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The round one of the
Rajasthan political crisis

went to Chief Minister Ashok
Gehlot on Monday after he
mobilised nearly 106-7 MLAs,
including those from
Independents, but the threat to
his Government remained real
with no sign of any climb
down by Deputy Chief
Minister Sachin Pilot.

The party has called anoth-
er round of meeting of legisla-
tors on Tuesday in its last
effort, hoping that some of the
supporters of Pilot would this
time attend the CLP meeting.
As of now, all the Gehlot sup-
porters MLAs are residing at a
resort at the outskirts of Jaipur
where they were taken soon
after the CLP meeting.

Congress General Secretary
Priyanka Gandhi is likely to
reach Jaipur to solve the dispute
between Gehlot and Pilot. 

Pilot has been camping in
Delhi with 16-17 MLAs and is
reported to be also in touch
with BJP leaders, though the
saffron party has denied such
speculation. Congress leaders
have claimed that party chief
Sonia Gandhi, senior leader
Rahul Gandhi, Priyanka
Gandhi, Ahmed Patel, and P
Chidambaram have spoken to
Pilot several times over the last
48 hours, but so far  he has not
given any indication of a thaw.

Congress chief spokesper-
son and AICC nominee
Randeep Surjewala said 109
MLAs of the Congress led
Government in Rajasthan
under Gehlot have given their
letter of support.

However, sources said
smaller parties and a couple of
Independents who have sup-
ported the Gehlot Government
so far may abstain in case
there is a floor test. 

Surjewala in a late night
media briefing at Jaipur said

MLAs gave their support letter
and thus they have failed BJP’s
attempts to topple the Congress
Government.

He said another Congress
Legislative Party (CLP) meet
will be at 10 am on Tuesday to
discuss the political situation
and that party had again
requested Pilot and all MLAs
with him camping in Delhi to
attend the meeting at Jaipur. 

“They (MLAs) are request-
ed to come and discuss how to
strengthen Rajasthan and serve

the eight crore people togeth-
er. If there are some differences
with someone, then they should
say that with an open mind.
Sonia and Rahul are ready to
listen to everyone and find
solution,” Surjewala 
said.

Rajya Sabha member and
a close aide of Rahul, Rajeev
Satav, has also been deputed to
initiate talks between the two
factions even as Ajay Maken
and Surjewala are already mak-
ing attempts.
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Adopting a  “wait & watch”
approach towards the

Rajasthan political crisis trig-
gered by rebellion by Deputy-
Chief Minster  Sachin Pilot, the
BJP on Monday said the
Congress has completely failed
to set its house in order in the
State and blaming others for
the instability of its
Government would not do any
good to it. 

The BJP has demanded
that the Gehlot Government
prove its majority in the
Assembly at the earliest.

Pilot, who has not been
able to muster enough support
of MLAs to count on the BJP
to topple the Gehlot
Government, has maintained
that he will not be joining the
saffron party in a fashion done
by Jyotiraditya Scindia, who
facilitated ouster of the
Congress Government in
Madhya Pradesh in March
and crossed over to the BJP.

According to sources, BJP
leaders are in touch with Pilot
but awaiting the full unfolding
of the numbers game. 

Union Minister

Dharmendra Pradhan has held
consultations with Union
Home Minister Amit Shah on
the Rajasthan crisis a day before
Pilot moved to Delhi making
public his opposition to the
State Chief Minister.

Sources, however, denied
that Pilot met BJP Central
leaders saying “rumours were
spread by the Gehlot camp” to
discredit the Deputy CM.

Asked about the BJP’s
move on the developing situa-
tion in the State, sources said,
“Situation is not ripe for the BJP
to step in directly.” As about
Pilot doing a Scindia , they said,
“In Rajasthan rebel numbers
need to swell up to 50 or more
before opposition party  takes
the challenge of forming an
alternative.”

The BJP is hopeful that
sooner or later it can replicate
its MP template in Rajasthan
too, given the “unbridgeable
differences” within the
Congress and trusts that a
“bigger split” in the Congress
is expected any day 
soon.

Responding to the charges
that the BJP was engaged in the
toppling game, BJP’s Rajya
Sabha MP and senior leader
from Rajasthan Om Prakash
Mathur said, “Congress should
look within as what it has
done with the mandate given
by the people.” 

����� ��������	

Amid the crisis in
Rajasthan over power

tussle between Chief Minister
Ashok Gehlot and his deputy
Sachin Pilot, two of the CM’s
aides were raided on Monday
morning by the Income Tax
Department in a signature
measure of the Central agen-
cies alleged meddling in such
political turbulence.

Similar moves by the
Central probe agencies were
initiated during the recent cri-
sis in Manipur and in the run
up to the toppling of the
Congress Government in
Madhya Pradesh. The probe
agencies were similarly active
in Karnataka before the polit-
ical crisis that led to the fall
of Congress-JD(S) alliance
Government last year. 

“The BJP has three front
agencies and two of them,
Income Tax and ED, have
swung into action and it’s a
matter of time when the third
one, the CBI, will also come
into play. It’s nothing but
murder of democracy,” said
senior Congress leader
Randeep Surjewala.

Rajasthan Government
chief whip Mahesh Joshi con-
demned the Income Tax raids
on premises linked to two
Congress leaders. Joshi was

speaking to reporters outside
the residence of the Chief
Minister where a meeting of
the Congress Legislature
Party has been convened.

“I condemn this. The
raids are uncalled for and
intended at threatening but
we are not going to be dis-
tracted or scared by this,” he
said. “Entire country is watch-
ing this,” Joshi added.

The IT Department raid-
ed Rajiv Arora, vice president
of the party’s Rajasthan unit,
and Dharmendra Rathore
and the searches yielded cash,
jewellery, property docu-
ments and lockers. The
searches were also extended
to Bhilwara and Jhalawad
besides Delhi.

In Delhi, the searches
were conducted on the
premises of Kothari brothers
who were allegedly awarded
a mega irrigation project in
Rajasthan and faced com-
plaints of irregularities in the
dam construction. The
searches were also conducted
on the premises of Om Metals
Infra Projects Ltd in Saket
and Sainik Farms area 
here.

The ED teams carried
out searches at Hotel
Fairmount in Jaipur promot-
ed by Ratan Kant, close to
Gehlot’s son Vaibhav.
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Google will invest �75,000
crore ($10 billion) in India

to boost the digital economy
over the next five to seven
years. The investment will be
done through a mix of equity
investments, partnerships, and
operational, infrastructure and
ecosystem investments. 

The development comes
after a virtual meeting between
Prime Minister Narendra Modi
and Google CEO Sundar Pichai
on Monday. According to
Google, this investment will
help realise PM’s vision of a
Digital India.

“Today at #GoogleForIndia
we announced a new $10B dig-
itization fund to help acceler-
ate India’s digital economy.”
We’re proud to support PM
@narendramodi’s vision for
Digital India — many thanks to
Minister @rsprasad & Minister
@DrRPNishank for joining us,”
Pichai, the 48-year-old Indian-
American Google CEO, wrote
in a tweet.

Calling India’s digital jour-
ney far from complete, Google

CEO Sundar Pichai announced
the Google for India
Digitization Fund that will
invest nearly $10 billion in
India over the next five to seven
years. “We’ll do this through a
mix of equity investments,
partnerships, and operational,
infrastructure and ecosystem
investments. This is a reflection
of our confidence in the future
of India and its digital econo-
my,” wrote Pichai.

“This is a reflection of our
confidence in the future of
India and its digital economy,”
Pichai said on a webcast dur-
ing the annual ‘Google for
India’ event. “Investments will

focus on four areas important
to India’s digitization,” Google
said in a statement.

“First, enabling affordable
access and information for
every Indian in their own lan-
guage, whether it’s Hindi,
Tamil, Punjabi or any other.
Second, building new products
and services that are deeply rel-
evant to India’s unique needs.
Third, empowering businesses
as they continue or embark on
their digital transformation.
Fourth, leveraging technology
and AI for social good, in
areas like health, education,
and agriculture,” it 
said.

Earlier in the day, Prime
Minister Narendra Modi  tweet-
ed that he had “an extremely
fruitful interaction” with
Google CEO Sundar Pichai.
“We spoke on a wide range of
subjects, particularly leveraging
the power of technology to
transform the lives of India’s
farmers, youngsters and entre-
preneurs,” the Prime Minister
wrote on Twitter. The Prime
Minister also shared pictures of
the virtual interaction.
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The condition of Bollywood
superstar Amitabh

Bachchan and his actor-son
Abhishek Bachchan, who were
admitted to Nanavati Super
Specialty Hospital at Vile Parle
in north-west Mumbai on
Saturday night after they test-
ed positive for Covid-19, is
“better” and “stable” 

Quoting the doctors
attending on the father-son
duo, informed sources at the
hospital said that the two actors
did not need any “aggressive
treatment” for now. “Both
Amitabh and Abhishek are bet-
ter and clinically stable. They do
not need any aggressive treat-
ment,” the sources said.

“Get well soon” message
continued to flood various
social media platforms from
the Bachchan fans and well-
wishers for the third consecu-
tive day on Monday.

Earlier in the day, an over-
whelmed Amitabh tweeted: “It
shall not be possible for me to
acknowledge and respond to all
the prayers and wishes

expressed by them that have
shown concern towards
Abhishek, Aishwarya,
Aaradhya and me .. I put my
hands together and say ..Thank
you for your eternal love and
affection.”

Later in the evening, Big B
put out one more tweet, this
time in Hindi, thanking his fans
and well-wishers for their mes-
sages wishing him, his son
Abhishek, daughter-in-law
Aishwarya and granddaughter
Aaradhya.

While Amitabh and
Abhishek were admitted to the
Nanavati Hospital on Saturday,
Aishwarya and Aaradhya,  who
tested positive for coronavirus
on Sunday, are under quaran-

tine at their home.
Confirming that his wife

and daughter had tested posi-
tive for Covid-19, Abhishek
had tweeted on Sunday
evening: “Aishwarya and
Aaradhya have also tested
Covid-19 positive. They will be
self quarantining at home. The
BMC has been updated of their
situation and are doing the
needful. The rest of the family,
including my mother, have test-
ed negative. Thank you all for
your wishes and prayers”.

“My father and I remain in
hospital till the doctors decide
otherwise. Everyone please
remain cautious and safe. Please
follow all rules!,” Abhishek had
said in another tweet.
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Six more persons died of
Covid-19 on Monday,

increasing the total death toll to
70 in the State. While four
deaths were reported from
Ganjam district, the other two
were reported from
Bhubaneswar and Cuttack dis-
trict.

The deceased included a
45-year-old man, a 63-year-old
man, a 72-year-old man and a
49-year-old man of Ganjam.
The other two deaths were of
a 67-year-old man of
Bhubaneswar and a 40-year-old
man of Cuttack district, the
Health and Family Welfare
Department said.

Meanwhile, 616 new pos-
itive cases were reported in the
State on the day, following
which the total cases reached
13,737. Out of them, 415 were
reported from quarantine cen-

tres and 201 were local con-
tacts.

Ganjam district again
reported the day’s highest 283
cases, followed by Koraput
with 50 , Nabarangpur 40 ,
Bargarh 31, Khordha 29,
Baleswar 27, Cuttack and
Keonjhar 23, Jagatsinghpur 18,
Jajpur 17, Malkangiri 14,
Mayurbhanj 13, Jharsuguda
11, Angul seven, Kandhamal
six,  Sundargarh and Nuapada
five each, Bhadrak and Balangir
two each,  Kendrapada,
Gajapati and Puri one each.

However, 505 patients
recovered from the infection on
Monday. With this, the total

number of recoveries cases in
the State increased to 
9,255.

The maximum number of
248 recovered in Ganjam dis-
trict, followed by 71 in
Sundargarh, 52 in Khordha, 45
in Cuttack, 11 in Puri, 10 in
Gajapati, nine in Nabarangpur,
eight each in Jajpur and
Nayagarh, seven in
Jagatsinghpur, six each in
Bhadrak and Dhenkanal, five
in Angul, four each in
Kandhamal, Kendrapada and
Koraput, three in Bargarh, two
in Keonjhar and one each in
Jharsuguda and Rayagada dis-
tricts.

B H U B A N E S W A R :
Bhubaneswar on Monday reg-
istered 14 new Covid-19 cases,
taking the total number of
positive cases to 718 in the cap-
ital city.

Out of the fresh cases, 10
were local contacts and four
detected from quarantine cen-
tres, the Bhubaneswar
Municipal Corporation (BMC)
said.

The local cases included a
75 year-old woman of Kanan
Vihar Phase-II, a 40-year-old
man of Bomikhal Jayadurga
Nagar, a 30-year-old man of
Nayapalli near Mahima Dhaba,
a 58-year-old man of IRC
Village, who is a Government
hospital employee, a 44-year-
old woman of Ganganagar,
who is a service provider of a
Government hospital, a 60-
year-old man of Sundarpada, a
one-year-old girl of Unit-6
Radhakrishna Tala Basti with
a travel history of a hotspot dis-
trict, a 32-year old man of Unit-
9 near Road No. 8 and a 24-

year-old woman employee of a
private hospital.

The quarantine cases
included a 28-year-old woman
employee of a private hospital,
a 42-year-old man of Unit-8
and two cases of Unit-5
Kesharinagar Basti linked with
an earlier positive case.

However, 29 more patients
recovered from the disease in
the city on Monday.

On the day, Cuttack city
registered 16 new cases, fol-
lowing which its total tally
increased to 264. Of these
cases, six were detected from
institutional quarantine, two
from home quarantine and
eight were local contact cases.

With this, the total active
cases in the city rose to 128.
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Changing its strategy in
the fight against Covid-

19, the State Government on
Monday allowed asympto-
matic cases or persons with
mild symptoms in the urban
areas to keep themselves in
home isolation in the first
phase.

If any persons in the 114
urban local bodies (ULBs),
district headquarters towns
and block headquarters towns
test positive and want to stay
in home isolat ion,  the
Government would allow
them for it with some condi-
tions, said Chief Secretary
Asit Tripathy.

The home isolation would
be helpful for asymptomatic
persons. Besides, there would
be a lesser chance for them to

get secondary infection.
Family members of the infect-
ed asymptomatic persons
would make them to follow
the Covid-19 guidelines, he
said.

The decision was taken
after  the Government
received requests from sever-
al quarters for such home iso-
lat ion,  Tripathy 
said.

The Municipal
Corporat ions,  the
Bhubaneswar and Jharsuguda
airports, seaports, PSU units,
Central Armed Police Force,
Odisha Police, Fire Services,
deemed universities, religious
committees, resident welfare
associations and NGOs are
allowed to create isolation
facilities if any of their mem-
bers tests  posit ive,  he
informed.
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The Berahampur Municipal
Corporation (BeMC) on

Monday announced sealing of
all borders of the city from
Tuesday morning till further
orders as a measure to prevent
the spread of coronavirus fur-
ther.

Addressing a Press meet,
BeMC Commissioner
Chakravarty Singh Rathor and
SP Pinak Mishra said any per-
son intending to go outside has
to take permission from police
by dialing 100. People who
have booked train and flight
tickets would be allowed to
move to their destinations.

Drug stores and medical
services would be excluded
from the restrictions. Shops
selling emergency items like

grocery, meet and egg would
remain open from 5 am to 4
pm.  All police officers along
with 11 platoons of police
would guard the city. The DIG
and the SP would directly
watch movement of vehicles.

In the meantime, the
Ganjam district administra-
tion declared Kukudakhandi as
a red zone for coronavirus.

Dr Tapti Panda, who works
as a surgeon in New York,
donated an ambulance worth
Rs 15 lakh for collection of
swab samples.

Meanwhile, district
Collector Vijay Amruta
Kulange expressed deep con-
dolences on the death of
Sanakhemundi block
Anganwadi Supervisor K
Asanta Patra due to Covid
infection.

“She lost her life while dis-
charging duty in the fight of
COVID-19 for the mankind.
The dedication and devotion
shown by her is an example for
others. I extend our deepest
sympathies to the bereaved
family members,” said the
Collector. 
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The State Government on
Monday decided to provide

daily diet allowance to doctors
and paramedical staffs engaged
in the Government-run Covid
Care Centres, Covid Health
Centres and Covid Hospitals.

Health Additional Chief
Secretary PK Mohapatra said
daily diet allowance of Rs 240
would be given to each doctor
and paramedical staff. The
directive should be imple-
mented with immediate effect,
he told the concerned officials
in a letter.

The allowance would be
provided in form of food and
not as financial incentive.
Funds for it would be met from
the Chief Minister’s Relief
Fund.
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Amultifaceted personality,
Ranjan Kumar Das ,

District Magistrate & Collector,
Jajpur, has hundreds irons in
the fire to his credit and all of
them are hot indeed! A versa-
tile writer, a zestful chronicler
of life through his travelogues,
he goes on unceasingly releas-
ing his creations to the admi-
ration of his readers.
Workaholic by temperament,
he rises in the wee hour of day
and works till it is dark for the
toiling people of the district by
visiting them even at their
doorsteps as and when needed.
He tries to check the Covid-19
pandemic with surveillance
round the clock. After com-
pleting his postgraduation in
Political Science, he joined the
Odisha Administrative Service
(OAS) in 1984 and was elevat-
ed to the IAS in 2017. After his
joining as the Jajpur Collector,
he has undertaken  a series of
developmental activities by
bringing catalytic changes in
the district. The Nagada situ-
ation has improved unexpect-
edly owing to his untiring
efforts, for which apprecia-
tions come from all quarters.
His Odia books have been
translated into Hindi and
Bengali and received wide
acclaim. He has mastered the
Russian language and rendered
a Russian poetry collection
into Odia. The seemingly
unending awards and accolades
come cascading down upon
him as a writer. He writes
columns for major local news-
papers. He is also a founder-
member of Sanibar Srujan
Sandhya, Vani Vihar and advi-
sor to odisha authors.com. His
lovely lyrics have been made
into blockbuster albums echo-
ing with lilting music. Some of
his writings have become so
popular that they have been
made into Odia films like
‘Rakhi Deigala Akhire Luha’,
‘Saheed Raghu Sardar’ ‘Tu Mu
Laila’, etc. In an interview to
The Pioneer, Das spoke to
Sugyan Choudhury on the
problems due to the pandem-
ic in the thickly-populated dis-
trict of Jajpur.

Why Jajpur district has
proved a hotspot for Covid-
19? What were the factors
responsible for it?

Jajpur had registered

around one lakh migrants
stranded in different States
like West Bengal, Tamil Nadu,
Telangana, Gujarat, Delhi and
a few other States which were
hotspots. So far, around 23,000
people have returned. Some of
them entered into the district
surreptitiously bypassing the
border checkpoints and later on
became spreaders of the virus
before they could be detected
and brought to TMCs.

How far has the district
administration been success-
ful in isolating the
Nizamuddin-linked people? 

Nizamuddin-linked peo-
ple were the first lot to enter the
district and were few in num-
ber. We could identify their
habitations and contacts
through active surveillance and
line listing and did contain-
ment as well as enforcement
effectively to isolate them.

In most of the blocks of
the district, Covid test has not
yet been conducted. It is
apprehended that their num-
bers may rise phenomenally
after tests. What steps are
taken to solve the problem?

Jajpur is one of the districts
which have done extensive
testing. Even our position is
higher than the State and
national averages. Whereas
testing per lakh population is
673 in the country and 675 in
the State, our testing per lakh
population is 822.

It is reported that inmates
of quarantine centres are
allowed to go scot free after a
brief halt of five days to seven
days despite the specific tar-
geted period. These people,
also again being victims of
Covid-19, are spreading the
disease. What’s your
response?

No. Inmates in rural areas
are being made to undergo 14
days of compulsory institu-
tional quarantining, after which
they become eligible to get an
incentive of Rs 2,000 per per-
son. We are following all
Government instructions
issued in this regard strictly.

How far is the public dis-
tribution system maintained
during the pandemic? Some
beneficiaries have raised alle-
gations that their quotas have
been cut short by their deal-
ers. What are the packages for
the needy people during this
period as allotted by both
the State and the Central
Governments?

The public distribution
system (PDS) in our district is
running efficaciously. PDS
dealers and Civil Supplies offi-
cials were told from the begin-
ning to be empathetic towards
the people. Still, in a few cases
where the dealers played mis-
chief, strong action was taken
against them which acted as a
deterrent for others. So far, reg-
ular entitlement of rice/ wheat
@ Rs 1 per kg has been sup-
plied to all card holders under
the National Food Security
Act and the State Food Security
Scheme up to June. Besides,
under PMGKY, rice @ 5 kg per
person and dal @ 1 kg per
household have been distrib-
uted to the card holders free of
cost for three months up to
June. Distribution is going on
for the month of July.

What are the plans on
your agenda for accelerating
the drive against the pan-
demic?

We undertook lots of
awareness and enforcement
activities in last few months to
keep our people free from viral
contamination. Our officers
and PRIs are doing excellent
work for regulating social dis-
tancing and ensuring use of
masks, etc. We are putting in
our best day in and day out to
ensure that there is no further
spread and death due to Covid-
19.

Your video in acting
against the pandemic and
creating awareness in the soci-
ety has gone viral. Could you
please share your delightful
experience in this regard with
us?

I have long years of expo-
sure to the creative world.
During initial days of Covid-19
when awareness spreading was
the need of the hour, it struck
me one day to try something
unique to spread awareness. I
along with some of my col-
leagues did a video documen-
tary to teach people about the
“do’s & don’ts” during those
days. It was a pleasant experi-
ence being on the video film to
make an appeal to people. The
experiment was also appreci-
ated by people at 
large.
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The State Government has
sought concrete steps by

the Centre to help the power
sector and distribution com-
panies (Discoms) in the State
which have been severely hit by
the Covid-19 crisis.

In a letter to Union Power
Minister RK Singh, State
Energy Minister Dibya Shankar
Mishra said the pandemic has
led to an unprecedented crisis
causing hardships to commu-

nities, commerce and indus-
tries.

“In Odisha, there is a
reduction in power demand as
many of the industrial and
commercial units have been
shut down or are partially
operating. Though lifting of
lockdown has led to some
uptick in economic activity, the
demand from the commercial
and industrial consumers con-
tinues to be low,” he has stated.

Saying that the economic
activities would remain sub-
dued during the whole 2020-21
financial year, Mishra has stat-
ed, “Such prolonged reduc-
tion in power demand will
continue to worsen the finan-
cial condition of the Discoms.”

To help the Discoms, he
has made a number of sugges-

tions such as special rebate by
the Centre in power purchase
and reform measures and
extension of loans from Power
Finance Corporation (PFC)
and Rural Electrification
Corporation (REC) for liquid-
ity infusion at a reduced rate of
interest.

The applicable rate of inter-
est of 9.5% is high which would
become a burden on con-
sumers, Mishra has argued.
Suggesting that loans be
extended at a rate compared to
the rates charged by the banks,
he has suggested that the
REC/PFC extend loan to the
Gridco at a reduced rate of 6%
per annum as this largest
Discom’s estimated cash deficit
for 2020-21 is about Rs 3,600
crore.
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The Bhubaneswar region of
the CBSE registered a

91.46- per cent of pass in the
Class-XII Examinations 2020,
results of which were
announced on Monday.

The board didn’t come up
with a merit list in view of the
coronavirus pandemic.

The pass percentage at the
all-India level was recorded at
88.78, which is an increase of
5.38 per cent over the previous
year’s results.

The Trivandrum region
recorded the highest pass per-
centage at 97.67 whereas the
lowest pass percentage was
recorded at 74.57 in the Patna
region.

The board has announced
the results on the basis of an
alternate assessment scheme
after the pending exams were
cancelled in view of the spike
in Covid cases across the coun-
try. As per the four-pointer
scheme, marks have been
awarded on basis of marks
scored by a student in his or her
best performing subjects.
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BHUBANESWAR: Results of
High School Certificate
(Matriculation) examinations,
conducted by the Board of
Secondary Education in
February-March 2020, are like-
ly to be published before July 31.

School and Mass
Education Minister Samir
Ranjan Dash hinted about this
on Monday.

“Evaluation of Matric
answer sheets has been com-
pleted, while tabulation work is
now going on. Date of results
will be announced very soon,”
said the Minister.

Notably, over 5.5 lakh stu-

dents have appeared for the
HSC examinations this year.

While Matric results are
usually published in May, this
year it has been delayed due to
Covid pandemic.

Regarding Plus Two results,
the Minister said the evaluation
of work is being delayed as eval-
uators are not turning up to
evaluation centres in fear of
Covid. Dash said he would
soon write to the Chief
Secretary who in turn would
write to district Collectors for
speeding up the evaluation
process so that results can be as
early as possible.  PNS

����� �����������

The Court of Additional
District & Sessions Judge

here on Monday granted bail to
Bibhu Prasad Sarangi, an OAS
officer and Director of National
Ayush Mission, who was arrest-
ed on July 9 in a sexual harass-
ment case.

The bail was granted
against two sureties of Rs

10,000 each.
The Mahila Police had

arrested Sarangi on the charge
of sexually harassing a woman
colleague, who had alleged
that Sarangi sent her obscene
messages and videos on
WhatsApp.

However, Sarangi has refut-
ed the allegation and filed a
counter-FIR against the com-
plainant.

BHUBANESWAR: In a major
move to combat the coron-
avirus pandemic, two more
Covid care centres would be set
up in Khordha district.

An MoU between the
Khordha district administra-
tion and the IMS & SUM
Hospital was signed in this
regard on Monday.

While a 500-bed Covid
care centre would become
operational at Jamujhari, a
300-bed centre would be func-
tional at Jatni.

The two facilities would be
used for treatment of mild and
asymptomatic Covid-19
patients.

Currently, there is one
Covid care centre in the district
at the Mahatma Gandhi
Academy of Prisons and
Correctional Services,
Chhatabar, Bhubaneswar with
a capacity of 200 beds.

This apart, the district has
two Covid hospitals, KIMS
Hospital and SUM Hospital, in
Bhubaneswar.  PNS

CUTTACK: The Cuttack
Municipal Corporation (CMC)
on Monday declared Old
Rausapatana in the city as a
containment zone following
detection of five Covid-19 cases
in the area.

The decision was taken
for active contact tracing and
containment of the virus
spread. People have been
restricted from entering into
and going out of the contain-
ment zone.

“CMC would ensure the
supply of essentials for all the
citizens in this zone.” Milk, veg-
etables and glossaries to be
made available for the public by
the dealers notified by CMC,”
the civic body said in a tweet.

The CMC has urged the
inhabitants within the con-
tainment zone to stay at their
homes and abide by the guide-
lines. “This decision has been
taken in the larger public inter-
est to contain the further
spread of Covid 19,” the CMC
added.  PNS
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The Veer Surendra Sai
University of Technology

(VSSUT), Burla has come up
with a robot-assisted device
that uses short-wave ultravi-
olet ray for sanitisation.

The contactless device,
Ultra Violet Robot-Assisted
Sanitiser (UVRAS), can be an
effective tool in the war
against Covid-19, a VSSUT
official said on Sunday.

Developed by the
Robotics Club of the VSSUT,
the ultraviolet disinfector can
be useful in maintaining
hygiene, according to Prakash
Chandra Swain,  VSSUT

Professor-in-Charge of Public
Relations.

With the help of a robot,
the device can sterilise sur-
faces by using the short-wave
ultraviolet light. The UVRAS
emits ultraviolet light to dis-
infect enclosed areas like hos-
pital rooms, doctors’ cham-
bers, operation theatres, guest
rooms, restaurants and meet-
ing spaces.

The device has a camera
which gives a real-time video
of the area where it will be
deployed for 
sanitisation.

The tool provides a per-
fect solution to our problem.
The ultraviolet light targets

pathogens and is effective for
disinfecting the air. It prevents
certain infectious diseases
from spreading.

Claiming the device as the
first-of-its-kind in the world,
Prof Swain said talks are on
with different industrial
organisations for its com-
m e r c i a l
production.

VSSUT students have also
prepared an automatic hand
sanitiser dispenser, which is
also contactless and a low-
cost tool. In the near future,
the university has planned to
go in for mass production of
it to supply to people and
organisations.
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Puri Collector
and District

M a g i s t r a t e
Balawant Singh has
been recognised as
one of the best per-
forming Collectors
in the country. He
has clinched the 7th
rank among 50 per-
forming IAS offi-
cers in a selection
done by the Centre
on the basis of
report card during
a year.

In his reaction, Singh said,
“Love and affection of people
is more important than any-
thing else.”

Hailed from a farmer fam-
ily of Kalewa village under
Barmer district of Rajasthan,
the bureaucrat having a full
name of ‘Balwant Singh
Mahecha’ joined in Puri in a
troubled time of May 6, 2019
when Cyclone Fani had com-
pletely ravaged the pilgrim city
a week ago. He successfully

handled the post-cyclone situ-
ations brining lives to near-
normal in a month or so.

Further, he faced another
challenge of evictions of mutts
and lodgings within a 75-meter
radius of the Jagannath Temple
for a heritage corridor project.
And amid the Covid-19 pan-
demic, he managed this year’s
Rath Yatra without public par-
ticipation in compliance of the
stringent guidelines of the
Supreme Court.
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Th e
Government

Railway Police
(GRP) on
Monday sent the
suicide note of
social worker and
m o t i v a t i o n a l
speaker Aditya
Dash to the
H a n d w r i t i n g
Bureau  to check
its authenticity..

A team of s
handwriting experts will con-
duct the verification process at
the State Forensic Laboratory of
Rasulgarh here.

Aditya was found dead
under mysterious circum-
stances on the railway track
near the Lingaraj Temple Road
station last week.

The preliminary investiga-
tion by police suggested it
could be a case of suicide.
Later, police also recovered a
few hand written papers of a
diary, which was claimed as his

suicide note. In the suicide
note, Aditya had reportedly
held no one responsible for his
death.

However, Aditya’s wife
claimed that the suicide note is
not written by him and some-
one else has written it to give
the incident a suicidal angle.

The GRP has filed a mur-
der case following the demands
of his family members and
associates. The postmortem
report has revealed that he died
due to severe head injuries.
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BHUBANESWAR: E-
waste management com-
pany Hulladek Recycling
announced to launch a
campaign called
#SabkoBataoEwasteGhatao
in the city. The campaign
aims to create awareness
about electronic waste, dis-
posing e-waste and the
importance of recycling.

The campaign was
launched in cities like
Bhubaneswar, Shillong,
Guwahati, Jamshedpur,
Dimapur, Kohima and
Agartala along with
Kolkata.

With this campaign,
Hulladek Recycling aims to
provide proper and orga-
nized e-waste management
solutions across these cities.

Chief Executive Officer,
Hulladek Recycling, Nandan
Mall said, “We have been con-
ducting online awareness pro-
grammes and webinars for stu-

dents, professionals and home-
makers. The participants of
these online programmes and
webinars include children from
the age of 10 years to adults up

to the age of 60+ from all walks
of life such as students, MNC
employees, housewives, small
entrepreneurs, corporate hous-
es and NGOs."   PNS
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Doctors at the Kalinga
Hospital have now suc-

cessfully conducted a rare
surgery on a road accident vic-
tim to revive his lost forearm
after it was amputated by a pass-
ing truck. A team of doctors
conducted the surgery on  24-
year-old, a lorry driver hailing
from Midnapur of West Bengal
who was passing from Odisha
through the National Highway.
It is said that the driver kept his
hand outside his vehicle window
and his hand was cut apart after
a speeding truck hit it.

Doctors said that the
patient lost his golden hours
(6hours-8hours) and arrived
late in the hospital. His ampu-
tated hand was also not pre-
served properly for re-implan-
tation. The doctors who treat-
ed them mentioned, in such
conditions the survival rates are
very low as per medical records
across the world.

“Worldwide medical liter-
ature suggests that the success
rate of surgeries done in late re-
implantation and without pre-
served part is as low as 2-3 per-
cent”, said Dr Akshay Rout
from Plastic and
Reconstructive Surgery,
Kalinga Hospital.
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The Outpatient Department
(OPD) of the Rourkela

Government Hospital (RGH)
would be closed from Monday
till July 15following the detec-
tion of some Covid-19 cases.

However, services for

trauma, delivery and emer-
gency cases would 
continue.

Notably, on Saturday, the
Bonai Sub-Divisional Hospital
in this Sundargarh district also
closed its OPD for an indefinite
period after a staffer tested pos-
itive for Covid-19.
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Students of DAV Schools at
C h a n d r a s h e k h a r p u r,

Kalinga Nagar and Pokhariput
have once again excelled in the
CBSE Class XII examinations,
results of which were declared
on Monday.

The DAV School,
Chandrasekharpur posted all-
time highest school average of
90.48 in the Science stream.
Stitiprajna Sahoo with 98.6%
marks topped in the school fol-
lowed by Swagat Kumar Nayak
with 97.8 % and Sai Sunil
Mahakud with 97.4 %, who
bagged 2nd and 3rd positions,
respectively.

In Commerce stream, the
school average is 86.30%. Ayuta

Sahoo with 97.2 %,
Mahaprasad Sahoo with 96.8 %
and Hrishita Mishra with 96%
captured the first three slots in
the school.

In Humanities, Pratiti Das
with 97.6% , Ananya Nayak
with 96.8% and Ayush
Abhinandan Sahoo with 96.4 %
marks bagged three positions,
respectively.

In DAV, Kalinga Nagar,
the school average in Science
has touched a new record with
84.15%.Surysnata Panda,
Anuesh Pattanaik, Md Atif
Khan and Ms Shrutidisha have
jointly topped the list with
95.40 % marks while Ayusman
Mohanty, Prachoorya
Preeyambada and Shakti
Swarupa Bhanja have secured
second  position and Madeeha
Naz  third position with 95.20%
and 94.40% marks, respective-
ly. 

In Commerce, Subham
Kanungo  has topped the list of
meritorious students with
93.80%, while Smarak Routray

and Omkar Acharya have
secured second position and
Raj Aryan Dash has secured
the third position  with 89.40%
and 88.80% marks respective-
ly.

Once again the students of
DAV Pokhariput registered
100% success in the AISSCE-
2020 Examination with the
school average of 89.17% in
Science and 86.96% in
Commerce.

Disha Gayatri Nahak with
97% marks topped in the
school. Sai Prasanna Panda,
Debjit Goswami and Neha
Biswal with 96.6% stood sec-
ond and Lopita Mohapatra
with 96.4% got third position.

In Commerce, Ajay Kumar
Debata topped in the school
with 97.6%, while Kritika
Pattnaik with 96.6% became
second and Subhasish Swain
with 96% got third position.

DAV Chairman, Principals
and teachers have welcomed
the students for their scintil-
lating performances.
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BHUBANESWAR: A huge
consignment of ganja sourced
from Odisha was seized by
police in Bhadohi of Uttar
Pradesh from a private bus on
Sunday.

Police also arrested four
persons including the driver of
the bus in connection and
seized the vehicle which is
registered in Andhra Pradesh.

Those arrested were iden-
tified as bus driver Shyam
Sundar, Manohar Sona, Sadhu
Kumar and Diwakar Behera.
All of them are natives of
Malkangiri in Odisha.

Sources said based on

inputs from the Directorate of
Revenue Intelligence (DRI),
the Bhadohi police and the
Crime Branch intercepted the
bus and during search found 14
quintals of ganja packed in 47
bags. The contraband’s estimate
market value is worth Rs 1.5
crore, said a senior police offi-
cial.  

The contraband was to be
delivered in the nieghbouring
Azamgarh district. But the
accused don’t know the iden-
tity of the person it was sup-
posed to be delivered.

During interrogation, the
bus driver revealed that one K
Raju of Andhra Pradesh was
the kingpin of the racket and
they worked for him. Besides,
he also owned the bus.

BALESWAR: Total shutdown
has been imposed in the
Jaleswar Municipality of
Baleswar district from 5 pm of
Monday (July 13) to 5 am of
July 17.

The decision was taken by
the district Collector for con-
tainment of Covid-19 cases,
active surveillance and contact
tracing. All wards of the munic-
ipality would be sanitised dur-
ing the shutdown period.

Emergency services such as
fire, ambulance, medicine
shops, milk booths, petrol sta-
tions, water supply and media
have been excluded from the
ambit of the shutdown.
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Swab samples of three police
personnel of the Fategarh

police station and a cop of the
Bhapur Beat House in
Nayagarh district were sent
for Covid test on Sunday.

According to reports, a
doctor, who had conducted
postmortem on an accident
victim, tested positive for
Covid. Those who came in
contact with the doctor were
advised to stay in home quar-
antine and these four police
personnel are among them.

Meanwhile, a Covid posi-
tive case was detected from the
Bhagabanpu TMC under
Bhapur block on Saturday.
While swab samples of 150 per-
sons had been sent for Covid
test, 149 reports came negative
and a report of a 10-year-old
boy came positive. 
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The Gajapati district admin-
istration on Sunday sealed

the R Udayagiri hospital for
two days after a doctor and a
health worker tested positive
for Covid-19 on Saturday.

While six Covid positives
were detected in R Udayagri
block on Saturday, two were
from the hospital and one was
a police driver. The hospital has
been completely sanitised.
Besides, Sarala Sahi, Gouda
Sahi and Tentuli Sahi have
been declared as containment
zones. People have been asked
to stay home.
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Keeping the spiralling num-
ber of Covid-19 cases in

Ganjam district, the State
Government is contemplating
to open eight more Covid Care
Centres (CCCs) and Covid
Health Centres (CHC) to con-
tain the disease at a faster
pace.

Both Government and pri-
vate buildings and existing
healthcare centers/hospitals
will be used on priority basis to
check the pandemic from its
further spread, sources 
said.

The proposed eight new
Covid-19 health centers, in
addition to providing treat-
ment/healthcare services to
Corona affected patients, will
also have the provision of iso-
lation centers with required
number of doctors and other
supporting healthcare  per-
sonnel.

Out of the proposed eight

new health centers, 5 new
Covid Care Centers and the
remaining 3 will be Covid
Health Center which together
will have a provision for 1,150
beds.

The institutions which
reportedly have been identified
to provide health care facilities
to Covid-19 patients include
the IPD of Brahmapur BPH
College and Hospital for CCC
(50 beds); Amit Hospital locat-
ed in Gate Bazar for DCHC
(100 beds); Aska Sub Divisional
Hospital-DCHC (100 beds);
Leporsy Hospital Building-
CCC (150 beds) Patrapur and
Sanakhemundi OBAV-CCC
(100 beds); Boys and Girls
Hostel building of Saraswati
Sishu Mandir at
Neelakanthanagar CCC with
500 beds respectively.

For effective management
of these new 8 CCC and
DCHC, the Ganjam Collector
has reportedly appointed nodal
officers and nodal administra-
tors.
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Nabarangpur district will
soon have its own high-

tech nursery high yielding
quality planting material of
horticultural crops developed
by the ICAR-IIHR.

The high tech nursery is
being developed at
Govindalaya's Centre of
Empowerment, Soruguda vil-
lage under Dangarbheja
Panchayat in Nandahandi
Block through a unique initia-
tive “Farm based S and T
Interventions for Socio-eco-
nomic Development in the
Aspirational District of
Nabarangpur, Odisha’ for cre-
ating new horticulture based
avenues for scoio-economic
development of the tribal-dom-
inated Nabarangpur district.

The Rashtriya Krushi
Vikas Yojana funded project
implemented by 12 national
level science and technology
institutions, under the guidance
of the district administration,
aims at creating farm based
economic avenues for enhance-
ment of income of locals, while

engaging farm
women within their
Panchayat for gen-
erating supplemen-
tary income.
Recently, the dis-
trict administration
was awarded with
the prestigious
National Skotch
Platinum Award for
its efforts in imple-
mentation of the
project.

Bhumi Pujan for the High-
Tech nursery was solemnized
recently in the presence of
DDA Brijkishore Lenka, DDH
Pratyosh Kumar Panda,
Principal Scientist of
CHES(ICAR-IIHR) Dr
Petikam Srinivas and
Chairman of Govindalaya
Shanmuga Patro along with the
office bearers and members of
the Maa Mahima Self Help
Group which will operate the
nursery.

During the occasion Dr P
Srinivas informed that the
nursery will serve as produc-
tion-cum-distribution-cum-
sale centre of quality planting
material of high yielding fruits,

vegetables and flower crops
developed by the ICAR-IIHR
through Centre for
Horticulture Experiment
Station (CHES), a regional
centre of ICAR-Indian Institute
of Horticulture Research
(ICAR-IIHR), Bangalore, for
the benefit of the farmers of
Nabarangpur and adjoining
districts.

DDA Brijkishore Lenka
expressed his best wishes for
the initiative and hoped that it
would be able to cater to the
need of planting material of
horticultural crops of the
region leading to prosperity in
tribal dominated aspirational
district of Nabarangpur. DDH
Pratyosh Kumar Panda appre-

ciated the efforts being taken to
increase the diversity of horti-
cultural crops in the region
through the hi-tech nursery
and assured his personal sup-
port and guidance to the SHG
in technical aspects of nursery
management.

Chairman of Govindalaya
Shanmuga Patro, who spared
space in his Centre of
Empowerment for this endeav-
or for the benefit of the local
farmers, assured his full patron-
age and guidance in ensuring
the commercial viability of the
venture which will in turn earn
additional income for the SHG
and other participating farmers.
Other dignitaries present on the
occasion also conveyed their
best wishes for the initiative.

On  July 7, the team led by
Principal Scientist Dr P
Srinivas imparted training to
the SHG members, in three
batches, on necessary skills for
propagation of planting mate-
rial of mango, guava, pine
apple, jackfruit, ivy gourd,
teasel gourd, marigold,
tuberose, etc., CHES,
Bhubaneswar supplied the
mother planting materials.
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The National  Human
Rights Commission

(NHRC) has directed the
State Chief Secretary on a
complaint petition filed by
chairperson of Human Rights
Front (HRF) Manoj Jena on
the deprivation of delivering
health benefits under the
Rashtriya Swasthya Bima
Yojana and Biju Swasthya
Kalyan Yojana to 20 lakh
beneficiaries of Banarpal
community health centre in
Angul district.

Banarpal  community
health centre (CHC) has dras-
tically failed the card holders
of Rashtriya Swasthya Bima
Yojana, who are entitled to get
medicines up to 
Rs 30, 000.

Similarly,  under Biju
Swasthya Kalyan Yojana, the

beneficiaries are entitled to
get free health services at any
Government hospital. People
can have this facility in hos-
pita ls  in Cuttack and
Bhubaneswar.

But the beneficiaries of
Banarpal block have been
deprived of the service since
D e c e m b e r ,
2019.

While there are about 30,
000 BPL beneficiaries in the
block, 20, 000 of them have
cards and are eligible to get
free health services. But the
beneficiaries visiting the CHC
allege that they are not getting
any benefits even though they
have cards.

The apex human rights
body ordered to the Chief
Secretary to take appropriate
action within eight weeks
associating the complainant
and victims.
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In view of Covid cases ris-
ing in Sambalpur district,

the Sambalpur University
authorities on Monday decid-
ed to close the institution fur-
ther for a week from Tuesday.

As per the office order,
the university administrative
of f ice  and al l  PG
Departments will remain
closed from July 14 to 20.

However, all the employ-
ees of the varsity have been
asked to keep their mobile
phones switched on to be
available on urgent notice or
call and to stay in headquar-
ters. They have also been

advised to work online from
home. Any deviation would
be viewed seriously, said the
office order.

Meanwhile, the closure
period of the Veer Surendra
Sai University of Technology
(VSSUT), Burla was extend-
ed till July 18. As July 19 is
Sunday, the institute would
reopen on July 20.

The authorities took this
decision as many faculty
members and supporting
staff are yet to complete their
quarantine period. The uni-
versity had been closed till
July 13 after some staffs test-
ed Covid positives a week
back.
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The Adani
DAV School

students have
a c h i e v e d
unprecedented
success in online
c o mp e t i t i o n s
organized by var-
ious organiza-
tions under the Covid-19 situ-
ation. More than 24 students
from the school participated in
the competition and won. Even
14 students are eligible to
receive a certificate from US
space agency NASA.

These students participat-
ed in the online competition on
‘Scientist for a Day 2019-20’
and qualified for getting the
certificate. 

This year, Ganga Pal,
Ashesha Aswisweta, Samiran
Mishra and Pratikshya Sahani
of standard X, I, III and III
respectively of the Adani DAV
Public School, Kuamara par-
ticipated in the Digital Singing
Competition and were select-
ed for the cash award of Rs

3,000. The competition was
organised by Bharat Scout and
Guide on Zoom virtual mode
on  June 29. In addition,
Sahajahan Ali Khan,
Chinmayee Mohapatra, Rajesh
Maity, Namratamayee Swain
and Adrika Banarjee of the
school have qualified for the
final round of quiz competition
on astronomy and astrophysics
knowledge organised by
International Astronomy and
Astrophysics Competition –
Edition 2020 on dated June 29.

Gitanjali Sharma Std VI, of
the school won second catego-
ry of the Essay Competition on
Covid 19, organised by Society
for Promotion of Science and
Technology in India.
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ADalit family was forced to
lead a miserable life as the

local tehsil administration
evicted their ramshackle
thatched house on the ground
that it was built on a
Government land.

The family members
threatened self immolation in
protest against the unjust evic-
tion and seeking justice.

Dhruba Charan Behera, a
Dalit, of Oldhi village under
Derabish Tehsil, is now home-
less with his wife and four years
old son following the Derabish
tehsildar evicted him.

According to the ill fated
Dhruba, he was driven out
from his village by his kith and
kin and the fellow villagers  7
years ago as  he  married a
minority community girl
Sanwari Begum alias Sasmita
Behera.
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The Supreme Court banned
buying and selling of blood

with effect from January 1,
1998. On public interest litiga-
tion, the Supreme Court after
appointing two expert com-
mittees and hearing the advo-
cates of all the parties at full
length delivered a historic judg-
ment on January 4, 1996. On
this judgment, the Court had

given many directions to
the Union Government
regarding intervening in
the blood bank activi-
ties, establishing nation-
al and State level blood
councils, licencing of all
blood banks,    launching
campaign for voluntary
blood donation, 100 per-
cent voluntary blood col-
lection, banning collec-
tions from professional
blood donors, training of
blood bank personnel,
donors and motivators

and many more.
After the SC judgment,

the National Blood Transfusion
Council started in our country
and the State Blood
Transfusion Councils (SBTC)
started in all States. In Odisha,
the State Blood Transfusion
Council was established on
July 15, 1996. It is a registered
society having registration
under the Societies Act 1860.
The office previously ran in the

Red Cross building. As a life
member of Indian Red Cross
Society, I participated in almost
all the programmes and meet-
ings of Red Cross State Branch.
At that time I had observed Dr
LN Hati, the then SBTC direc-
tor, collecting the telephone
numbers and addresses of all
the active life members and
communicating with them
making them aware about the
ongoing activities. After some
days, the SBTC called a meet-
ing to form an association and
to promote voluntary blood
donation. But the main aim of
State Blood Transfusion
Council, Odisha was not ful-
filled.

In May 8, 2002 on the eve
of World Red Cross Day, a
blood donation camp was
organised by the Indian Red
Cross Society, Odisha State
Branch at Red Cross Bhawan.
Capital Hospital Red Cross
Blood Bank Officer, Dr Debasis
Mishra and his team were col-

lecting blood and I was facili-
tating as a volunteer. At the end
of the camp, Dr Mishra and I
introduced ourselves and he
also invited me to his blood
bank. Within two to three days
I went to the Blood Bank and
meantime ,Capital Hospital
Red Cross Blood Bank received
a letter from the SBTC to send
the name of a motivator for the
training and Dr Mishra after
discussing with me sent my
name for the motivators' train-
ing.

In June 2002 first week, the
training of motivators held in
Red Cross Bhawan and like me
many other motivators of our
State were also present in the
training camp. I wanted to
take advantage of the oppor-
tunity. On June 8, 2002, after
the training, we the trainees sat
together and agreed to form a
blood donors and motivators
association in our State. In the
meeting, it was decided to
hold the first meeting on July

14, 2002 and I was nominated
as the convener.

As the convener, to call a
meeting and to gather all the
participants from all over the
State was an extremely difficult
task for me, as the main prob-
lem lied with the funding. At
that time, Rabiratna Das was
the honorary secretary of the
State Red Cross. One day I dis-
cussed with him about this and
conveyed him about the
arrangement of conference hall,
lunch and tea for near about
100 participants.

Then Rabiratna Das
allowed the usage of Red Cross
Conference Hall and told the
Director, SBTC Dr Hati to
provide lunch and tea.  On July
14, 2002 the first meeting of
Odisha Voluntary Blood
Donor’s and Motivator’s
Association was held under my
presidentship.

The name, logo and by-law
of the association were
approved in the meeting and

the office bearers were also
elected. In this meeting along
with the blood donors and
motivators, the dignitaries like
State Red Cross secretary
Rabiratna Das, Dr PK Acharya,
Dr Lokanath Hati, Dr
Bankanidhi Mishra, Dr Debasis
Mishra, Utkal University NSS
coordinator PC Acharya and
CHSE NSS coordinator
Rajkishor nayak were also pre-
sent.

After formation of Odisha
Voluntary Blood Donor’s and
Motivator’s Association in the
State level and its branches in
district level were opened and
the blood donation camps
increased drastically as well as
the percentage of voluntary
blood donation of our State
increased from 13 percent to 57
percent up to the year 
2005.

After 2005, other NGOs
and also big organisations
entered into the field of vol-
untary blood donation, there-

by further increasing the per-
centage of voluntary blood
donors even more rapidly. So
the percentage of voluntary
blood donation of Odisha
increased over all. In the year
2007, the percentage was 69.40
and in 2011 it was 75.65 per-
cent, but unfortunately after
that this percentage did not
increase, rather decreased. If we
will see the last three years
growth of our State then we can
know that in 2017 and 2018,
the voluntary blood donation
percentage was 67 % and in the
year 2019 it was 67.5 % only.
Now many organisations are
working on this field with
many names like Jibana Bindu
and Jibana Aloka etc. But we
cannot achieve cent percent in
this field as we have not any
specific blood policies.

(The writer is founder-pres-
ident, Odisha Voluntary Blood
Donors’ and Motivators’
Association. Ph-8984007600)
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The National Investigation
Agency (NIA) has arrest-

ed two accused in an Islamic
State Khorasan Province
(ISKP) case, including a jour-
nalism student, a 22 year old
girl from Maharashtra.

On Sunday, NIA teams
carried out searches in Pune
and arrested the two accused
persons—Nabeel S Khatri
(27), a resident of Pune and
Sadiya Anwar Sheikh (22)
who hails from Phulenagar,
Yerwada, Pune in connec-
tion with  Islamic State
Khorasan Province (ISKP)
Case, NIA Spokesperson said

in a statement.
Nabeel S Khatri runs a

gym in Pune while Sadiya
Sheikh is a 2nd year student
of Mass Communications and
Journalism at Baramati.

This case was initially
registered by Delhi Police
Special Cell on March 8 this
year after the arrest of a
Kashmiri couple —Jahanzaib
Sami Wani and his wife Hina
Bashir Beigh from Jamia
Nagar, Okhla Vihar, Delhi.

“The couple was having
affiliations with ISKP, which
is a banned terrorist organi-
sation and is a part of ISIS,
and was found to be involved
in subversive and anti-nation-

al activities. They were also
found to be in touch with
Abdullah Basith, who is
already lodged in Tihar jail in
another NIA case (ISIS Abu
Dabhi module),”  the
spokesperson said.

The investigation has
revealed that accused Sadiya
Sheikh was continuously in
touch with Jahanzaib Sami,
Hina Bashir  Beigh and
Abdullah Basith on various
secure messaging applications
and deliberating on ways to
propagate the ideology of
ISIS and further its activities
in India. 

They were trying to build
up a cadre of ISIS in India by
recruiting gullible youth for
terrorist activities, the agency
further said.

It has also come to light
that along with Jahanzeb Sami
and Abdullah Basith, accused
Nabeel Khatri was also active-
ly involved in the planning to
carry out violent terrorist
attacks in India by arranging
logistic support such as pro-
curement of weapons, fake
SIM cards and assembling of
Improvised Explosive Devices

(IEDs) to further the activities
of ISIS in India. 

He was continuously in
contact with Jahanzeb on var-

ious secure messaging plat-
forms, the official said.

It has also been revealed
that Sadiya Sheikh was in con-

tact with ISIS recruiters
through social media since
2015. She was planning to exe-
cute a terrorist attack in Jammu

& Kashmir and was detained
by J&K Police in 2018.

The two arrested accused
will be produced before NIA

Special Court, New Delhi.
Further investigation in the
case is continuing, agency
added. 

 �������
�
��!�"����������#������
��
������"������$%���
�


�������������� ��������	

Banned Pakistani terror
group Jaish-e-Mohammad’s

Chief Maulana Masood Azhar
has in a statement welcomed
conversion of Hagia Sophia
musuum into a mosque in
Turkey and expressed hope
that Ram Mandir in Ayodhya
would also become a mosque
at some point in time.

Ayodhya has been on the
radar of the JeM for a long time
and Azhar had issued a video in
2018 threatening to return the
then defunct mosque to the
Muslims. The issue has also
been exploited by the terror out-
fits, including JeM, to recruit a
section of the gullible youth
from a particular community to
join their ranks to further their

nefarious agenda in the country.
This besides, such fault lines are
also exploited by the Pakistan
Army-ISI and their jehadi
cohorts to get traction of the
fringe elements of the minority
community to disturb harmony
by enlisting their support for
logistics and supporting their
sleeper cells to carry out terror
attacks.

The JeM has been respon-
sible for major terror attacks in
India beginning from the hit on
the Parliament House in 2001 to

Pathankot Air Base  and Army
Base in Uri (2016) and Pulwama
(2019) among others.    

Intelligence assessments
here suggest the Jaish could tar-
get multiple controversial reli-
gious sites in the region, includ-
ing in India, ahead of Muslim
festival of Bakrid later this
month. The Intelligence agen-
cies are seized of the issue and
counter-measures are being
planned accordingly, sources
said.

Interestingly, Azhar has also
justified the hostage taking of
people, including seven Chinese
engineers, at Lal Masjid in 2007.
China had defended Azhar
against India’s bid to ban him by
the United Nations. Azhar is also
believed to be harbouring some
Uyghur groups that are waging

a struggle against Chinese
oppression in the Xinjiang
province.

Meanwhile, the Tahreek-e-
Taliban Pakistan (TTP) or the
Pakistani Taliban has upped
the ante against the Pakistani
security forces and fatally hitting
them almost on a daily basis.
The outfit is also opposed
against exploitation of the local
resources by the Chinese
through mining rights and other
projects in the China-Pakistan
Economic Corridor (CPEC).
The Paksitan-Army and ISI
have also formed fictitious
Baloch groups to target Chinese
interests and extract more funds
from Beijing to provide securi-
ty to their business interests, a
counter-terrorism expert said.

The TTP operates along

the Pak-Afghan border inhab-
ited largely by the tribals and is
opposed to the oppression of
their lot by the Pakistani Army
and other agencies.

The way Azhar has force-
fully mentioned Hagia Sophia,
Babri Masjid and Lal Masjid in
his speeches and internal com-
munication indicates the terror
group, under the patronage of
the ISI, has hatched a grand con-
spiracy to execute some major
nefarious designs.

During the last six months,
both Azhar and Lashkar-e-
Tayyaba have praised the
Turkish President Recep Tayyip
Erdogan about five to six times.
This could be an indication
that the terror masterminds see
a godfather in Erdogan. 
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The Supreme Court on
Monday said it would hear

on July 24 the pleas filed by for-
eigners challenging the Centre’s
orders that blacklisted more
than 2,700 citizens of 35 coun-
tries from travelling to India for
10 years for alleged involve-
ment in Tablighi Jamaat activ-
ities.

The matter came up for
hearing through video-con-
ferencing before a bench head-
ed by Justice A M Khanwilkar.

Solicitor General Tushar
Mehta, representing the Centre,
requested the bench to adjourn
the matter for two weeks.

The bench said the matter
would be taken up for hearing
on Friday next week. 

The Centre had 
earlier sought dismissal of the
pleas and informed the top
court on July 2 that it has
issued individual orders on a
case-to-case basis for cancel-
lation of visas and blacklisting
of 2,765 foreign nationals.

As per the information
available, 205 FIRs have been
lodged against the foreign
Tablighi Jamaat members by
11 states and 2,765 such for-
eigners have been blacklisted
so far, the Centre had said in
its affidavit.

Of these, visas of 2,679 for-
eigners (including 9 Overseas
Citizen of India (OCI) card
holders) have been cancelled,
it had said, adding that
remaining 86 include Nepal
nationals who do not require
visa. 

The top court was also
informed by the Centre that
1,906 Look Out Circulars
(LOCs) were issued against
foreign Tablighi Jamaat mem-
bers and 227 left India before
the issuance of LOCs/Black
Listing.
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The Supreme Court
Monday asked the Madras

High Court to decide the
pleas, including one filed by
Tamil Nadu Government,
against the Centre’s decision
not to grant 50 per cent quota
to OBCs in medical seats
surrendered by the state in all
India quota for under gradu-
ate, post graduate and dental
courses in 2020-21.

A bench of Justices L
Nageswara Rao and Hemant
Gupta said the high court
should decide the plea of the
state government and others
irrespective of the pendency
of another case here.

In a hearing conducted
via video link, the top court
said, “All the contention
raised in petitions (before it)
should be decided by the
High Court” and requested
the High Court to deal with
the case.

Earl ier,  the State
Government had moved the
Supreme Court on July 2
seeking a direction to the
High Court to expeditiously
decide its plea challenging the
Centre’s decision not to grant
50 per cent quota to OBCs in
medical seats surrendered by
the state in all India quota for
UG, PG and dental courses in
2020-21.

It had assailed the June 22
high court  order which
refused to grant any interim
order on the OBC quota row
saying that a similar petition
was already scheduled to be
heard by the Supreme Court.

The apex court, which
was scheduled to hear the
case titled as Saloni Kumar
versus Union of Kndia on
July 8, has adjourned the hear-
ing and had fixed the case for
a later date.

The High Court had fixed
the state’s plea on quota on July
9.

The State Government
and some political parties such
as DMK, All India Anna
Dravida Munnetra Kazhagam
(AIADMK), CPI (M), Tamil
Nadu Congress Committee
and CPI had moved the high
court after the Supreme Court,
on June 11, refused to enter-
tain their petitions and asked
them to approach the high
court.

“Direct the High Court to
expeditiously hear and dispose
of the writ petitions...,” the
state government said in its
plea before the top court.

The High Court has in
effect declined to take up the
writ petitions in spite of the
fact that the Respondents
(Centre, MCI and others) had
virtually conceded to the
prayer sought for in the writ
petition.

“The High Court has
failed to appreciate that the
respondents are stalling adju-
dication of the issue. The

(High) Court has been misled
by the Respondent’s con-
tentions and has unjustifiably
kept the Petitioner’s writ peti-
tion in abeyance till this court
issues orders in an ostensibly
identical matter...,” it said.

The high court had
refused to pass any interim
order on the pleas after taking
note of the Centre’s 
submission that since 1986 no
reservation has been provided
in the AIQ (All-India quota)
seats for medical admission as
per the apex court directive.

“The same was modified
after 10 years, providing reser-
vation for SC/ST. In 2015,
pleas were moved seeking
OBC reservation, which is
still pending before the apex
court, which has to take a call
and modify the order,” the
counsel for the Centre had told
the High Court.

The State Government
and various political parties
have challenged the Centre’’s
decision not to grant 50 per
cent reservation to OBCs as
per Tamil Nadu law.
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The Centre on Monday said
that private hospitals

empanelled under the Central
Government Health Scheme
(CGHS) will charge from
beneficiaries the rates pre-
scribed by the Delhi
Government for COVID-19
treatment till their States fix
their own charges. 

Last  month,  the
Government had decided to
reimburse the cost of pulse
oximeter (per family) pur-
chased by Central
Government Health Scheme
(CGHS) beneficiaries in case
infected by the Covid-19.

An of f ice 
memorandum issued by the
CGHS director said the rates
for treatment of COVID-19 in
private-empanelled hospitals
for CGHS beneficiaries shall
be as per the package rate pre-
scribed by the state govern-
ment concerned.

“In case, no such rate has
been prescribed by the state
government in any CGHS
city, the rates prescribed by
the government of NCT
Delhi, shall be applicable till
rates are notified by the 
concerned state government,”
the memorandum dated July
10, 2020 read.

The Delhi Government
last month issued an order
fixing the cost of a Covid-19
isolation bed in any private
hospital in the range of Rs
8,000-10,000 and an ICU bed
with ventilator at �15,000-
18,000 per day.

According to the memo-
randum, the Union Health
Ministry had received repre-
sentations regarding clarifi-
cations and guidelines on
rates applicable for treatment
at  private healthcare 
organisations empanelled
under the CGHS, following
which the matter was
reviewed.

For non-Covid-related
treatment in private hospitals
empanelled under the
scheme, the normal CGHS
package rate shal l  be 
admissible, the memorandum
stated.

The Covid-19 test shall be
permitted as per the 
Indian Council of Medical
Research (ICMR) guidelines
and the CGHS rate shall be as
per the rates fixed by state
governments or actual,
whichever may be less.

“If the State Government
has not notified such rates,
the rates prescribed by the
ICMR are applicable till rates
are notif ied by State
Government,” it said.
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Mothers, newborns, young
children and adolescents

are losing 20 per cent of their
health and social services due
to the Covid-19 pandemic
across the world, according to
the UN Secretary-General’s
Independent Accountability
Panel (IAP).

“Health systems in both
rich and poor nations are
massively struggling and the
services for mothers, new-
borns, young children and
adolescents are crumbling,”
said Elizabeth Mason, co-
chair of the UN Secretary-
General’s  Independent
Accountability Panel (IAP)
for Every Woman, Every
Child, Every Adolescent
reviewing the impact of
Covid-19 on these groups.

“Especially worrisome are
declines in access to life-sav-
ing vaccines for children and
maternal health services due
to closures and movement
restrictions. Immunisation

campaigns are being halted
and health workers are being
diverted from maternity to
COVID-19 units,” Dr Mason
added.

The Panel provided an
overview of estimated impacts
from COVID-19 pandemic
on women, newborns, young
children and adolescents since
its start in January. The data
was disturbing.

The report said that 5.3
million deaths in children
under 5 by pre-pandemic
estimates, and over 400,000
additional deaths due to the 
infection-related disruptions
in services. 

Similarly, 2.5 million
newborn deaths pre-pan-
demic, with a minimum of
168,000 additional deaths
estimated while 295,000
maternal deaths were pre-
pandemic, with an addition-
al 24,400 additional deaths
estimated. Atleast, 13.5 mil-
lion children missed vaccina-
tions against life-threatening
diseases while more than 20
countries reported vaccine

shortages caused by the pan-
demic.

Also,  said the panel
sround 42-66 million children
risk falling into extreme
poverty even as some 370 mil-
lion children are missing
school meals.

“These new findings show
how weak our health sys-
tems are at protecting moth-
ers, newborns, young children
and adolescents,” says Joy
Phumaphi, co-chair of the
Panel and former WHO
Assistant Director-General.
“We are at a point where
decades of progress for this
group could be easi ly
reversed.”

The COVID-19 pandem-
ic has interrupted steady
progress and has led to
increased poverty and unem-
ployment. 

Early data finds women
experience not only loss of
various categories of support
and social safety nets, but also
an inability to access
increased support, compared
to men.
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Becoming infected with
SARS-CoV-2 or Covid-19

not only triggers substantial
respiratory pathology, but also
results into plethora of extra-
pulmonary manifestations
such as thrombotic complica-
tions, myocardial dysfunction,
acute coronary syndromes,
acute kidney injury, gastroin-
testinal symptoms, hyper-
glycemia and ketosis, neuro-
logic illnesses, ocular symp-
toms, and dermatologic com-
plications among others.

According to researchers,
SARS-CoV-2 seems to employ
mechanisms for receptor
recognition similar to those
used by prior virulent coron-
aviruses such as SARS-CoV,
causing the SARS epidemic of
2003.

“The coronavirus spike
protein facilitates entry of the
virus into target cells. The
spike subunit of SARS-CoV
and that of SARS CoV-2
engage ACE2 (angiotensin-
converting enzyme 2) as an
entry receptor. In addition,
cell entry requires priming of
the spike protein by the cellu-
lar serine protease TMPRSS2
or other proteases.

“In addition, the efficien-
cy with which the virus binds
to ACE2 is a key determinant
of transmissibility, as shown in
studies of SARS-CoV. Recent
studies have demonstrated
higher affinity of binding of
SARS-CoV-2 to ACE2 than of
SARS-CoV to ACE2, which
may partially explain the
increased transmissibility of
SARS-CoV-2,” explained the
researchers.

Covid-19 seems to strike
the elderly and immunocom-
promised the hardest, along
with any of us with underlying
health conditions such as dia-
betes, heart and lung disease.
But the young shouldn’t take
anything for granted -- there
have been deaths among peo-
ple aged 20 to 50, as well.

T h r o m b o c y t o p e n i a ,
although often mild (in 5–36%
of admissions), is associated
with worse patient outcomes
while Acute kidney injury
(AKI) is a frequent complica-
tion of the infection and is
associated with mortality. In
China, the reported incidence
of AKI in hospitalized patients
with Covid-19 ranged from 0.5
per cent to 29 per cent. Studies
from the USA have reported
much higher rates of AKI.

The incidence of gastroin-
testinal manifestations has
ranged from 12% to 61% in
patients with COVID-
1 9 5 , 1 5 8 , 1 5 9 , 1 6 0 , 1 6 1 .
Gastrointestinal symptoms
may be associated with a
longer duration of illness but
have not been associated with
increased mortality, as per a
review article published in the
journal Nature (Medicine).

The researchers reviewed
a recent meta-analysis of 29
studies (of which the majority
are from China), the pooled
prevalence of individual symp-
toms was reported, including
that of anorexia (21 per cent),
nausea and/or vomiting (7 per
cent), diarrhea (9 per cent),
and abdominal pain (3 per
cent). In a study from the
USA, a higher prevalence of
these symptoms was reported
(anorexia, 34.8 per cent; diar-
rhea, 33.7 per cent; and nausea,
26.4 per cent).

SARS-CoV-2 may also
directly damage the biliary
ducts by binding to ACE2 on
cholangiocytes There is grow-
ing evidence of neurologic
complications of COVID-19.
Neurologic and ophthalmo-
logic manifestations of Covid-
19, said the researchers.
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The National Highways
Authority of India (NHAI)

on Monday said it will partner
with institutes like the Indian
Institutes of Technology (IITs)
for improving the road infra-
structure ecosystem. The objec-
tive is to leverage the intellec-
tual prudence of students and
faculty towards improvement
of the road infrastructure
ecosystem of the country.

“In its endeavour to pro-
vide world-class National
Highways (NH) network,
NHAI has approached all IITs,
National Institutes of
Technology (NITs) and reput-
ed engineering colleges to col-
laborate and adopt nearby
stretches of NH, on voluntary
basis, as part of Institutional
Social Responsibility (ISR),”
the NHAI said in a statement.

The institutes along with its
faculty and students have bet-
ter appreciation of local
requirement, topography,
resource potential, among oth-
ers, and these vital inputs can
be utilised by NHAI during dif-
ferent stages of pre-construc-
tion, construction and opera-
tion of NH stretches, it said.

This decentralised
approach, besides building a
sense of participation in deci-
sion making, also provides an
opportunity to the students
for hands-on-learning, option
for internship and future areas
of research, it said.

Besides, the adoption of
stretch by institutes opens
avenue for access to important
data, which can be used to
improve the quality and safety

aspects of NH and enhance
local capacity of institutes in
terms of advanced lab and
simulation systems. “Adoption
of NH stretch by an institute
would facilitate stakeholder
engagement and help to miti-
gate the routine local problems
such as traffic movement, con-
gestion and immediate identi-
fication of accident prone sites,”
the statement said.

The highway users become
more empowered in resolving
local problems through the
institute and the Authority, it
said, adding that such instances
would help NHAI in under-
standing the local needs both
in present and future projects,
improve maintenance and rid-
ing comfort, and develop way-
side amenities for enhanced
user experience. “The overall
outcome shall be commuter
friendly and enjoyable ride on
the NH stretch,” NHAI said.

The statement said large
number of IITs, NITs and engi-
neering colleges has opted to
join the scheme and NHAI
officers have started mutual
consultation with directors of
the interested Institutes.
Memorandums of
Understanding (MoUs) are
being signed between the indi-
vidual institutes and NHAI for
institutionalization of the
scheme and bring reformative
improvements in the road
infrastructure of the country.
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The Ministry of Housing
and Urban Affairs

(MoHUA) has issued a notice
to news agency Press Trust of
India (PTI) for allegedly vio-
lating terms of the lease under
which it was allotted land for its
Sansad Marg office in Delhi
and asked to pay a penalty of
�84.48 crore within a month. 

The notice dated July 7,
issued by the ministry’s Land
and Development Office,
warned that an additional 10
per cent interest may need to be
coughed out by PTI if it fails to
furnish the concerned amount
within the stipulated time peri-
od.

This comes two weeks after
the Prasar Bharati expressed
displeasure over the news
agency’s recent interview with
China’s ambassador to India,
who said India was the aggres-
sor in the June 15 skirmish in
Galwan Valley and said that it
is reviewing its annual sub-
scription with the news agency.
Prasar Bharati is among PTI’s
biggest subscribers.

According to the min-
istry officials, the PTI office
is built on land leased to the
agency by the government.
The officials said PTI had not
paid ground rent since 1984.
“Since 1984, PTI has not paid
the ground rent. Besides, they
have misused the land-allot-
ment terms by converting the
basement into an office and
several unauthorised con-
struction was undertaken.
Under the lease term, the
basement is to be used only
for storage purposes,” officials
said.

The notice that sought Rs

84,48,23,281 argues that “the
less will be pleased to regu-
larise the breaches in the
premises temporarily up to
14.07.2020 and withdraw the
right of re-entry of the
premises subject to the fol-
lowing conditions being ful-
filled by you within 30 days
from the date of issue of this
letter.”

The notice adds that the
news agency must give an
undertaking on non-judicial
stamp paper stating that it will
pay the difference of “mis-
use/damage charges” if the
land rates are revised with ret-
rospective effect from April 1,
2016, and will also remove the
“breaches” by July 14, 2020 ,
or get them regularised by
paying charges. The Land
and Development Office
added that if the amount is
not paid in the stipulated
time period, an additional
10% interest may be levied.

“Further action to execute
the lease deed shall be subject
to complete payment and
putting to use of the premis-
es as per permissible under
the master plan,” the notice
read. The notice added that if
PTI did not comply with its
terms, the “concession of lim-
iting the penalty” will be
withdrawn.

Officials said that an
amount of �84 crore penalty
includes all these violations,
which the agency has failed to
address despite several notices
from us in the past. The
notice also warns that further
action to execute the deed has
to be subject to complete
payment and putting the
premise to use according to
the masterplan.
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Atotal number of 4,328 fresh
Covid-19 patients joined

the list of persons afflicted
with the pandemic in Tamil
Nadu on Monday. The State
also saw 66 persons succumb-
ing to the disease in the last 24
hours according to the medical
bulletin issued by the Tamil
Nadu government.

By Monday evening, num-
ber of persons infected with the
coronavirus across the State
reached 48, 196 while the total
number of cases traced till
date  crossed 1.42 lakh.

As part of aggressive test-
ing all  over the State, 105 lab-
oratories tested 43, 548 persons
on Monday while the number
of persons tested till date
crossed 1.58 million.

Taking a cue from the
increase in the number of
patients, Tamil Nadu

Government banned public
transport across the State till
July 31.

Monday also saw 3,035
persons getting discharged
from hospitals across the State
taking the number of recover-
ies till date to 92, 567. Out of
the 66 deaths reported on
Monday, 59 died with comor-
bidities.

Chennai continued to
show a fall in the number of
persons afflicted with Covid-
19. Out of the 4,328 tested pos-
itive on Monday, 1,140 were
from Chennai. 

Though the decrease in
the number of patients in
Chennai was not considerable,
the capital city is showing

trends that the pandemic has
been contained. Experts
attribute this to the fever clin-
ics launched by the Greater
Chennai Municipal
Corporation, according to G
Prakash, Corporation
Commissioner.

“High number of residents
being screened in fever clinics
has led to a declining trend for
the last 12 days in Chennai that
has a population of 87 lakh,”
said the corporation commis-
sioner.

But the same could not be
said about the other districts.
The three neighbouring dis-
tricts of Chennai continued to
show high number of cases on
Monday too. 
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Kolkata: The dreaded virus has
claimed its first victim in State civil
services rank with senior WBCS
officer Debdatta Roy succumbing
to the disease on Monday,
Government sources said adding
Ray was tasked with the handling
of migrant workers.

“After contacting the disease
she was asked to remain in home
isolation. But as her condition
deteriorated she was hospitalised
where she finally succumbed,”
Health Department sources 
said.

33-year-old Ray, who was
posted as a Deputy Magistrate at
Chandannagar in Hooghly district,
died at a private hospital in
Serampore. She was a 2010 batch
WBCS (Executive) officer.

Meanwhile even as corona
situation worsened in Bengal a
dead body of a corona victim was
found lying for hours on the side-
walks of a street in Liluah in
Howrah, sources said adding the
elderly women was taken away by
the municipal staff after about five
hours.

Bengal had recorded about
30,000 positive cases with a recov-
ery rate of about 64 percent. The
State has thus far witnessed 932
deaths. PNS
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Notwithstanding the fact
that 449 persons were

diagnosed with Covid-19 on
Monday,  Chief Minister
Pinarayi Vijayan said that
Kerala has the best coron-
avirus management pro-
gramme in the country. 

“There are attempts by
some sections to portray the
covid-19 management in the
State in poor light. Kerala has
the lowest Case Fatality Rate
which is even better than the
World Average. The Global
case fatality rate is 4.38, while
that of India is 2.67. But
Kerala’s CFR is 0.39 per cent,”
said the Chief Minister in his
interaction with the 
media.

He also said that while the
national average in the num-
ber of deaths per million was
17.1, Kerala’s average is 0.9 per
cent.

“Even in Test Positivity
Rate , Kerala is ahead of all
other States and that of the
world,” claimed Vijayan.

He also disclosed that
144 persons were infected
through social transmission
on Monday. “The day also

saw 713 persons getting
admitted to the hospitals and
this is the highest number to
be recorded on a single day.
As on Monday, there are
4,376 undergoing treatment
in hospitals in the State,” said
the chief minister.

Vijayan said a sense of
ennui has set in among health
workers and volunteers due to
the repetitious nature of the
kind of work. 

“We are in the process of
intensifying People’s Defence
against the pandemic,” he
said. Without naming the
Opposition, the chief minis-
ter repeated the charge that
there are attempts by some
section to derail the
Government’s good work in
containing the covid-19 pre-
ventive measures.

As on Monday, there were
223 hotspots in the State.
Vijayan said that till date 2.44
lakh samples have been sent
for testing.

The Chief Minister also
said that the health depart-
ment was making all arrange-
ments to face any situation
arising out of further surge in
the number of covid-19 
cases.

Lucknow: Senior BJP leader
and former Uttar Pradesh
Chief Minister Kalyan Singh on
Monday accused the then
Congress Government at the
Centre of levelling “false and
baseless allegations” against
him in the Babri mosque
demolition case and said he
was “innocent”.

“The then Congress
Government at the Centre lev-
elled false and baseless allega-
tions against me and filed a case
out of political animosity,” he
told reporters after appearing
before a CBI special court here
in connection with the 1992
Babri Masjid demolition case.

The 88-year-old leader
said, “As the UP Chief Minister,
I and my government ensured
adequate three-tier security of
the disputed structure in
Ayodhya.”

Singh, during whose tenure
the demolition took place, was
assisted by two persons as he
walked out of the court after
over three-hour-long ques-

tioning.
“I was falsely implicated, I

am innocent,” he asserted as he
left the court premises.

The CBI court is current-
ly recording statements of 32
accused under the CrPC
Section 313, a stage in the trial
that follows the examination of
accused.

Other accused, including
former deputy prime minister
LK Advani and senior BJP
leader M M Joshi, are yet to be
examined at this stage.

Their lawyers have indi-
cated to the CBI court that they
prefer to appear through video
conferencing.

Another accused, Ram
Chandra Khatri, is presently
lodged in a Sonipat jail in
Haryana in connection with
another case.

The special court had last
week reiterated that a reminder
should be sent to the National
Informatics Centre (NIC) for
making arrangements to record
his statement through video

conferencing.
With regard to another

accused, Om Prakash Pandey,
the CBI had furnished a report,
saying he was untraceable. 

Members of the Pandey's
family had claimed that he had
become a monk years ago and
did not come home.

His brother Mahendra
Pandey had said he would try
to find him and inform the
CBI.

The court had then direct-
ed the agency to remain in con-
tact with Mahendra Pandey
and furnish further report.

The court has already
issued a non-bailable warrant
against Om Prakash Pandey.

The mosque in Ayodhya
was demolished in December
1992 by 'kar sevaks' who
claimed that an ancient Ram
temple had stood on the same
site. The CBI court is con-
ducting day-to-day hearings
to complete the trial by August
31, as directed by the Supreme
Court.  PTI

Jammu: In another successful
operation, the joint teams of
security forces on Monday
gunned down two more ter-
rorists of Pakistan based Jaish-
e-Mohammad (JeM) terror
outfit in Srigufwara area of
Anantnag district. 

This is the second success-
ful operation in the last 48
hours in Kashmir valley. Three
Lashkar-e- Toiba  (LeT) ter-
rorists including two Pakistani
nationals were earlier gunned
down by the security forces in
Rebban area of Sopore in
Baramulla district.

Since July 1, a total num-
ber of 11 terrorists have been
neutralised by the security
forces in six encounters.

According to a police
spokesman, “One of the killed
terrorists has been identified as
Nasir alias Shahbaz alias Baz
Bai,a Pakistan resident. He was
listed as ‘A’ category terrorist,

while the identification of the
other killed terrorist is being
ascertained.

Police spokesman said, the
operation was launched in the
area on  the basis of a specific
input generated by Anantnag
Police regarding presence of
terrorists in Srigufwara area of
Anantnag.

“During the search opera-
tion when the firct contact
was established with the hiding
terrorists they were given the
opportunity to surrender, how-
ever they fired indiscriminate-
ly upon the joint search party,
which was retaliated leading to
an encounter”, police
spokesman said.

“In the indiscriminate fir-
ing by terrorists, one woman
received gunshot injuries. She
was shifted to hospital for
treatment where her condition
is stated to be stable”,police
spokesman said. PNS
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Amid rising incidents of cross
border firing especially in

the Hiranagar sector of Kathua
district, Chief of Army Staff
(COAS), General MM Naravane
on Monday reviewed the current
security situation and opera-
tional readiness of the troops
deployed on ground in Jammu-
Pathankot region during his
visit to the forward areas of the
Rising Star Corps.

During his interaction with
the field formation comman-
ders, Gen Naravane reinstated
the fact of ‘Zero tolerance’
against the ceasefire violations by
Pakistan and infiltration
attempts by terrorists.  

In Jammu, Defence PRO Lt-
Col Devender Anand said,  “the
army chief was separately briefed
by Lt Gen Upendra Dwivedi,
GOC, Rising Star Corps on the
operational preparedness, up-
gradation of security infra-
structure and the internal secu-
rity matters.”

According to official
sources, for the last couple of
days Pakistani rangers have
been regularly targeting  sever-

al border outposts of Border
Security Guards in a bid to divert
their attention while pushing
groups of heavily armed infil-
trators via the Hira Nagar sec-
tor.

This route is considered
the traditional route of infiltra-
tion by the handlers of infiltra-
tors. Kashmir bound truckers
ferry arms consignment and
even terrorists in small batches
via the same route. So far two
such attempts have been foiled
by the alert security personnel
and on both the occasions the
terrorists were neutralized before
they could reach Kashmir valley.

Earlier, on his arrival in
Jammu, the Army Chief was
received by Lt Gen RP Singh,
GOC-in-C Western Command,
Lt Gen Upendra Dwivedi, GOC
Rising Star Corps, Maj Gen VB
Nair, GOC Tiger Division and
Air Cmde AS Pathania, AOC,

Air Force station, Jammu 
Defence PRO, Lt Col

Devender Anand in a press
statement said, “After attending
a briefing, the Army Chief
accompanied by GOC Tiger
Division reviewed operational
preparedness in forward areas.
He interacted with the field
formation Commanders and
troops on ground during the for-
ward area tour.  The General also
visited the forward areas of
Gurj Division and was briefed by
Maj Gen YP Khanduri, GOC
Gurj Division.

The Army Chief also
addressed all ranks of Western
Command through video 
conferencing and lauded the
morale of the troops. He
expressed complete confidence
in Indian Army’s capabilities to
thwart any misadventure by the
enemies of our country and han-
dle any situation. 
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Swapna Suresh and Sandeep
Nair, who were arrested by

the National Investigation
Agency on Saturday from
Bangalore in connection with
Gold Smuggling through
Thiruvananthapuram Airport
were on Monday sent to NIA
Custody for eight days by a
Special Court at Kochi.

The NIA officials informed
the Court that both of them
have to be questioned in custody
as the charges against them
were grave and of national
importance. The duo have been
smuggling gold into the coun-
try using diplomatic channel
and the smuggled gold was
being used for anti-national
activities like terrorism and to
subvert the country’s economy.

The Agency also told that
Swapna, who was a former
employee of the UAE Consulate
had got counterfeit diplomatic
seals and certificates to smuggle
the gold through diplomatic
channel. She was helped in the
operations by Sandeep, said the
agency.

The Special Court judge P

Krishnakumar asked the NIA to
produce the duo before the
court on July21. The agency told
the court that it was in posses-
sion of all documents and evi-
dences to prove their charges..

The smuggling making use
of the diplomatic route was
happening since 2019, said the
agency officials. Swapna was a
former staff of the UAE
Consulate at
Thiruvananthapuram but her
services were terminated fol-
lowing charges of improper
conduct. She got the diplomat-
ic seal of the UAE Consulate
made through the contacts she
developed during her tenure in
the Consulate.

Meanwhile there are reports
that the NIA is likely to inter-
rogate some prominent per-
sons including film personalities
in connection with gold smug-
gling.  

Earlier in the day, Rameez,
a Malappuram based Muslim
League leader who was held by
the Customs officials in con-
nection with the smuggling
case was sent to the custody of
the Customs for seven days by
a special court in Kochi.
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The Travancore Royal Family, erstwhile rulers
of Kerala, expressed their satisfaction over

Monday's Supreme Court verdict that quashed
the 2011 Kerala High Court verdict which had
removed the Family's hold over the management
of the Sree Padmanabha Temple, the centuries
old shrine at Thiruvananthapuram. . “This is the
blessing by Lord Padmanabha and I don’t have
words to express our gratitude to the lakhs of
people who had prayed for us. We are the servile
of Lord Ananthapadmanabha  and will remain
so in future. 

This is a victory for Lord
Ananthapadmanabha and he has blessed his
devotees with this verdict,” said Aswathi
Thirunal Gowri Lakshmi Bayi , eminent writer
and a member of the Travancore Royal Family.

Kadakampalli Surendran, Kerala Minister
for Devaswom (temple administration) said the
Government welcomed the Supreme Court. “We
will take the future course of action after study-
ing the verdict,” said Surendran at
Thiruvananthapuram.

Govind Bharathan, senior advocate, Kerala
High Court , said the Supreme Court verdict

delivered on Monday is a victory  of not only
the Travancore Royal family but the Hindus in
the country too. “A secular government does not
have the right to meddle with the rituals asso-
ciated with the temple and this verdict sub-
stantiates and underscores that tradition. With
this judgement the Supreme Court has spoiled
the designs of the Kerala Government to take
control of the temple properties,” said Bharathan
who was in the forefront of agitations against
the attempts by various governments to take over
the temple.

K Ramkumar, senior advocate, Kerala High
Court welcomed the verdict. “The Supreme
Court has upheld the rights of the Travancore
Royal Family in the administration and man-
agement of the Temple. This is a victory for
Hindus and all believers in the State. The Kerala
High Court had taken the rights of the Royal
Family by its 2011 verdict, a painful chapter in
Kerala’s history. The Royal Family had dedicat-
ed everything under its possession for the wel-
fare of the people but the so called democratic
governments were trying to usurp the treasure
stored in the chambers of the Temple. The
Supreme Court has atoned for the action of the
Kerala high Court,” said Ramkumar. 
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Dubbing the Narendra Modi
Government’s recent decision to take

away the official residence of former Prime
Minister Rajiv Gandhi’s daughter Priyanka
Gandhi in the national Capital as an
“uncultured” move, NCP chief Sharad
Pawar said here on Monday that the deci-
sion reflected both “arrogance” and “mis-
use” of power on the  part of the Modi dis-
pensation. 

In the third and final part of a three-
part interview published in the Shiv Sena’s
official mouth-piece “Saamana”, Pawar dis-
approved strongly of the Modi government’s
decision to take away official residence given
to Priyanka and said: “One should exercise
power with all humility. Once arrogance of

power goes to the head of the rulers, this
kind of thing happens”.

“Jawaharlal Nehru made an immense
contribution to India’s freedom.
Subsequently, he contributed to taking the
country on the path of democracy. His
daughter Indira Gandhi and grandson
Rajiv Gandhi sacrificed their lives for the
country. Here is the family that sacrificed
two of their members for the country and
its earlier members had contributed their
entire life to the country. Priyanka Gandhi
comes from this family”.

“After the assassination of RajiV
Gandhi, his wife Sonia Gandhi has rebuilt
the Congress. The ruling BJP may have
political differences with the Congress, but
it does not mean that it can misuse power
and harass opponents.  This kind of

approach is unwise. You are taking away the
official residence of the daughter of a late
Prime Minister and she has been forced to
shift her residence to Lucknow. I do not
think this is a cultured way of dealing with
things,” Pawar said.

When his attention was drawn to the
vindictive approach adopted by the Modi
Government towards the non-BJP gov-
ernments in the country, Pawar said: When
Manmohan Singh was heading the UPA
government, then Chief Minister of Gujarat
Narendra Modi – ahead of the meetings
called the Prime Ministers-- used to hold
meetings of the chief ministers of the BJP-
ruled states in an uncharacteristic manner.
Even at the meetings called by the Prime
Minister, Modi used to forcefully on the
issues relating to the BJP-ruled State. 
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Ahead of the arrival of tourists in Jammu
& Kashmir, via air route from July 14,

the situation is turning grim especially in
Kashmir valley.  On Monday, 314 fresh cases
of coronavirus were detected taking the total
tally to 10,827. Out of this, 4,545 are active
positive cases in the region. 

As most parts of Srinagar witnessed
complete lockdown across 88 containment
zones,  225 fresh cases of coronavirus were
detected in Kashmir valley alone. Out of this,
101 cases tested positive from Srinagar dis-
trict while eight more deaths due to Covid-
19 were reported from Kashmir division,
taking the total tally to 187. 

At present 1,236 cases were active pos-
itive in Srinagar district alone followed by
1326 cases in Baramulla and 1,021 in
Kulgam district. 

The downtown areas of Srinagar and the
main city centre, Lal Chowk observed
complete lockdown in the wake of a spike
in the number of cases of coronavirus.  

No official function was observed at the
Mazar-e-Shahuda located in Shehar-e-
Khaas. Concertina wires were spread and the
main gates also remained closed. No polit-
ical leader was permitted to offer floral trib-
utes inside the premises.

Anantnag, Kupwara and Ganderbal
districts also observed lockdown to contain
the spread of coronavirus.
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With the doubling rate for Covid-19 cases in the
country’s commercial capital having increased

to 50 days, Mumbai Municipal Commissioner IS
Chahal on Monday  made it clear that there is no
plan to re-impose lockdown in the metropolis.

“The coronavirus situation in Mumbai is total-
ly under control. There is no need for re-imposing
lockdown in Mumbai,” Chahal said, while talking
to a regional television channel.

In what has come as a big relief to the
Mumbaikars is that the doubling rate for Covid-19
cases – which was three days on March 22, rose to
15 days on April 5 and increased further to 30 days
on June 22 –has gone up 50 days on July 10.

In the case of suburbs like Bandra, Khar (east)
and Santa Cruz – which fall under H-East ward –
the doubling period has gone up to 154 days.

Chahal said that the testing done by the
Brihanmumbai Municipal Corporation (BMC) had
gone up from 4,000 to 6,800 every day. “However,
the total number of positive cases has come down
from 1,400 to 1,200 now,” the city chief said.

Of these 1,200 to 1400 positive cases, the symp-
tomatic cases are less than 200. “That being the case,
the BMC needs only 200 beds daily,” Chahal said.

“We have put in place Standard Operating
Procedure (SOP) to streamline allocation of Covid-
19 beds to the patients.  Now it is essential for the
private labs to submit reports of the patients with-
in 24 hours of testing. Soon after that we will under-
take contract tracing and isolate those who have
come in contact with the positive patients, “ Chahal
said.
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P
rime Minister Narendra Modi’s
strong message to Beijing from
Ladakh some days ago and the
global support he has garnered for
calling out China’s belligerence

marks a much-awaited change in India’s
approach to the coercive tactics of this trou-
blesome neighbour. China’s attempt to re-
draw the boundaries in the Galwan Valley
last month is only the latest in a long list of
such incursions it has resorted to. While the
brave soldiers of the Indian Army chal-
lenged the People’s Liberation Army (PLA)
men at the site, one has not seen similar
assertiveness among Indian politicians,
especially in the past. 

This is something that is going on from
the days of former Prime Minister
Jawaharlal Nehru, who seemed to have some
totally impractical and unrealistic notions
of friendship with China. Strangely, he
believed that ties with our neighbour
would improve with the passage of time and,
therefore, he went out of the way to build
bridges with that nation. This included his
eagerness to see China as a member of the
United Nations Security Council.

However, China has never really reci-
procated. It has shown no inclination to
resolve border-related issues so that there
be any finality to the demarcation of terri-
tories. It has preferred a Line of Actual
Control (LAC) to a regular border as the
vagueness of the description of a line sep-
arating the two nations enables it to nibble
away at land on our side. It has kept the pot
boiling for over seven decades. Apart from
this, China has, over the years, befriended
Pakistan, supplied it with arms and aided
its nuclear weapons programme. It has also
turned a blind eye to the terror factories that
are run by Pakistan to wage a proxy war
against India.

What does all this amount to? The truth
is that China is an enemy nation and the
Chinese Communist Party (CCP) is an
enemy organisation, as noted lawyer
Mahesh Jethmalani has opined recently.

Prime Minister Modi’s ringing message
from Ladakh, his Government’s firm resolve
to ban Chinese apps and scrap many big
projects, which were being awarded to
Chinese companies, must have come as a
shocker for our eastern neighbour. Never
before had an Indian leader spoken and
acted with such sternness. Modi’s declara-
tion that “the era of expansionism is over”
is a sharp message to China that it must
change its ways. It is also a message to the
rest of the world that India will not put up
with this kind of bullying any more.

The Prime Minister reminded China
and the world that expansionist policies tend
to destroy humanity and pose a grave threat
to world peace. History has also shown us
that such powers, which believed in or
attempted hegemonistic policies, have been
destroyed or forced to mend their ways. 

Modi’s reference to “expansionism”

and its deleterious effects on
world peace brought back the
dreadful memories of World
War II. Modi was telling the
world, without naming China,
that that country, too, was
behaving in a crazy way, with
confrontationist policies
towards many nations.

Hitler’s expansionist policy
made the Germans believe that
they were invincible; that they
could gobble up all the neigh-
bouring nations; and destroy the
UK, Russia and the allies led by
America. Hitler began his hege-
monistic misadventure with
the invasion of Austria, Poland
and Czechoslovakia. Then came
Norway, Denmark and
Belgium, Yugoslavia and Greece
followed by Luxembourg and
the Netherlands. When he
invaded France and later,
Russia, he had bitten more than
he could chew. 

Looking back, one can say
that was an act of extreme
arrogance by a nation which
was convinced about its invin-
cibility. China’s attempt to pro-
voke India along the LAC
comes alongside its attempts to
challenge the maritime and
sovereign rights of Japan,
Australia, Vietnam, South
Korea, Singapore and many
other nations. The latest count
says China has disputes with 23
nations, apart from going back
on the promises made vis-a-vis

Hong Kong and Taiwan. This is
a reminder to the world of the
reckless and irresponsible
behaviour of the Nazis 80 years
ago. Many nations, including
the US, Australia, Japan, France
and several members of the
ASEAN, have been highly crit-
ical of China after India blew the
whistle. 

The Prime Minister also
sent across two other very
important messages from
Ladakh — that only strength
begets peace and that India has
stepped up and will continue to
step up development of infra-
structure along the LAC. These
are very significant messages
indeed and are meant for the
domestic audience, which has
been made to believe that
neighbours will reciprocate
decency and cordiality for
decades. This myth needs to be
busted once and for all. 

China’s response to the
Prime Minister’s speech is
laughable. After having set itself
on a confrontation course for
many months, the Chinese
Foreign Ministry issued a state-
ment, saying this was not the
time to ratchet up tensions
along the border. It said India
should avoid a “strategic miscal-
culation” with regard to China.
This is strange because the way
the dice has rolled out, it is
China which has made “a strate-
gic miscalculation” on India.

The Chinese Army got a
shock when Indian soldiers
stood up to their bullying tac-
tics at Galwan and gave them a
bloody nose. Till today, China
has not had the courage to tell
the world the number of casu-
alties it suffered at Galwan.
This speaks a lot about the inner
strength of that nation.

There comes a time in the
life of every nation when it must
say “enough is enough.” India
must now get “Galwanised” to
deal with a hostile China. It is
going to be a long haul but what
is a decade or two in the life of
a nation? We are a nation of
1,350 million and in a couple of
decades, we will be the most
populous nation in the world.
The time has come for the
world at large and the Chinese
in particular to absorb this fact.
As the sociologists say “demog-
raphy is destiny.”

While the talks are on to
disengage at the border and the
Chinese Ambassador has issued
a placatory statement appealing
to Indians not to view China as
a “war-like” country, we should
not lower our guard. As the
Prime Minister has said more
than once, we need not put up
with those who cast an evil eye
on us. Also, pusillanimity does
not bring peace. Strength does. 

(The writer is an author spe-
cialising in democracy studies.
Views expressed are personal.)
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Sir — It is ironic that the US, the
nation with the highest COVID-
19 tally, has decided to withdraw
from the WHO. US President
Donald Trump has alleged that
the world body has been func-
tioning at the behest of China, the
country which he believes is
responsible for the spread of the
virus. China   promptly defend-
ed the WHO with vehement crit-
icism of the US stand. 

As it is, the US has a tradition
of withdrawing from groups and
contracts. Ever since Trump
assumed office, this has become
the new norm. There is no deny-
ing the fact that the WHO’s asso-
ciation with China in the wake of
the calamity has not been above
suspicion. The WHO has avoid-
ed direct criticism of China. And
the latter has only good words to
describe the world health body
and it has, thus, often reciprocat-
ed China’s goodwill. 

Nevertheless, the US’ move to
withdraw from the WHO is a per-
fect example of the country pur-
suing unilateralism. The move
also illustrates the foreign policy
followed by Trump. At a time
when nations are fighting a health

crisis, its pullout will impact the
way the world fights the pandem-
ic. The worst-hit will be the
developing countries and the
ones having high infection cases. 

Venu GS
Kollam
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Sir — This refers to the editori-
al, “Encounter the truth” (July 11).
Without any doubt, gangster
Vikas Dubey deserved severe

punishment — death penalty or
life sentence — but this should
have been done after all judicial
processes were observed. Police
brutality is unwarranted. That the
police took the law into its own
hands to deliver instant justice is

not only barbaric but also uncon-
stitutional. It wouldn’t be an
exaggeration to say that the
police-criminal-politician nexus
works to settle personal scores.
Such encounters are used routine-
ly by the police to eliminate the
criminals on the whims and fan-
cies of those in power. This needs
to change. The judiciary must
intervene.

Rati Singh
Via email
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Sir — This refers to the editori-
al, “Encounter the truth” (July 11).
With the death of the dreaded
gangster, Vikas Dubey, many
questions will remain unan-
swered and unexplained. Nobody
has any sympathy for the gangster
but the incident gives a sad mes-
sage where the police has acted as
prosecutor, judge and execution-
er. No civil society can digest such
a scenario. We need to focus on
the politico-criminal nexus. Time
for a change now.

AF Nadwi
Mumbai

% � % ' ( � ) � * + � % � � � � ,  

�������������		�����
���� ��!"��#
$����%��������L �����������������L ��&'�(��#"��#
$����%������


�-������������ �!�"�#�$� �%�& #�'�(& )*+�,�,�

"�

; �������� ���������

��� !"� #2+5+,:

��?�'��'�	�$�����&�&��'���&'���(�#�&&�(��'��*�������$�'�����&'����'���?���$�'��'��'�?������'�%.'
.%�?�'������!��$���� .�����(6�?��#.&'�3��?���&���.�&��=�&�'��$����?�'������&'�������(� �.�

����%��&��'�%��$�#���$�#��J
&'��'�&�'��'�'���#��(�����&�$
���$�'�� ���&&.��$������#���J
#.#����#����&������&��.��'�
��$������'�=��$�& .�&������
%. ������'�'��#��'&"

��13�;��,��3��<��6�
M�4�*���$����.$

��� �� ���!��&�H'���(��$
?��$� .'���.H�������?�$�'�
 ��$���&'��$����&'��$��(6
'����(�&�����$�'�� ��=�
�=���'���(���.H���������("
3�=����.�&����'�#�"�

�=��3
M	�������H*�.<

	� ����=��'��'��.����.�'��
���$&���(��.�������� ����
%��'�����$�$� �����'��&'�%��J
��&&�����&���##�''�$�'�
����.&�=��%���'��&���$���&%��'J
�.�����	�$��H&�%�.����&#"�

,�063���������3
M���&�����������

, < > 0 � 1 . / 3

? 3 / / 3 2 , / < � // : 3 � 3 � . / < 2

�	�����	
��	
�����
���	�
�������

�
��&������&�'��'����$�'�����6�G���������=��%��B��'I�C�.��
+@D"���'����%�%.��'����$��&�'�����;";E���!��%��%��
%���&N.����!#��(���&'�'�����'�������=���(�����@-;6

�����=����$�'�����'����'��'��%�&������/�&'��'����'����'�'�
'��� ��&'� ��� �.# ��"� ���'� %. ���J%��=�'�� %��'���&��%6
&%�.��$�.%�?�'����##.��'��%��'���%�'���6����&�$��?��
'���*25	�J+8���������=���&������&&����/�#%������'��#
�����'"���%���&�.''��(�$�?��'�����&#������'��%��&�&���$
$����� ?�(��&� N.�''��(� '����� B� &� ���%�$� '��� �(�����&
�����=��'����#%�&&� ��"����'������=�����&'�'.'�&�B.&'�;",
%������'�����.# ��H&���&�&�?�'������=�����'�-@�%������'
�(���&'��.# ��H&�,@�%������'��&���(�����.&�'�&'�#���
���'��#�&%���'"���������?�����'������&�B.&'�����'����'�%��
FAA�%��%��6�#���'�����(���(�������$�&���'�'����?�&��
�������(�"� �.'� '��� #.����%��� ���%���'���� ��� 3���'��
�.# ���$�$����� .��.&�B� "�����J'�J$����&�������(6����J
'���#��'���$�#�'�(�'����&'��'�(��&�?������(���.&����#%��J
#��'�$� ��'����'�'��3�=���#��'���$�%��=�'������'��%��J
��&&�����&"� ��=�'�� ��&%�'��&6� ��=��� ���'��&6� ?���J
�N.�%%�$� N.����'���� ���'��&6� ��##.��'�� !�'����&
'�(�'���� ���&'�'.'�$� �����=�H&�  �&'J��J���&&� ����'�
�����&'�.�'.��"�������?�&����$���'�������'�������'�����#�$J
�����&����#�$�����(������!����!�'&6�'���#���&������&
��$�%.�&���/�#�'��&"���&!&6�(��=�&���$�&���'�&��&�?���

�� �������$���'�$� �������?��$"���=�'��&%��&��&��%���
��������$�?�&���&������ .�$����"

������'�������$�����'��2�(���&�'����C��2D���&���&�
��#%��#��'�$��'6������=��#���?�����#��(���&�'���(�� J
��� ����#��!������?�'����������'���*�����=��.&"���?�?���
�����=����&� ���#����'���&.��J'��=�����!��?��$(�6�'��
������&�'���3�=���#��'�#.&'�'�%���'���'���$���%����'�
�'&� �&'�%���'���&�����&&�'����'�'��'����%��'�'���&.���&&"
	�����'6�'��&��%���'���&�&��.�$� ����%����'�$�%��J	�$��"

����3����>�3
��������

����*�	��������4
32������2*1
�����	��	��

�2��	������22�
���2����	�

����4	�3���*�	*�
���3���������

3�5��������
��22�4��2��"

�	����2��46�*�	��
�����2���������
*2���3���2�����
�����2�������

�������20
*������	���	�
��00�������
3�����"���	�
���1�����2�

��2�������	����
�����3���20�����

���	2�

#��	�&&��������	.�)�����6
�����3���1��0��3?6;����=�;�

-����������
���.��3��$��H&�B����.&���&
'������&��� ����$�$�������
*��(��&&"����$��&�>'�����?
��.�(����$��&�'��(��?"�����&
��'�� ���'�����'������&�%��'�
��$�'������� ��#�&�.&"

�0��0�	�0����3
M�#������'�

(�������	������	�����'��������������	����������������
���� ���6������		� ����	�

������������ ��
������	

�����������������	�������#������������	����
��	��������������	�#�������� ����



A�-���������������

��$-�'��#��#����
���������
�&�,-���,�����,��
�'-���-���-�����-����������
�&��-����-������$��

��������
��
��-@���&�-���'����
�
A,-��
����'����


�����&��
���	

�$''�	����	&�������,'��
��--������������
����-
���&-��,���-�������	'�� ����������

$''�@-
���'-����	����B����'-������'�
A
��������������&�,	
��,����'-�

#$%&'(<>0/32#$%&'�

O
n June 26, three days after the father-son
duo, P Jayaraj and Bennix, died after being
brutally tortured in police custody in

Sathankulam in Tamil Nadu (TN), a non-gov-
ernmental organisation (NGO), the National
Campaign Against Torture (NCAT), brought out
its annual report for 2019. It revealed that a total
of 1,731 people had died in custody in India dur-
ing 2019, which is a whopping five deaths every
day. A majority of these deaths, 1,606, happened
in judicial custody and 125 in police custody, like
the present ones. 

The methods of torture used, like driving
nails in the body or rods through the private parts,
burning or other atrocious methods of torment
would put even the medieval Inquisition to
shame. It also highlighted that 75 per cent of the
victims belonged to poor and marginalised com-
munities or minorities, who have practically no
access to legal remedies. 

Investigations into these cases almost always
lead to closure without any culpability being
established and instances when someone is actu-
ally punished for the deaths are extremely rare.
The deaths are attributed to either “natural caus-
es” like prior illnesses and “injuries sustained prior
to police custody” or “unnatural causes” like sui-
cides. As per the statistics provided in the
National Crime Records Bureau’s (NCRB’s) lat-
est report on Crimes in India, 2018, in cases of
70 deaths in police custody, not even a single
arrest was made, let alone conviction. 

As per the Constitution of the country,
policemen are public servants and a police sta-
tion is considered a public property. Therefore,
the duty and the behaviour of a policeman must
conform to the country’s law, respect basic human
freedom and obey as well as maintain law and
order. However, the ground reality is far from this
and time and again, policemen are involved in
custodial violence and deaths.

To prevent custodial violence, elaborate
guidelines to be followed in all cases of arrest or
detention were prescribed by the Supreme
Court in its 1996 verdict in the DK Basu vs State
of West Bengal case, and subsequent judgments
made in 2001 and 2015. These guidelines are
observed only in their breach. Any inquiry by a
human rights group through the Right to
Information (RTI) Act or otherwise almost always
draws a blank, with the information sought being
“unavailable.” 

In 2015, Section 176 (1) of the Criminal
Procedure Code (CrPC) was amended by replac-
ing the earlier provision of inquiry by an
Executive Magistrate with that by a Judicial
Magistrate. This also is rarely conducted or con-
ducted mechanically, only to satisfy the formal-
ities. Only after the nationwide outrage after the
Sathankulam incident, the Madurai Bench of the
Madras High Court ordered a Judicial Magistrate’s
inquiry into the incident and the five policemen
were arrested in the case and transferred to the
Madurai Central Jail from Tuticorin. Now, the
Central Bureau of Investigation (CBI) is prob-
ing the case.

In 2006, the apex court also directed that
every State should have a Police Complaints
Authority where anyone can lodge a complaint
against policemen. Only a few States such as
Kerala, Jharkhand, Haryana, Punjab and
Maharashtra have set up the authority. But that
has not prevented custodial deaths — Punjab,

along with Uttar Pradesh (UP) and TN,
recorded the highest number of deaths
in police custody in 2019.

In 1994, in its 152nd report, the Law
Commission had remarked that despite
all legal and constitutional safeguards,
“The growing incidence of custodial tor-
ture and deaths has become a disturb-
ing factor in society and the gory tales
of dehumanising torture, assault and
deaths in the custody of police are being
reported almost in every morning
newspaper.” It observed that inquiries
are conducted as a mere formality. Even
more than 25 years later, things have not
changed one bit on the ground. At best
a monetary compensation is offered by
the State. In the TN case, the State
Government announced a compensa-
tion of �20 lakh and the DMK’s
Thoothukudi MP Kanimozhi declared
a compensation of �25 lakh for the
bereaved family. However, this is not
enough to make up for the loss of the
main bread-winners of the family,
which is not backing off and is seeking
justice for the two men. 

But in other cases,  money usually
silences the victims’ families, who
mostly come from poor and margin-
alised backgrounds. In a rarest of the
rare instances of its kind, for torturing
a man to death in custody in 2006, a
Delhi Sessions Court sentenced five UP
policemen to 10 years of rigorous
imprisonment in 2019. They had
manipulated records to erase all evi-
dence of custodial death before closing
the case as a suicide.

The judge very aptly remarked on
that occasion, “One of the reasons for
custodial death is that the police feel that
they have the power to manipulate evi-
dence as the investigation is their pre-
rogative. And with such manipulated
evidence, they can bury the truth.
They are confident that they will not be
held accountable even if the victim dies
in custody and even if the truth is

revealed.” The fact remains that the
inter-departmental solidarity will always
tend to shield the perpetrators and give
them protection in such cases. This gives
them a sense of invincibility and gives
them a licence to kill with impunity. The
failure of the judicial system to bring the
culprits to book follows as a natural
corollary to the failure to fix account-
ability. 

Indeed custodial torture should
have no place in a civilised society but
in our criminal justice system, it has
been institutionalised. Torture and
extra-judicial killings deem even to have
acquired some legitimacy in the eyes of
the public, as shown in the Hyderabad
killing of four gang-rape accused by the
policemen last December.

Whitewashing and covering up are
the norms. After the Sathankulam inci-
dent, the top police brass was busy try-
ing to cover up the case, citing esoteric
procedures. The Judicial Magistrate
inquiring into the murders was intim-
idated by three police officers, the cru-
cial CCTV footage in the police station
was erased and the woman constable,
who courageously deposed against her
colleagues and whose testimony final-
ly nailed the murderers, was under con-
stant threats and intimidation. 

It was only the widespread public
anger that forced the TN Government
to arrest the five culprits, transfer the
probe to the CBI and take the extraor-
dinary step of transferring the
Santhakulam Superintendent of Police
to keep him under “compulsory wait”
at the DGP office, probably the first ever.
This, however, is no punishment, and
once the public anger subsides, it will
be business as usual. 

In the US, the 46-year-old George
Floyd had struggled for nine minutes
under the knee of the white Minneapolis
police officer, Derek Chauvin, beseech-
ing and begging for his life — “I can’t
breathe.” Actually the chokehold has

been suffocating the US justice delivery
system for the Blacks for a long time but
the incident triggered the pent-up
anger and resentment, leading to
protests and violence that spread like
wildfire across the globe.

The ‘Black Lives Matter’ movement
upset many Indians, too, who voiced
their anger on the social media. But no
protests against police atrocities have
erupted across our cities after the
deaths of P Jayaraj and Bennix. Either
we are too scared or we just don’t care
if cops go on a rampage. In the US, it
has led to calls for police reforms and
defunding the police. Use of chokeholds
has been banned and it has also forced
US President Donald Trump to issue an
executive order for establishing a data-
base to track police officers with a his-
tory of “excessive use-of-force com-
plaints” in their records. Derek Chauvin
had a history of using excessive force;
such persons in future would carry it in
their service records. This will likely
serve as an effective deterrent.

The 18th Century French political
philosopher Montesquieu wrote in his
magnum opus, The Spirit of Laws,
“There is no greater tyranny than that
which is perpetrated under the shield
of the law and in the name of justice.”

If we aspire to have some semblance
of a civilised society, we must eradicate
such tyranny. The only way to prevent
and eliminate custodial deaths is to
make the senior police officers direct-
ly accountable whenever such incidents
occur in police stations under their
jurisdictions. A death should be reflect-
ed in their service records and should
carry a negative weightage in their pro-
motions and postings. Senior police offi-
cers alone can prevent this, and only
when they are made directly account-
able will this scourge stop. 

(The writer is a former Director
General at the Office of the CAG of India
and an academic.)
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T
he wilful, negligent and unmind-
ful attitude of the Chinese
authorities has led to the cata-

strophe of COVID-19. While some
consider the inaction and lackadaisi-
cal behaviour of China coupled with
suppression of information as “treason
against humanity”, the possibility of
maintaining a successful lawsuit
against our neighbour has to be
explored rigorously. 

There have been a couple of
instant suits filed against China, seek-
ing compensation for the political
opacity and lack of response by the
Chinese authorities, which have caused
humongous damage to human life and

economies across the globe. There have
been charges alleging creation and
release, accidental or otherwise, of the
Novel Coronavirus and of unleashing
biological warfare. In all probability,
positive outcomes of such legal chal-
lenges are highly sceptical.

Undeniably, the Chinese author-
ities have deliberately chosen denial,
have behaved irresponsibly through-
out the saga and deserve the condem-
nation of the entire world. The regime
of transferring patently false informa-
tion all this while has made things
unnecessarily worse as we stand today.
Legal liability, however, is a disparate
phenomenon. Here we need to realise,
that the Government of China is pro-
tected by the ambient sovereign immu-
nity, and misconduct, even if proved,
will not be able to cater to sufficient
grounds for a waiver of that indemni-
ty. 

Sovereign immunity is not just a
judicial favour for foreign regimes.
International treaties of shared under-

standing and reciprocity not allowing
people to sue the country primarily
guide it. The difficulty at this stage aris-
es as the act of China, despite being in
the nature of criminal negligence, fails
to fall in the bracket of exception laid
down by the international law to the
immunity enjoyed by the States.
Rather, there is a specific bar upon the
exercise or performance or the failure
to exercise discretionary powers
regardless of whether the discretion is
being abused. Possibly, the reckless
behaviour of the Chinese Government
is baked into the very idea of sovereign
immunity. 

The next leg of the argument
revolves around the proposition that
China did very little to stop the spread
of the virus. Unfortunately, the thrust
of the argument on legal principles is
tremendously weak. Sovereign immu-
nity does not work on benevolence but
reciprocity. China has been rejecting
all such allegations and is certain to
junk every summon it receives, ulti-

mately making the entire exercise a
futile thing. The World Health
Organisation’s (WHO’s) International
Health Regulations, 2005 is being
referred to in order to assert that China
violated its international obligations.
Articles six and seven of the WHO reg-
ulations make timely notification and
information-sharing obligatory on
the country where an outbreak takes
place. Consequently, China has been
denying all such allegations, which in
turn nullifies the violation as the legal
liability could only be fixed if the coun-
try consents to it. There is a very minor
and primarily a technical gateway to
drag China to the International Court
of Justice (ICJ) over the Coronavirus
pandemic provided in the WHO’s
Constitution. This provision does not
require the consent of the defendant
country. A member country will have
to establish or create a doubt that
China deliberately withheld informa-
tion from the WHO and the interna-
tional community at large. Article 63

of the WHO’s Constitution provides
the legal basis for this route.

Tort law generally rests on the
proposition that people will take rea-
sonable care if they know there is an
inherent danger that could cause
harm to others. Under sovereign
immunity, the costs of misbehaviour
of the Government tend to lie where
they fall. The concept of internation-
al terror and henceforth laws to tack-
le it were conceptualised a few years
back. However, the absence of robust
legislations possibly will not entail any
punishment for another country’s
recklessness and the motive is appo-
site to be political.

Nevertheless, for the massive eco-
nomic fallout, China cannot be allowed
to go scot-free. Perhaps, world leaders
have to work in mutiny to diplomat-
ically pressurise China for causing the
pandemic and the present situation.
On the contrary, China has called the
allegations xenophobic, which inval-
idates all possible actions undertaken

as of now. Further, the most difficult
part of the regime is to prove the delib-
erate intention of China in causing all
the trouble the world is in at present. 

In a nutshell, China has a strong
position to rescind all legal allegations
brought against it by world players,
including India. It is a very bleak
proposition to contemplate that China
will eventually compensate for the
major fallout and global recession
caused by its laxity and disregard for
the state of affairs. However, the legal
remedy of filing lawsuits seems to be
futile and superfluous without much
possibility of any fruitful upshot and
conclusion. Nevertheless, how good
the sequel stands will be eventually
proven, as and when the lawsuits
already instituted, are heard by the
judiciary, while the wise option would
be to avoid any bulging aspiration to
be accrued from the judicial reaction
to the legal battle. 

(The writer is Managing Partner at
KS Legal)
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London: Scientists have
demonstrated that two small,
stable antibody variants derived
from the South American
mammals llamas can neutralise
the novel coronavirus in lab-
cultured cells, an advance
which may lead to the devel-
opment of new therapeutics
against COVID-19.  

The study, published in
the journal Nature Structural &
Molecular Biology, noted that
the ‘nanobodies’ can prevent
infection with the novel coro-
navirus SARS-CoV-2 by block-
ing its interaction with the
protein ACE2, which it uses as

a gateway to enter and infect
cells.

According to the scien-
tists, including those from The
Rosalind Franklin Institute in
the UK, passive immunisa-
tion, which involves giving a
patient virus-neutralising agent
-- either from people previously
infected with SARS-CoV-2 or
purified antibodies -- can be a
useful therapy for COVID-19. 

They said antibodies
against the 2002-03 SARS pan-
demic virus could prevent
infection of cells by blocking
the binding of the virus’ spike
protein to ACE2.  PTI 

Terre Haute (US): A US district
judge on Monday ordered a new
delay in federal executions,
hours before the first lethal
injection was scheduled to be
carried out at a federal prison in
Indiana. 

The administration imme-
diately appealed to a higher
court, asking that the executions
move forward.

US District Judge Tanya
Chutkan said there are still legal
issues to resolve and that “the
public is not served by short-cir-
cuiting legitimate judicial
process.” The executions, pushed
by the Trump administration,
would be the first carried out at
the federal level since 2003.
The new hold on executions
came a day after a federal appeals
court lifted a hold on the exe-
cution of Daniel Lewis Lee,
which is scheduled for 4 pm
EDT on Monday. AP

Kabul: Taliban insurgents
launched a complex attack on
an intelligence compound in
northern Afghanistan on
Monday that began with a sui-
cide bombing and killed at least
11 intelligence agency person-
nel, officials said.

The attack took place in
Aybak, the capital of the
Samangan province. Sediq Azizi,
a spokesman for the provincial
governor, said another 63 peo-
ple were wounded in the attack
and the ensuing clashes.

A suicide bomber struck
the compound, followed by two
insurgents who opened fire.
Both were killed in the gunbat-
tle, Azizi said. The blast from the
initial bombing could be heard
miles (kilometers) away and
damaged several nearby build-
ings. Abdul Khalil Musadiq, a
provincial hospital chief, said
many of those wounded were
civilians, including children.

The Taliban claimed the
attack. The insurgents have

continued to regularly target
Afghan security forces despite
signing a peace agreement with
the US in February that was
intended to pave the way for an
end to decades of war.

On Sunday, the Taliban
attacked checkpoints in the
northern Kunduz province,
killing at least 14 Afghan secu-
rity forces, according to
Esmatullah Muradi, a
spokesman for the provincial
governor.

The Taliban said they were
behind the attacks but claimed
government forces fired mortar
shells in response, hitting civil-
ian homes — a claimed dis-
missed by the Defence Ministry.

The Taliban and govern-
ment forces have been trading
blame over a recent surge in
violence across Afghanistan
— even as efforts continue to
try and bring about the start of
direct peace talks between the
government and the insur-
gents. AP

Beijing: China on Monday
imposed visa restrictions on
some top US officials and politi-
cians in the latest tit-for-tat
response to America’s move to
sanction several Chinese offi-
cials for alleged human rights
abuses targeting ethnic minor-
ity groups in the Muslim-major-
ity Xinjiang province.

Foreign Ministry
spokesperson Hua Chunying
told the media here that the
behaviour of the US officials and
politicians, and visa ban on
some Chinese officials from
Uyghur Muslim dominated
Xinjiang province “severely
damaged China-US relations,”
and should be condemned.

Hua made the comments in
response to US sanctions and
visa restrictions on three senior
officials of the ruling Chinese
Communist Party from
Xinjiang for alleged human
rights abuses targeting Muslim
Uyghurs.

China has decided to
impose sanctions starting from
Monday against US
Congressional-Executive
Commission on China (CECC),

US Ambassador at Large for
International Religious Freedom
Samuel Brownback,
Congressman Chris Smit and
US Senators Marco Rubio and
Ted Cruz.

The CECC is headed by
Rubio, a vocal critic of China.

Announcing the ban on
US officials, Hua reiterated
“Xinjiang is entirely the internal
affair of China, and the US has
no right to interfere. The
Chinese government’s deter-
mination to protect its sover-
eignty, and crackdown against
terrorism, separatism and
extreme religious forces is
unshakeable.”

Hua said China would take
further measures based on the
situation. This is the first-time
China has banned top US politi-
cians in its retaliation to US
sanctions and visa bans on
Chinese officials from Xinjiang,
Tibet and over the new nation-
al security law in Hong Kong.

Beijing’s move comes days
after the US on Thursday
slapped sanctions on some
Chinese officials in-charge of
Xinjiang Uygur autonomous

region who were “believed to be
responsible for, or complicit in,
the unjust detention or abuse of
Uygurs, ethnic -Kazakhs and
members of other minority
groups in Xinjiang”.

The three officials banned
by the US are Chen Quanguo,
CCP Party Secretary of the
Xinjiang Uyghur Autonomous
Region; Zhu Hailun, Party
Secretary of the Xinjiang
Political and Legal Committee;
and Wang Mingshan, the cur-
rent Party Secretary of the
Xinjiang Public Security Bureau.

China has been saying it
would retaliate with similar
bans on US officials with “egre-
gious behaviours”.

Secretary of State Mike
Pompeo while announcing
sanctions on Chinese officials
in Xinjiang on Thursday said
“the United States is taking
action against the horrific and
systematic abuses in Xinjiang
and calls on all nations who
share our concerns about the
CCP’s attacks on human rights
and fundamental freedoms to
join us in condemning this
behaviour”. PTI
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Turkey and the European
Union clashed on Monday

over Ankara’s decision to
change the status of Hagia
Sophia from a museum to a
mosque and its continued
energy exploration in disput-
ed Mediterranean waters.

After their their first face-
to-face meeting in months,
the 27 EU foreign ministers
said that they “condemned the
Turkish decision to convert
such an emblematic monu-
ment as the Hagia Sophia,” EU
foreign affairs chief Josep

Borrell said.
“This decision will

inevitably fuel the mistrust,
promote renewed division
between religious communities
and undermine our efforts at
dialog and cooperation,” he
said after the meeting of EU
foreign ministers.

He said there was “broad
support to call on the Turkish
authorities to urgently consid-
er and reverse this decision.”
Hagia Sophia was originally
built in Istanbul as a Christian
cathedral, and the pope and
others have expressed their
sadness and criticism of the

move by President Recep
Tayyip Erdogan.

Greek Government
spokesman Stelios Petsas said
Monday that the EU was
“faced with a challenge and
insult” meted out by Erdogan.

Turkish Foreign Minister
Mevlut Cavusoglu hit back
and rejected international
intervention concerning its
decision to convert Hagia
Sophia back into a mosque.

“Hagia Sophia was left as
a legacy as a mosque and must
be used as a mosque,”
Cavusoglu told state broad-
caster TRT. 
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The postal voting for over
700,000 Sri Lankan officers,

who will be on duty on August
5 for the parliamentary polls,
began on Monday amidst spe-
cial security measures, follow-
ing a sudden spike in COVID-
19 cases in the country.

The voting will go on for 5
days with two days reserved
next week for those who fail to
cast their vote this week. Over
700,000 officers who will be on
election duty on August 5 are
eligible to cast their vote.

The election authorities

said the voting in the north
central town of Rajanganaya
was indefinitely postponed 
due to a COVID-19 threat.
According to the health 
officials, a cluster has been
forming in the area since 
last week with the infections
from a drug rehabilitation 
center at Kandakadu in
Polonnaruwa district.

Nearly 500 new infection,
including 70 students, were
detected from Kandakadu 
cluster. Around 600 close 
contacts of those who tested
positive have been sent for
quarantine. 

Beijing: Over 140 people have
died or are missing in the cat-
astrophic floods that have
been wreaking havoc in China
since last month, affecting
more than 37 million and
damaging 28,000 houses,
media reports said on Monday.

China’s State Flood
Control and Drought Relief
Headquarters upgraded the
emergency response for flood
control from level III to level
II on Sunday, as incessant
downpours continued across
vast stretches of the country.

Over 2.24 lakh people
have been relocated as China
faces “flood catastrophe” with
433 rivers in spate, testing the
strength of some of the water
barrages including the world’s
largest Three Gorges Dam.

The floods have affected
37.89 million people in 27
provinces, autonomous
regions and municipalities.
Since June, 141 people are
dead or missing, and 28,000
houses have collapsed,  state-
run CGTN quoted the
Ministry of Water Resources
as saying.  PTI

Washington: A Republican
governor rumoured to be eye-
ing a run for the White House
in 2024 said Sunday that the
GOP needs to be a “bigger tent
party” after President Donald
Trump leaves office.

Maryland’s Larry Hogan,
who has been known to break
with Trump, told NBC’s “Meet
the Press” that he doesn’t
“know what the future holds in
November.”

“But I know that the
Republican Party is going to be
looking at what happens after
President Trump and whether
that’s in four months or four
years,” Hogan said. 

“And I think they’re going
to be looking to, ‘How do we go
about becoming a bigger tent
party?’” The rebuke was a rar-
ity from Republicans, who have
largely been afraid to criticize
a president still popular with
the GOP rank-and-file despite
questions about how he has
handled the COVID-19 pan-
demic.

Hogan did not rule out
voting for Joe Biden, the
Democrat challenging Trump
in the November election. In
2016, Hogan wrote in the
name of his father, a former
Republican congressman from
Maryland.

“It’s a difficult choice,” he

said. “I think most people
would like to see something
different, and maybe we’ll fig-
ure that out in 2024.” 

The governor pointed to
his 2018 reelection as a model,
when he won in deep-blue
Maryland by almost 12 per-
centage points “by reaching
out, by trying to find that mid-
dle ground where people can
stand together” and by eschew-
ing “divisive rhetoric.” He also
noted that he did well with sub-
urban women, a group that
polls suggest has largely aban-
doned Trump. AP

New York: A top prosecutor for
special counsel Robert Mueller
has a book coming out this fall
about the two-year investigation
into the alleged ties between
Russia and the 2016 campaign
of President Donald Trump.

Random House announced

Monday that Andrew
Weissmann’s “Where Law Ends:
Inside the Mueller Investigation”
will be published Sept. 29. 

Weissmann, often the target
of criticism from Trump sup-
porters, is calling the book a
meticulous account of the

Mueller team’s probe and its
ongoing battles with the Trump
administration.

“I felt it was necessary to
record this episode in our his-
tory, as seen and experienced by
an insider,” he said in a state-
ment.  “This is the story of our
investigation into how our
democracy was attacked by
Russia and how those who
condoned and ignored that
assault undermined our abili-
ty to uncover the truth. My
obligation as a prosecutor was
to follow the facts where they
led, using all available tools and
undeterred by the onslaught of
the president’s unique powers
to undermine our work.

“I am deeply proud of the
work we did and of the unprece-
dented number of people we
indicted and convicted — and
in record speed. But the hard
truth is that we made mistakes.
We could have done more.
‘Where Law Ends’ documents
the choices we made, good and
bad, for all to see and judge and
learn from.”  Weissmann, who
worked as an FBI general coun-
sel under Mueller, gained
prominence as a prosecutor
investigating organised crime in
New York City and for his
leadership of a task force look-
ing into the Enron scandal. AP
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Afghanistan’s exports to
India will restart from July

15 through Wagah border as
part of Covid-19 management
mechanism with Pakistan,
Afghan Ambassador to
Pakistan Atif Mashal has tweet-
et. Pakistan had closed down
the Wagah border with India in
mid-March in the wake of the
coronavirus pandemic.

“At the special request of
the Government of Afghanistan
and with a view to facilitating
Afghanistan’s transit trade,
Pakistan has decided to resume
Afghan exports through Wagah
border crossing from July 15,
2020, after implementing Covid
related protocols,” the Foreign
Office (FO) of Pakistan said in
a statement. Pakistan’s Foreign
Office stated that with this
step, Pakistan has fulfilled its
commitments under the
Pakistan-Afghanistan Transit
Trade Agreement (APTTA).
Last month, Pakistan had
reopened the Torkham crossing
in Khyber Pakhtunkhwa
province, Chaman point in
Balochistan and Ghulam Khan
in North Waziristan to Afghan
traders.
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Moscow: The clinical trials of
the world’s first coronavirus
vaccine on volunteers has been
successfully completed at
Sechenov First Moscow State
Medical University, Sputnik
news agency reported quoting
an official.

The Sechenov First
Moscow State Medical
University began clinical trials
of the vaccine produced by
Russia’s Gamalei Institute of
Epidemiology and
Microbiology on June 18.

“Sechenov University has
successfully completed tests
on volunteers of the world’’s
first vaccine against coron-
avirus,” Vadim Tarasov, the
director of the Institute for
Translational Medicine and
Biotechnology, said. The first
group of volunteers would be
discharged on Wednesday and
the second on July 20, he
added.

According to Alexander
Lukashev, the director of the
Institute of Medical
Parasitology, Tropical and
Vector-Borne Diseases at
Sechenov University, the objec-
tive of this stage of the study
was to show the vaccine’’s safe-
ty for human health, which was

successfully done.
“The safety of the vaccine

is confirmed. It corresponds to
the safety of those vaccines that
are currently on the market,”
Lukashev told Sputnik.

The further vaccine devel-
opment plan is already being
determined by the developer’’s
strategy, including the com-
plexity of the epidemiological
situation with the virus and the
possibility of scaling up pro-
duction, Lukashev added.

“Sechenov University in a
pandemic situation acted not
only as an educational institu-
tion but also as a scientific and
technological research center
that is able to participate in the
creation of such important and
complex products as drugs ...
We worked with this vaccine,
starting with preclinical studies
and protocol development, and
clinical trials are currently
underway,” Tarasov noted. ANI
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Washington: The Republican
National Committee and
President Donald Trump’s
campaign say they have now
hired 1,500 field staffers, aim-
ing to convert their financial
advantage over Democrats into
votes in November.

Trump Victory, the joint
field effort of the two organi-
sations, announced Monday
the hiring of an additional 300
staffers set to hit 20 target states
by Wednesday in the largest
field operation over mounted
by a Republican. AP
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St. Petersburg (US): Florida
has shattered the national
record for the largest single-
day increase in positive coro-
navirus cases in any state since
the beginning of the pandem-
ic, adding more than 15,000
cases as its daily average death
toll continued to also rise.

According to state
Department of Health statis-
tics, 15,299 people tested pos-
itive, for a total of 269,811
cases, and 45 deaths were
recorded on Sunday.

California had the previ-
ous record of daily positive
cases — 11,694, set on
Wednesday. New York had
11,571 on April 15. AP
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Retail inflation rose by 6.09
per cent in June, mainly on

account of higher prices of food
items, the Government data
showed on Monday.

Food inflation in June
increased by 7.87 per cent,
according to Consumer Price
Index (CPI) data.

The inflation figures are
based on data collected from
limited markets in view of the
restrictions imposed on
account of coronavirus pan-

demic, the Ministry of Statistics
& Programme Implementation
said in a release. The data col-
lected, however, did not meet
the adequacy criteria for gen-
erating robust estimates of
CPIs at the state-level, it added.

The retail inflation
based on Consumer Prince
Index was 3.18 per cent in June
2019.

The Government had
released truncated CPI data for
April and May in the backdrop
of the lockdown to contain
COVID-19 pandemic.
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Traders’ body CAIT, which
has called for the boycott of

Chinese products, on Monday
said it has resolved for a
“Hindustani rakhi” next month
and dent China’s estimated Rs
4,000 crore of trade during the
festival. The Confederation of
All India Traders (CAIT)
would also hand over more
than 5,000 rakhis to Defence
Minister Rajnath Singh to be
further sent to soldiers guard-
ing the country’s borders.

The CAIT, which has
40,000 trade associations and
seven crore members across
India as its members, has
resolved for a “purely
Hindustani Rakhi festival” on
August 3 and dent China’s esti-
mated Rs 4,000 crore trade dur-
ing the festival, it said in a state-
ment. 

“This time any rakhi made
by China or any rakhi-related
product from China will not be
used! In order to encourage the
brave soldiers who are guard-
ing the borders of the country,
the women’s wing of the CAIT
will give 5,000 rakhis to
Defence Minister Rajnath
Singh for the soldiers,” the
traders’ body said.

The CAIT said that accord-
ing to an estimate a trade of Rs
6,000 crore takes place every
year in India on Raksha
Bandhan in which China alone
contributes about Rs 4,000
crore.

“Not only is finished rakhi
imported from China but also
rakhi-making products like
foam, paper foil, rakhi thread,
pearls, drops, decorative items
for rakhi are also imported.
Due to CAIT’s campaign to
boycott Chinese goods, no
Chinese goods will be used in
rakhi this year and we are
confident that China is set to
lose about Rs 4,000 crores of
business,” Sushil Kumar Jain,
the Delhi-NCR unit convenor
of the CAIT, said. He said the
CAIT has sent a message to all

its state chapters and other
major associations working in
all the states that Chinese rakhi
or related products should not
be sold.

“CAIT has also urged var-
ious state chapters to get peo-
ple working in raw settlements
in the cities, self-help groups of
women, women working in
anganwadis, small artisans and
others to make rakhis and sell
them in markets which will
also be a great help to people
of all these classes,” Jain said.

At the same time, CAIT
has also urged small scale
industries to make Rakhis
using Indian goods, he added.
The trade body said that its
women wing would also give
rakhis to soldiers posted at mil-
itary hospitals in each city of
the country.

The women wing of CAIT
in every city of the country, will
also tie rakhi to police person-
nel engaged in safety and secu-
rity of citizens thereby giving a
message that every person of
the country stands firmly with
the Army and the police force
of the country, the statement
said.
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The rupee settled on a flat
note at 75.19 against the US

dollar on Monday amid high
volatility in the domestic equi-
ty market.

The � traded in a narrow
range as investors awaited retail
inflation data for further cues,
forex dealers said. 

During the four-hour
trading session, the domestic
unit witnessed an intra-day
high of 75.08 and a low of 75.21
against the US $.

The rupee closed at 75.19
against the US dollar, up by just
1 paisa over its previous close.
It had settled at 75.20 against
the greenback on Friday.

While weak US currency
supported the local unit, for-
eign fund outflows and con-
cerns over rising COVID-19
cases weighed on investor sen-
timent, traders said.

Meanwhile, the dollar
index, which gauges the green-
back’s strength against a basket
of six currencies, fell 0.03 per
cent to 96.62.

Equity benchmarks Sensex
and Nifty came off the day’s

highs due to losses in financial
stocks. The BSE Sensex settled
99.36 points, or 0.27 per cent,
higher at 36,693.69 - giving up
about gains of 330 points from
its intra-day peak.

The NSE Nifty closed
34.65 points, or 1.15 per cent,
up at 10,802.70.

Foreign institutional
investors were net sellers in the
capital market as they sold
shares worth �1,031 crore on
Friday, according to provi-
sional exchange data. Brent
crude futures, the global oil
benchmark, fell 1.25 per cent to
USD 42.70 per barrel.

Meanwhile, the number of
cases around the world linked

to the disease has crossed 1.29
crore and the death toll has
topped 5.69 lakh.

In India, the death toll due
to COVID-19 rose to 23,174
and the number of infections
spiked to 8,78,254, according to
the Health Ministry. 

“Rupee consolidated in a
narrow range ahead of the
important inflation number
that will be released today
evening. 

Expectation is that it could
grow at 5.30 per cent in June
compared to growth of 5.84 per
cent in the previous month,”
said Gaurang Somaiyaa, Forex
& Bullion Analyst, Motilal
Oswal Financial Services.
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The DPIIT would soon
approach the Union

Cabinet to seek approval for
relaxing norms to allow up to
74 per cent foreign direct
investment (FDI) in defence
manufacturing under the auto-
matic route, with a view to
attract overseas players in the
sector, sources said.

They said the Department
for Promotion of Industry and
Internal Trade (DPIIT) has
discussed the matter with the
Defence Ministry.

The decision to permit up
to 74 per cent FDI in the
defence manufacturing
through the automatic route
was announced by Finance
Minister Nirmala Sitharaman
in May while announcing the
fourth tranche of the �20 lakh
crore stimulus package for the
coronavirus-hit economy. 

As per the current FDI pol-
icy, 100 per cent overseas

investments are permitted in
the defence industry - 49 per
cent under the automatic route,
while beyond that the govern-
ment approval is required.

In July 2018, the
Government had relaxed for-
eign direct investment norms
in the defence sector by allow-
ing up to 49 per cent FDI under
the automatic route. 

The move was aimed at
boosting domestic industry as
India imports about 70 per cent
of its military hardware.
According to the DPIIT data,

India’s defence industry has
received FDI equity inflows of
USD 9.52 million (�56.88
crore) during April 2000 and
March 2020.

Under the Government
route, foreign investors have to
take prior approval of the
respective Ministry/depart-
ment, while in the automatic
route, the investor just has to
inform the RBI after the invest-
ment is made.

Total FDI into India
increased by 18 per cent to
USD 73.45 billion in 2019-20.
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After being net seller of the
US currency in the first

month of this fiscal, the
Reserve Bank of India (RBI)
turned net purchaser in May as
it bought USD 4.363 billion of
the greenback on net basis,
according to RBI data.

During the month, the RBI
bought USD 4.663 billion from
the spot market while sold
USD 300 million.  In April, the
central bank had sold USD
1.142 billion US dollar on a net
basis.The central bank in May

2019 had bought USD 2.538
billion of the greenback on a
net basis. It had purchased
USD 5.118 billion and sold
USD 2.580 billion in the spot
market in May 2019.In FY20,
the central bank was net pur-
chaser of the US dollar at USD
45.097 billion. It had bought
USD 72.205 billion while sold
USD 27.108 billion in the spot
market. In the forward dollar
market, the outstanding net
sales at the end of May stood
at USD 1.958 billion, compared
to a sale of USD 1.739 billion
in April, the data showed.
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Non-financial services sec-
tor may witness up to 25

per cent fall in revenue and
business disruptions of up to 12
months on account of the
COVID-19 pandemic, says a
survey.

More than 200 leading
senior representatives from
organisations operating in the
non-financial services domain
in the country participated in
the Protiviti India’s Business
Resilience Barometer survey.

The survey, however,
noted strong revival initiatives
amidst fall in revenue and
business disruptions.
“Investments have to be clear-
ly prioritised and planned out
in augmenting the revival,”
said Nirmalya Gupta,
Managing Director, Protiviti
Member Firm for India.  Gupta
further said “industries would
go for cost optimisation around

their current/conventional
ways of operating in some of
the key business areas and cer-
tainly in the non-key areas and
use the resources and cash
available in more intelligent
and efficient initiatives under
the “new normal environment”.

As per the survey report,
human capital, support func-
tions and infrastructure costs
are likely to witness major cost
reduction. The survey reveals
there have been “strong revival
initiatives amidst fall in revenue
of up to 25% and business dis-
ruptions of up to 6 months for
financial services organisa-
tions”. 

Around 55% of organisa-
tions expect layoffs after the
lockdown ends and do not
expect hiring to revive before
at least 60 days, the survey said
adding that real estate and
construction industry is
expected to see the most lay-
offs.

���� ��������	

Mining giant Vedanta Ltd
on Monday said it has

launched the second phase of
its ‘meal for all’ programme
under which it would provide
meals to 38,000 daily wage
earners and their families
across Delhi, Mumbai and
Ahmedabad.

The programme will be
a week-long initiative with a
target of reaching 38,000 daily
wage earners and their families
in the three cities, the compa-
ny said in a statement.

The daily wage earners are
being provided with ration kits
consisting of daily essentials
such as rice, pulses, refined oil
and spices along with a pair of
slippers.  More than 11.08 lakh
meals were provided to daily
wage earners in the first phase
of the programme.
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Gold prices jumped �120 to
�49,960 per 10 gram in the

national capital on Monday fol-
lowing gains in global prices,
according to HDFC Securities.

In the previous trade, the
precious metal had closed at �
49,840 per 10 gram. Silver also
rose by �858 to �53,320 per kg
from � 52,462 per kg in the pre-
vious trade. In the international
market, gold was trading with
gains at USD 1,805 per ounce,
while silver was quoting at
USD 19.03 per ounce. “Gold
prices continued upside on
Monday on concerns over
surge in COVID-19 cases in the
world,” HDFC Securities Senior
Analyst (Commodities) Tapan
Patel said.
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The Telangana State
Innovation Cell (TSIC)

along with some leading incu-
bators and enablers here have
announced a programme to
support over 100 startups scale
up. Rejig.HydStartups is a
large-scale mentoring pro-
gramme for startups to rejig
strategy to pivot towards cus-
tomers and increased revenue
post-Covid-19.

As startups have been strug-
gling due to economic slow-

down caused by Covid-19, the
TSIC along with incubators,
like T-Hub, CIE-IIITH, IKP,
RICH and TiE, has designed
the initiative. The initiative
will support the ecosystem and
work with startups. 

A programme for strategy
rejig, followed by pitch prepa-
ration for equity funding, debt
or corporate market access will
be provided, according to a
release.
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Punjab National Bank pro-
poses to accelerate self-ser-

vice and focus on automation
with a view to optimise
processes, employees and
workplace and thus deal with
the challenges following the
outbreak of coronavirus, the
lender said in a message to
shareholders.

“The current crisis will
steer the banking industry to
remote working which is like-
ly to shape the cost structure in
the days ahead”, PNB’s MD and
CEO S S Mallikarjuna Rao said
in a letter to shareholders.

He noted that MSME,
agriculture, agro-based indus-
tries, healthcare, among others,
present ample opportunities
for growth and lending.

“The bank will accelerate
self-service and automation
initiatives through greater focus
on technology to foster opti-
misation of processes, employ-
ee and workplace,” he said.

Rao said 2019-20 started
with an overarching goal
towards ‘Year of Profitability

and Creating Value’, leaving the
adversities of the previous
financial year behind.

In the last financial year,
PNB’s operating profit
increased year-on-year by 13.4
per cent to �14,739 crore. After
a gap of two years, the bank
registered a net profit of � 336
crore for 2019-20.

On amalgamation of two
public sector banks - Oriental
Bank of Commerce and United
Bank of India - into PNB with
effect from April 1, 2020, Rao
said the amalgamation process
provides significant benefits
to PNB and its customers
besides providing scale and
growth.

“The amalgamation has
propelled the bank to the
position of the second largest
pubic sector bank in the coun-
try and will enable us to
realise operational, revenue
and cost synergies,” he told
shareholders. On way for-
ward for PNB, he said the
bank’s prime goal will be to
strengthen the balance sheet,
which will create a foundation
for sustainable profitability

going ahead.
“The bank will continue

its focus on asset quality man-
agement and capital improve-
ment in the post- pandemic
environment, apart from con-
tinuing the accelerated
momentum in recovery, prod-
uct leadership, technology, effi-
ciency, and small ticket lend-
ing,” Rao said.

Going forward, he said
PNB’s endeavour will be to
enhance value through multi-
pronged digital transforma-
tion strategy and greater focus
on better underwriting pru-
dence and risk controls.

He said the bank is con-
siderably strengthened with
the amalgamation. “As a bigger
entity, we have revamped our
products and delivery channels.
It is our mission to build a
global size, future-ready insti-
tution which will substantially
contribute to the country’s
growth,” Rao said.

He exuded confidence
that in its new avatar, PNB 2.0
will scale still greater heights
and contiune its growth tra-
jectory. 
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Finance Minister Nirmala Sitharaman on Monday
chaired a meeting to review the implementation of

the insurance scheme for health workers fighting Covid-
19, as announced under the Pradhan Mantri Garib
Kalyan Package (PMGKP).The meeting, through
video conferencing, was attended by senior officials
from Department of Financial Services, Ministry of
Health & Family Welfare and the New India Assurance
Company Ltd.A presentation was made by the
Chairman & Managing Director of New India
Assurance providing details about the highlight of the
scheme and its status of implementation as on date.

Officials from Ministry of Health & Family Welfare
provided an overview of the mechanism being followed
with states’ nodal authorities to expedite the claims, also
highlighting the issues being faced while reaching out
to the family of deceased as well as obtaining the legal
heir certificate.

Of the 147 intimations received till date, claim doc-
uments have been submitted for 87, out of which 15
have been paid, four approved for payment while 13 are
under examination.Further, a total of 55 claims have
been found ineligible out of which 35 claims fall out-
side the scope of the cover like police personnel, munic-
ipal workers not related to hospitals, people from
Education, Revenue Departments, etc. while another
20 claims submitted have the cause of death other than
Covid-19 like cardiac arrest, etc.
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Tech Mahindra has facilitated return
of over 210 of its employees and

their dependents stranded in the United
States due to COVID-19 induced lock-
down. 

A special chartered flight carrying
them took off on Monday from
Dallas/Fort Worth International Airport
and will land on Tuesday.  

The firm in a statement said it has
ensure the well-being and safety of our
entire employee, customer and partner
ecosystem which is critical in the col-
lective fight against this global pan-
demic.

“Bringing our US-based associ-
ates and their dependents back home
conveys our commitment towards our
core values of ensuring employees
safety first, and reiterates Tech
Mahindras ability to be adaptable and
agile in keeping mission-critical systems
on for global clients from anywhere in
the world, even during times of crisis,”
Tech Mahindra Managing Director
and Chief Executive Officer CP
Gurnani said.
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Different types of beer, wine, or malt liquor can have very dif-
ferent amounts of alcohol content. It’s important to know

how much alcohol your drink contains.  In the US, one standard
drink (or one alcoholic drink equivalent) contains roughly 14
grams of pure alcohol, which is found in: 4.2% alcohol content:
some light beers, 12 ounces of regular beer, which is usually about
5% alcohol, 5 ounces of wine, which is typically about 12% alco-
hol, 1.5 ounces of distilled spirits, which is about 40% alcohol.

The National Institute on Alcohol Abuse & Alcoholism
(NIAAA) defines moderate drinking as up to four alcoholic drinks
for men and three for women in any single day and a maximum
of 14 drinks for men and seven drinks for women per week. 

There are various health problems associated with alcohol
intake as depression, dementia, mental health problems, alco-
holic hepatitis, anemia, arrhythmias, cirrhosis, fatty liver, gout,
high blood pressure, nerve damage, seizures, stroke, chronic dis-
ease of the heart muscle, known as cardiomyopathy, some types
of cancer. All types of alcoholic drinks, including red and white
wine, beer, cocktails, and liquor, are linked with cancer. The more
you drink, the higher your cancer risk.

There is consistent evidence that alcohol is a carcinogen. 3.5
% of all cancer-related deaths were because of alcohol consump-
tion. 5.5 % of all new cancer occurrences and 5.8 % of all can-

cer deaths worldwide were
attributable to drinking alcohol.
But in spite of this only 13% of
people understand that cancer
is one of the health risks asso-
ciated with alcohol consump-
tion. Ignorance is a lot like alco-
hol. The more you have of it,
the less you can see its effect on
you. 

There is evidence that alco-
hol consumption increases the
risk of seven different types of
cancers — that of the mouth,
throat, voice box, esophagus,
bowel, liver and breast.
Whereas smoking is linked to
at least 15 types of cancer, the
most common being lung can-
cer.  It may also increase the risk
of cancers of the skin, pancreas
and prostate. Even low levels of
drinking (up to two drinks a
day) were associated with an 8
to 23 % higher risk of prostate

cancer when compared to no drinking. Alcohol is thought to be
the cause of between 5% to 11% of all breast cancer cases.

A recent BMC Public Health study suggest that the cigarette
equivalent of a bottle of wine is five cigarettes for men and ten
for women. The authors estimate that in non-smoking men, the
absolute lifetime risk of cancer-that is, the risk of developing can-
cer during one’s lifetime-associated with drinking one bottle of
wine per week is 1.0%. For women, it is 1.4%. Thus, if 1,000 men
and 1,000 women each drank one bottle of wine per week, around
10 extra men and 14 extra women may develop cancer at some
point in their life. In men, this risk appears to be associated pri-
marily with cancers of the gastrointestinal tract, whereas in
women, 55% of cases appear to be associated with breast can-
cer. The authors also found that drinking three bottles of wine
per week  — a level known to increase the risks of a wide range
of different health problems — was associated with an increase
of absolute lifetime cancer risk to 1.9% in men and 3.6% in wom-
eny. This is equivalent to smoking roughly eight cigarettes per
week for men and 23 cigarettes per week for women. 

We all know drunkenness is nothing but voluntary madness.
Drunk never looks good. So, please take a pause and think. Less
drinking more thinking. Try a big cup of sobriety — now that’s
a good stuff. Wake up with no hangover. 
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&2�A cherry is a stone
fruit. These tiny fruits are
loaded with Vitamins and
antioxidants that help in
reducing skin’s
signs of aging
and making
it look
fresh and
glowing.

It also
helps in reg-
ulating blood
p r e s s u r e
because of the high potassium
content. The phytosterols in
cherries help reduce bad cho-
lesterol levels.

They work wonders as
sleep stimulators. If you want
to have a good night’s sleep
then grab a cup of cherry juice
before going to bed and after

waking up in the morning.
Cherries are a good source of

melatonin, which
helps us regulate
our sleep cycles.
Cherries have
also been found

to help with
jet lag.

Sweet
c h e r r i e s
have a low

g l y c e m i c
index of 22

— lower than apri-
cots, grapes ,and peaches. This
makes them a better snack than
many other fruits, especially for
diabetics.

Furthermore, these small
berries are good enough to
keep you hydrated and ener-
getic throughout the day.

I
f you feel COVID-19 is a respi-
ratory disease then you need to
think again. As a day passes, it

has been emerging as the biggest
threat to trigger a huge range of
neurological disorders. Stroke, anx-
iety, confusion and fatigue are the
few names from the long list.
There are many instances when
people have complaint of chal-
lenges in staying focused, problems
with the memory and extreme
tiredness after the mild illness.

Neurological experts suggest
that earlier nobody realised that the
virus does cause problem in the
brain and after much analysis they
realised that there could be many
factors including lack of oxygen
flow to the brain, blood-clotting
and a hyper-inf lammatory
response of the immune system
that a patient might be going
through. However, it is still not
clear whether the novel virus itself
is affecting the brain too. Though
the recovery rate from the coron-
avirus infection has gone up, many
believe that getting back home
from the ICU is the beginning of
much neurological disorder that a
patient never had before.

There have been evidences
from the past that how a massive
lockdown had affected the brains
of the people. During the end of
World War I, a mysterious neuro-
logical syndrome known as
encephalitis lethargica appeared
and went on to affect more than a
million people worldwide. There is
limited evidence of its causes, and
whether the trigger was influenza
or a post-infectious autoimmune
disorder is still unknown. Some
patients had movement disorders
that looked like Parkinson’s disease,

which affected them for the rest of
their lives.

What researchers say?
Neurologists are working hard

to have a better understanding of
how coronavirus infection is affect-
ing their patients when various
researches have estimated that the
deadly virus is causing neurologi-
cal impact.  A recent researchers at
the University College London
(UCL) have studied the brain of 43
patients with confirmed or suspect-
ed COVID-19 infections who
developed neurological symptoms,
like inflammation, psychosis and
delirium. The scientists identified
10 cases of temporary brain dys-
function with delirium, 12 cases of
brain inflammation, eight cases of
strokes and eight patients with
nerve damage. Most of those with
inflammation were diagnosed with
acute disseminated
encephalomyelitis (ADEM), a rare
disease that the researchers said has
increased in prevalence during the
pandemic.

Whereas, when the research
was conducted in aged patients,
with an age group of 60 and above,
it has been seen that they didn’t
develop any respiratory problem
but with the neurological disorder
instead becoming “the first and
main” symptom of COVID-19.

Even a study in China, has
found out finds that the strokes,
altered consciousness and other
neurological issues are relatively
common in more serious cases of
COVID-19. They studied the 214
cases of severe coronavirus illness
treated in Wuhan city during the
early phase of the global pandem-
ic, doctors reported that 36.4 per
cent of patients displayed neurolog-

ical symptoms including disorien-
tation or confusion, headaches or
even seizure. Some even had
impairments in taste or smell

As the disease has been around
for a matter of months, we might
not yet know what long-term dam-
age COVID-19 can cause. Doctors
need to be aware of possible neu-
rological effects, as early diagnosis
can improve patient outcome.
We’ve already seen evidence that
COVID-19 can evoke an extreme-
ly strong immune response, which
is called a cytokine storm. During
a cytokine storm, the body over-
produces immune cells and pro-
teins to the point where they can
attack tissues, leading to blood clots
and organ failure in some cases. At
this point, there’s so little data on
these patients that these explana-
tions are only ideas.

We now need detailed studies
to understand the possible biolog-
ical mechanisms ... so we can
explore potential treatments. A
prospective, observational study
with a larger number of patients
that includes more specific neuro-
imaging and other diagnostic tests
is warranted for more conclusive
evidence. Research should focus on
if responses like the cytokine storm
can actually explain these neuro-
logical symptoms.

Similar to the UK, which has a
surveillance programme called
CoroNerve, India should also have
such program on an urgent basis so
that the physicians can report neu-
rological symptoms of COVID-19
with the hope of better understand-
ing the effect of the coronavirus on
the brain.
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M
onsoon is a welcome
change after the
scorching hot sum-

mer days. Unfortunately, it
brings with it a woe of prob-
lems not to mention diseases
like Dengue and Malaria.
Prevention is better
than cure. Here
is what people
need to do to
ensure that
their sur-
r o u n d i n g
and homes
are free from
mosquitoes.

The most
important thing to
keep in mind is to get
rid of all the water that has
been standing in tubs and
planters. Fill in fresh water. If
you use a cooler, drain out all
the water. Let it dry before you
fill fresh water.

Did you know that Tulsi

keeps the mosquitoes away?
Just keep shrubs of the plant at
the entrance door and win-
dows to keep the mosquitoes
at bay.

Camphor is another home
remedy that will help in

getting rid of mos-
quitoes. Close all

of the doors
and then light
c a m p h o r .
After about
30 minutes,
there won't
be any mos-

quitoes
Believe it or

not garlic is a great
way to get rid of the

peskies. Crush a few cloves and
boil them in water. Pour the
solution in a spray bottle and
spray it around. The solution
kills mosquitoes instantly.
Don’t worry, the house will not
reek of garlic.

Rains bring along a plethora of
diseases like dengue and malaria.

The adage ‘prevention is better
than cure’ can’t be truer when it

comes to these two illnesses.
ROSHAN DEVI shares tips that

can help keep the pesky pest away
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There are many arguments
regarding the best diet.

Nevertheless, health and well-
ness communities admit that
diets highlighting fresh, whole
ingredients and minimising
processed foods are excellent
for overall wellness of the body.

The whole-foods, plant-
based diet does just that.
Dropping the phrase “plant-
based diet” is in a buzz when
talking about nutrition these
days. But why is it so hot right
now? Because it focuses on
minimally processed foods,
specifically plants, and can
improve your health, boost
energy levels, and prevent
chronic diseases. Plant-based
diets also offer all the essential

protein, carbohydrates, fats,
vitamins, and minerals for
optimal health, and are also
higher in fiber and phytonutri-
ents. 

Plant-based VS vegan: 
The vegan doesn’t con-

sume any animal products,
including meat, eggs, milk,
dairy, and honey. Yet, a vegan
diet is not always as nutrition-
ally virtuous as a plant-based
lifestyle. The focus of vegan is
usually set to avoid animal
products, but the priority is not
set on unprocessed whole

foods based on plants.
On the contrary, fully

avoiding animal products
dosen’t mean following a plant-
based lifestyle (like a vegetari-
an or vegan). In fact for plant-
based eaters, animal proteins
can happily fit into the lifestyle,
yet they typically serve as more
of a supporting role to your
veggies and whole grains.
Therefore, a plant-based
includes not only fruits and
vegetables, but also nuts, seeds,
oils, whole grains, legumes,
and beans. Overall, plant-based

lifestyle is more of a flexible and
broad way of thinking about
nutrition and ingredient qual-
ity. Moreover, with a plant-
based diet, the focus is on sim-
ple, nutritious and whole foods.

So if you’re probably think-
ing that moving to a plant-
based diet sounds like a great
idea, but you don’t know where
to start. Don’t worry, we’ve got
you covered. 

Eat ample vegetables. At
lunch or dinner, fill half your
plate with vegetables at lunch
and dinner. Try to include
plenty of colours when picking
your vegetables. Enjoy vegeta-
bles as a snack with salsa,
hummus or guacamole.

Include whole grains for
breakfast: Start with quinoa,
oatmeal, buckwheat, or barley.
You can also add some nuts or
seeds along with fresh fruit.

Go for greens: Try a vari-
ety of green leafy vegetables
such as kale, collards, spinach,
and other greens every day.
Steam, grill, braise, or stir-fry
to preserve their nutrients and
flavour.

Besides all these, the most
effective and nutritious plant
based food is Hemp and hemp
seeds. It is because, they are one
of those few superfoods which
are incredibly healthy. 
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At this time, the world is facing the
COVID-19 pandemic, a crisis that has

never been seen before. Today, wearing a
mask is one of the most effective ways to
combat the spread of the virus. No mat-
ter wherever you go, the Government has
now mandated customers and visitors to
cover their mouth and nose with a mask
or any piece of clothing. Masks keep us off
from touching our face constantly. Which
is the  most common habit to spread this
deadly virus. Also, if someone is cough-
ing or sneezing, it provides a guard
against spreading droplets to get contact
with other individuals. But wearing the
mask for prolonged periods can cause a
lot of skin problems for many people.

Wearing face masks for a long dura-
tion can cause flare up of acne problems.
Sweat, oil and makeup are present on the
skin and when we cover them with a mask,
it becomes occluded. And when we
breathe into the mask, the humidity
develops in the mask, increasing the
chances of acne.

There has been an increase in cases of
perioral dermatitis. Moisture and vapour,
as well as any secretions such as saliva or
mucus, are trapped inside the mask. It acts
as an irritant dermatitis to the skin and
upset the natural balance of the skin layer
around the mouth. This results in rash-
es, redness, irritation and scaling around
the nose and mouth. Sometimes tiny pim-
ples or pustules appear in clusters around
the skin of the lips.

Humidity due to wearing masks for
longer duration makes the skin layer too
moist, trapping all this moisture inside the
mask. It is almost like diaper dermatitis.
But when the skin is in that moist envi-
ronment and then we take the mask off
and let the air out, then sometimes it can
become too dry also and cause dryness of
the skin with itching and redness.

There are many simple things we can
do to protect our face from the side effects
of wearing masks. Sometimes, it also
depends on the type of mask we are wear-
ing. If it’s a cloth mask, you need to wash
it on a regular interval.

�If you are at home, where not many
people are present, then avoid wearing
masks for extended periods of time.

�If your skin seems too much on the
dry side, use a gentle, hypoallergenic mois-
turiser. Don’t use something such as
witch hazel or rubbing alcohol that will be
even more irritating to the skin layer.

�Use a neutral cleanser, a mild soap
or good face wash to clean your skin.

�If you’re using disposable masks then
after using it, hang it up in a sunny place
to dry for a day or two before using it
again. 

�Consult a dermatologist if you do
not know how to manage your condition,
without waiting for it to aggravate.
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M
uslim society in India remains in
a state of denial when it comes to
nikah halala. The Quran allows

divorce twice. After that the spouses
either live together happily or divorce
gracefully. Nowhere does it allow marriage
with a pre-arranged date of divorce to a
new man only to go back to the former hus-
band.

Nikah Halala: Sleeping with a Stranger
by Ziya Us Salam is a probing exercise that
exposes the cycle of instant triple talaq fol-
lowed by a fake marriage, which too ends
with another instant triple talaq that
allows the woman to marry the former hus-
band. While the holy book does not men-
tion instant triple talaq, this tradition is
unique to the Indian subcontinent that
claims to bring squabbling couples togeth-
er but ends up making a mockery of the
faith and punishes women for the crimes
of men.

The first-ever book to talk of the sub-
ject, Nikah Halala presents the sordid real-
ity of mock marriages against the back-
ground of Quranic injunction on the sub-

ject and exposes the departure in practice
from the teachings of the holy book that
gives divorced women complete freedom
to follow their path.

An extract:

Islamuddin was not one to rest on his
laurels. Through one member of his grow-

ing circle of friends, he heard of a possi-
ble vacancy at a mosque in Bombay. It was
at Dharavi. The friend put in a good word
and Islamuddin started for Bombay. But
before that, he packed off his wife and chil-
dren to Sasaram. He was now single in the
big, bad city. He got the job all right but
found himself lost and overawed by the

pace of life. It was then that
an uncle of his friend,
through whom he got the job,
put his hand over his head.
He told him about what to
expect from worshippers,
how people often moved out
at the end of the prayer with-
out waiting for a collective
dua to begin. One day, he
came up with a proposal that
was to change how
Islamuddin looked at his wife,
his children and, indeed,
Islam itself. The uncle, clear-
ly in the late 50s, and mani-
festly prosperous, suggested
he marry a girl. Startled,
Islamuddin reminded him,
‘Aapko toh pata hai hum biwi-
bachche wale hain.’ (You
know, I am married with a
wife and kids.)

‘I know. I am only suggesting a one-
day nikah.

That is all,’ the uncle cleared the pic-
ture.

‘Is it not haram?’
‘You are like a son to me. Will I ask my

son to do anything haram? This is only to
help a fellow Muslim brother to save his
family. You will be helping a fellow Muslim
in distress,’ the uncle insisted, adding, ‘Her
husband might give you some nazrana.’
(Gift.)

‘Let me speak to my wife,’ Islamuddin
said.

‘What for? How will she know? If a
man wants, he can keep four wives. And
it is just for a day. You are a young man.
Your hair has not gone grey. Your wife is
sitting a thousand kilometres away...’ Uncle
was not about to give up.

‘But I have no place to bring a wife
here, you know that.’

‘Yes, I know. I will ask her former hus-
band to arrange a room in the vicinity or
a hotel.’ Uncle solved another problem.

Two days later, Islamuddin got mar-
ried. Again. Without his wife’s knowledge
or permission.

To whom?
‘I do not remember her name. She was

from Vapi, I think. It was in 1991 or early
1992.’ That is all he can recall in 2019.

A day later, he divorced her. The mar-
riage was consummated. Divorce effected
faithfully.

It was to be the first nikah halala of his
life. Neither before nor afterwards was he
sure of the religious validity of the act.

A couple of years later, in 1994, he mar-
ried another woman. ‘She was from Surat.
Her husband was well-educated. He used
to teach in a college in Jaipur, I remember.
He came with the proposal,’ Islamuddin

reveals.
‘To you directly?’
‘No, to the uncle. Nobody ever came

to me directly. It was always through that
uncle.’

Did uncle solemnise the nikah halala
himself?

‘Who else would do it? Something like
this is like charity. One hand should not
know what the other has given.’

Sometime in mid-1998, Islamuddin
was joined by his wife and children, effec-
tively putting an end or at least a comma
to his career as a halala husband.

‘Do not say that. It was always to help
out, to protect families. Otherwise, is there
a dearth of women for sex in a place like
Mumbai? I left my family more than 40
years ago but never touched a girl out of
wedlock.’ Fake wedlock, he might clarify.
Islamuddin, as we said, always looked for
avenues for growth. He learnt from anoth-
er friend in Mumbai that Dubai offers
much more money for the same job.

‘But for better chances to find an open-
ing, you will have to shift to Delhi. The
agents first come to Delhi. It is only if they
do not get qualified people there that they
go elsewhere,’ he was told.

Once again, Islamuddin packed off his
wife to Sasaram; his daughter and elder son
were anyway married and settled in
Sasaram and Patna respectively.

Once in Delhi, he found a job first in
Nizamuddin, then a little later at a small
mosque in central Delhi. He was paid bet-
ter, given accommodation too. Even as he
waited for a Dubai opening, a halala oppor-
tunity arose.

In July 2019, a man working in the
fashion industry had divorced his wife
through instant triple talaq. Some three
months later, he wanted her back. Once
again, through word of mouth, Islamuddin
was approached. This time he readily
agreed.

Will you not ask your wife?
‘No, no, it is not needed.’
‘Will you charge anything for it? How

much will be the mehr?’
‘Jo unke husband ki marzi ho, de dijiye-

ga.’ (Give whatever her husband wishes.)
We cannot stay here, I am old now. So the
nikah will have to be solemnised some dis-
tance away. And they will have to book a
room in a hotel and bear the expenses. But
what about the mehr?’

‘Woh bhi humein hi dena hoga?’ (I will
have to give that too?)

‘Yes, Sir. In Islam, marriage cannot be
solemnised without mehr.’

‘Yes, I know. Make it �500. But make
it fast. I might have to go to Dubai any day.
I want to finish your job before going.’

Islamuddin was a seasoned halala hus-
band.

Anniversaries, birthdays,
meeting long lost friends, no

mood for cooking — all were
good reasons to eat out, but
heading out to restaurants does-
n’t seem to be a viable option
these days amid the pandemic
scare. Isn’t it? However, that
does not mean that you miss out
on dishes that you savour. 

Most of the five star hotels
have tapped the delivery route to
dish out the favourites of their
patrons. In keeping with ITC
Hotels’ commitment towards
enhancing gourmet experiences,
the chain announced its partner-
ship with Zomato, food delivery
platform, to offer customers
responsible dining experiences in
the comfort of their home.
Zomato, as an online aggregator,
will not only enable ‘contactless’
deliveries on all pre-paid orders,
but will also provide patrons the
option of ‘takeaway menus’ via
this platform. The association
further strengthens the hotels’
pan India distribution footprint
for home delivery and takeaway.
This will widen the outreach of
the chain’s signature culinary
offerings to thousands of cus-
tomers.

The ten-year strong ethos of
‘Responsible Luxury’ under-
scores the chain’s culinary brands
and initiatives to present inno-
vative cuisine experiences while
adhering to superior standards of
food safety and hygiene. In keep-
ing with the same, the hotel has
introduced two unique gourmet
experiences — Gourmet Couch
and Flavours.  The former
encompasses a luxury dining
experience with exclusively
curated menus delivered at the
guest’s residence under stringent
‘WeAssure’ hygiene and safety

protocol. The latter showcases an
array of authentic global culinary
delights and also celebrates
indigenous flavours of the region

with the chain’s culinary initia-
tive — ‘Local Love’. Thus, diners
can enjoy the subtle flavours of
different cuisines, authentic to a

region and culinary style.
Anil Chadha, COO of ITC

Hotels, said, “We have always
showcased the finest culinary

traditions through our globally
acclaimed signature brands.
However, in a world where
change is the order of the day, it
has been our endeavour to
ensure our patrons continue to
enjoy their favourite cuisines
through an outreach dining
experience in the comfort and
safety of their homes. As part of
ITC Hotels, Responsible Luxury
initiative, the ‘WeAssure’ pro-
gramme follows a stringent

hygiene and safety protocol for
pan-India home delivery of food
to their valued guests. The col-
laboration with Zomato will fur-
ther assist us in responsibly
delivering our unique culinary
experiences using their advanced
distribution network across the
country.”

“ITC Hotels are known not
just for their luxurious hospital-
ity but also for their culinary
delights. We are glad to partner
with them. With the growing
trend of celebrations at home, we
believe that ITC’s exclusive
gourmet and indigenous food
offerings powered by our wide
on-ground delivery network will
offer great food delivery options
for consumers celebrating small
or large occasions. Zomato will
ensure that its safety measures
are well implemented in every
delivery,” added Mohit Sardana,
COO, Food Delivery, Zomato.

Zomato has implemented
eight Max Safety measures to
ensure utmost safety of food.
These measures include —
restaurants follow WHO prac-
tices; contactless delivery; both
restaurant staff and delivery
partners wear masks; tempera-
ture checks and sanitisation sta-
tions for both kitchen staff and
delivery partners and mandato-
ry use of Aarogya Setu app.
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The fight against COVID-19
continues to take place all

over the world. With most of us
homebound owing to the home-
sheltering and social restric-
tions, we have been able to
spend quality time with the fam-
ily.

For those with young chil-
dren, managing work from home
as well as keeping the little ones
occupied has been challenging.
Children are often bored at
home and wish to go out, play
and meet their friends, however,
that’s best restricted right now.
Thankfully, children do not seem
to have suffered serious illness-
es owing to this pandemic, but its
best to equip them with informa-
tion about the right way of safe-
guarding themselves against dis-
eases.

Parents have a major role to
play while teaching and inculcat-
ing these good habits. To make
optimum utilisation of the lock-
down, Dr Gurudutt Bhat,

Consultant Pediatrician, Fortis
Hospital Kalyan and Dr Jesal
Sheth,  Sr.  Consultant,
Pediatrician and Neonatal
Intensivist, Fortis Hospital
Mulund, suggest some habits
that you could gradually incul-
cate in your child:

�Hand-washing properly with
soap and water for at least 20 sec-
onds is the cornerstone of our
efforts to avoid all illnesses not
just COVID-19.
�Follow this with sanitisation of
hands multiple times a day.
�Follow social distancing while
visiting public places. This habit
will have to be practiced for a
long time to come.

�Always maintain a distance of
two metres or six feet between
yourself and the other individual
when you go out or even see your
friends.
�Always follow cough etiquettes,
which means that you cough or
sneeze in your elbow sleeves.
�The virus enters the body if we
touch our nose, mouth and eyes.
So always wear a face mask that
covers the nose and mouth while
outdoors and do not touch you
face. Do not remove your mask
or touch it till you reach home.
�Take bath if possible when
you come home, if not, wash
your hands thoroughly.
�Eat healthy, home cooked
immunity boosting food, includ-
ing vegetables,  fruits  and
legumes.
�Continue to be in touch with
their peers and family members,
not physically but by digital
means.
�Inculcate a habit of physical
activity comprising fun indoor

exercises.
�Proper use of the internet and
online tools with appropriate
use of child-safe tools must be
taught.
�Instill in them the habit of
reading, writing or following a
hobby of their choice
�This is the best time to get to
know your kids. Understand the
challenges that they might be fac-
ing. It is recommended to talk
about the importance of mental
health, especially during these
challenging times
�Pray and respect for all service
workers that are helping
COVID-19 patients.

While you are at home, make
the most of your time and teach
your children life lessons by set-
ting an example by things you
regularly do. It could be spiritu-
al, reading to them or even as
basic as dinner table discus-
sions.

—IANS
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M
anchester City’s two-year
UEFA ban from European
football has been overturned

by the Court of Arbitration of Sport
(CAS), the Lausanne-based court said
on Monday.

The CAS ruled that the English
Premier League runners-up did not
breach financial fair play (FFP) rules by
disguising equity funding as sponsor-
ship, and also imposed a lower �10 mil-
lion ($15.7 million) fine for failing to
co-operate with the continental football
governing body.

“The club welcomes the implica-
tions of today’s ruling as a validation of
the club’s position and the body of evi-
dence that it was able to present,” City
said in a statement.

The decision means Pep
Guardiola’s team will compete in next
season’s Champions League, for which
they have qualified by finishing second
to Liverpool in the Premier League.
They also lead Real Madrid 2-1 in this
season’s round of 16 after the away leg.

City were accused of deliberately
inflating the value of income from
sponsors with links to the Abu Dhabi
United Group, also owned by City
owner Sheikh Mansour, to avoid falling
foul of FFP regulations between 2012
and 2016.

The case against City was reopened
when German magazine Der Spiegel
published a series of leaked e-mails in
2018.

“Most of the alleged breaches
reported by the (UEFA) adjudicatory
chamber of the club financial control
body were either not established or
time-barred,” CAS said in a statement.

UEFA had ruled in February that

City had committed serious breaches
of FFP regulations and failed to coop-
erate with its investigation, handing
them a ban and a �30 million fine.

City denied any wrongdoing and
their appeal was heard over three days
by the CAS last month.

Without Champions League foot-
ball, the side could miss out on at least
£100 million ($175.3 million) in prize
money and broadcast revenue, as well
as match day and other income.

The FFP regulations are designed
to stop clubs running up big losses
through spending on players. They also
ensure sponsorship deals are based on
their real market value and are genuine
commercial agreements — and not
ways for owners to pump cash into a
club to get around the rules.

City cheered the decision that will
have huge ramifications on the club’s
finances and potentially the future of
Spanish manager Pep Guardiola and
star players such as Kevin de Bruyne
and Raheem Sterling.

“While Manchester City and its
legal advisers are yet to review the full
ruling by the Court of Arbitration for
Sport, the club welcomes the implica-
tions of today’s ruling as a validation of
the club’s position and the body of evi-
dence that it was able to present,” City
said in a statement.

Since Sheikh Mansour’s takeover 12
years ago, City’s fortunes have been
transformed from perennially living in
the shadow of local rivals Manchester
United to winning four Premier League
titles in the past eight years among 11
major trophies.

Last Saturday, they secured quali-
fication for the Champions League for
a 10th consecutive season with a 5-0
win at Brighton.
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Dominic Solanke scored
twice as Bournemouth’s bid

for Premier League survival was
boosted by a 4-1 victory over
Champions League-chasing
Leicester, which was reduced to
10 men.

They were the striker’s first
goals since joining from
Liverpool in January 2019
after failing to score in his
38 previous league
appearances.

At Dean Court,
Leicester scored after 23
minutes as Jamie Vardy
bagged his 23rd league
goal of the season to
extend his lead in the Golden
Boot race.

But Bournemouth turned
the game on Sunday in its favor
during a two-minute spell which
saw Leicester lose a player.

In the 66th minute, Leicester
keeper Kasper Schmeichel boot-
ed a goal-kick into Wilfred
Ndidi’s back, forcing his team-
mate to trip Callum Wilson.

Junior Stanislas stepped up
to score the resulting penalty and
101 seconds later Dominic

Solanke’s weak shot trickled
under Schmeichel’s woeful
attempt to save.

Leicester defender Caglar
Soyuncu sent off for kicking
Wilson as he attempted to
retrieve the ball from the net
after Solanke’s goal.

Bournemouth’s luck was in
and Stanislas’s strike went in off

Leicester’s Jonny Evans
for an 83rd-minute own
goal before Solanke’s
composed finish made it
four in the 87th minute.

Bournemouth’s first
win in 10 games, a
drought stretching back
to February 1, moved
them to within three

points of 17th placed Watford,
with three games left for all the
teams in the relegation fight.

Fourth-placed Leicester will
drop to fifth if Manchester
United beat Southampton on
Monday, leaving their hopes of
Champions League qualification
in danger.

“I didn’t see that coming but
we are not good enough to get
too comfortable. We will finish
where we deserve to,” Leicester
manager Brendan Rodgers said.
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The FIFA U-17
Women’s World

Cup will be held behind
closed doors only in
the worst-case scenario,
All  India Football
Federation general sec-
retary Kushal Das said
on Monday amid a con-
tinued rise in the coun-
try’s Covid-19 case
count.

Already postponed
once, the tourney is to
be held from February
17 to March 7 next year
as per the revised
schedule.

“In the worst case
scenario, we will have to
do it behind closed
doors and that will be a
pity (especially after the
grand success of the

men’s U-17 World Cup
in 2017), but human
lives are of course most
important,” Das said.

The pandemic has
so far claimed more
than 22K lives with the
number of positive cases
crossing 8.5 lakh.

The camp for the
tournament is likely to
begin in August with
Jharkhand emerging as
the frontrunner to be
the host. The state’s chief
minister Hemant Soren
has taken it upon him-
self to play host.
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Paris Saint-Germain routed
second division Le Havre

in a friendly on Sunday
remarkable not for the 9-0
score, but because it drew the
biggest crowd for a match in
one of Europe’s Big Five foot-
ball nations since early March.

The French Government
relaxed the health protocols
before the weekend to allow
for a total attendance of 5,000,
including players, journalists
and staff, at games and while
the match at Le Havre was not
the first to be played, the oth-
ers involved only lower-divi-
sion clubs.

For the game at Le Havre,
the tickets, priced between 30
euros ($34) and 60 euros, sold
out in six minutes.

“It is a victory for French
football, sport in general,” said
outgoing Sports Minister
Roxana Maracineanu who was
at the match.

“I am delighted that foot-
ball in France can resume in
a popular way, with more
people in the stadiums. It is the
only country in western
Europe to be able to do this.”

Unlike Germany, England,

Italy and Spain, France aban-
doned its league season in the
face of the coronavirus pan-
demic, but when the other
four countries resumed their
leagues, they did so behind
closed doors.

Although social distanc-
ing rules were in place, fans
took a few liberties once they
were in the 25,000-capacity
Stade Ocean on Sunday.

On the field, Neymar and
Mauro Icardi each scored
twice and Kylian Mbappe once
before PSG made 10 changes
leading 5-0 at half time.

Pablo Sarabia, with two,
Idrissa Gueye and Arnaud
Kalimuendo scored in the
first 15 minutes of the second
half to complete the rout as
PSG started to warm up for
a busy few weeks in late July
and early August.

PSG are due to play Saint-
Etienne in the French Cup
final on July 24 and Lyon in
the French League Cup Final
on July 31 before resuming
their Champions League cam-
paign away to Atalanta on
August 12.

Both French finals will be
at the 80,000-seat Stade de
France in Paris.

���'��2 AC Milan kept their
hopes of European football
alive on Sunday with a 2-2
draw at Napoli that leaves
them with a strong chance of
reaching the Europa League.

Franck Kessie’s penalty
17 minutes from time gave
Milan a battling point in
Naples after Giovanni Di
Lorenzo and Dries Mertens
had put the hosts deserved-
ly ahead with an hour gone.

The draw leaves Napoli
in sixth place and the final
Europa League spot, but as
Gennaro Gattuso’s side have
already qualified for the
competition’s group stage by

winning the Italian Cup, sev-
enth place currently offers a
place into the qualifying
rounds.

Milan, who are two
points and one place behind
Napoli, are favourites to take
the third spot in the Europa.

“When you get results
and put in strong perfor-
mances against this kind of
opponent, it really boosts
your confidence,” said Milan
coach Stefano Pioli.

Theo Hernandez gave
the away side the lead against
the run of play with 19 min-
utes gone when he met Ante
Rebic’s brilliant cross with a
thumping volley, but Napoli
responded brilliantly to
going behind.

They were deservedly
level 14 minutes later thanks
to a fizzing free-kick delivery
from Lorenzo Insigne which
Gianluigi Donnarumma pat-

ted out to Di Lorenzo, who
tapped home.

Mertens put the hosts
ahead on the hour mark
when he met Jose Callejon’s
low cross with a shot that
was def lected past
Donnarumma by Alessio
Romagnoli.

From there it looked
like there would only be
one winner but they were
given the perfect chance to
equalise when Nikola
Maksimovic brought down
Giacomo Bonaventura in
the area. Kessie made no
mistake from the spot, rifling
his finish past David Opsina.
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Sevilla all-but secured Champions
League qualification by beating rele-

gation battlers Real Mallorca 2-0 on
Sunday in La Liga.

Lucas Ocampos scored a first-half
penalty before Youssef En-Nesyri added
a second late on to move Sevilla nine
points clear of fifth-placed Villarreal.

With three games left and the supe-
rior head-to-head, Villarreal are not
mathematically out of contention but
they would have to take maximum
points and see Sevilla lose both of their
remaining matches.

“Champions League qualification
was our objective,” said
Sevilla’s Fernando Reges.

“We are very close
and now we just have
some small steps left to
make it.”

Finishing in the top
four would be an impres-
sive achievement for
Sevilla and their coach Julen Lopetegui,
who took over last year following his
nightmares in charge of Spain and Real
Madrid.

They could even yet
finish third, given
they sit level on
points with
Atletico Madrid.

Defeat dam-
ages Real

M a l l o r c a’s
f a d i n g
hopes of
avoiding
r e l e g a -

tion.
They remain

three points
behind Alaves,
who have a supe-
rior record head-
to-head and a

game in hand
against Getafe on
Monday.

$�''���-�2New Zealand’s
top cricketers returned to
squad training on Monday
at the country’s High
Performance Centre in
Lincoln after a prolonged
break caused by the Covid-
19 pandemic.

In a statement issued
on Monday, New Zealand
Cricket (NZC) announced
that six national camps
will be conducted till
September. 

“New Zealand’s top
male and female crick-
eters will return to squad
training at the NZC High
Performance centre in
Lincoln this week, in the
first of six national camps
scheduled for the coming
winter months,” read the
release from NZC.

“The South Island and
Wellington based BLACK-
CAPS and WHITE

FERNS will train at the
Canterbury hub this week,
while a larger second camp
for players further North
will commence at Bay
Oval in Mount Maunganui
from July 19,” it added.

The male players who
trained on Monday were
Tom Latham, Henry

Nicholls, Matt Henry and
Daryl Mitchell. Skipper
Kane Williamson will be
part of the batch that will
start training next week in
Mount Maunganui.

New Zealand’s
women’s team’s official
Twitter handle posted pic-
tures of the players train-

ing in Lincoln. The men’s
team players trained in
the second half of the day.

New Zealand’s first
camp in Lincoln will get
over on July 16. It will be
followed by training
camps in August (10 to
13) and September (dates
not yet decided). PTI
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England’s batting continues to
remain their “nemesis” despite

the focus being on stand-in cap-
tain Ben Stokes’ questionable
decisions in the opening Test
against the West Indies, feels for-
mer skipper Nasser Hussain.

Questions were raised even
before the match began as senior
pacer Stuart Broad was dropped
from the crucial encounter. Stokes
then handed the visitors the ball
after winning the toss under grey
skies, resulting in England being
bowled out from 204 in the first
innings.

“Let’s not get lost with the
Broad issue or the toss issue.
England having batted first were
bowled out for 204 — that is still
their nemesis,” Hussain was quot-
ed as saying by Sky Sports.

“They did well in South
Africa, but in England, against the
Dukes ball, they often find them-
selves 20-3, 30-3, and without

Root in the side this week that was
a nightmare. That is still the
issue for England,” he added.

The two teams head to
Manchester to play the second
Test of the three-match series,
starting on Thursday, and Hussain
feels England need to replicate the
series-winning batting perfor-
mance they put up earlier this year
against South Africa.

“They are going to a good
surface at Old Trafford. Root is
back and they have to bat like they
did in South Africa this winter
and at points in New Zealand. Not
by being 204 all out.”

Hussain said maybe England
underestimated West Indies, cit-
ing that had it been the Ashes,
Broad would have been a definite
starter.

“All I would say about Broad
is that if this had been the first Test
of an Ashes series, would he have
been playing. I would say, yes, 100
per cent? So why wasn’t he play-
ing against the West Indies?”

“Was it because we underes-
timated West Indies and took
them lightly? They hold the
Wisden Trophy — we have under-
estimated them in the past and
they have beaten us, so why do it
here?”

Hussain said the West Indies
played “exceptional cricket” and
the win will boost heir confidence
heading to Manchester.

“It’s great for West Indies on
so many different levels. They
deserve it for coming over to
England (amid the coronavirus
pandemic) and doing what they
have had to (quarantine and be in
a bubble).

“Winning like that was
absolutely phenomenal — and
that’s why it was an important
win. Imagine doing all that and
then losing after bossing this
game. They would then have dri-
ven up to Manchester thinking
‘we have done all the right things
and we are 1-0 down’,” Hussain
added. 

	��
�2 Manuel Pellegrini’s main
goal in his new coaching job with
Real Betis is to make the Spanish club
a regular in European competitions. 

Pellegrini was officially intro-
duced as Betis’ new coach on
Monday after signing a three-year
deal that will begin next season. 

“This is a team that has to be
fighting for European competitions,”
the Chilean coach said. “It needs it
as an institution and it will be my
main objective to help the club take
that leap and achieve better results
on the field.”

Pellegrini helped Villarreal
thrive in Europe more than a decade
ago, making it to the Champions
League semifinals in 2006 and quar-
terfinals in 2009. He also led the club
to a runner-up finish in the Spanish
league in 2008.

“If they told me before arriving
at Villarreal that we would play in
the semifinals and quarterfinals of
the Champions League, or that we
would finish second in La Liga,

people would have said that that
was crazy,” the 66-year-old
Pellegrini said.

Betis  last  played in the
Champions League in 2005-06. It
made it to the Europa League in
2013-14 and 2018-19.

Pellegrini said he hoped to
achieve with Betis the same success
he had with his previous clubs in
Spain.

“I'’m convinced that Betis has
a squad with a lot of quality and
that can achieve great things,”
Pellegrini said. “I will try to help
with my experience to try to get
the most out of the team.” AP

Man City free to play Champions League
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'-��-�2�Manchester City’s success in
overturning its Champions League
ban on Monday has huge ramifica-
tions on the Premier League and the
remaining two teams that will quali-
fy for Europe’s top club competition.

Chelsea, Manchester United and
Leicester — and maybe
Wolverhampton Wanderers and
Sheffield United, too — are now
fighting for two qualifying spots
instead of three with two weeks of the
season remaining.

The fight for a top-five finish has
reverted back to needing to be in the
top four to join champion Liverpool
and City, already secured in second
place, in earning tens of millions of

dollars in UEFA prize money next sea-
son.

The most concerned team is like-
ly to be Leicester.

In the top four since September —
and, in December, even looking like
the most realistic title challenger to
Liverpool — Leicester has imploded,
collecting only two wins from its last
11 league games stretching back to the
end of January.

After losing to relegation-threat-
ened Bournemouth 4-1 on Sunday,
Leicester will find itself in fifth place
if Man United beats Southampton on
Monday.

United appears much more like-
ly to secure a top-four finish and

return to the Champions League after
a season’s absence.

With four straight wins ahead of
the Southampton game, United is the
form team in the league and also has
the most benign remaining schedule
with upcoming matches against
Crystal Palace and West Ham before
what could be a winner-takes-all
game game at Leicester on the final
weekend of the season.

Making it all the more intriguing
is the fact that another final-day
match is between Chelsea and Wolves.

Chelsea is currently in third place,
one point ahead of Leicester, but will
drop into fourth if United beats
Southampton. AP
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U-17 WWC will be held behind closed
doors in worst-case scenario: AIFF

��$� ��'�2� The All
India Football
Federation plans to go
ahead with the 2020-
21 I-League season
even if the clubs’ star
foreign recruits are
unable to make it due
to the coronavirus-
forced travel restric-
tions.

I n t e r n a t i o n a l
flights remain sus-
pended since March

owing to the Covid-19
pandemic.

“The league must
go on even if without
foreigners. But there
are other people
including the league
committee chairman,
Mr Subrata Dutta
(who will also be need
to be on same page),”
AIFF general secre-
tary Kushal Das said
on Monday. PTI
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