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Signaling a reduction in ten-
sion on the Line of Actual

Control (LAC) in Eastern
Ladakh, the Indian and
Chinese armies have mutually
started pulling back their
troops from the stand-off sites.
While complete disengagement
will take some more time,
senior military commanders of
both sides are expected to
meet on Wednesday to work
out the finer details.

The breakthrough came
after a series of meetings
between various levels of the
military of both sides and
diplomatic parleys culminating
in the high-level meet on June
6. The Leh-based 14 Corps
commander Lt General
Harinder Singh and Tibet
Region commander Major
General Liu Lin conferred for
more than five hours to resolve
the more than month-long
face-offs at four locations.

Three days later on
Tuesday, both sides started dis-
engaging by reducing troop
strength at three confrontation
points, sources said here.
Moreover, the Chinese, at some
places, pulled back more than
two kms. These two encour-
aging moves came a day ahead
of the proposed talks between
Major Generals of the two
armies, they added.

Besides the upcoming
meet, local commanders will
also hold talks at the four
stand-off points in Pangong
Tso (lake), Galwan valley, and
Hot Springs areas. The frontage

of these stand-offs is between
25 to 30 kms but confined to
small pockets.

In fact, the Chinese intrud-
ed more than three kms in the
Hot Springs and pitched tents.

Sources said the Chinese
have also started removing the
tents and temporary bunkers as
part of the confidence-building
measures. The Indian Army
has also started pulling back its
troops and vehicles.

Even as the senior com-
manders will meet in the next
few days, the local battalion-
level officers of the Indian and
Chinese Armies have already
started holding talks through
the hotlines. Officials said these
talks will pave the way for the
likely agreement during the
forthcoming parleys.

India is insisting that the
status quo as in April at the

LAC be maintained. Also, the
Armies besides reducing troops
will also pull back their per-
sonnel and artillery from the
operational areas located about
20 kms on each side of the
LAC. The next phase of bring-
ing down the temperature at
the LAC will comprise these

steps besides the additional
troops going back to their
respective peacetime locations.

With China initially rapid-
ly enhancing its troops and
heavy vehicles at the con-
frontation spots, the Indian
Army also had to ramp up its
strength. Since the disengage-

ment has now started, both the
sides will also gradually pull
back their troops, they added.

Signs of a thaw were evi-
dent on Monday when Defence
Minister Rajnath Singh termed
the commander level talks as
positive and will continue. He
also said the Government will
ensure that India’s pride is not
affected. “The border dispute
between India and China has
been ongoing for a long time.
We want to resolve it as soon
as possible,” the Defence
Minister had said.

In Beijing, Hua Chunying,
spokesperson of China’s
Foreign Ministry, said China
and India have maintained
close communication on
resolving border issues through
diplomatic and military chan-
nels. She had also said the two
countries agreed to work
together to maintain peace
and tranquility in border areas
to create a favourable atmos-
phere for the stable develop-
ment of bilateral relations
between India and China.
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Delhi Deputy Chief Minister
Manish Sisodia on

Tuesday said Delhi will need
80,000 beds as 5.5 lakh cases
are expected by July 31, based
on mathematical models
analysed by several scientists.

Sounding a stark warning
for troubles ahead, Sisodia
said, “We presented the data of
our prediction where we
observed that by June 15,
there’ll be 44,000 Covid-19
cases and 6,600 beds will be
required. By June 30, we’ll
reach one lakh cases and 15,000
beds will be required. By July
15, there’ll be 2.25 lakh cases
and 33,000 beds will be
required. By July 31, 5.5 lakh
cases are expected and 80,000
beds will be required.”

Mathematics professor and
researcher at the School of
Natural Sciences at Shiv Nadar
University Samit Bhattacharya
said, “The model that I used for
India found that there could be
around 8-10 lakh cases in India
by mid or end of July. So it
won’t be surprising to get to

those figures (5.5 lakh) in
Delhi.”

Though scientists said
community transmission of
the disease may have started a

while ago, the Centre said
there is no community trans-
mission of the virus in the
national Capital.

After a meeting of the
Delhi Disaster Management
Authority, Sisodia quoted offi-
cials from the Centre as saying
there is no community trans-
mission of Covid-19 in Delhi.

Delhi Health Minister
Satyendar Jain added in a sep-
arate conversation with the
media that the source of infec-
tion is “not known” in nearly
half the fresh cases.

Continued on Page 2
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BJP leader Jyotiraditya
Scindia and his mother

Madhavi Raje Scindia have
reportedly tested positive for
coronavirus and are admitted
to Max Hospital in Delhi.

Scindia underwent the
Covid-19 test following a sore
throat and fever. Both of them
were reportedly admitted to
Max Saket hospital four days
ago. Though Scindia had
shown some symptoms, his
mother was asymptomatic.

BJP leaders, including
Madhya Pradesh Chief
Minister Shivraj Singh
Chouhan and national
spokesperson Sambit Patra,
tweeted their concern for
Scindia and his mother.

“Got the news that revered
Mataji and you are not well. I
pray to God that both you and
Mataji recover soon,” said
Shivraj in a tweet.

Patra was himself admitted
to Medanta hospital in
Gurugram but was discharged
from hospital after being test-
ed negative for coronavirus

After Scindias were tested
positive, authorities are  trying

to trace all those who they may
have come in contact with him
recently.

Scindia, who joined the
BJP in March after quitting the
Congress as its General
Secretary, is expected to play a
key role in steering BJP to suc-
cess in the 24 Assembly bypolls
in the Gwalior-Chambal region
due sometime next month.
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Afierce battle of words broke
out between the BJP and

the Trinamool Congress on
Tuesday hours after Union
Home Minister Amit Shah
called for a political change in
Bengal even as he hit out at
Chief Minister Mamata
Banerjee on a plethora of issues
— from perpetuating corrup-
tion to unleashing reign of
terror in the State. 

Chief Minister Mamata
Banerjee and her nephew and
Abhishek Banerjee hit back,
saying Shah himself had put the
inclusivity of India in danger.

Launching a fierce attack
on Mamata and the TMC for
promoting a culture of violence
and corruption, Shah said how
more than a hundred of his
partymen had been eliminated
in the State for simply practis-
ing saffron politics.

Addressing a virtual meet-
ing — of over two lakh party
men and sympathisers —called
Jansamvad Rally Shah said,
“Only BJP can restore Bengal to
its lost glory by changing its
culture of political violence,”
appealing to the people of the

State to just afford one chance
to Prime Minister Narendra
Modi to work the wonders.

“You have given 34 years to
the Communists, 10 years to
Mamata Banerjee now please
give one chance to Modi ji to
get a corruption and violence-
free Bengal,” Shah said, adding
the hope of the people — who
voted out the Left in 2011 —
had been dashed to the ground.

Continued on Page 2
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In a major relief to road and
transport users, the Centre

on Tuesday announced further
extension of the validity date of
motor vehicle documents till
September this year. The Union
Road Transport and Highways
Ministry has issued a related
advisory to all States and UTs.

“Given the current cir-
cumstances to avoid hardship
being faced by transporters
and citizens, State
Governments are advised that
these documents be considered
valid till September 30,” Road
Transport and Highway
Minister Nitin Gadkari said. 

Continued on Page 2
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Aretired Kashmiri Pandit
schoolteacher, Dwarika

Nath Pandita, a native of
Lukbawan village of Dooru
Tehsil in Anantnag, arrived in
Jammu early on Tuesday after
undertaking one of the most
difficult journeys of his life.

Thirty years ago, he
migrated from the same village
and had shifted his belongings
to Jammu in the dead of the
night.

At that time he was accom-
panied by his young son. But
on Monday evening, when
Dwarika Nath once again
embarked on a return journey
in the dead of the night, he was
carrying the body of his son, an
elected sarpanch of the area,
Ajay Pandita (Bharti).    

Late Monday evening,
unidentified terrorists gunned
down Ajay, roughly 50 metres
away from his house. They

pumped bullets in his head and
back from close range. The
father and son were in their
orchard minutes before Ajay

was targeted.
Remembering the last

moments he spent with his son,
Omkar Nath Pandita told

reporters in Jammu, “Someone
came and informed Ajay that
he needed his signature on a
form. Ajay stepped out and met
with a hail of bullets. We shift-
ed him to hospital but he suc-
cumbed to his injuries.”

Pandita said, “Ajay had
worked hard to rebuild our
lives after we returned to our
native village. My son was
patriotic to the core. He loved
his motherland. After spending
around seven years in Jammu,
we returned to Kashmir valley
in 1996-97.”

According to close family
members, initially, they
returned to Kashmir in 1992
where they stayed on rent. In
the next four years, they rebuilt
their home and shifted to their
native village. The family had
also survived ethnic cleansing

of Kashmiri Pandits in the
area. Several temples were des-
ecrated in the area.

Pandita said, “No one from
the Government came forward
to help us in any way when we
returned to our home and
hearth. Ajay raised loans and
helped me revive our orchards,
ruined during peak days of mil-
itancy.”  

Sitting in the company of
mourners and close relatives in
the Subhash Nagar area, the
bereaved father of Ajay Pandita
said, “My son was not afraid of
anyone. He would say if secu-
rity personnel can perform
duties in Kashmir valley and
sacrifice their lives for the
nation why should we run
away. I will live here and die
here in my native village.”

Continued on Page 2
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The Congress, the
Samajwadi Party and the

BSP on Tuesday asked Defence
Minister Rajnath Singh
whether China has occupied
the Indian territory in Ladakh
and sought explanation from
the Centre over exact position
on the border between India
and China.

A day after his “everyone
knows the reality” of border sit-
uation jibe, Congress leader
Rahul Gandhi asked the
Defence Minister whether
China has occupied the Indian
territory in Ladakh. “Once RM
is done commenting on the
hand symbol, can he answer:
Have the Chinese occupied
Indian territory in Ladakh,” he
asked on Twitter.

Singh had on Monday hit
out at Rahul with a couplet of
noted Urdu poet Mirza Ghalib,
saying when there is pain in the
hand, one takes medicine, but
what does one do when the

hand itself is a pain.
“Hand” is the Congress

party’s election symbol. Rahul
Gandhi and Singh have been
engaged in war of words on
Twitter since Monday evening.

The Congress leader on
Monday had taken a swipe at
Union Home Minister Amit
Shah for his remarks that India
is strong in protecting its bor-
ders, and said the truth seems
dormant as “everyone knows”
the reality of the situation at the
country’s borders. “Everyone
knows the reality of the ‘bor-
ders’, but the thought is good to
keep one’s heart happy,” he
had said in a tweet in Hindi,
tweaking a couplet of Ghalib.

BSP chief Mayawati
attacked the BJP and the
Congress on playing “dirty
politics” on this issue when the
people are facing hardship due
to coronavirus pandemic. “It’s
unfortunate that at time when
people are facing difficult times
due to the pandemic, the BJP
and the Congress are playing

dirty politics and allegations
and counter allegations on the
border dispute with China.
This is not in the nation inter-
est,” she tweeted in Hindi.

“The dispute with China
and also Nepal is becoming
very serious. In such a situation
all parties should rise above
party politics and think in
nation’s interest,” she said in
another tweet.

“In East Ladakh, the
encroachment of Chinese
forces for past one month is
unacceptable to the country.
The Government should initi-
ate strict steps to raise the
morale of our forces. As the BJP
takes ‘akadhikari’ decision
(decision by itself), it’s feeling
itself weak even though the
people and Opposition are
with them on this issue,” SP
president Akhilesh Yadav
tweeted.

Congress chief spokesper-
son Randeep Surjewala also
asked the Defence Minister to
answer the question.

���������	�����
�����	�������	��
	�������	��
��	�������	��	
	���	����������

�����
������������
�

���������������������
����������������������� ���������������� &,-�.,��/

Delhi Chief Minister
Arvind Kejriwal has test-

ed negative for Covid-19, an
official said on Tuesday.

The official said that the
51-year-old AAP supremo
underwent the test for the
novel coronavirus on Tuesday
morning.

“The Chief Minister has
tested negative for Covid-19,”
the official said.

Asked whether he would
undergo a test again after
some days, the official said,
“There is no need for it.”

Kejriwal had gone into
self-quarantine on Sunday
after he developed a sore
throat and fever.

The fever has subsided
and he is now feeling well, the
official said. 

“Since Sunday evening
Delhi Chief Minister has been
suffering from fever and throat
pain and because of this he has
isolated himself at home. He
will undergo a test on Tuesday.
He is a patient of diabetes for
very long. Doctors have
advised that he hold no meet-
ings,” senior AAP leader and
Rajya Sabha member Sanjay
Singh had said earlier.
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Ghaziabad: The Ghaziabad
authorities have stepped up
checking of those entering the
district from New Delhi in a
bid to prevent the coronavirus
spread.  According to officials,
only those carrying a valid
movement pass, ID of their
workplace in the district and
involved in the supply of essen-
tial services are being allowed
to enter from all 10 entry
points with Delhi.
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The Uttar Pradesh Cabinet
approved the UP

Prevention of Cow Slaughter
(Amendment) Ordinance,
2020 on Tuesday, Additional
Chief Secretary, Home and
Information, Awanish Awasthi
said. 

The ordinance seeks to
stop the incidents of crime
related to cow slaughter and
was enacted as the state legis-
lature is not in session, he
added. 

It aims to make the exist-
ing law more organised and
effective, and completely stop
cow slaughter in the state, the
Uttar Pradesh Government
said in a statement issued here. 
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China’s new army comman-
der Lt Gen Xu Qiling, who

will head the Western Theatre
Command ground forces
responsible for the Sino-India
border, is a rising star in the
PLA specially handpicked by
President Xi Jinping to handle
troops along the challenging
border, a media report said.

Gen Xu's appointment was
announced on June 5 in the
midst of the current standoff
between Indian and Chinese
troops long the Line of Actual
Control (LAC).

Xi, who heads the ruling
Communist Party of China
besides Presidency, is also the
Chairman of the powerful
Central Military Commission
which is People’s Liberation
Army's high command. 

Gen Xu, the rising star of
the PLA, has been sent to
oversee the ground forces of the
Western Theatre Command,
where tensions are rising
between China and India over
border dispute, the Hong
Kong-based South China
Morning Post reported.

“As tensions with India are
escalating over border dis-
putes, the Western Theatre
Command needs a younger
commander to lead frontier
soldiers and officers in this cur-
rent sensitive period,” the Post

quoted a military insider as say-
ing.

“Xu is 57 years old, five
years younger than his prede-
cessor, He (Weidong). The
working environment in the
Western high altitude is very
tough and even young people
age prematurely there”, the offi-
cial said.

Xu was one of the young
generals promoted by Xi after
he took the helm of the PLA in
late 2012. Xu has experience at
four of the PLA's five theatre
commands.

He was promoted to the
lieutenant general last year,
one year after being sent to the
head the ground forces in the
Eastern Theatre Command,

which oversees the security of
Shanghai, Jiangsu, Zhejiang,
Anhui, Fujian 
and Jiangxi provinces, as well
as the East China Sea. “Xu's
new position in the Western
Theatre Command is also a
new test for him,” the official
said.

“If he can handle the
China-India border disputes
properly, he is very likely to be
further promoted to grab a seat
in the PLA’s ground force head-
quarters, or even more senior,
in the future,” he said.

Hong Kong-based military
commentator Song Zhongping
said the latest border tensions
meant the Western Theatre
Command required someone
familiar with joint operations
between ground and air forces.
All the fighting forces Beijing
sends to the frontiers were
trained for air-to-ground bat-
tles, which need a capable
commander like Xu to lead
them.” 

Xu was the chief of staff at
the former 54th Army Corps,
an elite PLA fighting force
known for its involvement in
the crackdown on a Tibetan
uprising in 1959 and the sup-
pression of the Tiananmen
Square protests in 1989.

The Army Corps was
merged into the 83rd Army
Corps in a military overhaul by
Xi in 2015, the Post said. 
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The defacement of Mahatma
Gandhi’s statue here was a

“disgrace”, US President Donald
Trump has said, days after it
was vandalised by unknown
miscreants with graffiti and
spray painting during the
nationwide protests against the
custodial killing of African-
American George Floyd.

The statue, which is across
the road from the Indian
Embassy, was vandalised on the
intervening night of June 2 and
3, prompting the Indian
embassy to register a complaint
with the local law enforce-
ment agencies.

The incident happened
during the week of nationwide
protests against the custodial
killing of Floyd in Minneapolis
on May 25.

“It was a disgrace,” Trump
made the brief comment at the
White House on Monday when
asked about the incident.

The Indian Embassy here
has taken up the matter with
the US Department of State for
early investigation into the
matter, as also with the
Metropolitan Police and
National Park Service. 

It is working with the US
Department of State,
Metropolitan Police and
National Park Service for expe-

ditious restoration of the stat-
ue at the park. 

The US president and First
Lady Melania Trump, during
their visit to India in February,
had spent considerable time at
the Gandhi Ashram in
Ahmedabad. PM Narendra
Modi had personally given
them a tour of the historic place.

“The First Lady and I have
just had a pleasure of visiting
Mahatma Gandhi's Ashram, a
few miles from here, where he
launched the famous Salt
March,” Trump had said dur-
ing his address at the Namaste
Trump rally at the Motera
Stadium in Ahmedabad on
February 24. 
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Kathmandu: Nepal's foreign
minister said on Tuesday that
the country was still waiting for
a response from India on hold-
ing talks to resolve a border
dispute that has strained rela-
tions between the South Asian
neighbors.  

Foreign Minister Pradeep
Gyawali told The Associated
Press in an interview that
requests to talk were made in
November and December last
year, and again in May.

“We have expressed time
and again that Nepal wants to
sit at the table to resolve this
problem,” Gyawali said.

“We are waiting for formal
negotiations so that these two
countries with ... A very unique
type of partnership can devel-
op a more inspiring relation-
ship that reflects the require-
ments of the 21st century,” he

said.
The latest border dispute

between the countries began
over India's inauguration last
month of a Himalayan link
road built in a region that lies
at a strategic three-way junc-
tion with Tibet and China.

The 80-kilometer road,
inaugurated by Defense
Minister Rajnath Singh, cuts
through the Lipu Lekh
Himalayan pass, considered
one of the shortest and most
feasible trade routes between
India and China.

Nepal fiercely contested

the inauguration of the road.
The government of Prime
Minister Khadga Prasad
Sharma Oli issued a new polit-
ical map of Nepal that showed
the disputed territory within its
borders.

There have been reports
that India does not want to
hold negotiations with Nepal
until its coronavirus outbreak
is brought under control.
Nepal, however, is in a rush for
talks.

“If the coronavirus is an
obstacle for not being able to
hold diplomatic dialogue soon,

it should have been an obsta-
cle for the inauguration of the
link road as well,” Gyawali
said. “But if the coronavirus did
not create any problem to the
inauguration, that means there
are some controversies, there
are some paradoxes.” 

The dispute over the terri-
tory brought a new wedge in
relations between the two
nations, leading to an exchange
of strong-worded statements
and remarks from both sides.
“There is no any alternative to
dialogue and friendly talk, and
talk not just for formality, but
with commitment to solve the
problem and to develop such
an environment where both
countries can prosper togeth-
er, where both countries can
journey together toward a pros-
perous region of South Asia,”
Gyawali said. Jun 9. AP
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From Page 1
“Now the people say that

even the Communists were
better than the present rulers,”
he said.

Attacking the Chief
Minister for failing to tackle
the corona pandemic and
insulting the migrant workers
by calling the trains that they
were being ferried in by the
Centre as “Corona Express,” he
said “the migrant workers will
remember your lip-service for
them in the next year’s
Assembly elections.”

Pulling out the Citizenship
Amendment Act issue from
the backburner and linking the
TMC’s vehement opposition to
it with Mamata’s politics of
minority appeasement, Shah
said how a particular commu-
nity remained on the top of her
list of priorities.

He reminded how the
Chief Minister had “opposed
the CAA, denying citizenship
to the refugees who came to
India before 2015. She was so
angry after the CAA was
formed. I have never seen
such an angry person in my
life,” adding the people would
not forget her for this anger she
showed at that time against the
implementation of the CAA.” 

In a reference to the Matua
community --- a Hindu SC
group that had come to India

in lakhs from Bangladesh post
Independence and 1972 War
before settling down in North
24 Parganas and Nadia in large
numbers impacting the voting
pattern of these districts --- he
said, “What has the Matua
community done to her so that
she would not allow them the
chance of getting Indian citi-
zenship (through CAA).” He
warned Mamata would get the
reply of this stand taken by her.

“Why are you opposing
citizenship for these refugees.
People of Bengal want to
know… I want to tell Mamata
Didi, your opposition to CAA
will prove costly. When the
ballot boxes open, then you
will see that Bengal’s people
have turned you into a politi-
cal refugee. Your opposition to
CAA will prove very costly for
you.”

Soon the Chief Minister
and her nephew and Abhishek
Banerjee, an MP, hit back with
vengeance saying here was a
man who was trying to restore
the culture of Bengal but who
himself had put the inclusivi-
ty of India in danger.

Taking to Twitter she
wrote “Amit Shah, someone
who’s himself put the inclu-
sivity of India in danger, talks
about ‘restoring’ the culture of
Bengal. Doesn’t he remember,
it was Mamata (Banerjee) who

restored statue of Vidya Sagar,
vandalised by his men in front
of his own eyes,” tagging her
tweet with a hashtag “Bengal
Rejects Amit Shah.”

The attack from the junior
Banerjee seemed to be fiercer
even as he hit the BJP where
it hurt the most wondering
whether China had captured
any territory of India recent-
ly.

While Shah referred to
the lesson India taught
Pakistan post Uri and
Pulwama reminding how “Our
surgical and air strikes sent out
a strong message that we have
zero tolerance to terrorism,”
Banerjee the junior asked
whether the Chinese 
troops have entered the Indian
soil.

He said, “Respected Amit
Shah Ji, Bengal has not heard
you speak during these times
of crisis, but we hope today
you would take a minute to
answer this: “Are the Chinese
occupying our territory or
not?” 

Senior TMC leader and
State Minister Partho
Chatterjee said, “When the
State and the entire country is
fighting pandemic crisis this
party is playing electoral pol-
itics. The people are watching
their insensitivity towards
their plights.”
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From Page 1

Meanwhile, a Delhi

Government panel has sug-
gested using Pragati Maidan,
Talkatora Indoor Stadium,
Indira Gandhi Indoor Stadium
and JLN Stadium as makeshift
Covid-19 facility to deal with
the surge in number of cases,
an official said on Tuesday.

The official said the panel,
constituted by Lieutenant
Governor Anil Baijal, has also
suggested using Thyagaraj
Indoor Stadium and
Dhyanchand  National Stadium
for the purpose.

According to health secre-
tary of Delhi, the case of fatal-
ity rate in Delhi is 2.92 per cent
as compared to the national
average of 2.81 per cent, recov-
ery rate is 38 per cent, doubling
rate 12.6 days and test per mil-
lion is 13,543 as compared to
the national average of 3,531
tests per million. 

Elaborating further how
officials analysing the situation,
Sisodia said, “The prediction is
based on the trend that when
the borders were sealed due to
lockdown and in Delhi hospi-
tals, only the residents of the
State were coming for the treat-
ments.”

From Page 1
Paying tribute to his son,

Pandita said, “I will not say
my son has been killed. I will
say my son has sacrificed his
life for his motherland”. 

On their  arr ival  in
Jammu, early Tuesday morn-
ing, hundreds of close rela-
tives and common people
from their neighborhood
gathered to pay tributes to the
grassroots leader. His mortal
remains were escorted to the
nearby cremation ground,
wrapped in a tricolor and
consigned to flames amid
chanting of patriotic slogans.

Talking about his son’s
political journey Pandita said,
“When he contested elec-
tions, everyone in the area
walked for miles and voted for
him. He was loved by all the
local people. He had no ene-
mies”.

Commenting on the sup-
port the family received from
local residents, Pandita said,
“There are very few funda-
mentalists who don’t want
Kashmiri pandits to return to
the Kashmir valley. They were
against us at that time also
and even now. But a majori-
ty of people in the valley
want Kashmiri pandits to
return and stay there.”

He said local residents in
the area had organized com-
mercial vehicles, facilitated
our long journey and came
along with us to Jammu.

Pandita said, he still wants
to return home and fulfill the
dream of his son.  “I have only
one regret, those who killed
my son shot him from the
back. 

They could not gather
the courage to come in front
and open fire on him, so
they hit him from the back.

Ajay Pandita is survived
by his parents, wife and two
daughters.

Ajay Pandita was an active
political worker in the area
and was affiliated with the
Congress party. He was elect-
ed as Sarpanch last year after
defeating a BJP candidate in
the Panchayat polls. 

From Page 1
He said the Government

had earlier on March 30
extended the validity of doc-
uments till June 30, 2020.

“Taking into considera-
tion the grim situation still
continuing due to conditions
for prevention of spread of
Covid-19 across the country,
it is advised that ...The valid-
ity of Fitness, Permit (all
types), Learner’s License,
Driving License,  
Registration or any other con-
cerned document whose
extension of validity could not
or not likely be granted due to
lockdown and which has
expired since Feb 1, 2020 or
will expire till September 30,
2020, the same may be treat-
ed to be val id t i l l  
September 30, 2020,” says the
notification from the Ministry
issued.

In order to facilitate cit-
izens during the period and
conditions for prevention for
COVID-19, the Ministry had
also issued a gazette 
notif ication on May 21, 
relaxing the fees validity and
/or additional fee under the
Central Motor Vehicles Rules,
1989, till July 31, 2020. 

Now the State/UTs have
also been requested to con-
sider provisions available
under the Motor Vehicles Act
1988 or other such provisions
available under other Acts, for
considering relaxation in
requirement of permit, or
fees or taxes for renewal /
penalty for permits etc to
provide relief during these
extra ordinary circumstances
of COVID-19, as per the
notification.
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Delhi Lieutenant Governor Anil
Baijal on Tuesday chaired a

meeting of the State ( Delhi )
Disaster Management Authority and
stressed on the need to ramp up
medical infrastructure fast amid
corona pandemic.

During his interaction with the
Deputy chief minister Manish Sisodia,
Health minister Satyender Jain and
Health Secretary , members of SDMA,
Baijal said the admission of eligible
Covid-19  positive patients to be
ensured as per protocol and follow
Follow containment strategy as per
ICMR guidelines.

Baijal directed the concerned
authorities to have realistic projections
for physical infrastructure and human
resources requirement considering
possible scenarios to ramp up med-
ical capacity on continuous basis.

Informing LG about the pre-
paredness of health infrastructure
and Covid-19  status, Principal
Secretary ( Health) said that upto June
8th 2020 there are total 29943 con-
firmed cases in Delhi out of which
11357 patients have recovered/dis-
charged/migrated.  

“At present there are 8821 hospi-
tal beds, 582 ICU beds, 468 Ventilators
beds and 3590 Oxygenated support-
ed beds in dedicated Covid-19  hos-
pitals. New hospital in Burari with 450

beds is expected to be operational by
20th June, 2020.  500 additional beds
in other Govt. hospitals have been also
earmarked. IAS officers have been
posted as Administrative Officers in
Covid-19  hospital and Help Desks,
manned by govt. officers have been set
up in all the Government hospitals to
facilitate the admission process,” heath
official said while giving presentation.

According to health officials, the
case fat Fatality Rate in Delhi is 2.92
percent as compared to the national

average of 2.81 percent, recovery rate
is 38percent, doubling rate 12.6 days
and test per million is 13543 as com-
pared to the national average of 3531
tests per million. 

To add more Covid care centres,
Delhi Government has constituted a
committee under Divisional
Commissioner to explore the possi-
bility of creation of additional bed
capacity. “It has suggested Pragati
Maidan, Talkatora Indoor stadium,
Thyagaraj Indoor stadium, Indira

Gandhi Indoor stadium, Jawahar Lal
Nehru Stadium, Dhyanchand
National Stadium etc. to be used as
make-shift hospitals.”

To enhance bed capacity in Delhi,
the health department has extended
Covid-19  Hospitals by linking big
hospitals and nearby 5/4 star hotels
with upper price cap of Rs. 10,000 per
day per bed, hotels would provide
beds, housekeeping, fooding etc as
well as medical services. Eight Hotels-
Hospitals have been linked to act as

extended Covid-19 Hospitals, approx.
In addition, District Magistrates are
carrying out the exercise of linking 19
more hospitals with hotels which
would tentatively increase the capac-
ity by another 2000 beds (approx.) by
15.6.2020.

“CATS ambulance fleet has been
augmented to 450 from earlier 160
which has reduced response time to
less than 30 minutes. All 42 testing
labs have been made functional,” said
a government officials.

It was also informed that at pre-
sent 11,259 cases are in home isola-
tion. Specialised health care compa-
ny has been engaged exclusively for
such cases. 2,000 pulse oxymeter
have been reserved for patients of
home isolation. 

Extensive TV  and Print Media
IEC activity has been started to make
people understand how to conduct
themselves in home isolation.

The Delhi Government has also
launched Covid Care Delhi’ App and
delhifightscorona.in webpage are
available for Covid Health Facilities for
all information on coronavirus.  Also
separate helpline no. 1800-111-747
being launched for only patients
related issues, bed availability etc. in
addition to State Government helpline
no. 1031.   Meanwhile LG advised to
follow the best practices from other cities
like Mumbai, Chennai, Banglore for
management of Covid-19  cases 
in Delhi.
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Noting that the patients of
spinal cord injury are at a

higher risk of contracting
Covid-19 virus, Indian Spinal
Injuries Centre (ISIC), a pre-
mier super specialty hospital in
the city, has urged the patients
to keep themselves in isolation
to avoid getting infected of
Coronavirus as their bodies
cannot respond to bacteria
and viruses like a normal per-
son can.  

Dr HS Chhabra, Medical
Director of Indian Spinal
Injuries Centre said that
immunosuppression,  the
body’s response to bacteria
and viruses, is the main con-
cern. Besides, some of them
may develop other medical
conditions or infections that
can further complicate the sit-
uation, he said.

“Spinal cord injury
patients, irrespective of their
age, battle immunosuppres-
sion -- the way their bodies
respond to bacteria and virus-

es is not as strong as a normal
person because of decreased
natural and adaptive immuni-
ty and reduced levels of mole-
cules which participate in
immune function and wound
healing,” he said.

Besides, some of the com-
plications of spinal cord injury
patients further compound the
problem.  Urinary tract infec-
tion is a condition that more
commonly affects the individ-
uals who are catheterised --
they are at a higher risk of entry
of viruses and bacteria into the
sterile urinary system. Open
pressure ulcers/sores are anoth-
er avenue for viruses and bac-

teria to enter the body,
Chhabra, said.

For patients of spinal cord
injury, he suggested to perform
three deep breaths followed by
a cough at a minimum of four
times a day to clear debris that
enters the lungs. If you have an
incentive spirometer from your
hospital or rehabilitation stay,
now is the time to use it if you
can.

“Many individuals with
higher-level spinal cord injury
use their mouths to assist with
activities. You will need to
stop doing this when outside of
your home as the mouth is a
major way for COVID-19 to
enter your body,” he said.

“Hydration is always
important. Due to bladder
programs, it can be difficult to
take in more water than you
are allotted. Do not overwhelm
your system but try to take just
an extra sip of water every hour
when awake. This will create
an increase in hydration in
your body without much effect
on your bladder program,” he
said.
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Three armed robbers held a
Delhi police constable

hostage at gunpoint and robbed
him of �1,500, I card, Security
card, Pan card, ATM card,
Driving licence, Adhaar card,
Voting card and Mobile phone.

Police said the incident
took place at 6.15 pm next to
Rajpura village in Pataudi. The
miscreants fled away after
snatching his Maruti Suzuki
Breeza and other valuable
items.

According to the com-
plaint filed by Rishiraj, a resi-
dent of Kosli in Rewari district,
the incident took place when he
was heading towards his office
in Delhi.

Soon after the incident,
the constable made a PCR call.
A case under relevant sections
of the Indian Penal Code (IPC)
including Arms Act has been
registered against the three
unidentified robbers at the

Pataudi police station.
‘We are trying to trace the

accused persons on the basis of
CCTV footages. A team of the
Pataudi police station investi-
gating the matter from all pos-
sible angles. They will be
arrested soon,” said Subhash
Boken spokesperson of the
Gurugram police.

Sources said the constable
is posted with a senior minis-

ter’s residence security for the
last few years. He has been stay-
ing at Kosli in Rewari district
with his family. ‘I am lucky that
the robbers did not kill me, as
they were carrying pistols and
knives. However, they held me
hostage around 15-20 minutes
and took away with my car and
other belonging. They also
attacked me with a pistol butt,”
the victim told the police.

Apart from this, The
Gurugram district on Tuesday
recorded 164 fresh coronavirus
cases. Gurugram currently has
1,677 corona positive patients
admitted in different hospitals
while the total number reached
2,329. While 643 have been
cured and discharged.

"We are receiving frequent
cases in Gurugram. It is a con-
cern for us. We are working
hard to contain spread in lim-
ited places. On Tuesday, 64
patients recovered from ill-
ness and they were discharged
from hospital,” said a senior
health official.
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Indian Railways has operated more than 4,347
Shramik Special services and ferried approx-

imately 60 lakh persons to different States since
1st May.

The Ministry said that State Governments
have been informed that the railways will con-
tinue to provide Shramik special trains within
24 hours after the demand is received from the
States. 

“Railway Ministry has requested State
Governments to indicate their requirements
about Shramik Special Trains and see that pro-
jected demand for movement of residual per-
sons by rail mode is well chalked out and deter-
mined,” it said.

Chairman of Railway board had written let-
ters to the States on 29th May and 3rd June on
the subject and emphasised that “Indian
Railways will provide the desired number of
Shramik Special trains immediately within 24
hours of the request.

“Today also a letter has been sent to Chief

Secretaries of the States emphasizing the same,”
it added.

“Indian Railways is committed to continue
providing comfortable and safe movement of
migrants through Shramik special trains as
required by states, '' the ministry said.

The ministry also assured that it will pro-
vide additional Shramik Special trains for any
requirement given in future also. “Railways will
meet any additional demand that may arise over
and above the projections given, at a short
notice,” it added.
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One more staffer of the
New Delhi Municipal

Council (NDMC) died of
Covid- 19 on Tuesday.  At least
63 staff members of the civic
body have been 
infected with four deaths
reported so far.

A senior NDMC official
said that a total of 63 cases have
been reported till now from the
New Delhi Municipal Council
(NDMC). Out of these, six
people have recovered and 53
are still active, he said. “Among
the 56 cases, while four have
recovered, 50 cases are active
as of now,” he said.

The first death in the
NDMC was reported on June
1, while the second on June 3.
Two more deaths reported
later, taking the total number
to four till Monday, the officials
said.

The official said that the
civic body has set up a "Staff
Welfare Cell“as a part of wel-

fare measures to deal with the
pandemic and to facilitate
treatment and make all the
necessary assistance available
for its Covid-19 positive staff.

The composition of the
“NDMC Staff Welfare Cell"
includes eight members such
as Director (Welfare) as nodal
officer, assistant labour welfare
officer as assistant nodal offi-
cer among others, he said.

“The welfare cell is also
assigned the responsibility for
sharing details of Covid-19
cases of New Delhi Municipal
Council (NDMC) employees
with state nodal welfare offi-
cers. It will disseminate all rel-
evant information relating to
Covid-19 to all  officers
through their head of depart-
ments.

“It will also be responsible
for arranging psychological
counseling, moral support and
experience sharing with infect-
ed employees and their fami-
ly members through director
(medical Services),Charak
Palika Hospital .
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Delhi Police Commissioner
SN Shrivastava on Tuesday

felicitated a group of children
belonging to different schools
in Delhi for their commendable
job in distributing face masks
and sanitisers along with a
Delhi police unit amid 
lockdown.

In order to appreciate the
act of the children, the
Commissioner of Police called
them in his chamber at police
headquarters.  “The children
who were on forefront in dis-
tributing masks and sanitisers
are  Shounak Malhotra, Arhaan
Mukherjee, Aayushi Khanna,
Tanush Sawhney, Puranjay
Chawla, Manomay Ghoshal,
Pia Prasad and Darsh Prasad,”
a senior police official said.

The official said that dur-
ing the initial stages of lock-
down, it was felt that there are
many who cannot afford masks

and sanitisers to avoid infec-
tion. “A group of students came
together and started distribut-
ing it to not only migrants but
to commoners as well. They
also educated people about
precautions needed to be taken
during the crisis and to avoid
getting infected with a life-
threatening virus,” he said.

“Importantly, these stu-
dents also distributed it all to
police staff deployed at various
corners of the city. These chil-
dren along with staff of the vig-
ilance unit of Delhi Police pro-
cured and distributed 2000
litres of hand sanitiser, 12000
masks and 8000 face shields by
travelling extensively across
the city, has really touched
many hearts,” he said.

Besides giving the chil-
dren letters of appreciation, the
Commissioner also gave them
coffee table books on Delhi
Police and the Delhi Police
mementos. 
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Delhi Health Minister
Satyendar Jain on Tuesday

said that the current doubling
rate of Covid-19 in Delhi is 14
days so the national Capital as
per that estimation will see over
56,000 cases by the end of next
two weeks.

The Health Minister said
that the expert committee,
which was set up by us earlier,
has said that the doubling rate
is 14-15 days and currently the
city has recorded 28,936 cases
in total so by the end of two
weeks, it is estimated to rise to
56,000.

Jain said that Delhi and
Mumbai are big metros which
are facing a heavy brunt of the
virus. "In the private hospitals,

nearly 50 per cent of people
come from outside, and in the
Government hospitals of Delhi,
nearly 70 per cent of people
come from outside,” he said.

“During the lockdown in
both private and Government
hospitals, the occupancy of
people from outside was 10 per
cent and only the planned
surgeries were happening. This
could have been continued for
some time but the Lieutenant
Governor was not agreed to
this. The Delhi Government is
working relentlessly but such a
decision will bring a lot of chal-
lenges to us as well as to the
people of Delhi," Jain said.

The number of coronavirus
cases in the national capital
crossed the 28,000-mark with
1,282 fresh infections, while the

death toll climbed to 812 on
Sunday.

Barring June 1, when Delhi
saw a spike of 990 cases, it has
been recording over 1,000 fresh
cases every day from May 28 to
June 7, the highest being 1,513
on June 3.

A total of 51 fatalities were
reported on June 6, the Delhi
health department bulletin said
on Sunday, adding that deaths
took place between May 8 and
June 5.

There are 17,125 active
cases while 10,999 people have

either been cured or discharged
or have migrated.

Jain claimed that cases
weren't much in neighbouring
cities. On the order issued to
private hospitals on schedule of
charges and if any price cap-
ping policy is being planned, he
said, "We are going to first
examine the schedule of
charges that we have asked
from hospitals."

In an order issued to all
private hospitals identified for
the purpose of treating
COVID-19 patients, the Delhi
government has asked them to
provide their schedule of
charges for treatment of the
virus to the Directorate General
of Health services, Delhi and
the same is also to be displayed
at conspicuous places in their

hospitals.
On the order to depute a

senior nursing officer in private
hospitals, the Delhi Health
Minister said this was done as
there were complaints coming
that people were being denied
admission or beds not being
made available.

Jain also said, on the Delhi
Corona App, nearly half of the
8,500 beds are showing as
vacant. But we will need
15,000-17,000 beds in 14-15
days as cases will rise.

"While beds at some pri-
vate hospitals may be exhaust-
ed, no complaint has come
about any shortage of beds at
our hospitals like LNJP
Hospital, GTB Hospital and
Rajiv Gandhi Super Speciality
Hospital," he claimed.
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Senior Congress leader Ajay
Maken has moved the

National Human Rights
Commission (NHRC) on
Tuesday seeking directions to
the Delhi and the Central
Government to reserve 70 per
cent of the available beds in the
hospitals.

As of now only eight per
cent of total available beds in
the National Capital are being
utilised to treat Covid19
patients, he claimed.

“It is extremely painful to
see that only 12 per cent of the
Delhi Government, eight per
cent of the Central
Government institutions and
seven per cent of the private
hospital beds are presently
occupied and prepared to treat
Covid patients. Moreover, in
the Delhi Government hospi-
tals, even around 70per cent of
dedicated beds are vacant,” he
said.

Citing Delhi health bul-
letin, he said it indicates that 27
out of every 100 patients being
tested is COVID positive.
“Delhi should not open up fur-
ther unless the positivity rate
per 100 tested comes down to
less than 10 per cent,” he said.

Maken was accompanied
by advocate Aman Panwar,
spokesperson of AICC Sunil
Kumar, Chairman of legal and
human rights department
(Delhi Congress) and party
Delhi unit vice-president
Abhishek Dutt.

Maken said that the Covid-
19 positive and suspected
patients are running from hos-
pital to hospital to get them
admitted but being turned
down admission by the hospi-
tals. “Delhi has a robust hos-
pital health infrastructure to
tackle the crisis but still 70 per
cent of dedicated beds in hos-
pitals of the Delhi government
are vacant. While on one hand

the residents of Delhi are strug-
gling hard to fetch a bed in
times of Corona crises,” he
said..

Maken requested the
NHRC to issue ‘appropriate’
directions be given to Delhi
government to ensure that
those suffering from
Coronavirus and in need of
beds must be given admission
without any further hardship.

He also submitted that
Delhi Government has 38 hos-
pitals. “Out of these, 33 hospi-
tals are not accepting COVID
patients as only five out of 38
are designated Covid-19 hos-
pitals,” he added. 
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With Covid-19 fast spread-
ing its tentacles across

the country, the Union Health
Ministry has deployed high-
level multi-disciplinary central
teams for 50 high Coronavirus
loads districts and municipal
bodies in 15 States and Union
Territories (UTs) to help the
health authorities provide tech-
nical support for containment
and facilitate the management
of the contagion.

The States and UTs where
these teams have been
deployed include Maharashtra
(7 districts or municipalities),
Telangana (4), Tamil Nadu
(7), Rajasthan (5), Assam (6),

Haryana (4), Gujarat (3),
Karnataka (4), Uttarakhand
(3), Madhya Pradesh (5), West
Bengal (3), Delhi (3), Bihar (4),
Uttar Pradesh (4) and Odisha
(5). 

The teams comprise two
public health experts, epi-
demiologists, clinicians and a
senior Joint Secretary level
nodal officer for administrative
handholding and improving
governance.

These teams will work in
the field and visit health care
facilities to support the State
health department in the
implementation of contain-
ment measures and efficient
treatment and clinical man-
agement of cases within the

districts and cities.
In order to ensure better

coordination, quick action on
the ground, and adoption of a
more granular strategy, it is
proposed that these districts
and municipalities should reg-
ularly remain in touch with the
central teams which are already
coordinating with the states.

"Such frequent interac-
tions would further strength-
en the surveillance, contain-
ment, testing and treatment
related action on the ground,"

the Ministry said.
The central teams will

assist the states and UTs in
addressing some of the chal-
lenges faced by their authori-
ties such as testing bottle-
necks, low tests per million
population, high confirmation
rates, high testing confirmation
rate, risk of capacity shortfall
over the next two months,
potential bed shortage, grow-
ing fatality rate, high doubling
rate and sudden spike in active
cases.
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The World Health
Organization (WHO) has

asserted that the spread of
Covid-19 by an asympto-
matic person appears to be
less likely, an observation
that has been questioned by
the health experts who feel
that asymptomatic cases may
be adding to the pandemic
which has caused havoc
across the world infecting
over 75 lakh people in just six
months.

Dr Maria Van Kerkhove,
head of WHO’s emerging
diseases and zoonoses unit,
said while asymptomatic
spread can occur, it’s not the
“main driver” of new infec-
tions.

Initial evidence from the
earliest outbreaks suggested
that the SARS-CoV-2 virus
could spread by a person
showing no symptoms.
However, WHO officials now
say that it is not the way of
infections, although there
are instances of asympto-
matic patients transmitting
the virus to others particu-
larly in nursing homes and in

household settings.
“From the data we have,

it still seems to be rare that an
asymptomatic person actu-
ally transmits onward to a
secondary individual. It’s very
rare,” Dr Kerkhove said,
adding that more research
and data are needed to “truly
answer” the question of
whether the coronavirus can
spread widely through
asymptomatic carriers.

Kerkhove said the WHO
is now relying on data
obtained through contact
tracing even as she urged
governments to focus on
detecting and isolating infect-
ed people with symptoms, as
well as tracking anyone who
might have come into contact
with them.

However, Prof. Rajinder
K Dhamija,  Head of
Neurology Department, Lady
Hardinge Medical College
and SSK Hospital, Delhi does
not agree with the WHO
observation.

“The WHO statement
that transmission of
SARSCOv2 by asymptomatic
individuals raises many
issues and questions the

health policy of testing, con-
tact tracing and isolation.”

Prof Dhamija pointed
out that the WHO has made
this observation based on
one Chinese’s study of 300
asymptomatic Covid-19
patients in Wuhan which
were found to be non-infec-
tious.

“Our understanding is
that asymptomatic Covid
patients which comprise as
high as 30 per cent of Covid
patients along with pre symp-
tomatic patients are impor-
tant in spread of disease.
Our demographic situation,
population density and many
household members sharing
rooms and washrooms places
us altogether in a different
situation and we have to
focus on asymptomatic and
pre-symptomatic individu-
als to mitigate the virus trans-
mission.

“Moreover there has been
instances in US and
Singapore where asympto-
matic transmission has
occurred. 

We need more data to
answer the question of
asymptomatic transmission
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Following requests by par-
ents, teachers and other stake-

holders of school education, the
Centre on Tuesday said that it is
considering reducing the syllabus
and school hours for the current
academic session, hampered due
to the continuing corona pan-
demic lockdown.

HRD Minister Ramesh
Pokhriyal ‘Nishank’ said that
the Centre is “planning to reduce
the syllabus and instructional
hours for schools in the next aca-
demic year.'' 

“In view of the current cir-
cumstances and after receiving
a lot of requests from parents and
teachers, we are contemplating
the option of reduction in the syl-
labus and instructional hours for
the coming academic year,”
Pokhriyal said in a tweet.

“In view of the current cir-
cumstances and after receiving
a lot of requests from parents and
teachers, we are contemplating
the option of reduction in the syl-
labus and instructional hours for
the coming academic year,”
Pokhriyal added further.

The HRD Minister also
invited suggestions from teach-
ers and educationists in this
regard and asked them to tag
their posts with
#SyllabusForStudents2020 on
social media.

The tweets from the HRD
Minister came following a meet-
ing with the state education sec-
retaries led by Anita Karwal,
Secretary of School Education
and Literacy, HRD Ministry a
day earlier.

During the meeting, topics
like health and safety of students,
hygiene measures and issues
related to online or digital learn-
ing were discussed.

It may be noted that the
countrywide lockdown to curb

the spread of the COVID-19
pandemic has derailed the aca-
demic schedule in all educational
institutions. With the number of
coronavirus patients increasing
day by day, the Narendra Modi
government had ordered the
closure of all educational insti-
tutions on March 16 which was
followed by a nationwide lock-
down on March 25. 

“States are still figuring out
how to deal with the disruptions
in the schedule. Many states have
passed their school and even col-
lege students without conduct-
ing exams. Some universities
have resorted to online classes
and exams to keep the academ-
ic calendar running. As the
lockdown further encroaches
the academic schedule and with
a decision yet to be made on
reopening educational institu-
tions, students and parents have
been demanding a reduction in
syllabus,” said a senior HRD
Ministry official.

A couple of days earlier
Delhi Deputy Chief Minister
Manish Sisodia pitched for a 30
per cent reduction in syllabus for
all grades to make up for the loss
caused by the COVID-19 pan-
demic and advocated reopening
of schools with reasonable pre-
cautions. In a letter to the HRD
Minister, Sisodia asserted that
since people need to learn to live
with coronavirus now, it would
be better if the already existing
learning spaces like schools, take
up that role.

Noting that online teaching
can only complement learning in
schools and not replace it, the
Delhi Education Minister said, it
would be a “historical blunder”
if the “opportunity” is let to pass
by not trusting schools with a
bigger and bolder role, which is,
to prepare children for better and
responsible life and not just for
a few lessons of their textbooks.
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To meet the demand of saf-
fron and hing (asafoetida)

in the country, which are
imported from other coun-
tr ies ,  the Institute of
Himalayan Bioresource
Technology (CSIR-IHBT) and
the Department of
Agriculture, Government of
Himachal Pradesh, have
forged strategic and imple-
mentation partnership based
on their mutual strengths to
increase the production of the
two.

Saffron and Heeng are
the most valuable spices of the
world and widely used in
Indian cuisine since time
immemorial. 

In India,  the annual
demand for Saffron spice is
100 tons per year but its aver-
age production is about 6-7
tons per year. 

Hence, a large amount of
Saffron is being imported.
Similarly, there is no produc-
tion of heeng in India and
currently about 1,200 tons of
raw heeng worth �600 crore

is  being imported from
Afghanistan,  Iran,  and
Uzbekistan.

The CSIR-IHBT partner-
ship is expected to provide
immense benef its  to
Himachal Pradesh by way of
increased farm income, liveli-
hood promotion, and rural
development. 

To faci l itate this  
development, a number of
steps will be undertaken such
as transfer of innovations by
means of capacity building,
skill development, and other
extension activit ies  of
prospective farmers and offi-
cers of the Department of

Agriculture.
“Introduction of these

crops will reduce the import.
CSIR-IHBT will provide tech-
nical  know-how to the 
farmers, impart training to
State agriculture department 
officers and farmers, and set
up corm and seed production
centres of Saffron and heeng,
respectively, in the State,” said
Dr Sanjay Kumar, Director,
IHBT.

At present, about 2,825
hectares of land is under cul-
tivation of Saffron in Jammu
and Kashmir. 

IHBT has developed the
production technology for

Saffron and introduced its
cultivation in non-tradition-
al areas of Himachal Pradesh
and Uttarakhand.  The
Institute has also developed
tissue-culture protocol for
the production of disease-
free corms.

The Palampur-located
Institute has introduced six
accessions of heeng from Iran
through the National Bureau
of Plant Genetic Resources
(NBPGR), New Delhi, and
standardized its production
protocols under Indian con-
ditions. 

Heeng is a perennial plant
and it produces oleo-gum
resin from the roots after five
years of plantation. It can be
grown in unutilized sloppy

land of cold desert region.
“Besides providing tech-

nical support for the achieve-
ment of physical targets of the
project, we will also under-
take technical supervision of
Saffron production areas.
Exposure visits of farmers
will also be done. A total of
750 acres of land will be cov-
ered under these crops in the
state in the next five years,
said Dr. Kumar.

Dr.  R .  K.  Koundal,
Director of the Department of
Agriculture, Government of
Himachal Pradesh, said that
this project will enhance the
livelihood of the farmers and
will benefit the state and
country. “This programme
will improve the farmer well-
being of the farmers by pro-
viding better  income
prospects and the state will be
benefited by cultivation of
these high-value crops” he
said.

A state-of-the-art tissue-
culture lab will be established
for large-scale production of
quality planting material of
these crops. 
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to guide policy of mitigation and
planning for other public health
measures,” said the doctor. 

Earlier, a report from the US
Centers for Disease Control and
Prevention cited the ‘potential for
pre-symptomatic transmission’ as
a reason for the importance of
social distancing to reduce the
spread of virus.
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The Election Commission
of India (ECI) on Tuesday

announced biennial elections
to seven Karnataka Legislative
Council seats will be held on
June 29. The membership of
Naseer Ahmed, Jayamma,
M.C. Venugopal, N.S. Bose
Raju, H.M. Revanna, T.A.
Sharavana and D.U.
Mallikarjuna will expire on
June 30.

The results  wil l  be
declared by 5 pm on June 29
itself after counting of votes as
the council membership of
seven MLAs is expiring on
June 30 and the Commission
is determined to complete
the whole election process
before it.

The ECI has announced
the poll time from 9 am to 4
pm.

Based on the inputs
received from Karnataka
Chief Election Office, the
ECI will issue the poll notifi-
cation on June 11, with nom-
ination papers to be submit-
ted by June 18.

The scrutiny of nomina-
tion papers will be done on
June 19 and the last date of
withdrawal of candidature
will be June 22, said the
Commission.

In a statement, the ECI
said that close monitoring of
the whole process by appoint-
ing observers will be done to
ensure free and fair elections.

The commission also
directed the state Chief
Secretary to depute a senior
officer to ensure that the
extant instructions regarding
COVID-19 containment 
measures are complied with
while making arrangements
for the conduct of the elec-
tions.
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With neither the Central
Hall of Parliament nor

the Vigyan Bhawan plenary
hall large enough to seat all the
Parliamentarians while main-
taining a minimum social dis-
tancing norm of one metre, the
Presiding Officers of both
houses — Lok Sabha and Rajya
Sabha — are learnt to have
been exploring options of hold-
ing a “hybrid” session of
Parliament or a virtual one.

Sources said that Vice
President M Venkaiah Naidu
and Lok Sabha Speaker Om
Birla reviewed the circumstances
of conduct of the Monsoon ses-
sion regarding which in their last
meeting had directed to look
options for proceedings of Lok
Sabha in the Central Hall of the
Parliament while Rajya Sabha in
the lower house. The monsoon
session of Parliament is normally
held in the month of July.

The hybrid session would
allow some MPs to be present
physically in Parliament with the
remaining ones attending it vir-
tually. Sources said one of the
options discussed is to enable
attendance in the Chambers of
both the Houses of only those
many members who can be
accommodated according to
social distancing norms by
drawing up lists of such mem-
bers whose participation in var-
ious items of business is required
on a daily basis.

At the meeting convened by
Naidu and Birla, the secretary
generals of both houses are
learnt to have told the presiding
officers that neither the central
hall nor the Vigyan Bhawan ple-
nary hall have a seating capaci-
ty to accommodate all MPs
together. The meeting was con-
vened to review various options
for holding the ensuing mon-

soon session of Parliament.
Briefing Naidu and Birla on

various possibilities, the secre-
tary generals reported the out-
comes of their assessment of
seating capacity in the Chambers
of both the Houses, the central
hall of Parliament and the ple-
nary hall of Vigyan Bhawan.

They informed that while
the Rajya Sabha Chamber can
accommodate about 60 mem-
bers as per the norms of social
distancing, the Lok Sabha
Chamber and the central hall are
adequate enough for a little
over 100 members.

They said even if the mem-
bers were to be accommodated
in the galleries, the total seating
capacity would be much less
than the required, if all members
were to be accommodated.
Naidu and Birla directed the two
top officials to examine in detail
various issues related to enabling
virtual participation of members
in the proceedings of both hous-
es.

This includes the maxi-
mum capacity available for
enabling such virtual participa-
tion of MPs, feasibility of
enabling participation of mem-
bers as per the rules of business
of both the Houses and other
technical issues. Regarding vir-
tual meetings of the parliamen-
tary committees, it was
explained that any change in the
rules concerning such meetings
required a motion to be carried
in both the Houses of
Parliament.

The Parliament officials also
informed the presiding officers
of certain other limitations if the
central hall and Vigyan Bhawan
were to be used for the session.
These included non-availability
of air-conditioned facility dur-
ing the day in the Central Hall
and problems of enabling simul-
taneous interpretation 
service.
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Congress leader Priyanka
Gandhi Vadra on Tuesday

demanded that Uttar Pradesh
Chief Minister Yogi Adityanath
must take responsibility in the
matter relating to the appoint-
ment of 69,000 teachers and
take “strong action”with trans-
parency to ensure justice is
done.

The Congress has been
strongly raising the issue after
the Allahabad High Court on
Wednesday stayed the
appointment of 69,000 assis-
tant basic teachers in the state
and Priyanka Gandhi on
Tuesday interacted through
video conferencing with peo-
ple who competed in the
examination.

Noting that media reports
have pointed to a “massive
fraud” in these examinations,
Priyanka Gandhi, speaking
via a video link on Facebook
after the session, said that
since she started working in
Uttar Pradesh, she has
observed that in these types of
examinations, instances of
cheating, corruption and fraud
have been found.

“I want to ask that if these
exams have been carried out
in a transparent manner, why
are people getting arrested. If
the government is saying that
there is a problem in one
centre then arrest the persons
from there but why are issues
cropping up again and again,
why are students worried over
it, why are they hassled, why
do the rules keep changing,"
she said.

If change is not demand-
ed, then this will become the
norm, Priyanka Gandhi said.
"The UP government is
already thinking that no mat-

ter if there is a scam or cor-
ruption, nobody should raise
their voice. They are adver-
tising that cases will be
slapped against those who
raise their voice," she alleged.

“So, either we stay quiet or
we raise our voice and
demand accountability from
the government. The UP
Chief Minister must tell us
whether he is taking respon-
sibility or not. Strong action
must be taken with full trans-
parency. This is about the
future of the State," the
Congress leader asserted.

"Mr chief minister these
are your kids also. We must
together in a constructive
manner find a solution and
this is not about politics. This
is about the future of a gener-
ation," she said. “This is hap-
pening in your government.
Take action with transparen-
cy, be it nullifying the exam,
or carrying out a thorough
probe. What has hurt me the
most is that the voice of these
students is also not being
heard. Why are you suppress-
ing the voice of these stu-
dents," she asked.

Priyanka Gandhi assured
those who competed in the
examination and are affected
by the alleged irregularities
that she will raise her voice
against injustice and stand
with them in their struggles.
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Kolkata: Even as the number of corona cases in
India leapt up by the day, the Bengal Government
which had on Monday opened up its private and
public sector units on Tuesday issued new guide-
lines regarding prevention of corona pandemic
in work places.

According to Health Department sources the
employees running fever or showing any other
symptoms need not come to the offices. Besides
not more than 10 people would sit in one room
where the tables would be kept at least two metres
apart. The State Government was functioning with
70 percent staff strength.

The employees residing in the containment
zones need not report for work, sources said
adding the sanitization norms would have to be
strictly adhered to.

The stricter norms in general Government
offices apart the police have taken special mea-
sures at the State secretariat Nabanna where the
Chief Ministers vehicles would be kept separat-
ed from the other vehicles. Her drivers too would
not be allowed to mix up with others.

The same treatment will be given to the vehi-
cles used by the Chief Secretary and Home
Secretary, sources said. PNS

%���������������
#�,&&�/

Tamil Nadu saw an unprece-
dented increase in the

number of persons testing pos-
itive for covid-19 on Monday as
21 persons succumbed to the
pandemic on a single day. 

The medical bulletin issued
by the Government of Tamil
Nadu stated that 1,685 persons
tested positive for coronavirus
on Monday (the highest
recorded number till date since
the pandemic was reported in
the State for the first time in
February).

The bulletin also said that
34,914 persons have tested
positive in the State till date
though the number of active
cases as on Monday was 16,
279.

A total of 5.93lakh persons
have been tested till Monday

for the pandemic while on
Monday 12, 421 persons were
tested. With 21 persons breath-
ing their last on Monday, the
death tally reached 307. All but
one death were reported from
Chennai.

As 1,242 persons out of the
1,685 tested positive on
Monday were from Chennai,
the Metropolis remained the
Achilles Heel of Tamil Nadu.
The adjoining districts of
Changalpattu and
Kancheepuram tested 158 and
32  respectively. Thiruvallur
district saw 90 persons testing
positive for the pandemic.

Out of the 21 persons who

died on Monday, five were
without comorbidities while
the remaining 16 had comor-
bid conditions. (This means
that death of five persons was
because of the impact of coro-
navirus while the others had
serious medical ailments along
with covid-19.

The State Government
itself is not sure whether the
number of patients would
come down in the near future.
While arguing for the
Government against the Public
Interest Litigation seeking post-
ponement of Class 10 exami-
nation (which has been since
cancelled by the Government)
the advocate general Vijay
Narayan told the Madras High
Court on Monday that scientist
and medical doctors have pre-
dicted that the Covid situation
would worsen in the State,
crossing the two lakh mark.  
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TThere was no let up in the
number of persons getting

tested positive for covid-19 in
Kerala even as the State’s business
establishments like shopping
malls were thrown open to the
general public on Tuesday.

According to a release issued
by the Government of Kerala, 91
persons tested positive for the
pandemic on Tuesday while the
number of hotspots in the State
reached 158.

The release said more than
two lakh persons were under
observation in the State. As on
date, there were 1,231 patients
undergoing treatment for covid-
19 across the State. Though
churches and mosques decided
to keep their doors shut and
asked the believers to pray from
homes, the temples under the
control of the State Government

opened their doors for devotees
giving rise to a political contro-
versy.

The Government controlled
Devaswam Boards that admin-
ister the temples in the State
decided to keep the temple doors
open as per the orders issued by
the Central Government, said
Kadakampalli Surendran,
Kerala’s Minister in charge of the
Devaswam Boards. But K
Surendran, president of Kerala
BJP lambasted the Kerala
Government for discriminating
the temples while keeping away
from the affairs of the churches
and mosques.

“The church and mosque
managements had the freedom
to decide when to open their reli-
gious places of worship while the
Hindus have no such right in
Kerala. Isn’t this discrimina-
tion,” asked Surendran while
speaking to reporters at the cap-
ital city of Thiruvananthapuram.
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That Nattarivu (Malayalam for
local system of knowledge) is

effective and powerful than many
modern science and technology has
been proved by the people in Tamil
Nadu’s Pudukottai and Dharmapuri
districts. The Covid-19 virus has
failed to make any inroads into
these districts thanks to the tradi-
tional preventive system being fol-
lowed by the local population. They
have made it mandatory for people
in the villages to wash their hands

and feet with water boiled with
turmeric and neem before they enter
their homes.

The medical bulletins issued by
the Government of Tamil Nadu
every evening is a documentary evi-
dence substantiating the effectiveness
of the age old utility of turmeric and
neem.

A recent incident that took place
in a Kancheepuram village speaks
about the alertness of the local resi-
dents towards the spread of coron-
avirus and how they have stopped the
virus from entering the villages
despite the absence of any elected

representatives from the local bod-
ies. Indira, working as a casual work-
er in Chennai returned to her village
in Kancheepuram with bags of rice
and groceries which she has pur-
chased for her parents and other rela-
tions.

Since there was no public trans-
port, she had hired a mini-lorry to
transport the materials to the village.

She had told her employer that
she would be back only by the
evening after spending a few hours
with her close relations whom she has
not met since the lock down was
ordered. 
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Amidst growing demands for the
postponement of the Class 10

examination scheduled to begin on
June 15, Tamil Nadu Government
on Tuesday announced the cancel-
lation of the examination itself.

Chief Minister Edappady
Palaniswamy announced the can-
cellation of this year’s Class 10 pub-
lic examination for the Secondary
School Leaving Certificate (SSLC)
and the pending examinations of

Plus One course in view of the coro-
navirus pandemic.

Addressing the people of Tamil
Nadu through television news
channels, the chief minister said
that the public examinations for
SSLC and the pending examina-
tions for Plus One Course were
scheduled to take place between
June 15 to June 25. The
Government has been making
arrangements for conducting these
examinations.

“In the present situation,
Corona infection is continuously

increasing in Chennai and in some
districts.  Health experts are of the
view that the infection may not
come down in the near future.
Hence, considering the requests of
the parents and the infection situ-
ation, the government has decided
to protect the students from infec-
tion and hence taken the decision
to cancel the above examinations,”
said the chief minister.

He also announced that all the
students would be promoted with-
out examination. “80 per cent of the
marks will be given based on the

marks the students scored in quar-
terly and half year examinations
while 20 per cent of marks will be
given based on their attendance,”
said Palaniswamy.

The Madras High Court which
was hearing a series of PIL seeking
the postponement of the examina-
tions had asked the Tamil Nadu
Government on Monday to submit
a detailed report by Thursday
about the arrangements whioch
have been made by the
Government for the safe conduct of
the examination.
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The Confederation of Indian
Alcoholic Beverage

Companies (CIABC), has
urged Bihar Chief Minister
Nitish Kumar to allow liquor
trade in the State in a “con-
trolled and responsible man-
ner”.  

The letter written by
Confederations Director
General Vinod Giri also urged
the CM to allow opening of
liquor shops in urban areas
(municipal bodies) besides per-
mitting on-line sales/ home
deliveries like many other states
are doing. It was also request-
ed the State Government to
allow sale of liquor products
only above a price point to

ensure only those who have
means can buy it, Giri said
while stating that the govern-
ment should allow state-based
alcohol producers to freely pro-
duce and export from the State.

The Bihar Government
had on April 5, 2016 banned
the manufacture, trade, storage,
transportation, sale, consump-
tion of liquor, including Indian
Made Foreign Liquor (IMFL),
and made it a punishable
offence for those violating the
Bihar Prohibition and Excise
Act 2016 which was amended
in 2018.  The confederation-
whose members include most
major Indian companies which
manufacture and market their
product range in India and
abroad- has written a letter to

the CM urging him to permit
liquor trade in the state.

“As a responsible Industry
Association, we understand
and concur with your objective
of saving the poor from unwar-
ranted social and economic
effects of alcoholism. “Taking
note of Bihar Governments
stated goals of saving states
poor from ill-effects of alco-
holism, and at the same time
getting necessary tax revenues
so vitally needed to fight coro-
navirus spread,” Giri said.

He came out with a set of
recommendations mentioned
above for the State Government
that mainly incorporated the
demand to open liquor trade
“in a controlled and responsi-
ble manner”.  

Bengaluru: Karnataka on
Tuesday registered more Covid
recoveries than positive cases,
even as 161 new infections
raised the states tally to 5,921,
an official said here.

“New cases reported from
Monday 5 p.m. to Tuesday 5
p.m. 161,” said a health official.

On Tuesday, 164 patients
got discharged, similar to
Monday when there were more
discharges than positive cases.

On Monday, 387 dis-
charges were recorded com-
pared to 308 positive cases.

Of the new cases, 91 were
domestic returnees, which is
less in proportion compared to
other days.

Of the domestic returnees,
84 persons or 92 per cent came
from Maharashtra with 
domestic travel history, a trend
consistent for quite a few days
now.  IANS
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Three more coronavirus positive patients
died in Srinagar while only 61 fresh cases

were detected on Tuesday, recording a sig-
nificant decline in total cases across Jammu
& Kashmir. On a positive note, 182 patients
recovered and were discharged from differ-
ent hospitals. 

According to the media bulletin,  three
patients died in Srinagar taking the death toll
due to Covid-19 to  48 while 61 new cases
of coronavirus were detected on Tuesday tak-
ing the total tally to 4346 cases while active
positive cases recorded were 2792. 17 sam-
ples tested positive in Jammu and Kashmir
recorded 44 new cases.

So far, 1506 patients have been dis-
charged from different hospitals in Jammu
and Kashmir. On Tuesday 29 patients recov-
ered in Jammu and 153 were discharged from
different hospitals in Kashmir valley.
According to a media bulletin, a total num-
ber of 2.35 lakh samples have been tested in
Jammu and Kashmir while 2792 patients
have been kept in hospital isolation. 
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Brihanmumbai Municipal
Corporation (BMC), which

has been waging a most chal-
lenging battle against Covid-19
for the past three months, suf-
fered a major jolt on Tuesday,
as its Deputy Municipal
Commissioner Shirish Dixit
succumbed to coronavirus,
within hours after he tested
positive.  

Fifty-five-year old Dixit,
who was BMC’s Deputy
Municipal Commissioner
(Special Engineering) and
Chief Engineer (Water Supply
Project), died at his Mahim res-
idence in south-central
Mumbai the early hours of
Tuesday. The BMC made a for-

mal announcement about
Dixit’s death later in the day.

An asymptomatic, Dixit
had attended the office on
Monday after learning that he
had tested positive. “After going
home, he had his dinner and
slept. He might have died of
cardiac arrest in sleep,” a senior
BMC official said, quoting his
family members.

Dixit is survived by his wife
and daughter. His tragic death
has turned the focus onto the
grim battle being waged by the
BMC against Covid-19 ever
since the pandemic broke out
in the early second week of
March.  Official sources said
that as on June 9, as many as 55
BMC employees have died of
Coronavirus, while more than

1712 employees have tested
positive for the pandemic.

Incidentally, Dixit’s death
occurred on a day when
Mumbai recorded 58 more
deaths and a staggering 2,336
fresh infections – which took
the total deaths in the metrop-
olis to 1638, while the total
infected cases rose to 51100.

Considered one of the most
skilled and talented engineers in
the BMC, Dixit was  instru-
mental in implementing many

major water supply projects in
and around Mumbai during his
career spanning over 33 years.

Dixit played q key role in
setting up of jumbo Covid-19
care Facilities at NESCO-
Goregaon in north Mumbai
and National Sports Club of
India (NSCI) at Worli in south-
central Mumbai which togeth-
er have provided nearly 3000
Covid-19 beds in the metrop-
olis.

Among the major water
projects he executed were
Central Vaitarana project,
Bandhup water works and
Water purification plant and
the project involving laying of
15 km-long underground
pipeline from Gondvali to
Bhandup water works complex.
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Brihanmumbai Municipal
Corporation (BMC) on

Tuesday ordered a probe into
the mysterious death of a
Covid-19 patient, who had
gone missing earlier from a
hospital and whose body was
found a few kilometres away
from the hospital.

Having taken cognisance of
the incident, Mumbai Mayor
Kishori Pednekar visited B R.
Ambedkar Shatabdi Hospital in
Kandivli in north Mumbai,
from where the patient had
gone missing.  Talking to media
persons after visiting the hos-
pital for assessment of the sit-
uation, the  Mayor ordered an
inquiry into the incident.

Describing the incident as
“unfortunate”, Pednekar said:
“To begin with, a Covid-19
patient goes missing from hos-
pital and then his body is
found. I have asked the author-

ities to look into the incident.
We will also seek police help in
the matter”.

The incident relates to a
80-year old man, who was
admitted to the hospital on
Saturday after he tested Covid-
19 positive.  By then, his fam-
ily members had already been
quarantined.

On Monday, the old man
went ‘missing’ from the Covid-
19 ward at on Monday but later
in the day his dead body was
found near Borivali station.
The body was subsequently
brought back to the same hos-
pital as an ‘unidentified’ person.
The relatives of the family
identified the body as that of
the missing old man.

The Mayor’s inquiry move
came after BJP’s state Vice-
President Kirit Somaiya alleged
that there had been at least half-
a-dozen such incidents of bod-
ies missing from hospitals or
morgues in the last few days.
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Maharashtra continued to
be in the vice like grip of

coronavirus on Tuesday, as
120 more people died of Covid-
19 and 2,259 positive for the
pandemic in various parts of
the State. With fresh deaths and
infections, the total number of
deaths mounted to 3,289, while
the total infected cases jumped
to 90,787.

After taking into account
the total number of deaths so
far  and 42,638 patients dis-
charged from various hospitals
ever since the outbreak of pan-
demic in the State, the state
health authorities pegged the
number of “active cases” in the
state at 44,849.

Of the total deaths,
Mumbai accounted for 58,
while there were 16 deaths in
Pune, 13 deaths in Thane, 10 in
Aurangabad, six in Mira-
Bhyandar, three each in Panvel
and Nashik, two each in Vasai-
Virar, Solapur and Akola and
one each Navi Mumbai,
Ratnagiri, Amaravati and
Nagpur. In addition, one per-
son from Madhya Pradesh died
in Nagpur.

Out of the 120 dead,  80
were men while 40 were
women. Sixty two of them
aged were over 60 years, 47
were from the age group 40 to
59 years and 11 were aged
below 40 years. “Ninety one out
of 120 patients (75.8%) had
high-risk co-morbidities such
as diabetes, hypertension, heart
disease,” a state health bulletin
said.

There have been a total of
1509 deaths in Maharashtra
during the previous 14 days.
On May 26 (Tuesday) the state
had witnessed 97 deaths, while
there were 105 deaths on May
27, 85 deaths on May 28, 116
deaths on May 29 and 99
deaths on May 30, 89 deaths on
May 31, 76 on June 1, 103 on
June 2, 122 on June 3, 123 on
June 4, 139 on June 5, 120 on
June 6, 91 on June 7, 109 on
June 8 and 120 on June 9.
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The violent protests that
have engulfed the US in
the aftermath of the bru-
tal murder of a Black
man, George Floyd, by a

White Minneapolis police officer,
Derek Chauvin, were marked by
some extraordinary visuals. Of
course, some malevolent forces
trickled into the protests, driving
both the looters and criminals. It is
extremely likely that the sight of
looting and the viral videos on
social media of high-end stores
being vandalised and looted will be
beneficial for US President Donald
Trump in the presidential election
scheduled later this year. However,
Trump’s penchant for making wild-
ly inappropriate comments, coupled
with Democratic contender Joe
Biden maintaining a relatively stu-
dious silence, may still change the
outcome. 

But sitting in India, without
much knowledge about contempo-
rary American history, it is difficult
to know about institutionalised
racism and how poor race relations
remain over there. The fact is that
most Indians, indeed most global
tourists and business persons who
travel to the US, usually visit cos-
mopolitan cities, the likes of New
York, Boston, Los Angeles, San
Francisco and Chicago. For a casu-
al observer, seeing the tremendous
success of some African-Americans
— from former US President Barack
Obama to the many, many such peo-
ple who dominate professional
sports such as basketball star LeBron
James and the many actors like
Morgan Freeman with an omnipo-
tent voice, Beyonce’s dulcet tones and
the scientific genius of Neil deGrasse
Tyson — one would wonder why
Black men and women do not
receive acceptance across the nation.
Popular culture would make an out-
sider believe so. 

One could rightly wonder why
is it that at a time when America is
sending astronauts into space in
nearly a decade, other parts of the
nation are burning? Comparisons
between happenings in the late
1960s, when the American Apollo
mission was in full swing and when
racial riots broke during the civil
rights movement, with that of the
“crew dragon” mission and race riots
happening today are telling. The only
thing missing today is high-profile
political assassinations; Black civil
rights leader Martin Luther King, Jr
and Democratic presidential con-
tender Robert F Kennedy were shot
dead during that time frame. We

should be grateful that things
have not become so bad this time
around. 

Now, I must clarify, I have
spent a lot of time in the US
(indeed the last country visited by
me before the virus shut down
everything) as a traveller, visiting
various parts of that great and
vast nation, both along the coasts
and even the interiors, including
the “Deep South.” I haven’t stud-
ied there. However, I have a
strange and fascinating interest in
“American” football. Being a bit
of a war nerd, I spent a lot of time
reading about some of the battles
of the US Civil War that took
place between the Northern
“Union” States and the Southern
“Confederate” States. This was a
fascinating war, the first mecha-
nised one of sorts that gave por-
tends to the tactics used in the
killing fields of World War-I.
However, this is my perspective.
It might seem infantile to some
but this is what I believe sitting
half a world away. 

In India, what we learn
about the US Civil War — with
a few sentences being accorded
to it in our school textbooks —
is that it was fought between the
progressive “North”, which was
against slavery, and the pro-slav-
ery “Southern” States. The
“North” found a great political
leader in Abraham Lincoln,
who signed the emancipation
declaration, thus freeing all the
slaves. After much bloodshed,
the “North” finally won and all
was well with the world. This is
the end. Go through the histo-
ry textbooks, I’m sure this is a
better explanation than many
others. 

Wars, in general, are too

complex, not just because of the
fighting but on account of the
causes, too. Occasionally, there
can be an overall societal accep-
tance that one side had a com-
pletely horrible cause; World
War-II and Nazi Germany being
examples. Now, modern
Germany has eviscerated Nazi
symbols. One can be charged for
celebrating Nazi leaders or sell-
ing Nazi memorabilia in
Germany today. In general, the
German political leadership has
accepted that their predecessors
between 1930 and 1945 did
something terrible even before
the Jewish Holocaust. It is not as
if the Germans have forgotten
about the war. Indeed, some of
their Generals, such as Erwin
Rommel, famously known as the
“Desert Fox,” are fondly remem-
bered, partially because of their
opposition to Adolf Hitler. 

It would, therefore, seem
logical to believe that the side that
precipitated, fought and lost a war
over the cause of keeping human
beings enslaved should have suf-
fered the same fate as Nazi
Germany. Of course, one can
make arguments like “degrees of
evil” and all that but as an out-
side observer, it is extremely
puzzling that instead of that, the
US celebrates the rebels. It cele-
brates the Confederate Flag in
popular culture. Television shows
and subsequent movies like The
Dukes of Hazzard had a Dodge
Charger, the “General Lee”, with
the Confederate Flag painted on
its roof. Even a cursory car fan
would have heard of this car. 

Talking about “General Lee”,
Robert Edward Lee, the man
who led the Confederate Army
of Northern Virginia, is remem-

bered in America as a hero even
though he defended a lost cause.
Lee was a great tactician but he
did lead his army to a devastat-
ing loss at Gettysburg. The man
who beat him, General Ulysses
S Grant, one who became the US
President soon after and one who
is as brilliant a tactician and
leader as Lee, is not remembered
fondly. Thankfully this is chang-
ing today. 

A lot of this has happened
due to a number of reasons.
Many Americans, particularly
from the former Confederate
States, remember the war as one
about “States’ Rights” in a feder-
al structure. And not as a war that
had as its underlying cause the
defence of basic human dignity,
the fact that no man should be
owned by anyone else.
Something that one hopes that no
matter what your current polit-
ical affiliation today, you can
agree with. 

Although when one delves
into it at a deeper level, he/she
would realise the complexities
and contradictions that hap-
pened on both sides many years
ago. In today’s increasing simplis-
tic age where nuanced arguments
have withered away, it is easier to
remember this as a war where the
“rights” of States were trampled
upon rather than remembering
it as a war of conscience because
it makes some Americans feel
nicer about their forefathers.

There is no doubt that the
US has made some great strides
but one can easily question
whether a person of colour could
become the top elected official in
any other Western nation. Yes, to
this day, there are doubts whether
Obama could have won if he did

not have a White mother and was
raised by his White mid-western
maternal grandparents but he
was a two-term President. Even
then, the killings of Black
Americans by White police offi-
cers or even White civilians,
who saw the Blacks as a threat,
continued with little or no judi-
cial prosecution. Take the case of
Trayvon Martin, a 17-year-old
Black school student, who was
shot dead by a White man,
George Zimmerman, in “self
defence”, an argument that was
even accepted by the court. 

The sad fact is that there are
countless other such incidents —
the famous Rodney King case in
Los Angeles where nothing hap-
pened to the police officers who
brutally beat the eponymous
Black man.

Sure, the police in America
is a highly militarised and trigger-
happy force. It does have the right
to defend itself in violent situa-
tions. That said, there are a dis-
proportionate number of Black
men, who are killed by the police
in America. It is also a fact that
within the police forces, there’s an
inadequate representation of
Black people. Institutionalised
and accepted racism in the police
forces, for the reasons outlined
above, too, exists. 

However, do not think that
the irony of someone from
India talking about police “bru-
tality” is lost on this writer. This
is a country where State-sanc-
tioned “encounter killing” is
celebrated by many with evi-
dence that such “encounters”
have been biased against minor-
ity communities for decades.
This is a country where extra-
judicial murder of rape-murder
suspects in Hyderabad just a few
months ago was celebrated by all
and sundry on social media.
This is also a country, where
much like the US, the poor and
those from the minority com-
munity are often jailed for years
by a slow, inefficient and corrupt
criminal justice system. The
need for police and criminal jus-
tice reforms have been felt for
years. One should not use the
shield of what is happening in
the US to pretend that India is
any better. 

As long as the US continues
to celebrate the Civil War as one
where States fought for their
“rights” rather than uphold an
abhorrent system, things will
really not change. Having spent
time in both Georgia and South
Carolina, it is painfully clear to an
outside observer, a man of colour
like myself, that things are unlike-
ly to change anytime soon. No
matter how much people protest,
casual discrimination is ingrained
in the minds of many, just like it
is back home. 

(The writer is Managing
Editor, The Pioneer)
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Sir — It is a proud moment for
the country that noted lyricist
and screenwriter Javed Akhtar
has become the first Indian to
receive the Richard Dawkins
Award for advancing human
progress, critical thinking and
humanist value. After hearing
the news of the prestigious
award, Akhtar said that he never
looked for validation because he
did not doubt his views but it is
certainly special that a huge
institution noticed his writings.

Akhtar’s wife and noted
actor, social activist and former
parliamentarian Shabana Azmi
said the win matters especially
in the current times where “sec-
ularism is being attacked by reli-
gious fundamentalists.” Akhtar
is known for voicing his opin-
ion on a range of socio-political
issues, including CAA, public
policy, secularism and commu-
nism in society. Already a recip-
ient of the Sahitya Akademi
Award, Padma Shri and Padma
Bhushan, the present achieve-
ment is another feather in
Akhtar’s well-decorated cap.

Bidyut Kumar Chatterjee
Faridabad

	�����������

Sir — That the Supreme Court
had to intervene to direct the
Government to safely transport
the migrants to their States
confirms the fact that the latter
failed in handling the situation.

Numerous stories about the
travails of workers and the
Government’s claim that no
one died for want of food and
water are half-truths. This is a
national crisis that should be
top priority.

Priyank Desai
Via email
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Sir — The opening up of malls,
hotels and places of worship
even as the country has seen a
tremendous spike in the num-
ber of cases is an indication that
we are coming to terms with liv-

ing with the virus. Standing at
the crossroads, we have to
decide between lives and liveli-
hoods. Both can be ensured,
provided social distancing and
personal hygiene protocols are
faithfully complied with. 

Satparna Bhattacharya
Via email
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Sir — The Supreme Court’s
order asking the Centre and
States to transport the migrant
workers to their homes in 15
days has come as a big relief for
labourers. But beyond this,
there’s much in store for them.
Millions of workers have already
gone back to their villages,
acute labour shortages are being
felt across industries. Finding
workers will be a tough task in
the near future. Operational
costs of businesses will likely see
a spike. Firms may have to shell
out higher wages to make them
stick around. This should help
raise their welfare levels.

Prathna
Via email
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While the rest of India and its neighbour
Bangladesh might enjoy a full moon,
the night of the poornima (full moon)

with a luminescent lunar sky full of romantic
fantasies in the Sunderbans, on both sides of the
border, spells doom, death and destruction these
days. After the fierce cyclone Amphan hit West
Bengal, Odisha and Bangladesh on May 20, the
huge delta region and the largest mangrove area
in the world was hit the hardest, putting more
than four million human lives on the edge yet
again. 

The West Bengal Government alone esti-
mated that the damages caused by the cyclone
were to the tune of �1 lakh crore. And in
Bangladesh, there were reports of tens of thou-
sands of homes damaged or destroyed and many
villages submerged by storm surges in low-lying
coastal areas like Khulna and Satkhira.

Most of the people in the Sunderbans live
on the abysmal margins of the economy in con-
gested ghettos across this beautiful landscape
surrounded by water and dense green forests,
with the man-eating Royal Bengal Tiger and
crocodiles a constant threat, even in the so-called
buffer zones. Every time a destructive cyclone
or storm begins to form in the turbulent
waters of the Bay of Bengal, due to the increas-
ing high surface temperature of the sea, it trig-
gers fierce cyclones, often catastrophic, like the
cyclone Aila, which hit Bengal and the
Sunderbans earlier. Despite the ravages being
witnessed in the destruction of water bodies,
forests and the expanse of the mangrove green
belt due to man-made construction and appro-
priation of forest land, it is the Sunderbans which
bears the brunt of these fast-moving, high-speed
cyclones, mostly protecting the mainland and
the plains in the rest of Bengal and Bangladesh
by assimilating the wind and stopping its
speed. 

Repeated appeals by environmentalists and
experts to stop big thermal power projects and
other forms of construction activity have fall-
en on deaf ears. Protests in Bangladesh against
a recent coal-based thermal power project with
Indian assistance in the Sunderbans, and that
too almost in the core area, have not yielded any
results as yet. Protests have been literally
banned in Bangladesh and activists in Khulna
told this reporter two years ago that even peace-
ful demonstrations or pamphlet-distribution are
not allowed by the Bangladesh Government.

This is despite the fact that top professors
and eminent citizens in Khulna and Dhaka
University have repeatedly given evidence to the
Government that the entire green zone of this
ecological hotspot and a world heritage location
is being seriously threatened, so much so that
even the Royal Bengal Tiger will be forced into
displacement. Even journalists are not allowed
to enter the area and report, close to Khulna.

Indeed, the tide is a regular feature in this
undulating expanse of backwaters, rivers and
water bodies across the cluster of many islands,
some doomed to disappear and some which
reappear as new, tentative spaces of human civil-
isation. This is almost like the areas close to the
Brahmaputra river in Assam after the annual
floods, which destroys and submerges vast tracts
of land and forests, numerous villages and
human habitations. 

Now, locals say, when the tide arrives on a
full moon night, those who are living in tarpau-
lins under makeshift shelters surrounded by
water, will yet again be doomed as the waters

will rise, submerging their fragile
homes.

Volunteers and journalists, howev-
er, say that the West Bengal
Government and the local administra-
tion, after initial lethargy, have moved
in with great speed to undertake relief
operations in the aftermath of the
cyclone Amphan and the destruction
it left behind as thousands of trees were
uprooted in the gales and electricity
and telephone lines brought down and
houses flattened. Many of Kolkata’s
roads are flooded and its 14 million
people were left without power for days
after the cyclone.

But after the initial hiccups, the
entire Public Distribution System
(PDS) has been effectively activated
and rice, pulses and other essential
commodities are being given in the
ration shops. Several independent
doctors and health workers have
moved in from Kolkata to help the
locals, as they did after Cyclone Aila
hit the Sunderbans. 

Besides, the Government, stu-
dents, young professionals, voluntary
groups and others have collected food,
medicines, torches and so on and are
reaching out to areas where relief has
not reached. Anustup Roy, a young
freelance photographer in Kolkata,
for instance, organised all his friends
and well-wishers and moved into
many areas like Mohanpur and
Sandeshkhali with relief material. 

The Jadavpur Commune of the
Jadavpur University in Kolkata, which
has been relentlessly working in the
most remote parts of Kolkata provid-
ing dry  rations, cooked food, sanitis-
ers and medicines to cops, slum
dwellers, homeless people, vendors and
others since the lockdown, moved in
from day one and travelled to
Sunderbans to provide relief. 

The Bengal Relief Committee, in

the first instance, almost immediate-
ly called for relief materials, such as tar-
paulins, clothes, sanitary napkins, dry
food, bottles of Zeoline, camphor,
torches with batteries and so on. 

They clearly stated that they want-
ed 10x12 feet tarpaulin sheets as a basic
requirement. Several national  and
international NGOs have joined this
effort by the Bengal Relief Collective,
which also comprises students and
teachers, including from JNU and
other campuses. They used local fish-
ermen, boatmen and others to move
into north and eastern Sunderbans.
They used launch boats while initial-
ly stocking the relief material at
Hasnabad and Kwakdip. 

It has been weeks since cyclone
Amphan ravaged the Sundarbans, and
yet the trail of destruction it left
behind is stark. Many islands, where
people subsist on fishing, farming
and catching crabs, are still submerged
under saline water, which rises and
recedes with every tide, finding its way
inland through broken embankments.
Where flood waters have evaporated,
tall trees with decaying leaves and rav-
aged farms and fields stand testimony
to the excessive salt which has left large
swathes of land barren, unfit for agri-
culture for at least the next few years. 

Almost all mud houses are broken
— some have only a section of a wall,
some just the pillars, and some, noth-
ing at all except for a few broken, bat-
tered pieces of wood from frames.
People in Sagar and Patharpratima
islands said the fury of the storm was
so massive, asbestos sheets and tiles of
roofs were flying like birds.

Almost all of the Sundarbans is still
under complete darkness. Electric
poles and wires lie strewn around arte-
rial roads, making movement of traf-
fic difficult. Repair work began this
week but electricity workers on ground

said many of their colleagues have trav-
elled back home during the lock-
down, resulting in labour shortage,
which would certainly delay restoration
of power. 

Almost everywhere, panchayat
pradhans and politicians are missing
in action — people in several islands
said they have not seen them even once
since the lockdown began. In some vil-
lages, panchayat members have begun
collecting identity documents from
people who have lost homes and
farms, so that they can be paid the
compensation announced by the State
Government. But allegations of corrup-
tion have also begun to surface at the
same time.

In some cases, ruling party cadres
are accused of allegedly threatening
Opposition party supporters who try
to access relief or speak about corrup-
tion in relief disbursal. The BJP has
done little on the ground except spread
discontent against the State
Government. 

Several civil society groups like
Bangla Sansktiti Mancha and Amphan
Relief Network, NGOs like Mukti,
Prameya and Praajak and individuals
with near and dear ones in the
Sundarbans have been working tireless-
ly through these last two weeks, distrib-
uting dry ration, tarpaulins, water,
medicines and cooked food through
community kitchens in numerous
islands. “The big relief is that the
Government is moving in with the
public distribution system, distribut-
ing rice and basic food to the
marooned locals. One hopes that this
relief moves at a war-footing in the days
to come,” said a journalist reporting
from 24 Parganas. 

(Sengupta is a senior journalist. The
article is co-authored by Aritra
Bhattacharya reporting from the
Sunderbans)
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Elections for 24 Rajya Sabha
seats, spread across 10 States,
will be held on June 19. These

biennial polls are crucial for both the
BJP and the Opposition. Rajya
Sabha members are indirectly elect-
ed by MLAs of State Assemblies and
the political parties win seats accord-
ing to their strength in the Assembly.

The BJP is moving towards a
workable majority in the Rajya
Sabha where the Congress-led
Opposition had an upper hand till
now, owing to its numerical strength.

Because of this, it was able to block
a number of Bills and controversial
laws that the Government wanted to
pass. 

Dominating both the Houses is
essential for the Narendra Modi
Government to complete its core
agenda. While the Prime Minister
has strengthened himself by winning
a larger number of seats in the 2019
Lok Sabha polls than it did in the
2014 elections, the majority is still
eluding the BJP in the House of
Elders.

Emboldened by his
Government’s success in the second
term, the Prime Minister would have
pushed through his party’s agenda
like the Uniform Civil Code, popu-
lation regulation measures and so on
had not the deadly Coronavirus hit
the country and the world.

The NDA needs 122 for a major-
ity in a 245-member House and cur-
rently the ruling party is function-

ing with the support of  regional par-
ties from the South and  Eastern
India. Fearing the Government’s
investigating agencies, vulnerable
leaders facing cases like Mulayam
Singh, Mayawati and so on,  have
also reluctantly supported  contro-
versial Bills like the Triple Talaaq,
repeal of Article 370 and so on in the
past. The BJP’s game of “divide the
Opposition” has worked well for the
Government. Most crucial Bills were
passed in the last one year due to lack
of Opposition unity. So, why are
these biennial elections important?
It is the Upper House that enables
the Government to get smooth
transaction of business done if it has
the majority. Every new seat counts.
The BJP is very close to the goal of
obtaining majority but the pace is
quite slow. In the forthcoming polls,
both the Congress and the BJP may
win some seats and lose others. 

Smaller parties like the

Samajwadi Party (SP), the Bahujan
Samaj Party (BSP) and the Left out-
fits are slowly fading away in the
Rajya Sabha. 

Other regional parties like the
Aam Aadmi Party (AAP), YSRCP
(Yuvajana Sramika Rythu Congress
Party), the Telangana Rashtra
Samithi (TRS) and others have
gained more ground. 

Currently, the BJP is the single-
largest party in the Rajya Sabha with
75 seats, followed by 39 of the
Congress, 13 of the Trinamool
Congress (TMC), nine each of the
All-India Anna Dravida Munnetra
Kazhagam (AIADMK) and Biju
Janata Dal (BJD), eight of the SP,
seven each of the TRS and the
Dravida Munnetra Kazhagam
(DMK), five each of the Janata Dal-
United (JD-U) the Communist Party
of India-Marxist (CPI-M), the
Rashtriya Janata Dal (RJD), four
each of the BSP and Nationalist

Congress Party (NCP), three each of
the Shiv Sena, the Shiromani Akali
Dal (SAD) and so on. With allies, the
AIADMK, the JD (U), SAD, Asom
Gana Parishad (AGP), the Bodoland
People’s Front (BDF), Sikkim
Democratic Front (SDF) and the
Republican Party of India (A), the
National Democratic Alliance
(NDA) is at 104, including three
nominated MPs and four
Independents, which support it.

The BJP has also made some
artificial gains by luring Congress
leaders like Sanjay Singh and Neeraj
Shekhar, thereby reducing the
strength of the Congress in the
Upper House. The real challenge for
the Opposition is the lack of floor
coordination to take on the Treasury
Benches. 

What is worrying is the trend of
using defection for winning the
Rajya Sabha seats. Look at what is
happening in Gujarat. Close to the

polls last week, three Congress
MLAs resigned even as the Congress
accused the BJP of poaching on its
legislators. 

The Congress has taken them to
resorts and kept them in a camp.
After the resignation of the three
MLAs, the Congress Party’s strength
in the 182-member Assembly is now
only 65. The resignations will hurt
the Congress’ prospects of winning
the second seat.  Unfortunately, this
defection game has become the
norm in the last few years with leg-
islators. This is not the spirit of the
Constitution or the anti-defection
laws passed by the Parliament. In
fact, the law came about in order to
put an end to the “aya Ram, gaya
Ram” (here today, gone tomorrow)
culture and to preserve the party sys-
tem.  But in practice it is misused.  

The MPs themselves make laws
and then defy them as per their con-
venience, as we have seen many

times. People elect MPs to represent
them in Parliament but after getting
chosen they try to change parties for
personal gains. This defection game
is played out often and this time, too,
there will be no exceptions. 

The electorate needs to check
this kind of political culture.
Legislators, who act in unscrupulous
ways, should be voted out in subse-
quent elections. The anti-defection
law needs to be looked into again by
the lawmakers and reformed. There
should be a provision to recall the
elected representatives. 

In short, there is need for elec-
toral reforms on many things includ-
ing transparency in funding and so
on. There are many reports on elec-
toral reforms that are lying with the
Government and these must be
implemented. But for this, a strong
political will is needed. 

(The writer is a senior 
journalist)

4������������
��5��� 2�������� 2�����#����
&$�'�� '��( )*�'�+�'����)��#�,��' #�'�-�'(���$ �� '��#*%).�/%�$��$����0�� )���$����(1���2��%(+#�(�)�����31��-�'��$%��� ���'�).�+�#%�%, #�/%##�%��)�����

��/0�����6�*��3

��������������������� ��������� �!�!�

&&&+(�",)�"�!���+��#

�'�����*+��#�

���(����1�,(
�"�%�%

.��"��������'�����	 ��������	���)�	'��!�����	��
���"	��������D����"��������������)�"���'��� �	


���������
���������������	����)������/#�;



'�����9��������������������� ��������� �!�!�

� �����N�����������������
��""	��� �	
������@
*	D���
�����	���D��������
��D�	"
����	 ������	��I�����
#	D��I93������
�����������
�����������!
�)�����
"���"
�  	�������	�������"	������
D��������	��	
��������!	��
������������$�%����	
"��������
	��%����������������!�����
���	�������	 ������'���
����	���������������������@�����
���)��!�������D�	"
����	 ��

	�	�	��������	��������
���
�!�����������	�	��D����$

� %�����������*	D���
����	�
%����������)����'��� �	

"�����	���D����"��
���
���		�����������������	
���		����,�!������ 	������
��

����	������� 		'��!
�	����������"�����"�������
������	����	��
���
�	�	��D������	�������������!
��O����
������ ��D���	��
��������$

� �	��	'��
��!��� �	
���������
	�)�	'��	��%�������'�������
�����*	D���
���������!��
�	'�	'����������	�	��D����
	������)��������������("������!
�	�������	D�������"	������� 	�
����'�'�D��	 ��� ����	���������
;���������"���$����	 �%�������
�	��	'����������������	
	�!�����O�������	����������	
�
	��	�����������	����"������ 	�
���D���!���	�����������������	�
@��!���@	������������	�
�	����$������������	���	�
��)��!�'�)�������!�"����
�����"	�����	��	�����D��!���D�
������ �������'�$

� %����	�	��D�����
�!�����D�
������"������!����#�������
����������!�������������
���	����!��	����D����������
@��		����������������	�
���������
�!���	 ��	�"���
���D��"������������������
��!��������������#����
���
������������"	�����
K������	��L$

� �@��
"	��������I	  ��$�

��	��'	�)��������"���J��
���"�������	�	
����	������
'�������������������	�����	 
��	�������	 �	  �����
���������������	�����������		�
�����!�����"����
��$�%������	�
.�"���
������	����������
%���������"	���������	�
	"����!��"�

��������������!
����������""����������"��$�%��
��
����	 ��D�������	��� �
9�P� �	
���������	�:�
��	�$
��������������89P��	�8$:

��	�$

� #�������"	�����76���'
�	�	��D�������������������!�79
���
"�	
������� ����	����'���
������!�������������!����������
	���������
������#	D��I93
"�������� ���������
����������
	  ����������$�%������
"	����
������'������"	�����	�
�	�������������!��'	���
*���!�	�!�"�	D���������	��
���@�������"�	D���������
&���	���������#	

����	�
�������������������"	��$

3�������
�3�������
�

*#���*#���
������� ����������������������������
�@��� 7�488�5�: 998�6�4
���Q� ��93�663 8��564
;������ 6�5:�7:8 ��967
�0� 7�53�964 64�558
@"���� 7�55��3� 7��98�
/���� 7�8:�:�9 86�468
+��� 9�33��3� :�:�9
*��
��� 9�5��665 5�597

�����,-.�>#���6#

������ ��&*(�'�*
������� '�(1�+�&
����
�����

"�=�=�&'&

����

��
	�B(+���������!���%

����� �/�&/�@���/%���&/�

With virus travel restric-
tions preventing sum-

mer holidays abroad,
Lithuania’s capital is offering a
low-cost alternative by mimic-
king the look and feel of dif-
ferent countries at weekends.

France, Japan and the US
are among the more than half-
a-dozen nations that Vilnius
residents can get a taste of with-
out leaving the Baltic city.

Last weekend Italian music
filled the Old Town, while
local restaurants offered
Mediterranean dishes as green,
white and red flags fluttered
nearby.

Aurelija Baniulaitiene, a
Lithuanian civil servant who
came with a friend to an open-
air restaurant, said the south-
ern European atmosphere
helped her “leave the lockdown

cocoon”.
In the weeks to come, the

theme will change to India, the
United States, France, Spain,
Germany and Japan.

Rasa Kliostoraityte, a trans-
lator who presented three
books by contemporary Italian
writers as part of the initiative,
hoped it would allow “people to
enjoy the Italian spirit without

leaving the city”.
Her husband, Italian-born

singer Mario Di Pasquale, had
mixed feelings before taking his
guitar to the stage near the 17th
century St John’s Church bell
tower that dominates the city’s
skyline. “I had to think if it is
fine to celebrate Italy now,
when it is suffering so much
pain,” the 44-year-old told AFP.

Tokyo: Mira Robotics devel-
oped its “ugo” robot to rein-
force greying Japan’s shrinking
workforce, but as the coron-
avirus threat persists, the
Japanese startup is offering its
machine as a tool in the fight
against the outbreak, the com-
pany’s CEO said.

“The coronavirus has cre-
ated a need for robots because
they can reduce direct contact
between people,” Ken Matsui
told Reuters at his company’s
workshop in Kawasaki, near
Tokyo. “We’ve had inquiries
from overseas, including from
Singapore and France.”

The latest feature of the
remote-controlled or so-called
avatar robot is a hand attach-
ment that uses ultraviolet light
to kill viruses on door handles.

An unprecedented popu-
lation decline that is shrinking
Japan’s workforce by more than
half a million people a year as

well as a reluctance to bring in
foreign labour to fill vacant
positions has spurred robot
development in Japan.

The emergence of coron-
avirus-related demand could
further that work.

Mira Robotics’ Ugo is a
pair of height-adjustable robot-
ic arms mounted on wheels,
operated remotely through a
wireless connection with a lap-
top and game controller. A
range-measuring laser mount-
ed on the base helps it navigate,
while a panel at the top displays
eyes to give it a friendlier
appearance. Agency
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Atop World Health
Organization (WHO)

expert has tried to clear up
“misunderstandings” about
comments she made that were
widely understood to suggest
that people without Covid-19
symptoms rarely transmit the
coronnoavirus.

Maria Van Kerkhove, the
U.N. Health agency’s technical
lead on the virus pandemic,
insisted Tuesday that she was

referring only to a few studies,
not a complete picture, in the
comments she made Monday.

Van Kerkhove’s remarks
on Monday raised confusion
and questions among outside
experts and health officials
who have recommended and in
some places required that peo-
ple wear masks to try to prevent
the virus from spreading.

The “clarification” she pro-
vided during a WHO social-
media chat showed many ques-
tions remain about whether
infected people who don’t show
symptoms of illness such as
fever, dry cough or difficulty
breathing can transmit the
virus to others.

Van Kerkhove said, “What
I was referring to yesterday
were very few studies, some
two or three studies that have
been published, that actually
try to follow asymptomatic
cases.” “That’s a very small

subset of studies,” she contin-
ued. “I used the phrase ‘very
rare,’ and I think that that’s (a)
misunderstanding to state that
asymptomatic transmission
globally is very rare. What 
I was referring to was a subset
of studies.” 

Earlier, disease experts had
questioned the statement by
WHO that transmission of
Covid-19 by people with no
symptoms is “very rare”, saying
this guidance could pose prob-
lems for Governments as they
seek to lift lockdowns.

Maria van Kerkhove, an
epidemiologist and the WHO’s
technical lead on the coron-
avirus pandemic, had said on
Monday that many countries
undertaking contact tracing
had identified asymptomatic
cases, but were not 
finding they caused further
spread of the virus. “It is very
rare,” she said.

“I was quite surprised by
the WHO statement,” said
Liam Smeeth, a professor of
clinical epidemiology at the
London School of Hygiene
and Tropical Medicine, who
added that he had not seen the
data Kerkhove’s statement was
based on.

“It goes against my impres-
sions from the science so far
that suggest asymptomatic
people — who never get symp-
toms — and pre-symptomatic
people are an important source
of infection to others.” 

Smeeth and other experts
said understanding the risks of
transmission among people
with mild or no symptoms is
crucial as governments begin to
ease the lockdown measures
they imposed to try and reduce
the pandemic’s spread and
gradually replace them 
with case tracking and isolation
plans.
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The head of the World Health
Organization (WHO) warned

that the coronavirus pandemic is
worsening globally, even as the sit-
uation in Europe is improving.

At a Press briefing on Monday,
Tedros Adhanom Ghebreyesus
noted that about 75 per cent of cases
reported to the UN Health agency

on Sunday came from 10 countries
in the Americas and South Asia. He
noted that more than 1,00,000 cases
have been reported on nine of the
past 10 days — and that the 136,000
cases reported Sunday was the
biggest number so far.

Tedros said most countries in
Africa are still seeing an increase in
cases, including in new geographic
areas even though most countries on

the continent have fewer than 1,000
cases. “At the same time, we’re encour-
aged that several countries around the

world are seeing positive signs,”
Tedros said. “In these countries, the
biggest threat now is complacency.”
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North Korea said it was cut-
ting off all communication

channels with South Korea on
Tuesday, a move experts say
could signal Pyongyang has
grown frustrated that Seoul has
failed to revive lucrative inter-
Korean economic projects and
persuade the United States to
ease sanctions.

The North’s Korean
Central News Agency said all
cross-border communication
lines would be cut off at noon
in the “the first step of the
determination to completely
shut down all contact means
with South Korea and get rid of
unnecessary things.”

When South Korean offi-
cials tried to contact their
North Korean counterparts via
several channels after the
North’s announcement

Tuesday, the North Koreans
didn’t answer, according to the
South Korean Government. 

North Korea has cut com-
munications in the past — not
replying to South Korean
phone calls or faxes — and then
restored those channels when
tensions eased. North Korea
has been accused at times of
deliberately creating tensions to
bolster internal unity or to
signal its frustration over a lack
of progress in nuclear talks with
Washington.

In its announcement,
North Korea said on Tuesday’s
move was a response to South
Korea’s failure to stop activists
from floating anti-Pyongyang
leaflets across their border. 

“The South Korean author-
ities connived at the hostile acts
against (North Korea) by the
riff-raff, while trying to dodge
heavy responsibility with nasty

excuses,” KCNA said. 
South Korea’s liberal

Government, which seeks
improved relations with North
Korea, said that cross-border
hotlines must be maintained as
they are the basic means of
communication between the
two Koreas. 

The Unification Ministry
said South Korea will strive to
promote peace while abiding
by inter-Korean agreements. 

For years, conservative
South Korean activists, includ-
ing North Korean defectors liv-
ing in the South, have floated
huge balloons into North Korea
carrying leaflets criticising
leader Kim Jong Un over his
nuclear ambitions and human
rights record. The leafleting has
sometimes triggered a furious
response from North Korea,
which bristles at any attempt to
undermine its leadership. 
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As tensions remain high
between Iran and the US,

the Islamic Republic appears to
have constructed a new mock-
up of an aircraft carrier off its
southern coast for potential
live-fire drills.

The faux foe, seen in satel-
lite photographs obtained on
Tuesday by The Associated
Press, resembles the Nimitz-
class carriers that the U.S. Navy
routinely sails into the Persian
Gulf from the Strait of Hormuz,
its narrow mouth where 20% of
all the world’s oil passes
through.

While not yet acknowl-
edged by Iranian officials, the
replica’s appearance in the port
city of Bandar Abbas 
suggests Iran’s paramilitary
Revolutionary Guard is 
preparing an encore of a sim-
ilar mock-sinking it conduct-
ed in 2015. 

It also comes as Iran
announced Tuesday it will exe-
cute a man it accused of shar-
ing details on the movements
of the Guard’s Gen. Qassem
Soleimani, whom the US killed
in a January drone strike in
Baghdad. 

The replica carries 16
mock-ups of fighter jets on its
deck, according to satellite
photos taken by Maxar
Technologies. 

The vessel appears to be
some 200 meters (650 feet) long
and 50 meters (160 feet) wide.
A real Nimitz is over 300
meters (980 feet) long and 75
meters (245 feet) wide.

Houston: George Floyd will be
buried in Houston on Tuesday
two weeks after his death while
being held by police in a
Minneapolis street, and more
anti-racism rallies inspired by
his treatment were set to take
place in the United States and
in Europe.

Thousands of mourners
paid their respects on Monday,
filing past his open coffin at the
Fountain of Praise Church in
Houston, Texas, where Floyd
grew up.

Some mourners bowed
their heads, others made the
sign of the cross or raised a fist.
Many wore face masks to pre-
vent the spread of the coron-
avirus in a service that lasted
more than six hours. The
funeral will be a private cere-
mony and he will buried next
to his mother’s grave.

“I’m glad he got the send-
off he deserved,” Marcus
Williams, a 46-year-old black
resident of Houston, 
said outside. 

“I want the police killings
to stop. I want them to reform
the process to achieve justice,
and stop the killing.”

Floyd, a 46-year-old
African American, died on
May 25 after a white police offi-
cer knelt on his neck for near-
ly nine minutes.

Unarmed and handcuffed,
he lay face down in the street,
gasping for air and groaning for
help before falling silent,
footage filmed by a bystander

showed.
His death unleashed a

surge of protests across the US
cities against racism and the
systematic mistreatment of
black people. Though mostly
peaceful, there have been
episodes of arson, looting and
clashes with police, whose
often heavy-handed tactics
have fueled the rage.

The case also thrust
President Donald Trump into
a political crisis. He has repeat-
edly threatened to order the
military on to the streets to
restore order and has struggled
to unite the nation.

AROUND THE WORLD

Floyd’s death triggered
protests across the globe, par-
ticularly in countries with a his-
tory of colonialism and involve-
ment in the slave trade.

In Britain, thousands of
people of all races rallied in sev-
eral cities over the weekend. In
the port city of Bristol, the stat-
ue of Edward Colston, who
made a fortune in the 17th cen-
tury from trading African
slaves, was pulled down and
dumped in the harbour.

A protest is scheduled for
Tuesday night at Oxford
University to demand the
removal of a statue of Cecil
Rhodes, a 19th century busi-
nessman in southern Africa
long accused of imperialist
exploitation.

Agency
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For the first time in 75 years,
world leaders will not trav-

el to New York for the annual
UN General Assembly session
in September this year due to
the Covid-19 pandemic, the
President of the UN General
Assembly has announced.

The landmark 75th session
of the UN General Assembly is
expected to begin on
September 15 and the first day
of the high-level General
Debate is likely to be on
September 22, according to
SDG Knowledge Hub website,
an online resource center for
news on the UN.

“World leaders cannot
come to New York because they
cannot come as single individ-
uals. A president doesn’t trav-
el alone. We don’t expect there-
fore to have presidents here,”
Tijjani Muhammad-Bande 
said at a news conference 
on Monday.

He said due to the ongoing
Covid-19 pandemic battering
nations across the world, in-
person meetings at the UN
headquarters were highly
unlikely in the coming months.
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Engineering and construc-
tion giant Larsen & Toubro

on Tuesday said it has achieved
a major milestone by manu-
facturing the 1,250 
tonne single largest section of
the world’s largest nuclear
fusion reactor in France, and
the section has been success-
fully placed into a reactor
building there. 

Assembly tools of 1,250-
tonne cryostat were delivered
during lockdown by the heavy
engineering arm of L&T to
ensure the uninterrupted
assembly of cryostat in reactor
pit in southern France. 

Cryostat forms the vacu-
um-tight container surround-
ing the reactor vacuum vessel
and the superconducting mag-
nets and acts essentially as a
very large refrigerator.  

India is among the seven
elite countries funding the $20
billion  International
Thermonuclear Experimental
Reactor programme in
Cadarache. 

This is one of the world’s
largest research project that
seeks to demonstrate the sci-
entific and technical feasibili-
ty of fusion power.

“L&T Heavy Engineering
— manufactured 1250 MT
Cryostat base, the single largest
section of the world’s largest
nuclear fusion reactor, was
successfully lifted and placed
into a reactor building in
France recently, accomplishing
a major milestone in the
nuclear engineering 
world,” the company said in a
statement.
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There is access to sufficient
liquidity and Larsen &

Toubro does not foresee any
impairment requirement to
the carrying values of its asset
due to the pandemic, the com-
pany has said.

The engineering and con-
struction conglomerate has
recently raised �9,000 crore
through long-term debt in
April. It has assessed �1,800
crore impact on its revenue due
to COVID-19 

during the quarter ended
March 31. It had shut down
operations from March 25 in
the wake of coronavirus pan-
demic.

“The company has access
to sufficient liquidity at present,
having raised over � 9,000
crore of long-term debt in
April 2020.

The company also has
unutilised credit lines from
the Financial Institutions to
supplement  its liquid
resources,” as per a company
document.

The short-term invest-
ments are in such instruments
that can be encashed on need,
it said, adding “its strong order
book of over �3 trillion pro-
vides multi-year revenue and
cashflow visibility”.

About ability to service
debt and other financing
arrangements, L&T said it has
a relatively low debt equity ratio
of 0.49:1 as on March 31, 2020.

On assets, it said none of
the assets of the company have
been impacted by COVID-19.
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World stock markets
dropped on Tuesday as

investors appeared to become
more cautious about a recent
rally that has pushed U.S.
Shares to near record highs.

Benchmarks fell in Paris,
London and Tokyo on Tuesday
and U.S. Futures also declined.
Analysts say the recent rally
may be overdone given uncer-
tainties over the pandemic and
economic recoveries. Traders
are awaiting a meeting of the
US central bank this week that
might signal future policy. And
economic data in Europe has
been predictably bad, with
Germany reporting its exports
fell by a quarter in April.

The figures followed data
showing big drops in factory
orders and industrial produc-
tion in Europe’s biggest econ-
omy, underlining expectations
of a sharp economic contrac-
tion in the second quarter.

The market was closed on
Monday for a public holiday.In
Japan, the Government report-
ed that wages fell in April as the
country widened precautions
to fight the coronavirus pan-
demic, causing some business-
es to close or limit their oper-
ations.
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Finance Minister Nirmala
Sitharman on Tuesday held

a review meeting with the
Managing Directors of public
sector banks (PSB) and asked
them to continue reaching out
and lending to MSMEs under
the collateral-free Emergency
Credit Line Guarantee Scheme.

In the video conference,
she also directed the state-run
lenders to try meeting the
credit requirements of other
businesses.

In a tweet, the Department
of Financial Services said: “FM’s
review : PSBs to continue focus
on sanction & reaching out to
eligible MSMEs. To also target
meeting credit needs of other
businesses. #PSBsFor-
A a t m a n i r b h a r B h a r a t
@PMOIndia @FinMinIndia.”

The directive comes a day
after the Finance Minister,
while addressing the FICCI
National Executive Committee
members, clarified that the
Covid Emergency Credit
Facility announced as part of
the Aatma Nirbhar Bharat
package covers all companies
and not just MSMEs.

She also complimented the
banks on their swift response
to the demand for the collateral
free loan and sanctioning Rs
20,000 crore under the
Emergency Credit Line
Guarantee Scheme.

Sitharaman also advised
the banks to maintain proactive
outreach at branch level and
keep the forms for ECLGS
simple and formalities at min-
imum, said another tweet by
DFS.

Washington: The coronavirus
pandemic inflicted a “swift
and massive shock” that has
caused the broadest collapse of
the global economy since 1870
despite unprecedented
Government support, the
World Bank said Monday.

The world economy is
expected to contract by 5.2 per-
cent this year — the worst
recession in 80 years — but the
sheer number of countries suf-
fering economic losses means
the scale of the downturn is
worse than any recession in 150
years, the World Bank said in
its latest Global Economic
Prospects report.

“This is a deeply sobering
outlook, with the crisis likely to

leave long-lasting scars and
pose major global challenges,”
said World Bank Group Vice
President for Equitable Growth,
Finance and Institutions Ceyla
Pazarbasioglu.

The depth of the crisis will
drive 70 to 100 million people
into extreme poverty — worse
than the prior estimate of 60
million, she told reporters.

And while the
Washington-based develop-
ment lender projects a
rebound for 2021, there is a
risk a second wave of out-
breaks could undermine the
recovery and turn the eco-
nomic crisis into a financial
one that will see a “wave of
defaults.”

Economists have been
struggling to measure the
impact of the crisis they have
likened to a global natural dis-
aster, but the sheer size of the
impact across so many sectors
and countries has made that
difficult.

Under the worst-case sce-
nario, the global recession
could mean a contraction of
eight per cent, according to the
report.

But Pazarbasioglu cau-
tioned: “Given this uncertain-
ty, further downgrades to the
outlook are very likely.”

Meanwhile, a group of
American economists who are
the arbiters of when a recession
starts and ends said Monday

the United States entered a
downturn in February, ending
128 months of uninterrupted
growth, the longest streak in
history.

Recessions typically are
defined by several months of
declining economic activity.

But the Business Cycle
Dating Committee of the
National Bureau of Economic
Research (NBER), a non-prof-
it, non-partisan research
organization, called the cur-
rent situation in the world’s
largest economy “unprece-
dented” due to the severity of
the drop in employment and
production, even if it might
turn out to be shorter than
other recessions. Agency
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The Delhi High Court
directed the National

Company Law Tribunal
(NCLT) to not take any coer-
cive action against Rajasekhar
VK, Member (Judicial) pur-
suant to its June 4 office order
asking its Members to join
their new stations of posting by
June 8. 

The High Court in its
order dated June 5 on the peti-
tion filed by Rajasekhar, also
allowed newly posted Member
(Judical) Rajesh Dayal Khare to
intervene in the petition con-
cerning the validity of the
transfer orders of NCLT
Members.

Challenging his transfer
order Rajasekhar said the
NCLT’s transfer order illegal,
malicious, biased, without any
jurisdiction and in violation of
statutory provisions and the
rules of transfers, specifically
Rule 15A of NCLT (Salary,
Allowances & other Terms and
Conditions of Service of
President and other Members)
Rules, 2015. Issuing orders for
status quo and stay orders on
NCLT postings, Delhi High
Court Judge Navin Chawla
posted the case for next hear-
ing on June 12.

Last month, Rajasekhar

had moved the High Court
challenging the transfer orders
issued by BSV Prakash Kumar,
Acting President, NCLT in
April and May. Seeking that an
eligible Member be appointed
as the Acting President, in
place of BSV Prakash Kumar,
the petitioner Rajasekhar had
pointed out that Kumar was
not a High Court Judge and
was thus not eligible to be
appointed as President.

Counsel for Rajasekhar
argued that on the earlier occa-
sion, the request for a status
quo order was not pressed in
view of the Central
Government’s submission that
since the lockdown was slated
to be extended till June 30,
there was no pressure on the
Members to join their new
postings. 

It was Rajasekhar’s griev-
ance that with the dilution of
restrictions on travel, NCLT
had issued an Office Order on
June 4, specifying that the
Members were mandated to
join their new postings by June
8. Advocates Abhijeet Sinha,
Vandana Sehgal appeared for
Rajasekhar.

Meanwhile, Madan B
Gosavi, Member (Judicial) has
also filed an intervention appli-
cation in the petition which is
yet to be heard by the Court.
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Bharti Airtel’s subsidiary
Bharti International

(Singapore) has increased its
stake in Robi Axiata, a telecom
service provider in Bangladesh.

Bharti International
(Singapore), which had a 25 per
cent stake in Robi Axiata,
acquired an additional 6.3 per
cent stake in the company
from NTT DOCOMO and its
group entities, said Bharti
Airtel in a regulatory filing on
Tuesday. The company, how-
ever, didn’t disclose the deal
amount. “Acquisition of the
ordinary shares of Robi from
DoCoMo has been done at
mutually agreed valuation. The
said valuation is non-material
and is not disclosed herein due
to reasons of confidentiality,” it
said. Robi is the second largest
mobile network operator in
Bangladesh and a subsidiary
company of Axiata Investments
(Labuan), which is the sub-
sidiary of the leading Asian
telecom giant, Axiata Group
Berhad, based in Malaysia.
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India’s sovereign rating down-
grade has created six “fallen

angels”, or companies in the
non-financial sector whose rat-
ings have dipped to just one
notch away from being con-
sidered junk, global ratings
agency Moody’s Investors
Service said on Tuesday.

Companies that move
from investment grade catego-
ry to sub-investment grade are
sometimes referred as “Fallen
Angels”.

All these six companies
are state-run enterprises in the
oil and gas sector, and have
USD 1 billion of rated bonds
coming up for repayment till
2021, the agency said.

These six include Indian
Oil Corporation, Hindustan
Petroleum Corporation, Oil
India, Petronet LNG, Bharat
Petroleum Corporation and
Oil and Natural Gas
Corporation, the agency said,
adding that the fundamental
credit profiles of all of them are
intact.  Further ratings action
on the final ratings of these six
state-run oil-and-gas compa-
nies will be driven by a down-
grade of the sovereign rating
and not a deterioration in their
fundamental credit profiles, it
said.
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Benchmark Sensex on
Tuesday tumbled 414

points to settle near the day’s
lowest level due to a broad-
based selloff as an uncertainty
about economic revival amid
mounting COVID cases in the
country hung heavy on investor
minds.

Dropping 855 points from
the day’s high, the 30-share BSE
Sensex closed 413.89 points or
1.20 per cent lower at
33,956.69. Likewise, the 
NSE Nifty ended 120.80 points
or 1.19 per cent down at
10,046.65.

In contrast to Indian equi-
ties, global stocks were broad-
ly upbeat as the lifting of 
lockdowns in many countries
raised investor hopes of a rel-
atively quick global economic
recovery.

On the Sensex chart, ICICI
Bank was the top laggard,
falling around 3 per cent, fol-
lowed by Bharti Airtel, HDFC
Bank, Bajaj Finance, Kotak
Bank and Axis Bank.

On the other hand,
IndusInd Bank, Sun Pharma,
M&M and HDFC were among
the gainers. Of the 30 shares of
Sensex, 21 closed in the red and
9 in the green.  Sectorally, BSE
telecom, bankex, energy, oil
and gas, consumer durables
and finance indices fell up to
3.06 per cent; while healthcare,

realty and FMCG indices
ended with gains. Broader mid-
cap and smallcap indices fell up
to 1%. Analysts believe domes-
tic market succumbed to prof-
it-booking at higher levels as
concerns over rising number of
COVID-19 cases in the coun-
try outweighed the optimism
over reopening of the economy.
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The Indian � on Tuesday
gave up all its intra-day

gains to close 6 paise lower at
75.61 against the US $ in line
with weaker sentiment in
financial markets triggered by
steeply rising coronavirus cases
in the country.

Besides, robust US $
against its key rivals also had an
impact on the domestic
unit.The dollar index, which
gauges the greenback’s strength
against a basket of six curren-
cies, rose 0.42 per cent to
97.02.  The rupee opened at
75.53 against the US $, but
pared the gains to settle at 75.61
against the US $, down 6 paise
over its previous close. During
the four-hour trading session,
the domestic unit saw 
an intra-day high of 75.43 and
a low of 75.61.

On the equity front,  the
benchmark Sensex closed
413.89 points or 1.20 per cent
lower at 33,956.69.
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The Scindia School is leading the way
in terms of innovations and pre-

paredness for the new academic year to
begin in late June 2020. As per plan the
students returned home safely post the
announcement of the lockdown and
the school has been kept free of infec-
tion. The school has also begun online
education for the year. 

The school is also putting process-
es in place that will ensure the complete
safety of children when they return,
including aspects like social distancing
through multiple measures, regular
check-ups, and reduced external entry

to the campus among others.
In a letter addressed to the parents

Jyotiraditya Scindia, President Scindia
Education Society, said: “The school
had to plan and execute a series of
actions in March to do the right thing
for the safety of our children and to
meet Government guidelines as the
COVID-19 pandemic unleashed its
fury. 

In evolving an urgent response, two
objectives were prime to our thinking,
the safety of our children and the
preservation of our educational ethos.
Online classes have begun and their
intensity in quality and effectiveness
will see continuous improvement.”
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Following the out-
break of a world-

wide pandemic, every-
thing from education
institutes to businesses
got shut. This was the
time where people start-
ed getting inclined
towards online courses
Many big tech educa-
tion brands either
slashed the prices of the
courses or made it avail-
able free of cost. 

WAC brainstormed
on creative ways to

answer the aforesaid
problem. What After
College (WAC) is a
platform that creates a
streamlined structure
to understand and eval-
uate the industrial
demands and train the
students. The team
found an innovative
solution to help stu-
dents attain high-level
skills and make them
job-ready. To achieve
this proper skill devel-
opment, proper train-
ing has to be delivered
at this time.

The effects of lockdownis sub-
siding as unlock 1.0 guidelines

surrounded the nation’s popula-
tion. Businesses have started regen-
erating opportunities in the mar-
ket, with a flash memory of stake
downfalls due to the pandemic.
Market is in its evolving stage and
the entrepreneurs having a deep
sense of dealing with such cir-
cumstances, can sustain. Here
comes the role of effective man-
agement planned by a smart entre-
preneur.

Tips and guidelines are already
available on different sites, explain-
ing how to be a good entrepreneur
but things do not work by just
learning to master the art of being
one. Rather we need to practise it
whenever needed. And there can
be no better time than this. The
COVID-19 outbreak and the pro-
longed lockdown trembled many
ambitions and powers. But those
who were able to handle it with
ease, have successfully sustained in
the market.

Entrepreneur is not merely a
linguistic distinction used to dif-
ferentiate from a businessman,
but more like a desire to be that one
day by believing in his own ideas,
their execution without fearing of
the risks.

Where passion is the seed of a
startup, perseverance develops the
final fruit with the help of right atti-
tude and pro-activeness. Even dili-
gent work requires smart efforts.
Here pro-activeness straightly
refers to the ability to work like an
incredible brainy person because
you are not an officious one-eyed
clerk or something.

We are constantly equipped
with multiple ideaswhich needs to
be executed as per our thoughts.
This is where decision making
comes into play. Randomly taken
decisions can’t go anywhere in the
entrepreneurial world. One have to
get into the shoes of a strategist in

order to prepare a defined road
map before taking any decision. 

Informative business models,
not only reduces the stress factor
but also helps in listening to your
intuitions. Nobody follows a leader
who's unable to take wise decisions.
Confident personalities are only a
by product of their choices made
on right moment of time.

Timing is the only parameter
which filters out the best choices
from the rest ones. The greatest
business models can fail if not
takenon right time. Considering
the current unforeseen situation of
the market, even business tycoons
suffered from the economical

tremors, but many of them revived
by taking advantage of their well
developed plans executed on the
right timing.

Your plans can yield favorable
results only if taken on appropri-
ate time. The right moment to
invest your abilities can be sub-
jective depending upon your own
ideology in dealing with your
business model.

The entrepreneurial world is
full of uncertainties. By spending
quality hours in knowing the
nature of market helps in increas-
ing your experiential learning
associated with it.

Knowing further your target
audience and competitorshelps in
defining goal oriented objectives
for your business. Though risks
factors will always stay charged to
hinder your journey, but by learn-
ing to manage them you can bet-
ter decide which ones are worth
taking and which aren't.

It is easy to be an entrepreneur,
but if you want to be an established
and successful one, then you need
to start trusting your skills before
entering the giant market. Only the
persistent ones can sell and stand
up for their ideas.
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From ancient times, human beings
have seen various forms  of
deadly diseases and have been

surviving them. With the dynamic
change in tastes and preferences of
consumers, lifestyle changes, produc-
tion of toxic chemicals, fertilizers, cos-
metics, etc. and the manifestation of
environmental hazards due to indus-
trial operations, novel diseases have
also been rapidly increasing. One
such pandemic which has complete-
ly taken the world by storm is
Coronavirus. It has taken a significant
toll on the lives of lakhs of people
around the globe and is continuing to
do so. 

Due to this schools and colleges
have been shut down and online class-
es are being conducted. These e-class-
es have led to a little inconvenience,
but have also opened new dimensions
of education and innovation. It has
broadened the aspects of digital edu-
cation and given us a glimpse of how
the education sector can revolutionise
for the better. Here are a few trends
that can give us some information
about the futuristic transformation in
the education industry:

Digitisation of education: As
the world is going through a major
lockdown, home-schooling is the
best thing that has happened over
these past months. Many schools
and colleges are taking online classes
and online expert sessions for uni-
versity students are being held exten-
sively. This has brought millions of
students and teachers together on one
platform and is helping educators to
impart knowledge through video
calls. Many video conferencing plat-
forms such as Zoom, Skype, IMO,
Webex Meet are gaining a huge audi-
ence base due to this Internet teach-
ing.

Innovation: The traditional
methods of in-class teaching, cen-
turies-old lecture-based approaches,
institutional biases, and old fash-
ioned classrooms have come to a
standstill due to the coronavirus. On
the other hand, it has become a cat-
alyst for educational establishments to
develop and follow innovative solu-
tions for teaching in a very short time.
In countries like Japan, China,
Lebanon and Africa, many creative
and novice solutions of teaching are
being introduced. Some of the meth-

ods are, providing access to learning
material through live television broad-
casts, Google classrooms, leveraging
online video apps for extracurricular
activities such as exercises, yoga etc.
The invention of 5G technology has
introduced the concept of learning
anytime, anywhere across different
developed countries. Educators and
students are quickly embracing this
concept. Offline and online integra-
tion of teaching modalities and live
broadcasts from educational influ-
encers is the true-lifestyle in the pre-
sent time.

Improving digital skills:
According to a recent study, 96 per
cent of the teachers feel that Covid-
19 has a positive impact on online
education. It is entirely transforming
the process of learning and teaching
between teachers and children. The
use of technology in class means its

integration in lesson plans and meth-
ods. It has made teachers more effec-
tive in utilising technology and
improving their digital skills.
Educators need to maintain their
skills set relevant to the current situ-
ation and stay up-to-date with tech
trends. The use of tools like Google
slides, Microsoft Powerpoint and
Google sheets. has helped teachers to
manage tasks and assignments effi-
ciently. It also helps them to plan
lessons more creatively and interac-
tively.

Accessibility: The biggest advan-
tage of digital learning is accessibili-
ty. As this pandemic has made many
students leave their university hostels
and move to their homes, therefore
online classes have made education
accessible to all students. It is allow-
ing individuals from all over the
world to complete their courses or

training through university portals or
websites.

Environmental impact: As much
negative impact coronavirus has on
the economy right now, e-learning has
that much positive impact on educa-
tion. Top university professors and
education experts are encouraging
sustainable practices and eco-friend-
ly digital learning. eLearning is elim-
inating the need for books, thereby
reducing paper waste. It is thus catch-
ing the interest of younger generations
and is likely to go uphill in the future.

Hence, coronavirus pandemic
has impacted various industries glob-
ally and has brought a change in the
way we work, study, and live. But edu-
cation as a whole is undergoing a
major transformation making e-learn-
ing the need of the hour. 
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In today’s academic scenario, it is no
secret that the popularity of an MBA

is soaring by the year. Gone are the
days where students settled for sub-
standard programmes to improve
their academic profile. Thanks to var-
ious educational portals and the
influence of social media, students are
now more informed in their decision-
making. As a result, B-schools need
to stand out amongst their competi-
tion over multiple factors. A strong
industrial tie-up is one of them.
Here’s how it is beneficial to a B-
school.

Specialised programme by a
top firm: Businesses and B-schools
have a mutual relationship where the
latter provides a steady stream of man-
agement students to the former.
While this informal relationship ben-
efits both parties, many firms usual-
ly raise concerns about the lack of
domain knowledge and requisite
skill-set from the new crop of students.
As a result, top firms offer to provide
tuition in these areas through a spe-
cialised programme. The firm’s top
brass prepares a curriculum that
extensively covers the particular
domain while providing an extensive
range of education in relevant pro-
fessional skills, which will allow stu-

dents to acclimatise to the company’s
work culture. By creating such a
holistic programme, businesses will
recruit students who qualify as fin-
ished products and don’t need any fur-
ther investment in training. 

By collaborating with such firms
and implementing their specialised
programmes, B-schools will stay
ahead of the curve, and blur the lines
between theoretical and practical
know-how. 

Student networking: One of the
primary reasons why students invest
their time and money in an MBA
degree is placements. It assures them
of reaching an elevated position with-
in an organisation after two years of
extensive education in a B-school.
Therefore, by tying up with organi-
sations from different domains, B-

schools can provide quality industry
exposure to its students. 

Moreover, an internship helps stu-
dents build contacts and build a pro-
fessional network. They can positively
use this relationship by applying for
a role in the same organisation or
requesting their seniors to put in a
positive word-of-mouth review about
their work to a different organisation.
It will help them acquire their favored
job role and progress in their profes-
sion excellently. 

Gives credibility to B-schools:
An impressive placement record
allows B-schools to demonstrate the
strength of their industrial tie-ups.
These B-schools can confidently pro-
claim the fact that the best amongst
the industry recruit students from
their campus, and they end up hav-
ing stellar professional careers in
terms of job role and salary. As a result,
these B-schools can position them-
selves as one of the best in the coun-
try. Naturally, students will find the
encouragement and interest to apply
to these B-schools to lead successful
professional careers. Hence, the
admissions of B-schools link heavily
to their industrial tie-ups. 
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Talent500 by ANSR, the
exclusive talent acquisi-

tion partner for Fortune 500
companies in India, has
announced its partnerships
with Coding Ninjas, India’s
premier Edu-tech platform
offering courses in technolo-
gy and skilling, to create
employment opportunities
for aspiring engineers and
tech professionals. 

The strategic partnership
intends to offer placement
opportunities to students and

tech professionals with leading
tech companies.

All successful and quali-
fied graduates will have the
opportunity to apply for exclu-
sive opportunities. Talent500’s
proprietary AI-based algo-
rithms then match candidates’
profiles to job requirements
and select the ones that are the
best fit for the role.

Speaking on the associa-
tion, Ankush Singla, Co-
Founder, Coding Ninjas said:
“We are excited to onboard
ANSR Cooperation as our
Hiring Partners. The collabo-

ration will help us identify the
right opportunities based on
geography with a strong dis-
tribution of our services in the
corporate sector. Together we
hope to bridge the skill gap
between the leading MNCs
and also scale the hiring
process for students in the IT
and technology companies.”

Addressing the collabora-
tion, Vikram Ahuja, Co-
Founder, Talent500, said:
“Coding Ninjas has continued
to be among the foremost
platforms for upskilling and
growth. We look forward to

partnering with them to bring
some of the best opportunities
from Fortune 500 companies
and global industry leaders to
India’s brightest, tech minds,
and help increase access to
opportunity for talent across
the country.”

As part of this partner-
ship, Coding Ninjas with the
help of Talent500’ AI-led
approach to recruiting and
exclusive access to some of the
most aspirational companies
in the world, will create an
unparalleled talent pool of
the best tech aspirants.
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Online education has gained
popularity in the current

COVID — 19 pandemic out-
breaks as the lockdowns have
brought about a paradigm shift
in the academic delivery
method. Virtual education
powered by digital intelligence
has proven to be an optimal
solution wherein learning can
continue unabated. FORE
School of Management brings
its decades of expertise in pro-
viding executive education to
enabling access to its world-
class executive business edu-
cation suite to anyone, anytime,
anywhere. 

The online programmes
are designed for effective learn-
ing, targeted at both individual
professionals as well as corpo-
rate teams. These modules are
taught by the star faculty mem-
bers who have years of acade-
mic and industry experience.
Along with organising various
online programmes, they have

now initiated Online
Management Development
Programmes (MDPs), which
brings digital innovation to
professional education, thus
helping organisations build
individual and team talent
even in a lockdown situation.

The globalised business
environment demands that
managers leverage the most
advanced approaches to per-
form better and contribute
effectively to organisational
objectives. 

Hence, it becomes essential
for managers to continuously
update themselves about
changing business paradigms
and innovative business prac-
tices to stay ahead of the com-
petition. 

To meet this growing need
for training and development
for corporate executives, FORE
has been consistently impart-
ing training on topical issues in
various functional areas of
management for business man-
agers at all levels.
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The Missouri State University (MSU), long-established and
one of the leading universities of the Midwest United

States, has announced plans to start the ‘Fall Semester’ with
a hybrid teaching approach for overseas and domestic stu-
dents from August 17,  2020. 
Considering the CDC (Centers for Disease Control and
Prevention) guidelines, the university is making modifications
to traditional course delivery formats as a response to the
COVID-19 crisis.

Missouri State University has configured and laid out a
detailed plan with the primary goal in preparing classes for the
fall to enhance safety for students, faculty, and staff.  Small class-
es will be moved to larger classrooms to allow for social distancing.
Some large classes will be split between two classrooms with the
faculty member in one classroom with some students and other
students in another classroom participating via the Zoom appli-
cation. While in this period of uncertainty, the university is
embracing this shift as the situation demands providing inter-
national graduate students an opportunity to move forward with
online studies with no further delays. 
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An old social media post by
India pacer Ishant Sharma

lent credence to former West
Indies captain Darren
Sammy’s allegation that a
racist nickname was used to
address him during his IPL
stint with Sunrisers Hyderabad
for which he is now demand-
ing an apology.

The two-time T20 World
Cup-winning captain, while
commenting on the protests
over African-American George
Floyd’s death in the US, had
spoken about being called Kalu
while he was in India. Kalu is a
derogatory word to describe
black people.

Sammy said having under-
stood the meaning only now, he
feels disappointed with his
teammates, who addressed him
by that nickname during his
2013-2014 stint with SRH.

One of them could be
Ishant, who had shared a group
picture also featuring Sammy,
on May 14, 2014, using Kalu to
identify the West Indian in it.
The same year, even Sammy
called himself Kalu in a social
media post to offer birthday
wishes to VVS Laxman — the
SRH mentor at that time.

“I was listening to Hasan
Minhaj (Indian-American
comedian and actor) talking
about how some of the people
in his culture view or describe
black people,” Sammy said in
his latest Instagram post.

“...I was angry after listen-
ing to him describing a word
that they use to describe black
people, which he was saying is
not in a good way and it was
degrading.

“Instantly I remembered
when I played for Sunrisers
Hyderabad in 2013 and 2014,
I was being called the exact
same word that he described,”
he added.

Sammy demanded an apol-
ogy from his teammates, asking

them to reach out to him.
“All those who used to call

me that, you guys know your-
selves... Reach out to me, let’s
have a conversation. Because, if
it was in any way, shape or form
what Minhaj said it meant, I’m
very disappointed,” he said.

“I will be messaging those
people. You guys know who
you are. I must admit, at the
time in which I was being
called that, I did not know what
it meant,” he added.

“I thought it meant strong
stallion or whatever it is, and I
saw no problems with it
because I was ignorant to the
fact of what it meant, I thought
it meant something else, some-
thing uplifting.”

Sammy, who now plies his
trade in the Pakistan Super
League, said he distinctly
remembers laughter at the very
mention of the word.

“Me being a team man, I
thought, hey, team-mates are
happy, it must be something
funny. You can understand my
frustration and my anger when
it was pointed out to me that it
wasn’t funny at all, it was
degrading,” he said.

“I’ve had great memories in
all the dressing rooms I’ve
been in, as a T20 player, as a
leader in a dressing room, as a
captain, I’ve always been one to
build up a relationship or build
up a team, not bring it down.

“So, all those who used to
call me that, you guys know
yourselves, some of you have
my numbers, you have me on
Instagram, on Twitter, wherev-
er. Reach out to me, let’s have
a conversation,” he added.

Sammy reiterated that he
is very disappointed as he
thought of his teammates as
family.

“...I’ll still be angry, and
deserve an apology from you
guys, because I saw all of you
guys as my brothers. So, talk to
me, reach out to me, please
clear the air,” he said.
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The International Cricket
Council (ICC) on
Tuesday approved Covid-

19 replacements in Test crick-
et, banned the use of saliva to
shine the ball and re-introduced
non-neutral umpires for bilat-
eral series as part of its inter-
im playing regulations to tack-
le the threat posed by the
Covid-19 pandemic.

In the five new regula-
tions, recommended by the
Anil Kumble-chaired Cricket
Committee, and ratified by
the Chief Executives
Committee (CEC), the teams
will also be allowed an addi-
tional DRS call as home
umpires will now be officiating
in bilateral Test series.

Also, a 32-inch additional
logo would be permitted on the
players’ jerseys, which will help
teams make commercial gains
as Boards battle the pandemic’s
financial blow.

“Teams will be allowed to
replace players displaying
symptoms of Covid-19 during
a Test match. In line with con-
cussion replacements, the
Match Referee will approve the
nearest like-for-like replace-
ment,” the ICC stated in a
press release.

“However, the regulation
for Covid-19 replacements will
not be applicable in ODIs and
T20Is,” it added.

The CEC predictably rat-
ified the ban on use of saliva,
which is considered to be a
transmitter of novel coron-
avirus unlike sweat which will

still be allowed to shine the
ball. Repeated violation of the
ban would at first invite a
warning before a five-run
penalty is imposed.

“Players will not be permit-
ted to use saliva to shine the
ball. If a player does apply sali-
va to the ball, the umpires will
manage the situation with some
leniency during an initial peri-
od of adjustment for the play-
ers, but subsequent instances
will result in the team receiving
a warning,” the ICC said.

“A team can be issued up
to two warnings per innings
but repeated use of saliva on
the ball will result in a 5-run
penalty to the batting side.
Whenever saliva is applied to
the ball, the umpires will be
instructed to clean the ball

before play recommences,” the
parent body stated.

The introduction of two
home team umpires for bilater-
als after nearly two decades is
purely due to the logistical
challenges of travelling given
the flight restrictions in place
globally.

“The requirement to
appoint neutral match offi-
cials will be temporarily
removed from the playing con-
ditions for all international
formats owing to the current
logistical challenges with inter-
national travel.

“The ICC will be able to
appoint locally based match
officials from the Emirates ICC
Elite Panel of Match Officials
and the Emirates ICC
International Panel of Match

Officials,” the ICC said.
This means India’s C

Shamshuddin, Anil Chaudhary
and Nitin Menon will be seen
officiating during the home
series against England next
year with Javagal Srinath being
the match referee.

Due to the lack of experi-
ence of a lot of these umpires,
who are not a part of the ICC
Elite Panel, an additional DRS
review has been allotted to the
teams in each innings.

“...Keeping in mind that
there may be less experienced
umpires on duty at times. This
will increase the number of
unsuccessful appeals per
innings for each team to three
for Tests and two for the white-
ball formats.”

The ICC Cricket

Operations team will also sup-
port local match referees when
processing code of conduct
breaches, and a neutral Elite
Panel match referee will con-
duct any hearing remotely via
video link.

The ICC also relaxed the
apparel rules by allowing a
logo on the chest of Test

match jersey. 
“A logo, not exceeding 32

square inches in size, may be
placed on the chest of the Test
match shirt and sweater in
addition to the three other
logos allowed as per regulations.
As of now, logos on chests are
only allowed in ODIs and
T20Is.” 
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The executive board of the
Asian Cricket Council

(ACC) has deferred its deci-
sion on the fate of this year’s Asia Cup T20
with Sri Lanka offering to host the event,
claiming that original hosts Pakistan
have agreed to the proposal.

Sri Lanka cricket chief Shammi Silva
has claimed that the Pakistan Cricket
Board as well as the ACC are in agreement
that the island nation can host the tour-
nament.

The event is scheduled in September
and while it is the PCB’s turn to host, shift-
ing it to another country seems inevitable
considering that India would not travel to
Pakistan.

“We had a discussion with Pakistan
Cricket Board (PCB) and they have
already agreed to our hosting this edition
due to the present world situation,”
Shammi Silva was quoted as saying by Sri
Lankan media outlet Ceylon Today.

“We had an online ACC meeting and
they basically gave us the green light to
host the tournament,” he added.

It is understood that the ACC will
wait for the ICC’s decision on the T20
World Cup in Australia (October-
November) before taking a call on the
Asia Cup.

“...The Board emphasised on the
importance of holding the Asia Cup
2020. In light of the impact and conse-
quences of the Covid-19 pandemic, pos-
sible venue options for the Asia Cup 2020
were discussed and it was decided to take
the final decision in due course,” an ACC
press release stated after the meeting on
Monday.

A senior ACC official privy to devel-
opments said there were discussions
regarding postponement but no consen-
sus could be reached as far as alternate
dates of holding the tournament in Sri
Lanka were concerned.
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Pakistan on Tuesday appointed former
captain Younis Khan as national

team’s batting coach and also roped in
Mushtaq Ahmed as spin bowling coach
for the upcoming tour of England.

The 42-year-old Younis had scored
10,099 runs in 118 Tests, including a
career-best 313 in a successful career dur-
ing which he also became world number
one batsman in the ICC rankings.

Pakistan are scheduled to take on
England in a three-Test series from July
30 and then the two teams will clash in
a three-match T20 series from August 29.

“I am delighted that someone of the
stature and incredible batting record of
Younis Khan has agreed to join the
Pakistan cricket set-up as national men’s
team batting coach,” PCB Chief Executive
Wasim Khan said.

“Younis’ work ethics, commitment to
match preparation, game awareness and
tactics in the English conditions will be
invaluable.”

Former leg-spinner Mushtaq Ahmed,
who took 185 wickets in 52 Tests for
Pakistan, will also be mentor of side. He
has guided both England and the West
Indies in the past as spin bowling coach.

“Mushtaq knows the English condi-
tions as well as anyone, having spent a lot

of time playing County cricket and
working with the England cricket team,”
said Wasim.

“Apart from guiding the spinners and
playing a mentor’s role, Mushtaq can be
helpful to Misbah in match planning and

preparations.
“It is crucial that the side understands

the conditions that they will encounter
in the upcoming series and so having the
experience of the likes of Younis Khan
and Mushtaq Ahmed to compliment
head coach Misbah-ul-Haq and fast
bowling coach Waqar Younis will be
invaluable.”

Younis said he feels “privileged to
have been again offered the opportuni-
ty to serve Pakistan for a challenging but
exciting tour of England.”

“The Pakistan side includes some
immensely talented cricketers who have
the potential to achieve greater heights.
Together with Misbah-ul-Haq, Mushtaq
Ahmed and Waqar Younis, we will try to
make them better and prepare them as
best as we can with on and off field
coaching and guidance,” Younis said in
a PCB release.

Head coach and chief selector
Misbah-ul-Haq also welcomed Younis
and Mushtaq on the coaching panel.

“Due to events beyond human con-
trol, the series in England will be one of
the most challenging and difficult and,
as such, we need to have the best talent
and brains on our side. Younis as well as
Mushtaq clearly tick all these and addi-
tional boxes, which will assist us in
achieving our targets,” he said.

����	�� The mayor of
Madrid has said the city is
being considered as a poten-
tial host of this year’s
Champions League final and
has given the idea his “total
and absolute support”.

The fixture was due to be
played at the Ataturk
Olympic Stadium in Istanbul
on May 30 before the
Champions League was post-
poned in March with only
half of the last 16 completed.

The final last season
between Liverpool and
Tottenham was held at
Atletico Madrid’s Wanda
Metropolitano while Real
Madrid’s Santiago Bernabeu
hosted the 2010 decider
between Inter Milan and

Bayern Munich.
“I know steps are being

taken in this regard and on
behalf of the city council, I
want to show my total and
absolute support for the
Champions League final
being held in Madrid,”
Madrid mayor Jose Luis

Martinez-Almeida said on
Monday night to Spanish
television channel Trece.

Spain has been able to
bring coronavirus under con-
trol in recent weeks and
Madrid moved into phase
two, the penultimate stage of
the Government’s de-escala-

tion programme, on
Monday.

“I think hosting an inter-
national event like the
Champions League final is
very important but especial-
ly in these circumstances,”
Almeida added.

“What it would demon-
strate is Madrid’s ability to
recover in a very short time
from the dramatic situation
we have been through.”

Almeida added that
“adequate security condi-
tions exist, we have the infra-
structures and public services
to host it and it would send
a message to the world that
Madrid, despite what we
have experienced, does not
give up and is back.” AFP
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England manager Gareth
Southgate believes a year-

long delay to the European
Championship could benefit
his side as key players will be
fit and rising stars will mature.

Euro 2020, which was
due to begin on Friday,
was moved back 12
months because of the
coronavirus pandemic.

England captain
Harry Kane and
Manchester United striker
Marcus Rashford would have
been major doubts for the ini-
tial dates due to injury.

Rashford, 22, was one of
four English players named
among the top five most high-
ly valued players in the world
by the CIES Football
Observatory on Monday.

The others are Raheem
Sterling, 25, Trent Alexander-
Arnold, 21, and Jadon Sancho,
20. “At one point we were pos-
sibly looking at being without
Marcus Rashford and Harry
Kane, or at the very best both

of those not having a lot of
football,” Southgate told Sky
Sports.

“The age of the team you
would hope would be better in
a year’s time but we have to go
and prove that on the pitch.”

If the tournament remains
in the same format across
12 cities in 12 different
countries, England would
play all of their group
games at Wembley and
then the semi-final and
final there if they get that

far.
Southgate, who has experi-

ence of playing in a home
tournament at Euro 96, is hop-
ing his side will benefit.

“We have an advantage in
our group matches,” he said.
“But so do Italy, who play their
games in Rome, Spain play in
Bilbao, Holland (Netherlands)
play in Amsterdam.

“It’s only a true advantage
in the latter stages of the com-
petition, semi-final, final, if we
are good enough to get to that
point. But without doubt we
have to view it positively.”

������� Chelsea midfielder
N’Golo Kante has returned to
contact training ahead of the
Premier League’s comeback next
week, the Blues confirmed on
Tuesday. The French World
Cup winner had been allowed to
continue training at home when
his teammates returned to train-
ing last month due to fears over
coronavirus.

The 29-year-old is not
expected to be match fit in
time for Chelseas opening game
of Project Restart against Aston
Villa on June 21.

However, Kante could now
play an important role in the
run-in as Chelsea aim to hold
onto a place in the Premier
League’s top four. AFP

��#����	� Indian football’s domes-
tic season will begin from August 1
when the transfer window opens, two
months later than normal times due
to the Covid-19 pandemic.

In a circular sent on Tuesday to
all the state units, the AIFF said it has
got clearance from the world body
FIFA to hold the season from August
1, 2020 to May 31, 2021.

The summer transfer window
will run from August 1 to October 31.

While the domestic transfer win-
dow normally begins in the first week
of June to continue till August end,
it has been pushed back to August
this year due to the global health cri-
sis.

But there was no change in the
normal May 31 season ending date

and thus the 2020-2021 season will
be shortened by two months in view
of the Covid-19 pandemic.

“Yes, we have received the circu-
lar from the AIFF stating that the
domestic season will begin from
August 1, 2020 and run to May 31,
2021 and it will open the summer
transfer window from August 1 till
October 20,” the head of a state asso-
ciation said.

“....We are pleased to inform
you that FIFA has approved the
amendment in All India Football
Federation’s season dates and regis-
tration period (transfer window) for
2020-21,” the circular from AIFF said.

The second transfer window
will be from January 1, 2021 to
January 31, 2021. PTI

��!�������Australian wicket-keep-
er batsman Matthew Wade on
Tuesday said he would not sledge
Indian cricketers during this year’s
home Test series as Virat Kohli’s men
thrive on verbal duels and use it to
their advantage.

Wade has used sharp words to
get into the skin of his opponents in
the past, especially in the 2017 India
ODI series and also during last
year’s Ashes.

However, the 32-year-old said he
would not want confrontations with
Indian players during the much-
anticipated four-Test engagement
later this year.

“They’re a hard team, they use
it (sledging) to their advantage very
well. Virat is very clever the way he

uses his words or his body language.
So they use it as an advantage now.
To be honest, I don’t really want to
engage too much into that,” Wade
told reporters.

“I know that they thrive off that
energy that comes between two
players. They’re probably as good at
doing that as anyone in the world at
the moment, so it’s something I might
stay away from this time.” PTI

%�%����� Young batsman
Rishabh Pant has every shot in
the book and it’s difficult to con-
tain him when he gets going,
says star Afghanistan spinner
Rashid Khan.

The Afghan spinner had
faced Pant in an U-19 tri-series
in 2015 ahead of U-19 World
Cup in Bangladesh in 2016.

“He hit three sixes in a row
and in the fourth ball he mis-
timed but only to be dropped at
short midwicket. Our bowler
looked helpless and put his
hands on his head, yelling in
Pashto, ‘now what do I do get
him out?’” Khan recalled the
incident in an Instagram chat
with Indian legspinner
Yuzvendra Chahal.

Despite getting many
chances, the Delhi left-hander
still has not been able to cement
his place since MS Dhoni side-
lined himself post the 2019
World Cup semifinal exit.

“He has every shot in the
book and is one batsman who is
very tough to bowl to. I remem-
ber bowling to him at a ground

in Kolkata in the U-19 Triseries,”
Rashid said.

Talking about the art of
bowling, Khan said the key to
tackle the big-hitting batsmen,
like the Caribbean, is to confuse
them.

“Never pitch the ball up;
they would clear boundaries
with ease. It’s about playing
them on the backfoot and con-
fuse them with the wrong one
and leg spin. I always try to mix
it up,” Rashid, who is known for
big-spinning googly, said. PTI

?�)	
����$�0
���������"���
��0� �������	���'�
����,���0������"
�����(����
����%*;;&��
�������0���!
���� ������ ��

�		��##�,��	����)&0������������
��	�� &,-�.,��/

The International Cricket
Council (ICC) will be hop-

ing to end the impasse sur-
rounding the future of this
year’s T20 World Cup in
Australia and sort the nomina-
tion process for its next chair-
man when the board members
meet virtually on
Wednesday.

The last ICC board
meet was a damp squib
with leaks of classified e-
mails gaining precedence
over the agenda. And the
board members would expect
some concrete decisions to
end the logjam over this year’s
T20 World Cup Down Under,
which looks increasingly
improbable due to the Covid-
19 pandemic.

So would the BCCI agree
to push their edition (2021) to
2022 if Cricket Australia
requests?

“Let ICC first announce
what they intend to do with

this year’s World T20. There
has been no formal announce-
ment with regards to this year’s
edition,” BCCI treasurer Arun
Dhumal said.

“Either India hold their
edition as per schedule in
2021 with Australia organising
theirs in 2022 or vice versa. In
any case, a decision needs to be

taken considering the
members will need to
plan their bilateral
engagements,” a senior
official privy to ICC
board room politics
said.

The other aspect will be
broadcaster, Star India, which
has invested heavily in both the
IPL as well as ICC events.

“Star is a stakeholder.
Their opinion will also matter,”
the official said.

There is speculation that
the October-November win-
dow for the T20 World cup
would be taken up by the IPL
if the ICC announces a post-
ponement or cancellation.
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