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As the death toll and infec-
tion from the lethal coro-

navirus outbreak continued to
climb up steadily in China,
India on Tuesday began process
to evacuate nearly 240 of its
nationals from Wuhan city in
the infection-hit Chinese
province of Hubei. Air India
will send a special flight to
Wuhan to bring back stranded
Indian citizens.

Reports said that the
Directorate General of Civil
Aviation (DGCA) has given
mandatory clearance to send a
Boeing 747 flight to Wuhan for
the evacuation of the Indian
citizens. 

India has made a formal
request to China for facilitating
the evacuation and the Civil
Aviation Ministry was awaiting
the approval of Chinese author-
ities.

The decision for the evac-
uation was taken at a high-level
meeting chaired by Cabinet
Secretary Rajiv Gauba. The
meeting carried out a detailed
review of the situation arising
out of outbreak of coronavirus
in China where more than 100
people have died and over
2,000 infected with the disease.

As India started the prepa-
rations to evacuate over 250
Indians, mostly students, stuck
in the province, its embassy in
Beijing said these nationals
will have to undergo a manda-

tory 14-day quarantine on their
return.

China has reported 24
more deaths on Tuesday from
the coronavirus epidemic, tak-
ing the number of fatalities to
106 as the confirmed cases of
pneumonia caused by the out-
break stand at 4,515, the
Chinese health authorities said.

The Chinese Government
has already locked down
Wuhan as also other cities in
the Hubei province with strict
travel restrictions in and out of

the area.
In view of a confirmed case

of coronavirus in Nepal, the
Centre has asked the five States
bordering the neighbouring
nation (Uttarakhand, Uttar
Pradesh, Bihar, West Bengal
and Sikkim) to be alert and
keep hospitals ready to meet
any emergency. After airports
and border areas, it has now
initiated entry screening at the
international ports having traf-
fic from China.

Asserting that there was no

confirmed case of the coron-
avirus, Union Health Minister
Harsh Vardhan said India was
making all efforts to detect and
check the spread of the virus.
As part of the preparedness,
India has also increased the
number of airports from seven
to 20 to do thermal screening
of passengers for possible expo-
sure to the deadly coronavirus,
and made four more laborato-
ries functional other than NIV-
Pune for testing samples. 

Continued on Page 4
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Delhi Police’s Crime Branch,
in a joint operation with

the Bihar Police, on Tuesday
arrested Sharjeel Imam — a
JNU scholar and the organis-
er of the Shaheen Bagh anti-
CAA protest — in a sedition
case from Jehanabad in Bihar.
A local court handed Sharjeel
over to the Delhi Police team
on a transit remand.

Sharjeel was wanted by
police in several States, includ-
ing Uttar Pradesh, Assam and
Delhi for his seditious speech.
He was slapped with a sedition
case for allegedly making
inflammatory speeches in
Jamia Millia Islamia and
Aligarh Muslim University
after a video of his purported
speech went viral where he is
heard speaking about “cutting
off ” Assam and the northeast
from the rest of India.

Police had earlier raided
Sharjeel’s ancestral home on
Sunday, but he eluded the
dragnet. A graduate in com-
puter science from IIT-Bombay
had shifted to Delhi for pur-
suing research at the Centre for
Historical Studies at the JNU.

According to Jehanabad
Superintendent of Police
Manish Kumar, Sharjeel was
arrested in the afternoon from
a place close to his ancestral
house, hours after his younger
brother Muzzamil Imam was
picked up for questioning and
grilled by police. The officer
did not disclose further details
though unconfirmed reports
said that Sharjeel, who had
arrived in his native district the

previous night, was hiding in a
mosque to which he was taken
by a close relative. However,
Sharjeel claimed that he had
surrendered before the police. 

“I surrendered to the Delhi
Police at 3 pm. I am willing to
cooperate with the investiga-
tion. I have full faith in due

process of law. My safety and
security are now in the hand of
Delhi Police. Let peace prevail,”
he tweeted.

An FIR was registered
against Sharjeel by the Delhi
Police on January 25 under IPC
sections 124 A (sedition) and
153 A (promoting or attempt-

ing to promote disharmony or
feelings of enmity on grounds
of religion, race, place of birth,
residence, language, caste or
community or any other
ground whatsoever).

“Two videos came to light,
one was of December 13 at
Jamia Millia Islamia and other
was of January 16 at AMU,
where it was noticed that
Sharjeel had delivered very
inflammatory speeches in
opposition to the CAA and the
NRC,” Deputy Commissioner
of Police Rajesh Deo said in
Delhi.

During investigation,
police said they saw Sharjeel in
a video attending an anti-CAA
rally in Bihar on January 25.

“The Crime Branch team
was sent to Bihar on the same
day. They were in touch with
Patna and Jehanabad Police
and were continuously con-
ducting raids. 

The SIT which is investi-
gating three cases related to
clashes on December 13 and
December 15 in Delhi will
analyse if his speeches had
played any role in inciting the
violence, the police said.

Continued on Page 4
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After Union Home Minister
Amit Shah posted videos

on social media, saying eight
BJP MPs visited schools
of the Delhi
Government on
Monday and
found them in
the “miserable” con-
dition, AAP national con-
vener and Delhi Chief Minister
Arvind Kejriwal and his deputy
Manish Sisodia refuted the
claim and termed all the videos
as “fake”. 

Showing the video of the
same schools, Sisodia said the
BJP MPs made video of old
buildings of schools to mislead
people. He showed the video of
the gate of the school tweeted
by BJP MP Gautam Gambhir
on which a public notice was
pasted which reads that the
school is shifted to another
building in October 2019. 

“All the children have been
shifted to another school. The
demolition of old building was
halted following the direction

of the EC,” he said.   
Sisodia said that BJP MP

Parvesh Varma tweeted a video
of the old building of a school
in Matiala, hiding the nearby
new building. “Some rooms in
the old building are still being

used. Varma
only filmed
the old build-
ing. 

Sisodia played a video of
school building in which high
quality desks, fans, green
boards, etc, are visible. “There
is a municipal school right
opposite it which is full of
water. Children are forced to
study sitting on a carpet with-
out desk. While there is desk
for every child in our schools,”
he added.

Accusing BJP MP Hansraj
Hans of threatening the estate
manager of a school at
Mangolpuri and forcing him to
open the school gate at night  to
capture on camera a room
without desk, Sisodia said the
MP may not know that every
school has a multi-purpose
room where children practise

music and arts. 
Referring to another school

visited by another BJP MP,
Sisodia said, “This old building
of the school is situated in Prem
Nagar and a demolition order
issued on October 10, 2019. It
was delayed only due to the
elections.” 

Kejriwal invited Shah to
visit Government schools once
again with him and witness the
transformation of the same.

“Shah ji may hate us and the
AAP but it does not mean he
should insult the 16 lakh chil-
dren, 32 lakh parents and
65,000 teachers of Delhi by
lying,” said Kejriwal.

Kejriwal said the Delhi’s
Government schools were in a
very bad condition when we
took over five years ago, but
today the schools are being dis-
cussed across the world. 

Continued on Page 4
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Against the backdrop of
reports of the abduction of

a 24-year-old Hindu woman
from her wedding venue in
Sindh in Pakistan, India on
Tuesday summoned a senior
official of the Pakistan High
Commission here and served a
strong demarche. India also
asked Pakistan to investigate
the matter and take urgent
action to provide security to its
citizens, including the minor-
ity Hindu community.

Giving this stern message,
New Delhi asked Islamabad to
take immediate measures to
expeditiously bring the perpe-
trators of such despicable and
heinous acts to justice.

“India summoned a senior
official from the Pakistan High
Commission and made a

strong demarche against
abduction of a girl from Hindu
minority from her marriage
ceremony on January 25, with
the help of local police in Hala
city of Sindh province,” an
official source said. India also
issued a demarche regarding
the desecration of Mata 
Rani Bhatiyani temple in
Tharparkar, Sindh, on 
January 26. 

Reports said the woman
was abducted midway through
her marriage ceremony at Hala
city in Sindh province two
days ago.

Continued on Page 4
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Fed up with being stalked
and subjected to lewd

advances, an irate girl threw
acid on a youth at a shop in
Gonamau village of Maurawa
police station area of Unnao
late on Monday night.

After the incident, addi-
tional force was deployed in the
area as a precautionary mea-
sure as the victim and the
stalker belong to different reli-
gions. As per police, the 24-
year-old suffered 50 per cent
burns and was admitted to
hospital where his condition
was said to be critical with burn
injuries on his nape, back,
chest and left shoulder. 

He was later referred to a
Lucknow hospital. The youth
and the girl are followers of dif-
ferent religions, which restrict-
ed the police from acting
against the girl in question.

Continued on Page 4
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At the peak of onion crisis,
the Centre imported

33,500 tonnes onions at around
�50 per kg. Now it has decid-
ed to offer to the States the
same “tasteless” and “watery”
onions at �10-15 per kg.

The Ministry of Consumer
Affairs on Tuesday directed
National Agricultural
Cooperative Marketing
Federation of India Ltd
(NAFED) to sell these onions
in the open market across the
country to dispose off huge
stock imported from Turkey
and Egypt. 

Presently, 33,500 tonnes
unsold imported onions are
lying in containers at Mumbai
port as there are no takers due
to its size, taste and higher
costs. Besides, the Government
may lift ban on exports on
onions by February-end after
softening its prices in the
domestic market. 

Sources in the Ministry
said that the Ministry will pro-
vide onions at cheaper rate
(between �10 and 15 per kg) to

States to ease the supply in the
domestic market and sell its
huge stock of onion imported
from Turkey and Egypt. 

“The Ministry has con-
veyed the State Governments
that imported onions will be at
cheaper rates, much below the
landed cost. These are good
quality onions, good in taste
and bigger in size,” sources
added. 

According to sources, the

Ministry has urged the BJP-
ruled States — Uttar Pradesh,
Haryana, and Karnataka — to
buy onions at lower prices as
soon as possible as the import-
ed onions are susceptible to
moisture if kept outside a con-
trolled environment.

According to sources, 250
refrigerated containers with
about 7,000 tonnes of import-
ed onions rotting and lying idle
for about a month now at

Mumbai port and importers
are in no hurry to clear their
consignments as the landed
cost of onions is way above the
local market costs.

The Government’s original
plan was to sell imported
onions at an average of �49-55
per kg on a no-profit-no-loss
basis. But there are virtually no
takers for the imported onions
as they are larger in size, near-
ly four times the size of onions
from Nashik, but significantly
less pungent and taste are dif-
ferent. As per the Department
of Consumer Affairs data,
Maharashtra, Assam, Haryana,
Karnataka and Odisha have
withdrawn their demand of
10,000 metric tonnes (MT),
3,000 MT, 3,480 MT, 250 MT
and 100 MT of imported
onion, respectively.

“The Modi Government
has also approached Maldives,
Bangladesh, Nepal and Sri
Lanka to sell these onions at
“no profit no loss” basis but
they have shown no interest,”
said officials of Ministry of
Food and Consumer Affairs.

The bulb now sells for

�23-30 /kg in the wholesale
market while it is around �50-
60 per kg depending upon
quality and locality from the
peak of �160 per kg last month.
Fresh onion is available from
January to May. The arrival of
onions has improved in the
past one week and shortfall has
reduced from 26 per cent to 20
per cent in the mandis. 

Retail onion prices had
skyrocketed across the country
due to supply disruption from
flood-affected growing States
like Maharashtra, Karnataka
and Madhya Pradesh.

In September 2019, the
Government banned the
export of onions to increase
availability of the commodity in
the domestic market and con-
tain rising prices. The
Government had also imposed
stock limits on traders.

Onion production is esti-
mated to have declined by
around 25 per cent in the
Kharif and late Kharif seasons
of 2019-20 crop year compared
to the previous year due to late
monsoon and then excess rains
in the major producing States.
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Shaheen Bagh’s anti-CAA
protesters have taken a cen-

tre stage in the BJP’s Assembly
poll campaign. The latest in the
list of leaders to raise the
Shaheen Bagh issue is BJP MP
Parvesh Verma. 

His Tuesday statement that
anti-CAA Shaheen Bagh pro-
testers “will enter your homes
to rape and kill women” pro-
voked Opposition outrage. The
Delhi Chief Electoral Officer
submitted a report on Verma’s
remarks to the Election
Commission.

Verma, who is an MP from
the West Delhi, asserted in an
election rally on Monday that
the Shaheen Bagh protest site
will be cleared in an hour on
February 11 if his party comes
to power. He also raised the
spectre of the repeat of ethnic
cleansing of Kashmiri Pandits
in Delhi.

“What happened in
Kashmir with Kashmiri Pandits
could happen in Delhi also.
Lakhs of people gather at
Shaheen Bagh, they could enter
houses rape and kill your sis-
ters and daughters. The people
need to decide now,” Verma
told PTI, controversial com-
ments that attracted wide-
spread attention.

He also told media persons

that there should be a probe
into who is instigating people
to protest against the CAA
despite repeated clarifications
by the Government that no
Indian would lose citizenship
due to the amended law.

In an election rally on the
same day, Union Minister of
State for Finance Anurag
Thakur egged on the crowd to
raise an incendiary slogan —
“shoot the traitors” — after he
lashed out at anti-CAA pro-
testers. The EC has issued a
show-cause notice to Thakur. 

Taking an objection over
Verma and Thakur’s remarks,
Delhi Congress president
Subhash Chopra and his party
colleague Ajay Maken filed
complaints with the Election
Commission and urged it to
ban the BJP leaders for making
“provocative statements to
incite communal violence”.

Continued on Page 4
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Aman brandishing pistol at
Shaheen Bagh stir site was

overpowered by protesters on
Tuesday, according to sources.
The Delhi Police sources later
identified the man as
Mohammad Luqmaan, a local
property dealer. Luqmaan had
gone to the protest site and
requested agitators to lift road
blockade leading to spat.

A video clip of the alleged
incident has gone viral in
which a man with a pistol can
be seen being overpowered by
protesters. The man was later
handed over to the police. A
senior official said they have
not received any complaint
regarding the incident and
the man had a licensed gun. 

Posting about the 3 pm
incident, Shaheen Bagh pro-
testers tweeted at 6 pm, “Urgent
appeal from Shaheen Bagh:
Armed anti-social elements
have entered the protest area.
We fear that more right-wing
groups could enter and launch
an attack. We appeal to all to
join the protest, strengthen
our numbers and prevent any
violence. Infiltrators have been
caught and neutralised.”

One of the protesters Syed
Taseer Ahmed said a local,
who claimed to have links with
a political party, climbed up
the stage and threatened peo-
ple to end the agitation.

Continued on Page 4
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Traffic restrictions and diver-
sions will be in place on

Wednesday for Beating the
Retreat ceremony at Vijay
Chowk and Illumination of the
Rashtrapati Bhavan, police said.

Vijay Chowk will be closed
for traffic from 2 pm to 9.30 pm,
according to an advisory issued
by the Delhi Police.  

Parking will be available
for those coming to view the illu-
mination at Vijay Chowk behind
the water channels between Rafi
Marg and 'C' Hexagon.

Traffic will not be allowed
on Rafi Marg between Sunehri
Masjid and Krishi Bhawan
roundabouts, Raisina Road from
Krishi Bhawan roundabout
towards Vijay Chowk, beyond

Dara Shikoh Road, Krishna
Menon Marg and Sunehri
Masjid roundabouts towards
Vijay Chowk.

Rajpath will also be closed
for traffic between Vijay Chowk
and 'C' Hexagon which would be
open only for pedestrians.

Entry and exit gates at Delhi
Metro's Udyog Bhawan and
Central Secretariat stations will
remain closed from 2 pm to 6.30
pm. The stations fall on Yellow
Line that connects Huda City
Centre with Samaypur Badli.

People are advised to take
alternate routes, including Ring
Road, Ridge Road, Aurobindo
Marg, Madarsa T-Point,
Safdarjung Road, Kamal Ataturk
Marg, Rani Jhansi Road, Minto
Road.

The DTC and other city

buses will be diverted from
their normal routes from 2 pm
to 9.30 pm to avoid traffic con-
gestion near the India Gate and
on roads around the venue of the
ceremony. 

Buses coming from
Shantipath and bound for
Central Secretariat and
Connaught Place will take
Panchsheel Marg-Simon Boliver
Marg-Vande Matram Marg-
roundabout Shankar Road -
Park Street, it stated. 

Buses bound for Central
Secretariat will terminate at
Udyan Marg and return via
Kali Bari Marg - Mandir Marg
- Shankar Road, the advisory
said. It asked people to report to
the nearest policeman on duty
if any unidentified object or sus-
picious person is seen.
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A34-year-old woman and
her husband were arrested

for allegedly killing a man with
whom she was in relation in
Rohini's Kanjhawala area.

The accused identified as
Dunia Lal Mahto (38) and his
wife, both residents of
Madhubani district in Bihar.

According to SD Mishra,
the Deputy Commissioner of
Police (DCP), Rohini district,
on January 8, a person was
found dead in Kanjhawala area.

"Police checked the missing
persons register and identified
the deceased on January 7 as
Amar Gaud. His father had
lodged a missing report. He was
missing since 10 am on January
5 with his cab. The postmortem
report revealed the cause of
death as asphyxia due to stran-
gulation," said the DCP. 

"During investigation,
police got a tip-off and appre-
hended Mahto and his wife

from Jaipur. On their instance,
the cab and the rope used to
strangulating the deceased were
also recovered," said the DCP. 

"Interrogation revealed that
the woman knew the deceased
from past six months. Her hus-
band got to know about their
relationship. Her relationship
with the deceased did not work
well, due to which she decided
to get rid of him," said the DCP. 

"On the day of the inci-
dent, she called the deceased to
her room and gave him some
crushed sleeping pills in
sweets. Later, she called her
husband inside the room and
they strangulated the
deceased," the DCP said.

"After killing him, they
took his body in the cab and
dumped it in a vacant plot at
Kanjhawala. After disposing off
the body, they vacated the room
and took away all their belong-
ings. They abandoned the taxi
near Rohtak Road and took a
bus for Jaipur," the DCP added.
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Ahead of
t h e

February 8
A s s e m b l y
polls, four
p e r s o n s
were arrest-
ed for allegedly supplying illic-
it liquor in the national Capital,
police said on Tuesday.

Deepak (28), a resident of
Bhiwani in Haryana, Sagar (29),
Himanshu (20), both residents
of Malkaganj and Mohit (21), a
native of Shamli in Uttar
Pradesh were held in separate
incidents and 12,000 bottles of
illicit liquor were seized from
them, they said.

In the first incident, Deepak,
Sagar and Himanshu were
nabbed from Jharoda Kalan
area of Najafgarh while carrying
300 cartons of illicit liquor, they
said. In a separate incident,
Mohit was arrested with 60 car-
tons of illicit liquor in his car,
they said.
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Four people have been arrest-
ed for allegedly killing a man

last week following an alterca-
tion with him in Shahdara's
Mansarovar Park area, police
said on Tuesday. 

Rishi Kapur (46), a resident
of GTB Enclave, was killed on
Saturday night, following which
Gulshan (26), Gurusewak (23),
Gurudas Singh (22) and Pardeep
Singh were arrested, they said.

Police said Pardeep Singh is
a resident of Shahdara while the
rest are residents of Mansarovar
Park.

During investigation, it was
revealed that Kapur was a his-
tory sheeter and was involved in
11 criminal cases. 

On the night of the incident,
Kapur went to Gulshan's house
where an altercation broke out
between them. Kapur was
assaulted and the accused
stabbed him to death, a senior
police officer said. 

On Monday, police received
information that two of the

accused would come near the
Cremation Ground at Dwarka
Sector-19 to meet their other
associates, he said. The officer
said a team was waiting, and
Gulshan and Gurusewak were
apprehended around 6.35 pm.
Two loaded  country-made pis-
tols were seized, police said. On
their instance, Gurudas and
Pardeep were also arrested from
near the DDA park, opposite to
the Old Bindapur Police Station,
they added.
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Widespread rain in Delhi
led to an improvement in

the air quality on Tuesday and
the minimum temperature set-
tled at 10.5 degrees Celsius, two
notches above the normal.

The maximum tempera-
ture in the city was recorded at
22.5 degrees Celsius.

At 4 pm, the overall air
quality index (AQI) stood at
243, down from 345 on
Monday, according to the
Central Pollution Control
Board. 

An AQI between 201-300
is considered "poor" and 301-
400 "very poor".

The Indian Meteorological
Department said the wind
direction will change to north-
westerly Wednesday onwards.
Chilly winds from the hills will
cause the temperature to fall to
6 degrees Celsius by Friday.

High-velocity winds
Wednesday onwards will
reduce the chances of fog and
improve air quality in the
national Capital, it said.

*�����!	�
���
����6������4������

���� ./!�0/1)�

Oxford University Press
(OUP) on Tuesday

named ‘Samvidhaan'
(Constitution) the Oxford
Hindi Word of 2019, saying it
received widespread attention
in the year which was witness
to the spirit of the Indian
Constitution being embraced
across segments of the society.

It said the word was cho-
sen as 2019 saw the values of
democracy, secularism, justice,
liberty, equality and fraterni-
ty being tested on the touch-
stone of the Constitution or
‘Samvidhaan'. 
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Accusing the BJP of “insult-
ing” the people of the

national Capital by bringing
200 MPs, 70 Ministers and 11
Chief Ministers from outside to
defeat him in the February 8
Assembly polls, AAP national
convener Arvind Kejriwal urged
people to recount the develop-
ment works done in Delhi in the
past five years in front of the BJP
leaders when they visit different
areas asking for votes. 

Kejriwal held a roadshow in
Gokalpur constituency on
Tuesday in favour of party can-
didate Surendra Kumar. He also
appealed people to vote on
development done by the AAP
Government in Delhi in last five
years on Tuesday. Kejriwal also
held roadshows in Karawal
Nagar. 

"This fight is between the
two crore people of Delhi and
200 BJP MPs. When they come,
recount all the works done in the
last five years and send them
back to their states. Do not let

them insult Delhi," he said. 
" All the parties including

BJP, Congress, JD(U), RJD, LJP,
and parties from across the
nation have come together to
defeat the people of Delhi. They
are coming to defeat your son
Kejriwal. They are coming to
insult all of us. They will come
and say your schools are in bad

condition, your mohalla clinics
are in bad shape. Will you keep
quiet?" Kejriwal asked to which
the audience responded with a
resounding "no". 

Addressing party support-
ers, Kejriwal said he has worked
as an elder son of the family. "I
paid the electricity and water
bills like an elder son of your

family, I arranged for a good
education for the children of the
family, I took care of the health
of your family and arranged for
their medicines, I arranged for
pilgrimage for the elders of the
family as an elder son," he said. 

Kejriwal further said "If
they visit your area, welcome
them properly, ask them they are

from which state and then ask
them about Delhi. Please also
ask them about the number of
hours that their states receive
electricity and its price. And then
tell them that Delhi receives 24-
hour free electricity. 

"Ask them about the water
bills that the people of their states
receive. If they quote a price, tell
them that Delhi has a free water
supply. Ask them whether their
states have mohalla Clinics, and
show them one if need be. Ask
them the results achieved by
their school students, and tell
them that students of Delhi
have received 96 per cent. And
when all this is done, serve them
tea and advise them to go back
and handle their states instead
of giving speeches in Delhi," he
added. The voting in the Delhi
Assembly Election will be held
on February 8 and the counting
of votes will take place on
February 11. The last Assembly
election in Delhi was held in
2015 in which the AAP won
with a thumping majority secur-
ing 67 seats out of 70 seats.
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Seeking to promote India as
a global heritage motoring

tourism destination, a nearly
4,000-km expedition of iconic
vintage cars will kick off from
the national capital on
February 17, traversing
through 17 historic cities across
the country and making several
pit stops at royal palaces, its
organiser said on Tuesday.

The 23-day 'Incredible
India Rally' organised by a
heritage trust will culminate in
the City of Lakes, Udaipur, on
March 10 where the partici-
pants, comprising nearly 15
global vintage car aficionados
and some Indian heritage auto-
mobile enthusiasts, will expe-
rience the festival of Holi in all
its glory.

Preceding this mega event
will be a Concours d'Elegance
(car show) on February 15 to

be held at India Gate, said
Madan Mohan, chairman and
managing trustee of 21 Gun
Salute Heritage & Cultural
Trust.

The 'Incredible India Rally'
is being organised by the trust
in association with the Ministry
of Tourism, he said.

"The oldest car in the rally
will be showcased by industri-
alist Gautam Singhania, who is
bringing five cars from his
stable, including a 1903
Cadillac and 1936 Rolls Royce.
Yohan Poonawalla will bring a
set of five cars, including two
Rolls Royce beauties, and Ratan
Tata's brother Jimmy Tata too
will showcase his vintage cars,"
Mohan told 

About 150 cars, including
15 from abroad, will be show-
cased during the Concours
d'Elegance at India Gate on
February 15 which will then be
driven by their proud owners to

Karma Lake Lands,
Gurgaon."Indian culture and
heritage motoring are the two
strong pillars of our Concours.
Both aspects highlight that the
21 Gun Salute vintage cars
show is of special importance
and attract both participants
and visitors. For the past eight
years, the event has grown in all
aspects to become a magnifi-
cent show that attracts tourists
and motoring buffs from
around the world," Mohan said.

The 'Incredible India Rally'
seeks to promote India as a
global heritage motoring
tourism destination. It will
start from Delhi and traverse
through Agra, Sawai
Madhopur, Jaipur, Gajner,
Jaiselmer, Khimsar, Jodhpur,
Mt Abu, Rann of Kutch,
Mandvi, Rajkot, Gir,
Bhavnagar, Vadodara,
Dungarpur and Udaipur
among other historic cities.

New Delhi: "Expeditious deci-
sion" by the President on mercy
petition cannot be a ground to
challenge its rejection by one of
the four death row convicts in
the Nirbhaya gangrape and
murder case, the Centre told the
Supreme Court on Tuesday.

Delay in deciding the mercy
petition by the President would
have a "de-humanising effect"
on the convict, the Centre said.

Opposing the plea of the
convict, Mukesh Kumar Singh,
against the rejection on his
mercy petition, it also said that
allegations of ill-treatment in jail
cannot be a ground for mercy
to a person who has committed
such a heinous crime.

While the counsel appear-
ing for Mukesh argued that
"hate the sin, not the sinner",
Solicitor General Tushar Mehta
told a bench headed by Justice
R Banumathi that the convict
cannot be allowed to have this
kind of "luxury litigation" in the
case.

The bench, also comprising
Justices Ashok Bhushan and AS
Bopanna, asked senior advocate
Anjana Prakash, appearing for
Mukesh, as to how they can say
there was "non-application of
mind" by the President in reject-
ing the mercy plea on January
17.

The bench, after hearing
arguments from both the sides,
reserved its order for
Wednesday.

The four death row convicts
— Mukesh, Pawan Gupta, Vinay
Kumar Sharma and Akshay
Kumar — are scheduled to be
hanged at 6 AM on February 1. 

During the arguments,
Prakash told the court that
entire materials and records of
the case were not placed before
the President when he was con-
sidering the mercy plea.

Mehta countered the sub-
missions and said, "Entire mate-
rial which was required to be
considered by the President
was sent to the President by the
Ministry of Home Affairs".

"Delay can be an argument
to challenge it but expeditious
decision on mercy plea can
never be an argument to chal-
lenge the dismissal of mercy
petition," Mehta said, "A person

on death row faces death every
day. If there is delay, it would
have a de-humanising effect.
There cannot and should not be
any delay in deciding mercy
plea".

Mehta said that as per lat-
est medical report of Mukesh,
which was also sent to the
President, he is "fit and fine". 

Referring to an earlier ver-
dict of the apex court, he argued
it was said in the judgement that
it would not be appropriate for
the top court to lay down guide-
lines as to how the President
should use his power under
Article 72 of the Constitution.

Article 72 of the
Constitution deals with power
of the President to grant par-
dons and to suspend, remit or
commute sentences in certain
cases.

Mehta placed before the
bench two original files, one
containing correspondence for
consideration of mercy petition
filed by Mukesh and another file
containing notings.

"Both the files are received
and kept for perusal of the
court," the bench said and
declined the request of peti-
tioner's counsel seeking per-
mission to peruse the files.

Prakash told the bench that
records relating to certain super-
vening circumstances, including
solitary confinement, were not
placed before the President.

Referring to an earlier apex
court verdict, she argued that a
death row convict can be kept
in solitary confinement only
after dismissal of his or her
mercy plea but in this case,
Mukesh was kept in solitary
confinement time and again.

Prakash argued that non-
application of mind includes
non-appreciation of materials
and records relating to solitary
confinement and custodial tor-
ture, including sexual abuse of
Mukesh in jail, were never sent
to the President. 

She said that keeping a
convict in solitary confinement
is one of the circumstances to
commute death penalty.

Mehta, however, argued
that keeping a convict in solitary
confinement and keeping him
or her in a separate cell in jail

were different things.
"He (Mukesh) was never

kept in solitary confinement. He
was kept in a separate cell for
some time and this can be
done with other prisoners also,"
he said.

Prakash argued that
process of deciding the mercy
plea cannot be expedited at the
"cost of justice" as it is a matter
of life and death of a person.

When she pointed out to
the role of Mukesh in the case,
the bench said, "All these aspects
have been dealt with by the trial
court, high court and this
court".

"How can you say that these
facts were not placed before his
excellency the President? How
can you say that there was non-
application of mind by the
President," the bench asked.

Prakash told the bench that
jail authorities had forwarded
documents like role of Mukesh,
his medical report, trial court
judgement and details of pun-
ishment awarded to him along
with the mercy petition.

"Are you contending that he
(President) has to look into
every documents while dealing
with mercy petition?," the bench
asked.

To this, Prakash said entire
records of the case should have
been sent to the President for his
perusal.

"You punish the sin, but
deal with sinner in a different
way," she said, adding, "He
(Mukesh) was sexually abused
in jail. His brother and co-
accused (Ram Singh) was mur-
dered in jail. He has said in his
mercy petition that he has not
slept for five years due to fear of
being attacked or abused in jail".

The apex court had earlier
rejected the curative pleas of
Mukesh and Akshay. The other
two convicts, Pawan (25) and
Vinay, are yet to file curative
petitions in the top court.

The 23-year-old physio-
therapy intern, who came to be
known as "Nirbhaya", was gang-
raped and savagely assaulted on
the night of December 16,
2012, in a moving bus in South
Delhi. She died of her injuries
a fortnight later in a Singapore
hospital. PTI
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With polling date for
Assembly elections

approaching in Delhi, the fight
has been become a do-or-die sit-
uation for the Bharatiya Janata
Party (BJP) as the party's nation-
al president, Defence Minister
and Chief Ministers of other
BJP-ruled States have joined
the political battlefield to wrest
power from the Aam Aadmi
Party's (AAP's) national con-
venor Arvind Kejriwal. 

Interestingly, the AAP is
evolving as a party but limited
to few States. On the other
hand,  BJP has evolved as world's
largest political party. Delhi's
political battle ground has
turned as Kejriwal vs BJP as on
Tuesday, the Cabinet Minister
Rajnath Singh and Chief
Minister of Himachal Pardesh
along attacked Kejriwal for
spending large amount on pub-
lic relation exercise. 

At one side in the 'war of
words', Singh accused opposi-
tion parties of misleading peo-

ple on the issue of the
Citizenship Amendment Act
(CAA), National Population
Register (NPR) and the National
Register of Citizens(NRC) while
on other side Thakur hitting out
at Kejriwal citing annual budget
amount for publicity in
Himachal Pardesh. 

Addressing an election rally
in Kodnli, the Defence minister
Singh said that some people are
playing politics over the CAA,
but we will not allow them to
succeed. 

CM Thakur also said that
AAP leader as part of his pub-
lic relation exercise has spent Rs
500 crore on advertisements
and publicity. "In Himachal
Pradesh, our annual budget for
publicity is 10 crore," Thakur
said while addressing a gather-
ing of BJP members, including
60 to 70 women members, at
Trinagar here.  

The women of Delhi will
uproot Kejriwal in the polls, they
will support the several initia-
tives and works done by the
Modi government for their

empowerment," Thakur said 
Alleging that the Kejriwal

government had done nothing
to improve the city's condition,
Thakur said people in Delhi are
waiting for the BJP to form gov-
ernment so that they can expe-
rience development.

"When I walked in the lanes
of Delhi, I only saw dirt, broken
roads, clogged potholes. These
are not shown in advertise-
ments," the Himachal Pradesh
chief minister said.

Referring to the anti-
Citizenship (Amendment) Act
protests at Shaheen Bagh here,
he said there will be no roll back
of the law. "Let them say or do
anything till anytime, CAA
won't be withdrawn. When we
are not against any particular
group or community, why
should the citizenship law be
rejected?" Thakur said. Union
Minister Harsh Vardhan, who
was present at the gathering said
he did not want to evaluate
Kejriwal's work. "His fake
promises and advertising speaks
for itself, he added. 
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While the Aam Aadmi Party's
(AAP's) freebies have

become popular in Delhi ahead of
Assembly elections, Union
Minister and State election in-
charge Praksah Javadekar present-
ed Bharatiya Janata Party's (BJP's)
report card to convey Central
Government policies benefiting
Delhi people. 

Lauding Prime Minister
Narendra Modi Government in
Center for conferring ownership
rights to more than 40 lakh people
living in 1731 unathorised colonies,
Javadekar said, "Under the scheme
Jahan Jhuggi Wahan Makan, two
room set pucca houses are being
allotted. Central Government has
also waived conversion charge of 10
lakh shopkeepers and ended the
danger of sealing from their heads." 

"Three Lakh cottage industries
have also been given relief under
which the Central Government has
increased the number of workers
from 5 to 9 and increased the
power consumption from 9 to 11
KW which will help self employ-

ment," the BJP minister said, "It has
also urbanized 79 villages of Delhi
and the land has become freehold
paving the way for development of
these villages."

Javadekar also mentioned
about the expansion of Delhi
Metro Rail Corporation (DMRC).
"Every day 60 lakh persons com-
mute every day and this is the
fourth largest transport system in
the world."

Accusing Aam Aadmi Party
(AAP), he said that Kejriwal
Government has delayed the Metro
Phase - IV by three years resulting
in loss to the people and increase
in the cost of Metro Rail. 

"Metro projects are being
implemented in 12 states of the
country but it is Kejriwal who cre-
ated controversy and only after the
intervention of Supreme Court, he
released the funds due to be paid
by Delhi Government."

"The Central Government is
also constructing Rapid Rail road
of 64 kms at the cost of 900 crores
due to which four lakh vehicles will
go out of roads of Delhi," he
added.
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Delhi Chief Minister Arvind
Kejriwal feeling proud in

calling himself an urban naxal
despite holding a constitution-
al post is "shameful", his
Gujarat counterpart Vijay
Rupani said at an election rally
here on Tuesday.

Rupani, who made his
debut in campaigning for the
Delhi Assembly polls, was
speaking at a public meeting in
Dwarka.

He said "while Kejriwal is
standing in support of the
'tukde tukde' gang, the Modi
government is committed to
putting anti-nationals behind
the bars".

"The Delhi chief minister
feels proud in calling himself an
urban naxal. Such comments
by him despite holding a con-
stitutional post are shameful,"

Rupani said while addressing
the gathering.

He highlighted the
"Gujarat model" in his second
rally in Uttam Nagar area here
and appealed to people to vote
for the BJP. 

"Everybody knows the
Gujarat model. The state stands
at third rank in education sec-
tor while the situation in Delhi
is bad because rather than
spending on basics they spend
on advertisements," he said.
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In Delhi's Kasturba Nagar constituen-
cy, a triangular fight is visible between

ruling Aam Aadmi Party (AAP),
Bharatiya Janata Party (BJP) and
Congress. Least bothered about the
national issues like CAA / NRC, people
in New Delhi will vote on the basis of
candidates’ development parameters. 

Interestingly, in traders' dominating
constituency, people are happy with the
new pipeline work done by the ruling
Aam Aadmi Party (AAP) whereas, in
market areas, people lauded beautifi-
cation of streets and parks with the
installation of benches, round tables,
parking spaces, drinking water outlets
by BJP-ruled South Delhi Municipal
Council (SDMC). 

In many parts of Lajpat Nagar con-
stituency, people are directly benefitting
from Mohalla Clinic services and have
started avoiding routine checkup visits
in big private hospital. 

In Defence colony area of the Kasturba
Nagar constituency where the primary
concern is still garbage disposal and traf-

fic congestions, low parking spaces, the
residents are favouring Congress candi-
date, Abhishek Dutt. 

While in other parts of Delhi where
CAA, NRC and NPR are the subject of
debate among residents, the Kasturba
Gandhi people have cleared that the one
who work will get the vote. 

In Amar Colony area, where prima-
ry concern is to get unsealed the shops,

people have hopes from the Central
Government.

Well aware about the Supreme Court
monitoring committee, Environment
Protection Control Authority (EPCA), the
traders said that whosoever in Center can
help us. "We are business people, BJP is in
Center but failed to do anything on seal-
ing issue, we are suffering here, jobs and
business both have suffered," said
Parmeesh Sachdeva, a trader in Amar
Colony. 

In INA, people are more inclined to
BJP. Feeling leftout from AAP's develop-

ment model, people in INA said Kejriwal
always said Modi government does not
allow them to work. "Will vote for BJP,
Delhi has support of central government
in development," said Shrishti Sharma, res-
ident.

Interestingly, active Resident Welfare
Associations (RWAs) in the constituency
is playing crucial rule this time. 

In Lajpat Nagar , INA, Defence Colony
and Andrews Ganj, South Extension are
areas where RWAs are organizing small
gathering and discussing various issues
pertaining water , Sanitation, air pollution
, primary healthcare, beautification of
parks, street lights and installation of
CCTV cameras in their respective areas. 

Supply of drinking water in South
Extension Part- I is an issue.

According to Nishtha, owner of a
coaching institute in South Extension
said that the area is hub for the coaching
centers and Paying guests. "Students across
India stay here to get enrolled themselves
in premier institution of India, however,
many times, I have heard water scarcity

issues, particularly in summer season," she
said. 

People residing in South Extension
shared that AAP Government never vis-
ited in their areas. "Not even in election
time, AAP is focusing on low line areas..If
you see Kotla, AAP's candidates visit there
and take the feedback whereas in our area,
where drinking water is major problem,
AAP is nowhere ," said Sushant Singh. 

In 1972, CL Balmakiof Congress won
elections with 12,578 votes defeated
Bahrtiya Jan Singh candidate Sanwal Das.
In 1977 , Jaswant Singh , Janta Party won
defeated Congress candidate. In 1983
Jagdish Lal Batra from the Bhartiya Janata
Party (BJP) won elections with 9,678
votes, Batra won again in 1993 with
25,215 votes. In 1998 and 2003 BJP can-
didate Sushil Chaudhary won twice with
20,146 and 17,949 votes respectively. 

Interestingly, in 2008, Congress came
back with 33,807 votes while in 2013, with
the induction of Aam Aadmi Party (AAP)
in Delhi, Madan Lal won defeated Shika
Roy, BJP candidate gaining 33,609 vote. 
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The municipal bodies, including New
Delhi Municipal Council (NDMC) and

Delhi cantonment board, have removed
about 5.87 lakh posters, hoardings and ban-
ners illegally erected across the city violat-
ing the model code of conduct (MCC) vio-
lations imposed for the upcoming Delhi
Assembly elections scheduled on 8th
February. 

According to the official data, since the
model code of conduct has been imposed,
the civic authorities have removed a total
number of 58,7,475 posters, hoardings and
banners have been removed under the
Defacement of Properties Act, following the
instructions of Delhi poll body.

Out of the total banners removed,
1,387 of New Delhi Municipal Council,
40,074 of East Delhi Municipal Council,
2,42,420 South Delhi Municipal Council,
3,01,238 of North Delhi Municipal Council
and 2,356 of Delhi Cantonment Board. 

Further, as on date , the law and
enforcement agencies have seized cash,
liquor, drugs, narcotics, precious metal
and freebies worth �38,81,98,319. This
includes �7,53,04,340 cash, �1,38,66,988/-
worth of liquor, �4,66,53,500 worth of
drugs and narcotics, �24,75,23,491 worth of
precious metals, and �48,50,000 of other
items and freebies during the period. 

In the previous Delhi Legislative
Assembly Election, 2015, the overall seizure
worth of �2,42,79,766  was made which
included �42,38,500 cash.

Besides, under violation of MCC, FIR
lodged under Defacement of Public
Property is 401 and FIR lodged under pri-
vate property is 4. Similarly, under violation
of MCC, up to 27.01.2020, a total of 421
entries have been lodged (409 FIR's/12 DD
entry), out of which, 21 AAP ,10 Congress
and 5 BJP and remaining 385 were under
the head of others, independents and non-
political parties.

The data also shows that till date about
288 FIR's have been registered under Arms
Act, in which 316 persons are arrested and
135.64297 kg. Narcotics and Drugs have
been seized by the enforcement agencies.
Also, the excise department has seized 403
bottles, 408 Half, 68,811 quarters of Indian
Made Foreign Liquor (IMFL) and 1231 bot-
tles, 883 Half, 2,09,390 quarters of Country
liquor and 2001 bottles beer and FML 195.7
under Delhi Excise Act. 

Moreover, a total number of 730 
FIR's have been registered in Excise Act 
and 732 persons are arrested in Excise 
Act. Around 372 numbers of unlicensed
arms, weapons have been seized and 413
numbers of cartridges and explosives,
bombs seized. Whereas, 5,299 licensed
arms deposited.
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New Delhi: The Supreme Court on Tuesday granted bail
to 17 convicts in the 2002 Sardarpura post-Godhra riots
case  in which 33 Muslims were burnt alive and asked
them to relocate to Madhya Pradesh and do communi-
ty service.

A Bench comprising Chief Justice S A Bobde and
justices B R Gavai and Surya Kant divided the convicts
in two groups and said one group would move out of
Gujarat and stay at Indore in Madhya Pradesh.

The other group of convicts will have to relocate
themselves to Jabalpur in Madhya Pradesh, the bench
said. The convicts, who were handed down life sentence
in the Sardarpura riots case, have appealed against the
Gujarat High Court order convicting them.

The court said that all the convicts will have to under-
take community services for six hours a week besides
reporting to the local police station on a weekly basis
as bail conditions. The Supreme Court has directed the
District Legal Services Authorities at Indore and
Jabalpur to ensure that the convicts observe bail condi-
tions diligently.

It has also directed DLSA to help the convicts in find-
ing suitable employment for earning their livelihood.

It has directed the Madhya Pradesh State Legal
Service Authority to file a report after three months stat-
ing as to whether the convicts have complied with the
conditions or not. PTI
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The Supreme Court on
Tuesday said that its nine-

judge Constitution bench
would wrap up within 10 days
proceedings in the matter relat-
ing to discrimination against
women in various religions
and at religious places includ-
ing Kerala's Sabarimala
Temple.

A bench headed by Chief
Justice S A Bobde made it clear
that questions to be dealt with
would be purely legal in nature
and it would not take more
time in concluding the hearing.

“It cannot take more than
10 days. Even if someone wants
more time, it cannot be given,”
said the bench which also
comprised justices B R Gavai
and Surya Kant.

The observations came
when Solicitor General Tushar

Mehta mentioned the case
before the bench, saying that in
pursuance of the court's
earlier direction a meeting of

lawyers took place but it could
not finalise the common legal
questions for consideration of
the nine-judge bench.

“We could not finalise
common questions for consid-
eration of my lords. The
Supreme Court can consider
framing the questions,” the law
officer said.

The bench then asked
Mehta to furnish issues dealt by
lawyers in the meeting.

The court will consider
issues related to entry of
Muslim women into mosques,
female genital mutilation in the
Dawoodi Bohra Muslim com-
munity and barring of Parsi
women, married to non-Parsi
men, from the holy fire place at
Agiary.

Krishnanagar (WB): In a reel-
to-real story, a Bangladeshi
man, on a two-day visa to
India, ran from pillar to post in
West Bengal's Nadia district to
trace the family of a mute
Indian man he had rescued 14
years ago from a then unfenced
portion along the internation-
al border.

However, unlike the
Bollywood flick 'Bajrangi
Bhaijaan', where protagonist
Pawan Kumar Chaturvedi —
portrayed by Salman Khan —
slipped into Pakistan and

returned a mute girl to her
mother, the Bangladeshi man
had entered India legally last
week for his search but had to
go back dejected after his visa
expired, sources said.

Md Ariful Islam, a resident
of Chhaigharia village in
Chuadanga district of
Bangladesh, was seen showing
the photograph of a 28-year-old
man to people on the streets, in
the shops and tea stalls in
Nadia's Hanskhali and Gede
areas.

On the day of his return,

January 24, a few people told
Islam that a 14-year-old boy
had gone missing from a village
in Gede 14 years ago but when
he went there, the family did
not recognise the man in the
photo and concluded it was not
their missing son, the sources
said.

However, before return-
ing, Islam had left behind his
phone number and address
with a few people in India, they
said.

“I was working on my agri-
cultural field one day, 14 years

ago, when I saw
a boy standing
alone and cry-
ing on the
Indian side of
the border.

“I rushed
to him as the
border was not
fenced then. I
felt pity for him
upon finding
that he was
mute. So, with-
out thinking of
anything else, I

took him home. Later I came
to know he is a Hindu.
Nevertheless, he is like my
other sons,” Islam had said
before returning to Bangladesh.

Islam said that he could not
come earlier as he failed to
arrange the money needed to
travel to India.

“Though he is an insepa-
rable part of my family now
and it would be very painful for
us to let him go, I felt as he is
a young man now, it is my duty
to return him to his parents,” he
said. PTI 
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Lucknow: SP chief Akhilesh Yadav
on Tuesday termed the Yogi
Adityanath Government in Uttar
Pradesh an “event management com-
pany” that has now launched a new
event called ‘Ganga Yatra’. 

Yadav said the Government only
organised inaugurations and mahot-
savs in the last three years.

The Chief Minister had on
Monday flagged off the five-day
‘Ganga Yatra’ from Bijnor to accel-
erate economies of the villages along
its banks.

“They did nothing new but only
tried to take credit of works of pre-
vious SP Government. This
Government has become an event
management company which has
devised new event ‘Ganga Yatra’,”
Yadav said in a statement.

“This is not new. The Prime
Minister came here and opened

exchequer in the name of ‘Namami
Gange’. However, Ganga is still dirty
as the strategy was not formed prop-
erly,” he added.

Drains are still opening into the
rivers, he said, adding these cam-
paigns are only to show off.

Yadav said the Chief Minister has
put 56 Ministers in the yatra.
“Though the river is 1,140 km, this
yatra aims to cover 1,388 km. The
main motive behind the yatra is to
use budget in the name of Ganga,” the
former chief minister said.

He claimed that the business of
fraud in the name of the river Ganga
is going on since 1985 and over � 900
crore had been spent.

“It’s clear that the chief minister
is only vying to remain in power and
misleading people. However, the peo-
ple of the state have now understood
such gimmicks,” Yadav added. PTI 
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Jammu: BSF troops guarding the
200-km-long International Border
(IB) in Jammu & Kashmir will
soon be armed with anti-drone
system, officials said on Tuesday,
a day after a Pakistani drone was
downed in Arnia sector. 

“We are working on it,” a
senior officer told PTI. On
Monday night, alert BSF troops
shot down a Pakistani cameraless
drone along the IB in Arnia sec-
tor of Jammu district, officials had
said just after the interception.

Another set of officials said on
Tuesday that anti-drone systems
will soon be put in place along the
IB in Jammu-Samba-Kathua belt
to foil any attempt by Pakistan to
effect a drone intrusion in 
future.

“The process of induction is
on,” one of the officials said,
adding that initially five to six sys-
tems will be deployed in the area
of operation on the Jammu fron-

tier. 
The force is also training

troops to handle these systems, the
official said.

In October last year, the BSF
had issued an Expression of
Interest (EoI) for acquiring the
‘Anti Drone System’. The EoI was
issued after several instances of
UAVs dropping arms in Punjab
from across the border were
reported.

As per the specifications, the
force has sought a ground-based
anti-drone system in stand-alone
platform. The instrument will
run on rechargeable batteries, the
BSF has stated as the system has
to be deployed in tough-to-access
border areas that includes dense

forests, desert, rivers and others.
The system, the BSF specifi-

cation said, should be capable to
detect a lone suspicious flying
object or group of UAVs (swarm
attack) from a distance and should
be capable to detect a target them
within 10 seconds.

It (system) should be capable
to do a real-time scan, detection,
track and neutralisation of flying
objects like multi-copters, fixed
wing UAVs and radio-controlled
UAVs in 360-degree environ-
ment, the October draft specifi-
cations said.

The force also desires that the
prospective technology should
have the “capability” to track
multiple UAVs in a specified
range and it should be able to neu-
tralise the flying objects by jam-
ming its radio and GPS (global
positioning system) links simul-
taneously and also trigger signals
to force land the drone. PTI
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From Page 1
As the deadly virus con-

tinued to spread in various
provinces in China, Indian
students, hailing from various
States, including Gujarat, have
expressed their desire to
return. “Indian Embassy is in
constant touch with the
Chinese Government. To
evacuate students and other
Indians from Wuhan, we are
planning to send a plane there.
Our efforts are on to bring
them back. It will take some
days. I urge people to trust the
Government on this,”
Jaishankar told reporters on
his arrival at the Vadodara air-
port in Gujarat. 

“No Indian student has
been found to be affected by
this virus. Parents need not
worry about their children,” he
said. 

In India, suspected cases
have been reported altogeth-

er from Delhi, Goa, Patna,
Mumbai and Rajasthan, but
none yet confirmed. 

On Tuesday, a man was
hospitalised in Goa as a pre-
cautionary measure for possi-
ble exposure to the coron-
avirus during his recent visit to
China, a senior official said on
Tuesday. The man was admit-
ted in the isolation ward of the
Goa Medical College and
Hospital (GMCH) with symp-
toms similar to novel coron-
avirus, officially called the
2019-nCoV, infection, he
added.

“The patient had travelled
to China in the recent past and
had complained of a sore
throat since his return. We
admitted him in an isolation
ward as a precautionary mea-
sure. His samples have been to
Pune for further tests,” he
said.

This is the first such move

in the State since the coron-
avirus illness broke out in
China, the official 
added.

In Patna, a woman who
returned from China last week
was admitted to a Patna hos-
pital on Monday with symp-
toms similar to those of coro-
navirus. Samples of 12 pas-
sengers have been referred to
National Institute of Virology,
Pune. No positive case has
been reported so far, Union
Health Ministry said.

Over 100 people have
been kept under observation
in Kerala and Maharashtra fol-
lowing screening for a possi-
ble exposure to the novel
coronavirus. One person each
from Thrissur,
T h i r u v a n a n t h a p u r a m ,
Pathanamthitta and
Malappuram and three from
Ernakulam are in isolation
wards of various health centres

in the State. Three suspected
cases have been kept under
observation in Delhi’s RML
hospital.

The Union Health
Ministry on Monday said
health teams have been
deployed in areas along the
border with Nepal at Panitanki
in West Bengal and Jhulaghat
and Jauljibi in Uttarakhand’s
Pithoragarh.

The hospitals in the
national Capital, AIIMS and
RML Hospital, have set up iso-
lation wards and kept beds
ready to provide treatment to
any suspected case of the
novel coronavirus infection if
the need arises.

Experts from the National
Centre for Disease Control
(NCDC) visited Dr RML
Hospital here on Monday to
inspect the isolation ward and
review the hospital’s pre-
paredness for management

and control of the nCoV2019
infection.

As on 26th January, 29,707
passengers from 137 flights
have been screened for novel
coronovirus infection symp-
toms and no case has so far
been detected in India.

A 24x7 NCDC call centre
(+91-11-23978046) has been
made operational to monitor
the list of contacts furnished
by the Ministry of External
Affairs; provide details of dis-
trict and State surveillance
officers to those who seek
them; and in case of any clin-
ical query, direct the con-
cerned to the relevant
Integrated Disease
Surveillance Programme
(IDSP) officer. Thermal
screening is being done at
seven designated airports --
New Delhi, Kolkata, Mumbai,
Chennai, Bengaluru,
Hyderabad and Kochi.
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From Page 1
The woman was reported-

ly abducted by residents with
the help of local police per-
sonnel on Saturday. According
to sources, she had already
been married off to a Pakistani
man by the time her family
members managed to lodge a
complaint.

Condemning the incident,
the Government asked the
Pakistan Government to inves-
tigate the matter and “act with
urgency” to bring the perpe-
trators to justice. It also said the
Imran Khan Government was
duty bound to ensure that the
country’s minorities, which
includes the Hindu communi-
ty, are protected and provided
for.

The All Pakistan Hindu
Council said the woman, Bharti
Bai, was abducted from her
wedding by a gang of armed
men and married off to one
Shahruk Gul after being
forcibly converted to Islam.
However, the latter has posted
documents on the social media
with the claim that she had
changed her faith in December
and adopted the name
“Bushra”.

Hindus, who comprise
approximately two per cent of
Pakistan’s population, are
mainly concentrated in Sindh
province. Earlier this month, a
15-year-old Hindu girl was
allegedly abducted from
Jacobabad district in Sindh
and forcibly converted to Islam
before being married off to a
Muslim man. Two other
abductions were also reported
from a village in Sindh
province on January 14.

India also lodged a separate
protest with the diplomat
regarding the desecration of the
Mata Rani Bhatiyani temple in
Sindh province’s Tharparkar
district on Sunday.

According to the police,
four suspects entered the tem-
ple located in Chachro area
early that morning and van-
dalised the idols and religious
texts kept inside. The local
station house officer called it a
“unique incident”, claiming
that Hindus and Muslims in
the area have co-existed in
harmony for decades.
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From Page 1
The Delhi Minorities

Commission (DMC) also
lodged a complaint with the
Delhi CEO against BJP leaders
including Union Home minis-
ter Amit Shah, Thakur and
Verma, alleging them of mak-
ing “provocative” statements.

Thakur has been asked by
the EC to respond to the notice
before 12 noon on January 30
(Thursday), “failing which the
Commission shall take a deci-
sion without any reference to
you”. In it show cause notice,
the  EC referred to Section 123
of the Representation of the
People Act, dealing with
attempt to promote enmity or

hatred between different class-
es of the citizens on the
grounds of religion, race, caste,
community or language.

Controversial remarks by
another BJP leader Kapil
Mishra on Shaheen Bagh last
week had led to the EC ban-
ning him from campaigning
for 48 hours.

Verma said Delhi Chief
Minister Arvind Kejriwal and
his deputy Manish Sisodia had
supported Shaheen Bagh pro-
testers and it was now time for
the people of the national cap-
ital to decide who they want to
vote for on February 8.

Addressing an election
rally in Janakpuri on Monday
in the presence of Shah, Verma
spoke of vacating the Shaheen
Bagh protest site on the night

of February 11. He also reiter-
ated that 40 mosques, grave-
yards and ‘mazars’ illegally
constructed on government
land in his constituency would
be cleared if the BJP wins the
elections.

Verma made the same
statement at a press conference
earlier this month, but put the
figure of the illegal construc-
tions at around 50. Following
this remarks, the Delhi Chief
Electoral Officer sent a report
to the Election Commission on
Verma’s “provocative state-
ments”.

Sources in the poll panel,
the EC, had examined the
reports sent by the Delhi CEO
Office and are of the view that
the show cause notice should
also be issued to Verma. 
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From Page 1

As per reports, Rohit Kumar
Yadav (24) was in his dairy at
Bhawaniganj on Monday night
when the girl threw acid on him.
The youth raised an alarm but the
girl had fled the scene by then.

Later, locals said the girl, seen
waiting since afternoon and late in
the night, entered the dairy and
attacked the youth. On being
informed by locals, the police
rushed to the spot and admitted the
victim to a hospital in Unnao.

Later, the police detained the
girl and during interrogation, it
came to the fore that Rohit was in
love with the girl but his feelings
were not reciprocated. “Prima facie,

it is a case of one-sided love as the
girl was not interested in youth’s
overtures but he reportedly stalked
her. Till now, no complaint has
been lodged in this connection. If
a complaint is lodged, the accused
girl will be arrested,” Maurawan
SHO Rajendra Rajawat said.

As per National Crime Records
Bureau’s (NRCB) latest report
released in January, UP was witness
to 40 cases of acid attacks, mostly
on women, and was placed after
West Bengal, which recorded the
highest number of attacks (50).

Earlier this month, the
Lucknow Bench of Allahabad High
Court had sought a reply from the
Centre and the UP Government on
a plea pertaining to compliance of
directions issued by the Supreme
Court to regulate the sale and dis-
tribution of acid.
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From Page 1
“All the parties had spoiled Delhi’s education system

in the last 70 years. The entire nation is proud of revo-
lution in Delhi’s education system. Parents are proud of
their children and teachers. I felt very sad when Shah ji
questioned and mocked the education system of gov-
ernment schools in Delhi,” he said.

Talking about achievement of its schools, the CM said,
“Last year, UP had a 70 per cent result in Class XII while
the figure was 96 per cent in schools run by the Delhi
Government. “Our children and teachers have worked
hard day and night. 450 children have been admitted to
IIT JEE”.

“The Delhi Government has 1,024 schools but they
(BJP MPs) found problems only in 8 schools. I want to
congratulate all the children of Delhi. Congratulations
to the parents and teachers that you have passed such a
difficult exam,” he said. 
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From Page 1
Police said they will iden-

tify the person and will call him
for the interrogation. “We will
ask him about the source of the
weapon. If needed, appropriate
actions will be taken after the
interrogation,” a senior police
officer said.

The protest against the
Citizenship Amendment Act at
Shaheen Bagh, primarily led by
women, has been going on
since December 15, causing
hardship to daily commuters,
local residents and business-
men. Several efforts have been
made to convince protesters to
call off their protest and lift
road blockade. Earlier in the
day also some locals reached
the spot to get the road cleared.
Their efforts were met with
resistance as protesters shout-
ed “go back” slogans. 
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From Page 1
Police had raided several places including Imam’s ancestral home

on Sunday but he evaded  the dragnet. Imam’s remarks have been cited
by the BJP to target anti-CAA protesters and the parties backing them.

Union Home Minister Amit Shah on Tuesday said Imam’s speech
was “more dangerous” than that of former JNU student leader Kanhaiya
Kumar. “See his statement. Have you seen the video of (the speech
of) Sharjeel?It is more dangerous than Kanhaiya Kumar’s statement,” he
said. “He (Sharjeel) is talking about cutting off the Chicken’s Neck to
sever Assam from India. Even seven generations would not be able to
do that,” Shah said at an event in Raipur, Chhattisgarh. The
Chicken’s Neck is a narrow stretch of land of about 22 km in West Bengal
that connects the northeastern states to the rest of India, with Nepal and
Bangladesh lying on either side of the corridor.

Bihar Chief Minister Nitish Kumar said the arrested student activist
“ought to have an understanding of the country’s Constitution and the
law... If anybody talks about India’s disintegration, who is going to accept
this”.  Kumar also stressed that people like Sharjeel were “exceptions”
and did not represent “views held by a large section of people”. The Chief
Minister said Bihar police, which had been conducting raids at Imam’s
house and questioning his family members prior to his arrest on Tuesday,
had helped the Delhi Police. In the video, Imam was heard saying: “If
five lakh people are organised, we can cut off the northeast and India
permanently. If not, at least for a month or half a month. Throw as much
‘mawad’ (variously described as pus or rubbish) on rail tracks and roads
that it takes the Air Force one month to clear it. “Cutting off Assam (from
India) is our responsibility, only then they (the government) will listen
to us. We know the condition of Muslims in Assam....They are being
put into detention camps.”
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Defending the Citizenship
Amendment Act(CAA),

Prime Minister Narendra Modi
on Tuesday said the
Government has brought the
legislation to correct “histori-
cal injustice” and to fulfill a
promise to religious minorities
living in neighbouring coun-
tries. His observations came in
the backdrop of continuing
criticism of the CAA.

Making his Government’s
stand clear on the CAA, Modi,
while addressing the annual
Prime Minister’s National
Cadet Corps(NCC) rally here,
said the law was brought to
“correct a historical injustice
and fulfill a promise to minori-
ties in the neighbouring coun-
tries.” 

He also spoke of the injus-
tices made during partition,
when a “line was drawn across
a piece of paper”.  At the time,
Modi said “those who governed
an independent India accepted
partition.”

“Nehru-Liyaquat pact
spoke about protecting minori-
ties, Gandhiji wished the same.
The government has intro-
duced CAA to fulfill a promise
India made,” he added.

The pact signed in 1950
between then Prime Minister
Jawaharlal Nehru and his
Pakistan counterpart Liaquat
Ali Khan was aimed at allow-
ing refugees to return to dis-
pose of their property, return
abducted women and looted
property and unrecognise
forced conversions.

“It is India’s responsibility
to give refuge to those people
who have been oppressed due
to their faith. These people have
faced historical injustice... And
to stop this and fulfil our old
promise, we have brought the
CAA,” Modi said.

Attacking political oppo-

nents for opposing the CAA for
“votebank politics,” he said,
without naming anyone, such
people are “negating atrocities.”
He said “some are acting to be
the voice of Dalits, they are the
same people who ignore atroc-
ities against Dalits in Pakistan,
they forget that most of perse-
cuted who have left Pakistan
and come to India are Dalits,”
he said.

“Our Government brought
in CAA to give citizenship to
such people but some political
parties are in competition to do
vote bank politics. For whose
interest are they working? Why
can’t they see atrocities faced by
these people in Pakistan.
“There are many Dalits (among

those who have been
oppressed). These people have
been oppressed... ,” Modi said.

Modi said a sanitation job
advertisement by Pakistani
Army stated it was only open
to non-Muslims, implying it
was for Dalits.  He also referred
to the Enemy Property Act and
said those opposing this legis-
lation are also against the CAA.

After partition, those who
left India for Pakistan could still
lay claim to their properties.
The Enemy Property Act 2016
allows transfer of enemy prop-
erty from the enemy to other
persons.

The Opposition, he also
said, is spreading propaganda
that the Government’s deci-

sions have “affected my repu-
tation in the entire world”.
“These rumor-mongers must
understand that I don’t work
for my reputation, but for
India’s repute,” he said.

Modi also said the problem
in Jammu and Kashmir per-
sisted since Independence and
some families and political
parties kept issues in the region
“alive”, as a result of which ter-
rorism thrived there.  He said
the present Government has
been trying to solve decades old
problems plaguing the country.
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The Enforcement Directorate (ED) has
summoned seven office bearers of con-

troversial outfit Popular Front of India (PFI)
and an NGO linked to it in connection with
a money laundering probe against them, offi-
cials said here on Tuesday.

The office bearers of the PFI and those
from Rehab India Foundation have been
asked to depose before the Investigating
Officer of the case here on Wednesday, they
said. The summonses issued under the
Prevention of Money Laundering Act
(PMLA) come in the backdrop of ED find-
ing that the recent violent protests in Uttar
Pradesh and other parts of the country against
the Citizenship (Amendment) Act had an
alleged “financial link” with PFI but the out-
fit termed the claims as “baseless”.

The ED had filed the case under the
PMLA against the PFI in 2018.

The ED is also probing the remittances
and withdrawal of funds from nine bank
accounts of Rehab India, they added. 

An ED officials on Monday claimed its
probe in the PFI case under the Prevention
of Money Laundering Act (PMLA)
revealed that at least Rs 120 crore were
deposited in bank accounts in western Uttar
Pradesh after the CAA was passed by
Parliament late last year. 

The PFI was formed in 2006 in Kerala
as a successor to the National Democratic
Front (NDF) and was suspected to have shift-
ed its headquarters to Shaheen Bagh in the
national capital over a decade back.  

The PFI, however, has denied any finan-
cial link to the anti-CAA protests in UP and
the termed the allegations as baseless. 

New Delhi: Slamming
Pakistan, the Prime Minister
said the neighbouring coun-
try has lost three wars, but
continues to wage proxy wars
against India. Previous
Governments, he said, treat-
ed the problem as a law and
order issue.  “But even when
our armed forces would ask
for action, they would not go
ahead,” he said, slamming
the “inaction” of previous
Governments at the Centre.
He also said currently, not

only Jammu & Kashmir, but
other parts of the country are
also peaceful and the
Government has managed to
address the aspirations of the
northeast region which were
neglected for decades.

Listing out the achieve-
ments of the Government, the
Prime Minister referred to the
Bodo agreement, Triple Talaq
and abrogation of Section
370 giving special status to
Jammu & Kashmir among
them. PNS
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Urging countries in South Asia to
fight the scourge of terrorism, Defence

Minister Rajnath Singh on Tuesday lashed
out at Pakistan for using “terror as a State
policy” towards India rather than peace-
fully settling disputes through dialogue. He
also urged Pakistan to take demonstrable
steps against terror groups.

Making this point here while address-
ing the 12th South Asia conference, Singh
said it is essential that terrorists and their
ideological and finan-
cial networks are cut
off and do not receive
state support.

“India is engaged
in conversations with
its neighbours except
one country in order
to develop a joint
approach for region-
al peace and security.
True pathway to
regional peace and
security lies in under-
standing each other’s
sensitivities and fol-
lowing basic princi-
ples of non-interfer-
ence in each other’s
internal affairs,” he said.

Singh said the South Asia region must
unite in its efforts to defeat terrorism.
Mumbai, Pathankot, Uri, and Pulwama
attacks are grim reminders of state-spon-
sored terrorism by a neighbouring coun-
try.  “Pakistan must take demonstrable
steps against terror groups,” he said. 

Underlining the basic approach of the

country, Singh said India has always har-
boured the philosophy of hospitality dri-
ven by ‘Vasudhaiva Kutumbakam,’ Singh
said as he quoted Sanskrit shlokas to
emphasise the idea of India’s ethos of inclu-
sivity and unity.  In the Modi government’s
second term, the country’s neighbourhood
has been recognised as the most impor-
tant priority of its foreign policy, he said.

Leaders of SAARC were invited by
Prime Minister Narendra Modi for his
swearing-in ceremony in 2014 and BIM-
STEC leaders invited for the 2019 oath-

taking event, indicating his emphasis on
the neighbourhood, the defence minis-
ter said.

The conference hosted by defence
think-tank the Institute for Defence
Studies and Analyses(IDSA), was also
attended by Bhutanese Ambassador V
Namgyel and Sanjaya Baru, former media
advisor to Prime Minister. 
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Novel coronavirus ( 2019-nCoV)
appears to cause similar symp-

toms to severe acute respiratory
syndrome (SARS), and seems to be
capable of spreading from person to
person and between cities, according
to the two papers published recent-
ly in the journal The Lancet. The
studies offer some of the first rigor-
ous analyses of patients who con-
tracted nCoV that has broken out in
China and spread to other countries. 

SARS, was a viral respiratory dis-
ease caused by the SARS coronavirus
(SARS-CoV). Between November
2002 and July 2003, the eight month
outbreak in southern China infect-

ed a total of 8,098 people, resulting
in 774 deaths in 17 countries. In
comparison,  the nCoV outbreak had
infected 4,515 people, with 106
reported deaths. It means the virus
has killed just over 2% of those that

have been infected.
The scientists said that nCov can

spread faster than the SARS-CoV.
“Taken together, evidence so far

indicates human transmission for
2019-nCoV. We are concerned that

2019-nCoV could have acquired the
ability for efficient human trans-
mission.

“Airborne precautions, such as a
fit-tested N95 respirator, and other
personal protective equipment are
strongly recommended. To prevent
further spread of the disease in
health-care settings that are caring for
patients infected with 2019-nCoV,
onset of fever and respiratory symp-
toms should be closely monitored
among health-care workers,” said a
battery of researchers.

The team included Prof C
Huang, Prof L Zhang, T Yu, J Xia, Y
Wei, Prof W Wu, Prof X Xie from Jin
Yin-tan Hospital, Wuhan, China, Y
Wang, G Fan, X Gu, H Li, Prof B Cao
from Department of Pulmonary

and Critical Care Medicine, Center
of Respiratory Medicine, National
Clinical Research Center for
Respiratory Diseases among others.

In the first new study, prelimi-
nary data from China’s Wuhan, the
epicenter of the disease indicate
some similar symptoms between
the first 41 cases of the 2019 novel
coronavirus and SARS. The second
study, published at the same time,
reports person-to-person transmis-
sion and inter-city spread of the new
coronavirus in six members of the
same family.

These early but important find-
ings involve a small number of
patients, and the authors stress the
need to maximise the chances of con-
taining 2019-nCoV infection

through careful surveillance, active
contact tracing, and vigorous search-
es for the animal hosts and trans-
mission routes to humans.

The researchers analyzed that
two-thirds of the infected persons
had been to a large seafood market
that also sold wild animals for meat
and is thought to be where the virus
jumped from an animal source to
people. The median age of the
patients was 49.

The researchers also reported
that some of the fatal cases caused by
the virus have been among people
with underlying diseases like dia-
betes, liver disease, and hypertension,
but the majority of the first 41
patients infected with the disease in
Wuhan were healthy.
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The Central Reserve Police
Force (CRPF) has carried

out a thorough internal audit of
its installations in Jammu &
Kashmir and the entire per-
sonnel strength of over three
lakh to filter any possible “sub-
versive” elements in its ranks
following the arrest of rogue
police officer Davinder Singh. 

CRPF Director General A
P Maheshwari said the incident
involving Deputy
Superintendent of Police
Davinder Singh was “grave”
and an “area of extreme con-
cern” for the security forces. He
also said that all stakeholders
should ensure that such things
do not occur. 

So it was “common sense”
to carry out such an audit of its
manpower, deployed as the
lead force for counter-terrorist
and anti-Naxal operations
across the country, when any
incident like this take place,
Maheshwari said. 

He further said, “If some-
thing happens somewhere, it is
a case to revisit ourselves and
that is what we have done. We
have no doubts about our per-
sonnel.”

The counter-intelligence

units of the CRPF were recent-
ly asked to check the credentials
of the personnel after obtaining
data from all available sources
and they have been asked to be
kept on “active mode” for some
more time, another official said
on the anti-subversive measures
adopted by the Force after
Davinder Singh’s episode. The
CRPF has also undertaken an
audit of all its installations in the
Valley in order to plug any pos-
sible loopholes, the official said.  

“No security grid should
be allowed to be weakened by
such episodes. So, all forces
have to keep an internal watch,”
Maheshwari he said on the
arrest of DSP Singh.  

“All forces should maintain
vigilance so that there is no such
type of subversion or some sort
of intrusion within the force...,”
the DG told reporters at a
paramilitary establishment in
Gurgaon. 

The Jammu and Kashmir
Police had arrested Singh at Mir
Bazar in Kulgam district of the
Valley along with Hizbul
Mujahideen terrorists Naveed
Babu and Altaf, besides a lawyer
who was operating as an over
ground worker for terror out-
fits earlier this month. The
case has since been transferred

to the NIA. 
Maheshwari said that

somebody from a security force
trying to collaborate with
adversaries is a “serious matter”.
However, he added that a lone
incident cannot be used to
“brand” the entire force which
has done onerous work in the
past.

“We are further strength-
ening our systems... Which
were already in place,” he said
referring to the vigilance and
intelligence checks conducted
on their personnel in Kashmir
valley and other places. 

He said the CRPF has
“changed” its tactics and bet-
tered its security drills in the
Valley after the Pulwama terror
attack on its convoy that took
place almost a year back. 

Maheshwari, however, said
no one can guarantee that such
incidents will not take place in
the future owing to the dynam-
ic nature of counter-terror oper-
ations.

But, he said, his force can
assure and “guarantee” that ter-
ror elements will not have it
easy if they have an engagement
with the CRPF that has
deployed over 70,000 troops for
counter-terror operations in
Jammu and Kashmir.
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In the wake of anti-citizenship
protest in the country, Bihar

Chief Minister Nitish Kumar on
Tuesday said his JD(U) will
urge the BJP Government at the
Centre to drop columns per-
taining to birthplaces of parents
in the National
Population Register
form, since it has
led to “apprehen-
sions” among many
who were not
aware of the details.

Kumar said in

Patna that leaders of his party “in
the Lok Sabha and the Rajya
Sabha” will make a request to the
Government to this effect “even
though it is not mandatory to fill
up these columns”.

The Chief Minister was
talking to reporters at his official
residence in Patna after presid-

ing over a meeting of
JD(U) parliamentarians,
legislators and office-
bearers of the party’s
Bihar unit, even though
disgruntled top leaders
like national vice presi-
dent Prashant Kishor
and national general sec-

retary Pavan Varma remained
conspicuous by their absence.

Kumar also acknowledged
that the enactment of the
Citizenship (Amendment) Act
had led to “unrest” across the
country but hoped the misgiv-
ings would be addressed by the
Supreme Court, which is hear-
ing petitions challenging the
contentious legislation.

He, however, voiced disap-
proval of the inflammatory com-
ments made by Sharjeel Imam,
who was arrested in Jehanabad
in connection with a sedition
case in Delhi, and pointed out
“whoever transgresses law, will
face action accordingly. Talks of
disintegration of the country are
never acceptable”.
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The differences between
Bihar Chief Minister

Nitish Kumar and JD(U) vice
president Prashant Kishor
continue to spill out into the
open. When asked if Kishor’s
collaboration with Arvind
Kejriwal’s Aam Aadmi Party
in Delhi, where JD(U) is also
contesting in alliance with the
BJP, would affect the NDA,
Kumar came out with a cryp-
tic reply. “He has links with

many people. I have said it
earlier, we inducted him into
the party at the insistence of
(BJP president) Amit Shah,”
Kumar said.

Kishor responded later
saying: “What a fall for you to
lie about how and why you
made me join JDU!! Poor
attempt on your part to try
and make my colour same as
yours! And if you are telling
the truth who would believe

that you still have courage not
to listen to someone recom-
mended by Amit Shah?”

Kishor besides Varma,
whom the CM had rebuffed
after he went public with a let-
ter sharing details of conver-
sation they allegedly had “in
private” about the BJP, has
been rankling the BJP with
his acerbic tweets against
CAA-NPR-NRC. 

PNS
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As the European Union
Parliament is set to debate

on motions against the
Citizenship Amendment
Act(CAA) in Brussels on
Wednesday, Luxembourg, a
European Union member, on
Tuesday said here it does not
want to “interfere in the
domestic policy” of India but
asked New Delhi to ‘do every-
thing” to not increase stateless
people.  

This assertion comes a day
after France, a founding mem-
ber of the European Union,

said it considers the new citi-
zenship law an internal politi-
cal matter of India.  Making
France’s position clear, French
sources had said the CAA is
India’s internal political matter
and it has been stated on sev-
eral occasions.  They said the
European Parliament is an
institution independent of
member States and the
European Commission.

Visiting Luxembourg
Foreign Minister Jean
Asselborn made his country’s
stand clear about non-inter-
ference in the domestic policy
during talks with his Indian
counterpart S Jaishankar.  

“What I said to the minis-
ter (Jaishankar) this morning is
‘do everything you can do to
not increase stateless people’.
That is something that we have
to fight against. Rest concerns
India,” Asselborn said during
an interactive session at the
India International Centre after
his meeting with Jaishankar.

With six resolutions moved
in the European Parliament
against the CAA, Asselborn
said Jaishankar could explain
his point of view when he vis-
its Europe in February and
March. 

Replying to a question
about the resolutions,

Asselborn defended the move,
saying the European
Parliament also criticises its
members often, and takes up
“aggressive” positions against
them. 

“The problem is if you
have an addition of migration
and religion, it is very difficult
to find a solution,” the minis-
ter said in reference to the
Indian context.  

“I don’t want to interfere,
but if we have the possibility as
Foreign Ministers to have this
discussion with him
(Jaishankar), if he is also going
to the European Parliament...I
saw this morning that there is

a will not to increase the num-
ber of stateless persons,” the
Luxembourg Foreign Minister
added.  

“He (Jaishankar) explained
me his position this morning
and I think that if we are able
to have a discussion for instance
on what is happening with this
bill in Assam. We have similar
problems in the European
Union...,” Asselborn said.

India has through out
maintained the CAA was an
entirely internal matter of India
and that the legislation was
adopted through democratic
means after a debate in both
houses of Parliament. 
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New Delhi: Defying the party
line on the controversial
Citizenship Amendment Law
(CAA), a  BJP MLA from
Madhya Pradesh on Tuesday
strongly  opposed it  saying the
country should not be divided
in the name of religion as it
goes against the spirit of the
Constitution. 

Calling for adherence to
the Constitution drafted by
BR Ambedkar, BJP lawmaker
Narayan Tripathi said, “We

should either follow
Ambedkar’s Constitution or
we should just tear and throw
it away.” The BJP MLA’s stance
is completely  in the line of
Congress and other opposition
parties like Trinamool
Congress, Samajwadi Party,
Nationalist Congress Party and
the left parties who have
described the law as being
“unconstitutional”  and against
the secular fabric  of Indian
republic. PNS
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West Bengal Chief Minister
Mamata Banerjee on

Tuesday said she is ready for
talks with Prime Minister
Narendra Modi on the issue of
Citizenship Amendment Act
but the Centre has to first
withdraw the contentious law.

Banerjee, a staunch critic of
the BJP, said protesting against
the decisions of the Centre does
not make Opposition parties
anti-national and iterated that
she will not implement CAA,
NRC or NPR in the state.

"It is good if he (Prime
Minister) is really interested in
opening a dialogue on the
CAA. They (BJP) must call all
the political parties. They did
not call an all-party meeting
before taking a decision on 

Kashmir and CAA. Before
taking the decision, they should
have consulted all the parties.

"If the Centre is ready for
talks, then it should first repeal
CAA. If they repeal it only then
can we talk with an open mind.

The Prime Minister needs to
restore confidence of the coun-
trymen. He needs to assure us
that CAA will be repealed,
and both NPR and NRC will be
dropped," she said while talk-
ing to reporters at a protest pro-
gramme against CAA through
paintings.

Prime Minister Narendra
Modi and the Union
Government is yet to convene

all party meeting on CAA and
PM Modi had clearly said last
month that his Government
has not discussed any propos-
als regarding pan India NRC,
she said.

The TMC supremo also
slammed the saffron party for
making references to Pakistan,
which she said, is a ploy to
divert public attention from
issues like economic slowdown

and growing unemployment.
"Why do they glorify

Pakistan every time? I am
proud of my country. Is this a
BJP ploy to glorify Pakistan? I
don’t know whether BJP has
become brand ambassadors of
Pakistan as they always talk of
it and less of Hindustan,"
Banerjee said hitting out at the
BJP.

The West Bengal Assembly
on Monday passed a resolution
demanding immediate repeal
of the CAA and dropping plans
for a pan-India NRC and NPR,
with Banerjee calling the new
citizenship law "against the
Constitution and humanity".

Reacting to Banerjee’s
statement, West Bengal BJP
president Dilip Ghosh won-
dered what she and TMC were
doing when the bill was placed
in Parliament for discussion.

"What was she (Banerjee)
and her party doing when the
bill was placed in Parliament
for discussion? Why did they
not place their views then?"
Ghosh said.

Mangaluru: There is a hidden
agenda of the Sangh Parivar
behind the implementation of
the Citizenship Amendment
Act and the proposed National
Register of Citizens, former
Karnataka Minister and
Congress leader UT Khader
said on Tuesday.

Addressing reporters here,
he said the people are being
kept in the dark about the
details on the CAA to execute
the hidden agenda.

People all over the country
are protesting the CAA as it is
against the basic tenets of the
Constitution, he 
alleged.

The confusion over CAA
within the Government is clear
from the varying statements of
different Union Ministers, the
congress leader said.

"We want explanation on
the CAA from the Prime
Minister and Home Minister,
not the Defence Minister," he
said referring to BJPs pro-
CAA rally held here on
Monday in which Rajnath
Singh took part. He said any
law should be for uniting the
people and not to scare them or
create a divide among com-
munities.

Former Prime Minister
Manmohan Singh had given

citizenship for refugees, but did
not differentiate them on the
basis of religion and caste.

The Centre should come
clear on the implementation of
CAA and NRC, he said.

Congratulating Harekala
Hajabba for the Padma Shri
award received by him, he said
even the Padma Shri awardee
may not be having documents
to prove his lineage.

"Will they also make him
stand in the queue?" Khader
asked. To a question on a video
clipping with death threat to
him going viral on social
media, Khader said he had not
taken it seriously. PTI
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Much as it happened at
Jadavpur University,

Bengal Governor Jagdeep
Dhankhar was on Tuesday pre-
vented by agitating students
from attending the convocation
ceremony of the Calcutta
University where he was sched-
uled to give away the honorary
D’Litt degree to Nobel Laureate
economist Abhijit Vinayak
Banerjee.

Hundreds of students who
gathered at Nazrul Manch the
venue of the programme car-
ried “No NRC-No CAA ban-
ners” and shouted “go back”
slogan even as they blockaded
the Governor’s vehicle and
then prevented him from ris-
ing on the stage forcing him to
remain confined inside the
green room, sources said.

The programme was
stalled for more than an hour

and was resumed only after
Dhankhar who is also the
Chancellor of the University
left in a huff in the wake of a
verbal assurance by the Vice
Chancellor to the students that
the “Chancellor will not attend
the programme” and that the
“degrees will be given away by

me.”
Similar incidents took

place at JU last year when the
agitating students blockaded
the Governor and prevented
him from attending the con-
vocation. There also Dhankhar
was not allowed to give away
the awards.

Later in the day Bengal
Education Minister and senior
Trinamool Congress leader
Partho Chatterjee said “such
agitations are not desired in the
university but the students
everywhere do stage protests …
in such cases the person against
whom the protest is being
staged has to realise the reasons
behind the agitation… we in
the education department do
not want that such high posts
of the Chancellor gets sullied by
controversy but if the person
on the post does not under-
stand that and smears his own
image than what can we do?”

The Governor has not been
in good relations with the
Mamata Banerjee Government
with the Chief Minister regu-
larly accusing him of acting as
a tool in the hands of the “BJP
which is running a parallel
Government through him in
the State.”
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Sikkim chief secretary SC Gupta on Tuesday
reviewed the preparedness of the Health

and other departments to deal with coron-
avirus in the State.

He urged the heads of various departments
and other stakeholders to remain alert and
work in close coordination with each other to
deal with any suspected case of coronavirus.

Gupta also sought to know all the pre-
ventive measures taken by health and other
departments to deal with the disease.

The Director General (DG)-cum-
Principal Director (Health) Dr P T Bhutia
apprised about all precautionary measures
taken by the Health Department, particular-
ly in border areas of Rangpo and Singtam, and
parts of West Sikkim.

Dr Bhutia reiterated that there was no
need to panic as the virus has not entered
India.

He, however, said that arrangements have
been made at the nearest health facilities in
the state to attend to any patient with symp-
toms of coronavirus, such as running nose,
severe cold and cough.

The meeting was attended by Director
General of Police (DGP) A Shankar Rao,
Principal Secretary (Health) K. Shreenivasulu
and heads of various departments besides rep-
resentatives of hotels and restaurant
associations. 

Ahmedabad/Vadodara: At
least 100 students from Gujarat
staying in China had expressed
their desire to return home due
to the outbreak of novel
Coronavirus in Wuhan and
some of them are coming back
from Beijing on Tuesday and
Wednesday, Chief Minister
Vijay Rupani has said.

Rupani has instructed state
chief secretary Anil Mukim to
collect all the information
about the students stranded in
China and provide them nec-
essary assistance if they want to
return, an official release stat-
ed on Tuesday.

"Around 100 students from
Gujarat had expressed their
desire to come back from
China. Some of them are com-
ing back from Beijing today
while remaining students
would return tomorrow. We are
working in coordination with
Indian as well as Chinese
Government over the issue,"
the CM told reporters in
Gandhinagar.

He said the students will be
screened upon their arrival in
Gujarat. The work to collect
information on the students
from Gujarat stuck in China

will be carried out at the district
level by the State Disaster
Management Authority
(GSDMA) and state Relief
Commissioner’s office.

The CM directed the state
administration to remain in
touch with the Central gov-
ernment and the Ministry of
External Affairs to extend help
to the students willing to return
from China, the release 
stated.

In a precautionary mea-
sure, Vadodara’s Sir Sayajirao
General Hospital has created a
special isolation ward to admit
any person showing symptoms
of the novel Coronavirus.

However, no such case has
been reported in Gujarat till
now. "We have alerted all the
major government hospitals
and medical colleges in the
state. We have enough stock of
medicines for patients and that
of high quality masks and pro-
tective dresses for doctors and
staff. We urge people to remain
alert but desist from creating
any unnecessary panic," Jayanti
Ravi, Principal Secretary in
the state Health and Family
Welfare Department, told
reporters.  PTI
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Avisiting Central team of doctors on
Tuesday said there was "nothing to

worry" as of now about the novel
Coronavirus in Kerala where over 400
people who returned from China are
under watch and expressed satisfaction
with the State’s preparedness.

The three-member team held a
meeting with Kerala Health authorities,
including Principal Health Secretary
Dr Rajan N Khobragade, here and 
discussed about the preventive measures
taken in the backdrop of the Coronavirus
outbreak in Wuhan.

The team members later told
reporters that that so far there was no
reported case of coronavirus in the
country.

A thermal screening facility will be
opened at the Thiruvananthapuram air-
port on Tuesday to scan passengers com-
ing from the neighbouring country,
they said.

"A new screening facility will be
opened in Thiruvananthapuram Airport
where passengers from China and Hong
Kong will be screened. So far, no case of
coronavirus has been reported in the
country. There is nothing to worry
about in the State as of now," Union
Health and Family Welfare Advisor Dr
M K Shoukath Ali, one of the team mem-
bers, said.

At present, thermal screening is
being done at seven designated airports
— New Delhi, Kolkata, Mumbai,
Chennai, Bengaluru, Hyderabad and
Kochi.

The central team had on Monday
visited Kochi airport and also the
Kalamassery Medical College Hospital
where two persons who recently returned
from China have been kept under obser-
vation. 

All the medical results of those
under observation have come negative,
it said and expressed satisfaction on the
preparedness of the State.

"We are closely monitoring the sit-
uation. If needed we will provide further
guidelines. Those who are coming from
China must take proper precaution," the
central official said.

Currently, 436 people are under sur-
veillance in Kerala.     Coronavirus is a
large family of viruses that causes ill-
nesses ranging from common cold to
acute respiratory syndromes, but the
virus that has so far killed 106 people and
affected 4,515 in China is a novel strain
and not seen before.

The Union Health Ministry has
urged passengers, who have a travel his-
tory to China since January 1, 2020, to
come forward for self-reporting to the
nearest health facility if they experience
fever, cough, respiratory distress, etc., and
also inform the doctor treating them. 

�
�
������ 
�������

Panaji: Bureaucrat-turned-activist
Kannan Gopinathan on Tuesday said
even some "RSS people" are convinced
the Citizenship Amendment Act is a bad
law but are keeping quiet as the NDA
Government at the Centre is their own
baby.

Speaking in Panaji, he further said
the Narendra Modi Government was
behaving like a "drunken teenager"
which needs to be questioned or else it
will end up destroying homes.

"I was detained twice in UP, kept the
whole day, because they (Government)
do not want the questioning (of CAA).
I have met so many RSS people, they
also understand this...If you have this
conversation, they also understand the
government has done something
(wrong) and they have been asked to
support it," he claimed.

He said the line of thought among

these RSS people (he met) was "just sup-
port it (CAA)" as they don’t want an
altercation because the "Government is
their baby".

"He (Government) is not a normal
baby, he is a drunken teenager. He
should be asked questions because
when he starts destroying, he does not
destroy somebody else’s home but your
own home," Gopinathan said.

He also hit out at those who have
been claiming that the people protest-
ing against the CAA are unaware about
the law and have not even read it.
Gopinathan claimed if one had asked
supportive MPs about the CAA on the
day it was passed in Parliament, sever-
al of them would not have been able to
speak on it as "they would not have
known what was passed, because they
were not given time (to go through the
bill)". PTI

Mumbai: It was late night on Monday
but a group of housewives and young
students squatting on a road in a south
Mumbai locality showed no signs of
fatigue, as they spiritedly raised slogans
opposing the new citizenship law while
hailing the Hindu-Muslim unity in the
country.

At least 100 women, who have been
sitting on a side road in Nagpada area
since January 26 night against the CAA-
NRC-NPR regime, on Tuesday vowed
to hold their ground like their Shaheen
Bagh counterparts in Delhi.

Traffic in the Muslim-dominated
area is not much affected, as the pro-
testers are occupying a side road out-
side a hotel. Most of the women are res-
idents of Madanpura, Jhoola Maidan,
Agripada and Mumbai Central
areas.Feroza Mithiborwala of ‘Hum
Bharat Ke Log’ told PTI that the
women are firm to continue with their
protests.

"Women from the Muslim com-
munity have been feeling frustrated
since the last six years. It is this frus-
tration that women are coming out to
protest," Mithiborwala said.

One of the speakers, Nagma
Siddique, told the gathering that the
protest was like a "festival" for 
them.

She criticised the Uttar Pradesh
Police and Chief Minister Yogi
Adityanath.The BJP-ruled Uttar
Pradesh had witnessed violent protests
against the Citizenship Amendment
Act (CAA)."If anyone visits your home
asking for your documents, than
respond by demanding � 15 lakh from
them," Siddiquie said in an apparent
reference to the BJP’s pre-2014 poll
promise.

One of the protesters said the
women are balancing their responsi-
bilities at home while also participat-
ing in the protest.  PTI

�� � �'./

Over 300 students and members of Akhil
Bharatiya Vidyarthi Parishad took out a

rally in support of the Citizenship
[Amendment] Act and National Register of
Citizens in Maharashtra’s Pune city on Tuesday.

Holding a 300-feet-long Indian flag, stu-
dents and activists marched from Modern
College’s Ganesh Khind campus till the Shivaji
Nagar campus, shouting slogans in support of
the CAA and NRC.

ABVP’s city unit president Anil Thombre
said the rally is a reply to those protesting
against the CAA. 

The CAA and NRC have given rise to
large-scale protests across the country.
According to the Act, Hindus, Sikhs,
Buddhists, Jains, Parsis and Christians who
have come from Pakistan, Bangladesh and
Afghanistan till December 31, 2014 and fac-
ing religious persecution there will not be treat-
ed as illegal immigrants but given Indian cit-
izenship.

Coimbatore: Eight people who
arrived here from the coron-
avirus-hit China have shown
no symptoms of the deadly
virus but have been advised
against mingling with public
for another 28 days, officials
said on Tuesday.

The toll from a coron-
avirus outbreak in China has
soared to 106 while nearly
1,300 new cases have been
confirmed, even as those com-
ing from the Asian nation are
being screened for any possible
symptoms of the virus.

The eight people--six from
the city including four of a fam-
ily and two from nearby
Pollachi and one each from
Chennai and Dindigul, had
landed at the city airport on
Monday evening and were
immediately subjected to med-
ical checkup for coronovirus,
Health department officials
said.

All the eight were safe with
no symptoms, they said, adding
officials will closely monitor
them for the next 28 days.

Though they were sent to
their respective places, all the
eight were asked not to mingle
with people, attend public func-
tions like weddings and visit
places, where people congre-
gate in large numbers.

They have been asked to
confine to their homes and
immediately contact the health
department in case they devel-
op fever, cough and cold.

The Health department
officials in Chennai and
Dindigul have also been alert-
ed about the arrival of the pas-
sengers.

A team from the Health
department is camping at the
airport to examine those com-
ing from China. The number of
fatalities caused by coronavirus
in China has touched 106 in
that country, even as the con-
firmed cases of pneumonia
caused by the outbreak stood at
over 4,500 as of Tuesday.

India has stepped up
checks in major airports across
the country to screen those
arriving from China. PTI
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In a U-turn, the Maharashtra
Navnirman Sena (MNS) on Tuesday

clarified that contrary to the reports in
sections of the media, it had not
extended its support to the Citizenship
Amendment Act (CAA) and National
Citizens Register (NRC), but it has said
that it would support the efforts by the
Centre to deport all illegal Muslim
immigrants from Pakistan and
Bangladesh.

Talking to media persons after
party chief Raj Thackeray held a meet-
ing with the party’s office bearers at his
‘Krishna Kunj’ residence near Shivaji
Park in north-central Mumbai, senior
MNS leader Bala Nandgaonkar said:
“The morcha that we are taking out to
the Azad Maidan on February 9 is not
in support of CAA and NRC but for
demanding the immediate deportation
of illegal Muslim immigrants from
Pakistan and Bangladesh to their
respective countries”.

At his party office bearers’ meeting,
Raj made it clear that his party would
root for immediate deportation of all
illegal Muslim immigrants from
Pakistan and Bangladesh to their
respective countries and said that the
morcha had nothing to do with either
CAA or NRC.

It may be recalled that at the party
workers’ rally that he addressed after the
party’s convention at NESCO grounds
at Goregaon in north Mumbai, Raj had
said that more than the CAA and NRC
which would happen in due course, the
Centre’s top priority should be to
“deport" all illegal Muslim immigrants
from Pakistan and Bangladesh to their
respective countries and his party
would extend its full support to the
Modi government in this task.

As such, the MNS chief had not
directly extended his party’s support to
the Centre on CAA and NRC.
Extending his indirect support to CAA
and NRC, Raj had said: “There can be
a debate on CAA and NRC.  ... But, sud-

denly there are so many morchas
against CAA and NRC. 

Thousands of Muslims have come
on the streets. Some people told me that
the Muslims are venting out their
pent up anger against the revocation of
Article 370 in Kashmir and the
Supreme Court verdict on the Ram
Janmabhoomi. I would like to know as
to how many Indian Muslims partici-
pated in these morchas and how many
are from outside. If so many Muslims
from outside are participating in these
morchas, why should we support these
morchas?”

Alluding to anti-CAA and NRC
morchas being witnessed across the
country, Raj had said that one had to
respond to morchas with counter mor-
chas. He had gone to announce that his
party would take out a massive morcha
to the Azad Maidan in south Mumbai
on February 9 to demand immediate
deportation of illegal Muslim immi-
grants from Pakistan and Bangladesh
to their respective countries.
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In a sensational incident in
Rampur, armed criminals

looted a couple and later gan-
graped a woman in Tanda
Kotwali police station area on
Monday night. The victim later
informed the police after which
senior officers rushed to the spot
to take stock of investigations.

As per the reports, a man
was returning with his wife
from his in-laws’ house on a
motorcycle when two youths on
another bike stopped them in
Tanda area. The miscreants
took them at the gunpoint
before robbing them of jew-
ellery, mobile phones and 
�� 10,000 in cash. They then
dragged the couple to a nearby
forest cover and tied the man to
a tree before gang-raping his
wife in front of him.

After the miscreants

escaped, the couple approached
local police station. The woman
was admitted to a private hos-
pital and a case was registered
in this connection. The police
launched a manhunt for the cul-
prits.

M e a n w h i l e , i n
Muzaffarnagar, a man was
booked for raping a woman on
the promise of marrying her.
Both are natives of the same vil-

lage and employees of a private
company in Dehradun. 

In her complaint, the
woman alleged that Ashutosh
Kumar had physical relations
with her following promise of
marriage. Few months later
when she asked him to marry
her, he refused. On Tuesday, a
case was registered against
Kumar, who is siad to be
absconding.

Bengaluru: Taking a dig at the
ruling BJP for delay in Ministry
expansion, senior Congress
leader Siddaramaiah on
Tuesday alleged that Chief
Minister B S Yediyurappa was
being controlled by the party’s
high command and not being
allowed to function indepen-
dently.

Speaking to reporters at
Hubballi, Siddaramaiah
claimed there was no internal
democracy in the BJP and the
Chief Minister has no freedom
to exercise his powers.

“The cabinet expansion is
Chief Minister’s prerogative.

The BJP (high command)
has not given permission to
Yediyurappa (to expand min-
istry), they have not even given
him appointment for meeting,”
Siddaramaiah, who is leader of
the opposition in the State
Assembly, said.

“Yediyurappa had
promised them (defectors)
money and power, now he has

to fulfill it,” he said, expressing
pity about Yediyurappa, who is
“struggling in hardship.”

His statement comes even
as Yediyurappa recently indi-
cated that he will expand his
cabinet by this month
end.

However, lack of clarity on
the high commands approval
on the matter, amid reports that
the Chief Minister may travel
to New Delhi to meet BJP
national president J P Nadda
on Thursday to discuss the
matter, has added to specula-
tion.

Further alleging that the
state government was facing
fund crunch, Siddaramaiah
wanted to know if Yediyurappa
knew magic to set things right

in budget.
For every issue,

Yediyurappa says watch out for
the budget; I don’t know what
he will do, whether he will do
any magic or does he have any
magic stick?”

Siddaramaiah pointed out
that it is during the December-
March period that 75 per cent
of developmental works get
implemented and if the gov-
ernment does not give the
money now, how will the work
take place.

“If they are unable to give
the money now, it is clear that
they don’t have the money.

They have not got money
from the centre, they have not
got money under NREGS,
grants have not come, our
share of tax money hasn’t
come-centre has not given
money,” he claimed.
Yediyurappa, who also hold the
Finance portfolio, is sched-
uled to present the state bud-
get on March 5. PTI
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Thane: A 19-year-old tailor
has been arrested for allegedly
raping a minor girl from 
his neighbourhood in
Maharashtra’s Thane city,
police said on Tuesday.

The incident took place on
Monday afternoon in Rupadevi
Pada area when the 16-year-old
victim was on her way to a

coaching class, an official said.
The accused pulled the

girl into his shop and took her
to a rented room behind the
shop, where he allegedly raped
her, he said.

The victim confided in her
parents, who approached the
Shree Nagar police, the official
said, adding that the girl 

underwent a medical 
examination.

The accused was arrested
late on Monday night and has
been charged under section 376
(rape) of the Indian Penal
Code and other relevant pro-
visions of the Protection of
Children from Sexual Offences
(POCSO) Act, he said. PTI 
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An elderly man was beaten
to death over a petty dis-

pute in Uttar Pradesh’s
Chitrakoot district, police said
on Tuesday.

Shyamlal (70) was thrashed
with sticks in Markundi area of
the district by Ashok after the
former objected to the latter
hitting his goat on Monday,
Chitrakoot Superintendent of
Police Ankit Mittal said.

He was rushed to a nearby
government hospital where he
was declared brought dead,
the SP said. PTI
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A42-year-old woman was allegedly raped by
a carpet manufacturing unit’s owner and his

lawyer friend in the Civil Lines area here, police
said on Tuesday.

The incident took place on January 20 and
a case was registered on Monday on a complaint
from the woman’s husband, Superintendent of
Police (SP) Ram Badan Singh said.

The woman was a weaver at the carpet man-

ufacturing unit, the officer said, adding that
footage from a CCTV camera showed Ram
Chandra Gupta and his friend Arun Kumar
Dubey dragging her into a room.

The husband was out of town to attend a
marriage when the incident took place and he
lodged the case at the Kotwali police station after
returning on Monday, the SP said. 

Gupta and Dubey have been arrested and
the woman has been sent for medical exami-
nation, Singh said. 
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Taking a cue from 
J Jayalalithaa, the late Chief

Minister and AIADMK supre-
mo, the DMK leadership has
asked the party cadre to ‘work
from now onwards’ to make a
clean  sweep in the 2021
Assembly election. 

Encouraged and enthused
by the party’s performance in
the Lok Sabha election held in
April 2019, when the 
DMK— led front bagged 38
out of the 39 seats which were
in stake from Tamil Nadu,
Stalin asked in a personal let-
ter to the party cadre to treat
2020 too as an election year
though the Assembly polls
are one year away.

“We can reap the benefits
only if we start working from
now onwards. I want all the
party cadre to be out in the
field for the whole of 2020 so
that the party could wrest the
power it lost in 2011 when
elections are held in 2021,”
Stalin said in n letter he wrote
to the party cadre.

Stalin told the cadre that
had the elections  to the local
bodies was held in a fair man-
ner, the DMK would have
romped home by winning 90
per cent of the local bodies.
But we have done extremely
well by winning 60 per cent of
the local bodies despite the
ruling party (read AIADMK)
misusing official machinery
and pumping in money,” he
said in the letter.

Old timers in Tamil Nadu
see a similarity between the
exhortation by Stalin and the
battle cry by Jayalalithaa
immediately after the 2011
Assembly election. 

After mauling and batter-
ing the DMK in the 2011
Assembly election, Jayalalithaa
had asked the AIADMK cadre
to go for the giant kill in the
2014 Lok Sabha election. “We
should win all the 40 seats at
stake from Tamil Nadu and
Puducherry.  

The AIADMK should be
in a position to call the shots
and decide who would be the

Prime Minister of India,”
Amma had exhorted the
cadre.

“The AIADMK cadre did
not disappoint her and the
party bagged 37 out of 39 seats
in Tamil Nadu and the lone
seat in Puducherry. While the
DMK was left without a sin-
gle seat, the NDA scraped
through in two constituencies
in Tamil Nadu,” said
Govindarajan Sathyamurty,
political commentator based
in Coimbatore.

The DMK is leaving no
stones unturned in Tamil
Nadu where it has been out of
office since 2011.  

The party upped the ante
on Monday by staging demon-
strations all over the Cauvery
Delta region (the five 
districts of Thanjavur,
Tiruvarur, Nagapattinam,
Pudukottai and
Tiruchirappalli) where the Oil
and Natural Commission
(ONGC) is going  ahead with
its projects to extract hydro-
carbons, methane and natur-
al gas from the fertile paddy
fields. 

The DMK and other con-
stituents in its front allege that
setting up of the the hydro-
carbon and methane extrac-
tion plants would convert  the
Delta region into a desert.
They want the Centre to can-
cel the licenses and lease and
licenses given to the  public
sector as well as private agen-
cies to extract the hydrocarbon
and methane gas from the
region.

Interestingly, the
Memorandum of
Understanding (MoU) to set
up the plants were signed in
20006 when M Karunanidhi,
the then DMK president was
the chief minister of Tamil
Nadu and Manmohan Singh
was the Prime Minister.

“Situation was different
at that time and that is why we
changed out stance now,” said
a DMK leader in Cauvery
Delta. The Dravidian major is
in a mood to make 2020 an
eventful year in the run up to
the Assembly elections in
2021.
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A10-year-old girl was
allegedly raped by an

elderly man at a village in
Uttar Pradesh’s Shahjahanpur
district, police said on
Tuesday. 

The accused has been
identified as Jalaluddin (55).
SHO Dilip Kumar Singh said

the accused allegedly raped
his neighbour’s 10 year-old
daughter when she was alone
in the house on Monday. 

The girl recounted the
incident to her mother later. 

A case has been registered
against the accused who is
absconding, the SHO said,
adding that the girl has been
sent for medical examination. 
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Union Minister for Road
Transport & Highways

Nitin Gadkari on Tuesday
called for including the road
projects in the country into the
ambit of insurance. 

Addressing a Workshop
on Motor Vehicle Insurance
and Road Safety in the nation-
al Capital,  Gadkari stated that
the Supreme Court has made it
mandatory for all new two
wheelers to have a five-year
third party insurance. Similarly,
for cars and commercial vehi-
cles, it is mandatory to have a
three-year third party insur-
ance. In case of default, there is
a provision of fine up to 
� 2,000. Under the third party
insurance, the responsibility
of compensating an accident
victim shifts from the vehicle
owner to insurance company.

Underlining the impor-
tance of insurance, the Minister
said, with a little procedural
change in insurance practices,
the death rate due to road acci-

dents can be brought down sig-
nificantly. 

He said, his Ministry is
considering forming a Motor
Vehicle Accident Fund, which
will fund the amount for com-
pensation for hit and run cases.
The Fund will also be used for
medical treatment of accident
victims. He said, the compen-
sation amount in hit and run
cases has been increased to 
� 2 lakh, while for the injured
people in such cases, it is now
� 50 thousand. 

The Minister said, provi-
sion has been made in the
Motor Vehicles Act to protect
those helping the accident vic-
tims. The Government is also
contemplating making provi-
sion for protection of doctors,
nurses and other medical staff
from hassles in such cases, he
said.

He said, several countries
in the world are following the
practice of insuring infra-
structure projects. These
include Canada, Australia,
USA, South Africa and UK.
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Athree-member visiting
team of National

Investigation Agency (NIA), to
which the Union Home
Ministry has handed over the
2018 Bhima Koregaon-Elgaar
Parishad case, could not take
over the investigations in the
sensitive case from the Pune
police for the second consecu-
tive day on Tuesday, in the
absence of a formal order from
the office of State Directorate
General Police (DGP).

The NIA team, which
arrived in Pune on Monday
morning and handed over a let-
ter to the police intimating
them that it would take over the
Bhima Koregaon-Elgaar
Parishad case from the local
police, faced hurdles in taking
over the case on two 
fronts.

First, the local police told
the visiting team that they had
not received any formal orders
from the office of State DGP
about handing over the case to
the Central agency. Secondly,
Special Judge SR Navandar,

who as the judge designated to
hear the cases under Unlawful
Activities Prevention Act
(UAPA) is currently hearing
the politically sensistive 2018
case, had said in the open
court on Monday that his court
had not received any official
communication from either
the State Government or the
Centre about the transfer of the
case.

The Pune police have,
meanwhile, taken up the mat-
ter with the State DGP’s office
for formal orders to hand over
the case to the NIA. “Till this
evening, we have not received
any order from the State DGP’s
office to hand over the case to
the NIA. Once we received the
order, we will complete the nec-
essary formalities and hand
over all the investigation papers
to the NIA,” a senior Pune
police official said.

On his part, State Home
Minister Anil Deshmukh said:
“As the State Home Minister, I
have not received any papers
from the Centre about the
transfer of the case to the NIA.
Once we receive the papers, we

will study the papers, seek
legal opinion and decide on
what to do next”.

Asked if the Maharashtra
government was opposed to
handing over the the Bhima
Koregaon-Elgaar Parishad case
to the NIA, Deshmukh said:
“Whatever we have learnt
about the issue is through the
media. Till we receive a official
communication from the
Centre about handing over the
case to the NIA, I do not want
to comment on this. We will
take necessary steps once we
receive a formal letter from the
Centre”.    

Former Chief Minister and
senior BJP leader Devendra
Fadnavis downplayed the delay
on the part of the Pune police
in handing over the Bhima
Koregaon-Elgaar Parishad case.
“This is a technical procedure.
Once it takes over the case, the
NIA has take possession of the
papers from the Pune police.
The Pune police must be in the
process of completing the tech-
nical formalities before hand-
ing over the papers to the
NIA. I am sure that the

Maharashtra DGP will per-
sonally look into the matters
and soirt our issues. I do not
think that there would be any
dispute between the
Maharashtra police and NIA
on this,” Fadnavis said.  

In a surprise move, the
Union Ministry of Home
Affairs (MHA) had on Friday
last  (January 24) handed over
the investigations in the Bhima
Koregaon-Yelgaar Parishad
case to the NIA.

The MHA’s move to hand
over the case to the NIA came
a day after the MVA govern-
ment reviewed the charge
sheets filed by the Pune police
in the case in the light of NCP
chief Sharad Pawar’s charge
that the previous BJP govern-
ment had vengefully implicat-
ed several activists as accused
in the case. 

After the review meeting,
the Maharashtra government
had indicated that it would
hand over the case to a Special
Investigation Team (SIT) to
ascertain whether the Pune –
acting allegedly at the behest of
the then ruling BJP – had

acted against several activists
based on “trumped up”
charges.

Reacting to the Centre’s
decision, a miffed Pawar had
charged that the ruling BJP –
with an acute *fear of being
exposed in the  Bhima
Koregaon-Elgaar Parishad
case – had hurriedly handed

over the investigations to the
NIA. He demanded that an
independent panel to set up to
hold comprehensive probe into
the manner in which the Pune
police had investigated the
case. “Only an independent
probe will bring out truth in the
case,” he had said.   

Congress’ former presi-
dent Rahul Gandhi had also
slammed the Centre’s move, by
alleging that the move to hand
over the case to a central
agency was part of the “MOSH
( Modi-Shah) agenda of hate”.
“Anyone who opposes the
MOSH agenda of hate is an
“Urban Naxal”. Bhima-
Koregaon is a symbol of resis-
tance that the Government’s
NIA stooges can never erase,”
Gandhi had tweeted.

New Delhi: Union Minister of
Minority Affairs Mukhtar
Abbas Naqvi  has penned a new
book “ Balwa”, set in the back-
ground of communal tensions
of nineties.

“Characters are fictional
but they do reflect realities on
the ground,” said the Minister
while talking about the book
published by Diamond Books.

This is the first of Naqvi’s
three-novel series to be out this
year. The book details active
hands of some “anti-nationals”,
said the Minister. 

The other two books —
“Raj Leela” and “Cyber Supari”
— revolve around social and
political exploitation of tribals,
and fake news, respectively.

Asked whether “Balwa” has
a tragic or happy end, the
Minister said it does have happy
finale. “Balwa” is a story centred
around two religious leaders
Maulana Mushtaq and Sankata
Prasad, who for their own vest-
ed interests try to create com-
munal conflicts.  Naqvi said the
book has no relation to the
Mandir movement of 90s. PNS
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AAs many as 20 pas-
sengers were killed

and 33 others injured
on Tuesday, when a
State transport bus and
a rickshaw plunged into
an agricultural well after a col-
lision at Dewla village in
Nashik district of north
Maharashtra.

The mishap occurred
when the bus was heading
from the powerloom town of
Kalwan. One report reaching
the state headquarters from the
mishap site said that after a tyre
burst, the bus rammed into an
adjacent rickshaw and skidded,
leading to both the vehicles
plunging into a huge village
irrigation well located next to
the road.

Another report said that
both the bus and rickshaw col-
lided against each other and
went down the village well,
after the drivers lost control of
their respective vehicles.

While seven to eight per-
sons from the rickshaw were
killed on the sport, the others
killed in the mishap were from
the ST bus. The officials said
that in 20 persons had been
killed, while 33 others injured
in the mishap.

The efforts to retrieve the
bodies, along with the bus and
rickshaw, were going on till late
in the night.

Meanwhile, the state-run
Maharashtra State Road
Transport Corporation
(MSRTC) announced a com-
pensation of Rs 10 lakh to the
next of kin of each person
killed in the mishap, while it
said it would bear the entire
medical expenses of those
injured in the mishap.



The format of the Republic Day
parade is still evolving in finding
the right balance between dis-
playing military prowess, cultur-
al heritage, technological growth

and socio-economic developments. When
it was first held in 1950 at the National
Stadium, it was entirely a military parade,
affirming, indeed asserting, civilian polit-
ical control over the erstwhile colonial
armed forces, two of whose service chiefs
were still British. The parade was the acme
of military traditions, customs and ethos,
synthesising the services into an apolitical,
professional and secular fighting machine. 

Even today, when soldiers get into the
battlefield, there is no uniform war cry. In
different fighting units, it is as varied as
Allah hu Akbar to Jai Mata Di to Aayo
Gorkhali. This richness in diversity of mil-
itary ethos was and is still embodied in the
code of conduct contained in the credo set
for officers passing out of the Indian
Military Academy, which was established
in 1932 by Field Marshal Philip Chetwode.
It was about dedication to country first,
devotion to soldiers under command next
and personal safety remaining last, always
and every time. This gold standard has
been seamlessly blended with the eternal
values of the Indian Constitution that are
currently under test on account of a vari-
ety of national issues. Most of them affect
the heart and soul of the military where
customs and traditions are sacrosanct.

Seemingly odd customs have a place,
too. Like 13 hobnails on the sole of
“ammunition boots.” In the photographs
that appeared of Captain Tania Shergill
leading the all-male Corps of Signals con-
tingent, one can count the number of nails
on her boots. These show on dead soldiers
in trenches in celebrated World War films
like 1917 and Dunkirk. In World War I,
India lost 74,000 soldiers but names of just
13,516 of them are etched on the walls of
India Gate. Around 80,000 lives were sac-
rificed in World War II, which have gone
completely anonymous. This is a serious
omission and needs to be rectified by con-
structing a monument in the name of the
unknown soldier if names of the dead are
not traceable. 

Prime Minister Narendra Modi was
instrumental in hastening the construction
of the National War Memorial (NWM)
behind India Gate, which bears the names
of 25,942 martyrs since independence. Last
year, the Army alone suffered 80 fatal casu-
alties in Jammu & Kashmir, the North-east
and the United Nations Peacekeeping
Operations, according to a Press report
released on Army Day, January 15. 

Last Sunday’s parade was blessed with
good weather and recorded many firsts.
Instead of the Amar Jawan Jyoti at India
Gate, martyrs — sadly only post-indepen-
dence ones — were remembered by Prime
Minister Modi at the NWM; the new Chief

of Defence Staff (CDS), Gen
Bipin Rawat, joined the other
three service Chiefs and
Defence Secretary as official
hosts of the parade. The Air
Defence Regiment made its
marching debut, so did sever-
al US hi-tech fixed-wing air-
craft and helicopters in the fly-
past, marking a significant
shift from an inventory whol-
ly Soviet/Russian to one signif-
icantly diversified. 

The indigenous anti-satel-
lite weapon and gravity-defying
stunts by women bikers of the
Central Reserve Police Force
(CRPF) took a bow. Absent
perhaps for the first time was
a Gorkha-marching contin-
gent though the Kumaon
Regiment in Gorkha hats made
up for it. But not quite.
Altogether, 16 marching con-
tingents and 22 tableaux com-
prised the parade. The tableau
from Jammu & Kashmir was a
brazen attempt to portray it as
a normal State after the abro-
gation of Article 370 and its
demotion from a full-fledged
State to a Union Territory.
Both matters are now in the
Supreme Court. 

As in the past, the climax
of the parade was the flypast by
the Indian Air Force (IAF).
Most aircraft on the ORBAT
joined the show, which started
with the newly-arrived
American CH-47F Chinook
heavy-lift helicopter and the

AH-64E Apache attack heli-
copter. These were followed by
Made in India Dorniers, C-
130J Super Hercules special
operations aircraft and the
game-changing strategic airlift
C-17 Globemaster III. The
Russian aircraft in the flypast
included Sukhoi 30 MKI, MiG
29 and Mi17 medium-lift heli-
copters. 

Making its debut in the fly-
past was the indigenously-
developed Netra airborne early
warning and control system on
a Brazilian Embraer aircraft
flanked by two Sukhoi MKIs,
which should have pleased the
chief guest, Brazilian President
Jair Bolsonaro. British-made
upgraded Jaguars flew in for-
mation as did the MiG 29
fighters. As always,  aerobatics
were left to a single Sukhoi 30
MKI, which appeared low and
then disappeared into a verti-
cal shoot into cumulo-nimbus,
distressing palpitating hearts. 

The Republic Day parade
did not end with the flypast but
as has become the norm, with
Prime Minister Modi’s road-
show, walking down the
Rajpath, accompanied by six
Tata-made Range Rovers and
25 dark-suited security person-
nel carrying the briefcase with
nuclear security codes. Defence
Minister Rajnath Singh, anx-
ious to leave, was seen gestic-
ulating towards the Modi cav-
alcade, virtually enquiring if the

marchpast was over. 
The Modi Government has

delivered on One Rank, One
Pension (OROP), accelerated
the construction of NWM,
conducted surgical ground and
airstrikes and appointed a CDS.
These are all pretty hefty
achievements. Speaking at a
media conclave last week,
Information and Broadcasting
Minister Prakash Javadekar
listed the achievements of the
Modi Government: Triple
talaq, Article 370, Ram mandir,
Citizenship Amendment Act
(CAA), National Population
Register (NPR) and National
Register of Citizens (NRC)…
The maximum applause he
attracted was from his reference
to the Balakot airstrikes. Yet, as
the fiscal budget for 2020-21
will show on Saturday, the
investment made by the
Government towards defence
modernisation is to borrow a
famous phrase by General Zia-
ul Haq, “peanuts”, barely suffi-
cient for the payment of carry-
over liabilities. 

The truth is that the focus
of the Government is on sym-
bolism and over time, further
politicising the military. Like yes-
terday, even at the annual
National Cadet Corps (NCC)
parade at Cariappa Parade
Ground in New Delhi, Modi
made an inappropriate election
speech. It was, therefore, heart-
ening to see that the new Army

Chief, Gen MM Naravane, while
briefing the media before the
Army Day, talked of the
Constitution and its Preamble,
which is being widely read out
by the youth across the country
in reaction to CAA. The General
hinted that the military is not
committed to the ideology of
any political party in power. But
the very next week, during the
Army Day parade, unsuspect-
ingly he read out chapter and
verse of Government-stated
virtues of nullifying Article 370,
a matter sub-judice in the
Supreme Court. 

Later today, you will listen
to the solemn hymn and
melody, Abide With Me, bring-
ing down the flag at the Beating
Retreat ceremony, signalling
the end of the annual January
series of parades, reflecting
pomp, pageantry and pride.
Momentarily banished, this
immortal piece of music will,
after all, be played. People
protested against its removal in
order to “Indianise” the cere-
mony because it was a
Christian and colonial melody
without knowing its relevance
to military tradition and cus-
toms. More absurd changes
were attempted in the past. 

(The writer, a retired Major
General, was Commander IPKF
South, Sri Lanka and founder
member of the Defence Planning
Staff, currently the Integrated
Defence Staff.)
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Sir — This refers to the article, “A
Constitutional mandate” (January
28) by A Surya Prakash. The
Citizenship Amendment Act
(CAA) appears to be a piece of
legislation that has been poorly
drafted and does not seem to be
inclusive and coherent in nature.
Like the Hindus, Sikhs, Buddhists,
Jains, Parsis and Christians, there
were many Muslims, too, who
migrated to India from neigh-
bouring countries because of per-
secution and oppression. It would
be unfair to exclude them from
the CAA. Massive protests against
the said Act are an indication of
a thriving vibrant democracy. 

Devendra Khurana
Bhopal
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Sir — This refers to the editorial,
“Selling the jewel” (January 28).
After last year’s failed bid to sell
76 per cent stake in Air India, the
Government seems to have learnt
its lesson well and has now sought
to sell its entire stake. What’s
praiseworthy is the fact that as
against a total liability of �58,282.9

crore, with contingent liabilities of
another �3,178 crore, the
Government has reduced the
debt burden to �23,287 crore.
Prospective bidders will now have
an idea of how much debt they
will have to pay. During the early
sale, the huge amount of debt bur-
den had kept the bidders away.  

But the million-dollar ques-

tion now is whether and how
many airlines would show 
interest in buying the loss-making
flag carrier. It must be agreed that
Air India is not one among those
airlines that are making profits. 

Air India also has much
going for it. It has bilateral rights
with more than 100 countries. Its
brand equity is strong with many

prized landing slots still available.
Lastly, Civil Aviation Minister
Hardeep Singh Puri has also said
that the Government is open to
revising the terms of sale based on
suggestions from investors. The
Government’s intent is all but
sweet but it needs a buyer.

Bal Govind
Noida
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Sir — Commerce, Industry and
Railways Minister Piyush Goyal’s
recent announcement that the
entire network of the Indian
Railways will run on electricity by
2024 and become a net-zero
emission network by 2030 is
welcome. This is something that
has not yet been attempted by any
railway across the world. 

Currently, the railway is very
much dependent on fossil fuel
and runs through diesel-pow-
ered locos, thus badly affecting
the environment. Complete elec-
trification will reduce carbon
emission levels and make the
transporter highly sustainable
and eco-friendly. This can also
further India’s commitments
towards mitigating climate
change. The target of 2024 must
now be completed in quick suc-
cession in a phased manner
across all railway zones. A deep
focus on non-electrified tracks
must be taken up at the earliest
without delay. 

Varun Dambal
Bengaluru
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The Union Budget has always been the reflec-
tion of how we prioritise and allocate lim-
ited resources to the efforts of nation-build-

ing and nurturing across sectors. While India has
set aspirational targets regarding the 2030
Sustainable Development Goals (SDG) we are one
of the nations with the lowest Government
spending on healthcare (less than two per cent),
with the highest burden of communicable diseases
like Tuberculosis (TB) while bearing an epidemi-
ological transition towards a crescendo of non-
communicable diseases. India aspires to invest
about 2.5 per cent of the GDP into healthcare by
2025, which is a lower target than the global aver-
age of six per cent. At the same time we aspire to
end the epidemics of TB, AIDS and malaria by
2030. In some ways we are making progress and
moving forward but are we putting enough on the
table?

Most of the SDG goals that India aspires to
achieve, as per the NITI Aayog SDG Index, are
aligned towards primary care and human
resources for health. It selects indicators for reduc-
ing maternal mortality, under-five mortality and
TB burden while increasing immunisation cov-
erage and human resources for health. The
National Health Mission, including rural and
urban, (NRHM and NUHM) is the core of the
healthcare delivery services and thus will be the
conduit to deliver on the promises of better health.
NRHM has received a marginal increase of
seven per cent to reach �27,039 crore while
NUHM was allocated �950 crore, a nine per cent
increase from the previous year. A large part of
this Budget, �1,550 crore has been earmarked for
the development of Health and Wellness Centres
(HWCs). About 1.5 lakh HWCs envisioned for
2022 and 40,000 centres to be built by 2019-20
allow for about �4 lakh per centre (considering
both years’ budgets), which is a pittance given the
aspiration of infrastructure upgrade and manpow-
er needed. 

The Government claims that 28,500 HWCs
have been established and to strengthen the pri-
mary and preventive care foundations, there needs
to be more focussed cash-flow and implementa-
tion at the first level of contact with the patients.
On the optimistic side, there is a 94 per cent
increase in ASHA benefit package (�400 crore)
which is a great step towards ensuring delivery at
the last mile. ASHA workers being the face of
almost all health schemes and services, this has
the potential to impact all four SDG India Index
indicators.

Tertiary care schemes, however, have seen their
funds being jettisoned. The National Programme
for Prevention and Control of Cancer, Diabetes,
Cardiovascular Diseases and Stroke (NPCDCS)
received only �175 crore as opposed to �300 crore
in 2017-18. Keeping in mind the increasing bur-
den of non-communicable diseases and the focus
on screening at the HWCs, there needs to be a
higher allocation of cash towards this pro-
gramme. 

The National Mental Health Programme,
which saw a budget estimate of �50 crore but a
dismal revised estimate of �5.5 crore in the pre-
vious Budget, has again received a budget estimate
of only �40 crore. It remains to be seen how much
is finally allocated to this programme but as a
nation we are still neglecting mental health
issues that are silently affecting everyone across
the socio-economic spectrum, from industrialists
to numerous college students. 

The National Crime Records Bureau
mentions that in 2015, a whopping 8,934
student suicides were recorded in India.
A much larger number goes unreport-
ed. It would be encouraging to see more
efforts made towards the much-neglect-
ed mental health delivery system.

No discussion is complete without
perspectives on the Ayushman Bharat
(AB) insurance scheme. The previous
two Budgets saw a more than two-fold
increase in commitment from �2,400
crore to �6,400 crore and it is fair to
expect that the allocation will increase.
While the initial plan was to cover 10
crore families, there have been aspira-
tions to cover 50 crore. However, the
challenge here is not allocation of
money but optimal utilisation of it.
While on one hand demand has been
created, there is a deficit in the supply
of health services as well as a reticence
in current capacity of healthcare
providers to participate, given the chal-
lenging pricing of the health packages. 

The massive demand and the chal-
lenging prices claiming margins at scale
can only be serviced by a greater supply
of the healthcare delivery taskforce.
This is also reflected in SDG 3.8 (human
resources for health) and is the most crit-
ical piece of the healthcare puzzle, with-
out which all other efforts will fall short.
According to the Global Health
Workforce Alliance, India falls in the cat-
egory of countries with a “risk of severe
crisis in availability of human resources
for health.” Against the WHO-recom-
mended 22.8 (revised 44.5) qualified
health professionals per 10,000, India
only has 16 (adjusted for qualification)
per 10,000. This massive gap is either
completely un-serviced or is filled by
quacks. 

We have often seen fallouts of this
in overpopulated, understaffed
Government hospitals. Last year, scores
of children died due to Acute
Encephalitis Syndrome in Muzaffarpur

in Bihar. A condition manageable by ade-
quate medical care, the deaths were
attributed to malnutrition of the children
and poor logistics in the hospital(s).  

The issue of workforce shortage
affects the entire health ecosystem but
the gargantuan demand created by AB
will highlight the challenges much
more, with a higher relative demand-
supply gap shaping up. Private hospitals
that are not participating in the specif-
ic health service packages or as a whole
in AB are already saying that the high
volume, low margin play is not realistic
since they are limited in capacity of
skilled workforce. In the absence of a
commensurate health workforce, the
hospitals will never reach the scale at
which the volumes can be serviced so
that the low margins will make sense
with the challenging prices.

In areas where fundamental health
infrastructure (both public and private)
itself is low, the scheme is bound to have
low adoption. This is reflected in min-
imum utilisation of the scheme in the
North-eastern States, Daman and Diu
and Dadra and Nagar Haveli, where the
supply for health services is extremely
low. We need more doctors, nurses and
allied staff with institutions to train them.
Investments are required towards build-
ing more public institutions for training.

There has been only a 0.7 per cent
increase in the Budget for human
resources for health and medical educa-
tion in the last two years. Most of the
Budget has been allocated to increasing
undergraduate seats at existing institutes
and postgraduate seats in district hos-
pitals. The Budget for creating new med-
ical colleges has been reduced to �2,000
crore, the lowest in the last three years.
If we increase seats in existing colleges,
without creating new ones, we walk a
thin line of quality education trade off
with quantity as the number of medical
college seats to number of beds in its
associated hospital is a fixed ratio,

maintained to safeguard quality educa-
tion. It is here that the NITI Aayog has
proposed allowing private medical col-
leges to work with public district hospi-
tals to generate more medical seats in
their paper Scheme to link new and/or
existing private medical colleges with func-
tional district hospitals through PPP. This
could potentially be a way to bring in
some numbers for the skill pool but
needs careful craftsmanship to keep the
public sentiments at the centre for care
delivery while allowing enough room for
market forces to sustain. Additionally, the
outlay for paramedical and allied health
services has been dismal. The Budget for
setting up state institutions for paramed-
ical training has been a pitiful �20 crore,
same as 2018-19. Strengthening of nurs-
ing services received only �64 crore while
pharmacy colleges received a paltry �5
crore. The need for upskilling allied
health skilled professionals is more
pressing now than ever, at the face of
absolute and relative shortage of doctors
to serve the impending gargantuan
demand. It would be encouraging to see
the same being reflected in the pecuniary
commitments. Only then can we create
an ecosystem of health services, public
and private, that can serve the ambitions
of the AB at the desired nexus of qual-
ity and cost. Since health is still a State
subject, the Centre’s contribution is
limited to infrastructure development.
With a more rights-based approach to
health and the Finance Commission’s
recommendations to move it to a
Concurrent subject, in the near future
we can expect greater accountability and
thus higher budgetary allocations by the
Centre. Till that time, it needs to support
the trailing States more so that health
infrastructure can be built and markets
be created for AB to find takers. 

(The writer is an Engagement
Manager, Health, International
Innovation Corps, University of Chicago
Centre, Delhi)
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All eyes will be on the Union
Budget which will be pre-
sented at the end of this week

on February 1. The Budget Session is
all set to begin with the customary
President’s address to the joint session
of Parliament on January 31. The ses-
sion is important because this is when
the Parliament scrutinises the fiscal
proposals of the Government and
votes for the Budget.  

There will be two phases of the
Budget Session, with the first sched-
uled from January 31 to February 11
and the second from March 2 to April

3. Finance Minister Nirmala
Sitharaman, who will be presenting
her second Union Budget, would
attempt to stage a reversal of the sharp
decline that has gripped the econo-
my and is expected to announce a
slew of measures to boost it.
According to official data, the Gross
Domestic Product (GDP) is likely to
shrink to five per cent this fiscal, the
slowest pace in about a decade. The
International Monetary Fund (IMF)
has slashed India’s GDP growth rate
to 4.8 per cent for the current fiscal
and 5.8 per cent for 2020-21. Though
fiscal indicators suggest that the
economy will bounce back in the first
half of 2020, a lot depends on the
Government’s budgetary announce-
ments. It is likely that the Union
Government may skip all populist
measures to focus on industry-spe-
cific boosters. 

Sitharaman has already
announced certain steps like support
to exporters, the housing industry,

Micro and Small Enterprises and
Non-Banking Financial Companies.
Some new income tax slabs with sim-
ple and fairer income tax, relaxation
in Long-Term Capital Gain (LTCG)
and relief in Dividend Distribution
Tax (DDT) are also expected.

Incidentally, the last Budget
Session was one of the busiest in the
last two decades. According to offi-
cial data, both Houses spent nearly
half their time on legislative business,
passing 30 Bills and working more
than 70 hours extra. 

However, for all this to happen,
the Parliament needs to function nor-
mally. In the last decade, the
Parliament has not functioned well
with several disruptions and adjourn-
ments. Of late, some Bills were even
passed without discussion in the
House. A total of 42 Bills are pend-
ing before the Parliament to be
cleared during the forthcoming ses-
sion. Will this session be more pro-
ductive and peaceful? Most probably

not, in view of issues like the econom-
ic downturn and the resultant job
losses, the Citizenship Amendment
Act (CAA), National Register of
Citizens (NRC), the National
Population Register (NPR) and the
countrywide protests plaguing the
country right now.  

The student community and
civil society have shown their appre-
hensions over the twin measures with
students taking a lead over others. So
these issues are bound to top the list
of the Opposition, with the Congress
Party already giving an indication to
this effect. 

The second issue which the
Opposition is likely to beat the NDA
Government with is the sliding econ-
omy. The Opposition could put the
Government on the mat for the
consistent decline in the GDP as sev-
eral macro indicators signalling
recovery reveal that it could take
some more time. The Finance
Minister has to address issues like the

lack of jobs and decline of growth in
almost all sectors, including manu-
facturing, civil aviation, agriculture,
infrastructure and banking. 

The third area of concern is the
state of affairs in the former State of
Jammu and Kashmir. Though the Bill
for its bifurcation was passed in the
last session, normalcy is yet to return
in the Valley and the Congress and
other parties are likely to push for a
discussion on the situation. 

The Centre wants to get the
Personal Data Protection Bill passed,
which will allow data to be stored
abroad with consent and mirror
images in India. A Bill to link the
Aadhaar to voter identity cards for
new voters is also likely to be intro-
duced. The sale of Air India is anoth-
er controversial issue. While the
Government is looking at complet-
ing disinvestment of Air India in the
current fiscal, half a dozen AAI air-
ports are to be bid out on a PPP
model. It is not clear whether the

Opposition will chalk out a joint strat-
egy to take on the Government or
not. The Modi Government is bank-
ing upon a divided Opposition,
which has helped the Government
push through even contentious Bills
like the abrogation of Article 370 and
the recent CAB, in the past. The
Congress wants to take a leadership
role in uniting various political par-
ties but there is resistance from
major players like the Trinamool
Congress, Bahujan Samaj Party and
the Samajwadi Party. It would be bet-
ter if Parliamentarians decide to
debate key issues instead of walking
out and making noisy scenes. In a
democracy, a civilised discussion
would go a long way in solving prob-
lems. The members should not fail in
their basic duties of legislation, scruti-
ny of the Budget and holding the
Government accountable. After all,
the people have elected them for this
purpose.

(The writer is a senior journalist)
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Britain on Tuesday
announced that it will allow

Chinese telecom giant Huawei
to help build the country’s
next generation of super-fast
5G networks with some restric-
tions, despite intense pressure
from the US to block the firm
over security concerns.

5G allows greater and
faster data processing, and is
seen as an integral component
of new interconnected tech-
nologies such as automated
vehicles and smart appliances.

Last month, India said it
would allocate airwaves to all
telecom service providers for
conducting trials of 5G net-
works, a move welcomed by
Huawei. In Brussels, a top
European Union official said
on Tuesday that the bloc will
not ban Huawei or any other
company in Europe.

The mobile operators in
the UK will be able to use
Huawei equipment in their 5G
networks but the company will

be excluded from “security
critical” core areas, according to
a statement from the govern-
ment.

The announcement fol-
lows months of public debate
in the country over how to
respond to concerns raised by
the US government about
potential national security risks
posed by Huawei components.

The Trump administra-
tion had been pressing for a
total ban on Huawei products,
alleging that Beijing could use
the equipment for snooping.

The choice has been
described as the biggest test of
Prime Minister Boris Johnson’s
post-Brexit strategy to date, the
BBC reported.

Johnson was under intense

pressure, including from with-
in his Conservative Party, to
agree to US demands on
Huawei. He discussed the issue
with President Donald Trump
in a phone call on Friday. US
Secretary of State Mike
Pompeo tweeted on Sunday
that Britain faced a “momen-
tous” decision on 5G.

Huawei, based in the
southern Chinese city of
Shenzhen, has consistently
denied that it would help the
Chinese Government to spy.
Ren Zhengfei, the founder of
Huawei, has previously worked
with China’s People’s Liberation
Army and has ties with the rul-
ing Communist Party of China.

The Trump administra-
tion has previously warned
that US-UK intelligence shar-

ing could be put at risk if
London allowed Huawei to
participate in the 5G networks.

A Trump administration
official said on Tuesday that the
US “is disappointed” with the
UK’s decision, the report said.

China has previously
warned the UK that there
could be “substantial” reper-
cussions to other trade and
investment plans if Huawei
was banned outright from the
country’s 5G market.

“Huawei is reassured by the
UK government’s confirma-
tion that we can continue
working with our customers to
keep the 5G rollout on track,”
the firm’s UK chief Victor
Zhang said in a statement after
the government announced its
decision.

“It gives the UK access to
world-leading technology and
ensures a competitive market,”
he said. Under the restricted
approval, Huawei will be
banned from supplying kit to
“sensitive parts” of the network,
known as the core.

In addition, it will only be
allowed to account for 35 per
cent of the kit in a network’s
periphery, which includes radio
masts.

Huawei will be excluded
from areas near British military
bases and nuclear sites.

Huawei, which is a leader
in 5G technology and also one
of the world’s biggest sellers of
smartphones, has seen its busi-
ness targeted in a concerted
campaign by the US.
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The EU will not ban Chinese
telecom giant Huawei or

any other company in Europe,
a top official said on Tuesday,
despite intense pressure from
Washington to shun the firm
over spying fears.

The European
Commission, the EU’s execu-
tive arm, will officially unveil
recommendations to member
states on Wednesday, but com-
missioner Thierry Breton told
MEPs that Brussels will choose
tight scrutiny over any blanket
ban.

“It is not a question of dis-
crimination, it is a question of
laying down rules. They will be
strict, they will be demanding

and of course we will welcome
in Europe all operators who are
willing to apply them,” he said.

The EU, while never
explicitly naming the Chinese
giant, is struggling to find a
middle way to balance Huawei’s
huge dominance in the 5G sec-
tor with security concerns
pressed by Washington.

The proposal is part of a
so-called “toolbox” of recom-
mendations that will guide the
EU’s 27 post-Brexit member
states as they build crucial 5G
networks. British Prime
Minister Boris Johnson is also
expected on Tuesday to risk
Washington’s anger with a sim-
ilar decision to trust strict
rules instead of a ban on
Huawei.

A ban on Huawei would
ultimately be up to an individ-
ual member state, but the com-
mission’s middle road recom-
mendation gives cover to
European capitals to resist pleas
from Washington.

Huawei is one of the
world’s leading network tech-
nology suppliers, and one of the
few — along with European
telecom companies Nokia and
Ericsson — capable of building
5G networks.

The United States sees the
company as a potential threat
to cybersecurity and fears it
would facilitate cyber espi-
onage by the Chinese govern-
ment, to which it is said to have
close links. 
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The rupee clocked its first
gain after three days of

losses on Tuesday, recovering
by 12 paise to close at 71.31
against the US dollar, even as
concerns remained over fast-
spreading coronavirus from
China to other regions.

The domestic unit’s rise
was restricted by a host of fac-
tors like subdued equities,
stronger dollar against key cur-
rencies and sustained foreign
fund outflows, according to
analysts. 

At the interbank foreign
exchange market, the local
currency opened at 71.37.

During the day, the local unit
saw a high of 71.26 and a low
of 71.41. The domestic unit
finally settled at 71.31, up 12
paise from its previous close.

The rupee had settled at
71.43 against the American
currency on Monday.

Meanwhile, the global
crude benchmark Brent
Futures rose 0.39 per cent to
trade at $58.81 per barrel.

While, the dollar index,
which gauges the greenback’s
strength against a basket of six
currencies, rose by 0.05 per
cent to 98.00.

The 10-year Indian gov-
ernment bond yield was at
6.58 per cent.
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Global airlines’ grouping
IATA on Tuesday

expressed hope that the disin-
vestment process will result in
a strong and rejuvenated Air
India, which is able to support
growth of India’s aviation mar-
ket.

The International Air
Transport Association (IATA)
has around 290 airlines as
members, including Air India.

Making a second attempt
in as many years for strategic
disinvestment of Air India, the
government on Monday issued
the preliminary bid document
for 100 per cent stake in the
debt-laden airline.

“We hope the disinvest-
ment process will deliver a
strong and rejuvenated Air
India that is able to support the
anticipated growth potential of
India’s aviation market,” IATA
Assistant Director (Corporate
Communications — Asia
Pacific) Albert Tjoeng 
told PTI in an e-mailed 
statement.

At the same time, it is
important to ensure that the
operating and regulatory envi-
ronment in the country allows
Air India and all Indian carri-
ers to operate effectively, he
said.

In 2019, domestic air pas-
senger traffic in India stood at
14.41 crore, an increase of
nearly four per cent compared
to the previous year, as per the
latest official data.
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RSS-affiliate Bharatiya
Mazdoor Sangh (BMS) on

Tuesday opposed Air India
sale, and urged the government
to think over this decision.

“Ever since inception, pub-
lic sector undertakings have
been the driver of growth and
value creation. Perhaps they are
the only enterprises in India
that fulfilled all the objectives
laid out according to the
Industrial Policy Resolution of
1956,” a BMS statement said.

The union also said that it
is unfortunate that they (PSUs)
are being sold in the name of
resource mobilization to fund
social spending.

The union is of  the view
that selling PSU to private
players is not going to help the
government in mobilizing
resources and funding social
spending because privatiza-
tion does not free the 
Government from its respon-
sibilities.

There are certain segment
in which both public as well
private sector enterprises are
not being able to perform and
there are cases in which private
players failed to generate own
resources, they simply took
the money in form of loans
from banks (many in the pub-
lic sector) and then they failed
to repay the loan, deepening
non-performing asset crisis, it
added.
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The country’s largest car-
maker Maruti Suzuki India

(MSI) on Tuesday reported
4.13 per cent rise in consoli-
dated net profit at �1,587.4
crore for December quarter
2019-20, riding on lower com-
modity prices, reduced corpo-
rate tax rate besides its cost
reduction efforts.

The company had posted a
net profit of �1,524.5 crore in
the same quarter last 
fiscal, MSI said in a 
regulatory filing.

Consolidated revenue from
operations in the quarter under
review stood at �20,721.8 crore
as against �19,680.7 crore in the
year-ago period, up 5.29 per
cent, it added.
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To boost exports and revi-
talise the agriculture sector,

a key trade promotion organ-
isation has recommended to
the government to revamp SEZ
(special economic zone) poli-
cy for food exports.

Accordingly, the Trade
Promotion Council of India
recommended this step to the
government for the upcoming
Budget 2020-21. TPCI
Chairman Mohit Singla said:

“India has huge potential in the
food exports and global
investors are looking at SEZ as
one destination for investing”.

“Due to lack of incentives for
value added F&B manufacturing
and exports is inhibiting them to
come to India,” he added.

According to TPCI, foreign
investors should be allowed to
import raw materials at zero
duty and avail duty rebate pro-
portionate to value addition.

Besides, the council rec-
ommended that foreign

investors should be incen-
tivised by lower duty on value
addition “they achieve, espe-
cially for the food sector where
duty is already high”.

“It will lead to automatic
clusterisation as the incentive
will act as a pull factor. This is
one incentives which, if
announced, will also be WTO
compliant. It is to be noted that,
exports from SEZs are growing
at a faster rate than overall
exports from the country,” the
TPCI recommendations said.
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The Finance Ministry has
invited applications for the

next chairman of Securities
and Exchange Board of India
(Sebi) to succeed Ajay Tyagi,
whose three-year term comes
to an end next month.

Tyagi, a 1984 batch IAS
officer of Himachal Pradesh
cadre, was appointed as head of
the market regulator in 2017
for the period of three years. He
assumed charge on March 1,
2017. It was widely expected
that Tyagi would get at least
two years’ extension given his
stellar performance on the job.

However, the public notice
dated January 24 inviting appli-
cation from eligible candidates
indicates that the Government in
not inclined to give an extension
of two years to the incumbent.
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Domestic auto major Tata
Motors on Tuesday rolled

out the electric variant of its
compact SUV Nexon for the
personal segment at a starting
price of �13.99 lakh and said it
plans to launch four more EVs
in the next two years. 

Of the four proposed elec-
tric vehicles (EVs), two will be
sports utility vehicles, one
sedan and a hatchback, Tata
Group Chairman N
Chandrasekaran announced at
the launch event, which was
also attended by Ratan Tata,
the group's Chairman
Emeritus. 

With Nexon EV a reality,
the whole ecosystem for an
electric vehicle is in place now,
and its adoption will be much
faster and easier going forward,
he said. 
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Market gauges Sensex and
Nifty tumbled further on

Tuesday as investors continued
to engage in sell-offs for a sec-
ond day in a row fearing eco-
nomic fallout of deadly coro-
navirus. Besides, other domes-
tic factors like weak quarterly
earnings by corporates, reports
suggesting shortfall in tax col-
lections and a general caution
ahead of Union Budget
weighed on investor senti-
ments. At the closing bell, the
30-share BSE Sensex was down
188.26 points, or 0.46 per cent,
at 40,966.86 — its weakest
level in over six weeks. During
the day, the index swung over
463 points.

Likewise, the broader NSE
Nifty settled the day 63.20
points, or 0.52 per cent, down
at 12,055.80. In the Sensex
pack, Bharti Airtel was the
biggest loser, dropping 4.55
per cent, followed by Tata Steel,
Reliance Industries, Maruti,
ITC, Nestle India and ICICI
Bank. On the other hand,
HDFC, Bajaj Finance, Sun
Pharma and HDFC Bank
advanced up to 1.53 per cent.

Sectorally, BSE telecom
was the biggest loser, cracking
4.11 per cent, followed by
metal, energy, power, auto and
FMCG indices. While BSE oil
and gas, IT and finance indices

ended higher. In the broader
market, BSE midcap and small-
cap indices fell up to 0.52 per
cent. The Indian market was
caught in an intense volatility
for a second straight day, guid-
ed by global sell-offs amid
mounting concerns over the
impact of China’s coronavirus
on the world economy, analysts
said. The death toll from a
coronavirus outbreak in China
has soared to 106, while near-
ly 1,300 new cases have been
confirmed. Confirmed virus
cases have also been reported
from about a dozen countries.

In signs of fear of the
deadly virus in the global mar-
ket, South Korea’s Kospi
plunged over 3 per cent and
Japan’s Nikkei dropped 0.55
per cent. Stock exchanges in
Europe too opened on a tepid
note. “Auto sector has given a
setback to the market due to
low demand, fall in realisations
and higher competition. India
is taking a careful approach
since Q3 has not given a pos-
itive sign of revival in corpo-
rate earnings as expected.
Global market is negative on
concerns  that Novel
Coronavirus issue may slow-
down the world economy,”
Vinod Nair, Head of Research,
Geojit Financial Services, said.
Brent crude oil futures
dropped 0.77 per cent to USD
58.13 per barrel.
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With a view to protect pru-
dent commercial deci-

sion of bankers, the govern-
ment has taken a slew of deci-
sions, including doing away
with personal responsibilities of
MD and CEO of PSBs for
compliance in dealing with
large value frauds committed
by bank officials.

Powers have been dele-
gated by Department of
Financial Services (DFS) to
the Boards of public sector
lenders to put in place a suit-
able mechanism for ensuring
compliance of the various time-
lines laid down in RBI and
CVC circulars, an official state-
ment said. “Similarly, the
instructions of DFS of 2015
regarding compulsory exami-
nation of fraud for all NPA
accounts exceeding Rs 50
crores have been aligned with
the CVC circular of January 15,
2020 whereby all such cases of
suspicious fraud are to be ini-
tially referred to the Advisory
Board for Banking and
Financial Frauds (ABBFF)
headed by former vigilance
Commissioner T M Bhasin,” it
added. Finance Minister
Nirmala Sitharaman at sever-
al occasions assured bankers
that adequate measures would
be taken to protect honest
commercial decisions taken by
them and distinction would be
made between genuine com-

mercial failures and culpabili-
ty. There are widespread appre-
hension that bankers could be
hauled up for their bona fide
commercial decision go wrong.

To assuage concerns, the
finance minister had assured
the bankers that a distinction
would be made between gen-
uine commercial failures and
culpability last month in a
meeting with heads of the pub-
lic sector banks (PSBs), which
was also attended by the CBI
Director. She had also told
bankers that the CBI will have
discussions, and workshops
with the bank officials from the
level of vigilance officers, senior
managers to general managers
to explain and eliminate appre-
hension from their minds.

Considering the complex-
ities involved in the commer-
cial decisions of managers in
public sector firms, the Central
Vigilance Commission set up
the Advisory Board for
Banking and Financial Frauds
(ABBFF) for a mandatory first
level examination on suspect-
ed frauds in excess of Rs 50
crore, involving public ser-
vants equivalent in rank to
GMs and above, before enquiry
or investigations begin. In
order to boost staff morale and
reduce scope for harassment,
Sitharaman had also directed
public sector bank heads to
clear long pending vigilance
cases against their officials for
alleged malpractices.
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Rising internet penetration,
increasing ordering fre-

quency and favourable con-
sumer disposition are some of
the factors driving growth in the
Indian food-tech industry that
is poised to grow at a compound
annual growth rate of 25-30 per
cent to USD 8 billion by the end
of 2022, a report by Google and
Boston Consulting Group
(BCG) said on Tuesday.

“Riding on the wave of
higher consumption in a grow-
ing market and maturing
dynamics on the supply side, we
expect the industry to grow from
USD 4 billion to USD 8 billion
in the next three years, a mas-
sive 25 per cent growth rate,” the
report titled ‘Demystifying the
Online Food Consumer’ said.

It added that funding in the
food-tech space has grown by 35
times in the past five years.
Macro trends such as rising
internet penetration, increas-
ing ordering frequency,
favourable consumer disposi-
tion, expanding reach in small-
er tiers and expanding network
of restaurants on food-tech plat-
forms pan-India continue to
drive momentum in the indus-
try, the report said. As a conse-
quence, reach of food-tech
aggregators has grown six times
from 2017 to 2019. At the same
time, consumers are spending
more than double the time to

explore and order online —
from 32 minutes per month in
2017 to 72 minutes per month
in 2019. The study cited peer or
network advocacy (52 per cent)
plays a critical role in drawing
people to try online food order-
ing for the first time. This was
followed by advertisements (19
per cent) that emerged to be a
strong driver in metros and
among the higher income
groups across the country.

“The food tech industry is
nascent but one of the fastest
growing in the country... Food
tech has now made its presence
in greater than 500 cities in India
and with consumer confidence
growing, there are new oppor-
tunities for the players to ‘win
with the consumer’ in an evolv-
ing market,” Google Director
(Travel, BFSI, Classifieds,

Gaming, Telco and Payments)
Roma Datta Chobey said.
Overall, online spending in
India is expected to grow at 25
per cent over the next five years
to cross USD 130 billion. The
report also flagged the impedi-
ments that hinder adoption by
consumers. A fifth of the
respondents stated a lack of
trust in the app as the main bar-
rier to usage — they believe that
the role and control of the
aggregators in the actual food
preparation is low. Delivery
charges (18 per cent), food qual-
ity concerns (13 per cent) and
lack of customisation (10 per
cent) were other reasons cus-
tomers cited for not having
experimented with online food
ordering so far.

Interestingly, while delivery
charge was the top reason for not
ordering food online in metro
cities; in tier-I cities, lack of trust
in apps (29 per cent) emerged as
the primary roadblock. “Food
tech start-ups have revolu-
tionised the way Indians eat.
There is now a greater demand
for healthy, home-cooked meals
leading to emergence of new
business models like cloud
kitchen and meal subscriptions.
Ordering food online is now a
habit,” BCG Senior Partner and
Managing Director Abheek
Singhi said. There is large head-
room to increase reach, engage-
ment and usage frequency for
food-tech apps, he added.

New Delhi (PTI): China’s
largest SUV manufacturer
Great Wall Motor (GWM) on
Tuesday said it will showcase
various products and tech-
nologies during the upcoming
Auto Expo next month as
part of its launch in the Indian
market. The automaker will
also showcase Haval Concept
H and Concept vehicle Vision
2025 besides SUVs under
Haval brand, electric products,
and innovations in the area of
intelligent safety, connectivity
and advanced autonomous
systems during the biennial
show.

“This is indeed a proud
moment for us as we are on
the verge of entering the
Indian automotive market. We
are excited at the limitless
possibilities that lay ahead as
India is an important market
for us,” GWM Chairman Wei
Jianjun said in a statement.
The company aims to set new
benchmarks in the Indian
automobile industry and hope
to create an everlasting rela-
tionship with the discerning
Indian customer, he added.

“With the R&D center in
Bangalore and now our par-
ticipation at the 15th edition
of the Auto Expo, we want to
further ascertain the impor-
tance of India as the core
strategic market,” Jianjun 
said.
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Script Open High Low LTP
NH 356.15 367.75 340 360.2
BHARTIARTL 515.3 515.3 485.95 490.9
BAJFINANCE 4164.9 4248 4153.55 4213.05
RELIANCE 1507.05 1510.45 1464.2 1471.35
MARUTI 7161 7218.15 6967.15 6996.95
WOCKPHARMA 362.4 374.55 338.8 343.45
HDFC 2419 2470.85 2409.6 2432.4
INFY 779.8 780.8 772.1 777.9
INDIGO 1519 1541.2 1444.75 1453.25
ICICIBANK 538.8 540.5 524.4 528.15
TCS 2172.3 2187.15 2153 2184.05
IBULHSGFIN 324.9 331 317.85 320.3
TATASTEEL 460.5 461.65 441.95 446.25
SBIN 318.1 320.05 311.1 314.85
TATAMOTORS 183.45 184.3 174.85 176.1
DRREDDY 3191 3249.5 3153.85 3188.8
INDUSINDBK 1284.65 1284.9 1240.75 1255.15
CCL 203 206.1 195.45 197.9
NTPC 113.65 113.65 110.9 112.05
HDFCBANK 1225.9 1227.45 1213.25 1222.85
YESBANK 42.65 43.25 41.3 41.65
IDEA 5.88 5.89 4.9 5.37
CHALET 336.15 336.75 330.9 333.5
JINDALSTEL 180.55 180.8 173.3 175.4
LAOPALA 192.7 195.1 186.15 187.2
VEDL 149 149 141.55 142.15
SUNPHARMA 450.7 462.5 448.45 452.65
BPCL 470 482.25 468.9 481.1
AXISBANK 740 746.45 735 737.1
ITC 234.65 235.85 230.5 230.75
AKZOINDIA 2033.7 2077.3 2033.3 2045.05
DLF 256 261.35 255.35 257.75
NIITTECH 1958.9 2032.9 1952.2 2008.55
SPARC 198.7 210.7 195.25 200.65
ASIANPAINT 1797 1797 1773.5 1778.7
RBLBANK 336.1 342.75 334.15 339.55
PEL 1705.95 1716.3 1669.15 1679.85
MANAPPURAM 186.9 190.25 178.45 188.6
DIXON 4340 4488 4340 4425.8
RPOWER 1.9 2.02 1.88 1.88
LT 1350.1 1355.4 1338.35 1347
L&TFH 119.8 120.6 117.85 119.25
JSWSTEEL 262.6 262.6 251.65 255.4
STAR 455 458.5 434.25 452.35
SIEMENS 1558.4 1567.4 1502.8 1506.5
BAJAJFINSV 9565.95 9710 9536.25 9635.3
ISEC 485.1 491.9 454 464.1
AUBANK 1023 1049 1004.25 1044.15
MGL 1185 1241.6 1184.7 1229.4
TORNTPHARM 2022 2022 1894.25 1913.25
M&M 579.5 589.85 568.7 572.65
MCX 1340.95 1386.05 1338 1380.1
AVANTI 692.4 705 661.5 669.15
ULTRACEMCO 4690 4694.9 4585.5 4608.65
CANBK 210.05 211.9 202.75 203.7
TITAN 1212.05 1222.45 1188.45 1194.75
KOTAKBANK 1618 1637.7 1611 1626.35
IGL 505 517.7 501.05 515
HEROMOTOCO 2456.35 2507.7 2442.6 2468.25
SAIL 48.8 49.05 46.7 47.05
ZEEL 279.95 281.5 271.9 272.5
DISHTV 13.86 15.18 13.84 14.76
IOC 118.3 119.55 116.4 117.95
HDFCLIFE 602 611.7 600 603.75
PIDILITIND 1479.9 1479.9 1452.2 1462.45
ESCORTS 732.25 744.65 720.3 727.55
AMBUJACEM 216 220.15 214.4 216.1
COALINDIA 195.75 195.75 188.55 189.1
BANKBARODA 92.65 93.6 92.2 93.3
PIIND 1558.85 1579.6 1554 1574.1
UPL 540 547.9 533.35 536.9
LICHSGFIN 452 461.4 448 457.45
NAVINFLUOR 1128 1219.85 1113.8 1205.75
INFRATEL 241.9 244.6 233 236.9
PAGEIND 26394.7 26536.4 25050 25145.7
HDFCAMC 3190 3220 3178.55 3192.95
RADICO 390 407.35 376.75 396.05
UJJIVAN 368 380.8 366 372.95
COLPAL 1485 1504.35 1462.55 1488.8
GRASIM 812.8 823.8 797.55 808.4
TATAGLOBAL 383.5 387.75 378.5 381
SPICEJET 101.5 102.5 99.05 99.75
FORCEMOT 1350 1366.75 1302.2 1318.35
M&MFIN 357.8 363.7 345.95 352.25
ASHOKLEY 85.7 86.85 84.3 84.6
ONGC 117.85 117.85 115.65 116.7
MOTHERSUMI 140.6 141.7 138.5 138.95
TATAELXSI 949 957.6 928 948.1
HINDUNILVR 2061 2065 2043.55 2060.7
PNBHOUSING 462 467.4 444.4 447.75
GODREJPROP 1067.2 1076.1 1052.9 1058.8
PFC 116.1 117.3 112 116.2
GUJGAS 305 307.9 286 291.3
JUBLFOOD 1824 1826.65 1744.3 1754.55
NAM-INDIA 368.25 372.65 360.15 361.85
BOMDYEING 92.9 93.9 89.5 90.85
NCC 58.35 59.1 56.85 57.25
PVR 1986 1986 1921 1934.65
IBREALEST 106.6 110.95 106.6 108.25
AUROPHARMA 514 515 501.25 503.9
EQUITAS 111.05 113.65 109.25 112
SRTRANSFIN 1080 1100 1057.45 1079.4
AMBER 1410 1486 1397.2 1467.55
HINDPETRO 243 245.1 241.45 242.25
HINDALCO 199.9 199.9 194.25 196
SRF 3685 3785.55 3685 3764.8
GODFRYPHLP 1459.9 1469.8 1351.5 1372.75
ADANIENT 234 234.5 229.15 229.75

BANDHANBNK 479.65 479.65 460.2 462.95
MRF 70399 70964.55 69372.4 69833.55
JUSTDIAL 601.5 607.35 586.5 590.65
EICHERMOT 21120.05 21186.35 20884.8 21077.6
APOLLOHOSP 1695.2 1704 1674.5 1678.35
RAJESHEXPO 723 727 715 718.2
NMDC 123 126.15 122.6 123.85
PNB 61.35 62.5 60.3 60.5
WELCORP 179.15 184.25 173.05 176.2
SUPREMEIND 1356 1360.65 1329.9 1350.8
BEL 101.65 102 99.4 100.1
NESTLEIND 15683.85 15695.8 15380.8 15413.55
ADANIGAS 176.1 176.2 168.35 170.25
GRAPHITE 310.25 312 303.15 304.75
NAUKRI 2713.1 2805.95 2713.1 2766.1
HCLTECH 605 606.7 593 602.1
CGCL 194.1 194.3 186.3 192.65
FEDERALBNK 96 96.2 94.7 95.25
ADANIPOWER 64.95 65.4 63.55 63.7
BATAINDIA 1850.4 1858 1829 1832.5
TATAMTRDVR 75.95 76.45 73.55 74.1
INFIBEAM 58.55 61.25 57.7 59.25
ADANIPORTS 381.05 381.15 370.25 372.9
LUPIN 758 758 745 747
IRCON 443.6 458.8 438.5 455.7
NBCC 37.25 37.5 36.45 36.6
MINDAIND 411.15 417.9 401.65 414.5
POWERGRID 193.9 193.9 189.15 190.45
DIVISLAB 1922 1951.2 1904.4 1946
RVNL 26.5 27.5 26.15 27.15
BIOCON 290 292.5 286.6 288.7
CIPLA 466 467.45 459.45 464.65
TECHM 791.3 796 785 794.15
BHEL 44.25 44.4 43.1 43.3
CUMMINSIND 599.9 614 583.45 588.7
MARICO 338 340.55 333.8 335.05
STRTECH 132.55 133.7 128.2 129.7
MFSL 516.6 517.1 506.05 512.25
DMART 1946.05 1958 1923.85 1929.3
UBL 1298.8 1299.95 1260.75 1277.35
HAVELLS 621.9 622.35 609 616.5
GAIL 127.6 127.6 125.3 126.15
HEG 1097.1 1103.85 1073 1079.55
APLLTD 615 639.9 614 631.7
GLENMARK 360 361 343 344.9
RECLTD 144 146.2 141.5 144.8
GNFC 209.05 213 201.55 205.45
BRITANNIA 3207.05 3210 3140 3180.25
BHARATFORG 510 513.55 494.4 499.3
VOLTAS 710 722.5 710 715.85
ACC 1553.5 1575.7 1535.45 1561
KRBL 282 306.9 275.25 297
RELCAPITAL 9.4 9.51 8.94 9.06
TVSMOTOR 479 479 452.9 461.7
WIPRO 247.45 247.45 241.95 244.05
EDELWEISS 102.6 102.7 96.55 99.2
ORIENTELEC 218 238 214.25 230.3
ASTRAL 1166 1249 1166 1229.1
POLYCAB 1008.8 1011 990 994.9
CASTROLIND 129.8 133.8 128.5 132.85
ADANIGREEN 192.3 196.4 185 187.45
DHANUKA 460 524.6 459.95 515.2
PHILIPCARB 141.4 141.4 135.85 136.7
CADILAHC 274.9 279 271.35 272.15
DELTACORP 189.05 189.05 185.1 186.05
SHREECEM 23498.6 23615 23334.5 23432.65
RAYMOND 667.85 670.6 651.4 655.35
CONCOR 576.8 579.75 569.9 571.15
ICICIPRULI 526 533.75 524.45 526.7
IRB 115.35 116.15 111.5 112.7
TORNTPOWER 324.9 329 320.95 324.85
NATIONALUM 45.95 45.95 44.7 44.95
TATAPOWER 60.6 61.75 60.3 60.7
DABUR 493.45 499.35 486.65 488.2
CHOLAFIN 333.15 335.9 324.2 325.75
JAICORPLTD 113.95 113.95 108.65 109.2
ATUL 4937 5030.95 4785 4895.95
IDFCFIRSTB 43.9 44 43.1 43.3
ITI 88.4 88.5 81.8 83.25
BEML 995.5 1006 981.6 988.25
SBILIFE 998.7 1006.6 976 983.1
ABCAPITAL 105.3 105.3 101.6 102.85
BERGEPAINT 563.45 567.55 556.05 560.8

ALLCARGO 121.3 122.7 116.3 117.05
SUNTV 495.9 499.8 488.05 493
CANFINHOME 482.45 482.45 467.25 473.6
LTTS 1740 1766 1671.75 1690.55
RAIN 120 120.25 114.1 115.45
RELINFRA 20.5 21.9 20.2 21.9
TATACOFFEE 104.4 104.4 98.15 99.1
INDIACEM 89 89 86 86.35
BAJAJ-AUTO 3084.1 3108 3049.3 3061.35
LALPATHLAB 1765.3 1795 1748 1768.05
DEEPAKNI 404.9 410 395.2 400.35
VRLLOG 280.15 292.7 280.15 288.65
AEGISLOG 215.9 216.75 207 208.5
JUBILANT 615 622.1 590.8 599.1
PFIZER 4398 4410 4289.85 4316.85
COROMANDEL 607 622.7 607 614.7
RALLIS 233 234.5 226.3 230.7
TRENT 576.4 595.15 568.3 589.6
APLAPOLLO 2082.5 2100 2034 2044.35
NOCIL 120 120 115.4 116.4
SOUTHBANK 11.09 11.09 10.81 10.87
HEXAWARE 352.1 357.8 346 351.9
VINATIORGA 2309.9 2340 2259.9 2287.25
INTELLECT 170.4 177.9 169.95 170.5
PETRONET 274 275.35 271.1 273.4
LAXMIMACH 3450 3488.4 3352.05 3363.1
CARERATING 669.45 674 663 666.35
APOLLOTYRE 175.65 177.1 172.85 173.85
OMAXE 179.95 179.95 154.6 155.15
TATACHEM 748.15 756.55 746.3 749
HINDZINC 203.05 203.1 197.35 198.8
KEI 560.5 579 560.5 576.7
BALKRISIND 1075 1092.05 1071.25 1082.95
GALAXYSURF 1501 1600 1501 1574.75
JINDALSAW 96.3 96.35 92.25 93.25
HFCL 17.05 17.2 16.85 16.95
ASTRAZEN 2560.6 2696.35 2560.6 2623.3
DCBBANK 182.85 183 177.3 177.8
GMRINFRA 24 24.1 23.55 23.6
GSFC 95.75 97.7 91.2 91.65
VENKYS 1743.05 1755 1706.25 1716
GODREJCP 733.55 741.1 728 735.7
JKLAKSHMI 379.4 387.55 359.55 370.55
SWANENERGY 122 122 115.2 117
CENTRALBK 20.15 20.5 18.7 19.35
IPCALAB 1231 1252 1225 1243.05
SUNTECK 404.8 404.8 399.15 402.75
BBTC 1193.6 1208.7 1161 1168.9
INDIANB 106.35 106.95 103.2 103.6
MINDTREE 890 893.75 874.65 875.8
PRESTIGE 395 396.25 378.9 384.1
MEGH 66.15 66.8 62.3 63.15
GRANULES 152.55 154.45 149 152.15
BALRAMCHIN 172.8 175.45 166.6 167.45
FORTIS 158 158 153.1 155.3
GLAXO 1669.75 1714 1669.75 1687.8
QUESS 606.95 615 588.8 596.95
RCF 57.75 58 55.7 56.05
HUDCO 44.1 44.6 42.7 43.05
INDHOTEL 143.5 143.9 139.3 140
VIPIND 464 472.95 460.85 468.55
DEEPAKFERT 123.6 123.6 116 116.65
CHAMBLFERT 181.5 182.45 174.2 178.3
BANKINDIA 67 67.3 65.9 66.4
MUTHOOTFIN 751 760.65 747.2 757.15
EXIDEIND 202.5 205.1 200.8 202.85
METROPOLIS 1655 1690.5 1637 1664.95
WESTLIFE 441.65 445.7 430.7 435.85
SCI 61.5 61.9 60.35 60.5
GODREJAGRO 595 597.95 567.5 572.7
JKTYRE 83.7 83.7 81.65 82.8
HINDCOPPER 44.7 45.25 43.3 43.9
ICICIGI 1349 1356.5 1325.5 1338.45
FRETAIL 331.2 342.05 329.2 333.35
TCIEXP 850.55 860 820.35 831.4
KTKBANK 75.45 77.45 74.75 75.65
RITES 319.55 321.6 314.4 315.5
FINEORG 2222 2338.9 2222 2299.3
ADANITRANS 331.2 331.6 320.9 323.85
VBL 845.25 847.95 811 833.2
BOSCHLTD 14900 15012.95 14650 14694.05
PTC 61.05 61.2 59.4 59.75
OIL 141.5 141.55 137.85 138.15
SUDARSCHEM 479 483 473 476.25
MAHLIFE 381 399.4 381 397.45
NHPC 27.35 28.1 27.1 27.35
CROMPTON 262.2 263.8 256.5 258.7
JMFINANCIL 104.2 105.9 102.3 105.5
RELAXO 724.25 724.25 710 715.25
ASHOKA 117 117.65 112.7 113.6
WHIRLPOOL 2468.55 2485.8 2425.1 2437.3
JKCEMENT 1392.25 1406.6 1372 1385.5
SUZLON 2.4 2.4 2.36 2.4
WABAG 220.7 221.5 212.7 214.35
HSCL 70.9 70.9 67.2 67.75
MPHASIS 900 927.6 893.8 925.3
TIMKEN 995.85 1028 980.4 990
CESC 750.65 750.65 730.5 733
OBEROIRLTY 558.45 559 550.1 552.75
AMARAJABAT 803.3 805.15 783.85 790.55
TEAMLEASE 2690 2743.2 2526.65 2582.85
RAMCOCEM 861.9 869.6 846.55 850.25
LINDEINDIA 719.15 736 718 731.5
PCJEWELLER 23 23.25 22.7 22.85
GHCL 196.4 199 191.4 192.7
MOTILALOFS 820 820 809 814.3
EMAMILTD 326.2 327.8 316 317.55
IEX 172.95 172.95 167.65 170.7
CEATLTD 1010 1010 993.35 999.4

NIACL 165.25 165.8 160 160.7
DBL 413 414.2 400 402.25
CREDITACC 859.4 871.8 849.75 855.95
THERMAX 1100.25 1105 1065.55 1067.6
BLUESTARCO 842.5 865.8 840.3 850.05
KEC 339.4 341.55 334.1 338.25
SCHNEIDER 86.15 87.6 83.95 84.25
GSPL 258.85 263 257.35 262.4
ALKEM 2366.35 2380.05 2312.5 2323.7
MIDHANI 168.2 168.85 164.95 165.55
DHFL 15.5 15.5 15.05 15.05
RESPONIND 92.05 92.7 90.7 91.8
ASTERDM 167.5 171.9 163.15 163.6
UNIONBANK 51.5 52.1 51.05 51.45
HEIDELBERG 204 205 198.6 199.95
KANSAINER 520 521.95 510.1 511.1
GICRE 261.4 263.4 258 259.8
BIRLACORPN 759.5 765.55 723.8 730.55
WELSPUNIND 47.5 47.8 45.7 46
TV18BRDCST 26.35 26.5 25.6 25.7
CUB 237.1 243.4 236.8 242.75
IIFL 171.6 173.45 162.3 164.3
THYROCARE 570.2 578.9 564.75 575.5
SYNGENE 312 319.05 310.6 312.3
ABFRL 234.9 235 227.5 228.95
AJANTPHARM 1175 1188.7 1154.5 1161.75
TRIDENT 7.14 7.14 7.02 7.04
JBCHEPHARM 499 503 488.1 501.55
LAURUSLABS 427.5 433.6 424 426
IBULISL 120.85 126.25 120 121.1
NATCOPHARM 655.2 661.65 637.9 645.65
SONATSOFTW 352 354 346.75 350.7
JSLHISAR 78.3 79 76.7 77.1
JSWENERGY 68.4 68.4 66.55 67
ADVENZYMES 177.45 178.25 173 173.3
IDBI 35.65 35.65 34.55 34.7
DCAL* 83.65 85.3 82.25 83.9
WABCOINDIA 6700 6780 6572.15 6728.9
PRSMJOHNSN 73.35 74.5 69.7 70.85
LTI 1955 1955 1925.2 1946.45
TNPL 194.5 196.15 186 189.6
JAGRAN* 69.5 70 67 69.75
MAHLOG 424 434.8 415 418.1
GRINDWELL 651.9 668.8 646.3 649.2
GICHSGFIN 155 156.05 151 152.55
MAXINDIA 92.1 92.4 87.1 88.9
GREAVESCOT 141.65 141.7 138 138.2
KNRCON 292 295.5 285.9 292.2
PGHL 4402.95 4463 4402.95 4430.55
IDFC 37.4 37.4 36.6 36.95
PARAGMILK 147.45 147.45 142.95 143.3
COCHINSHIP 391.9 394.75 389 389.45
JSL 43.8 44.65 42.15 42.5
BLISSGVS 148.9 148.9 140.9 142.4
INOXLEISUR 412 412.05 401 404.9
INDOSTAR 272 278.95 266.6 274.15
CENTURYPLY 172.2 173.35 169.5 170.65
SHANKARA 404.7 411.2 391.05 392.95
ENGINERSIN 99.8 100.2 98.25 98.7
DCMSHRIRAM 388 394.55 381.5 385.7
GESHIP 324.8 329.55 319.35 320.5
FSL 43.05 43.05 42.15 42.35
BAYERCROP 4147 4215.7 4067 4081
SYMPHONY 1276 1284 1258 1274.25
HIMATSEIDE 133.65 134.5 127.7 128.4
INOXWIND 41.8 46.05 41.3 42.1
ORIENTBANK 53.75 53.8 51.9 52.15
MRPL 48.1 48.3 46.05 46.25
ABBOTINDIA 12700 12732.9 12627.05 12644.7
JISLJALEQS 8.29 8.44 7.91 8.06

MOIL 152 152 147.8 148.8
CHENNPETRO 142.6 142.8 136.35 137.45
ITDC 304 304.75 294.2 297.8
J&KBANK 28.4 28.45 27.15 27.45
FCONSUMER 23.95 24.6 23.75 24.1
MAHSCOOTER 4280 4280 4237.6 4255.4
GET&D 161.85 163.2 156.1 156.8
JAMNAAUTO 44.25 45 43.7 43.85
MASFIN 917.5 935 907 913.1
BAJAJHLDNG 3320 3337.2 3260.45 3269.15
IFCI 6.47 6.52 6.41 6.43
NESCO 736.75 745.75 727.8 736.7
SOLARINDS 1181 1239.8 1181 1225.3
MMTC 21.7 21.95 20.95 21.1
ZENSARTECH 177.45 178.1 172.9 173.85
JCHAC 2442.7 2480 2320.5 2356.55
PHOENIXLTD 810 845 805.6 835.85
EIDPARRY 227 231.45 222.2 224.85
GARFIBRES 1533.8 1558.75 1430 1447.8
DALBHARAT 866 866 852.8 860.05
REPCOHOME 329.55 332 328.35 330.1
MAHINDCIE 175 176 171.1 174.7

BAJAJCON 230 231.3 228 228.55
BASF 1014.5 1026.95 1005.3 1008.85
BAJAJELEC 381.1 385.55 379.5 383.45
AIAENG 1727.3 1741.35 1703.35 1726.9
ENDURANCE 1198.6 1198.6 1143.1 1157.8
BRIGADE 227.45 234 223.95 230.15
CAPPL 289.45 294.8 289 289.45
NLCINDIA 59.05 60.05 58.55 59.05
GUJALKALI 420.35 423.9 406.4 407.25
UFLEX 218.05 219.6 212.5 213.75
AAVAS 1947 1947 1927 1943.2
KAJARIACER 590 590 569.15 572.65
TATAMETALI 633.65 633.85 616.15 619.55
EIHOTEL 150.1 151.1 146.55 146.9
CRISIL 1796.2 1799.25 1722.85 1740.4
SYNDIBANK 27.15 27.3 26.2 26.3
SJVN 26.4 26.4 25.75 25.8
FDC 230.4 231.15 224 227.15
VGUARD 229.75 229.95 225 226.25
NBVENTURES 87.8 88 84.1 84.6
MAGMA 61 62.15 59.3 60.45
ESSELPRO 186.7 188 177.4 179
BALMLAWRIE 124.75 124.95 123 123.35
BDL 300 300 294.9 295.15
GODREJIND 438 439 423 426.85
LUXIND 1474.45 1480 1443 1452.75
FINOLEXIND 560 565 555.3 562.55
PNCINFRA 194 197.9 193.5 194.5
GDL 137.7 141 137 138.95
CYIENT 493.45 495 491 492.15
IFBIND 667 667.35 653.4 660.65
BLUEDART 2743 2755.6 2601 2632.95
TAKE 103.1 103.1 98.4 98.7
SOBHA 441.05 441.8 439.45 440.05
TEJASNET 84.9 88.1 84.7 85.1
LEMONTREE 53.5 53.7 53.1 53.45
SUNDRMFAST 517.85 519.2 510 515.35
VMART 1963 1973.65 1922.4 1937.5
PERSISTENT 732.15 733 711.65 721
KALPATPOWR 451.05 458.15 448.1 451.3
ZYDUSWELL 1565.85 1584 1522 1536.15
HONAUT 27447.6 27850 27447.6 27770.2
CERA 2670 2689.45 2660 2680.7
JYOTHYLAB 159.85 162.2 158 159.5
ERIS 508 508 501.35 503.5
SHOPERSTOP 418 434.7 413.8 420.65
TATAINVEST 885 886.5 869.8 871.3
UNITEDBNK 8.96 9.04 8.86 8.98
GMDCLTD 66.75 66.75 63.7 64
SANOFI 6740 6744.75 6718 6722.7
GILLETTE 6306.45 6306.45 6268 6279.55
3MINDIA 22353.6 22499.9 22265 22387.9
REDINGTON 115.6 117 114.95 115.3
FINCABLES 418 418 410.15 414.45
ARVINDFASN 402.85 402.85 380 391.6
NILKAMAL 1461.25 1461.25 1440 1442.65
SADBHAV 132.95 133.65 126.4 128.7
RATNAMANI 1207.6 1220.5 1181.55 1211.65
SUPRAJIT 204.25 204.75 202 203.8
HAL 836.6 848.25 830 831.65
OFSS 2950 2954.1 2900.95 2911.75
CARBORUNIV 347.95 350 343.45 346.2
HERITGFOOD 368.9 374.2 366.45 370.05
GSKCONS 8830 8940 8830 8908.65
TIINDIA 527.3 530 506.55 514.75
SOMANYCERA 221.5 221.5 209.5 211.6
LAKSHVILAS 16.05 16.05 15.55 15.55
GPPL 89.3 90.95 88.5 89.95
HATHWAY 20.4 20.4 19.3 19.8
VARROC 495.3 498.15 485 486.4
ALBK 18.5 18.65 18.35 18.4
UCOBANK 16 16.1 15.7 15.8
PGHH 11197.1 11243.25 11100 11135.95
VSTIND 4527.1 4550 4486.35 4545.2
DBCORP 141 141.45 139 139.6
TVSSRICHAK 1760 1763.55 1713.6 1716.15
SIS 525 531.5 516 520.6
VAIBHAVGBL 1010 1010 990.75 999.2
ITDCEM 61.35 62.7 61.35 62
TVTODAY 269.9 269.9 246 247.55
TIMETECHNO 57.55 57.9 56.4 56.75
ECLERX 673.6 679 664.5 668.9
ANDHRABANK 16.8 17 16.75 16.75
TTKPRESTIG 6032.4 6099 6022 6026.3
MAHSEAMLES 404.6 405 393 393.95
CORPBANK 24.95 24.95 23.5 23.6
GEPIL 681.1 698 676 695.2
ORIENTCEM 83.95 84.5 83.15 84.15
NETWORK18 27.45 27.45 26.7 26.75
MINDACORP 105.8 106 103.6 104
GULFOILLUB 821.55 825.6 816.8 823.4
IOB 11 11 10.56 10.63
SHILPAMED 273 283.7 268.2 270.65
MAHABANK 13.5 13.5 12.95 13.01
MHRIL 235.15 238.6 233.85 237
KPITTECH 102.05 103 98.55 98.7
KPRMILL 703.3 704.2 689.4 694
TCNSBRANDS 595 598.9 590 595.3
STARCEMENT 88.9 89.3 87.9 87.95
CENTRUM 22.9 23.4 22.25 22.35
SKFINDIA 2207.65 2217.5 2169.35 2174.85
CHOLAHLDNG 559 560 550.6 552.9
VTL 1044 1050 1034.1 1045.25
SHK 112.45 113.35 111 111.95
GAYAPROJ 62.9 62.9 62.9 62.9
SHRIRAMCIT 1373.8 1373.8 1368 1368.1
SCHAEFFLER 4565 4565 4565 4565
FLFL 412 412 406.85 409.1
SFL 1502 1504.95 1438.1 1480.7
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SCRIP OPEN HIgh LOW LTP CHANGE
NIFTY 50 12,148.10 12,163.55 12,024.50 12,055.80 -63.2
BPCL 469.1 482.25 467.6 479.4 11.65
HDFC 2,413.00 2,471.70 2,410.00 2,433.40 37.6
BAJFINANCE 4,150.15 4,249.00 4,150.15 4,215.95 51.6
SUNPHARMA 448.25 462.5 448.05 452.9 4.5
BAJAJFINSV 9,557.60 9,710.00 9,530.00 9,646.00 88.4
HDFCBANK 1,218.80 1,227.80 1,213.25 1,223.10 9.9
TCS 2,174.00 2,187.80 2,152.00 2,183.80 14.55
IOC 118.15 119.6 116.35 117.95 0.5
TECHM 792.5 795.75 784.6 794.7 3.2
KOTAKBANK 1,620.00 1,638.00 1,610.25 1,624.00 5.65
HEROMOTOCO2,456.75 2,508.95 2,440.00 2,462.50 6.75
BRITANNIA 3,182.90 3,209.90 3,136.50 3,181.00 6.8
SBIN 317.95 320 311.05 316.4 0.2
CIPLA 465 468 458.95 464.45 0
INFY 781 781.8 772 778 -0.1
EICHERMOT 21,227.00 21,227.00 20,875.00 21,086.65 -8.55
UPL 538.25 548 533.2 537 -0.25
HINDUNILVR 2,062.00 2,065.00 2,042.70 2,060.00 -1.35
DRREDDY 3,190.00 3,249.95 3,157.75 3,183.00 -5.75
HCLTECH 607.3 607.35 592.6 602.85 -1.5
LT 1,350.90 1,355.00 1,338.00 1,345.00 -3.6
GRASIM 817.5 823.85 797.25 810 -3.1
ONGC 117.55 117.7 115.6 116.75 -0.5
ASIANPAINT 1,794.00 1,794.00 1,773.00 1,780.00 -8.35
WIPRO 245.9 246.1 241.8 244 -1.35
GAIL 127 127.45 125.2 126 -0.75
AXISBANK 738.4 746.5 735 735.4 -4.85
M&M 581.25 589.75 568.5 573.75 -4.55
NTPC 113.75 113.75 110.9 112.05 -1.1
HINDALCO 199.4 199.4 194.2 196.2 -2.05
BAJAJ-AUTO 3,089.80 3,109.60 3,048.00 3,050.40 -32.2
INDUSINDBK 1,281.00 1,284.90 1,240.25 1,258.00 -13.2
ULTRACEMCO 4,670.00 4,715.80 4,584.50 4,626.05 -50.9
INFRATEL 242 243.95 232.65 239 -2.85
TITAN 1,215.00 1,223.50 1,188.30 1,198.50 -15.3
POWERGRID 193 193 189.1 190.2 -2.8
ITC 234.75 235.9 230.5 231 -3.6
NESTLEIND 15,664.00 15,710.00 15,366.80 15,425.00 -241.05
ICICIBANK 538.1 540.6 524.45 528 -9.25
ADANIPORTS 380.7 381.5 370.2 373.75 -7.5
COALINDIA 193.9 194.25 188.4 189.5 -3.85
MARUTI 7,179.95 7,219.95 6,963.00 6,999.00 -149.8
YESBANK 42.5 43.3 41.25 41.5 -0.9
RELIANCE 1,508.60 1,510.00 1,463.60 1,473.50 -33.05
ZEEL 278.9 281.65 271.75 272.7 -6.25
JSWSTEEL 260.8 261.75 251.6 255.3 -7.5
TATASTEEL 460 462 442 448.9 -13.55
TATAMOTORS 183.9 184.3 174.9 176.4 -5.8
BHARTIARTL 514.35 514.4 486.1 491.9 -22.5
VEDL 147.75 147.75 141.55 142.1 -6.75
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SCRIP OPEN HIgh LOW LTP CHANGE
NIFTY NEXT 50 29,034.75 29,144.10 28,846.95 28,888.75 -72
MCDOWELL-N 599 663.3 593 653.9 78.2
DIVISLAB 1,918.35 1,951.80 1,903.15 1,945.00 26.65
BANKBARODA 92.65 93.75 92.25 93.55 1.2
ACC 1,554.90 1,576.55 1,534.00 1,559.95 11.1
UBL 1,267.50 1,300.50 1,262.00 1,270.05 8.8
HDFCLIFE 601 611.9 599 603.25 3.55
HINDPETRO 242 245.2 241.2 242.15 1.15
PFC 116.3 117.4 111.9 116.3 0.45
PETRONET 272.3 275.5 270.95 273.3 1
CONCOR 574.85 579.9 569 572 1.8
DLF 256 261.25 255.3 257.9 0.8
AMBUJACEM 215.8 220.25 214.05 216.15 0.6
GICRE 260.15 263.5 257.3 260.5 0.7
HDFCAMC 3,190.00 3,219.80 3,178.00 3,185.00 5.45
GODREJCP 735.5 741.6 727.4 738 0.25
ICICIPRULI 527.9 533.9 524.3 526.2 -0.05
L&TFH 118.8 120.6 117.75 119 -0.05
SRTRANSFIN 1,080.00 1,099.90 1,056.80 1,079.50 -0.55
COLPAL 1,485.00 1,496.90 1,465.00 1,480.00 -2.8
CADILAHC 274.75 279 271.3 272.75 -0.6
SHREECEM 23,560.00 23,990.00 23,363.05 23,539.10 -59.35
BERGEPAINT 563.45 567.7 556.05 558.6 -2.05
ICICIGI 1,343.95 1,357.50 1,324.00 1,331.90 -6.9
BIOCON 290.1 292.5 286.25 288.5 -1.6
DABUR 493.25 499.2 486.75 489.9 -3.3
IBULHSGFIN 325 331.2 317.6 320.65 -2.3
SBILIFE 993 1,007.00 975.75 985 -7.15
PGHH 11,274.95 11,274.95 11,080.00 11,080.00 -81.9
BAJAJHLDNG 3,308.00 3,358.20 3,260.00 3,277.30 -25.3
PEL 1,704.00 1,720.00 1,669.15 1,683.00 -13.65
MOTHERSUMI 140.95 141.75 138.3 139.55 -1.15
NMDC 123.9 126.2 122.5 123.4 -1.05
HAVELLS 622.15 625 609 616.9 -5.25
LUPIN 755 756.7 745.1 745.45 -6.45
PIDILITIND 1,474.00 1,479.10 1,452.10 1,463.00 -13.7
ASHOKLEY 85.9 86.85 84.25 84.6 -0.8
MARICO 338.95 340.55 333.8 335.2 -3.2
HINDZINC 201.15 203.4 197.25 199.05 -1.95
DMART 1,944.70 1,958.00 1,922.20 1,931.00 -20.5
PNB 61.5 61.8 60.25 60.6 -0.75
NHPC 27.6 28.15 27.1 27.4 -0.35
BOSCHLTD 14,893.00 15,050.00 14,650.15 14,682.10 -199.75
OFSS 2,940.00 2,961.35 2,902.00 2,915.00 -39.95
AUROPHARMA 512.4 515.9 501.5 501.5 -9.5
NIACL 165.5 166.15 160.1 161.3 -3.2
BANDHANBNK 475 477 460 460.6 -14
INDIGO 1,515.00 1,541.00 1,443.70 1,448.30 -47.45
SIEMENS 1,558.60 1,575.45 1,501.05 1,502.30 -54.8
PAGEIND 26,440.00 26,564.90 25,070.00 25,173.35 -1,133.80
IDEA 5.85 5.9 4.7 5.35 -0.45
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Wuhan: President Xi Jinping
said on Tuesday that China was
in a struggle against a “demon”
epidemic, as the death toll
from the new SARS-like virus
soared to 106 and the first cases
of human-to-human conta-
gion were detected abroad.

Xi made his remarks dur-
ing talks with head of the
World Health Organisation in
Beijing as a host of nations pre-
pared to airlift their citizens
from Wuhan, the epicentre of
the outbreak.

“Chinese people are cur-
rently engaged in a serious
struggle against an epidemic of
a new type of coronavirus
infection,” Xi told WHO chief
Tedros Adhanom Ghebreyesus.

“The epidemic is a demon,
and we cannot let this demon
hide,” the Chinese leader said,
pledging that the government
would be transparent and
release information on the
virus in a “timely” manner.

His comments came after
anger simmered on Chinese
social media over the han-
dling of the health emergency
by local officials in central
Hubei province, where the dis-
ease first emerged in
December.

Some experts have praised
Beijing for being more reactive
and open about this virus com-
pared to its handling of the
Severe Acute Respiratory
Syndrome (SARS) epidemic

of 2002-2003.
But others say local cadres

had earlier been more focused
on projecting stability than
responding to the outbreak
when it began to spread earli-
er this month.

Since then, the number of
cases has soared — doubling to
more than 4,500 in the past 24
hours.

WHO chief Tedros praised
China’s response to the crisis
during a meeting with Foreign
Minister Wang Yi, according to
state news agency Xinhua.

The WHO last week
stopped short of declaring the
outbreak a global emergency,
which could have prompted a
more aggressive international
response such as travel restric-
tions.

But global concern has
been growing, with Japan and

Germany on Tuesday reporting
the first human-to-human

infections outside China.
Until now, all cases in more

than a dozen countries
involved people who had been
in or around Wuhan.

In Japan, a man in his six-
ties contracted the virus appar-
ently after driving two groups
of tourists from the city earli-
er in January, the health min-
istry said. He was hospitalised
with flu-like symptoms on
Saturday.

On the other side of the
world, a 33-year-old German
man caught the disease off a
Chinese colleague from
Shanghai who visited Germany
last week, according to health

officials. The development
came after countries including
Sri Lanka, Malaysia and the
Philippines announced tighter
visa restrictions for people
coming from China.

Experts believe the virus
came from a wild animal mar-
ket in Wuhan and then jumped
to humans, with Chinese health
officials saying on Tuesday
that people infect each other
through sneezing or coughing,
and possibly through contact.

Authorities initially sealed
off Wuhan and other cities in
Hubei province late last week,
trapping more than 50 million
people.  AFP
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Tokyo: Japan sent a first plane
to the Chinese city of Wuhan
on Tuesday night to evacuate
citizens from the epicentre of a
deadly virus outbreak, a foreign
ministry official said.

The plane left around 8:00
pm (1100 GMT), the official
confirmed and was expected to
return to Tokyo on Wednesday
morning carrying several hun-
dred Japanese nationals.

Foreign Minister
Toshimitsu Motegi earlier
announced the plans, saying
efforts were being made to
arrange additional evacuation
flights.

“We will also bring with it
aid supplies such as masks and
protective suits for Chinese
people as well as for Japanese
nationals,” he said.

Around 200 people are
expected to be on board the
first flight, of around 650
Japanese nationals in the area
who have expressed an interest
in being repatriated.

Health officials will be
aboard the plane to monitor
passengers during the return
flight but there are no plans to
quarantine those arriving from
Wuhan.

“We will send around four

people per plane — a medical
doctor, a quarantine officer, a
nurse and so on. We will carry
out a quarantine on board on
their way back,” a health min-
istry official told AFP.

She said passengers will be
required to fill out medical
questionnaires and submit con-
tact numbers.

A second official from the
ministry added that passengers
with a high fever could be pre-
vented from boarding, and
that anyone developing symp-
toms during the flight would be
sent to hospital immediately on
arrival in Japan. AFP
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Beijing: Hong Kong’s leader
has announced that all rail links
to mainland China will be cut
starting Friday as fears grow
about the spread of a new virus.
Chief Executive Carrie Lam
said Tuesday that both the high-
speed rail station and the regu-
lar train station would be closed.

China’s death toll from a
new viral disease that is causing
mounting global concern rose by
25 to at least 106 on Tuesday as
the United States and other gov-
ernments prepared to fly their
citizens out of the locked-down
city at center of the outbreak.

The total includes the first
death in Beijing, the Chinese
capital, and 24 more fatalities in
Hubei province, where the first
illnesses from the newly identi-
fied coronavirus occurred in
December. Asian stock markets
tumbled for a second day,
dragged down by worries about
the virus’s global economic
impact. The U.S. Consulate in
the central Chinese city of
Wuhan, where authorities cut off
most access Jan. 22 in an effort
to contain the disease, was
preparing to fly its diplomats and
some other Americans out of the
city on Wednesday. AFP
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Washington: Businesses
around the world that have
grown increasingly reliant on
big-spending tourists from
China are taking a heavy hit,
with tens of millions of
Chinese residents restricted
from leaving their country as
the coronavirus spreads.

Hotels, airlines, casinos
and cruise operators were
among the industries suffering
the most immediate reper-
cussions, especially with the
outbreak occurring during
the Lunar New Year, one of the
biggest travel season in Asia.

What happens in China
means a lot more to the world
economy than it did when the
SARS outbreak struck nearly
two decades ago. In 2003,
China accounted for 4.3% of
world economic output. Last
year, it accounted for 16.3%,
according to the International
Monetary Fund.

Tourism from China was
already down before the virus
hit due in part to the Hong
Kong protests and the trade
dispute between Beijing and
Washington. AP
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Islamabad/Beijing: Over
2,000 Pakistani students stuck
in the Chinese city of Wuhan,
the epicenter of the coron-
avirus, have appealed to the
Imran Khan Government to
rescue them immediately,
according to a media report.

Wuhan has been under a
virtual lockdown for days,
with transport suspended and
citizens told to stay home as
the death toll from the viral
epidemic that originated in
the city soared to 106 on
Tuesday morning and the
the confirmed cases of pneu-
monia caused by the outbreak
touched 4,515.

Hafsah Tayab, one of the
students stuck in the city of
Wuhan, said that other coun-
tries are planning to get their
citizens out of the city through
special flights. “Embassies of
other countries (excluding
Pakistan) are rescuing their
citizens. There are over 500
Pakistani students in Wuhan.
If even one of them gets
affected, the others will be in
danger,” she told Geo News on
Monday. PTI
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Washington: US President
Donald Trump on Tuesday
said Jerusalem "will remain
Israel's undivided capital" as he
unveiled his Middle East plan
aimed at solving the Israeli-
Palestinian conflict.

Unveiling his administra-
tion's Middle East peace plan
alongside Israeli Prime
Minister Benjamin Netanyahu
at the White House, Trump
said Israel has taken a "giant
step" towards peace.

He said that under his
vision, Jerusalem "will remain
Israel's undivided, very impor-
tant capital."

"My vision presents a real-
istic two-state solution," he
said and proposed a Palestinian
capital in east Jerusalem.

Describing the plan as deal

of the century, Trump said,
"this could be the last oppor-
tunity they (Palestinians) will
ever have." 

"Palestinians deserve a far
better life," Trump said.

Trump, whose impeach-
ment trial in the Senate is
entering a critical phase, said
his plan was getting wide-
spread support from “many of
the Arab nations” and claimed
that even Palestinians would
come round to the idea.

“It’s very good for them, in
fact it’s overly good for them,”
Trump told reporters. “We
think we will have ultimately
the support of the Palestinians.” 

Netanyahu, praising
Trump as “the greatest friend
that Israel’s had in the White
House,” described the peace

plan as “the deal of the centu-
ry.” 

Netanyahu faces corrup-
tion charges, as well as a tense
election in just over a month
where his right-wing Likud is
neck-and-neck with Benny
Gantz’s centrist Blue and White
party.

On Monday, Trump also
met separately with Gantz, but
the limelight fell almost entire-
ly on the incumbent Prime
Minister — as will any politi-
cal dividends from a peace plan
favoring Israel.

No Palestinians have been
invited to the White House
event. They say they were
never included in crafting the
plan, which was overseen by
Trump son-in-law Jared
Kushner.  AFP
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Ramallah: Palestinians
launched protests on Tuesday
against US President Donald
Trump’s Middle East peace plan,
hours before it was to be
unveiled in Washington.

Thousands demonstrated
in Gaza, burning pictures of
Trump and the American flag,
while further rallies were
planned for the coming days.

Details of the initiative
remained under wraps, but the
Palestinians fear it will heavily
favour Israel, whose Prime
Minister Benjamin Netanyahu
was to attend the White House
event.

Jewish settlers, for their
part, also raised concern, fear-
ing the initiative would support
the formation of a Palestinian
state.

In a rare event, rival

Palestinian factions Hamas and
Fatah were set to meet in the
West Bank city of Ramallah to
discuss a response to Trump.

“We invited the Hamas
movement to attend the emer-
gency meeting of the leadership
and they will take part,” said
senior Fatah official Azzam al-
Ahmed. The Islamist rulers of
Gaza have been at odds with
Palestinian president Mahmud
Abbas’s Fatah movement for
years, with Hamas rarely taking
part in meetings of the West
Bank-based Palestinian leader-
ship. Trump was due to release
his plan, in preparation since
2017, at the White House
together with his close ally
Netanyahu, who is battling cor-
ruption charges which he denies
and campaigning for March 2
elections. AFP
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Washington: President Donald
Trump’s legal team is raising a
broad-based attack on the
impeachment case against him
even as it mostly brushes past
allegations in a new book
that could undercut a key
defense argument at his Senate
trial.

Former national security
adviser John Bolton writes in a
manuscript that Trump want-
ed to withhold military aid
from Ukraine until it commit-
ted to helping with investiga-
tions into Democratic rival
Joe Biden. That assertion mat-
ters because Trump and his
lawyers have repeatedly insist-
ed that he never tied the sus-

pension of security aid to polit-
ical investigations. The revela-
tion clouded White House
hopes for a swift end to the
impeachment trial, as
Democrats demanded wit-
nesses and some Republicans
expressed openness to the idea.
It also distracted from hours of
arguments Monday from
Trump’s lawyers, who declared
anew that no witness has tes-
tified to direct knowledge that
Trump’s delivery of aid was
contingent on investigations
into Democrats. Bolton
appeared poised to say exact-
ly that if summoned by the
Senate. AP
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Geneva: Violence in Sudan’s
West Darfur region has forced
57,000 people to flee their homes
over the past month, including
11,000 who have crossed into
Chad, the UN refugee agency
said Tuesday. In Chad, UNHCR
spokesman Babar Baloch said
the refugees were scattered in
several villages along the border.
“The conditions are dire. Most
are staying in the open or under
makeshift shelters, with little
protection from the elements.
Food and water are urgently
needed,” he said. Baloch said that
UNHCR and other organisations
were providing some humani-
tarian assistance but added: “The
rate of refugee arrivals risks out-
pacing our capacity”. UNHCR
estimates that the number of
refugees fleeing to Chad from
West Darfur “could reach 30,000
in the coming weeks as tensions
persist,” he said. AFP
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Kabul: American warplanes
dropped more bombs on
Afghanistan in 2019 than at
any other time in at least a
decade, according to the US
Air Force, as Washington
intensified attacks in the
country amid withdrawal talks
with the Taliban.

In 2019 alone, the US
dropped 7,423 separate muni-
tions on targets in
Afghanistan, where the US has
been enmeshed in fighting
several militant groups since
it invaded the country fol-
lowing the September 11,
2001 attacks.

The figure -- published
online by US Air Forces
Central Command -- repre-
sents a dramatic surge in
bombings in Afghanistan
compared to the peak of
President Barack Obama’s
“surge” in 2009, when 4,147
bombs were dropped.

Since President Donald
Trump was elected in 2016 the
US has ramped up bombing
runs over Afghanistan as the

White House removed earlier
restrictions that provided
greater oversight over air raids
aimed at preventing civilian
casualties.

The UN and rights groups
have repeatedly voiced con-
cerns that the increase in air
strikes across the country by
US and Afghan forces have
resulted in a major upswing in
civilian casualties.

During the first half of
2019 pro-government forces,
including the US, killed 717
civilians, an increase of 31
percent from a year earlier, the
UN reported last year.

Most of the deaths came
from US and Afghan air
strikes, often in support of
national forces on the ground,
the report said.

The increase in bomb-
ings comes as Washington
and the Taliban continue to
wrangle over a possible agree-
ment that would see US
troops begin to leave
Afghanistan in return for
security guarantees. AFP
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Qatar’s ruler appointed a
trusted adviser as

Prime Minister on Tuesday,
the Government said,
replacing a veteran regime
insider who had spear-
headed diplomatic efforts to
end a regional embargo on
Doha.

New Prime Minister
Sheikh Khalid bin Khalifa
bin Abdulaziz Al-Thani
previously headed up the
office of gas-rich Qatar’s
ruler, Emir Sheikh Tamim
bin Hamad Al-Thani,
according to the govern-
ment website.

The new premier also
takes over as interior min-
ister from predecessor
Sheikh Abdullah bin Nasser
bin Khalifa Al-Thani,
although other key posts
remain unchanged, includ-
ing the defence, finance
and energy portfolios.
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The students of International School of
Bangalore from Karnataka lifts the win-

ning trophy and the coveted winning schol-
arship of �1 lakh at the Grand Finale of the
7th International Financial Olympiads (IFO)
held at Little Theatre Group Auditorium in
New Delhi on January 25, 2020. 

Chirec International School from Andhra
Pradesh became the first runner up, bagging
a scholarship of �40,000 and Delhi Public
School, RK Puram, Delhi held at third posi-
tion got a scholarship of �20,000. 

The finale was conducted in an on-stage
quiz form by quiz master Pranav Chaturvedi.
Six teams of four members each had quali-
fied for the finals after winning the first two

rounds held at National level earlier.
“While the finance knowledge for school

students is at very nascent stage & hence
efforts are being made across the globe to
structure it within school curriculum. In
today’s modern competitive world, Olympiads
help to identify a child’s capability and their
real potential and also figure out the areas
where student lacking proficiency so that a
proper orientation can be given to improve,”
said Ankit Kapoor, Director, Pratham
Institute, New Delhi.

Students registering at National and
International level competition are at an
added advantage as they get an internation-
ally recognised certification at every level and
a chance to compete for scholarship prizes and
become a Financial Literate at a young age.
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The ONRT (One Nation
Reading Together), an annu-

al event by Scholastic India con-
ducted its 13th edition on
January 24, 2020, where over two
million children from 2100 K-12
schools across India participat-
ed, along with more than 400
playschools, 10 libraries, 20
NGOs and select coaching cen-
ters.

Additionally, about two
thousand parents have regis-
tered to join this reading move-
ment with their kids. To mark

this highly-anticipated occasion,
there are sizeable celebrations
happening in Delhi, Gurgaon,
Kolkata, and Chennai. Children
across the country spend 20
minutes reading for fun and
engaged in other activities that
celebrate reading as an enjoyable
and enriching experience.

At DLF Public School,
Ghaziabad, Author, and film-
maker Samina Mishra read the
Reading Pledge to 500 children
from 10 neighboring schools, fol-
lowed by a storytelling and quiz
session by renowned storyteller
Seema Wahi Mukherjee.

In Kolkata, the NGO, Future
Hope, and All Women Bengal
Council hosted the celebrations.
Well-known authors Sampurna
Chattarji and Eurig Salisbury
read the pledge and hosted the
day’s activities for over 50 kids in
Future Hope’s event.

The kids also went on an
awareness march to spread
ONRT initiative’s message.

‘‘We have been running this
initiative for 13 years. It gives us
immense satisfaction to see mil-
lions of kids reading on one des-
ignated day,” says Neeraj Jain,
MD, Scholastic India.

-���+�����!����+
������
����� ./!�0/1)��

The IP University cele-
brated Republic Day cel-

ebrations at the Dwarka cam-
pus of the university here in
New Delhi on January 26,
2020. 

The students and staff of
the university, in large number,
actively participated in the
celebrations.  

The Vice Chancellor of
the University Prof Mahesh
Verma hoisted the national
flag and threw light on the
significance of this auspi-

cious day. 
Registrar Ravi Dadhich,

Controller of Finance Rinku
Gautam and other senior
officers and officials, faculty
members and students of the
university participated in the
celebrations in full fervor
and enthusiasm.

The special attraction of
this year’s celebrations is
hoisting of national flag at the
height of 45 meter tall flag
pole, which is the second
highest in Delhi. 

The size of the flag is 45
feet long and 30 feet in width.
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Manav Rachna

International Institute of
Research and Studies (MRIIRS,
Formerly MRIU) invites appli-
cations for admissions to its
MBA Dual Specialisation pro-
gram for the session 2020-21.

Duration: Two years
Eligibility: Merit prepara-

tion/short listing of candidates
shall be on the basis of score in
All India Entrance Tests (CAT/
MAT/ XAT/any other equiva-
lent test) & GD/PI. The com-
bined merit list shall be based
upon the following criteria:

Marks in Class X — 10%,
marks in Class XII — 10%,
marks in Graduation — 10%,
behaviour skill test — 10%,
marks in entrance test — 25%,
GD/essay — 10%, personal
Interview — 20%, work expe-
rience / extra-curricular activ-
ities — 5%.

How to apply: Log on to
https://apply.manavrachna.edu.i
n/ or visit the website man-
avrachna.edu.in.
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Delhi Collage of Art

(DCA) invites applications for
admission to its Fine Art (BFA)
and Super Professional
Diploma program in Fine Art
(DFA) courses.

Duration: Two years for
BFA and four years for DFA.

Eligibility: Class XII pass
from any stream who wants to
work in Fine arts industry can
apply.

How to apply: Log on to
www.delhicollageofart.co or the
Application forms & brochure
may be obtained from admis-
sion office of Delhi Collage of
Art. 

Last date to apply: January
31, 2020.
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TKWs Institute of Banking

& Finance invites applications
for admissions to its postgrad-
uate diploma in Banking and
Finance for the coming acade-
mic session for its full-time PG
Diploma in Banking & Finance. 

Duration: One year
Eligibility: Minimum qual-

ification for securing admission
to PG Diploma course in

Banking & Finance is grad-
uate in any stream with 50 per
cent marks, students awaiting
final year results may also
apply. 

This programme starts by
providing fundamental clarity
and then advances to expose
the participants to all essentials
of banking & finance.

How to apply: Log on to
www.tkwsibf.edu.in or the
admission forms can be
obtained by filling the institute's
application by paying an
amount of �1,000 through
demand draft in favour of
TKWs Delhi.

Last date to apply:
February 18, 2020.
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Lakshya Bhartee Institute of

International Hotel
Management invites applica-
tions for under graduate pro-
grammes and post graduate
programmes in Hotel
Management. 

Duration: Three years for
BSc and two years for MSc

Eligibility: Candidates
must have passed Class XII
from a recognised central/state
board or from a recognised uni-
versity. 

Selection will be based on
the personal interview and for
MSc applicants must complete
their graduation from a recog-
nised university. Selection will
be based on the personal inter-
view. 

How to apply: Log on to
www.lbiihm.com or the admis-
sion forms can be obtained by
filling the institute’s application
form and paying nominal fee of
�400 in cash or �450 via
demand draft in favour of
Lakshya Bhartee Institute of
International Hotel
Management, payable at New
Delhi. 

Last date to apply:
February 29, 2020.

The first-ever study on the rights of
transgenders by the National

Human Rights Commission gives a
clear picture of the scenario of trans-
gender in the country. According to the
study, about 92 per cent of transgenders
are deprived of the right to participate
in any form of economic activity in the
country, with even qualified ones
refused jobs.

As per 2011 census data, India’s
trans population consist of 490,000 peo-
ple, out of which handful of them only
make it to gainful employment. Though
there are number of efforts being made
to change this narrative. For example,
a Chennai-based start-up is working
towards the social inclusion of the trans-
gender community, but it has only been
able to place 42 trans people in its 14-
month existence. So focusing on trans
employment at the workplace is the
need of the hour.

In 2017, Kerala’s Kochi Metro Rail
Limited employed 23 transgender per-
sons, while eight out of them quit their
jobs within a month due to refusal by
several landlords to give them accom-
modation. They were left with no rem-
edy but to quit their jobs since their
employer had no legal obligation and/
or incentive to step in and help them
fight against such discrimination.

It is only Tamil Nadu where some

steps have been taken to improve the life
of these people by providing them with
education, identity cards and sub-
sidised food.

What can be done by Corporates,
Society and the Government?

While there are specific provisions
in the Transgender Bill that protect
transgender interests by prohibiting dis-
crimination in employment opportu-
nities, the implementation of such pro-
visions is a big challenge.

A robust legal mechanism to safe-
guard transgender interests is the need
of the hour and huge penalties must be
imposed on offenders/violators. Further,
relevant amendments under specific
legislation such as the Equal
Remuneration Act, 1976, and the
Maternity Act, 2013, may need to be
revisited to include a trans people in
their ambit for rigorous implementation
of the provisions of the Bill. This will
also safeguard a transgender person

against discrimination in the workplace.
Equal opportunity to education

and livelihood needs to be ensured.
Which means from schools, colleges to
workplaces need to be sensitised and
prepared to welcome transpersons and
ensure that they are not discriminated
against.Just like there are education
facilities provided from EWS, girl child,
physically disabled, there should be
mandatory education for children from
the trans community.

The Government can take neces-
sary steps to ensure that an employer is
complying with such provisions by way
of mandating an employer to submit
quarterly returns that include details
pertaining to the number of vacancies
available, interviews conducted for
them and the number of positions filled,
including percentage of transgender
employed therein.

Workplaces need to be more trans-
gender-inclusive with initiatives like
equal opportunity hiring, providing
infrastructure such as restrooms for the
third gender, action against misconduct/
harassment, medical insurance and
policies, health care.

And last but not the least we need
to be more inclusive for them in our
society by treating them equally.

&����
���
����,����������
���
��,�
�����������

Quite often we hear civil ser-
vices aspirants and toppers
revealing that they stayed off

all social media platforms for a con-
siderable time as they prepared for
the prestigious exams. But have you
heard of aspirants getting hooked on
to Instagram, of all platforms, for
preparing for one of the most chal-
lenging entrance examinations in
India?

“Well, nearly 3.50 lakh followers
are doing just on the UPSC Guide
page that started off as a simple idea
on Instagram. “It is now one of the
most favourite social media pages
among UPSC aspirants,” says
Abhijeet Nikam, founder, UPSC
Guide.

UPSC Guide also disperses its
various courses through video lec-
tures, chatroom discussions, webi-
nars, one-to-one assistance through
Skype, phone and other social media
handles.

“For many, preparations for the
Civil Services Examinations (CSE)

start in the very first year of their
graduation itself. Many opt for pres-
tigious coaching institutions to get
the right guidance but lakhs of stu-
dents are unable to do so because of
the huge cost associated with these
coaching institutions.

“To address this problem exist-
ing in the system Nikam Education
OPC Pvt Ltd, under the brand name
UPSC Guide, came up with the
solution. In the era of e-learning, we
thought what better for the IAS aspi-
rants than an e-learning system
where they can get the right guidance
sitting at the comfort of their homes,”
Nikam adds.

UPSC Guide is a complete e-
learning system for UPSC CSE
entrance examinations including
both prelims and mains exam. It pro-
vides different kind of courses
depending on the need of the aspi-
rant. Getting into its courses is very
simple. Just register on its website,
select the preferred course for which
payment is online and get started

with its online coaching.
The vision behind UPSC Guide

is to provide best quality courses to
the UPSC aspirants while minimis-
ing the cost by approximately 80 per
cent and also the time consumed
which is a huge factor for these aspi-
rants who shift their base to get into
best quality coaching institutes.

Understanding its social respon-
sibility and to help the less privileged
aspirants, UPSC Guide provides the
complete course, without compro-
mising quality, free of cost to BPL
and physically challenged candi-
dates. Enticed by the innovative
idea and quality of courses, many
UPSC achievers have joined hands
with UPSC Guide and provide guid-
ance  to new aspirants through this
platform.

Within six months of monetisa-
tion of UPSC Guide, it has been able
to attract thousands of students and
already 1600 students are registered
under various categories of courses.
“The idea was incepted from a sim-

ple Instagram page. UPSC Guide has
now more than 343k followers on
Instagram,” Nikam points out.

This is just the beginning or the
first phase of services. Nikam says
adding, “In the next phase, we are
planning to provide online courses
for various other government service
examinations like IIT Entrance
among others.”

Talking about the economic
impact, Nikam says, “Within few
months of monetisation, UPSC
Guide has been able to generate good
revenue, if we maintain the same
quality, same pace, same revenue
model and considering the kind of
interest e-learning platforms are
getting, we shall be able to generate
revenue close to �1000 crore by
2026.”

As the future of education lies in
ever-upgrading technology and with
huge shift towards e-learning plat-
forms, UPSC Guide is a great plat-
form for UPSC aspirants, Nikam out-
lines.
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Numerology deals with numbers. The pred-
ication made by numerology depends

upon the data which is fed. Any machine will
give the output according to the data inputted
in the machine. More the data is clean more will
be the accuracy of the results.

Numbers speak their own language. It goes
with the saying: As you Sow, So you shall Reap.
If you are doing a wrong thing, updating wrong
data then results will also be wrong. Hence, a
good numerologist should be very careful
about what kind of data he is taking into con-
sideration. It is the game of Mathematical cal-
culations.

In numerology, every alphabet has been
assigned a particular number and the numbers
vibrates with definite frequencies. While cal-
culating the name number of any person,
numbers should be correctly mentioned of the
alphabet as per Chaldean System. If any num-
ber has been assigned to any alphabet, then it
will change the whole calculation. We do the
addition of first name, second name and last
name separately and reduce each to single num-
ber. Then we add all the three numbers and final
resultant again reduced to single number and
this becomes the name number for a person. 

For example, a person whose name is Ram
Kumar Gupta and born on  January 8, 2001. So
here first we calculate his first name number
where value of R is 2, A is 1 and M is 4, on adding
these numbers (2+1+4), resultant number
comes to 7. Similarly, we will calculate for Kumar,
where the value of K is 2, U is 6, M is 4, A is 1,
R is 2, on adding these numbers (2+6+4+1+2),
resultant number comes to 15, which is further

reduced to single number and answer is 6 (1+5)
and finally we will calculate for Gupta, where
value of G is 3, U is 6, P is 8, T is 4 and A is 1.
on adding these numbers (3+6+8+4+1), resul-
tant number comes to 22, which is further
reduced to a single number and answer comes
4 (2+2). Now we will add the single number of
first name, middle name and last name i.e.
7+6+4, the answer is 17, which is further reduced
to single number i.e 8 (1+7), ruled by Saturn.

Now, his date of birth is January 8, 2001,
hence is psychic/driver number comes to 8, ruled
by Saturn and destiny number/conduction
number comes to 8+1+1+2+0+0+1 = 12, which
is further reduced to single number and answer
comes 3 (1+2). Hence, his destiny/conductor
number comes to 3, ruled by Jupiter.

Hence, we can conclude that knowledge of
basic arithmetic is required for numerology.
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Securing a Government job in a Public
Service Undertaking (PSU) has been an

aspiration for many. The lucrative starting pay
packages accompanied by other monetary
benefits like free medical insurance, retirement
benefits and performance-based incentives are
key factors behind this rising inclination
towards the sector. However, the biggest
advantage is the job security. Imagine having
a stable job even during an unstable economic
environment! So, how does one secure a job
in this sector? 

The PSUs emphasize on three ways to
recruit candidates; conducting their own
exams, shortlisting candidates based on their
GATE scores or by employing candidates from
the premier institutes in the country like IITs
and the IIM. The beginning of 2020 has
brought good news to all the aspirants as Coal
India Limited has opened an online applica-
tion for the intake of management trainees. A
Maharatna Public Sector Undertaking under
the Ministry of Coal, this year has invited
applications for 1,326 vacancies across vari-
ous disciplines.

Eligible candidates till the age of 30 can
apply for various management trainee posts
through online application mode on or before
19 January 2020 on their official website. The
computer-based test is scheduled on February
7 and 28 February, 2020. 

Pattern and selection process
It comprises two stages; online exam and

interview. The online exam consists of two
papers to be completed in three hours. While
Paper-I covers objective questions on General
Awareness, Reasoning, Numerical Ability,
and General English, Paper-II emphasises on
questions related to a candidate’s profession-
al knowledge. 

Candidates must qualify both the papers
along with the medical examination for get-
ting selected for the management trainee post.
The entire process aims to assess a candidate’s
knowledge and evaluate different aspects of
knowledge, skills, understanding, ability and
physical fitness. Candidates must score a min-
imum of 40 marks (General category), 35
marks (OBC category) and 30 marks
(SC/ST/PWD) in each paper to qualify the
computer-based test. Those who qualify both
the papers separately in the computer-based
test and rank high on merit as decided by the
Coal India will be eligible for the interview.

How to crack interview 
�Understanding the nature of the man-

agement trainee job: Before joining the organ-
isation, a candidate must be aware of the exact
nature of the job. They would be expected to

have complete knowledge about Coal India as
a PSU, about its commencement, current posi-
tion nationally as well as globally, the duties
and responsibilities of a management trainee,
and finally, the role of CIL in India in the exist-
ing times.

�Be thorough with your academic and
professional background: This is a necessity
for the interview. Candidates should be able
to answer questions about their stream of edu-
cation as well as the reasons behind choosing
it. For professionals having relevant work expe-
rience, they should be able to answer questions
about it.

�Stay aware of the ongoing events: Apart
from the above basic information, candidates
must also have thorough knowledge about the
important events taking place across the coun-
try. For that, they must read newspapers or fol-
low certain publications like The Hindu or The
Indian Express online

�Take mock interviews: Once you are
done with the interview preparation, enrol
yourself for a mock interview series or ask your
family and friends to help you conduct a few.
Having such kind of verbal confrontations can
actually help you in facing the interview panel
with ease on the main day. 

Coal India Limited is a reputed origina-
tion offering a dream job of management
trainee not just to the engineering graduates
in the country, but even those who belong to
non-technical academic streams. Aspirants
should, therefore, follow the above mentioned
crucial things to increase their chances of
working with experienced professionals in
Coal India or its subsidiary companies.
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The University of
Bristol in the UK
invites applications

for Think Big postgraduate
placements. The bursaries
are only available for one-
year postgraduate taught
programmes. 

Award: £5,000, £10,000
and £20,000

International candidates
are eligible to apply.

Eligibility: The stu-
dentships are awarded to
study the subjects offered by
the university (except
Medicine, Dentistry and
Veterinary Science).
Applicants must be classed
as an overseas student for
fee-paying purposes.

Language requirment:
If English is not your first
language then you will need
to show that your English
language skills are at a high
enough level to succeed in
your studies.

How to apply: To apply
for the opportunity appli-
cants must submit the
online application form by
this given link:
http://www.bristol.ac.uk/inte
rnational/fees-finance/schol-
arships/application-form.

Application deadline:
The last date to appliy is
March 29, 2020,  June 14,
2020.

The King’s College
London, UK  invites appli-
cattions for the Global
Health & Social Medicine
International PG scholar-
ship. 

Award: £9,900
Number of awards: One
Nationality: All nation-

alities
Eligibility: To be eligi-

ble, the applicants must have
an undergraduate degree
and all the academic qualifi-
cation certificates with good
grades. 

Applicant must have to
attach a CV, personal state-
ment, and three confidential
references (Make sure that
each reference letter is given
to you sealed in an envelope
and ask the referee to sign
across the seal of the enve-
lope).

To be eligible, the appli-
cants must have an under-
graduate degree and all the
academic qualification cer-
tificates with good grades.

Language requirement:
All aspirants are needed to
provide evidence of their
English language skills.

How to apply: To be
considered for the opportu-
nity, the applicants must
have applied for the admis-
sion at the university. Then
they should be automatically
considered for the opportu-
nity .

Application deadline:
The last date to apply is
March 31, 2020
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The job scenario in India
has gone through a sea
change in India. We are in

the midst of fourth technolog-
ical revolution, where there is
lot of integration of technology
that is taking place. By 2020,
even the Government’s flagship
initiative for job creation and
skill enhancement, Make in
India, will also create 10 crore
new jobs by 2020. Both the ini-
tiatives Make in India, and
Start up India have been look-
ing to increase investment
opportunities in the country.

While the job landscape is
expected to undergo radical
changes over the next few years,
a report published by the World
Economic Forum says that
there will be certain occupa-
tions that are more in demand.

Here’s a look at some of the
categories that are expected to
see growth in 2020 and beyond.

ACCOUNTANTS 
According to payscale.com,

the top salary for an accountant,
not being a Chartered
Accountant, could go up to
�487,303 a year. There is steady
and assured growth for an
accountant over the progression
of the career. Accountants,
today, may require additional
competencies because of the
expansion of digitisation to
every sphere of business. The

SAP is one of the most widely
used enterprise application pro-
grams being used in industry
and to obtain veracity and gen-
uineness of training, it is crucial
to choose a SAP authorised
training delivery partner to
complete your certification in
this software.

Ordinarily, commerce grad-
uates with an additional diplo-
ma or certification in spe-
cialised accounting practices
may start working as an
accountant. Over time, an
accountant may grow into the
role of Finance Manager,
Account Manager, Financial
Controller, Chartered
Accountant, Chief Financial
Officer or a Finance Director.

DATA SCIENTISTS
According to multination-

al IT giant IBM, 59 per cent of
all Data Science and Analytics
job demand is in Finance and
Insurance, Professional
Services, and IT. Annual
demand for the fast-growing
new roles of data scientist, data
developers, and data engineers
will reach nearly 700,000 open-
ings by 2020. The LinkedIn
Workforce Report maintains
that, in the US, demand for
these professional figures has
grown six-fold compared to
five years ago, and data analysts
will continue to be the most

sought-after profiles over the
next five years.

ENGINEERING
Automation and machines

are taking over the world like
the way we see in sci-fi thrillers.
During the next four years, the
demand for those skilled engi-
neers will continue to increase.
There will be a huge demand for
satellite engineers, electronic
engineers and robotic engi-
neers. Specifically, there will be
growth for engineers focused on
biochemicals, nanotechnology,
robotics, and materials. By
2020, two million jobs will be
created worldwide for com-
puter, maths, architecture and
engineering related fields. 

GREEN WARRIORS 
Clean and green energy is

the motto of the Government as
they are encouraging us to use
alternative sources of power and
energy including wind and
solar. That means huge demand
for specialists who can innovate,
advise Governments on green
strategies, and ensure compli-
ance across industries. If the
Government fulfills their target
of target for grid-connected
solar energy from 20 GW to 100
GW by 2022, India could gen-
erate a million jobs if it reach-
es its solar power target and
another 1,83,500 could come

from wind projects. 

DRONE OPERATORS 
The market for drone oper-

ators is only going to expand as
UAV technology becomes
advanced. Drones were actual-
ly invented in the early 1990s for
surveillance and reconnais-
sance. By adding cameras,
lights, audio sensors, or even a
robotic arm, the utility of
drones have increased. In India,
drones are still primarily used
for Defense and law enforce-
ment but the time isn’t far
when it will be allowed com-
mercial use of drones, which
will open up this space.

SALES PEOPLE
There will be a growing

need for specialised sales peo-
ple who can explain the com-
pany’s offerings to a wide range
of clients, including businesses,
Governments, consumers, as
well as to new clients that the
company has never worked
with before. With many job
prospects, there is a growing
need to understand in which
sectors jobs are going to be cre-
ated, what are the skills that are
needed by industries and
employers, and how produc-
tivity can be enhanced with
skilling and reskilling people.
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Swiss great Roger Federer
said “I believe in miracles”
after he saved seven match

points in a five-set nail-biter
against 100th-ranked Tennys
Sandgren to go into an
Australian Open semi-final with
Novak Djokovic on Tuesday.

The six-time champion,
struggling physically, saved three
match points at 4-5 in the fourth
set and four more in the tie-
breaker to scrape through 6-3, 2-
6, 2-6, 7-6 (10/8), 6-3.

Federer, 38, now goes into
an unmissable semi-final with
Djokovic, who blunted Milos
Raonic’s razor serve to win 6-4,
6-3, 7-6 (7/1) and move two
wins from an eighth Melbourne
title.

Djokovic, despite trouble
with his contact lenses, ended
Raonic’s run of 63 straight games
in the tournament without a
break of serve and moves
smoothly into the semis for the
loss of just one set so far.

He paid tribute to the great
escape by Federer, ahead of a
semi-final that reprises his epic
win over the Swiss in last year’s
Wimbledon decider.

“What he did today was
really amazing, to come back
and save seven match points at
his age,” Djokovic said.

“He’s still playing such a
great tennis and proving that he
deserves to be up there. He’s a
great fighter. Obviously I have
lots of respect for him.”

Federer’s match was inci-

dent-packed and he received a
rare warning for an audible
obscenity before going off-court
for treatment on a groin injury.

Still hampered by the injury,
he somehow forced a fifth set
and began to regain control

against the big-ser ving
American.

“I believe in miracles,”
Federer said, revealing that he
thought his groin strain had
ended his chances. “There could
be rain, there could be all kinds

of stuff.
“(I thought)

just let him finish
me off in style,
and he didn’t do
that.  I’m incredibly lucky
tonight, today — I don’t even
know what time it is.”

Sandgren, achingly
close to becoming the

lowest-ranked player to
beat Federer at the
Australian Open, can
count himself unlucky

especially after a ball girl
accidentally collided with him

during the pivotal tie-breaker,
which he lost.

Federer has made heavy
weather of reaching his 46th
Major semi-final. He was two
points from defeat by John
Millman in a fifth-set tie-break-

er in round three, and dropped
a set against 67th-ranked
Marton Fucsovics in round four.

‘QUIET LITTLE LIFE’
In the women’s draw

Australia’s world number one
Ashleigh Barty dismissed two-
time Wimbledon champion Petra
Kvitova in impressive style to
reach the semis for the first
time.

The unflappable Barty beat
the Czech 7-6 (8/6), 6-2 and will
be favourite in her semi-final
against America’s Sofia Kenin —
sending hopes soaring of a first
home winner in 42 years.

The French Open champion,
who once quit tennis to play
cricket and has been steadily ris-
ing since her return, is the tour-
nament’s poster girl with her
image plastered all over
Melbourne.

But she said: “I’d prefer to just
be sitting at home just living my
quiet little life.”

Kenin, whose career is also
on the up, made her first Grand
Slam semi-final and with it will
rise to at least 12 in the rankings
— making her the second-high-
est American behind Serena
Williams.

The feisty 21-year-old was a
6-4, 6-4 winner over Ons Jabeur,

halting the Tunisian’s his-
toric run which made her
the first Arab woman to
reach a Major quarter-final.

“She’s a really tough
player, I knew she’s going to

come out playing strong,” Kenin
said. “She’s had really good
matches, good wins. It wasn’t an
easy battle — all respect to her.”

Jabeur has ignited interest
back home with her run to the
last eight, even receiving a good-
luck phone call from her presi-
dent.

“I think I proved that I can be
in the quarter-finals in a Grand
Slam, even if I have a lot of things
to improve physically and men-
tally,” said the 25-year-old, who
will now move inside the top 50.

“I proved to myself that I
could do a lot of great things. I’m
happy that I played this way.”

���� )=0/+���0

World champion P V
Sindhu on Tuesday

spoke about fitness and
said proper planning and
picking the right tourna-
ments will be crucial to suc-
ceeding at the Tokyo
Olympics.

“It is very important to
stay fit as this is the Olympic

year. It is not that you
should go to tournaments
without being 100 percent.
It is important to stay
healthy and be fit and then
go for tournaments,”
Sindhu told reporters ahead
of Hyderabad Hunters’
Premier Badminton League
match against North
Eastern Warriors.

“Also personally you

have to plan and see which
tournament you want to
play as it is the Olympic
year. So you have to plan
accordingly,” added the
Indian, who was recently
conferred with the Padma
Bhushan.

Asked about her prepa-
ration for the Tokyo Games,
the Rio Olympics Silver
medallist said: “The prepa-

ration is going on really well
for the Olympics and there
are lot of important tourna-
ments coming up which
will help a me a lot to pre-
pare for the Olympics.

“And since it is an
Olympic year, it important
to choose tournament wise-
ly as it will help me to stay
in proper shape for the
Olympics.”

The Asia Team
Championships is sched-
uled to begin on February
11, just two days after the
completion of PBL.

Sindhu said she is still
undecided about her partic-
ipation.

“I haven’t decided yet
and right now I am current-
ly focussing on PBL,” she
said.

�+��� 13.03.

Mikel Arteta hailed Arsenal’s
“hungry” youngsters after

Bukayo Saka and Eddie Nketiah
fired their side into the FA Cup fifth
round with a 2-1 win against
Bournemouth on Monday.

Arteta turned to youth at Dean Court and
Saka, Nketiah and Joe Willock repaid the Arsenal
manager’s faith with influential displays that
secured a trip to third-tier Portsmouth.

Saka gave Arsenal an early lead as the 18-year-
old full-back bagged his third goal of the season
with a superb strike.

Nketiah got the second before the interval to
ensure Arteta took another step towards emulat-
ing his FA Cups triumph as an Arsenal player in
2014 and 2015.

Sam Surridge got one back for Bournemouth
in the closing minutes, but it was too late to sal-
vage a replay. “I’m very pleased. Always tough to
come here and win, we’ve done it with a young
team as well,” Arteta said.

“I have a lot of faith in
them. I think they are devel-
oping really well. They are
willing and hungry and will
only get better.”

Languishing in 10th
place in the Premier
League after failing to win
any of their last three games,
this was a welcome boost for
Arteta as Arsenal built on
their hard-fought draw at
Chelsea last week.

It was Arsenal’s third
win in eight matches under
Arteta in all competitions,
with just one defeat in that
run.

�+��� ,�1�.

Christian Eriksen said he
was desperate to join Inter

Milan this month after com-
pleting a protracted move
from Tottenham on Tuesday.

Eriksen, 27, has signed a
contact until 2024 with the
Italian giants after the clubs
reached an agreement for a
reported transfer fee of 20 mil-
lion euros (£17 million, $22
million).

“I couldn’t wait to join,”
Eriksen told Inter TV. “It’s
wonderful to be here and I’m
happy to be a new Inter play-
er.

“I’m very excited and can’t
wait to introduce myself to the
fans. I’ve already experienced
their warmth, it’s been a fan-
tastic welcome. I feel great.”

Eriksen made 305 appear-
ances for Spurs after joining

from Ajax in 2013, scoring 69
goals.

The Danish international
was a key part of the side that
reached last season’s
Champions League final and
finished in the top four of the
Premier League for the past
four seasons under Mauricio
Pochettino.

However, he refused to
extend his contract with the
north London club beyond
the end of this season, mean-
ing a departure was inevitable
either this month or on a free
transfer at the end of the
campaign.

Eriksen was keen for a
fresh challenge in Serie A, par-
ticularly under the orders of
Inter coach Antonio Conte.

“I was able to get to know
him when I was at Tottenham,
we came up against his
Chelsea side and it was very
difficult. I’m excited to learn
more about him and how his
sides play,” added Eriksen.

“The numbers say that I
did really well in England. It’s
now time to start a new chal-
lenge, I’m really happy to
have the opportunity to play
in Serie A for a big team. Inter
is a fantastic club.”

!���	������ Ole Gunnar
Solskjaer says Manchester
United need to harness the
spirit of Paris Saint-Germain
and put in a “perfect perfor-
mance” if they are to over-
come Manchester City and
reach the League Cup final.

United face an uphill bat-
tle after losing the first leg of
their semi-final against Pep
Guardiola’s men 3-1 at Old
Trafford.

Marcus Rashford’s goal
gives United a glimmer of
hope heading to the Etihad
Stadium today and Solskjaer
said the stunning comeback
win against PSG in the
Champions League last March
can be an inspiration.

United were 2-0 down
after the first leg and then 3-
1 down on aggregate in Paris
before storming back to win
on away goals.

“Well, it looked like it was
over at half-time,” he said,
referring to the first leg of the
City match. “I have to say the

second part of that
first half, they out-
played us for a
while and it’s hard.

“But then when
we got the goal, of
course you’re back
in it, we hope for

another one.
“But now we’ve got to go

into the memory bank and
think PSG because we’ve done
it against good teams before
and it gives us some hope,
and the game in December
(when United won 2-1 against
City) of course gives us hope

that we can do something
there.”

Ole confirmed Nemanja
Matic is a doubt for the sec-
ond leg in a press conference
that included plenty of trans-
fer talk but no updates.

Meanwhile, Guardiola
remains wary of the threat
posed by Manchester United
after his side were beaten 2-1
at the Etihad in the Premier
League earlier this season.

“It’s Manchester United.
They can do it, they have done
it,” said the City boss. “In these
kind of games against incred-
ible teams with incredible
history, they have pride and I
know how difficult it will be
to reach the final.” AFP

Greatness is all about throwing the mon-
key off your back, or should we say groin

this time, considering Roger Federer fought
off his below the belt perch at the Australian
Open quarter final with the strokes of a mas-
ter.

Greatness is perseverance against all
odds, patience in the face of impossibility and
the ability to reach the  finish line as a victor
when even the commentators have begun to
recite elegies.

That was Federer for you with all his vin-
tage staycathon on display when he went on
to win the quarter final against an aggressive
American, saving seven match points to take
the match full stretch. This, despite a stiff
groin hampering his stride and stretch of
imagination in dealing with the situation at
6-3, 2-6, 2-6 and seven match points in the
fourth set. 

It was, indeed, the return of the Federer
of yore when he had the mind space and the
power of youth to tower over the game as the
ultimate escape artist from all but lost situa-
tions.

Here too, even as Tennys started salivat-
ing over the possibility of entering a grand
slam semifinal first time ever, that too on the
biggest stage against the biggest man in ten-
nis, Federer showed how at 38, he is still the
man among the boys. 

After a medical break, and when Tennys
was all set to finish him off in style, feeding
ravenously on his injury, Federer nibbled back
the game shot by shot point by point and
defeated not just the demons in his body but
also in his mind to take the match on five sets
when logically it should have been all over in
fourth with his opponent at the helm. Four
match points in the games of set No 4 turn-
ing it into a tie breaker and then saving three
more in the tie breaker when the Federer body
language suggested he had given up, had the
fans in another level of ecstacy. It also meant
Federer has finally sorted out the chemical
locha in his mind which has, so far, stopped
him at the 20th slam title for some years.

Does it mean this brand of Federer is
through to the Final? Federer is sceptical and
said he felt extremely lucky to have downed
the American. He humbly submitted that he
did not deserve this victory and that he would
have been packed off to Switzerland to skii had
Tennys not lost his nerve.

Nothing can be farther to truth than this
because it was a tenacious comeback by the
swiss. 

He is through to the semis now where the
smiling and unbreakable assassin waits for
him.

No groin or unforced errors or any other
chink can work against the Serb and no one
knows it better than Federer himself.
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������Veteran Leander
Paes’ last Australian Open out-
ing came to and end after he
and partner Jelena Ostapenko
were knocked out of the mixed
doubles competition, going
down in straight sets to Jamie
Murray and Bethanie Mattek-
Sands here on Tuesday.

The 46-year-old Paes and
Lativia’s Ostapenko, the 2017
French Open champion, lost to

the British-American pair 2-6,
5-7 in a second round match
that lasted one hour and seven
minutes.

Rohan Bopanna is the only
Indian left in the fray now. The
39-year-old and Nadiia
Kichenok of Ukraine will take
on fifth seed Nikola Mektic
and Barbora Krejcikova in the
mixes doubles quarterfinals
today. PTI
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Eriksen ‘couldn’t wait’ for Inter move
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Aruthless India are expected to
seal their maiden T20I series win
in New Zealand and only a spe-

cial comeback from the struggling
hosts in the third game here today can
delay what seems inevitable.

India won the twin T20Is in
Auckland by margins of six and seven
wickets respectively to go 2-0 up in the
five-match series.

A third successive win at Seddon
Park will give them their first ever T20I
series’ win on New Zealand soil, a feat
they were unable to achieve on two
occasions previously. India lost 0-2
under Mahendra Singh Dhoni back in
2008-09, and last year, they went down
1-2.

Overall, this Indian side has seen
an uptick in fortunes and are unbeat-
en in five T20 series since the 2019 ODI
World Cup, including the ongoing
one against the Black Caps. The only
contest they didn't win was against
South Africa, when the three-match
series ended 1-1 after one of the games
was washed out.

As such, there are no changes to be
expected in the Indian line-up for the
third T20. On Tuesday, there was an
optional practice session with skipper
Virat Kohli, KL Rahul, Yuzvendra
Chahal, Mohammed Shami and Jasprit
Bumrah, the ones missing in action. 

The support staff worked closely
with those players who haven’t yet
received a chance to play in the series
yet. Ravi Shastri paid close attention to
Washington Sundar, while batting
coach Vikram Rathour was busy with
Rishabh Pant. Both are expected to sit
out again today.

There is possibility of one change
to the Indian line-up. Kuldeep Yadav sat
out the first two matches in Auckland,
and that could have been a move
motivated more by the ground size than
anything else.

Chahal provides greater control and
his wrist spin moves away from the
majority of right-handers in the Black
Caps’ line-up, thus against the arc of
swing.

Yadav is a tad more adventurous in
his flight and the angle of his spin into
the right-handers could have been
easy fodder at Eden Park’s short bound-
aries.

Whether Yadav comes back into
contention at the regular-sized Seddon

Park remains to be seen. Additionally,
there is little chance of Chahal-Yadav
playing together, a move India have
shied away from since the ODI World
Cup.

From New Zealand’s perspective,
this is the last opportunity for Colin de
Grandhomme to make an impression.
The all-rounder will be replaced in the
squad for the last two T20Is by batsman
Tom Bruce.

Grandhomme has played strictly as
a batsman so far in this series, and has
scores of 0 and 3 in the first two games.

New Zealand are not too worried
about their bowling performances in
this series, despite India’s relative ease
in chasing down totals in the first two
matches. Their greater worry is con-
tending with the Indian bowling, in
particular Jasprit Bumrah who has
regained much of his pre-injury

rhythm.
In both matches, they were unable

to get him away, whether at the start or
during the death overs. For their part,
India mixed things up well in the sec-
ond T20, holding Bumrah back until
later in the power play.

New Zealand have had a poor run
at Eden Park off late, but their record
at Seddon Park holds in good stead.
They have won seven out of nine T20Is
played here, and will be hoping to stop
India from taking an unassailable lead
in the series.
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FERNANDINHO SIGNS YEAR-LONG EXTENSION
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KLOPP DEFENDS STANCE ON FA CUP REPLAYS
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Shahbaz Ahmed scalped two bats-
men in successive balls as Bengal

grabbed four wickets in the final ses-
sion to put Delhi on the backfoot in
their Ranji Trophy group A clash, at
Eden Gardens on Tuesday.

Resuming the second day on
286 for five, Bengal endured a terri-
ble first session in which Anustup
Majumdar was run out for 99 and that
triggered the collapse.

Bengal innings folded for 318
after losing five wickets inside 12
overs.

The hosts though fought back by
reducing Delhi to 192 for six at close
on day two, taking four wickets for 58
runs in the final session. Delhi are still
trailing Bengal by 126 runs.

Aided by two brilliant catches,
left-arm spinner Shahbaz dismissed
Kshitiz Sharma (nine) and Simarjeet
Singh (0) off successive balls at close.

First it was Majumdar who took
a low catch at the first slip to dismiss
Sharma, and then then Kazi Junaid
Saifi caught Singh brilliantly in his

second attempt at the forward short-
leg to put Shahbaz in line for a sec-
ond hat-trick.

The rookie Bengal all-
rounder had taken a hat-
trick in their innings and
303-run win over
Hyderabad in their last
round match at Kalyani.

“At the moment we look
better. There's 14 overs left for the
new ball and the conditions will be
fresh in the morning. We need to
bowl well tomorrow,” Bengal coach-
cum-mentor Arun Lal said.

With rain forecast for the remain-
ing two days, it remains to be seen
whether the match will be complet-
ed.

ODISHA POSTS 436 VS ASSAM
���������Five batsmen scored half-
centuries as Odisha posted a massive
436 and then reduced Assam to 59 for

three at stumps on the second day of
Group C match.

After Shantanu Mishra (66),
Anurag Sarangi (58), Govinda Poddar
(54) had scored fifties on the opening
day, Abhishek Raut (71) and

Debabrata Pradhan (79) also came
up with superb half-centuries to

ensure that Odisha got past
the 400-mark.

In reply, Assam opener
Biplab Saikia fell for a duck
in the second over and two

more wickets fell before Rayan
Parag (14 batting) and Rishav

Das (24 batting) ensured there were
no more setbacks for the team.

In Jammu, no play was possible on
the second day of the match against
Chhattisgarh. The visiting team led by
skipper Harpreet Singh Bhatia’s 116
(196 balls, 16 fours) had made 270 for
4 in 90 on the opening day.

RAIN WASHED OUT
�	���!������The second day’s play
in the Elite Group B game between
Mumbai and Himachal Pradesh was
washed out without a ball being

bowled.
On the opening day on Monday,

Sarfaraz Khan struck an unbeaten 226
to propel Mumbai to a commanding
372 for five.

A morning drizzle first delayed
the start of play and later, umpires S
Ravi and Vineet Kulkarni, after con-
sultation with curator Sunil Chauhan,
called it off at the picturesque HPCA
Stadium.

In other Group B encounters,
Karnataka reduced Railways to 160 for
seven at the Karnail Singh Stadium in
the national capital.

At the Holkar Stadium in Indore,
hosts Madhya Pradesh took a crucial
first-innings lead after bundling out
Uttar Pradesh for 216 and were placed
at 105 for three in their second essay,
with skipper Naman Ojha unbeaten
on 20 in the company of Yash Dubey
(4).

Overall, MP led by 119 runs.
At the Motibaug ground in

Vadodara, Saurashtra, who are in a
spot of bother at 23 for two, need
another 177 runs for an outright win
against hosts Baroda.

�����	� Pakistan head coach
and chief selector Misbah-ul-
Haq has clearly indicated that
senior players Mohd Hafeez
and Shoaib Malik are part of the
team’s plans for the T20 World
Cup in October-November.

The two seniors, who were
dropped following the team’s exit
from the 2019 ODI World Cup,
were recalled for the T20 series
at home against Bangladesh.

“I think they have per-
formed well and they still have
something to contribute to
Pakistan cricket. Age is not an
issue as long as a player is fit and
in form, he can contribute to his
team,” Misbah said.

“I think we require seniors
like Hafeez (39) and Malik (37)
and even captain, Babar Azam
supported their selection,” he
said.

Misbah said after the T20
series at home against Sri Lanka
and in Australia, he had realised
that the team still needed the ser-
vices of senior players.

“We don’t have much time

before the World T20 so we will
go along with our best players.”

The former Pakistan captain
said that as long as a player was
meeting fitness standards and
performing he can be selected
for Pakistan.

“I think we now have to start
building our squad for the
World Cup and that is why it
was very important for us to win
the series against Bangladesh. I
am glad Hafeez and Malik both
contributed to the wins.” PTI
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Pacer Kartik Tyagi blew away
the Australian top-order

with a sensational spell to power
India into the semifinals of the
ICC U-19 World Cup with a
comfortable 74-run win here on
Tuesday.

Kartik’s four wickets
came after India recovered
through Atharva
Ankolekar’s combative
half-century to reach
233 for nine, a modest
total which the holders
defended in impressive fashion.

Riding on Kartik’s spell in
which he swung the ball at a
good speed, India bundled out
Australia for 159 with 6.3 overs
to spare in their Super League
quarterfinal.

Invited to bat, India lacked
a substantial partnership until
Atharva and Ravi Bishnoi joined
forces to raise a fighting 61-run
stand for the seventh wicket.

Atharva scored an unbeat-
en 55 off 54 balls with five fours
and a six, while Bishnoi made 30
off 341 balls.

Tyagi (4/24) then produced
a dream spell in which he
removed Australian skipper
Mackenzie Harvey (4) and
Lachlan Hearne (0) in successive
balls in his very first over.

This was after Jake Fraser-
McGurk had run himself out

in the very first ball of their
innings.

He did not get a hat-trick
but added the scalps of Oliver
Davies (2) and Patrick Rowe
(21) to take the life out of the
Australian chase.

India’s modest total would
have given the Australians

hope but it became a
herculean task after their

top order was polished off.
Opener Sam Fanning

(75) kept fighting from
one end but that only

delayed the inevitable.
He added 81 runs for the
sixth wicket with Liam Scott
(35).

The writing was on the
wall after that as Akash (3/30)
wrapped up the match by
adding the wickets of Todd
Murphy and Matthew Willans
to his tally.

Earlier,  only opener
Yashaswi Jaiswal put up a
semblance of resistance against
the Australian attack, scoring
an 82-ball 62 with the help of
six fours and two sixes.

Divyaansh Saxena (14),
Tilak Varma (2), Priyan Garg
(5) and Dhruv Juel (15) all
struggled.

After losing one partner
after another, Jaiswal went for
a pull off Tanveer Sangha but
edged the ball between his legs
on to the stumps.
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No one sits on the seat that
Mahendra Singh Dhoni made his

own in the team bus, revealed India
leg-spinner Yuzvendra Chahal, say-
ing that the talismanic former skip-
per is missed by the side.

In a video shot inside the team
bus while it was on its way to
Hamilton for the third T20I, Chahal
is seen talking to several members of
the squad including Jasprit Bumrah,
Rishabh Pant and KL Rahul.

Towards the end of the video, he
moved to the rear of the bus and
pointed to an empty seat which, he
said, was the former captain’s pre-
ferred spot before he went on a sab-
batical last year.

“Yeh woh seat hai jahan ek legend
baithate the. Mahi bhai. Abhi bhi yaha
koi nahi baithata. Hum unhe bohot
miss karte hai (This is the seat that
used to be occupied a legend. MS
Dhoni. No one sits here now. We miss
him a lot),” Chahal said in the video
posted on bcci.Tv.
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Sri Lanka made a solid
star t  to their  f irst

innings reaching 122 for
two before bad light and
rain brought an early close
to the second day of the
second Test  against
Zimbabwe here on Tuesday.

The visitors are still
284 runs behind the hosts
who lost their last four
wickets in the morning to
be bowled out for 406.

Sr i  Lanka openers
Dimuth Karunaratne and
Oshada Fernando added
94 for the first wicket
before both fell for 44.

Karunaratne was the
first to go, the Sri Lankan
captain picking the wrong
length to sweep a full deliv-
ery from off-spinner Raza
and falling leg before.

In the meantime,
Donald Tiripano was main-
taining a steady line and
got his reward when, short-
ly after, Fernando drove
loosely.

The left-arm spinner
Lasith Embuldeniya, who
took a hammering on
Monday, mainly at the
hands of centurion Sean
Williams, picked up three
of the last four wickets in
the morning session to fin-
ish the Zimbabwe innings
with four for 182.

Resuming on 352 for
six ,  Z imbabwe lost
Chakabva for his overnight
31 in the sixth over of the
morning after he gave a
faint edge off Embuldeniya

to wicketkeeper Niroshan
Dickwella.

Debutant Tinotenda
Mutombodzi  made 33
before missing a sweep to
fal l  leg  before to
Dhananjaya de Silva who
finished with three for 71.

Some resistance from
the last three took the
Zimbabwe total past 400
but Embuldeniya account-
ed for both Tiripano and
Nyauchi who was brilliant-
ly caught by De Silva at first
slip. 
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	�!��
�� Senior New Zealand
pacer Tim Southee feels India are
becoming “better and better” away
from home and a reflection of that
is their performance in the ongoing
T20 series.

“India have played well. They’re
a great side and they’re full of
world-class players. The first game
is the one that slightly got away on
us but we were certainly outplayed
in the second game.

“We know it’s always tough
when you play against India and
they’re becoming a better and bet-
ter side away from home as well. We
know we need to be on top of our
game if we need to beat India,”
Southee said on the ever of the third
T20.

Southee also asked his team’s
batsmen to raise their game.

“Change of venue should help
us. We need to win this game but I
think it goes back to what we need
to do as a group. Focus on how we
prepare today and if we play the way
that we know this team can play then
I’m sure the result will take care of
itself.

“The guys would have learnt
from the first two games. The first
one got away from us. We should
have defended that. We can’t sort
look over our shoulders. We need to
look ahead to this game and hope-
fully keep the series alive going for-
ward.” PTI
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Batting coach Vikram Rathour on
Tuesday called the new generation

of Indian cricketers “incredible” and
said the team management has already
identified the core of players for the
T20 World Cup in October-
November.

“Adjustments will keep going on
till the last minute. But as far as I am
concerned and the team management
is concerned, we have the core. We
know what our team is going to be.
Unless there is a case of injury or real-
ly bad loss in form, I don’t see many
changes happening,” said Rathour.

The T20 team has been doing
really well in New Zealand and the
young guns have contributed signifi-
cantly to its success, leaving the bat-
ting coach hugely impressed.

“This new generation of cricketers
is incredible. I find it amazing actual-
ly that they turn up and they are at
their best straightaway across differ-
ent format, different grounds and dif-
ferent countries actually. The amount
of time they took to get settled (here
in NZ)) was outstanding actually,” he
said.

India won the twin matches in
Auckland and the batting coach
expressed satisfaction that the younger
batsmen are stepping forward for the
team’s cause.

“The more opportunities that
these guys get, they are showing that
they are capable. They are showing
that they are match-winners on their
day. That will help the team, of course,
but it will also help their confidence.

“Having seen KL (Rahul) and
Shreyas as young cricketers coming
through, in my mind, I have absolute-
ly no doubt that they are match-win-
ners. They are getting their opportu-
nities now and they are showing the
world what they are capable of, that is
great to see,” he said.
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