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Rebel Congress leader Sachin
Pilot on Monday was sub-

jected to a fierce personal
attack by Rajasthan Chief
Minister Ashok Gehlot while a
Congress MLA leveled the sen-
sational charge that Pilot tried
to lure him to join the BJP for
�35 crore. The mud-slinging
has given clear indication that
the Congress has finally decid-
ed to shut its door on Pilot.

For the first time since he
went “traceless’ more than a
week ago after plotting a coup
against his own Government in
Rajasthan, Sachin Pilot also had
something to say on record on
Monday. The rebel leader
issued a statement denying
charges of attempt to pay off a
Congress MLA �35 crore to
join the BJP and also fended off
a “nikamma” barb hurled at
him by his bête noire Ashok
Gehlot.

“I’m saddened but not sur-
prised to be at the receiving end
of such baseless and vexatious
allegations being levelled
against me,” Pilot said.

Continuing to target Pilot
on daily basis, Gehlot alleged
that he (Pilot) played a dirty
game and conspired to topple
his own Government. Amid
allegations that Pilot tried to
lure MLAs to join the BJP, the
CM said there will be few
instances where the State unit
president of any political party
tried to topple his own party
Government.

“He played a very dirty
game and conspired to please
the BJP,” Gehlot said.

This sharp attack came
even though top leadership of
the Congress, including chief
Sonia Gandhi, had advised
Gehlot not to foul-mouth Pilot
in public. This may be the end
of the road for Pilot in the
Congress despite the fact that
he has kept a channel of com-
munication open with
Priyanka Gandhi Vadra.

Sources in the AICC said
now after so much mudsling-
ing and accusation leveled by
a Congress MLA that Pilot
offered him huge money to join

the BJP, the writing on the wall
is clear that Pilot will be even-
tually sacked from the party.

Meanwhile, the BJP
Central leadership has swung
into action and is exploring the
possibility of the formation of
Government in the State.

BJP national vice presi-
dent Om Mathur met party
president JP Nadda at the party
headquarters in Delhi on
Monday. Sources said among
other issues, they also dis-
cussed the political situation in
Rajasthan.

Sources said the party is
deliberating on how to bring on
board former Rajasthan CM

and the tallest leader of the
State, Vasundhara Raje Scindia.

Addressing the media in
Jaipur, Gehlot said he knew that
his former deputy Sachin Pilot
was “good for nothing”. “I
knew that he was useless, good
for nothing, and was only there
to instigate people to fight. I am
not here to sell vegetables, I am
the CM,” Gehlot said.

Gehlot described his for-
mer Cabinet colleague and
State PCC chief as a ‘nikamma’
(worthless) person, ‘nakara’
(doing nothing), but said he
raised no question over it in the
party’s interest.

Continued on Page 2
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The hearing on a plea filed
by Congress rebel Sachin

Pilot and 18 of his loyalist
MLAs against Speaker’s dis-
qualification notice before the
Rajasthan High Court will
resume on Tuesday.

A Bench of Chief Justice
Indrajit Mahanty and Justice
Prakash Gupta said the hear-
ing will conclude on July 21
and thereafter the court will
pronounce the judgment.

The marathon hearing
remained inconclusive on
Monday as both sides argued
for a decision in favour of their
respective clients. Abhishek
Manu Singhvi, senior lawyer
and the counsel for the
Rajasthan Assembly Speaker,
said that the petition filed by
Pilot and 18 of his loyalist
MLAs was premature given the
fact that a decision on their dis-
qualification was still pending.

Singhvi said the High
Court can’t have interference
over the showcause notices
issued by the Speaker to the
members of the House. The
counsel for Sachin Pilot and
the team, however, argued that
party whip applies only when
the Assembly is in session.

Pilot’s counsel Harish Salve
told the court the party mem-
ber is free to defy whip direc-
tion outside the House.

Singhvi said the court has
no jurisdiction in the case just
yet. “The Speaker may or may
not pass a correct decision. But
there cannot be any interfer-
ence at the pre-order stage pre-
empting that the Speaker will
take a wrong decision,” Singhvi
said.

He termed the rebels’ case
“much worse” as there were no
new grounds of challenge.
“The petitioners, in an ‘over-
clever’ way, have raised the
same grounds of challenge
that were considered and
rejected by the Supreme
Court,” he argued.

To the rebels saying they
cannot be construed to have
abandoned the party for mak-
ing statements and not attend-
ing meetings, Singhvi said the
“voluntary giving up of party
membership” needed to be
read widely.

“There is no need for for-
mal resignation; giving up of
membership can be inferred
from conduct. There is no
straight-jacket approach for
the Speaker to decide (under
the Constitution),” he said.

Continued on Page 2
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The Rajasthan Government
on Monday withdrew its

“general consent” to the CBI to
conduct raids and investiga-
tions soon after the CBI ques-
tioned Congress MLA Krishna
Poonia in Jaipur in connection
with the alleged suicide by
Station House Officer (SHO)
of Rajgarh, Vishnudutt
Vishnoi, in Churu district of
the State.

After the Rajasthan
Government’s decision the
agency will now need prior
permission from the State, a
development which comes
amid a political crisis in
Rajasthan.

The State Government
issued a notification requiring
the CBI to take prior consent
of the State Government for
investigation of an offence
under Section 3 of the Delhi
Special Police Establishment
(DSPE) Act, 1946. According
to the officials, the “general
consent” of the State
Government will no longer be
valid in the offences under this
law. Consent will have to be

taken on a case-by-case basis.
Additional Chief Secretary

Home Rohit Kumar Singh
said, “Its administrative pro-
visions were already there, it
was notified yesterday.”
Officials said that in June 1990
too the Rajasthan Government
had refused to give such ‘’gen-
eral consent’’ to the Centre.

Earlier, a CBI team led by
a Superintendent of Police of
the Special Crimes Unit from
the agency headquarters here
reached the residence of the
Olympian and the Congress
legislator in Jaipur.

SHO Vishnudutt Vishnoi’s
body was found hanging from
the ceiling of his residence on
May 23.

Continued on Page 2
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The All India Institute of
Medical Sciences (AIIMS)

in Delhi initiated phase I/II of
human clinical trials of the
indigenously developed Covid-
19 vaccine Covaxin on
Monday, AIIMS-Delhi
Director Dr Randeep Guleria
said, adding that it would take
at least three months for
researchers to arrive at the
first set of data about its effi-
cacy. AIIMS Delhi is among
the 12 sites where human tri-
als for Covaxin will be con-
ducted.

“It (starting trials) is heart-
ening because it’s an indigenous
vaccine; making a new vaccine
is an achievement. Even if a
vaccine is first developed some-
where else in the world, India
will be mass producing it. We
are good at it,” he said.

“We have already regis-
tered a few volunteers and
more are in the process of join-
ing for the trial,” said Dr Sanjay

Rai, Professor at the Centre for
Community Medicine at
AIIMS.

These volunteers will be
undergoing health screening on
Monday before they are admin-
istered Covaxin, developed by
the Hyderabad-based Bharat
Biotech in collaboration with
the Indian Council for Medical
Research (ICMR) and the
National Institute of Virology
(NIV).

Overall, total 375 volun-
teers were listed for human
clinical trials out of which
AIIMS (Delhi) will be choos-
ing only 100 participants for
the first and second phase of
the trials. Rest of the volunteers
will undergo trials at a differ-
ent site.

Continued on Page 2
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New Delhi: Delhi recorded
only 954 fresh coronavirus
cases on Monday for the first
time, taking the tally in the city
to over 1.23 lakh, but with only
about 15,000 active cases. 

For the last nine days, fresh

cases were being reported in
the range of 1,000-2,000 con-
secutively. Thirty-five fatali-
ties have been recorded in the
last 24 hours, according to the
Delhi health bulletin.

Detailed report on P3
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created by the University of
Oxford appears safe and
induces a strong immune
response within the body, sci-
entists announced on Monday
after the successful first phase
of human trials.

Doses of the vaccine were
given to 1,077 healthy adults
aged between 18 and 55 in five
UK hospitals in April and May
as part of the phase one clini-
cal trial and results, published
in the “Lancet” medical journal. 

Detailed report on P8
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Amid on-going border ten-
sion with China, India and

the US Navies on Monday car-
ried out joint maritime exer-
cises off the Andaman and
Nicobar Islands. The Indian
warships have stepped up
patrolling in the Indian Ocean
region in the last few weeks
since the beginning of the
stand-offs at the Line of Actual
Control (LAC) in Ladakh. The
Straits of Malacca close to the
Andaman region is critical for
China as more than 80 per cent
of its oil imports pass through
this lane where India has a dis-
tinct advantage.

The Indian warships can
easily “turn off the tap” by
blocking the sea lane. In an
obvious signal to China, the
Indian Navy went for long
range deployments of ships.

This measure came about after
China ramped up its military
strength at the face-off sites and
all along the 4,000 km long
LAC. Indian also deployed
additional troops, heavy
weapons, and fighter jets close
to the border in the last eight
weeks to face any threat.

Against this backdrop, the
US aircraft carrier USS Nimitz,
along with other warships and
submarines, conducted Passage
Exercise (Passex) off the
Andamans on Monday with

the Indian Navy ships.  It is a
very basic drill where ships of
the two navies sail past each
other in the ocean as a good-
will gesture and professional
courtesy. 

Officials said the drill took
place as the Nimitz Carrier
Strike Group was transiting
through the Indian Ocean
region. They also said the
Indian Navy had conducted
similar Passexs with Japan and
France in the recent past.

Continued on Page 2
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With the date of bhoomi
pujan for construction of

Ram temple now final, the
Shri Ram Janmabhoomi Teerth
Kshetra trust has started
preparing the list of invitees
who would attend the function
on August 5.

One of the trustees, Dr
Anil Mishra, said the Trust
wanted to organise the bhoo-
mi pujan on a big scale but
because of the Covid-19 pan-
demic, they were forced to
curtail the list. “Still the list will
have at least 200 names, includ-
ing the people who had fought
for Ram Mandir,” he told The
Pioneer.

As per the Covid guide-
lines, religious functions are
banned across India. Religious
places have opened but only five
people are allowed at a time.

“The guideline can be a big

impediment,” Dr Mishra said. 
Besides Prime Minister

Narendra Modi who will lay
the foundation stone, Home
Minister Amit Shah, Defence
Minister Rajnath Singh and
Rashtriya Swayamsevak Sangh
pramukh Mohan Bhagwat
would surely get the invite.

Others like LK Advani,
MM Joshi, Kalyan Singh, Uma
Bharati and Vinay Katiyar may
also get the invitation.

Besides the Chief Ministers
of Bharatiya Janata Party-ruled
States, Uddhav Thackeray of
Maharashtra and Nitish Kumar

of Bihar may get the invite.
Meanwhile, the puja for the

bhoomi pujan will start from
August 3 and the main func-
tion will be held on August 5.

The Trust members said
the basic design and architec-
ture was the same as adopted
by VHP during the days of
temple movement.

“The basic design of the
main temple will be of Nagara
style while the garbhagriha
(sanctum sanctorum) will be
octagonal,” they said.

However, as compared to
earlier model, length, breadth
and height of the temple has
been increased. The length
now will be between 280 feet
and 300 feet while earlier it was
268 feet and the breadth will be
between 272 feet and 280 feet
against the earlier 140 feet. The
height of the temple has been
increased to 161 feet from the
earlier 128 feet. 
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It is a “failure of the institu-
tion” that a person like Vikas

Dubey got bail despite several
cases lodged against him, the
Supreme Court said on
Monday, while asking the Uttar
Pradesh Government to con-
sider having a former apex
court judge and a retired police
officer in the enquiry commit-
tee probing the encounter of
the gangster.

“This is the failure of the
institution and the person,
who should have been behind

the bars, got bail,” a bench
headed by Chief Justice SA
Bobde said, adding, “We are
appalled to the fact that a per-
son like Vikas Dubey got the
bail despite so many cases.” 

The bench, also compris-
ing Justices A S Bopanna and
V Ramasubramanian, told the
Uttar Pradesh Government
that they have to “uphold rule
of law”.

The top court asked
Solicitor General Tushar
Mehta, who was appearing for
Uttar Pradesh, to look into the
aspect if the Chief Minister and
Deputy Chief Minister of the
State have made certain state-
ments and then something has
followed.

“You as a state have to
uphold the rule of law. It is your
duty to do so,” the SC said while
hearing a batch of pleas seek-
ing court-monitored probe into

the encounters of Dubey and
his alleged associates. 

The bench also sought a
report on the court orders
which were passed in cases
related to Dubey.

The SC said it cannot spare
a sitting top court judge to
become a part of the enquiry
committee. The bench sug-
gested changes in the inquiry
panel and sought a draft reso-
lution from the State
Government by July 22.

The Uttar Pradesh
Government, in an affidavit
filed in the SC in the matter, has
said that it has appointed a
judicial panel of Justice (retd)
Shashi Kant Agarwal, a former
high court judge, as a single
member commission of
enquiry to probe into the
encounters of Dubey and his
alleged associates.

Continued on Page 2
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The new rules for electron-
ic retailers, including

mandatory display of “country
of origin” on their products,
will come into force by the end
of this week, Union minister
Ram Vilas Paswan said on
Monday and emphasised the
entities will face penal action
for any non-compliance.

The “Consumer Protection
(E-Commerce) Rules, 2020”
will be applicable to all elec-
tronic retailers registered in
India or abroad but offering
goods and services in India.

“Most rules under the
Consumer Protection Act 2019
have come into force on
Monday. However, e-com-
merce rules will get notified by
the end of this week, while
rules on direct selling will take
some more time,” he added. 

Detailed report on P9
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New Delhi: Chhattisgarh farm-
ers will be able to earn Rs
12,000 annually, double the
amount under the Centre's PM-
Kisan scheme, by selling cow
dung to the state government as
part of ''Godhan Nyay Yojana”
launched on Monday, Chief
Minister Bhupesh Baghel has

said.
Under the ‘Godhan Nyay

Yojana', the state government
will procure cow dung at Rs 2
per kilogram from livestock
owners and use it to prepare ver-
micompost or organic fertilisers.

The scheme was launched
in Raipur on the occasion of

local Hareli festival, celebrated
to mark the start of agricultur-
al activities, officials said.

“Those who are cow-rear-
ers, what are they getting? If they
have three to four cattle, they
can easily make Rs 1,500 per
month. So if under the PM-
Kisan scheme, they are getting

Rs 6,000 annually, then under
our Godhan Nyay Yojana, they
will get Rs 12,000. They will get
more than the PM's Kisan
scheme," he told PTI on phone
from Raipur.

Under the central govern-
ment's Pradhan Mantri Kisan
Samman Nidhi or PM-Kisan

scheme, that came into effect
from December 1, 2018, eligi-
ble farmers get Rs 6,000 annu-
ally -- in three installments of Rs
2,000 every four months. Baghel
said the scheme will generate
employment for local people
and farmers, besides ensuring
wellbeing of cattle.

He hit out at the opposition
BJP for allegedly indulging in
politics by criticizing the scheme
and said the saffron party's ide-
ological fountainhead Rashtriya
Swayamsevak Sangh (RSS) has
already praised the initiative.

“What is the problem if
farmers' income is getting

increased? What is the issue
they (the BJP) have got? The
RSS has come out in open to
support the scheme. They (BJP
leaders) should ask them, their
frontal organisation, that we are
opposing the scheme and you
are respecting it. They will get
the right answer,” Baghel said,

countering the allegations lev-
eled by the state BJP leadership
over the scheme.

He said BJP leader and
former Chhattisgarh chief
minister Raman Singh could
never procure 80 lakh metric
tonnes of paddy in his 15
years of rule. PTI

New Delhi: The Border Security
Force has ordered an inquiry to find
out how a jawan weighing 160 kg was
"declared fit" to take a physical fitness
course during which he died, an offi-
cial spokesperson said Monday.
Constable Vinod Singh, 45, died on
July 17 after he "felt giddiness in the
evening hours near his barracks" at

the BSF subsidiary training centre in
Rajasthan''s Jodhpur.

He was rushed to a hospital but
was declared brought dead, the
spokesperson said.

Working as a water carrier in the
114th battalion, Singh had joined the
training centre to undergo a physical
fitness course on July 15, according

to the BSF statement.
These fitness courses have been

envisaged by BSF chief S S Deswal,
who has ordered that all fat and obese
personnel in the 2.5-lakh-strong
force should be identified and sent for
physical training.

Deswal, also the ITBP director
general, is heading the BSF in addi-

tional capacity for over four months
now. He has ordered a number of fit-
ness courses at BSF and ITBP train-
ing centres and attended the closing
day events of some.

"The jawan was a low medical
category person having weight of 160
kg with a BMI of 52.98," the
spokesperson said.

"However, it has been found
that the deceased constable was
declared fit for the above course. An
inquiry has been ordered to ascertain
the circumstances under which the
individual was declared fit for the
course," he added.

The BSF Inspector General of the
Rajasthan frontier, that guards the

India-Pakistan border, has been
directed to probe the incident and
submit a report.

"DG BSF and all ranks are grief-
stricken with the untimely demise of
our comrade constable Vinod Singh.
Prahari pariwar (border guards fam-
ily) will always stand firm with the
family members of the deceased," the

spokesperson said.
Singh is survived by his mother,

wife and two sons. Recently, the head-
quarters of the force here had ordered
that personnel "weighing more than
105 kg be posted out to hard areas."

There are about two dozen such
personnel in this category in the BSF,
a senior official said. PTI

New Delhi: The Delhi
Government has revised the
income criterion under a
scheme for providing financial
assistance for the marriage of
orphan girls and daughters of
poor widows, making those
earning upto Rs 1 lakh eligi-
ble for the benefit.

Earlier, those who had
annual income up to Rs
60,000 were eligible to apply
under the "Financial
Assistance for the Marriage of
Daughters of Poor Widows
and Orphans" scheme,

Women and Child
Development Minister
Rajendra Pal Gautam said.

The income criterion has
now been revised. Now, those
who have annual income upto
Rs 1 lakh can avail of the ben-
efits under the scheme, he said.

With the raising of the
income ceiling, more widows
and orphan girls will be able
to apply for financial aid, the
minister said.

The number of applicants
seeking financial assistance
under the scheme has

increased over the years since
it was launched in financial
year 2006-07, an official said.

The government provides
one-time financial assistance
of Rs 30,000 under the
scheme. Every year, around
3,000 widows and orphan
girls apply for the benefits, he
said.

The Delhi government
has already revised the income
criteria -- from Rs 60,000 to
Rs 1 lakh -- for providing pen-
sion to women in distress. 

PTI
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Aday after having notched
the highest-ever daily tally

of 9518 infected cases,
Maharashtra witnessed a drop
of nearly 1,278 in the number
of cases on Monday, as 8240
people tested positive for
Covid-19, while 176 more peo-
ple succumbed to the pan-
demic in  parts of the State.

After the pandemic
breached 8000 cases’ mark for
three consecutive days

(Thursday-8641, Friday-8308
and Saturday-8348), as many as
9518 people had been diag-
nosed positive for Covid in
parts of the state on Sunday.

However, in a relief for the
state health authorities, the
infected cases came down to
8240 on Monday, taking the
total number of infections in
the state to 3,18,695.

With the fresh 176 deaths,
the total number of deaths
crossed 12,000 mark and
touched 12,030.

Of the total reported on
Monday, Mumbai recorded 41
deaths taking up the total num-

ber of deaths in the metropo-
lis from 5,714 to 5,755, while
the number of corona cases
rose by 1,035 to touch 102,423.

For the first time in recent
weeks, Pune’s daily Covid-19
toll of 42 overshot Mumbai’s 41
deaths on Monday.

Apart from 42 deaths in
Pune and 41 deaths in
Mumbai,  there were 33 deaths
in Thane, 21 in Jalgaon, 6 in
Raigad, 5 in Solapur, 4 each in
Kolhapur and Sangli, 3 in
Aurangabad, 2 each in Palghar,
Satara, Amravati, Buldhana
and Nashik, 1 death each in
Dhule, Jalna, Latur, Nanded,

Washim and Wardha. One
more death was reported in the
state – that of a person from
another state.

With 76749 infected cases
and 2069 deaths, Thane con-
tinued to be the second worst
hit district in Maharashtra.

Pune, which has emerged
as the third worst affected dis-
trict in terms of spread of the
pandemic, has recorded 57024
infections and 1401 deaths till
now.

In a related development,
the total number of   patients
discharged from various hos-
pitals after full recovery since

the second week of March this
year touched 1,75,029. The
recovery rate in the state stood
at 54.92 per cent. The mortal-
ity rate in the state is 3.77 per
cent. The state health authori-
ties pegged the number of
“active cases” in the state at
1,31,334

Out of 16,00,667 samples
sent to laboratories, 3,18,695
have tested positive (19.85 per
cent) for COVID-19 until
Monday.

Currently, 7,65,781 peo-
ple are in home quarantine
while 45,434 people are in
institutional quarantine.
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From Page 1
Gehlot said he “used to talk

about conspiracy to topple his
Government but nobody
believed that he (Pilot), having
an innocent face, good com-
mand over English and Hindi
and influence over the media
across the country, can do
this”.

“Rajasthan is the only State
where no demand was raised to
change the PCC president in

seven years. We knew that
nothing is happening here. We
knew he is ‘nikamma’ (worth-
less) and ‘nakara’ (idle), still we
did not question this in the
interest of the party,” Gehlot
told reporters.

“Never in the history of
India would I ever hear that the
head of a party conspired to
topple its own Government. I
have never heard of this till
date,” Gehlot said.

But what came as a big
surprise on a day when the
Rajasthan political battle was
being taken up in the High
Court was the Congress MLA
Giriraj Singh alleging that he
was offered Rs 35 crores by for-
mer the Deputy Chief Minister.

Giriraj said Sachin Pilot
offered him Rs 35 crore to
switch from the Congress to the
BJP but he refused. The inci-
dent took place in December
and again before the Rajasthan
Rajya Sabha elections, the party
legislator stated.

Reacting to Giriraj’s alle-
gations, Pilot said he will be
taking appropriate and strictest
possible legal action against the
MLA who was made to make
these accusations.

“I am sure more such con-
cocted allegations will be
thrown at me to cause asper-
sions on my public image. But
I shall be unfettered and remain
firm in my beliefs and convic-
tions,” Sachin Pilot said.

“I am saddened but not
surprised to be at the receiving
end of such baseless and vex-
atious allegations being leveled
against me. This is done sole-
ly to malign me and to stifle the
legitimate concerns that I had
raised against the party lead-
ership of the State, as a mem-
ber and MLA of INC. This
attempt further aims at defam-
ing me and attack my credibil-
ity. The narrative is being redi-
rected to avoid addressing the

main issue,” Pilot said.
Gehlot also stated that

some corporates are helping
rebel Pilot. “The BJP is playing
the game everyone knows.
When the Congress refused to
budge then Pilot said that he
will create a third front. This is
a big conspiracy to topple the
Rajasthan Government. When
I received the information,
raids were conducted for spe-
cific people,” said Gehlot.

Talking on the present sit-
uation of legislators, Gehlot
said while Congress MLAs are
staying without any restric-
tions but the BJP has held its
MLAs captive, who are now
calling us and crying over the
phone while explaining their
ordeal. Their personal mobile
phones have also been
snatched. Some of them want
to join us, Gehlot said.

On the other hand Union
Minister Gajendra Singh
Shekhawat questioned the
authenticity of the audio clips,
cited by the Congress to allege
his involvement in a purport-
ed bid to topple the Rajasthan
Government, and sought to
know its source and how the
State police got it. The
Rajasthan Police SOG, which is
probing the case, had earlier
sent a notice to Shekhawat, ask-
ing him to give his voice sam-
ple and record his statement
while the Congress has
demanded the resignation of
the Union Minister.

From Page 1
The US Carrier strike

group was en route for deploy-
ment in the Middle East from
the South China Sea when it
carried a joint exercise with the
Indian Navy ships, sources
said.

This exercise came at a
time when India and China are
making efforts to end the
stand-offs and defuse tension at
the LAC.  Moreover, China’s
growing assertiveness in the
South China Sea has led to ten-

sion with the nations located on
its rim and the US Navy recent-
ly carried out a major exercise
involving USS Nimitz and USS
Ronald Reagan.

Incidentally, the Eastern
Fleet of the Indian Navy is at
present carrying a major oper-
ational exercise off the
Andaman and Nicobar Islands
for the past few days.

The ongoing exercise
includes frontline warships,
submarines, frigates, maritime
reconnaissance aircraft and
helicopters.  In order to
enhance the scope and dimen-

sion of the exercise, warships
now patrolling the Strait of
Malacca also joined for some
drills, sources said.

The US-India Passex also
came months ahead of the
Malabar series of maritime
exercises. Besides India and
US, Japan is the third country
to participate in this prestigious
exercise.  This year Australia
may also join it as an observer.
China has all along protested
against any move to include
Australia in this exercise as it
may signal militarization
Quadrilateral (Quad) coalition.

From Page 1
The ICMR has notified 12

sites where the trial for Covaxin
will be taking place. On July 17,
human trials of Covaxin began
at Post-Graduate Institute
(PGI) of Medical Sciences in
Rohtak where three volunteers
were administered Covaxin.
Also, trials have started at
AIIMS, Patna and few other
places as well.

Another facility which will
be starting the process of
human trials for Covaxin is

Redkar Hospital in North Goa’s
Pernem taluka. The North
Goa-based private hospital is
also amongst the 12 listed facil-
ities. Redkar Hospital will be
selecting ten volunteers from
Goa and instead of randomiz-
ing, the facility will select vol-
unteers on basis of eligibility.
The reports for prospective
volunteers have been sent to
Delhi to ascertain their eligi-
bility following which those
who clear the selection criteri-
on will be administered
Covaxin.

Healthy volunteers having
no comorbid conditions and

without a history of COVID-
19, aged more than 18 years
and less than 55 years, would
be eligible to participate in the
randomised, double-blind,
placebo-controlled clinical trial.

Anybody willing to partic-
ipate in the trial can send an
email to
Ctaiims.covid19@gmail.com or
an SMS to or call on
7428847499, said a senior doc-
tor from the hospital.

Approximately 1,000
human volunteers would be
participating in the exercise for
each of the two indigenously
developed vaccine candidates.

From Page 1
During the hearing on

Monday, Mehta told the apex
court that he will produce a draft
notification with regard to the
changes suggested in the enquiry
panel by July 22.

Mehta said law has been set
in motion in the matter and the
enquiry has started. Referring to
the records, he said Dubey was
on parole and he was facing
cases in 65 FIRs.

Eight policemen, including
DSP Devendra Mishra, were
ambushed in Bikru village in
Chaubeypur area of Kanpur
when they were going to arrest
Dubey and fell to bullets fired
from rooftops shortly after mid-
night on July 3.

Dubey was killed in an
encounter in the morning of July
10 when a police vehicle carry-
ing him from Ujjain to Kanpur
met with an accident and he
tried to escape from the spot in
Bhauti area, the police had said.
Prior to Dubey’s encounter, five
of his alleged associated were
killed in separate encounters. 

During the arguments,
Mehta said that eight policemen
were killed and their body muti-
lated when they had gone to raid
Dubey’s place. “I am not justi-

fying as to what happened later,”
he added.

The bench observed that
there was big difference between
the last year’s Telangana case, in
which four accused in gang
rape and murder case of a vet-
erinary doctor were killed in an
encounter, and the incident
involving Dubey. 

“You have to be very care-
ful and you have to follow the
law,” the bench said, and asked
Uttar Pradesh to add a former
apex court judge and a retired
police officer to the enquiry
committee.

“We don’t want people to go
to Allahabad and conduct an
enquiry there in pandemic
times,” the bench said, while
observing that locally available
former judge could be a part of
the inquiry panel.

One of the petitioners in the
matter requested the bench not
to allow Uttar Pradesh
Government to choose the
members of the inquiry com-
mittee. “Are you saying a for-
mer Supreme Court judge and
former High Court judge are
state sponsored?,” the Bench
said, adding, “This attitude of
mud slinging at all must stop
some time”.
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From Page 1
Two suicide notes were

recovered by the local police
probing the case from Vishnoi,
one addressed to his parents
and the other to the
Superintendent of Police (SP)
of Churu district. In the note
addressed to his parents, he had
sought forgiveness.

In the suicide note to the
police, Vishnoi had said he was
not able to bear the pressure
put on him. In note, he had also
asserted that he tried to give his
best to the Rajasthan Police.

A screenshot of a purport-
ed WhatsApp chat that
Vishnudutt Vishnoi had with
one of his activist friends, in
which the police officer talked
about being trapped in dirty
politics, had also gone viral.

Poonia represents the
Sadulpur constituency in
Churu district of Rajasthan
and was recently granted Z
Category security cover by the
State Government following
threat to her life on a recom-
mendation of the CID.

Discus thrower Krishna
Poonia represented India at
2004, 2008 and 2012 Olympic
Games. Poonia is an interna-
tional gold-medalist discus

thrower and recipient of Padma
Shri and Arjuna awards. She
had won a Gold Medal in the
2010 Delhi Commonwealth
Games and holds the National
Record for the longest discus
throw of 64.76 meters.

The Rajasthan
Government had handed over
the probe to the CBI in the case
on June 5. The case was earli-
er being probed by the Crime
Investigation Department of
the CB of the State police.

Earlier the BJP and BSP
leaders had alleged that the
deceased police official, known
for his honesty and hard work,
was being pressured by local
Congress MLA Krishna
Poonia, a charge denied by the
legislator.

This besides, a delegation
of Vishnoi community mem-
bers had also met Rajasthan
Chief Minister Ashok Gehlot
demanding a CBI probe into
the matter. These calls led to
the transfer of the case to the
CBI for an independent probe.

The Vishnoi community
delegation that met Gehlot on
June 1 included State Forest
Minister Sukhram Vishnoi,
Higher Education Minister
Bhanwar Singh Bhati, Haryana
Congress MLA Kuldeep
Bishnoi, Rajasthan BJP MLAs
Pabba Ram and Biharilal
besides former MP Jaswant
Singh Bishnoi and others.

From Page 1
There is no fixed formula.

So how to take a decision is
within the Speaker’s domain, he
said. Not being present at a leg-
islature party meeting can be
construed as giving up mem-
bership of the party, but the
Speaker has to decide, Singhvi
argued. The senior lawyer who
is also a Rajya Sabha member
said, referring to team Pilot,
“Unprincipled defection is a
political sin and against con-
stitutional morality.”

Salve on his part said intra-
party dissent, however shrill it
may be, until the moment it goes
to the extent of supporting
another party, cannot be a
ground to even start disqualifi-
cation proceedings under the
10th schedule.

“If a group of MLAs says that

the party president is incompe-
tent, and the party president
complains to the Speaker that
they have defected, and the
Speaker issues notice for dis-
qualification, can they not
approach the court against it?”
Salve further stated. 

“Even if the complainant’s
allegations are assumed to be
true, they will only constitute a
case of inner-party dissent. No
case under the 10th schedule.
Issuing disqualification notice for
inner-party dissent is a violation
of freedom of speech of the leg-
islator,” Salve added.

“A party member is free to
defy the party whip direction
outside the House. Kihoto
nowhere says that defying party
whip outside the House amounts
to defection. Intra-party dis-
sent, however shrill it may be,
until the moment it goes to the
extent of supporting another

party, cannot be a ground to even
start disqualification proceedings
under 10th schedule,” Salve told
Rajasthan High Court in defence
of Pilot and dissidents MLAs.

The Speaker had issued dis-
qualification notices to 19 rebel
Congress MLAs, including Pilot
after a complaint by the ruling
Congress party for defying a
whip to attend the Legislative
Party meeting and sought action
under paragraph 2(1) (a) of the
Tenth Schedule of the
Constitution. 

This disqualifies MLAs if
they “voluntarily give up” the
membership of the party that
they represent in the House.Pilot
was sacked as the Rajasthan
Deputy Chief Minister and the
president of the State Congress
unit after he rebelled against
Chief Minister Ashok Gehlot.
Speaker CP Joshi has given the
rebel MLAs up to 5.30 pm to

reply to disqualification notices,
which the dissident camp wants
the court to quash.

�������$����...�
���,���		

����000



�
���
����������������������� ������ � !��"�"

 �*�����						*
�
��#���

 ���	���
� ��	� 02-�$2345

With six fresh cases report-
ed last week, the number

of people suffering from malar-
ia in the National Capital has
reached 62. Two fresh cases of
dengue also reported in a week,
taking the total number to 63
this year.

According to data provid-
ed by municipal corporations
out of total dengue cases, 28
patients who diagnosed with
the disease belong to Delhi
while 23 patients traced here
were from different states and
other 12 patients did not pro-
vide their address.

Meanwhile, mosquito-
breeding has been reported in
at least 16511households in
Delhi and 14133legal notices
have been issued and 152 num-
ber of prosecutions launched
this year, according to data
released by the South Delhi

Municipal Corporation
(SDMC).

The dengue breeding
checkers have checked
8746657houses and also issued
challans to 152 numbers of
office and residential premises.

A senior SDMC official
said that all the preventive
steps have been taken to reduce
the cases. “The key to preven-
tion of Dengue is ensuring
there is no clean stagnant water
in homes and around, which
does not allow the Aedes mos-
quitoes to breed, and therefore
dengue cannot spread,” he said.

Dengue mosquito larvae
breed in clear, standing water
while those of malaria mos-
quito thrive even in dirty water.
Doctors have advised people to
take precautions and ensure
that there is no breeding of
mosquito larvae around them.
They have urged people to
wear full-sleeves clothes and
use mosquito nets.

The malaria parasite is
transmitted by female
Anopheles mosquitoes, which
bite mainly between dusk and
dawn. 

According to the World
Health Organisation malaria is
caused by the protozoan para-
site Plasmodium. Human
malaria is caused by four dif-
ferent species of Plasmodium:
P. falciparum, P. malariae, P.
ovale and P. vivax.

 ���	���
� ��	� 02-�$2345

With the arrest of two
Nigerian Nationals and

two Indians in separate oper-
ations, the Narcotics Control
Bureau (NCB) has unearthed a
new modus operandi of drug
trafficking during the con-
straints of international logis-
tics (Air travel) movements
and seized around 1.7 kilogram
of heroin.  

According to K P S

Malhotra, the Narcotics
Control Bureau (NCB) Deputy
Director, Operations, in one
operation, Heroin concealed in
LED lights and foundation
powder (Make up) kits seized
and one Nigerian National and
one woman, Indian national,
have been arrested.

“Meanwhile, in another
operation, the NCB has seized
heroin concealed in soap and
arrested one Nigerian and one
Mumbai based Indian nation-

al. The consignee details in the
International courier service
case belonged to Assam and the
consignor belongs to Uganda,”
said the Deputy Director.

“The passport seized from
Nigerian national, arrested with
heroin concealed in LED and
makeup kit, has a fake Indian
Visa while in another case the
Nigerian national does not
possess any legal document of
stay,” the Deputy Director fur-
ther said. 
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A22-year-old boy allegedly
stabbed his 45-year-old

mother with a knife in Delhi’s
Madangir Central market area
on Monday. Police said the
woman succumbed to her
injuries during the treatment at
hospital.

The accused has been iden-
tified as Sagar, who has been
apprehended by the police.
Police said that the accused is
a drug and alcohol addict.

According to a senior
police official, a police control
room (PCR) call regarding a
son stabbing his mother was
received following which an
Emergency Response Vehicle
(ERV) was dispatched for
Madangir Central Market.

“On spot, the police team
found the woman in an uncon-
scious state and she was rushed
to hospital where she suc-
cumbed to her injuries during
the treatment,” said the senior
police official.
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Deputy Chief Minister and
Education Minister of

Delhi, Manish Sisodia
addressed the first session of
the Principal Training
Programme for the batch 2020-
21 via video conference on
Monday. 

IIM Ahmedabad will train
the next batch of 50  Delhi
Government school principals
in leadership and empower-
ment which is in continuation
with the tie up between IIM-A
and SCERT Delhi. 

So far 700 Heads of Schools
have undergone training at

IIM- A which started four
years ago. The aim of the
Principal training programme
is to train heads of Delhi
Government schools for build-
ing leadership competencies,
empowering them and instill-
ing local accountability towards
their respective schools.

“In our first term of
Principal Training Programme,
we empowered our school
principals to take autonomous
decisions at school level.  Made
them in charge of SMC funds
which led to local account-
ability. I am now looking at IIM
Ahmedabad to help us to fur-
ther empower our principals,

said Sisodia
“Around 700 Heads of

Schools have already received
training under this  pro-
gramme. When we started
around 4 years ago, we had a
vision to bring a transforma-
tion in our schools through
this leadership training pro-
gramme.  We wanted to
empower our Heads of
Schools to take decision for
their schools and committed
funds to execute their deci-
sions.  Hence, we entrusted
them with the SMC funds so
that they could use them
immediately for removing any
shortcoming or requirement

at school level without waiting
for the Govt. to take action
and waste time due to the slow
file movement.  This has
resulted in Local  Level

Accountability amongst our
HoS. Our schools have been
empowered. These were our
needs four years ago.  Right
now I am looking at IIM
Ahmedabad to help us further
empower our Principals, ”
said Sisodia while interacting
with Principals.

Sisodia said that it is
important for the Heads of
schools to take responsibility
for their individual schools.

He said that he wants to see
Delhi Government schools as
decentralised autonomous
institutions, and let HoS take
charge of education and bring-
ing about a revolution. “From

academics to administration,
planning to decision making, I
want schools to become decen-
tralised autonomous institu-
tions  and take charge of edu-
cation,” he said.

Sisodia also added that it is
the responsibility of the Heads
of the Schools to look after the
smooth functioning of the
schools and work towards their
improvement.  He stated that
the ministers, the Director of
Education, the Deputy
Directors and other Education
officers are just the facilitators.
“Running the school is the
responsibility of each school
principal who is central to the

entire school system. We as
ministers, Education Directors
and officers are just the facili-
tators,” he said. 

Online learning may not be
a solution, but it is a necessity.
Urge our Delhi Government
school principals to fully com-
mit to it.

Concluding his address,
he thanked the IIM
Ahmedabad team for their
support in conducting this
new session of the principal
training programme amid the
pandemic situation.

He also highlighted the
importance of online learning
which has become nearly

inevitable in these uncertain
times when schools are closed
and regular classes not taking
place.  “ Online learning may
not be a solution but it is a
necessity today. So I urge all our
school principals to fully com-
mit to it,” he said.

The team from IIM
Ahmedabad included Ms
Neharika Vohra, who spoke on
the ‘Role of a School Principal’
; Rajeev Sharma who talked
about ‘Integrating Community
and School Search for
Innovations’ and Vijaya Sherry
Chand who spoke on
‘‘Encouraging Innovation for
Teacher Development’.
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Delhi Health Minister
Satyender Jain resumed

his office after recovering from
the novel corona virus.
Informing about Jain’s health,
Chief Minister Arvind Kejriwal
tweeted - “Our health minister
Satyendar Jain has recovered.
He will join work from today.
He was always on the field vis-
iting hospitals and meeting
health workers and patients. He
contracted corona. After one
month, he joins back today.
Welcome back Satyendar and
best wishes!."

Jain was discharged from
hospital on June 26.

According to state ( Delhi
) health department, 954 new
cases have been added while
Jain has clarified that there is
spread in community and it is
very technical to say either it’s
local or community spread.

Interacting digitally, Jain,
who recovered from the
COVID -19 by undergoing
plasma therapy treatment, said
that sources of many corona
positive patients remain
unknown even after test. “Let’s
leave the technical battle on
Center to decide over com-
munity spread.”

Delhi reported 123747
total corona cases while total
casualties 3663 with 36 in past
24 hours. According to state

health officials, 104918 patients
have been recovered and now
Capital has 15166 active cases.

As per the tread of past one
week, Corona cases are
decreasing. Kejriwal  high-
lighted the work done by his
government in checking the
spread of the coronavirus dis-
ease (Covid-19), but said the
people should not be compla-
cent.

“The Sars-Cov-2 virus,
which causes Covid-19, is very
unpredictable so it’s better to
stay safe.“The situation is bet-
ter than what it was last month.
But please don’t be complacent.
This virus is very unpre-
dictable. Stay safe and follow all
precautions. We should always
be prepared for the worst,” he
tweeted

On community transmis-
sion of Covid -19 in Delhi, Dr
Randeep Guleria, AIIMS,
Director, said that certain areas
have hit their peak. “Delhi
seems to have done so because
the cases have declined signif-
icantly.”
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The district health depart-
ment has detected 109 fresh

Covid-19 cases and one death
was also reported on Monday,
taking the total number of
cases to 7,857. Of this, 6,693
people have recovered. The
Covid-19 toll has reached 116
in the district.

“Gurugram now has 1,048
active cases, including 824 in-
home isolation. Remaining 150
patients are admitted in private,
government and Covid care
centers in the district while 90
patients were recovered on
Monday," Gurugram Civil
Surgeon Dr. Virender Yadav
said.

The health department
said out of 116 deaths 79 died
due to comorbidities and the
remaining 37 without comor-
bidities. 

Meanwhile the district
administration have extended
lockdown till July 28 in 9 large
outbreak region which have
high Covid-19 cases. 

The area including Rajiv
Nagar (east), Om Nagar,
Nathupur, Laxman Vihar,
Chauma, Patel Nagar, Firoz
Gandhi colony, Manesar and
Sohna. The officials said only

essential services will be
allowed in the area. 

According to health offi-
cials Covid testing has been
increased in the district to
prevent the spread of corona
infection. "The department
have done around 8,219 tests in
9 large outbreak region from
July 15 to till now in which 216
were found positive. This
includes both types-Rapid
Antigen Test and RTPCR Test,”
Yadav said.

Besides this, the district has
100 containment zones. An
area is notified as a contain-
ment zone usually when five or
more cases are found and is
removed from the list in 28
days.

Gurugram has nine such
containment zones where
infection rate was high. “We
have initiated door to door
screening in these zones to
identify suspects. We are using
the rapid antigen kit to test sus-
pects," he said. 

The civil surgeon further
informed that the health facil-
ity have received 10,000 test
kits. "The test can be complet-
ed in 15 to 30 minutes, which
will help save time and lives. At
present, it takes around two
days to finalise the report of a
patient, he added.
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Coronavirus cases have start-
ed coming down signifi-

cantly in the national Capital as
only 954 cases reported on
Monday.

After a spurt in number of
cases, Delhi Government intro-
duced a series of measures to
contain the spread of virus
which has yielded positive
results.

As per the health bulletin
released by the Delhi
Government, at least 104918
patients have recovered, been
discharged or migrated so far,
while a number of active cases
stood at 15166. The total tally
has reached to 123747till now.

Rapid-antigen tests started
in the city on June 18. Since
then a total of 830459 tests
through the RT-PCR (reverse
transcription–polymerase
chain reaction) and rapid-anti-
gen methods have been con-
ducted in Delhi with around
4,177 (RT-PCR) tests conduct-
ed on Monday.

According to health
authorities, rapid-antigen test-
ing is an easy and cheaper
method as compared to the RT-
PCR test. Each testing kit costs
Rs 450 and can provide results
within 30 minutes as compared
to RT-PCR test that takes three

to four hours.
The kits, called Standard Q

COVID-19 Ag detection, have
been developed by South
Korean company S D
Biosensor. The testing method
involves looking for antibodies
which are produced when the
body is exposed to a pathogen.

If a person has antibodies
associated with novel coron-
avirus, it means the person is
either COVID-19 positive or
has recovered.

According to the Indian
Council of Medical Research,
suspected individuals who test

negative for COVID-19 in
rapid-antigen test should
undergo RT-PCR to rule out
the infection.

Rapid-antigen testing
requires a prescription and an
ICMR form filled by a regis-
tered doctor, and a government
identity proof, same as that for
RT-PCR test.

The helpline numbers can
be contacted on 1031, 1800-
111-747, 22391014, 22301028,
22302441, 22307133, 22304568,
22307745, 22307135, 22307145,
22300012 and 22300036 in case
of emergency. 
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The Delhi Police has arrest-
ed a bar and cafe owner for

serving liquor to at least 40
people inside his set-up in
Paschim Vihar East area of the
national capital. Police said
that 40 people, who had assem-
bled to party, have been booked
for the lockdown and social
distancing violations.

The bar and cafe owner has
been identified as Tanmay
Singhal. Police said that he

owns the Crossroads Cafe in
Paschim Vihar.

According to a senior
police official, due to the coro-
navirus pandemic and the
restrictions that have been in
place to curb the transmission
of the virus, he was only
allowed to open only his cafe.

“However, the police
caught him serving liquor
inside the cafe. The incident
happened on Sunday night
when police, during one of
their patrols in the Paschim

Vihar East area, heard music
blaring from a building,” said
the senior police official.

“When they went to check
it, the police saw Tanmay
Singhal offering whiskey, beer
and hukka to a group of 40
people who were inside the
cafe. The police team seized the
liquor and registered an FIR
against the owner of the cafe.
Tanmay Singhal and all the 40
people who were present inside
the cafe have been booked for
violation,” he said. 
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A45-year-old staff member at
Congress office in Delhi was

found hanging at the servant
quarter of the office, situated at 24,
Akbar Road on Sunday. Police
said they have also recovered a sui-
cide note which reveals that he was
depressed due to marital discord.

The deceased has been iden-
tified as Prakash Singh.
According to a senior police offi-
cial, on Sunday a PCR was
received from Prakash’s brother
who told police that his brother

has kept himself locked inside his
room since July 17.

“Acting on the call, a police
team was dispatched for the spot.
On reaching the spot, the police
team found Prakash hanging in
his room. The room was latched
from inside,” said the senior
police official.

“Police also recovered a sui-
cide note which reveals that he
was depressed due to marital dis-
cord. The body has been shift-
ed to a mortuary in Ram
Manohar Lohia hospital,” he
said.
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In one of his sharpest direct
attacks on the Prime

Minister, former Congress
president Rahul Gandhi on
Monday said Narendra Modi
had come to power with the
help of a ‘fabricated strongman
image’ but now that image of a
leader with a 56-inch chest was
under attack from China. 

Rahul, in his second video
put on social media in a week,
claimed that China may be
thinking on a larger scale of
“doing something with
Pakistan in Kashmir” and
wanted to improve its tactical
position in areas such as
Demchok, Galwan and
Pangong lake.

In the first video, the

Gandhi scion had said the
Prime Minister’s blunders, frag-
ile economy, troubled neigh-
bourhood and a weak foreign
policy had prompted China to
act.

“PM fabricated a fake
strongman image to come to
power. It was his biggest
strength. It is now India’s
biggest weakness,” Rahul tweet-
ed his new video this being the
second in a week.

Commenting on the recent
India-China border face-off in
the Ladakh region, the
Congress leader claimed it was
not just a border issue but
designed to put pressure on
Modi.

“And what they are doing,
is that they are attacking his
image. They understand that it
in order for Narendra Modi to
be an effective politician; in
order for Narendra Modi to
survive as a politician, he has
to protect the idea of ‘chhappan
inch’ (56-inch chest). And this
is the real idea the Chinese are
attacking,” the Congress leader
said.

“They are basically telling
Mr. Narendra Modi that if you
do not do what we say, we will
destroy the idea of Mr.
Narendra Modi as a strong
leader. Now the question is,
how will Mr. Narendra Modi
react. Will he take them on?
Will he take on the challenge
and say absolutely not, I’m the
Prime Minister of India. I do
not care about my image I’m
going to take you on. Or will he
succumb to them? The worry
I have so far is that the Prime
Minister has succumbed,” he
added.

“Chinese don’t do any-
thing without thinking about it
strategically. In their mind,
they have mapped out the
world and they are trying to
shape the world. That’s the scale
of what they are doing. That’s
what Gwadar is, that is what
Belt and Road is. It is a restruc-
turing of the planet. So when
you’re thinking about the
Chinese you have to under-
stand that that is the level at
which they are thinking,”Rahul
said.
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Nearly 10 years after the
Gangetic Dolphin was

declared a national aquatic
animal, the Modi Government
has, on the lines of the Tiger
Project and Elephant Project,
cleared a dedicated conserva-
tion programme to save the
rare freshwater species from
disappearing from the coun-
try’s aqua map.

A senior official from the
Union Environment Ministry,

which will oversee the project,
said that the approval in this
regard was given in the first
meeting of the National Ganga
Council held during December
2019 in Kanpur, Uttar Pradesh
under the chairmanship of
Prime Minister Narendra
Modi.

“It was agreed for initiation
of a Project River Dolphin on
the lines of Project Tiger and
Project Elephant in consulta-
tion with the Wildlife Institute
of India and experts in the sec-

tor. After discussion, the
Standing Committee of the
National Board of Wildlife
(NBWL) recommended the
dedicated project for conser-
vation of Gangetic dolphins,”
said the official.

With the Government’s
approval for the project, plans
will soon be drawn for the ini-
tiation of a dedicated project
for conservation of the aquat-
ic animal.

The Ganges River Dolphin
is an endemic species of the

Ganges, Brahmaputra, and
Meghna river systems, extend-
ing from the foot of the
Himalayas to the tidal zone in
India, Bangladesh, Nepal and
Bhutan.

“Like we have tiger as a
national animal and peacock
as a national bird, dolphins as
a national aquatic animal rep-
resents the health of the rivers,
particularly Ganga in the
country,” said the official.

He felt that by declaring
dolphins as a national aquat-

ic animal, the government is
not only ensuring the survival
of the species which are
endemic to river Ganga but
also seeking cleansing of the
river.

In 2009, the Gangetic dol-
phins were declared India’s
National Aquatic animal dur-
ing the first meeting of the
erstwhile National Ganga
River Basin Authority
(NGRBA) and it is placed
under the “endangered” cate-
gory by the International

Union for Conservation of
Nature (IUCN) .It faces grave
threats due to excessive pol-
lution in Ganga and poaching.
There are less than 2,000 dol-
phins left in the country

Since the river dolphin is
at the apex of the aquatic
food chain, its presence in ade-
quate numbers symbolises
greater biodiversity in the
river system.

It has been included in the
Schedule-I of the Indian
Wildlife Protection Act, 1972.
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Targeting Congress leader
Rahul Gandhi, BJP presi-

dent JP Nadda said on Monday
that his allegations against the
Union Government  on the
India-China stand-off in  east-
ern Ladakh were “weak on
facts and strong on mudsling-
ing” and accused him of pre-
ferring to believe the Chinese
army than his own
Government. 

Describing the latest video
of Rahul attacking Prime
Minister Narendra  Modi on
the border escalation on the
Line of Actual Control in
Ladakh as yet another “failed
attempt” to relaunch himself,
Nadda said that “one dynasty’s
desperation” to wash away their
“sins of 1962” have been
exposed.

“We saw yet another

(failed) edition of ‘Project RG
Relaunch’ today. Rahul Gandhi
Ji was, as usual, weak on facts
and strong on mudslinging.
Attempts to politicise defence
and foreign policy matters
shows one dynasty’s despera-
tion to wash their past sins of
1962 and weaken India,”  tweet-
ed BJP president.

Nadda said for years, one
dynasty has been trying to
destroy the image of Prime
Minister Narendra Modi. “For
years, one dynasty has been try-
ing to destroy PM Narendra
Modi. Sadly for them, PM
Modi’s connection with 130
crore Indians is deep-rooted.
He lives and works for them.

Those who want to destroy him
will end up only further
destroying their own party,” the
BJP president tweeted.

He  said that Rahul tries to
politicise foreign policy issues
by making statements that are
weak on facts and strong on
mudslinging. Rahul has been
releasing a series of videos to
reach out to the people with his
thoughts on matters of impor-
tance. Rahul also positioned
these videos as a counter to the
alleged “hate filled narrative”
being spread through television
channels.

BJP chief said that in recent
years, be it Doklam or the pre-
sent, Rahul Gandhi prefers
briefings from the Chinese
instead of believing India’s
armed forces. “Why does one
dynasty want a weak India and
a strong China? Many leaders
in the Congress also disapprove

of one dynasty’s shenanigans!”
he tweeted.

He said the Congress leader
prefers to believe Chinese army
more than his own governr-
rment.

Nadda said since the 1950s,
China has made “strategic
investments in one dynasty
that has given them rich divi-
dends”. As a result of that, he
said, China captured land dur-
ing the Congress-led UPA
tenure.

Nadda’s  stinging attack
followed after Rahul released a
video wherein he attacked
Modi saying the LAC standoff
in Ladakh is not simply a bor-
der dispute but a design by
China to attack his image as a
“56-inch strongman”. Rahul
alleged that Chinese leadership
understood the image con-
scious Indian Prime Minister
and sought to weaken his “false

image” of a strong at the helm.
As against the Prime

Minister’s assertion that none
has encroached in the Indian
territory, the former Congress
President has been asserting
that China has been sitting  in
the Indian territory and that
Modi was “telling lies”.

BJP National spokesperson
and Rajya Sabha member
Sudhanshu Trivedi also made
tirade against Rahul saying he
should be aware that the India-
China border problem a “lega-
cy issue” that was inherited by
t h e
Modi-Government from the
past regimes headed by his fam-
ily elders including Jawaharlal
Nehru, the first Prime Minister
of the county. eom

He alleged that Rahul was
short on facts and has poor
understanding of the sensitive
border issues. 
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Prime Minister Narendra
Modi’s old trusted aide from

Surat and Member of
Parliament from Navsari Lok
Sabha constituency,
Chandrakant Raghunath Patil,
has been appointed the Gujarat
BJP’s new president replacing
Jitu Vaghani, whose term came
to an end.

Another BJP MP who had
hogged limelight with his ener-

getic speech in the Lok Sabha
in support of Ladakh as a sep-
arate Union Territory, Jamyang
Tsering Namgyal, was appoint-
ed as the party president of
Ladakh.

This is the first time that
someone with non-Gujarati
origin and a migrant has been
appointed as the Gujarat BJP
president. The surprise appoint-

ment announcement was made
here by BJP president J P Nadda
who had on Sunday also
appointed O P Dhankar, a jat
and state Minister, as Haryana
State president.

Patil, a former constable-
turned politician, has a record
of winning with the highest
margins and is one of the rich-
est MPs too. For the last two
terms, Patil won from his seat
by more than five lakh votes.

Patil has also been Modi’s
choice to coordinate develop-
ment works in his Lok Sabha
constituency Varanasi in Uttar
Pradesh.

Namgyal, 35, is a first-
term MP from Ladakh. The
post of BJP president in the
Union Territory was vacant
after Namgyal’s predecessor
resigned.
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Consumers can file cases
where they reside and

courts can now hear cases with
value higher than �10 crore
under the new Consumer
Protection Act 2019 which
came into force from Monday
replacing the more than three-
decade-old Consumer
Protection Act 1986. Under the
new Act, the District Forum
has been renamed the District
Commission and can now hear
cases with a value of up to
�1crore while the State
Commission can now hear
cases up to �10 crore. Under
the new Act, the National
Consumer Disputes Redressal
Commission (NCDRC) can
hear cases with value higher
than �10 crore, keeping with
the inflation in the country.

The new Act aims to
enforce and protect the rights

of consumers, and provide an
effective mechanism to address
consumer grievances. The Act
provides for a simplified dis-
pute resolution mechanism,
with a provision for mediation
and e-filing of cases. 

Another important feature
of the new Act is that a con-
sumer can file a case wherev-
er he resides, instead of filing
a case at the location of the
opposite party. Section 49(2)
and 59(2) of the new Act gives
power to the State Commission
and the NCDRC, respectively,
to declare the allegedly unfair
terms of contract to be null and
void.

Additionally, a profession-
al mediator can now be
appointed and consent terms
entered between the parties
before him will be treated as an
order of the court. The oppo-
site party will now need to
deposit 50 per cent of the

amount ordered by District
Commission before filing an
appeal before the State
Commission. The earlier ceil-
ing of �25,000 has been
removed.

Under the aegis of the new
Act, a product manufacturer
and seller will be liable to pro-
vide compensation for injury or
damage caused by a defective
product or service. The errant
businesses will be penalized
with up to 6 months in jail or a
fine of up to �1 lakh if the con-
sumers do not suffer any
injuries. In cases where the
consumer is injured, the fine to
the manufacturer, seller or dis-
tributor could go up to � 5 lakh
and up to seven years in jail. In
case of death of the consumer,
the culprit will have to pay a
minimum fine of �10 lakh and
spend seven years in jail, which
can be extended to life impris-
onment.

The new consumer Act
allows mediation, hearing of
cases of a much higher value
and a provision to challenge
unfair conditions of service
providers. However, an entire
chapter of the Act dealing with
a separate Consumer Protection
Authority for advertisements, e-
commerce rules for websites,
making celebrity endorsers
liable is yet to be notified. The

Act, was introduced in the
Upper House of Parliament by
the Minister of Consumer
Affairs, Food and Public
Distribution, Ram Vilas Paswan,
on July 8, 2019. It was passed by
the Lok Sabha on July 30, 2019
and Rajya Sabha on August 6,
2019. 

The Bill was then signed
into law by President Ram Nath
Kovind on August 9 last year.
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The Indian Commercial
Pilots’ Association (ICPA),

comprising several senior Air
India pilots, have written to Air
India Chairman and Managing
Director Rajiv Bansal com-
plaining that the leave without
pay scheme, which Air India
calls a ‘win-win’ for both’, was
finalised without consulting
the pilots. While ICPA said it
supports temporary austerity
measures in the wake of eco-
nomic distress triggered by
the pandemic, it has slammed
the Air India management for
its proposal with regards to
restructuring of wages.

In a letter to Air India
CMD, the ICPA said “Any uni-
lateral change by Air India from
agreed-upon wage settlement
would be illegal and will not be
in the interest of our National
Carrier at this crucial juncture.
Such a situation has the poten-
tial to flair to unprecedented
magnitude.”

“In the press conference by
Hardeep Singh Puri dated July
16, you had stated “we are in
negotiation with the pilots”
which is far from reality. It was
not a negotiation, but the diktat
of MoCA which was conveyed
to us. We would also like to place
on record that the so called
negotiation was ‘not harmo-
nious’ in any aspect,” the letter
alleged.

“In the interest of the com-
pany and due to the COVID sce-
nario, ICPA supports temporary
austerity measures at all fronts.
Only if such a restructuring is

done in the true spirit of Article
14 of the Indian Constitution.
Flying allowance and flying
related allowances constitute 70
per cent of our wages. These
allowances remain unpaid since
April 2020,” the statement said.
“Furthermore, all the wages are
being paid with constant delays.”
The ICPA said the proposal is
“not acceptable” as it is against
‘Right to Equality’ guaranteed
under the Indian Constitution.

Air India issued an internal
order on July 14 asking its
departmental heads and region-
al directors to identify employ-
ees, based on various factors like
efficiency, health and redun-
dancy, who will be sent on
compulsory leave without pay
(LWP) for up to five years.
Moreover, it said employees can
voluntarily opt for the LWP
scheme too.

Air India has proposed a 60
per cent salary cut for pilots
amid the coronavirus pandem-
ic, which has infected 55 of its
cockpit crew members, the ICPA
and the Indian Pilots’ Guild
(IPG) had said in their joint let-

ter to Bansal last week. 
Defending the arrangement,

Air India had said it will give the
employees freedom to engage
themselves with another
employer for the said period, the
airline too will be able to save its
cash flow on the other hand.

In an earlier statement, the
airline said that in a challenging
financial situation, it is taking
recourse to several initiatives
with a view to ensure that its
flight operations continue.

The cost-cutting drive dove-
tails with a government plan to
sell its entire stake in Air India
amid increasing debt and
mounting losses. 

The Centre, in January,
started the process by releasing
an information document for
investors and offering access to
financial and other data of Air
India and its subsidiaries.

The Government’s entire
stake in Air India, its 100% stake
in low-cost subsidiary Air India
Express Ltd. and 50% stake in
ground handling unit Air India
SATS Airport Services Private
Limited. are on offer
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ASupreme Court-mandat-
ed committee on content

regulation in Government
advertising has issued a notice
to the Arvind Kejriwal
Government in Delhi over an
advertisement issued by it last
week, taking cognisance of
concerns raised on social
media that its purpose was only
“political messaging”.

“Historic! Delhi
Government schools class 12
results - 98 per cent,” said the
Delhi Government advertise-
ment, which was published in
several newspapers on July 16.

It came in for criticism on
social media with many 
claiming that it was just polit-
ical messaging and there was
no point in spending huge
sums of money to publish the
ad in other States.

The Supreme Court-man-
dated Committee on Content
Regulation in Government
Advertising (CCRGA) issued
the notice to the Delhi
Government and demanded a
reply to various issues, like cost
to the exchequer, within 60
days upon receiving the notice.

“The committee had taken
suo-motu cognizance of the
points raised in the social
media on the Delhi govern-
ment advertisement— ques-
tions had been raised on the
necessity of the Delhi govern-
ment to issue advertisements in

Mumbai newspapers and had
pointed that the purpose of the
ad was only for political mes-
saging,” a statement issued by
the Union Ministry of
Information and Broadcasting
said.

“The one-page advertise-
ment was published by the
Department of Education and
Directorate of Information
and Publicity, government of
NCT of Delhi,” the statement
said.

The Delhi Government
has been given 60 days time
from the receipt of the notice
to submit its comments to the
committee on issues of cost to
the exchequer on the adver-
tisement and the purpose of
the advertisement published
and specifically publishing it in
other editions than Delhi, it
said.

The committee has sought
a reply as to how this adver-
tisement does not violate the
Supreme Court’’s guidelines of
avoiding glorification of polit-
ical personalities. 

It has also sought the
media plan of the advertise-
ment with names of publica-
tions and their editions.

Under the Supreme Court
guidelines dated May 13,
2015,”content of Government
advertisements should be rel-
evant to the Governments’
constitutional and legal oblig-
ations as well as the citizens’
rights and entitlements”.
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It’s not just the
contact tracing,

but speedy test-
ing of the cases is
also important to
curb the spread
of the infectious
disease.

Researchers
explained that
even the best
contact tracing
strategy — where
all contacts of an
infected person are identified
and alerted — won’t reduce
the spread of the virus if
there is a delay of three or
more days between when a
person shows symptoms and
when they are tested for the
virus (and get test results).

Contact tracing is con-
sidered especially important
as Covid-19 restrictions are
eased and people resume
more activities.

The findings, which are
based on a mathematical
model and published in the
journal The Lancet Public
Health,  underscore the
importance of speedy testing.

“In our model, minimis-
ing testing delays had the
largest impact on reducing
transmission of the virus; and
testing infrastructure is there-
fore the most critical factor
for the success of a contact-
tracing system,” Dr Marc
Bonten, senior author of the
study and professor of epi-
demiology at the University of
Utrecht in the Netherlands,
said in a statement. “This
means that as many infectious

people as possible need to be
tested, and policymakers
might consider lowering the
eligibility threshold for access
to testing.”

Contact tracing has been
used for decades by public
health officials to control the
spread of infectious diseases.
It involves interviewing peo-
ple with confirmed infections
— in this case, people who
test positive for Covid-19 —
and tracking down their con-
tacts who may have been
exposed to the disease.

These contacts are then
quarantined to prevent fur-
ther spread of the disease.

But for contact tracing to
be successful, it needs to
lower the “basic reproduction
number,” also known as R0, or
the average number of people
who catch the virus from a
single infected person, below
1. At that rate, each person
will infect less than one other
person and the virus will
eventually die out.

The researchers a lso
looked at how mobile app
technologies could improve
contact tracing, given that
such apps allow people to be
notified instantly if they have
been in contact with a person
who tests positive for the
infection. The researchers
assumed that traditional con-
tact tracing takes at least
three days, while contact trac-
ing with mobile app tech-
nologies was instantaneous.

The study found that
physical distancing alone
could reduce R0 from 2.5 to
1.2, but that contact tracing
could further reduce R0 to
below 1, provided that testing
and tracing of contacts was a
speedy process.
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Conceding that there was
indeed community trans-

mission taking place in parts of
Bengal the State Government
on Monday decided to return
to the lockdown mode.

“Consequent to the situa-
tion of community transmis-
sion in certain areas and in a
bid to break the chain the
State Government has decided
to go for a complete lockdown
for two days in a week, Home
Secretary Alapan
Bandopadhyay said adding the
“two-day lockdown will be in
addition to the broad-based
lockdown in containment
zones.”

For the current week the
lockdown will be enforced on
Thursday and Saturday, he
said. The Government will
periodically assess the situation
and decide on the future course
of action he said.

“As of now next meeting
will be held on July 29 when the
situation will be reassessed.
After that such periodical
assessment will continue to
take place throughout the
month of August,” he main-
tained hinting at a policy of
“intermittent lockdown”
being taken by the State
Government.

TheGovernment issued an
integrated helpline numbers--
1800313444222, 033 23412600;

for telemedicine--033
23576001; and 033 40902929
for ambulance.

“For this the lockdown
will be on Thursday and
Saturday but for the coming
weeks the days of lockdown
may change … though lock-
down in Wednesdays could be
a permanent affair,” he said.

The decision comes a day
after State Chief Secretary
Rajiva Sinha assured that the
Government was in full control
of the situation “moving at a
higher speed than the corona
virus,” and about a months after
Chief Minister Mamata
Banerjee asked the people to
learn to live with corona
instead of fearing it. “We have

to learn to live with corona like
the side pillow,” she said.

Reacting rather sharply to
the Government’s “lax handling
of the situation that brought us
to this situation,” Congress
leader in Lok Sabha Adhir
Chwodhury said “it had always
seemed that this Government
is going nowhere with its pol-
icy decisions on corona. Here
the Chief Minister wants the
people to take corona as a side
pillow there the Chief Secretary
says everything the
Government is running at a
higher speed than corona…

“But the next day the
Home Secretary talks of com-
munity transmission and lim-
ited lockdown… One won-

ders what is happening. What
is this adhocism about? …
Today we are in this situation
because of the unplanned and
wayward attitude of this gov-
ernment.”

CPI(M) central committee
member and MLA Sujan
Chakrabarty said “this the
result of government hiding the
real situation from the people.

Where is the Chief
Minister? Why a Home
Secretary has to announce such
major decisions? Why the
Government is so soft on peo-
ple breaking corona protocols?
Why no action is being taken
on people not maintaining
social distancing and not wear-
ing masks?”

Kolkata: With the phenome-
nal “social distancing” between
the Trinamool Congress
Government and Raj Bhavan
reaching embarrassing levels
Bengal Governor Jagdeep
Dhankhar has told the Centre
that all is not well in Bengal.

Meeting Home Minister
Amit Shah in Delhi the
Governor has said that the sit-
uation in the State is “worri-
some.” Earlier before meeting
Shah, Governor tweeted that he
“would be discussing with
Union Home Minister at noon
today West Bengal worrisome
situation.”

He further wrote “state of
affairs and affairs of State …
Welfare of people of West
Bengal is ever uppermost in my
mind. All my actions are

inspired to mitigate woes of
WB people.” He also said that
he would discuss his constitu-
tional duties as the Governor
provided under Article 159 of
the Constitution.

The Governor who said
that he would “devote myself to
the service and well-being of
the people,” had earlier been
called by the Centre for dis-
cussions on the affairs of the
State.

Chief Minister Mamata
Banerjee and the Governor
had been at loggerheads ever
since he took charge last year.
Things repeatedly came to
flash point often the two con-
stitutional heads bumping into
each other in public functions
and refusing to take note of the
opposite side. PNS
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As more coastal areas in
southern Kerala get-

ting afflicted with coron-
avirus, a Minister in
Pinarayi Vijayan’s council of Ministers came out
in the open and declared that the situation in
the State is terrifying.

With the release issued by the State Health
Department saying Kerala tested 794 new pos-
itive cases, Minister for cooperation A K Balan
said  the situation has become terrifying in the
State.

The Minister was upset over the ever
increasing number of persons getting infected
with the disease through contact; on Monday,
519 persons got infected through 
contacts. Thiruvananthapuram continued to be
the ‘hotspot’ as  182 new persons were added
to the list of Covid-19 patients on Monday. 

The Thiruvananthapuram Corporation
Council cancelled the licenses of two major
shopping malls in the city-Ramachandra Hyper
Market and Pothy’s- both owned by persons
from Tamil Nadu. 

Jammu: A Terror funding mod-
ule being set up by the pro-
Pakistan Lashkar-e-Toiba (LeT)
terror outfit  was busted in
Jammu by the joint team of
security forces on Monday.   

The terror module was
being activated in Jammu to
launch fresh terror strikes across
Jammu region.  

Inspector General of Police,
Jammu range Mukesh Singh
Monday said,

“The Special Operations
Group (SOG) of the J&K Police
and Army has busted a terror
funding module of the LeT”.

Singh said, “a banned ter-
rorist organization Lashkar-e-

Taiba (LeT) had acti-
vated a module for
carrying out terror
activities in Jammu &
Kashmir particularly
in the Jammu region
and in furtherance to
this, a delivery of
funds was to take
place in Jammu”.

He said on
receipt of this information, a
team of SOG Jammu and Peer
Mitha Police apprehended one
Mubashir Bhat, son of Farooq
Ahmed Bhat, a native of Sazan
Doda, who is a part of the same
module and had been tasked by
the handlers from across (the

border) to visit Jammu
and collect a consign-
ment of Hawala money
for further use by the ter-
rorists and their sup-
porters.

During the search
operation, one bag con-
taining �1.5 lakh rupees
which was concealed in
a tiffin box was recov-

ered, he said.
Initial questioning revealed

that the money was sent by
Haroon, a self styled comman-
der of LeT from Pakistan to be
delivered to the terrorists
through their overground work-
ers in Doda. PNS
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Tamil Nadu witnessed 70
persons succumbing to

Covid-19 and 4,985 persons
getting diagnosed with coron-
avirus pandemic during the last
24 hours according to a press
release issued by the Directorate
of Health Services and
Preventive Medicine on
Monday.

The day ended with a total
of 51, 348 persons diagnosed
with active Covid-19 cases all
over the State while the total
number of persons tested posi-
tive till date crossing 1.75 lakh
mark.

This means that the situa-
tion in Tamil Nadu remains crit-
ical despite the efforts of the State
administration to bring the pan-
demic under control by opening
more laboratories and arranging
additional hospital beds across
the State.

As on Monday, 1.9 million
persons across the State have
been subjected to tests in the 112
laboratories across the State,
the highest number of persons
tested anywhere in India,
according to Chief Minister
Edappadi Palaniswami.

On Monday, 3,861 persons
were discharged from hospitals
across Tamil Nadu, fully cured
of the pandemic. Since there is
no identified drug/vaccine in the
modern medicine, hospitals
across the State continue with
paracetamol and other generic
drugs to counter coronavirus.

Out of the nearly 5,000 per-
sons tested positive on Monday,
Chennai had 1,298 while
Chengalpet (354), Thiruvallur
(454) and Kancheepuram (329)
followed closely. 
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Politics took the driver’s seat
even as the Intelligence Wing

of the Kerala Police alerted the
Government of anti-national
activities including gold smug-
gling which was taking place
with impunity. This was stated
by former chief of Kerala Police
TP Senkumar who was uncer-
emoniously removed by the
Pinarayi Vijayan Government
from the post.

In his weekly programme in
a news channel ‘Senkumar
Speaking’, the former State Police
Chief said gold smuggling,
hawala operations and love jihad
were happening across the State
with Government patronage.
“Though the intelligence wing
had alerted the Government, it

fell on deaf ears and the officials
who prepared the reports were
shunted out to innocuous posts,”
said Senkumar. 

The statement by the  for-
mer top cop of the State comes
amidst reports that Fassal
Fareeth, the Dubai based busi-
nessman who was arrested by
the Dubai Police had financed
many Malayalam movies and he
had close relations with
Ernakulam based producers,
directors and artists.

Rajasenan, a movie maker
with 37 hit movies to his cred-
it, said the infusion of  money
generated through gold smug-
gling resulted in persons like
him getting elbowed out of the
industry. 

“We could make out the
movies produced with the

money generated through gold
smuggling and hawala. Such
movies had a distinct theme
which were in synchronization
with the thinking and ideology
of  certain religious and politi-
cal groups,” said Rajasenan.

He said the �80 crore worth
project to churn out a movie
portraying Varikkunnathu
Ahmed was a mission financed
by such forces. “All of us know
that Ahmed was a terrorist and
proselytized with swords. What
is the motive behind making a
movie portraying him as a
saint?” asked Rajasenan.
Meanwhile the NIA and
Customs officials interrogated
Jayaghosh, the gunman of the
UAE Consul General who tried
to commit suicide slitting his
wrist. 
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Hindus in Kerala observed
Monday as the day for ancestors.

The Amavasya day in the month of
Karkidaka (the last month of the year
as per Kerala’s almanac) is dedicat-
ed to the departed souls of the fam-
ily. 

Those who are alive perform
‘Bali Tharpanam’ (offering to the
souls) under the guidance of priests.
The Bali or Shraddham is usually
performed on the banks of the
major rivers in the State or on some
selected spots along the sea shore.
But this year the lock down and relat-
ed prohibitory orders resulted in
Shraddham being performed in the
front yard of the houses itself.

Those offering the Shraddham
should observe abstinence from
non-vegetarian foods, drinks, smok-
ing at least 24 hours before the  rit-

ual. The Tharppanam was done by
7 am under the watchful eyes of the
priest. Rice is boiled ant it is made
into balls with coconut, ghee, curd,
milk and offered on plantain leaves
to the souls with prayers for the pros-
perity of the progenies. The ritual is
also known as tilahomam or pitru
bali.

The significance of the age old
tradition which finds mention in

Ramayana and Maha Bharat is the
belief that a day of the departed soul
is equivalent to 365 earthly days.
“The Tharppanam is like offering
food to the dear departed souls and
this brings us blessings and pros-
perity,” said noted physicist Dr M G
Gireeshan, an Indologist.

The highlight of this year’s Bali
Tharppanam was movie maker and
writer Ali Akbar releasing the pho-
tographs of rituals performed by him
for his ancestors. Akbar was guided
by a priest and the Tharpanam was
done at his house in Malabar. “It is
a way of saying thanks to our ances-
tors. And please remember that
they had no religion or caste. Today
was a day to reminiscence about my
great grandfathers and great grand-
mothers about whom we do not have
any idea. I believe in the tradition of
Vande Guru Parampara,” Akbar told
The Pioneer.
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Ahead of the crucial
meeting of the Shri

Amarnath Shrine Board
on Tuesday, a major por-
tion of the 'ice stalagmite'
formed inside the
Amarnath cave shrine has
melted away, two weeks
ahead of Shravan Purnima, falling on
Raksha Bandhan on August 3.

According to official sources sta-
tioned at the Amarnath Cave Shrine,
“major portion of the Shiv lingam (ice
stalagmite) has already melted away, only
one feet remains visible” .

Interestingly, Shri Amarnath Shrine
board authorities are yet to give its final
nod to holding this year's annual pil-
grimage via only Baltal route in the wake
of Covid-19 pandemic. 

Chairman of the Shrine Board, Lt-
Governor GC Murmu is scheduled to
attend the meeting of the board on

Tuesday to take
stock of the pre-
vailing situation
before taking the
final decision on
the yatra.

On several
occasions, Shiv
lingam had melted
away in the past

also ahead of the culmination of yatra.
Earlier, a large rush of pilgrims inside the
cave shrine was attributed as one of the
major reasons behind rise in temperature
near the cave shrine. But this year, even
in the absence of a rush of devotees the
ice stalagmite had melted away. 

A senior officer present in the cave
shrine told The Pioneer, “the surround-
ing hill features remained covered with
snow for a longer duration but this time
the snow had melted away little earlier.
Due to clear sunny days, the day tem-
perature triggered  fast melting away of
shiv lingam”, he added.
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In a tragedy that befell a joint
family at Pimpri near Pune,

three brothers out of the 18
members in the family, all of
whom had tested positive for
Covid-19 early this month,
succumbed to the pandemic in
a span of nine days.

The three deceased broth-
ers – identified as Popatrao
Kalapure (66), Dyneshwar
Kalapure (63) and Diliprao
Kalapure (61) –were under-
going treatment at a private
hospital for the past 15 days.

The Kalapure family
members live together at
Pimpri which is a constituent
of the twin Pimpri-Chinchwad
satellite city near Pune.

Of the family members,
one tested positive on July 5,
after which all members
underwent Covid-19 tests in
which the remaining 17 of
them were diagnosed positive
for Coronavirus.  All of them

were subsequently admitted to
a local private hospital.
+Fifteen of them – who had
mild symptoms of the pan-
demic -- were discharged from
the hospital subsequently.

However the condition of
three brothers – Popatrao,
Dyneshwar and Popatrao
–meanwhile deteriorated.
After their condition deterio-
rated,  they were shifted to the
Intensive Care Unit (ICU) of
the hospital – where Diliprao
died first on July 10, Popatrao
breathed last on July 15 and
Dyneshwar died during treat-
ment on July 17.

Popatrao was a retired
employee of the Pimpri-
Chinwad Municipal
Corporation (PCMC) and also
an employees’ union leader,
while Dnyaneshwar served
with the Hindustan
Antibiotics Ltd. Diliprao had
retired from a pipe manufac-
turing company and both were
professional wrestlers.
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New Delhi: The Supreme
Court on Monday dismissed as
“frivolous” two PILs seeking
preservation of artefacts recov-
ered from the Ram
Janmabhoomi site at Ayodhya.

The top court also
imposed a cost of �1 lakh each
on the two petitioners and
asked them to pay it within one
month.

A bench of Justices Arun
Mishra, B R Gavai and Krishan
Murari said that a five-judge
bench has already given its ver-
dict and this is an attempt
through PIL to overreach the
judgement.

The counsel appearing for
the petitioners said the Ram
Janmabhoomi Trust has also
accepted that there are many
artefacts in the area that need
protection.

The bench sought to know
as to why the petitioners have
come before the Supreme
Court under Article 32 of the
Constitution.

“You should stop filing
such frivolous petition. What
do you mean by this petition?
Are you saying that there is no
rule of law and the five-judge
bench judgement of this court
will not be followed by anyone,”
the bench said, adding that it
intends to dismiss both the
petition.

Solicitor General Tushar
Mehta, appearing for the
Centre, said the court should
also consider imposing costs.

The bench then said that a
cost of �1 lakh each is imposed
on both the petitioners which
should be paid within one
month from Monday. PTI
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In the third instance of its
kind that happened in the

security ring of Chief Minister
Uddhav Thackeray’s house-
hold, two security personnel
attached to Uddhav’s youngest
son Tejas have been quaran-
tined, after they tested positive
for Covid-19.

Tejas, who is the second
and youngest son of Uddhav,
enjoys Y-plus security. Among
the security personnel pro-
tecting him, two had showed
symptoms of Covid-19. 

“After they showed coron-
avirus symptoms, the swab
samples of the two security per-
sonnel were sent for tests and
they tested positive for the
pandemic. They were quaran-
tined immediately afterwards,”
a senior police officer 
said.

Tejas is the younger broth-
er of Aditya Thackeray, who is
Tourism and Environment in
his father Uddhav Thackeray’s
Cabinet in the State. He has so
far not taken a plunge into pol-
itics.

Earlier on May 2, three
police personnel posted outside
Thackerays’ private residence
“Matoshri” at Bandra (East) in
north-west Mumbai  had test-
ed positive for Coronavirus.
They were attached to the local
arms unit of the Mumbai
police.

On April 6, a  tea vendor
operating near chief minister
Uddhav Thackeray’s private
residence “Matoshri”  had test-
ed positive for Covid-19. 
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Jammu: The Union Territory of Jammu & Kashmir
on Monday recorded the highest ever tally of 751
positive cases of coronavirus while 10 more patients
died due to Covid-19 taking the tally of total cases
to 14,650.

For the first time, Jammu division also recorded
more than 200 cases in one single day.  According to
the media bulletin, a total number of 751 cases of coro-
navirus were detected, 240 from Jammu and 511 from
Kashmir division while 10 more deaths due to Covid-
19 were reported taking the total tally to 254.

On the recovery front, a total number of 463
patients were discharged from the different hospitals
taking the tally to 8,274.

In Jammu division, the highest number of 90
cases tested positive in Ramban while Udhampur
recorded 33 cases, Doda 32 cases and Rajouri 23.
In Kashmir valley, Srinagar district recorded 171
cases followed by Pulwama which recorded 111
cases and Shopian reported 62 new cases.

On the other hand, responding to the allega-
tions that a large number of labourers were not being
screened before allowing them entry in Kashmir val-
ley, the government issued a clarification saying  so
far 14,002 samples of labourers arriving at Qazigund
toll post from 14th to 20th of July  2020 for Covid-
19 testing. PNS
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India’s boycott of China’s Belt and
Road Initiative (BRI) on grounds that
the China-Pakistan Economic
Corridor (CPEC) goes through Gilgit-
Baltistan that was part of the kingdom

of Jammu & Kashmir and, hence, belongs
to India, has been viewed by Beijing as threat-
ening the security of the CPEC. Pakistan is
the only country that links Beijing’s mega-
connectivity project by both land and sea and
is critical to Chinese ambitions in West Asia.
It links Xinjiang province with Gwadar port,
close to the Strait of Hormuz, through which
a bulk of the world’s crude oil moves.

Gwadar’s importance has increased in
recent weeks due to its proximity to Iran
where Beijing is cementing a long-term rela-
tionship based on mutual hostility to
Washington. India is a collateral loser due
to bureaucratic inertia that has failed to exe-
cute agreements crafted by the political lead-
ership. It will take great skill (and manage-
ment of US President Donald Trump) to
rejuvenate ties with Tehran.

China is unhappy at public protests in
Gilgit-Baltistan against Islamabad’s mis-
treatment and more recently against the
CPEC. According to an intelligence report
accessed by Paul D Shinkman, national secu-
rity analyst, US News and World Report mag-
azine, New Delhi views the current imbroglio
in Ladakh as evidence of “Beijing’s sweep-
ing imperialist designs.” China covets (large
portions of) Ladakh for easy access to
Pakistan and enhanced stability for the
CPEC; resentful local populations would be
dealt with sternly.

New Delhi believes that Beijing wants
to expel Indian troops from areas it wants
to occupy and eventually link Thang
Chhenmo (wild, big desert) that China calls
Aksai Chin (white stone desert pass) after
intruding into the region in mid-1950s. The
aim is to link Thang Chhenmo (India must
start calling the area by its original Ladakhi
name) with the Shaksgam Valley region, gift-
ed illegally by Pakistan in 1963, and even-
tually join Pakistan. Every move has been
methodically planned.

In April 2013, a Chinese platoon entered
the Daulat Beg Oldi area with the same
objective in mind, though it withdrew a
month later. Occupation of Daulat Beg Oldi
would enable China to link Thang Chhenmo
with Siachen glacier (currently held by India)
and Karakorum Pass, where it has built an
all-weather road. A cursory look at the map
shows that Pangong-Tso and Galwan Valley,
where the current stand-off is taking place,
could enable China to seal the border of the
Union Territory of Ladakh from Thang
Chhenmo side and fully absorb this large ter-
ritory that belongs to India.

This would make it difficult to defend
Ladakh in the event of more serious hostili-
ties. India cannot allow China to entrench
itself along the Thang Chhenmo border. As
this deadly terrain can be visited only in sum-
mer months, China had to build infrastruc-

ture and grab the region before
the arrival of winter in November.
It was a serious lapse on the part
of our foreign policy and nation-
al security mandarins not to
anticipate these moves.

The June 15 killing of 20
Indian Army personnel in hand-
to-hand combat at Patrolling
Point 14 of Galwan, Western
Sector of Ladakh border, was a
bold move by China to entrench
its military in this strategic loca-
tion. But the valiant response
from Col B Santosh Babu and
his men, who took down 35 to
53 Chinese soldiers (casualties
not acknowledged to this day)
before making the supreme sac-
rifice, has strengthened the
national resolve to defend the
borders at any cost, a message
reinforced by Prime Minister
Narendra Modi and Defence
Minister Rajnath Singh during
recent visits to Ladakh. However,
as the stakes are much higher
this time, Beijing’s retreat is
grudging and slow.

The modus operandi at
Doklam in 2017 bears examina-
tion. The People’s Liberation
Army (PLA) was engaged in a
joint military exercise on the
Tibetan plateau to test its com-
bat efficiency when it suddenly
crossed into Indian territory. The
Doklam intrusion was resolved
diplomatically but showed that
Beijing has built all-weather
roads along its borders for swift
military mobilisation.

In hindsight, it appears that
China’s quest for a direct land

route to Pakistan was conceived
and partially executed by
Chairman Mao; President Xi
Jinping is trying to complete this
agenda. The salami-slicing tech-
nique is not ad hoc needling of
India but a grand design of
strategists of the Communist
Party of China. The increased
terrorist infiltration on the west-
ern front clearly enjoys Beijing’s
support. Henceforth, India’s mil-
itary planning should view the
northern frontier as a single enti-
ty. The loss of Tehran must be
acknowledged as a diplomatic
blunder.

In January 2020, China con-
ducted military exercises in
Tibet, showcasing the PLA’s
ability to fight a mountain war,
with the Type 15 light battle
tank, the new 155-MM vehicle-
mounted howitzer, helicopters,
heavy artillery and anti-aircraft
missiles. The increasing number
of military exercises in Tibet
over the past three years has
acclimatised the PLA to high-
altitude conditions and India
cannot afford to be complacent.

Interestingly, the exercises
were held from Lhasa up to the
border — a message to Tibetans
in Tibet and India. One wonders
why does India host a Tibetan
Government-in-exile if it sees
Tibet as part of China? We must
fix our foreign policy goals and
engage Sikyong, Lobsang
Sangay, who desire an indepen-
dent Tibet.

India’s move to augment its
border infrastructure is com-

mendable. However, even after
Maj Gen KS Thimayya modified
and led tanks up the Zoji-la in
1947, India never invested in
light tanks for mountain warfare.
Worse, former Defence Minister
Manohar Parrikar’s suggestion
for a Mountain Strike Corps was
simply struck down.

New Delhi and Washington
believe that Beijing exploited the
Coronavirus pandemic to assert
territorial claims along its bor-
ders, in the South China Sea,
and Hong Kong. The Trump
administration issued retaliato-
ry sanctions against Beijing after
it imposed sanctions on US
lawmakers for passing a legisla-
tion against China for repression
in Hong Kong. US Secretary of
State Mike Pompeo promised
increased support to allies in the
South China Sea.

Observers, however,
expressed surprise at the deter-
mination with which Beijing
moved on so many fronts simul-
taneously, from denting Hong
Kong’s autonomy and trying to
impose its authority on the
archipelago; to upping the ante
against India in Ladakh and
wooing Tehran against India; to
challenging Washington and
reiterating its claims in the
South China Sea vis-à-vis its
South East Asian neighbours
and Taiwan. This could prove a
classic overreach but
Washington should help by
turning neutral on Iran. 

(The author is a senior jour-
nalist. Views are personal)
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Sir — By putting greater faith on
the virtues of martinet gover-
nance, we expected the pandem-
ic travails to end by mid-May and
opened up advance bookings on
trains. Within months, however,
we have touched over a million
cases even as a cavalier US sur-
passes 36 million. Both nations
now wonder what went wrong.
Neither the nonchalance of US
President Donald Trump nor our
own hesitant approach has con-
tributed to this serious predica-
ment as much as our ceding the
onus of national medical care to
private set-ups and the near-
absent centralised health system.
In a pandemic, this seminal skew
in the public health architecture
is proving to be an exponential
disaster. The US, for all its $3 tril-
lion (17 per cent of GDP) spend
on healthcare, has several thou-
sand deaths. With just 1.3 per cent
of the GDP on healthcare, the
poor state of Government hospi-
tals and misplaced accountabili-
ty between States and the Centre,
we can but hope that COVID-19
does not cause excessive damage.

R Narayanan
Navi Mumbai
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Sir — This refers to the editori-
al, “Flood fury in Assam” (July
20). It is astonishing and beyond
comprehension that India still
relies on the use of embankments
to control floods which have

now become outdated.
Embanking rivers has been a con-
troversial technology and has
not been successful as such.
While they suffice during normal
conditions, they do not provide
protection during the largest
events. In Assam itself, floods are
a recurrent feature. And their

severity has only increased with
the increase in the number of
dams and embankments. The
State Government has not learnt
its lessons due to which both
humans and animals are put at
the mercy of god every year.
India’s flood control policy must
go beyond embankments. 

Improving water laws will go
a long way in addressing this
issue. The need of the hour is for
the State Government to show the
willingness to handle the floods
with an open mind.  

Bal Govind
Noida
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Sir — Government-run hospitals
have been providing free treatment
to COVID-19 patients.
Infrastructure and other facilities
remain poor in our country.
Further, the cost of the medicine
and devices as mentioned, varies
from 10 to 90 per cent. State
Governments have put a cap on
the cost of treatment. It is clear that
private hospitals and laboratories
have been charging unreasonable
bills. Governments should take
strict measures to save citizens
from unethical business-minded
medical experts. We must focus on
providing the most effective treat-
ment to the largest number of peo-
ple at an affordable cost.

Richa Garg
Via email
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Before COVID-19 struck the world, “emperor”
Xi Jinping decided that 2020 was the year to
establish the Chinese century. American

think-tanks had predicted in 2019 that the Chinese
GDP was more than the US’ and by 2030 it could
be up to 70 per cent larger. China’s share of global
output would grow to 32 per cent from 20 per cent
currently, as opposed to the US’ share declining from
16 per cent to 10 per cent. In terms of global mar-
ket capitalisation, the Chinese would grow to 25 per
cent from five per cent in 2019, while the US would
fall from 40 per cent to 18 per cent. China’s share
of global exports would rise to 18 per cent from 12
per cent while the US would be static at eight per
cent. The above forecasts were supported by mas-
sive Chinese investments in education in the fields
of mathematics, science, technology and medicine. 

Starting with the 1980s, the Chinese had suc-
cessfully got the world’s manufacturing supply chain
to relocate to their nation and became the “facto-
ry of the world.” From a pure labour arbitrage offer-
ing, they created world-class infrastructure (cities,
roads, ports and airports) to support it. The top 2,500
global corporates had a business presence in
China. This aggressive export-led growth model
allowed the Chinese to radically improve per capi-
ta income and in the process create a massive domes-
tic consumption engine. A 40 per cent domestic sav-
ings rate supported the huge developments that hap-
pened on their eastern seaboard. Till 2012, the
Chinese Government was sitting on foreign
exchange reserves of close to $5 trillion. China now
imported/consumed 45-50 per cent of every com-
modity in the world.

Chinese leaders till 2012 kept a low profile, hid-
ing their strengths while they relentlessly gained
market share from the world. The Chinese acquired
the world’s Intellectual Property Rights by any
means. The Communist Party of China’s (CPC’s)
command and control structure had also silently
expanded its Foreign Ministry with requisite
resources to create a public relations repository in
every major country and to manage the national dis-
course on any prickly subject in its favour. This
three-decade old policy profile started changing with
Xi’s ascension in 2012. 

Chinese strategists now started believing that
the Middle Kingdom deserved to rule the world and
post-2008, global financial institutions were weak-
ened, substantially dysfunctional and lacking lead-
ership. They unleashed a project of achieving com-
plete Chinese dominance in the manpower of every
multilateral agency and United Nations (UN)
body in the world. Chinese students were encour-
aged to study overseas and many persuaded to join
these organisations, and as so many Federal Bureau
of Investigation investigations are now showing,
made instruments of Government policy.

The collapse of the USSR in the 1990s and the
profligacy of the US financial sector in 2008 had left
a leadership vacuum in many areas. Xi moved rapid-
ly to occupy the vacancies. China needed to secure
its supply chain as it neither produced adequate food
for its population, nor was it endowed with man-
ufacturing or energy raw materials. The Chinese
leaders wanted to avoid supply side shocks and cre-
ated strategies to acquire assets surreptitiously. They
moved rapidly to fund every country and project
that the World Bank or the rest of the world would
not find viable. The Chinese wanted to eventually
acquire the underlying asset and default was hence
a preferred option for them. This juggernaut cov-
ered 150 countries and nearly $5 trillion in
loans/investments. Xi had successfully over-invest-
ed the Chinese US Dollar reserves and left his coun-
trymen very vulnerable. They desperately needed

their Dollar engine (Foreign Direct Investment,
Foreign Portfolio Investment and Foreign
Currency Loans) to keep firing quickly to
recoup their position, or fast-track their long-
term vision to get global trade out of the Dollar
and into the RMB.

Unluckily for the Chinese, two things
changed the landscape in 2017. Donald Trump
won the US presidential election and was a wild
card that they read wrongly. Second, the world
economy started topping out and growth
began stalling. The Chinese engine was not
designed to handle economic contraction.
Faultlines in the domestic economy were led by
huge non-performing loans in State-owned
enterprises. Ghost cities started appearing as
demand stalled while real estate started going
belly-up. The country was overbuilt and no
more infrastructure spending was needed.

Trump started the trade war and insisted
that the Chinese reduce trade surpluses. Xi erred
massively in not giving Trump a cheap victo-
ry and riling up the Americans. US strategists
had clearly war-gamed that the days of the USD
hegemony were numbered and if their politi-
cal dominance was to be extended, a war with
China was not an option, the only question was
timing. By a strange coincidence, the two tech-
nology hardware giants, the US and China, were
tangibly dependent on Taiwan for their semi-
conductor underbelly. The US had formed a
joint venture (JV) with the Taiwanese that would
go operational in Arizona in 2023. Till then any
military threat to Taiwan would be an attack on
the US’ technology dominance, an intolerable
thought for them. Democrat Presidents had
soft-pedalled the “One China” policy and the
Chinese had got their way. The Americans had
celebrated access to a large consumption mar-
ket but landed up creating a rival.

The Chinese People’s Liberation Army
(PLA) in manpower terms is the largest stand-
ing armed force on the globe. The PLA and
CPC moved fast to upgrade weapon systems,
stealing blueprints and buying where they could
not. However, the Navy is their Achilles’ heel
and they lack in class aircraft carriers and sub-

marines. This limits China’s ability to protect
its interests spanning 150 countries. A whop-
ping 75 per cent of Chinese oil still moves in
tankers through the Malacca Strait. To reach the
Arabian Sea by land, China invested in a bank-
rupt Pakistan by constructing the China-
Pakistan Economic Corridor (CPEC) which
links Xinjiang to Gwadar Port. It also engaged
east European and European countries to con-
struct the Belt and Road Initiative (BRI) for cre-
ating dedicated freight corridors to 50  cities.
In the process, it has protected trade supply
routes but the oil buy routes lie exposed. The
nightmare for China achieving dominance is
that Indian land illegally occupied by Pakistan
is being used by the CPEC and India re-acquir-
ing Pakistan-occupied Kashmir (PoK) could
render its $66 billion investment useless,
blocking oil supply. The Chinese realised that
economic sanctions against Iran had crippled
the proud country with 15 per cent of the world’s
oil. It needed investments and so China decid-
ed to bust sanctions on Iran imposed by the UN
(which Beijing was a party to imposing, too).
China and Iran signed a 25-year trade and mil-
itary alliance in June 2020. China has bet on the
US exiting Afghanistan in 2020 and by using
the Pakistanis to install a puppet regime in
Afghanistan, it could take a pipeline from Iran
to Xinjiang. In return, the Chinese have to pump
in the equivalent of $400 billion into Iran’s devel-
opment, which they can crank their RMB 
economy to deliver. What will happen to
Pakistan?

In the interim, Xi got the CPC to appoint
him as leader for life and emerged as an emper-
or. The CPC decided that by its 100th anniver-
sary in 2021, it would stamp itself as numero
uno in the world. A few pinpricks remained:
Taiwan and Hong Kong as independent democ-
racies were an eyesore. They had to be acquired
by coercion at the earliest. The South China Sea
(SCS) had a $5 trillion supply chain transiting
the route. China laid claims to territories/islands
of all its neighbours and started constructing
artificial islands as missile bases. Beijing start-
ed bullying and humiliating Australia since 70

per cent of its mining exports were bought by
it. Singularly, none of the Asian countries could
take on China but many could exact a heavy
toll if it came to conflict. The Chinese flirted
with conflict among all their neighbours using
“wearing down” tactics. The success of this gam-
bit hinged on the continuity of their trade with
the US, heavily skewed in their favour. Trump
not getting an early trade war win upped the
ante, imposing a $250 billion annual hit on
China. It perhaps felt that US corporations
would not listen to their Government and con-
tinue business as usual. It floated a trial balloon
by abrogating the agreement with Hong Kong
which would have lapsed in 2047 and suppress-
ing protests with force. Then it ostensibly
manipulated the World Health Organisation
(WHO) and the COVID-19 pandemic was
unleashed upon the world. This hit world
economies and created a very strong anti-China
sentiment. 

It resulted in fast-tracking the opera-
tionalistion of the Quad (US, Japan, Australia
and India alliance) to take on the Chinese. UK,
France and Israel are openly in support of the
Quad while Vietnam, Myanmar, the Philippines,
Indonesia, Taiwan and South Korea have put
their armed forces on alert. In the Chinese camp
are North Korea, Pakistan, Iran and Turkey
while anti-India squeaks may emerge from
Nepal, Bangladesh and Sri Lanka.

With China designated as “world enemy
Number 1”, even Joe Biden has ratcheted up the
anti-China rhetoric, lest Trump steal the thun-
der and a potentially-lost presidential election
through a war with China. The Indian and
Chinese armies are facing off across the 3,400
km border and uneasy peace prevails for now.
The Middle East has stayed quiet but will have
to choose sides as a Shia Iran and a Sunni
Pakistan and Turkey side with the Chinese. It
is an uneasy time for the Saudis and the UAE. 

The Koreans, however, have been quick to
act and Samsung moved a $18 billion annual
capacity out of China to Vietnam. Japan has
incentivised its corporations to exit China. The
US and UK have banned Huawei telecom and

India, too, has banned Chinese telecom equip-
ment and apps. The US is shutting off access
to its capital markets to the Chinese. The can-
cellation of the Hong Kong treaty will kill the
USD supply route to China. The Chinese bal-
ance of payments is negative for the last few
months and they still need to buy food, oil and
commodities. Scams like fake gold collateral
have shaken China’s $5 trillion shadow bank-
ing industry and put a question mark on how
much of its national reserve is gold-plated cop-
per. This has damaged China’s plans of having
a partial gold-backed alternate currency to
replace the dollar.

The world now sits on a powder keg in the
midst of the pandemic. President Trump and
Emperor Xi now have gone too far for either
of them to back down without losing their
crowns. For Trump it’s just an election, but the
world knows what happens to deposed Chinese
dictators. The South Asian countries all want
Tibet to regain its independence after being
annexed by the Chinese in 1950 so that they
can get their freshwater security back.

Meanwhile, the domestic market collapse
will force Xi to take a few more hasty decisions.
China’s banking regulator has advised its
banks to be prepared for sharp rises in bad loans
once the Corona moratorium period is over.
Three Chinese banks have collapsed in the last
three years and 15 per cent of the financial sec-
tor is supposedly past a high risk stage. Tax rev-
enues have grown under five per cent and bud-
get deficits exceed 11 per cent. The season of
discontent for 1.4 billion Chinese has arrived.
China created the BRI to use the surplus capac-
ity in its construction materials and equipment
sector and keep Chinese labour occupied.
Experts estimate that this project needs anoth-
er $5 trillion over the next five years. The money
given to 150 countries cannot be recalled.
China’s $10 trillion foreign debt is realistically
supported by $2 trillion of reserves. With the
balance of trade going negative, Chinese sup-
porters are nervous. If China’s trading partners
do not agree to settlements denominated in the
RMB, a run on the currency is highly possible.

Meanwhile, Xi is attacking China’s neigh-
bours to distract the world’s attention from the
pandemic. Now India must return the favour.
The Coronavirus offers a tremendous long-term
strategic advantage for policy makers to deal
with the Chinese threat of dominance perma-
nently. 

New Delhi must immediately recognise
Tibet and Taiwan as sovereign countries and
allow them to run official embassies in India
and vice versa. Many countries will follow suit
and shake up Chinese hegemony globally.
Second, India must supply subsidised arms and
military technology to Vietnam and the
Philippines to create multiple fronts for China
and the PLA, just like Beijing is arming
Pakistan. Third, India should take a lead in the
Indo-Pacific command with the US, Japan and
Australia to choke the Chinese trade route. It
will hurt China and its ambition to be a glob-
al economic leader. Lastly, we must restrict
import of non-essential Chinese goods by
imposing tariffs and focus our attention on
building a formidable self-reliant economy with
a target of $10 trillion by 2030 to face a hostile
Beijing. 

China should be treated as a permanent
adversary even when the times are good. India
and the world must escalate the information
warfare to expose the draconian CPC and its
oppressive regime working against the interest
of native Chinese. Xi’s dilemma is what to tell
the domestic audience. In the age of the inter-
net, you can censor but not hide news. Do the
Chinese need to beat the war drums in order
to transfer the blame for their miscalculations?
The world scenario is evolving every week and
2020 threatens to be a very long year indeed. 

(Tewari is Editor-in-Chief, Opinion Express
and Singh is Managing Partner, S&S Associates)
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The banking sector, a bulwark
against the breakdown of other
industries, is left to nibble away

the remnants in the wake of the virus-
induced global economic slowdown.
Banks wrote off over �80,000 crore of
loans in the first half of the financial year
2020. But major Indian banks have
demonstrated resilience through unin-
terrupted services, offering EMI mora-
toriums or fee waivers to borrowers.
Unfortunately, historic trends allude to
a grim scenario where financial insti-
tutions (FIs) were resigned to overlook
defaults, thereby leading to grave prof-
itability concerns and credit risks asso-
ciated with them in the wake of the pan-

demic. As the sector is left scrambling
for money, more financial institutions
are embracing technology to achieve
their objective of survival, growth,
expansion or otherwise. 

Personalised banking: Tech giants
like Amazon, Facebook and Google
have spurred a desire for more cus-
tomised interactions and fostered a will-
ingness to trade data for a better expe-
rience. As a result, the concept of “per-
sonalised banking” becomes more
important now. Targeting customer
micro-segments and tailoring offers for
them will enable banks to differentiate
themselves, build customer engagement
and gain competitive advantage.

The first step would be to identify
what personalisation is. Thereafter,
banks and FIs can leverage on the large
repository of customer data, customer
touch-points and digital platforms to
deliver meaningful and powerful per-
sonalised experiences. To be sure, per-
sonalised banking is not primarily
about selling. It’s about providing ser-
vice, information and advice, often on

a daily basis or even several times a day.
Such interactions, as opposed to infre-
quent sales communications, form the
crux of the customer’s banking experi-
ence. Yet many banks still tend to focus
their personalisation efforts on the
sales arena.

Today, machine learning and data
analytics can be harnessed to deliver an
omni-channel digital experience to
customers. For banks and FIs with a
wealth of data available, hyper-person-
alisation represents a window of oppor-
tunity to stay ahead of the curve with
a value proposition that makes cus-
tomers feel understood. It also promis-
es significant gains, with Boston
Consulting Group estimating that suc-
cessful personalisation at scale could
represent an increase of 10 per cent in
a bank’s annual revenue.

The biggest takeaway for a bank is
staying ahead of the curve as you get to
know your customer better and lever-
age those insights and trends to create
tailored digital experiences that boost
revenues. On the other hand, as cus-

tomers expect a basic level of customi-
sation, hyper-personalised experiences
in personal finance can lead to ampli-
fied satisfaction and engagement, fraud-
prevention, better decision-making
coupled with a sense of humanised
understanding from their bank. This
humanised understanding by banks can
be demonstrated in many ways. 

Behavioural personalisation: This
attempts to determine the visitors’
interest based on their actions, which
include visit count, search phrase, con-
tent viewed, functions performed and
referrers’ websites. 

IP-based personalisation: This
can gain information about the anony-
mous visitor from the IP address and
DNS record. This type of personalisa-
tion makes use of geo-location tracking
and company attributes to customise the
experience. 

Online banking, CRM and loan or
deposit applications: These use data
from other banking platforms to drive
personalisation. While it may seem
complex, implementation is often eas-

ier than perceived. However, customi-
sation leads us to a larger question of
whether technological advancement
and privacy can be allies?   

At present, the Information
Technology Act, 2000 and Information
Technology Rules, 2011 govern India’s
data protection regime. However, they
fail to protect individual interest. Geo-
location tracking, biometric data and
facial recognition apps could invariably
violate the right to privacy, but there is
no legal framework that regulates or
enables the use of such technologies
without violating the Fundamental
Right to Privacy. Even the Personal Data
Protection Bill, 2019, likely to be
approved soon, fails to take into account
all stakeholders involved in data breach-
es. For instance, the Bill imposes heavy
fines for violations but exempts the “con-
sent” requirement in certain circum-
stances, where data is required by the
State, for legal proceedings, or to
respond to a medical emergency. These
regulatory changes are necessary con-
sidering India’s growing digital footprint

in the world. Personalisation is without
a doubt a promising area that might be
able to answer some of the questions
that internet banking must deal with
today and in future. The possibilities of
personalisation are not yet fully utilised,
nor is there sufficient hands-on expe-
rience or research-based knowledge
about the most advanced ideas of how
to personalise internet banking services.
The importance of hitting the right tar-
get in both selecting the things to be per-
sonalised and the way of presenting
them visually are delicate matters. If not
done right, they might compromise the
most important customer values: Speed,
efficiency and trust. Thus as the impact
of the contagion  relies upon the grav-
ity, degree and dissemination of the cat-
aclysm, which remains uncertain even
today, the banks must leverage person-
alised online banking to boost revenues
in a cash-strapped economy and pos-
sibly help the banking sector rise from
the ashes.

(The writer is Managing Partner, KS
Legal and Associates)
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Kathmandu: Nepal's ruling
communist party executive
chairman Pushpa Kamal Dahal
'Prachanda' on Monday said
efforts were going on to resolve
the intra-party differences and
ruled out an early general con-
vention of the party as proposed
by embattled Prime Minister K
P Sharma Oli.

The former prime minister
made the remarks during his
meeting with the Standing
Committee members repre-
senting the former Maoist party.
As many as 15 members from
the 45-member powerful
Standing Committee of the
Nepal Communist Party (NCP)
attended the meeting, the
Kathmandu Post reported.

The meeting came on the
eve of the conclave of the
Standing Committee, which
has been deferred seven times
since June 24.

On Saturday, 68-year-old
Oli proposed to convene an
early general convention of the
party in order to resolve the
intra-party rift.

"Going for the general con-
vention is not a bad idea but
without proper preparations, it
is not possible as various issues
including the party ideology
also need to be sorted out,"
Matrika Yadav, a Standing
Committee member, quoted
Prachanda as saying at the
meeting. Prachanda's remarks
came amid reports that he had
reached an understanding with
Prime Minister Oli on holding
the general convention by
November/December and that
Oli would back him as the
party chair.

The Prachanda-led faction,
backed by senior leaders
Madhav Kumar Nepal and
Jhalanath Khanal, until a few

weeks ago had piled pressure on
Oli to step down both as party
chair and prime minister.

The Madhav Nepal group
on Sunday sought clarification
from Prachanda if he had
reached a deal with Oli on an
early general convention and if
he indeed had, why he did so
without consulting his allies, the
paper said. 

During Monday's meeting,
Prachanda briefed his colleagues
about the talks he had held with
his co-chair, Prime Minister
Oli and the secretariat of the
chairmen-duo, the leaders of the
former Maoist party said.

Citing sources, the Rising
Nepal daily said that Home
Minister Ram Bahadur Thapa
‘Badal' and Minister for
Industry, Commerce and
Supplies Lekh Raj Bhatta were
not present during the meeting
held by Prachanda. PTI 

��	� 490%�890%

Pro-democracy activist
Joshua Wong filed candi-

dacy papers on Monday for
upcoming legislative elections
in Hong Kong, where the new
national security law could
prevent opposition candidates
from taking seats.

Wong was one of the top
candidates emerging from
unofficial primaries held by the
pro-democracy camp as it aims
to win a majority of seats in the
70-seat legislature in the
September elections.

“We hope to let the world
to know how we choose not to
surrender, how we choose not
to kowtow to China,” Wong
told reporters.

Critics of the national secu-
rity law Beijing imposed on the

semi-autonomous territory on
June 30 fear it may be used to
thwart pro-democracy candi-
dates.

The sweeping law bans
secessionist, subversive and
terrorist acts, as well as banning
colluding with foreign forces to
intervene in the city's affairs. 
The law also states that anyone
convicted of endangering
national security will be dis-
qualified from running in city
elections or holding public
office.

The 23-year-old Wong has
been imprisoned twice for par-
ticipating in 2014 pro-democ-
racy protests. He also regular-
ly speaks out against Beijing's
tightening control over the city
and often meets with lawmak-
ers and politicians from the
U.S. And other countries.

Washington: US President
Donald Trump faces an uphill
task in his reelection bid in
November with his approval
rating hitting a record low and
Democratic nominee Joe Biden
taking a double-digit lead in
key indicators, according to a
survey conducted by the
Washington Post and ABC
News.

The opinion poll, con-
ducted July 12 to 15, shows
how the coronavirus outbreak
has adversely affected Trump's
prospects.

Now, the president's hopes
of winning are pinned on his
enthusiastic core base of sup-
porters and showing the elec-
torate that the pandemic is
being dealt with effectively,
The Washington Post said in its
report on the ABC News-Post
poll.

Among registered voters,
Biden, 77, leads Trump, 
74, 55 per cent to 40 per cent.
In the same category, Biden 
led Trump by just two points 
in March and by 10 points 
in May.

The survey found that tra-
ditional Republican and
Democratic voters are treating
the November polls as a refer-
endum on Trump and not on
whether Biden is a more suit-
able candidate, the report said.

Seventy-two per cent of
Trump voters say reelecting the
president is important, while 62
per cent of Biden voters say
defeating Trump is the goal.

The Washington Post-ABC
News poll was conducted by
phone among a random
American citizens sample of
1,006 adults. Results may have
error margin of plus/minus
3.5 percentage points.

The survey said 54 per
cent of Americans believe
Biden would handle COVID-
19 outbreak better than Trump.
Only 34 per cent felt Trump
was doing well tackling the
pandemic.

In handling of the econo-
my, Biden has made giant
strides and is nearly on par with
Trump in the opinion poll, the
ABC News reported.

Biden edges out Trump by

9 points in crime and safety,
which has been a major topic
in the US after hundreds of
anti-racism protests in the last
two months.

On race relations, Biden
has a lead of 25 points over his
Republican rival (58-33 per
cent). Trump's job approval rat-
ing has plummeted in the last
two months, standing at 39 per
cent positive and 57 per cent
negative.

Notably, 48 per cent of the
surveyed 'strongly disapprove'
Trump's way of doing his job,
according to the Washington
Post's article.

However, the president has
managed to hold a positive
view on his handling of the
economy with 50 per cent of
the surveyed saying they are
happy with the US economy's
performance and 47 per cent
disapproving.

Biden is perceived to have
a better personality and tem-
perament to serve as president,
holding 26 points advantage
over Trump, the Washington
Post reported. PTI

Dubai: Emiratis brimmed with
joy and pride as the UAE made
history on Monday by success-
fully launching its spacecraft "Al
Amal" towards Mars from a
Japanese launch centre, mark-
ing the Arab world's first inter-
planetary mission.

Al Amal, or Hope Probe,
weighing 1.3 tonnes was
launched from the H-2A rock-
et from Japan's remote
Tanegashima spaceport at 1.58
am local time. 

The ground control room
in Dubai erupted with joy after
the successful lift off.

Hundreds of scientists,
space enthusiasts and the UAE's
leadership cheered as the upper
stage containing the probe sep-
arated from the launch rocket,
the protective shields and its
solar panels were deployed with
clockwork precision.

The solar panels will charge
the batteries of the spacecraft
for its 495,000,000 kms journey

to Mars.
Within a couple of hours, it

was confirmed that the ground
segment at Mohammed bin
Rashid Space Centre in Dubai
has received and communicat-
ed the first signals with the
Hope Probe.

UAE president Sheikh
Khalifa has praised the talent-
ed team who had mastermind-
ed the landmark Mars mission.

"With pleasure and great
pride, we have followed up on
the announcement of the suc-
cessful launch of the Hope
Probe, the idea of which was
conceived and developed inside
our national research and polit-
ical institutions," he said.

Sheikh Mohamed bin
Zayed, Crown Prince of Abu
Dhabi and Deputy Supreme
Commander of the UAE
Armed Forces, said the nation
watched the successful launch
of the Hope probe with "pride
and joy." PTI 

London: Britain's government
suspended its extradition
arrangements with Hong Kong
on Monday, after China
imposed a tough new nation-
al security law.

As tensions grow with
Beijing, Foreign Secretary
Dominic Raab said he had
concerns about the new law
and about alleged human rights
abuses in China in particular-
ly in regard to the treatment of
the Uighur minority. An arms
embargo on China will be
extended to Hong Kong, he
said.

“We will protect our vital
interests,'' Raab said. “We will
stand up for our values and we
will hold to China to its inter-

national obligations.'' 
Raab followed the example

of the United States, Australia
and Canada by suspending
extradition arrangements with
the territory.

The review of the extradi-
tion measures comes only days
after Britain backtracked on
plans to give Chinese telecom-
munications company Huawei
a role in the UK's new high-

speed mobile phone network
amid security concerns fueled
by rising tensions between
Beijing and Western powers.

Johnson's government has
already criticised China's deci-
sion to impose a sweeping
new national security law on
Hong Kong. 

The UK has accused the
Beijing government of a serious
breach of the Sino-British Joint
Declaration under which the
UK returned control of Hong
Kong to China in 1997, and
announced it would open a
special route to citizenship for
up to 3 million eligible resi-
dents of the community.

Beijing has objected to the
move. China's ambassador to

Britain, Liu Xiaoming, recent-
ly described the offer as “gross
interference” in Chinese affairs.

Liu told the BBC's Andrew
Marr on Sunday that Britain
was “dancing to the tune” of the
U.S. And rejected the allega-
tions of human rights abuses
against the mainly-Muslim
Uighur people.

He accused Western coun-
tries of trying to foment trou-
ble with China.

“People say China (is)
becoming very aggressive.
That's totally wrong," he told
the BBC “China has not
changed. It's Western countries,
headed by United States — they
started this so-called new Cold
War on China." AP
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Tokyo: Japan has protested to
Beijing over a Chinese survey
ship that operated for 10 days
inside the exclusive economic
zone claimed by Japan around
Okinotorishima, a tiny island
in the Pacific Ocean, officials
said Monday.

Japan says Okinotorishima
— two uninhabited rocky out-
croppings about 1,700 kilome-
ters (1,060 miles) southwest of
Tokyo — are islands. China

says they are only rocks and do
not qualify as a demarcation
point for Japan's exclusive eco-
nomic zone, as Japan claims
under international law.

Chief Cabinet Secretary
Yoshihide Suga told reporters
that coast guard officials spot-
ted a Chinese ship using survey
equipment in the waters begin-
ning July 9 and ordered it to
stop. The Chinese ship stayed
in the area until Saturday and

Japan protested to Beijing via
diplomatic channels, Suga said.

“We have not given per-
mission to the Chinese side to
conduct a maritime scientific
survey in the waters,” Suga said. 

Japan says Okinotorishima
anchors the country's EEZ
under the United Nations
Convention of the Law of the
Sea, which requires foreign
ships to gain prior consent to
operate surveys or fishing. AP
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London: A coronavirus vaccine
developed by the University of
Oxford appears safe and induces
a strong immune response with-
in the body, scientists
announced on Monday after the
first phase of "promising" human
trials against the deadly disease
that has infected over 1.45 crore
people and claimed more than
six lakh lives across the world.

Doses of the vaccine were
given to 1,077 healthy adults
aged between 18 and 55 in five
UK hospitals in April and May
as part of the phase one clini-
cal trial and results, published
in the ‘Lancet' medical journal. 

The results show they
induced strong antibody and
T-cell immune responses for up
to 56 days after they were
given. T-cells are crucial for
maintaining protection against
the virus for years.

The findings are seen as
promising, but experts feel it is
too soon to know if this is
enough to offer protection as
larger trials get underway.

"There is still much work to
be done before we can confirm
if our vaccine will help manage
the Covid-19 pandemic, but
these early results hold
promise,” said Professor Sarah
Gilbert, co-author of the study.

"As well as continuing to

test our vaccine in phase 3 tri-
als, we need to learn more
about the virus – for example,
we still do not know how strong
an immune response we need to
provoke to effectively protect
against SARS-CoV-2 infection.
If our vaccine is effective, it is a
promising option as these types
of vaccine can be manufactured
at large scale," she said.

Scientists behind the trials
found the response could be
even greater after a second dose.

“The Phase I/II data for our
coronavirus vaccine shows that
the vaccine did not lead to any
unexpected reactions and had
a similar safety profile to pre-
vious vaccines of this type. 

"The immune responses
observed following vaccina-
tion are in line with what pre-
vious animal studies have
shown are associated with pro-
tection against the SARS-CoV-
2 virus, although we must con-
tinue with our rigorous clinical
trial programme to confirm
this in humans,” said Professor
Andrew Pollard, Chief investi-
gator of the Oxford Vaccine
Trial at Oxford University and
co-author of the study.

“We saw the strongest
immune response in the 10
participants who received two
doses of the vaccine, indicating

that this might be a good strat-
egy for vaccination,” he said.

Since emerging in the cen-
tral Chinese city of Wuhan last
year, the virus has has killed
over 606,000 people and infect-
ed more than 14,538,000 peo-
ple worldwide. In India, the
virus has caused 27,497 deaths
and infected over 11 lakh peo-
ple, according to latest official
figures. UK Business Secretary
Alok Sharma said: “Today's
results are extremely encour-
aging, taking us one step clos-
er to finding a successful vac-
cine to protect millions in the
UK and across the world.

“Backed by GBP 84 million
government investment for the
vaccine's development and
manufacture, the agility and
speed with which the University
of Oxford have been working is
outstanding. I am very proud of
what they have achieved so far,”
the Indian-origin minister said.

The University of Oxford is
working with the UK-based
global biopharmaceutical com-
pany AstraZeneca for the fur-
ther development, large-scale
manufacture and potential dis-
tribution of the Covid-19 vac-
cine, with plans for clinical
development and production of
the Oxford vaccine progressing
globally. PTI
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Hong Kong: China launched
its military build-up in the
mid-1990s with a top priority:
keep the United States at bay in
any conflict by making the
waters off the Chinese coast a
death trap. Now, China's
People's Liberation Army
(PLA) is preparing to challenge
American power further afield.

China's shipyards have
launched the PLA Navy's first
two Type 075 amphibious
assault ships, which will form the
spearhead of an expeditionary
force to play a role similar to that
of the US Marine Corps. And

like the Marines, the new force
will be self-contained - able to
deploy solo with all its support-
ing weapons to fight in distant
conflicts or demonstrate
Chinese military power.

The 40,000-tonne Type 075
ships are a kind of small aircraft
carrier with accommodation
for up to 900 troops and space
for heavy equipment and land-
ing craft, according to Western
military experts who have stud-
ied satellite images and pho-
tographs of the new vessels. 

They will carry up to 30
helicopters at first; later they

could carry fighter jets, if China
can build short take off and
vertical landing aircraft like the
US F-35B.

The first Type 075 was
launched last September and
the second in April, according
to reports in China's official
military media. A third is
under construction, accord-
ing to the May edition of a
Congressional Research Service
report. Eventually, the PLA
Navy could have seven or more
of these ships, according to
reports in China's official mil-
itary press. AFP
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Kabul: A suicide truck bomber
struck an army convoy in east-
ern Afghanistan on Monday,
killing at least eight Afghan sol-
diers, the Defense Ministry
said.

Another nine troops were
wounded in the attack in
Maidan Wardak province. No
one immediately claimed

responsibility for the attack, but
the Taliban and a local Islamic
State affiliate routinely target
Afghan security forces.

The Taliban have stepped
up attacks across Afghanistan
despite signing a peace deal
with the US in February. That
agreement was intended to
pave the way for talks between

the insurgents and the Afghan
government leading to an end
to decades of war. Those talks
were supposed to begin this
month, but the process has
stalled over the implementation
of a prisoner release. 

The peace deal called for
the Afghan government to free
5,000 Taliban prisoners in
exchange for the Taliban
releasing 1,000 captive gov-
ernment personnel. So far, the
government has freed more
than 4,200 and the Taliban
have freed around 800. AP 
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New Delhi:Ravi P Singh,
Former CMD and Director
(Personnel), Power Grid
Corporation of India Limited
(POWERGRID), has been
appointed as CEO, Power
Sector Skill Council. 
He is a Mechanical Engineer
from NIT, Allahabad in First
Class with Honors and Post
Graduate Diploma in HR from
AIMA, New Delhi. Shri Singh
has over 35 years of work
experience in the power sector
handling various multi-disci-
plinary functions like HR,
Telecom, Contracts, Materials,
Planning, Monitoring and
Transmission System
Construction/O&M. 
Before joining POWERGRID
in 1991, Shri Singh had worked
in NTPC for 10 years in vari-
ous Technical departments.
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The new rules for electron-
ic retailers, including

mandatory display of ‘country
of origin’ on their products, will
come into force by the end of
this week, Union Minister Ram
Vilas Paswan said on Monday
and emphasised that the enti-
ties will face penal action for
any non-compliance.

The ‘Consumer Protection
(E-Commerce) Rules, 2020’
will be applicable to all elec-
tronic retailers (e-tailers) reg-
istered in India or abroad but
offering goods and services to
Indian consumers, he said.

“Most rules framed under
the Consumer Protection Act
2019 have come into force
from today (Monday).
However, e-commerce rules
will get notified by the end of
this week, while rules on direct
selling will take some more
time,” the Consumer Affairs
Minister told reporters in a vir-
tual press conference.

The e-commerce rules are
“mandatory in nature” and
violation of these will attract
penalties as decided by the con-
sumer protection authority and

consumer courts as provided
under the Act, he said.

Consumer Affairs
Secretary Leena Nandan said
the rules have been finalised
after taking inputs from the
Department for Promotion of
Industry and Internal Trade
(DPIIT), under the aegis of the
Commerce Ministry, so that
they do not contravene with the
overall e-commerce policy.

As per the rules, the e-
commerce players will have to
display the total ‘price’ of goods
and services offered for sale
along with break-up of other
charges.

They are also required to
mention the ‘expiry date’ of
goods offered for sale and the
‘country of origin’ of goods and
services that are necessary for
enabling the consumer to make
an informed decision at the
pre-purchase stage.

E-tailers have to display
details about return, refund,
exchange, warranty and guar-
antee, delivery and shipment,
modes of payment, and griev-
ance redressal mechanism, and
any other similar information
that may be required by con-
sumers to make informed deci-

sions. Sellers offering goods
and services through a mar-
ketplace e-commerce entity
will have to provide the above
details to the e-commerce enti-
ty to be displayed on its plat-
form or website.

Under the rules, e-tailers
should not impose “cancella-
tion charges” on consumers
cancelling after confirming
purchase, unless similar
charges are also borne by the e-
commerce entity if it cancels
the purchase order unilateral-
ly for any reason.

They are also not allowed
to “manipulate the price” of the
goods and services offered on
their platforms to gain unrea-
sonable profit and discriminate

between consumers of the
same class or make any arbi-
trary classification of con-
sumers affecting their rights
under the Act.

Further, e-tailers will have
to provide information on
available payment methods,
the security of those payment
methods, any fees or charges
payable by users, the procedure
to cancel regular payments
under those methods, charge-
back options, if any, and the
contact information of the rel-
evant payment service provider.

That apart, e-tailers are
required to display promi-
nently to its users details about
the ‘sellers’ offering goods and
services, including the name of
their business, whether regis-
tered or not, their geographic
address, customer care number,
any rating or other aggregated
feedback about such seller, and
any other information neces-
sary for enabling consumers to
make informed decisions at the
pre-purchase stage.

They are also
required to provide a ticket
number for each complaint
lodged, through which the
consumer can track the status

of the complaint.
However, the rules will not

permit any inventory e-com-
merce entity, including single-
brand retailers and multi-chan-
nel single-brand retailers, to
“falsely represent itself as a con-
sumer and post reviews about
goods and services or misrep-
resent the quality or the fea-
tures of any goods and ser-
vices”.

The inventory e-com-
merce entities will also have to
ensure that the advertisements
for marketing of goods and ser-
vices are consistent with the
actual characteristics, access
and usage conditions of such
goods or services.

Under the rules, no inven-
tory e-commerce entity will be
allowed to refuse to take back
goods, or withdraw or discon-
tinue services purchased or
agreed to be purchased, or
refuse to refund considera-
tion, if paid, if such goods or
services are defective, deficient
spurious, or if the goods or ser-
vices are not of the features as
advertised or as agreed to, or if
such goods or services are
delivered late from the stated
delivery sxsschedule. 
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Markets regulator Sebi on
Monday released frame-

work to enable verification of
upfront collection of margins
from clients in cash and deriv-
atives segments.

The new framework will
come into effect from
December 1, 2020, the
Securities and Exchange Board
of India (Sebi) said in a circu-
lar.

The regulator has reiterat-
ed that the applicable upfront
margins will be collected from
the clients in advance of the
trade.

Sebi said clearing corpo-
rations will send minimum
four snapshots of client wise
margin requirement to trading
member (TM) or clearing
member (CM) for them to
know the intra-day margin
requirement per client in each
segment.

It further said number of
times snapshots need to be sent
in a day may be decided by the
respective clearing corpora-
tion depending on market tim-

ings subject to a minimum of
four snapshots in a day. 

The snapshots would be
randomly taken in pre-defined
time windows.

For commodity derivatives
segment, Sebi said last snapshot
for commodity derivatives will
be generated at 5 PM.

The client wise margin file
provided by the clearing cor-
porations to trading or clearing
member will contain the end of
the day   margin requirements
of the client as well as the peak
margin requirement of the
client, across each of the intra-
day snapshots. 

The member will have to
report the margin collected
from each client, as at  EOD
and peak margin collected dur-
ing the day, in a manner pre-
scribed by the regulator.

EOD margin obligation of
the client will  be compared
with the respective client mar-
gin available with the TM/CM
at EOD and peak margin oblig-
ation of the client, across the
snapshots, will be compared
with respective client peak
margin available with the

TM/CM during the day.
With regard to penalty,

Sebi said higher of the shortfall
in collection of the margin
obligations at the two pre-
scribed manner will be con-
sidered for levying of fine.

The verification of avail-
ability of margins with TM/
CM will be done by exchanges
or clearing corporations on a
weekly basis by verification of
the balances in the books or of
the TM/ CM in respect of the
client.

Sebi said peak margin
obligation of client across snap-
shots will be adopted in a
phased manner.

For three months from the
date of implementation, Sebi
said 25 per cent of peak mar-
gin obligation of the client
across the snapshots will be
compared with  respective
client peak margin available
with the TM/CM during the
day. 

This will be 50 per cent for
subsequent three months and
thereafter75 per cent for sub-
sequent three months and
finally 100 per cent.
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The Indian equity indices
surged on Monday with the

Nifty50 on the National Stock
Exchange reclaiming the
11,000-mark.

The BSE Sensex settled
nearly 400 points higher.
Healthy buying was witnessed
in finance, banking and con-
sumer durables stocks.

The indices were support-
ed by an inflow of foreign
portfolio investments. Net FPI
inflow on Monday stood at Rs
1,709.97 crore. Domestic insti-
tutional investors however took
to selling during the session
and stocks worth net value of
Rs 1,521.99 crore were sold.

Rahul Sharma, Market
Strategist and Research Head,

Equity99 Advisors said: “We
believe strong liquidity and
rising participation of retail
investors is driving the market.
Of late, retail investors have
preferred to invest directly in
stocks rather than the mutual
fund route.”

He said that ahead of July
2020 derivative series expiry,

the market may remain volatile
as short-sellers will look to
cover up open positions.

Deepak Jasani, Head of
Retail Research at HDFC
Securities, said that further
upsides are likely in Nifty once
the immediate resistance of
11,038 is reached and 10,953
would be a crucial support.

On Monday, the Nifty50
closed at 11,022.20, higher by
120.50 points or 1.11 per cent
from the previous close of
10,901.70 points.

The Sensex closed at
37,418.99, higher by 398.85
points or 1.08 per cent from the
previous close of 37,020.14.

It had opened at 37,409.03
and touched an intra-day high
of 37,478.87 and a low of
37,185.78 points.
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Retail inflation for farm and
rural workers in June eased

to 7.16 per cent and 7 per cent,
respectively, as compared to
May this year, a labour ministry
statement said on Monday.

“Point to point rate of
inflation based on the CPI-AL
(Consumer Price Index-
Agricultural Labourers and
CPI-RL (Consumer Price
Index for rural labourers)
decreased to 7.16 per cent and
7.00 per cent in June 2020 from
8.40 per cent and 8.12 per cent,
respectively in May 2020,” the
ministry said. According to
the statement, inflation based
on food index of CPI-AL and
CPI-RL stood at (+) 8.57 per
cent and (+) 8.41 per cent,
respectively, in June 2020.

The All-India CPI-AL and

CPI-RL (Base: 1986-87=100)
for June 2020 decreased by 1
point each to stand at 1,018 and
1,024 points, respectively, com-
pared to 1,019 and 1,025 in
May this year.The major con-
tribution towards the fall in the
general index of agricultural
labourers and rural labourers
came from food, with (-) 1.82
points and (-) 1.58 points,
respectively, mainly due to fall
in prices of rice, arhar dal,
masur dal, ground nut oil,
meat goat, poultry, vegetables
and fruits, among others.

Labour Minister Santosh
Gangwar said, “The softening
of inflation is mainly due to free
supply of food grains under PM
Garib Kalyan Ann Yojana
(PMGKAY). This has benefit-
ted a large number of house-
holds under Targeted Public
Distribution System (TPDS)

including agricultural and rural
labourers thereby putting less
burden on their daily bud-
getary requirement”.

The CPI-AL and CPI-RL
are brought out by Labour
Bureau - a wing of labour
Ministry. Director-General
Labour Bureau D S Negi said
the easing of inflation reflects
the efforts done by the central
and state governments along
with civil societies to ensure
supplies of essentials during
these testing times amid Covid-
19 outbreak.According to the
data, the rise/fall in index var-
ied from state to state. In case
of agricultural labourers, it
recorded an increase of 1 to 7
points in 9 states and a decrease
of 1 to 19 points in 9 other
states, while it remained sta-
tionary in 2 states - Manipur
and Rajasthan.
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The Covid-19-induced eco-
nomic turbulence has led

airline major IndiGo to decide
to lay off 10 per cent of its
workforce.

According to Ronojoy
Dutta, CEO, IndiGo, the com-
pany, after carefully assessing
and reviewing all possible sce-
narios, will require to bid “a
painful adieu” to 10 per cent of
its around 27,000-strong work-
force.”It is for the first time in
the history of IndiGo that we
have undertaken such a painful
measure. This is indeed a very
unfortunate turn of events
from the optimistic growth

trajectory we had carved out
for ourselves just six months
ago; but this pandemic has
forced us to re-evaluate our best
laid plans.

“To help the impacted
employees’ tide over the uncer-
tainties emanating from this
decision, IndiGo has created a
‘6E Care package’.”

Dutta said the current pan-
demic has impacted many
industries around the world,
amongst which aviation has
been one of the sectors that has
been impacted the hardest.

“Even now, IndiGo is flying
only a small percentage of its
full fleet of 250 airplanes,” he
said.
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The economic turbulence
due to Covid-19 is expect-

ed to push India’s debt-to-
GDP ratio higher, according to
a SBI Ecowrap report on
Monday. Together with the
declining GDP growth, debt-
to-GDP ratio has been adverse-
ly affected in all countries.

“India’s debt-to-GDP ratio
has increased gradually from
Rs 58.8 lakh crore (67.4 per
cent of GDP) in FY12 to Rs
146.9 lakh crore (72.2 per cent
of GDP) in FY20,” it said.
Higher borrowing this fiscal
was likely to increase the gross
debt to around Rs 170 lakh
crore (87.6 per cent of GDP),
it added.

According to the report,
external debt is estimated to
increase to Rs 6.8 lakh crore
(3.5 per cent of GDP) in the
expected gross debt for FY21.

“Of the remaining domes-
tic debt, component of state’s
debt is expected at 27 per cent
of GDP. Interestingly, the GDP
collapse is pushing up the
debt-to-GDP ratio by at least 4
per cent, implying that growth
rather than continued fiscal
conservatism is the only

mantra to get us back on track,”
it said.

“We reiterate the current
thinking of rating downgrade
in policy circles is a false neg-
ative as India’s rating is likely to
face a litmus test of downgrade
in FY21, depending on what we
have done to bring growth
back to track,” the SBI Ecowrap
report said.

This higher debt amount
will also lead to shifting of the
FRBM target of combined debt
to 60 per cent of GDP by
FY23 by 7 years with the tar-
get now seem achievable in
FY30 only.

“The moot point is the sus-
tainability of the debt. The
current foreign exchange
reserves are sufficient to meet
any external debt obligations.
On the internal debt, since
most debt is domestically
owned, its servicing is not an
issue,” it said.

“In the current situation,
our nominal GDP growth is
likely to contract significantly
and based on this our interest-
growth differential will turn
positive in FY21, thus raising
serious questions on debt sus-
tainability,” the SBI Ecowrap
report said.

Noida: The Residential Plots
Scheme 2020 (11) has been
published on 20.07.2020 in
various national newspapers by
the Noida Authority for allo-
cation of residential plots.
Under this scheme, 50% of the
plots will be allocated for gen-
eral category and 50% for
reserved category. Allotment of
plots will be done through e-
auction. A total of 84 plots have
been included in the said
scheme, the selection of plots
for reserved category from the
available plots under this
scheme by manual draw by a
committee constituted under
the chairmanship of Additional
Chief Executive Officer-P,
Noida on 24.07.2020 at 11.00
AM From this, Indira Gandhi
Art Centre will be held in
Sector 6 Noida in front of
public. 
The general is informed that
the interested person can
appear in the said draw at the
specified date, time and place.
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Worldwide cybersecurity
spending is estimated

between 2.5-5.6 per cent in
2020 as threats and vulnera-
bilities persist for organisa-
tions, and the shift to remote
working during lockdown
make it important for enter-
prises to invest in extending
perimeter defences, research
firm Canalys said on Monday.

Cybersecurity spending
could grow by 2.5 per cent to
USD 41.9 billion in the worst-
case scenario if IT budgets
come under serious pressure
assuming the maximum level of
negative economic impact and
duration of the COVID-19
pandemic. Canalys forecast that
cybersecurity spending could
grow 5.6 per cent in its best-case
scenario with overall shipment
value - covering endpoint secu-
rity, network security, web and
email security, data security,
and vulnerability and security
analytics - expected to reach
USD 43.1 billion. 

Cybersecurity will remain
a top priority for most organ-
isations in 2020 as threats and
vulnerabilities persist and com-
pliance, regulations and ecosys-

tem requirements strengthen,
Canalys said in a statement. 

It underpinned the mass
shift to remote working during
lockdown by securing newly
provisioned endpoints, pro-
viding secure access to corpo-
rate resources and extending
perimeter defences beyond
physical corporate networks,
the statement added.

“The shift to subscriptions
will shield cybersecurity from
immediate IT spending cuts,
but additional expenditure will
be affected for the rest of the
year as organisations begin the
next stage in their response to
the pandemic,” Matthew Ball,
chief analyst at Canalys, said. 

He added that the switch
from free trials to paid sub-
scriptions will be a factor in
maintaining cybersecurity
growth. 

“But the mix of cost con-
tainment measures, workforce
reduction and cash flow issues
will result in greater scrutiny of
existing projects and smaller
deals. Delays and cancellations
of new initiatives will increase,
except those that enable cost
reductions and secure high-pri-
ority digital transformation
initiatives,” he said.
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The income tax department
will start sharing data on

depreciation, sales and gross
turnover of micro, small and
medium enterprises as report-
ed in their ITRs with the
MSME Ministry.

The Central Board of
Direct Taxes (CBDT) on
Monday signed a memoran-
dum of understanding (MoU)
with the Ministry of Micro,
Small and Medium Enterprises
(MSME).

“The MoU will facilitate
seamless sharing of certain
Income-tax Return (ITR) relat-
ed information by the Income
Tax Department to Ministry of
MSME. 

This data will enable
Ministry of MSME to check
and classify enterprises in
Micro, Small and Medium cat-
egories...,” the CBDT said in a
statement.

The CBDT in an order date
July 14 had directed Principal
Director General of Income
Tax (Systems) to share infor-
mation with the MSME
Ministry.

Section 138 of Income Tax
Act empowers income tax
authorities to share informa-
tion/ details of its taxpayers

with other Government agen-
cies, as may be notified.

The information to be
shared include depreciation on
plant and machinery as report-
ed in ITR3, 5 and 6, sales/gross
receipts of business as report-
ed in ITR-3, 5 and 6; and gross
turnover/gross receipts as
reported in ITR-4.

“To facilitate the process
of furnishing information,
Principal Director General of
Income-tax (Systems) would
enter into a Memorandum of
Understanding (‘MoU’) with
Notified Authority of Ministry
of MSME, Government of
India which inter-alia would
include the mode of transfer
of data. Maintenance of con-
fidentiality, mechanism for
safe preservation of data,
weeding out after usage etc,”
the CBDT order dated July 14
had said.

The timeline for furnishing
information will also be decid-
ed by Principal Director
General of Income-tax
(Systems) in consultation with
the concerned Ministry and
included in the said MoU, the
order added.

The CBDT statement said
that the MoU will come into
force from the date it is
signed.
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The Urinary tract infection(UTI)
is the third most common
infection in children after res-

piratory and gastrointestinal infec-
tions in India. Urinary tract is defined
as infection in any part of the urinary
system from kidneys, ureters, blad-
der and urethra. During the first year
of life, the boys are affected three
times more than girls, but beyond that
girls are affected almost 10 times
more. The prevalence of infection is
five-seven per cent in children from
two-24 months (AAP).When it
affects the lower urinary tract it is a
bladder infection (cystitis) and when
it affects the upper urinary tract it is
infection of the kidney (pyelonephri-
tis) 

Symptoms of a lower tract (ure-
thra and bladder) infection include
urgency, increased frequency, pain
and burning  with urination. Child
may complaint of pain below or
around belly button. Urine may
smell foul or has blood in it. If upper
tract is involved child generally looks
sicker with significant fever and pain
in the loin area. Urine may have blood
sometimes. In the young infants,
symptoms may be non-specific like
feeling low, persistent diarrhea, vom-
iting and failure to thrive. Common
terms used in UTI; Bacteriuria indi-
cates presence of bacteria in urine
which may be harmless. Infection is
defined by the presence of harmful
bacteria in urinary tract causing
symptoms. Cystitis denotes infection
of urinary bladder (Commonest).
Pyelonephritis occurs when infection
travels up to kidneys (Concerning)

Human urinary tract has some

unique natural mechanism to prevent
entry of microorganisms in the tract.
UTIs are much more common in
girls because their urethra is shorter
and closer to the anus and Bacteria
find easy access in the urethra.
Cleaning diapers with direction from
anus to front area adds to increased
chances of infections. Other predis-
posing factors can be, chronic con-
stipation, poor local hygiene and toi-
let training, children with wet diapers
for long duration and holding urine
for too long.

Poor intake of liquids making
urine concentrated adds to the stasis
of urine in bladder. Uncircumcised
boys younger than 1 year have been
noticed with higher incidence of UTI.
Besides this one must try to find out
any malformations and obstructions
of the urinary tract, Indwelling uri-
nary catheters (for some otherillness-
es) High-grade vesicoureteral reflux
(a type of defect where a part of urine
travels in upward direction to involve
kidneys)any many more for paedia-
tricians to look forNeonates and
young infants must be worked up for
sepsis to avoid complications.

Escherichia coli infections are
commonest (85-90 per cent) followed
by klebsiella and proteus spp , staphy-
lococcus and some others

Common investigations include
a good urine analysis and for that col-
lection of urine sample is of utmost
importance. The clean catch method
aims to prevent bacterial contamina-
tion from the skin around urinary
orifice.

Preparation before collecting
the sample: Cleansing the area

around the urinary opening requires
a simple wash, no antiseptics
required. Clean your hands with soap
and water. Open the sterile contain-
er and hold the cover in hand, do not
keep it on any surface (another per-
son can help do this job), hold the girl
child little high with thighs bend
toward abdomen. When child starts
peeing let it go and collect second part
in the sterile container and put the cap
immediately on the container. A
boy can pass urine in standing posi-
tion, rest of the precautions are
same. 

Never collect urine in a contain-
er and then poured in sterile contain-
er provided for urine collection.
Transport the sample to laboratory-

immediately. Other methods of col-
lecting clean sample is by catheteri-
zation or suprapubic aspiration which
can be done by trained personnel
only. Early morning sample pre-
ferred but may not always be possi-
ble in a toddler.Other investigations
like ultrasound, MCUG and nuclear
scans will be decided by the treating
paediatrician. 

The paediatrics academies rec-
ommend that a well-appearing infant
two-24 months of age with a UTI,
good follow-up can be managed as an
outpatient with oral antibiotics for
seven to 14 days. A cephalosporin,
such as first-generation cephalexin,
is a reasonable first-line medicine. A
sicker child with high fever and other
constitutional symptoms requires
admission and more elaborate work
up. 

How to prevent UTIs?
Change baby’s diapers frequent-

ly, keep the toddlers dry especially in
damp seasons,start early toilet train-
ing, teach her good bathroom
habits,and wipe girls from front to
back. Advise children not to hold
urine. Avoid bubble baths for girls,
use cotton inner wears for good air
circulation.

Advise to drink lots of water, take
appropriate measure to treat consti-
pation

Antibiotic prophylaxis should
never be self-administered and given
only when prescribed by treating doc-
tor.

UTIs are easy to diagnose and
treat, but it is important to catch them
early if taken lightly and under diag-
nosed or left untreated there can be
serious kidney damage
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Brain surgery, brain tumour, stroke (paralysis) and sudden amne-

sia have always been an integral part of Indian cinema and TV
serial’s dramatic masala content. It is unfortunate that often major-
ity of public doesn’t even try to increase its knowledge in this regard;
rather this very subject of brain health is ignored mostly, consid-
ering its complexity. According to a study the burden of stroke
disease has increased nearly 100 per cent in our country. And in
the time of Covid-19 pandemic, patients who are already suffer-
ing from neurological diseases are facing a tough time. Their treat-
ment process has been deeply affected due to lack of access to their
Doctors and availability of medications. The stress and depres-
sion generated from the lockdowns and the fear psychosis around
COVID-19 has also increased the number of such patients. 

This is alarming. A major awareness for brain health is the
need of the hour. Our food habits and lifestyle has a major impact
on our brain health. At the same time, it is also important to know
about the initial symptoms of neurological problems so that early
treatment can be initiated. 

Brain health with brain food: There is a famous proverb “you
are what you eat”. And it is more so in the case of the brain. Some
people assume that increasing dry fruits intake is the only thing
required, but it is not enough. There are other brain foods as well
which play key role in brain’s development. Take antioxidants rich
food like grapes, blue berries, sweet potatoes, green vegetables, fish.
The fact is 60 per cent of brain is made of fat hence add healthy

fats in your daily meals, and
omega 3 fatty acid also plays a
key role in developing brain
cells, hence take omega 3 rich
foods as well like flaxseed, fish,
walnuts etc.  

Be regular with exercises:
Brain health is not different
from physical health in any
sense. Regular exercise helps in
maintaining blood pressure and
good circulation which is nec-
essary for proper functioning of
the brain also. Yoga and medi-
tation also boost functioning of
brain. 

Physical health and brain:
Although every disease or phys-
ical ailment affects our brain
health, but suffering from one of
the following majorly affects
brain health: hypertension and
Diabetes. 

Basically in above diseases blood pressure play a key role, our
blood travels through our blood vessels to the brain, and lower
or high BP can result into stroke and brain haemorrhage. Take
proper medication and keep checking your BP.

There are some neurological diseases people need to know
more about: 

Parkinson’s Disease: It is type of a degenerative disorder. Its
symptoms appear gradually and progress over the years:-

�Tremors or/and stiffness
�Slurring or speech changes
�Stooped posture, small steps and imbalance 
Parkinson’s patient need continuous treatment and medica-

tion without fail or else it may result to rapid worsening. Never
ignore such initial symptoms, immediately see a doctor and start
treatment in order to slower the progression. 

Alzheimer’s Disease: Repeatedly forgetting recent events in
daily life is an initial symptom. It is one of a type of dementia which
starts insidiously and progress slowly. Early detection can retard
the pace of the disease.

Brain Tumour: It is basically an abnormal growth of brain
cells which starts creating pressure on brain with the growth of
its number and size, and presents like: headache with repeated
episodes of vomiting, neurological deficits, seizures 

Like any other Cancer, early identification of brain tumours
is one of the key factors that determine the prognosis. 
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��*����	 Lychee is sweet
smelling small fruit. It is
sweet in taste too. Lychee has
anti-cancer properties. This
fruit has flavonoids in the
pulp which helps to fight
fatal and lethal diseases like
cancer. It contains flavones,
quercitin and kaemferol
which are powerful
compounds in reducing the
proliferation of cancer cells.

Lychees help to
nourish the skin oils
which reduce the
growth of acne. It
also refines the
skin and leads
to less spots on
the skin. It is also
good for people who
want to lose weight
because of the absence of

fats and cholesterol.
It also keeps the digestion

strong, maintains a clean stom-
ach, improves appetite and
cures heartburn and burning
sensation in the stomach.

Lychees are a very good
refreshing fruit for the sum-
mers as it keeps you hydrated
because of the high water con-

tent in them.

Believe it or not but
though the pitter-patter
brings the much-needed

relief from the blazing heat, it
does make people with oily
skin break out in many prob-
lems like more acne,
dullness and
inflammation.
However, fol-
lowing a reg-
ular regimen
can restore
the glow to
the face. Here
are a few
things that one
can do.

There was a reason
why my mother would insist
and we made a face mask
using chandan powder. It helps
in healing acne and other skin
breakouts. It also works as a
natural moisturiser. Take a
bowl, add a teaspoon of
turmeric, rosewater and san-

dalwood powder and mix well.
Apply this paste and leave it to
dry on the face. Wash it off
with water.

Another mask that one
can make is using 200ml rose

water, a teaspoon of
camphor powder

and one tea-
spoon of dried
mint powder.
Mix all the
ingredients
into a paste.
Pour it in an

air tight bottle
and refrigerate.

Use this to clean
your face two-three times

in a day.
Peaches are in the market

and one can make a great face
pack using them. Mash one
tomato and peach to make a
paste. Apply the mixture on
the face. Leave it for 15-20
minutes. Rinse with water. 

The rains are here and with it a
dull looking skin and an array of

other problems especially if one has
oily skin. Therefore, it is important
to follow a proper regimen during

this season to restore the glow, says
ROSHNI DEVI
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While the answer to the
most frequently asked

question by parents on what is
the maximum screen time for
their children is “Minimum is
the new Maximum”, in the
sense, lesser the time a child
spends on digital devices the bet-
ter it is for their eyes. As per the
ideal recommendation of screen
time, children below two years
should avoid any use of digital
devices, as the eye is in the for-
mative stage. 

Children in the age group of
two-five years, screen time

of one hour or less per day
should be allowed and children
above five years should be
allowed a recreational or enjoy-
ment related screen time of two
hours or less per day.

However, all this recom-
mendation today is thrown out
of the window as the education-
al system world over is opting for
online education due to social
and physical distancing the chil-
dren have to maintain in order
to avoid contracting the harm-
ful COVID-19 disease.  Also
another risk the longer screen

time entails is that of an increase
in Myopia or Short Sightedness
among children. 

The symptoms are difficul-
ty in reading the blackboard in
the classroom from the back-
bench, squinting of eyes to see
clearly, holding books close to
face while reading or writing.
The correction of Myopia is
done through spectacles, contact
lenses, and refractive surgery.

So how can one handle this
onslaught of online education
that is going to be the new nor-
mal? Well, as a starter one needs
to ensure the following tips are
practiced to avoid any type of

eye strain.
Use the right power: If

your child has been going too
close to the screen or squinting
the eyes for reading those small
prints at a distance, then get
his/her eyes tested and get the
right power of eyeglasses or con-
tact lenses.

Place it right: The viewing
distance from the monitor to the
eyes should be in the range of 40
- 75 cm and the top of the screen
should be at the eye level so that
a comfortable visual zone of 30°
(15° above the line of sight and
15° below the line of sight) is
achieved downward from the

top of the monitor which is less
fatiguing for the eyes as opposed
to looking upwards by 30° when
the monitor is positioned above
the eye level.

Take frequent breaks:
Resting eyes helps keep them
moist. Use the 20-20-20 rule, by
asking your child to take a 20-
second screen break every 20
minutes to look at objects 20 feet
away from you.

Aim bigger: Increase font
size when reading on-screen, so
that devices don’t need to be too
close to your eyes.

Blink more frequently:
Staring at a screen makes us
blink less often, which dries out
the eyes. Blinking moistens the
eyes, reducing dryness and irri-
tation.

Build strong eye muscles:
Teach strengthening exercises
like keeping your thumb at an
arms distance in the line of your
nose and focus with both eyes
on it. Slowly move the thumb
towards the nose with your
gaze fixated on the thumb.
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Just like your body health, skin health is
also important; your skin is the largest

sense organ and outer protection to your
inner body parts. So, it also has a tenden-
cy to get unwell. Also, skin is the most
exposed organ of our body; it suffers from
sun rays, dust and wounds. Many times
we don’t even give appropriate attention
to it.

Unless we have a major issue, we often
take our skin and hair for granted.
However, healthy skin and hair are as
essential as overall health. Visiting the der-
matologist helps us in keeping our skin,
hair and nail as healthy as it can possibly
be. We all know the consequences of any
skin issue; it causes irritation, itchiness and
many other problems. 

You might think of some issue that
looks like a simple rash but your derma-
tologist can tell something different that
you might even not know.

Therefore, one must visit their derma-
tologist once in six months for a preven-
tive skincare routine for thorough skin
examination, because our skin changes
over time due to change in weather,
inner health and other factors. Also,
your skin’s needs keep on changing time
to time, and respectively your skincare
products you apply need to change. Apart
from that, if you're facing some skin issues
then it’s necessary to visit a dermatologist
they can give you a correct consultation
and solution to problems.

Many people are allergic to some ele-
ments or weather conditions, or even can
develop allergies later in their lives; these
conditions can also be avoided if you keep
on visiting your dermatologist on regular
bases.

Your dermatologist may even call
you more often for visits, depending on
your medical history or skin condition.
They may notice any mole, patches and zit
that may grow into severe skin issues or
even cancer.

If you notice severe hair fall, acne,
unknown wounds or patches, any change
in your skin condition, infection or visi-
bility of puss, the safest option is to con-
sult your dermatologist.

On the other hand, many people
assume that because they haven't noticed
any significant problems with their skin,
they don’t need to make the time to see a
dermatologist. But the truth is visiting a
dermatologist can be beneficial for any-
one whether or not you currently have
concerns about your skin. It can prevent
any kind of future problems, and even help
your skin keep looking healthy and
young.

Concluding, skin health is as impor-
tant as body health is so we should keep
a check on our skin, and must visit an
expert from time to time.
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Actor Vaani Kapoor is absolutely ecstatic that she has
had the opportunity to work with actors Hrithik

Roshan, Ranbir Kapoor and Akshay
Kumar. With Hrithik, Vaani was paired

in the blockbuster War, she will be
seen with Ranbir in Shamshera and
she has been cast opposite Akshay
Kumar in Bell-Bottom. She is look-
ing forward to her forthcoming
releases.

Vaani says, “I feel absolutely
ecstatic and I couldn’t feel more
blessed that I get to work with
such stalwarts in the industry.
I have always idolised Hrithik,
Ranbir and Akshay Kumar. I
have loved all their films. So it’s
like a dream come true for me.”

Talking about the different
acting styles of these three
actors, Vaani says, “Each of

them is incredible and brings a dif-
ferent style to the table. Hrithik is
incredibly talented and passionate
about anything he’s involved in and
that passion inspires people around
him. Ranbir is effortless in his
demeanour and his cool, and com-

posed charisma is so evident on
screen. Akshay, of course, is a leg-

endary idol who’s one of the best in
the industry today. His contributions

and star presence cannot be ignored.”
Vaani feels that she has interesting

and different chemistry with each of
these screen icons. “I have a differ-

ent equation with all of them and
our chemistry is

also so different
because of the

kind of
roles, but
they all
make me
want to
do better

and be bet-
ter to try and

match up with
them,” adds she.

Ajourney of love, differences and
discovery. The forthcoming

Amazon Original Series, Bandish
Bandits is the story of two young
musicians, hailing from contrasting
backgrounds.

Set in Jodhpur, the romantic
musical drama follows the story of
Radhe and Tamanna. Radhe is a
singing prodigy determined to follow
in the classical footsteps of his
grandfather. Tamanna is a rising pop
sensation desperate to become India’s
first international popstar. Radhe’s
world is turned upside down when

he falls in love with Tamanna. Torn
between helping her achieve super-
stardom and staying true to his own
music and his family’s legacy, will he
succeed in juggling both at the risk
of losing everything he has?

The lead actor, Ritwik Bhowmik
says, “The series has been a dream
in the making. Working with stal-
warts such as Naseeruddin Shah,
Rajesh Tailang, Sheeba Chaddha
and Atul Kulkarni for my debut was
one of the most fulfilling experiences
of my life. Bandish Bandits is a blend
of Indian traditions seeped in music

that beautifully describes young
love, ambition, passion and family
values in a simple, yet powerful man-
ner.”

Shreya Chaudhry, lead actress
says, “Working with Anand Tiwari
has always been something I had
wanted to do, so a being part of this
series is nothing short of serendipi-
tous. I could not have asked for a bet-
ter setting to work and learn more
about acting, that too from some of
the most talented and respected
actors. I believe the show is a heart-
warming journey of music and love

and think it is something the audi-
ence would very much enjoy watch-
ing.”

Produced and created by
Amritpal Singh Bindra and directed
by Anand Tiwari, the show also fea-
tures an exciting original soundtrack,
composed by Shankar-Ehsaan-Loy,
who are also making their digital
debut with this show.

Talking about the show Tiwari
had earlier said, “Bandish Bandits is
a story about the meeting of two indi-
viduals and cultures that are in
many ways different, and yet in other
ways incredibly similar. While each
character has a unique and com-
pelling story in their own right, it’s
how these stories come together
which makes this series so powerful,
romantic and real. I am beyond excit-
ed to bring this incredible tale of
romance, beautifully told through the
musical genius of composers
Shankar-Ehsaan-Loy.”

Now the OTT platform has
come up with a unique idea to raise
the curiosity around the show. It has
brought together the cast of some of
its noted shows such as Mirzapur,
The Family Man, Inside Edge and
Made In Heaven, among others. 

The video starts with Kunaal Roy
Kapur (Arghya), who is playing
Shreya Chaudhary’s (Tamanna)
manager in the show, attempting to
find the best marketing idea for the
trailer launch.

In an attempt to scout for the
best marketing idea, Kunaal brings
together some of the quirkiest peo-
ple on the internet together on a
video call along with Shreya and
Ritwik. Some of the people who join
them on the video call are familiar
faces like Ali Fazal (Guddu in
Mirzapur), Divyendu (Munna in
Mirzapur), Sapna Pabbi (Mantra in
Inside Edge), Ahsaas Chhana, Nikhil
Vijay & Shubham Gaur (from Hostel
Daze), Yashaswini Dayama (Made In
Heaven), Sharib Hashmi (JK in The
Family Man) and digital influencer
Ayush Mehra. 

(The series releases on August 4
on Amazon Prime Video.)

An incident occurs. It grabs atten-
tion. It becomes a mystery. Soon,
due to its severity and intensity,

it becomes the talk of the town. It
attracts debates on social media and
makes room for a number of interpre-
tations and conspiracy theories about it.
However, the conversations around it
only find space for a few days. It grad-
ually loses traction. And just silently gets
listed in history. Bollywood conversa-
tions, too, have been more or less the
same.

However, if we talk about actor
Sushant Singh Rajput’s sudden demise,
it has now been more than a month that
it continues to be in the news and per-
haps has stoked the strongest debate yet
on the need to rid the industry of 
nepotism. Actor Kangana Ranaut is
making sure that this time the dialogue
doesn’t die without being properly
addressed. Her recent allegations against
many actors and the so-called “mafia”
or “nepotism gangs” of the industry have
been revealing about the dirty under-
belly of an unsaid class-consciousness
in Bollywood. So far, so good. But now
she is seizing every opportunity to
emerge activist. Apart from calling out
producer-director Karan Johar and
actor Alia Bhatt, she has also this time
targetted two other female actors (who
are outsiders) by calling them chaaplus
(sycophant) and B-grade actresses and
their existence as a “proof of nepotism”
— Taapsee Pannu and Swara Bhasker.
She has also called out actor Ranveer
Singh (outsider) by saying that it’s only
due to his chamchagiri or flattery
towards directors and producers like
Aditya Chopra and Sanjay Leela
Bhansali that he gets roles.

Such accusations, firstly, raise an all-
important question — if outsiders
themselves won’t challenge the existing
nepotism in the industry as a united
force and turn against each other
instead of calling out this system, how
are things ever going to change for
good? Second, even though Kangana’s
debate is justified over an issue that
needs attention, being an artiste, is her
use of words like chaaplus, chamcha,
chillar, bakwaas for other artistes and
some critically-acclaimed actors a dig-
nified way of calling out injustice?
Third, even though she is an outsider,
how can she assume that all outsiders
have had a raw deal and that not even
an iota of merit has been allowed into
Bollywood? Even though Sushant’s
death did expose the vile and choking
depths of nepotism but to expect every
outsider to launch a campaign of her/his
own does not mean s/he has not been
affected by it or knew him or is not
against the system.

Well, Taapsee, who has been vocal
about nepotism in the past, but in a 
verbally decent way, had a reply to this

as well. She told a national daily that she
has never done a film which is produced
by any of the gangs that Kangana has
named or “keeps targetting.” She added
that she has never said that she likes
Karan Johar or anyone that she alleges
but at the same time, she has never said
that she hates them either. She later
questioned, “So the fact that you don’t
hate someone she hates is equivalent to
you like that person? I don’t even know
him beyond formal. So how is this even
logical? Then how is my existence
because of nepotism? Or undermining
someone’s genuine achievements by
crediting wrong sources and then mock-
ing it is how you prove that you are a
true, successful outsider?”

The Badla actor also said in an
interview that Kangana should rather
watch films of outsiders than abusing
celebrities on social media. Replying to
Kangana’s “Why don’t they get work?”,
Taapsee said that she has been releas-
ing four films per year for the last three
years and now, already has five films
announced. “I decided to keep my
career graph slow and steady and that’s
exactly how it’s been going,” she added.

Taapsee refused to be “bitter” and
“take advantage of someone’s death for
personal vendetta or make a mockery
of the industry that gave me bread and
identity. She has the right to have an
opinion and so do I but just because my
opinion doesn’t match hers doesn’t
make me inferior.”

After Taapsee’s response, netizens
have been hailing her for her “dignified”
reaction towards the row. Actor
Sonakshi Sinha also took to her social
media and posted, “Proud of you
Taapsee! The dignity, maturity and
integrity with which you have respond-
ed has my respect and I am sure of most
others too. More power to you.”

On the other hand, Swara’s response
to Kangana’s remark, “These needy
outsiders, B-grade actresses look better
than Alia Bhatt and Ananya Pandey but
they too exist due to nepotism,” was a
sarcastic comment. She posted on her
Twitter, “Net net I think this was a com-
pliment. Thanks Kangana! I think you
are gorgeous, generous and a great actor.
Shine on!”

Taapsee has revealed in the past how
she has lost roles for not being “so-and-
so’s daughter.” However, her and Swara’s
voice against nepotism was never aimed
at demeaning anyone personally. They
have stood up against hate without being
hateful. She tweeted, “Yes, there are dif-
ferences between people born with 
pedigree and the ‘outsiders’ but we aren’t
battling each other, we are battling for
a better system to co-exist, but not by
mud-slinging or name calling!”

As per Kangana’s words, Karan
Johar is the flagbearer of nepotism in
Bollywood. She first mentioned about

it on his show, Koffee With Karan, and
ever since, she has left no stone
unturned in taking this up. Which
leads us to one last question — Shouldn’t
the nepotism debate include all such

directors, actors and producers rather
than just one person being named
incessantly? Is taking names of a few
biggies and blaming them for years of
nepotism in the industry the way out?

Why a selective outrage? Is this 
ever-important contest really headed the
right way? Perhaps, this is the reason
why the wrongs of nepotism could never
be properly addressed!
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Real Madrid ended its
Spanish league title-win-

ning campaign with a 2-2
draw that relegated Leganés
after four straight seasons in the
first division.

The result also ended
Madrid's 10-game winning
streak following the pandem-
ic break. Zinedine
Zidane’s team had sealed
its record 34th league
title - and first in three
years - on Thursday.

Madrid ended five
points ahead of second-
place Barcelona - 87 to 82.
Barcelona closed out its cam-
paign with a 5-0 rout of Alavés.
Lionel Messi scored twice to
finish with 25 goals and
become the first player to
clinch the league’s scoring title
in seven different seasons.

Leganés, led by Mexican
coach Javier Aguirre, had
entered the match one point
behind Celta Vigo, the first
team outside the relegation
zone. Celta, winless in the
final seven rounds, survived
despite being held 0-0 by last-

place Espanyol. It will play in
the top flight for a ninth
straight year next season.

Espanyol and second-to-
last-place Mallorca had already
been relegated.

Sergio Ramos opened the
scoring for Madrid with a
header in the ninth minute for
his sixth goal since the league
resumed. Leganés equalized

with Bryan Gil’s goal
in first-half stoppage
time before Marco
Asensio gave Madrid
the lead again from
close range in the
52nd.

Roger Assalé equalised
again with a shot from inside
the area in the 78th but the
hosts were not able to get the
winner despite some good
chances near the end. They
wanted a penalty for a hand
ball inside the area in the final
minutes but video review let
the game continue.

Leganés was unbeaten in
the last five rounds, with three
wins and two draws. The team
from southern Madrid last
played in the second division
in 2015-16.
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Inter Milan’s faint title challenge
took another blow with a 2-2

draw at Roma in Serie A.
The result on Sunday left sec-

ond-place Inter five points behind
Juventus, which can take a huge
step toward a record-extending
ninth straight Italian league title
with a win against Lazio on
Monday. That would see the
Bianconeri move eight points clear
with four matches remaining.

Stefan de Vrij opened the scor-
ing but the Inter defender also con-
tributed to both Roma goals.
Romelu Lukaku converted a penal-
ty to level for Inter two minutes
from time.

Inter needed a win to keep
pressure on Juventus and it took the
lead in the 15th minute when De
Vrij headed in Alexis Sánchez’s cor-

ner at the back post.
De Vrij was powerless at the

other end to prevent Leonardo
Spinazzola’s effort from going in
during first-half stoppage time. De
Vrij appeared to get the last touch
but it was credited to the Roma
midfielder.

Inter appealed for a foul by
Aleksandar Kolarov on Lautaro
Martínez in the buildup but, after
an on-field review, the referee stuck
to his original decision.

Martínez thought he had
restored Inter’s lead nine minutes
after the restart but it was ruled out
for offside.

And it was Roma which took
the lead three minutes later. Edin
D�eko tried to muscle his way
between two defenders when the
ball bounced off De Vrij and back
into D�eko’s path. Henrikh
Mkhitaryan stole it off his team-

mate's foot and fired the ball into
the back of the net.

Inter was given a late lifeline
when Spinazzola fouled Victor
Moses and Lukaku slotted the
resulting penalty into the bottom
left corner.

But the point will do little for
Inter's title dreams.
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A bizarre Gabriel own-goal and

a missed penalty may have con-
demned Lecce to relegation as it lost
2-1 at Genoa in a direct fight for
survival.

Marco Mancosu had atoned for
a penalty miss by scoring a second-
half equalizer. However, nine min-
utes from time, Filip Jagiello's long-
range strike bounced off the post
and ricocheted in off Gabriel’s
back.

Genoa moved four points
ahead of 18th-place Lecce with four
rounds remaining. Spal was relegat-
ed after losing 2-1 against Brescia,
which itself is nine points from safe-
ty and likely to join Spal in Serie B.

Genoa took an early lead when
Antonio Sanabria made the most of
a fortunate bounce to fire home
Goran Pandev’s through ball in the
seventh minute.

Lecce had earlier penalty
appeals waved away but it was
awarded a spot kick on the stroke
of halftime. Gianluca Lapadula’s
effort was cleared off the line but he
was brought down by Genoa goal-
keeper Mattia Perin, preventing
him from attempting to get to the
rebound.

However, Mancosu blasted the
penalty over the bar.

The Lecce midfielder did
equalize in the second half when his
cross evaded everyone to go into the
far bottom corner.
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Bo r u s s i a
Dortmund

has signed
promising 17-
y e a r - o l d
English mid-
fielder Jude
B e l l i ng h am
from second-division club
Birmingham, the German club
said Monday.

Dortmund finally con-
firmed the expected deal two
days before Birmingham's final
league game of the season - a
potential relegation decider
against Derby.

Dortmund said Bellingham
signed a “long-term deal” and
will wear the No. 22 jersey.

“I’m incredibly excited to
have joined one of Europe’s
biggest clubs,” Bellingham told
Birmingham’s website.

“The direction they are
heading in and how much they
help to improve young players
made it an easy decision for
myself and my family.”

Bellingham follows in the
footsteps of England forward
Jadon Sancho, who was 17
when he made the move from
Manchester City to Dortmund
three years ago. Sancho has
since become one of the
Bundesliga's most valuable
attacking players with 17 goals
and 17 assists this season.

Bellingham made his debut
for Birmingham last August,
aged 16 and 138 days. That
made him the youngest player
in the club's history. He went on
to score four goals in 40 league
appearances.

Bellingham has also played
for England at the under-17
level. 
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New Zealand left-arm spinner
Mitchell Santner feels that IPL has

helped him evolve as a bowler having
plied his trade on different Indian
tracks while picking CSK teammates
Harbhajan Singh and Ravindra Jadeja’s
brains.

Santner was picked up by the CSK
for Rs 50 lakh during the IPL auctions
ahead of the 2018 edition of the league
but was ruled out of the tournament that
year due to a bone defect in his knees.
However, the Hamilton-born cricketer
was back in 2019, playing four match-
es.

“The IPL was a cool experience as
well. It was the first time for me play-
ing at a ground where it spins more, in
Chennai, which is nice because you don’t
have to do too much.

“You try and fire it into the wicket
and let the wicket do the rest. I guess,
for me, it’s about trying to adapt to the
conditions as early as possible and find
what will be the most attacking ball on

each Santner told ESPN Cricinfo.
Getting to discuss cricket with some

of the biggest names in the game also
helped. “There are some world-class
spinners in Chennai to talk to and play
with - guys like Harbhajan, who I’ve

watched a lot of, Jadeja and Imran Tahir
as well,” Santner told ‘ESPNcricinfo’.

Santner missed out on 2018 due to
a bone defect in his knee but played four
games in the 2019 edition.

“When I got injured the first year, I
was pretty disappointed, but I was given
the opportunity last time around to go
and experience it.

“It’s an unbelievable tournament
and definitely the best cricket going
around in terms of T20 leagues. It was
nice to bowl on different pitches to New
Zealand,” he added.

The 28-year-old said he learnt a lot
playing under the leadership of CSK and
fomer Indian skipper Mahendra Singh
Dhoni.

“I’ve played against MS a lot, so to
share a dressing room with him and talk
to him about how he goes about things
was awesome. Even guys like Suresh
Raina - you watched him from other
teams you go with,” Santner said.

Over the years Santner has proved
his utility as a limited-overs spin bowl-
ing all-rounder for the Black Caps.
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Proud to be part of a gen-
eration that witnessed

Indian hockey’s resurgence,
former captain Sardar Singh
says his sole regret in an
otherwise illustrious career
is not winning an Olympic
medal for his country.

However, he feels the
current team under
Manpreet Singh has the
potential to break the four-
decade-old jinx in Tokyo
next year.

“My journey in hockey
has been rather satisfying
because I was part of that
era which saw a resurgence.
We came a long way from
finishing last at the London
Olympics in 2012 to being
ranked No.6 in the world
when I hung up my boots in
2018.

“Now, the current team
is poised at no.4 which
should definitely bring a lot
of confidence to this team
in the lead up to their
Tokyo Olympic campaign,”
said Sardar.

The Indian team has a
rich Olympic history, win-
ning an unprecedented
eight gold besides a Silver
and two Bronze medals.

India's last success at
the quadrennial sporting
extravaganza, though, came
40 years ago in the 1980
Moscow Olympics, where
they won the last of their
eight gold medals.

“Having played 314
international matches, I will
always regret not being able
to add an Olympic medal
on the wall back home.

But watching this team
grow from strength to
strength in the past year
and the way they played the
FIH Hockey Pro League

earlier this year, I have
great hope that they can
bag that elusive Olympic
medal. "They definitely
have a realistic chance in
Tokyo,” said Sardar in a
Hockey India release.

With the 2020 Tokyo
Summer Games being
postponed by a year
because of the COVID-19
pandemic, Sardar feels the
Indian team will get some
time to work on its grey
areas and unearth new tal-
ent.

“They have the time to
build on the new talent that
is available. Some of the
youngsters like Rajkumar,
Dilpreet, Vivek Sagar,
Gursahib have shown great
promise and trying them in
big-match scenarios like
the Pro League was a good
decision by chief coach
Graham Reid.

“With the Olympics
being postponed, we have
the time to work on our
short-comings. Converting
chances continues to be
one of the grey areas but I
feel we have been finishing
much better than we were
two or three years ago.”

Sardar advised the
Indian players not to lose
their focus amid the cur-
rent global health crisis,
which has halted sporting
activities across the world.

“For now, I understand
these are trying times for all
sports persons in India
with the COVID-19 pan-
demic posing several chal-
lenges to the Olympic
preparations but my advice
to the Indian hockey core
probables,  men and
women, is to remain
focused on their goal,” said
the 34-year-old from Sirsa
in Haryana.
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Ben Stokes delivered cru-
cial contributions with

bat and ball to lead England
to a 113-run win over the
West Indies late on the final
day of the second test, tying
the three-match series at 1-
1 on Monday.

Needing to bat out 85
overs to salvage a draw and
retain the Wisden Trophy,
the West Indies was dis-
missed for 198 with 14.5
overs and one hour left of a
test played at an empty Old
Trafford.

The third test starts on

Friday and will also be in
Manchester.

England set the West
Indies an unlikely victory tar-
get of 312 after declaring 11
overs into the day, having
quickly added 92 runs -
chiefly through Stokes - to get
to 129-3.

Transitioning into limit-
ed-overs mode, the swash-
buckling allrounder smashed
78 off 57 balls to follow up his
176 from the first innings.

The West Indies was
reduced to 37-4 after 15
overs of the reply, but a fifth-
wicket stand of 100 runs
between Shamarh Brooks

and Jermaine Blackwood
gave them hope of a draw -
only for Blackwood to fall to
Stokes on the last ball before
tea.

There was some defiance
by the West Indies’ lower
order but England grabbed
the wickets to send the series
to a decider.

A full day - on Saturday
- was lost to rain in
Manchester.

In a worry for England
ahead of the third test, Stokes
failed to complete his 15th,
and what proved to be final,
over of the day because of an
apparent muscle strain. 
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The ICC on Monday post-
poned the T20 World Cup
in Australia owing to the

COVID-19 pandemic, a long-
anticipated decision which paves
the way for the BCCI to organ-
ise the IPL during the October-
November window.

The ICC hasn't yet decided
whether India and Australia will
swap the 2021 and 2022 editions
between them, both of which will
be held in the October-
November window.

"The International Cricket
Council (ICC) today confirmed
the ICC men's T20 World Cup in
Australia 2020 has been post-
poned due to the ongoing
COVID-19 pandemic," ICC said
in a statement.

The ICC T20 World Cup was
scheduled Down Under from
October 18-November 15 but
Cricket Australia, in the month
of May itself, had intimated ICC
that it would be near impossible
to stage a closed-door event of
this magnitude which would
also require quarantine arrange-
ment for 16 international teams.

The ICC deliberated on
unspecified contingency plans for
over two months  before coming
up with Monday's decision.

Chief Executive Manu
Sawhney said: "The decision to
postpone the ICC Men's T20
World Cup was taken after care-
ful consideration of all of the
options available to us and gives

us the best possible opportunity
of delivering two safe and suc-
cessful T20 World Cups for fans
around the world."

As far as hosting of this edi-
tion is concerned, ICC's commer-
cial wing will be monitoring
various modalities before coming
to a decision on whether India
will host the 2021 edition or swap
with Cricket Australia and host
theirs in 2022.

"The ICC Business
Corporation(IBC) Board agreed
to continue to monitor the rapid-
ly changing situation and assess
all the information available in
order to make a considered deci-

sion on future hosts to ensure the
sport is able to stage safe and suc-
cessful global events in 2021 and
2022," it stated.

The decision to announce
the schedules of the next three
World Cups will help the boards
plan more bilateral engagements
and earn revenue lost during the
pandemic.

"Our Members now have the
clarity they need around event
windows to enable them to
reschedule lost bilateral and
domestic cricket," Sawhney stat-
ed.

There has been no formal
announcement but there is a pos-

sibility that BCCI might shift the
Indian Premier League to the
United Arab Emirates taking
India's COVID-19 case load into
account. India has recorded over
11 lakh cases so far with the
death toll breaching the 27,000
mark.

The other option is having a
twin-city closed door bio-secure
event, which was the first prefer-
ence of at least one of the stake-
holders.

The IPL will likely start in the
last week of September and end
in the second week of November.

"We were waiting for the for-
mal announcement. Now we can

at least submit our plans to the
government and wait for their
necessary clearances. There is
scheduling, logistics, operational
aspects that needs to be taken
care of," a BCCI official told PTI
on conditions of anonymity.

BCCI President Sourav
Ganguly had earlier expressed
confidence that the year would-
n't pass without the glitzy event
going ahead.

The IBC Board will also
continue to evaluate the situation
with regards the 2021 women's
World Cup in New Zealand in
February. In the meantime, plan-
ning for this event continues as
scheduled.
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The IBC Board will also

continue to evaluate the situation
with regards the 2021 women's
World Cup in New Zealand in
February. In the meantime, plan-
ning for this event continues as
scheduled.
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Left-arm pacer Mohammad Amir
is set to replace Harris Rauf in the

Pakistan T20 squad currently in the
UK after originally pulling out of the
tour because of the birth of his sec-
ond child.

According to an ESPNcricinfo
report, Amir has now made himself
available.

But the pacer will board the UK-
bound flight only after he returns
negative in two successive COVID-
19 tests.

As per the report, Amir was test-
ed on Monday and his second test
will be conducted in two days' time.

If cleared, Amir could feature in
the three T20 Internationals against
England, starting August 28 in
Manchester.

The report stated that it was chief
selector Misbah-ul-Haq who want-
ed Amir as replacement for Rauf after
the left-arm pacer announced the
birth of his child on July 17.

Rauf returned positive in five out
of the six COVID-19 tests he under-
went last month.

His fifth test came out negative
but a player needs two consecutive
negative results to fly out of Pakistan.
The player, though, tested positive in
his sixth test.

Rauf, who was scheduled to fly
to the UK on Wednesday, is asymp-
tomatic and will undergo self-quar-
antine for 10 days before being test-
ed again. The Pakistan Cricket Board
(PCB) has decided to send an addi-
tional masseur in Mohammad Imran
to the UK to manage the workload
of the team's regular masseur, Malang
Ali, who had earlier tested positive
twice before being cleared to travel.

STOKES STARS AS ENG DRAW LEVEL

�!
���	��-		���-���
��161/�������������,��������	
���
�����D
������
T20 WORLD CUP POSTPONED

5//�"��R���>��-���	�/� �>�>�����
(�����	�9���(��,0�&�'(���>�>�
�����������������@�0�&�'(���>�>�

5//�"��R���>��-���	�/� �>�>>����
(�����	�9���(��,0�&�'(����������
���������:�0�&�'(���>�>>

5//�"��R��/������-���	�/� �>�>:
�������	���5�	��9���(��,0�&�'(��
>�>:�����������������>��0�&�'(��

 ��	����
�	�
�	 ��
���G	�#�� 	����

2��
��"����	���
��
�
�"����
�)��&��

,�����
���	'������'��-�	�
$�-	����������!
�����)
+��������

�!���!�2���+�!��,#
�&��,�),�������2��=�

.	���!��������������
�
���
�%��?����
"�
��3�


3����T����	��"�	�	1�� ������
����(������1���&�	����������

 �����	��
��	

:����	����


