed to
10% of the world’s population.
One-third population does not
have access to even basic med-

icines. It is sad to see this divide
between North and South, the
developed and the developing
world. In September 2016, a
UN report on ‘Access to
Medicines’ gave a powerful
message that ‘No one should
suffer because they cannot
afford medicines, diagnostics,
medical devices or vaccines’. It
also said that all countries
should formulate their own
national legislation on health-

care to suit the specific needs
of their country,” he said.

“I want to discuss pharma
repurposing and repositioning,
extending or modifying the use
of drugs already in use. An
example was the HIV/AIDS
first, affordable drug combina-
tion in 2001 from our compa-
ny. This pioneering effort was
based on the partnership of
public/private enterprise. We
are at the threshold of an

Indian scientific revolution.
This requires us to rethink,
redesign and rebuilt our scien-
tific base through appropriate
technology — scientifically
bound, relevant, adaptable to
local needs and using available
resources. This should ensure
that we dream of an India,
where every citizen can share
a decent quality of life. We all
are accountable to our future
generations,” he added.

The CDRI Awards-2020
for Excellence in Drug
Research were also announced
on the occasion.The awards
will be conferred in September
this year. The award for
Excellence in Drug Research in
Chemical Sciences category
has been announced for Prof
Surajit Ghosh from IIT-
Jodhpur, while that in Life
Sciences category for Bushra
Ateeq (IIT-Kanpur) & Ravi
Manjithaya of JNCASR
(Bengaluru).
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The All India Council for
Technical Education

(AICTE) — the technical and
management education regu-
lator — on Tuesday said the
Government or private univer-
sities will no longer be able to
offer both PGDM and MBA
courses simultaneously and will
have to choose either of the two. 

The AICTE, under the HRD
Ministry, said Post Graduate
Diploma in Management
(PGDM) courses can be run by
standalone institutions, which
are neither universities nor affil-
iated to any university, similar to
the Indian Institutes of
Management (IIMs). 

“Over a period of time,
deemed to be universities have

added PGDM course under the
banner of ‘Management
Programme’ in contravention
of norms. According to the
AICTE Regulations, 2020, con-
ducting PGDM and MBA
courses in the same institution
is not permissible,” a senior
AICTE official said.

“Central, State and private
universities and institutions
deemed to be universities,
which are running PGDM and
MBA courses under the banner
of management programme,
are requested to convert all
courses into MBA completely
and comply with the AICTE
norms,” he added.

According to the regula-
tions, institutions affiliated to
universities have the option of
either converting all PGDM
courses into corresponding

MBA courses with respective
university affiliation or vice-
versa and run those under a
separate standalone institute.
The new Government rule is
aimed at protecting students

from misleading claims. 
There are a total of 3,000

institutes offering MBA pro-
grammes through universities,
or deemed to universities or
autonomous institutions and a

total of about 350 of them are
offering PGDM course with
most of them having a com-
bined offer for both the cours-
es simultaneously.

“Conducting PGDM and
MBA courses in the same insti-
tution is not permissible… cen-
tral/state/private universities
and institutions deemed to be
universities which are running
PGDM programme concur-
rently with MBA under the
banner of management pro-
gramme are requested to con-
vert PGDM courses as MBA
completely and comply with the
AICTE norms forthwith,” says
the AICTE circular following a
Council meet last week. 

“An institute cannot run
both PGDM & MBA pro-
grammes simultaneously,” the
circular added. As senior

AICTE officials said the move
is also aimed at eliminating the
confusion caused by institutes
running Master’s as well as
diploma programmes.

According to AICTE chair-
man Anil Sahasrabuddhe, the
institutes offering a good MBA
would at times also introduce a
diploma course in management
and that the diploma course was
often inferior in quality. 

“In that case students
would sign up under the
impression that an institute
offering a good MBA course
would excel at PGDM as well.
A lot of confusion was caused
by institutes running both pro-
grammes simultaneously and
thus we are now doing a course
correction which benefits the
Business programmes,”
Sahasrabuddhe added.
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In a fresh bid to push the elec-
toral reforms pending with

the Centre, the Election
Commission (EC) on Tuesday
met the Legislative Department
of Ministry of Law and Justice
officials.

In a meeting with
Legislative Secretary G Narayan
Raju, Chief Election
Commissioner Sunil Arora and
Election Commissioners Ashok
Lavasa and Sushil Chandra
discussed the pending issues,
including were linking voter ID
with Aadhaar, allowing multi-
ple registration windows to a
new voter and ensuring gender
neutral rights for ‘service voter’,
paid news and false affidavit as
electoral offence/corrupt prac-
tice; print media and social
media intermediaries to be
covered under Section 126 of
the RP Act 1951. As many as
over 40 recommendations for
electoral reforms are pending
with the Centre.

Sources said linking voter
ID with Aadhaar to weed out
duplications and misrepresen-
tations from the electoral rolls.
Aadhaar linkage and voter
authentication are also con-
sidered critical to the com-
mission’s plans to work towards
electronic, internet-based vot-
ing and for giving ‘remote’ vot-
ing rights to domestic migrant
workers.

Earlier, in a letter to the Law
Ministry, the Commission had
recently proposed that provi-
sions of the Representation of
the People Act be amended to
allow EC seek Aadhaar num-
bers of those applying to be vot-
ers and those who are already
part of the electoral rolls,
sources in the poll panel
explained.  Accepting the pro-
posal to give it legal backing to
collect Aadhaar data, the Law
Ministry is learnt to have asked
the poll panel to ensure that the
data is protected at multiple lev-
els. The EC recently listed out
steps to protect the data from
possible leaks.

After the meeting, CEC
Sunil Arora Arora mentioned
that there are more than 40 dif-
ferent proposals of electoral
reforms which are pending since

long and Commission is at pre-
sent discussing some of these
proposals. “Commission would
like to have such meetings with
Legislative Department at regu-
lar intervals to pursue all such
pending proposals” he said.
According to EC, the Legislative
Secretary assured that the min-
istry is already examining these
proposals.

According to EC, another
pending issue is to amend
Representation of the People
Act (RPA), 1951.In discussions
held until December 2019, the
EC had assured that privacy
and data safety-related con-
cerns will be addressed. It is
now waiting for the govern-
ment to move the amendment
to the Cabinet for approval.

One of these is a proposed
amendment to Section 14(b) of
the RPA, 1951, which looks at
registration for first-time vot-
ers as they turn 18 years of age.
Currently, only those who turn
18 by January 1of that year are
registered as voters.

EC had recommended, way
back in 2013, that to ensure that
no 18-year-old is denied voting
rights, registration should be
permitted any day of the year.
The law ministry had then sug-
gested only two dates: January
1and July 1. The poll panel is
expected to seek multiple reg-
istration dates now.

Another recommendation
involves amendments to
Section 20(6) of the Act to
allow the husband of a female
officer to be registered as a ser-
vice voter where she holds
office. The EC has also asked
the Government to make
bribery during poll period a
cognisable offence.
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Get ready for a severe sum-
mer this year, indication of

which is already being seen in
Mumbai which on Tuesday
recorded 39 degree Celsius
temperature, the third highest
in February since 1966.

In February 1966, Mumbai
recorded 39.6  degree C and in
2012 it was 39.1 degree Celsius.
In 2017 and 2015, the highest
temperature was 38.8 degree
Celsius in the commercial cap-
ital of India. 

As the temperature started
increasing in coastal areas
across the country, the India
Meteorological Department
(IMD) on Tuesday issued an
advisory on heatwave, sug-
gesting dos and don’ts.
Heatwave is considered when
maximum temperature of a sta-
tion is 40 degree Celsius or
more for plains and 30 degree

Celsius or less for Hilly regions. 
According to IMD, maxi-

mum temperature in Mumbai is
expected around 38 or 39 degree
Celsius in the next two days.  

Besides, Palakkad topped
the temperature charts in
Kerala with a maximum of 37.1
degrees Celsius in February.
Kerala, once known for its
moderate and comfortable cli-
mate where people never had
to bother about the extreme
weather conditions occurring
in other parts of the country, is
now bearing the brunt of cli-
mate change.

This temperature rise is in
line with a trend emerging over
the last few years when the
south-western-most State, and
the gateway of the monsoon,
heats up well before others and
even setting up heatwaves.
February has already seen max-
imum temperatures going well
past the 30 degrees Celsius mark

at many places in coastal areas.
According to Dr Kuldeep

Srivastava, scientist of IMD,  a
fresh Western Disturbance
expected in the hills around
February 19 due to which there

may be clouding in Delhi for
the next three days. Due to this,
temperature in Hilly areas and
plain are expected to lower for
two-three days. This will also
lead to rainfalls in isolated
places in Jammu & Kashmir,
Uttrakhand, Eastern UP,
Eastern Chhattisgarh, Bihar,
Arunachal Pradesh, Himachal
Pradesh and Punjab is expect-
ed to get rainfalls from
February 20-22. The wind is
also going to change during this
period from cool northwester-
ly to warm southwesterly.”At
times one does feel the heat as
the day temperature during this
period tends to rise by 2-4
degrees Celsius due to warm
southwesterly winds taking
over cool Northwesterly winds.
It usually happens when a
Cyclonic Circulation forms in
the hot and dry Rajasthan
region,” Srivastava added.  

As per the advisory issued

by the IMD,  heat wave occurs
mostly over an interior plain
area when dry and warmer air
is transported in a region with
clear skies and hence maxi-
mum isolation during the sum-
mer season.

“Heatwave impacts rural
and urban areas, natural habi-
tats like forests, water resources,
poultry and a range of sectors
like agriculture, health, power
etc, Though there is no uni-
versally acceptable or uniform
definition for a heatwave, they
are understood to be periods of
abnormally high temperatures,
more than the normal maxi-
mum temperature that occurs
during the pre-monsoon (April
to June) summer season. In
India heatwaves typically occur
between March to June, and in
some rare cases even extend till
July. Heatwaves are more fre-
quent over the Indo-Gangetic
plains of India,” the IMD said.
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Another batch of about 100
people, who were among the

over 400 quarantined at an Indo
Tibetan Border Police (ITBP)
facility in Delhi after being evac-
uated earlier this month from
coronavirus-hit Wuhan, were dis-
charged on Tuesday.

This comes a day after a batch
of about 200 people were dis-
charged from the ITBP facility,
which housed a total of 406 peo-
ple, including seven Maldivians.

So far, 302 people out of total
406, have left the ITBP centre after
being declared free of novel coro-
na virus by the doctors.

The rest of the inmates will be
released by Wednesday morning,
ITBP spokesperson Vivek Kumar
Pandey said. All those who were
discharged have been provided
with conveyance till airport, rail-
way stations, or bus stands.

Among those who will leave
the facility on Wednesday include
a few families. All released persons
were advised to remain self iso-
lated for the next 14 days at their
respective places, Pandey said.

They were also advised the dos
and don’ts during the period. A
team of doctors and other staff are
taking care of the smooth depar-
ture of the remaining people with

due procedures and protocols.
A total of 650 people were

brought back from Wuhan in
China on February 1 and 2 in two
747 Boeing Air India aircraft after
the outbreak of the novel coron-
avirus in China. While 406 of these
were sent to the ITBP facility, the
rest were quarantined at an Army
centre in Haryana’s Manesar.

Meanwhile, Chinese
Ambassador Sun Weidong on
Tuesday asserted that China has
put in place multi-level control and
prevention mechanisms and will
win the battle against coronavirus. 

He added that the outbreak
has not been able to impact the
strong fundamentals of China’s
strong economy.

The envoy said China has
allocated RMB 80 billion to con-
tain the disease and the

Government has sufficient
resources and policy tools to cope
with economic fluctuations fol-
lowing the epidemic. At the same
time, he said that virus is a “bor-
derless and a common threat to
everyone in the world” and joint
efforts are required to combat it.

The envoy also appreciated
India for extending solidarity and
expressing readiness to assist
China to deal with the epidemic,
but stressed that there should not
be any restrictions on trade and
movement of people between the
two neighbours.

He said the number of con-
firmed coronavirus cases outside
Hubei province, the epicentre of
the epidemic, is coming down.

“China has full confidence
that it will win the battle against
coronavirus epidemic,” he told
reporters. 
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Accusing the BJP Government in Gujarat
of trying to “hide poverty” by con-

structing a wall in Ahmedabad ahead of US
President Donald Trump’s visit there later
this month, the Congress on Tuesday
charged the Government with hiding data,
including that of “lowest” consumption lev-
els in 40 years, and asked it to make it pub-
lic in order to find solutions to problems
plaguing the economy. 

Congress spokesperson Gourav Vallabh
said playing ‘hide and seek’ has become the
favourite game of the BJP Government as
it is concealing data pertaining to GDP
numbers, inflation, unemployment and
“now lowest ever consumption”.

“Favourite game of the BJP
Government is hide and seek. Hide farmer
suicide statistics. Hide unemployment fig-
ures. Hide the truth of demonetisation.
Hide real GDP figures. Hide poverty
behind the ‘wall’. And now hide the low-
est consumption in 40 years,” he said,
adding the Government has “launched a
war” against all sections of society, includ-
ing women, students and farmers. 

Vallabh alleged that 16 out of 23 sec-
tors in manufacturing are in poor condi-
tion, but the Government continues to be
in a denial mode. “We ask the Government
that data should not be hidden, but made
public so it can be discussed as India is
capable of battling all odds,” he said.

“Those talking about the Gujarat

model are now building walls to hide the
poverty there. If a disease is to be treated,
you have to accept that it is there in the first
place. But BJP does not accept its failures,”
he said while taking a dig at the BJP
Government over reports of construction
of a wall in Ahmedabad to allegedly hide
a slum in Ahmedabad.

The Congress leader said the country
has had the lowest growth in last nine years
and this will definitely reduce savings as
well, because inflation is 7.95 per cent.
“BJP’s favourite rating agency Moody’s has
projected India’s growth estimate for 2020
to be 5.4 per cent, against the Government’s
claim of showing 6 to 6.5 per cent growth
in the year,” he said.

Vallabh said poverty increases when
consumption is low and claimed that
UNDP data for 2005-2015 shows that dur-
ing this period the highest eradication of
poverty (271 million people) has taken
place in the country and the credit for this
goes to MNREGA. 

AICC chief spokesman Randeep
Surjewala said country live in times where
GDP is measured in tons, Citizen rights in
volts, Nationalism in decibels, Poverty in
height and length of the wall. “This is BJP’s
‘New India’!,” Surjewala said on Twitter.
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Once the hideout of notori-
ous wildlife smuggler

Veerappan and seen as an
important tiger corridor, the
Male Mahadeshwara (MM)
Hills Wildlife Sanctuary in
Karnataka’s Chamarajanagara
district is all set to become the
official home of the royal big
cats. The National Tiger
Conservation Authority
(NTCA) has given in-principle
nod for upgrading the sanctu-
ary to the tiger reserve.

The State Government has
already given approval for its
upgradation and now it will
have to notify the area to make
the region inviolate for the
endangered big cats.

As the adjoining tiger habi-
tats — Biligiri Rangaswamy
Temple (BRT) in Karnataka
and Sathyamangalam Tiger
Reserve (STR) in Tamil Nadu

has been acting as an effective
source sink landscape, increas-
ing the density of big cats and
their prey in MM Hills, which
itself has a resident tigers, the
NTCA approval  plugs the
patch and forms a contiguous
landscape of 3,000 sq km of
wildlife habitat. 

In addition to connecting
BRT, through the Edyaralli-
Doddasampige elephant corri-
dor, MM Hills also spread over
906 sq km area connects the
Bannerghatta National Park.

This is one of the largest
landscapes in the country for
the conservation of tigers, ele-
phants and other large and
wide-ranging mammalian
species. The move
will go a long
way in ensur-
ing protec-
tion to the
endangered
species.

MM Hills will be the sixth
tiger reserve in the state and
the 51st in the country. 

“Based on
the confluence
of the Eastern

and Western
ghats, the

sanctuary is con-
tiguous with both
BRT Tiger Reserve

on the western side
and Satyamangalam

Reserve in Tamil

Nadu on the southern side. As
per the All India Tiger
Estimation, 2018, this area is
spread over 907 sqkm and has
15 tigers,” said a senior NTCA
official. 

He said that in-principle
approval has been given, Now
the State Government will have
to notify the area that will make
it official home of the big cats.

Although the number of
species present may be less
compared to Bandipur or

Nagarhole, it is extremely
diverse. Biologically, it is an
important repository for the
future, what with the herbivo-
rous population increasing.
There is scope for the expan-
sion of tiger population, added
forest officials. Besides being
home to tigers, leopards, sloth
bears and elephants, the sanc-
tuary also has dholes,
antelopes, grizzled giant squir-
rels and honey badgers. 

As per the recent tiger
census, Karnataka has 524 big
cats. Declaring the MM Hills
as tiger reserve will ensure
young big cats to have their
new territory.

However, the Government
has tough task ahead given that
there are about 49 forest villages
and 94 revenue villages on the
peripheries of the sanctuary
which will have to be relocat-
ed by the officials to make the
area inviolate for the big cats.
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Coming to the rescue of
endangered birds — the

great Indian bustard and the
lesser florican, which are dying
in large numbers due to colli-
sions with high-voltage power
lines, the Supreme Court on
Tuesday asked the Rajasthan
Government to consider laying
underground cables.

The top court said they are
large birds and it is difficult for
them to maneuver due to the
high-tension power lines which
obstruct their flight paths.

The Ministry of
Environment and Forests
(MoEF) shared the concern of
the court and said there is no
other option but to lay power
cables underground to protect
the great Indian bustard (GIB)
and lesser florican (LF).

A Bench of Chief Justice
SA Bobde and Justices BR
Gavai and Surya Kant asked
senior advocate Manish
Singhvi, appearing for the
Rajasthan Government, to take
instructions from the compe-
tent authority for laying of
cables underground.

“It appears that one of the
dangers is the presence of
power lines, which obstruct the
flight path of the of GIB. It is
well known that the GIB is a
larger bird and it is difficult for
it to maneuver easily in its
flight. One of the solutions
suggested to avoid
any collision in
its flight path
is that the
over-head
wires be laid
down underground”.

It asked Singhvi to take

instructions within two weeks
and apprise the court about the
manner in which the power
lines could be laid down under-
ground. 

At the outset, the top court
said the State Government can
look into modifying the con-
tract of private companies for
laying down the cables under-
ground.

“This is a larger bird which
fly in a particular direction. To
avoid power lines coming in
the direction of flight path of
the bird, it would be appropri-
ate if they are laid down under-
ground. Necessary changes can
be made in the contract with
the private companies for lay-
ing down underground cables,”
the bench said.

With regard to LF, the top
court said it is not disputed that
the bird is also endangered and
disturbed largely by the power
generation plants. 

The top court said if the
Rajasthan Government faces
any problem, then the court
can pass necessary directions.

Additional Solicitor
General ANS Nadkarni,
appearing for MoEF said a
team of the ministry and other
wildlife experts have visited
Jaisalmer in Rajasthan and it is

evident from their findings
that underground cable is the

only solution.
Advocates Sugandha

Yadav, Shatadru Chakraborty
and Sonia Dube, appearing
for Petitioner MK Ranjitsinh

— a retired IAS officer, said
that they have prepared terms
of reference for the top court
appointed panel, which could
be looked into for conservation
for GIB and LF.
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New Delhi: The BJP has
appointed its national general
secretary Saroj Pandey and P
Muralidhar Rao as observers
for selecting the leaders of its
legislative party in the Delhi and
Jharkhand Assemblies. The
appointments were made with
the approval of the party pres-
ident JP Nadda, an official
statement said.

The AAP bagged 62 of the
70 Assembly seats in the just
concluded polls in Delhi. In
Jharkhand’s 81 seats, JMM who
is leading the coalition-govern-
ment in the State won 30 seats,
Congress-led-UPA 25 and BJP
collected 25 in December 2019
poll. Raghubar Das, the ousted
BJP CM who was the first non-
tribal to head the State, also lost
his Assembly seats. Elections are
due in Bihar and West Bengal in
about year’s time. PNS
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Defence PSU Garden
ReachShipbuilders and

Engineers Ltd (GRSE) on
Tuesday delivered its fourth
anti-submarine warfare stealth
corvette to the Indian Navy, an
official said.

Kavaratti was the last in the
series of four anti- Submarine
Warfare Corvettes (ASWC)
built by  Kolkata-based GRSE
under Project 28, he said.

The first three ships of the
series - INS Kamorta, INS
Kadmatt and INS Kiltan -were
delivered earlier, and form an
integral part of Eastern Fleet of
the Indian Navy, the GRSE offi-
cial said.

They have been engaged in
several overseas operations and
international maritime exhibi-
tions in Malaysia, Singapore
and other countries, the official
said.

Project 28, approved in
2003, is a class of anti- subma-
rine warship corvettes cur-
rently in service with the Indian
Navy. The corvettes are named
after islands in the
Lakshadweep archipelago.

INS Kiltan recently partic-
ipated in the prestigious
Exercise Malabar 2019, an
endeavour to strengthen India-
Japan-US naval cooperation
and enhance interoperability,
the official said.

With 90 per cent indige-
nous content, the P-28 class
ships are equipped to fight in
nuclear, biological and chemi-
cal warfare conditions and fea-
tured the integration of a host
of weapons and sensors.

These ASW corvettes have
catapulted the Indian Navy
into the elite club of countries
that have built stealth ships, the
GRSE official said, adding that
the stealth features make the

ships almost invisible to the
enemy, both above and below
the sea surface.

The corvettes - designed as
an extremely versatile ASW
platform capable of neutralis-
ing enemy submarines with
indigenous weapons like tor-
pedoes and rocket launchers -
- are equally effective in the lit-
torals and deep oceans, the offi-
cial said.

Capable of attaining a max-
imum speed of 25 knots, the
ship has a length of 109 metres
and width of 12.8 metres, he
said, adding that it has an
endurance of over 3400 nauti-
cal miles (NM) at 18-knot
speed, and can accommodate
17 officers and 106 sailors.

Kavaratti and INS Kiltan
are the first two major warships
in the country to have the
unique feature of superstruc-
ture made of carbon fibre com-
posite material.
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The death of six children of
a couple in a span of nine

years has raised suspicion
among police personnel here
who have registered a case fol-
lowing a complaint after a
three-month-old child of the
family died on Tuesday and
was buried. Police exhumed the
body, which was buried in the
morning, and took it to the dis-
trict hospital at Tirur for post-
mortem.The infant was the
sixth child of the couple, police
said.

"A case has been registered
(for unnatural death) in the
matter to verify the death
beyond any suspicion raised by
locals since five other children
of the couple had died  in the
past nine years," a senior police

official said.
The couple had three boys

and three girls of which the
third girl child lived till the age
of four and the rest died before
turning one.

"The post-mortem will
take place today itself.We are
collecting the medical records
of the children who had passed
away earlier.

We will identify the cause
of death after analysing the
records and discuss the matter
with forensic doctors," Tirur

Deputy Superintendent of
Police (DySP) said.

However, relatives claimed
that there was nothing suspi-
cious in the death of the chil-
dren and that doctors have said
it was due to some genetic dis-
ease.

"The post-mortem of the
third child was conducted and
the doctors said the death was
due to some genetic problems.
They said they were helpless,"
a relative said, adding that the
family was ready to face any
probe.

According to the locals, the
couple had claimed that the
children have died due to
epilepsy.

Sources said the baby was
taken to a hospital but was dead
prior to reaching the hospital
early this morning.
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The Madras High Court on
Tuesday restrained a body

of Muslim outfits from going
ahead with its proposed agita-
tion to lay siege to the Tamil
Nadu Assembly pressing their
demand for a House resolution
against CAA, NRC and NPR.

A bench of justices M
Sathyanaraya and R Hemalatha
granted the interim injunc-
tion till March 11, restraining
the the Federation of Tamil
Nadu Islamic and Political
Organisations and its allied
associations from holding  the
agitation, proposed for
Wednesday.

Passing the interim order
on a PIL which sought to fore-
bear the police from granting
permission to the agitation, the

bench posted the matter to
March 12 for further hearing.

The court made it clear
that it was not expressing any
opinion on the Citizenship
Amendment Act, or the
National Register of Citizens or
the National Population
Register.

The siege protest has been
called to bring pressure on the
AIADMK Govt to adopt a res-
olution in the assembly oppos-
ing the CAA as had been done
by several non-BJP ruled states.

An attempt by opposition
DMK to move an anti-CAA
resolution in the assembly dur-
ing the session has failed with
Speaker P Dhanapal disallow-
ing a notice for it, saying the
matter was sub-judice, appar-
ent reference to petitions chal-
lenging the amended act in the

Supreme Court.
The first phase of the bud-

get session of the state assem-
bly is on till February 20.
Earlier, state Additional
Advocate General SR
Rajagopoal told the court that
any application seeking police
permission for protest should
be made five days prior, but in
this case, the federation had
moved the police only on
Monday for the agitation pro-
posed on Wednesday.

He also submitted that
prohibitory orders under
Section 41 of the Madras City
Police Act have been imposed
banning any kind of agitation
or demonstration in the city for
a period of 15 days commenc-
ing from February 13.

Petitioner Varaki, a jour-
nalist, contended if the assem-

bly siege was allowed and a
large number of protesters per-
mitted to gather near the
Secretariat, there would be
complete collapse of the nor-
mal functioning of the state
government.

Referring to continuing
agitations, including the latest
stir in a north Chennai localilty,
by various organisations oppos-
ing the CAA and other mea-
sures, he alleged innocent pub-
lic were being incited to join
such protests and create prob-
lems by spreading rumours.

Besides, some leaders of
the organisations were also
delivering inciting and intim-
idating speeches, even going to
the extent of issuing threat to
the lives of the PM and the
Union Home Minister, he sub-
mitted.
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Mizoram has earned the
dubious distinction of

being the state with highest
HIV/AIDS prevalence rate in
the country, but the
Government was making all
efforts to tackle the menace,
health minister R Lalthangliana
told the Assembly on Tuesday.

A total of 21,538 cases
have been registered in the
State since October 1990, when
the first patient was identified,
he stated.

Lalthangliana, while reply-
ing to starred questions by
MNF leader Vanlaltanpuia and
Independent MLA
Lalduhoma, also said that HIV

prevalence was highest among
youth in the age group of 25-
34 years, accounting for 42.38
per cent of the total number of
cases.

Expressing concern over
the matter, the Minister insist-
ed that the Government had
been taking all measures to
combat the disease.

Lalthangliana also said
that he recently met leaders of
NGOs, students' bodies and
churches and sought their
help to control the spread of
the disease, while efforts were
also being made to seek tech-
nical assistance from
UNAIDS.

According to Dr
Lalthlengliani, the project
director of Mizoram State
Aids Control Society
(MSACS), at least 2,416 peo-
ple have died of the disease
between January 2006 and
September 2019. 
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Acase was registered against
76 Persons, including a

former MLA, for alleged irreg-
ularities to the tune of �512.54
crore in the Karnala Nagari
Sahakari Bank headquartered
in Panvel in neighbouring
Raigad district, Navi Mumbai
police said on Tuesday.

Former PWP MLA from
Panvel Vivekanand Shankar
Patil is the chairman of the
cooperative bank and he has
been named as an accused
along with the vice-chairman,
chief executive officer and sev-
eral others who had obtained
loans from the institution, an
official said. A press release
from Navi Mumbai police said
a case was registered for crim-
inal breach of trust.
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Bengali superstar and former
Trinamool Congress MP

Tapas Pal passed away in the
small hours of Tuesday, fami-
ly sources said adding he was
61 and suffering from nerve
and heart ailments for which he
had admitted to a Mumbai hos-
pital.

Survived by his wife and
daughter Pal was Trinamool
MP from Krishangarfor two
successive terms from 2009 to
2019. Before this he was
Member of Bengal Legislative
Assembly for two terms.

Notwithstanding his cine-
matic exploits that has given
the Bengalimovie world some
memorable films like Saheb,
G u r u d a k s h i n a ,
Anurag,Anurager Choan, Pal
got embroiled in controversies
in the closing years of his

political career and was arrest-
ed by the CBI for his alleged
involvement in the multi-crore
Rose Valley chit fund case.

Both Pal and Bollywood
actress Madhuri Dixit acted in
one of their initial films Abodh.
In fact Dixit along with senior
Tollywood actors like Soumitra
Chatterjee and Madhabi
Mukherjee deeply condoled
hisuntimely death.

During his in carceration
he had to be hospitalised in
Bhubaneshwarwhere after he
was released on bail.
Subsequently he was afflicted
bynerve disease.

In an emotionally laden
message Chief Minister
Mamata Banerjee wrotein twit-
ter that she was in a state of
shock and that Pal would
bebadly missed.

“Saddened and shocked to
hear about the demise of Tapas
Pal. He was asuperstar of
Bengali cinema who was a
member of the Trinamool fam-
ily.Tapas served the people as
a two-term MP and MLA. We
will miss himdearly. My con-
dolences to his wife Nandini,
daughter Sohini and hismany
fans,” the Chief Minister wrote
even as a mild war of word-
sensued between the BJP and
the TMC around his death.
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MS Mani, former editor-
in-chief  of  Kerala

Kaumudi ,  a  popular
Malayalam daily published
from Kerala and founder edi-
tor of Kala Kaumudi, the first
Malayalam newspaper to be
published outside Kerala,
breathed his last early Tuesday
morning at his residence in
Thiruvananthapuram. He was
79 and is survived by wife Dr
Kasturi, daughter Valsa Mani
and son  Mani Sukumaran.

Born as the eldest son of
M Sukumaran, the founder
editor of Kerala Kaumudi,
Mani started his journalistic
career at the young age of 20
as a parliament reporter and
rose to new heights in jour-
nalism through sheer hard
work. 

Mani is credited as the

first investigative journalist in
Kerala  who brought to light
the massive deforestation
happening in the Western
Ghats under political patron-
age.

Mani’s reports angered
the then home minister of
Kerala, K Karunakaran who
initiated a series of legal
actions against  him and
Kerala Kaumudi. True to the
prophecy made by  Mani and
Kerala Kaumudi, the defor-
estation and chopping of tress
from reserve forests in the
State brought down the forest
cover of the State from 35 per
cent to 13 per cent.

A Left fellow traveller ,
Mani was in the forefront
against the appeasement pol-
itics pursued by both the
Cong and the Communists in
Kerala. The editorials that
appeared in Kaumudi during
his tenure as editor-in-chief

are still rated as  the bench
marks of quality journalism.

Later, he launched his
own weekly Kala Kaumudi,
which instantly became a rage
among the youth of the State.
The weekly was the first pub-
lication in Malayalam to bring
literature, politics, science
and  spirituality under one
umbrella. The Kala Kaumudi
Group is known for the niche
publications on literature,
films, women and social
issues.

Chief Minister Pinarayi
Vijayan, called on the Kala
Kaumudi Gardens at
Thiruvananthapuram and
offered floral tributes to Mani.
“Kerala has lost a legendary
journalist who being the best
in the industry also moulded
many writers and media per-
sons through the publica-
tions of which he was the pro-
prietor,” said Vijayan.
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Dr VL Dutt, leading indus-
trialist and executive chair-

man of KCP Ltd , the Chennai
headquartered conglomerate
with major interests in heavy
engineering, cement , sugar and
heavy machinery, passed away
on Tuesday.  

Dr Dutt was the president of
the Federation of Indian
Chamber of Commerce and
Industry (FICCI) during 1991-
92 and was a widely respected
industrialist.

"We condole the untimely
passing away of Dr VL Dutt.
FICCI will always remember his
contribution to the industry
and the country, especially as the
President of the chamber at a
time when the economy was
passing through a critical phase. 

He was instrumental in
bridging the gap between the

industry and the government.
His memory will continue to
inspire entrepreneurs in India
and abroad as an outstanding
entrepreneur and a corporate
statesman,” said Dr Sangita
Reddy, President, FICCI.

Dr Dutt, a graduate from
Business Institute of
Management, London was
Chairman of India Vietnam
Joint Business Council of FICCI.
The Vietnamese President had
presented the prestigious Medal
of Friendship to Dr Dutt for his
'positive contributions' to the
development of Socio-Economy
of Phu Yen Province, contribu-
tions to strengthen traditional
relation and overall partner-
ship between Vietnam and
India. He was also the Honorary
Consul General of the Republic
of Turkey in Chennai, for the
States of Tamil Nadu, Kerala,
Karnataka and the Union
Territory of Puducherry.
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The Mizoram Government is
yet toNotify the new pro-

hibition rules, Excise and
Narcotics Minister Dr K
Beichhua told the State
Assembly on Tuesday.

In reply to a question from
Congress member KT Rokhaw,
Beichhua said the Govt has can-
celled the notification issued in
connection with the new liquor
law on Dec 19 last year.He said
that there is no prohibition rules
in the state as of now.According
to the Min, the Government has
closed all liquor shops, bonded
warehouses and brewery after
"The Mizoram Liquor
(Prohibition) Act, 2019" came
into force in the state.
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Poll strategist-turned-politi-
cian Prashant Kishor on

Tuesday mocked Bihar Chief
Minister Nitish Kumar for
aligning with the BJP in his
quest for power, and said the
JD(U) leader cannot be wedded
to Gandhian ideals and stand
with those who support Godse
at the same time.

Addressing a crowded
press conference here, the first
since his expulsion from the
JD(U), which Kumar heads,
Kishor asserted that the Chief
Minister has been a "father fig-
ure" to him even before he for-
mally joined the party and so
he wished to speak no ill of
him.

Kishor, however, acknowl-
edged that he had differences
with Kumar over the contra-

diction in his avowed com-
mitment to the principles of
Gandhi and his tie-up with the
BJP, the party the poll strategist
sought to identify with the
Mahatma's assassin Nathuram
Godse.

"Nitish ji has always said
that he cannot leave the ideals
of Gandhi, JP and Lohia... At
the same time, how can he be
with the people who support
the ideology of Godse? Both
cannot go together. If you want
to stay with the BJP, I don't have
any problem with it but you
cannot be on both sides,"
Kishore said.

There have been differ-
ences between him and me that
the ideologies of Godse and
Gandhi cannot stand together.
As the leader of the party you
have to say which side you are
on," he added.
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As his meeting with senior
legislators, reportedly upset

over not being inducted into
the Cabinet, sparked specula-
tion, Minister Jagadish Shettar
on Tuesday termed reports
about “revolt” as “far from
truth”.

The meeting late last
evening at Shettar’s residence
by legislators mostly from
north Karnataka in the midst
of the ongoing Assembly ses-
sion had raised eyebrows with-
in the ruling BJP circles.

Shettar said a few legisla-
tors had met him regarding
their constituency-related
work.

"I'm a Minister, daily sev-
eral legislators come and go, it
is a routine process, so yester-
day four to five legislators had
come for their work, I spoke to
them, after which they left,"
Shettar, a former Chief Minister
and now holding Industries
protfolio, said.

Speaking to reporters here,
he said, any "such meeting as
being reported" is "far from
truth."

"There was no such meet-
ing, legislators had come for

their work, there is no need to
have any misunderstanding
about it," he said, adding that
he was not answerable to media
reports and owes no explana-
tion.

According to some media
reports, eight-time BJP MLA
Umesh Katti (Hukkeri), who
had openly expressed his dis-

pleasure over not being induct-
ed into the ministry, and
Shankar Patil Munenakoppa
(Navalagund) were among
those who had met at Shettar's
residence.

They reportedly discussed
about "most loyal senior party
legislators not getting minister
post", and the Chief Minister B
S Yediyurappa's son
Vijayendra's alleged "high-
handedness" in the govern-
ment.

Shettar is also said to have
met Chief Minister
Yediyurappa this morning and
explained to him about the
meeting.

Ahead of the Assembly
session, Yediyurappa was seen
speaking to Shettar, Katti and
others in the House on
Tuesday.

Meanwhile, an unsigned
and anonymous letter, calling
for a change in leadership cit-
ing Yediyurappa's age and
health as the reason, is widely
in circulation in the social
media.It calls for Yediyurappa's
retirement from electoral pol-
itics and suggests that he turn
"margdarshak" for the party.
Yediyurappa will turn 77 on
February 27. 
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Accusing the ruling BJP of
turning Karnataka into a

‘police State’ by filing false cases
against political opponents and
those opposing its “divisive
politics”, the Opposition
Congress on Tuesday walked
out of the Assembly as the
Speaker did not accept their
demand for an immediate dis-
cussion on the issue.

Making a preliminary
submission to the Chair to
allow his adjournment motion
on the "collapse" oflaw and
order in the state, Leader of
the Opposition (LoP)
Siddaramaiah charged the
Government with having a
"demon instinct" in suppress-
ing opponents.

After hearing his prelim-
inary submission, Speaker
Vishweshwar Hegde Kageri
ruled that a discussion will be

held on the topic at 3 PM on
Wednesday, but under a dif-
ferent rule.

However, Congress legis-
lators insisted that the dis-
cussion be allowed immedi-
ately as otherwise it would
dilute the issue. As the Chair
did not concede their demand,
they staged a walk out, threat-
ening to boycott proceedings.

During his preliminary
submission, Siddaramaiah
alleged that the law and order
in the state had completely
collapsed as the government
has failed to manage it.

Siddaramaiah pointed out
that the Governor's address to
the joint sitting of the state leg-
islature on Monday did not
mention the state-wide anti-
Citizenship Amendment Act
protests and the one in which
two people died in Mangaluru
in December. 

By discussing the issue, "it
is our duty to instill confi-

dence among the affected
people as we have come here
with their mandate, repre-
senting them", he said

Stating that anti CAA and
NRC protests have been tak-
ing place across the country,
Siddaramaiah said opposing
and expressing opinion
against government polices
and laws is the "essence of
democracy".

When acts or policies
brought in despite "brute
majority" can  be opposed in
the nation's democratic set up,
the ruling BJP has  booked
people under acts like sedition
for opposing and tried to
scuttle their freedom of
expression, he alleged.

Reacting to this, Home
Minister Basavaraj Bommai
chided Congress  by pointing
out it was that party which
imposed the Emergency, trig-
gering  a war of words
between both sides.
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The Karnataka Assembly
proceedings on Tuesday

saw the ruling BJP and the
Opposition Congress sparring
over ‘tukde tukde gang’ and
‘Bharat Mata’.

While hitting out at ruling
party legislators, Leader of the
Opposition in the Assembly
Siddaramaiah said that “Bharat
Mata is not the property of
BJP”. Home Minister Basavaraj
Bommai, slamming the
Congress, called them the
“owners” of the “tukde tukde
gang”. Siddaramaiah, while
making a preliminary sub-
mission seeking to move an
adjournment motion on the
law and order situation in the
state, attacked ruling BJP both
in the state and Centre for an
"undeclared emergency" in the
country. He also accused the
BJP of undermining the
Constitution and democra-
cy,to which Minister KS

Eshwarappa referred to the
Emergency declared by the
then Prime Minister Indira
Gandhi and reminded the for-
mer Chief Minister that he had
opposed it while in the Janata
Dal. "We (BJP/RSS workers
then) were put behind bars for
hailing Bharat Mata and calling
ourselves as her sons",
Eshwarappa said. Reacting to
this Siddaramaiah said, “Bharat
Mata is not your property. You
have not taken on lease. All 135
crore Indians are her children.”

Intervening, Minister C T
Ravi hit out at Congress for sup-
porting  the 'Tukde Tukde
Gang', resulting in heated argu-
ments between the  treasury and
opposition benches.

Taking strong exception to
the remark, Congress MLA
Priyank  Kharge questioned
who were the 'Tukde Tukde
Gang' and why the BJP  gov-
ernments, both at the centre
and state, were not arresting
them.
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Assam Governor Jagdish
Mukhi on Tuesday assert-

ed that infrastructure is a cat-
alyst for development.He said
the government is committed
to the development of the state
by strengthening infrastruc-
ture.

The Centre is very liberal
in investing in infrastructure to
eliminate service backlogs of
northeast with special empha-
sis on rural areas, Mukhi said
at the inaugural session of
North East Infrastructure
Development Conclave, organ-
ised by the CII-North East,
here.

A well-planned infrastruc-
ture enables established busi-
nesses to expand their pro-
duction levels and encourage
small businesses to enter the
market and as such, both
Central and state governments
are making concerted efforts to
put in place a robust infra-
structure for physical connec-
tivity in the areas of air, water,
internet and land transport, he
said.

He said the Union budget
has allocated funds for laying
new tracks and doubling of
railway lines in the northeast
region, the governor said.

Electrification of railway
lines under the Northeast
Frontier Railways was also
going on and by 2022 the three
states of Mizoram, Manipur
and Sikkim will be connected
by railways, he added.

The Union Ministry of
Road Transport and Highways
has also conceived of extensive
national highway projects to
give a boost to the region's
physical connectivity.

The governor also high-
lighted the measures being
undertaken in northeast for
bringing the region closer to
the rest of the country with 12
airports in the region being
operative and the Guwahati
Airport being revamped with
a new state of the art terminus.

Moreover, a seamless dig-
ital connectivity has been in use
in the region by liberalising its
cyber space with India and
Bangladesh signing an agree-
ment for using unspent band-
width available at Bangladesh's
Cox Bazar in Chittagong to
bring in a revolution not only
in the northeast but also in
some mainland states, he said.

Assam is nurtured by two
great rivers--the Brahmaputra
and Barak and both along with
their many tributaries have
huge potential for river trans-
port, tourism and industry.

He also said that inland
waterways in Assam received a
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With no let-up in the ongo-
ing tug of war between

the ruling Shiv Sena and its
allies over Chief Minister
Uddhav Thackeray’s decision to
let NIA investigate the Bhima
Koregaon-Elgaar Parishad
Elgaar Parishad case, the
Congress on Tuesday opened a
new front by coming out open-
ly against the Citizenship
Amendment Act (CAA),
National Register of Citizens
(NRC) and  National
Population Register (NPR).

On a day when Uddhav
Thackeray of the Shiv Sena
came out in support of the
CAA, extended conditional
support to the NPR and voiced
his opposition to the NRC,
Maharashtra Pradesh Congress
Committee (MPCC) president
and party minister in the MVA
Cabinet Bal Saheb Thorat for-
mally opposed CAA, NRC and
NPR. “The Congress party's
stand regarding #CAA #NRC
#NPR is very clear and we are
opposed to it. The Congress

party is opposed to anything
that causes discrimination in
the society. We will convince
our alliance partners on the
same,” he tweeted.

For the first time, Uddhav
spelt out the Shiv Sena‘s stand
on CAA, NRC and NPR. “CAA
and NRC are two different
subjects. NPR is a third subject.
There is nothing to worry
about in CAA. NRC has not
come and it will not be imple-
mented. If it (NRC) is imple-
mented, it will not affect just
Muslims, but it will also affect
Hindus, Adivasasis and other
deprived sections of the soci-
ety,” Uddhav tweeted.

In another tweet on NPR,
Uddhav said: “NPR is more of
a census. But, still I will have a
look at the questions in the data
collection form. But, I do not
there is impediment in NPR.
Because, the census takes place
once in ten years”.

The NCP has also serious
reservations about NPR. After
a meeting of NCP ministers
convened by party chief Sharad
Pawar, the party spokesperson

and minister Nawab Malik had
said on Monday: “Before devis-
ing the strategy on NPR, we -
- MVA partners -- will jointly
study the questions in the NPR
and views of the non-BJP gov-
ernments. Because some irrel-
evant and un-called for infor-
mation is being sought by the
Centre as part of the data col-
lection.  The NCP is opposed
to the date of birth and place of
birth of parents and grandpar-
ents,” Malik said.

Both the NCP and
Congress have urged the chief
minister to convene a meeting
of the l4eaders of the parties to
devise a common strategy on
NPR, CAA and NRC.

In a related development,
the chief minister’s decision to
let the NIA to investigate the
Elgaar Parishad case continued
be a bone of the contention
between the ruling Shiv Sena
and its allies in the MVA gov-
ernment.

Uddhav, who has come in
for a flak from both the NCP
and Congress for his ad hoc
decision to let the NIA to

investigate Bhima Koregaon-
Elgaar Parishad Elgaar
Parishad case e, sought to
clarify his position. “Elghar
Parsihad conspiracy and
Bhima-Koregaon violence are
two different cases. As far as
the Bhima-Koregaon case is
concerned, it concerns Dalits.
I have not given this case to
the NIA. I would like to clar-
ify that I will not let injustice
to happen to the Dalits”.

However, there was some
ambiguity in the NCP’s stand on
Bhima Koregaon-Elgaar
Parishad Elgaar Parishad case.
On one hand, like Uddhav,
Pawar also said that Elgaar
Parishad and Bhima-Koregaon
were two different cases. “The
CM has powers to hand over the
case to the NIA. There was no
alternative but to hand over the
case tothe NIA, “ Pawar said.

However, NCP’s
spokesperson and minister
Nawab Malik reiterated the
party’s stand to order an
inquiry by the SIT into the
Bhima Koregaon-Elgaar
Parishad Elgaar Parishad case. 
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As the BJP predicted the col-
lapse the collapse of MVA

Government and consequent
mid-term polls in the State,
NCP chief Sharad Pawar on
Tuesday turned the table on the
principal Opposition party in
the State by saying that it was
for the latter, which rules the
country, to hold mid-term
polls in the country.

Reacting to a BJP leader’s
comment that the MVA
Government would soon col-
lapse and there would be mid-
term polls in the state, NCP
chief said: “The mid-term polls
are normally held in the coun-
try. It is in the hands of the BJP
to hold mid-terms polls in the
country. 

Let the Union Cabinet and
decide on holding the mid-
term polls in the country”.

Former Chief Minister
and senior BJP leader
Devendra Fadnavis had on
Sunday dared the Shiv Sena to
hold mid-term polls in the
state.S He had predicted that
if the mid-term polls were
held in the state, the BJP
would defeat the Shiv Sena,
NCP and Congress squarely
and return to power in the
state.

Meanwhile, on Tuesday,
former chief minister Narayan
Rane predicted that since chief
minister Uddhav Thackeray
was not capable of running
the government,. 

There would be mid-term
polls in the state. “I need not
tell you that there is already
considerable resentment with-
in the Shiv Sena. 

Uddhav Thackeray will
not continue in his post for
long,” Rane said.   
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boost during the last five years.
There was an urgent need

for strengthening the physical
infrastructure of Assam as it was
the largest among the eight
northeastern states, with a pop-
ulation of 33 million and area of
78 thousand square kilometre,
the governor said.  In the face of
growing urban population and
rising urban infrastructural
needs, solutions like planning
newer modes of transportation
systems especially for congested
areas has become the need of the
hour, he added.
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ADelhi court on Tuesday
sent Sharjeel  Imam,

named as an “instigator” by
the Delhi Police in its
chargesheet for violent
protests against the
Citizenship Amendment Act
(CAA) at New Friends’
Colony here last year, to judi-
cial custody till March 3.

It  stated that it  had
attached CCTV footage, call
detail records and statements
of over 100 witnesses as evi-
dence in the chargesheet.
Imam was arrested on sedition
charges last month in a sepa-
rate case.

Earlier on Monday, the
court had sent Imam to one-
day custody of the Delhi
Police in the case as it want-
ed to quiz him because an
accused — Furkan — in the
December 15, 2019 violence
case has alleged in his disclo-
sure that he was provoked by
Imam’s speeches.

The police had earlier told
the court that Furkan was
arrested on the basis of a
CCTV footage which showed
him carrying a container
allegedly containing petrol.
Four people were arrested in
the case on December 16 and
sent to judicial custody.
Furkan was arrested later.
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Aam Aadmi Party (AAP)
MLA from Greater Kailash

Saurabh Bhardwaj has said
recitation of “Sunder Kaand” (a
chapter in Tulsidas’
Ramcharitmanas, which talks
about Lord Hanuman’s visit to
Lanka) will be held on the first
Tuesday of every month in dif-
ferent areas of his constituen-
cy to seek the blessings of
Lord Hanuman and Lord Ram.

Bhardwaj said advance
bookings have been made and
sponsors are ready for the
scheduled programmes.

Speaking to PTI on the
issue, Bhardwaj said he has the
freedom to practise his religion.  

“I am a Hindu. Arvind
Kejriwal is a Hindu. Nobody
can deny this fact. I have reli-

gious freedom. If I am getting
Sunder Kaand recital done, it
does not make me less pro-
gressive.  Being progressive
does not mean you are an
atheist,” he said.

The AAP leader said he
was “just following his faith”
and have been doing it for long.

“Today there is no election
so it should not be seen as a

political thing. The controver-
sy was started after the BJP
questioned the Chief Minister’s
visit to Hanuman mandir,
although the temple priest
came on record to say he
(Kejriwal) has been visiting
the temple for years,” he said.

Also, Bhardwaj targeted
the BJP and Congress leaders,
saying they may be fuming but

should be happy to be a part of
“Sunder Kaand Paath” irre-
spective of their religion. 

Meanwhile, Delhi BJP
spokesperson Praveen Shankar
Kapoor hit out at the AAP, say-
ing its attachment towards
Lord Hanuman was not a mat-
ter of religious faith, but a
“political melodrama”.

“We expect that the Aam
Aadmi Party which used to
play politics in favour of a par-
ticular religious community
will now work for all the reli-
gious communities of the soci-
ety during the next five years,”
said another BJP spokesperson
Ashok Goel Devraha.

Former Delhi Government
media adviser Nagendar
Sharma also termed Bhardwaj’s
announcement as “disappoint-
ing”. “Disappointed to see a
competent legislator with pro-
gressive outlook fall into the
fallacious trap of trying to
outdo BJP in its game,” he
tweeted.

Sharma, however, later
deleted the tweet, saying it

was leading to rumours and
“unnecessary interpretations”.

“My tweet was a suggestion
in good faith to my very close
friend @Saurabh_MLAgk,
whom I consider as my
younger brother, but since it
was leading to rumours and
unnecessary interpretation, I
have deleted it,” he said on
Twitter.

Party national convener
Kejriwal’s frequent visit to
Hanuman Temple during his
election campaign was trolled
by the BJP leaders and its
social media team. Kejriwal
had also recited ‘Hanuman
Chalisa’ during a TV pro-
gramme earlier this month.

Uttar Pradesh Chief
Minister Yogi Adityanath had
said during a poll rally, “Now
Kejriwal has started reciting the
‘Hanuman Chalisa’. In coming
days, you will see Owaisi recit-
ing the same. This will certainly
happen”. Delhi BJP unit presi-
dent Manoj Tiwari had called
Kejriwal a “nakli bhakt” (fake
worshipper). 
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The government sanctioned � 270 crore for Atal
Residential Schools being set up at all divisional head-
quarters. For roads, the government sanctioned �
2,305 crore for construction and its widening while
another � 3,524 crore was set aside for repairs of roads.

The government proposed � 400 crore for the con-
struction of courts, � 150 crore for construction of a
new building in Lucknow bench of Allahabad High
Court. 

In religious tourism sector, a total of � 85 crore
was allotted for tourist facilities across the state, � 10
crore for Tulsi Smarak Bhawan in Ayodhya, � 180
crore for setting up a cultural centre in Varanasi and
� 200 crore for Kashi Vishwanath corridor.

For minority welfare, the government sanc-
tioned � 783 crore for development of basic infra-
structure and another Rs 479 crore for education facil-
ities.  Through the budget, the government claimed
that it was estimating revenue saving of � 27,450.88
crores. 

Fiscal deficit of the state during 2020-21 was esti-
mated at around � 53,195.46 crore which is 2.97 per
cent of Gross State Domestic Product (GSDP) while
the state’s debt liability is estimated to be of 28.8 per
cent of GSDP.  
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efforts will be made to lay the foundation of Ganga
Expressway by the end of this year.

Yogi said that the budget focuses on higher edu-
cation to make UP as the focal point of education, and
thus the government is setting up new universities in
Saharanpur, Azamgarh, and Aligarh besides setting
up Atal Medical University in Lucknow. Budgetary
provisions have been made for National Law
University and Ayush University. 

The Chief Minister said that keeping in view the

farmers of the state, provisions have been made for
sharecroppers in the budget and Kisan Insurance will
also be provided to them.  

He said that the government’s priority is to address
the problem of potable water in Bundelkhand and
Vindhya regions. Besides, a provision has also been
made for maintenance of cow sheds for stray cattle
and to set up new cow shelters.
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made,” a source said.

The Labour Party MP had said despite having a
valid visa she was denied entry into India after she
landed at the airport here about 8.50 am from Dubai.
She was among a group of British MPs who issued
formal letters expressing concerns over the revoca-
tion of  Jammu & Kashmir’s special status under
Article 370 in August last year.

“We are gravely concerned at the announcement
by Indian Home Minister, Amit Shah, that Article 370
of the Indian Constitution, which grants special sta-
tus to Jammu & Kashmir, has been removed by
Presidential Order,” the Opposition MP had noted in
her letter to UK Foreign Secretary Dominic Raab. 

Abrahams reacted on Twitter, “Very disappoint-
ing that a friend can’t respectfully criticise another
friend.” Isn’t this the sign of a healthy democracy?”
She also posted a shot of her visa in a bid to prove
that it was valid till October.

She also said in a statement, “I presented myself
at the immigration desk with my documents includ-
ing my e-visa, had my photograph taken and then the
official looked at his screen and started shaking his
head. Then he told me my visa was rejected, took my
passport and disappeared for about 10 minutes. When
he came back he was very rude and aggressive, shout-
ing at me to ‘come with me’.” 

“I told him not to speak to me like that and was
then taken to a cordoned off area marked as a
Deportee Cell. He then ordered me to sit down and

I refused. I didn’t know what they might do or where
else they may take me, so I wanted people to see me.”
The politician said she rang a relative she was to stay
with, and he called the British High Commission.

“I’m prepared to let the fact that I’ve been treat-
ed like a criminal, and I hope they will let me visit
my family and friends,” Ms Abrahams had said.

Meanwhile, Congress leader Singhvi backed the
Government’s deportation of British lawmaker
Debbie Abrahams, saying she is not just an MP but
a “Pakistan proxy.”
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record 117.47 million tonnes. It is higher by 9.67 mil-
lion tonnes than the five years’ average production of
107.80 million tonnes. Production of wheat during
2019-20 is estimated at record 106.21 million tonnes.
It is higher by 2.61 million tonnes as compared to
wheat production during 2018-19 and is higher by
11.60 million tonnes than the average wheat pro-
duction of 94.61 million tonnes. 

Total Pulses production during 2019-20 is esti-
mated at 23.02 million tonnes which is higher by 2.76
million tonnes than the five years’ average produc-
tion of 20.26 million tonnes. Production of
nutri/coarse cereals estimated at 45.24 million tonnes,
which is higher by 2.18 million tonnes than the pro-
duction of 43.06 million tonnes achieved during 2018-
19. Further, it is also higher by 2.16 million tonnes
than the average production. Total production of
Sugarcane in the country during 2019-20 is estimat-
ed at 353.85 million tonnes. The production of sug-
arcane during 2019-20 is higher by 4.07 million tonnes
than the average sugarcane production of 349.78 mil-
lion tonnes.

Production of cotton is estimated at 34.89 mil-
lion bales (of 170 kg each) is higher by 6.85 million
bales than the production of 28.04 million bales dur-
ing 2018-19. Production of jute and mesta is estimated
at 9.81 million bales (of 180 kg each).

>�*/�6�=?��

����� �	
��	��

The Central Government
has renamed Institute for

Defence Studies and Analyses
(IDSA), a Government think
tank, as Manohar Parrikar
Institute for Defence Studies
and Analyses in order to “hon-
our the commitment and lega-
cy” of the late Defence Minister.
The IDSA is a non-partisan,
autonomous body dedicated to
objective research and policy-
relevant studies on all aspects
of defence and security.

Parrikar was Defence
Minister from November 9,
2014 to March 14, 2017. He

died last year due to pancreat-
ic cancer. He steered the
Defence Ministry “through the
tough challenges of attacks like
Pathankot and Uri and
responded to these with exem-
plary boldness,” said a
Government statement on
Tuesday while announcing the
decision to rename the IDSA.

“An epitome of integrity
and dedication in public life,
throughout his career, late
Parrikar showed a tremendous
fighting spirit, taking on the
odds with fearlessness,” the
statement noted.

When Parrikar was the
Defence Minister, India wit-

nessed a series of decisions that
“enhanced its security capaci-
ties, boosted indigenous
defence production and bet-
tered the lives of ex-service-
men”, it said. 

His biggest contribution
was towards the implementa-
tion of long-standing One
Rank One Pension (OROP)
demand for the Armed forces,
the statement said. 

The renaming of the IDSA
will align the vision and aspi-
ration of the premier defence
institute with the contribution
of the former Raksha Mantri,
said the statement. 

Goa Chief Minister

Pramod Sawant said, “I wel-
come the decision of Defence
Ministry to rename IDSA as
‘Manohar Parrikar Institute for
Defence Studies and Analyses’,
honoring Manohar bhai’s
tremendous contribution as
Defence Minister of India.”

Parrikar’s son Utpal termed
the renaming of the IDSA after
his late father as a “proud
moment.” He said naming of
such a prestigious and impor-
tant institute (IDSA) of the
country after a Goan is a
“proud moment for every one
of us.”  He also said only avid
followers of Indian defence
will get a hint about the mag-
nitude of the Central
Government’s accomplishment
in the field of defence adding,
“I am happy that my father
played a significant role in this
in his short stint as the raksha
mantri (Union Defence
Minister).” 



One of the keys to improving
Centre-State relations and
ensuring development is even-
handed and judicious distrib-
ution of tax revenue and other

forms of earning between the federal and
State Governments. The Finance
Commission of India is a unique consti-
tutional body that is periodically set up
under Article 280 of the Constitution to
define financial relations between the
Central and State Governments. It lays
down a set of principles that determines the
method and formula for the distribution
of tax proceeds between both
Governments. 

A majority of the taxes such as
Customs duty, income tax, service tax and
Central excise are collected by the Centre.
States were given the mandate to provide
economic and social services to the peo-
ple. They are empowered to levy income
tax on agricultural earnings, professional
tax, value added tax (VAT), State excise
duty, land revenue and stamp duty. Hence,
the Finance Commission was created to
address issues of vertical and horizontal
imbalances of federal finances in India. 

The 15th Finance Commission, which
was established to decide on the devolu-
tion of taxes and other receipts to the
Centre and States for the next five years
beginning April 2020, submitted its recom-
mendations before the Central
Government last December. The
Commission used the population data of
2011 while making its recommendations
and for the first time, in addition to income
distance, population and area and forest
cover, it used two additional factors —
demographic performance and tax effort
— to determine the tax pool of States.

The Commisson’s usage of the 2011
population figures gave rise to considerable
controversies. While the 14th Finance
Commission had taken the 1971 census as
the base with a weightage of 17.5 per cent
and assigned a weightage of 10 per cent to
the 2011 population figures, the present one
has kept the weightage of 2011 population
at 15 per cent and has given additional 12.5
per cent to demographic performance. The
use of 2011 data has benefitted some States
like Uttar Pradesh and Bihar while others
have been disadvantaged. 

Most States in southern India, except
Tamil Nadu, feel that they are suffering
because of their policy of population con-
trol. They believe they will get a smaller
share of the pie if the population dispen-
sation is applied. However, according to the
Economic Survey, 2016, inter-State labour
mobility averaged 5-6.5 million people
between 2001 and 2011, yielding an inter-
State migrant population of about 60 mil-
lion and an inter-district migration as high
as 80 million. Apart from the southern
States, Assam, Goa, Himachal Pradesh,
Odisha, Punjab and West Bengal, too, saw

a dip in population compared
to the 1971 census. The 15th
Finance Commission was crit-
ical of the Union and State
Governments’ tendency to
finance spending through off-
budget borrowings, too. On
this front, it called upon both to
phase out off-budget liabilities. 

Irrespective of the sur-
rounding controversies, the
Commission made it clear
that it wants to play a key role
in fostering sustainable devel-
opment. It must be noted that
the 14th Commission had
accepted it as a criterion to
determine the share of taxes to
various States. This is why
“forest cover” was assigned
7.5 per cent weightage. The
15th Finance Commission
sought to raise the area cover
to 10 per cent in order to
reward States that have “pro-
vided ecological services” to
the country. 

However, it is distressing
that none of the States has been
liberal in granting funds to the
forest department commen-
surate to the contribution the
forests have made in getting
funds. The enhancement of
funds to States — from 7.5 per
cent to 10 per cent — if imple-
mented, can go a long way in
protecting the country’s ecolog-
ical frontiers. This can also lead

to the economic well-being of
the people and the country and
help consolidate forest
resources as well.

The importance of the
maintenance of forest-like
buildings and roads was first
recognised by the 13th Finance
Commission, which earmarked
�1,000 crore and called upon
the States to manage ecology,
environment and climate
change, consistent with sustain-
able development. This fund
was kept at the disposal of the
Government of India and was
released to States on a project
basis. This helped a great deal
in maintaining forests across
the country. 

However,  the actual
spending on forests by States,
after the 14th Finance
Commission grants, has not
been very encouraging when
compared to the intention of
the criterion to strengthen
forest cover base. The State of
Forest Report 2019 released by
the Forest Survey of India
recorded a marginal increase
of 5,188 sq km in total forest
and tree cover in the country.
However, it gave a dismal
picture in tribal areas (where
the forest cover has gone
down by 741 sq km). With
regard to the disappearance of
higher girth class trees in

forests due to poor regenera-
tion and protection, the
report, if examined critically,
indicates the urgent need to
spend money on natural
forests. Yet another important
issue that needs to be dealt
with is to address the concern
of States, which have less for-
est cover. We need to step up
efforts to cover more areas
through agroforestry, farm
forestry, block plantations,
urban and peri-urban forestry
among other efforts. 

Efficient fiscal manage-
ment goals of the Commission
cannot be achieved unless we
have an effective monitoring
system in place. The 15th
Finance Commission should
follow the pattern of the 13th
Finance Commission, which
recommend inter alia that a
portion of the divisible pool of
tax within the forest criterion
should be retained with the
Government of India to be
sanctioned by the Ministry of
Finance and Environment,
Forest and Climate Change, for
the maintenance of forests. 

It would be appropriate to
ensure third-party monitoring
of the use of the grant to
States so that misuse or arbi-
trary or unauthorised use of
the funds can be checked.
Further, for monitoring and

evaluation of the works under-
taken through the Finance
Commission Awards, States
should opt for certification of
forests. This can help promote
sustainable forest management
and at the same time provide
space for international markets
for procurement of forest
products. 

Further, the Commission
should put a complete ban on
the freebie culture of politicians,
who are more interested in
votebank politics. If need be, it
must ask the Government to
amend the Constitution. The
Prime Minister must think
about curbing the freebie cul-
ture sooner than later. At the
same time, the Election
Commission must ensure polit-
ical consensus on this. A group
of retired forest officers had
sought time from the Chairman
of the Finance Commission to
submit a memorandum on
these issues so that the
Commission’s own recommen-
dations lead to desired effects
on the country’s economy and
on conservation of forests,
water and bio-diversity. A for-
est governance policy must pay
attention to the multiple ways
in which our green cover is
valuable. 

(The writer is a retired 
civil servant)
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Sir — The forthcoming visit of
Donald Trump to India is unique
not only because this will be his
first since he became the US
President but also because it comes
soon after his acquittal in the
impeachment trial by the US
Senate. Besides, he is also one of the
frontrunners for the US elections
later this year and enjoys record-
high popularity back home.

Relations between the US
and India have seen an upswing
in recent years. The US consid-
ers India a key player in the Indo-
Pacific region. Bilateral trade,
both goods and services, touched
$142 billion in 2018. But there’s
a lot that is left to be desired and
worked on. 

Importantly, Trump consid-
ers India to be among those
nations taking trade advantage of
the US. Since long, America has
been averse to India’s intellectu-
al policy legal framework and
some investment restrictions.
India, on the other hand, believes
that under Trump’s presidency,
the US has taken a more rigid
stance;  new tariffs have been
introduced for new products. 

But both nations have a com-

mon agenda too: To challenge a
rising and aggressive China and
create a new rules-based order in
East Asia. Challenges faced by
both are entirely different in
nature and it’s difficult to find
common ground. Yet, both
nations must unite and plan the

way forward strategically. A “mini
trade” deal may not help iron out
differences but is of utmost
importance for India, given its
economy is in the midst of a 
slowdown at the moment.

Ganapathi Bhat
Akola
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Sir — This refers to the editorial,
“Lead from the front” (February
18). The Supreme Court’s ruling,
asking the Government to ensure
that all women officers are given

permanent commission besides
making them eligible for com-
mand posting at par with male
officers, is historic. 

It’s shocking that despite the
Army facing shortage of officers
in support services, it let go of
trained women officers. Time
and again women have proved
their mettle in all spheres. They
are not in any way inferior to male
counterparts. It’s about time that
we realise and acknowledge their
contribution wholeheartedly and
give them their due respect. 

Bal Govind
Noida
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Sir — It is shameful that more than
60 girl students were forced to strip
in an administrative check about
whether they were menstruating
or not at a college in Gujarat’s Bhuj.
The Government needs to keep a
check on the norms laid down
and take action against them.
There should be uniformity in pol-
icy and rules.

Shashi
Via email
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In 2019, the Global Preparedness Monitoring
Board said that the world was not prepared for
the next big pandemic, which could potentially

spread between continents in 36 hours and kill up
to 80 million people. It pointed out that the climate
crisis, global migration and humanitarian conflicts
were all breeding grounds for newer outbreaks. The
Coronavirus took us by surprise, simultaneously
pointing out that systems of the past decade might
not be effective in tackling challenges that are tak-
ing novel shapes and forms. With one of the largest
populations and widening socio-economic divides,
India is vulnerable to contagions. Experts claim that
this susceptibility hasn’t changed much in the last
100 years, when India was one of the countries worst
hit by the Spanish Influenza in 1918. We have been
struggling to contain influenza and encephalitis out-
breaks for the last four decades. There is a pressing
need to overhaul how we respond to outbreaks, both
globally and in India, keeping technology at the cen-
tre. Coronavirus’ example itself shows that it was two
Artificial Intelligence (AI)-enabled enterprises,
BlueDot and Metabiota, that provided the key and
life-saving insights into the containment of this viral
eruption. By using Natural Language Processing
(NLP), BlueDot sifts through and analyses over
10,000 articles in 65 languages, including foreign
news reports, plants and animal disease networks
and official proclamations, to issue warnings. It was
able to catch and warn about the impending out-
break days before the official announcement was
made. Similarly, Metabiota applied AI to the used
travel itineraries and flight patterns to determine the
likely spread of the disease. It was accurate insofar
as it predicted that South Korea, Japan, Taiwan and
Thailand had the highest risk of the viral outbreak. 

AI for comprehensive disease surveillance: As
epidemics spread in phases from introduction to
amplification and finally contained transmission, the
response and sequence of interventions flow accord-
ingly. Even before diseases erupt, a public health sys-
tem attempts to anticipate new and re-emerging dis-
ease through early detection. Thereafter, the response
strategy changes to containment, control and mit-
igation, followed by re-focus on eradication. Creating
a technology-based intervention into pandemic man-
agement also needs to consider the response strate-
gies commensurate with the stage of epidemical evo-
lution. 

However, technologies have a critical and more
successful role to play in some phases of the response
cycle as opposed to others. One such is prediction
and early warnings, for which integrated disease sur-
veillance programmes exist both in the public and
private sectors. These surveillance strategies include
Event-Based Surveillance (EBS) and Risk Modelling.
EBS systems use unstructured data from multiple
sources like internet, official reports, social media
and so on, to detect and trace the evidence of an
emerging threat and overlay it with traditional sur-
veillance systems to issue public health warnings and
formulate mitigation strategies. The Global Public
Health Intelligence Network (GPHIN), and
HealthMap, an automated electronic information
system, are EBS tools that use NLP, text processing
algorithms and Machine Learning (ML). These can
increase the speed of identifying signs, filtering infor-
mation, enhance capacity for consuming informa-
tion and increase accuracy manifold. 

The Program for Monitoring Emerging Diseases
(ProMED), Medical Information System (MedISys)
and Pattern-based Understanding and Learning
System (PULS) are similar EBS tools. These systems
are proving absolutely essential in disseminating
information at breakneck speed, characterising trans-
missibility patterns, contagiousness, illnesses and

deaths caused by the pathogen, aiding
quicker emergency response. Risk mod-
elling uses statistical tools to characterise
and identify factors in populations or indi-
viduals that enhance their vulnerabilities
to contracting a particular disease.
Overlaying this data with open source
internet data and climate data accounting
for presence, distribution and movement
of pathogens can help identify correlations
that were invisible to us before. For
example, in China, the cases of hand, foot
and mouth disease in children were best
predicted by AI models that utilised data
on weekly temperature and precipitation
as well as data on disease-related queries
from the Chinese Baidu search engine.

Compared to these, India’s Integrated
Disease Surveillance Programme (IDSP)
uses manual surveillance, where data on
some 24 epidemic-prone diseases is col-
lected on a weekly basis at the primary
health centre level and reported upwards.
Whenever there is a rising trend of illness-
es in any area, it is investigated by the
Rapid Response Teams (RRT) to diagnose
and control the outbreak. This system is
slow and doesn’t use any risk modelling
for predictions. A study by the Indian
Institute of Public Health, Hyderabad in
2016 pointed out that this procedure suf-
fered a time lag from anything between
three to 64 days. 

The Media Scanning and Verification
Cell of the IDSP was established in 2008
for early warning signals through media
reports. However, this activity is limited
to manually scanning newspapers/elec-
tronic media. Some technologically-adept
States use Google alerts to automate the
process. Needless to say, State media ver-
ification cells are unable to exhaustively
scan all media sources with the swiftness
that’s needed to respond to outbreaks. The
Health Ministry is piloting an Integrated
Health Information Platform (IHIP) that
can enable near real-time data reporting
and hopes to apply modelling and GIS
tools to enhance the IDSP. There exists
immense scope for integrating emerging
technologies within the IHIP platform. But

at present these discussions are nascent. 
Focussing on holistic pandemic

management: While most technology
applications in pandemic response are lim-
ited to surveillance, there is a dire need to
identify intervention areas in overall pan-
demic management. AI can not only help
us predict where the disease might be trav-
elling to, but it can also offer insights into
how people take up health services dur-
ing emergencies. Accounting for health-
seeking behaviours in designing response
strategies can substantially boost effective-
ness and success of responses. 

Learning from behavioural data, ML
models can identify less obvious patterns
in human behaviour and disease transmis-
sion, which could enable a targetted
response. This is called infodemiology,
where you can integrate internet data into
public health informatics to examine
individual health-seeking patterns during
emergencies. Google Trends Data as well
as more-specific Google Dengue Trends
have also been used by researchers to
develop a holistic understanding of behav-
ioural aspects of citizen response to pan-
demics. Such insights can be used to deter-
mine where health services are imperative
to be delivered in times of shortages that
mandate trade-offs. In a more mature sys-
tem, one would also be able to determine
if an individual or a group of people is like-
ly to change its location, go out and seek
formal assistance, or if they will adhere to
treatment routines — all insights that can
help authorities make better decisions. 

AI-assisted genomics research is
slowly emerging to be a game changer in
the rapid development of treatments and
vaccines for contemporary infections.
Baidu has developed an algorithm that can
significantly speed up RNA structure pre-
diction and subsequently unlock the key
to the virus. Developing models that can
match patterns embedded in the viral
genomes to their animal host and vectors
that carry the virus can be a breakthrough
in narrowing the search for diseases. This
can lead to early interventions in control-
ling disease upsurge or preventing their

emergence altogether. 
Building blocks for AI in pandem-

ic response: Building a comprehensive
and accurate surveillance system requires
massive amounts of quality data from dif-
ferent sources. Meteorological data, for
instance, needs to be overlaid with vector-
movements and population mobility data
to accurately identify hotspots for out-
breaks. This requires Government depart-
ments coming together in mission-mode
and pooling their data into one consoli-
dated programme. It also requires AI-
enabled technologies to be integrated into
existing workflows for pandemic manage-
ment and creation of new protocols with
adequate capacity-building, so its benefits
can flow to all levels. 

As pandemics are not constrained by
national boundaries, a global surveillance
system is imperative, something where
multilaterals like the WHO and  interna-
tional foundations can play a catalytic role.
Nations need to be propelled to make dis-
ease information public and if possible
move towards interoperable surveillance
networks that can communicate with their
global counterparts. 

Can AI fight the next Coronavirus is
a question up for debate. But it can bol-
ster our capacity to respond substantial-
ly, especially in disease pre-emption,
design of accurate interventions and in
some cases with more research investment,
even prevention of outbreaks. 

Therefore, in a fight against outbreaks
— one that the global community is not
winning — channelising the power of data
through AI can be the perfect weapon.
Coronavirus and the swiftness that AI-
enabled solutions showed here were nec-
essary proof of the concept to incentivise
greater resources and collaborations in AI-
assisted outbreak management. Now it is
upon governments and multilaterals to
lead the way in mobilising AI against the
next virus. 

(Verma is a lawyer and public policy
consultant and Sharma is a software engi-
neer. Both work with the International
Innovation Corps, University of Chicago.)
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Many people are writing off the
135-year-old Congress Party
after its dismal performance

in the just-concluded Delhi Assembly
elections. This is because the grand old
party has suffered one setback after the
other since 2014, though there were
some good patches in between. Now,
critical questions are being raised
over its survival that need to be
answered by Congressmen. This is not
the first time that the party is facing
such a crisis. In its long history, the

Congress has been written off many
times by its opponents. However,
every time it rose like a phoenix from
the ashes and came back to power. 

The slide began in 1967 when the
party lost many States. After the 1969
split, Indira Gandhi emerged success-
ful in the 1971 mid-term poll.
However, after the defeat of Indira in
1977, the party was written off. But it
rallied again in 1980 and continued to
rule till 1989. After VP Singh chal-
lenged Rajiv Gandhi in 1989, there
were apprehensions about the
Congress’ survival but in 1991 the
party came back to power at the head
of a coalition, though it could not
retain power for long. 

In 1998, Sonia Gandhi  took over
the Congress amid panic in the party
that it would perish. When no one
expected the Sonia-led Congress to
succeed, she formed the United
Progressive Alliance (UPA) and cap-

tured power in 2004. After 10 years of
the UPA’s rule, the party faced its worst-
ever humiliation when it got just 44
seats in 2014 and  52 seats in the 2019
Lok Sabha polls. 

Now, once again, the Congress is
being written off. No doubt the party
is going through one of its worst exis-
tential and leadership crises right
now. Thankfully, the Congress has
always performed well in States where
regional strongmen were given the job
of handling the elections. The
Maharashtra and Haryana polls proved
this fact in recent times. That said, is
that enough for the party to remain rel-
evant? From ruling the Centre and a
majority of States in the ‘60s and ‘70s,
the Congress has now been pushed
into a corner with its governments in
a measly five States. When the
Narendra Modi Government stormed
to power in 2014, many thought that
the Congress would eventually recov-

er but it has only declined further as
it had failed to gauge the mood of the
public and turn it into electoral suc-
cess. Last year’s electoral victories in
Rajasthan, Madhya Pradesh and
Chhattisgarh apart, the Congress has
witnessed gradual decay in its State
units in West Bengal, Tamil Nadu,
Uttar Pradesh (UP), Bihar, Odisha,
Andhra Pradesh, Telangana and Delhi.
Today, the Congress is ruthlessly crit-
icised and mocked because of its
determination to cling to the Nehru-
Gandhi family. 

The BJP has vowed to create a
“Congress-mukt Bharat” but an
Opposition is not bad, even for the rul-
ing party in a democracy, as the late
Atal Bihari Vajpayee used to say. One
party rule is not what our founding
fathers visualised. Some analysts argue
that the collapse of the Congress as a
national alternative to the BJP creates
a political vacuum. It is not as if there

is no base for the Congress despite the
slide, as it is the only party, apart from
the BJP, with a national presence. Even
in its worst defeat the Congress man-
aged to get 19.6 per cent of the
national vote; about 117 million peo-
ple voted for it in 2019. It must build
on this base. 

The decline of the Congress is of
its own making. Its dependence on one
family, its high command and coterie
culture, loss of connect with grassroot
workers, lack of an organisational
structure, poor communication skills,
disconnect with the aspirations of vot-
ers and living in its past glory, have all
led to its downfall. Moreover, the BJP
has emerged as an alternative to the
Congress at the national level, while in
some States the regional satraps have
usurped the Congress’ space. Since the
party refuses to move out from under
the shadow of the Gandhis, it is for the
family to fill the leadership vacuum

and fight to get back its political space.
They must find the right formula to do
this, fast. 

It is too soon to write an obituary
of the Congress. The grand old party
is like an ancient banyan tree. Its roots
are deep and in many States. All that
the Congress needs is a charismatic
leader and a vote catcher who could
reinvent and revive the party. Did not
the then UK Prime Minister Tony Blair
reinvent the Labour party and called
it the New Labour? 

It is time the Congress wakes up,
defines its ideology, strengthens State
units, faces the challenge of regional-
ism and reclaims its lost space. It was
an umbrella party at one time giving
space to all shades of opinions and ide-
ologies — the Right, Left and the
Centre — and despite many splits it has
survived so far. So there is no reason
why it cannot do so in the future. 

(The writer is a senior journalist)
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Equity benchmark indices
Sensex and Nifty settled

with losses for the fourth
straight session on Tuesday as
the ongoing AGR issue
weighed on telecom and finan-
cial stocks. After trading in the
deep red for a better part of the
session, the BSE gauge Sensex
reclaimed most of its lost
ground towards the fag-end. At
the closing bell, the index was
down 161.31 points or 0.39 per
cent at 40,894.38.

Intra-day, the Sensex fell
over 444 points and touched
the day’s low of 40,610.95. The
NSE barometer Nifty too
staged a late recovery from the
day’s low and settled at
11,992.50, showing a fall of
53.30 points or 0.44 per cent.

On the Sensex chart, Bharti
Airtel was the biggest loser with
nearly 3 per cent drop in its
share price. It was followed by
IndusInd Bank, Maruti Suzuki,
HeroMoto Corp and Tata Steel.
The Supreme Court on
Monday refused to stop the
telecom department from tak-
ing any coercive steps for recov-
ery of dues from Vodafone
Idea. Shares of Vodafone Idea
on Tuesday tanked more than
16 per cent in intra-day trade
due to rating downgrade on
AGR dues and other issues of
the company.

Reliance Industries

declined nearly 1 per cent after
it announced  consolidation of
all its media and distribution
businesses under flagship
‘Network18’. The three group
entities namely Hathway Cable
& Datacom, Den Networks
and TV18 Broadcast — which
would be merged into
Network18 — rose by 20 per
cent, 9.98 per cent and 14.7 per
cent, respectively.

“Market sentiment contin-
ued to be hit by Covid-19 after
the issue of warning note from
a key global MNC regarding
the sales impact. Global weak-
ness is expected to hurt domes-
tic market as high valuation
and low economic growth is
not supportive,” Vinod Nair,
Head of Research at Geojit
Financial Services commented.

Also, the huge govern-
ment dues to be paid by tele-
com sector will keep banking
stocks volatile impacting the
market performance, Nair
added. In contrast, SBI,
Infosys, PowerGrid, Tech
Mahindra and TCS featured
among major gainers.
Sectorally, BSE telecom index
suffered the most by shedding
over 4 per cent. Other top lag-
gards included metal, auto and
realty indices. In the broader
market, BSE midcap and
smallcap indices underper-
formed the benchmark, drop-
ping by 0.6 per cent and 0.45
per cent, respectively.
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Amid talks of the govern-
ment mulling encashing of

bank guarantee over default in
payment of dues, Vodafone
Idea Chairman Kumar
Mangalam Birla on Tuesday
met Telecom Secretary Anshu
Prakash as he looked for
options to keep the company
afloat. After the meeting, Birla
said he “cannot say anything at
the moment.”

Birla, who met the telecom
secretary for over an hour, was
accompanied by Ravinder
Takkar, MD & CEO of
Vodafone Idea. He refused to
respond to queries on whether
or not Vodafone Idea Ltd (VIL)
would default on payment of
AGR dues or if the company
could head towards insolven-
cy. Vodafone Idea on Monday
paid Rs 2,500 crore to DoT and
promised to pay another Rs
1,000 crore before the end of
the week.

But the amount paid for
now is less than 5 per cent of
the dues that the DoT estimates
the company owes to the gov-
ernment following a Supreme
Court ruling that asked for
including non-telecom rev-
enues of telcos in computing
statutory payments such as
licence fee and spectrum
charges. The Supreme Court on
Monday refused to stop DoT

from taking any coercive steps
for recovery of dues from
Vodafone Idea. In December,
Birla said Vodafone Idea may
have to shut if there is no relief
on statutory dues. “If we are not
getting anything, then I think
it is the end of the story for
Vodafone Idea,” Birla had said.
“It does not make sense to put
good money after bad... We will
shut shop.” 

After a Supreme Court rap
on February 14 for missing the
payment deadline, top tele-
com firms Bharti Airtel,
Vodafone Idea and Tata
Teleservices on Monday scram-
bled to pay a part of the out-
standing dues. While Vodafone
Idea put in Rs 2,500 crore and
promised another Rs 1,000
crore later this week, Airtel paid
Rs 10,000 crore. 

Airtel said it will clear the
remaining dues before the next

date of hearing on March 17
but Vodafone Idea has so far
not provided a clear deadline
for making all payments. Tata
Teleservices paid Rs 2,197
crore, the entire outstanding it
believes to have arisen after the
October ruling of the apex
court for calculating dues after
adding non-telecom revenues.

“Tata Teleservices and Tata
Teleservices (Maharashtra) Ltd
have made a payment of Rs
2,197 crore to the DoT towards
licence fee and spectrum usage
charges,” the company said in
a statement on Monday. The
payment is to settle all its AGR
outstanding. “TTSL and TTML
have also submitted to DoT the
details of calculations in sup-
port of the payment,” it had
said. The Department of
Telecommunications (DoT) —
which last week drew flak for
ordering no coercive action

even after telcos missed the
January 23 payment deadline
set by the Supreme Court — is
mulling the option of encash-
ing bank guarantees given by
firms when they got telecom
licences, as none of the telcos
have paid the full amount.

Encashing of the bank
guarantees may sound the
death knell for companies such
as Vodafone Idea which has
been struggling to garner the
dues. A financial bank guar-
antee is equal to two quarters
of licence fee and other dues.
This amount could be in the
range of Rs 5,000 crore each for
Airtel and Vodafone Idea.

The Supreme Court last
week rejected a plea by com-
panies such as Bharti Airtel and
Vodafone Idea for extension in
the payment schedule and
asked them to deposit an esti-
mated Rs 1.47 lakh crore in
past dues for spectrum and
licences. It threatened to initi-
ate contempt proceedings
against top executives of these
firms for non-payment. Some
telecom firms are already strug-
gling with mounting losses
and debt and the additional lia-
bility has raised concerns of
them defaulting on existing
loans. Of the estimated dues
that include interest and penal-
ty for late payments, Airtel and
Vodafone Idea owe about 60
per cent.

New Delhi (PTI): Companies
in India are projected to dole
out an average salary hike of 9.1
per cent this year, the highest
level in the Asia Pacific region,
as they look for key talent and
niche skills, says a report.
However, the quantum is lower
than 9.3 per cent increase seen
in 2019 and also the lowest in
a decade. Leading HR consul-
tancy Aon’s annual salary hike
survey released on Tuesday
also showed that around 39 per
cent of the companies sur-
veyed are expected to give as
much as 10 per cent increase in
pay. The results are based on
responses from over 1,000
organisations spread across
more than 20 industries.

In the Asia-Pacific region,
India is expected to dole out the
highest salary hike at 9.1 per
cent, followed by China at 6.3
per cent this year. For India, the
previous lowest quantum of
hike was 6.6 per cent in 2009,
as per Aon. As per the survey,
Philippines is anticipated to see
a salary rise of 5.8 per cent, fol-
lowed by Malaysia (5.3 per
cent), Singapore (3.8 per cent)
and Australia (3.1 per cent) in
2020. “Despite economic chal-
lenges in 2019, organisations in
India are taking a positive
view. Pay increases in India
continue to be the highest in
the region,” Tzeitel Fernandes,
Partner (Rewards Solutions) at
Aon told reporters here.
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New Delhi (PTI): Start-ups
backed by private equity and
venture capital investors creat-
ed more than 26 lakh employ-
ment opportunities in 2019, an
increase of 27 per cent from the
preceding year, according to a
report. Such start-ups had cre-
ated 20.5 lakh direct and indi-
rect jobs in 2018 and 16.5 lakh
employment opportunities in
2017.

“Private equity or venture
capital (PE/VC) investments
are not only creating direct and
indirect jobs, but also bubbling
up newer fast-growing job
segments such as professional
services, freelancers, delivery
and driver partners,” the report
noted. The report was pre-
pared by Indian Private Equity
and Venture Capital
Association (IVCA) in part-
nership with Zinnov, a global
management and strategy con-
sulting firm. It noted that tech-
nology-led solutions are touch-
ing the lives of Indians in the
remotest corners of the coun-
try and also across income seg-
ments because alternative
investment funds are focused
on Indian market too.

The report was developed
to understand the value creat-
ed by venture capital and pri-
vate equity investors through
technology and technology-
enabled start-ups in India.
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Script Open High Low LTP
INDUSINDBK 1174.00 1174.05 1109.20 1144.15
TATACHEM 756.00 756.55 743.20 750.00
BHARTIARTL 564.00 568.60 537.65 547.75
MUTHOOTFIN 872.20 898.00 846.40 869.00
RELIANCE 1479.00 1479.00 1458.00 1466.10
IDEA 3.28 3.28 2.83 3.03
SBIN 315.90 319.00 309.50 317.60
HDFC 2346.00 2346.00 2304.25 2323.15
YESBANK 37.45 37.55 33.70 35.05
TATASTEEL 434.60 434.75 421.35 431.65
TATAMOTORS 168.40 168.40 158.60 161.60
DMART 2330.00 2386.00 2307.35 2365.30
IBULHSGFIN 308.05 308.70 293.45 300.00
LICHSGFIN 382.00 382.45 354.50 363.65
MARUTI 6922.15 6934.50 6701.00 6772.00
HCLTECH 614.00 615.65 605.00 607.00
TCS 2209.90 2221.35 2186.75 2215.30
NCC 42.70 42.70 37.70 41.45
ICICIBANK 541.00 543.15 536.15 541.30
APOLLOHOSP 1728.70 1783.30 1706.65 1775.35
RBLBANK 307.25 308.05 292.25 302.05
MIDHANI 228.00 237.30 214.00 219.10
LT 1281.00 1289.65 1266.65 1286.25
TATAGLOBAL 380.90 386.25 373.40 382.05
ABBOTINDIA 14671.65 15650.00 14550.00 15456.95
INFRATEL 235.00 236.10 200.70 210.10
HDFCBANK 1215.00 1218.00 1204.00 1213.55
PRSMJOHNSN 63.55 64.95 63.20 63.70
AXISBANK 737.60 737.60 724.65 733.40
HDFCAMC 3240.00 3246.75 3183.55 3220.35
POWERGRID 183.00 185.90 181.00 185.00
JSWSTEEL 289.05 289.05 281.10 284.85
IRCON 522.30 564.00 511.00 555.70
MGL 1134.00 1174.60 1118.00 1137.60
ULTRACEMCO 4464.00 4486.40 4371.95 4469.40
BAJAJFINSV 9500.15 9559.40 9438.05 9530.75
BAJFINANCE 4777.05 4777.05 4704.00 4753.05
HINDUNILVR 2260.00 2260.00 2222.15 2232.90
ACC 1422.05 1427.00 1403.25 1422.05
BANKBARODA 82.25 82.30 78.15 81.05
ONGC 100.30 100.30 96.60 99.25
COALINDIA 169.30 174.00 165.00 172.15
DLF 217.00 219.25 216.60 218.15
JINDALSTEL 189.00 189.15 181.85 185.20
ASIANPAINT 1880.00 1884.80 1862.00 1863.30
TATAELXSI 985.95 991.65 936.00 968.05
BPCL 460.65 472.35 456.50 470.70
TITAN 1317.00 1318.40 1302.00 1311.10
BATAINDIA 1785.00 1817.80 1785.00 1797.45
ITC 204.95 204.95 200.30 203.90
INFY 787.00 798.90 783.30 797.45
ZEEL 240.30 247.10 238.65 245.55
KOTAKBANK 1691.00 1699.00 1678.80 1691.05
BALKRISIND 1270.00 1273.45 1228.95 1238.25
IGL 467.00 479.80 462.00 470.70
JUSTDIAL 505.85 505.85 480.50 488.95
CIPLA 434.55 437.50 428.50 435.65
NIITTECH 1830.00 1853.75 1808.00 1849.05
TV18BRDCST 27.90 30.10 27.35 28.85
MANAPPURAM 169.80 171.35 166.75 170.55
COLPAL 1331.00 1332.75 1306.80 1325.20
AUROPHARMA 491.45 502.80 482.50 500.20
PEL 1533.00 1533.00 1473.95 1522.30
DEEPAKNI 454.20 491.55 432.00 482.55
ESCORTS 885.40 896.50 872.65 888.10
DELTACORP 155.70 155.70 146.65 149.95
BRITANNIA 3075.35 3075.35 3022.10 3065.70
NTPC 109.75 110.70 103.90 109.70
NAM-INDIA 377.80 394.50 366.00 391.65
ASHOKLEY 81.35 81.55 79.20 80.25
PNB 52.00 52.45 49.90 52.05
DRREDDY 3262.05 3281.90 3235.00 3250.20
BEML 915.00 915.00 871.95 876.55
IOC 111.75 115.10 110.45 112.70
STAR 502.40 502.40 483.20 487.85
SUNPHARMA 408.40 410.75 399.10 408.70
WOCKPHARMA 351.05 352.95 324.75 335.40
CANBK 174.80 174.80 167.65 172.90
BHEL 34.40 34.90 33.40 34.70
EICHERMOT 18698.80 18791.80 18360.75 18763.00
ADANIENT 251.80 251.85 245.40 249.40
INDIGO 1455.55 1479.00 1428.00 1470.15
MOTHERSUMI 122.85 124.35 116.60 123.35
IPCALAB 1378.00 1380.30 1307.00 1313.45
GODREJIND 405.00 420.15 403.50 417.95
SRTRANSFIN 1285.65 1285.65 1246.20 1274.75
HEROMOTOCO 2267.00 2280.20 2225.00 2253.40
CGCL 214.20 216.00 212.10 214.75
SBILIFE 913.00 921.00 907.10 916.00
JUBLFOOD 1844.70 1858.40 1812.70 1832.45
NAVINFLUOR 1195.05 1288.50 1195.00 1278.85
VEDL 142.40 142.40 137.55 140.60
PFC 126.40 128.30 123.20 127.70
TEAMLEASE 2430.00 2498.35 2335.35 2434.75
NESTLEIND 16555.00 16565.00 16375.00 16400.80
CEATLTD 1018.00 1063.00 998.15 1045.75
L&TFH 123.70 123.70 119.95 122.30
BIOCON 303.50 304.05 295.10 300.15
SRF 4161.00 4170.25 4125.00 4163.55
IDFCFIRSTB 38.80 38.80 37.80 38.45
FEDERALBNK 84.50 84.60 81.00 81.95
ADANIPOWER 56.00 57.10 55.30 56.70
DIVISLAB 2164.90 2180.40 2143.65 2176.45
LUPIN 711.00 711.40 694.20 705.80
RAJESHEXPO 726.00 726.00 706.00 714.50
HEXAWARE 368.00 393.60 366.50 384.90
UNIONBANK 46.80 46.80 40.20 43.30

TORNTPOWER 318.00 321.35 306.25 309.65
HDFCLIFE 564.10 565.10 556.10 562.60
BERGEPAINT 577.00 580.05 570.25 579.30
MFSL 491.75 505.50 486.65 502.35
SUNTV 476.00 480.90 464.55 471.70
BANDHANBNK 436.00 437.80 420.50 422.50
PAGEIND 22749.95 22900.00 22240.00 22822.25
MINDTREE 993.50 1000.00 982.10 996.70
OMAXE 167.00 167.00 154.65 154.90
SAIL 42.55 42.65 40.75 41.95
GLENMARK 312.20 313.40 303.60 311.95
AVANTI 583.80 598.15 562.20 564.40
BEL 82.60 83.80 79.50 83.05
HAVELLS 603.00 603.45 589.25 600.70
VOLTAS 694.00 700.70 684.65 693.85
RITES 309.90 319.50 300.40 313.10
HINDALCO 189.85 189.85 181.90 184.50
SPICEJET 86.20 86.50 82.60 84.05
HEG 1001.45 1010.15 966.50 999.75
TECHM 827.45 840.00 827.45 838.55
M&M 522.00 524.85 514.30 523.25
JAICORPLTD 97.85 98.20 92.65 96.35
MCX 1265.00 1305.00 1260.00 1296.15
GRANULES 174.55 180.50 172.60 179.10
TRENT 751.65 764.00 716.00 726.80
INFIBEAM 57.20 57.50 55.40 56.80
BOMDYEING 82.80 82.80 78.80 81.35
RAYMOND 586.40 586.50 570.40 578.70
UPL 590.00 590.30 574.10 585.55
GAIL 118.50 119.75 116.95 119.45
JINDALSAW 91.30 93.15 87.45 89.20
GRAPHITE 266.90 266.90 260.05 263.55
HINDPETRO 230.40 230.40 222.50 224.90
BANKINDIA 60.25 60.70 58.35 60.35
GODREJAGRO 532.00 540.65 523.70 528.60
DABUR 499.00 506.85 496.20 504.85
ISEC 475.00 498.55 471.20 490.95
MARICO 298.85 300.70 292.00 299.55
MRF 71307.55 71307.55 69550.10 69700.95
AJANTPHARM 1356.00 1356.00 1276.00 1293.00
CASTROLIND 156.55 157.90 150.40 155.80
VENKYS 1401.30 1483.00 1369.40 1414.70
PIDILITIND 1588.65 1590.30 1569.30 1582.00
GRASIM 736.00 736.00 715.10 724.10
NMDC 100.30 100.85 97.00 99.50
NBCC 30.55 30.55 28.50 29.00
MASFIN 985.00 1048.90 947.70 1018.15
ADANIGREEN 199.55 200.05 188.55 189.30
NAUKRI 2785.25 2910.75 2751.25 2789.90
BAJAJ-AUTO 3060.00 3090.00 3036.00 3082.45
JSWENERGY 64.05 68.40 64.05 65.75
UJJIVAN 388.60 388.60 375.00 385.70

TVSMOTOR 432.00 443.20 424.50 438.45
DCAL* 87.20 95.65 87.20 95.50
WELCORP 203.55 209.30 200.20 207.35
SPARC 165.80 166.45 160.55 163.50
TATAPOWER 52.25 52.25 50.55 51.50
OIL 130.30 133.35 127.00 131.80
ADANIPORTS 361.05 367.95 358.50 366.55
RADICO 408.60 422.85 401.30 419.25
BHARATFORG 484.85 484.85 473.20 480.25
SCI 54.65 56.90 52.80 56.05
NATIONALUM 39.15 39.20 38.20 39.05
TATAMTRDVR 68.90 68.90 64.60 66.45
RECLTD 138.95 138.95 134.20 136.95
M&MFIN 372.60 372.75 364.85 370.00
PFIZER 4030.00 4172.40 4020.00 4128.35
AUBANK 1139.00 1158.05 1131.50 1149.45
INDIACEM 73.00 73.00 69.55 71.70
SHREECEM 24009.10 24009.10 23304.55 23798.35
SIEMENS 1375.00 1399.55 1363.00 1395.90
FRETAIL 376.80 377.40 352.45 362.30
PIIND 1528.00 1540.05 1500.45 1536.10
WHIRLPOOL 2212.75 2309.75 2212.75 2300.65
JUBILANT 513.55 513.80 489.15 496.60
POLYCAB 1057.95 1078.00 1030.00 1071.00
AMARAJABAT 765.85 780.00 757.15 776.40
TORNTPHARM 2135.00 2156.60 2114.05 2132.00
GODREJCP 634.80 634.80 613.25 620.70
ADANIGAS 164.55 167.30 163.40 164.10
FORCEMOT 1272.80 1280.00 1231.60 1251.70
IRB 96.40 101.25 94.50 99.95
GODREJPROP 1130.00 1135.40 1097.80 1113.30
STRTECH 113.00 113.00 108.20 109.15
LALPATHLAB 1650.00 1660.05 1580.05 1629.95
SUNTECK 391.95 392.80 381.40 389.90
GUJGAS 286.60 290.00 277.20 286.45
AMBUJACEM 203.20 203.30 197.80 200.95
SUDARSCHEM 468.00 480.50 456.75 469.60
RPOWER 1.76 1.77 1.68 1.71

FSL 43.20 45.50 42.85 45.00
PHILIPCARB 125.40 126.75 122.35 125.80
ICICIPRULI 475.00 475.00 466.00 471.90
DIXON 4539.00 4598.80 4460.00 4503.90
ABCAPITAL 86.60 89.00 85.15 88.55
ALKEM 2505.00 2640.00 2505.00 2620.50
WIPRO 243.75 244.80 241.20 244.10
DCBBANK 170.00 173.00 166.60 171.90
MEGH 55.40 58.90 54.50 58.15
ABFRL 263.35 270.50 259.55 261.70
PTC 50.50 51.35 50.10 51.00
RELINFRA 21.75 22.25 20.90 21.90
CREDITACC 834.00 902.80 830.50 890.55
PVR 2092.00 2093.90 2054.00 2085.70
RVNL 22.60 22.90 21.95 22.50
APOLLOTYRE 154.50 154.50 150.50 151.45
PETRONET 255.20 260.80 254.85 260.05
JBCHEPHARM 561.45 561.45 516.45 533.30
PCJEWELLER 17.70 17.80 17.00 17.10
GMRINFRA 23.00 23.10 22.00 22.55
GODFRYPHLP 1322.00 1322.40 1292.20 1301.15
NOCIL 86.60 88.35 84.90 88.00
BALRAMCHIN 170.95 170.95 161.35 163.30
RELAXO 815.05 826.70 810.90 815.85
CANFINHOME 508.80 512.70 504.35 510.05
METROPOLIS 1752.50 1845.00 1746.95 1826.80
EXIDEIND 177.20 178.05 173.90 177.60
EQUITAS 107.00 107.30 104.60 106.40
WESTLIFE 460.55 469.25 448.00 467.10
GILLETTE 6125.00 6125.00 5851.20 5906.40
CROMPTON 299.00 299.00 281.70 285.35
PNBHOUSING 415.00 415.00 404.00 407.40
CONCOR 550.05 550.05 532.10 535.20
VIPIND 456.00 467.40 448.75 450.65
CARERATING 510.00 514.65 485.05 488.95
SANOFI 7203.75 7205.00 6982.95 7174.05
NHPC 22.00 22.15 21.10 21.55
IBREALEST 86.90 88.00 83.10 86.95
ORIENTBANK 43.00 43.50 40.35 41.80
EDELWEISS 85.50 89.80 85.00 89.05
CADILAHC 266.00 269.00 261.30 268.00
INDIANB 82.00 82.00 78.00 80.25
FORTIS 151.10 155.40 149.65 152.70
EIDPARRY 210.90 210.90 197.80 205.05
BOSCHLTD 14850.00 14864.35 14475.50 14561.25
ENGINERSIN 83.45 83.45 78.40 78.80
GNFC 176.10 176.10 171.00 173.15
SUZLON 2.33 2.33 2.22 2.26
CUMMINSIND 536.45 536.45 523.65 530.10
AEGISLOG 252.00 257.70 246.95 255.95
RAIN 103.05 104.50 99.05 103.65
ASTRAL 1192.10 1192.10 1163.25 1177.80
ITI 80.55 82.50 80.05 81.60
KTKBANK 76.95 77.20 75.05 76.45
AAVAS 1909.05 1945.35 1873.05 1933.95
LTI 1991.00 2025.50 1936.80 1962.00
UBL 1294.00 1294.00 1256.80 1270.05
LAURUSLABS 435.90 435.90 422.35 429.05
SHILPAMED 430.00 447.00 411.40 438.40
RCF 41.50 43.75 41.05 43.50
PNCINFRA 207.45 208.65 194.60 201.15
NESCO 739.00 745.00 713.30 741.35
DBL 359.70 360.05 344.05 352.45
BLISSGVS 141.80 141.95 139.50 140.70
HINDZINC 189.00 189.10 184.65 185.60
WELSPUNIND 45.45 45.70 43.45 44.45
CHAMBLFERT 161.60 161.60 151.80 154.10
HATHWAY 22.80 23.10 21.75 23.10
INOXLEISUR 469.70 476.40 459.75 473.70
OBEROIRLTY 501.10 519.50 500.50 510.60
EMAMILTD 284.45 284.45 266.50 273.45
IDBI 34.50 34.70 33.25 34.10
3MINDIA 22189.10 22189.10 22007.35 22127.30
GSPL 240.20 243.65 228.75 233.50
PARAGMILK 103.20 103.45 98.10 100.85
DISHTV 11.10 11.32 10.74 10.95
ADANITRANS 314.65 314.65 297.00 301.20
BAJAJHLDNG 3685.20 3715.00 3683.35 3697.80
GREAVESCOT 139.95 145.60 137.80 142.60
LAOPALA 196.30 214.50 192.20 211.50
JKCEMENT 1410.15 1420.25 1380.00 1402.95
SHANKARA 488.05 502.00 488.05 488.45
ASTRAZEN 2734.25 2796.20 2667.60 2729.40
GALAXYSURF 1575.00 1640.00 1501.00 1618.70
HONAUT 36000.00 36550.00 35200.05 35551.80
GLAXO 1321.00 1349.40 1318.00 1344.60
AKZOINDIA 2317.00 2407.95 2317.00 2336.10
BASF 865.95 866.90 834.00 845.25
VBL 794.65 820.00 780.65 806.30
DHFL 10.30 10.34 9.87 10.34
BBTC 1130.90 1130.90 1107.00 1120.10
GSFC 73.50 73.50 68.00 69.45
J&KBANK 17.55 19.65 17.50 18.25
ORIENTELEC 268.00 268.65 257.55 261.00
IIFL 199.25 201.20 185.00 193.05
RALLIS 231.30 231.30 225.50 230.10
LTTS 1717.00 1727.00 1666.00 1691.25
CCL 239.20 247.70 234.30 245.65
PRESTIGE 356.40 356.40 342.00 348.40
HEIDELBERG 197.15 201.65 195.05 199.30
TATACOFFEE 90.60 91.40 89.70 91.00
NILKAMAL 1494.35 1525.00 1456.65 1503.15
RELCAPITAL 7.11 7.14 6.75 6.90
RESPONIND 90.75 90.75 88.00 88.70
ICICIGI 1343.00 1343.95 1327.00 1338.70
HFCL 16.85 17.15 16.70 16.90
VINATIORGA 980.75 985.50 960.00 971.40
CUB 221.20 222.00 219.80 220.40

SJVN 25.00 25.65 24.75 25.30
KEC 337.50 338.80 330.25 334.35
HSCL 52.00 52.05 49.80 51.20
JAGRAN* 69.95 70.30 68.20 68.70
AMBER 1549.25 1569.00 1533.00 1554.75
FINOLEXIND 553.35 559.10 548.00 548.85
MAHSCOOTER 4775.00 4775.00 4650.00 4664.00
JMFINANCIL 108.80 111.55 103.00 110.35
GSKCONS 9729.95 9729.95 9581.00 9604.00
THYROCARE 635.00 635.00 612.00 618.20
TIMKEN 1048.55 1048.55 1000.50 1034.30
INDHOTEL 131.00 132.50 126.85 130.80
JCHAC 2878.00 2945.55 2751.30 2903.45
CESC 681.50 689.00 673.30 686.15
NATCOPHARM 669.75 669.75 635.00 637.25
INTELLECT 137.00 140.90 134.40 137.95
ITDC 299.30 306.50 293.70 295.05
APLLTD 649.65 649.65 637.45 645.65
CHOLAFIN 332.25 332.25 322.25 327.95
LINDEINDIA 763.50 779.95 755.00 760.00
GICRE 212.05 212.05 205.65 207.75
QUESS 589.05 589.05 572.95 580.10
UFLEX 222.75 223.00 217.00 221.45
SADBHAV 98.90 98.90 87.00 89.90
ATUL 4974.90 5017.15 4920.00 4996.95
MOTILALOFS 766.20 785.40 750.10 775.25
CHOLAHLDNG 533.10 542.00 504.60 538.70
KANSAINER 514.80 514.80 498.85 502.50
MAHINDCIE 164.00 164.70 150.25 158.85
CAPPL 330.00 350.70 324.00 345.45
COCHINSHIP 343.00 350.00 337.55 342.80
HINDCOPPER 35.80 35.80 34.65 35.15
HUDCO 33.40 33.90 32.55 33.80
VMART 2196.55 2299.00 2196.45 2283.95
NLCINDIA 52.50 53.55 50.55 52.65
KRBL 305.40 308.25 297.00 298.80
SOUTHBANK 9.86 9.87 9.62 9.70
IEX 195.00 195.00 181.30 185.90
LEMONTREE 59.25 59.50 57.65 59.00
NIACL 132.10 132.10 127.80 129.75
GDL 123.50 127.80 123.40 127.05
BAJAJELEC 395.15 419.00 391.55 414.25
SCHNEIDER 103.00 104.90 99.50 101.15
COROMANDEL 617.00 627.00 604.40 623.60
APLAPOLLO 2023.50 2036.00 1990.00 2019.50
WABAG 209.35 209.45 200.05 202.05
JKTYRE 67.50 67.50 65.30 66.25
JAMNAAUTO 41.90 41.90 39.05 39.90
FINCABLES 374.65 374.65 360.30 363.30
REDINGTON 117.00 119.00 112.10 118.15
ASHOKA 99.90 99.90 94.95 97.05
SUPREMEIND 1385.00 1400.00 1385.00 1393.65
CHENNPETRO 117.00 122.00 112.15 114.80
NH 339.90 351.95 334.90 347.85
GESHIP 273.00 276.05 269.00 273.65
LUXIND 1680.00 1680.00 1571.35 1581.40
JSLHISAR 74.40 75.90 72.70 75.40
BLUESTARCO 848.00 848.00 818.00 835.75
REPCOHOME 301.00 302.60 288.75 292.45
THERMAX 981.10 981.10 949.90 967.55
KEI 529.00 532.30 528.50 529.60
SOBHA 375.30 375.35 363.00 364.35
TRIDENT 5.63 5.70 5.55 5.57
LAXMIMACH 3255.00 3295.00 3214.70 3271.95
MMTC 19.20 19.50 18.80 19.35
MOIL 140.00 141.10 137.15 137.70
MINDAIND 373.80 379.20 371.50 374.20
TCIEXP 908.65 919.00 885.70 905.60
IDFC 34.25 34.25 33.45 33.80
SYMPHONY 1355.00 1360.00 1336.50 1351.85
DCMSHRIRAM 356.70 356.70 340.10 350.65
TATAINVEST 921.45 938.00 916.70 933.50
MRPL 41.00 41.35 39.65 40.30
KNRCON 282.45 286.35 266.00 285.20
IFCI 6.00 6.05 5.78 5.88
SUNDRMFAST 451.55 451.60 445.45 446.35
AIAENG 1808.05 1819.85 1771.55 1800.95
FINEORG 2191.00 2197.65 2156.65 2186.80
PGHL 4205.25 4287.00 4102.00 4240.70
ITDCEM 58.50 58.60 54.90 56.30
DALBHARAT 858.50 859.95 838.00 840.55
SONATSOFTW 337.90 339.00 333.60 336.25
JISLJALEQS 6.60 6.60 6.32 6.32
MPHASIS 917.60 921.00 886.65 896.30
VARROC 408.15 408.15 385.00 401.65
ALBK 14.60 14.60 13.75 14.00
GICHSGFIN 120.20 120.20 116.30 117.45
GUJALKALI 367.70 370.85 357.00 360.80
BDL 270.00 271.45 260.10 268.60
PGHH 11310.00 11323.15 11220.00 11249.25
ERIS 433.00 454.50 430.50 446.30
BAJAJCON 197.45 197.45 189.00 194.90
DEEPAKFERT 97.05 97.35 94.25 95.90
KALPATPOWR 379.00 379.00 368.00 372.45
MINDACORP 110.95 113.30 107.30 112.00
ASTERDM 168.20 172.30 165.45 167.90
HAL 720.00 723.80 699.65 705.00
BAYERCROP 4260.00 4263.55 4216.10 4257.75
SIS 568.05 592.00 544.00 585.95
TIINDIA 495.00 498.50 481.05 487.55
CYIENT 440.70 446.40 430.15 445.45
CRISIL 1592.55 1595.70 1541.00 1590.25
SYNDIBANK 22.35 22.35 21.20 21.70
KPITTECH 86.50 86.50 84.90 85.25
BALMLAWRIE 109.75 111.90 108.60 109.70
SFL 1624.90 1662.00 1615.35 1658.45
RAMCOCEM 790.00 790.00 777.00 788.50
KAJARIACER 539.00 539.00 525.55 527.05

SHK 115.45 115.90 109.30 110.45
ZYDUSWELL 1475.00 1485.45 1461.00 1481.50
ANDHRABANK 15.05 15.25 14.50 14.70
TIMETECHNO 52.75 52.75 49.25 50.35
DHANUKA 520.00 525.00 506.00 516.70
CORPBANK 21.20 21.20 20.30 20.80
HERITGFOOD 344.65 347.75 327.65 332.65
ALLCARGO 109.10 110.55 108.10 109.80
MAXINDIA 84.30 85.50 83.05 84.95
SWANENERGY 126.50 127.85 122.15 124.00
PERSISTENT 700.35 713.10 697.50 708.25
TATAMETALI 580.00 595.60 571.05 588.40
WABCOINDIA 6841.30 6853.75 6790.50 6800.10
JYOTHYLAB 130.00 131.45 127.50 130.40
ADVENZYMES 160.60 160.80 157.30 159.25
BIRLACORPN 748.10 749.00 738.75 744.90
IOB 10.00 10.00 9.03 9.09
GHCL* 175.15 175.15 170.50 171.55
SYNGENE 305.45 307.55 304.65 306.85
IBULISL 100.70 100.75 97.90 97.90
FCONSUMER 21.45 21.50 21.10 21.30
TAKE 100.00 100.00 97.20 98.20
JSL 39.80 39.95 38.85 39.05
TTKPRESTIG 5944.00 5944.00 5833.90 5841.80
UCOBANK 13.90 13.90 13.50 13.70
CENTRALBK 16.75 16.75 16.30 16.50
GRINDWELL 648.00 648.00 615.10 621.70
LAKSHVILAS 17.15 17.40 17.15 17.15
FDC 244.90 245.05 237.75 238.95
GET&D 145.00 145.40 139.55 141.00
BLUEDART 2900.00 2910.00 2850.00 2899.20
JKLAKSHMI 330.00 330.00 323.00 324.90
CENTURYPLY 152.20 153.50 150.00 151.75
CENTRUM 19.25 20.10 18.70 19.75
GMDCLTD 59.00 59.00 55.50 57.00
INDOSTAR 286.00 286.00 281.75 281.80
HIMATSEIDE 101.35 101.35 97.70 99.45
RATNAMANI 1311.00 1322.65 1300.00 1318.60
MAHLIFE 377.40 380.20 367.65 378.65
VGUARD 204.20 204.30 199.40 202.15
ECLERX 613.00 623.20 598.80 601.95
GPPL 79.90 79.90 77.85 78.40
TEJASNET 70.00 70.00 66.70 67.30
TVTODAY 264.70 264.70 242.60 247.40
TNPL 169.25 169.25 165.00 167.30
OFSS 2892.55 2892.55 2856.00 2863.10
MHRIL 224.70 225.05 223.25 224.60
ESSELPRO 183.70 187.15 177.75 181.60
VAIBHAVGBL 1137.70 1141.25 1123.30 1130.45
MAHABANK 11.80 11.88 11.49 11.77
ZENSARTECH 142.45 144.95 138.05 140.80
ENDURANCE 1045.85 1057.55 1029.50 1051.35
SOLARINDS 1146.15 1190.00 1138.35 1164.00
VSTIND 4319.05 4375.00 4300.75 4331.50
INOXWIND 38.00 38.00 37.00 37.50
TVSSRICHAK 1589.95 1648.00 1589.95 1598.30
DBCORP 124.80 125.35 124.00 125.05
PHOENIXLTD 856.00 858.00 847.05 851.85
GARFIBRES 1496.80 1515.00 1478.00 1489.65
MAHSEAMLES 344.75 344.75 335.10 338.55
SCHAEFFLER 4445.35 4582.85 4370.00 4554.30
VTL 1025.95 1032.00 1021.85 1031.60
ORIENTCEM 79.25 80.50 78.75 80.15
SUPRAJIT 188.20 196.75 187.00 195.00
BRIGADE 227.50 228.70 223.40 226.05
FLFL 404.00 404.00 388.45 390.00
CERA 2370.30 2414.15 2370.30 2385.85
MAHLOG 403.25 414.15 398.60 400.40
NBVENTURES 70.45 71.50 67.55 68.40
CHALET 344.95 354.55 344.95 349.10
CARBORUNIV 336.25 340.20 333.50 340.05
EIHOTEL 136.70 137.60 133.30 136.00
UNITEDBNK 7.76 7.76 7.49 7.72
IFBIND 560.00 560.00 515.25 522.65
NETWORK18 30.05 30.05 30.05 30.05
SKFINDIA 1958.95 1960.90 1943.70 1952.60
STARCEMENT 85.25 85.90 85.00 85.60
SHRIRAMCIT 1451.60 1453.80 1407.70 1419.55
MAGMA 50.45 50.75 49.85 50.70
ARVINDFASN 377.00 378.95 373.15 378.00
VRLLOG 248.05 248.05 244.70 245.45
SOMANYCERA 209.40 209.40 203.30 204.50
GULFOILLUB 755.45 755.45 742.65 743.05
GEPIL 762.75 781.20 760.05 769.55
TCNSBRANDS 561.15 564.90 555.20 556.05
KPRMILL 632.70 636.30 622.30 633.55
SHOPERSTOP 379.75 384.60 379.20 383.90
GAYAPROJ 28.00 28.00 28.00 28.00
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SCRIP OPEN HIgh LOW LTP CHANGE
NIFTY 50 12028.25 12030.75 11908.05 11992.50 -53.30
COALINDIA 168.10 173.95 165.00 172.75 4.90
ZEEL 240.00 247.55 238.65 245.70 6.50
BPCL 461.75 472.50 456.00 472.30 10.65
GAIL 118.00 119.75 116.75 119.75 1.75
ADANIPORTS 362.50 368.45 358.35 368.00 5.20
SBIN 315.40 319.20 309.40 318.05 3.85
CIPLA 433.00 437.65 428.10 437.00 5.10
EICHERMOT 18500.00 18791.95 18339.60 18751.25 215.35
INFY 785.00 799.05 783.65 798.50 9.05
POWERGRID 182.60 186.35 180.85 185.20 1.60
IOC 111.90 115.10 110.45 112.70 0.90
TECHM 825.35 840.00 825.35 838.55 5.30
LT 1281.50 1289.80 1266.45 1288.00 7.80
TCS 2199.95 2221.00 2186.05 2215.00 11.75
ULTRACEMCO 4433.60 4488.20 4370.10 4470.70 20.85
BAJAJ-AUTO 3064.70 3090.55 3033.50 3086.00 10.40
BAJAJFINSV 9527.00 9564.95 9416.00 9550.00 21.15
KOTAKBANK 1682.50 1699.80 1678.30 1692.95 1.85
M&M 520.50 524.90 514.10 523.20 0.45
WIPRO 243.75 244.85 241.25 244.00 0.20
NTPC 109.60 110.90 103.80 110.30 0.00
HDFCBANK 1216.90 1218.50 1203.50 1217.05 -0.10
ICICIBANK 541.00 544.40 536.00 540.90 -0.70
BAJFINANCE 4769.40 4771.95 4701.60 4770.00 -6.65
BRITANNIA 3080.00 3080.00 3020.00 3075.00 -9.10
ITC 204.55 204.60 200.50 204.05 -0.75
TITAN 1314.00 1318.90 1301.25 1311.00 -5.05
AXISBANK 737.75 737.75 724.70 735.50 -2.90
ONGC 99.95 100.25 96.55 99.50 -0.45
HINDUNILVR 2252.60 2262.95 2222.10 2241.50 -11.10
SUNPHARMA 407.00 410.85 399.05 406.10 -2.30
HCLTECH 613.45 615.80 605.15 609.80 -3.65
ASIANPAINT 1879.90 1879.90 1861.00 1869.25 -12.15
RELIANCE 1475.90 1475.90 1457.40 1466.90 -11.35
TATASTEEL 434.00 435.15 421.30 432.65 -4.20
VEDL 141.75 141.75 137.50 140.70 -1.40
NESTLEIND 16569.90 16569.90 16385.05 16417.50 -170.95
JSWSTEEL 289.00 289.15 281.10 285.00 -3.15
HDFC 2349.00 2349.00 2304.00 2324.05 -26.20
DRREDDY 3288.00 3288.00 3233.25 3253.00 -42.55
HEROMOTOCO2283.20 2283.20 2225.00 2249.95 -33.40
MARUTI 6925.00 6930.00 6735.80 6795.00 -111.75
UPL 592.00 592.00 574.00 584.85 -10.15
GRASIM 737.35 741.20 715.55 723.55 -13.85
BHARTIARTL 563.35 568.85 537.30 549.00 -15.85
HINDALCO 189.15 189.45 181.75 184.80 -5.45
INDUSINDBK 1172.70 1172.70 1108.45 1138.15 -34.80
TATAMOTORS 168.00 168.00 158.60 162.55 -6.55
YESBANK 37.35 37.50 33.65 34.80 -2.35
INFRATEL 235.40 235.40 200.70 208.35 -26.65

SE 500B
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SCRIP OPEN HIgh LOW LTP CHANGE
NIFTY NEXT 50 28116.45 28116.45 27750.75 28060.35 -109.25
MCDOWELL-N 699.95 729.90 690.00 727.00 26.80
AUROPHARMA 490.00 503.35 482.30 502.55 8.95
PAGEIND 22500.00 22970.00 22201.50 22850.00 358.65
PETRONET 255.60 260.80 254.60 259.80 4.00
PFC 126.05 128.25 123.15 128.00 1.55
INDIGO 1447.40 1478.80 1426.75 1473.65 17.85
MARICO 298.00 301.00 292.15 300.00 3.40
DMART 2334.95 2384.60 2305.05 2365.50 26.05
SIEMENS 1379.65 1398.90 1362.10 1397.80 15.05
DABUR 499.00 507.20 496.00 506.00 5.05
PNB 51.90 52.50 49.90 52.45 0.50
DIVISLAB 2154.85 2180.20 2142.50 2170.00 15.15
CADILAHC 266.60 269.50 261.10 267.80 1.45
MOTHERSUMI 121.85 124.40 116.50 123.30 0.40
SBILIFE 915.00 921.45 907.10 916.00 1.60
PIDILITIND 1605.00 1605.00 1567.50 1580.00 1.60
BERGEPAINT 578.55 580.45 570.20 580.00 -0.15
ICICIGI 1339.00 1345.00 1326.05 1338.00 -0.65
PEL 1526.95 1533.70 1473.05 1530.00 -1.65
HAVELLS 602.50 603.45 589.00 602.00 -0.75
ACC 1425.00 1428.95 1402.60 1421.10 -2.85
DLF 217.20 219.35 216.55 218.95 -0.45
ICICIPRULI 470.10 473.90 466.00 472.90 -1.50
COLPAL 1332.35 1334.00 1306.60 1326.70 -5.65
GODREJCP 626.00 626.70 613.00 623.05 -2.70
SHREECEM 24000.00 24000.00 23300.75 23912.85 -115.20
BIOCON 303.10 304.40 295.05 301.60 -1.55
HDFCAMC 3245.00 3246.00 3182.00 3225.00 -19.30
BAJAJHLDNG 3718.25 3729.00 3680.30 3695.60 -22.65
OFSS 2885.80 2899.55 2855.00 2860.00 -18.35
NHPC 22.00 22.15 21.10 21.85 -0.15
HDFCLIFE 564.80 565.35 556.00 562.00 -3.90
UBL 1276.90 1276.90 1256.00 1264.55 -9.05
SRTRANSFIN 1277.00 1281.75 1245.35 1265.20 -14.00
ASHOKLEY 81.00 81.50 79.15 80.50 -1.05
PGHH 11400.00 11400.00 11210.00 11259.80 -152.15
LUPIN 710.80 710.95 694.00 703.10 -9.45
NMDC 99.90 100.85 96.90 99.65 -1.35
AMBUJACEM 203.25 203.60 197.75 201.00 -2.80
L&TFH 123.55 123.60 119.90 122.30 -1.75
BANKBARODA 82.25 82.40 78.20 81.00 -1.30
BOSCHLTD 14870.60 14899.00 14435.00 14600.00 -270.50
NIACL 133.60 133.60 127.55 130.00 -2.85
HINDZINC 190.00 190.00 184.10 185.00 -4.15
IBULHSGFIN 307.95 307.95 293.30 300.90 -6.85
HINDPETRO 228.70 230.20 222.25 224.45 -5.55
GICRE 211.30 212.90 205.60 207.75 -5.25
BANDHANBNK 434.65 437.65 420.20 422.35 -11.60
CONCOR 551.35 552.55 531.70 533.00 -17.60
IDEA 3.25 3.25 2.80 3.05 -0.35
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The death toll from China’s
coronavirus epidemic

climbed to 1,868 on Tuesday as
98 more people died while the
total number of confirmed
cases jumped to 72,436, offi-
cials said.

Of the new deaths, 93 were
reported from Hubei Province,
the epicentre of the virus, three
from Henan, and one each
from Hebei and Hunan, said
the National Health
Commission.

Hubei reported 1,807 new
confirmed cases, taking the
total number of such cases to
59,989 in the province. Another
1,432 new suspected cases were
reported from the rest of
China.

On Monday, 1,097 patients

became seriously ill and 11,741
patients remained in severe
condition, the commission
said.

Of the 41,957 patients hos-
pitalised in Hubei, 9,117 were
still in severe condition and
another 1,853 in critical con-
dition, the state-run Xinhua
news agency reported.

The province also saw
1,223 patients discharged from
hospital after recovery on
Monday, bringing the total
number of discharged patients
in the province to 7,862. A total
of 12,552 people had been dis-
charged from hospital after
recovery across China so far, it
said.

In view of human-to-
human transmission of the
disease, over 1.41 lakh people
who have come in contact

with the people who contract-
ed the virus are still under
medical observation, it said.

By Monday, 60 confirmed
cases including one death had
been reported in Hong Kong
10 confirmed cases in Macao
and 22 in Taiwan including one
death.

Top World Health
Organisation experts, including
from the US, have joined the
fight against the the virus,
called COVID-19, in China.

China confirmed that the
12-member WHO team
includes Americans, as sought
by the US.

“The foreign experts on
board the China-WHO Joint
Mission have arrived in Beijing.
They have started relevant
activities. We have experts
from the US in the mission,”

Chinese Foreign Ministry
spokesman Geng Shuang told
media.

NHC said China has
stepped up efforts to shore up
weak spots as the epidemic pre-
vention and control have
entered the most crucial stage.

“Wuhan, capital of Hubei
Province, remains the main
battlefield,” Wang Hesheng,
deputy head of NHC, said.
“Improving admission and sur-
vival rates and reducing infec-
tion and fatality rates are still
the most urgent tasks.”

Nine temporary hospitals
with more than 6,960 beds have
opened in Hubei.

As of February 14, a total
of 217 medical teams with
25,633 medical workers had
been sent to Hubei, the Xinhua
report said. ���'�
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Pakistan has posted two
officials from its embassy

in Beijing to Wuhan, the epi-
centre of the deadly coron-
avirus outbreak, to meet stu-
dents in different universities
and get an update on their
well-being, the Foreign Office
said on Tuesday.

China accepted a request
by Pakistan to allow the two-
member special task force from
the embassy in Beijing to go to
Wuhan, the capital of central
Hubei province, the Foreign
Office said in a statement.

“On Pakistan’s request,
China allowed a two-member
special Task Force from the
Pakistan Embassy in Beijing to
go to Wuhan city to meet our
students and coordinate all

assistance to them,” FO
Spokesperson Aisha Farooqui
tweeted on Tuesday. 

“The officers will return to
Beijing once the lockdown in
Wuhan is lifted, and situation
is stabilised,” the tweet read.

According the Foreign
Office, more than 28,000
Pakistani students, including
500 in Wuhan, are studying in
China.

Some of them, have
through social media had been
persistently asking Pakistan
government to help them come
back.

The task force, which will
remain in coordination with
the Chinese authorities, will be
in Wuhan and “will return to
Beijing once the lockdown in
Wuhan is lifted in its entirety
and on-ground situation is

completely stabilised”, the state-
ment added.

Wuhan has been under
lockdown since January 23
because the city with a popu-
lation of 11-million is the ori-
gin point of the deadly coron-
avirus outbreak. The COVID-
19 virus, as it is now known,
has so far infected at least
70,000 people and killed 1,868.

The majority of those cases
are in the Hubei province.
China has quarantined more
than 50 million people
throughout the province and all
transportation in and out of
Wuhan has been halted

The Foreign Office staffers
visited Pakistani students in
four universities and also met
administrative staff in each
university “to get first-hand
information on the health and

safety needs of the students”.
“In the coming days, the

officers will visit students in
three other universities as well
as the administrative staff in
those universities to ensure
the welfare of Pakistani stu-
dents in Wuhan,” it said.

It added that all Pakistani
students in the universities
that the officers have thus far
visited were “safe, healthy, and
well-looked after”.

“Under the supervision of
Ambassador of Pakistan, an 11-
member core group was con-
stituted to daily monitor the
evolving situation and respond
to queries/requests of Pakistani
students.”

The embassy has also setup
two hotlines for facilitation of
the students in China, the
statement said.
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Ahospital director at the epicentre of China’s
virus epidemic died Tuesday, state media

said, the latest medical worker to fall victim to
the new coronavirus spreading across the coun-
try.

The COVID-19 virus, which is believed to
have originated in Wuhan late last year, has
infected more than 72,000 people and killed
nearly 1,900.

Liu Zhiming, the director of Wuchang
Hospital in Wuhan, died Tuesday morning after
“all-out rescue efforts failed,” state broadcaster
CCTV reported.

China said last week that six medical work-
ers had died from the virus, while 1,716 have
been infected.

Liu’s death was initially reported by Chinese
media and bloggers shortly after midnight on
Tuesday — but the stories were later deleted and
replaced with reports that doctors were still try-
ing to save him.

After initial reports of his death were
denied, the hospital told AFP on Tuesday
morning that doctors were giving him life-sav-
ing treatment.

Liu’s death has echoes of that of Wuhan oph-
thalmologist Li Wenliang, who had been pun-
ished by authorities for sounding the alarm about
the virus in late December.

Li’s death prompted a national outpouring
of grief as well as anger against the authorities,
who were accused of mishandling the crisis.

People took to social media to mourn Liu
on Tuesday, with many users on the Twitter-like
Weibo platform drawing critical comparisons
between Liu’s death and Li’s.

In both cases their deaths were initially
reported in state media posts — later deleted —
and their deaths denied, before being finally con-
firmed again.

“Has everyone forgotten what happened to
Li Wenliang? They forcefully attempted resus-
citation after he died,” one Weibo commenter
wrote. Another commenter said, Liu “already
died last night, (but) some people are addicted
to torturing corpses”.

A hashtag about Liu’s death had 29 million
views by Tuesday afternoon.

Doctors in Wuhan face shortages of masks
and protective bodysuits, with some even wear-
ing makeshift hazmat suits and continuing to
work despite showing respiratory symptoms,
health workers have told AFP.

Hubei province and its capital Wuhan have
been the hardest hit by the virus, accounting for
nearly 1,800 of the deaths from the virus so far. 
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Normally bustling century-old
Chinatowns from Melbourne to

San Francisco have fallen quiet and
businesses are struggling to survive as
fears over the deadly novel coron-
avirus outbreak ripple around the
world.

“Scaremongering is rampant”
complains Max Huang, owner of the
Juicy Bao restaurant in Melbourne’s
historic Chinese district. 

“Customers won’t come in if they
can avoid it.” Huang’s eatery sits
among dozens of restaurants making
up Australia’s oldest Chinatown
enclave, dating back to the influx of
fortune-seekers during an 1850s gold
rush.

Although the epicentre of the
COVID-19 epidemic is more than a
ten-hour-flight way, and Australia has
seen just a handful of cases, the stig-
ma of a disease that has claimed more
than 1,500 lives is pervasive.

Streets are notably quieter, face-
masks are a commonplace and even
a Lunar New Year dragon dance
failed to bring in the usual crowds.

Businesses report their earnings
have dropped by more than half and
they have been forced to cut staff
hours dramatically, a situation echoed
in Chinatowns across the world.

At the usually buzzing Empire
Seafood Restaurant in Vancouver’s
Richmond suburb, getting a table is
now a breeze.

“Usually we’d have a large line-up
time of approximately five-ten tables,
but today there is no line up at all,”
assistant general manager Ivan Yeung
said.

“Some people have already can-
celled their parties and banquets.
Many restaurants are seeing the same
thing. Hopefully, this gets back to
normal really soon.”

A ban on travellers from China
has hit many neighbourhoods par-
ticularly hard.

“Usually we have Chinese tourists
coming at this time, but now it’s like
zero,” said Tony Siu, manager of the
popular Cantonese restaurant R&G
Lounge in San Francisco.

“They often get the sea bass or the

salt and pepper crab, that are our
famous dishes.” 

In Australia, the travel ban has
been compounded by almost 100,000
Chinese students being unable to fly
Down Under to start the academic
year.

“Our main customers are from
China... (so) it’s very difficult,” said Su
Yin, whose pancake store sits down-
stairs from a Melbourne college with
a large Chinese student base.

Hoping to reassure would-be cus-
tomers, some businesses have tacked
up notices saying they disinfect their
interiors regularly to prevent disease.

Others have gone a step further
installing hand sanitiser for guests
and giving staff face masks and rub-
ber gloves.

But such measures appear to
have had limited success.

Rebecca Lyu, a Chinese student
living in London, has a hard time con-
vincing friends to join her to eat or
shop.

“Some of my friends refused to go
eat at restaurants in Chinatown
because they are worried about the
virus,” she said.

Many believe xenophobia has
worsened the situation further.

Fred Lo’s souvenir store in San
Francisco is usually frequented by
tourists from Europe and South
America.

But “for the past two weeks,
there’s been a lot less people, at least
50 percent less, even though nobody
is sick or has even been to China,” he
said, adding business is as bad as it
has been since he began working
there in 1975.

“It’s unfair that a lot of people are
scared of Chinese people,” said Eddie
Lau, president of Melbourne’s Chinese
Chamber of Commerce. “We tell
people, ‘we are fine, don’t be scared.’” 

In London, David Tang said he
had clearly noticed others avoiding
him in recent weeks, but understood
why people were afraid and had tried
to take it in his stride.

“I travel by train every morning.
One day last week, all the people were
standing, and I’ve got an empty seat
next to me,” he said. “I laughed
about it.”
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China will waive trade-war
tariffs on imports of

selected US medical equip-
ment from March 2, the gov-
ernment said Tuesday, as the
country battles to contain the
new coronavirus epidemic.

The move comes as doc-
tors and nurses treating virus
patients in China’s over-
stretched hospitals struggle
to deal with the health crisis
amid a shortage of basic med-
ical items.

More than 72,000 people
have been infected by the
outbreak of the new COVID-
19 strain in China, which has
claimed the lives of over 1,800
people.

Patient monitors, blood
transfusion equipment and
instruments to measure blood

pressure are among the prod-
ucts that qualify for the
exemptions, according to a list
released by the Tarif f
Commission of the State
Council.

They are among 696 US
products that now qualify for
waivers, including key agri-
cultural and energy items
such as frozen pork and beef,
soybeans and liquified natur-
al gas.

Other products include
some types of wheat, corn and
sorghum, certain metals such
as copper and lead ore, as well
as diesel and other fuel oils.

The commission said the
latest move was “to better
meet the growing needs of
Chinese consumers” and that
it would accept applications
for exemptions from firms in
China.

The tariff waivers will
apply for a designated period,
supporting firms that want to
import from the US based on
“business considerations”, said
authorities.

China’s latest waivers are
among the most substantial in
the trade war.

In early December, Beijing
announced tariff waivers on
some US soybean and pork
imports.

Later in the month, it
exempted more goods, includ-
ing US chemicals such as
industrial glue and adhesives,
industrial polymers and types
of paraffin, which can be
found in cosmetics and food.

Apart from the current
virus crisis, China has seen a
spike in pork prices over the
past year due to African Swine
Fever, which ravaged pig

herds across the country —
with authorities working to
ease the strain.

US-China trade tensions
have been dialling down, with
both countries signing a par-
tial trade deal in mid-January.
Beijing committed to boost
purchases of US goods and
services by $200 billion.

More than a week ago, it
announced it would halve tar-
iffs on $75 billion worth of US
imports as part of its trade
truce with the US.

China has also made other
moves to ease the supply of
resources in the country amid
the virus fight, and said ear-
lier this month that US
imports which can be used in
its fight against the deadly
virus will be exempted from
retaliatory tariffs imposed in
the trade war. 
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India, which is among the
largest troop contributors to

the UN peacekeeping force, has
voiced concern over the delay
and non-payment of funds to
contributor countries and
closed missions, terming it as
“bad faith” if the reserves are
used for other purposes.

India has been among the
few countries to have fully
paid its dues to the UN on time.
The UN, however, owed India
USD 38 million, which is
among the highest it has to pay
to any country, for peacekeep-
ing operations as of March
2019.

Highlighting India’s prior-
ity issues for deliberations in
the Special Committee on
Peacekeeping Operations,
Permanent Representative
Ambassador Syed Akbaruddin
said the financial situation of
the UN Peacekeeping, partic-
ularly the non-payment or
delayed payment of arrears to
the Troop/Police Contributing
Countries (T/PCCs) remains a
cause of concern.

While some “ameliorative
measures”, introduced last year,

did provide a temporary
reprieve, he said the “dismal
practice” of delaying payments
to T/PCCs seems to be making
a come back.

He also highlighted the
“festering” matter of payments
for so called “closed” peace-
keeping missions, saying non-
payment of peacekeeping dues,
for years after the end of peace-
keeping missions, ensures that
there is no closure to this mat-
ter.

“Using funds of such
peacekeeping operations for
other requirements, while pay-
ments for peacekeeping
remain, is not only bad
accounting practice, but also
tends to be interpreted as bad
faith,” Akbaruddin said.

The Indian envoy also
called for an “institutionaliza-
tion of an approach,” saying it
is essential that all key actors
are associated in a consistent
and predictable manner in the
decision-making matrix.

He voiced concern that in
practice, “we have not moved
beyond perfunctory efforts.
We need to agree on practical
measures to institutionalize
engagement and cooperation

between the TCCs/PCCs, the
Security Council and the
Secretariat.”

He also asserted that there
can be no substitute for pro-
fessional competence of those
engaged in all aspects of UN
peacekeeping. The perfor-
mance of peacekeeping opera-
tions should be measured in
relation to political and oper-
ational realities, priorities set
for implementing mandate,
adequacy and appropriateness
of resources.

“The phenomenon that
exist today of mandates fol-
lowing budgets is not sustain-
able. Budgets should follow
mandates,” he said.

India called for assessment
of instances of reported under-
performance, saying such
assessment needs to examine
whether there were units avail-
able at higher levels in the
Peacekeeping Capability
Readiness System (PCRS) that
were overlooked during selec-
tion.

It also needs to be exam-
ined whether caveats have
impacted performance;
whether poor performance is
due to lack of resources, includ-

ing equipment; or whether the
mandate, including guidelines,
were not clear, resulting in
unsatisfactory implementation.

“Honest assessment and
feedback is essential to have an
effective accountability sys-
tem. Assessing performance
without determining account-
ability will leave us open to
repeating errors,” Akbaruddin
said.

He voiced criticism that
established mechanisms for
discussion and agreement
seem to be hollowing out, not-
ing that there is a visible
reluctance to revise the reim-
bursement parameters, even
after following the agreed
revision procedures.

During the recent discus-
sions at the Contingent Owned
Equipment (COE) Working
Group, there was no consensus
amongst key partners to
increase the COE reimburse-
ment rates, while the available
National Cost Data estimates
clearly suggested an upward
revision of the scales.

Akbaruddin said the tri-
ennial COE Working Group
has met seven times so far dur-
ing nearly 20 years.
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Abandoned by her sons,
shunned by her neighbours

and branded a witch.
Mosammat Rashida’s crime?

Her husband was killed by a
Bengal tiger.

Women like her are
ostracised in many rural villages
in Bangladesh, where they are
viewed as the cause of their
partner’s misfortune.

“My sons have told me that
I am an unlucky witch,” she told
AFP in her flimsy plank home,
in the honey-hunters’ village of
Gabura at the edge of the
Sundarbans — a 10,000-square-
kilometre (3,860-square-mile)
mangrove forest that straddles
Bangladesh and India. Her hus-
band died while out collecting
honey in the jungles there.

“Honey-hunters prefer to
collect honey mostly in the
southwestern Sundarbans, where
most of the man-eaters (tigers)
live,” leading Bengal tiger expert
at Jahangirnagar University,
Monirul Khan, told AFP.

Tigers are an endangered
species but climate change and
human development is reducing
their wild habitat, often forcing

them towards villages in search
of food. Wildlife charities esti-
mate there are some 100 tigers in
the Bangladesh side of the
Sundarbans.

At least 519 men died from
tiger attacks in 50 villages in one
district — home to half a million
people — between 2001 and
2011, according to Ledars
Bangladesh, a charity helping
widows reintegrate back in the
villages.

Their deaths are a double
blow for the women left behind.

Already grieving the loss of
their partner, overnight they
become ‘tiger widows’ — pariahs
in their homes and villages at a
time when they most need sup-
port.

They are often left with lit-
tle means to support themselves
or their families.

Rashida is heartbroken but
unsurprised that her adult sons,
aged 24 and 27, abandoned her
and their too young siblings.

“They are part of this soci-
ety after all,” the 45-year-old
said, as she wiped tears from her
eyes.

Her tiny shack has no roof —
it was blown off by a deadly
cyclone — but there have been no

offers of help from neighbours or
officials, who she claims helped
others in the village but shunned
her.

Instead she uses an old tar-
paulin to keep the elements out.

Next door, Mohammad
Hossain was fixing his broken tin
roof, and confessed he had been
instructed by his wife not to talk
to Rashida.

“It would mar my family’s
well-being and could bring bad
luck,” the 31-year-old honey-
hunter said.

Officials denied omitting
Rashida from the help they pro-
vided after the cyclone.

But the head of Ledars
Bangladesh, Mohon Kumar
Mondal, said the mistreatment of
“tiger widows” was widespread in
highly conservative communities,
which often held “centuries old”
prejudices. “They (charities) are
working to restore the widows’
dignities. The main challenge is
to change people’s beliefs,” he
explained.

“The change is very slow.
Still, I’d say there has been
progress,” he added, noting that
younger, more educated villagers
were less fearful of the widows.

Rijia Khatun, who said she

has learnt to cope with being
ostracised by her fellow villagers
after her honey-hunter husband’s
death 15 years ago, has been
secretly supported by her nephew
and his family.

“My sons were young. But
nobody helped me. I felt bad at
first as they kept blaming me for
my husband’s death. I didn’t
know what was my fault,” she
recalled, adding: “But now I’ve
learnt to live with this adversity.”
Her nephew Yaad Ali, who has
witnessed several attacks includ-
ing his uncle’s, explained that
while he wanted to help, he
could not do so publicly.

“We had to do it (help
Khatun) with confidentiality or
else the village society would have
ostracised us as well,” he con-
fessed. Honey hunting has tra-
ditionally been seen as a more
accessible vocation for villagers
who can’t afford the equipment
or boats needed to undertake the
region’s other main profession —
fishing.

But fears of being killed by
the predators — and the conse-
quences for the wives they leave
behind — has meant more and
more men are opting for a dif-
ferent trade.
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UN chief Antonio Guterres
has been closely following

talks between the US and the
Taliban about a “significant
reduction” of violence in
Afghanistan aimed at opening
the way for intra-Afghan peace
negotiations, his spokesman
said.

According to a statement
on Monday attributable to the
spokesman for the UN

Secretary-General, during his
visit to Islamabad, Guterres
expressed his sincere wishes
that such talks are successful
and lead to an Afghan-led
peace process. 

“The Secretary-General
has been following closely the
talks between the US and the
Taliban about a significant
reduction of violence in
Afghanistan aimed at opening
the way for intra-Afghan peace
negotiations,” the statement

said. In November last year, US
President Donald Trump
announced resumption of
peace talks with the Taliban.

After nine rounds of nego-
tiations with the Taliban,
Trump abruptly cancelled
peace talks in September after
a US soldier was killed in a sui-
cide attack in Afghanistan’s
capital, Kabul.

Guterres reiterated the
UN’s readiness to provide any
assistance that the parties may

require.
The UN chief, during an

international conference on
Afghan refugees on Monday in
Islamabad, called the global
community to step up efforts to
help bring peace in war-torn
Afghanistan, saying the Afghan
people need and deserve peace,
prosperity and full respect of
their human rights.

Noting that the Afghan
refugee crisis is the world’s
largest protracted refugee situ-

ation in recorded history,
Guterres said there is deep
impact on the Afghani people
due to the protracted nature of
conflict, poverty and forced
displacement.

Last week, Trump’s nation-
al security adviser Robert
O’Brien said he was cautious-
ly optimistic that there could be
a US agreement with the
Taliban over the next days or
weeks, but a withdrawal of
American forces was not immi-

nent. “I think that we’re mak-
ing significant progress,”
O’Brien said at an event host-
ed by the Atlantic Council in
Washington. 

“It’s something we’re keep-
ing the president appraised of
on a very regular basis. You
hate to make predictions when
it comes to Afghanistan ... but
I’ll say that we’re cautiously
optimistic that some good news
could be forthcoming on that
front,” he said.
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UN chief Antonio Guterres
on Tuesday visited the

revered Gurdwara Darbar
Sahib Kartarpur, the final rest-
ing place of Sikhism founder
Guru Nanak Dev, in Pakistan’s
Narowal town.

The Pakistan Sikh
Gurdwara Parbhandhik
Committee and Evacuee Trust
Property Board officials
received the UN Secretary
General at Kartarpur Sahib,
some 125kms from Lahore. A
Sikh boy presented him a bou-
quet.

Guterres was also briefed
about the Kartarpur Corridor
pact between Pakistan and
India. He was told that Pakistan
Prime Minister Imran Khan
had taken this initiative to
facilitate the Sikh community
of India and elsewhere to visit
the shrine.

Wearing an orange scarf,
Guterres visited different parts
of the Gurdwara. He was
served with traditional food in
lunch along with Sikhs and
Pakistani officials.

Strict security measures
were taken during the visit.

Indian Sikhs in good num-

ber were also present at
Kartarpur Sahib.

Khan inaugurated the
Kartarpur Corridor on
November 9, 2019 in connec-
tion with the 550 birth anniver-
sary of Guru Nanak Dev. 

Prime Minister Narendra
Modi inaugurated the corridor
from the Indian side on the
same day by flagging off the
first batch of over 500 Indian
pilgrims, including former pre-
mier Manmohan Singh and
Union minister Harsimrat
Kaur Badal.

Kartarpur Sahib in
Pakistan is located across the

river Ravi. It was established by
the Sikh Guru in 1522. The first
Gurdwara, Gurdwara
Kartarpur Sahib, was built here,
where Guru Nanak Dev is said
to have died. 

Earlier in the day, Guterres
addressed students at the
Lahore University of
Management Sciences and
urged them to focus on new
technologies. He termed cli-
mate change as the major issue
the world is facing today. He
also inaugurated a polio cam-
paign. Pakistan is one of the
three countries where polio is
still endemic.

�����'����
��
�	�(�������'���(���������������'�����������
�����������*����������	�(�
�)����'���������������%��'���(�������������)���	������������
������
�����������
�
���'��	��������*� ��

6��������	���
���������(�
��������	��:�
�)��� �	�9��7

Police in China have arrest-
ed a prominent activist who

had been a fugitive for weeks
and criticised President Xi
Jinping’s handling of the coro-
navirus epidemic while in hid-
ing, a rights group said
Tuesday.

Anti-corruption activist Xu
Zhiyong was arrested on
Saturday after being on the run
since December, according to
Amnesty International.

China’s ruling Communist
Party has severely curtailed
civil liberties since Xi took
power in 2012, rounding up
rights lawyers, labour activists
and even Marxist students.

The death this month of a
whistleblowing doctor who
was reprimanded by police for
raising the alarm about the
deadly new virus before dying
of it himself triggered rare
calls for political reform and
freedom of speech.

The “Chinese government’s
battle against the coronavirus
has in no way diverted it from
its ongoing general campaign
to crush all dissenting voices,”
said Patrick Poon, China
researcher at Amnesty
International, in an emailed
statement.

Another source, who spoke
to AFP on the condition of
anonymity, said Xu had been
arrested in the southern city of
Guangzhou.

Guangzhou police did not

respond to requests for com-
ment.

Xu went into hiding after
authorities broke up a
December gathering of intel-
lectuals discussing political
reform in the eastern coastal
city of Xiamen in Fujian
province, prior to the coron-
avirus crisis.

Over a dozen lawyers and
activists were detained or dis-
appeared after the Xiamen
gathering, according to rights
groups — and Xu’s detention
appears linked to his presence
at the meeting, explained
Poon.

But while on the run, Xu
continued to post information
on Twitter about rights issues.

On February 4 Xu released
an article calling on Xi to step
down and criticised his lead-
ership across a range of issues
including the US-China trade
war, Hong Kong’s pro-democ-
racy protests and the coron-
avirus epidemic, which has
now killed nearly 1,900 people.

“Medical supplies are tight,
hospitals are filled with
patients, and a large number of
infected people have no way to
be diagnosed,” he wrote.

“It’s a mess.” “The coron-
avirus outbreak shows just how
important values like freedom
of expression and transparen-
cy are — the exact values that
Xu has long advocated,” Yaqiu
Wang, China researcher at
Human Rights Watch, told
AFP.
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The maiden visit of President
Donald Trump to India

later this month has the poten-
tial to usher in a new era of
bilateral ties, a top American
business advocacy group has
said.

President Trump will pay a
state visit to India on February
24 and 25 at the invitation of
Prime Minister Narendra
Modi. He would be accompa-
nied by First Lady Melania
Trump.

“I believe President
Trump’s upcoming visit to
India has the potential to usher
in a new era of our bilateral
ties,” Mukesh Aghi, President of
the US India Strategic and
Partnership Forum (USISPF)
said in a statement on Monday.

On the sidelines of the
visit, the USISPF, in collabora-
tion with the Federation of
Indian Chambers of
Commerce and Industry
(FICCI) and the Observer
Research Foundation (ORF),
has announced to organise a
program entitled “US-India
Forum: Partners for Growth”.

The full-day discussion
will focus on the key pillars
defining India and the US’
strategic, economic, and cul-

tural partnership over the next
decade.

“We have an opportunity
before us to make real progress
on multiple aspects of the rela-
tionship — whether it is
upholding peace and security
in the Indo-Pacific region;
building upon an already
strong energy partnership;
developing co-production and
co-development opportunities
in the defence space; or
strengthening bilateral trade,”
Aghi said. “We look forward to
an extremely successful visit
and some concrete outcomes
from the visit,” he said.

The day-long programme
on February 25 in New Delhi,
will bring together over 500
senior business executives,
members of the US-India think
tank community and leading
figures of the Indian diaspora
to set the agenda for this strate-
gic partnership.             

Discussions during the day
will touch upon areas, includ-
ing the Indo-Pacific Strategy
and Maritime Security; the
US-India Defence Partnership,
the US-India Energy
Partnership, Elevating US-
India Trade and Investment
and Role of the Indian
Diaspora in US-India
Relations.

0	;��������	��
�������������
������	������	
�0� � 
�'���$�

His company is often criti-
cized for its environmen-

tal record, but Jeff Bezos, CEO
of Amazon and the world’s
richest man, said he was com-
mitting USD 10 billion to a new
fund to tackle climate change.

In a post to his 1.4 million
followers on Instagram on
Monday, the e-commerce
tycoon said the Bezos Earth
Fund would “fund scientists,
activists, NGOs — any effort
that offers a real possibility to
help preserve and protect the
natural world.”

“Climate change is the
biggest threat to our planet,”
said Bezos, whose net worth is
estimated to be around USD
130 billion.

Hundreds of Amazon
employees last month signed a
blog criticizing the online retail
giant’s climate policies and
demanding it do more to tack-
le climate change.

Amazon has been accused
of creating vast amounts of
waste from the packaging it
uses for doorstep deliveries, as
well as for the greenhouse gas
emissions from huge fleets of
vehicles.

The company, which in
December said its workforce
had hit 750,000, has also been
denounced over its carbon
footprint because of the high
energy consumption of its serv-
er farms for its lucrative cloud
computing activities.

“I want to work alongside
others both to amplify known

ways and to explore new ways
of fighting the devastating
impact of climate change on
this planet we all share,” Bezos
said in his announcement on
Monday.

Bezos, who maintained his
status as the world’s richest per-
son despite an expensive
divorce last year, said his new
foundation would begin issuing
grants later this year.

Last September, he said
Amazon would pledge to
become carbon neutral by 2040
and vowed that the company
would order 100,000 electric
delivery trucks.

Rather than make invest-
ments that the business guru
might profit from, the fund
would allocate grant money to
projects, The New York Times
said, quoting unnamed sources
familiar with the initiative.

Bezos divulged few details
on his social media post, which
attracted overwhelmingly pos-
itive responses from his fol-
lowers.

Bezos has often clashed
with US President Donald
Trump, who regularly attacks
climate change activists, recent-
ly calling them “perennial
prophets of doom.” The fund
was described as Bezos’s biggest
philanthropic commitment.

Fellow billionaire Bill
Gates, co-founder of Microsoft,
now devotes much of his time
to his charity foundation and a
venture fund that makes invest-
ments aimed at helping curb
emissions and reverse climate
change.
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Jurors will begin deliberating
the fate of ex-Hollywood

titan Harvey Weinstein on
Tuesday in his high-profile sex
crimes trial that marked a
watershed moment in the
#MeToo movement.

The disgraced movie
mogul, 67, faces life in prison
if the jury of seven men and
five women convict him of
predatory sexual assault
charges in New York.

More than 80 women have
accused Weinstein of sexual
misconduct since allegations
against him ignited the
#MeToo global reckoning
against men abusing positions
of power in October 2017.

But the jury is considering
charges related to just two: ex-
actress Jessica Mann and for-
mer production assistant Mimi
Haleyi, with many claims too
old to prosecute.

Mann, 34, says Weinstein
raped her in March 2013, while
Haleyi alleges he forcibly per-
formed oral sex on her in July
2006.

The proceedings, which
began hearing testimony on
January 22, threw up compli-

cated issues surrounding con-
sent and abuse of power for the
jury. Under cross-examination,
both Mann and Haleyi
acknowledged at least one con-
sensual sexual encounter with
Weinstein after the alleged
assaults.

Defense lawyers presented
dozens of emails and text mes-
sages in court that appeared to
show both Mann and Haleyi on
friendly terms with Weinstein
years after the alleged attacks.

His team said the relation-
ships were consensual and
transactional, arguing that the
accusers used sex with the
defendant to advance their
own careers.

Prosecutors said he was a
career sexual predator who
took advantage of his powerful
position in the American film
industry to prey on aspiring
young actresses.

Weinstein, the producer
of “Pulp Fiction” and “Sin
City,” is the first man accused
of abuse in the #MeToo move-
ment to face a criminal trial.

In closing arguments
Thursday, lead attorney Donna
Rotunno urged the 12 jurors to
make themselves “unpopular”
by acquitting Weinstein, insist-

ing he had been innocent from
the start.

She stressed that prosecu-
tors had failed to present any
forensic evidence or eyewitness
accounts.

The prosecution’s case rests
on whether the jury believes
the six women, including
actress Annabella Sciorra of
“The Sopranos,” who testified
that Weinstein had sexually
assaulted them.

Judge James Burke will
begin instructing jurors at 9:30
am (1430 GMT), before they
retire to consider their verdict.

He will remind them that
to convict, they must be sure of
the defendant’s guilt beyond all
reasonable doubt.

Weinstein faces five counts
including predatory sexual
assault, rape and a criminal sex-
ual act. The jury must reach
unanimous verdicts on each
count. If they cannot, the judge
may be forced to declare a mis-
trial. A split verdict is possible
where Weinstein is convicted of
some charges and cleared of
others. Weinstein is facing a
separate sex crimes investiga-
tion in Los Angeles and is also
the subject of several civil com-
plaints. 
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Fifteen women and five
children were trampled

to death in a stampede for
food and money for refugees
in southeast Niger, a region-
al governor said.

The accident occurred at
a youth and culture centre in
Diffa, the main town of a
region of the same name that
hosts more than a quarter of
a million refugees and inter-
nally displaced people, on
Monday.

“Unfortunately, fifteen
women and five children
died... in this regrettable
drama,” Issa Lemine, the
regional governor of Diffa,
said on television after visit-
ing the injured in hospital.

Aid workers confirmed
the death toll and said about
10 people had been injured.

The region which abuts
Nigeria and Chad has been
repeatedly hit by attacks by
Nigeria’s Boko Haram jihadist
group since 2015.

It hosts 119,000 Nigerian
refugees, 109,000 internally-
displaced people and 30,000
Nigeriens who have come
home from Nigeria because

of the instability in its north-
east, according to UN figures
released in October.

The aid being distributed
had been given by Babagana
Umara Zulum, the governor
of Borno state in northeast
Nigeria, a Nigerian official
told AFP.

He had come to the
region to visit camps for
refugees and the displaced,
and had already left the town
when the stampede occurred.

A large amount of food,
cooking oil and clothing, as
well as money, was due to be
distributed, a Diffa municipal
worker told AFP.

“Thousands of people
were in the courtyard of the
MJC (Culture and Youth
Centre) and nearby,” he said.

“As soon as the first peo-
ple received their rations, the
compressed crowd started to
get excited, the organisers
were swiftly overwhelmed
and then it all kicked off —
women, children and the fit
ones started to push,” the
employee said.

“The weakest people fell
to the ground. Some were
injured and others were
crushed to death.” A local res-

ident told AFP that aid work-
ers were distributing 5,000
naira ($13.75, 12.7 euros),
referring to Nigeria’s nation-
al currency.

Diffa governor Lemine
said a successful distribution
had taken place on Sunday.

“Thousands of people,
most of them refugees, heard
about the handout and left
the camps, sometimes travel-
ling up to 100 kilometres (60
miles) to get to Diffa,” the
source said.

A local official said he
was astonished at the situa-
tion: “Normally, people who
are entitled to the handouts
send a representative to Diffa
to pick it up. But this time,
the refugees themselves
decided to come and get it,
travelling dozens of kilome-
tres (miles).” Another resi-
dent said: “Even ordinary
inhabitants of Diffa rushed
there in the hope of getting
the handout.”

A local journalist said the
emergency services arrived
swiftly, taking wounded peo-
ple to local treatment centres,
while bodies were taken to
the morgue of the nearby
Diffa hospital.
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Apple is to miss its revenue
forecast for the March

quarter due to the coronavirus
epidemic, the US tech giant
said Monday, warning that
iPhone supplies worldwide
would also be impacted, under-
lining the economic cost of the
health crisis.

The COVID-19 virus
death toll now exceeds 1,800 in
China, where it has infected
more than 72,000 after emerg-
ing in the central province of
Hubei in December.

The virus has sparked
global economic jitters, travel
bans and the cancellation of
high-profile sporting and cul-
tural events.

“We are experiencing a
slower return to normal con-
ditions than we had anticipat-
ed,” Apple said in a statement.

“As a result, we do not
expect to meet the revenue
guidance we provided for the
March quarter.” Apple had
forecast revenue of $63 billion
to $67 billion for the second
quarter to March.

It said that worldwide

iPhone supply would be “tem-
porarily constrained” as its
manufacturing partners in
China were only slowly ramp-
ing up work after being closed
due to the virus.

Consumer demand in the
crucial Chinese market has
also been dampened after all
Apple stores were shut.

“Stores that are (now) open
have been operating at reduced
hours and with very low cus-
tomer traffic,” the company
said.

“We are gradually reopen-
ing our retail stores and will

continue to do so as steadily
and safely as we can.”

International Monetary
Fund chief Kristalina
Georgieva has said there could
be a cut of around 0.1-0.2 per-
centage points to global
growth, but stressed there was
much uncertainty about the
virus’s economic impact.

Outside of hardest-hit
Hubei, which has been effec-
tively locked down to try to
contain the virus, the number
of new cases has been slowing
and China’s national health
authority has said the out-

break was under control.
However, World Health

Organization chief Tedros
Adhanom Ghebreyesus said
that the trend “must be inter-
preted very cautiously.” The
travel industry has been most
directly affected by China’s
decision to quarantine dozens
of cities and cancel all overseas
tour groups.

Some countries have told
nationals to avoid travel to
China and banned arrivals
from there.

Supply chains of global
firms such as Apple supplier

Foxconn and auto giant
Toyota have been disrupted as
key production facilities in
China were temporarily
closed, and some major air-
lines have halted services.

Sportswear giants Nike
and Adidas shuttered hun-
dreds of stores in the country
earlier this month and warned
of a negative impact on their
earnings.

State media said China
may postpone its annual par-
liamentary session, which has
been held in March for the last
35 years.

��-.����3-�.�4���/�-
����-�**����6������
�0� � 6�%�#�

Amysterious toxic gas has
killed at least 11 people and

sickened several others in
Pakistan’s southern port city of
Karachi, police said on Tuesday.

Authorities were alerted
to the incident when the resi-
dents of Karachi’s Keamari
area began rushing to nearby
hospitals with severe breathing
problems on Sunday night.  

The source of a toxic gas
leak remained unclear on
Tuesday. Officials said 11 peo-
ple have been killed so far,
Dawn newspaper reported. 

Ziauddin Hospital
spokesperson Amir Shehzad
told the newspaper that nine
deaths took place at the hospi-
tal’s Keamari Campus over the
course of the past two days.

According to the police,
two other deaths were report-

ed at the Kutiyana Hospital.
Dozens of others have been

hospitalised in various medical
facilities across the city.

“We are still clueless about
the possible cause of the inci-
dent,” Karachi police chief
Ghulam Nabi Memon said.

He, however, said that
senior police officers in coor-
dination with the doctors are
trying to determine the exact
nature of the incident. 

Meanwhile, Karachi
Commissioner Iftikhar
Shallwani said that a ship that
was offloading soybean or a
similar substance could be the
probable cause of the toxic gas.

“When offloading from this
ship is halted, the smell too
diminishes,” he reasoned.
Maritime Affairs Minister Ali
Zaidi rubbished report that it was
caused by a soybean ship as the
crew and the vessel were fine.



7��������.���!��-�����3.����.�.�=����!
��"���.����--�-�����QA-���!�EA-����
@*-.�#��.3��������3�<��.�.���������".�!

��!��""�����.�!������3����"�����-���3����!
.��"3.��4.��������.�������������-����3!����--
������!����������<���!��-�K.��������!���-.��
.���8�3��.����<�3�!�����..���.�!�.����3���
��3�-��<�����..������!��--�

���;�>�4 ������-.���"��.��.��-�/�=��/
��-"��.������.��!�������-"��.��-�<����!�����!
�����.3����8�3�<����/�.���-"��.�����)�<���
��3�/�=���.��%�-"��.�"��"�������<��.�.����!��
���-�K.���..���<��.���=���.�������)�.�������
!���/�.�������-.����.����������.��-�.��"������
����<��.�=���;����-��--�/��!�.��.�������
-��<��/�����..�����-"��.�.��������3�!����<�.�)

��3�������!

3���.��������"�<��)�<���������-���3�.��
��������!���

$���4 	=���.���/���-�-���!�����-���
���!��-��"�-�������3K���/���/�.������.��.��.
�.��-"�����������!��--������3�����"���)
��3����.-�������!��--�-��3�!����-������!���.
;3-.�����!������.���=��!�;���-���3����<
"��"���<�3�!�/�.�-��-�.�=��.�)�;���-����3.
.���/-������/��!��)�����/������!�"���.��-�<�3�!
�����!���-��.�������.���.���)���3�!��K.�<��.
.���3�����3�����!/�-����������3K����=��
��!<���

�>>�;��>9���>��:4�8�3�������.������/�.
����.���.���)��.K-�"�--�����.��.�<��������!���/
����/����.���!��.������-"��-�����.��-���
��3��<������3�������--��.��.�-����"���.��'�

��3�-��3�!�<����������.���-��
����������=�3��.����--���!����!����.��-

��"��.��.�.��3�!��-.��!�.�����"��.�������
�.����"��"��K-�.��3/�.-���!��!�".�.��������.�
.��-���.��3��"��������=�!���.���-�.��.���-�!�
-��<����������������".����������-"��-��.�
.�����.��3/�.-��=������.���������/���-.�3-���.
�-������"���.�=��-.�"����.���!����.������
�������/������!��

�6>��9�7�����96�674 ������.�������.��.
��3�3�!��-.��!�.��.�=������<�"��"���/�.��.
��/�.����.��������-.�!������<����������.����!
.��.���3K������!��.��<����<�.��.����-��.���

������"��=�������.���=��!���.�����-.���-���
!���/�.��/�����.�-�-�.��"��=�����"�����-
�3.���-��/�.��.���-�/���/�����.�����<����/��/
��3�.-�-��.���������3��!����.����������!�����

�9�:����3�95;��>��<9��6����;�4 ��
��3K���.��.���--�.��.K-���"��=��/
����.���-��"-����.���������)�"��"���<�3�!���=�
��3���3.�<���"����������!-��"-�����/�.�.�4��
<�.��3.����.���)�-����3�-��3�!�K.�/�.��.
<���/��.�.�����/�����/�

�����"��"���<�.���=����""��/�-����-��'����
��3����!�<����!���������3��<��-�.�)�!��K.
"����.<��"��"���<�.���3/���/�-������.��=���

������������3��.�����?3����)�-��.��-�
"��.���-��"-�-��3�!������<���.�����"�.��-�
������/����-"�������-����-����!��/����!��K.
�������.)�����.K-���.�<�����/)�.�����-�3�����/)��.K-
�����.��.<����.���/-�3�.�����3�/�.��.���/�.�

(�6D��;������:��6������;��4�����.���=��!
"3��������.���-���-��3����-���3������
���
<�.����"�����-�.��.�������.�.����/�.�����/�.
!���-���-)����"�.������"��=��!���=�����.
<������3..��/����������3����"�����-����.��
-"�.�����������.������.��.����/�.��"��=����3
<���/����!�-���.���-�.����.���.������!���!
������������-.���-�

(�6D��<�9>����4 	=���������.�-������!
�����!-��"-�����3-����-.����.����!��K.�;3-.
<�����3.��8�-)���3�-��3�!�������!�.����3�

��"�����-��3.�����.�!��-�K.����<���.3�����)��.K��
������3���!������/�"����--��������!
�4����.��/����!��-��"�-��3�!������3��-.����
���.���������!��-����.��-�����.���-��"��3��!��/�
%���������.K-���.���3��;���.�����.�������
��--��3.���/��!�����.���-��"�<�.����3��-.���
�3�-����������3�����"���

*����6�����6����:���4����K.�����
"����-�-���3����K.����"��	�"�����-����
��=��!�������.�=��<-����.���"�.��.����.����
.������"����-��3�!�!���3.��.K-�3"�.����3�.�
��-3�����3�!��K.����-��.�������"�-
3�����--����������.�����������-<��-���3����!
.��.��������3.)�!��.��.)���3�-��3�!��������
���"�-�!�-.�.��<�������..��/�

����
���
��������'� ��
)�0�4���
�������'�����
������?� ����'� ��������

������������������� ����� �� � !"#�$%$% ��������� 

/ '(1 ' +

�%	��$���(��������0�����0
�%*�����$�
����.���(������
'.�"��!(��*A)AAAL�*0)AAA�"������.�
����(���.���-�������� � @E***+@�
�""����.����!��!����(�5���3����@@)�@A@A

������	�(�������0�(�*�0�
�����0���
����.���(������
'.�"��!(��*A)AAA�"������.�
����(���.���-�������� � @E***+D�
�""����.����!��!����(�5���3����@@�@A@A

�%	��$���(��������0�����0
��0�$$�)

����.���(������
'.�"��!(��0)AAAL�Q)AAA�"��
���.�
����(
��.���-�������� � @E***+1�
�""����.����!��!����(�5���3���
@D)�@A@A

��$�����(������0�����0
����&�*���	��0�	0�
����.���(�
����5�������
'.�"��!(��*0)AAA�"������.�
����(���.���-�������� � @E***+0�
�""����.����!��!����(�5���3����@0)�@A@A

�����0�����0����0�	��%�%$E�
����.���(����/��3�3
'.�"��!(��*A)AAA�"������.�
����(���.���-�������� � @E***+*�
�""����.����!��!����(�5���3����@@)�@A@A

������	�(�������0����������0���
����.���(����/��3�3
'.�"��!(��*0)AAAL�*+)AAA�"������.�
����(���.���-�������� � @E***+A�
�""����.����!��!����(�5���3����@0)�@A@A

%����0�%����0��0���	�)����%���0�
����.���(����/��3�3
'.�"��!(��,)AAAL�+)AAA�"������.�
����(���.���-�������� � @E***QE�
�""����.����!��!����(�5���3����@@)�@A@A

�
�����!���������/�����3���!�.��
��3���������=��.3.�����-������/��-��.�
������.�.����-�����!�".������������".-

��!�-��"������L��������/�����--���!���
'.3!��.-������.�����!�-���������.��-����
�����������.�����<�.����/��-���

��������/���������!L.��������������
��!������������.��-������!����-����/����!3��.�
.����=��������.������!3��.���������.��.���
=�����3�������/3�/�-����-"�.������!���
/���/�.��	�/��-����!�3��-�����-)
��-������-��<-�.��.������-.3!��.-
-.�3//���<�.��	�/��-���-������/3�/��
'.3!��.-��-"��������-.�3//���<���
-.3!���/���!�.����/�.��/��-"����"��4

�����".-�����.����-3�;��.-��������.����!
'�������.��.�����.�3/�.����	�/��-���

'�����'��.�)���3�!��L#	$)�-��!(
B'.3!��.-���!�.�����<���L����/��-��.�.��
���.�������=���.���/�.��.�<��!���'3�;��.-
�������.����!�'�����������������"��4
��!����!L�3����/���������)��������/�.��
�3����3�3����������/3�/��.�������
������.������������"�.��������
��/�/�!��������3���������/��-�����.��.
<�-�"���".�!�����3��������������.��.��
-.3!��.��3-.���������������.�����-"���
<������������/���!���=������--�����.��.�
�!3��.���������.��.����!�=��-�
���/3�/�-�C

�
�����!���5��.����
5�!���.����F��55G
�������������3����!��.-

5��.���������/����.
���/������<�.��.��
-�/���/��������$��<�.�
'"���-����
��/�'���.������L���!��-
#�!�I�#5�����-�<����������
-.3!��.-�.��-.3!�����.����
��.��-�O������)��3����
��!�#�!�I�F'"���G�

����"��/������<���
"��=�!��-.3!��.-�<�.�
���!-L����4"�����.���
.������/�����=�����-"��.���
���.����������!�����!
�����!�����-�"��/�����

<����"��=�!���4��"����
���.���������/��-�.�����.
.������!-������!���
���.�����

����3����.��)
���-�!��.)���55�-��!(�B
�
���.�.��.�-3����
"��/������<�-��3��
���!�!�.�����"�-.3!��.-
3�!��-.��!�.����3����-
��!�/������"���.���-
��=��=�!��������/��/
���.������
�.��.��
�3����3�3����������/
.�����.�������!�"���.����
���<��!/�)�.�����<��������
"���!�/��-���.�������.����
����/����.����.��

��3�.���C
��A�<����9��4

���3���.�-��4��3-�=����!
������������/���-�/�.-����.�
.����"���.���-����#�!�I�#5
O����/�=��/�-.3!��.-�.��
�""��.3��.��.����=����!
<�������.�����3�������
���.��

����������!��--���
.�-.���-3��-�.��.
��.���-.�!����!�!�.����-
����?3����""��.3��.��.�
����������.�������.�!�-��.-
�������������������

'.���/�����L3"���
/���������3�.��.��-����
.��������<��!/��

�
�""�����!3�.�!�.��
��.�L��=�����3�!���
��""��5����<-��"

���/����������������
���-�����)��=���@AA

-�����-������.�����.�
"��.���"�.�!����.��
"��/�������

����"��/�����)
<��������"��-�-����.�-.)
-���������!���3�-�����/)
�-�!�-�/��!�.�����"
-.3!��.-����#��--�-�&�.�
P���3�!��-.��!�.����
-.���/.�-���!
<�����--�-)���!�-��<

.��������<���/�/��/�<��

.���������#3��.�!����.�"

.������-������!��)��.��-��
DAL���3.��.�-.�.��.
�!��.����-�-.3!��.->
�����".3���3�!��-.��!��/)
�3�������������.��-���!
"������L-��=��/�-����-��

=>�	������	����������������
��������������������

	%�0��0��������$����0%������$��������������

��))���0�%(�	���)%%0*�$$����0����	%����

0%����)�$$%&�������%������

'(�22�'?>

Data and big data have been buzzwords for
the last several years. Universities are

making great progress when it comes to using
data to help with retention and student suc-
cess. However, there is still much room for
improvement to take advantage of data-dri-
ven decision-making across the entire cam-
pus.

For instance, data can be used to deter-
mine if classrooms are being utilised optimally
before new construction projects are kicked
off. It can and should be used to determine
if aging computer labs should be renewed or
transformed into something that is more use-
ful to the university. Efforts like these can not
only streamline campus operations, but also
ensure that we are making most of the
resources we have in the service of teaching
and learning.

Another area where data can be used
more is Geographic Information Systems
(GIS) data. Historically, GIS data has primarily
been used in sciences. But that same data
could be analysed in practically any class on
a college campus. Think history, political sci-
ence, criminal justice, urban planning — there
is so much data out there, and we can all do
a better job of using it.

The future of any innovation in teaching
and learning is almost always a combination
of all of the following: Academic discipline,
pedagogy, learning environment, data and
educational technology. And data-informed
research and formative evaluation is the key
to avoiding just chasing shiny new objects on
the one hand and just staying with what we've
always done on the other. The foundational
blocks for making any headway in analytics,
particularly learning analytics, are: 
� Institutional (rather than vendor) owner-
ship of data generated by teaching and learn-
ing activity.
� Transparency of data models created
through our data (rather than being propri-
etary).
� Data and integration standards.

YouTube began in February 2005, and 12
years later, Wikipedia reports a billion hours
of content watched on the platform each day.
The sheer volume of educational video cre-
ates challenges for faculty in creating new con-
tent, as well as finding and reusing content.
During the busy academic semesters, facul-
ty do not have time to watch, curate and clip
videos! The cognitive overload of video use
can be significant, leading us to look for spe-
cialised collections like Ted Talks and Khan
Academy. Harvard’s DART initiative is one

recent effort to try to help faculty and
instructional designers make full use of
open access assets created for edX MOOCs.

As we increase dependence on instruc-
tional videos, we also need to focus on issues
of accessibility for people with a range of
needs. Digital education is generating new
learning opportunities as students engage in
online, digital environments and as faculty
change educational practices through the use
of hybrid courses, personalised instruction,
new collaboration models and a wide array
of innovative, engaging learning strategies. A
21st Century view of learner success requires
students to not only be thoughtful consumers
of digital content, but effective and collabo-
rative creators of digital media, demonstrat-
ing competencies and communicating ideas
through dynamic storytelling, data visuali-
sation and content curation.

As instructors create assignments and
develop rubrics for assessing new forms of stu-
dent work across academic disciplines, fac-
ulty and students would benefit from access
to new collaborative spaces with the tech-
nology and consulting expertise to success-
fully complete media-rich assignments and
projects. One example at Oregon State is in
general biology courses, where senior instruc-
tors Lesley Blair and Mark Lavery infuse their
own lectures with media-rich components
and have their students include their own
media elements in assignments and social
media postings. 
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The Newcastle
University, UK, has
announced a new

round of scholarship support
for outstanding applicants
from India. 

Value of award: 50% or
100% of tuition fees.

Eligibility: To be consid-
ered for the 100% scholarships
applicants must: Be a national
of one of India; Be assessed as
international for fee purposes;
Hold an offer for an eligible
undergraduate or postgradu-
ate degree programme at the
university’s city-centre campus
for the 2020/21 academic year.
Eligible candidates will be
assessed according to evidence
of academic ability, commit-
ment to studies and quality of
application.

Application duration:
September 2020 for the full
duration of the degree pro-
gramme.

Application form:
Candidates can apply for this
scholarship online separately
to their course. They must
already hold an offer to study
at the University to apply and
will need to provide details of
qualifications, a personal
statement and a reference.

To know more visit:
https://www.ncl.ac.uk/interna-
tional/country/india/#feesand-
funding

How to apply: Online at
https://app.geckoform.com/pub
lic/#/modern/FOEU01c3pA4O
abrE

Application deadline:
March 27 2020 and May 29,
2020.

The Vancouver Island
University invites applications
for its VIU World-Wide
Entrance Scholarships for the
incoming first-year high-
potential overseas aspirants.
The program is open for
international students who
will commence in the under-
graduate degree coursework at
the VIU in Canada.

Eligibility: The awards
are available for new long-
term academic undergraduate
student applicants. Must
attach Attach certified copies
of all educational documents
and copy of passport.
Admission requirements:
Applicants must have graduat-
ed from high school or equiv-
alent. Language requirement:
Claimants are required to ful-
fil the English language
requirements of the university.

How to apply: For grasp-
ing the opportunity, you have
to enrol in the UG degree
coursework online or offline
and submitted it to
International Admissions
Vancouver Island University
900 Fifth StreetNanaimo, B.C.
V9R 5S5 Canada. No applica-
tion is necessary.

Application deadline:
The last date to apply is March
31, 2020.
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The first phase for admis-
sions to
BE/BTech(Paper-I) and

BArch/BPlanning (Paper-II)
was held between January 6-9,
2020 and the second phase will
be held between April 5-11,
April 2020. Students have the
option to appear in one or both
phases. The result will howev-
er consider the students' per-
formance in the best of the two
phases. 

Clearing JEE (Main) is not
difficult. Systematic approach
towards its preparation will
help. The JEE (Main) consists
of CBSE syllabus of Physics,
Chemistry and Mathematics
and some common topics from
Classes XI and XII of State
Boards. About 25% questions
in the exam are easy, 50% are
average and 25% are difficult.
The cut-off for JEE (Main) is
generally around 65%.. 

TIPS FOR PHYSICS
� Mechanics is one topic that
is considered less scoring by
most experts. However, this is
also the topic that forms the
major portion. This topic can’t
be neglected.
� One must try to concentrate
on other scoring topics to
ensure a better performance,
for example Optics, Electricity

and Magnetism. 
� Kinematics and particle
dynamics are important topics
of Mechanics that make regu-
lar appearances.
� Refer to past years’ papers,
and sample test papers to
understand what to expect
when you have started solving
advanced level problems.
� According to the general
trends, Mechanics and
Electricity and Magnetism are
the most important topics in
terms of the number of ques-
tions asked in JEE of previous
years. Vector is one concept
that students commonly
encounter in dealing with any
of these topics, so effort must
be taken to understand it prop-
erly.
� In the decreasing order of
the marks they carry are listed
different topics of Physics
according to their appearance
in previous year’s papers.
� Thermodynamics is impor-
tant from the terms of Physics
and Chemistry so concentrate
on that as well. 

TIPS FOR MATH
� Previous JEE papers suggest
that in more attention should
be paid to Chapters like Vectors
and 3-D than Probability or
Indefinite integration as

Vectors and 3-D offers very less
scope to examiner, as far as
variety in questions is con-
cerned. One more chapter is
Complex Number, from which
every year 2-3 problems are
asked. Hence mastering com-
plex numbers, vectors, 3-D
and Definite integral must be
on top priority.
� Keeping in mind the trend
of last years’ paper all topics
had been covered with more
importance given to topics of
Algebra, Calculus and Co-
ordinate Geometry.
� To tackle questions from
Co-ordinate Geometry all
aspects and the results of
Algebraic Calculations of prop-
erties of conics must be known. 
� In chapters of Calculus like
Functions, Application of
derivatives one can fetch easy
marks if graphical approach is
adopted.
� Trigonometry though hav-
ing less weightage must not be
ignored as it is scoring. One
must grasp all important for-
mulae in Trigonometry. This is
a scoring topic in Mathematics.
� Chapters like Mathematical
Reasoning / Determinants/
Statistics/ Mathematical
Induction must also be covered
to fetch some quick marks as
the questions from this chap-

ter are relatively simple. 
� Refer to past years’ JEE
Main papers, and sample test
papers to get familiar. 

TIPS FOR CHEMISTRY
� Conceptual clarity, applica-
tion skills and awareness to the
prescribed syllabus should be
the focus.
� Practice the most relevant
questions daily to develop speed.
Pay special attention to topics
like Mole concept, Chemical
Equilibrium and
Electrochemistry.
� Take a careful and patient
approach for Organic Chemistry
giving attention to the topics like
Stereochemistry, GOC (General
Organic Chemistry) and
Functional Group Analysis.
� In Inorganic chemistry most
of the questions which are asked
are conceptual, concerned with
structures, processes and appli-
cations. Special attention is a
must to the topics like Chemical
Bonding and Coordination
Chemistry.
� Special attention should be
given to the topics like
Biomolecules, Chemistry in
everyday life andEnvironmental
chemistry.
� Special attention to
NCERTshould be given as JEE
Main is completely NCERT

based in Chemistry.
� Special attention should be
given to the topic Drinking
Water. One should try to learn
the Threshold Limits for the var-
ious ions in drinking water.

Attempt theoretical ques-
tions first and then questions
which require calculation. It is
advisable to avoid numerical
questions in the first 10 or 15
minutes of the exam. 

DOS
� Attempt easy questions first. 
� Choose sections that have
less risk and more gain.
� Carefully scroll through the
entire question paper in the first
five minutes.
� Keep a check on time while
attempting the paper
� Attempt all numerical based
type questions as there is no
negative marking.

DON’TS
� Start from question you don’t
know.
� Get upset if any section is
tough. You can score in other
sections.
� Guess if you have no idea
about the concept involved in a
question.
� Be nervous if you find the
paper tough, since it is the rel-
ative performance that counts. 
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Legrand India, a part of the Legrand
Group conducted a Students’ Connect

Programme for the winners of the
UGAM — Legrand’s Scholarship pro-
gramme on February 17, 2020.

This is an initiation to build a lasting
relationship with the students and is an

orientation about the industry, know-
how from SMEs and gaining mentoring
support from Legrand leadership
team/employees. 

The group entered the education sec-
tor in 2018 with an objective to help girl
students to pursue their higher education.
This scholarship intends to assist the
deserving girl students for pursuing engi-

neering and architecture courses from
recognised Indian universities.

Under this programme, it is support-
ing academically promising girl students
with a scholarship aid of 60 per cent of
course fee or up to �60,000 per annum.
The winners are selected basis their merit
and socio-economic background. 

Tony Berland, CEO, Legrand India,
said: “The UGAM scholarship for girls
aims to empower them through quality
professional education and build forth
future women leaders. The programme
goes a step further in ensuring that the
group is with the students not just as a
scholarship sponsor but a mentor and a
guide to a successful career journey
ahead.”

The renowned film producer
Anil Sharma, who produced

the superhit film Gadar, inaugu-
rated the 21th Annual Cultural fes-
tival of IP University ‘Anugoonj
2020’ at the Dwarka campus of the
University here on February 17,
2020.  Delving down the nostalgia,
he said such type of functions
remind me of my childhood. He
called upon the students partici-
pating in this cultural festival to go
ahead to achieve their goals in life.

Presiding over the function
the Vice Chancellor of the univer-
sity Prof Mahesh Verma said: “We
learn a lot of things outside the class

room. Festivals are fun but it
involves a lot of good things to learn
like healthy competition, leader-
ship, confidence, esteem etc. the
education combined with culture is
essential for life.”

Prof Manpreet Kaur Kang,

Director — Students Welfare of the
University informed on the occa-
sion that apart from University
schools, all the affiliated colleges are
actively participating in the festival.

Dr Anjali Shaukeen, Associate
Director — Students Welfare of the
University presented Annual
Report of the Directorate of
Students Welfare.   

This three days cultural con-
clave of the University is loaded
with a number of star perfor-
mances like band performance by
Sankraman Band and  star night by
play back singer Benny Dayal on
the concluding day of the event.
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The Lady Irwin College’s
annual festival is an event

packed with a  perfect balance
of constructive creativity, fun
and frolic. The fest spans over
two days, starting today, con-
sisting of numerous competi-
tions and activities, organised
by various societies of the
College.

These include a fashion
show, jam session, street dance,
film making, group dance
competition, environment
hunt and stage play competi-
tion among other activities. 

Each fest day will end
with a live performance;
tonight will be a DJ Night,
where DJ Carnivore will be
dropping popping beats; the
second evening will be graced
by Mohit Chauhan who has
sung songs like Dooriyan,
Rabba and Bezubaan.
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Manav Rachna University

invites applications for
admission to its Computer
Science & Technology pro-
grammes for the session 2020-
23/24.

Programmes offered:
BTech Computer Science and
Engineering (Four years),
MTech Computer
Engineering (Two years),
BTech Computer Science and
Engineering — Specialisation
in Artificial Intelligence &
Machine Learning in
Association with Xebia (Four
years)

Eligibility: Merit prepa-
ration/short listing of candi-
dates shall be on the basis of
score in JEE Mains
2020/SAT/Uni Gauge E
2020/MRNAT 2020/Class XII
qualifying examination.

How to apply: Log on to
manavrachna.edu.in.
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The Indian Institute of Art

and Design (IIAD) in collab-
oration with Kingston School
of Art, London invites appli-
cations for admissions to its
undergraduate programmes
in Fashion Design, Fashion
Business Management,
Communication Design and
Interior Architecture &
Design. It also offers post-
graduate programmes in
Fashion Design and Fashion
Business Management. The
Institute offers these pro-
grammes through its creative
studio-based education and
strives to groom the next gen-
eration of designers and
design thinkers at its campus
in New Delhi. 

Admission process: IIAD
entrance test

Exam date: April 26, 2020
How to apply: Log on to

www.iiad.edu.in or call on
+91 98713 83633, +91 11
4138 0000.
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Make-up Studio Training

Center invites applications

f o r
admissions to its
Comprehensive Make-up
Artistry course.  

Eligibility: Class XII pass
(all streams)

L ast date to apply :
February 23, 2020

How to apply: Log on to
www.makeupstudio.in/course/
comprehensive-make-up-
artistry or candidates can
download the application
form website and apply or
walk into the corporate
branch with all documents to
register.
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IMS-Design & Innovation

Academy invites applications
for admissions to its Bachelors
of Science: Jewellery Design,
Bachelors of Fine Arts:
Fashion  Design,  Bachelors of
Fine Arts: Applied Arts and
Bachelors of Fine Arts:
Fashion International.

Eligibility: Candidates
who have passed or will
appear for the qualifying
examinations under the high-
er secondary from any recog-
nised Board of Education
such as AISSCE/IB/ICSE, or
equivalents.

All eligible candidates will
have to undergo Design
Entrance Exam (DEE) at DIA,
Campus Noida which com-
prises of a written test and
personal interview.  

Last date to apply: July,
2020

How to apply: Log on to
www.diaindia.co.in or the
application form can be
obtained for �1000 by cash
from the academy or by post
enclosing a Demand Draft of
�1050/- in favour of Design &
Innovation Academy.

Business can be charac-
terised as all types of
exchange, trading of

merchandise and enterprises
with the aim of generating
profits. But business must be
firmly entwined with morals.
People, organisations and
Governments are consistent-
ly broiled with charting out
policies pertaining to what is
best for an economy and for
the development of capital.
They are constantly on the
lookout to avoid any situation
like inflations or recession. 

The job of the people in
management is characterised
by these standards of what is
best for individuals and what
is best for the organisation,
and this requires the ability to
understand human conduct
and in turn, setting up a com-
pelling style of an initiative. 

So, in a world that is heav-
ily relying on the right per-
sonnel to execute the right
orders, what does a degree in
management teach?

What you may discover in
a business degree covers an
expansive scope of subjects, for

example, financial aspects,
accounting and innovative
strategies that prepare individ-
uals for a plethora of situations.
A business degree may begin
with learning the pertinent
ideas in these fields, to guar-
antee there will be no critical
holes when beginning a voca-
tion. In later years, obligatory
modules can be clubbed with
specific territories of study, for
instance, organisation law or
buyer conduct. 

It is important that  man-
agerial aspirants learn from
their own firsthand experi-
ence, and hence emphasis on
experiential learning as an
integral part of curriculum is
important.

The course also rather
offers one the chance to expand
one’s innovative edges. Aside
from the theoretical knowledge
on subjects, which are pivotal,
one will likewise be prepared
for unexpected situations that
might arise in a business. Even
if one has to consider turning
an idea into a startup, the edu-
cational programme has been
designed in a way that every

perspective can be checked
out. 

The best management edu-
cation cultivates citizenship
through a broad-based educa-
tion that also covers humani-
ties and social sciences.

The potential outcomes
for a business graduate are
practically innumerable.
Positions as an investment
banker or a financial regulator
might be engaging, however,
individuals must be aware of
the high-pressure nature of
such jobs. Individuals can also
work in retail management
where major FMCG companies
can open doors for individuals

with a degree in business man-
agement. 

The more enterprising stu-
dents can find success by build-
ing their own business without
any degree of study. But the
lofty expectation to know
everything, find funding, and
the knowledge to fight the
ever-changing business land-
scape can happen only through
a degree in business manage-
ment. 

People who pursue
Business Management are also
offered a tremendous pay pack-
age right from their place-
ments. The degree also addi-
tionally allows one to work in

various administrative situa-
tions in different associations.
In this way, with the steady
interest of the board, one can
develop themselves in their
profession significantly. 

Management programmes
are designed to help in improv-
ing one’s holistic abilities.
Under this programme, stu-
dents are made to take a shot
at different situations, under-
stand different scenarios and
compose projects so that they
can confront realistic business
scenarios. At the point where
every job requires one to be a
pioneer, these qualities will be
especially significant. 

Having a range of abilities
relating to business manage-
ment can help anyone with a
rewarding vocation. Getting
admission to business man-
agement, one can start right
after they finish Class XII, as an
undergrad programme, or after
graduation. There are numer-
ous specialisations that one
can decide on, in the center of
their profession. 
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Technology is changing at a
pace that multiple industries
are ripe for disruption. What

was relevant and sought after a few
years ago, is no longer in vogue. Ask
a Digital Marketeer, a banker or for
that matter a professional in any
industry — would they be relevant
if they did not learn new things for
the last five years?

In a lot of scenarios — having
experience is actually going against
you. Try saying that you have seven
years of experience in NET/Java/soft-
ware testing and see what opportuni-
ties do you get. Now say that you are
in your final year of graduation, have
a good understanding of machine
learning and have been winning data
science competitions for a year — you
will see floodgates of opportunities
open.

The point is that the field for cre-
ating impact after graduation has
never been this flat before. 

Also there has been a slew of new
technologies which have become
mainstream in the last five years.
blockchain, data science, Internet of

Devices (IoT), augmented reality
(AR) and virtual reality (VR), reusable
space vehicles, new programming
languages, new programming frame-
works — all of these have come up in
the last five years.

So one can’t ask for experience
beyond a few years, if one want to hire
a lot of people and make fast progress.
Among all of these, data science and
machine learning probably hold the
most number of opportunities as
things see today. Data science is now
a horizontal impacting multiple indus-
tries — banking, telecom, ecom-
merce and oil & gas. So, it is no sur-
prise that most of the graduates com-
ing out today look up to building
careers in data science.

Having said that, a lot of them do
not make a meaningful effort in
learning and applying the subject.
Hence, it is still a very small percent-
age of people coming out today —
who get opportunities in data science.
But, with the right preparation and
application — there is no limit to the
kind of opportunity you can get and
the kind of impact you can create.

So, how does one prepare for a
data science career as a person grad-
uating soon? Here are some handy
tips. 
� Start learning about data science
and programming as soon as you can.
It does not matter which stream you
are in. As long as you have good quant
skills, love problem solving and have
a lot of curiosity — you are a good fit
with data science roles. Start by learn-
ing python, basics of statistics and lin-
ear algebra. Once you have done that
— you can move ahead with learning
data science algorithms and process-
es.
� Apply what you learn. Data science
is actually an Applied Science and
what better way to stake your claim
than showing some applications. You
not only learn how to solve problems
using these tools and techniques, but
also differentiate your resume from all
those wanting to do data science but
not putting in efforts in the direction.
Participate in practice problems on
Analytics Vidhya or Kaggle to start
with. Once you are comfortable, par-
ticipate in a few hackathons and data

science competitions. You can also
pick up open data sets in the area of
your interest to create projects and
solve problems.
� Participate in data science com-
munities and look for mentors. There
are some thriving data science com-
munities today in India. Join these
communities, interact with data sci-
ence professionals through meetups,
webinars, slack channels and find a
few mentors to guide you for the rest
of your career.

As long as you have a few years to
learn, you can start devoting a few
hours daily and build up the momen-
tum over time. If that is not the case
and you have placements coming up
in the next 3 - 6 months, you will need
to put in more effort to cover up for
the expectations. There is no dearth
of resources available — only time! So
make sure you devote high quality
time and you can cover the ground.

Remember — you can't really ask
for a better time to graduate! 
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Name number is the most
important and significant

number among the three —
name number, psychic number,
destiny number. The name
number is important for each
and every person because the
influence of one’s name num-
ber, unlike one’s psychic and
destiny numbers, continues
even after one leaves one’s
body.

Your name is the first gift
you receive after birth, and it
was chosen specifically for you.
Your full name is an element in
your numerology chart that is
explored in depth by finding
the various arithmetic factors
within it and utilising them as
elements of their own.

The name number plays a
key role in one’s social life and
marriage. This is the reason it
was popular to add the family
name to the maiden name
after marriage. Adding the
family name to the maiden
name creates harmony with the
husband in the family name. It
is generally believed but may
not be 100 per cent true.

One should always remem-
ber that for integration of a new
pattern, it takes minimum two-
six months (it will take three-

months, if the age of person is
between 22-42, it will take two
months, if the age is below 21
and five-six months if the age
of the person is above 42). The
results will be better and faster,
if the person is called by a new
name more frequently, so as to
get its best effects.

If any change is made in
the spelling of a name of a per-
son, though the pattern of
sound waves in the water in the
body remaining the same, then
it will take minimum six
months to integrate with the
body. In such cases whatever
the spelling of new name is
changed, its integration with

the body and subconscious
mind will depend upon how
frequently the spelling of the
name are written or commu-
nicated with the people and in
the social media. 

More and more we start
writing the new name with the
new spelling, faster the effect
will be. If you just change the
spelling and remain silent and
do not use it frequently, it will
never give any effect. The effect
is directly proportionate to the
frequency with which the new
name or its spellings are used.
Once after the change you
start observing the change in
your behaviour, peace of mind
then you should think that this
new name is vibrating posi-
tively with you and the new
planet, which is formed start
vibrating with your date of
birth and results will become
positive.

You should go on writing
your name with the new addi-
tion of alphabet, at least twen-
ty to thirty thousand times on
a piece of paper for about ten
minutes every day. This will
improve vibration of name and
the person can perform better.
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Tottenham Hotspur’s hopes
of obtaining something

from the season have been
equated to someone hanging
on for dear life from a balcony
in a typically colourful anal-
ogy by their manager Jose
Mourinho.

The 57-year-old
Portuguese made the compar-
ison after he said he believed
Korean star Son Heung-min's
season could well be over due
to a fractured right arm.

Mourinho is already with-
out star striker Harry Kane —
side-lined since January with
a torn hamstring -- as the club
enters a crucial  period.
Midfielder Moussa Sissoko is
another long-term casualty.

Spurs host German side
RB Leipzig in a Champions
League Last 16 first leg match
on Wednesday and play
Chelsea in a match that could
prove pivotal in the dog-fight
for the fourth and final
Champions League spot.

“You know I like analo-
gies,” said Mourinho, who
took over after Mauricio
Pochettino was sacked in late
November last year.

“Sometimes I do good
ones and sometimes silly ones.
This time I do this.

“When we arrived we
were in minus 12 floor, we got
on the stairs and we started
climbing.

“But immediately the
stairs broke and trouble.

“We were trying to find a
way.

“Lots of effort but we
were going and going.

“Then 11th floor and
when we arrived on the fourth
floor, where we wanted to
arrive, someone took the stairs
away so we are now in trou-
ble.

“We are holding by our
arms on the balcony.”

Mourinho said the club
were at a crossroads in their
season.

“Now we have two
options,” he said.

“To fall and die because
it's the fourth floor.

“The other is to climb. We
will be on that balcony fight-
ing with everything we have.”

=&����������?�
Son's absence comes as a

cruel blow to the player and
the team as he had been in a
rich vein of form scoring in
the last five matches after fill-
ing in for Kane up front.

The 27-year-old South
Korean international forward
suffered the injury in the 3-2
Premier League victory over
Aston Villa— in which he
scored twice including the
late winner — on Sunday.

Son suffered the injury in
a robust first-minute chal-
lenge from Villa's Ezri Konsa.
The club did not specify how
long Son would be out -- he is
due to undergo surgery this
week -- but Mourinho was
pessimistic.

“I’m not going to count on
him again this season,”
Mourinho said.

The club said only after
the medical operation would
they be able to say how long
he would be absent.

“Following surgery, our
medical staff shall be review-
ing management options for
Son's rehabilitation with the
player expected to be sidelined
for a number of weeks.”

Mourinho said he would
have phrased the statement
differently.

“The club wrote a nice
statement,” he said.

“If I was the one to write
the statement I would write
different. We miss him,” added
the 57-year-old Portuguese.

With both Kane and Son
missing, Lucas Moura looks
like having the burden placed
on him as Mourinho dis-
counted untested Irish young-
ster Troy Parrott.

“In some periods I was
worried about not having
attacking options on the
bench, now it’s not having
attacking options on the
pitch,” said Mourinho.

"My thoughts are that
Troy Parrott is not ready and
Ryan Sessegnon is not a strik-
er.”
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Manchester United moved to with-
in three points of fourth-placed

Chelsea with a smash and grab 2-0 win
at Stamford Bridge thanks to goals
from Anthony Martial and Harry
Maguire.

Chelsea had two goals disallowed
by VAR reviews and were furious
Maguire was not sent-off early on for
an off-the-ball kick out at Michy
Batshuayi.

However, Blues boss Frank
Lampard cut a frustrated figure as the
flaws in both boxes which have seen his
side win just four of their last 14 league
games were exposed once more against
ordinary opposition.

Victory lifts United up to seventh
and within two points of Tottenham in
fifth, which could be good enough to
qualify for the Champions League next
season pending Manchester City’s
appeal again a two-season ban from
European competition.

Lampard made a bold call before
kick-off by again dropping the most
expensive goalkeeper in football histo-
ry, Kepa Arrizabalaga, to the bench in
favour of the 38-year-old Willy

Caballero.
Batshuayi also started with Tammy

Abraham ruled out by injury and
Lampard's anger at missing out on a
striker in the January window was
borne out by a poor night for the mis-

firing Belgium forward.
Chelsea suffered another injury

blow early on when N’Golo Kante hob-
bled off and the France World Cup
winner is now a doubt to face Bayern
Munich in the Champions League next

week.
The loss of Kante did not disrupt

the home side’s early rhythm as Reece
James and Willian fired just wide.

Chelsea were then furious Maguire
somehow escaped without being sent-
off for kicking Batshuayi after the two
collided in front of the dugouts.

The former Marseille attacker
then squandered the first of a host of
chances by firing wide from Mason
Mount’s cut-back.
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Chelsea’s sense of injustice
increased when Willian was harshly
booked for diving as he went down
under a challenge from Bruno
Fernandes looking for a penalty.

United had not made Caballero
make a single save before going in front
a minute before the break when
Martial planted a brilliant header into
the far corner from Aaron Wan-
Bissaka’s cross.

There was still time for Batshuayi
to miss another chance before half-time
when he skewed wide from a narrow
angle.

The one-way traffic continued at

the start of the second period as
Mount hit the post and a brave block
from Wan-Bissaka deflected Pedro's
goal-bound effort behind.

But even when Chelsea did get the
ball in the net through substitute Kurt
Zouma, the goal was ruled out by VAR
for a push on Brandon Williams by
Cesar Azpilicueta.

Fernandes was unable to make
much of an impact from open play in
his second United appearance since a
USD 62 million move from Sporting
Lisbon.

However, the Portuguese interna-
tional is a huge threat from set-pieces
and nearly caught Caballero out with
a free-kick that crashed back off the
post.

Moments later, Fernandes provid-
ed his first assist for the Red Devils with
a corner which Maguire powered
home.

Lampard had seen enough from
Batshuayi and handed Olivier Giroud
a rare appearance off the bench for the
final quarter.

The French striker thought he had
given Chelsea a lifeline with a near post
header, but was ruled offside after a
VAR review. 
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AC Milan closed in on the
European places in Serie A

after Ante Rebic fired them to
a 1-0 win over Torino.

Rebic on Monday swept
home Samu Castillejo’s low
pull back in the 25th minute to
consign to draw Milan level on
35 points with Hellas Verona,
who currently occupy the final
Europa League spot on goal
difference.

Rebic’s winning goal was
his sixth in seven games in all
competitions, a run that comes
after failing to score at all in the
first half of the season.

The Croatian’s strike
helped the hosts bounce back
from last week’s derby disap-

pointment against Inter Milan
to continue a positive run
under coach Stefano Pioli that
also saw them unlucky not to
beat Juventus in the Coppa

Italia semi-final first leg last
week.

They have lost just once
since the turn of the year — to
title-chasing Inter — and are
playing well enough to aim for
European football next season.

However the Champions
League will likely be beyond
them thanks to the 10-point
gap between them and fourth-
placed Atalanta.

Torino meanwhile are
inching closer to the relegation
zone after their fifth straight
defeat, a slump that shows lit-
tle sign of ending.

They are just five points
from the drop despite bringing
in Moreno Longo to replace
Walter Mazzarri earlier this
month.
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Holder Belinda
Bencic ran off the

first 19 points against
A n a s t a s i a
Pavlyuchenkova before
collapsing to a 1-6, 6-1,
6-1 loss on Tuesday at
the Dubai
Championships.

Another former
champion, the 2017
and 2018 winner Elina
Svitolina, also fell, 6-2,
6-1, to US qualifier
Jennifer Brady.

Pavlyuchenkova
could not have made a
worse start.

“It’s tennis, some-
times it happens,” the

31st-ranked Russian
said "You go out there
and you just don't feel
anything.

“I just kept on
fighting, still trying to
hit every ball, trying to
be there

“It doesn’t matter
what the score is, just
play. Slowly I started to
turn it around, I start-
ed to find my game.”

“I honestly wasn't
focusing on the score.
Sometimes you can
play amazing tennis and
still lose 6-1. In the
third set, it was a good
level from both of us.”

Bencic, who is
Swiss was seeded four

and Svitolina third.
That leaves the spotlight
to tournament number
one Simona Halep and
second-seeded Karolina
Pliskova, who begin in
the second round after
byes.

Weekend ATP
Rotterdam winner Gael
Monfils watched in
pain as girlfriend
Svitolina went down to
Brady.

Svitolina had little
to offer as the 52nd-
ranked Brady gained
her second victory this
season over a Top 10
opponent after beating
Barty in Brisbane.

The Ukrainian’s

usually steady game
was nowhere to be
found at the Aviation
Club as first-round play
concluded.

“It was not a bad
start, but then every-
thing just went down-
hill,” Svitolina said.

“I wish I could
regroup better. In the
end, I didn’t feel so
good the ball. Just
everything was all over
the place today."At this
level it's tough to pick
just one thing: every-
body is putting the ball
over the net, and you
have to play long rallies,
you have to build the
points.
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Wrestler Sunil Kumar
won India’s  f irst
Gold medal in the

opening day of Asian
Wrestling Championship 2020
here at KD Jadhav stadium on
Tuesday after beating
Kyrgyzstan opponent Azat
Salidinov 5-0 in the final
match of 87kg Greco-Roman
category.

Last edi-
t ion Si lver
medallist dom-
inated the
entire game
and didn't allowed his coun-
terpart to gain any sort of
breathing space and in process
put a full stop to country’s 27-
year drought for the yellow
metal. Sunil now becomes
only the third Indian ever to
achieve this feat after Pappu
Yadav.

Sunil with his comprehen-
sive defence was able to keep
Salidinov at bay for most of
the bout. Salidinov didn't have
an answer to the strategy of
Sunil and finally went down
pretty easily.

Earlier, Sunil on his way to
the final made an impressive
comeback in the semi-final
bout. He came back from 1-8
down to win the bout 12-8.
This was an improvement for
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In a first, five Indian cities -
Guwahati, Kolkata, Navi Mumbai,

Bhubaneswar and Ahmedabad on
Tuesday have been confirmed as the
host cities for the FIFA U-17
Women's World Cup scheduled to
take place in India from November
2 to November 21 this year.

To set the stage for the future of
women's football, FIFA and Local
Organising Committee (LOC) also
announced the match schedule
alongside the Official Slogan - Kick
off the dream for the tournament
here in presence of Minister of
Sports and Youth Affairs Kiren
Rijiju, Sarai Bareman, FIFA Chief
Women's Football Officer, Roberto
Grassi, FIFA Head of Youth
Tournaments and AIFF president
Praful Patel, who is also LOC

Chairman and FIFA Council mem-
ber,.

Sixteen teams featuring the ris-
ing stars of women's football will
compete across 32 matches to lift the

coveted trophy in Navi Mumbai on
November 21.

The group-stage matches will be
played in four host cities
(Ahmedabad, Bhubaneswar,

Guwahati and Kolkata), with the
knockout stages also taking place in
four cities (Ahmedabad,
Bhubaneswar, Kolkata and Navi
Mumbai). The winners will lift the
trophy at the DY Patil Stadium in
Navi Mumbai on November 21.

Following the launch of the
Official Emblem in November 2019,
the unveiling of the five host cities
and the match schedule marks a
major milestone for the tournament
as fans in the host cities and across
India prepare to welcome the future
stars and heroes of women's football.

The key dates for the FIFA U-
17 Women's World Cup India 2020
include: Opening match -
November 2.

Quarter-finals - November 12
and 13.Semi-finals - November 17
and 3rd/4th-place playoff & final -
November 21.
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Sunil from his 2019 perfor-
mance in the same tourna-
ment where he won a Silver
Medal.

Speaking after the win
he said, "I am feeling happy
to have earned India's first
Gold Medal today
(Tuesday). I have worked
really hard on my ground
techniques and it feels good
to have done better than my
last year's performance."

Before Sunil's historic
Gold medal win, Arjun
Halakurki (55kg) won his
Bronze Medal bout defeat-
ing Donghyeok Won of
Korea. Arjun started the
bout slowly and was down
by 1-4 in the first period.
But, Arjun didn't give up
and came back strongly
snatching six straight points
with a combination of good
defence and attack. The
final score at the end of the
bout was 7-4 in favour of
Arjun.

Though, India's third
medal hope Mehar Singh
(130 kg) suffered a setback
as he lost his bout against
Roman Kim of Kyrgyzstan
by a narrow scoreline of 2-
3. Mehar was majorly suf-
fering the aftereffects of his
wrist injury which he suf-
fered in his semi-final bout
earlier.
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British F1 ace Lewis Hamilton
and Lionel Messi, arguably
the world’s greatest foot-

baller, were on Monday declared
the joint winners of the prestigious
Laureus World Sportsman of the
year award.

They received the same num-
ber of votes, a first in the 20-year
history of the awards with the jury
unable to split Hamilton and Messi.

Messi, the six-time FIFA World
Player of the year, is the first
team-player to bag the award. He
though was not present to receive
the award and sent a video mes-
sage.

They pipped golfing great
Tiger Woods, Kenyan marathoner
Eliud Kipchoge, tennis legend
Rafael Nadal and MotoGP cham-
pion Marc Marquez.

American gymnast Simone
Biles who won five gold medals at
the 2019 World Championships,
grabbed the World Sportswoman
of the year award, her third in four
years after winning it in 2017 and
in 2019.

She beat a strong challenge
from Jamaican sprinting great
Shelly-Ann Fraser-Pryce, who

missed out on the honour for the
fifth time. She was nominated
2010, 2013, 2014 and 2016 also but
did not win it.

The most decorated gymnast
also beat competit ion from
American footballer Megan
Rapinoe, Japanese tennis sensation
Naomi Osaka, American track
and field athlete Allyson Felix and
skier Mikaela Shiffrin.

Snowboarding sensation Chloe
Kim won the World Action
Sportsperson honour, her second
straight in the same category.

In the Sportsperson of the
year with a disability category,
Oksana Masters, born with limb
impairments caused by radiation
from Chernobyl and adopted by an
American single parent, was recog-
nised for an outstanding year in
2019.

She won five Gold medals and
a Silver at the World Para Nordic
Skiing Championships.

South Bronx United (SBU), a
football programme based in New
York, was honoured with the Sport
for Good Award. The programme
uses football to achieve education-
al outcomes for young people
from underserved communities.

The 2019 Rugby World Cup

winners South Africa won their
second Laureus World Team of the
Year Award, beating Jurgen Klopp’s
Liverpool and the US Women’s
Football Team, among others.

For the 2020 Laureus World
Comeback of the Year, Germany’s
gritty F3 driver Sophia Florsch was
the winner.

Travelling at 276km per hour,
she had lost control of her car at
the Macau circuit,  crashing
through safety barriers and leaving
her with a spinal fracture which
required an 11-hour surgery and
months of rehabilitation.

In November 2019, a year on
from her accident, the 18-year-old
Sophia was back in the cockpit,
racing once again in the Macau
Grand Prix.

Egan Bernal, who became the
youngest rider to win the Tour de
France at 22, grabbed the World
Breakthrough of the Year award.

German basketball great Dirk
Nowitzki was recognised at the
Ceremony with the Laureus
Lifetime Achievement Award for
his contribution to the sport of bas-
ketball.

Spanish Basketball Federation
got the Exceptional Achievement
Award. 
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Veteran New Zealand bats-
man Ross Taylor doesn't

rule out playing the 2023 ODI
World Cup but says his form,
fitness and motivation level at
the end of next year will decide
whether he actually manages a
place in the squad.

The 35-year-old will
become the first cricketer in the
world to complete
100 games
across three
international for-
mats when he
steps out for the
first Test against
India at Basin
Reserve on February
21.

“I haven’t ruled it
(2023 World Cup) out
but I still think it’s a
long way away. First
and foremost I want to
get to next year - the
Twenty20 World Cup
and then the home
summer - and then I’ll
have a good idea on
how I’m placed at the end
of next summer,” Taylor was
quoted as saying by
‘stuff.Co.Nz’.

“Whether there is still a
drive, whether I’m good
enough, whether I’m fit
enough, and whether I deserve
my spot in the side. If I can tick
all those, then definitely 2023

is an option.”
The big-hitting batsman

said despite his desire to con-
tinue, he won’t out himself
under too much pressure.

“You always want to do
well and first and foremost the
game is more important. At the
same time you can put extra
pressure on yourself. You've just
got to go out and enjoy it and
take it as another game.
Hopefully I can contribute in
any way I can,”
he said.
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New Zealand’s conservative approach against
Jasprit Bumrah could become a template for

other teams as they look to tackle the Indian pace
ace who recently endured a rare wicket-less out-
ing in an ODI series, reckons former fast bowler
Shane Bond.

The premier bowler copped criticism for his
lean run during the three ODIs against New
Zealand and Bond put that down to expectations.

“That's the nature of expectations when you
got a bowler of Jasprit's quality,” Bond, the fastest
New Zealand bowler during his time, told PTI in
an exclusive interview.

“I thought New Zealand played him well and
identified him as a risk. They have played him
conservatively and obviously there was some inex-
perience around (Navdeep Saini and Shardul
Thakur),” he said.

“All teams will now identify him as a risk and
attack others. So that’s where the bowling group
and what they do (as a group) is massive. It is not
an easy place to bowl as wickets are flat.”

But Bond felt Bumrah's bowling wasn't all that
bad during the series, which India lost 0-3.

“At the end of the day, all you can do is try
and bowl well. He bowled reasonably well but
sometimes you don't get wickets,” Bond said.

Bond, who has spent considerable amount of
time with Bumrah as the Mumbai Indians bowl-
ing coach in the IPL, nonetheless expects India's
premier strike bowler to have a “massive impact”
on the two-Test series starting Friday.

“When you come back from a lay-off, it’s
always hard to get into the groove. Just that he
hadn't had a lot of game before the series and con-
ditions are a bit foreign,” said Bond.

“Although New Zealand played him well in
limited overs, Jasprit will have a massive impact
on the Test series. I have no doubt about that,”

added the bowler, whose promising career was cut
short by numerous injuries.

“It always takes time to get back to top form
because there is no substitute of game time. So
it’s good for Jasprit that he is leading into Test
matches with some short form cricket,” said Bond,
who played 18 Tests, 82 ODIs and 20 T20
Internationals.
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The limited use of Decision Review
System was always planned for the

Ranji Trophy semifinals and not
from the knockout stages, clarified
BCCI’s general manager of cricket
Saba Karim on Tuesday.

The move to introduce limited
DRS comes after the umpires commit-
ted some howlers in some knockout
games of the previous season.
However, the quarterfinals starting on
Thursday will not see the use of DRS.

“We are introducing from the
semifinals. This the first time we have
initiated this program, we wanted to
bring in semifinals and we have done
that.  It was never meant for the quar-
terfinals,” Karim, also a former India
wicketkeeper, told PTI.

“The whole idea is that we want-
ed to bring in the DRS wherein we can
have uniformity for both the games
and that will be in the semifinals. All
the four teams have been pitted
equally and that would not have
been possible before (in quarters),” he
said. 

The restricted technology for
Ranji semis will not have Hawk Eye
and Ultra Edge, two key components
of the DRS used in international
games.

“We will be using the technology
which is available to us. We are look-
ing at a very limited use of the DRS.
We don't have snickometer and ball
tracking. We have red zone  and we
have spin vision and we will try and
give whatever is available to umpires
for them to decide,” added Karim.
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Spinner Poonam Yadav
claimed three wickets as India

geared up for the ICC women’s
T20 World Cup with a thrilling
two-run win over the West
Indies in a low-scoring warm-up
match here on Tuesday.

Electing to bat, India post-
ed a lowly 107 for eight in their
stipulated 20 overs before
returning to restrict West Indies
to 105 for seven.

Chasing 108 to win, West
Indies were comfortably placed
at 57 for one in 13 overs when
Deepti Sharma struck, cleaning
up opener Lee-Ann Kirby (42)
to trigger a collapse.

Soon skipper Stafanie Taylor
(16), Chedean Nation (0) and
Deandra Dottin (1) were back in
the hut as West Indies slipped to
67 for five in the 17th over.

Hayley Matthews (25) and
Chinelle Henry (17) blasted
three fours and a six in the 19th
over to leave them with 11 to get
off the last six balls.

Henry blasted Poonam for
a four but the Indian dismissed

Matthews in the fourth ball.
West Indies needed three

runs off the last ball but Henry
was caught by Veda
Krishnamurthy.

Earlier, India’s top-three
failed to fire as they were
reduced to 17 for three in 3.1
overs.  Opener Smriti
Mandhana (4) lasted just six
balls, while Jemimah Rodrigues
(0) failed to open her account.
Young Shafali Verma blasted a
couple of fours before being
caught by Britney Cooper off
Shamilia Connell (2/20).

Skipper Harmanpreet Kaur
(11), too, didn’t stay long, while
Krishnamurthy was cleaned up
by Afy Fletcher (1/26), as India
slumped to 52 for five in 11.2
overs.

Deepti Sharma made a 32-
ball 21 before becoming a vic-
tim of Anisa Mohammed (2/16),
while Pooja Vastrakar (13) was
removed by Aaliyah Alleyne
(1/9). Stafanie taylor then got rid
of Taniya Bhatia for 10.

Shikha Pandey finally
smashed a 16-ball 24 to give
some respectability to the total.
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There are no half measures
for fit-again New Zealand

pace spearhead Trent Boult
who is ready to challenge India
captain Virat Kohli on his
return to international cricket
during the two-Test series
starting here on Friday.

Boult was out of action for
the past six weeks due to a frac-
ture on his right hand sus-
tained during the Boxing Day
Test against Australia and
missed out on the limited-
overs leg of the India series.

Back for the traditional
format, the left-arm fast bowler
made his priorities clear ahead
of the first Test.

“That’s personally why I
play the game, to get guys like
that (Kohli) out and test myself
against them, so I can’t wait to

get stuck in. But he’s an
exceptional player. Everyone
knows how great he is,”
Boult said, sending out a
warning after landing in
the capital city for the
opening Test.

The Basin Reserve
track will have a lot for
the seamers and in
conditions conducive

to seam bowling, a wily
customer like Boult

might prove to be a hand-
ful.

“I’m preparing for a
solid wicket. It generally is

very good here and goes the
full distance (five days). I do
enjoy playing here, the histo-
ry that’s involved, and it’s going
to be an exciting week build-
ing up. I can’t wait to get out
there,” said the 30-year-old
who has taken 256 wickets
from 65 Tests.

It was frustrating for him
to watch his side get walloped
0-5 in the T20 series but exhil-
arating to when it got its mojo
back in the subsequent one-
dayers. The Black Caps won 3-

0 in the 50-over format.
“I think it is what it is. I

have just got to put the last six
or so weeks behind me and just
back myself to get out there
and do my thing,” said Boult,

who warmed up by playing a
club game at the picturesque
Taupo ground.

“I was pushing in off the
long run. I think a couple of
the clubbies from Taupo real-
ly enjoyed that. It was a good
afternoon,” added the pacer,
who sent down eight overs in
a friendly game for his club
Cadets.

Professionally, Boult had to
lie low due to injury, but it was
also a good break as he and
wife Lana welcomed their sec-
ond child.

“Having some time away
from the game and having my
second son a couple of weeks
ago came at quite a good time,”
said Boult.

Fighting fit, all he wants
now is to get hold of a red
kookaburra and get a few to
tail into Kohli and company.

“I am hungry to be here
and can’t wait to get back in the
white and get the red ball
moving around,” he said. 

�0��� 
	����7�$�

Towering New Zealand
pacer Kyle Jamieson has

revealed that moving from
Canterbury to Auckland helped
him get rid of a detrimental
aggressive streak and become
a cricketer worthy of national
duty.

The 6’8” tall pacer, who
made his ODI debut against
India in the recent series, was
handed a place in the Test
squad for the upcoming two-
match rubber beginning at
Basin Reserves here on
February 21.

“I’m a pretty fiery charac-
ter on the field. On the field I’m
pretty aggressive. I think it
came out in ways I necessarily
didn’t like. I would sort of do
it and then post-game be
like,’What did I do that for?” he
was quoted as saying by
‘stuff.Co.Nz’.

Jamieson shifted to
Auckland, where he was born,
prior to this season after mak-
ing his T20 debut for
Canterbury in 2016 in the
Super Smash.

He said there was a lot of

negativity around him in
Canterbury, where he grew up,
and it affected his behaviour.

“There was a bit of negativ-
ity surrounding myself and
that environment and that was
coming out in my behaviour on
the field,” he said.

The 25-year-old said
returning to Auckland made a
massive difference to his game.

“I’m really enjoying my
cricket, which is probably
something I couldn’t say a
couple of years ago,” said
Jamieson, who scored 25 and
took 2 for 42 on debut during
the second ODI against India
at Eden Park.

“I was going through a bit
of stuff off the field. Just the
chance to come in with this
group and turn up and learn
everyday - try and better myself
as a cricketer - was something
that was too hard to turn
down, so look, it’s been massive
for my game.

“...It was just a shift that I
needed to make. Most impor-
tantly, I needed to be happy and
I needed to enjoy my cricket.
Wherever that may take me,
then it will,” he added. 
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Batting great Sachin Tendulkar
being carried on the shoulders

of his teammates after India’s World
Cup triumph at home in 2011 was
voted the Laureus best sporting
moment in the last 20 years.

With the backing of Indian
cricket fans, Tendulkar got the
maximum number of votes to
emerge winner on Monday.

The charged-up Indian crick-
eters rushed to the ground at the
Wankhede Stadium and soon they
lifted Tendulkar on their shoulders
and made a lap of honour, a
moment etched in the minds of the
fans.

Former Australian skipper
Steve Waugh handed the trophy to
Tendulkar after tennis legend Bros
Becker announced the winner at a
glittering ceremony.

“It’s incredible. The feeling of
winning the world cup was beyond
what words can express. How

many times you get an event hap-
pening where there are no mixed
opinions. Very rarely the entire
country celebrates,” Tendulkar said
after receiving the trophy. 

“And this is a reminder of how
powerful a sport is and what magic
it does to our lives. Even now when
I watch that it has stayed with me.”
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Mumbai Indians bowling coach Shane Bond
wants all-rounder Hardik Pandya, who is

recovering from a back surgery, to play a few
matches before the Indian Premier League, begin-
ning March 29.

“I only hope he gets to play some cricket before
the IPL and always believe it’s better to spend a lit-
tle bit longer for coming back rather than rush-
ing it,” Bond said.

“There’s no doubt he can come back. I am just
pleased that they are taking an orthodox approach
with Hardik’s rehabilitation and T20s, especially
IPL will be nice for him to comeback as he will not
be over-bowled.”

Pandya underwent a productive net session at
the National Cricket Academy (NCA) in Bengaluru
recently.

He was seen facing throwdown in the nets and
mainly played with a straight bat. It is not yet clear
if he will make a comeback in the South Africa
ODIs next month or the IPL.

Earlier this month, Pandya was ruled out of
the Test series against New Zealand after failing
to regain full match fitness.
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