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India and the USA are expect-
ed to significantly ramp up

bilateral relations, especially
in the defence and strategic ties,
during US President Donald
Trump’s two-day India visit
starting Monday. 

Just before he emplaned for
India on Sunday, Trump called
Prime Minister Narendra Modi
his “friend” and said he had
committed to this visit long
time back and he was looking
forward to be with the people
of India.

Trump is accompanied by
First Lady Melania, daughter
Ivanka, son-in-law Jared
Kushner and the top brass of
his Administration. 

Trump will arrive at
Ahemdabad around 11.30 am,
attend a roadshow, briefly visit
Sabarmati Ashram, and also
watch cultural performances.
Prime Minister Modi is expect-
ed to receive him at the airport.

Modi will accompany
Trump to the Ashram, which is
closely associated with
Mahatma Gandhi and India’s
freedom struggle, in the midst
of their joint roadshow from
the international airport.

Earlier, confusion prevailed
over Trump’s visit to the
Ashram. Gujarat Chief
Minister Vijay Rupani on
Friday said the White 
House will take a call on such
visit.

“Trump will arrive at the
Ahmedabad International

Airport at around 11:30 am
tomorrow (February 24). It
was already announced that
Trump will land here directly
here from Washington. At the
airport, he will be given the
guard of honour,” Ahmedabad
city Police Commissioner
Ashish Bhatia said while
addressing reporters. He said
Trump would embark on a
roadshow after attending a
cultural programme.

“Trump will then proceed
for the Sabarmati Ashram
which he would be visiting for
a very short time. From the

Ashram, Trump will resume
the roadshow, and reach the
Motera stadium via Indira
bridge,” the Police
Commissioner said.

Modi and Trump are
scheduled to address the
“Namaste Trump” event at the
Motera cricket stadium.

Just before his departure,
Trump said he had committed
to visit India long time back
and he is looking forward to be
with the people of India. “I look
forward to being with the peo-
ple of India. We are going to
have many millions and mil-

lions of people. It’s a long trip.
I get along very well with
Prime Minister Modi. He is a
friend of mine,” Trump told
reporters outside the White
House.

“I had committed to this
trip long time ago. I look for-
ward to it. I hear it’s going to be
a big event... The biggest event
they ever had in India. That’s
what the Prime Minister told
me. It’s the biggest event they
ever had. It’s going to be very
exciting. I am going to be
there for one night,” said the US
President in response to a

question.
The maiden visit to India

is expected to significantly
ramp up bilateral defence and
strategic ties but unlikely to
produce tangible outcome in
resolving thorny issues like
trade tariffs.

The nearly 36-hour-long
visit by Trump is also set to send
across a clear message of grow-
ing congruence of interests on
major geopolitical develop-
ments in the region and beyond,
particularly when China has
been expanding its military
might and economic clout.

Trump, who is seeking re-
election in the US presidential
elections in November, will
get a rousing welcome. 

“Namaste Trump” will be
similar to the landmark
“Howdy, Modi!” event hosted
by the Indian-American com-
munity in honour of Modi
during his visit to Houston in
September 2019.

From Ahmedabad, the US
President will travel to Agra to
have a glimpse of the iconic Taj
Mahal. The Trump family will
spend about an hour at the Taj
Mahal before sunset. Then
they will leave for Delhi for the
main leg of the visit.

On the morning of
February 25, Trump and the
First Lady would be accorded
a ceremonial welcome at the
forecourt of the Rashtrapati
Bhavan. From there, they
would go to Raj Ghat to pay
homage at the “samadhi” of
Mahatma Gandhi.

Continued on Page 4
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Politicians may be infamous
for squatting on

Government accommodations
in Delhi, but it’s the
Government employees —
mostly retired — who beat the
netas hands down when it
comes to illegal occupation of
official quarters. As many as
575 Government employees,
from bureaucrats to beldars,
continue to illegally occupy
Government quarters. 

The highest outstanding
dues of �95 lakh for such ille-
gal occupation of Government
quarters is in the name of a
bureaucrat VP Rao.

Interestingly, even relatives
of the babus have been found
to be squatting on such premis-
es. There are over 100 houses,
where families or relatives of
babus continued to occupy
Government quarters even
after the death of the original
allottees. Some of these people
have been over-staying for over

two decade. The oldest being a
1998 occupant.

According to the Ministry
of Housing and Urban Affairs,
a sum of �30-40 crore is due on
these illegal occupants as they
have not paid rent so far. As far
as 11 former MPs are con-
cerned, many of them have
vacated their bungalows except
former MP Udit Raj. There are
a number of babus who retired
in 2000 have not vacated their
quarters. Of the 565 quarters,
244 are ‘type-II accommoda-
tions, while the rest are types
VII, VI, V, IV and III categories. 

As per the list, the family
members of one Bale Ram, a
beldar who died in 1998, have
not vacated the Government
quarter. They have also not
paid any rent since 1998. The
allotment of Bale Ram’s quar-
ter was cancelled after his
death in 1998. 

SS Ramarao retired in
2000, but he has not vacated his
type IV quarter so far. He has
not paid rent since 2000 and his

outstanding due is �67 lakh.
Commandant (retired) RK
Swamy was allotted Type IV
quarter in Vikaspuri. He retired
in May, 2001 but not vacated
his house so far. His outstand-
ing rent is over �74.38 lakh.
Safai Karamchari Vijay Kumar
retired in June 2003 but he has
not vacated his quarter till
date.

RK Sharma died in 2003.
But his family is still staying at
the Government quarter in
RK Puram. They neither vacat-
ed the quarter nor paid any rent
since 2003. The total due rent
is over �31 lakh. Pawan Kumar,
a senior engineer, retired in
2003, but he has  not vacated
his type 4 house in Munirka.
The total amount of rent is due
of �67.44 lakh. PS Athmia
retired in 2012 but 
still occupying his accommo-
dation illegally without 
paying rent. 

SP Singh still occupied
Type V house in Vinay Marg
and his rent amount rose to 34

lakh. 
Navneet Kumar Saxena’s

case is unique. He took volun-
tary retirement in 2009 but not
vacated his quarter.  The rent
amount of �57 lakh is pending
on him. Indra Mohan Rawat, a
havildar, retired in 2018,  but
not vacated his quarter in
Vasant Vihar.

Darneshwar Rai, a retired
pump operator, has also not
vacated his flat since September
last year despite several
reminders. In another case,
the kins of Assistant Field
Officer late RK Sharma have
not vacated accommodations at
RK Puram since 2005.

A total of 454 houses of
type I, II and type III category,
are occupied by class III and IV
grade employees illegally with-
out paying rent.  As per the
ministry data, over two dozen
cases are related to Kashmiri
migrants.

The Delhi High Court has
pulled up the Ministry for fail-
ing to vacate about the illegal-

ly occupied Government
accommodations in the city. “It
appears that there is con-
nivance from the officers of the
Ministry of Housing and Urban
Affairs. Connivance over such

a long time amounts to con-
spiracy under the Indian Penal
Code. By their action, there is
a huge loss to the Union of
India, which is also an offence
under the Indian Penal Code,”

the court said. 
The Court has directed

the Ministry to submit a
detailed report on action and
recovery of dues from illegal
occupants before February 27.
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Several people sustained
minor injuries following a

clash between pro and anti-
Citizenship (Amendment) Act
protesters near northeast
Delhi’s Jaffarabad area on
Sunday. The police lobbed tear
gas shells and resorted to mild
lathi-charge to bring the situ-
ation under control. Later in
the evening, the police took out
a flag march to maintain law
and order in the area.

The clash took place at
about 4 pm when the two
groups started throwing stones
at each other. All this happened
in presence of heavy police
deployment in the area.
Witnesses said 500-odd people,
mostly women, had gathered to
protest against the new citi-
zenship law. The protesters
had also gathered in the area on
Saturday night demanding that
the new law be repealed.

As the anti-CAA group
was shouting slogans against
the new citizenship law, some
people turned up shouting “Jai
Sri Ram” slogans. “Suddenly,
some people came and started
throwing stones on the people
gathered in the area,” an eye-
witness told this newspaper.
Soon, both the groups
indulged in stone throwing,
forcing the police to resort to
lathi-charge. The police also
lobbed teargas shells to disperse
the crowd.

The trouble escalated fur-
ther after BJP leader Kapil
Mishra also decided to hold a
rally in favour of the new citi-
zenship law. Mishra, who
arrived near the Jaffrabad

Metro Station at about 3 pm,
demanded that the anti-CAA
protesters be removed from the
road. An hour later, some peo-
ple came from a nearby street
and started pelting stones.

Tension prevailed in the
area as the protesters had
blocked the road near the
Jaffrabad metro station con-
necting Seelampur with
Maujpur and Yamuna 
Vihar.

This was the second day
when the anti-CAA protesters
had hit the streets, prompting
Delhi Metro authorities to

close the entry and exit gates of
the Jaffarabad station. Later in
the day, the Delhi Metro Rail
Corporation (DMRC) also
closed the entry and exit gates
to the Maujpur-Babarpur sta-
tion.

A woman, who identified
herself as Bushra, had said
that till the time the CAA is not
revoked, the protesters would
not leave the site. Social activist
Faheem Baig  said there is
resentment among people over
the way the Government is
handling the issue.

Continued on Page 4
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Huge billboards on streets
near the city airport and

public squares in the vicinity of
the Taj Mahal greeting the US
President have come up ahead
of his visit to Agra.

The billboards have added
to the air of excitement in Agra
that is eagerly expecting the
arrival of Trump, who will be
in the city for a couple of hours

on Monday evening. Trump’s
convoy route to the Taj Mahal
is about 13 km and along the
way thousands of artistes will
welcome him with special per-
formances. On the famous
Mall Road, which falls on the
route, one hoarding reads ‘His
Excellency Donald J Trump,
President of the United States
of America, Heartiest Welcome
to the Land of Krishna’.

Continued on Page 4
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Former Chief Information
Commissioner Wajahat

Habibullah has told the
Supreme Court that the protest
at Shaheen Bagh here against
the Citizenship Amendment
Act (CAA) is peaceful and
inconvenience being caused to
commuters was due to barri-
cades “unnecessarily” put by
police on roads far away from
the site.

The same stand has been
taken by social activist Syed
Bahadur Abbas Naqvi and
Bhim Army chief Chandra
Shekhar Azad in their joint
affidavit filed in the apex court
in the matter. Habibullah,
Azad and Naqvi have jointly
filed an intervention applica-
tion in the apex court which is
seized of the matter.

Habibullah had visited the
protest site at Shaheen Bagh
pursuant to the direction by a
Bench of Justices S K Kaul and
K M Joseph. The Bench is
scheduled to hear the matter
on Monday.

The top court is hearing
pleas seeking removal of pro-
testors from Shaheen Bagh
and ensuring smooth traffic
flow in the area. 

The apex court had earli-
er said though people have a
fundamental right to protest
“peacefully and lawfully”, it was
troubled by the blocking of a
public road at Shaheen Bagh as
it might lead to a “chaotic sit-
uation”.

In his affidavit filed in the
top court, Habibullah has con-
tended that “Shaheen Bagh
stands tall as a firm example of
peaceful dignified dissent,
more so in the face of various
instances of state-sponsored
violence on similar dissents
across India.

“We have been sad and
mute witnesses to police bru-
tality and negative typecasting
of a particular community
across the country. Crushing
dissent instead of entering
into a dialogue is the new
norm, but it is alien to our
Constitution,” he has claimed.

Continued on Page 4
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On the eve of US President
Donald Trump’s India

visit, Prime Minister Narendra
Modi said on Sunday that
India looks forward to wel-
coming the US President, who
is to commence his “historic
programme” from Gujarat.

The US President will be
on a two-day visit to India and
together with Modi is to par-
ticipate in a roadshow in
Ahmedabad after landing

there.
“India looks forward to

welcoming @POTUS
@realDonaldTrump. It is an
honour that he will be with us
tomorrow, starting with the
historic programme in
Ahmedabad,” Modi wrote on
Twitter.

He was responding to a
tweet by Gujarat Chief
Minister Vijay Rupani that
said “entire Gujarat speaks in
one voice- #NamasteTrump”.

Detailed report on P5
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Clashes broke out between
anti-CAA protesters and

police in Uparkot Kotwali area
of Uttar Pradesh’s Aligarh here
following incidents of arson
and stone pelting on late
Sunday afternoon.

Protesters set afire a por-
tion of a shop in the area, van-
dalised a police vehicle injur-
ing some police officers. 

Following the clashes,
mobile internet has been sus-
pended for a six-hour period
starting 6 pm. A Rapid Action
Force (RAF) of UP Police has
been deployed.

Continued on Page 4
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Washington: US President
Donald Trump on Saturday
said he was looking forward to
being with his “great friends” in
India next week as he retweet-
ed a short video in which his
face was superimposed on the
hit movie-character Bahubali,
showing the President as a
great saviour bringing peace to
his kingdom.

Trump appears as a great
saviour, in the short animated
clip, riding on a chariot with
First Lady Melania. 

A few stills later, Trump is
seen riding a horse carrying on
his soldiers his son Donald
Junior and daughter Ivanka.

Later, he is welcomed by
Prime Minister Narendra Modi
in a village setting. 

Continued on Page 4
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The Uttar Pradesh govern-
ment has issued a notice to

the mining officer of
Sonbhadra for issuing official
statement about the discovery
of around 3,000 tonnes of gold
in the district even as the
report was junked by the
Geological Survey of India
(GSI).

Mining officer KK Rai had
earlier claimed that the GSI and
UP Mining department had
discovered around 3,000 tonnes
of gold at Sone Pahadi and
Hardi village area in
Sonbhadra.

“Some newspapers had
carried the statement of Rai.
The government has issued a
notice asking him about the
source of his information about
the discovery of gold and why
he spoke to the media without
taking permission from his
seniors,” a government official
told The Pioneer on Sunday.

He said the mining official
had been given a week’s time to
submit his answer.
“Government believes that
wrong information has sent a
bad message and raised expec-
tations that India may become
‘sone ki chidiya’ once again,” he
said.

Excavation of gold has
always been a big news in
Uttar Pradesh. In 2016, a her-
mit, Shobhan Sarkar, had
claimed that gold could be
found in Dondiya Kheda vil-
lage in Unnao district.
Excavation was carried with the
help of ASI but it proved to be
an exercise in futility.

Earlier, the mining officer
of Sonbhadra had disclosed
that the gold was estimated to
be around 3,000 tonnes at Sone
Pahadi and Hardi village area.
But the GSI clarified that it had
not estimated such vast

resource of gold deposit in
Sonbhadra district. The north-
ern region of GSI has carried
out several exploration works
for gold but the results have not
been encouraging.

“The exploration was car-
ried out in 1998-99 and 1999-
2000 and in the report, it had
estimated a probable category
resource of 52806.25 tonnes of
ore with 3.03 grams per tonne
for a strike length of 170 metres
in Sone Pahadi area of
Sonbhadra district,” GSI direc-
tor and PRO Ashish Kumar
Nath said in a press statement.

It was clarified that the
total gold which could be
extracted from the total
resource of 52806.25 tonnes of
ore was approximately 160 kg
and not 3,350 tonnes, as men-
tioned in media reports.

The work for finding gold
reserves in Sonbhadra started
in the year 1992-93 after the
Central Geological Survey of
India took over. Reportedly, it
was the British who first initi-
ated the process to find gold
reserve in Sonbhadra region.
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Chief Minister Yogi
Adityanath declared that

Uttar Pradesh would be made
free of tuberculosis, filaria and
all virus-borne diseases so that
Prime Minister Narendra
Modi’s  dream could be realised
by 2025.

After inaugurating he
Arogya Mela at Surya Kund in
Darshan Nagar in Ayodhya on
Sunday, the Chief Minister
said that the state government
had started ‘Mukhyamantri
Arogya Mela’ from February 2
so as to ensure better health
services to the people. It was
the fourth Arogya Mela organ-
ised in the state.

Chief Minister Yogi said
that the programme was start-
ed simultaneously to achieve
the goal of health through
4,000 primary health centres
and wellness centres within
the state.

He said if all the people
became aware and committed
to bringing the schemes of
government to the poor, no

poor would die due to lack of
medicines, because Prime
Minister Modi introduced
Ayushman card. 

“Every person should get
the golden card of Ayushman
made. Those who have got the
cards are getting health insur-
ance up to Rs 5 lakh per year.
This programme (through
Aarogya Mela) is essentially
being extended on a war-foot-
ing,” he said.

“By 2025, we have to make
India free of TB, filaria and all
virus-borne diseases. This
programme also has to be
taken up by us and for that,
‘Arogya Mela’ is a big boon,” he
said. 

The CM said that during
the last three years, several pro-
grammes of health awareness
were conducted in the state. 

“From 1947 to 2016, there
were only 12 medical colleges
in the state. Our government
laid the foundation of 28 med-
ical colleges in the state in just
three years between 2016 and
2019. Seven medical colleges
have been started, including the

Medical College at Ayodhya,
while 13 medical colleges will
be built. Medical colleges will
be built in places where there
are none. Better health facilities
will be available in every dis-
trict,” the CM said.

“We are all grateful to
Prime Minister Narendra Modi
who delivered what he
promised. Today, under the
leadership of Prime Minister
Modi, India is emerging as a
power in the world. Prime

Minister Modi abrogated
Article 370 in Jammu &
Kashmir and prohibited the
practice of triple talaq. He
amended the citizenship law to
create a completely transparent
system of giving shelter to the
suffering humanity of the
world, and under his strong
leadership, a way has been
paved for the construction of
grand temple of Bhagvan Shri
Ram in Ayodhya,” the CM
said.
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Samajwadi Party chief
Akhilesh Yadav accused

Prime Minister Narendra Modi
of being extravagant and
spending the hard-earned
wealth of common people for
US President Donald Trump’s
visit to India on February 24. 

In a statement issued on
Sunday, Akhilesh said thou-
sands of people were being
mobalised on the streets of
Ahmadabad to welcome the
US President. “Despite the
mega show at Ahmadabad,
people cannot be taken for a
ride and made to forget the
economic distress,” he said.

The SP president reiterat-
ed that they would not have any
truck with any political party
for the UP Assembly elections
in 2022. He said his party, like
the Aam Aadmi Party (AAP),
would seek votes in the name
of ‘work’ and not ‘Ram’ or
‘Hanuman’.

“I would not have to cite

Lord Rama or Hanuman for an
electoral win in UP. I will,
instead, cite the work undertak-
en in the state during our
party’s regime between 2012
and 2017,’’ he said.

He was apparently refer-

ring to the speeches of the BJP
leaders, especially UP Chief
Minister Yogi Adityanath, dur-
ing their election campaign in
the recently-concluded assem-
bly polls in Delhi in which they
repeatedly invoked Lord Rama
and Hanuman.

Stating at the electorate of
Delhi had voted on develop-
ment plank, Akhilesh said the
people of UP would also do the
same. “We will seek support of
the electorate on the basis of
our work. We will also urge
them to ask the BJP govern-
ment to talk about their
achievements,” he added.

The SP president’s remarks
assume significance as BSP
supremo Mayawati has also
hinted that her party would not
have any kind of alliance with
the SP or other rival parties in
the state. The SP and BSP had
contested the 2019 Lok Sabha
polls in alliance in UP but their
tie-up failed to click. While the
BSP had bagged 10 seats, the SP
managed to win only five.
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Uttar Pradesh Sunni Central
Waqf Board will meet in

Lucknow on Monday to decide
whether to accept the five acres
of land allotted by the UP gov-
ernment for construction of a
mosque in Ayodhya. The
Supreme Court, in its verdict on
November 9 last year, had direct-
ed the government to allocate an
alternative land at a prominent
location in Ayodhya for the
construction of a mosque.

“The board may also
announce a trust for construc-
tion of a mosque. The trust can
be named Indo-Islamic Culture
Foundation,” sources said.
They said the board would not
only decide whether to accept
the land but also about the
usage of the land if it decided
to take possession. There are
several proposals like building
a hospital or school at the
site. The Uttar Pradesh govern-
ment has allotted a 5-acre plot
for the mosque at Dhannipur
village in Sohawal tehsil of
Ayodhya district, nearly 25

kilometres away from the Ram
Janmabhoomi temple com-
plex. Litigants in the Babri
case said that the land allotted
by the UP government was far
away from Ayodhya town and
the government should find
some other land at a closer
location, otherwise they would
be left with no alternative but
to approach the Supreme Court
once again. “The site for the
mosque is too far from
Ayodhya. It will be difficult for
people to go that far to offer
Namaz. The decision should be
reconsidered and the land must
be allotted at a nearby place,”
Haji Mahboob, one of the liti-
gants, said. In a historic deci-
sion, the Supreme Court had
on November 9 last year direct-
ed the Central government to
hand over the disputed site at
Ayodhya for the construction
of Ram temple and set up a
trust for the same.

The apex court had also
directed the government to
give a suitable plot of land mea-
suring five acres to the Sunni
Waqf Board.


��		� -23�'1(

The day Maharashtra gov-
ernment completes 100

days in office (March 7), Chief
Minister Uddhav Thackeray,
along with his ministerial col-
leagues and family members,
will visit Ayodhya to seek the
blessings of Ram Lalla.

The Maharastra CM, to be
accompanied by his wife and
son along with state ministers

and other Shiv Sena leaders,
would directly reach Ayodhya
from Mumbai on March 7
morning, Shiv Sena officials
said on Sunday.

The Maharashtra CM and
others will also have darshan of
Hanumangarhi and other tem-
ples besides meeting saints
during the day-long stay in the
temple city.

After the Supreme Court
gave its judgement on Ram

temple on November 9 last
year, Uddhav had announced
to visit Ayodhya. However, his
strained ties with the BJP after
the Maharashtra assembly polls
and formation of his govern-
ment in alliance with the NCP
and Congress delayed his visit.

“It will be a thanksgiving
visit when Uddhav Thackeray
pays obeisance to  Ram Lalla,”
a senior Shiv Sena official in
Lucknow said.

Uddhav had last visited
Ayodhya on June 16, 2019
along with 18 party MPs after
the win in Lok Sabha polls.
During that visit, he had pre-
dicted that the Ram temple
would be constructed during
the tenure of Prime Minister
Narendra Modi. At that time,
both the parties — BJP and
Shiv Sena — were in alliance
and he had praised Modi’s
leadership.
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Gorakhpur (PTI): The mater-
nal uncle of Dr Kafeel Khan,
who was recently ar
rested for allegedly making
inflammatory statements
during anti-CAA protests,
was shot dead in front of his
house at Bankatichak in
Rajghat area here, police said
on Sunday.

Dr Nusratullah Warsi aka
Dada (55), a property dealer,
was shot dead on

Saturday night at about
10:45 pm and an FIR against
two people was filed in this
connection on a written
complaint of his family mem-
bers.

According to police, it
appears to be a case of murder
due to monetary and property
dispute and they are searching
for both the accused.

Dr Kafeel Khan, suspend-
ed doctor of Gorakhpur BRD
Medical College, was  last
month arrested under charges
of giving a provocative speech
during a protest against the
CAA and NRC at Aligarh
Muslim University and was
later charged with the National
Security Act.

Warsi on Saturday evening
had gone to his lawyer Siraj
Tariq’s house, a few metres
away from his own house, and
was returning home on
foot when a man shot him in
his head, killing him on the
spot.

“On the written complaint
of family members, case of
murder against one
Imammuddin and Anil Sonkar
has been registered and police
has initiated probe and is
searching for both the accused.
Police met the women in their
house and is interrogating
them,” Circle Officer VP Singh
said.

Ayodhya (PTI): Uttar
Pradesh Chief Minister Yogi
Aadityanath on Sunday
described the country’s present
generation as a “lucky” one for
being part of the struggle for
having a Lord Ram temple in
Ayodhya and being witness to
its construction. 

The chief minister
made the remark during his
first visit to the temple town
after the September 9 verdict
of the Supreme Court last
year on the Ayodhya dispute
that resolved the centuries-old
tangle and subsequent
setting up of a trust by the cen-
tral government to oversee
the construction of the
temple.

The chief minister was
here to inaugurate a health fair,
Mukhya Mantri Aarogya Mela,
at Suraj Kund in Darshan

Nagar area of Faizabad.
Addressing a gathering of

Hindu seers after inaugurating
the Health Fair, Aditynath
said, “Many generations per-
ished in the struggle for the
Ram Janambhoomi in last
500 years, but our generation
is lucky as we have been
the part of the Ram
Janambhoomi struggle and we
will see the Ram Mandir com-
ing up.”

Commenting on the apex
court’s verdict over the
Ayodhya dispute, the chief
minister said, “The Supreme
Court has shown its judicial
power to the world by its ver-
dict over the issue of Ram
Mandir.”

The chief minister also
hailed Prime Minister
Narendra Modi and his gov-
ernment “for delivering what

he promised” including nulli-
fication of Article 370 and
revocation of Jammu and
Kashmir’s special status.

“I always told saints of
Ayodhya to have trust in Prime
Minister Modi as under his
leadership, we will achieve our
goal of having a Ram Mandir
in Ayodhya.”

“Under Prime Minister
Modi’s leadership, India is
emerging as a power in the
world. The prime minister
abrogated Article 370 and pro-
hibited the practice of triple
talaq,” he said.

“He also amended the
Citizenship law to create a
completely transparent sys-
tem of giving shelter to the suf-
fering humanity of the world,
and under his strong leader-
ship, a way has been paved for
the construction of grand tem-

ple of Bhagvan Shri Ram in
Ayodhya,” the chief minister
added.

In Ayodhya, Adityanath
also visited the residence of a
Dalit community man,
Mahaveer, with whom he had
lunch when he had come to the
temple town during 2019 Lok
Sabha elections after being
banned by the Election
Commission from election-
eering.

“When I was banned by
the Election commission, I
came to visit Hanumangarhi
Temple in Ayodhya, where
Mahaveer invited me to his
house.”

“Mahaveer showed me
his four-room pucca house
built under Pradhan Mantri
Aawaas Yojna, before this
he had a Kuccha house,” he
said.
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Lucknow (PTI): Hitting out at
the Congress, Uttar Pradesh
Deputy Chief Minister Dinesh
Sharma on Sunday alleged that
the opposition party does not
want a strong India and termed
the questions raised by it in con-
nection with US President
Donald Trump’s visit “non-
essential”. The Congress has
asked Prime Minister Narendra
Modi whether he would raise
with Trump the easing of H-1B
visas, restoration of GSP status
and security concerns over the
Taliban. It asked whether Modi
would ensure cheaper oil for
India after it stopped buying oil
from Iran in view of US sanc-
tions and if Indian steel exports
would get a boost when New
Delhi commits USD 3 billion in
defence purchases.

“The questions raised by
Congress ahead of President
Trump’s visit are non-essential.
Congress does not want that

India should become strong
and hence it is raising questions
over India’s armed forces and
diplomacy,” Sharma told
reporters in Firozabad.

“Congress should keep in
mind that good ties with the US
are in India’s interest,” he said.
Earlier, Congress chief
spokesperson Randeep
Surjewala asked why Prime
Minister Modi is “silent” about
his government’s “India First”
police as President Trump talked
of “America First”.

“Post ‘Howdy Modi’ and
‘Namaste Trump’ gala events,
Will PM ensure restoration of
GSP status,” he said about the US
ending preferential tariffs for
India under Generalised System
of Preferences in June last year.
Surjewala said up till 2018,
India imported 250 crore ton
crude oil/month from Iran on
Rupee payment, 90 days credit
and doorstep delivery. 

Lucknow (PTI): The Congress
on Sunday said it will intensi-
fy its Kisan Jan Jaagran Yatra
— a march to highlight the
issues faced by farmers —
across the state after Holi. The
Yatra, which started on
February 6, will be taken to
block and booth levels after
Holi, UP Congress convenor
(media department) Lalan
Kumar said.

“Farmers are considered as
the backbone of the country.
However, the Mann Ki Baat of
Prime Minister (Narendra
Modi) and the ‘Gun Ki Baat’ by
UP Chief Minister (Yogi
Adityanath) will not do any
good to the state or the coun-
try. They should speak on
problems faced by farmers,
unemployment and various
crimes committed in the state,”
Kumar said, claiming the
crime graph in the state was
rising. He alleged farmers were
not getting a fair price for their
produce, which is often
destroyed by stray animals.
Speaking to reporters in
Kasganj, UP Congress chief
Ajay Kumar Lallu said cane

dues of farmers are yet to be
paid and there’s a threat to
farm produce by stray cattle.
“To highlight the problems of
farmers, Congress has started
the 40-day-long Kisan Jan
Jaagran Yatra. Our demand is
that farmers’ electricity bill
should be reduced by 50 per
cent, their loans be waived,
pending dues should be paid
and a farmers’ commission
should be formed,” Lallu said.
In a tweet, he added that the
state government should give
allowances to farmers pro-
tecting farm fields from stray
animals. Lallu interacted with
the public in Hathras and
Kasganj districts on Sunday.
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Lucknow Development
Authority (LDA) wil l

enforce new rules and regu-
lations for builders as well as
developers from April 1 in a
bid to bring transparency in
blue prints of projects related
to residential and commercial
properties.

The decision was taken at
a meeting held at its head
office. The meeting was
chaired by Vice-Chairman

SK Dwivedi. Addressing the
officers and engineers, the
Vice-Chairman said the
change was made in public
interest and to stop builders
and developers misguiding
the buyers. Even the upcom-
ing government projects will
not be exempted, he said.  

It is said that individuals
who are constructing their
houses exclusively for resi-
dential purpose are exempted
from the changed rules. They
have to get their blue prints

approved from the mapping
department. According to the
new rules, it would be com-

pulsory for the
bui lders and
developers to
display the
details of pro-
jects — be it res-
idential or com-
mercial — on a
black colour tin
board in block
letters. Besides,
the stretch of

blue prints should be dis-
played prominently with the
signature of the competent

officer. It would be compul-
sory for the officers of map-
ping and property depart-
ments to personally inspect
the sites to ensure facts are
not distorted. In case of any
distortion, disciplinary action
will be initiated. LDA secre-
tary MP Singh said the move
was aimed at improving the
functioning of the develop-
ment authority. He said the
buyers should have correct
information of properties 
they buy.
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Two persons were killed in
separate road mishaps in

Chinhat and Banthra on
Sunday. In Chinhat, a man
identified as Atiqur Rehman of
Samar Gardens in Ghazipur
police station area was hit by a
speeding tanker around 11.30
am on Sunday. Due to the
impact, Rehman suffered griev-
ous injuries and was rushed to
Ram Manohar Lohiya Hospital,
where he was declared brought
dead.

A police team that reached
the scene impounded the

tanker, which was abandoned
by its driver after being chased
by commuters. 

Meanwhile, a man, identi-
fied as Rahul (30) of Bhagu
Kheda locality in Banthra, was
fatally knocked down by a
truck near Khatola village in
Mohanlalganj area. Rahul was
moving via Junabganj Bhagu
Kheda road on a bike when the
tragedy struck.

Commuters and locals
flayed the police for their cos-
metic efforts in curbing reck-
less driving by heavy vehicle
drivers. “There is an incident of
road mishap on a daily basis

and someone loses his or her
life. The police work is limited
to registration of cases against
errant drivers. They never
make any efforts to limit the
speed of heavy vehicles plying
via densely-populated colonies
or on roads where the com-
muter volume is high,” they
said.
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An unidentified SUV dri-

ver duped a school manager of
Rs 50,000 and mobile phone in
Para on Sunday morning.
Reports said the victim, iden-
tified as Sonelal Nishad of

Para, had to travel to
Bangarmau in Unnao for some
work. He reached the taxi
stand near his house around 8
am. On spotting an SUV, he
asked for a lift to Bangarmau
and the driver agreed. “I got a
call from an acquaintance and
I kept my bag containing cash
inside the vehicle while I was
outside. A little later, the driver
asked me to give him my
mobile to make a call. I gave
him my mobile and he pre-
tended to dial some number.
All of a sudden, he sped off
with the bag and mobile,”
Nishad said.
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The ‘Flower and Vegetable
Show’, which was organ-

ised at Raj Bhawan, witnessed
the prize distribution on
Sunday. Governor Anandiben
Patel said that the jail inmates
had showcased their creativi-
ty by presenting a variety of
vegetables at the exhibition.
She said farmers should focus
on zero budget and organic
farming while public should
have knowledge about what
crops are grown in various dis-
tricts of the state.

“Just as we have come for-
ward with the concept of ‘One
District, One Product
(ODOP)’, we should also come
forward with ‘One District,
One Crop’. The exhibition will
remain open on February 24
too,” she said.

“Raj Bhawan is for the
general public and not only for
the Governor. For the same
reason, the doors have been
opened for all. School student
can visit from Monday to
Saturday and on Tuesday and
Thursday,” she added.

The prizes were given away
in 49 categories and the max-
imum went to the superinten-
dent of Raj Bhawan.

The visitors also went
around the  CISH stall and
were attracted towards differ-
ent varieties of cherry toma-
toes. Red-colour guava vari-
eties developed at CISH also
attracted people of all age
groups. Varieties like
‘Allahabad Safeda’ and ‘Sardar’

are available but these unique
red varieties are mostly not
available. Gardening enthusi-
asts were interested in having
an alternative of Amrapali
mango. ‘Arunika’ variety devel-
oped at CISH attracted the vis-
itors due to small trees suitable
for cities. 

It has the additional ben-
efit of coloured fruits and reg-
ularity in fruit bearing.
Different types of lettuce also
attracted the visitors. These are
full of nutrients and antioxi-
dants thus their demand in
Lucknow market is increasing.
However, seed unavailability

has limited their cultivation in
home gardens.

“Many were interested to
grow Chinese cabbage because
it looks different from the
common cabbage and attract
everyone with its lead struc-
ture,” CISH director Shailendra
Rajan said.

Scientific staff at the exhi-
bition stated that many of the
queries were related to training
programmes conducted from
time to time by CISH.  

“Many were interested in
training on rooftop gardening
and hydroponics. A good
number of people were inter-

ested in knowing  when the
institute conducts training on
value addition. After visiting
the stall, many young entre-
preneurs contacted us for start-
ing a career in various areas of
institute competence.
Awareness about the tech-
nologies on horticulture crops
has attracted a good number of
youths and CISH helped them
in fulfilling their ambitions,”
the director said.

The UPMRC stall also
attracted a large number of vis-
itors and the main attraction
was the toy metro train which
was available for children.
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Two groups of volunteers
present near Hussainabad

Clock Tower, where anti-CAA
stir has been underway for
over a month, had a fierce
fight on Sunday evening. An
advocate opened two rounds
of fire on the issue of taking
charge of affairs related to the
stir. The clash among the
youths, over 50 in number, and
firing sent chill down the
nerves of protesters who mis-
took it as a ploy to end their
protest.

Commissioner of Police
Sujeet Pandey said the incident
had nothing to do with the
ongoing anti-CAA protest. He
added that two persons,
including an advocate, had
been detained.

As per reports, some vol-
unteers who help protesters by
providing to them water and
eatables, had a verbal spat
with another group, also
engaged in the same work. The
groups came face to face
around 4.30 pm on Sunday
and taunted one another about
50 metres away from the Clock
Tower. 

Soon, they attacked one
another with sticks and also
resorted to stone-pelting.
Meanwhile, a youth donning
lawyer’s uniform reached the

scene and opened two rounds
of fire in the air to intimidate
the warring groups and those
sitting on dharna. The fight
among the volunteers and fir-
ing scared the protesters, but
they did not leave the place. 

In the meantime, some
commuters called the police
and a huge force reached the
scene to bring the situation
under control. By the time the
police reached the scene, some

youths guarding the area in
which the women were sitting,
had overpowered the man
who opened fire and handed
him over to the cops.

A police spokesman said
the groups fought over
women-related issue and did
not explain it further. He said
the advocate who opened fire
was identified as Mirza Fazal
Ali Beg. “The other youth
detained was identified as

Imran Haider,” he added. 
In his e-byte focused on

explaining that the incident
had no link with the anti-CAA
stir, the Commissioner of
Police said the advocate
opened fire in the air and the
weapon was impounded.

He said no one was
injured in the firing. “Two
men fought over some per-
sonal issue behind the Clock
Tower,” he said.
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The  Forest department has
identified the pug marks of

the animal on the prowl in
Karkaha region (Sadar tehsil)
near Mohanlalganj as those of
the canine family. Deputy
director of Lucknow zoo and
tranquilising expert Utkarsh
Shukla also visited the area on
Sunday morning.

DFO, Awadh, Ravi Singh
said there has been no move-
ment of the wild animal for the
past two days after it last struck
on February 20 when it killed
two calves. “The pug marks
indicate that the animal is not
from the feline family but
canine family which means it
could be a dog, jackal or hyena,”
he said.

He added that they had
increased patrolling in the area
and there were three teams
(five members each) of Forest
department monitoring the
area. “We have asked the vil-
lagers to ensure certain pre-
cautions. They should not go
out to answer nature’s call in the
morning, not allow their chil-
dren to play outside in the
evening and light a fire in the
evening in front of their hous-
es,” he said. He added that they
had also asked the men to
ensure night vigil in the night.

However, Shukla, who vis-
ited the site for the first time,

said he would be carrying out
further investigations to  arrive
at any conclusion as to whether
the animal was a leopard or
not. “The video of attack on
calves had gone viral and it
hinted that the animal could be
a leopard, but I will make a
statement only when I get
some proof,” he said.

Shukla said that the area is
a vast forest and if it was a leop-
ard, it might have  come from
the rivers and then made a hunt
before moving on. “A trap has
already been placed for the ani-
mal. I will visit the area again
tomorrow to track the animal,”
he said. It may be noted that
Lucknow has witnessed sever-
al man-animal conflicts in the
recent past. The latest was in
Ashiyana two years back when
a leopard was shot dead after it
escaped from the net trap laid
by the Forest department.
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Lucknow (PNS): District
Magistrate Abhishek Prakash
issued directions to the project
officers of PWD, Civil Defence,
Setu Nigam and PWD for
improving city f lyovers.
During an extensive inspection
of the flyovers, the DM said
grills should be put up below
the flyovers and a green belt
created while there should be
proper drainage facilities.

He directed LMC to iden-
tify broken points of sewer
lines and ask Setu Nigam to
repair the same. He said drains
should be made on the service
lanes on both sides of the fly-
overs. The DM pointed out
that all the pillars of Setu
Nigam should be cleaned and
painted. Saying that utility
shifting of electric wires had
still not been  carried out by
LESA near Meena Bakery, he
issued necessary directions in
this regard. He also talked to
the traders regarding the
encroachments near the bak-
ery. The traders told him that
they would remove the
encroachments within the next
two days.

Meanwhile, the DM held a
review meeting on infrastruc-
tural progress in the city
regarding parkings and over-
bridges. The DM pointed out
that Aminabad market was
an extremely crowded market
and that parking arrangements
should be made for both
Jhande Wala Park and Gunge
Nawab Park.

“The city is also being
made a hoarding-free zone,
under which at a 100 metres
distance from all the crowded
crossings, no permission will
be given for putting up hoard-
ings. Standards will also be
made for the kind of hoardings
which can be put up,” Prakash
said. For better parking facili-
ties, the DM said, the officials
needed to work on how many
vehicles were there on the
road currently, how many extra
vehicles adding on to the road
and the transport department
should provide figures for the
same.

He said that foot over-
bridges should also be con-
structed and the old ones be
provided additional amenities
such as escalators, and lifts.
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Lucknow: Thunderstorms
accompanied by lighting and
gusty winds of up to 40 kmph
are very likely to occur at iso-
lated places in eastern Uttar
Pradesh, the meteorological
(MeT) department here said
on Sunday.

The minimum tempera-
ture in state capital Lucknow
on Sunday settled at 16.6
degrees Celsius, almost 5.5
degrees Celsius above the

normal, it said. The maxi-
mum in Lucknow was 27.6
degrees Celsius, the MeT said,
adding that the weather is
most likely to remain dry
over western Uttar 
Pradesh.

Thunderstorm accompa-
nied with lighting and gusty
winds of up to 30 to 40 kmph
are very likely at isolated
places over eastern Uttar
Pradesh, it said. PTI
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Buoyed by its decisive vic-
tory in Delhi, the Aam

Aadmi Party has decided to
turn its focus on Uttar Pradesh
as it outlined its plans on
Sunday to recruit 25-lakh
members in the politically-
crucial state and contest the
panchayat polls later this year.

AAP spokesperson Sanjay
Singh said party workers
would visit 1.07-lakh villages
in the state during the next
three months, and gather pub-
lic opinion and information on
issues that affect people. “The
entire feedback will be sub-
mitted to Kejriwal after three
months,” Singh told reporters.

The Rajya Sabha member
said the Arvind Kejriwal-led
party planned to make 25-lakh
members in the state and,
within a month, 5,000 posters
of the party would be put up
in every assembly constituen-
cy. The membership drive will
be held from Monday till
March 22 in over 12,000 wards
in various cities across the
state. “AAP will contest the
panchayat elections (likely in
October-November) in UP,” he
announced.

However, Deputy Chief
Minister Dinesh Sharma dis-
missed the claims made by the
AAP, saying the party had
talked about expanding itself
in the past as well. The
renewed focus to diversify the
AAP across the country comes
nearly two weeks after the
party, founded in 2012, regis-
tered a decisive win in the
Delhi assembly elections for a

third consecutive term.
After its win in Delhi five

years ago, the AAP had made
moves to expand, but did not
find much base. For Uttar
Pradesh, the AAP spokesper-
son said, five ministers with
origins in the state have been
made ministers in Delhi  gov-
ernment. “They will play a key
role in various campaigns by
the party,” he added.

Hitting out at the
Adtiyanath government, Singh
claimed that law and order had
ceased to exist in Uttar
Pradesh and the youth was
disappointed with the BJP

government.
Chief Minister Yogi

Adityanath had campaigned
for the Bharatiya Janata Party
ahead of the Delhi Assembly
election. “The statements
made by Adityanath and the
action on CAA  protesters are
a sign of an unsuccessful chief
minister,” Singh said.

“The BJP is a party with
a bad mentality and is known
for its bad remarks. The peo-
ple have defeated BJP’s politics
of hatred and have given a
thumbs up to Kejriwal’s poli-
tics of love,” Singh said, adding
that the BJP was raising “all the

unreal issues” while hiding the
issues of inflation.

“People are tired of politics
of religion,” he said, stressing
that AAP would focus on
farmers’ problems. Singh
alleged that hooliganism and
anarchy were at its peak in the
state and attempts were being
made under the present dis-
pensation to “harm” democ-
racy.

“All sections of society are
fed up with this  government.
But the CM is busy patting his
back and talking falsely about
development,” he charged,
adding only the AAP could

provide a clean governance.
The party, which is eying

the 2022 Uttar Pradesh
Assembly polls, said it would
seek votes in the name of
Delhi government’s  “devel-
opment model”, which, Singh
asserted, was better than the
BJP’s “Gujarat model”.

“The Delhi Assembly elec-
tion has proved people are dis-
carding politics of hatred and
preferring politics of develop-
ment,” he said. “In Delhi, 15
MLAs belong to UP and they
will be given responsibility in
the state to strengthen the
party’s base,” Singh said.
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Lucknow: In a unique initia-
tive ahead of the International
Women’s Day, the Lucknow
University is planning to
launch ‘Garbha Sanskaar’
course which deals with vari-
ous aspects and requirements
of motherhood.

“The Institute of Women
Studies has made its plan to
start the Garbha Sanskaar
course. It is a certificate and

diploma course. The certificate
course is for three months,
while the diploma course is
from six months to one year. 

“We are working on this
and it will be implemented in
the upcoming academic ses-
sion of the university,”
Durgesh Srivastava,
spokesperson, Lucknow
University said on Sunday. 

The International

Women’s Day falls on March 8,
while the International
Mother’s Day is on May 10 
this year.  

“While some of the
women on the verge of preg-
nancy are educated and aware,
others are not. Through this
course, an effort has been
made to tell the women how
they should live in a clean
environment, what they

should eat and how should
they look after themselves, so
that the newborn children are
healthy. This will ensure that
the future generation of the
country is hale and hearty,”
Srivastava said. 

The university spokesman
said since it is a new course
and first-of-its-kind in the
country, there is curiosity
among the students. “People
related to the field of medical
education and music will be
roped in for this course,” he
said.  Srivastava added that the
course is the “vision” of Uttar
Pradesh Governor Anandiben
Patel. PTI
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Niti Kumar, senior scientist
from the Division of Molecular
Parasitology and Immunology,
CDRI, will be
r e c e i v i n g
‘SERB Women
E x c e l l e n c e
Award-2020’
by the
President of
India during
National Science Day celebra-
tions at Vigyan Bhawan  in
New Delhi on February 28.
“The award is given to women
scientists under 40 years of age
who have received recogni-
tion from national academies.
The women researchers will be
supported by a research grant
of Rs 5 lakh per annum for
three years by Science and
Engineering Research Board,
Department of Science &
Technology, Government of
India (SERB-DST),” media
spokesperson Sanjeev Yadav
said. “Her research group is try-
ing to understand the protein
quality control machinery in
human malaria parasite for
exploration of alternative drug
targets for malaria interven-
tion,” he said. Kumar has many
awards and recognitions to
her credit including, Innovative
Young Biotechnologist Award
(DBT-IYBA, 2015), INSA
Medal for Young Scientist
(2010) by Indian National
Science Academy,
Ramalingaswami Fellowship
(2013-2018), EMBO Post-
Doctoral Fellowship (2010-
2012), Alexander von
Humboldt Fellow (2010), Max
Planck Post-doctoral fellowship
at Max Planck Institute of

Biochemistry (2009), and
Marie Curie Early Stage
Research Fellowship by
European Union under 6th
Framework Programme (2005-
2006).

����
Brand ambassador of

Swachh Bharat Abhiyan, Sant
Nirankari Charitable
Foundation  organised a pan-
India cleanliness and plantation
drive covering government
hospitals on Sunday. The drive
focused on the cleanliness of
the compounds, toilets,
drainage/water areas and parks
of 1,266 hospitals with the
help of about 3.5 lakh volun-
teers, sewadal and active mem-
bers of the mission. In
Lucknow, Balrampur Hospital
and Avantibai Hospital were
covered under the drive.
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The second day of the 3-

day ‘Abhivyakti-2020’, the cul-
tural fest of Shri Ramswroop
Memorial Group of
Professional Colleges, began
with the address of executive
director Pankaj Agarwal.  The
major events of the day were RJ
Hunt, Swargini, Open Mic Ad
Mad, Aawahan, Dracula, Kite
Flying, Co etc. 
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A vintage car rally was

flagged off from Tourism
department on Sunday. About
20-odd vintage cars moved
out of the Tourism department.
Key organiser Sandeep Das
said they were moving out of
the city after a gap of seven
years and the cars attracted
large crowds as they moved

through Atoria towards
Sitapur. The vintage cars
included  Fiat, Ford A, Fiat
Balilla, Standard Coventry,
Rover, Morris-8, MGTC,
Chevrolet Bus, Hillman Minx,
Willy Station Wagon, Land
Rover, Mercedes, Pontiac and
MG TC.
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The 4th Awadh Queer
Pride march was held on
Sunday. Members of the
LGBTQ community danced
on the streets from NBRI cross-
ing to GPO. They said that they
were marching  against the
oppressive attacks and dis-
crimination against their com-
munity. 
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The Wajid Ali Shah Fest,

which was celebrated on
Sunday, saw a lecture by
Morari Bapu in the morning at
Dilkusha Gardens and the
staging of a play in the evening.
The play was related to the

First War of Independence
(1857) and a tale about how
the voice of a poet by the name
of Gomti was suppressed by
the English when they cap-
tured Awadh.
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The 33rd All-India Postal

Football Tournament will be

organised by Uttar Pradesh
Postal Circle from February
24 to 28 at Chowk Stadium.
Footballers from different
postal circles across the coun-
try will take part in the 
tournament. As of now, teams
from Kerala,  Karnataka,
Madhya Pradesh,  Delhi,  
Tamil Nadu, West Bengal,

Odisha and Jammu &
Kashmir besides Uttar
Pradesh have arrived at
Lucknow to take part in the
tournament. Chief Postmaster
General Kaushlendra Kumar
Sinha said that last  
year, the tournament was
organised by Kerala Postal
Circle.
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Lucknow: The Irish govern-
ment on Sunday organised its
education in Ireland fair in
Lucknow for students who
wish to pursue higher educa-
tion in Ireland. The fair saw
Irish institutes addressing var-
ious aspects pertaining to pro-
grammes available, intakes,
offer acceptance, campus life,
accommodation, international
student support, scholarships,
culture, and queries of students
and parents here, a statement
issued by Education in Ireland
said.

Other than Lucknow,
Education in Ireland fairs will
also be organised in Mumbai,
Bengaluru and Chennai.
Enterprise Ireland, which man-
ages the Education in Ireland
national brand under the
authority of the minister for
education and skills, is respon-
sible for the promotion of Irish

higher education institutions
overseas.

“Through the education
fair, we aim to provide a trans-
parent and delightful opportu-
nity for the students to access
end-to-end Irish education
market under one roof.

“The fairs offer a broader
percept on the courses, the job
opportunities given post stud-
ies and various scholarships to
interested students and help
them make well-versed deci-
sions about their education
goals,” Barry O’Driscoll, senior
education adviser, India -
Education in Ireland, said in
the statement.

Apart from the wide range
of sponsorships from multiple
Irish sources, Education in
Ireland will also offer 3000-
euro worth scholarships to two
students present at the fair
from each city.  PTI
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It would be followed by

restricted and delegation-level
talks between Trump and Modi
at Hyderabad House. Prime
Minister Modi would host a
lunch for the US president fol-
lowing the bilateral talks.

In the afternoon, Trump is
expected to attend certain pri-
vate events at the US Embassy,
including a roundtable with
industry representatives. In the
evening, the US president will
meet President Ram Nath
Kovind at the Rashtrapati
Bhavan. A banquet will be
hosted by Kovind. President
Trump would depart from
India later that evening.

In their talks on Tuesday,
Trump and Prime Minister
Modi are likely to focus on a
wide variety of bilateral and
regional issues including trade
and investment, defence and
security, counter-terrorism,
energy security, religious free-
dom, proposed peace deal with
Taliban in Afghanistan and
situation in the Indo-Pacific,
according to Indian and US
officials.

Trump’s visit to India
comes at a time when the
country has been witnessing
widespread protests against a
new citizenship law and strain
in New Delhi’s ties with
Islamabad over the Kashmir
issue. The visiting American
delegation includes Commerce
Secretary Wilbur Ross, Energy

Secretary Dan Brouillette,
Acting Chief of Staff Mick
Mulvaney and National
Security Adviser Robert O’
Brien. Senior advisers to the
President Stephen Miller, Dan
Scavino, Chief of Staff to the
First Lady Lindsay Reynolds,
Assistant to the President and
Special Representative for
I n t e r n a t i o n a l
Telecommunication Policy and
Senior Adviser to the Chief of
Staff Robert Blair, and White
House Press Secretary
Stephanie Grisham are the
other members of the delega-
tion.

United States Ambassador
to India Ken Juster is also part
of the delegation.
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Hundreds and thousands

of people are seen welcoming
Trump in the video.

“Look so forward to being
with my great friends inIA!”
Trump said in a tweet.

The president, who arrived
at the White House following
four days of hectic political
campaigning in the western
parts of the country, had no
public engagements on
Saturday. Trump did not go for
a round of golf, which is nor-
mally the case for him on a
bright sunny weekend day in
Washington.

Along with the tweet,
Trump retweeted an 81-second
video by a Twitter account

identified as “Sol” with the
handle Solmemes1.

“To celebrate Trump’s visit
to India I wanted to make a
video to show how in my
warped mind it will go... USA
and India united!” the handle
Solmemes1 tweeted in the orig-
inal post with the video.Trump
appears as a great saviour, in
the short animated clip, riding
on a chariot with First Lady
Melania. A few stills later,
Trump is seen riding a horse
carrying on his soldiers his son
Donald Junior and daughter
Ivanka. PNS

.
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It is accompanied with an
image of Trump standing next
to Prime Minister Narendra
Modi. Another billboard fea-
tures the two leaders shaking
hands with the message
‘Welcome to the Land of Holy
Rivers Yamuna and Ganga’.

Yet another one on the
route says ‘Welcome to the
Land of Rich Heritage of Art
and Craft’.

Trump is slated to arrive in
Agra on Monday evening after
jointly attending with Modi the
mega ‘Namaste Trump’ event at
the newly built Motera cricket
stadium in Ahmedabad earli-
er in the day.

The event has been named
‘Namaste Trump’ on the lines
of the ‘Howdy, Modi’ pro-
gramme organised in the US
last year.

The administration is all
geared up for the big day and
preparations are in full swing
to present “best face of Agra”.

Another billboard shows
Trump and Modi shaking
hands with the message ‘Two
great nations. One great friend-
ship’, ‘Namaste Trump,
February 24’.

Outside the Agra
Cantonment station at the Atal
Chowk, a banner on Trump’s
visit also greets people arriving
in the city. 

In Agra, the Trump fami-
ly will spend about an hour at
the Taj Mahal before sunset.
They will then leave for Delhi.
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Naqvi and Azad, in their

joint affidavit, have alleged
that “the present ruling dis-
pensation, at the behest of its
political masters, had devised
a strategy of extinguishing
these protests by falsely
attributing violence and acts of
vandalism to peaceful protes-
tors”.

They have also said that
police has “unnecessarily” bar-
ricaded numerous roads that
“have no connection with the
protest” and are at a great dis-
tance from the site, thereby,
“abdicating their responsibili-
ties and duties and wrongly lay-
ing the blame on the protest”.

“It is these barricading of
unconnected roads that has led
to a chaotic situation,”

Habibullah has claimed and
added that if the barricades are
removed from the 10 points he
has mentioned in the affidavit,
“the chaos complained of in the
petition would cease”.

In a separate affidavit,
Naqvi and Azad have claimed
the issue of inconvenience to
commuters has been “deliber-
ately orchestrated by the police”
by blocking all the surrounding
roads as well as the arterial
roads connecting Delhi, Noida
and Faridabad.

They have further alleged
that one of the petitions has
been filed by lawyer Amit
Shani, who is an active mem-
ber and supporter of BJP pos-
ing as a concerned citizen, as
his place of residence, office
and direct route of daily com-
mute are nowhere near
Shaheen Bagh. Habibullah, in
his affidavit, has also stated that
the protestors have asked him
to convey to the apex court that
their dissent “was out of des-
peration and compulsion” as
they see the CAA, National
Population Register (NPR) and
National Register of Citizens
(NRC) as a “death knell” for
their and future generations’
survival and existence.

The other concerns voiced
by the protestors were that
CAA and the intention behind
it, as publicly voiced by those
in power, “has struck a deep
fear into the hearts of many
poor and under-privileged cit-

izens of India”.
He has said, “The assembly

is peaceful. The question of
their security is also crucial.
Any attempt to forcibly shift
them from the present site
would compromise their safe-
ty.” Restrictions have been
imposed on the Kalindi Kunj-
Shaheen Bagh stretch and the
Okhla underpass, which were
closed on December 15 last
year due to protests against
CAA and NRC.

The apex court was hear-
ing an appeal filed by Sahni,
who had first approached the
Delhi High Court seeking
directions to Delhi Police to
ensure smooth traffic flow on
the Kalindi Kunj-Shaheen Bagh
stretch, which was blocked by
anti-CAA protesters on
December 15 last year.

Separately, former BJP
MLA Nand Kishore Garg has
filed a plea in the apex court
seeking directions to authori-
ties to remove protestors from
Shaheen Bagh. 
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According to the cops the

clashes took place after some
protesters, who had gathered
outside a police station to ask
for permission to erect tents for
protection against bad weath-
er, allegedly threw stones and
vandalized the vehicle of a
local police officer - the Station
House Officer -, prompting the
cops to respond with a lathi-

charge and fire tear gas shells
to disperse the mob.

Speaking to reporters after
the incident, Aligarh District
Magistrate Chandra Bhushan
Singh said the violence was
under control and the mob had
been dispersed.

“(The) violence started
around 5 pm when a local
police officer’s vehicle was pelt-
ed with stones. Soon after, the
mob started throwing stones at
us to disperse them and we had
to use tear gas shells. The sit-
uation is under control,” Singh
said, adding that the cops were
also investigating the role of
Aligarh Muslim University stu-
dents in instigating the crowd.
He said the police were iden-
tifying them those incited the
mob. “We are ascertaining the
damages caused by rioters and
penalty will be realized from
them,” he said. “We have held
peace meetings and asked
Muslim community leaders,
including the Imam of the
Jama Masjid, to act as inter-
locutors,” Singh added.

����	
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“This protest is against

CAA, NRC and also seeking
reservation for Dalits. The
movement is primarily led by
the women, while the men are
only supporting them,” a pro-
tester named Shadab said. “We
have blocked the road and we
will not move from the site till
the Centre revokes the dra-

conian law,” he said.
In the evening Alok

Kumar, Joint Commissioner
of Police (Eastern Range) said
stones were also pelted at the
police. “The situation has been
brought under control.
Adequate personnel have been
deployed and are conducting
flag marches.”

Taking to twitter, Mishra
said, “We have given a three-
day ultimatum to the Delhi
Police to get the road cleared.
Get the Jafrabad and
Chandbagh road cleared”.

In a video tweeted by him
where he can be seen address-
ing the gathering, Mishra said,
“They (protestors) want to cre-
ate trouble in Delhi. That’s
why they have closed the roads.
That’s why they have created a
riot-like situation here. We
have not pelted any stone.

“Till US President is in
India, we are leaving the area
peacefully. After that we won’t
listen to you (police) if the
roads are not vacated by then,”
he told the gathering.

The fresh sit-in protest
comes at a time when efforts
are being made to negotiate
with the protesters at Shaheen
Bagh whose agitation has
resulted in traffic snarls along
the Delhi-Noida route. A small
stretch of the road closed for
over two months was “opened”
by a group of demonstrators on
Saturday, though police barri-
cades continued on one side.
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A4000-year-old urban set-
tlement has been

unearthed by a team of the
Benaras Hindu University in
Varanasi, which experts say is
one of the craft villages men-
tioned in ancient texts. The
Benaras Hindu University’s
Department of Ancient Indian
History, Culture and
Archaeology which did a pre-
liminary survey of the site in
Babhaniyav village, 13 km
from Varanasi, said they had
found remnants of one of the
settlements that have been
mentioned in various literature
surrounding the holy city.

Initial survey of the site in
Babhaniyav village in Varanasi
district has found a temple dat-
ing back to the 5th Century
AD through 8th Century AD,
potteries which are 4000-year-
old and walls which are 2000-
year-old, said Professor A K
Dubey of Department of
Ancient Indian History,
Culture and Archaeology,
BHU.

“On the basis of the surface
materials at the site we can say
that the structure is anywhere
between 3500 to 4000-year-
old,” said Dubey, who is part of

the team which will excavate
the site from February 23.

He said that it gains sig-
nificance because of its prox-
imity to Varanasi, which
according to legend was found-
ed by the Hindu deity Lord
Shiva 5,000 years ago, though
modern scholars believe it to
be around 3,000 years old.

“The site at Babhaniyav
could be a small sub-centre of
Varanasi which also grew as an
urban town,” said Dubey. The

latest findings in Babhaniyav
village is significant as it could
have been a satellite settlement
and feeding centre of the

Varanasi-Sarnath region,
said B R Mani former
Additional Director General of
the Archaeological Survey of
India (ASI).

He was invited by BHU
during its initial survey and
said the team has unearthed a
5-metre cultural deposit like
the ones found in Sarnath.

“While such crafts villages
have been earlier unearthed in
Sarnath, Tilmapur, Ramnagar
and other areas, Babhaniyav is
an addition. They have also
found a pillar with a two line
text in Kushan Brahmi script
which makes the findings at
least 3500-4000 year old.

“Once the excavation is
complete we will get a clearer
picture of the findings,” Mani,
who now heads the National
Museum, told PTI.
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The Delhi Police in concert
with the central security

agencies has thrown a massive
security blanket in and around
ITC Maurya hotel where
United States (US) President
Donald Trump will check-in on
Monday. All roads leading to
the hotel at Sardar Patel Marg
have been sanitised with multi-
layered security apparatus in
place. Anti-sabotage teams of
the National Security Guards
(NSG), Army and Central
Armed Police Forces (CAPFs)
have carried out intense anti-
sabotage checks on the routes
to be taken by the visiting dig-
nitary.

Indian security agencies
are also working in close coor-
dination with the US Secret
Service responsible for man-
ning the security of the US
President. In view of the spi-
ralling tensions between Iran
and the US, there is a higher
security threat this time and the
agencies are more "cautious
and alert" than ever,  well
placed sources said.

Delhi's sky would be a 'no
fly zone' till the US President is
in the national Capital, officials

said. Anti-drone detachment of
NSG, snipers, elite Special
Weapons And Tactic (SWAT)
commandos, kite catchers,
canine units, sharp shooters on
high-rise buildings and
Parakram vans of Delhi Police
have also been deployed along
the routes and areas in and
around the hotel where Trump
will be staying, they said on
Sunday. According to senior
Delhi Police officials,  person-
nel from six districts have been
deployed for the security
arrangements and nearly 40
companies of CAPFs have been
requisitioned to be part of the
security paraphernalia.

Hundreds of high-defini-
tion CCTV cameras with night
vision capacity have been

installed across the Sardar Patel
Marg where hotel ITC Maurya
is located to monitor the situ-
ation round-the-clock, the offi-
cials said. 

Five years ago, when
Trump's predecessor Barack
Obama visited the national
capital, the Delhi Police had
rented 605 CCTV cameras and
spent more than Rs one crore
in hiring, installing and later
removing them after the pres-
idential visit was over.

A senior police officer
said, "We have also requested
the anti-sabotage checking
teams from paramilitary and
army. They have been regularly
conducting anti-sabotage
checks along every route to be
taken by the US President
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during his visit here". Besides
the multi-layer security cover,
elaborate arrangements have
been made by the Delhi Police,
including placement of double
barricading on all the roads
where Trump's convoy is like-
ly to pass, officials said, adding
that aerial surveillance of the
route will also be conducted as
part of the security measures.

Jersey barriers (modular
concrete or plastic barriers
placed to organise traffic into
lanes) will also be put up on
the route, a senior police offi-
cial said.

Delhi Police is also work-
ing in close coordination with
civic bodies. The route leading
to a Delhi government school
where US first lady Melania
Trump is scheduled to pay a
visit will also be under a high
security cover, according to
officials. Trees have been
trimmed according to the
directions of the security agen-
cies as part of the protocol.

Meetings have also been
held with US security agents
on the elaborate security
arrangements in place. At the
ITC Maurya, a three-layer
security will be in place. The
hotel, located in Diplomatic
Enclave in Chanakyapuri, will
have police personnel in plain
clothes patrolling every floor.

Delhi Police's security
wing personnel will form part
of the inner cordon that will
work in close coordination
with the United States Secret
Service.



���
���/���������������� ����� �� � !"#�!$!$


!����	��3�	������	�
',(	%,-.�

Urging for conservation and
preservation of biodiver-

sity, Prime Minister Narendra
Modi on Sunday said biodi-
versity of India is unique trea-
sure for the entire mankind.
Addressing his monthly 'Mann
ki Baat' radio address, Modi
referred to Tamil poetess
Avvaiyar to drive home his
point. “What we know is just a
handful of sand. What we do
not know is like a universe in
itself,” he said quoting her.
Similar is the case with the bio-
diversity of this country, said
Modi.

“The more you know, the
more you realise the magnitude
of what you do not know. Our
biodiversity too is a unique
treasure for the entire human
kind. We have to preserve it,
conserve it and explore further,”
he said. The Prime Minister
said the traditions and the
legacy we have inherited teach-

es us compassion toward all liv-
ing beings and boundless love
for nature. 

Modi pointed out that
more than 500 bird species
across the world land in India
every year.  

He informed that recently,
biologists discovered a new
species of fish whose habitat is
within the caves of Meghalaya.
It is believed that this fish is the
largest among aquatic species
found under the surface of
caves. "It a matter of joy that

India, and especially
Meghalaya, is home to a rare
species. It lends a new facet to
India's biodiversity. We are
surrounded by many such mys-
teries, which are still undis-
covered. To discover such a
phenomenal enigma calls for
fierce detective passion," he
said.

In his address, the Prime
Minister also referred to the
'Hunar Haat' organised by the
Ministry of Minority Affairs at
the Rajpath. Last week Modi

made a surprise visit to the
Haat where he interacted 

with people, had litti-
chokha for lunch and enjoyed
a hot kulhad of tea.  He said the
Haat is a fine example of India's
diverse expanse, cultures, tra-
ditions, cuisines and the
warmth of emotions. 

"It is a venue where it is
impossible to overlook the
country's diversity. Besides
handicrafts, it displays the
diversity of India's varied cui-
sine too. In a single row, one

could savour the sight of idli-
dosa, chhole-bhature, daal-
baati, khaman-khandvi ...," he
said, urging people to visit
such haats to be a part of the
country's art-culture canvas.
"You will also contribute in the
progress and prosperity of
hardworking craft persons,
especially women," he said.

PM also hailed the use of
a mixture of 10 per cent
indigenously produced bio-jet
fuel to fly an Indian Air Force
transport aircraft, saying such
efforts will not only help bring
down carbon emissions, but
also reduce the country's
dependence on imported
crude oil. "This was the first
time that this mix was used in
both engines.  Not just that,
the airport from which this
plane took off from Leh is not
only one of the highest alti-
tude airports in India but
also in the world," he said,
referring the Indian Air
Force's AN-32 aircraft took off
from Leh's Kushok Bakula
Rimpoche airport using a
mixture of 10 per cent  Indian
bio-jet fuel.
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Rajya Sabha Chairman M
Venkaiah Naidu has direct-

ed the Secretariat to prepare
reports on the participation of
all the members under various
windows to inform them at the
end of each session of the
House.  

In its study, the Rajya
Sabha secretariat has revealed
that different parties got their
due share of opportunities of
participation under various
windows during the first part
of the Budget session that con-
cluded on the 11th of this
month. The study was done to
know if the parties were getting
equitable opportunities in the
Council confirmed fair and
proportional share for different
parties with the opposition
getting slightly more in the total
1,460 opportunities.  

According to sources, the
study reveals that BJP with 82
members accounting for 34
percent of the strength of 239
of the House got 480 opportu-

nities amounting to 33 percent
of the total.  Congress with 46
members constituting 19 per-
cent of the strength got 345
opportunities which comes to
24 percent share of the total. 

"The 10 recognised parties
in the House with five mem-
bers and above each  with a
total of 190 members account-
ing for 80 percent of the
strength of the Council got
about 81 percent of the total
opportunities.

Others including region-
al parties and independents
amounting to 20 percent of the
membership of the House got
19 percent share of participa-
tion indicating broad corre-
spondence between the
strength and share of oppor-
tunities," it said.

The eight  non-NDA par-
ties, featuring among the 10
recognised parties  together got
a higher share of  opportunities
in proportion to their strength.
Besides BJP that got 1 percent
lesser share, JDU could avail
0.55 percent of total chances of

participation as against it's
strength of 2.51 percent in the
House, primarily due to none
of it's members getting any
Unstarred Questions listed dur-
ing the session.

Among the opposition  and
non-NDA parties, Congress,
TMC, AIADMK got propor-
tionally higher opportunities
while BJD, DMK, TRS and
CPM got their due share. Only
SP got a lesser share. 

During the session, 107
members participated in the
Question Hour, 100 took part
in the two debates on the
Motion of Thanks to the
President and the General
Budget, 76 Zero Hour and 33
Special Mentions were made,
24 participated in the lone dis-
cussion on  a Private Member's
Bill besides 1,120 Unstarred
Questions of 118 members
replied in writing. This makes
the zone of opportunities of
participation as 1,460. Equity of
participation was analysed
against this window  of total
opportunities of participation.
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Pakistan is mobilising its
assets including terror affil-

iate Lashkar-e-Tayyeba (LeT)
jehadis to Afghan-Pak border
in order to destabilise
Afghanistan following pro-
posed withdrawal of US troops.
Pakistan army is training the
Lashkar ultras to damage infra-
structure built by India in
Afghanistan besides hitting
security forces there and aid the
Taliban regain more areas
under its control in a post-
withdrawal scenario. 

Amid talks of withdrawal
of US forces, the Pakistan
Army-ISI complex has started
harbouring sinister designs to
topple the Afghan Government
and replace it with Taliban for
its long-term agenda in the
region, sources here said. 

Apprehending enhanced
atrocities on the people in the
Balochistan region, Baloch
groups have stepped up vio-
lence against the Pakistan army
and Lashkar men in the area.
In the wee hours on

Wednesday, the Baloch groups
killed 16 Pakistan armymen
and abducted about 50 soldiers.
This was the third such attack
by Balochs against Pak Army
this month. 

The spurt in ambushes by
the Baloch groups against Pak
army has come in the backdrop
of apprehensions that more
and camps of LeT will be set up
and lead to enhancement of
atrocities against the commu-
nity. 

Pakistan Army had been
conducting search and cor-
don operations against the

Baloch freedom fighters in
concert with the Lashkar
jehadis, Both Pakistan army
and the Lashkar are known to
loot ration from the Baloch
people due to lack of authen-
ticated logistics management
for the armed forces.  

The Pakistan Army-ISI
combine has begun training
sessions for the Lashkar men in
Sibbi and Bolan in Balochistan.
The LeT operatives are being
trained in sabotage and
ambush. The trained Lashkar
men will seek to hit infra-
structure projects backed and

funded by India.  
An estimated 500-1000

LeT men are being trained by
the Pakistan Army-ISI combine
in view of the latter's changed
priorities and preferences from
the tactical perspective in view
of the proposed withdrawal of
the US forces from
Afghanistan. 

LeT men being trained by
Pak army to aid Taliban in gain-
ing more control on the ground
post-withdrawal of US troops.
In a duplicitous move to hood-
wink the international com-
munity ahead of the FATF ple-
nary in Paris, the Pakistani
agencies have lodged LeT chief
Hafiz Sayeed in Lahore's Kot
Lakhpat jail  where a number of
Haqqani Network for elaborate
planning to carry out hits in
Afghanistan.  

Former Chief of Inter
Services Public Relations
(ISPR) Asif Ghafoor has been
made the chief of a Pak army
division to provide security to
the US forces when the 
withdrawal from Afghanistan
is worked out,  sources
said.  Pakistan army has been

known to enact abduction of
its personnel by its terror

affiliates and seek ransom
from the US for their so called
release from captivity, they
added.
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The Embassy of China in
India on Sunday urged that

New Delhi to review the epi-
demic situation in China in the
wake of coronavirus outbreak
and resume normal personnel
exchanges and trade between
both the nations. 

The remarks by Chinese
Embassy Spokesperson Ji Rong
came following claims by
Chinese charity organisations
and certain medical institutes
that New Delhi has restricted
export of medical products to
China following the coron-
avirus epidemic in that coun-
try.

Ji added that the World
Health Organisation has
repeatedly opposed any travel
and trade restrictions on China
following the coronavirus out-
break and that all parties
should follow the recommen-
dations by the global body. 

It added that recommen-

dations of WHO should be fol-
lowed by all parties. "It's hoped
that Indian side could review
the epidemic situation in an
objective, rational & calm man-
ner, handle with China's much-
needed items in a cooperative
and constructive way and
resume normal personnel
exchanges and trade between
us as soon as possible", the
Chinese embassy added.

Moreover, according to lat-
est updates by Chinese health
officials, the death toll in China
due to coronavirus outbreak
has reached 2,442 and 76,936
confirmed cases of novel coro-
navirus infection have been
reported in 31 provincial-level
regions. 

Among the 40,127 hospi-
talised patients, 8,583 were
still in severe condition and
another 1,845 in critical con-
dition.

There was no immediate
reaction from the government.
Last week, Chinese

Ambassador Sun Weidong
urged India to review restric-
tions on trade and movement
of people. Almost all Indian
airlines have stopped flights to
China while the government
has cancelled all e-visas as well
as normal visas issued to
Chinese citizens.

On Saturday, government
sources said that China was
"deliberately delaying" permis-
sion for an Indian Air Force
plane to coronavirus-hit
Wuhan to supply relief mate-
rials and bring back more
Indians from the city.  They
said though flights from Japan,
Ukraine and France were
allowed to operate from
Wuhan, India's request was
not heeded to so far.

India has already evacuat-
ed around 640 Indians from
Wuhan, the epicentre of the
coronavirus outbreak, in two
separate flights. According to
estimates, over 100 Indians are
still stuck in Wuhan.
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National Highways
Authority of India (NHAI)

on Sunday said it has collect-
ed �20 crore from 18 lakh
defaulters who entered the
FASTag lanes at electronic toll
plazas on National Highways
without the tag.

Rolling out the electronic
toll collection programme
across India in December, the
Ministry of Road Transport
and Highways had said that
double toll charge would be
collected from the vehicles
entering FASTag lanes without
the tag.

In order to give prime
importance to existing FASTag
users, dissuade defaulters and
further encourage adoption of

FASTags by national highways
commuters, vehicles without
FASTags entering the FASTag
lane are being charged double
the toll fee, NHAI said in a
statement.

"Till now, a total number of
18 lakh vehicles defaulted by
encroaching FASTag lanes
across India has resulted in a
double charge cash toll accu-
mulation of about �20 crore,"

it said.  RFID based FASTag, an
electronic toll collection system
implemented by the NHAI,
has proved to be instrumental
in easing the lives of com-
muters on national highways
within two months of its
nationwide implementation, it
said.  Over 1.55 crore FASTags
have been issued through mul-
tiple Point of Sale (PoS) loca-
tions.

NHAI has been observing
increased sale rate of FASTags
which is a clear indication of
this digital system being accept-
ed well, the statement said.  As
a result, FASTag transaction has
crossed a landmark count of 4
million per day, it added.

The statement said FASTag
resulted in smooth and hassle-
free movement of FASTag users

on highways. The implemen-
tation of FASTags across the
country has met with the
desired response so far, it said
adding the adoption of
FASTags also means that it has
brought in the much-needed
transparency in collection at
toll booths.

In order to further
increase digital collection of
user fee via FASTag at nation-
al highways fee plazas, NHAI
has recently waived off the
FASTag cost of Rs 100 for
NHAI FASTag from February
15, 2020 to February 29, 2020.

Any road users can visit
any authorised physical point-
of-sale locations with a valid
Registration Certificate (RC) of
the vehicle and get a NHAI
FASTag free of cost. 
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President Ram Nath Kovind
said that the role of the judi-

ciary is bound to be pivotal
amid dramatic transformations
in the coming days.

In his address at the
International Judicial
Conference being organised
by the Supreme Court on
Sunday, Kovind said that issues
like gender justice, contempo-
rary perspectives on protection
of constitutional values,
dynamic interpretations of the
Constitution in a changing
world, harmonisation of envi-
ronment protection vis-a-vis
sustainable development and
protection of the right to pri-
vacy in the Internet age are
issues that influence every
member of the global commu-
nity.

These five distinctly
defined topics cover the matrix
of challenges faced by the judi-

ciary across the world, he said.
The President praised the

Supreme Court for carrying out
"radical reforms" which, he
said, made justice more acces-
sible to common people. He
cited landmark judgements
passed by the apex court which
have strengthened the legal
and constitutional framework
of India.

"Its bench and bar are
known for their legal scholar-
ship and intellectual wisdom.
What it has achieved is noth-
ing less than a silent revolution
in diagnosing and correcting
the afflictions that adversely
affected the justice delivery
system," he said, as per a press
note.The President particular-
ly mentioned the role of
Supreme Court in making the
higher courts' judgments avail-
able in regional languages,
terming it "an extraordinary
achievement given the linguis-
tic diversity of India".
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Pakistan Government is
set observe February 27 as

National Surprise Day to
commemorate the capture
of Indian Air Force Wing
Commander Abhinandan
Varthaman who downed a
US-made F 16 fighter jet
with a Russian make MiG 21
aircraft last year following the
Indian air strike at a Jaish-e-
Mohammad suicide bomber
training facility in Balakot. 
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On the eve of US President
Donald Trump's India

visit, Prime Minister Narendra
Modi said on Sunday that
India looks forward to wel-
coming the US President, who
is to commence his "historic
programme" from Gujarat.

The US president will be
on a two-day visit to India and
together with Modi is to par-
ticipate in a roadshow in
Ahmedabad after landing
there.

"India looks forward to
welcoming @POTUS
@realDonaldTrump. It is an
honour that he will be with us
tomorrow, starting with the his-
toric programme in
Ahmedabad," Modi wrote on
Twitter.

He was responding to a

tweet by Gujarat Chief Minister
Vijay Rupani that said "entire
Gujarat speaks in one voice-
#NamasteTrump".

On Monday, President
Trump and Prime Minister
Modi will take part in a 22-km
roadshow from the
Ahmedabad international air-
port. Then they will proceed
for the 'Namaste Trump' event
at the newly built Sardar Patel
Stadium in the city's Motera
area, where over one lakh peo-
ple are expected to be present.

The US President will visit
Sabarmati Ashram in
Ahmedabad on Monday before
heading towards a cricket sta-
dium where he will address
over 1,00,000 people.

Sabarmati Ashram was a
key base of Mahatma Gandhi
during the freedom struggle.
He lived there between 1917
and 1930. The US president
will later fly down to Agra to
visit Taj Mahal and thereafter
fly to Delhi for the official
engagements where "major
trade deals" are expected to be
signed by the two sides.

On the morning of
February 25, the US president

and first lady Melania Trump
will be accorded a ceremonial
welcome at the forecourt of the
'Rashtrapati Bhavan'. From
there, they will go to Raj Ghat
to pay homage at the 'samad-
hi' of Mahatma Gandhi. It will
be followed by restricted and
delegation-level talks between
Trump and Modi at Hyderabad
House.  'Namaste Trump' will
be similar to the landmark
'Howdy, Modi!' event hosted by
the Indian-American commu-
nity in honour of Prime
Minister Modi during his visit
to Houston in September 2019,
said an official. Trump, accom-
panied by wife Melania, daugh-
ter Ivanka and son-in-law Jared
Kushner, will arrive in
Ahmedabad around noon on
Monday for a little less than 36-

hour-long trip to India.
Other members of the US

president's delegation include
Treasury Secretary Steven
Mnuchin, Commerce Secretary
Wilbur Ross, National Security
Adviser Robert O'Brien and
Energy Secretary Dan
Broulliette.

From Ahmedabad, the US
President is to fly to Agra
where huge billboards on
streets near the city airport and
public squares in the vicinity of
the Taj Mahal greeting him
have come up ahead of his visit.

Trump's convoy route from
the airport to the Taj Mahal is
about 13 km and along the way
thousands of artistes will wel-
come him with special perfor-
mances.

On the famous Mall Road,
which falls on the route, one
hoarding reads 'His Excellency
Donald J Trump, President of
the United States of America,
Heartiest Welcome to the Land
of Krishna'. It is accompanied
with an image of Trump stand-
ing next to Prime Minister
Narendra Modi. Trump is to
reach Agra in the Monday
evening. 
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Ahead of the US President's
two-day visit to India, for-

mer Union Minister and
Congress leader Anand
Sharma on Sunday maintained
that the high-profile interac-
tion is unlikely to achieve any
major breakthrough in the
bilateral agreements. 

Sharma, however, went on
to say that the visit was impor-
tant in relation to the fact that
the US was a major power, but
that is all, Sharma said.

"So far I do not have any
positive indication of any
major outcome. It will be a
continuation of defence and
security cooperation, and a
reaffirmation of our coopera-
tion in space and nuclear sci-
ences. It is ongoing and it will
not be a new thing," Sharma
told news agency PTI.

SM Krishna, who was

external affairs minister during
the UPA and is now in the BJP,
felt  though Trump's visit
comes in the US presidential
election year and a sizeable
Indian expatriate population
will vote, but "it should not be
looked at from the narrow
prism of US President's elec-
tion".

"It needs to be looked at a
larger perspective as to what is
happening in the region," he
told the news agency.

Krishna said China will be
closely monitoring the visit and
the nature of talks that take
place."It is a very important
visit. The US and India have a
very close and fruitful rela-
tionship especially after the
Nuclear Accord. We have
moved strategically close to
each other and it is important
for us to nourish and maintain
the relationship further," he
said.
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Coimbatore: A 90-year-old master tailor
from nearby Pollachi has a surprise gift for
US President Donald Trump during his two-
day visit to India — a white khadi shirt
stitched by him.

VS Vishwanathan hit upon the idea after
seeing Trump on television many times and
in photographs and has expressed confidence
that the US President would accept it and
appreciate his gesture, family members
said.

The shirt has been sent to the Prime
Minister’s Office in Delhi, marked to the US
Embassy, they said.

Vishwanathan had gifted such shirts to
various political leaders, including former
Tamil Nadu Chief Ministers, the late K
Kamaraj and CN Annadurai and also former
President R Venkataraman, his family 
said.

He once ran a tailoring shop but does not
do so now due to old age.]

At present, he trains budding tailors free
of cost, they said. PTI 

Darbhanga/Sasaram: Seven people,
including three of a family, were killed
and 15 others were injured in two road
accidents in Bihar's Darbhanga and
Rohtas districts on Sunday. 

In the first incident, three persons
were killed and three others were
injured when their car collided with a
road divider on NH 57 and overturned
near Kakarghati village in Darbhanga
district, Deputy Superintendent of
Police (DSP), Darbhanga, Anoj Kumar
said.

Of the six persons, five were of the
same family, while one was a family
friend.

Three of them died on the spot, the
official said, adding   the three injured
have been admitted to the Darbhanga
Medical College and Hospital. 

The deceased have been identified
as Raju Jha (45), his mother Rekha Devi
(75) and sister Madhu Kumari (22), the
DSP said.

Jha's wife, his three-year-old son
and a family friend were injured in the
incident.

The family was going to their
native village in Saharsa from
Muzaffarpur to celebrate the boy's
birthday, police said.

In another incident, four persons,

including a woman, were killed, while
a dozen other passengers were injured
when the bus carrying them collided
head-on with an  orange-laden truck
near Auwa village on NH 2.

The incident happened under the
jurisdiction of Shivsagar police station
in Rohtas district, police said.

“The deceased have been identified
as Vikram Pal (65), Reshma Khatoon
(55), Mukhtar Khan (42), Ajit Kumar
(38),” Satyendra Satyarthi, SHO,
Shivsagar police station said. 

Both the vehicles overturned after
the collision, he said, adding the private
bus was on its way to Sasaram from
Bhabhua, while the truck was moving
in the opposite direction. 

Sasaram civil surgeon Janardan
Sharma said four bodies have been
brought to Sadar hospital for post-
mortem.  PTI

Jammu:  Accusing the Jammu
& Kashmir administration of
failure to address the basic
issues of the people, National
Panthers Party (NPP) on
Sunday said the public were
fatigued with the ‘bureaucrat-
ic and proxy’ rule and called for
early restoration of democracy
in the Union Territory.

NPP chairman and former
minister Harsh Dev Singh said
elected representatives alone
could appreciate the concerns
of the public as against the “out-
side bureaucrats” who hardly
have any accountability to the
people.

“The general masses were
fatigued with the bureaucratic
rule. There is a need to end the
proxy rule (of BJP) and early
restoration of democracy in the

erstwhile State,” he said
addressing a public meeting in
Domana and Gho Manhasan
here.

He said the advisors to
Lieutenant Governor G C
Murmu and secretaries were
organising 'public hearing'
campaigns but these had “failed
to inspire the people in view of
their lack of productivity”.

“The cosmetic public hear-
ing exercise by the advisors and
secretaries and the sojourns of
central ministers had failed to
inspire the masses who missed
the much needed delivery on
the ground,” Singh said.

He appealed the Lt
Governor to put on the official
website of various departments,
the details of representations
received in various public inter-

action programmes, 
issues discussed therein and
action taken in pursuance
thereof so as to make the 'pub-
lic hearings' relevant and mean-
ingful.

Claiming that bureaucrat-
ic rule in the erstwhile state had
proved a “flop show”, Singh
claimed people were fast losing
faith in the present dispensa-

tion which had failed to address
even their basic concerns.

“With people across the
new UT protesting on a day-to-
day basis for uninterrupted
power and adequate water sup-
ply, restoration of roads and
other essential services, there
did not appear to be any tak-
ers for their shrill cries,” he 
said.

The NPP leader said the
public interaction campaigns of
advisors and secretaries had
also proved to be “exercises in
futility”, like the two successive
'Back to Village' programmes
earlier.

Decrying the withdrawal
of election notification for
vacant panchayat seats after
having announced the poll
dates, Singh said there were
several other instances to show
that the present regime was
moving in fits and starts
accompanied by reverses.

“People were repeatedly
assured of domicile law for J&K
in public meetings by helms-
men and BJP leaders only to be
told in the Parliament that the
Centre had no proposal in this
regard,” he said. PTI
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Jaisalmer: Three dalit youths were
assaulted after being accused of steal-
ing donkeys in Jaisalmer district, the
third such incident to come to light in
Rajsthan in recent days.

Five persons have been arrested and
three detained after a video of the inci-
dent surfaced, police said on Sunday. 

The incident occurred on February
15 in Rama village of Fatehgarh tehsil
of the district.

The youths were thrashed with
sticks and kicked by nearly a dozen peo-
ple for stealing donkeys. They were later
handed over to Sangarh police. 

“Five persons have been arrested
and three minors have been detained
so far. A case has been registered in the
matter under sections of SC/ST Act and
further investigation in the matter is
on,” Station House Officer (SHO) of
Sangarh police station Ugam Raj Soni
said. 

Similar incidents had come to
light in Nagaur and Barmer

A chilling video of a man being
beaten up brutally in Barmer alleged-
ly for committed a theft had gone viral
here, prompting the police to arrest a
man and detain another on Friday for
their alleged roles in the crime.

The video surfaced on Thursday
close on the heels of brutal assault on
two Dalit youths on similar allegation

of theft in Nagaur.
The Barmer incident occurred on

January 29.
Police have arrested at least seven

persons in connection with the Nagaur
case which occurred on February 16.

The Dalit men were beaten up,
stripped and tortured by staffers of a
motorcycle service agency in Karanu
village after accusing them of com-
mitting theft.

In the video, a group of men is seen
thrashing two persons with rubber
belts. They later dipped a piece of cloth
wrapped on a screwdriver in petrol and
inserted it in the private parts of one of
the victims.

The incidents have triggered a
political storm in Rajasthan with the
BJP attacking the ruling Congress. 

Union minister Arjun Ram
Meghwal has alleged that the Ashok
Gehlot-led Congress government is
unable to rein in crime in Rajasthan.
Meghwal, who is an MP from Bikaner,
had accused the police of manipulat-
ing the Nagaur case. PTI 

Ahmedabad: India's cultural
diversity  along with rich tradi-
tions of Gujarat will be on full
display during the roadshow of
US President Donald Trump
and Prime Minister Narendra
Modi in Ahmedabad and their
joint address at a cricket stadi-
um here on Monday.

Replicas of historic places in
Gujarat are also being placed at
strategic locations along the
roadshow route.

Dance groups and singers
from different parts of the coun-
try, including Gujarat, will stage
performances on the roadshow
route as well as the newly-built
cricket stadium in Motera area
of the city, officials said on
Sunday.

Performers from 28 States
have been allotted stages erect-
ed along the roadshow route,
where the two leaders will be
greeted by people on both sides
of the road.

There will also be a 'Garba'
performance, the traditional
Gujarati dance, on one of the

stages, they said.
The performances will pro-

vide a glimpse of the country's
cultural diversity, the officials
said.

Besides, folk and Bollywood
singers will also perform on a
stage set up at the Motera stadi-
um for the 'Namaste Trump'
event, where Trump and Modi
will address a gathering of over
one lakh people.

Bollywood singers Kailash
Kher and Parthiv Gohil, and
Gujarati folk singers like
Kirtidan Gadhvi, Gita Rabari,

Purushottam Upadhyay and
Sairam Dave will perform at the
stadium, officials of the Gujarat
Cricket Association
said.

Students of various
Government and private schools
have also been roped-in to per-
form at the cultural events. They
were asked to practice for the
event over a week in advance, an
official said.

Replicas of historic places
from Gujarat are being placed at
strategic locations along the
route of the roadshow. PTI
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Ahmedabad: A day before
US President  Donald
Trump's visit to Ahmedabad,
a makeshift VVIP entry gate
erected outside the newly-
built cricket stadium in
Motera area here collapsed
due to gusty winds on
Sunday morning, an official
said.

The entire incident was
recorded by a bystander and
aired on local television
channels.

The makeshift entry gate
was made of welded steel
rods and covered in flex
banners.

After sometime, a por-
tion of another makeshift
gate structure at the stadi-
um's main entrance also col-
lapsed due to the windy
weather, another official
said.

No one was injured in
both the incidents and work
was underway to put the
structures back in place, he

said.
“The (VVIP) entry gate

collapsed when fabrication
work was going on. It was
not a major incident. No one
was injured in the incident,”
said special commissioner of
police, Crime Branch, Ajay
Tomar said.

President Trump and
Prime Minister Narendra
Modi will participate in a
roadshow here on Monday
and later address the
'Namaste Trump' event at the
Sardar Patel Stadium in
Motera area where over one
lakh people are expected to
be present.

The stadium has already
received 'Building Use' per-
mission from the
Ahmedabad Municipal
Corporation, an official ear-
lier said.

It is the world's largest
stadium with a capacity to
accommodate 1.10 lakh
spectators. PTI
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Tamil Nadu Chief Minister
K  Palaniswami on Sunday

ordered �2 lakh as 
assistance to a class IX girl stu-
dent, a space enthusiast, for
successfully qualifying in an
online test to visit America's
space agency NASA and par-
ticipate in an international
conference.

The student V Abinaya
studying in Namakkal district
got through the exam held by
firms here and in America, the
Chief Minister, in a statement,
said adding the opportunity to
visit NASA and take part in a
global space science sympo-
sium is a “victory for her tal-
ent.”

Wishing her many more
successes in space 
science, Palaniswami lauded
her for the “achievement and to
encourage younger 
generation, I have ordered �2
lakh assistance from the Chief
Minister's Public Relief
Fund.” 
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Over 10,000 policemen from
different parts of Gujarat

have been deployed at strategic
locations  in Ahmedabad as
part of the elaborate security
arrangements for US  President
Donald Trump's visit here on
Monday, officials said.

The massive police deploy-
ment is in addition to officials
of the  United States Secret
Service, and India's elite
National Security  Guards
(NSG) and Special Protection
Group who would also be
guarding  the US president's
visit.

The Secret Service agents
along with other US security
personnel have already arrived
with their equipment and vehi-
cles in at least four cargo planes
during the last one
week.

Trump and Prime Minister
Narendra Modi will take part

in a 22-km roadshow from the
Ahmedabad international air-
port and then proceed for the
'Namaste Trump' event at the
newly— built Sardar Patel
Stadium in the city's Motera
area, where over one lakh peo-
ple are expected to be 
present.

Police will be using the
anti-drone technology to neu-
tralise any suspicious drone on
the route, officials said, adding
that an anti-sniper team of the
NSG will also be stationed
along the roadshow route,
starting from the airport till the
Motera stadium via Indira
bridge.

With the help of sophisti-
cated hand-held devices, the
entire route has been scanned
several times by the Bomb
Detection and Disposal Squad.

Police and other security
agencies have also conducted a
rehearsal on the entire road-
show route using over 100

vehicles, they said.
Along with police person-

nel, who will be led by 25 IPS
officers, teams of the Rapid
Action Force, State Reserve
Police, Chetak Commando and
Anti-Terrorist Squad are also
deployed at strategic 
locations.

Before the US president's
arrival, at least four C17
Globemaster cargo planes of
the US Air Force have landed
at the Ahmedabad interna-
tional airport with security
and communication equip-
ment, Trumps' official heli-
copter 'Marine One' and a
mammoth SUV-like 
vehicle.

The giant SUV, which
would be part of Trump's cav-
alcade during his 22-km long
roadshow on February 24, is
known as WHCA Roadrunner.
WHCA stands for White
House Communications
Agency.

Agra (UP): Walls are being adorned with paintings
reflecting the Brij culture and architectural heritage
of Agra, victorian-style lamp posts installed and the
lawns of the iconic Taj Mahal bedecked with colour-
ful blooms as the historic city gears up to welcome
US President Donald Trump.

Trump is slated to arrive in Agra on Monday
evening after attending the mega 'Namaste Trump'
event at the newly built Motera cricket stadium in
Ahmedabad.

The city administration is all geared up for the
big day and preparations are in full swing to pre-
sent the “best face of Agra”.

“We are fully prepared, and we wish to present
the best of Agra to the US President and his dele-
gation. At the Kheria airport, upon his arrival,
expected at about 4:30 pm, hundreds of artists will
welcome him with 'mayur nritya',” Agra's Divisional
Commissioner Anil Kumar told PTI.

Security has been stepped up in the city ahead
of Trump's visit, his first to India. His daughter
Ivanka, son-in-law Jared Kushner and a galaxy of
top US officials will be part of the high-level dele-
gation accompanying him during his visit to India
on February 24 and 25.

In Agra, the Trump family will spend about an
hour at the Taj Mahal before sunset. They will then
leave for Delhi. PTI
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US President Donald Trump will be wel-
comed by Uttar Pradesh Governor

Anandiben Patel and Chief Minister Yogi
Adityanath on his arrival at the airport in Agra
where hundreds of artistes will perform, a top
official said on Sunday.

The city has been decked up to welcome
the American president who will visit India on
February 24-25. He will visit the Taj Mahal in
the evening after arriving here on Monday from
Ahmedabad, before leaving for Delhi.

“The UP governor and chief minister will
welcome US President Trump at the Kheria air-
port. However, they will not accompany him
to the Taj Mahal. The governor and the chief
minister would also be at the airport to send
him off,” Agra District Magistrate (DM)
Prabhu N Singh told PTI.

Trump's convoy route from the airport to
the Taj Mahal is about 13 km, and along the
way thousands of artistes will welcome him
with special performances. “At the airport,
about 250 artistes will do special perfor-
mances reflecting the beauty and culture of
Uttar Pradesh.
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Jamui (Bihar): A top Maoist
carrying a total reward of �11
lakh on his head died in the
custody of Bihar police hours
after he was brought from
Jharkhand, a senior officer said
on Sunday.

Siddhu Koda, a 40-year-old
CPI (Maoist) zonal comman-
der, died at a hospital where he
was admitted late Saturday
night after he complained of
pain in chest and abdomen,
Deputy Inspector General of
Police Manu Maharaj said.

Koda, who hailed from
Chakai block of Jamui dis-
trict, was arrested Saturday
morning from a railway station
in Jharkhand's Dumka by an
STF team comprising police-
men from Patna and
Jamui.

He was wanted in about 70
serious cases including murder,
robbery, kidnapping and extor-
tion, Maharaj said.

After being brought here,
Koda was interrogated, the
DIG said. Based on the infor-
mation he provided, raids were

conducted in various parts of
naxal-affected Munger district
leading to the seizure of a
large number of arms and
ammunition, Maharaj said.

The Maoist, who carried a
reward of �1 lakh in Bihar and
�10 lakh in Jharkhand, com-
plained of severe pain in chest
and abdomen around 11 pm on
Saturday.

He was taken to Jamui
Sadar Hospital where he died.
Since he died in police custody,
the post-mortem examination
was conducted in presence of
a magistrate as per rules, the
DIG said.

Maharaj did not divulge
the details of the post-mortem
report.

He said Koda's family has
been informed of his death and
his body “may be disposed of
in accordance with law” by the
police if nobody comes forward
to claim his mortal remains.

Two automatic rifles — an
AK 47 and an INSAS — have
been seized from Koda at the
time of his arrest. PTI
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Mumbai: BJP leader Devendra
Fadnavis on Sunday alleged
that NCP chief Sharad Pawar
was trying to implicate
‘Hindutvawadis’ (Hindutva
supporters) in the Koregaon
Bhima violence case despite the
absence of any concrete evi-
dence.

Fadnavis made the allega-
tion while talking to reporters
a day before the Budget session
of the Maharashtra legislature
commences.

“During my tenure, the
state home department had
carried out a thorough probe
into the Koregaon Bhima vio-
lence case,” the former chief
minister, who also held the
home portfolio then, said.

“NCP chief Sharad Pawar’s
first reaction on the violence
was that Hindutvawadis were
behind it. But police did not
find any evidence to back up
his claims,” he said.

“The entire investigation
and its progress has not been
objected either by the Bombay
High Court or by the Supreme
Court. Still by setting up a sep-
arate SIT, Pawar wants to impli-
cate Hindutvawadis in the
Koregaon Bhima violence inci-
dent,” Fadnavis alleged.

According to Pune police,
the Elgar Parishad conclave
held in Pune on December 31,
2017, was supported by Maoists
and inflammatory speeches
made at the event led to caste
violence at Koregaon Bhima
war memorial in the district the
next day.

Right wing leaders Milind
Ekbote and Sambhaji Bhide are
accused in Koregaon Bhima
case.

The Pune Police have
arrested Left-leaning activists
Sudhir Dhawale, Rona Wilson,

Surendra Gadling, Mahesh
Raut, Shoma Sen, Arun
Ferreira, Vernon Gonsalves,
Sudha Bharadwaj and Varavara
Rao in the Elgar Parishad case
for their alleged Maoist links.

Pawar had earlier termed
the arrest of activists in the
Elgar Parishad case as “wrong”
and “vengeful”, and demanded
that a Special Investigation
Team (SIT) be set up to probe
the action taken by the Pune
police. Replying to a query
over it, Fadnavis said, “The
Maharashtra police have found
a strong evidence that urban
Naxal issue is not restricted to
Maharashtra alone. It has
spread in other parts of the
country as well. Hence hand-
ing over its probe to the NIA is
a welcome move of
Maharashtra Chief Minister
Uddhav Thackeray.” PTI

Mumbai: Senior BJP leader Devendra
Fadnavis on Sunday attacked NCP
chief Sharad Pawar over his demand
for creation of a trust for construction
of a mosque in Ayodhya on the lines
of a similar body for Ram temple.

Speaking to reporters here on the
eve of the Budget session of the
Maharashtra legislature, Fadnavis
asked why Pawar wanted to build a
mosque in the name of a invader like
Babar.

“Babar (the first emperor of
Mughal dynasty in Indian sub-conti-
nent) was an invader. Why on the
earth did NCP chief Sharad Pawar
want to erect a new mosque in the
name of Babar? If Muslims want a
place for prayer, they should have one
but why in the name of Babar?” asked
Fadnavis, the Leader of Opposition in
the Maharashtra Legislative Assembly.

Speaking in Lucknow on
February 20, Pawar demanded the
Central Government to form a trust
for building a mosque in Ayodhya
similar to the trust to oversee the con-
struction of Ram temple.

“I also wonder why Pawar
demanded a trust for a mosque when

he knows that a Waqf has to be
formed for the same,” Fadnavis said.

A five-judge bench of the
Supreme Court in November 2019
ruled unanimously in favor of Ram
temple in Ayodhya. The court had
said the whole disputed land spread
over 2.7-acre will be handed over to
a trust formed by the government,
which will examine the construction
of Ram temple at the place.

Prime Minister Narendra Modi
announced on February 5 the for-
mation of ‘Shri Ram Janambhoomi
Tirath Kshetra’ trust which would
oversee the construction of Ram
Temple. PTI

Malda (WB): WBPCC presi-
dent Somen Mitra on Sunday
said the Congress will have a
seat-sharing arrangement with
the Left Front for the West
Bengal civic polls but will not
form an alliance with it.

Going by the formula, the
Congress and the Left Front
constituents will field their
candidates from their respec-
tive strongholds, Mitra told
reporters here.

Reacting to Mitra’s
remarks, CPI(M) legislature
party leader Sujan Chakraborty
told PTI in Kolkata, “We have
always called for putting up a
joint fight to defeat both the
BJP and the Trinamool
Congress in West Bengal.”

Mentioning that the State
Election Commission (SEC)
should ensure that civic elec-
tions are held in a free and fair
manner, Mitra said, the
Congress is in favour of using
electronic voting machines and

not ballot papers for the civic
polls.

The grand old party has no
problems about the timing of
the polls, the WBPCC presi-
dent said.

However, the dates should
be fixed with due consideration
about the schedule of different
board exams, he said.

“We have conveyed our
stand to the SEC,” Mitra said.
The state secondary board
exam which started on
February 18 will end on
February 27. The higher sec-
ondary examination will be
held between March 12 to
March 27.

Restrictions are in place on
the use of loudspeakers due to
the examinations. The state
BJP had urged the state election
commissioner to be given
“ample time” to campaign for
the municipal polls as the state
board exams will continue till
the end of March. PTI
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The Maharashtra
Government on  Sunday

said that 81 out of 83 people
admitted in isolation wards for
suspected exposure to the novel
coronavirus have tested nega-
tive.

While 80 of them have
been discharged, three others
continue to be hospitalised.

The outbreak of the virus,
officially called Covid-19, was
first detected in Wuhan in
China in December and has
since affected thousands of
people across the globe.

“Out of the 83 persons, 81
have tested negative for the
coronavirus infection. Of these
80 have been discharged. 

Three persons are under
observation in Mumbai’s
Kasturba Hospital,” a state
health department official said
on Sunday.

People coming from noti-
fied nations including China,
Hong Kong, Thailand,
Singapore, Japan, Malaysia,
South Korea, Nepal, Indonesia
and Vietnam are being moni-
tored as part of the protocol in
place to tackle the outbreak, he
added. Since the outbreak of the
virus in China and its spread
across the globe through trav-
ellers, the Maharashtra gov-
ernment, acting on the guide-
lines issued by the Centre, has
been placing people in isolation
wards and screening those
arriving at the Mumbai 
international airport from
places affected by the outbreak.

Since January 18, a total of
48,295 passengers have been
screen at Mumbai airport.

Officials said a 14-day fol-
low-up of 207 of 291 people
who arrived in the state from
covid-19 affected areas had
been completed. 
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With the municipal elections
knocking at the door, the

Bengal Government has decided to
effect a fat hike to the pension of
retired school teachers.

The new pension rate will apply
to the teachers who have retired
before January 2016 and the order
will apply to the family pensioners
and teachers of Government-aided
schools who have already been get-
ting pension post December 
2015.

According to sources in the State
Education Department, the new
order will imply about 20 percent rise
in the pension of those who are in the
age group of 80-85 years. Those who
are above 85 years and less than 90
years will get a hike of 30 percent
sources said.

In any case the Government has
effected a minimum revised basic
pension at �8,500, sources quoting
notification said adding the new
order will be effective from April 1,
this year.

“Bengal Government is facing
great financial hardship … but still
Chief Minister Mamata Banerjee
has been pleased to allow a hike in
pension of retired school teachers,”
State Education Minister Partha
Chatterjee said adding “no other State
have shown such genuine concern for
the retired teachers the way we have
done, despite the limited financial
capacity.”

Incidentally, Chief Minister has
written to the Narendra Modi
Government to clear dues worth
�50,000 crore.

She wrote to the Centre about
how there has been a “steady reduc-
tion” in the central funds apart from
inordinate delays in the release of
such funds. “I write to you with deep
concern regarding steady reduction
of central funds to the state and also
inordinate delay in release of funds
to us from the Government of India,”
Banerjee wrote reminding how the
Centre was yet to release a grant of
Rs 50,000 crore to the State.

This “extraordinary situation” is
creating major difficulties in meeting

obligations for the welfare of the state,
she said.

Reminding that the delay in
release of central funds which were
due to the State was creating hardship
in implementing the schemes that
were essential for a welfare the letter
said, “you will, no doubt, appreciate
that both the central and the State
Governments are expected to fulfill
the constitutional obligations and the
commitments to the people, so that
respective Governments run smooth-
ly … However West Bengal is being
deprived of the huge outstanding
dues.”

Bengal BJP president Dilip
Ghosh on Sunday reacted to the State
Government’s repeated grudge
against non-payment of its dues by
the Centre saying that “the Chief
Minister will only write letters and
not visit Delhi personally as she will
have to provide the accounts of the
amount received and spent over the
years He termed Banerjee’s letter to
the Centre a “political ploy to befool
people” ahead of civic polls in the
Sstate.
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A16-year study conduct-
ed by the researchers of

Indian Institute of
Technology, Kharagpur,
have made a frightening
revelation that rampant
deforestation and construc-
tion have made Kolkata an
extremely heated zone —the
“hottest island” of the coun-
try.

The study says that rapid
urbanisation and deforestation have
made the City of Joy the “hottest of all
the urban heated islands.” While an
extended spell of winter has still kept
the Kolkatans away from the “burning
reality” a sweltering and harsh summer
is awaiting the people of the city
which till a couple of decades ago
would not see the summer temperature
climb beyond 36-37 degrees.

Unregulated urbanisation has let
Kolkata’s temperature climb more than
2 degrees in the past three decades,
experts say. A study conducted by IIT-
k researchers between 2001 and 2017
have revealed that while day and night
temperature of the urban centres
including Kolkata has gone up remark-

ably the difference between day and
night temperatures has decreased
implying a rise in mean temperature,
experts said. 

This is a trend in 44 big cities of the
country including Delhi, Mumbai,
Chennai, Bengaluru, Pune, Guwahati
etc the study has said. While average
temperature of the other cities have
risen by about 2 degrees in the past 30
years that of Kolkata has gone up even
more than that the study conducted by
IIT’s Centre for Oceans Reverse,
Atmosphere and Land Science said.

The problem is going to rise and
multiply the experts have cautioned, if
necessary measures are not taken with
immediate effect.

Mumbai: Hours after the BJP criticised
The Maharashtra Vikas Aghadi (MVA)
dispensation over the law and order sit-
uation, Chief Minister Uddhav
Thackeray hit back at the party saying
that those targeting his Government
should first see what is happening
under their watch.

He asked why no “terrorist”
(assailant) involved in the attack on
students at the Jawaharlal Nehru
University (JNU) last month has been
arrested so far by the BJP-ruled Centre.

Thackeray was talking to reporters
on the eve of the Budget session of the
Maharashtra legislature.

Earlier in the day, the State BJP crit-
icised his government over the recent inci-
dents of crime against women.

When asked about the BJP’s allega-
tions, Thackeray said, “Every crime
against women is condemnable and not
a single such incident should occur
again.”

“While targeting us, the BJP should
also see what is happening in the States
ruled by it. Especially in the centrally-
ruled New Delhi, where terrorists stormed

the JNU and beat the students,” he said.
“I am going to call those assailants as

terrorists. Despite so many days, not a sin-
gle assailant has been arrested so far,” he
said.

“Those targeting us on unjustified
grounds should first see what is happen-
ing under their watch and then comment
about us,” Thackeray added.Thirty-four
people, including students and faculty,
were injured on January 5 when a masked
mob entered the JNU campus and
attacked them with rods and sledgeham-
mers. PTI
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As the Budget session of the
Maharashtra Legislature

gets underway on Monday, the
Maha Vikas Aghadi (MVA)
Government will put its best
foot forward on the first day by
releasing the first list of farm
loan waiver beneficiaries, even
as  the Opposition BJP will go
all out to drive a wedge
between the ruling Shiv Sena
and its alliance partners —
NCP and Congress — over the
contentious issues like the
CAA, NPR and Veer
Savarkar.

Addressing a news confer-
ence after the Opposition BJP
boycotted the customary tea
hosted by him on the eve of the
Legislature session, Chief
Minister Uddhav Thackeray
said that as part of the first list
of farm loan waiver, the State
Government will write off
loans up to �2 lakh each taken
by farmers across the State.

“Tomorrow, we will
announce the first list of list of
farm loan waiver beneficiaries

with dues up to �2 lakh each.
Unlike the previous BJP-led
Government (of which my
party was a part) which had
made farm loan waiver without
home work and did not execute
its announcement, we have
planned the loan waiver
scheme well. We will complete
the execution of the entire
loan waiver process within
three months,” Uddhav said.

Dismissing the criticism
of his Government by the
Opposition BJP on various
counts, Uddhav said: “I do not
think it is necessary for me to
respond to the issues raised by
the Opposition.  Just because it
criticises the Government does
not make it a good opposition.
At a time when the government
is doing good work, it is
improper on the Opposition’s
part to say that the
Government is not doing any-
thing.”

Charging that the
Opposition BJP could not
stomach the fact the ruling
MVA was providing a stable
government in the state,

Uddhav said: “Our is not a gov-
ernment that is counting 
days. 

The BJP is unable to stom-
ach the fact that ours is a sta-
ble government. We have not
just made promises, but we are
implementing out promises.
The people in the state think
that it is their Government”.

“We are implementing a
people-friendly initiate like
Shiv Bhojan Yojana ( �10 a
meal scheme). Still the
Opposition is criticising us.
Here is  a party (BJP) that did
not did anything good for the
people when it was in power.
We are getting good response
for the  Shiv Bhojan Yojana. We
are planning to enlarge the
scope ofthis scheme in the
coming days,” the Chief
Minister said.

Among other things,
Uddhav said that the state
government was planning to
come out with a legislation
along the lines of the the

Andhra Pradesh Criminal Law
Amendment Act 2019 – better
known as the Andhra Pradesh
Disha law, which stipulates
death sentences to convicts in
rape cases within 21 days. “We
have set a five-member official
committee to study the Andhra
Pradesh law and come out
with a  report on  the proposed
legislation that we intend out to
introduce in the State
Legislature,” he said.

Informed sources in the
Opposition BJP said that its
leaders would go out all the way
to corner the Shiv Sena-NCP-
Congress front Government
over contentious like
Citizenship Amendment Act
(CAA), National Population
Register (NPR) and Veer
Savarkar.

Talking to media persons
after boycotting the session-eve
hosted by the Chief Minister,
leader of the Opposition in the
Assembly and senior BJP leader
Devendra Fadnavis — in an

apparent effort to exploit the
differences among the ruling
MVA partners on contentious
issues – dared Uddhav to move
a resolution on the floor of the
State Legislature to hail the con-
tributions of Veer Savarkar on
the occasion of the latter’s
death anniversary on February
26”.

Slamming the Uddhav
Thackeray dispensation for not
being able to come grips with
the challenges facing his gov-
ernment, Fadnavis said: “Three
months have passed but the
MVA Government is still in a
state of confusion. It has not
implemented the promises it
made in the run-up to the
Assembly elections. Though it
announced it would waive the
loans of farmers. But, it has not
begun implementation of farm
loan waiver scheme”.

“The Government has lost
its control over the increasing
atrocities against women. The
Government is not sensitive at
all when it comes to women
issues. The government is try-
ing to erode the morale of the

police force in the State...This
Government has stayed the
implementation of various
decisions taken by our gov-
ernment like the water grid and
our flagship schemes like Gram
Sadak yojana and Jal Yukt
Shivara. The Shiv Sena  is not
ready to speak on the insults
being heaped by the NCP and
Congress on the descendents of
Maratha warrior Chhatrapati
Shivaji,” Fadnavis said.  

On its part, the ruling
MVA is preparing to dig up
alleged irregularities in sever-
al schemes, including Fadnavis’
pet project “Jal Yukt Shivara”,
implemented by the previous
BJP-led saffron alliance gov-
ernment. During the course of
the budget session, the state
government is expected to
either order inquiries or come
out with details of corruption
in the earlier Government.

Available indications are
anything to go by, both the
Houses of the State Legislature
are  expected to witness a lot of
fireworks during the budget
session.
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Patna: Schools in Bihar would
soon have ‘POCSO cells’ to
hear complaints of sexual mis-
conduct and exploitation, a
Government official said here
on Sunday. Bihar Education
Project Council, an organiza-
tion dedicated to achieving
Universal Elementary
Education (UEE) in the State,
had last week issued direction
to all district education officers
to set up POCSO cells in
schools, with students among
others as its members, she 
said.

“We have given directions
to the district education offi-
cers (DEOs) to set up POCSO
cells in all schools of the state,
starting March 1...

“There will be a commit-
tee headed by the headmaster
in each school, which will
look into the complaints and
take necessary action, accord-

ing to the provisions of
POCSO Act,” Kiran Kumari,
special project officer, Bihar
Education Project Council
(BEPC), told PTI.

The Protection of
Children from Sexual Offences
(POCSO) Act, 2012 aims to
punish those engaging in sex-
ual crimes against children,
while safeguarding their inter-
ests at every stage of the judi-
cial process.

In the first phase, the units
would be established in sec-
ondary schools, she said,
adding that the model would
be later replicated in primary
and middle schools.

Each committee will have
the school principal or head-
master, a senior school teacher,
a panchayati raj representative,
a girl student, a boy student
and a clerk as its members,
Kumar explained.

“A student can either
directly submit a written com-
plaint of sexual exploitation or
misconduct to the committee
or leave it in the complaint
box, with or without men-
tioning his or identity. The
complaint box will be opened
once every week.

“If the committee deems
fit, the complaint will be for-
warded to the nearest police
station. It will be the panel’s job
to find out the identity of the
complainant at the time of
lodging of an FIR. As per
POCSO rules, confidentiality
of the complainant will be
maintained,” she said

Noting that the “cells
would work at two levels”, the
BEPC state programme officer
said awareness would be gen-
erated about sexual harass-
ment in schools, as part of the
initiative. PTI ������������5	
	�)#	'	���	�����������.�'���"����'	
�	���#���	�������.�'����	��	����5�
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Bhubaneswar (PTI): Odisha
Chief Minister Naveen
Patnaik on Sunday filed nom-
ination papers seeking his re-
election as the BJD president
— the post he had been hold-
ing since the regional outfit
was formed on December 26,
1997.

Accompanied by senior
leaders, MPs and MLAs,
Patnaik arrived at the state
headquarters of the Biju Janata
Dal, a party he founded and
named after former CM and
his father Biju Patnaik, and
submitted papers before
returning officer PK Deb for
the February 26 elections,
party sources said. 

This is for the eighth con-
secutive time Patnaik filed

his papers for the BJD’s top
post. He is the lone leader to
have filed nomination for the
post, they said. 

Organizational elections
are held in the BJD every
three years, in accordance
with the party’s  by-law. 
Other party functionaries  also
filed  nominations for the
BJD’s state executive commit-
tee on Sunday, a source said,
adding that the results would
be declared on the day of
polls. 

BJD MP and party
spokesperson Sasmit Patra
said, “There were 10 pro-
posers required for Patnaik’s
nomination. His name will be
formally declared as the BJD
president on February 26.”



Walls” and the US President
Donald Trump seem to
have some sticky fixation
that goes beyond the con-
tentious Mexico-US border

“wall”, the cost of building which would be
about $25 billion. The recent case is the much
humbler 400-metre-long and seven-feet
high wall in Ahmedabad. Trump’s visit to this
city has led to an estimated drain of �100
crore. The said amount will be spent on
resurfacing and constructing new roads, on
security imperatives, for transport and
refreshments of over 1,00,000 guests in the
“world’s largest stadium”, transplanting trees,
flower arrangements, cultural extravaganza
as also the “contentious” wall-column that
seems to have caught public attention for its
ostensible purpose.

Clearly, this wall-column hides a slum
cluster of some 800 families that dot the
unavoidable road stretch — from the airport
to the main venue. It does have some secu-
rity angle, given the heavy population den-
sity along the road, which typically neces-
sitates a smooth passage for the presidential
entourage. But it is essentially a “beautifica-
tion” move that is neither unique to India
nor necessarily unwarranted in the context
of sprucing any location in preparation of
such events. It is certainly a sad reflection of
the reality that besets any urban dwelling.
However, the efforts towards putting forth
a “picture-perfect” view is par for course in
any civic engagement. 

The Government cannot be faulted for
projecting a certain ambience and opera-
tional flawlessness, especially as the event is
aimed to enhance “magnificence” of an
emerging India (with the inauguration of the
“world”s largest stadium). Putting the best
foot forward in terms of visuals is the norm,
not the exception. But it certainly is tanta-
mount to glossing over some reality that
always lurks in the midst of any city, be it
Ahmedabad, New Delhi or even
Washington, DC. State visits are necessari-
ly and deliberately over-sanitised and
bedecked from all aspects of the diverse real-
ity that always exists in proximity. The majes-
tic drive from the Rashtrapati Bhawan to the
splendorous Janpath, all the way up to the
India Gate, or even to other parts of Lutyens
Delhi, does not reflect the socio-economic
diversity, reality and depravity of some other
parts of the capital that is spared the caval-
cade of such dignitaries.

The recent phenomenon initiated by the
Modi Government of showcasing different
cities across the country (beyond Delhi) is
novel as it willy-nilly facilitates a modicum
of development therein. Many cities have
benefitted from the spotlight — be it
Varanasi during Japanese Prime Minister
Shinzo Abe’s visit or Chennai, which host-
ed Chinese Premier Xi Jinping. Ahmedabad,
which had previously hosted Xi and is again
prepping for the next high-profile foreign
visit, may be benefitting disproportionate-

ly from such visits along with the
Prime Minister’s political con-
stituency of Varanasi. But again,
as the son-of-soil of Gujarat and
the “people’s representative” of
Varanasi, he thought he is enti-
tled to that bias. 

Similar “walls” had come up
at various places in Beijing dur-
ing the 2008 Olympics. China
had strategically used this occa-
sion to announce its “arrival” on
the global scale. At that time, the
Chinese had spent over $130
million to just restore and paint
their building-temple complex-
es that dotted the five-mile axis
on the main Olympic zone.
Much later, Rio de Janeiro had
to face much criticism for its
“walls of shame” that sprung up
to divide the shiny new Olympic
city in 2016 from the typical Rio
de Janeiro shanties that populat-
ed the city. A five mile long high-
way from the airport was cov-
ered with a 10 feet “wall” that
was painted with welcoming
murals. Everyone knew that it
covered the inequities that beset
the Brazilian reality. 

Later, activists derided such
moves as Potemkin displays
and used the facade afforded by
such “walls” to post expressions
of cynicism and revolt against
the Government.  But then, the
alternative of leaving the reality
in its naked sores is, perhaps,
equally untenable and unhelp-
ful, considering the larger stakes

and ambitions involved in host-
ing such events. 

The Commonwealth
Games (CWG) in Delhi in 2010
had led to thick bamboo “cur-
tains” being planted around
squalid clusters. Beyond the
political blame-game, the event
selectively and successfully high-
lighted New Delhi’s gleaming
new airport, swanky metro,
wide roads with streetlights —
an important infrastructural
change that did alter the face and
perception of the city.

In India, outside Delhi, the
architectural development and
approach of the city centre from
the airport is such that it would
entail many improvisations,
sprucing up and even the
inevitable “walls” from an aes-
thetic, practical and security
perspective. A lot of public
emotions is unnecessarily raked
with debates on such “walls”,
which could be more meaning-
fully directed at the more sub-
stantive part of the visit ie, the
agreements, compromises and
exchanges that take place, which
have a long-term impact in
affecting people’s lives. 

While there can never be a
universally-agreed formula to
determine how much is “too
much” on such “walls,” common
sense suggests that an element of
beautification and related
requirements does require a
semblance of “cover-up.” On

the contrary, the public eye on
the ball should remain focussed
of the inked papers, determi-
nants and agreements (with
Trump, even disagreements)
that fructify or don’t, pursuant
to this visit. Puerile debate and
passion on “walls” have a ten-
dency to hijack the larger nar-
rative at stake. 

It is, perhaps, more perti-
nent to criticise the waste-of-
moment captured in the famous
tea ceremony on the swings on
the banks of Sabarmati in
Ahmedabad when Prime
Minister Narendra Modi host-
ed Xi, when at that very
moment, the People Liberation
Army (PLA) was involved in a
face-off with the Indian armed
forces at the border. Charm
offensives have limited “utility”
and the classical Atithi Devo
Bhava (Guest is God) has very
limited resonance with hard-
nosed businessmen like Trump
or Xi. 

Hindi Chini Bhai Bhai (India
and China are brothers) of the
1950s is a lesson not to be for-
gotten as is the memory of the
US Naval fleet sailing into the
Bay of Bengal in the 1971 Indo-
Pak war. The minor “walls” in
2020, though not very elegant,
ought not to be the substantive
concern of the day.

(The writer, a military veter-
an, is a former Lt Governor of
Andaman & Nicobar Islands)
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Sir — It is untenable that China has
raised objections to Union Home
Minister Amit Shah’s visit to
Arunachal Pradesh, claiming that
it is in violation of its territorial sov-
ereignty and sabotaged mutual
trust with India. New Delhi has
done well to stand its ground,
pointing out that Arunachal
Pradesh is an “integral and inalien-
able” part of India and Indian
leaders routinely travel to the State
as they do to any other State.

It has become a habit for
Beijing to make unwarranted nois-
es when anyone visits the eastern-
most part of the country. It did so
even when the Prime Minister was
there to lay the foundation stone
for a tunnel under the critical Sela
mountain pass. But why does it
keep raising objections to it? Being
a totalitarian regime, it never
allows “personal freedom” to flour-
ish. But unlike China, India is a
democratic country and individ-
ual freedom, culture, religions and
so on are always protected here.
This is why India has always taken
recourse to “polite diplomacy” to
make its point.

The Chinese outburst is
linked to its frustration. One of

the major concerns for China is
the ongoing infrastructural pro-
jects undertaken by our country
over there. Beijing maintains that
until a settlement on the border
issue is achieved, no one can visit

Arunachal. But do we have to pay
heed to it? We are a sovereign
republic and none can tell us
where Indians can travel.

TK Nandanan
Chennai
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Sir — This refers to the editori-
al, “Message of Shaheen Bagh”
(February 19). The protest at

Shaheen Bagh is the longest
against the Citizenship
Amendment Act (CAA). The
Supreme Court has done well to
appoint mediators to open the
road blockade. The Government,
too, has made it clear that it is
ready to negotiate. But it is dis-
heartening that it took the initia-
tive to end the logjam only after
a long wait, when the court inter-
vened. Further, the Government’s
sole interest is to get the road
vacated. Shaheen Bagh became a
major challenge for it with its
peaceful and civil character. What
about finding a solution to the
concerns raised by the women?

Niharika
Via email
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Sir — Indeed, protests are meant
to serve a wake-up call for
democracy. But it is important for
Shaheen Bagh protesters to con-
sider the disruption they have
caused. They must abide by the
Supreme Court’s orders.

Ashok
Via email
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As US President Donald Trump visits
Ahmedabad-Agra-Delhi today, the spec-
trum of expectations remains variegated.

Although the agenda of the bilateral meet
seems holistic, with a 12-member delegation
accompanying Trump during his two-day visit
to India, apprehensions remain regarding the
deliverables coming out of the trip. 

Besides, there have been quite a few changes
in Trump’s itinerary and agenda, signalling last-
minute negotiations, disagreements and possi-
bly discontent on either side, on the key issues
of trade. The US has adopted a hard negotiat-
ing position vis-a-vis India and has signalled its
unwillingness to retract from that stance. Among
other things, the US has been reluctant to rein-
state India’s Generalised System of Preferences
(GSP) status and has continued to seek market
access for its dairy products. 

New Delhi has held out till now, but it is
going to be difficult to predict the course of nego-
tiations in the coming future. If nothing concrete
comes out of bilateral trade talks in the few
months following Trump’s visit to the country,
he could further harden negotiating grounds for
the US, as was the case with China.

Even though many have held that the cen-
trepiece of this visit, a substantive/mini-trade deal
between the US and India, may have collapsed,
the political signalling of Trump’s visit is strong
for both the countries. For India, it means a con-
tinuation of the growth in strength of Indo-US
ties with each successive President. 

The short, 36-hour stay of Trump is being
utilised in the most effective way, in so far as sig-
nalling is concerned. The Ahmedabad “Namaste
Trump” event, Agra’s Taj Mahal stopover and the
critically-decisive talks between Prime Minister
Narendra Modi and Trump along with the visit
to the Raj Ghat, tie concrete deliverables with cul-
tural symbolism. 

For the US, as the domestic primaries are
heating up, running up to the presidential elec-
tions at the end of the year, the timing and the
targetted constituency of the Indian-Americans
as vote bank, could draw significant advantages
for the Republican Party and the Trump admin-
istration.

Trump’s tweet that, “We’re not treated very
well by India”, but that he happens to “like Prime
Minister Modi a lot” underscores the comfort-
able-uncomfortability of this visit. Both leaders
realise the value of each other’s partnership in
times when China is not the same option for part-
nership for either country as they are for each
other. 

Trump’s declaration that he is “saving the big
deal” with India for later and he “does not know”
if it will be done before the presidential election
in November, signals two things: First, that the
ongoing negotiations on trade are a hard bargain
for either side and that neither party is willing
to give concessions or cede positions. Second,
both sides have desisted from earmarking a dead-
line for the finalisation of these negotiations,
which speaks of the complex nature of the con-
sultations involved.

In the end, the lack of availability of an
immediate trade deal to sign for Trump may not
be a pressing irritant. India’s trade surplus with
the US has significantly come down in the last

few years owing to energy imports from
it, which is the sixth-largest source of
crude oil imports for the country cur-
rently. Besides, the US continues to be
India’s largest trading partner, with
bilateral trade expected to cross $150
billion for the first time this year.

In the absence of any mega trade
deals, both sides will tether the projec-
tion of successful US-India bilateral
relations to defence deals, security
cooperation and a commonly-visu-
alised regional order in the Indo-
Pacific. As such, defence deals are like-
ly to be the highlight of the visit. In par-
ticular, the $2.6 billion deal to buy 24
Seahawk helicopters from American
defence manufacturer Lockheed Martin
Corporation is going to capture head-
lines. 

The Cabinet Committee on
Security headed by Modi recently
cleared the purchase of the 24 heli-
copters and the deal is going to bene-
fit India as these platforms are expect-
ed to boost the Navy’s anti-submarine
warfare operations — an emerging area
of maritime cooperation with the US
and a critical component of the Indo-
Pacific security resolve. At the level of
the regional order in Asia, two issues
will be very critical during this visit. The
Trump administration could nudge
New Delhi to play a larger and stronger
regional role in the Indo-Pacific region. 

First, the role that New Delhi
would play in the Indo-Pacific region
is of utmost importance to Washington.
For a long time, the US and other part-
ners of the Quadrilateral security
grouping view India as a “dithering”
member. The US views itself as having
taken quite a few steps in the Indo-
Pacific that haven’t been well recipro-

cated through actions by India. Among
them, the renaming of the Indo-Pacific
Command to pragmatically engage
India directly in all matters relating to
the Indo-Pacific. Washington views
New Delhi as a key player in the US’
strategy in the Indo-Pacific. 

The Raisina Dialogue held in
January in New Delhi witnessed an
important development regarding the
Indo-US joint vision in the Indo-
Pacific. The US moved to correct a
potential disconnection in the Indo-US
common view by declaring that its own
vision in the Indo-Pacific now includes
the Gulf region, which the US’ Indo-
Pacific Strategy Report excluded initial-
ly. This small but significant change
builds a common platform to advance
cooperation in the Indo-Pacific region
for both the countries. However, even
as both countries try to find common
ground in the Indo-Pacific to work
with, New Delhi should try to empha-
sise certain uncompromising positions
of geopolitics in this vast region. India’s
own relation with Iran has to be
worked up, despite pressures from
Washington and significant cuts in oil
imports from Tehran.

India should deftly employ strate-
gic hedging to work with both Iran and
the US. While New Delhi knows that
for a middle power like it, balancing
between two major players — the US
and China — is going to be much eas-
ier than balancing between a major
force and a regionally-strong yet sub-
middle power like Iran. The real chal-
lenge of diplomacy for India lies in its
ability to navigate successfully without
creating hostilities, especially in times
when partisan geopolitics has threat-
ened to become a diplomatic norm,

beckoning the polarisation that char-
acterised half a century before the cur-
rent one.

In the continental dimensions of
the Indo-Pacific, Afghanistan is going
to be a critically-important factor given
the timing of domestic politics in that
country, China’s increasing role in
Kabul and the US withdrawal lined up.
Trump is a known pusher for India’s
greater role in Afghanistan and this visit
could see a diplomatic nudge to New
Delhi to change its role in Afghanistan,
if not increase it. President Ghani’s
return to power in Afghanistan, the US’
deal with Taliban to be signed on
February 29 and its subsequent with-
drawal could be used as diplomatic
tropes for India to increase its securi-
ty role in Afghanistan. 

India should be wary that it does
not cede ground in dealings with the
hard negotiators accompanying Trump
and end up doing what doesn’t suit its
national interests — an Iran yet again.
Even if nothing much comes out of the
upcoming Trump visit, India should
prepare for uncompromising negotia-
tions. sYet, the visit has the potential to
catapult bilateral ties to a new level and
set new grounds for engagements in the
future. If Modi has initiated the culture
of “informal talks” with China, with the
US it is the “grand events” that mark a
distinct note in bilateral relations. As
such, the Ahmedabad event in the
cricket stadium further pushes the
idea of a large gathering to welcome vis-
iting Heads of State towards a concrete
diplomatic norm. 

(The writer is Deputy Director,
Kalinga Institute of Indo-Pacific Studies,
Bhubaneswar and Research Fellow,
ICWA, New Delhi)
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In 1992, while working as a reporter
for an English-language weekly in
Karachi, I was assigned a feature on

certain books that were part of the cur-
riculum in schools operating in two
low-income areas of the city.

These were not Government
schools. They were largely run and
funded by “charity organisations”, two
of which were eventually banned by the
Government in 2003. I managed to
acquire two Urdu textbooks that were
being taught to students between the
ages of eight and 12. In simple Urdu,
the books had chapters on jihad, infi-
dels, obscenity and so on. When I asked
an active member of one of the chari-
ty organisations about the books, he
told me the tomes were not originally
published in Pakistan. To my astonish-
ment, the books were actually reprints

of textbooks that were first authored
and printed in the US in the early and
mid-1980s. They were then shipped to
Pakistan, where they were distributed
to various schools and madrasas coun-
trywide and to madrasas and schools
in the villages of Afghanistan near the
Pak-Afghan border. This was done dur-
ing the anti-Soviet insurgency in
Afghanistan between 1980 and 1988.
Afghan and Arab insurgents were sta-
tioned in Pakistan and sustained by
financial aid and support from the US
and Saudi Arabia.

In the March 23, 2002 issue of The
Washington Post, Joe Stephens and
David Ottaway write that, during the
insurgency, Ronald Reagan’s
Government spent millions on the
printing of textbooks (in Pashto, Dari
and Urdu) “filled with violent images
and militant teachings, as part of
covert attempts to spur resistance to the
Soviet occupation.” These books were
sent to Pakistan with the billions of dol-
lars’ worth of “aid” that Pakistan
received from the US to facilitate the
insurgency.

Stephens and Ottaway add that the
books “were filled with talk of holy war
and featured drawings of guns, bullets,
soldiers and mines.” After the Soviet

forces left the region, in the late 1980s,
these books became part of the Afghan
school system’s core curriculum.
Stephen and Ottaway write that the
same books were also used by the vio-
lent Taliban regime that came to power
in Kabul in 1996.

In 2002, just months after the US
forces ousted the Taliban from power,
an American foreign aid official stated
that a major “scrubbing operation” in
Pakistan and Afghanistan had been
launched “to purge from the books all
references to killing.” This was briefly
covered by a 2002 issue of Daily News,
the now defunct Pakistani English
newspaper. The reporter had added
that, before “scrubbing” the books that
it had circulated, the US was the first
non-Muslim power to have propagat-
ed “holy war” among Muslims to
undermine a “common enemy”. This is
not correct.

The first to do so was Germany. On
October 14, 1914, a senior cleric in
Istanbul — which at the time was the
capital of the Ottoman Empire —
declared a “holy war” against Britain,
France, Russia and Serbia. He did this
with the approval of the Ottoman
Sultan and on the behest of Germany.

The bankrupt empire had decided

to become an ally of Germany during
World War-I. The Sultan accepted a
hefty payment from Germany to bol-
ster the ailing Ottoman economy. He
also saw the alliance as an opportuni-
ty for the empire to regain the regions
that it had lost in the 19th century and
onwards.

In the April 2011 issue of the jour-
nal War in History, historian Mustafa
Aksakal writes that, to anti-German
forces, the Ottoman jihad proclamation
was understood as “a linchpin of the
German scheme to revolutionise
Muslim populations in territories of
Germany’s enemies.”

According to Aksakal, the German
lawyer, historian and archeologist Max
von Oppenheim was one of the main
architects of the “scheme.” A propagan-
da organisation, the Nachrichtenstelle
für den Orient (The Intelligence Bureau
for the East), headquartered in Berlin,
produced and then circulated jihadist
literature among the Muslims of Asian
and African territories held by the
British. The two most prominent texts
in this context were a booklet by
Jewish scholar and founder of Modern
Islamic Studies in Germany, Eugen
Mittwoch and a 1915 brochure by the
Muslim scholar Salih Ash-Sharif Al-

Tunisi. According to Samuel Krug, in
his essay for the research project
Making War, Mapping Europe, the
booklet contextualised jihad according
to contemporary politics, whereas
Tunisi’s brochure explained it as a bind-
ing theological concept. Both texts were
published in Berlin by the German
Society of Islamic Studies.

The fallouts of the two schemes,
one by Germany and the other by the
US, were completely different. Due to
the fact that Germany and the
Ottomans badly lost the war, secular
Muslim nationalism and hybrid Leftist
ideas completely sidelined the jihadist
fervour roused by German propagan-
da. German and Ottoman defeats
strengthened secular nationalist narra-
tives in Muslim countries and discard-
ed theocratic ideas.

On the other hand, as British
author Jonathan Steele demonstrates in
his 2011 book, Ghosts of Afghanistan,
even though it was the collapsing
Soviet economy that forced Soviet
forces to leave Afghanistan and then the
stopping of aid to the Government that
it left behind in Kabul, the US and
Pakistan spun the Soviet departure to
mean a “victory of faith against com-
munism.” It was this perception that saw

militant propaganda devised by the US
to linger in the region. No wonder then,
when the US forces invaded Kabul to
topple the Taliban regime in 2001, they
found madrasas still using textbooks
that the US had circulated in the
1980s. What’s more, according to a
December 2014 report in The
Washington Post, despite the fact that,
ever since 2002 ,Unicef in Afghanistan
destroyed almost half a million of these
books, many were still being taught to
children in areas under the control of
Taliban insurgents.

In 2015, Pakistani soldiers found
similar textbooks in seminaries and
schools in areas that were once domi-
nated by extremist groups. These
groups were ousted through a military
operation. In other words, until 2015,
textbooks authored and published in
the US in the 1980s to glorify “holy war”
in the minds of young Muslims were
still being used in various seminaries
and schools of the region.

Some commentators suspect many
of these tomes are still out there. And
they are expected to make a full come-
back if (and/or when) the Taliban man-
age to return to power after the immi-
nent departure of US forces.

(Courtesy Dawn)
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Scheme NAV 1Yr %
SBI Tax Advantage Fund-III-Reg(G)30.41 40.99
SBI Tax advantage Fund-II(G) 43.91 37.90
SBI LT Advantage Fund-IV-Reg(G) 15.39 34.38
Sundaram Services Fund-Reg(G) 13.67 33.81
BNP Paribas India Consumption 13.95 33.67
Fund-Reg(G)
Invesco India PSU Equity Fund(G) 20.39 33.18
Sundaram Multi Cap Fund-Sr 11.99 31.50
II-Reg(G)
Sundaram Multi Cap Fund-Sr 12.02 31.27
I-Reg(G)
DSP Equity Fund-Reg(G) 46.00 30.85
Invesco India Smallcap Fund-Reg(G)12.29 30.47
Sundaram Fin Serv Opp Fund(G) 48.12 30.30
Sundaram Select Small Cap 11.17 29.93
Series-VI-Reg(G)
Sundaram Select Small Cap 11.45 29.78
Series-V-Reg(G)
Tata Banking & Financial Services 21.49 28.94
Fund-Reg(G)
Invesco India Infrastructure 19.33 28.52
Fund(G)
Motilal Oswal Midcap 29.03 28.52
30 Fund-Reg(G)
ICICI Pru Smallcap Fund(G) 27.73 28.44
SBI Banking & Financial Services 20.71 28.32
Fund-Reg(G)
Kotak World Gold Fund(G) 11.16 28.20
Franklin India Feeder - Franklin 38.34 28.14
U.S. Opportunities Fund(G)
Axis Focused 25 Fund-Reg(G) 32.29 27.93
Sundaram Select Small Cap 16.30 27.93
Series-III-Reg(G)
Sundaram Select Small Cap 16.31 27.74
Series-IV-Reg(G)
Axis Long Term Equity 51.84 27.28
Fund-Reg(G)
SBI Focused Equity Fund-Reg(G) 162.49 27.27
Baroda Banking & Fin Serv 26.16 26.56
Fund(G)
Invesco India Financial Services 64.22 26.44
Fund(G)
DSP Healthcare Fund-Reg(G) 12.41 26.08
Axis Emerging Opp Fund-1-Reg(G) 14.17 25.96
Axis Midcap Fund-Reg(G) 42.76 25.62
PGIM India Global Equity 22.66 25.54
Opp Fund(G)
Canara Rob Consumer Trends 45.71 25.51
Fund-Reg(G)
L&T Emerging Opp Fund-II-Reg(D)11.00 25.19
UTI Focussed Equity Fund-I(G) 15.27 25.13
Kotak Emerging Equity Fund(G) 43.60 25.09
UTI Focussed Equity Fund-IV(G) 11.01 24.99
Motilal Oswal Focused 25 24.78 24.98
Fund-Reg(G)
Kotak Small Cap Fund(G) 80.24 24.97
Axis Bluechip Fund-Reg(G) 33.43 24.97
DSP Midcap Fund-Reg(G) 61.74 24.58
SBI LT Advantage Fund-VI-Reg(G) 11.76 24.56
Aditya Birla SL India GenNext 94.77 24.52
Fund(G)
Axis Emerging Opp Fund-2-Reg(G) 13.56 24.40
Edelweiss Small Cap Fund-Reg(G) 12.37 24.36
Canara Rob Bluechip Equity 28.46 24.28
Fund-Reg(G)
Motilal Oswal Long Term Equity 19.52 24.27
Fund-Reg(G)
BNP Paribas Mid Cap Fund(G) 35.74 24.25
PGIM India Midcap Opp 20.40 24.24
Fund-Reg(G)
JM Multicap Fund(G) 35.91 24.06
Axis Multicap Fund-Reg(G) 13.29 23.86
DSP World Gold Fund-Reg(G) 15.25 23.83
BNP Paribas Large Cap Fund(G) 100.35 23.77
DSP Focus Fund-Reg(G) 25.83 23.71
Invesco India Midcap Fund(G) 55.27 23.51
Nippon India US Equity Opp 18.66 23.44
Fund(G)
BNP Paribas Long Term Equity 43.18 23.37
Fund(G)
Mirae Asset Emerging 59.58 23.37
Bluechip-Reg(G)
Axis Growth Opp Fund-Reg(G) 12.58 23.33
Canara Rob Equity Tax Saver 73.89 23.29
Fund-Reg(G)
UTI Focussed Equity Fund-V(G) 10.66 23.21
JM Tax Gain Fund(G) 19.18 23.20
UTI Focussed Equity Fund-VI(G) 11.17 23.11
Nippon India Growth Fund(G) 1242.92 23.03
Principal Focused Multicap 72.04 22.70
Fund(G)
Kotak Equity Opp Fund(G) 134.02 22.70
BNP Paribas Multi Cap Fund(G) 51.71 22.50
Tata Mid Cap Growth Fund(G) 153.54 22.11
ICICI Pru LT Wealth 11.94 22.09
Enhancement Fund(G)
L&T Emerging Opp Fund-I-Reg(D) 10.39 22.00
Canara Rob Emerg Equities 105.34 21.96
Fund-Reg(G)
SBI Small Cap Fund-Reg(G) 57.60 21.96
Aditya Birla SL Equity Advantage 449.29 21.90
Fund(G)
SBI LT Advantage Fund-V-Reg(G) 11.22 21.86
DSP Top 100 Equity Fund-Reg(G) 229.05 21.84
UTI Equity Fund-Reg(G) 161.45 21.84
ICICI Pru Banking & Fin Serv 69.49 21.83
Fund(G)
L&T Business Cycle Fund-Reg(G) 16.50 21.78
Kotak Tax Saver Fund(G) 48.94 21.78
BNP Paribas Focused 25 Equity 10.61 21.61
Fund-Reg(G)
Edelweiss Mid Cap Fund-Reg(G) 29.39 21.45
Canara Rob Equity Diver 151.22 21.44

Fund-Reg(G)
ICICI Pru US Bluechip Equity 33.33 21.42
Fund(G)
Principal Emerging Bluechip 115.06 21.29
Fund(G)
DSP Tax Saver Fund-Reg(G) 52.63 21.26
PGIM India Diversified Equity 14.56 21.03
Fund-Reg(G)
Axis Capital Builder Fund-4-Reg(G)12.04 21.01
Tata Large & Mid Cap Fund(G) 222.75 20.98
IDFC Focused Equity Fund-Reg(G) 40.79 20.93
Aditya Birla SL Banking & 31.05 20.82
Financial Services Fund-Reg(G)
Kotak India Growth Fund-Sr 5(G) 10.64 20.64
Sundaram Large and Mid Cap 38.15 20.63
Fund(G)
Sundaram Select Focus(G) 198.23 20.51
Tata India Pharma & Healthcare 10.14 20.43
Fund-Reg(G)
Mirae Asset Healthcare Fund-Reg(G)12.11 20.35
Invesco India Tax Plan(G) 56.78 20.30
SBI Infrastructure Fund-Reg(G) 16.15 20.28
L&T Focused Equity Fund-Reg(G) 11.89 20.28
Invesco India Multicap Fund(G) 52.54 20.26
DSP Equity Opportunities 241.00 20.02
Fund-Reg(G)
IDFC Equity Opportunity-6-Reg(G)11.28 19.62

Edelweiss Large & Mid Cap 34.59 19.59
Fund-Reg(G)
Axis Capital Builder Fund-1-Reg(G)11.32 19.54
SBI Large & Midcap Fund-Reg(G) 242.92 19.50
DSP A.C.E. Fund-Sr 2-Reg(G) 10.90 19.48
IDBI India Top 100 Equity Fund(G) 26.30 19.33
DSP A.C.E. Fund-Sr 1-Reg(G) 10.96 19.31
DSP 3Y Close Ended Equity 16.45 19.27
Fund-Reg(G)
Mirae Asset Tax Saver Fund-Reg(G) 19.28 19.20
JM Value Fund(G) 34.92 19.18
Invesco India Growth Opp Fund(G)37.61 19.17
SBI Magnum Comma Fund-Reg(G) 38.24 18.97
UTI Infrastructure Fund-Reg(G) 55.47 18.91
ICICI Pru Bharat Consumption 11.07 18.90
Fund-4-(G)
Sundaram Emerging Small 11.79 18.88
Cap-Sr-VII-Reg(G)
Kotak Standard Multicap Fund(G) 38.26 18.87
UTI India Consumer Fund-Reg(G) 28.32 18.76
Aditya Birla SL Equity Fund(G) 791.92 18.75
L&T India Large Cap Fund-Reg(G) 29.51 18.72
SBI Magnum Equity ESG 114.94 18.62
Fund-Reg(G)
Aditya Birla SL Global Emerging 14.72 18.52
Opp Fund(G)
SBI Equity Opp Fund-Sr I-Reg(G) 17.35 18.48
DSP Small Cap Fund-Reg(G) 58.16 18.47
IDFC Multi Cap Fund-Reg(G) 101.11 18.47
SBI LT Advantage Fund-III-Reg(G) 14.42 18.45
Kotak Bluechip Fund(G) 254.96 18.40
IDBI Banking & Financial Services 11.33 18.39
Fund-Reg(G)
SBI Healthcare Opp Fund-Reg(G) 133.13 18.30
L&T Large and Midcap Fund-Reg(G)50.75 18.16
Sundaram Mid Cap Fund(G) 499.45 18.14
UTI Value Opp Fund-Reg(G) 66.83 18.11
Nippon India Vision Fund(G) 555.70 18.02
UTI LT Equity Fund (Tax 95.53 18.01
Saving)-Reg(G)
Aditya Birla SL Focused Equity 64.24 18.00
Fund(G)
Invesco India Contra Fund(G) 51.82 17.99
Mirae Asset Great Consumer 38.10 17.97
Fund-Reg(G)
Sundaram Rural and Consumption 45.17 17.96
Fund(G)
Tata Resources & Energy 15.18 17.94
Fund-Reg(G)
SBI Magnum Multicap 52.38 17.93
Fund-Reg(G)
SBI LT Advantage Fund-II-Reg(G) 14.85 17.89
Sundaram Emerging Small 11.63 17.87
Cap-Sr-VI-Reg(G)
Sundaram Emerging Small 10.21 17.82
Cap-Sr-IV-Reg(G)
ICICI Pru Bharat Consumption 11.66 17.78
Fund-5-(G)
Nippon India Consumption 71.87 17.65
Fund(G)
Tata India Tax Savings Fund-Reg(G)19.55 17.62
Sundaram Emerging Small 9.79 17.59
Cap-Sr-III-Reg(G)
IDFC Equity Opportunity-5-Reg(G)10.63 17.46
Parag Parikh Long Term Equity 28.13 17.45
Fund-Reg(G)
UTI Mid Cap Fund-Reg(G) 107.77 17.21
Edelweiss Long Term Equity 50.36 17.20
Fund (Tax Savings)-Reg(G)

Aditya Birla SL Resurgent India 12.77 16.94
Fund-2-Reg(G)
IDBI Equity Advantage 28.52 16.89
Fund-Reg(G)
Edelweiss Large Cap Fund(G) 38.62 16.82
SBI Equity Opp Fund-Sr IV-Reg(G) 16.52 16.75
SBI BlueChip Fund-Reg(G) 41.59 16.69
L&T Midcap Fund-Reg(G) 142.57 16.66
Nippon India Small Cap Fund(G) 41.97 16.62
Sundaram Emerging Small 8.96 16.61
Cap-Sr-II-Reg(G)
SBI LT Advantage Fund-I-Reg(G) 14.18 16.60
Aditya Birla SL Intl. Equity 24.50 16.58
Fund-A(G)
ICICI Pru Value Fund-18(G) 12.33 16.54
DSP US Flexible Equity Fund-Reg(G)28.81 16.43
Canara Rob Infrastructure 46.89 16.35
Fund-Reg(G)
HDFC Sensex ETF 4334.06 16.34
Aditya Birla SL Sensex ETF 384.91 16.31
Tata Value Fund-Sr-2-Reg(G) 10.26 16.25
Franklin Asian Equity Fund(G) 24.96 16.22
Tata Value Fund-Sr-1-Reg(G) 10.59 16.19
Baroda Multi Cap Fund(G) 104.72 16.12
IDBI Diversified Equity Fund(G) 22.68 16.07
Kotak US Equity Fund(G) 19.17 16.05
IDFC Sensex ETF 424.86 16.03
Invesco India Largecap Fund(G) 31.07 16.02
Nippon India Banking Fund(G) 286.75 15.97
Baroda Mid-cap Fund(G) 9.61 15.92
PGIM India Large Cap Fund(G) 179.32 15.91
Kotak Infra & Eco Reform Fund(G) 20.52 15.91
IDFC Large Cap Fund-Reg(G) 35.13 15.90
HDFC Index Fund-Sensex(G) 365.86 15.81
DSP India T.I.G.E.R Fund-Reg(G) 91.58 15.81
Sundaram Emerging Small 8.67 15.76
Cap-Sr-I-Reg(G)
Baroda Large Cap Fund(G) 15.59 15.74
IDFC Core Equity Fund-Reg(G) 47.82 15.73
HDFC Mid-Cap Opportunities 57.43 15.72
Fund(G)
UTI Mastershare-Reg(G) 131.81 15.65
ICICI Pru Growth Fund-1(DP) 11.83 15.64
Mirae Asset Large Cap 54.35 15.63
Fund-Reg(G)
Tata Large Cap Fund(G) 232.83 15.63
Tata Index Fund-Sensex Plan(G) 101.49 15.58
Motilal Oswal Multicap 27.71 15.57
35 Fund-Reg(G)
ICICI Pru Sensex Index Fund(G) 12.79 15.55
Nippon India ETF Nifty Midcap 15067.39 15.50
Kotak India EQ Contra Fund(G) 56.56 15.47
SBI Magnum Midcap Fund-Reg(G) 77.28 15.47
Nippon India Value Fund(G) 76.81 15.32
Edelweiss ETF - Nifty Bank 3152.30 15.30
Sundaram LT Tax Adv 15.67 15.24
Fund-Sr II-Reg(G)
SBI PSU Fund-Reg(G) 10.34 15.11
Nippon India Index Fund - 20.22 15.02
Sensex Plan(G)
Edelweiss Multi-Cap Fund-Reg(G) 15.57 14.99
JM Core 11 Fund(G) 9.74 14.95
L&T Tax Advt Fund-Reg(G) 56.57 14.94
Tata Infrastructure Fund-Reg(G) 55.91 14.83
Nippon India Capital Builder 10.40 14.72
Fund-IV-A(G)
SBI Magnum Global Fund-Reg(G) 183.61 14.69
Tata Small Cap Fund-Reg(G) 11.04 14.66
Franklin India Focused Equity 42.16 14.66
Fund(G)
Sundaram Small Cap Fund(G) 83.15 14.62
Nippon India India Opp 11.01 14.55
Fund-Sr-A(G)
Sundaram Value Fund-III-Reg(G) 17.72 14.54
Sundaram Infra Advantage Fund(G)32.97 14.53
Sundaram Emerging Small 10.28 14.40
Cap-Sr-V-Reg(G)
Tata Ethical Fund-Reg(G) 169.50 14.35
Principal Multi Cap Growth Fund(G)149.6814.34
Nippon India Focused Equity 48.45 14.32
Fund(G)
ICICI Pru LT Equity Fund 391.90 14.14
(Tax Saving)(G)
Edelweiss Tax Advantage 42.24 14.10
Fund-Reg(G)
ICICI Pru Growth Fund-2(DP) 12.74 14.06
Mirae Asset Nifty 50 ETF 122.53 14.00
Tata Nifty ETF 122.41 13.96
Kotak Global Emerging Mkt Fund(G)17.34 13.86
HDFC Nifty 50 ETF 1268.49 13.84
Axis Nifty ETF 1246.22 13.83
IDBI Dividend Yield Fund-Reg(G) 11.45 13.82
Sundaram Diversified Equity(G) 105.14 13.76
L&T India Value Fund-Reg(G) 37.25 13.72
UTI Nifty Index Fund-Reg(G) 79.32 13.67
ICICI Pru Value Fund-14(G) 11.15 13.66
Kotak India Growth Fund-Sr 7(G) 11.15 13.65
Edelweiss Eur Dynamic Equity 12.17 13.64
Off-shr Fund-Reg(G)
IDFC Nifty ETF 124.93 13.55
ICICI Pru S&P BSE 500 ETF 161.05 13.55
UTI Banking and Financial 100.49 13.51
Services Fund-Reg(G)
HDFC Index Fund-NIFTY 110.32 13.38
50 Plan(G)
ICICI Pru Large & Mid Cap 334.74 13.32
Fund(G)
UTI-Nifty Next 50 ETF 295.32 13.28
IDFC Nifty Fund-Reg(G) 25.06 13.27
ICICI Pru Nifty Index Fund(G) 117.09 13.25
ICICI Pru Bluechip Fund(G) 44.23 13.24
IDBI Midcap Fund(G) 11.38 13.23
ICICI Pru Value Fund-8(D) 11.09 13.16
Aditya Birla SL Digital India Fund(G)59.49 13.12

Franklin India Equity 80.90 9.39
Advantage Fund(G)
ICICI Pru Value Fund-13(D) 10.60 9.39
ICICI Pru Bharat Consumption 10.79 9.32
Fund-3-(G)
Franklin India Opportunities 73.92 9.15
Fund(G)
Aditya Birla SL Mfg. Equity 13.28 9.12
Fund-Reg(G)
HDFC Equity Fund(G) 661.37 9.02
Canara Rob Small Cap Fund-Reg(G)10.91 8.99
Sundaram LT Tax Adv 9.78 8.99
Fund-Sr IV-Reg(G)
HDFC Focused 30 Fund(G) 75.97 8.72
Franklin India Bluechip Fund(G) 473.12 8.70
Nippon India Tax Saver (ELSS) 54.29 8.64
Fund(G)
Sundaram Select Micro 13.09 8.51
Cap-Series IX-Reg(G)
Kotak India Growth Fund-Sr 4(G) 9.58 8.44
Sundaram Select Micro Cap-Series 13.16 8.40
VIII-Reg(G)
IDBI Long Term Value Fund-Reg(G)10.73 8.38
Principal Nifty 100 Equal Weight 71.81 8.36
Fund(G)
Edelweiss ETF - Nifty 100 289.77 8.33
Quality 30
Tata Digital India Fund-Reg(G) 16.13 8.20
DSP World Agriculture Fund-Reg(G)17.62 8.14
UTI Dividend Yield Fund-Reg(G) 66.83 7.98
UTI LT Adv Fund-IV(G) 10.39 7.91
Franklin India Equity Fund(G) 597.79 7.79
UTI LT Adv Fund-V(G) 9.54 7.67
IDFC Sterling Value Fund-Reg(G) 49.64 7.66
UTI Core Equity Fund-Reg(G) 61.79 7.66
HDFC Top 100 Fund(G) 486.04 7.63
Sundaram Smart NIFTY 100 Eq 11.81 7.54
Weight Fund-Reg(G)
Nippon India Capital Builder 7.80 7.51
Fund-IV-B(G)
ICICI Pru Nifty Low Vol 30 ETF 91.72 7.49
ICICI Pru NV20 ETF 57.83 7.39
SBI-ETF Sensex Next 50 325.80 7.12
UTI LT Adv Fund-VII(G) 8.90 6.81
Sundaram Select Micro Cap-Series 8.58 6.59
XIV-Reg(G)
IDFC Infrastructure Fund-Reg(G) 14.04 6.44
Templeton India Equity Income 46.68 6.42
Fund(G)
Sundaram Select Micro 12.72 6.36
Cap-Series X-Reg(G)
IDFC Equity Opportunity-4-Reg(G) 7.47 6.26
Aditya Birla SL Resurgent India 9.92 6.21
Fund-4-Reg(G)
ICICI Pru India Opp Fund(G) 10.27 6.20
HDFC TaxSaver(G) 508.13 6.16
ICICI Pru Manufacture in India 10.23 6.12
Fund(G)
JM Large Cap Fund(G) 68.13 5.80
Sundaram Value Fund-VIII-Reg(G) 10.92 5.61
Sundaram Select Micro Cap-Series 9.32 5.37
XII-Reg(G)
Sundaram Select Micro Cap-Series 9.68 5.34
XI-Reg(G)
SBI Contra Fund-Reg(G) 105.05 5.22
HDFC Equity Opp Fund-Sr 10.26 5.00
2-1126D-May 2017(1)-Reg(G)
Aditya Birla SL Small Cap Fund(G) 32.06 4.95
UTI LT Adv Fund-VI(G) 8.50 4.93
Sundaram Select Micro Cap-Series 8.29 4.89
XV-Reg(G)
Sundaram Value Fund-VII-Reg(G) 8.51 4.88
ICICI Pru Value Discovery Fund(G)140.86 4.81
HDFC Capital Builder Value Fund(G)286.124.80
Sundaram Select Micro Cap-Series 7.79 4.52
XVI-Reg(G)
ICICI Pru Focused Equity Fund(G) 28.94 4.51
DSP Equal Nifty 50 Fund-Reg(G) 9.75 4.35
Franklin India Smaller Cos Fund(G)51.11 4.30
Sundaram LT Micro Cap Tax Adv 8.17 4.29
Fund-Sr V-Reg(G)
Aditya Birla SL Resurgent India 7.96 4.05
Fund-7-Reg(G)
Sundaram LT Micro Cap Tax Adv 8.31 3.98
Fund-Sr IV-Reg(G)
Invesco India Feeder - Invesco 11.13 3.95
Pan European Equity Fund-Reg(G)
DSP World Mining Fund-Reg(G) 8.87 3.92
ICICI Pru Bharat Consumption 9.78 3.60
Fund-2-(G)
DSP Natural Res & New Energy 30.21 3.60
Fund-Reg(G)
Sundaram LT Micro Cap Tax 7.59 3.44
Adv Fund-Sr VI-Reg(G)
Sundaram Select Micro Cap-Series 7.31 3.32
XVII-Reg(G)
L&T Emerging Businesses 23.31 3.21
Fund-Reg(G)
Sundaram LT Micro Cap Tax 9.72 2.93
Adv Fund-Sr III-Reg(G)
ICICI Pru Technology Fund(G) 62.00 2.80
Templeton India Value Fund(G) 238.83 1.55
ICICI Pru Dividend Yield Equity Fund(G) 15.40
1.45
Sundaram Value Fund-X-Reg(G) 8.80 1.40
Sundaram Value Fund-IX-Reg(G) 8.85 1.31
Aditya Birla SL CEF-Global 23.39 1.09
Agri-Reg(G)
DSP World Energy Fund-Reg(G) 13.37 0.11
Aditya Birla SL Pure Value Fund(G) 46.30 -0.07
HDFC Small Cap Fund-Reg(G) 39.76 -0.15
UTI Transportation & Logistics 89.91 -1.52
Fund-Reg(G)
HDFC Infrastructure Fund(G) 14.48 -1.60

Tata Index Fund-Nifty Plan(G) 73.15 13.10
Franklin India Prima Fund(G) 997.24 13.09
UTI MEPUS 113.81 13.08
UTI Healthcare Fund-Reg(G) 91.68 13.08
Sundaram LT Tax Adv Fund-Sr 14.31 13.05
I-Reg(G)
SBI Nifty Index Fund-Reg(G) 103.80 12.89
Principal Dividend Yield Fund(G) 55.84 12.88
Aditya Birla SL Nifty Next 50 ETF 289.23 12.84
IDBI Focused 30 Equity Fund-Reg(G)10.39 12.81
Franklin India Technology Fund(G)180.20 12.77
HDFC Growth Opp Fund-Reg(G) 116.57 12.73
Aditya Birla SL Index Fund-Reg(G) 118.46 12.70
IDBI Nifty Index Fund(G) 22.27 12.70
Nippon India Index Fund - 20.20 12.69
Nifty Plan(G)
IDFC Tax Advt(ELSS) Fund-Reg(G)56.89 12.63
Nippon India Power & Infra Fund(G)97.25 12.59
Tata India Consumer Fund-Reg(G) 18.58 12.58
Nippon India Pharma Fund(G) 165.19 12.50
Aditya Birla SL MNC Fund-Reg(G) 812.57 12.49
Franklin India Index Fund-NSE 95.48 12.47
Nifty(G)
DSP Global Allocation Fund-Reg(G)13.80 12.42
Aditya Birla SL Resurgent India 12.23 12.41
Fund-3-Reg(G)
Baroda ELSS 96(G) 46.22 12.32
UTI Nifty Next 50 Index Fund-Reg(G)10.2312.30
SBI Technology Opp Fund-Reg(G) 71.74 12.27
ICICI Pru Nifty Next 50 ETF 28.97 12.24
L&T Equity Fund-Reg(G) 84.95 12.23
Aditya Birla SL Tax Relief '96(ELSS 33.09 12.21
U/S 80C of IT ACT)(G)
Aditya Birla SL Tax Relief '96(G) 33.09 12.21
Aditya Birla SL Frontline Equity 232.96 12.19
Fund(G)
Aditya Birla SL Intl. Equity 19.45 12.15
Fund-B(G)
PGIM India Large Cap 13.08 12.02
Fund-2-Reg(G)
IDBI Small Cap Fund(G) 9.55 11.96
Aditya Birla SL Resurgent India 9.79 11.89
Fund-5-Reg(G)
Principal Global Opportunities 32.33 11.70
Fund(G)
ICICI Pru Nifty Next 50 Index 25.40 11.69
Fund(G)
Nippon India Capital Builder 7.93 11.61
Fund-IV-D(G)
Edelweiss Emerging Markets 14.02 11.60
Opp Eq. Offshore Fund-Reg(G)
Nippon India Multi Cap Fund(G) 100.08 11.59
IDBI Nifty Junior Index Fund(G) 21.61 11.54
PGIM India Euro Equity Fund(G) 14.89 11.45
Sundaram TOP 100-Sr VII-Reg(G) 12.71 11.43
ICICI Pru Global Stable Equity 17.08 11.42
Fund(FOF)(G)
Aditya Birla SL Midcap Fund(G) 288.93 11.39
SBI Consumption Opp Fund-Reg(G)122.68 11.36
Invesco India Feeder - Invesco 14.14 11.35

Global Equity Income Fund(G)
Aditya Birla SL Dividend Yield 164.90 11.27
Fund(G)
Sundaram TOP 100-Sr VI-Reg(G) 12.92 11.26
ICICI Pru Midcap Fund(G) 96.98 11.23
Nippon India Large Cap Fund(G) 35.53 11.18
ICICI Pru Multicap Fund(G) 297.92 11.03
Tata Equity P/E Fund(G) 137.88 11.01
ICICI Pru FMCG Fund(G) 252.97 10.93
PGIM India LT Equity Fund-Reg(G)14.67 10.88
ICICI Pru Value Fund-16(G) 11.23 10.86
Nippon India Quant Fund(G) 26.89 10.64
Principal Tax Savings Fund 210.89 10.47
Sundaram Global Brand Fund(G) 18.58 10.46
L&T Infrastructure Fund-Reg(G) 15.76 10.44
Aditya Birla SL Global Real Estate 21.77 10.39
Fund(G)
ICICI Pru Bharat Consumption 10.74 10.38
Fund-1-(G)
ICICI Pru Exports & Services 58.34 10.22
Fund(G)
SBI Long Term Equity 146.35 10.14
Fund-Reg(G)
Franklin India Taxshield(G) 579.44 10.11
Franklin Build India Fund(G) 41.06 10.07
Principal Personal Tax saver Fund 197.20 10.04
ICICI Pru Infrastructure Fund(G) 49.24 9.96
Sundaram LT Tax Adv 8.43 9.96
Fund-Sr III-Reg(G)
Aditya Birla SL Infrastructure 30.65 9.82
Fund(G)
ICICI Pru Value Fund-17(G) 10.82 9.74
Nippon India Capital 7.65 9.67
Builder Fund-IV-C(G)
Nippon India Japan Equity Fund(G)13.90 9.66
ICICI Pru Growth Fund-3(DP) 10.90 9.66
ICICI Pru Value Fund-15(G) 10.74 9.48
UTI MNC Fund-Reg(G) 205.47 9.43
UTI LT Adv Fund-III(G) 13.83 9.43
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Senior officials of the telecom
department and other key

ministries met on Sunday to
discuss urgent relief measures
that can be extended to the tele-
com industry, which is battling
an unprecedented crisis on
account of massive statutory
dues it owes the government.

The meeting, held at the
Department of Telecom, lasted
for over an hour and is said to
have deliberated on options
before the Government to pro-
vide much-needed lifeline to

the AGR-hit industry.
Telecom czar and

Chairman of Bharti Airtel Sunil
Mittal had last week made an
appeal to the government for
cut in levies and taxes to pull
the sector out of what he had
described as an “unprecedent-
ed crisis”.

Telecom department offi-
cials remained tightlipped after
high-level government meeting
on Sunday, where officials from
NITI Aayog and Finance
Ministry are said to have been
present. DoT Secretary Anshu
Prakash remained unavailable

for comments. The crucial
meeting comes at a time when
the telecom companies are
staring at �1.47 lakh crore in
unpaid dues — �92,642 crore
in unpaid licence fee and
another �55,054 crore in out-
standing spectrum usage
charges.

Of the estimated dues that
include interest and penalty for
late payments, Airtel and
Vodafone Idea owe about 60
per cent.

While Airtel has raised $3
billion in last few months and
is expected to have sufficient

funds to tide over the AGR cri-
sis, Vodafone Idea — that has
only paid just seven per cent of
its total �53,000 crore statuto-
ry dues — remains deeply vul-
nerable.

The Government, mean-
while, is looking to strike a bal-
ance between complying with
the Supreme Court order on
AGR dues, ensuring health of
the sector and safeguarding
consumer interest.

Both Mittal and VIL
Chairman Kumar Mangalam
Birla continued to meet top
government functionaries
throughout last week to seek
prompt measures that would
offer a breather to the sector.

A top Government official
had said recently that attempts
are being made to balance the
need for health of the sector,
consumer interest while com-
plying with the Supreme Court
order on statutory dues.

Although the official had

not elaborated, sector watchers
had said the statement alludes
to the government keen on
ensuring adequate competi-
tion by retaining the present
three-plus-one model of com-
petition (three private players

and one public sector compa-
ny). The statutory dues arose
after the Supreme Court, in
October last year, upheld the
government’s position on
including revenue from non-
core businesses in calculating

the annual Adjusted Gross
Revenue (AGR) of telecom
companies, a share of which is
paid as licence and spectrum
fee to the exchequer. 

The Supreme Court earli-
er this month rejected a plea by

mobile carriers such as Bharti
Airtel and Vodafone Idea Ltd
for extension in the payment
schedule and asked all of them
to deposit an estimated �1.47
lakh crore in past dues for spec-
trum and licences.

It threatened to initiate
contempt proceedings against
top executives of these firms for
non-payment.

Some telecom firms are
already struggling with mount-
ing losses and debt and the
additional liability has raised
concerns of them defaulting on
existing loans.

Vodafone Idea has so far
paid only �3,500 crore in two
tranches. Airtel has paid
�10,000 crore out of its esti-
mated liability of over �35,000
crore. Tata Teleservices has
paid �2,197 crore, the entire
outstanding it believes to have
arisen after the October ruling
of the apex court for calculat-
ing dues.
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Terming “test checks” pro-
posed by the Government

on telcos’ AGR arithmetic as
standard audit procedure,
Industry body COAI has said
the DoT needs to ensure con-
sistency among its different cir-
cles on calculation of dues to
minimise any differences.

Cellular Operators’
Association of India (COAI)
also cautioned that any deci-
sion to encash bank guarantees
will be “disastrous” for the
telecom industry, which only
has three private players.

“Any move to encash bank
guarantees will precipitate an
already precarious situation,”
COAI Director General, Rajan
Mathews told PTI. 

Mathews termed the ‘test
checks’ being proposed by the
telecom department to exam-
ine deviation in calculation of
dues by companies as a “stan-
dard audit procedure”.

He pointed out that while
amounts need to be finalised as
soon as possible, operators
too should be given a fair
opportunity to explain the
deviations in calculation.

“There should be consis-
tency amongst all LSAs
(Licensed Service Areas) of the
DoT (Department of
Telecommunications) on how
the amounts are calculated, so
the differences are minimised,”

Mathews added. The
Government has made it clear
that it will verify the compa-
nies’ claims on AGR math and
examine any deviations from
its own calculation, through
random ‘test checks’ before
March 17.

The Government will con-
duct ‘test check’ for any one
year (of telcos’ dues) to exam-
ine variances between tele-
com companies’ assessment
and the government’s own cal-
culation of AGR liabilities.

The test check will happen
for all telecom firms, but could
start with those, which have
already claimed they have
made full and final settlement
towards their statutory liabil-
ities, like Tata Teleservices.

In all, as many as 15 enti-
ties owe the government �1.47
lakh crore — �92,642 crore in
unpaid licence fee and anoth-
er �55,054 crore in outstand-
ing spectrum usage charges.

These dues arose after the
Supreme Court, in October last
year, upheld the government’s
position on including revenue
from non-core businesses in
calculating the annual adjust-
ed gross revenue (AGR) of tele-
com companies, a share of
which is paid as licence and
spectrum fee to the exchequer.

The Supreme Court earli-
er this month rejected a plea by
mobile carriers such as Bharti
Airtel and Vodafone Idea Ltd

for extension in the payment
schedule and asked them to
deposit an estimated �1.47
lakh crore in past dues for
spectrum and licences.

The apex court had
warned that it will initiate
contempt proceedings against
top executives of these firms
for non-payment.

Some telecom firms are
already struggling with mount-
ing losses and debt, and the
additional liability has raised
concerns of them defaulting on
existing loans. Of the estimat-
ed dues that include interest
and penalty for late payments,
Airtel and Vodafone Idea owe
about 60 per cent. Vodafone
Idea is confronted with total
AGR dues of over �53,000
crore. Of this, it has so far paid
only �3,500 crore in two
tranches earlier this week.

Airtel has so far paid
�10,000 crore out of its esti-
mated liability of over �35,000
crore.Tata Teleservices has paid
�2,197 crore, the entire out-
standing it believes to have
arisen after the October ruling
of the apex court for calculat-
ing dues.

Tata Teleservices and Tata
Teleservices Maharashtra have
submitted to the government
the details of calculation in
support of its payment, but
sources in the DoT said that
wide gap between the compa-
ny’s calculations.
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Finance Minister Nirmala
Sitharaman on Sunday

apprised the G-20 countries on
the steps taken in the Union
Budget to open up India’s bond
market.

During the Finance
Ministers & Central Bank
Governors meeting in Riyadh,
she outlined the efforts taken to
deepen India’s bond market
such as removal of capital con-
trols for identified categories of
G-Secs and increased FPI limit
on corporate bond market in
the session on “Financial
Resilience & Development” on
the second day of the confer-
ence, the Finance Ministry
said.

FPI limits with respect to
investment in corporate bonds
are proposed to be increased to
15 per cent. This may be a step
towards local bond inclusion in
global indices and interna-
tionalisation of the rupee.

The Finance Minister’s
announcement should help
boost investments in the Indian
debt market, the Ministry said,
adding Sitharaman looked for-
ward to continued engagement
with the G20 on this agenda.

Hiking the FPI limit in cor-
porate bonds and concession-
al tax rate on interest income
earned by FPIs are among the
steps that can 
increase capital flows into the
market.

To promote a deep and liq-
uid market, the government
has announced that a netting
legislation would be formulat-
ed to expand the scope of the
corporate default swaps market.
This would also significantly
help banks manage their capi-
tal requirements and exposure
monitoring.

Sitharaman also congratu-
lated the G20’s Saudi
Presidency for identifying
development of capital markets
as a priority area.
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Following the Karnataka
High Court ordering a stay

on the anti-trust probe against
e-commerce giants Amazon
and Flipkart, the Confederation
of All India Traders (CAIT) is
likely to file a petition chal-
lenging the stay in the Supreme
Court in the coming week.

Speaking to IANS, Praveen
Khandelwal, National General
Secretary of CAIT said that the
trade body’s lawyers are cur-
rently working on filing a peti-
tion.

“I hope by Thursday or
Friday we will be able to file the
petition. The lawyers are
already working on it,” he said.

“We can go to Supreme
Court, because that is the right
forum as the High Court has
given its order. Most likely, it
will be Supreme Court,”
Khandelwal told IANS.

On February 14, the
Karnataka High Court ordered
a stay on the CCI probe into
violation of competition laws
by e-commerce majors. The
order came on the writ petition
filed by Amazon seeking a
stay on the investigation.

The High Court was of the
view that the ongoing investi-

gation by the Enforcement
Directorate (ED) should be
completed first. Last year, the
ED initiated insvestigation
against both Amazon and
Flipkart for alleged violation of
the foreign exchange law.

The anti-trust body had in
January ordered an enquiry
into the operations of both
Amazon and Flipkart on mul-
tiple counts, including deep
discounts and exclusive tie-ups
with preferred sellers.

Further, days after the
Karnataka High Court ordered
a stay, Walmart-backed Flipkart
also moved the court urging it
to set aside the probe. In its writ
petition, Flipkart Internet
Private Ltd said that although
the High Court has ordered a
stay on the investigation, the
probe order of the Competition
Commission of India (CCI)
“deserves to be set aside”.

It said that the CCI direct-
ed an investigation without
the existence of a “prima facie”
case. It further said that the
order was passed in a pre-
determined manner, by treat-
ing allegations of abuse of
dominance as an anti-com-
petitive agreement.

In its petition, Flipkart also
questioned the “bona fides” of

CAIT, which has been protest-
ing against what it calls “deep
discounts” by the e-commerce
majors and reached out to the
CCI and the government
against them.

“The CCI is duty bound to
act with caution, especially, in
assessing the bona fides of the
informant. In this, the peti-
tioner submits that
Confederation of All India
Traders has repeatedly
indulged in forum shopping
against the petitioner by
approaching various judicial
forums, directly and through its
sister entities raising exactly the
same baseless allegations
against the petitioner,” it said.

The organisation has time
and again written to and met
Commerce Minister Piyush
Goyal, among others, to regis-
ter their protest against what it
describes as deep discounting
and unfair means by both the
online platforms, which has
impacted the offline traders.
CAIT has blamed both the
platforms of violating the
norms for foreign direct invest-
ment (FDI).The traders body
had staged protests across India
during the visit of Amazon
CEO Jeff Bezos to India last
month.
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Finance Minister Nirmala
Sitharaman on Sunday said

the international community
has a unique opportunity to
design a new international tax
system to handle the chal-
lenges of digitalisation with a
cost-efficient dispute preven-
tion mechanism.

She called upon the G20
countries to ensure that the
consensus solution being devel-
oped by G20 inclusive frame-
work for addressing tax chal-
lenges arising from digitalisa-
tion is truly inclusive, accord-
ing to tweets by the Finance
Ministry.

The Finance Minister
emphasised on the need for a
closer collaboration between
revenue agencies to investigate
tax affairs of offenders who
cross-borders for escaping tax
investigation, a tweet said.

During the second day of
the G20 Finance Ministers and
Central Bank Governors
Meeting in Riyadh, Sitharaman
highlighted the efforts under-

taken by the Government of
India to deepen the corporate
bond market, such as removal
of capital controls for identified
categories of government secu-
rities (G-Secs) and increased
Foreign Portfolio Investment
(FPI) limit on the corporate
bond market.

The Finance Minister said
she looked forward to contin-
ued engagement with G20 on
this agenda.

According to the tweets,
Sitharaman explained the steps
being taken to reform the cred-

it default swap market, chang-
ing the method of buying and
selling bonds electronically
through exchanges, and facil-
itating on-tap issuances for all,
among others, for further
enabling greater investments in
India’s bond market.

Speaking during the ses-
sion on infrastructure invest-
ment, Sitharaman welcomed
the efforts underway in G20 to
develop infrastructure tech-
nology — the InfraTech
Agenda.

However, she also cau-
tioned that G20 should refrain
from developing any common
prescriptive approach since
various countries are at varied
stages of adoption of technol-
ogy in infrastructure, accord-
ing to the tweets.

The Minister highlighted
successful Indian experience in
the area of adoption of tech-
nology in infrastructure such as
FASTags. She also pointed out
the efforts being taken for
installation of smart energy
meters across India to reduce
revenue leakages. 

'�������������������������������
����������"���� ����0�����#�.������

Riyadh: The deadly coron-
avirus epidemic could put an
already fragile global economy
recovery at risk, the
International Monetary Fund
head told G20 finance minis-
ters and central bank governors
on Sunday.

Global growth was poised
for a modest rebound to 3.3 per
cent this year, up from 2.9 per
cent last year, IMF chief
Kristalina Georgieva said at the
meeting in the Saudi capital.

“The projected recovery...
Is fragile,” Georgieva said.

“The COVID-19 virus -- a
global health emergency -- has

disrupted economic activity in
China and could put the recov-
ery at risk,” she said in a statement.

“I reported to the G20 that
even in the case of rapid con-
tainment of the virus, growth
in China and the rest of the
world would be impacted.”
Alarm has been growing over
the new virus as Chinese
authorities lock down millions
of people to prevent its spread,
with major knock-on effects
economically. The virus has
now claimed 2,345 lives in
China, cutting off transporta-
tion, disrupting trade and fan-
ning investor alarm as busi-

nesses are forced to close their
doors. Georgieva told the two-
day Riyadh gathering that the
outbreak would shave about 0.1
percentage points from global
growth and constrain China’s
growth to 5.6 per cent this year.

The IMF chief urged G20
nations to cooperate to contain
the spread of the virus.

“COVID-19 is a stark
reminder of our interconnec-
tions and the need to work
together,” Georgieva said. “In
this regard, the G20 is an
important forum to help put
the global economy on a more
sound footing.” AFP
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The US has surpassed China
to become India’s top trad-

ing partner, showing greater
economic ties between the two
countries.

According to the data of
the commerce ministry, in
2018-19, the bilateral trade
between the US and India
stood at $87.95 billion.

During the period, India’s
two-way commerce with China
aggregated at $87.07 billion.

Similarly, during April-
December 2019-20, the bilat-
eral trade between the US and
India stood at $68 billion. It
stood at $64.96 billion with
China in the same period.

Trade experts believe that

the trend will continue in the
coming years also as New Delhi
and Washington are engaged in
further deepening the eco-
nomic ties. An expert said that
if the countries will finalise a
free trade agreement (FTA),
then the bilateral trade would
reach at different levels.

“FTA with US will be very
beneficial for India as the US is
the biggest market for domes-
tic goods and services,”
Federation of Indian Export
organisations Director General
Ajay Sahai said.

He said that India’s exports
as well as imports are increas-
ing with the US, while with
China both are declining.

America is one of the few
countries with which India

has a trade surplus. On the
other hand, India has a huge
trade deficit with China.

In 2018-19, India has a
trade surplus of $16.85 billion
with America, while it has a
deficit of $53.56 billion with the
neighbouring country.

The data showed that
China was India’s top trading
partner since 2013-14 till 2017-
18. Before China, UAE was the
country’s largest trading nation.

A top American business
advocacy group has said that a
free trade agreement between
India and the US is a key to
resolving their trade disputes as
it will cover biggest irritants in
ties, including tariffs and
mobility of Indian profession-
als. Professor at Indian Institute

of Foreign Trade (IIFT) Rakesh
Mohan Joshi said that India
should be a bit cautious while
negotiating a trade pact with
the US in areas, including agri-
culture and food products, as
America is the world’s largest
producer and exporter of cer-
tain commodities like maize
and soybean.

“A trade deal between the
US and India would further
increase the trade between the
two countries easing tariff
restriction and opening up of
bigger market for products.
India is a major exporter of
steel, steel products and alu-
minium products with com-
bined exports of $22.7 billion
last year.

“Steel exports to the US

have continued to decline and
it went down from $372 mil-
lion in 2017-18 to $247 million
last year. This is only 2.5 per
cent of our overall $9.74 billion
steel export to the world,”
Pawan Gupta, the Founder
and CEO of online trade plat-
form Connect2India observed.

Commenting on trade with
China, Gupta said despite the
fall in volume exports to the
Asian neighbour increased 25
per cent last year to $16.7 bil-
lion while imports decreased by
around 8 per cent to $70.3 bil-
lion last year.

The major reduction in
imports from India has been on
electrical machinery, equip-
ment and apparatus category,
the CEO said.
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Natural gas prices in India
are likely to be cut by a

steep 25 per cent beginning
April, in line with the slump in
global rates, sources said.

The price of most of the
natural gas produced by state-
owned ONGC and Oil India
Ltd, which account for the
bulk of India’s existing gas out-
put, is likely to be cut to around
$2.5 per million British thermal
unit for the six-month period
beginning April 1, from $3.23
as of now.

This will be the second
reduction in six months and
will reduce rates to the lowest
in two-and-half-years.

Sources said the price of
gas produced from difficult
fields too is likely to be cut to
$5.50 from $8.43 per 
mmBtu now. 

Prices of natural gas, which
is used to produce fertiliser and
generate electricity and is also
converted into CNG for use in
automobiles as fuel and cook-
ing gas for households, are set
every six months — on April 1
and October 1 each year.

The rates, besides dictating
the price of urea, electricity and
CNG, also decide the revenue
of gas producers such as Oil
and Natural Gas Corp
(ONGC).

Natural gas price was last
cut by 12.5 per cent on October
1. Rates were cut to $3.23 per
mmBtu from earlier $3.69. For
difficult fields, the rates were
cut from an all-time high of
$9.32 per mmBtu to $8.43.

Sources said the reduction
would impact revenues of
India’s biggest producer ONGC
as well as Reliance Industries
and its partner BP plc which
plan to start gas production
from their ‘second-wave’ of
discoveries in eastern 
offshore KG-D6 block from
mid-2020.

The cut in price will lower
the earnings of producers like
ONGC but will also lead to a
reduction in the price of CNG,
which uses natural gas as input.

It would also lead to lower
cost of natural gas piped to
households (PNG) for cooking
purposes as well as of feedstock
cost for the manufacturing of
fertilisers and petrochemicals.
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State-run Central Bank of
India is looking to sell its

entire 64.40 per cent stake in its
housing finance subsidiary –
Cent Bank Home Finance
(CBHFL), a top bank official
said. The lender has floated a
request for proposal (RFP) for
appointing merchant bankers.
The shortlisted bankers will
help the lender scout for a
potential investor to buy its

stake in the mortgage financier.
“We plan to exit from Cent

Bank Home Finance. The bank
already provides housing loans,
and so, we feel that there is no
need to have a housing finance
subsidiary,” Central Bank of
India managing director and
chief executive officer, Pallav
Mohapatra, told PTI.

The bank holds 64.40 per
cent in the unlisted housing
finance company, while the
remaining stake is held by

Housing & Urban Development
Corporation (HUDCO), Unit
Trust of India (UTI) and
National Housing Bank (NHB).
The bank is facing operational
curbs under the Reserve Bank’s
(RBI) prompt corrective action
(PCA) framework.

Mohapatra said the process
of determining the valuation of
the Bhopal-headquartered
home finance company will
begin as soon as the merchant
bankers are appointed.

New Delhi: A 28 per cent
Goods and Services Tax (GST)
will be levied on lotteries from
March 1, according to a noti-
fication. The GST Council had
in December last year decided
to impose a single rate of 28 per
cent on state-run and autho-
rised lotteries.

The revenue department
notified the GST rate on supply
of lotteries and amended its ear-
lier Central Tax (Rate) notifi-
cation. Accordingly, the Central
Tax rate for supply of lotteries
has been amended to 14 per
cent and a similar percentage
will be levied by the states. This

will take the total GST incidence
on lotteries to 28 per cent.

“This notification shall
come into force on the 1st day
of March, 2020,” the revenue
department notification said.

Currently, a state-run lot-
tery attracts 12 per cent GST,
while a state-authorised lottery
attracts 28 per cent tax.

There were demands that
a uniform tax rate should be
imposed on lotteries following
which a group of ministers
were set up to suggest the GST
rate. Following this, the GST
Council in December voted for
a single rate of 28 per cent on

supply of lotteries.
AMRG & Associates

Senior Partner Rajat Mohan
said: “Gambling in the form of
Lottery has been allowed in a
few states, where it has pene-
trated at grass root levels, now
changing the tax rate from a
prospective date would help the
dealers in effectively imple-
menting the new tax rate”.

EY Tax Partner Abhishek
Jain said a uniform rate on lot-
tery brings a parity between
state-run and authorized lot-
teries; thereby aligning an equal
footing for businesses in the
same line. PTI
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South Korea went on high
alert Sunday following a

sharp jump in coronavirus
cases, and Italy and Iran took
their own drastic containment
steps as an epidemic that has
killed nearly 2,500 people in
China continued a relentless
global expansion.

The World Health
Organisation (WHO) also
warned that Africa’s poor
health systems left it vulnera-
ble to the COVID-19 disease,
which spilled out of China to
more than 25 countries.

South Korea is raising the
nation’s alert to its “highest”
level, President Moon Jae-in
said on Sunday after the num-
ber of infections nearly tripled
over the weekend to 556.

Led by an outbreak cluster
in a religious sect in the south-
ern city of Daegu, South Korea
now has the most infections
outside of China apart from the
Diamond Princess cruise ship
docked in Japan, which has
seen more than 600.

“The next few days will be
crucial,” Moon said following a
government meeting on the
virus.

“The government will raise
the alert level to the highest
level according to experts’ rec-
ommendations.” Moon did not
specify what those measures
may include.

South Korea reported 123
new cases and two deaths on
Sunday, taking the countrywide
toll of fatalities to four.

More than 300 cases have
been linked to the Shincheonji
Church of Jesus sect in Daegu
— whose founder claims the
mantle of Jesus Christ and
vows to take 144,000 people
with him to heaven on judge-
ment day. Some 9,300
Shincheonji members have
either been quarantined or
asked to stay at home, accord-
ing to the Korean Centers  for
Disease Control and
Prevention.

More than 1,240 have
reported symptoms.

Elsewhere, Italy and Iran
began introducing the sort of
containment measures previ-
ously seen only in China, which
has put tens of millions of peo-
ple under quarantine lock-
down in the epicentre province
of Hubei.

More than 50,000 people in
about a dozen northern Italian

towns near the business hub of
Milan were urged by authori-
ties to stay home, while shops
and schools were shuttered.

With dozens of cases, Italy
on Friday became the first
European country to report
one of its nationals had died
from the virus, followed by a
second death on Saturday.

Both were elderly.
The government was

weighing “extraordinary mea-
sures” to halt further infections,
Italian Prime Minister
Giuseppe Conte said.

China reported another 97
deaths in its daily update
Sunday, taking its total to 2,442,
plus 648 new infections. Nearly
80,000 people have been infect-
ed worldwide, the vast major-
ity in China.

China’s outbreak remains
concentrated in the locked-
down city of Wuhan, where the
virus is believed to have
emanated from a live animal
market in December.

The city was locked down
exactly one month ago as of
Sunday, followed by sur-
rounding areas.

China’s infection rate has
slowed from early in the epi-
demic, but Chinese flip-flop-

ping over counting methods
has sowed confusion over its
data.

There also was growing
concern over the difficulty of
detecting the virus.

Japan on Sunday con-
firmed that a woman who test-
ed negative and disembarked
from the Diamond Princess
later tested positive. Similar
instances have been reported
elsewhere. Japan has been crit-
icised over its handling of the
cruise ship.

Many passengers were
allowed to disembark without
being properly tested or despite
having close contact with
infected people.

More than 1,000 crew
remain on board and are
expected to serve a 14-day
quarantine.

Iran ordered the closure of
schools, universities and cul-
tural centres across 14
provinces from Sunday fol-
lowing five deaths in the
Islamic Republic — the most
outside East Asia and the first
in the Middle East.

Iran’s outbreak surfaced
Wednesday and quickly grew
to 28 confirmed infections.

“The concern is ... that we

have seen ... a very rapid
increase (in Iran) in a matter of
a few days,” said Sylvie Briand,
director of the WHO’s global
infectious hazard prepared-
ness department.

Iraq on Thursday clamped
down on travel to and from
Iran, and flag carrier Kuwait
Airways has suspended flights
to the country.

Although Egypt is the only
African country with a con-
firmed case, the WHO warned
that the continent was vulner-
able, urging more African
Union cooperation.

WHO chief Tedros
Adhanom Ghebreyesus said
necessary treatment tools such
as respiratory support
machines were “in short sup-
ply in many African countries
and that’s a cause for concern”.

The US State Department
said anxiety was being stoked
by a coordinated effort by
thousands of Russia-linked
social media accounts spread-
ing conspiracy theories that the
outbreak was a US-orchestrat-
ed ploy to damage China, offi-
cials said.

Russia’s foreign ministry
dismissed the allegation as
“deliberately false”.
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A29-year-old female doctor
died on Sunday after con-

tracting the coronavirus while
treating patients at a hospital in
China’s worst-hit Wuhan city,
taking the death toll of the
medical staff to 10, according
to a media report.

Xia Sisi, a gastroenterolo-
gy physician got infected while
working at the Union Jiangbei
Hospital of Wuhan in Hubei
province, the epicentre of the
virus. She was hospitalised on
January 19 and later transferred
to Zhongnan Hospital of
Wuhan University on February
7 after her condition worsened.
She died on Sunday, state-run
Xinhua news agency reported.

The Union Jiangbei
Hospital mourned the death of
Xia and expressed condolences
for her family.

The Chinese medical staff,
who are on the frontline fight-
ing the COVID-19, are paying

a heavy price in treating the
surging number of cases. 

China’s National Health
Commission earlier said that a
total of 1,716 medical workers
had contracted the infection as
of February 11. Xia’s death
takes the death toll among the
medical staff to 10.

On February 20, Peng
Yinhua (29), who postponed

his wedding to treat patients
infected with the coronavirus,
died.

Earlier, Li Wenliang, a 34-
year-old doctor, who was one
of the first people to sound the
alarm about the new outbreak
died on February 7.

Li sent a message to his
medical-school alumni group
on December 30, warning that
seven patients had been quar-
antined at Wuhan Central
Hospital after suffering from
respiratory illness that seemed
like the Severe Acute
Respiratory Syndrome (SARS).

Liu Zhiming, head of the
Wuchang Hospital too died due
to the virus.  Liu Fan, a senior
nurse of the hospital, also died
along with her parents and
brother from the disease.

Ninety-seven more peo-
ple died in China due to coro-
navirus, taking the death toll to
2,442, while the confirmed
cases rose to 76,936, officials
said on Sunday.
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Four more Indian crew
members on board a cruise

ship moored off the Japan
coast have tested positive for
the coronavirus and those who
are not found to be infected
would be facilitated to travel
back home once all the results
are declared, the Indian
embassy said on Sunday.

With the fresh infections,
the total number of Indians
infected with the virus on the
vessel rose to 12, the embassy
said.

Passengers showing no
signs of the deadly disease
started deboarding the ship,
Diamond Princess, after the
quarantine period ended last
week.

Chief Cabinet Secretary
Yoshihide Suga said that over
1,000 passengers and crew will
remain on board the ship after

the disembarkations.
On Saturday, around 100

more passengers, who were in
close contact with the infected
people on board, were allowed
the deboard the ship.

“Unfortunately, results
received as of 1200 JST (Japan
Standard Time) include 4
Indian crew members having
tested positive,” the Indian
embassy tweeted.

Earlier, eight Indians were
tested positive for the COVID-
19. “All 12 Indians are respond-
ing well to treatment,” the mis-
sion said.

The Indian embassy said
that the Japanese authorities
have confirmed that samples
from all passengers on board
the ship collected for the test
are being processed.

“All results expected by
25/26 Feb. Indian nationals on
the ship, who would not test
positive, will be facilitated by

Indian Embassy soon after,” it
tweeted.

The embassy had on
Saturday said that Indians,
who are still on board the
ship, will be tested for the
virus infection along with oth-
ers after all the healthy pas-
sengers have disembarked.

“All Indian nationals,
amongst others, on board
Diamond Princess will be test-
ed for COVID-19 by Japanese
authorities, after all passengers
disembarked yesterday
(Friday),” it said.

A total of 138 Indians,
including 132 crew and 6 pas-
sengers, were among the 3,711
people, on board the ship when
it docked at the Yokohama
port, near Tokyo, on February
3. 

It was quarantined after a
passenger who disembarked
last month in Hong Kong was
found to be the carrier of the

disease. The ship has the largest
cluster of COVID-19 cases
outside China. Two former
passengers of the ship have also
died.

According to an AP report
on Saturday, with the latest dis-
embarkation, a 14-day quar-
antine is expected to start for
those still on board as many of
them did not undergo isolation
because they were needed to
keep the ship running.

Ninety-seven more peo-
ple died in China due to coro-
navirus, taking the death toll to
2,442, while the confirmed
cases rose to 76,936, officials
said on Sunday.

A team of WHO experts
also visited the worst-affected
Wuhan city in Hubei province
to conduct a detailed probe
about the virus which report-
edly originated from a seafood
market in the city in December
last year.
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Bus drivers in Moscow kept
their WhatsApp group chat

buzzing with questions this
week about what to do if they
spotted passengers who might
be from China riding with
them in the Russian capital.

“Some Asian-looking (peo-
ple) have just got on. Probably
Chinese. Should I call (the
police)?” one driver messaged
his peers. 

“How do I figure out if
they’re Chinese? Should I ask
them?” a colleague wondered.

The befuddlement reflect-
ed in screenshots of the group
exchanges seen by The
Associated Press had a com-
mon source - instructions from
Moscow’s public transit oper-
ator Wednesday for drivers to
call a dispatcher if Chinese
nationals boarded their buses,
Russian media reported.

A leaked email that the
media reports said was sent by
the state-owned transporta-
tion company Mosgortrans
told dispatchers who took such
calls to notify the police. 

The email, which the com-
pany immediately described
on Twitter as fake, carried a
one-word subject line: coron-
avirus. Since the outbreak of
the new virus that has infect-
ed more than 76,000 people
and killed more than 2,300 in
mainland China, Russia has
reported two cases. 

Both patients, Chinese
nationals hospitalised in
Siberia, recovered quickly. 

Russian authorities never-
theless are going to significant
— some argue discriminatory
— lengths to keep the virus
from resurfacing and spread-
ing.

Moscow officials ordered
police raids of hotels, dormi-

tories, apartment buildings and
businesses to track down the
shrinking number of Chinese
people remaining in the city. 

They also authorised the
use of facial recognition tech-
nology to find those suspected
of evading a 14-day self-quar-
antine period upon their arrival
in Russia.

“Conducting raids is an
unpleasant task, but it is nec-
essary, for the potential carri-
ers of the virus as well,”
Moscow Mayor Sergei
Sobyanin said in a statement
outlining various methods to
find and track Chinese people
the city approved as a virus pre-
vention strategy.

The effort to identify
Chinese citizens on public
transportation applies not only
to buses, but underground
trains and street trams in
Moscow, Russian media report-
ed Wednesday.

Metro workers were
instructed to stop riders from
China and ask them to fill out
questionnaires asking why they
were in Russia and whether
they observed the two-week
quarantine, the reports said. 

The forms also ask respon-
dents for their health condition
and the address of where they
are were staying.

In Yekaterinburg, a city
located 1,790 kilometers (1,112
miles) away from Moscow in
the Urals Mountains, members
of the local Chinese commu-
nity also are under watch. 

Self-styled Cossack patrols
in the city hand out medical
masks along with strong rec-
ommendations to visit a health
clinic to Chinese residents.

Human rights advocates
have condemned the targeting
of Chinese nationals as racial
profiling, not an effective epi-
demic control strategy.
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Beijing (AFP): The coron-
avirus epidemic that has killed
over 2,400 people is commu-
nist China’s “largest public
health emergency” since its
founding, said President Xi
Jinping on Sunday.

“It has the fastest trans-
mission, widest range of infec-
tion and has been the most
difficult to prevent and con-
trol,” Xi said at a meeting on
curbing the epidemic.
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US Senator Bernie Sanders
on Sunday secured a con-

vincing victory in the crucial
Nevada caucus, giving a big
boost to his campaign for the
2020 White House bid as the
race to Democratic party’s
nomination gathers momen-
tum over the next few months.

Multiple American media
outlets declared Sanders as the
winner of the Nevada Caucus
for the Democratic Party’s pres-
idential primary.

The 78-year-old senator
from Vermont had 54 per cent
of the county delegates avail-
able when several national
news networks, including Fox
news and MSNBC, called the
race with only four per cent of
precincts reporting.

When last reports came in,
Sanders had garnered more
than half of the votes, with
former vice president Joe Biden
trailing at 19 per cent.

“Breaking: We won
Nevada! We are building an
unprecedented grassroots
movement, and together, there
is nothing we cannot accom-

plish,” Sanders tweeted.
Sanders, who lost to former

secretary of state Hillary
Clinton in the 2016 presiden-
tial primaries in New
Hampshire, had won the New
Hampshire primary recently
and was in a virtual tie with
underdog Pete Buttigieg in
Iowa.

Trump congratulated
Sanders in a tweet.

“Looks like Crazy Bernie is
doing well in the Great State of
Nevada. Biden and the rest look
weak, and no way Mini Mike
can restart his campaign after
the worst debate performance
in the history of Presidential
debates,” the president tweeted.

“Congratulations Bernie,
and don’t let them take it away
from you!” Trump tweeted. 

“We did it! We won the
Nevada caucus, and we won
BIG!” said Faiz Shakir, the
campaign manager for Sanders.

“This win is our win, in
large part because of the record
number of donations and vol-
unteer enthusiasm for Bernie in
the state,” he said.

Nevada is the first state
with a diverse population to

hold a nominating contest.
“In Nevada, and in New

Hampshire and in Iowa - what
we showed is that our volun-
teers are prepared to knock on
hundreds and hundreds of
thousands of doors,” Sanders
was quoted as saying by CNN
in San Antonio.

“That no campaign has a
grassroots movement like we
do, which is another reason
why we’re going to win this
election.”

“Trump and his friends
think they are going to win this
election,” Sanders continued.
“They think they’re going to
win this election by dividing
our people up, based on the
colour of their skin, or where
they were born, or their reli-
gion or their sexual orientation.
We are going to win because we
are doing exactly the opposite.
We’re bringing our people
together.”

Ahead of the US
Presidential election later this
year, White House hopefuls are
contesting for their party’s
nomination in primary elec-
tions, known as primaries,
across the country.
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Pakistan on Sunday said that
it has declared a medical

emergency and temporarily
closed its border with Iran to
counter the threat of coron-
avirus from across the border.

Iran has so far witnessed
eight deaths and 43 cases of
infection due to the novel coro-
navirus.  The deadly disease,
which initially broke out in
China, has caused 2,442 deaths
and infected 76,936 people in
31 provincial-level regions of
the Communist nation.

Balochistan Home
Minister Mir Ziaullah Langove
said that Pakistan’s border with
Iran in Balochistan province
was temporarily closed.

“We have closed the bor-
der. The measure was taken
due to the threat of coron-
avirus,” Langove told reporters
here.

The provincial government
of Balochistan said that the
National Disaster Management
Authority (NDMA) has set up
a 100-bed tent hospital at the
border town of Taftan.

“All people coming from
Iran are being screened by the
medical teams deputed at the
border crossing,” a statement
issued by the provincial gov-
ernment said.

Langove said Balochistan
has also imposed ban on the
travel of pilgrims from Pakistan
into Iran by road.

Thousands of Shiite
Pakistanis travel to Iran every
year to visit various religious
sites.

Six districts of Balochistan
including Chaghi, Washuk,
Panjgur, Kech and Gwadar are
on the border with Iran. 

However, most of the legal
traffic comes through Taftan in
Chaghi.
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Pakistan Peoples Party (PPP)
chairman Bilawal Bhutto-

Zardari has said that like Imran
Khan, PML-N supreme leader
Nawaz Sharif was also “selected”
for the post of premier, in a U-
turn from his earlier comments
that opposition parties are unit-
ed. “Before Imran Khan, Nawaz
Sharif was a selected premier,” he
was quoted as saying by the
Dawn News.

Not sparing Sharif’s younger
brother Shahbaz Sharif, the PPP
leader said: “Like the ruling
Pakistan Tehreek-i-Insaf, the
Pakistan Muslim League-Nawaz
(PML-N) also does not give
importance to parliament. The
role of opposition leader in the
National Assembly is important
but he (Shahbaz) is in London.
We hope that he will return soon

and play his role as opposition
leader.” Taking on the Sharif
brothers further, Bilawal said
when the people of Punjab need-
ed their leaders they “disappear”.

Former premier Sharif has
been undergoing medical treat-
ment in London since November
last while Shahbaz Sharif is there
to look after him.

Reacting to Bilawal’s com-
ments, PML-N parliamentarians
told the daily that they could give
a befitting reply to the PPP
chairman’s tirade against the
Sharif brothers but this was not
an appropriate time. 

“Bilawal is a child and
responding to his anti-Sharifs
remarks may not reflect well on
the politics of the opposition. The
PTI is looking for a divide among
the opposition parties desper-
ately,” a PML-N lawmaker was
quoted as saying by the daily.
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Debris has been found in the
fuel tanks of 70% of

grounded Boeing 737 Max jets
that have been inspected by the
company, Boeing confirmed on
Saturday.

Inspectors found the debris
in 35 out of about 50 jets that
were inspected. They are
among 400 built in the past
year that Boeing hasn’t been
able to deliver to airline cus-
tomers.

Boeing temporarily halted
production last month because
the planes were grounded after
crashes in Indonesia and

Ethiopia that killed 346 people.
Although debris hasn’t

been linked to those crashes,
metal shavings, tools and other
objects left in planes during
assembly can raise the risk of
electrical short-circuiting and
fires. 

On Tuesday the company
had said debris was found in
“several” planes but it did not
give a precise number.

The debris was discovered
during maintenance on parked
planes, and Boeing said it
immediately made corrections
in its production system to pre-
vent a recurrence. Those steps
include more inspections

before fuel tanks are sealed.
“This is unacceptable and

won’t be tolerated on any
Boeing aircraft when it’s deliv-
ered to the customer,” the com-
pany said in a statement
Saturday.

Boeing previously said the
issue does not change the com-
pany’s belief that the Federal
Aviation Administration will
certify the plane to fly again this
summer.

A Boeing spokesman cau-
tioned against applying the 70
per cent to all 400 jets, saying
there’s no way to know how
many have the same problem
until they’re all inspected.
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Amagnitude 5.7 earthquake
in northwestern Iran on

Sunday killed at least eight peo-
ple in neighbouring Turkey
and injured dozens more on
both sides of the border,
authorities said.

“We lost eight of our citi-
zens, including three children,”
Turkish Interior Minister
Suleyman Soylu was quoted as
saying by the official Anadolu
news agency.

Health Minister Fahrettin
Koca said 21 people were
injured and eight of them were
in critical condition, according

to Anadolu. Turkish broad-
caster NTV showed images of
collapsed adobe houses in sev-
eral snow-covered villages in
Van province on the Iran bor-
der. “There is nobody trapped
under the rubble as of this
moment,” governor Mehmet
Emin Bilmez said.

President Recep Tayyip
Erdogan spoke by phone with
his interior minister to receive
information about the search
and rescue operation in the
region, the Turkish presidency
said.

The epicentre of the quake,
which struck at 9:23 am (local
time), was near the Iranian vil-

lage of Habash-e Olya, less than
10 kilometres (six miles) from
the border, according to the US
Geological Survey.

The earthquake had a
depth of six kilometres, accord-
ing to Tehran University’s
Seismological Centre.

It injured at least 40 people
and 17 of them have been
hospitalised in Iran’s West
Azerbaijan province, according
to the country’s emergency
services. The same source also
said there was damage to build-
ings in 43 villages.

Iran sits on top of major
tectonic plates and sees fre-
quent seismic activity.
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Do you know the reason why world has no peace today?
Well, it is because many nations and most individu-

als deny the supremacy of a moral order. The numbers of
such people are increasing day-by-day, who think that
wickedness, cunningness, vice is better than virtue and vio-
lence is better than non-violence. There are so many soci-
eties and nations
that think man is
merely an animal,
hankering  after
material progress
and comforts.
They refuse to
accept the evident,
that man has
higher aspirations,
such as for peace,
calmness and
bliss. Even the
most corrupt per-
son has an inner
aspiration for
solace, satisfaction
and peace.
However, they fail
to realise that
peace, content-
ment and bliss are
not the qualities of
bodily cells; they
are the qualities
of conscient self in its state of moral greatness. 

The scholars, with materialistic thinking and attitude,
have presented their interpretation of history to the soci-
ety. This view of man and history has been popularised
and publicised by historians, economists and social sci-
entists. The result is that the modern man does not believe
in the supremacy of the moral law. Man has, therefore,
ceased to apply human values to the problems he faces in
day to day life. For example, take the problem of nuclear
weapons. There have been many agitations and confer-
ences to bring about disarmament. The conversations are
vitiated and they do not lead to actual disarmament
because no moral values are brought to bear the problem.
Thus, it can be easily said that the lack of sense of moral
responsibility is, in fact, the most sinister aspect of the mod-
ern civilisation. In fact, the whole modern thinking of man
is characterised  by lack of moral responsibility. 

A psychiatrist, today, would explain that a person com-
mitted a murder because he had developed a complex after
his father had beaten him with a stick when he was a child.
So the responsibility is of the father, who had been cruel
to his son. In many other forms, the attitude that ‘I am
not responsible’, runs through every aspect of modern life.
This has undermined the moral quality of life. So if we
want world peace, the real effort lies in giving man a sense
of moral responsibility. Let him realise that with all his lim-
itations, he can, in this life, conquer attachment, lust, greed,
anger and pride. And, he should think that it is his moral
responsibility to eliminate these issues because these dis-
turbs not only him but the peace of others as well. 

Today, we see humans killing each other in the name
of religion but does any religion has ever taught its fol-
lowers to kill innocent people? The chronicles of mankind
bear witness to the truth that millions of people have lost
their peace because of intolerance that ensued from a hurt
ego or an unfulfilled selfish motive or narrow-minded. Can
anyone calculate or even imagine how many people have
lost their peace and harmony and how many cities and
civilisations were ruined because of intolerance? If only
this virtue, called tolerance, had been sustained, all or many
other virtues would have survived. When tolerance is lost,
man loses his patience, self-control and spirit of non-vio-
lence. Therefore, as they say it is never too late. If even
now those, who are mercilessly killing innocent people,
begin to observe this virtue, mankind can be saved from
the scourge of wars, communal riots and conflict on the
basis of difference in religious beliefs. 

Chemicals are routinely
applied around residential

landscapes to kill insect pests
and troublesome weeds but
many are indiscriminate and
devastate pollinators in the
process.

Over the past 30-plus years,
pollinator populations have
crashed worldwide due to a
variety of reasons, including
pesticide and herbicide expo-
sure, invasive pests and diseases,
loss of habitat, loss of species
and genetic diversity and a
changing climate, scientists say.

Pesticide contamination of
lawns, gardens and waterways is
widespread, and even at sub-
lethal levels can impact pollina-
tors’ foraging ability and hive
productivity. “Honeybees are
not the most impacted of pol-
linators,” said Katie Buckley,
pollinator coordinator with the
Washington State Department
of Agriculture. “Once-common
butterfly and native bee species
have become rare, with some on
the verge of extinction.”

The rusty patched bumble-

bee, island marble butterfly,
Taylor’s checkerspot butterfly
and the familiar monarch but-
terfly were among those singled
out by Buckley as greatly deplet-
ed.

Pesticides are over-applied
by many backyard gardeners,
said James Dill, a pest manage-
ment specialist with University
of Maine Extension. “They don’t
read the labels, or they eyeball

the amounts,” Dill said.
“Sometimes, if maybe an ounce
is called for, they’ll use two
ounces. They often will use a
calendar spray schedule or just
spray because they had a prob-
lem in the past.”

But well-informed garden-
ers can be a big help in revers-
ing the pollinator declines, espe-
cially those caused by chemical
poisoning. “In general, the best

defense is to avoid spraying
plants that are in bloom, use
pesticides that have a short
half-life when possible and use
pesticides with low toxicity to
bees and other beneficial
insects,” Buckley said. “Whether
as a farmer or a homeowner, it
is critical to always read and fol-
low the label.”

Clothianidin, dinotefuran,
imidacloprid and thiamethox-

am are highly toxic to honey-
bees by contact and ingestion,
according to the Environmental
Protection Agency’s toxicity
classification scale for bees.
Thiacloprid and acetamiprid
are moderately toxic, the feder-
al agency says. If you keep
bees, finding the right apiary
location is an important way to
reduce pesticide exposure.’
Keeping colonies as far away

from commercial agriculture
as possible (4 to 5 miles) is the
safest,” Dill said. “Drive around
your area where you intend to
keep hives and get the lay of the
land so you know what you are
dealing with. If you have a
large, pesticide-free foraging
area with diverse flowering
plants nearby, that would be
ideal.”

Supplying honeybees with
uncontaminated water is also an
effective deterrent, said Kevin
Jensen, a pesticide manage-
ment compliance investigator
with the Washington State
Department of Agriculture. “If
the bees do not have a water
source in the apiary, they will be
forced to look for water else-
where during the hot months,”
Jensen said. “This can result in
bees being attracted to an area
that is being sprayed, even
though that area may not have
flowers blooming in it.”

Even pesticides allowed for
use in organic agriculture can
harm bees and other beneficial
insects like flies, beetles, moths
and wasps, entomologists say.
“Homeowners should avoid
using pesticides in backyards
and instead use nontoxic meth-
ods such as soapy water to get
rid of pests such as aphids,” said
Ramesh Sagili, an associate pro-
fessor-apiculture with Oregon
State University.
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Landscape architects are finding
themselves on the front lines of
the climate change crisis, having

to come up with creative ways to adapt
and help mitigate problems like rising
oceans and extreme weather as they
design projects across the country.

“The focus on sustainability has
been building slowly for a long time
among landscape architects but in
recent years that commitment has
really taken hold,” says Jacquelyn
Bianchini, a spokeswoman at the
Washington, DC based American
Society of Landscape Architects. She
said those in the profession “have to
deal with climate change more than
almost any other design fields.”

Landscape architect Kate Orff
heads the firm Scape, known for eco-
logically driven projects around the
country. She feels a responsibility to
take on projects that emphasise sustain-
ability. “Our profession has been work-
ing hand in hand with the carbon-dri-
ven world since the field’s inception.
We’ve been living in this world where
we’re creating beautiful gardens in the
foreground while the planet is collaps-
ing in the background,” she says.

“My goal is to flip that relationship
around so the focus is on ecological
systems and we then link what we do
with policy ideas and infrastructure to

that reality,” says Orff, who recently
became the first landscape architect
awarded a MacArthur “genius”
Fellowship.

She is the lead designer of a $60
million barrier reef and shoreline
restoration project off Staten Island,
New York, called Living Breakwaters.
It incorporates oyster reefs, wetlands
and strands to reduce the effects of
storm surges. In Atlanta, it is develop-
ing a 100-mile trail linking communi-
ties along a vast distance to encourage
mobility, equity and sustainability.

While landscape architects often
focus on large, community projects,
they say consideration of the environ-
ment also needs to take place at home,
when people are designing their own

gardens and deciding what to plant in
their backyards.

“Even though gardening is listed in
the top five hobbies of Americans,
somehow we’ve not translated that into
care for our environment. We need to
try to somehow do a better job of
bridging the divide between personal
gardens and the larger global situation.
It’s all connected,” says Orff.

Todd Forrest, vice president for
horticulture and living collections at
the New York Botanical Garden, con-
curs. “People who are creating home
gardens or people like me who man-
age gardens for the public, deal with
the reality of climate every day and
always have. A gardener is the first
person and the last person you should

talk with about climate change, and we
deal with issues of plant adaptability
in everything we do,” he says.

Forrest, who used to teach a class
called Gardening and a Changing
Climate, says, “every citizen of the
world should look across all their
activities and ask themselves, ‘How
can I live more simply or thoughtful-
ly so that I’m not contributing to the
eventual loss of native biodiversity
around the world?’ We can design our
gardens to provide habitat for insects.
But we can also over-fertilise and
damage the environment.”

To be a good environmental citi-
zen, he says, you need “to learn and
pay close attention, to adapt and at the
same time be a part of the effort to

reduce carbon emissions.”
At the botanical garden, that’s

meant experimenting with more
plants native to the southern mid-
Atlantic states, a region south of New
York City. The Long Leaf Pine is one
example. “No one thought that it
would grow here, and it’s now thriv-
ing here,” he says. “The challenge is
that models suggest more extreme
weather events, not a steady change.
It’s hard to plant a garden that’s
impervious to a hurricane or nor’east-
er. Even as the climate warms, we’re
still going to have New York winters,
so you’re looking to plants that can
handle extremes.”

In 2017, the American Society of
Landscape Architects convened a
blue-ribbon panel on “Climate
Change and Resilience” which result-
ed in a broad set of suggested strate-
gies and policy guidelines. And last
year, the group highlighted 20 case
studies of projects that put the report’s
recommendations into practice. That
“Smart Policies for a Changing
Climate’’ exhibition is on view at the
Center for Landscape Architecture in
Washington. “It’s everyone’s prob-
lem, and landscape architects are in
the best position to help deal with
this,” says Bianchini.
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Did an artificial-intelligence sys-
tem beat human doctors in

warning the world of a severe coro-
navirus outbreak in China? In a nar-
row sense, yes. But what the humans
lacked in sheer speed, they more than
made up in finesse.

Early warnings of disease out-
breaks can help people and govern-
ments save lives. In the final days of
2019, an AI system in Boston sent
out the first global alert about a new
viral outbreak in China. But it took
human intelligence to recognise the
significance of the outbreak and then
awaken response from the public
health community.

What’s more, the mere mortals
produced a similar alert only a half-
hour behind the AI systems. For now,
AI-powered disease-alert systems
can still resemble car alarms — eas-
ily triggered and sometimes ignored.
A network of medical experts and
sleuths must still do the hard work
of sifting through rumors to piece
together the full picture. It’s difficult
to say what future AI systems, pow-
ered by ever larger datasets on out-
breaks, may be able to accomplish.

The first public alert outside
China about the novel coronavirus
came on December 30 from the
automated HealthMap system at
Boston Children’s Hospital. At 11.12
pm local time, HealthMap sent an
alert about unidentified pneumonia
cases in the Chinese city of Wuhan.
The system, which scans online
news and social media reports,
ranked the alert’s seriousness as
only three out of five. It took days for
HealthMap researchers to recognise
its importance.

Four hours before the
HealthMap notice, New York epi-
demiologist Marjorie Pollack had
already started working on her own
public alert, spurred by a growing
sense of dread after reading a person-
al email she received that evening.
“This is being passed around the
internet here,” wrote her contact, who
linked to a post on the Chinese social
media forum Pincong. The post dis-
cussed a Wuhan health agency
notice and read in part:
“Unexplained pneumonia???”

Pollack, deputy editor of the vol-
unteer-led Programme for
Monitoring Emerging Diseases,
known as ProMed, quickly mobilised
a team to look into it. ProMed’s more

detailed report went out about 30
minutes after the terse HealthMap
alert.

Early warning systems that scan
social media, online news articles and
government reports for signs of
infectious disease outbreaks help
inform global agencies such as the
World Health Organisation — giv-
ing international experts a head
start when local bureaucratic hurdles
and language barriers might other-
wise get in the way.

Some systems, including
ProMed, rely on human expertise.
Others are partly or completely
automated. And rather than compet-
ing with one another, they are often
complementary — HealthMap is
intertwined with ProMed and helps
run its online infrastructure.

“These tools can help hold feet
to the fire for government agencies,”
said John Brownstein, who runs the
HealthMap system as chief innova-
tion officer at Boston Children’s
Hospital. “It forces people to be more
open.”

The last 48 hours of 2019 were
a critical time for understanding the
new virus and its significance. Earlier
on December 30, Wuhan Central
Hospital doctor Li Wenliang warned
his former classmates about the
virus in a social media group — a

move that led local authorities to
summon him for questioning sever-
al hours later.

Li, who died on February 7 after
contracting the virus, told The New
York Times that it would have been
better if officials had disclosed infor-
mation about the epidemic earlier.
“There should be more openness and
transparency,” he said.

ProMed reports are often incor-
porated into other outbreak warning
systems, including those run by the
World Health Organisation, the
Canadian government and the
Toronto startup BlueDot. WHO
also pools data from HealthMap and
other sources.

Computer systems that scan
online reports for information about
disease outbreaks rely on natural lan-
guage processing, the same branch
of artificial intelligence that helps
answer questions posed to a search
engine or digital voice assistant. But
the algorithms can only be as effec-
tive as the data they are scouring, said
Nita Madhav, CEO of San Francisco-
based disease monitoring firm
Metabiota, which first notified its
clients about the outbreak in early
January.

Madhav said that inconsistency
in how different agencies report
medical data can stymie algorithms.

The text-scanning programmes
extract keywords from online text
but may fumble when organisations
variously report new virus cases in
a given time interval. The potential
for confusion means there’s almost
always still a person involved in
reviewing the data.

“There’s still a bit of human in
the loop,” Madhav said. Andrew
Beam, a Harvard University epi-
demiologist, said that scanning
online reports for key words can help
reveal trends but the accuracy
depends on the quality of the data.
He also notes that these techniques
aren’t so novel.

“There is an art to intelligently
scraping web sites,” Beam said. “But
it’s also Google’s core technology
since the 1990s.” Google itself start-
ed its own Flu Trends service to
detect outbreaks in 2008 by looking
for patterns in search queries about
flu symptoms. Experts criticised it for
overestimating flu prevalence.
Google shut down the website in
2015 and handed its technology to
nonprofit organisations such as
HealthMap to use Google data to
build their own models.

In early January, Isaac Bogoch,
a researcher at Toronto General
Hospital, analysed commercial flight
data with BlueDot founder Kamran
Khan to see which cities outside
mainland China were most connect-
ed to Wuhan.

Wuhan stopped outbound com-
mercial air travel in late January —
but not before an estimated five mil-
lion people had fled the city, as the
Wuhan mayor later told reporters.
“We showed that the highest volume
of flights from Wuhan were to
Thailand, Japan, and Hong Kong,”
Bogoch said. “Lo and behold, a few
days later we started to see cases pop
up in these places.” In 2016, the
researchers used a similar approach
to predict the spread of the Zika virus
from Brazil to southern Florida.

Now that government have
launched measures to curb disease
transmission, it’s harder to build algo-
rithms for predictions, Bogoch said.

Artificial intelligence depends on
prior data to train computers how to
interpret new facts. But there are no
close parallels to the way China is
enforcing quarantine zones that
impact hundreds of millions of peo-
ple. C��

What’s your definition of
mainstream? Something
that catches the com-

mon eye easily? For filmmaker
Faraz Arif Ansari, it’s something
that each and every person present
can relate to. “When we talk about
mainstream, our understanding of
it is quite limited. We think there
would be dance, music, drama,
action or some comedy. But the
term’s actual meaning is ‘universal.’
Everyone in the room should
relate to what is being showcased.
It doesn’t need to be loud or have
a wedding. And it can still be called
mainstream with elements as sub-
tle as they could be. My film very
much tries to re-define and re-
explore what mainstream is and
should be,” says the director of
short film Sheer Qorma, starring
Shabana Azmi, Divya Dutta and
Swara Bhasker, which is set to hit
the screens soon.

For Faraz, cinema has forgot-
ten how to depict love. “Love is
multi-layered. We’re just worried
about plot-lines and how to sell it.
If you look at Bollywood films,
depicting the problems of the
LGBTQ have just become a topic
to cash in on a popular trend. They
don’t genuinely exercise the prac-
tice of inclusion. The issue has only
become commercial. But I just
focus on how many lives my work
is going to change,” says he.

The film, he adds, is, hence,
also a lot about representation. He
tells us, “I have to break this pat-
tern in the industry where people
are so non-inclusive even though
they harp about inclusion all the
time. Around 96 per cent of my
crew and cast in Sheer Qorma were
women, which is intentional
because representation matters,
no matter how big or small.”

It was after Sisak, the award-
winning short film and the first
Indian silent LGBTQ love story,
that Faraz felt that something
more needs to be done around the
issue, while focussing on women.
“I realised that nobody is talking
about women in the queer diaspo-
ra. The conversations are still very
related to men. There is so much
of patriarchy and inherent misog-
yny even within the queer commu-
nity. You’ll always come across sto-
ries of a man loving another man.
But when it comes to a woman lov-
ing another woman, people get
uncomfortable for some strange
reason. They don’t want to talk

about it,” he says, explaining why
he decided to give this film an
angle where women explore their
love for each other in the backdrop
of a Muslim household.

Produced by Marijke De
Souza, the film, Sheer Qorma,
Faraz says, is a gentle, heart-rend-
ing narrative of the longing for love
and acceptance felt by queer chil-
dren in their households. The
story is told through delicate char-
acters of courageous Muslim queer
women. With multiple themes of
ethnicity and culture at play with-
in the narrative, the story sensitive-
ly confronts the harsh reality of dis-

rupted family dynamics through a
sensitive and universal tale.

Faraz says that he has woven
a lot of themes into the narrative
to make the audience think over it
sensitively. He points out that
there is a common perception
that queer people don’t have a reli-
gion or a family. He adds, “But
that’s not true. Why isn’t anybody
making a film about us? We’re real
people like everybody else. I iden-
tify as a gay, non-binary, Muslim
person. For me, my religion has
always been a part of me as much
as my sexuality. And our genera-
tion is more about co-existing

rather than discarding. I felt that
while I am talking about LGBTQ
women, I should also address the
persisting Islamophobia, which
too exists within the queer com-
munity in the Indian and Middle
East belt. This is why the film has
so many layers. It is layered with
women, non-binary people, Islam,
nationality, identity, and sexual
preferences. Moreover, the portray-
al of Muslim women has been very
stereotypical in Hindi cinema.”

He tells us that his inspiration
for this film has been his khala
jaan (mother’s eldest sister), who
he calls a “badass” or a tough

woman at a time when it wasn’t
even normal for women to be
rebels. “She never got married and
was the manager of one of India’s
leading banks. She brought up her
siblings when they lost their par-
ents. She would tell me not to lis-
ten to anyone and do my own
thing. I grew up with her courage.
My mother, on the other hand, has
been the complete opposite. She’s
very worried about what people
would think, which is probably
why, even though I came out to her
when I was 21, she still hasn’t fully
accepted me. She still hopes that
one day, I will get better and realise
that it was just a phase.”

Growing up around inspiring
women, who’ve done some path-
breaking things in their lives, you
certainly gain a very different
understanding of the world. He
says, “I’ve always wanted to make
films. It started with me as a child,
who used to stage elaborate skits
with characters like Barbie and He-
Man for family gatherings during
festivals. It’s not a very toxic-mas-
culinity kind of understanding.
Even my father is a very gentle
creature. And the film, too, has no
man surrounding the women
because in Bollywood, even
though the films that have been
about women, there is always
some man bringing in the mas-
culinity some way or the other.

This is way different from that.
This one is all about love and why
it’s the only thing we need to win
hearts. Hate cannot heal the
world.”

The filmmaker says that his
fight is also with the terms “nor-
mal” and “different.” He says, “In
school, I heard a lot of ‘he’s not like
us’, or ‘he’s so different’ or ‘he’s not
normal’. When we talk about ‘nor-
malising’ it, I even hate the term
normal. It makes it seem like we
are talking about something that
is otherwise not usual or present
around us. So when my sexuality
and being a Muslim came into play
together as part of my identity, I
just carried on with my life and did
what I believed in.”

Fighting yet another mental-
ity, the Taare Zameen Par writer
and  creative director points out
that if two women are in love, the
perception is that the love must be
different from the rest. He says,
“I’m trying to fight this mindset.
I had interacted with many women
and shared my draft with them.
They’d ask, ‘How did you know
about our lives?’ I’d answer, ‘By
knowing about my life’.”

He adds that the biggest com-
pliment, perhaps, came from actor
Shabana Azmi when she called the
film “gender-free.”

(The film’s trailer will be
released on February 25.)
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A young 17th-century witch time travels to the

future to save the man she loves, but first must adjust
to present-day Cartagena and defeat a dark rival.
Starring Angely Gaviria, Óscar Casas and Sofía Araujo,
season 2 releases on February 28 on Netflix.

�	������������
After 250 years on ice, a prisoner returns to life in a

new body with one chance to win his freedom: by solving
a mind-bending murder. Starring Anthony Mackie, Lela
Loren and Simone Missick, season 2 releases February 27
on Netflix. 
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Two teens facing personal struggles form a powerful

bond as they embark on a cathartic journey chronicling
the wonders of Indiana. Starring Elle Fanning, Justice
Smith and Luke Wilson, the film releases on Netflix on
February 28. 
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Left-arm spinner Siddharth Desai
grabbed a fifer as Gujarat

thrashed minnows Goa by a whop-
ping 464 runs to storm into the Ranji
Trophy semifinals, here on Sunday.

Set a daunting target of 629 for
an improbable win, Goa were bun-
dled out for 164 in their second essay
on day 4 of the quarterfinals at the
Sardar Patel Stadium.

Desai (5-81) ran through the
Goa batsmen and got able support
from pacer Arzan Nagwaswalla (4-
18).

Barring Suyash Prabhudessai
(66), no other Goa batsman could
even put up a fight.

Earlier, Goa’s medium-pacer
Lakshay Garg (4/30) grabbed four
quick wickets as Gujarat declared
their second innings for 199/6, with
an overall lead of 628 runs.

����
����
�����
��  ��	Karnataka took the crucial
first-innings lead after bowling out
Jammu and Kashmir for 192 on the
fourth day.

Resuming the day on 88 for two
in reply to Karnataka’s 206, Jammu

and Kashmir let the
advantage slip by losing
wickets at regular inter-
vals to be bundled out
in 62.4 overs.

Pacer M Prasidh Krishna
(4/42) impressed once again
as he returned with a four-
wicket haul, while Jagadeesha
Suchith (2/46) and Ronit More
(2/40) grabbed two wickets each and
Krishnappa Gowtham (1/30)
claimed one.

For the hosts, Abdul Samad
scored a 50-ball 43. 

In their second essay, Karnataka
reached 245 for four in 67 overs with
opener Ravikumar Samarth (74)
and Krishnamurthy Siddharth (75
not out) doing the bulk of the scor-
ing.

������ ��������� ������
�����	Bengal put up a strong bat-
ting display in their second essay to

virtually seal a semifinal
berth with a massive 443-
run lead over Odisha.

At close on the
penultimate day, Bengal were
361 for seven following half
centuries from Shreevats
Goswami (78), Abhishek

Raman (67) and Shahbaz
Ahmed’s unbeaten 52.

It was almost all over for Odisha
as there was no sign of a declaration
from Bengal, who already had
secured three points by virtue of a
first-innings lead to put one step
into the semifinals.

���������� 
���
�
!��!���	Saurashtra batted Andhra
out of their quarterfinal by extend-
ing their overall lead to a mammoth
658 runs.

By stumps on the fourth day,
Saurashtra had made 375 for nine
in their second innings.
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The Indian batsmen,
caught between
over-cautiousness

and impetuosity, produced
yet another inept batting
performance to put New
Zealand firmly on the dri-
ver’s seat at the end of third
day’s play in the first Test
here at Basin Reserve on
Sunday.

At stumps, India
reached 144 for 4 in their
second innings as the top-
order found Trent Boult’s
(3/27 in 16 overs) high-
quality swing bowling too
hot to handle.

India now trail New
Zealand by 39 runs going
into fourth day, which
could well be the final day
of this game unless
Ajinkya Rahane (25 bat-
ting, 67 balls) and Hanuma
Vihari (15 batting, 70
balls) show the art of sur-
vival that was distinctly
lacking in some of the
other top-order batsmen.

Asked what kind of
total can be defended in
the fourth innings, senior
spinner Ravichandran
Ashwin remained non-
committal.

“I know to keep it sim-
ple and say this is defend-
able and this is not, (it) is
pretty much how you
would want me to present
it, but it’s too much — like
six sessions to go and we
are not even at a stage
where we can say what is

a good score to defend,” he
said.

There is still some-
thing there in the Basin
Reserve pitch, reckoned
Ashwin.

“We have to take every
ball at a time to be honest
because there is  st i l l
enough in the surface. We
are not yet in a stage of the
game from our perspective

where we can look at it
very far.”

After New Zealand’s
tail wagged big time to
post a good first innings
total of 348, the deficit of
183 understandably put
India under severe pres-

sure.
If Cheteshwar Pujara

(11 off 81 balls) paid for
his ultra-defensive mind-
set shouldering arms to an
in-dipper, skipper Virat
Kohli’s (19 off 43 balls)
split-second indiscretion
became his undoing as he
went for a needless pull-
shot to a well-disguised
short ball.

Mayank Agarwal (58
off 99 balls) was impressive
in one session and lost
concentration in the sec-
ond, ditto to what hap-
pened on the first day and
was caught down the leg-
side.

The bowler on both
the occasion was Boult,
who successfully took over
the job of tormenting the
Indian batsmen from Tim
Southee (1/41 in 15 overs)
and Kyle Jamieson (0/33 in
17 overs). It was a top-class
seam and swing bowling
show on a third day pitch,
which still had something
for fast bowlers.

Boult bowled with a lot
of fire as he exposed
Prithvi Shaw’s (14 off 30
balls) poor technique, lay-
ing a trap for the opening
batsman.

A short ball hurried
the f lamboyant
Mumbaikar, whose huge
back-lift became his undo-
ing. By the time the ball
grew big on him, he was
fending it awkwardly with
a closed bat and at the
short square-leg Tom
Latham was waiting glee-
fully for that chance.

Pujara and Agarwal
did add 51 runs for the sec-
ond wicket but it was large-
ly because of the Karnataka
opener, who played his
shots and showed positive
intent. He, in fact, hit Ajaz
Patel for a six and a four
but Pujara, at the other
end, only looked keen on
defending.

Just like first innings,
Pujara was leaving balls on
length but at one stage, he
was stuck on personal
score of 6 for 28 consecu-
tive balls. While leaving
Jamieson from length was
not an issue, Pujara did not
account for Boult, shoul-
dering arms a delivery that
came in sharply.

In the first session,
Jamieson (44) continued
with his dream debut as he
and No 11 Boult belted the
Indian bowlers for fun.

Ishant Sharma (5/68
in 22.2 overs) remained the
stand-out bowler for India. 
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Najmul Hossain and skipper
Mominul Haque hit half-centuries

as Bangladesh replied strongly to
Zimbabwe in their one-off Test in
Dhaka on Sunday.

Najmul made 71 off 139 balls
while Mominul was unbeaten on 79 as
Bangladesh
reached 240-
3 at stumps
on the sec-
ond day,
trailing Zimbabwe by 25 runs in the first
innings.

Pace bowler Abu Jayed earlier fin-
ished with a career-best 4-71, as
Zimbabwe were bowled out for 265 in
the opening session, after the visitors
resumed on 228-6.

Najmul, who struck seven fours in
his fluent innings, led Bangladesh’s ini-
tial batting charge after Victor Nyauchi
removed opener Saif Hasan for eight to
give Zimbabwe an early breakthrough.

He was involved in partnerships of
78 and 76 runs with Tamim Iqbal and
Mominul on his way to a maiden Test
fifty in only his fourth match.

Tamim made 41 runs before he
edged Donald Tiripano to wicketkeep-
er Regis Chakabva.

Charlton Tshuma dismissed
Najmul for his maiden Test wicket as
Chakabva claimed a third catch behind
the stumps.

Mominul, who hit nine fours, and
Mushfiqur saw off the day without fur-
ther damage as they shared 68 runs in
an unbroken fourth-wicket stand.

Mushfiqur, who returned to the side
after skipping the previous Test against
Pakistan, remained unbeaten on 32.

Zimbabwe earlier added 37 runs to
their overnight score before Jayed and
left-arm spinner Taijul Islam wrapped
up their innings.

Jayed dismissed overnight batsman
Tiripano for eight when he nicked an
edge to wicketkeeper Liton Das in the
seventh over.

The same bowler trapped Ainsley
Ndlovu leg before for a duck in his next
over.
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Their confidence on a high after
the impressive win over title

holders Australia, India will look
to carry forward the momentum
against a plucky Bangladesh in
their second Group A match of
the ICC Women’s T20 World Cup
here today.

L e g - s p i n n e r
Poonam Yadav’s
magical spell helped
India beat Australia
by 17 runs in the
tournament opener
on Friday but the Harmanpreet
Kaur-led side can’t afford to take
Bangladesh lightly as their eastern
neighbours had beaten them
twice in the 2018 T20 Asia Cup.

Jemimah Rodrigues and 16-
year-old promising opener Shafali
Verma, who hit a typically aggres-
sive 29 off 15 balls against
Australia, were not a part of that
Asia Cup team and the duo will
need to play crucial roles if India
want to beat Bangladesh.

In the last five meetings
between the two sides, India lead
3-2 on head-to-head record and
a win today will take them clos-
er to the knock-out rounds from
the five-team group.

India will, however, need to
improve their batting perfor-
mance as they scored a below par
132 against Australia.

Since the tri-series preceding
this World Cup, the Indian batting
has been inconsistent and has not
posted big totals barring a few
matches.

Captain Harmanpreet and
opener Smriti Mandhana, who
both have done well in the tri-
series before this World Cup,
contributed little with the bat in
the previous match and both will
need to fire for India to put up a
big total or chase down a target.

Another key middle-order
batswoman Deepti Sharma came

good against Australia with an
unbeaten 49 off 46 balls and she
would look to continue her good
form.

Medium pacer Shikha
Pandey also bowled well against
Australia and Harmanpreet is
happy that her team is not depen-
dent on a few players only.

For Bangladesh, the key play-
ers will be all-rounder Jahanara
Alam and top-order batswoman
Fargana Hoque.

The 26-year-old seasoned
Hoque has a T20I hundred to her
name. She had played a major role
in Bangladesh’s group stage win
over India in 2018 T20 Asia Cup.

Alam is another key player for
Bangladesh and she was a part of
the IPL Velocity team under
Mithali Raj in India’s domestic
Women’s T20 Challenge tourna-
ment in Jaipur last year.
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Gabriel Jesus struck late
to give Manchester

City a 1-0 win at
Leicester on
Saturday, strength-
ening their hold
on second place
behind champi-
ons-in-waiting
L i v e r p o o l
despite more
woe from the
penalty spot.

P e p
Guardiola’s men
have endured a turbulent
week after they were banned
from European club compe-
titions for two years for
breaches of financial fair play
rules.

But a second-half winner
from substitute Jesus after
Sergio Aguero had failed to

convert a penalty put them 17
points clear of Tottenham and
sends them into their midweek
match against Real Madrid in

good spirits.
City looked like

they might have to
settle for a draw
after squandering
their fourth penal-
ty in a row in the

Premier League,
with each being

missed by a different
player.

“We have missed
four penalties in a row
but maybe we will
shoot a penalty when
we need it to win
s o m e t h i n g , ”
Guardiola told the
BBC. “The keepers
are good too, but the

next one we are going to
score.”
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Lazio kept their bid for a first Serie
A title in 20 years on track as a

3-2 victory at Genoa on Sunday kept
them one points behind leaders
Juventus, but four Serie A football
matches were postponed amid grow-
ing coronavirus fears in northern
Italy.

Reigning champions Juve had
edged out bottom club SPAL 2-1 on
Saturday, but Lazio responded to
keep the pressure on at the top,
extending their unbeaten run in the
league to 20 games in the north-west-
ern port city.

Third-placed Inter Milan, who
are six points behind Juve, saw their
game scheduled for later on Sunday
at the San Siro postponed, with
Thursday’s Europa League match
against Bulgarian club Ludogorets at
risk, along with next weekend’s
league clash with Juventus in Turin.

Three other top-flight matches
were also pushed back — between

Torino and Parma, Atalanta versus
Sassuolo and Hellas Verona against
Cagliari.

Prime Minister Giuseppe Conte
announced late on Saturday evening

that all sporting events in two north-
ern regions would be suspended on
Sunday.

Strong measures are being taken
in Italy with over 132 con-
firmed cases in an outbreak
that has claimed two lives in
the country.

“I think it’s right to take
the necessary precautions,”
said Lazio coach Simone
Inzaghi.

“Do a lot of prevention, try to
defeat and understand the problem
by stopping the championship,
because we shouldn’t underestimate
what is happening.”

In Genoa, Adam Marusic scored
the opener for Lazio with less than
two minutes on the clock before Ciro
Immobile, the top flight’s leading
scorer this season, netted his 27th
Serie A goal of the campaign six min-

utes into the second half.
The Italian striker pulled six

goals clear of Juventus star Cristiano
Ronaldo who scored for a record-

equalling 11th consecutive Serie
A game in his 1,000th profes-
sional match against SPAL.

Francesco Cassata pulled
one back for the relegation-
threatened hosts, but Danilo
Cataldi secured Lazio all three

points despite Domenico Criscito's
late consolation.

“We’re doing something great.
The lads know it and I’m not hiding
from saying it,” said Inzaghi.

“In 21 games between the cham-
pionship and the Super Cup we have
won 17 times. In other champi-
onships we would be first, but here
you have to fight with Juve and Inter.

“We are there in the chase and
we will try to fight.”
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Eden Hazard’s season
could be at risk after

Real Madrid
announced on
Sunday that he
had fractured
his right ankle
during his
team’s 1-0 La
Liga defeat at Levante.

Belgium forward
Hazard, whose first season
at Real has been plagued
by injury, will now miss Wednesday's Champions
League last 16 clash with Manchester City and the
Clasico with league leaders Barcelona next week-
end.

Madrid did not announce a recovery time for
Hazard but his latest setback will be a worry for
Belgium boss Roberto Martinez ahead of Euro 2020
this summer.

On Saturday, Madrid coach Zinedine admit-
ted that the 29-year-old’s injury “doesn’t look good”
ahead of those two huge matches, which could
define his side’s season.
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South Africa's bowlers held
their nerve as the hosts

bounced back from a record
defeat to win the second T20I
against Australia at St George's
Park on Sunday.

Opening batsman David
Warner hit an unbeaten 67 for
Australia but it wasn't enough as
South Africa defended a modest
total of 158 for four to win by 12
runs and level the three-match
series.

Australia lost three wickets
for eight runs in the last 2.1 overs
to finish on 146 for six. It was
their first T20 defeat in nine
matches going back to November
2018.

South Africa captain
Quinton de Kock was named
man of the match after he
slammed 70 off 47 balls to get the
home team off to a blazing start
as they set out to recover from a
record 107-run defeat in the first

match in Johannesburg on
Friday.

He hit two sixes in the sec-
ond over, bowled by Pat
Cummins, and raced to 50 off 31
balls.

Warner, Aaron Finch and
Steve Smith got Australia off to
a similarly fast start but both
teams found scoring increasing-
ly difficult on a slow pitch with
low bounce as the ball lost its
shine and hardness.

“We realised the new ball is
really key with the bat,” said De
Kock. “It gets more difficult
towards the end so we were try-
ing to capitalise on the powerplay.

“We thought 160 was par
because we know this wicket. It
was always going to be more dif-
ficult towards the end.”

The series decider takes
place on Wednesday at
Newlands in Cape Town, the
scene of the ball-tampering
scandal which led to bans for
Smith and Warner.
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���%��	Bangladesh have called up
uncapped batsmen Mohammad
Naim and Afif Hossain for their 15-
man squad for the first two ODIs
of a three-match series against
Zimbabwe next month.

Naim and Afif have played
T20 for Bangladesh, but were not
part of the ODI side to be led by
pacer Mashrafe Mortaza.

Mashrafe was retained as cap-
tain despite concerns over his
future, and will lead the side for the
first time since the World Cup last
year.

Batsman Liton Das and all-
rounder Mohammad Saifuddin
also return to the ODI side after
missing the previous series against
Sri Lanka in July.

The first two ODIs against
Zimbabwe will be held in Sylhet on
March 1 and 3. AFP
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Jitender Kumar sealed his place
in the Indian team for the
Olympic Qualifiers with a

Silver medal at the Asian
Championship here on Sunday, a
result that could slam the Tokyo
Games door on veteran Sushil
Kumar.

Two-time Olympic medallist
Sushil had skipped the continen-
tal event citing an injury.

A Gold eluded India on the
second day of the men’s freestyle
competition with Deepak Punia
(86kg) and Rahul Aware (61kg)
finishing with Bronze medals.

Up against Kazakhstan’s
Daniyar Kaisanov, Jitender
showed tremendous defensive
skill, but was lacking in attack.
The Indian lost 1-3 to the defend-
ing champion.

However, his performance
was enough to convince the
national federation that he should
travel to Bishkek, Kyrgyzstan for
the Olympic Qualifiers, without
a re-trial.

It means that Sushil, who also
competes in 74kg, will have to
wait and see how Jitender fares in
Bishkek, where the finalists will
directly qualify for the Tokyo

Games.
If Jitender reaches the Gold

medal bout there, it will affect the
prospect of Sushil, who has been
struggling since the 2018 Asian
Games.

If Jitender fails to seal an
Olympic quota in Bishkek, the
last chance would be through a
World qualifying event in April.

“I tried one move towards the
end but could not execute it
properly, it could have got me the
Gold. There are improvements in
the my game and it could be seen.
This Silver is special. Now I will
try harder to get Olympic quota,”
said Jitender.

His attacking moves from a
distance were not good enough to
get a good grip on his rivals.
Largely, he was defending from
standing position.

In fact, in the semifinal
against his Mongolian opponent,
all three points were scored on
passivity and the bouts lacked
flare.

Before that, Jitender had won
his qualification bout rather eas-
ily but just about managed to win
his following bouts against Iran’s
Mostafa Mohabbali Hosseinkhani
(2-2) and Mongolia’s Sumiyabazar
Zandanbud (2-1).

“We will not have trials in any
category in men’s free style. We
will see how our wrestlers per-
form in Bishkek,” Wrestling
Federation of India (WFI) pres-
ident Brij Bhushan Sharan Singh
said.

Much to the disappointment
of the home fans, world champi-
onship Silver medallist Deepak
lost his 86kg semifinal to Japan’s
Shutaro Yamada.

His style was identical to
Jitender’s and his moves from dis-

tance did not yield the desired
result.

Against Yamada, the only
points he scored from a takedown
were removed after a successful
challenge from his opponent’s
camp.

In the fight for
Bronze against Issa
A b d u l s a l a m
Abdulwahhab Al
Obaidi, the
Indian looked a
different man,
winning it
easily. He
defated his
Iraqi rival
by technical
superiority.

“I had not
trained enough because
of an injury I suffered
during training after I
arrived in India from
Russia. I had six stitched
just above my right eye,”
Deepak, who won a Silver
at 2019 Worlds, said.

In the non-Olympic
61kg category, Rahul,
who won a Bronze at
the Worlds in Nur
Sultan, paid the price
for being overconfi-

dent as his unnecessary chal-
lenges cost him dearly.

His movement was terrific
and so were his attacks but
untimely challenges resulted in
him losing points in both the
quarterfinal and semifinal.

In a fast-paced, high-scoring
quarterfinal bout against
Uzbekistan’s Jahongirmirza
Turobov, Rahul won 11-9, large-
ly because of his superior defence.

The Pune grappler lost his
semifinal to Kyrgyzstan’s
Ulukbek Zholdoshbekov 3-5.

He won Bronze after
downing Iran’s Majid Almas

Dastan 4-2 in an exciting
bout.

In the 125kg,
Satender won his

qualification bout
but later lost his
qu ar te r f i n a l
and repechage

rounds.
In the 92kg,

Somveer’s challenge last-
ed just 24 seconds
against his Uzbek rival
Ajiniyaz Saparniyazov. 
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����
���� Indian men’s doubles
pair of Achanta Sharath Kamal
and Gnanasekaran Sathiyan set-
tled for a Silver medal at the ITTF
World Tour Hungarian Open
after losing the summit clash to
German combination of Benedikt
Duda and Patrick Franziska.

The Indian pair, which
defeated top seeds Ho Kwan Kit
and Wong Chun Ting of Hong
Kong 3-2 in the semi-finals, put
up a strong effort in the summit
clash but eventually went down
fighting 5-11, 9-11, 11-8, 9-11 to
the 16th seeds German pair in a
30-minute showdown on
Saturday.

It is Sharath Kamal’s second
medal from the prestigious tour-
nament. He also won a Bronze
with Manika Batra in mixed
doubles. PTI

 ��������	Stefanos Tsitsipas suc-
cessfully defended his Marseille title
on Sunday with a straightforward
victory over Felix Auger-Aliassime.

Greek star Tsitsipas eased to a
6-3, 6-4 win to leave Felix still wait-
ing for his maiden ATP title after
his fifth final defeat.

Tsitsipas, who had arrived in
southern France with a 3-4 losing
record this season, enjoyed an
emphatic return to form as he
clinched his fifth ATP trophy.

“I did well mentally,” said
Tsitsipas. “I didn’t crack when I was
under pressure.”

Auger-Aliassime would have
been confident of finally ending his
wait for tournament success after
two wins from his three previous
meetings with Tsitsipas, but has still
failed to even win a set in his five

Tour-level finals.
“Playing a final is wonderful,

you have to have that perspective,
remember that everything is going
in the right direction despite every-
thing,” said Auger-Aliassime.

“It’s heavy, losing every time in
the final. There is a little doubt...
when will it be my turn?”

World number six Tsitsipas,
the ATP Finals champion, broke in
the third game and saved three
break points to serve out the open-
ing set. The second seed got the
better of a run of three successive
breaks in the second set to move
4-3 in front and only dropped one
more point on serve.

He will now travel to the UAE
for the Dubai C’ships, where he is
second seed behind number one
Novak Djokovic. AFP
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