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After President Ram Nath
Kovind on Friday rejected

the mercy petition of
Nirbhaya’s death-row convict
Mukesh Kumar, a Delhi court
issued fresh death warrants
against all the four rapists-
killers for hanging on February
1. Earlier the death warrant was
issued for January 22. 

In a fresh development,
that may further delay the exe-
cution of the four convicts,
another death-row convict
Pawan Kumar moved the
Supreme Court on Friday chal-
lenging the Delhi High Court’s
order dismissing his claim of
being a juvenile at the time of
the offence in December 2012.

The President rejected
Mukesh’s mercy plea after the
Union Home Ministry for-
warded the petition to his
office late on Thursday night.
On Friday, the Ministry for-
warded the President decision
to the Delhi Government and
Tihar Jail, where the four men
have been lodged. 

Soon after the rejection of
the mercy plea by the President,
the Tihar jail authorities, via
Public Prosecutor Irfan
Ahmed, sought issuance of
fresh death warrants against the
four convicts Mukesh, Vinay
Sharma, Pawan Gupta and
Akshay Thakur. 

Additional Sessions Judge
(ASJ) of Patiala House courts
Satish Kumar Arora was hear-
ing a plea by one of the four
death-row convicts in the case.
“This case presents a scenario

when convicts were given the
opportunity to file mercy, but
only one availed the opportu-
nity. There might be delay tac-
tics. For how long will this go

on? Had death warrant not
been issued, the convicts would
not have initiated using their
legal remedies,” the court said. 

Distraught over the hang-

ing of his 23-year-old daugh-
ter’s rapists-murderers being
further delayed due to the
legalities, her father hoped that
the convicts will not escape the

gallows. His comments came
after the President rejected the
mercy plea of Mukesh.

“We are happy that the
chances of them getting hanged
have increased. We are assured
that as soon as they file mercy
pleas they will be rejected,” he
said, adding that the news of
the execution not happening
on January 22 had disheartened
them but Friday’s develop-
ments have ignited their hope.

Incidentally, Delhi
Lieutenant Governor Anil
Baijal’s office had sent Mukesh’s
mercy petition to the Ministry
of Home Affairs (MHA) on
Thursday, a day after the Delhi
Government recommended its
rejection.

“The MHA has forwarded
the mercy petition of Mukesh
to the President. The Ministry
has reiterated the recommen-
dation of the Lieutenant
Governor of Delhi for its rejec-
tion,” a Home Ministry official
said on Friday morning.

Meanwhile, denying the
Delhi Government’s role in
delaying the hanging of the
Nirbhaya case convicts, Chief
Minister Arvind Kejriwal on
Friday said the victim’s moth-
er is being “misguided” and
accused BJP leader and I&B
Minister Prakash Javadekar of
politicising the matter.

Kejriwal, who is the AAP’s
national convener, told
reporters that whatever respon-
sibilities the Delhi Government
had, it had finished them with-
in a few hours. 

“We sent the mercy peti-
tion within hours, so the Delhi

Government has no role in
delaying the hanging of the
convicts,” he said.

Six people — Mukesh,
Vinay Sharma, Akshay Kumar
Singh, Pawan Gupta, Ram
Singh and a juvenile — were
named as accused in the bru-
tal gangrape and murder of
Nirbhaya. The trial of the five
adult men began in a special
fast-track court in March 2013
while the juvenile was tried by
juvenile justice board, and is
now free.

The prime accused, Ram
Singh, committed suicide by
hanging himself in Tihar jail
days after the trial began. The
juvenile, who was said to be the
most brutal of the attackers,
was put in a correctional home
for three years. He was released
in 2015 and sent to an undis-
closed location amid concerns
over a threat to his life. 

The juvenile, when
released, was 20 years old.
Mukesh, Vinay, Akshay and
Pawan were convicted and 
sentenced to death in
September 2013.

Meanwhile, Sandeep
Goyal, Director General,  Delhi
Prisons, denied charges made
by Vinay’s lawyer that he had
tried to end his life. 

“Vinay was slightly unwell
and he was attended by prison
doctors and his health condi-
tion is normal. However, he
sometimes refuses to have meal
and jail wardens keep a watch
on him. All four the convicts
are under round the clock
watch in the executions cell,”
said Goyal. 

	���� ��������	

The Centre on Friday clari-
fied to the States opposing

the National Population
Register exercise that their
concerns about the nature of
questions in the NPR format
was unwarranted saying it was
not mandatory to answer some
newly-introduced questions.
No official from the West
Bengal Government attended
the meeting, an official said.

Congress-ruled Rajasthan
and some other Opposition-
ruled States raised these con-
cerns at a day-long conference
convened by the Union Home
Ministry to discuss the modal-
ities to be adopted during the
House listing phase of the
Census 2021 and the NPR to be
carried out from April 1 to
September 30. 

Rajasthan Chief Secretary
DB Gupta said he and the rep-
resentatives of a few other
States raised objections to a few
questions to be asked by enu-
merators to people during the
NPR exercise. “We said certain

questions in NPR are imprac-
tical, like questions related to
the birth place of parents.
There are many people in the
country who even don’t know
what was their birth place. I
don’t know what is the purpose
of such questions and we
demanded in the meeting to
remove such questions,” Gupta
told reporters after the meeting.

He said the Central
Government officials told them
that answers to all such ques-
tions are not mandatory but
voluntary and no one is going
to force anyone to reply any
question. “They said such ques-
tions were asked earlier also
and this time they have just
linked with an individual’s
place of birth with his or her
parent’s place of birth. But
they said answer to this ques-
tion is not mandatory,” he said.

Continued on Page 4
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Onion is turning out to be a
tear-jerker for the Modi

Government. 
First it was the scarcity of

onions that gave headache to
the Government. Now, it’s the
other way round. The
Government is grappling to
find a way to dispose of huge
quantity of onions it imported
from Turkey, Egypt and Iran. 

The States have refused to
accept the imported onions
because they don’t excite the
domestic taste buds. A drop in
the price of the desi variant has
also posed a challenge to
imported onions. 

The Modi Government has

now approached Maldives,
Nepal and Sri Lanka to sell
these onions at “no profit no
loss” basis. The Government
has made a similar request to
Bangladesh. 

According to Department
of Consumer Affairs, over
20,000 tonnes imported onions

are available in the stock. In the
retail market, onion is being
sold between �40 and �60 a kg.

Officials of the Department
of Consumer Affairs said talks
are being held with Nepal, Sri
Lanka and Maldives to sell the
commodity. Indian missions
have been directed to per-
suade these countries to buy
onions from India as arrival of
desi onions has increased. India
is the main supplier of onions
to these countries. 

According to officials, a
business delegation of
Bangladesh is in India and the
Government has asked acting
Bangladesh High
Commissioner Rokebul Haque
to buy the imported onions.
India had earlier imposed ban
on onion export to Bangladesh
to ease rising prices of the
domestic onions at domestic
markets. 

Continued on Page 4
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The Bodo insurgent group
National Democratic Front

of Boroland (NDFB) on Friday
signed a tripartite agreement
with the Centre and the Assam
Government for suspension of
operations. According to the
pact, the NDFB under the
leadership of its “president” B
Saoraigwra will abjure vio-
lence and join in peace talks
with the Government. 

Active members of the
NDFB, including Saoraigwra,
were brought back from
Myanmar on January 11.

Top leaders, including
Saoraigwra, its “general secre-
tary”, “commander-in-chief ”
and “finance secretary” were
part of the group, an official
said. The group carried 25
weapons, more than 50 maga-
zines, more than 900 assorted
ammunition and communica-
tion equipment with them.
Four family members also
accompanied the group.

Saoraigwra’s group was
active in Myanmar and is only
active Bodo insurgent group
operating in Assam seeking a
separate Bodo state. 

Continued on Page 4
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Mountaineers, soldiers
posted in extreme

regions, winter sports enthusi-
asts, and those visiting/living in
snow-bound area at high-alti-
tudes like Siachen or Ladkah
have now an on-site treatment
available for frostbites — a
medical condition involving
damage to skin and tissues due
to extreme cold. 

Scientists from the Institute
of Nano Science and
Technology (INST) in Mohali,
an autonomous institution
under the Department of
Science & Technology (DST),
Defence Institute of High
Altitude Research (DIAR),
DRDO and Panjab University
have developed a cold-stable
spray gel “Nano-Spray Gel”
that could be administered on-
site for the immediate treat-
ment of frostbite injuries. If

frostbite is not treated prompt-
ly, it can lead to gangrene and
amputation of the affected
limbs.

The innovation of Nano-
Spray Gel, which is a combi-
nation of NSAID (painkiller
and anti-inflammatory) and
clotbuster drugs (thrombolyt-
ic) for rapid relief and effective
management of frostbite injury,
has been published in the peer
reviewed journal “American
Chemical Society Biomaterials
Science & Engineering”. 

Frostbite can occur when
the skin is exposed to a tem-
perature of 0°C (32°F) or lower.
It can be difficult to get treat-
ed quickly in remote, snow-
bound areas. This is also a seri-
ous medical problem for the
armed forces operating in
snow-bound areas at high alti-
tudes like Siachen, Ladhak and
so on, said lead author Kalpesh
Vaghasiya from INST.

He said that the spray gel
has been prepared using
heparin, an anticoagulant that
improves blood flow by reduc-
ing clotting and aiding in blood
vessel repair. The researchers
packaged heparin into lipo-
somes — lipid carriers, thus

helping deliver the anticoagu-
lant deep inside the skin.

Then they embedded the
heparin-loaded liposomes in a
sprayable hydrogel that also
contained ibuprofen (a
painkiller and anti-inflamma-
tory drug) and propylene gly-

col, which helped keep the
spray from freezing at very low
temperatures. 

The researchers tested the
spray gel on rats with frostbite,
and found that the treatment
completely healed the injuries
within 14 days. In comparison,
untreated injuries were only
about 40 per cent healed, while
wounds treated with an antibi-
otic cream were about 80 per
cent healed. 

The spray reduced levels of
inflammatory cytokines at the
wound site and in the blood
circulation, which likely accel-
erated healing, the study
‘ He p a r i n - E n c a p s u l a t e d
Metered-Dose Topical “Nano-
Spray Gel” Liposomal
Formulation Ensures Rapid
On-Site Management of
Frostbite Injury by
Inflammatory Cytokines
Scavenging’ said.

Continued on Page 4
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Minutes after the Punjab
Vidhan Sabha passed a

resolution against the BJP-led
Central Government’s
Citizenship (Amendment) Act
on Friday, Chief Minister Capt
Amarinder Singh declared that
the border State will join Kerala
in challenging the newly-
amended law in the apex court.

Describing the controver-
sial legislation as ‘inherently
discriminatory’ and a negation
of the very secular fabric on
which the Constitution of India
is based, the Punjab Assembly
adopted, by voice vote, a hard-
hitting resolution seeking
immediate repeal of the uncon-
stitutional Citizenship
Amendment Act, 2019 (CAA),
which the Chief Minister Capt
Amarinder Singh compared
with the ethnic and religious
cleansing of Hitler’s Germany. 

Clearly, no lessons had
been learnt from history, said

a visibly anguished Chief
Minister during the discus-
sion on the resolution, which
also urged the Centre to put on
hold the work on the National
Population Register (NPR), till
forms or documents associat-
ed with it are amended suitably,
in order to allay apprehensions
that it is a prelude to the
National Register of Citizens
(NRC) and designed to deprive
a section of persons from citi-
zenship of India and imple-
ment CAA.

“Like Kerala, the
Government will approach the
Supreme Court on the issue,”
said Capt Amarinder while
talking with the media after the
conclusion of the two-day spe-
cial Assembly session.

He said that the Centre
would have to make the nec-
essary amendments to CAA if
it had to be implemented in
Punjab and other States oppos-
ing the legislation.

Continued on Page 4
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Aspecial POCSO court on
Friday awarded capital

punishment to a man for rap-
ing and killing a six-year-old
girl in the old city area here
after an expeditious trial that
took just a little over four
months. 

Protection of Children
from Sexual Offences
(POCSO) Act Special judge
Arvind Mishra said the case
falls into the “rarest of rare” cat-
egory because of the manner in
which the crime was commit-
ted and therefore the convict,
Bablu alias Arfat, deserved no
less than death sentence.

The judge referred the case
file to the high court for con-
firmation of the sentence.

The court said that the
convict shall be hanged till
death. 

The court also imposed a
fine of Rs 40,000 on the convict
and the amount will be hand-
ed over to the mother of the
victim girl.

The incident took place on
September 15, 2019. The con-
vict Bablu was said to be an

uncle of the victim. The girl’s
body was recovered from
under the bed of the convict in
his house. 

“The convict committed
the crime only to satisfy his
lust,” the judge said.

In the verdict, the court
said that the convict had allured
the girl with toffee and took her
to his house. 

He raped her there and
then he tried to slit her throat.
Later, he strangulated her to
death, the verdict said.

“The girl would call the
convict ‘Mamu (maternal
uncle)’,” mentioned the court in
the judgment.

“The convict has com-
mitted the rape and murder
in such a manner that if he
was not awarded death penal-
ty, it would have adverse
impact on the society,” the
court added.

Earlier, additional district
government counsel (ADGC)
Naveen Tripathi and special
public prosecutor Abhisekh
Upadhyay had demanded cap-
ital sentence for the convict,
arguing that the case fell into
the rarest of rare category. 
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In a major breakthrough, the
Anti-Terrorists Squad (ATS)

of Uttar Pradesh Police nabbed
dreaded Jaish-e-Mohammed
terrorist and Mumbai serial
blasts convict Dr Jalish Ansari
who jumped his parole from
Mumbai and was trying to
flee to Nepal through Uttar
Pradesh border.

Director General of Police
OP Singh disclosed that the
missing terrorist, who is serv-
ing life term in Ajmer jail in
Rajasthan, was arrested from
Faithfulganj area of Kanpur
City on Friday afternoon. 

He said that the terrorist,
who was involved in the
Mumbai serial blasts of 1993
along with other terror attacks,
was going to his native
Amardova village in Sant Kabir
Nagar district of UP and then
would have escaped to Nepal.

“The police recovered Rs
47,780 in cash, his Aadhaar
card, a mobile phone and a
pocket diary from the posses-
sion of the terrorist,” the DGP
said. 

Dr Ansari was released on
parole for 21 days on
December 28, 2019 and had to
return to jail on January 17. But
on Thursday, Ansari did not go
to Agtipara police station in
Mumbai to register his atten-
dance between 1000 hours to
1200 hours and his relatives
said that they did not know

about his whereabouts.
Thereafter, a red alert was

sounded and the Mumbai
police contacted their UP
counterpart at 10 pm on
Thursday as it was believed that
he could be in the state and go
to his native place. The dread-
ed terrorist was involved in
more than 50 terror incidents
in the country, including the
Rajdhani Express, Pune and
Mumbai serial blasts and other
attacks.

Dr Ansari had obtained
MBBS degree from Mumbai in
1882 and later came in touch
with Abdul Karim Tunda to
manufacture explosives. He is
said to be an expert in TNT
and time bomb. 

Dr Ansari was being
brought to Lucknow from
Kanpur and would be sent to
Mumbai by air to lodge him
back in jail.
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Swatantra Dev Singh was
elected unopposed as the

president of Uttar Pradesh unit
of Bharatiya Janata Party.

BJP national general sec-
retary and central observer
Bhupendra Yadav announced
the name of the new elected
state president here on Friday.

Chief Minister Yogi
Adityanath was among the
first to greet Swatantra Dev
Singh for being elected as the
president of the BJP’s UP unit.
Singh was the only candidate
who had filed nomination
paper for the post of UP BJP
president on Thursday and the
formal announcement of his
election was made on Friday. 

Singh was appointed pres-
ident of UP BJP on July 19,
2019. Later, addressing the
party workers, Yogi Adityanath
said the BJP would gain from
the leadership of Singh. 

“He is a multi-dimension-
al leader. He has vast experi-
ence in the organisation and he
has excelled. When he was
made minister in the govern-
ment, he did exceptional work,”
the chief minister said.

Yogi said that as state pres-
ident, Singh would give new
direction to the party and will
take BJP to new heights.
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Amid the raging controversy
over the Citizenship

(Amendment) Act, Lok Sabha
Speaker Om Birla said that citi-
zenship was a subject of the
Centre as per the Constitution of
India and all state governments
would have to implement the new
citizenship law passed by both
Houses of Parliament in
December last year.  

Birla also said the unlimited
rights of state assembly speakers
on anti-defections law were like-
ly to be curtailed as courts had
made adverse comments on the
conduct of speakers of several state
assemblies on the disqualification
of MLAs.

Kerala and Punjab state
assemblies have passed resolutions
against the implementation of the
CAA while other opposition-
ruled state have announced that
they would not implement the new
citizenship law. 

“The rights and subjects of the
Centre and the states are clearly
defined in the Constitution. The
states can enact legislation on the
subjects listed in the State List
while the Centre alone can enact
laws on the subjects listed in
Central List of the Constitution.
Both states and the Centre can
enact a legislation on subjects
mentioned in the Concurrent
List,” the Lok Sabha Speaker said
here on Friday.

The CAA provides for grant-
ing citizenship to the persecuted
minority communities like Hindu,
Sikh, Jain, Buddhist, Parsi and
Christian from Pakistan,
Bangladesh and Afghanistan.
Exclusion of Muslims from these
three countries has caused the con-
troversy and sparked nation-wide
protests.

“The issue of curtailing the
unlimited rights of the presiding
officers (speakers) of the state
assemblies was discussed during
the Dehradun conference of the
presiding officers in 2018. A com-
mittee headed by PC Joshi,
Speaker of the Rajasthan
Assembly, is looking into the mat-
ter and as soon as the report is
received, efforts will be made for
consensus among all the speakers
of the state assemblies for curtail-
ing the unlimited rights of the pre-
siding officers of the state assem-
blies,” Om Birla said. 

He said the idea behind cur-
tailing the powers of the speakers
was seamless and meaningful
conduct of the proceedings of the
legislature. He said another com-
mittee headed by UP Assembly
Speaker HN Dikshit was working
on ways and means to end the fre-
quent disruptions leading to
adjournment of the proceedings of
the legislature.  

“If consensus is arrived at,
rules will be framed for dealing
with the disruptions in the House,”
he said.

The Lok Sabha Speaker said a
conference of the presiding officers
of state assemblies and parliamen-
tary affairs ministers would also be
organised soon and the report of
the three committees would be
placed in the conference for reach-
ing a consensus on the findings of
the committees.

Om Birla said the research and
reference wing of the Lok Sabha
secretariat, in association with
the state assemblies, was working
on a project for digitisation of the
records of the proceedings of
Parliament and state assemblies so
that the entire record was available
on one platform to the people. He
said records of 40 lakh debates of

the Lok Sabha had so far been digi-
tised and the work was likely to be
completed by the end of the 2020.

The Lok Sabha Speaker said
for ensuring accountability of the
executive towards the legislature,
a conference of the chairpersons
of Public Accounts Committees
(PAC) of all legislatures would be
held next year. He said the mem-
bers of the PACs of all state
assemblies would also attend the
conference apart from economists
and experts.

He said the idea behind the
conference was to ensure proper
utilisation of budgetary grants so
as to benefit the common man.

“The Commonwealth
Parliamentary Association (CPA)
meeting also decided that for
capacity building of the elected
representatives, regular training
programme for MLAs will be
organised by the Lok Sabha secre-
tariat in next three years. Similar
programmes are also proposed to
be organised for the other elected
representatives of urban local
bodies and three-tier panchayat
institutions so that they conduct
their affairs in more organised
manner after debate over the bud-
get and its utilisation,” Birla said.
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In a sensational killing, a
junior engineer of Uttar

Pradesh Power Corporation
Limited was killed in Mathura
while in another incident, a
temple priest was shot dead in
Chitrakoot.

The sensational killing of
the UPPCL junior engineer
took place near Chandrawali
cold storage under Yamunapar
police station late Thursday
night, police said on Friday. 

Deputy Inspector General
of Police Shalabh Mathur said
that unidentified assailants
shot dead Pradeep Kumar
(35), a junior engineer of
UPPCL. The JE was returning
to his residence from Panigaon
power sub-station after his
duty on his motorcycle when
the assailants stopped him
near Chandrawali cold storage
and shot him dead. 

The DIG said it was
unlikely to be a case of loot as
Pradeep’s belongings, includ-
ing his motorcycle, laptop and

purse, were found at the crime
scene. The deceased was trans-
ferred from Agra to Mathura,
just six months back. 

The DIG said that inves-
tigation was underway and
several police teams had been
formed to nab the assailants.

However, due to the mur-
der, the power employees in
the district are annoyed and
they could soon announce an
agitation demanding security.

The junior engineer was
transferred from his home
town Agra to Mathura around
five months ago, a power
department official said.
Pradeep is survived by his wife
and two children. 

In another incident in
Chitrakoot, a temple priest
was allegedly shot dead by
motorcycle-borne assailants
while his driver sustained
injuries, police said on Friday.  

According to Chitrakoot
Superintendent of Police Ankit
Mittal, the priest of Balaji tem-
ple in town, Mahant Arjundas
(46), and his driver Ashish

Tiwari were shot by unidenti-
fied motorcycle-borne
assailants on Thursday night.

The SP said, “Around 9 pm
on Thursday, Arjundas and his
driver Ashish Tiwari were shot
at by two unidentified motor-
cycle-borne assailants in
Ramghat. They were returning
from a meeting with the
Mahant of Nirmohi Akhara on
a motorcycle.” 

He added that two bullets
hit Arjundas on his head,
while the driver sustained a
bullet injury on his hand. Both
were admitted to a government
hospital where the priest was
pronounced brought dead,
Mittal said. He said that two
persons, had been detained in
the case, and were being inter-
rogated while a search was on
for the assailants.

There was a dispute in a
local court between the slain
priest and Mangaldas, anoth-
er priest in the temple, over
priesthood duties, the SP said,
adding that the matter was
being investigated. 

Meanwhile in Ballia, the
police have registered a case
against three persons, includ-
ing the priest of a temple, for
allegedly beating a Dalit man,
officials said on Friday. 

“On the basis of a com-
plaint filed by the wife of the
Dalit man, Dharmendra (30),
a case was registered on Friday
against three persons including
the priest of a temple. The man
was beaten up on January 10,
and the matter is being inves-
tigated,” SHO Phephna
Shashimauli Pandey said. The
case has been registered under
SCand ST (Prevention of
Atrocities) Act and various
sections of the IPC. According
to Dharmendra, he was beat-
en up by the temple priest and
two others at Maldepur village.
The priest had allegedly told
Dharmendra that he could
not sit in the temple,
Dharmendra told reporters
here on Friday. He also claimed
that he sustained injuries on his
legs and was admitted to the
district hospital.
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Uttar Pradesh Congress
president, Ajay Kumar

`Lallu’ on Friday targeted the
Bharatiya Janata Party’s gov-
ernment in Centre and in
Uttar Pradesh, saying there
was 45 per cent increase in sui-
cides by farmers since the
coming of National
Democratic Alliance (NDA)
government in 2014. 

Interestingly the UPCC
president made the attack
minutes after Chief Minister
Yogi Adityanath said due to
the “apathy” of previous gov-
ernments in the state, farm-
ers were forced to commit
suicide but the situation had
changed for the better under
the BJP rule. 

Yogi Adityanath made
this claim while addressing a
meet of progressive farmers
here on Friday. 

“There was everything in
the state earlier but due to
the apathy of the previous
governments, the farmers
were in a pitiable condition.
They were committing sui-
cide and were thinking of
whether to continue with
farming or not. In two years,
we were able to bring a lot of
change,” Yogi said.

Contradicting the chief
minister’s claims, the UPCC
president Lalu said that the
government’s official figure
confirmed that 35 farmers
were committing suicide
daily in the country and that
an increase of 45 percent in

suicide by farmers had been
reported since coming of
BJP government in 2014.

The UPCC chief said
that the agriculture develop-
ment rate, which was 3.6 per
cent during the United
Progressive Alliance regime,
had dipped to 1.9 per cent in
the NDA’s tenure, which was
the  lowest  s ince
Independence. 

Similarly, he said, rural
income was 17.6 percent in
UPA’s regime and it had
come down to 6.6 percent in
NDA’s tenure. 

The UPCC chief raised
the issues of non-payment of
cane dues  by  the  Yogi
Adityanath government and
accused it of cheating the
farmers by making false elec-

tion promise of doubling
their agriculture income. 

He said that BJP was just
facilitating its industrialist
friends by waiving their over
1.75 lakh crore loans where-
as during UPA’s regime, they
waived Rs 1.25 lakh crore
agriculture loans of farmers
so that they could get some
relief. 

Lallu appealed to Yogi
Adityanath to stop cheating
the farmers and take some
concrete steps to increase
their incomes, minimise the
prices of fertiliser, pesticides
etc, clear their pending
arrears and take measures to
waive farmers’ loans so that
they could freely work and
contribute in agricultural
production of the country.
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The two-day seventh confer-
ence of Commonwealth

Parliamentary Association’s India
Region on ‘Role of Legislators’
concluded here on Friday.  Thirty-
five delegates from various
branches of CPA India Region
and also from Australia and
South East Asia Region partici-
pated in the event. Besides sever-
al ministers, as many as 270
members of UP Vidhan Sabha
and Vidhan Parishad attended the
two-day conference.  

Addressing the valedictory
function, UP Governor
Anandiben Patel said that the
nature of the legislatures had
changed over the years.

“The legislature is not only
doing the work of law-making
but is also at the forefront of the
economic and social change. The
role of people’s representatives as
members of the legislative bod-
ies has also undergone sea

change,” Patel said. 
“Legislators are judged on the

basis of their works and actions
in and outside the House. They
are thus expected to understand
social problems and play a lead-
ing role in their redressal through
legislatures and Parliament. As
the people’s representatives, it is
necessary that they use parlia-
mentary traditions, rules and
procedures in such a way that the
development work and the wel-
fare of the public is ensured,” she
added. 

Thanking the delegates for
their lively and meaningful par-
ticipation in the deliberations of
the conference, Lok Sabha
Speaker Om Birla, in his valedic-
tory address, said that such
exchange of ideas and experiences
helped in consolidating and
strengthening democracy by
overcoming challenges faced by
legislators. 

Birla underlined that legisla-
tive institutions were credible

platforms for highlighting the
concerns, hopes and aspirations
of the common people, which
should be effectively voiced by
their representatives on the floor
of the House.   

Referring to the first plenary
of the conference viz. ‘capacity
building of legislators for scruti-
nising budgetary proposals’, Birla
said that the legislatures should
act as a watchdog on the finan-
cial accountability of the execu-
tive. 

“For this, it is necessary that
they have a better understanding
of financial terminology and
budgetary processes,” he added.

On the second plenary on
‘enhancing focus of legislators on
legislative business’, Birla said
that legislators should use all
available procedural devices
effectively.   He suggested that
state legislatures should also
consider conducting briefing
sessions on legislative business
during the sessions on the pat-

tern introduced by the Lok
Sabha.

Thanking the delegates, UP
Assembly Speaker Hriday
Narayan Dikshit said that the
mandate of legislators had
increased with the changing
times. He said that legislators
should understand that knowl-
edge and experience were impor-
tant for performing their work. 

Dikshit, however, cautioned
the legislators that mere reading
of the Constitution or the rules
of the business of the proceedings
of the assembly was not enough.
“It is important that legislators
participate in the proceedings of
the House regularly and articu-
late their views in a dignified
manner,” he said, adding that leg-
islators should look at the House
with a sense of respect and ded-
ication. 

Earlier on Friday, the confer-
ence took up discussion on
enhancing focus of legislators on
legislative business. Delivering the

keynote address, Union Minority
Affairs Minister Mukhtar Abbas
Naqvi said that legislators were pri-
marily required to engage in law-
making and therefore they must be
able to identify a policy issue,
potential legislative options to
address that issue and consult rel-
evant stakeholders. Ensuring the
accountability of the executive is
also one of the core functions of
the legislature.  To perform these
legislative responsibilities, it is
imperative that legislators have
access to sector-specific research
support, he said.  

The CPA India Region,
which was earlier a part of CPA
Asia Region, became an indepen-
dent region from September 7,
2004.  The India Region of CPA
consists of the India Union
Branch (Parliament of India)
and 36 states/Union Territories
branches. Such conferences of the
CPA India Region are held once
in two years and the sixth confer-
ence was held in 2018 in Patna.
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Lucknow (PNS): Amidst rapid modernisation
of technology in the law enforcing system, Uttar
Pradesh police would once again go back to age-
old beat policing system.  The system, which was
initially kicked off in 100 police stations of the state
on Thursday, would now further spread to one
police station each of 50 more districts of the state.

“To improve law and order situation and crime
control, beat policing system has already been intro-
duced in 100 police stations of the state on the direc-
tion of DGP OP Singh on Thursday,” said an offi-
cial communiqué of  the state government on
Friday. The release said that the exercise was part
of a pilot project of the DGP to re-start tradition-
al policing system. 

According to the release,  the beat police sys-
tem started on Thursday in two police stations of
each range headquarter districts like Lucknow,
Faizabad, Kanpur, Jhansi, Agra, Aligarh, Meerut,
Saharanpur, Bareilly, Moradabad, Varanasi,
Mirzapur, Azamgarh, Gorakhpur, Basti, Devipatan,
Prayagraj, Chitrakoot, along with Ghaziabad,
Noida, Muzaffarnagar, Bijnor, Sitapur, Mathura, and
Jaunpur.  Besides, in at least 50 other  districts  of
the state, directions have been given to immedi-
ately introduce the beat policing system in one
police station of the district. 

At least 40 per cent of police strength of the
police station selected under this project wil be
engaged in beat policing.  The cops deployed for
beat will not be engaged in law or crime control
related duties and the cops will be equipped with
a CUG mobile phone having internet data, small
arm, wireless set and a official two-wheeler. The
deployment will be made in consultation with the
local lekhpals to avoid jurisdictional dispute.
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With the aim of doubling
the income of farmers in

the next three years, Chief
Minister Yogi Adityanath said
the goal of his government was
to open Farmer Producer
Organisations (FPOs) in all
gram panchayats so that farm-
ers could get an easy market at
their doorsteps.

“The FPOs will be opened
in all blocks of the state in the
first phase, nyay panchayats in
the second phase and in all vil-
lage panchayats in the third
phase. So far 336 FPOs have
been opened. Through them,
there will be a big change in the
agriculture sector,” Yogi said
while addressing a conference
of progressive farmers in the
Lok Bhawan auditorium here
on Friday. The chief minister
said that Uttar Pradesh had all
the resources but due to the
apathy of the previous govern-
ments, the farmers were in a
pitiable condition. 

“The farmers were com-
mitting suicide and were not
ready to continue with farming.
In two years, we have been able
to bring in a lot of change,” he
said. “We waived crop loans of
up to Rs 1 lakh of small and
marginal farmers during the
first cabinet meeting and gave
relief to potato farmers through
market intervention scheme.
Paddy and wheat were pro-
cured in record quantity at
minimum support price (MSP)
and the money was transferred
to farmers’ accounts within 72
hours. So far, Rs 11,594.18
crore has been sent to the
accounts of about 1.83 crore
farmers under the Kisan
Mandhan Yojana,” he said.

The chief minister said
that during the previous gov-
ernments, the payment of sug-
arcane farmers was stopped.
“The mills were getting closed
and being sold. We paid a
record Rs 82,000 crore and
opened new mills. Today 121
sugar mills are running instead
of 116 in the state. Old sugar
mills are being modernised
and their capacity expanded.
There is clear instruction to the
mill owners that as long as

there is sugarcane in the
farmer’s field, the mills should
function. This is the reason
why the mills kept running till
mid-June in the last crushing
season,” he said.

The chief minister said
that to increase the income of
farmers, the emphasis is on
maximum production at min-
imum cost. “That is why the
efficient modes of irrigation,
drip and sprinkler, are being
made mandatory with boring
schemes given on grant.
Agricultural investment is
being provided on time.
Through the Krishi Vigyan
Kendras and agricultural uni-
versities, farmers are being
informed about the latest meth-
ods of farming. The results of
all this is in front of us, he said.

Lok Sabha Speaker Om
Birla, who was the chief guest,
called for a change in the sys-
tem so that farm production in
the country could get interna-
tional branding. “The Centre
as well as the UP government
have taken several steps to

double the income of the farm-
ers but if the farmers get inter-
national branding of their pro-
duce, they will be more bene-
fited,” he said.

Birla said that while the
UP government had taken
several steps to benefit the
farmers, the Centre had
already made 2022 as the year
to hit the target of doubling the
farmers income. “But as every-
one knows that agriculture
requires hard labour, technol-
ogy is needed for minimising
this labour and also to increase
the yield as well as the farmers’
income,” he said.  

Talking about water scarci-
ty in Bundelkhand region,
which has been raised by Lok
Sabha members frequently,
Birla said the Yogi Adityanath
government was trying to solve
the decade-old issue and sev-
eral schemes had been
launched there.

“The government has
launched innovative schemes
to address the farmers’ woes
and in coming days we are

expected to get good results,”
he added.

Welcoming the guests,
UP’s Agriculture Minister
Surya Pratap Shahi lauded the
chief minister’s commitment
towards the interest of farmers. 

Shahi said that it was a
result of Yogi’s commitment
that record procurement of
paddy and wheat was made at
minimum support prices
(MSP) and record cane pay-
ment was also made. “For the
two consecutive years, UP has
remained at number one posi-
tion in the entire country in
terms of food production. The
state’s agricultural growth rate
is at a record rate of 11.5 per
cent,” he added.

On the occasion, the Lok
Sabha speaker and the chief
minister laid the foundation
stone of Krishi Vigyan Kendra
of Amroha and five Kisan
Kalyan Kendras of Hardoi and
Barabanki. On the occasion,
acceptance letter of FPO was
given to many progressive
farmers.
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The house of Pradeep
Mishra, a resident of Vikas

Nagar was burgled some time
between January 5 and 16. He
lodged a complaint at the
Vikas Nagar police station on
Friday morning stating thieves
barged into his house by cut-
ting open the grill of windows
and took away cash and 
valuables. 

He said in the complaint
that the theft was committed
probably between January 5
and 16 as he had gone out of
the city on official assignment. 

He came to know about
the theft when he came back at
10.30 pm on Thursday.  He
noticed that the lock of the
main gate was broken and
grill of the front windows were
cut open. The rooms were in
a messed-up condition and
locks of the almirahs were
broken. Cash and valuables
worth lakhs were missing.
Mishra, who works as a clerk
in the State Bank of India,
failed to state the amount of
money stolen.
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Ateenager was found dead
and his body was recov-

ered from the community well
of Narsingh Deen village on
Friday morning. He was iden-
tified as Rohit (18), who was a
resident of Raipur village under
Gosainganj police station.
There was no external injury
marks and he was suspected to
be strangled to death. Police
said the post-mortem report
was awaited.

Rohit had mysteriously
gone missing from his house on
Thursday afternoon. His father
Sone Lal became worried when
Rohit did not return home till
late evening. He, along with
neighbours and relatives, start-
ed searching him, but in vain.
Later, he lodged a police com-
plaint stating his son had gone
missing.

Investigating officer BP
Singh, accompanied by Rohit’s
father and locals, went out to
search for him.  A farmer, who
reached the community well in
Narsingh Deen village to fetch

water, spotted a body and
raised an alarm. Police reached
the spot and fished out the
body. The bereaved father
lodged another complaint
alleging that Rohit was killed
elsewhere and the body thrown
into the community well.
However, he failed to name any
suspect or motive for murder.
The police registered a case
against unidentified accused.
They claimed that investigation

was on and the case would be
worked out soon.
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A youth identified as

Jitendra Kumar Rawat (25),
who was a resident of Takrohi
village under Indira Nagar
police station, committed sui-
cide by hanging himself from
the ceiling of the room. No sui-
cide note was found from his
room. He was living with his
elder brother Babu Rawat. He
was home alone when he took
the extreme step.

The police said that other
family members had left the
house  on Thursday evening to
attend a function but Babu did
not accompany them and
stayed back with Jitendra. Next
morning, he also left for his
work at 9 am, leaving his broth-
er alone. When he came back
to the house for lunch, he was
surprised to see Jitendra hang-
ing from the ceiling of the
room. He told the police that
his brother was cheerful and
also helped him in preparing
lunch in the morning.
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Lucknow University Vice-
Chancellor Alok Kumar Rai

called upon teachers for active
contribution to the greater
good of the institution. He
said every department should
start a YouTube channel doc-
umenting the lectures delivered
by invited dignitaries on several
topics and help in creating a
brand name for the university. 

Lucknow University
Teachers’ Association on Friday
organised a programne to wel-
come newly-appointed Vice-
Chancellor of Lucknow
University Alok Kumar Rai at
Malviya Hall.

While addressing the
teachers, the Vice-Chancellor
said he has plans to implement
accuracy, speed and trans-

parency in each and every
function of the university
administration via digitisation.
He appealed to all the faculty
members to enrol on UDRC,
which is LU’s digital connection
portal, as a part of this drive.

Rai said that his only goal
is to ensure the greater good of
the institution through the
every department and it could
be achieved through quality

education, teaching and
research. 

“I feel privilege to have
been appointed the Vice-
Chancellor of Lucknow
University and he is falling in
love with it,” he said.

“Every institute must have
a student-centric structured
framework and the first step to
achieve that is choice-based
credit system (CBCS) that is

fervently being worked on by
the authorities,” he added. 

Rai said this is among the
many such steps to be taken,
keeping in mind the welfare of
students. About LU’s excellent
academic record, he stressed on
how despite running primari-
ly traditional and convention-
al courses, the SCOPUS and
Web of Science citation index
of the university is higher than
several notable central univer-
sities. He also stressed on main-
taining a positive environment
in the university and ensuring
quick and efficient resolution of
conflicts. He appealed to teach-
ers to start having office hours
dedicated to all students will-
ing to seek help. He said 2,600
saplings will be planted on the
university campus on the occa-
sion of Republic Day.
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ALucknow University researcher and
programme officer of the Institute

of Wildlife Sciences has worked towards
reviving two wetlands of Lucknow.
Adesh Kumar said the work is being
done through community participation
for the last three years. Kumar said he
had to take permission from the depart-
ments concerned for the task and it was
challenging for him to carry out the
work. “I am carrying  out the task so that
we can meet the officials and tell them
what more can be done in this regard.
It has been a very challenging task and
I spent one year simply in convincing
the gram panchayat people that this 
needs to be done to help people in
future,” he said.

He said that community-based
conservation (CBC) and management
encompasses several core principles,
including involving communities in
decision-making, devolving control
over resource management, developing
community institutions for manage-
ment, incorporating traditional or local
knowledge, legitimising community
property rights, linking environment
and development objectives and pro-
viding incentives for conservation. He
said that the work was carried out under
the supervision of coordinator, Institute
of Wildlife Sciences (LU), Amita
Kanaujia. He said the condition of the
wetlands was very bad when he took up
the revival work. Behda pond at Itaunja
carried threats  such as fish cultivation
and excessive harvestation, soil-digging,
overgrazing near wetland area, use of
pesticides and non-biological fertilisers,
excessive draining for irrigation and
converting it to agricultural land, cul-
tivation along the marginal areas of wet-
land causing encroachment and reduc-

tion in water spread to the wetland.
Sakrain Jheel in Bichia Block (Unnao)
was witnessing  fish cultivation and
excessive harvestation, use of pesticides
and non-biological fertilisers, hunting
of birds, developmental and anthro-
pogenic activities, bird hunting, natur-
al weed eradication through fire, exces-
sive cultivation of water chestnut, cul-
tivation along the marginal areas of wet-
land causing encroachment and reduc-
tion in water spread to the wetland area.

He said these wetlands also wit-
nessed the poaching of birds which
came in large numbers. Experts said that
to prevent over exploitation, the need
was to promote sustainable use of
wetlands for fish and water chestnut
cultivation and irrigation purposes,
and prevent soil digging from wetlands.
“There are many dead pisces, birds and
reptiles found in wetlands so it should
be necessary to test water quality of all
wetlands, regular water quality assess-
ment, total ban on use of wetlands as
a dustbin for dumping of polluted
water and garbage of city, regular mon-
itoring for soil erosion or filling of wet-
lands. Fish seeds should be applied in
the wetlands with prior consultation of
Fisheries department,” the experts said.
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Lucknow (PNS): Lucknow
zoo will soon inaugurate two
new enclosures for tigers and
the leopards. Zoo director RK
Singh said the new enclosures
have been made as per inter-
national standards and norms
of Central Zoo Authority. “The
enclosures are required because
we are breeding the animals and
it is important that there should
be some space where these
animals can be kept,” he said.
The zoo director said they
found space for the new enclo-
sures near the old ones. The zoo
director said they have over 40
tigers, leopards and lions. He
said the enclosures have been
made of good quality and they
have tried to make the same
more habitat-friendly. “The
leopards’ enclosure is open
from above
since these
animals like
to live in
open spaces,”
he said,
adding five
e n c l o s u re s
were inaugu-
rated last
year. 

Meanwhile, the Postal
department has adopted
endangered wildlife to pro-
mote conservation of fauna
and popularise services of the
department of Posts. Chief
post master general, UP Circle,
Kaushalendra Kumar Sinha,
along with director of Postal
Services, Lucknow HQ Region,
Krishna Kumar Yadav, adopt-
ed a leopard and crocodile at
Lucknow zoo.

Sinha said that for the first
time in Uttar Pradesh, the
department of Posts has adopt-
ed endangered wildlife in the
zoo. “This initiative will give
wide publicity of postal services
to the zoo visitors,” he added. 

“The leopard has been
adopted for six months and
crocodile for one year,” he said.
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NBRI’s Annual Rose and
Gladiolus Show-2020 will

be held on January 18 and 19
at the Central Lawn, Botanic
Garden. Director-general of
CSIR (New Delhi) and DSIR
secretary Shekhar C Mande
will be the chief guest at the
prize distribution ceremony
on January 19. The show will
be open for public on January
18 from 2 pm to 6 pm and on
January 19 from 10 am to 
6 pm.
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Mastercard on Friday
brought the Team Cashless
India campaign to Uttar
Pradesh. The campaign aims to
engage with merchants and
consumers across the state to
create awareness about the
benefits of digital payments and
grow the acceptance infra-
structure. It is an important
step towards Mastercard’s stat-
ed commitment to equip 10
million merchants in India
with digital payments accep-
tance capabilities by 2020.
Under Team Cashless India,
Mastercard, in partnership with
cricketer Mahendra Singh
Dhoni, encourages everyone in
Uttar Pradesh to nominate one
or more merchants who cur-
rently do not accept digital pay-

ments. Mastercard will work
together with Confederation of
All India Traders (CAIT),
acquirer banks and fintech
companies to support nominat-
ed merchants to deploy digital
payments acceptance infra-
structure. People can make
their nominations via multiple
channels such as Microsite, or
a missed call, as per their con-
venience. The ripple effect of
nominations is expected to
create a pan India movement to
adopt digital payments. As a
part of the initiative,
Mastercard’s team will visit
popular markets in Lucknow
like Gomti Nagar, Kapoorthala,
Hazratganj and Alambagh to
interact with merchants and
share the importance, conve-
nience, safety and security of
digital payments. 
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India is going to play a vital

role in many interplanetary
and deep space missions in
future, said V Adimurthy from
Vikram Sarabhai Space Centre,
Thiruvananthapuram (Kerala),
at the inaugural of a special
‘Space Exhibition’, displayed by
ISRO at Regional Science City
on Friday. ISRO Telemetry,
Tracking and Command
Network and Indian Institute of
Remote Sensing, are organising
‘Vikram A Sarabhai Centenary
Celebration-2020’ in collabora-
tion with Regional Science City
from January 17 to 22. Director
of Indian Institute of Remote
Sensing (Dehradun) Prakash
Chauhan was the guest of hon-
our on the occasion. Adimurthy
joined Vikram Sarabhai Space
Centre in 1973 and he has been
a witness to various space mis-
sions in the past.  He present-
ed a glimpse of the
Chandrayaan-2 mission and
shared interesting information
with the audience. Vikram
Sarabhai was born on August
12, 1919, in Ahmedabad.  He is
considered the Father of the
Indian Space Programme as he
was instrumental in establish-
ing the Physical Research
Laboratory (PRL) and Indian
Institute of Management
(Ahmedabad). He created insti-
tutions like ATIRA, ECIL,
DARPAN academy among 
others.

�,��������
A five-member delegation,

led by Major General Andrei
Kozlov, Chief of the Directorate
of the Military Railway Service
of the Eastern Military District,
visited New Delhi on January 15.
During their visit in New Delhi,
they interacted with Director-
General of Ordnance Services
and Director-General of Services
Transport. The delegation visit-
ed prominent military logistics
installations —Army Base
Workshop and Central
Ordnance Depot in Agra — on
January 16 and 17. The delega-
tion was briefed about the mod-
ernised logistics installations
which provide important electri-
cal and technical equipment to
Indian Army. Before departing
to Delhi, the delegation also vis-
ited the places of historical sig-
nificance like Taj Mahal. They
were awestruck to witness the
beauty of the monument.
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‘Auto Expo – The Motor

Show’, the biggest biannual
extravaganza of India’s automo-
tive industry, is scheduled for
February 7-12 at India Expo
Mart in Greater Noida. The
inauguration ceremony will be
held on February 6. It has been
a launch pad for some of the
key brands marking their entry
in Indian market and unveiling
of exciting new products by the
existing brands. The theme of
this edition is  ‘Explore the
World of Mobility’, which res-
onates with the industry’s vision
and message of technology,
capability–for a safer, cleaner,
connected, bespoke and shared
mobility for tomorrow. For the
visitors, it will be an experience
of the mobility eco-system that
is evolving and unfolding every
day, offering newer and
enhanced solutions that are
future-ready.

New Delhi: Expelled BJP
MLA Kuldeep Singh Sengar,
sentenced to life imprisonment
for raping a minor girl in Unnao
in 2017, failed to get any inter-
im relief on Friday from the
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Ahead of the ‘Pariksha par
charcha’ programme to

be held in New Delhi’s
Talkatora Stadium on Jan 20
before the board exams, the
Uttar Pradesh government has
identified 183 meritorious stu-
dents who will have a meeting
with Prime Minister Narendra
Modi. The government
spokesman said that 183 mer-
itorious students had been
selected from the state through
an online competition to take

part in the ‘Pariksha par char-
cha’ programme.

Among these students are
Raunak Srivastava, son of e-
rickshaw driver Ravindra
Srivastava of Katghar mohal-
la of Jaunpur district. 

“I am an admirer of Prime
Minister Narendra Modi. Even
in my dreams I had not
thought of getting an oppor-
tunity to meet and talk to
him,” he told reporters here

Adarsh Mishra, a student
of Anju Gill Academy and son
of Arun Kumar Mishra of

Baksha Vikas Khand in
Sultanpur, said, “It had never
occurred to me while appear-
ing in the online essay compe-
tition on December 22, that I
will emerge victorious and
get an opportunity to meet
Prime Minister Narendra
Modi.”

“I had written an essay on
the subject ‘Gratitude is a
great quality’ in English in
which I talked about taking
meaningful steps to strength-
en the economy and other
things.”

Two meritorious female
students of Saraswati Vidya
Mandir in Sultanpur will also
take part in the programme.
Senior ‘acharya’ of the school,
Mahendra Kumar Tiwari, said
that in the English essay com-
petition, Niharika Srivastava of
Class 11 had written on the
subject, ‘Examining Exam,’
while Class 10 student Shreya
Mishra had written on the
subject, ‘Gratitude is Great.’

Niharika’s father Ajay
Srivastava is a headmaster in
a primary school while her

mother Reena is a housewife.
Mayank Tiwari of RLB

School in Lucknow said that
he always wanted to meet the
prime minister and this essay
competition has given him
that opportunity. 

Meenakshi Rani , whose
father is class IV employee in
Health department, said that
being in a group that will meet
the prime minister is a big
achievement for her. These
students will leave for New
Delhi by train on Friday 
night.
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Open Day celebrations of

the 27th International
Children’s Camp, hosted by
City Montessori School, were
held at Kanpur Road audito-
rium on Friday. CMS director
of strategy Roshan Gandhi
inaugurated the function by
lighting the lamp of learning.

At this grand function of
dance and music, young del-
egates of 13 countries made
cultural presentations of their
respective countries that kept
the audience glued to their
seats. Earlier, director of the
camp Sudipta Singh welcomed
the children and other digni-
taries.

Delhi High Court which
refused to suspend his sen-
tence and sought CBI’s
response on his appeal chal-
lenging the conviction. The
court also sought the victim’s
reply on Sengar’s appeal chal-
lenging his conviction and
imprisonment till remainder
of his natural life.

A bench of justices
Manmohan and Sangeeta
Dhingra Sehgal allowed
Sengar to deposit in 60 days
the fine amount of Rs 25
lakh, out of which Rs 10 lakh
will be released to the rape
survivor without any condi-
tion. During the hearing, the
court said it was not inclined
to suspend the sentence or
fine amount of Sengar as he is
an undertrial in other cases
also, after which his counsel
withdrew the application for
suspension of the sentence.

“Too much tragedy hap-
pened with the victim in this
case. In the facts of the case,
we are not inclined to suspend
the sentence. You have to pay
Rs 10 lakh to the victim.
There can be no condition to
it,” the bench said. “You can-
not be released because you
are an undertrial in other
cases also in which trial is
going on. You have a judge-
ment of trial court against you,
you are a convict today, you

have to be in custody. The pre-
sumption of innocence does
not lie to you today. You have
been in jail only for one and
a half years. We are not sus-
pending the sentence,” it said.
Sengar’s advocate claimed he
does not have money to
deposit the fine amount as he
was the sole earning member
in the family, has two daugh-
ters of marriageable age.

He said he was facing dif-
ficulty in arranging Rs 25
lakh and the trial court had
only given him time till
January 20 to deposit the
amount and urged the court
that the time be extended. The
counsel for CBI said Sengar’s
wife was also a public servant
and he should first pay Rs 10
lakh as directed by the trial
court to the rape survivor and
rest Rs 15 lakh is to be
deposited with the court. The
bench has now posted the
appeal for May 4 in the cate-
gory of ‘regular matters’.

Sengar has sought quash-
ing of the December 16, 2019
judgement of the trial court
which convicted him. He has
also sought setting aside of the
December 20 order sentenc-
ing him to imprisonment till
remainder of his life. The
trial court had convicted the
54-year-old Sengar under var-
ious provisions. PTI
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IGNOU has launched
Diploma in Modern Office

Practice (DMOP). The pro-
gramme has combined conven-
tional practices of secretaries
and office assistants’ job with
computer-aided management
techniques. Secretaries and
office assistants play an impor-
tant role in modern office envi-
ronment. “They are expected to
have thorough knowledge of
office management and proce-
dures along with excellent com-
munication and organisational
skills. The current business
environment is demanding
multi-talented secretaries and
office assistants. The pro-
gramme will generate compe-
tent and skilled personnel at the
entry level in any sector of
employment,” an IGNOU 
official said.

Regional director
Manorama Singh said the main
objective of the programme is
to develop competency in
communication skills, profi-
ciency in stenographic skills,
competency in handling office
machines, operate computers
on Windows and to understand
how to manage office records,
filing and indexing, office man-
agement methods and practices
and inventory control. Singh
added that DMOP will train the
workforce for the positions of
personal assistants, private sec-
retaries, stenographers, office
managers, office executives,
executive assistants, front-end
executives, data entry operators
and computer operators. The
learners should be 10+2 or its
equivalent. The duration of the
programme is one year and it
can be completed in three years.
Initially, the programme is on
offer in English medium. 

/�&�"����%�0����1����$������"���	�������	�$��	�������	���.2�����

3����	��
�	���� 	6!	�������	
��	���
���	�������	%���	����

���������������
“We have sent a draft to the

Centre to make necessary
changes in the CAA to make it
acceptable to everyone. Census
is being carried out now…It
will be done like earlier. Every
citizen will be counted whether
he is Muslim, Hindu, Sikh,
Christian or anybody,” said the
Chief Minister. Capt
Amarinder, in response to a
question, made it clear that the
Census in Punjab would be
conducted on the old parame-
ters and the new factors added
by the Centre for the purpose
of the NPR would not be
included. Only a day before
The Pioneer had reported, in
these columns, that the
Congress-led Punjab
Government is considering to
move the Supreme Court, on
the lines of the Kerela
Government, to challenge the
validity of the controversial
Act. Notably, the Chief Minister
has already issued directions to
the office of the Advocate-
General to see how the State
can challenge the Act in the
apex court. Available infor-
mation suggests that the State
is considering to move the
Supreme Court against the
CAA and NRC on the similar
grounds as Kerala under
Article 131 of the Constitution.

Notably, the Kerala
Government has, on January
14, moved the Supreme Court
challenging the contentious
CAA under Article 131 of the
Constitution which empowers
the Apex Court to hear dis-
putes between the Government
of India and one or more
States. The petition stated that
the CAA violates Right to
Equality under Article 14 of the
Constitution of India, Right to
Life under Article 21 and
Freedom to Practice Religion
under Article 25. It argued that
CAA is discriminatory because
it covers only a class of minori-
ties from a class of countries
sharing borders with India and
to which and from there have
been trans-border migration.

The CAA, which has
evoked countrywide protests,
seeks to provide citizenship to
illegal migrants from Buddhist,
Hindu, Sikhs, Jain, Parsi and
Christian faiths, who have
come to India from the neigh-
bouring countries of
Afghanistan, Pakistan and
Bangladesh, on or before
December 31, 2014. The reso-
lution, which termed CAA as
divisive and violative of Article
14 of the Constitution, was
introduced in the House by
Cabinet Minister Brahm
Mohindra, and witnessed

extensive three-hour long dis-
cussion before being put to vote
by Speaker Rana KP Singh.
Terming the divisive Act as a
tragedy that he was unfortunate
to witness in his lifetime, the
Chief Minister lamented that
“what happened in Germany
under Hitler in 1930 is happen-
ing in India now.”

“Germans did not speak
then, and they regretted it, but
we have to speak now, so that
we don’t regret later,” he assert-
ed, urging the Opposition, par-
ticularly the Akalis, to read
Adolf Hitler’s ‘Mein Kampf ’ to
understand the dangers of
CAA. He said he would get the
book translated in Punjabi and
distributed so that all could
read and grasp the historical
mistakes that Hitler made.

“What is happening in
India is not good for the coun-
try,” said Capt Amarinder,
adding that people could see
and understand, and were
protesting spontaneously, with-
out any instigation.”


		0����(���
During the meeting, pre-

sentations were given on the
objectives of the census and the
NPR exercises and their bene-
fits. Also, presentation was
given on the use of mobile app,
which will be used in the cen-
sus for the first time in its his-
tory. The conference was inau-
gurated by Union Minister of
State for Home Nityanand Rai
and attended by Union Home
Secretary Ajay Bhalla, chief
secretaries and census directors
of many States. 

In his inaugural address,
Rai put the emphasis on the
need for conducting Census
2021 and the role of the States
in doing the same. He said the
data collected in the census will
help the country in framing
policies for the welfare of the
people.

The Union Home
Secretary remarked on the
vastness of this exercise and
involvement of the State func-
tionaries. He said the objective
of NPR is to create a compre-
hensive identity database of
every usual resident in the
country. The database would
contain demographic as well as
biometric particulars.

The NPR is a register of
usual residents of the country.
It is being prepared at the local
(village/sub-town), subdistrict,
district, State and national lev-
els under provisions of the
Citizenship Act, 1955 and the
Citizenship (Registration of
Citizens and Issue of National
Identity Cards) Rules, 2003.
The rules have a provision for

fine of up to Rs 1,000 on those
violating it. The data for NPR
was last collected in 2010 along
with the house listing phase of
the Census 2011. Updating of
this data was done during 2015
by conducting door to door
survey. While updating the
register in 2015, the
Government has asked details
like Aadhaar and their mobile
number. This time, the infor-
mation related to their driving
licence and voter ID card may
also be gathered, the officials
said, adding that PAN card
details will not be collected as
part of this exercise. For the
purposes of the NPR, a usual
resident is defined as a person
who has resided in a local area
for the past six months or
more, or a person who intends
to reside in that area for the
next six months. Registrar
General and Census
Commissioner of India Vivek
Joshi made a brief presentation
on the Strategy for Census
2021.
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Frostbite causes fluids in

the skin and underlying tissues
to freeze and crystallize, result-
ing in inflammation, decreased
blood flow, and cell death.
Extremities are the most affect-
ed areas because they are far-
ther away from the body’s core
and already have reduced blood
flow, said the researchers.

Conventional treatments
include immersing the body
part in warm water, applying
topical antibiotic creams or
administering vasodilators, and
anti-inflammatory drugs, but
many of these are unavailable
in isolated snowy areas, like
mountaintops. Others, such as
topical medications, could end
up freezing themselves. The
new gel can be of great help
under such conditions, as per
the researchers. The other sci-
entists involved in the innova-
tion included Rahul Verma,
Ankur  Sharma, Eupa Ray,
Suneera Adlakha from INST,
Kushal Kumar and Sunil
Kumar Hota from DIAR and
Om Prakash Katare from
University Institute of
Pharmaceutical Sciences,
Panjab University, Chandigarh.
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They had formed a joint

platform namely United
National Liberation Front of
Western South East Asia along
with NSCN-K and ULFA fac-
tion headed by Paresh Baruah.
The demand for a separate state
for the Bodos has been in
going on in Assam for about
five decades with several Bodo

overground and militant
groups raising it, leading agita-
tions, protests and violence
that resulted in many deaths.

Agreements were signed in
1993 and 2003 to resolve the
vexed issue. A Bodo Territorial
Council under Sixth Schedule
of the Constitution was creat-
ed in 2003 to meet political,
developmental and identity-
related aspirations of the
Bodos. However, the demand
for Bodoland state continued
despite opposition by non-
Bodo groups in the state.
Another official said if a final
settlement to the Bodo issue is
found while keeping intact the
territorial integrity of Assam, it
will go a long way in improv-
ing the law-and- order situation
and bring prosperity and
progress to the state. 

The MHA officials said if
a final settlement to the Bodo
issue is found while keeping
intact the territorial integrity of
Assam, it will go a long way in
improving the law and  order
situation and bring prosperity
and progress to the State.
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Similarly, officials said the

Government will have to pay
more if they fail to lift the con-
signment within 15 days of its
arrival. Most of the onion is in
the containers at Mumbai port. 

As per the Department of
Consumer Affairs data,
Maharashtra, Assam, Haryana,
Karnataka and Odisha have
withdrawn their demand of
10,000 metric tonnes (MT),
3,000 MT, 3,480 MT, 250 MT
and 100 MT f imported onion,
respectively. The Centre has
contracted 42,000 tonne onion
to check prices in the retail
market. Of them, a shipment of
5,500 tonne was cancelled
before it set on sail in the
absence of demand.

Earlier, Union Consumer
Affairs Minister Ram Vilas
Paswan has stated that the
Government is worried about
its disposal because it is a per-
ishable commodity.
“Tomorrow, someone should
not go to court and say import-
ed onions were rotting,” Paswan
has added. According to onion
traders, there are no takers for
the imported onion in the
market. “The taste of import-
ed onions is different from the
homegrown ones. The con-
sumers are not buying it,” said
a trader of Azadpur mandi.
With onion prices shooting
over Rs 100-150/kg in
November-December, the
Central Government had
decided to import 1.2 lakh
MT of onions.
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India will get all the five units
of S-400 long-range surface-

to-air missile systems from
Russia by 2025 and its produc-
tion has started, Russian envoy
Roman Babushkin said here on
Friday. 

The deal inked in 2018 is
worth over �40,000 crore and
the weapon systems will signif-
icantly boost India’s capabilities
to defend its airspace. 

His assertion comes against
the backdrop of the US warn-
ing time and again India of
sanctions if it goes ahead with
the deal. Incidentally, India
last year paid the first tranche
of 800 million dollars to Russia
for the weapon systems. China
has already inducted more
than six units of S-400 system
called ‘Triumf.’

Meanwhile, Babushkin,
who is Deputy Chief of Mission
here, also said a contract will
shortly be finalised for joint
production of Kamov light
weight multi-role military heli-
copters for India.

At a joint Press conference
with Russian Ambassador
Nikolai Kudashev, he also said
India will receive the first batch
of 5,000 Kalashnikov rifles this
year which will be produced in
India under a joint venture.
The Ordnance Factory located
in Amethi, Uttar Pradesh (UP),
will manufacture these AK-203
rifles for the Armed forces,
Central paramilitary and State
police organisations.  

The total deal is worth
over �7,000 crore and a Major
General of the Indian Army is
heading the factory. 

Babushkin said Russia and
India have “successfully found
solutions” to the payment
issues and the focus this year
will be to implement mega
deals in the defence sector.

As regards the S-400 deal,
he said, “The supply of five S-
400 air defence systems will be
completed by 2025. Their pro-
duction has already started.”
India had inked a deal with
Russia in 2018 notwithstanding
warning fro m the US about
sanctions. Asserting that the S-
400 air defence missile systems
are among best in the world, he
said they will significantly bol-
ster India’s air defence 
mechanism.
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The Congress on Friday
demanded a fair probe

within six months into the
case involving Jammu &
Kashmir DSP Davinder Singh,
arrested with Hizbul terrorists
in south Kashmir, as Rahul
Gandhi alleged the case was
handed over to the NIA to
"silence" Singh. The party also
sought a re-investigation into
the February 2019 Pulwama
terrorist attack and Singh's role
in it as he had been posted in
the district as DSP at the time.

Questioning the
Government's "conspicuous
silence", it demanded the Prime
Minister and the Home
Minister to answer questions
raised by people after Singh's
arrest last week. The grand old
party alleged NIA's role has
been questionable in the probes
against Swami Assemananda
and Pragya Thakur. Congress
demanded a fast track court to
look into the entire activities
and the DSP's role. 

The best way to "silence"
Singh was to hand the investi-
gation against him to NIA
chief Y C Modi, under whose
care the case will be "as good
as dead", Rahul alleged.

Calling the National
Investigation Agency (NIA)
chief "another Modi", the
Congress leader said he had
investigated the 2002 Gujarat
riots and the killing of former
Gujarat home minister Haren
Pandya in 2003.

"The best way to silence
Terrorist DSP Davinder, is to
hand the case to the NIA,"

Rahul said on Twitter, adding,
"In YK's care, the case is as
good as dead." The former
Congress chief put out the
Twitter post using the hashtag
"WhoWantsTerroristDavinderS
ilenced" and asked "why".

Congress spokesperson
Supriya Srinate said serious
questions are being raised on
national security. She said
Singh was not "just any other
officer" as three days before his
arrest, he was entrusted with
the security of foreign diplo-
mats visiting Jammu and
Kashmir and prior to that, he
was DSP in Pulwama when the
terror attack happened. She
said Singh also faced three
FIRs for extortion.

When Singh was arrested
in Kulgam, he was accompa-
nying Hizbul Mujahideen ter-
rorists Naveed Baba and Altaf
and a lawyer operating as an
overground worker for terror-
ist groups. "Why is the gov-
ernment conspicuously silent.
The conspicuous silence of the
government raises so many
questions. It is government's
moral responsibility to conduct
a fair probe so that there are no
doubts," the Congress
spokesperson said.

	���� ��������	�

Astudy on spending on
schemes at the district level

by Centre for Budget and
Governance Accountability
(CBGA) and Tata Trusts has
concluded that fund utilisation
in development schemes has
improved significantly, but
quality of spending not satis-
factory yet. Ahead of the annu-
al Budget, both the organisa-
tions together hosted "The
Budget Trails", to share and dis-
cuss the insights from a two-
year long project, which stud-
ied fund-flow mechanism at
the district level, across 10
development schemes. 

The consultation aims to

develop a roadmap for fiscal
governance reforms that are
needed to ensure significant
improvement in resource
absorption in development
schemes, leading to better
development outcomes. 

This is a first of its kind
study that analyses bottlenecks
in fund utilisation, at the dis-
trict level, by placing a District
Budget Analyst (DBA) in each
of the selected district head-
quarters. 

Prof Abhijit Sen, former
Member 14th Finance
Commission and Planning
Commission , remarked in his
keynote address that such dis-
cussions need to note there is
a general scare of increasing

regular public employment.
Dr. Poornima Dore, Head of
Data Driven Governance at the
Tata Trusts was also present. 

"The rigorous two year
research project, focused on 10
social sector schemes (SSA,
MDM, NHM, ICDS, SBM,
NRDWP, MGNREGS, NSAP,
PMAY, PMFBY and RKVY) in
five districts of Balasore and
Bolangir in Odisha,
Chandrapur in Maharashtra,
East Singhbhum in Jharkhand,
and Krishna in Andhra
Pradesh. For these schemes, the
districts have reported better
utilisation of funds available;
with over 85 per cent fund util-
isation reported for the finan-
cial years 2017-18 and 2018-19.
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Casting doubts on Congress
leader Rahul Gandhi's

understanding of Citizenship
(Amendment) Act, BJP work-
ing president J P Nadda on
Friday challenged him to speak
10 sentences on the law. Nadda
also accused him of misleading
the country on the legislation.

Nadda, who is next week
expected to take over from
Amit Shah the full-time charge
of the party, said it is "unfortu-
nate" for the country that some
people "exhibit their wisdom"
without understanding the issue
so as to mislead the mass.

"The Congress is opposing
the CAA. I dare Rahul Gandhi

to speak 10 sentences on the
law. He should tell us in two
sentences what is his problem
with the CAA... He is leading
such a big party and has to
decide himself how he has to do
it, but he should not mislead the
country," the BJP working pres-
ident said.

The amendments in the
citizenship law are meant to
give citizenship to members of
minority communities -
Hindus, Christians, Sikhs,
Parsis, Buddhists, Jains-  who
fled Pakistan, Bangladesh and
Afghanistan due to religious
persecution and took refuge in
India, he said.

Likes of Mahatma Gandhi,
Jawaharlal Nehru and Indira

Gandhi had advocated giving
citizenship to these persecuted
minorities but the Congress
does not have any leader now
who could understand the
issue, Nadda said.

Since coming to power for
a second term, the Modi gov-
ernment has in six months
resolved issues which had been
pending for 70 years, he assert-
ed, adding that opposition par-
ties were left without any issue
and had seized on the CAA to
mislead the country.

"For the Congress and the
Left, their vote bank comes
before the country. For Prime
Minister Narendra Modi, the
country comes first and votes
later," he said.

Critics are claiming that
crores of people will arrive and
settle in India due to this law,

but the fact is that it is for those
who arrived here by December
31, 2014, he added.

Opposition parties believe
in keeping problems unresolved
so that they could do politics
over it while the Modi govern-
ment has addressed issues like
Article 370, he said.

He claimed minorities were
persecuted in Pakistan and
Bangladesh and their popula-
tion, he claimed, fell to three
and seven per cent respective-
ly there from 23 per cent in
1947.

According to a section of
Pakistani media quoting census
report , the total percentage of
minorities in Pakistan includ-
ing the erstwhile East Pakistan
(now Bangladesh) was only
about 14.50 per cent following
the partition.
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In the wake of the outbreak of dead-
ly Coronavirus  in China which is

causing respiratory problems, India
on Friday issued a travel advisory ask-
ing citizens to follow certain precau-
tionary measures such as avoiding
travel to farms, live animal markets
or where animals are slaughtered, and
refrain consuming "raw or under-
cooked meat" while visiting the neigh-
bouring country. 

Coronaviruses are a large family
of viruses, which cause illnesses to
people and also circulate in animals
including camels, cats and bats.
Rarely, animal coronaviruses can
also evolve and infect people.

The advisory issued by the Union
Health Ministry stated that even
though the mode of transmission of
the Coronavirus is unclear as of now,
those visiting China are advised to
avoid travel to farms, live animal mar-
kets or where animals are slaughtered,

and refrain consuming "raw or under-
cooked meat".

It suggested avoiding close con-
tact with people who are unwell or
showing symptoms of illness, such as
cough, runny nose among others. The
advisory asks travellers to China to
follow some "public health measures
at all times" like observing good per-

sonal hygiene, practice frequent hand-
washing with soap and follow eti-
quettes like covering mouth when
coughing or sneezing.

It also stated that as on January
11, 2020 as many as 41 confirmed
cases of infection with the novel coro-
navirus have been reported so far, of
which one person has died. 

"Only travel-related cases have
been reported (one each) in Thailand
and Japan. The clinical signs and
symptoms are mainly fever with a few
patients having difficulty in breath-
ing. "The mode of transmission is
unclear as of now. However, so far
there is little evidence of significant
human-to-human transmission.
Although as per the World Health
Organisation's risk assessment, the
risk for global spread has been stat-
ed as low," the advisory read.

All travellers to China, in partic-
ular to Wuhan city, have been advised
to monitor their health closely. 

As a precaution, the Ministry has
instructed screening of international
travellers from China at designated
airports namely, Delhi, Mumbai and
Kolkata through thermal scanners.

"If you feel sick within a span of
one month after return from China,
report the illness to the nearest health
facility and also inform the treating
doctor regarding your travel history,"
the advisory states.
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The Visva Bharati University has
informed the HRD Ministry that they

have set up a three-member committee to
look into the incident of BJP MP Swapan
Dasgupta confined in a room for several
hours when he visited the campus on
January 8 to deliver a lecture on the new cit-
izenship law.

Dasgupta, Vice Chancellor Bidyut
Chakraborty and others were confined for
six hours in a university building as hun-
dreds of Left-leaning students staged a sit-
in outside accusing the politician of pro-
moting hatred among communities.

"The university has formed a three-
member committee to look into the mat-
ter where BJP leader Swapan Dasgupta had
said that he was locked in a room with a
mob outside, at the university, where he was
addressing a meeting on Citizenship
Amendment Act on January 8," said a senior

HRd Ministry official. Dasgupta had taken
to Twitter to inform about the incident.

The panel will also look into alleged
clash between two groups of students of the
university on January 15. According to
police officials, armed with rods and sticks,
a group of men attacked the students of a
boys' hostel inside the Visva Bharati cam-
pus on Wednesday night leaving several of
them injured.

At the backdrop of the controversy and
unrest in premier universities like JNU,
Jamia Milia Islamia, AMU, the Viswa
Bharti university officials informed the HRD
Ministry about the incident and that they
would enquire into the incident and sub-
mit the report at earliest. 

"How does it feel to have a mob attack
a peaceful meeting on CAA and intimida-
tion students? This is what is happening to
a meeting I am addressing at Vishwa
Bharati now. Locked into the room now
with mob outside," Swapan had tweeted.
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India discussed an entire range of
issues with European Union and

South Africa here on Friday during
two separate meetings between
External Affairs S Jaishankar and the
two nations.  While bilateral talks
were held with European Union
High Representative for Foreign
Affairs Josep Borrell, South African
foreign minister Naledi Pandor held
parleys with his Indian counterpart.

In his meeting with Borrell,
Jaishankar discussed global and
regional issues, multilateralism, con-
nectivity and counter terrorism.  "A
great meeting with HRVP
@JosepBorrellF of European Union.
Productive discussions on global
and regional issues, multilateralism,
connectivity and counter terrorism.
Underlined our climate change coop-

eration. Agreed to keep in close
touch," Jaishankar said in a tweet.

The Ministry of External Affairs
(MEA), in a statement, said
Jaishankar and Borrell took stock of
the India-EU relations and the way
forward, ahead of the planned sum-
mit in March 2020 and discussed the
possible deliverables.

"Both agreed to further enlarge
the existing bilateral political, secu-
rity, economic and trade cooperation
and identify new areas for coopera-
tion in connectivity, Indo-Pacific
Region, data adequacy etc," the
MEA said.

After his meeting with Pandor,
Jaishankar said in a tweet, "Co-
chaired a fruitful Joint Ministerial
Commission with FM Naledi Pandor
of South Africa. Our traditional
friendship and cooperation stands re-
energised. Deeply appreciate her
#Raisina participation."

New Delhi: The Supreme Court on
Friday agreed to examine a batch of
pleas filed by farmers against the
Gujarat High Court verdict which had
dismissed their petitions challenging the
process of land acquisition for the ambi-
tious Ahmedabad-Mumbai bullet train
project.

The bullet train project was
launched by Prime Minister Narendra
Modi and his Japanese counterpart
Shinzo Abe in September 2017.

The train will run at a speed of 320-
350 kmph, and will have 12 stations

across its 508-km stretch from
Ahmedabad to Mumbai.

A bench of Justices Deepak Gupta
and Aniruddha Bose issued notices
to the Centre, Gujarat government
and others on a batch of appeals
challenging September 19 last
year verdict of the high court.

As an interim relief, the
plea has sought to restrain the
Gujarat Government from pro-
ceeding ahead with the process of
land acquisition for the purpose of the
bullet train project.  PTI

New Delhi: The Supreme Court
Friday sought the Centre's reply on a

PIL seeking implementation of
the National E-Mobility

Mission Plan (NEMMP),
2020 which recom-
mended gradual con-
version all public trans-
port and Government

vehicles into electric
vehicles (EVs) to curb air

pollution.
A bench headed by Chief Justice

S A Bobde decided to make the
Ministry of Surface Transport and
Highways and the minister con-
cerned parties to the petition and list-
ed it for hearing after four weeks.

The PIL alleged that the citizens'
rights to health and clean environ-
ment under the Constitution are
being "violated due to governmental
apathy" in mitigating the impact of cli-
mate change and air pollution "part-
ly attributable to emissions from
vehicles that burn fossil fuels". PTI
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Two days after Pakistan's
efforts to raise the Kashmir

issue through China in the
United Nations Security
Council(UNSC) failed,  Russia
on Friday said it has "no
doubts" about India's approach
on Kashmir, which is a strict-
ly bilateral matter between
India and Pakistan.

Making this clear, Russian
ambassador to New Delhi
Nikolay Kudashev said "those
having doubts over India's
approach on Kashmir can go
there, we don't have any doubt,"
he said on not being invited to
visit Jammu & Kashmir. 

His assertion comes ahead
of External Affairs Minister S
Jaishankar's visit to Russia on
March 22 and March 23 to

attend a meeting of the Russia-
Indian-China trilateral,
Kudashev said. 

On China's attempt to
raise the issue of Kashmir at the
Security Council, Kudashev
said, "It's a strictly bilateral mat-
ter to discuss between India
and Pakistan based on Shimla
Agreement and Lahore
Declaration.

Russia is a long-standing
ally for India on the abrogation
of Article 370 giving special sta-
tus to Jammu and Kashmir.  A
after the government abrogat-
ed Article 370 in August last
year,  Russia had become the
first UNSC permanent mem-
ber to come out in support of
India as it stated that the move
was carried out "within the
framework of the Constitution
of the Republic of India".
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The Russian Ambassador also said it has conveyed to India
on multiple occasions its concerns over the US-backed

Quadrilateral coalition for the Indo-Pacific and held that intro-
duction of competitive structures will create friction among
the countries of the region. Kudashev said Moscow was "con-
cerned and apprehensive" over the Indo-Pacific strategy of the
US as it has completely ignored existence of Russia and China
while pushing forward its agenda for the strategically key
region. In November 2017, India, the US, Australia and Japan
gave shape to the long-pending "Quad" coalition to work close-
ly in the Indo-Pacific region. 
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New Delhi: The annual Youth
Parliament Programme run by the
Ministry of Parliamentary Affairs
every year is set to go online as the
country celebrates 70th anniver-
sary of adoption of the Indian
constitution.

The Ministry of Parliament
Affairs has partnered with the
Human Resource Development
Ministry for making the pro-
gramme online through the web
portal of the National Youth
Parliament Scheme.

The off-line Youth Parliament
programme is being implement-
ed since 1966 in schools under the

Delhi's Directorate of Education,
NDMC schools, Kendriya
Vidyalayas, Jawahar Navodaya
Vidyalayas and universities and
colleges. 

"Around 18,000 students of
300 educational institutions par-
ticipate through off-line Youth
Parliament programme every
year. So far, the programme was
organised in competition format
which was limiting the participa-
tion of the institutions and thus
not fulfilling the core purpose of
the scheme in the desired manner. 

"For overcoming this limita-
tion, which is impeding the

expansion of the scheme, the
ministry has developed a web
portal of the National Youth
Parliament Scheme to increase the
coverage of the programme man-
ifold to hitherto untouched sec-
tions and corners of the country,"
a senior HRD Ministry official
said.

President Ram Nath Kovind
had launched the web portal in
November last year on the occa-
sion to commemorate the 70th
anniversary of the Constitution
being celebrated as 'Samvidhan
Diwas'.

PTI 
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Aizawl: Political parties and civil
society organisations of Mizoram
on Friday welcomed the agreement
that puts an end to the over
two-decade-old Bru refugee crisis.

Thousands of Bru community
people have been living in relief
camps in Tripura since 1997. They
had fled their homeland Mizoram
to reach the neighbouring State
because of ethnic clashes. By now,
the number of these internally dis-
placed people has risen to over
30,000.

Many Bru families have refused
to return to Mizoram, citing 
security concerns and inadequate
rehabilitation package. There has
also been a demand for a separate
autonomous council for the com-
munity.

Following an agreement signed
by representatives of the Brus, the
central, Tripura and Mizoram

Governments in New Delhi on
Thursday, these tribal people will
permanently settle in Tripura.

Political parties such as the rul-
ing Mizo National Front (MNF),
Congress and the BJP, and civil
society organisations like the Yong
Mizo Association (YMA) and stu-
dent bodies expressed happiness
over the pact.

“It is a matter of joy that a pact,
which would finally resolve the
Brus imbroglio, has been finally
inked. We are highly indebted to
Union Ministry of Home Affairs
and the Mizoram government for
their outstanding effort in signing
the historic agreement,” YMA
Central Committee general secre-
tary Prof Lalnuntluanga said in a
statement.

One good thing about the pact
is names of the Bru people would
now be permanently deleted from

the state’s voter list, the YMA
said.

Hailing the agreement as “his-
toric”, the MNF expressed hope that
the pact is materialised quickly.

In a statement, the Congress
said it had made earnest efforts dur-
ing its regime in the State to repa-
triate the Bru people or allow them
to permanently settle in 
Tripura.

The party claimed that former
Chief Minister Lal Thanhawla had
proposed that those Bru people
who are unwilling to return to
Mizoram be allowed to live per-
manently in Tripura but it could not
be materialised because of objec-
tions raised by the CPI(M)-led Left
Front government.

The State BJP said neither the
Congress nor the MNF could
resolve the crisis for more than 20
years. PTI

Kolkata: A ‘Justice Clock’ will be installed at the
Calcutta High Court on January 22, displaying the
status of cases in subordinate courts of West Bengal,
an official said here.

The electronic LED display board beside the ‘E’
gate of the high court will be inaugurated by Chief
Justice TBN Radhakrishnan, its Registrar General
Rai Chatterjee said.

The ‘Justice Clock’ will show the number of
cases pending before all district and subordinate
courts in the State and the status of each, Chatterjee
said. It will also display the ranking of the courts,
based on their performance in disposing of the
cases.

There are at least 22.81 lakh cases pending
before different courts in the state, of which 17.7
lakh are criminal suits, according to the National
Judicial Data Grid. Of the total pending cases in the
state, including civil and criminal, over three lakh
have been pending for more than 10 years, as per
the grid. PTI
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At least 30 railway union
functionaries were

detained on Friday in
Ahmedabad in Gujarat for
holding a protest ahead of the
inauguration of a premium
Tejas train to be operated by
PSU Indian Railway Catering
and Tourism Corporation
(IRCTC).

The Ahmedabad-Mumbai
Tejas train was flagged off by
Gujarat Chief Minister Vijay
Rupani on Friday morning.

Members of the Western
Railway Employees Union and
Western Railway Mazdoor
Sangh held a protest outside
Kalapur railway station against
what they claimed was moves
by the Narendra Modi
Government to privatise the
public transporter.
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India’s communication satel-
lite GSAT-30, aimed at pro-

viding high-quality television,
telecommunications and
broadcasting services, was suc-
cessfully launched onboard
Ariane 5 rocket from French
Guiana early on Friday.

Blasting off from the
Ariane Launch Complex in
Kourou, a French territory
located in northeastern coast of
South America at 2:35 a.M IST,
the European launch provider
Arianespace’s Ariane 5 inject-
ed the “high power” spacecraft
into the orbit in a flawless flight
lasting about 38 minutes and 25
seconds.

“India’s communication
satellite #GSAT30 was suc-
cessfully launched into a
Geosynchronous Transfer
Orbit by #Ariane5 #VA251.
Thanks for your support !!!”
ISRO tweeted soon after
deploying the satellite into the
transfer orbit.

Confirming the successful
launch, Arianespace CEO
Stphane Isral too tweeted, “A
strong start to 2020 as #Ariane5
successfully deploys its two
satellite passengers EUTEL-
SAT KONNECT and GSAT-30
into geostationary transfer
orbit! I appreciate the trust
from the two customers on this
mission: @Eutelsat_SA 

and @ISRO #VA251
#MissiontoSuccess.”

GSAT-30 is the first 
satellite launch for ISRO in
2020, during which the space
agency has planned about 25
missions.

ISRO’s U R Rao Satellite
Centre Director 
P Kunhikrishnan, who was
present in Kourou, congratu-
lated the ISRO community
and Arianespace team on the
successful launch.

Calling it an “excellent
start” to 2020 for ISRO with the
launch, he said, “The mission
team at the master control
facility have already acquired
the satellite and they will
immediately complete the post
launch operations...”

ISRO’s Master Control
Facility (MCF) at Hassan in
Karnataka took over the com-
mand and control of GSAT-30
immediately after its separation
from the launch vehicle and
preliminary health checks of
the satellite revealed its normal
health, the space agency said in
a statement later in the 
day.

In the days ahead, orbit-
raising manoeuvres will be
performed to place the satellite
in Geostationary Orbit (36,000
km above the equator) by using
its onboard propulsion sys-
tem.

During the final stages of
its orbit raising operations, the
two solar arrays and the anten-
na reflectors of GSAT-30 will

be deployed, ISRO said adding
following this, the satellite will

be put in its final orbital con-
figuration.

The satellite will be oper-
ational after the successful
completion of all in-orbit tests.

The 3,357-kg satellite,
which was deployed from the
lower passenger position of
Ariane-5 launch vehicle (VA
251) into to geostationary
transfer orbit (GTO), is con-
figured on ISRO’s enhanced I-
3K Bus structure to provide
communication services from
geostationary orbit in C and Ku
bands.

The satellite derives its
heritage from ISRO’s earlier
INSAT/GSAT satellite series,
and is equipped with 12 C and
12 Ku band transponders.

Kanpur: A special court is
expected to pronounce its 
verdict here on Saturday on the
massacre of 20 people in
Behmai village in Kanpur
Dehat district, allegedly by
bandit Phoolan Devi nearly
four decades ago.

“We have much hope that
the trial court is likely to deliv-
er its judgment in Behmai
massacre today,” District
Government counsel (crimi-
nal) Rajeev Porwal told PTI on
Friday.

Porwal said that defense
counsel Girish Narain Dubey
has submitted certain rulings of
the Allahabad High Court and
the Supreme Court before the
trial court with a request to take
cognisance of those rulings
while delivering its judgment
against the alleged accused.

The court is now expected
to give its verdict on the role of
the four surviving accused —
Posha, Bhikha, Vishwanath
and Shyambabu.

While Posha is still in jail,
Bhikha, Vishwanath and
Shyambabu are out on bail.

Three other dacoits includ-

ing Man Singh are still
absconding.

The special court for hear-
ing dacoity-related cases was
expected to deliver the verdict
in the 1981 Behmai massacre
case on January 6, but it
allowed the defence counsel to
submit its written arguments by
January 16, District
Government counsel Raju
Porwal said.

Defence counsel Dubey
had appeared before the court
on January 6, seeking more
time to submit written argu-
ments and was granted 10
more days, the Government
counsel said.

“Bandit Queen” Phoolan
Devi, who later turned to pol-
itics, along with her gang mem-

bers were accused of killing the
20 people belonging to the
Thakur community at Behmai
village in Kanpur Dehat on
February 14, 1981.

The non-descript Behmai
village, that shot into promi-
nence after the killings, is 170
km from state capital Lucknow
and over 400 km from nation-
al capital New Delhi.

Phoolan Devi had stormed
into Behmai in what was
described as an attack to avenge
her alleged rape there by two
other bandits — Lala Ram and
Sri Ram — both Thakurs, a
dominant caste in the village.

Two years after the inci-
dent, she had surrendered to
the Madhya Pradesh police in
1983 and went on to become a
Lok Sabha MP from Mirzapur.
She was shot dead outside her
MP bungalow in New Delhi on
July 25, 2001.

Initially, 35 people, includ-
ing Phoolan Devi, were named
as accused in the case. Eight of
them were reportedly killed by
police in separate encounters.
Three others were reportedly
absconding. PTI

Jammu: To revive its fortunes in
Jammu & Kashmir and resurrect the
party base, especially in Jammu
region, the State unit of the Congress
party on Friday sought immediate
restoration of statehood and consti-
tutional guarantees for the protection
over lands and jobs and release of all
political workers. 

The State unit also demanded
removal of all sorts of restrictions and
curbs upon them to create con-
ducive atmosphere for paving way for
holding of early Assembly elections
in Jammu & Kashmir.

It is for the first time, executive
committee meeting of the congress
party was organised  after the 
abrogation of Article 370 and  reor-
ganisation of the State in to two
Union Territories.

Briefing media persons after
attending the JKPCC executive meet-
ing,  Ghulam Nabi Azad, leader of the
opposition in Rajya Sabha flanked by
Ambika Soni, incharge J&K Affairs
and JKPCC Chief, GA Mir,  told
reporters, “we have passed a resolu-
tion in the meeting which sought

immediate release of all political
leaders and activists of congress and
other mainstream parties and lifting
of all sorts of restrictions on the polit-
ical activities”.

Azad said, “Unless it is done no
political process can take off and suc-
ceed, to create conducive atmos-
phere for the holding of Assembly
elections in Jammu & Kashmir”.
Azad said, “we have also sought
immediate restoration of statehood
status and adequate legal and con-
stitutional guarantees to safeguard the
rights over land and jobs and admis-
sions to professional courses and
higher portals of education to the
local youth.

The  executive committee meet-
ing was attended by around 300 del-
egates from Kashmir & Jammu region
including senior functionaries of
PCC, former Ministers, ex-legislators,
Heads of Frontal Wings and DCC
Presidents besides Corporators and
other members of the Executive
Committee.  

The executive committee meet-
ing followed detailed deliberations,

the two AICC leaders had   with top
leaders of the party on Thursday over
the state of affairs in Jammu
&Kashmir after the abrogation of spe-
cial status and dividing & disbanding
of the State into UT, apart from deten-
tions of  several Congress and impor-
tant mainstream leaders and workers
in the valley and most parts of the
erstwhile state. 

During the meeting,  large  num-
ber of participants from Kashmir
Valley and Jammu region represent-
ing different districts and sections of
society and wings of the party
apprised the visiting leaders and
participants about their experiences
of the situation and the feelings of the
people from different parts over cur-
rent status.

The participants in the meeting
took a resolve to launch a movement
throughout Jammu & Kashmir to
highlight the aspirations of the peo-
ple especially with regard to the
restoration of statehood status to
Jammu & Kashmir besides constitu-
tional safeguards to protect their
rights over land and jobs etc. PNS
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New Delh: Prime Minister Narendra Modi on Friday 
congratulated the Indian Space Research Organisation for the
launch of its first satellite in the year 2020, saying it will help
in enhancing DTH services, ATM and stock exchange con-
nectivity. 

“Congratulations to our @isro team for the first satellite
launch of 2020. GSAT-30, with its unique configuration will
provide DTH Television services, connectivity to ATMs, stock
exchanges and e-Governance. Wish many more successful mis-
sions to ISRO in the year,” the Prime Minister’s Office said in
a tweet quoting Modi.  India’s “high power” communication
satellite GSAT-30, aimed at providing high-quality television,
telecommunications and broadcasting services was launched
successfully by Ariane space rocket from French Guiana in the
early hours of Friday.  PTI
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Kohima: The talks to end the
decades-old Naga insurgency
have “successfully concluded”
and Nagaland could be “very
close” to a resolution of the
conflict, Governor RN Ravi
told the State Assembly on
Friday, raising fresh hopes
among people of return to
normal life.

In his maiden address to
the state Assembly after taking
up the gubernatorial assign-
ment in August 2019, Ravi
said the Peoples Democratic
Alliance (PDA) Government in
Nagaland always considered a
settlement to the Naga politi-
cal issue its most important
agenda.

“The negotiations which
were going on for the past
many years between the
Government of India and the
Naga political groups have
been successfully concluded. It

gives me great pleasure to
share with you that we could be
now very close to it,” Ravi, who
was for long the Centre’s inter-
locuter for talks with insurgent
groups, said.

To resolve the Naga polit-
ical problem, a framework
agreement was signed on
August 3, 2015 between the
NSCN-IM and the govern-
ment in the presence of Prime
Minister Narendra Modi.
However, the details of the
framework agreement was
never made public.

“My government conveys
its deepest appreciation to all
the stakeholders for exhibiting
utmost sincerity, foresighted-
ness and a spirit of under-
standing in helping create a
conducive atmosphere for con-
clusion of the talks in a positive
manner,” Ravi said.

The governor thanked

Prime Minister Narendra Modi
and Home Minister Amit Shah
for their “unwavering com-
mitment, determination and
constant guidance”, which he
said, ensured the progress of
talks in the most “purposeful
and determined” manner lead-
ing to its successful conclusion.

Ravi did not spell out the
terms for the resolution of the
conflict, but warned,”If we fail
this time, then we will be miss-
ing a golden opportunity.”

On behalf of the Nagaland
government, Ravi also made an
appeal to the Governments
and people of the neighbouring
states to extend cooperation so
that the peace process, which
has now reached a very “criti-
cal juncture”, concludes in a
successful manner in the inter-
est of “enduring peace and
stability” in the entire
region. PTI
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As a measure to boost
domestic small and medi-

um industry, the Government
may consider a hike in customs
duty on over 300 items like
toys, furniture, footwear, coat-
ed paper, rubber items among
other in the Union Budget.

Besides giving relief to the
domestic industry and boost-
ing employment, the move to
keep imports down and help to
raise revenue. Many of these are
industries which are essential-
ly concentrated in the small
and medium sectors and
employment intensive.

The Commerce and
Industry Ministry in its budget
recommendations has pro-

posed rationalisation of basic
customs on over 300 items
across sectors including furni-
ture, chemicals, rubber, coated
paper and paper boards.

On footwear and related
products, the Ministry has sug-
gested increase in duty to 35

per cent from the current 25
per cent while for new pneu-
matic tyres of rubber, it has
proposed to hike customs duty
to 40 per cent from the current
10-15 per cent.

The import duty hike on
footwear is a move to thwart
the increase in imports of
undervalued and cheap
footwear. While the majority of
imports are coming from
ASEAN countries, with which
India has a free trade agree-
ment, it is suspected that China
is re-routing large quantities of
footwear through these coun-
tries.

The ministry has proposed
to increase import duty on
wooden furniture to 30 per
cent from the current 20 per

cent. For coated paper, paper
boards and hand made papers,
it has suggested doubling the
duty to 20 per cent.

The Ministry has asked
for the removal of import duty
on waste paper and wood pulp,
which is currently at 10 per
cent and 5 per cent, respec-
tively. The paper industry has
expressed concerns about
cheap imports and a surge in
inbound shipments.

For wood, metal and plas-
tic toys, the ministry has sug-
gested increase in import duty
to up to 100 per cent from the
current 20 per cent. Import of
these toys increased to $304
million in 2018-19 from
$281.82 million in 2017-18
from China and Hong Kong.
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Aday after he scoffed at
Amazon.Com founder Jeff

Bezos’ offer to invest USD 1 bil-
lion in India, Commerce and
Industry Minister Piyush Goyal
on Friday tried to do damage
control saying the country wel-
comes all kinds of investments
that follow the “letter and spir-
it” of the law.

Goyal clarified his remarks
on Twitter as well as to
reporters saying some people
have misconstrued his remarks
by suggesting that he had said
something negative against
Amazon.

“I was only saying that
investment should come as

per the rules and regulation,” he
told reporters in Ahmedabad.

Big-ticket investments in
the retail space should not
hurt small traders who do not
have “lakhs and crores” of
rupees, Goyal said.

“We welcome all kinds of
investment. However, the nec-
essary legal process would
follow if any investment is
made outside the purview of
law,” he said.

While Goyal had on
Thursday raised questions
about Amazon’s business prac-
tices saying the company had
done no big favours to India
by announcing a new USD 1
billion investment, his party’s
foreign cell  head Vijay

Chauthaiwale tweeted barely-
veiled criticism of Bezos-
owned the Washington Post,
which has been criticized by
the BJP for its coverage of the
Modi government’s increas-
ingly right-wing policies.

Bezos who topped up his
announcement of investing
USD 1 billion to help bring
small and medium business
online, with an announce-
ment of creating one million
new jobs in India over the
next five years.

With an association of
small traders aligned with the
BJP holding demonstrations
against his visit and India
plans, the world’s richest per-
son visited a neighbourhood

store in Mumbai,  met
Bollywood stars and captains
of industry.

“Our country has some
rules for e-commerce indus-
try. We welcome all those
investments which come as
per these rules. However, it
should not create unfair com-
petition for the small traders
of India. They do not get
zero per cent loans. They do
not have lakhs and crores of
rupees. They do business with
small capital,” said Goyal on
Friday.

On Thursday, he had
questioned why the e-com-
merce market place should
make losses but for its preda-
tory pricing.
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Bengaluru: A Bengaluru terror 
module has been busted with the
arrest of six members of the Social
Democratic Party of India who had
allegedly attempted to kill an RSS
worker on December 22 for taking
part in a pro-CAA rally, police said on
Friday.

The arrested have been identi-
fied as Irfan, Syed Akbar, Syed
Siddiqui, Akbar Basha, Sanaulla and
Sadiq Amin alias ‘Sound Amin’, all res-
idents of KG Halli in the city,
Bengaluru Police Commissioner
Bhaskar Rao told reporters here.

BJP Bengaluru south MP Tejasvi
Surya and right wing leader
Chakravarthy Sulibele were among the
prominent speakers at last month’s
pro-Citizenship Amendment Act rally.

According to Rao, the SDPI
members reached the venue on three
stolen motorcycles. 

They wanted to storm into the
crowd initially but due to heavy
police presence, they could not.  They
wanted to create a panic situation by
hurling stones so that people will flee
deserting their leaders making it eas-

ier to eliminate their targets, the
commissioner said.

However, the stones missed the
target.

They later decided to zero in on
RSS worker Varun who was supply-
ing water and taking care of the par-
ticipants at the rally.When he was on
his way home, the SDPI activists way-
laid and attacked him, Rao said.

According to the commissioner,
Varun survived due to timely medical
assistance.They wanted to carry out
the act to create a lot of disturbance
in the city, Rao said.

“All of them are from the SDPI
and they wanted to carry out the das-
tardly act to create lot of disturbance
in Bengaluru City on December 22,”
Rao told reporters here.

They were being paid � 10,000 per
month from their handlers to carry
out their agenda, the commissioner
said, adding the matter has now been
handed over to the Anti-Terror Squad.

In addition to it, a Special
Investigation Team will be formed to
ensure that such people do not create
any disturbance, Rao said. PTI

Thiruvananthapuram: After a
storm erupted over a “beef fry”
tweet by Kerala Tourism on
Makarasankranti day, the
CPI(M)-led LDF Government
on Friday clarified its aim was
not to hurt anyone’s religious
beliefs.

Slamming the State, BJP
MP Shobha Karandlaje tweet-
ed the “Kerala communist Govt
have declared a war against
Hindus of the state!”

Tourism Minister
Kadakampally Surendran crit-
icised those who were trying to
give a communal colour to the
Tourism department tweet on
the Kerala delicacy — “Beef
Ularthiyathu” and said in the
southern state none links food
with religion.

“Tender chunks of beef,
slow-roasted with aromatic
spices, coconut pieces, and
curry leaves. A recipe for the
most classic dish, Beef
Ularthiyathu, the stuff of leg-
ends, from the land of spices,
Kerala,” the tweet read along
with a recipe link.

Some Twitter users had

showed their displeasure as the
tweet had appeared on January
15 on Makarsankranti day, a
Hindu festival celebrated as
Pongal, Bihu and Lohri in other
parts of the country.

Surendran said those trying
to communalise the matter
were the ones who were creat-
ing a controversy by saying
that pictures of pork dishes
should also be uploaded by the
department.

Various dishes made of
pork are already on the website,
he pointed out.

Shobha Karandlaje, BJP MP
from Udupi, wrote “the state
government is taking a ride on
Hindu sentiments by glorifying
Beef on #MakarSankranti day.
Sick mindset of Commies of
Kerala is out for display.
Communism is a disease,
shame on u @KeralaTourism!,”
the BJP leader tweeted.

Another Twitter user wrote:
“Are you out of your mind? on
Pongal and Sankranti when we
revere Cows, Oxen, and Cattle
for their contribution to
mankind’s easy existence

and culture... On one hand we
have Gangireddula meLam in
Telugu states, Jallikattu in TN,
and Kambala races in
Karnataka and you showcase
this.”

However, it was not only
brickbats alone for Kerala
Tourism, as many came out in
support for the “beef fry tweet”.

“One Porotta and beef fry -
a match made in heaven” was
the response of a Kerala twitter
user who had also shared a pic-
ture of the dish.

Another twitter user shared
an old video of BJP’s Rajya
Sabha MP Suresh Gopi talking
about how he gained weight
after consuming beef.

“Dear Bhakts, This is
Malayalam actor Suresh Gopi...
apparently he is also an MP of
BJP (not elected by people, of
course),” the tweet said.

Some pointed out that pork
is also much desired dish of the
Keralites.

“We even have hit movie
based on pork business. Maybe
you should come out of your
well,” the tweet read. PTI
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The social service branch
personnel of the Mumbai

police have rescued three
small-time television actresses,
including a minor girl, after
blowing the lid off a sex rack-
et operating out of a three-star
hotel at Andheri in north
Mumbai.

Acting on a tip-off that lady
models were available for plea-
sure at as high cost as � 1 lakh
per model for an outing, the
police raided three-star
Dragonfly Hotel at Andheri
(east) on late on Thursday,
arrested a 29-year-old woman
behind the prostitutes’ racket
and rescued three small-time
actresses.

Of the rescued actresses,
one is minor girl. But, all three
of them are working in televi-
sion and web serials. One of
them has worked in Marathi
television serial, while another
has worked in ‘Savdhan India’
serial.

Identifying the mistress
behind the sex racket as one
Priya Sharma, the police said
that she operated the alleged
sex racket under the banner of
her tours and travel firm M/s
Vinayak Vacation and

Holidays.
“We used some of our con-

stables as decoy. Posing them-
selves as customers, they estab-
lished contact with the mistress
and called her to the hotel to
strike a deal. 

She came to the hotel with
three actresses. At the hotel, our
team arrested accused mis-
tress and rescued three actress-
es, including a minor girl,” a
senior police officer said.      

Investigations have
revealed that three young bro-
kers from New Delhi — as
Aavesh, Vinay and Kuldeep
Jani — have been helping the
accused mistress luring in
young and attractive girls to the
alleged sex racket. They have
been named as absconding
accused in the case.

The accused mistress Priya
Sharma and three absconding
accused have been booked
under the Immoral Traffic
(Prevention) Act and relevant
sections of the IPC.    
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Bengal BJP president Dilip
Ghosh on Friday warned

immigrants from Bangladesh
against falling into the ‘trap’ of
Chief Minister Mamata
Banerjee by not applying for
citizenship and not providing
the related documents for the
same.

Addressing a crowd during
an Abhinandan, Yata Ghosh
said, “I must warn one and all,
particularly those who have
migrated from Bangladesh
before 2014 to apply for citi-
zenship by providing all the rel-
evant information … this is an
utmost requisite because Prime
Minister Narendra Modi will
wait for another 2-3 months
after which the Government
will take appropriate action.”

Accusing Banerjee for mis-
leading the people by asking
them not to abide by the
Citizenship Amendment Act
which is a central statue, Ghosh
said “the Chief Minister is
misleading the people by ask-
ing them to reject and boycott
the law. Those who will fall in
that trap, will do themselves
great harm. They will not file
the documents at their own
peril because the Prime

Minister will wait for another
2-3 months where after the
Government will act.”

Like it happened during
the protest against the GST
“when people who refused to
register had to do so afterwards
by paying fine this time also
CAA will be implemented at
any cost,” he said.

He also iterated that
Aadhar card or voters’ identi-
ty card were not the right doc-
uments to prove citizenship.
“The new law is there to give
you citizenship and not to
snatch it from you. So those
who have come before 2014 are
required to report it to the
Government through proper
document and apply for citi-
zenship. 

Not doing so at the insti-
gation of Mamata Banerjee
will amount to invite trouble,”
Ghosh said rejecting allegations
brought by the Chief Minister
and even the Left and the
Congress that one has produce
the birth certificates of their
parents to prove their 
bonafide.

“This is all bunkum. You
will not be required to produce
the birth certificates of your
parents… they are only spread-
ing disinformation about this.

You will only have to apply for
citizenship with right docu-
ments so as to get citizenship,”
he said.

Slamming the civil society
members for taking out rallies
against CAA Ghosh said “these
so called members of the intel-
ligentsia class are only half-edu-
cated people. Today they are
descending on the streets
against CAA but we want to ask
them where they were when
thousands of Hindus were mas-
sacred by fanatic Muslims in
Bangladesh … where they were
when our Hindu brothers and
sisters had to flee that country
leaving their home and hearth
everything.”

Meanwhile, the Chief
Minister has decided not to
attend an all-party meeting
called by Governor Jagdeep
Dhankhar citing “preoccupa-
tions.”

The Governor had called
the meeting to discuss two
bills held up at the Raj Bhavan,
officials said. The refusal of the
Chief Minister to attend the
meeting and calling by the
Governor of an all-party meet-
ing is seen as an extension of
the ongoing face-off between
Nabanna (State Secretariat)
and Raj Bhavan.
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Come January 26, Mumbai will liter-
ally live up to its reputation of being

‘a city that never sleeps’, when the
Maharashtra Government begins to
implement on an experimental basis its
much-discussed proposal of keeping
keep all restaurants, malls, multiplexes
and shopping plazas open for 24 hours.

Five years after he mooted for the
first time his “Vibrant Mumbai
Nightlife” proposal, then Yuv Sena
leader and now Maharashtra’s Tourism
and Environment Aditya Thackeray —
at meeting of top Brihanmumbai
Municipal Corporation (BMC) and
police held that he presided over on
Thursday night — has given a go-ahead
for the ‘24x7 Maximum city’ proposal.  

As per the decision taken by the

State Government, all restaurants, malls,
multiplexes and shopping plazas falling
within-gated gate-communities, non-
residential zones with security, CCTVs
and parking areas in the maximum city
can remain open round-the-clock from
January 26 onwards.

Thursday’s meeting, where the cru-
cial decision was taken, was attended
among others  by Aditya, Municipal
Commissioner Pravin Pardeshi and
Sanjay Barve.

Currently, the restaurants and bars
close down at 1.30 am. However, once
Aditya’s proposal gets implemented,
these establishments will remain
through the night – provided these
establishments are not in designated res-
idential areas.  The 1.30 am closure
deadline for bars and restaurants has
been in force since 

1992-93.
It may be recalled on February 17,

2015, Aditya had met chief minister
Devendra Fadnavis and submitted a for-
mal letter requesting the latter to put in
place the laws that make Mumbai a “live
24/7” city. His meeting with Fadnavis
had come after the Sena-ruled
Brihanmumbai Municipal Corporation
(BMC) adopted a resolution seeking
“Vibrant Nightlife” for Mumbai and sent
off a proposal to the Maharashtra gov-
ernment suggesting necessary amend-
ments to relevant laws.

Known for pursuing his pet projects,
Aditya had pushed the proposed once
again in the run-up days to January 1,
2019.  In a letter written on December

27,2018, Aditya had reminded  then
chief minister Devendra Fadnavis about
a request he had made three years ear-
lier   to put in place the laws which make
Mumbai a “live 24/7” city.

Aditya had requested Fadnavis to
allow Mumbai, Thane, Navi Mumbai,
Pune and other cities “that wish to cel-
ebrate New Year” to remain open all
night “for legal activities of entertain-
ment and celebration, especially in
non-residential areas”.    

“I take this opportunity to drop a
small reminder of the proposal of the
BMC, first passed in 2013, then
approved by the Commissioner and now
legislated on by the state in 2017, to let
non-residential areas in Mumbai and
other cities to remain open 24/7. The
proposal for Mumbai is awaiting your
approval from the Home department for

a few months now and is 
fool-proof ”.

Reiterating the stand that he had
taken three years ago, Aditya wrote in
his letter sent to the chief minister
December 27, 2018: “The move would
give our State more employment and
revenue from safe and legal places.
What is legal during the day cannot be
illegal at night. Legal establishments in
malls and mill compounds will be a
boon for Maharashtra. We need to trust
our citizens and give them more space
and time to unwind after hours of
work”.

Now that he himself is calling the
shots as a State tourism minister and
influential politician in the Maha Vikas
Aghadi (MVA) government, Aditya has
finally given a go-ahead for his ambi-
tious “24x 7 Mumbai” proposal.  
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The Supreme Court on Friday
allowed Congress MP Karti

Chidambaram to withdraw the
Rs 20 crore which was deposit-
ed with the apex court registry
as a condition for allowing him
to travel abroad.

The apex court in January
and May 2019 had granted
Karti Chidambaram permis-
sion to travel to foreign coun-
tries after depositing Rs 10
crore each respectively with the
registry. When the matter came
up for hearing before a bench
headed by Chief Justice SA
Bobde, Solicitor General Tushar
Mehta said there was no objec-
tion from the Enforcement
Directorate to the plea seeking
withdrawal of the amount since

he has returned.
Taking note of the submis-

sion, the bench also comprising
justices B R Gavai and Surya
Kant said Karti can withdraw
the said amount since he has
already returned. The condition
was imposed by the apex court
after the ED had opposed his
plea for travel abroad. Karti has
been facing ED cases in INX
media and Aircel-Maxis matters. 

On May 7 last year, the top
court had allowed Karti to trav-
el to the United Kingdom, the
US, France, Germany and Spain.
The court, on the ED’s request,
had earlier asked Karti to file an
undertaking that he would
return to India and cooperate
with the investigation, and
warned that if he did not do so
it would “come down heavily”

on him.
The probe agency had ear-

lier opposed Karti’s plea seeking
permission to travel abroad and
alleged that he has been evasive,
non-cooperative and caused
delay in completing the investi-
gations. The ED had earlier
claimed that Karti has been
“blatantly misusing” the liberty
granted by the court in allowing
him to travel abroad and has
been using the same to protract
the investigation in the case.
Karti is facing several criminal
cases being  investigated by the
ED and  CBI  including one
which relates to the Foreign
Investment Promotion Board
clearance to INX Media for
receiving foreign funds of Rs 305
crore when his father was the
finance minister.
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Union minister Shripad Naik
issued a statement on his official

letter head, welcoming a Supreme
Court “judgement” that was never
delivered, but withdrew it on realis-
ing the gaffe. 

The BJP leader issued the statement
on Thursday, hours after the apex
court reserved its order on a plea by
a mining company seeking its nod to
commercially use and transport the
already extracted iron ore lying
unused in its mines in Goa.

However, Naik, the Member of
Parliament from North Goa, issued a
statement welcoming the Supreme
Court “judgement” on iron ore mines
in the his home state.

“Welcome judgement by Hon’ble
Supreme Court of India (SC) for
passing judgement on allowing ore
mined till 15th March 2018 as legal
and authorized for transportation,”
Naik said in the statement issued on
his letter head.

When contacted, Naik said he

issued the statement after a couple of
television news channels carried a
report that the SC has given its “ver-
dict” in favour of Goa. When I
realised that the order has been
reserved, the statement was with-
drawn, he said. 

The Union minister said Goans
are waiting eagerly for resumption of
mining activity whose closure has
affected livelihood of several thousand
people. We are expecting the SC to
give relief to the mining-dependent
people, the Minister of State for
Defence said. Immediately after Naik’s
first statement, Goa Chief Minister
Pramod Sawant issued a separate
press release, saying the SC has
reserved its judgement on trans-
portation of the ore extracted prior to
the mining ban. 

Iron ore mining in Goa has come
to a standstill since February 2018,
when the apex court quashed 88
mining leases. The state government
subsequently moved the apex court
with a review petition against its
order.
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Around 70 students and
activists on Friday held a

peaceful protest outside the
Indian Institute of
Management Ahmedabad
(IIMA) here against the
Citizenship (Amendment) Act
(CAA) and National Register of
Citizens (NRC).

The protesters also

expressed their solidarity with
the students of Jawaharlal
Nehru University (JNU) in
New Delhi and 
denounced the violence that
took place there earlier this
month.

This is the third such
protest held outside the IIMA
campus by activists and stu-
dents, mostly from prominent
education institutions like

CEPT University, Gujarat
Vidyapith and Ahmedabad
University, activist-lawyer
Shamshad Pathan said.The
protesters expressed their dis-
sent by holding posters with
slogans — ‘You can’t shut our
voices’, ‘No CAA- No NRC’,
‘Stop violence’, ‘Ahmedabad
supports JNU’, ‘Kagaz nahi
dikhaenge’ (Won’t show docu-
ments).

��$(!��*���"��
��-��.�$�/�##��"��
���!0������
Thrissur: A teacher of a Government girls
school at Kodungallur in Kerala has been sus-
pended after he allegedly asked students to go
to Pakistan if they were not willing to accept
the Citizenship Amendment Act.

According to officials, the action was
taken against the Hindi teacher Kaleshan on
Thursday, after the Education department
deputy director here inquired into the inci-
dent following a complaint filed by the
father of a student through social media.
According to the education department,
Kaleshan, who was suspended pending
inquiry, had entered a class and addressed the
students on the CAA and told them that if
they were not willing to accept the new law,
they should move to Pakistan.  Several stu-
dents had also complained to the headmas-
ter of the Kodungallur girls higher secondary
school against the teacher, who also alleged-
ly used to speak in a sexually coloured man-
ner to the students, officials said. PTI



Why, when the nation should
be focussing all its resources
on remedying its economic
slowdown in a fascinating
but disruptive world driven

by automation and Artificial intelligence (AI),
should we continue to be obsessed with the
past? Well, because history is no longer the
sole purview for reclusive academics tucked
away amid lengths of dust-laden book-
shelves. It’s being revisited and morphed,
bandied about by politicians and re-brand-
ed in the media everyday. It’s used as a veri-
table psychological battleground and there’s
a war, for our allegiance. It’s a campaign char-
acterised by selective erasure, of highlighting
specific events, the systematic reduction of his-
torical figures to mere unidimensional labels
and retro-fitting them into contemporary
political positions.

Take the case of Dara Shukoh, the
would-be emperor of Hindustan, haloed in
his timeless promise of ideal kingship. The tra-
ditional tack of pitting him against his neme-
sis, Aurangzeb, has imploded in recent times.
So much so that even the debate of “good
Muslim versus bad Muslim, good Mughal ver-
sus bad Mughal” has faded away. Dara
Shukoh, rescued from centuries of indiffer-
ence, has re-emerged in his new avatar as “the
emblem of Indianness”, confident and con-
summate. Dara the eternal victim is a notion
of the past and we can all pretend that his bel-
ligerent brother never existed. Ample reasons
are being furnished for this new, posthumous
khitab. The Mughal prince was a deeply syn-
cretic thinker, accomplished scholar, poet and
a theologian of unusual merit; a calligraphist
and connoisseur of the fine arts as well as a
dutiful son and warm-hearted family man.

The first stumbling block comes in the
nature of an anachronistic fallacy: The idea
of retrospectively imposing the concept of
“Indianness” — and by corollary, nationhood
and nation-state and more specifically, the per-
sonification thereof in the form of a deified
“Bharat Mata” — onto the Mughal empire of
the 17th century. The fact is that in our land,
the consciousness of nationhood has evolved
as the end-result of a much later historical
process: The idealistic, patriotic reaction to
the brutal British colonial experience and
rather more tenuous associations with 19th
century European history such as the
Germanic Freiheitzkampf (freedom struggle)
during the Napoleonic regime. This is
brought out very clearly in Sugata Bose’s book,
The Nation as Mother and Other Visions of
Nationhood.

There is, however, another challenge. The
cherry-picking of only the syncretic attribut-
es of Dara completely leaves out other
aspects of his personality. He was habitually
cold and arrogant towards the mass of
courtiers and commanders, who he felt, were
intellectually inferior to him. He was highly
superstitious by nature, easily swayed by mys-
tery, magic and all manner of self-styled god-
men, a conspicuously uninspiring military

commander and an alarmingly
poor judge of human character.
One can well wonder whether,
even assuming he had managed
to ascend the throne, his eclec-
tic nature but indifference
towards administrative and mil-
itary matters would have enabled
him to hold the empire togeth-
er. In the years between 1654 and
September 1657, when Shah
Jahan fell grievously ill — the War
of Succession broke out soon
thereafter — Dara was the de
facto ruler of the empire. This
period was characterised by
moves to thwart campaigns of
territorial expansion in the
Deccan and Kashmir, coupled
with a reclusive temperament and
highly creative outpouring of a
philosophical nature.  In terms of
court politics, Dara displayed a
steady, cold hostility towards the
senior imperial advisors and
commanders and his mutually
acrimonious exchanges with the
seasoned wazir, Saadullah Khan,
almost mirrors the rivalry
between the crown prince Salim
(later, the emperor Jahangir) and
Abul Fazl. But the moot question
is: Would the current unidi-
mensional narrative about Dara
have even brought up these
other facets of his personality and
objectively looked at the man in
the context of his times?

Separated from Dara Shukoh
by almost two-and-a-half cen-
turies but basking in this same
Lazarus light is Vinayak
Damodar Savarkar. Stymied

through the prime of his life by
the draconian prisons of the
British Raj and then after
Independence, even posthu-
mously, by a succession of
Congress-led Governments, only
in recent years has his release
from oblivion taken place. The
image of the controversial polit-
ical leader has been resurrected
by the present administration to
larger-than-life proportions and
with it, his ethos of Hindutva. 

This very term has come to
denote a number of aspects in
our common perception, the re-
establishment of rituals and reli-
gious practices (including the cult
of cow worship) in the heart of
societal life, the retention — and
at times, deepening — of the
fault-lines of caste and a steadfast
advocacy of vegetarianism,
among other things.
Consequently, the image of
Savarkar looms before us as an
austere, conservative traditional-
ist, steeped in the rituals of his
faith, a sort of archetypal Hindu
counterpoint to the ulema. And
politically, a Hindu Jinnah.

But is that who he was, in
reality? A recent biography,
sourcing the treatises, letters and
speeches of this polemic leader in
the original Marathi, reveals a
very different picture. Savarkar’s
conception of Hindutva, the
book informs us, was essential-
ly political, a move to galvanise
the eternally splintered Hindu
communities into a homogenous
whole — and not an ultra-reli-

gious manifesto. In Savarkar’s
credo, the key to achieving this
was the uniting and unionising
of the Hindu polity, across caste
lines. Far from being a tradition-
alist, this high-caste Chitpavan
Brahmin established a Patit
Pavan temple open to all castes,
organised inter-caste dinners
and marriages and did not per-
sonally care for rituals, including
that of cow worship. In this
more objective narrative,
Savarkar emerges not as a fanat-
ic but an astute rationalist, who
rejected the Gandhian project,
and wholeheartedly espoused
industrialisation as the vehicle of
progress in the future.

A significant aspect of
Savarkar’s life, unravelled in the
biography, further belies the uni-
dimensional label adduced to
him. In The Indian War of
Independence, his first major lit-
erary work that catapulted him
to fame — and in the eyes of the
colonial rulers, notoriety — he
presented his narrative as a uni-
fied uprising against the British
oppressors, stemming from a
strong sense of nationhood.
Savarkar’s position in this book
is unambiguously secular —
Hindu satraps and comman-
ders had rallied in unison against
the British under the flag of the
Muslim Mughal titular monarch,
Bahadur Shah Zafar. There’s no
hint of any deep-seated hatred of
the Muslims, which henceforth
became the quintessential trait
associated with him. In fact, it was

only later, triggered by particu-
lar experiences and tribulations
during his long incarceration in
the Cellular Jail of the Andamans,
that Savarkar developed his ani-
mosity towards the Muslims.

We’re now faced with a lin-
gering, larger question, which is
central to this whole issue. Is there
still a purpose to all this indulging
in history in today’s world? The
Churchillian, though unorigi-
nal, viewpoint purported to
answer this question: “Those
who fail to learn from history are
condemned to repeat it.” But such
aphorisms have long since dis-
solved into clichés. 

Contemporary thinkers such
as Yuval Noah Harari are not only
more ambitious, they’re also
more persistent when demand-
ing our participation: “Though
historians occasionally try their
hand at prophecy (without
notable success), the study of his-
tory aims above all to make us
aware of possibilities we don’t
normally consider. Historians
study the past not in order to
avoid repeating it — or perpet-
uate it — but in order to be lib-
erated from it.”

As India charters its course
through the 21st century, the lib-
eration we all need is not from the
glories of the past but from its
burdens — communal, econom-
ic and psychological.

(The writer is a columnist,
business advisor and entrepreneur.
He is the author of Dara Shukoh:
The Man Who Would Be King)
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Sir — It is disappointing that
educated politicians speak irre-
sponsibly. Congress leader
Shashi Tharoor criticised Delhi
Chief Minister Arvind Kejriwal
by comparing him to a “eunuch.”
Leaders must inspire the mass-
es, otherwise their words can
adversely impact the mindset of
their supporters.

Ravi
Via email

��	�������������

Sir — This refers to the editorial,
“SC to the rescue” (January 16).
There have been several controver-
sies about the educational quali-
fications of some of our Ministers.
A complete mismatch between the
claims made by them and their
marks in their certificates has
been found. How then do they
expect the citizens to have all nec-
essary documents? If there is merit
in the Citizenship Amendment Act
(CAA), it must be explained.
Before it is applied throughout the
country, our leaders must first pass
the CAA test. 

Even then questions will

remain. How can the poor, the
nomads and marginalised people
fetch old documents? Moreover, it
is ludicrous to ask the adivasis,
who have been living in the coun-
try for centuries, to produce papers
to prove their citizenship. There is
a complete lack of clarity with
regard to the documents that will
be accepted as proof of citizenship. 

Sujit De
Kolkata

�	����������

Sir — The Indian Space Research
Organisation (ISRO) must be
complimented for successfully
launching the GSAT-30 into the
orbit. After last year’s setback,
where the Chandrayaan-2 mis-
sion failed to touch down on the
lunar surface, this is its first
launch this year. GSAT-30 is

aimed at eliminating the techni-
cal bottlenecks not only for the
country’s communication sys-
tem but also of a large number of
Asian countries. Given that ISRO
has helped India earn several
firsts through its space missions
in the recent past, hopefully, it will
continue pushing the boundaries
of Indian space science.

Yugal Kishore Sharma
Faridabad

�����������������

Sir — Kudos to the Ministry of
AYUSH for coming out with an
excellent initiative to make peo-
ple at work destress and refresh
themselves through Y-BREAK
or Yoga break — a five-minute
exercise designed to make profes-
sionals at workplaces get some
physical activity. It will help keep
the mind tension-free and also
enhance lifestyle apart from
increasing productivity. This pro-
ject may soon become a part of
the schedule at all Government
institutions and corporate bodies.
Around 15 institutions, including
corporate houses like Tata
Chemicals, Axis Bank and Ernst
& Young Global Consulting
Services, have volunteered to
join the project.  

Booklets and videos on how
to practise yoga will be given to
the staff at the work places.
Besides, the Ministry would also
provide all possible help and sup-
port to see that this programme
is inculcated among all. 

M Pradyu
Kannur
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Despite the concerns of policymakers and plan-
ners regarding the efficient management of
natural resources, the threat to them is grow-

ing exponentially by the day. This is because the
country’s efforts towards market-led development
are eating up our social, natural and cultural capi-
tal faster than ever. Unfortunately today, the core
issue of a preferred pattern of growth is hidden
behind the innocuous facade of Gross Domestic
Product (GDP) growth as the supreme objective.
Decisions on all matters related to development
require the adoption of a holistic approach because
the need for environmental improvement is not able
to attract appropriate investments. This is mostly
owing to the fact that they are essentially long-term
in nature and their support to sustained economic
growth is seldom appreciated or quantified. In a
world which refuses to adopt the concept of a steady
state of long-term economic growth, sustainability
is seen as absurdity.

Gradually, however, the world is coming to
realise that there is no alternative to sustainability
and the present trajectory of economic growth
divorced from environmental considerations is drag-
ging us towards the reckless path of mass extinction.
The fact remains that there is no alternative to a con-
certed effort towards sustainable management of nat-
ural resources that demands collective action at the
regional, national and global level. 

The key areas in which action is required are
big investments designed towards land, water, and
biodiversity conservation, apart from simultaneous
reduction in emissions on a mass scale. That includes
Herculean efforts in jealously safeguarding forests;
reduction and diversion in investment in new
sources of energy away from dirty sources like coal,
crude and nuclear power; improvement in availabil-
ity and affordability of public transport systems with
metro and light rail systems everywhere; switching
to material and energy-efficient houses; smart elec-
trical grids carrying renewable energy and all these
supported by massive research efforts to improve effi-
ciencies as we move on. Considering the increase
in the pressure on forests, sincere efforts to mobilise
agroforestry initiatives coupled with adequate sci-
entific support, extension and education in resource
literacy are a must. This great leap, however, will
necessitate the shedding of our preoccupation with
short-term gains that creates hurdles in integrating
economic growth-related issues and sustainable
management of natural resources. In short, the plan-
ners have to accept without any inhibitions the holis-
tic approach which considers ecology, economics and
ethics as a part of a whole interconnected circle —
which at present appears to have been broken. 

A careful consideration of the policy impact of
different sectors, the essential trade-off between dif-
ferent sectors for restoration and development of nat-
ural resources, would have created huge economic
demand and job opportunities for a wider base of
poor like tribals and others residing in far-flung areas.
One cannot overlook the fact that the economic
health of any society or country in the ultimate analy-
sis is supported by its basic ecological status. 

Let us take forests as their management is impor-
tant. However, effective linkage of forestry with other
important sectors of the economy is not yet in place.
Forest-based activities have largest forward and back-
ward economic linkages. Just to elaborate: Along with
the flexibility of capital, skill and energy requirement;
it has a spectrum of activities, ranging from value-

addition activity at the household level to
micro industries and small sawmills to for-
est-based industries and to a totally com-
puterised ayurvedic drug as also the
paper industry. Policy measures and
activities in other sectors mar the ability
of the forests to perform their economic,
social and environmental roles, as much
as the policies set in forestry do.

In fact, policy decisions taken outside
the forestry sector may be detrimental or
beneficial for effective functioning of ser-
vices from forests on a long-term basis. Let
us take, for example, the development of
infrastructure. The policy instruments
attempting modernisation of transport,
telecommunication and highways do cre-
ate both positive and negative impacts for
forest conservation and development.
They do improve forest firefighting and
public awareness of environmental issues
but also create backlash in the shape of for-
est degradation. Pucca roads through for-
est habitats serve as barrier for dissemi-
nation of pollen grains, mating of small-
er animals and recharging of underground
water reserves, loss of hybrid vigour due
to inbreeding and related extinction,
noise and other disturbances resulting in
the decline of reproduction or mating of
many wildlife species. Measures are need-
ed to strengthen the positive impacts and
reduce the negative fallouts.

Careful planning and strict imple-
mentation could avoid many such back-
lashes. Provision of compensatory
afforestation elsewhere can never be a sub-
stitute for loss of natural forest and its
ecosystem services at the point of concern.

An overarching policy of creating a
platform for dialogue can remove barri-
ers between sectors and institutions cur-
rently working with different myopic man-
dates. Understanding of involved trade-
offs in natural ecosystems and benefits of
harmony among forestry and other land-
based sectors are urgently needed. Canada

already has the provision for removing
barriers between institutions and orient-
ing them towards a philosophy of com-
mon goals. An outcome of this is a model
forest programme in which forests are
managed by a partnership of diverse inter-
est groups of industry, conservationists,
community, aboriginals and so on. 

Professional forestry in a country like
India needs a radical change. Our
Government, committed to social justice,
has so far failed to adequately recognise
that the services needed by people cannot
come from the Forest Department staffed
by men trained as professional foresters
in the core subject. 

It is well understood by now that for-
est ecosystems have multifarious roles to
play in helping the country in halting the
downward spiral of land degradation; in
restoring the vitality of the land; in pro-
tecting land from wind and water erosion;
in job creation in far-flung areas; in car-
bon sequestration and of course in com-
batting climate change-related problems.

A location-specific proper model of
agroforestry can promote and sustain an
intrinsically-sustainable and resilient agri-
culture system especially under margin-
al conditions. There is a whole range of
local problems of forestry that requires dif-
ferent solutions based on different strate-
gies. Placements of Indian Forest Service
Officers in different development
Ministries are adequate proof of the fact
that forestry professionals can handle var-
ious dimensions of administrative work.
Their special inputs, in fact, through pro-
vision of new insights in relating conser-
vation and sustainable management of
natural resources to their respective sec-
tors of economy will be their most worth-
while contribution to the country. 

Gradually provisions are being made
for placement of environmental person-
nel in industries and other Government
departments too. Their roles, more often

than not, are generally confined towards
pollution abatement measures. It will be
better if they are designated as natural
resource managers with additional man-
date of looking at the use or abuse of nat-
ural resources for sustainable develop-
ment. In addition, the time has come for
university courses to be re-designed and
made compulsory in all branches of edu-
cation apart from promoting and subsi-
dising the courses of management of nat-
ural resources on a sustainable base as the
core subject. 

The horizon of knowledge about nat-
ural resources is ever-expanding and
accordingly conservation is reinventing
itself. New models in forestry as well as
agriculture incorporating the role of trees
that are known to exert an influence far
beyond their immediate environment, can
go a long way to save the farmers from
committing suicides and help them go
ahead on the path of sustainable develop-
ment. 

Conservation of resources and sus-
tainable development is the bedrock of
survival of mankind but conservation
today is much more than merely a choice
in favour of one’s long-term economic self-
interest. 

It entails moral choices and respon-
sibilities, too, involving the community of
all life forms in the company of which we
have evolved and to which we essential-
ly belong. Further, it has to be alive to the
issues of inter-generational equity.
Conservation and sustainable manage-
ment of natural resources, within this per-
spective, is a radical endeavour to save
Earth itself and that will essentially have
to derive strength from knowledge, eth-
ical value, wealth of our dreams and an
understanding of nature as a sacred
space.  

(The writer is Advisor at Amity
University and former Principal Chief
Conservator of Forests, Uttar Pradesh)
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Finance Minister Nirmala
Sitharaman will present her
first full Union Budget on

February 1 and people are expecting
some out of the box initiatives to
stimulate the economic growth of the
country. Some of the key macroeco-
nomic indicators like the Gross
Domestic Product (GDP) growth,
tax collection, credit growth and so
on, indicate that the economy is grap-
pling with a slowdown which is large-
ly due to a decline in demand. 

Global trade protectionism, a
looming oil crisis and a rise in retail
inflation are further aggravating the
situation. Given the current econom-
ic scenario, it would be too optimistic
to believe that growth will jump and

the private sector will start investing
all of a sudden in the coming fiscal.

India has a federal structure
where sufficient autonomy has been
given to State Governments. This
autonomy is not just for making leg-
islations and administration over the
territory but it extends to the fiscal
arena also. The States are getting their
fair share of revenue after the imple-
mentation of the recommendations
of the Fourteenth Finance
Commission. 

Our constitutional mechanism
empowers the State Governments to
deal with the matters which come
under the State List, as per the
Seventh Schedule of the
Constitution, and they have joint
control over the matters coming
under the Concurrent List.

Despite the enormous powers
given to States and the responsibili-
ty entrusted upon the State
Legislature, it is a fact that whenev-
er the question of economic growth
arises, people always look to the
Union Government. The fact that the
union is nothing but a sum of all
States should be appreciated and,

therefore, the journey towards eco-
nomic prosperity is the equal respon-
sibility of both the Centre and the
States. A common man doesn’t want
to be entangled in a tug of war
between warring politicians but
unfortunately, gaining and retaining
power is more important for people
who are sitting at the helm of affairs
than the welfare of the people who
put them there. 

There is a general perception that
a State which is ruled by the same
political faction for a relatively longer
period offers far more policy certain-
ty and enhances its ability to attract
investors. It is also perceived that hav-
ing a Government of the same
party/coalition at both the Centre
and State helps in the unimpeded
growth of the State. 

However, if we see the data for
the two most populous States of the
country viz. Uttar Pradesh (UP)
and Bihar, then these notions will
prove to be a myth. 

Bihar has been continuously
ruled by Nitish Kumar for the last 15
years (except for a short while when
Jitan Ram Manjhi was at the helm). 

In the case of UP, most of the
time the State was ruled by
Governments which had allies at the
Centre. 

However, despite this favourable
political environment, these States
are not doing well economically
and are called the BIMARU States.
This means that the State-level politi-
cians are not doing good enough
work for their development. This
lackadaisical attitude of State
Governments stems from the fact
that economic growth and job cre-
ation are considered the sole respon-
sibility of the Union Government,
which it is not. 

For Chief Ministers it is easy to
pass the buck on to the Centre in case
questions regarding the economy and
development are asked. 

The persona-centric politics of
the major parties like the BJP and the
Congress is also to be blamed for not
grooming the State leadership and
not pushing regional leaders to pre-
sent a development role model for
others. 

The people of the country all
want jobs and a higher income  and

a better quality of life. For this, we
have to start making State-level
leaders accountable and question
their inability to deliver on their
promises made during the election
campaigns.

Economic reforms are an ongo-
ing process and investors continu-
ously evaluate various investment
options before committing their
resources. Land and labour reforms
are the most critical of all the struc-
tural changes which this country
needs. Land comes under the State
List and matters related to labour are
part of the Concurrent List. Among
various things, an investor looks for
infrastructure and the law and order
situation. These two vital prerequi-
sites for development also fall under
the domain of States. If we take stock
of all the major areas which need
improvement for attracting invest-
ment then, barring fiscal and mon-
etary policies, almost all the key items
are either in the State List or the
Concurrent List of the Constitution.

The rural economy and the
Micro, Small and Medium
Enterprises (MSME) sector are fac-

ing severe distress. The rural econ-
omy is largely driven by agricultur-
al activities and as a matter of fact,
the farm sector accounts for almost
half of the workforce employed in
our country and contributes 18 per
cent to the GDP. Similarly, the
MSME sector contributes almost 29
per cent to the GDP and more than
45 per cent of product exports come
from this sector. State Governments
are uniquely positioned to under-
stand local needs and tailor schemes
as per those requirements, including
tax concessions by reducing State
Goods and Services Tax rates.
Central schemes are applied across
the country and “one size fits all” may
not be true in every situation. 

If India has to grow, then State
Governments should take ownership
for development and people should
also ask regional leaders to deliver on
their promises. This nation belongs
to all and therefore development is
the collective responsibility of all of
us, particularly those who have been
given the mandate to rule.

(The writer is a Chartered
Accountant)
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With the Supreme Court
rejecting a review of its

order that put �1.47 lakh crore
liability of past dues on telecom
firms, Vodafone Idea’s ability to
compete in the Indian market
is likely to weaken and this will
provide an opportunity for
Bharti Airtel and Reliance Jio to
gain market share, Moody’s
Investors Service said on Friday.

“The financial burden will
likely further weaken Vodafone
Idea’s ability to compete in the
Indian market, potentially pro-
viding an opportunity for com-
petitors Bharti and Jio to gain
market share,” the US-based
agency said.

Moody’s further added:
“While a fresh blow, the judg-
ment is no real surprise and
Bharti had already made pro-
visions to help offset the impact
on its balance sheet.
Nevertheless, the impact on its
credit profile will likely be sig-
nificant, with both debt and
leverage set to rise.”

Meanwhile, Bharti Airtel
and Vodafone Idea are evalu-
ating filing a curative petition
before the apex court for relax-
ation on penalties and payment
deadline. In a statement, Bharti
Airtel, which faces a liability of
nearly �35,586 crore, said it was
disappointed by the order and
was now “evaluating filing a

curative petition”. Vodafone
Idea, which has to pay �53,038
crore, said it was also “explor-
ing further options, including
filing of a curative petition”.
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Moody’s Investors Service
has placed Yes Bank’s long-term
foreign currency issuer rating of
B2 under review, with the direc-
tion uncertain, citing “slowness
in raising new capital”.

“The placing of Yes Bank’s
deposit rating of B2 under
review reflects Moody’s expec-
tation that the bank’s standalone
viability is getting increasingly
challenged by its slowness in
raising new capital,” the US-
based agency has said in a state-
ment. 

It further said the potential
credit risk to the bank’s senior
creditors is uncertain, because
there are a number of diverse
scenarios that could affect the
rating in either positive or neg-
ative directions. 

Yes Bank is in discussions
with a number of investors to
raise new equity capital, which
would be credit positive if exe-
cuted successfully, Moody’s said
adding that “If the bank suc-
cessfully recapitalises and repairs
and cleans its balance sheet, its
ratings could stabilise or face
upward pressure”.

	���� ()(4�	

Market gauges Sensex
and Nifty gave up
early gains to close on

a flat note on Friday as
investors moved to the sidelines
amid concerns that the
Supreme Court ruling on tele-
com AGR issue might further
aggravate stressed assets prob-
lem in the banking sector.

At the closing bell, the
BSE benchmark Sensex was up
12.81 points or 0.03 per cent at
41,945.37. The index also
marked its new all-time high of
42,063.93 in intraday trading,
before surrendering some of its
gains.

The broader Nifty, howev-
er, settled 3.15 points or 0.025
per cent lower at 12,352.35. The
NSE barometer too touched its
life-time intraday peak of
12,385.45 in early deals before
losing momentum.

During the week, the
Sensex advanced 345.65 points
or 0.83 per cent; while the Nifty
rose 95.55 points or 0.77 per
cent.

In a session marked by
high volatility, gains in Reliance
Industries offset losses in other
heavyweights HDFC, ICICI
Bank and TCS.

On the Sensex chart, Bharti
Airtel was the top gainer, ral-
lying 5.47 per cent, after experts
said the Supreme Court’s rejec-

tion of a review of its order that
put �1.47 lakh crore liability of
past dues on telcos, will weak-
en Vodafone Idea’s ability to
compete in the Indian market;
in turn, providing an opportu-
nity for Bharti Airtel and
Reliance Jio to gain market
share.

Shares of Vodafone Idea
plunged 25.21 per cent.

Ahead of their quarterly
earnings, Reliance Industries
and HCL Tech advanced up to
2.79 per cent, while TCS fell
0.79 per cent.

Heavyweight HDFC
dropped 1.23 per cent.

In percentage terms,
IndusInd Bank, SBI, HDFC,
ICICI Bank and L&T were
among the top losers.

On the contrary, Bharti
Airtel, Reliance, Sun Pharma,
HCL Tech and Maruti Suzuki
emerged as major gainers.

Sectorally, BSE bankex,
metal, finance, capital goods
and IT indices fell up to 0.78
per cent. While energy, tele-
com, healthcare, consumer
durables, power and auto
indices rose up to 1.79 per cent.

In the broader market, BSE
midcap and smallcap indices
rose up to 0.54 per cent.

“As anticipated, mid and
small caps are outpacing the
broader market. . .  Main
indices are impacted by
Supreme Court verdict on

AGR, having an effect on
telecom and banking sectors
which are already facing NPA
problem. The pre-budget rally
has been very solid on a
month-on-month basis, mar-
ket may consolidate in the
short-term and take cues from
the actual budget and on-
going results,” Vinod Nair,
head of research at Geojit
Financial Services, said.

The Supreme Court on
Thursday dismissed review
petitions filed by telecom com-
panies against its October 24,
2019 order that asked for inclu-
sion of non-telecom revenues
for calculating statutory dues
such as licence fee and spec-
trum usage charge.

Dues, which total to �1.47
lakh crore for 15 telecom com-
panies including Airtel and
Vodafone Idea, as per the
October order, have to be paid
by January 23.

According to traders,
domestic investors are awaiting
directional cues from key cor-
porate results for cues amid
concerns over higher bank
non-performing assets and a
spike in retail inflation.

“Global markets witnessed
a strong rally as easing trade
tensions and promising eco-
nomic data buoyed the senti-
ments. Indian markets too
ended the week with strong
gains especially in midcaps

and small caps. Midcap and
small caps have significantly
outperformed the Nifty... We
are seeing strong traction in
the broader market with
revived risk appetite among
investors ahead of Budget,”
Hemang Kapasi, portfolio
manager (equity investment
products) at Sanctum Wealth
Management, said. 

Bourses in Shanghai, Hong
Kong, Tokyo and Seoul ended
higher. European markets also
started on a positive note.

Brent crude oil futures rose
0.36 per cent to USD 64.86 per
barrel.
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The Indian rupee dropped

15 paise to close at 71.08
against the US dollar on Friday
amid strengthening of the
American currency overseas
and rising crude prices.

At the interbank foreign
exchange market, the rupee
opened lower at 70.98 to the US
dollar and lost further momen-
tum to touch a low of 71.10. It
finally settled the day at 71.08,
showing a fall of 15 paise over
its previous close. 

The dollar index, which
gauges the greenback’s strength
against a basket of six curren-
cies, fell by 0.17 per cent to
97.48.

During the week the rupee
has depreciated by 14 paise. 
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Mumbai (PTI): Country’s largest software services major Tata
Consultancy Services (TCS) on Friday reported a muted 0.2 per
cent growth in consolidated net profit at �8,118 crore for the third
quarter ended December 2019. This is against a net profit of �8,105
crore in the year-ago period, TCS said in a BSE filing.

Revenue of the city-based firm grew 6.7 per cent in the quar-
ter under review to �39,854 crore from �37,338 crore in the cor-
responding period of the last fiscal, it added.

“We saw the sectoral trends of the first half of the year con-
tinue to play out in the third quarter. Our robust order book dur-
ing the quarter reflects our ability to pitch innovative technolo-
gy solutions to address the business needs of different stakehold-
ers in the enterprise, and participate in our customers’ enterprise-
wide transformation initiatives,” TCS CEO and managing direc-
tor Rajesh Gopinathan said in a statement. This is helping deep-
en and broaden the company’s customer relationships and make
the business more resilient, he added. 

The TCS board has declared a third interim dividend of �5
per equity Share of �1 each of the company. 
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New Delhi (PTI): IT major HCL Technologies on Friday posted
a 13 per cent rise in its consolidated net profit at �2,944 crore for
the December 2019 quarter. The company had registered a net prof-
it of �2,605 crore in the year-ago period as per Indian Accounting
Standards, HCL Technologies said in a statement.

Its revenue from operations grew 15.5 per cent to �18,135 crore
in the quarter under review, from �15,699 crore in the year-ago
period. The company has revised its revenue growth outlook to
16.5 -17 per cent for 2019-20 from its previous forecast of 15-17
per cent topline growth in constant currency terms.

HCL Technologies’ board has declared a dividend of �2 per
share.

“We continue our stellar performance over the years and have
now crossed a revenue run rate of USD 10 billion this quarter. Our
revenues have grown 16.4 per cent year-on-year in constant cur-
rency and we have delivered a strong 20.2 per cent earnings before
interest and taxes (EBIT),” HCL Technologies President and CEO
C Vijayakumar said. He added that within two quarters of its incep-
tion, HCL Software has already onboarded 4,600 customers. “I am
pleased that our results continue to validate and reinforce our
growth, profitability and investment strategies,” Vijayakumar said.
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Script Open High Low LTP
DRREDDY 2943.00 3049.05 2942.00 3033.65
ICICIBANK 537.00 537.90 530.30 530.90
RELIANCE 1551.15 1584.80 1551.15 1580.65
BHARTIARTL 470.10 503.60 470.10 500.00
IDEA 5.43 5.43 3.66 4.51
SBIN 314.30 323.50 310.65 318.00
INDUSINDBK 1356.00 1376.50 1317.40 1352.55
YESBANK 37.30 39.55 37.20 39.25
EDELWEISS 104.00 107.30 102.75 105.80
HDFCBANK 1285.00 1285.00 1271.95 1277.85
PEL 1553.00 1655.00 1551.55 1627.05
INFRATEL 225.00 228.60 210.85 218.30
LT 1325.00 1325.75 1302.00 1304.55
IBULHSGFIN 307.90 311.00 303.20 304.65
GLAXO 1636.50 1645.00 1621.10 1627.15
CYIENT 463.00 463.00 443.45 454.30
TATAMOTORS 198.15 199.45 195.85 197.25
TCS 2242.00 2254.20 2213.05 2218.05
MARUTI 7458.00 7566.00 7435.00 7524.55
MGL 1129.00 1173.00 1111.90 1136.90
MRF 67301.05 69980.00 67300.00 69380.50
GRAPHITE 316.00 324.70 313.50 315.65
TATASTEEL 494.00 498.90 492.40 495.30
DMART 1946.00 1999.00 1932.90 1989.60
ADANIENT 215.00 229.25 213.50 228.35
ADANIGREEN 170.75 188.35 170.75 188.35
APOLLOHOSP 1604.70 1624.00 1580.70 1619.15
GRASIM 724.00 772.40 715.00 768.45
CARERATING 630.00 644.95 625.20 636.05
AVANTI 750.00 769.90 718.55 722.55
RALLIS 207.00 227.45 207.00 220.45
TATAGLOBAL 384.90 384.90 376.65 380.30
RBLBANK 351.90 351.90 341.00 343.85
AXISBANK 736.30 742.00 731.00 739.80
OBEROIRLTY 548.70 561.80 540.00 543.75
JAICORPLTD 115.00 121.90 115.00 117.15
AMBUJACEM 209.70 212.20 208.70 210.50
HINDUNILVR 2046.05 2063.95 2040.05 2059.20
MFSL 535.10 538.10 518.25 524.45
JINDALSTEL 179.00 180.85 175.90 177.00
DLF 258.90 262.00 257.00 261.15
MCX 1373.00 1398.85 1360.00 1377.15
BEML 1034.00 1034.00 1011.00 1014.45
HDFCLIFE 608.90 611.40 601.85 607.60
L&TFH 126.90 129.10 126.35 127.25
ZEEL 284.00 284.35 277.50 281.70
ACC 1503.40 1522.75 1496.25 1512.80
HDFCAMC 3258.00 3271.75 3245.00 3263.40
HAVELLS 644.90 651.40 637.60 638.55
BPCL 461.95 465.20 452.40 454.00
STRTECH 125.00 136.30 123.25 134.15
BANKBARODA 97.00 98.20 95.40 97.30
IGL 459.00 479.25 453.60 469.00
LINDEINDIA 721.60 740.00 719.40 728.85
HEG 1144.00 1168.25 1125.60 1132.30
BAJFINANCE 4220.30 4242.50 4204.30 4230.50
SUNPHARMA 448.90 456.00 446.00 454.45
KOTAKBANK 1720.00 1720.00 1690.50 1697.80
M&M 567.40 574.05 565.45 569.00
PAGEIND 25431.15 25960.00 25297.20 25832.40
COALINDIA 209.95 210.30 206.15 207.95
IDFCFIRSTB 43.65 44.30 41.40 43.55
COLPAL 1514.35 1518.60 1506.50 1509.40
CEATLTD 1053.70 1053.70 1015.55 1021.20
EICHERMOT 21500.00 21764.00 21118.05 21295.65
WOCKPHARMA 275.80 289.50 268.50 286.65
INFY 771.00 772.00 762.70 767.85
RAIN 125.90 127.85 122.90 124.55
REPCOHOME 327.00 327.85 322.30 324.90
LUPIN 754.15 770.00 752.20 766.25
HCLTECH 580.00 602.00 580.00 598.80
SAIL 50.40 51.85 50.30 50.95
HDFC 2471.00 2478.00 2449.00 2453.95
PNB 63.00 63.90 61.30 63.20
CANBK 218.00 223.70 216.00 221.55
SUNTV 478.00 488.75 477.00 485.15
NIITTECH 1779.15 1817.60 1778.00 1798.55
JSWSTEEL 278.15 279.50 272.80 273.25
JKTYRE 85.00 87.70 84.10 84.60
KANSAINER 523.45 529.75 514.00 516.00
ITC 241.50 242.10 239.40 239.85
ICICIGI 1415.05 1435.00 1396.30 1411.35
BANDHANBNK 475.90 484.90 475.30 480.60
VENKYS 1779.80 1855.00 1775.00 1811.15
FORCEMOT 1375.20 1423.80 1359.55 1404.45
VEDL 163.00 163.05 159.00 159.55
ESCORTS 688.25 707.80 688.25 705.65
IRB 95.70 102.80 94.30 100.50
TORNTPHARM 1946.00 2028.00 1931.75 2006.60
GLENMARK 351.70 365.15 350.55 360.15
PNBHOUSING 533.80 546.10 518.50 529.65
SIEMENS 1549.50 1597.15 1536.65 1588.40
BEL 106.40 108.90 104.80 108.50
VINATIORGA 2013.55 2195.00 2007.90 2128.65
ASHOKLEY 84.00 84.75 83.15 84.00
HINDALCO 209.05 212.00 208.45 210.00
PHILIPCARB 136.90 145.30 135.80 141.55
ADANIGAS 173.10 178.50 171.80 174.45
JUSTDIAL 591.00 599.50 589.10 591.55
STAR 389.90 389.90 384.85 386.80
SPARC 190.55 191.55 187.45 188.55
BERGEPAINT 550.00 565.05 545.10 563.25
AUROPHARMA 476.30 489.75 476.00 486.25
ABCAPITAL 107.95 111.00 105.25 110.15
IDBI 36.00 36.20 35.70 35.80
NCC 59.90 60.90 59.35 59.60
RAYMOND 670.35 707.45 662.10 695.90

TVSMOTOR 490.00 499.45 482.40 485.05
NOCIL 125.00 127.50 122.20 123.00
ULTRACEMCO 4445.00 4521.00 4414.90 4488.70
SBILIFE 1000.00 1008.95 985.80 996.45
GAIL 127.50 127.50 122.80 126.35
ADANIPOWER 64.50 65.95 64.30 64.60
SRF 3579.30 3653.85 3575.00 3624.15
TORNTPOWER 304.00 319.40 304.00 313.05
EMAMILTD 322.00 357.00 322.00 351.30
LICHSGFIN 471.25 471.25 458.00 466.30
CASTROLIND 133.30 139.25 132.85 138.05
NESTLEIND 15399.00 15599.00 15365.00 15441.35
APOLLOTYRE 177.75 182.30 177.20 179.95
IOC 124.50 124.50 122.35 122.65
BOMDYEING 88.25 91.45 88.25 89.70
INDIACEM 86.00 87.70 85.70 86.20
BALKRISIND 1109.65 1117.35 1091.80 1109.00
TATACHEM 737.05 750.00 735.00 746.90
GHCL 205.10 216.00 205.10 213.95
BIOCON 288.10 291.85 286.20 290.45
BAJAJFINSV 9599.00 9745.10 9599.00 9706.25
FEDERALBNK 92.90 93.40 91.35 91.65
RAJESHEXPO 720.00 720.35 697.50 712.05
LTI 1904.00 1918.15 1881.10 1900.45
NBCC 38.20 39.05 37.50 37.60
ASIANPAINT 1836.00 1839.35 1815.90 1831.20
CADILAHC 271.85 272.75 267.00 269.10
MOTHERSUMI 143.95 143.95 139.40 139.90
HINDPETRO 249.95 252.55 246.80 249.60
HEROMOTOCO 2442.00 2473.95 2425.00 2452.30
SUDARSCHEM 458.95 477.50 453.60 469.15
DISHTV 12.74 13.32 12.53 13.07
TITAN 1193.10 1196.35 1184.25 1188.25
CGCL 197.00 198.55 195.00 195.95
WIPRO 252.70 253.75 250.00 251.00
NATIONALUM 47.65 47.70 46.25 46.50
ASHOKA 106.75 118.65 106.75 116.60
INDIGO 1460.00 1479.25 1449.80 1472.60
SPICEJET 104.00 104.80 102.70 103.20
UPL 588.00 597.15 586.50 588.95
TATAELXSI 959.00 963.50 941.00 946.60
RNAM 349.30 352.95 345.10 345.75
NTPC 121.45 121.80 120.80 121.20
ITI 105.00 105.40 102.30 103.15
ONGC 125.00 125.55 124.00 125.35
BHEL 47.10 47.10 46.05 46.15
HSCL 71.95 73.90 71.25 72.40
SRTRANSFIN 1108.00 1111.40 1084.65 1087.35
TATAPOWER 61.00 62.10 60.85 61.50
GNFC 200.00 201.80 196.10 197.55
GRANULES 145.95 146.35 139.70 142.00
IBREALEST 101.80 104.20 98.80 102.80
VOLTAS 698.90 712.80 698.35 705.05
GODFRYPHLP 1418.00 1480.00 1398.30 1459.65
CUMMINSIND 594.00 596.10 578.00 578.95
AMARAJABAT 785.00 787.85 778.20 782.10
WABAG 223.85 229.80 220.35 225.20
TATAMTRDVR 82.80 83.70 82.20 82.65
DABUR 489.95 491.35 486.60 489.85
PIDILITIND 1453.00 1454.35 1435.00 1448.80
WELSPUNIND 50.15 52.75 49.80 52.15
BRITANNIA 3157.95 3167.85 3117.10 3127.15

GUJGAS 272.00 275.75 267.75 269.70
ICICIPRULI 490.50 492.50 480.65 481.60
M&MFIN 359.10 361.30 354.50 360.00
AJANTPHARM 1120.15 1171.00 1118.70 1133.75
EIDPARRY 237.95 240.00 227.00 228.00
JINDALSAW 97.40 101.25 97.40 98.30
MINDTREE 903.00 903.60 880.45 882.85
SCI 62.25 63.75 61.65 63.00
PCJEWELLER 24.00 24.00 23.10 23.15
BAJAJ-AUTO 3106.75 3138.00 3099.00 3116.50
BALRAMCHIN 193.20 195.00 191.25 191.85
POWERGRID 197.00 197.80 193.90 197.40
MANAPPURAM 183.95 183.95 180.65 182.05
DCAL 92.40 92.40 84.30 84.30
POLYCAB 1111.45 1124.20 1093.75 1108.40
NMDC 130.55 131.25 129.10 129.65
EQUITAS 104.90 106.90 104.55 105.30
GMRINFRA 24.10 24.10 23.45 23.55
INFIBEAM 59.20 59.85 57.50 57.95
BATAINDIA 1787.00 1799.00 1783.95 1789.60
BOSCHLTD 14911.00 15444.00 14903.90 15388.25
WELCORP 182.10 184.50 179.40 181.10
KEC 326.05 349.85 326.05 343.50

TECHM 782.85 786.75 775.60 778.30
UJJIVAN 332.00 341.40 332.00 339.15
FRETAIL 350.00 352.65 346.45 350.50
RELINFRA 22.30 22.30 21.30 21.30
GESHIP 344.80 369.35 336.00 350.00
TRENT 585.25 597.00 566.00 589.60
RITES 318.35 324.00 317.35 319.95
DELTACORP 197.75 203.95 197.75 200.20
CESC 749.85 780.00 747.30 769.90
DEEPAKNI 384.70 395.00 376.95 390.85
INDOSTAR 241.50 250.90 232.00 240.25
SUPREMEIND 1242.00 1305.00 1235.45 1290.25
SADBHAV 131.25 140.50 129.25 136.95
SUZLON 2.68 2.68 2.50 2.52
BBTC 1165.00 1185.20 1140.25 1144.95
ADANIPORTS 391.20 392.25 385.80 387.45
JUBLFOOD 1750.00 1759.00 1744.00 1749.10
BAJAJELEC 374.00 404.15 374.00 398.05
PFC 123.00 123.45 121.60 122.00
HIMATSEIDE 138.85 147.45 138.45 144.85
NBVENTURES 83.25 95.20 82.90 89.15
PETRONET 275.00 276.00 270.45 272.65
MARICO 349.00 353.85 348.30 349.65
DIVISLAB 1898.00 1915.05 1894.70 1903.45
BASF 1041.00 1087.95 1040.00 1049.35
CIPLA 480.00 482.90 476.80 480.25
LTTS 1660.60 1671.20 1620.00 1634.80
WHIRLPOOL 2448.85 2502.00 2439.10 2494.30
PVR 1915.00 1922.00 1876.35 1913.95
EXIDEIND 197.00 197.85 194.75 196.50
JUBILANT 553.60 574.80 552.25 568.70
KTKBANK 76.90 76.90 74.25 74.85
BANKINDIA 69.00 69.55 68.40 68.80
RAMCOCEM 815.00 829.05 812.65 819.10
SHREECEM 23486.35 23644.45 23219.65 23321.95
UNIONBANK 52.60 53.10 52.25 52.60
GAYAPROJ 81.55 81.55 78.00 79.30
RECLTD 141.00 141.90 139.45 141.05
RCF 54.65 55.25 53.75 53.90
HINDZINC 217.90 219.70 216.25 217.00
GODREJCP 748.00 752.00 741.05 743.75
BIRLACORPN 791.85 801.00 782.80 795.45
IEX 199.95 199.95 183.30 184.75
CROMPTON 248.15 258.30 248.15 253.95
NAVINFLUOR 1080.00 1085.20 1069.00 1074.85
RADICO 353.25 361.35 353.00 356.40
ORIENTBANK 54.00 56.10 52.70 55.30
PRESTIGE 381.00 388.80 370.80 374.45
NAUKRI 2577.80 2610.00 2558.00 2597.95
INDHOTEL 140.95 145.70 139.45 145.25
BHARATFORG 525.15 530.45 519.80 522.35
RELAXO 676.90 682.50 668.70 678.65
PIIND 1466.30 1473.65 1431.80 1439.50
OMAXE 156.00 156.35 154.80 155.20
CONCOR 559.00 561.40 552.30 554.35
CHAMBLFERT 174.00 176.50 168.60 175.20
FINEORG 2044.00 2150.00 2044.00 2118.10
VIPIND 461.15 472.50 461.15 464.70
INDIANB 103.00 103.30 101.30 102.05
SWANENERGY 125.05 125.25 121.70 123.70
ISEC 426.00 437.00 426.00 430.65
MIDHANI 169.30 170.50 164.15 166.45
VARROC 507.60 525.00 485.85 491.10
FORTIS 144.20 144.20 138.70 141.45
MOTILALOFS 853.00 891.80 847.00 880.95
JBCHEPHARM 477.00 484.55 460.35 475.10
AUBANK 877.00 888.00 866.00 877.80
MEGH 63.45 63.95 62.60 62.85
GODREJPROP 987.50 995.00 979.20 986.15
SYMPHONY 1211.00 1223.45 1193.00 1201.30
ALKEM 2361.20 2374.95 2331.00 2336.95
SOUTHBANK 11.14 11.24 10.75 10.94
SUVEN 310.65 315.95 303.55 304.40
DIXON 4174.90 4180.50 4134.05 4164.95
APLLTD 582.00 608.10 582.00 603.55
DCBBANK 203.55 204.10 199.25 203.10
ADANITRANS 330.60 347.00 330.60 340.95
FSL 42.60 44.00 42.10 43.10
KEI 538.00 538.00 523.00 528.50
NIACL 165.15 168.50 162.10 163.45
SANOFI 6737.10 6750.00 6695.30 6728.40
TATACOFFEE 102.85 103.70 98.60 99.35
MUTHOOTFIN 799.90 799.90 775.45 780.00
GUJALKALI 433.00 450.55 433.00 439.60
VMART 1745.00 1849.00 1725.00 1838.40
JMFINANCIL 106.70 107.65 102.05 103.65
JSWENERGY 67.60 68.15 67.00 67.40
SHANKARA 393.00 413.05 392.95 413.05
DHANUKA 447.00 483.00 447.00 478.90
INOXLEISUR 396.50 400.00 389.40 398.65
OIL 155.00 159.20 154.80 156.70
IBULISL 132.20 135.00 129.10 129.10
JSLHISAR 79.85 81.00 78.90 79.85
TV18BRDCST 27.65 27.90 27.10 27.40
JAMNAAUTO 46.65 46.95 45.60 45.75
VBL 750.00 763.75 748.00 750.80
HEXAWARE 336.00 341.75 335.00 340.75
RESPONIND 92.50 93.00 91.60 92.15
HUDCO 41.50 42.30 40.85 41.10
DBL 423.90 432.50 420.30 423.10
GARFIBRES 1325.65 1474.00 1317.15 1430.10
PARAGMILK 154.40 162.70 153.70 158.60
IDFC 39.60 39.60 38.05 38.30
DEEPAKFERT 118.95 119.25 115.40 115.95
TAKE 102.85 109.65 101.90 108.00
CANFINHOME 386.25 390.60 383.60 388.75
JAGRAN* 67.15 68.65 67.05 68.00
IPCALAB 1249.00 1249.85 1225.00 1233.75

UBL 1297.00 1314.10 1289.40 1300.90
QUESS 571.30 577.90 560.00 565.00
GSFC 84.85 86.45 84.05 85.75
JSL 45.25 45.80 43.00 43.90
CHOLAFIN 326.00 329.50 323.45 325.30
METROPOLIS 1646.00 1674.70 1633.15 1647.95
SUNTECK 417.00 417.00 402.00 404.35
HFCL 17.70 17.90 17.25 17.25
SOBHA 443.05 453.00 443.00 450.75
BLISSGVS 149.10 150.85 146.25 147.00
NH 351.60 361.55 350.00 358.65
ENGINERSIN 102.70 103.00 101.45 101.75
RVNL 25.60 25.80 25.15 25.30
HEIDELBERG 194.35 201.20 194.25 195.40
GMDCLTD 72.40 72.40 69.00 69.45
CENTURYPLY 164.75 173.00 163.50 170.05
KNRCON 296.00 300.75 294.60 296.90
VGUARD 225.00 231.00 222.35 229.20
LAXMIMACH 3715.00 3820.00 3700.00 3767.35
CRISIL 1838.00 1839.80 1803.00 1818.30
REDINGTON 117.80 122.10 117.00 117.50
CHENNPETRO 148.75 150.50 144.55 145.70
TATAMETALI 672.50 680.55 649.00 654.25
UFLEX 227.90 233.65 225.65 227.60
GSPL 245.50 245.50 241.30 244.35
RPOWER 2.33 2.33 2.33 2.33
BAYERCROP 4080.00 4196.90 4080.00 4183.60
MMTC 23.50 23.50 22.30 22.50
DHFL 17.30 17.40 16.20 16.95
ABFRL 238.85 239.80 233.00 235.70
TVSSRICHAK 1756.80 1862.75 1750.00 1801.00
AMBER 1340.00 1346.40 1321.00 1325.50
PFIZER 4049.75 4077.15 4038.00 4044.90
BLUEDART 2655.00 2701.10 2635.00 2665.80
HINDCOPPER 47.75 47.75 46.55 46.70
ABBOTINDIA 12621.60 12780.60 12540.00 12576.80
HATHWAY 23.95 23.95 21.70 22.05
ITDC 324.80 324.80 313.00 315.70
CUB 243.30 246.50 238.20 244.10
GSKCONS 8899.00 8959.80 8850.00 8925.30
MRPL 47.75 47.85 46.20 46.70
NESCO 719.60 725.00 706.45 711.35
JCHAC 2025.00 2142.80 2025.00 2079.05
IIFL 148.00 150.00 146.45 149.00
DCMSHRIRAM 419.95 431.10 417.20 419.40
RELCAPITAL 11.10 11.19 10.89 10.89
GALAXYSURF 1457.45 1480.00 1443.40 1464.05
PGHL 4310.60 4338.00 4281.00 4307.35
GRINDWELL 615.00 637.00 612.85 632.50
TRIDENT 7.45 7.62 7.35 7.39
LALPATHLAB 1681.95 1700.00 1662.00 1668.50
GICRE 258.60 263.80 256.15 257.45
JKLAKSHMI 347.00 348.00 340.35 343.10
SUNDRMFAST 500.50 519.00 500.50 514.70
COCHINSHIP 425.00 433.75 423.00 424.80
IRCON 442.00 445.00 431.00 432.85
KRBL 271.00 276.30 266.00 272.65
ESSELPRO 172.45 178.25 172.40 176.15
AEGISLOG 213.20 217.85 212.00 213.10
DALBHARAT 855.55 883.25 854.80 866.00
OFSS 2890.20 2952.50 2868.00 2909.10
NLCINDIA 59.50 60.25 58.95 60.00
ASTRAL 1158.00 1158.00 1109.75 1119.95
VSTIND 4463.35 4593.10 4397.90 4560.15
PTC 62.70 62.90 62.05 62.25
BAJAJHLDNG 3425.00 3425.00 3384.75 3390.50
JISLJALEQS 8.44 8.44 8.10 8.12
INTELLECT 162.40 163.80 160.20 160.50
ADVENZYMES 185.70 186.90 181.05 181.85
MINDACORP 109.10 111.10 108.55 109.35
COROMANDEL 588.10 595.20 583.75 587.05
SJVN 26.30 26.30 26.00 26.10
MPHASIS 888.00 903.00 883.00 897.55
NILKAMAL 1498.85 1500.00 1458.70 1463.70
PNCINFRA 193.65 198.35 193.00 197.40
ASTERDM 161.15 163.00 160.20 161.05
KAJARIACER 555.00 562.85 546.00 558.00
GODREJIND 440.80 446.00 436.40 437.85
RATNAMANI 1221.15 1235.00 1195.30 1226.60
GREAVESCOT 142.75 145.60 140.50 144.80
SOMANYCERA 245.00 252.85 238.70 240.95
TIMKEN 930.00 930.00 922.50 925.85
TNPL 192.00 195.00 190.00 191.95
ORIENTELEC 210.75 214.45 206.40 212.90
ASTRAZEN 2548.80 2548.80 2520.30 2528.95
MOIL 162.80 164.35 162.20 163.30
GILLETTE 6493.00 6493.00 6449.45 6459.20
ATUL 4327.15 4362.00 4327.15 4347.05
FCONSUMER 25.45 25.45 24.65 24.80
SYNDIBANK 27.70 28.50 27.70 28.20
PRSMJOHNSN 69.45 71.00 68.65 69.70
JKCEMENT 1312.95 1312.95 1260.60 1266.85

APLAPOLLO 1952.40 1952.60 1914.00 1947.40
TEJASNET 93.10 93.10 89.65 91.75
HAL 841.40 842.00 822.50 823.75
BLUESTARCO 862.90 862.90 851.00 857.80
GODREJAGRO 572.00 572.55 561.00 564.70
TEAMLEASE 2747.60 2816.45 2747.60 2800.65
AKZOINDIA 2009.70 2049.85 1991.00 2046.05
MINDAIND 398.00 398.00 386.80 389.90
FINOLEXIND 573.00 579.55 570.00 572.95
ECLERX 689.90 702.80 671.35 676.05
AAVAS 1995.70 2005.05 1964.85 1992.20
ITDCEM 59.50 60.70 58.50 58.70
BAJAJCON 237.55 238.80 236.60 237.30
SONATSOFTW 330.00 330.00 320.20 321.95
TIMETECHNO 61.90 63.00 61.05 61.25
SYNGENE 313.75 317.00 309.25 311.15
NHPC 24.50 24.60 24.20 24.20
CAPPL 310.00 310.00 301.20 302.95
MAGMA 70.00 71.00 67.85 68.60
TCIEXP 750.45 753.10 740.00 750.20
ALLCARGO 106.85 106.85 104.00 104.65
ERIS 508.20 510.75 500.50 503.45
BDL 318.00 320.20 311.70 312.55
PERSISTENT 708.10 711.90 702.35 703.80
MASFIN 891.00 904.00 870.00 874.90
WESTLIFE 379.20 383.95 374.25 377.45
BALMLAWRIE 125.90 127.35 125.00 125.85
TTKPRESTIG 5999.95 6106.25 5975.00 6076.95
ALBK 18.90 18.95 18.50 18.70
INOXWIND 47.50 47.50 45.20 45.85
THYROCARE 535.00 553.00 533.20 547.55
KALPATPOWR 444.20 453.35 440.00 445.40
SCHNEIDER 86.45 87.80 84.80 85.30
IFCI 6.80 6.80 6.67 6.72
SHOPERSTOP 405.00 420.00 402.10 411.15
NATCOPHARM 622.00 630.10 617.80 624.20
3MINDIA 22539.55 22539.55 22336.50 22401.15
AIAENG 1656.05 1673.80 1640.55 1670.90
PGHH 11400.00 11400.00 11170.25 11242.85
CENTRALBK 17.85 18.15 17.80 17.90
J&KBANK 31.50 31.50 29.85 29.95
GICHSGFIN 158.85 160.40 157.05 157.90
MAHINDCIE 172.70 173.20 168.50 169.00
DBCORP 146.00 150.50 144.70 148.85
FDC 232.60 234.00 227.95 231.45
IFBIND 685.00 700.00 675.00 676.55
LUXIND 1530.00 1530.00 1480.00 1499.90
CREDITACC 770.40 776.60 768.40 773.30
MAHSEAMLES 422.00 424.10 415.00 415.80
IOB 11.34 11.48 11.29 11.38
FINCABLES 425.35 429.90 420.00 420.30
ENDURANCE 1021.00 1062.05 1021.00 1049.80
MHRIL 240.00 244.70 237.30 242.75
NETWORK18 28.10 28.30 27.40 27.60
KPRMILL 694.00 696.45 664.70 673.70
LEMONTREE 56.50 56.90 55.70 56.30
CORPBANK 24.30 24.65 24.10 24.20
PHOENIXLTD 874.90 884.00 870.00 871.00
JYOTHYLAB 161.40 162.45 158.85 160.05
WABCOINDIA 6403.00 6458.15 6394.00 6417.00
THERMAX 1080.00 1082.55 1066.50 1076.05
SKFINDIA 2300.00 2300.00 2220.05 2229.55
CCL 199.30 201.75 198.00 198.90
TIINDIA 529.90 532.00 519.50 523.55
TATAINVEST 848.00 848.00 835.00 837.40
KPITTECH 102.95 106.30 102.70 104.45
GPPL 94.25 95.00 93.10 93.65
HONAUT 27850.00 27993.70 27850.00 27951.95
LAKSHVILAS 17.20 17.20 16.20 16.25
LAOPALA 174.25 178.25 173.00 177.25
ARVINDFASN 400.50 409.95 395.10 403.10
CENTRUM 23.00 24.40 23.00 23.65
CARBORUNIV 341.50 343.05 338.00 339.55
UCOBANK 16.25 16.35 16.05 16.25
LAURUSLABS 406.00 410.00 403.45 404.20
SCHAEFFLER 4577.80 4583.10 4513.45 4564.90
GET&D 163.70 166.90 162.00 162.85
EIHOTEL 148.40 149.15 147.00 147.35
VAIBHAVGBL 920.00 939.85 920.00 929.00
ANDHRABANK 17.40 17.80 17.40 17.55
MAXINDIA 79.00 80.40 78.25 78.85
MAHABANK 13.53 13.78 13.34 13.60
CHOLAHLDNG 543.90 549.00 535.00 537.25
GEPIL 687.00 693.00 683.65 689.70
ZENSARTECH 189.40 190.90 187.60 189.15
CERA 2692.60 2692.65 2650.00 2653.10
MAHLOG 438.10 438.10 428.30 430.30
ORIENTCEM 85.00 85.00 83.10 83.40
VTL 994.05 1024.05 990.00 1015.90
UNITEDBNK 9.18 9.18 8.95 9.01
SIS 514.50 520.00 511.00 513.65
VRLLOG 272.00 272.65 270.55 271.30
SHK 118.50 121.10 118.00 118.45
HERITGFOOD 373.90 373.95 366.05 371.65
MAHLIFE 408.95 414.45 406.25 412.10
TCNSBRANDS 595.00 597.90 586.90 588.00
STARCEMENT 93.50 94.05 93.10 93.25
GDL 133.45 133.45 130.30 131.00
MAHSCOOTER 4324.00 4345.00 4297.80 4310.00
SHILPAMED 271.85 275.70 267.55 273.15
SUPRAJIT 208.70 209.75 205.15 208.15
SOLARINDS 1116.40 1138.25 1116.40 1131.70
ZYDUSWELL 1517.00 1527.95 1500.00 1503.85
TVTODAY 254.60 257.00 252.65 256.95
FLFL 417.65 421.55 415.05 420.30
SFL 1380.00 1397.65 1370.05 1393.15
GULFOILLUB 825.00 825.00 821.00 821.65
CHALET 349.00 349.00 343.55 344.35

�������	

SCRIP OPEN HIgh LOW LTP CHANGE
NIFTY 50 12328.40 12385.45 12321.40 12352.35 -3.15
BHARTIARTL 475.10 503.80 475.10 499.80 25.90
DRREDDY 2944.40 3049.00 2940.00 3026.80 89.35
RELIANCE 1553.50 1584.95 1553.20 1581.00 43.10
GRASIM 715.00 772.00 711.00 767.90 11.85
SUNPHARMA 448.20 456.25 446.00 454.75 5.70
HCLTECH 585.00 602.00 585.00 600.50 7.25
MARUTI 7469.00 7569.90 7432.55 7550.85 88.20
BAJAJFINSV 9614.00 9740.30 9601.00 9725.00 102.85
ONGC 124.55 125.55 124.00 125.40 0.90
HINDUNILVR 2055.00 2063.90 2040.05 2061.95 12.70
ULTRACEMCO 4440.00 4522.40 4411.30 4495.00 22.65
NESTLEIND 15399.00 15600.00 15358.65 15428.20 73.30
HEROMOTOCO2445.00 2474.90 2421.60 2445.00 10.50
POWERGRID 195.95 197.85 193.65 197.30 0.85
HINDALCO 209.50 212.00 208.15 210.10 0.45
M&M 566.80 574.00 565.15 568.50 1.05
WIPRO 252.00 253.90 249.65 250.85 0.40
BAJFINANCE 4217.00 4242.00 4202.00 4224.15 3.90
INFY 770.70 772.90 762.25 767.45 0.45
AXISBANK 734.85 742.45 730.85 737.70 0.40
ASIANPAINT 1835.60 1838.90 1815.00 1836.00 0.85
TATASTEEL 493.30 498.90 491.90 494.40 0.00
ZEEL 279.65 284.45 277.40 279.65 -0.05
BAJAJ-AUTO 3112.00 3138.00 3098.00 3110.50 -1.60
CIPLA 480.00 482.95 476.55 479.95 -0.30
UPL 589.95 597.35 585.90 587.50 -0.60
KOTAKBANK 1703.90 1705.85 1690.10 1699.00 -2.55
NTPC 121.45 121.70 120.60 121.10 -0.35
ITC 240.75 242.10 239.40 239.95 -0.80
TATAMOTORS 197.25 199.45 195.70 196.70 -0.85
TITAN 1194.80 1196.85 1184.00 1186.20 -6.70
TECHM 783.50 786.75 775.50 778.05 -4.80
HDFCBANK 1281.75 1284.90 1271.90 1277.40 -10.25
TCS 2240.75 2253.55 2213.00 2220.00 -18.80
BRITANNIA 3155.00 3169.00 3114.35 3120.00 -30.25
COALINDIA 210.00 210.55 206.10 208.10 -2.15
EICHERMOT 21509.05 21770.00 21103.55 21292.25 -244.00
LT 1320.60 1325.95 1302.00 1304.00 -15.30
HDFC 2467.75 2479.00 2448.25 2452.70 -29.40
ICICIBANK 534.50 538.00 530.60 530.65 -6.50
IOC 124.15 124.25 122.30 122.65 -1.50
ADANIPORTS 390.90 392.40 386.00 386.00 -4.95
JSWSTEEL 276.80 279.55 272.85 273.70 -3.75
YESBANK 37.60 39.55 37.00 39.30 -0.65
SBIN 313.00 323.50 310.10 318.00 -5.30
BPCL 462.00 465.25 452.00 453.80 -8.00
VEDL 162.70 162.70 159.00 159.35 -2.90
GAIL 126.90 127.40 122.75 126.00 -2.75
INDUSINDBK 1350.00 1377.00 1317.05 1350.50 -35.95
INFRATEL 218.75 228.60 210.25 216.00 -27.05

SE 500B

�������
����	

SCRIP OPEN HIgh LOW LTP CHANGE
NIFTY NEXT 50 28957.30 29083.95 28929.25 29034.85 56.25
PEL 1551.00 1655.00 1550.50 1632.10 85.30
BOSCHLTD 14915.00 15449.95 14858.70 15400.00 574.75
SIEMENS 1537.00 1597.70 1537.00 1586.00 50.55
BERGEPAINT 548.00 566.00 546.05 563.00 15.55
DMART 1948.00 2000.00 1932.40 1997.15 51.10
AUROPHARMA 477.40 489.95 475.95 486.25 10.40
LUPIN 753.00 770.00 751.45 766.35 12.40
PAGEIND 25440.00 25997.00 25234.05 25825.00 351.50
OFSS 2866.05 2956.45 2859.40 2917.00 35.60
INDIGO 1458.00 1480.00 1448.55 1472.10 14.65
BANDHANBNK 477.00 484.90 475.15 480.55 4.70
DLF 257.00 262.00 256.90 260.05 1.90
BIOCON 288.50 291.95 286.00 289.60 1.80
ASHOKLEY 83.35 84.75 83.10 84.05 0.50
PGHH 11194.90 11339.95 11194.90 11260.00 65.10
HDFCAMC 3257.90 3270.40 3241.05 3260.80 16.00
DIVISLAB 1899.45 1913.85 1892.05 1908.00 9.00
L&TFH 126.80 129.15 126.30 126.55 0.50
HINDZINC 217.00 219.60 216.35 216.60 0.85
UBL 1293.50 1314.60 1288.90 1300.15 4.55
AMBUJACEM 209.65 212.40 208.60 210.45 0.70
ACC 1504.50 1522.60 1494.05 1509.00 4.20
DABUR 488.00 491.95 486.70 488.25 0.65
COLPAL 1511.95 1518.60 1506.90 1511.00 1.65
SHREECEM 23335.00 23646.40 23205.00 23286.00 -4.85
HINDPETRO 248.00 252.70 246.85 250.05 -0.15
MARICO 349.00 353.95 348.10 348.85 -0.30
HAVELLS 639.50 651.60 637.70 638.70 -0.80
PNB 62.90 63.90 61.30 63.25 -0.10
HDFCLIFE 607.50 611.55 601.70 606.35 -1.15
NIACL 165.00 168.80 162.45 164.80 -0.40
BAJAJHLDNG 3416.60 3419.95 3375.95 3387.00 -8.95
BANKBARODA 96.00 98.25 95.10 97.30 -0.35
PIDILITIND 1453.50 1455.20 1434.20 1447.10 -5.55
GODREJCP 746.00 751.00 740.90 743.75 -3.00
CADILAHC 271.90 272.80 266.70 269.10 -1.10
ICICIGI 1415.00 1435.15 1396.00 1407.95 -6.65
SBILIFE 999.80 1009.80 985.25 993.10 -6.80
CONCOR 557.90 560.55 552.35 554.00 -4.05
NMDC 130.10 131.35 129.15 129.55 -1.05
MCDOWELL-N 585.50 585.90 579.55 580.20 -4.85
PETRONET 274.95 276.25 270.40 272.30 -2.65
PFC 123.00 123.40 121.60 122.10 -1.25
SRTRANSFIN 1099.50 1111.95 1084.65 1087.10 -12.05
IBULHSGFIN 306.40 311.00 303.15 303.80 -3.70
NHPC 24.50 24.60 24.20 24.30 -0.30
GICRE 260.40 264.15 256.20 257.20 -3.80
ICICIPRULI 490.10 492.70 480.60 481.95 -10.25
MOTHERSUMI 143.20 143.20 139.25 140.05 -3.20
IDEA 5.40 5.40 3.65 4.45 -1.55
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Pakistan is not prepared to
pay any price for peace

with India and certainly not
without resolving the Kashmir
issue in a just manner, Foreign
Minister Shah Mahmood
Qureshi has said.

Addressing the Center for
Strategic and International
Studies (CSIS) think-tank here
on Thursday, Qureshi reiterat-
ed Pakistan’s demand that US
President Donald Trump
should mediate to resolve the
Kashmir issue.

Ties between India and
Pakistan came under severe
strain after New Delhi revoked
Jammu and Kashmir’s special

status and bifurcated it into two
Union Territories on August 5,
evoking strong reactions from
Islamabad.

Pakistan has been trying to
rally international support
against India on the issue.

“Our government wants
peace in the neighbourhood.
We want, we need peace in
order to focus on achieving our
domestic agenda for econom-
ic reform and development. But
we are not prepared to pay any
price for peace with India, cer-
tainly not our dignity and cer-
tainly not without resolving the
Kashmir dispute in a just man-
ner,” Qureshi said.

He alleged that instead of
fighting poverty and hunger

together, the “RSS-inspired BJP
government has embarked
upon the project of turning
India into a Hindu Rashtra”.

“The adherence of
Hindutva and an Akhand
Bharat have established this
ascendancy with disastrous
consequences for all in India
and the world to see,” he
alleged.

Qureshi said on August 5
India tried to change the “dis-
puted status” of Jammu and
Kashmir and “alter” its demo-
graphic structure, breaking all
relevant international laws and
“violating” several UN Security
Council resolutions in the
process.

India has been seeking to

break the will of the Kashmiri
people by imprisoning them in
their homes and imposing a
communications blockade that
continues to this day, he said.

“Indian narrative that
Kashmir is India’s internal part
is firmly refuted by its being on
the Security Council agenda. If
this were not the case, why
would the French President
raise it with the Indian Prime
Minister?” he asked.

“We know that President
Trump is profoundly worried
by the Kashmir situation and
we welcome his repeated offers
of mediation in resolving the
Kashmir dispute. The United
States alone commands the
moral authority and respect in

South Asia to resolve the
longest pending dispute on
the UN agenda,” he said.

“We hope president Trump
is successful in realising his goal
and can make a lasting contri-
bution to substantial peace in
South Asia. That could be his

enduring legacy,” Qureshi said.
Although President Trump

has offered to mediate on the
Kashmir issue in the past, New
Delhi has told Washington
that it is a bilateral matter
between India and Pakistan
and there is no scope for any
third-party mediation.

On the sidelines of the G7
summit in the French town of
Biarritz in August last year,
Prime Minister Narendra
Modi, while interacting with
the media alongside President
Trump, categorically rejected
any scope for third party medi-
ation between India and
Pakistan on Kashmir, saying
the two countries can discuss
and resolve all issues bilateral-

ly and “we don’t want to trou-
ble any third country”.

On a two-day visit to
Washington DC, Qureshi is
scheduled to meet Secretary of
State Mike Pompeo and US
National Security Advisor
Robert O’Brien on Friday. On
Thursday, he met lawmakers at
the US Capitol.

In his speech, Qureshi
referred to the recent arrest of
an Indian police officer and
joined the conspiracy theory
about terrorist attacks in India.

“Meanwhile, we all fol-
lowed reports of capture of
Indian police officer, Davinder
Singh, whose footprint is now
being seen in some major ter-
rorist attack, which India itself

orchestrated and blamed on
Pakistan,” said Qureshi.

“We have been consistent-
ly warning the world commu-
nity about another false flag
operation against Pakistan that
Davinder Singh was accompa-
nied by two militants on his
way to Delhi in close proxim-
ity to Republic Day celebrations
should not be lost on anyone,”
the minister said.

Qureshi said that the pas-
sage of the Citizenship
Amendment Act and the
National Register of Citizens
were raising fundamental ques-
tions about the ideals like
democracy and secularism that
India’s founding father pas-
sionately advocated.
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The US Senate opened the
impeachment trial of

President Donald Trump with
quiet ceremony Thursday —
senators standing at their desks
to swear an oath of “impartial
justice” as jurors, House pros-
ecutors formally reciting the
charges and Chief Justice John
Roberts presiding.

The trial, only the third
such undertaking in American
history, is unfolding at the
start of the election year, a time
of deep political division in the
nation. Four of the senators sit-
ting in judgment on Trump are
running for the Democratic
Party’s nomination to chal-
lenge him in the fall.

“Hear ye, hear ye, hear
ye!” intoned the Senate’s
sergeant at arms, calling the
proceedings to order just past
noon.

Senators filled the cham-
ber, an unusual sight in itself,
sitting silently under strict
rules that prohibit talking or
cellphones, for a trial that will
test not only Trump’s presi-
dency but also the nation’s
three branches of power and its
system of checks and balances.

The Constitution mandates
the chief justice serve as the
presiding officer, and Roberts
made the short trip across the
street from the Supreme Court
to the Capitol.

He has long insisted judges
are not politicians and is
expected to serve as a referee
for the proceedings. Senators
rose quickly when he appeared
in his plain black robe.

“Will all senators now
stand, and remain standing,
and raise their right hand,”
Roberts said.

“Do you solemnly swear
that in all things appertaining
to the trial of the impeachment
of Donald John Trump, presi-

dent of the United States, now
pending, you will do impartial
justice according to the
Constitution and laws, so help
you God?” The senators
responded they would, and
then they lined up to sign an
oath book.

Trump faces two charges
after the House voted to
impeach him last month. 

One, that he abused his
presidential power by pressur-
ing Ukraine to investigate
Democratic rival Joe Biden,
using military aid to the coun-
try as leverage. Trump is also
charged with obstructing
Congress’ ensuing probe.

The president insists he did
nothing wrong, and he dis-
missed the trial anew on

Thursday at the White House:
“It’s totally partisan. It’s a hoax.” 

Eventual acquittal is
expected in the Republican-
controlled Senate. However,
new revelations are mounting
about Trump’s actions toward
Ukraine.

The Government
Accountability Office said
Thursday that the White House
violated federal law in with-
holding the security assistance
to Ukraine, which shares a
border with hostile Russia.

At the same time, an
indicted associate of Trump’s
personal lawyer Rudy Giuliani,
Lev Parnas, has turned over to
prosecutors new documents
linking the president to the
shadow foreign policy being

run by Giuliani.
The developments applied

fresh pressure to senators to call
more witnesses for the trial, a
main source of contention that
is still to be resolved. The
White House has instructed
officials not to comply with
subpoenas from Congress
requesting witnesses or other
information.

“What is the president hid-
ing? What is he afraid of?’’
asked Senate Democratic
leader Chuck Schumer.

“The gravity of these
charges is self-evident,” he said.

“The House of
Representatives has accused
the president of trying to shake
down a foreign leader for per-
sonal gain.”

House Speaker Nancy
Pelosi said the new information
from Parnas demands an inves-
tigation, which she doesn’t
expect from Trump’s attorney
general.

“This is an example of all
of the president’s henchmen,
and I hope that the senators do
not become part of the presi-
dent’s henchmen.”

Before the swearing-in,
House Democrats prosecut-
ing the case stood before the
Senate and Rep. Adam Schiff of
the Intelligence Committee
formally read the articles of
impeachment. Seven lawmak-
ers, led by Schiff and Rep.
Jerrold Nadler of the Judiciary
Committee, made the solemn
walk across the Capitol for a
second day.

All eyes were on Schiff as
he stood at a lectern in the well
of the chamber, a space usual-
ly reserved for senators.

“House Resolution 755
Impeaching Donald John
Trump, president of the
United States, for high crimes
and misdemeanors,”  he
began, reading the nine
pages.
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Ukraine’s prime minister
offered his resignation on

Friday after audio was leaked of
him reportedly criticising
President Volodomyr
Zelensky’s understanding of
the economy.

“To remove any doubts
about our respect for and trust
in the president, I have written
a resignation letter and hand-
ed it over to the president,”
Oleksiy Goncharuk wrote on
his official Facebook page.

He said the audio “artifi-
cially created an impression
that my team and I do not
respect the president”.

“This is not true,” he said.
“I came to this post to carry out
the president’s programme.”
Zelensky’s office said it had
received the letter of resigna-
tion and would consider it.

The alleged recordings,
which emerged this week, came
from an informal December
meeting between ministers and
senior officials from the
National Bank.

According to local media
reports, the participants dis-

cussed how to explain recent
economic developments to
Zelensky, a 41-year-old come-
dian and political neophyte
who won a surprise election
victory last year.

Goncharuk, 35, is report-
edly heard saying that expla-
nations need to be simple
because Zelensky has a “prim-
itive understanding” of the
economy. He also called him-
self an economic “ignoramus”.

After the recordings
emerged on Wednesday, media
reported that Goncharuk

resigned but his office denied
this.

Goncharuk became
Ukraine’s youngest-ever prime
minister after Zelensky nomi-
nated him for the post in
August amid a stalling econo-
my and war with separatists in
the east.

Goncharuk’s candidacy
was quickly approved by MPs
as Zelensky’s “Servant of the
People” party holds a majority
in parliament.

His appointment was in
line with Zelensky’s vow to

bring in fresh faces and shake
up Ukraine’s stagnant politics.

He replaced Volodymyr
Groysman, 41, who offered
his resignation after Zelensky
was inaugurated in May.

A young lawyer with vir-
tually no experience in gov-
ernment, Goncharuk was little
known to the public.

Goncharuk, who studied
law and public administration
before co-founding a law firm
at the age of 24, is considered
a supporter of liberal econom-
ic reforms.

Before becoming deputy
head of the president’s office
when Zelensky came to power,
he managed for several years an
EU-funded NGO that works to
improve the business environ-
ment in Ukraine.

Timothy Ash, a senior
emerging markets strategist at
Bluebay Asset Management,
said this week that while
Zelensky was not a trained
economist, he has hired “a
decent economic team.”.

Ukraine’s economy has
been hit hard by the conflict in
the east and is reliant on foreign
aid. 
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Iran is widely expected to
ramp up cyberattacks against

the United States in response to
the US killing of a top Iranian
leader this month even as fears
have receded about a military
confrontation between the two
countries.

The simmering tensions
since the US drone attack that
killed Qasem Soleimani, who
was by some measures the sec-
ond most influential person in
Iran, make it likely that Iran
will seek retaliation.

While Iran appeared to be
“standing down” from a mili-
tary response, according to US
President Donald Trump, the
cyber threat remains real, said
analysts.

“Cyber is the easiest way
Iran can have a direct effect on
the US homeland,” said Jon
Bateman, a former Pentagon
intelligence official who is a
cyber policy fellow at the
Carnegie Endowment for
International Peace.

“I don’t think we should
believe everything is over.”
Bateman said Iran has pulled
back some of its cyber efforts
against the United States in
recent years but “has a lot of
tools in its toolkit” which could
be used against America or US
allies.

These could include attacks

on infrastructure such as elec-
tric or water utilities, ran-
somware which can be used to
destroy or delete data from a
company or government enti-
ty, or disinformation on social
media aimed at sowing discord
ahead of the US election,
Bateman said.

Analysts say cyberattacks
offer Iran a way to act against
the US without directly chal-
lenging the American mili-
tary. James Lewis of the Center
for Strategic and International
Studies said Iran appears to
have “picked up the pace of
reconnaissance” to prepare for
a cyber intrusion.

“They may want to do
something dramatic and sym-
bolic,” he said.

“They are relatively cau-
tious, they plan ahead. They
have been developing cyber
attack capabilities for at least
five years, so it’s now a politi-
cal question.”

John Dickson, a former
air force intelligence officer
and now an executive with the
Denim Group consultancy,
said the security community
should not let its guard down
because some time has elapsed
since the drone attack.

“I think the threat is more
pronounced now,” Dickson
said.

“They’ve had time to pre-
pare and dust off their plans,

that is more in line with how
the Iranians operate.” Dickson
said ransomware is a likely
option because “as they get
squeezed economically by
sanctions, ransomware is a
way to get access to cash.”

The Department of
Homeland Security issued a
bulletin last week warning of
the potential cyber threat, cit-
ing “Iran’s historic use of cyber
offensive activities to retaliate
against perceived harm.”
“Iranian cyber threat actors
have continuously improved
their offensive cyber capabili-
ties,” the DHS bulletin said.

“They continue to engage
in more ‘conventional’ activities
ranging from website deface-
ment, distributed denial of ser-
vice (DDoS) attacks, and theft
of personally identifiable infor-
mation, but they have also
demonstrated a willingness to
push the boundaries of their
activities, which include
destructive wiper malware and
potential, cyber-enabled kinet-
ic attacks.”

One potential attack vector
for Iran would be social media,
and both Facebook and Twitter
have already acted against what
the social networks called state-
supported disinformation
efforts by Tehran.

“Iran has developed a
sophisticated apparatus to con-
duct information operations as

an extension of its foreign pol-
icy,” said a report by the
Atlantic Council’s Digital
Forensic Research Lab.

The researchers said that in
response to Soleimani’s death,
the hashtag #HardRevenge
started to trend in early
January.

“This could preface a set of
more intensive information
operations from Iran,” the
report said.

Bateman noted that digital
tools are now considered part
of the military arsenal, and that
both Iran and the US could mix
cyber and conventional or
“kinetic” methods.

Iran knows the US may
respond either with cyber or
conventional methods, accord-
ing to Bateman, and are cog-
nizant of the Stuxnet malware
which is believed to have been
a US operation to damage
Iran’s nuclear capabilities.

“I wouldn’t assume that a
US response to an Iranian
cyberattack would be a recip-
rocal cyberattack,” he said.

“It could be sanctions or
criminal indictments or mili-
tary action.” Still, he said Iran
appears motivated to do some-
thing to show its discontent
over the Soleimani attack.

“The Soleimani killing was
so much more provocative
than anything the US has done
in some time,” he said.
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At least 11 American troops were injured in
an Iranian attack on an Iraqi base where

American soldiers were deployed, US Central
Command said Thursday, although the US mil-
itary had previously maintained there were no
casualties.

“While no US service members were killed
in the Jan. 8 Iranian attack on al-Asad Air base,
several were treated for concussion symptoms
from the blast and are still being assessed,” US
Central Command spokesman Captain Bill
Urban said in a statement. At the time of the
attack, most of the 1,500 US soldiers at the base
had been tucked away in bunkers, after advance
warning from superiors.

The strike caused significant material dam-
age but no casualties, according to previous
reports from the US military.

US President Donald Trump also said on the
morning following the volley that “no American
were harmed in last night’s attack.” However,
Urban said that “in the days following the attack,
out of an abundance of caution, some service
members were transported from al-Asad Air
Base.” “At this time, eight individuals have been
transported to Landstuhl, and three have been
transported to Camp Arifjan,” he said, referring
to Landstuhl Regional Medical Center in
Germany and Camp Arifjan in Kuwait.

In addition to the sprawling Ain al-Asad air-
base in western Iraq, Iran’s missiles also target-
ed a base in Arbil, housing both American and
other foreign troops deployed in a US-led coali-
tion fighting the remnants of the Islamic State
jihadist group.

“When deemed fit for duty, the service
members are expected to return to Iraq following
screening,” Urban said.
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Iran’s supreme leader said President
Donald Trump is a “clown” who only

pretends to support the Iranian people, as
he addressed Friday prayers In Tehran for
the first time since 2012.

Ayatollah Ali Khamenei says Trump
will “push a poisonous dagger” into the
nation’s back. 

He said the outpouring of grief at the
funeral for Iran’s top general, who was
killed in a US airstrike earlier this month,
shows that Iranians support the Islamic
Republic.

Khamenei said America had “cow-
ardly” killed the most effective comman-
der in the fight against the Islamic State
group when it killed General Qassem
Soleimani in a US airstrike in Baghdad.

In response to Soleimani’s killing, Iran
launched a barrage of ballistic missiles tar-
geting US troops in Iraq, without causing
serious injuries. 

As Iran’s Revolutionary Guard braced
for an American counterattack that never
came, it mistakenly shot down a Ukrainian
jetliner shortly after it took off from
Tehran’s international airport, killing all 176
passengers on board, mostly Iranians.

Khamenei called the shooting down
of the plane a “bitter accident” that sad-
dened Iran as much as it made its enemies
happy. He said Iran’s enemies had seized
on the crash to question the Islamic
Republic, the Revolutionary Guard and the
armed forces.

He said Western countries are too
weak to “bring Iranians to their knees”.
Khamenei said Iran was willing to nego-
tiate, but not with the US.

Khamenei has held the country’s top
office since 1989 and has the final say on
all major decisions. The 80-year-old
leader openly wept at the funeral of

Soleimani and vowed “harsh retaliation”
against the United States.

Authorities concealed their role in the
tragedy for three days, initially blaming the
crash on a technical problem. Their
admission of responsibility triggered days
of street protests, which security forces dis-
persed with live ammunition and tear gas.

Tensions between Iran and the United
States have steadily escalated since
President Donald Trump withdrew the US
from Iran’s 2015 nuclear deal with world
powers, which had imposed restrictions
on its nuclear program in exchange for the
lifting of international sanctions.

The White House has since imposed
crippling sanctions on Iran, including its
vital oil and gas industry, pushing the
country into an economic crisis that has
ignited several waves of sporadic, leader-
less protests. 

Trump has openly encouraged the
protesters — even tweeting in Farsi — hop-
ing that the protests and the sanctions will
bring about fundamental change in a long-
time adversary.

After Soleimani was killed in the US
airstrike in Baghdad, Iran announced it
would no longer be bound by the limita-
tions in the nuclear agreement. 

European countries who have been
trying to salvage the deal responded ear-
lier this week by invoking a dispute
mechanism that is aimed at bringing Iran
back into compliance and could result in
even more sanctions.

Khamenei was always skeptical of
the nuclear agreement, arguing that the
US could not be trusted. But he allowed
President Hassan Rouhani, a relative
moderate, to conclude the agreement
with President Barack Obama. Since
Trump’s withdrawal, he has said there
can be no negotiations with the United
States.
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AUS warship has sailed
through the Taiwan

Strait, mainland and Taipei
officials said Friday, the first
such passage since the island
resoundingly re-elected its
independence-leaning pres-
ident.

The warship was on a
“routine mission” on Thursday,
Taiwan’s defence ministry said,
as it traversed the stretch of
water that divides the self-rul-
ing island from the authori-
tarian Chinese mainland.

The waterway bristles with
hardware on both sides and
China views any sail-by as a
breach of its sovereignty.

The US and many other
nations say the strait is inter-
national waters and
Washington regularly carries
out so-called “Freedom of
Navigation” operations to press
the point.

The sail-by comes after
Tsai Ing-wen won a second
term as president in weekend
elections with an increased
majority.

The outcome was seen as
a forceful rebuke of Beijing’s
ongoing campaign to isolate
the island.

China’s leadership had
made no secret of its desire to
see Tsai turfed out because she
and her party refuse to
acknowledge their view that

Taiwan is part of a “one China”.
Beijing regards the island

as its territory and has vowed
to one day seize it, by force if
necessary — especially if it
declares independence.

In Beijing, foreign ministry
spokesman Geng Shuang said
China “closely followed” the
ship throughout its entire jour-
ney.

“The Taiwan issue con-
cerns China’s sovereignty and
territorial integrity, and is the
most important, most sensitive
issue in China-US relations,”
Geng said at a regular press
briefing.

He said the US must “abide
by the One-China principle” in
order to “avoid hurting China-

US relations and the peace and
stability of the Taiwan Strait.”
Afer Tsai’s re-election, China
warned against any move to
push the island closer towards
formal independence.

Beijing has stepped up
military and diplomatic pres-
sure on Taiwan since Tsai
came to power in 2016.

The newly commissioned
Shandong, China’s first domes-
tically built aircraft carrier,
sailed through the Taiwan
Strait in December just weeks
before the election.

Beijing’s only other carri-
er — the Liaoning — has
passed through the Taiwan
Strait several times in recent
years, most recently in June.
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Prince Charles, the future
king, has long been seen as

a potential modernizer who
wants a more modest monar-
chy in line with other European
royal households — and the
streamlining process has
already begun with the
astounding developments of
recent months.

But the changes have come
at a terrible cost for Charles,
who has seen his brother
Prince Andrew disgraced and
his once close sons, Prince
William and Prince Harry,
become estranged.

The trials and tribulations
of Andrew and Harry — one

tainted for a close friendship
with a convicted sex offender,
the other unwilling to contin-
ue his high-profile role — will
take both out of their royal
duties, leaving a smaller, more
modest royal apparatus.

“Charles has been saying
for years and years, ‘Let’s make
it smaller,’” said Majesty mag-
azine editor-in-chief Ingrid
Seward. “He feels quite strong-
ly that with such a big House
of Windsor, there are too many
opportunities for things to go
wrong. And it’s too expensive.
And they need too many hous-
es, too much public expendi-
ture.”

She does not expect
Charles to take any joy in

recent events, though, particu-
larly because of the break-
down between William and
Harry. “He’s very saddened, as
any parent would be if their
children have fallen out. But I
think he probably feels that in
the fullness of time, hopefully,
it will get back on track,” she
said.

The royal focus going for-
ward was neatly summed up by
a rare formal portrait released
two weeks ago by Buckingham
Palace to mark the dawn of a
new decade: Queen Elizabeth
II with her three direct heirs:
Charles, 71, William, 37, and 6-
year-old Prince George.

It is a serene image of a
93-year-old monarch sur-

rounded by the three people
expected to follow her to the
throne, and it masks the
behind-the-scenes turmoil
and disappointments sur-
rounding Andrew and Harry.

Andrew’s fall is a full-
blown scandal. His conduct
has raised ethical issues in the
past, but he had managed to
retain his royal role until he
completely miscalculated the
impact of using an extended
TV interview in November to
defend his friendship with
convicted sex offender Jeffrey
Epstein, a wealthy financier.

The queen’s second son
seemed to have a moral blind
spot, defending his relation-
ship with Epstein — who

died in a New York prison in
August in what was ruled a
suicide — as honorable. He
did not express a word of
sympathy for the girls and
young women victimized by
Epstein.

Andrew still faces possi-
ble questioning from law
enforcement in the US and
Britain over allegations that
he had sex with a teen traf-
ficked by Epstein, which
Andrew denies, as well as
questioning from lawyers
representing women who
have filed civil suits against
Epstein’s estate.

When the tempest of bad
publicity became unbearable,
Andrew announced a deci-

sion to step down from royal
duties. There was no public
comment from the queen or
from Charles, who was said
by the British press to have
advised the queen that
Andrew could not continue.

There is no scandal sur-
rounding Harry, but it seems
painful for all concerned.
Even the stoic queen, who
seems to refer to private mat-
ters roughly once per decade,
has spoken of her disap-
pointment.

With his charming smile
and ginger hair, Harry has
long been one of the most
popular royals, and with his
brother, William, was seen as
a key part of making the

creaky monarchy vital to
younger Britons. Much of
the world watched enthralled
in 2018 when he married
Meghan Markle, a successful
American actress, at a story-
book event  at  Windsor
Castle. The fairy tale has
since fractured. Harry and
Meghan, feeling trapped by
their duties and warring with
the Brit ish press ,  have
announced plans to drasti-
cally reduce their royal roles
and spend much of the year
in Canada.

In a major breach of fam-
ily etiquette, they announced
their plans without prior
approval from his grand-
mother, the queen, earning a

rare display of royal pique
from Elizabeth.

Harr y seems torn
between the wishes of his
wife, Meghan, and his fealty
to queen and country.

The queen, whose 98-
year-old husband, Prince
Philip, is ailing, has slowly cut
back on her official duties in
recent years and passed more
to Charles, who often repre-
sents her at overseas events.
But Elizabeth took center
stage earlier this week when
she summoned Charles ,
William and Harry to a cri-
sis meeting at her rural
retreat to deal with issues
raised by Harry’s plan to
break away.
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Chinese President Xi Jinping
touched down in

Myanmar’s capital Friday on a
state visit aimed at buttressing
the embattled government of
Aung San Suu Kyi and driving
through multi-billion-dollar
infrastructure deals.

The wide highways and
manicured lawns of
Naypyidaw, purpose-built by
generals under Myanmar’s
junta, were dotted with red
banners bearing Xi’s face and
greetings in Burmese and
Mandarin. Xi will sign a series
of mammoth infrastructure
deals as part of China’s Belt and
Road Initiative — a global
trade plan that promises to
change the face of Myanmar.

The centrepiece of the so-
called China-Myanmar
Economic Corridor (CMEC) is
a USD 1.3 billion deep-sea
port at Kyaukphyu in central
Rakhine state, giving Beijing a
gateway to the Indian Ocean.

A high-speed rail link is on
the cards to connect the port
and nearby planned industrial
zone with the countries’ shared
border. China is an economic
lifeline for Myanmar, a coun-
try where wariness lingers over
the increasing influence of its
giant neighbour.

Bilateral trade was worth
USD 16.8 billion last year and
Beijing holds the largest share
— around USD 4 billion or 40
per cent — of Myanmar’s for-

eign debt. Billions of cubic
metres of gas and millions of
barrels of oil from offshore rigs
are pumped each year across
the country into China.

“The next one, two, three
decades will be defined by
Myanmar’s relationship with
China,” said Yangon-based ana-
lyst Richard Horsey.

After a welcome ceremony
and dinner Friday, Xi will sit
down with Suu Kyi and army
chief Min Aung Hlaing in sep-
arate meetings Saturday.

Suu Kyi made a rare visit to
Kachin state on the border with
China ahead of Xi’s visit.

Kachin is the site of a

planned Chinese-backed USD
3.6 billion, 6,000 megawatt
dam that was mothballed in
2011 in the face of vociferous
criticism across the country.

This is thought to have
been a personal slight to Xi,
who signed off on the Myitsone
dam with Myanmar’s then-
military junta as vice-president
in 2009. Activists are expected
to protest in the commercial
hub Yangon on Saturday
against any reinstatement of the
project.

Economic interests aside,
Myanmar’s relationship with
the superpower has other ben-
efits. In an op-ed in Myanmar’s

state-run media this week, Xi
said China supports Myanmar
in “safeguarding its legitimate
rights and interests and nation-
al dignity”.

China shields Myanmar at
the United Nations, where
pressure is mounting for
accountability over the
Rohingya crisis.

Suu Kyi personally defend-
ed her nation against accusa-
tions of genocide at the UN’s
top court last month after a
2017 military crackdown
forced 740,000 people over the
border into Bangladesh. The
alleged atrocities took place in
Rakhine state — an area that
has since descended into a
civil war between the military
and an ethnic Rakhine rebel
group.

Myanmar has nonetheless
declared the state open for
business. While many Western
investors are staying clear,
China — competing against
other regional giants — has few
such qualms. Suu Kyi needs
economic wins as well as diplo-
matic support as she heads
towards elections due at the
end of this year.

Rakhine locals, meanwhile,
fear they will again be over-
looked after previous Beijing-
backed infrastructure projects
left many without land or liveli-
hoods. “They didn’t bring any
benefits for us, not even any
jobs,” Moe Moe Aye from
Kyaukphyu SEZ Watch Group
told AFP. 
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The European Union will
challenge the China-US

trade agreement at the World
Trade Organisation if it creates
“distortions” in the market that
harm EU companies, the bloc’s
envoy to Beijing said on Friday.

Ambassador Nicolas
Chapuis told reporters the 28-
nation EU “will monitor the
implementation” of the “phase
one” deal that was signed on
Wednesday by President
Donald Trump and Chinese
Vice Premier Liu He.

“In our opinion, quantita-
tive targets are not WTO-com-
patible if they lead to trade dis-
tortions,” Chapuis said. “If it
were to be the case, we will go
to the WTO to settle this mat-
ter.” 

He said that during a meet-
ing at the Chinese foreign min-
istry, he was given “formal
assurances that in absolutely no
way would European busi-
nesses be affected by the US-
China deal”.

The WTO’s principle of
most-favoured-nation treat-
ment says countries cannot
discriminate between trading
partners.

Under the deal, China
agreed to import an addition-
al USD 200 billion in US prod-
ucts over two years, above the
levels purchased in 2017,
including an additional USD 32
billion in agricultural goods.

Beijing also pledged to
improve protections of US
intellectual property.

The US has pledged to
slash in half tariffs of 15 percent

that were imposed on about
USD 120 billion worth of
Chinese consumer goods such
as clothing in September.

But punitive border taxes
will remain on two-thirds of
more than USD 500 billion in
imports from China.

Paul Tan of Rajah & Tann
law firm in Singapore, who
specialises in international
dispute resolution, told AFP
the deal “may not violate
WTO rules because the type
of goods being bought from
the US could be different
from other countries’, or even
unavailable”.

“I don’t think the trade deal
reversed the increase in tariffs
on US goods after the trade war
broke out, for example, so I
doubt this could be read as
more preferential treatment,” he

said.
China’s agreement to buy

more from the US in effect
cushions some of the impact
from increased tariffs over the
past two years, he added.

He noted, however, that
such bilateral trade deals seem
to be the US administration’s
preferred method of develop-
ing economic relations with its
major trading partners, rather
than through the WTO —
meaning further trade disputes
with the US will have to be
resolved outside the global
trading system.

Kerstin Braun, president of
Stenn Group, said on
Thursday: “With a weakened
WTO and the general trend
away from multilateral trade
agreements, we’re only going to
see more trade squabbles.” 
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China’s GDP grew by 6.1 per
cent last year, the lowest in

29 years, the government said
on Friday, as weak domestic
demand and the bruising 18-
month trade war with the US
took their toll on the world’s
second-largest economy.

The new data released by
the National Bureau of
Statistics (NBS) comes a day
after China and the US signed
a long-awaited phase one deal,
marking a ceasefire in the 18-
month-long trade war which
saw the world’s two largest
economies slap 25 per cent tar-
iffs on about half a trillion-dol-
lar worth of each other’s
exports.

The world’s second-largest
economy grew by 6.1 per cent
last year, its worst performance
since 1990, but it remained
above the psychologically
important six per cent mark.
The GDP growth remained
well within the 6 to 6.5 target
set by the government, the
NBS said.

However, significant from
the Chinese government’s per-

spective, the GDP expanded to
USD 14.38 trillion from last
year’s USD 13.1 trillion.

In 2018, China’s economy
sank to a 28-year low slowing
down to 6.6 per cent year on
year, lower than the 6.8-per
cent growth registered in 2017
as it grappled with the contin-
ued slowdown amid the trade
war with US and declining
exports.

There is a sense of relief
among the officials here as the
official growth rate remained
above the psychologically
important 6 per cent as man-
dated by Chinese President Xi
Jinping who in the past direct-
ed that GDP should not go
down below six per cent, which
could cause serious disrup-
tion to the world’s second
largest economy.

Chinese economy was hit
hard by the US tariffs as a result
of the trade war between the
two countries.

After signing the phase
one deal on Wednesday, US
President Donald Trump said
25 per cent tariff hike on USD
360 billion worth of Chinese
products would continue until

the phase-2 deal is worked
out.

“The phase one deal is
only an interim agreement
between China and the US. In
fact, to push for negotiation in
the next stage, the US will keep
existing tariffs on imports from
China unless the two countries
manage to reach a phase two
deal,” said Alicia Garcia
Herrero, chief Asia Pacific
economist at Natixis.

“In the bilateral evalua-
tion and dispute resolution
chapter, the agreement also
makes it clear that, if the con-
cerns cannot be resolved, the
two parties hold the right to
suspend an obligation, adopt a
remedial measure, or in the
worst case, withdraw from the
agreement,” he told the South
China Morning Post.

Despite falling to a new low
since 1990, when political tur-
moil drove economic growth
down to 3.9 per cent, the 6.1
per cent rate met the target
range of between 6.0 per cent
and 6.5 per cent set by the cen-
tral government at the begin-
ning of last year, but was below
the market expectation of 6.2

per cent.
The headline figure was in

line with forecasts of the
International Monetary Fund
and the World Bank for China’s
economic growth this year, the
Post report said.

Chinese officials say the
consumer spending has
increased showing success of
China’s efforts to rejig its econ-
omy from one based on exports
to more reliant on consumer
spending.

According to the NBS data,
China’s per capita disposable
income stood at 30,733 yuan
(USD 4,461.95) in 2019, up 5.8
per cent year on year in real
terms. Chinese per capita con-
sumer spending increased by
5.5 per cent year on year in real
terms to reach 21,559 yuan in
2019, the data said.

By 2020, China aims to
double the per capita income of
its urban and rural residents
from 2010 levels.

China’s value-added indus-
trial output, an important eco-
nomic indicator, expanded 5.7
per cent year on year in 2019,
slowing from 6.2 per cent
growth in 2018.
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The legal team of Nissan’s
former chairman Carlos

Ghosn issued a statement
Friday refuting the latest alle-
gations by the Japanese
automaker against the fugitive
businessman.

Nissan Motor Co. on
Thursday filed a new set of alle-
gations to the Tokyo Stock
Exchange against Ghosn, who
skipped bail and fled to
Lebanon earlier this month,
saying he could not get a fair
trial in Japan.

The lawyers said that
Nissan’s complaints were biased

and that it never questioned
Ghosn about them.

They also said Nissan
never tried to interview Ghosn
or Greg Kelly, another former
executive facing charges of
financial misconduct, or “both-
ered to solicit their knowledge
of the facts.”

His lawyers also com-
plained that Latham &
Watkins, which conducted the
investigation, had long been
Nissan’s outside counsel.

Nissan confirmed both
were true, but denied there was
any conflict of interest.

Ghosn’s legal team also
complained that Nissan waited

for months to investigate
Ghosn’s successor, former
Nissan Chief Executive Hiroto
Saikawa, and only after Kelly
publicly raised concerns.

Saikawa resigned last year
over allegations about dubious
income. He has not been
charged.

“This report confirms that
Nissan’s investigation was
biased, lacked integrity and
independence, and was
designed and executed for the
predetermined purpose of tak-
ing out Carlos Ghosn,” Frank
Pasquier and the other lawyers
said in a statement.

Both Ghosn and Kelly say

they are innocent.
Ghosn was charged with

under-reporting his future
compensation and breach of
trust in diverting Nissan money
for personal gain. He says the
compensation was never decid-
ed on or paid, and the pay-
ments were for legitimate busi-
ness.

Kelly is accused of helping
Ghosn underreport his income.

Yokohama-based Nissan
says Ghosn “single-handedly”
decided on his compensation.
It has promised to beef up cor-
porate governance since the
arrest of Ghosn in November
2018.
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A34-year-old Indian-origin
woman who was reported

missing two weeks ago has
been found dead under mys-
terious circumstances in the
trunk of her car in the US state
of Illinois, according to media
reports.

Sureel Dabawala was
reported missing by her fami-
ly on January 1 after she failed
to return to her home in
Schaumburg, Illinois on
December 30, Schaumburg
Police Department said in a
statement.

She had gone to work out
at a gym and was last seen dri-
ving her car. She never came
home after that, her family was
quoted as saying by the
Chicago Tribune.

On Monday, the Chicago
Police Department contacted
Schaumburg Police to report
that a deceased person had
been recovered from the inside
of the vehicle owned by miss-
ing endangered, Dabawala
from Schaumburg, the state-
ment said.

The Chicago Police

Department is handling this as
a death investigation, it said.

After private investigators
hired by Dabawala’s family
located her white sedan parked
in Chicago’s West Garfield Park
neighbourhood, Chicago police
officers were called there,
Chicago police spokeswoman
Kellie Bartoli was quoted by the
Chicago Tribune.

The trunk of the car was
opened, after her father arrived
with the keys of the car.

Dabawala was found
wrapped in a blanket and

authorities later pronounced
her dead, it said.

The medical examiner’s
office released her identifica-
tion on Tuesday. However,
results from an autopsy could
not be completed on Tuesday,
a spokeswoman for the office
said.

Toxicology results take at
least a month to arrive. In
autopsy cases in which they’re
required, no details of the
investigation are released until
those results are available,
Natalia Derevyanny, director of
communications for the Cook
County Bureau of
Administration, was quoted as
saying by dailyhearld.com.

Dabawala’s sister said her
family was not yet sure what
happened to her sister, and they
were awaiting updates from the
police and information from
the autopsy before speculating
about her final moments, the
report said.

Dabawala had completed
her MBA from University
Chicago and was working at a
medical center managed by
her father, who is a doctor,
abc7Chicago.com reported. 
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AJapanese nuclear reactor
near a fault line must

remain shut because of the risk
of its being struck by earth-
quakes and volcanic eruptions,
a high court ordered on Friday.

All nuclear power stations
were shut down after the 2011
Fukushima nuclear accident
following a catastrophic tsuna-
mi, and many remain closed.

The Japanese public has
turned against atomic power,
despite Prime Minister Shinzo
Abe insisting the nation needs
nuclear plants to power the
world’s third-largest economy,
and the court decision was a
boost for the country’s anti-
nuclear movement.

The move by the
Hiroshima High Court
reversed a lower court decision
in March that would have
allowed the reactor at the Ikata
nuclear plant in western Japan
to resume operations.

The plant’s operator,

Shikoku Electric Power, want-
ed to resume work at the reac-
tor, which had been halted for
routine inspections, and said it
will appeal the high court’s rul-
ing.

The case was originally
lodged by residents of a neigh-
bouring region who com-
plained the utility failed to
properly evaluate the risks
posed by a local volcano and
seismic faultlines.

High court presiding judge
Kazutake Mori revoked the
lower court ruling that paved
the way for the reactor to come
online.

Mori said there was an
active fault line near the plant
and safety assessments had
been insufficient, national
broadcaster NHK said.

He also argued it was not
logical to assume that volcanic
eruptions can be predicted far
in advance, as assumed under
the national standards for oper-
ating nuclear reactors, accord-
ing to NHK.

.����	�B8��������	����	����

����	��������	�������
��	�� 
%�%(4%

Sri Lankan authorities have
arrested a former minister

who allegedly recorded 100,000
phone calls, the sometimes
lewd and compromising con-
tents of which were leaked on
social media.

In what has become a
major scandal, Ranjan
Ramanayake is heard dis-
cussing court cases with judges,
police, politicians and local
celebrities in some of the
recordings.

Police, who seized hard
drives from Ramanayake’s
home, said they were investi-
gating whether the recordings
had been used for blackmail or
other criminal activity.

The opposition lawmaker,
56, who was remanded in cus-
tody earlier this week, has said
he is being targeted for speak-
ing out against corruption.

In some of the leaked audio
tapes, Ramanayake is heard
slating the leadership of his
own opposition United
National Party, which has since
suspended his membership.

Parliamentary speaker
Karu Jayasuriya said the scan-
dal demonstrated the moral
degradation of the otherwise
conservative Buddhist-major-
ity nation of 21 million people.

“Recording private con-
versations as well as broad-
casting them (illegally) shows
the moral decay in our coun-
try,” Jayasuriya said in a state-
ment urging the clergy to
encourage higher ethical stan-
dards in society.

The leaks have already led

to the suspension of a magis-
trate and disciplinary action
against a high court judge,
officials said. Both had report-
edly discussed ongoing cases
with Ramanayake.

A senior police detective
who had also had discussions
with the politician has been
suspended pending an internal
inquiry.

Much of the leaked con-
versations suggested political
interference in cases against
senior members of former
president Mahinda Rajapaksa’s
administration between 2005
and 2015. His brother
Gotabaya won the November
presidential election.

Official sources said the
leaks could lead to a judicial
review of some of the ongoing
cases as well as those that have
concluded unfavourably for
Rajapaksa loyalists.

The Attorney General’s
office said Ramanayake was in
custody for offences committed
under the constitution for
“interference with the functions
of Judges.” He could face up to
a year in jail.
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American singer Gloria Gaynor
sees the hand of god in every

aspect of her life, particularly when
it comes to the tune that may be the
most famous disco song every cre-
ated.

She recalls when she first was
presented with I Will Survive, it was
intended to be the B-side of anoth-
er song, meaning it wasn’t the one
that was promoted to be a hit. She
clearly remembers calling it a stupid
decision, and lobbied for I Will
Survive to get top billing, which won
over the songwriters of the now clas-
sic song. “I’ve always believed that
god told them, ‘Look, sit down, write
a song, hold onto it, I’m going to
send you somebody,”’ she said.
“Another divine appointment... it
was meant to be the core of my pur-
pose,” she added.

Gaynor won her first and only
Grammy for I Will Survive in 1980.
Now, 40 years later, she has a chance
to add two more trophies to her col-
lection, thanks to her first gospel
album Testimony, which is nominat-
ed for best roots gospel album, and
Talking About Jesus, which is up for
best gospel performance. She’s giddy
to get back in the Grammy mix.

“I’m waiting to see the fashions,
of course, everybody all dressed and
looking wonderful and feeling good
and happy and all of that,” she said
of the January 26 ceremony, “and
hoping, of course, that I win at least
one Grammy. It will be awesome if
I could win them both.”

Gaynor shared recently about
her nominations, persevering in
the music industry despite health
challenges and her divine connection
to her most famous song.

�What made you want to do a
gospel album?

I just wanted to share the love
and the knowledge of Christ through
my music. I felt that that was what
I was called to do.

�This album comprises of new
material, some which you co-
wrote; even the song Amazing
Grace is a new tune. What made
you decide to go that route?

Well, I feel I’ve always been a bit
innovative. I mean, if somebody
writes a song that I want to sing and

they’ve put something in it with bad
grammar, I can’t sing it. I just have
to fix it. I just do it. And I wasn’t try-
ing to fix Amazing Grace except that
I was trying to make it fit into my
life. And the more it is about my
story than the original, the better it
is. That’s why we went that way with
it.

��What has it been like to not only
have the Grammy nominations
but also have this type of success?

Well, I did an album some time
ago and felt that I kind of ran out
ahead of god. And, when you do
that, you find yourself out there by
yourself. So it didn’t do well at all.
And then when this album hap-
pened, it was successful and was
quickly received by people. They
were writing to me that they not only

enjoyed the music, but that the songs
were ministering to them ... this was
my purpose to do through the
music. So I felt like I was right this
time. This is God’s timing and I’m
on point.

��What has I Will Survive meant
to you over the years?

At first it was something that I
was singing for other people. And
then as time went on, different
things happened to me and it
became my mantra as well. And
through the death of my mother, my
siblings, through my divorce, I
mean, when I did my divorce, I did
a marathon version .... So the song
has really meant a lot to me as well
as to other people. I fully understand
because I’ve experienced what the
song can do for you.

�This song has endured for so
long, but have you ever been frus-
trated that this was your biggest
song?

At first I thought that this is a
double-edged sword. People think
I’m not able to sing anything else
except I Will Survive. They don’t
want to hear anything else ... I’m not
sick of the song, but I wish they
would recognise that I could do
something else, that I’ve recorded so
many other great songs. And then
when I came to the understanding
that it was the core of my purpose,
I kind of settled in and was okay with
it. As the song says, It is well with my
soul.

�� You’ve faced a lot physically,
with several back surgeries. How
are you doing today?

I’ve had five back surgeries and
each one has stopped me for a
minute. ... The last one threatened
to stop me for good. ... With a lot
of prayer and faith, we found a doc-
tor in California who did this
wonderful surgery, two surgeries on
me, two totaling 18 hours and put
12 rods in my back. And now I’m
pain free. ... I’m still performing. I
do better on stage and in everyday
life. That is why I give credit to god
and the audience because the love
that comes from them really sus-
tains me during that period of time
when I’m on stage. And it’s just a
wonderful time for me. I always
leave the stage hoping that the audi-
ence has had as good a time as I
did.

��Could you see yourself mak-
ing more dance music?

Well, the only dance music I’m
planning is music on which you can
dance like David danced, dance
unto the Lord.

?& 

Set in the year 1969, Bad Times at
the El Royale, revolves around the

seven strangers and their seven
secrets in search of their own iden-
tity or either running away from
something. Each living in their own
universe ends up to El Royale hotel
near the California-Nevada border
that carries a dark past. A series of
events unfold at the hotel, the
strangers become acquaintances by
sharing their shady secrets. What
happens next is robbery, surveillance,
death, revenge, defiance, and sur-
vival. 

Chris Hemsworth views on his
experience of working in this neo-
noir thriller:

� How did you land up with this
role?

I have known Drew Goddard
from The Cabin in the Woods Days.
We worked together years ago. One
day when I contacted him, this film
was in process. As I got to know
about it, I immediately rang him and
said, ‘why you haven’t offered this
film to me?’ I then read the script
and right away said yes, lets go and
never looked back. This was an
opportunity for me to work with him
again.

� How was your experience work-
ing in the Bad Times at the El
Royale?

Before signing up for this film,
I had a detailed look at the script.
The idea of a neo-noir thriller film
with such a storyline made me
readily agree for a role. The whole
shooting sequence went like bliss and
was enjoyable due to the immense
hard work put in by the entire team.
The script is one of the best things
I have ever read, the cast was incred-
ible. I heard great things about the
script and saw amazing work by the

cast. Everybody was in an integral
place in this puzzle. Even if one per-
son did not drop the ball or did not
show up, it seemed as if there was
something missing on the sets. I am
very happy that everyone just put in
so much for their roles. It is one of
the most collaborated and enjoyable
film set I have ever been on. 

� Tell us about your character and
its challenges.

I felt everything very different
from what I have done before.
Surprisingly, the role was easy may
be due to such an amazing script. It
signalled that you can’t go anywhere
else but on this terrain you got to roll
the dice and take that kind of risk.
Yes, it was very satisfying. Billy Lee,
my character is a coke leader who is
manipulative, and charismatic,
which is kind of essential for the
script. There had to be a sense of
humour but also true set of manip-

ulation and sociopath kind of guy.
He might look like he is giving
answers and trying to help but it is
actually just an opportunity for him
to feel responsible. I just wanted to
highlight this kind of toxic mas-
culinity in the world. Hence, there
was something sexist about the
guy addicted to power and control.

� What time is the film set in?
The film is set in a hotel,

where seven strangers have seven
secrets, all searching for some-
thing, maybe an answer or object,
trying to find who they are and
what is their place in the world.
But at the same time, they all col-
lide which pretty much ends as a
chaotic situation at the El Royale.
The film is a beautiful shot with
amazing soundtrack.

(The film is set to be previewed
on Sunday, January 19 on Star
Movies.)

Did you feel like going on a trekking trip to
Manali after watching Yeh Jawaani Hai
Diwani? Or going on a family vacation to

Kolkata after watching Piku? Or perhaps taking
a trip to Leh Ladakh and visit the famous
Pangong Lake after watching 3 Idiots? Bollywood
films have also been about their exotic shooting
locations as much as they have been about their
actors and dreamy plots. Remember the
Swarovski Kristallwelten in Wattens, Austria, in
Chal Mere Bhai where Salman Khan and
Karishma Kapoor take a short detour? Also,
Indian tourists flocking to Switzerland after
watching the 1995 blockbuster DDLJ (Dilwale
Dulhaniya Le Jayenge) is yet another example of
how people have associated their aspirations with
film locales. However, ever heard of the back-
ground stories of what went into the making of

the film at such spots?
Actor Zareen Khan, who is set to

make her small screen debut, will bring
all such locations under one roof and
meet the Bollywood directors of the
films that have been shot there in
AXN’s Jeep Bollywood Trails. Hosting
the show, she will travel across the
length and breadth of India in a Jeep
revisiting the exact locations where
films like 3 Idiots, Jab We Met,
Dhadak and more were shot.

“I am so excited for the show to
go on air since its my TV debut and
I have been a passionate traveller.
I am going to relive the iconic loca-

tions featured in blockbuster
films. It would be a

delight for the
au d i e n c e

to see

how film directors think of a certain
location and make them part of their
stories. It’s exciting for me to weave
together these stories for the audience.
What more could I have asked for?” she
says and laughs.

Discussing more about the show
has to offer, she tells us that the series
begins with her driving to Ladakh to
revisit the Chail Palace, the Druk
School and Pangong Lake, where 3
Idiots was extensively shot. It features
a discussion between her and director
Rajkumar Hirani who talks about his
early life and his love for mountains
which inspired him to pick Ladakh as
one of the locations for the film.

She adds, “From eating their
favourite to going to their favourite
spots in that city, the directors explore
a lot more than just the film back-
ground in the show. And we are doing
it all on wheels, while driving. I drive
all over the country and when you are
doing that, you get an even better expe-
rience of the location you’re in.”

The other locations and directors
covered in the series are Manali
for Jab We Met featuring Imtiaz
Ali, Shimla for Bang Bang fea-
turing Siddharth Anand,
Varanasi for Raanjhanaa featur-
ing Anand L Rai and Udaipur
for Dhadak featuring
Shashank Khaitan.

In a way, the show also
aims at reviving the
essence of a particular
film through the location
it was shot at. However,
since old time classics
have been a huge mirror
to tourists making their way
to such locations, shouldn’t
they have been included
too? These are all recent
contemporar y f i lms.
Zareen agrees. She says,
“Of course, but this is
what the makers of the
show decided as of
now. But I am also
sure that once it
clicks with the
audience, they
are going to
look into the past.
Maybe when we
get into the sec-
ond season of
the show, then
they might choose
some classics.
Currently, we

are aiming at

showcasing how these Bollywood direc-
tors have taken inspiration from the
rich history, culture, people and natur-
al landscapes to make all these desti-
nations worth a visit. These films have
in a way given a special identity to these
places as well.”

Travelling with a crew comes with
its own challenges. On one hand,
where Ladakh is about adventure and
thrill, Udaipur, on the other, is more
about history, heritage and culture. So
how challenging it was to get accus-
tomed to different places, varying in
temperatures as well as ethnicity?
Zareen says, “I think challenges dou-
ble up for people when they are not fre-
quent travellers. And if somebody who
hasn’t explored much was made a part
of this show, s/he would have faced a
lot of difficulty. But I have been an avid
traveller and I am very well aware how
different places have different joys to
offer. And I just cherish that rather than
looking it as a challenge.”

However, there was one time when
it all seemed too difficult for Zareen.

She shares an anecdote, “When you
are travelling to different places,
there are so many things happen-

ing on the go. I remember that
in Ladakh, it was a very chal-
lenging drive.  We hadn’t

realised that while driving
up the hill pass, we’ll

have to be really pre-
pared for it. None of

us were, neither
with clothes nor
with the vehicles.
Of course, Jeep

was head on but
other cars weren’t. The

more they went up, the
more they started slipping
back since the roads were
on a slope and there was
snow. Even though you
have known that it’s a dif-
ficult terrain, driving and
experiencing it yourself
makes you believe it. It was
very difficult. We were
freezing and almost
exhausted while driving
up the slopes for three
hours. But then, finally,
the moment we reached
the Pangong Lake, we for-

got all about it. It was worth all
the hassle! And I think that’s the
beauty of travelling.”

(The show will air every
Saturday at 8 pm from January 25
on AXN.)
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�You were born in the same year as India. How
have you seen it change?

Yes, 1947. But by the time I came back to
India to introduce a new dance form, there was
a lot of resentment in government cultural insti-
tutions, Ministry of Culture and even from clas-
sical gurus.  As if what I did was perfidy. Not that
people themselves weren’t receptive to my
experimental workshops, they were afraid that
their gurus would get upset. I won’t take any
names but there were a lot of cases. It was my
determination and perseverance that kept me
going and I am grateful to the media as they
spoke about my work.

Still the peer criticism was all around. A very
established dancer once said that if somebody
works once in a year, it is obvious that every-
one will talk about it considering the big
names did  30 to 40 shows in a year. Yet I
derived much of my thematic strength
from the many interpretations of Krishna
or Shiva. In the beginning, few people in
the audience and the ones who came were
writers or musicians. Slowly, word got
around. The best form of publicity is word-
of-mouth. Everybody went happy and I
stuck to my guns. In those early days, I
spent six months here and six overseas.
Though I have studied kathak  and
kathakali, there is not one complete tukda
in the Indian classical style in my work. But
I am using the technique. 

Earlier I was a solo dancer and very
energetic. But doing a slow movement
and being in sync is more difficult than
doing something fast. When I collaborate
with somebody, something sparks during
the process that I have never tried before.
Because you need someone to trigger that. I
worked with Bahauddin Dagar recently. We were
talking. And he is a great artist. He said, “It is
not just your show but our show. You are not
accompanying me. We are working together to
create something good.”

�Talking about Jose Limon technique and the
way it seems to defy gravity, how difficult is it
to perfect, especially when you are using it in
conjunction with Martha Graham?

I took these classes when I was already 24.
When you are young, your body is supple. I
imbibed only those things which my body
could accept. So I cannot claim perfection
in them. All that experience of how these
school’s practitioners worked with their
bodies and their breath control influ-
enced me deeply. This was a whole new
teaching process. I studied a lot of dance forms
and ended up using a lot of Balinese movements
in my work.Then there is the Japanese butoh. All
this experience has enriched me as an individ-
ual. When I start creating, I figure out which of
my inspirations work or not.

�Mukhabhinay is an important part of your
dance technique...

Mukhabhinay is something that is ingrained
in me as I learnt it for 16 years. It comes natu-
rally. Abhinay is used a lot but not all the time.

�You hitchhiked to the US. What made you do
that? How have your travels contributed to your
art?

I left the country in 1969 on a cargo ship with
goats, sheep and other workers who would get
off at Dubai or Bahrain. Eventually the voyage
ended at Khorramshah in Iran. Till then I had
had studied Indian classical dance, beginning
with kathak. And then my father put the brakes.
After all, he had at least let a Parsi person take
dancing lessons in the first place. I then took up
economics at Bombay University. Destiny called
again as it was at this point of time that  I watched
an American dance company perform in the city.
A new dimension of dancers as a collective using
a defined space opened up before me. Nothing
like that existed In india and my father didn’t
have the means to invest in my passion. The spir-
it of adventure was there and I just set off. 

I hadn’t considered hitch-hiking as
rare because it was a part of the
youth culture then. Nobody
thought anything about travelling
with strangers. But then there were
robberies and murders, too. My
magic trail took me from Iran,
through Turkey, Greece, Italy, Austria,
Belgium, Germany... till I took the ferry
across to Dover. And then hitchhiked to
London. 

There was so much of living colour
and monuments that I could have written
a journal like the famous travellers have
documented in history. A friend’s daugh-
ter said she was so much in awe of my expe-
rience. But now many young people are
doing it. But in a much different form. It is
more hiking rather than hitchhiking. 

I also wanted to study the piano but my father
refused, saying if at all I wanted to master music,
I could only play Indian classical instruments.
Those days, it was hard and frustrating to be

accepted as a liberal artiste but I had the support
and blessings of my parents. I could come back
to a  happy home and that was a big blessing.
Even today, many boys find it hard to rationalise
their choice as performers. My father, on the
other hand,  said, “I am sorry we do not have
enough connections to help you out” Had it been
an unhappy home, I would not have been able
to handle the rejections which I faced constant-
ly. 

My original plan was to go to the US but my
papers were not in order. I travelled the world
and explored different cultures for seven and a
half years instead. I travelled to Canada and
hitchhiked from Montreal to Vancouver. Then
went east,  crossed the ocean, went to Japan and
stayed there for a year. I just hitchhiked, stud-
ied, absorbed and learnt. I went to Australia and
New Zealand on a cheap budget. I looked at each
day as a gift of meeting people. I stayed in a
youth hostel picking up tips to survive. 

�Is that why you connect to young people
from varied backgrounds? You’ve also
worked with hearing-impaired children

and those from the Salaam Baalak Trust...
I worked with children of Salaam

Baalak Trust and the drummers of
Manipur. They wait for me to take
them out, they are survivors and they
have the instinct to explore. 

I have worked with the deaf after I
came across a friend who was working
with a deaf theatre company in Kolkata.
I was frustrated that I couldn’t get

enough dancers to do a workshop and
then I thought why not try something new?

I was not trained to work with them but learnt
on the job.  After a three-week workshop, it was
possible to create an entire experience with them
able to express themselves. I learnt so much from
them like lip-reading and sign language. I use
myself as a catalyst and then mentor and nur-
ture them. They get confidence and become role
models. All these kids were excited because they
got a sense of achievement as they saw their pho-
tos. There was a sense of pride. I am not doing
it for my glorification, am doing it so that I can
demonstrate what can be done with hard work
and perseverance.

�What keeps you young? While dancers half
your age follow the set patterns, you keep
extending your boundaries. Add to it Kathak
and Kathakali.

I keep pushing myself physically and also
picking up projects through which I can create

awareness. I have been working for 14 years in
Manipur. And Kathakali was always a group per-
formance. Earlier, it was the martial arts and now
it is the drummers. They just did their own
demonstration. It wasn’t really a full perfomance
but it was all very fragmented. However, I
brought them into my work while keeping their
tradition intact. I still feel tradition is very impor-
tant and it gives you grounding.

When something has a strong foundation,
only then it can grow. One should be open to
absorbing and looking at things with an open eye.
In my new routine, two new boys who haven’t
worked with me before have been trained in
chhau. It was a whole new process and experi-
ence for them since they had to sustain that posi-
tion. But they have been open to it, because then
you feel like you are wasting your time and also
that of the person who wants you to be a part
of the project.

�Your choice of venues have been eclectic to
say the least, for instance, The Great Wall of
China, amid artefacts in a museum and more...

People are used to watching a performance
in a theatre. But when I select a space,

it has to speak to me. for exam-
ple, at Triveni I will have peo-

ple sitting around me in an
open air amphitheatre

and I will perform
within them. Some

p e r f o r m a n c e s
work better in an
enclosed envi-
ronment. 

�What is your
credo?

My move-
ments must
hypnotise you.
I must be able

to push my body
and not do just

what people do. I
am doing a lot of

work with my back. A
lot of movement that

involves just holding back
and not fal l ing.  That

becomes a new form of move-
ment. 
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� Share with us your insights on wit-
nessing the wildlife across seven con-
tinents.

My insight in witnessing the world
across seven continents is that if you
visit any European city, you will find
that the interiors of the city is similar
to Helsinki or Berlin or Frankfurt, even
Vienna, the inner city has cobblestone
streets, Roman Gothic architecture
and town halls. And if you go to the
newly developed cities, you see glass
facade, aluminum composite panel and
contemporary styled buildings. But if
you visit the flora and fauna, the for-
est and the countryside, those are
unique. So I have found that the
places with civilisations look more or
less similar. But nature is always differ-
ent in different parts of the world.

� What has been your biggest take-
away from your journey around the
world?

I have witnessed and observed
habitat loss and melting of ice in
polar regions. So the best way to pre-
serve this natural wealth is to leave it
alone. If we leave the nature as it is, it
will certainly take its own course. That
is the best way to preserve the wildlife.

� How relevant do you find Sony
BBC Earth’s show Seven Worlds, One
Planet?

I have earlier highlighted the sim-
ilarity in urban areas and uniqueness
in forests and jungles. So the variety of
nature is a binding thread in all the
seven worlds, or rather, I would say,
wildlife binds all the continents togeth-
er. This show on Sony BBC Earth aptly
named as Seven Worlds, One Planet
does justice to the natural wealth, sur-
roundings, flora and fauna around us.

� How has climate change affected
the natural world around each of the
continent? 

The climate change has affected
natural world quite a lot over the last
40 years, almost 30 to 40 per cent of
bird and mammal population is wiped
out. It is further going down due to the
constant pressure on the habitats and
natural resources. So the climate
change effects are at an alarming rate.

� What drove you to the world of
wildlife? Tell us about your very
first experience as a wildlife photog-
rapher?

Since childhood, I was very much
fond of nature. But I seldom took out
time to pursue my hobby as I was busy
with nature of living, jobs, marriage
and settlement. So I never really cared
about my passion and what I really
wanted to do. I was engrossed in daily
chores of life. It was in 2006 when I vis-
ited Nagarhole National Park in South
India, where I witnessed wild animals

— deers, elephants, Indian gaurs for the
first time. That’s when I realised that
this is my destiny. This is what I want-
ed to do. And thereby wildlife photog-
raphy started actually.

� Have you watched any shows on
Sony BBC Earth? If given an oppor-
tunity, would you be interested in
being a part of any locally produced
show? 

I don’t watch television much, but
yes if opportunity is given, I would like
to be a part of the show.

� Can you share any memorable sto-
ries from any of the continents?
Some anecdotes or incident you
remember.

I went to Churchill in Northern
Canada, Manitoba province to photo-
graph polar bear mother and cup in
the Dane. The temperature was minus
40 degree celsius. As I come from the
tropical climate area, it was really dif-
ficult for me to stay in such a cold
weather. But somehow, I managed by
wearing six layers of heavy clothing
and two layers of hand gloves. Even
photography was quite a challenge
there.

� What do you think makes for a
perfect wildlife shot?

Well, the taste of each photogra-
pher varies, but according to me, the
best wildlife shot is the one which
depicts the habitat. Over the years my
signature style of photography has
transformed into habitat sort, it means
that the animal will be small in the
frame. Suppose I’m shooting a tiger in
the forest of Tadoba, then maybe 90 per
cent of the frame will be the forest and
10 per cent will be tiger. So it will show
the habitat of the Tiger. I don’t like
shooting tight frames. and portraits of
animals which shows nothing but the
animal. I like to show the habitat, the
animal and the trees of the surround-
ing. So the best ever wildlife photog-
raphy image is one depicts habitat and
has some story in it. 

(Seven Worlds, One Planet pre-
mieres on January 20, 9 pm on Sony
BBC Earth.)
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Jurgen Klinsmann is planning
a party if Hertha Berlin beat

his former employers Bayern
Munich on Sunday despite
doubts about the validity of his
coaching licence, as the
Bundesliga resumes this week-
end after a four-week break.

Since taking charge in
November, the 55-year-old
former Germany and US
national team coach has pulled
Hertha up from the relegation
places to mid-table with 10
points from a possible 12 going
into their clash with third-
placed Bayern at Berlin’s
Olympic Stadium.

However Klinsmann, who
led both the US and Germany
at World Cup finals, has been
left red-faced after it emerged
his coaching licence, held since
2000, may no longer be valid
and the relevant paperwork is
at the family home in
California.

“It’s just been a bit of a
chance for the media to let off
a bit of steam,” Klinsmann told
Sky as questions over his
licence became a hot topic in
the German media.

“No one has ever
approached me about a licence
in 20 years — whether as
coach of Germany, the USA or
Bayern. Now they have looked

into it and it’s expired.” The
matter remains unresolved but
Klinsmann insists he has sent
the necessary paperwork to the
German FA and that there is”

no problem at all”.
He has a point to prove

against Bayern, who sacked
him in 2009 after just nine
months and 43 games in
charge.

Bayern striker Robert
Lewandowski has recovered
from recent groin surgery and
will look to pick up where he
left off after scoring 19 goals in
the first 17 games.

The defending champions
trail leaders RB Leipzig by
four points and are without
wingers Kingsley Coman
(knee) and Serge Gnabry, who
injured his Achilles tendon
during a training camp in
Qatar.

Bayern suffered a shock 2-
0 defeat when they last trav-
elled to Hertha in September
2018 and Klinsmann said a
repeat result would spark a
party in the capital.

“We have nothing to lose,”
he said. “Let’s take a point —
brilliant! Let’s take three, then
we’ll have a party.

“We’ll go in there with the

confidence of four games with-
out defeat.” One to watch:
Erling Braut Haaland

Borussia Dortmund made
the league's standout signing
during the winter break when
they paid Red Bull Salzburg 20
million euros ($22m) for the
19-year-old Norway striker.

Haaland attracted atten-
tion last September when, aged
19 years and 58 days, he
became the third youngest
player to score a Champions
League hat-trick in a 6-2 vic-
tory over Genk, finishing with
eight goals in six group games.

“I don’t think we’ve had
that kind of striker since
Robert Lewandowski,”
Dortmund captain Marco Reus
told Sky.

Head coach Lucien Favre
has not said when Haaland will
make his debut. Fourth-placed
Dortmund hope a deluge of
goals by their latest signing will
help close the seven-point
deficit to RB Leipzig, starting
with a win at Augsburg on
Saturday.
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Mohamed Salah says
Liverpool’s focus is

solely on ending a 30-year
wait to win the Premier
League title, rather than
doing so by going the whole
season unbeaten.

Jurgen Klopp’s men
have dropped just two
points in 21 games to set a
new record for Europe’s top
five leagues of 61 points
from a possible 63 to start
the campaign.

That has propelled the
European champions into a

14-point lead over title
holders Manchester City
with a game in hand, but
Salah insists the Reds are
still taking their title chal-
lenge one game at a time
ahead of Manchester
United’s visit to Anfield on
Sunday.

“We don’t think about
being unbeaten until the
end of the season. If we do
that, it would be great, but
at the end of the day we just
want to win the Premier
League. That's the most
important thing,” Salah told
Premier League

Productions.
“Unbeaten or not, it’s

not necessary - we want to
win the Premier League.”

Liverpool could move a
massive 30 points clear of
United with victory on
Sunday, but the Red Devils
are the only side to take
points off them this season
after a 1-1 draw at Old
Trafford in October.

Salah missed that
match through injury and is
keen to make up for lost
time in the clash between
English football's two most
successful sides.

“We need to win, we
need to carry on in our way
- the way we’ve been doing
since the beginning of the
season and since last year,”
added the Egyptian.

“Of course we
know it’s big for the
fans, for the city and
for us. But at the end
of the day, we play the
game to win.”

��	�� (��	�

Barcelona’s appointment of
Quique Setien, a fervent

disciple of Johan Cruyff, came
the day after Zinedine Zidane
won his ninth final out of nine
as coach of Real Madrid.

With both teams level on
points at the top of La Liga,
Spain’s closest title race in
years will be as much a con-
test of identity and beliefs as
points won and lost.

Real Madrid, the club that
defines itself by winning,
against Barcelona, where win-
ning is seen as the result of
something more profound, a
style heralded by Cruyff that
has become their footballing
philosophy.

Atletico Madrid and
Sevilla, both five points
behind, are still in touch but
playing catch-up.

Setien once said he would
have given his little finger to
play under Cruyff. Now, 34
years later, he has the chance
to resuscitate those ideals after

two years under Ernesto
Valverde when pragmatism
took a greater hold.

Barca's new coach is not
well-known outside of Spain
and, at 61, he may be in the
twilight years of his career.

“For me this is the pinna-
cle,” he said at his unveiling on
Tuesday.

His previous clubs are not
illustrious. They include Lugo,
Logrones, Las Palmas, Poli
Ejido, Racing Santander, Real

Betis and one game in charge
of Equatorial Guinea. His list
of trophies begins and ends
with one Spanish Super Cup
in 1985 with Atletico Madrid.

But his work and words
up to this point could leave
the impression of someone
that has been preparing to
coach Barcelona his entire
life.

“When I was a player,
coaches tried to set guidelines
for me,” Setien, a former
Spanish international, told
Marca in 2018.

It remains to be seen how
Setien’s appointment will
affect La Liga’s title race. Will
Real Madrid’s players feel
their chances are boosted or
harmed by Valverde's
removal? They are now up
against a team with a coach
that has never won, or even
competed for, a top-flight tro-
phy. But they might feel wary
too, of the possibi l ity
Barcelona could be released by
Setien’s attacking beliefs and
accelerate.
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The Olympics-bound Indian
men’s hockey team will kick-
start its preparations for the

quadrennial showpiece when it debuts
in the FIH Pro League against world
No.3 the Netherlands here on
Saturday.

After having missed the first edi-
tion of the event, India will take on the
2019 Pro League and European
Bronze medal winners, the
Netherlands, in two matches in their
opening tie at the Kalinga Stadium
here. The second match will be played
on Sunday.

With all the top teams of the
world in fray, the home-and-away Pro
League will be ideal preparation for
world No 5 India ahead of the
Summer Games later this year.

After the Dutch side, India will
host world champions Belgium on
February 8 and 9 followed by two
more home fixtures against Australia
on February 22 and 23.

The Indian team will then leave
for the away games in Germany
(April 25 and 26) and Great Britain
(May 2 and 3).

India will return to play on home
soil on May 23 and 24 against New
Zealand before travelling to Argentina
to play on June 5 and 6.

The Manpreet Singh-led side will
play the last leg of the Pro League
round-robin matches in Spain on June
13 and 14.

India’s head coach Graham Reid
will be aware of the challenges that
await his team in the Pro League
opener.

Having served as a former assis-
tant coach to the Dutch, Reid knows
exactly what to expect from
Netherlands in the double header.

The matches will also provide
India a chance to avenge their heart-
breaking 1-2 loss in the quarterfinal
of the 2018 World Cup.

A look at the previous 10 meet-
ings between the two teams reveals

that there is little to choose between
them.

The Netherlands have won five of
those meetings, with India victorious
on four occasions and one match end-
ing in a draw.

Reid too insisted that they are look-
ing at the Pro League outings as a plat-
form for Olympic preparation.

“It will be important to start strong
and sharp in the Pro League with our
first three encounters against the top
three teams in the world,” Reid has said.

“We will be focussing on getting
our structures right and honing our set
plays as preparation for our Olympic
campaign.”

The Indians would also benefitted
by their familiarity with the Kalinga
Stadium turf, having trained and
played numerous matches here.

It is the same venue where the
eight-time Olympic champions qual-
ified for the 2020 Games after thrash-
ing Russia 11-3 on aggregate in the
two-leg FIH Qualifiers in November
last year.

“The matches against India are a
very important opener. Playing against
India at their home ground is chal-
lenging no doubt but it is also very
exciting because we love playing in
Bhubaneswar,” Netherlands coach
Max Caldas said.

Caldas too is looking at the Pro
League as preparation for Olympics.

“The players and combinations we
wanted to test were experimented dur-
ing the previous edition of Pro League.
This edition we will have our most
competitive team as this will be the
stepping-stone for us to be the best at
Tokyo,” he said.

India will field a full-strength
team which will witness the return of
midfielders Chinglensana Singh and
Sumit, who were out with injuries.

Chinglensana was on the sidelines
with an ankle fracture since the
National Championship last year,
while Sumit suffered a wrist injury in
June during the FIH Men’s Series
Final. 
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Indian tennis ace Sania Mirza
cruised into the women’s

doubles final of the Hobart
International with her
Ukrainian partner Nadiia
Kichenok here on Friday.

Sania and Kichenok sailed
past the Slovenian-Czech pair
of Tamara Zidansek and Marie
Bouzkova 7-6 (3) 6-2 in the
semifinal contest that lasted one
hour and 24 minutes.

The fifth-seeded Indo-
Ukrainian combination will
lock horns with second seeds
Shuai Peng and Shuai Zhang of
China. The Chinese pair got a
walkover after Belgium’s Kirsten
Flipkens and Alison Van
Uytvanck conceded the other
semifinal match because of
injury.

While Sania and Kichenok
had to fight hard in the open-
ing set, the second set was a
cakewalk for the combination.

The first set was a tough
contest between the two pairs,
bringing the tie-breaker into the
equation after it was level at 6-
6.

In the tie-breaker, Sania
and Kichenok upped their
game by a few notches to out-

smart their opponents and take
the lead.

The second set was a no
contest as Saina and Kichenok
broke their opponents thrice -
- in the second, sixth and
eighth game — to easily pock-
et the set and a place in the
summit clash.

Saina and Kichenok got
11 break chances out of which
they converted four, while their
opponents utilised two out of
the five break chances that
came their way.

The 33-year-old Sania is
returning to WTA circuit after
two years. During her time
away from the game, she battled
injury breakdowns before tak-
ing a formal break in April 2018
to give birth to her son Izhaan.
She is married to Pakistani
cricketer Shoaib Malik.

Before the ongoing event,
Sania last played at China Open
in October 2017.

A trailblazer in Indian ten-
nis, Sania is a former world
No.1 in doubles and has six
Grand Slam titles to her cred-
it.

She retired from the singles
competition in 2013 after
becoming the most successful
Indian woman tennis player. 

	����(��4%)��

India’s top-ranked player Prajnesh
Gunneswaran failed to make the main draw

of the Australian Open men's singles event
after going down in straight sets to Ernests
Gulbis of Latvia in the final round of the qual-
ifiers here on Friday.

Prajnesh, ranked 122nd in the world and
seeded 17th in the qualifiers, lost 6-7 (2) 2-6
to Gulbis in his final round qualifying match.

Prajnesh had earlier defeated local wild-
card Harry Bourchier and Germany’s Yannick
Hanfmann.

It was a close first set which went into tie-
break, where Prajnesh faltered to hand early
advantage to his opponent.

In the second set, Gulbis broke Prajnesh
in the first and third games to race to a 3-0
lead.

From there on, the Indian found it tough
as Gulbis held his serve to close out the con-
test that lasted for one hour and 20 minutes.

With Prajnesh’s ouster, India’s campaign
in the singles ended in the qualifiers.

Earlier, Sumit Nagal suffered a straight-
set loss to Mohamed Safwat of Egypt to crash
out in the first round of the qualifiers on
Thursday.
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Ukraine’s  Dayana
Yastremska defeated her

third top 20 opponent in a row
to make the Adelaide
International finals with a 6-4,
7-6 (7/4) win over Aryna
Sabalenka on Friday.

The 19-year-old's blitzed
world number 20 Donna Vekic

in the quarter-finals of the
Memorial Drive tournament a
day after 18th-ranked
Angelique Kerber retired from
their match with back pain
from a set down.

Yastremska, ranked 24th,
will play for the fourth title of
her career on Saturday against
either Australian world number
one Ashleign Barty or
American Danielle Collins.

“I’m pretty happy, this new
season is off to a good start,”
Yastremska said after defeating
Sabalenka of Belarus for their
third match in as many meet-
ings.

“I’m just doing my
job on court, playing my
game. I do what I can on
court.

“I  feel  confidence
heading to the Australian

Open.” Yastremska broke
once per set while losing her

own service once in the 106-
minute showdown.

She finished on a third
match point in the tiebreaker as
Sabalenka hit
the net on a
return.

Ya s t r e m s k a
claimed two WTA tro-

phies last season at Strasbourg
and Hua Hin, Thailand. 
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Ole Gunnar Solskjaer
has confirmed Harry

Maguire as Manchester
United’s new captain less
than six months after his
?80 million ($104 million)
move from Leicester.

Maguire will take over
as skipper from Ashley
Young, who is expected to
complete his move to Inter
Milan on Friday.

The England interna-
tional, 26, has led the side in
games when Young has
been absent and was an
obvious choice for the role
having played in every
Premier League match this
season. “Harry has been
wearing the captain's arm-
band and he will keep wear-
ing it,” said Solskjaer, whose
side take on runaway lead-
ers Liverpool at Anfield on
Sunday. “He’s come in and
been a leader in the group.
I have not been surprised

but I’ve been impressed by
his leadership skills.”

“He is part of a group
that we’ve had that have
been leading this young
group,” added Solskjaer.

“Ashley has been of
course, Marcus (Rashford)
is a young lad but he has
been involved, David (de
Gea) and Harry, so Harry
will keep on wearing the
armband now.”

Young, who moved to
Old Trafford in 2011, will
link up at the San Siro with
former United teammates
Romelu Lukaku and Alexis
Sanchez.

“Ashley has been a
good servant for the club,
he’s been captain, he’s won
trophies, the league, various
cups,” said Solskjaer.

“But we’ve got players
coming through and
when Ashley's head and
mindset was, 'I want to
try this’, why not do it
now?”
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Ben Stokes and Ollie Pope
hit centuries as England

built a strong position on the
second day of the third Test
against South Africa and
England at St George's Park on
Friday.

England were 426 for eight
at tea. The four-match series is
tied at 1-1.

World player of the year
Stokes hit 120, his ninth Test
century, while Pope was
unbeaten on 106, his maiden
Test hundred.

Stokes and Pope put on
203 for the fifth wicket after
coming together on the first
day when their side were strug-
gling at 148 for four.

In contrast to an attrition-
al first day, when England
could only score 224 for four
in 90 overs, England scored
freely for most of the day,
although Pope made hard
work of moving from his score
of 75 at lunch to his century,
needing most of the after-
noon before he punched
Anrich Nortje through mid-
wicket for his 14th boundary
after facing 190 balls.

While Pope moved cau-
tiously to join Dom Sibley in
scoring a maiden Test hundred
during the series, Sam Curran
provided the impetus for
England as he hit an aggressive
44 off 50 balls, with six fours
and a six. He and Pope put on
59 for the seventh wicket, with
Pope contributing 13.

Hit by the news that strike
bowler Kagiso Rabada would
miss the fourth and final Test
after incurring a fourth disci-
plinary demerit point within
24 months, South Africa’s
bowlers neither posed a signif-
icant threat nor were able to
exert the control they did on
the first day as Stokes and Pope
dominated the morning with-

out being parted.
Stokes eventually sliced a

catch to backward point off
debutant Dane Paterson after
making 120 off 214 balls with
12 fours and two sixes.

South Africa had a better
afternoon, picking up four
wickets, with three of them
taken by left-arm spinner
Keshav Maharaj, who had fig-
ures of four for 135. Having
conceded only 55 runs in 32
overs on Thursday, Maharaj
gave up another 80 runs in 21.2
overs on Friday.

Maharaj was attacked by
Stokes, who hit sixes in both of
the spin bowler’s first two
overs, one of which sailed out
of the ground beyond mid-
wicket
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Kuldeep Yadav bowled a
game-changing 38th
over to complement a

KL Rahul blinder as India lev-
elled the series with a com-
fortable 36-run victory over
Australia in second ODI here
on Friday.

Put into bat, India put up
a much-improved batting per-
formance with Rahul's blister-
ing 52-ball-80 taking India to
340 for six after Shikhar
Dhawan (96 off 90 balls) and
skipper Virat Kohli (78 off 76
balls) laid the foundation.

Australia were in the
game till Steven Smith (98)
carried the battle back to the
enemy camp but Kuldeep's
ninth over turned out to be a
game-changer as he first dis-
missed wicketkeeper Alex
Carey and then had a delivery
that bounced extra to have
Smith played on. The visitors
were all-out for 304 in 49.1
overs.

Kuldeep's final figures of
2 for 65 may not be mind-
blowing but did just enough
damage to see that the third
ODI in Bengaluru doesn't
lose context.

Mohammed Shami (3/77

in 10 overs) and Navdeep
Saini (2/62 in 10 overs) then
bowled some exquisite toe-
crushers to put an end to the
contest. Jasprit Bumrah (1/32
in 9.1 overs) was economical
as ever and his contribution
cannot be overlooked.

However on a placid
track, Smith, a proverbial
thorn in India's flesh was
again proving to be dangerous
along with Marnus
Labuschagne (44) as they
added 96 in quick time.

Ravindra Jadeja (2/58 in
10 overs) steady spell and got
rid of Labuschagne in nick of
time to upset Smith's rhythm
after he had hit nine fours and
a six off 102 balls.

However this match also
brings to fore Rahul's emer-
gence as proper keeper-bats-
man option for white-ball
cricket as his extra runs com-
ing in at No 5, proving to be
valuable in the end.

Not to forget his reason-
ably decent keeping effecting
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India A top-order warmed-up
nicely for their upcoming one-

day series with a 92-run win
against New Zealand XI in the
first of the two practise games
here on Friday.

Batting first, India A scored
279 for 8 in 50 overs and then
dismissed New Zealand XI for
187 in 41.1 overs with let-arm
pacer Khaleel Ahmed getting
four wickets.

Batting first, skipper Gill (50
off 66 balls) hit a half-century
adding 89 runs for the second
wicket with another specialist
opener Ruturaj Gaikwad (93 off
103 balls), who came in at one
drop to accommodate senior
team player Mayank Agarwal (8).

Once Gill was out hitting
seven fours, Gaikwad was joined
by Suryakumar Yadav, who hit a
48-ball-50 with four fours and
two sixes as the duo added 89
runs.  As Sur ya attacked,
Gaikwad held anchor at one
end.

During the back-end, Krunal
Pandya scored a 31-ball 41 while
Sanju Samson (4) and Vijay
Shankar (13) failed to make an
impact.

New Zealand A started off
with an 82-run opening stand
between Jakob Bhula (50) and
Jack Boyle  (42) but Khaleel (4/43
in 9.1 overs) and Mohammed
Siraj (2/33 in 8 overs) caused the
bulk of the damage.

Brief Scores: India A 279/8 in
50 overs (Ruturaj Gaikwad 93 off
103 balls, Suryakumar Yadav 50
off 48 balls, Shubman Gill 50 off
66 balls).

New Zealand XI 187 in 41.1
overs (Jakob Bhula 50, Khaleel
Ahmed 4/43 in 9.1 overs). India
A won by 92 runs. 
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Recalled Pakistan allrounder
Mohammad Hafeez Friday

said he will retire from interna-
tional cricket after the
Twenty20 World Cup later this
year, vowing to end his career
on a positive note.

The 38-year-old was
Thursday recalled to Pakistan’s
Twenty20 series against
Bangladesh starting in Lahore
from January 24.

Hafeez has been one of
Pakistan’s key players — in all
three formats, as a top order
batsman and a handy off-spin-
ner— since making his debut
during an England tour in
2003.

But his career was dogged
by questions over the legality of
his bowling action, reported on
three occasions during interna-
tional matches. He was also

banned from bowling for 12
months in 2015.

Hafeez, dubbed the “profes-
sor” for his knowledge of the
game, said he enjoyed playing
for Pakistan.

“It has been a privilege,” he
told media.

“I want to play the
Twenty20 World Cup and then
exit from Pakistan’s internation-
al team.”

Hafeez retired from Tests in
December 2018 after playing 55
Tests. He was more successful
in limited over formats, scoring
6,614 runs and took 139 wick-
ets in 218 one-day internation-
als.

His last ODI was during the
World Cup (50 overs) in
England last year, and he has
not been selected for that for-
mat since then.

His tally in 89 Twenty20
internationals stands at 54 wick-
ets and 1,908 runs.

“I have played 17 years for
Pakistan and tried my level best.
At times I missed my bowling,”
said Hafeez, who also cap-
tained Pakistan in 29 Twenty20
internationals, winning 17 and
losing 11 with one ending in a
tie.

The Twenty20 World Cup
will be held in Australia in
October-November this year. 
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Days after expressing his desire to
play for South Africa in the T20

World Cup, former Proteas batsman AB
de Villiers has now revealed his wish to
represent the country in ODI cricket.

de Villiers reaffirmed his desire to
return to 50-overs cricket while speak-
ing to commentator Adam Gilchrist
during Melbourne Heat’s loss to the
Adelaide Strikers in the ongoing edition

of the Big Bash League (BBL).
“I would love to play, that was never

the problem,” de Villiers, who had hung
up his Proteas shirt in May 2018, was
quoted as saying by Fox Sports.

“I always wanted to play for South
Africa, it’s a great honour to play
international cricket,” he added.

The 35-year-old believes the
appointment of Graeme Smith and
Mark Boucher to key roles in Cricket
South Africa will help him return to the

two shorter formats for his country.
“I’ve been chatting with Mark

Boucher, Smithy and some of the guys
involved so hopefully it all works out,”
he said.

“We’ve had a few good discussions
about the possible way forward. I’m
going to have to score some runs obvi-
ously.

“Watching some of the Test match-
es over December I was definitely
thinking it would be really nice to be

out there, but things have changed in
my life ... I don’t want to play 11 months
of the year any more, it’s too much.

“ODIs I wouldn't take completely
out of the equation, but for Test match-
es it’s pretty much done,” said the 114-
Tests veteran.

de Villiers had tried to come out of
retirement ahead of the 2019 World
Cup, making himself available for
selection. However, CSA selectors felt
it was too late.

	���� %(�

Adominant Vinesh Phogat
downed two tough Chinese

rivals on her way to the 53kg
final of the Rome Ranking
Series event after teen sensation
Anshu Malik settled for a Silver
medal in 57kg competition,
here on Friday.

Vinesh won by technical
superiority against Khrystyna
Bereza (10-0) and Lannuan
Luo (15-5) before getting the
better of Qianyu Pang (4-2).

If the win against Ukrainian
Bereza was about spectacular
double leg attacks, the quarter-
final win over the Luo was much
tougher than the what the score-
line suggested.

Luo was a strong opponent,
who led 5-2 at the end of first
period but Vinesh turned it
around with smart point-scor-
ing moves from nowhere in the

second period.
Twice she threw Luo with

moves from between the legs
when the Chinese was holding
her from the back.

With two wrestlers, having

immense upper-body strength,
jostling for upper hand from
standing position was a sight to
watch.

Fighting a measured bout
against Pang, Vinesh was in

control in the semi-final, With
two take downs in each period
she led 4-0 and conceded points
only towards the end of the
fight.

Vinesh will now fight for
her first gold of the season with
Ecuador’s Luisa Elizabeth
Valverde Melemdres.

The 18-year-old Anshu car-
ried her sparkling form from the
trials at her maiden internation-
al tournament at the senior
level but could not replicate it in
the gold medal bout, losing to
Nigeria’s Odunayo Adekuoroye.

The 18-year-old was very
dominant till the final, beating
American Jenna Rose Burkert,
Grace Bullen of Norway, 2019
world champion from Canada
Linda Morais en route the final.

Anshu had upset world
championship Bronze medallist
Pooja Dhanda during the trials.
But Divya Kakran returned

empty-handed after losing the
68kg Bronze medal play-off
bout to Danielle Suzanne
Lappage of Canada.

Also in medal contention is
Nirmala Devi, who will fight for
50kg Bronze after losing her
semi-final to Sarah Ann
Hildebrandt.

Nirmala was aggressive
throughout, going for leg
attacks, but the American stayed
solid in her defence, reminding
the tactics that Vinesh had
employed against her at the
2019 World Championship in
Nur Sultan.

Nirmala has another
American in her way as she will
lock horns with Victoria Lacey
Anthony.

In the men’s freestyle com-
petition, Satyawart Kadiyan
(97kg) and Sumit Mailk (125kg)
exited following their quarter-
final defeats.
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Former India skipper
Mahendra Singh Dhoni

has stunned Jharkhand coach
Rajiv Kumar with his fluent
batting even as the stumper
started training for the first
time since Indias loss in the
semifinal of the 2019 World
Cup against New Zealand in
July last year.

Speaking to IANS, Kumar
said that he was expecting a
little rustiness from the bats-
man, but the balls seemed to
be hitting the middle of the
bat. The coach went on to add
that the Chennai Super Kings
skipper’s preparations have
begun for the 2020 edition of
the Indian Premier League.

“I will be honest...  I
thought there will be a bit of
rustiness as Dhoni has not
trained for quite some time.
The last time we had spoken,
he had said that he would start
in January and here you go.
He is a man of his words and
it came as no surprise that he
was out there training with the
guys just like any other regu-
lar Jharkhand player. But what
surprised me most was how

he middled almost every ball,
be it in the pacer’s net or the
spinner’s net. He even took
throwdowns just like a player
going through the batting
drills does.

“I haven’t had any talks
with him with regards to the
national team and him don-
ning the India jersey again.
But, his preparations for the
next edition of the IPL has
begun and while the senior
team will be busy playing the
Ranji Trophy game from
Sunday, Dhoni will continue
training till the time he is in
Ranchi,” the coach pointed.

Asked if Dhoni did any-
thing specific in the two day
that he has trained so far,
Kumar said the former skip-
per spent a lot of time talking
to the bowlers.

“He is such a profession-
al and has been going on
spending t ime with the
youngsters, especially the
bowlers. He is discussing the
line and length that they
should target and the ways to
fox the opposition batsmen.
He has been as vocal as can be
expected from a senior play-
er like Dhoni,” Kumar said.
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Andhra Pradesh wicket-
keeper-batsman K S

Bharat was on Friday called in
as back-up for Rishabh Pant,
who was ruled out of India’s
second ODI against Australia
due to a concussion.

The 26-year-old Bharat is
uncapped and has an experi-
ence of 74 first-class  match-
es with 4143 runs. He has a
strike rate of over 100 in
T20s.

“The All-India Senior
Selection Committee has
named K S Bharat as the
back-up wicket-keeper for the
2nd ODI in Rajkot against
Australia” BCCI Secretary Jay
Shah said in a statement.

“With Sanju Samson and
Ishan Kishan being a part of
the India A side in New
Zealand, the selection com-
mittee decided to name K S
Bharat as back-up wicket-
keeper,” he added.

The call was taken after
Pant flew to Bengaluru to
undergo his rehabilitation in
the National Cricket Academy.

The wicket-keeper bats-
man was hit on the helmet
while batting in the first ODI
in Mumbai and was ruled out
of the game in Rajkot on
Friday.

“His recovery is being
monitored and a call on his
availability for the final ODI in
Bengaluru will be taken
accordingly,” the BCCI said. 
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South Africa fast bowler
Kagiso Rabada has been

banned from the series-
deciding final cricket Test
against England.

Rabada was given a one-
Test ban after breaching the
International Cricket Council
code of conduct for his cele-
bration after getting England
captain Joe Root out on the
first day of the ongoing third
test in Port Elizabeth.

Rabada ran through and
celebrated - fists pumping
and screaming - close to
Root after bowling him.

He was found guilty of
"using language, actions or
gestures" which could pro-

voke an aggressive response
from the batsman. The 24-
year-old Rabada was given
one demerit point for the
offense but it's his fourth
demerit in the last two years,
which results in a one-match
ban.

Rabada was charged with
the offense in Port Elizabeth
by match referee Andy
Pycroft. He pleaded guilty
and accepted the punish-
ment.

It’s a major boost for
England's hopes of winning
the four-test series and a
major blow for South
Africa’s. Rabada is the No. 4-
ranked bowler in the world
and South Africa’s spear-
head.
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a stumping and also took two
catches. More importantly, his
keeping down the leg-side was
far better than Rishabh Pant,
who is currently recovering
from concussion.

Earlier, it was Dhawan, who
missed a well-deserved ton by
a whisker but laid a solid plat-
form for the aggressive duo of
skipper Kohli and Rahul to
ensure a commanding total.


