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As the world gears up to
tackle the deadly coron-

avirus outbreak, as many as 11
people — seven in Kerala, two
in Mumbai and one each
Bengaluru in Hyderabad — are
under observation in hospitals
to check for possible exposure
to the deadly virus, which
originated in China. The sus-
pects are among hundreds of
passengers who recently
returned from China.

Officials in Kerala said
another 73 people are being
kept under medical surveil-
lance at their homes in the
State. Over 20,000 passengers
returning from mainland
China and Hong Kong under-
went thermal screenings at the
seven international airports of
Delhi, Mumbai, Kolkata,
Chennai, Bengaluru,
Hyderabad and Cochin.

In Mumbai, two Indian
students, who returned from
Wuhan, China, has been kept
under observation for sus-
pected infection of coro-
novirus. Also, on the basis of
the details provided by the
Indian Embassy in China,
around 25 students who have
returned to India recently from
Wuhan are being closely mon-
itored, the official said. Their
details have been shared with
district-level officers and they
are being monitored closely for
any symptoms.

In neighbouring Nepal, a
student who  came back from
the same Chinese city  has been
found infected with the fast-

spreading disease, sending
panic across the globe.  

India is on high alert and
sources in the Union Health
Ministry said the country may
soon start screening all fliers
from Nepal and Bhutan and
those who travelled by road. 

In Delhi, AIIMS too has set
up an isolation ward and kept
beds ready for providing treat-
ment to any suspected case of
coronavirus infection.

AIIMS director Randeep
Guleria said, “We have an iso-

lation ward and we have beds
kept ready for providing care
and treatment for suspected
coronavirus cases in Delhi or
elsewhere in India. All precau-
tionary measures — in terms of
personal protection equipment
for healthcare workers to pre-
vent the spread of the disease
while treating infected patients
— are in place.” 

Guleria said hospital pre-
paredness with regard to man-
agement and infection pre-
vention control facilities has

been also reviewed. “If need be,
we have the capacity to increase
our isolation ward facilities
and provide treatment to such
patients,” he added.

In Mumbai,
Brihanmumbai Municipal
Corporation (BMC) has creat-
ed an isolation ward at the
Kasturba hospital.  “The isola-
tion ward has been created for
diagnosis and treatment of
persons suspected to have the
virus infection,” said Dr
Padmaja Keskar, executive

health officer of the BMC.
Keskar said the two per-

sons under observation at the
hospital have mild cough and
exhibited cold-related symp-
toms.  Doctors at the airport
have been asked to send trav-
ellers returning from China to
the isolation ward if they show
any symptoms of the virus.

“All private doctors in the
city have been asked to alert us
if they observe symptoms of
coronavirus in any person who
has returned from China,” she
added. According to Kasturba
Hospital sources, they have
received detailed instructions
from the Maharashtra
Government about how to deal
with coronavirus infection.

As on January, 24, 2020,
nearly 20,844 passengers from
96 flights have been screened
for the virus symptoms while
health advisory has been
extended to 12 more airports-
Ahmadabad, Amritsar,
Coimbatore, Guwahati, Gaya,
Jaipur, Bagdogra, Lucknow,
Trivandrum, Trichy, Varanasi
and Vizag in addition to the
current seven, Delhi, Mumbai,
Kolkata, Chennai, Bengaluru,
Hyderabad and Cochin.

The World Health
Organisation (WHO) had
already alerted Nepal about the
possible risk of the spread of
the virus. “Coronavirus is
responsible for the outbreak of
pneumonia in Wuhan, so the
movement of people between
Nepal and China could spread
the deadly virus to Nepal,”
said the WHO recently. 

Continued on Page 4
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To give a major fillip to
road constructions across

the country, the Centre on
Friday set a target of building
40 km of national highways
(NH) every day under new
projects, expansions, doubling
and renovations. 

Taking stock of the ongo-
ing �3 lakh crore projects,
Road Transport & Highways
Minister Nitin Gadkari said he
will hold a review meeting on
the first and third Mondays of
every month to ensure timely
completion at various legs.

The target for highway
building in the current finan-
cial year (2019-20) is 12,000
km, which is higher than the
10,800 km achieved in the
2018-19 fiscal. Till December
31, 2019, road construction
stood at 24-25 km/day, which
came down from 32 km/day
because of extended rains. 

A senior Road Ministry
official explained that by the
end of this fiscal, construction
will cross 35 km/day because
the work is at peak from
November to mid-June and it
dips from June to November
because of weather conditions. 

NH construction averaged

about 12km/day in 2014-15
and had a quantum jump to
30km/day in 2018-19.
According to the Ministry, as of
March 2019, India had about
1,42,126 kilometres of NH. 

To deal with the timely
construction of projects,
Gadkari has directed all chief
engineers in the Road Ministry
and all members of Central
road making agency NHAI to
organise two “Review
Mondays” every month.
Technology and video-confer-
encing will be the means for
review and monitoring. 

“Delay in completion of
projects invariably leads to
cost escalation. Hence, we need
to focus on review and moni-
toring to keep the construction
under check in addition to
timely delivery of projects,”
said Gadkari after the two-day
long marathon meeting at
Manesar near Gurugram. 

About 740 national high-
way projects of 16 States were
reviewed where Gadkari
instructed to start performance
audit of officers and fix respon-

sibility for delays.
Minister of State for Road

Transport and Highways
General (Retd) VK Singh and
officials of the Ministry and
stakeholders were present in
the meeting. 

“The review was done
State-wise. All senior officials
of the Ministry, NHAI, State
Governments, contractors,
concessionaires, and consul-
tants attended the meeting.
Every ongoing project was
reviewed with a 360-degree
view from all stakeholders.
The meeting led to identifica-
tion of issues and way forward
with clear timelines for most of
the delayed projects,” said a
NHAI official present in the
meeting. 

Delay in land acquisition
and impediment in regulatory
clearances such as for quarry-
ing, etc, as well as lack of coor-
dination and communication
between and within
Government agencies emerged
as main roadblocks in com-
pletion of road projects. 

Continued on Page 4
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Advocate AP Singh, appear-
ing for the three of the four

death-row convicts — Akshay
Singh and Pawan Gupta and
Vinay Kumar — in the 2012
Nirbhaya gangrape and murder
case on Friday moved a Delhi
court alleging that the Tihar jail
authorities are not handing
over documents and this is
causing delay in filing their
mercy and curative petitions.

Singh moved an application
alleging that the jail authorities
are yet to give the documents
which are required to file the
mercy petition for Vinay (26)
and curative petitions for
Akshay (31) and Pawan (25).
The plea is likely to be taken up
for hearing on Saturday. The
apex court recently dismissed
the curative petitions of other
two convicts — Vinay and
Mukesh Singh (32).

Mukesh's mercy petition
was rejected by the President
earlier this month. The hang-
ing of all four is to take place
on February 1 at 6 am, accord-

ing to the fresh death warrant.
In his petition, the lawyer

said he had expressed "an
urgent will to file a mercy
petition before the relevant
authorities and undertook sev-
eral steps to obtain relevant
information to file it".

He said Vinay wanted to
attach his personal diary con-
taining 70 pages with the mercy
petition and had asked the jail
authorities to provide the same.
However, the diary is yet to be
provided and because of this
the plea could not be filed, he
said. The counsel said he had
also sought some documents of
convicts Pawan and Akshay
which have not been provided.
The petition sought a direction
to jail authorities to provide the
documents on "an urgent
basis".

Meanwhile, Delhi's Deputy
Chief Minister Manish Sisodia
accused AP Singh of making
fun of the system by using tac-
tics to delay their hanging.
Sisodia said. "In the Nirbhaya
case, the lawyer is using tactics
to delay the execution. In this
way, he is making fun of the
system. We must work togeth-
er to ensure speedy justice so
that laws can be amended to
remove shortcomings," Sisodia
said in a tweet in Hindi.

The 23-year-old paramedic
student, Nirbhaya, was gan-
graped and brutally assaulted
on the intervening night of
December 16-17, 2012, in a
moving bus in South Delhi by
six people before she was
thrown out on road. She was
flown to a hospital in Singapore
where she died. 
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Poha and Bangladeshis. It is
bizarre to see any linkage

between the two, but BJP leader
Kailash Vijayvargiya thinks
otherwise. He kicked up a row
by claiming some construction
workers to be Bangladeshis
just because they ate flattened
rice (poha). 

When Prime Minister
Narendra Modi made a similar
remarks last month by saying
that people who are setting fire
(to property) can be seen on
TV and can be identified by the
clothes they are wearing, it
caused a countrywide outrage.
Vijayvargiya’s claim to identi-
fy illegal migrants from
Bangladesh by their poha-eat-
ing habit triggered both amuse-
ment and uproar.

While the BJP tried to play
down Vijayvargiya’s claim, the
Congress cited it as an instance
to caution what the National
Population Register (NPR)
exercise will entail. 

Vijayvargiya had, at an
event in Indore on Thursday to
support the Citizenship
(Amendment) Act, said that he

suspected that some of the
construction labourers working
at his house were Bangladeshis
by noticing their strange habit
of eating only poha.
Vijayvarigiya was mocked by
the twitterati. 

Poha, a popular breakfast
dish, is eaten across north
India with no particular con-
nect with Bangladesh as sus-
pected by Vijayvargiya.

BJP leader and Union
Minister Prakash Javadekar
termed it as a non-issue. Asked
about Vijayvargiya’s comments,
which have drawn flak from
several quarters, Javadekar told
reporters here, “I also eat poha
and serve it to you (journalists).
So it’s a non-issue”. 

Continued on Page 4

���  ���
	������ �8,�#89:�

JNU students who have not
yet registered for the new

academic year have been asked
by the Delhi High Court to do
so under the old fee, even as it
sought response from the uni-
versity on the plea of JNU
Students’ Union that has chal-
lenged the decision to amend
the hostel manual.

A Bench of Justice Rajiv
Shakdher issued notices to the
Union HRD Ministry and the
UGC. The plea, filed by JNUSU
president Aishe Ghosh and
office-bearers Saket Moon,
Satish Chandra Yadav and Md
Danish, challenged the minutes
of the Inter Hostel
Administration (IHA) issued
on October 28, last year, juris-
diction of the High Level
Committee constituted on
November 24 and recommen-
dations made by it.

The petition sought direc-
tions to quash the Draft Hostel
Manual “illegally approved by
the IHA as the decisions taken
by the IHA are malafide, arbi-
trary and illegal and adversely
affect the students”.

It claimed the decisions to

bring about amendments in the
hostel manual are contrary to
provisions of the JNU Act,
1966, Statutes, Ordinances and
the Hostel Manual. 

“The amendments include
reducing JNUSU representa-
tion in IHA, increased rates as
applicable to hostel residents
and also brought amendments
to  clauses of the Hostel Manual
adversely affecting reserved
category students in the
University,” the plea submitted.

Earlier, the hostel room fee
was hiked by �10 and �20 for
double and single-occupancy
rooms respectively. 

Continued on Page 4
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The Supreme Court on
Friday said it cannot issue

blanket orders restraining
authorities from invoking the
stringent National Security Act
(NSA) against people protest-
ing against the Citizenship
(Amendment) Act (CAA) as
“properties are being burnt
and that may be organised”. 

A Bench of Justices Arun
Mishra and Indira Banerjee
said, “We are of the opinion
that general writ will not lie in
this case. We cannot invoke
powers under Article 32. We
agree that the NSA should not
be misused, but we cannot
issue a blanket order. If a gen-

eral direction is passed this will
create a chaos. You don’t know
what is going on in Kolkata,
Tripura and Assam. Properties
are being burnt and that may
be organised,” said the Bench.

Petitioner-advocate ML
Sharma said that anti-CAA
protests are going on peacefully
in Shaheen Bagh area of Delhi
and other places and persisted
with seeking relief by asking a
blanket ban on the imposition
of the NSA.

To this the Bench said, “If
a person is involved in violence
and involved in say hundred
criminal cases. Then what
would Government do. Will
not the Government act?”

Continued on Page 4
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The  shortage of fund has put
a break on the Centre’s

quest for finding a link between
the 16th-century Purana Quila
here and Indraprastha, the 
capital of the Pandavas of the
Mahabharat era. The
Archaeological Survey of India
(ASI), under the Union Culture
Ministry, had to stop the much-
ambitious excavation, before it
could begin, as the �10 lakh
fund allocated for the purpose
had to be “urgently” diverted
for another work.

Purana Quila’s supposed
association with the city of
Indraprastha has long attract-
ed the ASI, though its quest has
failed to deliver results for the
fifth time in a row.

The previous expedition
which ended in early 2018 was
led by archaeologist Vasant

Swarnkar. But it failed to estab-
lish the site’s association with
the Mahabharat. 

The approval for the latest
excavation to find traces of
Indraprastha was given in
November last year. The ASI
had earmarked around �10
lakh for the job and e-tenders
to deploy the labourers have
already been floated. But
recently, the ASI withdrew the
money and diverted it  for
another “important” job. Now,
the fresh fund will come only
next fiscal, that too depending
on the Budget outlay.

VN Prabhakar, the director
of ASI’s Institute of
Archaeology, Exploration &
Excavation, was to oversee the
project along with superinten-
dent archaeologist BR Singh.
When contacted, Prabhakar
refused to provide details about
the status of the excavation.

According to the epic,
“Indraprastha” is located inside
somewhere Purana Quila. The
first attempt to find this
assumption was made by ASI
in 1955, and then the second
one between 1969 and 1972.
The third and fourth attempts
were made between January 9,
2014, and June 30, 2014, and
December 2017 and June 2018,
respectively.

According to various
reports, the digging had
unearthed artefacts such as
sickles, parers, terracotta toys,
kiln-burnt bricks and painted
grey bowls and dishes belong-
ing to the pre-Mauryan period
of the third century BC and are
displayed at the Archaeological
Museum on the fort complex.

Purana Qilla was built by
Pashtun ruler Sher Shah Suri
and second Mughal emperor
Humayun. 
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The Election Commission has
asked Twitter to remove a con-

troversial tweet by BJP's Kapil Mishra,
a candidate for the upcoming Delhi
Assembly polls, in which he likened
the election in the city to a India ver-
sus Pakistan contest.

The Election Commission's
action came after the office of the
Delhi Chief Electoral Officer wrote to
the EC to remove the tweet posted by
Mishra on Thursday, EC officials said.

The Delhi CEO Office has also
issued a showcause notice to Mishra,
who has been fielded by the BJP from
the Model Town constituency, they said.

"We took cognisance of the
tweet, and wrote to EC last night
seeking its removal. The EC then
asked Twitter to remove his tweet.
The tweet is a violation of the Model
Code of Conduct and the the
Representation of the People Act, so
we have taken action," Delhi CEO
Ranbir Singh said.

"We have also issued a show cause
notice to Kapil Mishra," he said. In the
tweet on Thursday, Mishra, a former
minister in the Arvind Kejriwal

Cabinet, said the February 8 election
will be a contest between India and
Pakistan in Delhi. In its criticism of
Opposition parties over their protest
against the citizenship law, the BJP
has been accusing them of speaking
"Pakistan's language".

Authorities at the Delhi CEO
Office had earlier said social media
posts are being constantly monitored
to check for any provocative or
inflammatory posts or tweets being
made by users, related to the polls.

"India vs Pakistan 8th February
Delhi. There will a contest on Delhi
Roads between India and Pakistan on
February 8." "Pakistan has already
entered Shaheen Bagh and small
pockets of Pakistan are being creat-
ed in Delhi," he had tweeted.

In another post, Mishra claimed
that the BJP will win the February 8
polls and Kejriwal will resign from his
post when votes are counted.

The former AAP leader was
removed as minister by Kejriwal in
2017. Last year, he was also disqual-
ified as AAP MLA under the anti-
defection law. Mishra faces AAP
MLA Akhileshpati Tripathi in the
elections.  The election will be a tri-
angular fight involving the Aam
Aadmi Party, Bharatiya Janata Party
and the Congress. Polling will be held
on February 8 and the results declared
on February 11. In a series of tweets
in Hindi on Thursday, Mishra had
also lashed out at anti-CAA protest-
ers in Shaheen Bagh and other places
in the city.
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The Bharatiya Janata Party
(BJP) will release its mani-

festo for Delhi Assembly elec-
tions on January 27. 

Mentioning about Citizen
Amendment Act (CAA), Union
Minister Prakash Javadekar
accused the Aam Aadmi Party
(AAP) and the Congress both
for spreading the false propa-
ganda against the act.   

"The properties of the peo-
ple of Delhi were destroyed by
Amanatullah Khan but he has
been again given ticket for the
seat of MLA," Javadekar said.
“The voters of Delhi will have

now to decide whether they
would like to elect the people
wanting "Jinnah Wali Azadi" or
the Government of the people
raising slogans "Bharat Mata Ki
Jai." Targeting Chief Minister
Arvind Kejriwal, he said that
AAP National convener  has
sympathy with the demonstra-
tors of  Shaheen Bagh but has no
sympathy with the people of
Sarita Vihar , Jasola and

Madanpur Khadar. "The state-
ments of Congress and AAP
make headlines on the Pakistan
TV channels, No Indian will lose
citizenship due to CAA because
this law is to give citizenship,"
"The minds of the children of
Shaheen Bagh are being poi-
soned and Congress and AAP
are responsible for it," BJP leader
said. Meanwhile, BJP leader
Vijay Goel also accused AAP for
promising pukka Makan to
slum dwellers. "People believe
that Kejriwal's government work
for the development however
people stand in long queues to
use public toilets in slums,"
Goel said.
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The Special Investigation Team
(SIT), probing Jamia violence

that had taken place on December
15, on Friday questioned former
Congress MLA from Okhla Asif
Mohammad Khan, Jamia Millia
Islamia student Chandan Kumar,
who is also a member of the Left-
backed All India Students'
Association (AISA) and local
leader Ashu Khan for seven hours.
The police on Thursday arrested a
22-year-old man for his alleged
involvement in the violence and
arson during a protest against
anti-CAA protest near Jamia. 

The SIT, headed by Rajesh
Deo, the Deputy Commissioner of
Police (DCP), Crime Branch, has
served notices to Asif, Chandan
and Ashu on Thursday and had
asked them to join the investiga-
tion and record their statement on
Friday. The trio was named in the
FIR registered at the Jamia Nagar
police station regarding the violent

protest and on Friday morning
they reached the office of the
Crime Branch in Chanakyapuri. 

Ashu said he reached the
Crime Branch office at 11 am and
was questioned till 7 pm. "Police
asked me around 20 questions and
a form was also filled by me. I
thought I will be arrested but after
questioning police released me on
Friday evening," said Khan. 

Meanwhile, Asif who has been
served with two notices, one for
Jamia nagar violence and other for
NFC, said the police had alleged
that he took the public from Jamia
and that crowd burnt the buses. 

"I was protesting at Shaheen
Bagh at time of incident and I have
nothing to do with the mob
involved in arson and violence at
NFC and Jamia Nagar," said Asif. 

Meanwhile, the 22-year-old
man, identified as Furkan, a resi-
dent of Jamia Nagar, who was
arrested on Thursday, was inter-
rogated in connection with the vio-
lence in New Friends’ Colony

(NFC) on December 15. 
Furkan's father Muhammad

Naeem said police took his son on
the basis of the CCTV footage
which showed him carrying a con-
tainer but it was not known whether
there was water or petrol in it.

"Police took my son on
Thursday at around 6:30 pm on
the basis of CCTV footage. Police
said they saw he was carrying a
container on the day of the inci-
dent," Naeem said.

Furkan was sent to judicial
custody for three days by a Delhi
court on Friday. Chief
Metropolitan Magistrate
Gurmohina Kaur sent Furkan to
judicial custody till January 27 after
the Delhi Police did not seek his
custody.

Advocate Alamdar Husain
Naqvi, the counsel for Furkan, said
the container was empty and he
was going to fill water in it.

Police said in 10 cases regis-
tered at eight different police sta-
tions across South, Northeast,

Central and Shahdara districts
following the violence and van-
dalism during anti-CAA protests,
102 people have been arrested so
far.

It may be recalled, on
December 15, violent scenes were
witnessed in and around JMI dur-
ing a protest march organised by
students against the CAA. The
protest took a violent turn and
many buses were set on fire.
Instances of stone pelting were also
reported. 

More than 30 people, includ-
ing Jamia students and police per-
sonnel, were injured as the pro-
testers pelted stones, glass bottles
and tube lights on security per-
sonnel, who in turn fired tear gas
shells and resorted to use of force. 

JMI's Vice-Chancellor Dr
Najma Akhtar too had said that the
police entered the university cam-
pus without any permission. Police
said most protesters who took part
in violence in and around Delhi's
Jamia Nagar were not students.
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Union Home Minister Amit
Shah on Friday came

down heavily on Aam Aadmi
Party's (AAP's) national con-
vener Arvind Kejriwal for not
fulfilling the promises which he
made in five years. "In Delhi,
AAP made tall promises but
done nothing, from cleaning
Yamuna to opening new
Government schools, AAP is
dragging Delhi backward," said
Shah while addressing a Jan
Samvad in Karawal Nagar. 

"There are no Principals in
more than 700 Delhi
Government schools while
there is acute shortage of 19,000
teachers in Delhi government

schools," said Shah. "Where are
15 lakh CCTV cameras in
Delhi? He also promised 5,000

DTC buses.. where are these
buses ," Shah questioned to
AAP government.  

Targeting both the
Congress and Aam Aadmi
Party (AAP), the Bahrtiya Janta
Party (BJP) National President
Jagat Paraksh Nadda said that
both the parties shed crocodile
tears in Delhi to gain vote bank
in Delhi. 

Taking a jibe on Aam
Aadmi Party's (AAP's) slogan
on Acche Beete Panch Saal,
Lage Raho Kejriwal , Nadda
said that Kejriwal just raised
slogan but for past 57 months,
he was kept saying that Modiji
did not allow him to work.
"Kejriwal betrayed people's
trust by promising false
promises and did nothing in his
first tenure," said the BJP
leader, "It is the nature of the

Aam Aadmi Party to mislead
the public, who neither opened
the hospitals nor brought new
DTC buses, such a party will
definitely lose."

Lauding PM Modi as
under his leadership union
government had constructed
Eastern/Western Peripheral
Expressway and Merrut
Express way to reduce Delhi's
air pollution, he said that
despite in Center, BJP gov-
ernment has completed vari-
ous project under PMModi
regime. " It is the Central
government who implement-
ed Jahan Jhuggi Wahin Makan
and regularized 1731 unatho-
rised colonies in Delhi," said
Nadda.
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Day after Union Home
Minister Amit Shah

accused Delhi Chief Minister
Arvind Kejriwal of making
false promises, Deputy Chief
Minister Manish Sisodia invit-
ed the Home Minister to hold
a roadshow in any Assembly
constituency in the national
Capital to witness develop-
ments in all the sectors.

Sisodia also challenged
him to visit the newly con-
structed 'School of Excellence'
in Patparganj Assembly con-
stituency. His reaction came in
response to Shah's allegation
that the Delhi Government has
not constructed any schools in
Delhi. 

Reacting to the comment
of Shah in which he said his
phone battery died trying to
find free Wi-Fi service of the
AAP Government, Siodia said
he is worried about it because
if India's Home Minister's

phone battery runs out of
charge the nation will come to
a standstil l .  "The Delhi
Government has a system to
provide free electricity up to
200 units, I request him to
keep his phone charged always
because he won't be able to use
the free Wi-Fi on a dead
phone," he said,

"We have already launched
more than 1,000 hotspots and

the AAP Government will
install 11,000 Wi-Fi hotspots
across Delhi. If the Home
Minister accompanies me to
any major market area, I will
show him Wi-Fi spots" he
said.

Sisodia also challenged
him to showcase even a single
government school of compa-
rable standards that has been
constructed in any of the BJP
ruled states. 

The Government has
already installed more than
2,00,000 cameras and the
process is on to install the
remaining, he said.

The AAP leader also
accused the sven BJP MPs of
doing nothing after being
elected in 2014 and again in
2019 Lok Sabha elections.
"Had these 7 MPs done any
work for the people on the
ground or if the Central
Government would have done
any work, then they would not
have to resort to such jumlas,"
he said.
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The AAP Government's
works in various sectors are

being discussed widely and peo-
ple would cast their votes in the
upcoming Assembly polls on the
basis of work done by the
Government in the last five
years and not on the basis of caste
or religion, Delhi Chief Minister
Arvind Kejriwal on Friday said
while addressing a public meet-
ing in Rohini and Nangloi
Assembly constituency.

Kejriwal said that he was
very happy to hear Home
Minister Amit Shah talk about
unauthorised colonies, educa-
tion and health in his speech as
it shows that the AAP
Government has changed the
narrative of politics in the coun-
try.

"It shows that while in rest
of the country, the BJP seeks
votes on the basis of caste and
religion but in Delhi, they are
forced to seek votes on the basis
of development work like health
and education," he said. 

The Chief Minister also
said that the Government has
done its work with full honesty
and with dedication. "I am
happy that there are discussions
over the good work of the AAP
Government. We constructed
schools, provided free water,

transport and electricity, facili-
tate pilgrimage to senior citizen.
I have been trying in all these
five years to be your elder son
and take responsibility. 

Attacking the opposition,
he said that "I am happy that
they are not alleging us for cor-
ruption but they used to talk
why Kejriwal is giving every-
thing for free.

Showing the 'guarantee

card', he also said "It is the first
time that a Chief Minister is vis-
iting door to door taking report
card in hand after running the
Government five years.  

The party had issued guar-
antee card in which it has list-
ed ten promises. "In the coming
5 years we will ensure 24 hours
drinking water supply to every
household. BJP is trying to cre-
ate confusion over free ser-

vices but I want to assure you
these services will be contin-
ued," he said.

The Chief Minister also
promised basic facilities for
unauthorised colonies in the city
and to reduce Delhi air pollu-
tion by three times. "We will
plant more than two crore trees
to make Delhi green. Twenty-
four hours of pure piped drink-
ing water and continuation of

provision of 20,000 litres of free
water are also mentioned in the
card," he said.  

The first 'guarantee' by
Kejriwal mentioned in AAP's
manifesto 2020 is uninterrupt-
ed power supply and free elec-
tricity to up to 200 units. The
card also states that Delhi will
be free of wires and electricity
will reach households through
underground cable.
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As Delhi Assembly election
just two weeks away and

rival parties leaving no stone
unturned to reach out to the
people, candidates fielded by
political parties for Delhi Cantt
Assembly seat, are facing iden-
tity crisis. What is even more
interesting is that people in this
particular segment connected
themselves more with the New
Delhi Municipal Council
(NDMC) and not with the Delhi
Cantt. According to Election
Commission of India (ECI),
Delhi Cantt has 1,32,233 voters. 

Mushrooming of slums,

security of their wards and
beautification of local markets
are a few demands of the locals
in this part of the national
Capital. Their grouse stems
from the fact their MLA
Surrender Commando did
nothing. The Pioneer visited in
Delhi Cantt area and spoke to
various people about the candi-
dates of three parties. 

Surprisingly, most of the
people were not aware about the
area MLA, while Cantt, which is
itself a board, is known for its
green, clean and well maintained
roads in Delhi's heart aligning
with few areas of west and
south and central Delhi.

However, a few colonies fall
under the Cantt where
Government employee are total-
ly against emerging slums in
their backyards. 

"Slums in Government
colonies cause various security
threats. First — small children
in slum are prone to drug, we
have seen several time and
reported few incidents to the
council and authorities... but so
far no changes have been seen,"
said a Defence Ministry official,
"I personally addressed  this
issue to the sitting AAP's MLA
Surender Commando as this
was much about with the future
of children, but politicians allow

and use slum dwellers as their
vote bank and hardly visit slums
in posh area." 

"There were various issues
pertaining to colonies in Delhi
Cantt while the NDMC has its
own limitation while dealing
with cantt area, I visited coun-
cil's office however came back
with no development," said
Nidhi, a senior employee with
External Affairs. 

Gopinath Bazar, a busy mar-
ket in Delhi Cantt where people
come from all parts of the city
to buy camouflage fabrics.
However, less organized market
has caught the attention of vis-
itors and residents and make

them feel, a need for an active
MLA. "Beautification of
Gopianath and Sadar should be
done," said a Manju, a frequent
visitor and a local resident.  

AAP has fielded Virender
Singh Kadian, a retired Air
Force officer while the Bharatiya
Janata Party (BJP) has fielded a
Purvanchali candidate Manish
Singh who is very close to Delhi
BJP president Manoj Tiwari
and Congress has fielded
Sandeep Tanwar.  Cantt resi-

dents feel that the presence of
Surender Commando was not
visible in Cantt as he was non
approachable and ̀ this has given
BJP a window to wrest this seat.
Residents feel that the parties
have gone for the candidates
who are outsiders and less aware
about Cantt's functioning. 

Interestingly, Kadian who is
outsider but a retired service
officer may able to gain votes as
being able to connect with the
Cantt residents while Sigh from

BJP is completely an outsider
and Congress candidate
Sandeep Tanwar who lives in
Naraina is also a new candidate
for the Cantt people. 

Delhi Cantt was established
in 1914. Previously it was known
as Cantt Authority however in
1938. Boundary wall, creation of
public toilets , beautification of
parks, Constructions of PORTA
cabin, development of Yashwant
market and civil sewerage main-
tenance are few works in which

MLA's active participation
involved through the council. 

BJP's member Karan singh
Tanwar won the seat twice in the
year 2008 and 2003 while soon
after the Anna movement, AAP
leader defeated him twice in
2013 and 2015. 

In 2015, former AAP leader
Surender Commando won the
seat with 40133 votes while
Tanwar managed 28,935 votes ,
in 2013, AAP won with 26,124
defeating BJP with 25,769 votes. 

In 2008, Congress and BJP
were in fight for the seat when
BJP's Tanwer won the seat with
23,696 votes defeated Congress
leader Ashok Ahuja with 16,435
votes, in 2003 , Tanwar won with
21,638 votes and congress can-
didate Kiran Chaudhry got
17,872 votes only.
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Apetition has been filed in
the Supreme Court seeking

quashing of notices by district
administration sent to alleged
protestors for recovering loss-
es caused by damage to public
properties during agitations
against the Citizenship
(Amendment) Act in Uttar
Pradesh.

The plea has alleged that
notices have been sent in Uttar
Pradesh in an "arbitrary man-
ner" against a person, who
had died six years ago at the age
of 94, and also to two others
who are aged above 90.

The petition was listed for
hearing on Friday before a
bench comprising Justices DY
Chandrachud and Hrishikesh
Roy. The matter could not be
heard as the bench did not sit.

Advocate Parwaiz Arif
Titu, petitioner in the case, has
sought stay on these notices

claiming they have been sent to
persons who have not been
booked under any penal pro-
visions and no details of FIR or
any criminal offences have
been made out against them.

The plea, filed through
advocate Nilofar Khan, said
that notices were based on an
Allahabad High Court 
verdict delivered in 2010 which
"is in violation of the guide-
lines" passed by the apex court
in a 2009 judgment which was
later re-affirmed in a 2018 ver-
dict.

"The contradiction is that
while the Supreme Court in
2009 put the onus of assess-
ment of damages and recovery
from the accused on high
courts of every state, whereas
the Allahabad High Court had
issued guidelines in 2010
judgement that let the state
government to undertake these
processes to recover damages,
which has serious implica-

tions," it said.
"The judicial

oversight/judicial security is a
sort of safety mechanism
against arbitrary action. This
means that there is every
chance that the ruling party in
the state could go after its
political opponents or others
oppose to it to settle scores," the
plea said.

It has also sought a direc-
tion to the Uttar Pradesh gov-
ernment to follow the proce-
dure as per the 2009 and 2018
guidelines of the apex court
while claiming damages to
recover the losses caused to
public property during such
protests.

The plea has sought setting
up of an independent judicial
inquiry to probe into the inci-
dents which happened during
the protests against the CAA-
NRC in Uttar Pradesh, as has
been done by the Karnataka
High Court.
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Facial recognition system
and drones are part of the

measures taken by Delhi Police
ahead of the Republic Day in
the national capital where
10,000 security personnel have
been to maintain vigil, officials
said.

This year Brazilian
President Jair Bolsonaro will be
the chief guest at the Republic
Day parade and special security
arrangements have been made
for the visiting dignitary, DCP
(New Delhi Zone) Eish Singhal
said.

Sharpshooters and snipers
will be deployed atop high-rise
buildings to keep a watch on
the 8-km-long parade route
from Rajpath to the Red Fort
on Janury 26, officials said.

Hundreds of CCTV
cameras have also been
installed as part of the securi-
ty arrangements, including at
least 150 cameras in areas cov-
ering Red Fort, Chandni
Chowk and Yamuna Khadar,
the officials added. 

"We have a four-layer
security arrangement. Inner,

middle, outer and one along
the border areas across the
national capital," Singhal said,
adding that drones will be also
deployed. "Around 5,000 to
6,000 Delhi Police personnel
have been deployed in New
Delhi district along with 50
companies of paramilitary
forces," he added.

The main zone of Rajpath
will be closed till 12 pm on
Sunday. The facial recognition
system of Delhi Police will
also be set up at vantage points
for suspect identification. 

The police have also asked
hotels, taxi and auto drivers to
remain alert. In view of the
heightened security, patrolling
in public places has been inten-
sified."We have intensified
patrolling in public places.
Group patrolling, night
patrolling and vehicle checking
is being carried out with the
help of Central Armed Police
Forces. Frisking at metro sta-
tions, railway stations, airport
and bus terminals has also
been tightened," a senior police
official said. 

Apart from securing the
main venue at Rajpath, ade-

quate security and traffic
arrangements for the At Home
function at Rashtrapati Bhawan
have been made. 

More than 2,000 traffic
police personnel have been
deployed for 

smooth flow of traffic and
for facilitation of spectators and
visitors to the venue. 

Police personnel have been
directed to stay alert since
Delhi polls are also around the
corner.

Anti-terror measures like
tenant and servant verification,
border checking, security of
vital installations, malls and
markets, patrolling in heavy
footfall areas are being taken,
they said.

The security personnel
have identified vulnerable spots
such as crowded markets, rail-
way stations, bus stands and
other high-value establish-
ments, and efforts are being
made to secure them with
deployment of extra police
force. 

A city-wide alert is also
being exercised in connection
with the Republic Day, they
said. 
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The verbal sparring between
the Puducherry govern-

ment and Lt Governor Kiran
Bedi continued with Labour
Minister M Kandasamy on
Friday alleging that the recent
announcement over proposed
closure of the government run
AFT Mill on April 30 was
done under pressure from her.

In a releasehere, the min-
ister declared as "illegal and
inoperative" the notice issued
on January 21 by the Anglo
French Textile mill Managing
Director that it would be closed.

He alleged that the AFT
Managing Director had issued
the closure notice "under pres-
sure and directions of the Lt
Governor".    Kandasamy said
neither the cabinet nor the
Chief Minister had issued any

instructions to close the
mill.Hence the notice was 'ultra
vires and has no sanction of the
rules governing the working of
the mill", he said.

The Minister said the cab-
inet had taken a decision some
time back that AFT should
continue to function in the
workers' interests and those
opting for Voluntary Retirement
Scheme should be permitted to
take it if they chose to do so.

But no step should be taken
at any stage to close the under-
taking of the territorial admin-
istration, Kandasamy said. He
said the decision to close AFT
was taken without the knowl-
edge of the Ministry, the Chief
Minister or the Minister con-
cerned and violated the rules
relating to the administration
of the mill issued in 1986.

The Minister said the dif-

ferences of opinion between the
cabinet and the Lt Governor on
the matter had been referred to
the Home Ministry  for clari-
fication. "Until the Ministry`s
decision is known, nothing
should be done to close the
mill. The closure notice issued
by the official was illegal and
inoperative", Kandasamy said.

On Thursday, Chief
Minister V Narayanasamy, who
has been at loggerheads with
Bedi on various issues, accused
her of intimidating and pres-
suring officers of the century-
old mill and giving directions
to them to close it.

However, Bedi, in an offi-
cial release, had said the Labour
Department would hold an
enquiry into the future of the
mill and enlist the views of its
management, workmen and
others, including the bankers. 
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Pakistan's notorious spy
agency Inter Services

Intelligence is seeking to
orchestrate attacks during the
Republic Day celebrations in
Delhi and the National Capital
Region, intelligence agencies
have alerted.  

According to inputs with
the intelligence agencies here,
some overground workers of
the terror groups might have
infiltrated in the national cap-
ital. The OGWs are suspected
to be linked to the Pakistani
terror group Al Badr. ISI has
tasked Hizbul Mujahideen
commander Riyaz Naikoo to
revive the Al Badr outfit
through some spectacular hit
around the Republic Day here. 

Naikoo has also been tasked
to recruit and train the cadres of
Al Badr for the hits. Naikoo in turn

has tasked his second-in-com-
mand Hammad who has taken up
the responsibility of reorganising
the Al Badr which has been dor-
mant for the last few years. 

After being trained by the
Hizbul Mujahideen, the recruits
of Al Badr will use the logistics
network of the former for exe-
cuting the planned attacks. But Al
Badr will own responsibility for
the hits, according to the inputs. 

The move comes amid
heightened vigil along the Line
of Control in J&K post-abro-
gation Article 370 and reorga-
nization of the erstwhile State
of J&K into two U Ts-J&K and
Ladakh.Following this, ISI
backed terror groups are facing
existential crisis and through
such attacks they are aiming to
register their presence as well
as seek to portray Kashmir as
a flashpoint, an Intelligence
official said. 
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Vice President M Venkaiah
Naidu on Friday said

Jammu & Kashmir’s accession
to India is “total, final and
irrevocable”, and asserted that
Article 370, which gave the
erstwhile State special status,
was a temporary provision that
had outlived its purpose a long
time back.

Delivering the Sardar Patel
lecture on governance, Naidu
called upon all Indians to work
together to usher in the ‘Ram
Rajya’ envisioned by Mahatma
Gandhi in which, he said, there
is all-round inclusive growth
without poverty, discrimina-
tion, inequality, illiteracy and
hunger, according to an official
statement.

“Every citizen must strive
to protect the unity, safety,
security and sovereignty of the
country,” Naidu said after pay-
ing tributes to India’s first
home minister Vallabhbhai
Patel, who is credited with the
integration of hundreds of

regions with the Union.
The accession of Jammu &

Kashmir to the Indian Union is
“total, final and irrevocable”, the
vice president said, adding that
“Article 370 was only a tempo-
rary provision and it had out-
lived its purpose long back”.
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From Page 1
It asked Sharma to file an

amended petition showing
some specific instances where
NSA has been invoked against
the ant-CAA protesters. The
bench told Sharma that he can
also file an intervention appli-

cation in the pending cases
challenging the validity of CAA
and seek appropriate relief. 

Sharma then sought liber-
ty to withdraw the petition and
file an amended petition giving
specific details of violations of
NSA, which was granted by the
court. Sharma’s plea said NSA
has been imposed to curb and
pressure people protesting
against the CAA, National
Population Register (NPR) and
National Register of Indian
Citizens (NRIC).

Delhi’s Lieutenant
Governor Anil Baijal on
January 10 had extended
detaining powers to Delhi
Police under the NSA for a
three-month period starting
January 19. This allows police

to detain a person for 12
months without a trial.

Sharma had made the
Ministry of Home Affairs and
the Governments of Delhi,
Uttar Pradesh, Andhra Pradesh
and Manipur parties to the
plea.

The plea had termed the
notification, allowing police
to invoke NSA to detain per-
sons, as “unconstitutional” and
violative of fundamental rights
guaranteed under Article 19 (1)
(freedom of speech and expres-
sion) and 21 (right to life) of the
Constitution.

“The cause of actions arose
on January 10, when respon-
dents (States) imposed NSA
Act for next three months with
effect from January 19 in Delhi

as well as in Andhra Pradesh by
the state government to arrest
and detain...For protests against
a person holding office of the
PM and ministers in the
Central government...,” the plea
said, seeking a direction to
quash the notification.

The plea also sought that it
be declared that the NSA can-
not be used against protesters.
Besides, it sought a compensa-
tion of �50,00,000 each to
those who have been detained
so far under the NSA for “men-
tal agony, defamation in soci-
ety and loss of reputation”.

Protests are taking place at
various places in the country
against the enactment of CAA
and exercise of National
Population Register (NPR). 

���	��
���
������
������
����999

From Page 1
Gadkari went into the

minutest detail of every project
making sure a clear path for-
ward emerged to speed up
projects. Officials and con-
tractors also committed them-
selves to take every step to
ensure timely completion of
projects.

The issue of timely
approval of Extension of Time
(EOT) and change of scope
(COS) was particularly raised
by the Contractors/
Concessionaire. As timely
approvals would help in facil-

itating lending by banks, an
online tool called “GATI” was
also launched on the first day
of meeting on January 23.. 

Interacting with media
after the meeting, the Minister
informed 22 Greenfield
Corridors of 7,500 kms is being
developed with a total capital
cost of Rs 3 lakh crore. 

“Work has started on some
while awarding all other pro-
jects are/will be completed
expeditiously. These projects
are being pursued vigorously
and are being implemented
on priority,” said Gadkari.

He added that besides
reducing length and decon-
gesting existing NHs, the pro-
jects will work as growth
engines as they pass through
the less developed backward/

tribal areas. The development
of way-side amenities will result
in more opportunities for busi-
ness and employment. 

He also informed that the
progress of FASTags was also
reviewed. All 537 Toll Plazas
are now ETC enabled and
more than 1.37 cores FASTags
have been issued. My FASTag
App has crossed 10 lakh down
loads.
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From Page 1
Meanwhile, Congress

leader Sushmita Dev slammed
the comment stating that the
BJP which can judge national-
ity by food, will use NPR to
profile people. Mumbai
Congress too tweeted, “Kanda

POHA is a favorite food of
Mumbaikars. We will be more
than happy to host
Sh.@KailashOnline over a plate
of scrumptious #Poha, when-
ever he is in Mumbai.”

In West Bengal the ruling
Trinamool Congress and
Opposition Congress and
CPI(M) in West Bengal on
Friday slammed Vijayvargiya.
“The statement is not an iso-
lated one but a reflection of the
“racist and communal” mind-
set of the present BJP dispen-
sation, the parties said.

Senior TMC leader and
State Minister of State for
Parliamentary Affairs Tapas
Roy said such racist and com-
munal statements are reflection
of BJP’s “anti-Bengali” mindset.

“We all know that the BJP
is an anti-Bengali party. Such
communal statements only
reflect that mindset. The BJP
and its leaders don’t know any-
thing about Bengal, its culture
and eating habits and are
dreaming of ruling Bengal.
They would get a befitting
reply for insulting Bengalis,” he

said.
Roy’s views were echoed by

CPI(M) Politburo member
Mohammed Salim, who
alleged that the BJP is trying to
do a racial profiling of the
country.

“Just because someone is
not eating roti does not make
him a Bangladeshi. Poha,
which is known as chirey in
this part of the country, is a sta-
ple diet and is very popular as
breakfast food. What is BJP
trying to do? They are trying
to racially profile the country
on the basis of dress code, eat-
ing habits and lifestyle,” Salim
said.

He also said Vijayvargiya’s
comments are “just an exten-
sion” of Prime Minister
Narendra Modi’s remark that
those indulging in violence
over the citizenship law could
be identified by their attires.

Leader of Congress in the
Lok Sabha, Adhir Ranjan
Chowdhury too criticised
Vijayvragiya and said his com-
ments are an “insult to the peo-
ple of West Bengal”. 
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From Page 1
The rent for all students,

including those with Junior
Research Fellowship, Senior

Research Fellowship and other
equivalent scholarships or fel-
lowships, for single and double-
seater rooms has been hiked to
Rs 600 and Rs 300 per month.

The rent for Below Poverty
Line (BPL) category students
for double and single-seater
rooms has been increased to Rs
150 and Rs 300 per month
respectively.

Earlier, there was no utili-

ty and service charge, but now
the university will charge BPL
students Rs 500 and other stu-
dents Rs 1,000 for the same.

The JNUSU had also
sought directions to restrain the
university from registering stu-
dents for the new term on the
basis of the new fee structure
through its circular for regis-
tration in Winter Semester-
2020.
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From Page 1
In China, around 830 were

diagnosed with coronavirus
and there had been 26 deaths
as of now.However, the global
health agency has decided not
to declare the outbreak as  an
international public health
emergency. The outbreak is “an
emergency in China”, WHO
director general Tedros
Adhanom Ghebreyesus said
during a Press conference in
Geneva. “But it has not yet
become a global health emer-
gency. It may yet become one.”

India on its part is already
on high alert and has taken sev-
eral precautionary measures

to prevent the possible risk of
transmission of the virus in the
country.  National Institute of
Virology, Pune is fully geared
up to test samples of the virus.
Ten other laboratories under
Indian Council of Medical
Research’s Viral Research and
Diagnostics Laboratories net-
work are also equipped to test
such samples, if a need arises,
said a senior official from the
Health Ministry. States and
hospitals have been asked to set
up insolated wards and be
ready for emergency, if any.

Guleria suggested that as a
precautionary measure, people
should maintain good stan-
dards of hand hygiene, avoid
travelling in crowded places and

use masks. Any person having
slight symptoms of cough, fever
and weakness should immedi-
ately report to the nearest health
facilities, he said.“  As of now,
there is no definite treatment,
antibiotics or vaccines available
for combating the particular
virus strain and only support-
ive treatment for pneumonia is
given. One has to follow pre-
ventive medication strategies,”
he said..  Coronavirus are a
broad range of viruses that can
cause infections ranging from
mild upper-respiratory tract
illnesses like common cold to
much more serious diseases
like SARS. The virus can spread
from human to human and
from animals to humans.
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Deepak Chaurasia, the con-
sulting editor of News

Nation TV channel, was
allegedly attacked by protesters
at Delhi's Shaheen Bagh on
Friday, police said.  They  said
Chaurasia, 51, complained to
them saying he was beaten up
and his camera was snatched by
a mob at the protest site.An FIR
has been registered under sec-
tions 394 (voluntarily causing
hurt in committing robbery)
and 34 (common intension)
against unknown persons at the
Shaheen Bagh police station, a
senior police officer said.

On his Twitter handle,
Chaurasiya uploaded a one-
minute in which he was seen
surrounded by protestors and
later manhandled by them.
They tried to remove him from
the spot and also snatched his
mic. In another part of video,
a group of men can be seen try-
ing to snatch a camera from the
cameraman.
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The 2G mobile internet ser-
vices will be restored in the

Kashmir Valley from Friday
midnight, an official order
said.

According to a notification by
the home department of J&K

administration, access to the
internet with 2G speed on
mobile phones will resume
from January 25. Access shall
be limited only on whitelisted
sites and social media applica-
tions will continue to remain
out of bounds for the Valley's
residents, it said.Data services
shall be available on post-paid
as well as pre-paid sim cards.

The restoration of the 2G
internet facility on mobile
phones will continue till
January 31 after which it would
be reviewed further, the order
said. Internet and mobile con-
nectivity was snapped on
August 5 last year after the cen-
tre announced abrogation of
Article 370 of the Constitution
applicable to the erstwhile
state and also bifurcated it
into two UTs - Ladakh, and
J&K. 
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The Supreme Court has
agreed to hear in open

court former Maharashtra
Chief Minister Devendra
Fadnavis’ plea seeking review of
its verdict which said the BJP
leader will have to face trial for
allegedly failing to furnish
details of two pending criminal
cases in his 2014 poll affidavit.

“Application seeking oral
hearing of review petitions in
open court is/are allowed. List
review petitions before the
court,” a Bench of Justices
Arun Mishra, Deepak Gupta
and Aniruddha Bose said in its
Thursday’s order.

On Oct 1 2019, the apex
court had set aside the Bombay
High Court order which had
given a clean chit to 
Fadnavis and had held that he
did not deserve to be tried for
the alleged offences under 
the Representation of People’s
(RP) Act.

The apex court’s verdict
had come on an appeal by one
Satish Ukey, who had chal-

lenged the high court’s order.
On July 23, 2019, the top

court, while reserving the ver-
dict, had said that the alleged
“omission” by Fadnavis of not
disclosing information about
two criminal cases in his elec-
tion affidavit may be decided in
the trial.

The apex court had said
that it was concerned with a
limited issue whether prima
facie Section 125A of the RP
Act is attracted or not. The pro-
vision deals with the penalty for
“filing false affidavit” and says
that if a candidate or his pro-
poser fails to furnish or gives
false or conceals any informa-
tion in his nomination paper
on issues like pending criminal
cases then the person may be
awarded six months jail term or
fine or both.

Ukey had contended that
the chief minister filed a false
affidavit by not disclosing two
criminal matters and yet the
trial court and the high court
held that there no prima facie
case was made out for prose-
cution of the Chief Minister.
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DMK moved the Supreme
Court on Friday seeking

urgent hearing of its plea for
disqualification of 11 AIADMK
MLAs, including Deputy Chief
Minister O Panneerselvam,
who voted against Tamil Nadu
Chief Minister Edappadi K
Palaniswami in a confidence
motion in 2017.

A Bench headed by Chief
Justice SA Bobde said it will
consider listing the matter for
urgent hearing.

Senior advocate Kapil
Sibal, appearing for DMK,
sought urgent listing of the plea
and referred to the recent apex
court verdict in the Manipur
minister case in which the
Speaker has been directed to
decide on disqualification of
Manipur Forest Minister Th
Shyamkumar in four weeks.

The apex court had on
Tuesday said Parliament should
“rethink” whether the Speaker
of a House should continue to
have powers to disqualify law-
makers as such a functionary
“belongs to a particular polit-
ical party”.

During the last hearing in
the AIADMK MLAs’ disqual-
ification case however, it won-
dered as to why courts should
venture into the question of
disqualification of MLAs for
defection when the
Constitution has conferred this
power to the Assembly speak-
er. The Madras High Court had
in April 2018 dismissed DMK’s
plea seeking to disqualify the
MLAs.

The High Court had reject-
ed the petition citing penden-
cy of a plea in the apex court
on the powers of a court to
issue directions to the Speaker
of a state Assembly.

The petitioner had sought
disqualification of
Panneerselvam and ten others
for having voted against the K
Palaniswami Government last
year when they were in the
rebel camp.

The petitioner had con-
tended in the High Court that
by voting against the trust
motion, these MLAs had vio-
lated the whip issued by ruling
party and hence attracted dis-
qualification under the anti-
defection law.
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Lauding the children who
bagged the national awards,

Prime Minister Narendra Modi
on Friday said he gets inspiration
and energy from them, knowing
their talents. Interacting with
children who won the Pradhan
Mantri Bal Puraskar at his resi-
dence, the Prime Minister said
he is proud to see the awareness
of their duty towards society and
the nation.

“When I was getting intro-
duced to you a while back, I
was really surprised. The way
you all have tried in different
fields, the work that has been
done at such a young age is
amazing. Whenever I hear
about such courageous work of
all you young comrades, talk to
you, I also get inspiration and
energy,” the PM said. 

He told them to enjoy
drinking water and juice not
medicine. He also advised them
to be physically active. The
Pradhan Mantri Bal Puraskar

awards are given to children in
the age group of five to 18 years
for their contribution in various
sectors — innovation, social
service, scholastic, sports, art and

culture, and bravery. It carries a
medal, a cash prize of Rs 1 lakh,
a certificate and a citation.

The 49 awardees include
12-year-old Darsh Malani, who

has performed over 50 magic
shows worldwide, and 11-year-
old Manoj Kumar Lohar,
awarded for his mastery in
“tabla vadan”.
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India and Brazil aim to fur-
ther expand their strategic

and economic ties as President
Jair Bolsonaro arrived in New
Delhi on Friday on a four-day
visit.  He will hold wide rang-
ing talks with Prime Minister
Narendra Modi and President
Ram Nath Kovind and will be
the chief guest at the Republic
Day parade. 

The two countries are like-
ly to ink 15 pacts in the fields
of social security, cyber secu-
rity, health and medicine
besides bio-energy.

The focus of the Brazilian
visit will be to re-energise the
ties between two countries in
a number of key sectors,
Secretary (East) in the External
Affairs Ministry Vijay Thakur
Singh said.

“The visit of President

Bolsonaro is an extremely
important visit. It will be an
opportunity to re-energise our
strategic partnership and take
it forward in a focused man-
ner,” she had said at a press con-
ference on Thursday.

Bolsonaro is accompanied
by eight ministers, four mem-
bers of the Brazilian
Parliament, senior officials and
a large business delegation. 

It will be the third time that
a Brazilian President will 
be the chief guest at the
Republic Day.

The last time there was a
Brazilian president as chief
guest was in 2004 and before
that in 1996. The last
Presidential visit from Brazil
was by President Michel Temer
in October 2016 on the side-
lines of the eighth BRICS
Summit in Goa. Modi visited
Brazil in November to attend

the XI BRICS Summit.
Moreover, Modi met

Bolsonaro on the sidelines of
the G20 Summit in Osaka in
June last year during which
issues of bilateral importance
were discussed.

Brazilian envoy Andre
Aranha Correa do Lago to
India had earlier said over 15
agreements will be signed dur-
ing the Brazilian president’s
visit, including one on the
investment protection and
facilitation treaty.

Bolsonaro, a former army
captain, won a landslide victo-
ry in Brazil’s presidential elec-
tion in October 2018 and took
the reins of the country in
January last year. 

Bolsonaro will hold talks
with Modi and President
Kovind separately on Saturday.
Thakur said there would be dis-
cussions on cooperation in key

sectors such as defence, ener-
gy, trade and agriculture.
Giving importance to trade,
Bolsonaro will address a group
of Indian and Brazilian busi-
ness leaders at the India-Brazil
Business Forum here on
January 27, officials said.

“We have ongoing Defence
cooperation as well as space
cooperation and we are 
looking at how to strengthen
these,” she said.

India-Brazil ties have seen
an upward trend in the last few
years. The volume of bilateral
trade was USD 8.2 billion in
2018-19. This included USD
3.8 billion worth of Indian
exports to Brazil and USD 4.4
million as imports by India.
Indian investments in Brazil
were around USD 6 billion and
Brazilian investments in India
are estimated at USD 1 billion
in 2018.  
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Expressing shock over the
stabbing of a 23-year-old

female student in Toronto,
Canada, by an unidentified
assailant, External Affairs
Minister S Jaishankar on Friday
asked his Ministry officials to
arrange visa for the family of
the injured.  

“Deeply shocked to learn of
the serious attack on Rachel
Albert, an Indian student in
Toronto, Canada. Am asking
MEA officials to help with 
her family’s visa. Family mem-
bers may immediately contact
us on +91 9873983884,”
Jaishankar tweeted. 

The victim, who hails from
Tamil Nadu, sustained stab
wounds to her neck during the

assault, local media reported.
She was subsequently rushed to
a trauma centre with life-
threatening injuries. Although
she underwent surgery, she
remains in hospital in critical
condition.

The Toronto Police in a
tweet described the suspect as
an Asian male in his mid-20s
who is between five-foot-nine
and five-foot-eleven. The police
Operations also tweeted phone
numbers to seek any informa-
tion about the case.
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Ahead of the Budget Session,
Chief Justice of India SA

Bobde on Friday said while tax
evasion is a social injustice to
the fellow citizens, arbitrary or
excessive tax is also a social
injustice by a Government.

Referring to ancient laws in
India around taxation, the
Chief Justice said tax should be
collected from people like
honey bee draws nectar from
flowers without harming it.

Speaking at the 79th foun-
dation day celebrations of
Income Tax Appellate Tribunal,
Bobde emphasised on the use
of next generation technology
artificial intelligence to expedite
the process with caution that it
should not replace the human
discretion required for deliv-
ering justice.

“I am firmly of the view
based on experience of systems

that have used artificial intel-
ligence that it is only the repet-
itive area or decision making
that is rates of taxation etc or
something which is invariably
the same which is in a sense
mechanical that must be cov-
ered by artificial intelligence. I
do not believe that artificial
intelligence should ever be
allowed to substitute the
human discretion which is
necessary for a just decision
making,” he said.

The CJI’s suggestion comes
against the backdrop of the
people’s expectations of further
income tax relaxations being

one of the Budget sops of the
Modi Government, economic
slowdown, high inflation and a
weakening rupee.. 

The CJI also made a case
for speedy resolution of tax dis-
putes saying it will act as an
incentive for tax payers and free
the funds locked in litigation. 

The Chief Justice said tax
judiciary plays a very important
role in resource mobilisation of
the country and expressed con-
cern over pendency of cases.

“A just and speedy dispute
resolution is perceived as a tax
incentive by the taxpayer. To
the tax collector, an efficient tax

judiciary assures that demands
arising out of legitimate assess-
ment are not strangled in
delayed litigation,” Bobde said.

The pendency of appeal
cases related to indirect taxes in
the Supreme Court, High
Court and CESTAT has
reduced 61 per cent to 1.05
lakh in almost two years.

According to official data,
total pendency of appeals at the
Supreme Court, High Court
and CESTAT (Customs Excise
and Service Tax Appellate
Tribunal) as on June 30, 2017,
was 2,73,591, whereas the same
significantly came down to
1,05,756 as on March 31, 2019,
a reduction of 61 per cent.

With regard to direct taxes,
as many as 3.41 lakh cases were
pending before commissioner
(appeals), while 92,205 cases
were pending before the
Income Tax Appellate Tribunal
(ITAT) as on March 31, 2019.
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The terrorist, who was killed
in a gunfight with security

forces in Pulwama district on
Wednesday, was identified as a
Pakistani national affiliated
with proscribed Jaish-e-
Mohammad (JeM) outfit, a
senior police officer said on
Friday, adding the ultra oper-
ated in militancy-infested south
Kashmir under code names
“Abu Saifullah” and “Abu
Qasim”.

The officer said the slain
terrorist  was wanted in 
connection with the abduc-
tion and killing of two civil-
ians and threatening special
police officers (SPOs) and
non-local labourers to leave
the Valley.

A close associate of JeM
self-styled chief commander
Qari Yasir of Pakistan, who was
killed in an encounter with
security forces in Kupwara dis-
trict in July 2013, Abu Saifullah
was trapped along with his

local associate during a search
and cordon operation at
Zaintrag village in the
Awantipora area of Pulwama
on Tuesday morning, he said.

The operation, which was
launched on a specific infor-
mation, turned into a gun-
fight when the hiding terror-
ists opened fire on the joint
search parties of police, 50
Rashtriya Rifles and 185
Battalion of the CRPF, the
officer said.

The heavy firing by the
terrorists resulted in grievous
bullet injuries to Sepoy Rahul
Ranswal of the Rashtriya Rifles
and SPO Shahbaz Ahmad of
local police, who were evacu-
ated to the Army’s 92 Base
Hospital in Srinagar but both
succumbed to injuries there, he
said.

During the process of
evacuation of the injured
jawans, the terrorists fled the
cordon area, the officer said,
adding they were tracked down
in the forest area of Nagander

village, which is about one
Kilometer away from the
encounter site of Zantrag, next
day resulting in a fresh
encounter. The “most wanted”
terrorist, Abu Saifullah, was
killed there.

However, his other asso-
ciate managed to escape and a
hunt is on to neutralise him, the
officer said.

“Abu Saifullah has been
active in Tral and the Khrew
area of Awantipora for more
than one-and-a-half years and
was a close associate of slain
JeM chief Qari Yasir. He was
involved in the abduction and
killing of two civilians – Abdul
Qadeer Kohli and Manzoor
Ahmad Kohli – and injuring a
shopkeeper, Naseer Ahmad
Ganie, last year,” he said.
Saifullah was also wanted in a
case related to pasting of
posters wherein the SPOs were
threatened to leave their jobs
and non-local labourers were
asked to leave the valley, the
officer said. 


����������	�����

;�������		�	������������
���:�5������	���/�� 
���� (;9(�$�

West Bengal CM Mamata
Banerjee will now take

up the brush on January 28 to
protest against the amended
Citizenship Act and the pro-
posed NRC, well known
painter Shuvaprasanna who is
organising it said on Friday.

The programme will take
place at the Gandhi statue on
Mayo Road, where Banerjee, a
painter herself, will wield the
brush along with several other
renowned painters to depict the
problems of the contentious
CAA and NRC, he said.

The theme of the pro-
gramme is ‘No CAA-No NRC’.
It has been planned by
Banerjee, Shuvaprasanna said.

“Around 40 painters along
with our CM will try to depict
the protests across the country,
the pain of the people who are
in detention centres in Assam
due to NRC. It will be a differ-
ent form of protest,” he told PTI.

According to TMC
sources, the paintings will be
exhibited in various galleries of

the state and the country.
“These paintings will be a

part of our awareness campaign
against CAA and NRC across
the country and state,” a senior
TMC leader said.

The issue of CAA has
emerged as major political flash
point in West Bengal with the
TMC opposing the contentious

legislation tooth and nail, and
the BJP pressing for its imple-
mentation
Banerjee, a
s t a u n c h
critic of BJP, has been at the
forefront of anti-CAA protest as
well as against the proposed
National Register of Citizens
and the NPR.
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Union Minister of State for
Home Affairs G Kishan

Reddy on Friday met J&K
Lieutenant Governor Girish
Chandra Murmu and dis-
cussed the internal security
situation of the UT.

The MoS and the Lt
Governor discussed a range of
issues pertaining to the inter-
nal security and law order
management in J&K, an official
spokesperson said.

They also had a discussion
on the border management,
administration of the UT, man-
agement of Central Armed
Police Forces, disaster man-
agement and implementation
of several developmental pro-
jects and public welfare
schemes in the UT.

Reddy also shared his
views with the Lt Governor
about the current 

security and developmen-

tal scenario in the UT.
He observed that the devel-

opment of J&K along with
renewed growth prospects for
the people and maintenance of
security, peace and harmony in
J&K is the foremost agenda of
the Union Govt and all neces-
sary steps would be taken in
this regard.

2�������������������
����	������++����)���56


���� '�G�!!�< �<

Bhim Army chief
Chandrashekhar Ravan on

Friday hit out
at the BJP-led
Government at

the Centre, accusing it of “ped-
dling lies” on the Citizenship
Amendment Act (CAA),
National Population Register
(NPR) and National Register of
Citizens (NRC).

Azad, addressing a rally in
this north Bihar town, called
upon the people to carry on
“sustained and peaceful
protests”, urging them to draw
inspiration from the agitation
by women at Delhi’s Shaheen
Bagh.

“I want to tell people across
the country that they are not
alone in their fight. The Bhim
Army is by their side,” he said.

The Bhim Army chief
accused the Narendra Modi-
led Government of “striking at
the country’s unity and integri-
ty” by introducing the CAA
which “discriminates against
citizens on the basis of reli-
gion”.

He said NPR is seen as a

precursor to (nationwide)
NRC, which could be “used to
disenfranchise people”.

“The Government has
been peddling lies stating that
the Act is a benign one, aimed
at giving citizenship and not
taking it away, and misleading
the nation by claiming that it is
not linked with NRC. 

All these measures will
harm the common citizens,”
Azad said.

The Ambedkarite also paid
tributes to socialist leader
Karpoori Thakur on his birth
anniversary on Friday.

Sharing an image of a com-
memorative stamp issued in
the memory of the former
Bihar chief minister, he tweet-
ed, “Attended a rally at
Muzaffarpur (Bihar) on the
birth anniversary of Jan Nayak
Karpoori Thakur, the warrior
of social justice.”

“Karpoori Thakur had said
that if the rights of the people
are trampled upon, they will
challenge the privileges enjoyed
by the Parliament. His words
proved true with people hitting
the streets in protest against
CAA-NRC,” he tweeted. 
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The Internet shutdown has
created an information

black hole in Kashmir by crip-
pling the functioning of the
local press and severely cur-
tailing its coverage of how the
people have been affected,
Senior CPI(M) leader MY
Tarigami said on Friday.

He said Valley based jour-
nalists have had to stand in
queues at the ‘Media
Facilitation Centre’ - set up by
the administration in Srinagar
- and rely on a dozen comput-

ers with internet access to file
their stories and communi-
cate with their editors.

“As Internet shutdown in
Kashmir for the last nearly six
months has virtually stopped
free flow of information, jour-
nalists continue to face severe
restrictions in all processes of

news gathering, verification
and dissemination leaving
behind a troubled silence that
bodes ill for freedom of expres-
sion and media freedom,”
Tarigami said in a statement.

“Internet facilities remain
inadequate for hundreds of
journalists and district
reporters who can’t make it to
the centre every day,” he added.

This has virtually made
them dependent on the state,
and submission to government-
regulated conditions makes a
mockery of freedom of the
press, the CPI(M) leader said.

“There were no reports on
the effects of the communication
shutdown on everyday lives of
people, arrests, crippling of
healthcare and other emergency
services. What was not covered
in the local press said a lot about
the curtailment of the freedom
of the press”, he said.The
Constitution provides the right
of freedom, given in Article 19
with the view of guaranteeing
individual rights that were con-
sidered vital by the framers of
the Constitution, he said.

“As we are going to cele-
brate 70th Republic Day in two
days time, it is imperative on
democratic forces including,
intelligentsia and the civil soci-
ety at large, to put their heads
together, discuss the situation
intensively and highlight the
sufferings of people of J&K and
make this BJP Government
accountable,” he said.
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The CBI has opposed a bail
plea filed by Indrani

Mukerjea, a prime accused in
the Sheena Bora murder case,
saying that the charges against
her are “serious and grievous in
nature.”

After failing to secure bail
four times on medical grounds,
Mukerjea filed another plea in
December 2019 in the court of
special CBI judge JC Jagdale,
seeking bail on the `merits’ of
her case.She was arrested in the
case in 2015.

Opposing her plea, the
Central Bureau of Investigation
said in its reply two days ago
that she was accused of killing
her own daughter, and the

charges against her were “seri-
ous and grievous” in nature.

Accused-turned-approver
Shyamvar Rai, Indrani’s former
driver, has deposed in detail
about how the crime was com-
mitted and the evidence
destroyed, the CBI said.

Kajal Agarwal, a witness,
stated in her testimony how the
conspiracy unfolded and how
fake resignation letter, leave and
license agreement and ID card
were created in Sheena’s name,
the agency said.

Of the 253 witnesses, 60
have deposed, the agency said,
adding that several key witnesses
including Rahul, Indrani’s then
husband Peter Mukerjea’s son
from earlier marriage, were yet
to be examined.

If released on bail, Indrani
would abscond, or try to influ-
ence the witnesses, it said.

According to the CBI,
Indrani was opposed to Rahul
and Sheena’s relationship. On
the day Sheena was killed, Rahul
had seen Indrani and her driver
waiting with Indrani’s car when
he dropped Sheena in Bandra.

Sheena told Rahul that she
will stay with Indrani for the
night and it was the last time he
saw her, the agency said in its
reply. In her bail plea, Indrani
claimed that “there was no
evidence in the form of mes-
sages, conversations or e-mails
or any communication” to
show that she had hatched a
conspiracy to abduct or kill
Sheena.

�����6!����!��� '�'1��

As the BJP found itself the
dock over the alleged tap-

ping of phones of NCP chief
Sharad Pawar, Shiv Sena pres-
ident Uddhav Thackeray, Sena
spokesperson Sanjay Raut and
others ordered by its govern-
ment, its senior leader and
former chief minister
Devendra Fadnavis on Friday
denied the charge, saying that
it was not Maharashtra’s culture
of his party to tap the phones
of its political opponents and
his party was prepared to face
any kind of inquiry.

A day after Maharashtra
Home Ministry directed the
Cyber cell of the State police to
look into allegations of the
phone tapping ordered by the
previous BJP-headed saffron
alliance Government ahead of
the recent State Assembly polls,
Senior Congress leader and
State PWD Minister Ashok
Chavan rooted for a compre-
hensive high-level inquiry into
all aspects of the alleged phone

tapping scam.
Talking to media persons

here, State Home Minister Anil
Deshmukh said: “Ahead of the
recent State Assembly polls, the
previous BJP-led Government
had ordered tapping the
phones of senior NCP,
Congress and Shiv Sena lead-
ers to snoop into who they
were talking to. 

The allegation is also that
the BJP-led Government had –
using the Government funds -
- sent a team of officials to
Israel to buy spyware which the
BJP used it to tap and used the
conversations on mobile

phones of our leaders for polit-
ical purposes. We have started
investigations into the alleged
phone-tapping”.

The ordering of an inquiry
into the alleged tapping of
phones of Pawar, Uddhav, Raut
and others comes in the wake
of a sensational allegation made
last week by senior Congress
leader Digvijay Singh that the
Maharashtra Government offi-
cials were involved in phone
surveillance and that some
state government officials had
visited Israel and held talks
with the Israeli firm NSO.
NSO creates Pegasus, a spyware
which WhatsApp recently
revealed had been used exten-
sively to extract private phone
conversation data.

“Is the @Officeof UT going
to give details in public that
who was behind the snooping
and tapping in Maharashtra.
Who were the officers of
Maharashtra who went to Israel
to talk to NSO, the brain
behind malware Pegasus,”
Singh had tweeted.

Reacting to the inquiry
instituted by the Maha Vikas
Aghadi (MVA)   government
into the alleged phone tapping
ordered allegedly by the previ-
ous government led by him,
Fadnavis said:  “It is not
Maharashtra’s culture to tap the
phones of political opponents.
(Referring to Digvijay Singh)
the entire country knows about
the person who has com-
plained about the phone tap-
ping. 

The State Government is
free to order an inquiry into the
alleged phone by any agency.
People of Maharashtra know
the truth. At that time, Shiv
Sena’s man was the Minister of
State for Home”.

“My only request to this
government is that it should
conduct the inquiry into the
alleged phone tapping forth-
with and place the report
before the people. If the gov-
ernment wants to send to
someone Israel to conduct an
inquiry, it can do so,” Fadnavis
said.
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The Supreme Court allowed
the Rajasthan State

Election Commission (SEC)
on Friday to hold ‘panchayat’
polls in the State by April this
year.

The top court had earlier
stayed the Rajasthan High
Court’s order cancelling 
the notifications reorganising
certain ‘gram panchayats’ 
and ‘panchayat samitis’ in the
State after November 15-16,
2019.

A bench, comprising
Chief Justice SA Bobde and
Justices BR Gavai and Surya
Kant, was told by the State
Government that  the 
high court  quashed the
del imitat ion of  cer tain 
‘panchayats’  and that  
order was stayed by the top
court.

Later, the SEC stayed the
‘panchayat’ polls which should

be conducted, senior advocate
A M Singhvi said.

The bench took note of the
plea of the State Government
and the statement of the State
poll body on the possibility of
conducting the ‘panchyat’ elec-
tions.

“KV Vishwanathan, senior
counsel appearing for the
newly added respondent –
State Election Commission,
states that the elections will be
held in accordance with the
notifications. 

He further states that the
elections will be held according
to law in the second half of
April, 2020. Order according-
ly,” the bench said in its order.
The high court, in December
last year, had nullified ‘pan-
chayat’ bodies created after
November 15-16.

It had termed the delimi-
tation notification of 627 gram
‘panchayats’ in Rajasthan as
“void”. 
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Around 50 women sat on a
protest against the

Citizenship (Amendment) Act
and National Register of
Citizens in Uttar Pradesh’s
Sambhal district on Friday. 

The women raised slogans
against CAA and NRC at
Pakka Bag Kheda in Nakhasa
area, claiming the two are
“undemocratic” and “against

Muslims”.
They also raised slogans,

including “hum leke rahenge
azadi”, “CAA se azadi”, “RSS se
azadi”, “Gandhi wali azadi”.  

Samajwadi Party MP
Shafiqur Rahman Barq visit-
ed the protestors and said,
“The government wants to
make Muslims secondary cit-
izens” and added that his
party will raise the issue in
Parliament. 
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Former Madhya Pradesh
Minister and BJP leader

Badrilal Yadav was arrested
on Friday for allegedly making
an objectionable remark
against Rajgarh collector Nidhi
Nivedita during a public meet-
ing, police said.

However, a Judicial
Magistrate First Class (JMFC)
court later granted bail to
Yadav on a personal bond of
�20,000, he said.

The former Minister of
State was arrested from his res-
idence in Biaora city (in
Rajgarh district) on Friday
afternoon in the case registered
against him under IPC sections
294 (obscene act) and 188
(disobedience to order duly
promulgated by public ser-
vant) on Thursday, Rajgarh
Superintendent of Police (SP)
Pradeep Sharma said.

“Yadav was produced in
the JMFC court, which grant-
ed bail to him on the personal
bond of Rs 20,000,” he added.

Biaora City police station
in-charge D P Lohia said that
apart from this, the former
minister was also arrested on
Friday in an old case registered
against him under IPC section
188.

The JMFC granted bail to
him in that case as well on a
personal bond of �20,000.

A case had been registered
against Yadav on Thursday for
making an objectionable
remark against the woman col-
lector, who is accused of slap-
ping a BJP worker during a pro-
Citizenship (Amendment) Act
(CAA) rally held five days ago.

Yadav had made an inde-
cent remark against the collec-
tor during a protest organised
by the BJP at Biaora in Rajgarh
district on Wednesday 
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Ten eminent women administrators, artists,
scientists and social reformers, including

Hansa Mehta and Devi Ahilya Bai Holkar, will
have Chairs in universities in their names, the
Government said on Friday.

The announcement was made by the
women and child development Ministry on
National Girl Child Day.

The 10 Chairs will be set up with the
University Grants Commission’s assistance and
with an aim to carry out research in different

fields, according to a statement. 
The initiative is called “establishment of

chairs in universities in the name of eminent
women administrators, artists, scientists and
social reformers”, it said. These will be established
for a period of five years initially, as per guide-
lines, according to the statement.

The chairs are being named after Holkar
queen Devi Ahilyabai Holkar, litterateur
Mahadevi Verma, freedom fighter from the
North East Rani Gaidinliu, physician Anandibai
Gopalrao Joshi, Carnatic singer MS
Subbulakshmi, forest conservationist Amrita

Devi Beniwal, mathe-
matician Lilavati, sci-
entist Kamala Sohonie,
poet Lal Ded and edu-
cational reformist
Hansa Mehta.

The financial
implications of the pro-
posal is �50 lakh per
Chair for a year and the
total expenditure for
establishing them will
be about �5 crore per
annum, the statement
said. 
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Dalit leader Prakash
Ambedkar on Friday

demanded that the
Maharashtra Government
arrest the “political bosses” on
whose instructions the police
arrested activists in connection
with the Koregaon-Bhima vio-
lence.

Ambedkar’s remarks follow
reports of NCP president
Sharad Pawar writing to
Maharashtra Chief Minister
Uddhav Thackeray, alleging
that the violence was the result
of a conspiracy hatched by the

then BJP-led Government with
the help of police, and seeking
an SIT probe.NCP sources con-
firmed that Pawar had written
a letter some ten days ago, but
did not disclose its contents.

Speaking to reporters here,
Ambedkar asked Pawar to
make public the “documents”
he has in his possession.

“Pawar has written to the
government is what I have read
in newspapers. My only request
to the Government is it should
assure the (police) officials who
are involved 
that it won’t take action against
them even if 

they were wrong,” Ambedkar
said.

“But they should disclose
who were the political boss-
es who gave the orders (to
arrest activists) and the
Government should act
against such political bosses,”
the leader of the Vanchit
Bahujan Aghadi said.
According to Pune police, the
Elgar Parishad conclave held
in Pune on December 31,
2017, was supported by

Maoists and inflammatory
speeches made at the event led
to caste violence at Koregaon-
Bhima war memorial in the dis-
trict the next day.

The Left-leaning activists
arrested during the probe had
links with Maoists, police
claimed, booking them under
the Unlawful Activities
(Prevention) Act.

Sudhir Dhawale, Rona
Wilson, Surendra Gadling,
Mahesh Raut, Shoma Sen,
Arun Ferreira, Vernon
Gonsalves, Sudha Bharadwaj
and Varavara Rao were arrest-
ed in the case.

Last month, Pawar had
termed the arrests as “wrong”
and “vengeful” and demanded
probe by a special investigation
team. Meanwhile, BJP leader
and former minister Vinod
Tawde alleged that Pawar want-
ed to protect “urban naxals”.

“It is unfortunate that
Pawar, who had been a Chief
Minister and (state) Home
Minister (should write such a
letter. It is not expected of
Pawar saheb,” he told reporters.
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The BSF said on Friday that
there has been an increase

in the outflow of illegal
Bangladeshi migrants to their
home country over the past one
month, following the enact-
ment of the Citizenship
(Amendment) Act or CAA.

A top official of the para-
military force said there has
been a spike in the number of
illegal settlers apprehended
since last month.

The outflow has been
highest through the borders in
the North 24 Parganas district,
BSF Inspector General (South
Bengal Frontier) Y B Khurania
said. “There has been some
increase in outflow of illegal
Bangladeshi migrants to the
bordering country in last one
month. In January alone, we
had apprehended 268 illegal
Bangladeshi migrants, most of
who were trying to sneak into

the neighbouring country,”
Khurania told reporters.

Those leaving were most-
ly engaged as masons, maids
and housekeepers in the coun-
try, another Border Security
Force (BSF) official said.

“The highest outflow is
via North 24 Parganas dis-
trict. They (migrants) were
mostly based in Bengaluru and
north India. Some were
involved in paltry jobs such as
masons, maids, housekeepers
and sweepers,” he said.

In 2019, the BSF had

apprehended 2,194
Bangladeshis, most of them
caught while trying to illegal-
ly sneak into India. But since
December last year, things have
changed, the official said.
West Bengal shares about
2,216.7-km border with
Bangladesh, a large part of
which is unfenced.

According to BSF sources,
troopers were not stopping the
immigrants from crossing over
to their home country, except
in cases when they were found
to be smuggling goods.

“Only when they are con-
cealing any contraband or try-
ing to smuggle something to
Bangladesh, we are apprehend-
ing them. Otherwise, we are tak-
ing a note of their particulars
and details and letting them go
back,” one of the sources said.

According to the BSF, one
of the biggest achievements of
the South Bengal Frontier in
2019 has been putting a check
on cross-border cattle smug-
gling.

“In 2018, the number of
cattle seized was around 39,995
and in 2019 it had come down
to 31,210. This year so far the
figure is just 1,301,” he said.

The CAA seeks to provide
Indian citizenship to Hindus,
Jains, Christians, Sikhs,
Buddhists and Parsis who
moved to India on or before
December 31, 2014, having
fled religious persecution in
Bangladesh, Pakistan and
Afghanistan.
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The National Investigation
Agency on Friday filed a

chargesheet in a court here
against two suspected
Bangladeshi terrorists, who
had entered India illegally and
concealed their identity by
procuring fake Aadhaar cards.

The charge sheet was
filed against Mahmud Hassan
alias Shariful Islam and
Mohamad Sa’ad Hussain alias
Mohamad Sayad Hussain
under various sections of the
Indian Penal Code,
Foreigners Act and Unlawful
Activities (Prevention) Act,
the agency said in a state-
ment.

The two were detained by
villagers in Silsuri when they
could not produce valid doc-

uments and gave unsatisfac-
tory replies about their
antecedents and presence in
the area, it said.

“They were later handed
over to the BSF personnel of
Silsuri Border Out-Post
(BOP), who in turn handed
over the two accused to police
station Marpara. 

The local police registered
the case for investigation
which was later handed over to
NIA,” it said.

The agency said its inves-
tigation has established that
both the suspects are members
of Ansar-al-Islam, a banned
terrorist organisation in
Bangladesh.

“Both the accused crossed
the international border of
India and Bangladesh illegal-
ly in the state of Tripura in

November 2018. They con-
cealed their location and iden-
tity based on fake Aadhaar
cards,” it said.

These fake Aadhaar cards
were given to them by their
handlers in Bangladesh. 
“Investigation further
revealed that accused
Mahmud Hassan alias
Shariful Islam had travelled
from Agartala to Bangalore in
pursuance to conspiracy of
terrorist acts in India and
stayed in Bangalore for eight
to nine months (November
2018 to July 2019),” the
agency said.

He recceed public places
in Bangalore, the NIA said.

Investigation has also
revealed that on instructions of
his handler, the accused finan-
cially assisted another arrest-

ed ABT (Ansarullah Bangla
Team) member lodged in
Kolkata jail.

ABT is another banned
terrorist organization in
Bangladesh.

“Both the accused later
criminally conspired, as per
directions of their handlers in
Bangladesh and tried to pro-
cure weapons from various
places in the state of Tripura
and Mizoram in pursuance of
the conspiracy of committing
terrorist acts in India,” the
agency said.

A large amount of incrim-
inating documents were recov-
ered from their seized digital
devices, it said.

Mizoram police registered
a case in this regard in July last
year, which was taken over by
NIA in September. 
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Rajasthan Governor Kalraj
Mishra on Friday said the

Government is working to
bring a legislation on “right to
health” to provide healthcare
facilities to people of the State. 

Delivering his address on
the first day of the Budget ses-
sion, which was later boy-
cotted by the opposition BJP
and RLP MLAs, Mishra said
the state government has
launched ‘Nirogi Rajasthan’
campaign on December 18
last year and was making con-
stant efforts to provide health-
care facilities to the people.

He said the Government
was working on “right to
health” legislation to make it
mandatory to provide health-
care facilities to the people.

Mishra said the State
Government has so far allo-
cated a budget of �47.80 crore
as agriculture grant to farmers
in six districts - Jalore,
Jaisalmer, Barmer, Bikaner, Pali

and Jodhpur - where locust
attack has damaged crops. 

He said the Government
took prompt action and got the
‘girdawari’ (assessment report)
prepared in the affected areas. 

The Governor said
Rajasthan became the first
State in the country to make the
arrangement of FIR registration
at SP offices in case the FIR is
not registered at police stations.

Due to this historic deci-
sion, the number of FIRs will
increase, he said.

“It is the duty of the
Government which works for
public welfare to ensure that
everyone is heard and gets
justice,” he said.

Rajasthan was the first
state to pass a bill to curb inci-
dents of honour killing and sec-
ond state where a bill against
mob lynching was passed, he
said. 

It was expected that the
government of India will coop-
erate in implementing them. 

Mishra said Rajasthan is
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Maharashtra Minister
Jitendra Ahwad on Friday

said the Koregaon-Bhima vio-
lence case, filed during the pre-
vious BJP regime, was a “con-
spiracy” to malign the image of
activists sympathetic to Dalit
causes.

Addressing a press confer-
ence here, the NCP leader said
the case, in which some human
rights activists have been fac-
ing charges of Maoist links and
also booked under the anti- ter-
ror act UAPA, should be inves-
tigated again.

“I have said several times
that the Koregaon-Bhima case
was a conspiracy to malign
activists who are sympathetic to
Dalit causes,” he said.

“Taking action against
those who recite poems of
Namdeo Dhasal (a Marathi
poet & Dalit activist) and
arresting people on allegations
of plotting to kill (Prime
Minister Narendra) Modi is too

much. 
The case should be inves-

tigated again,” the minister
said. Speaking on other
issues, Ahwad said the gov-
ernment has decided to reserve
10 per cent houses construct-
ed by state-run board MHADA
for police personnel and same
percentage for Class 4 employ-
ees of the state administration.

The case, also called Elgar
Parishad case, relates to vio-
lence near the Koregaon-
Bhima war memorial in Pune
district on January 1, 2018.

According to the Pune
police, “inflammatory” speech-
es delivered 

at a conclave, Elgar
Parishad - held on December
31, 2017 - had triggered the
violence at Koregaon-Bhima.

The Pune Police have
claimed the conclave was
backed by Maoists. The
parishad, they alleged, insti-
gated violence near the
Koregaon Bhima war memor-
ial on January 1, 2018.
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The Maharashtra bandh,
called by the Prakash

Ambedkar-led Vanchit
Bahujan Aghadi (VBA) to
oppose the Citizenship
Amendment Act (CAA) and
National Register of Citizens
(NRC) failed to evoke desired
response on Friday, even as
the protesters vandalised
buses and indulged in vio-
lence at some places across the
state.

In all, VBA and 35 other
organisations had come
together to organise the
bandh. In the run up to and
during the course of the
bandh, the police had
detained an estimated 3000
Dalit activists and others
belonging to the organisations
supporting the bandh as a
precautionary measure. 

The detained activists
were, however, let off later in
the night. VBA’s founder pres-
ident Prakash Ambedkar
claimed that the bandh was a
success.”We have not forced
anyone to join the bandh. Nor
have workers indulged in vio-
lence. By and large, the bandh
was a total success,”

Ambedkar said, while talking to
media persons in the
evening.There was some impact
of bandh in places like Mumbai,
Thane, Ulhasnagar, Bhiwandi,
Akola, Jalgaon, Baramati, Jalna,
Nandurbar, Nashik Hingoli and
Pune. 

Shops and business estab-
lishments remained in most of
these places. There were how-
ever, no reports of major dis-
ruptions from other parts of the
state. Notwithstanding the
claims to the contrary by
Ambedkar, the VBA activists
forced the shop keepers to
shut down the shops in places
like Chembur, Wadala,
Mulund, Airoli, Ghatkopar,
Govandi, Trombay and Kurla.
However, normal life remained
unaffected.

The protesters indulged in
stone pelting and vandalised a
BEST at Chembur in north-cen-
tral Mumbai. 

The driver, identified as
Vilas B. Dabhade (53), was
injured in the incident. He was
admitted to the Shatabdi
Hospital at Govandi. However,
the passengers in the bus
escaped unhurt.

There were reports of spo-
radic incidents of violence from
some parts of the state. The inci-
dents included creating block-
ades along the 
roads and hurling of stones at
buses.

In Mumbai, Thane and
most other places across the
state, normal life remained
unaffected. The suburban trains
– the life lines of Mumbai and
surrounding satellite townships
– ran normally, while the road
traffic was also not hit by the
bandh. In his interaction with
the media, Amedhkar said:
“Since the people are getting to
know more and more about the
dangers posed by the CAA,
NRC and NPR, we received fair-
ly good response for the bandh. 

The CAA and NRC will not
affected just Muslims, they will
also affected a sizeable section of

the Hindus across the country. 
The people will find it dif-

ficult to prove their citizenship,
because of lack of documents
with them”.

Ambedkar said that
Finance Minister Nirmala
Sitaraman would present a

deficit budget in February. “In
the normal course, the
Government was to have raised
a revenue of �24 lakh crore dur-
ing the financial year 2019-20.
But, the revenue collection may
not even �9 lakh crore,”
Ambedkar said.
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Maharashtra Home
Minister Anil Deshmukh

on Friday hit out at the Union
Govt, claiming that it has trans-
ferred the probe of the 2018
Koregaon-Bhima violence case
to the National Investigation
Agency without the State
Govt's consent.The case was
being probed by the Pune
Police. Deshmukh tweeted on
Friday evening that the Centre
took this decision after the new
Shiv Sena-NCP-Congress gov-
ernment in Maharashtra decid-
ed to "go to the root of the mat-
ter" ."I condemn this decision.
This is against the Constitution,"
the Minister, who belongs to the
NCP, added.Violence had bro-
ken out near Koregaon-Bhima
war memorial in Pune district
on January 1, 2018.Dalits visit
the memorial in large numbers
as it commemorates victory of
British forces which included
Dalit Mahar soldiers over the
army of the Brahmin Peshwa
rulers of Pune in 1818.



At the time of a drought of good
news in the country, there
comes one to celebrate. The
Expert Appraisal Committee
(EAC) of the Union Ministry of

Environment, Forest and Climate Change
(MoEFCC) has halted the construction of
an airport at the site of an abandoned
World War-II airstrip near Jharkhand’s
Dhalbhumgarh town. The reason? It would
disrupt an elephant corridor used by 200
pachyderms.

The airport near Dhalbhumgarh was to
be the first of 400-of-its-kind, which the
Airport Authority of India proposes to build
throughout the country. Its halting repre-
sents one of the rare occasions when a con-
cern for animals has won out against a
grandiose plan for so-called development.
The disruption of the corridor would have
forced the elephants to look elsewhere for
passage, including urban and semi-urban
areas, thus taking them to new places and
creating new dangers of elephant-human
conflict.

The resultant casualties would have had
an adverse impact on Jharkhand’s elephants,
whose numbers have been declining. From
772 in 2002, the figure came down to 624 in
2007. It increased to 688 in 2012 only to come
down to 679 in 2017, according to the ele-
phant census titled, ‘Synchronised elephant
population estimation India 2017’, released on
August 12 (World Elephant Day), that year.

The causes, related to conditions creat-
ed by continuing human encroachment
upon and activity in elephant habitats,
include habitat loss, electrocution by con-
tact with sagging and/or low-hanging high
voltage transmission wires, running over by
trains, conflicts with humans besides poach-
ing, poisoning and old-age related medical
problems. According to a report in May,
2017, 32 elephants had been killed by elec-
trocution and 22 in train accidents in
Jharkhand until then.

One hopes that the decision to stop the
construction of the airport will not be
reversed under pressure and will prove to the
precursor of many similar decisions concern-
ing all animals. Elephants, doubtless, need par-
ticular attention. They have been listed in
Schedule One of the Wildlife Protection Act
of India, 1972, which gives them the highest
level of protection. Project Elephant was
launched in 1992 to protect the Asian elephant
(the category to which Indian elephants
belong), its habitat and corridors and address
the human-elephant conflict. The elephant
was declared India’s National Heritage Animal
on October 22, 2010.

Yet serious challenges remain. Almost all
the factors adversely affecting elephants in
Jharkhand apply to the species throughout
India. The most important of these is habi-
tat loss, caused principally by continuing
human encroachment. This is clear from the
Elephant Task Force’s report, Gajah: Securing
the Future for Elephants in India, submitted

on August 31, 2010. Dwelling on
how various elements contribute
to habitat loss and the latter’s
impact, it states, “Large develop-
mental and infrastructural pro-
jects when not planned or locat-
ed with adequate care are frag-
menting habitat[s], while other
local pressures degrade them.” It
further states, “The physical
presence of the roads and railway
lines in the habitat creates new
habitat edges, alters the hydrolog-
ical dynamics and creates a bar-
rier to the movement of elephants
and other animals, leads to habi-
tat fragmentation and loss, apart
from death due to train and
vehicular hits.”

It adds, “Rail and an
increase in road traffic operates
in a synergetic way across sev-
eral landscapes and causes not
only an overall loss and isolation
of wildlife habitat but also splits
up the landscape in a literal
sense. Various developmental
activities also come up on either
side of the highways and rail-
roads, thereby further frag-
menting the habitat and increas-
ing biotic pressures.”

With shrinking habitats, ele-
phants searching for food raid
cultivated areas, devouring and
destroying crops. Attempts to
turn them away constitute an
important cause of human-ele-
phant conflict, which is taking a
growing number of lives.
Replying to a question, Babul
Supriyo, Union Minister of State
for MoEFFC, told the Lok Sabha
on June 28, 2019, that 2,398 peo-

ple had died since 2014.
According to other official statis-
tics, a total of 1,465 people were
killed between the years 2013-14
and 2016-17. In turn, people kill
40 to 50 elephants every year,
apart from those slain by poach-
ers for the ivory of the tusks.

Habitat loss also forces ele-
phants to move into other areas.
They are now seen in States like
Manipur, Mizoram, Bihar,
Madhya Pradesh, Haryana,
Himachal Pradesh and the Union
Territory of Andaman & Nicobar
Islands, where they had not been
present earlier. Other factors
have also contributed. A major
drought in Tamil Nadu had
caused herds of elephants to
cross over to Andhra Pradesh
where they had no presence for
over two centuries. The result is
an extension of the area witness-
ing human-elephant conflict.

The impact of habitat loss is
compounded by that of elephant
corridors, which account for
much of the rail and road acci-
dents. According to the report,
Gajah: Securing the Future for
Elephants in India, train accidents
had killed as many as 150 of these
behemoths since 1987.
According to a Ministry state-
ment in the Rajya Sabha, 49 ele-
phants were killed in railway acci-
dents between 2016 and 2018.

The Elephant Task Force’s
report has recommended sever-
al measures to protect habitats
and prevent elephants from being
killed in road and rail accidents.
These include the announcement

of principles of forest area, rail-
way track and highway manage-
ment, the grant of mining
licences and rules governing the
drawing and maintenance of
power cables through forest
areas.

Besides these, attention has
to be paid to nurturing elephant
reserves as the basic management
unit for their conservation in the
country. At present, there are 32
of these across India, covering
over 69,000 sq km. The problem
is that more than over 40 per cent
of these is not under Protected
Area or Government forest.
Hence, the main emphasis has to
be on managing land use patterns
in the areas outside the preserves
to reduce human-elephant con-
flict. Also, the havoc bush fires
continue to play in Australia
reminds us of the need to be
ready to cope with such calami-
ties which have been taking a
severe toll in Uttarakhand and
Himachal Pradesh and may
occur in other parts of India
thanks to climate change.

All this will require huge
expenditure and effort. The
Government must not balk from
either. Besides, it needs to reach
out to organisations like Wildlife
SOS, TREE Foundation and
Wildlife Rescue and
Rehabilitation Centre, which
have been doing outstanding
work in rescuing and nurturing
elephants.

(The writer is Consultant
Editor, The Pioneer, and an
author)
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Sir — Amid raging controversy
over the Citizenship
Amendment Act (CAA), BJP
leader Kailash Vijayvargiya, who
is known for his controversial
statements, apparently saw con-
struction labourers eating poha
and suspected they were
Bangladeshis. He chose to burp
out his angst about it during a
meeting on the CAA and laced
it with references to “strange eat-
ing ways” of the workers. 

It is unclear whether leaders
in the BJP have been given the
task of spearheading the party’s
nationwide outreach programme
in support of the CAA or to cre-
ate more controversies by making
such outlandish claims.

N Nagarajan
Via email

��	��	���������

Sir — This refers to the editori-
al, “Another deadly virus”
(January 23). The world is being
stalked by the coronavirus that
has locked down the Chinese city
of Wuhan. Already, train, airline,
ferry, subway and bus services

have been suspended over there.
More than 600 people have been
infected and around 17 people
have lost lives. With outbreaks
being reported in Singapore and
Vietnam, other countries in the
region such as Thailand, Japan,
South Korea, Australia and India
have been put on high alert. 

But is India well prepared to
deal with the spread of the infec-
tion here? None can forget the

H1N1 swine flu outbreak of
2009, which claimed more than
1,000 lives. It’s welcome that
passengers are being screened at
major airports across the coun-
try. However, it will be better if
hospitals, too, are put on high
alert. They must be better pre-
pared to deal with suspected
isolated cases.

Yash Naryani
Ujjain
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Sir — The Supreme Court’s
refusal to stay the Citizenship
Amendment Act (CAA) came as
a surprise. However, one is at a
loss to understand why the court
took this long a time to hear the
petitions if it only had to consid-
er referring the issue to a larger
Bench. With the people of the

country, particularly the Muslims,
still reeling from the shock of the
court’s Ayodhya verdict, the
court’s refusal to stay the CAA
even temporarily has added insult
to injury. It is alleged that some
BJP-ruled States like Uttar
Pradesh have already started act-
ing on the CAA. Giving a verdict
after all the damage has been
done will not be of much use.

Tharcius S Fernando
Chennai
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Sir — The Supreme Court has
flagged a vital issue by asking
Parliament to ponder over hav-
ing an independent and perma-
nent body to decide disqualifica-
tion petitions against MPs and
MLAs, instead of the Speaker
retaining exclusive powers. What
purpose is the anti-defection law
when all the drama is being
played out blatantly? Parties must
not deviate from their declared
alliances and ideologies, else the
electorate suffers.

Kristy
Via email
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Each year, as soon as the ceremonial halwa is
served in the North Block and Finance
Ministry officials are locked in, the entire

nation starts asking a question which is embossed
on the home page of the Press Information Bureau’s
(PIB) website — what’s in it for me? Clicking the
youth icon on the portal leads to a dialogue box
which identifies five new initiatives under the hash-
tag #BudgetForNewIndia. These include the New
Education Policy (NEP), National Research
Foundation (NRF), the ‘Study in India’ programme,
Higher Education Commission of India (HECI) and
National Sports Education Board (NSEB) under the
Khelo India scheme. The fact that each of these pro-
posals can radically transform the education sector
makes the forthcoming Union Budget a particular-
ly interesting one. And, for the same reason, there
is anxiety too. Moreover, some of the trends in the
previous Budget outlays have added to apprehen-
sions. Between 2017-18 and 2019-20, the share of
IITs declined from �8,337 crore to �6,223 crore. The
University Grants Commission (UGC), IIMs
(Indian Institutes of Management) and the All India
Council for Technical Education (AICTE) have reg-
istered funds cuts too. Should we be worried? 

Let us begin by acknowledging that the mech-
anism through which the Ministry of Human
Resource Development (MHRD) arrived at some
of these schemes was elaborate, inclusive and cer-
tainly not hurried. Before the release of the NEP
draft, the MHRD initiated a nationwide multi-stra-
ta debate around 20 themes each for school and high-
er education. Moreover, the document is refreshing-
ly candid, forthright and does not shy away from
asking provocative questions. For example, in the
context of State universities, it admits to problems
such as excessive politicisation and deteriorating
research standards. Further, a number of recurring
features across the NEP draft, themes for policy con-
sultation and the NITI Aayog’s Strategy for New
India (SNI) suggest clear thinking on the part of the
Government. Training schools for teachers, recruit-
ment and retention of faculty with research aptitude,
industry linkage and so on are common to all three
documents.

Similarly, there is an admission that State spend-
ing, both by the Central and State Governments,
must be significantly enhanced. The NEP draft pro-
poses an incremental increase in public spending
on education at the rate of one per cent per year till
it reaches 20 per cent of the total expenditure. But,
in a country where educational infrastructure is yet
to stabilise with respect to its demographic size and
diversity, challenges are multi-pronged. Increasing
the Gross Enrolment Ratio (GER) in higher edu-
cation to 35 per cent by 2022-23; establishing new
institutes; augmenting existing infrastructure and
making Indian universities globally competitive are
some of the major concerns. It is perhaps for these
reasons that the Government is mulling public-pri-
vate partnership in higher education and loan-based
credit for expansion of facilities. The establishment
of a Higher Education Financing Agency (HEFA),
a joint venture between the MHRD and Canara
Bank, is a step in this direction. The HEFA intends
to leverage funds from the market and extend low
interest loans to universities for R&D.

However, repayment of loans, even if stretched
over a decade and offered interest-free, could prove
an uphill task for most universities. If initiatives such
as ‘Study in India’ were to succeed and India were

to transform into a knowledge economy,
one would expect a substantial rise in rev-
enue generation through tuition fee.
However, this will entail generous endow-
ments for creation of world-class infra-
structure and a gestation period of some
years for return on investment. But
according to the MHRD’s own documents,
it is not fair to expect that higher educa-
tion institutions will meet operational costs
through student fee alone. Global trends
suggest that robust infrastructure devel-
ops in countries with healthy state support.
Moreover, in these countries, state support
is matched by an equally generous grant
from non-state stakeholders. These
include corporate philanthropists and
alumni. But these are either knowledge
economies like Australia and South Africa
or societies like the UK, the USA and
Germany that take immense pride in the
international stature of their educational
institutions. 

It should be registered with a certain
degree of alarm that even though individ-
ual philanthropy is on the rise, the over-
all figures do not appear very encourag-
ing for India. According to Bain and Co’s
India Philanthropy Report, 2019, contribu-
tions of �10 crore and above, which con-
stitute nearly 55 per cent of the entire vol-
ume of individual philanthropy, have reg-
istered a decline of four  per cent since
2014. This is both surprising and sad as
the number of Ultra-High Net Worth
Individuals (UHNWIs) has grown by 12
per cent over the same period. Further, the
fact that Azim Premji alone accounts for
nearly 80 per cent of the aforementioned
55 per cent, goes to show that the idea of
Corporate Social Responsibility (CSR) is
yet to take roots in India’s corporate cul-
ture. Similarly, alumni support is too var-
iegated to be factored in as a stable com-

ponent in financial overhaul. While top
professional institutions like the IITs and
IIMs manage to raise huge funds through
their alumni, the same may not be true of
NITs and other management institutes, let
alone universities specialising in human-
ities and social sciences. The sincerest of
efforts at alumni outreach at India’s top-
ranked colleges yield at most an annual
alumni meet and an abysmal donation
through membership subscription. Even
with proactive placement cells and the best
of faculty, strictly in market terms, a stu-
dent with a degree in literature cannot be
scaled at par with one with a degree from
IIT. Understandably, their ability to pay
back to the institution is considerably
lower than that of an average IITian. But
the picture isn’t entirely bleak.
Government-aided business incubators,
established at degree colleges and univer-
sities across India, have been moderately
successful. If properly nourished, success-
ful business models can provide the host
institution with both direct revenue and
potential alumni-philanthropists. But at
the initial stages this, too, shall entail gen-
erous risk-free endowments.  

At a time when we speak of unbur-
dening our students and allowing them the
freedom to explore a career of their apti-
tude, it is not advisable to link every aca-
demic activity with industrial output. To
quote Chief Justice of India SA Bobde, uni-
versities are not supposed to function like
assembly line manufacturing units. While
we need capital to run a country, cultur-
al capital is equally important for the well-
being of a society. Promotion of science
and industry might take the centrestage
but endeavours to preserve our history,
culture, modern Indian languages and
classical languages shouldn’t lag too far
behind. Global trends suggest that while

departments of Indology are getting pro-
gressively replaced by South Asian Studies,
China is strengthening its soft power by
financing departments of Chinese stud-
ies. It is now up to the Indian universities
to open centres of excellence where clas-
sical cultures of the country may be taught
and translated. Unless UHNWIs come for-
ward and fund a project similar to
Narayan Murthy’s Harvard-based Murty
Classical Library, the onus of endowments
would be on the Government. 

As per reports compiled by NASS-
COM and PurpleLeap, both of which are
cited in the MHRD document, only 25 per
cent of India’s engineering graduates are
employable. Even interventional training
fails to brighten their prospects. Opening
more technical institutions without
emphasis on quality would only create a
national backlog of technocrats with a
sense of entitlement and huge education
loans to pay forward. As is promised in
the NEP draft and SNI, serious efforts
must be made to improve teaching stan-
dards in India. This alone will solve many
of the problems that afflict the education
sector as only inspired teachers can churn
out a globally-competitive workforce.
Teachers should be encouraged and
empowered to undertake research and
writings. At the same time, NRF should
not end as another bureaucratic super-
structure with every power to stall projects
and no resource to leverage.

Undoubtedly, the Finance Minister
will tread a tightrope, juggling between
inclusivity and resource augmentation.
Hopefully, some day, we would deliver on
our national commitment of devoting six
per cent of the GDP to education, first
envisaged in 1968. 

(The writer teaches English at the
University of Delhi)
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The Forest Survey of India (FSI)
had recently released its bien-
nial State of Forest Report,

2019 and civil society is busy in
analysing it. The FSI’s reports are
eagerly awaited by the Centre as they
apprise the Union Government of the
impact of its policies and an increase
in forest and tree cover is a huge polit-
ical gain. However, more often than
not, the political masters are unwill-
ing to acknowledge adverse impacts.
Thankfully, the current assessment
has shown an increase of 5,188 sq km
of forest and tree cover (3,976 sq km
of forest and 1,212 sq km of tree cover
outside recorded forests). The total
forest and tree cover in the country
is 80.7 million ha (Mha) which cor-

responds to 24.56 per cent of the
country’s geographic area. The carbon
stock is assessed at 7,124.6 million
tonnes, an increase of 42.6 million
tonnes compared to the 2017 assess-
ment. For accuracy, the growing
stock assessment was done with high-
er sampling intensity and uniformly-
spread sample plots. 

For the first time since 1985, this
year’s FSI report has provided
enhanced information by adding
more parameters. As around 32 Mha
of forests are intimately linked to the
livelihood of people living in 170,000
forest fringe villages, the FSI had cal-
culated the dependency of people in
each State for fuel wood, fodder, bam-
boo and small timber. The report
gives State-wise details of removal of
these items and per capita consump-
tion. This is pertinent information for
assessing the contribution of forests
to the Gross Domestic Product (GDP)
and also for infusion of financial and
technical resources for the manage-
ment of forests, as a big chunk are not
in a good shape. The ground-level
information on changes in biodiver-
sity and hydrology is key to combat-

ting climate change and in this year’s
report the biodiversity and wetlands
in 16 forest types have been assessed,
which will assist foresters in planning
management strategies. 

The report provides details of five
Non-Timber Forest Products
(NTFPs) for each State, which reflects
the contribution of this segment in the
livelihood of rural and tribal belts.
Most of the NTFP-producing trees
and shrubs are under threat of over-
exploitation and poor regeneration.
The planners, forest, tribal and rural
development ministries must have a
look at these statistics and plan their
regeneration and efficient manage-
ment accordingly. 

The study also highlights forests
occurring in different slopes, which
are an indicator of the stability of the
forest ecosystem. The report also
reveals the threat of invasive species
due to anthropological and climatic
reasons, in each State. 

It is well-known that around 28
per cent of the recorded forests (76.74
Mha) are without trees and comprise
snow-covered mountains, glaciers,
desert and inaccessible treeless rocky

areas above the tree line. These areas
are critical for our ecological and eco-
nomical lifeline and are a continuous
source of water for our rivers, agricul-
ture and forest biodiversity. They must
be integrated within the overall for-
est ecosystems though they may not
technically qualify as forests. If we add
this 21 Mha to the 80 Mha forest and
tree cover, then the ecological life-sus-
taining system comes to around 101
Mha. Planners, therefore, need to
spend at least a certain per cent of our
GDP on this land’s stability. 

The 71.22 Mha of forest cover
includes around 20 Mha of the
tree/forests having areas over more
than one ha outside recorded forest
areas. The areas less than one ha
(around 9.5 mha) outside recorded
forests are clubbed separately, which
brings us to the figure of 80.7 Mha of
total tree and forest cover and thus
24.56 per cent of the land mass. 

The report, however, gives a dis-
mal picture of forests in tribal districts,
showing a decrease of forest cover to
the tune of 741 sq km. The livelihood
of tribals is dependent on forests and
adequate steps must be taken for the

productive management of land vest-
ed under the Forest Rights Act. Either
the areas have been cleared of tree
growth due to encroachments or the
land use has changed in these forests.
Another area of concern is that a large
chunk of forests (30 Mha) are in the
open category. 

The report also gives a scary pic-
ture of the growing stock which
shows extremely poor count of mature
trees. Yet another worrying feature is
that 36 per cent of the forests area is
fire-prone. The North-east, central
India and Himalayan forests are los-
ing rich bio-diversity due to forest
fires, which must be curbed.

While the mandarins at the pol-
icy-making level have much to rejoice
as the report vindicates the hard work
put in by foresters in States, the new
parameters in the report are food for
thought for foresters and planners
alike to use the information for fine-
tuning forest governance. 

The report highlights that all is
not well scientifically with our forest
ecosystems and needs infusion of pol-
icy, institutional and technological
inputs with a pragmatic forward-look-

ing approach to forest management.
The State Governments must see the
tables for their areas and draw strate-
gies for sustainable management of
the forests. Unless this is done, the
euphoria of increase in forest cover
will be over in a few years.

The FSI had done a commend-
able job and the way this organisation’s
responsibilities are increasing, it needs
substantial enhancement in man-
power and technology so that it
meets its ever-increasing mandate —
like the recent Supreme Court order
on survey of illegal occupation of for-
est land. It is time its functioning is
reviewed and the post of DG FSI and
its regional centres need to be upgrad-
ed to attract and retain highly quali-
fied professionals. 

The organisation should be
upgraded to the level of an attached
office under the Ministry so that it can
give executive directions required
for better coordination with States in
the implementation of the policies laid
down by the Ministry. We owe this to
our forests.

(The author is a retired civil 
servant)
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IMF chief Kristalina
Georgieva on Friday said

growth slowdown in India
appears to be temporary and
that she expects the momen-
tum to improve going ahead.

The world appears a better
place in January 2020 com-
pared to what it was when IMF
announced its World
Economic Outlook in October
2019, she said at the World
Economic Forum (WEF) 2020
here.

She said the factors driving
this positive momentum
include receding trade tension
after the US-China first phase
trade deal and synchronised tax
cuts, among others.

She, however, said 3.3 per

cent is not a fantastic growth
rate for the world economy.

“It is still sluggish growth.
We want fiscal policies to be
more aggressive and we want
structural reforms and more
dynamism,” the Managing
Director of the International
Monetary Fund (IMF) said.

On Monday, the fund low-
ered growth estimate for the
world economy to 2.9 per cent
for 2019, citing “negative sur-
prises” in few emerging market
economies, especially India.

The IMF also revised
downwards its forecast for
India to 4.8 per cent for 
2019-20.

Regarding emerging mar-
kets, Georgieva on Friday said
they are also moving forward.

“We had a downgrade in

one large market India but we
believe that’s temporary. We
expect momentum to improve
further going ahead. There are
also some bright spots like
Indonesia and Vietnam,” she
noted.

According to Georgieva, a
number of African countries
are doing very well, but some

other nations like Mexico 
are not.

On risks ahead for the
global economy, the IMF chief
listed factors like weakness in
long-term productivity growth
and low inflation.

“We are living in a more
risk-prone world. It is only
January and there have been

events that are sparking risks
for the global economy,” she
added.

Releasing an update to its
World Economic Outlook
(WEO) on Monday, the IMF
had said global growth, esti-
mated at 2.9 per cent in 2019,
is projected to increase to 3.3
per cent in 2020 and 
inch up further to 3.4 per cent
in 2021.

Compared to the October
WEO forecast, the estimate
for 2019 and the projection for
2020 represent 0.1 percentage
point reductions for each year
while that for 2021 is 0.2 per-
centage point lower.

“A more subdued growth
forecast for India... Accounts
for the lion’s share of the down-
ward revisions,” it had said.
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India can end up with a real
GDP growth of five per cent

this financial year excluding the
inflation rate, Bibek Debroy, the
chairman of PM’s Economic
Advisory Council said on
Friday.

In the present scenario
achieving a nine per cent GDP
growth will be difficult, he
said at the Tata Steel Kolkata
Literary Meet here.

“The aspirational growth
rate could be between 6.5 per
cent to 7 per cent. At this stage
it will be difficult to 
attain nine per cent GDP
growth,” he said.

“This year the growth rate
will end at five per cent and this
is real and not nominal... Next
year, the GDP growth rate
could be anything between 6 to
6.5 per cent,” he said.

Recently IMF had pegged
India’s GDP growth at 4.8 per
cent for 2019-20, much less
than its October projection of
6.1 per cent.

Debroy said that Indian
economy at present is growing

in an environment which is
somewhat protectionist and
has declining exports.

“The period during which
the country grew at high GDP
growth rates like nine per cent,
the exports-to-GDP ratio was
20 per cent. But now with
developed countries resorting
to protectionism and after the
collapse of the WTO, contri-
bution of exports to GDP in a
large way does not seem pos-
sible”, he said.

Debroy said “With India
being strong in services and not
manufacturing, the country
will have to give some to get
some. It is a quid pro quo sit-
uation particularly in a region-
al trade bloc kind of arrange-
ment”.

On taxation regime, he
said that the country is moving
towards stable direct tax regime
without any exemption.

“Goods and Services Tax
(GST) is still work in progress.
GST was supposed to be rev-
enue neutral. But the govern-
ment has lost revenue post-
GST implementation, which is
not tenable,” Debroy said.
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With just a week left for the
budget, Reserve Bank

Governor Shaktikanta Das on
Friday called for structural
reforms and more fiscal mea-
sures to revive consumption
demand and the overall
growth, saying monetary pol-
icy has its own limitations to
achieve these objectives.

The Narendra Modi gov-
ernment in its second term will
present the first full budget next
Saturday, at a time when the
advance estimate of GDP has
projected nominal growth
plunging to a 48-year-low of 7.5
per cent and real growth hitting
an 11-year low of 5 per cent or
thereabout.

“Monetary policy has its
own limits. Structural reforms
and fiscal measures may have
to be continued and further
activated to provide a durable

push to demand and boost
growth,” Das told the students
of St Stephen’s College, Delhi,
his alma mater. The statement
has to be seen in the context of
growth hitting a six-year low of
4.5 percent in the September
quarter.

It can be noted that suc-
cessive GDP prints have been
hurtling down quarter after
quarter since the second term
of the Modi government.
Falling consumer price infla-
tion has given the legroom to
the central bank to cut interest
rates by a whopping 135 bps to

a nine-year low of 5.15 per cent
in four successive rate reduc-
tions between February and
October 2019.

Even a historic corporate
tax cut to a low 25 per cent last
August did not revive the ani-
mal spirit of the economy as
amidst falling demand compa-
nies are holding back invest-
ment into capacity addition as
most of them are under-utilis-
ing their installed capacity.

Das also listed out some of
the priority areas where struc-
tural reforms are necessary
and if carried out in earnest can
act as potential growth drivers
and through backward and
forward linkages can give sig-
nificant push to growth.

He called for prioritising
food processing industries,
tourism, e-commerce and star-
tups and also making the
domestic economy a part of the
global value chain.
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The Income Tax
Department’s searches on

the Bharat Hotels Group that
runs a chain of luxury units
under the Lalit Hotels brand
has led to the detection of
“undisclosed” foreign assets of
over �1,000 crore and huge
black money that the business
house has “stashed” abroad, the
CBDT said on Friday.

While the policy-making
body of the department did not
take any names in the state-
ment, official sources con-
firmed it to be the Bharat
Hotels Group that functions
under its Chief Managing
Director (CMD) Jyotsna Suri.

The department had
launched raids at 13 premises
of the group, Suri, and others
on January 19 in and around

Delhi.
“The investigation has suc-

cessfully lifted the veil leading
to detection of undisclosed
foreign assets of more than
�1,000 crore, apart from
domestic tax evasion of more
than �35 crore, which may lead
to consequences under the
Black Money Act, 2015, as
also, action under the I-T Act,
respectively,” the Central Board
of Direct Taxes (CBDT) said.

“Foreign assets include
investment in a hotel in the UK,
immovable properties in the
UK and the UAE and deposits
with foreign banks,” it said.

The CBDT said the group
is a “leading member of the
hospitality industry, running a
hotel abroad and a chain of lux-
ury hotels under a prominent
brand name situated at various
locations in India”.

New Delhi: The Supreme Court
Friday stayed the order of appel-
late tribunal NCLAT which
had dismissed the plea filed by
Registrar of Companies (RoC)
seeking impleadment and mod-
ification of its last month’s ver-
dict in the Tata-Mistry case.

In its January 6 order, the
National Company Law
Appellate Tribunal (NCLAT)
had rejected RoC’s plea saying
that no aspersions were cast on
the Registrar in terming as ille-
gal the decision to allow con-
version of Tata Sons Pvt Ltd
(TSPL) into a private company.

Aggrieved by the order,
TSPL filed a fresh appeal in the
apex court claiming that the
NCLAT, while dismissing
RoC’s plea, had assigned “fresh
and additional reasons” to sup-
port the conclusion reached by
it in its last month’s verdict.

The NCLAT verdict of
December 18, 2019, which had
restored Cyrus Mistry as the
executive chairman of the Tata
Group, has already been stayed
on January 10 by the apex court
which observed that there were
“lacunae” in the orders passed
by the appellate tribunal. 

The TSPL’s fresh appeal
came up for hearing on Friday
before a bench comprising Chief
Justice SA Bobde and Justices BR
Gavai and Surya Kant.

“We will pass the same
order,” the bench told senior
advocate Abhishek Manu
Singhvi, who was appearing for
Tata Sons Pvt Ltd, and stayed
the NCLAT’s order. The Bench
also issued notices to Cyrus
Mistry, Cyrus Investments Pvt
Ltd and others on the plea and
said it would be heard along
with the main matter. PTI


���� �8,�#89:�

Around 14.33 lakh jobs were
created in November 2019

as compared with 12.60 lakh in
the previous month, according
to payroll data of the
Employees’ State Insurance
Corporation (ESIC).

Gross enrolments of new
subscribers with ESIC were
1.49 crore during the entire
financial year 2018-19, the
National Statistical Office
(NSO) said in a report. It also
showed that during the
September 2017-November
2019 period, around 3.37 crore
new subscribers joined the
ESIC scheme.

The NSO’s report is based
on the payroll data of new sub-
scribers of various social secu-
rity schemes run by ESIC,
retirement fund body EPFO
and the Pension Fund
Regulatory and Development
Authority (PFRDA).

It has been releasing the
payroll data or new subscribers
data of these three bodies since
April 2018, covering a period
starting from September 2017.

The report showed that
gross new enrolments with the
ESIC during the September
2017-March 2018 period were
83.35 lakh.

A net of 11.62 lakh new
enrolments with the
Employees’ Provident Fund
Organisation (EPFO) were
recorded in November 2019,
compared with 6.47 lakh in
October last year.
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Union Minister Piyush
Goyal on Friday discussed

with World Trade Organization
chief Roberto Azevedo chal-
lenges in the multilateral trad-
ing system as well as India’s pre-
paredness to engage in reforms
aimed at bringing inclusivity
and transparency.

Goyal, who is here to
attend the World Economic
Forum (WEF) annual summit,
met European Union trade
commissioner Phil Hogan, for-
mer US Vice President Al
Gore, renowned economist
and Nobel laureate Michael
Spence, and Singapore’s
Minister-in-Charge of Trade
Relations S Iswaran, among
others.

He also held discussions
with Blackstone Group
Chairman, CEO and Co-
Founder Stephen A
Schwarzman, South Africa’s
Minister of Trade and Industry
Ebrahim Patel and ABB
Chairman and CEO Peter
Voser, according to a series of
tweets by Goyal.
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The insurance industry is
expecting more tax incen-

tives to increase the penetration
of life and general cover among
public in the upcoming Union
Budget.

In a pre-budget memo-
randum, the Life Insurance
Council has sought a separate
deduction in personal taxes or
an increase in the present limit
for the premium paid for indi-
vidual life policies.

Finance Minister Nirmala
Sitharaman is scheduled to
present the Budget for 
financial year 2020-21 on
February 1.

“We request Finance
Minister to consider a separate
deduction to be provided for
premium paid on individual
life policies,” Life Insurance
Council’s Secretary SN
Bhattacharya said.
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The Supreme Court on
Friday exempted Sahara

group chief Subrata Roy and
two other directors from per-
sonal appearance till “further
orders” in a case related to their
alleged failure in depositing
�25,700 crore in the SEBI-
Sahara account for returning
investors’ money.

The top court, on January
31 last year, had directed Roy
and two other directors, Ravi
Shankar Dubey and Ashok
Roy Choudhary, to personally
appear before it “to enable the
court to pass appropriate orders
so that the law can take its own
course and reach the desired
conclusion”.

It had said that the efforts
of the Sahara group to pay back
did not “inspire the confi-
dence of the court” as its order
for deposit of �25,700 crore has
not been complied with so far.

Roy was sent to the Tihar
Jail by the apex court on March
4, 2014 and came out on parole
after spending over two years
in prison on May 6, 2016 to
perform the last rites of his
mother Chhabi Roy. He has
been out of prison since then.New Delhi: Shares of Infosys on

Friday managed to pare some
losses after falling over 1 per cent
during the day amid reports that
market watchdog Sebi is likely to
call for forensic audit of books
of the company on whistle-
blower allegations of financial
irregularities at the firm.

The scrip declined 1.37
per cent to �773.80 during the
day on the BSE. Later, it closed

at �782.95, down 0.20 per cent.
At the NSE, shares of the

company fell 1.37 per cent to
�773.60 during the day. PTI
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Infosys on Friday said it has
not received any request

from Sebi for conducting fur-

ther investigation in the
whistleblower case where top
executives were accused of rig-
ging the company’s balance
sheet.
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Market benchmark index
BSE Sensex rose by 227

points on Friday, extending
gains for a second day after a
rally in banking and cement
stocks on hopes of a good bud-
get and financial results.

After opening on a weak
note, the 30-share BSE index
settled higher by 226.79 points
or 0.55 per cent at 41,613.19. It
hit an intra-day high of
41,697.03 and a low of
41,275.60.

The broader NSE Nifty
closed 67.90 points, or 0.56 per
cent, up at 12,248.25. 

Ultratech Cement was the
top gainer in the Sensex pack,
advancing 2.47 per cent after it
posted 80 per cent jump in
October-December net profit
to �712 crore.

Banking stocks gained
ahead of the Union budget for
2020-21. Axis Bank rose by
2.01 per cent, Kotak Bank by
1.98 per cent, ICICI Bank by
1.18 per cent while State Bank
of India advanced 0.25 per
cent.

HDFC rose by 1.02 per
cent while Bajaj Finance gained
1.56 per cent. Larsen & Toubro
gained 2.03 per cent, Titan by
1.91 per cent and
HeroMotoCorp by 1.53 per
cent. IT stocks Tech Mahindra
and HCL Tech advanced 2.43

per cent and 1.57 per cent,
respectively.

Vinod Nair, Head of
Research AT Geojit Financial
Services said, “In anticipation
of a good budget and Q3 result,
the pre-budget rally has been
solid. For this rally to maintain
a lot will depend on the actu-
al outcome of Budget & final
Q3 earnings trajectory, market
is turning a bit cautious before
the big event.”

Recovery in global markets
after the World Health
Organisation designated coro-
navirus infection an emer-
gency for China, but not yet for
the rest of the world, also
buoyed benchmarks.

Hemang Kapasi, portfolio
manager (equity investment
products) at Sanctum Wealth
Management said, “Market is
wholeheartedly rewarding the
stocks with stellar earnings
growth. Further, the senti-
ments are positive as the mar-
ket is expecting measures like
reduction in personal & capi-
tal gains tax in upcoming bud-
get.”

Among losers, PowerGrid
fell the most by 2.14 per cent,
followed by IndusInd Bank
which dropped 1.21 per cent. 

Infosys also edged lower by
0.20 per cent after SEBI said it
would seek a forensic audit of
the books of Infosys amid
whistle-blower allegations of

alleged financial irregularities
at the company.

Sun Pharma, RIL, HDFC
Bank, TCS and Maruti were
among the losers. 

Among sectoral indices,
BSE capital goods, consumer
durables, basic materials,
metal, industrials, bankex and
finance indices rallied up to
1.50 per cent, while energy and
oil and gas indices ended in the
red.

Broader BSE midcap and
smallcap indices jumped up to
0.77 per cent.

During the week, Sensex
shed 332.18 points or 0.79 per
cent, and Nifty gave up 104.10
points or 0.84 per cent.

“It has been a consolidat-
ed week for heavyweights due
to marginally lower than
expected result for IT, Banks
and Infra sector, while Mid &
Small caps are continuing its
positivity in expectation of
revival in growth & liquidity
from institutional investors,”
Nair commented.

Bourses in Hong Kong and
Japan ended on a positive note,
while markets in China, Taiwan
and South Korea were closed
for a holiday on Friday.

European markets were
also trading higher in their
early sessions.

Brent crude oil futures rose
0.15 per cent to USD 62.13 per
barrel.
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The rupee depreciated by 7

paise to close at 71.33 against the
US dollar on Friday due to dol-
lar demand from importers amid
a correction in crude oil prices fol-
lowing outbreak of coronavirus in
China.  Gains in the US dollar
against the world currencies also
weighed on the rupee sentiment.

At the Interbank foreign
exchange market, the domestic
currency opened weak at 71.34
against the previous close of
71.26. The unit recovered to a
high of 71.22 later after a rally in
domestic stocks, but it erased
gains due to dollar demand from
importers. The Indian currency
finally settled at 71.33, registering
a loss of 7 paise over the previous
close.

“USD/INR has been trading
in a very border range for 71.00
- 71.50 this entire week. Lower
oil prices has offset month-end
dollar demand which has kept
USDINR in tight range. Going
forward, next week FOMC
meeting and India’s union bud-
get will keep rupee on an edge.
Also a major development on
China coronavirus can be a
spoilsport. Overall for next
week, USD/INR is expected to
trade in a range which crucial
supports placed at 71.05 and
71.60 can act as a major resis-
tances,” Rahul Gupta, head of
research (currency), Emkay
Global Financial Services said.
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The country’s foreign
exchange reserves rose

USD 943 million to touch a
life-time high of USD 462.16
billion in the week ended
January 17, according to the lat-
est data from the RBI. In the
previous week, the reserves
had increased by USD 58 mil-
lion to USD 461.21 billion.

In the reporting week, the
rise in reserves was mainly on
account of an increase in for-
eign currency assets, a major
component of the overall
reserves, which rose by USD
867 million to USD 428.45 bil-
lion, the data released by the
Reserve Bank of India (RBI) on
Friday showed.

Expressed in dollar terms,
the foreign currency assets
include the effect of apprecia-
tion or depreciation of non-US
units like the euro, pound and
yen held in the foreign
exchange reserves.

In the reporting week, gold
reserves increased USD 70 mil-
lion to USD 28.56 billion. 

The special drawing rights
with the International
Monetary Fund (IMF) were up
by USD 3 million to USD 1.45
billion. The country’s reserve
position with the IMF rose by
USD 3 million to USD 3.70 bil-
lion, the data showed. 
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New Delhi: JSW Steel on Friday posted an 88.33
per cent decline in its consolidated net profit to
�187 crore for the December 2019 quarter. The
company had posted a consolidated net profit
of �1,603 crore in the year-ago period, JSW Steel
said in a filing to the BSE. “The net profit after
tax for the quarter was �187 crore, after incor-
porating the financials of subsidiaries and joint
ventures,” the company said in a statement.

Its consolidated income during the October-
December 2019 period was �18,182 crore, reg-
istering a fall of 10.6 per cent over the year-ago
period, the filing said. The company’s crude steel
production during the October-December 2019
period stood at 4.02 million tonne (MT), up five
per cent quarter-on-quarter. After a weak
momentum during the first half of the year, the
current quarter witnessed a turnaround in busi-
ness sentiment and better liquidity conditions, dri-
ving an overall improvement in steel demand and
pricing from November onwards, the statement
said. On the outlook, the company said the
domestic steel sector was expected to grow sig-
nificantly on the back of various initiatives of the
government pertaining to the domestic infra-
structure and supportive monetary policies. 
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New Delhi: State-owned Indian Bank on Friday
reported 62.3 per cent jump in net profit at
�247.16 crore for December quarter 2019-20,
mainly due to reduction in bad loans. The bank’s
profit in the year-ago period stood at �152.26
crore. Total income during the quarter under
review was �6,505.62 crore, up from �5,269.10
crore in the same period a year ago, Indian Bank
said in a BSE filing. 

The bank’s net non-performing assets
(NPAs) as a percentage of assets reduced to 3.5
per cent during October-December 2019-20
from 4.42 per cent in the year-ago period.
Similarly, the percentage of gross NPA was lower

at 7.2 per cent as against 7.46 per cent. In
absolute terms, net NPAs stood at �6,487.58
crore. This compares with �7,571.07 crore in the
third quarter of the last financial year. The bank
further said it had made provisioning of
�1,529.26 crore towards bad loans and contin-
gencies. During October-December 2018-19, the
provisioning stood at �923.67 crore. 

The bank has provided �1,004 crore for
divergence in provisioning and also re-classified
three standard accounts amounting to �184 crore
as fresh NPA, the filing added.
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Mumbai: Largest cement maker Ultratech on
Friday reported a consolidated net income of
�712 crore for the October-December quarter,
up 80 per cent from �396 crore in the year-ago
period. Consolidated revenue of the Birla
Group flagship firm slipped to �10,176 crore
from �10,294 crore, the company said in a state-
ment. However, the management did not offer
any reason for the fall in top line or what pushed
up the bottom line.

On a standalone basis, net income stood at
�643 crore, up from �433 crore in the year ago
period, the company said in a statement. 

The company said it has made a provision
of �133 crore under the legacy dispute resolu-
tion scheme 2019, announced by the govern-
ment as part of other expenditure, against var-
ious disputed and contingent liabilities and that
had it not been for this the net income would
have been higher by this amount. Since some
signs of revival have been visible in some mar-
kets during the latter part of the reporting quar-
ter, this, together with the government com-
mitment to revive the economy and the thrust
on infrastructure spending, augur well for
growth revival, it said as part of its business out-
look. During the quarter Ultratech acquired
group company Century’s cement business
after the scheme of demerger became effective
October 1.    PTI
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Script Open High Low LTP
YESBANK 41.10 45.00 41.10 42.75
AAVAS 1997.25 2044.95 1892.05 1951.00
INFY 776.00 786.20 773.80 782.95
APLLTD 594.45 600.55 587.70 590.20
RELIANCE 1528.00 1536.45 1518.65 1521.70
LTI 1933.00 1974.40 1922.80 1956.65
FRETAIL 345.00 345.00 323.25 334.10
IBULHSGFIN 321.50 326.35 316.40 322.70
HDFCBANK 1247.70 1254.00 1239.50 1244.15
ESCORTS 713.30 728.80 710.80 724.10
ICICIBANK 528.05 537.10 527.20 533.95
AUBANK 987.00 1097.70 970.95 1073.20
TATASTEEL 480.35 484.90 476.60 483.25
ULTRACEMCO 4541.00 4679.85 4452.15 4641.05
AXISBANK 725.00 741.80 721.00 737.30
SBIN 323.25 327.30 321.25 324.05
MOTHERSUMI 140.60 147.65 140.30 144.85
LT 1333.00 1368.00 1331.55 1359.80
JINDALSTEL 178.15 189.70 178.00 188.95
ADANIGAS 157.00 177.50 148.00 175.30
BHARTIARTL 520.10 527.20 514.20 524.05
AMBUJACEM 213.60 216.90 212.75 215.85
PEL 1687.55 1725.00 1662.60 1676.55
IDEA 6.02 6.10 5.78 6.05
TCS 2193.45 2193.45 2170.60 2184.60
TATAMOTORS 188.40 190.95 185.15 186.45
TITAN 1211.00 1230.35 1206.15 1227.05
MUTHOOTFIN 761.55 766.75 750.50 752.15
BAJFINANCE 4130.00 4205.00 4112.20 4192.95
KOTAKBANK 1607.00 1647.00 1587.80 1643.95
DISHTV 13.90 14.68 13.80 14.28
UPL 544.00 564.30 542.00 543.25
PNBHOUSING 505.00 508.85 476.80 482.55
ATUL 4396.85 4612.00 4396.85 4599.60
DLF 262.50 265.75 261.15 262.80
INDUSINDBK 1330.30 1345.00 1309.00 1316.00
MARUTI 7150.00 7209.95 7115.15 7127.00
ZEEL 282.00 285.60 279.10 280.80
HDFC 2427.95 2458.95 2413.10 2450.90
MGL 1186.45 1198.40 1176.00 1181.00
HINDUNILVR 2060.00 2079.00 2052.00 2073.05
RBLBANK 339.00 339.80 327.50 329.45
BATAINDIA 1802.00 1850.20 1802.00 1847.30

ADANIENT 226.20 232.00 219.05 229.75
BIOCON 289.00 296.15 282.55 294.45
FDC 232.00 241.05 227.15 229.75
JUSTDIAL 619.00 623.65 604.15 607.50
IOC 121.10 121.70 119.00 119.45
L&TFH 119.10 122.00 118.50 119.90
NAM-INDIA 348.80 362.30 348.75 359.75
COLPAL 1494.90 1520.00 1491.05 1513.95
PAGEIND 25819.15 26891.00 25802.45 26170.85
SIEMENS 1583.35 1628.00 1582.00 1624.50
ASIANPAINT 1777.00 1800.00 1777.00 1786.10
INDIGO 1466.00 1513.20 1462.00 1500.95
PVR 1895.00 1973.30 1876.10 1958.15
BANKBARODA 95.20 96.55 94.85 95.60
MCX 1380.00 1409.00 1361.00 1365.25
RAMCOCEM 860.80 871.65 855.85 868.30
AUROPHARMA 492.25 504.00 491.70 501.05
RPOWER 2.24 2.27 2.07 2.07
TATAGLOBAL 393.10 394.80 383.85 384.60
NIITTECH 1986.00 1986.00 1901.70 1932.45
INDIANB 105.10 110.25 86.00 105.30
COALINDIA 193.90 196.25 192.25 193.95
ISEC 443.00 483.80 440.55 472.40
HINDPETRO 248.90 249.10 244.00 244.70
ITC 237.90 239.10 237.05 238.10
WOCKPHARMA 281.70 302.90 280.00 299.05
JSWSTEEL 266.00 273.65 265.50 271.95
SUNPHARMA 450.70 452.90 446.65 447.70
GAYAPROJ 73.30 73.30 69.65 69.65
HDFCLIFE 610.00 611.00 603.00 607.00
SPICEJET 100.90 101.60 98.40 98.75
GODREJPROP 1025.35 1060.00 1013.15 1056.10
GNFC 205.50 214.95 202.00 208.05
PFC 115.10 118.30 114.30 116.55
DABUR 494.40 502.00 491.55 500.30
POWERGRID 195.60 198.20 194.35 196.95
SBILIFE 981.00 1019.65 977.45 999.70
UJJIVAN 345.90 366.05 342.75 363.30
MFSL 520.90 533.85 519.35 526.70
CANBK 222.40 224.00 217.45 218.60
BHEL 43.65 45.20 43.40 45.00
JAICORPLTD 116.45 118.25 115.00 115.65
PIDILITIND 1444.60 1462.70 1438.90 1457.25

MRF 69719.95 70877.05 69501.50 70516.25
GRAPHITE 324.00 327.35 317.00 317.95
ADANIGREEN 190.00 194.90 182.75 190.00
SAIL 50.30 51.50 50.10 51.05
FEDERALBNK 92.75 96.95 92.75 96.00
WESTLIFE 423.00 452.40 416.80 441.20
EQUITAS 105.50 111.15 105.15 110.45
M&M 565.35 572.00 564.75 567.80
CIPLA 465.80 467.80 456.60 458.10
LICHSGFIN 476.00 476.00 459.00 461.40
BPCL 469.00 473.40 465.00 466.35
ONGC 118.95 119.80 117.35 118.35
DMART 1930.00 1960.00 1920.00 1949.75
CGCL 194.00 196.30 187.00 190.30
NAUKRI 2601.50 2755.00 2601.50 2705.45
ICICIPRULI 506.00 521.80 505.00 519.75
NMDC 128.50 131.15 126.75 128.75
RADICO 356.00 382.20 351.50 380.35
SUNTV 496.00 510.40 491.95 496.80
TECHM 767.00 788.85 763.75 787.35
PNB 61.80 62.80 61.70 62.35
BEL 102.20 103.55 101.35 101.80
HDFCAMC 3231.95 3244.00 3195.00 3207.95
ASHOKLEY 86.60 87.50 86.20 86.50
APOLLOHOSP 1690.10 1690.10 1650.00 1669.15
ALLCARGO 106.40 117.05 106.20 112.25
CANFINHOME 479.00 484.35 471.00 473.10
GRASIM 810.00 824.45 804.00 822.10
HEROMOTOCO 2434.00 2473.90 2428.40 2468.90
NBCC 36.50 38.05 36.15 37.45
HCLTECH 600.00 609.25 596.20 607.70
JUBLFOOD 1770.00 1818.60 1770.00 1810.35
VOLTAS 704.80 731.05 704.80 723.80
VEDL 154.20 157.00 153.80 155.80
AVANTI 725.00 725.00 709.45 714.50
OMAXE 158.80 158.80 155.20 155.40
HAVELLS 621.35 627.65 614.55 622.85
NATIONALUM 46.10 47.05 45.65 46.50
EXIDEIND 199.90 206.10 199.55 204.35
BAJAJFINSV 9511.00 9648.75 9485.00 9634.15
BRITANNIA 3118.65 3211.60 3118.65 3191.55
MANAPPURAM 184.75 188.95 183.50 187.95
GAIL 131.70 131.70 129.10 129.50
RAJESHEXPO 719.90 724.00 713.00 715.50
HINDALCO 204.65 207.65 202.35 205.35
BANDHANBNK 479.70 484.70 472.00 481.50
INFRATEL 242.15 245.75 238.50 244.25
GUJGAS 291.55 298.00 290.85 294.70
EICHERMOT 20965.45 21150.00 20800.00 20898.35
NTPC 113.80 116.30 113.60 114.75
STAR 415.25 422.90 410.10 414.75
MARICO 334.00 341.15 333.50 340.40
BOMDYEING 86.80 89.60 86.80 89.10
RELCAPITAL 10.20 10.21 9.79 9.81
GICRE 256.75 273.90 253.05 265.95
SRF 3631.70 3721.55 3631.70 3663.35
GSFC 90.65 95.50 88.85 94.35
IGL 490.90 499.00 489.00 496.25
CUMMINSIND 573.35 606.45 571.55 595.35
DIXON 4200.00 4250.00 4081.00 4197.05
NCC 58.75 59.80 58.05 59.00
NESTLEIND 15533.00 15855.00 15519.00 15750.40
BERGEPAINT 555.00 567.35 555.00 559.70
M&MFIN 366.00 371.20 363.00 368.75
HEG 1140.00 1140.00 1118.00 1121.70
POLYCAB 1013.00 1024.00 1004.00 1019.45
TATAMTRDVR 79.10 80.45 78.60 78.85
RCF 54.00 56.50 53.55 56.25
ACC 1550.10 1570.90 1543.00 1565.00
GRANULES 160.00 160.00 153.55 154.55
NHPC 26.30 28.30 26.25 27.45
TATAPOWER 60.15 61.95 59.70 61.15
BBTC 1140.00 1213.80 1133.80 1198.10
RAIN 122.80 126.80 121.90 122.55
IBREALEST 101.10 102.80 99.00 100.95
GHCL 194.50 194.60 191.40 192.15
EDELWEISS 98.30 98.30 92.00 92.35
RVNL 26.70 27.00 26.15 26.35
MEGH 63.75 66.30 62.80 65.20
CHOLAFIN 331.05 331.05 320.65 323.95
RELINFRA 22.25 22.50 21.65 21.95
FORCEMOT 1470.00 1472.00 1414.60 1430.50
TVSMOTOR 466.00 474.00 462.80 468.80
ADANIPOWER 63.35 64.40 62.60 63.50
IDFCFIRSTB 43.60 44.25 43.50 43.95
VINATIORGA 2189.00 2250.00 2180.00 2232.15
KEI 532.70 551.00 531.50 548.50
AMBER 1365.80 1378.25 1353.00 1367.60
FORTIS 154.50 155.15 151.75 153.85
ESSELPRO 178.00 197.00 177.90 184.70
IRB 115.00 115.85 113.25 114.70
JINDALSAW 99.60 101.30 96.80 97.10
RECLTD 138.70 142.45 138.50 141.45
ADANIPORTS 384.60 387.20 380.50 384.75
TORNTPHARM 2025.00 2061.05 2025.00 2036.90
JKCEMENT 1305.85 1390.00 1305.85 1379.75
CONCOR 553.10 562.90 553.10 561.15
QUESS 584.15 627.00 583.25 619.85
DIVISLAB 1888.00 1915.35 1886.30 1912.10
BEML 1000.00 1009.40 991.50 996.95
CARERATING 674.60 674.60 642.90 659.45
SPARC 185.65 188.00 183.85 185.85
JMFINANCIL 107.85 110.00 105.80 108.75
TATAELXSI 966.45 973.80 959.35 962.55
ICICIGI 1333.00 1355.00 1324.00 1349.40
WIPRO 249.85 249.85 246.35 247.55
DCAL 83.40 85.80 80.25 81.85
PRESTIGE 404.00 405.20 376.00 381.25

ABCAPITAL 106.00 107.75 105.00 105.40
WELCORP 170.80 173.60 169.90 170.65
AMARAJABAT 793.95 811.25 793.45 806.05
VIPIND 456.00 474.80 451.30 461.55
OIL 140.00 143.35 139.75 142.20
DELTACORP 194.10 197.95 194.10 195.10
GLENMARK 350.00 355.85 349.75 350.80
ASHOKA 115.00 121.40 114.10 118.75
LTTS 1727.00 1739.90 1695.80 1734.05
LALPATHLAB 1642.05 1720.05 1642.05 1701.45
SRTRANSFIN 1095.00 1097.80 1081.80 1083.20
NOCIL 121.00 121.45 119.00 119.45
CREDITACC 812.30 849.50 800.00 838.85
TORNTPOWER 320.00 324.70 319.20 322.25
PIIND 1493.70 1502.00 1480.00 1498.75
ITI 91.30 92.30 90.00 91.05
GMRINFRA 24.00 24.35 23.75 24.20
TIMKEN 970.00 996.40 948.00 987.30
CASTROLIND 132.00 132.50 128.50 129.55
LUPIN 737.00 744.35 735.90 740.10
DRREDDY 3042.00 3046.70 3025.45 3028.05
NIACL 163.70 169.00 162.00 166.00
GSPL 252.85 257.25 252.40 253.15
SUDARSCHEM 478.00 493.00 475.65 477.90
PETRONET 279.95 279.95 275.55 276.70
TATACHEM 758.90 761.80 753.10 755.35
WELSPUNIND 50.35 50.35 47.65 47.95
INDIACEM 86.95 88.45 86.50 86.80
ZENSARTECH 188.00 188.00 172.00 174.30
DCBBANK 184.00 184.30 180.50 181.85
SONATSOFTW 332.50 347.40 332.50 341.75
BHARATFORG 517.30 524.60 512.10 521.75
TRENT 594.00 594.55 576.25 583.35
JKLAKSHMI 345.00 369.50 344.95 366.80
ENDURANCE 1125.00 1181.00 1125.00 1173.65
MINDTREE 901.65 901.65 889.25 892.45
JSLHISAR 79.70 82.40 79.50 81.25
VBL 839.95 853.90 839.95 849.70
APOLLOTYRE 175.80 178.75 174.65 177.45
RAYMOND 678.00 685.95 671.45 674.75
STRTECH 133.00 133.60 130.55 131.65
BALKRISIND 1114.30 1122.00 1099.55 1105.05
PHILIPCARB 142.20 142.35 138.30 138.60
DEEPAKFERT 111.10 115.50 111.00 114.70
COCHINSHIP 400.00 404.00 390.30 396.85
INOXLEISUR 404.70 415.00 398.00 409.80
TATAINVEST 892.20 933.90 892.20 907.65
SOUTHBANK 11.15 11.25 11.03 11.19
BALRAMCHIN 183.00 183.65 175.80 177.40
PCJEWELLER 22.85 23.70 22.75 22.95
UBL 1265.00 1280.15 1261.50 1275.65
BAJAJ-AUTO 3087.00 3092.00 3068.85 3073.55
KTKBANK 74.00 75.90 74.00 75.65
DEEPAKNI 406.40 406.40 395.05 399.05
JUBILANT 636.65 636.65 618.80 621.25
SUNTECK 395.15 403.40 393.60 397.60
MINDAIND 405.65 424.20 405.65 419.95
IIFL 171.95 172.30 167.65 169.00
SHREECEM 22950.00 23317.90 22895.80 23148.35
HINDCOPPER 45.00 47.30 44.90 46.65
NESCO 778.00 778.00 754.00 756.75
WHIRLPOOL 2449.95 2474.70 2383.00 2435.65
SUPREMEIND 1340.00 1340.00 1297.35 1321.35
GODREJCP 740.00 750.95 737.10 748.55
INFIBEAM 58.90 59.65 58.25 58.40
RALLIS 231.30 232.00 227.15 227.80
JCHAC 2398.00 2458.00 2340.00 2412.50
PHOENIXLTD 872.85 872.85 840.10 852.20
SUZLON 2.54 2.54 2.46 2.48
HSCL 69.45 70.75 68.55 69.70
SCHNEIDER 82.60 88.40 82.60 86.05
IPCALAB 1228.15 1235.00 1216.10 1223.35
KEC 335.00 342.00 333.25 335.20
CADILAHC 267.15 274.20 267.15 271.95
GODFRYPHLP 1394.60 1407.10 1373.65 1379.25
INDOSTAR 240.00 265.95 240.00 260.45
NAVINFLUOR 1071.50 1098.90 1065.85 1084.65
JSWENERGY 67.00 68.85 66.75 67.35
IDFC 37.10 37.30 36.70 37.05
ITDC 309.25 317.40 306.60 308.40
MOTILALOFS 844.30 852.40 821.15 830.20
TV18BRDCST 26.25 27.60 26.25 26.70
CHAMBLFERT 171.70 174.25 169.50 170.10
CHENNPETRO 144.10 147.05 143.35 145.10
PFIZER 4070.00 4219.05 4070.00 4165.75
HUDCO 42.35 43.30 41.90 42.85
VENKYS 1776.10 1786.45 1760.30 1763.30
HINDZINC 209.15 209.55 207.30 207.75
COROMANDEL 615.00 617.90 594.85 605.80
MRPL 45.10 47.30 45.10 47.00
BOSCHLTD 15059.65 15222.00 14934.00 15019.50
TATACOFFEE 104.00 105.40 102.60 103.35
FSL 43.95 44.40 43.40 43.60
LEMONTREE 50.80 53.90 50.35 52.50
SCI 61.45 61.75 61.00 61.10
RITES 317.05 318.85 315.00 316.25
VAIBHAVGBL 933.85 980.00 928.00 973.45
ALKEM 2333.00 2353.05 2323.00 2351.55
METROPOLIS 1655.95 1706.20 1646.65 1677.90
PGHL 4460.00 4473.00 4386.35 4411.20
APLAPOLLO 2015.00 2070.00 2010.35 2031.20
JKTYRE 81.70 82.65 81.10 81.50
CEATLTD 1014.10 1022.20 1000.35 1004.20
IEX 177.40 180.65 174.75 177.75
HEXAWARE 349.90 349.90 339.00 343.15
OBEROIRLTY 558.00 569.80 553.75 565.10
GARFIBRES 1407.00 1540.80 1407.00 1516.80
PTC 61.30 61.85 60.55 60.95

GICHSGFIN 157.60 165.00 156.50 157.15
UNIONBANK 52.45 53.00 52.25 52.35
GLAXO 1633.95 1664.85 1630.15 1638.35
ORIENTBANK 54.45 55.35 54.05 54.40
ADANITRANS 328.30 334.90 326.80 333.30
SWANENERGY 118.25 119.00 117.00 118.05
NATCOPHARM 654.15 664.70 652.50 660.10
SJVN 25.75 26.30 25.60 25.85
KAJARIACER 572.00 577.90 567.80 574.05

MIDHANI 165.90 169.70 165.90 168.05
EIDPARRY 228.25 233.00 227.75 231.40
RELAXO 678.00 696.00 677.50 691.75
BIRLACORPN 762.00 771.10 747.55 763.40
RESPONIND 93.05 93.75 91.35 91.50
HEIDELBERG 204.95 204.95 201.30 202.40
DBL 430.00 430.00 416.35 417.60
BDL 305.50 307.20 302.00 303.40
ENGINERSIN 100.45 101.50 99.80 100.10
KANSAINER 518.40 523.80 516.50 521.95
BANKINDIA 67.55 68.30 67.40 67.70
SHANKARA 417.45 428.90 397.10 402.35
WABAG 223.40 225.40 216.50 218.35
JSL 44.30 45.55 44.15 45.30
BAJAJHLDNG 3446.00 3446.00 3326.45 3339.45
EMAMILTD 334.75 340.00 333.25 336.60
CENTRUM 23.45 23.60 22.65 22.80
MMTC 22.30 23.15 22.00 22.20
FINEORG 2223.50 2270.00 2194.00 2235.00
ITDCEM 66.40 66.45 63.30 63.80
DHANUKA 455.50 469.20 447.65 467.00
BLUESTARCO 838.00 860.60 837.65 840.95
CESC 742.40 757.60 740.70 752.85
ABFRL 233.90 237.10 231.60 234.75
TRIDENT 7.19 7.27 7.15 7.17
IDBI 35.40 35.75 35.20 35.45
CENTURYPLY 172.00 172.95 170.65 171.95
PARAGMILK 151.00 151.00 147.50 148.50
GILLETTE 6370.00 6370.00 6275.00 6297.35
ERIS 507.00 516.00 506.80 509.30
DALBHARAT 858.55 871.95 848.00 865.65
NLCINDIA 55.70 58.70 55.50 57.80
CCL 197.30 199.00 194.55 195.20
3MINDIA 22532.15 22532.15 22246.95 22318.95
INDHOTEL 144.90 145.55 143.80 144.95
THERMAX 1068.00 1089.45 1067.05 1084.00
INTELLECT 170.10 172.65 169.75 170.75
ALBK 18.80 19.30 18.65 18.80
SOBHA 445.90 446.95 437.70 439.35
CROMPTON 260.50 263.00 259.85 262.00
GMDCLTD 67.40 69.65 65.05 65.80
NH 358.00 361.00 353.65 356.70
IFCI 6.55 6.56 6.44 6.51
VMART 1934.35 1984.70 1904.30 1969.05
BLISSGVS 146.60 146.90 143.10 144.10
PGHH 11287.75 11342.30 11240.00 11298.60
REPCOHOME 337.40 338.00 328.00 331.70
BAJAJELEC 383.40 386.70 380.00 381.00
BAJAJCON 235.10 235.10 231.60 232.25
HFCL 17.25 17.30 17.05 17.10
ADVENZYMES 182.75 186.50 177.50 182.55
MAHINDCIE 173.40 178.50 171.30 176.00
JYOTHYLAB 157.00 164.90 156.80 162.25
MOIL 158.60 158.95 153.80 154.45
AEGISLOG 211.35 212.80 208.20 209.95
FINOLEXIND 545.00 565.90 541.70 558.95
JAMNAAUTO 44.70 45.40 44.70 44.95
CYIENT 489.90 496.00 487.30 491.50
MPHASIS 912.40 921.80 902.25 907.90
LAXMIMACH 3668.15 3677.80 3622.05 3629.95
ABBOTINDIA 12655.85 12745.00 12551.20 12601.50
GODREJAGRO 556.00 563.00 554.60 557.05
PRSMJOHNSN 72.25 73.90 71.30 72.85
KRBL 284.10 284.60 277.95 280.15
DHFL 16.10 16.20 15.95 16.05
MAXINDIA 90.45 91.00 87.65 88.85
ASTERDM 164.45 168.60 163.00 163.95
IBULISL 126.35 128.00 121.90 123.55
JBCHEPHARM 495.55 503.50 493.00 497.40
BASF 1020.30 1035.45 1001.05 1008.75
SYMPHONY 1262.00 1286.20 1249.95 1276.25
GUJALKALI 426.40 432.85 422.00 424.60
FCONSUMER 25.00 25.15 24.50 24.55
CUB 240.00 240.00 236.15 237.85
IRCON 438.00 439.00 433.80 434.80
UFLEX 222.40 222.95 220.40 221.40
DBCORP 148.50 149.25 139.35 142.00
LUXIND 1525.00 1535.00 1490.20 1497.70
PERSISTENT 734.00 736.60 723.50 726.30
SYNGENE 306.85 311.40 304.00 307.90
TCIEXP 769.00 795.00 769.00 789.30
VGUARD 229.50 230.30 226.05 228.25

BAYERCROP 4019.00 4157.90 4019.00 4130.05
GODREJIND 431.30 441.05 429.45 438.90
JISLJALEQS 8.00 8.29 7.95 8.29
BLUEDART 2840.00 2840.00 2728.30 2752.30
GREAVESCOT 143.25 143.80 141.70 143.15
ASTRAL 1106.30 1114.80 1093.55 1106.60
HIMATSEIDE 138.30 138.85 135.55 136.15
SANOFI 6611.00 6712.15 6604.25 6628.55
OFSS 2975.00 2995.15 2962.00 2987.55
KNRCON 289.90 292.95 287.45 291.90
SHOPERSTOP 412.60 421.75 409.65 418.00
MAHSCOOTER 4339.25 4379.00 4339.25 4352.75
VSTIND 4520.00 4578.00 4500.00 4549.95
RATNAMANI 1220.45 1237.20 1213.05 1226.95
TIMETECHNO 58.05 59.40 57.50 58.35
CENTRALBK 19.00 19.40 19.00 19.25
ASTRAZEN 2531.10 2552.50 2502.20 2515.55
AJANTPHARM 1182.60 1193.70 1166.45 1179.40
TAKE 105.30 107.15 104.00 104.55
TNPL 189.10 194.30 187.40 192.85
VARROC 486.95 500.00 484.65 489.05
LAURUSLABS 415.00 418.00 410.15 411.95
HAL 853.90 869.80 851.00 853.45
GALAXYSURF 1470.00 1509.30 1470.00 1481.70
J&KBANK 29.00 29.15 28.75 28.90
CORPBANK 24.10 24.30 24.05 24.15
PNCINFRA 197.00 197.50 194.90 195.95
ECLERX 670.00 681.45 665.40 670.90
SUNDRMFAST 507.60 517.00 505.65 515.10
MAHSEAMLES 400.05 409.90 400.00 406.65
REDINGTON 116.75 116.75 115.30 115.55
WABCOINDIA 6599.00 6688.00 6599.00 6674.65
INOXWIND 42.00 42.10 39.65 41.40
JAGRAN* 69.70 69.95 69.00 69.75
GEPIL 678.85 705.35 673.15 686.20
LINDEINDIA 716.90 722.75 713.20 715.15
KALPATPOWR 457.00 461.70 454.95 460.05
CRISIL 1796.70 1817.20 1791.20 1799.65
GSKCONS 8948.65 8950.00 8898.85 8929.05
FINCABLES 414.95 415.75 411.00 413.95
GDL 133.25 133.30 130.70 132.40
CHOLAHLDNG 557.00 562.30 545.00 556.80
GRINDWELL 639.15 647.95 634.10 639.60
GESHIP 346.25 347.60 340.00 342.15
SCHAEFFLER 4650.00 4657.35 4582.10 4626.55
BALMLAWRIE 129.75 129.75 123.30 123.75
DCMSHRIRAM 399.90 401.80 391.35 394.05
HONAUT 26887.80 27119.40 26855.35 26954.00
MAGMA 65.65 66.65 64.00 65.00
MINDACORP 107.95 109.55 106.55 107.00
CAPPL 293.00 295.30 290.10 291.65
AIAENG 1780.00 1806.60 1736.70 1744.95
TEJASNET 84.50 86.55 84.00 85.05
KPITTECH 98.80 103.00 98.80 101.45
SYNDIBANK 27.90 27.90 27.65 27.70
TEAMLEASE 2714.80 2750.00 2682.00 2733.70
TATAMETALI 636.25 641.65 624.50 629.85
SIS 505.00 531.10 502.95 519.20
TTKPRESTIG 5950.00 6044.30 5950.00 6022.80
TIINDIA 518.35 525.35 518.35 520.25
IOB 11.16 11.21 10.95 11.02
NILKAMAL 1468.00 1468.80 1449.00 1450.40
UNITEDBNK 9.11 9.40 9.00 9.08
GPPL 91.00 92.00 89.50 89.80
MAHLIFE 412.25 418.35 411.55 412.45
SADBHAV 134.25 134.80 133.15 134.35
GET&D 163.30 164.15 160.00 160.95
AKZOINDIA 2021.65 2024.70 2000.00 2011.80
TVSSRICHAK 1740.00 1778.00 1717.00 1728.00
ZYDUSWELL 1519.25 1520.00 1484.00 1489.85
THYROCARE 550.35 554.40 546.40 549.10
MASFIN 883.00 895.00 883.00 890.55
ORIENTCEM 84.20 86.20 84.20 84.95
VTL 1026.95 1053.00 1025.00 1052.50
ORIENTELEC 209.00 214.00 207.45 210.15
SOLARINDS 1159.70 1189.80 1159.70 1183.85
MAHABANK 13.40 13.43 13.25 13.30
LAKSHVILAS 15.90 16.05 15.60 15.90
SOMANYCERA 227.00 227.00 217.80 219.75
NBVENTURES 90.25 90.60 89.50 89.95
SHILPAMED 263.25 264.00 257.70 259.95
UCOBANK 16.15 16.20 16.05 16.10
EIHOTEL 149.00 149.10 146.55 146.95
SKFINDIA 2198.60 2231.15 2193.00 2204.50
BRIGADE 228.85 232.00 226.85 228.85
HATHWAY 20.00 20.45 19.95 20.05
MHRIL 238.10 244.40 236.55 240.80
KPRMILL 682.80 695.00 678.50 689.50
ARVINDFASN 408.55 411.45 403.00 404.10
ANDHRABANK 17.00 17.15 17.00 17.05
CERA 2658.25 2696.20 2629.00 2677.85
MAHLOG 420.85 428.00 415.10 419.75
VRLLOG 260.00 268.80 260.00 267.20
NETWORK18 27.05 28.15 27.05 27.60
LAOPALA 172.40 179.70 171.50 177.30
IFBIND 685.30 688.45 670.00 671.65
FLFL 406.60 416.50 403.95 411.95
SHK 115.45 115.70 113.75 114.00
CARBORUNIV 335.90 341.60 335.90 340.40
STARCEMENT 88.75 91.55 88.75 89.95
CHALET 346.95 346.95 336.70 338.00
TVTODAY 249.00 250.35 245.65 247.25
GULFOILLUB 815.00 816.00 807.25 811.85
SHRIRAMCIT 1389.80 1402.90 1370.35 1381.60
HERITGFOOD 368.00 368.00 363.40 366.15
TCNSBRANDS 569.00 600.35 569.00 594.05
SFL 1466.20 1469.15 1459.80 1469.15
SUPRAJIT 205.55 206.20 203.85 205.00
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SCRIP OPEN HIgh LOW LTP CHANGE
NIFTY 50 12174.55 12272.15 12149.65 12248.25 67.90
YESBANK 41.20 45.00 41.10 42.55 1.60
ULTRACEMCO 4554.00 4679.70 4452.65 4643.00 116.60
BRITANNIA 3113.15 3212.95 3112.05 3188.85 75.90
TECHM 765.10 788.75 763.30 786.90 17.95
AXISBANK 723.40 741.70 720.40 739.00 16.00
TITAN 1208.90 1230.00 1206.05 1228.45 24.35
KOTAKBANK 1605.45 1649.00 1587.00 1638.05 32.20
COALINDIA 193.00 196.30 192.15 194.40 3.65
HCLTECH 599.00 609.00 595.50 607.40 10.45
JSWSTEEL 266.70 273.90 265.30 271.25 4.60
BAJFINANCE 4120.00 4205.65 4111.00 4194.00 68.20
GRASIM 808.00 824.40 795.95 821.55 12.65
LT 1332.00 1367.85 1332.00 1352.00 19.70
ICICIBANK 529.25 537.40 527.00 535.45 7.75
HEROMOTOCO2440.00 2474.80 2427.10 2465.00 35.25
NESTLEIND 15600.00 15850.00 15500.15 15763.00 214.15
NTPC 114.00 116.30 113.55 115.05 1.55
VEDL 155.00 157.10 153.75 155.80 1.65
IOC 121.50 121.65 119.10 119.60 1.25
INFRATEL 240.00 245.90 238.50 244.70 2.50
BAJAJFINSV 9519.20 9650.00 9480.10 9628.90 94.70
TATASTEEL 480.30 485.10 476.45 484.65 4.40
ASIANPAINT 1783.65 1799.90 1780.25 1791.40 15.30
HDFC 2423.00 2458.60 2411.40 2449.15 20.75
HINDUNILVR 2057.00 2079.00 2050.05 2072.70 15.80
ONGC 118.00 119.80 117.30 118.70 0.90
ZEEL 281.00 285.70 279.10 280.85 1.60
BAJAJ-AUTO 3068.00 3092.95 3064.00 3082.40 17.20
M&M 566.10 572.00 564.10 569.50 3.00
UPL 541.00 564.50 541.00 544.90 2.70
SBIN 323.50 327.30 321.15 324.30 1.10
HINDALCO 204.50 207.70 202.25 205.25 0.65
ITC 237.40 239.10 237.00 238.25 0.35
BHARTIARTL 520.50 527.35 514.15 524.35 0.70
HDFCBANK 1246.00 1254.00 1239.10 1245.80 0.95
WIPRO 248.65 249.45 246.25 247.75 0.05
EICHERMOT 20980.00 21175.00 20800.00 20900.00 -15.75
GAIL 129.85 131.70 129.15 129.50 -0.15
INFY 775.75 786.50 773.60 783.00 -1.35
RELIANCE 1527.00 1536.35 1518.55 1524.05 -2.80
MARUTI 7148.80 7210.00 7111.25 7130.00 -17.10
TCS 2190.95 2190.95 2170.00 2185.00 -5.95
DRREDDY 3044.00 3047.05 3025.20 3029.45 -8.70
ADANIPORTS 383.00 387.40 380.30 384.75 -1.10
SUNPHARMA 450.00 452.85 446.80 447.40 -2.45
BPCL 469.25 473.20 464.70 466.00 -3.00
TATAMOTORS 188.00 191.00 185.00 186.90 -1.50
INDUSINDBK 1334.00 1345.00 1307.65 1317.70 -14.10
CIPLA 465.00 467.75 456.85 458.75 -6.40
POWERGRID 196.45 198.15 194.25 197.00 -4.95
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SCRIP OPEN HIgh LOW LTP CHANGE
NIFTY NEXT 50 28888.60 29204.40 28835.20 29153.75 255.45
GICRE 255.75 274.00 251.55 267.75 12.45
MOTHERSUMI 140.15 147.70 140.15 145.45 4.70
PFC 115.55 118.35 114.20 116.70 3.60
IBULHSGFIN 319.95 326.40 316.60 321.70 9.60
SIEMENS 1583.00 1627.90 1583.00 1626.00 43.30
IDEA 6.00 6.10 5.75 6.05 0.15
INDIGO 1465.00 1513.35 1460.20 1500.70 34.80
ICICIPRULI 505.50 521.80 505.40 519.70 12.05
MARICO 332.85 341.40 332.85 341.00 7.70
AUROPHARMA 491.40 504.00 491.00 501.25 11.20
DABUR 490.05 501.90 490.00 500.15 10.35
PAGEIND 25874.00 26882.60 25700.50 26300.90 449.35
CONCOR 552.90 563.00 552.50 562.50 9.60
BERGEPAINT 554.30 567.50 554.30 562.00 9.45
BANDHANBNK 476.50 484.90 470.30 482.75 7.65
NIACL 164.65 169.00 161.80 165.90 2.35
COLPAL 1491.00 1520.35 1491.00 1509.55 20.75
SBILIFE 986.00 1020.00 977.00 999.50 13.55
ICICIGI 1336.00 1356.00 1320.00 1350.40 17.60
UBL 1264.90 1280.00 1260.00 1275.30 14.30
GODREJCP 740.00 751.00 733.50 749.00 7.95
ACC 1551.75 1570.75 1542.20 1563.10 14.75
PIDILITIND 1440.00 1461.50 1436.10 1457.50 13.10
CADILAHC 269.50 274.20 269.50 271.80 2.35
AMBUJACEM 214.10 216.90 212.60 215.50 1.85
DMART 1927.05 1961.10 1918.15 1941.00 16.30
PNB 61.75 62.80 61.65 62.30 0.50
HAVELLS 620.00 627.90 614.05 624.80 4.95
DIVISLAB 1896.50 1914.70 1885.10 1912.40 14.95
NHPC 26.35 28.30 26.20 27.40 0.20
BANKBARODA 95.00 96.55 94.85 95.45 0.55
DLF 262.00 265.90 261.10 262.20 1.50
L&TFH 118.80 122.00 118.50 119.70 0.65
OFSS 2964.00 2999.00 2956.00 2991.00 16.45
SHREECEM 23011.10 23302.00 22870.00 23180.00 100.95
BOSCHLTD 15049.90 15241.95 14926.70 15011.00 37.25
LUPIN 737.30 744.50 735.70 739.00 1.15
PGHH 11320.00 11355.00 11200.00 11260.65 3.25
PETRONET 277.95 279.85 275.50 276.85 -0.15
BIOCON 288.00 296.30 282.45 294.00 -0.30
SRTRANSFIN 1083.00 1103.00 1081.05 1083.00 -1.05
ASHOKLEY 86.80 87.50 86.10 86.45 -0.15
HINDZINC 209.90 209.90 207.50 207.95 -0.70
PEL 1686.55 1724.95 1662.20 1679.00 -7.60
BAJAJHLDNG 3346.25 3359.90 3328.00 3328.00 -18.40
HDFCAMC 3225.00 3244.35 3194.00 3204.95 -18.40
HINDPETRO 248.40 249.40 244.00 244.75 -2.05
MCDOWELL-N 582.35 584.00 575.25 576.60 -5.75
HDFCLIFE 607.90 611.25 602.80 607.10 -8.90
NMDC 128.50 131.20 126.45 128.95 -4.00
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Beijing: Battling the fast
spreading coronavirus, China
on Friday said that it is build-
ing a 1,000-bed hospital for
patients infected with the
deadly virus that has claimed
26 lives so far with confirmed
cases rising sharply to over
880, prompting authorities to
shut down 13 cities during the
country’s most important hol-
iday.

Dampening the celebra-
tions of the Lunar New Year,
China, in an unprecedented
move, has shut down trans-
portation in at least 13 cities
— Wuhan and 12 of its neigh-
bours — in central China’s
Hubei province to contain
the coronavirus.

According to the National
Health Commission, 26 peo-
ple have died so far with over
880 confirmed cases being
treated mostly in Hubei
province.  Twenty nine
provinces have reported the
cases.

China’s biggest city
Shanghai raised the emer-
gency response of public
health safety to level 1, the
highest, following Beijing, and
Hubei, Hunan, Zhejiang,
Anhui,  and Guangdong
provinces as more cases were
reported.

Beijing so far reported 34
confirmed cases of coron-
avirus infection, official media
reported.

The Chinese disease pre-
vention authority on Friday
released pictures and infor-
mation of the first Wuhan
Coronavirus that Chinese
experts had discovered.

The Wuhan local govern-
ment is rushing to build a
1,000-bedded hospital in the
outskirts of Wuhan to treat
coronavirus patients.

Dozens of excavators were
feverishly working at the site
where the hospital will be
built on the 25000 sq metres
just about 10 days’ time. It will
be put into use by February 3,

state-run Xinhua news agency
reported.

Workers are being paid
1,200 yuan ($173) per day,
three times their usual wage,
to accelerate the construc-
tion.

The World Health
Organisation (WHO) on
Thursday stopped short of
declaring the virus a global
public health emergency,
despite China’s climbing death
toll. The virus has spread to
Hong Kong, Macau, Taiwan,
Japan, Singapore,  South
Korea, Thailand, Vietnam and
the United States as of
Thursday. Japan on Friday
reported a second confirmed
case. PTI
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Kathmandu: Nepal on Friday
confirmed the first case of dead-
ly coronavirus in the country
identifying the infected person
as a Nepali student who recent-
ly returned from the Chinese
city of Wuhan, local media
reports said.

The 31-year-old man, who
is doing his PhD in Wuhan, had
returned from the Chinese city
on January 5. He had visited a
hospital complaining of respi-
ratory problems and was admit-
ted on January 13, the
Kathmandu Post reported.

He was given medication
and once his health condition
improved, he was discharged
five days later from the Sukraraj
Tropical and Infectious Disease
Hospital, the Himalayan Times
reported. The hospital had taken
specimens-throat swabs and
blood samples-from the patient
and sent it to the World Health
Organisation laboratory in Hong
Kong on Tuesday. "The throat
swab and blood sample of a
Nepali suspected of being
infected with coronavirus, was
tested positive," the Times
reported, citing the Ministry of
Health and Population. PTI
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Seoul: South Korea on Friday
confirmed its second case of
the SARS-like virus that has
killed at least 25 in China, as
concerns mount about a wider
outbreak.

Several nations including
the US have stepped up checks
on airport passengers to detect
the coronavirus, which first
emerged in the central Chinese
city of Wuhan.

The virus has caused alarm
in China and abroad because of
its genetic similarities to Severe

Acute Respiratory Syndrome
(SARS), which killed nearly 650
people across mainland China
and Hong Kong in 2002-2003.

On Friday, Seoul’s health
ministry said a South Korean
man in his 50s started experi-
encing symptoms while work-
ing in Wuhan on Jan 10.

He was tested upon return-
ing to the country earlier this
week, and was confirmed to be
South Korea’s second case of
the virus on Thursday, the
ministry added. AFP

Washington: Lead House
impeachment manager Adam
Schiff called dramatically for
the Senate to remove President
Donald Trump from office
Thursday, saying the US leader
cannot be trusted to put the
country’s interests ahead of
his own.

“The American people
deserve a president they can
count on, to put their interest
first,” said Schiff.

His impassioned words
capped a long day in which
Democrats detailed Trump’s
illicit scheme to pressure
Ukraine to help his 2020 reelec-
tion campaign.

“You know, you can’t trust
this president to do what is
right for this country. You can
trust he will do what’s right for
Donald Trump,” Schiff added.

“He’ll do it now. He’s done
it before. He’ll do it for the next
several months. He’ll do it in
the election if he’s allowed to.
This is why, if you find him
guilty, you must find that he
should be removed.” “Because
right matters. And truth mat-
ters. Otherwise we are lost.” 

As the 100 senators sat as
jurors and millions of
Americans watched on televi-
sion, House impeachment
managers mustered scores of

videos, internal documents
and extensive witness testimo-
ny to lay out a strong case that
the US leader abused his pow-
ers.

Schiff ’s prosecution team
detailed how Trump flagrant-
ly undertook last year to force
Kiev to help him tarnish his
possible 2020 reelection rival,
former vice president Joe
Biden.

“President Trump used the
powers of his office to solicit a
foreign nation to interfere in
our elections for his own per-

sonal benefit,” House Judiciary
Committee Chair Jerry Nadler
told the chamber.

“Since President George
Washington took office in 1789,
no president has abused his
power in this way,” Nadler said.

“The president has repeat-
edly, flagrantly, violated his
oath... The president’s conduct
is wrong. It is illegal. And it is
dangerous.”

Over nine hours the
Democrats methodically dis-
mantled Republican claims that
Trump did nothing wrong.  AFP
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Washington: Democratic
House prosecutors made an
expansive case Thursday at
Donald Trump’s impeachment
trial that he abused power like
no other president in history,
swept up by a “completely
bogus” Ukraine theory pushed
by attorney Rudy Giuliani.

On Friday,  the
Democrats will press their
final day of arguments before
skeptical Republican sena-
tors, focusing on the second
article of impeachment,

obstruction of Congress’
investigation. 

As the audience of Senate
jurors sat through another
long day, and night, the pros-
ecutors outlined how they said
Trump abused power for his
own personal political benefit
ahead of the 2020 election,
even as the nation’s top FBI and
national security officials were
publicly warning off the theo-
ry that it was Ukraine, not
Russia, that interfered in the
2016 election. AP

?#��
�$�@�	��������	�������
1	
��$����
����,��������	���

Baghdad: Thousands rallied in
Baghdad on Friday to demand
that American troops leave the
country, though their numbers
fell short of the “million-man”
march called for by an influen-
tial Shiite cleric.

The rally came amid height-
ened anti-US sentiment after a
US drone strike earlier this
month killed a top Iranian gen-
eral in the Iraqi capital.

Since mid-morning, large
crowds gathered on the Muslim
day of prayers as loudspeakers

blasted “No, no America!” at a
central square in Baghdad. A
child held up a poster reading,
“Death to America. Death to
Israel.” But by the afternoon the
rally had failed to reach the crit-
ical numbers called for by radi-
cal cleric Muqtada al-Sadr.
Apparently seeking to show con-
trol, al-Sadr’s supporters did not
engage in altercations with secu-
rity forces or target the separate,
anti-government protests in
neighboring Tahrir Square, a
possibility feared by activists in

the lead-up to Friday’s march. 
Officials and experts said the

rally was the cleric’s attempt to
capitalise on brewing anti-
American feeling and show he
had the upper-hand on the Iraqi
street as negotiations among
political elites over who should
be the next prime minister stum-
ble on. In his weekly Friday ser-
mon, Grand Ayatollah Ali al-
Sistani, Iraq’s most revered Shiite
cleric, called on political parties
stop stalling and move the talks
forward. AP
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Washington: US President
Donald Trump was to address
the country’s biggest annual
anti-abortion rally on Friday —
just blocks from Congress where
senators are sitting in judgment
at his impeachment trial.

Trump, with his eyes on the
Christian evangelical support
he’ll need for re-election in
November, will be the first pres-
ident to deliver a speech to the
“March for Life” campaigners in
person.

In what will surely be a
remarkable split-screen

moment, Trump will address a
crowd of thousands on the
sprawling National Mall as
Democratic prosecutors take to
the floor of the Senate.

The seven Democratic
impeachment “managers” are to
make their final arguments on
Friday for why Trump should be
removed from office for abuse of
power and obstruction of
Congress.

White House lawyers will
then have 24 hours, starting
Saturday, to present their defense
of the president, who was
impeached by the House of
Representatives on December
18.

While impeachment will
forever stain his record, Trump
is virtually assured of acquittal
by the Republican-held Senate
— and is already looking past
the trial to the re-election fight
that awaits. AFP
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Houston: Two people died
after a massive explosion on
Friday levelled a warehouse in
Houston, damaging nearby
buildings and homes and rous-
ing frightened people from
their sleep miles away, author-
ities said.

The explosion happened
about 4:30 am inside a build-
ing at Watson Grinding and
Manufacturing, which makes
valves and provides thermal-
spray coatings for equipment
in various industries, author-
ities said. 

The building was reduced
to burning rubble and debris,
and some of the surrounding
buildings suffered heavy 
damage to parts of their walls
and roofs. AP
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Gotabaya Rajapaksa has halted
the arrest of a judge accused of
conspiring with Opposition
leader Ranjan Ramanayake to
fabricate evidence in an ongoing
court case.

Attorney General Dappula
de Livera had directed the police
to arrest Judge Gihan Pilapitiya
over tapes where he and
Ramanayke are heard discussing
impending judgments and
ongoing investigations. 

The recent tapes controver-
sy has rocked the island nation
in which there are over 1,20,000
conversations of Ramanyake
speaking to politicians, their
wives, top judges, policemen
and investigators.

Pilapitiya had been inter-
dicted following the recording
of his statement on conversa-
tions with Ramanayake who

is also under arrest till January
29 for alleged judicial interfer-
ence. The Attorney General
called for Pilapitiya’s arrest cit-
ing possible conspiracy to fab-
ricate evidence in a court case.

Senior minister Wimal
Weerawansa told the Parliament
that President Gotabaya
Rajapaksa had ordered to stop
Pilapitiya’s arrest. “This is ridicu-
lous, the victim of interference
has been made the accused”,
Weerawansa told Parliament,
adding that Pilapitiya had made
a complaint over Ramanayake
approaching him. PTI
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Beirut: Tens of thousands
of civilians fled their homes
in northwestern Syria last
week in the face of intensi-
fied bombardment of rebel
territory by pro-govern-
ment forces, the United
Nations said on Friday.

Between 15 and 19
January, more than 38,000
people fled violence in the
rebel-held west of Aleppo
province, which neighbours
the main opposition bastion
of Idlib, the UN humani-
tarian affairs office (OCHA)
said.

OCHA spokesman
David Swanson said the
displaced were heading
north into territory con-
trolled by Turkish-backed
rebel forces or west into
jihadist-dominated Idlib
province.

Britain-based war mon-
itor, the Syrian Observatory
for Human Rights, says
some of the deadliest strikes
of recent days have been
carried out by government
ally Russia.

But Moscow has denied
launching any combat oper-
ations in the region since a
ceasefire it agreed with
rebel supporter Ankara
went into effect earlier this
month.

The Observatory said
Russian bombardment tar-
geted the west of Aleppo
province on Friday without
causing any casualties.

The latest wave of dis-
placement compounds a
dire humanitarian situation
in the rebel-held northwest
where more than 358,000
civilians had already been
displaced by the intensified
bombardment launched in
December.

The region hosts at least
three million people, many of
whom have fled other parts
of the country recaptured by
the government and are in
need of urgent humanitarian
assistance. AFP
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��It’s very evident that your art has been
inspired by everyday things and especial-
ly the life of hawkers. What inspired you
to paint them?

Life does not hand out benefits even-
ly and there are people who are less for-
tunate. My case was similar. My family’s
financial conditions were not good and
completing my education became a chal-
lenge for us. Though I managed to com-
plete it through my savings, my mind was
always in a chaos due to financial hard-
ships which always bothered me and pre-
vented me from being at peace.
During my graduation in History
Honours, I also worked as a
part-time drawing teacher in a
school. I had to take a break for
two to three  months from
my job to prepare for
my final year exams.
Post exams, the
school refused to re-
hire me. Working,
for me,  was essen-
tial as I did not have
a strong financial
background. I wanted
to pursue Fine Arts so I
appeared for an exam
and was selected at
Shantiniketan. I trav-
elled for three hours
every day from
Kolkata. Later, I
moved to Delhi for
Masters in Fine Arts
from Delhi College
of Arts. But I faced a
lot of difficulties as
the curriculum, cul-
ture and way of teach-
ing was very different
from that of
Shantiniketan.
This held me
back from
focussing
on my
studies.

Often I observed roadside hawkers
who, despite their troubled lives, have
managed the chaos and continued with
their work. This spirit inspired me. Their
mantra of balancing work and life drew
me towards them. I started talking to them
and understanding their state of mind. I
began to sketch them.

�� Is there a particular thing about
hawkers that you want to highlight
through your art?

Yes, of course. All these hawkers sell-
ing their wares on the streets have many
domestic problems and yet they manage
to remain calm. When I began talking to
them, I realised that the common notion
about hawkers is that they are extremely
poor and hence, we purchase something
from them so that we can help  them.
However, this is not true for everyone. One

might be surprised to know
that these people make around �35-
40,000 per month. While returning from
work, I observed that they took reserved
rickshaws, while I travelled by a bus. All
these details excited me and drew me
towards understanding their mindset. I
started observing their gestures and man-
ners through which they executed their
work irrespective of all that surrounded
them. With no financial or political bur-
den, they are content and happy. I have
highlighted the same in my art.

��How do you explore the relationship
between body and object in an urban set-
ting through your work?

The hawkers sell their objects as
salesman, as there is a significant differ-
ence in the price of objects in stores and
what they sell. There are quite a few medi-
ums of making objects , one of them being

plastic. For me, both object and figure are
important, but I have highlighted both
separately in my work. I have used pen
and ink to outline the objects. This
describes the relationship between body

and object while distinguishing them from
each other.

��Since you communicated with hawk-
ers for your art, can you share some of

the anecdotes or stories that you came
across?

I have spoken to a few hawkers, out
of which two of them were elderly and
have been working for almost 20-25
years. One of them told me the story of
his two sons who are working in the gov-
ernment sector. Their daily schedule
bored them so they came to street to sell
objects to break the monotony of their
lives. Another hawker told me about an
incident 20 odd years back which I
remember only faintly. He saw someone
place a bomb inside a dustbin near India
Gate. During those days, there wasn’t any
security in that area. The hawker I spoke
to was the first person to notify the police
of this incident. So, yes, one comes across
many such stories while talking to these
hawkers as they are the eyes and ears in
a busy working street even as we don’t pay
attention.

�� You were honoured with the
‘Emerging Artist of the Year’ award
in 2018. How do you think such
awards help artists get the recog-
nition they deserve?

Glenfiddich’s Artists in
Residence programme is a
great platform for emerging
Indian artists as it provides
inspiration and guidance to
grow one’s artistic vision.
Being selected as the
Glenfiddich ‘Emerging Artist
of the Year’ and to represent
the country on a global plat-
form gave a tremendous boost
to my confidence. The jury
that judges the works includes
leading artists, gallery owners,
art critics and art collectors

During the three-month
residency at the Glenfiddich
distillery, I got the opportuni-
ty to engage with artists from
different countries and cultures,
which opened an all new world for
me. We were closely mentored by
the Global Curator of the pro-
gramme, Andy Fairgrieve. 

�� How have you showcased
the difference between hawkers
in Scotland and India in your
work?

There is a huge difference in their
work styles in terms of discipline. In
Scotland, the workers in the distillery
organise themselves according to time.
Each process is timed including the
breaks, whereas in India the hawkers work
according to their state of mind, mood and
availability of objects. Sometimes a hawk-
er is replaced by another family member
or friend, depending on their availabili-
ty during the day. They even work shift
wise where one family member takes after
the other in the latter part of the day. They
take breaks according to their mood and
situations surrounding them. Hence, dis-
cipline is the major difference I spotted
during my time in Scotland. 

��What is your take on Glenfiddich’s
Artists in Residence Programme?

It is a great platform for emerging
Indian artists as it provides the inspiration
and guidance to grow one’s artistic vision.
The experience was nothing short of life-
changing. It helped me to learn and
explore the culture from Scotland and
draw inspiration from it to curate my
work. Additionally, the showcasing of one’s
work at this level opens up a plethora of
opportunities for an artist which, other-
wise, could have been a major challenge
for someone coming from a background
like me. The jury involved in the judgment
process is of international standards,
which lifts one’s confidence to a higher
level and being recognised by them is
nothing less than a lifetime achievement.

(The exhibition is on till February 9 at
A r t

District
XIII.)

Known for portraying ordinary
men, often flawed and insecure,

with almost no one character being
similar to the other, actor Ayushmann
Khurrana says novelty of any kind
inspires him.

“Novelty inspires me, any kind,
any shape or form. It could be the first
attempt in Hindi cinema. Even that
inspires me. Any person living a
mundane life, having a 9-5 job, and
still motivated to live, that inspires me,
because as an artist you have a very
vibrant life. You live a different char-
acter each day,” he said.

Khurrana, whose next film Shubh
Mangal Zyada Saavdhan based on
homosexuality is slated to hit the the-
atres on February 21, said he has pre-
pared for each of his vastly diverse
roles by being with the milieu and
also banked on his exposure to
Hindi theatre and convent education.

“The idea is to be one with the
milieu, get grasp of the colloquial jar-
gons and twangs, and India is a coun-
try where every 10 kilometres, the
dialect changes. I am glad that I have
done Hindi theatre and public speak-
ing, though I received convent edu-
cation. So that made me quite a lin-
guist. That exposure was quite early
in life,” he said.

From essaying the role a sperm
donor in his debut film Vicky Donor,
to depicting a man with erectile dys-
function in Shubh Mangal Saavdhan,
or a blind pianist in Andhadhun,

Khurrana has been hailed as having
“cornered the market when it comes
to playing flawed, insecure men with
confidence issues.”

His films generally set in small
towns in middle class environs have
time and again dealt with taboo sub-
jects and are sprinkled with liberal
doses of wit, humour and comic sit-
uations.

“By default, these characters are
set in small towns. That’s where the
conflict is there. In urban centres, like
Delhi, Mumbai or Kolkata, they are
receptive to taboo subjects. So where
is the conflict then? In the middle
class society, we’re like the flag bear-
ers of morality. That’s where the
humour emanates, when you are
stuck in that conventional dogma.
And even though the situation is
funny, for the male lead or the main
lead, it is tragic,” he said.

As for his forthcoming film,
Khurrana says he knows many who
are a part of LGBTQ (lesbians, gays,
bisexuals, transgenders and queers)
community. “And it’s a journey. I am
learning every minute,” he said.

The 35-year-old actor gave cred-
it to the audience for receiving well
his films themed on progressive sub-
jects. “The choices I am making are
going down well with the audience.
People are also evolving and receiv-
ing well these subjects which are pro-
gressive. Earlier, these used to be for
arthouse cinema. But now these
have become mainstream too, where-
in there is a great collaboration of con-
tent and commerce. It is evoking good
responses,” he added.

Shubh Mangal Zyada Saavdhan
would be another case study, the actor
said and called it the first film deal-
ing with homosexuality in the realm
of the commercial Hindi cinema.

“In parallel or arthouse cinema,
we have seen films dealing with
homosexuality. But those were the
films catering to the converted. The
audience watching these films are
within the LGBTQ community
already. We want to reach out to peo-
ple, who are averse to homosexuali-
ty. This is the first Hindi mainstream
commercial film in India based on the
subject. We hope it will at least
usher in the conversation and have a
discussion on the LGBTQ,” 
Khurrana said. A���,
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� What or who were your
early influencers?

I can still recall the day
when in my childhood I heard
the magic sounds of saxo-
phone. It was a performance by
Charlie Parker. He was a high-
ly influential jazz soloist and
the leading figure in the devel-
opment of bebop, a form of jazz
characterised by fast tempos,
virtuosic technique and
advanced harmonies. His tunes
prompted me to learn saxo-
phone and take it up as a
career. He was one of the most
important figures in the devel-
opment of jazz and in partic-
ular bop, a dance on pop music.
I wanted to master the music
instrument exactly like Parker. 

� What has been your cre-
ative process as a saxophone
player?

I started my career at the
age of 15 with a brass band in
my hometown. It was a friend-
ly group of enthusiasts. Later,
when I learned the basics and
music at Nizhny Novgorod
College, studied improvisation
courses in Moscow with
advanced musicians, I got to
know that it is very important
to find a great teacher, who can
inspire you. Inspiration is one
of the most important gifts a
teacher can provide to his/her-
students. S/he is a role model,
an influence that goes far
beyond academic achievement.

� How do you see the rela-
tionship between sound,
space and performance?

I have been exploring how
sound or music can be made
more dynamic in certain spaces
not only because of different
acoustics but also because of
the social or cultural aspects of
a space. I feel it is important to
work closely with a sound
engineer. Good sound from the
stage has many technical para-
meters that are always adjust-
ed before the show. The musi-
cian should be comfortable to
hear himself and the playback,
only then s/he will be able to
bring his/her music perfectly to
the listeners. However, this
largely depends on the sound
engineer. 

� How is playing a saxo-
phone solo different from
playing it in a group?

Music is of great impor-
tance to me as an expression of
my thoughts and feelings.
When I play solo, it is a mono-
logue of my soul and when
playing with friends it turns
into a dialogue or communica-
tion.

� Do you think the charm of
the instrument is still intact?
How has it changed over
time?

The sound of the saxo-
phone fascinates everyone as it

is so similar to the human voice
and this is what makes it
unique. Typically, pop music is
associated with instruments
such as guitar, bass, drums
and keyboard. However, the
saxophone definitely has its
place in the pop scene. Today,
saxophone has become an
important part of almost every
genre of popular music — jazz,
funk, blues, rock and pop.
Music can move us in ways no
other medium can, and with-
out the aid of any complex
words. Instrumental music can
appeal  across traditional
boundaries of gender, country,
race, religion, language, in a
way that lyrics simply cannot.
And with the sheer variety of
instruments, styles, arrange-
ments, tempos, audio effects

and sound generators available
to the modern musician, there’s
no end to the aural possibilities.
I believe that saxophone is
here to stay. 

� What are your main artis-
tic challenges?

Every artist has his or her
own struggles. I try to do the
best of my powers to bring joy,
happiness and love in the
hearts of my listeners. I just
want that my music should
connect the listeners with me. 

� With the current rap cul-
ture ruling the global music
scene, do you think classical
music is losing its charm?

I think classical music is
living its next revival. The
rhythm of life is accelerated

with a variety of sounds around
us. I feel classical music is an
absolute expression of the seren-
ity. Every music is a roller coast-
er of emotions. The harmony or
a melody in a symphony can
make you happy or sad depend-
ing on the mood of the piece.
This is one of the biggest reasons
why classical music is immortal.
Not only there are a lot of
pieces in this genre but the
interpretation of every single
one is different for different
musicians. It would be wrong to
say that classical music is losing
its charm.

(She performed with a
national award-winning artist, A
Vishwam, as part of DLF Mall of
India’s on-going art exhibition,
Arth — Tribute to Shades of
India.)

The normally private Taylor Swift pre-
miered an intimate documentary at the

Sundance Film Festival in which the pop star
discloses a past eating disorder, chronicles
her inner battle over speaking forthrightly
about politics and says her victorious 2017
sexual assault court case was a dramatic turn-
ing point in her life.

Miss Americana, a Netflix documentary
directed by Lana Wilson, was one the most
feverishly awaited films in this year’s
Sundance programme, and the premiere at
the Eccles Center in Park City on the festi-
val’s opening day was a predictably frenzied
scene. Outside the theatre, dozens of
Swift fans sang in unison.

The film, which will release on
January 31 on Netflix, plays like a com-
ing-of-age drama for a performer who
— despite finding mega-fame as a
teenager — took some time to
truly find her voice. In the film,
she says she always strove to
be “a good girl” and needed
approving “pats on the
head” for any sense of grat-
ification. But Miss
Americana captures an
evolution in Swift. “It’s
time to take the masking
tape off my mouth, like,
forever,” she says in the
documentary.

Swift entered the
theatre after the lights
went down to watch
the film and appeared
afterward on stage in a
brief Q&A with
Wilson. While Swift said
she was a big fan of films
and documentaries, this
was a new experience for
her. After a standing ova-
tion, Swift turned to
Wilson and said, “So I’ve
never done this before.
What do we do?”

One of the film’s
most dramatic scenes
shows Swift, eager to speak
out against the 2018 Senate
campaign of Tennessee
Republican Marsha Blackburn,
meeting with her family to dis-
cuss it. Her father warns against
it, citing the potential economic
impact. Her publicist later advis-
es President Donald Trump might
come after her. Indeed, when
Swift posted on Instagram against

Blackburn and urged young voters to regis-
ter, Trump said he liked Swift’s music about
25 per cent less — a response Swift mocks
in the film.

On the Eccles stage, Swift said she grew
more political after after she countersued,
and won, against a Denver radio DJ whom
she said groped her during a meet-and-greet
before a concert.

“It was a really horrible experience to
have,” Swift said. “I had all the privilege in
the world, financial support and the ability
to pay for a brilliant lawyer. I won that trial

but without all that, I don’t know what
would have happened. It taught me

so much.”
Swift also talks in the film about

coming to terms with body image
issues that grew out of scanning the
countless images that are shot of
her, and the comments posted on

social media. Swift says she
would sometimes go into
“a hate spiral” and starve
herself after seeing photos
that she felt she looked
overweight in.

Miss Americana
includes plenty of inti-
mate scenes of Swift at
home or at work. She
drinks white wine with
ice cubes and didn’t try
a burrito until a few
years ago, we learn. But
a continuous thread
through the documen-
tary is of Swift, who
last month turned 30,
crafting music. In

scenes by the piano or in
the studio, Wilson cap-
tures Swift writing lyrics
and honing melodies with
a relentless passion.

Swift said she was
most nervous about shar-
ing her writing process
with Wilson. But the film-
maker earned her trust.
“For so much of my life in

the public eye when I get
sad or upset or humiliated or

angry or go through a really hor-
rible time, I feel like people lean
in with, like, this hunger. And you
never did that to me,” Swift told
Wilson. “That was what made me
feel OK about feeling sadness,
humiliation and anger around

you.” A�&

� What attracted you to the role?
Emma Thompson: I was absolutely

thrilled to play this part as it was perfect
to make an impact. It’s so well written. It’s
like an ideal cameo. I consider myself
extremely fortunate.

��What would you like to say about the
plot of the film?

Emma: The premise now is that
Great Britain is in serious trouble. A cyber-
hacker has infiltrated Britain’s super-
secret web network of spies, revealing the
identities of all Britain’s agents in the field,
to the dismay of the agent on duty – a
regrettably small role for Kevin Eldon. It’s
the last straw for a prime minister who is
a pompous and embattled figure, already
suffering a complete meltdown of politi-
cal unpopularity. My intelligence advisers
inform me that as every single active spy
has been compromised. Now, I have to
bring someone out of retirement. And that
means bumbling Johnny English himself,
now employed as a schoolmaster in some
posh establishment, but giving off-the-
record lessons in how to be an undercov-
er operative: some nice gags here, as
English offers a School of Rock-type
academy of spying.

��What do you think Johnny is more
comfortable with — analogue or digital? 

Emma: Being presented with a device
that does everything doesn’t really seem to
be a good idea for Johnny. He is used to
the 007 (James Bond’s) era and its upset-
ting for him. He is just terribly disappoint-
ed with technology. 

�� How would you explain Rowan’s
approach to physical comedy?

Emma: Rowan is very precise about
everything which is why his physical
comedy is so remarkable. It’s not extem-
porised. He prefers following even the

minutest detail. He is obsessive about it and
that’s what makes him special.

��Introduce your character and tell us
how exciting it was to be a part of it?

Olga Kurylenko: Ophelia is a myste-
rious character because she comes off as
a very glamorous girl hanging around and
having a holiday on a yacht. Johnny has
no idea what he is dealing with. Later, we
realise that she is actually a spy just like him
but a Russian one. She does it with a lot

of glamour.

� You have done a spy film in the past.
How would you compare it with this one?

Olga: Johnny English Strikes Again
(which recently premiered on Sony PIX) has
a very nice plot. It talks about the danger that
the world is facing and there are a lot of
stunts and action moments in the film. The
only difference between that it is just full of
humour. Johnny English is as clumsy as ever
and also does things really wrong which

makes us crack up. So it has it everything a
thriller does, including glamour. It’s just very
funny.

� What did you think of Rowan?
Olga: I thought that he’s a very funny

and goofy guy. But he is the total opposite
of what his characters have been. He is a very
serious and concentrated person. He is very
intelligent and works really hard at what he
does. You don’t actually expect it but that’s
how he is. It was lovely to be around such

a gentleman who is very polite and well-spo-
ken.

� Is it difficult to just not laugh around
him?

Olga: Don’t even ask me that. (Laughs)
There are moments when you obviously find
him funny and there were moments where
I wanted to laugh but I managed not to
because I have to do what I had to. There
were moments when they say cut and we
all just crack up because we thought, Oh my

god, that was funny! The most rewarding
thing is when the whole crew laughs when
they cut the scene and if everybody laughs
then you know you have done it right and
it’s very gratifying. And of course, on the set
it’s good atmosphere because apart from it
being very serious, everybody is focussed at
the same time. It was a good atmosphere to
be in. I miss it.

� It is a very different kind of comedy
film. So did this help you to discover your
own abilities?

Olga: Surprisingly, I feel like a fish in
the water when I am doing comedy. I just
love it. I have no problem in making fun of
myself and that has never been an issue. I
literally do not care but the thing is that
nobody lets me, even though I’m involved
in comedy. But then, there are scenes like,
in this film, I have to be cold, so even if I
try, I just have to tell myself that you have
to be cold. And I think if I can be goofy. But
there are moments where you can just let
it go and enjoy. For instance, the dancing
scene in the film, which was quite funny for
me. It’s so short and yet one of my favourite
scenes. Rowan is hilarious, his dance is price-
less, he is like an inspiration and he loves
what he does, which is why people love him.

� What would you like to say on Rowan’s
comedy?

Olga: Rowan’s comedy is physical and
more expressive that’s why he doesn’t real-
ly need to speak. It’s not even about the writ-
ing. It could be funny or not funny but even
if it is a super serious scene that he’s doing,
by just looking at his face, the way he is going
to move, his facial expression... everything
probably makes people crack up because it’s
his ability. His physicality and the facial
expressions are just universal. People react
to an image and he is probably the best. No
one can give as amazing expressions as
Rowan can.
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Liverpool manager Jurgen
Klopp hailed another

moment of magic from
Roberto Firmino as the
Brazilian’s late winner opened
up a 16-point lead at the top of
the Premier League with a 2-
1 victory at Wolves on
Thursday.

The European champi-
ons’ now 14-game winning
streak in the league seemed set
to end as Raul Jimenez can-
celled out Jordan Henderson’s
early opener.

Liverpool were even grate-
ful to goalkeeper Alisson
Becker for not falling behind
in the second half.

However, like crucial vic-
tories against Leicester, Aston
Villa and Crystal Palace earli-
er in the campaign, Liverpool
left it late to snatch anoth-
er vital three points in their
quest to end a 30-year wait
to win the title as Firmino
smashed home six minutes
from time.

“You just have to find
a way to win and have some-
one who makes the perfect

decision and that was Bobby
again,” said Klopp.

“A worldie I would say
from Bobby, a super goal.”

Liverpool, who now
have 22 wins in 23
league games this sea-
son, also have a game in
hand over second-
placed Manchester City
to come.

However, victory could
still come at a cost as Mane

hobbled off with a hamstring
injury in the first half.

“We don’t know exactly
(the severity of the injury). He
felt something in the ham-
string,” added Klopp, whose
side are also still in the hunt for
the FA Cup and Champions
League.

Defeat leaves Wolves still
six points off the top four in
seventh, but Nuno Espirito
Santo’s side showed why they
are on form the most likely
challengers to fourth-placed
Chelsea for a place in next sea-
son’s Champions League.

“It was a fantastic game of
football,” said Nuno. “We have
to keep going and keep getting
stronger.”
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Atletico Madrid were knocked out of
the Copa del Rey on Thursday,

defeated 2-1 in extra-time by
third division Cultural Leonesa.

Atletico, who are third in La
Liga and are looking forward to a
Champions League clash next
month against Liverpool, were one
of four top-flight sides dumped
out of the tournament on Thursday at
the last 32 stage.

Argentine striker Angel Correa
put them in front in the 62 minutes
before Leonesa levelled seven minutes
from the end through Julen Castaeda.

Sergio Benito then delievered
the winner for the hosts in the
second period of extra-
time.

Defeat completes a
miserable January for
Diego Simeone’s Atletico
who were defeated in the
Spanish Super Cup by
Real Madrid and 2-0 at
Eibar in La Liga last week-
end.

“The responsibility is
mine alone,” admitted
Simeone.

“Cultural deserved the
victory, we had no force-
fulness.”

Also exiting the Copa del Rey on
Thursday were Eibar, Real Betis and
Celta Vigo.

REAL TO GO TO ZARAGOZA
Real Madrid were on

Friday drawn away to six-time
winners Zaragoza while
Barcelona take on La Liga
rivals Leganes in the last 16 of
the Copa del Rey.

Looking to win the Cup for the
first time since 2014, Madrid will trav-

el to La Romareda next week to
face Zaragoza, who were rele-
gated from the top flight in
2013 and have not been back
but did beat Mallorca in the
last 32.

The Catalans, who have
won the Copa del Rey more
times than any other club
and reached the last six
finals, will entertain a
Leganes side sitting in the
relegation zone in La Liga.

Meanwhile, third-tier
Cultural Leonesa’s reward
is a home tie against the
holders, Valencia.

Real Sociedad and
Osasuna will meet in
the only other tie
between two top-
flight teams.
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Serena Williams crashed out, 15-
year-old Coco Gauff stunned
Naomi Osaka and Roger Federer

survived a five-set thriller as the form
book went flying out of the window at
the Australian Open on Friday.

Men’s title-holder Novak Djokovic
eased into the last 16 but elsewhere
there were surprises all over Melbourne
Park with Williams the biggest victim
and Federer fighting back from 4-8
down in a fifth-set tie-break with John
Millman.

Williams’ bid for a record-equalling
24th Grand Slam was shattered by the
unlikely figure of China’s Wang Qiang,
who triumphed in three tough sets —
after winning just one game when they
played at the US Open in September.

Gauff then stepped up her giant-
killing Melbourne debut as she
ousted Japanese defending
champion Osaka, 22, in dismis-
sive style, winning 6-3, 6-4 in
just 67 minutes to reach round
four.

“Oh my gosh. Two years ago
I lost first round in the juniors and now
I’m here — this is crazy,” said the
teenager, who shocked Venus Williams
in the first round.

Federer came within a whisker of
repeating his 2018 US Open upset by
Millman as he was taken to five pun-
ishing sets by the tough Australian.

The 20-time Grand Slam champi-
on was facing defeat in the super tie-
breaker but he clawed back from 4-8
down to clinch his 100th win at the
Australian Open.

“Oh God, it was tough,” said
Federer. “Thank God it was a super tie-
breaker (10 points), otherwise I would
have lost this one.

“It came down to the wire in the
end.”

‘I MADE IT HAPPEN’
With Williams now 38, 23 years

older than Gauff, the two players are at
opposite ends of their careers.

And with Williams’ close friend
Caroline Wozniacki retiring on Friday,
after defeat to Ons Jabeur, it looked like
a changing of the guard in women’s ten-
nis.

But Williams, who has now had
eight winless Grand Slams since return-
ing from childbirth, said she hadn’t
given up hope of matching Margaret
Court’s 47-year-old record for Grand
Slam titles.

“I definitely do believe (I can equal
it) or I wouldn’t be on tour,” said
Williams.

Williams was the bookies’ favourite
to lift the trophy for the eighth time but
she came unstuck against
a determined Wang, who
won 6-4, 6/7 (2/7), 7-5.

Her defeat came just
minutes after Denmark’s Wozniacki
was knocked out by Tunisia’s Jabeur,
bringing a tearful end to the former
world number one’s final tournament
before retiring.

“I had a dream when I was a kid. I
wanted to win a Grand Slam. I want-
ed to be number one in the world,” said
Wozniacki, the Melbourne winner in
2018.

“People thought that I was crazy
being from a small country. But I made
it happen.”

RATTLED OSAKA
Williams’ exit removes a major hur-

dle for Australia’s world number one
Ashleigh Barty, 23, who had been on

course to meet her in the semi-finals.
Barty, bidding to become the first

Australian champion since 1978, hit
form in a 6-3, 6-2 demolition of Elena
Rybakina, saying she had played her
best tennis so far this year.

Gauff, who trained with Serena
Williams in the off-season, had
promised she would be less nervous than
in her last meeting with Osaka, when she
was thrashed in round three of last year’s
US Open.

And so it proved as the teenager
broke once in the first set and twice in
the second to floor a rattled Osaka and
ramp up a rivalry that could run and
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run.
In the men’s draw, reigning

champion Djokovic thrashed
Japan’s Yoshihito Nishioka 6-
3, 6-2, 6-2 to reach the round
of 16 at a canter.

But Greek sixth seed
Stefanos Tsitsipas was also on
the receiving end of an upset
as he went down in straight
sets to Canada’s Milos Raonic,
the world number 35.

Former US Open champi-
on Marin Cilic, 31, outlasted
Robert Bautista Agut in five
tough sets and Tennys
Sandgren, under fire during his
last deep run in Melbourne
over links to right-wing
activists, beat fellow American
Sam Querrey in straight sets.

,���"����	����4��

���%	������India’s Divij Sharan and
his New Zealand partner Artem Sitak
were knocked out of the Australian
Open men’s doubles competition after
going down in straight sets to Bruno
Soares and Mate Pavic on Friday.

Sharan and Sitak lost to the
Brazilian-Croat pair 6-7, 3-6 in a sec-
ond round match that lasted one hour
and 17 minutes.

With Sharan’s loss, India’s cam-
paign in the men’s doubles ended as
Rohan Bopanna had made a first-
round exit on Wednesday.

But he is the only Indian left in the
mixed doubles fray now. The 39-year-
old will partner Ukraine’s Nadiia
Kichenok in the mixed doubles event.

The duo will take on France’s
Nicolas Mahut and Zhang Shai of
China in the first round today. PTI
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Former India pacer Ajit
Agarkar on Friday entered

the race for the national selec-
tor’s job and is a frontrunner for
the chairman’s post.

Agarkar confirmed that he
has applied for the national
selector’s position.

Agarkar, who is a former
chairman of Mumbai senior
selection committee, is in con-
tention for the chairman’s post
as the new constitution doesn’t
have provisions for zonal system.

It can also be confirmed that
former India medium pacer
and junior chairman of selectors
Venkatesh Prasad has once again
applied for senior selector’s post

although he has only around one
and half years of his cumulative
term left. With BCCI setting
January 24 as the deadline for
sending applications, the 42-
year-old Agarkar is certainly the
most high-profile name with 26
Tests, 191 ODIs and 3 T20
Internationals, picking 349 wick-
ets across formats.

“Ajit entering the fray is an
interesting development. He is
someone who would have put in
a lot of thought before applying.
If anyone thought that Siva’s
nomination as a chairman of
selectors is a given, will now
think again. It will be every inter-
esting to see who all are short-
listed,” a senior BCCI official
said.
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India A’s top-order bats-
men failed to convert

their starts into big scores
as New Zealand A won the
second unofficial ODI by
29 runs and restored pari-
ty in the three-match series
on Friday.

The home team relied
on opener George Worker’s
135 and Cole McConchie’s
brisk 56 to post 295 for
seven in the stipulated 50
overs after being sent into
bat at the Hagley Oval.

In reply, the visiting
team was stopped at 266 for
nine.

Opting to bowl after
winning the toss, India A
tasted early success when

Mohammed Siraj dis-
missed Rachin Ravindra
for a nought.

Left-arm spinner Axar
Patel accounted for Glenn
Phillips as New Zealand A
found the going tough in
the middle.

Ishan Porel picked up
a couple of wickets by the
time the innings entered
the middle overs, leaving
the visitors struggling at 96
for four in the 22nd over.
Krunal Pandya made it
worse by removing Mark
Chapman.

At 109 for five in the
25th over, the hosts badly
needed someone to steady
the ship, and Worker,
Jimmy Neesham (33) and
McConchie came to their

rescue. During his 144-
ball knock, Worker
smashed six sixes and 12
boundaries. McConchie
then scored some quick
runs, hitting eights fours in
his 54-ball knock.

India A’s reply was not
good as they lost their in-
form opener Prithvi Shaw
(2) in the first over.

Leading the team in
the absence of Shubman
Gill, Mayank Agarwal
made 37 off 42 balls, while
Ishan Kishan scored 44 off
55 deliveries.

All-rounder Vijay
Shankar contributed 41 off
53 balls and Krunal, com-
ing in to bat at number
seven, top-scored with a
48-ball 51.


���� ��2(9��#

The immensely talented Shreyas
Iyer enhanced his reputation as
a finisher with a scintillating

29-ball-58 in India’s six-wicket vic-
tory over New Zealand in a high-
scoring first T20 International at
Eden Park on Friday.

Iyer built on KL Rahul’s (56 off
27 balls) blazing start and Virat
Kohli’s useful 45 off 32 balls as India
made short work of a 204-run target,
knocking it off with an over to spare.

Credit should be given to Indian
bowlers for restricting New Zealand
towards the end considering the
dimensions of the ground.

Earlier, Colin Munro and Kane
Williamson had smashed quick-fire
half-centuries as New Zealand scored
203-5.

In pursuit of 204, India lost Rohit
Sharma (7) early in the second over
as he played one too many shots in
a bid to go after spinner Mitchell
Santner (1-50).

Rahul and Kohli then took
charge of the innings with an 99-run
partnership coming off only 50 balls.
The duo launched a good array of
strokes with seven fours and four
sixes between them as New Zealand
struggled to contain the runs.

Continuing his fine form, Rahul
notched up his half-century off 23
balls while Kohli fell short of his land-
mark by just five runs. Together, they
provided the base for India’s middle
order to finish the chase.

The Black Caps roared back into
contention with a double blow. First,
Rahul was out caught off Sodhi in the
10th over and then seven balls later,
Martin Guptill pulled off a scream-
er at deep mid wicket to send back
Kohli.

India lost their set batsmen for
six runs and their ploy to send
Shivam Dube (13) up the order only
had limited success. Dube and Iyer
added 21 runs to provide some
acceleration, before the all-rounder
was Sodhi’s second dismissal of the
night.

Iyer then took charge of proceed-
ings as he smacked five fours and
three sixes to propel India to victo-

ry. He added 50 off 29 balls with
Manish Pandey, who hit 14 not out
off 12 balls with a six.

It was an immaculate display by
the young batsman who showed the
benefits of reaping experience batting

in the middle order and perhaps
answering India’s questions regard-
ing the number four situation.

This was after Munro,
Williamson and Ross Taylor (54 not
out off 27 balls) made the Indian

bowlers suffer. Jasprit Bumrah (1-31)
put in a good shift with clever
change of pace and control.

Also Yuzvendra Chahal (1/32 in
4 overs) and Ravindra Jadeja (1/18
in 2 overs) kept a check on the run-

flow during the back-end.
Munro scored 59 off 42 balls,

including six fours and two sixes,
while Williamson hit four fours and
four sixes in his 26-ball 51-run
innings as the Black Caps’ made good
use of the peculiar Eden Park shape
to pile on the runs.

Shardul Thakur (1-44) and
Mohammed Shami (0-53) proved to
be expensive in their opening spells
before Dube (1-24) got the break-
through with Rohit Sharma catching
smartly to dismiss Guptill. It brought
Williamson to the crease and the
onslaught continued as he put on 36
off 24 balls with Munro.

The latter reached his half-cen-
tury off 36 balls before holing out off
Thakur. India quickly got a second
wicket in the space of four balls with
Ravindra Jadeja (1-18) dismissing
Colin de Grandhomme (0).

New Zealand, at 117-3 in the
13th over, were placed awkwardly but
Williamson and Taylor put on 61 off
28 balls to completely decimate the
Indian bowling in the second half of
their innings.

Taylor smashed three fours and
three sixes, taking 22 runs off Shami
in the 16th over, as he raced to a 25-
ball half-century. It was his first T20I
half-century in six years. Williamson
too completed his half-century off 25
balls. 
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Recalled Shoaib Malik smashed a solid half-
century to anchor Pakistan’s five-wicket

win over Bangladesh in first Twenty20I on
Friday.

Malik’s 45-ball 58 not out for his eighth
Twenty20 fifty as Pakistan overhauled a
modest 142-run target in 19.3 over to take a
1-0 lead in the three-match series.

Bangladesh had managed 141-5 in their
20 overs with openers Mohammad Naim
scoring 41-ball 43 and Tamim Iqbal hit 34-
ball 39 as Pakistan’s three-man pace attack
kept them in check on a flat Gadaffi stadium
pitch.

The win further consolidated Pakistan’s
chances of hanging on to their world num-
ber one ranking in the shortest format. If they
lose any of the remaining matches — on today
and on Monday, also in Lahore, Australia will
replace them at the top.

Malik, playing his first match since
February last year, was in sublime form as he
hit five boundaries and added 46 for the third
wicket with debutant Ahsan Ali who made 32-
ball 36 with four boundaries.

Malik, fourth leading run-getter in
Twenty20 internationals with 2321 in a
record 112 matches, credited bowlers for the
win.

“Congratulations to the whole Pakistan
for this win and for hosting another match,”
said Malik.

“It wasn’t an easy pitch and our bowlers
restricted them to a gettable total.

“It’s tough to be in and out of the team
but I have been playing leagues and domes-
tic cricket and that helped me stage a come-
back in this match.

“I am happy to help achieve this win in
a chase.”

Earlier, Bangladesh, who won the toss and
opted to bat, were off to a good start as Iqbal
and Naim put on 70 for the opening wicket.

Iqbal was run out in the 11th over while
Naim holed out off spinner Shadab Khan in
the 15th.

Skipper Mahmudullah hit two boundaries
in his 14-ball 19 not out.
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Chief national coach
Pullela Gopichand

admitted to crammed BWF
itinerary causing a problem
but at  the same t ime
believes that onus is on a
player of PV Sindhu’s cali-
bre to adapt to the calender
instead of complaining
about it.

Apart from the World
Championships Gold,
Sindhu failed to win any
other tournament last year.

“I think the crammed

schedule is a problem for
the top players, but also to
be fair, I think the whole
world it’s been an issue. As
a top player, it’s her (Sindhu)
duty to adapt without com-
plaining,” Gopichand said.

“So I think, yes, Sindhu
is working on some of those
mistakes, and hopefully
we’ll be able to sort it out.”

Gopichand exuded con-
fidence that Sindhu will be
able to turn it around in
time ahead of the Olympics
and will be able to win a
medal at Tokyo, despite her

dip in form.
“I do believe that she

has a bright chance. And
having said that, I think
whether it’s the Tai Tzu
Ying or Carolina Marin,
whether it’s the Japanese or
the Thai girls, I think there
is definitely good amount of
competition. But I am say-
ing who’s done well in the
past, and I do believe that
with some good prepara-
tion, she will do well.”

While Sindhu is assured
of a ticket to Tokyo, time is
running out for Saina

Nehwal and Kidambi
Srikanth to make the cut but
Gopichand said the Indian
duo can still qualify with
some good performances
in a couple of tournaments.

London Olympics
Bronze medallist Saina and
Srikanth suffered opening
round losses at the Thailand
Masters and are currently
placed at the 22nd and 26th
spots respectively in the
Race To Tokyo BWF
Olympic Qualif ication
ranking.

Each country is allowed

two singles quota provided
their ranking is inside top-
16 within the cut-off date of
April 28.

“I think it’s about seven
tournaments going into the
the Olympic qualifications,
I think they will need to
perform really well to qual-
ify for the Olympics,”
Gopichand said.

“And they are at the
moment of borderline, one
or two good performances
can clearly put them in a
good space to qualify for the
Olympics.”

6	��	���� Indian men and women
failed to deliver when it mattered
most, losing to Slovenia and
Romania respectively in the pre-
quarterfinals of the Olympic quali-
fying team event to significantly
reduce their chances qualifying for
the 2020 Summer Games in Tokyo.

While the 17th seeded women
played their hearts before losing to
fifth seeds Romania 2-3, the men
disappointed with their 1-3 defeat
against Slovenia.

The fifth seeded men’s team
comprising G Sathiyan (world rank
30) and veteran Sharath Kamal
(WR 33) was expected to get the bet-
ter of 11th seeded Slovenia.

After winning the opening dou-
bles, Sathiyan, Harmeet Desai and

Sharath came a cropper in the sin-
gles, severely denting the chances of
team qualification at the Olympics.

A quarterfinal finish would have
guaranteed an Olympic berth but
now, both the men and women’s
squad have to win the plate division
to qualify. All losers in the round of
16 will take part in the knock-out
plate event.

The Indian women’s team played
really well to take Romania to the
distance before running out of
steam.

After Ayhika Mukhejee and
Sutirtha Mukherjee lost the opening
doubles, India number one and
61st ranked Manika Batra levelled
the tie with a fine win over world
number 19 Bernadette Szocs.

However, Romania regained the
lead in the match after Elizabeta
Samara steamrolled Ayhika 10-12,
11-5, 2-11, 7-11.

The Indian women looked down
and out before Sutirtha, ranked
157, gave a new lease of life to her
team with a fighting win over Szocs,
an opponent ranked more than 100
places higher than her.

In probably her biggest win till
date, Sutirtha edged Szocs 8-11, 11-
7, 11-9, 3-11, 11-4. The match was
levelled at 2-2.

Manika was expected to win
against 134 ranked Daniela Monteiro
in the fifth and deciding rubber but
went down 8-11, 4-11, 11-3, 2-11,
much to her and her team’s disap-
pointment. PTI
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Left-arm spinner Atharva
Ankolekar showed big

heart while leg-spinner Ravi
Bishnoi was all guile in India’s
44-run win against New
Zealand as they set-up a
quarter-final date with
Australia in the ICC U-19
World Cup on Friday.

During a rain-hit final
group A league encounter
reduced to 23-overs per-side,
India scored 115 for no loss
in 23 overs with openers
Yashasvi Jaiswal (57 not out
off 72 balls) and Divyansh
Saxena (52 no off 62 balls)
hitting half-centuries.

New Zealand needed 193
as per DLS method calcula-
tions but managed only 147
in 21 overs as India emerged
group toppers with six points.

Left-arm orthodox
Ankolekar, who played
through pain with a fractured
finger on his right hand, had
figures of 3 for 28 in five overs
with some accurate wicket-
to-wicket bowling. This was
after New Zealand No 3
Fergus Lellman hit him for
two sixes off his first two
deliveries.

Bishnoi, a � 2 crore buy
for Kings XI Punjab, is fast
turning out to be the biggest
star in the junior line-up
with his variation and control.
He bowled googlies, sliders
and top-spinners to end with
4 for 30 from five overs as
vice-captain Dhruv Jurel was

fantastic behind the stumps
with some neat glovework.

India will now meet
Australia in the Super League
quarters at Potchfestroom on
January 28.

Put into bat, both
Yashasvi and Divyansh were
watchful but didn’t wait to
punish the loose deliveries.
Yashasvi, who will be playing
for Rajasthan Royals in the
2020 IPL, again held anchor
hitting four boundaries and
two sixes.

His opening partner
Divyansh was a bit more
aggressive as he hit six
boundaries in his half-centu-
ry. Just when they had com-
pleted a century stand, the
heavens opened up to play
spoilsport.

Skipper Priyam Garg was
happy that they had a tough
game against New Zealand
before facing the Aussies in
the semi-final. 
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Wicket-keeping alongside bat-
ting is a lot more work but

India’s KL Rahul on Friday said “he
is loving” the additional responsi-
bility as it is bringing the best out
of him.

Rahul, who scored 56 runs of
27 balls in the first game kept full-
time first during three-match ODI
series against Australia last week.
Following his good work with both
bat and behind the stumps, Kohli
had said he will continue with his
dual role “for a while” as it lends
massive balance to the team. 

“I’m quite honestly loving it. At
the international stage, it might
seem very new and it might seem
like I’ve never kept. (But) I’ve kept
for my IPL franchise for the last 3-
4 years, and I’ve kept for my first-

class team as and when there is an
opening. I’ve still stayed in touch
with wicket keeping.

“I enjoy staying behind the
stumps and it also gives me a great
idea about how the pitch is playing,
and I can pass on that message to
the bowlers and the captains with
field-sets and everything. As a
keeper, that’s also your responsibil-
ity to stay active and pass the mes-
sage on to your captain as to what
lengths are better and what I feel we
can do better.”

It is extra work but staying
behind the stumps also helps bat-
ting, feels Rahul.

“As a batsman as well, after
keeping for 20 overs, especially you
get a fair idea on what are the good
shots on this kind of wicket and so
I’m enjoying the responsibility and
so far so good for me.”
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���������New Zealand’s
Ross Taylor lamented that
their bowlers didn’t put
enough pressure on the
Indian batsmen in the
first T20I, held at a ground
with odd dimensions.

The experienced mid-
dle-order batsman said
that the hosts were prob-
ably 10-15 runs short on
a batting beauty at Eden
Park, but failed with extras
and lack of pressure on the
Indian middle order.

“It is hard to tell at

Eden Park. In
the last three
overs India
bowled well and
we didn’t get a big
over. We still did
get 100 in the last 10
overs to put pres-
sure on them but
it’s always hard to
gauge,” Taylor said. “We
bowled well but some-
times have to give cred-
it to how batsmen are. In
T20s you have to learn
quick and we have to

adapt. Our bowlers will
have to look at
them and at the
same time their

batsmen are a
class line-up

all the way
through.

“ T h e
way we

attack them
in the next
game will be
crucial. How we

attack them and
how we do that

on Sunday.”
The batsman appreci-

ated the base set earlier but
said the middle order did-
n’t generate enough
momentum in the last
few overs.

“A lot of times when
you play at Eden Park
wind is a factor and you
are able to attack from
both ends. It was hard to
know what a good total is.
They won with an over to
spare so we were definite-
ly 10-15 runs short.” PTI
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