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Prime Minister Narendra
Modi on Friday morning

sprang a major surprise by
visiting Ladakh and sent a
terse message to China that the
era of “expansionism” is over ,
asserting that India’s quest for
peace should be not be mis-
construed as a sign of weak-
ness.

As the Line of Actual
Control (LAC)in Ladakh
remains tense for the seventh
week, the Prime Minister also
paid tributes to 20 Indian
Army personnel who were
killed in a bloody skirmish with
the Chinese on June 15 in the
Galwan valley.

Addressing the troops in
the forward areas of Nimu at a
height of 11,000 feet in Ladakh,
he said the era of expansionism
is over and that India’s enemies
have seen the “fire and fury” of
its Armed forces. Tales of the
bravery and valour of the
Armed forces are echoing in
every part of the country, he
said in an obvious reference to
the fight put up by the Indian
soldiers in free for all on June
15.

The Prime Minister said
the world has taken note of
India’s strength due to the
“exemplary bravery” of the
Armed forces in the recent
weeks, adding history is proof
that expansionists have either
lost or perished.

“The era of expansionism
has come to an end. This is the
era of development... History
has proved that expansionist

forces have either lost or were
forced to turn back,” he said,
without directly naming China.
Incidentally, the Leh-based 14
Corps is also known as “fist and
fury.”

Modi further said, “Your
courage is higher than the
heights where you are serving
today. When the safety of the
country is in your hands, then
there is a belief. Not only me,
but the entire nation believes in
you. We all are proud of you.” 

He was accompanied by
Chief of Defence Staff (CDS)
General Bipin Rawat and Army
Chief Gen MM Naravane. 

In his address, Modi spoke
at length about how the virtues

of peace, friendship and
courage have been a part of
India’s culture since time
immemorial. He recalled that
India has always given a befit-
ting reply to anyone who has
tried to disturb the prevailing
atmosphere of peace and
progress.

The Prime Minister
affirmed that India is commit-
ted to peace and friendship but
this commitment to peace
should not be seen as India’s
weakness. Today, India is
becoming stronger, be it in
naval might, air power, space
power and the strength of our
Army, he said, adding mod-
ernisation of weapons and

upgrading of infrastructure
have enhanced the country’s
defence capabilities manifold.  

Continued on Page 6

Lahore: At least 20 Pakistani
Sikh pilgrims returning from
Nankana Sahib were killed
when the driver of the mini-bus
they were travelling reportedly
tried to take a short cut to avoid
a shut railway crossing and
rammed the vehicle into a pas-
senger train in Pakistan’s Punjab
province on Friday. The mini-
bus carrying around 26 Sikh pil-
grims, all from Peshawar, hit the
Shah Hussain Express which
was coming from Karachi to
Lahore at a crossing near
Sheikhupura around 1.30 pm.

Detailed report on P11
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An ill-planned police raid to
arrest a notorious history-

sheeter Vikas Dubey from his
residence in Kanpur’s Bikaru
village went awry as the cops
were ambushed by the ganglo-
rd’s henchmen leaving a
Deputy SP, three sub-inspectors
and four constables dead in the
wee hours of Friday. Several
teams have been formed and
forensic and electronic sur-
veillance teams, along with
STF and ATS officials, have
been pressed into service to
track down the prime accused
and his aides who managed to
escape, taking advantage of
the dark.

Seven other police per-
sonnel, including a Station
House Officer Vinay Tewari,
and a Home Guard, suffered
gunshot wounds and are being
treated at a Kanpur hospital
where the condition of four was
stated to be serious.

Dubey is involved in 60-
odd heinous crime cases and
being a gram pradhan and zila
panchayat chairman, his crim-
inal activities are spread up to
Allahabad, Gorakhpur and
Kanpur Dehat. He is a known
for extorting money from busi-
nessmen and traders.

Also, he is accused of
killing BJP leader Santosh
Shukla (State Minister rank) in
Sheoli police station on
November 11, 2001. He had
been arrested by police in this
case but during trial, as most of
the witnesses turned hostile, he
was acquitted. 

According to reports,
police teams from Bithhoor
Chaubeypur and Shivrajpur
led by Circle Officer of Bilhaur,
Devendra Misra, reached Bikru
village in Chaubepur police cir-
cle to arrest Dubey around
12.30 am on Friday.

To thwart the force team,
Dubey and his aides placed a
JCB machine about 30 metres
from his house. As officers and
personnel alighted from their
vehicles and approached the
house, they faced a hail of bul-
lets fired from sophisticated
rifles and handguns from
rooftops.

The indiscriminate firing
resulted in the death of
Devendra Misra, Station

Officer of Shivrajpur Mahesh
Chandra Yadav, Mandhana
outpost incharge Anoop
Kumar Singh, sub-inspector
Nebu Lal, constables Sultan
Singh, Rahul, Bablu and
Jitendra.

Those who suffered gun-
shot wounds were identified as
SHO of Bithoor, Kaushlendra
Pratap Singh, constables Ajay
Singh Senger, Ajay Kashyap,
Shiv Murat Nishad of
Chaubepur police station, sub-
inspectors Sudhakar Pandey
and Vikas Babu and
Homeguard Jairam Patel.

In the ensuing melee, the
assailants looted a rifle and two
pistols from the police team.

Continued on Page 6
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In a move that has raised eth-
ical questions, the Indian

Council of Medical Research
(ICMR) has asked Bharat
Biotech India Ltd to expedite
the clinical trials for their joint-
ly developed covid-19 vaccine
“Covaxin” to be ready by next
six weeks to be launched on an
Independence Day.

It was only on Monday, the
DCGI had approved the com-
pany’s application to conduct
the phase I and II clinical trial
of its vaccine candidate.

In his letter written on
July 2, ICMR Chief Dr Balram
Bhargava, urged the institu-
tions, specifically 12 hospitals
and research centres around
the country,  to begin enrolling
participants for the clinical
trial no later than July 7, and to
have the vaccine ready for
“public health use”, which pre-
sumably means use by doctors,
by August 15.

Currently, there are around
150 vaccine candidates in trial
across the world. The first vac-
cine globally that went into
human trials was US-based

Moderna Inc’s RNA vaccine in
April, and the vaccine is still in
its second phase.

However, Dr Balram
Bhargava sounded as a man in
the haste. The ICMR chief
said, “in view of the public
health emergency due to
Covid-19 pandemic and
urgency to launch the vac-
cine, you are strictly advised to
fast track all approvals related
to initiation of the clinical trial
and ensure that the subject
enrollment is initiated no later
than 7 July 2020.”

Continued on Page 6
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She was probably one of our
first women to be called
“Masterji” in the gendered

matrix of Bollywood, the term
commanding respect for the
craft that she had perfected
rather than the person she was.
Choreographer Saroj Khan, who
died after a cardiac arrest yes-
terday, changed the contours of
popular dance as we knew it and
ensured that the film industry
rated her the same way they
would a music director and not
consign her to the credits of
being a dance instructor/train-
er. And she became a much big-
ger cultural phenomenon before
youtubers and TikTok influ-
encers copied her footprints.

For the life of me, I am yet to
understand why back in the day,

the canteen at Presidency College,
Kolkata, that would pride itself in
following Kurt Cobain and the
like, so breezily embrace Ek Do
Teen. Not so much for Madhuri,
whose cute smile and sensuous
eyes had boys rooting for her but
the entire dance sequence she
executed and what it represent-
ed. Everybody would line up free
tables, join them, sing the song
while a boy or girl would mimic
the steps on the temporary plat-
form. Gender didn’t matter, nor
did the absence of beer as stu-
dents cheered with their cups of
sugary tea. It was about being
footloose and fancy-free, not
worrying about whether you
could do the steps or not.
Needless to say, no other Hindi
song was allowed to be played
with such gusto.

And if Madhuri Dixit

became the nation’s “dhak dhak”
girl, much of that credit would
have to go to Saroj Khan. If
Sridevi made the blue sari the
immaculate benchmark of sex
appeal, that originality, too,
should be attributed to her.
Bollywood had many male
choreographers who played up
the stereotypical requirement of
projecting the film’s heroine —
back then nobody used the term
“female lead” — as the ultimate
object of desire with gyrating
thrusts  and over-the-top expres-
sions, the come-hither eyes and
the not so suggestive and in-your-
face gestures and pouts. But
Khan changed all that, drawing
you in but leaving a lot to your
imagination. Even when the
lyrics alerted the moral police of
the time. Who can forget
Madhuri’s dance number Choli

Ke Peeche Kya Hai, the enactment
of a girl’s desire to find somebody
who would prize her heart over
her body. And for all the cen-
sorship demands of a depraved
culture police, the sequence actu-
ally was executed artistically,
Khan overpowering the physi-
cality of the composition with a
felt ardour through Madhuri’s
expressive eyes. In that sense, she
retained the old world classicism
she was trained in. But she also
kept up with the times.

As the winds of liberalisa-
tion swept through, bringing the
Western popular dance forms
closer home via MTV, she broke
out of her comfort zone and gave
us Tamma Tamma Loge, 
picturised on Madhuri 
and a dance-challenged Sanjay
Dutt in Thaanedar. 

Continued on Page 6
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Taking exception to Prime
Minister Narendra Modi’s

remarks on Friday on “expan-
sionism” in an obvious refer-
ence to intrusions into Ladakh
from across the Line of Actual
Control (LAC), China
responded by saying it is
“groundless” to view Beijing as
“expansionist”.

“China has demarcated
boundary with 12 of its 14
neighboring countries through
peaceful negotiations, turning
land borders into bonds of

friendly cooperation. It’s
groundless to view China as
“expansionist”, exaggerate and
fabricate its disputes with
neighbours,” said Ji Rong,
spokesperson of the Chinese
Embassy in India.

This response came short-
ly after Modi in a surprise visit
to Ladakh without referring to
China said the era of “expan-
sionism” is over.

In Beijing, the Chinese
Foreign Ministry spokesperson
Zhao Lijian said in reaction to
the Prime Minister’s visit to
Ladakh that “China and India
are in communication with
each other through military
and diplomatic channels.
Neither side should make any
move that may complicate the
border situation.”

Meanwhile, China said
“artificial blocks” to bilateral
cooperation would harm India’s
interests and that the two coun-
tries should work together to
uphold peace in their border
region. Beijing will take neces-
sary measures to uphold the
rights of Chinese businesses in
India, a spokesman for the
Foreign Ministry in Beijing
told a news briefing.

His comments came after
India banned 59 apps, includ-
ing TikTok, citing a threat a
national security and as Modi
visited Ladakh.

In his monthly radio
address Mann ki Baat , the
Prime Minister had said,
“Those who eyed Indian terri-
tory in Ladakh have received a
befitting response.”

China has warned that
India’s ban on China-linked
apps amounts to a violation of
WTO rules.

����������
���
�������������
���������������������������
�����������������	��������	���������������	���

 ��
� #+9�"+3(!

Prime Minister Narendra
Modi on Friday told the sol-

diers injured in the violent face
off with Chinese troops in
Ladakh’s Galwan Valley last
month that they gave a befitting
reply. Interacting with the
injured personnel at an Army
hospital in Leh, he said their
bravery will be a source of inspi-
ration for 130 crore Indians for
times to come. 

“The bravehearts who left
us, have not gone without a rea-
son. Together, you all also gave
a befitting reply (karara jawab
bhi diya hai),” he told the
injured soldiers.

New Delhi: In a strong support to India over its border stand-
off with China in eastern Ladakh, Japan on Friday said it
opposed “any unilateral” attempts to change the status quo in
the region. After a meeting with Foreign Secretary Harsh
Vardhan Shringla, Japanese Ambassador Satoshi Suzuki said
Japan hoped for peaceful resolution of the row through dia-
logues. “Had a good talk with FS Shringla. Appreciated his brief-
ing on the situation along LAC, including GOI’s policy to pur-
sue peaceful resolution. Japan also hopes for peaceful resolu-
tion through dialogues. Japan opposes any unilateral attempts
to change the status quo,” he said on Twitter. 
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Congress leader Rahul
Gandhi on Friday took a

jibe at Prime Minister
Narendra Modi asking “who
took our land” along the Line
of Actual Control (LAC).

“Ladakhis say: China took
our land. PM says: Nobody
took our land. Obviously,
someone is lying,” Rahul tweet-
ed.

Rahul has been constant-
ly attacking the PM over the
Indo-China border issue. The
former Congress chief also
shared a video clip of people
from the region alleging that
China has come into Indian
territory.

Titled “Ladakh Speaks”,
the video had people across the
divide alleging China has
ingressed into Ladakh. The
clip ends asking “Why is the
PM silent?”

In one of his earlier tweets,
Rahul Gandhi played upon the
word surrender to take a swipe
at the PM, calling him
“Surender Modi”, and alleging
that China has been building

its presence along the LAC.
Without naming China,

that has been trying to
encroach into Indian territory
in Galwan valley and Pangong
Tso and create new boundary
disputes, Modi today in
Ladakh said the era of expan-
sion was over. This is the time
for development, not expan-
sion, PM said.

The grand old party fur-
ther demanded the PM to
convene special Parliament
session to discuss the matter
saying, “history has proven
that every Government is
eventually answerable to
Indian Parliament.”

The Congress also asked
about the measures taken by
the PM after China made a
Mandarin signage 8 km into
the Indian territory in Pangong
Tso Lake and entered 423
metres into Galwan Valley.

Congress chief spokesman
Randeep Surjewala took to
Twitter and said that Modi did
not name China. “Why is PM
so weak? Why escape from
naming China? When will we
give a direct answer to China?”
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Kanpur (PNS):  Chief
Minister Yogi Adityanath flew
to Kanpur to pay tributes to
the eight police officers and
personnel who fell to bullets
after being ambushed at a
Chaubepur village early Friday
morning. 

Extending deepest con-
dolences to the families of the
martyrs, he also met eight
other cops, who suffered bul-
let wounds and were recuper-
ating at a city hopsital.

On Friday evening,

addressing newspersons at
ADG, Kanpur Zone’s office,
Yogi hailed the dedication of
the men in khaki and stressed
that their supreme sacrifice
will not go waste and the
assailants would be arrested
and handed out stringent pun-
ishment as per law. 

“The sacrifice of the
bravehearts cannot be evalu-
ated by money but the gov-
ernment will always be with
their families,” he said.

■ Related reports on P3
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Expressing deep concern
over Kanpur incident in

which eight policemen
were martyred, Rashtriya
Lok Dal national spokesman
Anil Dubey demanded Rs 1
crore as compensation to
the family of each martyred
policeman and government
job to one member of their
families.

Dubey said it was evident
from the incident that the
police informer network had
failed miserably and the nexus
of criminals was working effec-
tively in the Yogi Adityanath
government.

He said incidents of mur-
der took place in more than a
half-a-dozen of districts of
Uttar Pradesh on Friday and
this exposed the state govern-
ment’s claim of having brought
law and order and crime under
control. 

Dubey said the people
were under pressure following
the coronavirus pandemic
and a spurt in crime
incidents had added to their
woes.  

Communist Party of India
state secretary Girsh expressed
grief over the death of police-
men in the Kanpur incident
and criticised the state govern-
ment, saying why a criminal
having 60 cases of heinous
crime was out of jail. He
demanded compensation to
the family of the martyred
policemen.    

Aam Aadmi Party leader
Sanjay Singh expressed grief
over the death of martyred
policemen and demanded
compensation to the family of
the each of the martyred
cop.

He also demanded a probe
into the incident by a sitting
judge of High Court.  

Lucknow (PNS): Samajwadi Party
president Akhilesh Yadav has alleged
political-criminal nexus behind the
gruesome killing of eight police person-
nel in Kanpur on Friday by the gang
members of Vikas Dubey. 

Eight police personnel, including a
deputy superintendent of police, were
shot dead by the members of a gang in
Kanpur on Friday. At least seven oth-
ers, including a civilian, were also
injured in the incident. 

Attacking the ruling Bharatiya
Janata Party, SP chief Akhilesh Yadav

said, “Tributes to the eight martyrs
who lost their lives in the Kanpur inci-
dent. It is the most unfortunate incident
in the history of Uttar Pradesh; the
policemen have to bear the brunt of
nexus between people in power and
criminals.”  

He demanded that the culprits be
nabbed “alive” so that the present
regime could be “exposed”. “To protect
itself from exposure, stage-managed
encounter of petty criminals was
organised by the police. It is going to
be counter-productive as it will not

only demoralise the police force, it
will also add to resentment among
the police personnel,” the SP chief
said. 

The SP also castigated Chief
Minister Yogi Adityanath from its offi-
cial Twitter handle over law and order
issues prevailing in the state, along
with a demand for Rs 1 crore ex gratia
to the martyred cop’s kin. In word
play over the name of Yogi Adityanath,
the party called for justice from the
“rogi sarkar (diseased government)”. It
called for exposing the connection

between Vikas Dubey and the state gov-
ernment.

Meanwhile, SP state president
Naresh Uttam claimed here on Friday
that Vikas Dube, the main accused of
the Kanpur incident, never had any
association with his party. He said Vikas
Dube was never either a member or
worker of the Samajwadi Party. He
alleged that the Yogi Adityanath govern-
ment was promoting a deliberate mis-
information campaign to save itself and
push the blame on the opposition
party.
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Uttar Pradesh Finance Minister
Suresh Khanna has said the

coronavirus pandemic had badly
impacted the finances of the state
government in the first quarter of
the current fiscal 2020-21. He
said against the target of Rs 41,602
crore in the first quarter ending on
June 30, the actual revenue reali-
sation was Rs 15,716 crore— only
37.8 per cent of the target.

“UP is grappling with the
pandemic for the last several
months. The government, with all
the resources at its command, has
taken every possible measure to
prevent the spread of the coron-
avirus and has also achieved con-
siderable success in the endeav-
our,” the finance minister said, and
added, “The pandemic has badly
affected the development process
and also the revenue recovery.”

The minister said there was
considerable improvement in rev-
enue realisation in June. “The
revenue realisation in June was Rs
8,848.69 crore against the target of
Rs 14,447 crore or 61.2 per cent of
the target. The revenue collection
in April and May was 10 per cent

and 40 per cent of the target
respectively,” the finance minister
said.

However, there is silver lining
in the collection of the non-tax
revenue from geology and mining
department. The revenue realisa-
tion in June was 112.3 per cent of
the target.   Khanna said in the
month of June, against the target
of Rs 300 crore, the realisation
from mining was Rs 337 crore. He
said in the first quarter of the fis-
cal, the target of revenue from
mining was Rs 900 crore and real-
isation was Rs 633.43 crore which
was 70.4 per cent of the target.  

He said much revenue was not
expected from mining in the sec-
ond quarter as mining activity
remains suspended in July-
August-September during the

monsoon season.
“For the first quarter of FY 21,

the target for non-tax revenue was
Rs 4,524.55 crore and realisation
was Rs 1,696.27 crore which was
37.5 per cent of the target,” the
minister said, and added, “For the
month of June, against the target
of Rs 1,513.21 crore of non-tax
revenue, the realisation was Rs 765
crore which was 50.6 per cent of
the target.”

“UP government wants to
achieve the pre-lockdown level at
the earliest and revival of activity
in all sectors of the economy. We
must learn to live with the coro-
navirus and we must adjust our-
selves and our life as we do with
the change of weather. We will
have to readjust our life and social
life as per the protocol of coron-
avirus,” Suresh Khanna said.

Lauding Chief Minister Yogi
Adityanath for the strict lock-
down, the finance minister said, “It
is the result of the lockdown that
the rate of infection and deaths are
low in UP.” Khanna is also the
medical education minister. He
was suspected to have been infect-
ed with coronavirus but his report
was negative.
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When a police team was facing a volley of bul-
lets in Kanpur after it went to arrest dreaded

don Vikas Dubey a few hours past Thursday mid-
night, two cops in Amroha had a narrow escape when
they were rescued by a heavy police force after being
held captive inside a house. 

The cops had gone there to resolve a dispute
when they were assaulted.

Reports said that Jaipal Singh and Soran Singh
are living in same house at Katai hamlet of Didauli.
While Jaipal is occupying the ground floor, Soran is
living with his family on the first floor. 

The two had disputes over petty matters sever-
al times. However, the situation took an ugly turn
when on late Thursday night, Jaipal accused Soran’s
family members of peeping in their open verandah
and teasing females. This led to a clash between the
two families and they called the police control room.

Reports said that constable Roop Kishore and
home guard Durbal Singh of the Leopard mobile
squad reached the spot and called Soran’s family to
come out and accompany them to the police station.
This agitated Soran’s family and accusing the cops
of being biased in action, they nabbed both the cops,
took them inside the house and brutally assaulted
them, and tore their clothes. Not only this, they locked
both cops inside a room. 

Luckily, the cops had mobile phone with them
and they contacted the local police control room and

sought help. 
Soon after receiving the message, Station House

Officer of Didauli police station, Sharad Malik, along
with Station Officer of Dehat Kotwali, Hariyant
Kumar, and four teams of Dial-112 reached the spot
and rescued both the cops.  A case was registered and
action was taken in the matter.

Meanwhile, one person died due to police
excesses in Lakhimpur Kheri. 

Reports said that the cops of Majhgai police out-
post under the Palia police station went to
Gulantanda hamlet at 2 am on Friday. The cops, who
were allegedly drunk, brutally assaulted four villagers,
claiming that they were involved in cow slaughter.
They took the villagers to the police outpost where
Dodan (55) suddenly fell unconscious and was taken
to hospital where the doctors pronounced him dead
upon arrival.  

Dodan’s maternal nephew Ali Hassan claimed
that his uncle along with Jaleel, Gulsher, Wazid Ali
were returning after giving fodder to cattle when the
cops attacked them. 

The villagers staged a protest after learning about
Dodan’s death. They demanded that outpost incharge
Ugrasen be terminated and a case be also registered
against him. 

Superintendent of Police of Kheri, Poonam,
claimed that the cops were innocent but she hand-
ed over a probe in this regard to ASP Arun Kumar
Singh. She said further action would be taken after
the probe report came.
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Uttar Pradesh Chief
Minister Yogi Adityanath

has directed officials to take
regular feedback about Covid
and non-Covid hospitals from
the nodal officers deployed in
various districts so that
required corrective steps could
be taken at the earliest.

“The necessary follow-up
action should be taken on the
basis of the feedback from the
nodal officers,” the chief min-
ister said while presiding over
a high-level Unlock 2.0 review
meeting at his official residence
here on Friday.

He said that caution at
every level was required to con-
trol the coronavirus infection.
“It is necessary to adhere to the
prevention protocol while con-
ducting various activities dur-
ing Unlock 2.0,” he said.

“People should be motivat-
ed and encouraged to observe
social distancing norms and
should be asked to wear masks,”
he said, adding that activities
should continue to create
awareness among the masses.

The chief minister direct-
ed officials to continue effective
police patrolling as before and
stressed on checking public
gathering and strict monitoring

in the containment zones. 
He said that all essential

commodities should be avail-
able in the containment zones
so that the people residing
there did not face any problem. 

The chief minister also
laid emphasis on setting up of
Covid helpdesks in all govern-
ment and private institutions.

He said all precautionary
steps should be taken to con-
trol COVID-19 spread in
Ghaziabad district. 

Asking officials to
strengthen health services in
Ghaziabad, Yogi directed the
health and medical education

departments officials to camp
there. 

The chief minister said in
the efforts to contain COVID-
19 and control the death rate,
surveillance teams had a bigger
role to play. He said that active
participation by the surveil-
lance team could lead to time-
ly admission of the COVID-19
patients and prevent loss of
lives. 

He asked officials to
increase the number of surveil-
lance teams in Ghaziabad and
Baghpat.

The chief minister also
asked officials to encourage

rapid antigen testings to ramp
up Covid testings further. He
said training programmes
should be conducted to prepare
trained medical teams. 

“ASHA workers and retired
medical employees can be
roped in and trained for this,”
Yogi said.

The chief minister asked
officers to make arrangements
in advance for the food grain
distribution drive commencing
from July 5. He asked officers
to ensure that no complaint
about weight and measure or
any irregularity was received.
He said the district magis-
trates should monitor every
activity of food grain distribu-
tion drive on a regular basis. 

He also directed officials to

prepare an action plan to
reduce the human loss from
lightning.

Those present in the meet-
ing included Medical
Education Minister Suresh
Khanna, Minister of State for
Health Atul Garg, Chief
Secretary RK. Tiwari,
Infrastructure and Industrial
Development Commissioner
Alok Tandon, Agriculture
Production Commissioner
Alok Sinha, Additional Chief
Secretary (Home and
Information) Awanish Kumar
Awasthi, Additional Chief
Secretary (Finance) Sanjeev
Mittal, Additional Chief
Secretary (Revenue) Renuka
Kumar, Additional Chief
Secretary to Chief Minister SP
Goyal, Additional Chief
Secretary (MSME) Navneet
Sehgal, Additional Chief
Secretary (Health) Amit
Mohan Prasad, Additional
Chief Secretary (Rural
Development and Panchayati
Raj) Manoj Kumar Singh,
Additional Chief Secretary
(Agriculture) Devesh
Chaturvedi, Principal Secretary
to Chief Minister Sanjay
Prasad, Secretary to Chief
Minister Alok Kumar, Director
Information Shishir and other
senior officers.  
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As the surveillance for COVID-19 started in Meerut
division on Friday, the Uttar Pradesh government

ruled out community transmission of coronavirus
infection, saying that the random sampling of vendors
showed less than 1 per cent of them were infected.

Additional Chief Secretary (Health) Amit Mohan
Prasad said here on Friday that during a random sam-
pling of vendors, including street hawkers, vegetable
vendors and others, in all the 75 districts, the good
result was that not even one per cent of them were
found coronavirus positive .

“The department had collected 5,508 samples of
these vendors and of them just 60 were found positive,
which is less than one per cent,” he said, adding that
this clearly showed that there was no community trans-
mission of the virus.

Special surveillance work started in the six districts
of Meerut division from Thursday when teams went
for door-to door-surveys and screening of people. There
are around 7,485 teams in the six districts that
will                    conduct house-to-house survey. Gram
and mohalla nigrani samitis have been asked to assist
the health teams in Meerut division. There are 2,375
gram and 1,516 mohalla nigrani samitis in these six
districts.

Prasad said that Covid helpdesks had been set up
in all the hospitals, government offices, police stations
and other places and they were screening people in large
numbers. 

“Over 4,444 helpdesks have been set up in govern-
ment hospitals, 3,564 in private hospitals, 1,569 in police
departments, 140 in PAC, 71 in jails and in all the 75
collectorates along with other places,” the additional
chief secretary said.

He said there had been a spike in coronavirus cases
in the last few days because of the Covid helpdesks
which were identifying coronavirus suspects and push-
ing them for tests.

Prasad also appealed to the people to participate
in large numbers in the competition of one minute
video on prevention of COVID-19 and ideas on pre-
vent coronavirus spread in 150 words.  

“In both the categories, the 10 best entries would
be given Rs 10,000 cash prize each. People can send
their entries on WhatsApp number 8005192995 or
email to oneminuteforcovid@gmail.com,” he said.

The last day for sending the entries is July 8 and
the result will be announced on July 15.

Prasad said that 27,565 tests were carried out on
Thursday and with this the total number of Covid tests
in the state had gone up to 8,10,991. Of these tests, 2,140
were 5-sample 5 pool tests and 317 10-sample pools
tests. In the 5-sample 5 pool tests, 229 were found pos-
itive and in the 10-sample pool tests, 49 were found
positive.

At present around 1.57 lakh health teams have cov-
ered 1.15 crore houses in the state and screened over
5.87 crore people in 25,590 areas, including 10,102
hotspots. There are 7,467 people in the isolation wards
of Covid hospitals and 4,509 in institutional quaran-
tine.
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The Yogi Adityanath govern-
ment faced opposition

onslaught on Friday over the
killing of policemen during
an encounter in Kanpur.

Congress leader Rahul
Gandhi said it was another
proof of “hooliganism”, while
her sister Priyanka Gandhi
Vadra asked the government to
fix responsibility. 

Priyanka took to Twitter to
condole the deaths. “Eight
policemen were martyred while
they went to nab criminals. I
pay my condolence to the fam-
ily of the martyrs. In UP, law
and order has become very
bad and criminals have no
fear. From common man to
policemen, no one is safe,” she
said. 

“The responsibility of law
and order is with the chief min-
ister. He should initiate strict
action and there should be no
laxity in it,” the Congress leader
added.

Rahul Gandhi also attacked
the Yogi government over the
killing of the policemen. He
tweeted: “Another proof of
‘gundaraj’ in UP. When the
police are not safe, how will
the public be? My heartfelt con-
dolences are with the families
of the slain martyrs and I
wish the injured a speedy
recovery,” he said in a tweet in
Hindi. 

Rahul Gandhi also
expressed his condolence to the
family of those dead and
wished speedy recovery of the
injured.

UPCC president Ajay

Kumar Lallu also attack on Yogi
government over the killing of
eight policemen in Kanpur
and said that the Bharatiya
Janata Party government had
lost control over governance
and the law and order had
completely collapsed.  

“This incident is proof of
the fact that there is no govern-
ment in the state. It is jungle raj
where even the police are not
safe,” he said.

Expressing grief over the
martyrdom of eight police-
men including a circle officer
in an encounter with miscre-
ants in Kanpur, Bahujan Samaj
Party supremo Mayawati on
Friday said that the govern-
ment need to be more active as
far as the law and order situa-
tion was concerned.  

In a tweet, Mayawati said,
“The incident of the death of
eight policemen including a
DSP and seven others getting
injured in an encounter with
notorious criminals in
Kanpur early today is extreme-
ly sad, shameful and unfortu-
nate. It is clear that the UP gov-
ernment needs to act in a
more agile and fit manner
especially in the matter of law
and order.”

She added, “The govern-
ment should not leave the
criminals at any cost in this
sensational incident, even if
there is a need to carry out a
special operation for it. The
government should provide a
job to a family member of the
deceased policemen, along with
an appropriate ex gratia
amount, this is the BSP’s
demand.”
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NOTICE

Be it known to all that I have
changed the name of my son
Muhammad Danish in place of
Ishan Danish. In future he will
be known as Muhammad
Danish. Imran Khan resident of
D-1/106 Sec-F, Jankipuram
Lucknow.

NOTICE

I Sanjay S/o, Kishori holding Indian
Passport No. T 4991468 Dated 19/08/2019
issued at Manama having permanent resi-
dence at Sairapur, Hasanganj, Unnao, Pin
229841, UTTAR PRADESH, INDIA Presently
residing at BLDG 847, road 213, block 302,
Manama Bahrain do hereby changes my name
as (Given name) Sanjay (Surname) Kumar,
Objection (s), if any, may be forwarded to
Embassy of India, P.O. Box 26106, Bldg. 1090,
Road 2819, Block 428, al Seef, Bahrain.
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Unable to see his father’s suf-
ferings at the hands of a

money-lender, a 17-year-old
BTech student ended his life at
his house in Naka on Friday. He
was very much attached to his
father, who is a tea vendor, and
was the only son of his parents.
Ayush Yadav of Harinagar
Dugawan was found hanging
from the ceiling with a dupatta
tied around his neck on Friday
morning. On being informed,
police reached the scene for
investigation.

“Ayush was upset ever since
he came to know that I bor-
rowed money from one
Radheshyam Sharma of
Balaganj. I had taken the money
on interest but could not pay
back the interest for previous
months due to lockdown.
Radheshyam would exert pres-
sure on me to pay back. Ayush
got to know about it and he
became upset seeing my pain
and ended his life,” his father
Ramesh told the police. A case
was registered in this connection
and the body sent for autopsy.
Sources said Ramesh was being
bullied by Radheshyam and he
had also sought police help
which never came his way. They
said Naka was one of the hubs
for the money-lending busi-
ness. “The money-lenders enjoy
police patronage and they bully
the borrowers into paying inter-

est and even threaten police
action,” the sources said.
However, the police said they
were not told anything of that
sort by the deceased’s father.   

Meanwhile, a 45-year-old
woman was found hanging in a
mango grove in Rehmat Nagar
(Gosainganj) on Friday. Reports
said Ram Janki was found hang-
ing from a tree with a dupatta
tied around her neck. The body
was sent for autopsy and further
investigation initiated.

In another incident, a 29-
year-old woman, Kanti Devi aka
Aliya of Malhaur in Chinhat,
was found hanging at her house
in Indira Nagar on Friday

morning. Her husband
Khurshid Ahmad works at a
utensil shop in Bhoothnath
market. Reports said Kanti Devi
had a love marriage with
Khurshid and the couple had a
three-and-a-half-year-old child.
Her father Parshuram lives in
Kanshiram Colony in Malhaur.
She was found hanging from the
ceiling with a dupatta tied
around her neck. Police said
Kanti Devi was taken to a hos-
pital where she was declared
dead.

Meanwhile, a man attempt-
ed suicide after setting fire to his
bike following a verbal spat with
his wife in Jankipuram on
Friday afternoon. As per
reports, the vehicle (Bolero) of
Suresh Chandra Tiwari (40) of
sector-6 collided with a bike on
Thursday evening. Suresh took
the bike’s key from its owner
asked him to compensate for the
damage done to his car. On
Friday afternoon, the bike
owner reached Suresh’s house
requesting him to give his bike
back. Suresh’s wife Manju
returned the keys to him to
avoid confrontation over a petty
issue. He picked up a verbal spat
with Manju over the issue and
set fire to his own bike. He later
locked himself in a room and
ended his life. A police team
reached the scene and rushed
Suresh to KGMU Trauma
Centre where his condition was
said to be critical.
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UP Sainik School observed
Martyr’s  Day in the

memor y of  Capt Manoj
Pandey, the real hero who
sacrificed his life for the sake
of his motherland. The mag-
nif icent edif ice of  ‘War
Memorial’ situated in the
sprawling campus of UP
Sainik School was the spot on

Friday where a large gather-
ing took place. It was way
back in July 1999 when Capt
Pandey showed his exem-
plary valour and undaunted
courage while fighting against
the Pakistani Army and did
not think twice before offer-
ing his ultimate sacrifice in
order to make his motherland
secure.  

The day was remembered

by the whole school fraterni-
ty. Gopi Chand Pandey, father
of Capt Manoj Kumar Pandey,
was  welcomed by the princi-
pal, Lt Col Udai Pratap Singh
and other staff members. He
offered a wreath at the statue
of Captain Pandey after which
by Lt Col Udai Pratap Singh
and Sangeeta Suneel, incharge
(training), paid glorious trib-
utes to the martyr.
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A32-year-old labourer was
found murdered in Para

early Friday morning. Blood
oozed out from his mouth and
nose and there were deep cut
wounds on the body, suggest-
ing that he was attacked with
sticks and sharp-edged
weapons. Police sent the body
for autopsy and started further
investigation.

As per reports, Anoop of
Hardoi was staying in a make-
shift house at the office of a
builder, Usman Ali Khan aka
Raju Bhai, in Nazim Nagar.
On Friday morning, some
labourers spotted him lying
on a bed in a pool of blood.
On being informed, a police
team reached the scene and
contacted Anoop’s brother
who lives in a rented accom-
modation in the same locali-
ty.  Init ial  investigation
revealed that Anoop had din-
ner with a labourer, Anil
Kumar Rawat, who lives in the
same locality. Anoop’s broth-
er suspected the role of Anil
in the murder of Anoop and
he lodged a case naming Anil.

While the Para police
were tight-lipped, sources said
Anoop was attacked over per-
sonal enmity. “Anil, who has
named in the case, is abscond-
ing. Anoop’s call detail records
are being collected to reach
the persons who were in his

contact the previous night,”
the sources said. They said
Anoop was attacked several
times and probably not by a
single person, as were people
could be involved in the 
murder.

Deceased’s brother said
he came to know of the inci-
dent on Friday morning. “My
brother had injuries on the
face, head, nose, chest and
other body parts. He was
attacked several times as the
miscreants wanted to ensure
his death,” Anoop’s brother
said.
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Two unidentified miscre-
ants deprived a woman of a
gold chain, locket and four
bangles at the gun-point out-
side her in Ashiyana (sector
H) early Friday morning and
fled unchallenged. Guddi Soni
went out around 6:30 am to
purchase flowers for puja
when an unidentified man
gave told her that a policeman
was calling her. 

Guddi moved towards the
man and in the meantime,
another man reached the
scene. One of them took her
at the gun-point and asked her
to hand him her ornaments.
“The duo col lected the 
booty and pushed me down
before fleeing the scene,” she
said. 
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Atheft suspect was found
hanging inside the lock-up

at Gomti Nagar Extension
police station on Friday morn-
ing. Police claimed that the sus-
pect hanged himself from an
iron rod inside the lock-up. A
sub-inspector and three others,
including a sentry, were sus-
pended while a recommenda-
tion was made for the suspen-
sion of SHO Brijesh Yadav.

DCP (East) Somen Burma
said the police had recom-
mended a judicial probe into
the case to bring out the truth
related to the incident. Late in
the evening, inspector Akhilesh
Kumar Pandey was appointed
as the SHO of Gomti Nagar
Extension police station. The

deceased was identified as
Umesh (24) of Maholi in
Sitapur. As per reports, Umesh
was brought to the police sta-
tion around 5:15 am after he
was nabbed by a man while
trespassing the latter's house on
the intervening night of
Thursday and Friday.

Around 6 am, a sentry,
identified as Raju, spotted him
hanging from an iron rod with
a belt tied around his neck.
Umesh was brought down and
rushed to Ram Manohar Lohia
Hospital where he was declared
brought dead. The police tried
to hush up the case but medi-
apersons came to know about
the incident after some hospi-
tal staff members leaked the
information. The news reached
senior officials, including ADG

(Railways) Sanjay Singhal, who
recently took the additional
charge as Commissioner of
Police. He reached the scene
directed the DCP to initiate
action against erring cops.

Laxity on the part of the
policemen surfaced in the case
and hence action was taken.
Sub-inspector Kaushalendra,
constables Radha Mohan Singh
& Deepak Khatana and the
sentry, Raj, were suspended
with immediate effect. Senior
officials also recommended
suspension of SHO Brijesh
Yadav. 

Sources said the police
ignored the protocol required
at the time of detaining a sus-
pect. They said Umesh was
kept inside the lock-up without
being asked to take out his belt.

“Police are required to
search a suspect properly to
ensure if he is carrying any
object which he may use to
harming himself or to exert
pressure on the cops,” the
sources said.

There were reports that
Umesh was being forced to
own up that he committed
theft in the house of a retired
police officer and was subject-
ed to third-degree torture. “He
was left alone after that and he
later took the extreme step,”
police sources said. However,
the police did not endorse the
same. DCP (East) Somen
Burma said a judicial probe
into the case has been recom-
mended while the body sent for
autopsy, reports of which were
awaited.
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Chief Minister Yogi
Adityanath has given his

nod to Central Drug Research
Institute’s proposal for  setting
up ‘Advanced Centre for Virus
Research and Therapeutics’.
The Chief Minister has direct-
ed government officials to
chalk out a work plan.

The CM  said that in view
of coronavirus, Japanese
encephalitis and dengue, cen-
tres which can carry out
advanced research on viruses
are the need of the hour.

A team lead by CDRI
director Tapas Kundu and
comprising KGMU Vice-
Chancellor Dr MLB Bhatt and
AKTU Vice-Chancellor Vinay

Kumar Pathak, met the CM
who, they said, was supportive
of the venture.

The CDRI director made a
presentation before the CM
and proposed the centre as a
joint Central and state govern-
ments’ project. The idea was
conceived by the CDRI direc-
tor and he had approached the
CM first on the issue on June
15. A senior official said there
is no institute of this kind in
the country.

“CDRI, KGMU and
AKTU are going to establish
this centre in CDRI. The clin-
ical part will be looked into by
KGMU and the artificial intel-
ligence by AKTU while CDRI
will be doing the actual
research on the  virus in cellu-

lar and animal model, and the
antiviral will be synthesised in
the institute. The clinical trials
will be done in KGMU,” he
said.

He pointed out that the
centre will be open to all state
hospitals and institutes that
will be able to collaborate. “It
will be a centre on the CDRI
campus and will be open to all
hospitals. If any hospital in any
district has an outburst, it will
be directly connected to the
centre and immediate mea-
sures will be taken,” he said.

He added that they will be
using all kinds of systems to
predict the disease and to do
epidemiology,” he said, adding
that CDRI will be recruiting
faculty for the research.
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The district administration
has geared up for the spe-

cial surveillance programme
which will commence in
Lucknow on July 5. District
Magistrate Abhishek Prakash
held a meeting with senior
officials and issued directions
in this regard. He said teams
have been constituted as per
the micro-plans and will carry
out the survey in the same
manner as the Pulse Polio
campaign.

“All the master trainers
were trained regarding the
surveillance on the NIC plat-
form through video-confer-
encing on June 29. WHO is
providing technical support
for micro-planning, mapping,
survey and reporting,” he said.

The DM said all the mate-
rial required for the survey
should be provided to the
chief medical officers, zonal &
survey officers at the earliest.

He said each team will
have two members and the
survey will be carried out
from 8 am to 2 pm. “The sur-
vey teams will use infrared
thermometers and pulse
oximeters, provided to gram
nigrani samitis by Panchayati
Raj, and all the teams will
mark the houses which they
have covered and they will also
stick stickers prepared by the
Health department,” he added.

The DM said that at the
crossings, police vehicles and
magistrate vehicles will make
announcements to make sure
that there is no crowding of
people and that they are main-
taining social distancing. “The
rapid response team will be
ready and whenever it receives
any information, it will pro-
ceed there,” he added. He said
action will be taken against
people who do not wear a
mask or spit at public places.

CMO Dr Narendra
Agarwal said the micro-plans
give details regarding which
teams will visit which houses.

He said over 10,000 peo-
ple, including officials, will be
involved in the exercise to be
carried out in all parts of the
district simultaneously. “Every
team will be covering 75 hous-
es and these teams comprise
ASHA workers and ANMs.
Block-level trainings have
already taken place and now
trainings will be carried out
below that level by July 4,” the
CMO said. He added that
there are 80 master trainers for
the task and they have been
trained by WHO and UNICEF
officials,” he added.

Besides,  National
Botanical Research Institute
(NBRI) began the testing of
samples on Friday in the new

Bio Safety Lab which it has
developed. Director SK Barik
said they received the first set
of samples, which were over
500 in numbers, on July 2.

“We will begin with 100
samples in a day and then the
capacity will increase gradual-
ly,” he said. He added that the
microbiologist at the institute
is an agricultural microbiolo-
gist and they were in a process
of recruiting a microbiologist
who can work with human
virus. He said that along with
KGMU, they have also begun
the work of sequencing over
49 samples of coronavirus.
“The results of this exercise
will be shared shortly,” he
added.
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Friday morning’s macabre
killing of eight police offi-

cers and personnel in Kanpur
is not an isolated implication of
criminal-politician nexus.
Similar grotesque incidents
have been taking place with
disturbing impunity as the
unholy alliance has continued
to bloom. But this nexus is
exposed only when servile men
in khaki fall prey to bullets. 

Dreaded ravine range
Chhabiram and his cohorts
carried out the worst ever
attack on police on September
21, 1981. In an encounter with
cops of Aliganj police station
(Etah) the gang eliminated all
11 cops, including SHO, Rajpal
Singh on Hamirpur Etah bor-
der. Chhabiram’s proximity to
certain political leaders and
parties were an open secret.

Another incident that
hogged media attention was on
June 2, 2016, when two officers
- SP City, Mukul Dwivedi and
SHO, Santosh Yadav were
killed and several cops injured
after they were fired at trying
to evict illegal encroachment in
Jawaharbagh of Mathura. The
police had gone there after a
court ordered that the park be
freed of encroachment. After
losing their colleagues, the
police retaliated by opening fire
that left 35 squatters dead. The
squatters’ leader Ram Vriksh
Yadav was once a follower of Jai
Gurudev and he and his men
grabbed the site in 2014.
Originally from Ghazipur,
Yadav ran a parallel govern-
ment with the patronage of sev-
eral politicians and hence
enjoyed clout in the local
administration. Yadav also per-
ished in  the encounter.

Yet another incident that

comes to mind was the lynch-
ing of a Deputy SP, Zia-ul-Haq
in Kunda of Pratapgarh. The
incident also left several cops
with injuries. The cops had
gone there to defuse a law and
order problem after a gram
pradhan Nanhe Yadav and his
brother were killed in Ballipur
area on March 3, 2013. 

Slain Dy SP’s widow
Parveen Azad accused legisla-
tor Raghuraj Pratap Singh of
being involved in the murder
and also filed an FIR. However,
a CBI probe found no connec-
tion of Raja Bhaiyya in the
lynching. 

In another daring ambush
on July 23, 2007, six comman-
dos of Special Task Force and
a police informer were killed
by members of Ambika Patel
alias Doctor alias Thokiya
gang. The STF team were
returning after killing a
Thokiya gang member and

was carrying his body in the
vehicle from Chitrakoot when
they were attacked. Earlier,
the STF had snuffed out brig-
and Shiv Kumar Patel alias
Dadua. 

Dadua’s nexus with politi-
cians had reached a stage that
he and his kin had big say in
Bundelkhand politics.
Subsequently, Dadua’s kin also
won Assembly and Parliament
polls. While the attack was
passed on as a revenge killing
by Thokia gang, well placed
sources claimed that it was a
revenge operation to get even
for Dadua’s death. What is
more, a DySP of STF heading
the operation was victimised
later and had to face a depart-
mental probe and was sus-
pended for several years. 

Another STF cop,
Dharmendra Singh was also
gunned down in Kanpur when
he tried to intercept two hit-

man of Atiq and Rafiq gang on
Mall Road near Heer Palace on
August 18, 2004. 

Dreaded don Shree
Prakash Shukla’s proximity to
politicians also became his
nemesis as the STF was formed
by then CM, Kalyan Singh for
his arrest / elimination. 

On December 3, 2018,
Inspector Subodh Singh lost
his life while controlling mob
violence in Bulandshahr. A
mob of around 400 people,
including right-wing activists,
rampaged through
Chingrawathi village, after cow
carcasses were found in a near-
by jungle. Vehicles were
torched, missiles were hurled
and guns were also fired at
police which was retaliated.
Embarrassing the ruling party,
the name of Bajrang Dal
activist, Yogesh Raj surfaced as
the prime conspirator in the
lynching of the inspector.
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After a rather infamous
free run in the crime

world, the walls are seeming-
ly  crumbling around
Chaubepur police carnage
prime accused Vikas Dubey.
His escapades and brush with
the law may have earned him
infamy and fear, a recent kid-
napping and attempted mur-
der landed him in the soup
that he presently is in.

In the beginning of the
week,  R ahul  Tiwar y of
Kanpur lodged the criminal
case accusing Dubey. On
Wednesday evening, the
Chaubepur SHO, along with
the complainant, went to
Dubey’s house in this regard. 

Ironically, the unhar-
nessed Dubey severely beat
up Rajul even as the SHO
tried to pull him away. After
thrashing Rahul to the hilt,
Dubey numerous expletives
at the SHO for his temerity to
come to his house and ques-
tion him for the crime. 

This was the coup de

grace for the brigand. The
browbeaten SHO was inti-
mated his seniors after which
a raid in the early hours of
Friday was planned, engaging
force from three police sta-
t ions — Chaubepur,
Shivrajpur and Bitthoor —
but it went awry for the men
in khaki. 

After  the mindless
killings of eight police per-
sonnel ,  Dubey and his
cohorts fled the scene. But
within hours, two of his kin
— maternal  uncle Prem
Prakash Pandey and cousin
Atul Dubey — were gunned
down in separate encounters
with tailing police parties.

Even the dreaded strong-
man is not out of the police
radar and electronic surveil-
lance. A team, adept in elec-
tronic surveillance, has been
on his tails since 3 am on
Friday. 

Dubey’s last location was
observed at Jhinjhak area of
Kanpur Dehat bordering
Auraiya district. Thereafter,
his cell  phone was found

switched off but all districts
adjoining Kanpur had start-
ed massive checking and

combing operations. It is
hence only a matter of time
before Dubey lands in the

police net or falls to a police
bul let ,  i f  he  opts  for  
adventurism.
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The antagonist of Friday
morning’s carnage at

Chaubepur (Kanpur), Vikas
Dubey exhibited aggressive
traits since his early teens
which came in handy as he
took to the grisly alleys of
crime and gore.

A native of Bikru village
of Chaubepur in Kanpur,
Dubey was involved in more
than 60 cases of heinous
crimes in Kanpur and other
cities of Uttar Pradesh over
two decades. Left with no
choice, the police brass
announced a cash reward of
Rs 25,000 for his arrest.

Dubey’s major escapades,
which earned him obvious
notoriety in Kanpur and
adjoining areas, included the
murder of then Chairman of
Labour Contract Board
Chairman (with state minis-
ter’s status) Santosh Shukla
inside Sheoli police station of
Kanpur Dehat in 2001.
Despite the grisly crime being
committed in the afternoon
that too in the presence of a
number of cops, Dubey’s ter-
ror was such that the police
witnesses turned hostile dur-
ing trial and a result, he
walked free.

The same year, Dubey
snuffed out a Manager of a

local Intermediate College
and followed it up with the
daylight murder of a cable
operator. 

The strong man’s criminal
prowess soon attracted polit-
ical attention. Dubey was
happy to oblige and dabbled
in village and panchayat level
politics. He was first elected a
village pradhan and later
became member of District
Panchayat, owing to the back-
ing from two regional parties.
After he decided to distance
himself from politics his wife
took over the mantle and was
elected a District Panchayat
member with the backing of
a regional political party.
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Lucknow (PNS): Lucknow
University on Friday announced
the postponement of its exam-
ination scheduled from July 7
till further orders. Over 1.40
lakh students in LU and its 170
associated colleges were to
appear in the exams. The deci-
sion was taken in view of UP
govt’s decision to review the sit-
uation arising after a spike in
Covid-19 cases and then take a
call on whether the examination
should be conducted or not.

The examinations, sched-
uled from July 7, have been
postponed as the university
will wait for government’s direc-
tion regarding the conduct of
the exams,” LU spokesperson
Durgesh Srivastava said. The
university had faced protests
from students and teachers who
demanded postponement of
examination considering the
current pandemic.
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Lucknow (PNS): With 14 peo-
ple from a family testing pos-
itive in Vipul Khand (Gomti
Nagar) on Friday, a senior
official in the CMO office
said the patients included four
domestic workers who were
staying with the family and the
infection might have possibly
come from the domestic helps.

The official said the best
way is to keep domestic work-
ers in a triage area which can
be made in houses and main-
tain distancing from them.

Giving details, he said the
family was tested for Covid-19
after an 80-year-old man from
among them tested positive for
coronavirus. “He was advised
to take the test after he went to
a hospital for check-up. When
we tested the members of his
family, 14 of them turned out
to be positive, including four
servants, and it’s possible that
the infection came from
domestic workers because an
octogenarian has restricted
movement,” he pointed out.

He said one needs to be

very careful if domestic helps
are coming to their houses.
“Keep a triage or holding area
for domestic helps where they
can work and keep a safe dis-
tance from them. If there is a
maid, direct her through a sep-
arate entry and make sure
that she washes the utensils on
the terrace or courtyard. If
there is a cook, instructions
should be given from a safe
distance. Senior citizens should
be kept away from servants,”
he added.

In the city, people are still
in two minds regarding the
handling of domestic helps
and a majority of them have
already started calling their
regular house helps.

A resident of Mahanagar
and a government official said
she had been calling her maids
ever since the offices reopened.
“I have to go to the office and
my old parents stay back in the
house which is fairly large. It
is difficult to manage the
household chores without any
house help,” she said.
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It was a rare achievement
when Anaj Bank, run by

leading social organisation
Vishal Bharat Sansthan (VBS),
has completed its 100 days of
continuous service to hunger
victims, especially of under-
privileged groups, during the
worldwide coronavirus pan-
demic. Several women did self-
lessly service cooking meals
while the others in making
food/ration packets and deliv-
ering the same to the needy
people. During this period,
the women prepared more
than 3.31 lakh rotis (breads)
while a group of children also
took an active part in this ser-
vice to humanity.

At a function held at VBS
premises at Lamhi, Deputy
Commissioner (Industries)
Virendra Kumar, while speak-
ing as the chief guest, said ‘the
women who work for 100 days
without any break should be
greeted. Their contributions
showed that when the nation
was in crisis, the women did
not stay back in serving the
needy people. In pandemic
crisis, the services of the
women who made breads will
always be remembered.’

Virendra Kumar also hon-
oured the women activists of
VBS including Sunita
Srivastava, Maina Devi,

Poonam Srivastava, Geeta
Devi, Kisuna Devi, Urmila
Patel, Saroj Devi, Ramta
Srivastava, Priyanka Srivastava,
Archana Srivastava, Prabhavati
Devi, Lilavati Devi, Parvati
Devi, Rekha Devi and Sandhya
Pandey by presenting them
sarees while the children who
packed the items during the
crisis period were also felicitat-
ed and important among them
were Illy, Khushi, Ujala,
Dakshitha, Shalini, Radha,
Shikha, Ayush, Vatsal, Ankit,
Akanksha, Riya and Mansi.
Besides, Mohammad
Azharuddin, Israel Khan, Roja,
Tabrej and Tajim were also
honoured by presenting them
scarfs.

During this period, over
1.25 lakh food packets and
ration kits containing food-
grain and other articles of a
month were given to the mem-
bers of Kinnar (eunuch) Samaj,
Muslims during Ramzan,
Dalits, old aged migrant work-
ers and other underprivileged
families. Besides, throughout
the 100 days, the organisation
operated its 24-hour control
room and 24-hour kitchen.

Earlier, the programme
was inaugurated online by
executive member of Rashtriya
Swayamsevak Sangh (RSS)
Indresh Kumar from Kaithal
(Haryana). Founder chairman
of Anaj Bank Dr Rajeev

Srivastava presented the reports
saying that the organisation
had started providing food
packets to the needy people
right from the first day of
nationwide lockdown on
March 25. Dr  Amita Singh,
incharge of the Bundelkhand
branch of Anaj Bank, helped
the migrant labourers who
reached Jalaun from Varanasi
by providing foodgrains.
Archana Bharatvanshi con-
ducted the function, while vote
of thanks was proposed by Dr
Niranjan Srivastava. The func-
tion was also attended by Dr
Mridula Jaiswal, Nazneen
Ansari, Najma Parveen, Atma
Prakash Singh, Arihant Jaiswal
and Mayank Srivastava.

MURDER CASE
WORKED OUT :  Crime
Branch and Rural Police got
success to work out the murder
case of a property dealer and
arrested two in this connection,
while the other wanted crimi-
nals are yet to be nabbed. One
countrymade pistol and one
live cartridge were recovered
from the arrested  criminal.

According to information,
the incharge of Chaubeypur
police station Sanjay Tripathi
and incharge of Crime Branch
Ashwani Pandey got tip-off
that two criminals wanted in
the murder case of a property
dealer were to go to Chandauli
through Balua Bridge. Acting

on tip-off, the both officers
Tripathi and Pandey cordoned
off the said bridge and saw two
criminals coming towards the
bridge in the intervention night
between Thursday and Friday.

The joint teams of Crime
Branch and police apprehend-
ed both the criminals while
they tried to escape from the
scene seeing the cops. Both
criminals were identified as
Punit Singh of Alinagar in
Chandauli and Babu Lal of
Kotwali in Chandauli. During
interrogation, both criminals
confessed their involvement
in the murder of property deal-
er Rakesh Sriavstava killed in
Kamauli village, under the
Chaubeypur police station on
June 29 last. The criminals
informed that Rakesh had
friendship with one Lakshman
Singh, brother of Bhagvan
Singh. Rakesh and Lakshman
had made a deal of a property
but the former had not given
share to the latter and it had led
to dispute between both. In the
meantime, Lakshman had died
in a road accident. When
Bhagvan asked Rakesh to give
share of his brother to him, the
latter denied the same.

Bhagvan decided to elim-
inate Rakesh and as per plan he
along with Aman, Punit and
Babu Lal reached the village of
Rakesh at night on June 29 and
killed him. 
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In view of the sharp rise in the
cases of COVID-19, the dis-

trict administration will launch
special surveillance drive on
war-footing to make effective
control over this highly infec-
tious disease. The special atten-
tion will be paid on the patients
suffering with serious diseases
besides conducting survey of
patients of containment areas
suffering with diseases like
Influenza-Like Illness (ILI) and
Severe Acute Respiratory
Infection (SARI) and the
patients suffering with disease
of SRI in non-containment

zone.
It may be noted here that

the last more than 125 cases
had been detected just in six
days whereas it had taken 57
days to reach the first 100
mark. In fact, the COVID-19
situation has turned into
grimmer during the last 15
days when the positive cases
jumped from 295 to more
than 525.

Taking a serious note of
this sudden increase in
COVID-19 cases, the District
Magistrate Kahsual Raj
Sharma at late evening on
Thursday last held a meeting
at his camp office here to dis-

cuss about effective control
over it and communicative
diseases as well with the mem-
bers of District Task Force in
which the officers of con-
cerned department has been
included.

The DM directed for
launching surveillance drive
on war-footing to check the
COVID-19 cases effectively
and asked the officers to pay
special attention on the
patients suffering with serious
diseases. The DM also direct-
ed the officers to conduct a
survey of the patients of con-
tainment areas suffering with
diseases such as ILI and SRI

and the patients of non-con-
tainment zone suffering with
SARI disease. Sharma direct-
ed the officers to sensitise the
patients of communicative
diseases by visiting door to
door under the drive and also
made a survey of the patients
suffering with such diseases.

It may be noted here that
on the directive issued by the
Chief Minister Yogi
Adityanath, the drive to con-
trol the communicative dis-
eases by visiting door to door
had been launched on July 1
from Kutchery by ADM,
Protocol and CMO. The drive
will last till July 31.
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Former SP MLA Khalid
Azeem alias Mohammad

Ashraf with a reward of Rs 1
lakh on his head, was arrested
on Friday from the neighbour-
ing district of Kaushambi. A
criminal of first order Ashraf
had gone underground imme-
diately after the defeat of
Samajwadi Party in the UP
Assembly elections, and since
then the police had been
making all out efforts to nab
him. 

Ashraf is the younger
brother of mafia-turned-politi-
cian Atique Ahmad, and is a
history sheeter at about half-a-
dozen police stations. He is the
main accused of the BSP MLA
Raju Pal’s ghastly murder, and
dozens of cases of kidnapping,

land grabbing, attempt to mur-
der, threatening and so on. He
was also wanted under the
provisions of Gangster Act. 

The police had been regu-
larly raiding the hide outs of
Ashraf, including the houses of
his in-laws and other relatives,
but fox like clever Ashraf

ditched the police team all the
times. 

In late night hours on
Thursday the police received an
information regarding his
whereabouts. On Friday in
wee hours the police raided the
place in Hatwa village under
the Puramufti police station of
Kaushambi district, and arrest-
ed Ashraf, wanted in dozens of
cases of serious nature. 

Mafia don Atique Ahmad
who had been the SP MP from
Phulpur, has been languishing
in jail for the past three years.
After Naini, he had been shift-
ed to Deoria Jail where a busi-
nessman was brought by his
men and was thrashed brutal-
ly. Atique was then shifted to
Ahmedabad jail. 

Allahabad City West was
the seat which sent Atique to

the UP Legislative Assembly a
good number of times. When
he became MP, Atique vacated
Allahabad City West seat for his
brother Ashraf.

Later Ashraf had to face a
defeat  which he could not
digest  and the BSP MLA Raju
Pal was killed in broad daylight
only a couple of days after his
marriage. 

Ashraf has been brought to
Cantonment police station,
which has been sealed from all
the directions. His supporters
and family members are trying
to cross the barrier. 

The SSP said that Ashraf
had been taking shelter at the
residences of his in-laws and
other relatives during these
years, but managed to leave the
place before the arrival of the
police. 
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With 27 new infected
patients being found on

Friday, the Prayagraj district
reported the highest spike in
COVID-19 cases here on
Friday. Coronavirus infection is
now increasing rapidly in the
district. 

Now on Friday, 27 new
infected patients have been
found in the district so far. At
present, for the first time,
such a large number of
patients infected with this
coronavirus has been found in
a single day. There is an atmos-
phere of panic among the
people of the district due to the
increasing outbreak of the
epidemic.

Two of the new patients
found today are from
Mumfordganj, one of which
does not have a travel history.
At the same time, two patients

were found in Leader Road,
Shivkuti, Lal Bahadur Shastri
Marg Civil Lines. Both of
them came to Prayagraj by air
from Pune. In this sequence,
the youth resident of Nurullah
Road Kareli was suffering
from fever and respiratory
disease. He was admitted to
SRN Hospital. Also, after
receiving the patient of
Mutthiganj as well as other
infected patients of coron-
avirus, he has been admitted
for treatment in COVID-19
Hospital.

Of the 27 new found cases
of coronavirus, some posi-
tives are as follows--Manoj
Kumar Shukla (43) son of late
Kripashankar, resident of
581B/463B/02 Mumfordganj
Prayagraj , Khusboo Agrahari
(32) wife of Ankur resident of
678/582 Khari Kuiya Ki Gali
Leader Road ,  Shahganj
Prayagraj, Gyanchand Soni

(40) son of Ranjeet resident of
125-C /3-B/1 Shivkuti
Govindpur, Teliyarganj, Manoj
kumar shukla resident of
Mumfordganj, Prayagraj,
Jitendra Kumar (59) son of Lt
Ramkripal,  Lal bahadur
Shastri Marg Civil Lines,
Prayagraj, Shrey Gupta (24)
son of son of Jitendra, Lal
Bahadur Shastri Marg, Civil
Lines, Prayagraj, S A Usmani
(47) son of Afsar Ahmad
Usmani, resident of 137B / 83,
Noorulla Road, Kareli,
Prayagraj admitted to SRN
with respiratory distress, fever
and breathlessness.

Following positives were
reported from SGPGI :-*
Shivam Gupta (29) son of
Sanjay Gupta, Pratima Gupta
(49) wife of Sanjay Gupta,
Prakash Gupta (54), All resi-
dents of Mutthiganj. All
(8,9&10) are primary con-
tacts of positive patient Sanjay

Gupta (detected positive and
admitted in SGPGI,
Lucknow).

Similarly, another case of
Corona increased in
Pratapgarh district on Friday.
With this, the number of
infected patients has reached
118 in the district. The new
case found in Pratapgarh is
also from Balipur in the city.
Doctor Neha Tripathi, who
lives there, has tested corona
positive. 

She is posted at Sukhpal
Nagar Primary Health Centre
in Sadar area. 

On Thursday, a health
worker about 100 metres away
from her house was also found
infected. 

So far 118 cases have been
received in the district. At the
same time seven people have
died. Also, five patients are
undergoing treatment and the
rest have recovered.
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Air-to-Water generator had
been installed in North

Central Railway Headquarters
and Prayagraj Divisional office
for conservation of groundwa-
ter. Moisture in the air is con-
verted into drinking water
through this process.

NCR has taken many ini-
tiatives and in a bid to conserve
groundwater and to produce
pure and mineral rich drinking
water utilising moisture avail-
able in air, EnHM wing of the
NCR has provided Air-to-
Water generators at HQ office
Subedarganj and Divisional
office Prayagraj division. This
plug and play type self-con-
tained unit is capable of gener-
ating approximately 100 litres
drinking water per day through
condensation of moisture avail-
able in air and supply safe and
mineral rich drinking water
after multiple stage filtration
and UV purification process.
This equipment is highly effec-
tive in this type of climatic con-
dition as air is moist in all sea-
sons thus water yield is high
which also makes it energy effi-
cient with consumption of only
0.4 units of electricity per litre
of pure cold and normal tem-
perature water dispensed
through two taps provided in
this self-contained unit. This
unit does not require any

plumbing, piping etc except for
normal 220 to 240 volts elec-
tricity supply making it suitable
for use in any indoor or out-
door conditions. Based on
atmospheric temperature and
relative humidity (measure-
ment of moisture availability in
air), this equipment is capable
of generating 70 to 100 litres of
pure drinking water per day.
Generated water through this
Air-to-Water generator is
WHO & BIS compliant and
approved by the Ministry of
Jalshakti and mineral rich mak-
ing it safe for use without any
need of further purification and
cold/ normal temperature sup-
ply from the equipment covers
varied needs of different users.

General Manager North
Central and Northern Railway
Rajiv Chaudhry inspected the
Air-to-Water generator
installed in NCR HQ and said
that it can be customised to
have a bigger storage tank and
can be provided at wayside sta-
tions and small colonies having
seasonal water crisis.

UP BOARD TO HOLD
COMPARTMENT EXAM:
Over 35,000 students of inter-
mediate of UP Board who
could not score well in their
examinations have a chance to
make amends. UP Board will
allow students who could not
score passing marks in a sub-
ject to appear for a compart-
ment examination. The move

has been introduced for the
first time for class 12 students.

The Board would soon be
announcing the dates for the
compartment exams and a
proposed scheme has been
sent to the state government.

The schedule would be
announced as soon as the gov-
ernment approves the scheme.
The move is in the interest of
students who had to repeat a
class just because they could
not score passing marks in a
single subject, said UP Board
Secretary Divyakant Shukla.
Shukla took charge after former
secretary Neena Srivastava
retired on June 30. The Board
would also not mention that an
examinee appeared for the
compartment exam in the
marksheet-cum-pass certifi-
cate it issues to students who
pass class 12.

Till last year, UP Board
offered students the option of
appearing in an improvement
exam only if they failed to score
passing marks in two subjects.
The option to appear in a
compartment examination was
only available to high school
students who failed in a single
subject, said an official.

Some students who could
not pass in a subject, did apply
for scrutiny. However, their
number was quite low, the
official added. UP Board felt
the need to introduce compart-
ment examinations after it

implemented the ‘one paper per
subject’ rule in 2019. After
studying for two papers in
each subject for years, in 2019
students were made to appear
for one exam in each of the 39
subjects the UP Board offered.
The decision reduced the bur-
den on students, but it also
made it tougher to clear the
exams. Earlier, if a student
failed to perform well in one of
the papers of the subject, there
was always another exam to
make up. However, they no
longer had that option in 2019,
said the official.

MHRD DIRECTIVES TO
VARSITIES: Ministry of
Human Resource and
Development (MHRD) has
issued directives to varsities to
allow their faculty members
and other employees to work
from home till July 31 in the
wake of the COVID-19 pan-
demic, even as a large number
of teaching and non-teaching
employees of Allahabad
University continue to report
for work on the campus. The
ministry’s instructions were
addressed to UGC Chairman,
AICTE’s Director General and
other autonomous organisa-
tions under MHRD. According
to the letter, colleges and edu-
cational institutions will remain
closed till July 31 due to the
COVID-19 outbreak. It has
also been stated that online/dis-
tance learning shall continue.

-<�
������
���
���������
������
���

/��	����		�������	�
������
(���

��������
���

/�	*��*4���	�����	���	��������������5�$�67

7���	�#���
�	��	��	��!��	����	�,�
 ������
����
���!�"�

���33�(�2�"

Quadruple murders under
the Holagarh police station

late on Thursday night rocked
the Prayagraj district. After
Soraon and Dhumanganj, now
four people of the same fami-
ly were brutally murdered with
some sharp edged weapons by
some unidentified goons in
Devapur village of Holagarh
police station area. One woman
is seriously injured.

On the receipt of informa-
tion, ASP KV Ashok, CO
including the force of several
police stations reached the
spot. The injured woman was
sent to the hospital. However,
the cause of the murder has not
been clear yet.

Four members of a family,
including a Vaidya living in
Lala Ka Talab village , under
the Holagarh police station,
were killed with sharp edged
weapons. Vimlesh Pandey's
wife is seriously injured. On
being informed on Friday
morning, police also reached
the spot and reviewed the sit-
uation. The critically injured

woman has been sent to the
hospital after the bodies were
taken into custody. Top brass
have also reached the spot. The
police also collected evidence
along with the investigation
and interrogation.

Forty-year-old Vimlesh
Pandey was a Vaidya in
Devapur village, under the
Holagarh police station. He
used to give medicines to
patients in the village itself.
With this, he eked out the liveli-
hood for his family. It was
learnt that his family members
were sleeping after having din-
ner on Thursday night. At
some point in the night, the
crooks entered the house. After
the miscreants took all the
members of the house hostage,
killed them brutally. 

The miscreants killed
Vimlesh Pandey as well as his
daughter Somu (22), sons
Sheibu (19) and Prince (18).
Vimlesh Pandey's wife is seri-
ously injured in this incident.
CO Soraon also reached with
the force of many police sta-
tions. After this, ASP KV
Ashok also reached there with

the posse of force to take stock
of the situation.

Along with the police, fin-
gerprint experts and dog
squads have been pressed into
service for the investigation
which is underway. The police
officer is also questioning the
family members as well as the
nearby villagers. However, the
murderers are still at large.

Meanwhile, enraged over
the mass murders in Holagarh,
the villagers resorted to chak-
ka jam to give vent out their ire
over the heinous crimes. They
demanded immediate arrest
of the goons. When the slogans
against the police started as a
group, the policemen beat the
baton and rushed the people
and also used mild force to dis-
perse the family.

Villagers gathered at the
scene started shouting slogans
against police administration.
Simultaneously, the enraged
mob also demanded early
arrest of the accused. Along
with the demand for arrest,
within 24 hours, they demand-
ed a CBI probe in this connec-
tion. The police officers present

there tried to pacify the angry
mob but they refused to budge.
Simultaneously, the top brass
assured the villagers for imme-
diate arrest of the culprits but
all their efforts went futile..

At this the police drove the
people to control the crowd. At
the same time, the cops ran and
caught hold of the protesting
leader Rakesh Dubey. After the
murder, IG Kavindra Pratap
Singh along with the District
Magistrate and SSP also
reached there also tried to pla-
cate the irate mob. During
this, a large police force has
been deployed to avoid any fur-
ther untoward incident. 

On the other hand, after
knowing about the mass mur-
der of four people, MLA of
Phaphamau Vidhan Sabha
Vikramajit Maurya reached
the spot. 

He consoled the people of
the victim's family. At the same
time, Deepak Patel, son of MP
Kesari Devi Patel, also reached
out and consoled the aggriev-
ed family. He also assured the
enraged villagers for early arrest
of killers.  
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The district saw the biggest
spike in Covid-19 cases as

30 new patients have been
detected in the district on
Friday. Earlier, the maximum
number during a day was
reported two days ago (July 1)
when 29 patients were found.
With this, the total number of
patients has increased to 576
with 220 active while 335 have
been recovered and 21 have
died. Among the reports
received from the Microbiology
department in Banaras Hindu
University (BHU) on Friday
and Thursday night, 30 were
found positive. Among the
negative patients, there were
follow-up reports of 18
patients. Later, they all have
been discharged, informed the
Chief Medical Officer (CMO)
Dr VB Singh.

With the finding of new
patients, the number of
hotspots has increased to 271.
Out of them, 130 have come in
green zones, while there are 141
active hotspots including 25 in
orange zones while 116 are in
red zones. As many as 304 sam-
ples have been collected and
sent for testing during the day.
Till date, 12,887 samples have
been collected and results of
12,043 have been received
while 844 are awaited. Out of
all received reports, 11,467
were negative and 576 positive.

Earlier, by 11 am, the
reports of 24 positive patients
were received and it included
seven patients with contact
history, while the rest of 17
have no any contacts with
infected corona patients. The
infected patients are male (4)
from Ganga Nagar Colony
who works as supervisor; male
(60) from Bunkar Market,
Doshipura (Jaitpura) who
engages in saree work; male
(26) from Milli New Colony,
Ashapur (Sarnath) who works
with SBI in Noida; housewife
(65) from Sanjay Nagar Colony

(Cantt.); housewife (54) from
Shivdaspur, Nayi Basti
(Manduadih); housewife
(60)from Nai Sarak (Chowk);
male (24) from Laxmanpur
(Shivpur); retired pharmacist
(72) from Ranipur,
Mehmoorganj (Bhelupur);
female (30) from Jagannath
Mandir (Bhelupur) who works
in HDFC Bank; male (25)
from Newada, Sunderpur
(Lanka) who works as cardiol-
ogy technician in Surya
Hospital, Mehmoorganj; male
(28) from Malviya Nagar,
Suswahi (Lanka) who works in
Amazon; male (27) from Indira
Nagar Colony, Chhittupura
(Sigra) who is BTC student;
male (20) from Badi Piyari
(Chowk) who is a labourer;
male (52) rom Paramhans
Nagar Colony, Kandwan

Pokhra  (Manduadih); male
(40) Panchayati Kuan,
Kajjakpura (Adampura) who
owns an iron shop in Lohatiya;
male (49) from Kotwali and
male (28) from Lallapura. All
of them have no contact histo-
ry.

Besides, those who have
contact history are a female stu-
dent (19); housewife (90);
female engineer of Bangalore
(25), all from Nariya near Jain
Mandir (Lanka) ; housewife
(30), sweets shop owner male
(28); housewife (24) and tea
shop owner male (22), all from
Ramapura (Luxa) area. Earlier,
among 10 positive patients
found a day ago included male
engaged in private job (26)
from Maa Gayatri Nagar
Colony (Manduadih); Pollution
Control contractor male (50)

from Govind Nagar, Shivpurva
(Sigra); Central Bank officer
female (30) from Shakti Shikha
Apartment (Sigra), ward assis-
tant in BHU male (29) from
behind BHU campus (Lanka),
males (55, 29, 26 and 19 and
female 26) all from Danganj
(Cholapur). The last five have
contact history.

Meanwhile, in Mau as
many as 12 new patients were
found and when the health
team reached a locality to carry
a positive patient, the people
attacked on the team in which
a pharmacist was injured.  In
Ghazipur, with the detection of
two more patients, the total
number of patients has
increased to 360 with 48 active
while 308 have been recovered
and four have died. In Jaunpur,
seven new patients have been
found increasing the total num-
ber to 551 with 66 active
patients. In Ballia, 16 new
patients have been detected
increasing the number to 148
with 47 active patients. Out of
them, 99 have been discharged
while two have died. In
Azamgarh, as many as 12 new
patients including eight of a
family from Mehnagar have
been found, increasing the
total number to 225 with 65
active patients while 183 have
been recovered and seven have
died. Earlier, this belt of
Purvanchal (eastern UP) com-
prising 10 districts of three
divisions saw a big spike as 89
new corona positive patients
were found during the 24 hours
by Thursday. The total number
of patients has increased to
2,465. However, in comparison
to new finding of patients, the
recovery has been slowed down
as only 60 were discharged
from the hospitals during the
period. Out of the total
patients, 1,702 (69.04 per cent)
have been discharged while
only 707 (28.68 per cent) are
active patients. The mortality
rate has increased slightly to
2.27 per cent with 56 deaths.
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Four patients had recovered
from Covid-19, principal

G o v e r n m e n t
M e d i c a l
College, Jalaun,
Dr Dwijendra
Nath, said on
Thursday. 

G i v i n g
details, he said

that they had sent the samples

on June 18. He said that they
had received the report on
June 19 and four patients were
tested positive . He said that out
of the four patients three were
over 75 years. He added that
one patient was aged 86 years.
He added that all these patients
were fit now. Principal Medical
College also gave prescription
to the patients and instructed
them to remain in quarantine
of two weeks more as per

guidelines of the state govern-
ment and handed over the dis-
charge certificates to them.
These patients thanked the
principal and appreciated the
staff for taking care of them.
Later staff members of Medical
College garlanded them.  Dr
Manoj Verma, Dr Ravindra
Rajpoot, Dr Jitendra Mishra,
Dr Shailendra Pratap Singh,
matrons, Suman and Anita,
and others were present.
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Awoman hanged herself in
Surekapuram Colony

under Katra Kotwali police
station on Thursday night. As
per the reports received here,
the family members of Rajrani
Kesharwani (38), wife of
Dileep Kesharwani, were
taken aback when they saw
her body hanging in the room
on Friday morning. On get-
ting information the person-
nel of Mandi Samiti outpost
reached the spot and took the
body into custody for com-
pleting legal formalities.
According the family mem-
bers the she was stressed as
she had some skin disease.

SMUGGLER CAUGHT:
Adalhat police arrested one
cattle smuggler here.
Following inputs about a vehi-
cle carrying cattle which was
going towards Bihar coming
from Varanasi Adalhat police
cordoned off the possible
places and a petrol pump
located at Sikiya on Varanasi-
Shaktinagar Road was one of
them. Seeing the police, the
driver of a pick-up fled from
the scene leaving the vehicle
behind.   Police interrogated
the person on the vehicle and
found eight head of cattle
there. Seven of them were
found dead and only cow
was alive. The police sent the
cow to the shelter home at
Varanasi. After registering a
case under relevant sections of
the Indian Penal Code (IPC),

the police sent the smuggler,
Lavkush Patel, a resident of
Pratappur village under
Mirjamurad police station in
Varanasi to jail.  Meanwhile
the Lalganj police arrested one
person who accused of raping
a minor girl on Thursday.
According to the Lahangpur
outpost police, Manish Kumar
was arrested from Patelnagar
when he was trying to flee
from there. 

MISHAP: One perosn
was killed when an unknown
vehicle hit his motorbike near
Dhanaval under Lalganj
police station. Kanhaiya Patel
(60), a resident of Purandevri
village was, going to Koranv,
Prayagraj, from Belan
Baraundha that he was hit by
a unknown vehicle near
Dhanaval village. He died on
the spot. Lalganj police
reached the spot, informed his
family members and handed
over the body to Koranv
police for legal formalities.

ELECTROCUTED: An
engineer died of electric shock
in Bhabhaura village under
the Jamalpur police station. As
per the received reports,
Mangaleshwar Tiwari (30), a
resident of Bhabhaura village
was connecting the TV when
he got an electric shock and
sustained serious injuries. His
family took him to a hospital
but the doctor on duty there
declared him as brought dead.
The deceased was a civil engi-
neer and working in in a
company at Gwalior.  
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Police apprehended an
accused during a checking

drive from an area under Kalpi
Kotwali police station.

SP Satish Kumar said that
the police arrested Omprakash
alias Pappal, son of Maan
Singh, a native of Kanpur
Dehat district, during a check-
ing drive when he was going on
the Yamuna bridge under
Kotwali Kalpi police station. He
said that police confiscated an
illicit gun and a bullet from the

possession of the accused who
carried a reward of �25,000 on
his head.   While giving details
SP Satish Kumar said that they
had arrested the accused in

connection with the incident
which had taken place held at
August 4, 2003. Police had

lodged an FIR against him
under Sections 147/ 148/
149/307/379/511 of the IPC. SP
said that accused fired at the
police personnel when they
tried to arrest him in connec-
tion with the theft case of wire
worth Rs 5.60 lakh 17 years
ago. SP Satish Kumar appreci-
ated the police team formed
under the guidance of ASP Dr
Awadhesh Singh and CO Rahul
Pandey which comprised
inspector Manik Chandra
Patel, S-IS Ravi Shankar Mishra
and Gajendra Pratap Singh. 
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The nearly 60-year-old
North Eastern Railway

Central Library, Gorakhpur,
has its own special identity
among people who are fond of
reading. In the changing times
this library is being developed
into a new form. In the direc-
tion of redesigning it as an e-
library work is being done
which was inaugurated by the
then General Manager on
September 17, 2019.  At present
along with catalogue of books
the process of membership and
issue and return of books had
been made online. Of the
approximately 80,000 books
available in the library cata-
loguing of 35,000 of them had
been done online, Chief Public
Relations Officer (CPRO)

Pankaj Kumar Singh said.
Under the future plan audio-
visual facility, availability of
magazines on the net and pur-
chase of books will also be
made online. In this sequence
some e-books and magazines
will also be available online and
the members can avail them-
selves of this facility with the
help of an ID and a password.
Necessary action was also being
taken for connecting this library
with the cloud of National
Information Centre (NIC) and
providing facilities through its
server. A large number of books
of various genres have been col-
lected in this library. The reference
book section here is also of very
high quality. The library has its
own special identity not only in
the world of railways but also
outside. In addition to techni-

cal books in the library, for
increasing the knowing of the
railway staff there are abundant
books on the topics of litera-
ture, religion, philosophy, trav-
el literature, history and science
etc. The library also has ample
books on a wide range of top-
ics including journalism,
physics, engineering, technol-
ogy, agricultural science, med-
ical science, fine arts, education,
pedagogy, sociology jurispru-
dence etc. It may be pointed out
here that there was once a mobile
library on the NER. The library
was set up in a train coach
which stayed for a few days at
major stations in order to
enhance the interest of of station
staff and line employees. After
a certain period this mobile
library was attached to any train
and sent to another station.  
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DM Amit Singh Bansal
inspected beautification

and renovation works of
Awasthi park, Ambedkar park
and Babu Sahab ka Talab on
Thursday. During the inspec-
tion of Awasthi park  DM
found that the tiles used in
clock tower were broken and
falling down. 

At this DM directed EO
Nagar Palika Parishad to get
them repaired on priority.
Bansal asked him to get the
plaster of clock tower again.
The DM found walking track
incomplete and directed the
EO to get it completed soon.
He observed that the con-
struction work of lawn had not
started and cancelled it. On
finding poor maintenance of
toilets DM  ordered the EO to
ensure that they remained neat
and clean and get them
repaired too. DM asked EO to
establish fibre toys and rides for
the recreation of children in the

park. He also directed the EO
to get the electricity poles of the
park painted. Later DM insect-
ed Ambedkar park and found
that eight huts were pro-
posed to be constructed. He
found that there was no need
of them and cancelled them on
the spot. He found interlocking
of poor quality and instructed
EO to get it removed and
ensure quality work. Bansal

also inspected Babu Sahab ka
talab and saw that it was filled
with water and asked the EO to
ensure that it was emptied out
and the encroachment on its
bank were removed. DM said
that Rs 92 lakh had been sanc-
tioned for the beautification
and renovation work of Babu
Sahab ka talab. He said that EO
had been asked to ensure qual-
ity work.
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The personnel attached to
Mughalsarai Kotwali arrested

two thieves from Ghulghari Baba
temple situated in Central Colony
on Thursday. The police recov-
ered stolen ornaments, a pistol
and cartridges from their pos-
session. Several tools which were
used for committing thefts too
were recovered. During interro-
gation the jewellery which was
stolen from a house situated in
Amoghpur village too was recov-
ered.

Reports received here said
that police received information
that two thieves were near
Ghonghari temple. At this the
men in khaki swung into action,
cordoned off the area and arrest-
ed the two culprits. They recov-
ered ‘mangalsutra’, a ‘maangtika’,
a ring, an anklet, chain etc from
them. Apart from them a ham-
mer, a screwdriver, iron road, a
pistol and cartridge were found.
During interrogation both the
culprits said that a month ago
they along and their accom-
plices, Akash and Hanuman, had
committed theft in the house of
Rambhola in Amoghpur village.
They said at that time they had
distributed the money which
they had received by selling
stolen goods among themselves.
The arrested culprits were iden-
tified as Vinay Kumar Rawat of
Parshurampur and Indra Kumar,
resident of Taranpur, kotwal
Shivanand Mishra said and added
a search had been launched for
nabbing their accomplices.
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Hundreds of members of
Congress and Samajwadi

Party staged demonstrations at
two different places on Friday
in protest against the “jungle
raj” in Uttar Pradesh. 

Members of both parties
raised anti-government slo-
gans and demanded that Chief
Minister Yogi Adityanath step
down for his failure to control
the “deteriorating law and
order” in the state. 

The BSP and SP
workers later handed over sep-
arate memorandum addressed
to Governor Anandiben
Patel, appealing her to use her
good offices in ensuring the
arrest of the people behind the
massacre of policemen and
ensure � 1 crore as compensa-
tion to the kin of each police
personnel killed and � 50 lakh
each to those injured in the

shoot-out. 
The SP dharna was led by

party’s city president Moin
Khan.

The Congress dharna was
led by party’s city president Har
Prakash Agnihotri, who
demanded a compensation of

� 5 crore each to the police per-
sonnel killed and � 2 crore each
to the policemen injured in the
shoot-out.
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Noted psychiatrist of GSVM
Medical College, Dr

Ganesh Shanker, said the psy-
chological impact of COVID-
19 pandemic and the lockdown
it mandated were a major cause
of concern. 

The COVID-19 pandemic
has dangerously impacted the
world and India is not left
untouched by it.

Dr Shanker said there were
two ways to combat this prob-
lem, first was introspection
and second self-actualisation. 

He advised parents to take
up the ‘one-week challenge’ to
remove internet addiction
among their children.

The noted psychiatrist said
it was essential for one to
understand the full realisation
of one’s creative, intellectual
and social potential through
internal drive. He said a regu-
lar practice of self-reflection
and introspection could help
one take the right actions today
to achieve one’s goals in the
future. 

Dr Shanker said three
things were highly essential at
this critical juncture — insight,
introspection and self-aware-
ness. He said from the time
COVID-19 stepped on the
Indian soil, social distancing
and lockdown had brought in
behavioural changes in one’s
day to day functioning. He said
there was no doubt that it
would have long and short
term impact on human mind.

The noted psychiatrist said
all efforts made in this direction
could be critical to mitigate the
spread of this disease, but they

would undoubtedly have con-
sequences for mental health
and well-being in both the
short and long term. 

He added that in the con-
text of COVID-19 pandemic, it
appeared likely that there
would be substantial increases
in anxiety and depression, sub-
stance use, loneliness, and
domestic violence and with
schools closed, there was a
very real possibility of an epi-
demic of child abuse. 

Dr Shanker said it was
important to plan for the
inevitability of loneliness and
its long-term impact as popu-
lations physically and socially

isolate and to develop ways to
intervene. 

He said the use of digital
technologies could bridge
social distance, even while
physical distancing measures
were in place. “As people were
unable to socialise, extra efforts
should be made to ensure con-
nections with people who are
typically marginalised and iso-
lated, including the elderly,
undocumented immigrants,
homeless persons and those
with mental illness,” he said.

The psychiatrist said social
media could also be used to
encourage groups to connect
and direct individuals to trust-

ed resources for mental health
support and these platforms
could also enhance check-in
functions to provide regular
contact with individuals as
well as to allow people to share
with others information about
their well-being and resource
needs. 

Dr Shanker said it was
critical that one had in place
mechanisms for surveillance,
reporting and intervention,
particularly when it came to
domestic violence and child
abuse. 

He added that it was also
time to bolster mental health
system in preparation for the
inevitable challenges precipi-
tated by the COVID-19 pan-
demic.  

He added that stepped
care, the practice of delivering
the most effective, least
resource-heavy treatment to
patients in need, and then
stepping up to more resource-
heavy treatment based on
patients’ needs, was a useful
approach.

The GSVMMC psychia-
trist said world-wide, COVID-
19 pandemic, and efforts to
contain it, represented a unique
threat, and one must recognise
the pandemic that would
quickly follow it — that of men-
tal and behavioural illness —
and implement the steps need-
ed to mitigate it. 

The vote of thanks was
proposed by head of depart-
ment of University Institute of
Health Sciences. 

Others who spoke on the
issue included Rotarian,
Gaurav Agarwal, Devanshu
Bhalla and Tanvi Bhalla.
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Municipal Commissioner
Akshat Tripathi said on

Friday that health and cleanli-
ness problems of the city had
been placed on top priority and
thus the Kanpur Nagar Nigam
had decided to monitor the
wards of the city by drones. 

He said a special team had
been set up which would con-
stantly monitor the unhygien-
ic conditions in wards, includ-
ing piles of garbage, so that
immediate action could be
taken to manage the solid
waste disposal problem. 

He appealed to the people
of Kanpur to apprise KNN in
case of any civic problem. 

He said more purchases
were being made to meet the
requirements to keep Kanpur
clean.

Tripathi said in view of the
campaign launched to combat
vector-borne and communica-
ble diseases, a special training
camp was being organised for
the safai karmacharis  so that
there was no outbreak of epi-
demic. 

He said usually during
monsoon months there was
always an outbreak of vector-
borne diseases and thus the
government had made
arrangements well in advance
to ensure cleanliness was given
top priority. 

The municipal commis-
sioner said special teams would
visit different localities and
create awareness among the
residents about the need to
keep their surroundings clean. 

He said apart from the
urban areas, a total of 590 gram

panchayats would also be
brought under this campaign.
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Kanpur Kirana Merchants’
Association has unanimously
decided to keep the Nayaganj
Kirana Bazaar wholesale mar-
ket closed up to July 11 in view
of the ever increasing corona
virus positive cases and the ris-
ing Covid deaths. 

Som Goenka of Goldiee
Masale said being a wholesale
market, it was practically not
possible to maintain social dis-

tancing and thus there was
increased threat of pandemic
striking in a big way in this
prominent market. 

He said the earlier decision
had been revoked and there
shall be total closure of the
market till July 11 and then as
per the situation, a decision
would be taken again on open-
ing the market.

He said initially the deci-
sion had been taken to keep the
markets closed between 4 pm
and 5 pm but it had proved to
be an exercise in futility. 

He said Nayaganj was an
area which had always been
overcrowded and thus despite

all efforts of the Association,
social distancing was not
being followed in the desired
manner. 

He said as per the Covid
protocol, it had been decided
that it would be in the interest
of not only the traders but also
the employees and the labour-
ers who were constantly work-
ing for shifting of the blocks at
wholesale market to keep the
market closed. 

He said the decision was
taken after a meeting of the
Association in which the mem-
bers unanimously decided to
keep the market totally closed
till July 11.
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Chief Income Tax
Commissioner Ajay Das

Mehrotra on Friday decided to
introduce Open House and
make the department more
taxpayer-friendly. 

He said the current times
was that of great crisis and thus
it was the duty of the people of
the country to prove them-
selves as ideal citizens by filing
their returns on time which
would be a major contribution
towards the progress of the
nation. 

He said a special Surat
Model was going to give
momentum to filing of the
return on time.

Mehrotra said his priority
was to reduce the complaints of
the taxpayers and for this it had
been decided to hold open
house. 

He said this platform
would help the taxpayer to put
up his or her grievance and
once the grievance reached
the department, it would be
attended to at the earliest. 

The chief income tax com-
missioner said to meet the
COVID-19 challenge, it had
been decided to form a Covid
Support Group and if any staff
member fell victim to coron-
avirus, the group would extend
full possible help to the
affected person. He said
support would be from the
time of testing to the time of
final cure.

It may be mentioned here
that Mehrotra was the CCIT at
Moradabad and also had a
short stint in Lucknow. He
had bagged the Best
Administrator Award in 2019. 

The newly-formed New
Indian Accounting  Standard
had been formed under his
supervision. He had also
been joint secretary in the
Union Ministry of  Corporate
Affairs. 

He is also the recipient of
Taxpayer Services and
Resolution of  Public
Grievances  award in the year
2018. He has many other
awards under his belt.
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Management of Online
Teaching Committee’s newly-
appointed convenor, Sanjay
Swarnkar, on Friday said that
a special committee had been
set up in Chhatrapati Shahu Ji
Maharaj University to ensure
smooth online teaching. 

He said the committee
would be assigned the task to
monitor the teaching of the
teachers. He said teaching
would now be imparted
through online classes and vir-
tual lab which would take care
of the practical subjects. He
said the virtual lab would also
conduct the examination of the
practical examination. 

Swarnkar said members of
the committee included Ashu
Yadav,  Vishal Awasthi, Vivek
Sachan, Ashish Srivastava,
Sudhir Awasthi, Sudip Singh,
DK Verma, Sandesh Verma,
Alok Kumar, Jitendra Dabral
and RN Katiyar.
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Asanitising machine which
will run by solar energy has

been developed by BTech first
year student Samarjit Singh. 

A resident of Govind
Nagar, Samarjit Singh said
after being charged for five
hours, the machine would
run for 36 hours.

The machine has been
built with sensors so that a
person may sanitise hands
without touching the
machine. 

Samarjit Singh said that as
soon as a person puts hands
below the machine, it auto-
matically dispenses sanitiser.
As soon as the person with-
draws hands, the machine
stops working 

The 2-litre capacity sani-
tising machine costs around
Rs 700. Solar panels of 14
watts have been placed on the
top of the machine. 

Samarjit has made the
machine with the help of his
college professor  Vishal
Chaturvedi. He has plans to
build solar ACs for the poor
people who are deprived of
cool air in summers.
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Kanpur Nagar registered 48 more coronavirus cases in the last
24 hours, taking the tally of infected persons detected in the

city so far to 1,274.
Chief  Medical Officer Dr AK Shukla said on Friday that the

48  new cases were reported from Chakeri, Gwaltoli, Swarupnagar,
Acharyanagar General Ganj, Govindnagar, RK Nagar, Anwarganj,
Keshavpuram, Kalyanpur,  Babanagar, Baijpur,  Coolie Bazar, Awas
Vikas Colony,  Naubasta, Cantonment, Harjendra Nagar,
Chunniganj,  Pandunagar,  Babupurwa,  Civil Lines, Keshavnagar,
Ramganj, Panki, Bhitargaon, Rajiv  Vihar,  Yashoda Nagar,
Ratanlal Nagar,  Ghatampur,  New Azadnagar and Barra. 

He said with 11 COVID-19 patients being discharged from
hospitals in the last 24 hours, 912 infected persons had been cured
in the city so far. He said now there were 307 active coronavirus
cases in the city.

The CMO said with two  more deaths, the COVID-19 death
toll reached 55 on Friday evening. 

He said a 67-year-old diabetic from  Gujaini, and a 78-year-
old man from Harjendra Nagar who was suffering from diabetes
and tuberculosis died in hospital.

Dr Shukla said 645 samples were taken on Friday,  out of
which 247 were pooled samples, 141 as per government direc-
tives besides others.
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In yet another  Black Friday,
the total number of coron-

avirus cases tested positive till
date breached the 1,00,000
mark while the day saw 64 per-
sons succumbing to the pan-
demic. 

The State has 42,955 active
covid-19 patients undergoing
treatment in various hospitals
as on Friday evening 6 pm. The
total number of persons diag-
nosed with Covid-19 till date
reached 1, 02721 as on Friday.

The State also recorded on
Friday 4,329 persons getting
diagnosed with Covid-19. Out
of this, Chennai alone tested
2,082 patients while neighbor-
ing districts of Chengalpet reg-

istered 330 patients.
Kancheepuram (121) and
Thiruvallur (172) continued
to be the danger zones along
with Chennai, according to
the medical bulletin issued by
the Tamil Nadu Government.

Out of the 64 deaths regis-
tered in the State on Friday,  58
had pre-existing comorbidity
or chronic diseases. The death
toll as on Friday in Tamil Nadu
stood at 1,385.

Tamil Nadu continued
with its aggressive testing pro-
grammes and the day saw
34,272 patients getting tested in
the 91 laboratories across the
State. Till date the Government
has tested 1.21 million persons
and counting. The number of
persons got discharged from
the hospitals following the cure

from the pandemic reached
58,378 on Friday.

Madurai (287) and Theni
(126) are the new headaches for
the  State administration. Theni
borders Kerala and there is pos-
sibilities of coronavirus persons
crossing over to Tamil Nadu via
the reserve forests and planta-
tions. The districts with rural
ambience and greeneries con-
tinued to be safe places which
have prevented the coronavirus
from making any deep dent.

Prsons in the age group of
13-60 continued to be the most
vulnerable to covid-19 accord-
ing to the bulletin. Out of the
total number of persons diag-
nosed with the pandemic, 85,
305 belonged to this group.
While the persons above the
age of 60 accounted for 12,363

cases, 5.052 kids in 0-12 age
group too were found to be
afflicted with coronavirus.

With the vaccine meant for
covid-19 remaining a mirage,
veteran physicians and public
health specialists are of the view
that the Government should
take into confidence practi-
tioners of all branches of med-
icine to work out a protocol. “In
Chennai itself more than 100
covid-19 patients including a
people’s representative have
been cured of this pandemic by
Ayurvedic medicine. 

But we do not want to pub-
licize it through the media lest
the authorities think we are try-
ing to promote something for
our personal gains,” said an
eminent physician on condi-
tions of anonymity.    
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In a unique move the Bengal
Government has decided to slap law suits

against the violators of corona protocols.
Unlike Maharashtra where the State

police have started imposing fines on those
who do not wear masks the Bengal police
have been asked to take “other legal mea-
sures” on the violators of corona protocols,
sources said.

“It has been seen that with the begin-
ning of Lockdown – II the people have
become reckless and are ignoring the pro-
cedures that should be strictly adhered to
by them while out of their homes…
hence the administration has decided to
take some measures,” a senior police offi-
cer said. The police at various places on
Thursday stopped people not wearing

masks, and took down their personal
details including names, addresses and
phone numbers.

“There were many educated citizens
who were seen not following the rules. Let
alone the less literate people,” said anoth-
er officer from the New Alipore Police
Station. The names of the violators of
corona protocols will be noted and sum-
mons will be sent to their respective
addresses with directions to appear before
the nearest court where they will be
required to explain their conduct.

“If they fail to convince the judge then
the provisions of National Disaster
Management Act will apply against them,”
an official said.

Though no ruling Trinamool Congress
leader would comment on why fines were
not being imposed against erring people
a South Kolkata MLA said “perhaps the
Government decided against imposing
fines to avoid yet another financial con-
troversy.”

Meanwhile, BJP MP from Hooghly
Locket Chatterjee has contacted the coro-
na virus. The Bengali actor-turned-politi-
cian who has been in self-quarantine for
the past one week tweeted on Thursday “I
have tested positive for Covid-19 this
morning, having mild fever and was in self-
isolation for the past one week. I will keep
everyone posted. All is well.”

A close aide later said that her condi-
tion was stable with mild fever. “She has
been keeping fine and is in isolation inside
her home too. There is no need to worry.”

A known star in Bengali movies
Chatterjee had joined the TMC in 2012
was inducted in the state Women’s
Commission. Later she developed differ-
ences with Chief Minister Mamata
Banerjee and joined the BJP in 2015 and
became its Mahila Morcha chief.
Subsequently she was elevated to the post
of party general secretary. She won the
Hooghly parliamentary seat by defeating
sitting TMC MP Dr Ratna De Nag.
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In a first of its kind incident,
a police constable posted at

Kolkata’s high-security Writers’
Buildings allegedly shot himself
dead, police officials said inves-
tigations were on to find out if
there was any other reason
besides what prima facie was
being suspected.

Bishwajit Karak, a 34-
Constable from West
Midnapore was posted alone at
gate number 6 of the Writers’
Buildings which served as the
State secretariat till before Chief
Minister Mamata Banerjee
shifted the state headquarters
to Nabanna.

The incident reportedly
occurred at 3.25 pm, sources
said adding Karak who was sit-

ting on a chair right opposite
the Press corner shot himself
with his service revolver. 

The bullet pierced through
his jaw and went out of his
head.

He was rushed to the
Calcutta Medical College and
Hospital where he was declared
brought dead by the doctors.
The dead constable was on
anti-depressants, sources in his
family said.

“As per preliminary inves-
tigation we have found that he
was on medication,” Deputy
Commissioner (Central) N
Sudheer Kumar said adding
CCTV footages would be
examined before coming to
any final conclusion. Other
officers said “prima facie it
seems to be a case of suicide.”
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Sattankulam Police Station which was in the
news recently for the custodial death of the

father-son duo of P Jeyaraaj and J Fenix con-
tinued to hog limelight even after the arrest
of the culprits on Thursday.

By Friday, the Madras High Court asked
the revenue department which was managing
the day-to-day affairs of the Station to hand
it back to the police department. 

The Revenue administration, led by the
district collector, had taken over the police sta-
tion last Monday following the direction of the
Madras High Court to do so  as a follow up
to the complaint by the Judicial Magistrate who
held the preliminary probe.

The Judicial Magistrate was threatened
and insulted by the cops on duty when the
former went to the Station for the probe.

The High Court expressed its displeasure
when the Magistrate informed the Court what
transpired at the Station and asked the revenue

department to take control of the police sta-
tion till the officials of the Crime 
Branch-Crime Investigation Department (CB-
CID) took charge of the station and the 
probe. 

The CB-CID which commenced its inves-
tigation on Tuesday arrested  on Thursday four
cops (an inspector, two sub-inspectors and a
constable) in connection with the deaths of
Jeyaraaj and Fenix.

Though initial reports said on Thursday
that head constable Muthu Raj was arrested,
he evaded the CB-CID net and escaped. He
has been declared as ‘wanted’ by the CB-CID
and two special teams have been deployed to
arrest him.

According to a source in the intelligence
department, this is the first time in recent his-
tory a police station had been handed over to
the revenue department by a court order to
prevent tampering of documents by the cops.
The entire police force attached to the station
has been transferred.
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Situation in Kerala has turned
grave according to Chief

Minister Pinarayi Vijayan.  He
said on Friday 211 persons were
diagnosed with Covid-19 in the
State and many cities and rural
areas are under threat. 

Vijayan’s May 8 claim that
the State flattened the coron-
avirus curve has come under a
cloud with his remarks in the
press briefing on Friday. This is
the highest number of persons
testing positive for the pan-
demic since it was reported in
the State in January 2020.

Though Pinarayi Vijayan
told the media that 138 persons
who were tested positive on
Friday were expatriates and 39

were from other parts of the
country, doctors in government
service said they had reserva-
tions about this findings. “The
State is experiencing unprece-
dented community transmis-
sion and the authorities are
reluctant to accept the ground
reality. The expatriates and peo-
ple from other States have come
as an excuse for them,” said a
doctor who spoke on condition

of anonymity.
Vijayan said 27 persons were

infected because of social trans-
mission. Six soldiers of the CISF
and a member of an air crew also
tested positive on Friday. He said
there were 2,908 covid patients
undergoing treatment in various
hospitals in the State. Kerala has
tested 4,964 persons with Covid-
19 till date.

While disclosing that the
State has 130 hotspots, the Chief
Minister said the pandemic was
spreading all over the State.
“There has been an increase in
the number of covid cases all dis-
tricts of the State. There are
patients everywhere including
villages and towns. Situation is
serious in Thiruvananthapuram
and Ernakulam.   
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In a marginal spike in
infections and substantial

increase in fatalities, as many
198 people died of Covid-19
and a record 6,334 others
tested positive for the pan-
demic in Maharashtra on
Friday.

On a when the infected
cases rose from Thursday’s
highest-ever tally of 6,330 to
6,334 on Friday, the number
of reported deaths in the
state went up from 125 to
198 during the last 24 hours.  

With fresh fatalities and
infections, the total number

of deaths mounted to 8,376
while the total infected cases
jumped from 1, 86, 626 to
1,92,990 on Friday. Of the
198 deaths,  150 deaths
occurred in the last 48 hours
and the rest 48 are from the
previous period.

On a day when the total
number of   patients dis-
charged from various hospi-
tals after full recovery since
the second week of March
this year touched 1, 04,687,
the recovery rate in the state
stood at 54.24 per cent. 

The mortality rate in the
state is 4.34 per cent. The
state health authorit ies
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He also said the Government is giving adequate focus on
requirement of Armed forces.

In his address, Modi remembered all the “proud sons of
Mother India” who made the supreme sacrifice at the Galwan
Valley, adding those who were martyred belong to all parts
of the country and “epitomised our land’s ethos of bravery”.

He affirmed that be it Leh-Ladakh, Kargil or the Siachen
Glacier, be it the high mountains or the icy cold water that
flows in the rivers, these are testimony to the gallantry of
India’s Armed Forces. 

The senior commanders later briefed the Prime Minister
on the actual ground situation.  He also interacted with the
troops of the Army, Indo-Tibetan Border Police (ITBP) and
the IAF.  Modi also visited the Leh based military hospital
and interacted with some of the soldiers injured in the brawl
on June 15 and now recuperating
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Later ADG, IG, and Kanpur SSP backed by a strong police
contingent, rushed to the place and oversaw rescue of the
police team under attack. 

Subsequently, a police team led by SHO, Harbans Mohal,
Satish Singh tracked down Dubey’s cousin Atul Dubey to an
abandoned temple around 12 kilometres from Bikru village.
As the cops closed in, Atul opened fire and was killed in retal-
iatory firing. The cops recovered a service pistol looted from
the scene of crime. Similarly, Dubey’s maternal uncle Pram
Prakash Pande engaged in exchange of fire with another police
team and was killed in a place some kilometres away.

Later on Friday morning, ADG, Law and Order, Prashant
Kumar and DGP, HC Awasthi inspected the site and super-
vised investigations.

DGP, HC Awasthi told media persons that the notorious
criminal might have got an inkling of the impending raid and
as the unaware police personnel approached his house they
were fired upon from rooftops leading to their deaths. “The
supreme sacrifice of the brave cops will not go waste, the per-
petrators will be brought to justice and punished as per law,”
he said.

On Friday evening, the bodies of the martyrs were placed
in the Kanpur Police Lines and given a Gun Salute as a mark
of respect in the presence of senior officers and people’s rep-
resentatives.
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“It is envisaged to launch the vaccine for public health
use latest by 15 August 2020 after completion of all clinical
trials. BBIL is working expeditiously to meet the target, how-
ever final outcome will depend on the cooperation of all clin-
ical trial sites involved in this project,” said the letter writ-
ten to Bharat Biotech chairman and managing director
Krishna Ella and senior vice-president Krishna Mohan.

Incidentally, just two days ago Bharat Biotech chairman
and managing director Krishna Ella had told TV channel that
he could expect to launch the vaccine only by year end at the
earliest and that too if the government waved off the manda-
tory  third stage trial.

But Bhargwa has directed the company to start the tri-
als latest by Tuesday and complete the trial to get the vac-
cine ready for launch by  August 15.

“ln view of the public health emergency due to covid-19
pandemic and urgency to launch the vaccine, you are strict-
ly advised to fast track all approvals related to initiation of
the clinical trial and ensure that the subject enrollment is ini-
tiated no later than 7 July 2020,” Bhargava said.

The vaccine candidate was the first to get the Drug
Controller General of India’s approval to conduct clinical tri-
als.

The indigenous, inactivated vaccine was developed in
Bharat Biotech’s facility located in Genome Valley in
Hyderabad and human clinical trials are scheduled to start
across India this month, the company had said on Monday.

The DCGI had on Monday approved the company’s appli-
cation to conduct a phase I and II clinical trial of its vaccine

candidate ‘Covaxin’, which it developed in in collaboration
with the Indian Council of Medical Research’s National
Institute of Virology (NIV).

The trials are slated to be conducted at 12 institutes--All
India Institute of Medical Sciences in Patna and Delhi,
Gillukar Multispeciality Hospital in Nagpur, Institute of
Medical Sciences and SUM Hospital in Odisha, Jeevan Rekha
Hospital in Belgaum, King George Hospital in Visakhapatnam,
Nizam’s Institute of Medical Sciences in Hyderabad, PGIMS
in Rohtak, Prakhar Hospital in Kanpur, Rana Hospital and
Trauma Center in Gorakhpur, Redkar Hospital and Research
Centre in Goa, and SRM Hospital & Research Centre in Tamil
Nadu.

There are a number of ethical concerns being raised over
the trials -from getting approval from ethics committees for
the dozen institutes and starting enrollment of participants
within a week to pre-determining the result of the trial for
a launch in less than 45 days.

As per data on the government’s clinical trial registry, only
five of the 12 institutes have so far received approval from
their ethics committees. The two phase study is slated to be
conducted on 1,125 subjects.

“To my knowledge, such an accelerated development
pathway has not been done ever for any kind of vaccine, even
for the ones being tried out in other countries. Even with
accelerated timelines, this seems really rushed, and hence with
potential risks, inadequate attention to process,” Anant Bhan,
a researcher and past president of the International
Association of Bioethics, tweeted.
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She could be mischievously naughty with double entendre
folk songs as in Chane Ke Khet Mein (Anjaam) and be joyful-
ly simple, artless and ride the crests of melody as in  Radha Kaise
Na Jale (Lagaan). But it is the dance-off in Devdas between
Madhuri and Aishwarya Rai that is her crown as she blended
classical dance forms to the dazzle and scale of Bollywood. Dola
Re Dola fetched Khan her first National Award for an
unmatched synchronicity of dance as art and celebration. 

Little wonder then that her cult appeal outlasted the films
and birthed a genre of Bollywood dance with studios mush-
rooming not only at home but abroad. Khan herself started the
concept of online tutorials through her own TV show with
instructional videos on why Bollywood song and dance
sequences had to be dramatic and organic at the same time. Of
course, she never endorsed the disconnected “item” numbers
for cheap thrills. She signed up only when she knew her work
would be a worthy sub-plot than a diversion. But then she could
hold her own, having choreographed more than 2,000 hit songs,
each distinct from the other and not the copycats that flood our
consciousness these days. She patented the dignity of popular
dance forms as an unbound spirit without prejudice. 

Born as Nirmala Nagpal on November 22, 1948, she was a
child of Partition. Her father was a Punjabi, her mother Sindhi.
“My father had a flourishing business in Pakistan but he had
to leave everything behind when he came to India. I was born
here.” She changed her name because her father didn’t want the
neighbourhood to know that she worked as a dancer in films,
a profession that was looked down upon back then. She debuted
in Bollywood as a child artiste but became an independent chore-
ographer as early as 1974 with Geeta Mera Naam. She even
choreographed a piece for The Gandhi Murder, starring actor
Stephen Lang and Om Puri. 

She learnt dancing under the guidance of her mentor B.
Sohanlal, whom she married at 13 despite the huge age differ-
ence between them. The couple had four children. One of them,
Raju Khan, is now a choreographer in his own right. But Sohanlal
abandoned her and in 1975, she married businessman Sardar
Roshan Khan, with whom she had a daughter. It was at this time
that she embraced Islam willingly. All of these experiences tough-
ened her up and informed the well of emotions inside her. While
she talked tough in the world, she poured herself out in her acts.
And when the actor couldn’t emote, she had her tricks. Shah
Rukh Khan once recalled how she couldn’t elicit a certain
lovestruck emotion from Kajol during a song sequence in
Baazigar because the actor wasn’t convinced. So the choreog-
rapher simply asked SRK to pinch her so that she could instinc-
tively wince. That was Khan, using the tried and tested to appeal
to mass consumption while having the class to know by how
many degrees to tweak it and make it an everlasting cinemat-
ic moment.  
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New Delhi: The International
Buddhist Confederation (IBC),
under the aegis of Ministry of
Culture, Government of India,
is celebrating Asadha Poornima
on Saturday, as Dharma Chakra
Day.  This day commemorates
Buddha’s First Sermon to his
first five ascetic disciples at the
Deer Park, Rsipatana in the pre-
sent day Sarnath near Varanasi,
UP. 

The day is also celebrated
by Buddhists all over the world
as the day of Dharma Chakra
Parvattana or “Turning of the
Wheel of Dharma”. This day is
also aptly observed as Guru
Poornima by both Buddhists
and Hindus as a day to mark
reverence to their Gurus.

In keeping with the histor-
ical legacy of India being the
land of Buddha’s enlighten-
ment, his turning the wheels of
Dharma, and Mahapari-nir-
vana, President of India Ram
Nath Kovid will inaugurate the
Dharma Chakra Day from the
Rashtrapati Bhawan. Prime
Minister Narendra Modi will

deliver a video address on
the occasion to emphasise
the teachings of peace and
justice of Lord Buddha and
the Eight Fold Path shown by
him to overcome sufferings
of sentient beings. 

Minister of Culture
Prahlad Patel and  Minister
of State for Minorities Affairs
Kiren Rijiju will also address
the opening ceremony. 

A special address by the
President of Mongolia will
also be read out and a valu-
able Buddhist manuscript of
Indian origin preserved in
Mongolia for centuries
together, will be presented to
the President.

Due to Covid 19 pan-
demic, the whole program is
being conducted virtually,
like a very successful virtu-
al  Vaisakh (Buddha
Poornima) on May 7 this
year. 

The event on Saturday is
expected to be witnessed by
around 30 lakh devotees
worldwide via live webcast.

pegged  the  number of
“active cases” in the State at
79,911.

Of the total 198 deaths
reported on Friday,  Mumbai
accounted for 73 deaths tak-
ing the total number of
deaths in the metropolis to
4,762,  while the total num-
ber of  infected cases shot up
by 1,338 cases to touch
82,074.

In addition to 73 deaths
recorded in Mumbai, there
were 50 deaths in Thane, 19
in Pune, 15 in Solapur, 6 each
in Palghar, Aurangabad and
Jalgaon, 5 in Jalna, 4 in
Raigad, 3 in Akola, 2 each in
Dhule and Amravati and  one
each in Nashik, Ahmednagar,
Nandurbar,  Latur and
Gondiya. There were two
deaths in other states.

With 43634 infections
and 1075 deaths, Thane has
emerged as the second worst-
hit district after Mumbai in
the state.

With 25454 infections
patients and 826 deaths till
now, Pune district has come
third among the affected dis-
tricts. Out of 10,49,277 sam-
ples sent to laboratories for
testing, 1,92,990 have tested
positive (18.39%) for Covid-
19 until Friday.  Currently,
5,89,448 people are in home
quarantine while 42,371 peo-
ple are in institutional quar-
antine.
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Union Home Minister Amit Shah on Friday reviewed the pre-
paredness for the monsoon and floods in the country, and

directed officials to develop a well-planned scheme to reduce dam-
age and casualties.

The Ministry of Home Affairs said, in a statement, that Shah
also sought action on priority to provide permanent solutions
to the perennial flood problems in Bihar, Uttar Pradesh and the
northeastern states.

The Home Minister emphasised on better coordination
between different agencies to have a permanent system for fore-
casting floods and rise in water levels in major catchment zones
and areas of the country.

Shah held a high-level meeting to review preparedness of
measures to deal with monsoon and flood situation in major
flood-prone river basins in the country, the statement said. He
directed the officials to develop a well-planned scheme to reduce
flooding and minimise the loss to property and lives.

The Home Minister also directed the Ministry of Jal Shakti
and Central Water Commission (CWC) to review and assess data
on real storage capacity of major dams with a view to ensure time-
ly release of water and prevention of floods.

The secretary in the Department of Water Resources, River
Development and Ganga Rejuvenation informed about the major
floods that had occurred in the country.

He apprised about the structural measures, including man-
agement of dams, reservoirs, ongoing projects in Nepal, flood
protection measures and non-structural measures i.e. flood plain
zoning, flood forecasting and way forward to mitigate effect of
floods in Ganga and Brahmaputra Basins.
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As almost every second hos-
pital and clinic across the

country has been converted
into Covid-19 facilities, it is the
non-Covid patients who are at
the receiving end. They are fac-
ing the impact of this pandemic
with deteriorating health con-
ditions due to inaccessibility for
screening, diagnostics and
treatment, health experts have
pointed out.

Dr Anil Jain, pulmonolo-
gist, National Institute of
Tuberculosis and Respiratory
Diseases (NITRD), Delhi, said,
“As the novel coronavirus out-
break continues to push the
country’s healthcare systems,
substantial health service dis-
ruption in the country has
decreased clinic visits by TB
patients drastically.

“Thus, it is of high impor-
tance that patients should get
access to screening, diagnostics
and utilisation of advanced tech-
niques like automated diagnos-
tic instruments for early detec-
tion and treatment to reduce TB
transmission and deaths.”

According to the Central
TB Division’s Nikshay portal,
capturing the real-time data, the

diagnosis of new tuberculosis
cases had witnessed a decline
during the pandemic due to the
inaccessibility of screening and
diagnostic facilities.

Dr Parimala Devi John,
Consulting gyne specialist and
colposcopist, Fortis Hospital
talked about the impact of
lockdowns and travel restraints
on cancer patients.

“Lack of timely diagnosis
and treatment also the fear of
contracting the infection had
led to a surge of advanced cases
across the country.”

Haematology specialist Dr
Rahul Bhargava who had start-
ed Virtual Hospital Cancer
Rounds, was of the opinion that
the telemedicine facility as
one-step destination for online
consultation and cancer treat-
ment management has been of
great help to the cancer patients
amid Covid pandemic.

“During the initial lock-
down phases, most of the

scheduled chemotherapy ses-
sions and cancer surgeries were
postponed. Even after the lock-
down was relaxed, cancer
patients remained in the four-
walls, as they are at a greater
risk of Covid infections.

“ In such a situation, our
virtual hospital continued
delivering services and reach-
ing out to the patients facing
uncertainty,” said Dr Bhargava,
who is also the serving Director
of Fortis Hospital’s Bone
Marrow Transplant facility

Dr. SPGanesan — Hitech
Diagnostics, Chennai felt that
with the government’s decision
to lift the lockdown and open-
ing of OPDs, there is a need to
understand the importance of
taking strict precautionary mea-
sures and follow guidelines for
safe specimen management.

“Proper collection of spec-
imens is the most important
step in the laboratory diagno-
sis of infectious diseases. Yet,
equal importance needs to be
given to staff and patient safe-
ty. It is important to treat every
specimen as potential Covid
specimen and take proper pre-
cautions while handling and
collecting blood & urine sam-
ples,” he added.
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Even though the monsoon
has covered the entire coun-

try two weeks earlier than
usual, north and central India
continue to face sweltering
heat these days.  The above
average temperatures com-
bined with high relative humid-
ity has raised “discomfort”. 

The India Meteorological
Department (IMD) on Friday
predicted that over the next five
days, northwest India, includ-
ing Punjab, Haryana and
Chandigarh will experience
“fairly widespread to wide-
spread rainfall with isolated
heavy falls”.

Meanwhile, moderate to
intense thunderstorms and
lightning are also very likely
over southeast Uttar Pradesh,
Bihar, east Rajasthan, Madhya
Pradesh, Chhattisgarh,
Jharkhand, east Vidarbha and
Odisha over the next 12 hours.
According to the IMD, 16

States have received normal
monsoon rains, nine excess
rain and two large excess rain
so far. Three States —
Meghalaya, Sikkim and Goa
have received over 1,000 mm
rains so far.

According to IMD offi-
cials, the discomfort is more
because of high humidity com-
bined with high temperature.
High humidity is expected in
this season. In northen States, an
average humidity level is record-
ed between 65 and 90 while in
eastern States, and the average
humidity level is recorded
between 80 and 95 in July. 

“Relative humidity mea-
sures the actual amount of
moisture in the air as a per-
centage of the maximum
amount of moisture the air can
hold,” officials added. In Delhi,
the maximum temperature is
recorded 40 degree Celsius
while the humidity was 71 on
Friday. In Chennai, humidity
level was 95 while the average

temperature was recorded 34
degree Celsius. Kolkata record-
ed humidity level 89 while
Ahmedabad recorded humid-
ity level 69 and average tem-
perature 40 degree Celsius.

India received 213.1 mm
rain as against the normal of
191.6mm, an increase of 11 per
cent from June 1 to July 4.
Meghalaya has received 1149.6
mm rain as against the normal
of 893.1 mm so far while
Sikkim received 1,000 mm
rains as against the normal of
473.5 mm this season. This
means Sikkim has received
over 110 per cent more rainfall
this year. Goa also reported
1,230.4 mm rains as against the
normal of 1016.1 mm.

Bihar has received 62 per
cent more rains this year.  It has
received 324.8 mm rain as
against the normal of 200.8
mm. The excess rainfall has
created flood-like situations in
northern districts. Some major
rivers have started flowing

above the danger mark. Water
level in other rivers has risen,
threatening thousands of peo-
ple living in low-lying areas. At
least 28 of the State’s 38 districts
received large excess rain; seven
districts recorded excess rain
and three recorded normal
rain in June. According to
IMD’s annual rainfall reports,
Bihar receives 1,027.6 mm
rainfall in a normal monsoon
year; the average annual rain-
fall through the year in all sea-
sons is 1,205.6 mm.

The IMD in its forecast said
a cyclonic circulation also lay
over east Uttar Pradesh and
neighbourhood while a north-
south trough is running till east

Vidarbha. This is most likely to
cause fairly widespread to wide-
spread rainfall/thundershower
with isolated heavy to very
heavy falls over Central and
adjoining east India during the
next five days, the IMD said.

Meanwhile, due to high
convergence of strong moist
winds from the Arabian Sea
along the west coast and cyclonic
circulation over south Gujarat
and neighbourhood, fairly wide-
spread to widespread rainfall
with isolated heavy to very
heavy falls are most likely to con-
tinue over Gujarat, Konkan and
Goa, Madhya Maharashtra and
coastal Karnataka over the next
five days.
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Amid coronavirus outbreak,
HRD Minister Ramesh

Pokhriyal on Friday announced
the decision to postpone the
JEE Main and NEET 2020
examinations. The JEE exam-
ination will now be held
between September 1 to 6, JEE
advanced exam will be held on
September 27 and National
Eligibility-cum-Entrance Test
(NEET) examination will be
held on September 13.

“Keeping in mind the safe-
ty of students and to ensure
quality education we have
decided to postpone #JEE &
#NEET examinations. JEE
Main examination will be held
between 1st-6th Sept, JEE
advanced exam will be held on
27th Sept & NEET examina-
tion will be held on 13th
September,” the HRD Minister
announced on Twitter.

With this now it means
that the results and counselling
excercise and admission to the
institutions will be completed
by October end and Ministry

sources a couple of education
stakeholders told The Pioneer
that session to the new session
in higher education or techni-
cal institutes will begin only
from November first week.

A panel constituted by
Union HRD Minister, has rec-
ommended to postpone the
medical entrance examination
and engineering entrance
examination in the wake of

coronavirus pandemic. HRD
ministry had formed a panel to
check the feasibility to conduct
the examinations in July after
parents and students expressed
concerns about JEE and NEET
examinations in the wake of
COVID-19 pandemic.

Looking at the prevailing
circumstances and requests
received from students & par-
ents appearing for JEE and
NEEET examinations the com-
mittee consisting of officials
from the National Testing
Agency (NTA) and other
experts was advised to review
the situation and submit its rec-
ommendations latest Friday.

While medical entrance
exam — NEET — was sched-
uled to held on July 26, the JEE
(Mains), for admission in engi-
neering colleges, was scheduled
from July 18-23.

The Central Board of
Secondary Education (CBSE)
had last week cancelled some

board exam papers scheduled
from July 1 to 15. The move
came after group of parents
moved the Supreme Court
raising concerns about Covid-
19 exposure risk to students.

“The Covid-19 pandemic
has created a challenge as far as
conducting exams is concerned
and in India, the scale is huge.
Therefore, for the future, NTA
is looking at building capacity
for holding online exams,
which candidates can take from
their homes,” a HRD Ministry
official said.

Students have been signing
online petitions and pursuing
Twitter campaigns, and
requesting the Government to
postpone the engineering and
medical entrance exams as
well. Parents of nearly 4,000
NRI students based in West
Asia also filed a petition in the
Supreme Court Wednesday
demanding the NEET be post-
ponement. They noted that
there are no exam centres out-
side India and international
travel is still restricted due to
the coronavirus pandemic.

New Delhi: All the BJP State
units will give a video presen-
tation of their “public out-
reach” programme during the
last four months of coron-
avirus pandemic before Prime
Minister Narendra Modi on
Saturday and seek his “further
guidance” on the issue.

“All the BJP State units will
give a presentation on ‘SEVA
HI SANGATHAN’ abhiyan to
the Prime Minister,” BJP
General Secretary Arun Singh
said on Friday. It will be tele-
cast on the Narendra Modi
application and other digital
platforms. Party president JP
Nadda, will be present during
the videoconferencing.

Singh said party will get fur-
ther guidance from the Prime
Minister as how to move further
on the issue. BJP leader first paid
tribute to ‘martyred’ eight
policemen in Uttar Pradesh
and told the journalists that no
culprits will be spared. PNS

New Delhi: Union Housing
and Urban Affairs Minister
Hardeep Singh Puri on Friday
launched the “Swachchh
Survekshan 2021” — the sixth
edition of the annual cleanliness
survey —and said the exercise
this year will focus on waste-
water treatment and other para-
meters. At the event, Puri said
that every year, the “Swachchh
Survekshan” is redesigned inno-
vatively to ensure the process
becomes more robust with focus
on sustaining the behaviour
change.

“Like in the last year, keep-
ing in mind the ministry’s
efforts towards ensuring sus-
tainability of the sanitation
value chain, the SS 2021 indi-
cators focus on parameters per-
taining to wastewater treatment
and reuse along with faecal
sludge,” he said.

The Minister also
announced a new category of
awards titled “Prerak Daaur
Samman” as part of “Swachchh
Survekshan 2021”. The Prerak

Daaur Samman has five addi-
tional sub — categories —Divya
(Platinum), Anupam (Gold),
Ujjwal (Silver), Udit (Bronze),
Aarohi (Aspiring) — with top
three cities being recognised in
each. According to the Ministry,
state ranking will also be
announced under the survey, to
be measured based on their
fund utilisation and support to
respective local bodies, among
others. 

The Ministry said
“Swachchh Survekshan 2020”
had seen an unprecedented
participation of 1.87 crore citi-
zens. The survey will categorise
cities on the basis of six indica-
tor-wise performance criteria —
segregation of waste into wet,
dry and hazard categories; pro-
cessing capacity against wet
waste generated; processing and
recycling of wet and dry waste;
construction & demolition
(C&D) waste processing; per-
centage of waste going to land-
fills; and sanitation status of
cities. PNS
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The Union Health Ministry
has revised guidelines for

home-isolation for Covid-19
patients to include asympto-
matic positive cases in the list
of mild or pre-symptomatic
coronavirus infection cases.
The move follows in view of
increasing number of Covid-
patients showing no sign of
virus infection.

Also, elderly patients above
60 years and those with comor-
bidities shall be allowed home
isolation only after proper eval-
uation is done by a medical
officer, as per the guidelines
issued by the Ministry.

However, the patients who
are suffering from immune
diseases (such as HIV, trans-
plant recipients, cancer thera-
py) will not be eligible for
home isolation.

Additionally, elderly
patients who are aged above 60
years and those with comor-
bidities such as hypertension,
diabetes, heart disease, chron-
ic lung/liver/kidney diseases
and cerebro-vascular diseases
(the primary concerns for coro-
navirus) shall be allowed home
isolation only after proper eval-
uation is done by a medical
officer.

The patients who go into

home isolation will be dis-
charged after a period of 10
days since the onset of symp-
toms, with no fever for three
consecutive days, the guidelines
stressed.

“Thereafter, the patient will
be advised to isolate at home
and self-monitor their health
for further seven days. There is
no need for testing after the
home isolation period is over,”
as per the revised guidelines for
home isolation of very
mild/pre-symptomatic/asymp-
tomatic Covid-19 cases.

According to the revised

directive, asymptomatic
patients such as the ones who
are pre-symptomatic and/or
have very mild symptoms can
choose home isolation if they
have the required self-isolation
facility at their residence so that
they can avoid contact with
their family members.

Furthermore, patients also
have to give an undertaking
stating that after being diag-
nosed as a confirmed/suspect-
ed case of Covid-19, s/he shall
voluntarily undertake strict
self-isolation at all times for the
prescribed period.
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After Bharat Biotech India
Ltd, Ahmedabad-based

Zydus Cadila Healthcare Ltd
has been given green signal to
conduct phase 1 and 2 clinical
trials of its indigenously devel-
oped Covid-19 vaccine.

Preclinical studies have
shown experimental vaccine
produced antibodies against
the virus. The company is
expected to begin enrollment of
subjects soon.

The Drugs Controller
General of India (DCGI) gave
go ahead to Cadilla to conduct
phase I and phase II human
clinical trials after animal stud-
ies were found satisfactory.

The vaccine approval
process was accelerated after
recommendation by the subject
expert committee on Covid-19.

“The company has sub-
mitted data to DCGI based on
animal trial, they conducted.
Animals like- mice, rabbits,
guinea pigs, rats were used and
these animals developed anti-
bodies against the virus,” a
senior Government official was
quoted as saying to an agency.

“Their animal trial data
was inspected thoroughly and
was found satisfactory. And
now, DCGI has granted per-

mission to Zydus Cadila to
conduct Phase I & II clinical
trial for COVID -19 vaccine on
humans after successful animal
trial,” the official added.

On Tuesday, 30 June,
India’s first Covid-19 vaccine
COVAXIN, developed by
Bharat Biotech International
Limited (BBIL) in collaboration
with the Indian Council of
Medical Research (ICMR) and
the National Institute of
Virology (NIV) received DCGI
nod to conduct Phase I and II
human clinical trials.

Hyderabad based Bharat
Biotech said trials of the vac-
cine are scheduled to begin
across India this month. COV-
AXIN was developed using
the SARS-CoV-2 virus strain
isolated at NIV, Pune.
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Congress president Sonia
Gandhi on Friday wrote to

Prime Minister Narendra Modi
demanding reservation for stu-
dents from other backward
classes (OBC) in the National
Eligibility-cum-Entrance Test
(NEET) — the country’s sole
entrance exam for undergrad-
uate medical and dental stu-
dents — in State institutions
under the All India Quota. She
said OBC students have lost
11,000 seats since 2017 due to
the denial of reservation.

“I would like to bring to
your attention, denial of reser-
vation for OBC candidates
under All-India Quota being
filled through National
Eligibility cum Entrance Test
(NEET), in State/UT Medical
education institutions,” Sonia
wrote in the letter.

“Under the All India
Quota, 15%, 7.5% and 10%
seats are reserved for SC
(scheduled caste), ST (sched-
uled tribes) and Economically
Weaker Section candidates
respectively, in both Central
and State/UT Medical educa-

tion institutions. However,
reservation for OBC candi-
dates under All India Quota is
restricted to Central
Institutions,” she added.

Sonia Gandhi said the
denial of reservation to OBC
students in State medical insti-
tutions is a barrier to access of
medical education for deserv-
ing candidates.

“In the interest of equity
and social justice, I strongly
urge the Union Government to
extend reservation for OBC
candidates in All India Quota
of medical and dental seats,

even in the State/UT Medical
education institutions”.

The All India Quota seats
comprise 15 per cent of all
MBBS seats and 50 per cent of
PG medical seats surrendered
by State Governments to the
Centre. Students from all across
the country can apply for the
reservation.
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The CRPF, the biggest para-
miliatry in the world, has

favoured allowing transgender
as a third gender along with
male and female for the
entrance examination for
recruitment of officers.

The move comes a day
after the deadline for com-
ments on the issue as sought by
the Centre expired on
Thursday. The Union Home

Ministry had on Wednesday
circulated a memorandum to
the CRPF, ITBP, SSB and CISF
to offer comments for incor-
porating transgender as a third
gender in the rules for CAPF
(Assistant Commandant)
Examination, 2020 latest by
Thursday for taking a final
view on the matter.

“We fully value the spirit of
the order of Hon’ble Supreme
Court. CRPF already has a
gender neutral work environ-
ment. In view of impending
policy guidelines of MHA, we
shall make it further compat-
ible as per the need,” a senior
CRPF official said on Friday.  

This is the view and rec-

ommendation of CRPF on
recruitment of transgender in
CAPF and the same has been
accordingly communicated to
the Home Ministry, the CRPF
official said.

The BSF has already com-
municated a positive response
on the issue of allowing trans-
gender as candidate for taking
the entrance exanination of the
Assistant commandant.

The entrance for the
Assistant Commandant is con-
ducted by the Union Public
Service Commission but the
Central Armed Police Forces
or the paramilitary forces have
their separate rules for recruit-
ment of the Directly Appointed

Gazetted Officers or the cadre
officers who are the mainstay
of the forces administrative and
operational structure.

The SSB and ITBP are
also likely to follow suit in
favouring the allowance of the
transgenders as a separate cat-
egory into the recruitment
rules.

Once the responses from
all the paramilitary forces are
received, the Home Ministry
will take a consolidated view
on the issue of incorporating
trasngender as a separate 
category besides male/female
in the recruitment rules of the
paramilitary forces, officials
said.

�����#�%#
������������
���������	�����	�
��	�������	����
���	��������
������
�����	�

��!�
"����
�
��'
�����
���
��������
���
"�������
��
���
�����
��
������
+'
"�����
�C ����
��
�������'

)3��������
���	
��	�����������������	���	��	����/�
 ��
������������ �����
��
��5=)
��������
���������
����
�3��8

� �(���"�$�0'���%�$�#%�
("-��� �%���1222���"%�
��#&���2�3�$���% �%(�
$�#�"�� )������-"%� #

� � #�"��"#$(���"�$�%(�
$�#�"�� )������-"%� #�% 
0'���%�$�#%���#��%"%�
4�$�&"���#�%�%�%� #�����"
�"������% �"&&���� )
4�$�&"���$�&"%� #�) �
$����-�#��&"#$�$"%��

@��!�3��8�������
���
��������)����/12
���
���
�D/1�-/0�9-
����
-9�
;�
���2
;�0���-
��@0�1;�?
$
09
*�
���
/2A/-=�2
�D/1
����
;�
���2
9-
��@0�1;�?
4�
/-2
�/0�9-/�
���.�;���0E#
=31#�-0?/-=�
��:0
F����G
�D/1�-/0�9-
����
;�
���2
9-
��@0�1;�?
$(

�����������	��!����
?:?=���������

4�������	�������	�����������	��
�����������������	��������

�����*=>+�/���%)�
�������������������
#	�������������
���	��������#�(����

3�
/)���������
�����
�����
��
���������

3���
����������	�
���������%�
�����	
��������	�
��$�������4����
�


��
�����������

� );)2�!

After denying her any
responsible position in its

State working committee,
Maharashtra BJP president
Chandrakant Patil on Friday
claimed that former Minister
and disgruntled party leader
Pankaja Munde would be vest-
ed with “a big responsibility” in
the party’s central working
committee.

Two months after she 
was denied party nomination
to contest the Maharashtra
Legislative Council polls,
Pankaja failed to make it 
to the list of 30 State party 
office bearers announced by
Patil. The list of state party
office bearers comprised 12
vice presidents, six general sec-
retaries, a treasurer and 12 
secretaries.

Apart from nominating 30
State party office bearers, the
State BJP president named 68
members of the party working
committee and 139 others as
invitee-members of the State
working committee.

Pankaja and other dis-
gruntled party leaders like
Eknath Khadse, Prakash Mehta
and Vinod Tawade have been
named as members in the spe-
cial-invitee members of the
State Working 
committee.  

Though the names of the
state party bigwigs like Nitin
Gadkari, Devendra Fadnavis,
Piyush Goyal and Prakash
Javdekar also figure in the list
of 58 special invitee-members
of the state party working
members, Pankaja and three
other disgruntled leaders will
have little or no say in the state
party’s affairs in the State.

Asked about Pankaja hav-
ing been denied a responsible
post in the State party 
set up, Patil said: “Pankajatai
will get an important position
in the Central party set-up and
she will be a member of the
party’s state core committee”.

Given that Pankaja has
been consistently sidelined in
the state party set up and no
effort has been made to reha-
bilitate her, there were not

many takers for Patil’s claim in
the state party set up.

It may be recalled that
Pankaja had created a stir in the
BJP in December last year
ahead of her late father
Gopinath Munde’s 70th birth
anniversary by joining hands
with Khadse, announcing her
resignation from the party’s
core group and daring the
party leadership to sack her
from the party.

Even Khadse has also made
no bones about the manner in
which he has been sidelined in
the party On December 2 last
year, after meeting BJP leader
Pankaja Munde, Khadse had
made a shocking allegation
after meeting her that Pankaja
and his daughter Rohini
Khadse in the recent State
Assembly polls were defeated
due to a conspiracy hatched by
some party leaders.

In an apparent effort to
smooth the ruffled feathers of
Pankaja,  the party has appoint-
ed her MP-sister Preetam
Munde as the state party’s vice
president, while it has nomi-
nated Khadse’s daughter-in-
law and MP Raksha as the
party's secretary.

6�
����������-����.�

��������� �
��-������

$�
���'�$��
�����
�

0���!���������
���������������
 
!�
!�"
��1
�
�
.�����
23�������
+�����
�2�
����
.���"���
�������4�������
�"���
!���
����
"
����%5���	
�"

��
���#��� ���
���������������
����
�!��� ���2
�����6���������
������
�!����"��
"�������
""����
"
��"��������
�
�������������7�
����
��
����
�����8



For the last two months, India and
China have been involved in a mil-
itary and diplomatic stand-off
along the Line of Actual Control
(LAC). The current skirmish is not

isolated from the main politics of China. It
is but an extension of the Communist Party
of China’s (CPC) domestic policy. The
developments at the border have come at a
time when the CPC is facing international
backlash over the outbreak of the pandem-
ic. Back home, too, the Chinese are frustrat-
ed over the CPC’s role in covering up the
spread of the Coronavirus in Wuhan city,
which eventually led to the deaths of thou-
sands of people. As per the database leaked
from the National University of Defence
Technology in Changsha city, China could
have had 6,40,000 cases instead of the offi-
cial 84,000. This revelation has further
alienated the CPC from the Chinese people.

What, however, is worrying is that 70
years on, India’s Tibet dilemma remains.
Before Tibet was invaded by China, there was
no sign of well-made road along the India-
Tibet border. However, trade routes for pack
animals existed. From Srinagar, a route runs
to Leh and thence through Southern Tibet
to Shigatse and Lhasa. From Lhasa, a much-
used route goes to Chamdo. In short, there
was hardly any sign of a good road or any
major bridge in Tibet. All of this changed
drastically after the Chinese invasion of Tibet.
China became India’s new neighbour and
with this new development, the tranquility
across the Himalayas was hijacked by an
authoritarian party-State. 

Ever since the invasion of Tibet, the
development of strategic roads became a top
priority for the CPC. It undertook massive
infrastructure development projects for
more than two decades. And by 1975, China
had completed 91 highways totalling 15,800
km, with 300 permanent bridges in outer
Tibet alone, effectively connecting 97 per
cent of the region’s counties by roads. Then
the People’s Liberation Army (PLA) started
focussing on Tibet. Ever since, the number
of exercises and overall military activities in
the Lanzhou and Chengdu military regions
have been noteworthy. In one of the early
instances, in October 2011, the PLA was
reported to have carried out two joint exer-
cises in the Chengdu and Lanzhou military
regions. 

The Global Times reported on January
5, “In the new year exercises, the PLA Tibet
Military Command has deployed heli-
copters, armoured vehicles, heavy artillery
and anti-aircraft missiles across the region:
From Lhasa, capital of Tibet, with an eleva-
tion of 3,700 metres to border defence front-
lines with elevations of more than 4,000
meters.” It further noted, “China’s latest
weapons, including the Type 15 tank and the
new 155-millimetre vehicle-mounted how-
itzer, were deployed in Tibet as the PLA
began the first round of exercises in 2020.”
Because of its continuous infrastructure
development, today, the PLA is in a position
to carry out numerous military exercises

even on the inhospitable terrains
of Tibet.

One stone at a time: CPC’s
territorial strategy for future
claims and control: Early in
1995, after the Philippines
Government discovered that
octagonal bunker-type struc-
tures were being constructed
on a previously unoccupied
reef, the then Chinese Foreign
Minister, Qian Qichen, had
claimed that it was built by the
authorities of Hainan for the
convenience of Chinese fisher-
men around the Spratly Island.
Following this incident, there
was a series of diplomatic
exchanges and visits by heads
of both countries to satisfacto-
rily resolve the issue. Despite
numerous diplomatic engage-
ments, China continued to
upgrade its physical presence
on the Mischief Reef. Later
these structures became the
base for the CPC laying sover-
eignty claim  over the islands. 

On November 26, 2016,
satellite images released by the
Asia Maritime Transparency
Initiative (AMTI) showed a
series of hexagonal structures
now in place on each of the
seven islets. They appear to be
large anti-aircraft guns and
close-in weapons systems
(CIWS), AMTI said. In fact, this
weapon system can also be used
on land to protect the military
base. By 2018, the reef had
been turned into a militarised

artificial island equipped with
anti-ship cruise missiles.

As it is said, “Old habits die
hard.” Despite pressurising India
to stop the construction of roads
in the Galwan Valley and
Pangong Tso, China continues to
develop an enhanced transport
network and military infra-
structure across Tibet’s regions
bordering India. The Indian
Government should not allow
the installation of any temporary
or permanent structures by the
PLA on the disputed territory.
Any physical structure, either
temporary or permanent, built
by the PLA should be either dis-
mantled or a similar structure be
installed in the area claimed by
the CPC. Else, it may argue in
the future that the structures are
nothing more than shelters for
the PLA soldiers lost in the
Galwan Valley. And the con-
struction of roads or any other
permanent military installation
near the disputed border may
become a source of future claims
and control by China.

Dear CPC, home is where
your threat is: In the history of
China, the Chinese population
is a major factor for the
dethronement of a number of
dynasties. China was not only
invaded many times by nomadic
people from outside its borders
but was also turned upside
down many more times by its
own citizens, mainly peasants. In
all, there were 1,109 main mil-

itary conflicts between the
Chinese and the northern
nomads from 215 BC to AD
1684 and as many as 225,887
recorded armed rebellions
between 210 BC and AD 1910
within China. In 20th century
China, there were two mass
movements, mostly led by
young students, scholars and lit-
erary figures. Later, people from
all walks of life joined in. The
two crucial movements were:
The 1919 May 4 Movement and
the Tiananmen Square protests.
In both these movements, poor
governance, rampant officials’
corruption, high unemploy-
ment rate were the main caus-
es for the outburst. 

Before the Tiananmen
Square protests, by October
1988, the population of migrant
labourers in Beijing had reached
one million and was growing
continuously. In Guangzhou,
the capital of Guangdong
Province, more than 2.5 million
rural labourers flooded the city
over a short period between
February and March 1989. Not
only this, thousands of univer-
sity graduates failed to get jobs
of their interests and the unem-
ployment rate was high. Rising
inflation added to the woes. All
these developments sowed the
seeds of mass protests. In mod-
ern times, too, despite the CPC
having an iron-fist control on the
Chinese people, between 1993
and 2008, there were a total of

614,100 protests across China.  
This year, with the CPC

attempting to cover up informa-
tion pertaining to the COVID-
19 pandemic, the Chinese peo-
ple realised the importance of
freedom of expression and
access to the free flow of infor-
mation. It was the denial of these
rights that led to the death of Li
Wenliang and the spread of
Coronavirus in China. This
pandemic didn’t take a long time
to spread and brought the glob-
al economy to its nadir. 

China, being the source of
the virus, has been the worst-hit
economically. In late April, a
report by Shandong-based
Zhongtai Securities Brokerage
Company in China concluded
that the unemployment rate in
China is at 20.5 per cent with
some 70 million people out of
work. While the official jobs data
released by China’s national
bureau of statistics on May 15
put the unemployment rate in
April at six per cent. 

Later, the report was
retracted and Li Xunlei, the
director of the research unit of
Zhongtai Securities, was
removed from his post. This
shows the CPC’s hyper-sensi-
tivity towards unemployment
problems in China. The one
thing that the CPC fears the
most is the spectre of unem-
ployment. During a conference
on employment and entrepre-
neurship related to general
colleges and universities grad-
uates on May 13, Chinese
Premier Li Keqiang demanded
more emphasis be put on key
groups by offering college and
university graduates targetted
job-seeking services. One of the
main reasons behind China’s
erratic behaviour in Asia is to
divert the attention of aggriev-
ed, frustrated and millions of
jobless people.

Xi’s predecessor, Mao-
Zedong, too, had declared a war
on India on account of growing
unpopularity in China because
of his failure of the Great Leap
Forward, which led to the death
of around 45 million people.
Bertil Linter, author of China’s
India War, concluded that “the
border dispute was only an
excuse to  launch the 1962 war.”
To secure his power firmly and
to divert the attention of the
Chinese people, war was
declared against India amid the
Cuban crisis. In a bid to divert
the attention of the Chinese peo-
ple on account of joblessness,
the CPC is behaving erratically
with its neighbours. In other
words, in the coming days,
developments inside China will
shape its foreign policy because
the real threat for the ruling
party lies within. 

(The writer is is a former
research fellow at the Tibet 
Policy Institute)
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Sir — That Prasar Bharati has sent
a letter to the Press Trust of India
(PTI), suggesting that journalism
practised by it was not in “nation-
al interest,” wasn’t surprising.
The supposedly autonomous
body is now said to be reviewing
its future associations with PTI.
Prasar Bharati used to pay �9.15
crore annually to PTI for its ser-
vices. However, since 2017, the
public broadcaster has allegedly
been holding back about 25 per
cent (current figure at �6.75
crore) of the contribution as it
wants to renegotiate the costs. 

In tune with the Narendra
Modi-led Government at the
Centre, Prasar Bharati seems to be
equating “national interest” with
that of the Government. It appears
that Prasar Bharati is upset with
the PTI for not just conducting an
interview with the Chinese
Ambassador Sun Weidong —
apparently for the first time the
official conceded that the onus of
de-escalation of tension between
India and China should fall on the
latter — but also for its tweet by
India’s Ambassador to China,
Vikram Misri, where he asserted
China’s obligation to move “back

to its side of the LAC”. In doing
so, Misri incidentally accepted
that the Chinese troops had
indeed ingressed the border and,
thus, contradicted the Prime
Minister’s claim. It is likely that
these two “offences” led Prasar
Bharati to take steps against PTI.

In the garb of nationalism, Modi
and his Government seem to be
coercing the media to carry only
those articles which unfailingly
eulogise the Prime Minister. This
is shameful. 

Bidyut Kumar Chatterjee
Faridabad
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Sir — The situation is still precar-
ious in the national capital with
more than 300 active contain-
ment zones and ever-rising Covid
cases. Concerned authorities

must not only identify various
trouble spots but also strike at the
basic fault lines. 

The Government must con-
sider imposing a suitable fine for
those not wearing masks and
those flouting social distancing
norms at public places. The Chief
Minister must think about reim-
posing the lockdown in all vul-
nerable areas of the capital, irre-
spective of their extant promi-
nence, proximity and locations
before it gets too late.

Sweta
Via email

���	�������

Sir — In view of China’s nefari-
ous design, India, too, must come
up with equal alacrity. A ban on
Chinese apps is welcome but
uncertainty prevails over its
implementation and the road
ahead. Nevertheless, India has
sent the message loud and clear:
It will not take it lying down and
retaliate with full force both on
and off the battlefield.

Shantanu
Via email
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As the Indian economy witnesses a major
downturn, predictably a negative growth, the
dichotomy between monetary and fiscal pol-

icy becomes an irritant. Monetary management by
allowing for a nearly �13 trillion loan to the corpo-
rate, MSME, agriculture and other sectors of the
economy is a huge release of capital stuck in the
banking and non-banking sector. Arguably this
would have turned the wheels of industrial produc-
tion but COVID-19, with its multiple slowdown
effects, won’t allow it to happen. Critics have point-
ed out that the absence of open chest financing of
Government debt and securities, as well as no last-
resort cash support to about 14 crore jobless migrant
workers, have depressed the economy both in the
short and long-term. This impacts productive activ-
ity negatively in the secondary and tertiary sectors
of the economy with falling demand.

In the absence of fiscal stimuli, distressed and
risk assets in the market stand in the way of any
attempt at recovery. Monetary stimuli in the
absence of effective demand cannot boost the busi-
ness cycle. A huge shortfall in revenue, from both
tax and non-tax sources, has only created a spurt
in public debt and the consequent rate cut for con-
trolling debt has created a precarious imbalance
between real output and interest rates. Failing inter-
est rates create a vicious cycle of inducing stress in
asset-based funds that now have to look for stim-
uli from financial institutions to survive from debt.
In effect, resources of the Reserve Bank of India
(RBI) and the available Government funds for loans
run the risk of turning into NPAs even in the short-
term. So circulation of higher liquidity in situations
of Corona-induced insolvency presents a slippery
slope for the management of the macroeconomic
policy.

The stimulus package of �20 lakh crore for
macroeconomic management has not shown signs
of  much-needed neutralisation of the liquidity trap
by raising demand for credit. The package establish-
es that there is no liquidity crunch and indeed India’s
foreign reserve reaches a peak of over $500 billion,
covering much of its import bill. In such a situation,
the demand for Government securities and bonds
should have gone higher but the demand situation
is such that it prods the investors to hold back such
securities. In contrast, the Reliance JIO deal, by rais-
ing funds through rights issues in the stock mar-
ket, received a preferential treatment from the
Ministry of Corporate Affairs to only offset its huge
debt without corresponding expansion of the cred-
it market, which could have helped the banks to off-
set the situation of a liquidity trap. Had the
Government issued new bonds and securities
using the cut in the rate and generated some addi-
tional funds like its blue-eyed boy Reliance, that
would have probably eased excess liquidity. Instead,
given the increasing rate of macroeconomic unem-
ployment, almost at 14 per cent, the need for addi-
tional funds for employment generating activities
by way of stimulus packages announced by the
Government got immobile in the widening liquid-
ity trap. The Government has already printed cur-
rency notes worth �1.6 lakh crore and only succeed-
ed in creating a good accounting ratio between its
income, expenditure and debt instead of flinching
itself out of the liquidity trap.

What can extricate the economy from the liq-
uidity trap is the generation of demand, demand and
more demand. Significantly, two correlated and yet
highly-fluctuating monetary instruments, like
India’s foreign reserve touching a record $500 bil-
lion as external trade falls and the Government’s

internal borrowings from the market
plummeting only to pull down repo
rates, present a hard picture of control of
fund flows. It is not clear how the RBI shall
channelise reinvestment of cheaper bor-
rowings into production, while such
investments in the stock market at present
do not ensure gains. It is in this grim sce-
nario that the Centre’s declaration of flex-
ibility in tax slabs to industries, as part of
the stimulus package, only helps the
businesses to keep afloat. Deflationary
pressure continues unchecked in the
product market as the Government scam-
pers for attracting investment through
floating rate bonds. 

The recent increase of employment in
agriculture with the Centre’s �1.5 trillion
package has generated some demand, yet
it does not show signs of revival. Reverse
migration from cities to rural areas is an
immediate cause of such increased
demand but last-mile delivery issues do
not allow it to be an impact of the
Government’s �1.5 lakh crore package. In
effect, if one combines a stalemate in for-
eign trade and piling reserve with falling
rates of investment and profit, the stimu-
lus on the demand side cannot overcome
this simultaneous fall in both supply and
demand. Restarting the economy to off-
set the slump in income and demand,
combined with fresh doses of investment
in greenfield areas through stocks, are still
to gather much momentum against the
early signs of a recession. Recessionary
trends in the manufacturing sector com-
bined with a deflationary fall in the
Wholesale Price Index produce a cascade
of compression in the economy, making
rating agencies predict negative GDP
growth for at least the next two years.

A very paradoxical question to ask is,
does a programmatic infusion of demand
as the stimulus package enforce austerity
and fund crunch arising out of an inher-
ited fiscal deficit at the level of nearly five
per cent of the present GDP? The ques-

tion could be further teetered by asking
whether recessionary trends at the macro-
economic level require an open chest fund-
ing for every sector of the economy, start-
ing with the most distressed. The behav-
iour of risk assets such as Franklin
Templeton and DHFL withdrawing $25
billion from the Indian stock market fur-
ther depresses the already sluggish
demand. Does this recessionary symptom
cause a decrease in the capacity of the State
and the Government to respond to the
chain of fiscal demands without saving its
back by generation of additional income
through revenue and extra-revenue routes? 

Possibly this question brings out the
reason why the Centre is raising the prices
of petrol, diesel and other fuels when crude
prices are at the lowest. Could this be the
only means to generate extra revenue so
that fiscal deficit can be covered up and
profits made by oil companies could be
used for funding a longer crisis? Given the
lockdown-induced loss of capacity, the
Government is adopting this easy route in
spite of its deleterious impact on the prices
of essential goods. The situation returns
to the same vicious cycle as fall in income,
investment, interest, wage and demand
make it impossible to revive the economy
despite good supply side management in
terms of monetary policy. Post lockdown,
the economy then looks like a quicksand
that eats up the stimulus without the
desired impact. The economy continues
to move in the trajectory of decline in real
GDP and rates of profit. This lies beyond
the scope of monetary and fiscal readjust-
ments as the Centre struggles to maintain
the fundamentals of the economy.

Nothing could have been more
treacherous than the Chinese aggression
at this time of crisis. Though the
Government is able to make large pay-
ments for defence purchases such as �3 bil-
lion to the US, �2.1 billion to Israel, �16
billion to Russia, yet there is a seeming lack
of funds for medical preparedness to fight

COVID-19 and defence preparedness to
fight China. With a heady mix of grow-
ing income inequality, falling consump-
tion and revenue and stressed assets in
money markets, a Government with its
hands full of funds does not have many
options to spend. As a result, the much-
needed panacea of Direct Cash Transfer
to 25 crore migrant workers and other
rural labourers has not been taken up by
an internally and externally-shaken
Government.

One requires a proper framework to
understand such a dysfunctional state of
the economy. Economist Thomas Piketty’s
famous thesis on India’s growth story, in
terms of the falling contribution of peo-
ple at the bottom and an artificial attempt
by the Government to keep rate of inter-
est lower than the rate of return from cap-
ital, seems to dominate the money mar-
ket. The absence of an appropriate scheme
for re-distribution of profit and income for
social good turns advantages in the
money market ineffective as prognosticat-
ed by Piketty and Paul Krugman. 

In the deflationary pressure induced
by the pandemic, what remains inexplic-
able is the hoarding of funds, which cre-
ates a suffocating liquidity trap in the mar-
ket. Piketty’s suggestion that India should
initiate a universal basic income scheme
could have balanced out this excess liquid-
ity in favour of increased demand had the
Government succeeded in kicking off the
economy at the level of pre-lockdown pro-
ductivity. 

Instead, the Government’s austere
move to curtail public expenditure due to
revenue shortfall is in sync with the exist-
ing recessionary trend in the economy. The
Chinese perception of this economic
recession is the salient factor that prompts
China to create a war-like situation with
India in the interest of augmenting its own
internal demands. 

(The writer is a Political Economy ana-
lyst and Philosopher based in Shillong)
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Though the economic fallout of
the pandemic is more vivid, its
impact has political dimensions,

too. Many short-term measures
imposed now may have a long-term
influence on both national and inter-
national governance and political ide-
ology. The political impact, in the
national context, seems to be arising
out of four factors: Nature of response
by countries; manner of response;
deepening of societal fault lines and
nature of the regimes vis-à-vis their
effectiveness in controlling the virus. 

It might impact the world order,
too, due to the shifting of the balance
of power and the ideological debate on

global cooperation vs isolationism
and liberalism vs authoritarianism.

Normally, the response to a dis-
aster is 3R: Rescue, Relief and
Rehabilitation. But in the case of the
Corona, a fourth R has crept in and this
is Regulation. The lockdown resulted
in complete disruption of all move-
ment, the economy and  personal lib-
erty. Across countries, not only the
framework of regulations but the
manner of imposition has a common
pattern. 

The executive, with or without the
consent of the legislature and other
stakeholders, gave itself absolute pow-
ers and responded by executive
decrees. The differential impact of sud-
den economic disruption on different
strata of society has exacerbated the
strain across the existing societal fault
lines of rich vs poor, urban vs rural,
region vs region, local vs migrants,
employer vs employees and so on. 

The crisis has also fuelled debate
on the effectiveness of authoritarian
regimes vis-à-vis democracies as major

democracies like the US, Germany and
Italy faltered in their effort while
authoritarian regimes of Singapore and
Vietnam controlled the virus well.
Now, let us see the likely impact. The
first political impact is the centralisa-
tion of power. The ruling elite in
Hungary, the Philippines, China, El
Salvador and Uganda have used the
crisis to accredit themselves with
emergency powers, moving them fur-
ther away from democracy. In India,
the invoking of the National Disaster
Management Act, too, resulted in
centralisation of powers in the nation-
al executive.

The second is the abridgment of
fundamental rights, expanded State
surveillance and banishing of protests.
In Hungary, Jordan, Chile, Thailand
and so on, punishments were pre-
scribed for spreading misinformation,
which opens the possibility of muz-
zling any voice of dissent. Invasive sur-
veillance systems in Israel, South
Korea and Singapore, unthinkable
earlier, are being hailed as effective

measures for slowing infections. 
Plus, the social strains caused by

economic disruption may change
political alignments and the landscape
of political debate by creating more
fractured societies. The spirit of fed-
eralism has also been impacted due to
excessive centralisation of power. 

Another impact of this outbreak
may be reduction in the influence of
the neo-liberal trend of decreasing role
of the State, considering the strong,
dominant and pivoting role played by
the State to counter the virus. Given
the experience of the current crisis, it
will be difficult to argue that the pri-
vate sector and philanthropy can be a
substitute for a competent State dur-
ing a national emergency.

While it may be argued that these
are emergency measures and were
needed to tackle an unprecedented sit-
uation with a firm hand, it cannot be
predicted with certainty that all these
measures will be done away with once
the crisis is over. More so because this
contagion is going to stay for some

time. The longer it prevails, the more
difficult it will be to dismantle emer-
gency powers. Forget about authori-
tarian or tending to be authoritarian
regimes, it may tempt even democra-
tically-elected governments to contin-
ue the emergency measures in the
same or modified form, to centralise
powers and strengthen their hold on
the polity, given the comfort it provides
to the ruling elite. The most danger-
ous possibility is posed by the use of
high-end technologies for surveil-
lance, which opens up many possibil-
ities for misuse during normal times,
too.

The current crisis has also brought
to the fore the debate over the future
of a new world order. There may be
two types of impacts on the world
order. First may be the shift in balance
of power and resultant shifting dom-
inance over international organisa-
tions. The second might be a boost to
the ideology of isolationism vis-à-vis
global cooperation and authoritarian-
ism vis-à-vis liberal democracy.

The global distribution of power
seems to be shifting away from the US
and Europe, which are faring badly in
containing the disaster as compared to
the East Asian countries which have
fared well. The slogan of “America
First” under the Trump presidency and
its unwillingness to take the position
of a global leader, before and during
the pandemic, has led to the beginning
of China’s dominance and aggression
in the new world order. Beijing was
already silently working towards dom-
ination in the economic order, global
trade balance and supply chains,
spreading hegemony over the ruling
elite of developing countries, in Africa
and Asia through debt-trap diploma-
cy and more recently in capturing the
United Nations institutions. The out-
break has only accelerated this process.

At the ideological level, the disrup-
tion of global supply chains, the lead-
ing role of State actors and centralis-
ing tendencies may lead to a domi-
nance of nationalist, isolationist and
illiberal ideologies on the internation-

al arena. Globally, at the national level,
we may see a rise in authoritarian, cen-
tralising tendencies and changing
political landscape on account of frac-
tured societies. At the international
level, in the absence of a change in US
policy and its hesitation in providing
a rallying point for liberal democracies,
it would be a free road for China to
advance its ideology, technology and
politico-economic dominance in the
emerging world order. 

Some scholars point to the lack of
goodwill of China as a counter argu-
ment to its rising influence but we
must remember that global politics is
not a popularity contest. Hard politi-
co-economic facts cannot be ignored.
Second, the failure to ensure global
cooperation in tackling the pandem-
ic may lead to rising nationalist and
isolationist tendencies and wear out the
effectiveness of international organi-
sations.

(The writer is a senior IAS officer
serving in Bihar. Views expressed here
are personal)

2�������������������(���#�������������������������
����� !�"#�#$"%�%$� &"$ �'%(� $)���*�%���!�+$���,��-�#$"%�'�.,&$�/$����0�#!���#'���,���)�'�#$"��#'���,�-�+$"���/$���)�(�,'#'/�,�')$�,�-�

�
+�8�8���7��;1.<

������������������ ������  !�"#"#

!!!5$"����� #���5& 4

+7���	9
��:;�9��


#$�"�&"#�%�
�� !�"� #�

&�������������
�����
���������������.������������
���
������������-������������������-������	����

�
���������������A"	���.�
��  �����



�����)������������������� ������  !�"#"#

Script Open High Low LTP
RELIANCE 1781.05 1792.8 1768.5 1787.5
BAJFINANCE 2980 2988.5 2920 2931.85
IBULHSGFIN 228 234.9 215 230.95
METROPOLIS 1366.2 1366.2 1348 1358.1
BHARTIARTL 560.75 582.95 560.75 581.1
AXISBANK 430 431.2 423.6 428.5
HDFCBANK 1090.7 1100 1069.8 1074.2
ITC 207.7 208.45 206 207.35
IDEA 10.07 10.24 9.84 10.03
MOTHERSUMI 100.7 100.7 94.3 98.1
TATAMOTORS 102.7 106.35 102.1 103.45
INDUSINDBK 498.05 500.35 484.6 487.25
HDFCLIFE 565 589.65 558.6 572.15
FRETAIL 149.2 149.2 135.25 136.55
SBIN 186.5 187.05 183.45 184.75
TATASTEEL 336 337 328.15 329.95
BAJAJFINSV 6224.95 6240 6130 6150.15
ICICIBANK 365 368.4 359.85 361
BEL 90.65 97.9 90.65 97.25
TCS 2160.05 2203.15 2160.05 2199
CHOLAFIN 199 204.75 194.4 196.7
BANDHANBNK 349.95 351.35 336.55 347.15
RBLBANK 180 181.3 170.85 173.5
HEROMOTOCO 2680 2748.9 2680 2737.75
BHEL 36.9 39 36.65 38.65
HDFC 1899.5 1916.9 1867.55 1885.85
TATAPOWER 50.7 51.15 49.5 49.95
HINDUNILVR 2161.3 2187 2157.8 2172.3
MARUTI 5948 5986.65 5888.05 5933.15
BDL 351 380.7 343.25 375.8
PHILIPCARB 101.6 113.2 101.6 108.45
M&MFIN 187 187.1 180.25 182.6
BHARATFORG 336.05 361 336.05 358.85
ONGC 82 83.25 81.6 82.4
ADANIPORTS 350 366.55 348.65 360.4
M&M 530 535.45 524.2 530.3
SUZLON 5.9 5.9 5.9 5.9
BATAINDIA 1290 1305.2 1282.95 1299.6
NESTLEIND 16925 16979 16650.65 16690.3
PETRONET 261.55 274.1 261.55 272.9
LT 945 955 942 944.5
ASIANPAINT 1689 1719.8 1689 1696.1
CADILAHC 379.8 380 362.8 366.25
PVR 1018 1036.45 1016.2 1032.5
BAJAJ-AUTO 2890 2958.75 2890 2934.3
JINDALSTEL 155.4 156.95 153 153.75
UJJIVAN 238.9 250 237.85 240.45
KOTAKBANK 1360.95 1368 1350.6 1353.5
INFY 756.6 763.85 752.55 762.6
SUNPHARMA* 475 479 472.25 476.9
COALINDIA 134.45 135.85 133.1 135.15
INDIGO 1003.2 1018 1001.05 1011.3
DIVISLAB 2200.2 2248 2183.7 2190.05
L&TFH 70 70.15 66.9 67.7
DMART 2310 2310.85 2276 2288.7
MUTHOOTFIN 1129 1150.8 1116.2 1146.3
TITAN 990 1008 986.55 1003.25
VEDL 106.25 107.65 103.75 106.45
EICHERMOT 18370 19200 18370 18982.3
SBICARD 659.2 677 654.5 674.8
ESCORTS 1044.8 1064.65 1041 1059.8
HDFCAMC 2533.75 2560 2501 2544.75
SIEMENS 1092 1154.2 1092 1148.5
CIPLA 652.65 652.65 635.65 638.85
GLENMARK 435 439.35 430.55 432.6
HINDALCO 148 149.15 144.65 146.35
HAL 811.25 865 805 851.65
JUSTDIAL 390.05 393 381.8 382.85
BEML 651.45 672 642 661.05
PEL 1392 1430.7 1389 1411.45
LICHSGFIN 281.75 283.8 271.9 274.45
SAIL 32.35 32.4 30.6 30.9
DRREDDY 3964 3965.7 3908.9 3920.95
TATACONSUM 395 402.2 392.95 396.35
HCLTECH 572 580.35 571 579
IOC 88.55 89.1 87.15 87.85
ICICIPRULI 426.5 443.1 426.5 433.4
MANAPPURAM 159.5 163.35 159.1 161.2
WIPRO 224 228.4 222.8 224.7
SBILIFE 816 846.65 816 844.05
STRTECH* 127.5 131 122.15 128.05
GAIL 104.3 105.75 103.1 104.85
ADANIENT 160 163.7 157.5 159.95
GODREJCP 697 719 695.45 717.55
ZEEL 177 177.15 171.4 172.3
TECHM 563 572.3 561.3 567
TVSMOTOR 388.8 397.8 385.05 395.3
CEATLTD 923.4 938.45 916.55 926.55
NTPC 93.7 95.4 92.75 94.35
DISHTV 8.99 8.99 8.15 8.6
POWERGRID 175.75 179.35 175.65 177.7
ASHOKLEY 49.55 49.85 48.45 49.15
BALKRISIND 1277.5 1318.8 1273.95 1313.3
IRCTC 1431.9 1432.15 1399 1404.85
ULTRACEMCO 3925 3960.95 3875.35 3886.2
BPCL 385.9 390.3 383.3 385
RELAXO 636 659.5 627.1 655.9
LUPIN 903 904.7 890.5 899.35
UPL 446 452.35 442.6 444.2
SRTRANSFIN 702 709.8 689.75 695.85
ITI 105.9 113.7 104.3 111.95
VOLTAS 567.65 570 552.35 558.95
MGL 1059 1079 1049.4 1071.15
APOLLOHOSP 1372 1401.15 1368.35 1379.8
JAICORPLTD 92 96.25 89.6 95.1
GRASIM 622.7 630.35 614 628.35
AMARAJABAT 690 702 686.45 690.15
PAGEIND 20350 20700 20325 20609

BRITANNIA 3577 3579.75 3515 3540.15
EQUITAS 55.6 55.6 52.9 53.5
JSWSTEEL 195 196.5 190.55 190.95
MINDTREE 941.95 964.7 935.85 945.6
BANKBARODA 51.8 51.9 50.6 50.75
CANBK 105.05 105.5 102.35 103
DABUR 468.35 470.5 464.6 467.15
DLF 154.35 154.5 149.6 151.35
INFRATEL 220.2 228.6 220.2 226.5
IGL 450 453.25 444.5 447.4
MCX 1284.8 1306.3 1271.6 1287.2
ACC 1332.5 1337.1 1306.4 1314.65
FEDERALBNK 54 54 52.55 53
HINDPETRO 215.35 217.75 213.05 215.9
TATAELXSI 920 920 908 910.7
SPICEJET 50.05 51.15 49.5 50.2
APOLLOTYRE 112 114.8 111.75 114.35
BERGEPAINT 496.7 506.8 496 503.45
STAR 418.5 425 410.2 413.15
BIOCON 392 397.95 390.6 395.55
JBCHEPHARM 740 742 701.45 718.05
SCI 62.9 62.9 59.55 60.05
AUROPHARMA 780 790.3 776 778.3
RAJESHEXPO 473.65 487 469 483.5
MIDHANI 216.25 218.5 211.65 213.25
PIDILITIND 1405.2 1405.2 1381.2 1389.8
SOUTHBANK 8.49 8.49 7.99 8.13
SYNGENE 411 443 407.9 437.2
IRB 96 100.5 94.7 98.95
NATIONALUM 33.05 33.45 32.25 32.45
IDFC 19.45 19.45 18.8 19.1
COCHINSHIP 304 313.8 302.1 308.55
INDIACEM 126.8 127.7 124.5 125.25
DEEPAKNI 485.25 486.5 475 478.85
IDFCFIRSTB 27.15 27.15 26.55 26.8
BANKINDIA 50.9 52.7 49.2 50.7
NOCIL 90 91.5 88.6 89.6
EXIDEIND 154 155.8 152.5 153.35
PNB 36.3 36.5 35.8 35.95
HEG 849.5 878.45 848.5 855.55
MFSL 539 561.75 535.65 555.15
SUNTV 403 407.45 397.75 399.75
GUJGAS 322.1 327 318.2 321.85
POLYCAB 845 861.6 842.6 844.65
BOSCHLTD 11800 12060.8 11655 11774.75
ABCAPITAL 67.1 68 65.15 65.55
IBREALEST 56.45 56.45 53 56.45
RITES 265 270 260.8 262.5
RAYMOND 279.8 280.15 268.85 270.1
PFC 85.5 86 83.9 84.25
AMBUJACEM 193.9 196.15 192.1 195.85
CENTURYTEX 299.35 311.8 298.1 305.8
ICICIGI 1297.2 1300 1275 1282.5
JINDALSAW 58.95 61.5 58.5 60.75
NCC 30.9 31.1 30.3 30.45
SRF 3668.7 3683.65 3630 3643.9
GRANULES 209.6 214 207.65 209.1
GODREJPROP 850 898.65 850 893.25
LTI 1975 1997.95 1957.5 1977.3
GMRINFRA 21.45 21.7 20.8 21.45
EDELWEISS 61.8 62.55 59.55 60.5
ADANIGAS 166 166.6 160.2 161.2
ENGINERSIN 75.7 77.75 74.5 74.95
NIITTECH 1425.8 1443.5 1414.05 1420.55
TORNTPHARM 2355 2399.95 2355 2394.7
HAVELLS 583.6 588.4 578.25 579.8
QUESS 362 364 345.4 346.75
INDIAMART 2090 2179.1 2089.25 2098.1
MARICO 356.5 359.95 354.55 358.6
TATACHEM 312.4 313.05 307.1 308.65
EMAMILTD* 224.95 231.9 224.3 229.8
RAMCOCEM 650 654 639.35 641
KALPATPOWR* 223.75 237.5 220.15 234.15
TORNTPOWER 325.8 331.55 324.35 328.5
FORTIS 129.85 131.3 126.1 126.8
RVNL 20.85 20.9 19.8 19.9
RECLTD 109 110.1 107.5 108.3
TATAMTRDVR 41.05 42.6 41.05 41.45
WOCKPHARMA 276.8 277.85 273 275.45
RAIN 80.2 83.55 80.2 80.95
ABFRL 123 123.75 119.85 120.55
BOMDYEING 73.6 74.15 72 72.55
JUBLFOOD 1734.4 1753.55 1730 1737.3
CANFINHOME 361.5 361.5 349.55 353.25
ALKYLAMINE 2199 2270 2135.25 2241.9
AVANTI 500 502.55 490.1 491.65
LALPATHLAB 1587 1625 1572.6 1618.7
NAM-INDIA 319.95 319.95 312.1 313.65
COLPAL 1380 1395.3 1377.9 1382.2
JUBILANT 680 687.5 658 682.85
ABB 965.65 985.95 939.4 980.45

OIL 95.5 97.65 95 97.3
MRF 66200 66500 65855 66117.45
HUDCO 33.55 34.85 32.8 34
HAWKINCOOK 4207.05 4275 4180.35 4241.15
JKLAKSHMI 261.35 279 257.85 276.3
PIIND 1574.95 1605 1571.6 1576.3
UBL 1063.8 1066.5 1031.7 1037.05
MINDAIND 278 289 270.5 285.75
HFCL 16 16.25 15.25 15.35
IFCI 8.19 8.64 7.64 7.72
ADANIPOWER 35.85 36.1 35.75 35.9
MEGH 52.85 54.5 52.3 53.1
PFIZER 4191.4 4210 4117.1 4123.8
SUMICHEM 272.95 280 272.1 277.8
ZYDUSWELL 1338 1360.65 1316 1327.8
JYOTHYLAB 119.65 124.9 119.65 122
KRBL 268 268.55 260 263.35
SKFINDIA 1670 1715 1670 1700.7
WELSPUNIND 35.5 36.3 35.5 35.65
LAURUSLABS 533.9 533.9 522 530.4
CASTROLIND 124.75 125.7 120.6 121.3
SWSOLAR 213 226 210.1 222.65
INDHOTEL 79.85 80.75 79.2 80.25
CUMMINSIND 398.15 412.4 398 410.7
CENTURYPLY 119.95 127.2 118.15 125
DEEPAKFERT 112.35 116.25 112.2 112.65
GODFRYPHLP 992.5 998 975.2 982.35
NBCC 25 25.2 24.3 24.4
SHREECEM 23199.95 23199.95 22766.75 22886.3
CONCOR 425.5 431.85 423.05 429.8
ISEC 493.15 496.3 486.95 491.6
IOB 11.55 11.66 11.05 11.13
TATACOFFEE 82.7 85.3 82.1 84.25
J&KBANK 18.05 18.5 17.1 17.35
TV18BRDCST 35.6 35.6 34.1 35.05
CGCL 172.7 179.7 170.8 175.35
RALLIS 275 277 270.65 272.95
CYIENT 274.25 279 264.3 266.95
IPCALAB 1662.85 1688.5 1650 1662.7
BAJAJHLDNG 2599.45 2610.7 2538 2549.25
TRIDENT 6.81 6.95 6.81 6.87
VIPIND 263 263 257.7 258.75
TRENT 617.8 624.9 610 619.4
JSWENERGY 50.4 50.7 48.65 49
JAMNAAUTO 32.5 33.45 31.4 33.05
WHIRLPOOL 2149.95 2170.85 2108.6 2159.8
NATCOPHARM 644.25 670 634.25 663.05
VINATIORGA 980 1004.4 966 993.8
AKZOINDIA 1850 1850 1783.95 1797.8
RADICO 373 374.55 366.65 369.3
GRSE 221 223 204 219.7
GALAXYSURF 1551 1614.45 1551 1600.25
SANOFI 7850.1 7874.8 7785 7797.6
NMDC 81.75 82.9 81.5 82.55
CUB 125 125.1 122.8 123.55
ASTRAZEN 3550 3568.6 3488 3511.95
MPHASIS 874.55 890 868 887.55
APLLTD 905 905 892.4 896.95
NAVINFLUOR 1718 1718 1661.05 1679.15
BAYERCROP 6245 6342 6044.75 6076.35
DIXON 5989 6000 5855.2 5977.7
FORCEMOT 974 992.75 950 965.15
AJANTPHARM 1430 1434 1408 1411.2
RCF 47 47.3 46.2 46.4
LEMONTREE 24.15 24.15 23.4 23.65
AARTIIND 928 957 924.3 925.5
DCBBANK 80.1 81.8 79.5 79.95
SPARC 160 161.05 157 157.7
BALRAMCHIN 131.85 132.4 129.5 131.5
GILLETTE 5200 5280 5127.4 5145.7
VBL 683.6 703 683.6 697.8
ABBOTINDIA 16000 16000 15603.4 15661.6
ADANITRANS 270 270 260 261.3
INFIBEAM 67 68.35 63.95 64.6
BALMLAWRIE 111.6 117.85 111.6 113.8
UCOBANK 14.7 14.9 14.38 14.42
BASF 1245 1260.85 1224.55 1239.85
THERMAX 756.05 780 751.4 766
TATACOMM 606.7 629.2 601 623.4
AUBANK 588 588 555.05 566.7
DALBHARAT* 699.55 735 693.65 712.7
GICRE 152.35 156.25 150 153.7
SUNTECK 182 182.7 175.65 181.45
WELCORP 81.45 82.55 79.2 79.5
SONATSOFTW 237.15 242.35 236.45 238.05
HEIDELBERG 180 182.4 179.3 180.35
LTTS 1251.5 1308 1251.5 1294.6
GRAPHITE 189 194.4 188.45 189.5
GNFC 155 155.9 153.3 154.35
HINDZINC 197 197.5 194.85 195.15
HEXAWARE 339.9 339.9 332 333.8
GLAXO 1470 1485 1462.9 1466.5
AFFLE 1480 1523.9 1480 1523.9
PRESTIGE 208 208 201.3 204.95
PNBHOUSING 215.05 215.1 208.35 210.05
JKTYRE 64.55 65.75 64 64.3
IFBIND 420 423.3 413.5 415.15
IRCON 94.3 94.3 91.1 91.65
AMBER 1454.9 1485 1429.7 1482.3
KAJARIACER 395 405.8 391 400.9
NAUKRI 2792 2825.05 2764.05 2767.4
DHANUKA 747 747 720 733.95
VENKYS 1102.45 1119.75 1099.15 1102.85
NHPC 20.35 20.75 20.35 20.65
MOIL 151.2 152.25 148.5 149.95
KTKBANK 43 43 42.05 42.15
COROMANDEL 756.5 762.4 745 749.35
FDC 268.25 273 262.8 266
KEC 273 282.5 271.25 276.3

PTC 49.05 49.45 49.05 49.15
MINDACORP 74.1 74.1 70.55 70.8
JMFINANCIL 74.3 74.85 72.55 73.15
CHAMBLFERT 146.5 148.55 145.35 146.7
NLCINDIA 45.5 47.25 45.4 46
EIDPARRY 265.6 272.25 263.2 263.8
ORIENTELEC 192 201.7 191.5 192.5
FCONSUMER 14.6 14.6 14.6 14.6
INDIANB 65.4 66.35 64.1 64.55
BIRLACORPN 608 616.5 597.5 610.2
CHENNPETRO 81 82.05 79.85 80.15
HINDCOPPER 33.1 34.05 32.75 33.1
UNIONBANK 32.4 32.85 32 32.05
DCAL* 125.1 130.9 125.1 126.85
TIMETECHNO 37.7 40.65 36.9 39.45
ARVINDFASN 158 165.65 157.15 164.8
JKPAPER* 100.25 101.8 99.15 99.9
HSCL 48.05 49.6 48 48.5
BLISSGVS 98.55 98.7 96.55 97.5
BBTC 1030.1 1042.5 1015.9 1028.7
DBCORP 74.8 78.7 74.8 77.05
AEGISLOG 174.5 176 171.95 173.3
TIINDIA 448.7 448.7 432.55 442.25
CAPPL 341 347.45 335.75 339.55
GODREJIND 407.95 407.95 391.6 393.95
MRPL 38 38.45 36.5 36.8
MMTC 17.85 18 17.2 17.3
PNCINFRA 157.4 157.4 151.1 156.45
NIACL 121.05 121.9 118.8 119.1
TIMKEN 1018 1023.65 985 992.65
SUPRAJIT 150 156 147.5 152.45
DBL 290 290 280.5 281
DELTACORP* 92.8 92.8 85.65 90.55
APLAPOLLO 1774.2 1819.85 1752.05 1786.1
VARROC 184.25 187.9 182.15 183.65
GSPL 225.25 225.25 219.4 221.25
3MINDIA 18724.5 18850 18335.05 18449.55
BAJAJELEC 393.15 399.1 383.4 384.25
CROMPTON 241.45 243 235.8 236.2
SHK 68.2 69.5 66.4 67.65
ASHOKA 62.75 63 61.8 62.25
LUXIND 1154.5 1160 1115.6 1147.8
MAHABANK 11.12 11.25 10.9 10.93
IEX 185 189.85 183.9 187.85
BSOFT 91 91.1 89.5 89.75
TATAINVEST 752.25 770 752.25 761.4

IDBI 50.6 50.6 50.6 50.6
GREAVESCOT 86.5 87.5 85.6 86.05
BLUESTARCO 502.65 514.65 497 500.1
ADANIGREEN 375.65 375.65 375.65 375.65
PCJEWELLER 17.75 17.75 16.6 16.7
STARCEMENT 89 91.35 86.9 90.35
KEI 355.6 360.5 354 357.1
ASTRAL 989.55 993.4 969.8 981
TNPL 109.1 111.8 108.4 109
WESTLIFE 312.4 324.6 310.2 322.3
BAJAJCON 150.9 150.9 144.55 145.05
CENTRALBK 17.95 17.95 17.35 17.65
SWANENERGY 140.8 144.2 139.35 140.25
REPCOHOME 126.05 126.8 122 123.25
GMM 4229.85 4256 4210 4229.2
GODREJAGRO 438 438 431.75 433.35
CESC 635.6 640.8 625.8 629.1
PGHL 4086.95 4090.2 4045.75 4065.3
GARFIBRES 1425 1467.3 1404 1427.15
ALKEM 2360 2364.05 2345 2352.3
INOXLEISUR 233.75 239.8 230.5 233.25
HATHWAY 33.2 33.2 31.6 31.95
FSL 36.85 37.45 36.6 36.8
ATUL 4520 4560.95 4520 4541.35
SUDARSCHEM 391.25 391.25 383.7 387.4
WABAG 113 115.95 108 109.6
SCHNEIDER 81.6 83.8 81.4 82.7
PARAGMILK 97.85 97.85 95.4 95.75
SOBHA 221 226.65 221 222.85
SHRIRAMCIT 686.4 690.6 673.4 677.4
OFSS 2878.05 2900 2835 2865.25
PGHH 10270 10371.6 10225.05 10351.35
NBVENTURES 53.95 55.2 52.25 53.4
DCMSHRIRAM 317.4 319.85 314.55 316.1
GSFC 54.5 55.05 54.1 54.35
HONAUT 29660.6 29660.6 29366.3 29403.2
GMDCLTD 41.05 41.25 40.3 40.5
WABCOINDIA 6868 6890 6868 6884

FINOLEXIND 500.7 504.3 490.8 495.15
IIFL 77.5 77.5 74 74.15
KNRCON 216.5 217 210.55 211.3
KANSAINER 458 460.9 445.6 450.85
JAGRAN 42 42 40.6 40.75
ORIENTCEM 71.05 72.5 70 70.1
ALLCARGO 80.1 85.35 80.1 84.8
GHCL 142.45 145.1 140.1 144.6
NH 269 277 265 275.15
NESCO 438 442 428.9 431.65
ENDURANCE 857.1 879.6 857.1 876.6
PERSISTENT 649.9 649.9 627.05 641.25
CRISIL 1691.9 1739.95 1690 1702.6
OBEROIRLTY 360.05 364.45 358.05 359.65
EIHOTEL 67 67 65.1 65.2
SHANKARA 370 378.55 360 365.25
UFLEX 214.05 214.05 210.15 212
UJJIVANSFB 30.6 30.7 30.15 30.25
CCL 238.45 242 234.9 239.9
MAHLOG 278.5 282.25 278.45 280.4
VGUARD 173.95 173.95 168.1 169.95
TATAMETALI 490.6 503.6 489.3 491.9
LINDEINDIA 631.1 642 616.3 622.55
JCHAC 2260 2275 2230 2255.55
TASTYBIT 13090.95 13156.85 12995 13057.2
JSL 41.4 41.45 39.7 40.3
GESHIP 214.5 214.5 209.75 212.7
ECLERX 469.55 484 463.85 476.3
TEAMLEASE 1687 1758.4 1683.55 1708.8
SUPREMEIND 1130.5 1152 1128.5 1134.7
VRLLOG 164 164 158 160.65
SJVN 21.95 22.15 21.75 22
SIS 380 396.1 380 383.65
GUJALKALI 329.95 335.55 328 330.85
VMART 1760.7 1830 1760.7 1811.9
MOTILALOFS* 601.8 608.1 593 600.1
VTL 666.6 671.5 664.05 668.55
SHOPERSTOP 168.05 169.8 167 168
FINCABLES 292 296.95 291.15 292.95
AAVAS 1320 1364.55 1317.85 1335.4
CERA 2130.3 2201.65 2130.3 2192.1
PHOENIXLTD 554 565.05 554 563.5
PRSMJOHNSN 46.1 46.25 43.6 44.1
ORIENTREF 176.55 177.8 169.4 170.3
LAXMIMACH 2831.95 2859.95 2828.9 2841.4
MAHINDCIE 117.9 118.25 113.8 116.8
JKCEMENT 1404.5 1424 1391.65 1412.95
INDOSTAR 275.55 276.6 267.05 271
FINEORG 1881.6 1894.45 1865 1884.65
TAKE 49.3 49.8 48.4 48.5
CARERATING 412.55 415.9 410 411.55
AIAENG 1649.35 1650 1600 1603.9
VSTIND 3160 3190.1 3140.1 3172.15
ESABINDIA 1410.45 1454 1390 1433.15
CREDITACC 535 543.9 526.15 535
SOLARINDS 1000 1021.3 1000 1003.4
HIMATSEIDE 64.95 65.9 63.6 63.9
ADVENZYMES 173.75 174.4 170.65 171
KPITTECH 61 61.7 60.4 60.6
REDINGTON 90.05 90.2 88.75 89.05
KSB 469.55 477.2 469 470.5
JTEKTINDIA 67.3 68.75 67.05 68
GEPIL 462 468.5 461 468
GET&D 80.75 80.75 78.2 80.75
GPPL 79 79.1 77.55 77.85
CARBORUNIV 250 273.85 250 269
ZENSARTECH 129.7 130 127 129
THYROCARE 511.55 516.45 509.35 510.95
INTELLECT 109 110 104.65 107.15
MAHSEAMLES 223 225 220 224.55
SUNDRMFAST 382.45 394.5 379.05 390.65
SYMPHONY 924.5 924.5 897.15 900.5
MAHSCOOTER 2534.95 2550.7 2511 2542.85
SOMANYCERA 121 125.8 121 124.75
VAIBHAVGBL 1279 1287.55 1270 1286.6
ERIS 449.05 454.5 446.65 447.05
TCNSBRANDS 356.6 363.15 346 348.4
BRIGADE 132.1 133.35 129.6 131.9
ESSELPRO 182.7 189 181.85 182.1
BLUEDART 2000 2027.6 2000 2009.6
GRINDWELL 485 498.9 485 487.6
MHRIL 177.7 181.4 177.1 178.95
CSBBANK 186.75 186.95 183.15 183.9
JSLHISAR 71.5 71.9 68.65 69
INDOCO 209.85 209.9 203.3 205.85
ITDC 212.55 214.95 208.55 209.15
NAVNETEDUL 79.5 80.15 79.2 79.35
TVTODAY 192.1 192.1 188.1 188.95
NILKAMAL 1150 1150 1125.1 1135.3
CHOLAHLDNG 310 310 298.9 300.75
ASTERDM 123 123 120.95 121.35
TVSSRICHAK 1436.05 1437 1421 1427.8
TTKPRESTIG 5541.95 5542 5479.4 5495.5
SFL 1459.95 1460 1446.25 1448.45
SCHAEFFLER 3516.1 3680 3516.1 3658.25
SPANDANA 574.9 574.9 549.4 549.4
GDL 86.8 87.55 86.3 87.4
POWERINDIA 846.95 846.95 840.1 844.3
MAHLIFE 212.05 213.8 208 213
HERITGFOOD 257.05 266.2 257.05 263
GULFOILLUB 580 590.45 580 581.7
TCIEXP 666.45 668 656.1 660.25
FLUOROCHEM 357.25 357.25 351.8 356.45
OMAXE 103 103 103 103
LAOPALA 188.3 193 186.3 191.65
MASFIN 625.35 637.45 615.4 636.2
RATNAMANI 1050 1069 1039.25 1062.3
IIFLWAM 1000.65 1000.65 980 982
KPRMILL 489.65 495.1 489.1 490

����� ��

SCRIP OPEN HIgh LOW LTP CHANGE
NIFTY 50 10,614.95 10,631.30 10,562.65 10,607.35 55.65
EICHERMOT 18,353.60 19,249.00 18,353.60 19,121.00 767.4
ADANIPORTS 350.2 366.8 348.65 361.1 14.3
BHARTIARTL 561.8 583.45 560.6 581.25 22.8
HEROMOTOCO 2,680.00 2,750.00 2,677.60 2,742.00 70.6
NTPC 93.6 95.35 92.75 95.25 1.85
GRASIM 623.8 630 613.5 629.9 11.95
BAJAJ-AUTO 2,899.00 2,960.00 2,887.60 2,935.05 55.7
INFRATEL 222.35 228.5 221.15 226.5 4.15
TATAMOTORS 102.85 106.35 102.1 103.4 1.85
TCS 2,163.65 2,205.00 2,160.25 2,195.00 37.85
TITAN 992 1,008.00 986.3 1,003.00 16.6
HCLTECH 572 580.55 570.6 578.45 9.25
RELIANCE 1,779.80 1,793.00 1,768.00 1,788.00 27.65
AXISBANK 430 431.6 423.65 429 5.8
GAIL 104.5 105.8 103 104.8 1.3
COALINDIA 134.4 135.9 133.05 135 1.4
POWERGRID 176 179.4 175.1 176.9 1.8
HINDUNILVR 2,165.50 2,188.00 2,156.35 2,172.30 20.55
TECHM 565.9 572.25 561.05 565.35 4.5
INFY 755 764 752.5 762.15 5.55
SUNPHARMA 477 479.35 472 476 3
ASIANPAINT 1,695.40 1,720.00 1,690.00 1,696.65 10.2
ONGC 82.45 83.35 81.6 82.3 0.45
UPL 445.2 452.95 442.4 444.75 2.3
ITC 208 208.5 206 206.85 1
M&M 531.4 535.5 524.2 532.3 2.6
BPCL 387 390.55 383.3 384.45 0.95
BRITANNIA 3,549.50 3,579.95 3,515.00 3,542.50 7.4
WIPRO 224.2 228.5 222.65 224.5 0.3
SHREECEM 22,985.00 22,987.55 22,737.55 22,782.90 20.05
LT 948 955.4 941.6 942 0.7
KOTAKBANK 1,359.90 1,368.70 1,350.05 1,352.00 0
DRREDDY 3,940.00 3,967.95 3,910.00 3,919.80 -0.75
ULTRACEMCO 3,926.00 3,960.00 3,875.00 3,908.00 -6.95
VEDL 106 107.75 103.65 106.1 -0.3
HDFC 1,905.55 1,908.00 1,867.30 1,883.00 -6.45
SBIN 186.65 186.85 183.4 184.65 -0.8
MARUTI 5,948.45 5,988.60 5,883.05 5,916.00 -32.45
ICICIBANK 364.65 367.15 359.8 360.8 -2.05
BAJAJFINSV 6,220.00 6,238.30 6,128.00 6,153.60 -35.2
NESTLEIND 16,813.80 16,990.00 16,650.00 16,694.00 -95.35
IOC 88.4 89.1 87.2 87.8 -0.55
HINDALCO 148.6 149.45 144.55 146.15 -1.6
BAJFINANCE 2,980.00 2,989.45 2,921.00 2,932.00 -32.25
CIPLA 652.95 652.95 635.5 638.5 -7.7
HDFCBANK 1,093.00 1,095.80 1,070.00 1,075.50 -13.9
ZEEL 176.6 177.35 171.3 172.05 -2.35
INDUSINDBK 499.85 500 484.35 487.5 -7.3
TATASTEEL 337 337 327.35 329 -5.9
JSWSTEEL 195.7 196.5 190.5 191 -3.45

SE 500B
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SCRIP OPEN HIgh LOW LTP CHANGE
NIFTY NEXT 50 26,109.10 26,177.10 26,053.90 26,146.25 198.75
HDFCLIFE 564.95 589.6 558 575.75 27.8
SIEMENS 1,102.00 1,153.70 1,096.40 1,147.50 52.95
PETRONET 262.9 274.2 262.3 272.4 11.1
SBILIFE 821 846 819.35 842.05 28
MUTHOOTFIN 1,123.95 1,151.45 1,115.30 1,143.90 34.95
GODREJCP 701 718.9 695.15 716.7 19.8
BERGEPAINT 495.8 507 494.7 504 10.6
TORNTPHARM 2,370.00 2,400.65 2,353.25 2,398.00 47.05
ICICIPRULI 429 443.55 427 433.7 8.3
PAGEIND 20,301.00 20,719.50 20,301.00 20,651.50 388.4
CONCOR 424.35 431.9 423.1 430.4 7.95
NHPC 20.45 20.75 20.35 20.65 0.35
PGHH 10,343.95 10,376.70 10,185.60 10,367.00 129
BIOCON 392 397.9 390.3 396.9 4.95
PEL 1,403.00 1,431.30 1,388.10 1,405.65 15.6
AMBUJACEM 194.6 196.25 192.05 195.8 2.1
HDFCAMC 2,528.00 2,561.00 2,500.00 2,542.55 26.1
IGL 448.6 453.25 444 448.9 4.3
NMDC 82.15 83 81.35 82.5 0.75
INDIGO 1,011.85 1,018.00 1,001.25 1,010.00 8.15
COLPAL 1,380.00 1,396.00 1,377.00 1,384.00 8.05
CADILAHC 380 380 362.5 364.9 1.75
GICRE 152.75 156.45 150.5 153.2 0.7
LUPIN 898.8 904.2 890 899.05 4.05
DABUR 467.1 470.75 464.7 467 1.95
HINDPETRO 217.5 217.8 213 215.7 0.55
BANDHANBNK 347 351.75 336.5 346.8 0.55
DMART 2,305.00 2,309.95 2,276.05 2,295.00 -0.5
PIDILITIND 1,400.00 1,404.00 1,381.60 1,387.50 -1.05
HAVELLS 584 588.95 578.1 580.3 -0.75
AUROPHARMA 784.05 790.3 775.7 778.05 -1.8
MARICO 355.1 359.85 354.3 356.7 -0.95
OFSS 2,866.40 2,915.00 2,828.00 2,856.60 -9.15
DIVISLAB 2,206.00 2,248.50 2,181.10 2,188.00 -8.65
HINDZINC 196.8 197.5 195 195.5 -0.95
SRTRANSFIN 704.7 708 689.05 694.35 -3.6
ABBOTINDIA 15,790.00 15,884.00 15,593.00 15,694.00 -104.7
NAUKRI 2,817.35 2,828.95 2,761.40 2,770.00 -19.5
PFC 85.7 85.85 83.85 84.2 -0.8
DLF 154 154.75 149.5 151.35 -1.5
ICICIGI 1,290.60 1,300.00 1,275.20 1,276.10 -13
MCDOWELL-N 595.5 599.9 587 588.45 -6.2
ACC 1,330.00 1,337.55 1,306.00 1,315.00 -13.85
PNB 36.5 36.55 35.8 35.85 -0.4
UBL 1,060.00 1,066.85 1,031.00 1,039.00 -16.7
BOSCHLTD 11,901.00 12,073.35 11,649.00 11,725.00 -189.7
BAJAJHLDNG 2,592.95 2,617.95 2,536.00 2,545.00 -41.35
ADANITRANS 268 268.45 259 261 -4.55
BANKBARODA 51.6 51.85 50.55 50.6 -0.9
MOTHERSUMI 99.4 100.6 94.2 97.75 -5.9
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Tata Steel has finally agreed
to the demands of workers

at its IJmuiden unit in the
Netherlands, saying no
employee will lose his job,
according to labour union FNV
Metaal. In a statement
issued on Friday, the Dutch
workers’ union said it has
reached an agreement with the
management of Tata Steel in
the Netherlands.

Tata Steel also confirmed
reaching an agreement with the
union. 

In a statement, the com-
pany said it has reached an
agreement with its Dutch
unions to resolve the differ-
ences which resulted in the
strike action in IJmuiden.

As per the negotiations,
which finished last late night,
the company said in the

Netherlands there will be no
compulsory redundancies from
the company’s transformation
programme. Roel
Berghuis, director of FNV
Metaal, said: After 25 days of
strike, the management of Tata
Steel finally listens to the wish-
es of the employees.

Hard agreements have
been made to maintain
employment. No employee will
be fired in IJmuiden during the
upcoming reorganisation from
Tata Steel Europe. In
addition, the employment pact,
which contains agreements on
job retention, has been extend-
ed by five years until October
1, 2026, he said in the state-
ment. “The pact also
contains agreements about
working less for older employ-
ees. The current generation
pact has therefore been extend-
ed by two years until December

31, 2024. 
This pact includes the pos-

sibility of working 50 per cent
after the age of 60, while retain-
ing 100 per cent pension accru-
al and 77 to 90 per cent of
wages, depending on the
amount of the current salary, “
the union said. 

Federatie Nederlandse
Vakverenigingen (FNV) said is
very satisfied with the agree-
ment and it will now present it
to its members as soon as pos-
sible. 

Berghuis said, “This
agreement counterbalances the
risks we saw coming from Tata
Steel Europe. It shows that
striking pays off. I am very
proud of everyone 

who helped to achieve this
result.” The Dutch operations of
the company were facing con-
tinuous protests and demon-
strations since June 10. 
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The Government is likely to
enhance the liquidity pack-

age for distribution utilities to
�1.25 lakh crore from �90,000
crore announced in May,
according to a source.

The liquidity package
announced by Finance
Minister Nirmala Sitharaman
as part of more than �20 lakh
crore stimulus for COVID-
19-hit economy, would be
extended for payment of out-
standing dues by two months
till May 2020.

Initially the package was
for granting loans by Power
Finance Corporation and REC
Ltd to discoms for payment of
their dues till March 2020. 

“Ministry of Power has
firmed up a proposal to hike
the �90,000 crore liquidity
package for discoms to �1.25
lakh crore,” a source privy to

the development said. 
Earlier in the day, Power

Minister RK Singh in a virtu-
al conference with state ener-
gy ministers said that the peri-
od of outstanding dues would
be extended till May 2020 as
against March 2020 under the
liquidity package. 

He said that the states
have requested for a hike in the
liquidity package and extension
of period outstanding dues by
few more months due to the
impact of COVID-19 induced
lockdown.He also told that
states have asked for �93,000
crore loans under the package
and �20,000 crore has been
sanctioned so far. 

At the time of announcing
the package in May,
Sitharaman had told that state
discoms dues were �94,000
crore. Bearing the brunt of
lockdown, the discoms out-
standing has swollen further.
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Chinese tech giant unicorn
ByteDance Ltd. Is antici-

pating a loss of over $6 billion
after three of its apps, includ-
ing the hugely popular video
app TikTok, were banned by
India this week, a media report
here said. Besides Tiktok, India
banned on Monday 58 other
apps with Chinese links,
including the popular UC
Browser, for engaging in activ-
ities “prejudicial to sovereign-
ty and integrity of India,
defence of India, security of
state and public order”. The ban
came in the wake of the ongo-
ing stand-off along the Line of
Actual control in eastern
Ladakh with Chinese
troops.The $6 billion amount
is most likely more than the
combined losses for all the
other Chinese apps banned by
India, China’s
Caixinglobal.Com reported,

quoting sources close to the
company’s senior management.

ByteDance became one of
China’s latest homegrown tech-
nology companies to run into
growing resistance from for-
eign governments wary of the
perceived ties to the Chinese
government and concerns
about protecting user data, it
said.Describing India’s ban of
59 China-developed apps as
unprecedented, the report said
it is a huge blow to the global
expansion of TikTok, which is
touted as the most popular
Chinese app overseas. India is
its largest market in terms of
users outside China, where the
service is called Douyin.

The ByteDance apps
banned were its short video
platforms TikTok and Vigo
Video, as well as its social net-
working app Helo. Tencent’s
messaging platform WeChat
and five of its other apps were
also banned. Other big tech

China firms, including Alibaba
Group Holding Ltd. And Baidu
Inc., also had their products
banned.

All the 59 apps have now
been removed from Apple Inc.
And Google LLC’s app stores
for the Indian market.

TikTok was downloaded
in India 611 million times in
this year’s first quarter, equat-
ing to 30.3% of its total down-
loads worldwide in the quarter
and nearly double the total
number of India downloads for
all of 2019, the report quoted
another publication,
SensorTower, as saying.

The consequences of
India’s latest decision could be
more long-lasting, analysts told
Caixin.

Responding to the Indian
government’s move, TikTok
said it would fully comply with
the decision. ByteDance
employs over 2,000 full-time
local staff in India.
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Equity indices advanced for
the third straight day to

close near four-month highs
on Friday,  propel led by
Reliance Industries which
announced another stake sale

in its digital unit.    
Buoyancy in global mar-

kets and a strengthening
rupee further propped up
sentiment, traders said. 
Investors also cheered regu-
latory approval for human
trials of another potential

COVID-19 vaccine.
After touching a high of
36,110.21, the 30-share BSE
Sensex settled 177.72 points,
or 0.50 per cent, higher at
36,021.42.

The NSE Nifty rose 55.65
points, or 0.53 per cent, to

end at 10,607.35. This is the
highest closing for both the
benchmarks since March 6.
During the week, the Sensex
advanced 850.15 points or
2.41 per cent, while Nifty
gained 224.35 points or 2.16
per cent. Bharti Airtel was the

top gainer in the Sensex pack
on Friday, rallying 4.05 per
cent, followed by Bajaj Auto,
TCS, Titan and HCL Tech. 

Index heavyweight
Reliance Industries spurted
1.53 per cent after the com-
pany said Intel Capital will

buy 0.39 per cent stake in Jio
Platforms for �1,894.50 crore.

Intel Capital is 12th com-
pany to join the list of mar-
quee firms who have picked
up stake in Jio Platforms,
taking the total investment
amount to �1,17,588.45 crore.

On the other hand,
IndusInd Bank, Tata Steel,
HDFC Bank and Bajaj
Finance were among the lag-
gards, shedding up to 1.50 per
cent.  Zydus, part of the
Cadila Healthcare group, on

Friday said its indigenously
developed COVID-19 vac-
cine candidate - ZyCoV-D -
has successfully completed
pre-clinical phase and has
received permission from
Indian authorities to conduct
human trials. 
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Johannesburg: South Africa on
Friday confirmed another
record high number of daily
virus cases with 8,728 as anx-
iety grows in Johannesburg, the
country's latest hot spot.

The city has more than
22,000 cases and Gauteng
province, which also includes
the capital, Pretoria, now has
nearly 30 per cent of the coun-
try's cases.

South Africa has Africa's
most confirmed cases with
more than 168,000. AP

Paris: The Paris appeals court
on Friday upheld a decision to
end a years-long investigation
into the plane crash that sparked
Rwanda's 1994 genocide, citing
lack of sufficient evidence.

The probe has damaged
France-Rwanda relations for
years, because it targeted sev-
eral people close to current
Rwandan President Paul
Kagame. His supporters
denounce the investigation as
an attempt to exonerate
France's suspected role in the
genocide.  AP

Manila: The Philippine foreign
secretary warned China on
Friday of “the severest
response” if ongoing Chinese
military exercises in the dis-
puted South China Sea spill
over to Philippine territory.

Foreign Secretary Teodoro
Locsin Jr said China's People's
Liberation Army has been stag-
ing exercises off the Paracel
Islands since July 1 and Chinese
maritime officials have pro-
hibited all vessels from navi-
gating within the area of the
maneuvers.

After checking the coordi-
nates of the no-entry zone,
where the Chinese military
maneuvers are being staged,
Locsin said the waters off the
Paracels, which are also claimed
by Vietnam, “do not impinge on
Philippine territory” although
he raised some concern.

“Should the exercises spill
over to Philippine territory,
then China is forewarned that
it will be met with the severest
response, diplomatic and what-
ever else is appropriate,” Locsin
said in a statement without
elaborating.

The Philippine warning to
China over their territorial
conflicts is the strongest so far
this year and comes despite an
improvement in relations since
President Rodrigo Duterte took

office in 2016.
Vietnam protested in April

after a Chinese coast guard ship
rammed and sank a boat with
eight fishermen off the Paracel
Islands. The Philippines backed
Vietnam and protested two
new territorial districts
announced by China in large
swaths of the sea, adding that
China's assertive actions were
taking place while the region
was preoccupied with the coro-
navirus pandemic.

Locsin said those territori-
al districts in the disputed waters
were “null and void” for being
devoid of basis in international
law. “This is the problem with
playing fast and loose with his-
torical narratives and historical
names,” Locsin said. “They open
themselves to error; unless the
real purpose is to excuse unchal-

lenged mistakes that may over
time harden into rights.” 

China, like any other
power, can invoke freedom of
navigation while carrying out
military exercises, Locsin said,
but added that such passages
should be done in a straight
and uninterrupted voyage.

“We continue to look to
China, as our nearest and
biggest trading partner,” Locsin
said, adding that its participa-
tion is essential to the success
of any post-coronavirus eco-
nomic recovery. But he called
on “the erring parties to refrain
from escalating tension and
abide by the responsibilities
under international law” and
exercise self-restraint in taking
actions that could escalate dis-
putes, especially during the
pandemic. AP

Paris: French President
Emmanuel Macron on Friday
named Jean Castex, who coor-
dinated France's virus reopen-
ing strategy, as the country's
new prime minister.

The relatively low-profile
Castex replaces Edouard
Philippe, who resigned earlier
in the day. Macron is reshuf-
fling the government to focus
on restarting the economy after
months of lockdown.

Castex, 55, is a career pub-
lic servant who has worked
with multiple governments.
France's gradual reopening

plan has been seen as general-
ly successful so far.

Many government mem-
bers are expected to be replaced
in the reshuffle.

In an interview given to
several local newspapers on
Thursday, Macron, said he is
seeking a “new path” to rebuild
the country for the two remain-
ing years of his term.

He praised Philippe's “out-
standing work” in the past
three years. 

“I will need to make choic-
es to lead (the country) down
the path,” he said. The reshuf-

fle comes days after a green
wave swept over France in
local elections. Macron saw his
young centrist party defeated in
France's biggest cities and fail-
ing to plant local roots across
the country.

It was planned even before
Sunday's voting, as Macron's
government faced obstacles
and criticism before and dur-
ing the virus crisis.

As the pandemic was peak-
ing in the country in March and
April, authorities came under
fire for the lack of masks, tests
and medical equipment. AP

Lahore: A Pakistani court on
Friday dismissed a former
accountability court judge over
a controversial video scandal in
which he purportedly confessed
to have sentenced deposed
Prime Minister Nawaz Sharif to
seven years in a corruption
case under pressure.

The Lahore High Court's
seven-member administrative
body headed by Chief Justice
Qasim Khan announced the
decision to dismiss Islamabad
accountability court judge
Arshad Malik.

Malik had convicted Sharif
in December 2018  in the Al-
Azizia Steel Mills corruption
case and also fined him USD 25
million. In July 2019, Sharif 's
daughter, Maryam Nawaz,

released a purported video of
Malik in which he confessed
that he had been “blackmailed
and pressured” to convict the
PML-N supreme leader.

He indirectly referred to the
intelligence agencies that put
pressure on him. The judge had
denied the allegations, saying
there was no pressure on him to
convict Sharif and that the
videos shown by Maryam of his
alleged confession at a press
conference were “fake and based
on lies”. Welcoming the LHC's
decision on Friday, PML-N
President Shehbaz Sharif and
Vice President Maryam said
that dismissal of former
Islamabad accountability court
judge Malik “proved the inno-
cence” of Sharif. PTI
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The Pentagon said it was
“concerned” about Chinese

military exercises around a
disputed archipelago in the
South China Sea, warning that
the maneuvers will “further
destabilise” the region.

China's expanding mili-
tary presence in the contested
waters has worried several of its
neighbors, and Washington
rejects Beijing's territorial
claims to much of the region,
including the Paracel Islands.

“The Department of
Defense is concerned about the
People's Republic of China
(PRC) decision to conduct
military exercises around the
Paracel Islands in the South
China Sea on July 1-5,” the
Pentagon said in a statement on
Thursday.

The activities “further
destabilise the situation” in the
area claimed by China,
Vietnam and Taiwan, it said.

But Beijing rounded on the
criticism, saying Friday that the
drills were “within the scope of
China's territorial sovereignty.”

“Some countries outside
this region regularly travel far
and wide to the South China
Sea to put on large-scale mili-
tary exercises, flexing their
muscle,” said foreign ministry
spokesman Zhao Lijian at a
routine briefing.

“This is the fundamental
reason impacting the stability

of the South China Sea situa-
tion.”

The Paracels are a group of
islands equidistant from the
coast of China and Vietnam,
claimed by both countries as
well as Taiwan, and a regular
source of tension.

The US also regularly con-
ducts so-called “freedom of
navigation operations” in the
South China Sea in order to
stand up to Beijing, with the US
Navy sometimes sending war-
ships to the Paracels. The
region is believed to have valu-
able oil and gas deposits.

In April, a Chinese ship
rammed and sunk a
Vietnamese fishing boat near
the Paracel Islands, notching up
tensions between the two coun-
tries.

Vietnam said Friday that it
had also delivered a protest
note to China, warning “not to
repeat similar violations in the
future.”

Such exercises also violate
Beijing's “commitments under
the 2002 Declaration on the
Conduct of Parties in the South
China Sea to avoid activities
that would complicate or esca-
late disputes and affect peace
and stability,” it said.

The declaration, signed by
the Association of Southeast
Asian Nations (ASEAN) coun-
tries, said all parties would
“avoid activities that would
complicate or escalate disputes
and affect peace and stability.”
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Lahore: At least 20 Pakistani
Sikh pilgrims returning from
Nankana Sahib were killed
when the driver of the mini-bus
they were travelling reported-
ly tried to take a short cut to
avoid a shut railway crossing
and rammed the vehicle into a
passenger train in Pakistan's
Punjab province on Friday,
officials said.

The mini-bus carrying
around 26 Sikh pilgrims, all
from Peshawar, hit the Shah
Hussain Express which was
coming from Karachi to Lahore
at a crossing near Sheikhupura
district at around 1.30 pm,
police said.

According to Rescue 1122
officials, at least eight people
were injured in the accident, all
of whom were shifted to
District Headquarters Hospital,
Sheikhupura, Dawn newspaper
reported. 

The gate at the crossing
was closed and the driver
apparently tried to take a short-
cut instead of waiting for the
gate to open, senior police
officer Ghazi Salahuddin told
reporters at the crash site.

“Twenty passengers died
that included women and chil-
dren,” he said.

The Evacuee Trust

Property Board (ETPB)
spokesperson Amir Hashmi
said the bus was carrying most-
ly Sikh pilgrims to Gurdwara
Sacha Sauda in Farooqabad in
the district.

“They had come to
Nankana Sahib from Peshawar.
After staying in Nanakana
Sahib, they were leaving for
Peshawar. The ETPB security
had escorted them till the lim-
its of Nankana Sahib,” he said.

Police have denied reports
that the crossing was
unmanned.

Pakistan Railways Chief
Executive Officer Dost Ali
Laghari has set up a commit-
tee comprising three senior

officers to investigate the inci-
dent. It will present its initial
report by Saturday “so that it
can be determined which side
was at fault”, according to the
press release.

“Action will be taken in
accordance with the law against
whomever is held responsible
for this accident,” the Railways
statement said.

The rescue teams reached
the spot and shifted the injured
to the district headquarters
hospital, a statement by the
Railways Ministry said.

The railways said a divi-
sional engineer has been sus-
pended from service and an
inquiry has been launched. PTI
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Istanbul: The fiancee of Jamal
Khashoggi told a Turkish court
Friday that the Washington
Post columnist was lured to his
death at the Saudi Consulate in
Istanbul through “a great
betrayal and deception,” and
she asked that all persons
responsible for his killing be
brought to justice.

Hatice Cengiz spoke at the
opening of the trial in absen-
tia of two former aides of
Saudi Crown Prince
Mohammed bin Salman and 18
other Saudi nationals who were
charged in Turkey for

Khashoggi's grisly slaying. The
journalist's 2018 killing at the
consulate sparked internation-
al condemnation and cast a
cloud of suspicion over the
prince.

The 20 Saudi defendants all
left Turkey, and Saudi Arabia
rejected Turkish demands for
their extradition. Some of the
men were put on trial in
Riyadh behind closed doors.
The proceedings were widely
criticised as a whitewash.
Khashoggi's family members
later announced they had for-
given his killers. AP
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Dubai: An online video and
messages purportedly claiming
responsibility for a fire that ana-
lysts say damaged a centrifuge
assembly plant at Iran's under-
ground Natanz nuclear site
deepened the mystery on
Friday around the incident.

The multiple, different
claims by a self-described group
called the “Cheetahs of the
Homeland” included language
used by several exiled Iranian
opposition organizations, as
well as focused almost entirely
on Iran's nuclear program,

viewed by Israel as a danger to
its very existence.

The disparate messages, as
well as the fact Iran experts had
never heard of the group before,
raised questions about whether
Natanz again had faced sabo-
tage by a foreign nation as it had
during the Stuxnet computer
virus outbreak believed to have
been engineered by the US
and Israel.

“If it is proven that our
country has been attacked by
cyberattacks, we will respond,”
warned Gen Gholam Reza

Jalali, the head of Iran's military
unit in charge of combating
sabotage, according to a report
late Thursday by the Mizan
news agency.

Iranian officials have
sought to downplay the fire
early Thursday, calling it only
an “incident” that affected an
“industrial shed.” 

However, a released photo
and video broadcast by Iranian
state television of the site
showed a two-story brick build-
ing with scorch marks and its
roof apparently destroyed.  AP
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Ankara: An explosion at a fire-
works factory in northwestern
Turkey on Friday killed four
people and injured at least 97
others, officials said.

There were 186 workers at
the factory outside the town of
Hendek, in Sakarya province,
Health Minister Fahrettin Koca
told reporters.

Koca, who travelled to the
area along with two other
ministers, said the explosion
killed four workers while 97
others were hospitalized.
Sixteen of the injured were
later discharged, he said,
adding that of the remaining
workers, just one was in criti-
cal condition.

The cause of the blast at
the factory, which is away
from residential areas, was
under investigation. AP
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Afemale Islamic State 
(ISIS) supporter was 

on Friday sentenced to life
imprisonment after pleading
guilty to terrorism charges,
including a plot to bomb
London's famous St. Paul's
Cathedral.

Safiyya Amira Shaikh, a
37-year-old Muslim convert
who was born Michelle
Ramsden, was arrested in
October last year following an
undercover operation by
counter-terrorism officers.

At a hearing at the Old

Bailey court in London, she
admitted to terrorism offences
earlier this year and was sen-
tenced this week to life impris-
onment, with a minimum
term of 14 years behind bars
before being considered for
parole.

“Safiyya Shaikh chose to
live her life as a violent extrem-
ist with a murderous hatred of
those who did not share her
twisted version of Islam,” said
Jenny Hopkins, Head of the
Special Crime and Counter
Terrorism Division at the UK's
Crown Prosecution Service
(CPS). 
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Nicosia: Cyprus' beleaguered
tourism sector got some good
news after the government
announced on Friday that trav-
elers from the UK will be
allowed entry into the east
Mediterranean island nation
next month without having to
undergo a compulsory 14-day
quarantine.

But Health Minister
Constantinos Ioannou said that
depends on whether U.K.
Coronavirus infection rates
stay at the current low ebb.

Ioannou said that as of

Aug. 1 Britain will be grouped
with 14 other countries includ-
ing France, Italy and Spain
from which travelers will be
required to obtain a health cer-
tificate declaring them coron-
avirus-free three days prior to
boarding a flight.

“The decision will be
implemented on the condi-
tion that the United Kingdom
continues to post the same pos-
itive epidemiological results,”
Ioannou said after a cabinet
meeting with a scientific advi-
sory body. AP
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Johannesburg: The southern
Africa country of Botswana is
struggling to investigate the
reasons for the mysterious
deaths of over 350 elephants in
the popular Okavango Delta
nature reserve.

Authorities in Botswana,
home to a third of Africa's
declining elephant population,
are struggling to send samples
for analysis to international
agencies to determine the cause
of the deaths due to the lack of
flights because of the COVID-

19 lockdown in the region.
The sudden mass deaths of

elephants, which scientists have
called a conservation disaster,
were first spotted during an aer-
ial survey in early May.

The number of elephants
died have since risen to over
350, most of them close to
watering holes which have
prompted suggestions that they
might have died from poison-
ing. But other scientists point-
ed out that if the water was
indeed poisoned, it would have

killed other animals as well.
Local experts have already

ruled out anthrax as a possible
cause, after about 100 elephants
died of that disease last year.

“Some of the elephants we
observed were moving about in
circles in a kind of semi-con-
scious way before just falling
down and perishing instantly,”
an unnamed pilot involved in
aerial surveys told local media.

Scientists believe that there
might be a neurological cause for
the deaths because of this. PTI
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Islamabad (PTI): Pakistan
Foreign Minister Shah
Mehmood Qureshi on Friday
announced that he has tested
positive for the coronavirus dis-
ease and quarantined himself,
becoming the latest senior
politician in the country to be
hit by the deadly virus.

Taking to Twitter, the
Pakistan Tehreek-e-Insaf (PTI)
leader said that this afternoon,
he felt a slight fever and imme-
diately quarantined himself at
home.

“I have now tested positive
for Covid-19. By the grace of
Allah, I feel strong and ener-
getic. I will continue to carry on

my duties from home. Please
keep me in your prayers,” he
said in a tweet.

Qureshi is the senior most
functionary of the government
to be infected with the virus. 

He is the Vice President of
ruling Pakistan Tehreek-e-Insaf
and considered as number two
in the government after Prime
Minister Imran Khan.

Several Pakistani lawmak-
ers contracted the deadly virus
and some of them have also
died. In June, Member of the
National Assembly (MNA)
Munir Khan Orakzai died,
days after recovering from the
coronavirus.
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Kathmandu (PTI): The future of
Nepal Prime Minister K P Sharma
Oli will be decided at a crucial
Standing Committee meeting of the
ruling communist party on Saturday,
party sources said on Friday, amidst
growing demand for his resignation.

The meeting of the Nepal
Communist Party’s 45-member
Standing Committee, the most pow-
erful body of the party, was put off
on Thursday as the top brass of the
party failed to forge consensus on the
resignation of Prime Minister Oli.

The Himalayan Times  newspa-
per reported that Oli and NCP’s exec-
utive chairman Pushpa Kamal Dahal
‘Prachanda’ met at the prime minis-
ter’s residence in Baluwatar on Friday.
However, the details of the meeting
were not revealed.

The three-hour meeting was
held to rebuild trust between the top
two leaders, media reports said.

After holding meeting with Oli,
Prachanda also called on Nepal
President Bidya Devi Bhandari.

Top NCP leaders on Tuesday
demanded Oli’s resignation, saying
his recent anti-India remarks were
“neither politically correct nor diplo-
matically appropriate.”

“The Prime Minister’s remarks
that India was conspiring to remove
him were neither politically correct
nor diplomatically appropriate,”
‘Prachanda’ had said.

Prime Minister Oli, 68, on
Sunday claimed that there have been
various kinds of activities in the
“embassies and hotels” to remove him
from power.

He said some Nepalese leaders
were also involved in the game in the
aftermath of his government’s move
to update the country’s political map
by incorporating three strategically
key Indian territories  — Lipulekh,
Kalapani and Limpiyadhura.

Accusing the southern neighbour
and leaders of his own party by the
Prime Minister was not appropriate,
a senior leader of the party quoted
Prachanda as saying during the
Standing Committee meeting on
Tuesday.

Prachanda has time and again
spoken about the lack of coordina-
tion between the government and the
party and he was pressing for a one-
man one position system to be fol-
lowed by the NCP.

The differences between the two
factions of the NCP — one led by Oli
and the other led by Prachanda —
intensified after the prime minister
unilaterally decided to prorogue the
budget session of Parliament on
Thursday. Prachanda called the cru-
cial meeting of the party’s Standing
Committee for Saturday that could
decide the future of the Prime
Minister, sources said.

During Saturday’s Standing

Committee meeting, the two sides
will work out some mechanism
under which the party and the gov-
ernment both will have to follow a
sort of protocol, so that the differ-
ences are patched up, said Standing
Committee member Ganesh Shah.

Prime Minister Oli has been run-
ning the government unilaterally
and he is also not allowing the exec-
utive chairman of the Party
Prachanda to operate on his own, he
opined.

Both Prime Minister Oli and for-
mer prime minister Prachanda are
chairmen of the ruling party.

Now the Prime Minister has the
option — either he should give up the
party’s chair or the post of the prime
minister following the one-man-one
position principle, said Bishnu Rijal,
central committee member of the
NCP and the party’s deputy chief of
foreign affairs. “I think a compromise
will be worked out between the two
sides to patch up the differences so
that the crisis will be over after
Saturday’s meeting.”

During Tuesday’s Standing
Committee meeting, Prachanda, and
former Prime Ministers Madhav
Kumar Nepal and Jhalanath Khanal
asked Oli to resign from the post for
making controversial remarks, run-
ning the government without con-
sulting with the party and failing to
deliver to the people.
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Hong Kong (AP): Prominent Hong Kong
democracy activist Nathan Law has left the city
for an undisclosed location, he revealed on his
Facebook page shortly after testifying at a US con-
gressional hearing about the tough national secu-
rity law China had imposed on the semi-
autonomous territory.

In his post late Thursday, he said that he decid-
ed to take on the responsibility for advocating for
Hong Kong internationally and had since left the
city.

“As a global-facing activist, the choices I have
are stark: to stay silent from now on, or to keep
engaging in private diplomacy so I can warn the
world of the threat of Chinese authoritarian expan-
sion,” he said. “I made the decision when I agreed
to testify before the US Congress.”

Law told reporters in a WhatsApp message
that he would not reveal his whereabouts and sit-
uation based on “risk assessment.” His departure
comes days after Hong Kong’s national security
law took effect, targeting vaguely defined crimes
of secessionist, subversive and terrorist acts, as well
as any collusion with foreign forces in interven-
ing in the city affairs.

“Under this legislation Beijing just passed
about 24 hours ago, anyone who would dare to
speak up would likely face imprisonment once
Beijing targeted you,” Law told the congression-
al hearing on Wednesday. “So much is now lost
in the city I love: the freedom to tell the truth.”

Law, 26, rose to prominence in Hong Kong
as one of the student leaders of the pro-democ-
racy Umbrella Revolution in 2014. In 2016, he
became the youngest lawmaker elected to the city’s
legislature but was later disqualified for alleged-
ly not taking the oath in a proper manner.
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� Where do we leave Bruce at
the end of the last film?

Ben Affleck: At the end of the
last film, which is Batman vs
Superman: Dawn of Justice, we
leave Bruce fearful that there is an
attack going to happen, leading to
gather up as many superhumans
as he possibly can. A nascent
stage of team building is where we
left in the last film and this film
starts with Bruce actively
recruiting, looking and
researching in the urge to find
these superhumans that he
believes are out there somewhere.  

� What are your views on
Batman’s new ride?

Ben: There is a modified
Batmobile, which is tricked out to
take on the alien race, so it is
made up a little bit more lethal.
He has got his huge 777, which he
just flies around when he needs to
be transported somewhere,
usually a place where he is
building a bigger plan of going
long distances. So Bruce Wayne
has got no shortage of way to get
around.

� What is each character’s
reaction to being asked to join

the Justice League?
Ben: Not every character

shows enthusiasm at first. Some
characters are reluctant to join the
team like Flash and Cyborg.
Aquaman also takes a bit of
convincing apart from Wonder
Woman. But together, they
collectively start to assemble. As
they say unity is strength.
Eventually, they come around and
realise that there is a need to work
together.

� What is the relevance of DC
characters?

Ben: Batman has devoted his
life to battling the villains of the
Gotham City’s subculture as
everyone’s favourite Dark Knight.
With high-tech weapons, gadgets
and vehicles to assist him in his

fight, Batman rises from the
shadows to keep the streets of
Gotham City safe. Superman
keeps the bustling hub safe from

the clutches of the super-villains
who would wreak havoc and
destruction. He uses his
extraordinary superpowers —

flight, x-ray vision and many
more — to uphold truth and
justice. Wonder Woman possesses
godlike strength, speed and the
ability to fly. She champions
justice and equality in a world
where evil attempts to triumph.
With her bullet-deflecting
bracelets and Lasso of Truth, she
takes on the criminals of
Metropolis in a crusade against
evil.
All these characters still do not
seem dated. They somehow work
in stories today and it’s the mark
of characters that are very well
drawn and they still have a kind
of resilience.

� Why Wonder Woman avoids
the spotlight?
Gal Gadot: Diana does good

because that’s the only thing she
cares about. She doesn’t care
about fame or glory or even,
credit. She is not there for that.
And I think maybe that’s why she
wasn’t interested in getting too
involved out there with the press,
people and being a Wonder
Woman. As far as she is
concerned, she did everything she
could. Wonder Woman came to
the rescue and fought every time
she was needed.

� What is Wonder Woman’s
role on the team?
Gal: For me, it was really
important that she would be the
glue of the team. We would track
the same character that we
victoriously established in the
Wonder Woman film. And I
think, one of the special and most
beautiful things that Diana has is
that she cares for the people in the
most sincere way. So when I got
the script, I made points out for
the importance of Diana being a
glue to the team, who would make
each and every one of them feel
special, capable and loved even in
the smallest of the moments.

�Tell us about the team dynamic

when fighting together?
Gal: She enjoys working with the
team, the company of other
characters. I think she feels
confident while fighting with
them together and also being
among people who are similar to
her such as Flash, Cyborg,
Aquaman and Bruce. They are all
outsiders, abnormal and loners.
They have these special gifts and
finally, after so long of being by
herself, Wonder Woman has
teammates which is wonderful.

�What makes these superhero
films appealing?
Gal: It brings something that is
easy to relate to. Yes, Wonder
Woman is a goddess, the greatest
warrior of all times but she is
vulnerable, sincere and can even
lose her confidence from time to
time and she’s hurt too. But on the
other hand, she is caring, warm
and loving. Films get automatically
interesting when the audience is
able to relate to it and we all
somewhere possess the above
mentioned qualities. These factors
are what make such films more
interesting.
(Watch Justice League on July 6 at
7:22 am on Sony PIX.)

It was much before YouTube had
begun to be identified as a medium of
teaching or learning new skills

digitally when ace choreographer Saroj
Khan, popularly known as Masterji,
taught dance on a Bollywood number
through a TV show, one episode at a
time. Not only her easy-to-follow steps
but her art of giving expressions while
dancing became the most sought-after
thing about her show. Nachle Ve with
Saroj Khan became the prime time for
many young and budding dancers and a
way to connect with one of their role
models distantly. “Saroj Khan se seekha
hai maine yeh,” was how dance lovers
would flaunt off their steps as it gave
them a kind of recognition.

The dancing maestro, who breathed
her last in Bandra, Mumbai yesterday,
after suffering a cardiac arrest, has been a
three-time National Award Winner.
From Rekha to Madhuri Dixit Nene to
Aishwarya Rai Bachchan to Kangana
Ranaut, Masterji has choreographed
various generations of actors. Perhaps,
this is why social media has been flooded
with condolences and heartfelt posts
about her.

Actor Madhuri Dixit, whom Khan
has worked with and choreographed for a
number of Hindi film songs, posted a few
old pictures of both of them dancing and
wrote, “I am devastated and at an utter
loss of words today! Saroj ji was part of
my journey since the beginning. She
taught me a lot, not just about dance but
so much more. There’s a rush of
memories in my head thinking of this big
personal loss. My heartfelt condolences
to the family.”

Actor Preeti Zinta posted on her
Instagram. “So sad to hear that Saroj Ji is
no more. Masterji taught me everything
— how to lip sync a song, dance
gracefully and how to be a Hindi film

heroine. Her priceless expressions and
her quest for perfection was a masterclass
for me when I started my career.
#RIPMasterji.”

Actor Kareena Kapoor Khan, whom
Khan choreographed for the song, Yeh
Ishq Haaye from Jab We Met (2008), and
also won her third National Award for the
same, posted a few shots from the song’s
location and wrote, “Masterji always told
me… perr nahin chala sakti toh kam se
kam face toh chala. That’s what she taught
me… to enjoy dancing, smile and smile
through the eyes. There can never be
another… Dance and expression can

never be the same for us actors and for
everyone who loved her. Love you
masterji. Till we dance again, RIP.”

Actor Amitabh Bachchan also took to
Instagram, sharing a black and white
photograph of Khan hugging the
thespian, and wrote, “Saroj ji, you gave us
and the industry, rhythm, style, grace of
movement and the art of converting the
lyrics in a song to a meaning in dance. On
a chance meeting many many years ago,
she paid me my best compliment. She
was living in Dubai then from marriage
and when DON was released, she said, ‘I
saw the film and then later, I would go to

the theatre where it was
released and at the time
when your song
Khaike Paan was on,
see it and come out.
I used to do it
regularly. I would tell
the usher to let me in
just to see the song and
leave, that is how much
I enjoyed your dance
moves!’ (This) coming
from her was ultimate.
A legacy has passed
away.”
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� What is the premise of Evil?
I guess it tries to investigate evil

and where it comes from. It tries to
figure out if there’s a scientific
explanation for it or there might be
something else at play.

� Why will Evil resonate with
viewers? 

We live in a time where a lot of
horrible things happen, unfortunate-
ly. And I think it’s an interesting
question to see why. Why are peo-
ple driven to do things that harm
other people? How can we get a grip
on that? Evil might resonate for these
reasons and so much more.

� Who is Kristen Bouchard? 
My character Kristen works

for the DA’s office. She a forensic
psychologist, has four girls and her
husband is away climbing. She
takes care of the girls on her own
with some help from her mother.
Her work-home life is poles apart
from each other. During the day, she
talks to these serial killers and then
comes back home to her four great
daughters.

� How does Kristen rationalise
supernatural phenomenon? 

Kristen would like to believe
that everything has a scientific
explanation, that science can answer
any question, obviously, not all at
once. There are certain things that
are very hard to explain and that

makes her uncomfortable if she
doesn’t find a scientific explanation
to things. 

� What is the state of Kristen’s
marriage at the start of the series? 

Her husband’s been away for
five months, out climbing the
Everest. Kristen used to be a climber
herself too. She was trying to climb
up all seven summits, however, she
did five and then quit because she
had children. Her husband, howev-
er, wants to climb all seven and she
is okay with it.

� How would you describe
Kristen’s journey in Season 1? 

You follow Kristen and she
joins the team of Ben, played by
Aasif (Mandvi), and Mike Colter’s
character, David Acosta. From then
on, the three of us are investigating
all these different things. 

� More on Kristen’s journey. 
In the first episode, we see her

quit her normal job and she engages
with David Acosta about possession.
Then she starts getting nightmares
and is visited by this ghost. And then
it turns out that the serial killer that
she’s interviewing got ahold of the
notes of her therapist, so he knows
all her secrets. She’s also intro-
duced to a character called Leland
Townsend. 

� Is there a scene in the pilot

episode that you feel defines your
character? 

Definitely a scene with the
daughters defines my character
because they are her loves. And then
maybe, when she finds out that the
evil people, Michael Emerson’s char-
acter, stole her therapy notes and
they now have every single secret,
or just even things that she said out
loud. He now knows everything and
will try to use against her. So, I think
those two scenes makes her very
vulnerable. 

� Will faith and religion play a
role in the show’s exploration of
evil? 

The series tries to answer where
evil comes from and see if there is
a scientific reason for it, or if there
might be something else. And that
something else, I think, could be: Is
there a devil or a god?

� How did you prepare for your
role?

I talked to a forensic psycholo-
gist about what it’s like to have that
kind of a job. And I read a lot of
interviews with people who have the
same job. I also watched a lot of
climbing documentaries because
she used to be a climber, she did free
solo climbing, climbing without
ropes, so she’s quite interested in
walking on a cliff ’s edge and play-
ing with danger. I think part of why
she is a forensic psychologist and is

drawn to that kind of dangerous
place, or talk with these people who
are that horrible, might have to do
with that she likes challenging her-
self. 

� What do Michelle King and
Robert King bring to the series as
Executive Producers? 

I think Robert and Michelle are
absolutely extraordinary writers
and producers. Robert is directing
this episode. And they’re also real-
ly great people. What I find proba-
bly most important to take on a job
is if I like the idea of spending time
with people. And I absolutely liked
that here.

� Have you ever had a supernat-
ural experience? 

As an adult, I had a lot of
headaches and I once went to
someone who could help me with
the headaches. She said, ‘Oh I can
see why you have a lot of headaches.
You have thirty-three ghosts on your
back and thirty-three is a lot.’ And
she’s like, ‘It doesn’t matter if you
don’t believe in it. I’m just going to
take them away and you’re going to
feel much better.’ And I was like,
‘Okay, sure thing.’ And she took
them away and talked to them. I
don’t really believe in that, but it did
get rid of my headache, so there you
go!

(The series premiers on Zee
Café.)

They could be two of the film
industry’s most outspoken

people but Richa Chadha and
Ali Fazal have been fairly tight
lipped about their love story. So
we know that they met on the
sets of Fukrey in 2012 and
then made an announcement at
the world premiere of Victoria
and Abdul in Venice in 2017.

In a cover shoot for Brides
Today’s July 2020 issue, the
actors gave out the details of
their story. Though, initially
intended as the first magazine
cover post wedding, the pan-
demic has postponed their
wedding plans for the year.

Speaking to the lifestyle
magazine, Richa recounted the
first time she knew this was
love. “We were at my house
watching Chaplin (1992)
British-American biographical
comedy drama starring Robert
Downey Jr. I was happy to see
him enjoy the film and was
grateful to have found someone
with similar tastes. That is
when I said, “This is really
sweet, I love you.” It took him
three months to say I love you
back to me.”

But Ali has a special reason
why he loves his Kuki (as he
affectionately addresses Richa).
She is Ms Butterfingers, he
says fondly. “She thinks I fell in
love with her only because of
her clumsiness —  and it sure-
ly is one of the reasons. She is
as clumsy as it gets. If she is eat-
ing, there will be glasses
spilling, food will be all over the
place, and cutlery will definite-
ly fall. Her most embarrassing
clumsy moment was in Venice.
It was at a fine dining event and
Judi Dench was sitting at the
next table. Suddenly a bean
went flying over, of course, it
was from Richa’s plate. She
calls it her Pretty Woman
moment!”

But of all the glorious pro-
posal stories you’ll ever hear,
here’s the most heartwarming-
ly romantic woman. On being
asked how Ali proposed, Richa
said, “He had planned a roman-
tic dinner on a small, secluded
island in the Maldives. I
thought it was for my birthday,
I didn’t suspect a thing. We had
finished eating and were sip-
ping on champagne when Ali,
being his spontaneous self,
asked me to marry him. He
didn’t go down on his knee, nor
did he have a ring but that’s all
right. After that he took a 10-
minute long nap on the sand —
I think it was because he may
have been stressed about the
proposal!”

After decades of celebrating
stories of elaborate proposals,
here’s a couple that committed
to a lifetime of companionship
with a simple promise of being
there through thick and thin.
Richa quotes Javed Akhtar’s
iconic line, “Hamari dosti itni
pakki hai ki shaadi bhi iska kuch
nahi bigaad payi…”
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The film is an intriguing
crime-thriller that fol-

lows the journey of Nandini
who takes on a stand for jus-
tice. The edge of the seat
thriller has a strong narrative. 

Speaking about why
Ragini chose Law as her
debut film, she says, “It’s def-
initely the script because
doing films is not something
I had been planning, it was
definitely not in my pipeline.
But the script is what got me
in especially when our direc-
tor Raghu Samarth came in
and narrated it.” She added,
“He told me about the back-
ground of the character and
the complete story that
revolved around it, which was
a very strong and impactful
plot. I didn’t see myself doing
a romantic film as my first
one, so I thought this film is
a great first choice for my
debut.”

Law is produced by
Ashwini Puneeth Rajkumar,
M Govinda. The legal
Kannada drama is led by
Ragini and Mukhyamantri
Chandru, Achyuth Kumar,
Sudharani among others. The
film also features Siri Prahlad
and veteran actor
Mukyamanthri Chandru in
prominent roles. The film has
been created by Puneeth
Rajkumar’s PRK Productions.

(The film will release on
Amazon Prime Video on July
17.)
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�How was it working with
Margot Robbie?

Alexander Skarsgård:
Margot is such a warm, engag-
ing and open personality. It
really didn’t take long to gel
with her. Shooting was a lot of
fun.

�What makes this adapta-
tion of The Legend of Tarzan
unique?

Alexander: The very first
question I asked when the idea
of this film came to me was why
are we making another version
of it. Undoubtedly, it’s an amaz-
ing story but why has it been
told so many times? What was
the new element this time?
Then I got the script and the
first page read that ‘John was in
London drinking tea with the
Prime Minister’. He is in a suit
with a proper hairdo. I thought
it was such an interesting take
on a very famous story. Instead
of following the original story
of him growing up in the jun-
gle, which is obviously shown
in the flashback, the main story
line is him in London. He’s
already been back. He has left
the jungle behind and has been
a sophisticated man for almost
a decade now with Jane as his
wife. The novel and most of the
adaptations are about taming
the beast, this is more about
releasing the beast.

�Tell us about the physicali-
ty of the roles?

Alexander: In terms of
physicality, it was very impor-
tant for the character to put on
some weight but not become
too big. It was important for
him to not to look like a body-
builder. I’ve never done any-
thing like this before, this
extreme. I was just really ner-
vous. It was a big challenge and
I didn’t know how my body
would respond to the training
and diet. We worked a lot on
being agile and flexible which
was very difficult. My trainer
had to work really hard because
I’m incredibly stiff. It was

important that every single
fibre and every muscle was
there for a reason.

Margot Robbie: Jane’s role
is a very physical role. Every
role is emotionally and mental-
ly draining but this one was
physically draining as well. I
had trained everyday during
those times. Mastered a couple
of stunts which I never thought
I’ll ever do. I got to beat up a
couple of stunt guys, they obvi-
ously let me beat them up. It
was really fun, and I learnt a lot
of things. The stunts in the
movie are my absolute
favourite.
�How was it working with

filmmaker David Yates?
Alexander: David

knows exactly what he
wants but he is also an
incredible collaborator.
He is curious, he knows
the movie and is pre-
pared for it. He wants
you as an actor to
indulge into the film.
He gets very excited if we
have an idea or want to
play around with some-
thing which is why it
feels so great to work
with him. He has that
trust for his actors which
is great because it makes
us feel brave.

Margot: David is
incredibly sensitive and

visionary. It was an incredible
experience. For me it was nice
to be on the set with him. The
atmosphere at the set is dictat-
ed by the person who is run-
ning it and if your director is
yelling and screaming, it’s going
to make a really tense working
environment. But at this set, it
was very calm, no one was
yelling, and it really comes
from David. He’s got this love-
ly and gentle demeanour. It was
a pleasure to be around.

�Tell us more about your
character Jane?

Margot: I didn’t want to
end up playing Janes’ which

were already established before.
So I was just trying to create a
character that worked with the
story line. In this case techni-
cally, Jane was abducted and
there was a chase kind of thing.
But I was determined not to
play the damsel in distress.
She is really feisty, incredibly
capable and a very fiery char-
acter, that’s what I was excited
about. We had a lot of fun doing
stunts, throwing punches and
fighting backwards. Jane had a
really great dynamic with
Christoph Waltz character, who
is the villain here.

�How was your chemistry
with Alexander?

Margot: When David first
showed me the script and I
asked what are the next steps,
he told me to meet Alex and see
if you guys have chemistry
because that is going to be of
utmost importance for the
whole film. So we met up and
instantly got along. He is such
an amazing personality and he
is so tall. He has an inherent
presence because of his height,
which is very believable for
Tarzan. Beyond that he is a
great guy. He was so commit-
ted to his role. It was like a
dream to work with him. I felt
so lucky.

(Watch the film on June 22
at 9 pm on Sony PIX.)
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Jurgen Klopp admitted Manchester
City are the one side capable of
“smashing” his newly-crowned

Premier League winners after
Liverpool’s first match since becom-
ing English champions ended in a 4-
0 thrashing at the Etihad.

City sent a warning shot of their
intentions to take the title back next
season as Kevin De Bruyne, Raheem
Sterling and Phil Foden all struck
before half-time to inflict just
Liverpool’s third league defeat in 71
games.

Alex Oxlade-Chamberlain’s own
goal rounded off a miserable night for
Klopp’s men, who could have conced-
ed many more in the second half.

The gap at the top of the table

between the two remains 20 points,
but Liverpool’s charge to better a
series of records set by City two sea-
sons ago was stalled on a chastening
night for the champions.

City began the evening by giving
a guard of honour to their opponents,
but showed little respect once the
action got underway.

The early signs suggested
Liverpool would be able to pick off
a leaky City defence that has cost
them their title.

Mohamed Salah struck the post
and Sadio Mane headed wastefully
wide as chances came and went for
the visitors. “We had our moments
where we were really close to make
something,” added Klopp. “They
used our mistakes, we didn’t use their
mistakes.”

Liverpool’s first big error came
when Joe Gomez pulled Sterling to
the ground inside the area and De
Bruyne converted the resulting penal-
ty. Sterling was suspended by England
manager Gareth Southgate after he
squared up to Gomez in the canteen
on International duty the day after
Liverpool's 3-1 win over City at
Anfield earlier in the season.

The City forward wisely did his
talking on the pitch this time as he
scored for the first time in a compet-
itive match against his old side by
turning inside Gomez and sending a
shot through the defender’s legs as
Liverpool were caught on the
counter-attack.

Foden has been hugely impres-
sive since the Premier League’s restart
from a three-month layoff and the 20-

year-old combined with De Bruyne
for a brilliant one-two to leave Andy
Robertson floundering before lifting
the ball over the advancing Alisson

Becker to make it 3-0.
But for the Brazilian goalkeeper

and some wayward finishing,
Liverpool could have been on the end
of an embarrassing scoreline early in
the second half as Gabriel Jesus fired
straight at his international
teammate, Sterling saw a shot
deflected just wide and Virgil
van Dijk cleared off the line
from Foden.

There was a touch of for-
tune when City’s fourth did
arrive as Sterling’s shot was
heading wide before being turned
into his own net by Oxlade-
Chamberlain.

Riyad Mahrez had a fifth goal in
stoppage time ruled out by a VAR
review for handball as City just failed
to match the 5-0 scoreline they

inflicted on Liverpool at the Etihad
in 2017.

But City more than laid down a
marker and also showed why they are

among the favourites to win the
Champions League for the first time
when European football returns in
August.
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Real Madrid took a big step
towards winning La Liga on

Thursday by battling past Getafe
to move four points clear of
Barcelona, with five games left.

Sergio Ramos’ late penalty
proved the difference at the
Alfredo di Stefano Stadium
where Madrid were made to feel
uncomfortable by Getafe but
dug out a gutsy 1-0 victory wor-
thy of champions.

This was arguably Madrid’s
toughest fixture remaining and
with a four-point advantage
over Barca, as well as the supe-
rior head-to-head, the trophy is
now firmly within their grasp.

“We have not won
anything,” insisted coach
Zinedine Zidane.

“We are doing
things well, yes, but
there are five games
still to go. If we
continue like
this, staying
solid, it will be
fine.”

It is
Madrid’s biggest
lead over
Barcelona since
September and
their biggest cush-
ion at the top of the
table all season.

If they can

beat Athletic Bilbao at San
Mames on Sunday, Madrid
could even pull seven points
clear before Barca face a dif-
ficult game away at in-form

Villarreal a few hours
later.

Barcelona’s 2-
2 draw at
home to
A t l e t i c o
Madrid on
Tuesday, com-
ing on the back
of another 2-2 draw

away at Celta Vigo
last weekend, gave
Zidane’s side an
opening and they
have taken full

advantage.
“My job is to make them

calm in the difficult moments,”
said Zidane. “To be quiet,
patient, positive. They believe
in what we do.”

Six wins out six since the
restart, with only two goals

conceded, has made for a
relentless run of form and
it would take a monu-
mental collapse now to let
Barca back in.

Ramos’ spot-kick
with 11 minutes left was his
ninth goal of the season, the
best tally of his career.

“He is our leader,” said
Zidane. “He’s unique, unparal-
leled.”
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Leroy Sane has targeted
Champions League glory

with Bayern Munich after
joining the Bundesliga giants
from Manchester City for a fee
of around €50 million ($56
million) on Friday.

The Germany winger has
returned to his home country
on a five-year contract after
receiving the blessing of City
coach Pep Guardiola.

“Bayern is a very big club
and has big goals — these
goals suit me as well,” said the
24-year-old Sane.

“I want to win as many
titles as possible with Bayern,
and the Champions League is
at the top.”

The Bundesliga champi-
ons did not give the transfer
fee, but Sky Sports and the BBC

have reported that Bayern and
City agreed a fee of £54.8
million ($68.2 million).
German daily Bild claim the
fee is around €50 million.

Sane said he is looking for-
ward to linking up again with
Bayern head coach Hansi
Flick, who has just steered the
club to an eighth straight

league title in his first season
in charge.

“I know Hansi Flick from
the under-21 national team.
We had a very good relation-
ship there,” added Sane.

The 24-year-old spent four
years at City and scored 39
goals in 135 appearances in all
competitions after joining
from Bundesliga club Schalke
in 2016 and is the winner of
two Premier League titles, an
FA Cup, two League Cups and
two Community Shields, but
European success eluded him.

“We wish Leroy all the best
in this new chapter of his
career," said Guardiola in a
statement on Friday. “Leroy
has been part of one of the
most special periods in this
club’s history and he leaves
with the best wishes of every-
one here at Manchester City.”
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Atalanta made another step
towards next season’s

Champions League on Thursday
after a 2-0 Serie A win over
Napoli that extended the gap
between them and the chasing
pack.

Goals from Mario Pasalic
and Robin Gosens early in the
second half broke Napoli’s resis-
tance at an all-but empty Gewiss
Stadium and put Atalanta
on 60 points in fourth
place, and the final
Champions League spot,
with nine matches
remaining.

Gian Piero Gasperini’s side,
now unbeaten in nine in the
league, are 15 points ahead of
sixth-place Napoli and 12 in
front of Roma, who slumped to
a shock 2-0 defeat to lowly

Udinese after having to play
most of their match at the
Stadio Olimpico in Rome with

10 men.
“It’s a shame that the

fans aren’t here to see this,”
said Gasperini, after anoth-
er good performance
behind closed doors.
“It’s really sad because I

can imagine what kind of atmos-
phere there would have been for
the match today.”

Napoli currently sit in the
last Europa League spot.

���
 ������ Australia’s Steve
Smith and retired South
African swashbuckler AB de
Villiers are the two batsmen,
India’s leg-spinner Kuldeep
Yadav finds most challenging to
contain.

Yadav, who went through a
prolonged lean patch in 2019,
said both the batsmen have
unique abilities.

“Smith plays me mostly off
the back foot. He plays the ball
very late as well, so it becomes
challenging to bowl to him,”
Yadav told Deep Dasgupta in
the latest episode of
Cricketbaazi on ESPNCricinfo.

“In ODIs, AB de Villiers is
a good player. 

He has a unique style. Now
that he’s retired, it’s a good thing!
But other than him, I haven’t
found any other batsman who
I am sacred will hit me for a lot
of runs,” he said. PTI
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Former Australian batsman
Michael Hussey is fearful of

the prospect of Australia host-
ing the T20 World Cup in
October-November and says a
16-team event amid the raging
Covid-19 pandemic could
prove to be a logistical nightmare.
Cricket Australia itself has said that
it is a bit “unrealistic” to stage the
T20 World Cup as per schedule in
the current circumstances but the
ICC is yet to take a final call on the
matter. Hussey too doesn’t see the
showpiece event taking place this
year.

“I am really fearful about the
T20 World Cup to be honest and
the reason for that is I think it is
okay to bring out one team to play
international cricket and get them
to isolate and stay safe and prepare

well for a series,” he said in a pod-
cast called HotSpot.

“But having to bring a number
of teams and getting them to iso-
late to prepare and then move
around the country to different
venues I think that will be a logis-
tical nightmare. From what we are

hearing perhaps the T20 World
Cup will have to be postponed for
2021 or even 2022,” said the south-
paw.

The India tour of Australia that
has been scheduled after the T20
World Cup is likely to go ahead as
per the plan, according to Hussey.

“I am a lot more positive about
the Indian tour of Australia going
ahead and the reason is bringing
one team to tour here and getting
them to a hub is easier. 

“For example Adelaide Oval
has just built a hotel connected to
the stadium, so the Indian team
could base themselves there, train
and prepare for a series, and play
against Australia.

“We have all got our fingers
crossed, as we know that this pan-
demic keeps throwing these curve
balls and we need to adapt and
move quickly,” said Hussey.
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Seasoned paceman Shannon
Gabriel, returning from an

ankle surgery, has been drafted
into the 15-man West Indies
Test squad for the  Test series
against England beginning on
July 8.

Gabirel was among the
reserves when the West Indies
players landed in England but
proved his fitness with impres-
sive performances in the two
inter-squad warm-up matches at
the Old Trafford here.

He is now part of a strong
pace attack which also includes
captain Jason Holder, Kemar
Roach, Chemar Holder, Alzarri
Joseph and Raymon Reifer.

“I am delighted that
we are able to add
Shannon to the Test
squad. He has shown
that he is fit and ready, he
will add experi-
ence, firepower
and potency to
the bowling
unit,” Roger
H a r p e r ,
C r i c k e t
West Indies
selector said.

G a b r i e l

bowled in three innings
and grabbed eight wick-
ets for 122 runs. The 32-

year-old had made his Test
debut at the Lord’s in

May 2012 and
has so far

played 45
matches
t a k i n g
1 3 3
w i c k -
ets.
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Formula One world
champion Lewis

Hamilton posted the
fastest time in the first two
practice sessions for the
season-opening Austrian
Grand Prix on Friday.

The British driver
twice finished ahead of his
Mercedes teammate
Valtteri Bottas on the 4.3-
kilometer (2.7-mile) Red
Bull Ring circuit in
Spielberg nestled at the
foot of the Styrian moun-
tains in southern Austria.

Bottas was .356 sec-
onds behind Hamilton in
the damp and overcast

morning run and
improved to .197 back as
the track dried and
became warmer in the
afternoon. Late in that
session, however, he had
to return to the pits
because of a braking issue.

Red Bull driver Max

Verstappen, who has won
the past two races here,
was third quickest in the
first practice but slipped to
eighth in the second ses-
sion and encountered
oversteering problems.

Ferrari struggled for
speed in the morning with

Charles Leclerc 10th
quickest and Sebastian
Vettel only 12th, but
improved in the after-
noon with Vettel pushing
up to fourth behind Sergio
Perez in third. Perez’s
Racing Point team uses
Mercedes engines.

Although Vettel
showed good cornering
speed, he was still a some-
what distant .657 seconds
adrift of Hamilton’s time
in the second session.

Ferrari is racing with
the same car it used in pre-
season testing in February
and has not made any
upgrades, while Mercedes
and other teams have.
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Jose Mourinho claimed VAR will
make fans fall out of love with

football after Tottenham were the
victims of a controversial goal
reversal in their 3-1 defeat against
Sheffield United on Thursday.

Blades took the lead through
Sander Berge’s first-half strike at
Bramall Lane.

But Tottenham were denied an
equaliser moments later when
Harry Kane’s goal was chalked off
by VAR for a dubious handball
against Lucas Moura.

Lucas appeared to have the ball
kicked against his arm in the build-
up to Kane’s strike and Tottenham
manager Mourinho complained
angrily on the touchline. Lys
Mousset and Oli McBurnie rubbed

salt into Mourinho’s wounds as
they both netted for United
after the interval.

Kane’s last-minute goal was
no consolation for Tottenham,
who are now in grave danger of
missing out on next season’s
Champions League.
In a Premier League season

marred by VAR making debatable

calls too often, Mourinho said he
fears for the future of football if the
system is not addressed.

“I can only say that normally
I’m a professional guy on the bench
in these moments, I never complain
at the guy with the whistle because
it’s not the referee anymore,”
Mourinho said. “This is the start of
everything. I think the referee
should always be the man on the
pitch and the people in the office
should just support and assist.

“That’s not the way it is. The ref-
eree who is not very good on the
pitch, we cannot expect that he’s
good in the office.

“We’re going in a direction
that’s really bad for the beautiful
game, the game that everybody fell
in love with.”

Tottenham now sit nine points
behind fourth-placed Chelsea and
seven adrift of fifth-placed
Manchester United after their first
defeat since the restart.

While the Blades, winners for
the first time in five games follow-
ing the hiatus, moved two points
above Tottenham into seventh place,
keeping alive their hopes of quali-
fying for European action.
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Lionel Messi was reported on
Thursday to be planning to

leave Barcelona in 2021, but
Real Madrid coach Zinedine
Zidane was hoping the
Argentine maestro will stay in
Spain.

Messi’s current contract
expires next year and he has
halted negotiations due to frus-
trations with the direction of the
club, said Spanish radio station
Cadena Ser.

“I don’t know what will

happen but we hope not
because he is in this league and
we want the best in this league,”
said Real coach Zidane after-
wards, when asked about the
possibility of Messi leaving.
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������� ���� England all-
rounder Sam Curran on
Friday tested negative for
coronavirus, making him
eligible to return to training,
the country’s cricket board
announced.

The England and Wales
Cricket Board (ECB) said the
22-year-old will return to
training in a day or two.

Curran, who went into
self-isolation in his hotel
room at the Ageas Bowl
after he felt ill, had given his

sample on Thursday. PTI
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