
����� ��������	
���

Prime Minister Narendra
Modi on Friday morning

sprang a major surprise by
visiting Ladakh and sent a
terse message to China that the
era of “expansionism” is over ,
asserting that India’s quest for
peace should be not be mis-
construed as a sign of weak-
ness.

As the Line of Actual
Control (LAC)in Ladakh
remains tense for the seventh
week, the Prime Minister also
paid tributes to 20 Indian
Army personnel who were
killed in a bloody skirmish with
the Chinese on June 15 in the
Galwan valley.

Addressing the troops in
the forward areas of Nimu at a
height of 11,000 feet in Ladakh,
he said the era of expansionism
is over and that India’s enemies
have seen the “fire and fury” of
its Armed forces. Tales of the
bravery and valour of the
Armed forces are echoing in
every part of the country, he
said in an obvious reference to
the fight put up by the Indian
soldiers in free for all on June
15.

The Prime Minister said
the world has taken note of
India’s strength due to the
“exemplary bravery” of the
Armed forces in the recent
weeks, adding history is proof
that expansionists have either
lost or perished.

“The era of expansionism
has come to an end. This is the
era of development... History
has proved that expansionist

forces have either lost or were
forced to turn back,” he said,
without directly naming China.
Incidentally, the Leh-based 14
Corps is also known as “fist and
fury.”

Modi further said, “Your
courage is higher than the
heights where you are serving
today. When the safety of the
country is in your hands, then
there is a belief. Not only me,
but the entire nation believes in
you. We all are proud of you.” 

He was accompanied by
Chief of Defence Staff (CDS)
General Bipin Rawat and Army
Chief Gen MM Naravane. 

In his address, Modi spoke
at length about how the virtues

of peace, friendship and
courage have been a part of
India’s culture since time
immemorial. He recalled that
India has always given a befit-
ting reply to anyone who has
tried to disturb the prevailing
atmosphere of peace and
progress.

The Prime Minister
affirmed that India is commit-
ted to peace and friendship but
this commitment to peace
should not be seen as India’s
weakness.

Today, India is becoming
stronger, be it in naval might,
air power, space power and the
strength of our Army, he said,
adding modernisation of

weapons and upgrading of
infrastructure have enhanced
the country’s defence capabil-
ities manifold.  

Lahore: At least 20 Pakistani
Sikh pilgrims returning from
Nankana Sahib were killed when
driver of  mini-bus they were
travelling reportedly tried to
take a short cut to avoid a shut
railway crossing and rammed
vehicle into a passenger train in
Pakistan’s Punjab province on
Friday. The mini-bus carrying
around 26 Sikh pilgrims, all
from Peshawar, hit Shah Hussain
Express which was coming from
Karachi to Lahore at a crossing
near Sheikhupura around 1.30
pm. Detailed report on P8
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An ill-planned police raid to
arrest a notorious history-

sheeter Vikas Dubey from his
residence in Kanpur’s Bikaru
village went awry as the cops
were ambushed by the gan-
glord’s henchmen leaving a
Deputy SP, three sub-inspec-
tors and four constables dead
in the wee hours of Friday.
Several teams have been
formed and forensic and elec-
tronic surveillance teams,
along with STF and ATS offi-
cials, have been pressed into
service to track down the
prime accused and his aides
who managed to escape, tak-
ing advantage of the dark.

Seven other police per-
sonnel, including a Station
House Officer Vinay Tewari,
and a Home Guard, suffered
gunshot wounds and are being
treated at a Kanpur hospital
where the condition of four
was stated to be serious.

Dubey is involved in 60-
odd heinous crime cases and
being a gram pradhan and zila
panchayat chairman, his crim-
inal activities are spread up to
Allahabad, Gorakhpur and
Kanpur Dehat. He is a known
for extorting money from
businessmen and traders.

Also, he is accused of
killing BJP leader Santosh
Shukla (State Minister rank) in
Sheoli police station on
November 11, 2001. He had
been arrested by police in this
case but during trial, as most
of the witnesses turned hostile,
he was acquitted. 

According to reports,
police teams from Bithhoor
Chaubeypur and Shivrajpur
led by Circle Officer of Bilhaur,
Devendra Misra, reached
Bikru village in Chaubepur
police circle to arrest Dubey
around 12.30 am on Friday.

To thwart the force team,
Dubey and his aides placed a
JCB machine about 30 metres
from his house. As officers and
personnel alighted from their
vehicles and approached the
house, they faced a hail of bul-
lets fired from sophisticated
rifles and handguns from
rooftops.

The indiscriminate firing
resulted in the death of
Devendra Misra, Station

Officer of Shivrajpur Mahesh
Chandra Yadav, Mandhana
outpost incharge Anoop
Kumar Singh, sub-inspector
Nebu Lal, constables Sultan
Singh, Rahul, Bablu and
Jitendra.

Those who suffered gun-
shot wounds were identified as
SHO of Bithoor, Kaushlendra
Pratap Singh, constables Ajay
Singh Senger, Ajay Kashyap,
Shiv Murat Nishad of
Chaubepur police station, sub-
inspectors Sudhakar Pandey
and Vikas Babu and
Homeguard Jairam Patel.

In the ensuing melee, the
assailants looted a rifle and
two pistols from the police
team.

����� ��������	

In a move that has raised eth-
ical questions, the Indian

Council of Medical Research
(ICMR) has asked Bharat
Biotech India Ltd to expedite
the clinical trials for their joint-
ly developed covid-19 vaccine
“Covaxin” to be ready by next
six weeks to be launched on an
Independence Day.

It was only on Monday, the
DCGI had approved the com-
pany’s application to conduct
the phase I and II clinical trial
of its vaccine candidate.

In his letter written on

July 2, ICMR Chief Dr Balram
Bhargava, urged the institu-
tions, specifically 12 hospitals
and research centres around
the country,  to begin enrolling
participants for the clinical
trial no later than July 7, and to
have the vaccine ready for
“public health use”, which pre-
sumably means use by doctors,
by August 15.

Currently, there are around
150 vaccine candidates in trial
across the world. The first vac-
cine globally that went into
human trials was US-based
Moderna Inc’s RNA vaccine in
April, and the vaccine is still in

its second phase.However, Dr
Balram Bhargava sounded as a
man in the haste. The ICMR
chief said, “in view of the pub-
lic health emergency due to
Covid-19 pandemic and
urgency to launch the vac-
cine, you are strictly advised to
fast track all approvals related
to initiation of the clinical trial
and ensure that the subject
enrollment is initiated no later
than 7 July 2020.”“It is envis-
aged to launch the vaccine for
public health use latest by 15
August 2020 after completion
of all clinical trials. BBIL is
working expeditiously to meet

the target, however final out-
come will depend on the coop-
eration of all clinical trial sites
involved in this project,” said
the letter written to Bharat
Biotech chairman and manag-
ing director Krishna Ella and
senior vice-president Krishna
Mohan.

Incidentally, just two days
ago Bharat Biotech chairman
and managing director Krishna
Ella had told TV channel that
he could expect to launch the
vaccine only by year end at the
earliest and that too if the gov-
ernment waved off the manda-
tory  third stage trial.
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She was probably one of our
first women to be called
“Masterji” in the gendered

matrix of Bollywood, the term
commanding respect for the
craft that she had perfected
rather than the person she was.
Choreographer Saroj Khan, who
died after a cardiac arrest yes-
terday, changed the contours of
popular dance as we knew it and
ensured that the film industry
rated her the same way they
would a music director and not
consign her to the credits of
being a dance instructor/train-
er. And she became a much big-
ger cultural phenomenon before
youtubers and TikTok influ-
encers copied her footprints.

For the life of me, I am yet to
understand why back in the day,

the canteen at Presidency College,
Kolkata, that would pride itself in
following Kurt Cobain and the
like, so breezily embrace Ek Do
Teen. Not so much for Madhuri,
whose cute smile and sensuous
eyes had boys rooting for her but
the entire dance sequence she
executed and what it represent-
ed. Everybody would line up free
tables, join them, sing the song
while a boy or girl would mimic
the steps on the temporary plat-
form. 

Gender didn’t matter, nor did
the absence of beer as students
cheered with their cups of sugary
tea. It was about being footloose
and fancy-free, not worrying
about whether you could do the
steps or not. Needless to say, no
other Hindi song was allowed to
be played with such gusto.

And if Madhuri Dixit

became the nation’s “dhak dhak”
girl, much of that credit would
have to go to Saroj Khan. If
Sridevi made the blue sari the
immaculate benchmark of sex
appeal, that originality, too,
should be attributed to her.
Bollywood had many male
choreographers who played up
the stereotypical requirement of
projecting the film’s heroine —
back then nobody used the term
“female lead” — as the ultimate
object of desire with gyrating
thrusts  and over-the-top expres-
sions, the come-hither eyes and
the not so suggestive and in-your-
face gestures and pouts. But
Khan changed all that, drawing
you in but leaving a lot to your
imagination. Even when the
lyrics alerted the moral police of
the time. Who can forget
Madhuri’s dance number Choli

Ke Peeche Kya Hai, the enactment
of a girl’s desire to find somebody
who would prize her heart over
her body. 

And for all the censorship
demands of a depraved culture
police, the sequence actually was
executed artistically, Khan over-
powering the physicality of the
composition with a felt ardour
through Madhuri’s expressive
eyes. In that sense, she retained
the old world classicism she was
trained in. But she also kept up
with the times.

As the winds of liberalisa-
tion swept through, bringing the
Western popular dance forms
closer home via MTV, she broke
out of her comfort zone and gave
us Tamma Tamma Loge, 
picturised on Madhuri 
and a dance-challenged Sanjay
Dutt in Thaanedar.
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Taking exception to Prime
Minister Narendra Modi’s

remarks on Friday on “expan-
sionism” in an obvious refer-
ence to intrusions into Ladakh
from across the Line of Actual
Control (LAC), China
responded by saying it is
“groundless” to view Beijing as
“expansionist”.

“China has demarcated
boundary with 12 of its 14
neighboring countries through
peaceful negotiations, turning
land borders into bonds of

friendly cooperation. It’s
groundless to view China as
“expansionist”, exaggerate and
fabricate its disputes with
neighbours,” said Ji Rong,
spokesperson of the Chinese
Embassy in India.

This response came short-
ly after Modi in a surprise visit
to Ladakh without referring to
China said the era of “expan-
sionism” is over.

In Beijing, the Chinese
Foreign Ministry spokesperson
Zhao Lijian said in reaction to
the Prime Minister’s visit to
Ladakh that “China and India
are in communication with
each other through military
and diplomatic channels.
Neither side should make any
move that may complicate the
border situation.”

Meanwhile, China said
“artificial blocks” to bilateral
cooperation would harm India’s
interests and that the two coun-
tries should work together to
uphold peace in their border
region. Beijing will take neces-
sary measures to uphold the
rights of Chinese businesses in
India, a spokesman for the
Foreign Ministry in Beijing
told a news briefing.

His comments came after
India banned 59 apps, includ-
ing TikTok, citing a threat a
national security and as Modi
visited Ladakh.

In his monthly radio
address Mann ki Baat , the
Prime Minister had said,
“Those who eyed Indian terri-
tory in Ladakh have received a
befitting response.”

China has warned that
India’s ban on China-linked
apps amounts to a violation of
WTO rules.
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Prime Minister Narendra
Modi on Friday told the sol-

diers injured in the violent face
off with Chinese troops in
Ladakh’s Galwan Valley last
month that they gave a befitting
reply. Interacting with the
injured personnel at an Army
hospital in Leh, he said their
bravery will be a source of inspi-
ration for 130 crore Indians for
times to come. 

“The bravehearts who left
us, have not gone without a rea-
son. Together, you all also gave
a befitting reply (karara jawab
bhi diya hai),” he told the
injured soldiers.

New Delhi: In a strong support to India over its border stand-
off with China in eastern Ladakh, Japan on Friday said it
opposed “any unilateral” attempts to change the status quo in
the region. After a meeting with Foreign Secretary Harsh
Vardhan Shringla, Japanese Ambassador Satoshi Suzuki said
Japan hoped for peaceful resolution of the row through dia-
logues. “Had a good talk with FS Shringla. Appreciated his brief-
ing on the situation along LAC, including GOI’s policy to pur-
sue peaceful resolution. Japan also hopes for peaceful resolu-
tion through dialogues. Japan opposes any unilateral attempts
to change the status quo,” he said on Twitter. 
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Congress leader Rahul
Gandhi on Friday took a

jibe at Prime Minister
Narendra Modi asking “who
took our land” along the Line
of Actual Control (LAC).

“Ladakhis say: China took
our land. PM says: Nobody
took our land. Obviously,
someone is lying,” Rahul tweet-
ed.

Rahul has been constant-
ly attacking the PM over the
Indo-China border issue. The
former Congress chief also
shared a video clip of people
from the region alleging that
China has come into Indian
territory.

Titled “Ladakh Speaks”,
the video had people across the
divide alleging China has
ingressed into Ladakh. The
clip ends asking “Why is the
PM silent?”

In one of his earlier tweets,
Rahul Gandhi played upon the
word surrender to take a swipe
at the PM, calling him
“Surender Modi”, and alleging
that China has been building

its presence along the LAC.
Without naming China,

that has been trying to
encroach into Indian territory
in Galwan valley and Pangong
Tso and create new boundary
disputes, Modi today in
Ladakh said the era of expan-
sion was over. This is the time
for development, not expan-
sion, PM said.

The grand old party fur-
ther demanded the PM to
convene special Parliament
session to discuss the matter
saying, “history has proven
that every Government is
eventually answerable to
Indian Parliament.”

The Congress also asked
about the measures taken by
the PM after China made a
Mandarin signage 8 km into
the Indian territory in Pangong
Tso Lake and entered 423
metres into Galwan Valley.

Congress chief spokesman
Randeep Surjewala took to
Twitter and said that Modi did
not name China. “Why is PM
so weak? Why escape from
naming China? When will we
give a direct answer to China?”
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From July 7, everyone enter-
ing Punjab would be med-

ically screened, and have to e-
register themselves on Punjab
COVA app or the State
Government’s portal as per
new advisory issued by State
Governmen regarding inbound
passengers in State via all
modes — rail, road or air.

Besides, barring frequent
travelers, all those entering
State would mandatorily self-
quarantine themselves for 14
days. Frequent travelers, who
need to move outside State,
include MP, MLAs, salesper-
sons, transporters, doctors,
journalists, executives, engi-
neers, traders, consultants,
among others.

The advisory for all
inbound persons traveling to
State of Punjab, issued by State
COVID Control Room had
Rahul Tiwari, was issued in
view of rising cases of COVID-
19 and as State has given further
relaxations under Unlock 2.0.
The advisory will be applicable
from July 7, 2020 (Tuesday).

As per advisory, any person
whether major or minor com-
ing to Punjab via any mode
shall henceforth, and till further
orders, be medically screened
when he or she enters Punjab
and will be required to e-regis-
ter himself or herself on COVA
app or Government’s portal
before starting his or her jour-
ney to Punjab.

In case a person finds
symptomatic, or suspect or
high risk, they will be shifted to
district health facility of their
destination districts for testing
through dedicated ambulances
parked at border check posts.

“If tested positive, such
person will be treated as per
health protocols, and in case
found negative person will be
allowed to go home after sub-
mitting an undertaking for
home quarantine for 14 days
and updating their health sta-
tus on COVA app daily,” said
advisory.

In case of air or train pas-
sengers, who have return tick-
et scheduled before completion
of their home quarantine dura-
tion, they will be allowed to
return only if asymptomatic.
“The inbound travelers need to
upload COVA app on their
mobile phones and register
themselves and each family
member travelling along. 
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Himachal Pradesh Chief
Minister Jai Ram Thakur

on Friday urged the Centre to
lower the interest rates on
loans being provided to the
state through Rural
Electrification Corporation
(REC) or Power Finance
Corporation (PFC).
Addressing a conference of

power ministers of the states
through video conference,
Thakur  also urged the Union
minister of state for power RK
Singh to provide a loan worth
Rs 540 crore to Himachal
Pradesh State Electricity
Board through PFC/REC for
clearing its liabilities for
March and April.

Expressing gratitude to
the Union Minister of State for

Power for taking into con-
sideration the liquidity prob-
lem of DISCOMs and mak-
ing a decision of infuse liq-
uidity worth Rs 90,000 crore,
Chief Minister said that
under this, DISCOMs would
be eligible for financial assis-
tance for l iabil it ies of
GENCOs and TRANSCOs
till 31st March, 2020. 

He said that DISCOM
and HPSEBL of the state had
already made payments of
all its liabilities upto March,
2020. Now liabilities worth
Rs. 540 crore for the month
of March and April, 2020

were pending, he
added.Thakur said that in
order to provide relief to
industrial units, economic
establishments, hotels and
restaurants in wake of the
lockdown due to COVID-19
pandemic,  the State
Government had provided
relief of about Rs. 47 crore

through deferment of
Demand Charges and waiver. 

He said that the State
Government also extended
last date of payment of elec-
tricity bills from time to time
to facilitate the consumers. He
said that the power demand
due to the lockdown due fell
by 40 to 45 percent which

resulted into loss of about Rs.
319 crore to the HPSEBL.

He said the State
Government proposes to
install about 1.52 lakh smart
electricity meters in Shimla
and Dharamshla in near
future. He said that although
the Union Government has
provision of providing fixed
grant for special category
states like Himachal, but it
should be fixed as per the
actual cost so as to put mini-
mum burden on about 22
lakh consumers’ including
over 20 lakh domestic con-
sumers.  He said that the
State of Himachal Pradesh
was known as the power State
and it produces 10500 MW
Hydel power, out of the total
about 45,000 MW hydro
power available in the coun-
try. The Chief Minister said
that last  year the State
Government allocated 778
MW project to SJVNL, 499
MW project to NTPC and 520
MW project to NTPC for

execution on Chenab Basin.
He said that since the

basin falls in tribal and far
flung area, thus effective long
term strategy for power evac-
uation was required. He said
that SJVNL and State
Government were also plan-
ning a 1000 MW solar power
mega Park in Kaza and this
would also require proper
and effective mechanism for
power evacuation. He said
that the State Government
has already written a letter in
this regard to the Union
Power Secretary.

Union Minister for Power
R.K. Singh said that the
COVID-19 pandemic has
posed a big challenge to var-
ious sectors and the Power
sector has also been adverse-
ly affected. He said that effec-
tive steps were required to be
taken to overcome the losses
in power sector. He said that
innovative initiatives were
required to be taken in the
power sector.
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The Chandigarh
Administration on Friday

decided to waive off annual and
monthly funds of class 9th and
10th students studying in gov-
ernment schools for the first six
months of academic session
2020-21 i.e. from April to
September-2020 as one time
measure. 

Around 24500 students of
class 9th and 10th studying in
government schools will be ben-

efited from this decision, said an
official spokesman.  Due to the
decision, the UT Education
Department will bear an expen-
diture of Rs 1.70 crore, the
spokesman said.He said that in
view of present situation due to
Covid and the economical back-
ground of the parents of students
studying in Government schools
of Chandigarh, the Education
Dept has decided to waive off
annual and monthly funds of
class 9th and 10th students from
April to September-2020. 
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Punjab Chief Minister Capt
Amarinder Singh on Friday

lashed out at SAD president
Sukhbir Badal and his Union
Minister wife Harsimrat Badal
for misleading the people of the
State to promote their petty
political agenda in the midst of
the COVID-19 crisis.

Capt Amarinder, in a hard-
hitting attack on the Badal
couple, said that the concerted
manner in which they were
running a campaign of deceit
and lies had exposed their
shameless double standards. 

Flaying Sukhbir over his
allegations of ration embezzle-
ment by the Congressmen in
Punjab, the Chief Minister
asserted that the MLAs were
supporting the Government’s
efforts to ensure that nobody
goes hungry. 

The MLAs are close to the
people and well placed to help
out those in immediate or
urgent need, which is what
they have been doing, said
Capt Amarinder.  Pointing out
that every Congressman in
every part of the country was
currently helping out people, as
part of the party’s concerted

efforts to reach out to the
needy in this hour of crisis, the
Chief Minister said that the
Akalis could not relate to this
as they had never seen beyond
their personal interests.

Capt Amarinder ridiculed
Sukhbir’s allegations that the
foodgrains received by the State
Government had not been dis-
tributed among the people,
pointing out that even the fig-
ures cited by the Akali Dal pres-
ident were totally incorrect,
showing how pathetically
removed he was from reality.

“The fact is that the quan-
tity of food grains received by
the State Government till June
was more than the figures given
by Sukhbir, with over 90 per-
cent of it distributed. Under the
PMGKAY, the wheat allocated
to the State was 2,12,164 MT, of
which 1,99,091 MT has been
distributed, while of the 10,800
MT Dal allocated, 10,305 MT
had been distributed,” he said.

“In addition, under the
ATMANIRBHAR scheme of
GoI, wheat (per person) and dal
(per family) was provided for
14.14 lakh persons, and the
State, after grounding the wheat
to flour, added dal to make it
one kg per person and put in

one kg sugar on its own,” he said
adding that in fact, the State
Government had distributed 17
lakh packets to migrant labour-
ers at the cost of Rs 69 crores
from its own funds, with 10 kg
atta, two kg dal and two kg
sugar. 

This data was sufficient to
show that Sukhbir’s claims and
allegations on foodgrain distri-
bution were totally unsubstan-
tiated and baseless, and as
usual, the SAD chief was talk-
ing nonsense and indulging in
double standards, said the Chief
Minister, pointing to the recent
backtracking of the Akalis on
the issue of three farm sector
Ordinances and their earlier
contradictory stands on the
CAA.

Taking on Harsimrat on
the issue of fuel VAT, the Chief
Minister said that if she was so
concerned about the impact of
the escalating fuel prices on the
common man, why did she not
pressurize the Union
Government, in which she is a
Cabinet Minister, to put a stop
on the uncontrolled hike in
prices of diesel and petrol for 22
straight day. 

He dismissed her purport-
ed concerns about the common
man, saying that it was ridicu-
lous that she should react to the
State Government’s increase in
petroleum tax after consistent-
ly ignoring the shocking daily
increase in fuel prices by the
Central Government.

����� 2����	(���

Punjab Chief Minister Capt
Amarinder Singh on Friday

gave the go-ahead for launching
a pilot project for COVID-19
rapid antigen testing from the
coming week.

On successful completion
of the pilot rapid antigen project,
which will cover a minimum of
1,000 tests, such testing would
be done on the migrants com-
ing back to the State in the wake
of reopening of industries and
for work in the paddy fields.

The State Government will
procure rapid antigen testing
kits to scale up its COVID-19
testing capacity, which is even
now higher than the Central
Government’s mandate of 140
tests per million per day in
regions with a positivity factor
of less than 10 per cent. With the
positivity rate of just two per-
cent, Punjab is already con-

ducting 242 tests per million per
day as a part of its comprehen-
sive strategy to check further
spread of the pandemic. 

Meanwhile, Chief Secretary
Vini Mahajan pointed out to the
Chief Minister that the Central
Government was gradually
withdrawing from supply of
PPE kits and medicines etc to
the States. “With Punjab receiv-
ing only Rs 72 crore so far this
year, the Chief Minister may
need to intervene in seeking
additional funds and continua-
tion of supplies from the
Centre,” she pointed.

Mahajan said that though
the state administration had
already taken up the matter with
the Central Government, the
Chief Minister might have to
step in if no positive response is
forthcoming in the next few
days. Further, to prevent the
outbreak of water-borne dis-
eases, such as dengue and

malaria, during the current
monsoon season, the Chief
Minister directed the Local
Government and Rural
Development Departments to
undertake a 15-day intensive
sanitation campaign, in addition
to the ongoing disinfectant
spraying being done in both
urban and local areas.

14-DAY MANDATORY
QUARANTINE FOR
DOMESTIC TRAVELLERS,
E-REGISTRATION FOR
THOSE COMING BY ROAD

Chief Minister Capt
Amarinder on Friday launched
the e-registration for persons
entering the State through the
Shambhu border, to ensure
strict monitoring of the thou-
sands of people coming from

the high-risk NCR (national
capital region) region every
day.

Notwithstanding the
Central Government’s revised
guidelines replacing home quar-
antine for domestic travelers
with self-monitoring, the Chief
Minister ruled out any such
move in Punjab in view of the
large number of people coming
to the state every day from Delhi
or NCR, where cases were cur-
rently spiraling.

The Chief Minister, while
reviewing the COVID-19 situ-
ation and preparedness in the
State with the senior govern-
ment and health officials
through a videoconference
meeting, also made it clear that
no vehicle should be allowed to
enter Punjab without a stringent
monitoring mechanism in
place. 

Chief Secretary Vini
Mahajan assured the Chief

Minister that strict monitoring
would be ensured of all entrants,
with private players being roped
in to ensure implementation of
home quarantine with phone-
based monitoring and regular
visits.

Further, all entrants to the
State would be required to
mandatorily register themselves
either on the COVA app or the
Government web portal, and
the registration certificate, with
barcode, should be carried on
the vehicle windscreen.

Those without the certifi-
cate print-out on their car
screens would be stopped and
made to register on the spot, at
the border, before proceeding,
she said, adding that with the
requirement of passes done
away within Unlock 2.0 by the
Government of India, e-regis-
tration would help in monitor-
ing and tracking of incoming
domestic travelers.
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Four fresh cases of COVID-
19 were reported in

Chandigarh on Friday taking
the total number to 454 in the
city with 55 active cases. The
fresh cases were reported
from Sector 15,  21 and
Khudda Lahora.

Meanwhile, four more
patients recovered taking the
total number of recovering to
393 in the city. With around
86 percent recovery rate of
COVID-19 pat ients ,
Chandigarh tops the list of
states and union territories in
the country.  

“Four persons have been
tested positive for COVID-
19. A 67 years old female
from Sector 15 is tested pos-
itive. She has four family
members and a maid who
resides in Sector 25,” stated
Chandigarh Health
Department’s evening bul-
letin.  Another resident test-
ed positive is a 63 years old
make from Sector 21. 

He has five family mem-
bers. His maid and driver also
reside in the same house, the
bulletin stated. 

Two females aged 20
years and 22 years from
Khudda Lahora are also
found COVID-19 positive.
They are family members of
the previously positive case of
Khudda Lahora, it added. 

Meanwhile, four resi-
dents including females aged
24 and 37 years and male
aged 27 and 53 years, all res-
idents of Sector 29 were
declared cured and dis-
charged from PGIMER. 

They will be in self isola-
tion at home for next 7 days.
Currently,  a total of 28
COVID-19 pat ients  are
admitted in NHE block,
PGIMER. Out of these, 12
patients are admitted in ICU
while 16 are in stable condi-
tion. 8074 samples were test-
ed so far in Chandigarh. The
city has till date reported six
COVID-19 related deaths. 
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Punjab Health and Family
Welfare Minister Balbir

Singh Sidhu on Friday said
that the State has ramped up
its sample collection and lab
capabilit ies signif icantly
which has contributed
towards containing the spread
of infection.

“Punjab has crossed the
testing of 3.24 lakh samples
for COVID-19. Since its first
confirmed COVID-19 posi-
tive case on March 5, the State
has increased its testing
capacity per million figures to
9,949 per day as on June 30
which is better than the
national average of 6653 tests
per million per day,” he said.

After completing the test-
ing of one lakh samples on
June 4, the State has reached
the milestone of testing three
lakh samples within a month
which shows the strides the
State has been making in
ramping up its testing capac-
ity, he added.

Starting with an initial
testing capacity of only 40 (as
on March 9), Punjab has
enhanced its capacity to 9000
tests per day as on date with
concerted efforts, said Sidhu.

“To further increase the
testing in the State, besides
three labs in Government
Medical Colleges at Amritsar,
Patiala and Faridkot, four
new labs are being estab-
l ished at  GADVASU
Ludhiana, 

RDDL Jalandhar, Forensic
Science lab in Mohali, and
Punjab Biotech Incubator in
Mohali,” he said adding that
currently, 15 TruNaat Testing
machines have been installed
in the District Hospitals of the
state.

As early detection is the
key to bring down mortality,
therefore, to reduce the turn-
around time,  additional
TruNaat machines are being
procured by the state which
gives test report in 1-1.5
hours, he said.

The Minister said that
with the aim of containing the
disease within a defined geo-
graphical area by early detec-
tion and prevent its spread to
new areas, the State has decid-
ed to setup Micro-
Containment Zones.

“Any specific area with-
in a village or ward having
more than five and up to 15
COVID-19 positive cases and
with a population of not more
than 500 shall be designated
as Micro Containment Zone,”
he said, adding that as on July
2, 42 micro-containment
zones have been identified in
the State.

The strateg y would
include geographical quar-
antine, social distancing mea-
sures, enhanced active sur-
veillance, testing all suspect-
ed cases, isolation of cases or
home quarantine social mobi-

lization to follow preventive
public health measures. In
order to upscale the capacity
of sample collection, the
Health Department has been
increasing the number of flu
corners where sample collec-
tion is being done. Mobile
teams have been formed in
containment and micro-con-
tainment zones.

For the purpose of sur-
veillance, around 995 Rapid
Response Teams have been
formed in the State to conduct
active surveillance and iden-
tification of people with
Inf luenza-like Illness or
Severe Acute Respiratory
Illness by the house to house
visits.

To increase surveillance,
the Department had con-
ducted an extensive House to
House Surveillance in the
entire state manual ly.
However, in order to digitize
and improve the quality of
this activity, an in-house
Mobile Application has been
made by the Department for
House to House Community
Surveillance for identifying
people with co-morbidities
and identifying their medical
symptoms or contact history
or travel history for COVID-
19 related surveillance. 

The survey covers all peo-
ple above the age of 30 years
and people with co-morbidi-
ties or is symptomatic even
below 30 years of  age.
37,89,542 persons have been
surveyed till 2nd July 2020 on
the mobile application. 

Additionally, a pilot pro-
ject, in collaboration with
Centre for Policy Research,
has been started in Kharar
sub-division of SAS Nagar
district for the testing of pop-
ulation in specific categories
and occupations, people from
urban wards.  The survey is
spatially structured, with sam-
pling being done polling
booth wise.

Also, the state is planning
to initiate Rapid Antigen
Testing for high risk con-
tacts, SARI cases and in con-
tainment zones as probabili-
ty of positivity is high among
these groups in future.
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Union Minister for Jal Shakti
Gajendra Singh Shekhawat

on Friday lauded the efforts of
the Haryana government for
swiftly moving forward to
achieve the target of providing
piped drinking water to all
rural households by 2022. This
is much ahead of the national
target date of 2024 under the
ambitious ''Jal Jeevan Mission''
(JJM).

The minister said other
states have been asked to emu-
late the Haryana pattern in
planning their way forward in
the Jal Jeevan Mission.  "It is a
matter of great pride that ded-
icated efforts made by various
departments and officers, who
under the leadership of Chief
Minister,  

Manohar Lal, are continu-
ally working as a team to beat
the national goal of providing
tap water connection to all
rural houses by 2022," he
said.Shekhawat made the

remarks while reviewing the
work being carried out by the
Haryana government under
the ''Jal Jeevan Mission'',
through video conferencing.
Chief Minister Manohar Lal
Khattar, Haryana''s Additional
Chief Secretary (Public Health
Engineering Department)
Devender Singh, Deputy
Principal Secretary to Chief

Minister Ashima Brar and
other officials also attended the
video conference. "Reiterating
its commitment to provide
water connection to all rural
households, the Haryana gov-
ernment is speedily moving
forward to provide functional
household tap connections
(FHTCs) to all rural house-
holds by 2022.

Various measures are
being taken in a bid to provide
piped drinking water to all
rural households," Khattar said
in the meeting. According to
the guidelines issued by the
central government, a multi-
tude of steps have been initiat-
ed as well as village water and
sewerage committees are being
constituted with a 50 per cent

stake of women members, he
said. The chief minister said
crop diversification scheme
''Mera Pani, Meri Virasat
Yojana'' has been launched in
the state with the aim to save
water. 

Under this scheme, farm-
ers willing to adopt crop diver-
sification would get an incen-
tive of Rs 7,000 per acre from
the government, he added."The
farmers of the state have also
been appealed to adopt crop
diversification and it is a mat-
ter of great satisfaction that
farmers have given their con-
sent for growing alternative
crops, other than paddy over
around one lakh hectare of
land. Around 12 to 13 per cent
of water will be saved in this
way," Khattar said.

To ensure better utilisation
of water, Haryana Pond and
Waste Water Management
Authority has been set up, he
said, adding that it is working
towards the rejuvenation of
ponds in the state. 
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Haryana Deputy Chief
Minister, Dushyant

Chautala on Thursday said
that during the nationwide
Unlock-2, industrial and com-
mercial activities are heading
towards normalcy and
strengthening of roads, Metro
expansion and Regional Rapid
Transit Corridor System devel-
opment plans will be carried
forward rapidly in a phased
manner in the state.

The Deputy Chief Minister,
who also holds the portfolio of
the Industries and Commerce
Department and the Public
Works Department, was pre-
siding over a review meeting of
the officers concerned at the
Integrated Multi-Modal
Logistic Hub being set up at
Nangal Chaudhary, District
Mahendragarh under the
Delhi-Mumbai Industrial
Corridor (DMIC) project.

It was informed in the
meeting that the 1,483-km
long freight corridor is being
constructed between Delhi and
Mumbai by the Ministry of
Railways. The Delhi-Mumbai
Industrial Corridor (DMIC) is
being developed on a band of
150 km on both sides of the
freight corridor spanning Uttar
Pradesh, Haryana, Rajasthan,
Madhya Pradesh, Gujarat, and
Maharashtra. Apart from this,

Manesar-Bawal and Kundli-
Sonipat are included in the
investment area of this project
and Faridabad-Palwal and
Rewari-Hisar in the industrial
area of this project. Airport is
being developed at Hisar and
work is moving at a fast pace on
the Delhi Expressway from
Hisar-Sirsa towards Punjab.

It was also apprised in the
meeting that Integrated Multi-
Modal Logistic Hub will be set
up in about 1,280 acres of
which 886.78 acres will be
allotted for this hub and 393.22
acres for Haryana State
Industrial and Infrastructure
Development Corporation
(HSIIDC) for developing road
network in Southern Haryana. 

It also has an area for
Export-Import, Domestic
Container Yard and Container
Freight Station for Storage &
handling of domestic contain-
er cargo, Auto Zone,
Commercial Area and
Common Areas for power sub-
stations, Water Tanks & pipes,
Security and Truck parking
etc. The project will be extend-
ing between three villages of
Nangal Choudhary, namely
Bashirpur, Ghataser and Talot,
situated along the Haryana-
Rajasthan border. 

The project is being set up
by National Industrial Corridor
Development Corporation and
DMIC Haryana Multi Modal

Logistic Hub Project Limited
through Special Purpose
Vehicle and HSIIDC has trans-
ferred land spreading across
686 acres and a capital invest-
ment Rs 205 crore of its share
in the project.

It was also informed in the
meeting that the Cabinet
Committee on Economic
Affairs chaired by the Prime
Minister Mr. Narendra Modi
has also approved the scheme
and Integrated Multi-Modal
Logistics Hub will be set up to
develop freight village on
886.78 acres of land in Nangal
Choudhary, Haryana. 

In addition, the Western
Dedicated Freight Corridor
has also given In-Principle
Approval (IPA) to provide con-
nectivity to it from New Dabla
station. In addition, the bench-
marking work has also been
completed, as well as the State
Environmental Impact
Assessment Authority (SEIAA)
has received clearance for the
project.

Access to road, electricity
, and water will also have to be
ensured to the project bound-
ary site. For this, four-way and
six-way roads from Basirpur,
Nizampur, Nangal Choudhary,
Chillaro will be constructed,
which is expected to cost
around Rs 105 crore. Similarly,
to ensure supply power to the
project from seven sites.
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Haryana Police on Friday arrest-
ed two women friends of gang-

sters Amit and Sandeep who were
present on the spot when two cops
were brutally stabbed to death by the
gangsters in Butana area of Gohana
in Sonepat district while they were on
patrol duty on the intervening night
of June 29 and 30. Addressing media
persons, Sonepat Superintendent of
Police Jashandeep Singh Randhawa
said that the accused women who
have been identified as Asha and
Sushila Rani, residents of Butana vil-
lage were allegedly present in the car
of the assailants during the incident.

Both the women have con-
fessed their presence and their rela-
tions with Amit and Sandeep. Amit
who stabbed the cops was killed in
an encounter while Sandeep who too

sustained bullet injuries was cap-
tured.

Both the women were produced
in the local court from where they
were sent to two days of police cus-
tody. The Police officer said that now
total three accused out of six have
been arrested. 

Sandeep, Sushila and Asha are
currently in police custody while
Amit was killed in an encounter on
June 30. "Our teams are now on a
look out for Vikas and Neeraj, the co-
accused of the case who are on the
run,” he added.

According to police,
Investigations revealed that a couple
of hours ahead of the incident, Amit
had picked the four accused and later
had picked up the two women from
their house in Butana.  

The women allegedly gave seda-
tives to their families to escape from

the house. All the six were having
drinks inside the car which was
parked on the road side at around
300 meters from the Butana police
post.SPO Kaptan and Constable
Ravinder saw them and they had
arguments. This ended with the
stabbing of the two cops. After com-
mitting the crime, Amit and Sandeep
dropped the women at some distance
from their house and left for Jind.

Meanwhile, constable Ravinder
had scribbled the number of the vehi-
cle involved in the incident.  The
deceased policemen Special Police
Officer (SPO) Kaptan Singh (42) and
Constable Ravinder were posted at
the Butana police post. 

Their bodies were found lying in
a pool of blood on the road near a
closed building of the Haryali centre,
approximately 500 metres from the
Butana police post.
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Five Haryana districts-
Gurgaon, Faridabad,

Sonipat, Jhajjar and Rohtak
together have registered a 14-
fold rise in COVID-19 fatalities
and seven-fold jump in cases of
infection in June alone, prompt-
ing the State Government to
pay special attention to check
the spread of the pandemic in
these districts.

As per the State’s Health
Department data, coronavirus-
related fatalities in these five
districts were 14 as on June 1
but rose to 197 by June 30. The
cumulative cases in these dis-
tricts at the beginning of June
were 1,653, which rose to
11,122 by June 30. As on July 2,
these five Haryana districts
accounted for nearly 12,000 of
the total 15,509 cases and 209
of the 251 fatalities. For entire
Haryana, the cases of coron-
avirus infection rose six-fold in
June while the fatalities due to
it registered an 11-fold increase.

Haryana’s NCR districts of
Gurgaon and Faridabad have
emerged as the worst-hit dis-
tricts in the state. As on June 1,
Gurgaon had 903 cases with
four deaths, which increased to
5,347 infections and 91 fatali-
ties by June 30.Similarly,
Faridabad had 392 cases with
eight fatalities on June 1 which
rose to 3,733 cases with 77 fatal-

ities by June 30. At the begin-
ning of the month, Sonipat had
212 cases, Jhajjar 101 and
Rohtak 45, which rose to 1,208,
261 and 573, respectively by
June end. Fatalities recorded on
June 1 in Sonipat, Jhajjar and
Rohtak were one, nil and one
respectively, which increased to
18, four and seven respective-
ly on June 30, as per the health
department data. Overall, total
cases in entire Haryana, which
has 22 districts, were 2,356 on
June 1 with 21 deaths which
increased to 14,548 cases with
236 deaths.

The positive sign was that
recovery rate went up from
44.78 per cent at the beginning
of the last month for the entire
Haryana to nearly 70 per cent
at the end of the month. The
rate at which cases double also
saw improvement going up
from eight days to 15 days.

672 RECOVERIES, 494
COVID 19 CASES IN
HARYANA 

Even as Coronavirus cases
in Haryana are continuing to
surface at a worrying pace, the
number of recovered patients
also is continuing to increase.
The patient count of the new
Covid-19 in the State climbed
to 16,003 on Friday as the State
health department reported
494 new patients of the disease.
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As almost every second hos-
pital and clinic across the

country has been converted
into Covid-19 facilities, it is the
non-Covid patients who are at
the receiving end. They are fac-
ing the impact of this pandemic
with deteriorating health con-
ditions due to inaccessibility for
screening, diagnostics and
treatment, health experts have
pointed out.

Dr Anil Jain, pulmonolo-
gist, National Institute of
Tuberculosis and Respiratory
Diseases (NITRD), Delhi, said,
“As the novel coronavirus out-
break continues to push the
country’s healthcare systems,
substantial health service dis-
ruption in the country has
decreased clinic visits by TB
patients drastically.

“Thus, it is of high impor-
tance that patients should get
access to screening, diagnostics
and utilisation of advanced tech-
niques like automated diagnos-
tic instruments for early detec-
tion and treatment to reduce TB
transmission and deaths.”

According to the Central
TB Division’s Nikshay portal,
capturing the real-time data, the

diagnosis of new tuberculosis
cases had witnessed a decline
during the pandemic due to the
inaccessibility of screening and
diagnostic facilities.

Dr Parimala Devi John,
Consulting gyne specialist and
colposcopist, Fortis Hospital
talked about the impact of
lockdowns and travel restraints
on cancer patients.

“Lack of timely diagnosis
and treatment also the fear of
contracting the infection had
led to a surge of advanced cases
across the country.”

Haematology specialist Dr
Rahul Bhargava who had start-
ed Virtual Hospital Cancer
Rounds, was of the opinion that
the telemedicine facility as
one-step destination for online
consultation and cancer treat-
ment management has been of
great help to the cancer patients
amid Covid pandemic.

“During the initial lock-
down phases, most of the

scheduled chemotherapy ses-
sions and cancer surgeries were
postponed. Even after the lock-
down was relaxed, cancer
patients remained in the four-
walls, as they are at a greater
risk of Covid infections.

“ In such a situation, our
virtual hospital continued
delivering services and reach-
ing out to the patients facing
uncertainty,” said Dr Bhargava,
who is also the serving Director
of Fortis Hospital’s Bone
Marrow Transplant facility

Dr. SPGanesan — Hitech
Diagnostics, Chennai felt that
with the government’s decision
to lift the lockdown and open-
ing of OPDs, there is a need to
understand the importance of
taking strict precautionary mea-
sures and follow guidelines for
safe specimen management.

“Proper collection of spec-
imens is the most important
step in the laboratory diagno-
sis of infectious diseases. Yet,
equal importance needs to be
given to staff and patient safe-
ty. It is important to treat every
specimen as potential Covid
specimen and take proper pre-
cautions while handling and
collecting blood & urine sam-
ples,” he added.
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Even though the monsoon
has covered the entire coun-

try two weeks earlier than
usual, north and central India
continue to face sweltering
heat these days.  The above
average temperatures com-
bined with high relative humid-
ity has raised “discomfort”. 

The India Meteorological
Department (IMD) on Friday
predicted that over the next five
days, northwest India, includ-
ing Punjab, Haryana and
Chandigarh will experience
“fairly widespread to wide-
spread rainfall with isolated
heavy falls”.

Meanwhile, moderate to
intense thunderstorms and
lightning are also very likely
over southeast Uttar Pradesh,
Bihar, east Rajasthan, Madhya
Pradesh, Chhattisgarh,
Jharkhand, east Vidarbha and
Odisha over the next 12 hours.
According to the IMD, 16

States have received normal
monsoon rains, nine excess
rain and two large excess rain
so far. Three States —
Meghalaya, Sikkim and Goa
have received over 1,000 mm
rains so far.

According to IMD offi-
cials, the discomfort is more
because of high humidity com-
bined with high temperature.
High humidity is expected in
this season. In northen States, an
average humidity level is record-
ed between 65 and 90 while in
eastern States, and the average
humidity level is recorded
between 80 and 95 in July. 

“Relative humidity mea-
sures the actual amount of
moisture in the air as a per-
centage of the maximum
amount of moisture the air can
hold,” officials added. In Delhi,
the maximum temperature is
recorded 40 degree Celsius
while the humidity was 71 on
Friday. In Chennai, humidity
level was 95 while the average

temperature was recorded 34
degree Celsius. Kolkata record-
ed humidity level 89 while
Ahmedabad recorded humid-
ity level 69 and average tem-
perature 40 degree Celsius.

India received 213.1 mm
rain as against the normal of
191.6mm, an increase of 11 per
cent from June 1 to July 4.
Meghalaya has received 1149.6
mm rain as against the normal
of 893.1 mm so far while
Sikkim received 1,000 mm
rains as against the normal of
473.5 mm this season. This
means Sikkim has received
over 110 per cent more rainfall
this year. Goa also reported
1,230.4 mm rains as against the
normal of 1016.1 mm.

Bihar has received 62 per
cent more rains this year.  It has
received 324.8 mm rain as
against the normal of 200.8
mm. The excess rainfall has
created flood-like situations in
northern districts. Some major
rivers have started flowing

above the danger mark. Water
level in other rivers has risen,
threatening thousands of peo-
ple living in low-lying areas. At
least 28 of the State’s 38 districts
received large excess rain; seven
districts recorded excess rain
and three recorded normal
rain in June. According to
IMD’s annual rainfall reports,
Bihar receives 1,027.6 mm
rainfall in a normal monsoon
year; the average annual rain-
fall through the year in all sea-
sons is 1,205.6 mm.

The IMD in its forecast said
a cyclonic circulation also lay
over east Uttar Pradesh and
neighbourhood while a north-
south trough is running till east

Vidarbha. This is most likely to
cause fairly widespread to wide-
spread rainfall/thundershower
with isolated heavy to very
heavy falls over Central and
adjoining east India during the
next five days, the IMD said.

Meanwhile, due to high
convergence of strong moist
winds from the Arabian Sea
along the west coast and cyclonic
circulation over south Gujarat
and neighbourhood, fairly wide-
spread to widespread rainfall
with isolated heavy to very
heavy falls are most likely to con-
tinue over Gujarat, Konkan and
Goa, Madhya Maharashtra and
coastal Karnataka over the next
five days.
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Amid coronavirus outbreak,
HRD Minister Ramesh

Pokhriyal on Friday announced
the decision to postpone the
JEE Main and NEET 2020
examinations. The JEE exam-
ination will now be held
between September 1 to 6, JEE
advanced exam will be held on
September 27 and National
Eligibility-cum-Entrance Test
(NEET) examination will be
held on September 13.

“Keeping in mind the safe-
ty of students and to ensure
quality education we have
decided to postpone #JEE &
#NEET examinations. JEE
Main examination will be held
between 1st-6th Sept, JEE
advanced exam will be held on
27th Sept & NEET examina-
tion will be held on 13th
September,” the HRD Minister
announced on Twitter.

With this now it means
that the results and counselling
excercise and admission to the
institutions will be completed
by October end and Ministry

sources a couple of education
stakeholders told The Pioneer
that session to the new session
in higher education or techni-
cal institutes will begin only
from November first week.

A panel constituted by
Union HRD Minister, has rec-
ommended to postpone the
medical entrance examination
and engineering entrance
examination in the wake of

coronavirus pandemic. HRD
ministry had formed a panel to
check the feasibility to conduct
the examinations in July after
parents and students expressed
concerns about JEE and NEET
examinations in the wake of
COVID-19 pandemic.

Looking at the prevailing
circumstances and requests
received from students & par-
ents appearing for JEE and
NEEET examinations the com-
mittee consisting of officials
from the National Testing
Agency (NTA) and other
experts was advised to review
the situation and submit its rec-
ommendations latest Friday.

While medical entrance
exam — NEET — was sched-
uled to held on July 26, the JEE
(Mains), for admission in engi-
neering colleges, was scheduled
from July 18-23.

The Central Board of
Secondary Education (CBSE)
had last week cancelled some

board exam papers scheduled
from July 1 to 15. The move
came after group of parents
moved the Supreme Court
raising concerns about Covid-
19 exposure risk to students.

“The Covid-19 pandemic
has created a challenge as far as
conducting exams is concerned
and in India, the scale is huge.
Therefore, for the future, NTA
is looking at building capacity
for holding online exams,
which candidates can take from
their homes,” a HRD Ministry
official said.

Students have been signing
online petitions and pursuing
Twitter campaigns, and
requesting the Government to
postpone the engineering and
medical entrance exams as
well. Parents of nearly 4,000
NRI students based in West
Asia also filed a petition in the
Supreme Court Wednesday
demanding the NEET be post-
ponement. They noted that
there are no exam centres out-
side India and international
travel is still restricted due to
the coronavirus pandemic.

New Delhi: All the BJP State
units will give a video presen-
tation of their “public out-
reach” programme during the
last four months of coron-
avirus pandemic before Prime
Minister Narendra Modi on
Saturday and seek his “further
guidance” on the issue.

“All the BJP State units will
give a presentation on ‘SEVA
HI SANGATHAN’ abhiyan to
the Prime Minister,” BJP
General Secretary Arun Singh
said on Friday. It will be tele-
cast on the Narendra Modi
application and other digital
platforms. Party president JP
Nadda, will be present during
the videoconferencing.

Singh said party will get fur-
ther guidance from the Prime
Minister as how to move further
on the issue. BJP leader first paid
tribute to ‘martyred’ eight
policemen in Uttar Pradesh
and told the journalists that no
culprits will be spared. PNS

New Delhi: Union Housing
and Urban Affairs Minister
Hardeep Singh Puri on Friday
launched the “Swachchh
Survekshan 2021” — the sixth
edition of the annual cleanliness
survey —and said the exercise
this year will focus on waste-
water treatment and other para-
meters. At the event, Puri said
that every year, the “Swachchh
Survekshan” is redesigned inno-
vatively to ensure the process
becomes more robust with focus
on sustaining the behaviour
change.

“Like in the last year, keep-
ing in mind the ministry’s
efforts towards ensuring sus-
tainability of the sanitation
value chain, the SS 2021 indi-
cators focus on parameters per-
taining to wastewater treatment
and reuse along with faecal
sludge,” he said.

The Minister also
announced a new category of
awards titled “Prerak Daaur
Samman” as part of “Swachchh
Survekshan 2021”. The Prerak

Daaur Samman has five addi-
tional sub — categories —Divya
(Platinum), Anupam (Gold),
Ujjwal (Silver), Udit (Bronze),
Aarohi (Aspiring) — with top
three cities being recognised in
each. According to the Ministry,
state ranking will also be
announced under the survey, to
be measured based on their
fund utilisation and support to
respective local bodies, among
others. 

The Ministry said
“Swachchh Survekshan 2020”
had seen an unprecedented
participation of 1.87 crore citi-
zens. The survey will categorise
cities on the basis of six indica-
tor-wise performance criteria —
segregation of waste into wet,
dry and hazard categories; pro-
cessing capacity against wet
waste generated; processing and
recycling of wet and dry waste;
construction & demolition
(C&D) waste processing; per-
centage of waste going to land-
fills; and sanitation status of
cities. PNS
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The Union Health Ministry
has revised guidelines for

home-isolation for Covid-19
patients to include asympto-
matic positive cases in the list
of mild or pre-symptomatic
coronavirus infection cases.
The move follows in view of
increasing number of Covid-
patients showing no sign of
virus infection.

Also, elderly patients above
60 years and those with comor-
bidities shall be allowed home
isolation only after proper eval-
uation is done by a medical
officer, as per the guidelines
issued by the Ministry.

However, the patients who
are suffering from immune
diseases (such as HIV, trans-
plant recipients, cancer thera-
py) will not be eligible for
home isolation.

Additionally, elderly
patients who are aged above 60
years and those with comor-
bidities such as hypertension,
diabetes, heart disease, chron-
ic lung/liver/kidney diseases
and cerebro-vascular diseases
(the primary concerns for coro-
navirus) shall be allowed home
isolation only after proper eval-
uation is done by a medical
officer.

The patients who go into

home isolation will be dis-
charged after a period of 10
days since the onset of symp-
toms, with no fever for three
consecutive days, the guidelines
stressed.

“Thereafter, the patient will
be advised to isolate at home
and self-monitor their health
for further seven days. There is
no need for testing after the
home isolation period is over,”
as per the revised guidelines for
home isolation of very
mild/pre-symptomatic/asymp-
tomatic Covid-19 cases.

According to the revised

directive, asymptomatic
patients such as the ones who
are pre-symptomatic and/or
have very mild symptoms can
choose home isolation if they
have the required self-isolation
facility at their residence so that
they can avoid contact with
their family members.

Furthermore, patients also
have to give an undertaking
stating that after being diag-
nosed as a confirmed/suspect-
ed case of Covid-19, s/he shall
voluntarily undertake strict
self-isolation at all times for the
prescribed period.
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After Bharat Biotech India
Ltd, Ahmedabad-based

Zydus Cadila Healthcare Ltd
has been given green signal to
conduct phase 1 and 2 clinical
trials of its indigenously devel-
oped Covid-19 vaccine.

Preclinical studies have
shown experimental vaccine
produced antibodies against
the virus. The company is
expected to begin enrollment of
subjects soon.

The Drugs Controller
General of India (DCGI) gave
go ahead to Cadilla to conduct
phase I and phase II human
clinical trials after animal stud-
ies were found satisfactory.

The vaccine approval
process was accelerated after
recommendation by the subject
expert committee on Covid-19.

“The company has sub-
mitted data to DCGI based on
animal trial, they conducted.
Animals like- mice, rabbits,
guinea pigs, rats were used and
these animals developed anti-
bodies against the virus,” a
senior Government official was
quoted as saying to an agency.

“Their animal trial data
was inspected thoroughly and
was found satisfactory. And
now, DCGI has granted per-

mission to Zydus Cadila to
conduct Phase I & II clinical
trial for COVID -19 vaccine on
humans after successful animal
trial,” the official added.

On Tuesday, 30 June,
India’s first Covid-19 vaccine
COVAXIN, developed by
Bharat Biotech International
Limited (BBIL) in collaboration
with the Indian Council of
Medical Research (ICMR) and
the National Institute of
Virology (NIV) received DCGI
nod to conduct Phase I and II
human clinical trials.

Hyderabad based Bharat
Biotech said trials of the vac-
cine are scheduled to begin
across India this month. COV-
AXIN was developed using
the SARS-CoV-2 virus strain
isolated at NIV, Pune.
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Congress president Sonia
Gandhi on Friday wrote to

Prime Minister Narendra Modi
demanding reservation for stu-
dents from other backward
classes (OBC) in the National
Eligibility-cum-Entrance Test
(NEET) — the country’s sole
entrance exam for undergrad-
uate medical and dental stu-
dents — in State institutions
under the All India Quota. She
said OBC students have lost
11,000 seats since 2017 due to
the denial of reservation.

“I would like to bring to
your attention, denial of reser-
vation for OBC candidates
under All-India Quota being
filled through National
Eligibility cum Entrance Test
(NEET), in State/UT Medical
education institutions,” Sonia
wrote in the letter.

“Under the All India
Quota, 15%, 7.5% and 10%
seats are reserved for SC
(scheduled caste), ST (sched-
uled tribes) and Economically
Weaker Section candidates
respectively, in both Central
and State/UT Medical educa-

tion institutions. However,
reservation for OBC candi-
dates under All India Quota is
restricted to Central
Institutions,” she added.

Sonia Gandhi said the
denial of reservation to OBC
students in State medical insti-
tutions is a barrier to access of
medical education for deserv-
ing candidates.

“In the interest of equity
and social justice, I strongly
urge the Union Government to
extend reservation for OBC
candidates in All India Quota
of medical and dental seats,

even in the State/UT Medical
education institutions”.

The All India Quota seats
comprise 15 per cent of all
MBBS seats and 50 per cent of
PG medical seats surrendered
by State Governments to the
Centre. Students from all across
the country can apply for the
reservation.
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The CRPF, the biggest para-
miliatry in the world, has

favoured allowing transgender
as a third gender along with
male and female for the
entrance examination for
recruitment of officers.

The move comes a day
after the deadline for com-
ments on the issue as sought by
the Centre expired on
Thursday. The Union Home

Ministry had on Wednesday
circulated a memorandum to
the CRPF, ITBP, SSB and CISF
to offer comments for incor-
porating transgender as a third
gender in the rules for CAPF
(Assistant Commandant)
Examination, 2020 latest by
Thursday for taking a final
view on the matter.

“We fully value the spirit of
the order of Hon’ble Supreme
Court. CRPF already has a
gender neutral work environ-
ment. In view of impending
policy guidelines of MHA, we
shall make it further compat-
ible as per the need,” a senior
CRPF official said on Friday.  

This is the view and rec-

ommendation of CRPF on
recruitment of transgender in
CAPF and the same has been
accordingly communicated to
the Home Ministry, the CRPF
official said.

The BSF has already com-
municated a positive response
on the issue of allowing trans-
gender as candidate for taking
the entrance exanination of the
Assistant commandant.

The entrance for the
Assistant Commandant is con-
ducted by the Union Public
Service Commission but the
Central Armed Police Forces
or the paramilitary forces have
their separate rules for recruit-
ment of the Directly Appointed

Gazetted Officers or the cadre
officers who are the mainstay
of the forces administrative and
operational structure.

The SSB and ITBP are
also likely to follow suit in
favouring the allowance of the
transgenders as a separate cat-
egory into the recruitment
rules.

Once the responses from
all the paramilitary forces are
received, the Home Ministry
will take a consolidated view
on the issue of incorporating
trasngender as a separate 
category besides male/female
in the recruitment rules of the
paramilitary forces, officials
said.
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In yet another  Black Friday,
the total number of coron-

avirus cases tested positive till
date breached the 1,00,000
mark while the day saw 64 per-
sons succumbing to the pan-
demic. 

The State has 42,955 active
covid-19 patients undergoing
treatment in various hospitals
as on Friday evening 6 pm. The
total number of persons diag-
nosed with Covid-19 till date
reached 1, 02721 as on Friday.

The State also recorded on
Friday 4,329 persons getting
diagnosed with Covid-19. Out
of this, Chennai alone tested
2,082 patients while neighbor-
ing districts of Chengalpet reg-

istered 330 patients.
Kancheepuram (121) and
Thiruvallur (172) continued
to be the danger zones along
with Chennai, according to
the medical bulletin issued by
the Tamil Nadu Government.

Out of the 64 deaths regis-
tered in the State on Friday,  58
had pre-existing comorbidity
or chronic diseases. The death
toll as on Friday in Tamil Nadu
stood at 1,385.

Tamil Nadu continued
with its aggressive testing pro-
grammes and the day saw
34,272 patients getting tested in
the 91 laboratories across the
State. Till date the Government
has tested 1.21 million persons
and counting. The number of
persons got discharged from
the hospitals following the cure

from the pandemic reached
58,378 on Friday.

Madurai (287) and Theni
(126) are the new headaches for
the  State administration. Theni
borders Kerala and there is pos-
sibilities of coronavirus persons
crossing over to Tamil Nadu via
the reserve forests and planta-
tions. The districts with rural
ambience and greeneries con-
tinued to be safe places which
have prevented the coronavirus
from making any deep dent.

Prsons in the age group of
13-60 continued to be the most
vulnerable to covid-19 accord-
ing to the bulletin. Out of the
total number of persons diag-
nosed with the pandemic, 85,
305 belonged to this group.
While the persons above the
age of 60 accounted for 12,363

cases, 5.052 kids in 0-12 age
group too were found to be
afflicted with coronavirus.

With the vaccine meant for
covid-19 remaining a mirage,
veteran physicians and public
health specialists are of the view
that the Government should
take into confidence practi-
tioners of all branches of med-
icine to work out a protocol. “In
Chennai itself more than 100
covid-19 patients including a
people’s representative have
been cured of this pandemic by
Ayurvedic medicine. 

But we do not want to pub-
licize it through the media lest
the authorities think we are try-
ing to promote something for
our personal gains,” said an
eminent physician on condi-
tions of anonymity.    
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In a unique move the Bengal
Government has decided to slap law suits

against the violators of corona protocols.
Unlike Maharashtra where the State

police have started imposing fines on those
who do not wear masks the Bengal police
have been asked to take “other legal mea-
sures” on the violators of corona protocols,
sources said.

“It has been seen that with the begin-
ning of Lockdown – II the people have
become reckless and are ignoring the pro-
cedures that should be strictly adhered to
by them while out of their homes…
hence the administration has decided to
take some measures,” a senior police offi-
cer said. The police at various places on
Thursday stopped people not wearing

masks, and took down their personal
details including names, addresses and
phone numbers.

“There were many educated citizens
who were seen not following the rules. Let
alone the less literate people,” said anoth-
er officer from the New Alipore Police
Station. The names of the violators of
corona protocols will be noted and sum-
mons will be sent to their respective
addresses with directions to appear before
the nearest court where they will be
required to explain their conduct.

“If they fail to convince the judge then
the provisions of National Disaster
Management Act will apply against them,”
an official said.

Though no ruling Trinamool Congress
leader would comment on why fines were
not being imposed against erring people
a South Kolkata MLA said “perhaps the
Government decided against imposing
fines to avoid yet another financial con-
troversy.”

Meanwhile, BJP MP from Hooghly
Locket Chatterjee has contacted the coro-
na virus. The Bengali actor-turned-politi-
cian who has been in self-quarantine for
the past one week tweeted on Thursday “I
have tested positive for Covid-19 this
morning, having mild fever and was in self-
isolation for the past one week. I will keep
everyone posted. All is well.”

A close aide later said that her condi-
tion was stable with mild fever. “She has
been keeping fine and is in isolation inside
her home too. There is no need to worry.”

A known star in Bengali movies
Chatterjee had joined the TMC in 2012
was inducted in the state Women’s
Commission. Later she developed differ-
ences with Chief Minister Mamata
Banerjee and joined the BJP in 2015 and
became its Mahila Morcha chief.
Subsequently she was elevated to the post
of party general secretary. She won the
Hooghly parliamentary seat by defeating
sitting TMC MP Dr Ratna De Nag.
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In a first of its kind incident,
a police constable posted at

Kolkata’s high-security Writers’
Buildings allegedly shot himself
dead, police officials said inves-
tigations were on to find out if
there was any other reason
besides what prima facie was
being suspected.

Bishwajit Karak, a 34-
Constable from West
Midnapore was posted alone at
gate number 6 of the Writers’
Buildings which served as the
State secretariat till before Chief
Minister Mamata Banerjee
shifted the state headquarters
to Nabanna.

The incident reportedly
occurred at 3.25 pm, sources
said adding Karak who was sit-

ting on a chair right opposite
the Press corner shot himself
with his service revolver. 

The bullet pierced through
his jaw and went out of his
head.

He was rushed to the
Calcutta Medical College and
Hospital where he was declared
brought dead by the doctors.
The dead constable was on
anti-depressants, sources in his
family said.

“As per preliminary inves-
tigation we have found that he
was on medication,” Deputy
Commissioner (Central) N
Sudheer Kumar said adding
CCTV footages would be
examined before coming to
any final conclusion. Other
officers said “prima facie it
seems to be a case of suicide.”
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Sattankulam Police Station which was in the
news recently for the custodial death of the

father-son duo of P Jeyaraaj and J Fenix con-
tinued to hog limelight even after the arrest
of the culprits on Thursday.

By Friday, the Madras High Court asked
the revenue department which was managing
the day-to-day affairs of the Station to hand
it back to the police department. 

The Revenue administration, led by the
district collector, had taken over the police sta-
tion last Monday following the direction of the
Madras High Court to do so  as a follow up
to the complaint by the Judicial Magistrate who
held the preliminary probe.

The Judicial Magistrate was threatened
and insulted by the cops on duty when the
former went to the Station for the probe.

The High Court expressed its displeasure
when the Magistrate informed the Court what
transpired at the Station and asked the revenue

department to take control of the police sta-
tion till the officials of the Crime 
Branch-Crime Investigation Department (CB-
CID) took charge of the station and the 
probe. 

The CB-CID which commenced its inves-
tigation on Tuesday arrested  on Thursday four
cops (an inspector, two sub-inspectors and a
constable) in connection with the deaths of
Jeyaraaj and Fenix.

Though initial reports said on Thursday
that head constable Muthu Raj was arrested,
he evaded the CB-CID net and escaped. He
has been declared as ‘wanted’ by the CB-CID
and two special teams have been deployed to
arrest him.

According to a source in the intelligence
department, this is the first time in recent his-
tory a police station had been handed over to
the revenue department by a court order to
prevent tampering of documents by the cops.
The entire police force attached to the station
has been transferred.
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Situation in Kerala has turned
grave according to Chief

Minister Pinarayi Vijayan.  He
said on Friday 211 persons were
diagnosed with Covid-19 in the
State and many cities and rural
areas are under threat. 

Vijayan’s May 8 claim that
the State flattened the coron-
avirus curve has come under a
cloud with his remarks in the
press briefing on Friday. This is
the highest number of persons
testing positive for the pan-
demic since it was reported in
the State in January 2020.

Though Pinarayi Vijayan
told the media that 138 persons
who were tested positive on
Friday were expatriates and 39

were from other parts of the
country, doctors in government
service said they had reserva-
tions about this findings. “The
State is experiencing unprece-
dented community transmis-
sion and the authorities are
reluctant to accept the ground
reality. The expatriates and peo-
ple from other States have come
as an excuse for them,” said a
doctor who spoke on condition

of anonymity.
Vijayan said 27 persons were

infected because of social trans-
mission. Six soldiers of the CISF
and a member of an air crew also
tested positive on Friday. He said
there were 2,908 covid patients
undergoing treatment in various
hospitals in the State. Kerala has
tested 4,964 persons with Covid-
19 till date.

While disclosing that the
State has 130 hotspots, the Chief
Minister said the pandemic was
spreading all over the State.
“There has been an increase in
the number of covid cases all dis-
tricts of the State. There are
patients everywhere including
villages and towns. Situation is
serious in Thiruvananthapuram
and Ernakulam.   
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State Congress president Mullapally
Ramachandran on Friday accused the

Prime Minister Narendra Modi led
Government of foul play over the way the
independent court of the United Nations
came out with its judgment in the case of
two Indian fishermen who were alleged-
ly shot dead by two Italian marines who
were on board the Italian tanker ‘Enrica
Lexie' off the coast of Kerala.

The Congress party has said that the
case was seen only under the rules of nav-
igation , while the criminal case was not
looked into and this is a huge lapse on the
part of the Modi Government.

The incident took place on February
15, 2012. The Indian Navy intercepted the
Italian tanker and detained the two
marines, triggering an international con-

flict over legal jurisdiction and function-
al immunity.

The two marines were released and
returned to Italy after two and four years,
respectively. The Arbitral Tribunal of the
United Nations was tasked to resolve the
conflict over jurisdiction.

Ramachandran in a statement won-
dered why this particular judgement sur-
faced only after a month since it was
announced.

“This delay is purposefully done to
escape the ire of the people and is also
against the directive of the Supreme Court.
The then UPA government and also then
Kerala Chief Minister Oommen Chandy
did their best to ensure justice for the vic-
tims. But ever since Modi took over the
reins, things went in the wrong direction
as he and the Italian Government had a
secret understanding,” said Ramachandran.
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The 11-day Goa Assembly
session may be curtailed to

a one-day event, in view of the
rising number of Covid-19
cases in the State, Leader of
Opposition Digambar Kamat
said on Friday, after an all-party
meeting with Speaker Rajesh
Patnekar at the state legislative
Assembly complex.

At the meeting, Opposition
legislators have also recom-
mended a virtual session of the
state Assembly.

“Today's meeting was an
informal one called by the
Speaker. There were discus-
sions on various aspects taking
into consideration the Covid-
19 situation. One suggestion is
that the assembly session
should be limited to one day for

passing of vote on accounts,”
Leader of Opposition and for-
mer Chief Minister Digambar
Kamat told reporters, after
emerging from the meeting
with other MLAs.

Kamat also said that in
view of the Covid-19 pandem-
ic, the state budget which was
presented some months back
by Sawant “had no meaning”
and there was no point in dis-
cussing the financial paper
now.

“The budget has no mean-
ing. It will have to be reset. All
these aspects will be discussed
in upcoming (legislative)
Business Advisory Committee
meeting. The Speaker has also
said that information about
how states are managing state
Assembly sessions in other
states like Maharashtra and

Delhi will be sought, before the
BAC meeting,” Kamat said.

Kamat said that the
Speaker as well as other MLAs
discussed the risks of holding
a prolonged assembly session,
at a time when Covid-19 cases
were rising with a record 90
plus cases reported on
Thursday.

“Apart from MLAs, there
are hundreds of persons who
are present during an Assembly
session including civil officers,
policemen, Assembly staff,” the
Leader of Opposition
said.

“There is the air condi-
tioning factor, the rainy season.
Cases are increasing on the out-
side. The Speaker has said let
us have a one-day session and
then a full-fledged session at a
later date,” Kamat said.
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Four police personnel of the Gomti
Nagar extension police station in

Lucknow have been suspended following
the death of a youth in custody.

The youth, police said, was brought
to the police station on Friday morning
in connection with a theft and he was later
found hanging with a belt. Police
Commissioner in charge, Sanjay Singhal,
has suspended an inspector and three
other police personnel in this regard. He
said that if found guilty after probe, a FIR
would be lodged against them.

According to reports, the youth was
caught by the caretaker when he tried to
break into the house of a retired police
official in the early hours of Friday and
was later handed over to the police.

Amaravati: Andhra Pradesh
reported 837 more coronavirus
cases in the 24 hours ending 9
am on Friday, taking the state's
corona vases to 16,934, the state
nodal officer said. Eight deaths
reported from different parts of
the state took the state's death
toll to 206.

Health officials said that
258 more patients were cured
and discharged from hospitals
on Friday, taking the tally of
cured persons to 7,632.

As many as 9,096 persons
are recieving treatment for
Covid-19 at different hospitals
in Andhra Pradesh.

As many as 38,898 tests
were conducted in the preced-
ing 24 hours, taking the over-
all number of tests conducted
till date to 9,71,611 till date.

On Friday, Kurnool report-
ed 4 deaths, Chittoor 2 deaths
and Krishna and East Godavari
districts 1 death each in the last
24 hours.

Anantapur reported the
highest daily tally of 149 cases,
followed by Prakasam with
139, and Kurnool with 116
cases. Guntur with 80 cases,
West Godavari with 57 cases,
East Godavari with 56 cases
and Visakhapatnam with 54

cases.
On Friday, 27 returnees

from Telangana were among
the new cases, apart from 9
returnees from Karnataka, and
3 from Delhi. Two cases each
from Rajasthan and West
Bengal were reported while 1
case was reported from Tamil
Nadu. Till date, 2,111 returnees
from other states have tested
corona positive.

Only two new cases were
reported among foreign
returnees on Friday -- one
person with travel history to
Saudi Arabia and a returnee
from Singapore.  IANS
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After denying her any
responsible position in its

State working committee,
Maharashtra BJP president
Chandrakant Patil on Friday
claimed that former Minister
and disgruntled party leader
Pankaja Munde would be vest-
ed with “a big responsibility” in
the party’s central working
committee.

Two months after she 
was denied party nomination
to contest the Maharashtra
Legislative Council polls,
Pankaja failed to make it 
to the list of 30 State party 
office bearers announced by
Patil. 

The list of state party office
bearers comprised 12 vice pres-
idents, six general secretaries,
a treasurer and 12 
secretaries.

Apart from nominating 30
State party office bearers, the
State BJP president named 68
members of the party working
committee and 139 others as
invitee-members of the State
working committee.

Pankaja and other dis-
gruntled party leaders like
Eknath Khadse, Prakash Mehta
and Vinod Tawade have been
named as members in the spe-
cial-invitee members of the
State Working 
committee.  

Though the names of the
state party bigwigs like Nitin
Gadkari, Devendra Fadnavis,
Piyush Goyal and Prakash
Javdekar also figure in the list
of 58 special invitee-members
of the state party working
members, Pankaja and three
other disgruntled leaders will

have little or no say in the state
party’s affairs in the State.

Asked about Pankaja hav-
ing been denied a responsible
post in the State party 
set up, Patil said: “Pankajatai
will get an important position
in the Central party set-up and
she will be a member of the
party’s state core committee”.

Given that Pankaja has
been consistently sidelined in
the state party set up and no
effort has been made to reha-
bilitate her, there were not
many takers for Patil’s claim in
the state party set up.

It may be recalled that
Pankaja had created a stir in the
BJP in December last year
ahead of her late father
Gopinath Munde’s 70th birth
anniversary by joining hands
with Khadse, announcing her
resignation from the party’s
core group and daring the
party leadership to sack her
from the party.

Even Khadse has also made
no bones about the manner in
which he has been sidelined in
the party On December 2 last
year, after meeting BJP leader
Pankaja Munde, Khadse had
made a shocking allegation
after meeting her that Pankaja
and his daughter Rohini
Khadse in the recent State
Assembly polls were defeated
due to a conspiracy hatched by
some party leaders.

In an apparent effort to
smooth the ruffled feathers of
Pankaja,  the party has appoint-
ed her MP-sister Preetam
Munde as the state party’s vice
president, while it has nomi-
nated Khadse’s daughter-in-
law and MP Raksha as the
party's secretary.
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Union Home Minister Amit
Shah on Friday reviewed

the preparedness for the mon-
soon and floods in the country,
and directed officials to devel-
op a well-planned scheme to
reduce damage and casualties.

The Ministry of Home
Affairs said, in a statement, that
Shah also sought action on pri-
ority to provide permanent
solutions to the perennial flood
problems in Bihar, Uttar
Pradesh and the northeastern
states.

The Home Minister
emphasised on better coordi-
nation between different agen-
cies to have a permanent sys-

tem for forecasting floods and
rise in water levels in major
catchment zones and areas of
the country.

Shah held a high-level
meeting to review preparedness
of measures to deal with mon-
soon and flood situation in
major flood-prone river basins
in the country, the statement
said. He directed the officials to
develop a well-planned scheme
to reduce flooding and min-
imise the loss to property and
lives.

The Home Minister also
directed the Ministry of Jal
Shakti and Central Water
Commission (CWC) to review
and assess data on real storage
capacity of major dams with a

view to ensure timely release of
water and prevention of floods.

The secretary in the
Department of Water
Resources, River Development
and Ganga Rejuvenation
informed about the major
floods that had occurred in the
country.

He apprised about the
structural measures, includ-
ing management of dams,
reservoirs, ongoing projects in
Nepal, flood protection mea-
sures and non-structural mea-
sures i.e. flood plain zoning,
flood forecasting and way for-
ward to mitigate effect of floods
in Ganga and Brahmaputra
Basins.

A total of 40-million-

hectares area in India is prone
to flood in which Ganga and
Brahmaputra are main flood
basins and Assam, Bihar, Uttar
Pradesh and West Bengal are
most flood-prone states, the
statement said.

The decisions taken in the
meeting will go a long way to
mitigate the sufferings of the
lakhs of people in the country
who have to face the fury of
floods in terms of damage to
their crops, property, liveli-
hood and precious lives, it
said.

Senior officials of the
National Disaster Response
Force (NDRF) and the India
Meteorological Department
(IMD) also gave presentations.
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In a marginal spike in infections and substantial
increase in fatalities, as many 198 people died

of Covid-19 and a record 6,334 others tested pos-
itive for the pandemic in Maharashtra on
Friday.

On a when the infected cases rose from
Thursday’s highest-ever tally of 6,330 to 6,334
on Friday, the number of reported deaths in the
state went up from 125 to 198 during the last
24 hours.  

With fresh fatalities and infections, the total
number of deaths mounted to 8,376 while the
total infected cases jumped from 1, 86, 626 to
1,92,990 on Friday. Of the 198 deaths, 150 deaths
occurred in the last 48 hours and the rest 48 are
from the previous period.

On a day when the total number of   patients
discharged from various hospitals after full
recovery since the second week of March this
year touched 1, 04,687, the recovery rate in the
state stood at 54.24 per cent. 

The mortality rate in the state is 4.34 per
cent. The state health authorities pegged the

number of “active cases” in the State at 79,911.
Of the total 198 deaths reported on Friday,

Mumbai accounted for 73 deaths taking the total
number of deaths in the metropolis to 4,762,
while the total number of  infected cases shot
up by 1,338 cases to touch 82,074.

In addition to 73 deaths recorded in
Mumbai, there were 50 deaths in Thane, 19 in
Pune, 15 in Solapur, 6 each in Palghar,
Aurangabad and Jalgaon, 5 in Jalna, 4 in
Raigad, 3 in Akola, 2 each in Dhule and
Amravati and  one  each in Nashik,
Ahmednagar, Nandurbar, Latur and Gondiya.
There were two deaths in other states.

With 43634 infections and 1075 deaths,
Thane has emerged as the second worst-hit dis-
trict after Mumbai in the state.

With 25454 infections patients and 826
deaths till now, Pune district has come third
among the affected districts. Out of 10,49,277
samples sent to laboratories for testing, 1,92,990
have tested positive (18.39%) for Covid-19 until
Friday.  Currently, 5,89,448 people are in home
quarantine while 42,371 people are in institu-
tional quarantine.

�����	���	���5�667
�����������/1"�������

*+'���,���	�����������
-���	������������	��$'.

����
�����	����-���
����
���/
�0-��������	��	�����������

"�������������	�����	�6��������3����	�7896��������	����������� � �!�



For the last two months, India and
China have been involved in a mil-
itary and diplomatic stand-off
along the Line of Actual Control
(LAC). The current skirmish is not

isolated from the main politics of China. It
is but an extension of the Communist Party
of China’s (CPC) domestic policy. The
developments at the border have come at a
time when the CPC is facing international
backlash over the outbreak of the pandem-
ic. Back home, too, the Chinese are frustrat-
ed over the CPC’s role in covering up the
spread of the Coronavirus in Wuhan city,
which eventually led to the deaths of thou-
sands of people. As per the database leaked
from the National University of Defence
Technology in Changsha city, China could
have had 6,40,000 cases instead of the offi-
cial 84,000. This revelation has further
alienated the CPC from the Chinese people.

What, however, is worrying is that 70
years on, India’s Tibet dilemma remains.
Before Tibet was invaded by China, there was
no sign of well-made road along the India-
Tibet border. However, trade routes for pack
animals existed. From Srinagar, a route runs
to Leh and thence through Southern Tibet
to Shigatse and Lhasa. From Lhasa, a much-
used route goes to Chamdo. In short, there
was hardly any sign of a good road or any
major bridge in Tibet. All of this changed
drastically after the Chinese invasion of Tibet.
China became India’s new neighbour and
with this new development, the tranquility
across the Himalayas was hijacked by an
authoritarian party-State. 

Ever since the invasion of Tibet, the
development of strategic roads became a top
priority for the CPC. It undertook massive
infrastructure development projects for
more than two decades. And by 1975, China
had completed 91 highways totalling 15,800
km, with 300 permanent bridges in outer
Tibet alone, effectively connecting 97 per
cent of the region’s counties by roads. Then
the People’s Liberation Army (PLA) started
focussing on Tibet. Ever since, the number
of exercises and overall military activities in
the Lanzhou and Chengdu military regions
have been noteworthy. In one of the early
instances, in October 2011, the PLA was
reported to have carried out two joint exer-
cises in the Chengdu and Lanzhou military
regions. 

The Global Times reported on January
5, “In the new year exercises, the PLA Tibet
Military Command has deployed heli-
copters, armoured vehicles, heavy artillery
and anti-aircraft missiles across the region:
From Lhasa, capital of Tibet, with an eleva-
tion of 3,700 metres to border defence front-
lines with elevations of more than 4,000
meters.” It further noted, “China’s latest
weapons, including the Type 15 tank and the
new 155-millimetre vehicle-mounted how-
itzer, were deployed in Tibet as the PLA
began the first round of exercises in 2020.”
Because of its continuous infrastructure
development, today, the PLA is in a position
to carry out numerous military exercises

even on the inhospitable terrains
of Tibet.

One stone at a time: CPC’s
territorial strategy for future
claims and control: Early in
1995, after the Philippines
Government discovered that
octagonal bunker-type struc-
tures were being constructed
on a previously unoccupied
reef, the then Chinese Foreign
Minister, Qian Qichen, had
claimed that it was built by the
authorities of Hainan for the
convenience of Chinese fisher-
men around the Spratly Island.
Following this incident, there
was a series of diplomatic
exchanges and visits by heads
of both countries to satisfacto-
rily resolve the issue. Despite
numerous diplomatic engage-
ments, China continued to
upgrade its physical presence
on the Mischief Reef. Later
these structures became the
base for the CPC laying sover-
eignty claim  over the islands. 

On November 26, 2016,
satellite images released by the
Asia Maritime Transparency
Initiative (AMTI) showed a
series of hexagonal structures
now in place on each of the
seven islets. They appear to be
large anti-aircraft guns and
close-in weapons systems
(CIWS), AMTI said. In fact, this
weapon system can also be used
on land to protect the military
base. By 2018, the reef had
been turned into a militarised

artificial island equipped with
anti-ship cruise missiles.

As it is said, “Old habits die
hard.” Despite pressurising India
to stop the construction of roads
in the Galwan Valley and
Pangong Tso, China continues to
develop an enhanced transport
network and military infra-
structure across Tibet’s regions
bordering India. The Indian
Government should not allow
the installation of any temporary
or permanent structures by the
PLA on the disputed territory.
Any physical structure, either
temporary or permanent, built
by the PLA should be either dis-
mantled or a similar structure be
installed in the area claimed by
the CPC. Else, it may argue in
the future that the structures are
nothing more than shelters for
the PLA soldiers lost in the
Galwan Valley. And the con-
struction of roads or any other
permanent military installation
near the disputed border may
become a source of future claims
and control by China.

Dear CPC, home is where
your threat is: In the history of
China, the Chinese population
is a major factor for the
dethronement of a number of
dynasties. China was not only
invaded many times by nomadic
people from outside its borders
but was also turned upside
down many more times by its
own citizens, mainly peasants. In
all, there were 1,109 main mil-

itary conflicts between the
Chinese and the northern
nomads from 215 BC to AD
1684 and as many as 225,887
recorded armed rebellions
between 210 BC and AD 1910
within China. In 20th century
China, there were two mass
movements, mostly led by
young students, scholars and lit-
erary figures. Later, people from
all walks of life joined in. The
two crucial movements were:
The 1919 May 4 Movement and
the Tiananmen Square protests.
In both these movements, poor
governance, rampant officials’
corruption, high unemploy-
ment rate were the main caus-
es for the outburst. 

Before the Tiananmen
Square protests, by October
1988, the population of migrant
labourers in Beijing had reached
one million and was growing
continuously. In Guangzhou,
the capital of Guangdong
Province, more than 2.5 million
rural labourers flooded the city
over a short period between
February and March 1989. Not
only this, thousands of univer-
sity graduates failed to get jobs
of their interests and the unem-
ployment rate was high. Rising
inflation added to the woes. All
these developments sowed the
seeds of mass protests. In mod-
ern times, too, despite the CPC
having an iron-fist control on the
Chinese people, between 1993
and 2008, there were a total of

614,100 protests across China.  
This year, with the CPC

attempting to cover up informa-
tion pertaining to the COVID-
19 pandemic, the Chinese peo-
ple realised the importance of
freedom of expression and
access to the free flow of infor-
mation. It was the denial of these
rights that led to the death of Li
Wenliang and the spread of
Coronavirus in China. This
pandemic didn’t take a long time
to spread and brought the glob-
al economy to its nadir. 

China, being the source of
the virus, has been the worst-hit
economically. In late April, a
report by Shandong-based
Zhongtai Securities Brokerage
Company in China concluded
that the unemployment rate in
China is at 20.5 per cent with
some 70 million people out of
work. While the official jobs data
released by China’s national
bureau of statistics on May 15
put the unemployment rate in
April at six per cent. 

Later, the report was
retracted and Li Xunlei, the
director of the research unit of
Zhongtai Securities, was
removed from his post. This
shows the CPC’s hyper-sensi-
tivity towards unemployment
problems in China. The one
thing that the CPC fears the
most is the spectre of unem-
ployment. During a conference
on employment and entrepre-
neurship related to general
colleges and universities grad-
uates on May 13, Chinese
Premier Li Keqiang demanded
more emphasis be put on key
groups by offering college and
university graduates targetted
job-seeking services. One of the
main reasons behind China’s
erratic behaviour in Asia is to
divert the attention of aggriev-
ed, frustrated and millions of
jobless people.

Xi’s predecessor, Mao-
Zedong, too, had declared a war
on India on account of growing
unpopularity in China because
of his failure of the Great Leap
Forward, which led to the death
of around 45 million people.
Bertil Linter, author of China’s
India War, concluded that “the
border dispute was only an
excuse to  launch the 1962 war.”
To secure his power firmly and
to divert the attention of the
Chinese people, war was
declared against India amid the
Cuban crisis. In a bid to divert
the attention of the Chinese peo-
ple on account of joblessness,
the CPC is behaving erratically
with its neighbours. In other
words, in the coming days,
developments inside China will
shape its foreign policy because
the real threat for the ruling
party lies within. 

(The writer is is a former
research fellow at the Tibet 
Policy Institute)
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Sir — That Prasar Bharati has sent
a letter to the Press Trust of India
(PTI), suggesting that journalism
practised by it was not in “nation-
al interest,” wasn’t surprising.
The supposedly autonomous
body is now said to be reviewing
its future associations with PTI.
Prasar Bharati used to pay �9.15
crore annually to PTI for its ser-
vices. However, since 2017, the
public broadcaster has allegedly
been holding back about 25 per
cent (current figure at �6.75
crore) of the contribution as it
wants to renegotiate the costs. 

In tune with the Narendra
Modi-led Government at the
Centre, Prasar Bharati seems to be
equating “national interest” with
that of the Government. It appears
that Prasar Bharati is upset with
the PTI for not just conducting an
interview with the Chinese
Ambassador Sun Weidong —
apparently for the first time the
official conceded that the onus of
de-escalation of tension between
India and China should fall on the
latter — but also for its tweet by
India’s Ambassador to China,
Vikram Misri, where he asserted
China’s obligation to move “back

to its side of the LAC”. In doing
so, Misri incidentally accepted
that the Chinese troops had
indeed ingressed the border and,
thus, contradicted the Prime
Minister’s claim. It is likely that
these two “offences” led Prasar
Bharati to take steps against PTI.

In the garb of nationalism, Modi
and his Government seem to be
coercing the media to carry only
those articles which unfailingly
eulogise the Prime Minister. This
is shameful. 

Bidyut Kumar Chatterjee
Faridabad
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Sir — The situation is still precar-
ious in the national capital with
more than 300 active contain-
ment zones and ever-rising Covid
cases. Concerned authorities

must not only identify various
trouble spots but also strike at the
basic fault lines. 

The Government must con-
sider imposing a suitable fine for
those not wearing masks and
those flouting social distancing
norms at public places. The Chief
Minister must think about reim-
posing the lockdown in all vul-
nerable areas of the capital, irre-
spective of their extant promi-
nence, proximity and locations
before it gets too late.

Sweta
Via email
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Sir — In view of China’s nefari-
ous design, India, too, must come
up with equal alacrity. A ban on
Chinese apps is welcome but
uncertainty prevails over its
implementation and the road
ahead. Nevertheless, India has
sent the message loud and clear:
It will not take it lying down and
retaliate with full force both on
and off the battlefield.

Shantanu
Via email
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As the Indian economy witnesses a major
downturn, predictably a negative growth, the
dichotomy between monetary and fiscal pol-

icy becomes an irritant. Monetary management by
allowing for a nearly �13 trillion loan to the corpo-
rate, MSME, agriculture and other sectors of the
economy is a huge release of capital stuck in the
banking and non-banking sector. Arguably this
would have turned the wheels of industrial produc-
tion but COVID-19, with its multiple slowdown
effects, won’t allow it to happen. Critics have point-
ed out that the absence of open chest financing of
Government debt and securities, as well as no last-
resort cash support to about 14 crore jobless migrant
workers, have depressed the economy both in the
short and long-term. This impacts productive activ-
ity negatively in the secondary and tertiary sectors
of the economy with falling demand.

In the absence of fiscal stimuli, distressed and
risk assets in the market stand in the way of any
attempt at recovery. Monetary stimuli in the
absence of effective demand cannot boost the busi-
ness cycle. A huge shortfall in revenue, from both
tax and non-tax sources, has only created a spurt
in public debt and the consequent rate cut for con-
trolling debt has created a precarious imbalance
between real output and interest rates. Failing inter-
est rates create a vicious cycle of inducing stress in
asset-based funds that now have to look for stim-
uli from financial institutions to survive from debt.
In effect, resources of the Reserve Bank of India
(RBI) and the available Government funds for loans
run the risk of turning into NPAs even in the short-
term. So circulation of higher liquidity in situations
of Corona-induced insolvency presents a slippery
slope for the management of the macroeconomic
policy.

The stimulus package of �20 lakh crore for
macroeconomic management has not shown signs
of  much-needed neutralisation of the liquidity trap
by raising demand for credit. The package establish-
es that there is no liquidity crunch and indeed India’s
foreign reserve reaches a peak of over $500 billion,
covering much of its import bill. In such a situation,
the demand for Government securities and bonds
should have gone higher but the demand situation
is such that it prods the investors to hold back such
securities. In contrast, the Reliance JIO deal, by rais-
ing funds through rights issues in the stock mar-
ket, received a preferential treatment from the
Ministry of Corporate Affairs to only offset its huge
debt without corresponding expansion of the cred-
it market, which could have helped the banks to off-
set the situation of a liquidity trap. Had the
Government issued new bonds and securities
using the cut in the rate and generated some addi-
tional funds like its blue-eyed boy Reliance, that
would have probably eased excess liquidity. Instead,
given the increasing rate of macroeconomic unem-
ployment, almost at 14 per cent, the need for addi-
tional funds for employment generating activities
by way of stimulus packages announced by the
Government got immobile in the widening liquid-
ity trap. The Government has already printed cur-
rency notes worth �1.6 lakh crore and only succeed-
ed in creating a good accounting ratio between its
income, expenditure and debt instead of flinching
itself out of the liquidity trap.

What can extricate the economy from the liq-
uidity trap is the generation of demand, demand and
more demand. Significantly, two correlated and yet
highly-fluctuating monetary instruments, like
India’s foreign reserve touching a record $500 bil-
lion as external trade falls and the Government’s

internal borrowings from the market
plummeting only to pull down repo
rates, present a hard picture of control of
fund flows. It is not clear how the RBI shall
channelise reinvestment of cheaper bor-
rowings into production, while such
investments in the stock market at present
do not ensure gains. It is in this grim sce-
nario that the Centre’s declaration of flex-
ibility in tax slabs to industries, as part of
the stimulus package, only helps the
businesses to keep afloat. Deflationary
pressure continues unchecked in the
product market as the Government scam-
pers for attracting investment through
floating rate bonds. 

The recent increase of employment in
agriculture with the Centre’s �1.5 trillion
package has generated some demand, yet
it does not show signs of revival. Reverse
migration from cities to rural areas is an
immediate cause of such increased
demand but last-mile delivery issues do
not allow it to be an impact of the
Government’s �1.5 lakh crore package. In
effect, if one combines a stalemate in for-
eign trade and piling reserve with falling
rates of investment and profit, the stimu-
lus on the demand side cannot overcome
this simultaneous fall in both supply and
demand. Restarting the economy to off-
set the slump in income and demand,
combined with fresh doses of investment
in greenfield areas through stocks, are still
to gather much momentum against the
early signs of a recession. Recessionary
trends in the manufacturing sector com-
bined with a deflationary fall in the
Wholesale Price Index produce a cascade
of compression in the economy, making
rating agencies predict negative GDP
growth for at least the next two years.

A very paradoxical question to ask is,
does a programmatic infusion of demand
as the stimulus package enforce austerity
and fund crunch arising out of an inher-
ited fiscal deficit at the level of nearly five
per cent of the present GDP? The ques-

tion could be further teetered by asking
whether recessionary trends at the macro-
economic level require an open chest fund-
ing for every sector of the economy, start-
ing with the most distressed. The behav-
iour of risk assets such as Franklin
Templeton and DHFL withdrawing $25
billion from the Indian stock market fur-
ther depresses the already sluggish
demand. Does this recessionary symptom
cause a decrease in the capacity of the State
and the Government to respond to the
chain of fiscal demands without saving its
back by generation of additional income
through revenue and extra-revenue routes? 

Possibly this question brings out the
reason why the Centre is raising the prices
of petrol, diesel and other fuels when crude
prices are at the lowest. Could this be the
only means to generate extra revenue so
that fiscal deficit can be covered up and
profits made by oil companies could be
used for funding a longer crisis? Given the
lockdown-induced loss of capacity, the
Government is adopting this easy route in
spite of its deleterious impact on the prices
of essential goods. The situation returns
to the same vicious cycle as fall in income,
investment, interest, wage and demand
make it impossible to revive the economy
despite good supply side management in
terms of monetary policy. Post lockdown,
the economy then looks like a quicksand
that eats up the stimulus without the
desired impact. The economy continues
to move in the trajectory of decline in real
GDP and rates of profit. This lies beyond
the scope of monetary and fiscal readjust-
ments as the Centre struggles to maintain
the fundamentals of the economy.

Nothing could have been more
treacherous than the Chinese aggression
at this time of crisis. Though the
Government is able to make large pay-
ments for defence purchases such as �3 bil-
lion to the US, �2.1 billion to Israel, �16
billion to Russia, yet there is a seeming lack
of funds for medical preparedness to fight

COVID-19 and defence preparedness to
fight China. With a heady mix of grow-
ing income inequality, falling consump-
tion and revenue and stressed assets in
money markets, a Government with its
hands full of funds does not have many
options to spend. As a result, the much-
needed panacea of Direct Cash Transfer
to 25 crore migrant workers and other
rural labourers has not been taken up by
an internally and externally-shaken
Government.

One requires a proper framework to
understand such a dysfunctional state of
the economy. Economist Thomas Piketty’s
famous thesis on India’s growth story, in
terms of the falling contribution of peo-
ple at the bottom and an artificial attempt
by the Government to keep rate of inter-
est lower than the rate of return from cap-
ital, seems to dominate the money mar-
ket. The absence of an appropriate scheme
for re-distribution of profit and income for
social good turns advantages in the
money market ineffective as prognosticat-
ed by Piketty and Paul Krugman. 

In the deflationary pressure induced
by the pandemic, what remains inexplic-
able is the hoarding of funds, which cre-
ates a suffocating liquidity trap in the mar-
ket. Piketty’s suggestion that India should
initiate a universal basic income scheme
could have balanced out this excess liquid-
ity in favour of increased demand had the
Government succeeded in kicking off the
economy at the level of pre-lockdown pro-
ductivity. 

Instead, the Government’s austere
move to curtail public expenditure due to
revenue shortfall is in sync with the exist-
ing recessionary trend in the economy. The
Chinese perception of this economic
recession is the salient factor that prompts
China to create a war-like situation with
India in the interest of augmenting its own
internal demands. 

(The writer is a Political Economy ana-
lyst and Philosopher based in Shillong)
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Though the economic fallout of
the pandemic is more vivid, its
impact has political dimensions,

too. Many short-term measures
imposed now may have a long-term
influence on both national and inter-
national governance and political ide-
ology. The political impact, in the
national context, seems to be arising
out of four factors: Nature of response
by countries; manner of response;
deepening of societal fault lines and
nature of the regimes vis-à-vis their
effectiveness in controlling the virus. 

It might impact the world order,
too, due to the shifting of the balance
of power and the ideological debate on

global cooperation vs isolationism
and liberalism vs authoritarianism.

Normally, the response to a dis-
aster is 3R: Rescue, Relief and
Rehabilitation. But in the case of the
Corona, a fourth R has crept in and this
is Regulation. The lockdown resulted
in complete disruption of all move-
ment, the economy and  personal lib-
erty. Across countries, not only the
framework of regulations but the
manner of imposition has a common
pattern. 

The executive, with or without the
consent of the legislature and other
stakeholders, gave itself absolute pow-
ers and responded by executive
decrees. The differential impact of sud-
den economic disruption on different
strata of society has exacerbated the
strain across the existing societal fault
lines of rich vs poor, urban vs rural,
region vs region, local vs migrants,
employer vs employees and so on. 

The crisis has also fuelled debate
on the effectiveness of authoritarian
regimes vis-à-vis democracies as major

democracies like the US, Germany and
Italy faltered in their effort while
authoritarian regimes of Singapore and
Vietnam controlled the virus well.
Now, let us see the likely impact. The
first political impact is the centralisa-
tion of power. The ruling elite in
Hungary, the Philippines, China, El
Salvador and Uganda have used the
crisis to accredit themselves with
emergency powers, moving them fur-
ther away from democracy. In India,
the invoking of the National Disaster
Management Act, too, resulted in
centralisation of powers in the nation-
al executive.

The second is the abridgment of
fundamental rights, expanded State
surveillance and banishing of protests.
In Hungary, Jordan, Chile, Thailand
and so on, punishments were pre-
scribed for spreading misinformation,
which opens the possibility of muz-
zling any voice of dissent. Invasive sur-
veillance systems in Israel, South
Korea and Singapore, unthinkable
earlier, are being hailed as effective

measures for slowing infections. 
Plus, the social strains caused by

economic disruption may change
political alignments and the landscape
of political debate by creating more
fractured societies. The spirit of fed-
eralism has also been impacted due to
excessive centralisation of power. 

Another impact of this outbreak
may be reduction in the influence of
the neo-liberal trend of decreasing role
of the State, considering the strong,
dominant and pivoting role played by
the State to counter the virus. Given
the experience of the current crisis, it
will be difficult to argue that the pri-
vate sector and philanthropy can be a
substitute for a competent State dur-
ing a national emergency.

While it may be argued that these
are emergency measures and were
needed to tackle an unprecedented sit-
uation with a firm hand, it cannot be
predicted with certainty that all these
measures will be done away with once
the crisis is over. More so because this
contagion is going to stay for some

time. The longer it prevails, the more
difficult it will be to dismantle emer-
gency powers. Forget about authori-
tarian or tending to be authoritarian
regimes, it may tempt even democra-
tically-elected governments to contin-
ue the emergency measures in the
same or modified form, to centralise
powers and strengthen their hold on
the polity, given the comfort it provides
to the ruling elite. The most danger-
ous possibility is posed by the use of
high-end technologies for surveil-
lance, which opens up many possibil-
ities for misuse during normal times,
too.

The current crisis has also brought
to the fore the debate over the future
of a new world order. There may be
two types of impacts on the world
order. First may be the shift in balance
of power and resultant shifting dom-
inance over international organisa-
tions. The second might be a boost to
the ideology of isolationism vis-à-vis
global cooperation and authoritarian-
ism vis-à-vis liberal democracy.

The global distribution of power
seems to be shifting away from the US
and Europe, which are faring badly in
containing the disaster as compared to
the East Asian countries which have
fared well. The slogan of “America
First” under the Trump presidency and
its unwillingness to take the position
of a global leader, before and during
the pandemic, has led to the beginning
of China’s dominance and aggression
in the new world order. Beijing was
already silently working towards dom-
ination in the economic order, global
trade balance and supply chains,
spreading hegemony over the ruling
elite of developing countries, in Africa
and Asia through debt-trap diploma-
cy and more recently in capturing the
United Nations institutions. The out-
break has only accelerated this process.

At the ideological level, the disrup-
tion of global supply chains, the lead-
ing role of State actors and centralis-
ing tendencies may lead to a domi-
nance of nationalist, isolationist and
illiberal ideologies on the internation-

al arena. Globally, at the national level,
we may see a rise in authoritarian, cen-
tralising tendencies and changing
political landscape on account of frac-
tured societies. At the international
level, in the absence of a change in US
policy and its hesitation in providing
a rallying point for liberal democracies,
it would be a free road for China to
advance its ideology, technology and
politico-economic dominance in the
emerging world order. 

Some scholars point to the lack of
goodwill of China as a counter argu-
ment to its rising influence but we
must remember that global politics is
not a popularity contest. Hard politi-
co-economic facts cannot be ignored.
Second, the failure to ensure global
cooperation in tackling the pandem-
ic may lead to rising nationalist and
isolationist tendencies and wear out the
effectiveness of international organi-
sations.

(The writer is a senior IAS officer
serving in Bihar. Views expressed here
are personal)
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Johannesburg: South Africa on
Friday confirmed another
record high number of daily
virus cases with 8,728 as anx-
iety grows in Johannesburg, the
country's latest hot spot.

The city has more than
22,000 cases and Gauteng
province, which also includes
the capital, Pretoria, now has
nearly 30 per cent of the coun-
try's cases.

South Africa has Africa's
most confirmed cases with
more than 168,000. AP

Paris: The Paris appeals court
on Friday upheld a decision to
end a years-long investigation
into the plane crash that sparked
Rwanda's 1994 genocide, citing
lack of sufficient evidence.

The probe has damaged
France-Rwanda relations for
years, because it targeted sev-
eral people close to current
Rwandan President Paul
Kagame. His supporters
denounce the investigation as
an attempt to exonerate
France's suspected role in the
genocide.  AP

Manila: The Philippine foreign
secretary warned China on
Friday of “the severest
response” if ongoing Chinese
military exercises in the dis-
puted South China Sea spill
over to Philippine territory.

Foreign Secretary Teodoro
Locsin Jr said China's People's
Liberation Army has been stag-
ing exercises off the Paracel
Islands since July 1 and Chinese
maritime officials have pro-
hibited all vessels from navi-
gating within the area of the
maneuvers.

After checking the coordi-
nates of the no-entry zone,
where the Chinese military
maneuvers are being staged,
Locsin said the waters off the
Paracels, which are also claimed
by Vietnam, “do not impinge on
Philippine territory” although
he raised some concern.

“Should the exercises spill
over to Philippine territory,
then China is forewarned that
it will be met with the severest
response, diplomatic and what-
ever else is appropriate,” Locsin
said in a statement without
elaborating.

The Philippine warning to
China over their territorial
conflicts is the strongest so far
this year and comes despite an
improvement in relations since
President Rodrigo Duterte took

office in 2016.
Vietnam protested in April

after a Chinese coast guard ship
rammed and sank a boat with
eight fishermen off the Paracel
Islands. The Philippines backed
Vietnam and protested two
new territorial districts
announced by China in large
swaths of the sea, adding that
China's assertive actions were
taking place while the region
was preoccupied with the coro-
navirus pandemic.

Locsin said those territori-
al districts in the disputed waters
were “null and void” for being
devoid of basis in international
law. “This is the problem with
playing fast and loose with his-
torical narratives and historical
names,” Locsin said. “They open
themselves to error; unless the
real purpose is to excuse unchal-

lenged mistakes that may over
time harden into rights.” 

China, like any other
power, can invoke freedom of
navigation while carrying out
military exercises, Locsin said,
but added that such passages
should be done in a straight
and uninterrupted voyage.

“We continue to look to
China, as our nearest and
biggest trading partner,” Locsin
said, adding that its participa-
tion is essential to the success
of any post-coronavirus eco-
nomic recovery. But he called
on “the erring parties to refrain
from escalating tension and
abide by the responsibilities
under international law” and
exercise self-restraint in taking
actions that could escalate dis-
putes, especially during the
pandemic. AP

Paris: French President
Emmanuel Macron on Friday
named Jean Castex, who coor-
dinated France's virus reopen-
ing strategy, as the country's
new prime minister.

The relatively low-profile
Castex replaces Edouard
Philippe, who resigned earlier
in the day. Macron is reshuf-
fling the government to focus
on restarting the economy after
months of lockdown.

Castex, 55, is a career pub-
lic servant who has worked
with multiple governments.
France's gradual reopening

plan has been seen as general-
ly successful so far.

Many government mem-
bers are expected to be replaced
in the reshuffle.

In an interview given to
several local newspapers on
Thursday, Macron, said he is
seeking a “new path” to rebuild
the country for the two remain-
ing years of his term.

He praised Philippe's “out-
standing work” in the past
three years. 

“I will need to make choic-
es to lead (the country) down
the path,” he said. The reshuf-

fle comes days after a green
wave swept over France in
local elections. Macron saw his
young centrist party defeated in
France's biggest cities and fail-
ing to plant local roots across
the country.

It was planned even before
Sunday's voting, as Macron's
government faced obstacles
and criticism before and dur-
ing the virus crisis.

As the pandemic was peak-
ing in the country in March and
April, authorities came under
fire for the lack of masks, tests
and medical equipment. AP

Lahore: A Pakistani court on
Friday dismissed a former
accountability court judge over
a controversial video scandal in
which he purportedly confessed
to have sentenced deposed
Prime Minister Nawaz Sharif to
seven years in a corruption
case under pressure.

The Lahore High Court's
seven-member administrative
body headed by Chief Justice
Qasim Khan announced the
decision to dismiss Islamabad
accountability court judge
Arshad Malik.

Malik had convicted Sharif
in December 2018  in the Al-
Azizia Steel Mills corruption
case and also fined him USD 25
million. In July 2019, Sharif 's
daughter, Maryam Nawaz,

released a purported video of
Malik in which he confessed
that he had been “blackmailed
and pressured” to convict the
PML-N supreme leader.

He indirectly referred to the
intelligence agencies that put
pressure on him. The judge had
denied the allegations, saying
there was no pressure on him to
convict Sharif and that the
videos shown by Maryam of his
alleged confession at a press
conference were “fake and based
on lies”. Welcoming the LHC's
decision on Friday, PML-N
President Shehbaz Sharif and
Vice President Maryam said
that dismissal of former
Islamabad accountability court
judge Malik “proved the inno-
cence” of Sharif. PTI
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The Pentagon said it was
“concerned” about Chinese

military exercises around a
disputed archipelago in the
South China Sea, warning that
the maneuvers will “further
destabilise” the region.

China's expanding mili-
tary presence in the contested
waters has worried several of its
neighbors, and Washington
rejects Beijing's territorial
claims to much of the region,
including the Paracel Islands.

“The Department of
Defense is concerned about the
People's Republic of China
(PRC) decision to conduct
military exercises around the
Paracel Islands in the South
China Sea on July 1-5,” the
Pentagon said in a statement on
Thursday.

The activities “further
destabilise the situation” in the
area claimed by China,
Vietnam and Taiwan, it said.

But Beijing rounded on the
criticism, saying Friday that the
drills were “within the scope of
China's territorial sovereignty.”

“Some countries outside
this region regularly travel far
and wide to the South China
Sea to put on large-scale mili-
tary exercises, flexing their
muscle,” said foreign ministry
spokesman Zhao Lijian at a
routine briefing.

“This is the fundamental
reason impacting the stability

of the South China Sea situa-
tion.”

The Paracels are a group of
islands equidistant from the
coast of China and Vietnam,
claimed by both countries as
well as Taiwan, and a regular
source of tension.

The US also regularly con-
ducts so-called “freedom of
navigation operations” in the
South China Sea in order to
stand up to Beijing, with the US
Navy sometimes sending war-
ships to the Paracels. The
region is believed to have valu-
able oil and gas deposits.

In April, a Chinese ship
rammed and sunk a
Vietnamese fishing boat near
the Paracel Islands, notching up
tensions between the two coun-
tries.

Vietnam said Friday that it
had also delivered a protest
note to China, warning “not to
repeat similar violations in the
future.”

Such exercises also violate
Beijing's “commitments under
the 2002 Declaration on the
Conduct of Parties in the South
China Sea to avoid activities
that would complicate or esca-
late disputes and affect peace
and stability,” it said.

The declaration, signed by
the Association of Southeast
Asian Nations (ASEAN) coun-
tries, said all parties would
“avoid activities that would
complicate or escalate disputes
and affect peace and stability.”
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Lahore: At least 20 Pakistani
Sikh pilgrims returning from
Nankana Sahib were killed
when the driver of the mini-bus
they were travelling reported-
ly tried to take a short cut to
avoid a shut railway crossing
and rammed the vehicle into a
passenger train in Pakistan's
Punjab province on Friday,
officials said.

The mini-bus carrying
around 26 Sikh pilgrims, all
from Peshawar, hit the Shah
Hussain Express which was
coming from Karachi to Lahore
at a crossing near Sheikhupura
district at around 1.30 pm,
police said.

According to Rescue 1122
officials, at least eight people
were injured in the accident, all
of whom were shifted to
District Headquarters Hospital,
Sheikhupura, Dawn newspaper
reported. 

The gate at the crossing
was closed and the driver
apparently tried to take a short-
cut instead of waiting for the
gate to open, senior police
officer Ghazi Salahuddin told
reporters at the crash site.

“Twenty passengers died
that included women and chil-
dren,” he said.

The Evacuee Trust

Property Board (ETPB)
spokesperson Amir Hashmi
said the bus was carrying most-
ly Sikh pilgrims to Gurdwara
Sacha Sauda in Farooqabad in
the district.

“They had come to
Nankana Sahib from Peshawar.
After staying in Nanakana
Sahib, they were leaving for
Peshawar. The ETPB security
had escorted them till the lim-
its of Nankana Sahib,” he said.

Police have denied reports
that the crossing was
unmanned.

Pakistan Railways Chief
Executive Officer Dost Ali
Laghari has set up a commit-
tee comprising three senior

officers to investigate the inci-
dent. It will present its initial
report by Saturday “so that it
can be determined which side
was at fault”, according to the
press release.

“Action will be taken in
accordance with the law against
whomever is held responsible
for this accident,” the Railways
statement said.

The rescue teams reached
the spot and shifted the injured
to the district headquarters
hospital, a statement by the
Railways Ministry said.

The railways said a divi-
sional engineer has been sus-
pended from service and an
inquiry has been launched. PTI
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Istanbul: The fiancee of Jamal
Khashoggi told a Turkish court
Friday that the Washington
Post columnist was lured to his
death at the Saudi Consulate in
Istanbul through “a great
betrayal and deception,” and
she asked that all persons
responsible for his killing be
brought to justice.

Hatice Cengiz spoke at the
opening of the trial in absen-
tia of two former aides of
Saudi Crown Prince
Mohammed bin Salman and 18
other Saudi nationals who were
charged in Turkey for

Khashoggi's grisly slaying. The
journalist's 2018 killing at the
consulate sparked internation-
al condemnation and cast a
cloud of suspicion over the
prince.

The 20 Saudi defendants all
left Turkey, and Saudi Arabia
rejected Turkish demands for
their extradition. Some of the
men were put on trial in
Riyadh behind closed doors.
The proceedings were widely
criticised as a whitewash.
Khashoggi's family members
later announced they had for-
given his killers. AP
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Dubai: An online video and
messages purportedly claiming
responsibility for a fire that ana-
lysts say damaged a centrifuge
assembly plant at Iran's under-
ground Natanz nuclear site
deepened the mystery on
Friday around the incident.

The multiple, different
claims by a self-described group
called the “Cheetahs of the
Homeland” included language
used by several exiled Iranian
opposition organizations, as
well as focused almost entirely
on Iran's nuclear program,

viewed by Israel as a danger to
its very existence.

The disparate messages, as
well as the fact Iran experts had
never heard of the group before,
raised questions about whether
Natanz again had faced sabo-
tage by a foreign nation as it had
during the Stuxnet computer
virus outbreak believed to have
been engineered by the US
and Israel.

“If it is proven that our
country has been attacked by
cyberattacks, we will respond,”
warned Gen Gholam Reza

Jalali, the head of Iran's military
unit in charge of combating
sabotage, according to a report
late Thursday by the Mizan
news agency.

Iranian officials have
sought to downplay the fire
early Thursday, calling it only
an “incident” that affected an
“industrial shed.” 

However, a released photo
and video broadcast by Iranian
state television of the site
showed a two-story brick build-
ing with scorch marks and its
roof apparently destroyed.  AP
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Ankara: An explosion at a fire-
works factory in northwestern
Turkey on Friday killed four
people and injured at least 97
others, officials said.

There were 186 workers at
the factory outside the town of
Hendek, in Sakarya province,
Health Minister Fahrettin Koca
told reporters.

Koca, who travelled to the
area along with two other
ministers, said the explosion
killed four workers while 97
others were hospitalized.
Sixteen of the injured were
later discharged, he said,
adding that of the remaining
workers, just one was in criti-
cal condition.

The cause of the blast at
the factory, which is away
from residential areas, was
under investigation. AP
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Afemale Islamic State 
(ISIS) supporter was 

on Friday sentenced to life
imprisonment after pleading
guilty to terrorism charges,
including a plot to bomb
London's famous St. Paul's
Cathedral.

Safiyya Amira Shaikh, a
37-year-old Muslim convert
who was born Michelle
Ramsden, was arrested in
October last year following an
undercover operation by
counter-terrorism officers.

At a hearing at the Old

Bailey court in London, she
admitted to terrorism offences
earlier this year and was sen-
tenced this week to life impris-
onment, with a minimum
term of 14 years behind bars
before being considered for
parole.

“Safiyya Shaikh chose to
live her life as a violent extrem-
ist with a murderous hatred of
those who did not share her
twisted version of Islam,” said
Jenny Hopkins, Head of the
Special Crime and Counter
Terrorism Division at the UK's
Crown Prosecution Service
(CPS). 
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Nicosia: Cyprus' beleaguered
tourism sector got some good
news after the government
announced on Friday that trav-
elers from the UK will be
allowed entry into the east
Mediterranean island nation
next month without having to
undergo a compulsory 14-day
quarantine.

But Health Minister
Constantinos Ioannou said that
depends on whether U.K.
Coronavirus infection rates
stay at the current low ebb.

Ioannou said that as of

Aug. 1 Britain will be grouped
with 14 other countries includ-
ing France, Italy and Spain
from which travelers will be
required to obtain a health cer-
tificate declaring them coron-
avirus-free three days prior to
boarding a flight.

“The decision will be
implemented on the condi-
tion that the United Kingdom
continues to post the same pos-
itive epidemiological results,”
Ioannou said after a cabinet
meeting with a scientific advi-
sory body. AP
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Johannesburg: The southern
Africa country of Botswana is
struggling to investigate the
reasons for the mysterious
deaths of over 350 elephants in
the popular Okavango Delta
nature reserve.

Authorities in Botswana,
home to a third of Africa's
declining elephant population,
are struggling to send samples
for analysis to international
agencies to determine the cause
of the deaths due to the lack of
flights because of the COVID-

19 lockdown in the region.
The sudden mass deaths of

elephants, which scientists have
called a conservation disaster,
were first spotted during an aer-
ial survey in early May.

The number of elephants
died have since risen to over
350, most of them close to
watering holes which have
prompted suggestions that they
might have died from poison-
ing. But other scientists point-
ed out that if the water was
indeed poisoned, it would have

killed other animals as well.
Local experts have already

ruled out anthrax as a possible
cause, after about 100 elephants
died of that disease last year.

“Some of the elephants we
observed were moving about in
circles in a kind of semi-con-
scious way before just falling
down and perishing instantly,”
an unnamed pilot involved in
aerial surveys told local media.

Scientists believe that there
might be a neurological cause for
the deaths because of this. PTI
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Tata Steel has finally agreed
to the demands of workers

at its IJmuiden unit in the
Netherlands, saying no
employee will lose his job,
according to labour union FNV
Metaal. In a statement
issued on Friday, the Dutch
workers’ union said it has
reached an agreement with the
management of Tata Steel in
the Netherlands.

Tata Steel also confirmed
reaching an agreement with the
union. 

In a statement, the com-
pany said it has reached an
agreement with its Dutch
unions to resolve the differ-
ences which resulted in the
strike action in IJmuiden.

As per the negotiations,
which finished last late night,
the company said in the

Netherlands there will be no
compulsory redundancies from
the company’s transformation
programme. Roel
Berghuis, director of FNV
Metaal, said: After 25 days of
strike, the management of Tata
Steel finally listens to the wish-
es of the employees.

Hard agreements have
been made to maintain
employment. No employee will
be fired in IJmuiden during the
upcoming reorganisation from
Tata Steel Europe. In
addition, the employment pact,
which contains agreements on
job retention, has been extend-
ed by five years until October
1, 2026, he said in the state-
ment. “The pact also
contains agreements about
working less for older employ-
ees. The current generation
pact has therefore been extend-
ed by two years until December

31, 2024. 
This pact includes the pos-

sibility of working 50 per cent
after the age of 60, while retain-
ing 100 per cent pension accru-
al and 77 to 90 per cent of
wages, depending on the
amount of the current salary, “
the union said. 

Federatie Nederlandse
Vakverenigingen (FNV) said is
very satisfied with the agree-
ment and it will now present it
to its members as soon as pos-
sible. 

Berghuis said, “This
agreement counterbalances the
risks we saw coming from Tata
Steel Europe. It shows that
striking pays off. I am very
proud of everyone 

who helped to achieve this
result.” The Dutch operations of
the company were facing con-
tinuous protests and demon-
strations since June 10. 
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The Government is likely to
enhance the liquidity pack-

age for distribution utilities to
�1.25 lakh crore from �90,000
crore announced in May,
according to a source.

The liquidity package
announced by Finance
Minister Nirmala Sitharaman
as part of more than �20 lakh
crore stimulus for COVID-
19-hit economy, would be
extended for payment of out-
standing dues by two months
till May 2020.

Initially the package was
for granting loans by Power
Finance Corporation and REC
Ltd to discoms for payment of
their dues till March 2020. 

“Ministry of Power has
firmed up a proposal to hike
the �90,000 crore liquidity
package for discoms to �1.25
lakh crore,” a source privy to

the development said. 
Earlier in the day, Power

Minister RK Singh in a virtu-
al conference with state ener-
gy ministers said that the peri-
od of outstanding dues would
be extended till May 2020 as
against March 2020 under the
liquidity package. 

He said that the states
have requested for a hike in the
liquidity package and extension
of period outstanding dues by
few more months due to the
impact of COVID-19 induced
lockdown.He also told that
states have asked for �93,000
crore loans under the package
and �20,000 crore has been
sanctioned so far. 

At the time of announcing
the package in May,
Sitharaman had told that state
discoms dues were �94,000
crore. Bearing the brunt of
lockdown, the discoms out-
standing has swollen further.
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Chinese tech giant unicorn
ByteDance Ltd. Is antici-

pating a loss of over $6 billion
after three of its apps, includ-
ing the hugely popular video
app TikTok, were banned by
India this week, a media report
here said. Besides Tiktok, India
banned on Monday 58 other
apps with Chinese links,
including the popular UC
Browser, for engaging in activ-
ities “prejudicial to sovereign-
ty and integrity of India,
defence of India, security of
state and public order”. The ban
came in the wake of the ongo-
ing stand-off along the Line of
Actual control in eastern
Ladakh with Chinese
troops.The $6 billion amount
is most likely more than the
combined losses for all the
other Chinese apps banned by
India, China’s
Caixinglobal.Com reported,

quoting sources close to the
company’s senior management.

ByteDance became one of
China’s latest homegrown tech-
nology companies to run into
growing resistance from for-
eign governments wary of the
perceived ties to the Chinese
government and concerns
about protecting user data, it
said.Describing India’s ban of
59 China-developed apps as
unprecedented, the report said
it is a huge blow to the global
expansion of TikTok, which is
touted as the most popular
Chinese app overseas. India is
its largest market in terms of
users outside China, where the
service is called Douyin.

The ByteDance apps
banned were its short video
platforms TikTok and Vigo
Video, as well as its social net-
working app Helo. Tencent’s
messaging platform WeChat
and five of its other apps were
also banned. Other big tech

China firms, including Alibaba
Group Holding Ltd. And Baidu
Inc., also had their products
banned.

All the 59 apps have now
been removed from Apple Inc.
And Google LLC’s app stores
for the Indian market.

TikTok was downloaded
in India 611 million times in
this year’s first quarter, equat-
ing to 30.3% of its total down-
loads worldwide in the quarter
and nearly double the total
number of India downloads for
all of 2019, the report quoted
another publication,
SensorTower, as saying.

The consequences of
India’s latest decision could be
more long-lasting, analysts told
Caixin.

Responding to the Indian
government’s move, TikTok
said it would fully comply with
the decision. ByteDance
employs over 2,000 full-time
local staff in India.
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Reliance Jio has opened
JioMeet app for general

public, which can support up to
100 users in a session, accord-
ing to its website.

The application has now
been made available for public
after increase in usage of web
conferencing apps like Zoom,
Microsoft Teams, Cisco Webex,
Google Meet, among others, in
the wake of coronavirus out-
break.”As a host of the
call/meeting, you can invite up
to 100 participants including
yourself,” JioMeet website said.

While prevalent web con-
ferencing apps have been
charging fees for getting a large
number of users in a session,
Jio is neither charging any fee
nor has put any time limit on
the sessions at present. 

According to the
company sources, the app was
being used by Jio employees
earlier, but now it has been
opened for the public. 
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Reflecting a change in con-
sumer behaviour amid the

COVID-19 pandemic, sales of
do-it-yourself (DIY) products
and repairing tools have surged
90 per cent month-on-month
on Snapdeal, the e-commerce
platform said on Friday. 

Sales of such products
have increased both in the
metros and tier-II cities. While
Delhi-NCR, Bengaluru and
Mumbai recorded the highest
sales in metros, most non-
metro orders came from
Chandigarh, Nagpur, Lucknow,
Mysore and Coimbatore.  

“Increase in the sales of
DIY products and repairing
tools indicate people are taking
utmost precautions in their
daily lives. They are choosing
safety over the comfort of
engaging external help and are
opting for a more self-reliant
lifestyle,” a Snapdeal
spokesperson said in a state-
ment. Most DIY products

doing well are priced under Rs
800.   The highest-selling DIY
products on Snapdeal are
household hand toolboxes
comprising a range of screw-
drivers, pliers, vise grips, claw
hammer, socket wrench, ratch-
et handle, hacksaw frame, tape
measure, electrical voltage
tester and electric tape, among
others. 

The sale of electric irons
and ironing tables has grown
5X in the last two months
from previous levels, the state-
ment added. Users are also
picking wall painting brushes,
rollers and spray cans for mis-
cellaneous painting works at
home.   There is also an
increase in demand for pest
control items, insecticides and
spray guns.  The sale of sewing
machines and sewing kits for
home tailoring and alterations
has surged, with stapler-like
hand sewing machines, which
enable users to complete sim-
ple stitching works easily, being
the best seller. 
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The production of state-run
Coal India declined by 63

per cent on the first day of
three-day strike by its workers
affiliated to five trade unions,
according to a company offi-
cial.  

The overburden removal,
or clearing of top soil to make
coal seams ready for mining,
was 57.84 per cent on
Thursday, the official said.Coal
India produced 4,81,000 tonnes
of coal on Thursday, which is
37 per cent of the last 10 days
average production (from June
22 to July 1) of 12,96,900
tonnes, the official said.
Protesting trade unions, how-
ever, had claimed that on the
first day of the strike there was
no production and dispatch.

A coal ministry official
said that 37 per cent of pro-
duction could happen because
of around 1 lakh contract
workers employed by Coal
India.  The coal dispatch by CIL
on the first day of the strike was
41.14 per cent at 5,78,000

tonnes, when compared to
14,05,000 tonnes of average
coal dispatched in the last 10
days (from June 22 to July 1),
the company official said. The
overburden removal was also
58 per cent of the normal
removal, the official said.

Normal removal, he said,
has been calculated as average
of previous 10 days immedi-
ately prior to the strike day, he
said. 

The ministry official said
that the “overburden removal
was good due to the contribu-
tion made by the contract

workers, mostly engaged in
overburden removal work.”

On Thursday, there was
an attendance of 32.36 per
cent as 63,581 employees
reported to work, in compari-
son to 1,96,487 employees who
reported to work on June 22 in
Coal India and it different
subsidiaries, the official said.
Five trade unions, including
RSS-affiliated Bharatiya
Mazdoor Sangh (BMS), work-
ing in Coal India Ltd (CIL)
went on a three-day strike
from Thursday to protest the
decision of the government to
start commercial coal mining.

According to analysts,
the coal strike will not impact
the power industry and elec-
tricity generation as the power
houses have sufficient stock of
dry fuel.

The coal stock in ther-
mal power plants in the coun-
try has increased to the high-
est level of 50 million tonnes
(MT), sufficient enough for 30
days, Coal and Mines Minister
Pralhad Joshi said  a fortnight
back. 

New Delhi: Since Lok Nayak hospital and then GTB hos-
pital were declared dedicated covid hospital, more than
400 Thalassemia patients registered with these hospitals
were facing lot of hardship financially and physically also
for quite some period. 
Patients and attendant had to visit other hospitals for blood
transfusions and drugs therapy. Some times they were
referred from one to another hospital for arranging blood
due to shortage of blood in the absence of adequate blood
donations during this Covid crisis. 
It is worth mentioning that Thalassemia major patients
require repeated blood transfusions every 2 to 4 wks for
their survival. 

We had initially made arrangements in other
Thalassemia managing hospitals in Delhi but patients were
finding lot of difficulties in travelling long distances from
one to another hospital and patients were also finding prob-
lems in arranging blood. 

So Govt of Delhi issued instructions to shift GTB hos-
pital Thalassemia branch to Delhi State cancer Institute
and Lok nayak hospital Thalassemia  branch to GB Pant
hospital, said Dr SK Arora, Addl. Director Health with Govt
of Delhi.

Noida: Shri MV Ravi Someswarudu has taken over as
Chief Executive Officer (CEO) of GAIL Gas Limited,
a wholly-owned subsidiary of GAIL (India) Limited,
engaged in the city gas distribution business. Prior to
this assignment, he was serving as Executive Director
& Officer- In- Charge of the Petrochemical Project at
GAIL, Pata. He has taken over the charge from Shri
AK Jana, who is now the Managing Director for
Indraprastha Gas Limited (IGL).

Mr. Someswarudu has rich and diverse experience
encompassing more than 34 years in the Oil & Gas and
Petrochemical Sectors covering diverse functions like
Project Development, Operations and Maintenance,
Technical Services, Process Design and Engineering,
Design of Pipelines & Gas processing plants,
Technology Selection and R&D.He has also served in
the Exploration & Production, Petrochemical Group
at GAIL Corporate Office and also held additional
charge of Project Development Department.

He played a significant role in formulizing the
Policies and Procedures in various divisions of the com-
pany. 

New Delhi: India’s largest
power generator NTPC
Limited and Indian Oil
Corporation Limited (IOCL)
signed a bi-partite MoU and a
tri-partite MoU amongst
NTPC, IOCL and South Delhi
Municipal Corporation
(SDMC) on 30th June, 2020 at
New Delhi for “Development
of Waste to Energy (WtE) facil-
ity at Okhla Landfill site” in the
august presence of Shri
Dharmendra Pradhan, Hon’ble
Minister of Petroleum &
Natural Gas and Steel, Shri R.K.
Singh, Hon’ble Minister of
State (IC) for Power and New
& Renewable Energy &
Minister of State (Skill
Development and
Entrepreneurship) and Shri
Anil Baijal, Hon’ble Lieutenant
Governor of Delhi.
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National Cyber Security
Coordinator Lt Gen

Rajesh Pant on Friday asked
companies to get their cyber
security audit done as the
country looks to cut depen-
dency on foreign apps and
softwares. 

He also said that compa-
nies during the audit should
focus on their human resources
as human beings are the weak-
est link in cyber security.”All
companies are expected to
have a cyber audit done. The
audit is done by an empanelled
auditor and we have many
auditors empanelled in India as
on today. A lot of companies
focus on minimum auditsbut
more needs to be done. I urge
all enterprises to get their cyber
audits done, it’s for your own
good,” Pant said at a cyber
security webinar organised by
FICCI. He said Indian entre-
preneurs should work to reduce
dependency of foreign soft-
wares. “Our focus area today is

on Atmanirbhar Bharat, any-
thing indigenous is a priority
for us. We are promoting indi-
genisation and all those who
have capabilities for substi-
tutes should come forward,”
Pant said. There have been sev-
eral reports of cyber fraud and
data leaks of Indian users dur-
ing the lockdown. 

Several cyber criminals
posted fake links to dupe peo-
ple who were willing to con-
tribute to PM-Cares fund.

“The human being is the
weakest link in the cyber secu-
rity chain so whatever you do,
human beings become very
important. Training, good
cyber hygiene and good social
engineering practices are essen-
tial,” Pant said. 
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Equity indices advanced for
the third straight day to

close near four-month highs on
Friday, propelled by Reliance
Industries which announced
another stake sale in its digital
unit.    

Buoyancy in global mar-
kets and a strengthening rupee
further propped up sentiment,
traders said. Investors
also cheered regulatory
approval for human trials of
another potential COVID-19
vaccine. After touching a
high of 36,110.21, the 30-share
BSE Sensex settled 177.72
points, or 0.50 per cent, high-
er at 36,021.42.

The NSE Nifty rose 55.65
points, or 0.53 per cent, to end
at 10,607.35. This is the high-
est closing for both the bench-
marks since March 6. During
the week, the Sensex advanced

850.15 points or 2.41 per cent,
while Nifty gained 224.35
points or 2.16 per cent. Bharti
Airtel was the top gainer in the
Sensex pack on Friday, rallying
4.05 per cent, followed by Bajaj
Auto, TCS, Titan and HCL
Tech. 

Index heavyweight
Reliance Industries spurted
1.53 per cent after the compa-
ny said Intel Capital will buy
0.39 per cent stake in Jio
Platforms for �1,894.50 crore.

Intel Capital is 12th com-
pany to join the list of marquee
firms who have picked up
stake in Jio Platforms, taking
the total investment amount to
�1,17,588.45 crore. 

On the other hand,
IndusInd Bank, Tata Steel,
HDFC Bank and Bajaj Finance
were among the laggards, shed-
ding up to 1.50 per cent.
Zydus, part of the Cadila
Healthcare group, on Friday

said its indigenously devel-
oped COVID-19 vaccine can-
didate - ZyCoV-D - has suc-
cessfully completed pre-clinical
phase and has received per-
mission from Indian authori-
ties to conduct human trials. 

This comes just a day after
Germany’s BioNTech and US
pharmaceutical giant Pfizer
reported positive preliminary
results from a joint project for
a potential COVID-19 vac-
cine.  

Domestic indices also took
cues from Asian peers that fol-
lowed overnight gains on Wall
Street after positive jobs data
release in the US, traders said
Markets during the week
moved higher on hopes of a
COVID-19 vaccine coming to
everyone’s rescue earlier than
expected. Bourses across the
world are also riding on early
availability of a vaccine inspite
of unstable economic growth.
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State-owned RITES on Friday
said it has renewed its pact

with Coal India for project
management consultancy ser-
vices of rail infrastructure busi-
ness, and construction of rapid
loading system, coal handling
plants and silos.

“RITES Ltd has renewed
Memorandum of
Understanding with Coal India
Ltd (CIL),” the railway consul-
tancy firm said in a statement.
The MoU has been renewed for
five years. While in the past, the
MoU enabled RITES to achieve
a fee income of around �100
crore per year, the company is
expecting an increase in it due
to additional scope and sever-
al projects expected in the
pipeline, it added. 
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After falling in the previous week, the coun-
try’s foreign exchange reserves rose $1.27 bil-

lion to $506.84 billion in the
week ended June 26, according
to the latest data from the RBI.
In the previous week ended
June 19, the reserves had
dipped by $2.08 billion to
$505.57 billion.

The reserves had crossed
the half-a-trillion dollar mark
for the first time in the week
ended June 5 after it had
surged by a massive $8.22 bil-
lion and reached $ 501.70 bil-
lion.

It had touched a life-time
high of $507.64 billion in the
week ended June 12. 

In the week ended June 26,
the reserves rose due to an
increase in foreign currency
assets (FCA), which is a major
component of the overall
reserves. 

FCA rose by $565 million
to $467.60 billion in the
reporting week, the RBI data
showed.

Expressed in dollar terms,

the foreign currency assets include 
the effect of appreciation or depreciation of

non-US units like the euro, pound and yen held
in the foreign exchange reserves.
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� Where do we leave Bruce at
the end of the last film?

Ben Affleck: At the end of the
last film, which is Batman vs
Superman: Dawn of Justice, we
leave Bruce fearful that there is an
attack going to happen, leading to
gather up as many superhumans
as he possibly can. A nascent
stage of team building is where we
left in the last film and this film
starts with Bruce actively
recruiting, looking and
researching in the urge to find
these superhumans that he
believes are out there somewhere.  

� What are your views on
Batman’s new ride?

Ben: There is a modified
Batmobile, which is tricked out to
take on the alien race, so it is
made up a little bit more lethal.
He has got his huge 777, which he
just flies around when he needs to
be transported somewhere,
usually a place where he is
building a bigger plan of going
long distances. So Bruce Wayne
has got no shortage of way to get
around.

� What is each character’s
reaction to being asked to join

the Justice League?
Ben: Not every character

shows enthusiasm at first. Some
characters are reluctant to join the
team like Flash and Cyborg.
Aquaman also takes a bit of
convincing apart from Wonder
Woman. But together, they
collectively start to assemble. As
they say unity is strength.
Eventually, they come around and
realise that there is a need to work
together.

� What is the relevance of DC
characters?

Ben: Batman has devoted his
life to battling the villains of the
Gotham City’s subculture as
everyone’s favourite Dark Knight.
With high-tech weapons, gadgets
and vehicles to assist him in his

fight, Batman rises from the
shadows to keep the streets of
Gotham City safe. Superman
keeps the bustling hub safe from

the clutches of the super-villains
who would wreak havoc and
destruction. He uses his
extraordinary superpowers —

flight, x-ray vision and many
more — to uphold truth and
justice. Wonder Woman possesses
godlike strength, speed and the
ability to fly. She champions
justice and equality in a world
where evil attempts to triumph.
With her bullet-deflecting
bracelets and Lasso of Truth, she
takes on the criminals of
Metropolis in a crusade against
evil.
All these characters still do not
seem dated. They somehow work
in stories today and it’s the mark
of characters that are very well
drawn and they still have a kind
of resilience.

� Why Wonder Woman avoids
the spotlight?
Gal Gadot: Diana does good

because that’s the only thing she
cares about. She doesn’t care
about fame or glory or even,
credit. She is not there for that.
And I think maybe that’s why she
wasn’t interested in getting too
involved out there with the press,
people and being a Wonder
Woman. As far as she is
concerned, she did everything she
could. Wonder Woman came to
the rescue and fought every time
she was needed.

� What is Wonder Woman’s
role on the team?
Gal: For me, it was really
important that she would be the
glue of the team. We would track
the same character that we
victoriously established in the
Wonder Woman film. And I
think, one of the special and most
beautiful things that Diana has is
that she cares for the people in the
most sincere way. So when I got
the script, I made points out for
the importance of Diana being a
glue to the team, who would make
each and every one of them feel
special, capable and loved even in
the smallest of the moments.

�Tell us about the team dynamic

when fighting together?
Gal: She enjoys working with the
team, the company of other
characters. I think she feels
confident while fighting with
them together and also being
among people who are similar to
her such as Flash, Cyborg,
Aquaman and Bruce. They are all
outsiders, abnormal and loners.
They have these special gifts and
finally, after so long of being by
herself, Wonder Woman has
teammates which is wonderful.

�What makes these superhero
films appealing?
Gal: It brings something that is
easy to relate to. Yes, Wonder
Woman is a goddess, the greatest
warrior of all times but she is
vulnerable, sincere and can even
lose her confidence from time to
time and she’s hurt too. But on the
other hand, she is caring, warm
and loving. Films get automatically
interesting when the audience is
able to relate to it and we all
somewhere possess the above
mentioned qualities. These factors
are what make such films more
interesting.
(Watch Justice League on July 6 at
7:22 am on Sony PIX.)

It was much before YouTube had
begun to be identified as a medium of
teaching or learning new skills

digitally when ace choreographer Saroj
Khan, popularly known as Masterji,
taught dance on a Bollywood number
through a TV show, one episode at a
time. Not only her easy-to-follow steps
but her art of giving expressions while
dancing became the most sought-after
thing about her show. Nachle Ve with
Saroj Khan became the prime time for
many young and budding dancers and a
way to connect with one of their role
models distantly. “Saroj Khan se seekha
hai maine yeh,” was how dance lovers
would flaunt off their steps as it gave
them a kind of recognition.

The dancing maestro, who breathed
her last in Bandra, Mumbai yesterday,
after suffering a cardiac arrest, has been a
three-time National Award Winner.
From Rekha to Madhuri Dixit Nene to
Aishwarya Rai Bachchan to Kangana
Ranaut, Masterji has choreographed
various generations of actors. Perhaps,
this is why social media has been flooded
with condolences and heartfelt posts
about her.

Actor Madhuri Dixit, whom Khan
has worked with and choreographed for a
number of Hindi film songs, posted a few
old pictures of both of them dancing and
wrote, “I am devastated and at an utter
loss of words today! Saroj ji was part of
my journey since the beginning. She
taught me a lot, not just about dance but
so much more. There’s a rush of
memories in my head thinking of this big
personal loss. My heartfelt condolences
to the family.”

Actor Preeti Zinta posted on her
Instagram. “So sad to hear that Saroj Ji is
no more. Masterji taught me everything
— how to lip sync a song, dance
gracefully and how to be a Hindi film

heroine. Her priceless expressions and
her quest for perfection was a masterclass
for me when I started my career.
#RIPMasterji.”

Actor Kareena Kapoor Khan, whom
Khan choreographed for the song, Yeh
Ishq Haaye from Jab We Met (2008), and
also won her third National Award for the
same, posted a few shots from the song’s
location and wrote, “Masterji always told
me… perr nahin chala sakti toh kam se
kam face toh chala. That’s what she taught
me… to enjoy dancing, smile and smile
through the eyes. There can never be
another… Dance and expression can

never be the same for us actors and for
everyone who loved her. Love you
masterji. Till we dance again, RIP.”

Actor Amitabh Bachchan also took to
Instagram, sharing a black and white
photograph of Khan hugging the
thespian, and wrote, “Saroj ji, you gave us
and the industry, rhythm, style, grace of
movement and the art of converting the
lyrics in a song to a meaning in dance. On
a chance meeting many many years ago,
she paid me my best compliment. She
was living in Dubai then from marriage
and when DON was released, she said, ‘I
saw the film and then later, I would go to

the theatre where it was
released and at the time when
your song Khaike
Paan was on, see it
and come out. I
used to do it
regularly. I would tell
the usher to let me in
just to see the song and
leave, that is how much
I enjoyed your dance
moves!’ (This) coming
from her was ultimate.
A legacy has passed
away.”
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� What is the premise of Evil?
I guess it tries to investigate evil

and where it comes from. It tries to
figure out if there’s a scientific
explanation for it or there might be
something else at play.

� Why will Evil resonate with
viewers? 

We live in a time where a lot of
horrible things happen, unfortunate-
ly. And I think it’s an interesting
question to see why. Why are peo-
ple driven to do things that harm
other people? How can we get a grip
on that? Evil might resonate for these
reasons and so much more.

� Who is Kristen Bouchard? 
My character Kristen works

for the DA’s office. She a forensic
psychologist, has four girls and her
husband is away climbing. She
takes care of the girls on her own
with some help from her mother.
Her work-home life is poles apart
from each other. During the day, she
talks to these serial killers and then
comes back home to her four great
daughters.

� How does Kristen rationalise
supernatural phenomenon? 

Kristen would like to believe
that everything has a scientific
explanation, that science can answer
any question, obviously, not all at
once. There are certain things that
are very hard to explain and that

makes her uncomfortable if she
doesn’t find a scientific explanation
to things. 

� What is the state of Kristen’s
marriage at the start of the series? 

Her husband’s been away for
five months, out climbing the
Everest. Kristen used to be a climber
herself too. She was trying to climb
up all seven summits, however, she
did five and then quit because she
had children. Her husband, howev-
er, wants to climb all seven and she
is okay with it.

� How would you describe
Kristen’s journey in Season 1? 

You follow Kristen and she
joins the team of Ben, played by
Aasif (Mandvi), and Mike Colter’s
character, David Acosta. From then
on, the three of us are investigating
all these different things. 

� More on Kristen’s journey. 
In the first episode, we see her

quit her normal job and she engages
with David Acosta about possession.
Then she starts getting nightmares
and is visited by this ghost. And then
it turns out that the serial killer that
she’s interviewing got ahold of the
notes of her therapist, so he knows
all her secrets. She’s also intro-
duced to a character called Leland
Townsend. 

� Is there a scene in the pilot

episode that you feel defines your
character? 

Definitely a scene with the
daughters defines my character
because they are her loves. And then
maybe, when she finds out that the
evil people, Michael Emerson’s char-
acter, stole her therapy notes and
they now have every single secret,
or just even things that she said out
loud. He now knows everything and
will try to use against her. So, I think
those two scenes makes her very
vulnerable. 

� Will faith and religion play a
role in the show’s exploration of
evil? 

The series tries to answer where
evil comes from and see if there is
a scientific reason for it, or if there
might be something else. And that
something else, I think, could be: Is
there a devil or a god?

� How did you prepare for your
role?

I talked to a forensic psycholo-
gist about what it’s like to have that
kind of a job. And I read a lot of
interviews with people who have the
same job. I also watched a lot of
climbing documentaries because
she used to be a climber, she did free
solo climbing, climbing without
ropes, so she’s quite interested in
walking on a cliff ’s edge and play-
ing with danger. I think part of why
she is a forensic psychologist and is

drawn to that kind of dangerous
place, or talk with these people who
are that horrible, might have to do
with that she likes challenging her-
self. 

� What do Michelle King and
Robert King bring to the series as
Executive Producers? 

I think Robert and Michelle are
absolutely extraordinary writers
and producers. Robert is directing
this episode. And they’re also real-
ly great people. What I find proba-
bly most important to take on a job
is if I like the idea of spending time
with people. And I absolutely liked
that here.

� Have you ever had a supernat-
ural experience? 

As an adult, I had a lot of
headaches and I once went to
someone who could help me with
the headaches. She said, ‘Oh I can
see why you have a lot of headaches.
You have thirty-three ghosts on your
back and thirty-three is a lot.’ And
she’s like, ‘It doesn’t matter if you
don’t believe in it. I’m just going to
take them away and you’re going to
feel much better.’ And I was like,
‘Okay, sure thing.’ And she took
them away and talked to them. I
don’t really believe in that, but it did
get rid of my headache, so there you
go!

(The series premiers on Zee
Café.)

They could be two of the film
industry’s most outspoken

people but Richa Chadha and
Ali Fazal have been fairly tight
lipped about their love story. So
we know that they met on the
sets of Fukrey in 2012 and
then made an announcement at
the world premiere of Victoria
and Abdul in Venice in 2017.

In a cover shoot for Brides
Today’s July 2020 issue, the
actors gave out the details of
their story. Though, initially
intended as the first magazine
cover post wedding, the pan-
demic has postponed their
wedding plans for the year.

Speaking to the lifestyle
magazine, Richa recounted the
first time she knew this was
love. “We were at my house
watching Chaplin (1992)
British-American biographical
comedy drama starring Robert
Downey Jr. I was happy to see
him enjoy the film and was
grateful to have found someone
with similar tastes. That is
when I said, “This is really
sweet, I love you.” It took him
three months to say I love you
back to me.”

But Ali has a special reason
why he loves his Kuki (as he
affectionately addresses Richa).
She is Ms Butterfingers, he
says fondly. “She thinks I fell in
love with her only because of
her clumsiness —  and it sure-
ly is one of the reasons. She is
as clumsy as it gets. If she is eat-
ing, there will be glasses
spilling, food will be all over the
place, and cutlery will definite-
ly fall. Her most embarrassing
clumsy moment was in Venice.
It was at a fine dining event and
Judi Dench was sitting at the
next table. Suddenly a bean
went flying over, of course, it
was from Richa’s plate. She
calls it her Pretty Woman
moment!”

But of all the glorious pro-
posal stories you’ll ever hear,
here’s the most heartwarming-
ly romantic woman. On being
asked how Ali proposed, Richa
said, “He had planned a roman-
tic dinner on a small, secluded
island in the Maldives. I
thought it was for my birthday,
I didn’t suspect a thing. We had
finished eating and were sip-
ping on champagne when Ali,
being his spontaneous self,
asked me to marry him. He
didn’t go down on his knee, nor
did he have a ring but that’s all
right. After that he took a 10-
minute long nap on the sand —
I think it was because he may
have been stressed about the
proposal!”

After decades of celebrating
stories of elaborate proposals,
here’s a couple that committed
to a lifetime of companionship
with a simple promise of being
there through thick and thin.
Richa quotes Javed Akhtar’s
iconic line, “Hamari dosti itni
pakki hai ki shaadi bhi iska kuch
nahi bigaad payi…”
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The film is an intriguing
crime-thriller that fol-

lows the journey of Nandini
who takes on a stand for jus-
tice. The edge of the seat
thriller has a strong narrative. 

Speaking about why
Ragini chose Law as her
debut film, she says, “It’s def-
initely the script because
doing films is not something
I had been planning, it was
definitely not in my pipeline.
But the script is what got me
in especially when our direc-
tor Raghu Samarth came in
and narrated it.” She added,
“He told me about the back-
ground of the character and
the complete story that
revolved around it, which was
a very strong and impactful
plot. I didn’t see myself doing
a romantic film as my first
one, so I thought this film is
a great first choice for my
debut.”

Law is produced by
Ashwini Puneeth Rajkumar,
M Govinda. The legal
Kannada drama is led by
Ragini and Mukhyamantri
Chandru, Achyuth Kumar,
Sudharani among others. The
film also features Siri Prahlad
and veteran actor
Mukyamanthri Chandru in
prominent roles. The film has
been created by Puneeth
Rajkumar’s PRK Productions.

(The film will release on
Amazon Prime Video on July
17.)
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Jurgen Klopp admitted Manchester
City are the one side capable of
“smashing” his newly-crowned

Premier League winners after
Liverpool’s first match since becom-
ing English champions ended in a 4-
0 thrashing at the Etihad.

City sent a warning shot of their
intentions to take the title back next
season as Kevin De Bruyne, Raheem
Sterling and Phil Foden all struck
before half-time to inflict just
Liverpool’s third league defeat in 71
games.

Alex Oxlade-Chamberlain’s own
goal rounded off a miserable night for
Klopp’s men, who could have conced-
ed many more in the second half.

The gap at the top of the table

between the two remains 20 points,
but Liverpool’s charge to better a
series of records set by City two sea-
sons ago was stalled on a chastening
night for the champions.

City began the evening by giving
a guard of honour to their opponents,
but showed little respect once the
action got underway.

The early signs suggested
Liverpool would be able to pick off
a leaky City defence that has cost
them their title.

Mohamed Salah struck the post
and Sadio Mane headed wastefully
wide as chances came and went for
the visitors. “We had our moments
where we were really close to make
something,” added Klopp. “They
used our mistakes, we didn’t use their
mistakes.”

Liverpool’s first big error came
when Joe Gomez pulled Sterling to
the ground inside the area and De
Bruyne converted the resulting penal-
ty. Sterling was suspended by England
manager Gareth Southgate after he
squared up to Gomez in the canteen
on International duty the day after
Liverpool's 3-1 win over City at
Anfield earlier in the season.

The City forward wisely did his
talking on the pitch this time as he
scored for the first time in a compet-
itive match against his old side by
turning inside Gomez and sending a
shot through the defender’s legs as
Liverpool were caught on the
counter-attack.

Foden has been hugely impres-
sive since the Premier League’s restart
from a three-month layoff and the 20-

year-old combined with De Bruyne
for a brilliant one-two to leave Andy
Robertson floundering before lifting
the ball over the advancing Alisson

Becker to make it 3-0.
But for the Brazilian goalkeeper

and some wayward finishing,
Liverpool could have been on the end
of an embarrassing scoreline early in
the second half as Gabriel Jesus fired
straight at his international
teammate, Sterling saw a shot
deflected just wide and Virgil
van Dijk cleared off the line
from Foden.

There was a touch of for-
tune when City’s fourth did
arrive as Sterling’s shot was
heading wide before being turned
into his own net by Oxlade-
Chamberlain.

Riyad Mahrez had a fifth goal in
stoppage time ruled out by a VAR
review for handball as City just failed
to match the 5-0 scoreline they

inflicted on Liverpool at the Etihad
in 2017.

But City more than laid down a
marker and also showed why they are

among the favourites to win the
Champions League for the first time
when European football returns in
August.
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Real Madrid took a big step
towards winning La Liga on

Thursday by battling past Getafe
to move four points clear of
Barcelona, with five games left.

Sergio Ramos’ late penalty
proved the difference at the
Alfredo di Stefano Stadium
where Madrid were made to feel
uncomfortable by Getafe but
dug out a gutsy 1-0 victory wor-
thy of champions.

This was arguably Madrid’s
toughest fixture remaining and
with a four-point advantage
over Barca, as well as the supe-
rior head-to-head, the trophy is
now firmly within their grasp.

“We have not won
anything,” insisted coach
Zinedine Zidane.

“We are doing
things well, yes, but
there are five games
still to go. If we
continue like
this, staying
solid, it will be
fine.”

It is
Madrid’s biggest
lead over
Barcelona since
September and
their biggest cush-
ion at the top of the
table all season.

If they can

beat Athletic Bilbao at San
Mames on Sunday, Madrid
could even pull seven points
clear before Barca face a dif-
ficult game away at in-form

Villarreal a few hours
later.

Barcelona’s 2-
2 draw at
home to
A t l e t i c o
Madrid on

Tuesday, com-
ing on the back
of another 2-2 draw
away at Celta Vigo

last weekend, gave
Zidane’s side an
opening and they
have taken full

advantage.
“My job is to make them

calm in the difficult moments,”
said Zidane. “To be quiet,
patient, positive. They believe
in what we do.”

Six wins out six since the
restart, with only two goals

conceded, has made for a
relentless run of form and
it would take a monu-
mental collapse now to let
Barca back in.

Ramos’ spot-kick
with 11 minutes left was his
ninth goal of the season, the
best tally of his career.

“He is our leader,” said
Zidane. “He’s unique, unparal-
leled.”
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Leroy Sane has targeted
Champions League glory

with Bayern Munich after
joining the Bundesliga giants
from Manchester City for a fee
of around �50 million ($56
million) on Friday.

The Germany winger has
returned to his home country
on a five-year contract after
receiving the blessing of City
coach Pep Guardiola.

“Bayern is a very big club
and has big goals — these
goals suit me as well,” said the
24-year-old Sane.

“I want to win as many
titles as possible with Bayern,
and the Champions League is
at the top.”

The Bundesliga champi-
ons did not give the transfer
fee, but Sky Sports and the BBC

have reported that Bayern and
City agreed a fee of £54.8
million ($68.2 million).
German daily Bild claim the
fee is around �50 million.

Sane said he is looking for-
ward to linking up again with
Bayern head coach Hansi
Flick, who has just steered the
club to an eighth straight

league title in his first season
in charge.

“I know Hansi Flick from
the under-21 national team.
We had a very good relation-
ship there,” added Sane.

The 24-year-old spent four
years at City and scored 39
goals in 135 appearances in all
competitions after joining
from Bundesliga club Schalke
in 2016 and is the winner of
two Premier League titles, an
FA Cup, two League Cups and
two Community Shields, but
European success eluded him.

“We wish Leroy all the best
in this new chapter of his
career," said Guardiola in a
statement on Friday. “Leroy
has been part of one of the
most special periods in this
club’s history and he leaves
with the best wishes of every-
one here at Manchester City.”
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Atalanta made another step
towards next season’s

Champions League on Thursday
after a 2-0 Serie A win over
Napoli that extended the gap
between them and the chasing
pack.

Goals from Mario Pasalic
and Robin Gosens early in the
second half broke Napoli’s resis-
tance at an all-but empty Gewiss
Stadium and put Atalanta
on 60 points in fourth
place, and the final
Champions League spot,
with nine matches
remaining.

Gian Piero
Gasperini’s side, now unbeaten
in nine in the league, are 15
points ahead of sixth-place
Napoli and 12 in front of Roma,
who slumped to a shock 2-0

defeat to lowly Udinese after
having to play most of their
match at the Stadio Olimpico in

Rome with 10 men.
“It’s a shame that the

fans aren’t here to see this,”
said Gasperini, after anoth-
er good performance
behind closed doors.

“It’s really sad because
I can imagine what kind of
atmosphere there would have
been for the match today.”

Napoli currently sit in the
last Europa League spot.

��1� ������ Australia’s Steve
Smith and retired South
African swashbuckler AB de
Villiers are the two batsmen,
India’s leg-spinner Kuldeep
Yadav finds most challenging to
contain.

Yadav, who went through a
prolonged lean patch in 2019,
said both the batsmen have
unique abilities.

“Smith plays me mostly off
the back foot. He plays the ball
very late as well, so it becomes
challenging to bowl to him,”
Yadav told Deep Dasgupta in
the latest episode of
Cricketbaazi on ESPNCricinfo.

“In ODIs, AB de Villiers is
a good player. 

He has a unique style. Now
that he’s retired, it’s a good thing!
But other than him, I haven’t
found any other batsman who
I am sacred will hit me for a lot
of runs,” he said. PTI
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Former Australian batsman
Michael Hussey is fearful

of the prospect of Australia
hosting the T20 World Cup in
October-November and says a
16-team event amid the rag-
ing Covid-19 pandemic could

prove to be a logistical night-
mare. Cricket Australia itself
has said that it is a bit “unre-
alistic” to stage the T20 World
Cup as per schedule in the
current circumstances but the
ICC is yet to take a final call
on the matter. Hussey too
doesn’t see the showpiece

event taking place this year.
“I am really fearful about

the T20 World Cup to be hon-
est and the reason for that is
I think it is okay to bring out
one team to play internation-
al cricket and get them to iso-
late and stay safe and prepare
well for a series,” he said in a

podcast called HotSpot.
“But having to bring a

number of teams and getting
them to isolate to prepare
and then move around the
country to different venues I
think that will be a logistical
nightmare. 

From what we are hearing

perhaps the T20 World Cup
will have to be postponed for
2021 or even 2022,” said the
southpaw.

The India tour of
Australia that has been sched-
uled after the T20 World Cup
is likely to go ahead as per the
plan, according to Hussey.
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Seasoned paceman Shannon
Gabriel, returning from an

ankle surgery, has been drafted
into the 15-man West Indies
Test squad for the  Test series

against England beginning on
July 8. Gabirel was among the
reserves when the West Indies
players landed in England but
proved his fitness with impres-
sive performances in the two
inter-squad warm-up matches .
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Jose Mourinho claimed VAR will
make fans fall out of love with

football after Tottenham were the
victims of a controversial goal
reversal in their 3-1 defeat against
Sheffield United on Thursday.

Blades took the lead through
Sander Berge’s first-half strike at
Bramall Lane.

But Tottenham were denied an
equaliser moments later when
Harry Kane’s goal was chalked off
by VAR for a dubious handball
against Lucas Moura.

Lucas appeared to have the ball
kicked against his arm in the build-
up to Kane’s strike and Tottenham
manager Mourinho complained
angrily on the touchline. Lys
Mousset and Oli McBurnie rubbed

salt into Mourinho’s wounds as
they both netted for United
after the interval.

Kane’s last-minute goal was
no consolation for Tottenham,
who are now in grave danger of
missing out on next season’s
Champions League.
In a Premier League season

marred by VAR making debatable

calls too often, Mourinho said he
fears for the future of football if the
system is not addressed.

“I can only say that normally
I’m a professional guy on the bench
in these moments, I never complain
at the guy with the whistle because
it’s not the referee anymore,”
Mourinho said. “This is the start of
everything. I think the referee
should always be the man on the
pitch and the people in the office
should just support and assist.

“That’s not the way it is. The ref-
eree who is not very good on the
pitch, we cannot expect that he’s
good in the office.

“We’re going in a direction
that’s really bad for the beautiful
game, the game that everybody fell
in love with.”

Tottenham now sit nine points
behind fourth-placed Chelsea and
seven adrift of fifth-placed
Manchester United after their first
defeat since the restart.

While the Blades, winners for
the first time in five games follow-
ing the hiatus, moved two points
above Tottenham into seventh place,
keeping alive their hopes of quali-
fying for European action.
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Lionel Messi was reported on
Thursday to be planning to

leave Barcelona in 2021, but
Real Madrid coach Zinedine
Zidane was hoping the
Argentine maestro will stay in
Spain.

Messi’s current contract
expires next year and he has
halted negotiations due to frus-
trations with the direction of the
club, said Spanish radio station
Cadena Ser.

“I don’t know what will

happen but we hope not
because he is in this league and
we want the best in this league,”
said Real coach Zidane after-
wards, when asked about the
possibility of Messi leaving.

����������������
������������� ��
E!����

(�7�"'#��$$'$��4��"+$"'���L%�$

2��##'+,"+,��4�74D#
<!"�����*�C �%#$'':

"�������� ������������;��  ������!�	���
�"�����!�#�

����������	����������2&%�:#�(��(�����������������


