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The riot-hit areas of North-
east Delhi, which had wit-

nessed the dance of death in the
last four days, seemed to be
returning to normalcy on
Thursday with heavy deploy-
ment of the Delhi Police and
Central Armed Police Forces
(CAPFs) on roads. Although
no violence was reported on
Wednesday and Thursday,
there was palpable sense of fear
in the areas. 

The security forces con-
ducted flag march in the areas
that saw communal violence
over the CAA. 

Meanwhile, two more male
bodies were found in a drain in
Johri Enclave on Thursday. A
few case arsons in Maujpur,
Bhajanpura and other areas
were reported in the wee hours
of Thursday. Some vehicles
shops were set on fire. 

Meanwhile, the Delhi
Police booked Aam Aadmi
Party (AAP) councillor Tahir
Hussain for alleged involve-
ment in communal riots and
the murder of an IB official,
Ankit Sharma. Reaction quick-
ely, the AAP on Thursday
evening suspended its coun-
cillor from primary member-
ship of party till completion of
probe. 

Hussain has been slapped
with other charges under var-

ious sections of the IPC, a
senior police official said. Police
also took possession of all the
incendiary materials found
from his house and sealed the
house. His other premises,
including the office and shop,
were also sealed, they said.

Police have received the
autopsy to the slain Intelligence
Bureau staffer whose body was
fished out from Chand Bagh
drain flowing near the house of
Hussain. Ankit was repeatedly
stabbed over hours and there
was not even a single part of his
body that was left without stab
injuries, said sources, adding
that his intestines were ripped
apart and he had suffered
unimaginable brutality.  

Earlier, in Yamuna Vihar,
three to four people were seen
burning vehicles on Thursday
around 4 am. A few kilometres
away, a charred board of a pri-
vate school in Brijpuri read
“Welcome to a very happy
school.” The 52-year-old Arun
Modern Senior Secondary
School looks no less than a
cemetery, said an official, look-
ing around at the damage
which he estimated to be over
�70 lakh.

Most shops were closed
with their shutters bearing
marks of the violence that it
had witnessed over the last few
days and people chose to stay
indoors. Some of the residents

in Chand Bagh and Jaffrabad
were seen on Thursday clean-
ing the roads which were lit-
tered with stones and sticks. 

On Thursday, the Delhi
Police transferred the riots
probe to the Crime Branch and
formed two Special
Investigation Teams (SITs).
“The situation in the North-
east is normal right now and no
untoward incident has been
reported today. Sufficient force
has been deployed at every area
and senior officers are moni-
toring the situation. The num-
bers of distress call have been
reduced. We have received call
on the two help lines which we
released yesterday,” said
Mandeep Singh Randhawa,
the Additional Commissioner
of Police, Crime.

“A total of 48 First
Information Reports (FIRs)
have been registered for arson,
looting and the deaths. Police
have evidence and registering
FIRs. Police conducted around
350 meetings with Aman
Committee in Delhi specifically
in North-east district,” said
Randhawa. “The investigation
of the cases is going on and
police have received evidence.
Police teams are also conduct-
ing raids in different areas to
nab the miscreants involved in
arson and rioting,” Randhwa
further said. 

Continued on Page 4
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Shiromani Akali Dal MP
Naresh Gujral said on

Thursday that the Delhi Police’s
“inaction” towards protecting
the lives and properties of
minorities in the national
Capital is “reminiscent” of the
1984 anti-Sikh riots.

The lawmaker, whose party
is a BJP ally, said no one wants
a repeat of what happened in
1984. Speaking to PTI after
shooting off a letter to Delhi
Police chief Amulya Patnaik,
Gujral, the son of former Prime
Minister IK Gujral, said that
minorities in certain parts of
Delhi are “frightened”. 

Continued on Page 4
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The Government’s decision
to shift Delhi High Court

judge Justice S Muralidhar,
hours after he slammed the
police for not registering a
case against three BJP leaders
for their alleged hate speeches,
has triggered a major row. 

While the Congress said
the “midnight” notification
was “shameful”, the Centre
accused the Opposition party
of politicising a “routine” shift
on the February 12 recom-

mendation of the Supreme
Court collegium.

The Opposition has
flagged “timing” of the decision
as its main concern and also
reminded the Centre that it sat
on Supreme Court’s collegium
recommendation for months
when it did not suit its interests. 

The Union Law Ministry
on Wednesday issued three
separate notifications for the
transfer of Justice Muralidhar
and two other judges — Justice

Ranjit Vasantrao More of the
Bombay High Court and
Justice Ravi Vijay Kumar
Malimath of the Karnataka
High Court. Justice Muralidhar
was transferred to the Punjab
& Haryana High Court.

The notifications said
President Ram Nath Kovind
approved the transfers after
consulting the Chief Justice of
India. 

The Supreme Court
Collegium, in a meeting on
February 12, had recommend-
ed transfer of Justice
Muralidhar to Punjab and
Haryana High Court.

Law Minister Ravi Shankar
Prasad said Justice Muralidhar
was transferred on the recom-
mendation of the Supreme
Court Collegium and accused
the Opposition party of politi-
cising a routine transfer. 

Continued on Page 4
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The death toll in the North-
east Delhi communal riots

reached 38 on Thursday with
over 250 severely injured
receiving treatment, said senior
officials.

“Over 215 riot victims have
been brought to our hospital
and treated since February 24.
However, at present only 51
patients are admitted. The con-
dition of almost all patients,
except one, is stable,” said Sunil
Kumar, GTB Hospital  Medical
Superintendent.

People injured over anti-
CAA violence are being treat-
ed in three hospitals — GTB,
LNJP, and Jag Pravesh Chand
hospital. According to hospital
authorities, 34 deaths have

been reported from GTB, and
three from LNJP, and one from
Jag Pravesh Chand hospital. 

GTB Hospital authorities
said most of the people were
brought with very serious

injuries. “At least 25 patients
were brought dead and nine
succumbed to injuries. Many of
them were critically injured
with their skulls smashed and
beaten “brutally” by kind of an
iron rod,” a senior doctor of
GTB hospital said.

Family members were seen
running from pillar to post,
enquiring about their loved
ones from hospital authorities.
Some of them claimed that nei-
ther police nor the hospital
authorities are telling them
exactly when the post-mortem
will be conducted.

Kehkasha Begum, a resi-
dent of Maujpur, said her hus-
band got injured when he was
coming back to home after
work. 

Continued on Page 4
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Prime Minister Narendra
Modi will on Saturday lay

the foundation stone
for the 296-km-long
Bundelkhand Expressway in
Uttar Pradesh’s Chitrakoot. 

The expressway will be
supplementing the nodes of the
Uttar Pradesh Defence
Industrial Corridor announced
by the government in February
2018, a statement from the
Prime Minister’s Office (PMO)
maintained on Thursday.

The Uttar Pradesh
Government is constructing
the Bundelkhand Expressway,
which will pass through
Chitrakoot, Banda, Hamirpur
and Jalaun districts. 

The expressway will link
the Bundelkhand area to the
national capital through the
Agra-Lucknow Expressway and
the Yamuna Expressway.

The prime minister will
also be launching 10,000 farm-
ers’ producer organisations all
over the country at Chitrakoot
on that day.

Nearly 86 per cent of farm-
ers are small and marginal
with average land holdings in
the country being less than 1.1
hectare.  These small, margin-
al and landless farmers face
tremendous challenges during
agriculture production phase
such as for access to technolo-

gy, quality seed, fertilisers and
pesticides, including requisite
finances.

They also face tremendous
challenges in marketing their
produce due to lack of eco-
nomic strength, the statement
pointed out. FPOs (Farmer
Producer Organisations) help
in collectivisation of such farm-
ers in order to give them the
collective strength to deal with
such issues. 

Members of the FPO will
manage their activities togeth-
er in the organisation to get
better access to technology,
input, finance and market for
faster enhancement of their
income.

“Though the report of
‘Doubling of Farmer’s Income’
recommended formation of
7,000 FPOs by 2022 towards
convergence of efforts for dou-
bling farmers’ income, the cen-

tral government announced
the creation of 10,000 new
FPOs to ensure economies of
scale for farmers over 

the next five years,” it said.
In Allahabad, Modi will be

distributing assistive aids and
devices to senior citizens, under
the Rashtriya Vayoshri Yojana,
and people with disablities,
under the ADIP scheme, at a
mega distribution camp.

This is the biggest ever dis-
tribution camp being held in
the country in terms of the
number of beneficiaries cov-
ered, number of appliances
distributed and value of aids
and appliances distributed, the
statement said. At the camp,
over 56,000 assistive aids and
devices of different types will be
distributed free of cost to more
than 26,000 of beneficiaries.
The cost of the aids and devices
is over �19 crore, it said.
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Aday after surrendering at a
Rampur court and being

remanded in judicial custody
there, SP MP Azam Khan, his
wife and son were on Thursday
shifted to Sitapur jail, where
party chief Akhilesh Yadav
met them. After meeting Khan,
Yadav said the Smajwadi party
party MP has been targeted by
the BJP under a “political con-
spiracy”.

“I met Azam sahab. His
wife is not well and son also has
injury in his hand. I hope the
jail administration will provide
them due facilities. After the
BJP came to power, Azam
Khan was targeted. It was a
political conspiracy due to
which he was sent to jail. The
court will help him,” he said.

Akhilesh was talking to
reporters after meeting Azam
Khan, his legislator-wife Tazeen
Fatma and MLA-son Abdullah
Azam, who were shifted to the
district jail here from Rampur
on early Thursday morning.

“The three reached Sitapur
Jail on Thursday morning.
They are expected to be here till
March 2,” a jail official said.

On reaching Sitapur from
Rampur, Khan earlier spoke to
reporters waiting for him at the
jail entrance.

Asked about the number of
cases lodged against him, Khan
said, “The entire country
knows what is happening to me
and my family.” On being shift-
ed to Sitapur Jail, he said it was
the government’s decision.

Khan and his family mem-
bers surrendered before a
Rampur court on Wednesday
and were sent to judicial cus-
tody till March 2 for their
alleged role in securing a fake
birth certificate of their former
MLA son Abdullah.

The case relates to two
birth certificates of Abdullah
Azam, who allegedly gave a
wrong date of birth while filing
his nomination papers for the
UP assembly elections in 2017.

Abdullah’s election was set
aside by the Allahabad High
Court last December.

A Rampur BJP leader,
Akash Saxena, had lodged an
FIR at Ganj police station on
January 3, 2019, alleging fraud
related to Abdullah Azam’s
two birth certificates. In April,
police filed the charge sheet in
court. In one birth certificate,
issued by the Rampur munic-
ipality, Abdullah’s birth date
was mentioned as January 1,
1993. The other certificate said
he was born in Lucknow on
September 30, 1990, according
to the charge against him.
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In another setback to
Samajwadi  Party leader

Azam Khan family,  presently
lodged in jail, Uttar Pradesh
Assembly on Thursday issued
orders for disqualifying his
son Abdullah Azam from Suar
assembly seat in Rampur dis-
trict.

The notification  was
issued by UP Assembly
Secretariat stating that on
December 16, 2019, the
Allahabad High Court, in a
case of fake birth certificate of
Abdullah Azam, had  disqual-
ified the SP member from Suar
assembly seat.

The notification said that
as the Supreme Court has not
stayed the verdict of the HC,
the Suar seat has been declared
vacant  from December 16,
2019. This is the second assem-
bly seat this month to be
declared vacant after
Bangarmau seat, following
conviction of BJP MLA
Kuldeep Singh Sengar, who
was also disqualified. Presently,
Abdullah Azam is lodged in
Sitapur District Jail.
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NOTICE

It is inform to that in my all
the documents my name is
wrongli mentioned as Rukaiya
Khatoon while my correct
name is Rukaiya Rana. In
Future I will be known as my
correct name Rukaiya Rana for
all future purpose. R/o Rukaiya
Rana W/o Shvayuddin Syed
17- Firoz Gandhi Colony New
See-E Aliganj Lucknow-UP
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Failing to find candidates for elec-
tion to Graduate and Teachers’

Constituency for the Legislative
Council, UP Congress chief Ajay
Kumar Lallu is set to have ‘imported’
Aam Aadmi Party leader Sanjeev
Kumar Singh to contest the poll.

Singh, who joined the party at
UPCC headquarters at Mall Avenue
in Lucklnow on Thursday, is set to be
fielded from the Graduate constituen-
cy of Varanasi. Interestingly, Brijesh
Singh, who is Congress candidate
from Lucknow Graduate constituen-
cy, also joined the Congress recently
and was given a ticket. 

Former Congress MP from
Varanasi Rajesh Mishra, who facilitat-
ed the entry of Sanjeev Singh, said that
with the coming of AAP leader, the
party would get a new boost in the
eastern UP region. 

Congress sources, however,
admitted that the Congress was hav-

ing difficulty in finding a candidate to
field from Varanasi and hence Mishra
brought Singh, projecting him as the
most potential candidate. 

However, the Congress is yet to
make Singh’s candidature from
Varanasi as official.

Welcoming Sanjeev Singh into the
Congress, Lallu said that people were
fed up with the present BJP regimes
at the Centre and UP over lawlessness,
rising prices, unemployment etc. 

“With young leaders like Sanjeev
Singh joining the Congress, the party
will fight with more vigour and not
just expose the government but also
ensure that people get justice by
uprooting the present government,”
Lallu said. 

Formerly a student leader of
Allahabad University, Sanjeev Singh
was the co-ordinator of AAP in
Purvanchal region and played a key
role in Arvind Kejriwal’s Lok Sabha
poll campaign in Varanasi, which he
lost to Narendra Modi in 2014.
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The ongoing protests against
Citizenship (Amendemtn) Act

rocked the Assembly on Thursday
with Parliamentary Affairs Minister
Suresh Khanna accusing opposition
parties of creating anarchy by sup-
porting the protesters across the
state.

“Opposition parties like SP, BSP
and Congress are provoking people
by spreading lies on the CAA. They
have forced people to sit on dharna
on an allurement that if they come to
power, the protesters will be given
pensions,” Khanna said during a
debate on budget discussion on
Thursday.

The minister had a heated
exchange of words with Leader of
Opposition Ram Govind Chaudhary,
which led to pandemonium as mem-
bers of opposition parties raised
anti-government slogans and protest-
ed Khanna’s statement.

The Parlaimentary Affairs

Minister made the allegations after
Chaudhary said that Khanna had
ignored questions raised by him on
his budget speech. Khanna, who is
also Finance Minister, had earlier fin-
ished his reply to the debate on the
2020-2021 budget. 

With Chaudhary accusing
Khanna of ignoring his question, the
minister took a dig at him over his
earlier statement outside the House
that those sitting on anti-CAA dhar-
na would be given pension.

This triggered a heated exchange
between Khanna and Chaudhary
with the latter reiterating that pension
is given to patriots. “How can you tell
people sitting on dharna that
they would get pension,” Khanna
asked.

The Leader of Opposition react-
ed by saying that those struggling for
restoration of democracy are given
pension. “We are also getting it as
‘Loktantra Senanis’ (those arrested
during emergency) and people sitting
on anti-CAA dharna are fighting to

restore constitution,” Chaudhary said.
Khanna entered into a debate and

asked Chaudhary to prove what
was anti-Constitutional in the CAA.
“Tell me one clause which violates the
spirit of the Constitution. The SP,

BSP and Congress are trying to
create anarchy in the state,” he assert-
ed.

Chaudhary questioned as to why
Muslims were kept out of the clause
of giving special benefits while

according Indian citizenship. “This is
nothing but pursuing the politics
of dividing the society on
Hindu-Muslim lines,” the SP leader
said.
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Uttar Pradesh government informed the
Assembly on Thursday that over 3,46,995

small, micro, cottage and medium industrial units
have been set up in the state since 2017 while 90
projects out of the total 1,045 MoUs signed dur-
ing UP Investors Summit have started commer-
cial production by January, 2020.

Claiming that industrial investment atmos-
phere in the state has turned lucrative for investors,
Industrial Development Minister Satish Mahana
also announced that the first Global Investors
Summit will be held in Lucknow in October/
November.

Replying to a series of questions in the
Assembly, Mahana said that the summit will focus
on investments agreed upon during DefExpo- 2020
and to highlight the Defence Corridor manufac-
turing units.

Among the small and medium industrial units
set up in UP, 1,15,785 units with an investment of
Rs 14,627.91 crore were in 2017-18, 1,21,654 units
with investment of Rs  16,493.09 crore in 2018-
19 and 1,09,556 units ( till December) in 2019-20.

The minister further said that of the total 1,045
MoUs signed during UP Investors Summit in 2018,
foundation work of  371 projects has been done
in which 90 have started commercial production
and work in the rest is underway.

“Uttar Pradesh has emerged as the most attrac-
tive destination for industries. The government is
acting as a facilitator and providing all facilities to
the investors,” Mahana said.

When some BJP members asked about invest-
ments made during the previous Samajwadi
Party regime, Mahana said that a total of 72 MoUs
or Intent for Cooperation were signed between
2014 and 2016 — 50 were signed in Mumbai and
22 in Delhi.

Similarly, in 2014-15, a total of 53,242 indus-
trial units were set up in the state with a total invest-
ment of Rs 1,2671.15 crore and 72,682 units were
set up with an investment of Rs 7,830.71 crore in
2015-16.
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Continuing his tirade against
opposition parties, Chief

Minister Yogi Adityanath
blamed the previous dispensa-
tion for a dip in per capita
income in the state which was
being worked on by his gov-
ernment for improvement. 

Earlier on Wednesday,
Yogi  had fired a salvo at
opposition parties claiming
how his government changed
the atmosphere in the state by
pushing the development agen-
da on priority and improving
law and order situation.

Addressing the Legislative
Council on Thursday, the Chief
Minister said that a district-
wise look at per capita income
indicated that it was Rs 6 lakh
in Noida and Rs 3,200 in
Balrampur. 

“Balrampur, Chitrakoot
and Chandauli could also have
been developed like Noida,
but the previous regimes did
not try to strike a balance
which is the cause of this dis-
parity. The per capita income
in the state is almost half the
national average. But when
our government completes its
term in 2022, it will be touch-
ing the national average,” Yogi
asserted.

The BJP government in
UP presented a budget of Rs
5,12,860.72 crore for 2020-21
fical last week. Yogi also

accused previous regimes of
discrimination in extending
benefits of development
schemes. 

“The Central government
has selected 112 aspirational
districts across the country, of
which eight are in Uttar
Pradesh. These districts are
near the national average on
development front,” Yogi said.

Detailing works done by
his government, the Chief
Minister said that a Rs 15,000-
crore scheme to provide
potable water in every house-
hold of Bundelkhand was on
the cards. “Medical colleges are

being set up in 16 districts
including Amethi. When BJP
came to power in the state,
there were 16,264 bank
branches which has now gone
up to 18,869. Earlier there
were only 8.62 crore bank
account hiolders in the staste
which has now spiked to 16.36
crore,” he said.

Earlier on Thursday morn-
ing, as the House assembled,
Congress Legislative Party
leader in the Council, Deepak
Singh raised the issue of cow
deaths, asking that when the
government was so concerned,
then how was the death rate of

bovines increasing. Singh also
asked whether Rs 30 per day to
feed cows lodged in `gausha-
las’ (cow shelters) was enough
to feed the animals. 

Samajwadi Party and other
opposition party members also
supported the Congress leader
questioning the government
over rise in deaths of cows. 

Animal Husbandry
Minister Laxmi Narain
Chaudhary tried to address the
issue, but the Congress mem-
bers were unsatisfied with his
clarification and staged a walk-
out. 

Meanwhile, BJP member
in the Council Vijay Bhadhur
Pathak also raised the issue of
rampant corruption in
Azamgarh Development
Authority (ADA). Highlighting
staff crunch in ADA, Pathak
said that the entire district
was witnessing illegal con-
struction which was creating a
big problem for free flow of
traffic. He even alleged that
government departments were
also engaged in illegal con-
struction. Pathak said that the
common man was running
from pillar to post to get a map
of their houses cleared from
ADA. The MLC requested his
own government to immedi-
ately post more staff in ADA
and take necessary action so
that illegal constructions were
stopped and people did not
face traffic chaos.
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The sleuths of Special Task
Force (STF) claimed to have

busted a gang of solvers with the
arrest of three members from
Kaushambhi on Wednesday.
The sleuths also recovered 31
solved copies along with other
items. A case was registered and
investigations were on.

Giving details, IG (STF)
Amitabh Yash said that team
members were trailing some
unscrupulous elements trying to
facilitate cheating or leak of
papers in the ongoing Board
exams. “On Wednesday, the
STF sleuths were tipped off
about some gang members
active in Pipri locality of

Kaushambhi and that they were
solving questions outside a cen-
tre and later submitting the same
to invigilators. An STF team was
immediately rushed to the spot
and after the exam of English
(Class XII) ended on Wednesday
evening, three youths were inter-
cepted,” the IG said. 

Yash said that the team mem-
bers recovered 31 solved copies
besides mobile phones, cash and
other items which were used by
the accused to get the papers
solved and later submit them at
the centre. “The gang charged
hefty sums to provide solvers out-
side the centres” he said. 

The accused were identified
as Yuvraj Singh Yadav, Rajan
Babu Singh of Pipri in
Kaushambhi and Pradeep Kumar
aka Pappu Pal of Charwa in
Kaushambhi. They were taken to
a police station where a case was
registered and they were later
sent to jail by a court.
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The Uttar Pradesh Assembly on
Thursday witnessed a heated

debate between Opposition and
Treasury benches when a former
state minister questioned the BJP
government on the benefits given to
differently-abled persons or
‘divyangs’ in the state.

Former UP minister Om
Prakash Rajbhar, who was sacked by

the Yogi government after the
2019 Lok Sabha polls, alleged
that     the government was not
providing motorised tricyle to
‘divyangs,’ as promised by the Chief
Minister.

To this, Divyang Minister Anil
Rajbhar claimed that the government
had hiked the pension from Rs 300
to Rs 500 per month for over one
million ‘divyangs’ residing in the state
and it was the highest in the coun-

try.
The minister also contested the

charges of his predecessor, saying
that the state government was going
to hold a programme at Prayagraj on
February 29, where over 26,000
‘divyangs’ would be provided equip-
ment by Prime Minister Narendra
Modi.

However, noisy scenes were
witnessed when Om Prakash
Rajbhar shouted, ‘Nakkalo se
savdhan,’ (beware of copycats), which
was countered by the Treasury
bench.

The minister also rejected the
demand of members to hike the pen-
sion of ‘divyangs’ to Rs 1,000 per
month.
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Bahujan Samaj Party chief
Mayawati on Thursday

demanded a Supreme Court-
monitored probe into the com-
munal violence in parts of
Northeast Delhi. 

She even said that leaders
should stop playing dirty pol-
itics and instead the Centre and
AAP government in Delhi
should pitch in together to
compensate people for the
losses suffered in riots. She said
that she would be writing to the
President soon in this regard.

The former UP Chief
Minister said that police should
be given a free hand, without
any political interference, to
control law and order in the
National Capital. 

In a statement issued on
Thursday, Mayawati said that
the recent violence in
Northeast Delhi was much like
the 1984 anti-Sikh riots. “It is
very sad and condemnable,” she
said.

The BSP chief alleged
that under the garb of riots,
cheap politics was being
played by the parties which
should come to an end imme-
diately. 

Mayawati said that politi-
cal parties, including the BJP,
must take stern action against
its leaders for inflammatory
statements. 

On Sunday, Delhi was
gripped by communal riots in
the northeast areas over the
Citizenship Amendment
Act that claimed over 34
lives and left 200 injured, a
majority being the men in uni-
form.
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Passengers are facing a lot of
hardships due to cancella-

tion of trains for which they
purchased reserved tickets over
three months in advance.
Officials of train operation
wing said they cannot do any-
thing as it is the decision of top
officials in view of track main-
tenance, infrastructure work
and due to other restraints.       

Several trains, both from
Lucknow division of Northern
Railway and North-Eastern
Railway — have been cancelled
following track maintenance
and due to other restraints. The
railway officials said the cancel-
lation of trains or reduction in
frequency was extended on
Thursday again. On the other
hand, the railways restored
some of the trains which were
cancelled due to fog in the past.

As per an official commu-
niqué, cancellation of trains
or ig inat ing/ ter minat ing
from/at Varanasi- Gonda,
Haridwar-Faizabad, Kanpur-
Faizabad, Kanpur- Bareilly and

Lucknow-Mau was extended
on Thursday. The Railway also
announced reduction in fre-
quency of Gorakhpur-Anand
Vihar terminal (up and down),
Baruani-Gwalior passing via
Lucknow (up and down),
Patna-Kota via Lucknow and
some other trains. On the
other hand, Lucknow-Varanasi
(up and down) and Howrah-
Mathura (up and down) were
partially cancelled and will be
restored in time to come.

The cancellation of trains
has left the passengers high and
dry. SK Sen of Indira Nagar,
who had purchased the ticket
for a journey to Kolkata by
Kumbh Express, said: “When I
was busy preparing for the
journey, I got a message about
cancellation of the train. My
plan went for a toss all of a sud-
den.”

“There are several who
reached the Charbagh railway
station to cancel their tickets to
different trains. Many of them
had serious reasons to reach
their respective destinations,”
an official at Charbagh railway

station said.
A spokesman said the

trains were cancelled due to
track maintenance and infra-
structure work on different
segment in Northern Railways.
“These works were proposed
already and budget for the
same was released recently. A
deadline for completion of
track maintenance work was
issued and thus the trains were
cancelled so that the work
could be completed in time,” he
added.

However, the passengers
did not seem convinced.
“Railways has a wide network,
and track maintenance work
was already planned and
Railways should not have
issued tickets. It shows that
there was lack of coordination,”
a passenger said.

Meanwhile, Jammu Tawi,
Jharkhand Swarna Jayanti,
Harihar Express, Licchawi
Express, Jansewa Express,
Sialdah Anand Vihar Express,
Upasana and Farrakha Express
and some other trains cancelled
due to fog were restored.
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Even as the Forest depart-
ment continues its search

for the elusive leopard, the
scare is writ large on the faces
of residents of Karhara village
in Sadar tehsil. The villagers
suspected that more than one
leopard might have crossed
over to their side of habitation. 

A local resident said that
they were scared of the animal
on the prowl. “The animal
moves in the early hours and
we are very scared in the
evening. Children go to the
school which lies in an isolat-
ed area, and it is a big cause of
concern for us. We cannot
stop the children going to
school because examinations
are underway,” a villager said.
He added that they were main-
taining constant vigil in the
night. However, DFO (Awadh)
Ravi Singh said that the animal
had shown no movement in
the past one week. “We have
kept a cage but the animal has
not been trapped as yet,” he
said.
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Lucknow (PNS): Lucknow
University is working in the
direction of student exchange
programme with foreign univer-
sities. Prof Nishi Pandey, who
heads the international area in
Lucknow University, said they
will formally launch the pro-
gramme shortly.

“It will be possible once the
choice-based credit system
(CBCS) begins and they have an
academic programme matching
international standards. We have
been able to take 20 teachers over
a period of last  five years for
training and exposure. The stu-
dents from abroad have come as
visitors to LU. One batch of six
foreign students had come for
one semester where we had to
create a special programme for
them,” she said. She added that
now the university is going for
CBCS and semester system in
undergraduate and in Masters
programmes. “What helps here
is that once it starts, students
from abroad can come here and
our students can go there. We
can have credits on both sides
which can be given to the stu-
dents,” she said. Pandey said that
earlier, they were carrying it out
in an informal manner wherein
they had to make modules for
foreign students. “We were hav-
ing an annual system and our
students did not get credit for
going and studying abroad,” she
said. “Once the courses are
uploaded by the EC, we can see
what are the parallels which
can be introduced for such pro-
grammes. We are also looking
into how we can teach in virtu-
al mode. We are also looking at
the possibilities of foreign profes-
sors coming here,” she said.
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The Forest department will
be shortly floating an RFQ

(request for quotation) for
establishing a skywalk and
sky-cycling facilities in view of
adventure tourism at the
Kukrail Forest Reserve.

Principal  Chief
Conservator Forest Rajiv Garg
told this reporter that that
with the skywalk and sky-
cycling facilities, the tourists
would be able to walk on
infrastructure connecting the
top of the trees. “In sky-
cycling and sky-walk, ropes
are used to connect tall trees
and tourists can walk or cycle
on them. A height of 20-22
feet of the trees can also suf-
fice. The canopies are con-
nected and it gives a ‘Laxman
Jhula’ kind of feel,” he said.

The senior official point-
ed out that it was the need of
the hour with the tourists of
today preferring many enter-
taining areas at the same point
and Kukrail would be like a
full-day destination for the
tourists. “The tourists today
have very little time and they
want change of scenery very
fast,” he said. Garg said that
they were planning to intro-
duce this on the public-private
partnership (PPP) basis and
would only contribute in
terms of providing the land
and regulatory clearances
required for the project. “We
have already identified the
area where this infrastruc-
ture could be installed and we
will float an RFQ in the next
two days to get the proposals
from various companies that
have a certain minimum qual-

ification of experience. Once
shortlisted by a panel of
experts, these proposals will
be taken forward for all reg-
ulatory clearances. We will
also have discussions with
the Ministry of Forest and
Environment,” he said.

He added that the Forest
department would be acting
only as an enabler and the
work would be done by the
private agency,” he said.

Asked if they do not get
the nod from the authorities
concerned, he said they would
take up a mix of ideas so that
there was no problem in terms
of clearances. He added that
they were going in for activi-
ties which take a shorter time
in clearance.

Garg said that with this
kind of PPP, they would not
have to put any funds.

He said they were select-
ing adventure tourism which
would not impact the natural
resources but would help in
inclination towards nature
and environment.

“Excessive tourism
impacts the sanctity of a place
and if we keep the area too
restricted and cordoned off,
we will keep people away
from nature,” he said. He
added that the objective was
also to bring people out of the
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Chief Minister Yogi
Adityanath said that a per-

son’s thought is the mirror of
his or her personality and good
thinking makes a person great
while bad thinking causes
downfall. 

“While a person of positive
thinking can get the respect of
others by doing public welfare,
negative thinking becomes a
reason for chaos in society. This
analysis can be found in our
religious texts as well,” the CM
said while speaking at the inau-
guration of the renovated Shri
Koneshwar Mahadev Temple
in Chowk on Thursday. 

The Chief Minister said
that this temple finds a mention
in the ‘Puranas’. “It also has a
connection with Laxman and
therefore, the importance of
this temple is from ‘Treta Yug’,”
he added.

The Chief Minister con-
gratulated Gopalji Tandon
(Ashutosh Tandon) and his
entire team for giving a grand
and new design to mythologi-
cal tradition.

The Chief Minister said
that along with the construc-
tion of the temple, its cleanli-
ness is also necessary. “It has
been taken care of at this tem-
ple, and there should be simi-

lar arrangement at other reli-
gious places,” he said. 

“Arrangements have also
been made for proper dispos-
al and processing of worship
material, including flowers.
Following this system, urban
life can be improved,” the CM
said. He added that faith does

not care about terrorism. 
“People go on Amarnath

Yatra irrespective of terror
attacks. During ‘Savan’, when
lakhs of Shiva devotees come
out chanting ‘Bam-Bam Bhole’,
terrorism disappears. Religion
is nothing but duty, which is for
the interest of the country and

society. If the country remains
safe and prosperous, we also
feel protected,” he said.

Madhya Pradesh Governor
Lalji Tandon, BJP state presi-
dent Swatantra Dev Singh,
minister Ashutosh Tandon and
others were present in the pro-
gramme.
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Nephew of a sitting corpora-
tor injured in the February

7 firing incident, in which two
groups had a clash in Madiaon,
succumbed to injuries at KGMU
Trauma Centre late on
Wednesday night. Heavy police
force was deployed in the area
as the news reached his village.
The family of the deceased per-
formed last rites in the presence
of huge police force.

The deceased was identified
as Chandan Singh of Kamlabad
Badauli village. Police teams
were camping in the locality to
pre-empt fresh clashes. On
February 7, two groups of chil-
dren had a fight over some issue.
On complaint, a group of armed
men — led by Sahajram Yadav,
Pratap Yadav and Lavkush
Yadav — stormed the house of
Badauli village corporator
Avnish Singh. To counter them,
Yogesh (Awnish’s brother) and
Chandan (Awnish’s nephew)
came forward. During the brawl,

Pratap opened fire and one bul-
let hit Chandan in his waist. The
attackers fled the scene soon
afterwards. Later, Chandan was
admitted to KGMU Trauma
Centre where he died late on
Wednesday night. On the day of
incident, the police had claimed
that Chandan had suffered
minor injuries. The police had
also claimed that his condition
was improving. The police had
arrested all the above-named
accused and also claimed to have
recovered the weapon from
which the shot was fired.

A spokesman said the police
would alter the section of IPC
from a case of murderous assault
to that of murder. “The police
have been asked to expedite the
investigation,” he said. Sources
said the police were apprehen-
sive that supporters of Chandan
might plan to avenge his mur-
der. “In view of this, security in
the locality has been beefed up
and last rites were performed in
the presence of police,” the
sources said.
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Alertness on the part of a
loader driver and its

owner foiled the kidnapping
of a Class III student in
Madiaon on Thursday. The
boy is the son of a business-
man, Kamal Kishore, who
deals in stationery items. The
police arrested two persons,
including servant of the busi-
nessman.

The accused were identi-
fied as Mahaveer (servant)
and his cousin Ashish, both of
Sitapur. They owned up their
crime before the police and
disclosed that they had plans
to hold the boy hostage at
their house for a ransom of Rs
50,000.  As per reports,
Mahaveer had gone to pick
the boy from his school but
did not reach home by after-
noon. At this, Kamal called
him to know about his loca-
tion but his phone was found
switched off. 

Kamal went straight to the
school and was told that his
son, along with Mahaveer,
left the school. He called the
police for help. On the other
hand, Mahaveer lured the boy
for an outing and took him to
Jankipuram where he booked
a loader for travel to Sitapur. 

The loader driver smelt
the rat after he saw Mahaveer
along with the minor boy
who apparently belonged to
some elite family. But the
loader driver hid his appre-
hension and called loader’s
owner, Rajesh who reached
the scene. On reaching the
scene,  Rajesh quizzed
Mahaveer and Ashish, and
this made them nervous.

Seeing their nefarious plan
being exposed, Ashish tried to
flee the scene but was nabbed
by commuters and handed
over to the police.  The

Jankipuram police worked
with ease and lured Ashish
through Mahaveer. The police
later caught both and handed
them over to Madiaon police.
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Throwing his weight behind
senior leader and party

MP from Rampur Azam Khan,
Samajwadi Party chief Akhilesh
Yadav met him, his legislator
wife Tazeen Fatma and former
MLA son Abdullah Azam at
Sitapur District Jail on
Thursday. Nine SP leaders,
along with Akhilesh, went to
the jail to meet the Khan clan.

After the meeting,
Akhilesh told reporters outside
the jail that a political conspir-
acy was hatched to implicate
the SP leader. “We are sure that
Khan and his family would get
justice from the court. The
entire thing is all about politi-
cal vendetta and cases have
been lodged over rivalry. Such
type of political vendetta is not
justified,” he said.

When asked if Chief
Minister Yogi Adityanath was
responsible for the Khans being
in jail, the SP chief said, “There
are several people behind the
entire conspiracy.”  

Akhilesh also criticised
Yogi Adityanath for his lan-
guage against opposition mem-
bers in the Assembly. “A CM
should use respectful language
in public,” he said.

Earlier, the SP chief was
scheduled to reach Rampur

and even booked a private air-
craft for going to Bareilly and
then head to Rampur by car to
meet the incarcerated Khan,
but on being informed that
Khan had been transferred to
Sitapur jail early Thursday
morning, he cancelled his visit
and instead went to Sitapur to
meet the SP leader.

Upon reaching Sitapur
District Jail from Rampur early
Thursday morning, Khan told
reporters that everyone in the
country knew what was hap-
pening. “There is nothing
secret about how we have been
implicated in the case,” he
said.

Khan, along with his wife
and son, had surrendered
before a Rampur court on
Wednesday and were sent to
judicial custody till March 2.
But after Rampur police
expressed apprehension over
deterioration of law and order
situation due to the SP leaders
being jailed, they were shifted
to Sitapur District Jail.

Jail Superintendent DC
Mishra  told reporters that the
SP MP and his son Abdullah
had been provided special
security while Tazeen Fatma
would be kept in women’s bar-
rack. The case in which the
Khans have been sent to jail
pertains to two birth certifi-

cates of Abdullah Azam, who
allegedly gave wrong date of
birth while filing his nomina-
tion papers for Assembly elec-
tions in 2017. His election
was set aside by the Allahabad
High Court last December.
He later approached the
Supreme Court, which is still
hearing the case.

A BJP leader from
Rampur, Akash Saxena had
lodged an FIR alleging fraud
related to Abdullah Azam’s
two birth certificates. In April,
the police filed filed a charge
sheet in court maintaining
that Abdullah Azam also had
two passports and two PAN
cards. In one birth certificate,
issued by Rampur
Municipality, Abdullah’s birth
date was mentioned as January
1, 1993 while another certifi-
cate said that he was born in
Lucknow on September 30,
1990. A case was also regis-
tered against Azam Khan and
his wife as they had submitted
an affidavit buttressing their
son’s second birth certificate. 

Khan represents Rampur
in Lok Sabha and his wife is an
MLA from Rampur Assembly
seat. Their son Abdullah won
from Suar Assembly segment
in 2017 but his election was set
aside by Allahabad High
Court.
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sedentary lifestyle
The forest official said

that they were also mulling
and carrying out discus-
sions on having a biodiver-
sity park at the Kukrail
Reserve Forest where they
would make a provision of
the land area and go for reg-
ulatory clearances.

“We are planning to go
with PPP to establish the

biodiversity of seven conti-
nents and five oceans, which
will require proper infrastruc-
ture. For that, we need repeat-
ed visits by high-end tourists.
The workforce and food for the
animals wil l  be 
managed by private agencies,”
he said.
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The identity of the girl,
who was found murdered

in Malihabad police station
area on Tuesday, was ascer-
tained on Thursday. The
police identified the deceased
as Noorie of Wazirganj, and
she was married to one Sultan
of Kaiserbagh. The police
succeeded in ascertaining the
identity after her parents
reached Wazirganj Kotwali
following her disappearance
and showed her photographs
to police. 

The police matches the
photographs with the body of
a woman recovered near rail-
way tracks in Faridipur village
of Malihabad. “The identity
of the woman was ascer-
tained on Wednesday night
after we got a call from
Wazirganj police station and
the family was shown the
body of the woman and her
belongings,” Malihabad circle
officer said.

It surfaced that Noorie
had left  the house on
February 24 for some work
but did not return home.
The police did not recover
her scooty and her mobile

phone was also found miss-
ing. It further surfaced that
her husband was sent to jail
four months after her mar-
riage following his involve-
ment in a theft case. Since
then, Noorie was staying with
her parents. 

The police said they were
working on the call detail
records of Noorie’s phone to
crack the case.

Meanwhile, an 18-year-
old mechanic was found
hanging at his house in
Kakori on Thursday morn-
ing. Police said they were
finding out the reason due to
which the youth committed
suicide. The body was sent for
autopsy. 

Residents said the youth,
identified as Ashish Rawat of
Durgaganj, was in love with
some girl and he took the step
due to this. 

Around 3 am on
Thursday, Ashish’s brother
Pankaj went to his room for
some work and was shocked
to see him hanging. The
police said no suicide note
was recovered from the 
scene and therefore, it was not
clear as to why he ended his
life.
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The state government on
Thursday issued directives

to the Lucknow Development
Authority (LDA) officials to
identify the number of schools
and colleges being run from its
residential properties across
the city. There is said to be no
ban on schools and colleges
functioning from residential
properties but the manage-
ment must have permission
from the authorities con-
cerned. 

Principal Secretary, Urban
and Housing Development,
Deepak Kumar said that mush-
rooming growth of schools
and colleges running unautho-
risedly would adversely affect
the standard of education.
Interestingly, the LDA admin-
istration has not taken the
initiative to maintain the
records of schools and colleges,
barring the few which are
being run from residential
properties. Secretary MP Singh
said the LDA administration
had planned to carry out a sur-
vey, which will begin from
Friday, so that it can be com-
pleted before Holi.

Singh refrained from com-
menting on what action would
the government take against
unrecognised and unautho-
rised schools and colleges.
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DST-Centre for Policy

Research at BBAU organised an
international workshop for par-
ticipants from Inland
University, Norway. The theme
of the workshop was
‘Technology-led innovation
and sustainability’. The partic-
ipants from Norway shared
their experience of participato-
ry development in India and
how people-based approach
can be used towards improving
the access to technology to the
marginalised, the underprivi-
leged and the poor. Varun
Vidyarthi, founder of
Manvodaya, said successful
facilitation of people-based
development calls for a clear
vision and strategy as well as a
suitable attitude among policy
practitioners. He also stressed
on the need for facilitation,
training and capacity building
for successful deployment of
affordable technologies in the
areas of agriculture start-up,
healthcare and water. Dean of
the School SK Dwivedi said
academicians and researchers
should also work in grassroots
setting in villages for enhanc-
ing the research output.
Convener of the programme
Venkatesh Dutta said there are
many areas where meaningful
intervention is required for
social change and community
development. According to
Dutta, the conventional para-
digm of development has many
limitations wherein techno-
logical advancements have gen-
erally favoured the rich and the
elite, and time has come where
a new paradigm of enabling
and empowerment through

access, affordability and equi-
ty can be evolved through bet-
ter diffusion of technological
advancements.
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Chief Minister Yogi
Adityanath on Thursday
announced appointment of
Rukum Kesh as new director
general, Health. He is present-
ly working as the director of
CHC, Medical and Health
Services. He will assume charge
on April 1. Present DG Gyan
Prakash will be complete his
term by the end of this month.
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Indira Gandhi National
Open University organised
a pre-recruitment counselling
programme in collaboration
with Labour department and
Netaji Subhash Chandra Bose
Government Girls’ PG College
on Thursday. Around 800 stu-
dents took part in the pro-
gramme. Former MLC and
founder-manager of Lucknow
Public Schools and Colleges SP
Singh was the chief guest on the
occasion. District employment
officer, Employment and
Training department, Mithilesh

Kumar was the resource per-
son. Assistant regional director,
IGNOU, Kirti Vikram Singh
said the aim was to make the
learners aware about various
initiatives taken by the depart-
ment of Training and
Employment and Khadi and
Village Industries Board. He
said that through this pro-
gramme, learners would also be
informed about the upcoming
‘Rozgar Mela’, planned by the
department in near future.
Regional director Manorama
Singh said IGNOU is deter-
mined to providing employ-
ment opportunities to its stu-

dents. In her address, she high-
lighted the role played by
National Centre for Innovation
in Distance Education, (New
Delhi), Campus Placement
Cell, and Regional Centre
(Lucknow). 
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APJ Abdul Kalam Centre

for Innovation and IQAC,
Lucknow University, is jointly
organising a two-day workshop
on ‘HTML, CSS Scripting lan-
guages and PHP’. Nearly 70 stu-
dents from Lucknow
University, National PG
College, Modern Girls’ College
and Goel Institute for Higher
Studies are taking part in it.
Puneet Mishra from the
department of Computer
Science is the coordinator of
the workshop. He delivered a
lecture on latest web designing
tools and linking of database to
web pages. 
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Tanisha Ghai, a student of

City Montessori School, Gomti
Nagar Campus I, has been
o f f e r e d
admiss ion
by four pres-
tigious uni-
versities of
USA and
UK. She has
also been
offered US$ 62,000 scholarship
by Arizona State University,
USA, for the entire study peri-
od of four years. The
University of Illinois (USA),
University of Nottingham
(UK), and University of Bristol
(UK) have also invited her for
admission. 
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There is an interconnection
of social work with pover-

ty and the role of social scien-
tist in transforming the con-
temporary scenario revolving
around it. Social inequality
and social exclusion as two
major contributing factors to
poverty.

This was stated by Zubair
Meenai, former head of the
department of Social Work,
Jamia Millia Islamia (New
Delhi), who was the keynote
speaker, at a conference organ-
ised at the Social department
of Lucknow University.

He gave a brief on pover-
ty, its meaning, social exclu-
sion, inequality and also dis-
cussed government schemes
on poverty eradication pro-
grammes to create assets that
benefit the poor and raising
the productivity of the poor
through education, public
health and other human
resource-related measures. He
emphasised on the meaning of
poverty and how its definition
has expanded over the period.
He also talked about poverty
being above all basic needs. 

A two-day national con-
ference on ‘Poverty
Alleviation: Policies,
Programmes and
Achievements’,  organised by
UGC’s Centre for Advanced

Studies in Social Work (CAS-
II), department of Social
Work, LU, began at
Radhakamal Mukerjee Hall
on Thursday. LU Vice-
Chancellor Alok Kumar Rai,
in his presidential address,
said that academicians, repre-
sentatives of community-
based organisations and par-
ticipants would come up with
certain worthwhile and con-
crete recommendations to
address incidence of poverty in
India. The chief guest on the
occasion was Urmila Devi,
joint secretary of UGC, New
Delhi. She said that poverty
and population were the twin
problems affecting sustain-
able development of develop-
ing nations like India. “Poverty
reduction of any country can
contribute grossly to improve-
ment of people’s lives and eco-
nomic growth of the country,”
she said. 

“This requires industrial-
isation where micro and small
enterprise comes into the focus
as one of the packages and
instruments to help accelerate
economic growth, socio-eco-
nomic progress and then the
overall reduction of poverty of
the nation. They make a huge
contribution to employment in
many developing countries
where there is a challenge of
high unemployment and
poverty exists,” she added.
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National Security Adviser Ajit

Doval had visited the Northeast
Delhi’s riots affected areas, a day ear-
lier to calm sentiments and also reas-
sured people that the security forces
were standing by them.

On Thursday, the Central Board
of Secondary Education (CBSE)
postponed Class 10 and 12 exams
scheduled on February 28 and 29 in
the violence-hit Northeast Delhi
and parts of East Delhi. 

“In view of a request received
from the Delhi Government and to
avoid inconvenience to students,
staff and parents, the exams sched-
uled for February 28 and 29 in
Northeast Delhi and other affected
areas stand cancelled. The next date
for the affected students will be noti-
fied shortly,” said Anurag Tripathi,
CBSE Secretary adding that all
exams in all centres across Delhi will
be conducted as per original sched-
ule from March 2 onwards. 

Lt Governor Anil Baijal on
Thursday asked Sundari Nanda, the
Special Commissioner of police
(vigilance) to meet the families of
Delhi violence victims and ensure all
possible assistance to them.

An official said Baijal also asked
senior officers of the East Delhi
Municipal Corporation, Health
Department and district administra-
tion to assist Special Commissioner
of Police (vigilance) during her visit.

Meanwhile, Delhi Chief Minister
Arvind Kejriwal on Thursday
announced that the Delhi
Government will give Rs 10 lakh to
the families of those who lost their
lives in the communal violence in
northeast Delhi. He said the
Government will bear the cost of
treatment of those injured in the vio-

lence and admitted to private hospi-
tals. “Those seriously injured will get
Rs 2 lakh. Special camps will be set
up for people to get essential docu-
ments which they lost during arson,”
said Kejriwal. “The Delhi Fire
Service (DFS) received 19 calls from
midnight to 8 am on Thursday
from the riot-hit areas,” Director of
DFS Atul Garg said. “Over 100 fire-
men are deployed in the area and all
the four fire stations in the area are
provided with extra fire tenders to
meet any emergency and are being
managed by senior officers,” said
Garg adding that senior officers are
also camping in the riot-affected
areas. 

The GTB Hospital in Dilshad
Garden, where many of the 200
injured in the riots that broke out on
Monday are being treated and where
scores of people lined up outside the
mortuary to claim the bodies of their
loved ones, with dead count rising
to 38.
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“Many people suddenly sur-

faced in our area and started destroy-
ing properties. We were frightened
after witnessing such a horror in our
surroundings. My husband was beat-
en mercilessly and had a serious head
injury. I request to all to stop it now.
People from all the community are
suffering,” she said.

Amit Gupta, 24, a resident of
Mustafabad started crying while
explaining the horror he faced. “No
one slept peacefully that night after
two groups went on rampage. We
kept calling all our relatives and
friends and asked them to stay
inside. My one of the friends is
admitted after sustaining head injury.
He went outside that day and never

returned back. I accompanied his
parents here. Doctors are saying his
condition is stable,” he said.

Relatives, including the mother
of 22-year-old Shahbaz (25), who has
been missing since February 25, are
waiting anxiously outside the mor-
tuary at GTB Hospital since morn-
ing to know if their son is even alive.

“Around 2 pm, he had gone to
Karawal Nagar for treatment. He had
suffered injury in his eyes while he
was doing some welding work.
When I called him around 3 pm, his
phone was found to be switched off,”
his inconsolable mother said.

Shahbaz and his family live in
Loni and worked in a welding shop
in the area. A relative said they have
been going from one hospital to
another since February 25 to know
his whereabouts. “We have been here
since morning and still we haven’t
received any information about
Shahbaz,” she said.

Thirty-five-year-old Musharraf ’s
family has been at the mortuary in
GTB for the last two days.

“I have been narrating the sto-
ries of what happened with my hus-
band to everyone out here but no
one is telling us when the post-
mortem will be finally conducted,”
his wife said. Musharraf lived with
his wife and three children at
Bhagirathi Vihar area of Gokalpuri.

Recalling the horror, Musharraf ’s
wife said, “A group of people barged
inside our house and thrashed my
husband brutally. They dragged him
out of our house and kept beating
him.”
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“Because their lives and proper-

ties have not been protected by the
Delhi Police, which is very similar to

what we saw in 1984. It’s shocking.”
In his letter, which has also been

marked to Union Home Minister
Amit Shah and Delhi’s Lieutenant
Governor Anil Baijal, the MP has
slammed the Police for allegedly not
acting on his call on Wednesday,
informing them that a group of 16
people from the minority commu-
nity was trapped in a house sur-
rounded by rioters and needed help. 

“When a member of parlia-
ment’s complaint is not paid heed to,
one can imagine the plight of the
common man. No sane Indian wants
a repeat of 1984,” Gujral said. 

In the letter, he has said that at
around 11:30 pm on Wednesday, he
received a call from an acquaintance
from the minority community that
he and 15 others were trapped in a
house near Gonda Chowk in
Maujpur and a mob was trying to
break in. 

Gujral said he called the police
for assistance and introduced him-
self as a member of parliament, and
hoped that the distressed people
would have got help.

“However, much to my disap-
pointment, no action was taken on
my complaint and the 16 individu-
als received no assistance from the
Delhi Police. They fortunately man-
aged to escape only because some
Hindu neighbours came to their res-
cue. “If this is the situation when a
MP makes a complaint personally, it
is not surprising that certain parts of
Delhi continue to burn while the
police stand by apathetically,” he
wrote in his letter to the Delhi
police chief. PTI 
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He added that a “well-settled

process” was followed in the trans-

fer. At the BJP party briefing, senior
leader and Union Minister Prakash
Javadekar said the transfer was in line
with the recommendation of the
Collegium. The recommendation
was made on February 12.

The Congress alleged that the
transfer of Justice Muralidhar was
aimed at saving some BJP leaders in
the Delhi violence case and exposed
the Government’s “intimidation and
vendetta politics” against the judicia-
ry. Congress leader Priyanka Gandhi
Vadra accused the Government of
making attempts to “muzzle” justice
and “break people’s faith in an
upright judiciary”.

“The midnight transfer of Justice
Muralidhar isn’t shocking given the
current dispensation, but it is cer-
tainly sad and shameful,” she tweet-
ed. Taking a dig at the Government
over what he called Muralidhar’s
sudden transfer, former Congress
chief Rahul Gandhi tweeted,
“Remembering the brave Judge Loya,
who wasn’t transferred.”

Special CBI judge BH Loya,
who was hearing the high-profile
Sohrabuddin Sheikh fake encounter
case, died in alleged mysterious cir-
cumstances on December 1, 2014.

At a Press conference on the
issue of Justice Muralidhar’s transfer,
Congress chief spokesperson
Randeep Surjewala alleged that the
BJP Government was “waging a
battle of revenge” against the judicia-
ry. He called the transfer a classic
case of “hit-and-run injustice” by the
Government.

The judge who reminded the
Government of its ‘raj dharma’ and
initiated and directed action against
the BJP leaders making inflamma-
tory statements was transferred
overnight from the Delhi High

Court, he said.
Hitting back at the Congress

over the allegations, Law Minister
Prasad said, “By politicising a rou-
tine transfer, the Congress has yet
again displayed its scant regard for
the judiciary.”

“Transfer of Hon’ble Justice
Muralidhar was done pursuant to the
recommendation dated February
12 of the Supreme Court collegium
headed by Chief Justice of India,”
Prasad said in a series of tweets.

Referring to a tweet by Congress
leader Rahul Gandhi on the death of
Judge Loya, the Union Minister
said the Loya judgment had been
well-settled by the Supreme Court.

Meanwhile, the Campaign for
Judicial Accountability and Reforms
(CJAR) said the transfer has noth-
ing to do with “public interest” and
everything to do with “punishing” an
honest and courageous judicial offi-
cer for simply carrying out his con-
stitutional duties.

CJAR said it knows that Justice
Muralidhar’s transfer was recom-
mended by the Supreme Court
Collegium on February 12 but the
rushed manner in which the noti-
fication has been issued by the
Union Government cannot be
ignored.

The fact that the notification for
Justice Muralidhar’s transfer was
issued in the evening after he held
the Delhi Police and the Central
Government accountable for the
Delhi riots tells the true nature of his
transfer, the CJAR claimed. 

CJAR claimed that judges have
been given reasonable time in trans-
fer orders, but Justice Muralidhar’s
was with immediate effect. This
highlights the “punitive nature” of
this move, it said.
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After fire and smoke, gun
shots and shouts for help in

the riot-hit North-east Delhi
gave way to an eerie silence, an
all-out political war erupted
over the violence on Thursday.
While the Congress charged
Home Minister Amit Shah of
with “abdication of duty”, Union
Minister Prakash Javadekar
accused top Congress leaders of
making inflammatory speech-
es to provoke communal vio-
lence.

The NCP alleging that
“Gujarat model” has been repli-
cated in Delhi, and called for
Shah’s resignation. Left parties
wrote to Delhi Chief Minister
Arvind Kejriwal assuring him of
their help in efforts to bring
peace and communal harmony
and blamed the Centre for its
ineffective Delhi Police. 

Sonia-led a delegation of
Congress leaders to President

Ram Nath Kovind, called for the
resignation of Amit Shah and
reminded the Centre of its “raj
dharma”. 

Questioning Shah’s role,
Sonia asked where he was as the
violence spread across north-
east Delhi. “What was he pre-
occupied with since last Sunday
that he was unable, apparently,
to give his attention to these
grave events? For that matter,
the Delhi Chief Minister, and
the newly elected Delhi
Government were also com-
pletely missing from the scene.

“There was clearly a shock-
ing and, in this day and age,
unpardonable failure of intelli-
gence agencies leading up to
these heart-breaking events.
Was there any information pro-
vided which could have helped
prevent escalation of violence or
was it not acted upon by the
Home Ministry?” she asked.
The delegation included former
Prime Minister Manmohan
Singh, Leader of Opposition in
the Rajya Sabha Ghulam Nabi
Azad, Ahmed Patel, P
Chidambaram, KC Venugopal,
Mallikarjuna Kharge, Priyanka
Gandhi Vadra, Anand Sharma,

AK Antony, Kumari Selja and
Randeep Surjewala.

The BJP hit back, accused
the Congress and the AAP of
“politicising” the riots in the
national Capital and claimed
that attempts to instigate vio-
lence had been made for two
months after the Congress pres-
ident gave the call for ‘aar yaa
par’ (fight to the finish) in
December last year.

Addressing a Press confer-
ence at the party office,
Javadekar asked why other
political parties were silent on
the attack on the policemen and
on the death of Intelligence
Bureau staffer Ankit Sharma.
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The Central Board of
Secondary Education (CBSE)

has postponed Class X and XII
examinations scheduled for
February 28 and 29 in the vio-
lence-hit North-east Delhi and
parts of East Delhi, officials said.
The exam postponement
announcement by the CBSE
came for the third time this week
due to communal violence in
North-east Delhi over the
amended citizenship law which
has claimed 38 lives.

“In view of a request received
from the Delhi Government and
to avoid inconvenience to stu-
dents, staff and parents, the
exams scheduled for February 28
and 29 in North-east Delhi and
other affected areas stand can-
celled. The next date for the
affected students will be notified
shortly,” CBSE Secretary Anurag
Tripathi said. “All exams in all
centres across Delhi will be con-
ducted as per original schedule
from March 2 onwards,” he said.

The board announced that it

will conduct fresh exams for stu-
dents who have not been able to
appear for the papers in other
parts of the national capital due
to the violence. 

It has also sought details of
the students who failed to appear
for exams due to the prevailing
situation in the city.

“We have asked school prin-
cipals to send the details to
regional offices concerned of
the CBSE of all such students of
class 10, 12 who have missed out
on the exams so far in Delhi, due
to these difficult conditions. To
reduce the stress on students, the
board will conduct fresh exams
for them. The next date of exam
for the affected students will be
notified shortly,” he said. “The
board has maintained regular
contact with the principals of all
schools, especially in the affect-
ed areas, and it has been brought
to the notice that some students
residing in the affected areas have
not been able to appear in exams
outside the affected areas due to
the situation prevailing in the
city,” Tripathi added.
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“In such a situation, the duty of
all political parties should be to
consolidate peace,” he said. 

Taking on the AAP which
governs Delhi, Javadekar said
that its MLAs should have
worked for peace, but Kejriwal
identified riot victims by religion
in the Assembly. He alleged
that attempts to instigate vio-
lence had been made for the last
two months since Sonia Gandhi
gave the call for ‘fight to the fin-
ish’ at a rally. Javadekar said the
BJP was working to restore
peace and condemned the
Congress and the AAP for doing
politics over the violence that
claimed 34 lives in north-east

Delhi and left over 200 injured.
He asserted that peace was
restored in two days due to
Union Home Minister Amit
Shah’s effective handling. He said
the Congress’s demand for Shah’s
resignation was “petty politics.”

Manmohan Singh, in his
remarks to the media, said the
Congress leaders conveyed to
the president that what had
happened in the last four days in
the national Capital was a mat-
ter of deep concern and nation-
al shame.

Rahul also said it was a
“shameful indictment” of the
Central Government, the Home
Ministry and the Home Minister
himself, that the Delhi High
Court had to step in (on
Wednesday). 

Brinda Karat, Member,
Politburo of the CPI(M) said her
party has started a house to
house campaign with an appeal
to shun violence. “We request
you (Arvind Kejriwal) to urgent-
ly convene an all-party meeting
in Delhi to decide how we can
unitedly ensure communal har-
mony and peace in the Capital,”
said Karat. 

Maharashtra Minister and
NCP national spokesperson
Nawab Malik also demanded a
probe into whether the Home
Minister could not handle the
situation in the national Capital
or he had allegedly given
instructions to the police to not
respond quickly to the situation. 
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The Congress on Thursday
alleged that the transfer of

Delhi High Court Judge S
Muralidhar was aimed at sav-
ing some BJP leaders in the
Delhi violence case and
exposed the Modi
Government's "intimidation
and vendetta politics" against
the judiciary.

Congress said it seems
those doing justice in country
will now not be spared and the
party alleged the government
was "waging a battle of revenge"
against the judiciary. Calling
the transfer a classic case of
"hit-and-run injustice" by the
BJP Government, Congress
chief spokesman Randeep
Surjewala said the saffron
party's "politics of revenge"
has been exposed. He accused
the BJP of attacking the impar-
tiality of the judiciary.

Taking a dig at the gov-
ernment over Muralidhar's
"sudden" transfer, former
Congress chief Rahul Gandhi
also tweeted, "Remembering
the brave Judge Loya, who
wasn't transferred." Special CBI
judge BH Loya, who was hear-
ing the high-profile

Sohrabuddin Sheikh fake
encounter case, died in alleged-
ly mysterious circumstances
on December 1, 2014.

Congress leader Priyanka
Gandhi Vadra hit out at the
government over the transfer,
saying the Centre's attempts to
"muzzle" justice and "break
people's faith in an upright
judiciary are deplorable". 

"The midnight transfer of
Justice Muralidhar isn't shock-
ing given the current dispen-
sation, but it is certainly sad
and shameful," Priyanka
Gandhi tweeted.

"Millions of Indians have
faith in a resilient and upright

judiciary, the government's
attempts to muzzle justice &
break their faith are
deplorable," the Congress gen-
eral secretary said.

The notification of Justice

Muralidhar's transfer to the
Punjab and Haryana High
Court came late Wednesday
evening, on a day when a
bench headed by him
expressed "anguish" over Delhi

Police's failure to register FIRs
against alleged hate speeches by
BJP leaders Parvesh Verma,
Kapil Mishra and Anurag
Thakur.

Responding to Union Law

Minister Ravi Shankar Prasad
accusations the opposition
party was politicising a routine
transfer, Surjewala hit back at
Prasad, describing him as the
"most lawless minister" this

country has ever seen.
"Mr Prasad at the instance

of Prime Minister Modi is
hell-bent on destroying the
independent institution of judi-
ciary. 
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Congress chief Sonia Gandhi
on Thursday urged

President Ram Nath Kovind to
call for Home Minister Amit
Shah’s resignation over his fail-
ure on Delhi communal vio-
lence and remind the Centre of
its "raj dharma". Sonia led a
delegation of party leaders
including former Prime
Minister Manmohan Singh
and submitted a memoran-
dum to Kovind. 

"We call upon you and the
constitutional office you hold,
that the life, liberty and prop-
erty of the citizens is pre-
served, secured and protected.
You should immediately call for
the removal of the home min-
ister given the gross ineptitude,
abdication of duty and his
inability to contain the situa-
tion. We owe this to the citizens
who have lost their loved ones,
their homes and their liveli-
hood and most of all their long
cherished amity and brother-
hood. We hope you will take
decisive action on this matter,"

Sonia told the reporters outside
Rashtrapati Bhavan after meet-
ing the president. 

Reading out parts of the
memorandum that the party
submitted to the president, Sonia
said both the Delhi Government
and the Centre remained "mute
spectators" instead of trying to
take remedial measures to con-
trol the situation. 

The delegation included
Leader of Opposition in Rajya
Sabha Ghulam Nabi Azad,
Ahmed Patel, P Chidambaram,
KC Venugopal, Mallikarjuna
Kharge, Priyanka Gandhi
Vadra, Anand Sharma, AK
Antony, Kumari Selja and
Randeep Surjewala.  

Questioning Shah's role,
Sonia Gandhi asked where he
was as the violence spread
across northeast Delhi. "What
was he preoccupied with since
last Sunday that he was unable,
apparently, to give his attention
to these grave events? For that
matter, the Delhi chief minis-
ter, and the newly elected Delhi
government were also com-
pletely missing from the scene,"

she asked.
Manmohan Singh, in his

remarks to the media, said the
Congress leaders conveyed to
the president that what had
happened in the last four days
in the national capital was a
matter of deep concern and
national shame. 

Sonia also said it was a
"shameful indictment" of the
Central government, the Home
ministry and the Home minis-
ter himself, that the Delhi High
Court had to step in (on
Wednesday). It had to remind
the Home ministry and the
police of their principal duty to
act against instigators, the riot-
ers and those engaging in the
acts of targeted violence, she
said. 
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The CPI(M) on Thursday
urged Delhi Chief

Minister Arvind Kejriwal to
take action against AAP coun-
cilor Tahir Hussain for his
involvement in the riots in the
national Capital. 

In a letter to the CM,
CPI(M) leaders Brinda Karat
and KM Tewari also asked
Kejriwal to call an all-party
meeting in Delhi to bring com-
munal harmony in the capital.  

"We write to assure you of
our Party's cooperation in
efforts to bring peace and
communal harmony to Delhi.
We request you to urgently
convene an all-party meeting
in Delhi to decide how we can
unitedly ensure communal

harmony and peace in the
Capital," said the CPI(M)
leaders.

"In this context, video
images in the public domain
of an AAP councilor standing
on the roof of his house while
petrol bombs and stones are
being thrown by people on the
roof in his presence, are
extremely disturbing.
Immediate action must be
taken against him by the
police. Sanjay Singh, MP  has
made a welcome statement
that no one involved in vio-
lence should be spared regard-
less of political colour or reli-
gion. It would also send a
strong message to the people
of Delhi if you as the head of
AAP also took action against
him at the organisational level.
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The BJP on Thursday
accused the Congress and

the AAP  of   “politicising” the
riots in the national Capital
and linked  Congress president
Sonia Gandhi’s  ‘aar yaa paar’
(fight to finish) comment in
December last as the starting
point of deliberate provocation
for violence in the city. 

Addressing a Press con-
ference at the party office,
senior BJP leader and Union
Minister Prakash Javadekar
said the Congress's demand
for Union Home Minister
Amit Shah's resignation was
"petty politics" as several steps
have  already been taken to
restore law and order in the
Capital on the express instruc-

tions of Home Minister. He
asserted that peace was
restored in two days due to
Shah's effective handling.

He accused Congress of
instigating passions for vio-
lence  and quoted Sonia and
Priyanka Gandhi's comments
on  anti-CAA protests and also
refereed to senior Congress
leaders' visits to Shaheen Baag,
the venue of 'dharna'  against
CAA for  over 70-days.

The senior BJP leader also
saw a pattern in Congress
leaders'  "unwillingness"  to
condemn  controversial
speeches of the likes of
AIMIM leader Waris Pathan.   

He said other political
parties were silent on the
attack on the policemen and
on the death of Intelligence

Bureau staffer Ankit Sharma.
"In such a situation, the duty
of all political parties should be
to consolidate peace," he said. 

Taking on the AAP, which
governs Delhi, Javadekar said
that its MLAs should have
worked for peace, but Chief
Minister Arvind Kejriwal
identified riot victims by reli-
gion in the Assembly.

He alleged that attempts to
instigate violence had been
made for the last two months
since Sonia Gandhi gave the call
for 'fight to the finish' at a rally. 

Javadekar said the BJP
was working to restore peace
and condemned the Congress,
the AAP for doing politics
over the violence that claimed
34 lives in northeast Delhi and
left over 200 injured. 
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In the backdrop of vio-
lence in Delhi which has,

so far claimed 38 lives,  RSS
general secretary Suresh
'Bhaiyyaji' Joshi  on Thursday
sought the Government to
ensure  peace is in  Delhi.
Talking to reporters in
Nagpur, Joshi also said that
nobody has the right to take
law into their hands and
that necessary action should
be taken to restore law and
order in the national capital.
“The government should
instill peace in areas where
there is 'ashanti' (unrest)," the
RSS functionary said. 

&
�����
���
�������$������
�����C�(�����
1����"�

	���� ��������	

Taking exception to com-
ments by a US Commission

expressing grave concern over
violence in Delhi and asking
India to protect Muslims, New
Delhi on Thursday termed
such statements as "irresponsi-
ble" and said the remarks by the
commission are "factually inac-
curate, misleading and an
attempt to politicise the issue."
The external affairs ministry
also hit out the Organisation of
Islamic Organisation which
also expressed concern over

Delhi violence.
The Indian reaction to the

comments by the US
Commission on International
Religious Freedom(USCIRF)
came a day after it expressed
"grave concern" over the vio-
lence in Delhi and asked the
Indian government to pro-
vide protection to people irre-
spective of their faith.

US presidential candidate
Bernie Sanders and a number
of other leading American
lawmakers have also expressed
concern over the clashes in
several parts of Delhi in which

at least 32 people have been
killed.

"We have seen comments
made by USCIRF, sections of
the media and a few individu-
als regarding recent incidents of
violence in Delhi. These are fac-
tually inaccurate and mislead-
ing, and appear to be aimed at
politicising the issue," external
affairs ministry spokesperson
Raveesh Kumar said here.

Though the ministry did
not clarify the individuals
being referred to, it is being
seen as a reference to US law-
makers critical of India on the

issue of the Delhi violence. 
Kumar said law enforce-

ment agencies are working on
the ground to prevent violence
and ensure restoration of con-
fidence and normalcy.  "Senior
representatives of the govern-
ment have been involved in
that process.  The prime min-
ister has publicly appealed for
peace and brotherhood. We
would urge that irresponsible
comments are not made at this
sensitive time," said Kumar.

The US Commission on
Wednesday said in
Washington "the ongoing vio-

lence we are witnessing in
Delhi and the reported attacks
against Muslims, their homes
and shops, and their houses of
worship are greatly disturbing."

"One of the essential duties
of any responsible govern-
ment is to provide protection
and physical security for its cit-
izens, regardless of faith," the
USCIRF chair Tony Perkins
said in a statement.  

The Commission
Commissioner Anurima
Bhargava said the "brutal and
unchecked violence" across
Delhi cannot continue.
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Accusing the Congress of
politicising a "routine

transfer", the BJP on Thursday
rubbished speculations on the
transfer of High Court judge S
Muralidhar  saying  it was done
on the recommendations of
the Supreme Court.

Stating this at a press con-
ference here , Union
Information and Broadcasting
Minister Prakash Javadekar
said  the transfer orders were
firmed up in February with the
consent of the Judge.

Union Law Minister Ravi
Shankar Prasad also rejected
the allegation saying  Justice
Muralidhar was transferred

on the recommendation of
the Supreme Court collegium
and accused the Congress of
politicising a routine transfer.

He added that a "well-set-
tled process" was followed in
the transfer of Justice
Muralidhar to the Punjab and
Haryana High Court.

"By politicising a routine
transfer, Congress has yet again
displayed its scant regard for
the judiciary," Prasad said in a
series of tweets. His reaction
came after the Congress
alleged that Justice Muralidhar
was transferred by the
Government to save BJP lead-
ers in the Delhi violence case.

"Transfer of Justice
Muralidhar was done pur-

suant to the recommendation
dated February 12 of the
Supreme Court collegium
headed by Chief Justice of
India," the minister said.

He said a judge's consent
is taken before transferring
him or her. Continuing his
attack on the opposition party,
Prasad said the people of India
have rejected the Congress
and "hence it is hell bent on
destroying the very institutions
India cherishes by constantly
attacking them".

Referring to a tweet by
Congress leader Rahul Gandhi
on the death of Judge Loya, the
Union minister said the Loya
judgement has been well-set-
tled by the Supreme Court.
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As demand for environ-
ment-friendly battery-

operated vehicles is all set to
rise in the near future in India
as a measure to cut down car-
bon footprints, the NDA
Government has prepared draft
rules for battery waste man-
agement that will make it
mandatory for manufacturers
and dealers to collect used
batteries against the new ones
they sell.

The proposed draft rules
the 'Battery Waste Management
Rules 2020' brings under its
ambit all kind of batteries such
as . The notification was issued
by the Union Environment
Ministry recently which has
uploaded it on its website,
seeking objection and sugges-
tions from the stakeholders.

The Batteries
(Management and Handling)
Rules, 2001, had mentioned
only lead-acid batteries.

The draft rules put the
responsibility of collection of
batteries and their safe trans-
port to the recyclers on the
manufacturers and dealers.

They will need to ensure that
used batteries are sent only to
the registered recyclers and
that environment is not
harmed during their trans-
portation, as per the notifica-
tion.

Under the new rules, bat-
tery dealers will have to issue
purchase invoices (when they
collect used batteries). Earlier,
dealers were obliged to register
with the state pollution control
boards, but there was no men-
tion of issuing purchase invoice
for old batteries.

According to various
reports, an estimated 2.7 billion

pieces of dry cell batteries are
consumed annually in India,
but there is no collection mech-
anism to ensure that these bat-
teries are safely transported to
recyclers. Unsafe disposal of
batteries can cause harmful
metals like mercury and cad-
mium to leak out and enter the
soil and water.

Discarded batteries, mean-
while, can be a valuable
resource to recover highly use-
ful metals in an environmen-
tally-friendly manner.

However, these regulations
will not be applicable on bat-
teries used in equipment con-

nected with the protection of
the essential security interests
such as arms, ammunitions
and war material, and intend-
ed specifically for military
purposes; equipment designed
to be sent into space (space
exploration), emergency and
alarm systems, emergency
lighting and medical equip-
ment.

As per Kenneth Research,
the Indian electric vehicle
infrastructure market is expect-
ed to grow at a compound
annual growth rate (CARG) of
over 40 per cent during a fore-
cast period 2019-2025.
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The CPI(M) on Thursday
said Justice S Muralidhar's

transfer from the Delhi High
Court was a "selective
response" to his court orders in
which he rapped the city police
for "trying to shield" BJP lead-
ers who made "hate speeches".  

The CPI(M) Polit Bureau in
statement demanded the gov-
ernment to keep the transfer
order, notified late Wednesday
night, in abeyance to reinforce
the confidence of the people in
the judicial system. 

Justice Muralidhar was
transferred to the Punjab and
Haryana High Court, on a day
a bench headed by him
expressed "anguish" over the
Delhi Police's "failure" to regis-
ter FIRs against the alleged hate
speeches made by BJP leaders
Parvesh Verma, Kapil Mishra
and Anurag Thakur. The CPI
(M) said in a statement that the
transfer was recommended by
the Supreme Court collegium,
but it has been protested against
by the Dei High Court Bar
Association for well-argued
judicial-administrative consid-
erations.
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The CBI on Thursday
brought back a three-year-

old girl from Dubai who was
taken there by her father in vio-
lation of orders of Delhi High
Court that is hearing a custody
battle between the baby's par-
ents. 

The girl's father, Aman
Lohia, had taken Baby Raina to
Dubai amid a custody battle
with his wife Kiran Kaur Lohia
in the High Court that had
asked him to deposit his pass-
port with authorities to prevent
him from leaving the country.

In a case against a High
Court order, the Supreme
Court had directed the CBI to
visit Dubai to bring back the
girl to India.

A team of CBI officials had
recently gone to Dubai where
it coordinated with local
authorities to ensure the safe
return of the girl and her
father, officials said.

After the agency team
arrived on Thursday morning,
the CBI informed the apex
court about the compliance of

its orders, officials said adding
the girl will be produced before
the SC on Friday. The child is
presently at her mother's home
under the agency's care.

The dramatic develop-
ments of Thursday were a cul-
mination of a six-month long
trail of a defiant father who in
a desperate move escaped to
Dubai with his daughter claim-
ing he was a "victim of gender
bias" of courts and that it was
the "love for his daughter"
which directed his actions.

Aman Lohia, son of a
noted businessman, was fight-
ing a custody battle for his
daughter Raina in the HC
after separating from his wife,
a Delhi-based dermatologist. 

The high court had grant-
ed Raina's custody to the
mother with a parenting plan,
according to which, Aman
Lohia could meet his daughter
for some hours on three days
of a week. The court also
asked him to deposit his pass-
port, which he complied, the
officials said.

On August 24 last year,
when the girl had come to

meet Aman Lohia as per the
parenting plan, he took her
along with family confidant
Pawan Kumar and maid
Shiuratia Debi to Dubai using
a circuitous route via Nepal
and other gulf countries.

Considering "internation-
al ramifications", the Delhi
High Court had handed over
the probe to the CBI which had
registered a case.

The Interpol had issued a
'Yellow Notice' for the girl on
a CBI request. Yellow Notices
are issued by the Interpol on
the request of member coun-
tries to locate missing persons.
The CBI had also filed a charge
sheet on December 19 last
year before a special court
against Aman Lohia, his moth-
er Meena Lohia, alleged
accomplice Pawan Kumar and
maid Shiuratia Debi Mahto,
officials further said. 

The agency has invoked
Indian Penal Code provisions
pertaining to criminal con-
spiracy, kidnapping from India
and kidnapping from lawful
guardianship among others
against the businessman.
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BJP MP Prag ya Singh
Thakur on Thursday

appeared before a special
NIA court here in connec-
tion with the 2008 Malegaon
blast case, in which she is
one of the accused. This
came a day after special
court judge VS Padalkar
directed all the accused in
the case to take note of his

order (passed in May last
year) directing them to
appear before it at least once
a week. The Bhopal MP
appeared before the court
around 1 pm. After taking
note of her appearance, the
judge allowed her to go.
Whi le  interac t ing  with
reporters outside the court,
Thakur said whenever the
court summons her, she will
appear before it.

She had last appeared
before the court in connec-
tion with the case in June
2019. Seven persons, includ-
ing Thakur and Lt  Col
Prasad Purohit, are facing
trial in the case. Six people
were killed and over 100
injured when an explosive
device strapped on a motor-
cycle went off near a mosque
in Malegaon, a town about
200 km from here in  north

Maharashtra, on September
29,  2008.  According to
police, the motorcycle was
registered in Thakur’s name
and that led to her arrest in
2008. The Bombay High
Court had granted bail to her
in 2017. Thakur was given a
clean chit by the National
Investigation Agency (NIA),
but the trial court refused to
discharge her from the case.

The court had dropped

the charges against her under
the Maharashtra Control of
Organised  Cr ime Act
(MCOCA), but she is being
tried under the Unlawful
Activities (Prevention) Act
(UAPA) and other relevant
laws. The accused are facing
trial under various sections
of the UAPA, the Indian
Penal  C o de  and the
Explosive Substances Act.
They have been charged

under UAPA sections 16
(committing terrorist act)
and 18 (conspiring to com-
mit terrorist act).

They are also facing
charges under IPC sections
120(b) (criminal conspira-
c y) ,  302  (murder) ,  307
(attempt to murder), 324
(voluntarily causing hurt)
and 153(a)  (promoting
enmity between two reli-
gious groups).
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Mumbai: The Maharashtra Legislative
Assembly on Thursday unanimously
passed a bill which makes Marathi a com-
pulsory subject across all schools in the
state.

The development came on `Marathi
Bhasha Din' (Marathi language day) which
is celebrated on February 27, the birth
anniversary of poet and Jnanpith award
winner late V V Shirwadkar.

The state Legislative Council had
passed the legislation, titled ̀ Maharashtra
Compulsory Teaching and Learning of
Marathi Language in Schools Bill, 2020',

on Wednesday.
Minister for Marathi Language

Subhash Desai introduced the bill in the
Lower House on Thursday.

Desai said the legislation was on the
lines of laws in Telangana, Tamil Nadu,
Kerala and Karnataka, and it makes teach-
ing and studying Marathi compulsory in
all schools (irrespective of the board to
which they are affiliated).

Marathi will become a compulsory
subject in all schools from standard 1st to
10th in a phased manner from the acad-
emic year 2020-2021, he said.

It will be introduced in the first and
sixth standards from the coming academic
year and extended to further classes in sub-
sequent  years.

The subject will be, thus, taught from
1st to 10th standards from  2024, and the
schools will follow a curriculum prescribed
by the government.

The government will have the power
to exempt a student or a class  of students
from all or any of the provisionsof the Act,
Desai said.

The Act also provides for a penalty of
Rs 1 lakh for non-compliance. PTI
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Delhi mayhem may polarise
Bengal municipal elections

in a big way. There are reports
that the political parties of the
State are planning to ‘utilise’
Delhi riots as an issue to influ-
ence the voters in the upcom-
ing municipal elections.

According to sources in
the BJP local leaders and work-
ers have been asked to stage
local level meeting and place the
party’s views not only on its
development plans but also the
tumultuous situation in the
National Capital and the groups
responsible for it.

“We will tell the truth to the
people as to what happened in
Delhi. How things were planned
to defame India during
President Trump’s visit. The
politically educated people of
Bengal must know about the
reality as the opposition parties
are running a hate campaign in
the media accusing the Hindus
of perpetrating the riots which

is not the real side of the story,”
said a senior leader of the State
committee accusing the rival
community for holding the
Capital to ransom.

“Is the central Government
a fool to embarrass itself by
inciting riots when President
Trump is present. Is the BJP so
immature as not to understand
how Pakistan will take mileage
out of the situation. In fact it is
the traitors of the nation who
have organized the riots to
defame India… The Delhi
Police in fact has exercised
great restraint in not opening
fire in many places just because
our Government has great
regard for the minorities unlike
Pakistan,” another BJP leader
said. This leader, and a party
candidate in the Lok Sabha
elections was himself accused of
giving inflammatory speeches
during campaigning.

On whether the BJP will go
to people with an intent of
polarizing the atmosphere the
leader said “the atmosphere

has already been polarized as
the Hindus have awakened and
learnt to assert their rights. If
some people think that speak-
ing the plain truth  is polariza-
tion, then so be it.”

The Trinamool Congress
on the other hand was less vocal
while its leaders said the people
will be told as to how the BJP
was trying to divide India along
communal lines.

“It is not only Pakistan
which is trying to divide India
but it is also the BJP which is
dividing the country by playing
into the hands of Pakistan,” a
senior TMC leader and a
Minister said adding his party
would go to the people with the
report card containing what
Chief Minister Mamata
Banerjee has done for the State
in the past nine years.

“And if the BJP tries to com-
munalise the atmosphere then
we will not let them do that.
Rather we will use the situation
to expose their communal
plans,” the Minister said adding

definitely Delhi riots would be
raised during the election cam-
paign but to tell how BJP and

Hindutva goons applied the
Gujarat model in Delhi to break
the society along communal
lines. CPI(M)’s Sujan
Chakrabarty, a party central
committee member however
accused both the parties for
being “complementary to each
other.”  While Mamata Banerjee
was banking on minority com-
munalism, the BJP was taking
the opportunity to play its
Hindutva card, he said adding
“these two parties are commu-
nal and are complementary to
each other. We will tell the peo-
ple during the elections how BJP
designed and planned the Delhi
riots and how our Chief
Minister maintained a diplo-
matic silence so as not to hurt
any community.”

This was “political oppor-
tunism” he said adding “the Left
however would expose both
the parties during the election
campaign.
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The Maharashtra
Government has with-

drawn 348 cases registered in
connection with the 2018
Bhima-Koregaon violence and
460 cases booked during the
various agitations demanding
Maratha reservations, Home
Minister Anil Deshmukh
informed the State Legislative
Council here on Thursday.

Replying to a question in
the upper house of the
Maharashtra Legislature,
Deshmukh said: “Out of the
total 649 cases registered in
connection with the Bhima-
Koregaon violence, the State
Government has withdrawn
348 cases. Similarly, 460 cases
out of the total 548 cases reg-
istered during agitations
demanding Maratha reserva-
tions”.

Deshmukh said that the

process of withdrawing cases in
connection with the Bhima-
Koregaon violence was con-
tinuing.  “The cases that we
intend to withdraw are all of
minor nature. However, we
will not withdraw cases regis-
tered for destruction of prop-
erty and assault on police offi-
cials in connection with
Bhima-Koregaon violence,” the
minister said.

Slamming the previous
Devendra Fadnavis govern-
ment for carrying out an
improper investigations into
the Bhima-Koregaon case,
Deshmukh said: “The state
government may have handed
over the case to the National
Investigation Agency (NIA),
but the state government will
order a probe into the Bhima-
Koregaon case under the
Bombay Police Act, 1951  or
section 10 of the NIA Act,
2008”.

Deshmukh also came
down heavily on the previous
BJP-led government for dub-
bing the activists who were
vociferous critics of the ruling
BJP and Modi government at
the Centre, as “urban naxals”.

The minister said that
despite a directive issued by
Chief Minister Uddhav
Thackeray on December 2 to
withdraw all cases filed against
protesters who had opposed
the proposed oil refinery and
petrochemicals complex at
Nanar in Rajapur taluka of
Ratnagiri district, “only three
cases” had so far been with-
drawn. Deshmukh’s statement
about his plans to order a fresh
investigation into the Bhima-
Koregaon violence case should
be seen in the context of chief
minister Uddhav Thackeray’s
decision to let the NIA take
over the investigations into
the 2018 Bhima Koregaon-
Elgaar Parishad case

Deshmukh had said early
this month that the State Home
Ministry was seeking legal

opinion before going ahead
with its plan to order a fresh
probe into the Bhima
Koregaon-Elgaar Parishad case
under section 10 of the NIA
Act. “The Maharashtra gov-
ernment may have let the NIA
carry out the investigations in
the Bhima Koregaon-Elgaar
Parishad case to the NIA, but
we will seek a legal opinion if
we can institute an SIT to
investigate the case,” th4e min-
ister had said.

If the NCP—which holds
the Home portfolio in the state
– decides to go ahead with the
SIT probe into the Bhima
Koregaon-Elgaar Parishad case,
it will send a clear cut message
to its ruling ally –Shiv Sena that
the chief minister —can ill-
afford to “overrule” his party’s
allies in the MVA on crucial
matters like the one in the case.
Simultaneously, the NCP is
bound to trigger a confronta-
tion between the State and
Centre over a parallel probe on
the Bhima Koregaon-Elgaar
Parishad case.
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India on Thursday brought
back 112 people from the

coronavirus-hit Chinese city
Wuhan and another group of
124 from Tokyo who were on
board a cruise ship infected by
the deadly virus. All the evac-
uees will undergo a 14-day
quarantine in two batches at
the ITBP and Army facilities
in Chhawla and Manesar
respectively here.

The Union Ministry of
External Affairs said that AC-
17 Globemaster III transport
aircraft of Indian Air Force
evacuated 76 Indians and 36
foreign nationals from Wuhan
while an Air India flight
brought back the group of 124
people from Tokyo.

The foreign national evac-
uated from Wuhan included
23 from Bangladesh, six from
China, two each from
Myanmar and Maldives and
one each from South Africa,
USA and Madagascar.

Besides 119 Indians, the
people evacuated from Japan
included two from Sri Lanka
and one each from Nepal,
South Africa and Peru. The
group was among 3,711 peo-
ple who were on board the
c o r o n a v i r u s - i n f e c t e d
Diamond Princess ship when
it docked at the Yokohama
port near Tokyo on February
3.

"In line with India's neigh-
bourhood first policy and
Indo-Pacific vision, the special
flight also evacuated five for-
eign nationals — two Sri
Lankans, one Nepalese, one
South African and one
Peruvian," MEA spokesman
Raveesh Kumar said.

Three Indian crew mem-
bers didn't board the Air India
flight as they conveyed their

wish to continue their stay on-
board the cruise ship to com-
plete the period of extended
quarantine put in place by the
Japanese government.

Out of the total 138 Indian
nationals originally on-board
Diamond Princess, 16 Indian
crew members have tested
positive for coronavirus and
are receiving medical care at
an onshore medical facility in
Japan. They will undergo a 14-
day quarantine at the facility
set up by the Indian Army in
Manesar. Earlier, India had
evacuated around 650 Indians
from Wuhan in two Air India
flights. All these people later
tested negative for the virus
and were allowed to go home
after over a fortnight of quar-
antine. "In all 723 Indian
nationals and 43 foreign
nationals have been evacuat-
ed from Wuhan, China in
these three flights," an MEA
statement said.

The AC-17 Globemaster
f lown to Wuhan on
Wednesday had carried 15
tonnes of medical supplies for
coronavirus-affected people
in China. 

On the medical supplies
delivered by India to China,
the MEA said they will help
augment the country's efforts
to control the coronavirus
outbreak which has been
declared as a public health
emergency by the World
Health  Organisation. "The
assistance is also a mark of
friendship and solidarity from
the people of India towards the
people of China as the two
countries also celebrate 70th
anniversary of establishment
of diplomatic relations this
year," it said.
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The controversy over a spat
between the ruling Shiv

Sena-NCP-Congress alliance
and the Opposition BJP over
former Chief Minister
Devendra Fadnavis’  ‘bangles’
remark assumed a new dimen-
sion on Thursday, as a Sena
leader complained to the RSS
about  ‘objectionable’ remarks
by Fadnavis’ wife Amruta
against his party’s leader and
Minister Aditya Thackeray.  

A day after Fadnavis’
banker-wife Amruta came to
the defence of her and hit out
at Aditya through a tweet,
president of the state-run
Vasantrao Naik Sheti
Swavlamban Mission
(VNSSM) Kishore Tiwari – in
a letter written to RSS’ gener-
al secretary Bhayyaji Joshi—
objected to the term “cocooned
worm” used by her to describe
the Sena minister in her tweet
put out on Wednesday.

Addressing a BJP workers
rally held at Azad Maidan on
Tuesday, Fadnavis had had
slammed the Sena for its fail-
ure act against Pathan for his
much-discussed “15 crore...”
statement. "Uddhav Thackeray-

led Shiv Sena may be wearing
bangles but we are not. If
someone says something then
he will be given an answer in
the same way. BJP has this
much power."

Responding to Fadnavis’
“bangles” comment, Aditya
tweeted on Wednesday: “Shri
@Dev_Fadnavi ji, normally I
choose not to comment back.
Kindly apologise abt bangles
comment: bangles are worn by
the strongest of all- the women.
Politics can go on, but we need
to change this discourse. Rather
disgraceful coming from a fmr
CM”.

A couple of hours later,
Fadnavis’ banker-wife Amruta
Fadnavis – who has of late been
taking political stands on var-
ious issues and coming out in
support of her former chief
minister-husband – slammed
Aditya through a tweet. “A
cocooned worm will never
understand the ‘Pun’ of life ! It’s
meant to thrive on the glory of
the silken life woven for its
comfort by its ancestors
@AUThackeray ! Proud of ur
struggles @Dev_Fadnavis &
each and every hardworking
member of @BJP4Maharashtra
!," Amruta tweeted.

Tasking strong exception to
Amruta’s tweet, Tiwari stated in
his letter to the RSS general sec-
retary: “... celeb- banker Amrita
Fadnavis sought to defend her
husband (Devendra) by sug-
gesting that Aditya was a
“cocooned worm” and she said
`A cocooned worm will never
understand the ‘Pun’ of life !
It’s meant to thrive on the
glory of the silken life woven
for its comfort by its ancestors
@AUThackeray !’.  

“This unwanted activism of
both Devendra and Amruta is
the main cause for souring of
good relationship between BJP-
Shiv Sena and due to over-con-
fidence and arrogance, which
is core cause of historic SS-
NCP-INC mega alliance (sic),”
Tiwari stated.

In his letter -- a copy of
which he posted on his
Facebook page, Tiwari said:
“Amruta’s unwanted political
activism is beyond the under-
standing and culture of Indian
culture as no opposition politi-
cian’s spouses –husband/wife,
anywhere all over India criti-
cises Govt like this (No even
the deserted Jadhodaben!.
There are examples like wives
of L K Advani, Yeshwant Sinha,

Jeswant Singh, Shatrungan
Sinha, Arun Shourie etc do not
do such things”.

“Shiv Sena founder
Balasaheb Thackeray’s wife
Meenatai Thackeray quietly
functioned in shadow and her
contribution came out after her
sad demise... Same is the case
of CM Uddhav’swife Rashmi,
his cousin Raj T’s wife Sharmila
( who are) in background with-
out making useless remarks
and controversial gestures,”
Tiwari wrote.

Tiwari also took the exam-
ples of the wives of BJP leaders
Amit Shah, Nitin Gadkari and
Rajnath Singh who, he said, “
don’t go around abusing Sonia/
Rahul or husbands of political
rivals” “What’s Amruta
Fadnasvis’ hidden agenda? Is
she trying to take over the state
BJP which has no prominent
women leader left now? Will
she be acceptable to the BJP-
RSS mindset?.  These are the
questions being asked by the
people,” Tiwari stated.

Tiwari urged the RSS gen-
eral secretary “to look into the
matter and ensure that such
unhappy womenfolk does not
spell doom for BJP in 2024, in
centre & State”.
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A team of doctors, para-
medics and others will be pre-
sent at the quarantine facility
round-the-clock and the

inmates will be provided facil-
it ies like food, bed and 
indoor entertainment to spend
time, as per  the statement. 
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Patna: The Bihar Assembly on
Thursday unanimously passed a
resolution for the second time in
just over a year favouring a caste-
based census in 2021.

Speaker Vijay Kumar
Choudhary made the announce-
ment in the assembly during the
pre-lunch session.

“... This is an appropriate time
when the House should convey its

sentiments to the authorities con-
cerned for a caste-based census...
The proposed census 2021 be con-
ducted on caste basis,” Choudhary
said. He said Chief Minister Nitish
Kumar had made a proposal for a
similar resolution during the debate
on adjournment motion on
Tuesday on the Citizenship
(Amendment) Act, National
Register of Citizens and the

National Population Register in the
Assembly, which found support
from all other political parties in the
House.

The Bihar Assembly had on
February 18 last year passed a
unanimous resolution for carrying
out caste census.

Caste-based census was con-
ducted way back in 1931, the chief
minister had said. PTI
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Ending the speculation over
the fate of selection list of

Jammu & Kashmir Bank,
Probationary Officers and bank-
ing associates the UT
Government of Jammu &
Kashmir on Thursday went
ahead and scrapped the entire
recruitment process initiated in
2018.

The Administrative Council
which met under the chairman-
ship of the Lieutenant Governor
G.C. Murmu in Jammu also
directed the Finance Department
to advise J&K Bank to initiate a
fresh, fair, norm based and trans-
parent recruitment for 250
Probationary Officers and 1200
banking Associates in the J&K

Bank through the IBPS. 
This was stated by Principal

Secretary Planning,
Development and Monitoring,
Rohit Kansal  at an evening press
conference . 

Addressing media,  Rohit
Kansal also informed that  var-
ious legal infirmities had been
pointed out in the ongoing
recruitment process. As a result
the ongoing process of recruit-
ment for these posts by this bank
shall stand scrapped,” he said and
added that the bank is being
advised to ensure that all appli-
cants eligible in the last recruit-
ment which has been cancelled
shall be eligible for the fresh
recruitment  also.

He added, “The entire
recruitment process will be com-

pleted by on a fast track basis
within three months. The
detailed modalities and
announcements in this regard
will be finalized by the bank in
its next board meeting. 

Among other important
decisions, the Government  also
announced new amnesty
scheme for power consumers
across UT of J&K. The amnesty
scheme for the power consumers
will come into effect from March
1, 2020. “It decided that as a wel-
fare measure and in order to give
an opportunity to power con-
sumers to prevent disconnection
of their connections and to facil-
itate easy payment, the amnesty
scheme envisages payment of
arrears in three easy instal-
ments,” he announced.
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With the focus on the socio-economic
development of the southeast Asian

nation, India and Myanmar on Thursday signed
10 agreements as Prime Minister Narendra Modi
held wide-ranging talks with Myanmarese
President U Win Myint. The Myanmarese
president, who arrived in India on Wednesday,
received a ceremonial welcome at the Rashtrapati
Bhavan. He and First Lady Daw Cho Cho were
welcomed by President Ram Nath Kovind and
PM  Modi. 

The Prime Minister and President Myint later
held talks at Hyderabad House and 10 agree-
ments were signed between the two countries.
The focus of many agreements was on devel-
opment projects under India’s assistance, par-
ticularly in the conflict-torn Rakhine state.



When the Bharatiya Janata
Party (BJP) was voted to
power in 2014 and then even
more resoundingly in 2019,
one of the pillars that the

party sought to stand on was its claim that
Prime Minister Narendra Modi will represent
a strong Government and that it will protect
the country from any divisive internal or exter-
nal force. It is this assurance that forms the
backdrop of the now-infamous belief that the
Prime Minister’s “56-inch chest” will provide
India with a protective shield. Events that
unfolded in Delhi over the past week, where
clashes broke out between communities that
led to the killing of 35 people (at the time of
writing), have thrown cold water over the
Prime Minister’s hollow claims of leading a
strong Government.

In fact, there will be few instances in the
history of independent India where a citizen
has felt more unsafe than he/she does right
now. Delhi is in the midst of its worst riots
since 1984. And as relevant authorities exam-
ine who exactly is to be blamed for the vio-
lence that has been unleashed, there are some
issues that are indisputable and require some
tough answers. 

The first is, how did such a riot take place,
that, too, in the capital city? Delhi is not just
the capital of this country but is also home
to India’s most well-funded and trained
police force. Let this sink in. Theoretically
speaking, this means that the Delhi police,
which functions under the Central
Government that is controlled by the BJP and
more specifically comes under the direct
supervision of Union Home Minister Amit
Shah, is India’s best equipped police force. This
means that in terms of numbers and assis-
tance, compared to other forces across the
country, the law and order situation in Delhi
could not have been better protected. Well,
hypothetically speaking, at least. 

In addition to this, Delhi is also the cen-
tre for all intelligence agencies in the coun-
try. It is home to several intelligence bodies,
whose job includes to be alert about all pos-
sible acts of violence or riots that may erupt
in the country. But the intelligence bodies and
the police force have failed to prevent violence
in not more than a 10-km radius from
Parliament. How does this make those resid-
ing in other parts of the country feel? If the
Government could not stop acts of mass vio-
lence in places where its base is the strongest,
how exactly does it plan to protect the rest of
the country?

Let’s once assume that this is not true. But
the element of bias cannot be denied because
as per reports, the Delhi police was sent at least
six alerts on Sunday (February 23), asking for
deployment to be stepped up after BJP leader
Kapil Mishra called for a gathering in support
of the Citizenship Act at Delhi’s Maujpur. Why
then was the police so helpless in preventing
violence? This is a greater cause for concern
because if the Delhi police is better equipped
to tackle violence than any other police force

in the country, why did it fail to
deliver?

These are not the only ques-
tions over the conduct of the
Delhi police. Why are videos of
police personnel destroying
CCTV cameras doing the
rounds? The only way to get
answers and to ensure that such
riots do not happen again is to dig
deep and find out as to what
exactly happened. But how will
the destruction of CCTV cam-
eras help answer that question? 

What I am concerned about
and what should concern all of
us is the establishment of truth
and the delivery of justice to all
those people who have been
affected by this senseless violence.
This can be done only by taking
appropriate action against those
involved in the violence.
Perpetrators include leaders of
political parties of every hue and
any official, who allowed such
violence to go unabated for three
days. 

The more serious concern is
that slowly but steadily, we have
reached this shameful place.
There are a few reasons for this.
One is the lack of resistance by
the bureaucracy. I have some
sympathy for the bureaucrats
here though. Governments of the
past have often shown — and the
BJP Government has mastered
— how adept they are in the art
of abuse, twist and wrangle. This
is in contrast to Sardar
Vallabhbhai Patel’s vision of the
civil services being the “steel
frame” of good governance.

Bureaucrats are now routine-

ly being threatened with transfer
orders, raids by income tax
authorities or the Enforcement
Directorate or any other agency
which is at the Centre’s disposal
with a degree of reckless aban-
don. I don’t think we would have
to go more than a few weeks
behind to find an instance of such
abuse. It has permeated all insti-
tutions, including the Election
Commission of India. 

More recently came the
brazen example of Justice S
Muralidhar of the Delhi High
Court, who received a presiden-
tial order transferring him to the
Punjab and Haryana High Court.
This order came a day later after
he pulled up the Solicitor General
and the Delhi police for inaction
during the riots in north-east
Delhi. Coming down heavily on
the Delhi police, he pulled it up
for its failure to register FIRs
against alleged hate-speeches by
three BJP leaders, Anurag
Thakur, Kapil Mishra and other
usual suspects from the BJP. 

While pressure by a
Government on the bureaucra-
cy and the judiciary is not an
invention of the BJP — there are
obvious examples of the
Emergency, 1984 and 2002 —
rarely has there been as concert-
ed an effort by a Government to
undermine all institutions, all at
once. Circumstances are not
helped by members of these
institutions either. So often, we
see bureaucrats being asked to
jump and respond back with,
“How high?” In the judiciary, too,
we have recently seen a sitting

Supreme Court judge lavish
heavy praise on the Prime
Minister even as serious allega-
tions of abuse of State power were
being examined by the very
same court. 

Such acts and comments by
individuals in positions of author-
ity — whether in the bureaucra-
cy or in the judiciary or any other
institution — have chilling effects
on the citizens. It erodes their
faith in the institutions and the
Constitution. This poses a greater
risk to India’s democratic health
in the long term than individual
acts of abuse of power by the BJP
that I have highlighted in this arti-
cle. 

So what do we do? If the
State machinery is failing us and
institutions are displaying a lack
of backbone, the answer and bur-
den (unfortunately or fortunate-
ly) fall on everyday people.
Unfortunate because this is a
great burden that the civil soci-
ety must now discharge when its
institutions appear to be found
wanting. Fortunate because there
is rarely a time in history when
any Government or institution
can suppress the will of the peo-
ple. The only thing we must make
sure is that we fight, not with vio-
lence, but with vigour, voice and
vote to uphold the rule of the law
and the Constitution. Victory
then will be undeniable for every-
one who wants to live in a uni-
fied, peaceful and prosperous
democracy.

(The writer is a former IPS
officer, a former MP and current-
ly a member of the AAP)
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Sir — Every year, the country cel-
ebrates February 28 as the
National Science Day in remem-
brance of Dr CV Raman, who dis-
covered the scattering of light, also
known as the “Raman effect.”  It
is fascinating that great scientists
strongly believed in the power of
prayer, which helped them discov-
er the secrets of nature.

This reminds me of a story
about a young businessman
sharing a compartment on a
train with an elderly gentle-
man. When he noticed that the
old fellow was quietly and
intently praying with his Rosary,
the young man chided him for
his “superstition” and told him
that science had rendered the
beliefs of religion irrelevant.
“How did you come to discover
that?” the old gentleman asked.

His companion didn’t  
really know how to answer the
question then and there, so he
offered to send him a few texts
and public lecture notes on the
subject for his enlightenment.
“What’s your address?,” he asked,
“I’ll send you the material via the
post.” 

The old man rummaged in

his coat pocket and produced a
tattered business card that read,
Louis Pasteur, Paris Institute of
Scientif ic Research.
Undoubtedly, spirituality is
greater than science. Man has
only learnt to clone the body, not
the soul.

TS Karthik
Chennai
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Sir — This refers to the report,
“CCPD issues notice to central
medical institutions for denying
job to Divyang doc” (February
26). The office of the Chief
Commissioner for Persons with
Disabilities (CCCPD) has made

the right intervention by stepping
in to issue notices to the Delhi-
based central medical institu-
tions, Safdarjung Hospital and
VMM College. They allegedly
denied a teaching job to Dr
Nonita Gangwani, an MD in
physiology and a wheelchair user
with 70 per cent disability due to
multiple sclerosis, despite her

clearing an exam and interview
for the post. At a time when
Prime Minister Narendra Modi
has given special status to the
physically challenged and called
them Divyang to emphasise their
special place in the society, such
discrimination is condemnable.
Action should be taken against
the officials responsible.

Lalit Adesara
Pune
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Sir — This refers to the editori-
al, “The court rap” (February 27).
The violence in the capital, a
result of political manoeuvres,
was avoidable. It reflects badly not
only on the police force but also
on the functioning of the high
echelons of bureaucracy. Keeping
the Delhi police under the con-
trol of the Union Government has
provided much space for shame-
less and dirty politics. To make
governance accountable, the com-
mand of the police must be given
to the State Government.

Vineet Keshri
Via email
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On May 23, 2013, while speaking at the foun-
dation stone-laying ceremony for the Indian
National Defence University, Gurugram, the

then Prime Minister Manmohan Singh exuded con-
fidence that India was well-positioned and willing
“to become a net provider of security” in its imme-
diate region and beyond. In 2015, the Institute for
Defence Studies and Analysis (IDSA), New Delhi,
came out with an assessment report titled, India as
a Security Provider. The report highlights India’s
growing military capabilities and its proactive
responses to the human and non-human threats to
the littoral nations of the Indian Ocean, which cor-
roborates the country’s image and positioning as a
benign power and net security provider in the region.
But the question here is: Is India also willing to play
the role of net security provider when it comes to
ensuring water security in the region? The above-
mentioned IDSA report points out, “While tradi-
tional security threats limit India’s role; cooperation
on non-traditional threats opens up a new oppor-
tunity for India to play a regional role.”  Thus, it is
a geostrategic imperative for India to focus on non-
traditional security threats in the region emerging
from sectors such as water and energy.    

Today all the nations of South Asia face a water
crisis in one form or another due to a range of fac-
tors — population growth,  urbanisation, inefficient
use, bad management and lack of governance,
among others. The unfolding water crises pose a seri-
ous threat to sustainable development, agriculture
and industries, poverty reduction and the ecosys-
tem. Climate change has exacerbated the brewing
water crises like never before. The United  Nations
Secretary General António Guterres has termed cli-
mate change as “the most systematic threat to
humankind.” 

Water is a common resource and managing and
governing it has always been a challenge at any scale,
be it local or regional.  A participatory robust insti-
tutional architecture for water governance is need-
ed to manage and govern resources in a systemat-
ic and efficient way. Many of the important water
bodies in South Asia are transboundary and thus
their basins spread in more than one country.
Integrated basin management would not be a real-
ity without regional cooperation at the South
Asian level. 

Most of the water treaties in South Asia are bilat-
eral in nature, which form the core of the South
Asian political ecology of governance. Be it upper
or lower riparian, nations in the region are appar-
ently not content with the existing treaties. For exam-
ple, India, an upper riparian nation, does not seem
to be happy with the Indus Water Treaty with
Pakistan, a lower riparian nation in this case.
Between Bangladesh, a low riparian nation and India,
the Teesta river issue still remains unresolved, with
Dhaka asking for an increase in water share.
People in Nepal, an upper riparian nation, think
water treaties with India produces environmental
injustices to the riverine people of Koshi river.  Along
with this kind of political ecology of the region, the
issue of sovereignty in South Asia is a very sensi-
tive topic. South Asia represents a typical case of the
Westphalian concept of sovereignty, where each
nation has exclusive sovereignty over its territory and
the natural resources, including water. No nation
would like to be seen as compromising its sovereign-
ty. However in reality, in the face of globalisation and
trade integration, each nation is bargaining its sov-
ereignty with the other nations and regional and
international actors. These two factors — the
existing South Asian political ecology and the power
politics played out in the name of sovereignty — both

hinder and open up opportunities for
regional cooperation at the same time.
Some may think that  regional coopera-
tion compromises on the sovereignty of
a State. However, the notion of sovereign-
ty can be broadened to accommodate and
facilitate the idea of cooperation, which
is not about imposing suzerainty of one
nation on another.

India has been quite active in the
region in terms of coming to the rescue
of its neighbours when they are in trou-
ble. A case in point is when Maldives faced
a water crisis in December 2014, India
launched Operation NEER to immediate-
ly provide Maldives with it.  The people
and the Government of Maldives were
appreciative of India’s quick response and
help. Having said that, one must be
mindful that those were more of a
response to a crisis that emerged and sim-
ilar exercises could be useful to tackle
future contingencies of that sort. However,
water woes coupled with the effects of cli-
mate change have resulted in a distinct set
of challenges that call for India’s proactive
role in the South Asian region. What is
required today is a continuous regional
cooperation in providing water security,
which is at present marred by the absence
of an institutional architecture for water
governance in South Asia. 

India should play a lead role in insti-
tutionalising regional cooperation by
establishing a robust architecture. It has
already set an example with the launch of
South Asian Satellite in 2017, which
Prime Minister Narendra Modi in his
tweet termed as a “symbol of South Asian
cooperation” and “a journey to build the
most advanced frontier” of regional coop-
eration and partnership.  With India look-
ing for a larger regional role, it cannot
afford to be a security consumer. It has to
metamorphose itself into a credible secu-

rity provider. Benjamin Kienzle, a facul-
ty member of Defence Studies at King’s
College London, elucidates, “A security
provider has a stronger interest in the
immediate security of a third party,
rather than in direct security gains for
itself…the action of a security provider
easily lead to a win-win situation…A secu-
rity consumer, on the other hand, is pri-
marily interested in its own security and
is largely indistinct towards the security
needs of third parties…In general, secu-
rity consumers create easily win-lose sit-
uations...” Notwithstanding, he makes it
clear that a security provider in no way
compromises its own security interests. 

Domestically India has made some
progress to improve water governance.
The then Ministry of Water Resources,
River Development and Ganga
Rejuvenation (now Ministry of Jal Shakti)
constituted a committee led by Mihir Shah
to suggest institutional reforms for water
governance to deal with the water chal-
lenges that India faces in the 21st centu-
ry. In July 2016, the Committee came out
with a report titled, A 21st Century
Institutional Architecture for India’s Water
Reforms. The report makes a number of
critical suggestions to strengthen the
governance of India’s water resources. One
of them is about its shape and structure.
The report underlines that “polycentric
governance regimes characterised by a dis-
tribution of power but effective coordina-
tion structures perform better.”
Considering water as one of the sectors
most vulnerable to climate change, the
report stressed that the ability to respond
to it is strengthened by polycentric gov-
ernance regimes. 

The existing political ecology of
South Asia makes the space of water
resources a geopolitically contested zone.
Governance is needed to protect the envi-

ronment, to save the ecology and to man-
age water resources in an integrated and
holistic manner. Polycentrism is inherent
in South Asia and by default distribution
of power is effected by the  very nature of
South Asian sovereignty. What is missing
essentially is the effective coordination to
realise and unlock water governance
potential in the region. Effective coordi-
nation can be established only through a
well-structured institutional architecture
involving all the actors and stakeholders.
With the emergence of non-State environ-
mental actors and groups in the region,
the role of governments has receded in
water governance and self-organised gov-
ernance networks have found prominence. 

In their article  “Reflections on Actor-
Network Theory, Governance Networks,
and Strategic Outcomes”, Ludmilla Meyer
Montenegro and Sergio Bulgacov caution
that, “self-organised governance networks
can impede (policy) implementation…or
they can enhance the efficiency of policy
implementation…Thus,  it  is  important
to  determine  how  these networks are
formed, who forms them and how they
function, since they have such direct
impacts on governance. The  more we
know about networks, the  better  we
understand  governance dynamics  and its
relationships  with the Government,
informal  mechanisms,  and  private
actors.” 

India should painstakingly study the
governance networks that exist today in
South Asia for conceptualising a region-
al institutional architecture for water
governance in the region, to not repeat
another SAARC which is failing under its
burden.

(The writer works as a Senior
Programme Manager for climate and
water projects at a German foundation and
is a policy commentator) 
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It has taken the world a while to
reach the understanding that
nature can never be taken for

granted. Unfortunately, in India, this
is not the case and utilisation of com-
mon natural resources like forests,
green cover, oceans, rivers, fish stocks
and so on, doesn’t reflect anywhere in
our Gross Domestic Product (GDP)
accounting, as these are difficult to
chronicle. This economic inconspic-
uousness of nature’s services becomes
an underlying concern, which has
generated debate and discussions like

The Economics of Ecosystems and
Biodiversity (TEEB) initiated by the
United Nations in 2007. TEEB is a
global initiative focussed on “making
nature’s value visible”. Its main objec-
tive is to mainstream the value of bio-
diversity and ecosystem services into
decision-making at all levels. It aims
to achieve this goal by following a
structured approach to valuation that
helps decision-makers recognise the
wide range of benefits provided by
ecosystems and biodiversity, demon-
strate their values in economic terms
and where appropriate, capture them
in decision-making. 

Although conservationists like
Pavan Sukhdev and Gretchen C  Daily
— pioneers in illuminating and quan-
tifying the economic value of our nat-
ural environment — who are award-
ed with the Tyler Prize for
Environmental Achievement in 2020,
have clearly put forward the same
opinion, acceptance remains elusive.
The economic invisibility of nature to

drive humanity and dependence upon
market-based economic systems,
remain at the heart of deserved recog-
nition to account for nature in the
GDP, especially in relation to the sur-
vival of marginalised sections of soci-
ety. This invincibility somehow ham-
pers the cognition to acknowledge the
GDP of the poor via negative exter-
nalities. Often, in the process, the sec-
ondary sector (industrial) omits to
make the required dent due to an
invisible characteristic attached to
the transformation, from sourcing of
raw material to processing of finished
produce. 

Think-tanks and economists
realised the requirement for true
demonstration of environmental eco-
nomics or “greenomics” for its invis-
ible values much earlier and American
biologist and philosopher Garrett
Hardin’s The tragedy of the commons
is an exemplar to this. For the unini-
tiated, the tragedy of the commons is
a situation in a shared-resource sys-

tem where individual users, acting
independently according to their own
self-interest, behave contrary to the
common good of all users by deplet-
ing or spoiling the shared resource
through their collective action. It is
quite worrisome that big business
houses and people at large are not able
to value the gratuitous support pro-
vided by nature due to imprudence
and the incompetence to distinguish
private goods from public goods.

Greenomics is all about econom-
ic factoring of public and non-market-
ed (those not made by man and not
transacted in the market) goods in
computation of the national domes-
tic product of an economy. It is defi-
nitely essential (and poses a challenge
in a way) to evaluate the intrinsic eco-
nomic value, as most of the business
minds have tried to comprehend
today. One such endeavour comes
through the Global Initiative for a
Sustainable Tomorrow (GIST) plat-
form to quantify the impact of nega-

tive externalities by allocating eco-
nomic values to invisibles to make it
a plausible option for inclusion by the
bureaucrats and corporates. 

The concept of GDP accounting
of the poor appears to be crucial in
that it has to blend sustainability along
with big data that is accessible to all.
The TEEB framework facilitates all of
the above by merging it with data ana-
lytics, technology and sustainability.

Certainly, it is not about placing
a price on nature, rather it is about
recognising, demonstrating and valu-
ing nature’s services to people. Nobody
is buying or selling a cloud. The real-
ity is that forests can generate rainfall
that is vital for agricultural productiv-
ity. However, recognising and demon-
strating that true scientific value is the
reality now. 

The idea propagated by TEEB’s
Indian members, “GDP of the poor”,
holds relevance especially in a fragile
atmosphere of everlasting ecological
uncertainties that undoubtedly will

decide the future placement of the
nation on the global map. Their
report signals that the rural produc-
tion system would suffer the most,
given the destruction of our ecosys-
tems. The question that we must ask
ourselves is, that if nations like
Vietnam, Indonesia and so on, can
separately compute the GDP of the
poor, why not India, despite three of
the members on the board of the
TEEB being Indian. Initiatives like
zero-budget natural farming in
Andhra Pradesh and Maharashtra are
welcome and the need of the hour. If
bureaucrats could accept poverty-
alleviation as a mainstream agenda to
make a powerful diminution of rural
poverty, accounting for the GDP of the
poor can be the way forward.

(The writer is Assistant Professor
and Senior Research Scholar,
DRC/FMS, University of Delhi. Inputs
by Kushankur Dey, Assistant Professor,
IIM Lucknow. The views expressed are
personal.)
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Equity indices reeled for the
fifth straight session on

Thursday, pressured by a sell-off
in bank, IT and energy counters,
as the global markets grappled
with fears of the coronavirus
outbreak turning into a pan-
demic. The expiry of February
series derivatives contracts too
kept the domestic markets
volatile, traders said.

After plunging over 465.69
points during the day, the 30-
share BSE Sensex finally settled
143.30 points, or 0.36 per cent,
lower at 39,745.66. Similarly, the
broader NSE Nifty fell 45.20
points or 0.39 per cent to end at
11,633.30. The Sensex has now
lost 1,577.34 points in five days,
while the Nifty has shed 492.60
points. ONGC was the top loser
in the Sensex pack on Thursday,
dropping 2.61 per cent, fol-
lowed by HCL Tech, M&M, SBI,
IndusInd Bank and ICIC Bank.

On the other hand, Sun
Pharma, Titan, Axis Bank and
Asian Paints climbed up to 3.68
per cent. World markets extend-
ed their losses while safe-haven
assets like gold and US
Treasuries strengthened after
President Donald Trump
announced that the US was
stepping up its efforts to combat
the Covid-19 outbreak, while the
number of cases surpassed
81,000. Indian markets were in

the negative territory as the
rapid global spread of the coro-
navirus kept investors on the
edge and made them seek safe-
ty in gold and bonds, said
Narendra Solanki, Head
Fundamental Research
(Investment Services) - AVP
Equity Research, Anand Rathi
Shares & Stock Brokers.

India is at risk of getting
severely impacted by the epi-
demic economically because of
its high reliance on Chinese
imports for various goods, he
noted. Benchmarks also
remained volatile on account of
monthly expiry of derivatives
contracts, he said, adding that
sentiment remained sluggish
amid reports that GDP growth
is likely to stay flat at 4.5 per cent
in October-December 2019.
The government’s GDP esti-
mate for the December quarter
is scheduled to be released on
Friday. Further, relentless selling
by foreign portfolio investors
(FPIs) spooked retail investors,
traders said. According to pro-
visional data available with stock
exchanges, so far this week,
FPIs have offloaded stocks worth
a whopping Rs 6,812.57 crore on
a net basis. Sectorally, BSE real-
ty, oil and gas, metal, teck, IT,
industrials, energy, telecom and
auto indices ended up to 2.09 per
cent lower, while consumer
durables and healthcare settled
on a positive note.
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Troubled Vodafone Idea has
written to the telecom

department expressing its inabil-
ity to pay full AGR dues unless
the government takes urgent
measures, including allowing
staggered payment, reduction in
levies and implementation of
floor prices in the crisis-ridden
sector. The letter to the com-
munications ministry comes at
a time when the company is
confronted with AGR dues of
over Rs 53,000 crore and has
paid a mere 7 per cent of its lia-
bilities so far. Warning that it is
“not in a sound financial state”,
Vodafone Idea said the compa-
ny would be in a position to
meet its liabilities only if the gov-
ernment initiates steps including
allowing set offs for GST credit
accumulated so far, and per-
mitting staggered mechanism
for payment of balance amount
of interest, penalty, and interest
on penalty. It said adjustment of
GST credit due from the gov-
ernment could help in meeting
its AGR payment.

Citing its losses over last few
years, the company said the
financial stress in the telecom
sector is widely acknowledged.
The company underlined its
current subscriber base of 300
million, and employee base of
10,000 direct staffers while mak-

ing a strong plea for “urgent sup-
port from government”.
Vodafone Idea Ltd (VIL) said it
can settle the balance of its self-
assessed principle if the Centre
allows set-offs of Rs 8,000 crore
worth of GST credit lying with
the government.

In fact, the amount when
fully set off will even pay in part
the self assessed interest, it said
in the letter to the telecom
department seen by PTI. The
company has sought a morato-
rium of three years on  payment
of interest and penalty, and sub-
sequent payment timeline of 15
years at an interest of six per
cent. The letter, similar to the
one written by industry body
COAI, has also batted for grant
of loan, equal to AGR amount
at six per cent interest rate “so
that the AGR liability may be
discharged immediately”. When
contacted, a VIL spokesperson
refused to comment on the
issue. VIL, in its letter, further
pitched for reduction in licence
fee to three per cent from the
current eight per cent, and also
sought reduction in spectrum
usage charges (SUC) to zero or
a uniform rate of one per cent
for all spectrum. Blaming the
below-cost pricing of telecom
services, compelled by compet-
itive pressures as being the root
cause of financial stress, the
company sought immediate

implementation of floor price in
tariffs. VIL said a floor price
needs to be immediately made
effective, say from April 1, 2020
to ensure that the sector is fully
sustainable and in a position to
pay deferred spectrum and AGR
dues and still invest to create
world-class network and ser-
vices. The company said the
introduction of floor price will
enable revenue of the telecom
sector to nearly double from the
current level of Rs 1.75 lakh
crore. 

“Revenue of VIL is likely to
touch the revenue levels which
existed five years ago i.e 2015-
16 and ensure that enough cash
is generated to pay for deferred
auction spectrum dues and
deferred AGR payments of
interest, penalty and interest on
penalty,” it said. VIL Chairman
Kumar Mangalam Birla has in
the past made it clear that the
company will fold if it is forced
to make payment of over Rs
53,000 crore dues. Birla has
held multiple rounds of discus-
sions with the finance minister
and the telecom minister over
the last few days to explore
options to keep the company
afloat. In all, as many as 15 enti-
ties owe the government Rs 1.47
lakh crore — Rs 92,642 crore in
unpaid licence fee and another
Rs 55,054 crore in outstanding
spectrum usage charges.
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The outlook for India’s avia-
tion industry remains “neg-

ative” in the wake of coronavirus
outbreak, which has resulted in
many international passengers
cancelling their travel to South
East Asian countries, according
to rating agency Icra. More
than 81,000 people have been
infected and over 2,700 people
have died due to coronavirus.
China is the epicentre of the
virus outbreak.

Icra noted that the outbreak
has impacted travel to and from
China as well as other South
East Asian countries. “The sus-
pension of flights on the India-
China sector will not result in
any significant impact on the
financial performance of the air-
lines, unless the lockout is pro-
longed, as the traffic on these
routes account for only 0.9-1.3
per cent of the total interna-
tional passenger numbers.” Icra
said on Thursday.

However, the agency said
the impact is expected to be
severe if passengers from other
South East Asian countries, hit
by coronavirus, cancel their
travel. Traffic from these coun-
tries account for around 19.5-
23.8 per cent of the total inter-
national passengers flying to
and from India, it noted. The
extent of impact of the flight/
ticket cancellations on the prof-
itability of the domestic airlines

would, however, vary depend-
ing on the airlines’ presence in
these routes. In a note, the
agency said it has “maintained
its negative outlook on the
Indian aviation industry in view
of the ongoing lockouts in parts
of China following the outbreak
of the coronavirus”.

Some airlines have already
discontinued flights to China
and Hong Kong until June
2020. Air India has temporari-
ly stopped flying to China and
Hong Kong till June 30. The air-
line has also reduced the num-
ber of flights to Singapore.
Vistara has decided to cancel 54
flights to Singapore and
Bangkok in March. GoAir has
suspended its operations to
Singapore and has also scaled
down the number of flights
operated to Phuket and
Bangkok.

Among other carriers,
Singapore Airlines has extend-
ed suspension of flights across
its network, including India, till
end of May. However, Icra said
decline in jet fuel prices would
partly compensate airlines’ loss
of revenues due to flight can-
cellations. Crude oil prices have
fallen in the wake of the coro-
navirus outbreak, which has
impacted many countries.

Icra said the medium-term
impact on the domestic aviation
industry would also depend on

the economic shock to the glob-
al economy due to the coron-
avirus outbreak. Historically,
foreign airlines have enjoyed
high market share while domes-
tic airlines account for less than
40 per cent of the total passen-
gers carried on international
routes to and from to India, Icra
Vice President Kinjal Shah said.

“Assuming the same pro-
portion on routes to and from
China and other impacted
South East Asian countries, the
Indian aviation industry could
see a maximum impact (of
19.5-23.8 per cent) on the inter-
national passenger traffic
growth...,” she said. This impact
would be there in case there is
a complete suspension of flights
to and from these countries, as
they fly 4.5-5.5 million passen-
gers, she added.

According to her, such a
scenario would be negative for
the Indian aviation industry,
which is already reeling under
significant passenger traffic
slowdown, with the interna-
tional traffic growth for up to
December quarter of the fiscal
having witnessed a decline of 8.4
per cent. As per Icra, prolonged
shutdown of manufacturing
activities in China and subse-
quent impact of the outbreak on
the global economic activity
could result in a slump in glob-
al oil demand.
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Script Open High Low LTP
INFRATEL 221.50 225.50 214.85 223.40
HDFCBANK 1200.00 1202.50 1181.00 1199.35
MARUTI 6237.00 6338.35 6170.00 6285.90
ICICIGI 1234.00 1275.85 1216.00 1251.30
BAJFINANCE 4830.00 4830.00 4711.10 4763.00
BHARTIARTL 535.00 536.00 526.85 531.25
IBULHSGFIN 326.70 328.00 308.20 316.45
RELIANCE 1390.00 1393.95 1369.60 1385.80
SBIN 328.25 330.00 318.05 321.95
SRTRANSFIN 1280.00 1280.00 1241.95 1246.60
AUROPHARMA 510.10 521.60 508.30 519.25
YESBANK 37.20 37.95 36.05 36.75
INDIACEM 109.40 111.90 98.50 100.40
TATAMOTORS 144.70 146.70 141.10 145.00
IDEA 4.04 4.20 3.71 3.82
HDFC 2288.00 2289.70 2244.70 2273.65
INDUSINDBK 1142.00 1142.00 1102.20 1115.60
TATASTEEL 415.90 415.90 407.30 412.80
LTI 1990.15 1991.55 1966.55 1982.35
POWERGRID 186.80 187.80 181.45 186.65
NESTLEIND 16332.00 16340.00 16050.00 16261.55
ICICIBANK 524.90 524.90 512.85 514.95
TCS 2140.00 2140.00 2086.85 2103.90
MIDHANI 211.00 253.35 196.70 252.70
LAXMIMACH 3279.00 3410.00 3224.05 3345.10
LT 1216.95 1216.95 1200.00 1209.85
PRSMJOHNSN 66.00 67.10 63.90 65.50
JSWSTEEL 260.00 260.00 248.55 252.05
JINDALSTEL 169.90 169.90 164.65 168.30
HINDUNILVR 2245.00 2259.55 2200.70 2247.90
SUNPHARMA 375.00 390.45 369.65 388.40
NAVINFLUOR 1525.00 1554.00 1463.10 1477.95
BASF 940.50 1111.00 930.75 1064.70
ADANIENT 242.80 242.80 232.20 233.90
IGL 460.00 460.00 448.50 456.30
BANDHANBNK 395.70 406.00 387.50 398.55
DMART 2348.00 2369.15 2310.80 2320.05
VEDL 130.60 131.30 126.45 130.50
PVR 2000.00 2000.00 1932.45 1958.10
SRF 4120.00 4171.00 4093.90 4150.00
MOTHERSUMI 111.00 111.20 106.60 109.15
INFY 780.00 780.55 772.40 776.85
ITC 199.00 199.30 195.95 197.50
HCLTECH 584.00 584.00 568.25 570.85
CIPLA 414.70 422.35 409.20 421.45
MUTHOOTFIN 946.95 947.00 906.50 928.45
PEL 1419.10 1442.15 1378.00 1395.40
HDFCLIFE 559.90 569.35 544.05 566.65
MFSL 589.75 606.85 586.65 598.60
AXISBANK 729.80 739.15 717.20 738.30
MINDTREE 1001.00 1010.50 979.00 981.50
ONGC 96.00 96.00 92.15 93.30
M&M 508.00 508.00 487.75 493.40
SIEMENS 1333.00 1364.60 1319.20 1356.55
ASHOKLEY 78.50 78.50 74.80 76.05
DLF 213.00 213.00 205.00 208.00
UJJIVAN 371.10 371.55 359.20 363.85
TITAN 1260.45 1285.70 1251.00 1279.05
WOCKPHARMA 339.80 339.95 324.45 332.10
ULTRACEMCO 4350.00 4365.85 4280.00 4320.50
MCX 1361.00 1378.00 1336.40 1344.00
DEEPAKNI 503.00 511.15 474.00 496.90
BANKBARODA 80.25 80.35 77.30 78.25
NAM-INDIA 426.90 431.00 414.60 417.80
RBLBANK 316.20 316.20 306.75 309.50
PFC 127.00 127.80 122.35 125.05
ESCORTS 828.00 828.00 809.00 817.55
IOC 108.60 108.60 105.05 105.65
APOLLOHOSP 1759.30 1803.00 1754.25 1797.05
LICHSGFIN 349.30 349.65 333.70 336.40
GLENMARK 299.70 299.90 289.00 293.80
BAJAJFINSV 9375.00 9490.70 9271.00 9470.00
ASIANPAINT 1827.00 1852.50 1812.15 1844.35
LUPIN 669.90 671.40 655.00 662.65
FORTIS 154.95 157.00 151.60 156.45
PNB 49.45 49.45 46.80 46.95
TATACHEM 749.65 749.65 725.90 732.05
FEDERALBNK 85.25 89.50 84.65 89.05
CANBK 159.75 160.20 154.20 155.45
BPCL 449.95 449.95 438.65 445.55
KOTAKBANK 1663.45 1688.00 1661.35 1678.40
GAIL 108.00 108.25 105.15 107.40
L&TFH 114.30 114.85 111.75 112.35
EICHERMOT 17180.00 17211.95 16910.00 17100.00
STAR 488.40 503.00 477.85 495.40
MANAPPURAM 177.20 178.30 170.45 172.25
ABCAPITAL 83.20 83.35 80.70 81.30
COALINDIA 174.70 174.70 169.65 173.75
IRCON 522.60 558.40 510.10 546.70
NCC 40.10 40.10 37.75 38.50
EQUITAS 113.60 114.85 110.40 113.85
ADANIGAS 150.85 151.95 143.75 147.20
HDFCAMC 3242.00 3266.00 3186.40 3245.60
INDIGO 1382.90 1382.90 1359.20 1365.00
POLYCAB 1139.40 1171.90 1110.00 1163.50
HEROMOTOCO 2142.00 2158.20 2102.00 2111.20
BIOCON 296.80 301.45 292.50 299.20
CGCL 205.20 213.10 204.00 213.10
RITES 304.00 304.00 298.25 299.25
PIIND 1538.00 1540.00 1517.30 1533.05
RAYMOND 551.00 553.00 540.90 545.40
ATUL 4930.80 4985.45 4899.90 4985.00
GRASIM 709.70 716.30 686.60 713.45
HEXAWARE 363.60 366.80 360.80 363.20
NLCINDIA 54.50 61.60 53.55 59.85
BALKRISIND 1188.50 1190.25 1154.30 1170.00
NIITTECH 1878.00 1906.40 1860.10 1880.95

NAUKRI 2601.00 2661.55 2553.10 2564.20
JUSTDIAL 489.95 489.95 467.30 485.25
MGL 1085.00 1089.00 1051.65 1062.10
TVSMOTOR 434.00 443.90 423.20 436.05
WIPRO 239.95 239.95 230.75 231.60
HINDPETRO 209.00 211.55 203.10 206.00
WELSPUNIND 43.40 44.75 42.00 44.00
DIVISLAB 2179.00 2179.00 2118.50 2158.95
NTPC 110.90 110.90 106.75 108.75
BEL 81.70 81.70 77.15 77.50
GODREJIND 411.35 415.00 400.10 414.05
PIDILITIND 1549.00 1562.35 1528.00 1557.00
DRREDDY 3075.00 3087.15 3030.00 3068.65
STRTECH 103.10 103.10 96.35 99.30
TATAPOWER 49.25 49.80 47.50 49.35
APOLLOTYRE 150.05 151.60 145.50 150.30
TATAELXSI 955.00 955.15 915.00 930.65
DHFL 13.81 13.81 13.16 13.81
HINDALCO 169.00 170.20 166.20 168.35
AUBANK 1177.00 1194.00 1169.75 1180.25
BHEL 33.45 33.45 32.10 32.55
RAJESHEXPO 641.00 668.20 640.50 652.05
ACC 1414.80 1414.80 1371.95 1383.70
BRITANNIA 3038.85 3097.00 2960.70 3090.00
ZEEL 253.35 253.45 243.30 244.35
SOBHA 315.00 315.00 304.65 308.85
JUBLFOOD 1899.00 1899.00 1825.05 1854.85
LTTS 1680.25 1683.70 1665.00 1667.85
TECHM 811.80 817.00 800.80 817.00
VMART 2358.35 2358.35 2208.35 2320.00
DIXON 4045.00 4138.25 3855.00 4021.45
M&MFIN 360.60 360.60 350.50 351.00
SAIL 38.75 38.75 37.05 37.90
BDL 277.45 322.35 269.10 310.70
TORNTPOWER 305.60 311.80 300.30 310.00
UPL 569.90 569.90 549.25 550.70
AVANTI 510.55 510.55 479.75 481.35
TATACONSUM 368.00 368.00 360.30 363.40
TORNTPHARM 2249.65 2260.75 2145.40 2174.45
BAJAJ-AUTO 2930.00 2968.25 2917.00 2937.40
PTC 52.50 52.65 50.85 51.95
GMRINFRA 24.80 24.80 22.65 22.85
GRAPHITE 254.80 254.80 240.00 241.10
SPICEJET 89.00 89.25 86.85 87.40
SANOFI 7200.00 7358.70 7146.50 7300.00
AJANTPHARM 1420.50 1445.00 1372.05 1409.90
IDFCFIRSTB 39.00 39.05 38.35 38.60
ADANIPORTS 360.00 360.10 351.40 354.30
SBILIFE 898.00 914.00 876.00 908.60
WELCORP 193.95 204.80 187.05 200.95
HEIDELBERG 205.00 217.80 197.30 210.00
JAICORPLTD 94.00 94.65 91.40 92.75
HINDZINC 171.00 187.50 170.00 182.50
DABUR 502.80 508.00 501.45 506.75
BATAINDIA 1689.70 1690.85 1641.00 1670.90
NMDC 97.00 97.70 94.80 96.05
GUJGAS 281.10 288.45 266.20 286.75
AMARAJABAT 684.65 686.85 671.50 679.00
IPCALAB 1377.45 1377.45 1332.10 1341.00
MRF 68419.55 68419.55 66800.00 67465.50
BERGEPAINT 562.20 580.00 562.20 576.90
BEML 823.00 829.00 779.90 789.10
SUNTV 465.00 465.15 446.60 452.40
AMBUJACEM 214.50 215.20 210.60 211.00
BANKINDIA 56.60 56.70 54.65 54.65
RELAXO 766.00 766.00 710.50 721.45
ADANIPOWER 55.50 55.50 52.40 52.80
ADANIGREEN 165.10 167.75 162.80 162.80
COLPAL 1335.00 1337.65 1313.95 1323.95
UBL 1234.00 1262.15 1218.00 1248.45
BHARATFORG 452.10 463.25 451.35 461.75
AIAENG 1748.65 1960.00 1729.75 1830.00
CUMMINSIND 534.00 534.75 511.75 517.70
HEG 955.00 963.40 928.85 932.05
DELTACORP 155.00 155.00 145.10 146.15
PAGEIND 22250.00 22298.90 22000.25 22187.05
HAVELLS 648.20 648.20 632.55 638.55
SUZLON 2.81 2.84 2.66 2.83
ICICIPRULI 474.85 483.35 466.50 481.90
BOSCHLTD 13290.00 13290.00 12800.00 13025.05
VOLTAS 695.75 696.00 680.00 685.10
NATIONALUM 35.75 36.00 34.45 34.70
MARICO 308.00 308.10 302.15 306.50
CONCOR 511.90 520.65 503.25 510.00
GODREJCP 603.00 603.50 589.20 597.50
TRENT 737.70 748.15 728.35 732.05
RADICO 426.40 430.40 415.00 427.45
NILKAMAL 1406.85 1519.00 1315.00 1440.00

IRB 93.90 97.00 92.85 93.85
ALKEM 2636.00 2698.95 2605.90 2633.25
BOMDYEING 75.95 76.20 73.15 74.70
RECLTD 130.40 130.40 125.50 126.30
GRANULES 174.10 180.10 171.45 173.05
SUNTECK 357.00 359.30 349.00 349.65
GODREJPROP 1066.95 1066.95 1034.00 1038.00
ARVINDFASN 351.90 359.05 340.40 349.75
PETRONET 261.90 262.95 259.00 261.75
EXIDEIND 170.25 171.65 167.70 171.10
GODFRYPHLP 1197.00 1205.85 1133.00 1158.50
ABBOTINDIA 16300.00 16661.25 16010.55 16135.65
PHOENIXLTD 913.80 913.80 873.00 884.20
INOXLEISUR 481.25 481.70 460.00 465.85
SHREECEM 23646.00 23888.00 23207.55 23834.15
SUDARSCHEM 469.10 474.45 451.25 472.00
CASTROLIND 155.40 155.40 147.80 148.30
NOCIL 98.00 98.90 92.40 94.50
ISEC 499.10 499.10 481.00 491.40
TATAMTRDVR 60.05 60.95 58.40 60.55
BAYERCROP 4457.25 4461.60 4293.25 4310.00
IDBI 33.90 33.95 33.05 33.15
INFIBEAM 58.10 58.10 56.50 56.60
SPARC 155.00 157.40 148.10 155.45
DHANUKA 514.00 514.00 400.00 513.00
OMAXE 164.00 164.00 157.80 158.65
BLISSGVS 128.20 130.35 120.35 124.40
JINDALSAW 82.45 82.70 79.70 82.40
CARERATING 496.10 505.00 488.05 497.90
VENKYS 1377.00 1377.00 1321.30 1332.60
IEX 185.20 195.15 183.65 189.25
OIL 113.00 113.00 108.55 112.35
ENGINERSIN 75.15 75.75 71.00 73.25
SCI 51.00 51.00 48.10 48.40
OBEROIRLTY 509.40 519.00 507.90 519.00
GHCL* 180.10 188.80 178.00 185.85
BAJAJELEC 435.10 453.40 426.25 434.30
NBCC 28.00 28.05 27.25 27.45
PNBHOUSING 399.50 400.00 383.35 387.95
FORCEMOT 1185.45 1186.10 1145.00 1147.90
HONAUT 33994.90 33994.90 32661.00 33317.65
CREDITACC 940.00 940.00 874.15 883.70
RALLIS 231.00 233.05 227.10 229.80
VBL 839.35 858.10 816.00 819.35
SWANENERGY 132.00 134.00 128.05 129.05
ABFRL 262.60 266.60 255.00 259.80
UNIONBANK 41.10 41.45 40.20 40.45
AMBER 1500.00 1500.00 1377.60 1405.45
LALPATHLAB 1649.25 1659.20 1620.00 1642.50
WHIRLPOOL 2221.35 2249.00 2150.25 2214.00
RPOWER 1.84 1.85 1.77 1.77
JUBILANT 510.00 529.90 506.25 522.85
HFCL 16.50 16.60 16.00 16.10
RAIN 103.70 105.25 100.75 103.10
MEGH 57.90 57.90 55.30 55.40
CANFINHOME 506.20 507.90 500.45 505.65
ADANITRANS 264.05 264.05 250.40 253.55
IDFC 33.50 33.55 33.10 33.45
GARFIBRES 1647.00 1694.05 1521.05 1575.75
GNFC 170.00 170.00 164.80 165.45
RELINFRA 21.40 21.60 20.10 20.35
FCONSUMER 16.80 16.80 14.20 15.40
RVNL 22.40 22.50 21.90 22.00
IBREALEST 79.85 80.75 76.85 79.00
JBCHEPHARM 567.00 569.40 552.00 560.80
JMFINANCIL 114.75 117.80 113.60 114.20
HSCL 55.90 56.85 54.00 54.55
J&KBANK 19.50 21.45 19.45 21.00
MAXINDIA 88.60 95.85 87.85 92.10
GSKCONS 9695.00 9834.50 9610.00 9800.00
DISHTV 9.85 9.89 9.25 9.47
GLAXO 1357.80 1357.95 1327.85 1339.00
PRESTIGE 331.20 333.00 315.50 317.00
CADILAHC 264.90 264.90 256.10 262.80
MPHASIS 857.00 900.30 857.00 894.65
PARAGMILK 94.20 94.40 90.00 90.60
BALRAMCHIN 150.50 150.85 145.65 146.75
ITI 80.80 80.80 77.40 77.80
ESSELPRO 187.05 198.00 170.70 187.25
GICRE 189.80 189.80 178.00 178.80
METROPOLIS 1870.10 1884.35 1817.25 1840.60
KTKBANK 71.75 74.70 70.00 72.75
GILLETTE 5833.00 5835.00 5791.00 5791.00
BIRLACORPN 730.00 730.00 705.75 718.95
AKZOINDIA 2300.00 2393.55 2253.00 2313.65
REPCOHOME 290.70 294.00 283.50 294.00
CHOLAFIN 320.00 320.00 311.45 314.95
TIMKEN 1031.20 1045.90 1002.00 1017.00
GODREJAGRO 495.60 495.60 476.40 479.00
THYROCARE 611.70 613.50 595.00 607.00
APLLTD 650.00 661.50 641.20 651.00
PCJEWELLER 17.15 17.15 16.30 16.40
3MINDIA 20930.75 20930.75 20400.00 20544.80
JSL 40.50 42.00 39.85 40.35
ORIENTELEC 272.00 272.00 254.00 263.30
WESTLIFE 472.10 474.30 460.00 461.75
PFIZER 4228.25 4240.00 4133.70 4157.90
PHILIPCARB 117.30 117.85 113.10 114.70
DBL 328.95 329.80 319.10 321.15
DCBBANK 163.55 164.45 161.50 163.00
INTELLECT 124.40 125.50 120.30 121.45
VINATIORGA 1017.00 1017.00 987.20 992.00
VIPIND 440.70 442.45 431.00 433.65
INDIANB 78.15 78.35 74.85 75.30
MOTILALOFS 775.00 783.50 763.00 780.00
CESC 668.45 668.45 642.35 665.35
TATACOFFEE 89.60 89.75 85.45 86.20
GULFOILLUB 720.00 849.05 719.50 778.10

WABAG 205.90 210.40 196.30 203.65
RCF 41.60 41.60 40.15 40.65
MASFIN 1118.50 1123.00 1050.00 1092.35
SCHAEFFLER 4473.00 4558.50 4473.00 4530.10
HAL 706.35 739.80 702.85 724.10
RESPONIND 85.60 87.95 83.35 85.00
APLAPOLLO 1980.00 2001.70 1925.70 1995.00
KEC 331.20 331.20 314.00 314.00
BBTC 1100.00 1109.55 1079.35 1095.00
COCHINSHIP 360.00 360.00 337.20 354.00
HERITGFOOD 350.00 402.05 324.75 365.80
VGUARD 201.25 208.50 201.25 204.35
MAHINDCIE 139.15 141.30 129.00 140.05
BRIGADE 233.20 239.30 231.00 231.00
CENTRUM 18.80 19.85 18.60 18.85
EDELWEISS 96.90 97.55 91.60 92.10
SUPREMEIND 1375.10 1388.70 1330.40 1355.00
KEI 508.35 513.00 491.00 513.00
NHPC 21.55 21.70 21.20 21.40
CEATLTD 1010.00 1025.00 1008.00 1011.50
FRETAIL 320.60 321.45 310.35 319.80
CROMPTON 286.50 286.50 280.60 282.85
LINDEINDIA 723.10 726.45 694.05 696.05
CHAMBLFERT 150.00 153.25 148.50 148.65
AAVAS 1908.80 1918.45 1871.70 1901.15
UFLEX 225.00 225.00 220.90 221.95
NATCOPHARM 621.00 621.00 593.10 606.10
NESCO 728.40 728.40 703.55 711.05
TIINDIA 549.00 577.00 543.00 566.70
AEGISLOG 240.45 242.00 231.30 233.00
VAIBHAVGBL 1130.00 1140.20 1100.00 1139.55
JKTYRE 66.85 67.00 64.10 66.00

EMAMILTD 278.00 278.00 262.25 264.00
INDHOTEL 139.40 141.25 137.10 141.25
LUXIND 1521.65 1521.65 1455.25 1496.85
ORIENTBANK 38.80 38.85 36.65 36.90
KANSAINER 506.15 506.15 492.00 502.70
RELCAPITAL 7.05 7.21 6.84 6.92
TRIDENT 5.89 5.99 5.75 5.77
COROMANDEL 606.75 620.00 602.50 612.40
SOUTHBANK 9.53 9.72 9.40 9.58
FSL 43.20 43.30 42.05 42.25
GSPL 239.00 239.10 232.20 233.15
NIACL 117.00 118.10 111.30 113.60
KRBL 278.00 278.00 257.25 268.70
JSWENERGY 60.80 61.00 58.65 60.00
EIDPARRY 196.00 198.50 190.60 193.80
TV18BRDCST 27.00 27.00 24.55 24.70
IFCI 5.57 5.61 5.41 5.48
ITDC 274.40 275.35 265.10 265.55
FDC 251.10 251.20 239.60 240.95
HUDCO 32.00 32.00 31.05 31.40
TCIEXP 885.20 885.20 824.10 836.15
CRISIL 1573.00 1606.00 1545.00 1547.00
CCL 239.00 239.65 230.40 236.80
RAMCOCEM 792.75 792.75 764.00 777.75
CHENNPETRO 109.50 109.50 102.80 105.05
HINDCOPPER 34.00 34.00 33.15 33.20
NH 337.70 345.00 331.50 342.45
GREAVESCOT 131.50 131.80 128.85 131.20
BAJAJCON 190.00 194.00 182.00 194.00
SADBHAV 76.50 83.20 75.25 75.80
PNCINFRA 182.30 182.30 174.70 177.05
DCAL* 82.20 83.85 80.15 81.15
BAJAJHLDNG 3500.00 3500.00 3419.80 3451.10
ORIENTCEM 82.65 84.10 80.95 83.25
GUJALKALI 360.00 365.90 345.00 349.20
MINDACORP 112.00 112.00 105.65 109.70
IBULISL 103.65 104.90 98.00 98.35
GSFC 66.50 66.50 64.15 64.80
QUESS 535.00 544.35 526.00 538.65
BLUESTARCO 847.00 851.60 830.00 842.85
CUB 218.00 221.20 215.70 220.10
LEMONTREE 53.60 54.20 52.70 52.90
LAOPALA 205.00 228.00 202.00 223.15
TVTODAY 232.75 232.80 225.85 227.70
ASTRAZEN 2680.25 2689.95 2645.95 2661.45
JCHAC 2836.40 2883.40 2784.65 2836.35
JAMNAAUTO 37.20 37.90 35.60 37.20
REDINGTON 112.80 112.90 109.60 110.20
DALBHARAT 813.00 813.00 794.70 797.35
MOIL 131.70 132.25 128.50 129.25
SONATSOFTW 349.20 354.40 340.95 345.45
KNRCON 268.10 278.80 265.80 271.75
SHANKARA 479.95 486.00 461.50 475.65
CAPPL 320.70 326.20 318.25 319.10
SCHNEIDER 98.00 98.70 96.50 97.15
DCMSHRIRAM 340.50 340.50 322.95 337.60
DEEPAKFERT 92.25 92.25 90.10 90.70

FINEORG 2235.95 2244.25 2190.20 2210.00
TATAMETALI 640.00 642.10 597.05 642.10
TATAINVEST 910.75 913.85 885.05 897.75
MHRIL 220.50 221.70 211.45 217.25
KALPATPOWR 345.40 347.85 338.65 343.55
STARCEMENT 93.00 93.90 87.00 90.00
FINOLEXIND 566.05 566.05 549.70 554.30
JKCEMENT 1433.95 1433.95 1388.40 1400.45
INOXWIND 35.55 36.40 34.55 35.05
PGHL 4168.90 4180.45 4116.15 4167.65
KAJARIACER 543.10 547.00 525.15 534.45
BALMLAWRIE 107.00 107.00 102.65 104.05
MAHLOG 392.95 392.95 380.00 381.70
SYNGENE 306.00 307.40 301.00 303.85
GPPL 75.15 76.05 72.50 73.05
ALBK 13.45 13.50 12.90 13.00
PERSISTENT 700.00 724.00 698.70 713.55
JISLJALEQS 5.97 5.97 5.57 5.60
SIS 576.00 590.10 566.60 572.00
HIMATSEIDE 108.45 108.45 101.55 102.70
FINCABLES 348.00 348.00 333.25 343.90
MMTC 18.60 18.60 18.05 18.15
SYNDIBANK 22.30 22.30 20.05 20.10
TEJASNET 57.60 57.60 52.50 53.10
IFBIND 480.40 484.60 447.20 463.40
ALLCARGO 108.00 112.80 107.95 111.25
SYMPHONY 1315.25 1315.25 1285.00 1308.00
OFSS 2768.00 2778.40 2708.85 2729.10
MRPL 39.50 39.50 38.10 38.10
CARBORUNIV 346.00 346.00 322.40 336.55
THERMAX 931.00 936.25 912.20 926.40
JYOTHYLAB 132.50 132.50 127.75 128.40
SUNDRMFAST 430.00 430.00 415.90 424.05
UCOBANK 12.80 12.90 12.55 12.55
LAURUSLABS 419.50 420.25 410.90 413.50
CENTURYPLY 156.00 163.00 154.00 160.10
SFL 1650.00 1653.00 1597.85 1650.00
JKLAKSHMI 319.20 322.05 315.40 321.10
ASHOKA 93.00 94.80 91.65 92.85
GEPIL 720.00 727.30 705.00 705.00
VSTIND 4175.00 4222.90 4095.35 4162.10
TTKPRESTIG 5816.40 5899.25 5816.40 5894.25
NBVENTURES 65.40 71.55 64.20 69.00
MAGMA 47.15 47.40 45.00 46.90
VTL 1084.20 1100.55 1063.00 1091.25
RATNAMANI 1333.00 1333.00 1278.10 1300.00
GICHSGFIN 101.00 101.85 98.35 100.35
MINDAIND 375.65 375.65 367.40 371.45
PGHH 11186.90 11248.00 11162.45 11248.00
TEAMLEASE 2359.00 2390.30 2325.30 2387.00
ASTRAL 1174.60 1175.45 1160.40 1165.15
IIFL 180.50 181.05 171.85 173.15
NETWORK18 29.10 29.10 28.00 28.90
JAGRAN 67.50 67.50 63.00 64.40
GRINDWELL 595.45 613.40 590.00 594.55
SJVN 23.60 23.60 23.05 23.60
MAHSCOOTER 4530.00 4557.75 4503.00 4552.00
ZENSARTECH 138.70 144.75 135.00 144.30
IOB 8.82 8.82 8.70 8.73
ITDCEM 57.00 57.00 54.65 55.50
TNPL 166.90 166.90 160.35 160.60
GMDCLTD 53.95 54.20 51.80 52.15
WABCOINDIA 6781.60 6832.00 6761.00 6812.40
CYIENT 432.45 433.70 429.70 433.00
SHILPAMED 465.00 465.00 465.00 465.00
ENDURANCE 955.00 1009.90 949.00 999.55
ERIS 412.75 432.80 410.75 427.55
ADVENZYMES 162.00 162.00 156.60 158.00
HATHWAY 20.95 20.95 20.10 20.50
ASTERDM 167.00 171.00 166.40 168.35
GALAXYSURF 1597.05 1626.40 1585.00 1599.10
BLUEDART 2831.70 2835.00 2763.00 2826.30
MAHABANK 11.05 11.05 10.70 10.82
CORPBANK 18.65 18.95 17.50 17.95
TIMETECHNO 48.95 48.95 47.75 48.20
GESHIP 257.45 257.45 252.00 256.50
VARROC 399.00 399.00 375.10 377.50
CERA 2417.50 2469.85 2416.75 2426.80
ECLERX 592.90 592.90 575.00 580.00
MAHSEAMLES 337.25 341.45 333.00 335.50
LAKSHVILAS 15.85 16.05 15.20 15.65
DBCORP 117.65 119.95 115.00 119.95
GET&D 126.85 127.70 123.30 125.30
TVSSRICHAK 1579.25 1598.00 1515.60 1530.95
EIHOTEL 133.30 133.30 131.20 131.75
SKFINDIA 1867.85 1920.00 1856.00 1893.50
SOLARINDS 1219.40 1219.40 1170.00 1185.70
SOMANYCERA 190.00 193.20 185.90 190.05
CENTRALBK 16.10 16.30 15.90 16.05
ANDHRABANK 14.75 14.75 14.45 14.55
UNITEDBNK 7.60 7.60 7.35 7.38
INDOSTAR 280.05 281.75 280.00 280.70
FLFL 353.00 360.50 345.35 354.35
JSLHISAR 69.35 70.60 68.40 69.70
MAHLIFE 375.95 377.55 362.60 365.20
VRLLOG 228.00 229.80 223.00 227.80
SUPRAJIT 194.00 200.05 194.00 199.00
TAKE 95.00 95.00 93.25 93.50
CHOLAHLDNG 540.00 541.00 533.95 538.50
SHK 108.00 108.00 105.00 107.65
KPITTECH 85.05 87.00 84.00 84.70
GDL 120.10 120.10 118.90 118.90
ZYDUSWELL 1436.80 1440.40 1431.55 1435.00
SHRIRAMCIT 1400.00 1405.50 1381.05 1399.10
KPRMILL 607.05 612.15 607.05 612.15
TCNSBRANDS 571.10 576.55 567.00 576.55
CHALET 321.00 327.30 312.00 321.40
GAYAPROJ 20.70 20.70 20.70 20.70

�������	

SCRIP OPEN HIgh LOW LTP CHANGE
NIFTY 50 11661.25 11663.85 11536.70 11633.30 -45.20
SUNPHARMA 375.00 390.70 369.45 388.00 13.30
BRITANNIA 3036.95 3100.00 2960.00 3099.95 58.60
TITAN 1250.00 1286.00 1250.00 1278.50 23.40
AXISBANK 728.70 739.45 716.55 737.30 7.90
GRASIM 702.80 717.50 686.00 710.40 7.60
INFRATEL 218.75 225.40 215.20 221.10 2.35
MARUTI 6230.00 6338.05 6166.80 6291.00 56.15
ASIANPAINT 1829.85 1852.00 1810.45 1843.10 16.45
KOTAKBANK 1666.00 1688.90 1660.60 1678.50 12.00
BAJAJFINSV 9385.00 9494.70 9266.80 9450.00 63.00
HINDUNILVR 2241.95 2259.70 2200.00 2248.35 12.15
TATAMOTORS 144.15 146.75 141.10 145.30 0.75
POWERGRID 185.10 187.70 181.30 186.80 0.95
COALINDIA 173.75 174.55 169.60 173.90 0.10
HDFCBANK 1195.00 1202.50 1181.00 1199.65 0.40
VEDL 130.00 131.40 126.40 130.20 -0.05
NESTLEIND 16300.00 16340.85 16057.50 16224.25 -15.90
LT 1212.35 1216.95 1200.00 1208.70 -2.45
ULTRACEMCO 4332.55 4365.05 4275.35 4331.05 -10.45
YESBANK 37.30 37.95 36.00 36.45 -0.10
CIPLA 411.10 424.00 409.00 421.00 -1.20
NTPC 109.20 110.30 106.65 108.75 -0.35
DRREDDY 3094.00 3094.00 3029.10 3064.00 -11.35
TECHM 807.00 819.70 800.20 808.35 -3.10
BAJAJ-AUTO 2944.80 2969.95 2913.50 2935.15 -11.45
EICHERMOT 17167.80 17248.00 16906.10 17085.00 -71.95
HDFC 2279.80 2289.60 2244.55 2265.95 -15.50
TATASTEEL 414.90 415.90 407.05 413.00 -3.30
INFY 778.00 780.75 772.20 776.55 -6.20
BPCL 446.85 449.65 438.50 445.10 -3.70
RELIANCE 1388.00 1393.80 1369.00 1380.45 -11.55
ITC 198.40 199.15 195.90 196.95 -1.65
HINDALCO 169.95 170.30 166.15 168.40 -1.50
BHARTIARTL 534.70 535.85 527.00 531.15 -4.80
BAJFINANCE 4815.00 4815.00 4712.10 4763.50 -46.50
ADANIPORTS 358.70 360.75 351.50 354.00 -4.40
TCS 2119.95 2119.95 2086.20 2097.00 -26.60
M&M 504.00 504.00 487.55 496.00 -7.00
GAIL 108.00 108.45 105.15 106.55 -1.50
ICICIBANK 522.80 523.30 512.65 514.40 -9.30
HEROMOTOCO2147.90 2158.65 2101.00 2104.20 -38.35
INDUSINDBK 1139.00 1139.40 1101.00 1114.00 -21.00
SBIN 328.00 330.00 318.00 321.65 -6.55
HCLTECH 582.10 582.40 568.00 571.00 -12.60
UPL 561.55 561.55 548.85 550.50 -12.50
ZEEL 254.80 254.80 243.50 245.55 -5.85
IOC 108.35 108.35 105.00 105.65 -2.70
ONGC 95.70 96.20 92.05 92.90 -2.90
JSWSTEEL 259.00 259.00 248.30 252.90 -7.90
WIPRO 238.95 238.95 230.50 231.45 -8.45

SE 500B
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SCRIP OPEN HIgh LOW LTP CHANGE
NIFTY NEXT 50 27451.50 27458.55 27087.35 27404.30 -65.85
HINDZINC 170.10 187.65 170.00 178.50 5.70
SBILIFE 890.80 913.90 875.00 909.00 17.65
ICICIPRULI 474.10 486.00 466.25 484.90 9.25
HDFCLIFE 559.00 569.30 544.25 567.70 10.65
ICICIGI 1220.00 1277.00 1215.00 1258.00 22.55
BERGEPAINT 567.00 580.00 565.20 577.00 10.00
PIDILITIND 1536.00 1563.80 1525.00 1562.00 26.30
AUROPHARMA 512.25 521.80 508.45 518.50 8.50
BANDHANBNK 395.00 406.00 387.30 398.70 4.60
SHREECEM 23549.00 23927.30 23136.80 23729.00 263.85
SIEMENS 1348.00 1363.00 1318.70 1357.80 11.40
DIVISLAB 2148.00 2172.00 2117.05 2158.60 16.50
DABUR 502.80 508.20 501.40 505.60 3.65
UBL 1238.00 1265.80 1218.00 1244.05 8.60
MCDOWELL-N 686.00 697.35 675.50 692.00 4.05
PGHH 11277.00 11277.00 11188.00 11240.00 -4.05
MARICO 306.80 307.90 302.00 306.00 -0.15
COLPAL 1333.10 1338.40 1313.25 1324.40 -1.40
CADILAHC 261.80 264.25 256.00 262.10 -0.75
BIOCON 296.00 302.00 292.45 297.80 -0.95
PETRONET 259.90 263.20 259.00 261.00 -1.05
ACC 1399.50 1407.95 1373.00 1392.10 -7.40
PAGEIND 22105.00 22320.00 21990.30 22000.00 -119.05
BAJAJHLDNG 3485.00 3523.65 3415.30 3462.95 -20.05
GODREJCP 602.00 605.20 588.95 597.00 -4.25
HDFCAMC 3263.00 3265.00 3187.00 3247.15 -26.60
LUPIN 669.10 671.30 654.60 664.00 -5.80
NHPC 21.50 21.65 21.20 21.45 -0.20
AMBUJACEM 213.60 215.15 210.50 211.35 -2.25
CONCOR 511.10 521.35 502.55 510.00 -5.80
OFSS 2785.00 2789.75 2710.30 2710.90 -31.05
HINDPETRO 209.00 211.70 203.15 206.15 -2.70
HAVELLS 647.00 647.40 632.60 638.00 -8.80
BOSCHLTD 13280.00 13289.00 12818.00 13066.70 -223.95
DMART 2347.30 2370.00 2310.00 2317.00 -41.40
INDIGO 1380.00 1382.90 1358.55 1366.50 -24.95
IBULHSGFIN 326.00 328.20 308.20 315.10 -6.40
MOTHERSUMI 110.95 110.95 106.55 109.00 -2.25
PFC 127.45 127.85 122.20 124.60 -2.60
DLF 212.00 212.80 204.30 208.00 -4.45
NMDC 97.50 97.75 94.85 95.50 -2.15
SRTRANSFIN 1276.95 1276.95 1241.05 1248.00 -28.95
PEL 1424.00 1442.00 1377.15 1395.25 -34.10
NIACL 116.90 117.65 111.10 114.10 -2.80
ASHOKLEY 77.90 78.15 74.75 76.05 -1.90
L&TFH 114.10 115.00 111.70 112.00 -3.00
BANKBARODA 80.00 80.35 77.20 78.00 -2.20
IDEA 4.05 4.25 3.70 3.85 -0.15
PNB 49.10 49.30 46.80 46.80 -2.35
GICRE 189.60 189.90 178.05 178.05 -12.00
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The virulence of the novel
coronavirus continues to

show a declining trend in
China which reported 29 new
fatalities, the lowest in weeks,
taking the death toll to 2,744
while the confirmed cases
climbed to 78,497, officials
said on Thursday.

The country’s National
Health Commission (NHC)
said it received reports 433 new
confirmed cases of the coron-
avirus infection and 29 deaths
on Wednesday from 31 provin-
cial-level regions on the main-
land.

Among the deaths, 26 were
from the epicentre of the virus
Hubei province and its capital
Wuhan and one each from
Beijing, Heilongjiang and
Henan, it said.

In Hubei province alone
2,641 people died due to the
virus since it erupted in
December last year including
2,104 fatalities in Wuhan.

The province, which is
under lockdown, reported 409
new confirmed cases on
Wednesday, taking the total
confirmed cases to 65,596,
local health commission said.

Wuhan reported 383 new
confirmed cases and 19 new
deaths on Wednesday. In total,
the city has registered 47,824
confirmed cases.

In all 34,978 people were
hospitalised in Hubei province
of which 6,581 were still in
severe condition and 1,403
others in critical condition.

The commission also said
Hubei reported 403 suspected
cases, taking the total to 2,019
cases. Capital Beijing reported
10 cases on Wednesday, taking
the total number of cases to
400.

All over China, a total of

2,358 people were still sus-
pected of being infected with
the virus.

A total of 32,495 people
had been discharged from hos-
pital after recovery including
23,200 in Hubei province.

By the end of Wednesday,
91 confirmed cases including
two deaths had been reported
from Hong Kong, 10 con-
firmed cases in Macao and 32
in Taiwan including one death.

Bruce Aylward, an epi-
demiologist who led an
advance team from the World
Health Organisation (WHO),
told the media in Geneva on
Tuesday that China has

changed the course of COVID-
19 outbreak, noting that the
rapidly escalating outbreak has
plateaued and come down
faster than the previously
expected.

Aylward said the unani-
mous assessment of the 25-
member team which conduct-
ed a nine-day field study trip to
Beijing, Guangdong, Sichuan
and Hubei is that besides
adopting a science-driven agile
response, China followed a
pragmatic approach which is
“technology-powered and sci-
ence-driven”.

“They are using big data,
artificial intelligence (AI) in

places,” Aylward said, adding
that China has managed mas-
sive amounts of data in finding
each COVID-19 cases and
tracing contacts.

However, President Xi
Jinping, who presided over a
high power meeting on
Wednesday said while the pos-
itive trend in preventing and
controlling the epidemic is
expanding and economic and
social development is rapidly
recovering, the situation in
Hubei and Wuhan remains
“complex and grim as the risk
of a rebound of the epidemic in
other regions cannot be over-
looked”.

Xi said at this moment it is
important to make unremitting
epidemic containment efforts
and accelerate all aspects of
work in economic and social
development.

He told the rul ing
Communist Party commit-
tees and governments at all
levels to accurately grasp the
epidemic as well as econom-
ic and social development
situations to ensure winning
the people’s war against the
epidemic and achieving the
goals of building a moder-
ately prosperous society in all
aspects and poverty allevia-
tion, Xinhua reported. 
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The US and South Korean
militaries on Thursday

postponed forthcoming joint
exercises due to the coronavirus
outbreak as the Asian country
reported 334 new cases, taking
its total to 1,595.

The decision to delay the
training was made after Seoul
declared its highest “severe”
alert level over the virus,
Combined Forces Command
said, adding the postponement
was “until further notice”.

The United States has
28,500 troops in South Korea
to protect it against the nuclear-
armed North, many of them
based south of Seoul at Camp
Humphreys in Pyeongtaek —
Washington’s biggest overseas
military facility.

The security allies have
previously scaled back their
annual joint military exercises
significantly to facilitate nuclear
talks with Pyongyang — which
condemns such drills as prepa-
rations for an invasion — but
a command coordination exer-
cise had been planned for this
spring.

South Korea has the high-
est number of virus cases in the
world outside China, where the
disease first emerged in

December and has since spread
to dozens of countries.

Thursday’s increase was
the biggest reported so far by
the Korea Centers for Disease
Control and Prevention, which
gave a death toll of 12.

More than 80 percent of
the South’s cases are in Daegu
— South Korea’s fourth largest
city with a population of 2.5
million — and the neighbour-
ing province of North
Gyeongsang. 

They centre on the
Shincheonji Church of Jesus, a
secretive entity often accused of
being a cult.

A 61-year-old female
member developed a fever on
February 10, but attended at
least four church services in
Daegu before being diagnosed.

Checks have begun on
more than 200,000 Shincheonji
members after the organisation
handed over a list to authori-
ties, and the number of cases is
expected to increase as a result.

South Korea has an
advanced medical system, a
free press and a strong culture
of public accountability, and
observers say that its health sta-
tistics can be treated with con-
fidence.

Officials have urged the
public to exercise extra caution,

advising citizens to stay home
if they have a fever or respira-
tory symptoms.

An American soldier sta-
tioned at Camp Carroll 30
kilometres (19 miles) north of
Daegu was put in self-quaran-
tine at his home Wednesday
after testing positive for the
virus, the first case among US
Forces Korea personnel.

Scores of events have been
cancelled or postponed as the
outbreak has spread in the
world’s 12th-largest economy,
from K-pop concerts to the
start of the K-league football
season, while museums and
other public venues have
closed.

The Bank of Korea on
Thursday lowered the country’s
growth outlook for this year to
2.1 per cent, down 0.2 per-
centage points, citing a con-
traction in consumption and
slowing exports due to the
spread of the virus.

The Catholic Church in
South Korea said it would sus-
pend all public masses at more
than 1,700 churches across the
country in response to the
contagion.

A group of Catholics who
recently returned from a pil-
grimage to Israel had been
one of the cluster infections. 
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Donald Trump has said he
was considering US trav-

el restrictions on Italy and
South Korea over coronavirus
fears, adding the situation
would not inevitably worsen in
the United States.

The president’s optimism
about containing the pathogen
contradicted a senior health
official in his own administra-
tion and came as authorities
said they had identified the first
case of unknown origin in the
United States.

“I don’t think it’s inevitable.
I think that there’s a chance that
it could get worse, a chance it
could get fairly substantially
worse, but nothing’s inevitable,”
Trump told reporters at the
White Houseon Wednesday.

He appointed Vice
President Mike Pence to lead
the response to the disease.

The message was at odds
with the Centers for Disease
Control and Prevention, which
urged Americans a day earlier
to be prepared to cancel mass
gatherings and said schools
and businesses should look at
developing teleworking plans.

“It’s not so much a question
of if this will happen anymore,
but rather more a question of
exactly when this will happen,”
said the CDC’s Nancy
Messonnier, citing the global
spread of the virus that has now
infected 80,000 people and
killed more than 2,700, most-
ly in China.

As of Wednesday, there
were 60 cases in the United
States - 15 detected through the

public health system and 45
repatriated from abroad, either
from a cruise ship off Japan or
from Wuhan, the Chinese city
where the first cases were iden-
tified.

The CDC said the latest
case in California “did not
have relevant travel history or
exposure to another known
patient” — meaning it could
represent the first instance of
“community spread” in the
US, though this was not yet
confirmed. Community spread
means spread of an illness for
which the source of the infec-
tion is unknown.

Foreign nationals traveling
from China within the past two
weeks are currently banned
from entering the US, and
Trump said more countries
could be added to the list.

“At the right time we may
do it, right now it’s not the right
time,” he said in response to a
reporter’s question about South
Korea and Italy.

South Korea has almost
1,600 cases, the highest outside
China, while Italy has 400.
Both countries have reported
12 deaths.

“Italy is, you know, a deep-
er problem, and we’re checking
people coming in very, very
strongly from those and at
some point we may cut that
off,” Trump added.

On Wednesday night the
State Department raised its
travel advisory caution level for
South Korea to the second-
highest, now urging Americans
to reconsider traveling there.

Trump added that Vice
President Mike Pence had been

assigned to lead coordination
of the government’s response
and would report back to him,
taking over the role from
Health Secretary Alex Azar.

Trump’s briefing came after
US lawmakers accused the
administration of downplaying
the crisis and underfunding the
response.

On Monday, the White
House asked Congress to make
at least USD 2.5 billion avail-
able for preparedness and
response, including developing
treatments and vaccines and
buying equipment for a strate-
gic national stockpile.

Senate Democratic leader
Chuck Schumer said the figure
was “too little and too late,”
proposing instead $8.5 billion.
Trump later told reporters he
would be happy to accept more
money. The president also took
to Twitter earlier in the day to
insist his administration is
“doing a GREAT job,” blaming
the media for trying to stoke
fear in a tweet in which he
spelled the name of the virus
incorrectly.

“Low Ratings Fake News
MSDNC (Comcast) & @CNN
are doing everything possible
to make the Caronavirus look
as bad as possible, including
panicking markets, if possible,”
he wrote, using a derogatory
acronym for the MSNBC net-
work.

Wall Street stocks finished
mostly lower Wednesday, sta-
bilizing somewhat after a two-
session rout, with worries
growing worries over the eco-
nomic impact of the coron-
avirus epidemic.
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Saudi Arabia on Thursday
halted travel to the holiest

sites in Islam over fears about
a new viral epidemic just
months ahead of the annual
hajj pilgrimage, a move coming
as the Mideast has over 220
confirmed cases of the illness.

The extraordinary deci-
sion by Saudi Arabia stops
foreigners from reaching the
holy city of Mecca and the
Kaaba, the cube-shaped struc-
ture the world’s 1.8 billion
Muslims pray toward five times
a day. It also said travel was sus-
pended to Prophet
Muhammad’s mosque in
Medina.

The decision showed the
worry about the outbreak
potentially spreading into Saudi
Arabia, whose oil-rich monar-
chy stakes its legitimacy on pro-
tecting Islam’s holy sites. The
epicenter in the Mideast’s most-
affected country, Iran, appears
to be in the holy Shiite city of
Qom, where a shrine there sees
the faithful reach out to kiss
and touch it in reverence.

“Saudi Arabia renews its
support for all international
measures to limit the spread of

this virus, and urges its citizens
to exercise caution before trav-
eling to countries experiencing
coronavirus outbreaks,” the
Saudi Foreign Ministry said in
a statement announcing the
decision.

“We ask God Almighty to
spare all humanity from all
harm.” Disease outbreaks
always have been a concern
surrounding the hajj, required
of all able-bodied Muslims
once in their life, especially as

pilgrims come from all over the
world.

The earliest recorded out-
break came in 632 as pilgrims
fought off malaria. A cholera
outbreak in 1821 for instance
killed an estimated 20,000 pil-
grims. Another cholera out-
break in 1865 killed 15,000 pil-
grims and then spread world-
wide.

More recently, Saudi
Arabia faced a danger from a
related coronavirus that caused

Middle East respiratory syn-
drome, or MERS. The kingdom
increased its public health mea-
sures in 2012 and 2013, though
no outbreak occurred.

While millions attend the
10-day hajj, this year set for late
July into early August, millions
more come during the rest of
the year to the holy sites in the
kingdom.

“It is unprecedented, at
least in recent times, but given
the worldwide spread of the
virus and the global nature of
the umrah, it makes sense
from a public health and safe-
ty point of view,” said Kristian
Ulrichsen, a research fellow at
the James A Baker III Institute
for Public Policy at Rice
University.

“Especially since the
Iranian example illustrates how
a religious crossroads can so
quickly amplify the spread and
reach of the virus.” The virus
that causes the illness named
COVID-19 has infected more
than 80,000 people globally,
mainly in China. The hardest-
hit nation in the Mideast is
Iran, where Health Ministry
spokesman Kianoush
Jahanpour said 19 people have
died among 139 confirmed

cases. Experts are concerned
Iran may be underreporting
cases and deaths, given the ill-
ness’s rapid spread from Iran
across the Persian Gulf. For
example, Iran still has not con-
firmed any cases in Mashhad,
even though a number of cases
reported in Kuwait are linked
to the Iranian city.

In Bahrain, which con-
firmed 33 cases as of Thursday
morning, authorities halted all
flights to Iraq and Lebanon. It
separately extended a 48-hour
ban over flights from Dubai
and Sharjah in the United
Arab Emirates, through which
infected travellers reached the
island kingdom off the coast of
Saudi Arabia.

Iranian President Hassan
Rouhani said there were no
immediate plans to quarantine
cities but acknowledged it may
take “one, two or three weeks”
to get control of the virus in
Iran.

As Iran’s 80 million people
find themselves increasingly
isolated in the region by the
outbreak, the country’s sanc-
tions-battered economy saw
its currency slump to its low-
est level against the US dollar
in a year on Wednesday.
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After two persons returning
from Iran tested positive

for the deadly coronavirus in
Pakistan’s largest city Karachi,
all educational institutions in
Sindh and Balochistan
provinces have been closed.

On Wednesday, a young
man tested positive for the
novel coronavirus in Karachi
— the first confirmed case in
Pakistan. Shortly after, anoth-
er case was confirmed and
both have returned from Iran,
Special Advisor on Health Dr
Zafar Mirza said.

Sindh Education Minister
Saeed Ghani announced on
Twitter that “all Govt and
private educational institu-
tions will remain closed on
Thursday & Friday (27th &
28th Feb).”

Balochistan government
announced to close down all

educational institutions across
the province till March 15.

An official handout said
the government took the step
“as a precaution to protect
children from coronavirus.”

“I can confirm first two
cases of coronavirus in
Pakistan. Both cases are being
taken care of according to
clinical standard protocols &
both of them are stable. No
need to panic, things are
under control,” Mirza tweeted
on Wednesday.

“If you or somebody you
know have recently returned
from China, Iran or a country
where #COVID?19 is preva-
lent and if there are symptoms
like fever, cough, difficulty in
breathing, please report by
calling at 1166,” he was quot-
ed by the Dawn news on
Thursday.

Mirza in a late night
media interaction in Quetta,

capital of Balochistan, said
that both the patients came
from Iran but they were in sta-
ble condition.

Pakistan has closed its
border with Iran where at
least 19 people have died from
the virus. He said the govern-
ment had taken effective pro-
tective measures well in time
to stop the outbreak of virus
in Pakistan. He urged the cit-
izens with travel history of
Iran and China and having
coronavirus symptoms to con-
tact the medical experts.

Meanwhile, there are
reports of shortage of masks
which are considered as the
basic precautionary measure
to protect one against the
coronavirus.

Authorities have asked
the people not to panic as
there was no threat of the
spread of the disease in the
country.
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Iraq’s vital religious tourism
sector was already suffering

after months of protests, polit-
ical turmoil and sanctions hit-
ting pilgrims from neighbour-
ing Iran - then the novel coro-
navirus arrived.

In the southern Shiite holy
city of Karbala, hotels have
closed and face masks are more
common on the street than the
full-length black veils worn by
female pilgrims.

Visitors are scarce at the
golden-domed tomb of Imam
Hussein, grandson of the
Prophet Mohammed, despite
twice-daily visits by health offi-
cials to sanitise the site.

Haidar, who sells rosaries
and holy soil from the shrine,
said his business had already
been hit hard since mass anti-
government protests broke out
in October.

“We haven’t been selling
anything because of the lack of
visitors from Iran and the
Gulf,” he said, rows of colour-
ful beads glistening on the
shelf in his shop.

“Now, on top of everything,
the coronavirus outbreak hap-
pened.” Millions of Shiite pil-
grims, many from neighbour-
ing Iran, visit shrines in Karbala

and nearby Najaf every year,
especially during the huge
annual Arbaeen commemo-
ration.

In “normal” times, income
from pilgrims creates jobs for
hundreds of thousands of Iraqis
and brings in billions of dollars
per year, constituting almost
the only form of tourism in a
country ravaged by decades of
conflict.

But Iraq now has five con-
firmed cases of the COVID-19
virus — all traced to Iran —
and visitor numbers are plung-
ing yet further.

The first confirmed case of
the virus was an Iranian nation-
al studying in a Shiite seminary
in Najaf, another shrine city
around 150 kilometres (90
miles) south of Baghdad.

The authorities responded
by closing the land borders
with Iran and banning the
entry of foreign nationals trav-
elling from the Islamic repub-
lic and other affected countries.

This week, they even took
the exceptionally rare step of
closing Najaf ’s Imam Ali mau-
soleum.

The site is one of the holi-
est sites for Shiite Muslims, who
flock there to kiss and caress
the tomb of the Prophet
Mohammed’s son-in-law.

Until October, the city
hosted more than 5,000 visitors
per day, 85 percent of them
Iranians, said Saeb Abu
Ghneim, head of the city’s
association for hotels and
restaurants.

“Najaf had 350 hotels. At
least 300 have closed and those
that remain open have a five to
10 percent occupancy rate,”
he told AFP.

The virus itself has yet to
hit Karbala, halfway to
Baghdad, but the city has not
been spared the fallout.

“Religious tourism in
Karbala is currently zero,” said
Sahib Zaman, deputy head of
the city’s chamber of com-
merce.

“No money is coming in.
No tourists are coming because
of the situation.”

The novel coronavirus is
just the latest disaster to strike
religious tourism in Iraq’s Shiite
holy cities.

US sanctions against
Tehran, the plummeting
Iranian rial and tit-for-tat
bombings between Washington
and Iran on Iraqi soil had
forced cash-strapped pilgrims
to stay home.

Ahead of the Arbaeen
commemoration in October,
Iraq had scrapped visa fees for

cash-strapped Iranian nation-
als to boost their numbers.

But mass anti-government
protests in Baghdad and Iraq’s
south starting that month fur-
ther hit visitor numbers.

“There have been demon-
strations and violence,
American sanctions against
Iran, the devaluation of the
Iranian rial,” Najaf official Abu
Ghneim said.

“Just when tourism just
started to pick up again, we had

a case of an Iranian infected
with coronavirus.” Fear of the
virus has left Najaf ’s streets
deserted and schools closed.
The only crowds are in phar-
macies, where people flock to
buy disinfectants and medical
masks.

In the street leading to the
Imam Ali shrine, waiters stood
outside restaurants, eagerly
trying to convince a few pass-
ing pilgrims to come inside.

“It’s fresh, it’s fresh!” one of
them shouted.

A Najaf resident said the
same street had been packed
with pilgrims before the
protests, with restaurants full
and waiters scrambling to take
never-ending orders.

For Shiite cleric Fadel al-
Bdeiri, the tourism downturn
is a sign that Iraq should wean
itself off Iranian dependance.

“The Iraqi community,
especially in Najaf, pinned
great hopes on Iran, so they
opened hotels for Iranians and
didn’t buy any goods except
from Iran”, he told AFP.

But the rupture in trade
and travel between the two
countries has shattered Najaf ’s
economy, he said.

“Iraqis thought that
Iranians would stay forever...
this was a mistake.”
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President Donald Trump has
said that the US’ relation-

ship with India is “extraordi-
nary” right now and a lot of
progress was made in bilateral
ties during his maiden official
visit to the country where
America will be doing a lot of
business.

Talking to reporters here,
after his return from India on
Wednesday, Trump said, “He
(Prime Minister Narendra
Modi) is a great gentleman, a
great leader. It’s an incredible
country.”

President Trump visited
India from February 24 to 25.
He was accompanied by First
Lady Melania Trump daughter
Ivanka Trump, son-in-law
Jared Kushner and the top
brass of his administration,
including National Security
Advisor Robert O’Brien.

They visited Ahmedabad,
Agra and New Delhi before
leaving for Washington on
Tuesday. During his stay, he
addressed a massive rally in
Ahmedabad, visited Agra and
held official meetings in New
Delhi.

The US president was feted

at the world’s largest cricket sta-
dium in the “Namaste Trump”
event in Ahmedabad and was
cheered by tens of thousands of
people.

“We were treated very, very
well and we really enjoyed it. A
lot of tremendous progress
was made in terms of relation-
ship—our relationship with
India is extraordinary right
now,” he said.

“We are going to be doing
a lot of business with India,
they are sending billions and
billions of dollars now to the
United States,” Trump said in
response to a question.

In a tweet, his daughter
Ivanka said that, Trump
announced that US
International Development
Finance Corporation “will
establish a permanent presence
in India to strengthen our eco-
nomic ties, improve develop-
ment plus further women’s
economic empowerment
through WGDP (Women’s
Global Development and
Prosperity Initiative)!”

On her arrival from India,
she thanked Modi for “your
warm hospitality as we visited
your beautiful country and
celebrated the strength, spirit

and unity of the US and India!”
“Throughout our visit we

saw monumental achievements
of human creativity & proof of
the infinite capacity of the
human heart!” she said.

The First Lady tweeted
two pictures of her with Trump
facing the Taj Mahal in Agra.

“One of the Seven Wonders
of the World, the breathtaking
Taj Mahal!” she said.

President Trump “reaf-
firmed the strong strategic
partnership, vibrant economic
ties and expanding security
relationship between our two
countries. Wonderful trip, but
glad to be home! Thank you
India!” said White House Press
Secretary Stephanie Grisham.

During the visit, India and
the US on Tuesday finalised
defence deals worth USD 3 bil-
lion under which 30 military
helicopters will be procured
from two American defence
majors for Indian armed forces.

The deals will include pro-
curement of 24 MH-60 Romeo
helicopters by India from the
US at a cost of USD 2.6 billion.
Another contract to acquire six
AH-64E Apache helicopters
for USD 800 million from the
US is also on the table.
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Aday after US lawmakers
reacted sharply to the vio-

lence in the Indian capital,
Democratic presidential can-
didate Bernie Sanders here
accused US President Donald
Trump of failing on the issue of
human rights.

Slamming the US presi-
dent, Sanders said the Trump’s
statement regarding the vio-
lence in New Delhi during his
India visit was a “failure of lead-
ership”.

Asked about incidents of
violence during his India visit,
the US president had said, “As
far as the individual attacks, I
heard about it, but I didn’t dis-
cuss that with him (Modi).
That’s up to India.”

Reacting to the issue,
Sanders on Wednesday tweet-
ed, “Over 200 million Muslims
call India home. Widespread
anti-Muslim mob violence has
killed at least 27 and injured
many more. Trump responds
by saying ‘That’s up to India’.

This is a failure of leadership on
human rights.”

Sanders is the second
Democratic presidential nom-
inee after Senator Elizabeth
Warren to speak against the
violence over the Citizenship
Amendment Act in New Delhi. 

Apart from the Democratic
presidential candidate, other
influential senators too
expressed concern over the
developments on Wednesday. 

“We are alarmed by the
recent violence in New Delhi.
We continue to support an
open dialogue on issues of sig-
nificant concern in order to
advance our vital long-term
relationship,” Senator Mark
Warner from the Democratic
Party and John Cornyn from
the GOP said in a joint state-
ment.

Warner and Cornyn are
co-chairs of the Senate India
Caucus, the largest country-
specific caucus in the US
Senate.

Congressman Jamie
Raskin said he was horrified by

the violence, which was fueled
by religious hatred and fanati-
cism. 

“Liberal democracies must
protect religious freedom and
pluralism, and avoid the path
of discrimination and bigotry,”
the Congressman said.

Richard N Hass, who heads
the powerful Council on
Foreign Relations, said the rea-
son for India’s relative success
has been that its large Muslim
minority saw itself as Indian. 

“But this is at risk owing to
govt attempts to exploit iden-
tity politics for political advan-
tage,” he said. 

Earlier in the day, the US
Commission on International
Religious Freedom urged the
Government of India to take
swift action for the safety of its
citizens.

Expressing “grave concern”
over the violence, the US body
said the Indian government
should provide protection to
people regardless of their faith
amid reports of attack on
Muslims.
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Malaysia’s king summoned
Mahathir Mohamad to

the palace Thursday, fueling
talks he may have majority sup-
port to return as the next
prime minister after his abrupt
resignation and the collapse of
his ruling coalition this week.

Mahathir didn’t speak to
reporters as he was driven into
the palace grounds. The meet-
ing came after the king inter-
viewed lawmakers to deter-
mine who they support as
prime minister and if they
want fresh elections.

A comeback as prime min-
ister for a third time will be a
remarkable feat for Mahathir,
the world’s oldest leader at 94,
after nail-biting twists, turns
and machinations in the polit-
ical drama that unraveled over
the weekend.

A failed bid by Mahathir’s
supporters to form a new gov-
ernment without his named
successor Anwar Ibrahim
plunged the country into a
political limbo.

A total of 37 lawmakers,
led by Mahathir’s Bersatu party,
left the ruling alliance, depriv-
ing it of majority support and
sparking a crisis less than two
years after it ousted a corrupt-
tainted coalition that had ruled
for 61 years.

The king dissolved the
Cabinet but reappointed
Mahathir as interim leader.
The result was a renewed bat-
tle between Mahathir and
Anwar, whose political feud has
stretched more than two
decades. 

Mahathir said Wednesday
he had quit to show he wasn’t
power crazy and because he
doesn’t want to work with the
former corrupt regime that he
had ousted in 2018 polls.

Despite a preelection pact

to handover power to Anwar,
he said Parliament should pick
the next leader and that he
would form a nonpartisan gov-
ernment if he is chosen again
to helm the government.

“I just want to do what is
best for the country. … I
believe, rightly or wrongly,
politics and political parties
must be set aside for now. If
allowed, I will form an admin-
istration that does not side with
any party. Only national inter-
est will be prioritized,”

Mahathir said in a televised
message.

His unity government plan
was rejected by Anwar’s camp,
which said it would only create
a “Mahathir government” that
is not accountable to the peo-
ple and unsustainable.

Anwar said lawmakers
from the three remaining par-
ties in his alliance have nomi-
nated him as the prime minis-
ter after Mahathir rejected
their offer to restore their for-
mer government.

He has said they will wait
for the king’s decision. His
camp still controls 41% of par-
liamentary seats but could be
the largest bloc after two key
Malay opposition parties with-
drew their support for
Mahathir.

Anwar was Mahathir’s
deputy during Mahathir’s first
stint in office in the 1990s, but
he was sacked following a
power struggle and later jailed
on sodomy and corruption
charges that he said were
trumped up.

Anwar led a reform move-
ment that helped built a fledg-
ling opposition but was jailed
a second time for sodomy in
2014 in a move he said was
aimed at killing his political
career.

Mahathir, who retired in
2003 after 22 years in power,
made a comeback in 2016
spurred by anger over a mas-
sive graft scandal involving a
state  investment fund.
Mahathir and Anwar recon-
ciled and forged an alliance
that won a historic vote in
2018 that  ushered in 
the first change of govern-
ment since independence
from Britain in 1957. But
their relationship remained
uneasy as Mahathir refused to
set a time frame to hand
over power to Anwar.
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An employee opened fire at
one of the nation’s largest

breweries in Milwaukee, killing
five fellow workers before tak-
ing his own life, police said.

The assailant who attacked
the Molson Coors complex on
Wednesday was identified as a
51-year-old Milwaukee man
who died of a self-inflicted
gunshot wound, police said.

“There were five individu-
als who went to work today,
just like everybody goes to
work, and they thought they
were going to go to work, fin-
ish their day and return to their
families. They didn’t — and
tragically they never will,”
Milwaukee Mayor Tom Barrett
said.

Authorities offered no
immediate motive for the
attack and did not release
details about the shooter or
how the shooting unfolded.

None of the victims was
identified. Police, who were still
contacting relatives, said iden-
tities would not be released for
at least 24 hours. No one was
wounded beyond those who

were killed, authorities said.
Officers worked for hours

to clear the more than 20
buildings in the complex where
more than 1,000 people work.
They announced at a late
evening news conference that
the work was done and all
employees had been allowed to
go home. Police Chief Alfonso
Morales said authorities believe
the shooter operated alone.

President Donald Trump
addressed the shooting before
speaking at the White House
about his administration’s
efforts to combat the coron-
avirus.

“Our hearts break for them
and their loved ones,” the pres-
ident said.

“We send our condolences.
We’ll be with them, and it’s a
terrible thing, a terrible thing.”
The attack occurred at a
sprawling complex that
includes a mix of corporate
offices and brewing facilities.
The complex is widely known
in the Milwaukee area as
“Miller Valley,” a reference to
the Miller Brewing Co. that is
now part of Molson Coors.

Molson Coors CEO Gavin

Hattersley called the shooter
“an active brewery employee.”
“Unfortunately, I am devastat-
ed to share that we lost five
other members of our family in
this tragic incident,” he said in
an email sent to employees.

“There are no words to
express the deep sadness many
of us are feeling right now.” He
said the office would be closed
the rest of the week and the
brewery shuttered “for the time
being” to give people time to
cope.

A group of brewery
employees gathered at a near-
by bar to talk about what had
happened.

“We are all a family. We
work a lot of hours together, so
we’re all very sad,” said Selena
Curka, a brewery employee
who was about to start her shift
when the complex went on
lockdown and she was turned
away.

“It’s just weird, because
nine times out of 10 you’re
going to know the shooter,” said
another employee Thomas
Milner. “It’s a tight-knit fami-
ly. Within the brewery we all
interact with each other.”

Milner was also on his way to
work when the shooting hap-
pened, and he was turned away
too.

James Boyles told the
Milwaukee Journal Sentinel
that his wife, Lasonya Ragdales,
works at Molson Coors in the
claims department. She was
texting from inside the facility
and told her husband that
there was an active shooter and
she was locked in a room with
a bunch of co-workers, the
Journal Sentinel newspaper
reported.

“Miller Valley” features a
160-year-old brewery, with a
packaging center that fills thou-
sands of cans and bottles every
minute and a distribution cen-
ter the size of five football
fields. A massive red Miller sign
towers over the complex and is
a well-known symbol in
Milwaukee, where beer and
brewing are intertwined in the
city’s history.

The facility is also home to
corporate customer service,
finance, human resources and
engineering departments.
Tours take people to under-
ground caves where beer was

once stored, a saloon with
intricate woodwork, a stein
hall with stained-glass win-
dows, a champagne room
meeting hall with leaded-glass
windows, and an outdoor beer
garden that can hold 300 peo-
ple. Molson Coors announced
in October that it planned to
close a Denver office as part of
a restructuring to eliminate
400 to 500 jobs. The reorgan-
isation was to benefit
Milwaukee, which was expect-
ed to see hundreds of corporate
and support jobs relocated
there.

Before Wednesday’s shoot-
ing, there had been three mass
killings nationwide in 2020,
with 12 total victims. All have
been shootings. In 2019, there
were 44 mass killings, with 224
total victims. The Associated
P r e s s / U S A
T O D AY / N o r t h e a s t e r n
University Mass Killings data-
base tracks all US homicides
since 2006 involving four or
more people killed, not includ-
ing the offender, over 24 hours
regardless of weapon, loca-
tion, victim-offender relation-
ship or motive.
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The world’s nuclear watch-
dog gave its backing on

Thursday to Japanese plans to
release contaminated water
from the damaged Fukushima
nuclear plant into the ocean.

Japan has around a million
tonnes of contaminated water
stored in tanks at the site of the
Fukushima Daiichi plant,
whose reactors went into melt-
down after a huge tsunami in
2011.

A government panel last
month recommended the
water be released into the
ocean or vaporised, but no final
decision has been taken, with
all solutions deeply unpopular
with sections of the Japanese
public.

International Atomic
Energy Agency (IAEA) direc-
tor Rafael Grossi told journal-
ists in Tokyo the panel’s rec-
ommendations both appeared
suitable.

“Of course the decision on
what to do and when is a mat-
ter for the Japanese govern-

ment,” he said.
“Our final analysis is not

completed but I can tell you
already that we find the (panel)
report based on a sound
methodology and a systemat-
ic approach,” he added, describ-
ing the two options proposed
as “in line with well-estab-
lished practices all around the
world.” 

“Releasing into the ocean
is done elsewhere, it’s not
something new, there is no
scandal here,” Grossi added.

“But what is important is
to do it in a way that is not
harmful and you need some-
body to monitor before, dur-
ing and after release, to check
that everything is okay.”

The radioactive water
comes from several different
sources — including water
used for cooling at the plant,
and groundwater and rain
that seeps into the plant daily
— and is put through an
extensive filtration process.

Most of the radioactive
isotopes have been removed
by the filtration system, but

one — tritium, which has a
long half-life — remains.

The issue is controversial,
however, with some of Japan’s
neighbours raising questions
about the safety of releasing
the water, and locals —
including fishermen — con-
cerned about the reputation-
al risks of any release.

Grossi said a “very com-
prehensive communication
strategy” would be key to the
process.

“You may have the best
technical strategy but a polit-
ical failure if you don’t com-
municate well,” he said.

“It’s an issue of legiti-
mate concern.”

The 9.0 magnitude quake
of March 2011 sparked a
huge tsunami along Japan’s
northeast coast that killed
more than 18,000 people.

The nuclear disaster it
spawned is  not direct ly
blamed for  any deaths,
though contamination ren-
dered swathes of the coast
uninhabitable, possibly for
decades.
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In a horrific incident, a 17-
year-old Pakistani boy has

been mauled to death by a
pride of four lions at an animal
park in Lahore.

The remains of Bilal, who
had been missing for two days,
were found on Wednesday in
the lions’ enclosure of the
Lahore Safari, according to a
park official.

“We recovered the remains
in the park on Wednesday
after Bilal’s father told us 
that his son had been 
missing since Monday. 
He was in the Safari Park 
to cut grass,” said Lahore 
Safari official Chaudhry
Shafqat.

“We have sent the remains
to a laboratory for a forensic
examination and ordered
investigation into the incident,”
he said.

It appears Bilal, whose
uncle was an employee at the
park, was mauled to death by
a pride of lions, he added.
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Hong Kong’s riot police offi-
cers will begin returning to

regular law enforcement duties
such as crime prevention and
traffic control because violent
pro-democracy protests have
faded, the force said on
Thursday. The announcement
came a day after the force was
given a 25 per cent bump in its
annual budget by the city’s
pro-Beijing leadership, includ-
ing a doubling of its equipment
allowance and plans to add
another 2,500 officers.

The police have been
maintaining a permanent ros-
ter of riot officers after huge
and sometimes violent pro-
democracy protests raged for
seven straight months last year.

The rallies and clashes have
since died down, partly due to
exhaustion and arrests but also
because of the emergence of a
new deadly coronavirus.

“Given that large-scale vio-
lent protests have declined
recently, the police will deploy
officers in the anti riot brigades

in stages and with flexibility to
reinforce other frontline offi-
cers in law enforcement work,
including community crime
prevention and elimination
and traffic control,” the police
said in a statement.

Hong Kong’s protests were
triggered by a proposal to allow
extraditions to mainland
China’s opaque and party-con-
trolled courts with millions
taking to the streets.

As the government dug
their heels in and deployed
police to surpress the rallies the
movement morphed into a
popular revolt against Beijing
as well as a call for greater
democratic freedoms and
police accountability.

More than 7,000 arrests
were made while police fired
nearly 30,000 crowd control
munitions such as tear gas and
rubber bullets.

Clashes became a weekly
and at times daily occurrence
with videos of police beatings
and arrests quickly going viral.

Polls show the city’s once
revered police force are now

loathed by significant chunks of
the population and officers are
routinely heckled and abused.

Police defended their tac-
tics and said they used appro-
priate force to match hardcore
protesters who embraced vio-
lence including arson, vandal-
ism, petrol bombs, rocks and
corrosive liquid.

No police officer has been
sanctioned over the protests
and the top brass have said no
instances of inappropriate force
was displayed by their officers.

The city’s police watchdog
is investigating the force’s han-
dling of the protests but
activists accuse the body of
being toothless and stacked
with government loyalists.

A group of international
policing experts stepped down
from advising the panel saying
it had neither the resources nor
expertise to do the job proper-
ly. Protesters want a judge to
oversee a fully independent
inquiry into the police, a
demand city leader Carrie Lam
and Beijing, as well as the
force, have dismissed.
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An Australian boy with
dwarfism whose distress

from bullying became a viral
video will donate hundreds-of-
thousands of dollars in dona-
tions to charity rather than a
trip to Disneyland.

The clip of nine-year-old
Quaden Bayles showed him
crying and repeatedly saying he
wanted to die after being bul-
lied at school, sparking an out-
pouring of support from
around the world. The video
was watched millions of times
and prompted US comedian
Brad Williams to start a
GoFundMe page that eventu-
ally raised almost USD 475,000.

Although the funds were
meant to send Bayles and his
mum to Disneyland, his aunt
told Australia’s NITV News
that the money would be used
for charities instead.

“What kid wouldn’t want
to go to Disneyland, especial-
ly if you have lived Quaden’s
life. To escape to anywhere that
is fun that doesn’t remind him
of his day to day challenges,”
she was quoted as saying.

“But my sister said ‘you
know what, let’s get back to the
real issue’. This little fella has
been bullied. How many sui-
cides, black or white, in our
society have happened due to
bullying.” “We want the money
to go to community organisa-
tions that really need it. They
know what the money should
be spent on, So as much as we
want to go to Disneyland, I
think our community would
far off benefit from that.” 

Australian actor Hugh
Jackman and NBA player Enes
Kanter were among the hun-
dreds of thousands posting
support for Bayles.

Beijing (AP): China is planning
to dispatch a 100,000-strong
army of ducks to help Pakistan
combat a massive locust infesta-
tion, a local newspaper reported
Thursday.

The legion of lotus-eating
waterfowl will be sent from the
eastern province of Zhejiang fol-
lowing the earlier dispatch of a
team of Chinese experts to
Pakistan to advise on a response
to the infestation that is being

called the worst in 20 years, the
Ningbo Evening News said.

China deployed ducks,
whose natural diet includes
insects, to fight a similar infesta-
tion in its northwestern region of
Xinjiang two decades ago, report-
edly with considerable effective-
ness.  Their use is both much less
expensive and environmentally
damaging than the use of pesti-
cides, the paper quoted Zhejiang
Provioncial Institute of

Agricultural Technology
researcher Lu Lizhi as saying.

Ducks are also more suited
to the task than other poultry,
such as chickens, Lu said.

“Ducks like to stay in a
group, so they’re easier to man-
age than chickens,” he said. 

A duck is also capable of eat-
ing more than 200 locusts per
day, compared to just 70 for a
chicken, Lu said. “They have
three-times the combat capabil-

ity,” he added. Calls to the provin-
cial government press office
seeking confirmation of the
report rang unanswered
Thursday and a number provid-
ed for the publicity department
at the agricultural sciences insti-
tute was constantly engaged.

Pakistan was invaded by the
locust swarm last year, which
proceeded to lay waste to the
country’s cotton crop and is now
menacing the wheat harvest.
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ISLAMABAD (PTI): Pakistan
Prime Minister Imran Khan
will visit Qatar on Thursday,
just two days prior to the sign-
ing of a landmark peace deal
between the US and the Taliban
in Doha to end more than 18-
year-long Afghan war that has
claimed tens of thousands of
lives.

The US is set to sign a
peace deal with the Taliban on
Saturday provided that a week-
long reduction in violence
across Afghanistan holds,

Secretary of State Mike
Pompeo said in a recent state-
ment. The Taliban also released
a statement confirming the
plan to sign a peace deal that
day. During his day-long visit,
Prime Minister Khan will meet
Emir of Qatar Sheikh Tamim
bin Hamad al Thani and the
two leaders will discuss matters
related to the bilateral ties and
regional development, accord-
ing to an official statement.

“During the visit of Prime
Minister Imran Khan to Qatar,

the focus will be on strength-
ening bilateral cooperation and
exchanging views on regional
developments,” the Pakistan
Foreign Office said in a state-
ment. This would be the sec-
ond visit of Prime Minister
Khan to Qatar after taking
office in 2018.

The Emir of Qatar visited
Pakistan in June 2019 and the
visit resulted in strengthening
the bilateral economic collab-
oration in diverse areas, the
statement said.
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How to rebrand an old con-
cept and link it to the discov-
ery of new destinations,
given the Government’s
intent to develop 17 iconic

tourist destinations? How to get domes-
tic travellers to look for exotica within,
given the Prime Minister’s call to travel
to at least 15 destinations at home? How
to develop a hub and spoke model where
the hinterland of known tourist spots can
be developed as a linked experience?
These were some of the questions that
were answered by panellists Ashwani
Lohani, Ritu Beri, Pronab Sarkar and Anil
Chadha at the inaugural session of the
Exotica Tourism Summit. Moderated by
Dr Chandan Mitra, it explored the pos-
sibilities of a deep-pore look within. 

Unveiling another of his films in the
Virtual Bharat series, filmmaker Bharat
Bala said that the familiar corners of India
evoked different emotions when looked
at through the eyes of its people. His film
on the shabad singers of Amritsar was an
interesting perspective of the holy town.
Highlighting the need for “felt emotion”
to convey a refreshing idea of Incredible
India, he said, “It’s very critical to show-
case what we are doing and how we can
build a new idea for tourism in this coun-
try. A place is not a destination, it’s an
emotion, a story and a culture. You tell a
story, you will find the traveller. When
domestic or international tourists travel
and hear a story, they become a part of
that destination. Almost 20 years ago, I
started Incredible India, all thanks to
Amitabh Kant. It’s time to discover the
new avatar of Incredible India. It has done
a wonderful job of showcasing the diver-
sity of this country but today’s marketing
and advertising needs are different. We
need to move on from typical advertis-
ing and find new ways to reach the audi-
ence. We talk about 5,000 years of her-
itage, at least we can make 1,000 stories
out of them. I have travelled 150 km by
road, discovering India. And what I dis-
cover, I put into films. In September, we
started the new initiative called Virtual
Bharat. It is going to be a repository of
virtual stories of India. To start with, we
decided to do 1,000 stories of the coun-
try. Deeper stories will connect deeper
with the audience and they will have
something to take home as emotion.
When we talk about culture, it is some-
thing you need to win over as an emotion.
When people look at India, they see the
Taj Mahal because they find it as an
embodiment of a great love story. We are
a 5,000 year old country, we don’t need
to hide only behind Taj Mahal. There’s a
lot more to showcase.”

Ashwani Lohani, Ex CMD, Air India,
felt that there is always scope for explo-
ration and rebranding India. “Nobody can
ever beat the impact of tourism in the
country. It is the biggest job creator and
also sways the image of the country. A few
years back, whenever somebody used to
talk about tourism of India, it was always
about international market and footfalls.
Yet the numbers were not encouraging.
The fact is you cannot make tourism a
growth driver till you cater to a domes-
tic market. When I got a chance to head
Madhya Pradesh tourism, I decided to
generate new interest in its diversity.” 

Lohani shared that people have a fair
idea about the places abroad but they are
not aware about the rich culture they have
at home. He said, “We need to start
exploring our own country. Indian
tourism has something on offer for
everyone in every category with all bud-
gets — India on shoestring, India in lux-
ury, the royal India, urban India, the com-
mon man’s India, historical India and
much more. Why not circulate the funds
in our own country for the good of our
own people? There is a need to catalyse
a movement of people within the states.
Tourism is a sector which has a massive
potential to grow. And I feel we are mov-
ing towards that.”

Luxury entrepreneur and fashion
designer Ritu Beri believes in the idea of
India. She understands the value of
being Indian. She tries to promote the
country in everything that she does. “My
first fashion show in Paris was based on
Indian heritage. From culture, designs,
motifs to fabrics and embroidery, every-
thing was Indian. I presented the collec-
tion in Hindi, it had French translations
and the music was Indian too. People
absolutely loved it. The country is very
well accepted abroad,” Ritu said. 

“If I go anywhere in the world wear-
ing Pashmina, people go crazy. Khadi, I
feel, is true luxury because it’s handmade
and today, more and more people are for-
getting the art of handcrafted things. That
is why it’s our strength and we need to
promote it. So when we talk about
tourism of India, it’s the whole concept
of being Indian. I have a 12-year-old
daughter. I am always telling her that
India used to be the richest country in the

world in recorded history. Our country
is very proud of many inventions. From
zero, yoga, geometry, snakes and ladders
to chess, it all comes from India. So why
are we not proud of being Indian or tak-
ing a holiday here? Why are we always
aping the West. Why are we apologetic of
what we stand for. From the Taj Mahal to
Rabindra Nath Tagore to Mahatma
Gandhi, we have a prolific history,” she
added. 

Ritu said that we are all empowered
today to present an India that is richly felt
and authentic. An India that we don’t even
think can exist. “Platforms like these are
very important for first, us Indians, to
accept the fact that we are above the rest
of the world. And then to spread the mes-
sage abroad. I know we can do it togeth-
er,” said she.

Anil Chadha, COO, ITC Hotels, said
that in colleges they always teach you a few

lines — if it is to be, it is up to me.
Somebody has rightly said that the three
biggest drivers in this century are going to
be tele communications, information
technology and tourism. “India has had a
good story so far. Our growth rates have
been better than the world. A lot has been
done by the government. However, there
is still a lot to be done because the num-
bers coming in are much less in compar-
ison to the numbers going out. One big

thing that we all have been speaking about
is domestic tourism. I feel, we should take
pride in our own country. Domestic
tourism is something that has the capabil-
ity to catch the eyeballs of the world mar-
ket. That’s probably the way to move the
international tourism forward,” said
Chadha.

He felt that if we compared ourselves
to certain benchmarks available with ref-
erence to footfalls, India was at one per

cent, China was at three per cent for their
domestic tourism and the US was at six per
cent. “That is exactly where we probably
need to reach. And it has to be a collabo-
rative effort. It has to be a great partner-
ship between the Centre and the states, pri-
vate players and the government.
Everybody has to put their best foot for-
ward,” he says. 

As a hotel chain, for example, Chadha
said that they had the honour of hosting
the US President, Donald Trump. The
hotel was full of Americans. They got to
see motifs of India that the hotel sports in
its decor. “They saw all the artworks and
wanted to know what went into their cre-
ation. So there’s a lot of storytelling that
needs to be done. The travellers are look-
ing for experiences more than anything.
And we need to create that for them. They
want to really get enriched at the destina-
tion they travel, in the hotel they live, in
the food they eat, the clothes they wear, the
mode of transport they use, it’s all getting
experiential day by day,” said Chadha. 

The president of Indian Association
of Tour Operators (IATO), Pronab Sarkar,
has been in this industry for last 45 years.
He felt that the government plays a big-
ger role in the promotion of tourism
because they are the ones framing guide-
lines and all the taxes. “We also have to
include the state government. It is not pos-
sible without their help. India is blessed
with domestic tourism with more than 180
million tourists. We get only 10 million
foreign tourists in comparison, which is
very low. As far as the world scenario is
concerned, it is less than 0.5 per cent. We
don’t even get one per cent of internation-
al tourism. Therefore, there is a huge
scope,” he said. 

Though some of our neighbours are
smaller and have a finite infrastructure,
they have had higher international foot-
falls. “It is very important to state that we
are losing out to our neighbours because
of the highest taxes. I feel, tourism is not
a luxury. It is an economic activity, which
is very important. Domestically, we have
to be very well connected. Our people
must have easy access to reach where they
desire. Everybody has to come together
and make it happen,” said Sarkar.
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Hours long traffic jam in hill stations,
hotels displaying “full” in red on

their gates, internet flooded with pictures
of people forming a beeline for water and
residents left with no adequate resources
due to over-tourism. All these incidents
have become common, especially during
the summer as the temperatures goes up
and more and more visitors head towards
the hill stations. Now the question here
is:  where do we draw the line and where
do we divert the travel addict without
denting the tourism economy?

To ponder upon the issue and come
up with various solutions across the
industry, Mandip Singh Soin, Sumant
Batra and Seema Bhatt spoke on Over-
tourism and Sustainability at Exotica
Tourism Summit organised by The
Pioneer media group. It was moderated
by Saimi Sattar.

A mountaineer, explorer and envi-
ronmentalist, Mandip Singh Soin began
the session talking about the potential of
eco-tourism and the need to reflect upon
responsible tourism. “We will soon ask
the government to launch an itirenary for
responsible tourism. There will be vari-
ous checkpoints that the travellers will
need to look at before embarking on a
journey. It will also include checklist for
the travel operators of the industry,” said
he.

Another panelist, Sumant Batra, an
insolvency lawyer and founder of Te
Aroha, shared the instances which helped
him set up his property in Uttarakhand.

He said, “This place was not much dis-
covered earlier. We started with five
rooms and now have 22.” It has an unusu-
al but appealing way to attract the visi-
tors through storytelling. It has a muse-
um and houses a library of 12,000
books. This new experiential helped draw
tourists to a new Himalayan experience
and ease the pressure off usual favourites.

Sitting next to him, Seema Bhatt who
has worked extensively on issues related
to eco-tourism, biodiversity and cli-
mate change emphasised upon carrying
capacity, setting industry standards and
striking a balance between sustainabili-
ty and livelihood. “There is over-tourism
because there are too many people vis-
iting a certain location only. It is very
important for us to see the figures of a
particular location, set standards and put
a limit on the number of people visiting,”
said she.

She talked about the factors that
determine the carrying capacity of a
region. When its an ecologically fragile
area like Ladakh, it depends on its eco-
system. It requires detailed involved

research such as the revenue generation
of the area, population, number of
tourists visiting, water consumption,
waste disposal and many other factors. 

But in order to keep the number of
tourists intact, it is very important to
route them to a different location. So we
need to diversify tourism. “As we are
operating in a country, which has the
largest number of youth, we need to
move beyond the old definition of
tourism of just visiting places and
focus more upon the experiences,”
added she. 

However, every solution comes
with its own challenges. Mandip said
that the people usually don’t take eco-
logical challenges into account during
the beginning. For instance, the num-
ber of jeeps in Ladakh increased from
four to 450 after people watched the film
3 idiots. “When we suggest people on the
carrying capacity they say ‘we have just
started, we need people.’ And they only
react to it when it gets worse. But you
need to consider this problem during the
beginning in order to disperse the peo-

ple in a better way,” said he.
While building a property in a local

area, it is very important to strike a bal-
ance between the local people, the area
and tourists. Sumant said that he was
very clear about not destroying the
apple orchards to build the rooms. “I
also decided that I would hire only the
local people. But most of them hadn’t
stepped out of their homes. So I called
an expert from Mumbai who trained
the locals for six months. They are very
quick learners. Now they are all well-
trained, some of them can also read
wine labels,” he added. 

The emphasis is to aid the local eco-
system and ensure that the tourists do
not impact the local people adversely.
There are literature, art and film festi-
vals to boost the local culture and attract
more visitors. 

For Seema, it is important to hire
the local people, not just as labours but
build their capacity too. “One must train
and empower them. The local cuisine
is a strong tool in their hands, one must
use that wisely,” she added. 
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Stars, light, mountains, trees,
river....everything is yours in

Punjab. So said Punjabi poet Lala
Dhani Ram Chatrik. At the Exotica
Tourism Summit organised by The
Pioneer media group, Tourism
Minister of Punjab, Charanjit Singh
Channi, recited this poem and made
people aware about everything that
Punjab has on offer. “We have always
had a very rich culture. Nowadays,
even the Punjabi music and dance
industry is making waves. No film is
successful without its music and
dance. We have the heart of India.
Whether it’s the independence move-
ment or any other fight for the nation,
Punjab has always been in the
front,” said he.

There have been many
reasons everyone has been in
love with Punjab, which is
why the state government
is making efforts to pro-
mote tourism in the
state. The farmers are
not only involved in
agriculture but also
are now setting up
homestays by
building cottages
in their farms.
Coupling farming
with tourism is
the growing trend
in the state. 

He apprised us of
the fact that Virasat-e-
Khalsa in Anandpur Sahib has

the largest footfall in Asia.
The state has also devel-

oped wetlands. It has
large number of birds

coming from outside.
Efforts are being

made to upgrade
the farmhouses so

that people can
stay and see

Punjab’s cul-
ture. They

can interact
with the

l o c a l
musi-

cians and potters. 
“We are trying to tap the tourists

from everywhere. There’s also a great
connectivity, which will in turn help
people from all across to visit us. The
rail connectivity is good. We are
developing the State highways for a
better road connectivity. Five air-
ports have been developed to garner
more visitors.”

Rahat Indori, lyricist and Urdu
poet once said, “Chalte Phirte Huye
Mehtaab Dikhayenge Tumhe, Humse
Milna Kabhi Punja Dikhayenge
tumhe...” The minister said that this
poem sums up Punjab very well. In the
state, one would feel home. “I invite all
of you with a big heart. Come and wit-
ness the beauty of the state,” he added.

He also expressed his gratitude for
The Pioneer for dedicating a day to

promote tourism.

�#�$4��
����������	��)�����3���$��

What if all the goodness
of the world comes
alive in a single place?

This is Punjab as presented by
Harkirat Ahluwalia, founder of
Citrus County Farm Stays. 

“You will find that the
beautiful smiles of the state
seem to weave a poetry. That’s
the magic of Punjab. It casts a
spell and the rich heritage
takes everyone by awe. The
spiritual ardor will bring inner
peace and every stone in every
wall has a tale to tell,” he told
us. 

Taking pride in being a
Punjabi, Ahluwalia focussed on
the Kartarpur corridor and
the benefits it has brought
along. “When people celebrat-
ed 550 years of Guru Nanak
Dev Ji, almost 60,000 people
have visited Sultanpur Lodhi.

The government handled the
pilgrims in such a way that
there was no mishap. 

Another advantage that
the State has is the connectiv-
ity and also the fact that it’s

geography is good. 
“It is the new stop in the

tourism line. We will promote
this state as one of the best
tourism destinations, especial-
ly its rural tourism, said he.
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Kevin De Bruyne orchestrat-
ed a dramatic Manchester
City comeback on

Wednesday as they stunned Real
Madrid 2-1 at the Santiago
Bernabeu to put one foot in the
Champions League quarter-finals.

Madrid looked on course to
edge a cagey contest after Isco’s
smart finish early in the second
half, but De Bruyne teed up Gabriel
Jesus in the 78th minute and then
tucked away a penalty five minutes
later.

A pulsating finish saw Sergio
Ramos sent off for preventing
Jesus from going clear and Madrid’s

captain will now be banned for the
second leg at the Etihad Stadium
on March 17.

City’s two away goals will
make them heavy favourites to go
through, even if manager Pep
Guardiola was quick to discourage
complacency.

“It’s still not over,” he said. “If
there is one team that can over-
come this it is this club (Real
Madrid) with their experience
and their history.”

“We know the situation,” said
Real Madrid manager Zinedine
Zidane. “We have to go there and
win.”

Madrid have now won only
one of their last five games, with the

Clasico against Barcelona in La
Liga to come on Sunday.

“We are on a bad run but we
have to get ourselves out of it,” said
Zidane. “Sunday is a chance to
change.”

�-+)@2+��((!�992!3<
Guardiola sprung a surprise by

picking De Bruyne up front and
leaving Raheem Sterling, Sergio
Aguero and Fernandinho all on the
bench.

“We played without a proper
striker because of the way they
defend,” said Guardiola.

“They are so aggressive down
the middle and when that happens
you have to make the pitch wide.”

His gamble paid off hand-
somely, even if Nicolas Otamendi
made the mistake that led to Isco’s
opener while an injury to Aymeric
Laporte meant Fernandinho had to
be introduced midway through the
first half.

Laporte must now be doubt-
ful for Sunday’s League Cup final
against Aston Villa.

+� (��++2�
City enjoyed their best

spell after the break.
Casemiro carelessly conced-
ed possession and De Bruyne
tore away, feeding Mahrez,
who cut in and curled wide.
Jesus drove another shot at
Courtois.

Zidane considered a change
and Gareth Bale was warming up
when Madrid took the lead.
Otamendi failed to control a Rodri
pass and Vinicius broke, with Kyle
Walker and Fernandinho rushing
to meet him.

They left Isco free behind
them and Vinicius picked him out,
giving the Spaniard a simple fin-
ish.

The hosts smelt an opportuni-
ty for a second as Dani Carvajal
weaved through and Ramos’s vol-
ley was deflected over by
Fernandino.

Bale came on for Madrid and
Sterling for City. Shortly after, De
Bruyne’s clipped cross was too high

for Ramos at the back post and
Jesus’s header beat a weak right
hand from Courtois to equalise.

Five minutes later, City com-

pleted the turnaround when
Carvajal slid in late on Sterling and
De Bruyne made no mistake from
the spot.
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The national shooting
federation of South

Korea, one of the global
hotbeds of the deadly novel
coronavirus, has asked its
Indian counterpart to make
its position clear on
whether athletes from the
East Asian country would
be allowed at next month’s
ISSF World Cup here.

In a letter to National
Rifle Association of India
(NRAI) President
Raninder Singh, Korea
Shooting Federation
Secretary General Yongjae
Lee has said that shooters
are keen to participate in
the event from March 15 to
26.

“Currently, most of the
Korean athletes are wishing
to acquire Minimum
Qualification Standard at
the ISSF World Cup —
New Delhi. However, there
is a great deal of concern
and worries among athletes
and officials that they
might not be able to partic-
ipate,” Lee said.

“Kindly state your
position regarding
COVID-19,” he added.

Lee said the tickets for
the athletes and officials
have already been booked
and their visa fees have also
been paid.

The letter was prompt-
ed by a February 26 direc-
tive from the Indian
Embassy there in which it
was stated that people com-
ing to India from Korea,
Iran and Italy — all severe-
ly affected by the virus —
after February 10 “may be
quarantined for 14 days on
arrival.”

South Korea has more
than 1700 confirmed cases
of coronavirus and 13 peo-
ple have so far died of the
disease.

Meanwhile, Bahrain
has become the latest coun-
try to pull out of the World
Cup. China, Taiwan, Hong
Kong, Macau, North Korea
and Turkmenistan have
already pulled out of the
tournament due to the
virus.
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Steven Gerrard hailed a “fault-
less” Rangers performance as

an impressive 1-0 victory at
Braga on Wednesday booked
their place in the last 16 of the
Europa League, winning 4-2 on
aggregate.

Gerrard has been critical of
his side in recent weeks as they
have fallen 12 points behind
Celtic at the top of the Scottish
Premiership.

But the former Liverpool
captain was bursting with pride
as Ryan Kent scored the only goal
just after the hour mark in
northern Portugal and the visi-
tors should have scored many
more.

“Super proud of the players.
To a man tonight they were out-
standing. I thought they were
faultless, certainly out of posses-
sion,” said Gerrard.

“This is no fluke. This has
come from sheer hard graft.”

Rangers were without top

scorer Alfredo Morelos through
suspension and the absence of the
Colombian could have proved
costly as they missed a host of big
chances before the break.

Kent has been criticised for
his lack of impact when Rangers
have most needed their £7 mil-
lion signing most of late.

However, the former
Liverpool winger produced a
big goal when he had too much

pace for the Braga defence to latch
onto a long ball before firing low
into the far corner.

Rangers’ first win in a
European knockout tie for nine
years means they will be in the
hat for the last-16 draw today.

“We knew there was an
opportunity,” added Gerrard.
“We need to enjoy tonight. We’ll
be really proud when the draw is
made.”
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World number two Rafael Nadal
stepped up his bid for a third ATP

Mexico Open title with an impressive
display of serving and shotmaking to beat
Serbian youngster Miomir Kecmanovic
on early Thurday.

The Spaniard hit 20 winners as he
kept his hopes alive of regaining the top
ranking with a 6-2, 7-5 victory over the
20-year-old Kecmanovic to reach the
quarter-finals at the Acapulco hardcourt
tournament.

“He’s a very dangerous player. Young,
with a lot of power. I’m very pleased with
the victory,” Nadal said.

“I played a very good first set and
that’s important for me. That gives me
confidence.”

Next up for Nadal is Kwon Soon-
woo, who reached his fourth quarter-
final of the month with a 7-6 (7/2), 6-0
upset against eighth-seeded Dusan
Lajovic.
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Young tennis players Dev
V Javia and Vaishnavi

Adkar emerged victorious at
the Roland-Garros Junior
Wild Card Series at the
Delhi Lawn Tennis
Association on Wednesday. 

Tournament ambas-
sador and 4-time Gland
Slam champion Mary Pierce
witnessed the action on the
final day of the tournament
and gave away the coveted
trophies to the winners. The
two players will now travel
to Paris to compete against
their counterparts from
Mexico, Brazil and China in
the Roland-Garros Junior
Qualifiers with a shot to

qualify for the main
draw of the Roland-
Garros Junior
Tournament 2020.

In the Girls’ cat-
egory unseeded
Vaishnavi Adkar and
Sanjana Sirimalla
pulled off upsets
against the top seeds
to reach the final.
The two young play-
ers battled it out in a
tense, three-setter
which went down to
the wire. After losing
the first set 4-6,
Maharashtra girl
Vaishnavi Adkar reg-

istered yet another gritty
comeback to win the 2nd set
6-4. In the third set, fortunes
fluctuated till Adkar eventu-
ally clinched the set 7-6 (3)
in a tie-breaker.

The Boys’ final was a
more straightforward affair
as top seed Dev V Javia
stamped his authority over
the competition once again
to defeat Chirag Duhan 6-2,
6-1. Gujarat player Javia’s
dominant performance
throughout the tournament
saw him clinch the title
without losing a single set in
all three matches. Up and
coming player Duhan put on
a brave display but ulti-
mately proved to be no
match for Javia.
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Leicester manager Brendan
Rodgers is confident Jamie

Vardy will end his current
drought and reach a century
of Premier League goals.

The former England for-
ward, 33, has scored 97 times
in the top-flight but has failed
to find the net in nine match-
es in all competitions.

Rodgers, whose side trav-
el to bottom side Norwich on
Friday, said he had no worries
about Vardy's recent poor for
form. "It is only a matter of
time before he gets back to
scoring goals again," he said.
"He doesn't look like the ner-
vous type to me."

Vardy found the net in
eight successive matches from
mid-October through to early
December but has just one
goal in his past 12 games.

"Sometimes you get a run
like it ,"  Rodgers said.
"Probably when he came back
from his (glute) injury (in late
January) he was maybe not
quite up to speed.

"But I thought against
Manchester City (in Saturday's
1-0 home defeat), you saw the
return of that running power
and speed.

"I have no doubt he will
get the goals and beyond that.
You don't force it, you don't
put the pressure on, he knows
that is his job. As long as he
is contributing, then I'm fine."

Vardy's drought has coin-

cided with Leicester's incon-
sistent form since mid-
December. They have collect-
ed just 15 points from the past
36 on offer.

Former Celt ic boss
Rodgers said his side, third in
the Premier League table,
could not afford to rely on
Vardy's goals.

"You have threats from
various parts of the team,
and for long periods of this
season we had a central threat
with Jamie, and other guys
were working hard, and they
started to contribute, but it's
dried up a little bit," he said.

"It's a team responsibility.
The strikers are important, but
there are other things.

"Look at Roberto Firmino
at Liverpool -- he's scored 10,
but you look at his influence
in the team and what he gives
and allows to the other play-
ers."
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Britain's Dan Evans upset sixth seed
Andrey Rublev 6-2, 7-6 (11/9) on

Thursday to reach the fourth ATP semi-final
of his career with victory at the Dubai
Championships.

World number 37 Evans said the
thought of playing another set after more
than two hours was just too much to con-
sider and worked hard to wrap up victory
in straight sets.

"It was tough, I just hung in at the end
and got through," unseeded Evans said.

"But I just didn't fancy playing anoth-
er set; I think that's what got me through."

The 29-year-old, whose previous last
four appearances came in Zagreb in 2014,
Sydney in 2017 and Delray Beach a year ago,
needed nearly two and a quarter hours to
advance.

He now awaits a Friday opponent as sec-
ond seed Stefanos Tsitsipas plays Jan-

Lennard Struff.
"Semi-finals in any tournament on the

ATP Tour is great," he said.
"It doesn't matter who it's (semi-finals)

against. Everyone is so good here."
Evans faced constant pressure from the

Russian who started this season with an 11-
match win streak, lifting back-to-back tro-
phies in Doha and Adelaide.

Evans needed to battle to earn the open-
ing set, finally taking it after a final game in
which he saved five break points before win-
ning on his third set point.

The second set was equally intense.
Evans was broken while serving for victo-
ry leading a set and 5-4, with Rublev tak-
ing it into a tiebreaker.

Evans missed on his first two match
point chances in the decider before his oppo-
nent sent a return over the baseline to end
it. The victory was the second tight contest
in a row for Evans, who saved three match
points in the previous round.
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Jurgen Klopp recently labelled Juventus
as the favourites to succeed his

Liverpool side as winners of the
Champions League, and Lionel Messi has
also talked up the Italians' chances, but
they looked nothing like contenders to
lift the trophy as Cristiano Ronaldo and
his teammates fired blanks against Lyon
on Wednesday.

Juve will have to come from behind
in the second leg of their last-16 tie on
March 17 after going down 1-0 in
France as a first-half goal by Lucas
Tousart separated the teams.

The French side were worthy win-
ners, despite enduring a mediocre sea-
son in Ligue 1 and only just scraping
through their group. They will be con-
fident of scoring an away goal in Turin,
too.

All the pressure is on the Serie A out-
fit. While their rivals talk them up, those
within the club admit winning the com-
petition is the major objective, although
they have emphasised the importance of
luck in the knockout phase.

"We are very lucky to be able to chase
the Champions League dream, because
if we achieve it, it will be bliss, and if we
don't the journey will have been beauti-
ful," insisted coach Maurizio Sarri on the
eve of the Lyon game.

However, no Juventus supporter, or
director, will agree with that if they do
not improve on their performance in
Lyon.

The Italian league leaders mustered
just one attempt on target, with Ronaldo
unable to continue the form that had seen
him score in each of his first nine
appearances of 2020, and bag 19 goals
since the beginning of December.

He is 35 now, so Juve are in a hurry
to win the Champions League with the
Portugal star, who cost them 100 million
euros ($109 million) from Real Madrid
in 2018, not to mention his astronomi-
cal wages.

- No holding back -
The Italian press did not hold back

on Thursday, with Turin-based sports
daily Tuttosport leading the assault by
complaining that "This is not Juve!"

Meanwhile, Gazzetta dello Sport
asked: "Juve, where are you?" The paper
also warned Sarri "is in trouble".

Skipper Leonardo Bonucci accepted
his side "got it all wrong" while Sarri him-
self admitted his team had been "slow and
sluggish".

Yet there are enough young legs in
the Juventus team -- not least 85.5 mil-
lion-euro centre-back Matthijs de Ligt -
- for them to play with greater energy
than they did against Lyon.

Perhaps there is simply too much
pressure on Juventus, who are desperate
for Champions League success having
lost five finals since last lifting the trophy
in 1996. Along with Paris Saint-Germain
and Bayern Munich, they are also one of
those European mega-clubs whose
domestic dominance has become so
entrenched it is now all about the
Champions League. European failure can
leave any other success feeling rather hol-
low.

Lyon, probably the worst team left in
the competition when the draw for the
last 16 was made, looked transformed on
Wednesday, with Brazilian January sign-
ing Bruno Guimaraes outstanding in
midfield.

However, their coach Rudi Garcia
knows not to get carried away.

"We demonstrated that we are not in
the last 16 purely by chance, but there is
still the second leg to come and it will be
very difficult there," he said.

Home advantage could be decisive
for Juve, who have not lost in front of
their own fans in Turin since Ajax
dumped them out in last season's quar-
ter-finals.

In the round before that they lost 2-
0 at Atletico Madrid only for a Ronaldo
hat-trick to turn the tie around in the
return leg.
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Defender Sandeep Jinghan
and striker Jeje Lalpekhlua

on Thursday returned to the fold
for the 18-day national football
camp ahead of India's FIFA
2022 World Cup qualifier
against Qatar in Bhubaneswar.

India's World Cup qualifier
against Qatar will be played on
March 26.

Jhingan had been sidelined
because of a knee injury which
he sustained six months ago,
while Jeje is returning from a
knee injury he suffered in June
last year.

Lalengmawia, Jerry
Mawihmingthanga, Jeakson
Singh, Liston Colaco, Pratik
Chowdhary, Shubham Sarangi,

Rafique Ali Sardar, Prabhsukhan
Gill, Sumit Rathi, Seriton
Fernandes, Edwin Sydney
Vanspaul are among the ones
who have been handed their first
call-up to the senior team.

A total of 23 player have
been called up in the first phase
of the training camp in
Bhubaneswar on March 9 before
20 other players, from four ISL
semi-finalist teams join on
March 16.

"Time is very crucial for us.
We have planned to utilise the
maximum time possible, so we
want to see as many players as
possible before the Qatar match,"
India's head coach Igor Stimac
said.  

"As some players won't be
able to join the camp because of
their club commitments before
the 16th, we'll use this time to
assess other players."

"Sandesh (Jhingan) and Jeje
(Lalpekhlua) have been long-
standing servers of Indian
national team and I strongly
believe in their abilities. I have
been updated about their current
medical status and we'll monitor
them closely in Bhubaneswar
too," he added.

Jeakson Singh, who etched
his name in Indian football his-

tory following his thunderous
header against Colombia in
the FIFA U17 World Cup at

the JLN Stadium in
October 2017, has also

earned his maiden call-
up for the senior

national team camp.
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�1 Cristiano Ronaldo drew a
blank as a Lucas Tousart goal
handed Lyon a surprise 1-0 win
over Juventus in the first leg.

Midfielder Tousart netted in
the 31st minute to give
Lyon a lead to defend when
they head to Turin for the
return on March 17.

The goal came with
Juventus defender Matthijs
de Ligt off receiving treat-
ment, but it was just reward
for an excellent first half by

a Lyon side enduring a mediocre
campaign.

They then survived late
Juventus pressure to claim their
finest European result since defeat-
ing Manchester City in last season’s
group stage.

“It was a top-class first-half
performance from us. It was much
harder in the second half, but I was
happy with how we hung in there,”
said Lyon coach Rudi Garcia.

“I said to the boys that when
you’re at home in the first leg it’s
very important not to concede,

and now we need to go and score
there. We must remain humble, it’s
only half-time."

Maurizio Sarri’s side have
genuine ambitions of winning a
trophy that has evaded Juventus
for almost a quarter of a century
now, but they could not claim a
precious away goal here, with
Paulo Dybala seeing a late effort
disallowed.

“In the first half it was not the
Juve that we know. We didn’t get
going in attack. I am struggling to
understand certain things,” said
Sarri, who thought his team could
have had two penalties.

“We didn’t do enough given
this was a Champions League
match but fortunately we still
have 90 minutes to turn it around.”

The match went ahead before
a full house at the Groupama
Stadium, including around 3,000
Juventus supporters allowed to
attend despite calls from some
French politicians to block their
access amid fears about the spread
of the coronavirus. AFP
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India entered the semifinals of the
women’s T20 World Cup after
Shafali Verma’s 34-ball 46 fol-

lowed by a superlative performance
from the bowlers helped the team
notch up a narrow four-run win over
New Zealand here on Thursday.

Invited to bat, India posted a
below-par 133 for eight in the group
A match with Shafali top-scoring
with a 34-ball 46 and Taniya Bhatia
chipping in with a 25-ball 23.

They, however, produced a dis-
ciplined performance with the ball to
restrict New Zealand to 129 for six
and register their third successive win
in the tournament and seal a last-four
spot.

With this win, India topped
Group A, having beaten Australia
and Bangladesh in their last two out-
ing.

“It is a great feeling when your
team is performing like that,” India
skipper Harmanpreet Kaur said after
the match.

“We did the same mistakes, we
got a good start in the first 10 overs
and we didn’t carry the momentum.
We did bowl well in patches and
some times, we were not up to the
mark and have to focus on those
areas,” she added.

Defending a below-par total,
India introduced spin straight away
but Deepti Sharma bled 12 runs with
opener Rachel Priest (12) hitting her
for two boundaries.

But experienced pacer Shikha
Pandey removed Priest in the next
over when she had her caught at mid
wicket.

With Shikha and left-arm spin-
ner Rajeshwari Gayakwad bowling in
tandem, New Zealand played with
caution to reach 28 for one.

Back into the attack, Deepti
then cleaned up Bates with a beau-
ty of a delivery as New Zealand
slipped to 30 for two.

Poonam Yadav and Radha Yadav
then mounted the pressure on the
Kiwis and soon the Black Caps were
34 for 3 when the former dismissed
skipper Sophie Devine (14).

Maddy Green (24) and Katey
Martin (25) then tried to resurrect
the innings with a 36-ball 43-run
stand.

However, Gayakwad returned to

remove Green, who danced down the
pitch only to end up with an outside
edge as Bhatia did the rest.

Radha then dismissed Martin to
leave New Zealand at 90 for 5 in 16.3
overs.

Needing 44 off 21 balls, Kerr (34)
blasted four boundaries to accumu-
late 18 runs in the penultimate over
bowled by Poonam to bring the
equation down to 16 off six balls.

In the final over, Heyley Jensen
(11) and Kerr cracked a four each but
Shikha held her nerves in the end to
ensure India’s win.
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 ,���� ,�� ,1 Ajinkya Rahane wants to take
on the New Zealand pace battery with more
intent in the second Test and his foolproof strat-
egy includes countering the awkward angles
which became a nightmare for Indian bats-
men during the first Test.

Rahane, who top-scored with 46 in
the first innings of the opening Test,
is hopeful that a turnaround will
happen on a green top at the
Hagley Oval, which he reckons will
be better for batting compared to
the one they got in Wellington.

“I am not saying (we have to be) more
aggressive but having that intent and clear
mindset will help us,” Rahane told
reporters on Thursday.

New Zealand pacers Trent Boult, Tim
Southee and Kyle Jamieson used the
short ball liberally after coming wide of the
crease with an angle that was disconcert-
ing for the batsmen.

“I think they used that angle really well
in Wellington. Bowling wide of the crease or
from the centre, they changed angles while
bowling the short balls. I think their plan was
completely clear.

“As a batsman, if you going to think about a
particular shot, then you need to back yourself and
play that shot. You cannot doubt yourself. We
need to forget what happened in Wellington,”
the Indian vice-captain said.

According to Rahane, the two net sessions

at the Hagley Oval is being used to practice
negating the awkward angles that Neil Wagner
and company can create.

“That’s what I said: try and learn what mis-
takes we did as a group, what

can we learn. I think we have
to practice those angles. We
had a practice session and we
have one more tomorrow.
And you have to practice
that and trust your ability in

the middle,” Rahane said in a
reassuring tone.

While net sessions are important, it’s
the instincts in match situations that
counts, he said.

“But to change or adjust those angles
there are times you need to be instinctive
while you are batting. It can mean stand-

ing on off-stump, or standing outside the
crease or staying deep inside the crease - like

if it is a pitch for cut shot then you can stand
deeper in the crease. This is the mental side

of the game,” Rahane said.
“For me, as a batsman it is important you

show your intent to the bowler, if you stand
in one spot then the bowler doesn’t need to
change anything. These are small things we
have been working on in practice and how to
use the crease and the angles.  Doesn’t mat-
ter how much you practice you must trust or
have the belief to be able to do it in the mid-

dle,” he added. PTI
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Virat Kohli will be itching to make a
comeback in the second Test and the

best chance for New Zealand will be to
exploit the sideways movement which can
spell trouble for the Indian captain, feels
opener Tom Latham.

Kohli had an indifferent tour of New
Zealand so far. He was out for 2 and 19 in
the first Test in Wellington.

“When Virat comes out to bat we will be
ready. He is a quality player and there is a
reason why he is up around that No 1 rank
for such a period of time,” Latham said at
the media conference on Thursday.

“He has done it for long time and done
it in all conditions. If the surface is conducive
to sideways movement we will try and
exploit that,” said Latham.

Jasprit Bumrah and Mohammed Shami
might have had a below par game in
Wellington but Latham said they remain
world class bowlers and the team would be
certainly wary of them.

“We have played those guys really well
in the first Test. But they are World class per-
formers and we will be wary of them.
Certainly they would be on top of their game
and if we play well it will give us a good
chance. We need to be consistent for long
periods,” he said.

Latham is sure that Neil Wagner’s come-
back will add firepower to the side.

“I haven’t yet seen him but when he
rocks up for training he will be absolutely
fizzing up to get going and obviously he will
be raring to go. He is been a quality per-
former for a number of years for us,”
Latham said.

The Hagley Oval surface will have
bounce and Latham expects Wagner to be
more than a handful.

“It’s something that Neil has obviously
been so good at for so long and he is sec-
ond to none in terms of accuracy.

“He is a short guy and that makes him
harder to play. If the surface is up for that
plan he will be looking to go round with
that.”

The first day will be important reckoned
Latham.

“Generally, it’s a good surface and sur-
faces in NZ have been on the greener side
at the start and then flatten out. So we need
to do well on day one.”
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Young opener Prithvi Shaw
missed Thursday’s train-

ing session due to a swelling on
his left foot, increasing Indian
team management’s worries
ahead of the second Test against
New Zealand beginning on
Saturday.

According to sources, Shaw
will undergo a blood test on
Thursday to ascertain the rea-
son of the swelling.

In case the medical report
is favourable, a call will be
taken during Friday’s
practice session on his
availability for the second
Test. If Shaw is not
comfortable while
batting, he will not
make it to the playing XI.

Shubman Gill had a
good net session on
Thursday and it is expect-
ed that he would be asked
to open the
innings along-
side Mayank
Agarwal if Shaw
is unable to
make it.

D u r i n g
Thursday’s nets,
head coach Ravi

Shastri was seen paying extra
attention to Gill’s session. At
one point, Shastri walked up to
Gill and was seen giving some
technical inputs about foot-
work to Gill and what's required
to check his uppish drives.

The Indian team manage-
ment is hopeful that the
swelling will not be a serious
concern for Shaw.

The Mumbai opener didn't
even take part in the customary

warm-up session where
players had a good
time playing touch
rugby.

Shaw had a
poor outing in the

first Test in
Wellington, get-

ting dismissed
cheaply in
both the
innings.
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David Warner and Aaron
Finch launched a brutal

assault on the South African
bowlers to set up a comprehensive
97-run Australian victory in the
series-deciding third Twenty20
international at Newlands.

In a near-repeat of Australia’s
record 107-run win in the first
match of the series in
Johannesburg, South Africa cap-
tain Quinton de Kock’s decision
to bowl first backfired spectacu-
larly.

Led by opening batsmen

Warner (57) and captain Finch
(55), Australia piled up 193 for
five — three fewer than they made
in Johannesburg.

They then bowled out South
Africa for 96, just seven more than
the host country’s record low in
Johannesburg.

As in Johannesburg, left-arm
fast bowler Mitchell Starc bowled
De Kock, South Africa’s star bats-
man, in the first over of the
home team’s reply.

He followed up by dismissing
former captain Faf du Plessis in
the third over and was named
man-of-the-match after taking

three for 23.
Finch was named man of the

series for his aggressive batting
and astute captaincy.

“The guys have bought into
the roles they have been asked to
play,” he said.

It was the first time Warner
and Steve Smith had played at
Newlands since both were banned
for a year after a ball-tampering
scandal at the same ground two
years ago.

South Africa were never in the
game after Warner and Finch
thrashed 120 for the first wicket off
74 balls.

Apart from some powerful
hitting by both players, they forced
the South Africans into fielding
errors with their aggressive run-
ning between wickets.

“It’s something we pride our-
selves on,” said Finch.

“It’s quite disappointing the
way we lost,” said De Kock. “We
have to keep our heads up and
keep looking forward."

Although Finch said he would
have batted if he had won because
of the dryness of the pitch, De
Kock said he would make the
same decision to bowl again.

He said he still thought chas-
ing a target at Newlands was a pre-
ferred option, but admitted:
“Australia were 20 runs above par.”
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Ex p l o s i v e
Australian bats-

man David Warner
was on Thursday
reinstated as IPL
franchise Sunrisers
Hyderabad’s cap-
tain, a position that
he had to give up
after the ball-tam-
pering scandal in
2018.

The 33-year-
old Warner, who
led the Sunrisers
to the trophy in
2016, will take over
from New Zealand
skipper Kane
Williamson for the
season starting March 29.

“I am thrilled to be given the captain-
cy for this coming IPL 2020. I’m extreme-
ly grateful for the opportunity to lead the
side once again,” Warner said in a video
posted by the Sunrisers Hyderabad.

“I’d like to thank Kane (Williamson)
for the way you guys led the team
throughout the last couple of years and
I’d be leaning on you guys for support and
insight to the game as well,” he said.

“To the management thank you for
the opportunity and I’m sure I’ll be
doing my very best to try and lead us and
lift again the IPL trophy this coming year,”
he added.
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Wicket-keeper batswoman
Taniya Bhatia says the

Indian team has got better at read-
ing and handling different situa-
tions, which was evident during
the recent tri-series in Australia.

India on Thursday became
the first team to seal a semifinal
spot at the T20 World Cup follow-
ing a narrow four-run win over
New Zealand here.

“In the last 12 to 14 months,
we have improved a lot as a unit.
We’re in a really positive position.
We’ve been playing well ever
since the tri-series. I think we’ve
got a lot better as a team in work-
ing out how to handle and read
situations well,” Bhatia said at the
post-match press conference.

“The results are in our favour,

but we need to keep up the
momentum. If we do that, we will
do well and hopefully we can win
the final,” Bhatia added.

Bhatia is optimistic that their
batters will definitely come good
in the remaining matches of the
tournament.

“We’re playing well, it’s just
one or two odd games where our
batters failed to perform. Shafali
is giving us a good start and the
rest of us batters will take up
responsibility,” she said.

Bhatia said she is open to bat
at any position for the team's
cause.

“I can bat well up the order
and I know I’m capable of scor-
ing runs there,” she said.

India will play Sri Lanka in
their last Group A game on
Saturday. 
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Alyssa Healy and Beth
Mooney hit attacking half-

centuries in a dominating 151-
run opening stand as Australia
hammered Bangladesh by 86
runs in their ICC Women’s T20
World Cup match, here on
Thursday.

The partnership between
Healy (83) and Mooney (81 not
out) is Australia’s highest for
any wicket at the Women’s T20
World Cup.

Australia’s 189 for one, the
highest total of the tournament,
proved too much for Bangladesh
who could manage only 103 for
nine.
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et giant, says unless the Indian batsmen build
on their starts and put a big total on the board,
bouncing back in the Test series against New
Zealand will be extremely difficult.

“Virat has a lean patch for a while, so I am
expecting him to come back stronger. Pujara
needs some runs under his belt. Most impor-
tantly they need to convert their starts into
three figures, if that dosen’t happen and if we
don’t put score of 350-400 runs then it is dif-
ficult,” Jaffer told PTI.

“In 200-250 (runs) you can’t win a Test
match unless there is much help from the
pitch. When we bat first or bat second, we need
to score 400-450 runs,” Jaffer said.

Jaffer also felt that the team getting bun-
dled out for below 200 in the first Test was not
beffiting of its number one rank in the
longest format of the game.

“They kept our run-rate in check and kept
our batsmen under pressure for long periods.
I felt that in the first innings the conditions
were favourable for bowlers, but they worked
out an strategy of bouncers and we should
have batted better in the second innings. To
get out both times under 200 is unlike the
number one Test team,” he said. PTI
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The Barsapara Stadium
in Guwahati will host

former champions Rajasthan
Royals’ f irst two home
matches during the upcom-
ing edition of the Indian
Premier League, the BCCI
said on Thursday.

“They will now play
Delhi Capitals & Kolkata
Knight Riders on April 5th
& April 9th respectively in
Guwahati. Both games will
have an 8 PM IST start,”
BCCI secretary Jay Shah
said in a release.

Rajasthan Royals will
play their remaining five
home matches at their des-
ignated home ground of
Sawai Mansingh Stadium in
Jaipur.

The Steve Smith-led
Rajasthan Royals will open
their campaign with an away
match against Chennai
Super Kings on April 2.

“The Royals are bring-
ing the IPL to the Northeast
for the very first time,
expanding cricket’s footprint
in the region. See you in

April, Guwahati!,” Rajasthan
Royals wrote on their official
twitter handle.

Last year, Rajasthan
Royals had made a request
to play few of their matches
in Guwahati and have been
in talks with the Assam
Cricket Association (ACA)
for quite sometime. The
move, which is backed by
the IPL Governing Council,
was however challenged by
a PIL at the Rajasthan High
Court earlier this year.

The reason behind such
a move was Royals' unhap-
piness with the ailing crick-
eting ecosystem in the state
and also their poor relation
with the Rajasthan Cricket
Association (RCA).

The Royals also had
been incurring losses due to
reasons such as high
demands for free tickets and
mandatory allotment of
seats to RCA.

Inaugral edition win-
ners Rajasthan Royals had
earlier played at Ahmedabad
in 2010, and Ahmedabad
and Mumbai's Brabourne
Stadium in the 2015 season.

?����8
����$�����$������
��� ��

3#*�)�%��*����)��%�6
�������&�����$�	,7


