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With the number of Covid-19
infections surging by the day,
the pandemic has prompted
the Andhra Pradesh govern-
ment to take help of the pri-
vate hospitals while fixing
the cost for treatment of sus-
pected and positive patients.

Accordingly, the treatment
package cost was finalised on
Wednesday on the basis of a
study conducted by a
Technical Committee consti-
tuted under the
Chairmanship of the Special
Chief Secretary, HM&FW
department.

The Technical Committee
has suggested the cost ceiling
for packages for treatment of
Covid-19 in designated
Covid-19 government and
private hospitals. 

The cost would also differ
between the hospitals which
are empanelled under
Aarogyasri and others. 

As per the cost
package set by
t h e
Government,
hospitals shall
charge Rs
3,250 per day
for non-criti-
cal Covid-19
treatment.

For critical care
Covid-19 ICU with-
out ventilator and without
NIV (Nasal O2, CPAP, BIPAP,
HFNO), hospitals  shall
charge Rs 5,480 per day and
for ICU with NIV (Nasal O2,
CPAP, BIPAP, HFNO), they
shall charge Rs 5,980 per day.

For patients requiring ICU
with ventilator support, the
hospitals shall charge Rs 9,580
per day and Rs 6,280 per day

for SEPSIS without ventilator.
For patients with SEPSIS
requiring ventilator support,
the cost shall be Rs 10,380 per
day and for Septic Shock/
MODS requiring ventilator
support, the per day cost shall
be Rs 10,380. 

In non-Aarogyasri hospi-
tals, if a patient prefers to stay
in a private room, an addi-
tional amount of Rs 600 will
be charged a part from the
price fixed for non-critical
Covid-19 cases.
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ALMANAC  

TODAY

Month & Paksham:

Ashadha & Krishna Paksha

Panchangam

Tithi : Chaturthi: 10:10 am

Nakshatram: Shatabhisha: 03:09 am 

(Next Day)

Time to Avoid: (Bad time to start 

any important work)

Rahukalam: 01:58 pm – 03:36 pm

Yamagandam: 05:51 am – 07:29 am

Varjyam: 09:01 am – 10:45 am

Gulika: 09:06 am - 10:43 am

Good Time: (to start any important work)

Amritakalam: 07:23 pm – 09:06 pm

Abhijit Muhurtham: 11:55 am – 12:47 pm

VIJAYAWADA

WEATHER
FFoorreeccaasstt:: Partly cloudy
Temp: 35/27
Humidity: 65%
Sunrise: 05.48 am
Sunset: 06.54 pm

PNS n VIJAYAWADA

Andhra Pradesh Chief
Minister YS Jaganmohan
Reddy on Wednesday eased
out three retired bureaucrats
holding crucial posts in the
CMO and re-allocated the
subjects to serving IAS officers,
making Principal Secretary
Praveen Prakash the estab-
lishment head. 

Interestingly, the order was
signed and issued by Praveen
Prakash himself. 

Immediately after Jagan
took over as the Chief Minister,
he had issued an order making
Ajey Kallam as head of CMO

and ordered him to allocate
subjects among officers. 

An internal Chief Minister's
Office order was issued on
Wednesday, wherein retired
IAS officers Ajeya Kallam, PV

Ramesh and J Murali have
been divested of their posts in
the CMO and the subjects
they were looking after were
re-allotted to other officers.

Lokesh requests
Jagan to put on
face mask

With the number of Covid-
19 infections increasing

by the day, Telugu Desam Party
national general secretary Nara
Lokesh on Wednesday ‘humbly’
appealled to Chief Minister YS
Jaganmohan Reddy not to set a
wrong precedent by continuing
to appear in public without a
face mask. Lokesh alleged that
the YSRCP Government was
indulging in a fake SMS Covid-
19 testing racket instead of cre-
ating awareness to protect peo-
ple. 

“Also, Jagan himself was per-
sonally flouting the rules and the
Central guidelines without
bothering to put on a face mask
in public,” Lokesh said.

He said that the CM was
moving about without wearing
a mask. “Is this the precedent he
wants to set for the ruling party
leaders? It is well known that on
many occasions, the YSRCP
leaders acted as 'super spread-
ers' of the deadly virus with their
irresponsible rallies and meet-
ings,” the TDP leader added.

Indian Navy repatriates 3,992 Indians by sea
PNS n VISAKHAPATNAM

Operation Samudra Setu,
which was launched on May 5
as part of the national effort to
repatriate Indian citizens from
overseas during the Covid-19
pandemic has culminated
after successfully bringing
3,992 Indian citizens back to
their homeland by sea.

Indian Naval Ships Jalashwa
(Landing Platform Dock), and
Airavat, Shardul and Magar
(Landing Ship Tanks) partic-
ipated in this operation which
lasted over 55 days and
involved traversing more than
23,000 kilometres by sea. 

Indian Navy has previous-
ly undertaken similar evacu-
ation operations as part of

Operation Sukoon in 2006
(Beirut) and Operation Rahat

in 2015 (Yemen). The Covid-
19 pandemic has had a signif-
icant impact on ships and
seafarers due to the compact
environment and forced ven-
tilation systems onboard ships.  

It was in these trying times
and difficult conditions that
the Indian Navy took up the
challenge to evacuate our dis-
tressed citizens from over-
seas.

The greatest challenge for
the Indian Navy was to avoid
any incident of outbreak of
infection onboard the ships
during the evacuation opera-
tion. Rigorous measures were
planned and medical/ safety
protocols unique to the oper-
ating environment of ships
were implemented.  

CM releases book on
YSR by Vijayamma
PNS n VIJAYAWADA

Chief Minister YS
Jaganmohan Reddy on
Wednesday released the book
‘Naalo..Naatho, YSR’ the mem-
oirs penned by his mother YS
Vijayalakshmi on the life of
late chief minister YS
Rajasekhar Reddy on the lat-
ter’s 71st birth anniversary.

Speaking on this occasion,
Jagan said that his mother
Vijayamma has recalled her

times and memories with YS
Rajasekhar Reddy and wrote
this book.

“Public knew my father as a
great leader, great politician,
but in this book my mother has
written some facts about the
great leader which the outside
world doesn’t know. She por-
trayed YS Rajasekhar Reddy as
a good father, good husband,
and great leader, with her 37
year journey with YSR.”

Jagan lays foundation stone for
125-ft Ambedkar statue in Vja
PNS n VIJAYAWADA

Chief Minister YS Jaganmohan
Reddy has laid foundation
stone for a 125-feet tall statue
of BR Ambedkar at Swaraj
Maidan in heart of Vijayawada
city.

Speaking through video-
conference here on Wednesday

the Chief Minister said that the
statue would be constructed in
a 20 acre memorial park so
that everyone would remem-
ber the services of BR
Ambedkar. 

He said Ambedkar was a
great force in the country’s
social, economic and political
spheres. 

He directed Minister for
Social Welfare Viswaswaroop
to develop the park in such a
way that it would attract peo-
ple from all over the state with
its beautiful ambience, other
ministers and MLAs partici-
pated in the video conference
from the venue of the park. 

PNS n NEW DELHI

The Supreme Court
Wednesday said it intends to
dispose of in couple of weeks
a batch of pleas, including one
filed by Andhra Pradesh gov-
ernment, challenging the State
High Court order that struck
down an ordinance curtailing
the tenure of the state poll
panel chief from five to three
years.

A bench of Chief Justice S A
Bobde and Justices R Subhash
Reddy and A S Bopanna said
it would not pass any interim
order and would dispose of the

pleas in next two to three
weeks.

Senior advocate Rakesh
Dwivedi, appearing
for the Andhra
Pradesh govern-
ment, said that
during the peri-
od governor
may be request-
ed to appoint an
interim State
E l e c t i o n
Commissioner as
election work in the state
has been put on hold.

The bench refused to pass
any directions and posted the

matter after three weeks.
On June 10, the top court
had refused to stay the order

of the High Court strik-
ing down an ordi-

nance promulgated
by the Andhra
Pradesh govern-
ment curtailing
the tenure of the
state poll panel

chief from five
years to three.
It had issued notices

and sought response from
the State Election Commission
(SEC) and Nimmagadda
Ramesh Kumar, who was

restored as state poll panel
chief.

The top court had agreed to
hear the plea of state govern-
ment challenging the recent
decision of Andhra Pradesh
High Court striking down the
ordinance and asked Kumar
and others to file their response
in two weeks.

It had said that there are
some constitutional issues
involved, which require hear-
ing. The top court had said it
was not satisfied that the
motives of the state govern-
ment were entirely innocent.

SC order on ordinance in SEC case in 2-3 weeks

Work on various projects
at IIIT-RK Valley starts
PNS n VIJAYAWADA

Chief Minister YS
Jaganmohan Reddy on
Wednesday unveiled a statue
of his father and former chief
minister Dr YS Rajashekar
Reddy and further laid foun-
dation stones for various
developmental projects at IIIT-
RK Valley here on Wednesday.

The Chief Minister inaugu-
rated a new academic block in
IIIT-RK Valley campus which
was built with an estimated
cost of Rs 139.83 crore. 

The new academic block
houses seven engineering

departments along with the
library, student activity centre
and canteen facilities.

The Chief Minister also
inaugurated three solar power
plants with 1 MW production
capacity by each plant.
Through these solar power
units, the institution is likely
to save Rs 1.51 crore every year
on power charges.

Elsewhere, the Chief
Minister laid a foundation
stone for the construction of
a computer centre, which
would house four computer
labs and two lecture halls. 

1,062 new Covid cases in
AP, tally climbs to 22,259 

A
ddition of 1,062 fresh Covid-19 cases in Andhra Pradesh
took the total infections in the state to 22,259, while a
record 1,332 patients were discharged from hospitals on

Wednesday. The overall coronavirus toll rose to 264 as
12 new casualties were reported in the last 24 hours, a
government bulletin said. In all, 11,101 patients had
recovered from the viral infection in the state, leaving
10,894 active cases. East Godavari joined Kurnool,
Anantapur and Guntur in the list of districts having

more than 2,000 cases each. Chittoor, Kadapa, Krishna
and West Godavari districts have over 1,000 cases each.

After a significant fall over the last fortnight, the recovery
rate increased slightly to 49.87 percent. After 10.77 lakh people

were tested, the positivity rate also climbed to 2.07 percent.

Ajey Kallam, PV Ramesh,
Murali eased out of CMO

Rich tributes
paid to YSR
on 71st birth
anniversary
PNS n VIJAYAWADA

Rich tributes were paid across
the State to former chief min-
ister YS Rajasekhara Reddy on
his 71st birth anniversary on
Wednesday. Chief Minister
YS Jaganmohan Reddy paid
tribute to his father YS
Rajasekhar Reddy at
Idupulapaya along with fam-
ily members at the YSR Ghat.

In an emotional post on
Twitter, CM said, "On this 71st
birthday, everyone remem-
bers his valuable services. He
lives forever in the hearts of the
people through his schemes
Aarogyasri, fee reimburse-
ment, 108 ambulances and
free electricity to farmers. We
are happy to celebrate YSR
birthday as Farmer's Day”.

YS Vijayalakshmi, YS
Sharmila Reddy, YS Bharati
Reddy, close family members
along with YV Subba Reddy,
G Srikanth Reddy, Minister A
Suresh were among those who
paid tributes to YSR.

Total cost per day for non-critical and critical
care for Covid- 19 cases in hospitals in AP

S. CATEGORY TREATMENT RATE 
NO PER DAY

1 Non Critical Non Critical Covid-19 3250*
Covid-19 Treatment per day

2 ICUwithout ventilator &without NIV
(Nasal O2, CPAP, BIPAP, HFNO) per day 5480

3 ICU with NIV (Nasal O2, CPAP, 
BIPAP, HFNO) per day 5980

4 ICU with ventilator per day 9580

5 SEPSIS without ventilator per day 6280

6 SEPSIS with ventilator per day 10380

7 Septic Shock/ MODS with 
ventilator perday 10380

Ajeya KKallam PV RRamesh J MMurali

Critical
Care
Covid-19

YSRCP honorary president YS Vijayalakshmi kisses her son and Chief Minister
YS Jaganmohan Reddy at the book release function on Wednesday.

Indian Naval Ships Jalashwa (Landing Platform
Dock), and Airavat, Shardul and Magar (Landing
Ship Tanks) participated in this operation which
lasted over 55 days and involved traversing more
than 23,000 kilometres by sea

Covid treatment brought under
Arogyasri, Govt fixes charges
l Govt also allows state-run hospitals to charge for ventilator support
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7-DAY LOCKDOWN FOR NOW IN
BENGAL, WILL EXTEND IF NEEDED

UP COP ACCUSED OF TIPPING OFF
GANGSTER DUBEY ON RAID ARRESTED

S
uspended Uttar Pradesh police inspector Vinay Tiwari, accused of
tipping off gangster Vikas Dubey to a raid last week that turned into a

massacre in which eight policemen were killed, was arrested today.
Vinay Tiwari was in charge of the Chaubeypur police station with
jurisdiction over Vikas Dubey's village in Kanpur and had
allegedly watered down charges against him in earlier
cases. "We have made the arrests after a lot of evidence
collection. If anyone attacks the police or prevents us
from working or conspires to get a policeman
attacked, we will take action even if it is a fellow cop,"
said Dinesh Kumar P, Kanpur police chief.

BJP LEADER, FAMILY SHOT 
DEAD BY TERRORISTS IN J&K

J
ammu and Kashmir BJP leader Sheikh Wasim, his father and
brother were killed by terrorists late Wednesday night in the union

territory's Bandipore district. J&K Police said Mr Wasim, and his
family, were attacked while sitting outside a shop and
suffered injuries. They were rushed to hospital,
where they were pronounced dead. "Terrorists fired
on BJP worker Wasim Bari at Bandipora. During
indiscriminate firing Wasim Bari, his father Bashir
Ahmad and brother Umer Bashir got injured and
shifted to hospital, but all three succumbed to their
injuries," J&K Police tweeted.

B
engal Chief Minister Mamata Banerjee played down the new
lockdown that will come into force from 5 pm tomorrow across

containment zones of the state, saying there is no need to make a
mountain out of molehill. The lockdown will be in force
for seven days and extended if necessary, she said.
She also rejected the list of new containment zones
for the South 24 Parganas district, because too
many areas were included. "You can't lock down a
whole district," she said after examining the list at a
televised meeting with her officials and doctors
from government hospitals. 

CABINET APPROVES RENTAL HOUSING
FOR URBAN MIGRANTS, POOR

T
he Union Cabinet on Wednesday approved development of Affordable
Rental Housing Complexes for urban migrants and poor as a sub-

scheme under the Pradhan Mantri Awas Yojana-Urban, the government
said. As part of the scheme, existing vacant government-funded housing
complexes will be converted into Affordable
Rental Housing Complex (ARHC). An
expenditure of Rs 600 crore is estimated in
the form of "technology innovation grant", an
official spokesperson said on Twitter after the
Cabinet meeting. He said three lakh
beneficiaries will be covered initially.
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Business Development Units
to boost freight business
PNS n VIJAYAWADA

Continuing with the sus-
tained focus being given on
increasing the freight busi-
ness carried out by the
Railways, as per the direc-
tions of the Railway Board,
Business Development Unit
(BDU) is  set  up at
Vijayawada Division of SCR.

The focus of these BDUs is
to double the freight carried
by Railways by 2024, with
particular focus in strength-
ening Railway’s share in
existing traffic while at the
same time strongly foraying
into miscellaneous non-bulk
goods traffic.

As part of it, P Srinivas,
Divisional Railway Manager,
Vijayawada Division, South
Central  R ai lway has
approved setting up of a
multi-disciplinary Business
Development Unit at Zonal
Divisional Level comprising
of V. Anjaneyalu Senior
Divis ional  Operat ions
Manager, the coordinator of
the BDU and P. Bhaskar
Reddy, Senior Divisional
Commercial Manager; K.
Srinivas, Senior Divisional
Mechanical Engineer and
Chandrasekhar,  Senior

Divisional Finance Manager
as  its  members .The
Committee organised a web
meeting with the esteemed
customers on July 8. 

The committee explained
the various policies in force
on Rail Booking, especially
the New Round Trip Tariff
policy which is being availed
by Bharathi Cements, Jindal
Steels from Krishnapatnam

Port Siding to their units.
The customers assured to
extend their support in
improvement of loading.

There will be frequent
interactions with the trade
and industry to understand
the existing pattern of goods
transportation and explore
the possibility of attracting
additional freight traffic to
railways. The BDU will also

serve as a nodal point for
speedy operationalisation of
any new traffic proposals.

Waltair Division 
Business unit

Similarly, Waltair Division of
East Coast Railway has come
forward to set up Business
Development Units. With a
foresight to tap miscellaneous
non-bulk goods, a multi disci-
plinary Business Development
Unit comprising officers from
Operations, Commercial,
Finance and Mechanical
departments coordinated by
Senior Divisional Operations
Manager , Waltair. This group
will have frequent interactions
with trade and industry enti-
ties. Interested parties may
send proposals which will be
analysed and developed for
future business purposes. At
Waltair Division KVSRK
Kishore, Senior Divisional
Operations Manager is the
Coordinator for this Business
Development unit, interested
may contact Number is
8978080900. It will facilitate
industry, trade representatives,
and rail freight customers to
get in touch with the Railways
at appropriate zonal and divi-
sional levels.  

Rana Daggubati
clocks 4 mn
followers on
Instagram
PNS n HYDERABAD

Actor Rana Daggubati on
Wednesday amassed over 4
mil l ion fol lowers on
Instagram and thanked his
fans for their support.

The 35-year-old actor also
shared a screenshot of his
profile on the photo-video-
sharing platform and wrote
"now the force is 4 million".

"Thank you for the
power," the "Baahubali" star
said.

Daggubati will next be
seen in the action spectacle
"Haathi Mere Saathi", which
was postponed due to the
coronavirus-induced nation-
wide lockdown.

Directed by Prabhu
Solomon, the movie was
scheduled to be released on
April 2 in Hindi, Tamil and
Telugu.
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The committee explained the various policies in

force on Rail Booking, especially the New

Round Trip Tariff policy which is being availed

by Bharathi Cements, Jindal Steels from

Krishnapatnam Port Siding to their units. The

customers assured to extend their support in

improvement of loading

IOC resumes work on Rs 1.04 L cr worth of projects 
PNS n NEW DELHI

Indian Oil Corporation (IOC),
the nation's biggest oil firm, on
Wednesday said with easing of
lockdown restrictions, it has
resumed work on projects
worth Rs 1.04 lakh crore which
will help address future energy
demand as well as kickstart the
economy.

IOC said it is on track to
achieve its planned capital
spending of Rs 26,143 crore in
the fiscal to March 2021, but
future capex depends on long-
term demand potential in the
country.

"Since the easing of the lock-
down, IOC has commenced
works on 336 projects...at an
anticipated project cost totalling
to Rs 1.04 lakh crore," the
company said in a statement.

The government is falling
back on public sector compa-
nies to revive the economy, hit
hard by the COVID-19 pan-
demic, and is pushing them to
front load their capital spend-
ing which will help generate

demand in industry as well as
create jobs.

"The amount spent on these
(336) ongoing projects is about
1,764 crore till the end of June
2020. Additionally, more than
50 projects have also resumed
since July 1, 2020," IOC said.

IOC said it is targeting a
capex of Rs 26,143 crore during
financial year 2020-21, and in
the first quarter achieved
expenditure of Rs 2,674 crore,
overcoming various issues faced
on-ground due to the coron-

avirus pandemic.
These projects are crucial

from the perspective of address-
ing future energy demands as
well as employment generation
while kickstarting the economy
with a focus on 'Atmanirbhar
Bharat', it said. The FY21 capex
is "on track," it said. "IOC's
future capex plans depend on
long-term demand potential
in the country."

The nation's largest oil refin-
ing and marketing company
said it resumed works at vari-

ous project sites across the
country after the easing of
lockdown from April 20 and
more projects got added as
restrictions were eased month
after month.

"These mega projects would
not only boost the economy,
ensure smooth supply of petro-
leum products across the nation
and also provide much-needed
relief to the people looking to
get back to work after the lock-
down," it said, adding that 13.3
lakh man-days of work were
generated in these projects dur-
ing April 20 to June 30, and Rs
276 crore was spent on this
account.

Major pipeline projects
where works have resumed
include the Rs 3,338 crore

Paradip-Hyderabad products
pipeline, which traverses 1,212-
km through Odisha, Andhra
Pradesh and Telangana.

Work also resumed on the Rs
3,028 crore augmentation of
Paradip-Haldia-Durgapur LPG
pipeline and its extension to
Patna and Muzaffarpur, which
traverses 678-km through
Odisha, Jharkhand, West
Bengal, and Bihar, and the Rs
6,025 crore Ennore-Tiruvallur-
Bangalore-Pondicherry-
Nagapatt inam-Madurai-
Tuticorin R-LNG pipeline,
which travels 1,170-km
through Tamil Nadu, Andhra
Pradesh, Puducherry, and
Karnataka.

Works have also commenced
at major marketing infrastruc-

ture projects like LPG import
facilities at Kochi (Rs 714.25
crore), LPG import facilities at
Paradip (Rs 690 crore), capac-
ity augmentation of Kandla
import terminal from 0.6 mil-
lion tonnes per annum to 2.5
mmtpa (Rs 730.2 crore), con-
struction of oil terminal at
Motihari (Rs 522 crore) and
pipeline tap of point (TOP) ter-
minal at Hyderabad (Rs 611
crore).

Barauni Refinery expansion,
including the petrochemical
plant (Rs 14,810 crore), and
ethylene glycol project at
Paradip refinery (Rs 5,654
crore) are some of the refinery
projects underway.

"Gearing up to ramp up
activities, IOC is taking all
necessary precautions to ensure
that its entire workforce is
aligned to the 'new normal' and
detailed advisories issued from
time to time, for the safety and
health of the employees and
workers during these COVID
times, are being strictly fol-
lowed," IOC said.

IOC said it is targeting a capex of Rs 26,143

crore during financial year 2020-21, and in the

first quarter achieved expenditure of Rs 2,674

crore, overcoming various issues faced on-

ground due to the coronavirus pandemic

PNS n VISAKHAPATNAM

Dredging Corporation of India
Limited (DCIL), under a con-
sortium of Visakhapatnam
Port Trust, Paradeep Port
Trust, Jawaharlal Nehru Port
Trust and Deendayal Port
Trust on Wednesday has cau-
tioned the public against fake
job offers. 

DCIL noticed that some
unscrupulous elements are
issuing fraudulent or bogus
interview call letters to job
aspirants demanding monetary
consideration. These types of
fraud tend to occur through
individuals, groups, online ser-
vices including bogus web-
sites or through unsolicited

emails. The aim of the fraud-
sters is to mislead a candidate
into believing that he is apply-
ing for, or obtaining employ-
ment with DCIL and DCIL
fleet. These individuals or

agents try to lure the gullible
candidates with fake call letters
or job offers with an aim to
obtain money or personal
information from them.

DCIL added that process of

its recruitment is transparent,
objective and designed to pick
up best qualified and promis-
ing individuals purely on merit
basis. DCIL does not charge
any money in lieu of offering
a job or appointment except by
way of application fees as may
be prescribed and by the mode
specified in its advertisements.

DCIL recruits candidates by
notifying the vacancies and by
hosting the same on its web-
sites www.dredge-india.com.
The selections are made by fol-
lowing a well defined, transpar-
ent and time bound selection
process which is largely e-
enabled and the entire process
is carried out by its recruitment
department directly.

DCIL warns against fake job offers

Govt told to look into illegal ashrams, bogus babas
PNS n NEW DELHI

The Supreme Court
Wednesday asked Solicitor
General Tushar Mehta to look
into a plea seeking action
against illegal ashrams run by
bogus Babas' across the coun-
try and rescuing women from
jail-like conditions in
Adhyatimik Vidyalaya' at
Rohini here.

"Look into this, what can be
done. This gives a bad name to
everyone," the top court told
Mehta.

A bench of Chief Justice S A
Bobde and Justices R Subhash
Reddy and A S Bopanna asked
the copy of the petition to be
served to Mehta and posted the
matter after two weeks.

The plea filed by one
Dumpala Ramreddy claimed in

his petition that his daughter, a
post-doctoral scholar from
Iowa State University, USA,
has been living in a jail-like
condition from July 2015 in
Adhyatmika Vidyalaya', found-
ed allegedly by a rape accused.

He said the founder of the
ashram has been declared as

absconding for about three
years and a Joint Committee
formed by the Delhi High
Court had submitted a report
giving details of the pathetic
conditions prevailing in the
ashram run by Veerendar Dev
Dixit.

The plea said the apex body

of sages — 'Akhil Bhartiya
Akhada Parishad' -- has
declared a list of 17 fake babas'
in the country which include
the name of Veerendar Dev
Dixit. Ramreddy, apperaring in
person, sought rescuing of his
daughter along with about 170
women inmates from
Adhyatmika Vidyalaya as it
was done in the case of inmates
of jails across the country.

Take stringent action on 17
illegal Ashrams in India run by
bogus Babas ... , his plea said,
adding, that hundreds/thou-
sands of disciples are residing

in 17 fake ashrams in the coun-
try and national capital and his
daughter is one among such
persons trapped by these fake
babas'.

That due to inaction of the
Respondents and government
authorities, fake Babas' are run-
ning the ashrams and trapping
the innocent people particular-
ly women.

"Thousands of women have
been forced to stay in the
ashrams and they were given
drugs and narcotics so that they
will not leave the place, he
alleged in his plea.

Army asks its soldiers
to quit FB, Instagram
PNS n NEW DELHI

The Indian Army wants its
personnel to refrain from
social media apps for any
kind of official or personal
communication.

On Wednesday, citing secu-
rity reasons, the Indian Army
asked its personnel to delete
their accounts from 89 social
media apps by July 15 or face
action. Some of these apps are
Facebook, Instagram, TikTok,
Snapchat, songs.pk, WeChat,
Hike, Likee, Shareit, True

Caller, PUBG, Tinder, accord-
ing to latest reports.

"In view of the exponential
increase in the number of
cases being targeted by hostile
intelligence agencies and exist-
ing vulnerabilities, the use of
Facebook accounts by Army
persons is banned. Hence, the
existing accounts are required
to be deleted and not left
deactivated. Any service per-
sons found on Facebook/using
banned sites post-July 15 will
be reported," the Indian Army
said today.

PNS n NEW DELHI

The Union Cabinet on
Wednesday approved a propos-
al to extend the scheme for the
payment of employers and
employees' PF contributions
for three months until August.

Finance Minister Nirmala
Sitharaman had announced
the extension of the benefit in
May this year under the
Pradhan Mantri Garib Kalyan
Yojana (PMGKY) amid the
COVID-19 pandemic.

"Cabinet has approved the
extension of the scheme where
the government pays contribu-
tions of employees and employ-
ers till August," Union Minister
Prakash Javadekar told
reporters after the Cabinet
meeting on Wednesday.

Under the Pradhan Mantri
Garib Kalyan Package, the pay-
ment of 12 per cent of employ-
er and 12 per cent employee
contribution was made into
EPF accounts.

For the wage months of June,
July and August, 2020, the
scheme will cover all the estab-
lishments having up to 100
employees and 90 per cent of
such employees earning less
than Rs 15,000 monthly wage.

The benefit was provided
earlier for salary months of
March, April and May 2020.

This support is extended by
another three months to salary
months of June, July and
August 2020.

"The Union Cabinet chaired
by the Prime Minister Narendra
Modi today has given its
approval for extending the con-
tribution both 12 per cent
employees' share and 12 per
cent employers' share under
Employees Provident Fund,
totalling 24 per cent for anoth-
er three months from June to
August, 2020, as part of the
package announced by the gov-
ernment under Pradhan Mantri
Garib Kalyan Yojana
(PMGKY)/ Aatmanirbhar
Bharat in the light of COVID-
19, a pandemic," an official
statement said

"The approval is in addition
to the existing scheme for the
wage months of March to May,

2020 approved on April 15,
2020. The total estimated
expenditure is Rs 4,860 crore.
Over 72 lakh employees in
3.67 lakh establishments will be
benefitted," the statement said.

Javadekar said that the deci-
sion has been taken to facilitate
more take-home salary for
employees and give relief to
employers in payment of PF
dues. The government had
imposed lockdown on March
25 to fight the deadly COVID-
19.

The extension of the benefit
will provide liquidity relief to
3.67 lakh establishments.

The statement said that the
government will provide a bud-
getary support of Rs 4,800
crore for 2020-21 for this pur-
pose. The beneficiaries entitled
for 12 per cent employers' con-
tribution for the months of June
to August, 2020 under Pradhan
Mantri Rozgar Protsahan
Yojana (PMRPY) will be
excluded to prevent overlapping
benefit. Due to prolonged lock-
down, it was felt that business-
es continue to face financial cri-
sis as they get back to work.
Therefore, the Finance Minister,
as part of Aatmanirbhar Bharat,
announced on May 13, 2020
that the EPF support for busi-
ness and workers will be
extended by another three

Cabinet okays extension
of PF sharing till August

The plea said the apex body of sages — 'Akhil

Bhartiya Akhada Parishad' — has declared a list

of 17 fake babas' in the country which include

the name of Veerendar Dev Dixit

France's ADP to
acquire stake in
GMR's airport biz
PNS n NEW DELHI

France's Groupe ADP has
infused Rs 4,565 crore, which
is the second tranche of invest-
ment, in GMR Airports
Limited (GAL) to conclude its
deal to purchase a total of 49
per cent shareholding in the
company, said an official state-
ment.

The GAL manages airports
at Delhi and Hyderabad. On
February 21, the company had
announced that Groupe ADP
would acquire 49 per cent
stake in it for ?10,780 crore.

In its first tranche of invest-
ment, Groupe ADP had paid
Rs 5,248 crore on February 26
to the GAL to purchase 24.99
per cent in it.

A press release by GMR
Infrastructure said on Tuesday:
"The contours of the deal have
however undergone slight
modifications considering the
unprecedented circumstances
arisen due to the pandemic."

"As per the revised Share
Purchase Agreement, the sec-
ond tranche of the investment
for 24.01% of GAL has been
structured in two parts: 1) A
firm amount, immediately paid

at second closing, for a total of
Rs. 4,565 Crore, including Rs.
1,000 Crore equity infusion in
GAL. 2) Earn-outs amounting
to Rs 1,060 Crore, subject to the
achievement of certain perfor-
mance related targets by GAL
upto FY2024," it added.

These earn-outs are linked to
the achievement of certain
agreed operating performance
metrics as well as the receipt of
certain regulatory clarifica-
tions over the next 5 years, the
release noted.

The amount of Rs. 4,565
Crore towards second and final
tranche payment from Groupe
ADP has been received, it
mentioned.

This money will primarily be
used in servicing the debt
which will help deleverage
GMR Group further and result
in improved cash flows and
profitability, it added.

"As part of the terms of
transaction, GMR will retain
management control over the
Airports Business with Groupe
ADP having the customary
rights and Board representa-
tion at GMR Airports 
Limited and it's key sub-
sidiaries," it stated.

TS reports 1924, inching 30K
PNS n HYDERABAD

In yet another biggest single-
day spike, 1,924 COVID-19
positive cases were reported in
Telangana on Wednesday, tak-
ing the total number of cases
to 29,536. Among the fresh
cases, 1,590 are in GHMC, 99
in Rangareddy and 43 in
Medchal. Among the samples

tested on Wednesday, every
third person tested positive for
the virus. In all 17,279 patients
have been discharged so far
upon recovery, including 992
patients on Wednesday. With
11 deaths on Wednesday, so far
324 patients have died. Till
now 1,34,801 samples have
been tested, of which 1,05,265
proved negative.  
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LG Polymers officials remanded
to 14 days judicial custody
PNS n VISAKHAPATNAM

LG Polymers CEO Sunkey
Jeong, technical director DS
Kim and general manager P
Poorna Chandra Mohana Rao,
among the 12 persons who
were arrested on Tuesday in
connection with the LG
Polymers gas tragedy at RR
Venkatapuram in
Visakhapatnam, were remand-
ed to judicial custody on
Wednesday.

They were produced before
the magistrate through video-
conference by the police and
sent to 14 days judicial
remand.

The accused were medical-
ly examined at King George
Hospital. The police have reg-
istered a case under Sections
304(2), 278, 284, 285, 337,
338 of Indian Penal Code
(IPC).

The arrests are the result of
an official investigation by the
High Power Committee
formed by AP government to
look into the cause of the
styrene gas leak. The panel
found evidence of negligence
and poor safety standards.

It may be recalled that leak-
age of styrene vapour from
South Korean owned LG

Polymers Private India Private
Limited led to the death of 12
people, including two chil-
dren, and left over 585 people
hospitalised with various ail-
ments on May 7.

Based on the complaint
from Village Revenue Officer
(VRO) of Venkatapuram, MV
Subba Rao, Gopalapatnam
police in Vizag on May 7
evening registered a case
against the LG Polymers. 

A case was registered under
Section 278, 284, 285 of IPC
(deals with the negligent act of
release gas obnoxious to air),
Section 337 and 338 of IPC
(rash and negligent act leading
to injuries) and Section 304(2)
culpable homicide not

amounting to murder.
HPC clearly pointed out

that in December 2019, the M6
tank in LG Polymers from
which the styrene vapour
leaked out had gone a major
design change which disrupt-
ed the circulation and mixing
system in the tank. 

The HPC also said that on
April 24, the tank gave initial
signs of polymerisation,
which has led to a high
increase in temperature in
the tank and leakage of
styrene vapour. 

If the company would have
taken it as a warning sign and
corrective action taken then
the disaster could have been
averted, the report said.

It's ‘Farmers Betrayal Day’, says TDP MLA
PNS n AMARAVATI

Telugu Desam Party MLA
Nimmala Rama Naidu on
Wednesday said YS
Jaganmohan Reddy govern-
ment and the ruling YSRCP
leaders have no moral right to
celebrate the 'Rythu
Dinotsavam' in Andhra
Pradesh considering the ill
effects of their reverse regime
on the state agriculture.

Rama Naidu said if
Polavaram project was com-
pleted by now as planned by
the previous Government, all
districts would have got ade-
quate irrigation water by now.
“The entire state would have
become drought-free. But
Jagan's reserve tender has
delayed and raised permanent
doubts on the project,” he said.

Addressing a press confer-
ence here, Rama Naidu said
“Today should be observed as
'Farmers'  Betrayal Day'
because YSRCP didn't spend
a single nor used a single
cement bag in any irrigation
project in its one year rule.
There were no remunerative
prices for crops. Not support
was given and no funds were
provided to the Rs 3,000 crore
price stabilisation programme.
The man-made crisis caused
starvation of farmers and also
suicide,” he said.

The TDP MLA deplored
that the women farmers were
dragged, humiliated and beat-
en for taking part in the
Amaravati Capital city agita-
tion. As many as 68 farmers
committed suicide as the
Jaganmohan Reddy regime
made a mockery of the sacri-
fice of their ancestral lands by
destroying the Amaravati pro-
ject, he alleged. 

“With police cases, lath-
icharge and harassment, the
government put severe hard-
ships on the farmers. This
showed the utter disregard of
the government for people's
problems,” the MLA said.

Rama Naidu said while in
Opposition, Jagan called
Pattiseema as 'Vattiseema' (use-
less project) but after coming
to power, the Chief Minister
realised that Pattiseema is
'Neeruseema' (water project)
and was forced to use it under
pressure from the farmers.
“Also, the YSRCP government
didn't give a single rupee sub-
sidy for farm mechanisation,
whereas, the Chandrababu
Naidu regime gave 50 per cent
to 75 per cent subsidy for
tractors, oil engines, harvesters,
etc.,” he said.

The TDP MLA asserted that
when in power, his party com-

pleted up to 71 per cent of
Polavaram works by 2019 as
against the only 7 per cent
works completed till 2014.
“YSRCP failed to make any
progress till now. The works
were now given to the CM's
favoured contractors who have
expertise only to set up lifts and
pumps but not in constructing
huge projects. This posed a big
risk to the state farmers in gen-
eral and the Godavari farmers
in particular,” he claimed.

Continued from Page 1

Earlier, reflecting on the
gravity of the situation, the
state government had instruct-
ed the private hospitals to start
the isolated rooms, wards or
blocks to treat the suspected
Covid – 19 cases duly follow-
ing the safety measures.

The cost ceiling fixed by the
government would also leave
no scope for the private hospi-
tals to take advantage of the sit-
uation and fleece the patients.

Considering that the State is
still in the midst of the pan-
demic, all private hospitals
shall be classified as—(A)
Exclusive Covid Treatment
Hospitals, (B) Hospitals that
treat both Covid-19 and non-
Covid cases and (C) Hospitals
for treatment of ailments other
than Covid-19. 

Private hospitals shall be
notified by the Government
/District Collector as one of the
categories and shall remain so
until further review and revi-
sion based on the evolving cir-
cumstances.      

The Category- B hospitals
with more than 70 bed capac-
ity must earmark a floor or a
block or a ward to treat the
Covid-19 cases as and when

sent by the district administra-
tion or patients approach on
their own and such hospitals
can continue to serve non
Covid-19 cases also, duly fol-
lowing the strict safety precau-
tionary measure like separate
blocks for the two categories,
with separate entry, treatment

area and exit for patients and
staff. 

In the case, if the hospital is
not empanelled under
Aarogyasri Scheme, such hos-
pitals can charge the patients as
per the rates fixed by the gov-
ernment.

The Category A Hospitals

can claim the bills through the
Aarogyasri and provide treat-
ment to the Covid-19 cases on
cashless basis. 

For designated Covid-19
private hospitals, the PPE
charges will not be paid as long
as they are provided by the
Government. For designated
Covid-19 Government hospi-
tals, the PPE and stay cost per
day will not be paid. However,
Rs 2,000 can be claimed for
ventilator support cases.

Website to check vacancy of
beds

The Commissioner of
Family Welfare shall establish
a web portal that would
enable the District Collector
to monitor the allocation of
beds, their utilisation, deploy-
ment of human resources, in
both government and pri-
vate hospitals (Category A
and B). This would enable
rational management of the
beds and manpower. He shall
also establish an appropriate
referral system to prevent
waiting and overcrowding of
patients.

The CEO, Dr YSRAHCT
should empanel all Category
Hospital providing cashless
treatment to the Covid-19
patients under the scheme.

Cost of Covid-19 treatment
in govt, pvt hospitals fixed

The TDP MLA
deplored that the
women farmers
were dragged,
humiliated and
beaten for taking
part in the
Amaravati Capital
city agitation. As
many as 68 farmers
committed suicide
as the Jaganmohan
Reddy regime made
a mockery of the
sacrifice of their
ancestral lands by
destroying the
Amaravati project,
he alleged

Lokesh requests Jagan
to put on face mask

Continued from Page 1

Lokesh asked whether
there was one rule for the CM
and another for the common
man. 

The latest comments of
Lokesh assumed significance
in the light of allegations that
the Chief Minister was con-
tinuing his initial complacent
mindset towards the virus
preventive campaigns regard-
less of the epidemic threaten-
ing to pose bigger dangers.

The TDP has been object-
ing to the adamant attitude of
the YSRCP since the day the

epidemic broke. “Everybody
knows that Jagan doesn't care
for any advice, both from
inside or outside. He has got
dozens of advisors drawing
astronomical salaries from
people's treasury but none of
them is ever seen being con-
sulted by the CM on any
issue. Even a time as danger-
ous as the world is facing now
is being seen as normal, and
coronavirus is being por-
trayed as a disease that comes
and goes. This is evident
from Jagan's paracetamol and
bleaching powder comments,”
Lokesh said.  

Continued from Page 1

Kallam, who retired as the
state Chief Secretary, was
once the Principal Advisor to
the Chief Minister during
Jagan’s initial days in the
post, but the former subse-
quently fell out with the lat-
ter, official sources said.

Same was the case with
Ramesh, who was continued as
Additional Chief Secretary to
the CM after retirement last

year. He came to state from the
Centre after holding presti-
gious Rural Electrification
Corporation chairman post.
Ramesh was the main person
handling Covid-19 manage-
ment in the state till now.

Murali, the junior-most,
was made special secretary to
the Chief  Minister  and
allowed to continue after
retirement last year.

"When he became the
Chief Minister for the first

time in May last year, he
needed some guiding hands
to run the administration
and he relied on the likes of
Kallam and Ramesh. Since he
gained a grip on the admin-
istration in the last one year,
Jagan probably no longer felt
he needed the services of
retired bureaucrats," the
senior bureaucrat observed
on the shake-up in the CMO.

Now, as per the fresh order,
Praveen, a 1994-batch IAS

officer, will lead the CMO
with Solomon Arokia Raj
(2000 batch) as Secretary
and K Dhananjay Reddy
(2006)  as  Addit ional
Secretary to the CM.

Heading the CMO estab-
lishment, Praveen will also
handle the crucial subject of
Centre-State relations besides
Home, Revenue and Finance.

Sources said there is a pro-
posal to bring in a senior IPS
officer into the CMO.

Ajey Kallam, PV Ramesh, Murali
eased out of CMO

SC order on
ordinance in
SEC case in 
2-3 weeks

Continued from Page 1

On May 29, the High Court
had struck down the
Ordinance promulgated on
April 10 by the YS Jaganmohan
Reddy government, curtailing
the tenure of the SEC from five
to three years.

It also quashed a
Government Order appointing
retired judge V Kanagaraj as the
new chief and restored retired
bureaucrat Ramesh Kumar as
chief of the state poll panel.

Justice V Kanagaraj, a retired
judge of the Madras High
Court, had assumed charge as
the SEC on April 11, replacing
Ramesh Kumar.

The High Court had deliv-
ered the judgment on a batch
of writ petitions, including the
one by Ramesh Kumar, chal-
lenging the Ordinance and the
appointment of a new SEC.

The YSR Congress gov-
ernment had on April 10
abruptly removed Ramesh
Kumar from the post by
promulgating the ordinance,
amending the AP Panchayat
Raj Act, 1994, curtailing the
tenure of the SEC to three
years from five.

Work on various
projects at IIIT-
RK Valley starts

Continued from Page 1

With an estimated budget
of Rs 10.10 crore, this com-
puter centre will be estab-
lished in 0.75 acres and with
a seating capacity of 616.

In addition to this, the
Chief Minister also laid a
foundation stone for the con-
struction of Dr YSR
Auditorium. In an area of six
acres, with 1700 seating
capacity and with an expen-
diture of Rs 40 crore, a two-
storeyed auditorium with
world-class facilities will be
constructed.

Indian Navy repatriates
3,992 Indians by sea

Continued from Page 1

These were strictly fol-
lowed onboard the ships
undertaking Op Samudra
Setu resulting in the safe
return of 3,992 of our citi-
zens to their homeland.

Op Samudra Setu was
undertaken utilising Indian
Naval ships best suited for
the operation, catering for
Covid-19 related social dis-
tancing norms vis-à-vis
medical arrangements and
carrying capacity. Ships used
for the operation were spe-
cially provisioned and the
Sick Bay or  the cl inic

onboard was especia l ly
equipped with Covid-19
related equipment and facil-
ities.  

Women Officers and mil-
itary nursing staff were also
embarked for the women
passengers. Basic amenities
and medical facilities were
provided to all evacuees dur-
ing sea passage on these
ships. 

One of the expectant
mothers who undertook pas-
sage on Jalashwa, Sonia
Jacob, also gave birth to a
baby boy within a few hours
of  reaching Kochi  on
International Mother’s Day.

CM releases book on
YSR by Vijayamma

Continued from Page 1

Vijayamma said that she
has written about some facts
about the great leader which
the outside world doesn’t
know. “In my 37 years jour-
ney with him, I have seen YSR
enlightening many people
and I saw that light and learnt
a lot from his life. The book
is an account of YSR''s life and
how he is living in the hearts
of the people. Even today, my

children get inspired by his
way and think about him in
every situation. This book
would also inspire future gen-
erations and bring light into
their lives.”

Jagan’s sister YS Sharmila
Reddy said that this book is
more about showing her
father to the world in a new
light. “While reading the
book, it is like going on an
emotional journey with both
of them. It takes a lot of

courage to tell the truth and
my mother honestly penned
her experiences in the book.
I hope this will be appreciat-
ed, as YSR is a person is
indeed a great inspiration to
many,” Sharmila said.

The Chief Minister’s wife
YS Bharati Reddy, other fam-
ily members along with dis-
trict incharge Minister A
Suresh, YV Subba Reddy, G
Srikanth Reddy were among
those present.

Continued from Page 1

Meanwhile at the party cen-
tral office here, floral tributes
were paid to YSR.

Government Advisor
Sajjala Ramakrishna Reddy
said YS Rajasekhar Reddy
was like a torchbearer under
whose inspiration Chief
Minister YS Jaganmohan
Reddy is carrying out all the
welfare measures for the poor
including provision of health-
care, the latest step being the
launching of 104 and 108
ambulance services all over
the state.

Sajjala said the government
has upgraded schools on par
with the corporate ones.
Rajasekhar Reddy was a great
leader who strived for the wel-
fare of farmers and it was apt
on the part of Jaganmohan
Reddy to declare his father’s
birth anniversary as Farmers
Day.

At Visakhapatnam, YSRCP
national general secretary and

MP V Vijayasai Reddy said it
was YSR who gave a prime
place to farmers and it was a
great honour to the leader to
declare his birthday as Farmers
Day. 

He said it was YSR who
transformed the state into a fer-
tile land through the Jala

Yagnam programme. He said it
goes to the credit of YSR to
provide healthcare on par with
corporate hospitals through
the Aarogyasri programme.

Vijayasai Reddy said YSR
worked for the welfare of the
weaker sections and it would
not be an exaggeration to say

that YSR rule was a golden age
in the history of Andhra
Pradesh and he will be remem-
bered even by the future gen-
erations.

Minister for Tourism
Muttamsetti Srinivasa Rao,
VMRDA chairman
Dronamraju Srinivas were

among those present.
Elsewhere in the State

YSRCP leaders paid tributes to
YSR and recalled his services
and welfare schemes intro-
duced by him benefitting all
sections of people.

Jagan lays
foundation
stone for 125-ft
Ambedkar
statue in Vja

Continued from Page 1

The Chief Minister said
Ambedkar had proved the
importance of English educa-
tion through his determination
to master the language. The AP
government had issued a GO
on July 7 for the construction of
the memorial  park and
Ambedkar statue.

Rich tributes paid to YSR across AP Jagan far better than KCR, says
Telangana MP Komatireddy
PNS n BHONGIR

YSRC party president and
Andhra Pradesh Chief Minister
YS Jagan Mohan Reddy is far
better than his Telangana coun-
terpart and TRS president K
Chandrasekhar Rao in many
ways, opined Congress leader
and Bhongir MP Komatireddy
Venkat Reddy.

"Jagan might be a junior in
politics and inexperienced in
administration than KCR. But in
terms of gaining the confidence
of the people, Jagan is 100 steps
ahead of the Telangana Chief
Minister," Komatireddy said,
addressing the gathering on the
occasion of YSR birth anniver-
sary. He said he was not making

these comments just for the
sake of criticism of KCR, but
based on the ground realities.

"Whether it is in the imple-
mentation of welfare schemes or
in the steps being taken to con-
trol the Coronavirus pandemic,
Jagan has been receiving tremen-

dous appreciation from the peo-
ple. He has got a very good name
in a short time," the MP said.
Recalling his association with late
Y S Rajasekhar Reddy,
Komatireddy said he had been
a close friend of YSR for nearly
25 years. "Even after becoming
the Chief Minister of the state,
YSR had given due to respect to
all political leaders, irrespective
of their party affiliations," he said.  

Meanwhile, the MP paid trib-
utes to Telangana son of the soil
Srinivas, an army soldier killed
in fighting extremists in J and K,
and urged the state government
to pay an ex-gratia of Rs 50 lakh
to his bereaved family members
and a government job to his
spouse.



VIJAYAWADA | THURSDAY | JULY 9, 2020 nation 04

SHORT READS

Not waited for six
years if politics behind
probe into RGF
NEW DELHI: The central
government's order of a probe
into transactions of trusts linked
to the Nehru-Gandhi family is a
"natural" outcome of
information brought out in the
public domain recently, the BJP
said on Wednesday. BJP
general secretary P Muralidhar
Rao also rejected the charge
that the government's decision
is politically motivated, saying it
would not have waited for six
years had this been true.  Prime
Minister Narendra Modi-led
government came to power in
2014 and won a second man-
date in 2019. "These transac-
tions are in public domain... Our
government is committed to
transparency. It is natural to
investigate these transactions
after so much information was
recently brought out in public
domain," Rao told reporters. He
said the Congress leadership
should cooperate with the
investigation.

HC orders drone survey
of Sanjay Van as video
shows encroachment

Father-daughter duo
killed after being run
over by train
KOTA: A 60-year-old man and
his 18-year-old daughter died
after being run over by a
passenger train while they were
crossing the tracks in
Rajasthan's Bundi district,
police said on Wednesday. The
incident occurred late on
Tuesday night at the Garjani
railway gate under Kapren
police station, they said.
Ghasilal Meena and his
daughter Sugna Meena,
residents of Jaroda village
under Deikheda Police Station
of Bundi district, were on a
motorcycle, police said. They
were crushed under the wheels
of Mewar Express train at
around 12.40 am, SHO of
Kapren Police Station
Budhiprakash Nama said.

NEW DELHI:  The Delhi High
Court Wednesday directed the
authorities to conduct a drone
survey of Sanjay Van here after
taking cognisance of a social
media video showing illegal
encroachments. A bench of
Justices Vipin Sanghi and
Rajnish Bhatnagar, conducting
the hearing through video
conferencing, took suo motu
cognisance of the video and
initiated a PIL on its own. The
court issued notices to the
Centre, the Delhi government,
Delhi Police and DDA seeking
their responses on the issue.
Central government standing
counsel Arun Bhardwaj said the
court has asked the Delhi
Development Authority (DDA)
and Delhi Police to file status
reports and directed that if the
authorities find any encroach-
ment on the forest land, it
should be immediately remo-
ved. The court also directed
that a survey of Sanjay Van be
conducted through drones and
listed the matter for further
hearing on July 29, he said.

PNS n NEW DELHI

The CBI has taken over inves-
tigations into the gruesome
killing of a father-son duo after
alleged torture by police per-
sonnel at Sathankulam Police
Station in Thoothukudi dis-
trict of Tamil Nadu, officials
said on Wednesday.  

The CBI has dispatched a
special team to conduct the
probe in which several Tamil
Nadu Police personnel are
under the scanner and some
have already been arrested by
the state police, they said.  

"CBI has registered two
cases on the allegations of
custodial death of two traders
in Kovilpatti in Thoothukudi
district on the request of Tamil
Nadu government and further
notification from government
of India," CBI Spokesperson R
K Gaur said.  

He said the CBI has taken
over the investigation of these

cases, earlier registered as
crime number 649 of 2020
and crime number 650 of
2020 at Police Station
Kovilpatti East in Tuticorin.  

The team will be seeking the
custody of the arrested
accused, the sources said.  

P Jayaraj and his son
Bennicks who ran a mobile
shop were arrested for 'violat-
ing' lockdown norms over
business hours of their cell-
phone shop.  

KANPUR AMBUSH: 

PNS n LUCKNOW/KANPUR

The Uttar Pradesh Special Task
Force (STF) killed an aide of
gangster Vikas Dubey in
Hamirpur on Wednesday and
arrested six others in separate
encounters in Kanpur and
Faridabad for their alleged role
in last week's Bikru ambush,
wherein eight policemen were
killed, a senior officer said.

Two policemen were injured
in the Hamirpur encounter.

"Amar Dubey, who carried a
reward of Rs 50,000, was killed
in an encounter in Maudaha vil-
lage of Hamirpur district," Uttar
Pradesh Additional Director
General of Police (Law and
Order) Prashant Kumar told
reporters. An unlicensed semi-
automatic pistol of .32 bore was
seized from the encounter site in
Hamirpur, he said.

"Acting on a tip-off, a team of
the STF and local police sur-
rounded Amar. He was injured
in the firing and he died during
treatment in a hospital,"
Hamirpur Superintendent of

Police Shlok Kumar said.
Two policemen, including an

inspector from Maudaha and an
STF constable, were injured in
the encounter, he added.

Amar Dubey is the third
member of Vikas Dubey's gang
who was killed in an encounter
with the police.

In a separate encounter in
Kanpur on Tuesday night, three
associates of the dreaded gang-
ster were arrested from the
Chaubeypur area, the ADG said.

"An aide of Vikas, Shyamu
alias Shyamji Bajpai, who was
carrying a reward of Rs 50,000,

and two others -- Sanjiv Dubey
and Jahan Yadav -- were arrest-
ed after an encounter with the
police in the Chaubeypur area.
Bajpai sustained bullet injuries on
his leg," he added.

In Haryana's Faridabad, the
local police arrested three per-
sons after an encounter in the
Kheripur area late on Tuesday
night. With the help of the
CCTV footage obtained from
the area, the police are trying
to ascertain whether Vikas
Dubey and three of his associ-
ates tried to book a room in a
Faridabad hotel.

PNS n NEW DELHI

Delhi University informed the
Delhi High Court on Wednesday
that it has decided to postpone
the Open Book Examinations
(OBE), scheduled from July 10,
for final year under-graduate
courses to next month. The DU
submitted before Justice Prathiba
M Singh that it will to hold exams
after August 15.

The court, which conducted
the hearing through video con-
ferencing, expressed displeasure
over the varsity's decision and
said, “just see how you are play-
ing the lives of children”.

“You were not fair with the
court about your preparedness
for holding the online examina-
tions. You are saying you are
ready but the minutes of your
meeting shows the contrary,”
Justice Singh told the DU coun-

sel. Senior advocate Sachin Dutta
and advocate Mohinder Rupal,
appearing for the DU, submitted
that the varsity has taken a deci-
sion to postpone the exams
from July 10. The court will
resume the hearing in the mat-
ter at 2:30 PM. The high court
was hearing a petition by sever-
al  final year DU students seek-
ing quashing and withdrawal of
the notifications of May 14,
May 30 and June 27 on online
exams for UG and PG students,
including of the School of Open
Learning and Non-Collegiate
Women Education Board.

Final year exams postponed
to next month, DU informs HC

Landslide
warning in
Shimla, Solan 
PNS n SHIMLA

The weather department on
Wednesday issued a landslide
warning for Shimla, Solan and
adjoining areas following rains
in most parts of Himachal
Pradesh. Most parts of the state
will continue to receive rain in
the day, the weatherman said.

Shimla MeT Centre direc-
tor Manmohan Singh said
there is possibility of land-
slides in Shimla, Solan and
adjoining areas. Solan received
the highest 82 mm rain in the
state from Tuesday 5:30 pm to
Wednesday 8:30 am, followed
by 54.3 mm in Jubbar Hatti, 48
mm in Dalhousie and 40.7
mm in Nahan. Similarly
Shimla witnessed 22 mm rain
during the period, followed by
Mashobra 16.8 mm, Chamba
16 mm, Mandi 15.1 mm, Kufri
14 mm, Una 10.4, Keylong 10
mm, Bilaspur 8.5 mm, Manali
5 mm, Dharamshala 2.2 mm,
Palampur 2 mm and Kangra 1
mm.

CM orders action on vandalism
at Ambedkar's house
PNS n MUMBAI

Maharashtra Chief Minister
Uddhav Thackeray on
Wednesday said he has instruct-
ed police to take strict action
against those involved in vandal-
ism at Dr B R Ambedkar's
house 'Rajgruh' in Mumbai.

Terming the incident as
"shocking", Thackeray said the
government will not tolerate
insult of Rajgruh, located in
Dadar area here.

"The premises is not just a
sacred place for Ambedkarites,
but the entire society. Ambedkar
preserved all his writings in this
premises. This is like a pilgrim-
age centre for all
Maharashtrians," he said.

"The government will not
tolerate insult of Rajgruh, and I
have asked the policeto ensure
strict action against the culprits,"
the chief minister said.

Ambedkar lived in Rajgruh
for nearly two decades. The
house is located close to his
memorial 'Chaityabhoomi'.

Two persons threw stones on

glass windows, and damaged
CCTV cameras and potted
plants at the house on Tuesday
night, a police official said.

CCTV footage from the erst-
while home of the Constitution
architect shows a person smash-
ing flower pots in the compound
before fleeing, the official said.

Matunga police have regis-
tered an FIR in the incident. 

Located at Hindu Colony in
Dadar, the heritage bungalow
houses the Ambedkar Museum
where Babasaheb's books, por-
trait, ashes, vessels and other
artefacts are kept.

PNS n HAMIRPUR (HP)

Over 19,000 farmers in
Hamirpur district of Himachal
Pradesh have been provided
compensation of over Rs 2.5
crore under crop insurance
scheme for last kharif season
crops, an agriculture official
said. 

Thousands of farmers are
taking advantage of the
Pradhan Mantri Crop
Insurance Scheme in
Hamirpur district, he said. 

“As many as 19,366 farmers
have been given a compensa-
tion of over Rs 2.5 crore under
the scheme for the last Kharif
season,” Deputy Director of
Agriculture Department Jeet
Singh Thakur said. 

He said farmers can get
their crops insured by paying
a very low premium and

receive good compensation
in case of any damage to the
crops under the scheme. 

A total of 21,366 farmers of
the district had insured their
crops in the last Kharif season,
Thakur said.  

Similarly, a total of 21,269
farmers of the district have
been covered for Rabi season
under the insurance scheme,
whose compensation process
is still in progress, he said.  

19k HP farmers get Rs 2.5 cr
under crop insurance 

n KATHMANDU

A crucial meeting of the ruling
Nepal Communist Party to
decide the political future of
beleaguered Prime Minister K P
Sharma Oli was once again
deferred on Wednesday till
Friday to allow more time for the
top leaders to reach a power-
sharing deal amid the heightened
intra-party rift and his anti-
India remarks.

As the leaders need more
time for negotiations, the 45-
member Standing Committee
meeting scheduled for
Wednesday has been postponed
till Friday morning, said Surya
Thapa, the Prime Minister's
Press advisor.

With this, the crucial meeting
has been put off for the fourth
consecutive time in a bid to pro-
vide enough time for the two
chairmen of the ruling party, Oli
and Pushpa Kamal Dahal
'Prachanda', to sort out differ-
ences amidst the heightened

intra-party rift. The political
future of 68-year-old Oil is
expected to be decided on Friday
during the Standing Committee
meeting, amidst the growing
involvement of Chinese ambas-
sador Hou Yanqui to save him.

The ruling party is facing cri-
sis after Prime Minister Oli
accused Prachanda and other
dissident leaders of hatching
conspiracy to remove him from
power aligning with the south-
ern neighbour.

The differences between the

two factions of the NCP -- one
led by Oli and the other led by
'Prachanda' on the issue of
power-sharing – has recently
intensified after the prime min-
ister unilaterally decided to pro-
rogue the budget session of
Parliament.

The Prachanda faction,
backed by senior leaders and for-
mer prime ministers Madhav
Kumar Nepal and Jhalanath
Khanal, has been demanding
Oli's resignation, saying his
recent anti-India remarks were

"neither politically correct nor
diplomatically appropriate."

According to the My
Republica newspaper, Oli and
Prachanda have held a series of
talks to iron out their differences.

Oli is under intense pressure
to step down from the posts of
Prime Minister and party chair-
person as a majority of the NCP
leaders have asked him to do so
owing to the government's lack-
luster response to the COVID-
19 pandemic and his unilateral
actions, bypassing the party.

PNS n LUCKNOW

Gangster Vikas Dubey, who
is wanted in connection with
the deadly Kanpur ambush,
was spotted at a hotel in
Haryana's Faridabad but
gave police the slip, officials
said on Wednesday. Three
people closed to Dubey were
arrested from Faridabad in a
joint operation by the Uttar
Pradesh STF and local crime
branch team. They were
identified as Ankur, Shravan
and Kartikey alias Prabhat,
a senior official said. Dubey
had tried to book a room at
a hotel in Faridabad on
Tuesday night, whose
CCTV footage went viral.
However, he managed to
flee, officials said.

Dubey spotted
in Faridabad,
gives police slip

TN CUSTODIAL DEATHS: 

CBI takes over probe,
registers 2 FIRs

Suicide attack,
bomb kill 6 police
in Afghanistan
n KABUL

A suicide truck bomber tar-
geted a police district head-
quarters in Afghanistan's
southern Kandahar province
on Wednesday, killing three
officers, a local official said. 

Three other police officers,
including a district police
chief, were killed in a road-
side bombing in eastern
Ghazni province.

The Taliban claimed
responsibility for both
attacks.

In the Kandahar attack,
the suicide bomber struck
in the district of Shah Wali
Kot, according to Bahir
Ahmadi, the provincial gov-
ernor's spokesman. The
explosion also wounded 14
people, both policemen and
civilians.

Ahmadi said the guards at
the district headquarters real-
ized the truck was suspi-
cious and opened fire before
it could reach the building.

Rare gorillas in Nigeria captured
on camera with babies
n DAKAR (SENEGAL)

Conservationists have cap-
tured the first images of a
group of rare Cross River goril-
las with multiple babies in
Nigeria's Mbe mountains,
proof that the subspecies once
feared to be extinct is repro-
ducing amid protection efforts.

Only around 300 Cross River
gorillas were known to be alive
at one point in the isolated
mountainous region in Nigeria
and Cameroon, according to
the Wildlife Conservation
Society, which captured the
camera trap images in May.
More color images were recov-
ered last month.

John Oates, professor emeri-
tus at the City University of New
York and a primatologist who
helped establish conservation
efforts for the gorillas more than
two decades ago, was excited
about the new images.

“It was great to see ... evidence
that these gorillas in these moun-

tains are reproducing successful-
ly because there have been so few
images in the past,” he said. 

“We know very little about
what is going on with reproduc-
tion with this subspecies, so to
see many young animals is a pos-
itive sign.” Experts don't know
how many Cross River gorillas
remain in the mountain cluster
and have been trying to track the
subspecies for some time.

About 50 cameras were set up
in 2012 and multiple images have
been captured in Cameroon's
Kagwene Gorilla Sanctuary and
in Nigeria's Mbe Mountains
community forest and Afi
Mountain Wildlife Sanctuary. 

But Cross River gorillas are
notoriously difficult to capture
together on camera and no
images had captured multiple
infants.

An alliance of nine local com-
munities, the Conservation
Association of the Mbe
Mountains, has been working
with the Wildlife Conservation
Society since the mid-1990s to
help protect the Cross River
gorillas. Since that time, there
have been no recorded deaths in
Nigeria, the society said.

The gorillas at one point had
been thought to be extinct,
according to the society's Nigeria
country director, Andrew Dunn.

Nepal's ruling party's meet to
decide PM's future deferred again

UAE-based Indian woman stuck
at Frankfurt airport for 4 days 
n DUBAI

An Abu Dhabi-based Indian
woman, who is stranded at
Germany's Frankfurt
International Airport for nearly
four days due to incomplete
papers, has appealed to author-
ities to let her back into the UAE,
a media report said on
Wednesday.

Priya Mehta, an advertising
professional, travelled from the
US' San Francisco International
Airport to Frankfurt to catch a
connecting flight to Dubai on
July 4.

However, she was not allowed
to board her flight as she did not
have the Federal Authority for
Identity and Citizenship (ICA)
approvals, issued by the UAE, the
Khaleej Times reported.

The UAE government has
temporarily suspended travel
using only the national identity
cards of citizens of the UAE as
part of a series of precautions to
counter the coronavirus out-
break.

Mehta claimed: “I was led to

believe by the airlines - Lufthansa
and United Airlines - that I do
not need the ICA approvals
anymore, especially since I have
a residence visa”.

She got the boarding passes
for both destinations - Dubai and
Frankfurt - from San Francisco.

"If I had known, I would have
stayed back in the US. Both air-
lines gave me the assurance that
I could fly (without the ICA
approvals).

“When I reached Frankfurt, I
was told that I cannot go ahead.
I asked so many people... every-

one said it was okay and Dubai
was allowing residents back into
the country," Mehta said.

Now stuck in the airport, she
has been sleeping on the seats
and the floor of the waiting
lounge, while making repeated
attempts to get the ICA
approvals.

"I have changed the dates of
my tickets at least 13 times," she
said. Mehta, a single woman and
the sole breadwinner of her
family, travelled to California to
take care of her ailing uncle and
aunt.

Give pregnant women's Covid-19 test
results quickly, HC tells AAP govt
PNS n NEW DELHI

Pregnant women's request for
COVID-19 test should be met
immediately and the its results
be declared quickly, the Delhi
High Court told the AAP gov-
ernment on Wednesday.

A bench of Chief Justice D
N Patel and Justice Prateek
Jalan said there ought not to be
any time lag between receipt of
request for testing, sample col-
lection and declaration of
results.

The court said that when
pregnant women go for deliv-
eries they cannot wait five to
six days for carrying out the
tests and declaration of the
results.

"Immediately requests
should be accepted and imme-
diately results should be given,"

the bench said.
The Delhi government told

the court that as per the advi-
sory issued by the Indian
Council of Medical Research
(ICMR), the tests results would
be declared within an hour.

The advisory was however
silent on the timeline regard-
ing processing of requests for

testing, the Delhi government
said, adding that it has issued
a notification which states all
applications for tests would be
processed within 48 hours.

The bench asked the Delhi
government to place the advi-
sory and notification before it
and listed the matter for hear-
ing on Thursday, July 9.

The ruling party is
facing crisis after Prime
Minister Oli accused
Prachanda and other
dissident leaders of
hatching conspiracy to
remove him from power
aligning with the
southern neighbour

Sri Lanka
records birth of
twin elephant
calves: Official
n COLOMBO

Sri Lanka for the first time
has recorded the birth of
twin elephant calves in the
country's Minneriya National
Park, a senior official said on
Wednesday

According to various
research papers, elephants
are less than one per cent
likely to give birth to twins.
It's even less likely both calves
survive into adulthood.

“For the first time in Sri
Lanka has recorded the birth
of twin elephant calves,”
Tharaka Prasad, the Director
of Wildlife Health at
Department of Wildlife
Conservation, said.

He said the calves are three
to four weeks old as of now. 

Sumith Pilapitiya, a promi-
nent wildlife research enthu-
siast, said this is the first time
Sri Lanka has recorded the
birth of twin elephant calves.

Gangster Vikas Dubey's close aide killed, six arrested

“It was great to
see... evidence
that these gorillas
in these mounta-
ins are reproduc-
ing successfully
because there
have been so few
images in the
past,” he said
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Convalescent plasma
therapy in Goa from
next week: Minister
PANAJI: Goa Health Minister
Vishwajit Rane on Wednesday
said the state will start using the
convalescent plasma therapy for
treating COVID-19 patients from
next week. The state
government has already
sanctioned funds required to
procure the necessary
machinery for the plasma
therapy, Rane told reporters
here. "The plasma therapy
treatment will start in Goa from
next week onwards," he said.
The state-run Goa Medical
College and Hospital (GMCH)
has been given the responsibility
of collecting blood plasma from
those who have recovered from
the coronavirus infection, the
minister said. "I have been
following the issue of
introducing plasma therapy in
the state since the last one
month. We have all the
infrastructure required to store
plasma, he said. 

Lady cop helps
destitute woman
deliver baby

SDRF, police teams
rescue woman from
drowning in Jammu
JAMMU: A 45-year-old woman
was rescued from drowning in
a three-hour-long joint
operation by the teams of the
State Disaster Management
Force (SDRF) and the police
here on Wednesday, police said.
Bagu Begum was caught in the
middle of Tawi river in the
Billicharana area due to a
sudden increase in the water
level following heavy rains in its
catchment area, Sub-Inspector
Ranjit Singh said.  Singh, who
is in-charge of police post
Billicharana, said the woman
was crossing the river along
with her cattle from Nikki Tawi
to Billicharana side around 9
am. He said police teams
immediately rushed to the
scene after getting the
information and launched a
rescue operation but their
efforts could not bore fruit due
to increased water level.
Accordingly, an SDRF team was
called in and the woman was
successfully rescued around
12.15 pm and handed over to
her family, the officer said. 

MUMBAI: At a time when the
police and medical services are
grappling with the COVID-19
pandemic, a woman police
officer and her staff helped a 35-
year-old destitute woman deliver
her baby on the road side in
south Mumbai, police said on
Wednesday. As heavy rains
lashed the city in the early hours
of Sunday, sub-inspector Priya
Garud was on check post duty
when she got a call about a
destitute woman crying out for
help near Metro cinema, an
official said. Garud, who is
attached to the Azad Maidan
police station,  rushed to the
spot with her staff and found
that the woman, who is mentally
challenged, was experiencing
acute labour pains, he said.
When the personnel saw that
the woman didn't even have
proper clothes, they went to a
nearby house to borrow some
clothes and bedsheets, the
official said.

PM to interact with NGOs
of his LS constituency today
PNS n NEW DELHI

Prime Minister Narendra
Modi will on Thursday inter-
act with representatives of
Varanasi-based NGOs to dis-
cuss their efforts towards food
distribution and other assis-
tance rendered during the
coronavirus-induced lock-
down, the Prime Minister's
Office has said. 

Modi represents Varanasi in
Lok Sabha. 

During the nationwide lock-
down, the residents of Varanasi
and members of social organ-
isations, through their own
efforts as well as by providing
assistance to the district
administration, ensured that
food was timely available for
everyone in need, a PMO
statement said.

The prime minister will
interact with representatives of
such organisations on
Thursday via video conference
to discuss their experience
and showcase their efforts.

During the lockdown, more
than a hundred organisations
in Varanasi distributed almost
20 lakh food packets and two
lakh dry ration kits through
the food cell of the district
administration, as well as
through individual efforts, the
statement noted.

Apart from food distribu-
tion, these organisations were

instrumental in distribution of
masks, sanitisers and other
items. They have been hon-
oured as 'corona warriors' by
the district administration.

These organisations serve in
diverse fields including educa-
tion, social, religious, health,
hotels and social clubs, and
other professional sectors, the
statement said.

Global cooperation need of
the hour to tackle Covid: Prez
PNS n NEW DELHI

Asserting that India was at the
forefront of the ongoing inter-
national efforts to defeat the
coronavirus, President Ram
Nath Kovind on Wednesday
said enhancing global cooper-
ation to effectively tackle the
pandemic was the need of the
hour.

At a ceremony during which
Kovind accepted credentials
from heads of mission from
New Zealand, the United
Kingdom and Uzbekistan, he
said that India has deep-rooted
ties with all the three countries
and was privileged to share with
them a common outlook on key
global issues.

The president noted that
enhancing global cooperation
was the need of the hour to
effectively tackle the COVID-19
pandemic, according to a
Rashtrapati Bhavan statement.

"In this context, he stated that

India was in the forefront of
ongoing international efforts to
defeat the pandemic," it stated.

Expressing happiness over
the vibrant state of relations
with the three countries,
President Kovind emphasised
that as a member of the UN
Security Council for the term
2021-22, India looked forward
to working with the internation-
al community to strengthen

global peace and prosperity.
"This was the second time

that credentials presentation
in Rashtrapati Bhavan hap-
pened through video-confer-
ence in the wake of COVID-19
pandemic," the statement said.

The president had in May
this year received the credentials
from the envoys of seven coun-
tries through video-conference.

David Pine, the High

Commissioner of New Zealand,
Sir Philip Barton, the High
Commissioner of the United
Kingdom, and Akhatov
Dilshod Khamidovich, the
Ambassador of the Republic of
Uzbekistan presented their cre-
dentials to the president during
Wednesday's ceremony.

Kovind conveyed his warm
wishes to the envoys on their
appointment.

PNS n NEW DELHI

The Modi government is
addressing various economic
challenges posed by the COVID-
19 pandemic in a "360 degree"
manner, the BJP asserted on
Wednesday as it shared details
about the implementation of var-
ious schemes as part of the
'Atmanirbhar Bharat' (self-reliant
India) programme.

Party general secretary P
Muralidhar Rao told reporters
that within two months of the
announcement of the
'Atmanirbhar Bharat' pro-
gramme by Prime Minister
Narendra Modi on May 12, the
government has brought the
idea of a self-reliant India to the
ground by speedily implement-
ing many of its measures.

ao also hit out at Congress
leader Rahul Gandhi over his fre-
quent criticism of the govern-
ment's handling of the economy,

saying instead of reading about
the history of service by his own
party, he keeps asking irrespon-
sible questions. While Prime
Minister Narendra Modi is lead-
ing from the front in dealing with
COVID-19 pandemic and the
"China crisis", the Congress has
come to symbolise an "irre-
sponsible opposition", he alleged.

The government has already
executed all its schemes for the

Micro, Small and Medium
Enterprises (MSME) sector with
credit of over Rs 3 lakh crore
guaranteed and Rs 1.10 lakh
crore of it distributed by July 1,
Rao said. The MSME sector is the
most important aspect of the
economy after agriculture, he
said, adding that the government
is working towards realising its
objective of making India a USD
5 trillion economy by 2024-25.

Delhi CM seeks report from
health secy on Covid deaths
PNS n NEW DELHI

Delhi Chief Minister Arvind
Kejriwal has sought a detailed
report from the health secre-
tary with an analysis of the fac-
tors behind the COVID-19
deaths in the national capital
in the last fortnight, officials
said on Wednesday.

According to officials, Delhi
reported over 800 COVID-19
deaths in the last two weeks,
with 397 people succumbing
to the disease in the first week
of July.

Officials said the objective
of seeking the report is to take
all possible measures to reduce
the number of coronavirus
deaths in the national capital.
A total of 3,165 COVID-19
deaths have been reported in
Delhi so far.

The first such fatality was
reported in the national cap-
ital on March 14 and within a
month, the death toll zoomed

to 1,000. The next 1,000 deaths
were reported in eight days
and the toll stood at 2,035 on
June 19.

On July 4, the COVID-19
death toll climbed to 3,004 in
Delhi. Among other measures
to check the loss of lives due
to the coronavirus, the Aam
Aadmi Party (AAP) govern-
ment in the national capital
has set up a plasma bank and
is encouraging the patients
who have recovered from
COVID-19 to donate the life-
saving blood constituent.

PNS n NEW DELHI

Specialist doctors from the
AIIMS here have been roped in
by the Union Health Ministry to
provide expert guidance and
knowledge support on COVID-
19 to doctors manning ICUs in
state hospitals, in an effort to
reduce the fatality rate. The first
such session through tele-consul-
tation or video conference will be
held today.

The doctors will provide guid-
ance on effective clinical man-
agement of coronavirus infected
patients in the ICUs of different
state hospitals through tele/video
consultation, the Health Ministry
said on Wednesday.

Tele-consultation is a critical
component of the clinical inter-
vention protocol for COVID-19.

"They will handhold the states
in clinical management of
COVID-19 patients to reduce
the case fatality rate. These tele-
consultation sessions for provid-
ing timely and expert guidance
to the doctors in the states shall
be conducted twice every week,

on Tuesdays and Fridays," the
ministry said in its statement.

Ten hospitals with more than
1000 beds, including nine from
Mumbai (Maharashtra) and one
from Goa will participate in the
first session.

These are NESCO Jumbo
Facility, P South (Phase II),
CIDCO Mulund Jumbo Facility
– T (Phase II), Malad Infiniti
Mall Jumbo Facility, PN (Phase
III); Jio Convention Centre
Jumbo Facility, HE (Phase III);
Nair Hospital; MCGM Seven

Hills; MMRDA BKC Jumbo
Facility, HE (Phase II); MMRDA
BKC Jumbo Facility, HE (Phase
I); Mumbai Metro Dahisar
Jumbo Facility, T (Phase II); and
Govt Medical College and
Hospital, Panaji, Goa.

"As part of its holistic response
and management strategy for
COVID-19, the Centre remains
committed to reducing case
fatality rate by ensuring effective
clinical management of all
COVID-19 positive patients," the
ministry said.

Customs seizes
4.5 lakh
cigarettes from
COVID spl train
PNS n NEW DELHI

Customs preventive officials
have seized 4.5 lakh cigarette
sticks illegally brought in a
COVID special train at old
Delhi Railway Station, offi-
cials said on Wednesday. 

The cigarette sticks of
‘Paris' brand, valued at Rs 40
lakh, were packed in 15 car-
tons. It is suspected that they
have been smuggled into the
country from neighbouring
Bangladesh, they said.

These cartons were recov-
ered from a goods compart-
ment of a train - that runs
from Howrah to Amritsar via
Delhi to ferry passengers
during coronavirus-induced
national lockdown -from the
old Delhi Railway Station on
Tuesday, the officials said.

The cigarettes of
Bangladesh-origin are sus-
pected to have been smug-
gled into the country through
the porous India-Bangladesh
border in Howrah, they said.

PNS n NEW DELHI

The Supreme Court Wednesday
extended protection to TV news
anchor Amish Devgan against
any coercive action in cases
lodged over his alleged defam-
atory remark against Sufi saint
Khwaja Moinuddin Chisti dur-
ing a show telecast on June 15.

A bench comprising justices
A M Khanwilkar and Sanjiv
Khanna asked Devgan's coun-
sel to complete the pleadings in
the case by serving copies of the
petition to those who had filed
complaints against the journal-
ist in various states.

Senior advocate Sidhharth
Luthra and lawyer Mrinal
Bharti appeared for Devgan in
the hearing conducted through
video link by the court, which
extended the relief granted on
June 26 to Devgan till further
orders.

Five FIRs have been lodged
against Devgan in Rajasthan,
Maharashtra and Telangana for
using a derogatory term for the
Sufi saint in the news debate

show called ‘Aar Paar' on his
channel on June 15.

However, he later tweeted an
apology saying that he was
actually referring to Muslim
ruler Alauddin Khilji and inad-
vertently ended up naming
Chisti. Devgan moved the top
court seeking stay on the probe
in criminal cases besides seek-
ing their quashing.  

The court had stayed the
pending or future probes in the
case against the journalist by
police agencies till Wednesday.

“As regards the interim relief,

till the next date of hearing, we
deem it appropriate to pass ad-
interim relief in terms of prayer
clause (A) and (B) (which seek
stay of investigation in pending
and future FIRs and the protec-
tion from possible coercive
action),” the top court had said
in the order.

Issuing notices to
Maharashtra, Telangana and
Rajasthan, the bench had asked
Bharti to make the com-
plainants, who have lodged
FIRs, as parties to his petition
and had listed the case for
hearing on today.

Two FIRs for the alleged
offence have been registered at
Ajmer and Kota in Rajasthan
and one has been lodged at
Bahadurpura in Hyderabad,
the plea said, adding that two
such FIRs have been lodged at
Nanded and Pydhonie in
Maharashtra.

Devgan said he has already
issued a clarification through a
tweet and moreover, errors can-
not be construed as criminal
offences.

PNS n NEW DELHI

India may record about 2.87 lakh
projected cases of the novel
coronavirus per day by the end
of winter 2021 in the absence of
a COVID-19 vaccine or drug
interventions, according to a
modelling study by the
researchers from Massachusetts
Institute of Technology (MIT).

Using data for 84 countries
with reliable testing data —
spanning 4.75 billion people —
the researchers developed a
dynamic epidemiological model.

In a preprint paper, MIT pro-
fessors Hazhir Rahmandad and
John Sterman, and PhD candi-
date Tse Yang Lim, noted that the
top ten countries by projected
daily infection rates at the end of
winter 2021 are India with 2.87
lakh infections per day, followed
by the US, South Africa, Iran,
Indonesia, the UK, Nigeria,

Turkey, France, and Germany.
However, they noted that the

projections are highly sensitive to
assumed testing, behavioural,
and policy responses, and as such
they should be interpreted as
indicators of potential risk and
not precise predictions of future
cases. The researchers added
that more rigorous testing and
reductions in contacts in

response to risk perception will
significantly reduce future cases
while laxer response and normal-
isation of risks can lead to over-
whelming breakouts.

By making additional assump-
tions on future testing and
responses, the researchers said
the model can inform future tra-
jectories. "We explore a few pro-
jections out to spring 2021 that

exclude vaccine and treatment
availability," said the researchers.

The researchers considered
projections under three scenar-
ios: 1. Using the current country-
specific testing rates and response
functions moving forward, 2. If
enhanced testing -- of 0.1 per
cent a day -- is adopted on July
1, and 3. If sensitivity of contact
rate to perceived risk is set to 8,
leaving testing at current levels.

India may see 2.87 lakh COVID-19
cases a day by winter 2021: MIT study

SC notice to TN speaker, others on
disqualification of 11 AIADMK MLAs
PNS n NEW DELHI

The Supreme Court on
Wednesday sought responses
from the Tamil Nadu assembly
speaker P Dhanapal and others,
including assembly secretary,
on a plea of DMK seeking a
direction to the speaker to "forth-
with" decide its pending plea for
disqualification of 11 AIADMK
lawmakers who had voted
against Chief Minister K
Palaniswami during the 2017
confidence vote.  

A bench comprising Chief
Justice S A Bobde and justices R
Subhash Reddy and A S took
note of the submission of the
main opposition party of the
state that  speaker has not been
taking any decision on the MLAs
for last three years and issued
notices to him, assembly secre-
tary and 11 lawmakers including
O Paneerselvam.   Senior advo-

cate Kapil Sibal and lawyer Amit
Anand Tiwari appeared for the
DMK and said that the assem-
bly term will be getting over soon
and hence, the matter be fixed for
an early hearing.  

Senior advocate Mukul
Rohatgi, who appeared on behalf
of an AIADMK MLA, opposed
the issuance of the notice.  

The apex court has now fixed
the DMK's plea for hearing after

four weeks. DMK, in its fresh
plea filed through advocate Amit
Anand Tiwari, has sought a
direction to the Assembly speak-
er to decide its plea, pending
since March 20, 2017, seeking
disqualification of the 11 law-
makers including Deputy Chief
Minister O Panneerselvam
under anti-defection law for
voting against the Palaniswami
government. 

Lucknow's Haj
House to be
Covid care centre
PNS n LUCKNOW

The Haj House located in
Uttar Pradesh's capital
Lucknow is all set to become
a COVID care centre,
instructions for which were
issued by District Magstrate
Abhishek Prakash on
Wednesday. The Haj House is
located in the Sarojini Nagar
area of Lucknow. Haj pilgrims
stay here before embarking
on their journey.

After inspecting the facil-
ity on Wednesday, the district
magistrate instructed offi-
cials to develop it as a coro-
navirus care centre. The DM
said in a tweet that 1,000 beds
will be set up there while
maintaining all coronavirus-
related protocols. The DM
instructed the zonal officer of
the Lucknow Municipal
Corporation to ensure clean-
liness at the centre.

ED insists on details of
assets in Narada scam
PNS n KOLKATA

The Enforcement Directorate
(ED), which is investigating the
money laundering angle in the
Narada tapes scandal, has sent
reminders to the accused TMC
leaders and BJP's Mukul Roy to
provide details of their bank
accounts and other assets,
agency officials said on
Wednesday.

The notices were sent to
them before the commence-
ment of the lockdown in March
but the information sought has
not been received yet, they said.

"We have now sent reminders
to them and all of them have
assured that they will reply
shortly," the ED sources said.

The anti-money laundering
probe agency has asked the
accused politicians to furnish the
details for the last seven years.

Apart from the ED, the
Central Bureau of Investigation
(CBI) has also been probing the

scandal. Some of the top
Trinamool Congress leaders
accused in the case are West
Bengal ministers Firhad Hakim
and Suvendu Adhikari, former
minister Madan Mitra, Lok
Sabha MPs Saugata Roy and
Kakoli Ghosh Dastidar, Subrata
Mukherjee and Aparupa
Poddar. They have been inter-
rogated by both the agencies.

Sultan Ahmed, the former
party MP and an accused in the
case, died in September 2017.

SC extends protection to TV anchor from
coercive action in defamation cases

The president
noted that
enhancing global
cooperation was
the need of the
hour to effectively
tackle the COVID-
19 pandemic,
according to a
Rashtrapati
Bhavan statement

Congress symbolises
‘irresponsible' oppn: BJP

Specialist from AIIMS to provide guidance
to docs in 17 states on Covid management

Using data for 84
countries with
reliable testing
data — spanning
4.75 billion people
— the researchers
developed a
dynamic epidemio-
logical model



W
anton Chinese aggression
and the cowardly, premed-
itated attack on the Indian
Army that led to the killing
of 20 of our brave soldiers

are episodes India can never forget. The time
has come for the citizens to unite and for the
Government to ensure that a single-minded
resolve is visible to the world. China has a his-
tory of betrayal. It tends to covet the land of
other countries and grab it under some pre-
text or the other. While it has grown its econ-
omy in the last 30 years, it has also shrunk in
its status as a nation that can be considered
as a responsible member of the global com-
mittee of nations. Sadly, for an economy and
a country of its size, China has behaved like
a bully with almost every neighbour. It has
shown willful disregard for established norms
of conduct. 

China has shown disrespect to India’s sus-
tained and mature outreach to settle pend-
ing issues with respect to border issues
between both nations. It has not even
exchanged maps with respect to the disput-
ed boundary in many areas and has used that
to try and intrude into the Indian territory.
It has also supported and financed Pakistan
to act as a terror proxy against India. Chinese
arms have been utilised by Left-wing extrem-
ists through Nepal. Beijing has also created
a red corridor from Pashupati to Tirupati.
Mineral-rich areas, which lie in this corridor,
have been disturbed for decades, leading to
the misutilisation of India’s natural resources.
The current pandemic is an example. A
majority of the migrant labourers are from this
corridor, proving that disturbance has led to
high unemployment and economic degrada-
tion of the area. 

In short, China has played double games.
On the one hand, it has gained tremendous
access to the Indian market and consumers
since we opened up our trade and economy
in the early 90s. On the other, it has tried to
unsettle our nation through direct and indi-
rect provocations. Prime Minister Narendra
Modi has invested the highest amount of time
in maintaining relations with China. He has
visited that country several times and has
repeatedly asserted the need to maintain
“friendly” and “good relations.” Indian citizens,
too, want to establish good economic and
diplomatic relations with China. The two
nations share a long history of cultural and
religious relations and affiliations. 

However, the Chinese State apparatus is
afraid of India’s long-term economic rise, our
democratic tradition and the use of “soft
power” across the world. This myopic view
has mistakenly led the Chinese authorities to
conclude that India can be contained and
restrained. But they forget the lessons in his-
tory. India has always been a beacon of renais-
sance, a messiah of peace and accommoda-
tion for the entire world. China needs to
behave responsibly. It is a sad fact that five
major global pandemics since 2002, includ-
ing the severe acute respiratory syndrome
(SARS) infection, avian flu, swine flu and
COVID-19 have originated from China. 

At a time when the entire
world is suffering from the dis-
astrous economic consequences
of a virus, the People’s Liberation
Army (PLA) is triggering hostil-
ities with the Indian Army. Given
the Chinese strategy and intent,
it is time India acts to safeguard
its interests. While several mea-
sures are currently under way, I
support the call to reduce Indian
dependence on Chinese products
and reduce Chinese FDI. At the
behest of the Communist Party
of China (CPC) and the PLA,
Chinese firms have outmanoeu-
vred FDI laws to take control of
Indian companies. 

Attempts to reduce Chinese
FDI have not been successful so
far. This because Chinese firms
are creating SPVs in Hong Kong,
Mauritius, Singapore and other
tax havens to generate investment
in India. Bilateral trade between
India and China is around $100
billion. Trade is supposed to
benefit both nations. However,
the same is not the case with
Indo-China trade. At the
moment, India has a trade deficit
of $67 billion with China. This
means we are exporting consid-
erably fewer goods in compari-
son to China. This is belittling our
economy. 

Coupled with the Chinese
takeover of major Indian export-
ing and production houses, trade
between the two nations is one
as between two Chinese compa-
nies. Anti-dumping duty and
minimum import price have
been placed on 99 Chinese prod-
ucts.  Despite this, India is heav-
ily dependent on Chinese prod-

ucts. Around 73 per cent of the
telecommunication equipment,
82 per cent semiconductor, 87
per cent antibiotic and 83 per cent
active pharma ingredients are
imported from China.
Unknowingly, India has been
promoting Chinese products
through the facade of “Make in
India” where major Chinese
companies have set up their
shops in India and have become
a hindrance in the development
of Indian companies. 

Chinese companies such as
Xinxiang, Shanghai Electric, Sics
Motocorp Huawei and Alibaba
are controlled by the PLA. They
have all set up bases under the
shelter of Make in India to con-
trol the Indian economy. Chinese
firms have surpassed others in
becoming leading players in
mobile phones and other items
in the Indian market. 

The Atmanirbhar Bharat
Abhiyan (self-reliant India) is
very significant. India became a
member of the WTO in 1995,
much earlier than China, which
joined the trade body in 2001.
Since then, China has grown
into a massive economy that
rules global exports. It is time for
India to undertake a new jour-
ney in a post-Corona world.
Unless we develop strong man-
ufacturing capacities, under-
take higher exports of goods as
well as services, we will not be
able to take care of the welfare
needs of our population. India
needs to promote local manufac-
turing of imported items. To
encourage  the manufacturing of
components, customs duty

should be gradually increased —
starting from 10 per cent from
the base year to 40 per cent by
the fourth year. For fully import-
ed products, basic customs duty
should be hiked to 75 per cent
in the base year and further
increased by the fourth year to
100 per cent to ensure that all
such importers utilise the three
years to set up manufacturing
units in India. The machinery
for the production of items
should be kept at 10 per cent in
the base year and then subse-
quently increased every year to
encourage domestic manufac-
turing of the machinery. 

Further, it is also important
to clarify the definition of
“importer”, “assembler” and
“manufacturer.”  The lack of a def-
inition allows all importers and
system integrators to falsely sell
imported products as “Made in
India.” The ICT and the defence
sectors are areas where despite a
huge domestic potential, most
goods are imported. One of the
reasons why India does not have
a clear definition of who is a
“manufacturer” is because
importers/assemblers declare the
imported equipment (hi-tech) by
just changing the sticker and then
declare it as “manufactured” in
India. 

Similarly, assemblers import
the goods in semi-knocked down
(SKD) condition and after assem-
bling it locally, declare it as
“manufactured in India.” Such
importers, system integrators
and assemblers promote foreign
products and have no interest to
invest in R&D within the coun-

try. Such firms enjoy a huge
advantage over those few Indian
firms who have tried to keep the
flag of manufacturing alive all
these years. These few, despite
investing money in R&D and
product development, lose out
due to policy and bureaucratic
approach that promotes traders
over true manufacturers. 

In the domestic front, for the
sake of stability of the market, the
Indian Government requires
higher sovereign rating, which is
needed to maintain or decrease
interest rates and debts. Thus, this
enables more borrowing by the
Government and industries.
Rating agencies are meant to pro-
vide investors with reliable infor-
mation on the riskiness of vari-
ous kinds of debts. However,
these agencies have been adding
to financial difficulties. After the
2008 financial crisis, the US
revoked the first amendment
rights of credit rating agencies. If
India can create a similar policy
and advance local credit rating
agencies, similar to China and
Russia, it can compete with
China financially. Since the rat-
ings on debts provided to
investors will be fair, the econo-
my will be boosted. 

The Prime Minister’s call to
make India aatmanribhar, a pol-
icy which looks to increase local
manufacturing and consump-
tion, can do just that. China, the
largest source of FDI in India, is
the largest hindrance to the suc-
cessful implementation of this
project. Due to numerous inter-
national regulations and India’s
lack of mass manufacturing abil-
ity in proportion to its popula-
tion’s consumption demands, it
is heavily dependent on China for
almost all consumer products. 

In its attempt to make the
Aatmanirbhar Bharat initiative
successful, India needs to reduce
its dependence on Chinese
imports and FDI through both
Chinese companies in the main-
land and their SPVs in tax
havens. Identifying Chinese con-
trolled SPVs and prohibiting
them from investing or partic-
ipating in trade, we need to find
the source of their revenues. 

I presume the Prime
Minister’s call for aatmanirbhar
bharat is heading in the right
direction to ensure employ-
ment, save hundreds of billions
of dollars in foreign exchange
and boost reserve capital accu-
mulation in the Indian banking
system. Transparent and demo-
cratic investment under “Make
in India” will give a massive blow
to the Chinese market. This ini-
tiative will also create an influx
of Indian products in the South-
East Asian market, thus increas-
ing our export market and
reducing Chinese influence over
the South-East Asian region.

(The writer is a BJP MP in 
the Lok Sabha)

O
f course, the summer of cricket had to
start with a typically English rain and bad
light delay but international cricket

added itself to the list of professional top-flight
sports that have restarted after the Chinese
virus ravaged the global sporting system. Over
the past weekend, Formula 1 took the wraps
off the 2020 season with an exhilarating race
in Austria. To see the return of cricket as well
does make us feel that the world is returning
to some sense of normalcy. It has been over
a hundred days without international cricket

after the India versus South Africa series was called off as the pandemic took
root in the country. The IPL was another series to suffer, just like the end of the
Australian T20 Big Bash League. The T20 World Cup, which was to be held in
the antipodes, is likely to be another victim of the pandemic just like the Tokyo
Olympics and the Euro 2020 football championships. That said, the fact that sports
are coming back is a great thing, particularly for fans who have been starved
of exciting content over the past 100 plus days, one that will be in full swing
during the northern hemisphere summer. 

It will be a bit weird to watch cricket without the loud, boisterous crowds
that accompany it, albeit a bit quieter during Test matches. However, the crack
of willow hitting the red leather outer of a cork ball as a drive is played will sound
like music to the ears even of fans in India, arguably the world’s most cricket
crazy nation. Fans are subscribing to the streaming service that is broadcast-
ing these matches just to be able to watch players they would never have given
a second glance to. The match began on the day that the Board of Control for
Cricket in India (BCCI) boss and Indian cricket legend Saurav Ganguly celebrat-
ed his birthday. One hopes that Ganguly watched the match and is figuring out
a way for cricket to restart in India. Because one is having a bit too much of
Virat Kohli’s fitness videos. Kohli is an amazing athlete with an incredible fitness
regimen but most Indian fans can’t wait to see him wielding a willow instead of
doing fancy push-ups. 

U
S President Donald Trump has done it
again, played up a nativist pitch in an
election year under the pretext of miti-

gating COVID-19 by asking foreign students
to leave the country or risk deportation if their
universities switch to online-only courses. Of
course, students at those institutions offering
hybrid courses, online and offline, are saved
somewhat. Apart from creating uncertainty and
confusion among foreign students, who
have paid up their course fees and are now
desperately wondering if they can switch to

institutions offering in-person courses to justify their stay, it has also affected
those on the threshold of internships, job placements and training programmes.
In fact, many observers feel that this decision could be politically motivated to
reduce the immigrant pie in the job market. Or it could be Trump’s manner of
forcing institutions to consider the proposition of opening up. Universities across
the US have by and large shifted to online classes as a post-pandemic course
correction. Harvard, for example, has decided to hold all classes online, includ-
ing for students living on the campus. So why should a meritorious student here
even have to consider migrating to an institution that pursues the hybrid model
just because it would allow him/her to stay? This means the US won’t issue
visas to students enrolled in schools, exchange programmes and vocational cours-
es that are fully online for the fall semester. Student visas for the US have always
been complex and any mid-term cancellation would mean that a reissue or a
renewal when the public health situation improves would be another hassle and
result in a time lag. With so much of a potential workforce in disarray, clearly
there is the larger idea of “American jobs going to Americans” at play here. But
how can Trump justify the hit to the US education economy, though he may not
particularly be fond of higher centres of learning because its products turn out
to be some of his harshest critics? Indians make up over 18 per cent of inter-
national students and are the second highest immigrant student population in
the US. Universities, caught completely offguard, don’t want to lose revenue over
and above the course fees. Students additionally pay for housing, amenities, food,
transport and tuition. So imagine the costs involved as 1.2 million students, who
could be affected by the visa scrap, had signed up at over 8,700 schools. Little
wonder then that MIT and Harvard have appealed to federal courts to stall the
order. Can the US afford to risk its credibility as a higher education destination
and force a diversion to other countries? Can it afford to lose the Indian talent
pool at a time when it is forging deeper strategic ties with us? Does it think that
India will agree to bear the collateral damage of a move that’s primarily intend-
ed to weed out Chinese students, the biggest chunk of foreign students?

If the American Council on Education is to be believed, then the US admin-
istration caught it completely by surprise at a time when it was expecting appre-
ciation for keeping the classes going. Besides, even if universities do decide to
offer some real time classes by rotation and plan out a hybrid format, what would
happen if the public health situation deteriorates in the fall, the expected time of
a second wave, and universities have no option but to stick to only online cours-
es? How would students be repatriated to their home countries given a slew of
restrictions on international travel? Clearly, this ill-thought policy, intended to be
a blanket ban on foreign students, some of whom may never return, has col-
leges and universities worried. Their administrative heads are scrambling to work
on varying hybrid models to retain their students. Regardless of meritocracy or
the fact that the US thrives on a higher degree of talent among immigrants, some
of whom head giant corporations, Trump is just trying to pander to his home
crowd and restore supremacist privileges of the White race. Otherisation, even
if it enriches academia, as immigrants have done, makes for a good scapegoat
at a time when even midland US is under the grip of the pandemic and the hope-
lessness of a grunting economy. By making changes to all kinds of immigra-
tion laws and preventing foreigners, Trump wants to project a vacuum where
Americans could rebuild a future on their terms as their past was wrongfully over-
run by settlers. Never mind the simplistic assessment but ordinary Americans
will still buy this new hope despite their nation being a glaring example of COVID-
19 mismanagement. The White House has even curtailed legal migration by sus-
pending employment-based visas. Trump then has used the pandemic to his
advantage, using it to push for an “Americans first” dream that he never intends
to materialise. But sell it will in these dark times when we look for any excuse
to absolve ourselves of any wrong-doing. For in reality, it doesn’t matter if you
physically attend one class or ten, the virus is still lurking around.

New immigration curbs

A ray of hope

Sir — Indian cricket buffs and
millions of fans of MS Dhoni have
begun singing the new anthem, a
beautiful foot-tapping number,
“MS Dhoni number seven...”,
sung energetically by West Indies
all-rounder Dwayne Bravo on his
birthday. Bravo’s song has already
gone viral. His song beautifully
depicts the life story of a small-
town boy who braved all odds to
become one of the greatest crick-
et captains India has seen. The
punch lines and the video with
foot-tapping music are really a
treat to hear and watch.

Dhoni, as the song depicts, is
truly the most successful Indian
skipper, who has won every major
ICC trophy in all formats and the
only captain to do so. The song,
as Bravo says, is for a man who
redefined the modern cricket, be
it captaincy, wicket keeping, bat-
ting and field arrangement.
Besides, the support that Dhoni
gave to his playmates is also well
known. The song also shows
how sports can connect human
beings, especially during trying
times like these. 

M Pradyu
Kannur

Be cautious

Sir — This refers to the editori-
al, “Truce for now” (July 7).
After escalatory rhetoric and
more importantly aggressive
actions, a process to defuse ten-
sions along the Line of Actual
Control (LAC) has commenced.

There are structural reasons why
disengagement makes sense for
both countries. China was solely
responsible for transgressing
across the border. Even the finest
scholars who study China have
not been able to offer a satisfac-
tory explanation as to why Beijing
has behaved the way it did. But
the fact is, even for a rising

power, its actions defied rational
calculation. It has alienated India
and public opinion, throwing
the entire relationship — of which
China too has been a beneficia-
ry — off gear. 

On the other hand, New
Delhi doesn’t want conflict. It was
left with no choice but to respond
aggressively to Chinese incursions

and defend its integral territory.
Given the economic weakness,
the COVID-19 challenge, the
gaps in military preparation and
the costs of any conflict, peace is
of course, the most desirable
option. The Indian establish-
ment rightly made it clear that
every step of the disengagement
process will be carefully moni-
tored and verified. India must
ensure complete restoration of
status quo ante. 

N Sadhasiva Reddy 
Bengaluru

Chinese gameplan

Sir — This refers to the editorial,
“Truce for now” (July 7). China
may have mutually agreed to dis-
engage at the LAC but this may
well be a well-calculated move to
confuse India as it has been doing
for ages. It is naïve to expect that
the China imbroglio shall be
resolved soon. China wants India
to join the league of nations like
Pakistan and Nepal that are play-
ing second fiddle to it. 

Srishti
Via email
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Economic statecraft

NISHIKANT DUBEY

The customs duty for Chinese machinery should be kept at 10 per cent in the base year and 

then subsequently increased every year to encourage domestic manufacturing 

He (Jason Holder) is an 
underrated player but he 
contributes on a regular 
basis. He is a terrific 
player to have in |
your team.

Cricket legend
—Sachin Tendulkar

As someone who hails from a
family that has launched more
new talent actors than the
entire film industry combined,
I can only laugh. Facts don’t
find takers. Fiction does.

Actor
—Pooja Bhatt

We urge the US to immedi-
ately stop interfering in
China’s internal affairs
through Tibet-related issues
and not to go further and
further on the wrong path. 

Chinese official
—Zhao Lijian 

S O U N D B I T E

L E T T E R S T O  TT H E  E D I T O R

Pandemic needs a fair investigation

T
he World Health Organisation (WHO) has long held
that the novel Coronavirus is spread primarily through
small droplets from nose or mouth when a person

infected with COVID-19 coughs, sneezes or speaks. But
according to The New York Times, in an open letter to
the WHO, more than 239 scientists from 32 countries
have warned that airborne transmission of the virus
indoors should be taken more seriously. They have called
on the WHO to revise its recommendations, which they
say, underestimate the dangers of transmission indoors.

Though the WHO did not immediately respond, Paul
Hunter, a member of its infection-prevention committee,
said they had struck the right balance in their advice.
“Aerosol transmission can occur but it probably isn’t that
important in the grand scheme of things. It’s all about
droplets,” he said. The NYT has quoted experts as say-
ing that whether carried aloft by large droplets that zoom
through the air after a sneeze or by much smaller exhaled
droplets that may glide the length of a room, the
Coronavirus is borne through the air and can infect peo-
ple when inhaled. If airborne transmission is shown to

be a major factor, experts have suggested it could be help-
ful to wear masks indoors, even in settings where social
distancing is being enforced. Tighter regulations may be
needed for ventilation and air conditioning to minimise
recirculating air; and that it may even be appropriate to
install UV lights in some buildings to guard against poten-
tially infectious particles. This pandemic has many dimen-
sions and needs a fair amount of investigation.

Bidyut Kumar Chatterjee
Faridabad

Send yyour ffeedback tto:
letterstopioneer@gmail.com 

Cricket is back
I welcome the disengagement
and pullback by Chinese troops.
Will some one tell us the place
from which the Chinese troops
disengaged and the place in
which they are now?

Congress leader
—P Chidambaram

With Trump intending to deport foreign students whose
classes have moved online, Indians are badly affected

As England hosts the West Indies for a Test series, fans 
across the world are raising a cheer as the sport returns

op  nion



Creativity amid loneliness  

WE MUST NOW REALISE THE PROMISE OF AMERICA BY

TRUSTING GOD, UNIFYING OUR VISION AND BUILDING

OUR FUTURE. I AM RUNNING FOR PRESIDENT.    

—MUSIC AND FASHION MOGUL

KANYE WEST

IT’S INTERESTING. BUT IT MAY BE TOO LATE FOR WEST

TO REGISTER IN SOME STATES. HE LACKS THE

INFRASTRUCTURE FOR A PRESIDENTIAL BID. 

—US PRESIDENT

DONALD TRUMP

POINTCOUNTERPOINT 

I
have never found a companion that was so com-
panionable as solitude,” says Henry David
Thoreau. 
Nothing can make us feel better — calmer,

happier and clearer — than being immersed in a
book, a piece of music or in the plaintive woods,
away from the madding crowd. This is a sentiment
expressed by most people when they talk about
their privacy and the pleasure they derive from it.
It is actually something deeper than just a feeling
of ecstasy. It’s only when one loses oneself in the
stillness by stepping briefly away from family and
friends that one experiences creativity.

COVID-19 has forced millions of people into
internal exile, many of whom have been  overcome
by a deep sense of loneliness. The pandemic has
made our understanding of solitude more acute
than ever. While the outbreak has opened up our
minds to the benignity of loneliness, it has also
given us an idea of the fears and nightmares that
accompany it. For instance, researchers at the
University of Essex, UK conducted a study and
found out that women are more vulnerable to
mental health problems during the Coronavirus
pandemic than men. The study revealed that the
number of women suffering from stress and lone-
liness during the outbreak has risen from 11 per
cent in normal times to 27 per cent. On the other
hand, the number of men suffering from at least
one mental condition during the pandemic has
reached 18 per cent from seven per cent earlier. 

Loneliness, uncertainty, desolation and the
economic despair triggered by the contagion have
led to a spurt in distress calls to the nation’s sui-
cide prevention helplines.

In India, the Mumbai-based Vandrevala
Foundation, an NGO that aims to provide aid to
those suffering from mental health issues in the
country, says it used to receive 90 calls a day before
the lockdown. Since the lockdown began, these
calls have gone up to 150 a day as people find it
difficult to deal with isolation and loneliness. Also,
the emails received by the foundation have gone
up from 80 to 120. 

Part of the reason that the current crisis is so
frightening is that it sets off a fear of not just being
in quarantine but also of being abandoned alto-
gether. This fear is profoundly affecting individ-
ual psyche and world views. No visitors. No shared
meals. No one to hold our hands. We’re all cut off
from each other, trapped inside the walls of our
own domestic space, the 21st-century version of
being marooned. 

Social distancing and sometimes self-quaran-
tining is the most important protective gear for
the Coronavirus but that doesn’t make it easy when
we have to do it. One of the inevitable costs will
be social isolation and an increase in our loneli-
ness. More people live alone now than at any other
time in history. The weird gift of loneliness is that
it grounds us in our common humanity. The whole
world is in the same boat. 

However frightened we may feel, we have
never been less alone. It has also heightened the
consciousness about belonging to one family. It has
shown that only by taking care of one another —
as well as the planet on which we all depend —
can any of us hope for a better future. It has shown
how helpless we as individuals are despite being
blessed with the best of this world.

Loneliness is a unique condition in which an
individual perceives himself or herself to be social-
ly isolated even when among other people. The
deleterious effects of loneliness are, however, not

due to some peculiarity of individuals
who are lonely; instead they are due to
the effects of loneliness on ordinary peo-
ple. It gives a feeling of being unable to
connect despite being surrounded by
millions of others. Being alone and being
lonely are not the same thing, of course,
and many people who live by themselves
spend little time alone.

Being single can feel lonely but it
doesn’t always have to. Likewise, being
in a relationship doesn’t make you
immune to loneliness. Just as you can feel
lonely in the company of others, you can
feel perfectly content in your own com-
pany. It’s just that many of us don’t know
how to be alone.

However, one should not let being
alone during the pandemic get us down.
There’s a positive side to it as well. It is
in isolation that we are able to do most
of our sharpest thinking and yield a har-
vest of our best ideas. It is only when you
view the world from a distance that you
are able see it whole and understand it
better. We are able to achieve an ambi-
ence that is great for creativity. Loneliness
isn’t the same thing as solitude, nor is it
solitude’s inevitable consequence. It can
arise just as easily in situations of prox-
imity. You can be lonely in a crowd, lone-
ly at a birthday party — at occasions of
intimacy, closeness, connection.   

There is difference between loneli-
ness and solitude. Solitude purges the
destructive capacity of loneliness and
allows us to tap the protective potential
of sequestration. The words “solitude”
and “loneliness” ought to have similar
meanings: “Solo” and “alone” do after all.
But faced with courage and determina-
tion they do not. Loneliness is a nega-
tive, sad feeling. On the other hand, soli-
tude is elevating, blissful.

Loneliness is the nightmare of the
social animal. It is a taboo state in our
social world. It may not be fully true

under ordinary circumstances, or even
under quarantine. But there are other
ways in which loneliness causes pain, too.
It has real, tangible effects on our brains
and bodies. The need for connection is
so central to our being that to experience
its lack plunges the body into a state of
minor emergency. 

But loneliness isn’t just a negative
state, to be vanquished or suppressed.
There’s  an intensifying of perception that
led Virginia Woolf to write in her diary
of 1929: “If I could catch the feeling, I
would. The feeling of the singing of the
real world, as one is driven by loneliness
and silence from the habitable world.”
Woolf was no stranger to quarantine. She
was confined to  a sick bed for long peri-
ods but found that even these painful
periods yielded harvests of creativity  just
because she used them not as periods of
solitary confinement or detention but as
periods of meditations and self-reflection. 

This commitment to spending
time alone has been particularly impor-
tant in a hyper-connected world where
our inner sentiments and thoughts are
drowned out by the constant chatter or
updates of other people.

Many of us confuse alone time
with “doing nothing” or equate it to phys-
ical isolation. But solitude is a state or a
situation — not a place or final destina-
tion. After all, mastering the art of soli-
tude isn’t about being antisocial but
rather knowing and understanding our-
selves better in order to connect to oth-
ers. Solitude is an opportunity to renew
ourselves and deepen self-knowledge. It
gives us time to explore and know our-
selves. It is the necessary counterpoint to
intimacy and allows us to polish the self
to make it relevant to the outer world.

Solitude gives us a chance to regain
our perspective and connect to others in
a far richer way. Pearl Buck sums it up
beautifully, “I love people. I love my fam-

ily, my children…but inside myself is a
place where I live all alone and that’s
where you renew your springs that
never dry up.” It allows us to get back into
the position of driving our own lives,
rather than having them run by sched-
ules and demands that are out of our con-
trol. Thoreau spent a long time in soli-
tude in the woods of Walden and he con-
sidered it as constructive and purpose-
ful solitude because he was insulated
from the ego-driven clamour of human
discourse.  Silence is a necessary precon-
dition to contemplation and meditation
— religious or otherwise. The effort
needed to achieve quiet, let alone silence,
usually makes it more rewarding than the
ambient noise. It’s why we go to the
woods, or the sea, or up on hillsides to
renew ourselves. It is also why we take
up meditation, or spend time in quiet
places of worship. 

We all need silence and also stillness
to become our true selves and to discov-
er the divine spark in ourselves even as
we remain surrounded by the endless
rush and agitation of modern life. Quiet
introspection sharpens the mind and
improves our understanding of an issue,
an event, or even the emotions swirling
around. This requires not just time, space
and solitude but enough silence to allow
the clear tones to steer through the noise. 

For Thoreau, revolution began at
home, one person at a time. “We must
first succeed alone, that we may enjoy our
success together”, he wrote. 

Buddha pointed out that there was
an “island of calmness” within each one
of us and we should take refuge in that
island and not allow people and events
around us to upset our inner poise. This
pandemic has given us solitude and still-
ness. We can either waste this rare gift
or we can unleash our creativity.

(The writer is a well known develop-
ment professional)

In isolation, we are able to do our sharpest thinking and yield a harvest of our best ideas. It is only when
you view the world from a distance that you are able see it whole and understand it better
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T
he COVID-19 pandemic has exposed many shortcomings in our
healthcare and food security and if corrective action is not taken
at the right time, it could pull India back significantly from its path

of achieving its Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs). With the coun-
try in a phased unlocking mode, the challenges of bringing back effi-
ciencies in health service deliveries and outreach efforts must also be
revisited and re-evaluated. There is sufficient evidence suggesting that
moderate levels of food insecurity can increase the risk of all forms of
malnutrition in the community and the nutritional status has a signifi-
cant impact on the Infant Mortality Rate (IMR). It is closely linked with
food availability, supply/distribution chain and a number of inter-relat-
ed factors. With the already struggling economy of the country made
worse by the pandemic, the demand for nutritious food supply will grad-
ually decline as the poor, vulnerable and unemployed families will be
forced to compromise on their diets, resulting in compromised immu-
nities and an increased vulnerability to deadly infections and co-mor-
bidities. Many Government programmes and initiatives have aimed at
boosting agricultural produce and combatting nutritional challenges that
existed before the COVID-19 era. These include the National Food Security
Mission, Rashtriya Krishi Vikas Yojana, the Integrated Schemes on
Oilseeds, Pulses, Palm oil and Maize, the National Nutritional Mission,
Mid-Day Meals, Anganwadi systems, Nutritional Rehabilitation Centres
and subsidised grain for the poor through the Public Distribution System,
to name a few. The National Food Security Act (NFSA), 2013, also aims
to ensure food and nutrition security for the most vulnerable as well
as make access to food a legal right.

The ready-to-eat Energy-Dense-Nutrient Food, a paste made of
peanuts, oil, sugar, milk powder, nuts and other nutrition-rich ingredi-
ents, used as a medical intervention for Severe Acute Malnutrition (SAM)
affected children along with other meals in Anganwadis, is already being
implemented in many States. The need now is to make it a part of a
national guideline for SAM. Additionally, besides a poor diet, mothers
and children face other risks related to health. Many international donor
agencies are concerned about disruptions in imports of crucial nutri-
tional products, including micronutrient supplements and micronutri-
ent-fortified products useful in preventing SAM, as this will pose a seri-
ous problem in handling the dual threat of COVID-19 and malnutrition. 

The disruption of resources for maternal and child health services
is another crisis. Some direct risks include irregular supply of antena-
tal iron folic acid or multiple micronutrients; child vitamin A supplements;
distribution of oral rehydration salts and zinc for diarrhoea; therapeu-
tic food for home treatment of SAM and safe in-person consultations.

The Integrated Child Development Services provide 100 million chil-
dren under six years of age and pregnant and lactating mothers cooked
meals and take-home rations. The programme has been allocated 2.19
million tonnes of rice and wheat, plus `21,933 crore. It further seeks
to improve the nutritional intake and health of children aged zero to six
years. With the additional allocation of rice/wheat and pulses in response
to COVID-19, the fund and food allocation for these programmes has
been increased to `2.3 lakh crore with 75 million tonnes of cereals.

Highly subsidised, cooked food made available to the urban poor
through the Amma canteens in Tamil Nadu, the Mukhyamantri Dal Bhat
Yojana in Jharkhand, the Annapurna Rasoi in Rajasthan, the Aam Aadmi
canteen in Delhi and so on, proved to be strong pillars of food secu-
rity during COVID-19. Many women’s Self-Help Groups in rural areas
took care of the immediate food needs of millions of hungry people
and stranded labourers. These efforts display a remarkable role played
by women and volunteers in sustaining the food system.

Innovative ways to stimulate demand for nutritional food supply
must be part of political will. Use of mobile technology to stimulate
demand for nutrient-rich foods and to encourage appropriate infant feed-
ing practices, including optimal breastfeeding and healthy diet prac-
tices, must be seriously considered. Food transfers should be focussed
on staples and easily available fortified crops. Cash transfers or vouch-
er schemes linked to innovative food delivery systems should also be
considered to keep the economy going and stimulate demand for fruits
and vegetables, dairy and other nutrient-rich foods. School feeding pro-
grammes must adopt new methods to safely distribute food during school
closures and post-COVID-19 when schools reopen, complying with
the new hygiene and physical distancing guidelines. 

According to the Global Nutrition Report, 2020, SAM cases in the
country continue to rise. At 20.8 per cent, they are way higher than
Asia’s average of 9.4 per cent. The last two rounds of the National Family
Health Survey (NFHS) show that the percentage of Wasted and Severely
Wasted has increased from 6.4 per cent to 7.5 per cent in the last two
decades. Hence, it will be crucial to boost community-level manage-
ment of children with SAM with adequate supply of medicines along
with protective equipment for frontline workers. Regular monitoring and
surveillance will be necessary to assess the emergence of SAM among
newly-migrated vulnerable populations. Use of technological tools for
monitoring, surveillance and improving food distribution can help India
achieve better health outcomes and win the battle against SAM.

(The writer is a public health expert)

F
ollowing Chinese aggression and
the border clashes at the Line of
Actual Control (LAC) the rela-

tionship between India and China is
now at a nadir. As a result, the war cry
to “boycott Chinese goods” is rever-
berating across India. Though the
shout is emanating mostly from the
common citizens, the Government,
too, has given clear indications in one
or two cases that Chinese investments
and firms are not welcome. 

Indian industries, on the other
hand, have given a measured response
that disengagement with China is not
possible in a short span of time and
supply chain disruption will be detri-

mental to the country.
The search for alternative suppli-

ers may begin if the Government wish-
es but it would take some time for re-
orienting production with them. If
Atmanirbhar Bharat is to succeed,
there is no alternative but to restrict
import of cheap Chinese products, a
large part of which is a result of the
Chinese exchange rate policy and
dumping of goods with underwritten
Government subsidy to their
exporters. Furthermore, India needs to
adopt a balanced approach so that the
policy passes the World Trade
Organisation’s (WTO’s) dispute settle-
ment mechanism and New Delhi
does not lose face there.

The Department for Promotion of
Industry and Internal Trade of India
recently revised its policies on Foreign
Direct Investment (FDI), restricting
funds coming from five countries that
share a border with India. Since
investment is neither covered under
the General Agreement on Tariffs and
Trade (GATT), the agreement on

Trade-Related Investment Measures
(TRIMs) or the General Agreement on
Trade in Services (GATS), which
India has committed to, the move is
not a violation of any WTO commit-
ments. 

India can also impose uniform
rule across private firms and PSUs:
In the aftermath of the People’s
Liberation Army’s (PLA’s) attack on the
Indian Army, the Department of
Telecommunications (DoT) asked
Bharat Sanchar Nigam Limited
(BSNL) and  Mahanagar Telephone
Nigam Limited (MTNL) to rework
their tenders for the forthcoming 4G
business to exclude Chinese equip-
ment. In the end, the two PSUs can-
celled the tenders and will now issue
fresh ones. 

A fiat for a PSU and not impos-
ing the same set of rules for private
players (except for imploring private
sector mobile operators to reduce their
dependence on Chinese equipment)
sets a bad precedent. This discrimina-
tion will kill PSUs in the telecom sec-

tor and in other sectors, too, if the same
practice is replicated. 

Set the right perspective for
public procurement: Annually, the
Government of India spends nearly 13
per cent of the Gross Domestic
Product (GDP) to acquire supplies,
services and capital assets. The large
size of Government procurement out-
lays empowers it to implement select
national policies using the same as
leverage. Government entities can
require contractors to maintain fair
employment practices, promote pur-
chase from Micro, Small and Medium
Enterprises (MSMEs), promote stan-
dards and innovation. All countries
worldwide have used public procedure
as a tool to set their own agenda. This
needs to be a decisive tool if
Atmanirbhar Bharat is to succeed.

However, here India needs to
refine her public procurement system.
By and large, the Indian Government
has adopted the two-bid system,
where vendors are requested to sub-
mit both technical and financial bids

in sealed envelopes while submitting
tenders for any project/service. First the
technical bids of various vendors are
evaluated as per standard criteria and
then the financial bid of the qualified
vendors are subsequently opened to
find the lowest bid. The contract is
given to the lowest bidder among the
technically qualified vendors. 

In this two-bid system, the pro-
curement agency has a very little role
to ensure quality/standard. Of course,
one can argue that technical bid eval-
uation criteria may be stringent to
ensure quality. However, one invariably
finds that the selection criteria of tech-
nical bids are more of a check list rather
than for identifying standard/quality
of the bid or to fulfil the desired objec-
tive. This may not be the way to pro-
mote Atmanirbhar Bharat. 

Use anti-dumping duty judi-
ciously: Given that India and China
are both members of the WTO and
have extended most-favoured-nation
(MFN) status to each other, India is not
in a position to impose additional

import duty selectively on Chinese
imports. However, India is in a posi-
tion to impose anti-dumping duties on
Chinese goods keeping within the
rule-book of the WTO. It is a known
fact that China follows aggressive
pricing policy to export goods, many
a time with tacit financial support from
the Government. Among the WTO
member countries, India is an active
player in respect of imposition of anti-
dumping duty. However, most pleas
are usually negated by the WTO dis-
pute settlement body after examina-
tion of evidence submitted by the
Indian Government. India really needs
to build its technical capacity in this
respect. A close interaction between
the Government, industry bodies and
economists is must for filing evidence
to the WTO panel which may have a
chance to stand.

Discourage import of finished
Chinese goods though Nepal: If
India becomes vigilant regarding
import of Chinese goods, one can
expect the Chinese consumer goods to

be routed through Nepal via the
informal channel. These products
directly compete with Indian goods in
the heartland of northern India, espe-
cially in Tier-II and Tier-III cities.
Strong action is required on this
front.

Play with the trade facilitation
measures: Since the rules for the same
are not well laid out in the WTO, India
has a lot of leverage to use this chan-
nel to discourage Chinese imports. For
instance, imposing tighter standards
may simply discourage Chinese
imports. Frequent scrutiny of Chinese
imports for complying with various
trading procedures, sending more
samples of agricultural products for
checking for sanitary and phytosani-
tary standards would give the message
to the traders/industrialists that
Chinese imports are not wanted.
Once they get the signal, they will sure-
ly establish alternative supply lines for
their required imports.

(The writer is Professor, NCAER.
Views expressed are personal)

Many ways to ease China out of the Indian economy
India needs to adopt a balanced approach so that its policy passes the WTO’s dispute settlement mechanism and New Delhi does not lose face there
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Can’t let Covid
nix food security

Use of technological tools for monitoring and
improving food distribution can help India 

achieve better health outcomes
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Tata Motors brings
in six-month EMI
holiday scheme
NEW DELHI:Tata Motors on
Wednesday said it has
introduced financing scheme
for Tiago, Nexon, and Altroz
under which customers can
avail six-month EMI holiday.
Under the scheme, customers
can now make zero down
payment, avail a six-month
EMI holiday (only interest
needs to be serviced monthly)
and access up to 100 per cent
on-road funding for a loan
tenure of five years, Tata
Motors said in a statement.
"This offer is being made
available through a partnership
with Karur Vysya Bank (KVB)
to eligible salaried and self-
employed persons," it added.
The automaker said it is also
offering affordable, step-up
EMIs on long-tenure loans of
up to eight years through its
association with multiple
financing partners.

Bank of Maha
sanctions Rs 2,779
crore since Mar
MUMBAI: State-owned Bank
of Maharashtra on Wednesday
said it has sanctioned Rs
2,779 crore to its micro, small
and medium enterprises
(MSMEs) under various
schemes since March. Of this,
the lender has sanctioned Rs
2,327 crore to MSME players,
according to a release. The
loans to MSMEs were offered
majorly under the
government's Rs 3-lakh crore
Emergency Credit Line
Guarantee Scheme (ECLGS)
and the lender's emergency
credit line for COVID-19. Since
the declaration of lockdown,
the bank has sanctioned
additional loans to its
customers, including MSMEs,
agriculture and personal
borrowers, over their regular
limits, to overcome their
liquidity mismatches. Under
its emergency line for COVID-
19, the bank sanctioned Rs
1,653.16 crore to 1,08,419
borrowers. 

Thomas Cook India
to tap demand for
vacations in Europe
NEW DELHI: Travel services
firm Thomas Cook India on
Wednesday said it has
launched an initiative -- 'City
Escapes'-- to tap the growing
demand for very short
vacations. Despite the
pandemic, international travel
remains high on the Indian
consumer's bucket list, and
Europe is a clear favourite,
Thomas Cook India said in a
filing to BSE. The 'City
Escapes' was conceptualised
to offer Indians bite-sized
breaks in and around Europe,
it added. "Indian consumers
are displaying a growing
appetite for mini-cations that
are convenient and flexible.
Therefore, our City Escapes
have been thoughtfully
designed to include centrally
located hotels for easy access.

PNS n MUMBAI

The gems and jewellery indus-
try, which is going through a
challenging time due to
COVID-19 pandemic, has
urged the government for a
supportive e-commerce policy
and a 'priority sector status' so
that it can bring in operational
benefits.

The Gem and Jewellery
Export Promotion Council
(GJEPC) in a video meeting
with Finance Minister Nirmala
Sitharaman on Monday made
a presentation on the critical
issues concerning the gem and
jewellery industry, according to
a statement.

Some of the concerns pre-
sented by GJEPC include, e-
commerce policy for the gem
and jewellery sector, making
MyKYCBank platform manda-
tory for all gem and jewellery
entities, sale of rough dia-
monds by miners in Special
Notified Zones (SNZs), reduc-
tion in import duty on polished
diamonds and 'Gold
Monetisation' scheme among

others.
GJEPC also requested for a

clarification on 'Online
Equalisation' Levy for B2B
international diamond auc-
tions.

"COVID-19 has led to a
paradigm shift in consumer
behaviour across geographies.
With e-commerce gaining
momentum, a massive rise is
seen in online purchases, and
introduction of a supportive e-
commerce policy for the sec-
tor will drive online jewellery
purchases," GJEPC Chairman
Colin Shah said.

Shah further said that "there

is a need for a dedicated sys-
tem-driven 'Fast Track
Customs Clearance' of ship-
ments for the gems and jew-
ellery goods valued below USD
800".

Shah said, GJEPC has also
urged to reduce polished dia-
mond import duty to 2.5 per
cent from 7.5 per cent to help
India to strengthen its status as
a polished diamond hub, as all
distribution would then be
out of India, leading to increase
in duty collection due to
greater volumes.

The Council also proposed
direct sale of rough diamonds

by miners in SNZs. Currently,
rough diamonds are sent to
SNZs by miners for viewing
and are shipped back to Dubai
or Antwerp (Belgium).

"Sales aren't permitted, and
if they do, it comes under the
Permanent Entities as per the
IT Act, and attracts income tax
on the sale. The same goods are
then shipped back to India via
offices in Dubai or Antwerp,
thus increasing costs for the
importer," he said adding as
much as 60 per cent of the
rough diamond is routed
through Antwerp or Dubai.

Jewellery industry seeks
supportive e-commerce policy 

PNS n BEIJING/HONG KONG

China on Wednesday opened
its first office in Hong Kong to
implement the controversial
national security law, a move
which is expected to impact
the hundreds of foreign firms
which are concerned over the
vague language used in the leg-
islation and its implications.

The office for Safeguarding
National Security of the
Central People's Government
in the Hong Kong Special
Administrative Region
(HKSAR) was inaugurated
on Wednesday, establishing
for the first time the presence
of China's security establish-
ment in the former British
colony after it came under the
control of Beijing in 1997.

The new national security
off ice places mainland
Chinese agents in the heart of
the territory for the first time.

The office is one element of
a sweeping new law which
outlaws criticism of China's
government, the BBC report-
ed.

Hong Kong was, until the
law was passed, only the part
of China and not subject to
such policies.

The law has caused alarm
in Hong Kong, a global busi-
ness hub, but officials said it

will restore stability after the
violent pro-democracy
protests.

Opening the office -- along
with Hong Kong's pro-China
Chief Executive Carrie Lam -
- Luo Huining, China's newly

appointed deputy director for
the city said that the head-
quarters for safeguarding the
national security is "the envoy
of Hong Kong's security" and
"the gatekeeper of national
security."

The office will analyse and
appraise the national securi-
ty situation in the HKSAR
and provide comments and
suggestions for major strate-
gies and policies, as per the
law.

It shall also collect and
analyse intelligence informa-
tion concerning national
security and deal with crim-
inal cases concerning nation-
al security in accordance with
the law, state-run CGTN TV
reported.

China opens security office in
Hong Kong; foreign firms anxious

PNS n NEW DELHI

Instagram on Wednesday said
it will start testing a new for-
mat ‘Reels' in India that will
allow users to create and share
short videos.

This move by the Facebook-
owned company comes with-
in weeks of the Indian govern-
ment banning 59 mobile apps
with Chinese links, including
the popular short video plat-
form TikTok terming these
apps as prejudicial to sover-
eignty of the country. 

A number of homegrown
short-video apps have seen
downloads and usage zooming
manifold since then.

Facebook India Vice
President and Managing

Director Ajit Mohan said over
the last four-five years, millions
of people have access to afford-
able mobile broadband, which
has triggered growth in con-
sumption of video. 

"It's long and short form

video... videos make up over a
third of posts on Instagram in
India... we really have the
opportunity to shape the future
of entertainment on Instagram
with videos playing a big role
in it," he added.

India is the fourth country,
after Brazil, Germany and
France, where this new format
is being tested.

"India was always on the
radar... the fact that we are
expanding testing of Reels into
India, so soon after Brazil,
France and Germany... we are
cognizant of the interest in
video, the cultural vibrancy of
the country, we are looking at
India as an important country
for us in the company," he said.

Homegrown apps like
Roposo, Chingari and
GoSocial have seen a signifi-
cant increase in downloads
and user signups on their plat-
forms after the government's
decision to ban 59 Chinese
apps on June 29. 

Interestingly, players like
ShareChat and Gaana have
also introduced short video
platforms to cash in on the
opportunity. Gaana has
launched a 'HotShots' feature
within its app, offering tools to
create and share short videos
and stories to share with more
than 150 million of its users.
ShareChat has launched a sim-
ilar app 'Moj' which has already
seen over 10 million down-
loads.Talking about Reels,
Facebook VP of Product Vishal
Shah said the latest offering will
allow users in India to create
and share short videos on
Instagram. The platform,
which has over a billion users
globally, also offers Feed,
Stories, IGTV and Live.

Instagram brings short-video format Reels to India

PNS n NEW DELHI

Markets regulator Sebi has
directed five individuals to
make an open offer for acquir-
ing shares of Sungold Capital
Ltd  as they failed to make such
offers after their shareholdings
crossed a certain threshold
back in 2007.

Under Sebi norms, entities
are required to make an open
offer to the shareholders of a
company in case their stakes go
beyond a certain threshold.

"In view of the exceptional
circumstances emerging due to
the outbreak of COVID-19
and consequential lock down
imposed, this order shall come
into force on July 31, or at the
end of the lockdown period, if
the lockdown is further
extended beyond July 31," the
regulator said in an order

dated July 7.
The individuals have been

asked to make the open offer
within a period of 45 days from
the date when the order comes
into force. The five persons are
Rajiv R Kotia and his relatives
-- Shilpa Amit Kotia, Shweta
Dhaval Kotia, Dhaval Ramesh
Kotia and Ravi Rajiv Kotia.

During an investigation,
Sebi found that Rajiv R Kotia's
shareholding in the company
rose to 15.23 per cent from
11.96 per cent in April 2007.
However, Kotia did not make

the requisite disclosures.
It was also found that Shilpa

Amit Kotia, Shweta Dhaval
Kotia, Dhaval Ramesh Kotia
and Ravi Rajiv Kotia collective-
ly acquired  22.39 per cent
shares in September 2007 in
Sungold Capital but an open
offer was not made.

According to the regulator,
the entities, who were 'Persons
Acting in Concert,' (PAC)
failed to make public
announcement for open offer
on several occasions with
respect to their acquisition of
shares in Sungold Capital dur-
ing 2007-08. By doing so, they
have violated the provisions of
takeover regulations, it noted.

Rajiv R Koita as well as other
individuals were jointly and
severally liable to make an
open offer but failed to do so,
the regulator said.

Karur Bank, Bajaj Life
Insurance join hands
PNS n COIMBATORE

Karur Vysya Bank (KVB) on
Wednesday entered into a cor-
porate agency partnership
with Bajaj Allianz Life, one of
India's leading life insurance
companies, to offer life insur-
ance solutions to the bank's
customers.

Through this partner-
ship, the bank will provide
Bajaj Allianz Life's value-
packed life insurance solu-
tions to its customers and
enable them to achieve
their life goals in a planned
manner.

B aj aj  A l l i an z  L i fe
through its affordable and
new-age life insurance solu-
tions will  empower the
bank's new and existing
customers to avail the liv-
ing benefits of life insur-
ance.The insurer's prod-
ucts will be available at the
bank's 780 branch offices
spread across India.

"KVB has been aligned
with Bajaj Allianz to mar-
ket their non-life products
since the past 17 years.
When KVB wanted to pro-

vide additional options to
customers for their life
insurance  needs ,  B ajaj
Allianz Life emerged as a
natural choice," the Bank's
Pre s i d e nt  and  C h i e f
O p e r at i ng  O f f i c e r  J
Natarajan said in a state-
ment.

PNS n NEW DELHI

Sebi on Wednesday extend-
ed the deadline till July 31 for
submitting applications for a
one-year internship pro-
gramme in its economic and
policy analysis department.

The interns wil l  be
recruited for a period of 12
months depending upon
Sebi's requirement and a
stipend of Rs 35,000 will be
provided, according to Sebi.
In a notice on Wednesday,
the watchdog said the last
date for receiving the appli-
cation will be July 31.
Candidates should have
completed at least two years
in their full time PhD pro-
gramme from a recognised
institute or university and
their PhD thesis of appli-
cants should be related to
financial economics.

PNS n NEW DELHI

Cargo handled by the country's
major ports declined by 19.68
per cent  to 141.92 million
tonnes (MT) in the first quar-
ter of this fiscal amid the
coronavirus outbreak, as per
industry body IPA.

These 12 ports had togeth-
er handled 176.69 MT of cargo
during April-June period of
2018-19, the Indian Ports
Association (IPA) said. 

Cargo volumes declined for
the third straight month in
June 2020. 

Ports like Chennai and
Kamrajar saw their cargo vol-
umes nosedive about 40 per

cent during April-June, while
Kolkata and JNPT suffered a
drop of over 30 per cent.

While Chennai port saw
39.91 per cent decline in cargo

handling to 7.28 MT,
Kamarajar (Ennore) port suf-
fered a drop of 39.41 per cent
to 5.16 MT in April-June, as
per IPA data.

PNS n TOKYO

Global shares were mixed
Wednesday as uncertainty over
the coronavirus pandemic
sapped the buying enthusiasm
that has been driving prices
higher.

France's CAC 40 slipped
0.6% in early trading to
5,015.65, while Germany's
DAX was down 0.3% at
12,581.38. 

Britain's FTSE 100 edged up
nearly 0.2% to 6,200.27. U.S.
shares were set to drift higher
with Dow futures up 0.3% at
25,856.0. The S&P 500 future

contract gained 0.3% to
3,146.12.

Given the current murky
outlook, investors are likely to
cash in on recent gains, ana-
lysts said.

“Investors are trying their

best to look through the knot-
ty COVID-19 economic
entanglement. Still, you can see
why they might be more prone
to booking some profits on
upticks,” Stephen Innes, chief
global market strategist at
AxiCorp, said in a report.

But the recent bullish mood
remains on shaky ground, and
could easily sour, he said.

“It is impossible for investors
not to grow weary and even-
tually, at some point, fall prey
to the endless drip of negative
COVID-19 stories and how
the second wave virus will
crush the market,” he added.

PNS n NEW DELHI

Specialty chemicals manufac-
turer Rossari Biotech will come
out with its initial share-sale on
July 13, which will end four
months of lull in the IPO mar-
ket. The company has fixed a
price band of Rs 423-425 per
equity share for its initial public

offering (IPO) that will be open
for public subscription during
July 13-15, Rossari Biotech said
in a statement.

This would be the first com-
pany to brave the current volatile
markets.

There has been a lull in the
IPO market since the last initial
share-sale of SBI Cards &

Payment Services, which opened
on March 2 and closed on
March 5. In fact, many compa-
nies that received Sebi's go-
ahead deferred their issue to a
later date. Rossari Biotech's IPO
comprises issuance of fresh
shares worth Rs 50 crore and and
a sale of 10,500,000 equity
shares by the company's promot-

ers through the offer-for-sale
route. It has raised Rs 100 crore
in a private placement of
2,352,920 equity shares to vari-
ous investors, including Malabar
India Fund Limited, Axis Mutual
Fund, Mirae Asset Mutual Fund,
Sundaram Mutual Fund, and
ICICI Lombard General
Insurance Company Limited.

PNS n NEW DELHI

Coca-Cola India on
Wednesday said it has part-
nered with Common Services
Centers (CSCs) programme
under Ministry of Electronics
and Information Technology,
to list its products on the lat-
ter's Grameen e-Store plat-
form. CSC and Coca-Cola's
partnership serves the dual
purpose of providing last mile
connectivity of essential and
affordable hydration to citi-
zens' doorsteps, as well as pro-
moting rural entrepreneur-
ship and building livelihoods
by mapping supply points to

Village Level Entrepreneurs
(VLEs), the company said in a
statement. In the pilot phase,
Coca-Cola's portfolio of prod-
ucts will be listed on Grameen

eStore, a hyper-local rural e-
commerce platform, across the
states of Andhra Pradesh,
Telangana, Tamil Nadu, Uttar
Pradesh and Haryana, it added. 

PNS n NEW DELHI

The National Skill
Development Corporation
(NSDC) and Microsoft on
Wednesday announced a
strategic partnership aimed at
providing digital skills to
over 1 lakh youth in the
country over the next one
year. "Microsoft will collabo-
rate with NSDC's eSkill India
portal to provide free access
to learning resources and
conduct digital skilling
awareness drives, equipping
the next generation of learn-
ers with the skills they need
to thrive in a digital econo-
my," a release said.

Sebi extends
deadline for
internship

PNS n MUMBAI

The rupee depreciated 9 paise
to settle at 75.02 (provision-
al) against the US dollar on
Wednesday tracking volatile
domestic equities, rising
crude oil prices and strength-
ening American currency.

While foreign fund inflows
supported the rupee, factors
like strong dollar, volatile
domestic equities and rising
COVID-19 cases dragged the
local unit down, Forex traders
said.

The rupee opened on a
positive note at 74.88 at the
interbank forex market, but
lost ground and settled for
the day at 75.02 against US
dollar, down 9 paise over its
last close.

It had settled at 74.93
against the US dollar on
Tuesday. During the four-
hour trading session, the
domestic unit witnessed an
intra-day high of 74.87 and a
low of 75.05 against the US
dollar. Meanwhile, the dollar
index, which gauges the
greenback's strength against
a basket of six currencies, rose
0.01 per cent to 96.89.

Rupee slips 9
paise against
US dollar

Global shares mixed as pandemic
uncertainty squelches buying

NSDC,
Microsoft join
hands 

Rossari Biotech IPO to open on Jul 13

Coca-Cola India partners CSC
to list products on Grameen 

Through this
partnership, the
bank will provide
Bajaj Allianz Life's
value-packed life
insurance
solutions to its
customers and
enable them to
achieve their goals 

The law has
caused alarm in
Hong Kong, a
global business
hub, but officials
said it will restore
stability after the
violent pro-
democracy
protests

The Gem and
Jewellery Export
Promotion Council
in a video meeting
with Finance
Minister Nirmala
Sitharaman on
Monday made a
presentation on
the critical issues 

Cargo volume at major ports dips
20 pc to 142 MT in Apr-June

Make open offer to shareholders
of Sungold Capital: Sebi



One of many
things that's on

everyone's mind,
but is nearly

impossible to
fulfil right now is
the wish to go on
a vacation. Apart

from various
sectors, Tourism

too, has been
badly hit by the
lockdown called

due to the
Coronavirus

pandemic, but
there's no

stopping the
community of
travel junkies,

reports The
Pioneer's

RACHEL
DAMMALA

hile it’s going to be
long and patient
wait for us com-
moners to go back
to touring, how is
the community of

travel junkies surviving? How
are they able to stay put at
home, for close to four months
now? What’s keeping them
going? It’s the virtual walks!

Yes, you heard it right, since
almost everything has turned
digital for the time being, why
not travel to a new place virtu-
ally too! The brainchild of these
virtual heritage walks, Gopala
Krishna AB asked himself this
very question and what came
out of it, is for all to see.

The idea is as simple as it
sounds: travel lovers come
together on one platform,
where videos of a certain place
are shown and a tourist-like
experience is met. “We began
our first virtual heritage walk
back in March and it became
an instant hit. The response has
been great until now. We have
close to two thousand members
joining us for these virtual
tours,” informs Gopal, who also
founded the group ‘Hyderabad
Trails’, which is home to several
such travel lovers.”

A digital nomad himself,
Gopal was stuck in Rajasthan
when the lockdown was called

in March. Although he doesn’t
consider calling it “stuck”, the
travel-lover enjoyed every bit of
his stay there. Once travel
restrictions were eased, he
moved to the hills in
Uttarakhand’s Mussoorie. 
“The hills naturally have a
healthy lifestyle and the virus
isn’t that bad here. There isn’t
much crowd as it is, so I found
this to be a better place to quar-
antine myself in,” shares Gopal.

He and many such people
from the community need just
a laptop (for their jobs to earn
their bread and butter), good
internet and they’re good to go.
They’ve all called places like
Hampi, Auroville, Pushkar,
Goa, etc., their home. Yes,
home, because they take the
proverb, ‘When in Rome, do as
the Romans do,’ quite literally.
Their stay, food, and everything
have to be like that of a local!

So how do the virtual her-
itage walks work? “Video
footages of a particular place
are put together and shown
with real-time comentary, giv-
ing viewers the feel that they’re
virtually traveling every week-
end. The process, by trial and
error method, has gotten better
in the past few months,”
explains Ranjith Kumar 
Gokul, an IT professional 
and another active member 

of the community.
The group hopes to continue

these virtual walks even after
the lockdown is lifted, given
how travelling is not the first
thing people will want to do,
given the virus’ scare. “Soon,
we hope to have more people
and more places to travel virtu-
ally. This also is a great idea for
people who stay
elsewhere, and
can’t have a her-
itage walk in
Hyderabad. So we
don’t have to limit our-
selves to a smaller num-
ber, early hours and
other such issues.
While we’re doing
this now free of
cost, we probably
might want to
monetise this in the
near future,” Ranjit adds.

Gopal, who currently stays in
the lap of nature amid the for-
est, hills, with the freedom to
go around to get oxygen when-
ever and for however long he
wants to and experiences the
rich culture of Mussoorie and
other remote villages around
the place, says, “It’s not a good
time to travel, but you can
always visit another part of the
country through a Facebook
live or Zoom call now, in the
comfort of your homes.”

If you’re a travelling nomad
too, check this group out to
temporarily quench your desire
to tour various places like Goa,
Hampi, Rishikesh, Auroville,

etc., across the
country.
Hyderabad

Trails, which
otherwise

organises heritage walks and
longer tours, is looking to keep
things as real as possible,
through their virtual tours.

The community has an
active social media presence on
Facebook and Twitter, where
they keep posting information
about various cities, their histo-
ry that is centuries old, changes

they’ve gone through, etc.
Once the lockdown ends,
they hope to crawl back to
their regular tours and do

more to promote the rich cul-
tural heritage of the city via
museums, galleries with pho-
tographs, articles, souvenirs,
etc.

We began our first
virtual heritage walk
back in March and it became
an instant hit. The response
has been great until now. We
have close to two thousand
members joining us for these
virtual tours. Video footages of
a particular place are put
together and shown with real-
time comentary, giving viewers
the feel that they’re virtually
traveling every weekend. 

GOPAL

W

VIRTUAL TOURS TO
SATIATE TRAVEL JUNKIES

Dry Fog C-Gate
aking inspiration
from Prime
Minister
Narendra Modi’s
clarion call to
‘Vocal for Local,’

Hyderabad’s firm Ven
Energy Processors Pvt Ltd,
a Power Electronic
Equipment manufacturing
company, developed
“Disinfectant Dry Fog C-
Gate.

C-Gate disinfection
chamber allows people to
disinfect themselves from
head to toe. The mixed oxi-
dant solution as a disinfec-
tant is atomized into dry
fog made up of tiny
droplets, as a diluted disin-
fectant mixed solution
becomes dry fog. “The
water in the droplet evapo-
rates quickly, gets in contact
with the virus and disinfects
effectively,” explains Prasad
Myneni, CEO of Ven
Energy Pvt Ltd.

The first product has
been installed and pressed
into the service in the city
at Hotel Daspalla, Jubilee
Hills, Hyderabad.

“C-Gate germ-fighting
dry fog system may not
offer a magic cure but offers
an additional layer of pro-
tection for over four hours
as we fight Coronavirus
Pandemic" informs Prasad

The product which is a
first-of-its-kind in our state
is an improvised version
over existing disinfectant
technologies in our country.
Initially, it was developed
for self-usage and captive
consumption. After seeing
its effective results and
overwhelming response, the
company decided to go for
commercial production.
The product, according to
Dr. Bidhan Das, a Public
Health Care expert, has a
huge potential in the global
market. Hence, a patent had
been filed.

One of the main compo-
nents of the mixed oxidant
solution is Hypochlorous
Acid (HOCI). As per the
CDC, USA, it fits the bill as
the most ideal disinfectant.
The main component is
outsourced from the US
from a patented and reliable

source.
It is non-alcoholic and

has no harmful effects. It is
easy to be installed both
indoors and outdoors. It
doesn’t leave scar, stains,
and residues on the body
and highly economical
works with the least mainte-
nance cost. It fogs for about
20 to 30 seconds with a gap
of another 25 seconds, for
the next person to walk in.

T

C-Gate disinfection
chamber allows
people to disinfect
themselves from
head to toe. The
mixed oxidant
solution as a
disinfectant is
atomized into dry
fog made up of tiny
droplets, as a
diluted disinfectant
mixed solution 
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harlies Angels
star Lucy Liu
says she faced a
lot of difficulties
initially in her
career due to

racism in Hollywood.
In an interview with

Sydney Morning Herald, Liu
said that she struggled to
get auditions when she was
just starting out as an actor
in Los Angeles, reports vari-
ety.com.

“I think I was just too
naive and didn’t know what
was ahead of me or what I
was going to be up against,”
she said, adding: “I had

some idea when I got to
L.A., because a friend of
mine would have 10 audi-
tions in a day or a week and
I would have maybe two or
three in a month, so I knew
it was going to be much
more limited for me.”

“But then I got really
lucky with a few jobs, which
put me in rooms for audi-
tions where I looked like no
other woman in the room. I
thought, ‘I don’t even
understand why I’m here,
but I’m going to give it my
all’,” Liu added.

“I think when you are
somewhat the black sheep,

you don’t really have any-
thing to lose, because they
are not necessarily looking
for you. So you may as well
go for it,” she noted.

Liu, 51, recently
wrapped up a seven-sea-
son run as Dr Joan
Watson in the modern
Sherlock Holmes version
Elementary. She is now
seen in Why Women
Kill series, which is
about three women
across three different
time periods and how
they deal with their
respective husbands’
infidelity.
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l Each row and column can
contain each number (1 to 9)
exactly once.

l The sum of all numbers in
any row or column must
equal 45.
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ctress-producer
Anushka
Sharma says
the Covid-19
pandemic has
taught her that

all are co-dependent on
one another even if it is
clearly not seen.

“I think what this pan-
demic has taught me is
that we are all co-depen-
dent on one another even
if we don’t see it very
clearly. The connection
that all of us have — right
from a farmer to a person
working at the topmost
level in a corporate
(organisation) — everyone
is connected in some way,
and the work that one per-
son does affects the life of
another. So it’s something
like a Butterfly Effect,”
Anushka told IANS.

Everyone is connected
to one another, stressed
Anushka.

“I think this is some-
thing that we are some-
times ignorant of, and we
think our life is
autonomous, but it actual-
ly isn’t. We are all connect-
ed with one another and
this pandemic has taught
us to appreciate one
another so much more,
and to appreciate the work
that everybody does. I’m
not only talking about the
frontline workers — their
contribution has been
extremely brave and we all
feel extremely grateful for
it,” she said.

Anushka said that every
job that anyone does is
equally important, and
they are all linked in a way.

“It is the realisation I’ve
had through this pandem-
ic and it has really made
me feel way more hum-
bled, and it has made me
feel way more connected
to everybody and every
job that people do right
now,” she said.

“Because when every-
thing moves along
smoothly you don’t realise
the work that you are
looking out for, something
that you want to get done.
You don’t realise that so
many people have to come
together for it to happen.
So many people’s contribu-
tion and their expertise in
that field helps you attain
what you want to attain in
life. This is the realisation I
had during this pandem-
ic,” she told IANS.

A

Boman Irani, Jim Sarbh in interactive
show to raise funds for Covid-affected

LUCY LIU ON BEING
HOLLYWOOD'S ‘BLACK SHEEP'

fter Taapsee
Pannu, actress
Vidya Balan
shared that she
has resumed
shooting amid

the ongoing Covid pan-
demic.

On
Wednesday,
Vidya took to
Instagram
Stories
and post-
ed a pic-
ture
that

shows her sitting in a
vanity van. She sits with
her crew while getting
her make-up done.

The crew members
have taken proper safety
precautions, wearing PPE
suits and masks.

“backtowork”, Vidya
captioned the image,

adding a praying
emoji.

On the film front,
Vidya will be next
seen in Shakuntala
Devi. The film casts
her in the title role of

mathematics genius
Shakuntala Devi and will
premiere digitally on July
31.

Actors Sanya Malhotra
and Amit Sadh are also a
part of the project.

Recently, Vidya turned
producer when she co-
produced the self-starring
short film, Nathkat,
which addresses patri-
archy and toxic masculin-
ity. The film had its world
premiere at the We Are
One: A Global Film
Festival on June 2.

ctor Viraf
Patell has ini-
tiated an inter-
active project
to raise funds
for people

affected by the Covid-19
pandemic, and he has
roped in industry friends
including Boman Irani,
Jim Sarbh and Naakul
Mehta to participate.

“I am so glad that
some of us, who are in a
position to help, will be
able to actually impact
lives from the safety and

the comfort of our
homes. I am really look-
ing forward to making it
a fun, memorable and a
paisa vasool chat for all
those kind souls who are
donating their hard-
earned money to Covid
relief,” said Boman, about
Patell’s initiative, called
Chat For Good, which is
a platform that lets com-
mon people have a video
interaction with celebri-
ties.

The contribution from
the participants will go

towards helping migrant
labourers, children, sex
workers and wildlife via
six credible NGOs.

“I read somewhere that
the suffering is endless.
With our initiative, I
hope that we can prove
that human kindness
knows no limit either.
Some of us have enough
while some of us are
struggling in unseen
ways. ‘Chat For Good’
aims to bridge between
those who can help and
those who need help.”

A

A

Vidya Balan resumes work
amid Covid-19 pandemic
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AFP n CELTA

At l e t i c o
Madrid will

have to wait to
clinch a place
in next sea-
s o n ’ s
C h a m p i o n s
League after being
held to a 1-1 draw at
Celta Vigo on Tuesday.

Alvaro Morata
scored in the opening
minute before Francisco
Beltran equalised for
the hosts the other side
of the break.

The result leaves
Atleti four points
away from qualifying
for the top tier of
European football
with three games

remaining and Celta are
seven points clear of the rel-
egation zone.

“It’s a difficult ground
to visit, Celta play good
football, where
they are in the

table isn’t justi-
fied by

t h e i r
football,”
Morata
t o l d
M o v i s t a r .
“We’re ready
now to finish
our objective
of third place.
What we have
to do is
achieve our

objective as quick as
we can.”

Victory could

have seen Atletico seal a
top-four spot this week if
other results had gone their
way.

Earlier, South Korean
teenager Lee
Kang-in scored
with two min-
utes to play to
move Valencia to
within a point of
the Europa
League places in

a 2-1 win over Real
Valladolid.

Lee, 19, clinched his
side’s first victory since
Albert Celades was sacked
earlier this month and sent
his outfit up to eighth, just
behind Real Sociedad in
the spot for the qualifying
rounds for next season’s
continental competition.

AFP n LONDON

Chelsea moved up to third in
the Premier League table

after holding out to win a 3-2
thriller at Crystal Palace, while
Leicester could only manage a
draw at 10-man Arsenal on
Tuesday.

Frank Lampard’s
men edged closer to seal-
ing a place in next season’s
Champions League as a
seventh win in eight
games takes them one
point ahead of Leicester
and opened up a five-point lead
on fifth-placed Manchester
United.

The Blues were fortunate
when opening the scoring at
Selhurst Park as former Chelsea
captain Gary Cahill fell to the
ground clutching his hamstring
to allow Willian to tee up Olivier
Giroud for his fourth goal in six
games.

Christian Pulisic’s form
since the Premier League’s
restart has led to comparisons
with Eden Hazard, the man he
replaced at Stamford Bridge, and
the Belgian would have been
proud of Chelsea’s second as the
21-year-old American skipped
past Joel Ward and hammered

in off the inside of the
near post.

As so often this sea-
son, Lampard’s men
failed to capitalise on
their dominance and
were suddenly on the

back foot when Wilfried Zaha
thundered a shot high past
Kepa Arrizabalaga from long
range for Palace’s first goal in
four games. Chelsea looked to
have sealed the three points
again when substitutes Ruben
Loftus-Cheek and Tammy
Abraham combined for the lat-
ter to restore a two-goal cushion
19 minutes from time.

PTI n NEW DELHI

H
osting the IPL in India
remains BCCI president
Sourav Ganguly’s “first

priority” and he is hoping that
the cricket world will not have
to endure a 2020 sans the glitzy
event, despite his concerns
around the rising Covid-19
cases.

The T20 league, which was
scheduled to start on March 29,
stands suspended due to the
Covid-19 pandemic.

While the former India cap-
tain said it is important for crick-
et to return to normalcy, any
decision on the IPL can be
taken only after the ICC decides
on the fate of the T20 World
Cup, scheduled to be played in
Australia in October-November.

“We don’t want the year
2020 to finish without an IPL.
Our first priority is India and
even if we get 35 to 40 days, we
will host it. But we don’t know
where...” Ganguly said on India
Today show Inspiration.

New Zealand, Sri Lanka
and the UAE have offered to
host the event in case there are
logistical issues in India with the
rapid rise in coronavirus cases.

Organising the league over-
seas is an option but that would
result in increased costs.

“I will put it in this order.
Firstly, whether we can (have an
IPL) within the time frame as
IPL has limited window.

“Secondly India. If it’s not
possible then we are thinking of
going out (abroad). But going
out where...Because if you go out

it becomes expensive for every-
one — franchises and board.

“Because of conversion rate

and currency exchange rate it
becomes expensive. So we are
monitoring but as I said we are

very keen to host it and got our
fingers crossed.”

The delay in taking a final

call on the fate of the T20
World Cup is also keeping the
BCCI bosses and other IPL
stakeholders waiting.

“We don’t know yet as we
don’t have a decision from ICC
regarding the T20 World Cup.
We keep hearing different things
from the media but unless it is
officially told to Board members,
you don’t know what’s happen-
ing,” he said.

Ganguly is aware of the
grim situation in Indian cities
with IPL franchises.

“If it doesn’t happen in
India because of Covid-19 then
places like Mumbai, Delhi,
Kolkata and Chennai, these
have big teams in IPL but at this
point, you can’t put hand to your
heart and say cricket will happen
in these places.

“Ahmedabad we were keen
to go there. It’s an amazing sta-
dium. I don’t know whether we
can go there or not. It’s not easy
at the moment to say we are
going to host it in India.”

Only once in the 12-year
history of the IPL has the entire
tournament been shifted out of
India.

AFP n SOUTHAMPTON

England and West Indies
players took a knee in sup-

port of the Black Lives Matter
movement before the start of
play in the first Test at
Southampton as international
cricket returned after a four-
month absence.

Moments before the first
ball was bowled at an empty
Rose Bowl, West Indies’ fielding
players knelt in the outfield
while their England counter-
parts did the same around the
field.

A Black Lives Matter logo
also was on the collar of the test
shirts worn by players from
both teams for the match played
in a strict isolated environment
and following repeated testing
of players and staff members.

The West Indies squad has
said the movement, which has
grown since the killing of
George Floyd in the United
States in May, has been a source
of motivation on this tour.

The kneeling gesture has
been made before Premier
League matches since the
resumption of football in
England last month.

There was a minute’s silence
in honor of those who died in
the coronavirus pandemic and
also West Indies great Everton
Weekes, who died last week.

Play was starting after a
three-hour delay because of
light rain and a wet outfield.
There can be a maximum of 70

overs on the rain-affected first
day.

It meant cricket fans had to
wait a while longer for the
return of international cricket
since the last action in early
March.

E n g l a n d ’s
stand-in captain,
Ben Stokes, won
the toss and opted to bat under
overcast skies.

Filling in for Joe Root, who
was absent because of the birth
of his second child, Stokes was
captain for the first time and
made a big call in leaving out
fast bowler Stuart Broad — a
long-time regular in the team.

Jofra Archer, Mark Wood
and James Anderson made up
England’s pace attack along
with Stokes.

West Indies captain Jason
Holder, who left out Rahkeem

Cornwall, said he was “not too
disappointed to be bowling
first.”

After the toss was made,
Stokes briefly forget about social
distancing when he went to

shake the hand of
Holder. Holder
move his hand
away and both all-

rounders laughed.

LINEUPS
England: Rory Burns, Dom
Sibley, Joe Denly, Zak Crawley,
Ben Stokes (c), Ollie Pope, Jos
Buttler, Dom Bess, Jofra Archer,
Mark Wood, James Anderson.
Windies: Kraigg Brathwaite,
John Campbell, Shai Hope,
Shamarh Brooks, Roston Chase,
Jermaine Blackwood, Jason
Holder (c), Shane Dowrich,
Alzarri Joseph, Kemar Roach,
Shannon Gabriel. 

IANS n NEW DELHI

Australian fast bowler Josh
Hazlewood believes star

Indian opener Rohit Sharma has
a phenomenal record when it
comes to white-ball cricket and
his batting style is filled with
pure class and elegance.

“He’s got many. I think it’s
just with how the ease that he
plays, specially anything back of
a length, anything short, just puts
it away with such ease. It’s just an
area in which he gets better, I
think,” Hazlewood said — while
speaking about Rohit’s greatest
strength — on Star Sports Cricket
Connected show.

“He never looks to bludgeon
the ball, just pure class and ele-

gance. His records, especially in
white-ball cricket, is phenome-
nal,” he added.

When asked if a bowler gets
annoyed by seeing a player bat
with such ease, the right-arm
Australian pacer said: “Yeah,
absolutely. I mean the batters
through our time, obviously are
the frustrating ones to bowl to.”

“Even when someone who
came quicker like Mitchell Starc
or Pat Cummins’ bowling to
those guys, it doesn’t seem fast
and that’s probably the one
thing that sticks out when you
are bowling to these types of
players,” he added.

Rohit has so far scored 29
tons, including three double
hundreds, in 224 ODIs he has
played for the Men in Blue. He
also has four T20I and six Test
hundreds to his name. 

BELGRADE: Novak Djokovic has
accused critics of subjecting
him to a “witch-hunt” after his
regional Adria Tour tennis event
ended in a novel coronavirus
fiasco and said he was still
uncertain whether he would
play at the August 31-September
13 US Open.

Djokovic, who tested posi-
tive for Covid-19 after the Adria
Tour’s second leg in Croatia,
pulled no punches in slamming
his peers and pundits who said
he was irresponsible to stage the
event amid the pandemic.

“I can only see criticism late-
ly and much of it is malicious,”
Djokovic told Wednesday’s issue
of Serbia’s daily Sportski Zurnal.

“It’s obviously more than
just criticism, it’s like an agenda
and a witch-hunt are on.
Someone has to take the fall, a

big name.
“I still haven’t decided

whether I will play in the US
Open, the upsurge in regis-
tered Covid-19 cases in the

United States and New York in
particular are not playing into
the event’s hands,” added
Djokovic who was back in train-
ing on Tuesday with Troicki.

Djokovic tested negative
after the second test he took last
week and, having conceded
after the failed tournament that
it came to soon, he reiterated
that he had acted in good faith.

“My intention was pure, I
was whole-heartedly committed
to organising a humanitarian
event to help players and tennis
federations in the (Balkan)
region,” he said.

“We complied with all the
laws and regulations. But we’ve
learned our lessons and some
things could have probably been
done in a different way.”

The first leg in Belgrade held
on June 13-14 with no social dis-
tancing rules in place drew a sell-
out 4,000 crowd and as many
fans turned up in Zadar’s Visnjik
tennis complex with a capacity
of 9,000 a week later. Agencies

WASHINGTON: The Ryder Cup
was postponed until 2021 in
Wisconsin because of the Covid-
19 pandemic that raised too
much uncertainty whether the
loudest event in golf could be
played before spectators.

The announcement on
Wednesday was inevitable and
had been in the works for weeks
as the PGA of America, the
European Tour and the PGA
Tour tried to adjust with so
many moving parts.

The Ryder Cup was sched-
uled for September 25-27 at
Whistling Straits, but will move
to September 24-26 in 2021. It’s
the second time in the last two
decades the Ryder Cup was
postponed. It was moved off the
odd-numbered years in 2001
because of the September 11 ter-
rorist attacks. AP

1st Test, Day 2
Live from 3:30pm IST

SONY SIX NETWORK

Hope we don’t have IPL-less 2020: Ganguly

NEW DELHI: BCCI president
Sourav Ganguly on Wednesday
announced cancellation of the
Asia Cup T20, scheduled to be
held in September, due to the
Covid-19 pandemic.

Pakistan originally had the
hosting rights of the six-team
continental event but consider-

ing the alarming situation, the
PCB board had decided to swap
it with Sri Lanka.

“Asia Cup cancel ho chuka
hai, jo September me tha (Asia
Cup, which was to be held in
September, has been cancelled),”
Ganguly told Sports Tak in an
Instagram Live session.

The Pakistan Cricket Bard
confirmed that they have agreed
to host the event in 2022 and Sri
Lanka is now expected to host
it next year following the can-
celation of this year’s edition.

PCB chief Ehsan Mani said
the decision was made due to
the worsening pandemic.

“The Asian Cricket Council
is looking at organising it next
year. It is too dangerous to host
it this year We had swapped the
event with Sri Lanka this year
because it is one of the least
affected (in South Asia) from
the virus,” the veteran adminis-
trator said. PTI

‘Rohit’s batting style is filled
with class & elegance’

Djokovic accuses critics of ‘witch-hunt'

Novak Djokovic attends training session with his coach Goran Ivanisevic AP

Ryder Cup postponed
until next year

Atletico wait to seal CL
berth continues

Chelsea climb to 3rd place

Sourav announces Asia Cup cancellation, PCB chief confirms

Poms, Windies take a
knee ahead of 1st Test

England opener Rory Burns along with Windies players take a knee before the start
of the first day of the 1st Test at Ageas Bowl in Southampton on Wednesday AP

A
steroids fly past our planet Earth fairly regularly and
scientists are usually not only aware but even predict the
dates and timings about when a particular asteroid will

swing by Earth. However, an asteroid flew by Earth and
astronomers didn't realise it till a couple of days later! Dubbed
2020 LD and measuring nearly 100 metres in diameter , the
asteroid, travelling at a speed of 60,826 miles per hour - came
closer to Earth than even the Moon on June 5. According to
European Space Agency (ESA), the space rock was just 0.8 lunar
distances away from Earth. So, if the moon is 384, 317 km away
from Earth, asteroid 2020 LD 307,454 km away when it flew by.
It was not only the biggest asteroid to pass between Earth and
the Moon this year, but the biggest to come this close to earth
since 2011, and also ranked as one of the biggest ever to fly this
close to Earth without being previously detected, according to
website Earth Sky.

Woman demands salary,
owner releases dog 

Woman sues Starbucks
for writing ISIS on her cup

M
uslim woman was in for a shock after she ordered a coffee
for herself at a Starbucks barista in St. Paul, Minnesota in
the United States on July 1 and received her cup with 'ISIS'

written on it instead of her name. After the incident, Aishah has
filed a discrimination charge against Target, which runs and
operates the particular store. ISIS, the acronym for the Islamic
State of Iraq and Syria, is a terrorist group, known for its
fundamental beliefs which has carried out several terrorist attacks.
On the day of the incident, Aishah, who was wearing a face mask
owing to the novel
coronavirus pandemic,
said that she had
mentioned her name
while placing her order.
"When she asked for
my name, I slowly
repeated it multiple
times. There is
absolutely no way she
could have heard it as ISIS. Aishah is not an unknown name and I
repeated it multiple times," Aishah said. She was "overwhelmed"
with emotions after seeing the cup and felt humiliated and a deep
sense of indignity. "The moment I saw it, I was overwhelmed with
a lot of emotions. I felt belittled and so humiliated. This is a word
that shatters the Muslim reputation all over the world. I cannot
believe that in this day and age, something like this can be
considered acceptable. It isn't okay," she added.

T
he Delhi Police arrested the owner of a spa for allegedly
releasing a dog to attack her employee who asked for
pending salary in south Delhi's Malviya Nagar area,

officials said. "The incident took place on June 11. The victim,
Sapna (39), got injured and received at least 15 stitches on her
face and neck," police said. She said she had worked in the
spa for a one-and-half months before the coronavirus
lockdown and left the job on March 22. In her complaint, the
victim alleged that when she asked her employer about her
dues on June 11, Rajni, the owner, called Sapna to her house.
The victim went to Rajani's house in Khirki Extension for her
dues where Rajni asked her to do work, following which she
would get money. However, when the victim refused to do so,
Rajni threatened her and let her dog loose on Sapna,
according to the First Information Report (FIR). When she was
screaming, Rajni asked her not to shout as the people would
gather after hearing her cry.

Drones light up sky 
with Corona messages

Asteroid flew closer to
Earth than the moon
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undreds of drones have lit up the night sky in the South
Korean capital, Seoul, for a spectacular showcase of
motivational and awareness messages as the fight against the

coronavirus pandemic continues. Three hundred unmanned aerial
vehicles were programmed to form images above the Han River
on Saturday night, displaying messages of key precautionary
measures including wearing masks, washing hands and keeping
physical distances.  The 10-minute show shifted to messages of
gratitude for medical personnel in the front lines of the pandemic
as well as all South Koreans for their collective efforts. "Thanks to
you," the
drones wrote in
the sky next to
a heart shape,
before forming
a silhouette of
the Korean
Peninsula with
the message:
"Cheer up,
Republic of
Korea." Earlier,
a similar drone show was organised in Madrid to honour COVID-
19 victims and frontline workers with messages including "Hope"
and "Heroes" painted on night sky. In Japan, a fireworks display
was organised to spread cheer after many of the country's
summer fireworks festivals were called off.

Zlatan-inspired Rossoneri
comeback floors Juve
AFP n MILAN

Juventus wasted the chance to
move 10 points clear at the top of

Serie A as the defending champions
blew a two-goal lead to lose 4-2 at
a Zlatan Ibrahimovic-inspired AC
Milan on Tuesday, after second-
placed Lazio’s shock 1-2 defeat at
Lecce.

Maurizio Sarri’s men led
through goals from Adrien Rabiot
and Cristiano Ronaldo early in the
second half, but were then blown
away by a brilliant Milan display as
Ibrahimovic scored and had an
assist.

Milan coach Stefano Pioli, who
could reportedly be sacked at the
end of the season, saw his side boost
their hopes of European qualifica-

tion by moving above Roma and
Napoli into fifth.

“I am not remotely thinking
about August 3 or the future. I am
thinking of the next game,” Pioli told
DAZN. “There have been some
tough moments, but I love what I
do.”

Juve remain on track for a

ninth straight title, sitting seven
points clear of Lazio with seven
matches remaining, but could have
rendered the race all but over with
a victory.

The loss snapped the Turin
giants’ seven-game winning run in
the league.

The reigning champions burst
into life after the interval, when
French international Adrien Rabiot
drove forward and fired a fine left-
footed shot from the edge of the area
into the top corner to score his first
Serie A goal.

Ronaldo doubled the advantage
less than eight minutes into the sec-
ond half, netting for the fifth con-
secutive game and for the 26th time
in Serie A this term with a cool fin-
ish.



ith his multiple
attempts at taking
RRR to floors last
month failing after a
surge in coronavirus

positive cases in GHMC lim-
its, it looks like filmmaker
SS Rajamouli has switched
attention to other things.
According to reports
doing the rounds, the
director, who not long
mentioned that he has
a script idea for his
next with superstar

Mahesh Babu, is devoting the available
time to flesh it out further.  With resump-
tion of shootings staring at an indefinite
delay, he was left with no option but to
focus on the script side of Mahesh’s film, it
is said. He wants to wrap up Mahesh’s film
at the earliest as and when he takes it
floors unlike his recent norm of investing
more than a year on a single project, it is
believed.

Rajamouli- Mahesh project will be pro-
duced by Sri Durga Arts chief KL
Narayana who is known for backing con-
tent-rich cinema. His last production was
Jr NTR-starrer 2006 release Raakhi.

n an industry
where success
determines a tal-
ent’s next opportu-
nity, director KV
Anudeep, who has

directed Jaathi Ratnalu, fea-
turing Naveen Polishetty,
Priyadarshi and Rahul
Ramakrishna, considers him-
self to be lucky. After a not-
so impressive debut with
Pittagoda more than three
years ago, the director, in his
own terms, “landed his sec-
ond project easily”.
“Generally to bag your maid-
en film is difficult in the
industry and when it doesn’t
do well, it becomes 10 times
trickier to get your second. In
my case, the scenario was
opposite. Not only did I get
my second project easily but
the shoot too progressed
without hurdles. My sincere
thanks go to Nag Ashwin,
Swapna Dutt and Priyanka
Dutt in this regard,” he tells
us in an interview.

It was Nag Ashwin, the
director of much-loved
Mahanati, who was instru-
mental in signing Anudeep
for Swapna Cinema, which
produced Jaathi Ratnalu. “He

liked my short film Missed
Call, which I made before my
first film. It was low on quali-
ty but high on comedy and
one-liners. He told me he
had a good laugh watching it.
During the post-production
of Pittagoda, he texted me if I
could meet him. I met him
sooner and he wanted to
know if I have a story. I
politely said I’ll revert after
cracking ‘one’. My film was
released later and it was a
flop. So I wasn’t expecting
Ashwin to get back to me but
he did, a week later. He told
me, ‘I’m offering you a pro-
ject because of Missed Call.
He asked me to pen a film
like Missed Call,” the director
recalls fondly.

Anudeep’s mind oscillated

between rom-com and a
buddy comedy, choosing the
latter finally. After six
months, he narrated a plot-
line to Ashwin, who
endorsed it instantly. “I sat
on the story along with
Ashwin and Samar, who is a
script associate at Vyjayanthi
Movies, and developed it
over a year as an out-and-out
comedy entertainer. Post the
release of Mahanti, Ashwin
devoted more time to the
writing. It’s a crime comedy
but the crime element forms
a tiny fraction of the narra-
tive, while humour and wit
take centre-stage. Generally,
crime-comedies are dark but
Jaathi Ratnalu is a light-
hearted affair. It’s made in a
way that family audiences too

enjoy it. What happens when
three good for nothing guys
(played by Naveen,
Priyadarshi and Rahul) are
trapped in a serious crime is
the film’s storyline. It’s set in
Jogipet, Telangana.”

Admittedly, he is in awe of
Ashwin, saying that he hasn’t
met an egoless person like
Ashwin in his entire life.
“Even when he doles out an
input, he would check with
me if I’m cool with it, as I’m
the director at the end of the
day. He would operate like a
writer, not a producer.
Comfort apart, he gave me
the confidence to carry out
the project we envisioned on
paper. My interactions with
him over time helped my
writing and making skills,” he

raves.
The initial idea was to

make Jaathi Ratnalu with
newcomers in Rs 1 crore. It
was Ashwin who wanted
Naveen Polishetty to be the
leading face. By then, the
actor’s super hit flick Agent
Sai Srinivasa Athreya didn’t
open. “When Ashwin rang
Naveen for the role, he was
hesitant, as the film had two
other actors in the lead roles.
Ashwin wanted him to listen
to the story before he decides
on it. When I narrated him
the story afterward, he was
in. The thing with him is that
when he likes a particular
scene or a dialogue, he would
reel it at the spot with the
required emotion. He
enjoyed the narration. Later,
Rahul Ramakrishna and
Priyadarshi came on board,
making the scale bigger to
the tune of four times,”
Anudeep explains.

However, the director had
to encounter a minor obsta-
cle to take the project in front
of the cameras almost imme-
diately as all his three leads
were busy actors, occupied
with other projects. “Their
dates turned out to be an
issue, but after three months
we could get five-to six days
from every month of their
calendar for our film. Except
for two days, the entire shoot
has been wrapped up,” he
states, adding, “The great
quality about three of them is
that if you interact with them
for five minutes, you’ll get a
feeling that you've known
them for years. So it took
only half a day for them to be
thick friends exactly like the
characters.”

Next up, Anudeep would
want to associate with
Swapna Cinema again. He is
presently writing martial arts
backdrop film and a roman-
tic drama, with both pep-
pered with comedy, which is
his strong suit.
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After a not-so
impressive
debut with

Pittagoda more
than three years
ago, director KV
Anudeep, in his

own terms,
“landed his

second project
easily”. The

director thanks
Nag Ashwin,
Swapna Dutt
and Priyanka

Dutt in this
regard, finds
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n what is a big relief for
Prabhas fans, the much-
vaunted first look and title of
the actor’s 20th with Jil fame
Radha Krishna will be
unveiled on Friday morning,

production house UV Creations, which
is jointly producing the film along with
Gopi Krishna Movies and T-Series,
announced on Wednesday.

Along with an intriguing sneak-peak,
the day also saw UV announcing other
cast details of the romantic musical
drama set in Europe. Besides the already
confirmed names of Bhagyashree and
Priyadarshi, prominent actors Sachin

Khedekar, Murli Sharma, Kunal Roy
Kapur, Sathyan (Tamil) and Sasha
Chettri will be seen in supporting roles
in the film, which is being shot by Ye
Maya Chesava and Race Gurram cam-
eraman Manoj Paramahamsa.

The film had to be put on pause
mode after shooting a short schedule in
Georgia earlier this March. There is no
date on when the production will
resume. Close to 45 per cent of the
film's shoot has been wrapped up, with
90 days of filming still left. After wrap-
ping up this film, Prabhas will move to
Nag Ashwin’s sci-fi drama.

I

ctor
Harsh-
vard-
han
Rane

has decided to
ditch China-
made goods. He
relates with the

condition of
Indian soldiers
at the Indo-

China border.
“I relate to the

condition of our sol-
diers at the Indo-China
border currently,
because I was part of a

film, Paltan, two years
ago, which was about the

same issue that our country
is facing currently. I’m glad
that JP Dutta had such far-

sightedness, as he made a film
around something that the

country is facing today,”
Harshvardhan said.

The actor had played an Indian
soldier in the JP Dutta film, which
was based on the 1967 Nathu La
and Cho La clashes along the
Sikkim border between the Indian
and Chinese armies, in the after-
math of the 1962 Sino-Indian War.

“Hence, I understand their pain
and strictly condemn China’s
actions. When we were shooting
for the film, we spent days chatting
with the army officers at the bor-
der and listening to their heart-
touching stories. I have practically
lived that life, hence I relate to
their pain,” he added.

The actor was recently looking
out for a ring for his racing wheel,
which is mostly made in China

“When I was looking to pur-
chase one, I realised that all the
available options were made in
China. Hence, I decided to make
one myself. I went to a hardware
store and purchased a few alumini-
um bars and screws and cus-
tomised the rig at home. It took

me about half a day to make it.
After it was ready, I painted it
matte black for a good finish. I was
really happy with the outcome and
realised that it is possible to do
away with our dependency on
Chinese products.”

He feels that it is possible to
become self reliant and help our
economy grow, if we show a little
sensitivity.

“As a responsible Indian and a
sensible human being, ditching
Chinese products is the least I can
do. I want to tell my fans that they
should look for Indian alternatives
of Chinese products, and if possi-
ble, they should either make it
themselves or get things made.”

Harshvardhan added, “This is
the time to show solidarity as
Indian citizens, and by that, I don’t
mean we should throw away the
Chinese products that we have at
home. But the transition to Indian
products should be made, slowly,
but surely.”

RAJAMOULI
turns attention to

his next with
Mahesh?

A

Harshvardhan: Ditching Chinese
products is the least I can do

Sachin
Khedekar, 
Murli
Sharma,
Kunal Roy
Kapur and
Sathyan
join
Prabhas'
next

he Pioneer has previously
reported that megastar
Chiranjeevi’s daughter,
who has also been his cos-
tume designer on his films
like Sye Raa Narasimha

Reddy, Khaidi No 150 among others,
will be producing web content. To
this end, the latest we hear is that
her production house has been titled
Gold Box Entertainment. Anand
Ranga, who made his directorial
debut with Siddharth-starrer damp
squib Oye! last decade, has been
tapped to direct her maiden series
Exchange of Fire, an action-thriller.
It was launched on Tuesday in
Hyderabad in a hush-hush manner.
The casting details are awaited.

T

Oye! director
stages a comeback
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