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As situation remained tense
at the Line of Actual

Control (LAC) in Ladakh for
more than 50 days now, Corps
Commanders of the Indian
and Chinese armies held the
third round of talks on Tuesday
to end the impasse. Though
there was no major break-
through in the marathon par-
leys, the two sides agreed to
sustain the tempo of dialogue
to maintain peace and tran-
quility at the border.

The talks between Leh
based 14 Corps chief Lt
General Harinder Singh and
Major General Liu Lin, com-
mander of South Xinjiang
Military District, were held at
Chushul border meeting point
on the LAC. This was the third
round of parleys between the
two commanders since June 6
to defuse tension at the LAC.

Matters took a turn for the
worst on June 15 when a
bloody brawl broke out
between the Chinese and
Indian troops at the Galwan
valley leaving 20 Indian Army
personnel martyred. Against
that backdrop, the two military
bosses met on June 22 for the
second time and arrived at
“mutual consensus” to disen-
gage from the stand-off sites.
The two sides discussed modal-
ities to disengage from all the
“friction” areas.

There are at least four “fric-
tion” points, including the
Galwan valley, Pangong Tso,

Hot Springs and Gogra. Adding
to these sites, the Chinese of late
have started military activities
on their side of the LAC in the
Depsang valley. This area saw
a face-off for more than four
weeks in 2013 before interven-
tion at the highest diplomatic
and military levels brought the
situation under control.

Given this scenario, the
two commanders reviewed the
progress in the latest round of
talks on Tuesday. Though there
was no noticeable movement in
the proposed de-escalation
with China continuing with its

military build-up in the
Galwan valley and Pangong
Tso (lake), the two sides
nonetheless concurred on
keeping all lines of communi-
cation open, sources said here.

They also said as the
Chinese have intruded more
than five km in the Pangong
Tso area and have built bunkers
in that region besides the
Galwan valley, the Indian
armed forces are ready for a
long haul. The security estab-
lishment is more or less con-
vinced now that the Chinese
are in no hurry to abide by the

agreements on June 6 and 22
and have not withdrawn their
troops from the face-off points.

Insisting that the Chinese
disengage at the earliest, India
on Tuesday conveyed to the
Chinese side that status quo
ante prior to May 5 must be
restored, sources said. 

However, the Chinese, have
shown no inclination to ease
the pressure on the LAC. India
has taken counter measures in
terms of enhanced force levels
and deployment of heavy
weaponry in the operational
areas.
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The 59 Chinese origin apps
banned by India on

Monday due to security threat,
including short video sharing
application TikTok, have
stopped working in the coun-
try even as the Chinese
embassy here issued a state-
ment to express that Beijing is
“seriously concerned and firm-
ly opposed to such action.”

TikTok has stopped work-
ing in India and was delisted
from Google Play and App
Store. The app has completely
stopped working on all devices,
including the desktop website,
and a user notice is displayed
inside the application to inform
users about the ban. Besides
TikTok, 58 other Chinese apps
have also stopped working fol-
lowing the ban.

Spokesperson for the
Chinese Embassy in India
Counselor Ji Rong said, “The
Chinese side is seriously con-

cerned with and firmly
opposed to such action.”  

“India’s measure, selective-
ly and discriminatorily aims at
certain Chinese apps on
ambiguous and far-fetched
grounds, runs against fair and
transparent procedure require-
ments, abuses national securi-
ty exceptions, and suspects of
violating the WTO rules. It also
goes against the general trend
of international trade and e-
commerce, and is not con-
ducive to consumer interests
and the market competition in
India,” reads the statement.

The ban will affect not
only the employment of local
Indian workers who support
these apps, but also the inter-
ests of Indian users and the
employment and livelihoods of
many creators and entrepre-
neurs, it claimed.

“We expect India acknowl-

edges the mutually beneficial
nature of China-India eco-
nomic and trade cooperation,
and urge the Indian side to
change its discriminatory prac-
tices, maintain the momentum
of China-India economic and
trade cooperation, treat all
investments and service
providers equally, and create an
open, fair and just business
environment, while bearing in
mind the fundamental interests
of both sides and the overall
interests of bilateral relations,”
the Chinese embassy added in
its statement.

The TikTok app now dis-
plays a “network error” along-
side a notice that reads, “Dear
users, we are in the process of
complying with the
Government of India’s directive
to block 59 apps. Ensuring the
privacy and security of all our
users in India remains our
utmost priority.”

Asserting that it has not
shared information of Indian
users with any foreign
Government, including that of
China, Tik Tok said it has
been invited to meet with con-
cerned Government stake-
holders for an opportunity to
respond and submit 
clarifications.
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In his 6th address to the
nation during the last three

months, Prime Minister
Narendra Modi on Tuesday
announced that “PM Garib
Kalyan Ann Yojna” that has
been “delivering free food” to
80 crore poor in the country for
last three months of lockdown
would be extended to another
five months until November.

While announcing exten-
sion of the scheme, the PM
made a special mention of
Chhath festival — a sun wor-
ship festival of Bihar. The PM
said the next few months will
see a series of festival, includ-
ing Chhath for which people
will have greater needs. Bihar
is going to polls in October-
November.

The Prime Minister’s
address which focussed on the
coronavirus pandemic sought
countrymen to be “very care-
ful” by maintaining social dis-
tancing, wearing face-mask
and washing hands frequently
to prevent spread of the 
virus.

Expectations ran high
before the PM’s address with
many expecting some major
announcements related to
India-China escalation on the
Line of Actual Control in the
eastern Ladakh. A day before,
the Modi Government had
banned 59 Chinese apps,
including TikTok and WeChat.

Modi said the coronavirus
death rate in India has sta-
bilised in comparison to other
countries in the globe on
account of timely imposition of
lockdown and important mea-
sures taken by the
Government.

The Prime Minister, how-
ever, regretted that people are
turning “careless” as country
moves to unlock-2 phase.
“Laparvahi badti chali jaa rahi
hain”, (carelessness is increas-
ing), he said, adding “We need
to be more alert, specially in the
containment zone”.

The Prime Minister said
those who are “flouting norms”
in this stage of pandemic need
to be counseled.” Jo laparvahi
kar rahain hain unko rokna,
tokna aur samjhana hoga..”,
Modi said.
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After facing criticism over
the launch of an Ayurvedic

medicine kit “Coronil” claim-
ing it can cure deadly coron-
avirus in just seven days,
Patanjali Group on Tuesday
made a complete U-turn by not
only denying the claim but also
asserting that it never made any
such medicine.

Patanjali Group CEO
Acharya Balkrishna, in
response to the notice issued by
the Uttarakhand Drug
Department, denied making
any medicine named as
“Corona Kit”. He also claimed
that Patanjali Group has not
commercially sold any kit
named as “Coronil Kit” nor the
group has publicised it as a cure
for coronavirus.

In his clarification,
Balkrishna went on to say,
“We have only packed the fol-
lowing medicines ‘Divya
Swasari Vati’, ‘Divya Coronil

Tablet’ and ‘Divya Anu Tail’ in
a shipping/packaging carton
for shipping purpose. We have
only promoted the successful
trail of Coronil Kit before the
media and nothing else.”

Maharashtra had threat-
ened Patanjali with legal action
if “Coronil” is advertised or
sold in the State without
approval while the Union
AYUSH Ministry had stopped
the firm from advertising the
product unless its claims were
tested. 

The AYUSH Ministry will
clear stance on Patanjali’s  med-
icines after reviewing its report,
Shripad Naik, Union AYUSH
Minister, had said soon after
Patanjali launched the herbal
drug on June 23.

Patanjali launched
“Coronil” tablet in the presence
of group CEO Acharya
Balkrishna and Baba Ramdev.
During the launch, they
claimed the medicine has con-
stituents to cure coronavirus.
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Awedding ceremony in rural
Patna a fortnight ago

where the groom was running
high fever, two days before he
died and his body cremated
without being tested for Covid-
19, appears to have set off the
biggest infection chain in Bihar
so far, health department offi-
cials said on Tuesday.

More than 100 people have
tested positive in Paliganj sub-
division of Patna district, about
55 km from the state capital, in
the last few days, out of over
350 who have been tested upon
contact tracing, they said.
Fifteen of his relatives who
attended the wedding tested
positive for the contagion and
apparently infected others.

The officials, who request-
ed anonymity, said the groom

was a software engineer based
in Gurugram and had returned
home for his marriage in the
last week of May. A few days
after the “tilak” ceremony, he
started showing symptoms.

On June 15, the date of
wedding, he was running high
fever and wanted the ceremo-
ny to be deferred, but relented
upon the insistence of family
members who made him swal-
low paracetamol tablets and go
through the rituals.

On June 17, his condition
deteriorated significantly and
family members made a dash
to AIIMS, Patna, but he died on
the way. 

The body was cremated in
a huff, without the authorities
being informed. But some-
body telephoned the district
magistrate and narrated the
whole episode.
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Top leaders of Nepal’s ruling
communist party, including

former premier Pushpa Kamal
Dahal ‘Prachanda’ on Tuesday
demanded Prime Minister K P
Sharma Oli’s resignation, say-
ing his recent anti-India
remarks were “neither politi-
cally correct nor diplomatical-
ly appropriate.”

As soon as the powerful
Standing Committee meeting
of the Nepal Communist Party
(NCP) commenced at the
Prime Minister’s Official resi-
dence at Baluwatar, Prachanda
slammed Prime Minister Oli
for the remarks he made on
Sunday in which he claimed
that efforts were being made to
oust him after  his government
redrew Nepal’s political map by

incorporating three strategi-
cally key Indian areas.

“The Prime Minister’s
remarks that India was con-
spiring to remove him was nei-
ther politically correct, nor
diplomatically appropriate,”
Prachanda said.
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Pigs in China are getting
infected with a strain of

influenza that could jump to
humans and might lead to
another pandemic.

A report in “Science:” has
quoted   Robert Webster, an

influenza investigator who
recently retired from St Jude
Children’s Research Hospital, as
saying “it’s  “guessing game” as
to whether this strain will
mutate to readily transmit
between humans, which it has
not done yet.

“We just do not know a
pandemic is going to occur

until the damn thing occurs,”
Webster says noting that China
has the largest pig population
in the world. “Will this one do
it? God knows.”

When multiple strains of
influenza viruses infect the
same pig, they can easily swap
genes, a process known as
“reassortment.” 
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Even as efforts are on to
resolve tension at the Line

of Actual Control (LAC) in
Ladakh, China has yet again
come up with another provo-
cation by putting up massive
banners on the disputed
Pangong Tso (lake). The first
face-off nearly two months
ago began here after soldiers
from the two armies resorted to
fisticuffs after the Chinese
intruded into the Indian 
zone.

With the stand-off still on
and the Chinese bolstering
their troop strength, their lat-
est move to put up banners and
a map of China in Mandarin on
the disputed land, has started
ringing alarm bells in the secu-

rity establishment here.
The inscriptions, located

between “Finger 4” and “Finger
5” of the Pangong Tso, where
the Chinese soldiers are pre-
sent, measure approximately 81
metres in length and 25 metres
in breadth. These maps were
picked up by satellites.

Senior commanders of the
Chinese army were also last
week photographed repainting
the character of “China” in a
frontier position along the
India-China boundary.

At present, the eyeball to
eyeball confrontation between
“Finger 4” to “Finger 8” is on
between the two armies since
May 5. Fingers denote moun-
tain spurs and India has all
along maintained that it has the
right to patrol up to ‘Finger 8’.
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Claiming that the Cabinet
expansion would take place

soon, Chief Minister Shivraj
Singh Chouhan said that it
would be after tomorrow (July
1). He was talking to media
persons on Tuesday evening at
the BJP State headquarters,
after attending a meeting with
the State president of the 
party.

After spending a couple of
days deliberating upon names
to be included in his Cabinet at
New Delhi with senior leaders
including Prime Minister
Narendra Modi, Home
Minister Amit Shah and party
executive president JP Nadda,
Chouhan returned to Bhopal
on Tuesday.

Since, the programme of
Uttar Pradesh Governor
Anandiben Patel has been
finalized that she would arrive

here at around 3.30 pm today
and Chief Justice of Madhya
Pradesh would administer her
oath of Madhya Pradesh
Governor at around 4.30 pm,
it is believed that the Cabinet
expansion would take place on
July 02.

Interestingly, the Chief
Minister did not interact to the
media upon his return and
immersed himself in the meet-
ings at Mantralaya.

The Cabinet expansion was
scheduled for Tuesday as senior
leader Jyotiraditya Sindhiya and
Governor in charge Anandiben
Patel were to reach Bhopal but
both of them deferred their
arrival in the State capital.

Sources claimed that some
of the names to be included in
Cabinet, have been cleared by
the party high command but
consensus reportedly to be
resolved on the proposed plans
of not including several party

leaders in the Cabinet, at least till
the assembly by-polls are over.

Reports suggest that the
party state unit plans to exclude
several senior party leaders
who have been ministers in the
last three terms of the BJP
Government in the State.

This is perhaps the reason
several party seniors seemed in
discomfort in the last few weeks.

Sources claim that the BJP
organisation is under pressure
to accommodate all the
Congress MLA is who had
switched over to BJP in March
this year paving the way for BJP
return to power. This will obvi-
ously leave several BJP seniors
out of cabinet.  However, say-
ing the unease in it's own
camp, the BJP plans to con-
vince some of the new entrants
into the party to for minister-
ial berths till  assembly 
bypolls.

Continued on Page 3
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State Bank of India (SBI)
launched state-of-the-art

‘YONO Branches’ on the eve of
the 65th anniversary of its
Foundation Day. SBI’s inte-
grated digital and lifestyle plat-
form – YONO - is set to offer
an enthralling experience for
the customers by a perfect
assimilation of human inter-
action and digital integration in
the banking industry. 

The bank has launched
YONO Branch in three cities –
Navi Mumbai, Indore and
Gurugram as part of its pilot.
With an aim to improve cus-
tomer experience, YONO
branches will focus towards
driving adoption of digital
banking among its customers. 

SBI has re-imagined its
traditional branch design to
create a 'Digital-first’ operating
model. Through the self-ser-
vice zone, customers can
deposit cheque into Smart
Cheque Deposit Kiosks, with-
draw cash using YONO Cash,
deposit cash, and print pass-
book 24 x 7, without depend-
ing on branch staff. Self-assist
kiosks with touch screen con-
soles will allow customers to
use YONO to avail broad range
of services, such as booking FD
or creating an account, all on
their own. In availing services
digitally, customers will receive
personalized assistance from
dedicated YONO Hosts for a
comfortable banking experi-
ence. 

A large video wall will play
informational content on
YONO and bank's other digi-
tal banking products and ser-
vices. Dedicated meeting pods
will facilitate conversation
between customers and branch
staff around loans, credit card,
insurance, mutual funds and

more, at the end of which
these can be availed digitally.
All services will be simplified,
paperless and real-time, as
much as possible. SBI plans to
scale up YONO Branches
across the country in the next
5 years

Rajnish Kumar, Chairman,
SBI said, “We are glad to wit-
ness YONO SBI venturing into
brick and mortar model and
are delighted to launch YONO
Branch on the auspicious occa-
sion of State Bank Day. We
believe YONO Branch will
enable and empower customers
to adopt digital banking to
enjoy all banking services with
ease. With a gamut of banking
services being available in a
specially designed YONO
Branch, we are hopeful cus-

tomers will walk away with a
unique and memorable bank-
ing experience. At SBI it is our
constant endeavor to provide
new experiences to our valued
customers through an innova-
tive touch to our products and
services.”

In this journey of digital
transformation, the constant
endeavor of YONO SBI is to
offer its customers a gamut of
banking and lifestyle services at
their convenience. The
Platform has now reached
global markets with YONO
Global in UK & Mauritius.
YONO has also crossed the
landmark of 5.1 crore down-
loads and 2.4 crore registered
users. It has partnered with
more than 85 e-Commerce
players across 16 plus cate-
gories. SBI through YONO
has also come up with various
initiatives which include
YONO Cash (Card-less with-
drawal facility from ATMs),
Pre-approved Personal Loan,
YONO Krishi etc. catering to
all categories of customers.”
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ShareChat, the Indian social
media platform, on Tuesday

welcomed MyGovIndia, an ini-
tiative by Government of India
for citizen engagement, on its
platform. With this develop-
ment, MyGovIndia will be able
to connect and engage with
over  60 million active users  in
15 Indian languages on the
platform. 

With the Indian
Government putting a ban on 59
Chinese internet platforms on
Monday owing to serious nation-
al security, privacy  and other
risks, the announcement on
MyGovIndia joining ShareChat
makes immense significance.

Berges Y Malu, Director -
Public Policy, ShareChat said,
“ShareChat is silently leading a
social media revolution with a
strong focus on regional out-
reach keeping its Bharat con-

nect pristine. Over the years, we
have worked on addressing our
complex regional diversity and
scaled up to more than 60 mil-
lion active users. We have made
this possible with our content
diversity across 25+ categories
that connects culturally with
every user on the platform.
MyGovIndia’s presence reaf-
firms our connect with the
Indian culture and ethos and
inspires us to stay committed
towards our regional and lan-
guage-first internet users”

Speaking on the ban of 59
Chinese apps, he said, “We wel-
come the move from the
Government against platforms

that have had serious privacy,
cyber security and national
security risks. We expect the
Government to continue their
support for the Indian startup
ecosystem”

In April 2020, ShareChat
has helped in  promoting
Aarogya Setu extensively on the
platform, and contributed INR
50 million worth of ad-credits
in spreading awareness around
Aarogya Setu

ShareChat was built  with
a vision to provide a comfort-
able digital space not only for
the language-first internet
users, but also for every first-
time internet user. 
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Sagar Groups’ Sagar Institute
of Science and Technology

(SISTec) witnessed presence
of over 140 Core Companies
for campus selections for its
engineering students in 2019-
20. 

SISTec has emerged as
gateway to placement and is
part of Sagar Group having
strong manufacturing and
industrial background in
Central India. So far, the visit-
ing companies SISTec Gandhi
Nagar and Ratibad campus
students have been offered
840+ jobs offers with highest
package of 22 lacs per annum
offered by Adobe. Amongst
140+ companies visiting SISTec
include Adani, NIIT, Nestle
India, Infosys, Adobe, Amazon,
Samsung,TCS, Accenture,
Himalaya, Tata Motors,
Dassault Systemes, Bosch,
Airtel, AIS, Cummins etc are
amongst to name a few.  

Over 762 major intern-
ships have also been offered by
companies during campus visit
this year to its students in
streams of engineering, phar-
macy and management. SISTec
offers AI based learning man-
agement system for uninter-
rupted teachings and learning
to its faculties and students
along with hands on learning
on live projects on Machine
Learning. Its In- house place-
ment oriented Training pro-
gramme under Sagar Recontre
felicitate SISTec students right
from first year and sharpens
their skills with command o
communication. This Year,
SISTec has also been awarded
with the award of ‘Best
Placements in Central India by
Zee TV. 

Managing Director Sagar
Group Siddharth Sudhir
Agrawal congratulated the
selected students and said,
“The boost in placements and
offers is by virtue of consis-
tently high benchmarks set by
students. Our high skill devel-
opment programmes with 4x4
Teaching and Learning
Modules with more than 500
hours of training to students
connect students with industry
requirements.” 
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Burglars targeted a grocery
shop at Berasia market area

on Monday and decamped
with grocery goods and �12000
cash; Berasia police have start-
ed      investigation. According
to the police, the victim, Sonu
Sindhi was informed by his
neighbor that shutter of his
shop was broken in the early
morning hours on Monday

A complaint was lodged by
the victim with the Berasia
police and in his complaint he
left shop after closing the night
on Sunday  and at around 8 in
the morning his neighbor
shopkeeper informed regarding
burglary in the shop and on the
receipt he rushed to the shop
where he found that �12000
cash which was kept at counter
and grocery goods worth over
�1 lakh was burgled .

The total loss was around

�1.25 lakh. The police have reg-
istered a case under sections 457
and 380 of the IPC and have
started further investigation.

Footages of installed
CCTV cameras would be
searched during the further
investigation to establish the
identity of the miscreants.

In the last three days this is
second incident of burglary.
Earlier a jewelry shop was tar-
geted and police are yet to find
breakthrough in the case.

A  day ago before the gro-
cery shop was targeted a truck
worth �5 lakh was burgled
from Berasia which was recov-
ered by police but the miscre-
ant escaped leaving the
truck.

Police said that investiga-
tion to identify and nab the
miscreants has been intensified.
The local habitual offenders
would be quizzed to narrow
down on the burglars. 
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City's renowned Kathak expo-
nent V Anuradha Singh

will be performing for Canada
Day.  She will be performing on
Wednesday. Organised by  Sarab
Akal Music  Society of Calagary,
Canada, the performance will be
featured on Facebook live.   It is
a prestigious FB page of classi-
cal music in Canada having 11
channels and pages which will
feature kathak dance live con-
cert. 

It is to be noted that Singh
has performed at various
national and international
dance festivals as well.
Anuradha about her perfor-
mance says, “ I have performed
across the globe, but each time
I get an opportunity to perform
again, I feel the same excite-
ment as it is the first time.

I am really contented to be
a part of this programme.
Moreover, I am excited to stage
a performance before the art

lovers of different States.”
Anuradha is noted Kathak

dancer from Bhopal. She is bet-
ter known for her innovation
and improvisation in tradi-
tional Kathak technique.
Experimenting with classical
Sufi Kathak, she has evolved a
refined, sophisticated style in
pure classical form, based on
fast speeds, swift turns, mind
thrilling footwork, delicacy of
movements and impressive
expressions.

Rhythmic understanding,
ability to extemporize with
speedy rhythms and preserving
pure Kathak classical style are
some of her qualities. With
enchanting stage presence she
has earned acclamation for
intense and sensitive dance
presentations. 

She has performed solo
Kathak internationally in addi-
tion to more than 45 presti-
gious Government organized
festivals in India and has also
given across the world.
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The Ministry of Human
Resource Development

(MHRD) has recently
announced the Indian Ranking
2020 of the National
Institutional Ranking
Framework (NIRF) of the
Government of India. Among
the private universities of
Madhya Pradesh,
Rabindranath Tagore
University is the only univer-
sity which has secured its place
in the top 200 institutes of the
country for the second con-
secutive year. 

Rabindranath Tagore
University has made its place in
two categories including over-
all ranking and university rank-
ing. It is noteworthy that for the
last five years, ranking of top
educational institutions of the
country is being given annual-
ly through NIRF. The ranking
is determined based on various
parameters. 

The parameters includes

Teaching and Learning
Resources, Research and
Professional Practice,
Graduation Outcome,
Outreach and Inclusion and
Perception.

It is also noteworthy that
Rabindranath Tagore
University has received presti-
gious awards like Most
Innovative University of
Central India Award, Best
Private University of Central
India Award, Higher Education
Leadership Award.
Rabindranath Tagore
University has an MoU with
National and International.
University students are also
employed in many interna-
tional and national institu-
tions.

Besides, due to Covid-19
all the institutions are shut
down. Hence, online classes are
also being offered to students. 

According to Dr. Vijay
Singh, the registrar of
Rabindranath Tagore
University, the  University par-
ticularly focus on skill orient-
ed job oriented courses. In
addition to the traditional
courses, employment oriented
courses have also been started
in the university. 
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Failing to get work , a 17-year-old man committed suicide by
hanging with the ceiling at his house in S sector EWS under

Ayodhya Nagar police station area on Sunday.
Police said that the deceased, Sunil Pal, committed suicide

at his house. The deceased used to work at a factory which was
shut during the lockdown and later he started to work as labour-
er but failed to get work on regular basis.

The police have registered a case under section 174 of the
CrPC and started further investigation.

The father of the deceased deals in agriculture in their vil-
lage while deceased used to live with his mother in Bhopal. Police
said that reason behind the suicide remained unclear.

Meanwhile, a 38 -year-old man committed suicide by hang-
ing with the ceiling at Narela Shankari under Ayodhya Nagar
police station area on Monday. According to the police, Shiv
Kumar Jogi was found hanging in his room and was rushed to
nearby hospital where he was declared dead.

Police were informed and on the receipt of the information
a police team reached and after the preliminary investigation the
body was sent for the post mortem. The police have registered
a case under section 174 of the CrPC and have started further
investigation. In the initial investigation it was found that the
deceased used to work as supplier of school dress and accessories.
On Monday afternoon he went to the first floor of his house and
committed suicide. The reason remained unknown and would
be investigated in the further investigation. 
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The Shahpura police has
arrested two fraudsters

involved in duping a woman  of
her car in the name of servicing
it on Sunday; fraudsters escaped
with the car and mobile phone
worth �8.5 lakh posing as
employee of company engaged
in providing servicing of cars.

Police said that the accused
Deepak Kumar Sharma(29) of
Ayodhya Nagar and Chaitanya
Kumar(27) of Sonagiri were
arrested who escaped with the
car of Sheena Thomas.

In the case the main
accused Deepak used to work
with AEGIS call centre Piplani
and in the month of January he
went to Satna where he start-
ed to work for Hyundai car
showroom. At the showroom
he duped the company by sell-
ing four cars fraudulently and
later in the month of March

case of fraud was registered
against him in Satna. From his
possession �2.80 lakh cash,
one car from Bhopal and three
cars from Satna were recovered.
Presently he was out on bail
and was in Bhopal where he
planned the fraud.

The accused used SIM
card by changing its name to
nexa showroom which is a
brand name of renowned car
company to gain confidence of
the customers. He prepared

new dress and in the name of
opening of free servicing of
vehicle to promote new show-
room he duped victim in
Shahpura.

On June 28, they contact-
ed the victim and on the next
day went to collect car and doc-
uments. The victim provided
keys, documents and mobile
phone and when she went
inside her house for work
accused escaped. The victim
came outside to check the two
but they escaped with mobile
phone, car and documents.  

During the investigation
police tracked them and recov-
ered the mobile phone, car and
documents from Ahinsa Vihar
Colony. 

�������
	������ ��<1#0

A62-year-old man drowned
at Semra village under

Berasia police station area
when he had gone to take a
bath on Tuesday. The man
had gone to take bath and went
inside water after he slipped
and drowned. The deceased,
identified as Phool Singh Dangi
of Semra village, had gone to
take a bath in the morning and
entered in water and later he
slipped and drowned, the locals
informed police and later body
was fished out.

After the preliminary
investigation the body was sent
for the post mortem. The police
have registered a case under
section 174 of the CrPC and
have started further investiga-
tion

Meanwhile, body of a man
of 25-30 years was found in
Upper lake under Talaiya police

station on Monday; identity of
the deceased is yet to be estab-
lished said police.

Police were informed after
the locals spotted a body and
on the receipt of the informa-
tion a police team reached the
spot and started investigation.

According to the police a
body was found in the day on
Monday day but nothing which
could help in establishing his
identity was found. Police sus-
pects that it is possible that the
deceased might have been
killed but nothing could be
ascertained as the post mortem
report is awaited.

After the preliminary
investigation the body was sent
for the post mortem. The police
have registered a case under
section 174 of the CrPC and
have started further investiga-
tion. Police have found keys of
bike and have informed police
stations to establish identity. 
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Himachal Chief Minister Jai
Ram Thakur on Tuesday

said  curfew would remain in
force in the State from 9 PM to
5 AM.

Addressing the Deputy
Commissioners and
Superintendent of Police of
the State from Shimla through
video conferencing, he said
the State Government has
taken up the matter with the
Government of India for allow-
ing the State to regulate the
movement of people entering
Himachal Pradesh from other
parts of the country to contain
the spread of Covid-19 pan-
demic.

The Chief Minister said
that the mechanism of institu-
tional quarantine and home
quarantine would be strength-
ened, adding that the State
Government would regulate
the influx of people entering
the State so as to ensure order-
ly movement and avoid any
possible chance of spread of
Covid-19 cases.

Thakur asked the Deputy
Commissioners to prepare a list
of various developmental pro-
jects completed in their respec-
tive districts so that they could
be inaugurated online. He also
asked the Deputy
Commissioners to submit the
list of projects, for which foun-

dation stones could be laid
online and people could ben-
efit from these projects.

He said that since apple
season was round the corner,
deputy commissioners must
ensure adequate arrangements
of labour and smooth trans-
portation of the produce to the
markets, adding that all pre-
ventive measures must be taken
for minimizing the losses to the
properties due to the monsoon
season. 

He said that due to the
Covid-19 pandemic, it was not
possible for him to visit district
headquarters for interaction
with various beneficiaries
therefore, deputy commis-
sioners must also prepare
mechanisms so that he could
address beneficiaries of various
welfare schemes through video
conferencing.

Chief Secretary Anil
Khachi said that the situation
in the State was well under con-
trol and the government was
effectively managing the situ-
ation. Director General of
Police Sanjay Kundu,
Additional Chief Secretary
Home Manoj Kumar,
Additional Chief Secretary
Health R.D. Dhiman, Principal
Secretary Onkar Chand
Sharma, Principal Secretary
Law Yashwant Singh, Secretary
Rajneesh and other senior offi-
cers attended the meeting.  

CM LAUNCHES ONLINE
SELF CERTIFICATION
FACILITY FOR MSMEs

The Chief Minister
launched the online Self
Certification facility for facili-
tating Micro, Small and
Medium Enterprises (MSME)
in the State from here. This ini-
tiative for simplification of
processes under the ‘Ease of
Doing Business’ is expected to
go a long way in providing
relief to the entrepreneurs.

Thakur said that earlier the
entrepreneurs had to take all
the required clearances from
departments concerned prior
to setting up of the enterprise,
which generally resulted in
unnecessary escalation of pro-
ject cost and wastage of time. 

He said that this online cer-
tification facility would not
only save the entrepreneurs
from cumbersome procedures,
but also facilitate in setting up
the enterprises at the 
earliest.    

He said now with this
online self certification portal
facility, the entrepreneurs
would furnish a duly filled in
“Declaration of Intent” to the
Nodal Agency electronically
on the portal. He said that the
nodal agency would grant
‘Acknowledgement Certificate’
in the electronic format to the
entrepreneur within seven
days.
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In order to cater to the grow-
ing needs of patients, the

city's leading health hub, Tata
Motors Hospital has added new
facilities. On the eve of Doctors’
Day, the senior management of
the hospital interacted with the
media and shared their future
plans.

Speaking on the occasion
Dr. Sanjay Kumar, head, med-
ical services, said that the num-
ber of ICU beds have been
increased from 8 to 12 beds. The
new facility is proving a boon
for the patients.

This year Tata Motors
Hospital has added various new
facilities like Eye OT,
Implementation of Ward
Management System across the
hospital, Chemo-port Insertion,
Advanced Pain Management,
Permacath Insertion for
Dialysis. The hospital has per-
formed 600 cataract operations
so far.

“We have also been able to
successfully execute Prime
Minister’s Jan Arogya
Yojana(PM-JAY) under the
brand name TML Plaza. Post
the sudden hit of pandemic Tata
Motors Hospital has converted
TML Plaza from PMJAY to
covid Dedicated hospital with
100% production gears, fully
equipped hospital along with

best set of doctors,” said Kumar.
On Doctors Day will be cel-

ebrated in a unique way at Tata
Motors Hospital where a set of
senior doctors will be talking
workshops of the school kids via
a mode of video conference on
Covid-19. A special session for
students of class 10th and 12th
of various schools will be organ-
ised to guide them to join the
noble profession to serve the
nation and humanity at large.

“It gives me immense pride
and happiness to be a part of
Tata Motors Hospital for more
than one and a half decade. The
year 2019 has been a successful
one for us at TML Hospital in
solving some of the very chal-
lenging and complicated cases
with one of the finest teams of
doctors by my side. 

However, 2020 has been a
challenging year worldwide,
due to the global pandemic
Covid-19. Our team of doctors
are working round the clock to
protect every life and they are
working relentlessly for the
community in each vertical,”
said Kumar.

Tata Motors Hospital is a
404 bedded multi-specialty hos-
pital in Jamshedpur, which was
established in 1968. This hospi-
tal has been continuously striv-
ing to offer the highest standard
of services to patients with great
empathy and humanity.
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Chief Minister Shivraj Singh
Chouhan has issued

instructions to the district col-
lectors and Officers in-charge
to remain alert and make
efforts to contain Covid-19
cases in Chambal region before
any spike is observed. 

Chouhan instructed to
ensure effective implementa-
tion of the “Kill Corona” cam-
paign starting from July 1 in the
entire State. Reviewing the
corona situation in Morena
district, the Chief Minister
said that curfew imposed as a
precautionary measure should
be continued. All should gear
up to work for controlling the
disease. 

He told Principal Secretary
Shri Malay Shrivastava to keep
a constant watch on the situa-
tion. On receiving information
about 59 positive cases in
Morena on Monday, Chief
Minister Chouhan expressed
concern and sought detailed
information about Morena.
Officer-in-charge Malay
Shrivastava informed that the
densely populated colonies of
Morena would be covered in
the Kill-corona campaign start-
ing from July 1.

Chouhan said that with the
combined efforts of everyone in
the last three months, we have
succeeded in controlling coro-

na to a great extent. Madhya
Pradesh has set an example for
other States of the country in
corona control. The activities of
Madhya Pradesh have also
been appreciated by Prime
Minister Narendra Modi
recently. Chief Minister
Chouhan said that “Kill
Corona” campaign is being
conducted in the next phase to
make the State totally corona
free. He called on all sections
of the society to participate in
the campaign.

Additional Chief Secretary
Health Mohammad Suleman
informed that there are suffi-
cient beds available for patients
in Morena. Necessary arrange-
ments have also been made to
quarantine suspected 
patients. 

Positive cases have come
up because of people coming
from other places. The situa-
tion will improve as the curfew
continues. Chief Minister
Chouhan said that all the
Officers in-charge should con-
stantly review the efforts being
made after obtaining regular
information about areas under
their charge. 

Chouhan said that fever
clinics should work at full
capacity. Necessary treatment
and guidance should be pro-
vided to the citizens on the
basis of the symptoms of the
disease in the Door to Door

Survey starting from
Wednesday.

It was informed in the
video conference and review
meeting that Madhya Pradesh
is in a better position than
other States in corona 
control. 

The growth rate in the
State is 1.46 percent, which is
lesser than half of the country’s
average growth rate of 3.68.
The recovery rate of the State
is 76.5 percent, which is slight-
ly less than the Rajasthan which
is in the first place with 77.1.
With testing facility developing
in the State, the virus has been
controlled to a great extent suc-
cessfully. 

In the last 24 hours, 9
thousand 855 tests have been
conducted. Out of these, only
223 positive cases have been
found . It was also informed in
the video conference that the
recovery rate in the medical
colleges in the State has also
improved. 

The recovery rate in
Bhopal’s Chirayu Medical
College, besides Jabalpur,
Indore, Ratlam and Khandwa
Medical College, is 80 percent
and above. At present there are
1106 containment areas in the
State. Chief Secretary Iqbal
Singh Bains, Principal
Secretary Health Faiz Ahmed
Kidwai were also present at the
meeting.
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Renowned Kuchipudi exponent Anupama Kylash was featured
during the talk show Baaton Baaton Mein.
A talk series ‘Baaton Baaton Mein’ is being held everyday on

Instagram. Hosted by renowned art critic Sunil Mishr, the series
is being held for the art lovers. 

Here on Tuesday, the series marked its 69th episode. In this
episode, Sunil Mishr talked with a renowned classical dancer
Anupama Kylash. It is to be noted that the series is all about meet-
ing with renowned personalities of classical dance and music
world. They talk about their struggles, life and success during
the talk show.  Anupama is trained in Kuchipudi from Uma Rama
Rao and has been actively performing this style from the past
20 years. 

She has given over 600 performances in India and abroad.
After completing her Bachelors and Masters degree in Dance,
she then went on to do her Doctorate in the same from the
University of Hyderabad. She established ‘Anubhav’, a center for
Dance, Music and Literature in Hyderabad.

Anupama along with her disciples has presented a number
of creative and innovative dance features and ballets and has won
several accolades for them. She has also presented several lec-
ture – demonstrations and papers at seminars and conferences
of Dance.

She has been training for some years now in Vilasini Natyam
from Padmabhushan Swapnasundari. She has performed in fes-
tivals of Dance across the country. She has toured United
Kingdom, United States of America, Germany, Sweden and
Canada extensively under the auspices of Indian National Trust
of Art and Cultural Heritage (I.N.T.A.C.H.) and performed in
several prestigious centres.
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Sewa Sadan Eye Hospital will
remain open for all 365

days of the year. This has been
decided by the management of
the hospital trust. 

The Chairman of the Trust
Sant Siddh Bhauji said that the
hospitals perform important
duties to relieve the patients
from their agonies. 

Sant Siddh Bhu said that
the holidays in medical organ-
isation causes a lot of difficul-
ties for the society and the
patients, due to non-availabil-
ity of medical services during
holidays.
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Senior officials Munnalal
Kannauji in charge of

Administrative work and
Assistant Grade-1 Iqbal Khan
Directorate of Sports and Youth
Welfare, were bid a farewell by
departmental officers and staff
on their retirement on Tuesday.

They were given momen-
tum and shawl by Director
Sports and Youth Welfare VK
Singh. 

Sports Director Singh
appreciated the excellent work
done by Kannauji and Khan
during their government ser-
vice period and wished them
for a long and bright future.

On this occasion, all the
officers and employees of the
Directorate including Joint
Director Vinod Pradhan and
BS Yadav were present.

Administrative Officer-in-
charge Munnalal Kannauji
started government service on
October 10, 1979 by taking
charge as Assistant Grade-3 in
the District Panchayat and
Social Service Officer Office,
Shivpuri. From the year 1983,
he was promoted to the rank of
High Class Clerk, Accountant
and Auditor in Gwalior. In the
year 2010, he was promoted to
the post of Senior Auditor and
appointed to the Directorate of
Sports. He was promoted to the
rank of Superintendent in 2014.
He retired today after 40 years,
8 months and 22 days of gov-
ernment service.

Similarly, Iqbal Khan start-
ed his government service on 19
September 1979 from the office
of District Panchayat and Social
Service Officer Shajapur on the
post of Assistant Grade-3.  On
July 1983, he was posted in the
Directorate of Sports after pro-
motion to the post of Assistant
Grade-2. 
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From Page 1
Suggesting resentment,

senior BJP leader Gopal
Bhargav said advantage of lead-
ers with experience and mass
base should be taken. The
Congress had done this mistake
and suffered, cautioned Bhargav.
Taking a pot shot on delay in
cabinet expansion, former
Congress minister PC  Sharma

on Tuesday said that the BJP is
planning to ignore party seniors
in cabinet reshuffle.Now in BJP,
the former Congressman Aidal
Singh Kansana hit back saying
Congress sees others the way
they are. There is no hurry, BJP
government will expand cabinet
at proper time, he added reject-
ing any discord in the party over
cabinet berths.
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Even as Covid-19 cases and
related deaths continue to

register an upward swing, the
Punjab Government virtually
opened its borders for residents
of other states by removing
inter-State travel restrictions.
The State also relaxed restric-
tions on the timings of open-
ing of shops and night curfew,
besides doing away with the
“weekend lockdown”.

Issuing the guidelines for
phased reopening for ‘Unlock
2’ from July 1 to 30, the State
Government has given one
hour relaxation for the opening
of all shops, liquor vends,
salons, barber shops, restau-
rants, religious places, and also
in the night curfew which
would be from 10 pm to 5 am.

As per the new guidelines,
under which the Government
has decided to reopen more

activities in a calibrated man-
ner in areas outside the con-
tainment zones, the shops,
other than those dealing with
essential commodities, will
remain close on Sunday only.

Schools, colleges, educa-
tional and coaching institutions
would remain closed till July
31, 2020, while the online or
distance learning would con-
tinue to be permitted and
encouraged.

However, training institu-
tions of the Central and State
Governments would be
allowed to function from July
15 for which standard operat-
ing procedures (SOP) would be
issued by the Centre’s
Department of Personnel and
Training (DoPT).

Spokesperson said that
under these detailed guide-
lines, the State Government has
allowed the district authorities
to impose such restrictions as

deemed necessary in areas out-
side the containment zones.

However, there shall be no
restriction on inter-state and
intra-state movement of per-
sons and goods including those
for cross land-border trade
under treaties with neigh-
bouring countries; and no sep-
arate permission, approval, or
e-permit will be required for
such movements.

As per the guidelines, the
cinema halls, gymnasiums,
swimming pools, entertain-
ment parks, theatres, bars,
auditoriums, assembly halls
and similar places would con-
tinue to remain close.
“International air travel of pas-
sengers would also be prohib-
ited, except as permitted by
MHA. Apart from this, social,
political, sports, entertainment,
academic, cultural, religious
functions and other large con-
gregations would also remain
prohibited,” said the spokesper-
son adding that all other activ-
ities shall be permitted in areas

outside containment zones.
Spokesperson said that

lockdown shall continue to
remain in force in containment
zones till July 31, 2020, and
such zones would be demar-
cated by the district authorities
as per the guidelines of the
Union Ministry of Health and
Family Welfare (MoHFW).

Only essential activities
shall be permitted in the con-
tainment zones, said the
spokesperson adding that the
district authorities may accord-
ingly take requisite action in
containment and buffer zones
as per guidelines of MoHFW,
and the Punjab Health and
Family Welfare Department.

“The movement of indi-
viduals for all non-essential
activities would remain pro-
hibited between 10 pm to 5 am
throughout the State. However,
essential activities including
operation of multiple shifts,
movement of persons and
goods on national and state
highways and unloading of

cargo and travel of persons to
their destinations after disem-
barking from buses, trains and
aeroplanes would be permit-
ted,” said the spokesperson.

As per the guidelines, the
district authorities have been
accordingly directed to issue
prohibitory orders under sec-
tions 144 of Code of Criminal
Procedure (CrPC) and ensure
strict compliance.

Besides, the movement by
passenger trains and Shramik
special trains, domestic air
travel, movement of Indian
Nationals stranded outside the
country and of specified per-
sons to travel abroad, evacua-
tion of foreign nationals and
sign-on and sign-off of Indian
seafarers will continue to be
regulated as per SOPs issued.

Persons above 65 years of
age, with co-morbidity, pregnant
women and children below the
age of 10 years are advised to stay
at home except for essential
requirements and for health
purposes, as per the guidelines.
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Jharkhand has jumped from
sixth position to fourth posi-

tion among all states and union
territories in country in terms of
Covid-19 recovery rate, health
officials said on Tuesday.

As per government data, the
State's Covid recovery rate was
75.66 per cent on Monday
against the national average of
59.07 per cent.

Rajasthan, Madhya Pradesh,
Bihar, Gujarat and Odisha had
better recovery rate than
Jharkhand, as per details released
by the health ministry on June
24. The State was below Odisha
and Gujarat in terms of Covid
recovery rate then.

Rajasthan has a recovery rate
of 78.80 per cent, as per figures
mentioned in the official website
of union ministry of health and
family welfare. Madhya Pradesh
has the second highest recovery
rate of 77.26 per cent, while Bihar

has a recovery rate of 76.47 per
cent, health ministry's official
website highlighted.

“Our doctors are doing a
commendable job. It is certain-
ly an achievement for the state
and a morale booster for every-
one involved in fighting the
pandemic in Jharkhand,” said
state health secretary Nitin
Madan Kulkarni.

The recovery rate in
Jharkhand jumped from 38.16
per cent on June 10 to nearly 76
per cent on Monday, data com-
piled by the National Health
Mission (NHM) stated.

The count of patients who
have recovered from Covid-19
infection has already surpassed
the number of active cases in

Jharkhand. According to data
shared by NHM on Monday
morning, as many as 2490 Covid
cases have been reported in the
state so far and 1884 of these
patients have recovered. The
number of active cases here
stands at 591.

Dr. Prabhat Kumar, the in-
charge of State's Covid-19 task
force, said that Jharkhand's
Covid-fighting model could be
replicated in other states to fight
coronavirus. “Our recovery rate
is among the best in the coun-
try. The credit for this goes to our
health workers and others
involved in fighting Corona
here,” he said. The government
has so far collected samples of
1.44 lakh Covid suspects from
across the state and tested around
1.42 lakh of them. Around 3 lakh
people have been put in home
quarantine in the state and over
30,000 have been sent to insti-
tutional quarantine, NHM fig-
ures further said.
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Throwing a spanner in the
Delhi  Government’s

ambitious plans to set up a
Plasma Bank, the Centre in its
revised guidelines for blood
transfusion services in India
has made it clear that for the
collection of convalescent
plasma and the clinical trials
from cured Covid-19 patients,
the donor selection criteria
specifically for this purpose
should be as prescribed by the
Drug Controller General of
India (DCGI).

The guidelines which
were issued on Monday with
an aim to maintain a safe and
adequate blood supply during
the Covid-19 pandemic, also
said that the use of convales-
cent plasma for routine treat-
ment of  virus infected
patients is not recommended
at present.

This means that the Delhi
Government will have to seek
nod from the drug regulator
everytime it plans for plasma
therapy, which might delay
the treatment process.

The Union Health
Ministry has updated the sec-
ond interim-national guid-
ance for blood transfusion
services-taking inputs from
the World Health
Organisation (WHO) interim
guidance and newer evidence
generated for Covid-19.

Dr Sunil Gupta, addi-
tional director general, Blood
Transfusion Ser vices at
NACO, has requested all the
State AIDS Control Societies
and State Blood Transfusion
Councils to adopt the guide-
lines to their specific needs.
Dr Gupta has directed the
professionals engaged in
blood transfusion services to
facilitate the maintenance of
adequate stocks of safe blood
to meet requirements.

The latest guidance of
safe blood transfusion service
is in the suppression of the
first guidance issued by
NBTC on March 25.

While revising the exist-
ing national guidance for
blood transfusion service, the
National Blood Transfusion
Councils (NTBC) has updat-
ed the exclusion criteria for
donors to maintain blood
safety, infection control mea-
sures etc. Use of facemask by
healthcare providers in blood
centre, blood mobile van or an
outdoor blood donation camp
shall be mandatory to prevent
transmission of the virus.

The guidelines include
factors like criteria for post-
donation care, recommenda-
tion on testing of blood and
blood components for Covid-
19 pathogen reduction tech-
nologies etc, managing the
supply chain system for com-
modities required in blood
transfusion services, collec-
tion of convalescent plasma
besides managing the supply
chain system for commodities
required in the blood trans-
fusion service."

Though the guideline
enables a platform for the col-
lection of convalescent plas-
ma to help re-entry of cured
Covid-19 patients as donors
for convalescent plasma for
treatment of virus infected
patients, it transplant cannot
be done with out the  approval
of the DCGI.

Moreover, says the gov-
ernment document, the nec-
essary guidelines for collec-
tion of convalescent plasma
the recovered COVID-19
patients for the treatment of
such cases will be issued as
when the efficacy of this form
of treatment is established
and approved by the compe-
tent bodies.

The Delhi Government
on Monday, the day the
guidelines were issued had
announced setting up the
plasma bank within next few
days to treat the patient with
specif ic  symptoms with
Plasma therapy.

The State Government
had supported its move by cit-
ing cases of Covid cured
patients after they received
Plasma therapy.
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As Prime Minister Narendra
Modi on Tuesday

announced the extension of the
Pradhan Mantri Garib Kalyan
Ann Yojana till November, the
Food Corporation of India
(FCI) has 816.60 lakh tonnes of
foodgrains in its buffer stocks
to meet the requirements under
the scheme. The Centre needs
only 200 lakh tonnes of food
grains to continue the scheme
till November to 81 crore ben-
eficiaries.

According to the Ministry of
Food and Consumer Affairs
data, as per the FCI report
dated June 28, FCI currently has
266.29 lakh tonnes of rice and
550.31 lakh tonnes of wheat.
Hence, a total of 816.60 lakh
tonnes of food grain stock is
available (excluding the ongoing
purchase of wheat and paddy,
which have not yet reached the
godown). The FCI has trans-
ported 277.73 lakh tonnes across
the country since lockdown
which was imposed on March
25.

Earlier, under the Pradhan
Mantri Garib Kalyan Ann
Yojana (PMGKAY), allocation of
about 120 lakh tonnes of food
grains was made between April
and June. According to the
ministry, a total of 116.02 lakh
tonnes of food grains have been
lifted. In the month of April
2020, 37.02 lakh tonnes (93 per
cent) food grains have been dis-
tributed to 74.05 crore benefi-
ciaries, in May 2020, total 36.49
lakh tonnes (91 per cent) food
grains distributed to 72.99 crores
beneficiaries and in the month
of June 2020, 28.41 lakh tonnes
(71 per cent) food grains have
been distributed to 56.81 crores
beneficiaries.

The existing National Food
Security Act provides 5kg of
foodgrain per person monthly at

a subsidised rate of �2-3 per kg
to the country’s poor. Under the
PMGKY, the ration quota was
enhanced by another 5 kg apart
from one kg of grams for free for
the next five months in June.

Under AtmaNirbhar Bharat
package, the Centre decided to
provide 8 lakh tonnes of food-
grains to about 8 crore migrant
labourers, stranded and needy
families, who are not covered
under NFSA or State scheme
PDS cards. "The states and
union territories (UTs) have
lifted 6.39 lakh tonnes of food
grains. States and UTs have dis-
tributed 99,207 tonnes of food
grains to total 209.96 lakh (in the
May 120.08 lakh and in June
89.88 lakh) beneficiaries," the
ministry said.  The Government
also approved 39,000 tonnes of
pulses for 1.96 crore migrant
families.

As regards pulses, the total
requirement for the three
months is 5.87 lakh tonnes.
The Centre is bearing 100 per
cent financial burden of about
�5,000 crore under this scheme.

So far, 5.79 lakh tonnes of
pulses have been dispatched to
states/UTs and 5.58 lakh tonnes
have reached the states/UTs,
while 4.40 lakh tonnes of puls-
es have been distributed.

On foodgrain procurement,
the Centre said that as on June
28, 388.34 lakh tonnes of wheat
and 745.66 lakh tonnes paddy
were procured.

As on June 1, 2020, the
''One Nation One Card'' scheme
is enabled in 20 states/UTs,
namely - Andhra Pradesh,
Bihar, Daman & Diu (Dadra
and Nagar Haveli), Goa,
Gujarat, Haryana, Himachal
Pradesh, Jharkhand, Kerala,
Karnataka, Madhya Pradesh,
Maharashtra, Mizoram,
Odisha,  Punjab, Rajasthan,
Sikkim, Uttar Pradesh,
Telangana and Tripura.
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With the emergence of 53
new positive cases during

the last 24 hours, the BSF has
become the second paramili-
tary to have breached the
1,000-mark in terms of novel
coronavirus infection in the
ranks after the CRPF that
reported a record 88 Covid
positive cases during the day to
reach the tally of 1,219 infect-
ed personnel.

Out of the total 1,219
infected personnel in the
Central Reserve Police Force
(CRPF), including 88 new
cases during the last 24 hours,
the paramilitary has 555 active
cases and 655 recovered
patients besides nine deaths.

The Border Security Force
(BSF) has at present 354 active
Covid-19 patients and 659
personnel have recovered
from the pandemic. The para-
military has reported four

deaths due to coronavirus
infections besides a road acci-
dent vicitm who was later
tested to be postive for the
viral disease. The BSF has tally
of 1,018 infected personnel till
now.

The Indo-Tibetan Border
Police (ITBP) reported 14
new cases of Covid-19 infec-
tion during the last 24 hours
and one infected person
recovered during the period.

The ITBP has 94 active
cases now after 237 persons
recovered from the disease.

Out of the 94 active cases
in the ITBP ranks, 23 cases are
from the national Capital and
the remaining from various
formations across the country.

Out of the 23 active cases
in ITBP in Delhi, 21 are

admitted at CAPF Referral
Hospital, Greater Noida and
one each at Safdurjang
Hospital and MCD Hosipital,
both in the national Capital.

The CRPF is engaged in
internal security roles across
the countr y,  including
enforcement of lockdown
measures, and a number of
infections were initially con-
tracted during such duties,
officials said. The BSF, essen-
tailly a border guarding force,
also contracted the disease in
the initial phase of the spread
due to deployment in aid of
civil police, including the
national.

The CAPF Referral
Hospital, Greater Noida is
also managing 11 patients of
BSF, 36 of CRPF, 54 of CISF,
seven from SSB, two of NIA,
one of NSG, two from
Intelligence Bureau besides
one each from NTRO, NDRF
and former BSF personnel. 
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The Congress expressed its
disappointment with Prime

Minister Narendra Modi’s
address to the nation on
Tuesday, where he announced
an extension to the Pradhan
Mantri Garib Kalyan Anna
Yojana for free distribution of
food grains to the poor till the
end of November this year.
Congress questioned why the
PM didn’t address the issue of
Chinese incursions.

Former Congress chief
Rahul Gandhi used a urdu
poetry to criticise the PM's
speech."Don't beat about the
bush, tell us who snatched our
land. We have no grudge
against those who stole what is
ours, but we have questions
about your leadership," Rahul
tweeted soon after Modi's
speech.

The Congress criticised the
PM's speech and said: "We
need to move beyond the sym-
bolic gesture of banning 59
Chinese apps; we are importing

more from China. Is this our
response to 20 bravehearts los-
ing their lives? We need more
decisive decisions and real
steps".

The party alleged that the
PM was as usual in election
mode keeping an eye on Bihar
assembly elections due around
Diwali and Chhath this year.

“Forget condemning
China, the PM is too afraid to
even talk about it in his nation-
al address,” a tweet on the
Congress's official handle said,
a few minutes after the prime
minister’s address finished.

“Another national address
that could have been a
Government notification,” the
party said in another tweet
preceding the one related to the
Chinese incursion question.

The Congress has been
demanding that the Prime
Minister clarifies on his earlier
remark on China made during
the all party meet. The party has
attacked the Prime Minister

ever since alleging that he had
denied the incidents of Chinese
intrusion across the Line of
Actual Control (LAC) in east-
ern Ladakh in contradiction
with his own government’s offi-
cial statements confirming the
occupation of Indian territory
by the Chinese army.

Former Congress chief
Rahul Gandhi asked the Prime
Minister to explain how he pro-
poses to drive Chinese troops
out of Ladakh.

“The whole country knows
that China has snatched India’s
land. We all know the Chinese
are at four places in Ladakh.
Please tell the country how you
will evict the Chinese troops
and when?” he asked in a video
address barely an hour before
the Prime Minister’s address to
the nation.

He also took a swipe at the
BJP over the rising imports
from China to allege that the
‘Make in India’ was not effec-
tive.
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In a first of its kind, the IIT
Madras on Tuesday launched

an online BSc degree course on
Programming and Data
Science, making it world’s first
such programme. With this,
one can study at IIT Madras
completely online. The best
thing about this programme is
that it has multiple entry and
exit points so you can choose
the model you need as per your
own professional requirements
-and you don't need to appear
for JEE to apply. 

The Indian Institute of
Technology (IIT) Madras has
been ranked as the best Indian
institute in India, as per the
NIRF ranking. The course will
be imparted online while its
assessment including the exams
will be done in an offline

mode. The course has no age
limit and students who have
passed class 12 can also take it
up.

HRD Minister Ramesh
Pokhariyal Nishank said that it
is the first-ever entirely online
degree programme and said
that he dedicates this to all the
students of India. He com-
mented that the country was in
need of such a course. He said
that students who graduate
from IITs are leading India by
heading the top-notch compa-
nies today.

Bhaskar Ramamurthi,
Director, IIT Madras said that
through these courses, the
institute aims to reach a larger
number of students. 

The course comes with
multiple entries and exit points.
Students can get a certificate,
diploma, and degree based on
when they exit the course.
After completing class 12, stu-
dents will have to pursue a
foundation course while those
who have a college-level degree
can directly enroll at the diplo-
ma level.
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The Ministry of Civil
Aviation has allowed its

Agriculture counterpart to use
drones at night to combat
locust swarms in western and
central India. The approval
from the Ministry of Civil
Aviation comes a little over a
month after the Directorate of
Plant Protection, Quarantine
and Storage (DPPQS), which
comes under the Ministry of
Agriculture, was made the
nodal agency for using drones
in anti-locust operations.

Presently, it has engaged
five companies to provide a
total of 25 drones for effective
control of locusts settling on tall
trees and inaccessible areas.
Till now, 12 drones have been
deployed for locust control in

Jaisalmer, Barmer, Jodhpur,
Bikaner and Nagaur.

The latest clearance will
allow the agri department to
use drones weighing up to 50
kilogramme with its payload, as
opposed to the earlier limit of
25 kg quadcopter restriction.
These engine-powered drones
will have three times the flight
time and will be able to carry
60 percent more pesticides
than those currently in opera-
tion.

According to the ministry,
India has become the first
country in the world to use
drones for locust control after
finalising the protocols. Use of
drones has added one addi-
tional dimension as it is effec-
tive for tall trees and inacces-
sible areas, the ministry said.
One drone can cover 16-17
hectares area in one hour. 
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Tamil Nadu saw 60 persons los-
ing their lives to Covid-19 while

3,943 new patients getting diagnosed
with the pandemic on Tuesday,
according to the State Government’s
media release.

Out of the 3,943 persons tested
positive on Tuesday, Chennai alone
accounted for 2, 393 cases.  The dead

include 57 patients who had co-mor-
bid issues which means they were
suffering from serious ailments like
diabetes mellitus, kidney malfunc-
tioning, hypertension and cardio
vascular problems.

The press release said till date 90,
167 persons in the State were diag-
nosed with covid-19. As on Tuesday,
there were 38,889 active cases in the
State while 50,074 patients were

cured from the pandemic and are
back in their homes.

Tamil Nadu continued aggres-
sive testing through 90 laboratories
which tested 30,053 patients on
Tuesday. The State has till date test-
ed 1.1million persomere ns till date.

Chengalpet (160), Thiruvallur
(153) , Kancheepuram (90) ,
Madurai (246) were the other dis-
tricts which showed unabated

increase in the number of coron-
avirus afflicted persons. M K Stalin,
leader of opposition and DMK chief
lambasted the Tamil Nadu
Government for not releasing dis-
trict-wise and hospital-wise details
of testing. “The information given in
the press releases issued by the
Government on a daily basis are
mere claims. Had the Chief Minister
taken the effort to read the releases

issued by me over the last three
months and tried to follow the sug-
gestions given in them, the State
would not have seen such a situation
like this,” said Stalin.

Dr C V Krishnaswami,
Chennai’s octogenarian physician
and leading diabetologist said he was
at pains to understand the logic
behind the Government extending
the lockdown till July 5  and then

shifting to the pre-June 19 mode.
“The lockdown has seen the num-
ber of covid-19 patients going up to
almost 4,000 per day. The sick has
become more sick while the healthy
has become more healthy. Had they
allowed  the people to move freely,
such a scenario would not have hap-
pened. I do feel that the  Tamil Nadu
government has lost direction,” said
Dr Krishnaswamy.
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While critics called it the
beginning of a pre-elec-

toral battle of bounties Bengal
Chief Minister Mamata
Banerjee on Tuesday respond-
ed to Prime Minister Narendra
Modi’s extension of free ration
package till November --- just
around when Bihar elections
are scheduled to take place ---
with a more-than-matching
largesse of free ration that
would continue till 2021 June
when the State Assembly polls
are likely to end.

“They are giving free ration
till the month of November…
So we will give it till the month
of June next year,” Banerjee said
reminding that “Bengal is giv-
ing a better deal than the
Centre insofar as the quality of
the rice is concerned as we
directly procure the good qual-
ity rice from the farmers but
they take it rice from FCI …
additionally we are also giving
flour along with rice.”

Referring to the central
scheme she said that the pack-
age announced by the Union
Government only covers 60
percent people unlike how it
works in Bengal. 

“Here in Bengal we provide
free ration to the entire popu-
lation of more than 10 crore
people but their scheme is lim-
ited to only half of the popula-
tion. The Central scheme caters
to only 6 crore population of
Bengal whereas my scheme
reaches each and every house-
hold. So I will request the
Prime Minister to extend his
scheme to the entire 130 crore
people of the country,” Banerjee
said questioning the efficacy of

the one country one ration card
scheme too.

“From our childhood we
have seen different kinds of
ration cards, from the long
white ones to blue and red ones
to the digital ones and now we
are listening to a new slogan of
one nation one ration card…
the concept is still not clear to
me,” she said wondering
whether this scheme was equiv-
alent to the other schemes like
“one nation one election or one
nation one leader etc.”

On Monday she had
launched a circuitous attack
against the Centre for refusing
to disclose details on the PM
CARES Fund, wondering why
Delhi was not disclosing the
amount it had received.

“We have nothing to hide
on how much we have received.
We are not shying away from
talking about it,” she said
adding her government has so
far got Rs 190 crore to fight the
COVID-19 pandemic and for
Amphan relief. She said the
state government has released
Rs 6,500 crore and more will be

required.
Earlier on Tuesday the

Chief Minister said that her
Government was writing three
letters to the Centre request-
ing it to restrict regular flights
from hotspot areas to a single
flight a week, besides appeal-
ing for withdrawal of special
laws related to cooperative
banks.

“Our Chief Secretary is
writing to the Centre to restrict
flights from hotspot areas to
Bengal to one flight a week,” she
said. “In fact we will ask the
Centre to stop flights from such
areas altogether for two com-
ing weeks at least,” Banerjee
said adding a second letter
was going with a “request of
repealing the new legislations
sought to hammer the cooper-
ative banks which are very
useful to run state’s economy.”

Besides “we are also writ-
ing to the Centre to start the
Metro services at least to ferry
those people who are associat-
ed with essential services dur-
ing the corona times,” Banerjee
said.
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Operation 'all out' is going
full steam in Jammu and

Kashmir. In the month of June
2020, the joint teams of securi-
ty forces have gunned down 51
terrorists, highest so far in one
month since November 2018.

The highest number of 28
terrorists were neutralised in
South Kashmir's Shopian dis-
trict alone while 10 terrorists
were gunned down in
Pulwama, 5 in Anantnag, 2
each in Kulgam and Baramulla
and four in Rajouri district.

According to Dilbagh
Singh, Director General of
Jammu and Kashmir Police,
"despite repeated attempts
aimed at pushing heavily armed
infiltrators inside the Indian ter-
ritory the multi layered securi-
ty grid remains intact and fully
alert to foil nefarious designs of
Pakistan".

He said in the first six
months, the security forces
have so far eliminated 128 ter-
rorists in Jammu and Kashmir.

Out of this, pro-Pakistan
Hizbul Mujahideen terror out-
fit suffered maximum hits. At
least 70 terrorists of Hizbul
Mujahideen, 20 each of
Lashkar-e-Tayyeba and Jaish-e-
Mohammad and rest from dif-
ferent terror outfits were
gunned down by the security
forces in clean operations.

In the majority of opera-
tions conducted in South
Kashmir districts, the security
forces didn't suffer any major
collateral damage and attempts
were made to ensure zero loss
of life and property of civilians
near the encounter site.

DGP, however, maintained
that the terrorist launch pads

were active in Pakistan and
attempts were being made to
infiltrate terrorists into India.In
the past many such attempts
were foiled and they will be
foiled in the future also," he said.

He also said that it was
being noticed that there was a
decline in the number of local
boys joining terror ranks.At
present, only 24 fresh recruits
are active in the Kashmir val-
ley and a large number of mis-
guided youth, who had taken
up arms have been restored
back to their families after
counselling them.  

Interacting with the local
media in Poonch , after review-
ing the security situation in bor-
der districts, DGP said, on
Tuesday two terrorists involved
in the killing of a five-year-old
child and a CRPF jawan last
week were eliminated in the vil-
lage Waghama area of
Anantnag.

The joint operation was
conducted by the JKP , 3RR and
CRPF in the said area.

According to a police
spokesman, during the search
operation as the presence of
terrorists got ascertained they
were given the opportunity to
surrender, however they fired
indiscriminately upon the
joint search party, which was
retaliated leading to an
encounter.

In the ensuing encounter,
02 unidentified terrorists were
killed and their bodies were
retrieved from the site of
encounter. IGP Kashmir,Vijay
Kumar said that both the killed
terrorists along with terrorist
Zahid were involved in killing
of one Policeman last year and
killings of two CRPF personnel
and one minor boy recently.
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Last week’s custodial death of
the father-son duo of P

Jeyaraaj and J Fenix at
Sattankulam Police Station in
thoothukudi district took a new
turn on Tuesday with the
Division Bench of the Madras
High Court directing the
Deputy Superintendent of
Police (CB-CID) Tirunelveli to
take up the investigation on
Tuesday itself as the court feared
that there were possibilities of
the evidences being tampered
with by the accused cops.

Though the Additional
Advocate General informed
the Court that the Tamil Nadu
Government had ordered  a
CBI probe into the death of
Jeyaraaj and Fenix, the Court
said till the time the CBI offi-
cials take charge of  the inves-
tigation, cops belonging to the
CB-CID should conduct the
investigation as it cannot be left
to the officials manning the
police station.

Judges P N Prakash and B
N Pugalendhi who examined
the autopsy reports submitted
by the Forensic Sciences
Department and the Judicial
Magistrate who investigated
the happenings in the police
station and the Kovilpatti Jail
said that prima facie there were
sufficient evidences to doubt
about brutality. “The autopsy
report speaks about assault
marks on the bodies of Jeyaraaj
and Fenix. The Judicial
Magistrate deputed by this
court for an on the spot assess-
ment at the police station was

threatened by the cops,” said the
judges.

The High Court also initi-
ated suo motu criminal con-
tempt proceedings against ASP
D.Kumar, DSP C.Prathaban
and constable Murugan, who
had made some disparaging
remarks against the Judicial
Magistrate when the latter went
to the station for the investiga-
tion. Based on the directions of
the court, all the three police
personnel appeared before the
court on Tuesday. The judges
directed them to give an expla-
nation for intimidating the
Kovilpatti Judicial Magistrate
within four weeks.

While the three officials
were suspended from service
pending investigation, the
policemen and officers attached
to the Sattankulam Police
Station too were transferred en
masse. The State Government
on its part transferred the dis-
trict superintendent of police by
Tuesday evening.

Meanwhile Tenkasi SP
announced on Tuesday that
the probe into the death of
Murugesan who died alleged-
ly due to police brutality was
happening in proper lines. “A
deputy superintendent of police
level official is in charge of the
investigation and we hope to
come out with the details soon,”
said Suguna Singh, Tenkasi SP.

Murugesan (25)  died last
Saturday after Police officials
who had summoned him to the
station in connection with a
property dispute case alleged-
ly manhandled him and
employed third degree mea-
sures.
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Kolkata: Mamata Banerjee
on Tuesday said that banning
Chinese apps would not suf-
fice and demanded stricter
action to teach the north-
eastern neighbours a lesson so
that they “do not dare look at
our mother land.”

Responding to questions
on what she felt about India
banning the Chinese apps
Banerjee said “normally the
stance of our party is not to
meddle with in international

affairs and we strongly stand
by the decisions that our
Government takes to tackle
Chinese designs but my sug-
gestion is that our steps should
not be half-hearted.” Whatever
decision India takes should be
fully and vigorously imple-
mented, she said adding “we
want more steps to be taken so
that no one dares look at our
motherland. They should be
given a befitting reply.” 

PNS
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��New Delhi: The Parents

Association of India represent-
ing  NEET-2020 aspirants  has
urged the Union Health
Ministry to postpone the nation-
al-level medical entrance exam
– NEET 2020, to be held on July
26, expressing fear that stu-
dents might act as a carrier of
Covid-19. Nearly 16 lakh stu-
dents will appear for the test.  

In a letter to the Ministry,
the parents said that not only
students can  act as a carrier of
virus but there will be logistic
problems like transport and
health of those coming from
containment zones, lack of
online resources.

The association has now
appealed to the Ministry to
hold the exam only when the
pandemic in India reduces. It
also asked the government to
“frame guidelines to compensate
for the loss and the mental
anguish that the students have
had to go through due to the
pandemic, in terms of marks,
giving more time for preparation
and any other way the govern-
ment finds suitable.”

Stating that on an average
more than 15,000 cases are
being reported daily and a total
number of infected cases crossed
over 4.90 lakh as on June 26, the
letter noted, “The most impor-
tant question to be asked is who
will take responsibility if, God
forbid, anything happens to any
student.” The association has
written to the HRD Ministry as
well. Several other parents’ asso-
ciations across India have also
opposed the scheduled dates for
the exam. Aparajita Gautam,
from Delhi Parents Association
said, “We are awaiting a response
from the Government. The
HRD Minister has several times
mentioned that the ministry
will take steps according to the
situation.” PNS
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Athick security blanket was
thrown around the icon-

ic Hotel Taj Mahal Palace
near Gateway of India in
south Mumbai and Hotel Taj
Land’s End at Bandra in
north-west Mumbai on
Tuesday, after the hotel group
received a call purportedly
from Pakistan threatening to
engineer terrors along the
lines of the 26/11 attacks.

Not wanting to take any
chances, the city police also
beefed up security around the
famous Siddhivinayank tem-
ple at Prabhadevi in north-
central Mumbai.

Official sources said that
a caller –identifying himself as
a Lashkar-e-Taiba operative
from Pakistan – called up
Hotel  Taj  Mahal Palace
around 12.30 am. A similar
call was received at Hotel Taj
Land’s End at Bandra. The
caller threatened to blow up
the two hotels with explosives.
The call reportedly came from
a Karachi number.

Following the receipt of
calls, the Taj Group of hotels
alerted the Mumbai police.

Not losing any time, the
city police tightened the secu-
rity arrangements outside both
the Taj hotels and launched
investigations into the call
received by the hotel group.

Similarly, as a precau-
tionary measure, the police
intensified security around
Siddhivinayak Temple.
“Lakhs of devotees come to
this temple. Though we are
not scared of any threat, we
have taken cognisance of the
alert sounded by the Mumbai
police following the call
received by the Taj group of
hotels. On their own, the
Mumbai police are beefing up
the security around the tem-
ple.  Some time ago, we
trustees also held a meeting
with the temple management

on security matters,” Shree
Siddhivinayak Ganapati
Temple Trust (SSGTT)
Chairman and Marathi film
actor Aadesh Bandekar said.   

Hotel Taj Mahal Palace,
located near the Gateway of
India, was one the targets of
LeT fidayeens during the
26/11 Mumbai terror attack,
in which 166 people were
killed and 300 others injured.
Apart from the Hotel Taj, the
other important targets were
Chhatrapati Shivaji Terminus
(CST),  Cama Hospital,
Oberoi-Trident Hotel,
Leopold Café, Colaba and
Nariman House.

Given that the telephonic
threat call came in the wake of
Monday’s attack on Karachi
Stock Exchange, the city police
have stepped up security mea-
sures at the two five star
hotels, Siddhivinayak temple
and other sensitive places
across the metropolis.   

While the Mumbai Police
chose not to comment on the
security steps taken by them,
the Indian Hotels Co. Ltd
(IHCL)-- which runs the Taj
Group of hotels – confirmed
that the two hotels had
received threat calls.

In a statement issued here,
an IHCL said: “We are proud
to be a part of the fabric of this
nation and the safety of our
guests and associates is of
paramount importance to us.
We immediately alerted the
authorities on receiving these
calls and are providing full
support and cooperation to
the investigating agencies”.

“Our safety and security
teams have ensured that all
our protocols and guidelines
are being followed towards
safeguarding lives and assets.
We would like to reassure
our guests and associates that
all adequate steps are being
taken towards the safety of the
premises,” the statement
added.
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Maharashtra witnessed a
major spike in Covid-19

fatalities on Tuesday, as 245
fresh deaths were reported tak-
ing the total number of deaths
7,855, while 4,878 people test-
ed positive for the pandemic in
various parts of the State.

With the 4878 fresh positive
cases, the total number of infect-
ed cases rose to 1,74,761 in the
state.

Of the 245 deaths reported,
95 occurred in the last 48 hours
and 150 deaths are from the pre-
vious period.

Of the total deaths, Mumbai
accounted for 93 deaths, while
there were 85 in Thane, 17 in
Aurangabad, 12 in Pune, 8 in
Solapur, 7 each in Palghar and
Raigad, 6 in Jalgaon, 4 in
Nashik, 3 in Akola and one each
in Kolhapur, Ratnagiri and
Latur.

With 90911 patients having
been discharged from various
hospitals after full recovery

since the second week of March
this year, the recovery rate in the
state stood at 52.02 per cent. The
mortality rate in the state is 4.49
per cent. The state health
authorities pegged the number
of “active cases” in the state at
75,979. 

Of the total 245 deaths,
Mumbai accounted for 123
deaths – comprising 66 deaths
that occurred during the last 48
hours and remaining 57 from
the previous period.

With the 93 deaths, the total
number of deaths in Mumbai
mounted to 4556, while – with
893 fresh infections –the total
infected cases jumped from
Monday’s 76765 to 77658.      

With 37,630 cases and 956
fatalities, Thane has emerged as
the second worst-hit district
after Mumbai in the state.

Pune has emerged as the
third pandemic affected district
with 22,327 patients and 752
deaths till now.

On the testing front,
1,74,761 samples (18.07 per
cent) out of 9,66,723 samples
sent to laboratories, have tested
positive for COVID-19 until
Tuesday  

Currently, 5,78,033 people
are in home quarantine while
38,866 people are in institutional
quarantine.
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As the city of Mumbai and the
rest of Maharashtra re-opens
cautiously but optimistically in
a phased manner, it is impor-
tant to mention how the Maha

Vikas Aghadi (MVA) Government contin-
ues to face relentless attack from the main
Opposition party, the BJP, ever since the
three parties — the Shiv Sena, the
Nationalist Congress Party (NCP) and the
Congress — formed a coalition
Government and took charge of the State
in November last year. Barely had the MVA
Government presented its first budget and
started building a roadmap for the revival
of the State’s economy, the Coronavirus
pandemic brought fresh challenges for it. 

The Maharashtra Government, name-
ly the Chief Minster and the Health
Minister, started providing daily updates
on COVID-19 after the first case was reg-
istered on March 9. Most cases were relat-
ed to travellers returning from abroad, who
were not in the Centre’s scanner list initial-
ly. Since then, the State has seen a spurt in
the number of Corona cases. With a total
of 1,69,883 cases, the death toll stands at
7,429. There are 73,298 active cases while
88,960 patients have recovered so far. 

Of course, this has prompted the
Opposition to question the State
Government’s strategy in handling the pan-
demic. It even predicted doomsday scenar-
ios with hashtags such as
#MaharashtraBachao trending on social
media platforms. However, as it is said, the
devil is always in the details. Truth makes
the State’s BJP unit uncomfortable and,
hence, it is unable to confront actual fig-
ures. The death rate in Maharashtra did
climb up to 7.5 per cent eight weeks ago
but it has dropped steadily since then and
now stands at 4.65 per cent. Recovery rate
has seen a marked improvement and now
stands at 52.26 per cent, up from 26.25 per
cent on May 20. Mumbai’s COVID-19 dou-
bling rate is 25 days while the national aver-
age is 19 days. The daily death figures
reported by Maharashtra so far, too, have
declined in the fortnight. In the State cap-
ital and the nation’s financial capital city,
Mumbai, where the average doubling rate
of cases stood at 41 days, Dharavi, which
was labelled as a ticking time bomb, is now
recording cases in single digit. Further,
Mumbai saw its coronavirus count rise with
1,297 new cases being reported in the last
24 hours, taking the city’s tally to 72,175.
With 44 new deaths reported this week,
Mumbai’s death toll stands at 4,179. The
number of active cases here are 28,244 and
39,744 patients have recovered so far. This
is way below the estimates provided by a
five-member inter-ministerial central team
that had projected that the number of cases
would spiral to approximately 6.5 lakh by
mid-May.

When the State Government
announced a phased lifting of the lock-

down, it remained focussed on
augmenting bed capacity to be
able to handle a rise in the
number of cases. Since then,
the State Government
increased bed capacity in hos-
pitals from 400 to 2.5 lakh, of
which 25,000 beds had oxygen
facilities. The number of ICU
beds, too, was increased from
250 to around 8,500. Hospitals
for treating infections with
isolation facilities, too, were
increased from just three to
2,576.

Moreover, the number of
COVID-19 testing laboratories
was raised from three to 100,
the highest in the country. The
State Government has also
taken charge of 80 per cent of
the beds in private hospitals
and capped the treatment cost
to ensure patients aren’t used to
profiteer in the times of a pan-
demic. The State has neither
shied away from testing nor
from sharing data on the same.
Trace, test and treat have been
the guiding principle. 

It was ironic that the media
and certain influencers woke
up to the transparency once
Delhi raced past Mumbai in the
number of cases reported,  forc-
ing the Central Government to
intervene to help augment their
capacities. The State
Government is now entirely
focussed on bringing down

the mortality rate.
It is depressing that the

State has continued to witness
political slugfest ever since the
Corona pandemic began when
it had to grapple with a high
mortality rate. It continues to
fight this battle even as leaders
in the Opposition are busy
holding press conferences and
protests to give teeth to their
political agenda. They even
made frequent visits to the Raj
Bhavan to create political insta-
bility in the State. 

While the country was bat-
tling the migrant crisis,
Maharashtra, which is home to
the largest migrant popula-
tion, created over 18,000 relief
camps for them. However, the
migrants spilled out on the
roads in large numbers outside
the Bandra station after the end
of the first phase of the lock-
down as a political slugfest over
the Shramik Special trains for
migrants workers erupted. 

When the unfortunate
deaths happened at Palghar, the
BJP left no stone unturned to
communalise the incident. The
war of words intensified when
the Railway Minister took
offence to Chief Minister
Uddhav Thackeray’s statement
that the State had the capacity
to handle more Shramik trains
than were allotted to the State.
This escalation happened at a

time when the Railways were
already facing flak for the con-
ditions of the trains, over 80
deaths and approximately 40
trains that lost their destination
and reached a different State
altogether.

Despite provocations, the
State Government has stu-
diously kept itself out of poli-
tics and focussed itself in con-
taining the pandemic by work-
ing in close cooperation with
the Centre. The State
Government was also left bat-
tling a second challenge in
carrying out relief work that
followed before and after
cyclone Nisarga struck its coast. 

There could be weakness-
es in the State’s health infra-
structure, which is being faced
by other States as well, but what
is important is that we should
not lose sight of being able to
handle this medical and
humanitarian crisis with empa-
thy and commitment to the
people. So, while the
Opposition continues with its
political agenda, the people of
the State continue to solidly
back the Chief Minister and the
MVA Government to help the
State get out of the biggest
humanitarian and medical cri-
sis faced by the world. 

(The writer is a Rajya
Sabha MP and Deputy Leader,
Shiv Sena)
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Sir — As bilateral ties remain
strained, the Government has
sought to ban 59 Chinese apps
from operating in the country. In
doing so, it would be killing two
birds with one stone. First, this
digital strike must be acknowl-
edged as a crucial move towards
making India aatmanirbhar (self-
reliant). Second, this sends a
clear signal about India’s resolve
to take on Chinese aggression
head-on.

Surely, many users back home
will miss using these apps, espe-
cially TikTok. The app has
become extremely popular and
there is a lot of creative and
humorous content being pro-
duced by its users. As of June
2019, it was estimated that there
were 120 million monthly TikTok
users in India. Many are expect-
ing that the Government would
launch Indian substitutes of these
apps. But it must not be forgot-
ten that not too long ago when
the app was banned, we had got
used to not relying on it.
Adjusting to life after the exit may
not be too hard.

Tushar Anand
Via email

���	�����������	�

Sir — This refers to the editori-
al, “No point in this war” (June
30). At a time when India’s sov-
ereignty and integrity are at stake
in view of the country facing mul-
tiple challenges, be it the Corona
pandemic, the state of the econ-
omy or Chinese aggression at the
border, political bickering must be

avoided. Veteran politician and
NCP supremo Sharad Pawar was
spot on when he said that nation-
al security matters should not be
politicised. But do our politicians
ever let go of any opportunity not
to use it for their political gain? 

All our internal bickering
will benefit China. It’s high time
that our leaders put their heads
together to form a consensus on
how to protect the country from

the Chinese threat. China views
India as a major potential threat
to its hegemony. A ban on
Chinese apps or goods alone will
hardly serve the purpose. War
isn’t a solution either. The time
has come to send out a clear mes-
sage that our territorial integrity
is not negotiable and we won’t
compromise.

Azhar A Khan
Rampur
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Sir — July 1 is celebrated as
National Doctor’s Day every year.
It honours doctors across the
country for their relentless service.
This day serves to show gratitude
to all medical practitioners who
have selflessly aided us in our time
of need and tirelessly worked for
the health of their patients by com-
memorating the greatest represen-
tative of these ideals.

With the number of
Coronavirus cases on the rise, it
is important to appreciate the
efforts made by doctors, nurses,
technicians, medical staff, admin-
istrators, food service workers,
pharmacists, security guards, our
military deployed to set up hos-
pitals and deliver aid and every-
body else who are endangering
their life for our benefit. Doctors
are special and this year is one
where we have seen them as our
real-life heroes. Doctor’s Day is an
opportunity to thank all the
heroes in the medical fraternity
for their selfless contributions. 

Jubel D’Cruz
Mumbai
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The dwindling tax revenue of both the Centre
and States since the financial year (FY) 2019-
20 has led to a piquant situation. Even as States

expect “full” and “timely” compensation for the
shortfall in their tax revenue (their own collection
plus the amount received as their share in indirect
tax collected by the Centre as per the Finance
Commission’s devolution formula) vis-à-vis a given
benchmark, the Union Government has been mak-
ing short payments and that too, after a time lag.
The compensation to States is intertwined with the
Goods and Services Tax (GST) in vogue since July
1, 2017. In fact, the passage of the Constitutional
Amendment Bill (August, 2016) leading to the
launch of GST was predicated on the Centre giv-
ing a legally-binding commitment that it would
compensate the States for the loss of revenue they
would incur under the GST vis-à-vis the revenue
they would get under the subsisting dispensation
of excise duty, sales tax or Value Added Tax (VAT)
plus other local taxes (GST was first mooted in 2006
by the then UPA Government but did not bear fruit
during its term as it was unwilling to give this com-
mitment).   

Accordingly, the Modi Government enacted the
GST Compensation Act (2017) to provide for com-
pensation to the States for five years between 2017
and 2022, for the loss of revenue to be calculated
as the difference between their actual collection
(including transfer of their share in indirect tax col-
lected by the Centre) and the amount they would
have got with annual growth at 14 per cent over the
2015-16 level, under the erstwhile dispensation.

However, to ensure that the Centre has enough
funds to pay for the shortfall faced by States, it also
passed an amendment to the GST Compensation
Act (2018) to levy a cess on the supply of certain
goods and services. The cess is levied on demerit
goods (those which fall in the highest tax slab at 28
per cent, with the other slabs being five per cent,
12 per cent and 18 per cent, besides the exempt cat-
egory) such as automobiles, tobacco, alcohol and
so on, with a proviso to use the proceeds for com-
pensating States. The cess was to remain in force
for five years in sync with the Centre’s obligation
to compensate States for that period. The rationale
behind keeping these arrangements in place for five
years was that at the end of this transition, i.e. 2021-
22, the GST dispensation would have acquired the
much-needed “vitality” and “resilience” to yield suf-
ficient resources for the States to meet their bud-
getary requirements within the prudential limit set
under the Fiscal Responsibility and Budget
Management Act (FRBM), thereby obviating the
need for any extra support. 

Before we proceed to do the number crunch-
ing and analyse the situation on ground zero, it
should be abundantly clear that two provisions in
the law viz. one relating to compensation and the
other levy of cess (and collection thereof) have to
be viewed in conjunction with each other. In other
words, the discharge of the constitutional obliga-
tion to compensate States for the loss of revenue
would be possible only when there are enough funds
available.

During the first two years (since the launch of
GST) viz. 2017-18/2018-19, the collection from cess
was higher than the shortfall in tax revenue faced
by the States. During July 2017-March 2018, the cess
collected was �62,600 crore against �41,150 crore
needed for compensating the States. During 2018-
19, the cess collection was �95,000 crore against
�69,000 crore distributed among States as compen-
sation. As a result, even after fully meeting the com-

pensation requirement of the States, at the
beginning of 2019-20, the Centre had a
surplus of about �47,000 crore in the tax
pool. 

During 2019-20, the situation deteri-
orated. Against the requirement of over
�1,35,000 crore, proceeds from the cess
were just about �95,000 crore leaving a
deficit of about �40,000 crore.
Notwithstanding this deficit, the Centre
could have drawn upon the surplus from
previous years to ensure timely release of
the compensation amount. But, that was
not to be and there was considerable delay.
For instance, the compensation for
October/November, 2019 about �34,000
crore was released in February/April, 2020. 

Now, the devastation triggered by the
lockdown has led to a steep decline in tax
collection of both the Centre and States
(for instance, GST collection during April
and May was less than 50 per cent of the
amount collected during April/May,
2019). The collection from cess is also
expected to go down drastically. Against
monthly compensation requirement of
over �20,000 crore, proceeds from the cess
are estimated to be just about �9,500 crore
leading to a deficit of �10,500 crore or
around �1,25,000 crore for the whole of
the current year.           

Unlike last year when the surplus
available from the previous years helped
in salvaging the situation, during the cur-
rent year, the Centre has nothing to fall
back upon. In this backdrop and with
States unwilling to relent on their claim
for compensation in full, the Centre is talk-
ing of force majeur. Put simply, the latter
may have expressed its inability to pay
invoking an event beyond control or an
“act of God” (COVID-19).        

Whether or not force majeur can be
invoked, thereby absolving the Centre of
its obligation to compensate the States is
for legal luminaries to decide. However,

the latter need to appreciate that in the
absence of adequate funds in the tax pool,
even if the former is willing to compen-
sate them, it may still not be able to do it.
It can take recourse to additional borrow-
ings or ask the Reserve Bank of India (RBI)
to print more currency but these options
entail serious risk.  

As regards borrowings, already the
Centre has increased its borrowing pro-
gramme for the current year by 50 per cent
to over �12,00,000 crore. While this fac-
tored in the liabilities arising from the
Aatma Nirbhar Bharat Abhiyan
announced by Finance Minister Nirmala
Sitharaman during May, thereafter, the
Government has taken onto itself an addi-
tional expenditure commitment of
�90,000 crore (�50,000 crore on employ-
ment scheme for migrant labour and
�40,000 crore additional allocation for
MGNREGA). 

If, to this we add �1,25,000 crore
required to cover the deficit in the tax pool,
the Centre will need to borrow another
�2,15,000 crore, taking the total to more
than �14,00,000 crore. This will further
crowd the market and increase interest
rates. 

Alternatively, monetising the deficit
has inflationary implications; besides, it
sends a wrong message to stakeholders
especially rating agencies about India’s abil-
ity to protect its macro-economic funda-
mentals. What then is the way forward?
How can the States and the Centre wrig-
gle out of the riddle without undermin-
ing India’s economic fundamentals?

Going strictly by the spirit of the two
constitutional amendments relating to
compensation and cess, when there is not
enough money in the tax pool, the com-
pensation amount to the States needs to
be reduced to balance the two. This means
that the States should be content with what
is available in the tax pool; instead, they

should fund the �1,25,000 crore deficit
through additional borrowing on their
own or rationalise their expenditure to
bring about savings.    

An alternative which is expected to
give comfort to all stakeholders is to con-
tinue the cess on demerit products beyond
the five-year period (this will require fur-
ther amendment to the GST
Compensation Act, 2018). The deficit in
the tax pool during 2020-21 should be met
from additional borrowings by the Centre
with a clear stipulation that these will be
serviced from the proceeds of cess dur-
ing the extended period say, three years
starting from 2022-23.  

The States should desist from pursu-
ing their demand made before the 15th
Finance Commission for continuing with
compensation for three more years. This
is not only out of sync with the original
intent of the amendment Act on compen-
sation (it was meant to be a stopgap aimed
at protecting their revenue till such time
GST starts yielding the desired buoyan-
cy in revenue) but also will come in the
way of servicing the loan taken to fund the
current year’s deficit. 

When, an overwhelming portion of
the proceeds from the cess during the
extended period is dedicated to giving
compensation to States, there won’t be any
money left to service the loans taken now.
Considering a special dispensation (as pro-
posed above) to bail out the States dur-
ing the current excruciating year, the GST
Council should impress upon States to
take urgent steps, like bringing more busi-
nesses under the tax net, reining in eva-
sion, eliminating fraudulent claims of
input tax credit and so on, to ensure that
tax revenue under the new regime is self-
sustaining, obviating the need for compen-
sation at least during normal times.  

(The writer is a New Delhi-based 
policy analyst)
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Congress leader Rahul Gandhi
turned 50 last week and celebrat-
ed his birthday quietly in view

of the Coronavirus outbreak. His
father Rajiv Gandhi became the Prime
Minister of the country at the age of 40. 

Rahul, too, could have become the
Prime Minister in 2009 when the
Congress Party returned to power or
at least a Cabinet Minister during the
ten years of the UPA’s rule from 2004
-2014. 

However, Rahul had his own ideas
of leadership. At the swearing-in cer-
emony in 2009, I asked him why he did
not become a Minister and his reply
was, “I don’t want to do ten things at

a time. I want to do only one thing at
a time.” Now, Rahul’s loyalists are get-
ting impatient to bring him back as the
party chief. Nobody knows why he
resigned last year after the Lok Sabha
poll results or why he is coming back
as the Congress president. It is perti-
nent to note that though not holding
any office, it is Rahul who is fighting
from the front on behalf of the
Congress Party, though Sonia Gandhi
too, is writing letters and participating
in meetings with the political leaders
and the Prime Minister. 

The indications of Rahul’s return
as the party chief were clear at last
week’s meeting of the party’s top pol-
icy-making body, the Congress
Working Committee (CWC) meeting,
where there was a clash between the old
guard and Rahul.  The power struggle
was visible when Rahul was critical of
the old guard for not supporting him
in his campaign against Prime Minister
Narendra Modi either now or earlier
during the 2019 poll campaign. 

The old guard is wary of person-
al attacks against Modi as they feel that
the negative campaign against the
Prime Minister will not work.
Rajasthan Chief Minister Ashok
Gehlot, a known Sonia loyalist, was the
one who raised the issue in the CWC
meeting and the “Rahul lao” chorus
began soon after. One of them even
suggested that a virtual meeting should
be organised to bring Rahul back as the
chief of the party.

Rahul 2.0 will see a new brand of
the Gandhi scion. From the “angry
young man” of the earlier days, Rahul
2.0 will be seen as a mature and effec-
tive leader, who alone can take on
Prime Minister Modi.  

Rahul is being projected as an
intellectual who can hold his own with
global experts and economists. His
conversations with experts like former
Reserve Bank of India Governor
Raghuram Rajan, Nobel laureate
Abhijit Banerjee and former US diplo-
mat Nicholas Burns were meant to con-

vey that. Rahul has also been engaging
the media as was evident by the three
free-wheeling press conferences he
held in recent weeks. 

Rahul also launched his own
Telegram channel this week. The main
purpose of this exercise was to connect
with the voters directly. It is available
on the messaging app and has so far
about 3,500 subscribers. This is a
novel experiment as it gives the pub-
lic access to his views directly. Though
he came late to the social media game
as compared to the BJP, he has been
catching up fast in the last two years.
He has 14.9 million followers on twit-
ter and over a million on instagram. His
YouTube channel has 3.1 lakh sub-
scribers.  

His strategists must have thought
it is time for a new brand of Rahul. He
can no longer be called a young man
as he is 50 now. Hence, the time has
come to project him as a mature leader,
who has a worldview. Even the BJP no
longer calls Rahul the demeaning

names given to him earlier and is
engaging with him politically, though
it is still ridiculing him often. 

However, undaunted by the jibes,
the new avatar of Rahul has been rais-
ing pertinent issues like Modi’s han-
dling of the Chinese incursions, the fail-
ing economy and the hiccups in the
handling of the COVID-19 pandem-
ic on behalf of the Congress and tweets
about these issues almost daily. 

Rahul strategists would like him to
shed the image of a dynast and a priv-
ileged man. Instead they want him to
be seen as the alternative to Modi. But
before that happens, Rahul must first
revive the party from the grassroots
level. 

He should promote the second
rung leaders in the Congress and
appoint the right man for the right job.
He must listen to the voices of experi-
ence within the party. Second, he
should also try to emerge as a success-
ful Opposition leader and unite the till-
now scattered Opposition. Right now

it is Sonia Gandhi who is doing that job,
but she has not been very successful at
it as the regional satraps are all going
their own way. Third, and most impor-
tantly, the Congress party needs to find
a new narrative. Sonia Gandhi was suc-
cessful because she thought of the “aam
aadmi (common man)” slogan in
2004, which clicked well with the elec-
torate. Just Modi-bashing is not enough
to get votes. Rahul should be able to
convince the people that he will be the
better alternative to Modi.

He got everything in politics on a
silver plate. He had the family name.
He was young and presentable and had
good opportunities in politics. He
reached the top position in the party. 

Now he should not miss a second
chance if he comes back as the party
chief. A wise leader would grab the
opportunities given to him and Rahul
missed many of them in the past.
Hopefully Rahul 2.0 will not miss any
of them.

(The writer is a senior journalist)
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The European Continent on
Tuesday reopened to visitors

from 14 countries but not the
US, where some of the states
that pushed hardest and earli-
est to reopen their economies
are now in retreat because of an
alarming surge in confirmed
coronavirus infections.

The European Union’s deci-
sion came a day after Arizona
Gov. Doug Ducey closed bars,
gyms, movie theaters and water
parks, and officials in
Republican and Democratic
strongholds alike mandated the
wearing of masks.

The EU extended its ban
on visitors not just from the US
but from China and from
countries such as Russia, Brazil
and India where infections are
running high. Britain dropped
out of the EU in January and
maintains its own rules, requir-
ing arriving travelers to go

into 14-day self-quarantine.
President Donald Trump

suspended the entry of most
Europeans in March. 

American make up a big
share of Europe’s tourism
industry, and summer is a key
period. More than 15 million
Americans travel to Europe
each year, while some 10 mil-
lion Europeans head across
the Atlantic.

The news was a 
blow to revenue-starved shop-
keepers hoping for a summer-
time boom.

“Americans were 50% of
my clientele,” said Paola
Pellizzari, who owns a mask
and jewelry shop on the Saint-
Louis island in the heart of
Paris and heads its business
association. “We can’t substitute
that clientele with another.” 

The Louvre museum is
scheduled to reopen July 6.
Americans used to be the
largest single group of foreign

visitors to the home of the
“Mona Lisa.”

“When I returned after
lockdown, five businesses had
closed,” Pellizzari said. “As days
go by, and I listen to the busi-
ness owners, it gets worse.”

Sharmaigne Shives, an
American who lives in Paris,
said she hopes her countrymen
can turn things around soon.

“Paris isn’t Paris when there
aren’t people who really appre-
ciate it and marvel at every-
thing,” she said. “I miss that.
Seriously, I feel the emotion
welling up. It’s so sad here.”

Across the English
Channel, things are also head-
ed in reverse in places.

Britain reimposed a lock-
down in Leicester, a city of
330,000 people that officials
said accounted for 10% of all
new coronavirus cases in the
nation last week. Stores closed
their doors, and schools pre-
pared to send children home.

“I opened my shop last
week for the first time and saw
an instant increase in orders,
and now I worry this change
will go back to no orders,” said
James West, who runs a design
and printing business in
Thurmaston, just outside
Leicester.

The coronavirus has been
blamed for over a half-million
deaths worldwide, including
about 1,30,000 in the US, where
the number of confirmed infec-
tions has rocketed over the past
month to around 40,000 per
day, primarily in the South and
West. 

A large share of the cases
are among young people who
are going out again to bars and
restaurants.

States such as Texas,
Florida and California are
backtracking, closing 
beaches and bars or rolling
back restaurant restrictions in
some cases.
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China on Tuesday approved
a contentious national

security law that will allow
authorities to crack down on
subversive and secessionist
activity in Hong Kong, a move
many see as Beijing’s boldest yet
to erase the legal firewall
between the semi-autonomous
territory and the mainland’s
authoritarian Communist
Party system.

President Xi Jinping signed
a presidential order promul-
gating the law after it was
approved by the Standing
Committee of the National
People’s Congress, the official
Xinhua News Agency said. It
will be added to the Basic Law,

Hong Kong’s constitution.
Few details were given but

China’s liaison office in Hong
Kong issued a statement warn-
ing opponents of the law not to
“underestimate the party cen-
ter’s determination to safe-
guard Hong Kong’s national
security” or its willingness and
ability to enforce the new rules.

On Wednesday, Hong
Kong’s government will mark
the 23rd anniversary of the ter-
ritory’s passing from British to
Chinese control. A series of
official events are scheduled
and a heavy police presence is
expected to deter any anti-gov-
ernment protests of the type
that rocked the city for the sec-
ond half of last year. 

“We hope the law will

serve as a deterrent to prevent
people from stirring up trou-
ble,” said Tam Yiu-Chung,
Hong Kong’s sole representative
on the Standing Committee
“Don’t let Hong Kong be used
as a tool to split the country.”

Tam said punishments
would not include the death
penalty, but did not elaborate
on further details.

Passage of the law came
amid fears in Hong Kong and
abroad that it would be used to
curb opposition voices in the
Asian financial hub. The U.S.
has already begun moves to
end special trade terms given to
Hong Kong after the former
British colony was returned to
China in 1997.

The legislation is aimed at

curbing subversive, secession-
ist and terrorist activities, as
well as foreign intervention in
the city’s affairs. It follows
months of anti-government
protests in Hong Kong last year
that at times descended into
violence.
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In 2011, the industrial city of
Nizhny Tagil was dubbed

“Putingrad” for its residents’
fervent support for Russian
President Vladimir Putin. Nine
years later, it appears the city
1,400 kilometers (870 miles)
east of Moscow no longer lives
up to that nickname.

Workers are speaking out
against the constitutional
changes that would allow Putin
to stay in office until 2036 amid
growing frustration over their
dire living conditions, which
have not improved despite all
the promises. A nationwide
vote on the amendments has
been scheduled for Wednesday,

but polling stations have been
open for a week already to
allow for early voting and to
prevent election-day crowds
amid the pandemic.

“I am against the constitu-
tional changes, most impor-
tantly because they are a coro-
nation of the czar, who reigns
but does not rule — Vladimir
Vladimirovich Putin,” says
Nikolay Nemytov, a 43-year-old
engineer at Russian Railways,
a state-run monopoly. 

He says his monthly salary,
the equivalent of $430, is not
nearly enough.

Anton Zhuravlyov, a 33-
year-old operator at the Nizhny
Tagil Iron and Steel Works
Plant, or NTMK, agrees with

him on the vote.
“I think (the vote) is just a

show. It is more for Putin to
show that, ‘Look, the people
support me, I am still needed,
I am in demand,’” said
Zhuravlyov, whose employer is
one of the two biggest compa-
nies in the city. 

He said his salary hasn’t
changed in four years, adding:
“The majority of people are
against him.”

Commentators say dwin-
dling  public support is the rea-
son why the Kremlin rushed to
push through the changes that
effectively would allow Putin,
already in power for two
decades, to hold office for
another 16 years if he chooses. 

W a s h i n g t o n : H o u s e
Democrats returning from a
briefing at the White House
Tuesday said they still have
many questions about explosive
allegations that Russia offered
bounties to Taliban-linked mil-
itants for killing American
troops in Afghanistan and
questioned why President
Donald Trump won’t condemn
Vladimir Putin over the issue. 

Majority Leader Steny Hoyer
and a small group of other
House Democrats met with
White House officials as Trump
downplayed the allegations and
the White House said he had not
been briefed on them. A hand-
ful of Republicans received a
similar briefing Monday evening.
The Democrats said their brief-
ing was insufficient and they
learned nothing new. Hoyer said
it was White House officials giv-
ing “their perspective” when
lawmakers really need to hear
from members of the intelligence
community. AP

United Nations: US Secretary of
State Mike Pompeo and Iran’s
Foreign Minister Mohammed
Javad Zarif are scheduled to
address a UN Security Council
meeting on the implementa-
tion of the 2015 Iran nuclear deal
— the accord that the Trump
administration pulled out of
more than two years ago.

The long-scheduled open
meeting of the UN’s most pow-
erful body comes a day after
Iran issued an arrest warrant
and asked Interpol for help in
detaining President Donald
Trump and dozens of others it
believes carried out the US
drone strike that killed a top
Iranian general in Baghdad ear-
lier this year. Trump faces no
danger of arrest and Interpol
later said it would not consider
Iran’s request. However, the
charges underscore the height-
ened tensions between Iran and
the United States since Trump
unilaterally withdrew America
from the nuclear deal with
world powers in 2018 and re-
imposed crippling US sanc-
tions on Tehran. AP

Washington: Former US Vice
Ppresident and 2020
Democratic presidential hope-
ful Joe Biden has expanded his
campaign team, adding Indian-
American Medha Raj as his dig-
ital chief of staff, it was report-
ed. In addition to Raj, Biden
announced several new names
for his almost entirely virtual
campaign trail, IndiaWest news
reported citing CNN as saying.

Raj was joined by Clarke
Humphrey as the new deputy
digital director for grassroots
fundraising; Jose Nunez as the
digital organizing director; and
Christian Tom as the new
director of digital partnerships.

Four new additions, whose
collective experience includes
digital work on the Democratic
presidential campaigns of
California Senator Kamala
Harris, South Bend Mayor Pete
Buttigieg and former Secretary
of State Hillary Clinton and
online expertise from compa-
nies like Twitter and NowThis,
will be devoted to online organ-
ising, content and grassroots
fundraising. IANS
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Researchers have shown that
the novel coronavirus

hijacks proteins in its target
cells, potentially causing them
to form long, arm-like exten-
sions to reach nearby cells and
advance the infection, a 
finding that has led to the
identification of clinically
approved drugs that may dis-
rupt the process.

The scientists, including
those from EMBL’s European
Bioinformatics Institute
(EMBL-EBI), and the
University of California San
Francisco (UCSF) in the US,
noted that viruses, including
the novel coronavirus SARS-
CoV-2, take control of the
machinery of host cells and
manipulate it to produce new
viral particles. 

They said sometimes this
hijacking interferes with the
activity of the host’s proteins
and other important mole-
cules such as enzymes, which
change protein activity by mak-
ing chemical modifications to
its structure. In the study, pub-
lished on Sunday in the jour-
nal Cell, the scientists analysed
all host and viral proteins that
showed changes in an enzy-
matic process called phospho-
rylation after SARS-CoV-2
infection. 
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China has said it will take all
steps to prevent the spread

of a new strain of f lu 
being carried by pigs that was
identified by scientists in the
country while the WHO called
for heightened vigilance to
contain it for its potential to
become another pandemic like
Covid-19.

China was the first nation
where the highly contagious
Covid-19 broke out last year,
which gradually spread to the
entire world that till now has
infected 10,424,992 people and
killed 509,706, according to
Johns Hopkins University.

China till now has report-
ed 83,531 with 4,634 deaths due
to the viral disease.

Chinese researchers have
issued an early warning over
another potential pandemic
caused by an influenza virus in
pigs, coming after the COVID-
19, the official media here
reported on Tuesday.

The warning came after
scientists from China
Agricultural University, the
Chinese Centre for Disease
Control and Prevention and
other institutes, detected a pig
influenza virus bearing geno-
type 4 (G4), which is conta-
gious among pigs and has the

possibility of jumping to
humans, as the G4 virus is able
to bind with human cells, state-
run Global Times reported.

The study was published
Monday in the US science
journal PNAS.

Researchers collected sam-
ples between 2011 and 2018
among pigs in 10 Chinese
provinces and regions, and
found that the virus was preva-
lent in pigs since 2016.

Some 10.4 per cent
(35/338) of pig farm workers
tested positive for antibodies
against the virus, according to
the paper.

The researchers are con-
cerned that it could mutate fur-
ther so that it can spread easi-
ly from person to person, and
trigger a global outbreak, the
BBC reported.

While it is not an immedi-
ate problem, they say, it has “all
the hallmarks” of being highly
adapted to infect humans and
needs close monitoring. As it is
new, people could have little or
no immunity to the virus.

The scientists write in the
journal Proceedings of the
National Academy of Sciences
that measures to control the
virus in pigs, and the close
monitoring of swine industry
workers, should be swiftly
implemented.
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The Government is going all out to ensure that
liquidity concerns of the MSME sector are

addressed on priority under its Emergency
Credit Line Guarantee Scheme (ECLGS).

As of June 26, 2020, public sector and pri-
vate banks have sanctioned loans worth over �
1 lakh crore under the scheme, of which more
than �45,000 crore has already been disbursed.

There has been a big jump in sanctions in
just over a weeks time as the amount was �
40,416 crore is of June 18, with disbursement
of� 21,028.55 crore.

In a tweet, the Finance Ministry highlight-
ed the achievement under the scheme that has
been given with combined efforts of both pri-
vate and public sector banks.”Support to
#MSMEs”Loans worth more than �1 lakh cr
sanctioned in 37 days “30 lakh+ borrowers
under 100% Emergency Credit Line Guarantee
Scheme(#ECLGS).
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Contracting for the third
month in a row, the output

of eight core infrastructure
industries shrank by 23.4 per
cent in May, due to the coron-
avirus-induced lockdown,
according to an official data.

The eight core sectors had
expanded by 3.8 per cent in
May 2019, the data released by
the Commerce and Industry
Ministry on Tuesday showed.

Barring fertiliser, all seven
sectors - coal, crude oil, natur-
al gas, refinery products, steel,
cement, and electricity - had
recorded negative growth in
May.

The output of coal, natur-
al gas, refinery products, steel,

cement and electricity declined
by 14 per cent, 16.8 per cent,
21.3 per cent, 48.4 per cent,
22.2 per cent, and 15.6 per cent,
respectively.During April-May
2020-21, the sectors output
dipped by 30 per cent as com-
pared to a positive growth of
4.5 per cent in the same peri-
od previous year.

“In view of nationwide
lockdown during April and
May 2020 due to COVID-19
pandemic, various industries -
coal, cement, steel, natural gas,
refinery, crude oil etc experi-
enced substantial loss of pro-
duction,” the Ministry said in
a statement. These eight indus-
tries accounts for 40.27 per cent
in the Index of Industrial
Production (IIP).
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India recorded a current
account surplus of $ 0.6 bil-

lion or 0.1 per cent of GDP for
the January-March quarter
against a deficit of $4.6 billion
or 0.7 per cent of GDP in the
year-ago period, the Reserve
Bank said on Tuesday.

For the fiscal year 2019-20,
the current account deficit nar-
rowed to 0.9 per cent of the
GDP compared to 2.1 per cent
in FY2018-19, the central bank
said. Lower trade deficit was
one of the prime reasons for the
improvement in the current
account balances both for the
March quarter as well as for the
whole fiscal year.
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Market gauges Sensex and
Nifty gave up intra-day

gains to end lower on Tuesday,
dragged down by energy and
financial stocks, ahead of Prime
Minister Narendra Modi’s
address to the nation.

After rising 272.39 points
during the day, the BSE Sensex
turned negative and settled
45.72 points, or 0.13 per cent,
down at 34,915.80; while the
NSE Nifty slipped 10.30 points,
or 0.10 per cent, to close at
10,302.10.

In terms of quarterly per-
formance, the Sensex gained
18.5 per cent or 5,447 points
during the April-June quarter,
while the Nifty rose nearly 20
per cent or 1,704 points.
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The Government’s total lia-
bilities increased 0.8 per

cent to �94.62 lakh crore at
March-end 2020 as compared
to the preceding quarter, a
finance ministry report said on
Tuesday.  Public debt account-
ed for 90.9 per cent of total out-
standing liabilities as on March
31, 2020, said the quarterly
report on Public Debt
Management.

“Total liabilities (including
liabilities under ‘Public
Account’) of the Government,
as per provisional data,
increased to �94,62,265 crore at
end-March 2020 from �
93,89,267 crore at end-
December 2019,” it said.

As per the report, the
weighted average yield of pri-
mary issuances moderated fur-
ther to 6.70 per cent during
March quarter from 6.86 per
cent in October-December.

The proportion of debt
(dated securities) maturing in
less than one year was lower at
3.90 per cent at end-March
2020. It was 6.64 per cent as on
at December 31, 2019.

The proportion of debt
maturing within 1-5 years at
25.07 per cent at end-March
2020 was almost close to its
level of 25.09 per cent on
December 31. Debt maturing
in the next five years worked
out to around 29.0 per cent of
total outstanding debt at end-
March 2020.
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Fitch Ratings on Tuesday cut
India’s growth forecast for

2021-22 fiscal to 8 per cent
from 9.5 per cent projected last
month.

It, however, retained its
projection of Indian economy
contracting by 5 per cent in the
current fiscal.

Indian economic growth
stood at an estimated 4.2 per
cent in 2019-20.

In its June update of Global
Economic Outlook, Fitch pro-

jected Indian economy to grow
5.5 per cent in 2022-23.

“In India, where authorities
imposed one of the most strin-
gent lockdowns globally to try
to halt the spread of the virus,
measures are being relaxed
only very gradually; with a lim-
ited policy easing response
and ongoing financial sector
fragilities, we have pared our
2021 forecast to 8 per cent from
9.5 per cent in the previous
GEO,” Fitch said.

In May update to the
oulook, Fitch had projected 9.5
per cent growth in 2021-22. 

S&P has forecast a 5 per
cent contraction in the fiscal
year starting April, and the
growth to recover to 8.5 per
cent next fiscal.
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The fiscal deficit during the
first two months of the

current financial year widened
to � 4.66 lakh crore or 58.6 per
cent of the budget estimates
mainly on account of poor tax
collection due to the lock-
down to check the spread of
coronavirus.    The fiscal deficit
during the corresponding peri-
od of last year was be 52 per
cent of the budget estimates.

The Government had
pegged the fiscal deficit for
2020-21 at �7.96 lakh crore or
3.5 per cent of the GDP in the
budget which was presented by
Finance Minister Nirmala

Sitharaman in February.
These figures, however,

have to be revised significant-
ly in view of the economic dis-
ruptions created by the out-
break of the coronavirus.

In absolute terms, the fis-
cal deficit stood at �4,66,343
crore at end-May, the
Controller General of Accounts
(CGA) data showed.

The deficit was 35.1 per
cent of BE at end-April.

Fiscal deficit had soared to
a seven-year high of 4.6 per
cent of the Gross Domestic
Product (GDP) in 2019-20,
mainly on account of poor
revenue realisation which
dipped further towards the

close of March because of lock-
down to contain spread of
coronavirus. According to the
CGA data, revenue receipts of
the government stood at
�44,667 crore or 2.2 per cent of
the Budget Estimates (BE). 

During the same period of
the last fiscal, the realisation
was 7.3 per cent of the BE. 

The tax revenue stood at
�33,850 crore or 2.1 per cent of
BE during the first two months
of the fiscal.

Total receipts of the
Government were 2 per cent of
the BE or 45,498 crore. In the
Budget, the government had
estimated the total receipts for
the fiscal at �22.45 lakh crore.

New Delhi: The CBDT has exempted from income
tax the purchase of shares at rates lower than the
market price in companies undergoing insolvency
proceedings and whose board has been taken over
by the Govt.   Also investors in troubled debt-rid-
den Yes Bank who have invested in shares at a price
lower than the fair market value have been given
income tax (I-T) exemption on their discounted
investment price. The CBDT  through a notifica-
tion said the exemptions would come into effect
from April 1, 2020, and shall be applicable for the
assessment year 2020-21 and thereafter. The I-T
exemption has been given on any movable proper-
ty, being unquoted shares, of a company and its sub-
sidiary received by a shareholder, where, the tribunal
on an application moved by the central Govt has sus-
pended the board of directors of such company and
has appointed new directors. PTI


���� �*��#�

Amid reports of the RBI mulling restruc-
turing of loans, global rating agency

S&P on Tuesday said that a loan recast will
only defer NPAs recognition and not solve
the problem.

The agency also said operational out-
ages and the recession because of the pan-
demic will have a deeper and longer impact
on lenders than previously assumed, and
estimated the gross non-performing assets
ratio to rise up to 14 per cent in FY2021
from the 8.5 per cent in FY2020. “The
COVID-19 pandemic may set back the
recovery of India’s banking sector by years,
which could hit credit flows and, ultimate-
ly, the economy,” the agency said.
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The IT Ministry digital arm,
Common Service Centres

(CSC) has partnered with
TransUnion CIBIL Limited to
provide rural consumers a
CIBIL Score through its net-
work of over 3.61 lakh CSCs
across the country. This will
allow citizens, especially in
rural areas where CSC has
over 2.5 lakh centres, to access
bank loans quickly for their
entrepreneurial and personal
needs.A CIBIL score is essen-
tially an assessment of an indi-
vidual’s credit worthiness and
financial health which is used
as an indicator for providing
loans and credit services. 

Besides enabling a citizen

to get the CIBIL score, the CSC
VLE will also help in creating
the advocacy for explaining the
relevance of a good credit score
to rural folks. 

This will bring a significant
behavioural change, necessary
for improving the credit ratio
especially in States like Bihar
and UP.  “Customers in rural
communities lack awareness
about the CIBIL Score and do
not have access to their credit
worthiness. A good credit score
can also be used by a customer
to bargain for a better interest
rate. In some cases the cus-
tomer want to dispute the
score and therefore can raise
such queries through CSC,”
said CSC CEO Dr Dinesh
Tyagi.
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The global higher education rating,
ranking and awarding standards

organisation, QS-Era has awarded
Adamas University, Kolkata, West
Bengal, with QS IGauge E-LEAD (E-
Learning Excellence in Academic
Digitisation) certification on June 27,
Saturday. This certification is a repre-
sentation of the results following a ver-
ification and validation process to cer-
tify the preparedness of institutions to
conduct online teaching and learning.

“The certification process
involved rigorous data-collection,
evaluation and assessment of perfor-
mance metrics as set out in the

methodology”, noted the QS India
head Ashwin Fernandes.

Adamas University (AU) is the
only other university in East-Northeast
India to be awarded so, apart from
Bhuvaneswar based KIIT University. 

QS IGAUGE is the Indian arm of
global rankings and ratings agency QS,
which established the E-Lead: E-
Learning Excellence for Academic
Digitisation. QS IGAUGE deployed its
outstanding global resources to create
a global best practices document and
methodology, with an aim to do a
readiness check of institutions in
India in adopting technology and tech-
nology-enabled services for online
teaching. 


���� -./��.0��

The OP Jindal
Global University

has been ranked in
the top 101-150
Young Universities in
the world by
Q u a c q u a r e l l i
Symonds (QS). JGU is
the first and only pri-
vate university from
India and the only
Indian university,
which solely focuses
on Social Sciences,
Arts and Humanities
to feature in the QS
Young University

Rankings 2021. These
rankings of young
universities, which are
under the age of 50
years, have just been
released by QS, one of
the leading and influ-
ential ranking agen-
cies in the world. 

Of the four
Indian Universities
which made it to the
top 150 QS World
University under 50
rankings, JGU is the
only non-STEM,
n o n - M e d i c i n e
University to feature
in this list. 

The world is moving at a faster
pace. Enterprises across the

world are going through a digital
revolution with automation and
Artificial Intelligence at the fore-
front of this paradigm shift.
Enterprises that are onboard the
digital transformation journey are
always looking to strengthen their
IT organisation with a workforce
skilled in emerging technologies,
and this has increased the demand
for professionals who are proficient
in new-age tools and systems —
one such emerging concept is
DevOps.

DevOps can be defined as a
modern strategy used to mitigate
IT-related issues impacting software
and service delivery. Intended to
shorten the systems’ development
life cycle and provide continuous
delivery with high software quali-
ty, DevOps encourages an envi-
ronment of communication and
collaboration, within the IT organ-
isation to improve the agility and
quality of their delivery.

It also helps improve pre-
dictability, efficiency, and security
and empowers developers with
more control to create a better pro-
duction infrastructure. For these
reasons, DevOps is being adopted
and integrated by most tech com-

panies today, paving the way for an
interesting and fulfilling career
path.

DevOps engineers work with
IT developers towards facilitating
better coordination among the var-
ious IT-related functions by stream-
lining and automating the integra-
tion and the deployment process-
es. 

To be a proficient DevOps
engineer, one needs to be adept at
certain skills like programming
knowledge, system administration,
network and storage, infrastructure
management and compliance,
automation tools, visualisation,

cloud computing, security, testing,
and good communication skills.
Here, we have explained some of
the important skills you need to
perfect to become a preferred
DevOps engineer.

Programming knowledge: As
a DevOps engineer, you have a huge
responsibility for ensuring the
smooth running of operations and
knowledge of coding languages
such as Python, Java, NodeJS,
.NET, React, Angular, Ruby, and
others can help you understand
your roles and responsibilities bet-
ter.

CI/CD: DevOps process

involves a lot of development, test-
ing and deployment technologies
for developing automated
Continuous Integration/
Continuous Delivery pipelines.
Continuous integration (CI) com-
bines the work products of indi-
vidual developers into a reposito-
ry. Continuous delivery (CD) is
intended to reduce the conflicting
points which are inherent in the
deployment or release processes. 

System administration:
System administration includes
building, deploying, testing and
debugging servers regularly. The
person responsible for system
administration is directly respon-
sible for the overall health of the
system and therefore it makes
more sense for the DevOps
Engineer to know more about sys-
tem administration as that helps
make decisions regarding automa-
tion of systems and servers.

DevOps is a growing technol-
ogy with lots of IT processes depen-
dent on it, professionals tend to
move to related roles in a few years,
growing in expertise and experi-
ence. Apart from a good job pro-
file, one can also expect an attrac-
tive salary package.
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The education of an estimated 1
billion students in 130 countries
is at a standstill due to the tem-

porary closure of schools to prevent the
spread of the COVID-19 pandemic.  In
India, with the Government consider-
ing reopening schools after August,
hybrid offline-online learning, minimal
contact games, alternate days school,
maintaining of social distancing, using
of masks and sanitisers, tie-ups with
local hospitals will be the new normal. 

Institutions need to work with par-
ents, teachers, education departments
and local governments to ensure a
healthy environment. Due to Covid,
teaching has shifted online in the
blink of an eye. But finding the right
online teaching platforms, using effec-
tive techniques and tools is a chal-
lenging task for students and parents.
It is also true that while remote learn-
ing may be suitable for some students,
but many more living in rural areas are
not as equipped and stand at a disad-
vantage. 

The pandemic is far from being
over. As schools reopen, briefing and
sensitising parents about the new nor-
mal will be essential. Formulation of
protocols, division of curriculum needs
to be monitored strongly. While the aca-
demic alignment between teachers
and students is being managed through
digital tools, physical presence and
interaction in school environments is
the key to holistic development.
Anxiety, apprehension and anticipation

When it comes to dealing with psy-
cho-social issues, each one is fighting
a different battle. Children are scared
and stressed, with low motivation lev-
els, even for online studies. Teachers are

striving to remain positive but the chal-
lenge to maintain the same level of con-
nection with the students is apparent,
and parents are worried if the disrup-
tion in children’s education will push
them a year behind. 

The institutions along with health
experts must brief the parents, teach-
ers and management bodies about the
hygiene protocols, physical screening
and physical distancing to gain the con-
fidence. Schools must incorporate
some behavioral change practices in
their curriculum such as washing and
sanitising the hands even before getting
on the online class to instill a habit and
making children understand the impor-
tance of taking such safety precautions.
Teachers need to be trained about the
transition to virtual classrooms with the
help of the right online teaching strate-
gies and techniques in order to keep
their students engaged in a positive
manner. To achieve this goal, teachers
and school management will require the
active involvement of the parents along
with the students.

The way forward and beyond
There is a definite need to create

systems that are convenient for students
and educational institutions to imple-
ment while ensuring safety for all. This
does not mean that the current systems
should be replaced completely. It needs
to be understood that the new proto-
cols will be a supplement and not a
replacement of the earlier practices.
Classroom teaching is still the ideal way
of learning, and this is the best time to
evolve innovative ways on how best to
welcome children back to schools
without compromising their safety.
Most schools are likely to open in
September, which is a forward-looking
step. The school authorities will have to
be aware that expecting students to
immediately adapt to the new normal
is an unreasonable ask. There should be
efforts to introduce exercises that
ensure good psycho-social health and
a happy emotional state for them.
Burdening them with loads of syllabus
to catch up on will only make them
reluctant, anxious and unwillingness to

adapt. Prevention of bullying amongst
the vulnerable weaker or younger stu-
dents is another aspect we should plan
to focus on. 

Administrators, educators, and
teachers must realise that the present
situation does not warrant a complete
overhaul of the education system,
rather a few critical parameters, espe-
cially on the technological front. While
students staying at home and attending
virtual classes may currently be the best
option, absence of friends and con-
ducive school environments will
deprive them of a very vital aspect of
their learning and upbringing process. 

The pandemic has taught us that
many unique lessons. India, where edu-
cation has predominantly been pro-
vided by the Government, the need to
build resilience into our education sys-
tems is being felt stronger than ever
before. School has always been more
than a building. It is a place for children
to learn, to play, to be inspired, and to
be safe. 
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As per a report of 2020 by India
Brand Equity Foundation (IBEF),

India has the world’s largest popula-
tion in the age range of five-24 years.
With the youth comprising the very
future of India, it is only wise for the
country to steer them in the right
direction while honing their talent to
prepare them for the careers they wish
to pursue. Undeniably, this can only
be achieved by providing them with
a strong, holistic education, complete
with the appropriate resources, tools,
and exposure. 

It is no secret that India is espe-
cially renowned for its education in
engineering, mechanics, and tech-
nology. Robotics, especially, is wit-
nessing increased interest. While
robotics has made its way as a driving
force in the education of more devel-
oped countries, India’s educational
institutes are still not up to the mark,
especially considering how imperative
it is for universities to provide the right
exposure to students, prepping them
to be industry-ready professionals.
With this in mind, collaborative
robots, or cobots, are being introduced
worldwide to shape the present and
future of students pursuing robotics.
Our country is still at a nascent stage
of embracing this technology, as a
2018 report by the International

Federation of Robotics (IFR) states
that the country has only about three
robots per every 10,000 workers, in
contrast to developed countries such
as South Korea, which has an average
of 710 robots per 10,000 workers. It
is time to change those numbers and
welcome cobots into the world of edu-
cational institutions to prepare stu-
dents for the fourth industrial revo-
lution.

Built on the concept of Human-
Robot Collaboration (a key tenet of
Industry 4.0), cobots are a niche, new
type of robots. Unlike conventional
fenced robots, they have advanced
safety features, including a protective
stop that is enabled when an object
obstructs its path. This makes them
safe to work alongside humans with-
out the need for any cumbersome
caging or fencing (subject to risk
assessment). This is in contrast to their
unsafe, industrial robot predeces-

sors, which require a large amount of
space to be fenced off to operate
autonomously, as well as program-
ming expertise.

Cobots contribute to creating a
robotic lab of international repute
along with providing the students with
all the ingredients at one place. The
collaborative technology is deemed fit
for the university as cobots are not just
user-friendly but also easy to set-up
and customise. They enable cus-
tomisation with their open-source
platform, making it ideal for students
to experiment with different pro-
grammes, and even create their own
applications.

Slowly but surely, we see that uni-
versities across India are turning to
incorporate collaborative robots into
their curriculum, investing in the tech-
nology to facilitate an interactive
association between students and
technology. By creating a stimulating
environment that shapes industry-
ready students, cobots empower
today’s youth to become aware of tech-
nologically advanced solutions that
can be used by large and small man-
ufacturers alike to place India on the
map as a manufacturing hub of glob-
al standards.
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The Manav Sthali School
believes in imparting

best in academic as well as
best in providing facilities
for the overall development
of the students. Yoga is a
regular feature at the school
as it brings together mind,
body and breath to produce
perfect balance within us. In
today’s rushed lifestyle, yoga
is the perfect addition to
school curriculum as it
helps children to keep their
minds calm and grow holis-
tically.

This year, due to the
COVID-19 pandemic, the
school celebrated Rich
Indian Tradition of Yoga on
June 21, 2020, E-Yogastic —
Let’s Heal Our Mind, Body
& Soul.

Under the sagacious
guidance of Mamta V
Bhatnagar, Director &
Founder Principal, Manav
Sthali School, Dipti A
Bhatnagar, Principal initi-
ated E-Yoga Day virtually
with the staff and students.
The event was based on the
theme Yoga From Home.
Mamta Bhanagar motivat-

ed students virtually on this
day. The Guest of Honour was
Sheetal Verma, a trained & a
certified yoga instructor.

Mamta V Bhatnagar
enlightnend the students with
her words of wisdom that
yoga benefits people of all ages
and is suitable for people at all
walks of life. She stressed that
during these testing times
besides staying connected to
family and friends, and main-
taining a healthy lifestyle,
there is also one other thing
that can help keep anxiety and
mental health in check is
practicing yoga.
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The Vidyamandir Classes,
announces the date of con-

ducting the National
Admission Test (NAT) Online
on July 5, 2020. VMC will
award the top performers with
upto 100 per cent scholarship
towards the tuition fee. The
last date of registration for this
exam is 8 pm, July 4, 2020.
VMC has received an over-
whelming response to the
Online NAT so far with thou-
sands of students, who have
successfully given the test
online and taken admissions.

NAT is an online national
qualifying test designed for
students who aim to score
high grades in IIT-JEE & NEET
by joining the prestigious class-
room & online programs. NAT
is an exam for admission at
VMC and self-analysis for the
students. Through this aptitude
test students can also review
their current potential and
realize their academic intellect
on the basis of the marks

obtained in NAT. Since the past
33 years VMC has a proven
track record of success in
national competitive exams.

VMC will award the Class
XII pass students with Early
Bird Scholarships which is 50
per cent and 30 per cent on
tuition fee for NEET and JEE
preparatory courses respec-
tively through NAT.

This exam is especially
designed for IIT/JEE and
NEET aspirants who want to be
a part of the top engineering
and medical colleges. NAT is an
opportunity for the students to
qualify and be a part of the
methodical training pro-
gramme of VMC which
emphasises on explaining the
fundamental concepts of the
subjects, and provide mock
tests and special sessions for
eliminating doubts of the stu-
dents.

The registration fee for the
exam has been revised to �99
in view of the pandemic. For
more information visit
www.vidyamandir.com.
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The SRM Institute of Science and Technology — SRMIST,

Chennai, India as a member of the India Global Higher
Education Alliance of the US based College Board, which con-
ducts the SAT examinations, is offering attractive scholarships
up to 35 per cent for students with SAT scores. 

SRMIST offers exciting options, like the transfer/twining pro-
gramme to study abroad after two years at SRM and complet-
ing the final two years abroad for the degree to be awarded over-
seas or after completing graduation or in opting for a top notch
job. With over 200 MoUs with universities overseas, the options
are unlimited. 

For an NRI/PIO/OCI seeking BTech degree, the fee is �2.5
lacs pegged at the domestic fee, by taking the entrance exam SRM-
JEEE and appearing for joint counseling, or alternatively, they
can pick their choice of course with attractive scholarships of up
to 35 per cent through the direct admission route. The last date
to apply is July 15 2020. Those who are NRI/PIO/OCI or
Foreigner, can proceed to apply in the International Admission
Category, availing amazing scholarships, fee waiver of 25 per cent
to 35 per cent under merit and 40 per cent for SAARC and Africa.
For more information students can visit www.srmist.edu.in.
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�What are the top three reforms needed in
the education sector at present?

The present policy lacks emphasis on the
public-private partnership model. It should
permit the private sector to build social infra-
structure to aid holistic development especially
in the social sector with an outreach to the
underprivileged sections of the society. The
private sector needs to be given a greater role.
The proposal of three-language learning
being made compulsory has not gone down
well with many State. It would be a good idea
for students to opt to learn their mother
tongue. Edtech should be an integral part of
the National Education Policy as its percep-
tion and application due to the COVID-19
pandemic has changed altogether. 
�Will online education remove the dispar-
ity that exists?

While it may not eradicate disparity at a
go, it will be the stepping stone in bringing the
education eco-system closer. Students from the
remote corners of the country will get an
opportunity to learn vocational skills which
they were deprived off due to geographical and
technological barriers. Also, this would uplift
the under-privileged sections of the society
who cannot afford expensive education. They
would now be able to access and learn the
same skill-sets at a fraction of the cost and sit-
ting at home or skilling centres in their town
or city. This will ensure a level playing field
and also give the country skilled labour who
in-turn can turn entrepreneurs and become
independent.
�What are the cons of online education?

Online education is at a very nascent stage
but is revolutionising at a pace never thought
before. While accessibility to the internet is one
of its biggest limitations in the Indian sub-con-
tinent, the government should at improving
infrastructure across the country to make it
financially and socially viable. Also, with the
widespread outreach will bring down the cost
of online education dramatically.

The Government should lay the founda-
tion by providing uninterrupted high-speed
Internet coverage, reduce the taxes on hard-
ware for education products like tablets, lap-
tops, smart phones, and servers etc. to ensure
affordability even to the economically weak-
er sections of the society. In addition, there will
have to be specialised training of teachers to
dispense their skills on an online platform. The
teacher will also have to be attuned to the soft-
ware and the latest trends and will have to reg-
ularly upskill themselves. Due to nascency in
online education, there would be certain lim-

itations at the earlier stages but those issues
will get addressed over a period of time. 
�How important it is for teachers to change
their teaching methodology -- due to online
teaching?

Teachers don’t need to change their
methodology in entirety but need to make
value additions to their existing style of
teaching by incorporating various interactive
tools. Many modern schools already have
smart classrooms equipped with smart boards,
LED screens, projectors, internet, and regu-
larly involve students in interactive conver-
sations with teachers easily operating them.
In a modern-day physical classroom, adequate
focus is also given to flipped learning in addi-
tion to the conventional for of learning.

Teachers who are entering in to the sys-
tem are conditioning themselves to the new
ways of teaching to meet global standards of
education to ensure better employment con-
nect. At the same time, teachers from
Government and Government-aided schools
will have to spend more time in enhancing
their skills. Those teachers who were reluctant
to adopt technology in their teaching, COVID-
19 pandemic has left them little choice to join
the newage tech-savvy teaching brigade. The
syllabus will also have to be revised for a phy-
gital teaching experience.
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The Concordia
University invites
applications for its

Excellence Tuition Award for
the academic year 2020-21.
This programme will help stu-
dents gain undergraduate
level education at the univer-
sity by covering their tuition
fees. Applications of this
application are open for all
prospective students from
around the world.

Eligibility: All countries
are eligible to apply. Must
have applied for an under-
graduate degree course in any
field at the university. The fol-
lowing must be provided as
accompanying documents of
application for admission:
Pre-qualification degree,
copies of academic transcripts
and award, certificates of
English language proficiency,
a statement, and a copy of
passport.

Admission requirements:
All applicants must have a
high school diploma to get
admission to an undergradu-
ate degree program at the uni-
versity.

Language requirement:
The university accepts
TOEFL, IELTS, DET, CAEL,
CAE, CPE, and PTE.

How to apply: Only after
applying for an approved
course at the university, all

candidates will be eligible for
this application scheme.

Application deadline:
The last date is September 1,
2020.

With the motive to offset
the financial burden of the
university, the Heidelberg
University invites applications
for its International
Ambassador funding for
international students.

This support will assist
you to pursue a degree at the
university by covering your
tuition cost up to $17,000 per
year. Undergraduate degree in
various subject areas. To be
eligible, the applicants must
hold a high school certificate.

Must attach your academ-
ic transcripts, copy of pass-
port, personal statement, affi-
davit of Financial Support
form and evidence of financial
support and recommendation
letters.

Admission requirements:
Candidates must meet all the
entry requirement of the uni-
versity.

Language requirement:
You have to accomplish the
English language require-
ments of the university.

How to apply: To be con-
sidered for this award firstly,
you have to enrol in under-
graduate degree coursework at
the university and also com-
plete the financial aid applica-
tion.

Application deadline:
The last date to apply is It is
November 1, 2020.
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Beginning as an alternative
to the soaring IT infra-
structure cost, Cloud com-

puting, has, within a short span,
become the most defining trend
now. Cloud computing is no
longer a good-to-have option,
but a must have one. 

Cloud computing began as
an alternative to the soaring IT
infrastructure costs, and within
a decade it has become the
defining trend and it is an ini-
tiative that all CIO’s must eval-
uate or consider. According to a
report by NASSCOM, the cloud
market is expected to grow 3-fold
to $7.1 billion by 2022. Globally,
the cloud spending on IT is
growing at 16.5 per cent (CAGR)
and is expected to touch $345 bil-
lion by 2022. 

Cloud computing has exist-
ed in multiple avatars, the present
Cloud computing services is not
very old. Its impact is creating a
huge opportunity for the Internet
and enterprise businesses, by
offering efficient and scalable
solutions for the industry. Many
of the emerging cloud comput-
ing trends from the industry are
entering a phase of high com-
patibility and scalability.

The standardisation of
Cloud engineering, is further
opening up new opportunities to
support application-level
processes with the help of arti-
ficial intelligence and high-per-

formance computing. Given the
pace at which cloud computing
is getting embraced, 2020 can
well become a new door-open-
er in cloud computing and its
developments in various sectors.
Starting 2020 and in this decade,
we can foresee the following
trends that will shape up cloud
computing.  

�������%
The securing user data

(Privacy) and protecting
Intellectual property is the top
priority for every organisation.
Increased usage of cloud com-
puting has resulted in a large
number of users and their data
vulnerable to security breach.
Users are being subjected to
denial of service, malware
attacks, phishing, social data
theft resulting in huge financial
losses. Increasing cloud secure
computing will be one of the key
trends to watch for. Cloud
administrators and architects
will be expected to pay close
attention to their business use
cases and cover all aspects of
securing their Cloud solution to
avoid embarrassment and rev-
enue loss.

���&��������	�
�����
Serverless computing is the

new in-demand and it is increas-
ing a growing number.  Though
clients tend to align with a par-

ticular cloud service provider, but
many open source solutions are
providing serverless computing
service across the industry. The
serverless model has a conven-
tional structure that uses a pay as
you go system giving the flexi-

bility to organisations to have
control of their IT Infrastructure
expenses.
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One of the advantages of

cloud computing is its distributed
computing infrastructure.
Organisations need to be always
connected and provide instant
access to their customers. Hence
the sustainable infrastructure of
Edge computing will enable
them to meet the expectations
and meet ever growing User
experience. It is one of the sus-
tainable options for the compa-
nies because of its low cost and
easy access to data.

�%
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This refers to the capability

of an IT system or architecture
to scale exponentially and abili-
ty to respond to change with
minimal downtime. Hyperscale
data center is reshaping the
global IT landscape, shifting
data from on-premises comput-
er rooms and IT closets to mas-
sive centralized data center hubs.

These cloud campuses offer
economies of scale, enabling
hyperscale operators to rapidly
add server capacity and electric
power. Organisations need an
elastic IT infrastructure that can
scale at an extremely quick pace
to meet the dynamic increase
and decrease of demand. . This

has led to high demand for
hyper-scale data centers.  
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While organizations have

started to align with a Cloud plat-
form of their choice, fierce &
healthy competition in the cloud
arena has resulted in the avail-
ability of cost effective comput-
ing options with rich, feature-
centric services, portability
between services and flexible
billing options. Organizations
are now incorporating Multi-
Cloud solutions and Hybrid-
cloud to achieve flexibility in
computing & cost effectiveness.
In recent years there is a steep rise
in organizations incorporating
multi cloud deployment, which
is clearly the new norm and the
way forward in cloud computing.

��%���	�������
With the ongoing COVID-

19 pandemic and organizations
likely to adopt work-from-home
culture for the foreseeable future,
dependence on most of the reg-
ular softwares such as email, cal-
endar, engineering / develop-
ment, collaboration and video
conferencing will only witness an
upward usage trend with mini-
mal downtime. Cloud came as
the invisible saviour to  address
these challenges. 
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Fringe players Xherdan
Shaqiri and Adam Lallana
look likely to be among those
who will be leaving the club.

“Covid has of course
influenced both sides with ins
and outs, that is completely
normal, and it’s just not like-
ly that it will be the most busy
summer in the world,” Klopp
told reporters.

“But maybe at a later
point in the year, if the trans-
fer window is still open, we
will know more. But this
squad... look at it. It is not a
squad you have to change now
and say ‘OK, we need this
position and this position’.”

The Liverpool boss said
he had a “first 16 or 17” who
could all play at the same level.
“We cannot spend millions
and millions because we want
to or we think it is nice to do,”

he added. “We never wanted
that.”

Klopp’s last big buy was
the purchase of Alisson Becker
for £65 million in 2018. Since
then the outlay has been rel-
atively small. Teenagers
Harvey Elliott and Sepp van
den Berg have joined the club
along with Adrian and
Takumi Minamino, who
arrived from RB Salzburg for
£7.25 million in January.

But the club has invested
heavily in longer contracts for
their key players and Klopp
said his youngsters had the
potential to make a major
impact. Wales under-19
International Neco Williams
has impressed, along with
academy graduate Curtis
Jones and fellow young for-
ward Elliott.

“You have to be creative

and we try to be creative,” said
Klopp. “We try to find solu-
tions internally and there is

still a lot to come. We have
three or four players who can
make big steps.”
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Led by Quinton de Kock,
South Africa’s 44 crick-

eters, who are part of a men’s
high performance squad, have
returned to training amid the
Covid-19 pandemic after get-
ting approval from the coun-

try’s Sports Ministry.
According to Cricket

South Africa, the players will
train in small monitored
groups with identified coach-
es from their nearest franchise
teams.

The sessions will be in
accordance with the guide-
lines set out by the CSA
Covid-19 steering committee
and approved by the National
Institute of Communicable
Diseases (NICD).

Plans for the commence-
ment of training for the

women’s High Performance
training squad are still being
deliberated upon.

TRAINING SQUAD
Quinton de Kock, Dean

Elgar, Lungi Ngidi, Aiden
Markram, Junior Dala,
Theunis de Bruyn, Rassie van
der Dussen, Shaun von Berg,
Dwaine Pretorius, Henrich
Klaasen, Temba Bavuma,
Reeza Hendricks, Kagiso
Rabada, Tabraiz Shamsi,
Wiaan Mulder, Bjorn Fortuin,
Andile Phehlukwayo, David

Miller, Sarel Erwee, Khaya
Zondo, Daryn Dupavillon,
Keshav Maharaj, Senuran
Muthusamy, Keagan Petersen,
Imran Tahir, Lutho Sipamla,
Edward Moore, Anrich
Nortje, Sisanda Magala,
Glenton Stuurman, Jon-Jon
Smuts, Rudi Second, Pite van
Biljon, Raynaard van Tonder,
Gerald Coetzee, Pieter Malan,
Zubayr Hamza, Janneman
Malan, Faf du Plessis, Tony de
Zorzi, Beuran Hendricks,
Nandre Burger, George Linde
and Kyle Verreynne. 
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�������The weight of expectations in a cricket-
mad country like India is huge but Virat Kohli has
done an exceptional job leading the side, says
Australia’s limited overs skipper Aaron Finch.

Finch said all players are expected to endure
some bad time but players like Kohli, Steve Smith,
Ricky Ponting and Sachin Tendulkar are exceptions.

“Every player, regardless of who it is, has a bad
series. But very very rarely do you see Kohli, (Steve)
Smith, even going back (Ricky) Ponting, Sachin
(Tendulkar), these guys they don’t have two bad
series in a row,” Finch said on the Sony Ten Pit Stop
show.  “The pressure of playing for India is one but
also leading India is another and the way he (Kohli)
has done it, so consistently for a long time.

“And taking over from (MS) Dhoni , the lead-
ership, that is huge. The expectations were high and
he kept delivering and I think that is the most
impressive thing,” he added.

Finch was impressed with Kohli’s consistency
as a batsman too.

“What has been so impressive for so long is just
his consistency across three formats. To be the best
player of all-time in ODI cricket is one thing but
then to also be in Test cricket and T20 cricket as a
rounded player that is remarkable,” he said. PTI
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Star all-rounder Ben Stokes says he
won’t change his playing approach
when he will lead England in the

absence of regular skipper Joe Root for the
Test series-opener against the West Indies.

Vice-captain Stokes was on Tuesday
named captain for the opening Test
against at Southampton from July 8 in
place of Root, who will be with his wife
for the birth of their second child.

“I hope that I always try to set the
example in terms of attitude and commit-
ment If I am in charge that’s not going to
change the way that I go about things,”
Stokes was quoted as saying by the BBC.

Stokes had a phenomenal run in the
past one year as he helped England to
World Cup final victory and played a key
role in his side’s stunning Ashes win over
Australia at Headingley.

The 29-year-old, who has played 63
Tests since 2013, says positivity influences
his conduct on the field and that will con-
tinue.

“In terms of how I want to influence
the game, I try to have a positive effect with
the ball or bat in my hand. No matter what
I do in terms of choosing what to do in a
situation, it will always be the positive
route,” the Durham all-rounder said.

If Stokes is given the captaincy, he will
be first all-rounder since Andrew Flintoff
to lead England and 81st skipper overall.

He was named vice-captain in 2017
but he lost the position following the
Bristol nightclub incident that year.

“Getting the opportunity to captain

England is a huge honour — even if it’s
only the once you can still say ‘yeah, I’ve
captained England’.

“It’s a huge honour to think about, and
something I’m really looking forward to

if the opportunity presents itself, but also
at the same time I know I’m only stepping
in for the one game because of Joe’s per-
sonal situation.”

Stokes does not have experience of

leading a side but would bank on support
from his experienced players.

“We’ve got some really experienced
guys out in the field who I can use. I’d like
to think that I’ll be quite an open captain

and wouldn’t want to just think that my
way is the only way,” he said.

“There are 11 guys out on the field, so
why not get 10 other opinions on some-
thing that you’re thinking about?”
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Six Pakistani cricketers,
who were found to be

Covid-19 positive ahead of
the team’s departure for
England last week, have
now tested negative for the
second time in three days
making them eligible to join
the squad in the UK.

Fakhar Zaman,
Mohammad Hasnain,
Mohammad Hafeez,
Mohammad Rizwan,
Shadab Khan and Wahab
Riaz have been found neg-
ative in the latest round of
testing conducted by the

Pakistan Cricket Board.
“The players were

retested on Monday, 29
June, following a first nega-
tive test on 26 June,” the
PCB said in a statement
on Tuesday.

Of these, Hafeez
caused quite a stir when
he got himself test-
ed at a private
facility, which
found him
negative just a
day after the
first PCB test
put him in
the infect-
ed list.

Spinner Kashif Bhatti,
pacers Haris Rauf and
Imran Khan and batsman
Haider Ali still remain in

quarantine.
In all, 10 Pakistani

players were found coro-
navirus-positive before
the team left for

England on
Saturday.

The PCB
said six play-
ers “are now
eligible to

join the
Pakistan men’s
national cricket team
in Worcestershire.”

��	����Former Pakistan crick-
eter Ramiz Raja has suggested
current Test captain Azhar Ali
to focus on his own batting and
lead from the front when
they take on England in the
much-anticipated series in
August.

Raja pointed
towards Pakistan’s
tour of Australia
last year where
Azhar could
muster only 62
runs in four
innings as the
hosts recorded

as convincing 2-0 series white-
wash. “My advice for Azhar will
be to first focus on his own bat-
ting. His captaincy wasn’t good
in Australia and also in recent
times his form has not been
that great,” Raja told Dawn
News. “So he should be focus

on his batting first so that
he can inspire his team-

mates. Also, its a great
chance for Babar
Azam to again
impress the world

like he did in
Australia,” he
added. IANS
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Stylish India batsman Rohit Sharma
is one of the greatest ever ODI

openers, considering his ability to score
daddy hundreds, says former captain
Krishnamachari Srikkanth.

Out of his 29 ODI centuries, 11
times Rohit has scored in excess of 140,
including three double hundreds.

Srikkanth, who himself was an
explosive opener during his playing
days, said Rohit will be in the top-3 or
top-5 in the list of all time greatest
openers. “I would rate him as one of
the greatest all-time one-day openers
in world cricket. What’s the greatest

quality in Rohit Sharma is that he goes
for these big hundreds and double
hundreds, that is something amazing,”
Srikkanth  said on Star Sports show
Cricket Connected.

“In a one-day match, you will go
150, 180, 200, just imagine where you
are going to take the team to, that’s the
greatness about Rohit,” said the 60-
year-old Srikkanth, who played 43
Tests and 146 ODIs between 1981 and
1992.

The 30-year-old Rohit has so far
played in 224 ODIs, scoring 9115 runs
at an average of 49.27 with 29 hundreds
and 43 fifties. His highest score is 264,
which is a world record.
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Liverpool boss Jurgen Klopp
does not believe he has to

spend “millions” in the transfer
market, saying it is a tricky task
to improve his Premier League
winners. Klopp’s side were last
week crowned English champi-
ons for the first time in 30 years
with a record seven games to go.

The coronavirus outbreak,
which put the Premier League
on hold for three months, is like-
ly to have a significant impact on
the football transfer market.

But Klopp said even if he
had a significant war chest,
spending it would not necessar-
ily be easy or the right thing to
do. The club decided not to
compete with Chelsea for Timo
Werner even though he had
been heavily linked with a move
to Anfield.

��&��
		���Liverpool defend-
er Joel Matip will miss the
remaining matches of the
Premier League season due to
a foot injury, the champions
said on Tuesday.

Centre back Matip sus-
tained the injury during
Liverpool’s goalless draw with
local rivals Everton.

He told Liverpoolfc.com:
“This season I will be not back
on the pitch but for next sea-
son, I hope I’m going to be
quite early a direct help for the
team.” IANS

������ Barcelona have reached
an agreement to sign Bosnian
International midfielder
Miralem Pjanic from Juventus
for an initial 60 million euros
($67.4m), plus a potential five
million euros more in bonuses,
the two clubs announced on
Monday.

The 30-year-old will move
to the Camp Nou on a four-year
deal once the current, delayed
season has been completed.

The two clubs earlier con-
firmed that Brazilian midfield-
er Arthur Melo will move in the
opposite direction to Juventus in
a separate deal for 72 million
euros plus a further 10 million
euros in variables.

Arthur and Pjanic will
remain with their current teams
until the end of the 2019-20
campaign, which will include the

reformed Champions League
knock-out stage in August. It
raises the possibility that Arthur
and Pjanic could face each other,
and their future clubs, in the
tourney latter stages.

Arthur only joined Barca
from Brazilian side Gremio in
2018 and was hailed as a future
star for the club, with many tip-
ping him as the long-term suc-
cessor to Xavi Hernandez in
central midfield. AFP
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Kings XI Punjab co-
owner Ness Wadia

on Tuesday called for a
gradual end to Chinese
sponsorship in the
Indian Premier League
amid escalating tensions
between the two coun-
tries owing to the violent
clash in eastern Ladakh
earlier this month.

Calls for boycotting
Chinese products have
intensified after 20
Indian soldiers were
killed in the Galwan
Valley clash on June 15. 

The incident
prompted the BCCI to
call a meeting of the
IPL Governing Council
to review Chinese spon-
sorships but that meet-
ing is yet to take place.
On Monday, India
banned 59 Chinese apps.

“We should do it
(sever ties with Chinese
sponsors in IPL) for the
sake of the nation.
Country comes first,
money is secondary.
And it is the Indian
Premier League, not the
Chinese Premier League.
It should lead by exam-
ple and show the way,”
Wadia said on Tuesday.

“Yes it would be dif-
ficult  to find sponsors
initially but I am sure
there are enough Indian
sponsors who can
replace them. We must
have all the respect for
the nation and our
Government and most
importantly for the sol-
diers who risk their lives
for us,” said the known
Indian businessman.

Chinese mobile phone
maker Vivo is the IPL
title sponsor and it pays
the BCCI �440 crore
annually for the five-
year deal ending in 2022.

Other companies
involved in the IPL —
Paytm, Swiggy, Dream
11 — have Chinese
investments. Not just the
IPL, the teams too
attract Chinese spon-
sorship.

While Wadia made
his stance clear, other
teams, including
Chennai Super Kings,
said they will be happy
to go with whatever the
Government decides.

“It will be tough to
replace them initially
but if it has to be done
for the sake of the
nation, we should do it,”
a CSK source said.

Another team
owner said: “Let the
Government decide first,
whatever they decide,
we will follow”.

However, Wadia
said it is not right to
await Government’s
directive on the contro-
versial subject as “it is
our moral responsibility
to stand with the nation
at this hour”.

“If I was the BCCI
president, I would say
find me an Indian spon-
sor for the upcoming
season.

“Indian companies
need to step up and see
the same benefits and
opportunities that
Chinese companies have
seen in the IPL, which is
the best T20 league in
the world.”

CAPTAINCY WON’T CHANGE MY STYLE: STOKES
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�	��	�� Former England
captain Nasser Hussain
feels Ben Stokes will do
well as a one-time skipper,
however, handing him the
armband permanently
would be something The
Three Lions should be
concerned about.

“There is no one bet-
ter than Ben Stokes to step
in for Joe Root as a short-
term captain when
England take on West
Indies in the first Test
next week,” Hussain wrote
in his column for the
Daily Mail.

“Stokes is extremely
loyal, so Root would not
have to worry he would be
handing his job over to
someone with any kind of
ulterior motive of wanting
to take it for good.

“When Joe returns

Ben will happily hand the
captaincy back to him.
He will certainly bring
passion and energy to
captaincy,” he added.

Hussain also spoke
about the prospect of
handing over the role per-
manently to Stokes and
stated it might not be a
good idea to put further
pressure on someone who
is already giving the team
everything in all three
departments of the game.

“The long term is a
different matter. With the
full-time England cap-
taincy comes expectancy,
selection, ups and downs
and a lot of things that can
weigh you down. So I
would be concerned about
giving it to Ben perma-
nently at some point down
the line,” Hussain wrote.

“I don’t think there’s
anyone in world cricket
who does as much as Ben
Stokes. Maybe Virat Kohli
but he doesn’t bowl.
Stokes’ plate is full and
when he does something
there are never any half
measures. Stokes has to do
everything at a hundred
miles per hour — there is
no other way for him.

“So his workload is in
the red zone without the
mental strain of captaincy
and history tells you if you
give the job to your best
all-rounder, the graph will
go down the longer he
does the job. The last
thing England need is for
Stokes to be affected by
high office. Some players
do not need an armband
to lead and Stokes is one
of them,” he added. IANS
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		�� Liverpool goal-
keeper Allison thanked coach
Jurgen Klopp for giving him
the “opportunity to become
a legend” at the club. 

Allison joined Liverpool
last season and helped the
club win the Champions
League and the Premier
League in his time at Anfield. 

“The maximum respect
I can have for a person, I have
for him,” the Brazilian goal-
keeper told Reds’ website.

“There’s not many words
that I could describe. He
means everything for this
club, for the squad. He

brought us together here, he
gave me the opportunity to
come to Liverpool, he makes
me feel special inside.

“My teammates make
me feel special inside and the
supporters also, everybody,
but the boss has a special
place in everything because
he gave his life to achieve
those things that we are
achieving.

“I will always respect
him, have big respect, and
also be thankful for bringing
me here and giving me the
opportunity to become a leg-
end here for Liverpool.” IANS
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