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In a new twist to the ongoing
fracas over the Citizenship

(Amendment) Act or CAA,
Samajwadi Party chief Akhilesh
Yadav and BSP supremo
Mayawati have accepted Home
Minister Amit Shah’s challenge
for debate on the CAA. 

While Akhilesh is prepared
for such an engagement while
keeping economic slowdown
and development as part of the
package, Mayawati said her
party is ready for a debate on
the CAA on any platform.

Meanwhile, AIMIM chief
Asaduddin Owaisi chipped in,
telling Shah, “Daadhi wale se
karo na” (debate with a beard-
ed man).

Addressing
a rally in support of the CAA
in Lucknow on Tuesday, Shah
had dared Opposition leaders
like Mayawati, Congress leader
Rahul Gandhi, Trinamool
Congress chief Mamata
Banerjee and Samajwadi Party
president Akhilesh Yadav to
debate with him on the law on
a “sarvjanik manch” (public
platform).

Picking up the challenge,
Akhilesh said, “I’m ready for
the debate on CAA. Ask them
to fix a place or a forum, with
their favorite channels and
anchors, also for a debate on
development. We Samajwadis
are ready for it. But the BJP
should also debate on the issues
like economic slowdown,
unemployment, poverty and
death of people due to
Government harassment.” 

Accusing the BJP of dis-
criminating on the basis of reli-
gion, Akhilesh said those who
understand the soul of the
country are opposed to the
amended citizenship law. He
also alleged the BJP is playing
with the Constitution as it has 

Continued on Page 4
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The Interpol has urged
member nations to help

locate Nithyananda, the self-
declared godman who fled
India last year amid allegations
of rape and sexual abuse. 

A blue-corner notice that
makes it obligatory for coun-
tries to share information on
any person involved in a crime
has been issued by the Interpol
against Nithyananda at the
behest of the Gujarat Police. 

Last month, Ecuador
denied the presence of the
fugitive “godman” and said it
had rejected his request for asy-
lum. The Embassy of Ecuador
also suggested he had left the
country for Haiti. 

He was charged with kid-
napping and wrongful con-
finement of children to make
them collect donations from
followers to run his ashram.

The Blue Corner Notice
will help the law enforcement
agencies here in collecting
additional information from
the member countries of the
Interpol about the suspect’s
identity, location or activities in
relation to the crime.

The Gujarat Police had
sent a request to the Central
Bureau of Investigation (CBI),

the nodal body for Interpol
matters in India, seeking a
Blue Corner Notice against
Nithyananda, officials said.

Following this, the Interpol
issued the Blue Corner Notice
against Nithyananda. After
securing the Blue Corner
Notice, the Gujarat Police is
working to get Interpol to issue
a Red Corner Notice, a global
arrest warrant, against
Nithyananda, source said.

The Gujarat Police had
registered an FIR against
Nithyananda after two girls
went missing from his ashram
in Ahmedabad last year.

While police continue to
look for him, reports emerged
in December last year that he
has created a “Hindu” nation,
Kailaasa, with its own flag and
political setup, on an island
near Ecuador. 

Continued on Page 4
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Aheavy posse of police have
been deployed at the resi-

dence of Tamil film’s superstar
Rajinikanth following threat of
physical attacks on him by the
Dravida Kazhakam and asso-
ciated parties. 

Rajinikanth’s residence at
Chennai’s Poes Garden has
come under a security blanket
with armed guards of Tamil
Nadu Special Police and plain-
clothesmen from city police
taking positions in vantage
points along the approach road
to Poes Garden.

The posting of policemen
is a fallout of the statement
made by the actor on the 50th
anniversary of Tamil magazine
Tuglaq on last Wednesday
when he pointed out that the
Dravidar Kazkaham, founded
by EV Ramasamy Naicker, had
taken out a procession in 1971
holding placards with nude

pictures of Lord Rama and Maa
Sita which were garlanded with
footwears.

This was a rally against the
superstition prevailing among
the Hindus and Ramasamy
Naicker was a known Hindu
baiter. Leaders of the Dravida
Kazhakam want a public apol-
ogy from Rajinikanth for airing
his views publicly.

But the film actor made it
known on Tuesday that he
stood by what he said during
his speech and there was no

question of him tendering any
apology. All political leaders,
barring those from the BJP,
have come together in con-
demning the superstar.

“Rajinikanth should not
air his views publicly without
learning and understanding
the basics,” said MK Stalin,
president, DMK. 

The AIADMK expressed
displeasure over Rajinikanth’s
words for hurting the senti-
ments of the Dravida cadre. 

Continued on Page 4
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Before orbiting astronauts
on India’s first manned

mission to space in December
2021, the Indian Space
Research Organisation will
send “Vyommitra”, a “lady
robot” in the unmanned
Gaganyaan spacecraft.

The robot was the centre of
attraction at the inaugural ses-
sion of the “Human Spaceflight
and Exploration — Present
Challenges and Future Trends”
here on Wednesday.

Vyommitra, a combina-
tion of two Sanskrit words
Vyoma (Space) and Mitra
(Friend), took everyone by
surprise when she introduced
herself to the audience gathered
there. “Hello everyone. I am
Vyommitra, the prototype of
the half-humanoid, been made
for the first unmanned
Gaganyaan mission,” the robot
said.

Explaining about the role
in the mission, she said, “I can
monitor through module para-
meters, alert you and perform
life support operations. I can
perform activities like switch
panel operations...”

The robot said she can
also be a companion and con-
verse with the astronauts,
recognise them and can also
respond to their queries.

ISRO chairman K Sivan
told reporters the half
humanoid will simulate human

functions in space and also
interact with the environment
control life support system.

“It will be simulating 
exactly the human functions
there (in space). It will check
whether the system is right.
This will be very useful to sim-
ulate, as if a human is flying,”
he added.

The humanoid, which
Sivan said was functioning
well, has the human simulation
system.

Continued on Page 4
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As the stakes are very high
for the BJP and the

Congress to regain grounds in
the Delhi Assembly against
Arvind Kajrwal-led Aam
Aadmi Party (AAP), they too
have listed star campaigners for
the February 8 elections. 

The ruling-AAP has listed
39 star campaigners, including
Arvind Kejriwal, Deputy Chief
Minister Manish Sisodia, Rajya
Sabha member Sanjay Singh,
Gopal Rai, Atishi Marlena and
Raghav Chadha.

The BJP has rolled out big
guns of the party to wrest
Delhi from the AAP — draw-
ing up a list of 40 star cam-
paigners led by Prime Minister
Narendra Modi for the high
decibel Assembly elections.
The BJP, which could win  only
three seats in the 2015

Assembly election, has lined up
a battery of Union Ministers,
Chief Ministers and senior
state leaders to campaign over
the next 20 days.

The list includes star cam-
paigners like Amit Shah, Smriti
Irani, Nitin Gadkari, Rajnath
Singh, Dr Harsh Vardhan, Vijay
Goel and the national president
Jagat Prakash Nadda.

Uttar Pradesh Chief

Minister and the party’s poster
boy Yogi Adityanath will lead
the fight with former Chief
Ministers Shivraj Singh
Chouhan and Arjun Munda.

Most of the campaigners
for the BJP are from outside
Delhi — a gap the ruling party
is expected to exploit. Earlier,
Kejriwal had pointed out that
the BJP is yet to name a Chief
Ministerial candidate. While

that is the BJP’s usual procedure
except in rare cases, the Chief
Minister has poked fun at the
party.

Meanwhile, the Congress
has submitted names of 40
star campaigners to the election
commission for the upcoming
Delhi Assembly polls. Congress
president Sonia Gandhi, former
party chief Rahul Gandhi, gen-
eral secretary Priyanka Gandhi

Vadra former Punjab Minister
Navjot Singh Sidhu and actor-
turned-politician Shatrughan
Sinha are among the star cam-
paigners.

The decision to include
Sidhu and Sinha’s name in the
list of star campaigner is taken
considering large number of
Punjabi and Purvanchali vot-
ers in the national Capital, a

senior party leader said.
Former Prime Minister

Manmohan Singh as well as
Chief Ministers of Congress-
ruled States Capt Amarinder
Singh (Punjab), Ashok Gehlot
(Rajasthan), Kamal Nath
(Madhya Pradesh), Bhupesh
Baghel (Chhattisgarh) and V
Narayanasamy (Puducherry)
also figured in the list. 

Former Chief Ministers
Harish Rawat and Bhupinder
Singh Hooda, Rajasthan
Deputy Chief Minister Sachin
Pilot, general secretary
Jyotiraditya Scindia, senior
leaders Kapil Sibal and Ghulam
Nabi Azad, are also among the
star campaigners. 

The other campaigners for
the AAP in the list are Bhagwat
Mann, Pankaj Kumar Gupta,
Durgesh Pathak, ND Gupta,
Sushil Kumar Gupta, Rajender
Pal Gautam, Imran Hussain,
Baljinder Kaur, Dilip Pandey,
Preeti Sharma Menon, Saurabh
Bharadwaj, Amantullah Khan,
Satyender Jain, Dr Ajay Kumar,
Kailash Gehlot, Rakhi Birla,
Vishal Dadlani, Prithvi Reddy,
Aman Arora, Shoaib Iqbal,
Abdul Rehman, Sanjay Bhagat,
Rekha Rani, and Somnath
Bharti. 

Continued on Page 4
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In the wake of delaying tac-
tics adopted by the death-

row convicts in the Nirbhaya
gangrape and murder case,
Union Home Ministry on
Wednesday approached the
Supreme Court for amending
the 2014 guidelines regarding
the timeline for the execution,
filing of review and curative
petitions and mercy petitions.

Asserting that the need of
the hour is to lay down guide-
lines in the interest of the vic-
tims rather than keeping the
rights of the convicts in mind,
the Centre wants the SC to fix
a deadline of seven days for the
execution of death penalty of
condemned prisoners after
issuance of the death warrant.

The affidavit filed by the
Government also sought clar-
ifications with regard to cases
involving multiple convicts
who time their petitions in
such a way that the execution
of the death warrant could be
delayed indefinitely. The
Nirbhaya case is perfect exam-
ple of such delaying tactics.

The MHA’s plea sought a
direction from the top court in

fixing the deadline for filing of
curative pleas after the rejec-
tion of review petitions.

It also sought a direction
that “if the convict of death
sentence wants to file mercy
petition, it would be manda-
tory for a convict of death sen-
tence to do so only within a
period of seven days from the
date of receipt of death warrant
issued by the competent court”. 

The MHA submitted that
the top court should “mandate
all the competent courts, State
Governments, prison author-
ities in the country to issue
death warrant of a convict
within seven days of the rejec-
tion of his mercy petition and
to execute death sentence
within seven days thereafter
irrespective of the stage of
review petition/curative peti-
tion/mercy petition of his co-
convicts”.

Continued on Page 4
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The Supreme Court on
Wednesday issued notice to

the Centre on pleas challeng-
ing the constitutional validity
of the Citizenship
(Amendment) Act saying it will
not issue any order to stay the
Act without hearing the
Government’s argument. The
court gave the Government
four weeks to respond. A five-
judge Constitution Bench will

hear the matter.
A Bench headed by Chief

Justice SA Bobde restrained all
high courts from hearing pleas
on the CAA till it decides in the
matter. As many as 143 peti-
tioners have approached the SC
on CAA questioning its con-
stitutional validity.

The Bench, also compris-
ing Justices S Abdul Nazeer and
Sanjiv Khanna, said it will hear
the petitions related to Assam
and Tripura separately as the

problem with the CAA in these
two States is different from rest
of the country.

Senior advocate Kapil
Sibal, appearing for some peti-
tioners, said the issue be
referred to a Constitution
Bench and the NPR exercise
be postponed by a couple of
months. He also urged the
Bench to put on hold the
operationalisation of the CAA.

Asserting that it will not
pass any ex-parte order with-
out hearing the Centre on
staying the operation of the
CAA and exercise of the
National Population Register
(NPR), the court said it will
pass order on granting any
interim relief to petitioner
opposing the CAA after four
weeks.

The petitions concerning
Tripura and Assam as well as
the matters related to Uttar
Pradesh, which is going ahead
with the implementation of the
CAA without framing any
rules, can be dealt with sepa-
rately, the Bench said. It said
the earlier cutoff date for cit-
izenship in Assam was March
24, 1971 and noted that it has
been extended till December
31, 2014 under the CAA.

The SC said it will decide
in-chamber the modalities of
hearing the batch of petitions
on the CAA and may fix them
for day-to-day hearing after
four weeks.

Attorney General KK
Venugopal, appearing for the
Centre, told the Bench the
Government has been given

copies of around 60 pleas out
of the 143 petitions. He said it
wanted time to respond to all
the pleas.

Several petitions have
been filed challenging the
constitutional validity of the
CAA. Among those who have
filed pleas are the Indian
Union Muslim League
(IUML), Congress leader
Jairam Ramesh, RJD leader
Manoj Jha, Trinamool
Congress MP Mahua Moitra
and AIMIM leader Asaduddin
Owaisi.

The IUML said in its plea
that the CAA violates the fun-
damental Right to Equality
and intends to grant citizen-
ship to a section of illegal
immigrants by making an
exclusion on the basis of reli-

gion. The petition had alleged
that the Government’s CAA
was against the basic structure
of the Constitution and
intended to explicitly dis-
criminate against Muslims as
the Act extended benefits only
to Hindus, Sikhs, Buddhists,
Jains, Parsis and Christians.

The plea filed by Ramesh
said the Act is a “brazen
attack” on core fundamental
rights envisaged under the
Constitution and treats “equals
as unequal”.

The other petitioners
include the Jamiat Ulama-i-
Hind, the All Assam Students
Union (AASU), the Peace
Party, the CPI, NGOs Rihai
Manch and Citizens Against
Hate, advocate M L Sharma,
and law students. 
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Kanpur (PTI): Uttar Pradesh
Chief Minister Yogi Adityanath
on Wednesday targeted the
women-led protests against the
amended Citizenship Act, alleg-
ing that while the men are
sleeping under the quilt at the
comfort of their homes, they
have pushed their women and
children forward to stage sit-ins.

Addressing a rally in sup-
port of the CAA in Saket Nagar
here, Adityanath said, “Now
these people (anti-CAA pro-
testers) do not have courage to
participate in the protests them-
selves. They know that if they
indulge in vandalism, their prop-
erty will be seized.”

Anti-CAA
protests led by
women have
been reported
from different
parts of the
country with the
one at Delhi’s
Shaheen Bagh

occupying the centre stage.
“Now what have they done?

They started making the women
of their houses sit at roads. The
children have been made to sit
also. It’s such a big crime that the
men are sleeping under the
quilt, while the women folks
have been pushed forward and
made to sit at various roads. It

is shameful,” alleged the chief
minister, who had earlier
warned protesters indulging in
vandalism in his state that their
properties would be seized and
auctioned to compensate for the
damages.   

On Wednesday, he also
slammed the Congress, the
Samajwadi Party and Left par-
ties accusing them of doing
politics at the cost of the nation.

“The tactic of pushing the
women forward is being resort-
ed to. Those who do not know
what the CAA is are staging sit-
ins,” he alleged. “If you go and
ask anyone as to why are they 

Continued on Page 4
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The Liquor Sellers’ Welfare
Association (UP) criticised

the new excise policy (2020-
21), saying that it would
adversely affect their business
across the state.

LSWA leader Kanhaiya Lal
Maurya said that the new pol-
icy did not address their
demand to increase time of sale
of liquor.

“We had made representa-
tion on a number of occasions
in the past to put forward our
demand to increase the sale
timing. Senior officials and
the excise minister had
promised to do so but it has not
been done,” he said.

Maurya also criticised the
government policy to not allot
more than two shops to a busi-
nessman. “Earlier, there was
such provision at the district
level and it was feasible. This
way the government has limit-
ed the prospect of those inter-
ested in liquor business,” he
said.

Maurya said the govern-
ment had increased excise duty

by 4 per cent in the sale of desi
liquor and thereby slashed the
profit of the licencees to anoth-
er low. 

Maurya said that the new
policy would force a licencee to

take stock for IMFL and beer,
failing which he would face
cancellation of allotment and
penalty for failing to meet the
quota. 

“This will make the busi-

ness difficult as the seller hard-
ly has any business through
push sale,” he pointed out.

The LSWA leader further
said that all fees like fee for
renewal, fee for licence and
excise duty had been increased
which would cut into the prof-
its of a licencee. 

“The rate of a pint of desi
liquor has also been increased
by Rs 5 in the new policy,” he
said.

On Wednesday, members
of Liquor Sellers Welfare
Association held a meeting to
discuss their future strategy on
the issue. 

“Liquor sellers are already
passing through an adverse
phase in business due to strict-
ness and police raids at model
and liquor shops. The sale is
not as high it used to be
earlier. Under these condi-
tions, the news excise policy
will prove to be the final nail in
the coffin for liquor sellers,”
Maurya said.

A delegation of the LSWA
will meet the excise minister
soon and submit its demand
seeking relaxations.
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Ignoring Bahujan Samaj Party
chief Mayawati’s barbs

against her for not visiting
Kota in Rajasthan after the
death of over 100 infants a fort-
night back, Congress general
secretary, Priyanka Gandhi
Vadra returned the fire to the
former chief minister of Uttar
Pradesh.

“Union Home Minister is
challenging a leader for debate
on CAA who had not even
stepped out of her house for
election campaign to fight for
her party,” tweeted Priyanka
without naming Mayawati. 

The Congress leader also
replied to Mayawati over her
(Vadra’s) silence on the deaths
of infants in Rajasthan. 

“The challenge was given
to a party leader who raises
issues of other states and took
least interest towards prob-
lems in her own,” she tweeted,
indirectly targeting Mayawati
for showing concern over
deaths in Rajasthan but being
silent over lawlessness, rising
prices, unemployment, prob-
lems of farmers etc in Uttar
Pradesh.  

Interestingly, minutes
before Priyanka’s tweet, the
BSP chief, through a tweet,
accepted the challenge of
Union Home Minister Amit
Shah for a public debate over
the Citizenship (Amendment)
Act. 

Shah had thrown the chal-

lenge to leaders of all parties,
including the BSP, for a
debate on the CAA on any
public platform while address-
ing a pro-CAA rally in
Lucknow. 

Last month, Mayawati had
flayed Priyanka for her double
standards, saying that while
Congress leaders were visiting
families of CAA protesters in
UP, they were not visiting Kota
where over 110 infants died in
a short time. 

Mayawati also said that
the top leader (Priyanka), who
was in Rajasthan to attend a
function, could have taken
some time out to go and meet
the family members of Kota

victims. 
Meanwhile on Wednesday,

Congress chief Sonia Gandhi
arrived in her parliamentary
constituency Rae Bareli for a
two-day visit to participate in
the ongoing training camp of
Congress workers led by
Priyanka Gandhi Vadra. 

Sonia and Priyanka arrived
at Fursatganj airport on
Wednesday afternoon and
drove straight to Unchahar to
meet the family of former
MLA Ajay Pal, whose son died
recently. 

After expressing condo-
lences to the family, their
motorcade headed to
Bhueymau guest house where
the training camp is currently
underway. Congress district
and city unit chiefs of east UP
are undergoing training at the
camp. 

Wednesday was the third
day of the training camp and
beside district and city chiefs,
office-bearers of newly formed
UP Congress Committee also
participated in the camp. 

The camp was also attend-
ed by UP Congress chief Ajay
Kumar ‘Lallu’,  Congress
Legislative Party leaders in
state Assembly and Council,
Aradhana Mishra ‘Mona’ and
Deepak Singh respectively, vet-
eran leader Pramod Tewari
and others.  

The camp will conclude on
Thursday after which both
Sonia and Priyanka will return
to New Delhi.
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With the announcement of
a sky-high Ram temple at

Ayodhya in the next three
months by Union Home
Minister Amit Shah in Lucknow
on Tuesday, the shape of Ram
temple trust is likely to be
announced by January-end. 

The Supreme Court, while

giving its verdict in favour of
Ram temple on November 9,
2019, had asked the Central
government to set up a trust in
three months for the construc-
tion of Ram temple at Ayodhya
and the deadline is ending on
February 9.

Sources in Vishwa Hindu
Parishad said the Union Home
Ministry had finalised the pro-

cedure of the trust for Ram
temple and an announcement
would be made within this
month. 

Though it was not dis-
closed who would be the mem-
bers of the trust, sources said
that a         couple of senior saints
involved in the Ram temple
movement could be accom-
modated in               it. 

The sources said that the
VHP favoured Ram
Janmabhoomi Nyas chairman
Mahant Nritya Gopal Das as
chairman of the proposed
trust which would have 11
members. 

Those likely to be included
in the trust include several
senior saints, besides Prime
Minister Narendra Modi, Union

Home Minister Amit Shah, UP
Governor Anandiben Patel and
Chief Minister Yogi Adityanath
along with the district magis-
trate of Ayodhya. 

Sadhus and saints have
already announced that the
foundation stone of Ram tem-
ple would be laid during the
coming Ram Navami festival in
April. 
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ABorder Security Force
(BSF) jawan was shot dead

in mysterious circumstances
in Meerut while a middle-aged
man was battered to death by
a kin over a land-related dispute
in Bhadohi.

In Meerut, BSF jawan
Sanjeev of Durveshpur area of
Parikshitgarh (Meerut) had
come to his native village for a
week from his place of posting
in Tripura last Monday. 

On Tuesday evening, he
along with his second wife
Geetanjali went to his kin’s
house in Narangpur. While
returning, they stopped in the
fields outside their village to
pluck fresh gram leaves (chaney
ke saag). However, an unknown
youth approached them and
had a tiff with Sanjeev over
plucking of saag. 

Geetanjali told the police
that during the argument, the
youth whipped out a country-
made pistol and fired at Sanjeev,
killing him on the spot. 

The villagers later rushed

Sanjeev to a hospital where he
was pronounced dead upon
arrival.

Sanjeev’s family members
suspected foul play in the nar-
rative of Geetanjali. They told
the police that Sanjeev’s first
wife died a few years back and
last year he had married
Geetanjali. 

The police sent the body
for autopsy, registered a case
and were verifying facts as put
forward by Geetanjali. 

Meanwhile in Bhadohi,
Mahaveer Prajapati (50) was
beaten to death by his nephews
over a land dispute in Lalipur
village on Wednesday. 

The assailants, Shankar and
Shiv Shankar, used hockey
sticks to carry out the attack.  

The body of the victim was
sent for autopsy. 

A case was registered and
a search was on to nab the
assailants. 

Meanwhile, in a sensation-
al incident in Sitapur, a 32-year-
old woman was injured after
her neighbours threw acid on
her after an argument, on
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Uttar Pradesh government
has acquired nearly 3,500

acres of land for its flagship
defence manufacturing corri-
dor project that is estimated to
attract public and private sec-
tor investments to the tune of
Rs 20,000 crore.

“While we have already
acquired 3,500 acres land
near Jhansi for the proposed
defence manufacturing corri-
dor, similar steps are in the
pipeline at other places,” UP’s
Industrial Development
Minister Satish Mahana said on
Wednesday. 

In the recent past, the Yogi
Adityanath government has
speeded up the process for
acquiring land for the defence
corridor as UP will be
hosting the 11th National
Defence Expo in Lucknow

between February 5 and 8 this
year.

Top defence manufacturers
from the USA, Russia,
Australia, Israel, Germany a
nd other countries are
expected to participate in the
event, which is being
organised in the state capital on
the initiative of Defence
Minister and local MP Rajnath
Singh. 

During his recent visit to
Lucknow, Singh had said that
this edition of Defence Expo
would be the largest in terms of
exhibition area and number of
national and international par-
ticipants, apart from the value
of Memorandum of
Understandings (MoU) expect-
ed to be signed.

On February 15, 2019,
Prime Minister Narendra Modi
had laid the foundation of the
Defence Corridor in Jhansi

district and announced the
setting up of Defence Corridor
at the inauguration ceremony
of UP Investors’ Summit in
Lucknow on 21 February,
2018. 

The defence manufactur-
ing corridor is expected to
create about 2,50,000 new job
opportunities.

India is the world’s largest
military hardware importer
and among top military
spenders. 

For meeting modernisa-
tion needs of he Armed forces,
India will acquire equipment
worth US $250 billion by
2027. 

However, the current deliv-
ery capacity of domestic
defence sector is merely US
$75-80 billion annually, indicat-
ing huge potential for indige-
nous industry.

On November 27, 2019, a

five-member delegation led by
Director of the UK-based
Defence and Security
Organisation (DSO) in the
Department for International
Trade (DIT), Mark Goldsack,
had visited Lucknow and
evinced interest to invest in UP
Defence Corridor, which spans
six nodes at Aligarh, Agra,
Jhansi, Kanpur, Lucknow and
Chitrakoot.

Meanwhile, Mahana inau-
gurated Manthan’’, a two-day
brainstorming and leadership
development programme for
UP’s top bureaucrats, being
held in association with Indian
Institute of Management,
Lucknow. 

The minister noted that in
view of the state targeting to
become a 1-trillion dollar econ-
omy by 2024, it was imperative
for UP to spur industrial devel-
opment.
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Wednesday. 

Anita, who suffered minor
injuries, was sent home after
medical aid at the district hos-

pital. 
A case was registered

against four people, who are
absconding.

34'55��������������6�����
��������������������-�7��

������������������ ��!�����"#$��%�

&#'��()%�)��#*�����)(���("$����*���+%�,)�*)�%-��.

1������������������������7���

� �!��"���
��#���������
�
�
���"$��
�

�����
�����!�
#����
#��
�
�����
��
��"����

���������!�����
��"��%&����
�

������������!�
������"�������
!��#�
"�����

�
�
$����!��
�
�$����
��'

'	�	 �	��
$	���
�����
)������
0	�	�
	����
����
�	���
��	���
�	�
���	��
��
1	����	�
/���	
	�
1	����	�
/���	
$	��
��
2������
��
#�����	�


















$������



�����(������������������ ��� ������ !"#�!$!$

����� 4�)2"5�

The enquiry committee set
up by Lucknow

Development Authority to
probe violation of building
rules and regulations on
Wednesday submitted an
adverse report against a private
developer.

The Real Estate Regulatory
Authority (RERA) had
asked the Lucknow
Development Authority (LDA)
last month to thoroughly probe
into the anomalies in con-
struction of apartments and
submit its finding within a
month along with the action to
be taken.

It is alleged that the private
developer was awarded con-
tract five years back to design
and construct five apartments
having 514 flats in Gomti
Nagar Extension.

It is said that only 65 per
cent work on these housing
towers has been completed
while the remaining flats are in

still unfinished. 
At present, over 150 per-

sons are living in the apart-
ment.

It may be pointed out here
that handing over possession of
flats without completing the
project and obtaining comple-
tion certification by the com-
petent authority is gross viola-
tion of the building rules and
regulation.

Residents Welfare
Association president Shyam
Dalmia has filed a complaint to
the RERA officials, alleging
that some areas of the swim-
ming pool, parking and com-
munity hall have either been
sold to some individual or
retained by the builder for
vested interests.

It has been alleged that the
size of the swimming pool, as
given in the blue print
approved by the LDA, has
been reduced by 20 per cent.
Similarly, the land meant for
parking has also been reduced
by 15 per cent by constructing

an office of the builder on it.
The length of the community
hall has also been reduced.

Interestingly, the private
developer has increased the
number of houses for the eco-
nomically weaker sections
(EWS). As per rules and regu-
lations, the numbers of hous-
ing units built under this cat-
egory cannot be reduced or
increased without the permis-
sion of the competent author-
ity.

On coming to know about
this, then LDA Vice Chairman
PN Singh had ordered a probe
by LDA chief engineer IS
Singh. He along with four
members of the committee
carried out inspections and
found the allegation to be
true.

The chief engineer submit-
ted his findings to LAD Vice
Chairman SK Dwivedi on
Wednesday morning,

Dwivedi has forwarded
the enquiry report to the
RERA.
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The Indian Institute of
Management at Indore will

be working on 5Es to help
Lucknow civic authorities for
the management of waste and
for keeping the city clean.

The IIM-Indore has signed
a memorandum of understand-
ing with the Smart City project
headed by Divisional
Commissioner Mukesh
Meshram to provide technical
assistance in these areas.

IIM-Indore Director
Himanshu Rai is a Lucknowite
and has been a professor at
IIM-Lucknow. He said they
would focus on 5Es — educa-
tion, enforcement, environ-
ment, engineering and emer-
gency — for improving waste
management in the city and
keeping the city clean.

“We will be focusing on
5Es while chalking out a strat-
egy for cleanliness. One of the
things that we learnt through
our experience at Indore is that
public participation and pub-
lic support is extremely impor-
tant. The public needs to be
educated if the 5E strategy is to

be successful,” he said.
Prof Rai said that enforce-

ment was of two kinds. “One is
the straight carrot and stick
policy and the other is that we
can find the areas where there
is a lot of garbage such as hos-
pitals which can be monitored
through CCTV cameras.  

In such places, a strategy
can be followed that if a man
litters then a voice from the
CCTV camera announces that
this man wearing this coloured
shirt has littered and that he
needs to throw the litter in the
dustbin otherwise he will be
fined as his image has been
captured in the cameras’” he
said.

The IIM-Indore director
said for keeping the environ-
ment clean, what is more
important is the disposal of the
garbage. 

“More important is dispos-
al of waste than the collection
of waste. For cleanliness, it is
important that there are no
traffic jams because not only
does it cause vehicular pollu-
tion but also the people have
the tendency to throw a lot of
stuff at the roads when caught
in the traffic jam. For this we

will have to study the structures
found in the city. We may sug-
gest removal of some round-
abouts. Sometimes round-
abouts are constructed in such
a manner that they restrict traf-
fic movement. This has to be
looked into. “We will also look
into the golden hour rules and
study how a road can be creat-
ed for use in emergency or how
traffic lights can be used for
guiding a patient through the
roads if they receive a message
that someone has to be taken
to the  critical care unit” he said.

When asked whether he
believed that the system would
work because manpower was
mostly unwilling to work and
these kinds of efforts had been
made in the past, he said, 

“We will develop an
engagement model with the
resident welfare associations
because it is important to
engage people. One also needs
to come up with incentives like
reward. But change is not going
to happen overnight” he said.

The IIM-Indore director
admitted that there was a gen-
eral lethargy so far work culture
was concerned and it needs to
be changed. “
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Lucknow Electricity Supply
Administration (LESA) has

launched a drive against theft of elec-
tricity at night hours in the entire city.
According to the LESA Chief Engineer
(Trans Gomti), in the three-day drive,
the power distribution utility has
lodged over 180 FIRs and saved over
1,000 kWatt electricity.

LESA Chief Engineer (Trans
Gomti) Pramod Kakkar said the anti-
power pilferage drive had been
launched in areas where line losses were
very high and in areas where the peo-
ple were inclined to use ‘katia’ during
night hours. 

“We have caught more than a
hundred people in the last two days,”
he added. 

The areas which are most prone to
power pilferage during night hours are
Daliganj, Faizulluganj, Khadra and
some parts of Chinhat.

Kakkar said that those caught were
drawing electricity through ‘katia’ from
night to 8 in the morning. 

“We have sought the help of the
police and have formed six teams to
catch the power-pilferers. The teams are
checking houses in lanes. They first
rake the photograph of the illegal con-
nection (katia) and then take the
required action,” he said. 

He said the electricity demand had
slightly increased. “The demand has
increased by 15 per cent compared to
40 per cent in winters and we can eas-
ily manage it,” he said.
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ALLB third year student
ended his life at his house

in Chinhat sometimes on
Tuesday night. The incident
came to light in the morning
when the student’s father
reached the house and found
his son hanging from the ceil-
ing..

As per reports, Prakampan
Pranjal Prajapati of Ghazipur
district was pursuing law
course from a private college in
Lucknow and was staying at a
house on rent in Yashoda
Nagar Colony in Chinhat. 

The father, Vasishtha
Narayan Prajapati, said he
called Pranjal around 3 pm on
Tuesday but did not get any
response from him. 

This made Vasishtha
apprehensive as Pranjal was
suffering from some mental
disease.

“I rushed to Lucknow and
reached the city on Wednesday.
I found the doors of Pranjal’s
room bolted from inside
and on peeping inside through
the window, I hound him
hanging from ceiling,” he told
police.

Police said Pranjal was
hanging from the ceiling with
a ‘gamchha’ tied around his
neck. 

The police sent the body
for autopsy and are investigat-
ing the case.
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In a tragic incident, a 55-year-
old man working on a saw

machine died after he got
entangle in the machine and
suffered cuts in Naka Hindola
on Wednesday afternoon. 

He died on the spot.
As per reports, Ram Sumer

Gupta of Newaj Kheda in Naka
was working in the saw mill of
a timber dealer. Around 2:45

pm, Gupta fell down on the
machine while pushing a log
and suffered deep cuts on his
head and other parts of the
body.

By the time the other
employees switched off the
saw machine, Gupta had bled
profusely. The other employees
of the saw mill rushed him to
a hospital but he died on the
way.

“The doctors pronounced

him dead on arrival,” Gupta’s
son Ritik said.

AK Dubey, who is investi-
gating the case, said,” Gupta’s
limbs were chopped off after he
got entangled in the machine.”

He said the police conduct-
ed an inquest and sent the body
for autopsy.

The SHO of Naka said
Gupta was frail and weak. “It is
an unfortunate incident. The
man met a fatal mishap,” he

said. The employees became
agitated as the news of Gupta’s
death spread.

“He was very helpful and
used to help us even though his
physical strength did not allow
it,” they said. 

They lamented that they
had to work in very poor con-
dition and without being given
rest. “Also, there is negligible
protection while working,” they
added.       

Lucknow (PNS): A woman accused
three youths of her village of attacking her
with a knife after she resisted eve teasing
by them in Gudamba. The police howev-
er said the woman was framing the youths
to settle old scores. “Still we have registered
a case and are investigating it,” the police
said. As per the complainant, she was going
to her new house from her old house when
the youths stopped her on the way at a
secluded place and started groping her.
“When I protested their act, one of them
whipped out a knife and attacked me. I
tried to save myself and suffered a cut on
my head. The miscreants fled the scene
after this,” she alleged. Inspector of
Gudamba, Ritesh Pratap Singh, said, “The
accused youths have old enmity with the

girl’s family and their parent had lodged a
report of brawl and assault against the girl’s
father and her brother. In the light of these
things, it seems that the girl wants to frame
the youths. Still we are probing the allega-
tions and action will be taken if the alle-
gations turn out to be true,” he said.
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A 21-year-old woman was feared

dead after she jumped into the Indira
canal in Gossaiganj on Wednesday morn-
ing.  The divers are searching her.  The
police recovered her shawl, which was
identified by the parents. The police sus-
pect domestic discord as the reason for the
woman taking the extreme step.

Giving details, Gossaiganj SHO DK

Upadhayay said the woman, identified as
Ruchi Singh of Barabanki, was married to
Sanjay Singh of Sithauli Kala in Gossaiganj
in June 2019. Around 7 am on Wednesday,
she left her house after a verbal spat with
Sanjay over some issue and told her moth-
er on phone that she was going to end her
life by jumping into Indira canal. 
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Two unidentified miscreants riding a

motorcycle snatched the purse of the wife
of a retired police inspector in Vikas
Nagar on Wednesday afternoon. Reports
said Vijat Saba Naqvi of Vikas Nagar along
with her daughter was returning home by
an e-rickshaw when she the miscreants
snatched her purse. 
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U.P. RAJYA VIDYUT
UTPADAN NIGAM
LIMITED- OBRA
THERMAL POWER
STATION, OBRA-

SONEBHADRA "TIME EXTEN-
SION" TENDER ID :
2019_RVUNL_403974_1 This
office tender no. T-09/O&MMC-
V/BMD/BTPS/2019-20 for the
Work of "Annual running
maintenance of Main Boiler for
unit no. 12 & 13, (2x200MW)
BTPS,  Obra", is hereby extend-
ed as below:- Last Date and
Time for Submission of E-Bids
(Technical and Financial) at E-
procurement website: http://
etender.up.nic.in : 29.01.2020 up
to 17:00 hrs. Last Date and Time
for Submission of Hardcopy of :
Requisite Documents in the
Office of Undersigned :
30.01.2020 up to 17:00 hrs.
Date and Time of Opening of E-
Bids (part-I): 31.01.2020 at
(16:00 hrs.)  All other terms &
conditions of the tender shall
remain unchanged. 
"TIME EXTENSION" TENDER
ID : 2019_RVUNL_404135_1
This off ice tender no. T-
30/O&MMC-V/BMD/BTPS/2019-
20 for the Work of " Cleaning
of Oil Gun and Routine check-
ing of Boler of 2x200MW
BTPS,  Obra", is hereby extend-
ed as below:- Last Date and
Time for Submission of E-Bids
(Technical and Financial) at E-
procurement website: http://
etender.up.nic.in : 29.01.2020 up
to 17:00 hrs. Last Date and Time
for Submission of Hardcopy of :
Requisite Documents in the
Office of Undersigned :
30.01.2020 up to 17:00 hrs.
Date and Time of Opening of E-
Bids (part-I): 31.01.2020 at
(16:00 hrs.)  All other terms &
conditions of the tender shall
remain unchanged. SUPERIN-
TENDING ENGINEER
O&MMC-V, BTPS, OBRA No.
24 Date 22.01.2020 SAVE
ELECTRICITY IN THE
INTEREST OF NATION 

U.P. RAJYA VIDYUT
UTPADAN NIGAM
LIMITED OBRA
THERMAL POWER
STATION, OBRA-

SONEBHADRA "TIME EXTEN-
SION" TENDER ID :
2019_RVUNL_403578_1 This
office tender no. T-28/O&MMC-
V/BMD/BTPS/2019-20 for the
Work of "Work of Boiler
Pressure part during boiler
breakdown maintenance of
unit no. 12 & 13, 2x200MW
BTPS,  Obra", is hereby extend-
ed as below:- Last Date and
Time for Submission of E-Bids
(Technical and Financial) at E-
procurement website: http://
etender.up.nic.in : 29.01.2020 up
to 17:00 hrs. Last Date and Time
for Submission of Hardcopy of :
Requisite Documents in the
Office of Undersigned :
30.01.2020 up to 17:00 hrs.
Date and Time of Opening of E-
Bids (part-I): 31.01.2020 at
(16:00 hrs.)  All other terms &
conditions of the tender shall
remain unchanged. SUPERIN-
TENDING ENGINEER
O&MMC-V, BTPS, OBRA No.
25 Date 22.01.2020 SAVE
ELECTRICITY IN THE
INTEREST OF NATION 
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Ateam of Anti-Corruption
Organisation (ACO)

nabbed a Lucknow Municipal
Corporation supervisor while
taking a bribe of Rs 8,000 from
a safai karmachari on
Wednesday.

The accused, identified as
Ashish Kumar Valmiki, is post-
ed in Zone II of LMC at
Rajendra Nagar in Naka police
area. 

As per reports, a safai
worker, Kailash of Sweepers’
Colony in Aishbagh, had com-
plained to the ACO that Valmiki
was demanding Rs 8,000 as
bribe to show him present on
duty when he was absent from

work. 
Kailash said he had taken

leave for some reasons and had
requested Valmiki not to deduct
his wages. 

“Instead of considering my
plea he demanded bribe for the
favour and I complained to the
ACO,” Kailash said.

Incharge of the team,
Deputy Superintendent of
Police, Upendra Kumar Yadav
said Kailash was asked to remain
in touch with Valmiki and call
him outside the LMC office in
Rajendra Nagar to take the cash. 

“However, our team caught
him red-handed after he took
the cash from Kailash,” he said. 

A case was registered in
this connection.
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Lamp Lighting ceremony of the 6th batch of BSc Nursing
students of College of Nursing, Command hospital (CC)
Lucknow was solemnised on Wednesday at Maj Laishram
Jyotin Singh auditorium. The ceremony symbolises the com-
mencement of the journey of a young nursing cadet into the
nursing profession through their academic pursuance, ded-
ication, perseverance and clinical practice for duration of four
years. Commandant, Command Hospital Maj Gen Ramesh
Kaushik was the chief guest of the event.
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LPCPS blanked Afghanistan 2-0 on the second day of
the Lucknow Public College annual fest Xenium. In the cul-
tural events,  western dance, qawwalli, mime, ad-mad show,
poetry writing, blind coding were held. BBAU registrar S
Victor Babu and dietician Smita Singh graced the occasion.
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Uttar Pradesh’s Minister Law
Brajesh Pathak and Mayor

Sanyukta Bhatia launched a
unique environment calendar
at the UP Press Club on
Wednesday in a programme
jointly organised by Saral Care
Foundation and UP Working
Journalists Union.

Speaking on the occasion,
Pathak said that cleanliness
could be maintained in the city
only if the person who threw
garbage also picked it up. 

“We will see to it that peo-
ple don’t litter garbage” he
said.

Bhatia said that in foreign
countries, cleanliness was
maintained because people
were fined for throwing
garbage. 

“We are also planning to
monitor littering of garbage
through smart cameras at
crossings of the city,” she said.

The brain behind the ini-
tiative, Rita Singh, who heads
the Saral Care Foundation,
said her foundation was bring-
ing out environment calen-
dars for the past three years.

“To my knowledge, this is
a unique endeavour and we
have not seen anyone working
on the lines of making environ-
ment calendars,” she said. 

Singh said that this year
they had highlighted pictures
of women raising environment

slogans so that women were
also associated with spreading
awareness on the issue.

The Saral Care Foundation
head said they started off with
this effort because most of the
organisations that were work-
ing in the field of environment
were only carrying out planta-
tions, although there were
many aspects to environment
which also needed to be

addressed.
“We carried out research

and found that globally there
were more than 60 dates on
which something related to
environment was celebrated.
Out of these we found over 24-
26 dates had an Indian connect.
These include the World
Wetland Day, Soil Day,
Mountain Day etc,” she said.

Singh said that they had

not only brought out the calen-
dar but were also organising
some activities and seminars
on the day concerned. 

“If it is a Mountain Day, we
hold discussions on moun-
tains because many people do
not know that mountains are
also facing pollution,” she said.

Singh said that they were
improvising the calendar with
each passing year.
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Lucknow University Vice
Chancellor Alok Kumar Rai asked

students to not just air their griev-
ances but also come up with solutions
to existing problems. 

Addressing a gathering of more
than 300 post-graduate students on
Wednesday, Prof Rai said that only
with a solution driven mindset and
a positive orientation a university as
a community could excel and achieve
its true potential.

The vice chancellor proposed that

the dean of students’ welfare could
start a campaign on the lines of “My
Identity, My University” to develop a
sense of belonging among the stu-
dents. Prof Rai said that as part of his
participatory management policy
initiative, all committees that had
been set up under his supervision had
student representatives. 

He even asked the dean of stu-
dents’ welfare to make a student,
Ananya Tripathi, who had earlier

raised the issue of lack of library facil-
ities, a member of the library com-
mittee so that she too could be a part
of the solution.  He reiterated that stu-
dents must come forward to be a part
of management. 

“Students must come for their
classes regularly, if possible adopt an
undergraduate student and be his/her
mentor, and be proactive in perspec-
tive towards the university,” he added. 

The Vice Chancellor told the stu-

dents about his plans regarding stu-
dent welfare, beginning with a better
examination process wherein post-
graduate students would answer ana-
lytical questions testing their critical
thinking. 

He also said that the administra-
tion was in talks with the Postal
department to devise a system where-
in laminated marksheets of students
could be delivered to their home
addresses directly as soon as results

were declared. 
He also spoke of establishing an

automated exam related grievance
handling cell with a fixed turn-
around time and redressal ensured. 

He also spoke about starting a
central placement cell and proposal
to start departmental placement cells
that would closely work with the
alumni associations within each
department.  He also proposed start-
ing an entrepreneurship cell and an
innovation centre targeting the
biggest worry of today’s youth —
unemployment. 

��������
Central Institute of

Subtropical Horticulture is
organising a workshop on
hydroponics and soilless
culture. Director CISH
Shailedra Rajan said that the
craze for soilless culture
and hydroponics is increasing
day by day among urban
folk.  He said that one can see
the demonstration of several
models of hydroponics and soil-
less culture and the workshop
will be highly beneficial for
students, scientists, hobbyists
and entrepreneurs. He pointed
out that the craze for the chem-
ical free and fresh vegetables is
increasing day by day.
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majority in the Lok Sabha.

“I am glad that women have
taken the lead and youth are protest-
ing in large numbers,” Akhilesh said
after garlanding a statue of SP leader
Janeshwar Mishra at a park here on his
death anniversary.

BSP chief Mayawati, who along
with Akhilesh, had skipped the
Opposition meeting in Delhi to
oppose the CAA, on Wednesday said
her party is ready for a debate on the
CAA on any platform. 

“The BSP is ready to accept the
challenge thrown by the Central
Government, which is troubled by the
organised struggle and agitation all
over the country against the most con-
troversial CAA/NRC/NPR, especial-
ly by the youth and women, for a
debate on the issue on any platform
and anywhere,” Mayawati said in a
tweet in Hindi.

Mayawati had obviously come
under pressure to take an aggressive
stance against the CAA after another
Dalit leader Chandrasekhar Azad
occupied centre stage in Delhi in
mobilising protest against the CAA.

Meanwhile, asserting that
Mahatma Gandhi and BR Ambedkar
were against discrimination, the SP
chief accused the BJP of practising dis-
crimination on the basis of religion.
“Every Indian is against it. Will they
(the BJP) kill the soul of the country
and create fissures in society for
votes,” he said.

Accusing Uttar Pradesh Chief
Minister Yogi Adityanath of using
words like “thok diya jayega” in his
speeches, he said, “This cannot be the
language of a politician. “BJP used
‘kabristan and shamshan’ and ‘Diwali
and Ramzan’ during poll rallies for the
sake of votes.” 

Speaking at a rally in Karimnagar
district in Telangana, Owaisi wanted
Shah to discuss the new law with him
instead of others. “I am here.. Debate
with me.. Why (debate) with these
people… ‘Daadhi wale se karo na’
(Debate with a bearded man). We will
talk and debate on CAA, NPR and
NRC,” the leader of All India Majlis-
e-Ittehadul Muslimeen(AIMIM) said.

Senior Congress leader Kapil Sibal
has already challenged Shah for a
debate while party colleague P
Chidambaram asked Prime Minister
Narendra Modi as to why he or his
Government did not accept his sug-
gestion of the PM holding an open
debate with five critics of the amend-
ed Citizenship Act and let people draw
their own conclusion.

“I had suggested that the PM
should select five of the most articu-
late critics and hold a Q&A session
with them. Why doesn’t the
PM/Government accept the sugges-
tion? “Let five critics of CAA-NPR
debate the PM. Let the event be tele-
vised live. And let the people draw
their own conclusions,” he said on
Twitter. In another tweet, he said, “HM
(Home Minister) has dared the
Opposition to debate CAA. Is that not

what the Opposition, jurists, acade-
mics, writers, artists, students and
youth have been doing since Dec 12?”
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sitting on a ‘dharna’, they will say that
the men of the house feel that they
have become so incompetent that they
cannot do anything, so they want the
women to go and sit on the ‘dharna’. 

“For them, the country is not
important. The Hindus, Sikhs,
Buddhists, Jains and Parsis are not
important. Now, for the Congress,
even the Christians are not important.
And, they have said the protests will
continue against the CAA until the ISI
agents are given entry in India. This
is a shameful statement made by
Congress leaders,” he alleged.
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The top court, on January 20, had
rejected the plea of a death row con-
vict in the Nirbhaya gang rape and
murder case challenging the Delhi
High Court order which had dis-
missed his claim of being a juvenile at
the time of offence saying he cannot
re-agitate the issue by filing fresh appli-
cation.

A Delhi court has recently issued
fresh death warrants for February 1
against the four convicts -- Vinay
Sharma (26), Akshay Kumar Singh
(31), Mukesh Kumar Singh (32) and
Pawan (26) -- in the case after their
hanging got delayed from January 22
due to pending petitions.

The 23-year-old paramedic stu-
dent, referred to as Nirbhaya, was
gang-raped and brutally assaulted on
the intervening night of December 16-
17, 2012, in a moving bus in south
Delhi by six people before she was
thrown out on the road.

In an application, the MHA
sought a direction “to mandate all
competent courts, State Governments,
prison authorities in country to issue
death warrant of a convict within
seven days of rejection of his mercy
petition and to execute death sentence
within 7 days thereafter irrespective of
the stage of review petition/curative
petition/mercy petition of his co-
convicts.” The MHA said the country
is facing a menace of certain offences
relating to terrorism, rape and mur-
der which are punishable with death
sentence.

“It is submitted that the offence of
rape is not only a criminal offence
defined in the penal code of the
country but is the most horrific and
unpardonable offence in any civilized
society. The offence of rape is not only
an offence against an individual and
society but is an offence against
humanity.

“There are various instances of
such heinous and horrific offences of
rape accompanied by an equally hor-
rible and horrific offence of murder of
the victim which shakes the collective

conscience of the nation,” the MHA
said. The Government said in the larg-
er interest of public and of the victims,
their families, the earlier guidelines
should be modified to ensure that the
accused of such “horrible, dreadful,
cruel, abominable, ghastly, gruesome
and heinous offences” be not permit-
ted to play with the “majesty of law and
prolong the execution of the sentence
awarded to them in accordance with
the law”.

The MHA, in its plea filed through
Solicitor General Tushar Mehta, urged
the court to fix a time limit within
which the convict of death sentence
should file curative petition, if he so
chooses to do so.

“In case of multiple convicts of
such horrific crimes who are awaiting
death sentence, mandating the
issuance of warrant by competent
court within seven days of rejection of
mercy petition and execution of death
sentence within seven days thereafter
irrespective of the proceeding, if any,
taken by his co-convicts,” it said.

The Ministry said under the
scheme of criminal justice system, a
full proof regime is being providing to
accused at various stages of judicial
scrutiny to ensure that an accused is
punished strictly in accordance with
law and convicts be not allowed to
misuse the judicial processes.

“When a death sentence is award-
ed to an accused after the judicial
scrutiny, the procedure established by
law ensures that the said decision is
mandatorily tested by the highest
court of the State namely the High
Court,” it said.
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K Jayakumar, Tamil Nadu Minister for
fisheries and the spokesman of the
Government demanded public apol-
ogy from Rajinikanth.

But Tamilaruvi Manian, close
confidant of the superstar told The
Pioneer on Wednesday that this furore
about Rajinikanth’s speech was much
ado about nothing. “Rajinikanth did
not tell anything about Ramaswamy
Naicker. What he told was that activists
of DK took out the procession carry-
ing nude pictures of Lord Ram and
Sita. What is wrong in saying some-
thing which has happened and that too
substantiated with documentary evi-
dence,” asked Manian.

Manian also pointed out that the
anger and resentment expressed by
Dravida Kazhakam activists and lead-
ers of other major political parties is
an indication of the fear and apprehen-
sion they had over Rajinikanth’s polit-
ical ambitions. “It is sure that Tamil
Nadu will not be the same once
Rajinikanth announces his political
entry by launching the political out-
fit,” said Manian.

Narayanan Tirupati, BJP
spokesman, said there was no need for
Rajinikanth to tender any apology as
he has not blamed anybody in his
speech during the Tuglaq anniversary.
“Rajinikanth exposed the hypocrisy

being practiced by the Dravidian
political parties under the guise of sec-
ularism,” said Narayanan.

Meanwhile political commenta-
tors are of the view that the statement
by Rajinikanth could lead to realign-
ment of political forces in the State.
There were signals from the AIADMK
that the party may dump the NDA and
forge fresh alliance with parties that
respect and recognise Ramasamy
Naicker’s brand of politics.

+45��4���"7�"1�5"
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Besides Gujarat, Nithyananda is also
wanted by the Karnataka police in a
similar case.  He was also arrested in
2010 in Himachal Pradesh over rape
allegations. In December last year, the
Centre cancelled his passport and also
rejected his application for a fresh trav-
el document. 
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Delhi Congress president Subhash
Chopra, campaign committee chief
Kirti Azad, AICC in-charge of Delhi
P C Chacko and NSUI chief Neeraj
Kundan, will also campaign for vari-
ous candidates in the high-stakes poll
battle. Former Union minister Shashi
Tharoor, who has been aggressively
taking on the AAP and had launched
the party’s campaign in Delhi, will also
canvass for various candidates for the
party.

Polling will be held on February
8 for the 70-member Delhi Assembly
and the results will be declared on
February 11.

CB5���1$��)7�$��
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Earlier, addressing the inaugural
function, Sivan said ahead of the
launch of India’s maiden human
spaceflight venture Gaganyaan in
December 2021, ISRO will undertake
two unmanned missions in December
2020 and June 2021 and “Vyommitra”
will fly in them. “We are on schedule
(regarding Gaganyaan). We are going
to do lots of demonstration tests this
year. This year end we will send our
unmanned mission and the half-
humanoid you have seen today is
going to fly in it,” he said.

The ISRO will monitor how the
human system will behave in the envi-
ronment control life support system.
“The humanoid project has almost
completed,” Sivan added.

Union Minister of State for
Department of Space and Atomic
Energy Jitendra Singh too shared a
video of the humanoid on Wednesday
on Twitter and wrote, “In the run up
to the first Human Space Mission by
India at ISRO...’Vyommitra’, the
humanoid for #Gaganyaan unveiled.
This prototype of humanoid will go as
trial before Gaganyaan goes with
astronauts.” 
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Amid heightened threat to its
troops and Amarnath Yatra

pilgrims later this year, the CRPF
— the lead agency for internal
security and conduct of Yatra —
is facing a critical shortage of
armoured troop carriers to trans-
port the paramilitary personnel
in Jammu & Kashmir. 

Officials said, the para-
military is facing a shortage of
up to 40 per cent of the sanc-
tioned strength, a figure being
withheld in order to avoid any
risk to the troopers from the
terrorists in the Valley. 

The preparation for the
Amarnath Yatra begins in
March and a meeting was held

in the Home Ministry for pro-
curement of the armoured
troop carriers, sources said. 

The shortage of the
armoured troop carriers has
accrued over the years as the
paramilitary has not been able
to procure bullet proof vehicles
from Original Equipment
Manufacturers during the last
one decade, leading to an
alarming shortfall in such vehi-
cles, they said. 

The security forces espe-
cially the CRPF is facing
enhanced threat from the ter-
ror groups post-abrogation of
Article 370 and reorganisa-
tion of the erstwhile State of
Jammu & Kashmir into two
Union Territories — J&K and

Ladakh, officials said, adding
approvals for procurement of
the specialised vehicles are yet
to see the light of the day

despite the Pulwama incident
last year in which 40 CRPF per-
sonnel were killed while trav-
elling in a convoy consisting of

non-armoured buses. 
“The sanctioned numbers

of bullet-proof bunker vehicles
are badly needed as addition-

al deployment of 25 battalions
of the CRPF was made in the
Valley in anticipation of aggra-
vated law and order situation
following nullification of
Article 370 that granted special
status to Jammu and Kashmir,”
an official said.   

The Amarnath Yatra that is
held between July and August
is estimated to be tough from
the security perspective as it
will be the first such Yatra to be
conducted after change in the
special status of J&K.  

The terror groups are also
seeking to find traction among
the youth as the jehadi ranks
are facing crisis due to the wip-
ing out of the terror leadership
in the Valley owing to counter-

terror action by the security
forces in the last two years. 

Last year, the Amarnath
Yatra was called off midway
ahead of the decision to scrap
Article 370 on August 5 as a
well calculated move to avoid
any risk to the pilgrims. 

In 2017, Amarnath pil-
grims were targeted by the
terrorists in July 2017 in which
eight religious tourists were
killed and over 30 others
injured. 

Likewise, in June 2016, the
banned terror group Lashkar-
e-Tayyeba ambushed a convoy
of CRPF vehicles in Pampore
and killed eight uniformed
men of the paramilitary and
injuring over 20 others. 
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Days after Chief of Defence
Staff (CDS) General Bipin

Rawat said girls and boys
between the age group of 10
and 12 years were being radi-
calised in Jammu & Kashmir,
Defence Minister Rajnath Singh
on Wednesday said the children
from there are “nationalists” but
sometimes get motivated in
the wrong direction and those
guiding are the “culprits.” 

Rawat had also said the
misguided youth have to be
weaned away by lodging them
in deradicalisation camps.

Dispelling the notion of
radicalisation, the Defence
Minister said those youngsters
“should not be seen in any
other way.”  

Making this observation
when asked about his opinion
on the children from Jammu &
Kashmir being motivated to
join the National Cadet Corps
(NCC), he said, “Youngsters are
youngsters only. Sometimes,
the way they should be moti-
vated, people do not motivate
them. In fact, they are moti-
vated in the wrong direction.”

“That is why the kids
should not be blamed for this.
The ones who are wrongly
motivating them should be

blamed. The ones who are
motivating them in wrong
direction are the culprits,” the
Defence Minister added. He
made these remarks after
attending the Republic Day
annual camp of the NCC.

In his address during the
Raisina Dialogue here last
week, Rawat had said children
as young as 10 to 12 years are
being radicalised in Kashmir
and there is need to isolate
those completely radicalised
and put them in deradicalisa-
tion camps. 

He said radicalisation can
be countered by looking at

where it is happening and who
are behind it.  The CDS also
said radicalisation is happening
in schools, universities, religious
places and sites and then there
are people spreading this. “First
we need to get to the nerve of
who is radicalising people. You
can start isolating these people
gradually and then start a
counter radicalisation pro-
gramme by identifying people
who have been radicalised, to
what degree...” he had said. 

Meanwhile, addressing the
NCC cadets, the Defence
Minister said Indian values
consider all religions equal,

and that is why the country is
secular and never became a
theocratic state like Pakistan.

“We (India) said we would
not discriminate among reli-
gions. Why did we do that?
Our neighbouring country has
declared that their state has a
religion. They have declared
themselves a theocratic state.
We didn’t declare so.”

“Even America is a theo-
cratic country. India is not a
theocratic country. Why?
Because our saints and seers
did not just consider the peo-
ple living within our borders as
part of the family, but called

everyone living in the world as
one family,” the Minister said.

Singh underlined that
India had never declared its
religion would be Hindu, Sikh
or Buddhist and people of all
religions could live here.”They
(saints and seers) gave the slo-
gan of ‘Vasudev Kutumbakam’
— the whole world is one fam-
ily. This message has gone to
the whole world from here
only,” he added.

He later presented Raksha
Mantri Padak and commen-
dation cards to NCC cadets and
observed band and cultural
performances of NCC cadets.
Praising the parade and 
various performances of cadets,
the Defence Minister said it has
been able to boost the 
sense of national pride among
Indian youth. 

He also said the NCC plays
an unparalleled role in trans-
forming the youth into future
leaders. “Today, NCC cadets
can be found in almost every
field, including Armed Forces,
politics and sports. Even Prime
Minister Narendra Modi, who
is taking our country to newer
heights, was an NCC cadet,”
Singh said.  He also recalled his
days as a cadet of the largest
uniformed youth organisation
in the world.
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The Union Cabinet on
Wednesday allotted Rs

4,371 crore to upgrade National
Institutes of Technology (NITs)
across the country.  

Addressing media, Union
Minister Prakash Javadekar
said this will help the NITS to
establish permanent campuses
and infrastructures. Blaming
UPA Government, he said the
NITS were established in 2009
were given very low funding
around Rs 250 crore and this
had hampered the growth of
the institutes. 

“Now with the decision
for granting Rs 4, 371 crore all
NITs can be upgraded with bet-
ter facilities by 2022, he said.

The Cabinet meeting
chaired by Prime Minister
Narendra Modi approved fur-

ther extension of six months to
the Other Backward Classes
sub-categorisation commis-
sion, headed by retired Delhi
High Court Chief Justice G
Rohini. Cabinet also decided to
designate Daman as the head-
quarters of the merged Union
Territories of Daman & Diu,
and Dadra & Nagar Haveli.

The Cabinet also approved
a model pact with foreign
countries for recognition of
seafarers’ competency certifi-
cates. This will pave the way for
mutual recognition of mar-
itime education and training of
seafarers by the countries
involved.

“The Cabinet has approved
a model MoU with foreign
countries for unilateral/bilateral
recognition of Certificates of
Competency of seafarers,” a
Government official said.
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Road, Transport and
Highways Minister Nitin

Gadkari has convened a two-
day marathon review meeting
on Thursday and Friday of all
the ongoing projects, worth Rs
3 lakh crore, of his Ministry as
also that of the central road
making agency NHAI. 

Ministry sources said
progress of about 500 projects
especially struck/delayed projects
will be taken up during the meet-
ing to be held at Manesar near
national Capital. Various stake-
holders numbering about 600
Concessionaries/Contractors/Ba
nkers and concerned officials of
Union Governments and its
Departments/Organisations,
State NH Division, State PWD
Departments will be attending
the review meeting 
on January 23-24.

“This meeting is an impor-
tant platform for ironing out
issues and exploring the way
forward for pending projects
and helping in expediting the
implementation,” said a
MoRTH official. Minister of
State for Road Transport and
Highways General (Retd) VK
Singh will also attend the
marathon meeting.

Officials said the first day
of the meeting projects of
South Zone (Tamil Nadu,
Kerala, Andhra Pradesh,
Telengana, Pondicherry,
Karnataka) and Central Zone
(Chhattisgarh, Rajasthan,
Madhya Pradesh and Gujarat)
will be reviewed while projects

of Haryana, Odisha, Uttar
Pradesh, Bihar, Jharkhand and
West Bengal will be taken up
on Friday. 

The projects in the States of
Punjab, Jammu & Kashmir,
Ladakh, Uttarakhand,
Maharashtra and Goa will be
taken up afterwards. It may be
stated that issues related to pro-
jects of North-Eastern States,
and NHIDCL have already
been reviewed in a separate
meeting early this year. 

This is the second time

within a week when Gadkari
will be chairing a meeting of
entire Transport Ministry and
stakeholders with the first
being the National Road Safety
Council meeting last week
when it was deliberated to
improve road and highways
infrastructure.

In the meeting, expressing
concern for fatalities on roads,
Gadkari had advocated to
penalise the officers 
for faulty engineering of road
infrastructure. 

����� "6��.647�

Charging the Congress with
“Muslim appeasement”

and “insulting Hindus”, the
BJP on Wednesday quoted
Maharashtra Minister Ashok
Chavan’s comments on instal-
lation of a non-BJP coalition
Government in the State to say
the party should be termed
“Muslim League Congress”.

Citing Chavan’s reported
remarks that the Congress
joined hands with the Shiv
Sena in Maharashtra as
Muslims also wanted the party
to stop the BJP from coming to
power, BJP spokesperson
Sambit  Patra accused Congress
of betraying interests of Hindus
and appeasing Muslims.

“The Congress leader says
they joined the Government for
Muslims. What is the sin of
Hindus, Sikhs and others. The
Congress has insulted Hindus
and this comment has exposed
it,” the BJP leader claimed.

At his press conference
Patra referred to comments of
many opposition leaders,
including those from AIMIM,
to allege that they were “abus-
ing” Hindus in the name of
anti-CAA protests and sought
apology from Congress presi-
dent Sonia Gandhi and NCP’s
Sharad Pawar.

Patra also drew attention to
the reported comments of
AIMIM leader Akbaruddin
Owaisi, whose brother
Asaduddin Owaisi heads the
party that Muslims ruled over
the country for eight centuries
to refer to him as Jinnah,
Pakistan’s founder

For his part, Union
Minister Giriraj Singh reacted
saying, “Wo Mughal lutere thay.
Aap Bharat ko darane ka kaam
na karein. Jinnah ke raaste par
na chalein, Bharatvanshi ab
jaag chuke hain.”

Asked about Congress
leader Mallikarjun Kharge’s
reported jibe at the RSS for its
“non-participation” in the free-
dom movement, Patra shot
back, asking if parents of Sonia
Gandhi, who is of Italian ori-
gin, had fought in India’s inde-
pendence struggle.

The Indian National
Congress, he said referring to
the opposition party’s full
name, should be called
“Muslim League Congress”.
The Congress does “Muslim
appeasement” for the commu-
nity’s votes but has never done
any good for it, he claimed.

Pointing to a report in an
Urdu daily, Patra said Congress
leader Rahul Gandhi had once
described his party as a “party
of Muslims” and its leaders
coined terms like saffron terror.
Since 1946, Patra claimed the
Congress has done “Muslim
vote bank politics”. 
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With an aim to combat cli-
mate change, India has

banned import of toxic chem-
ical hydrochlorofluorocarbon
(HCFC)-141b used in the pro-
duction of rigid polyurethane
(PU) foams by foam manufac-
turers from January 1, 2020. 

Since HCFC-141b, green-
house gases that damage the
earth’s ozone layer, was not pro-
duced in the country, all the
domestic requirements were
being met through imports.

However, the Union
Environment Ministry issued a
notification last year in
December seeking ban on
import of the foam manufac-
turing companies. With this,
India has completely phased
out the important ozone-
depleting chemical, said an
official from the Ministry. 

HCFC comprises inert
compounds of carbon, hydro-
gen, and fluorine, and it is used
instead of chlorofluorocarbon
(CFC) as it is less destructive to
the ozone layer. At present,

HCFCs are used in various sec-
tors like refrigeration and air
conditioning (RAC) and foam
manufacturing. These sectors
are directly related to urban
development, agriculture
through cold chain, and indus-
trial development.

Simultaneously, the use of
HCFC-141 b by foam manu-
facturing industry has also
been closed as on 1st January
2020 under the Ozone
Depleting Substances
(Regulation and Control)
Amendment Rules, 2014, said

a senior official from the Union
Environment Ministry.

Nearly 50 per cent of the
consumption of ozone-deplet-
ing chemicals in the country
was attributable to HCFC-141
b in the foam sector. 

The Ministry had adopted
a structured approach to engag-
ing with foam manufacturing
enterprises for providing tech-
nical and financial assistance in
order to transition to non-
ODS and low GWP technolo-
gies under the HCFC Phase-
out Management Plan

(HPMP), said the official. 
Around 175 foam manu-

facturing enterprises have been
covered under HPMP out of
which, 163 enterprises are cov-
ered under stage II of HPMP.
The complete phase-out of
HCFC 141 b from the country
in the foam sector is among the
first at this scale in Article 5
parties (developing countries)
under the Montreal Protocol. 

The implementation of
HPMP through regulatory and
policy actions, implementation
of technology conversion pro-

jects has removed around 7800
Metric Tonnes of HCFC 141-b
from the baseline level of 2009
and 2010 of the country, he said.

The phase-out of HCFC-
141b from the country has
twin environmental benefits
viz. assisting the healing of the
stratospheric ozone layer, and
towards the climate 
change mitigation due to tran-
sitioning of foam manufactur-
ing enterprises at this scale
under HPMP to low global
warming potential alternative
technologies.
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The Congress on Wednesday
said the “Suit-Boot” BJP

Government’s focus is only on
the Industry of “Loot & Scoot”
and under is rule “Common
man is in pain but Con-man is
in gain”. The party questioned
whether the BJP-led dispensa-
tion is involved in Frost
International Bank Scam of Rs
3,592.48 crore and in the escape
of its directors. 

The Congress alleged the
total bank fraud during the
BJP’’s tenure amounted to over
Rs 2.7 lakh crore. 

The party stated political
accountability must be fixed on
Prime Minister and Finance
Minister for Rs 2,70,513.49
crore public money looted
from banks and Rs 5,00,000
crore written off of willful
defaulters. 

Congress spokesperson
Jaiveer Shergill slammed the
Government for not taking
timely action against the direc-
tors of Frost International
which is alleged to have
defrauded banks to the tune of
Rs 3,592 crore. He alleged that
it was the Government that
prevented the lodging of com-
plaint in the scam.

“When the consortium of
lending banks had authorised
registration of complaint on
June 15, 2019, why did it take
more than seven months to
register a complaint? 
Was someone in the BJP
Government preventing the

registration of complaint?”
Shergill questioned at a Press
conference. 

“When the PSBs having
Government nominees on
board were aware that the
company is unable to return
the money, why did it take
them a year to request the
MHA to issue a lookout
notice?” he said.

The grand old party also

queried as to why the lookout
notice was delayed.

“Despite issuance of LOC
on January 18, 2019, why and
on whose directions in the
BJP Government did the inves-
tigating agencies not register a
case till January 19, 2020, for an
entire year against the sus-
pected offenders who remain
untraceable till  date?” 
Shergill said.
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Prime Minister Narendra
Modi on Wednesday took

stock of progress made in nine
delayed projects, worth Rs
24,000 crore and spread across
as many States at the first
meeting of ‘Pragati’ this year. 

These projects are 
in Odisha, Telangana,
Maharashtra, Jharkhand, Bihar,
Karnataka, Andhra Pradesh,
Kerala and Uttar Pradesh.

These include three from
Railways, five from the Road
Transport and Highways and
one from the Petroleum and
Natural Gas ministry, the
Prime Minister’s Office said in
a statement. 

Modi also reviewed the
performance related to insur-

ance schemes — ‘Pradhan
Mantri Jeevan Jyoti Bima
Yojana’ (PMJJBY) and ‘Pradhan
Mantri Suraksha Bima Yojana’
(PMSBY).

The progress under the
Crime and Criminal Tracking
Network and Systems
(CCTNS) project, which is a
comprehensive and integrated
system for effective policing
through e-governance, also
came up for review.

In the last 31 ‘Pragati’ inter-
actions, Modi has reviewed a
total of 269 projects with 
a total investment of Rs 12.30
lakh crore. 

He has also reviewed the
resolution of grievance redres-
sal related to 47 Government
programmes and schemes
across 17 diverse sectors.
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Union Minister Prakash
Javadekar on Wednesday

hit out at parties questioning
the National Population
Register (NPR) saying it was
welcomed in the past when the
then Congress-led
Government introduced it but
is being dubbed as “bad” when
the NDA regime is repeating it. 

He also said the provision
of “naturalisation” to grant
Indian citizenship to foreign
nationals in the principal
Citizenship Act of 1955 still
remains and Pakistani singer
Adnan Sami became an Indian
citizen due to that. 

“That provision (of natu-
ralisation) still remains. The
Citizenship Amendment Act
(CAA) takes note of persecut-
ed minorities in three coun-
tries (Pakistan, Bangladesh
and Afghanistan) who came to
India seeking justice ... The
amendment is about giving cit-
izenship and not taking it,”
Javadekar said at a briefing of
the decisions taken by the
Union Cabinet.

Kerala and West Bengal
are some of the States who
have opposed the NPR exer-
cise. The Supreme Court on
Wednesday refused to stay the
amended citizenship law with-
out hearing the Centre. 

Responding to a question
on the issue, Javadekar said,
“Those who are opposed to the
Citizenship Amendment Act
made have their own views,

but the Supreme Court decid-
ed not to give it (CAA) any
stay,” he said.  

Responding to questions
on the NPR, he said giving date
of birth or place of birth of par-
ents is optional in the exercise.
“If you don’t have it or don’t
remember, don’t give it ... Many
questions are optional,” he said.

Referring to the origin of
the NPR, he pointed out that it
was introduced by the
Congress-led UPA Government
in 2010. “Then you all wel-
comed it. They bring it, it is
good. When we bring, it is bad.
This cannot be the case. This is
not fair,” he said.

The Minister said the
National Register of Citizens is
limited to Assam and it was
brought by then Prime
Minister Rajiv Gandhi.

“They brought it (NRC) so
it is good. We did not bring, so
we are bad,” he quipped.

To a question, the senior
BJP leader said at one point of
time, thousands of Tamil
refugees from Sri Lanka were
given Indian citizenship.

Responding to a question
on “proposed” police action in
Delhi’s Shaheen Bagh, he said
no action is on in the area.

“No action is being taken
in Shaheen Bagh, there is a
complaint... Police went to
Jamia (university) there was a
complaint, they did not go
(enter) the JNU (campus),
there is a complaint. This is not
done (Aisa toh nahin chalta
hai),” he said.
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Davos:  President Donald
Trump has said that the US is
watching the developments
between India and Pakistan
over Kashmir “very closely”
and repeated his offer to “help”
resolve the dispute between the
two neighbours during his
meeting with Prime Minister
Imran Khan here.

Addressing the media with
Prime Minister Khan prior to
their private meeting on the
sidelines of the World
Economic Forum here on
Tuesday, President 
Trump asserted that trade and
borders were both critical
points for discussion, while
Khan said that for him,
Afghanistan was the top pri-
ority.

Trump told Khan, whom
he referred to as ‘my friend’,
that he would speak to Prime
Minister Narendra Modi about

the ongoing Kashmir issue.
The US president is expected to
visit India in the coming weeks,
marking his first visit after
taking up his post in the White
House.

“What’s going on between
Pakistan and India… if we
can help, we certainly will be
willing to. We have 
been watching it very closely
and it’s an honour to be here

with my
friend,” Trump 
said.

“ T h e
Pakistan—India
conflict is a very
big issue for us in
Pakistan and we
expect the US to
always play its
part in deesca-
lating the ten-
sions, because no
other country

can,” Khan said.
President Trump has

repeatedly offered to mediate
following India’s August 5 deci-
sion to revoke the special sta-
tus to Jammu & Kashmir and
bifurcate the Sate into two
Union Territories, 
evoking strong reactions 
from Pakistan which has been
trying to internationalise the
issue. PTI
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As President Donald Trump
yet again offered to “help”

India and Pakistan to resolve
the Kashmir issue, New Delhi
on Wednesday categorically
asserted that there is no role for
any third party on the issue.

Government sources  also
said India’s long-held position
has been that Kashmir is a
bilateral issue between India
and Pakistan.

Responding to Trump’s
offer, they said there is no ques-
tion of any mediation or inter-
vention by any third party.

This assertion came after the
US President, while addressing
the media with Pakistan Prime
Minister Imran Khan in Davos
on Tuesday, said the US was
watching the developments
relating to Kashmir “very close-
ly” and repeated his offer to
“help” resolve the 
dispute.

It was Trump’s fourth offer
in last five months to help both
the countries resolve the
Kashmir issue after India with-
drew the special status of
Jammu and Kashmir and bifur-
cated the state into two union
territories.

“What’s going on between
Pakistan and India… if we
can help, we certainly will be
willing to. We have been watch-
ing it very closely,” Trump said.
Official sources said India’s
clear and consistent position
has been that there is no role to
play for any third party on
Kashmir.  The US President is
expected to visit India in the
second half of February.

It is learnt that India had
communicated to Washington
after Trump’s offer to mediate
on Kashmir last year that it is
a bilateral matter with
Pakistan. 

Palghar: A 14-year-old boy
allegedly committed suicide at
a Government-run residential
school for tribal children in
Maharashtra’s Palghar district,
the police said on 
Wednesday.

Sunil Khandvi, resident of
Beriste village, was the student
of a government-run Ashram
school at Hirve Pimpalpada in
Mokhada tehsil, a police offi-
cial said.

His body was found hang-
ing from the window grill of
the school toilet on Sunday.

The school superintendent
told the police that Khandvi
had written in the school reg-
ister on January 19 that he was
going home and would remain
absent for a few days.

However, the next day he
was found to have hanged
himself with a bed sheet in the
school toilet, the police officer
said.The reason for committing
suicide was yet to be ascer-
tained, he said, adding that fur-
ther probe was on. PTI
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To realise their childhood
dream of  donning ‘khaki’

uniform and serve the mother
Nation, large number of ‘enthu-
siastic’ young girls from remote
areas of Jammu region are
queuing up outside Police
headquarters for last couple of
days, braving adverse weather
conditions, to participate in the
special recruitment drive aimed
at raising two women battal-
ions.

So far aspirants from hilly
districts of Doda,
Ramban,Kishtwar and twin
border districts of Rajouri,
Poonch have attended the first
leg of the special recruitment

drive, currently underway at
Gulshan ground.  

Since early morning, aspi-
rants start converging along
with their parents and family
friends to attend the rally.
Since they are travelling from
far off places they prefer reach-
ing venue at the earliest to
avoid any last minute hiccups.
The atmosphere inside the
Gulshan ground was electrify-
ing when group of media per-
sons reached the venue of the
special drive.

In the first leg, the candi-
dates were undergoing physical
endurance/standard test. After
clearing the first hurdle, jubi-
lant candidates were allowed to
interact with media persons for

a short span of time. The can-
didates, greeted them with
patriotic chants and loud
cheers.   “We are feeling proud,
we are participating in the
recruitment drive despite fac-
ing many hardships”.  Several
candidates, names not being
disclosed, claimed they want-
ed to serve the mother Nation
by joining the police force.  “I
am very optimistic, after clear-
ing the first round without fac-
ing any major hurdle i am set
to participate in the second
round”, a NCC cadet from
Bhallessa in Doda district said. 

Another candidate from
Ramban claimed, “i want to
help my family. “We have seen
many ups and downs during

our childhood days, now i
want to help my parents as they
had struggled alot while raising
my siblings and ensuring bet-
ter education facilities for us”.

Senior police officers,
supervising the recruitment
drive told reporters in Jammu,
“the morale of the aspiring can-
didates is very high and they
are all keen to serve the police
force”.

Briefing media persons,
Inspector General of Police
(Armed) Danesh Rana said,
“the current recruitment drive
is aimed at raising  two women
battalions, one each for Jammu
and Kashmir divisions”.

He said, the candidates are
being screened in a very pro-

fessional manner. We have
allocated district wise quota for
aspiring candidates. Rana said,
“we are following a very trans-
parent process. There is no
scope of any human interven-
tion during the recruitment
drive and only meritorious
candidates are expected to
make it to the final list”.

Union government had
earlier announced two women
battalions in June 2018 to
enhance the representation of
women in the Police force.
The final sanction was given by
the State Administrative
Council (SAC) under the chair-
manship of former Governor
Satya Pal Malik  in January
2019.
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After losing two soldiers,
one each from the Indian

Army and Jammu & Kashmir
police during fierce gunfight in
Khrew area of Pampore in
South Kashmir’s Pulwama dis-
trict on Tuesday, a joint team
of security forces on
Wednesday once again trapped
group of terrorists responsible
for killing their buddies, one
kilometer away from the
encounter site, and eliminated
at least one terrorist.

According to ground
reports, massive searches were
going on in the Khrew area
after the initial gunfight with
terrorists resulted in killing of
two soldiers.  Due to bad
weather and poor light condi-
tions, the search operations
were halted and the same were
resumed early Wednesday
morning.

After the fresh contact was
established with the hiding
terrorists,the security forces
tightened the cordon and elim-
inated at least one of the ter-
rorists in the ensuing
encounter, official sources said.  

Confirming the elimina-
tion of one of the terrorists,
twitter handle of the Jammu  &
Kashmir police posted a mes-
sage which read, “Police &
Security forces killed one of the
killers of Martyred SPO

Shahbaz Ahmed and Martyred
Rifleman Rahul in this opera-
tion even before bodies of
these martyrs reached their
respective homes.Operation is
going on at Nagander one
kilometre away from yesterday
encounter site”.  

Official sources claimed,
security forces were conducting
random searches in the area
since Wednesday morning to
track down the foot prints of
the terrorists hiding in the
area. Meanwhile, mortal
remains of both the soldiers
were dispatched to their native
places after a formal wreath lay-
ing ceremony in Srinagar.
Senior police and Army officers
paid their tributes to both the
martyrs.  Interacting with the
media in Srinagar, DGP
Dilbagh Singh said,  the secu-
rity has been beefed up in
Kashmir.

“All arrangements have
been made with regard to secu-
rity measures on ground, the
security in South Kashmir has
been reviewed. We visited

Anantnag and also took stock
of the security in other dis-
tricts,” DGP Singh said.

“We have strengthened the
security measures in Srinagar
ahead of the Republic Day,” he
added. In the run up to the
Republic day celebrations, a
high alert has been sounded in
Jammu and Kashmir after
intelligence inputs suggest of
possible terror strikes.

According to latest intel
reports, a joint module of Jaish-
e-Mohammed and Hizbul
Mujahideen militants have
been tasked by their handlers
in Pakistan to carry out das-
tardly attacks in the run up to
the Republic day.

There are inputs that mil-
itants could launch suicide
attacks on security installa-
tions in south Kashmir and
defence positions across the
south of Pir Panjal in the
Jammu region.

According to inputs, ter-
rorist movement has also been
traced in areas of Srinagar and
Budgam districts.
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After initial resistance from
certain quarters, the

Maharashtra Government on
Wednesday approved the
implementation of its much-
discussed ‘Mumbai 24x7’ or
‘Vibrant Mumbai Nightlife’
policy from the intervening
night of January 26 and 27.

At a weekly meeting
presided over Chief Minister
Uddhav Thackeray, the State
Cabinet gave a go-ahead for the
‘Mumbai 24x7’ policy without
tweaking the current excise
rules which permit service of
alcoholic beverages only till the
existing time limits of 1.30
am. 

In effect, the new ‘Vibrant
Mumbai Nightlife’ policy will
not be applicable to bars, pubs
and restaurants serving liquor,
which will be permitted to
serve alcoholic beverages only
till the existing time limits of

1.30 am.
The new ‘Mumbai 24x7’

policy — which is a brain
child of Shiv Sena leader and
current Tourism and
Environment Minister Aditya
Thackeray — will allow malls,
multiplexes and eateries in the
designated areas to function
round-the-clock.

State Home Minister Anil
Deshmukh, who had initial
reservations about imple-
menting the Mumbai 24x7
because of security reasons
and on the ground that bars
and restaurants cannot serve
liquor, came around after
Aditya — at a meeting held a
few days — convinced him that
the policy could be imple-
mented without tweaking the
current State excise rules and
imposing a lot of burden on the
city police force.

Addressing a news confer-
ence jointly with the State
Home Minister after the State

Cabinet gave a nod for the
Mumbai 24X7, Aditya said:
“Mumbai’s identify is being
that of a safe city. In Mumbai,
you can get to see women and
women moving around Marine
Drive and other places safely at
around 2 am or 3 am.  Mumbai
police perform their duty well.
But, take the case of tourists
coming to Mumbai, they would
not be in the city for more than
36 hours. To increase the
employment and tourism in
Mumbai, we came up with the
Mumbai 24x7 proposal in
2013. We are implementing it
after seven years”.

“We will implement this
policy in malls and mill com-
pounds coming under the
Shops and Establishment Act.
The malls and mill compounds
are in non-residential areas.
The people do not live inside
these places. There are facilities
like parking lots, CCTV, deci-
bel limits, solid waste manage-
ment. All the establishments
there are licenced ones. We are
giving permission to all these
establishments to remain open
for all 24 hours”.

In fact, the Maharashtra
Shops and Establishments

(Regulation of Employment
and Conditions of Service)
Act, 2017, allows all establish-
ments to operate around-the-
clock.

“There would not be any
change in the excise rules. The
liquor will be served only up to
1.30 am in bars and restaurants.
We are changing that. We are
providing facilities who want to
eat out, go for shopping or
movies. The MVA Government
is a people’s Government. We
are Government of aspirations.
Unlike the BJP Government,
we want to encourage the
youngsters,” the Tourism
Minister said. Home Minister
Anil Deshmukh said that that
the State Government would
ensure   that there was no stress
on the police force.

“We do not enforce any-
thing here. If some units are not
able to keep their establish-
ments for all 24 hours, they can
do so. It is not the job of the
state government to increase
the footfalls. We are enabling
the owners of these establish-
ments.  Mumbai being an inter-
national city, we are giving a
24x7 facility,” Aditya said.

“London’s nightlife econo-

my is 5 billion pounds. In
Mumbai, there are five lakh
people who directly employed
in this service sector. When we
say that employment will
increase because of 
Mumbai 24x7, it is because the
owners oif these establish-
ments will have to employ
their staff in three shifts. Going
that logic, we will have an
employment potential of 15
lakh people or at least 10 lakh
people in this service sector.
Keeping these establishments
open, state revenue will
increase through various taxes,”
he said.

“I do not think there will be
tension for the police.
Currently, the police personnel
do is to track if the establish-
ments are open beyond the
stipulated hours rather than
controlling crime. Now they do
not have to do that job and can
concentrate on the job they are
meant to do. If the establish-
ments want more security, they
can employ private security or
hire police security by paying
money,” Aditya said. 

Public distribution and
civil supplies minister Chhagan
Bhujbal said that Mumbai

Police Commissioner and
Municipal commissioner
would decide where nightlife
would be allowed. “During the
meeting a lot of suggestions
came in. Like in some of the
railway stations of Mumbai
where there is rush for 24
hours, people come and go,

eateries could remain open
there,” Bhujbal said.

Earlier this week, at the bi-
annual crime conference,
Uddhav, along with his Cabinet
colleagues and bureaucracts,
held a meeting with the city
police officers  Mumbai 24x7
proposal. 
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National Investigation
Agency (NIA) team,  inter-

rogating  Davinder Singh,
DySP arrested by the police
along with Hizbul Mujahideen
terrorist Naveed Babu from
Jammu-Srinagar National
Highway on January 11, shift-
ed him to Jammu along with
other arrested terrorists on
wednesday.

The NIA team, which took
over the probe from the Jammu
& Kashmir police recently, is
trying to establish the link
whether Davinder Singh was
regularly transporting HM ter-
rorist Naveed Babu to a rela-
tively safe hideout in Jammu
and whether he was also in
touch with over ground work-
ers (OGW’s) active in the
region to facilitate hassle free
stay of HM commander.  

Last week, police had also
arrested  younger brother of
Naveed Babu, studying in
Chandigarh. 

According to highly placed
sources, Naveed’s brother had
carved out a safe hideout for his
brother in Bhatindi area of
Jammu and the same was
likely to be used for 
accommodating terrorists, 
ferried by Davinder Singh at
the time of arrest.
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Opposing the Maharashtra Government’s Mumbai 24x7
decision, senior BJP leader and former Minister Ashish

Shelar said on Wednesday ‘Mumbai Nightlife’ decision taken
by the Uddhav Thackeray dispensation would prove to be a
‘killing life’ for Mumbai.

Reacting to the State Government’s go-ahead for the
implementation of Mumbai 24x7, Shelar said: “The nightlife
decision is going to be a killing life for mumbaiks. Two years,
14 persons were killed in a massive fire that broke out in two
pubs. 

The decision is an effort to regularise massive FSI irreg-
ularities in the Kamala Mill compound in the name of
tourism”. “Mumbaikars are already stressed over a number
of restaurants, bars, ladies bars and pubs existing in the res-
idential areas. The nightlife decision will increase their incon-
venience further. The work burden on the police personnel
will increase,” Shelar said.
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In an apparent effort to indi-
cate that it has not deviated

from its Hindutva path after
forming a Government with
the Congress and NCP, the Shiv
Sena on Wednesday
announced that its president
and Chief Minister Uddhav
Thackeray would visit Ayodhya
after the MVA Government
completes 100 days in office.

Announcing the Chief
Minister’s impending visit to
Ayodhya, Shiv Sena MP and
spokesperson Sanjay Raut
tweeted: “Chalo Ayodhya ! CM
#UddhavThackeray will visit
Ayodhya on the completion of
100 days in power!
@OfficeofUT”.

In another tweet, Raut said:
“Our government has begun
performing its duties in great
vigour. We shall complete five
years in office. After govern-
ment completes 100 days. CM
Uddhav Thackeray shall go to
Ayodhya. After seeking bless-
ings of Lord Ram, will

decide on future course of
action”.

Uddhav, who had
announced after the Supreme
Court verdict in the Ayoidhya
dispute case that he would go
once again Ayodhya on
November 24, 2019, had post-
poned his visit then, owing to
the impasse in the govern-

ment formation in the state.
The public perception was that
the Sena would soft-peddle its
Hindutva agenda  as long as it
is running the government in
the state with the Congress and
NCP. 

It may be recalled that
Uddhav had on  November 25,
2018 – along with   his wife
Rashmi and son Aditya,  had
visited  Ayodhya. On June 16,
2019 year  after the Lok Sabha
polls,  he once again visited
Ayodhya and offered prayers at
the makeshift Ram
Lalla shrine.

However, atmosphere has
changed after he joined hands
with the “secular” and NCP to
form a Maha Vikas Agadhi
government in Maharashtra.
The perception that has been
gaining ground in the state
political circles that in order to
ensure that there is no threat to
its government in the state the
ruling Shiv Sena is pursuing the
Hindutva as vigorously as it was
doing earlier.  So much so that
its erstwhile ally BJP has been
taking pot shots at the Shiv
Sena for giving up on its
Hindutva agenda for the sake
of power.

Interestingly enough,  Raut
came out with a tweet a day
ahead of the first grand con-
vention of the Raj Thackeray-
led Maharashtra Navnirman
Sena (MNS). It is speculated

that at the convention, MNS
chief Raj Thackeray embrace
the Hindutva path and change
the colour of his party flag.

Raj had recently met for-
mer Maharashtra chief minis-
ter and senior BJP leader
Devendra Fadnavis, sparking
speculation about the possibil-
ity of the MNS joining hands
with the Amit Shah-led party.

Meanwhile, talking to
media persons, Raut extended
invitation to Congress’ former
president Rahul Gandhi and
NCP chief Sharad Pawar to
accompany Uddhav Thackeray
to Ayodhya. “We want that our
alliance leaders should also
come along. Rahul Gandhi
also visits several 
temples”.

On her part, BJP national
spokesperson Meenakshi Lekhi
had earlier in the day wanted
to know if Chief Minister
Uddhav Thackeray wouldl also
take Congress leaders along
with him to Ayodhya.  How the
alliance partners of the Sena
react? How will he show his
face to them – to the ones who
questioned the very existence
of Lord Ram, even went to the
Supreme Court stating the
same,”she said.

Uttar Pradesh’s deputy
chief minister Dinesh Sharma
described Uddhav’s impending
visit to Ayodhya as a “political
stunt”. 
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The Maharashtra
Government on

Wednesday announced that
the historical drama ‘Tanhaji –
The Unsung Warrior’ would be
tax-free in the State till April 30,
2020.At its meeting presided
over  by Chief Minister Uddhav
Thackeray, the State Cabinet
decided to waive State Goods
and Services Tax (SGST) on the
tickets of Tanhaji — The
Unsung Warrior’ and com-
pensate for the loss from its
exchequer. “Thank you
Uddhav Thackeray ji for
declaring #Tanhaji The
UnsungWarrior tax-free in 
the State of 
Maharashtra. @OfficeofUT
@CMOMaharashtra,” lead
actor in the film Ajay Devgn
tweeted.

The martyrdom of Tanaji
Malusare - the Commander of
the Maratha Empire headed by
Chhatrapati Shivaji Maharaj –
in the bloody battle of Sinhagad
Fort in Pune with the then
commander of the fort
Udaybhan Sinh Rathore allied
with the Mughals, holds a spe-
cial place in the state’s history.

The governments of Uttar
Pradesh and Haryana had ear-
lier exempted ‘Tanhaji — The
Unsung Warrior’ from tax.
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Aday after Amit Shah
attacked her for spreading

disinformation about the
Citizenship Amendment Bill
inviting her to an open nation-
al debate on the issue, Bengal
Chief Minister Mamata
Banerjee on Wednesday lashed
out at the Union Home
Minister for talking big but hes-
itating to come out with the
truth about the CAA.

Banerjee who led an anti-
CAA rally in Darjeeling with
more than a thousand people
referred to Shah’s speech saying
“yesterday I heard the Home
Minister making tall speeches
saying that I am telling lie about
CAA and National Population
Register… Now if we are lying
let him tell the truth to the peo-
ple. Let him tell whether 

CAA is a selective Act which
discriminates among people.
Let him tell about the condi-
tions mentioned in the NPR.
Let him mention whether those
who will be granted citizenship
will have to live as foreigners
for the first five years or
not.”

“And if such be the condi-
tions then he will have to say
whether the people will lose
jobs because aliens cannot
work in India… whether the
children will lose their school
certificates and whether the cit-
izens will lose their rights to
property they now 
own.”

Wondering whether most
of the people in the crowd had
the date of births of their par-
ents, Banerjee asked, “Do you
have date of births of your par-
ents? Is this how a responsible

Government works. They do
not even the same thing at the
same time. In the something
they say something and in the
evening they other something.
They say date of birth is not
mandatory. If it is not manda-
tory, why is it there in the
columns?” she added.

Referring how thousands
of Nepali speaking people had
been banished from the
National Citizenship Register,
Banerjee said, “People are
scared that if CAA and NRC
are implemented they will be
uprooted. I want to tell the hill
people not allow NRC and
CAA.”

Referring to the rising
inflation and decreasing jobs
Banerjee said, “see what they
have made of the Indian econ-
omy. They promised acchhee
din (good days) but where the

jobs. Why so many people are
unemployed today. Why the
farmers are not getting their
due and respect. Why
Government factories like ord-
nance factory (in Kolkata) are
being shut down… They are
selling the country… and to
hide these all they are raising
the issues of CAA.”

Claiming that in order to
turn the attention of the peo-
ple from grim economic sce-
nario and failed promises she
said, “they are setting people of
one religion against the other.
They are dividing the people to
rule but implementing CAA,
NRC and NPR,” adding those
who are protesting are being
termed anti-Indians.

“The students are being
beaten up if they raise their
voices, the Opposition is
harassed by the Agencies (read

CBI, ED etc) when they are
raising the contentious issues.
They are calling them
Pakistanis. I want to ask why do
you always bringing in
Pakistan. Do you have extra
love for that country to invoke
its name always?” Banerjee
asked.

She said the BJP leaders
always were foul-mouthing her
for protesting against their
polices. “I want to tell the BJP
that foul-mouthing me all the
time will not work. Tell us
whether you will withdraw
CAA or not. If CAA is not a
mischievous Act then why did
you leave out Assam and
Tripura, the States ruled by
BJP? Why are these BJP-ruled
states out of the purview of
CAA?” There would be no
CAA, NRC or NPR in Bengal
she insisted.

Bengaluru: A 36-year-old
man, who is suspected to
have planted the explosive at
the Mangaluru Intentional
Airport, surrendered before
the pol ice  here on
Wednesday, officials said.

The suspect has been
identified as Adithya Rao, a
native of Manipal, police 
said, adding that he resem-
bled the one captured on
CCTV footage at Mangaluru
airport

The man turned up at the
DG and IGP office here in the
morning,  where he was
detained and taken for med-
ical tests and preliminary
inquiry done, they said. The
suspect confessed to having
planted the bomb at the air-
port, police said.

He is reported to have
got information on making
the explosive via internet,
sources said.

“One suspect  named
Adithya presented before
police between 8-9 am, claim-
ing that he was responsible

for Mangaluru incident—he
wil l  be  handed over  to
Mangaluru police team for
further  invest igat ion. . ,”
Bengaluru (Central) DCP
Chetan Singh Rathore told
reporters  earl ier  in 
the day.

A team of police offi-
cials, led by an Assistant
Commissioner of Police
(ACP) f rom Mangaluru
arrived in the city later to
question the suspect and
carry out necessary legal pro-
cedures.

Police sources said, Rao,
an engineering graduate and
an MBA holder, who was
taken to Ulsoor Gate police
station in Bengaluru for ques-
tioning, was subsequently
handed over to Mangaluru
police, which is investigating
the case.

He was presented before
the Addit ional  Chief
Metropolitan Magistrate
(ACMM) court here and
transit warrant secured, offi-
cials said, adding that he will

be produced before a court in
Mangaluru on Thursday to
obtain his custody. Police are
taking Rao to Mangaluru via
air.

The suspect reportedly
travelled using different
routes and modes to reach
Bengaluru on Tuesday night,
sources said.

State Home Minister
Basavaraj Bommi said police’s
“hot pursuit” forced him to
surrender before the police.

“Inquiry is on about his
background or association
with any organisations,  and
reason for his act.

Investigation is also on
regarding the materials used
for the explosive,  how he was
able to make it and where he
got them,” he told reporters
here. Speaking to reporters at
Belagavi later, Bommai said
R ao was disappointed,
unable to find a proper job

He had earl ier  been
arrested for making a hoax
bomb call to Bengaluru  air-
port in 2018 and was jailed

for six months, sources said.
This  was an act  of

revenge as he was denied the
job of a security  guard at the
Bengaluru Internat ional
Airport which he had applied
for due to lack of certain doc-
uments, they said.

R ao had come to
Bengaluru in 2012 seeking a
job and landed one in  a pri-
vate bank, which he resigned.

He then returned to
Mangaluru, where he worked
as a security guard  for six
months and then as a cook in
Puthige Mutt in Udupi.

Later, he went back to
Benglaru and joined an insur-
ance company,  which he left
and tried to become a secu-
rity staff at the airport, the
sources said.

A ‘live’ explosive device
was found in an unattended
bag near a ticket counter of
the departure gate of the
internat ional  airport  in
Mangaluru on Monday and
later defused at a nearby
open ground.

Patna: Poll strategist-turned-
politician Prashant Kishor fired
a fresh salvo at the BJP on
Wednesday, daring Union
Home Minister Amit Shah to
“go ahead and try implement-
ing” the Citizenship
(Amendment) Act and the
National Register for Citizens
which the latter had “auda-
ciously announced to the nation”.

Kishor, who is the national
vice president of the JD(U), is
helping Delhi Chief Minister
Arvind Kejriwals Aam Aadmi
Party for the upcoming
Assembly polls even though his
own party headed by Bihar
Chief Minister Nitish Kumar has
tied up with the BJP to take on
the less than a decade old party.

“Being dismissive of citizens
dissent couldnt be the sign of
strength of any Govt. @amitshah
Ji, if you dont care for those

protesting against #CAA_NRC,
why dont you go ahead and try
implementing the CAA & NRC
in the chronology that you so
audaciously announced to the
nation!”, Kishor wrote on his
twitter handle.

The 42-year-old, whose first
claim to fame was his handling
of Narendra Modis spectacularly
successful election campaign in
2014, made the remarks in the
backdrop of Shahs assertion at
a pro-CAA rally in Lucknow
that “CAA is here to stay and it
will not be taken back”, coun-
trywide protests by opposition
parties and others notwith-
standing. The Bihar BJP was,
expectedly, rankled by the latest
outbursts of Kishor, who joined
the JD(U) about two years ago,
got elevated to the top party post
within weeks, and has been
taking a public stand on the

burning issue that has embar-
rassed the NDA. “There is no
move on #NRC by the Govt but
#CAA is now a legislation made
by Parliament. Respect the
Constitution. Dont worry. The
Supreme Court has agreed to lis-
ten to the voice of dissent. Just
to satisfy the professional ego
and political frustration why cre-
ating hue and cry”, state BJP
spokesman Nikhil Anand said
replying to Kishors tweet.

“You have all the right to
disagree but selective propa-
ganda on religious lines to suit
the Congi (sic) style politics of
Muslim appeasement must not
be encouraged. The Gazette
notification to start the process
of #NPR and implement #CAA
is published. Won’t be taken
back at any cost, Anand added.

The JD(U) did not react to
Kishor’s comment. PTI
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People protesting against the
Citizenship (Amendment)

Act were allegedly lathicharged
by police in a Muslim-domi-
nated area in Uttar Pradesh’s
Etawah district even as demon-
strations continued against the
legislation in Lucknow and
Aligarh.  A video of the Etawah
incident, where policemen can
be seen using batons and chas-
ing away protesters in the area
on late Tuesday night, has also
gone viral on social media.

Violence broke out when
police tried to disperse the
protesters who were observing
a sit-in since Tuesday morning
in Pachraha area, defying pro-
hibitory orders imposed there.

“Police used force against
us while we were holding a
peaceful protest. Our brothers
and cousins were beaten up and

we were abused. We were phys-
ically tortured. We have a right
to protest,” one of the women
protesters said.

Responding to the allega-
tions, police said the protesters
had staged a dharna defying
prohibitory order imposed in
the area and pelted them with
stones.  

Police said they had to use
mild force to chase the pro-
testers away. In the video,
policemen can be seen entering
houses and shops.

The sit-in was organised in
solidarity with the women
protesting at Shaheen Bagh in
Delhi against the new legisla-
tion.

“Police are citing pro-
hibitory orders to end our
protest. What about the large
public meetings being held by
ministers,” another protester
said. 
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The  Khadi and Village
Industries Commission

(KVIC) has stepped up efforts
to prevent misuse of its brand
and symbol both within the
country and on foreign soil.
KVIC  is  proprietor of over 100
trademarks  including the sym-
bol of ‘Charkha’ in India and
other countries like Russia,
China, Germany, Australia,
UK and Bhutan. 

These trademark and sym-
bols have been misused time
and again by private players. In
an initiative to prevent such
misuse,  KVIC has taken up the
matter with the Ministry of
External Affairs, Ministry of
Commerce and Permanent
Mission of India at UN, Geneva
seeking International
Trademark protection of sym-
bol of ‘Charkha’ under the
article 6ter of the Paris
Convention.

Article 6ter of the Paris
Convention for the protection
of Industrial property of 1883
(1967 Stockholm Act) safe-
guards  armorial bearings, flags
and other State emblems as well
as official signs and hallmarks
of the States party to the Paris
Convention. The signs pub-
lished with World Intellectual
Property Organisation (WIPO)
under this act are prevented
from being registered or used
as trademarks, across the
world, without 
authorisation.

Speaking about the initia-
tive, Chairman KVIC  VK
Saxena said, “KVIC is one of
those unique institutions in
India that links the nation’s
past, present and future on its

functional plane, through -
self-reliance and sustainability.
Ever since the pre-independent
era, Khadi has been considered
as the national symbol for
Swadeshi. The word marks
KHADI, KUTIR, “SARVO-
DAYA and the logo of Khadi
India and Charkha are the
harbinger of this spirit of
Swadeshi, hence, must be pro-
tected at all cost.”  

Saxena said that due to the
negligence of earlier
Governments, some private
entities managed to register
these symbols to fulfill their
personal material motives. This
initiative to prevent wrongful
use of the trademarks will help
reinstate the dignity and pride
attached with Khadi and the

symbols representing it, he
said.”

Saxena has written to
Commerce Minister Shri
Piyush Goyal seeking his inter-
vention so as to expedite the
matter pending with the
Department of Promotion of
Industry and Internal
Trade(DPIIT) which comes
under the Ministry of
Commerce.

KVIC is fighting cases in
several countries for violation
of the Khadi Mark Regulations.
The regulations issued in 2013
by the Ministry of MSME,
empowered KVIC to grant
‘Khadi Mark’ registration and
take royalties from any pro-
ducer using the Khadi Mark. In
continuation, KVIC has issued
notices against 600 entities in
India, including a renowned
garment chain and 3 entities in
the International market for
misusing these symbols and
indulging in unfair trade prac-
tices in the recent past.

“Prime Minister  Narendra
Modi has been endorsing
Khadi and due to his appeals
the sale of Khadi has gone up
manifolds,” Saxena said.
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Meerut: Defence Minister Rajnath Singh on
Wednesday said religious minorities in
Pakistan, Afghanistan and Bangladesh are liv-
ing a “life of misery” and India has fulfilled
its “moral duty” towards them by enacting the
CAA.

Addressing a rally in support of the
Citizenship Amendment Act (CAA) in
Shatabdi Nagar here, he also questioned
those opposing the National Register of
Citizens (NRC) and said the government has
not discussed it.

Dismissing allegations that the Centre is
pursuing a “divisive agenda” through the CAA,
Singh said the BJP doesn’t do politics on reli-
gious lines for selfish gains.

“In Pakistan, Afghanistan and Bangladesh,
religious minorities are living a life of misery.
India has fulfilled its moral duty (by enacting
the CAA),” he said.

“The entire world is accepting India’s
power. We don’t do politics on the lines of reli-
gion for selfish reasons,” he said.

The citizenship law is being viewed from
a Hindu-Muslim perspective, but Prime
Minister Narendra Modi speaks of justice, he
added.

Singh said the NDA had prepared the cit-
izenship legislation in its first tenure, but it
could not be enacted.

On the NRC, Singh said, “The government
has had no discussion on the NRC. And sup-
pose it has, then what is the problem with hav-
ing a register of citizens.” 

“Shouldn’t there be a register of citizens?
Shouldn’t there be a document for people to
seek benefits of government schemes,” he
asked the crowd at the rally.

Singh said the BJP wants to do politics by
winning people’s hearts and asserted that the
party is working to fulfil all its promises.

“Whenever a political party contests elec-
tions, it makes various kinds of promises. I was
given the responsibility to prepare the BJP’s
manifesto for the 2019 (Lok Sabha) elections.
Within seven months of being elected, the BJP
has been rapidly fulfilling its promises,” he
said.”I want to assure the people of India that
our party will deliver on whatever it promis-
es. We do not want to cheat the people,” he
said.”By the end of 2022, every house will have
a pucca roof. Tap water will reach every house-
hold by the end of 2024. PM Modi put Rs 6,000
each in the bank accounts of farmers,” he
added.

The minister said the the BJP had also
taken steps for farmers’ welfare.”Farmer broth-
ers need not worry, we will pay you every sin-
gle penny for your hardwork,” he said. PTI

The CAA allows easier citizenship for Hindus,
Sikhs, Buddhists, Christians, Parsis and Jains who
came to India from Pakistan, Afghanistan and
Bangladesh before 2015 to escape religious per-
secution there.

Muslim migrants don’t figure on this list.
Those opposing the CAA contend that it dis-

criminates on the basis of religion and violates the
Constitution. They also allege that the CAA along
with the NRC is intended to target the Muslim
community in India. 

However, the central government has dis-
missed the allegations, maintaining that the law
is intended to give citizenship to the persecuted
minorities 
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The CBI has taken over the
probe into an attempt to kill

a veteran journalist in 1997 and
three other fresh cases alleged-
ly involving jailed gangster
Chhota Rajan. 

Noted crime reporter in
Mumbai Baljeet Shersingh
Parmar was severely injured
when motorcycle borne shoot-
ers of Rajan allegedly attacked
him outside a building at
Antop Hill on June 12, 1997. 

The agency has taken over
the Mumbai police FIR in the
case filed under IPC Section
307 (attempt to murder). 

The agency has registered
two more cases of extortion by
alleged gang members of Rajan
and one case related to issuing
threats to life, according to the
FIRs.  The agency has booked
Rajan and his henchmen Guru
Satam and Suresh for alleged-
ly demanding Rs 20 lakh as
extortion money from busi-
nessman Devang Bipin Parikh

in 1995.  The other case per-
tains to alleged demand of � 25
lakh in 1998 from a man
named Ghisulal Jain by
Hemant, who is believed to be
a member of Rajan gang, offi-
cials  said. 

The Mumbai police had
filed charge sheets in both the
cases but Rajan remained
absconding, they said.

The last case is related to
threats issued to the life of
builder Shabbir N Patel and his
son in  1996.. 

In November last year, the
CBI had taken over 10 cases,
including those of extortion
and murder, in which Rajan
was an accused.  These cases
were registered in a 14-year
period since 1992. 

These cases include killing
of trade union leader Datta
Samant in 1997 in Mumbai in
which Rajan’s role is suspected. 

Rajan was arrested at Bali
airport in Indonesia on
October 25, 2015, and deport-
ed to India. 



Boeing’s internal documents, which
revealed that executives mocked
aviation regulators and airlines
across the world, including India’s
Directorate General of Civil

Aviation (DGCA), were hugely damaging for
the American planemaker and marked a tor-
rid start to 2020 after a horrific 2019. The
year began in the aftermath of the Lion Air
737 MAX crash in Indonesia. Using “friend-
ly” media sources, Boeing executives said that
poor pilot training (and the lack of it) was
the primary cause of the crash. While there
may have been an element of truth to that,
the second 737 MAX crash of an Ethiopian
Airlines jet, seconds after takeoff from
Addis Ababa, dealt the final blow. 

As a result, Boeing’s 737 MAX fleet
was grounded worldwide, some regulators
doing it sooner than others, but the air-
craft manufacturer kept on producing
planes, even though they could not fly.
Planes kept coming off the production line
at over 20 a month, leading to over 200
aircraft being parked at Boeing’s plant in
Renton, Washington. However, with lit-
tle space to keep so many airplanes —
Boeing was also forced to park planes in
employee car parking lots — the American
manufacturer decided to suspend produc-
tion a few weeks ago.

It is extremely fortuitous that the
grounding of the Boeing 737 MAX has not
collapsed the global aviation industry. It
is noteworthy here that the MAX was still
a new aircraft and had not been fully inte-
grated with fleets across the world. The
grounding is now beginning to impact
growth opportunities for airlines. With
large American carriers like American
Airlines and Southwest Airlines, which are
the largest operators of MAX, now delay-
ing the re-introduction of the plane all the
way till the middle of this year, this cri-
sis is not going to end anytime soon.
Boeing’s nose has been grounded to the
tarmac, its reputation ruined. 

In most other industries, such a crisis
might have been fatal for a company but the
global airliner manufacturers’ duopoly
between the American Boeing and the
European Airbus, where the latter has
smartly and carefully not uttered a word or
even celebrated the former’s woes, makes the
Coke-Pepsi duel look like a violent conflict
in comparison. While the Chinese and the
Russians are trying to up their game in the
civilian airliner market — some could even
argue that Boeing’s fall has given them an
opportunity — they are far from being an
effective contender. It takes several billions
of dollars and an army of engineers to devel-
op a new aircraft. Right now nothing can beat
the entrenched players.

But at the end of the day, the entire MAX
crisis that has engulfed Boeing comes down
to the fact that the manufacturer did not want
to spend a huge sum of money on develop-
ing a new plane. The Boeing 737 is a design

that dates back to the early
1960s, the airworthiness certifi-
cate given to the aircraft is one
that was issued almost seven
decades ago. The Boeing 737 has
been an immensely successful
plane. During 2018, Boeing
delivered its 10,000th 737 with
a backlog of close to 5,000 air-
craft remaining in its books. It
has been off the competition
over the years as well. The
McDonnell Douglas DC-9 and
Douglas MD80 family could not
keep up with the success of the
Boeing and eventually Boeing
acquired McDonnell-Douglas. 

However, the Airbus A320
family, developed by the
European planemaker in the
early 1980s,  was a different ket-
tle of fish. With its highly
advanced wing and comput-
erised fly-by-wire technology,
Boeing had to develop new
technology to keep the 737
competitive. So when Airbus
decided to refresh the A320 with
modern new high-bypass ratio
engines, which would reduce
fuel consumption, it got a lot of
interest from airlines. While
Airbus has had its share of
problems over the years, partic-
ularly around the A380 super-
jumbo, the A320 has been a
money-spinner. With modifica-
tions in new engines — the New
Engine Option (Neo) — it
would become even more attrac-

tive. Despite the problems that
India’s low-cost carrier IndiGo
has suffered with Neo aircraft,
nearly a thousand such planes
are in service currently. Boeing
had to do something to keep up
with the rising competition.
Neo’s efficiency gains over the
existing generation 737 were
massive.

But Boeing had a problem.
When it started developing
the 737 in the 1960s, it did not
have to face much in terms of
ground clearance and kept rid-
ing low to the ground. This
made it easier for planes to ser-
vice at smaller and less pre-
pared airports, which were all
but common in the 1960s and
the 1970s. In fact, it was this
very ability, coupled with it hav-
ing lower engines, that made it
attractive to the airlines. Even
when the 737 was improved,
few changes were made to this
end. The problem with high-
bypass ratio turbofan engines
today is that to gain a perfect
ratio, the front fan has to be
massive. The 737’s basic archi-
tecture made fitting such a new
engine nearly impossible.  And
while Boeing should have ide-
ally developed a new aircraft
altogether, market realities
made that an impossibility. It
took it over a decade to devel-
op the 787 Dreamliner with an
overly optimistic entry into

service schedules. The subse-
quent delays left the company
with a bloody nose.

The 787 is an immensely
successful aircraft today, hun-
dreds of them forming the
backbone of airline fleets across
the world. But Boeing did not
have the time and its manage-
ment thought of developing a
new aircraft. A better option,
no matter what the physics,
would have been to re-engine
the current airframe with
minor modifications. 

Well, the modifications were
not simple. In order to fit a larg-
er fan, Boeing engineers had to
move the engine further forward
and above the wing. This caused
some major problems to the
aerodynamic properties of the
737 but these could be solved.
Pilots could be trained to deal
with the changes. Then came
another problem. One major
selling point for airlines is to cal-
culate the number of addition-
al training pilots needed when
they move to a new type of air-
craft. Pilots trained on the reg-
ular Airbus A320 could fly the
new A320 Neo with just a cou-
ple of hours of orientation.
Boeing promised pretty much
the same even though it was
obvious — something that the
stash of internal emails revealed
— that pilots should have taken
many more hours of training for

the MAX, even some hours
inside the simulator. 

The issue, as many people
know now, is that Boeing decid-
ed to integrate much more soft-
ware into the MAX to augment
flying characteristics. One of
those pieces of software was the
Maneuvering Characteristics
Augmentation System (MCAS),
which in low-speed conditions,
usually after take-off, would
keep the plane from stalling.
With the engines of the 737
MAX being shifted so much fur-
ther forward, the centre of grav-
ity of the plane, too, being far
forward, only software could
resolve it. As we know now, the
MCAS system depended on
good data from the sensors
outside the aircraft. Sensors can
fail and usually those failures
should be notified, as on cars, to
cite an example. But Boeing just
made an alert system for a sen-
sor data mismatch, an optional
extra on the 737 MAX, even
though it was but a software
switch. The MCAS system made
some sudden changes to the
planes flightpath and without
proper training to recognise
the software intervention, pilots
onboard had no clue how to deal
with the issue. With little alti-
tude, the pilots of the Lion Air
and Ethiopian Airlines aircraft
slammed to the ground.

At the end of the day, a com-
pany, once known to be
extremely fastidious on the engi-
neering front, made a stupid
mistake. A firm that almost
bankrupted itself while develop-
ing the Boeing 707 and then
almost did so again with the
Boeing 747 — which has proven
that it can redefine the market
even in contemporary times
with the Boeing 777 and Boeing
787 — has ruined its reputation,
thanks to the unnecessary short-
cuts it took. As is being made
clear in the emails for the pub-
lic to see, sheer arrogance of its
executives made matters worse. 

It is being made apparent
that the Boeing 737 MAX will
not make it back into the service
before mid-year. A freshly
empowered Federal Aviation
Administration (FAA), the civil
aviation regulator in the US, will
not be in the pocket of Boeing
as it was once. It is unlikely that
a company so vital to America’s
trading interests and its defence
industry will be allowed to col-
lapse. But the arrogance on
display at the company was lit-
tle different from that displayed
by the bankers before the finan-
cial industry collapse of 2008.
Boeing has to do a lot to repair
its reputation and salvage the
image of Boeing 737. Being
humble shall make for a very
good start. 

(The writer is Managing
Editor, The Pioneer)
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Sir — A peaceful protest by
Kashmiri Pandits to mark the
30th anniversary of their mass
exodus from the Kashmir Valley
grabbed some attention. Through
it, they appealed to the
Government to take plausible
and sincere steps to rehabilitate
them in the Valley. Successive
Governments have only paraded
their cause. Largely, they have
either ignored the Pandits or
used them for their selfish end.
Left liberals, rights activists and
secularists, too, have turned a
blind eye to their rightful griev-
ances though they have been
campaigning for the rights of
minority communities in gener-
al. Are Kashmir Pandits not a
minority in the Valley? After the
nullification of Article 370 and the
revocation of special status to the
former State of Jammu & Kashmir,
it is the responsibility of the Union
Government to restore normalcy
in the Valley and rehabilitate the
displaced Pandits willing to return.
Even after the Supreme Court’s
directive, little action has been
taken.

Nimai Charan Swain
Bhubaneswar
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Sir — Once again,  the
International Monetary Fund
(IMF) has slashed India’s growth
estimate to 4.8 per cent for this
fiscal year and 5.8 per cent for
2020-21. Observers attribute
such grim forecasts to an eco-
nomic slowdown. 

In the Indian context, the
current growth projection fol-
lows a downward trend from 7.5
per cent last year to 6.1 per cent
in October. It is disheartening
that while growth projections
have continued to decline in the
recent past, the Government
has taken little cohesive action
for revival and has instead been
demanding rate cuts from the

Reserve Bank of India (RBI).
Yet India is projected to be

the second-fastest growing
major economy in the world
after China. There are miles to
go for that to happen. The
Government has to come up
with a big bang strategy to
revive growth. 

Srishti Mathur
Ujjain
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Sir — At a time when the coun-
try is faced with severe econom-
ic slowdown and given the seri-
ousness of the problem of unem-
ployment with agrarian crisis,
too, at its peak, the common man
is expecting relief and progressive
measures in the Budget that is to
be presented on February 1. 

However, Finance Minister
Nirmala Sitharaman is busy
attending various forums and
meetings to defend the
Government’s decision to imple-
ment the Citizenship
Amendment Act (CAA). With
just a few days left for the Budget,
one would have expected the
Finance Minister to be giving fin-
ishing touches to it.  Despite the
fact that Sitharaman has taken
several measures to revive the
economy, the situation isn’t show-
ing any signs of improving. The
Budget must focus on reviving
demand, investment and growth.
All of this must be done in a
transparent manner.

Anna Mary Yvonne
Chennai
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One of the dispiriting features of the modern
development model is that despite oceans of
research and studies, there has not been a

substantive transformative impact on marginalised
communities. Much of the outcomes have been
purely academic and we need more dedicated, coura-
geous and purpose-driven champions who can cre-
atively apply their core competencies and new
knowledge to enhance people’s well-being. Similarly,
we need to design tools and techniques that can help
translate these insights into effective public policies
and professional practices that can sustainably deliv-
er quality outcomes on an exponential scale. 

There is now a tribe of passionate entrepreneurs
who are collaborating with like-minded allies and
with those with different perspectives, to build a col-
leagueship of expertise to address pressing human
challenges and accelerate the transition of the under-
privileged from subsistence to sustainability in
emerging economies. Some of them are bright peo-
ple working to uncover and scale breakthrough dis-
ruptive solutions for leapfrogging meaningful social
change. They have the vision to see the world the
way it should be and create what is missing. They
are combining business acumen with their con-
science to solve problems in the community and fos-
ter a fairer society in an efficient and sustainable way.

A brother-sister duo, Manav Subodh and Swati
Subodh, with diverse backgrounds and with careers
on the cusp of steady and promising trajectories,
decided to change track and pursue something that
had relevance and meaning to the wider world, and
in particular to the underserved communities.
Manav was Global Manager, Marketing,
Entrepreneurship and Corporate Affairs at Intel but
found the canvas dimming his social horizon. Swati
obtained her post-graduate in biotechnology and did
her doctoral research in genomics at AIIMS. It was
here that she had her moment of epiphany. Her lab-
oratory was opposite the outpatients department
where the daily sight of struggling patients stirred
her and fired the imagination to furrow a path of
concrete action. Manav and Swati realised that their
path was never going to lead to the right level of ful-
fillment, because they were not doing something that
exactly fitted the values they had cultivated over time. 

Since it wasn’t possible to change their values,
they knew they needed to switch their careers.
Manav was the first to take the plunge when he con-
ceptualised the 1M1B (1 Million for 1 Billion)
Foundation, an  initiative  to inspire a million young
leaders, educators and entrepreneurs to generate jobs
that will create better lives for a billion people in the
underserved communities. The idea was to empow-
er entrepreneurs who would undertake social
innovations, job creation and meaningful develop-
ment in their communities so that each in turn
would create jobs and more stable economic lives
for a thousand more. 

With Swati’s expertise in healthcare and Manav’s
expertise in entrepreneurship education and ecosys-
tems, a social entrepreneurship model was concep-
tualised. They visualised that a million entrepreneurs
— spanning different geographies and sectors — can
come up with the right solutions that can impact
one billion people. Everyone, according to them, is
a natural entrepreneur and can play a vital role in
promoting resilience in their communities. They
believe that with relatively simple and inexpensive
tools we can put the needle on tough problems but
interventions fail to reach the right person at the right
time. Sharing them equitably across the world to
maximise the impact is a big challenge. Addressing
these and other burning social problems requires
understanding and reframing them with a fresh view.
It is here that entrepreneurs like Manav and Swati

are stepping in and filling the vacuum.
With a team of like-minded people who
share this passion 1M1B started taking
shape.

Manav and Swati understand that
interventions for rural regeneration can-
not be played out in the same way that
society perceives the poor: Desperate cit-
izens who need to be rescued by the elite.
“We have to understand the local chal-
lenges to improve their composite liveli-
hoods. You can’t solve the problems of the
last mile from the headquarters,” explains
Manav. According to him, it takes local
entrepreneurs, empowered to adapt eas-
ily to the nuances of local culture, to cre-
ate and drive change sustainably on the
ground. The 1M1B Foundation is serving
as a micro-accelerator for grassroots
entrepreneurs by giving them skill train-
ing, access to technologies, finance and
then helping them launch their own
micro-enterprise. “We scan the local
environment  to get better assessment of
needs of the area and prospective inter-
ventional aspects and  partner with these
entities to provide our know-how and exe-
cution pipeline to enable last mile access
to maximise impact”, he adds.

There are several interventions being
promoted by 1M1B across segments.
The Skills Accelerator programme helps
individuals develop relevant skills to
ensure that they are in line with the mar-
ket needs. Fifty per cent of the participants
get formal jobs and 15 per cent of them
land up starting their own business.
1M1B is honing the leadership skills of
micro-entrepreneurs along with building
rural co-innovation labs. It helps acceler-
ate the access of indigenous technologies
to rural markets by pairing these entre-
preneurs with mentors who help them in
developing their ideas. It also connects
global start-ups to rural markets. This
access and exposure allows them to test
their solution on the specific populations
through other village-level players. The
programme provides training in comput-
er skills, communication, accounting,

finance, access to technologies and hands-
on growth support to help them launch
their own micro-enterprises. 1M1B
believes that communities of artisans, par-
ticularly women, deserve economic
opportunities and aims to keep alive the
rich tradition of their craftsmanship. The
foundation is working with Kalamkari
weavers to provide a more robust econom-
ic base to the weaver community. It is also
an implementation partner on providing
training in Artificial Intelligence (AI) to
5,000 schoolchildren in New Delhi,
Bengaluru and Hyderabad. Students are
encouraged to come up with project ideas
on how AI can be applied for societal
good. Those selected are given access to
the AI Youth Lab to advance their projects
and create prototypes. 

The Future Leaders programme is
dedicated to identifying and nurturing the
next generation of leaders committed to
positive change. The target group compris-
es high school students and undergrad-
uates who have the potential to have a
meaningful influence on topics of rele-
vance. During the course of the pro-
gramme, they are imparted high-impact
leadership development skills to develop
the knowledge, resources and network
needed to become an inclusive and social-
ly-minded changemaker. These skills
include thinking critically and from mul-
tiple perspectives, collaborating inclusive-
ly, communicating effectively and becom-
ing empathetic leaders. The coaching also
exposes them to an array of educational
experiences  that  broaden their world
view.

The latest batch participated in the
fifth annual 1M1B Activate Impact
Summit at the United Nations (UN)
Headquarters in New York. The summit
provided them the opportunity to learn
about leadership through the lens of the
experiences of leaders of civil society, gov-
ernment, industry, non-government bod-
ies, private entities,  venture funds, entre-
preneurs and influencers. 

The foundation is a UN-accredited

non-profit organisation with special con-
sultative status to the UN Economic and
Social Council and associated with the UN
Department of Global Communications.

The foundation has a very innovative
business development programme, called
Business Raja (king). An AI-enabled
chatbot, it is guiding aspiring entrepre-
neurs in rural India to grow their nascent
ideas, raise funds and run their business-
es successfully. It is simple in design. For
the user, it is just another contact on
WhatsApp they talk to about their ideas
in three languages — Telugu, Hindi, and
Kannada — as of now. 

The chatbot asks a user about their
ideas, how they came up with it, measures
the person’s personality and attains a com-
plete profile. It also assesses their respons-
es to tough questions — a sort of psycho-
metric test. 

An aspiring entrepreneur needs to fol-
low a three-step process: First, share a busi-
ness idea. The chatbot will provide refer-
ence resources that need to be complet-
ed. Then, the candidate will have to design
a financial plan such as product pricing.
Finally, if the idea works well, the chatbot
will help in raising funds. A final score of
investment readiness is then sent to the
lending institution. 

“The idea of Business Raja emerged
while our team was working with grass-
roots innovators and helping them navi-
gates the challenging entrepreneurial
landscape. The AI chatbot and the
resources associated with it help to do this,
at scale so we can enable more entrepre-
neurs faster”, explains Swati. 

It doesn’t require a flash of genius or
invention of any radical idea to change the
story line. What is ultimately needed is
practical compassion. Most revolutionary
solutions have been evolved by people like
Manav and Swati who looked at the famil-
iar landscape with fresh eyes. They saw
promise where others saw hopelessness.

(The writer is Member, NITI Aayog’s
National Committee on Financial Literacy
and Inclusion for Women)
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Delhi is heading for polls on
February 8 to elect 70 members
to the Legislative Assembly and

needless to say, campaigning by polit-
ical parties across the national Capital
is expected to reach a fever pitch soon.
Like always, this election, too, will wit-
ness a plethora of populist issues
being made a poll plank by the candi-
dates and their star campaigners as they
do the rounds of the city. Populism has
become an integral aspect of elections
mainly due to the fact that the people
of one of the world’s largest democra-

cies have become used to being wooed
with sops and benefits. Whether it is
regularisation of illegal colonies and
structures or subsidised electricity and
so on, we just lap it up.

However, do we ever stop to think
what the cost of these sops is and who
is footing the bill? The answer is that
we the people or the electorate are even-
tually going to pay for the sops, collec-
tively. The sole beneficiary in this will
be the political party we elect, who will
be laughing all the way to the seat of
power, for the next five years.

We, as voters, must critically eval-
uate the promises being made by the
Government in power and all the other
contending parties and see what their
commitment is for pressing issues
such as climate change and the envi-
ronment. And, we also need to look at
the environmental cost of an election.
This also needs to be audited and made
public in order to ensure that the peo-
ple realise the environmental costs of

this democratic exercise and which par-
ties have had the smallest carbon
footprint. This will usher in a positive
change in the thinking of the voter
which will in turn compel the parties
to shun anti-environmental activities
in the form of excess use of fuel, plas-
tic and paper during campaigning. The
people of Delhi need to question the
Government and ask it what it has done
to safeguard the environment and

also asses what the environment-relat-
ed promises and assurances other
contesting parties are bringing to the
table. The subject of pollution in Delhi
has been a hotly debated matter, with
the ruling Aam Aadmi Party (AAP)
claiming tremendous success in rein-
ing in the same with the help of the
vehicle rationing initiative the Odd-
Even Scheme. However, as is the norm
in politics, these initiatives have been

heavily criticised by the Central
Government. 

Both the Centre and the Delhi
Government have been trading charges
over this key issue and blaming each
other for the sad state of affairs in the
Capital.

As the common man continued to
suffer the impact of the pollution
shrouding the city in a pall of smog, the
judiciary took it upon itself to express
reservations on the efficacy of the
scheme in controlling the spiraling pol-
lution levels in Delhi-NCR and pulled
up the Centre, the Delhi Government
and even the neighbouring States of
Punjab, Haryana and Uttar Pradesh on
the environmental crisis caused by
crop residue burning by farmers.

The Supreme Court also directed
the Central Government to assess the
feasibility of the use of hydrogen-based
fuel technology in the Capital to mit-
igate air pollution. 

However, the fact remains that

things should not have come to such
a pass. We need clear, tangible and
more-importantly quantifiable results
against efforts undertaken to protect
the environment by all stakeholders.
The city is what we will leave to the
future generations and it cannot be
inhospitable due to pollution that has
reached unmanagable levels and turned
it into a “gas chamber”, choking and
killing the people that reside in it. 

The spectre of climate change is
looming large and pollution cannot be
stopped by turning a blind eye to it.
Combatting pollution and climate
change need a concentrated and sin-
cere effort by the Government in
power that has the resolve and the firm
mandate of the people behind it. So this
time let us elect the environment. A
Government that makes environmen-
tal policies its priority will then auto-
matically get elected.

(The writer is an environmental
journalist)
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The market gauge Sensex
on Wednesday fell for the

third straight session to mark
its lowest level in over five
weeks as participants moved
to the sidelines exercising
caution ahead of the federal
Budget.

At close, the 30-share
Sensex was down 208.43
points, or 0.50 per cent, at
41,115.38 — the lowest level
for the index since December
16. After starting the session
on a high note, the BSE gauge
kept on shedding gains and
touched the day’s low of
41,059.04.

Likewise, the broader
NSE Nifty sett led 62.95
points, or 0.52 per cent, lower
at 12,106.90 — marking its
fourth straight session loss.

Both benchmark indices
bore the brunt of heavy sell-
ing mainly in energy, finan-
cial and auto stocks.

A subdued corporate
earnings season and banks’
stressed assets situation have
made investors realign their
investment strategy, analysts
said adding that the upcom-
ing Budget will decide the
course of the market in the
near to mid-term.

Further, global agencies

slashing India’s growth out-
look is also weighing on
domestic investor sentiment,
they added.

On the Sensex chart,
ONGC was the top loser,
tumbling 5.13 per cent, fol-
lowed by NTPC, Kotak Bank,
Maruti Suzuki, HDFC, Asian
Paints, ICICI Bank and Axis
Bank.

On the other hand, Nestle
India, TCS, Infosys, HCL
Tech, SBI and Bharti Airtel
ended with gains of up to 1.86
per cent.

Sectorally, BSE metal, oil
and gas and power were
among the major losers —
dropping as much as 1.57 per
cent.

While BSE IT, teck and
telecom indices ended up to
1.09 per cent higher.

In the broader market,
midcap and smallcap indices
fell up to 0.32 per cent.

“Domestic markets after
opening higher failed to hold
on to gains amid profit-book-
ing across finance, auto,
metal and pharma stocks;
while FMCG and few IT
stocks remained in green
zone. Uncertainty ahead of
Budget  has  resulted in
investors’ being cautious for
the time being,” Paras Bothra,
President of Equity Research,

Ashika Stock Broking, said.
Besides, fears of conta-

gion after the US announced
its first case of a new virus
that has claimed six lives in
China also remained in hind-
sight, he said.

Vinod Nair, Head of
Research, Geojit Financial
Services Ltd, said, “Banks,
auto and midcaps are con-
solidating due to marginal
slippage in NPAs and earn-
ings growth than anticipated
earlier.

The Q3 result had solid
expectat ions but  actual
results are marginally below
expectation for sectors like IT
and banks, this is impacting
the market. A lot will depend
on the actual outcome of
Budget for further direction,
market is turning cautious
before the big event.”

On the currency front,
the Indian rupee closed mar-
ginally up at 71.19 against the
US dollar.

Global benchmark Brent
crude fell 0.67 per cent to
USD 64.16 per barrel.

Elsewhere in Asia, bours-
es in Shanghai, Hong Kong,
Tokyo and Seoul ended with
gains. 

European markets were
also trading on a positive
note in their early sessions.
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India’s growth rate is expect-
ed to be marginally higher at

5.5 per cent in 2020-21 against
the estimated 5 per cent for the
current fiscal on the back of
strong policy push coupled
with revival in demand, a
report said.

Citing an NSO report,
India Ratings and Research
(Ind-Ra) said said the slow-
down is a combination of sev-
eral factors including an abrupt
and significant fall in lending
by non-banking financial com-
panies close on the heels of a
slowdown in bank lending and
reduced income growth of
households coupled with a fall
in savings and higher leverage.

Although some improve-
ment in FY2020-21 is expect-
ed, these risks are going to per-
sist, India Ratings and Research

principal economist Sunil
Sinha said. 

As a result, the Indian
economy is stuck in a phase of
low consumption as well as low
investment demand, it said. 

“A strong policy push cou-
pled with some heavy lifting
(even if this requires using the
escape clause as suggested by
the FRBM Review Committee
headed by N K Singh) by the
government is required to
revive the domestic demand
cycle and catapult the economy
back into a high growth phase,”
it said.

The government has
announced a slew of measures
recently to prop-up the econ-
omy, but Ind-Ra believes they
will come to aid only in the
medium term.

The shortfall in the tax
plus non-tax revenue to result
in the fiscal deficit slipping to

3.6 per cent of GDP (budget-
ed 3.3 per cent) in FY2020,
even after accounting for the
surplus transferred by the
RBI, it said. 

“A continuance of low GDP
growth even in FY’21 means
subdued tax revenue and lim-
ited room for stepping-up
expenditure. Ind-Ra believes
the government will have to
construct the FY21 budget in
a way that expenditure is ratio-
nalised and prioritised and all
avenues of revenue generation
are tapped,” it said. 

While rationalising, the
focus of expenditure has to be
on creating direct employment
and putting more money in the
pockets of the people at the
bottom of the pyramid, it said,
adding since their marginal
propensity to consume is close
to one, they are likely to spend
what they receive. 

“This will support the con-
sumption demand. Therefore,
budgetary allocation to heads
such as rural infrastructure,
road construction, affordable
housing and MNREGA must
be prioritised and allocation for
non-merit subsidy/expendi-
ture less critical for growth be
rationalised,” it said.

Also, gross fixed capital
formation (GFCF) has become
government dependent, as
incremental private capex has
been down and out, it said,
adding, despite the fiscal con-
straints, the government has
not shied away from infra-
structure spending in the past
and even resorted to fund
them through extra budgetary
resources. 

Ind-Ra, therefore, believes
the government will continue
to focus on infrastructure
spending and leverage all pos-

sible options — budget, off
budget including National
Infrastructure Investment
Fund, it said. 

Also, since a larger part of
the government capex now
takes place at the state govern-
ment level, it will be important
to keep a tab on the state gov-
ernment capex as well, it added.

With regard to inflation, it
said, retail and wholesale infla-
tion expected to be 3.9 per cent
and 1.3 per cent, respectively as
compared to 4.4 per cent and
1.4 per cent in the current fis-
cal. 

Though oil prices are sta-
ble, retail food inflation after
remaining subdued and in sin-
gle digit for 70 months since
January 2014, entered into
double digits in November
2019 and accelerated to 14.12
per cent in December 2019, it
said. 
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The government on
Wednesday said it has

approved a model pact with
foreign countries for recogni-
tion of seafarers’ competency
certificates.

The decision was taken at
a meeting of the Union Cabinet
chaired by Prime Minister
Narendra Modi here.

This will pave the way for
mutual recognition of mar-
itime education and training of

seafarers by the countries
involved.

“The proposed bilateral
MoU will enable India and
another country with which
such an MoU may be entered,
to mutually recognise mar-
itime education and training,
certificates of competency,
endorsements, documentary
evidence of training and med-
ical fitness certificates, issued to
the seafarers who are citizens of
respective countries,” the
Shipping Ministry said in a

statement.
The pact will facilitate uni-

lateral recognition certificates
issued by the Directorate
General of Shipping to Indian
seafarers by another country,
without seeking similar
acknowledgment by India of
the certificates issued by that
country, it added.

Under the pact, Indian
seafarers will be eligible to be
placed on ships under the flag
of that country for employ-
ment, thus leading to increased

employment opportunities, the
ministry said.

The bilateral MoU would
therefore, make the seafarers of
both the countries to be eligi-
ble for employment on ships of
either party based on the cer-
tificates so recognized, it added.

“The Union Cabinet,
chaired by the Prime Minister
Shri Narendra Modi, has given
its approval for the Model
Memorandum of
Understanding (MoU) for uni-
lateral/bilateral recognition of

Certificates, pursuant to
Regulation 1/10 of
International Convention on
Standards of Training,
Certification and
Watchkeeping (STCW) for
Seafarers, 1978 as amended to
be signed between the
Directorate General of
Shipping, Government of India
and its counterparts in foreign
countries, with the approval of
Minister-in-charge of Shipping
and the Minister of External
Affairs,” the statement said.

Script Open High Low LTP
FORTIS 148.45 153.65 146.40 151.40
HDFCBANK 1249.00 1255.45 1235.00 1240.35
VMART 1910.25 1920.00 1869.00 1878.35
ZEEL 276.40 303.95 272.45 300.25
CANFINHOME 472.95 504.90 447.05 455.95
TATASTEEL 478.10 479.80 473.05 474.80
RELIANCE 1540.55 1546.70 1530.90 1533.10
IBULHSGFIN 305.30 306.05 295.00 296.25
TATAMOTORS 192.10 192.60 184.25 185.55
SBIN 316.60 317.40 313.70 316.10
ICICIBANK 534.70 534.90 521.05 523.00
IDEA 5.97 6.03 5.45 5.63
AXISBANK 719.40 722.60 707.00 712.75
BHARTIARTL 515.00 524.00 507.15 514.35
HDFC 2476.00 2481.20 2412.00 2417.10
RBLBANK 343.00 345.45 332.60 339.10
INFY 765.10 778.00 765.10 769.95
IOC 117.00 117.00 112.30 113.85
MARUTI 7334.20 7370.15 7109.65 7136.35
TCS 2175.50 2210.10 2175.50 2206.50
HAVELLS 595.00 617.80 588.50 599.90
KOTAKBANK 1630.60 1636.05 1576.05 1585.90
UPL 580.05 580.05 553.50 563.10
ASIANPAINT 1818.00 1818.00 1769.60 1778.30
JINDALSTEL 186.80 186.80 177.60 178.90
RAIN 120.00 124.00 117.80 118.80
SUNPHARMA 448.20 454.00 445.40 446.25
ONGC 123.00 123.00 116.00 116.45
VOLTAS 705.00 705.05 692.50 695.10
YESBANK 38.60 39.10 38.00 38.45
COALINDIA 196.50 199.45 191.05 192.00
GRAPHITE 311.00 327.40 311.00 315.90
LT 1310.00 1310.65 1292.40 1294.25
POWERGRID 200.50 202.30 193.10 199.55
AUROPHARMA 498.80 510.90 490.80 497.70
POLYCAB 1121.00 1128.90 986.35 993.95
BAJFINANCE 4170.00 4183.10 4125.00 4140.60
INDUSINDBK 1348.00 1348.70 1323.00 1327.60
JUSTDIAL 579.00 605.50 572.25 599.55
HDFCAMC 3214.70 3261.30 3141.40 3172.05
PFC 107.00 111.90 103.90 109.00
HINDUNILVR 2061.25 2061.25 2028.00 2051.20
DLF 259.10 261.25 255.10 258.20
PIDILITIND 1423.00 1444.00 1420.25 1428.15
GILLETTE 6330.00 6353.80 6288.05 6314.30
PNBHOUSING 558.00 575.50 555.80 570.90
HDFCLIFE 604.95 616.40 602.55 612.75
PIIND 1449.00 1454.20 1435.50 1448.35
TATAGLOBAL 387.10 388.50 382.40 384.80
ICICIPRULI 494.00 511.80 489.00 506.55
NIITTECH 1800.00 1894.30 1800.00 1871.40
RPOWER 2.01 2.14 2.01 2.07
BANDHANBNK 482.90 487.00 474.00 475.45
BANKBARODA 95.30 95.75 93.60 94.25
DISHTV 13.32 14.41 13.26 14.23
NTPC 114.40 115.60 111.70 112.20
INFRATEL 245.00 245.50 235.40 240.95
VEDL 155.50 158.05 152.80 153.15
FEDERALBNK 95.05 95.60 93.40 93.75
PEL 1624.70 1630.40 1587.90 1608.60
NMDC 135.20 135.20 128.80 132.30
LICHSGFIN 481.00 483.00 472.50 476.55
ITC 239.95 239.95 237.05 237.95
HEG 1110.00 1149.00 1105.95 1125.00
SAIL 50.00 50.30 49.20 49.75
GRASIM 772.15 795.80 767.25 792.25
TATAELXSI 958.05 978.90 955.00 960.50
L&TFH 119.10 120.15 116.70 117.10
INDIGO 1465.00 1475.20 1428.95 1468.65
SPICEJET 102.30 102.50 97.50 97.85
PNB 62.75 62.75 60.70 60.95
DRREDDY 3060.00 3105.00 3051.35 3060.05
ADANIENT 225.00 228.10 221.85 225.80
BPCL 464.95 466.80 454.20 455.35
CARERATING 652.90 683.50 652.90 662.05
CGCL 198.90 199.20 195.55 196.50
BEL 105.25 105.25 100.20 100.90
HCLTECH 584.50 595.00 582.30 590.35
ASHOKLEY 86.95 87.25 85.05 85.85
HINDALCO 205.90 207.65 203.00 203.35
AVANTI 713.40 718.00 691.35 696.10
AMARAJABAT 775.00 792.60 769.45 784.05
TORNTPOWER 318.00 322.35 313.05 315.65
ESCORTS 707.55 713.95 701.35 703.50
RNAM 341.05 349.45 340.50 346.20
ACC 1505.00 1536.80 1505.00 1524.35
SBILIFE 966.10 992.75 966.10 982.35
JSWSTEEL 268.35 268.95 264.85 265.80
ULTRACEMCO 4500.00 4539.65 4466.35 4479.80
DMART 1925.00 1930.00 1908.15 1914.20
CANBK 220.80 221.25 216.65 218.85
NATIONALUM 45.65 45.75 45.00 45.50
RAJESHEXPO 728.00 728.00 713.10 716.05
EICHERMOT 21222.10 21265.45 20954.90 21090.60
RECLTD 135.00 136.15 129.60 135.60
TATAMTRDVR 80.25 80.25 76.25 77.45
RAYMOND 688.15 703.55 662.00 673.10
MFSL 536.00 536.00 514.45 519.25
ADANIGREEN 205.00 208.65 194.40 197.55
BHEL 44.10 44.10 43.05 43.40
FORCEMOT 1479.90 1494.35 1442.25 1457.25
DELTACORP 198.50 201.85 193.65 198.55
JUBLFOOD 1768.25 1792.00 1768.25 1773.85
M&M 553.55 556.45 549.30 554.00
HINDPETRO 250.00 252.10 244.20 245.05
BOSCHLTD 15053.60 15070.20 14615.00 14671.35
RELCAPITAL 9.50 10.33 9.46 10.33

OIL 146.55 146.55 137.25 137.70
BAJAJFINSV 9577.75 9600.00 9495.00 9548.55
APOLLOHOSP 1632.45 1663.40 1627.30 1635.10
GRANULES 142.45 149.90 142.00 149.25
JINDALSAW 94.60 99.85 94.20 98.45
NBCC 37.15 37.45 35.50 35.75
WOCKPHARMA 284.45 284.45 276.45 278.35
MCX 1405.00 1414.00 1379.10 1382.85
INDIACEM 87.25 88.10 85.50 86.05
NESTLEIND 15354.00 15585.05 15315.00 15544.40
MINDTREE 897.00 918.20 897.00 906.10
SPARC 187.75 188.80 181.00 182.40
FRETAIL 345.00 347.70 341.25 343.50
IRB 118.00 118.00 113.10 114.15
GNFC 196.45 204.20 194.80 202.75
CADILAHC 270.90 276.60 268.05 269.20
NCC 57.05 58.10 56.50 56.70
NHPC 25.90 27.20 25.20 26.35
TATACHEM 752.00 759.35 747.00 748.95
WIPRO 247.35 251.80 245.45 246.05
TITAN 1185.00 1185.35 1172.45 1177.65
STRTECH 132.50 133.80 127.25 129.25
TECHM 783.00 790.00 776.80 778.10
GAYAPROJ 76.10 77.00 74.25 75.25
GLAXO 1630.00 1634.10 1619.75 1620.15
ITI 100.25 103.00 99.00 99.80
MOTILALOFS 866.10 884.20 852.00 873.55
ICICIGI 1335.00 1342.75 1309.00 1313.55
ADANIPORTS 379.00 385.00 379.00 383.85
ADANIPOWER 62.65 63.35 62.30 62.45
BDL 314.00 322.35 306.60 307.60
ORIENTELEC 211.00 225.85 197.00 212.75
BRITANNIA 3131.60 3137.15 3088.00 3106.15
PRESTIGE 384.95 391.15 372.60 385.80
MOTHERSUMI 138.50 139.30 136.60 138.65
GAIL 127.10 127.65 125.55 125.85
RAMCOCEM 830.00 839.75 820.05 831.40
NAUKRI 2560.00 2570.55 2505.20 2529.40
GLENMARK 355.90 356.25 346.80 350.00
BEML 1005.50 1012.00 990.55 997.65
BIOCON 294.00 297.00 291.50 292.75
TATAPOWER 59.60 60.05 58.95 59.15
RALLIS 234.85 238.00 228.90 231.15
SUNTV 485.70 490.30 475.40 487.30
BERGEPAINT 549.95 551.00 538.25 540.10
CYIENT 462.80 504.25 461.95 484.85
TVSMOTOR 462.35 468.35 455.60 464.55

RCF 52.60 54.20 52.60 53.50
WELCORP 170.05 174.00 165.60 166.60
PHILIPCARB 145.25 147.40 141.00 142.80
DCAL 72.60 79.90 72.50 79.90
SCI 60.45 62.90 59.45 60.90
JAICORPLTD 112.90 112.90 108.00 109.00
M&MFIN 355.00 358.10 348.50 350.35
ADANIGAS 170.15 171.40 165.60 166.80
MGL 1159.00 1163.00 1132.40 1140.25
ABCAPITAL 107.35 109.40 106.45 106.95
NOCIL 121.70 122.70 118.95 119.70
BOMDYEING 87.10 87.20 84.50 84.80
UJJIVAN 343.00 343.00 331.35 332.95
BAJAJ-AUTO 3102.45 3108.00 3071.05 3077.30
RADICO 365.70 367.45 356.00 364.40
OMAXE 158.00 158.00 153.00 154.50
APLLTD 602.00 603.85 585.70 589.75
LUPIN 743.85 745.95 734.95 738.15
SUDARSCHEM 489.90 495.40 472.20 477.60
HEROMOTOCO 2405.25 2420.10 2380.00 2397.75
AMBUJACEM 207.60 212.15 207.60 210.30
INFIBEAM 59.20 59.20 57.25 58.15
MUTHOOTFIN 775.55 775.55 755.70 758.40
EXIDEIND 195.70 198.50 193.85 197.60
IDFCFIRSTB 43.65 43.65 43.00 43.35
JUBILANT 626.00 627.45 607.05 617.60
NATCOPHARM 650.35 671.50 643.50 647.25
IBULISL 135.15 135.15 122.35 125.95
CIPLA 473.05 480.00 470.30 471.75
BHARATFORG 513.00 514.80 500.80 502.90
GODREJCP 730.00 733.65 721.80 726.05
GUJGAS 280.00 282.00 273.45 280.80
PAGEIND 25352.10 25725.35 25313.15 25419.15
MRF 68506.20 68794.50 67505.55 67769.95
COLPAL 1490.15 1493.00 1462.65 1477.90
MANAPPURAM 180.20 181.65 177.10 178.95
GSFC 84.50 88.25 83.05 87.05
DIVISLAB 1870.00 1888.95 1845.80 1854.35
MEGH 62.00 64.35 61.75 62.85
STAR 397.65 400.00 394.85 396.65
PCJEWELLER 23.35 23.40 22.70 23.15
IBREALEST 101.30 101.80 95.55 96.40
BATAINDIA 1787.80 1790.00 1767.00 1773.75
TORNTPHARM 2036.00 2043.35 1995.00 1998.95
CHOLAFIN 317.00 324.35 312.30 317.70

HINDZINC 215.15 216.10 207.55 209.25
KEI 538.35 547.00 505.15 517.90
DCBBANK 184.00 186.30 177.50 180.40
INTELLECT 162.75 171.65 162.65 170.50
ITDC 316.25 327.60 311.45 312.05
BALKRISIND 1090.00 1101.20 1080.05 1097.95
AIAENG 1794.00 1891.60 1725.60 1735.10
IGL 472.00 475.40 469.10 472.00
PVR 1939.00 1939.00 1905.35 1919.85
EQUITAS 104.50 105.75 103.05 103.50
SRTRANSFIN 1091.65 1092.65 1071.45 1074.65
JMFINANCIL 104.45 105.25 100.55 101.75
EIDPARRY 220.75 228.80 218.30 227.60
CASTROLIND 132.15 133.60 129.70 130.50
GMRINFRA 23.05 23.35 22.95 23.00
ISEC 435.00 436.85 427.00 430.95
VRLLOG 266.65 268.90 265.00 265.00
RELINFRA 19.35 20.45 19.35 20.45
SUNTECK 402.70 402.70 380.00 381.15
JBCHEPHARM 487.00 512.00 487.00 497.35
RELAXO 696.20 699.60 677.20 682.30
DBL 417.35 427.55 414.65 418.70
IIFL 174.45 175.00 162.95 165.75
SIEMENS 1555.00 1596.40 1555.00 1577.75
VENKYS 1793.00 1797.80 1755.00 1758.95
DABUR 490.00 493.90 486.30 486.65
BALRAMCHIN 184.50 186.30 183.30 184.65
FINEORG 2218.90 2287.85 2204.55 2242.05
IDBI 36.50 36.50 35.25 35.50
WESTLIFE 388.00 391.00 380.00 381.50
TATACOFFEE 104.20 105.10 100.90 101.95
METROPOLIS 1655.00 1675.00 1621.00 1642.05
WHIRLPOOL 2529.00 2529.00 2380.90 2403.45
CEATLTD 1012.50 1012.95 992.95 999.50
HAL 877.00 896.35 854.10 859.35
PETRONET 270.25 274.50 270.25 270.75
SUZLON 2.55 2.60 2.48 2.53
EDELWEISS 100.00 104.75 100.00 102.10
ASHOKA 120.05 121.60 115.00 115.65
GDL 134.00 137.50 126.05 132.50
BAJAJELEC 392.05 392.05 367.20 383.95
VINATIORGA 2108.10 2140.00 2094.30 2116.55
BBTC 1140.00 1148.25 1121.90 1129.70
CROMPTON 255.00 263.00 252.15 260.90
THERMAX 1047.60 1072.10 1046.00 1056.75
VSTIND 4777.00 4856.45 4468.65 4604.75
GSPL 252.70 254.75 250.20 253.45
CONCOR 551.35 552.00 547.00 550.20
PRSMJOHNSN 67.45 73.15 67.00 71.60
HEIDELBERG 195.80 199.30 194.20 197.25
APOLLOTYRE 174.90 175.15 173.35 174.30
UBL 1273.00 1276.65 1264.00 1268.05
NIACL 160.60 162.20 157.35 159.20
SRF 3610.00 3637.80 3602.55 3608.15
REPCOHOME 346.50 349.40 327.25 333.30
MAXINDIA 79.65 86.80 79.65 85.65
SWANENERGY 120.00 120.15 116.25 117.95
BIRLACORPN 756.00 763.65 739.00 742.05
KANSAINER 523.85 526.00 499.00 511.20
GHCL 210.00 211.45 206.00 207.20
IEX 186.00 186.50 177.90 180.45
AUBANK 892.00 899.00 883.20 886.70
RITES 315.85 320.55 313.55 318.70
GODFRYPHLP 1421.00 1445.00 1406.00 1413.90
MARICO 336.75 336.75 332.35 334.85
VBL 797.90 804.85 777.00 793.50
PERSISTENT 715.00 735.45 715.00 726.55
HFCL 17.70 17.70 16.90 17.05
HUDCO 42.75 42.90 41.20 41.70
DIXON 4224.00 4224.00 4144.10 4158.05
JKTYRE 81.05 82.75 80.20 80.90
GODREJPROP 964.60 965.00 950.45 960.60
KRBL 277.50 286.65 277.50 281.00
COCHINSHIP 428.00 431.00 421.80 426.05
BANKINDIA 67.40 67.85 66.75 67.45
COROMANDEL 598.45 598.55 590.00 595.35
3MINDIA 22238.25 22353.75 22175.20 22269.50
CHAMBLFERT 172.00 174.50 168.50 169.55
MIDHANI 165.20 166.30 162.00 163.80
INDIANB 105.00 106.00 103.40 103.95
DEEPAKFERT 108.40 110.80 106.65 109.85
NAVINFLUOR 1088.00 1098.75 1067.55 1073.50
RESPONIND 92.85 93.25 91.65 92.65
EMAMILTD 336.55 342.75 333.85 335.80
SOUTHBANK 11.25 11.34 11.09 11.11
TV18BRDCST 27.00 27.70 26.30 26.85
TRENT 588.15 605.15 582.05 587.45
HEXAWARE 340.85 341.70 334.15 335.05
NBVENTURES 90.95 91.35 89.05 89.70
WABAG 227.00 227.10 221.00 222.45
APLAPOLLO 1983.00 2017.90 1978.75 1996.65
LINDEINDIA 733.65 742.95 710.35 716.55
SYMPHONY 1185.70 1219.50 1179.50 1195.30
RVNL 24.65 25.10 24.50 24.85
LALPATHLAB 1619.00 1641.90 1589.60 1595.75
GICHSGFIN 161.00 163.95 156.95 157.85
LTI 1915.95 1928.45 1903.55 1924.95
NESCO 756.60 758.10 736.05 741.40
IPCALAB 1230.20 1235.00 1212.75 1229.30
HINDCOPPER 45.30 45.65 44.45 44.60
ZENSARTECH 188.00 198.15 188.00 196.65
PTC 59.50 60.75 59.50 60.50
GICRE 257.40 257.65 247.35 249.25
ALKEM 2359.00 2370.30 2346.80 2361.85
HSCL 68.90 69.65 67.95 68.40
INOXLEISUR 402.30 405.40 397.20 399.20
SHREECEM 23199.95 23232.30 22900.10 22983.60
NLCINDIA 61.10 61.40 56.40 57.40

ABBOTINDIA 12744.00 12744.20 12592.00 12714.70
MINDAIND 388.00 408.00 388.00 402.10
TEJASNET 82.80 84.95 82.00 82.85
FCONSUMER 25.00 25.45 24.35 24.55
IDFC 39.70 39.70 38.25 38.40
KEC 339.70 344.25 329.15 330.50
UNIONBANK 51.80 52.20 51.35 51.50
ADANITRANS 335.20 338.80 330.05 332.70
DALBHARAT 857.45 869.00 840.40 846.35
DEEPAKNI 390.30 396.00 389.80 390.90
INDHOTEL 144.00 145.70 143.50 144.30
OBEROIRLTY 551.00 557.00 543.15 548.40
CESC 750.90 751.00 741.45 748.40
KNRCON 296.95 300.30 282.65 288.65
FINOLEXIND 564.75 569.90 548.20 558.75
CREDITACC 780.00 801.70 776.30 799.15
JAMNAAUTO 45.45 46.00 44.60 45.05
JKCEMENT 1287.05 1304.05 1284.00 1298.15
REDINGTON 118.85 119.00 114.75 115.20
FSL 42.85 43.45 42.80 43.20
ENGINERSIN 100.60 100.85 99.05 99.25
SUPREMEIND 1320.00 1323.25 1295.40 1314.20
MPHASIS 887.90 893.75 882.05 886.30
SJVN 26.70 26.70 25.70 26.00
GESHIP 342.35 348.30 337.85 341.65
ARVINDFASN 429.95 444.15 415.00 416.45
TRIDENT 7.12 7.24 7.12 7.14
LTTS 1627.95 1650.00 1622.30 1630.25
GODREJAGRO 560.60 563.55 544.90 546.30
AAVAS 1962.25 1970.10 1934.90 1944.95
AJANTPHARM 1188.55 1199.00 1178.50 1191.25
KTKBANK 74.00 74.20 73.10 73.55
MMTC 21.70 22.45 21.50 21.80
BASF 1024.05 1027.20 1010.00 1014.50
ORIENTBANK 55.15 55.45 54.10 54.45
PFIZER 4023.00 4075.00 3981.00 3998.90
QUESS 575.45 578.95 567.25 571.55
NH 358.80 362.85 352.00 355.20
LUXIND 1510.00 1549.00 1471.10 1478.40
CUMMINSIND 584.00 587.55 581.00 584.55
JCHAC 2100.55 2243.60 2056.55 2201.50
WELSPUNIND 50.70 50.70 49.50 49.75
ATUL 4350.00 4350.95 4311.00 4325.15
VIPIND 455.20 455.75 447.40 453.35
BAJAJCON 233.50 238.80 231.60 232.35
LEMONTREE 54.45 54.50 52.10 52.35
ASTRAZEN 2542.95 2571.30 2517.95 2531.20
CUB 238.90 240.00 235.95 236.25
JKLAKSHMI 340.60 351.05 337.00 341.00
IRCON 433.00 438.00 426.30 431.05
GREAVESCOT 143.20 144.45 140.25 140.80
ABFRL 233.00 236.80 230.65 235.10
SYNGENE 308.40 318.00 307.10 309.15
CCL 197.80 199.85 196.00 196.75
ASTERDM 164.95 165.70 162.75 164.60
JAGRAN* 68.50 70.00 68.00 69.35
CRISIL 1796.75 1836.10 1795.85 1810.80
SOBHA 446.20 448.15 438.00 440.35
PARAGMILK 152.40 152.90 146.70 148.60
NILKAMAL 1462.00 1497.00 1459.30 1467.70
TNPL 192.90 197.05 192.90 194.50
ERIS 510.00 511.75 503.55 507.05
LAURUSLABS 406.40 406.40 394.45 399.55
CHENNPETRO 148.05 150.60 142.75 143.65
OFSS 2947.50 2970.75 2917.00 2953.10
DCMSHRIRAM 413.20 413.20 400.00 402.55
BAJAJHLDNG 3365.60 3385.80 3340.05 3355.00
GSKCONS 8831.50 8894.00 8800.15 8857.65
PHOENIXLTD 895.00 897.65 888.00 891.00
HONAUT 27300.00 27367.00 26896.00 26987.65
TIMKEN 930.00 937.45 912.50 926.05
ITDCEM 61.55 63.95 60.60 63.05
BRIGADE 226.00 231.30 224.75 227.40
VGUARD 228.00 229.50 224.00 225.05
DHFL 16.05 16.45 15.85 16.35
JYOTHYLAB 155.30 158.95 153.90 157.05
JSL 43.85 44.10 43.00 43.30
IFCI 6.55 6.65 6.45 6.50
BLISSGVS 146.25 147.00 143.25 145.05
GMDCLTD 69.70 69.70 66.10 66.55
ASTRAL 1100.00 1100.00 1076.95 1087.35
SHANKARA 396.00 397.60 386.00 389.05
BALMLAWRIE 125.20 127.15 123.60 124.20
JISLJALEQS 8.00 8.00 7.64 7.69
CENTRALBK 18.40 18.70 18.05 18.55
JSWENERGY 66.20 66.95 66.20 66.50
AMBER 1324.00 1348.80 1324.00 1342.70
MRPL 47.15 47.15 44.80 44.90
TCIEXP 738.70 744.45 738.70 742.90
J&KBANK 29.40 29.40 28.85 28.90
TEAMLEASE 2749.00 2749.00 2655.00 2698.55
JSLHISAR 79.90 80.35 78.10 79.45
CHALET 355.00 362.00 342.35 345.25
BAYERCROP 4190.00 4190.05 4089.50 4112.45
UFLEX 224.60 224.70 220.15 221.75
SCHNEIDER 83.10 83.10 79.30 79.95
TATAMETALI 644.05 646.00 630.65 635.75
TTKPRESTIG 6123.10 6124.00 5985.00 5997.10
HIMATSEIDE 140.50 141.00 136.40 136.95
ORIENTCEM 83.20 86.40 82.70 83.10
MOIL 160.20 160.20 157.00 157.75
CHOLAHLDNG 538.10 543.95 525.00 541.65
SUNDRMFAST 500.25 516.15 500.00 504.00
PGHL 4330.80 4348.70 4310.10 4337.80
NETWORK18 27.90 28.00 27.00 27.80
GODREJIND 439.85 443.80 431.35 435.55
SONATSOFTW 336.30 336.30 330.00 332.20
GPPL 91.70 93.00 89.15 90.00

BLUESTARCO 845.00 845.00 825.60 835.20
CAPPL 296.50 299.85 295.00 296.00
ECLERX 667.50 667.55 655.00 658.90
GRINDWELL 627.00 633.60 615.75 626.55
MAHABANK 13.93 13.93 13.17 13.23
VTL 1050.00 1050.00 1037.40 1042.95
LAXMIMACH 3700.40 3719.35 3631.65 3637.05
TIMETECHNO 59.70 61.00 58.10 58.40
ALLCARGO 104.80 104.80 102.50 102.85
FINCABLES 416.00 417.85 405.70 412.10
KAJARIACER 552.00 553.50 547.05 551.00
SADBHAV 134.70 135.00 130.50 131.50
BLUEDART 2639.95 2702.05 2639.95 2675.00

SANOFI 6687.00 6754.90 6662.00 6669.05
SHOPERSTOP 427.50 428.00 410.80 416.05
MAGMA 66.25 66.35 62.20 64.20
FDC 228.60 228.60 223.45 225.95
GULFOILLUB 819.15 833.00 815.80 827.90
SHRIRAMCIT 1377.00 1399.90 1357.45 1366.60
PGHH 11339.00 11339.00 11195.00 11219.50
PNCINFRA 195.75 195.75 191.00 191.70
IOB 11.51 11.56 11.33 11.37
CENTURYPLY 170.35 170.90 166.55 169.55
EIHOTEL 146.65 149.40 146.65 148.15
VARROC 486.50 490.25 482.00 483.75
KALPATPOWR 448.00 469.95 446.80 449.00
SHK 115.00 115.10 112.00 112.90
TVSSRICHAK 1769.30 1783.35 1750.70 1755.50
ENDURANCE 1065.00 1086.80 1055.00 1072.00
DBCORP 146.05 148.00 141.90 142.35
GALAXYSURF 1500.00 1517.90 1475.25 1487.35
MINDACORP 106.45 106.45 103.70 104.70
ADVENZYMES 185.25 185.25 179.75 180.50
THYROCARE 550.00 557.55 542.75 555.40
RATNAMANI 1221.00 1225.00 1189.25 1206.75
MAHSEAMLES 410.00 410.00 404.00 407.45
GUJALKALI 435.00 435.00 422.05 423.50
IFBIND 680.00 682.15 663.50 669.70
ALBK 18.65 18.70 18.50 18.50
INOXWIND 43.50 44.55 42.45 42.85
TAKE 107.15 107.50 105.00 105.50
GEPIL 680.05 688.40 679.50 680.05
CENTRUM 22.55 22.75 22.15 22.45
ESSELPRO 173.00 174.70 170.85 171.40
MASFIN 908.00 909.40 894.35 898.95
MAHSCOOTER 4350.00 4363.00 4340.00 4346.40
HATHWAY 21.30 21.45 20.65 20.75
ANDHRABANK 17.00 17.15 16.85 16.90
DHANUKA 456.75 464.90 446.10 449.30
AEGISLOG 210.85 212.75 207.50 208.90
STARCEMENT 90.35 90.40 88.70 89.25
INDOSTAR 239.00 241.00 235.10 236.10
UCOBANK 16.25 16.25 16.00 16.05
TATAINVEST 832.90 834.00 822.40 830.00
SIS 502.10 515.00 496.60 503.05
SOLARINDS 1188.00 1208.90 1155.00 1171.10
MAHLOG 424.10 426.05 408.40 415.65
SFL 1416.00 1497.00 1416.00 1487.30
MAHINDCIE 171.60 171.60 168.50 169.55
SYNDIBANK 27.80 27.85 27.35 27.50
KPRMILL 666.60 674.35 662.20 667.75
SUPRAJIT 201.70 205.40 201.25 204.00
KPITTECH 100.05 100.05 95.55 97.35
CERA 2668.35 2699.85 2661.30 2687.30
MHRIL 244.45 244.45 237.10 237.70
VAIBHAVGBL 910.00 929.00 910.00 925.05
LAKSHVILAS 15.85 15.95 15.70 15.75
WABCOINDIA 6423.00 6465.65 6399.00 6409.10
SHILPAMED 269.60 270.00 263.55 264.40
MAHLIFE 414.15 415.00 409.55 413.05
LAOPALA 172.05 172.25 167.65 168.70
TIINDIA 523.95 525.40 522.25 523.70
GARFIBRES 1372.00 1411.15 1360.00 1410.10
TCNSBRANDS 591.00 592.00 585.95 587.30
AKZOINDIA 2015.00 2035.95 2005.10 2012.85
CORPBANK 24.40 24.45 24.20 24.35
SKFINDIA 2166.00 2200.00 2151.00 2174.00
UNITEDBNK 9.00 9.00 8.82 8.84
ZYDUSWELL 1511.75 1516.80 1501.00 1504.20
SOMANYCERA 228.85 229.75 225.05 225.90
GET&D 155.65 155.65 152.60 153.05
CARBORUNIV 338.10 338.10 331.35 336.60
TVTODAY 253.50 257.05 246.30 249.75
HERITGFOOD 365.05 365.05 360.00 360.90
FLFL 408.00 413.75 405.85 408.35
SCHAEFFLER 4573.30 4610.45 4558.40 4597.75

�������	

SCRIP OPEN HIgh LOW LTP CHANGE
NIFTY 50 12218.35 12225.05 12087.90 12106.90 -62.95
ZEEL 278.00 304.00 272.00 298.00 13.90
GRASIM 770.85 799.00 767.10 792.00 20.35
NESTLEIND 15369.00 15585.00 15301.00 15561.80 281.05
TCS 2181.00 2210.00 2173.70 2209.80 38.75
ADANIPORTS 379.95 385.00 379.00 384.00 4.05
HCLTECH 585.20 595.00 581.50 590.20 6.15
INFY 768.45 778.00 766.00 769.80 7.30
SBIN 317.00 317.00 313.70 315.65 1.95
BHARTIARTL 514.75 523.75 506.70 514.55 2.80
YESBANK 38.70 39.00 38.00 38.45 0.10
TITAN 1181.80 1185.95 1172.00 1178.00 1.80
M&M 553.50 556.50 549.00 553.65 0.85
BAJAJFINSV 9590.00 9600.00 9495.00 9545.00 10.70
BAJFINANCE 4186.00 4186.50 4123.35 4143.00 4.40
RELIANCE 1544.00 1546.75 1531.10 1535.25 1.35
EICHERMOT 21160.00 21280.00 20944.00 21070.00 13.45
TECHM 780.00 790.45 776.20 778.55 -0.35
ITC 239.60 239.60 237.10 238.30 -0.15
INFRATEL 244.85 245.00 235.50 240.35 -0.15
HEROMOTOCO2408.70 2410.00 2379.00 2397.10 -1.60
SUNPHARMA 448.40 453.85 445.35 447.00 -0.40
ULTRACEMCO 4505.00 4540.00 4463.00 4477.00 -6.55
DRREDDY 3060.55 3105.05 3047.40 3055.55 -4.90
HINDUNILVR 2063.00 2063.50 2027.20 2051.90 -3.50
BRITANNIA 3125.50 3138.70 3088.90 3105.30 -5.95
HDFCBANK 1248.05 1255.00 1234.40 1241.85 -2.50
IOC 116.65 116.90 111.95 114.55 -0.25
VEDL 155.85 158.25 152.80 153.55 -0.35
WIPRO 248.60 251.95 245.40 246.40 -0.70
TATASTEEL 478.65 479.85 473.20 474.15 -2.00
JSWSTEEL 268.30 269.30 264.75 265.95 -1.30
CIPLA 474.50 480.30 470.25 470.80 -2.60
GAIL 127.20 127.90 125.50 126.05 -0.70
LT 1311.00 1312.00 1292.00 1294.90 -7.45
BAJAJ-AUTO 3105.00 3110.00 3070.10 3074.85 -22.20
INDUSINDBK 1346.35 1348.00 1323.00 1326.05 -10.30
HINDALCO 205.60 207.80 203.00 203.50 -1.65
POWERGRID 200.50 202.35 193.05 198.85 -1.75
AXISBANK 717.00 722.75 706.60 709.30 -8.30
BPCL 465.20 466.45 454.10 456.90 -6.95
ICICIBANK 531.50 534.95 520.75 522.00 -9.05
HDFC 2474.00 2483.35 2412.20 2418.00 -47.45
ASIANPAINT 1815.00 1818.70 1766.85 1773.20 -37.55
KOTAKBANK 1633.20 1637.90 1576.00 1591.00 -34.10
MARUTI 7340.00 7374.95 7107.95 7145.00 -157.65
UPL 582.85 582.85 553.40 560.45 -17.25
TATAMOTORS 191.95 192.50 184.25 185.60 -5.80
NTPC 114.95 115.75 111.50 112.50 -4.65
COALINDIA 199.10 199.40 190.95 191.55 -10.60
ONGC 122.00 122.00 116.00 116.30 -6.45

SE 500B

�������
����	

SCRIP OPEN HIgh LOW LTP CHANGE
NIFTY NEXT 50 28711.35 28742.00 28552.90 28593.00 -24.35
ICICIPRULI 492.00 512.00 488.45 506.90 17.85
NHPC 26.00 27.20 25.15 26.65 0.80
INDIGO 1440.00 1474.95 1428.75 1473.00 34.20
ACC 1507.95 1537.00 1502.10 1525.00 28.90
HDFCLIFE 604.90 616.50 602.65 613.00 11.00
PFC 106.85 111.90 103.85 108.50 1.85
MCDOWELL-N 581.20 590.75 576.65 587.35 9.15
AMBUJACEM 208.90 212.20 208.30 210.00 2.40
PIDILITIND 1423.65 1444.95 1418.80 1429.05 14.30
AUROPHARMA 498.00 510.90 490.80 498.00 4.80
SBILIFE 980.00 992.60 972.00 980.00 7.25
DLF 258.40 261.25 255.00 258.90 1.80
CADILAHC 268.50 276.50 267.75 269.60 1.25
PAGEIND 25320.25 25750.00 25311.25 25386.00 86.05
MOTHERSUMI 138.85 139.25 136.50 138.70 0.25
OFSS 2955.00 2968.95 2917.60 2953.00 3.40
DABUR 489.20 494.00 486.25 487.00 0.00
DMART 1930.00 1932.00 1907.60 1910.00 -2.35
NIACL 161.90 162.55 157.10 160.25 -0.25
UBL 1272.55 1276.95 1263.00 1269.50 -2.35
LUPIN 743.25 746.95 734.65 739.85 -1.30
MARICO 337.70 337.90 332.30 336.00 -0.75
SHREECEM 22960.00 23299.95 22887.00 22891.50 -62.00
CONCOR 551.00 552.95 546.30 550.00 -1.55
BANKBARODA 95.50 95.75 93.50 94.40 -0.35
SIEMENS 1588.00 1595.00 1565.50 1577.15 -5.95
PEL 1617.00 1629.20 1587.00 1604.90 -6.35
BANDHANBNK 479.80 487.50 473.50 474.60 -2.15
PGHH 11262.55 11330.00 11132.00 11200.00 -50.10
BAJAJHLDNG 3375.00 3389.95 3337.30 3354.00 -16.25
GODREJCP 732.55 734.00 722.20 728.00 -3.55
HDFCAMC 3210.00 3262.00 3140.00 3162.00 -17.45
COLPAL 1487.00 1494.15 1461.20 1478.00 -9.15
ASHOKLEY 86.75 87.25 85.00 85.75 -0.55
BIOCON 295.55 297.00 290.10 292.50 -2.15
DIVISLAB 1872.10 1890.65 1843.95 1855.00 -15.80
PNB 62.10 62.20 60.65 60.90 -0.55
SRTRANSFIN 1096.20 1096.20 1071.65 1077.00 -12.40
HINDZINC 213.00 214.70 207.70 209.85 -2.55
ICICIGI 1325.00 1342.90 1308.35 1313.90 -16.05
PETRONET 273.55 274.65 270.40 270.45 -3.65
IBULHSGFIN 305.30 305.95 295.00 296.60 -4.55
HINDPETRO 251.35 252.30 243.90 245.45 -4.00
L&TFH 119.25 120.00 116.75 117.15 -1.95
BERGEPAINT 550.10 551.60 537.50 539.00 -10.45
BOSCHLTD 14979.95 15087.85 14601.00 14650.00 -285.50
NMDC 135.00 135.20 128.65 131.00 -3.20
HAVELLS 604.50 618.60 588.30 599.70 -17.25
GICRE 256.30 257.85 247.55 248.00 -7.70
IDEA 5.95 6.05 5.45 5.60 -0.35
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Adam Schiff was still
speaking — about wit-
nesses, documents,

future presidents and the
impeachment of President
Donald Trump. He’d said it all
before, but five hours into the
Senate trial Tuesday, Schiff,
the lead prosecutor, was saying
it again. Suddenly, from the
Republican side, Sen. James
Risch of Idaho raised his left
hand so Schiff could see it and
pointed, repeatedly, to his
wristwatch. Time’s up, Risch
signaled. 

He was right: It was time to
vote, and — perhaps as impor-
tant — it would soon be time
for dinner. Schiff yielded, and
the senators rose to vote and
then quietly left the chamber.

“The subject matter is
something we’ve all heard,”
Sen. Mike Braun, R-Ind., told
reporters.

The understatement helps
explain what seemed to be a
widespread struggle with atten-
tion late Tuesday as arguments
in the abuse and obstruction
trial stretched into the late
evening. It’s a challenge anyone
who’s served on a jury might
understand, but senators try
not to complain, given the
enormous political stakes of the
trial during the 2020 election
year. About a third of the sen-
ators are up for re-election. The

more senior members are on-
camera during the proceedings.
Anyone falling asleep — and a
few senators looked like they
might have Monday — during
only the third impeachment
trial in history would have
some explaining to do.

The urge to nod off stems
in part from the familiarity of
the arguments. They have all
heard the story of Trump’s
pressure on Ukraine. Only a
handful claim to have not
made up their minds on
whether Trump should be
removed from office. And the
outcome — the impeached
president’s acquittal — seems
clear. Still, the trial is expected
to cover tedious, familiar ter-
ritory six days a week until it is
resolved.

One piece of good news for
the attention-challenged: The
Senate voted Tuesday to trade
12-hour days for 8-hour days
when opening arguments
begin. And both sides are using
audiovisual aides to keep peo-
ple awake. Lawyer Jay Sekulow
did a bit of pointing and rais-
ing his voice at one point late
in the proceedings, which
seemed to perk people up.

But inside the crowded,
tradition-bound chamber, sen-
ators have little to do besides
take notes and listen. Phones
and coffee are banned. So are
talking and passing notes to
each other. There’s no pacing

around the chamber. Snacks are
traditionally frowned upon,
though Sen. Ben Sasse, R-Neb.,
could be seen popping some-
thing into his mouth and chew-
ing as he wrote on a notepad.

Senators in both parties
paid close attention and took
notes, highlighted papers and
listened intently — at least at

first. One of the most prolific
note-takers throughout the
proceedings was Maine Sen.
Susan Collins, a centrist in a
tough reelection fight this year.
Sen. Elizabeth Warren, one of
four Democratic presidential
candidates forced back to the
Senate ahead of the Iowa cau-
cuses, held both a blue pen and

yellow pencil in her right hand
and alternated which she used
to take notes.

Others appeared to strug-
gle to maintain attention as the
hours wore on. Sen. Bernie
Sanders, a presidential hopefuls
who has openly complained
about having to be in
Washington, yawned and at

one point tipped his head back
on his chair. Minnesota Sen.
Amy Klobuchar, another
Democratic presidential can-
didate, appeared to be subtly
chewing something at length,
possibly gum, as Schiff spoke.

A few hours in, the visitors’
galleries were less than half full.
A staff area of the Senate floor

had extra chairs but few peo-
ple sitting there. Senators peri-
odically gazed up into the gal-
leries, a rare occurrence.

“They’ve already presented
their entire case about three
times already, and apparently
we’re going to hear it two or
three more times tonight,” said
Sen. Roy Blunt, R-Mo.
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Pakistan’s leadership has “lim-
ited options” to respond to

India’s decision on Jammu and
Kashmir as many analysts view
that Islamabad has “little cred-
ibility” on the issue given its long
history of covertly supporting
militant groups there, according
to a US Congressional report.

The Congressional
Research Service (CRS) in its
second report on Kashmir in
less than six months also said
that Pakistan’s ability to alter the
status quo through military
action has been reduced in
recent years, meaning that
Islamabad likely must rely pri-
marily on diplomacy.

CRS is the independent
research wing of the US
Congress which prepares peri-
odic reports on issues of inter-
est for US lawmakers so that
they can take informed deci-
sions inside the Congress.
Currently, two resolutions are
pending in the House of
Representatives, one of which is
being sponsored by Indian-
American Congresswoman
Pramila Jayapal.

In its report dated January
13, CRS said that post August 5,
Pakistan “appeared diplomati-

cally isolated”, with Turkey being
the only country to offer solid
and explicit support for
Islamabad’s position.

Ties between India and
Pakistan came under severe
strain after New Delhi revoked
Jammu and Kashmir’s special
status and bifurcated it into two
Union Territories on August 5,
evoking strong reactions from
Islamabad.

Pakistan has been trying to
rally international support
against India on the issue.
However, India has maintained
that the move was “entirely an
internal matter”.

The 25-page report said
that Pakistan called for a UNSC
session and, with China’s sup-
port, the Council met on August
16 to discuss Kashmir for the
first time in more than five
decades, albeit in a closed-door
session that produced no formal
statement.

“Many analysts view
Islamabad as having little cred-
ibility on Kashmir, given its long
history of covertly supporting
militant groups there. Pakistan’s
leadership has limited options to
respond to India’s actions, and
renewed Pakistani support for
Kashmiri militancy likely would
be costly internationally,” it said.

“Pakistan’s ability to alter the
status quo through military
action has been reduced in
recent years, meaning that
Islamabad likely must rely pri-
marily on diplomacy,” the CRS
said.

“Given also that Pakistan
and its primary ally, China,
enjoy limited international cred-
ibility on human rights issues,
Islamabad may stand by and
hope that self-inflicted damage
caused by New Delhi’s own
policies in Kashmir and, more
recently, on citizenship laws, will
harm India’s reputation and
perhaps undercut its recent
diplomatic gains with Arab
states such as Saudi Arabia and
the UAE,” it said.

According to CRS, the long-
standing US position on
Kashmir is that the issue should
be settled through negotiations
between India and Pakistan
while taking into consideration
the wishes of the Kashmiri peo-
ple.

“The Trump
Administration has called for
peace and respect for human
rights in the region, but its crit-
icisms have been relatively
muted,” it noted.

With key US diplomatic
posts vacant, some observers

worry that the US government’s
capacity to address South Asian
instability is thin, and the US
President’s July offer to “medi-
ate” on Kashmir may have con-
tributed to the timing of New
Delhi’s moves, it said.

The United States seeks to
balance pursuit of a broad US-
India partnership while uphold-
ing human rights protections, as
well as maintaining cooperative
relations with Pakistan, the
report said.

CRS said that following
India’s August 2019 actions,
numerous Members of the US
Congress went on record in sup-
port of Kashmiri human rights.
H.Res. 745, introduced in
December and currently with 40
co-sponsors, urges the Indian
government to end the restric-
tions on communications in
Jammu and Kashmir, it said.

An October hearing on
human rights in South Asia held
by the House Subcommittee on
Asia, the Pacific, and
Nonproliferation included
extensive discussion of devel-
opments in Jammu and
Kashmir. In November, the
Tom Lantos Human Rights
Commission held an event titled
“Jammu and Kashmir in
Context.”
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Senior US diplomat Alice
Wells has renewed the crit-

icism of the USD 60 billion
China-Pakistan Economic
Corridor (CPEC), emphasising
that there is no transparency in
the projects and it will increase
cash-strapped Pakistan’s debt
burden.

Speaking at an event here
on Tuesday during her four-day
visit to Pakistan, the Principal
Deputy Assistant Secretary of
State for South and Central
Asia also said that companies
blacklisted by the World Bank
have got contracts under the
CPEC.

The CPEC is a planned
network of roads, railways and
energy projects linking China’s
resource-rich Xinjiang Uyghur
Autonomous Region with
Pakistan’s strategic Gwadar
Port on the Arabian Sea.

Wells had in November last
year urged Pakistanis to ask
“tough questions” to China on
the CPEC, saying the project is
going to take a toll on the coun-
try’s economy.

The CPEC was launched in
2015 when Chinese President
Xi Jinping visited Pakistan and

it now envisages investment of
over USD 60 billion in differ-
ent projects of development in
Pakistan.

Wells said that there was no
transparency in the CPEC pro-
jects and Pakistan’s debt burden
was growing due to the Chinese
financing, a report in the Dawn
newspaper said.

Criticising the CPEC, she
urged Pakistan to rethink its
involvement in it.

The US diplomat also
questioned the immunity from
prosecution for the newly
formed CPEC Authority that
served as the focal body work-
ing to identify new areas of
cooperation and projects,
besides facilitation, coordina-
tion and monitoring of ongo-
ing projects.

Talking about Pakistan’s
debt issue, Wells insisted that
Chinese money was not an
assistance.

By getting Chinese financ-
ing for the projects, Pakistan
was buying expensive loans and
as a buyer it needed to be aware
that what it was doing would
take a heavy toll on its already
struggling economy.

Previously, Wells had said,
“We hope Pakistanis will ask

Beijing tough questions on
debt, accountability, fairness
and transparency... Ask the
Chinese government why it is
pursuing a development model
in Pakistan, that significantly
deviates from what brought
China its own economic suc-
cess.”

Wells’ recent remarks were
made after Pakistan Foreign
Minister Shah Mahmood
Qureshi sought closer engage-
ment and a robust trade and
investment relationship
between Pakistan and the US
during his recent visit to
Washington.

Qureshi had also sought
help from the US to get the
country off the Financial
Action Task Force’s (FATF)
grey list.

The US has been critical of
the CPEC. Some of the projects
had already been completed
but others were facing delays as
Pakistan and China are work-
ing on operational and funding
details. 

The diplomat also touched
on the cost escalation in a rail-
ways project linking Karachi
with Peshawar. She urged the
government to be transparent
about the mega project.
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Hillary Clinton launched a
scathing attack on presi-

dential hopeful Bernie Sanders,
her rival for the 2016
Democratic nomination, telling
a documentary that “nobody
likes him.”

The former US secretary of
state also refused to say
whether she would endorse and
campaign for Sanders if he
becomes the Democrats’ choice
to take on President Donald
Trump in November’s elec-
tion.

Her comments on Tuesday
drew the ire of Sanders’ sup-
porters, who called on Clinton
to support the candidate the
party backs in their bid to
remove Trump from the White
House.

“He was in Congress for
years. He had one senator sup-
port him,” Clinton says in a
four-part series due to air on
streaming site Hulu in March.

“Nobody likes him,
nobody wants to work with
him, he got nothing done. He
was a career politician.

“It’s all just baloney and I
feel so bad that people got
sucked into it,” she adds.

Sanders, a leftist senator
from Vermont, is among the
leaders in the race for the 2020
Democratic presidential nom-
ination. He sits second in
national polls behind centrist
Joe Biden and ahead of
Massachusetts senator
Elizabeth Warren, two weeks
before the first nomination
vote in Iowa. Sanders, 78,
pushed 72-year-old Clinton to
the wire four years ago in an
acrimonious, months-long bat-
tle for the party’s nomination.
Clinton won that race but lost
to Trump.

She has criticized Sanders
and his supporters for not suf-
ficiently backing her in the
presidential vote.

Interviewed by The
Hollywood Reporter about the
documentary, Clinton stopped
short of saying she would sup-
port Sanders if he won the
nomination this year.

“I’m not going to go there
yet. We’re still in a very vigor-
ous primary season,” she said.

But in a tweet on Tuesday
night, Clinton expanded on her
position.

“I thought everyone want-
ed my authentic, unvarnished
views! But to be serious, the
number one priority for our
country and world is retiring
Trump, and, as I always have,
I will do whatever I can to sup-
port our nominee,” she wrote.

Sanders played down the
attack in the documentary,
telling reporters that he was
focused on Trump’s impeach-
ment trial, which kicked off in
earnest Tuesday.
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Gotabaya Rajapaksa wants a
probe into the disappear-

ances of over 20,000 people in
the country’s brutal civil war
with Tamil Tiger rebels, his
office has said in a clarification
after the Sri Lankan President
declared the missing persons
“dead” in a first-ever admission
to a UN official.

Gotabaya Rajapaksa, the
former wartime defence secre-
tary who played a key role in
ending Sri Lanka’s nearly 30-
year civil war with the Tamil
separatist rebels, told UN
Resident Coordinator Hanaa
Singer last week that after the
necessary investigations are
completed steps would be
taken to issue death certificates
to the missing persons.

The President’s office has
said Gotabaya Rajapaksa had
explained to the UN official
that he will have the matter
investigated, but added, “how-
ever I can’t bring back the
dead”.

The President told the UN
official that as a result of the
census carried out by the gov-
ernment at the end of the con-
flict in 2009, it had emerged
that most of the missing per-
sons had been conscripted by
the LTTE, the statement said.

“Their families attest to
being witnesses of their loved
ones being taken by the LTTE.
However, thereafter they do not

have any information as to their
fate. Therefore, as far as they are
concerned these people are
missing,” the statement quoted
the Sri Lankan president as say-
ing.

“The unfortunate truth is
that these people had died
during the battles. Even in the
security forces there are about
4,000 personnel listed as miss-
ing. But in reality these people
had died during the fights,
but their bodies had not been
recovered,” it said.

Rajapaksa told the UN
official that after the conclusion
of the necessary investigations,
steps would be taken to issue
death certificates and after that
the families would be given the
necessary support to rebuild
their lives.

According to the govern-
ment figures, over 20,000 peo-
ple are missing due to various
conflicts including the three-

decade separatist war with
Lankan Tamils in the north and
east which claimed at least
100,000 lives.

The Tamils alleged that
thousands were massacred dur-
ing the final stages of the war
that ended in 2009 when the
government forces killed
Liberation Tigers of Tamil
Eelam (LTTE) chief Velupillai
Prabhakaran.

The Sri Lankan Army
denies the charge, claiming it as
a humanitarian operation to rid
the Tamils of LTTE’s control.

At the end of the civil war,
the United Nations accused
both sides of atrocities, espe-
cially during the conflict’s final
stages.

International rights groups
claim at least 40,000 ethnic
Tamil civilians were killed in
the final stages of the war, but
the government has disputed
the figures.
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China will not stop opening
up despite many others

resorting to protectionism and
it is wrong to blame “econom-
ic globalisation” for problems of
a country, Chinese Vice
Premier Han Zheng has said.

He also called for building
“an inclusive and open world
economy” that will “make the
pie bigger” for everyone.

In a special address at a ple-
nary session here at the WEF

2020, Zheng said China will
not follow others towards more
protectionism.

Blaming the economy’s
problems on globalisation nei-
ther reflects the facts nor pro-
vides a solution, he said, while
asserting that China intends to
continue to work closely with
multilateral institutions.

He reaffirmed China’s
commitment to continued
global economic integration
and multilateral institutions
even amid growing interna-

tional tension.
“Despite the protectionist

and unilateral moves by some
countries, China will not stop
opening up. We will not follow
in the footsteps of those mov-
ing in the opposite direction,”
he said.

He noted that globalism is
both an underlying trend and
a driver of economic growth in
today’s world.

Economic uncertainty
engenders greater friction in
terms of trade and investment,

but protectionism is not a good
remedy, he said.

“All countries feel pres-
sure, but to simply blame eco-
nomic globalisation does not
reflect the facts – nor does it
help solve the problem,” he
noted. The vice-premier also
stressed the need to work with
multilateral institutions such as
the United Nations, the G20,
the World Trade Organization
and others on issues of eco-
nomic development, poverty
alleviation, the Sustainable

Development Goals and cli-
mate change.

He also ran through a
litany of recent and future pol-
icy changes designed to facili-
tate both imports and foreign
investment. “Openness is a
trademark of today’s China,” he
said.

Han called the World
Economic Forum’s 1 Trillion
Trees Initiative “highly valu-
able” and pledged to share
China’s expertise in reforesta-
tion.
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Amrit Singh, an Indian-
American law enforcement

officer, has scripted history by
becoming the first-ever turban-
wearing Sikh to be sworn in as
Deputy Constable in Harris
County in the US state of
Texas.

Singh, 21, will be the first
in his profession to wear his
articles of faith - a turban,
beard, and uncut hair in the
line of duty.

It was a historic day on
Tuesday as Singh’s swearing-in
coincided with the adoption of
a new policy that allows law
enforcement officers in nearly
every single Harris County
Constable’s Office to wear arti-
cles of their faith while in uni-
form. For Sikhs, that means

being able to wear a turban and
beard while on duty.

Singh always wanted to
work as a peace officer. He
spent years in law enforcement
explorer programmes and five
months in a police training
academy.

“Growing up, I always
wanted to be a deputy and my
Sikh faith was also very impor-
tant to me,” Singh said.

“Constable Alan Rosen was
the first one to give me a call-
back. He opened this agency
with open arms for me,” he
said.

Speaking at Singh’s swear-
ing-in ceremony, Precinct 1
Constable Rosen said the coun-
ty’s eight constables supported
accommodations for Sikhs to
serve while adhering to their
religion.

“As a man of the Jewish
faith, I know how it feels to be
religiously targeted and how
important it is to teach inclu-
sion, understanding and toler-
ance,” Rosen said, standing in
front of representatives from
the county’s other constable
offices.

“To me, wearing a
yarmulke or him wearing a tur-
ban really doesn’t impact the
quality of work he’s going to do.
It should have zero impact on
public safety or what job we do.
Are you going to care if the per-
son showing up to your door to
help save you has a turban or
yarmulke? You’re not. You’re
just happy they’re there to save
you and keep you safe,” the offi-
cer said.

Singh will now go on to
months of field training, after

which he will be assigned to
patrol within Precinct One.

In 2015, Harris County
made national headlines after
sheriff ’s deputy Sandeep
Dhaliwal fought for and won
the rights to wear his turban
and beard on duty.

At the time of the deputy’s
murder last year, just a few
dozen law enforcement agen-
cies across the United States —
and the US Army — had uni-
form policies with religious
accommodations allowing
Sikhs to serve in accordance
with their faith.

“Legacy of Dhaliwal is not
far removed, it clearly recog-
nised and acknowledge his
service and this is a gift that
continues to give in his recog-
nition and legacy,” said Bobby
Singh, a Sikh community

leader.
In 2009, Dhaliwal was the

first Sikh to join the Harris
County Sheriff ’s Office and in
2015, he became the first Sikh
law enforcement officer to be
allowed to wear his articles of
faith in uniform. He was shot
and killed during a traffic stop
last year.

“We honour his legacy by
honouring his faith here today,”
Rosen said.

In the months since
Dhaliwal’s death, law enforce-
ment agencies in California,
Washington and in Texas have
signalled willingness to change
their policies, said Manpreet
Singh of the Sikh Coalition,
which advocates for religious
accommodations for minority
communities in public and
private sectors.
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The Saudi embassy in
Washington has dismissed

suggestions the kingdom
hacked the phone of
Washington Post owner Jeff
Bezos, as media reports linked
the security breach to a
WhatsApp message from an
account of Crown Prince
Mohammed bin Salman.

The 2018 intrusion into the
device led to the release of inti-
mate images of Amazon
founder Bezos, whose Post
newspaper employed as a con-
tributing columnist Jamal
Khashoggi, a Saudi journalist
murdered later that same year
at Riyadh’s consulate in
Istanbul.

“Recent media reports that
suggest the Kingdom is behind
a hacking of Mr Jeff Bezos’

phone are absurd,” the Saudi
Arabian embassy said on its
Twitter account on Tuesday.

“We call for an investiga-
tion on these claims so that we
can have all the facts out.” Late
Tuesday, The Washington Post
reported that a United Nations
investigation will report on
Wednesday that Bezos’s cell
phone was hacked after he got
the WhatsApp message from
an account purportedly belong-
ing to Prince Mohammed, the
kingdom’s de facto ruler.

Soon after the message
was sent, a massive amount of
data was extracted from Bezos’s
phone, the Post said investiga-
tors concluded.

The Guardian earlier
reported that the encrypted
message from the number used
by Prince Mohammed is
believed to have included a

malicious file that infiltrated
Bezos’s phone, according to a
digital forensic analysis.

The two men were having
a seemingly friendly WhatsApp
exchange when the unsolicited
file was sent, according to
sources cited by The Guardian.

Bezos hired Gavin de
Becker & Associates to find out
how his intimate text mes-
sages and photos made their
way into the hands of the
National Enquirer, which
reported on the Amazon
chief ’s extramarital affair, lead-
ing to his divorce.

In March last year de
Becker said he concluded that
Saudi Arabian authorities
hacked the Amazon chief ’s
phone to access his personal
data.

“Our investigators and sev-
eral experts concluded with

high confidence that the Saudis
had access to Bezos’ phone, and
gained private information,”
de Becker wrote on The Daily
Beast website at the time.

But de Becker did not
specify which part of the Saudi
government he was blaming for
the hack, and gave few details
about the investigation that
led him to the conclusion that
the kingdom was responsible.

In December a Saudi court
exhonerated Prince
Mohammed’s top aides over the
murder of Khashoggi, a verdict
condemned globally as a trav-
esty of justice but backed by
Washington.

Both the CIA and United
Nations special envoy Agnes
Callamard have directly linked
Prince Mohammed to the
killing, a charge the kingdom
vehemently denies.
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The UN Security Council
called Tuesday on Libya’s

warring sides to quickly reach
a ceasefire that would pave the
way for a political process
aimed at ending conflict in the
oil-rich state.

The United Nations meet-
ing followed up on a weekend
Libya summit held in Berlin,
which saw the formation of a
military commission that is
supposed to define ways of
consolidating a cessation of
hostilities.

It is to comprise five
members each from the UN-
recognised government in
Tripoli and its opponents loyal
to military strongman Khalifa
Haftar.

“The members of the
Security Council urged the

Libyan parties to engage con-
structively in the five + five
military commission in order
to conclude a ceasefire agree-
ment as soon as possible,”
the Council said.

The North African coun-
try has been torn by fighting
between rival armed factions
since a 2011 NATO-backed
uprising kil led dictator
Moamer Kadhafi and toppled
his regime.

Since April last year the
UN-recognized Government
of National Accord (GNA) in
Tripoli has fought back against
an offensive by fighters loyal
to Haftar, who is supported by
several countries including
Russia, Egypt, the United
Arab Emirates and France.

The day before the inter-
national conference Haftar’s
forces blocked oil exports

from Libya’s main ports.
The move to cripple the

country’s primary income
source was to protest Turkey’s
decision to send troops to
shore up Haftar’s rivals.

The military commission
is expected to meet in the
coming days, according to
the UN, tasked with turning
an existing fragile ceasefire
into a permanent truce as
requested by the internation-
al leaders in Berlin.

The ceasefire was co-
sponsored by Russia and
Turkey and has broadly held
since it went into effect on
January 12. The summit was
attended by the presidents of
Russia, Turkey, France and
Egypt, as well as US Secretary
of State Mike Pompeo and UN
chief Antonio Guterres.

GNA leader Fayez al-

Sarraj and Haftar were also
there but refused to meet. The
conference failed to get the
two rivals to commit to a per-
manent truce.

At the summit the main
countries concerned promised
to no longer interfere in
Libyan affairs and to respect
an arms embargo imposed in
2011 but which has been vio-
lated.

At the end of the Security
Council meeting, Guterres
told reporters that “there’s
still a long way to go.” 

He said truce violations
have not been widespread.

“We need to move to a
ceasefire, and from the cease-
fire, we need to move to a real
political process and we are
not yet there.” Haftar insists
his military campaign is
aimed at battling Islamists.
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The death toll in China’s
novel coronavirus virus has

gone up to nine with the con-
firmed infection cases sharply
rising to 440, the health author-
ities said on Wednesday, warn-
ing that the disease could
spread further in the ongoing
Chinese holiday season during
which millions travel at home
and abroad.

The coronavirus is a large
family of viruses that causes ill-
nesses ranging from the com-
mon cold to acute respiratory
syndromes, but the virus that
has killed people in China is a
novel strain and not seen
before.

Common symptoms of the
novel coronavirus strain
include respiratory symptoms
such as fever, cough, shortness

of breath and breathing diffi-
culties, according to the WHO.

The Chinese health author-
ities announced on Wednesday
that 440 confirmed cases of
pneumonia caused by a novel
coronavirus (2019-nCoV) had
been reported in 13 provincial-
level regions in the country by
the end of Tuesday.

The cases had resulted in
nine deaths, all in central
China’s Hubei Province, Li Bin,
deputy director of the National
Health Commission told at a
press conference here on
Wednesday.

Altogether 149 new con-
firmed cases were reported on
Tuesday, Li added.

Li said China was now at
the “most critical stage” of pre-
vention and control following
confirmation that that human-
to-human transmission of the

virus had taken place.
The official said there was

evidence that the disease was
“mainly transmitted through
the respiratory tract”.

Overseas, one case has
been confirmed in Japan, three
in Thailand, and one in Korea.
The first case of the virus has
now been reported in US with
official confirmation that a
person arrived from the
Chinese city of Wuhan, the epi-
centre of the virus.

The patient was hospi-
talised on Sunday, after arriv-
ing in Seattle from Wuhan on
January 15, officials at the US
Centres for Disease Control
and Prevention (CDC) sad.

Li said the figures from the
commission show a total of
2,197 close contacts have been
traced. A total of 1,394 are
under medical observation

while 765 people have been dis-
charged. All of the deaths were
reported in central Hubei
province, where the virus first
appeared in the city of Wuhan.

China yet to confirm the
exact source of the virus.

“Though the transmission
route of the virus is yet to be
fully understood, there is a pos-
sibility of virus mutation and a
risk of further spread of the epi-
demic,” Li said.

The warning comes as mil-
lions of people across China are
travelling within the country
and abroad for the Lunar New
Year week-long holiday. The
holiday season began on
January 10 and would last for
40 days. Officially, China will
declare week-long holiday from
January 24.

The Wuhan Health
Commission said it would

authorise medical institutions
to quarantine all patients and
people in close contact with
them as a prevention and con-
trol measure, Li said.

On Tuesday, the National
Health Commission (NHC)
upgraded the coronavirus to a
Class B infectious disease, but
said it would use the stricter
control measures for a Class A
disease to handle the outbreak,
meaning any infection nation-
wide must be reported within
two hours and monitored.

Meanwhile, the World
Health Organization (WHO),
which is holding an emer-
gency meeting on Wednesday,
will consider declaring an inter-
national public health emer-
gency over the virus - as it did
with swine flu and Ebola.

Such a declaration, if made,
will be seen as an urgent call for

a coordinated international
response in view of fears that
millions of Chinese are travel-
ling at home and abroad for the
Chinese New Year and Spring
Festival holidays starting from
January 24.

The week-long festival trig-
gers biggest mass migration,
clogging road, rail and air net-
works every year.

India has already issued a
travel warning. Several coun-
tries started screening trav-
ellers coming from China,
especially from Wuhan to
detect symptoms like fever.

Chinese Foreign Ministry
spokesman Geng Shuang con-
firmed on Monday about
Chinese official’s attendance
at the emergency meeting of
the International Health
Regulation (IHR) called by the
WHO.
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North Korea will ban foreign
tourists to protect itself

against a new SARS-like virus
that has claimed at least nine
lives in China and sickened
hundreds, a major tour opera-
tor said.

Several nations including
the US have stepped up checks
on airport passengers to detect
the coronavirus, which first
emerged in the central Chinese
city of Wuhan, but a ban on
tourists would be a first.

The virus has caused alarm
in China and abroad because of
its genetic similarities to Severe
Acute Respiratory Syndrome
(SARS), which killed nearly 650
people across mainland China
and Hong Kong in 2002-2003.

The vast majority of for-
eign tourists to North Korea are
Chinese, and their numbers
have swelled significantly in the
last year as relations between
Beijing and Pyongyang have
warmed, generating vital for-
eign currency for the isolated
country.

But as of Wednesday,
North Korea will “temporarily
close its borders to all foreign
tourists as a precaution to the
coronavirus”, Chinese-based
specialist operator Young
Pioneer Tours said in a state-
ment.

Exact details had yet to be
confirmed, it added.

Koryo Tours, the market
leader for Western visitors,

said it had been “informed that
action was being considered”
and was expecting more infor-
mation Wednesday.

Pyongyang has taken sim-
ilar action in the past — it
closed its borders to foreign
tourists for more than four
months from October 2014 in
a bid to keep out the Ebola
virus, even though no cases had
been reported in Asia.

It enforced a 21-day quar-
antine period on anyone enter-
ing the country, including for-
eign diplomats and business-
people.

Pyongyang’s official
Rodong Sinmun newspaper
did not mention any North
Korean action over the virus
Wednesday but reported on the
outbreak in China, saying it
had “spread rapidly” and that
authorities in its giant neigh-
bour were taking “correspond-
ing measures”.

The North has poor med-
ical infrastructure and a chron-
ic shortage of medicines.

When South Korea suf-
fered from the world’s largest
outbreak of Middle East
Respiratory Syndrome, or
MERS, in summer 2015, the
North reportedly prohibited
its diplomats and workers over-
seas from returning to their
homeland for months to pre-
vent the spread of the virus.

Pyongyang also suspended
foreign tours for three months
due to fears over SARS in
2003.
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The emergence of a SARS-
like virus in China is the

last thing Hong Kong’s strug-
gling economy needs, analysts
say, as the city reels from the
twin storms of the global trade
war and months of political
unrest.

The semi-autonomous
financial hub is currently on
high alert for any appearance of
the new coronavirus, which
first surfaced in the Chinese
city of Wuhan and has since
spread to the United States and
around Asia.

In 2003, nearly 300 people
were killed in Hong Kong dur-
ing an outbreak of Severe Acute
Respiratory Syndrome (SARS),
which also began on the main-
land and hammered the city’s
economy as tourists arrivals
plunged.

“We are on extreme high
alert and preparing for the
worst,” chief secretary Matthew
Cheung told reporters on
Tuesday. “We have not lowered
our guard.” The timing could
hardly be worse.

Hong Kong has been

tipped into a recession by the
US-China trade war and
months of seething pro-
democracy protests that have
upended its reputation for sta-
bility.

On Monday, Moody’s
downgraded Hong Kong’s
credit rating, saying the gov-
ernment had failed to respond
to the economic and political
demands of protesters and that
China’s increased influence was
undermining the city’s once-
vaunted institutions.

A disease outbreak in the
densely packed city would only
add to current economic woes.

“This is definitely the last
thing Hong Kong people want
to see,” said Jackson Wong, an
asset management director at
Amber Hill Capital Ltd. “The
current situation will definite-
ly remind investors about what
we suffered in 2003 during the
SARS outbreak in Hong Kong,”
he added.

Hong Kong’s stock market
sank on Tuesday — with
tourism-linked stocks leading
the losses — after a top Chinese
scientist said the Wuhan virus
has now been found to pass

between humans.
The brewing crisis comes

days before the Lunar New Year
holiday, which sees hundreds of
millions of people travel across
China and overseas.

The number of mainland
Chinese travelling to Hong
Kong has dropped dramatical-
ly since the anti-government
protests began last summer,
and there are fears the Wuhan
virus will only make things
worse for the battered tourist
industry.

“Hotel, catering and
tourism have borne the brunt
of the recession and now this
situation is like rubbing salt
into the wounds,” Dickie Wong,
executive director of research at
Kingston Securities, told AFP.

“It will deal a heavy blow to
the city’s economic atmos-
phere. The impact of the polit-
ical unrest sparked by the
extradition bill (protests) has
not yet ended.” Hong Kong’s
health authorities are taking
few chances in a bid to stave off
a repeat of the SARS epidem-
ic.

Monitoring for people with
fevers has been ramped up at
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the airport and local hospitals
to include anyone coming from
Hubei province, not just its cap-
ital city Wuhan.

More than 100 people who
have come back from the
region and reported flu-like
symptoms have been isolated
and treated, although none
have yet tested positive for the
new strain.

But the spread of con-
firmed cases in multiple
Chinese cities, including neigh-
bouring Shenzhen, has put
Hong Kong on edge with face
masks rapidly selling out.

Isolation wards and doc-
tors are on standby.

The SARS outbreak dra-
matically transformed Hong
Kong into a place where the

population is now far more
conscious of contagion and
hygiene standards.

Door handles and lift but-
tons in the city’s myriad sky-
scrapers are routinely sterilised
multiple times a day, while an
unguarded sneeze on the
crowded subway can cause
neighbouring commuters to
scramble for distance.
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Lawyers for a Chinese tele-
coms executive seeking to

avoid extradition to the US
stepped up attacks Tuesday on
the fraud charges she faces.

Meng Wanzhou, the chief
financial officer of tech giant
Huawei and eldest daughter of
its founder Ren Zhengfei, is
wanted by US authorities for
alleged fraud related to sanc-
tions against Iran. Her arrest in
Canada caused a rift its rela-
tions with China.

The US alleges she lied to
the bank HSBC about Huawei’s
relationship with its Iran-based
affiliate Skycom, putting the
bank at risk of violating US
sanctions against Tehran.

Meng has denied the alle-
gations. She has been out on
bail, living in one of her two
Vancouver luxury homes for
the past year.

To secure her freedom,
however, the “princess of

Huawei” must convince Judge
Heather Holmes that the US
charges would not stand up in
Canada and are politically
motivated.

In a high-security court-
room specially built for the
prosecution of Canadian sus-
pects in the 1985 Air India
bombing, defense lawyer Eric
Gottardi said that if Canada
were to agree to hand over
Meng to US authorities, “We’d
be allowing a foreign state to
criminalize conduct in Canada”
that is not illegal in this coun-
try.

“The international com-
munity has rejected the very
(US) sanctions that ground
the accusations in this case,” he
said on the second day of a five
day extradition hearing.

“Sanctions aren’t meant to
punish illegal acts by individ-
uals. They’re meant to influ-
ence state behaviour,” he added.

On Monday, defense attor-
neys argued that the US was

abusing its treaty with Canada
by asking it to nab Meng for
prosecution as part of a cam-
paign that Huawei chief exec-
utive Ren Zhengfei surmised
aims to crush China’s largest
international company.

They argued that Meng’s
misrepresentations, if they
occurred, do not amount to
fraud, and that Canada repu-
diated the US sanctions against
Iran.

“Would we be here in the
absence of US sanctions? Our
response is no,” lead defense
lawyer Richard Peck told a
packed courtroom.

Since HSBC would not be
prosecuted in Canada for being
“duped” into violating the sanc-
tions, he said, it also cannot be
said that it suffered harm —
proof of which is required for
a fraud conviction under
Canadian law.

The hearing is scheduled to
last until Friday.

The defense is expected to

wrap up its arguments Tuesday
or Wednesday, and then
lawyers for Canada’s attorney
general on behalf of the US
Justice Department will present
their case.

A second phase is sched-
uled for June.

In order to win extradition,
the Crown must demonstrate
that the US accusations against
Meng would be considered a
crime in Canada if they’d
occurred here. This is a key test
referred to as double criminal-
ity. Government lawyers assert
that Huawei controlled the
operations of Skycom in Iran;
that its staff used Huawei email
accounts and security badges;
and its bank accounts were
controlled by Huawei.

Meng, however, told HSBC
executives in a presentation in
Hong Kong in 2013 that
Huawei no longer owned
Skycom and that she had
resigned from that company’s
board.
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Davos (PTI): With weak or stolen passwords accounting for an aver-
age of four out of five global data breaches, a new study has said it
is safer not to have a password.

The new report released by the World Economic Forum, here
during its 2020 annual meeting, said that freeing ourselves of pass-
words will actually make individuals safer and businesses more effi-
cient.

Cybercrime is set to cost the global economy USD 2.9 million
every minute in 2020, and some 80 per cent of these attacks are pass-
word-related.

Knowledge-based authentication – whether with PINs, pass-
words, passphrases, or whatever we need to remember – is not only
a major headache for users, it is costly to maintain, the study found.

For larger businesses, it is estimated that nearly 50 per cent of
IT help desk costs are allocated to password resets, with average annu-
al spend for companies now at over USD 1 million for staffing alone.

“Passwordless authentication does not mean removing all secu-
rity barriers to our digitalized society. It means harnessing tools such
as artificial intelligence and machine learning to save users time and
save company money,” the WEF said.

“With the growing availability of biometrics and next-genera-
tion technology, consumers are demanding a better digital experi-
ence while wanting to be secure online,” said Adrien Ogee, Project
Lead, Platform for Shaping the Future of Cybersecurity and Digital
Trust, World Economic Forum.  “Better authentication practices are
not just possible they are a necessity.”

The report, produced in collaboration with the FIDO Alliance,
has suggested five top passwordless authentication technologies, ready
for implementation by global companies. They are biometrics, behav-
ioural analytics, zero-knowledge proofs, QR codes and security keys.
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France, Germany announced
on Wednesday that they are

joining forces with investment
giant BlackRock to speed up
attracting capital to invest in pro-
jects fighting against climate
change in developing countries.

The Climate Finance
Partnership (CFP) brings togeth-
er BlackRock, the world’s biggest
asset manager, France’s develop-
ment agency AFP, the German
environment ministry, and a
number of private foundations.

The plan was announced on
the sidelines of the annual World
Economic Forum (WEF) in
Davos, where private sector play-
ers and governments are under
increasing pressure to show they
are serious about reversing glob-
al warming. BlackRock already
announced last week it is divest-
ing holdings in companies that
generate more than a quarter of
their sales from thermal coal pro-
duction.

The CFP aims “to mobilise
top-tier institutional capital
investment into climate-related
sectors in emerging markets, at
scale,” the parties said in a state-
ment.The investments will be tar-
geted towards countries in South
East Asia, Latin America, and
crucially Africa, which will
account for at least 25 percent of
the total capital invested.

Projects could include
renewable energy, energy effi-
ciency in homes and offices,
energy storage and electric trans-
port, a statement said.

“The unique challenges
posed by climate change call for
stronger joint action,” said Remy
Rioux, the CEO of the French
development agency AFD.

It will “help redirect financial
flows towards sustainable devel-
opment investments across the
emerging world, and will include
a priority focus on Africa,” he
added. There will be an initial
investment of at least $100 mil-
lion and then BlackRock will
mobilise a goal of at least $400
million in institutional private
equity capital commitments.

“This would result in a min-
imum size of $500 million at first
close and CFP parties share a col-
lective goal of further scaling the
vehicle going forward,” the state-
ment said. France and Germany
intend to contribute $30 million
each to the partnership.

In addition, The William and
Flora Hewlett Foundation and
the Jeremy and Hannelore
Grantham Environmental Trust
have committed $10 million and
$7.5 million respectively.

The CFP, a project initially
announced in September 2018,
is the first vehicle focused on cli-
mate infrastructure investments
in emerging markets of
BlackRock, “We believe creative
collaboration is essential to
mobilising investment into cli-
mate infrastructure in emerging
markets at scale, providing our
clients with further opportunity
to invest in the global low-carbon
transition,” said Brian Deese,
Global Head of Sustainable
Investing at BlackRock.
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As organisations continually work toward
making jobs leaner and people more effi-

cient, jobs are quickly being automated. The
speed with which a new employee can learn
their job directly affects the speed of pro-
duction and efficiency of the employee. And
so, it is not only the nature of work that is
changing, but also the way work is learned.

Learning and Working Simultaneously
Picture an industrial set up where a new

engineer, who was given on-the-job training
through audio, visual, and demonstrative ses-
sions, comes across a machine he has never
operated before. Considering that it is likely
that engineer would not remember their train-
ing completely, they may fumble with the
machine.

Now picture the same new engineer
faced with a new machine, but this time, the
machine has an automated bot giving real-
time instructions on how to operate it. The
new employee not only hears the content, but
simultaneously gets hands-on experience
with the machine directly. 

Since participative learning methods,
such as practice,result in a much higher reten-
tion rate of new learning than passive learn-
ing methods, such as lectures and demon-
strations, this real-time training not only
results in faster learning, but also makes the
employee productive much sooner. 

As repetition is the best way to strength-
en new skills, a new employee may use the
instructions from the bot every time until they
feel completely ready to operate/work on their
own. Such participative learning methods are
more engaging, and the learner is unlikely to
zone out while learning hands-on.

Rise of Smart Technology-Aided Learning
While more and more companies have

incorporated virtual training labs, some are
now also experimenting with virtual reality
and augmented technology-based learning
programmes, creating life-like situations to
learn from. 

Such applications are especially valuable
in supporting engineers and technicians to
learn the specific nuances of their roles on the
job itself. For other non-mechanical roles,
cloud-based, hands-on virtual labs continue
to offer the cognitive learning and practice
required for better retention.

AI is being used to design individual
learning programmes by understanding and
capitalising upon the individuals’ information,
such as experience, educational backgrounds,

personality insights, career goals, and learn-
ing preferences. This AI-assisted learning
allows employees to take control of their learn-
ing and development with content that can be
updated in real time.

AI and bots are also enabling faster and
more accurate learning. Bots used for hands-
on training may be programmed to pick up
on feedback and comments from new employ-
ees in real time, tag that feedback appropri-
ately, and get other employees or trainers to
share their thoughts, expertise, and experi-
ences, thus maintaining the human touch to
the learning process. 

Ideal Training Model
Great on-the-job training is a collective

of methods, including simulation, practice,
coaching, experiencing, and peer learning.
On-the-job training must allow a learner to
continuously reinforce what has been taught
through practice.

As organisations step into the future and
push to train their employees more efficient-
ly and comprehensively, support from auto-
mated bots and artificial intelligence, paired
with the expertise of mentors and senior man-
agement, is helping to build the ideal on-the-
job training platform.
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The Association of
Banks in Singapore is
providing the Dr Goh

Keng Swee funding for the
brilliant applicants at local
universities in Singapore.
The financial aid positions
will be awarded for pursuing
undergraduate studies at
local universities in
Singapore— National
University of Singapore ,
Nanyang Technological
University, Singapore
Management University and
Singapore University of
Technology and Design.

Eligibility: Demonstrate
leadership qualities and pos-
sess good academic and co-
curricular activities (CCA)
achievements; Applicants
will need to present proof of
language proficiency. It
means applicants have to
pass an official language test
(for example – TOEFL or
IELTS).

Benefits: Scholarship
supports a maximum of four
years of UG study (including
Honours). It provides the
following: Tuition and other
compulsory fees; Airfare (to
Singapore and return to
home country upon comple-
tion of study), Annual main-
tenance allowance of
SGD6500; Hostel allowance
based on the institution of

study; Settling-in allowance
(one-off expense) of

SGD200 upon arrival in
Singapore.

How to apply: Submit
application at www.pscgate-
way.gov.sg/app/gks/account/u
idsignin

Application deadline:
March 15, 2020.

The University of
Edinburgh invites applica-
tions for MBA scholarships
for international students in
the UK. 

Eligibility: Details of
any degrees applicants hold
or expect to hold, Any rele-
vant details from employ-
ment or training history;
Details of journal articles
applicants have had pub-
lished; The topic of appli-
cants proposed research; A
research outline of no more
than 300 words; A personal
statement of no more than
300 words; Details of any
other programmes or awards
applicants hold or have held.

Admission require-
ment: Candidates must
have, or expect to obtain, a
UK first-class or 2:1 honours
degree at undergraduate
level or the international
equivalent. English lan-
guage requirements: All
students of every nationality
are required to prove their
English language compe-
tence. 

Application deadline:
The last date to apply is
March 11, 2020.
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The JEE Main 2020 was
held in January between
January 6-9, 2020.

Around 9.2 lakh candidates
had registered out of which
around 8.7 lakh  appeared. The
result was announced and nine
students scored 100 percentile
from across the country.

However, the Common
Rank List for JEE Main 2020
will be available in the first week
of May after the declaration of
the results of the April exam.
The higher of the two scores of
candidates who have appeared
in either/both JEE Main January
and April 2020will be consid-
ered for final ranking of JEE
Main 2020.

The list will denote the All
India and category ranks of the
candidates in addition to the
details of the candidates and
marks obtained. The JEE Main
rank will be the basis for admis-
sions to the NITs, IIITs and
GFTIs.

For those who could not do
well in the January session need
not worry as the April session
is another chance for all stu-
dents who wish to improve
their scores. The following
points must be kept in mind
when taking up the April ses-
sion of JEE Main 2020.

Here are some dos and
don’t to avoid for the session in
April:
� One must not repeat the

same mistakes committed in
January session of JEE Main.
Learning from mistakes is
important.

� Complete your syllabi if not
done earlier.

� Practice questions from pre-
vious year JEE Main papers
and even from January ses-
sion of JEE 2020.

� Use the gap between your
Boards to revise and take up
mock tests on online mode
from reputed source for con-
sistency in preparation.

� Keep a check on your speed
and accuracy as it is also
important as to how you
solve the paper for a high
score.

� You must have done the
test analysis of the JEE Paper
you took in January and
ensure you are confident
with each of those questions
now.

� Take help from your subject
teachers to clear your doubts
and speak to them in case of
any conceptual doubts or
problems which you are
unable to solve.

� Prepare a quick revision

plan and categorise the
chapters like:

EASY: Generally you can solve
any problem from these chap-
ter/topic
MODERATE: You take time to
solve but your concepts of these
chapters are clear
DIFFICULT: You have not
been able to understand the
concepts in these chapter and
find questions from these chap-
ters tough.
� While revising ensure you

take help from your teachers
for the difficult chapters and
get all your concepts cleared
as merely devoting time on
these chapters may not help.
You can join crash course for
these topics.

� For moderate chapters you
will need more practice so
devote time daily so that you
have completed solving ade-
quate no. of questions from
these chapters.

� For the chapters/topics you
find easy it is important
that you are always able to
solve any given question
from them.You must solve
some questions even from
these topics but avoid spend-
ing too much time on these
as you are already good in
these chapters.

� While solving questions
keep a check on your time
and develop short cuts to
avoid lengthy calculations.
Use of diagrams/graphs will
expedite your answers.

� Try to remember all impor-
tant formulae, named reac-
tions as this will add to
your speed while solving.

� Your speed, accuracy and
time management will be an
important parameter for
success in JEE Main (April),
2020.

� Most importantly take care
of your physical and mental
fitness as there are external
factors influencing your per-
formance in the exam.

� Avoid taking up new books
or start any new chapters
before the exam as this may
spoil your confidence level.

� Maintain a positive attitude
throughout your preparation
and remain focused. Staying
confident and keeping calm
while taking the exam also
helps get a desired score. 
Remember, it is the relative

performance and not just how
you have performed on the
exam day.

Give in your best shot and
you will ace JEE Main.

%��
������
�
+�	�!
D&&%1,,
7���	

�5����������	&
��3��5�����
�
�
0������5���

�
���5�
������0��

�5�������	�
&������
�
	����
����������

����������
��	&
�����
	��5���
����	
��5��4
�
0���	�,
�	
����5��
0���
�
���5���

�
�����������

63�12B�A2�1

��21�
����������
������������'�##����
����66 ����	���#�����������/�A��
���
��
��
����#�	�		����!���	����
����(���(�/�7���3	�'��
��	�����
	������
�����
��	�
���

���(���
��	�	�$��6�7���14��7



The Enforcement Directorate
roped in Saffronart, an inter-

national auction house, to host
two auctions featuring the seized
assets of fugitive businessman
Nirav Modi. While the first sale,
a live auction, will be on
February 27 in Mumbai, the sec-
ond will be an online sale on
March 3 and 4.

The auctions will feature 15
artworks by significant modern
and contemporary Indian artists
as well as a selection of luxury
watches, handbags and cars.

Highlights of the auction
include a 1,935 masterpiece by
Amrita Sher-Gil, which has
never been auctioned previous-
ly and a significant oil on canvas
by MF Husain from his
Mahabharata series. Both the
artworks have been estimated to

be priced at �12 crore or �18
crore.

The exhibition will also
showcase a serene blue painting
by VS Gaitonde from 1972,
which is estimated to be priced
at around �7 to 9 crore and a
vivid red depiction of Krishna by
Manjit Bawa (�3 to 5 crore).

Apart from the modern art-
works, important watches will
also be on sale including a Jaeger
Lecoultre Men’s Reverso
Gyrotourbillon 2 and a Gerrard

Perregaux Men’s Opera One
wristwatch. More than 80 brand-
ed handbags are there in the auc-
tion, out of which several are
from the Birkin and Kelly lines
by luxury retailer Hermes.

CEO and co-founder of the
auction house, Dinesh Vazirani,
said, “We are honoured to lend
our services and expertise to the
Enforcement Directorate. We
are working with the ED to
assess and evaluate each item and
put together the catalogue for

both the sales, which include a
distinguished line-up of artworks,
too.” He added that some of the
brands offer the most popular
luxury items internationally and
have witnessed a great demand
from celebrities and collectors.

This is the first time that the
Enforcement Directorate has
appointed a professional auction
house to conduct an auction of
seized assets in India. Earlier, in
March 2019, the Income Tax
Department had appointed the
same auction house for the bid-
ding that raised �54.84 crore.

Selected items from the
forthcoming auctions will be
exhibited at the Saffronart gallery
in The Oberoi, New Delhi, dur-
ing the India Art Fair later this
month.
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Idon’t believe in enacting a character
without knowing him or his back-
ground story,” says actor Sunny

Kaushal, who is set to make his debut with
Amazon Prime Video’s web series The
Forgotten Army. So he studied deep.
“There is always some blurred informa-
tion that you have because of what you
have read about history in school. But you
would have never known the details of
everything, including their betrayals,
struggles and fights and even some part
of their personal lives. We started read-
ing and researching about everything
through the 1999 documentary as well as
internet and books. We collected a lot of
material to educate ourselves on the topic,”
says he.

The series showcases the formation
of Subhas Chandra Bose’s Indian National
Army after British army’s defeat in
Singapore during World War II. It has
been told through the perspective of sol-
diers. Playing the role of soldiers could be
highly taxing and challenging for debu-
tantes. So how difficult did they find it to
master all the moves? “For a week, we
learnt how to live the way Army does. We
had regular training on how to handle the
gun and create formations. We worked on
the standing postures, learnt what angles
to hold and keep the gun so that you actu-
ally look like one from the Army. Apart
from that, psychologically too, there was
a lot of preparation to understand what
soldiers have gone through in those
three years during war,” says Sunny.

Director Kabir Khan brought the
story out to the public for the first time
through the eponymous 1999 documen-
tary, which also became the first reference
for the actors to prepare for their respec-

tive roles. Ever since Khan passed out
of film school he wanted to tell the sto-
ries of these soldiers. He says, “Twenty-
seven thousand of them died fighting
to liberate the country. Just imagine
their patriotism and valour. They are
a forgotten chapter in our history and
this story is an effort to make people
realise their existence.”

Sharvari tells us, “The 1999 doc-
umentary really helped us get into the
skin of our characters since they are
based on real lives.”

However, Sunny points out that
even though the characters might be
fictional, the story and events that the
audience would experience are real.
Surinder Sodhi, played by him, might
not have existed in reality but has been
inspired by real people. Sunny tells us,
“My character is an amalgamation of
Gurbaksh Singh Dhillon, Shah Nawaz
Khan and Prem Kumar Sahgal, the
three faces who were charged in the
Red Fort trial. So different elements
from their stories have inspired
Surinder’s story.”

Maya, played by actor Sharvari
Wagh, is a civilian who later becomes
a part of the INA. She is inspired by
one the leaders of the Rani Laxmibai
Regiment, which comprised women
“who fought shoulder to shoulder with
men and stood till the end. They have
been trained very well and how to fight
with guns and all kinds of weapons. I
am very glad that my first project has

been inspired by such a powerful
story.”

Since it’s a period drama, the per-
sonal lives and stories of the soldiers,
their war rooms and battle set-up have
been created based on archival footage
and images to recreate the real histo-
ry. But why is it that there are so many
films and series being made around
chapters of Indian history today given
the recent trend in Bollywood? “With
the growth of good content, we are for-
tunate enough to have come in the
industry at such a time when history
is being valued so much,” Sharvari
says. Sunny goes on to add that
another reason why history is making
its way into mainstream cinema is
because of the enhanced technology
that we are equipped with today. “We
are much better equipped today to cre-
ate such content. What the director
envisions, he can bring it alive the same
way he has imagined. To recreate those
times really needs a lot, including the
right kind of animation, costumes and
set-ups. You need a lot of means to do
that. It’s only now that they are able to
express their creative vision. The
biggest instance is of Kabir Khan him-
self, who has been working on this
script for 20 years since his 1999 doc-
umentary.”

Sharvari, who is set for her
Bollywood debut with Bunty Aur
Babli 2, talks about her take on
sequels and whether they revive the
essence of an old blockbuster or just
take away its originality. She says, “The
second part will revolve around the
story which happens 10 years later.
Might be their kids (laughs). It’s like
a time lapse. It’s somewhat the same
storyline and same characters but just
the people and their approaches are
different this time. I think that it’s going
to be a fun thing and something that
people wouldn’t have watched. So a
sequel always has something to add of
its own while maintaining the origi-
nality of both the versions.”

(The series releases on Amazon
Prime on January 24.)
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Ahumble stone fountain, over-
grown shrubs and flowers,

and white sheets drying on a line
met Pharrell Williams and other
curious guests at the Chanel show
inside the Grand Palais.

The set recreated the land-
scape house founder Gabrielle
“Coco” Chanel viewed as a child
after her mother died and her
father sent her away to an abbey
orphanage.

If such a lowly — and sad —
setting seemed like an unusual
choice to showcase high-priced
and normally joyous couture, it
was an intentional move by
designer Virginie Viard to
demonstrate how Chanel mixed
high and low in her fashion.

Here are some highlights
from the second day of Paris
Fashion Week haute couture
shows for spring-summer 2020.

�CHANEL DELVES INTO
FOUNDER’S ORPHANAGE
CHILDHOOD

Chanel, Viard discovered, had
been profoundly inspired in all
her designs by the ancient
Cistercian Abbey of Aubazine, in
the French region of Corrèze —
with its flowers, uniforms and
stained-glass artistry.

The theme made for a more
haunting collection than normal
— a mood emphasized by loud,
spooky music and models that
slowly crisscrossed the courtyard
like they were in a trance.

A take on a convent school-
girl uniform opened the show as
a signature Chanel tweed skirt-
suit. It was cut sharply, with a
round ecclesiastical white collar
and baggy white preppy ankle
socks. Mosaic patterns in panels
evoking stained glass appeared on

an equally strict jacket in pastel
blue and sand. Apart from the
occasional flash of colour, most of
the designs came in black and
white.

“What interested me in this
(abbey) was the paradox between
the sophistication of haute couture
and the simplicity of this place,”
Viard said. “The strict
suits of the pupils rub
shoulders with structured
dresses of an ethereal
finesse.”

Viard has less
humour and a
stricter aesthetic
take than the flam-
boyant Karl
Lagerfeld, her pre-
decessor who
died last year.
And this more
austere theme
gave the
F r e n c h
designer a
platform to
design more nat-
urally with her
own voice.

�GIVENCHY’S
TIMELESSNESS

Musicians were sus-
pended mid-air while

seated on chairs attached to
stone columns for Givenchy’s
historic Left Bank show
venue.

They played dramatic
classical music to accompa-
ny spring’s equally dramat-

ic couture — an accom-
plished series of varied
designs that made it seem as

if designer Clare Waight Keller
can’t put a foot wrong.

The clothes spoke for
themselves, without the need
for cultural references,
through deft plays of pro-

portion.
A long charcoal tuxedo coat

had a magnificent shape, with a

truncated full skirt billowing out
unexpectedly at knee level in a
clever reinterpretation of a known
silhouette.

Vividly coloured silk ruffles
didn’t just appear as details on
gowns, but Keller used them to
construct the structure and sil-
houette of trapeze-shaped gar-
ments that teemed like dense,
oversize petals.

�ALEXIS MABILLE ‘TEESES’
HIS GUESTS

Burlesque superstar Dita Von
Teese opened the show for Alexis
Mabille in a black tuxedo with
sensual decollete that dripped
down the leg with brooding black

sequins.
The French couturier this

season used Von Teese — and her
styles — as the touchstone for a
collection that explored corsetry,
lingerie and seductive undressing.

A white satin bustier was
covered gently by a see-through
lace chemise. A white floor-length
gown had a bold dropped shoul-
der in which the segments seemed
to fall off the bust, as if the
model were in the process of
undressing.

Mabille also used his signa-
ture bow theme to produce a gar-
gantuan abstract neck bow whose
proportions drowned the model.
It was highly inventive.

�ARMANI LOOKS TO
COLOUR, ASIA

The iconic Place Vendome
square was the enviable location
for Italian design legend Giorgio
Armani’s latest display.

For Armani, couture is about
celebrities and razzmatazz, and
Tuesday was no exception as
actresses Reese Witherspoon and
Juliette Binoche held court.

The Asian-themed designs,
though beautifully constructed,
were secondary to that, sadly, and
tended toward the repetitive.

Statement colour — some-
times overly bold — also defined
the spring aesthetic. But the
exhaustive show held no surpris-
es.

A structured white silk tuxe-
do in a crossover design opened
the show. The model wore a stiff
black wig, a styling feature that
appeared throughout the show.

The signature tuxedo led to a
terracotta obi belt on hot pink
loose pants and a V-neck tuxedo
in imperial blue. E)$
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Manchester City defend-
er Aymeric Laporte

admits he has returned from
his serious knee injury earli-
er than he expected.

The Frenchman was a
surprise inclusion in Pep
Guardiola’s starting line-up
against Sheffield United, hav-
ing not been involved with
the first team for almost five
months.

He required surgery after
suffering a knee injury dur-
ing City’s home win against
Brighton on August 31.

Laporte’s comeback in
the 1-0 win for City at
Bramall Lane lasted 78
minutes and he is now
looking forward to the
rest of the season.

“Normally it would
have been later but I
spoke with the manag-
er and tried today
(Tuesday) and he told
me I would play so I

am very happy to be back as
soon as possible and have
minutes and help the team,”
said Laporte.

“It was very important
for me to try to be with the
team, to be involved. It was

a good test of fitness. The
game was difficult because
they are very strong, a good
team.”

“It was difficult for me
(being out), my team-mates
see me suffering,” he added.
“But now I can help the team
out and give my best.”

City have had problems
at the back in Laporte’s
absence and his return
helped City record their first

clean sheet in any compe-
tition since December

29.
After the match,

Guardiola admitted
his team had missed
the 25-year-old and

described him as the
best left-sided central

defender in the world.
Laporte said: “It’s great to

hear that from this manag-
er as he is one of the best in
the world, if not the best. I
am very happy to hear that
but I have to work to stay
there and keep going.”

ball,” she said.
Djokovic also weathered

the breeze — which followed
heavy rain on Monday, and
smog from bushfires last week
— to beat Japanese wildcard
Tatsuma Ito 6-1, 6-4, 6-2 in 95
minutes.

“They were tough condi-
tions, pretty windy and it was
hard to know where the balls
were going. My serve helped a

lot to get me out
of trouble,” said
the Serb.

Federer was
barely detained
by Krajinovic, the
world number 41,
as he moved

smoothly through in 92 min-
utes in the night match on Rod
Laver Arena.

In other results, Petra
Kvitova, last year’s runner-up,
came through 7-5, 7-5 against
Paula Badosa of Spain, and
China’s Zhang Shuai ousted
American Caty McNally 6-2,
6-4.

Former US Open champi-
on Marin Cilic won a five-set-
ter against French seed Benoit
Paire, and one-time semi-
finalist Milos Raonic beat
Chile’s Christian Garin in
straights.

Also, Tennys Sandgren
took the biggest scalp when he
ousted eighth seed Matteo
Berrettini in five sets.

Sandgren’s fellow
American Tommy Paul also
pulled off a five-set upset
when he beat Bulgarian 18th

seed Grigor Dimitrov 6-4, 7-
6 (8/6), 3-6, 6-7 (3/7), 7-6
(10/3).

And Australia’s John
Millman further trimmed the
number of high-ranked play-
ers when he ended the cam-
paign of Polish 31st seed
Hubert Hurkacz.

But Greek sixth seed
Stefanos Tsitsipas was handed
a slice of fortune when Philipp
Kohlschreiber withdrew
injured.

Among eight first-round
matches held over from
Tuesday, after rain wiped out
half of Monday’s schedule,
Spain's Carla Suarez Navarro,
also retiring this year, upset
Belarusian 11th seed Aryna
Sabalenka in straight sets.
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Fifteen-year-old prodigy Coco
Gauff set up an Australian
Open blockbuster with

defending champion Naomi Osaka
on Wednesday, as a pumped-up
Serena Williams took another step
towards a record-equalling 24th
Grand Slam title.

On a day when men’s seeds
tumbled, Serbia’s Novak Djokovic
strode into the third round to be
joined by Roger Federer, who dis-
missed Filip Krajinovic 6-1, 6-4, 6-
1.

American teenager Gauff,
showing a tenacity which is becom-
ing her trademark, clawed her way
back from a set down to beat the
experienced Sorana Cirstea 4-6, 6-
3, 7-5.

Gauff, who screamed and
pumped her fists as she completed
her victory, said her “will to win”
had got her through the tough sec-
ond-round match at a windswept
Melbourne Park.

“My parents always told me you
can always come back — no mat-
ter what the score is,” said Gauff,
who beat seven-time Grand Slam
champion Venus Williams in round
one.

Gauff also beat Williams on her
Grand Slam debut last year at
Wimbledon, and in another quirk,
she faced Osaka in the US Open
third round, going down meekly in
straight sets.

Japan’s 22-year old Osaka, beat
China’s Zheng Saisai 6-2, 6-4 but
briefly lost her cool mid-match,
hurling and kicking her racquet
when she gave up a break in the sec-
ond set.

“I was thinking that I really
don’t want to play a third set this
time,” explained Osaka, who is

defending a Grand Slam title for the
second time.

Former world number one
Wozniacki, playing her final tour-
nament before retiring, came from
behind in both sets for a 7-5, 7-5
win over Dayana Yastremska of
Ukraine.

Serena Williams shouted at the

top of her voice during a testing sec-
ond set against 70th-ranked Tamara
Zidansek, before seeing off break
points to win 6-2, 6-3.

“She was a really good fighter —
she did not just let me win,” said
Williams, who can equal Margaret
Court’s all-time mark of 24 Grand
Slams if she lifts the trophy.

�������	
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Earlier, Australia’s world num-

ber one Ashleigh Barty raced
through 6-1, 6-4 against Polona
Hercog, buoying hopes of a first
home winner since 1978.

“It was very different end to
end, I think the wind was a massive
factor particularly with the new
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�	�� ���Bayern Munich have signed
Real Madrid right-back Alvaro
Odriozola on loan until the end of the
season, the two clubs confirmed on
Wednesday.

The 24-year-old Spain internation-
al will bolster Bayern’s defence, which
has been left short on cover with cen-
tre-backs Niklas Suele and Lucas
Hernandez sidelined by knee injuries.

“We decided to comply with the
request of our head coach Hansi Flick
for reinforcements in defence and
together we decided on Alvaro
Odriozola,” said Bayern chairman Karl-
Heinz Rummenigge in a statement.

“We are very happy about his sign-
ing and would like to thank those in
charge at Real Madrid for their very
friendly and cooperative discussions.”

The move helps both parties as
Odriozola, who was signed from Real
Sociedad for 35 million euros ($39 mil-
lion) in 2018, has struggled for game
time in Madrid, where Dani Carvajal is
preferred in the right-back role. AFP

������� Top Indian shuttler Saina
Nehwal suffered a second consecu-
tive opening round defeat as she went
down to Line Hojmark Kjaersfeldt to
bring curtains on the country’s cam-
paign in the Thailand Masters tour-
nament here on Wednesday.

The fifth seeded Saina lost to
unseeded Kjaersfeldt 13-21, 21-17,
15-21 in a hard fought 47-minute
contest. World number 18 Saina had
a 4-0 head-to-head record against the
number 29 Dane before Wednesday’s
match.

With Saina’s defeat, India’s cam-
paign came to an end in the BWF
World Tour Super 300 event.

In the men’s singles, the trio of
Kidambi Srikanth, Sameer Verma
and H S Prannoy, too, faltered in the
first round.

Verma lost to Malaysia’s Lee Zii
Jia 16-21, 15-21 in a 39-minute
men’s singles match. The story went
on similar lines for the fifth seeded

Srikanth, who went down to Shesar
Hiren Rhustavito of Indonesia 21-12,
14-21, 12-21, in a match that lasted
48 minutes.

This was Srikanth’s third consec-
utive first-round exit this season.

It was curtains for Prannoy too.
He lost 17-21, 22-20, 19-21 to
Malaysia’s Liew Daren. PTI
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Ten-man Arsenal slowed Chelsea’s charge for
a Champions League place on Tuesday as

Manchester City kept up their distant pursuit of
Liverpool with victory at Sheffield United on a dra-
matic evening of Premier League football.

Fourth-placed Chelsea twice took the lead
against Arsenal, who were reduced to 10 men after
former Blues defender David Luiz took out
Tammy Abraham when he was through on goal.

Jorginho put Chelsea 1-0 ahead from the
penalty spot in the 28th minute but Gabriel
Martinelli equalised for Arsenal in the second half.

Cesar Azpilicueta put Chelsea 2-1 up with just
six minutes remaining but Arsenal levelled only
three minutes later through Hector Bellerin.

The 2-2 draw leaves Chelsea six points
ahead of fifth-placed Manchester United having
played a game extra while Arsenal are in 10th spot,
seemingly out of the running for a place in the
top four.
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Pep Guardiola’s City, with defender Aymeric

Laporte back in the side, looked as though they
might rue Gabriel Jesus’s squandered first-half
penalty but their Argentine hitman Sergio
Aguero came to the rescue.

Despite the 1-0 win, second-placed City
remain 13 points behind runaway leaders
Liverpool, having played two games more, and
their bid to defend their title appears hopeless.

City’s French central defender Laporte has
been out of action since suffering a knee injury
at the end of August and he was a surprise inclu-
sion at Bramall Lane.

Sheffield United goalkeeper Dean Henderson
denied Jesus from the penalty spot about 10 min-
utes from half-time after a foul on Riyad
Mahrez.

But City made amends when substitute
Sergio Aguero, on for Jesus, tapped in from Kevin
De Bruyne’s cross in the 73rd minute.

Southampton’s 2-0 victory against Crystal
Palace, thanks to goals from Nathan Redmond
and Stuart Armstrong, continued a remarkable
turnaround for the club, who hit rock bottom ear-

lier this season in a 9-0 defeat by Leicester.
Watford took the lead against Villa when

Troy Deeney headed in Gerard Deulofeu’s cross
but the home side hit back in the second half
through Douglas Luiz.

Tyrone Mings scored a dramatic late winner
for Villa deep into stoppage time to end
Watford’s recent revival under Nigel Pearson.

Moise Kean scored his first goal for Everton
since his arrival from Juventus in the 30th minute
of their match against Newcastle and Dominic
Calvert-Lewin doubled the lead in the second
half.

Everton were cruising deep into stoppage
time but threw away the three points, with
Lejeune striking twice.

Bournemouth, who had lost their previous
four matches, all against relegation rivals, beat
Brighton 3-1 thanks to goals from Harry Wilson,
an own goal from Pascal Gross and a second-
half Callum Wilson effort.

!.���Lyon beat Lille on penalties after
a dramatic 2-2 draw at the Groupama
Stadium on Tuesday to reach their
sixth French League Cup final, setting
up a possible clash with record eight-
time winners Paris Saint-Germain.

Renato Sanches dragged what
proved to be the last penalty of the
shootout wide to send Lyon through.

This is the final season of the
League Cup after the French league
voted to suspend the competition
from next term to ease fixture conges-
tion.

Lyon will bid to lift the trophy for
the second time when they take on the
winner of second semi-final between
Reims and PSG on April 4 at the Stade
de France.

Portugal midfielder Sanches gave
visitors Lille a 13th-minute lead with
a low left-footed strike from outside the
area to score his second goal for the
club since joining from Bayern last
August.

But the hosts were gifted a way

back into the game four minutes later
when centre-back Gabriel handled
inside the area.

Moussa Dembele drilled the spot-
kick into the top corner to grab his
sixth goal in five games.

Houssem Aouar appeared to have
fired Lyon into the final with a fine
long-range strike with five minutes
remaining.

There was another twist in the tale,
though, as despite a lengthy delay for
a VAR review, Lille were awarded an
injury-time penalty for what appeared
to be an excellent tackle by former
Manchester United full-back Rafael on
Jonathan Bamba.

Loic Remy, on as a 78th-minute
substitute, stepped up with a cool
Panenka finish down the middle of the
goal to force more spot-kicks.

But Ciprian Tatarusanu, playing in
place of usual Lyon goalkeeper
Anthony Lopes, saved Bamba’s open-
ing penalty before Sanches’ miss sealed
Lille’s fate. AFP
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��!�	���� India’s Divij Sharan and his
New Zealand partner Artem Sitak pro-
gressed to the second round of the men’s
doubles event but Rohan Bopanna was
knocked out of the Australian Open here on
Wednesday.

Sharan and Sitak got the better of the
Portuguese-Spanish duo of Pablo Carreno
Busta and Joao Sousa 6-4, 7-5 in a thrilling
one hour, 28 minutes encounter.

The pair will next face the winner of the
first-round match between 10th seeds Mate
Pavic-Bruno Soares and Ben Molachlan-
Luke Bambridge.

Partnering Yasutaka Uchiyama of Japan,
Bopanna went down to USA’s Bryan broth-
ers, Bob and Mike, 1-6, 6-3, 3-6 in a hard-
fought one hour, 17 minutes contest.

Meanwhile on Wednesday Sania Mirza
pulled out of the mixed doubles due to a calf
injury. She was supposed to partner com-
patriot Rohan Bopanna.

Mirza will, however, play in the women’s
doubles event.

Sania, who won the doubles title in
Hobart International, will team up with
Nadiia Kichenok of Ukraine for the Australia
Open today.

The duo will face Chinese pair of
Xinyun Han and Lin Zhu in their women’s
doubles first round clash.

“It’s unfortunate that this niggling injury
got aggravated in the Hobart final just as I
was getting to the top of my game. It is a lot
better now and I intend to give it my best
shot in doubles. It’s disappointing to miss out
on the chance to partner Rohan in mixed,”
Mirza was quoted as saying by the Times of
India. Agencies
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������Edinson Cavani wants to join Atletico
Madrid and is being treated “unfairly” by
PSG, the Uruguay striker’s father said on
Wednesday. Cavani, 32, has fallen out of
favour at PSG, where he is competing with
Kylian Mbappe, Neymar, Mauro Icardi and
Angel di Maria for starting spots in attack.

A number of clubs are reportedly keen
on signing Cavani, who has scored a club-
record 198 goals for PSG and whose contract
expires in the summer. Atletico appear to be
the 32-year-old’s preferred choice but the La
Liga outfit and PSG are yet to agree a fee.

“I would like him to play there, (Atletico
coach Diego) Simeone wants him now,”
Cavani’s father Luis told Spanish progamme
El Chiringuito.

“I think there is a strong chance he will
go to Atletico. There is also the option to
join the club in June. There are lots of other
clubs interested but when you give your
word to a team, you respect it.

“If he is allowed to leave tomorrow and
Atletico still want him, I think he will sign.
He is a player who needs time to play. PSG
are treating him unfairly.” AFP
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The in-form Prithvi Shaw flourished
yet again as India A notched up a con-

vincing five-wicket victory over New
Zealand A in the first unofficial ODI here
on Wednesday.

A day after being picked as the
injured Shikhar Dhawan’s replacement in
India’s ODI squad for the assignment
against New Zealand’s senior team, the
20-year-old Shaw smashed 48 off 35 balls
to lay the foundation for the visiting
team’s chase.

Wicketkeeper Sanju Samson, who
replaced Dhawan in India’s T20 squad,
blazed away to a 21-ball 39, while
Suryakumar Yadav hammered 35 off a
mere 19 deliveries.

Chasing 231 after opting to field,
India completed the task with more than
20 overs to spare at the Bert Sutcliffe Oval.

With the ball, Mohammed Siraj was
the most successful bowler for India A,
picking up three wickets for 33 runs in
6.3 overs, while there were two wickets
apiece for Khaleel Ahmed and Axar Patel.

Their efforts helped India A bowl out
New Zealand A for 230 with nine balls
to spare in the 50-over match.

Quite a few home team players got
off the blocks easily but could not go on
to make substantial contributions. Rachin
Ravindra top-scored with 49 off 58 balls
and skipper Tom Bruce made 47 off 55.

India A got their chase off to a brisk
start with Shaw and his opening partner
Mayank Agarwal (29) picking the gaps
at will.

The visitors had raced to 79 in 9.1
overs when Shaw fell to James Neesham.
The 20-year-old Shaw, who came into the
match after a 100-ball 150 in a practice
game, hit five fours and three sixes.

Captain Shubman Gill (30) got out
after getting his eye in and after that,
Samson showed his prowess, smoking
two maximums and three boundaries.

Mumbai player Suryakumar, who
can also use the big handle to good effect,
struck three fours and two sixes to take
his team close to victory.

Vijay Shankar (20) and Krunal
Pandya (13) then got the job done as
India A took lead in the three-match
series.
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Nitish Rana played the “best
knock” of his first-class
career as Delhi shocked

defending champions Vidarbha
by six wickets in an incredible
final day run chase in the Ranji
Trophy here on Wednesday.

With this memorable run
chase on day four, Delhi handed
Vidarbha their first outright
defeat in a first class game after
three years.

Chasing 347, Rana, who has
made a name with his big-hitting
exploits in the IPL, smashed an
unbeaten 105 off only 68 balls as
Delhi reached the target in 73
overs, leaving Vidarbha gutted.

Delhi now have 16 points
and stay in hunt for a quarterfi-
nal berth while Vidarbha stay put
on 17 points.

The chase was set up by
openers Kunal Chandela (75 off
146) and Hiten Dalal (82 off 146)
with a steady stand of 163 in
under 49 overs.

The left-handed Rana then
took charge and sent the
Vidarbha bowlers including fan-
cied Umesh Yadav (0/85 in 19
overs) on a leather hunt with
eight fours and seven sixes.

“I had promised our coach
(KP) Bhaskar sir that if its 75
overs and around 320 runs, we
will win. This is the best first class
knock that I have played. I haven’t
forgotten the 2017 final in Indore,
which Vidarbha won without
playing outstanding cricket.

“I knew I can hit their spin-
ners out of the ground,” Rana told
reporters having ripped opposi-
tion off-spinner Akshay Wakhare
(64 off 9 overs) with slog sweeps,
cuts and drives.

Vidarbha coach Chandrakant
Pandit took a gamble with a
sporting declaration but it back-
fired as a side with its back to the
wall produced the best perfor-
mance of the season.

Openers Kunal and Hiten
played confidently without tak-
ing pressure on an eased out
track.

Once Rana came in,
Vidarbha sensing danger,
deployed a negative field  ‘7-2’
(seven on the off side) field.

Their pacers Rajneesh

Gurbani (0/64 in 12 overs)  start-
ed bowling on an imaginary sev-
enth off stump line.

The umpires started calling
no ball and then Delhi started

attacking as they were forced to
change the line.

“I knew they would bowl
negative line but what I didn’t like
was time wasting tactic. Once

they started bowling within the
stumps, I knew I will blast them
if it’s in my arc,” said KKR’s
dependable middle-order bats-
man.

“This is my natural game and
I don’t like advise if people come
and tell me to change my mind-
set. I only welcome advise when
I need them,” he said.

�	�������������������
�	����� Staying true to his
words, young Sarfaraz Khan
stuck his maiden triple hundred
to single-handedly give Mumbai
the crucial first-innings lead and
grab three points on the last day
of their Elite Group B match
against Uttar Pradesh.

Uttar Pradesh had posted a
humongous 625/8 declared in

their first-essay courtesy wicket-
keeper Upendra Yadav’s unbeat-
en maiden double-ton.

But Sarfaraz’s (301 not out off
391 balls; 30x4; 8x6) herculean
task overshadowed Yadav’s
double-ton on a flat
track, which had
absolutely nothing for
the bowlers even on
the final day.

R i g h t - h a n d e d
Sarfaraz was the cyno-
sure of all eyes at the
Wankhede Stadium, as he batted
for as long as 633 minutes and
hammered 30 fours and eight
sixes.

What is more special about
his knock is that the pint-sized
batsman was suffering from fever
two nights ago, but he came out

to bat and did the job for his
team.

Sarfaraz, who had played for
Uttar Pradesh and returned to
Mumbai, had all shots in the
book.

But more importantly, con-
trary to his style, he showed
restraint and respected the good
balls.

Sarfaraz, in the process,
became the seventh Mumbai
batsman to score a triple ton in
first-class cricket and joined the
illustrious list comprising Wasim
Jaffer (301 and 314 not out),
Rohit Sharma (309 not out), Ajit
Wadekar (323), Sunil Gavaskar
(340), Vijay Merchant (359 not
out) and Sanjay Manjrekar (377).

The hosts resumed the final
day on overnight score of 353/5
needing 273 more runs to over-
haul Uttar Pradesh’s first innings
total, with 22-year-old Sarfaraz
unbeaten on 132 in company of
his skipper Aditya Tare, who was
unbeaten on 9.

Sarfaraz first got able support
from Tare (97 off 144 balls, 14x4)
and then Shams Mulani (65 off 82
balls; 5x3; 1x6), as they took the
game away from Uttar Pradesh.

While Sarfaraz and Tare
added 179 runs for the sixth wick-
et, he and Mulani added 150 runs
for the seventh wicket and it was

their partnership that ensured
Mumbai crossed Uttar

Pradesh’s first-innings
total.

Sarfaraz, who had
completed his individual

250, took a single, as
Mumbai surpassed Uttar

Pradesh’s mammoth total and
celebrated like the team had won
the match.

Then Mumbai allowed
Sarfaraz to complete a well-
deserved 300.

He completed his triple ton
with a six over wide long on, after
which the match was called off.
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�	���� Playing in a tri-nation
tournament before the Women’s
World T20 will help in strategis-
ing and team composition, senior
India player Smriti Mandhana
said on Wednesday.

The marquee event will start
in Australia next month but
before that, the country is host-
ing India and England in a tri-
series. “Most of them have played
in Australia, I think India A tour-
ing Australia last month is also
going to be a big help (as) four-

five players were part of that team
as well,” Mandhana told reporters.

She added, “The tri-series is
going to be a really important
tournament, thinking about the
team composition or what is
needed or what target we need to
aim at on Australian wickets.”

The left-handed batswoman
said the tri-series matches could
tell them a lot about what will be
a safe target during the World
Cup. “How can our bowlers plan
better, all those things we are

going to understand once we land
in Australia and play the tri-
series.

“Specially the targets, tri-
series will define the targets, like
what the scoreline will be for the
World Cup.

“England, Australia and
India is always going (to be chal-
lenging). We are going to aim at
good targets so I think that (tri-
series) is an important tourna-
ment leading up to the World
Cup,” the 23-year-old said.

According to Mandhana, the
team has been thinking about the
WorldT20 for the past one year.

“Last one year, whatever we
were doing during the matches,
we were thinking about the
World Cup, so finally we are leav-
ing for the World Cup, it is quite
exciting.

“I’m looking forward to play-
ing this World Cup with this team
as it is a new team with a mixture
of experienced and new players,”
she said.  PTI


	���B���C� To make up for “lack of
strength”, India opener Jemimah
Rodrigues is working on increasing
her bat speed, which, she hopes, will
aid in hitting big shots in the upcom-
ing Women’s T20 World Cup.

The lively 19-year-old is also
striving to hone her backfoot skills
ahead of the marquee event, starting
in Australia next month.

“I’m working more on my back
foot, developing my back foot more
and trying to increase my bat speed.
Because looking at my size, you can

make out I don’t have that much
strength to hit the sixes ... But I’ve been
working on that for quite some time,”
said Jemimah in a Road To The T20
World Cup podcast.

Since making her international
debut in 2018, she has consistently put
in commendable performances to
established herself as a key member
of the team.

India take on defending champi-
ons Australia in the opening game of
the tournament in Sydney on
February 21, and the youngster
believes her side will have to be men-
tally strong against the hosts.

“I think when it comes to
Australia, you got to be the best or you
can’t play. That’s the kind of team they
are. My favourite team to play against
is also Australia. It’s more of a mind
game than just skills (when you play
them on the field),” Jemimah said.

Jemimah, who will be playing her
first World Cup, is looking forward to
play in the final of the tournament,
which will mark an important mile-
stone in her life.

“I can’t put it in words, how
important it will be for me to be a part
of the Indian team that plays in a
World Cup final. It’s quite exciting. I’m
really looking forward to it,” she said.
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Angelo Mathews struck his highest Test
score with an unbeaten double century

on Wednesday as Sri Lanka left Zimbabwe
battling to save the series opener going into
the final day at Harare.

Former skipper Mathews eclipsed his
previous Test best of 160 and finished 200
not out after a marathon knock spanning 468
balls, as Sri Lanka declared their first
innings on 515 for nine.

Zimbabwe, playing their first Test since
November 2018, ended the fourth day on 30
without loss and trailing by 127 runs after
Brian Mudzinganyama was drafted in as a
concussion substitute for opener Kevin
Kasuza.

Debutant Kasuza, who made 63 in the
first innings, suffered a delayed concussion
after he took a blow to the helmet while field-
ing at short leg on Tuesday.

Mudzinganyama became the fourth
Zimbabwean to make his Test debut in this
match. He was unbeaten on 14 with Prince
Masvaure 15 not out at stumps.

The 32-year-old Mathews brought up his
10th Test century, his first since December
2018, in the morning session and steadily
added to his total with considerable support
from Dhananjaya de Silva and Niroshan
Dickwella.

De Silva and Dickwella both scored 63
but two quick wickets for Sikandar Raza,
who finished with three for 62, hastened the
declaration as Mathews reached 200 with a
sweep to the square leg boundary.

With one day remaining, the visitors
appear the only team capable of victory
although the pitch looks likely to have the
final say.
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New Zealand’s veter-
an seamer Tim

Southee is “looking for-
ward” to the India chal-
lenge, leaving behind
the disappointment of
being dropped for the
final Test of Australia
series earlier this
month.

“It’s about making
that adjustment. What’s
gone is gone and it was
very disappointing, the
guys would have learnt

from it, and now we’ve
got to look forward to
the Indian series,”
Southee was quoted as
saying by stuff.Co.Nz.

Then, coach Gary
Stead had said it was
felt Henry would offer
more pace than
Southee.

But the 31-year-old
is expected to lead the
New Zealand attack
when the five-match
Twenty20 series against
India starts at Eden
Park on Friday.

He admitted he
was disappointed not to
have played in Sydney
but said he has moved
on.

“It’s disappointing.
You’re gutted every
time you’re left out. It’s
an absolute dream to
play for NZ and every
time you do miss out it
hurts, but you’ve got to
respect the decisions
and try to help out and
give back to the team,
even when you’re not
playing.”

������ "6��.647�

It's the year of the World T20
and it isn't just Virat Kohli

and the Indian boys who are
looking to take every opportu-
nity to prepare for the show-
piece event slated to be held
later in the year. Run-machine
Steve Smith is already excited
at the prospect of playing
another ICC event at home
after the 2015 World Cup. In
fact, he believes that his stint
in the IPL with Rajasthan
Royals will have a major role
to play in the build-up to the
mega event Down Under.

Speaking to IANS, Smith
spoke about the much-debat-
ed proposal to have four-day
Tests, India skipper Kohli's
gesture to ask fans to support
him during the 2019 World
Cup, the Indian Premier
League and how Tim Paine has
done a brilliant job leading
Australia in Test cricket.

For a man who has domi-
nated batting charts in the
last few years, Smith's numbers
in the shortest format of the
game definitely has room for
improvement. But the former
Australia skipper wants to
keep playing and improving on
the go rather than changing his
style of training going into the
World T20.

"No real specific training,
but just playing a lot more T20
cricket and just getting the
right tempo I guess for the
game is the most important
thing for me. I would love to
be a part of the World Cup, it's
obviously at home in Australia.
I was involved in the ODI
World Cup here in 2015 and
had the most amazing six-
weeks of my cricketing career
and loved every minute of it.
So yeah would love to be

involved in another World
Cup at home for sure!" he
smiled.

Asked if he was looking at
his time with Rajasthan Royals
to try some new stuff as it will
be the perfect training ground
for the World T20, Smith does-
n't sound the sort who likes to
tinker much with his training
ritual. But he does have it on his
mind to give his leg-spin skills
a thought.

"Ah, don't want to try too
much different. I don't really
know, maybe a bit more bowl-
ing perhaps, but then that
takes time away from my bat-
ting. So yeah, it's a difficult one
but we'll wait and see," he
reveals.

A chat with Smith can
never move forward without
discussing Kohli. It looks like
these two will go ahead and
share all the records between
them when they hang their
boots. The greatness of Smith
though is in his humility. The
moment the talks move
towards the comparison, he
decides to highlight how bril-
liant Kohli has been both as
batsman and leader.

"Yeah, he is terrific. His bat-
ting numbers just speak for
themselves. I think he's an
incredible player in all three
formats and I think we will see
him break many records. He's
already broken plenty of them
and I see him breaking many
more over the years. He has got
the hunger for runs and does-
n't stop getting them. Hopefully
he can stop getting them
against Australia, that'll be
nice.

"As a captain he's already
made India the number one
side in the world in Test crick-
et. From what I have seen he
sets really good standards for

them. He is a lot about fitness
and is health conscious and
things like that. He's got the
Indian side into a really good
place and leads them excep-
tionally well," the 30-year-old
pointed.

Asked about Kohli's ges-
ture to ask fans to show him
support during the 2019 World
Cup, Smith feels it was really
nice of the India skipper. "In the
World Cup it was really nice of
Virat to do what he did. He did
not have to do that and yeah it
was a lovely gesture and really
appreciated that," he smiled.

Kohli, in fact, won the
'Spirit of Cricket' award for his
gesture in England.

There have been talks that
Smith is a natural leader and
that the national captaincy
could well return to him in the
near future. But for the bats-
man, Paine is the captain and
someone who is doing a good
job with the boys.

"Yeah, Tim's done a terrif-
ic job. He has led the troops
really well. Obviously retaining
the Ashes in England in twen-
ty-odd years was an exception-
al effort and yeah he has led the
team exceptionally well," he
said.

From the Ashes to the
ICC's proposal to have four-day
Test matches on a regular basis
from 2023, Smith is a tradition-
alist in the matter and wants
the format to stay as it is.

"I am comfortable with
five days. I like the challenge of
a five-day Test match.
Obviously, there has been a lot
of talk of the four-day Tests, but
my personal opinion is I like
five days. I don't make the deci-
sions obviously of how it all
works out but my opinion is
five-days Tests is what it is all
about," he signed off.
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