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Rashtriya Swayamsevak
Sangh (RSS) chief Mohan

Bhagwat on Thursday said the
word “nationalism” is nowa-
days equated with Hilter’s
“nazism” or Mussolini’s “fas-
cism” and it is better to avoid
this word, stressing on using
some alternative terms.

Bhagwat’s remark came
amid continued protests in
several cities of the country
against the Citizenship
(Amendment) Act, which is
branded by those opposing
the CAA as a reflection of
“Hindutva nationalism” that
is detrimental to Muslims.

Besides, analysing the
results of this month’s Delhi
Assembly polls, the BJP’s ide-
ological mentor RSS said in an
editorial in its mouthpiece on
Thursday that Prime Minister
Narendra Modi and Home
Minister Amit Shah cannot
always help the BJP win
Assembly elections.

Recalling an RSS event in
the United Kingdom (UK),
Bhagwat said, “During my
recent visit to the UK, I was
advised by an RSS worker not
to use the word ‘nationalism’ as
English is not our language and
it could have a different mean-
ing in England. It's okay to say
nation, national and national-
ity but not nationalism.
Because it means (alludes to)
Hitler, Nazism and Fascism (in

England).” 
Calling upon RSS mem-

bers to connect with people
irrespective of their caste, lan-
guage, religion or region,
Bhagwat said India’s charac-
teristic is to bind everyone in
one thread following the prin-
ciple of “Vasudhaiva
Kutumbakam” (the world is a
family).

“We (Indians) live for each
other, not for ourselves. We
believe that the world has made
us and we have to give back to
it. We look at the world with
gratitude,” he said.

Sharing an anecdote, he
said, a Muslim intellectual from
the country once went for Haj
and was sent to jail on blas-
phemy charges for wearing a
“locket”. The then Foreign
Minister, Sushma Swaraj, inter-
vened and got him released
within eight days, he said,
apparently suggesting that
everyone from India is con-
sidered a Hindu outside the
country. 

“...Because Bharatiya san-
skriti (Indian culture) is also
known as Hindu sanskriti,
reflecting its values, ethos and

culture,” he said.
The RSS chief also gave a

call to make India a super-
power. 

Bhagwat said, “The aim of
the Sangh is to unite Hindu
society. The Swayamsevaks are
dedicated to their aim. By feel-
ing proud of the culture of our
country we have to work to
take the country to new
heights. We have to make India
a world ‘Guru’. 

It is time to make India a
superpower, but not like other
superpowers that misuse their
influence.”
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In what could be termed as
another attempt to buy more

time and delay the hanging of
the four death-row convicts of
the Nirbhaya gangrape and
murder case, Vinay Sharma,
one of them, moved the court
on Thursday and demanded
better treatment for his “men-
tal illness”. 

The court has sought
response from the Tihar jail
authorities on a plea by Vinay,
who through his counsel
sought remedy for his claimed
mental illness, schizophrenia
and the injuries suffered in his
head and arms. 

Additional Sessions Judge
(ASJ) Dharmender Rana
directed the prison authorities
to file its reply on the plea of
Vinay on Saturday.

“Vinay injured himself by
banging his head on his cell
wall in Tihar Jail. The incident
happened in jail number 3 on
Sunday afternoon and he got

some minor injuries and was
treated inside the prison
premises,” said a prison 
official. 

During the hearing, the
prosecution opposed the plea
saying it was not maintainable.
Counsel for Vinay told the
court that he was refusing to
recognise people, including his
mother. 

The plea claimed that
when Vinay ’s counsel visited
him in the prison on the
request of his family members,
he found that he had sustained
grievous head injury, fractures
in his right arm with plaster
and was suffering from insan-
ity, mental illness and schizo-
phrenia.
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Delhi Chief Minister Arvind
Kejriwal is likely to take

the US First Lady, Melania
Trump, on a brief tour of a
Government school to help
her get a first-hand experience
of the “happiness curriculum”
introduced by the Aam Aadmi
Party (AAP) Government, dur-
ing her visit, along with US
President Donald Trump, to
Delhi on February 25.

The US First Lady is also
expected to interact with stu-
dents of the school.

“Melania is likely to be wel-
comed by Kejriwal and Deputy
Chief Minister Manish Sisodia,”
a Government official said.   

Trump, accompanied by
wife Melania and a high-level
delegation, will arrive in
Ahmedabad early on February
24 for a little less than 36-hour-
long trip to India. From
Ahmedabad, he will travel to
Agra before arriving in the
national Capital for the main
leg of the visit.

A visit to heritage site in
Agra — Taj Mahal — is also in
the schedule.

Melania is to visit the
school when President Trump
will hold talks with Prime
Minister Narendra Modi.

The Delhi Government’s
“happiness curriculum” was
introduced in Delhi
Government schools two years
ago with an aim to reduce stress

among schoolchildren. In 40
minutes of happiness class,
meditation, relaxation tech-
niques are imparted.
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Jogging, cycling or long walk
on the roads of the national

Capital is fraught with risks as
the sheer volume of traffic on
the roads poses physical injury
threat. In its bid to ensure safe

corridors for pedestrians,
morning walkers and joggers,
the Public Works Department
(PWD) is going to create a ‘sep-
arate and safe’ lane for the
pedestrians and Non-
Motorised Vehicles (NMVs)
from Ashram to Naraina. 

Part of the Delhi
Government’s dream project
‘Street scaping, beautification
and widening’, the stretch will
be completely redeveloped on
the standards of American
Road designs and architecture.

The main agenda behind

this project is to create a pedes-
trian-friendly road by making
the people feel happy with green
ambience and ‘zero’ traffic hur-
dles while traveling on these
roads. The total estimated cost
of the redevelopment plan for
this stretch is Rs 75 crores, said
a Government official. 

“The stretch from Ashram
to Naraina barring Moolchand
to Moti Bagh will be redevel-
oped, beautified and widened.
The stretch will be developed
on American standards with an
aim to provide a pedestrian-
friendly as well as disabled-
friendly road because if you see,
most of the roads in the city are

not disabled friendly.
Encroachment and narrow
roads are also another issue on
this stretch, which will also be
cleared,” added the official. 

As per the official, the pro-
posal was passed by the
Government last year but the
project could not start due to
the imposition of Model Code
of Conduct (MCC) for the
Delhi Assembly elections.
However, the work on the
stretch has started and is
expected to be completed by
December 2020. 

From AIIMS to Ashram is
one of the identified and select-
ed stretches from the 10 most

congested roads of Delhi.
Currently on this stretch, the
bus stops and pedestrian facil-
ities such as FOBs and subways
are also in un-designated places,
for instance far from the bus
stop or very close to ramp of the
flyover, which becomes one of
the main reasons for accidents. 

“Further, during the study
of this stretch, the department
found that there is no facility
for NMV vehicles and pedes-
trians, termination of service
lanes at junctions, parking are

very close to intersections
which hinder the movements.
Moreover, due to the poor
condition of the street, barrier-
free movement becomes
impossible,” said the official.

“Thus, the PWD has decid-
ed to beautify and streetscape
the roads by giving an aesthet-
ic look and to provide maxi-
mum basic facilities to the
road users as per the norms of
United Traffic and
Transportation Infrastructure
(Planning and Engineering
(UTTIPEC) and pedestrians
can walk, jog and cycle without
any fear,” said the official. 

Under the street scaping
and beautification of roads,
the PWD will redesign and
provide good infrastructure
such as bus stops, separate

lane for pedestrians, stands
for auto-rickshaws, cycles and
e-rickshaws will be created.

The official further added
that public toilets, drinking
water points, police booths,
separate parking for police and
emergency vehicles would also
be provided. It has been
deemed necessary to provide
basic amenities to the people
and also ensure cleanliness on
the stretches. Separate street
vending zones, mohalla clinics,
public canteens, maps, traffic
signages, green carpeting and
seating arrangements will also
be developed. Once this project
is completed, the outcome
would be analysed and new
such corridors would be devel-
oped in other parts of the city
as well, the official said. 
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Rahul Gandhi is all set to be
back as the Congress chief

in the party’s plenary session in
April. Rahul had quit the post
following the Congress rout in
the Lok Sabha polls last year.

Congress Working
Committee (CWC) had
appointed Sonia Gandhi as
interim president of the party
in August last year. But as the
unwell Sonia had to skip the
party’s campaign in the recent
Assembly polls, the calls for
Rahul to head the party have
become stronger.

The Congress on Thursday
said Rahul was a clear choice
for the party president’s post.
Party sources said Rahul was
the only contender, hinting
that elections in that case may
not even be necessary.

“Rahul has acceptability
across the country and also the
capability to lead the party,”
said a senior Congress leader.

Several party leaders have
called for the appointment of a
full-time party president. On
Thursday, former Union
Minister Shashi Tharoor, who
has been advocating elections

to the CWC, said, “I renew my
appeal to CWC to hold lead-
ership elections to energise
workers and inspire voters.”

“I was referring to my ear-
lier call — eight months ago —
for elections among the 10,000
party workers who constitute
the ‘AICC plus PCC delegates’
list. These should be for the
elected seats in the CWC as
well as for the party presiden-
cy,” said Tharoor.

Former MP Sandeep
Dikshit has accused senior
leaders of failing to find a new
president because they are
“scared who will bell the cat”. 

Reacting to the remarks,
Tharoor tweeted, “What
Sandeep Dikshit said openly is
what dozens of party leaders
from across the country are
saying privately, including
many with responsible posi-
tions in the party. I renew my
appeal to CWC to hold lead-
ership elections to energise

workers and inspire voters.”
Asked about the remarks

made by Tharoor and Dikshit,
Congress chief spokesperson
Randeep Surjewala said the
CWC will decide on the
Congress chief post.

“If anyone has any doubts
about this, he should kindly
read the resolution of the CWC
before giving any statements in
public,” Surjewala said. 

“Instead of giving state-
ments on social media and
interviews in the media, if
Sandeep Dikshit works hard in
his own constituency and polit-
ically encash the work initiat-
ed during Sheila Dikshit’s rule,
the Congress will emerge vic-
torious. It is my appeal to
every leader like Dikshit that
instead of giving knowledge to
the entire country, they should
first show the benefits of their
own work done in their con-
stituencies,” he said. 

Continued on Page 4
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The mediation attempt by
Supreme Court-appointed

interlocutors advocates Sanjay
Hedge and Sadhana
Ramachandran to persuade
the Shaheen Bagh protesters to
lift blockade of the Delhi-
Noida main road remained
futile for the second day on
Thursday. The protesters
patiently expressed their
anguish but refused to budge
from their Day 1 demand that
they would end protest only
after the CAA is repealed and
proposed NRC is shelved. 

After holding talks with the
protesters, Hegde and
Ramachandran left for the day.
It is understood they are like-
ly to visit the sit-in protest
which has been going on since
December 15  again on Friday
to find an amicable solution to
end the impasse.

Like Wednesday, Hedge
and Ramachandran expressed
their unwillingness to talk with
protesters in the presence of the
media. As Ramachandran
started addressing the protest-
ers reporters surrounding the
dais tried to suggest her on how
to hold talks. It angered her,
and she asked the media per-
sons to leave the tent where the
talks were to be resumed. 

Ramachandran began
addressing the protestors say-

ing, “Aapne bulaya, hum chale
aaye (You called us and we are
here)”. Hegde said the SC has
recognised their right to
protest, but added “the rights of
others have to be respected”.

“When Shaheen Bagh has
become an example of protests
in India, let us set an example
of a protest that does not dis-
turb anybody. You all must be
rest assured that we are here to
fight for you. Don’t think if you

change your spot, your fight
will die down,” Hegde said.

“We have seen many PMs
come and go. Whoever comes
in power and runs the country,
sometimes some could be right
and some could be wrong.
Whatever you are saying the
whole country and the PM are
listensing,” he added. 

Ramchandran said she is
waiting for that day when the
country’s atmosphere will

change. Then an elderly man
expressed his fear, “I am very
scared... I am very scared for
my children. Madam save me,”
he said. When Ramchandran
asked him more about his fear,
the man replied, “I am a single
father. I will die but my chil-
dren should get to live here
fearlessly. My girls go to school
where they are being told that
you will go out of the country.” 

Continued on Page 4
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New Delhi: The Supreme Court
on Thursday dismissed the
CBI’s plea challenging the
Punjab and Haryana High
Court order by which it had last
year refused to interfere with
the Punjab Government deci-
sion to take back all sacrilege
cases from the Central probe
agency. A Bench of Justices R
F Nariman and S Ravindra
Bhat dismissed the CBI’s plea
on the ground of delay.

“...Special Leave Petitions
are dismissed on the ground of
delay. However, the question of
law is left open. Pending appli-
cation stands disposed of,” the
Bench said. PTI

New Delhi: Former Congress
MP Ashok Tanwar moved the
Supreme Court on Thursday
seeking contempt proceedings
against the DDA and the Delhi
Government for allegedly “wil-
fully and deliberately disobey-
ing” its orders allowing con-
struction of a permanent struc-
ture for the Guru Ravidas tem-
ple at Tughlaqabad. The temple
was demolished by the DDA fol-
lowing the SC’s August 9 last
year direction which had
observed that “serious breach”
was committed by Guru Ravidas
Jayanti Samaroh Samiti. PTI

New Delhi: The Supreme
Court in its interim order on
Thursday allowed the
plea of the Karnataka
Government for
implementation of
the final award by a
tribunal for sharing
of water between
Goa, Karnataka and
Maharashtra from the
Mahadayi river.

The interim order was
passed by a Bench comprising
Justice DY Chandrachud and

Justice Hemant Gupta after
hearing the counsel from

the three States. The
Bench said the final

hearing in the mat-
ter will take place in
July.

It also said the
interim order is

subject to the final
outcome of the peti-

tions filed by the three
States against the tribunal’s
award.

PTI

New Delhi: The Supreme
Court Thursday questioned
the issuance of black warrants
by trial courts for execution of
death penalty even before the
expiry of 60-day time period
for filing of appeals in the
apex court by the convicts. The
top court’s observation came
during the hearing of an appeal,
filed by death row convict Anil
Surendra Singh Yadav, alleging
that the black warrant was
issued by a Gujarat sessions
court just 33 days after his con-
viction was upheld by the high
court. PTI
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With Bihar Assembly poll
closing by, BJP president

JP Nadda will visit Patna on
February 22 to discuss his
party’s strategy with State lead-
ers and that of National
Democratic Alliance (NDA)
there besides to inaugurate
BJP’s new offices in 11 districts. 

This would be Nadda’s first
visit to Bihar after taking over
party’s baton this year from
Amit Shah, the Union Home
Minister. 

“Nadda would be inaugu-
rating the newly-built office of
the BJP in 11 districts in Bihar,
including Samastipur, Siwan,
Bhagalpur, Arwal, Naugachhia,
Lakhisarai, Gopalganj,
Sasaram, Saharsa, Aurangabad,
and Sheohar by a remote con-
trol at Patna office. These new
offices are equipped with latest
equipment, including an e-
library that would help party
workers in advancing BJP ide-
ology in their districts,” said
Party’s General Secretary and
Bihar-in-charge, Bhupendra
Yadav .

Nadda will hold meetings
with members of the core com-
mittee to ensure the victory of
NDA with  Nitish Kumar being

the Chief Ministerial face of the
NDA alliance.

Picking its lessons from the
Delhi poll debacle, BJP is keen
to  rein-in its motor mouths
and spoil its campaign in Bihar.
Recently Nadda had sum-
moned union minister and
MP from Begusarai Giriraj
Singh’s controversial comments
against a prominent minority
institution. 

BJP intends to focus on
state and development issues
rather taking up national agen-
da in the forefront of its cam-
paigning  in the Bihar poll.  BJP
wants to win to end it series of
reverses in Maharashtra, Delhi
and Jharkand by  faithfully
aligning with the JDU and not
queering its  pitch on a
Nationalist agenda.
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Amid concerns and criti-
cisms, Union Housing and

Urban Affairs Minister
Hardeep Singh Puri on
Thursday said that
Government infrastructure,
including the North and South
Blocks, was built more than a
century ago and there is no rea-
son why the Centre should not
go for a new-look Central
Vista aesthetically while pre-
serving the heritage. 

Speaking at a function,
Puri said that some people are
talking about the Central Vista
makeover without knowing
what is happening.   “Look
every 100 years somebody has
to take charge and decide what
the city is going to look like.
Delhi in its present from...The
current Delhi Governmental
infrastructure (including)

Rashtrapati Bhavan, North
Block, South Block, were built
in 1910s or 1920s,” Puri added.

The questions are being
raised by experts from various
quarters that what is the need
to do so and what’s the objec-
tive and why it is being imple-
mented. “We are paying thou-
sands of crores of rent to house
Government buildings. We
have the land, so there is no
reason why we can’t do it in an
architecturally, aesthetic way,
preserve the heritage etc and
create a New Delhi,” he said.

Sources said that the Delhi
Development Authority (DDA)
has received nearly 400 objec-
tions to the proposed change of
land use for 101 acres in cen-
tral Delhi for the Centre’s ambi-
tious Central Vista redevelop-
ment project. The objections
range from questioning the
need for the project to its
impact on environment and
traffic. Some also stressed on
the need to protect heritage and
demanded a proper assess-
ment before going ahead with
the plan. 

LokPATH (people for
Appropriate Transformation
of Habitat), a collective of
urban development experts,
which was formed recently,
has flagged the lack of trans-
parency in the process of land
use change. The Indian Society
of Landscape Architects
(ISOLA) has called the project
an “inappropriate planning
decision”. Many have ques-
tioned the need for the project
and said it contradicts the pro-
visions of the Master Plan of
Delhi 2021. 

The redevelopment of the
Central Vista — the nation’s
power corridor in Delhi —
envisages a triangular
Parliament building next to the
existing one, a common Central
Secretariat for ministries and the
revamping of the three-km-
long Rajpath - from Rashtrapati
Bhavan to India Gate.
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With the discharge of a woman
medico, who was country’s

first novel coronavirus patient being
treated at the Government Medical
College hospital in Kerala on
Thursday, India may have become
a pathogen-free country for now, but
the pathogen continues to take its
toll in neighbouring nations. 

One more Indian aboard a
quarantined cruise ship off Japan
was tested positive for the novel
coronavirus and shifted to hospital,
taking the number of Indian nation-
als infected with the virus on the
vessel to eight, the Indian embassy
said on Thursday. China has report-
ed 2,118 deaths while the overall
confirmed cases has climbed to
74,576. 

The Indian embassy said that a
total of 138 Indians, including 132
crew and 6 passengers, were among

the 3,711 people on board the
Diamond Princess cruise ship. In a
tweet, the Indian embassy here
said, “1 Indian crew who tested pos-
itive for #COVID19 among 79 new
cases on #DiamondPrincess yester-
day too has been shifted to hospi-
tal for treatment. All 8 Indians
receiving treatment are responding
well. Rest all Indians on-board are
braving out the trying 
circumstances.” 

Earlier, seven Indians were test-
ed positive for the COVID-19. The
mission said that infected Indians
were responding well to the 
treatment. 

Many countries have banned
arrivals from China while major air-
lines have suspended flights to the
country. In India, national carrier
Air India has announced that it is
extending the suspension of its
flights to the neighbouring country
till June 30. 

The discharge of the women

medico student marked the recov-
ery of all three cases of infection in
India reported from Kerala. Two
other students — one from
Alappuzha and another Kasaragod
— had been discharged recently

after they too tested negative for the
virus in fresh tests days after being
infected by it.

A total of 650 people were
brought back from Wuhan in China
on February 1 and 2 in two 747

Boeing Air India aircraft after the
outbreak of coronavirus in that
country.

Last month, the Air India had
suspended its six weekly Delhi-
Shanghai flights from January 31 to

February 14. However, it did not
restart the flight operations from
February 15 onwards. 

The national carrier had also
suspended its Delhi-Hong Kong
flights due to the coronavirus epi-
demic that has killed more than
2,000 people in China till date.

“Flight operations on both
routes— Delhi-Shanghai and Delhi-
Hong Kong — have been suspend-
ed till June 30,” an Air India
spokesperson said on Thursday.

Earlier, IndiGo and SpiceJet had
suspended their flight operations
between India and China.

����������������������
."���"2*�

Aday after US President
Donald Trump said in

Washington that India has not
treated his country “very well,”
on issues of bilateral trade, the
Ministry of External Affairs on
Thursday said the context in
which the remarks were made
was balance of trade and there
have been efforts to address the
concerns.  The US President’s
remarks came days ahead of his
maiden two-day visit to India
commencing February 24. 

Looking forward to his
visit to India, Trump had said
India has not treated his coun-
try “very well” on the trade
front and indicated that a “very
big” bilateral deal with New
Delhi may not be signed before
the American presidential elec-
tion in November.

Trump, forcefully pursuing
his ‘America first” policy, has
previously described India as a
“tariff king” for imposing
“tremendously high” tariffs on
American products, also

expressed dissatisfaction over
the US-India trade ties.  “Well,
we can have a trade deal with
India, but I’m really saving the
big deal for later on,” Trump
told reporters at the Joint Base
Andrews outside Washington
on Tuesday when asked
whether he expects a trade deal
with India before the visit.

Asked about his com-
ments, the External Affairs
Ministry spokesperson Raveesh
Kumar said here it is important
to understand the context in
which the remarks were made.
The context was balance of
trade and efforts have been
made to address concerns, he
said.  

India is eagerly awaiting
President Trump’s visit and it
will strengthen the bilateral
global strategic ties, Kumar
said.  He also said “we don’t
want to create any artificial
deadline” replying to question
on when India-US trade deal
will be signed. 

On how many agreements
will be signed during Trump’s
India visit, Kumar said around
five MoUs were under discus-
sion. Asked whether the issues
relating to H1B visa will figure
in Modi-Trump talks, Kumar
said they could come up.

Trump will reach
Ahemdabad on February 24
where a grand event - called
“Namaste Trump” - to welcome
him will “showcase India’s rich
and diverse culture that will
have few parallels in India or
elsewhere”.

“US President Trump will
land in Ahmedabad around
noon, from there he will go to
the Motera Stadium to address
the ‘Namaste Trump’ event.
The route from the airport to
the stadium -- we expect a large

number of people will line-up,”
Ravish Kumar said.

Talking of the route from
the Ahmedabad airport to the
stadium, he said, “We expect a
large number of people lined
up along the route”. So far, 28
stages have been set up which
will represent various parts of
the country, on which artistes
will be performing.

The roadshow will feature
Mahatma Gandhi’s life  and the
programme at the Motera
Stadium would be like the
“Howdy Modi” event, he said
referring to the mega pro-
gramme at Houston in US,
where Trump had shared stage
with Prime Minister Narendra
Modi and addressed the assem-
bled Indians.  

The other stop on Trump’s
schedule is Agra and the last
stop is New Delhi where Modi
and Trump will hold talks on
the entire range of bilateral
issues including defence and
trade.  Incidentally, it will be the
fifth meeting between Modi
and Trump in the last eight
months.
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Days after the landmark
Supreme Court judgment

directing the Government to
grant permanent commission
and command postings to
women officers, Army Chief
MM Naravane on Thursday
said his force has been cham-
pioning gender equality and the
apex court verdict has given the
Army clarity to move forward.

In a momentous ruling on
Monday, the apex court on
Monday had called for a
“change in mindsets” and
directed that women officers of
the Army, serving under Short
Service Commission(SSC), be
considered for grant of
Permanent Commission, irre-
spective of tenure of service,
and also for command posts in
non-combat areas since “an
absolute bar on women seeking
criteria or command appoint-
ments would not comport with
the guarantee of equality under
Article 14.”

Making the Army’s stand
clear, the Army Chief said here
the Indian Army does not dis-
criminate any soldier based on
religion, caste, creed, or even
gender. The outlook of the
Indian Army has been through-
out like this and “that is why we
started inducting women offi-
cers as early as in 1993.” 

Outlining steps taken to
induct women in the force, he
said the Army has taken the
initiative to induct women in
rank and file, and the first batch
of 100 women soldiers is
undergoing training at Corps of
Military Police Centre and
School, he said.

Supreme Court’s decision is
a welcome one as it brings out
a sense of clarity and purpose to
gainfully employ officers for bet-
ter efficiency of the organisa-
tion. I must assure that every-
body in the Indian Army
including women officers will

be given equal opportunity to
contribute to the nation as also
progress in their careers,” he said
hailing the verdict as enabling.
Naravane also said letters are
being sent to women officers
asking whether they will prefer
permanent commission.

The court has given three
months’ time to the
Government to implement its
verdict and Naravane said a
roadmap has been prepared for
its  implementation. He also
said there is equal opportuni-
ty for everyone and there is no
gender discrimination.  “We

have drafted a plan” he stated.
Same procedure for male

Short Service Commission
(SSC) officers will be followed
for women to give permanent
commission, the Army chief
clarified adding “it will be
same rule for everyone.”

Observing that the judge-
ment is for those who have
crossed a certain point in their
career in the Army, he said
those rules for young officers
will not be applied on them. In
the next batch of women offi-
cers trained all these factors will
be discussed, he stated.
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Speaking on the situation in
J a m m u & K a s h m i r ,

Naravane said terror inci-
dents have seen a downturn
and the Army is maintaining
pressure on terror groups.

There is an external
dimension to the decrease in
cross-border terrorism, he
said, in oblique reference to
the ongoing Financial Action
Task Force (FATF) plenary.

Pakistan may have to
rethink strategy as even China
realised they cannot back

their all-weather friend all the
time, the Army chief said on
the FATF plenary. 

On the health condition
of hardline Hurriyat leader
Syed Ali Shah Geelani, the
army chief only said security
forces are geared up to take
care of any situation.  On the
proposed creation of a theatre
command exclusively for
Jammu and Kashmir, he said
there will be detailed discus-
sions before anything is
finalised. 
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Regarding the new Thal
Sena Bhawan to be built in

the Delhi Cantonment, for
which Defence Minister
Rajnath Singh will lay the first
stone on Friday morning, the
Army Chief said the pro-
posed 

“Thal Sena Bhawan will
bring all Army Headquarter
offices under one roof there-
by improving the working

efficiency, while reducing the
carbon footprint and logistics
requirements.” 

However, he clarified that
the office of the Army Chief
will not shift to the new build-
ing, and will continue to be
close to wherever the Defence
Minister’s office is.  The new
Army Headquarters will be
spread over 35 acres and will
be built in five years.
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As China on Thursday object-
ed to Home Minister Amit

Shah’s visit to Arunachal
Pradesh, saying the visit had vio-
lated its territorial sovereignty
and “sabotaged” mutual trust
with India, New Delhi asserted
the eastern State is an integral
part of the country.  Moreover,
objection to an Indian Minister’s
visit there does not stand to rea-
son, it reiterated.

The Home Minister is in
Arunachal Pradesh to attend
functions related to the 34th
Statehood Day of the north-
eastern state and launched pro-
jects including industry and
road infrastructure.  China has
always claimed the border State
as part of south Tibet and rou-
tinely criticises the visit of any
Indian official to the region.

Objecting to Shah’s visit,
Chinese Foreign Ministry
spokesperson Geng Shuang
said “China’s position on the
eastern sector of the China-
India boundary, or the south-
ern part of China’s Tibet region,
is consistent and clear.” 

Responding to a question
about Shah’s visit,  the

spokesperson said “the Chinese
Government has never recog-
nised the so-called ‘Arunachal
Pradesh’ and is firmly opposed
to the Indian politician’s visit to
the southern part of China’s
Tibet region as it violated
China’s territorial sovereignty,
undermined stability of the
border area, sabotaged politi-
cal mutual trust, and violated
relevant bilateral agreement,”
Geng.  The official also said
India should stop taking any
action that may “further com-
plicate the border issue.”

Asked about China’s objec-
tion to Shah’s visit,  Ministry of
External Affairs spokesperson
Raveesh Kumar said here on
Thursday India’s consistent posi-

tion has been that the State is its
integral and inalienable part.
Objecting to visit to Arunachal
by an Indian leader does not
stand to reason, he said. 

China last year too raised
similar issue when Defence
Minister Rajnath Singh visited
Arunachal Pradesh to take
stock of the security situation
in the frontier border region.

Earlier  in 2019, customs
authorities in a northeastern
Chinese city had destroyed
nearly 30,000 world maps
showing Arunachal Pradesh
as a part of India and Taiwan
as a separate country.
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The Indo Tibetan Border Police
on Thursday honoured its

doctors, paramedics, cooks and
sanitation officials who served in
a special quarantine centre set up
here housing 406 people suspect-
ed to have been exposed to coro-
navirus, a spokesperson of the
force said. “Thank you for what
you did. The country and the force
is proud of you,” ITBP Director

General (DG) S S Deswal told the
personnel after he held a special
‘sainik sammelan’ at the Chhawla
camp of the force. Deswal gave
away the top award of the force
called the ‘DG commendation
disc’ to 28 personnel, appreciation
letters to three while 32 staffers
were presented with cash rewards,
ITBP spokesperson Vivek Kumar
Pandey said. 
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STAFF REPORTER n
RAIPUR

Raising demand to
extend the last day of

procurement, farmers
staged protests at several
places across the state on
the last day of paddy pro-
curement at minimum
support price.

Road blockade was
also done by farmers at
Chhirha in Bemetara and
in Kondagaon districts as
well.

Notable, even on
Wednesday farmers resorted
to chakka jam at places like
Bemetara, Marwahi,
Kawardha, Kanker,
Kondagaon and Surajpur.
Upset over ‘non-procure-
ment’ of their paddy they
also set ablaze their crop at
Surajpur to mark their
protest.

Meanwhile, the
Agriculture Minister, in a

statement, claimed that the
demonstrations of farmers
were sponsored and were
instigated by opposition
BJP. The minister also
denied the allegation of
cane charge on farmers
and said the administra-
tion tried to pacify the agi-

tated farmers and that the
allegation of cane charge
was not true.

Regarding balance
difference amount of
`2500 from that of the
paddy support price, the
minister said a budgetary
provision of `5000 crore

had been made.
A policy decision had

been taken by the cabinet
subcommittee regarding it
and soon after arrival of
the Chief Minister from
his foreign tour the
scheme would be given a
name, he added.

STAFF REPORTER n RAIPUR

State government has
claimed that the paddy

procurement on support price
this year was highest ever since
inception of the separate state
of Chhattisgarh.

A total of 83 LMT of
paddy was purchased till
Thursday evening and the pro-
curement process will contin-
ue till late night, sources said.
The procurement figure is
thus expected to be 85 LMT,

they added.
A payment of 14,500 crore

was being made till date to the
bank accounts of farmers
directly.

Previous year, the paddy
procured was 80 LMT and the
number of farmers increased
this Kharif season was
recorded to be 2.5 lakhs.  In
Kharif crop season 2018-19,
15.71 lakh registered farmers
sold their produce while this
year the number increased to
18.45 lakhs, sources informed.

STAFF REPORTER n
RAIPUR

Raising several
demands, including a

white paper on paddy
procurement, a delegation
of Chhattisgarh BJP called
on Governor Anusuiya
Uikey  and submitted a
memorandum on
Thursday at Raj Bhawan

The delegation
demanded of the state gov-
ernment a white paper on
paddy procurement.  

The state government
promised to procure each
grain of farmers and
hence, the BJP demanded
that procurement duration
be extended by 15 days and

token be provided to all
farmers.

The delegation also
demanded that those
farmers who sustained
injuries during cane charge

by police should be
extended free medical
treatment and adequate
compensation be given to
them.

The BJP delegation

further stated that all cases
filed against the farmers
should be withdrawn and a
probe committee be con-
stituted to fix responsibili-
ty and to bring to book
those responsible for cane
charging.

The other demands
include providing two
years of balance bonus to
the farmers and no dues be
issued so that they can
avail loans in future. The
paddy procurement target
be raised to one crore met-
ric tons of paddy and the
cropping area forcefully
left out be added again, the
delegation demanded.  

The BJP in memoran-
dum claimed that during

its rule in the state for 15
years, the procurement
had been done smoothly
and the amount was being
transferred directly into
farmer’s account. The BJP
government had procured
up to 80 lakh MT of paddy
without any chaos, it
claimed. Even zero percent
interest loans were being
extended by the then
government, it further
claimed.

BJP alleged that
Congress has failed to keep
all the promises it had
made before coming to
power and created hurdles
in procurement of paddy
from the farmers at
minimum support price.

STAFF REPORTER n BHILAI

Union Petroleum and Natural
Gas and Steel Minister

Dharmendra Pradhan inaugurat-
ed the 180-ton capacity convert-
er-3 heating process at the state-
of-the-art steel melting shop-3 set
up under the MODEX scheme at
the SAIL-Bhilai steel plant on
Thursday, during his visit.

SAIL chairman Anil Kumar
Chaudhary and top SAIL
officials accompanied him.

The inauguration is part of
the plant expansion project
which will further increase pro-
duction of crude steel and cast
blooms. Minister Dharmendra
Pradhan planted a tree in the
Bhilai Niwas campus.

He also inspected the plant
and dedicated the newly con-
structed converter number-3 of
Steel Melting Shop-3 to the

nation. He also attended a review
meeting with top officials on steel
production and upcoming prepa-
rations. Later in the afternoon, he
met with representatives of the
trade union and officers' union.

It may be noted that SMS-3
has two converters and three
casters equipped with state-of-
the-art facilities for qualitative
steel production it includes two
billet casters and one bloom
caster. Apart from this, SMS-3
has secondary refining facilities
including RH degasser and vac-
uum arc degassing. The Blooms
Cast plant produced at SMS-3
is used for rolling the world's
longest 130-meter rails at the
Universal Rail Mill (URM).

Earlier, he was accorded
welcome by giving guard of
honour by CRPF and CEO of
Bhilai Steel Plant, Anirban
Dasgupta.

STAFF REPORTER n RAIPUR

Asymposium titled
‘importance of mother

tongue’ was held here at
regional office of Bank of
Baroda (BoB) on Thursday on
the occasion of International
Mother Tongue Day.   

At the outset, the Rajbhasha
officers of the bank welcomed
the distinguished guests and
threw light on the objective of
organising the mother tongue
day.

Regional Head of the BoB
Raipur Ranjeet Kumar Mandal,
who presided over the function,
appealed the staff to use their
mother tongue as much as
possible.

On this occasion staff of the
bank expressed their views in
their own mother tongues.

Monthly felicitation
programme ‘Rajbhasha Vaibhaw

Puraskar’ was also held on this
occasion and the winners were
honoured for their contribution
in promoting the official
language.

STAFF REPORTER n RAIPUR

Organized at the confluence
of Mahanadi-Sondur-Pairi

Rivers in Rajim, Chhattisgarh,
Maghi Punni Mela will con-
clude on February 21 on the
auspicious occasion of
Mahashivratri at 7pm.

Vidhan Sabha Speaker Dr
Charandas Mahant will be the
Chief Guest at the concluding
ceremony. The Rajim Punni
Maghi Mela programme was
inaugurated on February 9. On
the occasion, Religious
Endowment Minister

Tamradhwaj Sahu, Panchayat
Minister TS Singhdeo,
Agriculture Minister  Ravindra
Choubey, School Education
Minister Dr Premsai Singh
Tekam, Forest Minister
Mohammad Akbar, Industry
Minister Kawasi Lakhma,
Urban Administration Minister
Dr Shiv Kumar Daharia,
Women and Child
Development Minister Anila
Bhendiya, Revenue Minister
Jaisingh Agrawal, PHE Miniter
Guru Rudra Kumar, will also
mark their presence in the pro-
gramme.

STAFF REPORTER n
RAIPUR

Reading ability is one of
the most important

aspects of quality educa-
tion. The textbooks serve
its purpose only when
children understand what
they read. Keeping this in
view, School Education
Department has formulated
a scheme to develop
reading ability in children.

Under this scheme,
entire month of April will
be dedicated to develop-
ment of reading ability in
children, so that they may
learn to read and
understand their lessons.
For this, competitions will
be organized from cluster

level to state level. Nearly
17 lakh children of
primary schools across the
state will be benefitted
under the scheme.

School Education
Department Principal
Secretary Dr Alok Shukla
has written a letter to all
the district collectors
informing them about the
scheme, and has directed
them to chalk out and sub-
mit the format for respec-
tive district within a week.

It was stated in the let-
ter that evaluation work in
all schools of primary-level
should be completed by the
month of March, so that
April month can be dedi-
cated to development of
reading ability in students.

In the month of March,
workshops will be organ-
ized at school-level in all
the districts and reading
material along with text
books will be selected.

This material will be
made available to primary
schools and in libraries.
Collectors have been
directed to ensure that the
reading material is enjoy-
able for students, games
and activities should be
planned to develop reading
ability in children. Teacher
learning material should
be developed by making
best out of waste. In every
cluster, minimum of 100
games and TLMs should
be enlisted, through which
children may have fun

learning experience.
In the month of April,

schools will dedicate entire
day every day to teach read-
ing to children. A team will
be formed by collector to
monitor this activity and
every school will be
inspected at least once by
any of the officer. Collectors
have been directed to pre-
pare plan for monitoring
system and share it with
Principal Secretary School
Education.

Towards the end of
April month, reading com-
petitions will be organized
at cluster-level and mother
of students will be the
judge. Local public repre-
sentatives have also been
requested to be present in

these competitions.
The competition will

serve as parents-teachers
meeting. Winners of clus-
ter-level competitions will
participate in block-level
reading competitions. And
the winners of block-level
competitions will partici-
pate in district-level com-
petitions. Collectors have
been asked to set time table
for these activities.

On a fixed date in the
month of May, state-level
programme will be held,
where children of all
schools will read a lesson
simultaneously. In this
way, 17 lakh children in all
the primary schools across
the state will read
simultaneously.

Land allotment for
food parks in
progress at Jashpur
JASPUR: As per the announce-
ment of Chief Minister Bhupesh
Baghel to establish agro-based
industries in the state, Jashpur
district and business centre with
the help of district administra-
tion has begun the process of
identifying land and its alloca-
tion for establishment of food
parks in each block.

As per information provided
by general manager, Industries
and Business C. R. Tekam, in
Kunkuri block at Mayali 15
acres, in Duldula block at
Patratoli 19 acres, Farsabahar 15
acres and in Pathalgaon block at
Chiknipani 15 acres of land have
been allocated to industries
department. Thus, in four blocks
around 64 acres of land have
been allocated for establishment
of food parks. The land for
establishment of agro-based
products will be allocated on
priority basis in rebate.

STAFF REPORTER n
AMBIKAPUR

Expressing discontent over
weak policing in Surguja

region, Director General of
Police DM Awasthi curtly told
the police officers to improve
the policing in the region or be
ready to face the consequences.

The DGP chaired a review
meeting during his Surguja tour
where he told Inspector
General of Police to hold
monthly meetings of officers
starting from district SPs to
SDPOs and review their works.

“In this duration responsi-
bilities of every officer will be
fixed and if their performances
do not improve then negative
comments could be made on
their annual CR (Confidential
Reports),” the DGP said.

He said that he will again
review the policing situation in
April.  The DGP while sharing
his experiences gave tips for

improving policing. He asked
officers to improve the image of
police among masses.  

He also assured that very
soon a proposal for setting
permanent traffic thana will be
sent to the state government.

Additional Director General
of Police RK Vij who was also
present in the meeting asked
cops to keep eye on the quality
of construction works going on
for the police in Surguja region.

He informed that in past

two years 50 new police sta-
tion/outpost buildings have
been sanctioned.

“For improving the func-
tioning of police stations and
making it fast 300 desktops with
printers will be made available at
police stations. An investigation
box will be also supplied to 50
percent police stations across the
state,” he said while adding that
mobile data on CUG numbers
used by cops will be also made
free.

STAFF REPORTER n RAIPUR

Under Clean India
Mission (Rural),

women self-help groups are
supplying sanitary napkins
at low cost in girls hostels
and ashrams to create
awareness towards men-
strual hygiene among
women and teenage girls.

Sanitary napkin supply
is turning out to be a better
business opportunity for
women in rural areas and
has become a medium for
their financial empower-
ment.

On World Menstrual
Hygiene Day i.e. 28 May,
National Rural Livelihood
Mission had provided `1
lakh each to 10 women self-
help groups of the district to
procure high-quality
biodegradable sanitary nap-
kins at low cost. These sani-
tary napkins are being sold
by women self-help groups

to women and teenage girls
in villages.

The self-help groups
are also creating awareness
about menstrual hygiene
and advantages of using
sanitary napkins. This has
resulted in significant
decrease in number of
cases of infections, uterus
cancer and pregnancy
related complications.
Attendance of girl students
in schools has also
improved, as informed by
the women of Gram
Sangathan. Women and
girls are also being made
aware of the importance of
using biodegradable and
eco-friendly sanitary nap-
kins and their safe disposal.

Inspired by the initia-
tive, other self-help groups
have also started procuring
sanitary napkins at their
own expense, to sell these
in rural areas.

Concluding day too mark by farmers’ demonstration
Paddy procurement on support price

‘Record paddy procurement’ 

Minister inaugurates
converter-3 heating
process at BSP

STAFF REPORTER n
JAGDALPUR/ BALRAMPUR

Seven persons lost their
lives in different road

accidents that happened in
Jagdalpur and Balrampur
district of the state.

Four persons were
killed and a few others
injured when the tractor
they were travelling in
turned turtle in Bastar
district on Thursday, police
said.

The incident took place at
Tirthum Square when the vic-
tims were returning from a
market in Kodenar village,
around 40 km away from
Jagdalpur, Station House
Officer (SHO) Kodenar,
Khileshwar Chandravanshi
said.

As per preliminary
investigations, four per-
sons, including the tractor
driver, were killed when

the vehicle overturned, he
said.

Few others who sus-
tained injuries are under-
going treatment at a local
hospital, he added.

The deceased persons
were identified as Joga
Korami (45) a resident of
Bodenar, Mungdi (17),
Sanko (20), Bitay (35) all
residents of Dilmili village,
the official said, adding that
further probe is underway.

Three killed as SUV
rammed into stationary
truck

In separate mishap,
three persons were killed
while one sustained serious
injuries after a SUV
rammed into a parked truck
on Chando-Balrampur road
near SP bungalow.

The deceased were
identified as Vishnu
Prajapati, Suraj Rajak and
Rahul Rajak, police said.

The victims, all resi-
dents of Tangarmarhi and
Purandih village of the dis-
trict, had come to Amdand
village for attending a wed-
ding party, police informed. 

“After attending the mar-
riage party, they were on way
back to home when the
Mahindra Scorpio in which
they were travelling rammed
into a road side stationary
truck,” a local police officers
informed.

The impact of collision
was so severe that two per-
sons died on the spot while
another lost his life on way
to hospital. Two persons
were seriously injured of
which one has been
referred to Raipur, he
added.

Meanwhile, police have
registered a case in this
connection and are further
investigating the incident,
he said.

Rajim fair to conclude today

BJP demands white paper
on paddy procurement

Improve policing or face
the music: DGP Awasthi

Seven persons killed in
separate road accidents

Menstrual hygiene
awareness camp held

BoB holds symposium on

International Mother Tongue Day
Govt plans to develop reading skills among primary students
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New Delhi: The Vanvasi Raksha
Parivar Foundation will organ-
ise ‘Vanvasi Raksha Parivar
Kumbh’ at the Indira Gandhi
Indoor Stadium, New Delhi on
23 February 2020, Sunday.  In
this, 11 states of the country and
Delhi-NCR and surrounding
metropolitan cities would be 
participating. Virendra Kumar,
the organization's in-charge of
the foundation, told reporters at
Press Club of India, New Delhi,
that under the Vanvasi Raksha
Parivar Foundation single cam-
paign, the religious identity of
the forest dwellers settled in 4
lakh villages of the Vanvasi tribe
and backward areas of the
country, self-respect, Is dedi-
cated to reinforcing the 
spirit of self-reliance and 
nationalism. PTI
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Jaipur:  Seven people were
arrested for beating and tor-
turing two Dalit men in
Rajasthan's Nagaur district, an
incident that triggered protests
in the state assembly and con-
demnation by political leaders
on Thursday. 

Apart from the seven
arrested, seven others have
been detained in this connec-
tion, police said.  

DGP Bhupendra Singh
said the Heinous Crime
Monitoring Unit (HCMU) will
monitor the case and it will be
taken up under the case officer
scheme for speedy investiga-
tion.

The police said IG Human
Rights, Bipin Kumar Panday
has been sent to Nagaur for a
detailed investigation into the
incident.

Congress leader Rahul
Gandhi earlier in the day
termed the torture of the Dalits
as “horrific and sickening” and
asked his party government in
the state to take immediate
action to bring the perpetrators

to book. 
“The recent video of two

young Dalit men being brutal-
ly tortured in Nagaur,
Rajasthan is horrific and sick-
ening. I urge the state
Government to take immedi-
ate action to bring the perpe-
trators of this shocking crime
to justice,” he tweeted. 

According to the police, the
incident took place on
February 16 at a motorcycle
service agency in Karanu vil-
lage falling under Panchodi
police station area. The staffers
of the agency attacked the
Dalits after accusing them of
committing theft.

The brutal incident came
to light after a video of the
assault went viral. In the video,
a group of men is seen thrash-
ing two persons with rubber
belts. They later torture one of
the victims by pouring petrol
on his private parts with a piece
of cloth wrapped on a screw-
driver.

“Seven people have been
arrested after registering a case

against them under various
sections of IPC and the SC/ST
Act. A cross FIR has also been
registered for stealing money.
We are ascertaining how much
money was stolen from the ser-
vice agency counter. Further
investigation in the matter is
on,” DSP Nagaur, Mukul
Sharma said.  

The police said section 308
of IPC (attempt to commit cul-
pable homicide) has also been
added in the FIR. 

The arrested accused have
been identified as Bhim Singh,
Idaan Singh, Hanuman Singh,
Raghuveer Singh, Chhail Singh,
Chhatar Singh and
Rehmatullah.  

Meanwhile, three legisla-
tors of the opposition Rashtriya
Loktantrik Party (RLP), hold-
ing placards, entered the Well
of the House in protest  against
the incident. 

When the Speaker asked
them to return to their seats
ahead of the budget speech, the
legislators walked out of the
House. PTI

Washington: India needs to
invest an estimated extra USD
109 billion in road safety over
the next decade to halve its
crash fatalities, the World Bank
said in a report released on a
day when at least 35 people
were killed in four separate
accidents in the country.

The bank said such an
investment will bring economic
benefits equivalent annually
to 3.7 per cent of the GDP.

The report titled
“Delivering Road Safety in
India” was released at the 'Third
Global Ministerial Conference
on Road Safety' in Stockholm.It
points to the high death rate on
India's roads caused by chron-
ic lack of investment in sys-
temic, targeted, and sustained

road safety programmes and
identifies relevant investment
priorities to reverse the trend.

India has one of the high-
est rates of road crashes in the
world. Every year, about
150,000 people lose their lives
on India's roads, and more than
five times that number are
injured or maimed for life, the
report said.

The national highways
alone claim one life a year for
every two kilometers. This is
ten times higher than the devel-
oped country threshold. Road
crashes also impact economic
growth, costing the economy
between 3 to 5 per cent of GDP
a year, it said.

At least 20 people were
killed and several injured seri-

ously when a bus collided with
a container lorry near Tamil
Nadu's Avinashi town in
Tirupur district in the early
hours on Thursday.

Six people were killed and
seven injured when their car
rammed into a stationary truck
in Maharashtra's Chandrapur
district on Thursday.

In another accident in
Jammu and Kashmir, five
members of a family were
killed when their car rammed
into a stationary truck on the 

J a m m u - P a t h a n k o t
Highway in Samba district on
Thursday.

Four persons were killed
when a tractor turned turtle in
Chhattisgarh's Bastar district
on Thursday.

Given the rising trajectory
of crashes in India, the report
calls the country's recent enact-
ment of the Motor Vehicles
(Amendment) Act, 2019 as an
important step towards reduc-
ing road crash fatalities.

Part of a regional report,
“Road Safety in South Asia:

Opportunities for Shared
Regional Initiatives,” the World
Bank in its report calls for
regional initiatives to make
roads and vehicles safer, even
while making national-level
actions a top priority.

“Years of rapid economic
growth in South Asia, followed

by a steep rise in vehicle own-
ership have led to mounting
traffic deaths and contributed
to lost economic opportuni-
ties,” said Hartwig Schafer,
World Bank Vice President for
South Asia.

“South Asia's road safety
crisis is unacceptable but pre-
ventable. The good news is that
South Asian countries recog-
nise the urgent need to protect
their people, save lives, and sus-
tain their journey toward
greater prosperity. We at the
World Bank stand ready to sup-
port their efforts,” said the
World Bank official.

Towards this, the report
suggests countries should col-
laborate on making regional
trade corridors safer.

All categories of road users
and vehicle types – animals,
pedestrians, bicycles, rick-
shaws, motorcycles, motorized
three-wheelers, cars, minibus-
es, buses, mini trucks, trucks,
and agricultural vehicles – are
represented in these corridors
with narrow lanes, limited or
no shoulders, and inadequate
pedestrian facilities, it said.

According to the World
Bank, the road safety condi-
tions on these corridors mirror
the nature and scale of condi-
tions prevalent on national
highways.

Crash data collected in a
sample of highway sections
across Nepal, India, and
Bangladesh reveal alarming
annual fatality rates ranging

from 0.3 to 3 deaths per kilo-
meter, at a yearly average of
0.87 fatalities per kilometer.

“In India, 34.5 per cent of
fatalities in 2016 resulted from
crashes on the National
Highways, which comprise
only 1.79 per cent of the coun-
try's total road network,” the
report said.

“Historically, when coun-
tries reached motorisation lev-
els of between 50–100 vehicles
per 1,000 people, road crashes
became one of the leading
causes of death and injuries.
Improving road safety was then
recognised as a national devel-
opment priority,” said Arnab
Bandyopadhyay, Lead
Transport Specialist, World
Bank. PTI
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Kolkata: West Bengal Chief
Minister Mamata Banerjee on
Thursday said religions have
taught India to live in harmo-
ny and not take recourse to
divide and rule.

The spirit of harmony was
preached by Ramakrishna
Paramahansa, Swami
Vivekananda, Guru Nanak,
Lord Buddha, Gandhiji and
Netaji and others, she said.

“They have said we love a
united India and we don't
divide each other. We have
travelled with so many gods
and goddesses. From the peri-
od of Rennaissance to the
freedom movement, our
Hindu religion is universal,”
Banerjee said at a programme
of the Bharat Sevashram
Sangha.

“Hindu religion has taught
us that we can't close our
doors to others. It has taught
us to greet everyone with open
arms and also to show restraint
and tolerance,” she said.

The Trinamool Congress
chief who had been severely
critical of the Centre's move on
citizenship said, “Our nation's
welfare is our welfare. Our
strength lies in unity in diver-
sity.”

Taking a jibe at the BJP, she
said religion does not mean
only loud sermons. It teaches
men to honour women and
sisters, the chief minister said.

In 2018, Banerjee said, she
wanted to go to the US on the
occasion of 125 years of Swami
Vivekananda's historic speech
at Chicago. 

Mangaluru: Notices would be
served on 176 police officers
and staff to appear for hearing
on the December 19 firing on
anti-CAA protestors in the city,
Udupi deputy commissioner
G Jagadeesha, conducting the
magisterial probe into the inci-
dent, said on Thursday.

Addressing reporters here,
he said officials, including the
city police commissioner PS
Harsha, would be summoned
to depose on the violence which
led to police firing that killed
two persons.  Mangaluru

(north) assistant commission-
er K U Belliappa, who is the
nodal officer for the police
department, has given a list of
176 policemen who are ready to
adduce evidence in the hearing.

The police officers would
be summoned in phases.The
next hearing is on February 25.

He said so far, 203 mem-
bers of the public have deposed
before him on the incident.

Former city mayor K
Ashraf, who is under treatment
in hospital, has also provided a
written statement.

The remaining members of
the public can provide evi-
denceduring next hearings, he
said.On December 19, two per-
sons were killed in police firing
as protests against the
Citizenship Amendment Act
(CAA) turned violent 
here.

The protesters had attempt-
ed to besiege the Mangaluru
north police station and tried to
attack police personnel, fol-
lowing which force was used to
disperse them, police had
said. PTI
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Mumbai: The Jamiat Ulema-I-
Hind (JUIH) on Thursday
opposed the upcoming National
Population Register (NPR) exer-
cise, saying it is a “big threat” to
Muslims, who have been living
in the country for
centuries.

The NPR exercise will be
carried out across the country
along with the house listing
phase of the Census 2021 from
April 1 to September 30, 2020.
It is mandatory for every usual
resident of India to register in the
NPR. The objective of the NPR
is to create a comprehensive
identity database of every usual
resident in the country.

JUIH president Maulana
Syed Arshad Madani said they
do not have any problem with
the NPR if it is conducted in a
way that is similar to Census
since 1951, but it has now
acquired a different form and
meaning.

Addressing a press confer-

ence at the Mumbai Marathi
Patrakar Sangh here, Madani
alleged the central government
is engaging in “politics of hate”
for the past few years.

“The world knows the gov-
ernment is sowing the seeds of
hatred for the past eight years.
We have a threat from the sur-
vey officer of that government as
we will never get our rights,” he
said. Madani said the NPR-
NRC project is part of the
Central government's commu-
nal agenda to transform India
into a Hindu nation.

“The NPR-NRC is part of
a larger communal agenda to
isolate and alienate Muslims
and make India a Hindu nation.
They want to polarise the soci-
ety,” he said. “When the
Constitution guarantees equal
rights to all citizens, irrespective
of their religion, caste, language,
region, the agenda behind the
CAA-NRC-NPR is very clear,”
the JUIH chief said. PTI
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From Page 1

Another man, while talk-
ing to the interlocutors, said,
“I have a national flag on my
bicycle. We love this country
and stop calling us 
traitors.”

On Monday, the Supreme
Court observed that the block-
ade of the road at Shaheen
Bagh was “troubling” and sug-
gested the protesters go to
another site where no public
place would be blocked. It,
however, upheld their right to
protest.

The apex court also asked
Hegde to “play a constructive
role as an interlocutor” to
persuade the protesters to
move to an alternative site. It
said the interlocutors could
seek former bureaucrat

Wajahat Habibullah’s assis-
tance.
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From Page 1
After the Congress was

decimated in the just conclud-
ed Delhi Assembly elections,
the question of leadership is
being raised from within the
party.  A senior Congress leader
said that if Rahul Gandhi had
been president, the result could
have been better in Haryana
and Maharashtra. “Since
Soniaji was not mostly unwell,
there has been a leadership vac-
uum and that affected the
party’s performance,” he said.
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A43-year-old German man
shot and killed nine peo-

ple at several locations in a
Frankfurt suburb overnight in
attacks that appear to have
been motivated by far-right
beliefs ,  of f icials  said
Thursday.

The gunman f irst
attacked a hookah bar in cen-
tral Hanau at about 10 p.M.
Wednesday, killing several
people before heading about
2.5 kilometers (1.5 miles)
west and opening fire again,
claiming more victims.

Witnesses and surveil-
lance videos of the suspect’s
getaway car led authorities
quickly to his home, near the
scene of the second attack,
where he was found dead
near his 72-year-old mother,
said Peter Beuth, the interior
minister for the state of Hesse.

A website believed to be
the suspect’s is being evaluat-
ed, Beuth said.

“Initial analysis of the
webpage of the suspect indi-
cate a xenophobic motiva-
tion,” he said. He said feder-
al prosecutors have taken
over the investigation of the
crime and are treating it as an
act of domestic terrorism.

“This is an attack on our
free and peaceful society,” he
said. Some of the victims are
believed to be Turkish, and
Turkey’s Foreign Minister
Mevlut Cavusoglu said the
consulate in Frankfurt and
the embassy in Berlin were
trying to obtain information
on the attack.

“According to the initial
information, it was an attack
with a racist motive, but we
would need to wait for the
(official) statement,” he told
state television TRT.

German news agency dpa
reported that police are exam-
ining a video the suspect may
have posted online several

days earlier in which he
details a conspiracy theory
about child abuse in the
United States. The authentic-
ity of the video couldn’t
immediately be verified.

On a website registered by
someone with the same name
as the man in the video,
Tobias R., the owner says he
was born in Hanau in 1977
and grew up in the city, later
training with a bank and
completing a business degree
in 2007.

The attack comes amid
growing concerns about far-

right violence in Germany.
Chancellor Angela Merkel

called off a planned visit
Thursday to a university in
Halle.

Her spokesman, Steffen
Seibert, said she was “being
constantly kept abreast of the
state of the investigations in
Hanau.” Halle was the site of
a deadly anti-Semitic attack
last year. A man expressing
anti-Jewish views tried to
shoot his way into a syna-
gogue, failed and killed two
passers-by before being
arrested.
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Hanau (Germany): Chancellor
Angela Merkel condemned the
“poison” of racism on Thursday
after a shooter with suspected
far-right beliefs killed nine
people at a shisha bar and a cafe
in the German city of Hanau.

The suspect, identified as
43-year-old German Tobias R.,
was found dead at his home fol-
lowing an hours-long man-
hunt.

The body of his 72-year-
old mother was also found at
the flat in what appeared to be
a murder-suicide.

Federal counter-terror

prosecutors investigating the
case said they saw “a xeno-
phobic motive” behind the
shootings, the latest deadly
attack blamed on the far right
in Germany.

“Racism is a poison, hatred
is a poison and this poison
exists in our society and it is
already to blame for far too
many crimes,” Merkel said in
Berlin.

The suspect left behind
online a “manifesto” and video
material that suggested a terror
attack motivated by “a hostile
attitude to foreigners”, said

Peter Beuth, the interior min-
ister of the state of Hesse.

Among the dead were “sev-
eral victims of Kurdish origin”,
the Kon-Med association of
Kurds in Germany said in a
statement, adding that it was
“furious” that authorities
weren’t doing more to combat
rising extremism.

The rampage started at
around 10:00 pm (2100 GMT)
on Wednesday at a shisha bar
in the Heumarkt area of central
Hanau, a city some 20 kilome-
tres (12 miles) east of
Frankfurt. AFP
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Beijing: The death toll from the
coronavirus epidemic in China
has climbed to 2,118 with the
death of 114 more people,
while the overall confirmed
cases increased to 74,576,
Chinese officials said on
Thursday.

China’s National Health
Commission (NHC) said the
new confirmed cases declined
to 394, registering the biggest
drop since December when the
first case was reported in
Wuhan city in the central
Hubei Province.

The NHC said on
Thursday that it received
reports of 114 deaths on
Wednesday from 31 provincial-
level regions. The overall con-
firmed cases on the Chinese
mainland reached 74,576 and
2,118 people died of the dead-
ly disease.

The commission added
that 4,922 people were still sus-
pected of being infected with
the virus.

Among the deaths, 108
were in Hubei Province, the
epicentre of the virus and one
each from Hebei, Shanghai,
Fujian, Shandong, Yunnan and
Shaanxi, it said.

The worst-hit Hubei
Province and its provincial
capital Wuhan which were the
ground zero of the virus
reported 349 new confirmed
cases and 108 new deaths on
Wednesday. PTI
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Bangkok: Thailand’s
Government is scrambling to
cope with new travel restric-
tions after Israel banned the cit-
izens of Thailand and three
other Asian countries and ter-
ritories from entering over
concerns about a new virus.

Israel on Monday
announced it was refusing
entry to all foreign nationals
who travelled to Thailand,
Singapore, Hong Kong and
Macau during the past 14 days. 

Israeli citizens and resi-
dents will be isolated at home
for 14 days after their return
from areas at risk. AP
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Seoul: South Korea reported
its first death from a new virus
on Thursday while the mayor
of a southeastern city urged
his 2.5 million people to
refrain from going outside as
viral infections, linked to a
church congregation, spiked.

The death of a previous-
ly confirmed patient in South
Korea marked the world’s
ninth virus fatality outside
mainland China. 

Other deaths have
occurred in Hong Kong,
Japan, Taiwan, the Philippines
and France. AFP
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Brussels: The EU on Thursday
voiced concern about China’s
decision to expel three Wall
Street Journal reporters, saying
the move was a fresh attack on
freedom of expression.

Beijing ordered the Journal’s
deputy bureau chief and two
reporters to leave the country,
saying the headline of a com-
ment piece — titled “China is the
Real Sick Man of Asia” — was
“racially discriminatory” and
“sensational”. EU Spokesperson

for Foreign Affairs and Security
Policy Virginie Battu-
Henriksson said it was the lat-
est example of Beijing using visas
to hamper the work of foreign
journalists in China. 

“The denial of visas and the
revocation of credential in retal-
iation for the publication of an
opinion piece are of concern and
amount to further restrictions
on freedom of expression and
opinion,” Battu-Henriksson said
in a statement. AFP

�'�(�������%��������
%�
�)$����������*�+���$������

Tehran: Iran said on
Thursday that three more
people have been infected
with the new coronavirus that
originated in central China,
following an announcement
the day before that two peo-
ple had died of the illness
caused by the virus in the
Iranian city of Qom.

All schools and universi-
ties, including religious Shiite
seminaries, were shut down in
the holy city of Qom, accord-
ing to the official IRNA news
agency. Other news reports
said Iran had recently evacu-
ated 60 Iranian students from
Wuhan, the Chinese city at the
epicentre of the epidemic. 

Qom, located around 140
kilometers south of the capi-
tal, Tehran, is a popular reli-
gious destination and a centre
of learning and religious stud-
ies for Shiite Muslims from
inside Iran, as well as Iraq,
Pakistan and Afghanistan and
Azerbaijan. AP
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Beijing: China on Thursday
defended expelling three for-
eign journalists of the Wall
Street Journal, saying that
media which insults, smears
the country and support
racial discrimination “must
pay the price”.

China on Wednesday
expelled three journalists of
the Wall Street Journal (WSJ)
following an article in the
newspaper titled “China Is the
Real Sick Man of Asia” by
Walter Russell Mead pub-
lished on February 3 as the
country was fighting an all-
out war against the coron-
avirus outbreak that has killed
over 2,000 people. 

China’s Foreign Ministry
revoked the press cards of
three WSJ journalists (two
Americans and one
Australian) and asked them
to leave the country within
five days. PTI
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Washington: President
Donald Trump has ousted the
Pentagon’s top policy official
who had certified last year that
Ukraine had made enough
anti-corruption progress to
justify the Trump administra-
tion’s release of congressional-
ly authorised aid to Kyiv in its
conflict against Russian-
backed separatists.

John Rood resigned
Wednesday, saying he was
leaving at Trump’s request.

The Trump administra-
tion’s delay in releasing the aid
to Ukraine was central to the
president’s impeachment by

the House on charges of abuse
of power and obstruction of
Congress.

The Senate voted to acquit
the president. But in the wake
of the Senate trial, an embold-
ened Trump has gone after
officials he has perceived as
being disloyal.

Rood is the latest official to
be purged. His forced resigna-
tion comes as Democrats on
the Hill express concerns that
Trump is on a vendetta in the
wake of his acquittal.

Just days after the Senate
vote, the White House reas-
signed an Army officer, Lt. Col.

Alex Vindman, a key witness
in the impeachment inquiry,
from the National Security
Council, and pushed his twin
brother, an NSC lawyer, out
with him.

Gordon Sondland, Trump’s
ambassador to the European
Union who also was a key wit-
ness before House investigators,
was recalled from his post.

Trump tweeted Wednesday
that he wanted to “thank John
Rood for his service to our
Country, and wish him well in
his future endeavors!” Rood, in
his letter to Trump, did not
mention Ukraine.

It’s my understanding
from Secretary (Mark) Esper
that you requested my resig-
nation,” Rood said. Rood said
he will step down as of
February 28.

Rood wrote in a May 23
letter to Congress that the
Pentagon had made a thor-
ough assessment of Ukraine’s
anti-corruption actions and
other reforms.

And he said that, “I have
certified that the government
of Ukraine has taken sub-
stantial actions to make
defense institutional reforms
for the purpose of decreasing
corruption” and making other
improvements.” AP

$�!�������������	(	��	��((�����
�����	��(�	��2����	����

Las Vegas: From the opening
bell, Democrats unleashed an
aggressive verbal assault on New
York billionaire Mike Bloomberg
and raised new questions about
Bernie Sanders’ take-no-pris-
oners politics in a contentious
debate Wednesday night that
threatened to scramble even
further the party’s urgent quest
to defeat President Donald
Trump.

The former New York City
mayor was forced to defend his
divisive record on race, gender
and Wall Street in his debate-
stage debut, while Sanders,
appearing in his ninth of the
2020 primary season, tried to
beat back pointed questions
about his healthand his embrace
of democratic socialism.

Fierce exchanges through-
out the two-hour affair marked
the most aggressive sustained
period of infighting in the
Democrats’ yearlong search for
a presidential nominee, reflect-
ing rising urgency in a 2020 pri-
mary season that is already
deep into its voting phase.

Nevada votes Saturday.
South Carolina the week after.
And more than a dozen states
host a series of Super Tuesday

contests in less than two weeks.
In a fight for her political life,

Massachusetts Sen. Elizabeth
Warren was a leading aggressor
against Bloomberg. She was on
the attack throughout the night
followinga sharp slide in the
polls, calling Bloomberg “a bil-
lionaire who calls people fat
broads and horse-faced lesbians.”
She wasn’t alone.

Sanders lashed out at
Bloomberg’s policing policies
as New York City mayor that he
said targeted “African-American
and Latinos in an outrageous
way.” And former Vice President
Joe Biden charged that
Bloomberg’s “stop-and-frisk”
policy ended up “throwing 5
million black men up against the
wall.” Bloomberg defended him-
self on all counts and took a shot
at Sanders’ electability: “I don’t
think there’s any chance of the
senator beating Donald Trump.”
Bloomberg later seized on
Sanders’ rising wealth: “The
best known socialist in the
country happens to be a mil-
lionaire with three houses!”
Sanders defended owning mul-
tiple houses, noting he has one
in Washington, where he works,
and two in Vermont. AP
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Kuala Lumpur: Nearly 900,000
pangolins are believed to have
been trafficked across
Southeast Asia in the past two
decades, a wildlife watchdog
said Thursday, highlighting the
challenge in tackling the illic-
it trade.

As the world’s most heav-
ily trafficked mammal, the
creatures are targeted for their
body parts which are highly
valued in traditional medicine
in countries including China
and Vietnam, and their meat is
seen as a delicacy.

Also known as the scaly
anteater, the shy, primarily
nocturnal animals have been
heavily poached for years in
biodiverse Southeast Asia and
are being increasingly targeted
in Africa. AFP
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among at least 31 civilians
killed in air strikes on rebel-held
northern Yemen last week, the
United Nations said on
Thursday.

“UNICEF is sad to confirm
that the recent attack in Al-Jawf,
north of Yemen, on February
15, took the lives of 19 children
(eight boys and 11 girls) and
injured another 18 (nine boys
and another nine girls),” the UN
children’s agency said in a state-
ment.

“It was an attack on a civil-
ian populated area where chil-
dren were in the vicinity,”
UNICEF regional communi-
cations chief Juliette Touma told
AFP. Saturday’s air strikes came
after the Iran-aligned rebels
claimed to have shot down an
aircraft of the Saudi-led coali-
tion supporting the govern-
ment. The rebels reported mul-

tiple coalition air strikes where
the plane went down, while the
coalition conceded the “possi-
bility of collateral damage” dur-
ing a “search and rescue oper-
ation” at the site of the jet crash,
which left the fate of its crew
uncertain.

UNICEF urged the war-
ring sides to put an end to the
conflict, adding that the “wor-
rying escalation of violence
over the past few weeks is a
harsh reminder that children in
Yemen continue to carry the
heaviest burden of the conflict”.

The Saudi-led coalition
intervened in the war in 2015,
shortly after the rebels seized
control of the capital Sanaa.

Since then, tens of thou-
sands of people — mostly civil-
ians — have been killed and
many more displaced in what
the UN has called the worst
humanitarian crisis. AFP
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Addis Ababa: Ethiopia’s gov-
ernment on Thursday
assumed custody of a price-
less 18th-century crown that
a former refugee had kept
hidden in his apartment in
the Netherlands for two
decades.

The handover took place
at a ceremony in the capital,
Addis Ababa, attended by
Prime Minister Abiy Ahmed
and Sigrid Kaag, the Dutch
minister for foreign trade
and development coopera-
tion.

Sirak Asfaw, the one-time
refugee who is now a Dutch

citizen, fled Ethiopia during
the late 1970s during the so-
called “Red Terror” purges.

He found the gilded crown
— which features images of
Christ and the Twelve Apostles
— in 1998 in a suitcase left
behind by a visitor.

It had “disappeared” from
the Holy Trinity Church in
Cheleqot, a village in north-
ern Ethiopia, the Dutch gov-
ernment said in a statement
Thursday.

Sirak assumed the crown
had been stolen but worried
it would “just disappear
again” if he returned it to

Ethiopia’s leaders, so he kept
it in his apartment in the
Dutch port city of Rotterdam,
he told AFP last year.

Only after Prime
Minister Abiy Ahmed took
office in 2018 did Sirak feel
comfortable handing it over.

He then contacted Arthur
Brand, a renowned Dutch
art detective, who brought the
story to the Dutch govern-
ment’s attention. “We’re hon-
oured and delighted to have
been able to facilitate the
rightful return,” Kaag, the
Dutch minister, said in a
statement Thursday. AFP
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Germany and Japan are final-
ly winning a war together.
Unfortunately, it is the “war
on rationality.” Coal, as every-
body knows, is by far the

most damaging source of energy we use,
in terms of both the harm to human
beings and the impact on the climate. It’s
twice as bad as natural gas and dozens of
times worse than solar or nuclear or wind
power. Yet both Germany and Japan have
been building a lot of new coal-fired
power stations. But why are they still bet-
ting on coal?

Would it upset you if I said it’s
because they are, despite their apparent
sophistication, superstitious peasants at
heart? Well, go ahead and get upset.
Germany still gets more than a third of
its energy from burning coal and most of
it is ultra-polluting lignite or “brown”
coal. Solar, wind, geo-thermal and
hydropower generation provide just 17
per cent of the country’s electricity needs.
If most of Germany’s 17 nuclear powers
had not been shut down after 2012 (the
last are scheduled to close within two
years), then at least half the coal would
not have been needed.

There had been an active anti-nuclear
power movement in Germany for some
time but what triggered the 2012 decision
to shut the entire sector down was the
Fukushima disaster of the previous year.
I am deliberately avoiding the words
“calamity”, “disaster” and “catastrophe”
because while the Fukushima tsunami
killed 19,000 people, the subsequent
problem with the four nuclear reactors on
the coast killed nobody. Yet, the German
people, or at least a large number of
German anti-nuclear activists, insisted
that any nuclear reactor anywhere was a
mortal danger and the Government
agreed to shut all nuclear plants down.
The country pulled a 180 and decided to
embark on ending its use of nuclear
power entirely.

The same thing happened in Japan.
The Japanese planners were foolish to put
four reactors on the coast in a region
where earthquakes and consequent
tsunamis were to be expected from time
to time. What needs to be condemned is
the decision of the planners and not
nuclear power. Nevertheless, all 50
Japanese nuclear reactors, which account-
ed for 30 per cent of the country’s 
electrical power, were immediately shut
down.

The Japanese are not as blindly dog-
matic as the Germans: Two of those
nuclear plants reopened in 2015 and
seven more resurfaced recently. A further
17 are in the lengthy process of restart
approval. So by 2030, the Japanese
Government hopes to be getting 20 per
cent of its electricity from nuclear power
again. But that’s only half the amount of

nuclear power that Japan orig-
inally planned to make avail-
able by 2030. The gap between
20 per cent and the planned
40 per cent of the country’s
energy needs will be made up
by burning coal. 

Japan recently announced
that it plans to build 22 new
coal-burning power plants in
the next f ive years.  Its
Government has argued that
these coal plants use ultra-
supercritical boilers that are
vastly more energy-efficient
and pollute less per unit of
energy. But these plants still
emit greenhouse gases and are
a non-starter for activists who
want the world to zero out
carbon emissions.

This is deeply irresponsi-
ble behaviour and the worst
thing is that the decision-
makers know it. They are just
deferring to public opinion,
which in this instance is
entirely wrong. The “supersti-
tious peasants” should really
be fr ightened of global 
warming, for which coal-
burning is a major driver, not
of relatively harmless nuclear
power.

That’s not to say that
nuclear power is the solution
to all our problems, or even
most of them. It is generally

the most expensive option
because it costs so much to
build the reactors and the
associated controls and safe-
ty devices. Indeed, nuclear is
no longer cost-competitive
with other “clean” sources of
power like wind and solar.

So there is a case for not
building any more nuclear
power stations, at least in
regions and countries that
have ample resources in terms
of sun and wind. But there is
no case for shutting down
existing nuclear stations and
burning more coal to make up
the difference. That is so stu-
pid, it verges on the criminal.

Other countries can be
idiotic, too. Due to an admin-
istrative glitch,  Chinese
provinces are currently 
building hundreds of unnec-
essary coal-fired power sta-
tions that may never be used,
since the Central Government
expects the country’s coal use
to peak this year — and most
existing Chinese coal plants
already sit idle more than
half of the time. 

China is using coal power
financing as a key element of
its Belt and Road Initiative to
expand its economic and
political influence throughout
Asia and Africa. Both Japan

and China are now racing to
secure lucrative construction
contracts in developing coun-
tries to expand their strategic
reach. 

At least China is also
building nuclear plants as fast
as it can. Last year, it account-
ed for more than half the
world’s output of solar panels.
(On the other hand, it is pro-
viding work for the Chinese
construction industry by
building a planned 300 
coal-fired power stations in
other countries, presumably
on the unspoken assumption
that carbon dioxide emissions
elsewhere won’t affect China’s
climate.)

But nobody is as crazy as
the Germans and the
Japanese, who have been shut-
ting down nuclear plants and
replacing them with coal-
fired plants. France will close
its last coal-fired station in
2022 and Britain will do the
same in 2025. But Germany
says 2038 and Japan just says
“eventually.” That’s far too
late: By then the die will be
cast and the world will be
committed to more than 2oC
of warming.

(Gwynne Dyer’s new book
is ‘Growing Pains: The Future
of Democracy and Work’).
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Sir — The United Nations
Educational, Scientific and Cultural
Organisation (UNESCO) oper-
ates with four levels of language
endangerment between “safe” (not
endangered) and “extinct” (no liv-
ing speakers), based on inter-gen-
erational transfer. At a time when
nations are talking about the
decline of languages, India still
ranks one among those countries
that have the largest number of liv-
ing languages. But it is depressing
that our country has also earned
the dubious distinction of being
one with the most number of
endangered languages in the world.
India has reportedly lost one-fifth
of its languages in the past five
decades. 

It’s not surprising that those
languages that are at risk are the
ones spoken by marginal tribes.
Mother tongue languages, too,
rank at the bottom. When there’s
no education in the mother
tongue, children drop out when
they go to high school. The best
way to conserve a language is to
create livelihood opportunities for
those who speak it.

Dimpy Bhatia 
New Delhi
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Sir — It wasn’t surprising that a
special court pulled up the
Central Bureau of Investigation
(CBI) for not conducting a lie

detector or psychological test on
its former Special Director,
Rakesh Asthana, in an alleged
bribery case. But it was happy
that Special CBI Judge Sanjeev
Aggarwal has asked the probe
agency to submit the case diary

for examination. It also enquired
about the previous investigating
officer, Ajay Kumar Bassi, who
was taken off the case and had
been transferred to Port Blair
after the then agency Chief,
Alok Kumar Verma, was shunt-

ed out. People are fully aware
that Asthana is the blue-eyed boy
of Prime Minister Narendra
Modi and Union Home Minister
Amit Shah. How can one forget
that in 2002, the then Home
Minister and Deputy Prime
Minister LK Advani had intro-
duced Asthana to the then
Gujarat Chief Minister Narendra
Modi? 

Back then, he was heading
the probe on the Godhra train
burning case and had sent the
State into an unprecedented car-
nage and helped Modi to get
clean chit from the Supreme
Court appointed-SIT, headed by
R Raghavan.  

To clear the matter, Special
Judge Aggarwal has directed the
initial investigating officer in
the case, Ajay Kumar Bassi, to
appear before it on February 28.
Hope the case diary clears the
role of Asthana and Prime
Minister Modi’s much hyped na
khaunga, na khane dunga mantra
and simultaneously, the skeleton
of the country’s highest probe
agency’s alleged wrongdoing.

Bidyut Kumar Chatterjee
Faridabad
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Mudapu Yadamma, 38, is from
Mallareddipalli village in Nalgonda dis-
trict, Telangana. Two years ago, her hus-

band, a farmer, committed suicide by consuming
pesticide and left her with a debt of �3.5 lakh.
Kamatham Lakshmidevi, 31, is from
Danduvaripalli village in Ananthapur district of
Andhra Pradesh. She, too, was left with a debt of
�8 lakh after her husband, also a farmer, killed
himself two years ago. 

Vidya More, 38, is from  Maharashtra. When
her husband ended his life in 2012, his suicide was
declared not eligible (as a farm suicide) thereby
denying her the right to ex-gratia compensation.

They may live in different States but the fate
of farm widows across the country is worrying-
ly similar. Not only do farm widows suddenly
become invisible to the State, they are ostracised
by their families and are left to fend for themselves,
especially when they are hounded to repay the
debts taken by their farmer husbands. Latest sta-
tistics released by the Government show that
11,379 farmers killed themselves in India in 2016.
In other words, there were 948 suicides every
month or 31 growers committed suicide daily. One
big reason for this was mounting debts. While the
inability to pay back loans can be attributed to sev-
eral reasons, including failed crops, the agrarian
crisis and the unavailability of alternative oppor-
tunities for earning a livelihood, the burden of
repaying the debts has fallen on their widows.

At present, there is no programme or policy
that frees these farm widows from debts incurred
by their husbands. The harrying by banks or
moneylenders begins almost immediately after the
husband’s death, leaving hardly any time for the
widow to mourn her spouse. 

The need to survive and look after her chil-
dren pushes her to earn a living. But studies have
shown that the woman farmer often adopts the
same kind of farming as the deceased husband.
She also resorts to the same practice of chemical-
intensive and external-input-driven farming
requiring investments and borrowing. But with
women farmers not seen as credit-worthy and
access to Government schemes and credit being
limited, the situation can be so hopeless and dire
that women farmers are often forced to take the
same path as their husbands and end their lives.
Women accounted for 8.6 per cent of farmer sui-
cides in the country.

A prime cause has been the inadequate efforts
by the Government to prevent farmer suicides
coupled with insufficient and lopsided support to
families affected by them, according to the
Mahila Kisan Adhikaar Manch (MAKAAM), an
informal forum comprising 120 organisations of
women farmers and civil society groups in 24
States working to secure rights of women grow-
ers.

Recent consultations on the “Status of Women
Farmers in Farm Suicide Families” held by
MAKAAM and UN Women also revealed that the
lack of recognition by the Government of the
deaths as farm suicides in many cases further exac-
erbated the conditions of the marginalised wid-
ows as the State refused to extend any support to
them.

Korra Shanthi is one such victim of State apa-
thy. A resident of Nalgonda district, Telangana,
Shanthi and her husband were engaged in culti-

vation on leased land. When her hus-
band ended his life in 2018, Shanthi was
left with a debt of �6 lakh. Although she
applied for ex-gratia payment with the
help of local activists, she has not
received any money yet. Shanthi has
been told that she is unlikely to receive
it because her husband did not own any
land in his name, making her ineligible
for ex-gratia payment. 

Since several State Government
rules specify that only land owners and
land title holders are considered as farm-
ers while extending support to the sui-
cide-affected family, those toiling on
leased land fall through the cracks. With
land ownership being the main criteria,
tenant farmers and women farmers,
especially farm widows who do not have
land in their names, are not recognised
as real farmers. Further, farmers who
have borrowed from moneylenders
also don’t get counted as eligible or gen-
uine cases and their widows and fami-
lies are denied compensation. “This is
one of the biggest problems in Punjab,”
contends 40-year-old Veerpal Kaur. A
resident of Mansa district, Punjab, Kaur
has witnessed the despair that led to her
husband, father and father-in-law end-
ing their lives. But their families were not
considered eligible although the suicides
were due to farm distress. 

Lack of recognition is a major hur-
dle in the relief and rehabilitation of
widows and their families. This is
according to a MAKAAM study on the
status of women in farm suicide-affect-
ed families in six States of Maharashtra,
Karnataka, Telangana, Andhra Pradesh,
Tamil Nadu and Punjab. One of the
important findings was that in
Maharashtra, Punjab and Karnataka,

only those farmers who had institution-
al debt were considered as genuine and
eligible for support, not those who ended
their lives due to pressure from money-
lenders.

Moreover, there was a wide varia-
tion in the relief and rehabilitation pack-
age given by these six States. The study
showed that the criteria used to deter-
mine “farm suicides” were different
across States and even within the rele-
vant agencies like the police, agriculture
and revenue departments. 

According to MAKAAM’s Seema
Kulkarni, even in the States where
compensation was being paid, it was not
uniform. “While Andhra Pradesh pro-
vides a compensation of �7 lakh for each
family, in Maharashtra, which has the
largest number of farm suicides in the
country, this is only �2 lakh.  In the case
of Telangana, although its policy states
a compensation of �6 lakh, hardly any
payment had been made since subsum-
ing farm suicide cases into the Farmer
Insurance scheme called Rythu Beema
Padhakam”, says Kulkarni.

Of all the States, only Andhra
Pradesh had a one-time settlement
mechanism, (used in certain cases), to
settle all outstanding institutional as well
as private loans within �1 lakh to liber-
ate woman from never-ending debt.
However, its use was limited.

The study also found that only
Karnataka had a policy to support
education of children from farm suicide
families, including reimbursement of fee
of those studying in private institutions.
“However, even here, the implementa-
tion was poor and lacked coordination
between different agencies, states”,
Ashalatha Satyam of Rythu Swarajya

Vedika, a MAKAAM partner.
She points out that such a policy

does not exist in other States. This is why
many widows in Telangana and Andhra
Pradesh had to pull out their children
from schools. Although the Maharashtra
Government had announced a support
package related to education fee, noth-
ing has been finalised so far.

In cases where land is in the name
of the husband, wives have the oppor-
tunity to eke out a living once they are
able to get it transferred in their name.
But even here it is usually a long and
uphill battle as relatives don’t want to
give her the rightful share in the prop-
erty. Lack of land ownership has forced
most of the women to either become
labourers or seek other means of
employment, often at the cost of their
safety. So, Mudapu Yadamma is depen-
dent on wage labour to keep her three
children in school since her in-laws are
not prepared to give her a share in the
family land. Kamatham Laxmidevi,
too, was denied her share in the family
land cultivated by her husband and does
any work that helps her earn a living.
Vidya More has taken up sewing and
wage labour to make ends meet. But all
this isn’t enough to repay the huge debts
incurred by their husbands.

They are not the only ones strug-
gling for survival and their rights.
Hundreds of farm widows have fallen
off the Government’s radar. Government
apathy and hopelessness have led many
to take their lives. This is not unknown
to the political masters. Then what is the
Government waiting for? Just how
many more suicides will it take for it to
take action?

(The writer is a senior journalist)    
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To promote awareness of lin-
guistic and cultural diversity
and bolster social and multilin-

gual identity, the International
Mother Tongue Day is celebrated
every year on this day (February 21).

Mother tongue refers to a per-
son’s native language, that is, a lan-
guage learned from birth. The first
International Mother Tongue Day
was observed in 1990 after the dec-
laration by the United Nations (UN)
to recognise the sacrifices of people
who lost their lives for the sake of
their mother tongue in Bangladesh. 

Language is one of the most pre-
cious gifts that we have and each
tongue represents a unique and dis-
tinct cultural heritage. Language is a

means of communicating values,
beliefs and customs and has an
important social function as it fos-
ters feelings of group identity and sol-
idarity. It is the means by which cul-
ture, traditions and shared values
may be conveyed and preserved.

About 50 per cent of the world’s
out-of-school children live in com-
munities where the medium of
instruction is different from the
language used at home. This is per-
haps one of the most astounding facts
about second language education.
Schools have tried to tackle the
problem by going to the families of
these children for assistance in help-
ing students gain confidence in the
use of the second language. They ask
the parents to use the second lan-
guage at home so that the students
become more comfortable with it
and are able to cope with it in school.
This does more harm than good for
reasons other than that of a second
language being much harder to learn
regardless of copious levels of effort
put in to achieve fluency.

In developing areas, usually there
aren’t resources enough to prepare

students at this level, so the efforts
made by the parents and the students
are futile in that sense. 

This second language educa-
tion also causes a rift between fam-
ilies and their native languages in a
wholly unnecessary way. Families feel
alienated from their mother tongue
simply because the school gives the
impression that they should feel
this way. By propagating this attitude,
these education systems are essential-
ly destroying diverse cultures and
backgrounds that make our species
so great.

The different languages and
dialects spoken throughout the globe
reflect how history and culture have
shaped the way in which people
speak, think and reflect. Our moth-
er tongue helps to link new genera-
tions to the past, which is part of our
cultural and plurilingual heritage. It
is a well-known fact that everyone
had a language that they grew up
speaking and a good proportion of
the world spoke more than one
tongue. However, the idea that some-
one would regularly have to be
taught in a language that wasn’t

native to them had never occurred
previously. “This was, undoubtedly,
exacerbated by the fact that I never
made significant strides towards
becoming fluent in another lan-
guage. The closest I had ever come
was a working proficiency in Spanish
during my junior year of high school.
When I think back on my perspec-
tive on this subject in the context of
my parents, their accents never
bothered me because I had just
always been so used to them”, says a
21-year-old former student Tej, who
is pursuing higher studies at
Washington University in St Louis,
USA. 

Leanne Hinton, a Professor of
linguistics at the University of
California in Berkeley, says in Mother
Tongue-Based Multilingual
Education, “More broadly, the loss of
language is part of the loss of whole
cultures and knowledge systems,
including philosophical systems,
oral literary and musical traditions,
environmental knowledge systems,
medical knowledge and important
cultural practices and artistic skills.
The world stands to lose an impor-

tant part of the sum of human
knowledge whenever a language
stops being used. Just as the human
species is putting itself in danger
through the destruction of species
diversity, so might we be in danger
from the destruction of the diversi-
ty of knowledge systems”. 

These problems are hard to fix.
If one were to approach educators
and tell them to fix the issue, they
would undoubtedly point to a lack of
resources. Nevertheless, an effort
must be made by educators to have
respect for the mother tongue of their
students, even if it is different from
their own.

The beauty of academic educa-
tion is that the majority of it comes
from books that can be more easily
produced in areas with greater
resources. It is for the educators in
these parts of the world — who are
multilingual — to produce ortho-
graphical and instructional materi-
als for use in developing areas.
Given the resource crisis in the
developing world, this is likely to be
one of the most practical solutions.
Children in developing areas have the

thirst for knowledge, we must do
what we can to satiate it. 

Language is the essence and
identity of culture and is a major tool
of communication and for exchange
of ideas and emotions. To know your
language is the simplest and most
important way to keep and preserve
your culture. In recent times, the idea
of linguistic and cultural awareness
has increased; thus allowing the
mother tongue to be more cultural-
ly accepted.

It is clear, that we must strive to
reform the systems that educate the
youth, in order to further the qual-
ity of learning in the first language
or mother tongue and to inspire sol-
idarity based on understanding, tol-
erance and dialogue.

Maintaining and retaining the
languages of ethnic and cultural
groups is critical for the preservation
of cultural heritage and identity.
Using one’s mother tongue at home
will make it easier for speakers to be
more comfortable with their own lin-
guistic and cultural identity. 

(The writer is Chairperson,
Department of Linguistics, AMU)
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Bengal is mulling enhanced
security for election strate-

gist Prashant Kishore, sources
in the State Government said
adding already the security
directorate has reviewed his
security status and submitted
its recommendations before
the Government.

Accordingly, Kishore who
has reportedly been hired by
the ruling Trinamool Congress
to chalk out its strategy road
map ahead of the 2021
Assembly elections is likely to
get ‘Z’ category security cover
which is provided among oth-
ers former Chief Minister
Buddhadeb Bhattacharjee,
senior Ministers like Partho
Chatterjee, Firhad Hakim,
Suvendu Adhikary,  BCCI pres-
ident Sourav Ganguly and
another 5-6 persons.

Chief Minister Mamata
Banerjee and his nephew and
MP Abhishek Banerjee gets ‘Z

Plus’ security cover.
The security personnel will

be drawn from the trained
officers of Kolkata Police and
Bengal Police, sources said
adding the decision to provide
security cover to Kishore was
taken following a meeting of
the security directorate officials.

Significantly the meeting
took place following two devel-
opments. First, Kishore’s expul-
sion from the Jantadal United
Party of Nitish Kumar and
second his decision to launch
‘Baat Bihar Ki’.

“A meeting was called
where his security was
reviewed and its upgradation
was recommended to the State
Government,” sources said. 

However officials in
Kishore’s election management
company said they did not
have any information about the
new security proposals.

Bengal has seen a lot of
political murders over the past
one decade or so. One such vic-

tim of recent escalated politi-
cal hostilities was a Trinamool
Congress MLA from Nadia.

Satyajit Biswas Krishanganj
MLA was murdered near house
in Nadia. Local BJP MP who
was named among 43 others
was recently grilled for four
hours by the State CID regard-
ing his alleged role in the mur-
der.

With TMC’s position
improving since the losses it
suffered in last year’s
Parliamentary elections—when
the party conceded 18 out of 42
seats to the BJP —thanks
Kishore’s reported strategic
manipulations the Bengal rul-
ing party wants him secured at
any cost, experts said.

One of the major reflec-
tions of Kishore’s successes
with the TMC was a remark-
able comeback staged by the
Trinamool in the recently held
Assembly elections to three
seats in which the BJP suffered
humiliating defeat.

Kolkata: West Bengal Chief
Minister Mamata Banerjee on
Thursday wrote a letter to
Prime Minister Narendra
Modi, expressing concern over
‘steady reduction’ of central
funds to the State and ‘inordi-
nate delay’ in their release.

The BJP called the letter a
“political ploy to befool people”
ahead of civic polls in the
state.

In her letter, Banerjee
asserted that despite the decline
in central funds the state’s
GSDP grew by 10.4 per cent
against the national GDP
growth of 5 per cent in 2019-
20. “I write to you with deep
concern regarding steady
reduction of central funds to
the state and also inordinate
delay in release of funds to us
from the Government of India,”
Banerjee wrote.

She said the state is yet to
receive its share of central

funds totalling �50,000 crore
till January, 2020.

This “extradordinary situ-
ation” is creating major diffi-
culties in meeting obligations
for the welfare of the state, she
said.

The letter said, “You will,
no doubt, appreciate that both
the central and the State
Governments are expected to
fulfil the constitutional oblig-
ations and the commitments to
the people, so that respective
governments run smoothly ...
However West Bengal is being
deprived of the huge out-
standing dues.”

Banerjee said West Bengal’s
index of industrial production
(IIP) in April-November 2019-
20 stood at 3.1 per cent against
the national figure of 0.6 per
cent, while growth of the ser-
vices sector at 16.4 per cent was
much higher than the nation-
al number of 6.9 percent. PTI

Bengaluru: Leaving the organ-
isers of an  Event to protest
against the CAA, NRC and
NRP here red-faced, a young
woman on Thursday raised
‘Pakistan Zindabad’ slogan in
the presence of AIMIM chief
Asaduddin Owaisi, who
denounced her action and
asserted “we are for India”.

The woman, identified as
Amulya, asked people to shout
with her ‘Pakistan Zindabad’
after the organisers of the event
under the banner of “Save
Constitution” invited her to
address the gathering soon
after Owaisi came on the stage.

Soon Owaisi rushed to
snatchthe mike from her hands
and was joined by others who
tried to remove her from the
state.

But the woman was
adamant and raised the slogan
again repeatedly.

Later, the police stepped in
and removed her from the
dais.

Owaisi then addressed
the gathering, saying he did not
agree with the woman.

“Neither me nor my party
has any link with her. We
denounce her. The organisers
should not have invited her
here. If I knew this, I would not
have come here. We are for
India and we no way support
our enemy nation Pakistan.
Our entire drive is to save
India,” the  AIMIM MP said.

JD(S) corporator Imran
Pasha claimed she was planted
by some rival group to disrupt
the event.  The woman, he said,
was not in the list of speakers
and demanded that the police
investigate the matter
seriously. PTI

Chennai: A road crash in
Tamil Nadu early Thursday left
20 dead and 28 injured as a
lorry collided with their bus
reducing it to a mangled heap.

Police said the accident
occurred on the Salem-Kochi
highway at Avinashi in Tirupur
around 4 am as the Kerala State
Road Transport Corporation
(KSRTC) bus was proceeding
to Ernakulam from Bengaluru.
Tirupur is located about 450
km from here.

Most of the passengers
were asleep when the lorry
crashed into the bus.

The lorry driver,
Ernakulam native Hemaraj,
was arrested later.

The tiles-laden container
lorry’s tyre burst and it entered
the wrong lane colliding with
the bus, reducing the vehicle to
a mangled heap, police said.

The 20, including six
women, died at the scene while
the injured were admitted to
hospitals in Tirupur and some
referred to Coimbatore, police
said.

Palakkad Superintendent
of Police Siva Vikram said “It
was a high speed collision.
The container lorry went out of

control.”
The accident came as a

shock to many in the state since
one of such a magnitude has
not happened in Tamil Nadu in
the recent past.

There were 48 passengers
on board the bus.

The lorry suffered a tyre
burst before colliding with the
KSRTC bus, Tamil Nadu Chief
Minister K Palaniswami said in
the State Assembly, adding, all
the victims were Keralites.

Prime Minister Narendra
Modi, Tamil Nadu Governor
Banwarilal Purohit,
Palaniswami, and Kerala Chief
Minister Pinarayi Vijayan con-
doled the deaths.

“Extremely anguished by
the bus accident...In this hour
of grief, my thoughts and
prayers are with the bereaved
families. I hope those who are
injured recover at the earliest,”
the PM’s Office said in a tweet
quoting Modi.

Though reports initially
suggested the bus was pro-
ceeding towards
Thiruvananthapuram in
Kerala, officials later clarified its
destination was Ernakulam.

Palaniswami said he has

asked the Tirupur administra-
tion to coordinate with their
Palakkad counterparts, to expe-
dite activities including send-
ing the bodies of the deceased
to Kerala.

Further, 23 people were
seriously injured and were
undergoing treatment while

five others sustained simple
injuries and were proceeding to
Kerala, he said.

“I have directed the
Tirupur collector and police
officials there to set up a help
centre to assist the relatives of
the victims and also expedite
the process of sending the

bodies of the deceased by con-
tacting Kerala officials,” he
said.

In Thiruvananthapuram,
Vijayan deputed his cabinet
colleagues—Transport Minister
AK Saseendran and
Agriculture Minister VS
Sunilkumar, to Tirupur to

coordinate relief operations,
his office said.

The Kerala delegation later
arrived in Tirupur.

Saseendran, Sunilkumar,
Palakkad MP VK Sreekandan,
and Alathur MP Ramya
Haridas besides MLAs from
Kerala are camping at Tirupur.

“The State Government
will provide a compensation of
�10 lakh to the bereaved fam-
ilies, �two lakh will be given
within a week. The rest of the
amount will be given following
the procedures,” Saseendran
said.

“The families of the
KSRTC employees will be given
�30 lakh each under the insur-
ance scheme,” he added.

The State Government has
also declared that it will take
care of the medical expenses of
the injured passengers.

The Health department
has sent ambulances to Tirupur
to bring back the bodies. The
accident left the survivors shell-
shocked.

Karishma, on her way to
Ernakulam, said she was seat-
ed on the left side of the bus
and was sleeping when the
accident occurred.

“When I woke up sudden-
ly, I saw many people running
around and the injured being
taken in ambulances,” the
woman told the media.

Alan, also from Kerala,
said he was still finding it dif-
ficult to overcome the shock.

“I have sustained a minor
injury on my leg. But my friend
is injured on the nose and I am
taking him to hospital,” he
said.

Jemin George, an injured

passenger, said he suffered a cut
on his lips and an injury to his
forehead that required 10
stitches.

“I do not know what exact-
ly happened. I was sleeping in
a seat behind the driver’s seat,”
he said, adding, he was referred
to a hospital in Coimbatore.

A weeping woman pas-
senger alleged the container
lorry was overloaded and there
were not many vehicles on the
road.
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Aizawl: Mizoram
Governor PS
Sreedharan Pillai hailed the Mizo Peace
Accord, signed in 1986, as a beacon of
hope for enduring peace as the north-
eastern state celebrated its 34th statehood
day on Thursday.

Pillai, while addressing a programme
here on the occasion, said, “The signing
of the historic Mizo Peace Accord on June
30, 1986 remains a beacon of hope for the
world that peace can be attained and sus-
tained if the people and leaders choose it
over violence.”

Mizoram became the 23rd state of
India in 1987 after the Mizo National
Front (MNF) signed the peace accord with
the Centre, ending a two-decade-long
insurgency. 

Before attaining statehood, Mizoram
was union territory.

Observing that Mizoram’s endeavour

since attaining
statehood has

been to attain self-reliance, Pillai urged the
state government and denizens not to sole-
ly rely on central funding.

“Mizoram is abundantly blessed with
resources in horticulture, handloom,
handicrafts, human resource and tourism
sectors, which we need to tap. It is our duty
to provide a congenial socio-economic set-
ting where our youth can flourish with
pride,” he said.

He called upon the state government
to work towards achieving a welfare
state.Pillai said the Centre has allocated 10
per cent of the Union budget for the devel-
opment of the Northeast.

He also urged the churches and the
NGOs to help the State Government in
combating AIDS and cancer. Several pro-
grammes were held across the State on the
occasion. PTI
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Students of the Aligarh
Muslim University (AMU)

took out a protest march under
the banner of Students’
Coordination Committee here
on Thursday against Uttar
Pradesh Chief Minister Yogi
Adityanath, accusing him of
shielding the State police from
allegations of brutalities.

“The Chief Minister is
deliberately twisting facts to
falsely implicate students and
thus, shielding the police from
allegations of brutalities,” com-
mittee spokesperson Faizul
Hasan said.

Hasan, a former president
of the AMU Students’ Union,
said, “Either the Chief Minister
has been grossly misinformed
or he is deliberately trying to
frame those who were protest-
ing against the 

Citizenship (Amendment) Act
(CAA).”

Adityanath defended the
Uttar Pradesh police on
Wednesday over the deaths of
anti-CAA protesters, saying
they were shot by other rioters
and nothing could be done to
save someone with a death
wish.

Wrapping up the discus-
sion on the governor’s address
in the State Assembly, he said
the role of the police in dealing
with rioters during the anti-
CAA protests should be appre-
ciated.

Meanwhile, in a statement,
AMU Employees’ Union pres-
ident Professor Ramesh Rawat
described Adityanath’s remarks
that 15,000 students of the
university had attempted to
indulge in arson on December
15 last year as “false and fabri-
cated”. 
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The Public Health Engineering (PHE) workers on
Thursday extended their ongoing strike by 72 hours in

support of various demands including release of pending
wages and regularisation of services.

The PHE workers had begun their strike on February
7. The stir has led to a drinking water crisis in most parts
of the Jammu region.

“We have decided to extend the ongoing strike by 72
hours and if the Government failed to address our issues,
we have no option but to hit the roads,” a leader of the pro-
testers said.  Police on Wednesday foiled an attempt by thou-
sands of PHE workers to stage a rally from the office of the
chief engineer to the Raj Bhavan here. 

“After the end of the 72-hour deadline, over 22,000
workers from across the Jammu region will gather here and
come on the roads to press for their genuine demands,” the
leader said.  He said the wages of the workers are pending
for the last 65 months, while they have served the depart-
ment for over two decades with a hope that their services
will get regularised one day.

“We have only got assurances from time and again and
therefore, we will not budge till our demands are met...With
or without Article 370, our fate remains the same and our
families are suffering due to the failure of the Government
to address our issues,” he said.

Coimbatore: A Muslim couple entered into
wedlock amid protests against the
Citizenship Amendment Act here by over
1,000 people, including women, on
Thursday.

The ceremony took place under a
canopy erected at the protest venue at
Aathupalam and was witnessed by the pro-
testers, who have been on a sit-in since
Wednesday seeking withdrawal of the
CAA, proposed National Register of
Citizens and National Population 
Register.

The marriage was solemnised by an
Imam, with the bride Reshma and groom
Abdul Kalam exchaging vows amid slogans
against the new law.

Family members and those present at
the venue blessed the couple.

A Muslim couple, holding an anti-CAA
placard, got married at the venue of the
ongoing protest against CAA in Chennai on
Monday. PTI

Salem/Chennai: Six  pilgrims
from Nepal,  Including two
women, were killed and 24
others injured in a road acci-
dent near Salem on Thursday,
police said.

The accident happened
on the Salem-Bengaluru high-
way after a bus rammed the
minibus the pilgrims were
travelling in when its driver
tried to swerve to the right
near Omalur in the district,
police said.

Chief Minister K
Palaniswami condoled the
death of the six pilgrims and

said the accident happened in
the early hours of Thursday
when they were proceeding to
Rajasthan from Kaniyakumari.

Speaking in the Tamil
Nadu Assembly, he said that
the accident happened around
1 AM.”Six Nepalis including
two women travelling in the
bus were killed,” he said and
expressed his condolences.

The injured have been
admitted to hospital, he said,
adding he has directed the
Salem Collector to ensure they
received the best medical treat-
ment. PTI 

Lucknow: Social activists S R Darapuri
and Sadaf Jafar said Thursday they
intend to move court against the Uttar
Pradesh Government’s recovery notices
on them for damage to public property
during anti-CAA protests here last year.

They stated they have not yet received
any official communication seeking
recovery, but a senior Government offi-
cial said the notices have been issued to
28 people including them.

Darapuri told PTI on Thursday, “I am
hearing news that I’ve been issued recov-
ery notices by the district adminstration,
though I have not received any such
notice till now. I will challenge it in the
High Court if I get any.” 

Social activist Jafar, who is also a
Congress leader, said if she receives any
recovery notice she too will move court.

“The State Government is sending
recovery notices unconstitutionally to

people. There is no proof against me of
inciting violence but instead of arresting
antisocial elements, they arrested and tor-
tured me,” she said.

She was arrested on December 19 in
connection with the violence.

Lucknow Additional District
Magistrate (East) KP Singh had on
Monday issued recovery notices to 28
people stating that they have to deposit
Rs 63 lakh by March 20, otherwise
action will be taken against them.

Besides Darapuri and Sadaf, the
notice also names Mohammad Shoaib of
Rihai Manch, and social activists Robin
Verma, Deepak Kabir, Pawan Rao
Ambedkar, among others. Darapuri, a
retired IPS officer, was accused of insti-
gating violence during the anti-CAA
protest in the state capital on December
19 last year. He was arrested on December
20, but later granted bail. PTI

Imphal: The Manipur State
education board cancelled the
class 11 final exams after ques-
tion papers of at least five sub-
jects were leaked, a senior offi-
cial said on Thursday.

Question papers of Physics,
Chemistry, Maths, Biology and
Manipuri were leaked, Council
of Higher Secondary Education
Manipur (COHSEM) secre-
tary Ch Biren Singh told PTI.

The final examinations,
which began on February 17, of
all streams of class 11 have been
cancelled as “concrete evidence
regarding the leakage” was
found, COHSEM chairman L
Mahendra said.

The council has instructed
principals of all the affiliated
schools to return the questions
papers “in their original forms
as collected” by February 24, he
added. 

Mahendra assured stern
action against those found
responsible and said the prin-
cipals who do not comply with
the council’s direction will be
considered as individuals
responsible for the leakage.

“Authorities of private insti-
tutions found guilty will have
their affiliation cancelled,” he
said, adding that the council
will announce new dates for the
exams soon. PTI
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Bareilly (UP): A class nine student
has been detained by the police here
for allegedly threatening to blow up
his school building in a ‘Pulwama-
like attack’ if he was not paid �2 lakh
as extortion amount, an official said
on Thursday.

Senior SP Shailendra Pandey
said the boy, who also works as a
newspaper hawker, has been sent to
a reform home.

The principal of the school had
complained to police that someone
dropped a letter at his house on
Friday threatening to blow it up and
also the school building. On
Tuesday, the accused student hand-
ed him a letter carrying the
“Pulwama-like attack” threat, the
police officer said.

On receiving the complaint, a
case under relevant sections of the
IPC was registered and the boy was
questioned. 

After changing his statement
frequently, he confessed to have
written the letter to make easy
money, the police said. PTI 
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Bengaluru: Calling BJP
Government in  Karnataka as
“a child born illicitly from
Operation Kamala”, the
Opposition Congress on
Thursday warned the ruling
party that people would pun-
ish it, if it doesnt keep the
promise of making the state a
‘Rama Rajya.’

Alleging that the BS
Yediyurappa-led Government
in the state has not come to
power with the mandate of the
people, but only by engineer-
ing the defection of 17
Congress-JD(S) legislators, the
Leader of Opposition in the
assembly Siddaramaiah said
there was no programme from
the current dispensation worth
mentioning in the last seven to
eight months.

“There is no programme
of the BJP Government in the
last 7-8 months that is worth
mentioning; all the mentions
made in the address are of pre-
vious Congress and coalition
Government, he said.

He accused the
Government of failing to get
the right share of central funds
to the state on time, despite
having the same party in power
at the Centre.

Siddaramaiah said there
would be over a �11,000-crore

shortfall in tax devolution to
Karnataka during 15th finance
commission, while warning
that “We are going to suffer if
this continues and the admin-
istration doesnt act.”

You (BJP) people had said
that you will make Karnataka
a Rama Rajya if party comes to
power both at the state and the
Centre...Where is it? Do it,” he
said.

You (BJP) will construct
Ram Mandir and bring in
Uniform Civil Code, because it
is your agendabut also make
efforts towards building Rama
Rajya as you had promised or
else you may have
to eat your own words, and

people will punish you, he
said.

Participating in the debate
on the motion of thanks to
Governors address in the
assembly, Siddaramaiah said
the state government has failed
to give any preview through the
address.

The Governors address
doesnt have anything from
this Government, except the
state providing �4,000 crore in
addition to the Central gov-
ernments �6,000 crore under
the Pradhan Mantri Kisan
Samman Nidhi scheme,” he
said. PTI

Panaji: The Goa Congress has
said it will  Challenge its 10 for-
mer MLAs, who joined the BJP
last year, to resign and seek
fresh mandate on the saffron
party’s ticket.

State Congress spokesman
Urfan Mulla told PTI on
Thursday that his party leaders
will visit homes of the 10
MLAs and challenge them to
re-contest the 
election.

After the 2017 Goa polls, a
hung Assembly had emerged.
But, the BJP outsmarted the
Congress by cobbling together
a coalition quickly.

In July last year, 10
Congress MLAs switched over
to the BJP. “The Congress will
challenge them to resign as
MLAs and then re-contest on
BJP’s ticket from their respec-
tive Assembly constituencies. If
they think they can get re-elect-
ed on BJP’s ticket, they should
try their luck,” Mulla 
said.

These MLAs got elected in
the 2017 polls on Congress’
ticket, as the voters had reject-
ed the BJP, he claimed.

“But these ten MLAs
ditched the voters and join the
BJP,” he alleged.The state
Congress leaders will start vis-
iting these 10 MLAs later this
week, Mulla said. PTI

Jaipur: The Rajasthan Budget
is based on seven resolutions,
including Nirogi Rajasthan and
efforts are being made so that
development is not interrupt-
ed in the State despite various
challenges, Chief Minister
Ashok Gehlot said on
Thursday.

Presenting the Budget for
FY2020-21 in the Rajasthan
Assembly, Gehlot referred to
the public welfare measures in
the last Budget, and said that
his Government has tried to
present a concrete action plan
in this Budget also.

He levied no new tax pro-
posals and announced to fill
53,151 new vacancies. He also
announced rebate of �130 crore
in different kinds of taxes.

This is the second Budget
of the Congress Government,

which came to power in the
state in December 2018.

“For us the entire
Rajasthan is like a family. For
this family, I want to make
seven resolutions as priorities
of this Budget,” Gehlot said.

These resolutions are
healthy Rajasthan, prosperous
farmers, welfare of women,
children and elderly, capable
labourers, youth-students, edu-
cation, water power and roads,
skills and technology, he
added.

Chief Minister Gehlot
who also holds finance portfo-
lio said the Central govern-
ment’s revenue has reduced
due to its wrong economic
policies and Rajasthan is also
suffering due to this.

He said that state’s share in
the central taxes has been

reduced by �10,362 crore.
Gehlot said the financial

condition of the states in the
federal system depends on the
policies and decisions of the
central government to a large
extent and noted that today
most economic indicators indi-
cate that the country’s eco-
nomic condition has 
derailed.

“We have made efforts to
make it an inclusive budget by

keeping in mind the
views and suggestions
of farmers, cattle rearers,
women, students, youth,
industrial and business
organisations and civil
society,” Gehlot said.

He said, it is impor-
tant to present the true
picture of the economic
situation of the country

before giving details of far-
reaching steps that are likely to
be taken in the coming year by
the state government to achieve
the overall development of the
state.

“The reason for mention-
ing the financial position of the
states in our federal system
depends on the policies and
decisions of the Centre to a
large extent. Today, most of the
indices of the country’s econ-

omy indicate that the country’s
economy is currently going
through a bad phase,” he said.

The World Bank, IMF and
ADB have slashed growth rate
projections. According to the
Economic Survey 2019-20
India’s GDP growth rate is
estimated to be 5 per cent, he
added.

The Chief Minister said
the Central Government rais-
es funds in many ways such as
by taking money from the
Reserve Bank, disinvesting in
Air India and Bharat Petroleum
Corporation Limited (BPCL),
reducing the stake in LIC
whereas the states have no
such option.  He said that
despite these challenges, we
have tried that the road to
development in this budget is
not obstructed. PTI

Jaipur: The Opposition BJP on
Thursday criticised the Budget
presented by the Congress-led
Rajasthan Government, saying
it was a ‘routine budget’ and an
“example of poor financial
management”.

The BJP also said the bud-
get failed to fulfil the expecta-
tions of the people of the state.   

Leader of Opposition in
Rajasthan Assembly, Gulab
Chand Kataria said the Ashok
Gehlot-led government has
burdened electricity consumers
with �12,000 crore annually by
increasing the power tariff. He
added that the state had come
into surplus in terms of revenue
receipts in the previous dis-
pensation led by the BJP.

“Power companies are
reeling under losses. They
have put an annual burden of
�12,000 crore on people by
increasing power tariff. There
is no relief to people in the
budget. We are not able to see
any development in the bud-
get,” Kataria said at a press con-
ference.

The Congress govern-
ment had recently announced
the power tariff hike of 11.21
per cent. 

Replying to a question on
decreasing state share in tax
collection from the Centre,
Kataria said the State share in
GST has increased concur-
rent with the income of the
Centre. 

He claimed the State
Government was earning
�21,000 crore through value-
added tax (VAT), the highest
in any state of the country,
and despite that there was no
word about development in
the budget.

Rajasthan BJP president
Satish Poonia said it was a rou-
tine Budget of the routine
government and did not fulfil
the expectations of the people
of the State. They will blame
the Centre and will also expect
from the Centre. It is an exam-
ple of their poor financial
management. The Budget does
not seem to be fulfilling the
expectation of the people of the
state.  PTI

����	 ���	��	 � !�!($�

ANagpur court on Thursday
granted bail to

Maharashtra’s former Chief
Minister and leader of the
Opposition in the State
Assembly Devendra Fadnavis
in a case seeking criminal pro-
ceedings against him non-dis-
closure of criminal cases reg-
istered against him in his 2014
election affidavit.

Fadnavis, who had been
granted exemption from per-
sonal appearance on four pre-
vious occasions, finally
appeared before Chief
Metropolitan Magistrate PS
Ingle amid tight security, and
sought bail in the
case.

After recording Fadnavis’
appearance before the court,
the CJM granted him bail on a
personal bond of �15,000.

Fadnavis had been given

last chance to appear before the
court on Thursday. While
granting bail to Fadnavis, the
CJM observed: “The presence
of the accused (Fadnavis) is
secured. The offences are bail-
able. There is no apprehension
of him absconding. Hence,
bail is granted”.

The court was hearing an
application filed by advocate
Satish Uke, seeking criminal
proceedings to be initiated
against Fadnavis for alleged
non-disclosure of criminal
cases registered against him in
his election affidavit in the 2014
Assembly elections.

The court, while granting
bail, directed Fadnavis to
remain present at the next
hearing and also as and when
directed by the court in the
matter. The court has sched-
uled the next hearing for March
30.

Earlier, advocate Satish Uke

opposed Fadnavis’ bail appli-
cation on grounds that he had
skipped earlier hearings on
various grounds and citing the
precedence of a similar case
concerning Delhi Chief
Minister Arvind
Kejriwal.

Uke had initially had
moved a magisterial court
which dismissed his complaint
against Fadnavis on September
7, 2015. Subsequently, he
moved a sessions court in
Nagpur which transferred the
matter to the magisterial court
for a “de novo” (afresh) con-
sideration.

Not happy with the
Sessions court’s order, Fadnavis
moved the Bombay High
Court, which on May 3, 2018
set it aside. 

Later, in its judgment on

October 1, 2019, the apex court
had set aside the Bombay High
Court order which gave a clean
chit to Fadnavis and held that
he did not deserve to be tried
for the alleged offence under
the Representation of the
People (RP) Act. 

The SC order had come on
an appeal filed by Uke, who
had challenged the high court’s
order.

In its October 1 2019 order,
the Supreme Court had direct-
ed that a magistrate’s court in
Nagpur district consider afresh
the complaint filed by Uke,
seeking criminal proceedings
to be initiated against Mr
Fadnavis under section 125-A
of the RP Act. 

The section 125-A of the
RP Act, which deals with the
penalty for “filing false affi-

davit”, says if a candidate or his
proposer fails to furnish or
gives false or conceals any
information in his nomination
paper on issues like pending
criminal cases, then the person
may be awarded six months jail
term or fine or both.

Early this week, the
Supreme Court reserved its
verdict on Fadnavis’ plea seek-
ing review of its 2019 judgment
asking the BJP leader to face
trial for allegedly failing to
furnish details of two pending
criminal cases against him in
his 2014 poll affidavit.

While representing
Fadnavis, senior advocate
Mukul Rohatgi had told a SC
bench headed by Justice Arun
Mishra that the issue would
have very far reaching conse-
quences for other candidates
fighting elections and the apex
court needed to re-examine its
October 1, 2019 order.
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Maharashtra Chief Minister
Uddhav Thackeray will

meet Prime Minister Narendra
Modi in New Delhi on Friday,
in what is being described by
the Shiv Sena as a ‘courtesy call’.

Though Uddhav had met
Modi briefly on December 6
during the latter’s visit to Pune
to attend a national conference
of directors general and inspec-
tors general of police, Friday’s
will be — for all practical pur-
poses — the first formal meet-
ing between the two leaders,
after the Shiv Sena snapped ties
with the BJP and formed a gov-
ernment in Maharashtra in
alliance with the NCP and
Congress November 28.

Confirming Uddhav’s
scheduled meeting with Modi

on Friday, Shiv Sena’s MP and
spokesperson Sanjay Raut-- in
a tweet posted on Thursday
evening — described the meet-
ing as “courtesy call”. He, 
however, declined to go into
further details relating to the
meeting.

Informed sources in the
Shiv Sena, meanwhile, said
that at Friday’s meeting,
Uddhav would press for release
of pending tax dues and also
seek financial assistance from
the Centre for the unseasonal
rains hit farmers in the 
State.

It may be recalled that in a
letter written  to Union Finance
Minister Nirmala Sitharaman
on December 11 last year,
Thackeray  had sought the
State’s  “legitimate dues” of
�15,558 crore from the Union
government by way of GST
compensation and tax devolu-
tion.

“The State is awaiting legit-

imate dues of �15,558.05 crore
from the Government of
India.... Timely release of GST
compensation and tax devolu-
tion amount will help my state
to manage the finances effi-
ciently, “ the Chief Minister had
written in his letter.  

At that time, the pending
dues comprised �6,946.29 crore
by way of tax devolution and
�8611.76 crore towards GST
compensation up to November
2019.

“As per the Union budget
2019-20, the tax devolution to
Maharashtra was �46,630.66
crore which is 11.15 per cent
more than �41,952.65 crore
received by the state during
2018-19. 

But, the state has received
only �20,254.92 crore till
October 2019 which is 25.53
per cent less compared to the
budget estimate of 2019-20,”
the Chief Minister had said in
his letter to Sitaraman.
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APune-based Special CBI
court has sentenced

Shaliwahan Solegaonkar, then
Branch Manager, Bank of
Maharashtra, Pune to 10 years’
rigorous imprisonment(RI) and
levied a fine of �24 lakh on him,
while it has awarded three years’
rigorous imprisonment to one
Rakesh Yadhav, a private person,
along with a fine of �10,000 on
him.

The CBI had registered a
case on June 28, 2018 on the
allegations that during the peri-
od 2009 to 2017, Solegaonkar,
a Branch Manager in 5 differ-
ent Branches of Bank of
Maharashtra at Pune,  had
allegedly entered into criminal
conspiracy with Jadhav and
other unknown persons and
both the accused fraudulently
misappropriated an approxi-
mate �2,56,15,998 from the
bank’s funds.

The modus operandi used
in the alleged crime was
Solegaonkar while working with
the bank in different capacities
—as Clerk, Dy. Manager at

Sahakar Nagar Branch, Dy.
Manager at Lavale & Lasurne
branches,Manager at Hadapsar
Industrial Estate and Talegaon
Dhamdhere branches—had
transferred various amounts
from Bank General Ledger
(BGL) account to a Savings
Account opened in the name of
Jadhav which was maintained at
Sahakar Nagar Branch of Bank
of Maharashtra at Pune.

Subsequently, Shaliwahan
Solegaonkar transferred the
said amounts from the account
of Jadhav to his own Savings
Bank Accounts maintained at
Vadgaon Budruk Branch and
Sahakarnagar Branch of Bank of
Maharashtra, respectively and
thereby allegedly misappropri-
ated a total amount of
�2,56,15,998, which was
entrusted to him as banker.

After investigation, the CBI
filed five charge sheets were filed
before the Special Judge, BI
Cases, Pune on December 20,
2018 and December 26, 2018
under sections 120-B of IPC r/w
409 and under Section 13(2) r/w
13(1)(d) of P.C. Act, 1988
against the two accused. 
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Aspecial court here on
Thursday  Sentenced a

man to 12 years of rigorous
imprisonment for raping a 12-
year-old mentally-challenged
girl.

Special judge S P Ponkshe
found the accused guilty of
offence committed under rel-
evant sections of the Indian
Penal Code and Protection of
Children from Sexual Offences
(POCSO) Act.

As per the minor victim’s
testimony, the incident took
place in November 2016 when
the accused worked as a sweep-
er at a housing society in
Mulund where she 
lived.

The accused forcefully took
the victim to the watchman’s
bathroom in the building’s
compound and raped her.

He then threatened her
with dire consequences if she
complained about the assault.

When the incident subse-
quently came to light, the
minor’s family lodged a com-
plaint with the police and an
FIR was registered. 

��� � !�Q$88$1!$-$1

Aspecial court here on
Thursday convicted a

man for raping his 14-year-
old daughter while the grand-
father, grandmother and
uncle of the victim were
acquitted due to lack of evi-
dence.

Protection of Children
from Sexual Offences
(POCSO) court judge Sanjiv
Kumar Tiwari has fixed
February 24 for quantum of
punishment in the case.

According to special
lawyer for POCSO Dinesh
Kumar Sharma, the mother
of the girl had filed a com-
plaint with the police alleging
that her husband raped the
daughter when she had gone
to her parents’ home on July
7, 2016.

The woman had also
alleged that her father-in-
law, mother-in-law and
brother-in-law supported the
accused and did not take any
step to prevent him to com-
mit rape on his daughter,
Sharma said.

Bareilly (UP): A law student was allegedly raped by a
lawyer and his accomplice inside his chamber in Uttar
Pradesh’s Bareilly district last week, police said on
Thursday.

The incident happened on February 15 in Bahedi
area of the district, Bahedi SHO Pankaj Pant said.

The woman, said to be around 21, had gone to the
chamber where the lawyer and his accomplice raped
her, the SHO added. An FIR has been registered on
Wednesday following a complaint by the victim’s moth-
er, he further said.  A manhunt is on for the accused
men who are absconding, Pant said. PTI
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Bhadohi (UP): A day after reg-
istration of an FIR against
local BJP MLA Ravindra Nath
Tripathi and six others, includ-
ing his three sons, for alleged-
ly raping a woman repeatedly
for a month in 2017, police
have beefed up the victim’s
security on her claims that she
was getting threats to her 
life.

“The woman alleged that
she was getting threats after
which her security has been
enhanced. She has been pro-
vided three constables,includ-
ing two women constables,
who will provide her round-

the-clock security,”
Superintendent of Police Ram
Badan Singh said.

The 40-year-old woman,
who is a widow, had lodged a
complaint with the police on
February 10, following which
an FIR was registered on
Wednesday, they said.

The woman alleged that
she was first raped by Tripathi’s
nephew Sandeep Tiwari, who
has also been named in the
FIR, in 2016. She said she did
not lodge a complaint back
then as Tiwari had promised to
marry her.

She also alleged that during

2017 Uttar Pradesh Assembly
polls, she was kept at a hotel for
a month by Tiwari. All the
seven accused would visit the
hotel and repeatedly rape her,
the officer said.

She also claimed that she
got pregnant and was forced to
undergo abortion, he 
added.

A probe in this regard was
handed over to Assistant
Superintendent of Police
Ravindra Verma. On the basis
of his report, an FIR was reg-
istered against the seven men
at the city police station, the SP
said. PTI
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With the telecom sector
reeling under severe

financial stress and Vodafone
Idea staring at bankruptcy in
case it is made to pay its adjust-
ed gross revenue (AGR) dues,
the Government is considering
options to stick to the Supreme
Court’s directive but with least
possible impact on the finan-
cials of the stressed operators.

According to people in the
know, the Government will
try to ensure that its action
regarding AGR dues takes care
of all the perspectives, firstly,
compliance with the Supreme
Court’s order, then, ensuring
minimum impact on the health
of the telcos along with mak-
ing sure that the consumers are
not impacted adversely.

The Government, among
other options, is considering to
set up a fund to facilitate oper-

ations of telcos post the pay-
ment of their AGR dues,
sources said.

According to sources in the
know, the dues which have to
be paid to the Department of
Telecommunications (DoT)
would have to be put in the
telecom fund, and can then be
lent to the companies 
at lower interest.

This will allow companies
to maintain their going concern
status and continue operations
without running to banks to
raise funds.

With the sector in trouble,
none of the banks would be
ready to lend to telcos, so the
fund would act as critical fund-
ing support. The telecom fund is
likely to help telcos manage
their cash flows and would be fis-
cally neutral for the Government.

The sources also said that
two other options are being
looked at — waiver of penalties

or staggered payments with
interest. The Prime Minister’s
Office (PMO) and the Law and
Finance Ministries would take
the final call.

The DoT has maintained
that it will execute the top
court’s directive and stick to the
spirit of the order.

In the last couple of days,
chiefs of telecom majors, Bharti
Airtel and Vodafone Idea have
met Government officials and
Ministers in a bid to get 
some relief.

On Wednesday, Mittal and
Vodafone Idea Chairman
Kumar Mangalam Birla met
Finance Minister Nirmala
Sitharaman to apprise her the
current stressed state of affairs
in the telecom sector due to
huge AGR payment and are
learnt to have sought relief for
sustenance. Both the telco boss-
es have also met Telecom
Secretary Anshu Prakash.
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Bharti Airtel chairman Sunil
Mittal on Thursday met

Telecom Minister Ravi Shankar
Prasad in the wake of the cur-
rent AGR payment to be made
by the telcos, saying he sug-
gested that for the overall
health of the industry, taxes
needed to be brought down.

Mittal, however, said the
issue of AGR payment per se
did not figure in the talks. The
discussion was on the overall
industry, he said.

“Adjusted Gross Revenue
has been an unprecedented
crisis for the telecom industry.
I made certain suggestions on
the overall health of the indus-
try. Industry has been heavily
taxed and taxes need to be

looked at. The issue of very low
revenues left in the kitty of the
industry needs to be addressed
and the AGR also need to be
dealt with”, he said after the
meeting with Prasad.

He said Airtel will make
the balance payment expedi-
tiously .”The demand for
reduction in taxation for the
telecom sector has been for a
long time. The regulator has
been supporting it”, he said in
response to a query if he has
sought any cut in levies.

Mittal met the minister
amid reports that said govern-
ment was looking at some
form of relief for the sector in
view of huge AGR dues to be
paid by telcos.

The telcos, particularly
Vodafone Idea, which is severe-

ly hit by the AGR payment, has
sought a bailout. The options
here before the government are
limited. There could be a cut in
licence fee and spectrum usage
charges, staggered payment of
AGR over long years with
interests, a waiver of interest
and penalties on AGR dues.

So far the Government has
neither stated nor indicated any
relief for the telcos. On
Wednesday, Mittal met Finance
Minister Nirmala Sitharaman
and sought sustainability for
telcos in the stressful times. He
had said Indian telecom indus-
try has been under stress for
the last three-and-a-half years
and the Government should
ensure sustainability of the
sector.

“The only thing

Government needs to do is to
focus on how to ensure sus-
tainability of the sector,” he said
after meeting the FM.

Airtel faces �35,500 crore
AGR dues. The company has
already announced its plans to
pay the dues that arose from
the Supreme Court ruling.

Earlier this week, Bharti
Airtel had paid �10,000 crore
to the telecom department as
part of its AGR dues. The
company plans to pay the bal-
ance amount before the next
date of Supreme Court’s hear-
ing which is on March 17.

Former Finance Secretary
Subhash Chandra Garg has
said in a blog that telecom cri-
sis is not limited to AGR and
that the problems are much
deeper.

New Delhi: The Department of
Telecom will bar telecom ven-
dors of those countries that
would disallow or exclude
Indian suppliers from providing
network gears used for wifi,
fixed line and cellular networks,
including 5G services, in their
respective local markets, accord-
ing to an official order.

The order is part of
Government’s Public
Procurement (Preference to
Make in India) order 2017 which

envisages to source domestical-
ly manufactured products to
encourage ‘Make in India’. 

“Any foreign Government
which is not allowing Indian sup-
pliers to participate and/or com-
pete in procurement of telecom
equipment, provision of clause
10 (d) of Public Procurement
(Preference to Make in India)
order 2017 be invoked in relation
to the aforesaid telecom items,”
the order sent by the DoT to all
Central Government depart-

ments and public sector units on
February 19 said.

This include wifi access
points, routers, optical fibre
cable, enterprise routers and
related technology, integrated
broadband systems, broadband
transmission equipments,
modems etc. Section 10 (d) of
the order states that if nodal min-
istry finds that Indian suppliers
of an item are not allowed to par-
ticipate or compete in procure-
ment by any foreign government

then it may restrict or exclude
bidders from that country from
eligibility for procurement of that
item and other items relating that
nodal ministry. 

The Department for
Promotion of Industry and
Internal Trade identifies DoT
as the nodal department for
implementing the provisions
related to procurement of
goods, services or works relat-
ed to the telecommunication
sector. PTI 

New Delhi: The telecom department will ver-
ify telcos’ claims of lesser AGR dues by ini-
tiating random ‘test checks’ before March 17,
sources said. The ‘test check’ will happen for
all telcom firms but will start with those claim-
ing they have already made full and final set-
tlement towards their statutory liabilities. The
exercise will help the department assess the
gap between telcos’ claim of what their
adjusted gross revenue (AGR) dues are and
its own estimates. PTI 

New Delhi: Vodafone Idea on Thursday
paid �1,000 crore to Department of
Telecom towards its AGR dues, official
sources said.

Earlier this week, the telecom com-
pany had paid �2,500 crore and had said
it would pay �1,000 crore more on week-
ends. But Friday is a holiday, so the com-
pany has made the payment on
Thursday, however, Vodafone Idea did
not comment on it.

The DoT seeks �53,000 crore AGR

payments from Vodafone Idea as it has
been hit maximum by the AGR dues
demand. On Wednesday, VIL chairman
KM Birla and his Airtel counterpart
Sunil Mittal individually met Finance
minister Nirmala Sitharaman and learnt
to have sought relief from the government.

While the Government has so far not
taken any decision on a bail out, Birla and
Mittal have also met Telecom secretary
Anshu Prakash to press for supporting
the industry for sustainability. IANS
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The rupee on Thursday
declined by 10 paise to

settle at a more than one-
month low of 71.64 against the
US dollar amid heavy selling in
domestic equities and strength-
ening of the American curren-
cy in the overseas market.

Forex traders said investor
sentiments remained fragile
amid coronavirus fears and
sustained foreign fund out-
flows. The death toll from the
coronavirus epidemic in China
has climbed to 2,118, while the
overall confirmed cases
increased to 74,576, Chinese
officials said on Thursday.

At the interbank foreign
exchange market, the local cur-
rency opened at 71.75. During
the day, it lost ground and
touched a low of 71.80 and final-
ly settled 10 paise lower at 71.64
against the US currency, a level
not seen since January 8. The

rupee had settled at 71.54 against
the US dollar on Tuesday. Forex
market was shut on February 19,
on account of Chhatrapati
Shivaji Maharaj Jayanti.

“Indian rupee recovered
early morning losses following
Asian peers. Foreign fund
inflows, dollar selling by state
owned banks and stable crude
oil prices also supported the
rupee,” said V K Sharma, Head
PCG and Capital Markets
Strategy, HDFC Securities.

Sharma added the near-
term bias for rupee is bearish
amid stronger dollar vis-a-vis
major trading currencies. On a
weekly basis, the rupee lost 33
paise. “Despite a lackluster
week, we saw an appreciation
in USD/INR spot tracking
some uncertainty over coron-
avirus along with sharp surge
in dollar index and crude oil
prices,” said Rahul Gupta, Head
of Research- Currency, Emkay
Global Financial Services.
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The Ministry of New and
Renewable Energy has pro-

posed a draft policy for the sup-
ply of round-the-clock (RTC)
power to distributors through
a mix of renewable energy and
electricity generated in coal-
based plants.

Addressing the issues of
intermittency, limited hours
of supply and low capacity
utilisation of transmission
infrastructure, the draft policy
provides for reverse bundling,
wherein high-cost thermal
power is being allowed to be
bundled with cheaper renew-
able energy.

Accordingly, a power gen-
erating firm will have to sup-
ply electricity such that at least
51 per cent of the annual ener-
gy supplied corresponds to
renewable energy and the bal-
ance is drawn from thermal
sources.

The generator will supply
RE power complemented with
thermal power, in RTC man-

ner, keeping at least 80 per cent
availability on an annual basis,
the draft said.

“The main objective of the
scheme is to provide RTC power
to the discoms through
bundling of RE power with
thermal power and to scale up
renewable capacity additions. It
will also facilitate fulfilment of
renewable purchase obligation
(RPO) requirement of the oblig-
ated entities,” the ministry said
inviting comments from stake-
holders on the new policy.

While India is committed
to installing 175 GW of renew-
able energy (RE) sources by
2022 and 450 GW by 2030,
intermittent power generated
through such sources and its
implication on the grid safety
has been a concern. Parallelly,
there is around 26 GW of
stranded thermal power assets
lying unutilised which can pro-
vide firm power to the grid.

To bridge the gap, the
MNRE has come out with the
draft RE-based round the clock
(RTC) power. 

New Delhi: Union Minister
Hardeep Singh Puri on
Thursday said the ministry of
housing and urban affairs
(MoHUA) will soon come out
with a rental policy.

The policy would help alle-
viate housing shortage in urban
areas by encouraging renting of
homes as millions of houses lie
vacant across the country.

“Very soon you will see a
rental policy out,” he said here
at a function. The Minister said
that a lot of people do not want
to give their properties on rent
because they think that “if you
have a weak legal system, you
might not get your property
back”. He expressed hope that
the new policy will overcome
this concern. “You have got the
template etc (of the policy).
States can tweak it to the extent
they like. You will have a situ-
ation where large amounts of
residential accommodation
which is not being utilised will
then be released into the mar-
ket,” the Minister said. PTI  
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New Delhi: Mean download
speeds on fixed broadband net-
work in India slipped to 38.84
megabit per second (Mbps), but
the the same on mobile network
improved slightly to 11.58 Mbps
in January, a report released by
Ookla said on Thursday.

“India’s performance in
mean download speeds on
fixed broadband has gone
down from 40.11 Mbps in
December 2019 to 38.84 in
January 2020. Mean download
speeds on mobile broadband
have gone up from 11.46 Mbps
to 11.58 Mbps in January 2020,”

the broadband speed analysis
firm said in its report.

The index placed UAE on
first position for mobile broad-
band speed with a mean down-
load speed of 87.01 Mbps.
Singapore still holds the top
spot for fixed broadband speed
with a significant increase in
mean download speeds at
202.21 Mbps. Ookla’s Speedtest
Global Index compares inter-
net speed data from round the
world each month, and the data
for same comes from tests
taken by people using Speedtest
application. PTI 
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Mumbai: Economic activity
remains weak and high fre-
quency indicators do not point
to “bottoming out” of the
downturn, the RBI Monetary
Policy Committee noted while
keeping the key interest rate
unchanged earlier this month.

According to the minutes
of the MPC released by the
central bank on Thursday,
member and RBI Deputy
Governor Michael Debabrata
Patra observed that economic

activity remains weak.
“... There are indications of

the momentum of growth sta-
bilising, with sector-specific
upticks underlying this guarded
optimism, but they are far from
gaining economy-wide traction.
In some sectors, the slowdown
is deep, and activity is stalled by
sizable slack in demand. 

“High frequency indica-
tors are not offering definitive
evidence yet that the downturn
is bottoming out,” he said dur-

ing the meeting of the MPC
that concluded on February 6.

RBI Governor Shaktikanta
Das, who heads the six-member
panel, said “some green shoots
are, however, visible”.  India’s eco-
nomic growth is estimated to
have slowed down to 11-year low
of 5 per cent during the current
financial year ending March
2020. High frequency indicators
like automobile sales and capital
goods output are moderating
since last several months. PTI
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The Central Government has released �19,950
crore as GST compensation to states, taking

the total amount released to them to over 
�1.2 lakh crore.

In a statement, the finance ministry said
�19,950 crore was released to states and union
territories on last Monday.

When the Goods and Services Tax (GST)

came into force in July 2017, states, which lost
powers to levy taxes such as VAT, were guar-
anteed to be compensated for any loss of rev-
enue in the first five years of GST implementa-
tion. This compensation was to come out of a
pool that is to be created by levy of cess on cer-
tain sin and luxury goods over and above the
GST tax rate. The shortfall is calculated assum-
ing a 14 per cent annual growth in GST collec-
tions by states over the base year of 2015-16.
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Afirst innings total in the range of 320 on
a bouncy Basin Reserve track is what

India vice-captain Ajinkya Rahane is aiming
for despite calling New Zealand the favourites
going into the first Test starting here on
Friday.

“I think New Zealand are favourites in
their home conditions. But I still feel the host
country remains favourite because they know
what to bowl and batsman are aware of what
shots to play.

“As a unit we need to learn and adapt
quickly as New Zealand grounds have differ-
ent angles,” Rahane said on a cautious note
on the eve of the Test match.

But the 2014 win at Lord’s or the 2018 vic-
tory in Adelaide had come with modest first
innings scores of under 300 (295 at Lord’s and
250 at Adelaide), a template that can be exe-
cuted in Wellington also, feels the stylish
Mumbaikar.

“When you bat first, your mindset is
always positive, not saying that it’s not when
you bowl first. If you get 320 to 330 outside
India in first innings, it’s a very good total. 
“All the matches if you see we won (in
England and Australia), we got around 320
to 350 runs on the board in the first innings,”
said Rahane.

While 320 may not  be a big score but
Rahane’s confidence stems from the fact that
India’s world class pace attack, which has
shown ability to pick 20 wickets in overseas
conditions.

“We know that our bowlers can take wick-
ets in any condition but suppose you lose the
toss and have to bat first, you should know
that you are in right kind of mindset to actu-
ally go out there and tackle those situations.

“Keeping mindset right in seaming con-
ditions even if you lose the toss is really
important. Same goes to bowlers who should
keep their mindset right on flat wickets. They
should actually have the belief to take 20 wick-
ets on flat tracks,” said the veteran of 63 Tests.

While he called the home team the
favourites but Rahane and his teammates are
enjoying the phase where the current batch
under Virat Kohli is expected to win Test
series outside sub-continent following their
historic triumph in Australia last year.

“There is no awe about conditions any-
more. Every condition is home condition for
us.  Irrespective of victory or defeat, expec-
tation is bound to be there.  As a team, we
want to enjoy this phase where people feel that
we are favourites wherever we go,” the con-
fident deputy of Kohli said.
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India’s battle-hardened cricketers are
ready for their toughest challenge of
the World Test Championship till

date as they face formidable hosts New
Zealand on a spicy Basin Reserve track
in the series-opener beginning here
today.

Virat Kohli’s top-ranked team, with
360 points in its kitty, is certainly the
favourite on paper but
the Black Caps under
Kane Williamson are
experts at wearing down
opposition with their
patience on pitches which
turn flat as the game progresses.

The last time New Zealand lost a
series at home was back in March 2017
and since then have won five (10 Tests)
in familiar conditions.

For New Zealand, it is time to pick
up pieces after their 0-3 drubbing in
Australia while the current Indian team
would love to reassert that they are the
best when it comes to winning in
adverse conditions like they did in
Australia last year.

The open Basin Reserve ground has
always been challenging for both bats-
men and bowlers due to cross winds.

And the new opening pair of Prithvi
Shaw and Mayank Agarwal will have its
task cut out against a top class seam
attack comprising Trent Boult, Tim
Southee, and Kyle Jamieson, who in all
likelihood will make his debut.

However, the absence of left arm
speedster Neil Wagner, who could have
created awkward angles with his short
balls, will provide some respite for the
Indian middle-order. Wagner is on a
break to welcome his first child.

New Zealand named their 12 on the
day and it will be a choice between
seamer all-rounder Daryl Mitchell or
slow left-arm orthodox Ajaz Patel.

In an open ground with overcast
conditions expected, captain Kohli will
not mind winning the toss and unleash
Jasprit Bumrah, Ishant Sharma and
Mohammed Shami on the home team.

Even Kohli admitted that his men
would need to have tons of patience
once the track eases out as Williamson’s
team is known to the play waiting game.

“It doesn’t matter how much

patience opposition has, we have to
show more patience. We can’t really
prepare in a manner where New
Zealand show more patience and put
pressure on us,” skipper Kohli made his
intentions clear during a media inter-
action.

While New Zealand are expected to
go with four frontline pacers and may
be a fifth seamer in all-rounder Colin
de Grandhomme, the Indian team
management might be tempted to try
out Ravichandran Ashwin, who pure-
ly as a spinner, has more variety com-
pared to left-arm orthodox of Ravindra
Jadeja.

The wind factor in Wellington is an
issue that captains need to deal with
and Kohli is no different as he will have
to judiciously choose ends for his
bowlers.

“If breeze is blowing across the
ground, who is more effective with
inswinger or outswingers, these things
you think as a captain,” said Kohli.

The return of Trent Boult for New
Zealand and Ishant for India, from their
respective injuries will certainly bolster
both the sides.

For India, Cheteshwar Pujara, Kohli
and Ajinkya Rahane will have to be the
foil around Shaw, Agarwal and Vihari
with their techniques being tested.

“As a batsman, you need to think that
ball might not travel in the air a lot more
when you are hitting against the wind. So
you need to be prepared to run a lot more
which we experienced last time and if you
have a light bat, you are in trouble.

“You need to be firm with your stance
and where your bat is as it can really
swing around,” added Kohli, who is
India’s best batsman by a mile.

TEAMS
India (First 12): Virat Kohli (captain),
Mayank Agarwal, Prithvi Shaw,
Cheteshwar Pujara, Ajnkya Rahane,
Hanuma Vihari, Wriddhiman Saha (wk),
Ishant Sharma, Mohammed Shami,
Jasprit Bumrah, Ravichandran Ashwin,
Ravindra Jadeja.
New Zealand (12): Kane Williamson (c),
Tom Blundell, Trent Boult, Colin de
Grandhomme,  Kyle Jamieson, Tom
Latham, Daryl Mitchell, Henry Nicholls,
Ajaz Patel, Tim Southee, Ross Taylor, BJ
Watling.
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London Olympics bronze medallist
Saina Nehwal secured a straight

game win over Ukraine’s Maria Ulitina
to storm into the women’s singles
quarterfinals of the USD 170,000
Barcelona Spain Masters here on
Thursday.

Saina, who is facing a race against
time to qualify for her fourth
Olympics, brushed aside Maria 21-10

,21-19 in the second round to set up
a last-eight clash with Thailand’s
third seed Busanan
Ongbamrungphan, who has beaten
the Indian twice in the last two
encounters.

Sameer Verma also made it to the
last eight with a hard-fought 21-14,
16-21, 21-15 win over Germany’s
Kai Schaefer. He will face either
Thailand's Kunlavut Vitidsarn or
Ireland's Nhat Nguyen in the men's
singles quarterfinals.

However, former world No 1
Kidambi Srikanth’s wretched run con-
tinued as he went down 6-21, 17-21
to fellow Indian Ajay Jayaram, dash-
ing his hopes of qualifying for the
Tokyo Games.

Srikanth, who had lost in the first
round in Malaysia, Indonesia and
Thailand, desperately needs to win a
tournament or make it to the quarters
and semifinals consistently to quali-
fy for the Olympics.

N Sikki Reddy also endured a dif-
ficult day as she lost both the mixed
doubles and women’s doubles to bow
out of the competition.

Sikki and her women’s doubles
pair of Ashwini Ponnappa, who is
coming back from an injury, lost 18-
21, 14-21 to Bulgaria’s Gabriela Stoeva
and Stefani Stoeva, seeded third.

In the mixed doubles, Sikki and
Pranaav Jerry Chopra went down
fighting 16-21, 21-17, 11-21 to top
seeded Malaysian pair of Goh Soon
Huat and Lai Shevon Jemie.
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Anustup Majumdar’s gritty
century rescued Bengal

from a hopeless 46 for five in
a dramatic turnaround for
them on the opening day of
their Ranji Trophy quarterfi-
nal against Odisha here on
Thursday.

At stumps, Bengal were
308 for six.

Put in by a pace-heavy
Odisha, Bengal found them-
selves in all sorts of trouble in
the first session.

Suryakant Pradhan (2/96),
Preet Singh Chohan (2/52)
and Basant Mohanty (1/48)
used the early moisture to
advantage and blew away the
Bengal top order.

But old warhorse
Majumdar, playing in his sixth
match of the season, led a
turnaround with an unbeaten
136 (20 fours), a composed
innings that came under
tremendous pressure.

Majumdar, who will turn
36 next month, had scored 99
in a similar situation in their
rain-affected drawn encounter
against Delhi earlier this sea-
son.

Rookie al l-rounder
Shahbaz Ahmed also showed
a lot of maturity at No. 7, the
left-hander slamming an
unbeaten 82 to help Bengal
take control in a fruitful final
session

K’TAKA IN TROUBLE

�	�� Karnataka were wob-
bling at 14 for 2 at stumps

after only six overs
were possible due to

bad light on the
opening day against
Jammu and
Kashmir.

Overcast skies
meant the light alternated

between poor to border-line
for most part of
the day.

Play started
after tea and only

six overs were possible during
which Karnataka struggled
against Jammu and Kashmir
new ball pair of Aquib Nabi
(1/6) and Mujtaba Yousuf
(1/5).

Karnataka lost both their
openers --  Ravikumar
Samarth (5) and Devdutt
Padikkal (2).

At the close of play, skip-
per Karun Nair was batting on
four in the company of
Krishnamurthy Siddharth,
who is yet to open his account.

PATEL SCORES HUNDRED
�	��	
��Skipper Parthiv Patel
led from the front with his 27th
first-class century and helped
Gujarat reach 330 for four
against Goa. 
The left-handed batsman
scored an unbeaten 118 off 156
balls at the Sardar Patel
Stadium, hitting 15 boundaries
off the Goa bowlers.

In the process, Patel also
completed 11,000 first-class
runs.

For Goa, Verma was the
pick of the bowlers, while
Darshan Misal and Vijesh
Prabhudesai (1-60) took a
wicket each.

This is Patel’s second hun-
dred in Ranji knock-outs, the
first being against Mumbai in
the 2016-17 final.

SAURASHTRA POST 226/6
�� ����� Fighting half-cen-
turies by Vishvarajsingh Jadeja
(73, 179 balls, 10 fours), Chirag
Jani (53, 128 balls, 5 fours) and
Sheldon Jackson (50) helped
Saurashtra make 226 for 6 in
79 overs against Andhra. 

For the home team, left-
arm medium-pacer Yarra
Prithvi Raj was impressive,
picking up three wickets in 20
overs conceding 51 runs. K V
Sashikanth picked up two
wickets.

A lot will now depend on
Jani and the lower-order
including captain Jaydev
Unadkat if Saurashtra has to
post a fighting total in the last-
eight match.
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Hosts India would look to contin-
ue their fine form when they

take on title holders Australia in
their next FIH Pro League tie here
on Friday.

India have made an excellent
start to their maiden FIH Hockey
Pro League season and are current-
ly sitting third in the table with eight
points from four games.

The Manpreet Singh-led side
claimed five points from a possible
six against the Netherlands before
claiming another three in a stunning
2-1 victory over Belgium, the reign-
ing World and European champions.
The Red Lions bounced back with
a 3-2 win in the second match.

Few would dispute that India,
coached by former Australian inter-
national Graham Reid and cap-
tained by newly crowned FIH Men’s
Player of the Year Manpreet, are
playing their best hockey in recent
years.

It would also be India’s penulti-
mate home tie at the Kalinga
Stadium here before they embark on
a series of away games. But past
records and statistics don't look
promising for the hosts as Australia
have an outstanding recent record
against India.

The world no.2 Kookaburras
have won 22 of their last 30 meet-
ings against world no.4 India and
have not faced a defeat since a 2016
Test match in Bendigo, Australia,
when VR Raghunath scored twice in

a 3-2 win.
Australia, managed by Colin

Batch, who was recently named
2019 Men's FIH Coach of
the Year, also have an
imperious record at the
Kalinga Stadium, a venue
where they have not suf-
fered a defeat in regular time since
a semi-final loss at the hands of
Germany at the Hero Champions
Trophy in 2014.

The Australians were unbeaten
in all six matches on the way to
claiming the title at the 2017 Hockey

World League Final, and won five of
their six matches at the Odisha
Hockey Men's World Cup 2018, with

only the
Netherlands get-
ting the better of
them in a semi-
final shoot-out

after the regular time finished 2-2.
The Kookaburras will be in a

confident mood coming into the tie
after their recent performances
against Great Britain in the FIH Pro
League, where they claimed five
points out of six.
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The Indian women’s cricket team
will be aiming for much need-

ed consistency when it opens its bid
for an elusive ICC trophy with the
T20 World Cup opener against
defending champions Australia
here on today.

Inconsistency
has plagued India
for a long time and
a classic example
was their perfor-
mance in the recently held tri-series
in Australia where they reached the
final.

They won and lost a game
against the more accomplished
England and Australia  before los-
ing to the mighty hosts, who have
won the T20 World Cup a record
four times out of the six editions
held so far.

India’ middle and lower-order
needs to do a lot better than what
it has been doing  to beat the likes
of Australia and England in the
knock-out stages, something that
has been been acknowledged star

opener Smriti Mandhana.
The team needs to ensure that

the frequent middle-order collaps-
es are not repeated in the showpiece
event.

The southpaw and 16-year-
old Shafali Verma will have to get
India off to a flying start more often
than not in the competition.

Expectations are
high from skipper
Harmanpreet Kaur, who
too has suffered from
inconsistency and would

like to correct that, beginning with
the opener against Australia.

It remains to be seen if the
other 16-year-old in the squad,
Richa Ghosh, gets to play regular-
ly as she made her international
debut only in the final of the tri-
series.

In the bowling department,
they have heavily relied on spinners
with not many quality pacers to
choose from.

Shikha Pandey, who is often the
lone pacer in the playing eleven full
of spinners, has the crucial task of
providing early breakthroughs.

The squad is expected to reach
the last four as it had two years ago
but the growing women’s game in
India will get a further fillip only if
they go all the way.

Long gone are the days when
women cricketers were a neglect-
ed lot and have all the facilities at
their disposal.

They take on Australia, who
could not have asked for a better
build-up to the tournament than
winning the preceding tri-series.

However, they suffered a big
blow on the eve of the tournament
opener as their lead pacer Tayla
Vlaeminck, who had troubled the
Indian batters in the tri-series with
extra pace, was ruled out of the
competition due to a foot injury.
Off-spinner Molly Strano was
named her replacement.
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������ ����New Zealand captain Kane
Williamson is not a fan of the points sys-
tem used for the World Test
Championship where a team gets a max-
imum of 120 points irrespective of the
length of the series.

As per points system, the value for
each Test match win in the upcoming
two-match series is 60 points per game.

However if it’s an Ashes series, the
value of a Test match win is reduced to
24 as there are five matches.

“It’s an interesting one. I guess
there’s an element to it that isn’t fair. But
I guess there is an effort in bringing con-
text to Test cricket which wasn’t there. So

I mean the World Test Championship is
a step in the right direction.

“It’s not perfect but I guess after the
first year or two of it, there’ll always be
efforts to continue to make it a better
product,” Williamson was guarded in his
criticism.

But he did mention that points dis-
tribution system needs to have a relook.

“It is a step in the right direction but
there are so many parts to it that some
teams playing five, some teams playing
two, the difference in countries, there is
just heaps of different parts to it that don’t
quite make the points of equal measure,”
said the Kiwi skipper.

“But we have all signed up for it and
we are all keen to see how it unfolds and
I’m sure it’ll develop over time,” he said.

Williamson’s sentiment was also
echoed by one of his senior teammates
Ross Taylor, who was also critical of the
points system.

“There are probably still a few
teething issues to go with the points sys-
tem but it has brought context to crick-
et which is probably what ICC were after.
Is it the ideal situation at the moment?
Probably not. But it’s a lot better now than
it was before when we had nothing,”
Taylor had said during his interaction
earlier this week. PTI
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On a fruitful day for India in
women’s competition of Asian
Wrestling Championship at

Indira Gandhi stadium here on
Thursday, three female wrestlers
— Pinki Rani (55 kg), Sarita
Mor (59 kg) and Divya Kakran
(68 kg) won Gold medals in the
freestyle event. While Nirmala
Devi (50kg) settles for Silver in the
50kg category after losing final against
Japan’s Migo Igarashi.

2018 Commonwealth and Asian
Games Bronze medallist Divya was
the star performer for the hosts on
the opening day of freestyle event
as she produced a strong perfor-
mance by winning all her bouts,
including against reigning junior
world champion Naruha
Matsuyuki in the fourth round.

She started the day by routing
Kazakhstan’s Albina Kairgelinova and
then knocked out Mongolia’s Delgermaa
Enkkhsaikhan.

In the third round, against
Uzbekistan’s Azoda Esbergenova, she led
4-0 with consecutive rolls and then

pinned her opponent to finish it off
in just 27 seconds.

Against the Japanese junior
world champion, with her strong

left-leg attacks, Divya led 4-0
with a takedown and an
expose move.

The Japanese made a
solid start in the second
period as she attacked the
Indian’s left leg initially but

scored points with a right leg
move to make it 4-4.

The Japanese almost pinned
her but Divya wriggled out of
the difficult position. She soon
effected a move which led to
her victory by fall.

“I had to win by fall to get
five points from all my bouts

because the Japanese was winning
all her bouts by big margins, so I

took a risk for big wins. My coach
had said that I don’t have to go for
big throws all the time, but I went for
it,” said Divya.

“It did become tricky after I led 4-
0 (in final). I was not in a great posi-
tion (Naruha’s lock) and it could have
been very dangerous. But I took a risk

and it paid off by God’s grace.”
Asked if the absence of Chinese

wrestler helped, she replied in the affir-
mative.

“Yes, it did benefit. But if you have a
five-wrestler group it becomes even

tougher, you have to fight everyone and
win big. I won 4 bouts within 2 hours. It
was tough on the body but the good thing
is I have improved on my range, I made
all kinds of attacks, Irani, Kheme, single-
led, double leg attacks.”

Sarita, competing in her first Asian
event since winning a Silver in 2017 in
58kg, won her first two bouts by techni-
cal superiority against Madina
Bakbergenova (Kazakhstan) and Nazira
MarsbekKyzy (Kyrgyzstan) before win-
ning 10-3 against Japan’s Yuumi Kon.

She edged out Mongolia’s Battseteg
Atlantsetseg 3-2 in the final. Sarita man-
aged a push-out point to win her first Gold
at this event after the scores were tied.

Pinki, competing at senior Asian for
the first time, began by beating
Uzbekistan’s Shokida Akhmedova by fall
but lost the next bout to Japan’s Kana
Higashikawa.

She won her semifinal against
Marina Zuyeva 6-0 and beat Mongolia’s
Dulguun Bolormaa 2-1 to grab the
Gold. All the points scored in the final
were on passivity.

“I was a bit careful because I had
injured my elbow. I did not want to aggra-
vate since important events are lined up,”
said Pinki.

Nirmala beat Mongolia’s Munkhnar
Byambasuren 6-4 and Uzbeskitan’s
Dauletbike Yakhshimuratova by techni-
cal superiority but lost the final 2-3 to
Japan’s Miho Igarashi. 
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SHARATH ENTER MEN'S & MIXED DOUBLES Q/F
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Jose Mourinho fears his side’s season
is running out of gas after an injury-

hit Spurs slumped to a 1-0 defeat at
home to RB Leipzig in the first leg of
their Champions League last 16 tie.

Spurs could be without the talis-
manic duo of Harry Kane and Son
Heung-min for the rest of the season
through injury and looked toothless
against the Bundesliga contenders.

“We are in a very difficult situation,”
said Mourinho. “What worries me is
this is going to be the situation until the
end of the season.”

Tottenham captain Hugo Lloris
kept his side in the tie with a string of
important saves, but he could not pre-
vent Timo Werner from the penalty
spot as the German international’s 26th
goal of the season gave Leipzig a lead
to defend on home soil on March 10.

“Over the 90 minutes we deserved

the win and could have won by
more,” said Leipzig boss Julian
Nagelsmann.

“It’s only the first game today. You
have to perform at the same level in
both games.”

	!���!�2$.

Atalanta coach Gian
Piero Gasperini

hailed a performance
his club will “remember
forever” after the Italian
side crushed Valencia
4-1 on Wednesday to
take a giant step closer to reach-
ing the Champions League quar-
ter-finals for the first time.

Dutch wing-back Hans
Hateboer scored twice on 16 and
62 minutes, sandwiching goals
from Josip Ilicic and Remo
Freuler.

“This is an evening that we’ll
remember forever,” said
Gasperini. “It’s an amazing
result, full of emotion.”

It was an extraordinary
night for the side from Bergamo
who travelled to the San Siro

with over 40,000 of their fans as
their home stadium 55km away
does not meet UEFA regula-
tions. Denis Cheryshev pulled
one back for Valencia in the first

leg of the last-16 tie at the San
Siro, the same stadium where the
Spanish side lost the 2001 final
to Bayern Munich on penalties.

Valencia, seventh in La Liga,

had finished top of their group
after away wins over Ajax and
Chelsea but were missing sever-
al key players through injury and
suspension.

“It certainly complicates
things a bit, it’s a pretty over-
whelming result, this 4-1,” said
Valencia coach Albert Celades.

“In the end it doesn’t reflect
much what we saw on the pitch.”

Atalanta’s run comes despite
losing their opening three
Champions League group
games, before finishing second
behind Manchester City.

“Three goals ahead is a nice
reward,” added Gasperini. “But
there were a lot of dangerous sit-
uations, these are things we’ll
need to improve in Valencia.

“We are satisfied with this
victory and above all with this
advantage.

����
����	�����	��
��������,�6���
+�'
��� ���������������"���
	�����!	�������(		��
�	�	'	����(�������������

���������
�����	����
���������	����"��2!�
�	������������������	�
�
���	��������
��)�������������

� " #

,	
�
�	
�$�
!����������
	��
�	���7+�, ��
�$�����>�
�����?D�����	�����&��	��!� ,"

$�������+�����������7
����&�
���
���
+ &��"��������	�(������

 ����3������������
	���
�	��������������� >��$E��
�$��������
��
�
���	� �		���
�� ,"


