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With no let-up in tension on
the Line of Actual Control

(LAC) in Ladakh, the Corps
Commanders of Indian and
Chinese armies will meet again
on Tuesday. It will be their third
round of parleys since June 6 to
de-escalate and disengage at the
volatile border with China yet
to pull back its troops despite an
agreement to do so.

The proposed talks
between Lt General Harinder
Singh and Major General Liu
Lin will be held on the Chushul
border meeting point on
Tuesday morning, sources said
here on Monday.

The first round was held on
June 6 and the second on June
22. In both the sessions, the two
sides agreed to keep all lines of
communication open to defuse
tension after the bloody clash on
June 15 in the Galwan valley.

The talks come against the
backdrop of the Chinese refusal
to pull back its troops from all

the four stand-off sites in Eastern
Ladakh including the Galwan
valley, Pangong Tso (lake), Hot
Springs and Gogra.  Both the
armies are in an eyeball to eye-
ball confrontation at these points
for the last 40 to 45 days since
the first face-off on May 5.

In the June 6 parleys, the
two commanders agreed to
mutually retreat in a gradual
manner from the stand-off
sites. India also insisted that
status quo ante prior to May 5
be restored with Chinese troops
going back to their positions
across the LAC. 

The Chinese troops are
reported to have intruded into
the Indian territory in the
Galwan valley, Hot Springs
and Pangong Tso. 

Lately, the Chinese have
stepped up their activities in the
Depsang Valley, too, further
heightening tension. This area
saw a four-week stand-off in
2013. 

India has a strategically
important advanced landing
ground or airfield Daulat Beg
Oldie here besides the 250-km
long important road link from
Shyok to Daulat Beg Oldie.
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At 90 years of age and crip-
pled by many life-threat-

ening ailments, Syed Ali Shah
Geelani dramatically surfaced
on various social media plat-
forms on Monday with a long
list of grievances against his
separatist comrades before call-
ing it “quits”.

Geelani remained at the
forefront of separatist move-
ment in Kashmir valley since
1993 when All Parties Hurriyat
Conference, a conglomerate
of various separatist groups,
was formed on July 13, 1993.

Since 2010, Geelani is
believed to be under house
arrest at his Hyderpora house
in Srinagar.

Labeled as a “hardliner”
within the separatist camp,
Geelani chose his “modulated”
voice to send across an audio

message and a two-page letter,
written in Urdu, to announce
his permanent departure from
Hurriyat. He was elected as life-
long chairman of Hurriyat
Conference (G).

By calling it quits, Geelani
has also sparked a fresh debate
within the “inactive” faction-
ridden separatist camp in
Kashmir valley.

In his letter, Geelani has
claimed there have been certain
issues that forced him to 
resign.
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The first batch of four Rafale
medium multi-role combat

aircraft will reach India on July
27 from France. The jets flown
by the IAF pilots will be based
at Ambala and will be equipped
with weapons, including mis-
siles and other systems. 

The remaining 32 planes
will join the IAF over a period
of next two years as per the
contract worth over seven bil-
lion Euros.

The first batch arrives at a
time when India and China are
engaged in a tense situation on
the Line of Actual Control
(LAC) in
L a d a k h
for the last
45 days. These
modern jets will be
based in Ambala in the
north and Hashimara in the
east. The IAF has already com-
pleted the infrastructure,
including maintenance back
up at both the bases, sources
said here on Monday.
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Maharashtra Chief Minister
Uddhav Thackeray on

Monday launched convales-
cent plasma therapy-cum-trial
project for the treatment of crit-
ical coronavirus patients in
the State. Called “Platina”, the
project is the largest convales-
cent plasma therapy-cum-trial
project in the world.

Also called passive anti-
body therapy, convalescent
plasma therapy seeks to obtain
plasma from the blood of peo-
ple who have recovered from
the infection to inject into
patients undergoing 
treatment.
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The Delhi Government will
start a plasma bank at

Institute of Liver and Biliary
Sciences (ILBS) hospital in
South Delhi for treatment of
Covid-19 patients, announced
Delhi Chief Minister Arvind
Kejriwal on Monday.

Urging those recovered from
corona to come forward and
donate plasma, Kejriwal said
setting up of the plasma bank by
the Delhi Government to treat
the Covid patients is the first of
its kind initiative in the country.

Plasma bank will start from
Wednesday.

According to the State
Health Department officials,
around 34 out of 35 patients
have recovered because of plas-
ma therapy in the LNJP and 46

out of 49 patients have survived
due to this in private hospitals.

“Until a few weeks back,
there was a shortage of beds in
Delhi. People started struggling
for beds during the first week of
June, and people were running
from hospital to hospital in
search of beds. I used to receive
calls late at night, and I used to
be awake all night to get beds
arranged for the people in dif-
ferent hospitals. In the last
month, we took various steps
because of which there are a suf-
ficient number of beds in 
Delhi. 

Now, there are 13,500 beds
in Delhi, out of which 6,000 beds
are occupied and 7,500 remain
vacant,” said Kejriwal.
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Even as the Indian forces are
engaged in an all out effort

to guard the Line of Actual
Control (LAC) in Ladakh, signs
of fresh trouble have emerged
from the Galwan valley as the
Chinese have erected tents and
brought in vehicles in the
Indian area and intruded more
than 500 metres into Indian
side of the LAC.

The latest incursion picked
up by satellites as recent as June
25 indicates far deeper than the
Chinese claim line as 
existed in 1960, sources said
here on Monday. This valley
saw fierce battles in the 1962
India-China war.

It was in the Galwan valley
that on June 15 the Indian and
Chinese soldiers came to blows

leading to the death of 20
Indians, including command-
ing officer Colonel B Santosh
Babu. Chinese are yet to con-
firm their toll.

Incidentally, the Galwan
valley, unlike some other parts
of Eastern Ladakh, did not see
any major confrontation in
the last 40-45 years with both
sides carrying out patrolling in
a peaceful manner. 

However, the Chinese are
now objecting to infrastructure
development by India 
there. 
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New Delhi: Amid the ongo-
ing tensions between India
and China over the stand-off
at the LAC in eastern
Ladakh, the Centre has
banned 59 Chinese-origin
mobile apps after, terming
their activities as prejudicial
to sovereignty, integrity,
defence of the country, secu-
rity of state and public 
order.

In an official statement,
the IT Ministry said it has
received many complaints
from various sources, includ-
ing several reports about mis-
use of some mobile apps
available on Android and iOS
platforms for “stealing and
surreptitiously transmitting
users’ data in an unauthorised
manner to servers which have
locations outside India”.
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After West Bengal,
Jharkhand and Manipur,

Maharashtra, Tamil Nadu and
Nagaland on Monday extend-
ed the lockdown till July 31
amid a steady rise in coron-
avirus infection. Telangana
may also extend the lockdown.
Assam has also imposed a total
lockdown in Guwahati for 14
days from June 28.  The fifth
phase of the lockdown in India
comes to an end on June 30.

Maharashtra, Delhi, Tamil
Nadu, Gujarat, Uttar Pradesh,
Rajasthan, West Bengal,
Madhya Pradesh, Haryana and

Telangana have reported the
maximum number of cases.

With 5,257 fresh cases and
181 deaths, highest in a single
day, Maharashtra’s tally of coro-
navirus cases reached 1,69,883,
including 73,298 active cases,
and the State extended the
lockdown till July 31. The cur-
rent lockdown was to end on
June 30. An order issued by
Chief Secretary Ajoy Mehta on
Monday said wearing face cov-
ers or masks, maintaining
social distancing, restricted
gatherings, and other mea-
sures shall continue to prevail.
The State Government has also
advised that work from home

should be followed as far as
possible. Chief Minister
Uddhav Thackeray had on
Sunday ruled out lifting the
lockdown from that date.

Mall, theatres, multiplexes,
schools, colleges, gymnasiums,
swimming pools will remain
shut across the State. 

The essential services have
been allowed across the State,
while shops selling non-essen-
tial services are allowed with
certain restrictions in red
zones. 

The Government and pri-
vate offices are allowed to
operate at 15 and 10 per cent
of their workforce.
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Metro services, cinema halls,
swimming pools, bars and

assembly halls will remain
closed, even outside contain-
ment zones, as per Union Home
Ministry’s Unlock-2 guidelines
issued on Monday.

While schools and colleges
will remain shut till July 31,
social, political, sporting, enter-
tainment, academic, religious
and cultural gatherings and
functions will continue to
remain banned.

As per the new guidelines,
the night curfew time is limit-
ed from 10pm to 5am. The
night curfew is being relaxed
for seamless operation of
industrial units and movement
in State and on National
Highways as well as  bus and
train movements.   

Shops, depending upon
their areas, are permitted to
take more than five persons at
a time by keeping social dis-
tancing norms. All
Government offices will start
working full fledged from July
15. Training institutions of the
Central and State Governments
will be allowed to function with
effect from July 15.  SOP in this
regard will be issued by the
Department of Personnel and
Training, Government of
India,” said the new guidelines. 

International air travel of
passengers has been permitted
in a limited manner under the
Vande Bharat mission and fur-
ther opening up will take place

in a calibrated manner, the
guidelines said.

All activities, except the fol-
lowing, shall be permitted out-
side containment zones: Metro
rail, cinema halls, gymnasiums,
swimming pools, entertainment
parks, theatres, bars, auditori-
ums, assembly halls and similar
places, social/ political/ sports/
entertainment/ academic/ cul-
tural/ religious functions and
other large congregations.

“Dates for opening of these
will be decided separately,
based on the assessment of the
situation,” said the guidelines
which are effective from July 1
to July 31. 

Lockdown shall continue
to be implemented strictly in
the containment zones till July
31. The guidelines said the
States and district administra-
tion will decide the area wise
definition of containment

zones and will be shared with
the Union Health Ministry.

“States and UTs, based on
their assessment of the situa-
tion, may prohibit certain activ-
ities outside the containment
zones or impose such restric-
tions as deemed 
necessary. 

However, there shall be no
restriction on inter-State and
intra-State movement of per-
sons and goods.
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New Delhi: Prime
Minister Narendra Modi
will address the nation
on Tuesday evening, his
office said. “Prime
Minister Narendra Modi
will address the nation at
4 PM tomorrow,” the
Prime Minister’s Office
tweeted. PTI
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The much-awaited Cabinet
expansion is likely in

Madhya Pradesh on
Wednesday. The deliberations
over the list of MLAs to be
inducted in Cabinet continued
in New Delhi till late night.

Chief Minister Shivraj
Singh Chouhan called on
Prime Minister Narendra Modi
on Monday evening. The meet-
ing lasted for around half an
hour. It is believed that he has
okayed the final list of those
BJP MLAs likely to be induct-
ed in the cabinet.

Cabinet expansion is
almost certain as President of
India Ram Nath Kovind late
evening on Sunday issued an
order appointing Anandiben
Patel as the in charge Governor
of Madhya Pradesh as the
Governor Lalji Tandon is recu-
perating from serious ailments
in last few days.

The Uttar Pradesh
Governor was likely to reach
Bhopal on Monday, but she

changed her programme. 
She has asked the Chief

Minister to get ready with the
list and then she would fix her
programme of Bhopal visit.

Before administering oath
to the ministers, Anandiben
would be administered oath of
Madhya Pradesh Governor by
Chief Justice of Madhya
Pradesh.

The Chief Minister, Shivraj
Singh Chouhan who had
reached New Delhi on Sunday
had called on senior party
leaders including Narendra
Singh Tomar, executive presi-

dent JP Nadda and Home min-
ister Amit Shah. Chouhan,
however again reached to meet
Shah on Monday morning.
Chouhan is likely to return
with final list on Tuesday.

It is believed that with
lengthy list of cabinet aspirants
in the BJP state unit, Chouhan
had a mammoth task of meet-
ing these aspirations while
keeping a balance among caste,
regional and factional equa-
tions.

Former Congress MLAs
who had helped BJP topple
Kamal Nath government are
expected to walk away with
lion’s share in cabinet berths.
Two of them—Tulsiram Silawat
and Govind Singh Rajput, are
already in Shivraj cabinet.
Others including Imarti Devi,
Aidal Singh Kansana,
Pradyumn Singh Tomar,
Mahendra Sisodia,
Rajyawardhan Singh Dattigaon
and senior MLA Bisahulal
Singh are expected to be
brought on board.

Continued on Page 3
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Indira Gandhi Rashtriya
Manav Sangrahalaya

(National Museum of
Mankind) is coming up with a
new series entitled ‘Exhibit of
the Week’ to showcase its col-
lection from all over India.
Under this series, “Munda’’  a
memorial pillar of the Maria
tribe residing in Bastar,
Chhattisgarh will be exhibited.

This object can be seen
through the museum's website
and Facebook
(https://igrms.com/word-
p r e s s / ? p a g e _ i d = 2 7 2 )
(www.facebook.com/onlineIG
RMS)

Munda is a memorial pil-
lar of Maria tribe living in
Bastar, Chhattisgarh.
Measuring about 12 feet in
height it is carved out of a sin-
gle rectangular log of teak
wood. It is having beautiful
carvings on each sides. The
topmost extension of the pillar
is fashioned into the two small

dome-like structures with
crossed finial. One side of the
pillar contains the images of
birds and animals, on the next
side agriculture and economic
activities are shown with
ploughing, load carrying scenes
etc. The third side of the pillar
contains marital and sexual life
of the people, while the fourth
one depicts the joy of festivals
with figures representing dance
forms and drummers.

The pillar has symbolic
association with expressions
of ethnic sentiments. It was
erected in the memory of a
political figure in a village of
Bastar in 1962. Now such pil-
lars have gradually been
replaced by  stone or concrete
structures.

Director Dr PK Mishra
pointed out that The main
objective of this series is to
highlight the aesthetic features
of traditional lifestyles, local
knowledge and culture’s con-
tinuing relevance with modern
society.
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Aspecial Web lecture on
Covid-19- Unique

Challenge for the Police, was
organized by BR Ambedkar
University of Social Sciences,
Ambedkar Nagar (Mhow) on
Saturday under the web lecture
series. 

Eminent Speaker
Harinarayan Chari Mishra,
DIG, Indore Range, said that
the global pandemic Covid 19
brought many unexpected
challenges for the police in the
city of Indore with a population
of about 3.5 million   to stop
this catastrophe. 

The biggest internal chal-
lenge before the police was to
protect oneself from being
infected and to prevent the
spread of the Pandemic. At the
same time, efforts were also
made to maintain the morale of
the policemen in order to suc-
ceed  under adverse circum-
stances. 

The task of controlling the
social spread of corona on
sensitive areas was carried out
through CCTV and Drone
Cameras. The cases of cyber-
crime during this period  was
also put under control.
Awareness Programmes were

also organised through Nukkad
plays, messages, scientific
action. 

A Crisis Management
Team was formed for review-
ing the situation from time to
time. Due to the joint efforts of
Dial 100, Citizen Cops,
Municipal Safety Committee,
public representatives, we have

made remarkable results for the
awareness, sensitivity and vig-
ilance of the public against the
Covid-19.

Prof Asha Shukla, Vice
Chancellor, of BRAUSS,
MHOW while delivering the
Presidential Address said that
at the time  of Covid 19, the
police and administration have
done innovative experiments
showing humanity and sensi-
tivity. 

Police Department have
relentlessly worked 24x7 to
prevent the outbreak of Covid-
19 with compassion, humani-
ty and sensitivity risking their
own life which is very divine
and appreciable. 

Prof Kishore John, Dean
said that  we remained safe in
our houses due to the hard
work and sacrifices of the
Police Department. Innovative
campaigns introduced by the
district administration and the
Police like Corona Diet,
Sanjeevani Yojana, Chakravyuh
Yojana were very successful.
Prof DK Verma Director,
Research, Extension and
Training expressed gratitude
and appreciated the social con-
cern of the Police Department
during the time of global epi-
demic.
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On Monday, Tribal dances of Madhya Pradesh gave wondrous
performances that were featured in Madhya Pradesh Tribal

Museum's YouTube Channel. The performances marked the
ongoing cultural performances organised by Department of 
Culture.  Event began with the performance with 'Saila dance'
of the Rajwar tribe. Saila dance is performed during the moon-
light nights of autumn. It was named Saila due to the poles of
about a quarter of a hand. 

Saila dance is practiced to please Adidev. It is said that Adi
Dev Badhesur went to Amarkantak unhappy with the queen of
Surguja, this dance was practiced by cutting the strings there. 

It was a solo performance though, but it captivated the audi-
ence with their dancing skills as likes hit the channel.  Next was
the Karma dance. Karma dance also known as Naach is a tra-
ditional dance of Madhya Pradesh and Chhattisgarh. It is annu-
ally performed during the karma festival. Karma is a famous
autumnal festival, it starts from the 11th day of the bright fort-
night of the month of Bhadrab.  It was followed with Badhai dance.
Badhai dance is a ceremonial dance. The dance is usually per-
formed at Bundelkhand during celebration spreading the hap-
piness and joy. Rai dance also depicts happiness and joy. 

Naurata dance has a special significance to the unmarried
girls in the Bundelkhand to invoke the God seeking a good match
and conjugal bliss. The performances were followed with Malwa
Lok Geet. 
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State convenor of Bharatiya
Janata Party's IT and social

media cell, Shivraj Singh Dabi,
has written a complaint to the
Crime Branch on Monday
evening demanding action
against the misinformation of
Congress leader Digvijay 
Singh.

In his complaint Dabi has
alleged that Digvijay Singh has
deliberately shared fabricated
content with him in his Twitter
account with the intention of
tarnishing his image.

In the written complaint to
the Crime Branch he had stat-
ed that Congress leader
Digvijay Singh has tweeted a
total of five tweets about him
on Monday from his Twitter

account. The shared photos
and information are fabricated
and concocted.

Dabi has said that Digvijay
Singh has called him the Indian
Cyber Fugitive of the FBI,
making baseless allegations
against him with the intention
of demeaning him in the soci-
ety.  Digvijay Singh is aware
that no case is pending against
him in any US court and there
is any  investigation condcut-
ed currently by American
investigative agency.

Despite this, Digvijay Singh
has said illogical things to spoil
the image of him and his fam-
ily. The letter states that since
the tweet by Digvijay Singh, his
friends, acquaintances and rel-
atives have been questioned
over the phone several times,

leaving him and his family
feeling humiliated and in shock
and panic. The complaint
demanded that appropriate
statutory action should be
taken against Digvijay Singh, so
that he could not dare to make
such baseless allegations again.

Dabi has also provided a
print out of the tweet made by
Digvijay Singh to the Crime
Branch along with the com-
plaint letter.

On this occasion, State
Vice President of the party
Vijesh Lunawat, State Media
Incharge Lokendra Parashar,
Shailendra Sharma, Penalists
Durgesh Keswani, Mahesh
Sharma, Ashish Agrawal,
Pawan Dubey, Pankaj Tripathi,
Nagendra Mishra, Prateek
Shukla were present.
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Bharatiya Janata Party (BJP)
Sirmaur MLA Divyaraj

Singh has been on Monday
tested positive for covid19.

The legislator, son of Rewa
royal scion Pushpraj Singh,
had come in contact with
senior party MLA from Javad
Om Prakash Saklecha who was
tested positive for the deadly
virus on June 20, a day after
Rajya Sabha polls in Madhya
Pradesh.

Thereafter, the MLAs who
came in contact with him had
become anxious and several of
them had got themselves test-
ed for covid19. The MLA from
Rewa Divyaraj Singh who
resides inside the Rewa fort
premises had put himself in self
quarantine from June 20 when
Saklecha had reported infec-
tion.

The BJP MLAs had gath-
ered in Bhopal ahead of June 19
RS polls.

The Rewa MLA was sitting
close to the senior partyman
Saklecha who was later report-
ed infectious, during the RS
polls. After returning to his
native town, the young MLA
put himself in quarantine and
tested for covid19. His resi-
dence has been declared con-
tainment zone after he tested
positive for the virus.

Due to a lord Shiva idol
installed in the fort, large num-
bers of local reached the fort to
seek blessings.

The MLA meanwhile has
also released his videos and pic-
tures of the exercise sessions.

Besides, these couple of
BJP MLAs who have tested
positive for covid19, Rajya
Sabha candidate Jyotiraditya
Scindia was tested positive for
the virus days ahead of the
polls. Scindia however has
recuperated from the infection
and handed Rs 30 lakh cheque
to be used in the fight against
Novel CoronaVirus on
Monday.

Earlier Congress MLA
Kunal Chaudhary was tested
positive for covid19 and had
taken part in RS polls putting
on PPE kit, a move which had
drawn criticism from various
quarters.
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Atalk series ‘Baaton Baaton
Mein’ is being held every-

day on Instagram. Hosted by
renowned art critic Sunil Mishr,
the series is being held for the
art lovers. 

Here on Monday, the series
marked its 68th episode. In this
episode, Sunil Mishr talked
with a renowned classical flutist
Ronu Majumdar. It is to be
noted that the series is all
about meeting with renowned
personalities of classical dance
and music world. They talk
about their struggles, life and
success during the talk show. 

Ronu Maajumdar is also a
known name when it comes to
Hindustani Classical Music.
Ronu Majumdar is a pioneer in
flute recital and his forte is to
play wooden Indian Classical
flute. Earlier, Ronu Majumdar
took lessons from his father
Bhanu Majumdar and later
became a huge name in this
field.

Majumdar belongs to
Maihar Gharana and usually
plays Hindustani Classical
Music. Collaboratively,
Majumdar has played with Pt.
Ravishankar in the Indian
Festival Orchestra. Like Ustad
Allaudin Khan, Ronu

Majumdar has done miracles in
flute recital.

Pt. Majumdar addressed
the audience and told them
about himself. He interacted
with the audience for a while
informing them about Indian
Classical Music. He then start-
ed the performance by chant-
ing the notes SA RE GA MA
along with the audience.

Pandit Ronu Majumdar
said, “Indian Classical Music is
not like western music which
is fast paced and requires phys-
ical participation. Indian
Classical touches the soul and
can be enjoyed with closed eyes
and calm mind.”
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Astory narration was held on
Monday at Facebook Live.

It was organised by Kalaa
Kebab aur Kisse, a platform for
youngsters to showcase their
talent before the art lovers. 

The story narration was
conducted by Piyuli Ghosh.
Piyuli narrated Rabindranath
Tagore's classic story
Kaabuliwala. It is considered as
one of the best and legendary
stories by Rabindranath Tagore. 

The main theme of this
story is filial love the deep love
that fathers have for their chil-
dren. In the story listeners
encountered three examples
of filial love the author and his
daughter Mini; the Kabuliwala
and his own daughter in
Afghanistan and the
Kabuliwala and Mini.

Piyuli Ghosh is the founder
of Life School. It is all about

Organic Farming. Life School
is an open learning communi-
ty where children learn various
life skills by living and experi-
encing at sessions every week-
end. a young social activist. She
is working for children and is
also a part of Anant Mandi, the
organic food fest.

Kabuliwala is about the
relationship of humanity
between a little girl, her father
and a dry-fruit seller. Kabuliwala
shares the story of a dry-fruit
seller all the way from
Afghanistan.  He befriends, the
little girl Mini. But, the destiny
separates them and after 10 long
years, he again visited Mini only
to realize that she is getting mar-
ried and has a really blur mem-
ory of him.

The narration was loved by
the audience. Among the audi-
ence were children and even
Piyuli enjoyed narrating the
story. 
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Ayodhya Nagar police have nabbed two vehi-
cle-lifters from Minal residency gate no 3

area and recovered five two-wheelers worth �2
lakh from their possession on Sunday.

According to the police, during vehicle
checking acting two youths having bike regis-
tration number MP 13 DT 1277 were  detained
and when they were asked details regarding the
vehicle they failed to provide documents and
confessed that the two-wheeler was stolen one.

The police checked the details of the vehi-
cle at Vehicle Detection Portal and found that the
vehicle was stolen and owner was Shehzad Khan.

The nabbed accused were identified as Rohit
Lodhi (20) and Anoop Singh(23).

The vehicle which was recovered was stolen
from Ujjain railway station. The two confessed
stealing of four other two wheelers.  In which

the Pulsar bike bearing registration number was
MP04MG7776 was stolen from Gandhi Market
Piplani, Maestro Scooter bearing registration
number MP04SZ4528 was stolen from
Hanuman Mandir in front of Bhopal Railway
Station  while Pulsar bike without registration
number was stolen from Peoples Mall.

In the initial investigation police have
recovered four other vehicles from Anoop
Singh's house at Kakda Cresher which were
stolen from different areas.

Anoop hails from Dindori and stays at kakda
cresher shanties. Rohit hails from Raisen and
stays at Chhola Mandir area.

Police said that the stolen vehicles were kept
at Anoop's house and which were to be sold later.
During the investigation police have not found
any criminal record of the miscreant and told
that search for the crime record would be done
in the further investigation.
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Construction works of var-
ious departments are being

carried out speedily in the
State. Works, which were halt-
ed due to corona and lock
down have been started again.
As many as 4,247 works of the
Public Works department cost-

ing �38,701.51 crore are under-
way in the state and labourers
have been employed in these
works.

As per the intention of the
Chief Minister, the Principal
Secretary of the Public works
department Neeraj Mandloi is
constantly monitoring the
works of the department. He is
ensuring employment to the
maximum number of labour-
ers in the works of the Public
Works Department, Project
Implementation Unit and
Madhya Pradesh Road
Development Corporation.

Under the Engineer in
Chief, Public Works depart-
ment, 3394 works worth
�28,211.73 crore have been
started and 1,427 labourers
have been employed for these
works. Similarly, under the
Engineer in Chief, Road
Development Corporation, 85
works costing �5,099.15 crore
have been started and employ-
ment has been given to 2012
labourers. Under the Project
Director, Project
Implementation Unit, 768
works worth �5390.63 crore
have been started and employ-

ment has been given to 17,306
labourers in these works.

Under the Public Works
Department, 144 contractual
works costing �705.80 lakh in
Sagar zone, 241 contractual
works costing Rs. 151542.45
lakh in Ujjain, 326 contractu-
al works worth �161794.34
lakh in Gwalior, 208 contrac-
tual works costing �310439
lakh in Setu Parikshetra
Bhopal, 28 road construction
contractual works costing Rs
452826.71 lakh in Bhopal zone,
324 contractual works costing
�99268.86 lakh  in Central

Zone Jabalpur, 360 contractu-
al works worth Rs 112647 lakh
in Rewa zone, 211 contractual
works costing �159262.68 lakh
in West Zone Indore and 391
contractual works costing �
205609.89 lakh in Capital zone
Bhopal are underway.

The Madhya Pradesh Road
Development Corporation has
also re-started the construction
activities. Under these activities,
2012 labourers have been
employed in total 85 re-started
works in various districts. The
total cost of the re-started works
is over �5099 crore.
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Fuelled by old enmity, a 22-
year old youth was stabbed

to death at Purshottam Nagar
under Bajaria police station
area late in the night on Sunday.

Police said a youth who
was brought in an injured con-
dition at Hamidia hospital was
declared dead. The deceased
was identified as Vikram Sahu
of Bajaria. He used to works as
loading auto rickshaw driver.

Police were informed and
on the receipt of the informa-
tion a police team reached the
spot and after preliminary
investigation the body was sent
for the post-mortem. The
accused was identified as Satish
Sharma alias Pandit.

During the investigation,
police found that on Sunday

the two faced each other in
Ashoka Garden area and had a
fight which was pacified by
intervention of locals and later
the two again met at
Purushottam Nagar where
Satish attacked Vikram with a
sharp edged weapon in his leg
and stomach and escaped the

spot. Vikram  was taken to hos-
pital where he was declared
dead.

After the preliminary
investigation body was sent for
the post mortem. The police
have registered a case under
section 302 of the IPC and have
started further investigation.

The deceased and the
accused were good friends and
around a year ago they had a
fight while having liquor dur-
ing which Satish was slapped by
Vikram and after which the
two never came together.

The police are also inves-
tigating role of a youth Raj in
the murder.

Till the filing of the report
the police were not able to trace
the killers. Police told that the
search for the miscreants has
been intensified.
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The �2495.68 crore budget
for 2020-21 for the Bhopal

Municipal Corporation (BMC)
was approved by Bhopal
Divisional Commissioner, who
is also the BMC administrator,
here on Monday. 

An amount of �15 crore
has been allocated for Covid-
19 control measures. No new
tax, surcharge, consumer duty
has levied in the budget. 

BMC proposed a budget of
�2495.68 crore for the financial
year 2020-21. BMC adminis-
trator and Bhopal divisional
commissioner, Kavindra
Kiyawat approved the budget
recommended by BMC com-
missioner KVS Choudary.
Earlier, in March, former divi-
sional commissioner, had
approved a provisional budget
for three months for the civic
body.

“We have not increased

any taxes due to the pandem-
ic. Focus is on completion of
the on-going projects. Expected
revenue has reduced by about
Rs 400,” said Choudhary after
the administrative budget was
presented on Monday.

Getting back on track with
seems to the indication from
the BMC budget. 25.45 percent
of the total budget has been
allocated for the urban poor.
BMC revenues have plummet-
ed due to lock-down and
COVID-19 pandemic. The
budget stressed on measures to
increase of income of the cor-
poration and reduce neces-
sary expenses. A special cam-
paign is expected to launched
to recover the outstanding
dues. Priority has been given to
complete the construction and
other works budget. Special
emphasis has been laid on the
development and upgrading
of gardens and libraries in the
budget.

Keeping efforts for health
and hygiene during the pan-
demic, a provision of Rs 243
crore has been made in the
budget. It would also incorpo-
rate repair, purchase of vehicles
under Swach Bharat mission.

A provision of Rs 39.74

crore has been made in the
BMC budget for the year 2020-
21 for the maintenance and
development of the gardens,
under which an amount of Rs
15 crore has been earmarked
specifically for the gardens. A
provision of Rs 5 crore has been
made for the operation, main-
tenance and upgrading of the
BMC run libraries.

In the budget, a provision
of Rs 304.07 crore has been
made for the engineering
works under various heads. It
would include construction of
storm water drains and other
civil works. BMC administra-
tion has made completion of
these works a top priority.

Besides, a provision of Rs
170 crore has been made for
the operation and maintenance
of water supply. Lake conser-
vation department would also
get an additional Rs 46 crore for
the preservation and mainte-
nance of water bodies in the
city of lakes.

A substantial sum of Rs
94.62 crore has been allocated
for improving street lights in
the state capital. Various agen-
cies have pointed out the mea-
sure would reduce crime and
improve women's safety.
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Expressing satisfaction over
the corona situation being

under control in Punjab, Chief
Minister Capt Amarinder
Singh on Monday ruled out
further lockdown so far, while
appealing to the people to
strictly adhere to the safety pro-
tocols and restrictions to save
themselves, their families and
the state.

“Regarding further lock-
down…the time will tell. In
Punjab, if there are chances of
further spread, I will not let it
spread…I will do my best…We
have a team of eminent doctors
including former PGI director
Dr KK Talwar, PGIMER’s
School of Public Health’s for-
mer head Dr Rajesh Kumar,
and Baba Farid University Vice
Chancellor Dr Raj 
Bahadur. 

They are advising us and
we will go by their advice,” said
the Chief Minister while inter-
acting with the media.

At the same time, he main-
tained that the Covid situation
in Punjab was more or less
under control as compared to
the states like Maharashtra,
Tamil Nadu and Delhi and
hoped that people’s pro-active
participation to tackle the

corona crisis would surely keep
this unfortunate stage at 
bay.

Pointing out that the State
had adequate essential equip-
ment to manage any further
spread of the pandemic, Capt
Amarinder said that the State
had been largely able to control
the Covid-19 so far and “I don’t
wish the stocks to be pulled out
of storage for use as our entire
focus is on saving lives”.

Appreciating the
indomitable spirit of Punjabis,
Capt Amarinder called upon
them to keep restraint in this
hour of crisis amid corona
virus in the larger public inter-
ests.

“I am really perturbed,
when I go through daily reports
of people challaned for violat-
ing the health safety measures
and cautioned them to abide by
the precautionary health guide-
lines not only to ensure their
own safety but of the entire
State too,” he said.

He also advised the people
not to be callous and miscon-
strue the symptoms of coron-
avirus with common flu, cold,
cough, body ache and fever due
to change of season rather
they should immediately seek
advice from the doctor to have
timely treatment.

He further informed that
the COVID-19 testing capaci-
ty would be enhanced to 20,000
per day by July end with four
new testing labs, which was at
present around 10,000 per day.

PUNJAB’S PREPAREDNESS
ON COVID

Chief Minister said that
Punjab has made elaborate
arrangements to combat any
emergent situation in near
future.

“In the first stage, 4248
beds in government hospitals
had been set aside, with anoth-
er 2014 now being added,
while the private hospitals had
allocated 950 beds for Covid
patients. 

The total number of isola-
tion centres identified to
accommodate a large number
of cases if the crisis aggravates
stands at 52 government and
195 private,” he said.

Of the 554 ventilators avail-
able, the Chief Minister said
that in addition to the equip-
ment already handed over to
hospitals and other frontline
workers, the Health
Department had stocks of 5.18
lakh N95 masks, 75.47 lakh
lakh triple layer masks, 2.52
lakh PPE kits and 2223 oxygen
cylinders.

 ���������������"
�	

.�
)������$����	����	
	����

�''%��	(����(	�(��
���)*)+)��
�������
�	����	������
�

�������	�
��	��� ��������	

Delhi Bharatiya Janata Party
(BJP) president Adesh

Gupta alleged that the Delhi
Government is involved in a
scam of �1,131 crore in collu-
sion with power companies in
the name of subsidy and fixed
charge in electricity bills.

Addressing the media,
Gupta slammed the Kejriwal
Government saying the
Government has only been
cheating on waiving and reduc-
ing half of the electricity bill. “In
reality, the Kejriwal Government
is engaged in benefiting power
companies in collusion,” he said.

“The data of bills received
from RWA of Delhi and com-
plaints received from citizens
showed that when the power
companies were unable to take
meter reading during the lock-
down, consumers received elec-
tricity bills for almost 94 days
in these electricity bills con-
sumption is also shown per

month, but in the month where
the consumption is less than
200 and 400 units, subsidy was
not provided to the consumer,”
he said.

Gupta further said that in
the budget 2020-21, the Delhi
government has made a provi-
sion of Rs 2820 Cr subsidy for
12 months but by not giving
subsidy to consumers in lock-
down, the government has
scammed Rs 726 crore in col-
lusion with power companies
and DERC. Gupta also said that
about two lakh small and big
industries operate in Delhi in 33
regularized industrial areas,
while 22 redeveloped
unplanned areas and household
industries where 11 kW con-
nections and 9 people work.

“Industries were complete-
ly closed during the lockdown
and no work was done. At pre-
sent, these industries are oper-
ating with only 25 per cent
capacity, but the power com-
panies have sent huge bills
with fixed charge. In such a sit-
uation where the Kejriwal gov-
ernment should have given
relief. In fact it seems that
power companies are benefited
with the move,” he added.
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In the fight against deadly
coronavirus, a leading fee

financing company
Financepeer is spearheading
the battle in a totally different
way. Financepeer is acting as a
facilitator for the education
sector by solving the problem
of fee payment for both, parents
as well as schools.

While an uncertainty pre-
vails in the education sector as
there is no clarity about
reopening of the schools, the
schools are also reeling under
huge financial pressure as a lot
of parents are finding it diffi-
cult to pay the fee amid job loss
and pay cuts. 

However, the schools are

also not in a position to waive
off the fee owing to various
expenses.Acting aptly on the
PM’s speech of converting
problems into an opportunity,
Financepeer realized the need
of the hour and introduced ‘Fee
Financing model’ a one stop
solution for all the major stake-
holders of the education sector,
especially basic 
education.

Through this model, the
company will pay the annual
fees upfront to the schools on
behalf of the parents while
parents have the option to
repay the amount in monthly
EMIs at 0 per cent interest.
Amid COVID crisis, the com-
pany is also offering a 3-month
moratorium to the parents.
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Habibganj Police have
booked a 35-year-old mis-

creant for molesting  and sex-
ually assaulting a 20-year-old
girl at Janata Colony on Sunday.
The victim managed to escape
and lodged complaint.

On Sunday evening the
victim approached Habibganj
police and lodged a complaint
against the accused Rasheed
alias Dulleh Bhai. In her com-
plaint the victim stated the
accused used to sexually harass
her for past several months.

On Sunday, at around 6 pm
when the victim was on her way
to home carrying flower post
the accused obstructed her way
as he was buying vegetables and
when she requested the accused
molested her and slapped her.

The victim opposed after

which the accused assaulted her
and escaped the spot. The vic-
tim raised alert and locals
rushed to her rescue but the
accused managed to escape.
Based on the complaint after
the preliminary investigation
the police have registered a case
against the accused and have
started search for the accused.

Police have started search
for the accused and have start-
ed to obtain details based on
information provided by the
victim.

The parents of the victim
took the victim to report the
incident. Police arrested the
accused late in the night. Details
of the accused are under inves-
tigation and his crime record
would be checked. It would be
investigated that accused was
involved in molestation and
sexual assault in the past.
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A19 -year old youth com-
mitted suicide by hanging

from a tree at Shiv Shankar
Nagar under Awadhpuri police
station area on Sunday.  

According to police, Arun
Yugnani was found hanging
near his residence and when
the family members spotted
him, they rushed him to a near-
by hospital where he was
declared dead.

Police were informed and
after the preliminary investi-
gation, the body was sent for
post-mortem. The deceased
has not left any suicide note
and the family members are
not able to provide any reason
behind the suicide, said police.

A case has been registered

under section 174 of the CrPC
and cops have started further
investigation. Family members
claimed that the victim used to
remain concerned over his
financial problems. Before
committing suicide he made
call to his freind that this is his
last call who immediately
informed his brother and later
they found Arun hanging.

Meanwhile, a 40 -year-old
man committed suicide by
hanging with the ceiling at his
house in Radhrapuram Khejda
under Awadhpuri police sta-
tion area on Sunday.

Police said that the
deceased Pradeep Chand
Vishwakarma committed sui-
cide at his house. The deceased
used to work as driver. In the
initial investigation the family
members told police that
deceased was used to remain
depressed.

On Sunday at around 5 pm
he was found hanging with the
ceiling. Body was sent for the
post mortem after the prelimi-
nary investigation. The police
have registered a case under sec-
tion 174 of the CrPC and start-
ed further investigation.
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Following an old enmity, a
27-year-old inmate of

National Capital's Tihar Jail was
stabbed to death on Monday
morning by a fellow inmate.
The prison authorities said
that the incident took place at
central jail number 8/9 of Tihar
prison. 

According to a senior
prison official, on Monday
around 6 am, one inmate
Mohammad Mehtab was
attacked with a sharp edge
object, improvised sharp metal
strip, by another inmate Zakir
(21). 

"He was stabbed five to six
times in his stomach and neck.
The wounds on neck were
deeper. Mehtab was given first
aid in jail dispensary and later,
shifted to Deen Dayal
Upadhyay Hospital where he
was declared brought dead,”
said Sandeep Goel, the Director
General, prison. 

"Zakir, the accused inmate,
was apprehended. The reason
behind the incident seems to be
old personal enmity. A murder
case has been registered at
Hari Nagar police station.
Inquest proceedings are being
conducted by Metropolitan
Magistrate," said the DG.

"Mehtab was an accused of
a rape case in Ambedkar Nagar
area in 2014 and had been
lodged in jail since then. Zakir,
a murder accused of Jaitpur
area, is lodged in jail since 2018.
He was recently shifted to jail
number 8/9 from jail number
5," the DG said. 
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From Page 1
Among other leaders, orig-

inally from BJP, firebrand
leader Rameshwar Sharma or
Vishwas Sarang from Bhopal ,
Arvind Singh Bhadauria,
among chief architects of polit-
ical coup along with
Yashohdara Raje Scindia from
Gwalior, Shardendu Tiwari and
Ramlallu Vaish from Vindhya
region, Usha Thakur or Malini
Gaud from Indore, Gopal
Bhargav, Bhupendra Singh and
Harishankar Khatik from
Bundelkhand, Ajay Vishnoi,
Sanjay Pathak and Devi Singh
Sayyam from Mahakaushal
region, Mohan Yadav, Vijay
Shah or Chetan Kashyap from
Malwa-Nimar region.

There are five ministers in
Shivraj cabinet at present and
excluding the Chief Minister, his
government could have at most
33 ministers and going by this,
he has 28 places to fill. Sources
claimed that earlier the CM
Shivraj was planning to accom-
modate 20-22 ministers in his
cabinet but given the rampant
tussle in the party for ministe-
rial berths, now he could opt for
24-25 new entrants.

The cabinet expansion
holds crucial importance for
BJP ahead of the 24 assembly
bypolls due in the state. These
bypolls will decide on whose
favour the power shifts amid a
delicate majority situation in
MP assembly.
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The Delhi Police on Monday
issued over 500 challans for

not wearing face masks and
violating social distancing
norms amid the coronavirus
outbreak.

According to a senior
police official, a total of 572
challans were issued for not
wearing protective face masks,
spitting and violation of social
distancing norms.

"A total of 17,919 challans
have been issued in the nation-
al capital since June 15," he said. 

Meanwhile, the police dis-
tributed face masks across var-
ious shelter homes and resi-
dential areas in the city. A total
of 1,406 face masks were dis-
tributed by the police on
Monday.

The officials added that
89,967 masks have been dis-
tributed by the security force
since June 15 in the city.
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A33-year-old man was allegedly beaten to death by his neigh-
bours during a quarrel in west Delhi's Ranhola area. Police

said that the incident occured on Saturday night. 
Police said that the deceased identified as Jitender, a resi-

dent of Jai Vihar, had a fight over some issues with his neigh-
bours on Saturday night and he was allegedly hit with iron rods. 

According to a senior police official, the victim was
immidiately rushed to the hospital but he succumbed to injuries
during ongoing treatment on Sunday. 

"A case has been registered at Ranhola police station on the
basis of the complaint filed by Jitender's brother Anil Singh (38).
Singh told police officer that one Rawat was among the attack-
ers who had killed Jitender," said the senior police official.
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The Delhi Congress on
Monday protested against

fuel price hike across the coun-
try and demanded the centre to
roll back the prices.

Party workers protested at
petrol pumps across the Capital
for the continuous hike in the
prices of petrol and diesel for the
past three weeks by the Modi
Government at the Centre and
the Kejriwal Government in
Delhi. Party leaders alleged that
the decision to hike the prices is
taken under pressure from the oil
companies. Congress Delhi unit
president Anil Kumar led the
protest by riding a horse cart on
his way to Raj Niwas to submit
a memorandum to the
Lieutenant Governor of Delhi
Anil Baijal.

Kumar, along with other
Congress leaders were arrested
outside the Civil Lines petrol
pump and taken to the Maurice
Nagar police station. The
Congress leaders alleged that the

Delhi Police was acting in a par-
tisan manner as cases are filed
against Congress leaders when
they raise issues affecting the
common people while the BJP
leaders and workers are left scot
free when they organize large
demonstrations and dharnas.

“The hike in the prices of
petrol and diesel for 22 days on
a trot resulted in diesel becom-
ing costlier than petrol in Delhi
for the first time ever, and
demanded roll back in excise
duty by the Central Government
and VAT by the Delhi govern-
ment,” he said.

Terming the Modi
Government “insensitive”
towards the plight of the people
as the hike in the oil prices were
pushing up the prices of all
essential items steeply, including
fruits and vegetables, he said that
people should be given the ben-
efit of cheap crude oil price in the
international market by lowering
the prices in the domestic mar-
ket as well.

“Both the Modi and Kejriwal

Governments were coming
under the pressure from the oil
companies in hiking the prices
of petroleum products to help
them reap huge profits while  the

people of Delhi were reeling
under tremendous stress and
strain on account of the fast
spread of the Covid-19 pan-
demic,” he said.

Kumar said that the people
of Delhi are still under lockdown
mode and many people have lost
their jobs with no other source
of livelihood. 
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The RSS has strongly backed
the Modi Government”s

line on the LAC and sought to
mobilise a strong public opin-
ion around the world against
Chinese “expansionist moves”.

Sangh leaders have held a
series of meetings with top BJP
functionaries on the ongoing
India-China border escalation
on the Line of Actual Control
in Eastern Ladakh.

The RSS leaders supported
Government”s call for its
“Atmanirbhar” (self reliant)
approach and reducing depen-
dency on other countries-
beginning with China.

The discussions in a series
of meetings here, last week,
stressed the need to “isolate
China” globally and mend
fences with neighbouring
Nepal. The interaction was
attended , among others, by
the senior RSS leader Bhaiyaji
Joshi, BJP President J P Nadda
and BJP General Secretary
(Organisation) B L Santosh,
according to sources.

RSS functionaries felt that
China”s design should be
foiled by combing diplomat-
ic, armed and social pressure
and creating loud awareness

about its moves in areas other
than the Galwan Valley –
which was the point of a vio-
lent skirmish on June 15-16-
like Aksai Chin, parts of
Ladakh, Shaksgam valley,
Uttarakhand and Arunachal
Pradesh. Awareness also needs
to be created on their rapid
infrastructure expansion,
sources said.

The discussion lauded
Government”s “strategic
alliances” with countries like
Japan and Australia. Both the
countries have been critical of
the current Chinese 
dispensation. Japan has been
inimical to Beijing on account
of its territorial disputes and
Australia had hit-out at the
Chinese Government for its
opaque behaviour in not pro-

viding timely information on
the deadly coronavirus which
originated from China.

RSS leaders stressed that
relationships with neighbour-
ing countries like Nepal, Sri
Lanka or Maldives could be
further improved and evolved.
Nepal, they said is part of
India”s cultural continuity and
have deep relationship with
India.

The Nagpur organisation
stressed that its organisation-
al network would make all
efforts to create public opin-
ion against China and seek to
isolate it in the world com-
munity. RSS leaders said
Government was on the right
track in dealing with Chinse
moves and would get full sup-
port from the organisation.
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In view of the unimpressive
past track record of the

Foreign Medical Graduates
(FMGs), the Union Health
Ministry is treading cautious-
ly as it remains non-responsive
to the repeated request of
around 20,000 such degree
holders to rope in the battle
against Covid-19 pandemic.

The graduates who com-
plete their MBBS from coun-
tries like China, Ukraine,
Russia, Bangladesh,
Philippines, Nepal and
Kazakhstan have to clear the
Foreign Medical Graduate
Exam to practice in India, as
mandated by the MCI. MBBS
graduates from the US, UK,
Australia, Canada and New
Zealand do not need to write
this exam. 

The Ministry strongly feels
that it cannot set a wrong
precedent and risk the lives of
the patients including those
suffering with Covid-19 at
their hands only because there
is a shortage of doctors in
some hospitals. The data avail-
able indicates that only a frac-
tion of those who write the
FMG test, pass every year. For
instance, in 2018-19, only 15.10
per cent of the applicants
cleared the exam.

The All India Foreign
Medical Graduates Association
has written twice to the
Ministry asking to allow them

to work as doctors without the
mandatory bridge exam that
they otherwise have to clear to
practice in India.

They have sought licenses
to work as doctors and aid in
the fight against Covid-19. 

“Government wants to
maintain a certain standard
which is why FMG cannot be
allowed to practice without
the mandatory test. There is a
reason why that test was intro-
duced in the first place. 

“Moreover, each year, more
than 80 per cent of these grad-
uates are unable to pass the test,
which means they are not fit to
practice,” said an official from
the Ministry.

The Indian Medical
Association (IMA) also agreed
with the Ministry”s viewpoint.

“These doctors who com-
plete their MBBS from other
countries come from a differ-
ent kind of background and
different kind of discipline that
is maintained in medical col-
leges. We have to know how
competent they are, which is
why the test was introduced
and there is nothing wrong in
that,” said Dr R.V. Asokan,
honorary secretary-general of
the IMA.

Some of the FMGs, who
have written to the govern-
ment, failed the test by a mar-
gin while the others could not
write the exam because it was
postponed this year due to the
pandemic, said the official
from the Ministry.
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Unable to contain locusts’
attack, the Centre has

decided to use helicopters to
spray pesticides in Rajasthan
and Uttar Pradesh. Union
Agriculture Minister Narendra
Singh Tomar will on Tuesday
flag off a helicopter from
Greater Noida for locust con-
trol operation. The helicopter
will be used for the first time
for such operations in India.
The use of helicopter in India
will be in addition to the
deployment of drones for this
purpose. India is also the first
country in the world to use
drones for locust control.

According to the Ministry
of Agriculture, the Bell 206-B3
helicopter, having a pesticide
carrying capacity of 250 litres
in one trip, will fly for Air
capacity of 250 litres in one trip,
will fly for Air  Force Station at
Uttarlai, Barmer. It”ll  then be
deployed for locust control
operations in desert area of
Barmer, Jaisalmer, Bikaner,
Jodhpur and Nagaur. The heli-
copter with spray equipment
can cover about 25 to 50
hectares of area in one flight.

“The Helicopter firm M/s.
Malhotra Helicopters has been

finalised for conduct of single
pilot operation, which can
cover about 25 to 50 hectare
area in one flight. The total
contract value is in the tune of
�1.25 crore for a minimum
guarantee of 100 hours in 60
days and there is a incentive
clause of �10 lakh. The move
comes after the Food and
Agriculture Organization”s
Locust update that locust
swarms that accumulate in
northern Somalia are likely to
migrate across the Indian
Ocean to the summer breeding
areas along the Indo-Pakistan
border. In Pakistan, swarms
have already started laying
eggs in Sindh and swarms are
present in the Indus Valley. 

“Aerial spraying of insecti-
cides is being done by drones
in the regions of Barmer,
Jaisalmer, Bikaner, Nagore, and
Jodhpur districts of Rajasthan
to curb the locust menace,”
agriculture ministry official
said.

According to the ministry,
it has engaged five companies
to provide services of drones
for locust control. Each com-
pany will provide five drons.
Till now 12 drones have been
deployed for locust control in
Jaisalmer, Barmer, Jodhpur,

Bikaner and Nagaur.
India has become the first

country in the world to use
drones for locust control after
finalizing the protocols. Total
amount sanctioned for deploy-
ment of drones is 1.2 crore for
a period of 30 days. “Use of
Drones has added one addi-
tional dimension as it is effec-
tive for tall trees and inacces-
sible areas. One drone can
cover 16-17 hectare area in one
hour and in 4 hours it can cover
upto 70 hectare area,” the offi-
cial said.

The ministry claims that
control operations have been
done in 2,33,487 hectares in
States of Rajasthan, Madhya
Pradesh, Punjab, Gujarat, Uttar
Pradesh, Maharashtra
Chhattisgarh, Haryana and
Bihar between April 11 and
June 28. “No Significant crop
losses have been reported in the
States of Gujarat, Uttar
Pradesh, Madhya Pradesh,
Maharashtra, Chhattisgarh,
Bihar and Haryana. However,
some minor crop losses have
been reported in some districts
of Rajasthan,” it said. To
strengthen locust control capa-
bilities in India, 10 ground
spray equipments were import-
ed from Micron, UK, during
January, 2020 and 15 equip-
ments in June, 2020. Additional
45 ground spray equipments
will reach in the month of July
and Locust Circle Offices have
more than 100 ground control
equipment by July.

Presently 60 control teams
with spray equipment mount-
ed vehicles and more than 200
Central Government personnel
are engaged in locust control
operations. According to min-
istry, 55 additional vehicles
have been purchased to
strengthen the control capa-
bilities.
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IIT Roorkee on Monday
launched a Global Network of

IIT Roorkee Alumni to establish
an extensive connect with its
large number of alumni spread
all over the world. 

On this occasion, Prof Ajit
Chaturvedi, Director IIT

Roorkee, said, “In this digital age,
there is a paradigm shift in rela-
tion to social and professional
networking. Information tech-
nology has raised expectations
of alumni and students for a flat
and efficient platform instead of
a hierarchical and bureaucratic
process. They want to connect
seamlessly with each other and

with the institute too.”
The Network will contribute

in keeping alive the heritage and
legacy of Thomason College of
Civil Engineering to University
of Roorkee and now IIT
Roorkee. It would blend the old
and new generations of alumni
of this unique institute with a
glorious history since 1847.
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Several north-eastern States
including Assam, Sikkim,

Meghalya and eastern States of
Bihar and West Bengal have
witnessed incessant rainfalls
since Friday, causing floods.
From June 1 to 29, Sikkim and
sub-Himalayan West Bengal
have received 123 percent and
22 percent rainfall, Bihar
received 91% of excess rains,
and Assam and Meghalaya

received an excess rain of 29
percent and 36 percent respec-
tively. According to the India
Meteorological Department
(IMD), due to monsoon trough
continues to run along the
Himalayan foothills with the
convergence of strong souther-
ly and south-westerly winds
from the Bay of Bengal over the
north-east and eastern India.

Due to this weather pat-
tern, there is a possibility of
extremely heavy rainfall mea-

suring over 20 centimeters in
the next 24 hours in north-east
and eastern parts of the coun-
try. Over 10 lakh people have
been evacuated in Assam due
to flood.

According to the IMD, the
current weather situation is
likely to cause widespread and
very heavy rain in many parts
of north-east India, Bihar, east-
ern Uttar Pradesh, Sikkim and
Sub Himalayan West Bengal in
the next four-five days. There

may be extremely heavy rain,
in the next 24 hours.

Widespread rainfall is also
expected over Madhya Pradesh
for the next five days. With the
prevalence of these weather
conditions, most places have
been placed on a Yellow watch
by the IMD.

According to the IMD,
flood situation in Assam has
worsen due to heavy rainfall
and around 10 lakh people
have been evacuated so far.

IMD says there are two reasons
for the intense monsoon activ-
ity. First, the northward shift of
monsoon trough that runs
from north Punjab to north-
west Bay of Bengal. Monsoon
rains are generally clustered
around such troughs. Second,
the coming together of strong
winds from the south and
southwest directions carrying
moisture from the Bay of
Bengal. The floods impacted
five districts in upper Assam

the most — Dhemaji, Jorhat,
Majuli, Sivasagar and
Dibrugarh. In Sikkim, land-
slides swept away portions of
Mangan-Chungthang road
near Mangan Police Station
and Lanthey Khola in North
Sikkim district following heavy
rainfall.

Bihar is also in a flood-like
situation. The IMD forecast
heavy rain in Bihar for the next
36 hours as monsoon gets
active in the State. The weath-

er department has issued a high
alert for heavy rain in the
entire state especially places
located at north-central and
north-east Bihar. Red alert has
been issued in some districts
like West-East Champaran,
Gopalganj, Siwan, Araria,
Kishanganj and some other
districts. Lighting stroked
warning is also issued in these
places. As per reports, Bihar
has received 92 percent more
rainfall this year compared to

the other years.
Cherrapunji, which is

known to receive a lot of rain-
fall around this time of the year,
has recorded up to 55 cm in a
day.

Monsoon this time covered
the entire country on June 26
– a good 12 days in advance.
Usually, monsoon covers the
country by July 8. But from last
Friday an intense monsoon
phase in the north-east and
eastern India started.
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The CBI on Monday arrest-
ed an absconding accused

who was wanted in a fake cur-
rency case and evading law
for about seven years after
being deported from
Thailand.

The accused Kuldeep
Singh Dua, resident of Distt.
Navashar (Punjab) was arrest-
ed soon after arrival at the air-
port here.

The CBI had registered a
case under Indian Penal Code
Sections relating to criminal
conspiracy, buying/selling or
trafficking counterfeit cur-
rency and possession of fake
currency on September 13,
2012 against two accused per-
sons on a complaint from
Customs Department, IGI
Airport, New Delhi.

It  was al leged that
Customs (Preventive), IGI
Airport, New Delhi had
seized Fake Indian Currency
Notes (FICN) to the tune of
Rs 6,01,500 on September
11/12, 2012 from a passenger
(Kulwant Rai, resident of
Mukatpura, Distt. Navasahar,
Punjab), the agency said.

During investigation, the
passenger Kulwan Rai had
named another accused
Kuldeep Singh Dua as the
person who handed over him
the counterfeit currency notes
for carrying the same to India.

After investigation, a
chargesheet was filed against
Rai  but Dua was 
continuously absconding for
almost seven years and was
not available for investigation,
and a Look Out Circular
(LOC) was issued against
him.
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Health experts have wel-
comed the Delhi

Government’s decision to set up
a plasma bank, a first in the
country, saying that for the treat-
ment of Covid-19 patients, plas-
ma therapy may be still in the
experimental phase but there
have been encouraging results.

Moreover, given that, at pre-
sent,there is no other sure shot
treatment against the virus that
has infected over 80,000 in the
city, experimenting with plasma
therapy is a good move, they
said. The doctors also  suggest-
ed setting up an online registry
that connects donors and recip-
ients infected with Covid-19
seeking the blood component.

“Almost all the countries
have established a Plasma reg-
istry with a database having
details about addresseses and
phone numbers of the Covid-19
survivors. They can be contact-
ed whenever required,” said Dr
Rahul Bhargava, Director and
Head, Haematology and Bone
Marrow Transplant, Fortis
Memorial Research Institute,
Gurugram.

He advised that plasma reg-
istry should also have a detail of
the anti-body titre of each Covid-
recovered patient.

“The antibody titer is a test
that detects the presence and
measures the amount of anti-
bodies within a person”s blood.
The amount and diversity of
antibodies correlates to the
strength of the body”s immune
response,” he explained.

The donors have to be free
of Covid-19 for at least 28 days
if the disease was serious or at
least 14 days if it was mild. The
blood types of the donor and the
recipient have to be the same.

Dr Nita Radhakrishnan,
Assistant Professor at
Department of Pediatric
Hematology Oncology, 

Super Speciality Pediatric

Hospital and PG Teaching
Institute, Noida too felt that
even though trials of plasma
therapy were still in experimen-
tal stage,  experimenting with
such move (setting up plasma
bank) is no harm when there is
no treatment option and the
Covid-19 scenario is deteriorat-
ing across the country.

In many States like
Rajasthan and Maharashtra the
Indian Council of Medical
Research (ICMR), a health
research wing of the Ministry, is
already conducting trial for plas-
ma therapy and once the results
are out than only we will be able
to tell whether or not it is suc-
cessful.

She added that plasma ther-
apy has been found to be useful
in patients reporting respirato-
ry complications. However, it
may not be helpful in other com-
plications like thromobosis
where clotting is formed in
lungs, she warned.

In the US, an NGO Sewa
International has already set up
a programme for Covid-19 sur-

vivors to donate their blood plas-
ma for a therapy to save severe-
ly ill patients with respiratory fail-
ure.

Sewa President Sree
Sreenath said that the organisa-
tion is working with partners in
India to create a registry there
since the ICMR is allowing clin-
ical trials of the therapy.

Delhi Chief Minister Arvind
Kejriwal on Monday announced
setting up of the “plasma bank”
at the Delhi government-run
Institute of Liver and Biliary
Sciences and doctors or hospi-
tals will have to approach it for
plasma if a Covid-19 patient
needs the same.

Kejriwal said that his gov-
ernment has so far conducted a
clinical trial of plasma therapy on
29 Covid-19 patients and the
result was “encouraging”.

Delhi Health Minister
Satyendar Jain, who had tested
positive for the virus, was admin-
istrated plasma therapy. He has
now recovered.

Malini Asola, the co-con-
venor of the All India Drug

Action Network however felt
that the Delhi Government”s
response has been quite late.
“The Government   literally
watched while the private hos-
pital MaxHealthcare  became the
main hub for plasma therapy, to
the extent that the State Health
Minister SatyendarJain, had to
go to Max as well. The Chief
Minister  stepped aside to let this

hospital set up its plasma bank
before announcing a
Government bank,” she said.

In the coronavirus plasma
therapy, blood plasma contain-
ing the antibodies created to fight
the virus is taken from Covid-
recovered  person and inject it
into a person suffering from the
disease so that the antibodies can
help fight the disease.
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TRA Research, a consumer
insights and brand analytics

company, released a whitepaper
on Monday tracking the Mental
Wellbeing of citizens across 16
cities between the March 23 and
May 21 lockdown period. The
study measured Health Worry,
Economy Worry, Family Worry
and Financial worry of citizens
and their ability to cope with
them.

The demographic pattern of
the Mental Wellbeing Index
(MWBI) shows that citizens of
Delhi (NCR) and Guwahati dis-

play the highest mental strength
in their ability to cope with their
anxieties since the coronavirus
spread started in India.
Hyderabad had 87% Mental
Wellbeing Index score display-
ing “Excellent” Mental ability.
Indore and Chandigarh, both at
78% are rated “Very Good” on
Mental Wellbeing.

In the South, though, most
cities showed greater vulnera-
bility in coping with their Covid
worries with Chennai having the
lowest MWBI score at 43% fol-
lowed closely by Kochi at 45%.
Nagpur was also in the same
range with a 44% score.
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The CRPF on Monday
recorded 58 new Covid-19

infections in its ranks even as the
tally of pandemic-hit personnel
in the Force stood at 1,131 fol-
lowed by 21 new cases in BSF
and four in ITBP.

During the last 24 hours,
140 patients recovered in the
CRPF which has at present 567
active cases, highest amongst all
the paramilitary forces. The
figure for recoveries in the
CRPF stands at 655. The death
count due to the novel coron-
avirus in the CRPF is nine.

Likewise, the number of
Covid-19 active cases in BSF is
305 and 655 patients have recov-
ered till now. The death count
is four plus a road accident vic-
tim who was later tested to be
Covid-19 positive. A total of 965
persons in BSF have contracted
the disease.

The Sashastra Seema Bal
has 37 active cases and 110
recovered personnel.

With the four new cases,
the tally of infected persons in
the ITBP is 317, including 81
active cases and 236 recoveries.
During the last 24 hours, 13
patients have recovered from
the pandemic.

Out of total active cases in
ITBP, 21 are in Delhi and the

remaining 60 are at other dif-
ferent locations. Condition of all
admitted is stable, a paramili-
tary spokesperson said.

As many as 19 ITBP per-
sonnel hit by Covid-19 are
being managed at CAPF
Referral Hospital, Greater
Noida, one each at Safdurjang
Hospital and MCD Hospital
here besides eight at Tezpur, one
each at Gangtok and Bommuru
(Andhra Pradesh), two at
Madurai, five at Raipur, nine at
Jagdalpur, one at Jabalpur, four
at Prayagraj/ Koshambi, nine at
Dehradun, one at Samba, four
at Rajouri, eight in Katihar, one
each at Shimla and Jammu
and two at Guwahati. One
patient each is admitted at
Shilapathar and Nahan besides
two at Purnea. 

Personnel from other para-
military forces and Central
police organisations admitted at
CAPF Referral Hospital,
Greater Noida include seven
from BSF, 47 from CRPF, 55
from CISF, seven from SSB, four
from NIA, one of NSG, NSG,
two Intelligence Bureau staff,
one each from NTRO and
NDRF.

Family members of para-
military personnel undergo-
ing treatment at the referral
hopital inlcude a total of 15
patients (ITBP-4, CRPF-2,
CBI-3, CISF-4, Ex BSF-2).
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CPI(M) General Secretary
Sitraram Yechur y on

Monday urged the Chief
Election Commissioner Sunil
Arora to consult political par-
ties before taking decisions on
change in election proce-
dures. Expressing displeasure
on not consulting political
parties for allowing postal
ballots to covid-19 quaran-
tined persons, Yechury point-
ed out that the attitude of
non-consulting political par-
ties by Election Commission
is totally an unhealthy prac-
tice. 

“We are greatly disturbed
by the media reports that the
Election Commission of India
(ECI) bypassing the estab-
lished practice of consulting
political parties, is unilaterally
initiating measures to provide
voters aged over sixty four
years, the use of postal ballots.
We are given to understand
that in response to the request
from the ECI,  the Law
Ministry had earlier amend-
ed the Conduct  of  the
Election Rules to allow peo-
ple with disabilities and those
who are 80 years of age or
above to opt for postal ballot
during the general elections to
Parliament and State
Assemblies. Subsequently the
ECI had approached the
Government to 
further amend the rule in the
light of the Covid 19 pan-
demic. 

It is further reported that
on June 19, the Law Ministry
has notified fresh change to
allow those aged 65 years
and above the option of postal
ballots. The amended rules
also allow “Covid-19 suspect
or affected persons” same
option of postal ballots,” said
Yechury. 
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CPI General Secretary D Raja
on Monday said Prime

Minister Narendra Modi’s obser-
vations in the recent Mann Ki
Baat about the defence sector are
far from truth. Raja said that in
the radio talk Modi wrongly said
that after Independence, India
did not concentrate on defence
factories and manufacturing. 

“Prime Minister was far
from truth. When the Britishers
left India, there were only 18
Ordnance Factories and the
arms, weapons, ammunition,
etc, were manufactured based on
British technology. After
Independence, the elected
democratic government led by
Pandit Jawaharlal Nehru had a
vision and mission about achiev-
ing self-reliance in defence and
indigenisation of defence man-
ufacturing. As a result, many
defence PSUs like HAL, BEL,
BDL, BEML and others were
established.  Today there are 41
Ordnance Factories, with 23 of
them established after
Independence and not a single
factory was established by the
BJP government in the last six
years. 

“Today our Ordnance
Factories are producing indige-
nously-developed arms, ammu-
nitions, rifles, weapons, protec-
tive clothings, battle-field dress,
tents, parachutes, etc, for the
Indian Armed Forces. India has
been equipped with the arms,
ammunitions and other equip-
ments produced by the
Ordnance Factories and PSUs.
How can the Prime Minister
belittle the contribution of the
Indian Ordnance Factories? ,said
Raja accusing the Government
for trying to privatise the defence
sector by allowing 100% FDI in
the sector.
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Even as the Health Experts
Committee appointed by the

Government of Tamil Nadu was
having a two-hour long parley with
Chief Minister Edappadi
Palaniswami at Fort Saint George
(Secretariat) about the future
course of action to be taken on June
30, as the lock down declared in
four districts and Madurai corpo-
ration is coming to an end on
Tuesday, the number of Covid-19
patients was moving upward
breaking all previous records.

According to the medical bul-
letin released by the Government
of Tamil Nadu by Monday evening,
a record number of 3,949 persons
were diagnosed with Covid-19 in
the State on a single day with
Chennai alone accounting for 2,
167 patients. 

The day also saw 62 persons
succumbing to the pandemic tak-
ing the death toll till date to 1,141
in the State. Out of the 62 persons
died on Monday, 51 died with co-
morbidities.

The day Chennai was locked
down (19 June) 1,322 persons had

tested positive for the coronavirus.
Monday’s numbers indicate that
the covid-19 pandemic has not
been weakened because of the
lock down.

The bulletin released on
Monday said there are 37,331
active patients in the State while till
date 86, 224 persons have been
diagnosed with coronavirus. The
number of persons discharged
from the hospitals fully recovered
rose to 47,749 by Monday.

Aggressive testing to identify
and isolate the coronavirus patients
continued in the State as 90 labo-
ratories tested more than 30,000
patients on a single day and this
took the total number of persons
tested till date to 1.086 million. The
State has also tested 1.14 million
samples till date.

The  problematic districts of
Chengalpet (187), Kancheepuram
(75), Thiruvallur (154) continued
to be areas of concern. But results
from Madurai (290), Vellore (144),
Virudhunagar (77), the industrial
hub of Coimbatore (65) are caus-
ing anxiety among the policy mak-
ers.

Dr Prabhdeep Kaur, deputy

director, National Institute of
Epidemiology, who led the com-
mittee of experts told media per-
sons after the meeting chaired by
the chief minister that they did not
recommend for extending  the lock
down or bring more districts under
lock down.

“Lockdown is a blunt instru-
ment - it is not a solution at all
times; it should be enforced when
there is a need,” said Dr Kaur. She
said the State could not remain
under lock down all the time. “We
have to assess the situation of a dis-
trict or taluk based on the indica-
tors given by the World Health
Organisation or the health experts
committee. Enforcing lockdown in
all areas is not necessary,” said Dr
Kaur.

She said in the past meetings,
the committee had suggested that
the number of tests should be
increased and the government
implemented that. “In Chennai,
around 10,000 tests per day are
being done. That is a good initia-
tive. Similarly, across Tamil Nadu,
the number of tests has improved.
Nearly 32,000 tests are being done
per day,” she added.

$�
����'+��������������
��)���,)�����-���
�����%$

��
�		���	7���	����	�� 8/��1

Three more terrorists were gunned
down by the joint teams of securi-

ty forces in village Khulchohar area of
Anantnag early Monday morning, 
taking the total tally of terrorists killed
to 17 in back to back operations since
June 1 to 29.

According to police, one of the ter-
rorists eliminated in the encounter
hailed from Doda district. He has been
identified as Masood Ahmd Bhat resi-
dent of Doda (District Commander of
HM outfit) and other two unidentified
terrorists are from LeT outfit.

Police claimed with the elimination
of Masood, the Doda district has
become  'militancy free'. Earlier, Doda
was declared militancy free after the
elimination of two LeT terrorists in June
2011. The landlocked district  started
witnessing terrorist related incidents in
September 2015.  Two SPO's had joined
the ranks of a terror outfit.

“With today’s operation at
Khulchohar in Anantnag by Anantnag
Police along with 19 RR, CRPF in which

two LET  terrorists including one dis-
trict commander and one Hizbul
Mujahideen commander Masood were
neutralised, Doda district in Jammu
Zone becomes totally militancy free
once again as Masood was last surviv-
ing militant of Doda,” a police
spokesman said.

According to police, the operation
was launched on a specific input gen-
erated by Anantnag Police regarding
presence of terrorists in village
Khulchohar area of Anantnag. A joint
cordon and search operation was
launched by the JKP, 19RR and CRPF
in the said area.

During the search operation, the
hiding terrorists fired on the joint
search party. The fire was retaliated lead-
ing to an encounter. In the ensuing
encounter, 03 terrorists were killed and
their bodies were retrieved from the site
of encounter.

The dead bodies of the killed ter-
rorists have been sent to Handwara for
their last rites after conducting medico-
legal formalities including collection of
their DNA.
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The custodial death of the father-
son duo of P Jeyaraaj and J Fenix

in Tamil Nadu’s Thoothukudi district
took a new turn as it has come out
that the policemen of Sattankulam
Police Station are not cooperating
with the Judicial Magistrate
Kovilpatti, who is conducting a judi-
cial probe into the incident.

The Madurai Bench of the
Madras High Court on Monday
ordered the district collector of
Thoothukudi to direct the revenue
officials to take charge of the station
as well as all documents maintained
in the office till the entire probe is
taken over by the 
CBI.

A division bench of justices P N
Prakash and B Pugalendhi hearing a
suo motu petition told the court on
Monday that they heard about the
non-cooperation of the policemen
through the Principal District Judge
who is monitoring the investigation.

When the Additional Advocate
General informed the court that the
probe has been handed over to the

CBI, the judges said they were not
bothered about that move as it was a
policy decision of the Government.
“But the evidence has to be preserved
till the procedures to transfer the
investigation to the CBI are com-
pleted,” they said.

There are reports that Kovilpatti
sub-jail records stated Jeyaraaj and
Fenix had bleeding injuries in their
gluteal regions when the Sattankulam
police had taken them for remand on
June 20. It was from this jail the
father-son duo was taken to the hos-
pital where they died.

There are reports that some of the
cops of the Sattankulam Police Station
used to torment Jeyaraaj for free
mobile phones and accessories.
Jeyaraaj’s refusal to part with such
‘gifts’ had upset the policemen who
were waiting for a chance to take on
him, said these reports but the
authenticity could not be 
confirmed. 

It is also said that Fenix who
rushed to the police station hearing
about the arrest of his father had alter-
cations and even a skirmish with the
cops on duty.
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Kerala reported 121   Covid-19 positive cases
on Monday, with as many as 2057 people

undergoing treatment for the infection and the
death toll rose to  23 as the sample of a deceased
man tested positive.

Of the positive cases, 78 had come from
abroad and 26 from other  states and five had
been infected through contact.

Nine CISF personnel and three health
workers were among those  who wereinfected,
Chief Minister Pinarayi Vijayan said.

This is the 11th consecutive day thatthe state
has reported  over 100 cases.

Seventy-nine people have recovered from
the disease, Vijayan told reporters.

A man from Tamil Nadu had died on June24
at the Manjeri Medical  college hospital and his
sample was found positive for the infection.

Giving the district wise break-up of the
cases, Vijayan said Tjhrissur reported the high-
est number of cases--26, while 14 cases were
reported from Kannur, Malappuram and
Pathanamthitta 13 each, Palakkad 12, Kollam 11,
Kozhikode nine, Alappuzha, Ernakulam and
Idukki five each, Kasaragod and
Thiruvananthapuram four each.There are 118
hotspots as of today.

With steep rise in Covid cases in Ponnani
taluk in Malappuram, from 5 pm Monday to July
6, triple lockdown will be enforced and  there
will be a lot of restrictions in the movement of
people.
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The Trinamool-BJP face off on
Prime Minister Garib Kalyan

Yojna hit a new low with the
Bengal ruling party come down
heavily on Union Finance
Minister Nirmala Sitharaman for
“peddling lies” for political gains.

State Finance Minister Dr
Amit Mitra on Monday hit out at
Sitharaman for “telling such a big
lie” so as to gain political mileage
by misleading people by suggest-
ing that the Bengal Government
had failed to produce its district-
wise data on the migrant workers
when demanded by the Centre for
earmarking funds for the central
scheme for the jobless migrant
workers of the State.

“Garib Kalyan Yojna … the
name is lofty but in reality it is full
of politics… it is being used to fur-
ther political gains,” Mitra said in
a very hard-hitting statement
before asserting that the State
Government had indeed complied
to all the requisitions and direc-
tions given by the Centre to
enable itself get funds for the job-
less migrant workers who had
returned from the host-spot 
areas.

Rattling out the dates of the
Centre-State correspondence on
the issue Mitra said “We received
a letter to the PNRT Department
on June 23rd asking us to send dis-
trict-wise data of the migrant
workers. We complied with the
directives and sent the requisite
data by 7 pm in the evening….
And I have the documents with

me. “Then on June 25 there was
yet another later this time asking
for block-wise data of such work-
ers. We complied with this too
with immediate effect and yet our
name was struck out of the recip-
ient states I do have copies of the
entire transaction regarding the
issue ….”

Alleging that the BJP was try-
ing to play politics when the peo-
ple of the State were languishing
Mitra said the “one would not
expect such a big lie from the
Finance Minister of the country…
I think either she is telling a like
or she has been wrongly informed
about the issue.”
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The Supreme Court on Monday
asked Ministry of Home Affairs

to clarify its stand about the status
of visa of around 2,500 citizens from
35 countries, who were blacklisted
for ten years for their alleged
involvement in Tablighi Jamaat
activities.  

The top court asked the Centre
to place on record whether indi-
vidual notices were issued with
regard to cancellation of visas of the
foreign nationals. A bench of
Justices A M Khanwilkar, Dinesh
Maheshwari and Sanjiv Khanna,
which took up a batch of pleas filed
by foreign nationals against their
blacklisting for hearing through
video conferencing, posted the mat-
ter for further hearing on July 2.

The bench told Solicitor
General Tushar Mehta and advocate
Rajat Nair appearing for Centre that
if visas of these foreign nationals are

cancelled then the government
should explain why they are still here
in India but if their visas are not can-
celled then it's a different situation.

Nair, who initially appeared for
the Centre said that the copies of
these petitions has not been served
upon them, therefore they need time
to file reply. Senior advo-
cate C U Singh, appearing for the
petitioners said that they have
served the copy of the petition upon
advocate on record and added that
blacklisting note was a general
order for over 900 persons.

The bench said that the notifi-
cation of Ministry of Home Affairs
says the decision has to be taken on
case to case basis by the authorities
and it needs to be found out whether
any such orders were passed. 

Singh said that there should not
be any violation of visa norms, now
their native countries want them
back and embassies are asking
about them.

The bench said then let the
Union of India make a statement on
the status of their visa and told
Mehta to find out whether any indi-
vidual orders were passed for can-
cellation of visa of these foreign
nationals.

At the outset, the bench asked
Singh as when was the order for
cancellation of visa was served
upon them, to which he replied that
it was a general order and no indi-
vidual notices were given to them.

The bench said its understand-
ing is that in each case separate order
needs to be passed for cancelling the
visa. However, what is before
the court is a press release and no
specific order, it said. 

Singh contended that as far as
blacklisting or visa cancellation is
concerned there was no individual
order was served on any person and
even during the hearing of bail appli-
cations before the High Courts, no
such orders were placed on record
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The Supreme Court on Monday asked the Institute
of Chartered Accountants of India (ICAI) to con-

sider treating aspirants who are unable to appear in
CA exams scheduled between July 29 and August
16 due to the Covid-19 pandemic, as 'opt out' can-
didates as the prevailing situation is not static.   

It suggested that if a candidate, who has not opted
out, is unable to appear in the exam due to exigency
then he or she should be given the same benefit as
provided to those who have opted out.

The apex court said ICAI should be flexible in
conducting exams amid the pandemic and take care
of concern of candidates.

It suggested that option for change in examina-
tion centre should be made available to the aspirants
till the last week before the scheduled exams.

A bench headed by Justice A M Khanwilkar was
hearing through video conferencing a plea which has
challenged the 'opt out' option alleging that it “arbi-
trarily” discriminate between the aspirants in the May
cycle of CA examination.

The bench, also comprising Justices Dinesh
Maheshwari and Sanjiv Khanna, observed that sit-

uation is not static and continuously changing and
the ICAI should be flexible on the issues of 'opt out'
and change of examination centre.

“Even if a candidate has not chosen the opt out
option and he suddenly come under a containment
zone, what will you do? You should treat candidates
who do not appear as opt out cases,” the bench 
said.

The top court observed that option for change
in examination centre should be given till last week
considering the fact that an area may become a con-
tainment zone due to the COVID-19 situation pre-
vailing in the country.

The ICAI's counsel told the bench that they
would place before the court a draft notification
which would address the concerns raised by candi-
dates.

The bench posted the matter for further hear-
ing on July 2 and said that the ICAI should also keep
in mind the guidelines issued by the Ministry of
Home Affairs with regard to exams to be conduct-
ed by different boards like CBSE. Advocate
Alakh Alok Srivastava, appearing for the petition-
er, told the bench that there should be one exami-
nation centre per district. 
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Kolkata: In a move towards
inspiring people in their fight
against corona the Bengal
Government has come out with
a novel idea of launching a
“Covid Warriors’ Club” with 60
members to begin with, Chief
Minister Mamata Banerjee said
on Monday.

“We have come out with a
novel idea that would perhaps be
evaluated and followed by the rest
of the world tomorrow to inspire
the corona warriors,” the Chief
Minister said adding “we have
created a Covid Warriors Club
with ex-corona patients who
have fought and won their battles.

“Initially there are sixty peo-
ple in this club and we invite
many more to join this. There
jobs will be to provide support
and serve thepatients who are
currently ill but helping them
speak to their family members, by
serving them food and other req-
uisites and by giving them
courage. “They will be given
some wages for this too,” Banerjee

said adding “the first such club
has come up in Behrampore in
Murshidabad district and gradu-
ally more clubs will come up in
other parts of the State including
Capital Kolkata.”

Banerjee also declared July 1
otherwise celebrated as Doctors’
Day as a State holiday urging the
other States to follow suit. “We are
doing this to commemorate and
extend our gratitude for the coro-
na fighters like the doctors, para-
medical staff and frontline work-
ers,” she said adding “I hope the
Centre too would take this idea
to declare July 1 as a holiday.”

Meanwhile the Kolkata
Metro Railways have said that it
would not be able to run its ser-
vices without a green signal from
the Ministry of Railways saying
there was no adequate staff to
ensure social distancing. CPRO,
Kolkata Metro Railways Indrani
Mukherjee said that the services
cannot be resumed before August
12 given the current circum-
stances. PNS
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Alarmed apparently by the continued
spike in coronavirus fatalities and

infections, the Maharashtra Government
on Monday extended the lockdown till
July 31, to restrict the movement of per-
sons for non-essential activities like
shopping and outdoor exercises and to
enforce strictly mandatory precautions of
wearing masks, social distancing and per-
sonal hygiene.

On a day when the State recorded
181 more fatalities and 5,257 new infec-
tions taking the total number of deaths
to 7,610 and infected cases to 1,69,883 in
the State, the Uddhav Thackeray vested
powers with the district collectors and
Municipal Commissioners to enforce
“certain measures and necessary restric-
tions”  in “specified local areas” to con-
tain the spread of the pandemic.

“It is further directed that the move-
ment of persons for the purposes of non-
essential activities like shopping and the
outdoor exercises, shall be restricted with-
in the neighbourhood area limits with all
necessary prescribed mandatory pre-

cautions of wearing masks, social dis-
tancing and personal hygiene,” the state
government order extending the lock-
down till July 31 stated.

In a related development, the
Brihanmumbai Municipal Corporation
– which is waging a grim battle against
Cororavirus in the country’s commercial
capital, issued a separate order announc-
ing that it would impose a fine of �1,000
on those not wearing masks in the
metropolis.   “Anybody violating this
order will be punishable under section
188 of Indian Penal Code (48 of 1860)
and a fine of �1000 will be imposed for
each such offence by the police officer or
the officers appointed by Asstt.
Commissioners of MCGM,” the BMC
order read.

Apart from permitting “unrestricted
movement” only for attending place of
work and bona fide humanitarian

requirement including medical reason,
the Maharashtra government has allowed
continuance of all essential shops, e-com-
merce activity for essential and non-
essential items, all industrial units, on-
line-distance learning activities and
home delivery of food which are cur-
rently operational All essential and non-
essential shops and markets, except
malls and market complexes, will be
allowed to open from 9 am to 5 pm.

“All Government offices (excluding
Emergency, health and Medical, trea-
suries, disaster management, police,
NIC, food and Civil Supply, FCI, NYK,
Municipal Services) to function with 15%
strength or 15 persons - whichever is
higher,” the state government order said.

All private offices in Mumbai
Metropolitan Region (MMR) have been
allowed to operate with 10% strength or
10 people, the state government has
allowed activities related to self-employed
people like plumbers, electricians, pest
control, garages, printing and distribu-
tion of newspapers (including home
delivery), and barber shops have also
been allowed in MMR.
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Astudy by academicians from
two leading US universities

has recommended shutting down
of red-light areas for one year, to
prevent an anticipated a shock-
ing 400,000 infections and 12,000
deaths among red light area
workers and residents in the
event of resumption of activities.

The study titled ‘Modelling
the Effect of Continued Closure
of Red-Light Areas on Covid-19
Transmission in India’, carried
out by experts at Harvard
Medical School and the Yale
School of Medicine, has project-
ed that there could be over
400,000 infections and 12,000
deaths among red light area
workers and residents in the
next one year if they are
reopened.

Among other things, the
study says that more than 90 per-
cent of these cases and deaths in
cities like Kolkata, Pune, and
Nagpur could be prevented by

the time the epidemic would
peak by keeping red light areas
closed.  “It is impossible to prac-
tice social distancing during sex.
Residents of red-light areas
including sex workers, pimps,
and brothel managers are at
higher risk of infection. By keep-
ing red light areas closed till there
is an effective preventive mea-
sure, thousands of deaths among
residents of red-light areas can be
averted,” Dr. Abhishek Pandey,
Yale University, co-author of the
study, said.

According to the study, West
Bengal’s red-light areas will expe-
rience over 2,000 deaths of sex
workers and red light area resi-
dents if they reopen. West
Bengal’s largest NGO working
with sex workers, Durbar Mahila
Samanwaya Committee (DMSC),
has a membership that includes
about 65,000 sex workers spread
across 50 red light areas in the
state.

Maharashtra will also be one
of the worst affected states. In

Pune’s Budhwar Peth, there may
be 4,795 cumulative cases, 688
hospitalizations, and 162 deaths.
In Mumbai’s Red-Light Area of
Kamathipura, Grant Road, and
Faulkland Road, 3,494 cases, 486
hospitalizations, and 114 deaths.
In Nagpur, Itwari Chowk can face
1,667 cases, 236 hospitalizations,
and 56 deaths. 

In New Delhi, the GB Road
Red Light Area could experience
2,774 cases, 386 hospitalizations,
and 91 deaths.

Dr. Sahayakan, a member of
Code Red Coalition, a global
coalition of doctors and
researchers that is advising gov-
ernments on how to prevent
COVID-19 spread said, “None of
the protection measures like dis-
tancing, masks, or sanitising can
effectively stop COVID-19 trans-
mission during sex work. Sex
work cannot be safely practised in
red light areas in India given their
nature. It can result in many
cases and deaths in sex workers
and citizens”.

Commenting on the report,
co-author, Dr. Sudhakar Nuti,
Harvard Medical School, said
“The Indian government has
implemented smart and effective
measures to flatten the curve, but
it is unlikely for the pandemic to
be resolved until there is a vaccine.
It is therefore important that red
light areas remain closed until a
vaccine is developed and widely
distributed to protect sex workers
and the population at large”. 

The study has recommend-
ed that sex workers need oppor-
tunities to gain skills that provide
employment in lower-risk jobs.
Recent media reports show that
some sex workers have begun
exploring other employment
options. In Andhra Pradesh, a
collective has asked for an exit
strategy for sex workers includ-
ing “transitional housing, bank
loans, and alternate employ-
ment”. The efforts to close India’s
red-light areas and help sex
workers find lower risk jobs
would save many lives.
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Tamil Nadu Chief Minister Edappadi
Palaniswami announced late Monday

evening that the complete lockdown in the
four districts of Chennai, Chengalpet,
Thiruvallur and Kancheepuram and the par-
tial lockdown in Madurai which would have
come to an end on June 30 has been extend-
ed to July 31.

The decision is being seen as a follow
up to the two hour long meeting the chief
minister had with medical professionals con-
stituting the high power committee. 

All Sundays in the month of July would
see the State going for “Intensified and com-
plete lockdown”. There would be no intra-
district public and private transport opera-
tions from July 1 to 15 in Tamil 
Nadu. 

E-pass system for intra-district, inter-dis-
trict and inter-State movement would con-
tinue to be in place.

Travelers planning to visit Chennai or
any other places in Tamil Nadu may resched-
ule their itinerary to another time.
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With so much coming
into the public
domain about dona-
tions to the Rajiv
Gandhi Foundation

(RGF) headed by Sonia Gandhi, the
Congress has launched a counter-
attack on the BJP but its attempts to
turn this into a slugfest between the
two main political parties is unlikely
to bury some basic, worrying ques-
tions that have cropped up in the pub-
lic mind.

To begin with, the Congress must
explain why the RGF, which like the
party is an enterprise of the Nehru-
Gandhi family, took a donation from
China — a nation that has spurned
India’s hand of friendship and repeat-
edly challenged its territorial integri-
ty for over seven decades. Even more
shocking is the Congress’ reluctance
to disclose the contents of the
Memorandum of Understanding
(MoU) it entered into with the
Communist Party of China (CCP) in
2008. The document was signed on
behalf of the party by Rahul Gandhi,
its general secretary, and by a CCP
official in the presence of his moth-
er and party president Sonia Gandhi
and the then Chinese Vice President
Xi Jinping. Despite mounting public
demand, the Nehru-Gandhis are
chary of releasing this MoU. What are
they afraid of?

Posting a picture of the MoU
signing ceremony, the noted lawyer,
Mahesh Jethmalani, tweeted recent-
ly and said that it was imperative for
the party to disclose the details “and
get the guessing and insinuations over
with.” More ominously (for the
Congress), the lawyer noted that
“China was and is in Indian law, an
enemy country. The CCP is an enemy
association. It supports the occupation
of the Indian territory and lays claim
to other areas. Any agreement/MoU
with the CCP validates its stand and
is an unlawful activity punishable
under the UAPA.” He also suggested
that a Central Bureau of Investigation
(CBI) probe be ordered into possible
offences under the Prevention of
Corruption Act and the Foreign
Contribution Regulation Acts of 1976
and 2010.

This question becomes all the
more relevant at a time when 20 Indian
soldiers have laid down their lives while
countering yet another attempted
incursion by the Chinese in Ladakh
recently. There is also a domestic angle
to the scandal involving funds flowing
into this family’s trust, which is even
more appalling. This relates to the
diversion of funds from the Prime
Minister’s National Relief Fund

(PMNRF), which is primarily
meant to lend succour to the
people in times of natural
calamities to the RGF when the
party headed the coalition that
ran the Union Government
from 2004 to 2014.

Apart from the Nehru-
Gandhis, Manmohan Singh,
who was the Prime Minister at
that time, must explain how he
allowed such gross misuse of
public fund directly under his
charge. He must also explain
why so many Union Ministries,
Government departments and
public sector undertakings gave
grants to the RGF when he was
the Prime Minister.

The news about the dona-
tion from the Government of
China to the Congress has
stirred a hornet’s nest as it has
raised questions about the sanc-
tity of the transaction and its
possible impact on India’s sov-
ereignty, unity and integrity.
The Congress, which was at the
vanguard of the freedom move-
ment, has for long enjoyed the
trust and love of the people for
the enormous sacrifices made
by its leaders to secure the
country’s freedom. 

The sacrifices of Mahatma
Gandhi, who was the party’s
guiding light, Jawaharlal Nehru,
Netaji Subhas Chandra Bose,
Vallabhbhai Patel, BR
Ambedkar and thousands of
others across the land were
remembered with utmost rev-
erence by the people in the ini-
tial decades after independence.
However, this reverence began
to fade away when, after the
advent of Indira Gandhi, the

party became a clone of a pri-
vate limited company, which
was tightly held by the Nehru-
Gandhis and which allowed the
family’s insecurities and petti-
ness to permeate its activities. 

Consequently, they made
India a de facto monarchy and
with the help of courtiers in the
media and academia, worked
overtime to obliterate the con-
tribution of great leaders out-
side this family.

This reached such vulgar
proportions that every major
Government scheme, public
building, national institution,
university, scholarship and
sports event was named after
members of this family. This
exercise went to such shameful
lengths that even Pygmalion
Point, the southern-most point
of India, was re-named Indira
Point and a peak in the
Himalayas was named Rajiv
Peak. Union Ministers and
State Chief Ministers vied with
each other to please the family
and went to such ridiculous
lengths as to name a calf-rear-
ing scheme in Haryana after
India Gandhi and a breakfast
scheme in Pondicherry and a
jhopadpatti (slum) football
tournament in Maharashtra
after Rajiv Gandhi.

All this shows the small-
mindedness of the family but
since this exercise went
unchecked for decades, the
family has become so brazen as
to take donations from an
enemy country for the family-
run trust.

The sense of entitlement of
the family is such that Sonia

Gandhi and not Manmohan
Singh attended the Beijing
Olympics. The Chinese played
host to her, her son Rahul
Gandhi, her daughter Priyanka
and son-in-law Robert Vadra.
Tweeting about this, Shobha
Karandjale, MP, said, “This
wasn’t just a mockery of the
office of the Prime Minister but
a subversion of India’s democ-
ratic system and ethos.”

Therefore, the unwilling-
ness of the Congress to criticise
China even after 20 Indian
soldiers sacrificed their lives
defending the country at
Galwan must be seen in the
light of this donation, the MoU
and the red carpet laid out by
the Chinese to the Nehru-
Gandhis. Then, the jigsaw puz-
zle will fall in place.

There is seething anger in
the country regarding the hege-
monistic attitude of China and
its perfidy after the signing of
agreements vis-à-vis patrolling
and other arrangements along
the Line of Actual Control
(LAC) for maintenance of
peace. The strong public sen-
timent will compel the
Narendra Modi Government to
take firm measures to defend
the country’s territorial integri-
ty, which the Prime Minister
has firmly declared is “non-
negotiable.” Unfortunately, the
Congress is not lending him
support. Why is it at odds with
this national sentiment? Every
Indian must ask this question
and search for answers.

(The writer is an author spe-
cialising in democracy studies.
Views expressed are personal.)
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Sir — The debate around the
world about herd immunity
from COVID-19 is picking up
pace. Epidemiologists are sug-
gesting it as one of the solutions
for the pandemic. The lockdown
was termed as a period for
preparation of the health infra-
structure to battle the virus and
now, living with it looks like the
only option. The development of
a viable vaccine is still under way
and letting antibodies develop
naturally is a big risk. If we do
let the virus spread under the
guise of herd immunity, vulner-
able sections will be exposed and
the mortality rate will rise. 

Herd immunity is not a
process or a technique that can
be implemented; it is a natural
occurrence. The ideal way of
achieving immunity is through
a vaccine, in the absence of
which the virus has to be con-
tained by tracing, testing and
treating. Since India has a huge
population, we cannot take risks. 

We are quite far from
achieving natural immunity;
even the serosurvey conducted
by the ICMR shows that only
one to two per cent of people

have developed antibodies nat-
urally in these three months. 

Ravi Teja Kathuripalli 
Hyderabad
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Sir — As the world comes to
grips with the “new normal”
Coronavirus has wrought on us,
the virus has led to an explosion

of new words and phrases, both
in English and in other languages,
that have become a part of our
day-to-day communication. 

Terms such as “lockdown,”
“hotspot,” “community spread,”
“self-isolating”, “pandemic”,
“quarantine”, “contagious” and
“key workers” among others
have seen a rise in usage while
neologisms are being coined
quicker than ever in the wake of

the pandemic. 
On the one hand, our med-

ical faculty is busy analysing,
experimenting and calculating
ways to contain the pandemic, on
the other, linguists are busy, try-
ing to study and analyse these
new metaphors. The outpouring
of metaphors, neologisms and
lexical innovations we have seen
in the past few months points to
the fact that linguistic creativity

is a key part of language, reshap-
ing our ways of engaging with the
world. Understanding the lan-
guage surrounding the pandem-
ic will be more important.

M Pradyu
Kannur
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Sir — State Governments are
caught in a Catch-22 situation.
On the one hand, lockdown
cannot be enforced for an indef-
inite period, on the other, the rate
of infection has been increasing.
Given the fragile condition of the
Indian economy, prolonged lock-
down is injurious to the liveli-
hoods of a majority of people.
Locking up people indefinitely
has another flip side of psycho-
logical stress and ailments it
may cause. The best way is to
unlock cautiously, making social
distancing norms punishable
with hefty fines. Markets must be
opened on a staggered basis.
Work from home must be
encouraged.

Sweta
Via email
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Daylight was just breaking over Bhiwani in
Haryana. As the sleepless Sunita watched
the sunrise from the window of her room,

she felt a shooting pain. At once she knew that
her labour pains had started. But instead of exhil-
aration, Sunita was filled with a sense of sadness.
She knew she would never get to see the baby
she had nurtured in her womb for nine months.
Neither her husband nor his family would allow
her to keep the baby. After all, she had already
given birth to two daughters and there was no
way they would accept the third one. 

Sunita had been allowed to retain this preg-
nancy only on the condition that the baby would
be given away immediately after its birth. This
diktat had been given soon after a sex determi-
nation test, conducted against her will, had
revealed that Sunita was carrying a girl child. 

Meanwhile, in a distant place, a young cou-
ple was waiting impatiently for the news that
Sunita had gone into labour and the baby was
about to come into this world. They had been
waiting for the past seven months since they had
been told that Sunita had agreed to give her baby
to them. Having tried unsuccessfully for sever-
al years to have a biological child, the couple saw
this as an opportunity to bring joy into their lives
without having to go through the long and ardu-
ous adoption process. 

So, neither the fact that the baby was a girl
nor the knowledge that they would be circum-
venting rules by whisking her away secretly, mat-
tered to them. They only wanted to bring home
the baby.

In these circumstances, baby Laxmi was
lucky she got loving adoptive parents who did
not care that she was a girl. If they had not been
found, there was every chance that Laxmi would
have become one of the 46 million women miss-
ing in India between 2013 and 2017 either due
to pre-natal sex selection or due to postnatal
mortality. About 4,60,000 girls go “missing” at
birth each year in India, according to the UNFPA
State of World Population 2020 report released
today. The report, Against my will: Defying the
practices that harm women and girls and under-
mine equality, highlights how harmful practices
deny women and girls their rights and entitle-
ments. It further states that such harmful prac-
tices were at a risk of getting exacerbated due to
the economic disruptions arising from the
COVID-19 pandemic. Girls go missing not just
in India. The preference for sons is entrenched
all over the world. Globally, there were 1.2 mil-
lion missing girl child births every year, states
the report. What is alarming is that the number
of missing women has more than doubled over
the last 50 years. Sadly, it is the two Asian super-
powers — China (50 per cent) and India (40 per
cent) — who together account for about 90 per
cent of the estimated 1.2 million missing girl
child births annually worldwide due to gender-
biased (prenatal) sex selection. 

Current statistics show that at present there
are over 142 million women missing globally. A
country’s data on sex ratio at birth helps to mea-
sure the extent of gender-biased sex selection.
In most parts of the world, the “natural” or nor-
mal sex ratio at birth is between 105/106 male
births for every 100 female births. This means
there should be between 943 to 952 girls per
1,000 male births in India. Any decrease in this
natural sex ratio at birth indicates gender-biased

sex selection. The UNFPA estimates
that this gender-biased (pre-natal) sex
selection accounts for about  two out
of three of the total missing girls in
India and post-birth girl child mortal-
ity accounts for about one in three miss-
ing girls. Equal cause of worry is the fact
that India has the highest rate of excess
girl child deaths, 13.5 per 1,000 births.
This suggests that an estimated one in
nine deaths of girls below the age of five
is probably due to postnatal sex selec-
tion.

Till 2018, Sunita’s State, Haryana,
had a sex ratio at birth (SRB) below 900.
Last year, it showed an increase, cross-
ing the 900 barrier for the first time.
The State announced that its SRB had
gone up to 923 girls for 1,000 boys. But
Bhiwani, the district in Haryana where
Sunita resides, still hasn’t caught up with
the rest of the State. 

In 2019, its SRB was 894 girls to
1,000 boys. Ironically, Bhiwani is
known to be a seat of spiritual learn-
ing. Located 128 kilometres west of
New Delhi, it is also at the centre of
regional politics, being the hometown
of three former Haryana chief minis-
ters. Yet, gender equality remains an
elusive dream. 

Eight States guilty of having a sex
ratio at birth below 900 include Punjab,
Maharashtra, Uttar Pradesh, Rajasthan,
Gujarat, Bihar, Delhi and Uttarakhand.
The sex ratio at birth, in the 2016-18
period, was 899 girls for every 1,000
boys born according to the 2018
Sample Registration System (SRS)
Statistical Report. But for families like
Sunita’s that had two daughters, the sex
ratio at birth dropped even further to
708 girls for every 1,000 boys born,
points out the report.

Despite a plethora of Government
programmes like “Beti Bachao, Beti

Padhao” to address the decline in child
sex ratio and improving the social value
of girls, gender inequality and son pref-
erence remain the main drivers of gen-
der-biased sex selection. The balance
has further tilted against girls with the
continuing misuse of technology. Laws
like the Preconception and Prenatal
Diagnostic Techniques Act (PCPND-
TA) meant to prevent sex determina-
tion have had limited success. Offenders
take advantage of technicalities to
escape penal action. The best known
face against the misuse of technology
and the ugly face of gender-biased sex
selection prevalent even among the
urban educated families was Dr Mitu
Khurana.

The first woman in the country to
file a complaint on sex determination
under the PCPNDTA, Khurana fought
for over 11 years against the doctors
who allegedly conducted an ultra-
sound to illegally determine the sex of
her twin daughters, apparently in col-
lusion with her husband and in-laws.
Unfortunately, her complaint was dis-
missed by the Supreme Court in 2017
on the basis of technicalities. 

Although this was a big blow,
Khurana did not give up and contin-
ued to raise her voice against gender
injustice. Her death in March this year
has ended her personal battle but not
silenced her voice, say her friends and
supporters. They have created a web-
site on her behalf, chronicling articles
written on her fight to save her twin
daughters. 

The site also encourages dialogue
and discussion on ways to sustain the
fight against gender-biased sex selection
and gender inequality. They want to
amplify Khurana’s assertion that unless
there was accountability at all levels,
girls would continue to die due to gen-

der-biased sex selection and no one
would care because the value of boys
was far greater than theirs. 

It is an established fact that where
there are many more men than women
of marriageable age, women are more
vulnerable to sexual and gender-based
violence. This was seen in many Indian
States like Haryana where several vil-
lages, which had zero population of
girls, resorted to buying girls from other
States for their marriageable sons. The
girl was usually from a poor family and
whose parents were happy to marry
their daughter off without having to pay
dowry. What they didn’t realise was that
they were pushing their daughter into
an unending cycle of sexual violence,
since one bride was expected to pan-
der to the sexual needs of all the males
in the family. 

India was among 179 governments
that committed to “eliminate all forms
of discrimination against the girl child
and the root causes of son preference,
which result in harmful and unethical
practices regarding female infanticide
and prenatal sex selection” at the 1994
International Conference on Population
and Development  (ICPD). It reiterat-
ed its commitment at the 2019 Nairobi
Summit held to look back at the 25
years of ICPD and look forward to
accelerating accountability. 

India has also endorsed Sustainable
Development Goal five for gender
equality. However, harmful practices
and human rights violations persist.
Clearly, rooting out deeply-entrenched
beliefs and customs needs more than
just laws. Their strict and sincere
implementation along with prosecution
and punishment can help. More impor-
tant is fostering respect for women and
girls by giving them an equal status. 

(The writer is a senior journalist)
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Historically, high urbanisation
has been one of the major dri-
vers of economic growth. As

cities grow and offer new opportuni-
ties, they become attractive to the rural
population. In turn, this inflow of
workers helps sustain urban econom-
ic growth. However, the COVID-19
has brought cities to a standstill and one
of the crisis’ most visible effects — the
shift from an office-based system to
work from home (WFH) arrangements
— is likely to have spillover effects on
many sectors of the urban economy.
With many firms planning long-term
strategies for WFH and reducing office

space, remote working is here to stay.
For example, Infosys recently
announced permanent WFH for 33
per cent of its employees.

Though adapting to this new nor-
mal may be initially difficult, white-col-
lar workers stand to benefit from low
travel costs and the stress associated
with travelling in a congested and pol-
luted environment.

However, the effect of this shift to
a WFH culture on informal workers,
who largely depend on formal sector
demand, has not received much atten-
tion. In India, 80 to 90 per cent of the
workers are employed in the informal
or semi-informal sector. For many who
work in the cities, livelihoods are
heavily dependent on demand from an
office-based working system. So, it is
clear that workers who are going to be
badly hit include cycle rickshaw pullers,
autorickshaw and taxi drivers, and
street vendors who sell food and other
commodities outside offices and Metro
stations. Additionally, with the lower
in-person presence of professionals in

the workplace, offices will also require
fewer personnel for housekeeping and
administrative services. Thus, remote
working has created long-term uncer-
tainty for the informal workers.

More than 10 million street ven-
dors in India are likely to be impact-
ed. A common sight in most cities used
to be vendors selling a wide cornucopia
of products outside Metro stations and
large office spaces. A significant share
of this workforce also relied on street-
food vendors for their meals. However,
the fear of COVID-19 exposure and
normalisation of WFH has led many
people to switch to the more contact-
less online ordering and the livelihoods
of street vendors are now in question.
Many have already chosen to go back
to their villages or are at the mercy of
donations and Government aid to
make ends meet.

In order to provide relief to these
vendors, the Government recently
announced its scheme for the provision
of loans. However, many vendors have
not been able to avail of this benefit due

to the requirements of the associated
paperwork and registration process.
Additionally, many vendors are not
willing to take the loan scheme as it will
only put an extra burden of repayment
on them in a no-business scenario.
Hence, apart from additional reforms
to safeguard the livelihoods of street
vendors, there is a need to build back
consumer confidence to shop from
vendors. If demand continues to stay
low, the State Governments will need
to rethink how alternate livelihoods
and support programmes could be pro-
vided for these vendors.

The earnings of taxi, autorickshaw
drivers and other informal mobility ser-
vice providers have also taken a hit,
even after easing up of lockdowns. The
revenues of Ola and Uber driver part-
ners have fallen significantly, and
about 2,000 drivers have been removed
by these platforms till date. Those still
in business are struggling to stay
afloat; many claim that their earnings
are down by up to 80 per cent.

This situation is likely to persist, as

a large volume of demand for these ser-
vices came from work trips. Much
before the lockdowns, cab driver earn-
ings had already fallen due to changes
in incentive schemes. Whereas a dri-
ver could earn over �50,000 in the ini-
tial years of cab aggregation, their earn-
ings have fallen to around �20,000 in
recent years. Most are struggling to
afford basics and pay rent, and the sit-
uation is even worse for those who had
purchased vehicles on EMIs.

The informal mobility services
providers such as rickshaw, autorick-
shaw and Grameen Sewa drivers are
also struggling due to lack of demand.
Social distancing measures have neces-
sitated business at reduced capacity,
making the trips unaffordable for
shared mobility services like Grameen
Sewa and shared autos. These services
were also used heavily as a last and first-
mile option, and this demand is also
likely to remain low with Metro ser-
vices shut and public transport limit-
ed. Some State Governments had pro-
vided monetary help to all these oper-

ators when the lockdown had begun.
But this could not be availed by many
due to lack of paperwork. Now with the
lack of demand likely to sustain due to
WFH being mainstreamed and
reduced leisure trips, these workers are
still in need of major assistance. Since
a large percentage of them also own
vehicles, shifting to alternate livelihoods
will also be difficult.  

If remote working is to become a
sustainable strategy, there is a need to
understand and plan for the effects of
this on the whole urban ecosystem.
While WFH may benefit companies
and foster some environmental bene-
fits, it will also negatively affect other
parts of the system. The most affect-
ed are from lower-income groups and
those not covered by most
Government safety nets. There is also
likely to be very little scope to shift to
alternate livelihoods with the expect-
ed economic contraction. Many peo-
ple had already invested in physical
capital which will now no longer be
able to generate the expected income,

leaving them burdened with unpayable
debts. In addition to providing further
loans, the Government must consid-
er how to provide immediate relief to
these sections of society. Immediate
relief can be provided in terms of waiv-
ing penalties and permits such as chal-
lans for transport service providers.
Many vendors also face undue evic-
tions and are forced to bribe officials;
theft of property or goods is another
threat that their community faces.
Hence, the regulatory systems need to
be strengthened to safeguard vendors
from such incidents.

The Centre needs to expand the
unemployment claims programme to
include the informal sector workers.
They should be able to avail benefits
for a certain number of days in a year,
in case their businesses become unsus-
tainable. If we can’t provide sustainable
livelihoods to them, then the actual cost
of the pandemic will be much higher.

(Mookherjee and Jain are Research
Associates, Centre for Sustainable
Mobility, TERI)
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For months, experts have
warned of a potential night-

mare scenario: After over-
whelming health systems in
some of the world’s wealthiest
regions, the coronavirus gains
a foothold in poor or war-torn
countries ill-equipped to con-
tain it and sweeps through the
population.

Now some of those fears
are being realised.

In southern Yemen, health
workers are leaving their posts
en masse because of a lack of
protective equipment, and

some hospitals are turning
away patients struggling to
breathe. 

In Sudan’s war-ravaged
Darfur region, where there is
little testing capacity, a myste-
rious illness resembling
COVID-19 is spreading
through camps for the inter-
nally displaced.

Cases are soaring in India
and Pakistan, together home to
more than 1.5 billion people
and where authorities say
nationwide lockdowns are no
longer an option because of
high poverty.In Latin America,
Brazil has a confirmed caseload

and death count 2nd only to
the US, and its leader is unwill-
ing to take steps to stem the
spread of the virus. 

Alarming escalations are
unfolding in Peru, Chile,
Ecuador and Panama, even
after they imposed early lock-
downs.

The first reports of disar-
ray are also emerging from hos-
pitals in South Africa, which
has its continent’s most devel-
oped economy. Sick patients
are lying on beds in corridors
as one hospital runs out of
space. 

At another, an emergency

morgue was needed to hold
more than 700 bodies.

“We are reaping the whirl-
wind now,” said Francois
Venter, a South African health
expert at the University of
Witswatersrand in
Johannesburg.Worldwide,
there are 10.1 million con-
firmed cases and over 501,000
reported deaths, according to a
tally by Johns Hopkins
University of Government
reports.Experts say both those
numbers are serious under-
counts of the true toll of the
pandemic, due to limited test-
ing and missed mild cases.

South Africa has more
than a third of Africa’s con-
firmed cases of COVID-19
with 138,000 as of Monday. 

It’s ahead of other African
countries in the pandemic
timeline and approaching its
peak.

So far its facilities have
managed to cope, but if they
become overwhelmed, it will be
a grim forewarning because
South Africa’s health system is
reputed to be the continent’s
best.

Most poor countries took
action early on. Some, like
Uganda, which 

already had a sophisticat-
ed detection system built up
during its yearslong battle with
viral hemorrhagic fever, have
thus far been arguably more
successful than the U.S. And
other wealthy countries in bat-
tling coronavirus.

But since the beginning of
the pandemic, poor and con-
flict-ravaged countries have
been at a major disadvantage,
and they remain so.

The global scramble for
protective equipment sent
prices soaring.

Testing kits have also been
hard to come by. Tracking and

quarantining patients requires
large numbers of health work-
ers. "It's all a domino effect,"
said Kate White, head of emer-
gencies for Doctors Without
Borders. 

"Whenever you have
countries that are economical-
ly not as well off as others, then
they will be adversely affected."
Global health experts say test-
ing is key, but months into the
pandemic, few developing
countries can keep carrying out
the tens of thousands of tests
every week needed to detect
and contain outbreaks.
"The majority of the places that

we work in are not able to have
that level of testing capacity,
and that's the level that you
need to be able to get things
really under control," White
said. South Africa leads
Africa in testing, but an initially
promising 

program has now been
overrun in Cape Town, which
alone has more reported cases
than any other African coun-
try except Egypt. Critical short-
ages of kits have forced city offi-
cials to abandon testing for
anyone under 55 unless they
have a serious health condition
or are in a hospital. 
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Pakistan’s Supreme Court on
Monday rejected a plea to

stay a high court verdict that
overturned the conviction of al-
Qaeda leader Ahmed Omar
Saeed Sheikh in the kidnapping
and murder of Daniel Pearl in
2002.

Pearl, the 38-year-old
South Asia bureau chief for The
Wall Street Journal, was
abducted and beheaded while
he was in Pakistan investigat-
ing a story in 2002 on the
alleged links between the coun-
try’s powerful spy agency ISI
and al-Qaeda.

On April 2, a two-judge
Sindh High Court bench over-
turned the death sentence of
British-born 46-year-old al-
Qaeda leader, who was con-
victed in the abduction and
murder of Pearl in 2002. The
court also acquitted his three
aides serving life sentences in
the case.

The Sindh Government
and parents of Pearl challenged
the high court verdict in the
Supreme Court, where a three-
member bench led by Justice
Mushir Alam heard the case on
Monday.

The Sindh Government
lawyer, Farooq Naek, urged
the top court to issue a stay
order but the judges refused to
grant the stay in the case.

They also observed that the
court cannot accept the plea
unless some glaring discrep-

ancy was cited in the decision
of the high court.

Justice Alam asked as to
how the apex court could sus-
pend the SHC’s judgment per-
taining to the acquittal of three
accused persons without solid
reasons.

Naek told the court that
unless the stay was given, the
Government would be forced
to release the accused who
were held for three months
under the Maintenance of
Public Order regulation.

Two days after the Sindh
High Court overturned
Sheikh’s conviction on April 2,
the Sindh Government invoked
the Maintenance of Public
Order to keep the convicts in
jail. Their imprisonment would
end on July 2.

He told the court the men
acquitted by the high court
were dangerous terrorists and
would cause problems. 

The court observed that
the provincial government was
empowered to extend their
detention or even change laws
regarding keeping them in cus-
tody.

Later, the court adjourned
the case and announced that
the next hearing would be held
in September.

Early this month, the apex
court refused to suspend the
Sindh High 

Court judgment.
The US had criticised the

Pakistani court for overturning
the death sentence of the al-

Qaeda leader, terming the ver-
dict an "affront" to the victims
of terrorism everywhere.

US Secretary of State Mike
Pompeo has mounted pressure
on Pakistan by demanding jus-
tice for Pearl.

"The United States will not
forget Daniel Pearl," Pompeo
said in a tweet in early April.
"We continue to honour his
legacy as a courageous jour-
nalist and demand justice for
his brutal murder," he said. Last
month, the US prodded
Pakistan by seeking justice for
Pearl.

"On the eve of World
Press Freedom Day, we honour
the legacy of journalist Daniel
Pearl. We appreciate the Govt
of Pakistan's 4/22 appeal to
reinstate guilty verdicts against
Daniel's murderers, now but-
tressed by the filing of the Pearl
family's appeal before the
Supreme Court," State for
South and Central Asian
Affairs Alice Wells tweeted on
May 3.

Pearl's murder took place
three years after Sheikh, along
with Jaish-e-Mohammad
chief Masood Azhar and
Mushtaq Ahmed Zargar, was
released by India in 1999 and
given safe passage to
Afghanistan in exchange for
the nearly 150 passengers of
hijacked Indian Airlines
Flight 814. He was serving
prison term in India for kid-
nappings of Western tourists
in the country. 
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Acar bombing and mortar
shells fired at a busy mar-

ket in southern Afghanistan’s
Helmand province on Monday
killed 23 people, including
children, a statement form a
provincial governor’s office
said.  Both the Taliban and the
Afghan military blame each
other for the attack in Sangin
district. 

Details of the reported
attack could not be indepen-
dently confirmed as the area,
which is under Taliban control,
is remote and inaccessible to
reporters.

The statement from the
office of the governor, General
Mohammad Yasin, did not
provide further details and
there was no claim of respon-
sibility for the attack.

A Taliban spokesman, Qari
Yusouf Ahmadi, denied the
insurgents were involved in the
bombing.

The Taliban claimed the
military fired mortars into the
market while the military said
a car bomb and mortar shells
fired by the insurgents target-
ed the civilians.

The army also said there
was no military activity in the
area on Monday and that two
Taliban fighters were also killed
when the car bomb detonated

at the marketplace. 
Livestock that the locals

were selling on the market,
sheep and goats, were also
killed.A statement from the
presidential palace said Afghan
President Ashraf Ghani strong-
ly condemned the "brutal and
inhumane act," and stressed
that targeting civilians, espe-
cially children and adults, is
against Islamic and human
values. "The government of
the Islamic Republic of
Afghanistan once again calls on
the Taliban to refrain from war
and violence and to accept the
will of the Afghan people,
which is the end of the war and
the start of negotiations,"
Ghani's statement said.

The United Nations in
recent reports and statements
has asked both sides in the con-
flict to be more careful of civil-
ian casualties, saying they are
on the increase.Still, violence
has continued unabated in
Afghanistan, even though talks
between the Taliban and Kabul
representatives could start as
early next month in July in
Doha, Qatar, where the Taliban
maintain a political office.

One of the obstacles to the
start of the negotiations has
been the exchange of prisoners,
envisaged under a deal the
Taliban signed with the United
States at the end of February. 
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China said on Monday that
it would retaliate against

US moves to punish officials
tied to political crackdowns in
Hong Kong by imposing visa
restrictions on Americans it
considers to have “performed
badly” on matters regarding the
semi-autonomous Chinese ter-
ritory.

Foreign Ministry
spokesman Zhao Lijian gave no
details in making the
announcement at a daily brief-
ing. It wasn’t clear if the mea-
sure targeted only US
Government officials or those
in the private sector as well.

It comes as China’s legis-
latue is expected to pass a
national security law for Hong
Kong on Tuesday that critics
say will severely limit opposi-
tion politics and freedom of
speech in the city.

The US says it will respond
by ending favourable trading
terms granted to the former
British colony after it passed to
Chinese control in 1997. 

The Senate on
Thursday unanimously

approved a bill to impose sanc-
tions on businesses and indi-
viduals - including the police -
that undermine Hong Kong’s
autonomy or restrict freedoms
promised to the city’s resi-
dents. Zhao reiterated China’s
insistence that the law was
“purely an internal affair of
China, and no foreign country
has the right to interfere.” 

“The US side’s attempt to
obstruct China from promot-
ing Hong Kong’s national secu-
rity legislation through the so-
called sanctions will never suc-
ceed,” Zhao said. “In response
to the above-mentioned wrong
behavior of the US side, China
has decided to impose visa
restrictions on US personnel
who perform badly on Hong
Kong related issues.” 
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President Donald Trump has
denied he was made aware

of US intelligence officials’
conclusions Russia secretly
offered bounties to Taliban-
linked militants for killing
American troops in
Afghanistan. 

The Trump administra-
tion was set to brief select
members of Congress on the
matter Monday.

The intelligence assess-
ments came amid Trump’s push
to withdraw the US from
Afghanistan and suggested
Russia was making overtures to
militants as the US and the
Taliban held talks to end the
long-running war. 

The assessment was first
reported by The New York
Times and then confirmed to
The Associated Press by
American intelligence officials
and two others with knowledge
of the matter.

There were conflicting
reports about whether Trump
was aware of Russia’s actions. 

The intelligence officials
told the AP the president was
briefed on the matter earlier
this year; Trump denied that,
tweeting Sunday neither he
nor Vice President Mike Pence
had been briefed. Trump tweet-
ed Sunday night he was just
told intelligence officials didn’t
report the information to him
because they didn’t find it
credible.

The intelligence officials
and others with knowledge of
the matter insisted on

anonymity to discuss the high-
ly sensitive matter.

The White House
National Security Council
wouldn’t confirm the assess-
ments but said the US receives
thousands of intelligence
reports daily that are subject to
strict scrutiny.

Sen. Lindsey Graham, R-
S.C., who golfed with Trump
on Sunday, tweeted a day
earl ier  it’s  “Imperative
Congress get to the bottom of
recent media reports that
Russian GRU units  in
Afghanistan have offered to
pay the Tal iban to ki l l
American soldiers with the
goal of pushing America out
of the region.” GRU is a
reference to the Russian mil-
itary intelligence agency.

Rep. Liz Cheney of
Wyoming, the No. 3
Republican in the House, called
for the White House to share
more information with
Congress, saying, if true, law-
makers need to know “Who
did know and when?” and,
referring to Russian leader
Vladimir Putin, “What has
been done in response to pro-
tect our forces & hold Putin
accountable?” 

Democratic presumptive
presidential nominee Joe Biden
said reports Trump was aware
of the Russian bounties would
be a “truly shocking revelation”
about the commander in chief
and his failure to protect US
troops in Afghanistan and
stand up to Russia. R u s s i a
called the report “non-
sense.”"This unsophisticated

plant clearly illustrates the low
intellectual abilities of the pro-
pagandists of American intel-
ligence, who instead of invent-
ing something more plausible
have to make up this non-
sense," the Russian Foreign
Ministry said.

The Kremlin on Monday
echoed that sentiment and
called the report "a lie."
Kremlin spokesman Dmitry
Peskov said he regretted "the
biggest, respectful and high-
class international media orga-
nizations have not been above
publishing absolute hoaxes in
recent years." 

A Taliban spokesman said
the militants "strongly reject
this allegation" and aren't
"indebted to the beneficence of
any intelligence organ or for-
eign country." J o h n
Bolton, a former national secu-
rity adviser who was forced out
by Trump last September and
has written a tell-all book about
his time at the White House,
said Sunday "it is pretty
remarkable the president's
going out of his way to say he
hasn't heard anything about it.

One asks, why would he do
something like that?" Bolton
told NBC's "Meet the Press" he
thinks the answer "may be
precisely because active Russian
aggression like that against the
American service members is
a very, very serious matter and
nothing's been done about it, if
it's true, for these past four or
five months, so it may look like
he was negligent. But, of course,
he can disown everything if
nobody ever told him about it." 
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At least 32 people were
drowned and many were

missing on Monday when a
ferry carrying over 100 pas-
sengers capsized in Buriganga
river after it was hit by a big-
ger vessel in the Bangladeshi
capital here, officials said.

“It appeared to be an acci-
dent caused by the negligence
of the drivers,” an official of the
Bangladesh Inland Water
Transport Authority (BIWTA)
told reporters.

Rescuers feared several
passengers were trapped inside
the ferry, which sank at around
9:30 am with nearly 100 pas-
sengers on board in the
Buriganga river along the
Shyambazar area of Old
Dhaka.

“Thirty two bodies have
been retrieved so far. Search is
on for the missing ones,” the
BIWTA official said. Most of
the dead bodies have been
identified and handed over to
their families. 

The ferry 'Morning Bird',
which was coming to Dhaka
from Munshiganj, capsized in
the river after it was hit by a
bigger vessel 'Moyur-2' near the
Sadarghat launch terminal. 

According to police,
Moyur-2 was rushing towards
a terminal to pick up passen-
gers to be ferried to central
Chandpur district, while the
Morning Bird lowered its speed
as passengers on board were
preparing to disembark. 

Following the accident, the
master and other staff of
Moyur-2, which was carrying
some 1,000 passengers, imme-
diately left the scene and went
into hiding, police said.

"We have launched a man-
hunt for the master in partic-
ular," a police official said.

The Morning Bird ferries
people between Dhaka and
Munshiganj on the outskirts of

the capital with most of its reg-
ular passengers being ordi-
nary traders and employees of
different government and pri-
vate offices.

Officials, meanwhile,
found a CCTV footage which
shows a fast moving Moyur-2
hitting the dilapidated
Morning Bird from behind
and capsizing it in less than a
minute.

"What it appears initially
from the CCTV footage, it
could be a staged event...A
planned massacre," junior min-
ister for shipping Khalid
Mahmud Chowdhury told
reporters.

He said an investigation
has been ordered into the inci-
dent and if the probe finds it as
a deliberate accident, punitive
action will be taken against the
culprits for planned murders.
Navy and coast guard divers
joined the fire service rescuers,
while a BIWTA salvage ship
was deployed to retrieve the
sunken Morning Bird. 

���� �>��>�

ABritish judge said Monday
that WikiLeaks founder

Julian Assange must attend his
next court hearing unless he

can provide medical evidence
to support his absence.

Lawyers for Assange said
he could not attend the latest
hearing on his US extradition
case by video link from prison

for medical reasons.District
Judge Vanessa Baraitser set
another hearing date of July 27
and said Assange must appear
“unless there is medical evi-
dence” to explain his non-
attendance.

The 48-year-old
Australian has been indicted
in the US on 18 charges over
the publication of classified
documents. Prosecutors say he
conspired with US army intel-
ligence analyst Chelsea
Manning to crack a password,
hack into a Pentagon com-
puter and release secret
diplomatic cables and military
files on the wars in Iraq and
Afghanistan.

Last week the US Justice
Department added a new,
superseding, indictment that

alleges Assange conspired with
members of hacking organiza-
tions and sought to recruit
hackers to provide WikiLeaks
with classified information. 

The indictment does not
add any new charges, but
broadens the allegations against
Assange.

Assange was arrested last
year after being evicted from
the Ecuadorian Embassy in
London, where he had sought
refuge to avoid being sent to
Sweden over allegations of rape
and sexual assault.

Assange was arrested last
year after being evicted from
the Ecuadorian Embassy in
London, where he had sought
refuge to avoid being sent to
Sweden over allegations of rape
and sexual assault.
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Jaipur: During the last three
months of varying degrees of
restrictions on movement and
economic activity, one of the
biggest challenges faced by the
State Government - apart from
the public health challenge
posed by COVID-19 - has
been to ensure food security for
state’s population - millions of
whom have had their incomes
wiped out or drastically
reduced leading to a curtailed
ability to afford food.

FCI has to provide ade-
quate quantity of food grains all
over the State under the NFSA
and PMGKAY so that there is
no shortage of food in any cor-
ner of the Rajasthan. The FCI
has fulfilled its responsibility
with dedication. So far, 07.136
lakh metric tonnes of Wheat
[under PMGKAY and the
Atmanirbhar Bharat package]
have been issued to the State.
About one thousand employees
and workers of FCI have been
engaged in this effort which
ensured that food grains
reached to the beneficiaries.

New Delhi: During the lock-
down, Metro Railway has taken
up extensive maintenance
works of Rolling Stock, various
different passenger amenity
items and safety items.
Accordingly, maintenance
works of CCTV cameras
installed at 24 North- South
Metro stations have also been
done in this period. 

Special emphasis has been
given to lens cleaning work of
these cameras as well as testing
their efficiency. These mainte-
nance works will help Metro
Authorities to ensure enhanced
passenger safety at Metro

premises once Metro services
resume.

New Delhi:
Dinesh Bhagat ,
has taken
charge as
A d d i t i o n a l
Zonal Manager,
Northern Zone
comprising of
Delhi, Haryana, Himachal
Pradesh, Jammu & Kashmir,
Leh, Punjab, Rajasthan and
Union Territory of Chandigarh.
Prior to this, he was holding the
position of Zonal Manager
(Incharge) of Eastern Zone,
Kolkata comprising of the state
of West Bengal, Assam, Sikkim,
Meghalaya, Tripura, Mizoram,
Manipur , Nagaland,
Arunachal Pradesh and Union
territory Andaman & Nikobar. 

Mr. Dinesh Bhagat joined
LIC in 1985 as a Direct Recruit
Officer of the 14th Batch. He is
an Honors Graduate in the field
of Finance/Commerce from
the University of Delhi. 

During his illustrious stint
in LIC, he has extensively con-
tributed in the area of
Marketing for almost 26 Years.
Being a self motivated and
result oriented marketing pro-
fessional he has largely con-
tributed in key areas of
Marketing, Pension & Group
Schemes, Personnel and has a
comprehensive knowledge of
Marketing and Human
Resource Development.

New Delhi: Naveen
Gulati (IRSEE, 1986)
has taken over as the
new Additional General
Manager (AGM) of
Northern Railway (NR).
He succeeds Ms.
Archana Joshi (IRTS)
who has been trans-
ferred to Railway Board.

Naveen Gulati, B.Tech
(Electrical) is a Gold Medalist
from IIT BHU. He has exten-
sive experience in designing
and production of railway
coaches. He was associated

with the project for
redevelopment of
New Delhi Railway
Station as World
Class facility. While
posted at CRIS
(Centre for Railway
I n f o r m a t i o n
Systems), he was

instrumental in setting-up the
Data Centre. An IT enthusiast,
he has contributed to creation
of several IT applications for
Indian Railways. Prior to join-
ing as AGM NR he has worked
as DRM Chennai.
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The Indian stock market
declined on Monday,

although the indices trimmed
major losses by the end of the
day’s trade.

At the end of the session,
BSE Sensex was down 209
points and had to settle below
the psychological mark of
35,000 points. Earlier in the
day, it lost as much as 509
points to touch an intra-day
low of 34,662.06.

The fall was in line with the
Asian markets, where 
investor sentiments weakened
amid the resurgence in new
Covid-19 cases.

Rahul Sharma, Market
Strategist, Equity99 Advisors,
said: “Selling pressure in metal,
technology, auto and banking
stocks dragged the 
markets down today. Traders
refrained from building new
positions on weak clues in
other Asian markets.”

He added that the rising
number of Covid-19 casualties
worldwide is hurting investor
sentiments globally and no
clarity of vaccine has also cre-

ated nervousness in the 
markets.

Sensex closed at 34,961.52,
lower by 209.75 points or 0.60
per cent from the previous
close of 35,171.27.

It had opened at 34,926.95
and recorded an intra-day high
of 35,032.36 points.

The Nifty50 on the
National Stock Exchange
closed at 10,312.40, lower by
70.60 points or 0.68 per cent
from its previous close.

The top gainers on the
Sensex were HDFC Bank (up
1.97 per cent), Hindustan
Unilever (up 1.30 per cent) and
Kotak Mahindra Bank (up 1.27
per cent). On the other hand,
the major losers were Axis
Bank (down 4.78 per cent),
Tech Mahindra (down 3.47
per cent) and State Bank of
India (down 2.87 per cent).
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Automobile industry bodies
SIAM and ACMA on

Monday expressed concern
over import consignments
from China being subjected to
manual inspection, saying that
inordinate delays in clearance
at ports could lead to disrup-
tion in vehicle manufacturing
across the country.

The industry bodies said
such act is best avoided as the
sector is limping back towards
growth.

The auto sector has been
trying to recover from the set-
backs of a prolonged slowdown
last year and the impact of
coronavirus pandemic induced
lockdown.

“Inordinate delays in clear-
ance due to congestions at
port could eventually impact
manufacturing of vehicles in
India,” Society of Indian
Automobile Manufacturers
(SIAM) President Rajan
Wadhera said in a statement.

He added, “The industry is
piecing itself together as growth
is limping back; any further dis-
ruption at this juncture is best
avoided.”

Earlier in the day auto
components makers body
ACMA had sought timely
clearance of imports from
China, saying that delay in
clearing such items could lead
to disruption in vehicle man-
ufacturing across the country.

According to the
Automotive Component
Manufacturers Association of
India (ACMA) import con-
signments from China were
being subjected to one-hun-
dred per cent manual inspec-
tion resulting in inordinate
delays in clearance.

“The automotive value
chain is a highly complex, inte-
grated and interdependent one;
non-availability of even a sin-
gle component can, in fact, lead
to stoppage of the vehicle man-
ufacturing lines,” ACMA
President Deepak Jain said.

Some of the items import-
ed from China are critical
components such as parts of
engines and electronics items
for which the domestic auto
component industry is yet to
develop competence, he added.

Post the lockdown, pro-
duction in the components
industry is gradually picking up
in tandem with growth in vehi-
cles sales, it is therefore in the
best interest of the industry and
the economy that any further
disruptions are best avoided,
Jain said.

He said the auto compo-
nent industry in India is com-
mitted to the ‘’Atma-nirbhar
vision’’ of Prime Minister
Narendra Modi.

The entire automotive
value chain in the country is
around USD 118 billion of
which import of auto compo-
nents is USD 4.75 billion, 4 per
cent of the total auto industry
turnover, Jain noted.

Amid heightened border
tensions with China, Indian
customs officials have started
physical inspection of 
all consignments coming from
the neighbouring country
based on intelligence inputs,
official sources had told PTI
last week.

Sources further said that
although physical inspection is
resulting in delayed clearance
of goods, in current situation
the customs officials 
would have to work in coordi-
nation with other intelligence
agencies.

Mumbai: The auto exports
plunged 73 per cent last month
to $230.3 million (about Rs
1,736 crore) as compared to the
year-ago period with ship-
ments to key markets like the
US and Mexico registering a
sharp decline owing to supply-
chain issues due to lockdown,
EEPC India said on Monday.

The exports of auto com-
ponents, too, suffered a major
setback during the month with
important markets including
the US, Mexico, Germany and
Japan reporting “de-growth in
the range of 34-68 per cent”, the
Engineering Exports
Promotion Council (EEPC)
India said in a release.

“COVID-19 public health

crisis has taken a massive toll
on exports of India’s automo-
biles in May 2020 with as
much annualised erosion as 98
per cent and 65 per cent in
shipments to key markets like
the US and Mexico, respec-
tively,” it said.

The exports to the US last
month in value terms stood at
a mere $1.37 million as against
$79.82 million in the same
month last year while ship-
ments to Mexico dropped to
$42.50 million from $122.98
million, the Council said.

“Supply chains broke down
due to mobility restrictions
and the wave of postpone-
ment of foreign orders in the
sector led to such a massive

drop in exports. Out of 33 engi-
neering panels, 28 panels
recorded negative growth in
exports during May this year
vis- à-vis May 2019,” EEPC
India chairman Ravi Sehgal
said.

In the April-May period of
the ongoing financial year, the
exports dropped by 83 per
cent to $281.1 million from
$1,632.7 million in the year-ago
period, it said.

The total export of auto
components and parts record-
ed 65.5 per cent decline at
$163.2 million during May
2020 from $473.6 million
exports in the same month last
year, it said. 

PTI

Mumbai: Nearly a fifth of the
45 lakh small businesses iden-
tified by the government to
benefit from a credit guarantee
scheme have low credit rank-
ings, and banks should priori-
tise the remaining 80 per cent
while extending loans under
the Rs 3 lakh crore package, a
study by Transunion Cibil said
on Monday.

The Guaranteed
Emergency Credit Line
(GECL) facility is applicable to
all MSME (micro, small and
medium enterprises) borrow-
ers with industry-wide aggre-
gate credit exposure of up to Rs
25 crore and industry-wide
delinquency less than or equal
to 60 days as of February 29,
2020.

The government is target-
ing to ensure that the MSME
sector gets fresh credit of over
Rs 3 lakh crore by October
2020 through the scheme as
against the Rs 2.8 lakh crore
achieved in 2019-20.

The Rs 3 lakh crore pack-
age is a significant part of the
Rs 20 lakh crore COVID-19
stimulus announced by the
government.

As per the government,
there are 45 lakh MSMEs in the
country who have been iden-
tified as eligible for the scheme.

The largest difficulty seems
to be in the category classified
as “medium”, with 38 per cent
of the companies marked out
as “sub-prime” borrowers,
while the lowest risk seems to

be with the “micro” segment
which has only 18 per cent of
the borrowers in the same seg-
ment, it said.

Eligible MSMEs can bor-
row up to 20 per cent of their
aggregate credit exposure. The
loans have four-year tenor with
the first 12 months of principal
covered under moratorium to
further assist MSMEs benefit-
ting from the scheme, a state-
ment from Transunion Cibil
said.

The credit information
company relied on its MSME
ranking solution and went into
results of it as of February 29
to identify the companies
which should be prioritised by
banks.

PTI
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The board of directors of
Tata Power will consider

raising funds through equity
shares, debt securities or other
instruments on July 2
(Thursday), the company said
in a regulatory filing on
Monday.

The board will look into
raising funds through “one or
more instruments including
equity shares, convertible secu-
rities of any description or
warrants or debtsecurities,
through preferential issue, pri-
vate placements, rights issue or
any other methods or combi-
nation thereof as may be per-
mitted under applicable laws,”
it said.
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Artist Maitreyi Nandi put up
collages/paintings on can-

vas that went beyond riveting.
One look was enough to know
her depth, density of thought
and ability to weave metaphors
and allegories that flit back and
forth through time’s tapestry. 

Her first painting — It
Does not Die, depicts a foetus
within a womb. The womb and
the detailings are sensitively
intricate and deeply inchoate in
terms of resonance and rever-
ie. Redefining the notion of
hybridisation, Maitreyi con-
flates the symbols of Eastern
and Western art historical tra-
ditions and political events to
explore the intersection of indi-
vidual experience and broader
manifestations of culture. This
collage is based on personal

experience and the trauma and
grief of losing her son. 
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It is her construction and
composition that endears, its
almost as if we are looking at an
image of the earth. She has con-
structed small and detailed
replicas of historic architecture
of nature’s intensities.  Maitreyi
emphasised the earth as a shel-
ter and space as a vessel for life.

Its almost an exploration
that unfolds like a series in
which various creatures and
characters emerge. She expands
upon this theme with magical
recreations. When we look
closely at her little vines and
creepers and forms that sur-
round the little baby, its almost

as if we are looking at fertile
basins from which culture
springs. In her second image,
Fleeting Feet again, we see an
iconic structure of two feet with
bangled thorns.

��		������		��
This one is fascinating.

She quotes Frida Kahlo: “Feet
what do I need you for when I
have wings to fly?” Maitreyi is
a voracious reader. You can’t
create such works of deep
thought and substance without
literary associations. She places
her feet on lush aqua flora:
planting them with a variety of
foliage, as well as a foreground
of scaly biological exotica; it’s
almost as if she reimagines
these seedbeds for a more
peaceful life, but in effect ren-
ders them inert. The branches
that ensue on top of the feet are
more about the earth’s soil and
what lies above the horizon. But
she draws our attention to the
anklets of thorns. Tied down by
despair and sorrow such a
Frida Kahlo moment.  

Maitreyi is like a mute
planter, her  symbols of sorrow
and deep grief grow into ruined
relics, as creeping vines cover

the façades of her canvas. Her
works continue to subvert tra-
ditional modes of thinking and
cultural stereotypes. She extols
the virtues of experience which
teaches that even if there are
scars, they give us sombre
reveries drowned in melancho-
lia. 

Sadness gives us time to
think; Maitreyi has an uncan-
ny ability to dissect cultural and
aesthetic creations on canvas
and create seemingly distinct
juxtapositions which unfold
into nuanced takes on history,
natural identity, and artistic
practice.

She tells us, “My earlier
works were soft, soothing and
happy, but things changed after
a life-altering event. At some
point we have all faced it.
Whether it be the death of a
loved one, a serious illness or
some experience that reminds
us of what really matters in life.
In the blink of an eye, every-
thing can change. Often, these
life experiences can teach us
valuable lessons, help us discov-
er inner strength, and help us
realise what is truly important
in our life...I lost my son in
2014. He was only 22 years old.

Being a single mother, life
has taught me a lot! I’ve learnt
that the only real thing in this
world is our consciousness.
Physical matter is all a holo-
graphic illusion... Life has
changed me this way and these
concepts reflects on my paint-
ings too…”

And once again Maitreyi
brings back the unforgettable
words of Frida Kahlo. “I never
painted dreams. I painted my
own reality.” For this, Maitreyi
from Gurugram is a rare artist
who transcends her real world
to enter into the meandering
islands of surrealism, conjoined
to Mother Earth. Her reality
consists of herself, her family
and those experiences that
designed her destiny, to influ-
ence her surrealism — agonised
poetry on canvas.

The lockdown and the growing
emphasis on hygiene have given a
new twist to the beauty industry,

simply because it has made people realise
that there are many essential items that can
be found in their kitchen, which can help
them deal with their grooming and looks.
Recently, many brands, which have lost out
on shelf sales and pickups by salons and
parlours, are therefore rolling out DIY kits
for replicating salon-like experiences at
home.

Given the realities of working from
home, following all the precautionary mea-
sures such as social distancing and manda-
tory wearing of the masks, the desire to
wear make-up and fragrances is declining.
As a result, along with the rise in DIY treat-
ments — which had increased even
before the pandemic hit — users are log-
ging online to buy grooming kits that
include products such as eyebrow shapers
and tweezers, face massagers and hair
trimmers. The next most sought after
products are those that work on your skin
routine. 

Whether you want to make your own
scrub or a home-made manicure at the
fraction of the cost of your usual one, there
are all sorts of kits in the market. Vibha
Khanna Rastogi, Director of Sawadhee
Traditional Thai Spa, shares the reason
why customised kits are the way for the
future, now more than ever. She says, “DIY
treatments are on the rise right now as a
lot of people are working from home and
have more time on their hand than usual
to experiment with ingredients easily
available. Earlier, they had the luxury of
stepping out of their homes to grab a pro-
fessional service. Now they don’t have that
liberty. Many beauty brands are also reg-
ularly sharing tips and tricks for easy DIY
methods, encouraging more people to
indulge in them.”

Dr Blossom Kochhar, founder and
chairperson of the Blossom Kochhar
Group of Companies, tells us that since the
lockdown started, she herself has been
teaching her clients to do DIY treatments
with kitchen ingredients as they are nat-
ural and can work wonders for the skin.

There will be more clamour for buying
DIY products online, notes Shahnaz
Husain, founder and chairperson and MD
of The Shahnaz Husain Group. She has
also been planning to launch her new
range of herbal sanitisers soon.

In view of the global health crisis,
debates and conversations around build-
ing immunity and inner wellness have
reached the zenith. “At-home experi-
ences like facials, face-masks (sheets), hair
colour are on the rise. Brands are doing
tutorials to create a salon-like feel at home
using the same products available at a salon
or a spa. It’s amazing to see people prefer-
ring lasting wellness over instant gratifi-
cation,” says cosmetologist Seema Nanda,
founder of Estetico — The Facial Bar.

Companies have suddenly redirected
their pitches to express that their products
are still relevant. Now, they have been tar-
geting consumers by promoting various
make-up routines on how to look your
best while attending virtual meetings
and video conferences. Also, they are pre-
senting “skincare” as a calming ritual that
offers a quick breather from the lockdown-
induced anxieties. Recently, L’Oreal India
shared that they were engaging with
users online to help them colour hair at

home. “It might be time to take eyebrow
grooming into your own hands,” reads a
line on an Instagram post of a makeup
brand, Revlon, telling consumers that they
can turn themselves into a pro. “You are
doing your part by staying in, so we at
Schwarzkopf want to help you feel like
your best self at home,” reads another cap-
tion on an Instagram post by the hair
colouring brand. They recently shared ten
foil methods to achieve the fully highlight-
ed effect in order to help address con-
sumers’ concerns of limiting time outside
of their homes. The ads and campaigns
play up products in tune with the times
such as skin, eye care and home hair-
colouring kits. These are largely played out
on social media instead of using television
as a media.

The beauty industry has been resilient
in the past but could this pandemic have
a different outcome? And also, will this
have a long term effect as people might
start getting comfortable with the DIYs
and avoid repetitive visits? Let’s find out
what experts have to say.  “We believe peo-
ple go to a luxury spa or salon, not just for
the treatment but for the experience at
large. DIY treatments have existed long
before the pandemic hit us but people were

still preferring to go out as it’s much more
relaxing and done by a professional. The
whole experience is very calming and reju-
venating and that cannot be substituted by
DIY treatments,” says Vibha.

Dr Kochhar and Seema add on that
DIYs are great. With the products that
brands are now offering, they can help you
in taking care of yourself but what a pro-
fessional service can do is way different.
“It involves proper techniques, machines
and the right kind of environment to give
the right effect. May be off for a few
months, people might not come for repet-
itive services but once they feel comfort-
able about the hygiene standards practised
at the salons, they would be interested to
visit,” says Seema.

“The current DIYs that are trending
are the use of seasonal fruits like papaya
and watermelon for face packs and scrubs.
Also, rice flour for scrub, honey and aloe
vera for moisturising, banana and glycer-
ine for hair nourishment are really pop-
ular when it comes to making packs at
home,” shares Dr Kochhar.

Singer Sona Mohapatra has a construc-
tive message on the ongoing discus-

sion on the music mafia.
In the midst of the raging discussion

around nepotism and music mafia in the
industry, Sona put out a candid video on
her social media which is heading to a
million views with a thumbs up from
viewers and musicians alike.

Known for her outspoken views,
Sona believes that the whole musical
eco-system needs to be re-hauled from
the ground up. The Indian music indus-
try is merely an extension of the film
industry and hence places too much
emphasis on film music and mirrors the
systemic problems of the film industry
too. This has created a chronic lack of
variety, quality and cultural influence,
while strangling the chances of forth-
coming talents. 

She believes that almost everyone in
the entertainment industry, seems to
have a ‘struggler’ mindset. They refuse
to feel secure enough to be able to look
out for others. This has led to a myopic,
short term view of the future of the
industry because that can only happen
by nurturing new, genuine talent of
tomorrow. 

The gatekeepers and tastemakers of
the industry would only benefit by
adopting more inclusive practices that
welcome diversity. The gender dispari-
ty itself is telling, there are not more than
eight odd songs in female voices for
every 100 released in the mainstream.
This, from the industry that spawned
titans like Lata Mangeshkar & Asha
Bhosle. While the world has progressed,
our industry has regressed in that sense.

Elaborating  her stance, she says,
“The fact that we don’t have a real music
industry in a country as big as India
should bother all of us. It’s a mere sub-
set of the film industry with a few inter-
connected families calling the shots.
There is more talent and love for music
for us to have built a thriving indepen-
dent industry. Music sells almost every-
thing in this country including election

campaigns, toothpaste, sporting events
and bid budget films but is sadly the
most undermined commodity in the
media landscape. Mainstream musicians
go through a miserable and humiliating
rejection and ragging process while
making a soundtrack. The creator of a
song doesn’t even have the right to cast
a singer and that itself is so disrespect-
ful to the process of creativity. It is the
reason why so many people are dubbed
for ‘scratches’. My belief is that ultimate-
ly, the song suffers. It is akin to it being
‘flogged’ in a sense.”

She adds that while it is critical to
have a discussion about music label
monopolies and the lopsided clique dri-
ven power structure in the film indus-
try, it is equally time for all of us to self
reflect. It is important that audience
aspire for world class standards in
entertainment which comes from being
more demanding of authenticity and
integrity from our entertainers.
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Brain tumour is the tenth leading cause of morbidity in India.
The incidence of this deadly disease is rising and different

kinds of tumours manifest at different age groups. As per the
Globocan 2018 report, issued by the International Association
of Cancer Registries (IARC) associated with the World Health
Organization (WHO), in India over 28,000  new case of brain
tumour were reported annually.  Around 24,000 patients lost their
lives battling this neurological ailment.

A brain tumour is a collection, or mass of abnormal cells in
the brain. These tumours can be cancerous (malignant) or non-
cancerous. When a benign or malignant tumour grows, they cause
immense pressure in the skull. This can lead to brain damage
and it can be life-threatening.

Symptoms and signs of brain tumour depend on the size and
location of the tumour. Some tumours can directly affect by invad-
ing the brain tissue while some cause pressure on the surround-
ing brain. Major symptoms of brain tumour include:

�Headaches (worsens in the morning).
�Vomiting
�Blurred vision or double vision
�A change in mental functioning

�Seizures
�Weakness of a limb 

or part of the face
�Difficulty in physical

movements
The risk factors of brain

tumour include:
Family history: As per a

recent study, only five to 10 per-
cent of cancers are genetically
inherited, or hereditary. It’s
rare that brain tumour can be
inherited but if you have fam-
ily history of the disease then
you should get health screen-
ings done at regular intervals.

Age: Though the frequen-
cy of this disease is likely to
affect people above the age of
55 years, but many such cases
have also been seen in children
in the age bracket of three years
to 15 years of age, irrespective
of the gender.

Exposure to radiations
and chemicals: People who
have been exposed to ionising

radiations and chemicals have an elevated risk of developing brain
tumour.

Endoscopic surgery can help 
Endoscopic brain tumour surgery is minimally invasive treat-

ment procedure that allows neurosurgeons to find and treat the
conditions that are deep within the brain or access them through
the nose.

During this surgical method, thin tubing that transmits the
video images of the brain is inserted through one or two small
incisions in the skull or through an opening in the body. This
tube like instrument is called an endoscope which contains a small
camera that allows the neurosurgeon to see the problem area of
the brain. The ultimate goal is to remove tumour without caus-
ing damage to healthy parts of the brain. 

Early treatment can prevent complications that can occur as
a tumour grows and puts pressure on the skull and brain tissue.
If experiencing any symptoms then one should consult the doc-
tor immediately. 

Endoscopic surgery is also commonly used by the surgeons
in case of treating pituitary gland tumors, skull base tumors or
those tumors that are deeply seated. 
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�	���	��The look of the
fruit itself is beckoning. Then
there is the taste — the sweet
juicy flesh on a not sumer day
is sure to cool the body. But
this is not all, the fruit packs a
punch when it comes to
vitamns and minerals
especially Vitamin C. 

The fruit has
antioxidantproperties
and plays a vital
role in forming
collagen.
Collagen acts as
the support
system for the
skin, promoting
wound healing and
enhancing skin
strength.

A cup of
diced peach provides 319 mg

of potassium; a cup of diced
peach also has 0.42 mg of
iron, which accounts for at
least 2.3per cent of an adult’s
daily iron requirement,
depending on age and sex.
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The entire nation has collective-
ly been battling the deadly
Coronavirus that has claimed

millions of lives globally. The pan-
demic has changed the course of our
everyday life and has demanded
attention towards revised hygiene
practices. As India grapples with the
pandemic, the threat of vector borne
diseases has also been emerging.
While it is difficult to navigate the
way forward, what can be said with-
out doubt is that there will have to
be comprehensive safety protocols in
place to ensure overall protection. 

The months beginning from
May to September are those that
witness a rise in mosquitoes.
According to the data provided by
the National Vector Borne Disease
Control Program (NVBDCP) all
over India, there have already been
29,340 cases of malaria reported
until the month of March, 2020. The
states with the highest number of
malaria cases are Chhattisgarh with
10,929 malaria cases, followed by
Orissa with 8,381 malaria cases,
Jharkhand and Uttar Pradesh have
2,037 and 1,959 cases respectively,
and lastly Maharashtra is at 1,533
cases of malaria. Although in the
past two decades, cases of malaria
have reduced, this year there has
been a clear acceleration in the
number of cases. Around this time
last year we had not more than two
malaria patients, however this year,
there have been close to 10 cases in
the span of just one month. 

With the monsoons just around
the corner, there is possibility of a
surge in mosquitoes owing to the
widespread availability of breeding
grounds. As the country has been
focusing on the pandemic, we need
to ensure that vector borne diseases

are not neglected in the bargain. As
fumigation practices had witnessed
a hindrance owing to the lockdown,
it is crucial to take precautionary
measures at an individual level and
use repellents like Goodknight,
HIT, etc., to avoid further spike in
cases. This is especially important
because even if the fumigation
practices resume, fumigation will
only eliminate the adult mosquitoes
and not the ones that are breeding
in stagnating waters.   

Children are more susceptible
for contacting vector borne diseases.
In accordance with the guidelines
stipulated, although children going
outdoors to play has reduced, we
cannot restrict them for too long.
When children start to go out to
play, we recommend that they wear
full sleeved clothes to reduce the
area of exposure for mosquito bites.
Secondly, children can be protect-
ed from mosquitoes with the use of
repellents that can be applied on
clothes that are made available by
reliable brands such as Goodknight
Fabric Roll-on and patches, as it is
better to have repellents applied on
clothes than on the skin. Apply these
on the back so that there is no direct
contact with the skin and there is no
threat of the child putting it in the
mouth.

To evade what could be yet
another wave of diseases, some
precautionary measures will have to
be observed at individual capacity.
It begins with the check of your sur-
roundings to see if water has been
stagnating anywhere. It is important
to regularise checks of water tanks
to ensure that our surroundings do
not become breeding grounds for
mosquitoes. To prevent this from
happening, get your water tanks

examined by professional authori-
ties to ensure that they are clean and
covered. With the unprecedented
lock-down upon us and the lack of
house help, people might forget

about cleaning their garages, bal-
conies or terraces where there is a
possibility of water stagnation. 

For an overall protection, it is
important to ensure that you are
protected from mosquitoes both
indoors as well as outdoors.
Contrary to popular belief, mosqui-
toes don’t only arrive during the
night. We are used to employing
repellents late in the evening or at
night however, malaria mosqui-
toes are active between the hours of
9 pm to 5 am whereas dengue mos-
quitoes peak biting periods are
early in the morning and in the
evening before dusk. This is why it
is important to ensure protection
throughout the day even while you
are indoors with mosquito repellent
formats such as liquid vaporisers,
coils and incense sticks. For those
who use incense sticks to repel mos-
quitoes, it is important to be aware
of which ones to use. The market
has spurious incense sticks that are
harmful for health and cause sever-
al problems because of their pesti-
cide laced formulations. It is impor-
tant to use branded products that are
legally approved so that you don't
harm yourself while repelling mos-
quitoes. If you are using liquid
vaporisers, it is important to use
effective ones that ensure eliminat-
ing mosquitoes from all corners of
the room.

It is crucial to understand that
while we focus on individual
hygiene measures such as washing
hands at regular intervals or wear-
ing masks to contain the spread of
the pandemic, we have to extend
these measures to our surroundings
as well so that we are protected
against vector borne diseases. 
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In life, we come across all kinds of peo-
ple. Some contribute to our growth, help

us become a better person and provide us
support and sometimes we come across
people who instead of contributing to our
growth, in certain ways may hamper it.
The way to identify them is that either the
relationship could be unhealthy, unsup-
portive or abusive in nature and rather
than them bringing peace and support,
this relationship does the opposite.

In such cases, it is important to ensure
your well-being and cut ties with such asso-
ciations as these not only impact your rela-
tionships but also your mental health in the
longer run.

Some of the ways to do so are:
Be in awareness: Be aware of how you

feel around these people, if they bully you,
make you feel bad about yourself, constant-
ly criticise or drain you, then you must
know it’s not the most contributing relation-
ship/friendship.

Set firm boundaries: As opposed to
what many of us believe, setting boundaries
is actually one of the most healthy things
you can do in a relationship and also for
yourself. Until we learn to honour our space
and time, we truly cannot expect others to
do so.

You do not always have to be nice:
Many of us pick being a placater, the good
person in our early years of life and keep
trying to please people by going out of our
ways, but if someone is causing you more
distraught than happiness, it’s good to be
firm and take a step back

Understand that their opinion about
you is a projection and not who you are:
Often times, such people project their stored
insecurities and traumas on other people
and may lead you to believe there is some-
thing wrong with you but it’s very impor-
tant to know the distinction between who
you are and what others are projecting to
protect your mental and emotional peace.

Focus on your good qualities and lov-
ing yourself: Most of the time when you let
go of toxic people, they may make you feel
bad about yourself or make you feel as if you
are doing something wrong, please con-
stantly remind yourself that there is noth-
ing wrong with you and it is okay to main-
tain your space and distance where
required.

Do not feel guilty as you take stand for
yourself: Already due to various reasons,
one has so much stress in life to take care
of, so to protect your energy if it requires
you to cut ties allow yourself to do so with-
out attaching any guilt.

While it may be difficult for us to some-
times take stand for ourselves, specially
when we are used to being the giver/pleas-
er in a relationship but it is essential to iden-
tify, have clarity and set boundaries accord-
ingly as this not only helps you with main-
taining your space but also contributes to
your emotional and mental health.
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Now is the best time to
work on your skin.
Since COVID-19 is

keeping most of us home-
bound, it is time to dig into
some of the kitchen ingredients
that can help one to get rid
of the blemishes and
stubborn marks
that refuse to go
even with med-
icinal creams.

U s u a l l y
lemon and its
juice is recom-
mended for a
skin whitening
agent. But some
skins are sensitive
and lemon may irritate
the skin. A good alternative is
to mix a teaspoon of honey
with yogurt with a pinch of
turmeric. Make a smooth paste
and apply it on the face. Leave
it for 15-20 minute. wash off.
Pat dry face. Apply alo vera gel

on the face, if you have and
leave it overnight. Depending
on how dark the marks and
blemishes are, it can take any-
where between four to six
week for good results to be

seen.
Another option

is to use just raw
honey. Apply
it over the
b l e m i s h e s
and leave it
on for five to
10 minutes.
Wash off. Do

this daily till
blemishes dis-

appear.
Make a scrub of

coffee powder, sugar in equal
parts and a couple of tea-
spoons of olive oil or pure
coconut oil. Apply gentle on
the face and scrub. Do this
twice a week till marks disap-
pear. 

Not all of us are blessed with a
glowing and smooth skin. But fret

not, a few simple kitchen 
ingredients can do the trick.

ROSHANI DEVI shares home
remedies that one can use for that

perfect tone  

���������	�

The Coronavirus pandemic
has reformed the learning

process of a child. This crisis has
not only impacted our regular
habits and livelihood but also
leading to new eye health issues
for our little ones. 

The main reason behind
this issue is the paradigm shift
of the education sector across
the world following COVID-19
related restrictions. Online edu-
cation has now become neces-
sary. The merging of technolo-
gy and learning has led to some
unprecedented changes making
children spend a considerable
amount of time in front of dig-
ital devices such as mobile
phones, tablets, laptops and
desktops. 

Now the textbooks have
also been replaced with online
assignments.With very little
choices left the current situation
has forced the parents to engage
their kids with electronic
devices to prevent any outside
exposure.

Children these days often

complain about itchiness, irri-
tation, redness in their eyes and
the reason behind this issue is
exposure to blue light or junk
lights emitting from the digital
screens. Blue light is a particu-
larly intense light wave emitted
naturally by the sun, and arti-
ficially by digital devices like
smartphones, tablets and com-
puters and even from the indoor
LED lighting systems. It does
not really matter if your kids
have an eye power or not. It is
advised to wear blue light pro-

tective lenses while using digi-
tal devices as it can help them
to prevent eye strain or eye irri-
tation. Additionally as blue light
glasses act as filter for your eyes
it actually helps in eye relaxation
even when one is exposed to
digital screens for a prolonged
time. 

Since blue light filters
ensures that eyes are protected
from unnecessary strains it is
implied that using blue light fil-
ters can help you in combating
your sleep disruption cycle.

Apart from digital eye
strain, all these digital shifts in
the lifestyle impacts a child’s
vision and subject them to the
risk of developing other issues
like myopia, dry eyes and early
setting of macular degeneration. 

It is extremely important to
take preventive measures to
check such fate among children
by adopting a few simple steps:
� Making them use the right
set of glasses/spectacles while
using any electronic gadgets or
digital devices.
� Maintaining a minimum dis-
tance of 50-60 cm between the
screen and the  eyes
� Controlling the brightness
level of the device
� Discouraging usage of digi-
tal screens two hours before
bedtime 
� Eye exercises as suggested by
your eyecare practitioner
� Mandatory annual eye check-
up for every school going chil-
dren. 
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� Jurgen Klopp has urged
Liverpool fans to celebrate “in a safe
way” during the coronavirus crisis
after chaotic scenes marred the club’s
Premier League title celebrations.

Thousands of Liverpool fans
gathered at the Pier Head for a sec-
ond night of celebrations on Friday
after the club became champions of
England for the first time in 30 years.

Police said officers were subject
to violent confrontations and had
glasses and bottles thrown at them as
the celebrations continued in the city
centre into the early hours. Klopp, in
an open letter to fans in the Liverpool
Echo, said he “did not love” the scenes
that took place at Pier Head.

“I am a human being and your

passion is also my passion, but right
now the most important thing is that
we do not have these kind of public
gatherings,” wrote Klopp.

“We owe it to the most vulnera-
ble in our community, to the health
workers who have given so much and
whom we have applauded and to the
police and local authorities who
help us as a club not to do this,” he
added. Klopp said fans should cele-
brate in a safe way in private settings
to avoid spreading the disease.

He added: “If things were dif-
ferent I would love nothing more
than to celebrate together, to have
a parade that would be even big-
ger than the one after we won the
Champions League last year so that

we could all share this special
moment but it just is not possible.”

The German boss urged fans
not to let efforts to fight Covid-19
go to waste. “When the time is

right we will celebrate,” he said.
“We will enjoy this moment and
we will paint the city red. But for
now, please stay at home as much
as possible.” AFP

�����@������� ��������� ������� !"�#!#!

����� ����/)0��

Pep Guardiola believes it is
easier for Manchester City

to focus on cup glory for the
rest of the season as the hold-
ers reached the FA Cup semi-
finals with a 2-0 win at
Newcastle on Sunday.

City will face Arsenal at an
empty Wembley in the last
four next month after the
Gunners beat Sheffield United
2-1.

Kevin De Bruyne’s penalty
and a stunning strike from
Raheem Sterling got City back
to winning ways on Tyneside
after a 2-1 defeat at Chelsea in
midweek crowned Liverpool
Premier League champions for
the first time in 30 years.

“In the Premier League we
are struggling to focus,” admit-
ted Guardiola. “Now the Cup

and Champions League it
is a little bit different.”

City were utterly dom-
inant in the first half but
had to wait until Gabriel
Jesus was pushed by Javier
Manquillo inside the box
eight minutes before half-time

for De Bruyne to break the dead-
lock.

“We should score more but
we played really well and creat-
ed enough chances to score a lot
of goals,” said De Bruyne.

“We know it is really weird
(to play behind closed doors), it
is not something that I enjoy, but
we are professionals and we need
to keep going. We wanted to
respond in a good way. We are
happy we are in a semi-final
now.”

Newcastle had a glorious
opportunity to equalise when
Dwight Gayle somehow fired
over Allan Saint-Maximin’s

cross.
However, City possess

plenty of firepower at the
other end and moments later
Sterling cut inside to curl into
the bottom corner from out-
side the box to kill the tie as

a contest.
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Alessandro Bastoni completed
Inter Milan’s late turn-

around as they scored twice
in the final six minutes to beat
Parma 2-1 on Sunday, while
Atalanta made it three wins
in a row since the Serie A
restart.

Gervinho gave Parma a first-
half lead at the Stadio Ennio
Tardini but Inter, who conceded
a last-gasp equaliser at home to
Sassuolo in midweek, fought
back with headers
from Stefan de Vrij
and Bastoni to
snatch a vital win.

Inter stay eight points
adrift of leaders Juventus
and four behind Lazio in
second with 10 rounds of
matches remaining.

“I thought it was a
more than deserved vic-
tory. Thoroughly
deserved,” Inter assistant
Cristian Stellini told Sky
Sport Italia, with coach
Antonio Conte forced to
watch from the stands as

he served a touchline ban.
Atalanta consolidated their

grip on fourth place thanks to two
stunning goals from
Luis Muriel, who came
on as a second-half
substitute in their 3-2
victory at Udinese.

The Colombia
international put his

team back ahead with a magnif-
icent 71st-minute free-kick,
after Kevin Lasagna had lev-
elled for Udinese in the 31st
minute following Duvan
Zapata’s early opener for
away side.

Muriel then put Atalanta
two goals ahead with a

superb volley that ensured
Lasagna’s second three minutes
from time made no difference
to the result.

Also in Naples, Napoli beat
bottom side SPAL 3-1.

Gennaro Gattuso’s side, who
have already won the Italian Cup

this season, came out on top at
the Stadio San Paolo thanks
to goals from Dries
Mertens, Jose Callejon and

Amin Younes.

-
����	������Cricket South Africa (CSA) has
received the go ahead from the country’s Sports
Ministry to resume players’ training.

Espncricinfo reported that CSA will be meet-
ing on Thursday to discuss the road ahead for
resumption with the focus being on getting the
men and women’s national teams back to train-
ing.

Last week, CSA had to postpone a three-team
exhibition event as it had not got the  Ministry’s
approval to train or play.

Cricketing activities in South Africa have been
suspended since March 15, when the domestic
one-day event was in progression. Around the
same time, the men’s national team was touring
India for a three-match ODI series, which had to
be suspended after the rained off opener due to
the pandemic.

CSA is hoping that India would tour South
Africa for three T20s in August but it seems
doubtful as the Virat Kohli-led team is unlikely
to resume training anytime soon with cases ris-
ing rapidly in the country.

However, the board has also made provisions
to host the series early next year.  PTI
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The Boxing Federation of India’s plan
to resume the national camp for

Olympic-bound pugilists in Patiala is
expected to materialise in the next cou-
ple of days as the “requisite permis-
sions” are “finally coming through”.

The BFI wanted to start the camp

on June 10 originally but had been
waiting to secure permissions from the
state Government and the Sports
Authority of India (SAI).

“The camp will be held in Patiala.
Permissions are likely coming in the
next couple of days and this time it
seems, things will work out. By July 1,
the boxers can start assembling, fol-
lowed by quarantine and testing and
then resumption of training,” a top fed-
eration official said.

“The paperwork is almost done,
the logistics are a work in progress,” he
added.

The nine boxers, who have quali-
fied for the Tokyo Games are Amit
Panghal (52kg), Manish Kaushik
(63kg), Vikas Krishan (69kg), Ashish
Kumar (75kg), Satish Kumar (+91kg),
M C May Kom (51kg), Simranjit Kaur
(60kg), Lovlina Borgohain (69kg), and
Pooja Rani (75kg).

The BFI will be conducting a joint
camp for both the men and women,
whose training base has been the
national capital since 2017.
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Defending champion Lewis
Hamilton will be targetting

Michael Schumacher’s record
when Formula One returns
this week after the 2019-20 sea-
son was savaged due to coro-
navirus pandemic.

Austria’s Red Bull Ring in
Spielberg will play host to the
first race of the season, which
otherwise would have been
the 11th race on the normal
calendar.

Six-time champion
Hamilton, who is gunning to
equal Schumacher’s all-time
record of seven titles, stated
everyone will have to follow
changes put in place by the
authorities for the sport to
operate successfully in the
wake of the pandemic.

“We are preparing the best
way we can for what is going to

be the most difficult season that
Formula 1 and all of us has
experienced,” Hamilton told
Mercedes earlier this week as
per Sky Sports.

“With the difficult times
that we’re facing and the
changes that we have to make
in order to operate.”

Several laws have been put
in place for safety of everyone
involved which will see the F1
in a brand new avatar altogeth-
er.

Four-time champion
Sebastian Vettel, who had ear-
lier announced that this will be
his final year with Ferrari,

expressed his happiness with
the prospect of getting back on
the circuit after the long
enforced break.

“We’e been waiting now for
quite a long time — and it has
started to feel like a long time,”
Vettel told Ferrari as per Sky
Sports.

“Having a tease in Mugello
was nice but getting back in the
real car for the real thing is def-
initely what we are looking for-
ward to. Going racing, compet-
ing with the others

“Austria is a place that I like
and a circuit that I like so it’s
good to know that we are
finally allowed to get back,” he
added.

The 2020 season will kick
off with the Austrian Grand
Prix at the Red Bull Ring on
July 5, followed a week later by
a second race at the same track
on July 12.
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The West Indies crick-
eters will sport a Black

Lives Matter logo on the
collars of their shirts dur-
ing the upcoming three-
Test series against England
to protest against racism
in sports. Skipper Jason
Holder, who has voiced
his support to the cause
that has once again come
to the forefront after the
killing of American
George Floyd, said in a
statement on Sunday: “We
believe we have a duty to
show solidarity and also to
help raise awareness.”

The ICC-approved
logo, designed by Alisha

Hosannah, will be the one
which featured in the
shirts of all 20 Premier
League football clubs since
the sport’s resumption
earlier this month.

“This is a pivotal
moment in history for
sports, for the game of
cricket and for the
West Indies cricket
team,” Holder was
quoted as saying
by ESPNcricinfo.

“We have come
to England to
retain the
W i s d e n
Trophy but we
are very con-
scious of
happenings

around the world and the
fight for justice and equal-
ity. “As a group of young
men, we know of the rich
and diverse history of
West Indies cricket and we
know we are guardians of
the great game for gener-
ation to come.”

Holder, who wants
racism to be treated at
par with doping and
corruption, said they
arrived at the decision to
wear the logo after

much thought.
“We did not

take our deci-
sion lightly.
We know
what it is for
people to

make judgments because
of the colour of our skin,
so we know what it feels
like, this goes beyond the
boundary.  There must be
equality and there must be
unity. Until we get that as
people, we cannot stop,”
he said.

“We have to find
some way to have equal
rights and people must
not be viewed differently
because of the colour of
their skin or ethnic back-
ground.”

The West Indies play-
ers are likely to wear the
shirts for the first time in
this week’s four-day
warm-up match at
Emirates Old Trafford.
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India’s Nitin Menon on Monday became
the youngest member of the International

Cricket Council’s Elite Panel of Umpires,
replacing England’s Nigel Llong for the
upcoming 2020-21 season after an annual
review.

The 36-year-old, who has officiated in
three Tests, 24 ODIs and 16 T20Is, is only
the third from India to make it to the pres-
tigious group after former captain Srinivas
Venkatraghavan and Sundaram Ravi. Ravi
was axed last year.

“To be officiating regularly along with
the leading umpires and referees of the
world is something that I always dreamt of
and the feeling has yet to sink in,” Menon
was quoted as saying in an ICC statement.

England’s Michael Gough, 40, was the
youngest in the current panel before
Menon’s elevation.

Menon quit playing competitive crick-
et at 22 and by 23, he had become a senior
umpire, officiating in BCCI accredited
matches.

While standard of Indian umpiring has
copped a lot of criticism globally, perfor-
mance of Menon over the past few years has
been a silver lining.

Menon is well aware of his responsibil-
ities.

“We did not have any representation in
the Elite Panel for a while. I now want to
keep the Indian flag flying high. I hope to
see more umpires from India at the top
level,” Menon told BCCI.TV.

“I see this as an opportunity and a big
responsibility to take Indian Umpires for-
ward and guide them in every possible way
by sharing my experiences.”

The elevation to the Elite Panel makes
Menon eligible to officiate in next year’s

Ashes in Australia in case
ICC revokes the local

umpires for home series
policy which has

been approved owing
to the Covid-19 pandem-

ic. Menon also
becomes eligible

to stand for all
five Test match-
es that India
will play
a g a i n s t
England at
home early
next year.
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Karim Benzema delivered
another moment of
magic on Sunday as Real

Madrid took a two-point lead
over Barcelona at the top of La
Liga by beating bottom club
Espanyol.

Benzema’s volley against
Valencia could be goal of the
season and he might now have
a claim to best assist too after
his brilliant backheel teed up
Casemiro to finish for a crucial
1-0 win.

Madrid’s advantage in the
table, coming after Barca’s draw
away at Celta Vigo on Saturday,
is their biggest since February
and puts them within sight of
their second league title in
eight years.

“It’s a very important win,”
said Benzema. “I can’t say we
don’t look at Barcelona, of
course we do. But we’re focused
on our own league. There are
not many games left and every
game now is a final.”

By the time his side play at
home to Getafe on Thursday,
they might even have the
chance to move further clear, if
in-form Atletico Madrid avoid
defeat on Tuesday at Camp
Nou.

Barcelona certainly have
the harder run-in, with a resur-
gent Villarreal side to follow
Atletico and then local rivals
Espanyol, who have shown
they might yet finish strong
after a determined performance
under new coach Franciso
Rufete.

Rufete, who was previous-
ly the club’s sporting director, is
Espanyol’s fourth coach of the
season after the sacking of
Abelardo Fernandez on

Saturday.
His task is now to make up

a nine-point gap between his
team in 20th and Celta in 17th.

They were undone by a
piece of instinctive brilliance
from Benzema, who has been
the catalyst for Madrid sealing
five wins out of five since La
Liga restarted on June 11.

SENSATIONAL ASSISTS
Benzema’s backheel came

on an afternoon of sensational
assists after Villarreal’s Santi
Cazorla earlier set up Gerard
Moreno with an incredible,
cushioned touch in their 2-0
win over Valencia.

“I have to give huge credit
to Karim,” said Casemiro. “It
was an incredible assist. We’re
used to how good he is, I know
the quality he possesses so I was
expecting something. He heard
me asking for it and he played

it in a brilliant way.”
Madrid, though, were

scruffy and ponderous at the
RCDE Stadium, this perhaps
their least impressive win over
the last three weeks.

But solidity and steel
ensured they came through
unscathed and it was no sur-
prise that defensive midfielder
Casemiro, arguably the team’s
best player this term, was
named man of the match.
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���Club legend Xavi
Hernandez spoke about the
prospect of taking over the
coaching job at Barcelona
where he spent all his European
career, winning numerous tro-
phies between 1998-2015.

Xavi spoke about his ‘hope’
of becoming the coach of the
Catalan giants at a time when
reports have been emerging
from the Camp Nou that all is
not well within the club.

“The biggest hope I have
now is to be Barca coach and
get Barca back to winning
ways. Not me but these players
and Barca triumphing. And as
a consequence, our technical
staff, who are preparing for it
a lot and it makes us really
excited,” Xavi said during as
video conference as per sport.es.

“I’m a club man. I would
like to return at the right
moment to start a project from
zero. I’ve said it a lot of times
but I want to take footballing
decisions at Barcelona.

“It’s clear that after the
elections the stage would be set,
of course. I’m not ruling any-
thing out. They came for me in
January, we were speaking. I
told them the circumstances
and timing weren’t right,” he
added.

Reports in Spanish media
suggest that talisman Lionel
Messi and other senior mem-
bers of the team aren’t happy
with current manager Quique
Setien’s coching style that has
saw them fall two points behind
Clasico rivals Real Madrid in
the LaLiga title race. IANS

��
��	�$�����������	�
�����"	���(���
��

8�'���:����$�������&��������������������*���%��$6���������������������7���������!�

>�����'���������������������
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United manager Ole Gunnar
Solskjaer is looking forward to
their semi-final clash against
Chelsea at Wembley.

“We’ve had lots of games
at Wembley against them and,
of course, we’ve had quite a
few cup games against them in
the last couple of seasons as
well,” Solskjaer told MUTV.

“They’re a team that will
know a lot about us and

they’re a team we know a lot
about too. We’re looking for-
ward to being at Wembley, any
team who you draw there
would be a top team anyway.
I can’t wait, it’s been a while,”
he said.

This will be the 17th time
the clubs have met in the FA
Cup, with United winning
nine times, Chelsea on five
occasions and there have been
two draws. AFP
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�� Watford manager Nigel
Pearson warned his side of the per-
ils of relegation if they do not
stop “gifting” points away after
a 3-1 home defeat by
Southampton on Sunday.

Danny Ings produced two
fine finishes to further his case
for the Premier League Golden
Boot as Saints realistically secured
their top-flight status for another
season by reaching 40 points.

“We were second best for too
long,” said Pearson. “You can’t
concede goals like gifts to
your opponents, it makes
the job even harder.”

Ings picked up where
he left off before the three-
month stoppage. The for-
mer Liverpool forward bril-

liantly made space for himself on the
edge of the box before curling into

the far corner on 16 minutes
to give Saints a deserved first-
half lead.

Watford gave themselves
a mountain to climb when
Ben Foster’s poor throw was

pounced upon by Ings to drill home
his 18th  goal of the season and move

within one of Jamie Vardy as the
top scorer in the division.

Jan Bednarek’s own goal
briefly gave the hosts hope of a

comeback.
However, Saints

restored their two-goal
advantage within three

minutes as James Ward-
Prowse curled a brilliant free-

kick into the top corner. AFP
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England skipper Joe
Root is set to miss

the opening Test
against West Indies
next week to attend the
birth of his second
child. Star all-rounder
Ben Stokes will lead
the team for the first
time in Root’s absence.

The first game of
the three-Test series
begins at the Aegeas
Bowl in Southampton
from July 8 and Root’s
wife is due around the

same time.
Root has thrown

his weight behind the
all-rounder for being
the interim captain,
describing him as a
“natural leader”.

“He’s ver y well
equipped to do a fan-
tastic job for us,” Root
told the BBC.

Root is  also a
doubtful starter for the
second Test as the skip-
per will be required to
undergo seven days of
self-isolation before
joining the team.
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