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The Congress on Saturday
held a State-wide protest in

Rajasthan even as Chief
Minister Ashok Gehlot seemed
determined to go to any extent
to cajole or coerce Governor
Kalraj Mishra to convene the
Assembly session to allow
Gehlot to prove his majority.

While the Rajasthan
Governor has cited Covid-19
situation as one of the reasons
to not hold an urgent session of
the Assembly, Bihar, where the
coronavirus situation is going
out of control, will be holding
the Assembly session from
August 3.

Gehlot has been pressing
for an early Assembly session
to go for a trust vote and force
the rebel MLAs to either vote
for him or face disqualification,
which would bring down the
strength of the Assembly and
provide stability to his
Government.

“The BJP conspiracy will
not be allowed to succeed. I will
go to Rashtrapati Bhavan if
needed. If we have to picket at
Rashtrapati Bhavan or even
Prime Minister’s residence, we
will do this,” Gehlot told
Congress MLAs while address-
ing the Congress Legislative
Party (CLP) meeting at
Fairmont Hotel in Jaipur.

The Chief Minister told his
flocks that they may have to
stay put at the hotel for anoth-

er three weeks. It was obvious
that Gehlot was ready to take
no chance by allowing the
MLAs to disperse and make the
vulnerable to “poaching”.

Gehlot has reportedly sub-
mitted a list of 102 MLAs to the
Governor while submitting his
Cabinet’s recommendation for
convening the Assembly. The
Governor raised several objec-
tions and asked Gehlot to send
a fresh request.

“The date on which the
Assembly session is to be con-
vened is not mentioned in the
Cabinet note and no approval
has been given by the Cabinet
for the same,” the Governor
wrote back to Gehlot.

He also stated that the
State Government should take
note of the Covid-19 crisis
and pointed out that no agen-
da was given for a session

called on such short notice.
The revised proposal,

passed by the Cabinet meeting
on Saturday morning is
believed to list the coronavirus
situation as the agenda. This
will now be submitted to the
Governor.

During the day, Congress
workers staged demonstrations
across Rajasthan against what it

called a BJP “conspiracy to
topple” its Government. Party
workers gathered in large num-
bers in Jaipur and district head-
quarters and raised slogans
against the BJP and demanded
that the Governor convene a
session of the Assembly.

Turn to Page 4
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After the Information and
Broadcasting Ministry’s

recommendations to the Union
Home Ministry that cinema
halls be allowed to reopen in
August, cinema halls across the
country are gearing up to
resume functioning expecting
relaxations in the coming
months. Paperless tickets, seat
distancing, staggered intervals
and scrupulous sanitizing are
part of the safety protocol mul-
tiplexes will introduce if the
Government allows screenings
in “Unlock 3” next month.

“We are ensuring basics
like sanitisation and masks.
Paper tickets will no longer in
the use. Entry, exit & inter-
missions will be planned in a
manner that avoids over-
crowding,” PVR CEO G Dutta
said on Saturday. PVR operates
a cinema circuit comprising
841 screens at 176 properties in
71 cities in India and Sri Lanka.

A set of SOPs drawn up by
the Multiplex Association of
India in collaboration with its
members was submitted to
various Central Ministries as
well as Prime Minister’s Office
and Niti Aayog earlier this
month, said industry leaders
INOX, PVR Pictures and
Cinepolis India. Cinemas
account for the biggest chunk
of earnings for movies and have
taken a substantial hit during
the pandemic and multiplexes

are pulling out the stops to
ensure audiences return after
theatres open.

As per the safety measures
masks and temperature check
at the entrances will be manda-
tory for everyone entering the
cinema complexes. Customers
will be screened and those
found to have 100 degrees
Centigrade or showing viral
fever symptoms will be asked
to leave with a full refund.
Customers will also be required
to show their health status on
the Aarogya Setu App while
entering the premises.

Turn to Page 4
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A55-year-old sub-inspector
with Central Reserve

Police Force (CRPF) allegedly
shot dead his senior before
killing himself in the Lodhi
Estate area of the national
Capital on Friday night.

The sub-inspector has been
identified as Karnail Singh
while his senior has been iden-
tified as Inspector Dashrath
Singh (56), both from the
122nd battalion of the force.
The SI hailed from Udhampur
in Jammu & Kashmir, while the
inspector was from Rohtak in
Haryana.

According to a senior offi-
cial, the incident took place
around 10.30 pm on Friday at
61, Lodhi Estate, a bungalow
allotted to the Ministry of
Home Affairs (MHA).

“An argument took place

between Karnail Singh and his
senior, Dashrath, following
which the SI allegedly killed the
inspector with his service
weapon and later shot himself
dead,” said the official.

“The incident at 61, Lodhi
Estate is an aberration which
seems to have been committed
at the spur of the moment. An
enquiry has been ordered to
establish the facts of the mat-
ter and will be taken to its log-
ical end,” CRPF spokesperson
Deputy Inspector General
(DIG) Moses Dhinakaran said.

Senior officials of the para-
military force and local police
reached the spot soon after the
incident.
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The gold smuggling case
involving UAE Consulate

Staff at Thiruvananthapuram
turned murkier on Saturday
with Swapna Suresh, the king-
pin, and her associate KT
Ramees, telling the investigat-
ing agencies that the higher ups
in the Consulate were part of
the smuggling operation.

“The UAE Consul General
and the Attaché were part of
the smuggling operations using
diplomatic channel. For each
consignment of gold smug-
gled into India, they were paid
$1,500/ each,” Swapna and
Ramees reportedly told the
Customs officers during the
interrogation.

This statement finds men-
tion in the affidavit submitted
by the Customs in the special
court in Kochi, which is expect-
ed to hear the bail applications
filed by the duo on Monday.

Detailed report on P6

Bhopal: Madhya Pradesh Chief
Minister Shivraj Singh
Chouhan became the first CM
to test Covid-19 positive on
Saturday. Chouhan, 61, shared
the news on Twitter. He was
admitted to a Covid-19 desig-
nated private hospital in
Bhopal, a BJP leader said.

“I had symptoms of Covid-
19. In the test report I was
found positive. I appeal to all
my colleagues that whoever has
come in my contact to get test-
ed for coronavirus. My close

contacts should move to quar-
antine,” Chouhan said in a
tweet.

In another tweet, the chief
minister said that if detected
and treated on time, Covid-19
infection can be cured.

“I have been reviewing the
status of coronavirus infection
in the State every evening since
March 25. Now I will try to
review the situation through
video conferencing as much as
possible,” he said.

Turn to Page 4
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A53-year-old Delhi Police
head constable died due to

Covid-19 at a city hospital.
Police said that Head Constable
Satya Narayan was posted at
the Madhu Vihar police station.

According to a senior
police official, on July 13,
Narayan tested positive for

Covid-19 and was sent to the
Covid Care Centre in
Akshardham. Later in the day,
he was shifted to LNJP Hospital.

“He had health issues like
high blood pressure (BP), dia-
betes and had two stents in his
heart. He was shifted to ICU
due to his diabetes and BP
issues and his condition
improved,” he said.

“Later, his oxygen satura-
tion level dropped. He was also
administered plasma therapy.
On Thursday, his second
Covid-19 report also came
back positive. He died at 6 am
on Friday at LNJP Hospital,”
said Jasmeet Singh, the Deputy
Commissioner of Police
(DCP), east district.

Turn to Page 4

New Delhi: Researchers at IIT
Kharagpur have developed a
first of its kind portable rapid
diagnostic device to detect
coronavirus at less than �400
per test. According to officials,
the test can be conducted in an
ultra-low-cost portable enclo-
sure as an alternative to spe-
cialised laboratory equipment. 

The same portable unit
can be used for a large number

of tests on mere replacement of
the paper cartridge after each
test. The testing technologies
currently in use are expensive,
despite the innovations in low-
cost testing kits as the actual
testing machinery cost remains
high. Further testing mecha-
nism has logistical issues due to
the infrastructural requirement
of the testing centres.

Detailed report on P5

Bilaspur: At least 43 cows
died of suffocation in a small
room of a panchayat building
where they were locked in
Chhattisgarh’s Bilaspur, a senior
official said on Saturday.

The deaths came to light in
the morning when villagers
experienced a foul odour ema-
nating from the room, and
found that some of the cattle
had died, said Bilaspur collec-
tor Saransh Mittar.

He said a total of 60 cows
were locked in a room in the
old panchayat building of
Medpar village under
Takhatpur development block.

An enquiry is underway to
find out since when and why
cows were locked in the room,
he said. Autopsies revealed
that 43 cows had died of suf-
focation, the official said. PTI

����� ��������

With both sides engaged in
defusing tension at the

Line of Actual Control (LAC),
Northern Command chief Lt
General YK Joshi said on
Saturday the armed forces will
ensure China withdraws and
restore status quo ante as was
the deployment in April. He
also said the Indian troops will
remain deployed there till total
disengagement takes place. 

This significant statement
by Joshi, who is overall in-
charge of guarding the LAC in
Ladakh, came in the backdrop
of the Chinese not pulling
back more than 40,000 troops.

Making the Indian stand
clear, Joshi said the Indian
troops will continue to be

deployed till status quo ante is
achieved. It means the Chinese
need to go back to their pre-
May positions. The first face-
off in Ladakh took place on
May 5 when the Chinese army
obstructed an Indian patrol at
the Pangong Tso (lake) leading
to fisticuffs.

The Northern Command
chief said in an interview to a
private channel, “What I can
tell you in simple words is that
we shall continue all efforts to
restore the status quo ante
along the LAC. I believe the
negotiations and process of
this engagement and the com-
mitment of both sides to adhere
to the laid down methodology
would dictate the timeline of
the standoff.”

Turn to Page 4

�����	��������	���	�
�
�����������	���������

������� 
��������������������
�� ����!�"�#����!��$"����%�&�
���������%���%$�����"!��'����
"!#(!'���%������!��� $�%
�!")�#$�%���������%��#$��$!�� ��
�%'���! �*��#$�����($����$��
����$!���+�� �������%$���!�
����,�$-$��.��%����'#(
��#$�$�����$!����#(���'(�$��
"!���!����$!�� $�%��%$��*
!����$���,�$-$��/��"!��'�����$�
�!'��!���!�"�!���!&���"!�"����
�+!'���"!�!#$"���($!����.

�	
	����	����	������
��������������	�
� !�� "#$0 1!�#�����#���
����2�(���$�������2����$��2�
����� !�!�%����%�&��+���
"!�&$"����+2���"!'���%����$���
�����2�3452���5!���������"���
���������!���('�(!����������"�
������%������##�����!#�
��������$!������$���!(����$!��+2
��%��)���� ��(!����.

%&����������'����
�����������������()
�*+,�+"+0 �%����$('���	!&��%��
��"$�����!�$#(!������%���5��2
����� $����!�����!")�! ����!#
6!���2�$��&$� �!���%���('���$�
"!�!��&$�'��"����.

�������
����	� ���������	���������	��
������������	���	�	�
6�%����%����� 7*88*789���� :7*79;�����������3*4<*:;=
��#$�����' 3*48*<7< 7*=4; :*>:*4>>
���%$� :*3;*>7: %-./0 :*:7*489
�������)� ;4*;=3 :*<;9�������������77*<>4
���%���������% 99*8<: ;9>����������������=7*3>>

�����������% 87*<=3 :*79<�������������7;*;47
�����,����� >8*7<< :*773�������������7>*8>=
	'-����� >=*<:3 3*74:�������������7;*<:=
��������� >3*=88 =>>����������������=4*77=
,$%���� 78*7:= 373����������������3=*>34
��-���%�� 7>*3;9 8:7����������������3>*748
����# 7:*49< <<������������������3:*<83
���2��� 74*>79 79;����������������37*8>=
6��%2��������% 38*;38������� <;;����������������:9*=99
��$�%� 3=*4:7 :87����������������:>*;3;
������� :9*4;; 84 9*8::

���	�� 1%-.2-3(3
�	��
���%(-/40
�	���	�	��
.-.3-.(0
�����	��3-0.-/.(��

�������	

��
�
�
�����

�������������������
�������������������

��������	
		���
����	�
�������
������ ���������
��������������
�
������
���	��	
����	������ 

 �!�
�����	�������
��"�#���	������
	�$������	���$���


� �!�"�"������
�������##����$��#%
#��&&������'��

���%�&'�	����	�	
����
�
��
�(�������	
����
)
����	�*����+	���


�����#(�&&��"&
$�"&��"�"�(�#
��"#���&�"����

,����
�	��
�������
�
	���
	�	����	�-���
���
.�*��/
����	��

)*���+#����$���
�"����(%�������
#���������"��"
�������#&���

,�����-����#���!����
��#����������#�����

012��2����)
��������$
�$��	����
���
	���$�����



.�/����&�����������#������0��
������������������������������	

Patna: The Monsoon Session
for both Houses in bicameral
legislature of Bihar from
August 3 will be held at the
sprawling Gyan Bhawan in
view of the Covid-19 pandem-
ic, sources said. 

The four-day session of
the Legislative Assembly and
the Legislative Council will be

conducted on separate floors of
the Gyan Bhawan at the Samrat
Ashok International
Convention Centre here.

The session of the two
houses is crucial as it would be
the last one before Bihar goes
to polls in October-November
this year.
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� How does it feel like to be back on
sets?

It feels great. I never thought that I
will be away from sets for such a long
time, it feels amazing to be working again.
I feel alive when I am infront of the
camera. My workplace is my temple and
I feel fortunate to be allowed to visit the
temple.
� Is it hard to adapt to the new normal,
especially when you are working?

Yes, it is extremely tough. But since
we don’t have any other option but to
follow all the norms, in order to be safe,
we have to adapt to it. But having said
that, it is tough to take care of sanitisation
and to maintain social distancing. Because
when you are working,  your focus is
solely on work but now the energies are
diverted and yet we have to be our best
and be safe as well.
� Between action and cut, do you
struggle to maintain social distancing?
Does that bother you?

When I am in between the shot, I
don’t think about any other thing but to
give the best shot. Between action and cut,
I am transported to a different world.
When I am enacting a scene, precautions
and social distancing are mere words.
Because it is not practically possible, you
can’t keep a six-feet distance from your
co-actors and then perform. When I am
Prithvi, I am living his world. Once the
director calls it cut, I make sure that I am
following all the norms. Before and after
every scene, I get the floor and things that
I touch, sanitised properly.
� Many shows are now making
sanitiser, face shields and masks a part
of the show. Can we expect the same
with Kundali Bhagya?

No, I don’t think so we are using
any of these things in the scenes.
After the lockdown, it’s been three
weeks since we started shooting
again. Since then we haven’t
used a mask or a face shield
in the  scenes, because the
content doesn’t require
it. People don’t want
to see actors wearing
masks onscreen.
They are already so
bugged up seeing all
these things in their
surroundings. All they want from us is
entertainment, and they have been
longing to see our faces. They will just
change the channel if they will see
similar things in daily soaps too.
� Prithvi is about to bring in a lot of
twists in the show. What should the
audience look forward to?

Ironically, Prithvi has been wearing
a mask, not a precautionary one but a
mixture of the one in Joker and Money
Heist. The reason being the other
characters don’t recognise him. He has
kidnapped Rishabh for obvious reasons,
he wants to snatch all the wealth and
property of the Luthras. He is trying his
best to get the papers signed by Rishabh.
Anyone or everyone who becomes an
obstacle for him, will be in pain. Now
whether he’ll got caught red-handed by
the Luthra family or he will succeed in his
mission is what the audience has to find
out in the coming episodes.
� Were there any apprehensions about
the role, given that it is a negative lead?

Absolutely not. I didn’t have even one
per cent of apprehension. Initially, it was
supposed to be only two-three months
cameo. I was told if the character is well-
received by the audience, it might get an
extension, however there was no
confirmation. But then, the audience
loved Prithvi so much that he became a
part of the show. Also, not to mention
Kundali Bhagya has been a turning point
of my career.
� Was acting always your calling?

I was an entertainer in school and
college. I used to participate in events. I
was always the one to take the first step
and approach the principal, if I can
perform at school functions. Whenever,
I used to perform, I saw a lot of happy
faces around me. That’s when I realised
that I am born to entertain. At that time,
it was just about being an entertainer, that
acting was not so common. Then in my
college days, I started doing street plays

and that got me thinking that I can be
an actor. I attended an acting workshop

in Pune and my teacher told me that
I have the potential to do something

big in life and that I should move
to Mumbai and try my luck.

That’s how I gained trust in
my craft and took a leap

of faith. 
In Mumbai, I did

a diploma in
filmmaking but I
told all my friends
that I am meant to be

infront of the camera.
And if anyone makes a short film, then
he doesn’t need to look for anyone else
because they have an in-house actor in
me. It was followed by auditions and then
my TV career was started with Bairi Piya,
which was a product of Balaji Telefilms.
I started with Balaji, did other shows and
now again I am back to Balaji, it has been
a full circle.
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To see him on the screen as
a posthumous actor gives
you so much angst, the

kind of angst that builds up even
more when you see him as an
engaging youthful character
drawing you into his ultimate
death through this movie. 

Dil Bechara is a sweet love
story between two cancer
patients which may not have
garnered so many eyeballs had
Sushant been with us, but his
tragic death will draw many
more viewers to this last mount
of the youngster, released on an
OTT platform without much
publicity, perhaps because his
death itself is the most potent
propeller for the movie. 

As a tribute, Disney+
Hotstar, the platform on which
the movie has been released, has
opened it for free streaming.
Seeing this movie brings to the
fore the futility of the suicide by
the actor. Such a waste of talent,
such a waste of youth. 

But this movie, based on a

simple yet moving love story of
two cancer survivors and how
they pack their moments in the
face of fast approaching death
comes to you in a gentle
manner, moving you to the core
without really hollering the
prospect of death from the
pulpit. 

Really, it is some fault in our
stars that we lost Rajput in a
manner that he left us but in his
last, he does everything right to
climb into our hearts both with
his acting skills and his
presence. He is sweet, the story
is sweet and the end moments,
almost like a tribute to his soul
before his death, are done with
candid simplicity.

Sanjana Sanghi, as his love
interest, is fresh and happening.
Sushant, on the other hand, is
special which again and again
brings one to his shocking
unexpected suicide.

In fact it leaves you angry
about losing such a young life
to whatever the reason may
have been. Dil Bechara, in that
context, is a film that needs to
be seen both as a tribute and to
freeze some frames of this very
talented person who gave up.
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Old drama in new mould is
what you can call this series
based on a true story. As true

stories go, they are more compelling
than fiction, especially when they
come wrapped in a crime series but
this one is different for the simple
reason that it emotes a narrative that
takes into account so many other
things, like the trauma, fear,
uncertainty, helplessness and fight for
justice of the victims’ families, the
efficacy of certain police protocols, the
brazen indifference of a serial killer and
then and only then the achievement of
a police officer in bringing him to
book.

In this context, the series has
depth of what it conveys and the
impact of this is enhanced by the aptly
timed short six episodes that it takes
to show how two mothers of the two
victims, one who got justice and the
other who did not (brilliantly played
by Imelda Staunton as Karen), cope

with long trials and the castigation of
the cop who risked his job and lost it
in his attempt to bring the killer to
admit to more killings.

That emotions play at all levels is
a plus point for this crime story. The
psychopath does his job well and
makes you very uncomfortable every
time he visits the screen. The police
intrigues within the department are

shown with the subtlety that they
warrant and the path to criminal
justice has been charted with the ifs
and buts that it steps into [pretty often.

A slow burner with not many
twists and turns but that does not make
this one a rippleless line on a monitor.
Its heart beats for the victims, theri
families and the policeman.  

An engaging fare.
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In order to know who is who in
films that have sequels it is
important to see the original.

However, there are always exceptions
to the rule and this latest movie on the
OTT platform comes under this
category. There are a few reasons. First,
in order for the people to follow the
thread, it opens with the lead
protagonist — Elle — telling us where
part one left off and what all had
happened. Second, all through there
are references to the past. This makes
it easy. Also, these movies are based
on Beth Reekles’ Young Adult books
about teen romance. It really doesn’t
need too much introspection except
to know whether the boy and the girl
stay together or not.

While the first was all about
kissing and falling in love, this one is

all about making long distance
relationships work, trying to act
mature even though the green
monster raises its head that leads to a
few tears. But what is teen romance if
it doesn’t come with its share of tears,
angst and heartbreak.

But at the heart of it is the
fundraiser and the kissing booth
where kids find out who their true love
is. The movie is named The Kissing
Booth for a reason.

If you are in a mood to watch a
romantic movie, this one fits perfectly
—  it is cute and sweet.
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This Kannada comedy-drama
movie (it has English subtitles)
would have most probably

bypassed the viewers in North India
had it not been for the OTT platform.
Directed by Pannaga Bharana, the film
is set in the backdrop of Bengaluru city
and talks about the trials and travails
of a foreigner who comes to the city
who then unfortunately gets caught in
the melee of confusion and chaos that
comes with living in a metro and the
problems it throws up when you
don’t know the language.

References to France with prawns
may not be funny but the expressions
of Sal Yusuf who plays the Frenchman
are definitely worth a laugh.And here
lies the hero of the film — the
language barrier and the problems it
lands a French salesman who comes
to the city to attend a conference to sell
drug (read medicine) but instead it
takes him on a journey into the
streets of a city he would have never
undertaken voluntarily with an auto
driver, Asgar, played brilliantly by
Danish Sait.

Sait slips beautifully into this role
with a typical Hyderabadi accent to
boot. His ability to speak different
dialects and ability to interact with a
French tourist is an absolute delight. But
the film has its downs as well. There is
nothing much to offer in terms of a

story given that there are two other
parallel stories running that collide with
the third. One a blundering son who
becomes a don at the death of his father
and the other about Asgar’s sister and
husband. References to Chris Gayle
because he sports a certain hairstyle is
in bad taste and a strict no-no.

Men ogling at the butt of a woman
while she has an argument when her
car hits an auto makes no sense as does
the whole idea of a man staring down
the blouse. Objectifying women in
such a manner is demeaning and
uncalled for in such a senseless
manner.

Despite this drawback, such faux
pas are far and between and the
movie manages to keep you
entertained for most part.
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Delhi Chief Minister Arvind
Kejriwal on Saturday inaugurat-

ed 450-bedded hospital in Burari
and said the number of beds now
increased for coronavirus patients in
the city.

Speaking virtually at the inaugu-
ration of 450-bed Delhi government
hospital in Burari, he said Covid-relat-
ed parameters have improved in
Delhi in the last one month.

“The two crore people of the city,
his Government and the Centre have
together attained victory in control-
ling Covid-19 but the fight is not over
yet. The new Burari hospital will serve
the people of the area and will prove
to be a huge support in the health
infrastructure in Delhi,” he said. 

Health Minister Satyendar Jain
inaugurated the hospital and was
joined through video conferencing by
the Chief Minister.

The Chief Minister pointed out
that in the past one month, cases of
Covid-19 have gone down, deaths
have reduced, recovery rate has
increased and positivity ratio has
lowered.

“This is a result of the hard work
of all the people. I want to congratu-
late all the doctors, nurses, paramedic
staff, officials, and whoever has

worked hard to achieve this goal.”
Kejriwal said, “I am very happy after

inaugurating Burari Hospital today. I
could not be there due to Covid and var-
ious other arrangements. I visited the
hospital a few days back to inspect all
arrangements that were being made in
the hospital. The opening of this hos-
pital will add 450 more beds in the
health infrastructure in Delhi,”

The hospital will eventually have
a total of 700 beds. Around 125 beds
will have oxygen supply and the
capacity will be enhanced in the
coming days, the Delhi government
said in a statement.

Kejriwal said that in the last one

month, the number of cases, positiv-
ity ratio, and death ratio have gone
down, and the recovery rate has
increased. “This is the result of the
hard work of all the people. I want to
congratulate all the doctors, nurses,
paramedic staff, officials, and whoever
has worked hard to achieve this goal,”
he said.

After cases of coronavirus keep
increasing in Delhi, Chief Minister
Arvind Kejriwal and Deputy Chief
Minister Manish Sisodia visited the
hospital to take stock of the arrange-
ments a month back and instructed
the officials to expedite the construc-
tion work of the hospital.
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Delhi Police Commissioner
SN Shrivastava on

Saturday held a meeting about
crime and Covid review,
through video conferencing in
national Capital.

The CP also rewarded per-
sonnel from West, Outer and
Dwarka Districts in recogni-
tion of exemplary outstanding
works performed by them dur-
ing last few days.

“Inspectors Gursewak
Singh and Arvind Tyagi and
Constables Virender, Jaipal and
Jagdish have veen rewarded for

the operation they conducted
in Delhi’s Khyala area while
Inspector Ashok Kumar, SI
Dheeraj and Cts Ghanshyam,
Sajjan, Ombir and Sonu have
been rewarded solving armed
robbery in Raj Park area,” said
Anil Mittal, Additional Public
Relation Officer (APRO), Delhi
Police.

“Inspector Naveen Kumar,
SI Bijender, ASIs Hans,
Mahesh, Surender and Mahesh,
HCs Raj Kumar and Sumit and
Cts Jitendra and Gaje Singh
have been rewarded for solving
armed carjacking and robbery
in Dwarka area,” Mittal said. 
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Delhi Congress accused the
AAP Government of “hid-

ing” actual data of people
infected with coronavirus in
Delhi saying that the number
is far ahead of what the gov-
ernment is showing.

Congress Delhi unit pres-
ident Anil Kumar said it is very
strange that Delhi
Government’s data shows a
lesser number of Corona pos-
itive cases despite the Capital
jumping to the first position
among cities in the country.

Kumar also questioned the
reliability of ‘Rapid Antigen
Test’ (RAT) saying that the
Delhi Government is relying
heavily on RAT but its results
are dubious.

“From June 19 to July 15,
2020 the RAT accounted for 70
per cent (2,81,555 cases) in
Delhi with a positive rate of
6.92 per cent while the 30 per
cent RT-PCR tests (1,20,505
cases) gave a positivity rate of

36.34 per cent which clearly
shows the upward swing of
Corona cases in the Capital,” he
said.

Shockingly, 18 per cent of
the RAT negative cases turned
positive when tested at RT-
PCR, he said.

Rapid Antigen Test being
conducted in Delhi is not a
fool-proof method to deter-
mine the positive cases com-
pared to the RT-PCR tests, he
said adding that the govern-
ment should follow-up all neg-
ative Rapid Antigen Tests with
RT-PCR tests to determine the
exact number of Covid-affect-
ed in the Capital.

Congress vice- president Jai
Kishan said that experts have
also admitted that rapid anti-
gen tests used to conduct tests
at a large scale to get fast
response. 

“The negative cases should
not lull the AAP Government
into a false sense of security, as
the pandemic may surge sud-
denly,” he said.

�������	����	��� ��������

The Delhi Police on Saturday
filed a chargesheet against

former Jawaharlal Nehru
University (JNU) PhD scholar
Sharjeel Imam with sedition
before a court in national
Capital for allegedly inciting
people to indulge in activities
detrimental to the sovereignty
and integrity of the country.

Police made the allega-
tions in its chargesheet filed
before the court in a case relat-
ed to anti-Citizen Amendment
Act (CAA) riots earlier this
year. Police filed the final report
under various sections includ-
ing 124-A (Sedition), 153(A)
(Promoting enmity), 153-A
(promoting enmity, Hatred
between different communi-
ties), 153-B (Assertion preju-
dicial to national integration)
and 505 (spreading rumors) of
IPC and under the sections of
stringent Unlawful Activities
(Prevention) Act.

According to chargesheet,
Sharjeel Imam is accused of
delivering seditious speeches
and inciting a particular section
of community to indulge in
unlawful activities, detrimen-
tal to sovereignty and integri-
ty of the nation. “In the garb of
protesting against the CAA, he
exhorted people of a particular
community to block the high-
ways leading to the major cities
and resort to ‘Chakka Jam’,
thereby disrupting normal life,”
as per chargsheet.

Police in its chgargsheet
further alleged that Iman open-
ly defied the Constitution and
called it a “fascist” document.”In
the name of opposing ‘CAA’ he
also openly propagated block-
ing the ‘chicken neck’ connect-
ing the mainland India with the
Northeast. He also showed
utter contempt and disregard
for the democratic means of
protest,” it said.

NEW DELHI: A 23-year-old
man has been arrested by the
Delhi Police for allegedly imper-
sonating an official of Indian
Army in the national Capital.
Police said that the accused was
wanted in a case and when the
police nabbed him, he showed
an Indian Army identity card
and claimed that he is a “Major”.
The accused has been identified
as Suraj Tiwari, a resident of
Prem Nagar-II in Delhi.

According to PK Mishra,
the Deputy Commissioner of
Police (DCP), Rohini district, on
July 23, a case under section
323/341/34 of Indian Penal
Code (IPC) was registered at
Prem Nagar police station after
a complaint against Suraj was
received by a woman. “During
investigation Suraj was arrested
and as the offence was bailable,
thus, police asked accused Suraj
to produce a surety for availing
bail but accused rather produced
a Identity Card of Major Rank
in Indian Army stating that he
is posted as Major in Indian
Army and police cannot arrest
him,” said the DCP.

“Identity Card shown by the
accused was of inferior quality
and that raised suspicion in the
mind of police official privy to
investigation. Here upon, inter-
rogation of the accused was car-
ried out. He got visibly nervous
while trying to defend cross-
questions and eventually sub-
mitted that the ID card was fake,”
the DCP said. “Suraj told police
that during his school days he
joined NCC and once had an
opportunity to visit IMA in
Dehradun. He got immensely
fascinated by Indian Army
Officers there and developed a
strong penchant for officer’s
uniform. However, his dreams
got stifled as he did not have the
requisite academic qualification
to be an officer in Indian Army.
Notwithstanding his academic
qualification hiccups, he fabri-
cated an ID of Indian Army
reflecting himself as ‘Major’ in
it,” the DCP said. SR
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Lucknow/Ayodhya:Uttar
Pradesh Chief Minister Yogi
Adityanath on Saturday visited
Ayodhya and placed the idols
of Laxman, Bharat and
Shatrughan on the new 'asans'
at the Ram Janmabhoomi tem-
ple site.

The Chief Minister reached
Ayodhya in the afternoon and
took part in a 'puja'. He also
offered prayers at the
Hanumangarhi Temple and
inspected the stones carved
for Ram Temple at Mandir
Nirmaan Karyashala.

He then held a meeting
with seers and members of the
Ram Mandir Trust at the
Vishwa Hindu Parishad head-
quarters at Karsewak 

Puram.
Adityanath is on a short

visit to Ayodhya to review the
preparations for the foundation
stone laying ceremony for the
construction of the Ram
Temple.   The visit comes
ahead of the Prime Minister
Narendra Modi's expected visit
to lay the foundation stone of
the Ram Temple in Ayodhya on
August 5 . The construction of
the temple will start with the 
ceremony to lay the foundation
stone.  

A trust member had said
that in view of the coronavirus
pandemic, only 200 people
would attend the ceremony and
all social distancing norms will
be followed at the event.  PTI
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Uttar Pradesh Chief Minister Yogi
Adityanath has asked all temples in

Ayodhya to carry out special cleaning of their
premises and light lamps on August 4 and 5 to
celebrate the beginning of the construction of
a grand temple of Lord Ram, sources said on
Saturday.

The Chief Minister was on a short visit to
Ayodhya to review the preparations for the
foundation stone laying ceremony for the con-
struction of the Ram temple.

According to Shri Ram Janmabhoomi

Teertha Kshetra Trust members, Prime Minister
Narendra Modi is likely to visit Ayodhya on
August 5 for the “bhoomi pujan” ceremony to
begin the construction of the Ram temple.

The trust has invited Modi to lay the foun-
dation stone of the temple either on August 3
or 5, both auspicious dates, based on calcula-
tions of movements of stars and planets.

Triloki Nath Pandey, the decree-holder of
the Shri Ram Janmabhoomi Teertha Kshetra,
said, “CM Adityanath has asked all temples in
Ayodhya to do special cleaning and purification,
and light lamps on August 4 and 5 to celebrate
the big day.”
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Two Lashkar-e-Tayyeba (LeT) ter-
rorists were neutralised by the

joint teams of security forces in the
Ranbirgarh-Panzinara area of Srinagar
on Saturday. During the operation, no
collateral damage of life and proper-
ty was suffered by the security forces
and the civilians in the area.

Since July 1, the security forces
have eliminated 19 terrorists in nine
operations across Kashmir valley.

In another successful search oper-
ation launched in the forest area of
Marpathri in upper reaches of
Gulmarg, Baramulla security forces
Saturday recovered one Dragunov
Sniper rifle with magazines, 194 AK-
47 rounds. 

Defence PRO in Srinagar, Col
Rajesh Kalia said, "along with the
Dragunov sniper rfile,10 Rifle
grenades & two IED circuits were also
recovered".

Meanwhile, till late evening the
Jammu and Kashmir police had not

officially confirmed the identity of the
slain terrorists, but official sources
claimed both the terrorists were
believed to be the cadres of LeT and
were active in the area since 2018.

The slain terrorists were identified
as LeT Commander Ishfaq Rashid
and Aijaz Ahmand. They were both
local terrorists,official sources
revealed.

In another incident, Jammu and
Kashmir also claimed to have  rescued
one terrorist who had joined pro-
scribed terror outfit Al Badr a few
weeks ago.

According to a police spokesman,
"a joint cordon and search operation
was launched by JKP, 29RR and
CRPF in the Ranbirgarh-Panzinara
area of Srinagar after receiving a spe-
cific tip off about the presence of ter-
rorists on Saturday".

"During the search operation as
the presence of terrorists was ascer-
tained they were given the opportu-
nity to surrender, however they fired
indiscriminately upon the joint search

party, which was retaliated leading to
an encounter",the police spokesman
said.

"In the ensuing encounter, 02
unidentified terrorists were killed
and their bodies were retrieved from
the site of encounter".  Police
spokesman said, the identity of the
killed terrorists is being ascertained.

Meanwhile, in a separate opera-
tion a terrorist hideout was busted by
the joint team  of security forces in
Tral.

According to a police spokesman,
a cordon and search operation was
launched by Awantipora Police, 42 RR
and 180 BN CRPF in the forest area
of Chinphadi Machama Tral on sat-
urday.

During the search in the area, the
joint team busted a JeM terrorist's
hideout. The joint team were able to
recover incriminating materials from
the hideout. 

The incriminating material has
been taken into police custody for the
purpose of investigation.

������
����
��� 6
6,��

In a positive development, the
total number of cured Covid-19

patients discharged so far from
various hospitals in the state
crossed 2 lakh mark in
Maharashtra on Saturday thus
amounting to 56.55 per cent recov-
ery rate, even as 257 people died
of Coronavirus, while 9251 others
tested positive for the pandemic in
the state.

As 7,227 patients were dis-
charged from various hospitals in
the state, the total number of peo-
ple discharged from various hos-
pitals -- ever since the breakout of
the pandemic in the state in the
second week of March - rose
2,07,194 as on Saturday. As a con-
sequence, the authorities pegged

the recovery rate at 56.55 per
cent.

With 257 new deaths, the
total number of deaths in various
parts of the state went up to
13389.  Similarly with 9251 fresh
infections, the total number of
infected cases jumped to
3,66,368.

Of the total 258 deaths, Pune
accounted for the highest 72
deaths, overtaking Mumbai for the
second consecutive day.

Mumbai recorded 52 deaths,
taking the total number of deaths
in the country's commercial cap-
ital from 5,984 to 6,036 and the
infected cases increased by 1,080
to touch 108,060.

Apart from 72 deaths in Pune
and 52 deaths in Mumbai, there
were 49 deaths in Thane, 12 deaths
each in Nashik and Solapur, 9 each
in Palghar and Jalgaon, 7 in
Kolhapur, 6 in Raigad, 5 in
Ratnagiri, 4 in Aurangabad, 3
each in Sangli and Jalna, 2 each in

Dhule and Nanded and one death
each in Nandurbar, Satara,
Sindhudurg, Beed, Akola,
Amravati, Buldhana, Wardha and
Nagpur. In addition one more per-
son from another state died in
Maharashtra. 

The mortality rate in the state
is 3. 68 per cent. The state health
authorities said the number of
"active cases" in the state at
1,43,714. 

With 84851 infected cases and
2298 deaths, Thane continued to
be the second worst hit district in
Maharashtra.  Pune, which has
emerged as the third worst affect-
ed district in terms of spread of the
pandemic, has recorded 73007
infections and 1738 deaths till 
now.

Out of 17,87,306 samples sent
to laboratories, 3,57,117 have test-
ed positive (20 cent) for COVID-
19 until Thursday. Currently,
8,88,976 people are in home quar-
antine while 45,838 people are in

institutional quarantine.
Maharashtra Chief Minister

Uddhav Thackeray inaugurated a
fully-equipped 50-bed Covid hos-
pital in the Reliance Industries Ltd.
educational complex at Nagothane
in Raigad district.

Thackeray also inaugurated a
new Covid-19 Testing Lab with a
capacity of 3,000 tests in Kalyan
and dedicated Corona Care
Centres Kalyan and Dombivali
towns - all in Thane district - in the
presence of Guardian Minister
Eknath Shinde, district Collector
Vijay Suryawanshi and other dig-
nitaries.

The Shree Kutchi Kadva
Patidar Samaj, Dombivali, has
helped set up a 210-bed hospital
including 60 with oxygen and 10
in ICU, plus accommodation for
over a 100 doctors, nurses and
staffers, while the Asra Foundation
of Kalyan has also set up a 194-bed
hospital with 100 oxygen beds and
10 semi-ICU beds.
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Bulandshahr (UP): A 14-year-
old boy has been taken in police
custody for allegedly raping a
2.5-year-old girl at a village in
Uttar Pradesh's Bulandshahr
district, officials said on
Saturday.  Around a dozen men
from the village in Dibai area
have been booked for 
threatening the girl's family
against approaching the police
over the incident on Friday, the
officials said. PTI

:=52�5!���+!2
%�����!����($��
�!������$��
�

����� �
�
�����G

In an unprecedented sitting
prompted after a legislator

tested positive for coronavirus,
the Puducherry Assembly on
Saturday held its Budget session
under a tree and later
adjourned sine die after
approving budgetary alloca-
tions to the tune of � 9 , 0 0 0
crore without discussion.

The House had its session
under a neem tree as the main
hall was shut for sanitisation
following opposition AINRC
MLA N S J Jayabal testing pos-
itive for the virus and being
hospitalised on Friday night.

Hours after the
Appropiration Bill was adopt-
ed, the Lt Governor Kiran Bedi
in her capacity as
Administrator gave her assent
to the Bill, a Raj Nivas com-
munication said.       It was sent
to the Lt Governor for her

assent as per statutory proce-
dure.

With the assent being
given,decks are cleared for gov-
ernment departments to go
ahead with implementation of
various schemes envisaged in
the budget and also to disburse
salaries and allowances and
also pensions by the depart-
ments.

The session, which began
on July 20, already had been an
eventful one with Lt Governor
Kiran Bedi staying away from
delivering her customary
address to the House to mark
the session, in the backdrop 

of her running feud with
Chief Minister V
Narayanasamy.

She had said the budget
did not have her approval, but
the Chief Minister presented it
the same day, after the 
House kept her address at
abeyance.

Bengaluru: Karnataka report-
ed 5,072 new coronavirus cases
in a 24- hour period, taking the
state's total tally to 90,942,
even as 72 more patients suc-
cumbed to the virus, an official
said on Saturday.

The new cases were report-
ed between 5 pm on Friday and
5 pm on Saturday. The state's
death toll now is 1,796, includ-
ing Bengaluru's 862.

Bengaluru continued to be
a coronavirus hotspot, record-
ing the highest number of
cases daily in the southern
state. On Saturday, the city wit-
nessed 2,036 new cases,
increasing Bengaluru Urban's
total tally to 43,503, including
31,882 active cases.

The city accounts for 58

per cent of all the active cases
in the state.

Belagavi accounted for 341
new cases, followed by Ballari
(222), Dakshina Kannada
(218), Mysuru (187) and
Kalaburagi (183).

On a positive note, 2,403
patients were cured and dis-
charged in the past 24 hours,
increasing the total such cases
to 33,750. Of the total cases,
55,388 are still active. The
number of patients in ICUs
declined to 611.

Meanwhile, Bengaluru city
will observe a lockdown on
Sunday. "Please stay at home
and stay safe for tomorrow's
(Sunday) lockdown. It's in your
own interest to break the
chain. IANS
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Jammu: In a momentous deci-
sion, the Government of India
(GoI) has issued a certificate of
GI registration for the Saffron
grown in the Kashmir Valley.
Expressing happiness on the
development, GC Murmu
Lieutenant Governor, Union
Territory of J&K said that this
is the first major step to put
Saffron produced in the
Kashmir Valley on the world
map with authentication. 

With the GI tag, Kashmir
Saffron will acquire more
prominence in the export mar-
ket and would help the farmers
get the best remunerative price.   

Lieutenant Governor while
complimenting the Director
Agriculture Kashmir for pur-

suing GI certification said that
restoring the pristine glory of
Kashmir saffron is top priority
for both the Govt. of UT of J&K
as well as GoI.  He further said
that with the completion and
inauguration of State of Art
Spice Park next month, these
measures will prove to be the
game changer for Kashmir
Saffron.          

Giving further details,
Navin K. Choudhary, Principal
Secretary to Government,
Agricultural production
Department said that GI certi-
fication establishes specific geo-
graphical origin and certifies
certain unique qualities of the
product.  GI certification
enables those who have the right

to use signs in order to prevent
third party using the sign.  

This GI certification would
also stop the prevalent adulter-
ation of Kashmir Saffron and
thereby authenticated Saffron
will fetch much better prices.     

Choudhary further
informed that Kashmir Safrron
is the only one in the world
grown at an altitude of 1600
meters, which adds to its
uniqueness and differentiate it
from other saffron varieties due
to its unique characteristics like
longer and thicker stigma, nat-
ural deep-red colour, high
aroma, bitter flavor, chemical
free processing and high qual-
ity colour strength, flavor and
bitterness. PNS
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From Page 1
Chouhan also said that in

his absence, the meeting to
review the coronavirus situa-
tion will be held by Home
Minister Narottam Mishra,
Urban Development and
Administration Minister
Bhupendra Singh, Medical
Education Minister Vishwas
Sarang and Health Minister
Prabhuram Choudhary.

Talking to PTI, State BJP’s
media in-charge Lokendra
Parashar said that Chouhan
was shifted to Covid-19 desig-
nated Chirayu Medical College
and Hospital in the state capi-
tal.

“The CM has said that no
special treatment should be
given to him. He said that he
should be treated like a com-
mon man. Therefore, he decid-
ed to get admitted to Chirayu
Medical College Hospital,

where other Covid-19 patients
are being treated,” Parashar
said.

Meanwhile, State Congress
chief Kamal Nath, in a tweet,
wished Chouhan a speedy
recovery.

Congress veteran Digvijaya
Singh said, “It is sad that Shivraj
ji was found corona positive.
May God cure you soon. You
should have maintained social
distancing, which you did not.
Take care in future,” Singh
said. “Bhopal police had regis-
tered an FIR against me, but
how would (the police) have
done that against you?” Singh
said further.

The Congress leader was
referring to a case filed against
him last month for allegedly
flouting social distancing
norms during a protest held in
Bhopal.

BJP leader and former
union minister Jyotiraditya
Scindia also wished him a
speedy recovery. PTI 

From Page 1
On the current situation on

the volatile border in terms of
de-escalation, Joshi said there is
a method to every process. The
ongoing military talks with the
Chinese are no different, and
certain commitments are
required from the two sides for
the process to move ahead pos-
itively.

“While we are investing
sincerely in this ongoing endeav-
our to bring about peace along
the border, we also remain pre-
pared at all times for any even-
tuality,” Joshi said.

His observations came after
the first phase of disengagement
got over some days ago with the
Chinese troops pulling back
from standoff areas at Galwan
and Patrolling Point (PP) 15 but
only partially from PP 17A. At
Pangong Tso, where the Chinese

troops intruded above about five
to six kms from Finger 8 to
Finger 4 area, they only moved
back from the base of Finger 4
to Finger 5 but continue to
remain on the ridgelines of
Finger 4 overlooking Indian
positions.

Meanwhile, the Indian secu-
rity establishment was not tak-
ing any chances and the armed
forces were preparing for a long
haul. Apprehending a drawn-out
withdrawal by the Chinese over
the coming weeks, the Indian
side was also gearing up for
harsh winter. 

The winter stocking of
essential like clothes, food, and
ammunition besides other relat-
ed items was stepped up and
endless rows of trucks were fer-
rying these essentials. The tar-
get was to finish the stocking
before snow blocks Zozilla pass
lining Ladakh with the rest of the
country.

From
Page 1
A resi-

dent of
n o r t h e a s t
D e l h i ’ s
Bhajanpura
area, Narayan is survived by his
wife and two sons, the police
said.

More than 2,500 Delhi
police personnel have been
infected with COVID-19 so far.
Of these, more than 2,100 have
recovered and resumed their
duties, while over a dozen suc-
cumbed to the virus.

From Page 1
There will be floor mark-

ers, a metre apart, for people to
stand, while hand sanitising
stations are being placed all
across cinema halls for disin-
fection and hygiene. There will
also be a major change in the
cinema viewing experience as
there will be a one-seat gap
between customers. However,
if one is booking tickets with
friends and family, they will be
seated together but the seats at
the sides will be left empty. The
intermission will also be
extended along with a row-wise
exit to avoid crowding in the
auditoriums.

Cinema theatre business
earns about Rs 12,000 crore per
year. About Rs 1,000 crore is
lost every month as the theatres
are shut. According to the
IANS, Information and

Broadcasting (I&B) Secretary
Amit Khare has written to the
Ministry of Home Affairs
(MHA) to consider reopening
cinema halls all over the coun-
try from August. I&B Secretary
Amit Khare indicated this at a
close-door industry interac-
tion with the CII Media
Committee on Friday. He said
his opposite number in the
Home Ministry, Ajay Bhalla,
will take the final call.

The attendees at the meet
included media CEOs like NP
Singh of Sony, Sam Balsara
(Madison), Megha Tata
(Discovery), Gaurav Gandhi
(Amazon Prime), Manish
Maheshwari (Twitter), S.
Sivakumar (Bennett Coleman
and Co Ltd), and K. Madhavan,
head, Star & Disney, and also
Chairman, CII Media
Committee.

From Page 1
The Parliamentary Affairs

Department issued a notifica-
tion in this regard on Saturday
after receiving consent of
Governor Phagu Chauhan.

Assembly Speaker Vijay
Kumar Choudhary told PTI
that conducting a session in the
Vidhan Sabha was not feasible
because of limited space where
maintaining social distancing
was not possible and hence, it
was decided to organise the ses-
sion in the spacious State
Government-owned Gyan
Bhawan.

“The hall on the second
floor in the Gyan Bhawan has a
seating capacity of 800. All 243
members of the Assembly can
be comfortably accommodated
while maintaining Covid pro-
tocols,” the Speaker said.

Choudhary said the entire
premises will be regularly sani-
tised and there would be ade-
quate arrangements of sanitisers
for the members during the ses-
sion. Like the Assembly, the
Bihar Legislative Council will
meet for its Monsoon Session at
the Gyan Bhawan due to the
pandemic. PTI

From Page 1
The Congress will hold a

nationwide Online Campaign
“Speak Up for Democracy” on
Sunday. Congress general sec-
retary KC Venugopal said that
this is to raise voice “against
BJP’s constant attempts to top-
ple elected Governments and
misusing constitutional bodies
for their dirty political games.”
This will be followed by
protests in front of Raj Bhavans
across the country on July 27.

Meanwhile, the BJP has
demanded that the Chief
Minister be booked under IPC
Section 124 for the latter’s ‘Raj
Bhawan gherao’ comment. The
party has submitted a referen-
dum to the Governor, to this
end.

A BJP delegation led by
State party president Satish
Poonia and Leader of

Opposition Gulab Chandra
Kataria met the Governor.

Addressing reporters after
the meeting, Rajasthan BJP
chief Satish Poonia and other
BJP leaders slammed Gehlot
and the Congress leaders,
accusing them of theatrics and
preventing the Governor from
carrying out his constitution-
al duty.

“There is a procedure to be
followed for calling an
Assembly session but the Raj
Bhavan was made a theatre for
a sit-in. Is that proper? They are
violating the Epidemic Act,”
Poonia, who led the delegation,
said, adding, “We have asked
the Governor that focus should
be on coronavirus. It is out of
control in Rajasthan”.

“This is no way to demand
an Assembly session. You can-
not gherao (picket) the Raj

Bhavan. You cannot give dhar-
nas (protests) and demand an
Assembly session,” Gulab
Chand Kataria, the Leader of
the Opposition, said.

“The Cabinet has the right
to ask for an Assembly session
but you have to give reasons for
it. The Congress is not giving
any reasons for calling the
Assembly,” Kataria added,
repeating his call for CRPF pro-
tection for the Governor.

Rajendra Singh Rathore,
who is the Deputy Leader of
the Opposition in Rajasthan,
said: “This Government is
headed for a constitutional cri-
sis”. 

Sources in Delhi said that
the Centre may issue directive
under Article 355 to ask the
State Government to refrain
from taking coercive step to
arm-twist the State Governor.
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Prime Minister Narendra
Modi is likely to hold a

meeting with Chief Ministers
of the States and representatives
of the Union Territories on July
27 to discuss the Covid-19
pandemic crisis and unlock 3.0.
The main agenda of the meet-
ing is expected to be on the
health scenario and the way
forward and policies to be
adopted from July 31, the cur-
rent unlockdown guidelines
end.   

Union Home Minister
Amit Shah and Health Minister
Harsh Vardhan will also take
part in the meeting along with
the Prime Minister to address

the concerns of the States.
After the inputs from the States,
the Centre will hold a series of
consultations with officials
across the country and formu-
late the new un-lockdown
guidelines from August 1.
There were inputs from many
states to continue the existing
norms till August 15, consid-
ering the current situation. 

Many States have already
informed the Centre on con-
tinuing restrictions on large
gatherings and implementing
social distancing norms. States
have already sought financial
assistance from the Centre in
increasing the health infra-
structure and creating specific
Covid-19 treatment centres in
each district.  
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Indian Institute of Technology
(IIT) Kharagpur researchers

have developed a cost-effective
portable diagnostic device that
can detect Covid-19 infection
within an hour and estimated
to cost just �400.

This entire test can be con-
ducted in an ultra-low-cost
portable enclosure as an alter-
native to specialised laborato-
ry equipment. The same
portable unit can be used for a
large number of tests, on mere
replacement of the paper car-
tridge after each test.

The device has been
proven to produce no false
result with remarkable accura-
cy and sensitivity compatible to
standard RT-PCR tests, said
Prof. Suman Chakraborty from

the Mechanical Engineering
Department, and Dr. Arindam
Mondal from the School of Bio
Science, both from IIT
Kharagpur. The technology
essentially deploys a disposable
simple paper-strip for chemi-
cal analysis and visualization of
results.

“The new device has been
designed to be usable at loca-
tions with extremely poor
resources in an uncontrolled
environment, catering the
needs of the underserved pop-
ulation.  Moreover, it can be
operated by minimally trained
personnel, precluding the
needs for skilled technicians,”
said Dr Chakraborty.

While the Institute can
produce the testing kit up to a
certain scale, patent licensing
will facilitate commercializa-
tion opportunities for medical

technology companies.
Dr Mondal added, “The

unique portable device devel-
oped by the IIT Kharagpur
researchers has not only been
validated for the diagnostics of
Covid-19, but also been
designed to be capable of
detecting any other kind of

RNA virus by following the
same generic procedure. The
impact of this, therefore, is long
lasting, empowered by the
capability of detecting unfore-
seen viral pandemics in the
coming years that may poten-
tially endanger human lives
time and again.”

The project received finan-
cial support from the Institute
in late April after Professor V
K Tewari, Director, IIT
Kharagpur, decided to set up a
fund to support Covid-19 relat-
ed research and product devel-
opment.

“We are ready for com-
mercialization of the product.
Any corporate or start-up can
approach the Institute for tech-
nology licensing and commer-
cial scale of production. The
Institute is open to tie-ups,” said
Dr Tewari.

New Delhi: Railway Minister Piyush
Goyal hit back at the Congress on
Saturday after Rahul Gandhi accused the
Railways of making profit through
Shramik trains, alleging that only those
who “looted” the country can call sub-
sidy a profit.

“Only those who looted the country
can describe subsidy as profit. The rail-
ways spent more money in running
Shramik trains than it received from State
Governments. People are now asking
what happened to Sonia ji's promise of
paying for people's tickets,” Goyal tweet-
ed.

Congress president Sonia Gandhi
had said during the migrant crisis that
her party will pay for tickets of Shramik

train passengers after reports emerged
that they, mostly poor migrants, were
made to pay for their journey.

On Saturday, Congress leader Rahul
Gandhi accused the Government of
benefitting by making profits during the
coronavirus-induced lockdown when
people were in trouble.

“There are clouds of disease and peo-
ple are in trouble, but one seeks to ben-
efit -- this anti-people Government is
converting a disaster into profits and is
earning,” he said in a tweet in Hindi, tag-
ging a new report.

The railways spent �2,142 crore on
running Shramik Special trains but
earned a revenue of just �429 crore, offi-
cial data showed PTI

New Delhi: The Drug Controller
General of India (DCGI) has can-
celled the rapid diagnostic kit import
licenses of three firms —Cadila
Healthcare, MDAAC International
and N W Overseas —and suspend-
ed that of 16 others noting that the
USFDA has removed the manufac-
turers from their list of Coronavirus
serology test kits with directions
that they should not be distributed.

The companies were issued show
cause notices on July 17 asking why
their import licenses shall not be can-
celled since the diagnostic kits of the
manufacturers have been removed by
USFDA with direction that it should
not be distributed from the list of prod-
uct of serology test kits for Covid-19

disease, according to a DCGI official.
The firms were directed to sub-

mit their reply by July 20, failing
which it would be presumed they
have nothing to say in the matter and
action deemed fit will be initiated
under provisions of the Drugs and
Cosmetics Act.

“Your response to the show cause
notice has not been found satisfactory
with respect to removal of said kit, by
USFDA from their list mentioning
not to distribute,” the DCGI order
issued to the 16 companies on July 21
stated.  “However, it has been men-
tioned by you to not to cancel your
said import license for the above
product. Therefore, in public interest,
your import license for above prod-

uct becomes inoperative and stands
suspended, till further orders,” it
said.

As for the three companies
whose licenses were cancelled, the
orders said, “Your response to the
show cause notice has not been
found satisfactory with respect to the
removal of said kit, by USFDA from
their list mentioning not to distrib-
ute.”

“Further, it has been mentioned
by you that you intend to surrender
your license for the above product.
Therefore, in public interest, your
import license for above product
becomes inoperative and stands can-
celled with immediate effect,” as per
the order. PNS
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The BSF is conducting a
field trial of hand-held

ground penetrating radar to
detect tunnels, Improvised
Explosive Devices (IEDs) and
landmines along the Indo-Pak
border.

When deployed, the state-
of-the-art equipment will help
the BSF in curbing smuggling
of arms and drugs besides
infiltration of terrorists through
the tunnels. The deployment of
these portable radar sets will be
done once the feedback from
the ground is satisfactory, offi-
cial sources said.  

The move to test the effi-

cacy of the hi-tech equipment
of Israeli-origin on the ground
comes days after the Union
Home Ministry gave a go ahead
for it.

The Ground Penetrating
Radar (GPR) weighing only 5
kg is completely man-portable
and can be operated in a hand-
held manner. The GPR is fitted
with an LCD screen and an
integrated telescopic rod capa-
ble of automatically identifying
the target and displaying the
same on the screen.

A high-level committee of
the Union Home Ministry that
included BSF representatives
has approved the required
specifications of the equip-

ment being tested.
The Border Security Force

(BSF) is the world’s largest
border guarding force tasked to
secure the frontiers along
Pakistan and Bangladesh. The
BSF is also the Lead Intelligence
Agency along these two fron-
tiers and smuggling arms and
ammunition besides drugs as
also infiltration is a major
challenge for the Force that has
to conduct patrols in terrains
that include non-motorable
areas covered with elephant
grass. 

The IEDs and mines pose
realtime danger to the person-
nel on patrol duties, an official
said, adding the equipment

will help in keeping a better
track of the movement of ter-
rorists.

The GPR, a technology
first perfected by Israel, is
capable of detecting different

categories of mines and IEDs in
varied soil conditions, the offi-
cial said.

The technology is estimat-
ed to strengthen the proposed
smart fencing and counter-
infiltration grid besides curb-
ing the menace of smuggling
syndicates along the Western
frontier with Pakistan that
often use underground tunnels
for movement of contraband.

The radar system also has
an inbuilt data-storage facility,
both external storage of 16 GB
and integrated 4 GB internal
memory. The real-time detec-
tion of IEDs and mines will
help in swiftly defusing the
hidden explosive devices, offi-

cials said.
The prevalent system

deployed for detecting mines
and IEDs is a time-consuming
measure as the BSF and Army
together could detect just six
cross-border tunnels along the
border in Jammu region since
2012. Manual detection meth-
ods have also delivered similar
findings along the border with
Pakistan adjoining Punjab and
Rajasthan.

The tunnel detecting
equipment is being tested even
as Pakistan-backed terrorist
groups are now using drones to
send shipments of weapons
across this side of the 
border.
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As the coronavirus cases
continue to rise at an

alarming rate in India, some
States have resorted to a com-
plete lockdown while several
others opted for partial or
weekend lockdown to prevent
the transmission of virus infec-
tions.  Of the total 739 districts,
at least 64 districts are still
under a complete lockdown
while 119 have partial lock-
down or weekend lockdown.

West Bengal’s Kalimpong
district will go for a complete
lockdown for seven days from
Sunday even as  Kerala is
mulling re-imposition of a
complete lockdown.

Bihar, Sikkim, Manipur
and Kashmir valley are under

complete lockdown while West
Bengal, Punjab, Uttar Pradesh
and Madhya Pradesh have
opted for weekend lockdowns.
If 'Janata Curfew' is in place in
Nagpur city for July 25-26,
Bhopal is under lockdown
from July 24 till August 3.
Interestingly, state governments
have chosen lockdowns as per
their convenience.

Since the lifting of the
lockdown, the number of coro-
navirus cases in the country has
almost doubled from 604,993
on June 1 to over 13.80 lakh
cases on July 25. India’s total
coronavirus case tally is set to
hit the 1.5 million mark in
seven days’ time if it continues
to rise at the same pace.

As per data, complete lock-
down has been reimposed in 64

districts that include 38 in
Bihar, 10 in Sikkim, 10 in
Kashmir, five in Odisha, one in
Arunachal Pradesh, one in
Madhya Pradesh. 

Under the complete lock-
down, only essential services
including medical facilities,
goods movement and media
are allowed. 

There are 119 districts
across India that are under par-
tial or weekend lockdown that
include Punjab’s 22 district,
Uttarakhand (2), Maharashtra’s
(9), Goa (1), Karnataka (5),
Chhattisgarh (5), Odisha (23),
Tamil Nadu (37), Assam (2) ,
Nagaland (11) and Arunachal
Pradesh (1). In partial lock-
down, restricted movement of
people with e-passes is
required.

The Nitish Kumar
Government has imposed a
complete lockdown in 38 dis-
tricts in the state till July 31.
Despite low testing, the num-
ber of Covid-19 cases rose to
33,511 cases in the State.

Sikkim has imposed a
complete lockdown in its four
districts from July 21 to July 27
and all 10 districts in Kashmir
valley is also under the lock-
down till July 27. A weekend
lockdown has been imposed in

Jammu from July 24.
Nagaland also extended

the lockdown in its six districts
till  July 31. Odisha has
announced a 14-day complete
shutdown in Ganjam,
Khurdha, Cuttack, Jajpur dis-
trict and Rourkela Municipal
Corporation area till July 31
midnight as the number of
cases rose to over 22,683.

In Maharashtra, partial
lockdown has been extended
till July 31 and inter-district
travel has been restricted. The
Mamata Banerjee Government
has announced complete lock-
down across the State for two
days every week. 

There will be a complete
lockdown in West Bengal on
July 23, 25 and 29.

In Arunachal Pradesh, the

ongoing lockdown in the
Itanagar Capital Region (ICR)
has been extended till August
3 while Kerala's capital
Thiruvananthapuram will stay
under a strict lockdown up to
the midnight of July 28. 

The Uttar Pradesh gov-
ernment has imposed lock-
down in four areas of capital
Lucknow--Ghazipur, Sarojni
Nagar, Indira Nagar, and
Ashiyana. Lockdown has been
imposed in Srikakulam district
in Andhra Pradesh for 14 days
and in Karnataka the lockdown
in Kalaburgi district has been
extended till the midnight of
July 27.

The national lockdown
across India was lifted after 68
days from June 1. But the
union home ministry has

allowed state governments to
enforce lockdowns or any other
restrictions to control the
spread of Covid 19.

As per government data, at
least 20 districts worst affected
by the novel coronavirus dis-
ease account for nearly 65-70
percent of the coronavirus
infections cases in the country.
Out of these, seven districts are
in Maharashtra, three in Tamil
Nadu, two each in Gujarat and
Haryana. Delhi is taken as one
whole district while the states
of Telangana, West Bengal,
Madhya Pradesh, Karnataka
and Rajasthan contain one dis-
trict each.

The data shows that so far,
at least 512 out of over 700 dis-
tricts in India have had at least
one covid-related death. 
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In the wake of various reports
showing that antibodies

against SARS-CoV-2 may not
be long-lasting, the Indian
Council of Medical Research
(ICMR) is mulling a study to
assess the immunological
response to the virulent virus
that has swept the world. In
India, the virus has infected
over 13 lakh people while
claiming over 30,000 lives.

Sources in the ICMR said
that scientists from the research
institute will collaborate with
researchers at AIIMS-Delhi
where a cohort of recovered
Covid-19 patients will be stud-
ied over a period of time to
assess their antibody levels and
its role in coming months.

“We need to examine
whether the population, at
least, in high exposure areas, is
any closer to herd immunity
which will depend on the type
of antibodies produced,” said
the sources at the ICMR.

“For example, are they neu-
tralising antibodies? And how
long will they last or how
quickly might they wane? We
could do these studies on peo-
ple at least in containment
zones with high exposure lev-
els,” they added.

There have been reports
that levels of antibodies against
SARS-CoV-2, the virus that
causes Covid-19, dropped dra-

matically over the first 3
months of infection in 34 peo-
ple recovered from mild illness.

“Antibody levels against
the novel coronavirus
decreased by about half every
73 days and, if that rate were
sustained, would be depleted
within about a year,” according
to researchers from University
of California at Los Angeles.
Their research letter has been
published in the New England
Journal of Medicine.

Yet another report pub-
lished in Nature showed rapid-
ly decreasing antibody levels
after infection. The results also
dim hopes for “immunity pass-
ports,” which some govern-
ments have suggested would
allow recovered Covid-19
patients to return to work or
travel on the presumption that
they were immune against
reinfection, and well as for
lasting herd immunity, in
which at least 60 percent of
people are immune after recov-
ering from infection.

“The results call for caution
regarding antibody-based
'immunity passports,' herd
immunity, and perhaps vaccine
durability, especially in light of
short-lived immunity against
common human coronavirus-
es,” the authors wrote. “Further
studies will be needed to define
a quantitative protection
threshold and rate of decline of
antiviral antibodies beyond 90
days.”
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The Indian Army, as an instru-
ment of national power, has

been in service of the Nation in
both peace and war. Operationally
well seasoned and always ready for
achievement of the National objec-
tives, it is a professional army
based on values, experience, reg-
imentation, customs, traditions,
ethos and culture. Legends and
exploits of yore form a staple diet
of motivation for the officers and
soldiers of the Indian Army.
Indian Army’s saga of valour and
fortitude has cut quite a wide
swathe of history around the
world. The Indian Army has
shown its mettle and resolve to
protect India’s sovereignty in every
operation that it has undertaken
and will continue to place the
nation first, always and everytime.

Ethos of Indian Army
The infusion of high technol-

ogy based precision weaponry
has enhanced the lethality of
future warfare manifold. The spec-
trum of threat ranges from the
nuclear to the conventional and
the assymetric, with terrorism
emerging like a hydra-headed
monster. Add to this the rigours
of climate i.e. the glacial heights
and extreme cold, dense moun-
tainous jungles and the heat and
simoom of the deserts. Such are
the trying environs in which a sol-
dier operates. However, to a sol-
dier facing such challenges and
going beyond the call of duty is but
second nature. Life’s turbulences
and turmoils have a special flavour
for him. For those not exposed to
a war or war like environment, this
flavour is beyond the realms of
imagination. The Indian Army
soldier is infused by a set of val-
ues that make the soldier willing-
ly face a plethora of challenges and
difficulties, and when the call
may come, to give the ultimate
sacrifice in the service of the
Nation. The ethos of the Army is
ingrained in all soldiers with an
unwavering will to succeed,
accepting their grave responsibil-
ity and an unbridled ability to give
their lives for others; confident
that in return the nation will look
after them and their families. The
values of the Army infused in the
soldier through the years of train-
ing are enumerated below
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These values stoke the attitude
of Service before Self in every sol-
dier. The famous credo of
Chetwode Hall is deeply imbibed
in the men in Olive Green. It is the
spirit of this credo, imbibed in
every officer that binds him with
his men in an unshakeable bond

of camaraderie. The greatest bind-
ing force in the Indian Army
remains unit cohesion and tradi-
tion. Truly heady is this mixture of
Unit identification and traditions
of sacrificial valour, handed down
through centuries. At one point,
victory or defeat becomes irrele-
vant. What matters is - Has the unit
measured up? The Indian Army
has time and again lived up to its
tradition of valour, heroism, sac-
rifice and fortitude. It stands vigil
along the border, watchful, pre-
pared for any sacrifice so that the
people of the country may live in
peace and with honour. The Indian
Army is that and much more.

India-Pak War 1947-48
Pakistan having failed to obtain

accession from the rulers of Jammu
& Kashmir, resorted to use of
force and violence under the garb
of an uprising. The Pakistani mis-
adventure codenamed ‘Operation
Gulmarg’ was launched in the
beginning by tribal militias and ex-
armymen, with regulars.
Immediately thereafter, the
Pakistan Army got fully involved.
Pakistan’s plan emerged on 22
October 1947, when intruders
entered Jammu & Kashmir, armed
with modern weapons and unlim-
ited supply of ammunition. On
signing of the Instrument of
Accession by ruler of Jammu &
Kashmir on 26 October 1947, the
Indian Army airlifted troops into
Srinagar on 27 October 1947.
Fought in rugged, high altitude and
snow bound areas; operations wre
launched with vigour and were sus-
tained through self-reliance. Indian
Army reclaimed most of what was
infiltrated till UN ceasefire on 31
December 1948. 

Liberation of Goa and Diu :
Operation Vijay 1961

Goa and Diu continued as
Portuguese colonies even after the
British left India in 1947. When
the Portuguese refused to give up
their colonies despite a popular
uprising by the people and India’s
diplomatic efforts, the Indian

Armed Forces launched a tri-ser-
vices offensive on 18 December
1961 and liberated Goa and Diu
from the Portuguese.

1971: Liberation of Bangladesh
The 1971 war for the libera-

tion of Bangladesh (Operation
Cactus Lilly) is a landmark con-
flict in the annals of military his-
tory. It was a ‘just war’ that trans-
formed the map of the subconti-
nent and saw the birth of a new
Nation State. Role of Indian Air
Force and Indian Navy was com-
mendable. It was a classical
blitzkrieg. In just 14 days, Indian
Army cut through to Dhaka, the
capital of erstwhile East Pakistan.

Operation Meghdoot — 
April 1984 Onwards

Trouble started in the vast
glaciated expanse known as the
Siachen Glacier, due North of NJ
9842 beyond which the Line of
Control is not demarcated. In this
sector, Pakistan had illegally ceded
Indian territory to China and had
started allowing foreign expeditions
into these areas. In early 1984, it was
learnt that Pakistan was planning
Operation Ababil to occupy the ser-
rated Saltoro Range that forms the
Western wall of the Siachen glaci-
er. In April 1984, a platoon of 4
Kumaon and Ladakh Scouts were
helilifted to the two icy and perilous
passes, Sia La and Bilafond La.

An offensive operation by
own troops to capture Pakistan
post ‘Quaid Post’. The peak was
later renamed as ‘Bana Top’ in
honour of Naib Subedar Bana
Singh. For his act of bravery and
ultimate courage, he was awarded
the Param Vir Chakra.

Operation Pawan
In 1987, while the battle raged

on the Siachen Glacier, there
came a second challenge, a mis-
sion in Sri Lanka. In 1987, nego-
tiations between the Liberation
Tigers of Tamil Eelam (LTTE) and
Sri Lankan Government had
failed. Therefore, it was decided to
send Indian Peace Keeping Force

(IPKF) it was decided to send
Indian Peace Keeping Force
(iPKF) to ensure peaceful and vol-
untary disarmament of LTTE
cadres. Soon our troops had to
resort to the use of force to exe-
cute their mission. Armed with
sophisticated weapons and com-
munication equipment, the LTTE
cadres were a force to reckon with.
Soon formations and units of
Indian Army in Sri Lanka got
involved in intense counter insur-
gency operations; peacekeeping
turned into peace enforcement.

Operation Rakshak
Since Independence, Jammu

and Kashmir has witnessed tur-
moil initiated by Pakistan. Since
the year 1990, Indian Army is
operationally committed to safe-
guard the people and the state
from anti-national activities. 

Kargil War (1999) —
Operation Vijay

The Indo-Pakistan Kargil War
was fought between May and July
1999 in Kargil district, along the
Line of Control extending from Zoji
La in the West to Turtuk (Siachen
Glacier) in the East. The conflict is
referred as Operation Vijay. The
cause of war was the infiltration of
Pakistan’s Northern Light Infantry
into positions on the Indian side of
the Line of Control overlooking and
threatening National Highway 1D.
this was one of the toughest and
longest campaigns of modern times,
as battles took place in high altitude
areas at heights above 12,00 feet.
Our soldiers supported by artillery
and Indian Air Force fought leg-
endary battles in Dras, Kaksar,
Batalik and Turtuk Sectors.

Conclusion
The Indian Army’s operations

since 1947, in the defence of the
nation, have had a glorious prelude
in the yesteryears of the first and
second world wars. The bravehearts
of yore have inspired generations
within the organisation to sacrifice
their lives for the future of their fel-
low Indians. An institution which
delivers every time and on whose
able shoulders rests the security of
1.3 billion citizens, the Indian
Army has proven time and again
that come what may, this land of the
Ganges and Himalayas will always
keep its head high.
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Number of persons getting
diagnosed with Covid-19

is rising by leaps and bounds in
Tamil Nadu. The media bul-
letin issued by the Department
of Health on Saturday evening
says 6,988 persons (almost
7,000)  tested positive for coro-
navirus across the State while
89 persons died during the last
24 hours. These are highest
numbers to be registered by the
Government on a single day
since the pandemic broke out
in March 2020.

The bulletin said there were
52,273 patients across Tamil
Nadu as on Saturday evening.
More than 2.06 lakh people
have been tested positive till date.
The Government is leaving no
stones unturned to identify and
isolate those affected with the
pandemic. There are 115 labo-
ratories across the State which

tested 61,729 persons on
Saturday. Till date a total of 2.2
million persons have been test-
ed by these laboratories making
Tamil Nadu the State which has
tested maximum number of
persons. With 89 persons
breathing their last on Saturday
the total fatalities in the State
have reached a whopping 3,409.

It is back to square one for
Chennai as the Metropolis test-
ed 1,329 positive cases out of
the 6,988 new patients. The
neighboring Chengalpet  (449),
Kancheepuram (442) and
Thiruvallur (385) continued to
lead the table with high num-
ber of patients. Health Minister
Vijayabaskar agreed on Saturday
that discrepancies in testing
have come to the  notice of the
Government. “There were
instances of persons testing neg-
ative ending up as positive  cases
in subsequent tests. We are
installing advanced CT-Scan
instruments in Government
hospitals to ensure foolproof
testing and diagnosis,” said the
minister on Saturday.

������
	���������
�����

Situation in Kerala turned
from bad to worse as 1,103

persons were diagnosed on
Saturday with Covid-19. The
medical bulletin released by the
Government of Kerala said that
838 persons out of the 1,103
positive cases were infected
through contacts while 72 per-
sons failed to identify the source
from where they got infected.

The capital city of
Thiruvananthapuram contin-
ued to have the highest num-
ber of coronavirus patients-240,
followed by Kozhikode (110)
and Kasaragod (105). The last
24 hours registered five deaths
taking the tally to 60.

Transmission through con-
tacts has reached an unprece-
dented level in Kerala, which
had claimed to have flattened
the corona curve as early as
May 8. Out of the 240 persons
tested positive in

Thiruvananthapuram, 218
were infected through social
contact while Kozhikode’s 104
out of the 110 were victims of
contact spreading.  

A total of 1,151 persons
were hospitalised on Saturday.
The number of samples tested
during the last 24 hours was
22,013. Till date, the health
department has sent 6.53 lakh
samples for testing. There are
481 hotspots in the State.
Interestingly, the Government
of Kerala has not furnished the
number of  laboratories func-
tioning in the State unlike
Tamil Nadu where the health
department updates about the
number of laboratories on a
daily basis.
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Gold smuggling case involving
UAE Consulate Staff at

Thiruvananthapuram turned murki-
er on Saturday with Swapna Suresh,
the kingpin and K T Ramees, her
associate , telling the investigating
agencies that the higher ups in the
Consulate were part of the smuggling
operation.

“The UAE Consul General and
the Attaché were part of the smug-
gling operations using diplomatic
channel. For each consignment of
gold smuggled into India, they were
paid $1,500/ each,” Swapna and
Ramees reportedly told the Customs
officers during the interrogation.

This statement finds mention in
the affidavit submitted by the
Customs in the special court in
Kochi which is expected to hear the
bail applications filed by the duo on
Monday.

The Consul General and the
Attaché are not in India. While the
Consul General left the country
immediately after the covid-19 broke
out, the attaché reportedly fled after
the smuggling operation was busted
by the Customs and the arrest of
Swapna and her associates.

The Customs and NIA teams in
their raids seized many incriminating
documents linking Swapna to gold
smuggling. A raid on her bank lock-
ers yielded 1 kg gold and cash of Rs
one crore. Though she had said that
it was a marriage gift from a Sheikh
in the UAE who was her father’s
employer, the investigating agencies

are not fully convinced  with her
explanation.

Besides the officials in the con-
sulate, the smuggling cartel consist-
ing of  Swapna, Sarith and Sandeep
Nair had links with many bigwigs in
politics and bureaucracy, said sources
in the investigating agencies privy to
the interrogation.

Meanwhile, the NIA team in its
raids and probes had seized digital
records which prove the complicity of
M Sivsankar, the suspended former
principal secretary to Chief Minister
Pinarayi Vijayan. The NIA has sum-
moned Sivsankar for another round
of questioning to their Kochi office on
Monday.

K Ramkumar, senior lawyer,
Kerala High Court, who has been
commissioned by the Customs
Department told The Pioneer that
evidences collected till date have
made it a water tight case and the role
of the accused have been established
beyond any doubt. “Please remember
that three agencies are probing the
case. There is no way out for the
accused,” said the septuagenarian
lawyer.

The ruling Left Democratic Front
which has scheduled its meeting for
Tuesday cancelled the same on
Saturday siting the Covid-19 pan-
demic. But political Kerala is agog
with rumors that the meeting was
postponed because the NIA’s decision
to interrogate Sivsankar on Monday.
If Sivsankar is arrested by the NIA on
Moday, it would be a major embar-
rassment to the CPI(M), according to
political commentators.
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Taking serious view of the
departures being made by

newly elected MPs, MLAs and
MLCs from the prescribed
practices while taking oaths,
Maharashtra Governor Bhagat
Singh Koshyari on Saturday
urged Vice President M
Venkaiah Naidu and Lok Sabha
Speaker Om Birla to come up
with an advisory to be adhered
to in the context of the form
and oath being read out by
members.

Through separate letters
written to the presiding officers
of Rajya Sabha and Lok Sabha,
Koshyari made a request to this
effect, after observing some of
the newly elected MPs, MLAs
and MLCs were departing from
the prescribed form of language
for oath taking and adding the
names of their party leaders or
venerable personalities while
reading oaths.

The Governor noted that
such directions relating to the
norms to be followed during
the oath taking by the newly

elected MPS, MLAs and MLCs
were needed to preserve the
‘sanctity and dignity’ of the
oath taking process,

“Adding names of party
leaders or any other person to
whom members owe Their
faith or allegiance, to the for-
mat of the oath taking, violates
the sanctity of the oath taking
process,” Koshyari wrote, in
separate letters addressed to the
Vice President and LS Speaker.

The Governor recalled that
he had to personally intervene
and direct some of the mem-

bers being sworn in as
Ministers in Maharashtra to
repeat their oath strictly as per
the prescribed format without
any  addition or deletion.

In this context, Koshyari
urged the Vice President and
Lok Sabha Speaker ‘to examine
and deliberate upon’ the issue
of departure by members from
the prescribed format for oath
and to come up with suitable
directions/ advisories to all
concerned stakeholders so as to
safeguard the sanctity and dig-
nity of the oath taking process.
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Arelentless campaign by vil-
lagers and environmental-

ists and a timely intervention by
Maharashtra’s Tourism Minister
Aditya Thackeray have helped
save a 400-year-old banyan
tree and a crucial tiger corridor
in Maharashtra from various
developmental projects.

After the people from
Bhose village in Sangli district
of western Maharashtra came
together to protest against the
banyan tree being felled down
as part of the Solapur-Sangli-
Kolhapur-Ratnagiri Expressway
project, the villagers and envi-
ronmentalists organized a novel
protest by hugging the banyan
tree and seeking Aditya’s inter-
vention in their crusade.

Simultaneously, a protest
broke out over the auctioning of
auction the Bander coal mine in
Tadoba Tiger Sanctuary,
Chandrapur district, which
would have destroyed more
than 1,200 hectares of prime
forest land, plus the tiger corri-

dor linking the reserve with
sanctuaires in Wardha and
Amravati districts.

On July 16, Aaditya
Thackeray wrote a letter to
Union Minister for Road
Transport and Highways Nitin
Gadkari making a strong case
for saving the tree through
changes in the alignment of the
Ratnagiri-Solapur highway on
state highway 166 which pass-
es through the village.

“This is welcome news.
Coal ministry has issued noti-

fication to withdraw Bander
Coal Mine from auction list of
41 coal blocks. Happy to note
that the eco sensitive region of
Tadoba-Andhari Tiger Reserve
was dropped from the list,”
Aditya had tweeted on
Wednesday.

Simultaneously on
Wednesday last, a team from the
National Highways Authority of
India (NHAI) visited the spot
for a survey and to discuss the
issue in detail with Bhose vil-
lagers, the temple trustees and

environmentalists.
The visiting NHAI con-

cluded that it would not be nec-
essary to cut off the banyan tree
but trim its branches a bit for
the highway to run beside
without causing any obstruc-
tions to the traffic and realign
the service road to save the tree.

Subsequently on Friday,
Aditya tweeted: “A 400 year old
banyan tree in Sangli a District
and a Tiger corridor saved
yesterday. Feels good. 2 inter-
ventions where I had humbly
requested 2 Union Ministers
and received a positive
response from both to assist
saving the environment”.

“I have to thank CM
Uddhav Thackeray ji for per-
sonally writing to the Union
Govt on the same. Along with
him, Forest Minister Sanjay
Rathod ji had written too.
Bandu Dhotre ji led the move-
ment on ground and
@Jairam_Ramesh,” the
Tourism Minister added.
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The total number of coronavirus positive cases in
Jammu & Kashmir has crossed 17,000 as 523

new positive cases, 156 from Jammu division 
and 367 from Kashmir division, were 
reported on Saturday.

Meanwhile, nine Covid-19 patients died taking
the death toll to 305. Significantly, 300 patients were
discharged from different hospitals after they
recovered. 41 patients from Jammu Division and 259
from Kashmir Division were discharged on Saturday.

According to the Media Bulletin, out of 17,305
positive cases, 7,483 are Active Positive, 9,517 have
recovered and 305 have died; 22 in Jammu division
and 283 in Kashmir division.

The bulletin added out of 5,70,508 test results
available, 55,3203 samples have been tested as neg-
ative till July 25, 2020.  

According to the media bulletin, “The Per mil-
lion testing in Jammu and Kashmir has reached
44,744 as against 12,742 in the country, even as the
recovery rate in the Union territory has touched
53.01 per cent as on July 23, 2020.”

The overall positivity rate in the union territo-
ry is 3 per cent as against 8.3 per cent in the coun-
try. It is 1.3 per cent in Jammu province and 4.7 per
cent in Kashmir province.

Jammu and Reasi districts have recorded low-
est, 0.8 positivity in the Union Territory while South
Kashmir district Shopian has witnessed the high-
est positivity rate at 8.3 per cent followed by 5.3 in
Baramulla.

Bandipura and Ganderbal districts in Kashmir
Division recorded lowest 2.3 per cent positivity rate.
In Jammu province, district Ramban is on top with
3.7 per cent positivity rate followed by Rajouri with
2.1 per cent.

The UT has also a considerably low mortality
rate of 1.7 per cent as against 2.4 per cent in the
whole country. The mortality rate in Jammu
province is far low at 0.6 per cent as against 2.0 per
cent in Kashmir.

As per official figures, the Covid recovery rate
in Jammu & Kashmir has touched 53.01 per cent
in 20 days, starting from July 3 till July 23, 2020. The
average cases per million in the Union Territory
stand at 1,339, though it is far low in Jammu divi-
sion at 623 as against 1,899 in Kashmir division.
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Portland: Thousands of pro-
testers gathered outside the
federal courthouse in Portland,
Oregon, into the early hours of
Saturday shooting fireworks
at the building as plumes of tear
gas, dispensed by US Agents,
lingered above.

The demonstration went
on for hours until federal agents
entered the crowd around 2:30
am. And marched in a line
down the street, clearing
remaining protesters with tear
gas at close range. They also
extinguished a large fire in the
street outside the courthouse.

The Federal Protective
Service had declared the gath-
ering as “an unlawful assembly”
and said that officers had been
injured. As the crowd dis-
persed, someone was found
stabbed nearby, Portland police
said. The person was taken to
a hospital and a suspect was
taken into custody.

By 3 am, most demonstra-
tors had left with only some
small groups roaming the
streets.

Earlier Friday night, the
protest had drawn various
organized groups, including

Healthcare Workers Protest,
Teachers against Tyrants,
Lawyers for Black Lives and the
“Wall of Moms.” 

As the crowd grew —
authorities estimate there were
3,000 present at the peak of the

protest — people were heard
chanting “Black Lives Matter”
and “Feds go home” to the
sound of drums.

Later, protesters vigorous-
ly shook the fence surrounding
the courthouse, shot fireworks
towards the building and threw
glass bottles. Many times these
actions were met by federal
agents using tear gas and flash
bangs. The flow of tear gas
caused protesters to disperse at
times, some becoming sick as
others remained toward the
front of the courthouse with
leaf blowers directing the gas
back to the courthouse. Federal
agents had leaf blowers of their
own to counteract.

Daniel Pereyo was one
protester who was tear-gassed.

Pereyo said he had been at
the nearby park watching
drummers and fireworks being
shot, when his face and eyes
began to burn.

“It’s extremely painful,” he
said. “It’s not the worst pain
ever, but it is discomforting and
it’s distracting.” As the clouds of
gas floated down the street, pro-
testers would swiftly regroup
and return to chant and shake
the fence that separates the peo-
ple on the street from federal
agents and the courthouse.

It was unclear whether
anyone was arrested during the
protest. The federal agents,
deployed by President Donald
Trump to tamp down the
unrest, have arrested dozens
during nightly demonstrations
against racial injustice that
often turn violent.

Democratic leaders in
Oregon say federal intervention
has worsened the two-month
crisis, and the state attorney
general sued to allege that
some people had been whisked
off the streets in unmarked
vehicles. AP

Miami (US): Tropical Storm
Hanna was upgraded to become
the first hurricane of the 2020
Atlantic season on Saturday,
moving toward the Texas coast
and threatening to bring heavy
rain, storm surge and possible
tornadoes to a state already
struggling with the coronavirus.

The US National Hurricane
Centre said Saturday that
Hanna’s maximum sustained
winds had increased to 75 mph
(120 kph). The storm was cen-
tred about 100 miles (160 km)
east-southeast of Corpus Christi,
Texas, and was moving west at
9 mph (15 kph).

The centre of Hanna was
expected to make landfall along
the Texas coast within the hur-

ricane warning area Saturday
afternoon or evening, the
Hurricane Centre said.
Additional strengthening is
expected before Hanna makes
landfall. Rapid weakening is
expected after Hanna moves
inland. “The combination of a
dangerous storm surge and the
tide will cause normally dry
areas near the coast to be flood-
ed by rising waters moving
inland from the shoreline,” the
Miami-based agency said.

Maximum sustained winds
stood at 75 mph (120 kph) at 7
am EDT. The storm was centred
about 100 miles (160 km) east-
southeast of Corpus Christi,
Texas, and was moving west at
9 mph (15 kph). AP

Los Angeles: Scientists, includ-
ing those of Indian-origin, have
identified 21 existing drugs that
stop the replication of the novel
coronavirus which causes
COVID-19 in lab studies, an
advance that may lead to the
development of new therapeu-
tic combinations against the dis-
ease.

The researchers, including
those from the Sanford
Burnham Prebys Medical
Discovery Institute in the US,
analysed one of the world’s
largest collections of known
drugs for their ability to block
the replication of the novel
coronavirus, and found 100
molecules with confirmed
antiviral activity in laboratory
tests. 

According to the study,
published in the journal Nature,

21 of these drugs are effective in
blocking the reproduction of the
virus at concentrations that
could be safely achieved in
patients. 

It said four of these com-
pounds could work in combi-
nation with remdesivir, a cur-
rent standard-of-care treatment
for COVID-19.

“Remdesivir has proven
successful at shortening the
recovery time for patients in the
hospital, but the drug doesn’t
work for everyone who receives
it. That’s not good enough,” said
Sumit Chanda, director of the
Immunity and Pathogenesis
Program at Sanford Burnham
Prebys and senior author of the
study.

“The urgency remains to
find affordable, effective, and
readily available drugs that can

complement the use of remde-
sivir, as well as drugs that could
be given prophylactically or at
the first sign of infection on an
outpatient basis,” Chanda said.

In the study, the scientists
performed extensive testing and
validation studies, including
evaluating the drugs on human
lung biopsies that were infect-
ed with the virus, evaluating the
drugs for synergies with remde-
sivir, and establishing dose-
response relationships between
the drugs and antiviral activity.

Of the 21 drugs that were
effective at blocking viral repli-
cation, the scientists found that
13 have previously entered clin-
ical trials for other indications
and are effective at concentra-
tions, or doses, that could poten-
tially be safely achieved in
COVID-19 patients. PTI 

United Nations: An estimated
6,000-6,500 Pakistani terrorists
are in neighbouring
Afghanistan, most of them with
the Tehrik-e-Taliban Pakistan,
posing a threat to both the
countries, a UN report has said.

The 26th report of the
Analytical Support and
Sanctions Monitoring Team
concerning ISIS, al-Qaida and
associated individuals and enti-
ties said that the terror group al-
Qaida in the Indian
Subcontinent (AQIS) operates
under the Taliban umbrella
from Nimruz, Helmand and
Kandahar provinces of
Afghanistan.

“The group reportedly has
between 150 and 200 members
from Bangladesh, India,
Myanmar and Pakistan. The
current leader of AQIS is Osama
Mahmood…, who succeeded
the late Asim Umar.

“AQIS is reportedly plan-
ning retaliation operations in the
region to avenge the death of its
former leader,” it said.

The Tehrik-e-Taliban
Pakistan (TTP), a “large ter-
rorist group present in
Afghanistan”, has claimed
responsibility for various high-
profile attacks in Pakistan and
has facilitated others by Jamaat-
ul-Ahrar and Lahskhar-e-Islam,
the report said. It said that many
former TTP militants have
joined Islamic State in Iraq
and the Levant - Khorasan
(ISIL-K) and member states
expect that the group and its
various splinter groups will
align themselves with ISIL-K.

“The total number of
Pakistani foreign terrorist fight-
ers in Afghanistan, posing a
threat to both countries, is esti-
mated at between 6,000 and
6,500, most of them with TTP,”

it said, adding that a number of
other terrorist groups are active
in Afghanistan, most operating
under the umbrella of the
Taliban but some aligned with
ISIL-K. The report comes over
a fortnight after India at the UN
asked Pakistan to introspect as
to why it is universally acknowl-
edged as the “international epi-
centre” of terrorism and the
“best safe haven for terrorists”,
while urging the global com-
munity to call upon Islamabad
to take sustained, verifiable and
irreversible actions against ter-
ror outfits operating from its soil.

In June this year, Pakistan
Prime Minister Imran Khan
publicly acknowledged the pres-
ence of up to 40,000 terrorists in
Pakistan and that terrorists from
there have attacked the neigh-
bouring countries.

According to the member
states, al-Qaida is covertly active

in 12 Afghan provinces and its
leader Aiman al-Zawahiri
remains based in the country,
the report said.

The monitoring team esti-
mates the total number of al-
Qaida fighters in Afghanistan at
between 400 and 600.

“The leadership maintains
close contact with the Haqqani
Network. In February 2020, al-
Zawahiri met with Yahya
Haqqani, the primary Haqqani
Network contact with al-Qaida
since mid-2009, to discuss the
ongoing cooperation,” it said.

The monitoring team also
estimates the current ISIL-K
membership in Afghanistan at
2,200. The leader is sheikh
Matiullah Kamahwal, previous-
ly the head of ISIL-K in Kunar.
The leadership also includes
Syrian national Abu Said
Mohammad al-Khorasani and
sheikh Abdul Tahir. AP

Houston: US federal agents
and law enforcement officers
have entered the Chinese con-
sulate compound here along
with locksmiths after the mis-
sion was shut down, amidst spi-
ralling tensions between
Washington and Beijing. 

The Trump Administration
ramped up its confrontation
with China this week, ordering
Beijing’s consulate in Houston
to close over concerns about
economic espionage.

The Chinese consulate
located in Houston’s busy
Montrose Boulevard for 40
years closed on Friday evening
as the deadline set by the
Trump administration to shut
down the mission expired.

On Friday, the flag and the
seal of the People’s Republic of
China were taken down from
outside the Houston consulate.
Early in the morning, the con-
sulate staff was seen removing
their belongings from the
building. 

After the Chinese diplo-
matic staff vacated the building,
a number of black SUVs,
trucks, two white vans and a
locksmith’s van entered the
compound, CNN reported.

Around 30 protesters with
banners were seen celebrating
outside the consulate. On
Friday morning, dozens of
protesters from the Falun Gong
religious group despised by
Beijing protested outside the
consulate, declaring a victory of
sorts over the closure of the

mission.
Forty minutes after the 4 pm

eviction deadline passed, a man
believed to be a State
Department official entered the
consulate, along with others,
after a small back door was pried
open, local media reported.

About an hour later, the
fire department crew entered
the building. 

Trump administration offi-
cials provided further details on
Friday regarding their decision
on the Houston mission, claim-
ing the diplomatic outpost was
one of several across the coun-
try facilitating influence efforts

on behalf of Beijing that the US
government said veered into
“the coercive or covert”. 

“The sum total of the
Houston consulate’s activities
went well over the line of what
we’re willing to accept, and
unless we disrupted it, it threat-
ened to become even more
aggressive in Houston and
other Chinese consulates
nationwide,” a senior Justice
Department official told
reporters on a briefing call
organised by the State
Department. 

The Chinese consulate in
Houston, Texas, was opened in

1979.
Apart from now closed the

Houston consulate, an embassy
in Washington and an office at
the United Nations, China
maintained consulates in four
US cities — Chicago, Los
Angeles, New York and San
Francisco.

Tensions between both
nations have escalated in recent
months over the Beijing’s han-
dling of the coronavirus pan-
demic, China’s crackdown on
its Uygur Muslims in Xinjiang
and Beijing imposing a con-
troversial national security law
in Hong Kong.

US Secretary of State Mike
Pompeo has alleged that the
Houston consulate of China
was “a hub of spying and intel-
lectual property theft”.

Top American officials had
also accused the consulate in
Houston of being part of
Beijing’s “espionage operations”
in the US. 

The US said in a statement
that the consulate was ordered
to close “to protect American
intellectual property and
Americans’ private informa-
tion.” The idea to close the
Houston consulate emerged
this spring after China inter-
fered when US officials
returned to the consulate in
Wuhan to retrieve diplomatic
materials, according to a senior
State Department official.

Chinese authorities refused
to let the US officials leave
Wuhan with the pouches, say-
ing they had to search them
before leaving, an aggressive
move that violates the Vienna
Convention which governs
diplomatic relations, CNN
reported.

The encounter left
Secretary of State Pompeo irate,
the report quoted a State
Department official as saying.

In a tit-for-tat move, China
too on Friday ordered the US
to close down its consulate in
Chengdu. While ordering the
closure, China had accused
the US of interfering in its
“internal affairs and harming
national security interests.” PTI
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China on Saturday lodged a
diplomatic protest with the

US over the “forced entry” of
American officials into the
premises of the closed Chinese
consulate in Houston and
vowed to make a “necessary
response” to Washington’s
action.

US federal agents and law
enforcement officers entered
the Chinese consulate com-
pound in Houston along with
locksmiths after the mission
was shut down on Friday.

The Chinese foreign min-
istry said it has expressed
strong dissatisfaction and
opposition to the US law
enforcement officers’ “forced
entry” into the consulate and
lodged a diplomatic protest. 

“China will make a proper
and necessary response in this
regard,” it said. 

In a retaliatory move,
China has already ordered the
closure of the US consulate in
Chengdu in southwest China’s
Sichuan province.

The Consulate in Houston
is the building of the diplomatic
consulate and is also China’s

national property, the min-
istry said. 

According to the Vienna
Convention on Consular
Relations and the Sino-US
Consular Treaty, the US must
not infringe on the premises of
the Chinese Consulate in
Houston in any way, it said. 

Chinese officials report-
edly vacated the consulate on
Friday afternoon after the US
ordered its closure amid accu-
sations of espionage, Hong
Kong-based South China
Morning Post reported.

The Trump administra-
tion accused Beijing of stealing
intellectual property and
claimed that the consulate in
Houston was the “epicentre” of
China’s research theft. 

Vans bearing diplomatic
plates departed the consulate as
the 4 pm Friday deadline
arrived.

At that point, federal agents
checked the locked doors of the
consulate and a locksmith was
seen working to crack the lock
on one door, the Post report
said.

A CNN report also said
that after the Chinese diplo-
matic staff vacated the building,

a number of black SUVs,
trucks, two white vans and a
locksmith’s van entered the
compound. 

The Chinese consulate in
Houston, Texas, was opened in
1979.

Apart from now closed the
Houston consulate, an embassy
in Washington and an office at
the United Nations, China
maintained consulates in four
US cities -- Chicago, Los
Angeles, New York and San
Francisco.

Tensions between both the
nations have escalated in recent
months over Beijing’s handling
of the coronavirus pandemic,
China’s crackdown on its Uygur
Muslims in Xinjiang and
Beijing imposing a controver-
sial national security law in
Hong Kong.

US Secretary of State Mike
Pompeo has alleged that the
Houston consulate of China
was “a hub of spying and intel-
lectual property theft”.

The US State Department
said in a statement that the con-
sulate was ordered to close “to
protect American intellectual
property and Americans’ pri-
vate information.”
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Brasilia: Brazilian President
Jair Bolsonaro said on Saturday
that he has tested negative for
the new coronavirus, based on
a fourth test since he said July
7 that he had the virus.

“Good morning everyone,”
Bolsonaro wrote on Facebook
after reporting that the test was
“negative”.

The 65-year-old leader did-
n’t say when he did the new
test. On Wednesday, he had
tested positive for the third
time.

Bolsonaro also posted a
photo of himself with a box of
the anti-malaria drug hydrox-
ychloroquine, although it has
not been proven effective
against the virus.

Now that Bolsonaro is clear
of the virus, he is expected to

return to mingling in crowds as
he used to do before his diag-
nosis. He had spent many
weekends since the beginning
of the pandemic in close prox-
imity to supporters, sometimes
without wearing a mask.

On Thursday, he was pho-
tographed without a mask
while talking to some sweepers
in the garden of the presiden-
tial residence.

Brazil, Latin America’s
largest nation, is one of the out-
break’s epicentres. 

According to the Brazilian
government, on Friday there
were 85,238 confirmed deaths
due to the new coronavirus.
The country has 2,343,366
confirmed cases. The real
numbers are believed to be
higher. AP
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Khabarovsk (Russia): Tens of
thousands of people marched
Saturday across the Russian city
of Khabarovsk on the border
with China to protest the arrest
of the regional governor on
murder charges, continuing a
wave of protests that has last-
ed for two weeks in a challenge
to the Kremlin.

Sergei Furgal has been in a
Moscow jail since his arrest on
July 9, and Russian President
Vladimir Putin has named an
acting successor. Protesters in
Khabarovsk see the charges
against Furgal as unsubstanti-
ated and demand that he stand
trial at home. Unlike Moscow,
where police usually move

quickly to disperse unsanc-
tioned opposition protests,
authorities haven’t interfered
with unauthorized demonstra-
tions in Khabarovsk, apparent-
ly expecting them to fizzle out
over time. But daily protests,
peaking at weekends, have gone
on for two weeks, reflecting
anger against what local resi-
dents see as Moscow’s disrespect
of their choice and simmering
discontent with Putin’s rule.

Authorities suspect Furgal’s
involvement in murders of busi-
nessmen in 2004 and 2005. He
has denied the charges, which
date back to his time as a busi-
nessman with interests focusing
on timber and metals.  AP
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Colombo: The Sri Lankan
government’s efforts have been
successful in completely curb-
ing the social spread of the
coronavirus and the country
has not witnessed a single
community case for nearly
three months, head of the
COVID-19 task force said.

Lt General Shavendra Silva,
who is also the Army
Commander, said that all the
positive cases since April 30,
including over 500 at the
Kandakadu drug rehabilita-
tion centre, were those who
contracted the virus from Sri
Lankan expatriates whose
return was facilitated by the
government.

“We haven’t found a single
case within the community
since April 30,” Silva told
reporters.

“We have been able to

completely curb its social
spread,” he said. Silva said that
various rumours were being
floated of a second wave of
infections since the detection of
positive cases from the drug
rehabilitation centre two weeks
back, when over 500 people
were put under quarantine.

The government halted the
repatriation of its citizens from
various countries from July 14
in view of the increasing num-
ber of cases.

“We decided to delay the
process of returnees in order to
make the quarantine facilities
available to tackle any possible
spike from the drug rehabili-
tation centre contacts,” he said.

Silva said that around 20,000
people, who were repatriated,
have been quarantined and
another 5,000 returnees are cur-
rently under quarantine. PTI

Hanoi: Vietnam has reported
the first local case of COVID-
19 in over three months.

The 57-year-old man 
from central Da Nang 
city was hospitalised on
Thursday with a fever and res-
piratory distress. The Health
Ministry says his condition
worsened and he was put on a
ventilator.

Health workers have not
been able to trace the source for
his infection. For over a month,
he did not travel outside his
hometown, where no case of
COVID-19 has been reported
since April.

Da Nang city authorities
have isolated the hospital he
had visited and those who had
been in contact with the man
in the past weeks. His family
members and over 100 others
have initially tested negative for
the coronavirus. AP
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The United States
announced Friday it will

not take in any new foreign
students seeking online-only
study, after rescinding a hotly
contested order to expel those
already here and preparing
for that because of the pan-
demic.

The policy change was
announced in a statement by
Immigration and Customs
Enforcement.

President Donald Trump
has made a tough line on
immigration a cornerstone of
his message and has suspend-
ed several kinds of visas for
foreigners during the coron-
avirus crisis.

The original policy change
of revoking the visas of foreign

students whose classes will
move online in the autumn
was taken to court by top uni-
versities including Harvard
and MIT, teachers unions and
at least 18 states.

And on July 14 the admin-
istration reversed course and
rescinded the decision.

That measure had been
seen as a move by Trump to
put pressure on educational
institutions that are adopting a
cautious approach to reopen-
ing amid the global COVID-19
pandemic.

Trump is eager for schools
at all levels to reopen with in-
person classes as a sign of a
return to normality as he fights
an uphill battle for re-election
in November.

He is pushing for this even
though the virus is out of con-

trol in some states, with the US
death figures a world-high of
more than 144,000.

His administration is leav-
ing it largely up to states them-
selves to figure out how to
open schools safely.

There were more than one
million international students
in the US for the 2018-19 aca-
demic year, according to the
Institute of International
Education.

Many schools depend
heavily on the tuition paid by
those students.

Most US colleges and uni-
versities have not yet
announced their plans for the
fall semester but Harvard has
said all its classes for the 2020-
21 academic year will be con-
ducted online, “with rare
exceptions.”
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Most of the measures taken
by the Government in

this financial year will definitely
show results and drive the
country to have at least a 6 per
cent growth rate in the FY22,
economists and industry lead-
ers stated on Saturday.

Speaking at the Webinar
organized by ASSOCHAM
titled- “Economic Outlook:
Post Pandemic”, Ajit Ranade,
president and chief economist
at Aditya Birla Group explained
that the last three months have
been quite unprecedented.

“In the April- June quarter,
there has been a minus 15 per
cent contraction. The foreign
investors have pulled out
almost $16 billion from the
Indian markets, however, the
domestic investors have been

continuously investing money
to the tune of almost Rs 90,000
crore back in the stock markets.
There is a lot of enthusiasm and
optimism which is leading the
markets to boom and this is
really amazing,” he said.

According to Ranade, there
would be a sharper recovery to
the tune of at least 6 per cent
in the financial year 2022 due
to several factors.

“The agriculture sector is
doing very well and is expect-
ed to grow at least to the tune
of 3 to 4 per cent. The mini-
mum support price (MSP) pro-
gram by the government was a
huge hit not only in good
states like Punjab and Haryana
but also in other smaller states.
This will give some momentum
in the next year,” he said.

He also added that the
rural employment guarantee

program was a huge success
and saw the numbers almost
doubling. “Also the MGNRE-
GA program was a huge
achievement. The Fiscal stim-
ulus package 2.0 as it known
will play a big role in shaping
up the things to come and help
in reviving the growth momen-
tum,” he pointed out.

Rathin Roy, Director,
National Institute of Public
Finance and Policy, and a for-
mer member of the Prime
Minister’s Economic Advisory
Council explained that the
industry would need to collec-
tively chalk out a plan and pre-
sent it to the government.

“The industry leaders
would need to take the lead and
chalk out a three-year plan and
present it to the government.
The role of the government
would be limited and it’s the

industry that would need to
take the lead. Let it work on the
reverse,” he added.

Tirthankar Patnaik, chief
economist at the National Stock
Exchange (NSE) explained that
despite the negativity seen ear-
lier on the stock exchanges, it
took very little time for it to
bounce back.

“From March 20, the stock
markets started going up, that
is because the global and the
Indian stock markets look at
the short term nature of the
coronavirus,” he said.

Patnaik added that though
the growth is largely out of the
base effect and the impact may
not be likely to go away.

“The NPAs are likely to be
in the tune of 12 per cent to 15
per cent; however the markets
do not see this continuing in
the long run. Also for the

FY22, the earnings have not yet
been downgraded and expect
the earnings to catch up,” he
added.

Shekhar Shah, Director
General of the National
Council of Applied Economic
Research (NCAER) stated that
there is a lot of transformation
going on in the country at the
moment.

“Digitalisation is going to
be the key factor. In the last
four months, most employees
while working from homes
have managed to get around
80-90 per cent of productivity,
think about the saving it would
have on the external factors.
This would propel a huge leap
in certain critical areas,” he said.

He also informed that it is
time to reset our thinking on
health policies. “Due to the
pandemic, the fault lines in the

society have been revealed.
While we have been concen-
trating too much on the rural
areas, it is also time to think as
much for the urban safety nets
as well. While we think about
the cure, we need to think
much more about the preven-
tion,” he informed.

Suman Bery, Global Fellow
Asia Program of the Woodrow
Wilson International Center for
Scholars, Washington DC stat-
ed that there is a need to pri-
oritize the relief, recovery and
reform structure and deal with
the issues in a sequence.

“The Atmanirbhar Bharat,
global linkages and search for
a new growth model are the
need of the hour. The medical,
humanitarian, economic, and
political differences need to be
resolved. The framework of
government’s focus should

include supply side, demand
side, and terms of trade,” he
said.

Upasna Bhardwaj, Senior
Economist & Head Economic
Research Kotak Mahindra
Bank explained that there is a
risk-aversion in the willingness
to lend at present. “The big cor-
porates still have enough funds
but it is the smaller corporates
that are suffering the most.
Banks are reluctant to lend
them. The pandemic has
increased a lot of risk in the
financial market,” she said.

Chairman of
ASSOCHAM’s National
Council for Banking & Non-
Executive Chairman of Punjab
& Sindh Bank, Charan Singh,
stated that opening up of agri-
culture to the private investment
will significantly contribute to
growth, in the near future.

Niranjan Hiranandani,
National President,
ASSOCHAM and Co-founder
of the Hiranadani Group
informed that the government
due to its various financial
announcements has adequate-
ly taken care of the supply side
of the economics and owing to
its various policy announce-
ments set the path for long
term reforms. “What we also
need at this hour is land and
labour reforms. The power
costs in certain states are very
high. Companies are moving
out of Maharashtra to Gujarat
to get the advantage of lower
power bills. Out of the textile
units which moved out of
China, almost 23 went to
Vietnam and only 2 came to
India. We need to have a com-
prehensive policy to address
these issues,” he said.
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Private sector lending major
ICICI Bank on Saturday

reported a 36 per cent growth
in standalone net profit of
�2,599 crore for the first quar-
ter of 2020-21.

The bank had earned a net
profit of �1,908 crore for the
corresponding period of the
previous fiscal.

Similarly, net interest
income (NII) increased by 20
per cent year-on-year t o �9,280
crore in Q1FY21 from �7,737
crore in Q1-2020.

“The net interest margin
was 3.69 per cent in Q1-2021
compared to 3. 87 per cent in
the quarter ended March 31,
2020 (Q4-2020) and 3.61 per
cent in Q1-2020, reflecting the
higher liquidity with the bank
due to strong deposit inflows
and limited credit demand due
to the lockdown,” the compa-
ny said in a statement.

The bank made provisions
(excluding COVID-19 related
provisions and provision for
tax) declined by 42 per cent
year-on-year to �2,044 crore in
Q1FY21 from �3,496 crore in
Q1-2020.

“The bank has made addi-
tional COVID-19 related pro-
visions of � 5,550 crore on a
prudent basis in Q1-2021 with
the objective of completely
cushi oning the balance sheet
from the impact of Covid-19.”

Besides, the bank held
COVID-19 related provisions
amounting to �8,275 crore as of
June 30, 2020. “This addition-
al provision held by the bank is
more than the requirement as
per the RBI guideline dated
April 17, 2020,”

“Net non-performing
assets (NPA) decreased by 51
per cent from �24,170 crore at
June 30, 2018 to �11,857 crore
at June 30, 2019,” the statement
said.
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The Reserve Bank of India
has signed necessary doc-

uments for extending a USD
400 million currency swap
facility to Sri Lanka to boost the
island nation’s draining foreign
exchange reserves due to the
coronavirus pandemic, the
Indian High Commission here
said on Saturday.

The currency swap
arrangement will remain avail-
able till November 2022, the
Indian mission said in a press
release.

Sri Lanka in April said it
was set to enter into an agree-
ment with the RBI for a cur-
rency swap worth USD 400
million under the South Asian
Association for Regional
Cooperation (SAARC) frame-
work to boost the foreign
reserves and ensure financial
stability of the country which
is badly hit by the COVID-19
pandemic.

In May, President
Gotabaya Rajapaksa made an
additional request to India for
a special USD 1.1 billion cur-
rency swap facility.

“Breaking Good News!
Reserve Bank of India signs
document for  USD 400 million
currency swap facility to
#SriLanka till Nov 2022,” the
Indian mission tweeted on

Friday. “After debt repayment
rescheduling discussions yes-
terday, this development is
another example of India’s
strong  commitment to work
with #lka in post #COVID19SL
economic recovery,” it said.

The High Commission has
conveyed this information to
senior officials in the
Government of Sri Lanka and
the Central Bank of Sri Lanka,
the statement said.

Earlier, on July 14, Deputy
High Commissioner Vinod K.
Jacob had met and discussed
the currency swap arrange-
ment with the Governor of the
Central Bank of Sri Lanka, Prof
WD Lakshman, it said. 

The two countries also
held technical discussion on
rescheduling of bilateral debt
repayment by Sri Lanka on July
22. An Indian delegation com-
prising senior officials from the
Ministry of External Affairs,
Ministry of Finance, and the
EXIM Bank interacted with
representatives from the
Department of External
Resources of Sri Lanka through
a video conference.
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India and the UK have
affirmed their commitment

to negotiate a free trade agree-
ment (FTA) with a view to fur-
ther strengthen economic ties,
the commerce ministry said on
Saturday.

The issue was discussed
in the 14th Joint Economic and
Trade Committee (JETCO)
meeting between the two coun-
tries on Friday. It was co-
chaired by Commerce and
Industry Minister Piyush Goyal
and UK Secretary of State for
International Trade Elizabeth

Truss. They were assisted by
Minister of State for Commerce
and Industry Hardeep Singh
Puri and his UK counterpart
Ranil Jayawardena.

Goyal and Truss “affirmed
their shared commitment to an
FTA and towards that, Early
Harvest deals in a staged man-
ner,” the Ministry said in a
statement. It added that Puri
and Jayawardena will have
monthly meetings to intensify
the dialogue.

It was also decided that a
meeting led by Goyal and Truss
will be held in Autumn 2020
here to carry forward the dia-

logue.
In an FTA, two trading

partners eliminate or signifi-
cantly reduce import duties on
the maximum number of
goods traded between them.
The statement also said that the
co-chairs of business led Joint
Working Groups on life science
and health, ICT and food and
drink set up during the last
JETCO made their recom-
mendations to the ministers.

“Both sides resolved to
cooperate in the health sector
especially in view of the present
pandemic of COVID-19,” it
said.
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Atotal of 2.6 lakh applica-
tions have been received so

far under the Centre’s PM
SVANidhi scheme, of which
64,000 have been sanctioned
and money disbursed in over
5,500 cases, Prime Minister
Narendra Modi was apprised in
a review meeting on Saturday.

The Centre had launched
the PM SVANidhi scheme to
facilitate collateral-free working
capital loans of up to �10,000
for one-year tenure to approx-
imately 50 lakh street vendors
to resume their businesses
affected by the COVID-19
pandemic.

The scheme is run under
the Ministry of Housing and
Urban Affairs. While reviewing
the implementation of PM
SVANidhi, the Prime Minister
expressed satisfaction on the
use of end-to-end IT solutions
through a web portal and
mobile app for the adminis-
tration of the scheme to ensure

transparency, accountability,
and speed.

Noting that the Ministry is
working on a complete IT
solution, including the mobile
application, for seamless imple-
mentation of the scheme, Modi
said that the scheme should
incentivise use of end-to-end
digital transactions by the street
vendors. This should cover the
entire gamut of their business-
es - from procurement of raw
material to collection of sale
proceeds, Modi said.

“Appropriate incentives
and training should be con-
ducted for this purpose. Use of
digital payments will also help
build a credit profile for the
street vendors, helping them in
future financial needs.”

The Prime Minister said
that the scheme should not be
seen just from the perspective
of extending loans to street
vendors but also as a part of an
outreach initiative for the street
vendors’ holistic development
and economic upliftment.
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Government is confident
that the strategic sale of

Bharat Petroleum Corporation
Ltd (BPCL) may go through
without any further need to
extend the bidding deadlines.

The deadline for submit-
ting the Expressions of Interest
(EoI) for 52.98 per cent stake
in the BPCL will end on July 31.

BPCL disinvestment has
received interest from several
large global oil and gas com-
panies and a few Indian enti-
ties as well. In fact, the process
so far has generated close to
100 enquiries in a clear signal
that investors remain interest-
ed in the maharatna oil PSUs
despite the disruptions caused
by Covid-19 pandemic, official
source privy to the develop-
ment said.

According to them, Saudi
Aramco, Abu Dhabi National
Oil Co (Adnoc), Rosneft of
Russia and Exxon Mobil intend
to participate in the bidding
process for the PSU. Indian oil
majors are not behind their
global counterparts and are
also actively pursuing the
prospects of bidding for BPCL.
Oil-to-telecom major Reliance
Industries is understood to
have shown interest for the bid.

The deadline for submit-
ting EoIs has been postponed
twice and the current deadline
ends on July 31. We are confi-
dent that EoI will sail through
within time with several inter-
ested bidders coming into the
fray, the sources quoted above
said.

While the queries about
the sale is a reflection of inter-
est that BPCL disinvestment
has interest, it does always
amount to investment. 

But the queries relating to
timing to complete the bids, net
worth requirement, what kind
of controls investors may have
to face, will they have to oper-
ate in regulated regime or how
the money would have to be
brought for the purchase had
given confidence that investors
remain serious about BPCL.

The disinvestment in
BPCL involves the govern-
ment selling its entire 52.98 per
cent stake in the company to a
strategic investor with transfer
of management control. The
Govt has barred PSUs from
bidding for BPCL and expects
private sector Indian players
and global MNCs to bid for its
stake. The Centre has allowed
prospective bidders with a
minimum net worth of $10 bil-
lion to present their bids.
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Finance Minister Nirmala
Sitharaman has reserved

words of praise for the Income
Tax department, complement-
ing officers for being responsive
to the needs of the taxpayers
during the pandemic times by
relaxing various compliance
requirements and addressing
the liquidity concerns of the
taxpayers.

In her message at a func-
tion organised to observe 160th
anniversary of Income Tax
Day, Sitharaman on Friday
said the efforts of the I-T
department towards making
the tax administration as tax-
payer-friendly and transparent
has facilitated voluntary com-
pliance. Therefore, she said, the
department will continue to
play a critical role in the growth
of the nation by keeping to
improve and set new stan-
dards of professionalism.

She recognised the para-

digm shift in its role in recent
years, from being just a revenue
collecting organization to
becoming a more citizen-cen-
tric organization.

She cited various reform
measures undertaken, includ-
ing, inter alia, the introduction
of a new, simpler tax regime,
reduced corporate tax rates as
also payment of tax at conces-
sional rates for domestic man-
ufacturing companies, which
will pave the way for an “Atma
Nirbhar Bharat”.
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The Covid-19 pandemic will
have a wider impact on the

country’s power sector in the
current financial year with the
acute slowdown witnessed in
the first quarter period con-
tinuing well into the year affect-
ing both demand and supply.

The nationwide lockdown
to contain the Covid-19 out-
break has already significantly
impacted economic activity,
leading to a 17% yoy fall in the
Q1FY20 power demand. As
per analysts, though demand
may pick up after some degree
of normalcy in economic activ-
ity gets restored, still power
demand will decline 8.0% yoy

in FY21 on a steep fall in rev-
enue generating commercial
and industrial demand.

According to an analysis
done by Emkay Global
Financial Services, the situation
in the power sector demand
would further increase the gap
between the average cost of
supply (ACS) and average rev-
enue realised (ARR) to Rs

0.95/unit in FY21E from
Rs0.50/unit in FY20 due to
lower offtake from commercial
and industrial segments,
decline in payment collection
and lower cross-subsidisation.
This would lead to an under-
recovery of Rs 1,12,700 crore in
FY21E for discoms.

“Discoms’ overdue has
reached Rs 1.17 lakh crore,

which is close to the peak level
witnessed pre-UDAY. The
overdue level is likely to remain
high in FY21 due to the expect-
ed rise in under-recovery and
slow progress in the
‘Atmanirbhar’ scheme toward
loan disbursement,” the bro-
kerage said in its analysis
report.

What is worse, the poor
conditions in the power sector
would bring new generation
projects to a standstill affecting
key infrastructure develop-
ment. The report said that
Gencos’ capacity addition
should witness postponement
in FY21 with net capacity addi-
tion of just 61GW in the FY20-
FY24 period.
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Oil marketing companies
on Saturday raised diesel

prices by 15 paisa/litre as
OMCs revised pump prices.
This rise in price came after the
prices were held steady for
sometime.

While the price of diesel
was at �81.79 per litre in the
capital, petrol was steady at �
80.43 a litre. Petrol prices have
remain unchanged since June
29.

Oil companies had raised
diesel prices marginally by 12
paise on Monday but thereafter
the prices of the two petroleum
products remained unchanged
for next four days till Friday.

Unexpected rise in diesel
prices despite slower demand
has put the transport sector at
a big disadvantage as rising fuel

cost has further shrunk its
margins. The price of diesel in
capital has also put automobile
companies concerned about
the prospect of the sale of
diesel-run cars in the country’s
largest car market.

With the hike in diesel
prices, the gap between the two
auto fuels has further widened
in the national capital. Last
month, diesel prices overtook
that of petrol in Delhi in an
unprecedented development.

In Mumbai, Chennai and
Kolkata, petrol was sold at an
unchanged price of �87.19,
�83.63, �82.10 per litre, respec-
tively, while diesel prices
increased marginally. Oil com-
panies began daily revision of
the two auto fuels from June 7
after keeping the price
unchanged for around 82 days
during the lockdown. Since
then petrol and diesel prices
have increased by �9.5 and �12
per litre, respectively.
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The Income Tax Appellate
Tribunal (ITAT) has ruled

in favour of Tata Education and
Development Trust in a case
wherein the tax department
had raised a demand of more
than �220 crore, an official
statement said on Saturday.

The case pertains to
assessment years 2011-12 and
2012-13 on money spent by the
Trust for creating an endow-
ment fund at Cornell
University, US, to provide
scholarships to Indian students
and granting financial assis-
tance to the Harvard Business
School for constructing an
executive building to be named
Tata Hall.  It donated �197.79
crore in 2011-12 and �25.37
crore in 2012-13.

The controversy erupted
after the Public Account
Committee (PAC) of the Lok
Sabha in 2018 sought an
enquiry in the matter as it
believed that exemption grant-
ed by the direct tax body was
in violation of the I-T Act.

An official statement issued
on Saturday said, “In a major
relief for Tata Education and
Development Trust, the
Income Tax Appellate Tribunal
(ITAT) bench consisting of
Justice PP Bhatt, President,
ITAT, on July 24, ruled in
favour of the trust in their
appeal against commissioner
income tax appeal order where-
in a demand of more than �220
crore was levied by the tax
department.” The ITAT in its
order on July 24 said that all
other grounds of appeals will be
“rendered, academic and
infructuous”. “We have decid-
ed this issue in favour of the
assessee and thus allowed this
ground of appeal. We, there-
fore, uphold the plea of the
assessee and delete the resultant
disallowance of claim of
exemption,” it said.
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It’s been a 36-year journey from IIT
and IIM to his ashram in rural
Odisha where Swami
Mukundananda plans to set up a
university as a part of his 100-acre

spiritual zone.
But his claim to fame is not about

spending seven months a year in the US
imparting spiritual knowledge to the
Western world on his guru Jagadguru
Kripaluji Maharaj’s instruction, but the
fact that he believes in and propagates
what he calls the true journey to self-real-
isation, of supreme knowledge and what
Vedic scriptures term as Brahman.

Yoga in its wholesome tripartite struc-
ture enriching the body, mind and soul
and not just as a weight loss and fitness
fad, faith not as a miracle healer but an
instrument of life, and health as a tool to
be fit enough to render your duties as a
karma yogi, not to mention keeping the
encaser of the soul in fine fettle, that’s what
this swami propagates.

Ask him what he is doing in this glut
of gurus and he strikes a balance in per-
spective. “I am in the race only against
myself. I want to be true to what I am here
to do and be good at it. And, that’s to show
the path to self-realisation,” he tells you.

After countless lectures at Harvard,
Princeton and Yale, to name a few of his
usual pitstops, books on yogic health, spir-
ituality and yoga, not to mention connec-
tions with youth and spreading the word
across the world the Vedic way, he has a
strange aura of peace and contentment
around him, even though his engagements
give you a sense of a whirlwind, whistle
stop journey.

“For many students, the talks are an
eye-opener, bringing them in touch with
a science they were unaware of. For
some, the talks provide a way to blend the
values they imbibed in traditional house-
holds with the reality of the competitive
world they live in. The most energised
Q&A session took place in my alma mater,
IIT Delhi, a few years ago, where the fer-
tile intellects of the students were stimu-
lated by the spiritual perspective they had
just heard, and they began fervently

competing with each other to get their
questions answered,” he says.

People call him a happiness guru, but
that kind of limits his karma bhoomi. Like
Sir Francis Bacon, and even Pope John
Paul II who found Bible to be a book of
ancient science, he unhesitatingly marries
Science with Religion for what he calls
complete development. “Science finds,
innovates and invents to give your body
ways to live a healthy, comfortable life.
Spirituality, on the other hand, controls the
mind for you to give this comfortable bod-
ily existence a purpose and a journey,” he
says, conflating the two diametrically
opposite concepts with seamless clarity,
and practicality if one may say so.

Born to an Air Force engineer with
nationwide postings, and hailing from UP,
sanyaas, he tells you, forbids him from
revealing his real name but the need to be
a sanyasi came to him when he was grad-
uating from Indian Ivy League institutions
and was introduced to the Bhagwad Gita
by a fellow student. His mind kept asking
him profound questions of existence and
even though he picked up his first med-
itation workbook for a lark at the callow
age of eight, he saw a way in renunciation
to get all the answers he sought, during
his 20s.

Only he knows best if he got all his
answers right, but his educational back-
ground has, indeed, helped
Mukundananda to become a multi-faceted
modern preacher who can be as effective
as a motivational speaker for corporates
as his mind management skills are for his
more run-of-the-mill disciples from rural
Odisha and other parts of India, to Dallas
where he spends time “at a beautiful tem-
ple,” giving sermons, organising spiritu-
al retreats and enriching his soul along
with that of his growing followers.

He pitches for a course on Religion
and Spirituality in school, college and uni-
versity curricula as an essential tool to
equip students to fight the modern epi-
demic of depression and other existential
issues. “Faith gives the mind clarity, pur-
pose, peace and positivity and our young

need these values more than ever before,”
he asserts.

“Youngsters want knowledge to help
them in their social, professional and fam-
ily life. What is, therefore, necessary is for
us to take the wisdom of our ancient scrip-
tures and make it relevant in current
times.” he adds.

Talking on the pandemic and the
opportunity it has given mankind to clean
up their rusted window to the inner self
through running inside instead of outside,
he terms the Universe a university of hard
knocks. “It teaches us to become our best
version of ourselves. It is the hardships that
bring out the best in us. Ramayana would
not have been relevant, written or read but
for those 14 years of rigour that Lord Ram
undertook on his banishment. “It is those
years that give us lessons in Bharat’s loy-
alty, Laxman’s brotherly passion, Sita’s
chastity and Lord Ram’s godly existence,”
he says.

In other words, faith and spirituality
have become even more relevant in
today’s time when the pandemic has
nibbled into global lives like silverfish, giv-
ing rise to a never-before fear factor of
imminent death and suffering.

“Spirituality keeps your mind in hold
and gives you the mores to step out of your
fears. If you know how not to fear death,
your life is sorted. If you can stare down
suffering with positivity, you will not view
death as a life altering dead-end,”
Mukundananda says.

This is not the first time that the pan-
demic has swept the globe. He attributes
survival of humanity to the strong human
spirit to face hardships unitedly, as a glob-
al citizen.

“So there is this story of the corn
farmer. He had wonderful corn growing
in his fields that would win him the nation-
al corn growing competition year after
year. However, would share his prized corn
seed with neighbouring farmers. When
journalists asked him why on earth would
he share something so precious and
unique, he explained: ‘It is the pollen from
the neighbouring fields that flies into my

field to fertilise by corn. If they are grow-
ing unhealthy crop, it will affect mine too,’
he added. Similarly, as citizens of the world
we have a global duty to unitedly fight this
pandemic. Our national duty is to follow
the regulations laid down by our respec-
tive Governments. Then there is our duty
to ourselves, that is to be strong in these
tough times,” he says.

Indeed, Mukundananda is quite a sto-
ryteller, perhaps learning the trade of con-
structive engagement from his IIM
instructors at Kolkata. “Once Narad Muni
was passing by a village that had been hit
by cholera. He met a personalised cholera
and asked him how many people did you
kill Mr Cholera? He said 35. Narad said,
but news has put the toll at 119. Cholera
said, I caused only 35 deaths, rest died due
to panic. So, we need to have strength and
shed our fears if we have to survive in
these difficult times,” Mukundananda
explains.

Besides being a celebrated mind man-
ager sanyasi, this 59-year-old gentleman
clad in saffron robes with glowing hair and
an omnipresent smile on his face, is also
a health food and yoga expert, both of
which come in handy in times like these.
“Up your immunity. It will not cure the
virus but it will definitely give you a work-
able shield against infection. Regularly
take citrus fruit. Amla has Vitamin A of
10 oranges. Daily dose of antioxidants is
important too and amla is a rich one for
that too, as also dark coloured fruits, like
blueberries. Ginger and turmeric are
beneficial in building and maintaining
immunity. Pranayama is a natural way of
receiving antioxidants from the atmos-
phere. Be stress free to build immunity.
Continue with your devotion and medi-
tation and soon sunny times will be back
again,” he insists.

He explains the fury of this corona
pandemic by calling it more repercussive
than the two World Wars. “Let us look at
the positive side of the situation and how
we can grow from facing this. We have pri-
oritised ‘doing’ all our life. Spent the best
part of our life in ‘doing’. But how much

did we prioritise ‘being’? How much did
we focus in being better people? How
good we were able to become as human
beings. This adversity has forced us to stop
running outside and given us a window
to look within ourselves and focus on the
most important need to grow from with-
in.” he says.

Yes, we have put behind us many pan-
demics and survived. And that’s because
the basis of external success is our inner
character, integrity, wellbeing and divin-
ity.

“Look at the Tower of Calgary. It
weighs 11,000 tonnes. Sixty per cent of the
weight of that tower is under the ground.
The foundation is so huge. Our founda-
tion is our inner quality, let us utilise the
present time to make it our priority to
equip ourselves with our inner strength.
Like a bow and the arrow, bow the arrow
as far back as possible for it to shoot as for-
ward as possible. You need to do this with
your inner strength and look for the divin-
ity in yourself,” Mukundananda pre-
scribes.

He believes what Vivekanand about
life is eternally true. The great philosopher
of spirituality said life is a continual
unfoldment in a wheel under circum-
stances tending to press it downwards.
However, we rise to face it and we find the
true purpose of life which is our inner
growth.

“So be patient, go within. Take advan-
tage of the situation. Detox yourself men-
tally. Cut down the toxins of unnecessary
exposure to video games, social media etc
in this digital age. Shut off, don’t Netflix,
withdraw yourself from the world and
absorb it in God. Do self-study, go with-
in. That is what I am doing. You can con-
nect with your family. Call the pandem-
ic the golden hours of isolation and use
them for self-strengthening.”

Even sceptics may deign to agree with
him grudgingly as difficult times do
teach us the most powerful lessons, one
of them being the need to know our lim-
itations. “The tiniest of viruses is evading
a cure despite science calling itself God.
The takeaway is to be humble. Remember
Titanic? It was a huge dream ship, like a
mini city.  Engineers said nothing in the
world can destroy it. It hit an iceberg on
inaugural voyage and sank forever, killing
1000 people. So, the thinking should be,
so what if there is bankruptcy of materi-
al things. Inner wealth, which is the love
of God, is permanent,” he says.

Mukundananda is an unabashed
votary of vegetarianism and gives rather
scientific reasons for his view. “We need
to respect the laws of Nature. Swine flu
came from pigs. SARS and most other
viruses came from the animal kingdom.
The Mad Cow disease is the horrific out-
come of feeding a herbivorous being with
animal products for better production and
the result of meddling with Nature has had
its repercussions. Global warming is
because of acute animal consumption. For
just one kg of meat, as many as 3,000 gal-
lons of water is used up. Forests have been
cleared for make grazing grounds for ani-
mals that humans eat. The human body
is not meant for eating meat. Carnivores
have very tiny intestines where the meat
disintegrates fast. Human intestines are
too big where meat sits for long. The
result? Diseases, like cancer, come because
of this. We have molars, carnivores have
canines to chew the meat. Our bodily
structure is meant for vegetarianism,”
Mukundananda insists.

The young yogi is a cool package that
sells and gels well with this post-modern
age where the fast and furious, the young
and the restless millennials are looking for
quick fixes to life issues, which are many
and complex to their utter chagrin.
Hence, his diligently put together lesson
plans which appeal to all ages, like the
worldwide Happiness Challenge he
launched on finding meaningful secrets
of happiness with fun activities which hid
a deeper yogic way of life in them. More
recently, he has been involved in evolving
spiritual retreats for recharging the inner
self.

Just about to turn 60, his journey is
so far has been young, and perhaps relat-
able in that sense. But he and humanity
have a long way to go. For, the soul,
according to the Vedic scriptures he
dotes on, has been transmigrating in 8.4
million species since endless lifetimes.

Food is for the mind, mind is for the
soul and vaasana (lust) should be for only
God. One-liners like these suit his coun-
tenance. As do his slender artistic finger-
tips on which global philosophical greats
sit as pretty as Indian seers — from
Ravidas to bhakti propellers in Kabir, to
Tukaram to Eknath, to Gods like Krishna
and Ram, whom he quotes effortlessly at
the drop of, well, a sermon.

So, here is one guru who has done his
homework well. His idea of spirituality is
well programmed and easy on the mind.
He has his knowledge in a pertinent
mould and sports the relevant communi-
cation skills to draw in the crowds, and
somewhere down the line, manages to
insert in them a sense of self – humble,
well-meaning, pious, selfless self.
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Anxiety, depression and panic
attacks are a part and par-
cel of this turbulent time.

However, empathy and compas-
sion can be an answer and can pro-
vide healing and solace to our
beautiful mind.

If the data of suicides, due to
depression, is taken into consider-
ation during the lockdown and
Unlock 1.0, the mental isolation is
proving more dangerous than
Coronavirus these days. 

Then increasing cases of sui-
cides was sidelined because of the

ongoing discussions about the ban
on TikTok and other 59 chinese
apps. While it was a welcoming
step for many, others especially
teenagers were very upset and
even committed suicide. 

For those, who still don’t know
what depression actually is, depres-
sion is a mood disorder that caus-
es a persistent feeling of sadness
and loss of interest. Also called
major depressive disorder or clin-
ical depression, it affects how you
feel, think and behave and can lead
to several emotional and physical

problems. One may face trouble
doing normal day-to-day activities,
and sometimes even feel as if life
isn’t worth living.

When the Government banned
the Chinese apps, many ques-
tioned what would happen to
those who used TikTok as a plat-
form to share their content and
made some money from it? But fret
not. There is an Indian version of
the app, Rgyan. Unlike the exist-
ing social media platforms which
produces minimal thoughtful con-
tent, it is a social spiritual network-

ing platform which helps in creat-
ing a community of intellectuals
and motivated individuals seeking
truths about life. 

The socio-spiritual technology
startup is founded on the belief of
empowerment of participation by
creating a spiritual social net-
work. It can also be compared to
spiritual instagram with a touch of
Quora. The app promotes thought-
ful content on several non-trivial
topics necessary to find important
truths about life. It expects to do
so by facilitating sharing of

thoughts on various subjective
matters. Amidst social media sites
that promote banality and silliness,
Rgyan stands out as a platform
where meaningful content is
shared and discussions are heard.
It is available on both web as well
as a mobile application on android
play store in English and Hindi. 

To use the application, users
can log in by creating an account
using a registered phone number
or explore its services as an anony-
mous user. The app allows users to
express and share their thoughts

through pictures, videos, text,
GIFs, or as real-time discussions. 

The app also offers the flexibil-
ity of a User Generated Content
Model (UGC) with that of curat-
ed content available on Divinity,
Daily Horoscope, and aggregated
news on spiritual and social mat-
ters.

Celebrating the success of the
Made In India app, Debjit Patra,
Founder and Chairman, Rgyan,
says that such a platform was
much needed, more so because of
the current situation.

“There was a need for such a
meaningful social platform where
people can get knowledge as well
as share their thoughts on various
meaningful matters. The app was
started back in 2016 with a vision
and now hacve successfully
reached the milestone of one mil-
lion monthly views. We have come
a long way,  but this is not the limit
as we know that in the time to
come, more and more people will
start to use the app and will love
it. It will definitely help them to
beat all the blues,” Patra says.
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With Ben Stokes retreat-
ing to a back-seat role,
Stuart Broad filled in as

England’s all-action allrounder to
move the team within sight of a
Test series victory over the West
Indies on Saturday.

Broad smashed a counterat-
tacking 62 in a return to form
with the bat then played a lead
role as part of England’s destruc-
tive pace quartet to leave the
West Indies on the ropes after
day two of the deciding third
Test.

In reply to England’s first
innings of 369, the tourists were
137-6 when bad light forced
stumps at Old Trafford on a day
the forecast rain never came.
They trail by 232 runs, with the
follow-on still very much in

play.
Broad was dropped for the

first Test that England lost in
Southampton, and showed his
disgust and disappointment in a
TV interview midway through
the match. Restored for the sec-
ond test in which he took three
wickets in each innings, Broad
continues to take his anger out
on the West Indies.

Resuming on 258-4, England
collapsed to 280-8 after losing
wickets in four consecutive overs,
only for Broad to do his best
impression of Stokes with a bel-
ligerent 45-ball 62 before lunch.
It was the left-hander’s highest
Test score since 2013 and the best

he has looked with the bat since
breaking his nose while batting
against India at Old Trafford a
year later, an incident which he
acknowledged drained him of
confidence against pace bowling
and led to him using a sports
psychologist.

Broad smashed nine fours
and a six in a potentially game-
defining ninth-wicket partner-
ship with Dom Bess worth 76
runs. His 33-ball half-century
tied him for third place on the
all-time list of England’s fastest
Test fifties.

The West Indies came out to
bat after lunch under gray, threat-
ening skies at Old Trafford, hor-
rible conditions to face one of the
strongest and deepest pace
attacks England has put out.

By stumps, Broad, James
Anderson, Jofra Archer and

Chris Woakes all had wickets and
the West Indies was looking bat-
tered and beaten. Stokes, strug-
gling for full fitness after his star-
ring role in the second test, is
unlikely to bowl in Manchester

and wasn’t looking needed.
Broad took the wicket of

Kraigg Brathwaite (1) in his first
over — England’s second — and
also trapped Roston Chase lbw in
the final session to finish with
figures of 2-17. Anderson also

had 2-17 on his home ground.
The West Indies closed with

Jason Holder on 24 and Shane
Dowrich on 10, their bid to cap-
ture a test series in England for
the first time since 1988 looking
in ruins.
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Former skipper
Andrew Strauss

feels Ollie Pope has
been a “real find” for
England and he has
the capability of suc-
ceeding in all formats
of the game.

After failing to
breach the 15-run
mark in the first two
Tests against Windies,
Pope alongside Jos
Buttler rescued
England from a precar-
ious 122-4 at tea to
close the opening day
of the series decider on
258-4.

The 22-year-old is coming off a superb series in
South Africa earlier this year, where he notched up
two half-centuries and a career-best 135 not out at
Port Elizabeth.

On Friday, he stitched a 136-run unbeaten part-
nership with Buttler (56 not out on Friday) by scor-
ing a splendid 91.

“If you look at his first-class record, he’s averag-
ing 57 and he’s proved that he can do it in Test crick-
et with that great innings he played in South Africa,”
Strauss told Sky Sports.

“Today was more of the same. He’s a guy who
can score quickly without you really noticing it. He
played some really eye-catching shots as well and he
looks equally comfortable against seam and spin, so
no obvious weaknesses there. He’s a real find for
England, I think,” Strauss added.

Pope, who made his Test debut against India in
2018, is yet to play white-ball cricket for England and
Strauss feels although the youngster will fare well in
the limited overs format, he should focus on Test
cricket for the time being.

“He’s got the game to play in ODIs, in various
different positions. We know he can play all those
funky ramp shots and whatever. But for the time
being I’d quite like him just doing his time in the Test
team, not getting funky with his technique which is
perfect,” Strauss said.

“He can really establish himself in that England
environment. It’s a different thing when you feel com-
fortable, when you know you are good enough to be
in that environment and you get to know the play-
ers well.

“When you get to that stage, that’s when you start
getting some really consistent, high-quality perfor-
mances,” he added. 

�	'��	�
��Deprived of some much-
needed game time with the cancella-
tion of England tour, senior India
spinner Poonam Yadav reckons it
could be extremely difficult for the
World Cup-bound players to turn up
and “instantly” deliver after the long
coronavirus-forced break.

The Indian women’s cricket
team’s proposed tour, the only major
assignment before next year’s World
Cup, was called off earlier this week
due to the Covid-19 pandemic.

“If you turn up at the ground after
four-five months, it will be very dif-
ficult to perform instantly for all play-
ers,” Poonam said.

“But we are keeping ourselves fit
and when we are allowed to resume
group training, we should be back to
full fitness in 20-25 days,” she added.

Poonam has not seen a proper
cricketing facility since turning up at
the iconic MCG for the T20 World
Cup final in March and with the only

scheduled series before next year’s
ODI World Cup cancelled, she may
not get to play an international game
for the rest of the year.

The fate of the 2021 World Cup,
scheduled in New Zealand in
February-March, could be decided
within the next two weeks.

Last edition’s runners-up India
are hoping to end their ICC title
drought in New Zealand but Poonam
said it will be a massive challenge con-
sidering the uncertain situation they
find themselves in following the
cancellation of England tour.

“It is a massive challenge. I have
been bowling here but it is totally dif-
ferent in a competitive environment.
We last played in March and there is
still no clarity over our next series,”
said the India player, who has featured
in one Test, 46 ODIs and 67 T20s.

Poonam began with a bang in the
T20 World Cup, taking a four-wick-
et haul against eventual champions
Australia. The hosts had very little
idea about her googlies.

For someone who documents her
work in a diary, Poonam is aiming to
add more weapons to her armoury in
the next few weeks.

“If the Word Cup happens as
scheduled, there is hardly anytime left.

I plan to start working on a few vari-
ations, like working on a flipper and
top-spin. Flipper is much tougher and
it will take me at least three-four
months to perfect the ball.”

Poonam has been part of both
the World Cup finals India played in
the last three years and lost.

Asked about India’s inability to
win the knock-out games after doing
well in league stages, Poonam added:
“I feel we are right up there. The vari-
ety that we have most teams don’t,
including Australia.

“After doing so well in knock-
outs, we start thinking about the result
and what we will do after (we win)
rather than staying in the present and
following the process like we do it in
the earlier stages of the tournament.

“It is all about handling pressure
in the big games and whoever does
it better wins. Australia handled it
much better than us (in T20 WC
final),” she added. PTI

���������������Cricket West Indies (CWI)
wants to host at least part of their proposed
series against South Africa in early September.

The Windies’ players are expected to take
part in the Indian Premier League which will
be played around September 19 to November
8 window and the same has been communi-
cated to the franchises, as per IPL Chairman
Brijesh Patel.

West Indies were originally slated to host
the Proteas for two Tests and five T20Is in
July-August before that tournament was
postponed due to the coronavirus pandem-
ic.

“We hope that South Africa will be able
to come here in September for either a T20-
only tour or a Test-only tour at the very least,”
CWI Chief Executive Johny Grave told the
Mason and Guests cricket show.

“It will be dependent on the IPL. South
Africa have a number of their Test players
who have IPL contracts, whereas in this cur-
rent Test team we don’t have any IPL play-
ers.”

“We won’t be able to play Test cricket
against South Africa during the IPL, Cricket
South Africa have made that very clear to us.
They’ve got a commitment to their players to
allow them to go and play in the IPL,” Grave
said.

“The plan as we are working on now is
that the players would come home, they will
have the weekend at home. Those that are in
the Caribbean Premier League will head
down to Trinidad on probably August 3 so
it’s a quick turnaround.

“CPL finishes on September 10. We hope
very much that South Africa will follow
immediately after that. Whether we can get
the full tour in or we’re going to have to look
at a split tour between the Tests and the T20s,
we don’t know.” IANS
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Former India opener Gautam
Gambhir on Saturday said

Mahendra Singh Dhoni must
continue playing international
cricket as long he feels he is fit,
in form and enjoying the game.

The World Cup-winning
swashbuckler, on a sabbatical
from cricket for the past one
year, turned 39 on July 7. He has
not played any cricket since
India’s semifinal exit from the
ODI World Cup last year.

Gambhir, who played a lot
of cricket with Dhoni, said,
“Age is just a number, I think if
you are in a very good form, if
you are hitting the ball really
well.

“MS Dhoni, if he is hitting
the ball really well, if he is very
good form, if he is enjoying the
game and if he thinks that he can
still win the game for the coun-
try at that number — especial-
ly at six and seven.”

Dhoni led the country in
limited-overs formats from 2007
to 2016 and in Test cricket
from 2008 to 2014.

He is the only captain to win
all ICC trophies.

“If he is in great fitness and
form, he should continue play-
ing because no one can actual-
ly force anyone to retire,”
Gambhir said on Star Sports
show Cricket Connected.

“A lot of experts can put a lot
of pressure on people like MS

Dhoni because of their age and
stuff but again it’s an individual
decision, when you started play-
ing cricket it was your individ-
ual decision.”

Speaking about the IPL tak-
ing place in the UAE due to ris-
ing Covid-19 cases in India,
Gambhir said, “It does not mat-
ter where it goes but if it goes to
UAE, it’s a great venue to play
cricket in any format and plus
most importantly I think it’s
going to change the mood of the
nation as well.

“It’s not about which fran-
chise wins or which player
scores runs or which guy takes
wicket, it’s simply changing the
mood of the nation. So this IPL
probably will be bigger than the
rest of the IPLs because I think
this is for the nation.” 
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Sports Minister Kiren Rijiju on
Saturday said India will be com-

peting for a top-10 finish by the time
the 2028 Los Angeles Olympics
comes calling, riding the
Government’s ambitious ‘Target
Olympic Podium Junior Scheme’.

“We will leave no stone
unturned,” Rijiju said.

He said the ‘Target Olympic
Podium Junior Scheme’ is scouting
talent as young as 10-year-old and 12-
year-old with an aim to prepare
them for the Los Angeles Games.

“We look forward and realise the
dreams of every Indian to make India
a great sporting powerhouse,” he said.

Rijiju said the talented youngsters
will be guided by a world-class
coaching facility during their journey
to become world champions.

“Objectives are very clear, we have
created the ‘Target Olympic Podium
Junior Scheme’ that means those who
are 10-13 years of age will be ready
to become world champions by 2028
Los Angeles Olympics.

“By starting the scheme we are
identifying the young talents, it’s a
process of talent scouting at a young
age and taking full responsibility of
their training by bringing in world-
class coaches.”

Rijiju added that steps like
enhancing the skill sets of Indian
coaches, removal of �2-lakh salary
cap for coaches and extension of
coaching tenures will bring positive
changes in the system.

“I have recently decided to extend
the tenure of coaches, Indian coach-
es are being enhanced and the �2-lakh
salary cap of coaches has also been
removed.

“By 2028, the target of getting
India in the top-10 of Olympics
medal ranking will be realised. I am
very clear. We started planning and
executing those plans,” Rijiju said.
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Former Barcelona star Xavi
Hernandez has tested positive

for coronavirus, his Qatari club Al-
Sadd said on Saturday, adding he
would miss their league restart fix-
ture against Al-Khor.

“A few days ago, following the
Qatar Stars League protocol, I test-
ed positive in the last Covid-19 test,”
Xavi said in a post on Al-Sadd’s
Twitter account.

“Fortunately, I’m feeling ok,
but I will be isolated until I am given
the all clear. When the health ser-
vices allow it, I will be very eager to
return to my daily routine and to
work.”

Al-Sadd announced on its web-
site that Xavi would not be joining
the rest of the team for its league
game against Al-Khor later
Saturday.
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An unshakeable attitude is need-
ed to win an Olympic medal and

that is what head coach Graham Reid
will try to inculcate in the Indian
men’s hockey team ahead of the next
Summer Games.

Exactly a year from now, the
Indian men and women teams will
have begun their campaign in Tokyo.

Reid, a part of the Silver-winning
Australian team at the 1992 Barcelona
Olympics, put things into perspective.

“The Olympic Games is the
toughest competition in the sporting
world and therefore a player’s men-
tality has to match it. “The biggest
challenge as a player is to remain
focussed on the job at hand. The first
game brings with it a number of emo-
tions. The player who can control
those emotions and stick to the
game plan will be ahead,” he said.

While there is room to improve
in all aspects of the game, Reid
emphasised on building a mentally
tough team to face the “uncertain
times”. “The biggest challenge for us
during these next 12 months will be
uncertainty. There are a lot of things
that are going to happen that we can’t
control. We must only worry about
the things we can control,” he said.

“We can control how hard we

work, how well we train and our fit-
ness levels. Mental toughness will def-
initely be a factor during this next
period and the Indian players have an
innate ability to deal with difficult cir-
cumstances.

“It is my intention to develop the
players understanding of their men-
tal strength and build their ability to
access and trust it when required,”
Reid added.
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East Bengal’s hopes of entering the
ISL this season are dashed with the

league organisers deciding against
adding new teams for the upcoming
edition of the franchise-based event.

Organisers of Indian Super
League, Football Sports Development
Limited (FSDL), made it clear during
a meeting with club representatives on
Friday that they will stick to 10 teams
for now instead of floating tenders for
new outfits.

The 2020-21 ISL is scheduled to
be held from November to March in
a single venue in view of the Covid-
19 pandemic. Goa and Kerala have
emerged as frontrunners to host the
lucrative event with the former more
likely to get the nod.

“East Bengal didn’t have a chance
after April because it takes time with

so much of legalities and other
important things involved,” a source
close to FSDL told PTI on Saturday.

“From April till November they
had more than six months but once
they have crossed that, there was no
chance for East Bengal.”

When contacted, a top East
Bengal official though maintained
that the ISL doors were still ‘‘open’’ for
them.

Following their split with Quess
Corp, the century-old club has got its
sporting rights back and is under-
stood to be in talks with potential
investors.

West Bengal Chief Minister
Mamata Banerjee is also keen for the
red-and-gold’s foray into the ISL and
the state Government is helping out
in roping in an investor.

The venue for the 2020-21 season
is set to be announced on August 7.

In October, a virtual ISL work-
shop will be conducted and the clubs
will be “presented with all the details,
rules and regulations” regarding the
event under the present circum-
stances.

The organisers also said that the
league will be held in India after a club
representative raised the possibility of
taking it abroad in view of the cur-
rent situation in the country. 
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England wicketkeeper-bats-
man Jos Buttler on Saturday

said he was “feeling the pressure”
over his place in the team after
failing to score runs in the last
few Tests.

Buttler has been struggling
for form, having failed to score
a fifty in his last seven Tests,
which put his place in the Test
team in doubt.

The 29-year-old, however,
played a crucial 67-run knock on
the opening day of the deciding
Test against West Indies to help
England recover after they were
reduced to 122-4.

Asked whether he was fret-
ting about his place in the team,
Buttler said: “Yes, naturally, but
I think time in the middle gives
you confidence and obviously I
hadn’t been doing that.

“But I think it’s more about
doing a job for your team which
I’m very aware of and if you are
not quite performing as well as
you want, you realise you’re not
doing your job as well as you
should be for your team.

“I was definitely feeling pres-

sure. I’ve played long enough
now to understand when you’re
under pressure and it’s on your
shoulders and how to deal with
it,” he told Sky Sports.

Buttler, who has scored 2211
runs in 43 Tests and 3843 runs
in 142 ODIs so far, said trusting
his defence was the key.

“The only time I’ve had suc-
cess at Test level is when I’ve
trusted my defence,” he said.

“Lots of people expect me to
play a certain way because of the
way I play in one-day cricket but
I’ve never seen Test cricket in that
way.” 
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Manchester: England have
released five players from the bio-
secure bubble here after they
missed out on selection of the
ongoing third Test against the
West Indies.

Out of the five, batsman Joe
Denly will join the white-ball
training group ahead of the
upcoming Ireland series.

The other four — Dan
Lawrence, Craig Overton, Ollie
Robinson and Olly Stone —

have returned to their counties.
The 34-year-old Denly

played the first Test of the series
before being dropped following
the return of Joe Root from
paternity leave.

“While Denly will join up
with the England camp at the
Ageas Bowl on Monday ahead of
the Royal London ODI Series, the
other four players will be avail-
able for their counties in the
build-up to the start of English

domestic season, which starts
with the Bob Willis Trophy on 1
August,” the ECB said.

England and Ireland are
scheduled to play three ODIs
with all the matches to be host-
ed at the Ageas Bowl in
Southampton on July 30, August
1 and 4.

England Lions will take on
Ireland in a practice game on
Sunday but Denly will not be
available for that game. PTI
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Neymar scored the winning goal as
Paris Saint-Germain defeated 10-

man Saint-Etienne 1-0 in the French
Cup final on Friday, the first competi-
tive fixture in the country since March
11 following coronavirus pandemic.

However, coach Thomas Tuchel
faces an anxious wait over the fitness of
Kylian Mbappe ahead of next month’s
Champions League quarter-final against
Atalanta after the France star limped off
in tears during the first half with an ankle
injury.

The World Cup winner was later
seen emerging from the tunnel on
crutches following a dreadful challenge
that resulted in the dismissal of Saint-
Etienne captain Loic Perrin.

“Everyone is worried. Everyone
who saw the foul is worried. Of course
I’m worried,” said Tuchel.

PSG secured the first of a potential
three trophies this summer, claiming a
record-extending 13th French Cup with
the League Cup final against Lyon to
come next Friday before the resumption
of their European campaign in Portugal.

The final at the Stade de France was
the first official match in one of Europe’s
top football nations to allow fans to
attend since March, albeit in severely
restricted numbers with just 2,805 spec-

tators — including French President
Emmanuel Macron — inside the 80,000-
seater venue.

PSG had racked up 20 goals with-
out reply in three friendlies building up
to the final, but Yvann Macon’s crunch-
ing tackle on Neymar in the first minute
suggested no such goodwill would be
afforded by Saint-Etienne in their first
Cup final appearance since 1982.

The challenge set the tone for a frac-
tious opening period and Denis
Bouanga was inches from firing Saint-
Etienne ahead when his strike rebound-
ed back off Keylor Navas’s left-
hand post.

NEYMAR SLAMS HOME
Unfazed by that scare,

PSG led on 14 minutes as
Mbappe burst into the area
after an exchange with Di Maria and
Neymar crashed home the rebound via
the underside of the crossbar after a
fine save from Moulin.

Bouanga twice forced Navas to
turn away while Moulin produced a
sensational one-handed stop to tip
over from Di Maria, earning plaudits
from the Argentine himself.

Saint-Etienne’s hopes of fighting
back were hampered midway through
the first half though when the veter-
an Perrin, on likely his final appear-
ance for the club, was sent off for a
dreadful challenge on Mbappe.

He required lengthy treatment

but was forced off after his right ankle
was trapped between the legs of
Perrin, whose yellow card was upgrad-
ed to red following a VAR review.

Emotions boiled over with
five players booked in the after-
math following an ugly melee,
but the greater concern for PSG
will be the severity of Mbappe’s
injury.

The France star reappeared
from the tunnel on crutches in the sec-
ond half, with less than three weeks
before PSG’s Champions League tie
against Atalanta on August 12.

Moulin kept Saint-Etienne in with
a remote shot of ending their 43-year
wait for a seventh French Cup title,
repelling Mauro Icardi and Di Maria
before spreading himself superbly to
deny Pablo Sarabia.

The goalkeeper even raced for-
ward for a late corner but PSG held
firm to atone for last year’s defeat in
the final by Rennes on penalties,
clinching the trophy for the fifth time
in the past six seasons.

����
�������Saints striker Danny Ings
is confident that his goal-scoring exploits
this season will be rewarded with an
England recall as he looks to add to the
one cap he received back in 2015.

Ings, who joined Southampton in
a permanent deal from Liverpool at the
start of the season after spending the
previous campaign on loan at the
club, has scored 24 goals in all
competitions this season.

The 28-year-old’s sole inter-
national appearance came in
2015 against Lithuania but his
form this season means he
is in contention to be
called up to Gareth
Southgate’s England squad

for UEFA Nations League games against Iceland
and Denmark in September.

“I don’t think I’d ever want to be that one-
cap man,” Ings, who was handed his

England Under-21 debut by
Southgate in 2013, told the
Times.

“Once you’ve dipped
your toe in, you want more and

more. To be in the position now
with good form, it gives me great con-

fidence that hopefully one day I can be
among that group again.”

Ings’ Liverpool career was derailed by
a series of serious injuries, which limited him

to 14 league appearances in three seasons, but
he has blossomed under Saints boss Ralph
Hasenhuettl this season. AP
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The Premier League will
finally reach the end of its
longest season on Sunday

with plenty still on the line at
both ends of the table.

Manchester United and
Leicester face each other in a
shootout for a place in the
Champions League next season
with Chelsea also hoping to
secure their place in the top
four.

Wolves and Tottenham are
vying for one place in the
Europa League.

And at the bottom it could
not be closer with one goal sep-
arating Aston Villa just outside
the relegation zone from
Watford in the bottom three,
while Bournemouth also have
a chance of beating the drop.

CHAMPIONS LEAGUE DREAMS
Leicester fell out of the top

four for the first time since
September in midweek after a
run of three wins in 13 games
either side of the coronavirus
shutdown.

However, United’s and
Chelsea’s failures to win on
Wednesday means the door is
still open for
Brendan Rodgers’
men to salvage all
the good work
they did early in
the season with
victory on home soil on Sunday.

Leicester are hampered by
injuries to James Maddison,
Ben Chilwell and Ricardo
Pereira, but have had a full week
to prepare in stark contrast to
United’s packed schedule.

Ole Gunnar Solskjaer’s
men have looked jaded in the
past week in losing 3-1 to
Chelsea in the FA Cup semi-
finals and being held 1-1 at
home by West Ham.

United have overturned
an eight-point deficit to
Leicester since the restart, but
Rodgers is hoping it is the Red
Devils who fold under the
pressure.

“We would love to be able
to do that but when you are a
club like Manchester United, or
one of those super clubs, there
is a need to be in the
Champions League for many
reasons,” said Rodgers.

Chelsea just need a point at
home to Wolves to seal
Champions League football
next season, but should Frank
Lampard’s men lose, then a
draw between Leicester and
United would see the latter two
finish in the top four.

SPURS SURGE TOWARD EUROPA
Whoever misses out on

the Champions League
between United, Chelsea and

Leicester will be guaranteed
fifth and a place in the Europa
League next season.

Wolves are looking to go
one better than their fine first
campaign back in the top-

flight last season by finishing in
the top six and have the poten-
tial to upset Chelsea’s push for
the Champions League at
Stamford Bridge.

However, any slip from

Nuno Espirito Santo’s men
would give Spurs the chance to
move into sixth.

Jose Mourinho’s side have
won their last three and will be
confident ahead of a trip to

Crystal Palace, who have lost
their last seven games.

Seventh could still be good
enough for European football
next season, but that depends
on Chelsea beating Arsenal in

the FA Cup final on August 1.

RELEGATIOON DOGFIGHT
At the bottom, two of

Bournemouth, Watford and
Villa will join already relegat-

ed Norwich in the
Championship next season.

Villa have the upper hand
with a three-point lead on
Bournemouth and a margin-
ally better goal difference than
Watford.

Dean Smith’s
men also have
momentum after a 1-
0 win over Arsenal on
Tuesday and travel to
a West Ham side now
sure of their place in
the Premier League
next season.

“Results went our way in the
week and we’re above the dotted
line at the moment,” said Smith.

“The most important thing
is to be above that dotted line

on Sunday and we know we
have to win to guarantee that.”

Watford’s sacking of Nigel
Pearson with just two games of
the season remaining did the
Hornets little good in a 4-0

thrashing at the hands of
Manchester City on
Wednesday and they
travel to Arsenal needing
to better Villa’s result.

Should both lose
then Bournemouth
could extend their five-
season stay in the top-

flight by beating Everton at
Goodison Park.

“The next game is the
biggest game of al l  our
careers,” said Bournemouth
boss Eddie Howe.

Milan: Atalanta’s slim hopes of
pipping Juventus to the Serie A
title dimmed further Friday
after a 1-1 draw at AC
Milan.

The team from
Bergamo stay second in
the table, five points
behind Juve but have
just two games left.

Gian Piero Gasperini’s
Atalanta had routed Milan 5-0
when the teams met for the first
time this season in December.

However, they were a goal
down after just 14 minutes on
Friday thanks to a well-judged
free-kick from Hakan
Calhanoglu.

Milan, who were on a run of
three successive wins in the
league, were indebted to goal-
keeper Gianluigi Donnarumma
for saving a weak 24th-minute
penalty from Ruslan
Malinovskyi.

However, Duvan Zapata
brought the visitors level 10
minutes later.

Matteo Gabbia failed to
clear and Colombian forward
Zapata pounced to equalise.

Milan stay sixth in the table,
one point behind Roma and
on course for a Europa
League spot next season.

Meanwhile, Crotone
became the second club to
be promoted to Serie A

after Benevento thanks to a 5-1
win over Livorno.

Promotion was guaranteed
after rivals Spezia could only
draw 0-0 at Cremonese. AP
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How Leicester can qualify?
Fixture: Man United (H)

For the Foxes to be
assured of a place in the
Champions League next sea-
son, they need to beat
Manchester United at the
King Power stadium.

A defeat would end their
chances but if they draw the
game, they will need Wolves
to beat Chelsea at Stamford
Bridge to ensure qualification
for the Champions League. 

How Manchester United can
qualify?
Fixture: Leicester City (A)

Manchester United need
just a draw to ensure qualifi-

cation for next season’s
Champions League, while a
win over Leicester in the
final game will secure a third-
place finish for the Red
Devils.

A draw will mean United
would need to hope Chelsea
don’t win their game against
Wolves to finish third.

A loss would
mean Europa
League football at
Old Trafford next
season unless
Chelsea lose to
Wolves, a result that
will see United qual-
ify despite coming
unstuck at Leicester.

Even if United
finish outside the top four,
they can gain entry into next
season’s Champions League
by winning the Europa
League this season. 

How can Chelsea qualify?
Fixture: Wolves (H)

Chelsea just need a point
at home to Wolves to seal
Champions League football,
but should Frank Lampard’s
men lose,  then a draw
between Leicester and United
would see the latter two fin-
ish in the top four.

However, the
Blues could still
qualify for the
Champions League
if they lose and
Manchester United
beat Leicester at
the King Power
stadium. But, a
Leicester City win
and a Chelsea loss

would spell the end of the
London side’s Champions
League hopes as United
would then remain ahead
on goal difference.

CHAMPIONS LEAGUE RACE
TABLE AFTER 37 MATCHES
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How can Wolves qualify?
Fixture: Chelsea (A)

Nuno Espirito Santo’s men
must win to ensure qualifica-
tion for the Europa
League. Any slip up — a
draw or a loss — would
give Spurs the chance to
move into sixth if they
beat Crystal Palace at
Selhurst Park.

Tottenham would
also qualify with a draw
if Wolves lose to Chelsea. But
a draw against the Blues would
mean Spurs would need to
beat Palace to sneak into the
sixth place. If both Wolves and
Spurs lose, Santo’s side would
make the Europa League.

Wolves can make it to

Europa League even if they fin-
ish seventh if Chelsea beat
Arsenal in the FA Cup final on
August 1.

How can Tottenham qualify?
Fixture: Crystal Palace (A)

A win could still be good
enough for European football

next season, if Wolves
fail to win at Stamford
Bridge. 

If Wolves lose,
Mourinho’s side would
need just a point to
finish sixth. A defeat
for Spurs would mean
they finish seventh.

However, Spurs could still
enter the Europa League if they
finish seventh if Chelsea beat
Arsenal in the FA Cup final
and deny the Gunners a con-
tinental spot that will then go
to the team in the seventh
position in the league.

EUROPA LEAGUE RACE
How can Aston Villa sur-
vive?
Fixture: West Ham (A)

A win will guarantee safe-
ty for Villa if Watford fail to
win at Arsenal. 

If Watford win at the
Emirates, Villa would have to
either match or better
Watford’s winning margin
against West Ham. Draw for
both teams would see Villa
remain in the Premier League
next season.

A defeat for Villa would
leave them in danger of going
down but they could be bailed
out by results elsewhere if
Bournemouth fail to beat
Everton or Watford lose by a
margin that’s not better than
that Villa’s by two clear goals.
A one-goal goal difference
swing in favour of Watford
would put the two teams
level on goal difference but
Villa would survive on virtue

of more goals scored.

How Watford can survive?
Fixture: Arsenal (A)

The Hornets will sur-
vive if they better Villa’s
result but in case both teams
win or lose, Watford will
have to make sure there is a
two-goal swing in their
favour as far as the goal dif-
ference is concerned to stay
in the top flight.

How can Bournemouth sur-
vive?
Fixture:Everton (A)

For Bournemouth the
situation is clear. They must
win to harbour any hopes of
survival and hope both Villa
and Watford lose their respec-
tive games. A point for either
side would end
Bournemouth's Premier
League stint even if they beat
Everton at Goodison Park.

SURVIVAL RACE
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Paris: Paris Saint-Germain
star Kylian Mbappé has less
than three weeks to recov-
er from a heavily sprained
ankle in order to face
Atalanta in the Champions
League quarterfinals.

PSG plays the free-scor-
ing Italian side on August 12
in Lisbon as part of the final
eight’s single-game knock-
out format, which ends with
the final on August 23. PSG
is already without striker
Edinson Cavani, who did
not renew his contract
when it expired at the end
of June.

Mbappé limped off
injured in the first half of a

1-0 win over Saint-Étienne
in the French Cup final, and
watched the rest of the
match from the bench with
a brace on his foot. 

PSG said in a short
statement on Saturday that
Mbappé’s “serious right
ankle sprain” wil l  be
reevaluated in three days
after further tests.

“It just cracked a bit,”
Mbappé told French
President Emmanuel
Macron after the final, as
PSG players were about to
collect their medals.

Perrin’s foul was badly
timed rather than mali-
cious, and the veteran

defender clearly looked
worried when Mbappé
writhed on the ground. He
accompanied Mbappé as
he walked off the field.

Saint-Étienne sent
Mbappé its best wishes for
a speedy recovery in a
Tweet on Saturday, to
which the France star
responded positively.

Atalanta coach Gian
Piero Gasperini also
wished Mbappé well.

“I sincerely hope it’s
not too serious, even if for
the moment it appears to be
so,” Gasperini said.
“Mbappé is a fantastic play-
er, world class.” AP
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Madrid: The Spanish second-
division club at the center of
a coronavirus outbreak said on
Saturday it had 12 new cases,
taking the total to 28 infections
among players and staff.

M a d r i d - b a s e d
Fuenlabrada also said that
two more people who had
been in close contact with the
team have also tested positive.

Four of the new infections
are in Madrid, while the other
eight are among the squad and
staff that have been isolated
this week in a hotel in La
Coruña. The team had trav-
eled to play a final-round
match at Deportivo when the
outbreak was detected.

The Spanish league can-
celed the match between
Fuenlabrada and Deportivo
when the outbreak was detect-
ed only hours before kickoff
on Monday. The results of the
final round meant Deportivo
was relegated to the third
division. AP
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�What is Kanyadaan about?
The play was written in 1979-80 by Vijay

Tendulkar. The inspiration and idea came on
the basis of an incident that took place at a
close family friend’s home. Though a lot of
people misunderstand it and treat it as a play
about Dalit politics, the play is a slightly pes-
simistic view of an overtly idealistic behaviour
in the world. The main protagonist of the play

is not the kanya but her father with
Gandhian views with a reformist at

heart. He believes in eradicating
caste system via Gandhian princi-

ple of sacrificing oneself. His
daughter has imbibed her

father’s views as well
and comes across a

Dalit boy and falls in
love with her
father’s ideas and
in turn him.
�What is your
role?

I play the
Dalit boy from
the lowest caste

in Maharashtra
— Mahar — who in

the post-
Independence India

manages to get educated.

He is a political Dalit activist and rising up in
power — equal to other lower caste. Despite
his ambition to rise up, when he comes to the
girl’s house all his complexes — of class and
caste — rise up.
�How did you come onboard for the pro-
ject?

This play has existed for sometime now.
It came into prominence when Sadashiv
Amrapurkar directed it and had played the
Dalit boy and Shriram Lagoo had played the
father. In fact, Amrapurkar got Govind
Nihalani’s Ardh Satya due to this role. When
the play was about to go on the floor, a lot of
people said that it was violent and others said
it was too dark as the audience, largely made
up of higher class, when they watch the caste
conflict, it disturbs them because it shows them
in a disturbing light. However, the play has
been much appreciated for many reasons. First,
the audience is gripped in conflict. Second due
to the drama in it. Three due to extreme emo-
tions. Finally, the family concept that comes
into play here.
�You are part of Dance Like A Man. What
is it about?

It is an Indian play in English about an
artist finding his way in the society in the 60s.
A society that was more into nation building
needing engineers and doctors rather than an
artist — a Bharatnatyam dancer who fights

gender bias and tries to find space for him-
self and that political freedom is not
enough there is a question of personal free-
dom as well.
�Theatre is all about live shows that peo-
ple can watch. Is showing them on OTT
platforms a good option?

It is a necessary option. When you are
live, you end up playing at one theatre with
say maybe 500 people as an audience. But
there may be a lot more people who are
interested in theatre but will never get to
watch this play. The OTT platform is a great
way to reach out to all those people who are
keen to see good plays but don’t have access
to them. Second, there are so many people
who are not exposed to theatre but due to
OTT, they are getting to watch newer con-
tent when they come across a play being
shown and may end up enjoying it.
�Do you think that OTT platforms are
the future of entertainment?

It has already become one. People are
so mobile today, before the lockdown.
Unlike earlier, where people would wait for
the next episode to air. Now, a person trav-
elling, he has the option to watch a show or
a movie at a time convenient to them. For
the OTT platform, they have a diverse audi-
ence, diverse generation, diverse classes and
diverse content where one can have an

Aarya, Made in Heaven and Mirzapur. Now,
they are supporting Originals as well even
though going to the theatre is an experience
in itself but our daily lives are getting frac-
tured, our watching has also become frac-
tured.
�From Bollywood to theatre to Bengali
cinema, how has the journey been thus
far?

It has been fantastic. I never realised that
in my 25th year I would be this busy. I fol-
lowed the simple idiom of not going with
the plan but going honestly, with instinct and
lending my time in creating a stage with my
kind of acting which is not the big
Bollywood aspirational. Yet to do projects
that are content and character driven and
slightly artistic. This particular genre has
been kind to me. I have done Bollywood,
did TV, moved to Bengali cinema and did
international projects as well that were in
English but with Indian content. I worked
in European TV as well. I also teach and take
classes on theatre appreciation.
�Are you at a stage in your career where
you can say you call the shots?

It has been like this from the beginning.
I have never had a manager. My work has
given me more work. My first film happened
because Govind Nihalani had seen me in 
a play.

Friendly banters, that can some-
times turn into ugly fights,
putting each other into the
most embarrassing situations

and the unending argument about who
is the adopted one, are the foundation
stones of a brother-sister relationship.
No matter how ugly things can turn
between the two, but the moment
someone tries to hurt them, siblings are
there for each other acting as a shield.

A song that was specially made to
cherish the bitter-sweet relationship,
bhaiyya morey rakhi ke bandhan ko nib-
haana, sounds as fresh till date.
However, with Coronavirus’ raging
fury which has disrupted every aspect
of life world over, let alone the festival,
getting back normalcy seems a difficult
milestone for the human race.

It goes without saying that the
essence of festivals has faded away, with
friends and family hesitating to pay a
visit to their loved ones, a festival is now
just like any other day for many. Such
is the case with Rakshabandhan, this
year. Sending rakhis to your brother via
courier is not something new, but was
never considered the new normal.

“My elder brother, Himanshu, lives
in Australia. Celebrating rakshaband-
han together was a ritual. In fact, his
week-long stay at home was in itself a
festival for us. But this time, he could-
n’t fly back to India for obvious reasons.
Though, I will be sending him a rakhi,
but that will not fill the void. This is the
first time when I would not be tying
rakhi on his wrist myself. Not to men-
tion, there will be no fight for my gift
too. The festival this time will definitely
feel incomplete,” a 21-year-old, dis-
heartened sister, Riya Middha, says.

Middha is not an exception. Many
people are now preferring to stay back
and instead courier rakhis to their

brothers. Pawan Gadia, CEO, online
and retail, Ferns N Petals, India, UAE
& Singapore, tells you that as compared
to last year, the site has seen a 50 per
cent surge in customers. “We didn’t
anticipate such a surge in our cus-
tomers, given the situation this year.
However, due to the pandemic a lot of
people are now 

buying rakhis online and getting it
delivered to their brother’s place. There’s

still a week to go for the festival and we
are now anticipating more delivery
requests and accordingly we are
restocking our warehouses,” he tells you.

He tells you that the brand has
already received 300 thousand orders
for rakhi and by the end of the season
they see this growing to 1.5 million. 

“So far we have received around
11thousand personalised rakhi orders
on our mobile app. We have also

launched personalised rakhi app, for
which we have got around 1000 orders
and expecting to get 3000 orders for the
same by end of the rakhi season,” he tells
you.  He adds that the brand doesn’t
only deliver rakhis in India but abroad
too and the demand this year has grown
manifold. “This time there is a huge
surge in customers who want the
rakhis to be delivered in other countries
too, mostly in the US, followed by UK,

Singapore, UAE and a couple of others,”
he tells you. The reason being no inter-
national flights in place, and even if they
will many people will hesitate to fly
given the situation.

Given the cost conscious cus-
tomers of the brand, the cost of the
rakhis start at �300, delivered to your
brother’s place across any country and
in less than �700, one can have the
rakhis delivered in couple of countries
in the world.

Not only rakhis, but people are opt-
ing to send a range of other products
along with rakhis just to give a special
feel to the festival, even if they are not
together.

“Personalised gifts are in trend. It
is something that many people are buy-
ing along with rakhis,” Gadia tells you.

The high statistics of people buy-
ing and getting the rakhis delivered
online are enough evidence to prove
how different the festival will be this
year. More so, when a simple kalawa
rakhi which once costed just �20 is now
selling at not less than �50.

Another saddened sister, Jyoti
Pandey, who too can’t visit his brother
in Baroda, says that though the festi-
val is not the same this year, she is try-
ing to make it as special as possible.

“In the wake of the pandemic, I
don’t find it a good idea to travel all the
way to Baroda from Mumbai.
Therefore, I have sent a personalised
rakhi to my brother and to make him
feel more special and that he is not
alone, I will be sending some cus-
tomised gifts as well. 

Also, we are planning to get on a
video call on rakshabandhan and then
follow our customs. Though it will not
suffice, still through technology we can
feel that we are together,” Pandey
asserts.
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�What is your role in Dil Bechara?
I play Jagdeep Pandey aka JP. He is Manny’s ( played by Sushant

Singh Rajput) best friend. The role is actually very different from
Isaac from The Fault In Our Stars, but the fact that he too suffers
from the same disease — optical lymphoma. JP hails from Patna
and is an aspiring Bhojpuri filmmaker, but the fact that his eye is
damaged and he is on the verge of losing the other eye too, makes
him start working on his film without opting for a professional
course in filmmaking. More so, because he didn’t have any time
for the same. He casts Manny as the hero and were then looking
for a heroine, which he finds in Kizie (played by Sanjana Sanghi).
�The best part about playing JP.

I was extremely excited when I heard about the part. JP some-
where defies what I am as a professional. I am a trained filmmak-
er, I went to a film school and I am someone who has watched world
cinema. Developing the love for Bhojpuri cinema with a lot of con-
viction, was something that I had to imbibe in me because I have
never watched Bhojpuri films that much. When I was preparing
for this, I used to listen to Rinkiya Ke Papa and Lipstick a lot. And
the best part was that I fell in love with the songs. Even when I did
Badrinath Ki Dulhaniya, I didn’t get to explore the Bhojpuri cin-
ema. We were trying to make it a pan India film, so I just had to
get the accent and the attitude right. Here too we have tried that,
but I got to explore more depths.
�The memories of Sushant that you have from the sets of the
film.

There are so many. If I cite one memory, the other would feel
offended. Every memory that I have of Dil Bechara is just beauti-
ful. This was my first time working with Sushant and unfortunately
it became the last. The one thing that I always will remember is
that he tried to include everyone on the sets, so that no one should
ever feel left out. Be it the production assistant or the spot boys,
and everyone with whom usually the actors don’t even interact with.
I have been a second lead in many films, I have seen it takes a lot
of heart for someone to be very less actor and include and engage
with everyone on the sets and Sushant did it. He even invited the
light and the spot boys to a party. It is something that I have taken
away from him. Not that I didn’t see the contribution these peo-
ple make in a film’s success, but sometimes we just look for vali-
dation since I am also very new in the industry. I probably need-
ed an example and Sushant set that for me.
�You have talked about how Humpty Sharma Ki Dulhaniya will
always be close to your heart. What makes it so?

If you would ask me how I got that film, I would have said I
have no clue. But then there are many reasons that makes it spe-
cial. Shashank (Khaitan) and I have done a play together and then
he went on becoming an assistant director for Ishaqzaade. I had
left acting and I fell back on my media education and became a
program producer. I was shooting a brain surgery for Nat Geo when
I got a call from the team asking: Ek badi si picture mein, ek chota
sa role hai. Karega? I said, by all means. Then I had to take few days
leave and go to Mumbai for the auditions. The first audition was
so bad that Shashank called me and said: Yeh kya ganda audition
diya hai tuney. Then I gave the audition again. Shashank called me
again to his office. Until then, I was thinking that he must be the
assistant director of the film and for old time’s sake he is auditioning
me. When I reached there, he told me that Sahil it is not working
out at all and that you should go back to Delhi and I nodded. It
was then when he stood up and told me that I have got the film.
I thought that: Iskey paas authority bhi hai ya nahi mujhe finalise
karne ki, then I saw the script and it said directed by Shashank
Khaitan. That’s how it happened.
�How do you define acting?

If you would have asked this question six years ago, I would
have told you all fancy things about it. But now, I would say if you
pick up the dictionary, infact I tell this to my students too, that there
is a word ‘act’, which means to do. It is as simple as that. Acting is
to do. When you ask me what, then it is there in the script and how,
then however the director says. And in the process you have to make
it as realistic as possible and all of that comes with practise and
research. An actor’s job is limited to that. Acting is not about hav-
ing good looks. Whatever your character demands, you just have
to work hard and look like that. Super 30 is an answer to this. There
is nothing called a method in acting, but at the same time you need
to apply lots of methods too.
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If you enjoyed watching Uri:
The Surgical Strike and want

more of the same then Avrodh:
The Siege Within is right up
your alley. The trailer of the web
series that goes live on SonyLiv
on July 31, 2020 is based on
Rahul Singh and Shiv Aroor’s
book, India’s Most Fearless and
is directed by Raj Acharya.
From the trailer, the series
promises to be just as intrigu-
ing and thrilling. While almost
all of India knows what hap-
pened during the Uri surgical
strikes, Avrodh… goes a step
forward — it is a detailed
authentic account of a covert
mission that was tasked to the
Indian Army following the Uri

attack and the planning behind
it.

The series opens with
Shailesh Malviya played by
Neeraj Kabi, who plays the
role of National Security
Advisor. He is known to be a
trigger-happy politician, having
served R&AW and been a jour-
nalist, Malviya understands the
world of security and its image
from within. His dialogue: “Let
us show the world that India is
not just the land of Mahatma
Gandhi but also Shubhash
Chandra Bose,” is worth a mil-
lion. More so, given the rising
international pressure, the
Indian Army showed extraor-
dinary courage, heroism, and
fearlessness under hostile con-
ditions.

Who are the men of
courage on the frontline? Major
Videep, played by Amit Sadh,
is a special force commander,
who is leading the mission.
Coming from an army back-
ground he always craved to join
the force and is furious yet bal-
anced in his reaction. In the

series, he uses his knowledge,
patience and resourceful plan-
ning will be worth watching.
When Sadh had shared the
trailer, he had tweeted: “I ded-
icate this to u, Dad. For u & all
Indians, I bring to u #Avrodh.
We heard about it, read about
it, & saw things, but do we

know everything? Was it as
simple as it seemed? Or did this
require strategic planning, pre-
cise execution, & daring deci-
sion-making? I was truly
amazed!” He had also gone on
to say that the web series is a
different narrative than the
movie because the format is dif-
ferent and in Avrodh… they
had more hours and hence
were able to go into the details
and complexities.

Darshan Kumaar plays
Major Raunak Gautam. He is
from the Bihar Regiment and is
a sentimental yet determined
soldier. A family man, who is
unable to meet his daughter,
loses his best friend to the
attack. How he comes on board
the final mission and takes the

revenge of his friend’s murder
will definitely be interesting.

The other characters that
will keep one interested in the
series are Madhurima Tuli who
plays Namrata Joshi, a senior
reporter with a news channel.
She is feisty and has a quest for
truth. Does she succeed in
knowing it and how does she
bring it in public is something
that her character will keep one
hooked.  

And then there is Vikram
Gokhale who plays Prime
Minister. He makes an unprece-
dented decision and stands
behind it till the very last
moment. The other stellar cast
includes names like Anant
Mahadevan, Arif Zakaria,
Pavail Gulati and Abu Hafeez.
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The actor, who shot to fame with Hazaar Chaurasi
Ki Maa and went on to do films like Hate Story
and Shakal Pe Mat Ja, will now be seen in Zee

Theatre’s Kanyadaan to air on ZEE5. The
actor speaks with Shalini Saksena about

his 
journey and how showing

stage plays on

4�!�734��)3�!�1)��<2�3

&#6�'8�,'84�&86*+
�%����"'����$�����#!'�% ����$������$"�"$���$���%�
�!�#� !�� ��)%$�� ���� �C"�'�$&��2� %���"������*
+�$��$����!�2!'���!&���!�����%�����&!���!���!!�.
6���� $�%��%�$�"��2*���"%�($�"����)����%������2�
�!� +�� ����2.� � �����$��� $�� #��'� �&��2�%$���S
��!#� �!��5#���$��� (�"��	 ��)�� ���� �&��
��&!'�$���*���	*��"� �!� �����	 ��**� �!��!��%5

���$��� �������	 $�%�"���� �!�"����$"��!'�%����$�����)���	���� �!��'�-�+$
��"�)�*���	 ��� �!� 2'##2� +'�����*� ���� $"%��� ���� "�$�(2� �2�.� �%���
��*���	%�&���#+������#�������$���%��($�"����!��%����&��2��$#��2!'��+�!�%��
!(�����%����$�����!!�*��%��($�"��� !'�����"����2!'���&������$����$+�$����!&�.

���������������
��:���	�����	����
���!���!'����*��
�%����$�(��2���%�
�(�"$�������$�$!��*
�#+���$�%��� $�%
�$�&��*��!�����J����
��!��� $���#�)���%�
����$&���#!��
�(�"$��������2�5
"��"%$��.����2!'��+�!�%����!&����!�������2!'����
����"%$����!����(����2���)%$*��%���2!'�"����'���2��!
 $�%��%$��!(�$!�.

����	�����
��:���
������������

��'�����(�$�)�� �	�#��
��$�&���+����������������!�"!!)$���

1!!��	�����"!�!'���L+�'�*2���! *
�����M�1� ���!(��1!����"!���$!��

1!����� :>4�#���
�%$����!#(!'���
�%!"���� :84�#���
���)��!#(!'���
�%!"!���� :84��#��
�$���� :��+�

����	��	��� <�������  �#�7����$&$����%���!������$��!��A'��
(!��$!��� ���� � ���� �!!�� "!�!��� �!� %�&�
���(�"�$&��"!�!'��'���!������������)��(
�%�#���$���.
�����%��#�����$#�*�#����+!�%� %$������
���)�"!#(!'���"%!"!�������(������2*�+2
���$��� �$�����!$�� �!� �%�#.������� �%��� �
�(������%�#�!��(��"%#����(�(������
���! ��!�����.
��! � ��)�� �%�� "!�!'�� �!������� ���
 $�%��%���%��(�!���$��������"'������#�)�
�����*� ��! ��*� ����(�� ���� �$�"� !'�� �%�
�!������.
��! �!�"��+!�%��%��"%!"!������(�����
�������*� $�%��%��%��(�!��"'�����#�)���$�"

!'��!���%�#.
��! � ����#+��� �%�� ��$+��� ��*�� +2
��)$��� !��� "!�!'�� "%!"!����� �$�"� ��� �
+���*� ���� (��"$��� �%�� !�%��� "!�!�� �$�"
!&��� $�������$����2�('��$����%���%$����$�"
!&���$��#����'(�!���!������.
���"!�������)%$�� $�%��!��������! ���*
�����*� ��#�*� �'���� �(�$�)��� ���� �$�&��
+��������(����2!'��"%!$"��.�
�1$����2� (��"�� �%�� ����#+���� ��)%$�
!&��� �%�� "!�!��'�� ����(�� #���� ��!#
�!�����.�G!'����$+�����)%$����������2��!
���&��.�


�������8	
���	%�!��	*����&��	
���	)������	=��	:����

	��:�	����
�



������
����;���

��4�����"����(�#����,�����$#�(�
4 / ' 0 � 5 �  - �  . �

�01	�(	1	�'�%&	

���	�(	�#�		���2	�3��3
#%���	(	2�)�%��3������

2���3�	���3��
	��(
4����%��3�(	

6'�#��"����#����

<���:����
������9'
�9(9(

�# , �$���C�� =�$��A"+@ � �*+* 7�$�
��$�� ,,�A� 7�@, +�$>$�C-�!#$@#�#+��6  �
7,$>$�*��# �!�,"7�$��+��+���A$"���=�7 

4�5��3�42�?��2<4��2
4�#8�<1�)3#��)8
��������$��$"��C(�"���$!���!��2!'����������2!'���"%��'��.��!� %���$��(!��$+���!&�����2$����!��!�$�����*� �$���
��6�
��������*�����%���'������� �2���!���"��$#��!!��%����%�����-!2�$���%�����������'���$#��

Ever realised it’s nearly dinner time
and you haven’t had your shower?
With lockdowns ahead of many of
us in the country, pressure of work-
ing from home and schools starting

with the online classes, everyone is doubling
up as parent, teacher, entertainer, cleaner,
chef and not to forget employee. Juggling so
many roles can be daunting and leave you
feeling frustrated and out of control. 

The mind is a powerful thing and when it
feels out of control, disoriented, everything
around you seems to fall apart. You feel like
you are drowning in responsibilities somehow
grabbing at straws to stay afloat. What you
need instead is a life jacket. Let me throw you
one.

What if you are unable to check your
frustration and that feeling of having lost all
control? What if, at the end of the day, you
truly feel productive, like you achieved some-
thing? How do you tackle such extreme
swings? 
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Let’s begin with something that we largely

remain unaware of or take for granted — our
time. In particular, let’s look at our priorities
and how we should manage our time. 

Start with a SIMple exercise to improve
awareness — Time Diary. Grab a paper,
spreadsheet or whatever you like and a clock.
The stopwatch on your phone will work fine.
Now, write down how you spend your day
from waking to sleeping. Note down every
action including time spent on the phone,
throne or social media. Time that you spend
drinking tea, chopping, cooking or cleaning
up. 

We are looking for time “suckers”or ener-
gy wasters — Where is my time going?
Where do I waste time? Woah, do I really
scroll through my phone for 40 minutes on
the pot? Find your time suckers and remove
them. 

Ask yourself — what can I do less of, so
that I can do more of the things that matter
to my physical and mental well being? 

With an active social media presence
myself, I ensure I have a time slot for each
activity because without it, I will get sucked
down the rabbit hole. 

We are not in a contest; we are not trying
to come out of this with a doctorate in UI
design. If you are safe and healthy you are
doing a great job. 

Ideally aim for three big to-do items a
day. Three must dos and if you finish them,
then do some more. Setting realistic expecta-
tions of yourself and others is imperative to
your mental well-being at the moment. 
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In these times, parents, especially moth-

ers, have found themselves overwhelmed and
inundated with work. The pressures of raising
a child coupled with managing home and
work from home office can be a daunting
task. Here are a few things that have truly
helped me as a full time working mother. 
● Batch Cooking. Cooking for multiple

meals simultaneously saves times and
energy.

● One pot meals make cooking simple and
quick. You don’t need a buffet spread at
each meal.

● Listing out your three top to-do items
right at the beginning of the day. Setting a
goal helps one stay focussed. 

● 10 minutes of quiet me-time. Use this
time to relax and do nothing. Works as a
great recharge. 

● Delegate. Get your spouse, children, fami-
ly, partner, roommate or any human you
can find, to share the workload. If you
cook, someone else can clean. If you iron,
someone else can fold. 

● Don’t compare. If someone says they are
acing this time, that’s great. But that is not
your life and not your circumstances. So,
don’t compare what’s happening in your
life with that of the others or for that mat-
ter, anything. You do you. 

● Be kind to yourself. Speak to yourself as
you would to your best friend. We often
judge ourself harshly. Know this is the
best way that you can handle. 

● See if you can add 15 minutes of some-
thing important while removing 15 min-
utes of something unimportant. You’d be
surprised to know how wasteful our
mind/certain habits can be. 
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My top tip to staying fresh, sorted and in

control of the game is a good night’s sleep!
One of the biggest reason for people

struggling with weight issues, feeling low and
slow in general, is lack of adequate sleep. 

Here are some of the signs that indicate
you are not getting enough rest:
● Your mind feels unclear maybe even a bit

foggy. Think reduced alertness, confusion,
forgetfulness. 

● You feel low or not happy. Maybe you are
feeling more stressed, low in terms of
mood. When we sleep we repair and
regenerate and not getting enough of sleep
starts to show up quickly. 

● You are more susceptible to illnesses,
viruses, bacteria. Something you do not
want right now. 

● Low energy, lower reaction time, lethar-
gy... 
Some of these can also be indicators of

vitamin deficiencies, but before you run out
to get tested, try getting in more sleep. Aim
to get in atleast seven hours of sleep. I know
you’re possibly thinking: “You have no clue
how much work I have”. But, let’s be honest is
working out an assessment. Time dairy is
your friend here. All research shows a
delayed bedtime is from a voluntary delay —
that extended TV time or watching videos
online. Unless you are a new parent!

Ideally, aim for the same sleep and wak-
ing time. Seven to eight hours is ideal. If you
don’t think this is priority, think again. 

Sleep loss increases your risk of weight
gain, insulin resistance and type 2 diabetes.
Time you paid attention to proper sleep. 
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A study was conducted on 11 healthy

men in their 20s. They were allowed to sleep
only four hours per night for six nights con-
tinuously. At the end of it, it was found that
they had the insulin sensitivity of a 70 year
old pre-diabetic! This when only one parame-
ter was changed. While it’s a small sample, it
is suggestive. The solution is cheap and easy
to do. 

If you have some trouble falling asleep try
some of the measures listed in the chart. See
if those help. 

Life throws many curve balls at us and
2020 is just one of the many. You just need to
learn to hit that ball. It does not have to be a
perfect shot and you don’t need to hit a six
each time. You just need to learn to hit the
ball. It’s as simple as that.

Set realistic expectations of yourself and
your schedule. Do what is possible over try-
ing to do it all. SIMplify where you can, that’s
all you need right now. 

The writer is a Lifestyle and
Transformation Coach
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Suralakshmi Villa is Aruna
Chakravarti’s fourth novel,
though the last two, Jorasanko
and Daughters of Jorasanko, were
strictly in the genre of bio-fic-

tion. Interestingly, this novel, has evolved
from one of the short stories of the col-
lection Secret Spaces, published by her in
2010. For the reviewer, reading this
novel, as an e-book was quite an interest-
ing experience. Not used to reading e-
books, I thought my patience would run
out and I would probably finish the novel
in a month. But the book sustained my
interest throughout, enabling me to com-
plete the reading in three days with some
necessary pauses.

The story takes you across back and
forth in time to Bengal and Delhi of the
British and post independent eras. The
referral point is the cultural history of
Bengalis (Hindus and Muslims) of that
period. Aruna Chakravarti has an abid-
ing interest in historical research which
helps her authenticate every detail of the
period and times she writes about. Her
painstakingly written prose could be read
effortlessly by readers because she is a
good storyteller and that is what matters
in fiction.

The novel has a central narrative, the
life and times of Suralakshmi, a lady doc-
tor who is a woman of intellect and sub-
stance, a woman empowered. Yet as it
often happens, she loses all discretion
when she falls in love and drifts towards
an unworthy lover, agreeing to be the
“second” wife in his large household.
How she gets cheated by her husband
and ultimately leaves home with Eidun,
her protégée, to set up medical practice
in a remote corner of North Bengal and
what happens thereafter, has been writ-
ten with insight and empathy. With the
central story, there are other characters,
whose lives get entangled with the chief
protagonist and these sub-plots also find
a place through “personal revelations” in
the novel. 

What is interesting is the space given
in the book to rituals, folklore and culi-
nary practices of both Hindus and
Muslims woven together in a tapestry
that reveals the essentially syncretic
nature of Bengal and her people. Aruna’s
characters are as real as the people we see
around us, with their strengths, their fail-
ings and their vulnerabilities. There are
immensely inspiring stories of those who
could cross the threshold from tradition
to modernity. Despite its regional ethos,
the novel is a microcosm of the India we
have lived and known in the last five

decades. Even overseas readers will be
able to relate to this “Indian” story so
easily.

Women will like the story, perhaps
they will find a feminist message. Some
may feel the novel is a bit harsh on its
men, like Moinak Sen and Moinnuddin.
Yet, if you read the novel carefully, the
Hindu elite of the period appear to be as
flawed as the Muslim men of a lower
class, both would take their sense of
“social entitlement” with perfect impuni-
ty. The younger Hindu men in the novel
may be more relatable to younger readers
today since generational change is seam-
lessly woven into the narrative.

Nowhere is the writer judgmental
about societal or community values, that
was perhaps never the intention. The

characters are not black and white, the
complexity of each character is reflected
upon and handled deftly, no character is
sketched out as entirely predictable.
There is a strength and flow in the story
that one wants to meander with and like
all good novels, the message quietly
comes through at the end.

Aruna is a master in recreating and
evoking historical periods, her prose is
always rich in detail about the atmos-
phere periodised. The characters are
rarely atypical, they live their lives, often
trying to escape their destinies. The com-
plex emotional relationships are threshed
out with clarity at times and sometimes
leaving tangled webs to the reader’s
imagination. The writer reaches out to
your mind in a lucid, easy, non-preachy

style.
Suralakshmi Villa is the story of a

house and its characters. The book has a
huge cast. It tells the story of Rai Bahadur
Indranath Choudhury, Suralakshmi’s
father, Lakshmi Devi her mother, and her
four sisters. It also narrates the story of a
growing city (Delhi) and the lifestyle of
its elite immediately after independence.
She engages with Lutyens’ Delhi through
vivid imagery, her descriptive lens mean-
dering through the calm of this lan-
guorous city with its beautiful monu-
ments and gardens. The descriptions of
this elegant city and the lifestyles of its
“genteel” folk, will remind everyone of
how “British” Delhi has always been. The
passing of the seasons is described unob-
trusively as she moves on with the central

characters and their lives. The complexi-
ties of the “Bhadralok” class, trying to fit
in with the demands of tradition and
modernity, amply reflects “India in tran-
sition” in the last fifty years even when
the story crosses over from the 20th
Century to the next.

This is a novel spanning four
decades. Many of us can completely
identify with its central values, the dilem-
mas of its characters and the cultural
ethos of its age. Those who have not
been a part of the Bengali cultural her-
itage, its folklore, music and legends may
feel a trifle alienated. Though Aruna
Chakravarti has always written about
Bengal and Bengalis, it didn’t restrict her
readership to a region. Her earlier novels
about the Tagores may have generated a

pan Indian appeal because of the magic
of the family name. This story of an
upper middle class Bengali household in
Delhi (over a span of time) should be no
less relatable.

Her portrayal of rural Muslims of
Bengal may seem stereotypical at times,
but has to be read in context.
Moinnuddin, Eidun’s father maybe a car-
icature of his class, but Moinak Sen is
also representative of the feudal patriar-
chal Hindu male, a caricature no less.
“Tradition” among Hindus and Muslims
are sometimes represented by such char-
acters, which highlights their “negative
shades. Whether the novel seems to be
making statements through them or not,
only the author knows best. 

Read this latest novel by Aruna
Chakravarti as it should be, for a good
story and a climactic ending Start read-
ing, and flow with the momentum. It is
an engrossing story with a huge cast that
will keep you going. For discerning read-
ers, there are messages perhaps.
Understand them and their significance
for contemporary India.

The reviewer is a Professor at
Department of Political Science,

Jamia Millia Islamia
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It is about that year when it
rained so heavy that streams
flowed turned rivers and

rivers into lakes. The water rose
up to the edges of houses and
trees trunks were totally sub-
merged in water. In the pound-
ing rain storm leaves of the
twigs had fallen and the strong
shower of rain water had com-
pletely rid washed the black
colour of the crows that they
looked like lovely white pigeons.

All the inhabitants of the
valley were focused to leave
their homes and take refuge in
the nearby hills. Fortunately in
those days an old friend of dad
had invited us to his daughter’s
wedding and so we reached
Simla. Rain was also wreaking
havoc here and leaping down
the mountain slops like water
spring.

In wedding buzz we had
forgotten everything that what a
storm raged in the outside
world. I was somewhat wonder
struck to see golden bright
spangled dresses, and glittering
ornaments. Among the count-
less gifts given in the dowry, I
had a great liking for a time
piece which was of a lemon size
an extremely shining watch,
which our host had purchased
and brought from Switzerland
for her darling daughter.

Among the viewers of the
dowry, it attracted first attention
of one and all. And Aunty
Tabassum, time and again
repeatedly and by twisting the
key Alarm of this ‘Jaltrang’
sound like sounding time piece,
described the defining charac-
teristic of the unique watch. I

was exceedingly captivated by
this watch. I turned around
many a times and came to see
this lovely piece, again and
again.

How would this watch look
like placed near my head pillow.
And how will it help to awaken
me every morning with its heart
captivating melodious voice. It

created a beautiful painting pic-
ture on canvas of my colourful
imagination. No sooner Aunty
Tabassum was led away hither
or Thither, that I at once gave
my thought out plot a practical
shape and by seizing it kept it
protected in the stitched upper
flop of my Salwar. And, after
sometime, when Aunty

Tabassum came back in the
room, and finding the watch
missing started looking around
in great discomfort. She called
little Hazra

“Where is the watch?”
“Watch?” Hazara was taken

aback with surprise
Aunty ‘Tabassum’ called

‘Chunnu’,’Munnu’, ‘Shammi’ and

‘Aslam’ turn by turn but all
expressed their ignorance. 

Slowly and slowly, all the
guests gathered in the room.
Aunty Tabassum wanted to
avert, but on the guest’s empha-
sis, she had to tell about the dis-
appearance of the watch.

All began to look at doubt-
ing each other. And were with
troubled hearts that how Aunty
Tabassum and other members
of the host family would think
about them. Every guest was
worried at heart and on the
other hand hosts too were
ashamed.

I looked around, whether
the people were not looking at
me. On being completely
assured, I began to walk slowly
and to satisfy myself personally,
once coughed also for self satis-
faction. At once it occurred to
me as if the stitched bottom
flaps of my Salwar were a bit
raised up from my feet. I sat
down nervously.

“Bi Razia, do you know
something/” Emerged an unfa-
miliar voice.

“Not so.” I answered back
somewhat worried “Aji, why do
you ask Razia ‘poor’ Aunty
Tabassum expressed her full con-
fidence in my person in keeping
with the delicate relationship
between guest and host.

“Razia Beta! Who was the
other child in the room besides
you and Hazra?”

Then the same voice fol-
lowed me once again. I got ner-
vous and looked around. I could
found no answer to make. 

“Our Razia is a good daugh-
ter.” My mother announced my

innocence in the assembled lot.
I felt somewhat revived up. But
the very next moment the same
alarm screamed up from the
flaps of my Salwar in choked up
voice. I trembled.

All eyes rose up towards me.
My Mummy’s eyes were aflame
issuing sparks. Outside, there
was heavy down pour. But I was
craving for a drop of water to
drown and sink myself deep
down and was peeping right and
left. Crows sitting on the terrace
in front of the window appeared
‘White’ before my eyes. More
than their black coloured feath-
ers was my darker deed.
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The strange goings-on in
Turkey have baffled secu-

larists around the world as the
nation’s judiciary capitulated to
the specious argument of
President Recep Tayyip
Erdogan to turn the clock back
to 1934 and convert the Hagia
Sophia museum into a mosque.
The conversion of Hagia
Sophia museum, which is not
only an architectural master-
piece but also an epitome of
Muslims-Christians’ shared
traditions and unity, is a mile-
stone in Erdogan’s purported
narrative of reviving the
Ottoman-era “superiority” of
the Islamic culture and the
resultant consolidation of his
power.  

The conversion of then
church-turned-mosque into a
museum by a 1934 decree was
a modernist idea of Mustafa
Kemal Ataturk, who aimed to
erase the sign of religious con-
version of an Orthodox
Christian cathedral into a
mosque by the Islamic
Ottomans. Before that Hagia
Sophia was the cynosure of
Christians as only during and
after the Renaissance, bigger
churches were constructed. It’s
this historical baggage, the
repurposing of Hagia Sophia is
a matter of grave concern for
Muslims, Christians.

The secular world, besides
religious and political leaders,
has voiced their indignation at
the conversion of Istanbul’s
multi-religious heritage into a
mosque, with churches in
Greece and the USA observing
a “day of mourning”. While the
turn of events in the modern
Muslim majority nation, which
is geographically and cultural-
ly a bridge between the East
and the West, has dismayed the
world, the move is not an utter
surprise if one has kept track of
the decisions of President
Erdogan. 

Starting from his taking up
the reins in 2003, Erodogan has
taken recourse in various
methods to consolidate his
power. He started with the

promise of building the nation
an economic power. Once
hailed for steering Turkey
towards rapid economic devel-
opment, Erdogan is now strug-
gling to deal with shaky
finances. His compulsive urge
to pursue the Islamist agenda
is to sweep those problems
under the carpet. In public,
Erdogan envisions reviving
Turkey’s power and influence
enjoyed during the Ottoman
era. Therefore, he is helping
build mosques, financing reli-
gious education in foreign
countries around the world
from Latin America to sub-
Saharan Africa. But his real aim
remains the same: to stick to

power with public support. It
has caused secular voters to
lose their ardour for him. 

According to an opinion
poll this month, 43 per cent
Turks consider the conversion
move a political manoeuvering
to gag any discussion on the
nation’s economic woes. In an
unprecedented result, Erdogan
bit the dust in last year’s munic-
ipal elections in two biggest
cities, national Capital Ankara
and his home turf Istanbul, at
the hands of the main
Opposition Republican People’s
Party.  This shameful electoral
drubbing, along with financial
woes, has forced him to look
for ways to divert attention of

the general public and lure
back conservative Muslim vot-
ers. And, the Hagia Sophia
decision is his implicit decla-
ration that Islam is the unoffi-
cial religion of Turkey.

The unspoken declaration
spurred a significant section of
Turkish society to lambast the
Erdogan Government, but the
undercurrent among the mid-
dle class was elation at the
Hagia Sophia conversion.
Turkey being the only modern
powerful secular country in the
Muslim world, the radicalisa-
tion process has paid Erdogan
the much sought-after divi-
dends. 

To widen his reach and

influence of Islamist politics
and to install himself as a
champion of the Ummah,
Erdogan takes keen interest in
denouncing the world com-
munity for its fixated attention
on the “Islamic terror” while
ignoring terrorism by non-
Muslims. His new-found inter-
est in Kashmiri Muslims and
Rohingya Muslims can be con-
trasted with his strong rejection
of the historical fact of the
Armenian genocide by the
Ottoman Empire.   

In fact, for an elected con-
servative Muslim leader whose
popularity is on the wane, it is
impossible to resist the morass
of popular antipathy towards

non-Islamic symbols. Hagia
Sophia was a festering wound
for the Islamists who had been
pushing for its conversion back
to a mosque for decades as they
consider the Kemalist secular-
ism only hurt the Islamic cul-
ture and Turkish nationalism.
Erdogan’s decision to convert
this ancient church-turned-
mosque-turned-museum into
a mosque is consequence of
that desire to give a death
blow to the symbol of that
humiliation. And it also serves
the political purpose of
Erdogan. 

However, as Turkey is not
well linked to the Islamic civil-
isation and history, nor has it

living evidence of religious
relics as seen in the Arab
world, Erdogan lacks the nat-
ural ability, like that of Saudi
Arabian leaders, to claim the
leadership of the Muslim
world. Therefore, the Hagia
Sophia decision aims to weave
a new narrative of Islamic tra-
ditions, which, in fact, is in
contravention of the Islamic
values. 

Learned Muslims may be
aware of the historical truth
that medieval Muslim invaders
didn’t encroach on the places of
worship of the People of the
book, Christians and Jews.
However, Ottomans blatantly
flouted the norms. And
Erdogan is hell-bent on resur-
recting that Ottoman era. 

As the world is distraught
at the regressive approach of
Erdogan, the common refrain
is what’s next from the Turkish
President. However, at this
stage, it is difficult to read the
tea leaves about what Turkey
will become as multiple factors,
including domestic political
developments, Islamist crisis in
the neighbourhood, and
geopolitics, play role in shap-
ing up the future events. On the
extreme end of that spectrum,
the move may trigger compet-
itive narratives of Islamism in
Turkey and neighbouring
nations who look upon the
modern secular Muslim coun-
try; it may also convince many
Muslim nations that secular-
democratic politics is alien to
Islamic culture and traditions. 

However, considering the
resilience of deeply embittered
secular Turks, Erdogan’s gim-
mick doesn’t guarantee unbri-
dled reign for the neo-
Ottoman. Nevertheless, one
thing is certain: The results of
the next general election will
determine whether the
Kemalist doctrine of top-down
secularism still appeals to the
masses. 

(The writer is Associate
Editor & News Editor, The
Pioneer) 
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Rajasthan is facing unprece-
dented political crisis.

From an intra-party feud
between the Chief Minister
Ashok Gehlot and Deputy
Chief Minister Sachin Pilot, the
battle has now travelled from
the Rajasthan High Court to
the Supreme Court. The two-
year-old Congress
Government, one of India’s
largest States, is on the verge of
collapse. 

Since the formation of the
Government, the two leaders,
one an old loyalist and other a
very ambitious young man,
have never been on the same
page. Gehlot, an old Gandhi-
family loyalist and Pilot, a very
close associate of Rahul
Gandhi, had always their own
game plan to consolidate power
and go up the ladder. 

Pilot, who helped wrest
power from the BJP in the
State, expected a bigger role in
the governance when the party
came to power, being the son
of late senior and popular
Congress leader Rajesh Pilot. 

Old guard Vs young blood
Rajasthan saw a clash

between youth leader Pilot
and old guard Gehlot. When
the Congress came to power in
2018, it was Gehlot, a former
CM, who claimed right to the
throne as he also worked hard
to bring party back to power. 

Gehlot succeeded in
sidelining Pilot, usurping the
throne. But dissent was brew-
ing in the party since begin-
ning, with Pilot being made
Deputy Chief Minister. The
recent crisis which came in the
open showed the party in bad
light after rebel MLAs raised
the banner of revolt.

And as things have gone
out of hand, political observers
feel that what matters in the
Congress is not just work, effi-
ciency and vision, but the link
with the High Command:
Sonia and her old coterie. 

All decisions for State lead-
ership precisely come from
Sonia’s durbar only. In case of
Rajasthan, both Gehlot and
Pilot had their own proximity
to the Raj, but finally the older
one prevailed over the younger. 

At a time, when the whole
world is fighting with a dread-
ed pandemic called Covid-19,
the two-party stalwarts are
battling for their supremacy. It’s
nothing but their ego clash. It
is a struggle for the top post in
the State. While wrangling for
their chairs, both the CM and
the ex-Deputy CM have just
missed the point that they
belong to the same Congress
party. And ironically, the per-
son who has just served Gehlot
as his Deputy till the other day
has been made out to be worth-
less and a back stabber. 

Besides, Pilot has invited
the ire of all his top party office
bearers as he is colluding with
the Opposition BJP to topple
the Gehlot Government.
Interestingly, Pilot is accused of
staying in an Opposition-ruled
Haryana wherein he may be

conspiring to stage a political
comeback with a new “avatar”. 

Who knows what is in his
mind? It is certain that after
such public humiliation, he
will return to the party unless
he is assured of the post of the
Chief Minister and probably,
the safe future for all the rebels
who have sided with him for
now. The way Sonia has taken
the final decision to remove
him from the post of the
Deputy Chief Minister despite
Pilot having close ties with both
Rahul and Priyanka, it seems
the underlying game plan is
much bigger than it seems. 

Being a young and promis-
ing political leader, after the
exit of Jyotiraditya Scindia and
fall of the Congress
Government in Madhya
Pradesh, Sonia must have
thought it is the right time to
axe another competitor to her
son in the long race to the Lok
Kalyan Marg, formerly known
as 7 Race Course Road.

First, the Speaker of the
Assembly had given show
cause notice to Pilot and 18

other MLAs. Then the team
Pilot approached the Rajasthan
High Court to quash the dis-
qualification notice given to
them by the Speaker. The
Speaker argued that the court
had no jurisdiction to intervene
in the proceedings of the House
as the former has yet to take a
decision. 

When the High Court
asked the Speaker to defer the
decision on disqualification
on Pilot and the other 18
members, he challenged it in
the Supreme Court. But the
Supreme Court rejected his
plea to stay HC proceedings.
And Justice Arun Mishra stat-
ed that there is nothing wrong
in raising the voice of dissent
in a democracy. But then he
underlined the fact that the
decision of the High Court will
be subject to the top court’s
decision. Now, the High Court
has finally said the status quo
should be maintained till
Monday. 

Now the Gehlot is bracing
for an Assembly session to
prove his majority. As of today

he claims to have the support
of 101 MLAs, a water thin
majority in a House of 200
members. The Opposition BJP
has 72 members, but with the
Pilot’s 19 members, the party
will need another 10 MLAs to
form the next Government. 

Numbers game 
Now it’s a question of num-

bers game: Who wins or loses
will all be determined by the
respective number of MLAs
only. Most of the leaders in this
country in particular and
around the globe in general,
have hardly bothered about
their electorate. Many of them
have completely lost their sense
of being in power and have also
forgotten the fundamental pur-
pose of an elected representa-
tive. The Pilot controversy has
once again brought the Anti-
Defection Law of 1985 to the
fore. It is also known as the
52nd Amendment Act passed
by adding a new Tenth
Schedule to our Constitution
during the tenure of then
Prime Minister Rajiv Gandhi. 

This Act came into opera-
tion on March 1, 1985. Its main
objective was to prevent the
scourge of emerging defection
across the country that almost
paralysed the political parties
and existing governments. As
per this Act, the seat of an MP
or an MLA can fall vacant in
case; a) he voluntarily gives up
his membership of such polit-
ical party; b) if he votes or
abstains from voting in such
House contrary to any direc-
tion issued by the political
party he belongs; c) if an inde-
pendent member joins any
political party after his election;
d) if a nominated member
joins a political party after the
expiry of six months from the
date he took oath as a member
of the House. 

But the Act does not apply
to: a) party splits: When there
is a split in the party and the
concerned member belongs to
a faction that consists of not
less than 1/3rd members of the
party; b) when two or more
political parties decide to
merge by a two-thirds major-
ity of the total strength of the
party in the legislature and last-
ly, c) when a member resigns
from a party to take over as the
Speaker/Deputy Speaker and
Chairman/Deputy Chairman
of a House. Most importantly,
any decision regarding the
defection is to be taken only by
the Speaker or Chairperson of
the concerned House as the
case may be. 

His/her decision on dis-
qualification in connection to
defection is final and no court
has any jurisdiction on such
matters.

Hide and seek by Pilot
Now fully knowing well the

consequences of the Anti-
Defection Law, why the hide
and seek is played by Pilot.
Either there must be an ulteri-
or motive behind his decision
to stay away from now three

crucial meetings called by the
Speaker of the Rajasthan
Assembly or Gehlot must have
a concrete plan to dislodge
Pilot to remove all his obstacles
to continue in power. And a
third possibility may be Pilot
must be thinking of offering
outside support to a BJP-led
Government in the State on the
event of falling the Gehlot
regime.

Whatsoever it may be, the
saddening part of such
episodes is simple: the voters’
trust on the elected represen-
tatives fade away. Also in the
absence of a clear cut definition
on defection, the malaise con-
tinues as of today and will
remain at the heart of Indian
democracy. 

Unfortunately, a few years
after passing the Act, we had
witnessed the first case of
defection in the Nagaland
Assembly. But when the
Supreme Court delivered its
judgment in the Kihota
Hollohon vs Zachilhn &
Others Case 1992, it has under-
lined that the Speaker’s decision
on disqualification in such
matters is subject to judicial
review. The reason behind is
that the Speaker while acting
under the 10th Schedule is a
tribunal and hence his/her
decision can come under the
court’s power of judicial review.

Now the ball is between the
SC and the Governor’s court.
Both can play a critical role.
However it all depends how the
MLAs switch sides without
inviting penalties i.e. disqual-
ification under the 10th
Schedule. 

At the end, it must be said
that it is a dirty game. MLAs
are hiding in hotels and resorts.
And the populace is just wait-
ing them to deliver services at
this pandemic hit situation.
Very sad situation!

(The writer is an expert on
international affairs)
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Agreat majority of people believe in
the existence of God, which differ-
ent philosophies perceive in their

own ways. They believe that there exists
an eternal reality that creates, sustains
and recycles life cycle. Also, administers
the whole world, having eyes on our con-
duct individually and collectively. It is, as
if, there exists a reality distant from us,
who would judge our conduct and set the
terms of our future qualitatively, accord-
ing as one would deserve.

There are many philosophies that do
not subscribe to the concept of God, even
of Indian origin such as Samkhya,
Jainism and Buddhism. The self-
acclaimed rationalist just deny the exis-
tence, even though they may not be hav-
ing any philosophy in hand to justify
their stand. Many scientists, based on
their perception, deny the existence of
God. Stephen Hawking and Leonard
Mlodinova in their book, “The Great
Design”, maintain that “God did not cre-
ate the Universe and the Big Bang was an
inevitable consequence of the laws of
Physics. The fact that there is a law such
as gravity, the Universe can and will cre-
ate itself from nothing. Spontaneous cre-
ation is the reason there is something

rather than nothing, why the Universe
exists, why we exist.” I think he had the
Christian concept of God in mind, to
deny its existence as in their concept,
God and Existence are two different reali-
ties. That made it difficult for them to
reconcile the scientific perception with
that of the concept of God. Hawkins has
written volumes on the concept of cre-
ation, but he could not decipher the
dynamics of life holistically, not to say
anything on their bearing in human func-
tionalities in their day-to-day life.

There is no denying the fact that
‘God or No God’, there is system in place
engaged in uninterrupted creativity,
which has been driving the world indi-
vidually and collectively in almost an
autopilot mode. See how functionaries in
the cosmos such as the Sun, Moon, and
all functionalities of the nature, vital to
our life cycle have been going on, follow-
ing involuntarily developed design para-
meters mandated for them, and with such
precision. One may believe or deny the
concept of God, but can anybody exist
without the support of nature driven
perennial resources? And these resources
are not manmade. And that’s what divine
creations mean in real terms.

Vedanta says that God is formless
and attribute-less, the ‘One’ without a sec-
ond, having in store the fundamental ele-
ments of creation, carrying the potential
to manifest all by itself. It is pure con-
sciousness that is all-pervading, and
available with all. Consciousness element
animates all our functionalities including
our ‘power of knowing’. It also lends nec-
essary intelligence to all nature driven
functionalities to move in an orderly
fashion with precision. Consciousness,
thus, weaves through the whole world
into a unified organism where no indi-
vidual has a reality independent of the
whole. This concept is quite in conformi-
ty with the scientific perception of cre-
ation. So said eminent Australian
Physicist, Paul Davies: “For a naïve realist,
the world is a collection of objects. For a
quantum physicist, it is an inseparable
web of vibrating pattern, where no indi-
vidual component has a reality indepen-
dent of the entirety, included in that
entirety is the observer.”

It, would, therefore, be fair to surmise
that there is a system in place that would
be necessarily having a Primal-Source,
having in store fundamental elements of
creation, intrinsic to which is the funda-
mental elements of consciousness. That

includes the manifest world with all its
diversity and enormity. There are lot of
intervening dynamisms operative at visi-
ble and imperceptible levels playing in
between. All moving in togetherness as a
unified organism, have been driving the
world individually and collectively. In this
scheme of things, courtesy the conscious-
ness element, there always remain con-
nect between the primal source and the
manifest. “Without Him, I exist not,
without me He is unmanifest,” said Mirra
Alfassa, the spiritual consort of Rishi
Aurobindo, popularly known as ‘Mother. 

According to Vedanta, the living
world may get dissolved one day, when it
gets back to the primal source, carrying
along the seeds of creation. Out of those
seeds, a fresh world comes into being. So,
the existence is always there in one form
or other. So, “Existence is a reality”. For
the sake of our understanding, the system
would need a naming. If we shed our
individualistic belief, what better than the
three lettered word “God” to name it.
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