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Prime Minister Narendra
Modi on Wednesday gave a

stern warning to China, saying
while India wished to maintain
peace, it will not stay quiet if
provoked. In his first remark on
the killing of 20 Indian soldiers
by the Chinese Army in
Ladakh on Monday, the PM
said the nation must be proud
to know that the Army jawans
who died in “Galwan valley”
died fighting till the end.

The Prime Minister made
these remarks before address-
ing the two-day videoconfer-
ence of State Chief Ministers on
Covid-19 crisis. He also
requested the attending CMs
and Union Ministers to main-
tain two minutes of silence for
the slain warriors.

“India wants peace, but if
India is provoked, it is capable
of giving a befitting reply. With
respect to our Indian martyrs,
the nation will be proud to
know that they died fighting. I
want to assure the nation that
its martyrs’ sacrifice will not go
in vain.

The PM is expected to
address the nation on June 21.

The Prime Minister said
India believes in peaceful res-
olution of any conflict and
didn’t want that differences
should become disputes. “We
never provoke anyone but we
will not compromise with
integrity and sovereignty.
Whenever time has come, we
have proved our strength and
capabilities in protecting our
integrity and sovereignty.
Sacrifice and resilience is in our
national character. But valour
and courage is also our coun-
try’s character,” the Prime
Minister warned.

India will always protect its
sovereignty and no one 
should be under any illusion,

Modi said.
This is perhaps for the

first time in six years in office
that Modi has gone so offensive
against the Chinese regime.
The PM visited China nine
times during the last six years
and held 18 meetings with the
Chinese President. But Chinese
are obviously upset with Modi
for joining hands with US
President Donald Trump’s bid
to isolate Beijing.

With Opposition parties
calling upon the Government
to take them in confidence
regarding the face-off with
China, the Prime Minister has

called for an all-party meeting
at 5 pm on June 19. Presidents
of various political parties
would take part in this 
virtual meeting.

Meanwhile, Defence
Minister Rajnath Singh met
three Service Chiefs (Army,
Navy and Air Force) and the
Chief of Defence Staff Bipin
Rawat on Wednesday and
reviewed the country’s defence
preparedness to deal with any
situation along the LAC.

Singh also spoke to
External Affairs Minister S
Jaishankar on the current
India-China border situation.

�������	��
��
���������������������������������������������	�
�����������������������������������������
��������	�
��������������

����� ��������	

On a day when the Congress
went on offensive against

the Modi Government over the
martyrdom of the 20 India sol-
diers by the Chinese forces at
Ladakh with party president
Sonia Gandhi asking how
much India’s land Chinese have
grabbed, the Centre convened
an all-party meeting on June 19
to brief the political leaders
about the ground situation.

“Today when there is so
much anger over Chinese
intrusion, the PM should come
out and tell the nation how the
Chinese managed to commit
this act of aggression,” Sonia
said in a video message.

Later, presidents of various
political parties will participate
in the meeting at 5 pm on
Friday via video, the Prime
Minister’s Office said.

Former party chief Rahul
Gandhi too turned up the heat
against the Prime Minister
questioning his silence on the

issue. “Why is the PM silent?
Why is he hiding? Enough is
enough. We need to know
what has happened,” he tweet-
ed on Wednesday.

The Congress chief also
asked how much of Indian
territory has been occupied by
China and what is the
Government’s strategy to deal
with the situation.

“The PM should tell the
nation how the Chinese occu-
pied Indian territory and why
20 of our brave soldiers were
martyred,” she asked.

Sonia said in this time of
crisis, the Congress stands with
the Indian Army, its soldiers
and their families, and the
Government. “I’m confident
that the entire country will
unite to face the enemy in these
challenging times,” she said.
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Taking strong exception to
the clashes on the Line of

Actual Control (LAC) in the
Galwan valley in Ladakh result-
ing in the martyrdom of 20
Indian soldiers by the Chinese,
External Affairs Minister S
Jaishankar on Wednesday said
the attacks were “premeditated
and planned.”

Conveying this terse mes-
sage to his Chinese counterpart
Wang Yi on the phone, he also
said these clashes will 
have an impact on bilateral
relations. China blamed India
for the incident.

In the end, both the sides
decided to deal with the mat-
ter in a peaceful manner and
de-escalate as soon as possible,
but there was no mention of
any Chinese willingness to
vacate the area occupied.

This development came in
the aftermath of tension still
continuing at the flashpoint in
the Galwan valley even though
the troops from both the 
sides had disengaged after

bloody brawl.
Conveying the country’s

strong reaction, Jaishankar said
the Chinese soldiers took “pre-
meditated and planned action”
that was directly responsible for
the clash and casualties. In the
first ever interaction between
the two leaders since the esca-
lation of tension on the LAC,
Jaishankar said the unprece-

dented development “will have
a serious impact on the bilat-
eral relationship” and China
had to reassess its actions and
take corrective steps. He also
said the attack reflected an
intent to change the facts on
ground in violation of all “our
agreements to not change the
status quo.”

Continued on Page 2
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Amid demand of cancella-
tion of a �1,126 crore con-

tract bagged by a Chinese firm,
Shanghai Tunnel Engineering
Co Ltd (STEC), for the con-
struction of a 5.6-km-long
underground stretch between
New Ashok Nagar-Sahibabad
of Delhi Meerut Regional
Rapid transit System (RRTS)
project, the Ministry of
Housing and Urban Affairs on
Wednesday said the tender is
still under process and yet to be
finalised.  

According to the Ministry,
the multi-lateral procurement
guidelines do not allow dis-
crimination among firms and
countries if the project is fund-
ed by Asian Development Bank
or World Bank. In
Maharashtra, the State
Government has signed mem-

orandum of understanding
with 12 firms companies from
different countries, including
three firms from China, to
invest �16,000 crore.

The Ministry said this is an
ADB funded package for
design & construction of 5.6
km tunnel through Tunnel
Boring Machine and one RRTS
station. It said bids were invit-
ed on November 9, 2019 while
the technical bid was opened
on March 16, 2020.

“Five bidders submitted
bids and qualified for financial
bid opening, including (i) Tata
Projects Limited - South Korea
E&C Joint Venture (TPL -
SKEC JV) (ii) STEC (China),
(iii) L&T (India), (iv) Afcons
(India) and (v) Gülermak Agir
Sanayi Insaat ve Taahhut AS
(Gulermak)   (Turkey).  On
June 12, financial bids were
opened and Chinese construc-
tion company STEC emerged
as the lowest bidder.

The National Capital
Region Transport Corporation
Limited is the implementing
agency for the project.  

Continued on Page 2

New Delhi: The Supreme
Court on Wednesday slammed
the Delhi Government for tar-
geting doctors and healthcare
workers by suspending them
and lodging FIRs for sharing
videos highlighting the real
state of city hospitals and said
it was “shooting the messenger”.
The top court had earlier torn
into the Delhi Government
over the “sorry state of affairs”
for treatment of Covid-19
patients at its hospitals.

New Delhi: The Supreme Court
on Wednesday said there is
“no merit in charging interest on
interest” for deferred loan pay-
ment installments during the
moratorium period announced
in wake of the Covid-19 pan-
demic. A Bench headed by
Justice Ashok Bhushan
observed the Government
should consider interfering in
the matter as it cannot leave
everything to banks. 

Detailed report on P2
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Amid apprehensions that
the India casualties may

rise with four or five soldiers
seriously injured in the Ladakh
brawl, Army sources said even
though outnumbered in the
initial stages, the Indians also
managed to kill at least 40 to 45
Chinese, including their com-
manding officer, in hand to
hand combat. Unconfirmed
reports from Chinese media
pegged the figure of Chinese
casualties at 30 plus.

The brawl which claimed
the life of Colonel B Santosh
Babu, the commanding officer
of 16 Bihar and 19 others, broke
out after the Indian patrol
asked the Chinese to vacate a
particular site at the Galwan
river valley as per an agreement
reached some days back.

However, the Chinese did
not do so and returned after
sometime with a large number
of troops and attacked the
small Indian team led by Babu.
They were attacked with
batons, barbed wires and rods

studded with iron nails.
Outnumbered, the Indians also
called for reserves and at least
200 soldiers from both sides
then went all out at each other.

In the ensuing fracas some
injured Indian soldiers slipped
and fell into the Shyok and
Galwan rivers. Severely injured,
they lay submerged in the shal-
low river for some hours before
rescue teams pulled them out.
It is feared some of them died
due to hypothermia as the water
is very cold in sub-zero hour
temperature at the confronta-

tion site at a height of more than
14,000 feet, sources said.

The Chinese soldiers also
suffered the same fate when
many of them fell in the river
and some of them got hit by
submerged stones causing seri-
ous injuries, sources said. They
said the number of 45 deaths
was deduced by radio inter-
cepts, helicopter sorties
throughout Monday night and
Tuesday morning besides fren-
zied ambulance movement
across the LAC.

Continued on Page 2
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Not willing to take any
chances after the unprece-

dented clash at the Line of
Actual Control (LAC) in
Ladakh, the Armed forces have
ramped up their efforts by
deploying additional troops,
placing fighter jets on the
standby and the warships on
active deployment in the strate-
gically important Indian Ocean.

With growing maritime
prowess, the Chinese have
started making forays into the
Indian Ocean thereby threat-
ening India’s strategic interest
as more than 70 per cent export
and import come through sea
lanes of this ocean. 

The Centre has also put the
ITBP on high alert post-
Galwan valley bloody face-off
with People’s Liberation Army
(PLA) in eastern Ladakh.

The ITBP posts are also
being reinforced even as the
BSF has been asked to remain
on maximum alert along the
Western frontier with Pakistan.

India has a distinct advan-
tage in Indian Ocean as it can
easily choke off China’s energy
supply.  More than 90 per cent
of its oil supply imported from
the Gulf and other regions pass
through the Malacca Straits
near the Andaman and Nicobar
Islands. The Indian Navy has

been given the go ahead to
block it if need be, sources said
here on Wednesday.

Similarly, the IAF is also in
active duty mode now after sit-
uation worsened over the 
last one month on the LAC in
Ladakh.  

Continued on Page 2
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The Congress is all set to
stake claim to form a

Government in Manipur after
the N Biren Singh-led BJP
Government in Manipur was
reduced to minority  following
resignations of three BJP MLAs
who immediately joined the
Congress. Six other MLAs
withdrew support to the 60-
member Manipur Assembly
taking the Congress rally to 31.

The National People’s
Party, which had four MLAs,
including three ministers, the
lone Trinamool MLA and an
independent MLA from
Jiribam also withdrew their
support to the Government.

Manipur’s Assembly elec-
tions in 2017 had yielded a
hung verdict, with the
Congress emerging as the sin-
gle largest party with 28 MLAs
in the house of 60. 

Continued on Page 2
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New Delhi: The Telecom department has decided to rule out the
use of Chinese equipment in the upgradation of the 4G equip-
ment of the state-owned BSNL. Sources in the Government said
the Ministry has decided to “firmly tell BSNL” not to use Chinese
equipment in view if security issues. 
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India can replace China as a
leading low-cost, high-tech-

nology telecom and technol-
ogy equipment supplier, pro-
vided it gets the right amount
of government incentives and
funding to compete with
global players in the world
market. 

The feeling that the
Government needs to 
strengthen the industry by
helping it to come out of the
financial depression, to make
India a strong competitor to
China was a dominant reflec-
tion by a panel in an ongoing
series of webinars being organ-
ised by Foreign Correspondent
Club South Asia (FCC). 

New Delhi: The Supreme
Court on Wednesday said
there is "no merit in charging
interest on interest" for
deferred loan payment install-
ments during the moratorium
period announced in wake of
the Covid-19 pandemic.

A bench headed by Justice
Ashok Bhushan observed that
once moratorium is fixed then
it should serve the desired
purposes and the Government
should consider interfering in
the matter as it cannot leave
everything to banks.

"Once the moratorium is
fixed then it should serve the
desired purposes and we see no
merit in charging interest on
interest," the bench, also com-
prising Justices SK Kaul and
Justice MR Shah, orally
observed.

The counsel for petitioner
Gajendra Sharma, resident of
Agra, said that under the
Disaster Management Act, the
Central Government has

“ample power and jurisdic-
tion” to grant relief with regard
to loan which is specifically
provided for.

The lawyer also said the
circular of the Reserve Bank of
India of March 27, granted
moratorium but no substantial
relief has been given to the bor-
rowers.

Noting the submission,
the apex court said, “It is sub-
mitted that if moratorium is

being granted for a period of
three months, the entire
amount payable including
principal and interest should
not be charged during mora-
torium period. Secondly, at
least the demand of interest on
interest should not be made
and these reliefs can be extend-
ed by the Central Government
and the Reserve Bank of India.”

The bench, prima facie,
was also of the same view but

granted more time to the
Centre and the RBI to have a
re-look of the matter and post-
ed it for hearing in the first
week of August.

Gajendra Sharma, in his
plea, has sought a direction to
declare the portion of the
RBI's March 27 notification "as
ultra vires to the extent it
charges interest on the loan
amount during the moratori-
um period, which created
hardship to him being a bor-
rower and created hindrance
and obstruction in 'right to life'
guaranteed by Article 21 of the
Constitution..

Solicitor General Tushar
Mehta, appearing for the
Centre and the Reserve Bank
of India, told the apex court
that waiving the interest com-
pletely will not be easy for
banks as they have to pay
interest to their depositors.

"There are 133 lakh crore
rupees in deposits with banks
and interest has to be paid on

them and the waiver will have
a cascading effect," Mehta told
the bench.

The bench adjourned the
hearing for allowing the Centre
and the RBI to review the sit-
uation and asked the Indian
Banks Association to examine
whether they can bring new
guidelines in the meantime on
the issue of loan moratorium.

Mehta argued that com-
plete waiver of interest during
moratorium period might risk
the financial stability of banks
and this would put the inter-
ests of depositors in jeopardy.
The counsel representing
banks association and State
Bank of India (SBI) urged the
bench that the matter should
be deferred by three months.

The counsel appear-
ing for banks said that plea
seeking waiver of interest dur-
ing moratorium period is pre-
mature and the banks would
have to consider the issue on
a case to case basis.

On June 12, the top court
had asked the Finance
Ministry and the RBI to hold
a meeting within three days to
decide on waiver of interest on
interest for deferred payments
of instalments for loans during
moratorium period.

The top court had
observed that the question is
not of waiver of complete
interest for entire moratorium
period but it is limited only to
interest charged on interest by
banks.

The petitioner has sought
a direction to the government
and the RBI to provide relief in
repayment of loan by not
charging interest during mora-
torium period. 

On June 4, the top court
had sought the Finance
Ministry's reply on waiver of
interest on loans during the
moratorium period after the
RBI said it would not be pru-
dent to go for a “forced waiv-
er of interest” risking financial

viability of the banks. 
The apex court had said

there are two aspects under
consideration in this matter -
no interest payment on loans
during the moratorium period
and no interest to be charged
on interest.

On May 26, the top court
had asked the Centre and the
RBI to respond to the plea
challenging levy of interest on
loans during the moratorium
period. 

The RBI in its reply has
told the court that it is taking
all possible measures to pro-
vide relief with regard to debt
repayments on account of the
fallout of COVID-19 but it
does not consider it prudent to
go for a “forced waiver of
interest, risking the financial
viability of the banks it is
mandated to regulate, and
putting the interests of the
depositors in jeopardy”.

The RBI said the March 27
circular announcing morato-

rium was later modified on
April 17 and May 23 by which
the moratorium period was
extended by another three
months that is from June 1 to
August 31, 2020 on payment of
all installments in respect of
term loans (including agri-
cultural term loans, retail and
crop loans).

"It is submitted that regu-
latory dispensations permitted
by the Reserve Bank of India
vide the aforesaid circulars
dated March 27, 2020 which
subsequently stood modified
on April 17, 2020 and May 23,
2020 were with the objective of
mitigating the burden of debt
servicing brought about by
disruptions on account of
COVID-19 pandemic and to
ensure the continuity of viable
businesses. 

"Therefore, the regulatory
package is, in its essence, in the
nature of a moratorium/defer-
ment and cannot be construed
to be a waiver," it said. PTI

Amaravati: A pilgrimage to
fulfil vows ended in a grave
tragedy for a family as a ghast-
ly road accident left 12 of its
kin, including nine women
and a six- year old girl, dead
near Vedadri village in Krishna
district of Andhra Pradesh on
Wednesday.

At least 15 others were
injured in the mishap that
involved a speeding coal-laden
lorry and the tractor-trailer in
which the family members
were returning after offering
prayers at the famous Lakshmi
Narasimha Swamy temple in
Vedadri, around 75 km from
nearby Vijayawada, police said.

In all, there were around 27
people travelling in the ill-
fated tractor-trailer.

The victims, all of them
close relatives, belonged to
Peda Gopavaram village in
adjoining Khammam district
in neighbouring Telangana
while some were residents of
villages in Krishna district and
had visited the temple to fulfil
vows.

The lorry was said to be
cruising at a high speed and the
impact of the collision was so
high that the tractor and the
trailer snapped and the trailer
completely overturned, killing
seven people on the spot. PTI

Guwahati: The army has start-
ed to build a 150-metre bridge
over a water body to facilitate
technical works to control gas
leakage and oil well fire in the
Tinsukia district of Assam,
according to officials, here on
Wednesday.

In view of the urgency of
the situation, Tinsukia District
Deputy Commissioner Bhaskar
Pegu requested the army to
construct a bridge over a water
body adjacent to the blowout
well, said an OIL official.

"The army is ferrying 17
trucks of material for the bai-
ley bridge from 3 Corps army
base at Misamari in the Tezpur
district," the official said.

Gas and oil condensate

leakage at the Oil India's (OIL)
oil well at Baghjan, around 550
km east of here, started on May
27. It caught fire on June 9,
killing two OIL fire fighters and
injuring many others.

Experts from Singapore-
based Alert along with ONGC,
OIL and NDRF engineers and
specialists are making efforts to
cap gas and oil leakage and
douse the fire, which continued
for the ninth day on
Wednesday.

All India Radio, Dibrugarh,
is twice a day broadcasting a
bulletin called "Baghjan Barta"
since June 13 to inform people
about the progress in capping
the well. According to an offi-
cial release, OIL lost 6,132

tonnes of crude oil production
and 7.97 mmscmd (million
metric standard cubic metre
per day) of natural gas due to
blockades by locals and student
organisations in Tinsukia and
Dibrugarh districts.

The agitators are demand-
ing higher compensation and
have accused OIL for the
mishap. The Government-
owned OIL has provided
�30,000 to each of the affected
families. Security forces have
been deployed at the agitation
sites by the district adminis-
trations. Around 7,000 people
have been evacuated and shel-
tered in 14 relief camps as the
fire damaged over 35 houses
and other properties. PTI
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From Page 1
“Ground commanders

were meeting regularly to
implement this consensus
throughout the last week.
While there was some
progress, the Chinese side
sought to erect a structure in
Galwan Valley on our side of
the LAC. While this became
a source of dispute, the
Chinese side took pre-med-
itated and planned action
that was directly responsible
for the resulting violence and
casualties. It reflected an
intent to change the facts on
the ground in violation of all
our agreements to not change
the status quo,” S Jaishankar
told his Chinese counter-
part.

In turn, the Chinese
Foreign Minister blamed
India for tension and asked it
to “severely punish those
responsible for conflict and
control its frontline troops,”
as per some news agency
reports. This statement indi-
cated Beijing’s stance that
Indian soldiers crossed into
Chinese territory, violating
the understanding between
the two nations.

In a new statement earli-

er in the day, China said it
wanted to avoid further
clashes and India should
“strictly restrain frontline
troops, not illegally cross the
border, not make provocative
gestures, not take any unilat-
eral actions that will compli-
cate the border situation”.

Anyhow, both the leaders
in the end agreed to de-
escalate saying, “Neither side
would take any action to
escalate matters and instead,
ensure peace and tranquility
as per bilateral agreements
and protocols. It was also
decided to defuse more than
month-long tension on the
LAC in Ladakh as per the
agreement arrived at between
Corps Commanders Lt
General Harinder Singh and
Major General Liu Lin on
June 6.

In conclusion, it was
agreed that overall situation
would be handled in respon-
sible manner and both sides
would implement disengage-
ment understanding of 6
June sincerely. Neither side
would take any action to
escalate matters and ensure
peace as per bilateral agree-
ments.

From Page 1
The BJP had 21 MLAs.

While the BJP is now left with
18 MLAs, Congress tally rose to
31 now making it the majority
party in the State.

The Naga Peoples Front
(NPF) and the National People’s
Party (NPP) bagged four seats
each. The Lokjanshakti Party,
Trinamool Congress and an
Independent candidate won
one seat each.

AICC sources said that
party high command has been
sent the letter of joining of the
MLAs in Congress foray. “The
leadership wants to reassure
before staking claim as soon as
possible,” said the party sources.

The Governor, Najma
Heptulla, had  invited BJP to
stake claim to form the next
government in 2017. The BJP
managed to form the govern-
ment enlisting the support of all
non-Congress MLAs. Besides,
Congress MLA Shyamkumar
Singh from Andro assembly
constituency defected to join
the saffron party.
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Frontline fighter jets
including SU-30s are carrying
out regular sorties in the region
to familiarize themselves with
the operational area and deal
with any threat if need be.

Moreover, all the advanced
landing grounds (ALG) all
along the 4,000 km long LAC
from Ladakh in the west to
Arunachal Pradesh in the east
are now on full alert.  Capable
of handling landing and take
off of transport planes carrying
soldiers and logistics, the ALGs
have ramped up their facilities,
sources said.

The Army has moved for-
ward its additional units all
along the LAC in border States
like Utarrakhand, Himachal
Pradesh, Sikkim and
Arunachal Pradesh.  There is a
rethink on reducing troops in
Ladakh region after the Galwan
valley incident.

When the stand-offs start-
ed a month back, China brought
additional troops besides heavy
weapons to the operational
areas forcing India to match it.
After the two sides decided to
mutually pull back troops from
the face-offs, it was also agreed
to remove troops from the

operational areas to peace time
locations.  Operational areas are
generally located 20 to 25 km
from the LAC.

However, with the bloody
brawl on Monday night, the
Army may not withdraw its
troops as a precautionary step,
officials said, adding it will wait
and watch for the next few
days.

In another development,
the Army is now given emer-
gency power to deal with com-
plete freedom against any
Chinese aggression at the LAC.
The Government has report-
edly given a free hand to the
armed forces to act as they see
deem fit after the Galwan val-
ley incident, sources said.  It
will be upto the local com-
manders now to assess and take
action accordingly, they added. 

In the aftermath of suffer-
ing highest number of casual-
ties in the last 40 years, the
Army is likely to revise its stan-
dard operating procedure while
patrolling on the Line of Actual
Control (LAC).  They do not
carry weapons as per an agree-
ment some years back with
China.  However, the brutal
assault by vastly superior num-
bers in the latest incident
resulting in 20 deaths, the deci-
sion makers will have to take a
call on it. 

As of now, the Indian
Army patrols are strictly pro-
hibited from opening fire at the
LAC and as a precaution they
do not carry guns.  This con-
fidence building agreement
was inked between the two
countries in 1996.  It binds both
the countries that neither side
shall open fire or conduct blast
operations within two km of
the LAC.

In the Galwan valley inci-
dent on Monday, the patrol
team was overwhelmed by a
larger strength of soldiers from
the other side. During the
clashes, the Chinese used iron
rods, stones and sticks with
barbed wires and nails on them
to attack the Indian team.

The 1996 agreement saw
both the sides refraining from
brandishing weapons at each
other. The face-offs used to see
pushing and jostling. The
Chinese of late started pelting
stones and now graduated to
more lethal weapons like clubs
with barbed wires and nails.
The latest incident may see the
Government revisiting the
standard operating procedure
at the LAC, officials said.

Meanwhile, ITBP Director
General SS Deswal on Tuesday
briefed Union Home Minister
Amit Shah and updated him
about the ground situation in

the Galwan valley as also other
points along the LAC where the
PLA has breached the sanctity
of the de facto border between
the two countries.

The paramilitary has also
been positioned at many places
on the LAC in close coordina-
tion with the Army and was
engaged in rescue and evacu-
ation of Army’s personnel who
were injured during the attack
by the PLA.

The Force has already
mobilised troops from various
Battalions from different States
and they were rushed for
deployment in the Ladakh
region for reinforcement of
the posts.

ITBP is the nodal force
tasked to secure the 3,488 km
LAC from Karakoram Pass in
Ladakh  to Diphu La in
Arunachal Pradesh.

Apart from maintaining
maximum vigil on the frontier
with Pakistan, the BSF has
also been directed to keep an
eye on the strategic road that
runs between Baltal near
Srinagar and Leh in Ladakh.
The Srinagar-Ladakh highway
has also been closed for the
civilian traffic except vehicular
movement for the carriage of
essential items in the wake of
the heightened situation along
the LAC. 
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Maharashtra returned to a
three digit Covid-19

fatality tally on Wednesday, as
it recorded 114 deaths and
3,307 new infected cases in
various parts of the State.

A day after it recorded 81
deaths and 2,701 fresh infec-
tions, coronavirus claimed 114
lives and left 2,786 infected in
various parts of the State.

With fresh deaths and new
positive cases, the total num-
ber of deaths in the state
mounted to 5,651 and infect-
ed cases jumped to 1,16,752.

After reconciliation of
“missed out” deaths under-
taken on Tuesday, the State
Government had added 1,328
new fatalities to the total death

tally. Of the reconciled deaths,
Mumbai alone had accounted
for 862 deaths, while 466 addi-
tional were reported from
other parts of the state.

Of the deaths reported on
Wednesday, Mumbai account-
ed for 77 deaths, while there
were 18 deaths in the juris-
diction of Pune Municipal
Corporation (PMC), seven
deaths in Jalgaon, three deaths
in Pune district, two deaths in
Nandurbar, Malegaon and
Latur and one death each
Mira-Bhayandar, Pimpri-
Chinchwad and Yavatmal.

Of the dead, 88 were men
while 26 were women. Seventy
six of them aged over 60 years,
30 were from the age group 40
to 59 years and 8 were below
than 40 years. “Eighty four out

of 114 patients (73.7 per cent)
had high-risk comorbidities
such as diabetes, hypertension
and heart disease,” a state
health bulletin said.  

As many as 98 laboratories
—55 Government-run and 43
private ones — are function-
ing for Covid-19 diagnosis in
the state currently. 

Out of 7,00,954 samples
sent to laboratories, 1,16,752
have tested positive (16.65 per
cent) so far.

Having taken into account
total 5,651 deaths reported so
far and 59,166 patients dis-
charged from various hospitals
ever since the outbreak of
pandemic in the state, the
state health authorities pegged
the number of “active cases” in
the state at 51,921.
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From Page 1
After the issuance of the let-

ter of acceptance by the
NCRTC, the Chinese firm has
to complete the tunneling work
in 1,095 days. As per the con-
tract terms, the tunneling work
will be carried out by Tunnel
Boring Machine through the cut
and cover method. After the
Chinese firm emerged as low-
est bidder, RSS affiliate Swadeshi
Jagran Manch (SJM) has urged
the Narendra Modi
Government to cancel the
financial bid of a Chinese com-
pany. Congress leader Randeep
Singh Surjewala questioned
Central Government’s
“Atmanirbhar Bharat” call.
Expected to be completed by
2025, Delhi-Meerut RRTS pro-
ject is an 82.15 km long, under-
construction, semi-high speed
rail corridor, connecting Delhi-
Ghaziabad-Meerut. As per
NCRTC, it is one of the three
rapid-rail corridors planned
under the RRTS project. With
a maximum speed of 160 km/h
(99.42 mph), the distance
between Delhi and Meerut will
be covered in around 62 min-
utes.

From Page 1
The clashes came amidst

the “de-escalation” process in
Galwan area that was started last
week, after a month long stand-
off between troops at several
points along the LAC. The
Chinese of late have started
understanding the Galwan val-
ley as their own while the
Indians do not agree with this
perception. Incidentally, some
battles were fought in the valley
in the 1962 war between India
and China. Paying tributes to
the soldiers, Defence Minister
Rajnath Singh in a tweet mes-
sage said, “Our soldiers have dis-
played exemplary courage and
valour in the line of duty and
sacrificed their lives in the high-
est traditions of the Indian
Army.” “The nation will never
forget their bravery and sacri-
fice. My heart goes out to the
families of the fallen soldiers.
The nation stands shoulder to
shoulder with them in this dif-
ficult hour. We are proud of the
bravery and courage of India’s
bravehearts,” he added.
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A28-year-old woman and
her two children were

burnt alive in a fire incident in
Himachal Pradesh's Mandi
district on Wednesday, an offi-
cial said.

The three were killed when
a fire broke out in their house
at Chhota Sambhal village in
Gahar panchayat of Sarkaghat
area, he added.

Chief Minister Jai Ram
Thakur has expressed grief over
the death of the woman and her
two children in the incident.

“He prayed the Almighty to
give peace to the departed souls
and strength to the bereaved
family members to bear this
irreparable loss,” an official
spokesperson said.
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Amid lockdown, procure-
ment of wheat from farm-

ers has touched an all-time
high this year with Madhya
Pradesh surpassing Punjab as
the country's biggest wheat
procuring State.

According to the Ministry

of Food and Consumer Affairs,
as many as 42 lakh farmers have
benefitted and �73,500 crores
paid to them towards Minimum
Support Price for procurement
of 38.2 million tonnes of wheat.
The previous record was 38.18
million tonnes achieved in
2012-13. Wheat procurement
stood at 34.13 million tonnes
during the 2019-20 marketing
year. Although the wheat mar-
keting year runs from April-
March, the bulk of procurement
is normally done in the first

three months.
Officials said  wheat pro-

curement target has been set at
40.7 million tonnes for the cur-
rent year. MP became the largest
contributor to the central pool
with 12.9 million tonnes of
wheat, surpassing Punjab which
procured 12.7 million tonnes. 

Officials said that wheat
procurement in MP had
increased by 74 per cent over
the previous year when 7.3 mil-
lion tons wheat was purchased
on support price. 
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Bharatiya Janata Party coun-
cilors on Wednesday filed

nominations for mayor and
deputy mayor post in all three
corporations.  The election for
various posts will be held on
June 24.

A senior South Delhi
Municipal Corporation
(SDMC) official said that on
the last day of filing nomina-
tion papers for the post of
Mayor and its deputy and other
vacancies in the Standing
Committee, Anamika filed
papers for the post of the
Mayor and Subhash Bhadana
for the post of deputy Mayor.

“Apart from this five nom-
inations filed for the member-
ship of Standing Committee
including Rajdutt Gehlot (BJP),
Tulsi Joshi (BJP), Mukesh
Suryan (BJP), Suresh Kumar
(Congress) and Jitender Kumar
(AAP),” he said.

The elections for these
posts will be held on
Wednesday.

SDMC Mayor Candidate
Anamika represents ward
number 97-S, Hari Nagar while
Bhadana represents Chitranjan
Park.  Anamika has held the
post of Chairman DEMS
Committee from last two con-
secutive years. She was also the
member of Standing
Committee in 2017. 

Highlighting her priorities
she expressed her commit-
ment to work without any dis-
crimination for the develop-
ment of all parts of SDMC

She also said that her fore-
most priority will be dealing
with Covid-19 effectively. The
present Leader of House
Kamaljeet Sehrawat, and a
number of councilors were
present at the time of filing
nominations

Meanwhile, Nirmal Jain and
Hari Prakash also filed nomi-
nations for the posts of Mayor
and deputy Mayor of East Delhi.
In north Corporation Jai
Prakash and Ritu Goel filed
nominations for mayor and
deputy mayor posts.
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The Delhi Police has arrested two Railways
Protection Special Force (RPSF) personnel for

allegedly raping a minor girl here in the National
Capital.

Police said that on Friday, the victim left the
house in east Delhi where she used to work as a
domestic help. "

She reached New Delhi Railway station to go
back to her home at Ranchi in Jharkhand. She was
lured by two RPSF personnel on the pretext of help-
ing her to board a train to Jharkhand,"police said. 

"The accused took her to a secluded place from
the New Delhi Railway Station, gave her sedative sub-
stance and later raped her," said the senior police offi-
cial adding that the accused dropped the victim near
Old Delhi Railway Station. 

Later, a policeman noticed the girl and took her
to Kotwali police station where a case under rele-
vant sections was registered after she narrated the
story, the senior police official said. 

During investigation, police analysed the CCTV
footage of the area and nabbed the accused persons
on Monday, police added.
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Delhi Congress has demand-
ed the immediate roll back

of the hike in VAT (Value
Added Tax) on petrol and diesel,
saying that people are in severe
financial distress following the
Covid-19 pandemic.

In a letter written to Delhi
Chief Minister Arvind Kejriwal,
Congress Delhi unit president
Anil Kumar said that people are
not in a position to afford the
steep hike in petroleum prod-
ucts.

Kumar also said that fol-
lowing the Modi Government
insensitively hiking the prices of
petrol and diesel more than ten
times since the beginning of
March when the people of the
country and Delhi have faced
unprecedented public health,

economic and social challenges,
the Delhi Government followed
suit by hiking VAT on petrol
and diesel, which has imposed
an unbearable burden on the
people of Delhi.

“The Congress president
Sonia Gandhi has also written
to Prime Minister Narendra
Modi to roll back the increase
in the prices of petrol and
diesel. The hike in the diesel
prices will have a direct impact
on the prices of essential com-
modities and other items,
putting terrible mental and
financial difficulties on the peo-
ple,” he said.
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A45-year-old man commit-
ted suicide by jumping off

the fourth floor of his flat in
Ramaprastha society apart-
ments located at Sector-37D in
Gurugram on Wednesday early
morning.

The body was lying at the
spot for over four hours unat-
tended. Later police reached on
the spot and took the body to
the mortuary.

Raj Gopal who was work-
ing as a senior executive at a
pharma company, was living
with his wife and two sons the
elder one is in Finland while the
younger one, a student of a col-
lege in Hyderabad was currently
staying with his parents.

According to police, he was
under stress since his wife got
corona infected. On Tuesday,
doctors discharged his wife and
was home quarantined. While
one of his sons was already
home quarantined. After the
incident, the police took the
body and sent it for a corona
test. Further proceedings will be
conducted one the report will
come, police said.

Originally from Andhra
Pradesh Raj Gopal brought his
wife home after discharging
her from Medanta Hospital on
Tuesday. At 3.40 am on
Wednesday, the Society's guard
heard a loud sound of someone
falling near the K-tower. 

Later he found his body
pool in a blood and alerted the
supervisor and residents of the

building and also informed
him about Covid19 history of
the family.

“We didn’t recover any sui-
cide note from the spot. The vic-
tim was quite upset after his wife
and son got infected with
Covid-19 and both were home
quarantined by the doctors as a
precautionary measure, said a
police officer privy to the mat-
ter.

Police said further action
will be initiated once they
receive a corona sample report
of the body.

Meanwhile, Health officials
on Wednesday detected 180
more coronavirus patients in
Gurugram district on
Wednesday even as five more
patients lost their lives to the
deadly virus. The city has also
reported 51 deaths so far.

Gurugram district has so far
reported 3,862 cases, including
1,949 who have been cured.
Gurugram has 1,862 patients
admitted in different hospitals.

Moreover, Gurugram
District Magistrate Amit Khatri
has appointed seven Covid clus-
ter incharge and 24 accident
commanders, with the respon-
sibility to provide necessary
things like 
sanitation of infected areas,
barricading, arrangements of
ambulances etc.
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Delhi Health Minister
Satyendar Jain has tested

positive for coronavirus. He
took a second test on
Wednessday after his fever
worsened. The Minister's first
test had come negative on
Tuesday.

"Today my covid test found
to be positive, (sic)" Satyendar
Jain wrote on Twitter.

The doctors had decided to
go for a second test after
observing Coronavirus like
symptoms, sources had said
earlier.

AAP MLA from Kalkaji
Atishi and party spokesperson
Akshay Marathe too have test-
ed positive for Coronavirus.
Jain has developed symptoms
for the second time while on
Monday he had undergone for
the test.

The 55-year-old Minister
was brought to the Rajiv
Gandhi Super Speciality
Hospital (RGSSH) in the early
hours of Tuesday and was
administered a test for novel
coronavirus infection that
morning, for which he tested
negative.

“He is still running fever.
The Minister was tested again

today after 24 hours of the first
test. The results are expected by
evening,” a senior official said.

Doctors at the RGSSH said
his condition is “stable”, but he
has been again put on oxygen
supply..

Aam Aadmi Party (AAP)
MLA from Kalkaji and nation-
al spokesperson Atishi has test-
ed positive for COVID-19.

Delhi Chief Minister
Arvind Kejriwal said that Atishi
ji has played an important role
in the fight against
Corona."Atishi ji has played an
important role in the fight
against corona. I hope that she
will get healthy soon and again

get involved in serving the
people,” Delhi Chief Minister
Arvind Kejriwal tweeted in

Hindi. AAP leader Saurabh
Bharadwaj, who is the MLA
from Delhi's Greater Kailash
area, also tweeted this after-
noon, writing: "Get well soon
Atishi and Akshay Marathe
(an AAP member who has also
tested positive for COVID-
19), recover soon from corona".

She is presently under
home quarantine, the sources
said. Meanwhile, one person
from the CM’s Media team and
one person working in the
Deputy CMs office have also
tested positive. 

Atishi tweeted " Thanks a
lot for all the love and good
wishes! Want to reassure every-

one that I’m doing OK. Am in
Home Isolation since I got my
test results. Fully equipped
with fruit, Vit C and an
oxymeter to monitor oxygen
levels,".

Marathe also took twitter
to thanks well wishers.
"Appreciate all the good vibes
coming my way. They are help-
ing keep the spirits up.
Fortunately the symptoms are
mild and I'm hoping this is the
worst of it.

Testing positive for Covid
has finally forced me to eat
healthy so I think it's only been
good for me so far," he said in
a tweet.
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The Delhi Police has arrested seven members of a gang
for allegedly making an extortion call to a Delhi-based

businessman.  
The accused have been identified as Jai Dixit (22),

Mandeep Singh (25) Raman Singh (26), Praveen Kumar
(31), Rajeev (26), Akash, all residents of Najafgarh and
Naveen Kumar (30), a resident of Nangli Sakrawati Village.

According to Deepak Purohit, the Deputy
Commissioner of Police (DCP), West district, on June 9,
a Delhi-based businessman lodged a report at Vikaspuri
police station that he received a call where the caller intro-
duced himself as Satineder alias Bhinda from Tihar Jail
and asked a ransom of Rs one crore, failing which he and
his family members would face dire consequences. 

“During investigation, it was revealed that the
mobile number was found to be snatched on May 24 from
Baba Haridas Nagar. It was recovered from the posses-
sion of Akash who disclosed that Praveen Kumar and
Rajeev gave him the phone,” said the DCP.

"On his instance, Praveen and Rajeev were also arrest-
ed. Praveen, a snatcher of west Delhi, disclosed that after
snatching the mobile phones, he used to remove the SIM
cards and pass to Bhinda gang members who used the
cards for ransom calls," said the DCP. 
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The Union Minister Amit
Shah on Wednesday fixed

the price of Covid -19 test at Rs
2,400 after the suggestion of a
committee which was set up in
an administrative meeting with
Delhi Chief Minister Arvind
Kejriwal and Lieutenant
Governor Anil Baijal.

According to MHA notifi-
cation to the Delhi Government,

from June 18, the test will be
done via new Rapid Antigen
methodology approved by the
Indian Medical Council
research(ICMR).

“As per the directives of
HM @AmitShah in providing
relief to the common man.
High level expert committee's
report on #COVID19  testing
rates received by
@MoHFW_INDIA  has been
further sent to Delhi Govt for

necessary action. It has been
decided to fix the test rate at
�2,400,” spokesperson, Ministry
of Home Affairs tweeted.

“Following the directives of
HM @AmitShah to increase
testing & quick delivery of results
in Delhi. From 18 June, Tests will
be done via new Rapid Antigen
methodology approved by
ICMR. Delhi would be given pri-
ority for these kits. 169 centers
have also been set up across

#Delhi,” adding details on the
matter, the spokesperson tweet-
ed. It may be recalled, on
Monday Shah called a meeting
in which house to house testing
of corona in containment zones,
addition of beds for the corona
patients and others measures to
tackle corona was discussed
with all stake holders including
Delhi government health min-
isters, officials and Director,
AIIMS.
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Deputy Chief Minister of
Delhi, Manish Sisodia,

inspected 50 coaches stationed
at Shakur Basti railway station
on Wednesday which have
been converted into isolation
centres. 

In view of the shortage of
beds in Delhi, these are the first
50 railway coaches of the 500
railway provided by the Centre
as decided in a meeting led by
Home Minister Amit Shah.

“A few days ago, in a meet-
ing here in Delhi  with  Home
Minister Amit Shah, he had
promised that the Centre
would provide special medical
coaches to Delhi. We have
been provided 50 coaches  with
800 beds so far.  I had gone to
inspect these coaches, to check
on the arrangements and if we
can start sending in patients,”
Sisodia said, adding, “But the
soaring temperatures and the
heat will make it problematic

for our medical staff to operate
while wearing heavy PPE
kits.We are trying our best to
improve the infrastructure and
to come up with a solution to
this, so that we can begin
deploying staff and admitting
patients at these isolation cen-
tres.”

“The Delhi Government
and Centre are working togeth-
er to fight this coronavirus cri-
sis and to provide beds for the
patients coming in for treat-
ment,” he added.
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Indian Railways has deployed
960 Covid care coaches in

five States such as Delhi, Uttar
Pradesh, Andhra Pradesh,
Telangana and Madhya
Pradesh.

Sustaining the fight against
Covid-19, Indian Railways is
making an all out effort to sup-
plement the health care efforts
of State Governments. Indian
Railways has geared up to pro-
vide its 5,231 Covid Care
Coaches to the States. Zonal
Railways have converted these
coaches as Covid Care Centres
to be used for very mild / mild
cases, a senior railways official
said.

The official said that out of
total 960 covid care coaches,
503 are deployed in Delhi, 20
in Andhra Pradesh, 60 in
Telangana, 372 in Uttar
Pradesh and 5 in Madhya

Pradesh.
In Delhi, 503 COVID Care

coaches are deployed at 9 loca-
tions. 50 COVID Care coach-
es are deployed at Shakurbasti,
267 at Anand Vihar, 21 at
Delhi Safdarjung, 50 at Delhi
Sarai Rohilla, 33 at Delhi Cant,
30 at Adarsh Nagar, 13 at Delhi
Shahadra, 13 at Tughlakabad
and 26 at Patel Nagar, he said.

“In Uttar Pradesh, total
372 COVID Care coaches have
been deployed at 23 different
locations i.e. Pundit Deen
Dayal Upadhyay junction,
Lucknow, Varanasi, Bhadohi,
Faizabad, Saharanpur,
Mirzapur, Subedarganj,
Kanpur, Jhansi, Jhansi
Workshop, Agra, Nakha Jungle,
Gonda, Nautanwa, Bahraich,
Varanasi City, Manduadih,
Mau, Bhatni, Bareilly City,
Farrukhabad and Kasganj,” he
said.

In Madhya Pradesh, a total

five coaches are deployed at
Gwalior. In Andhra Pradesh,
total 20 coaches are deployed at
Vijayawada while in Telangana,
a total of 60 such coaches are
deployed at 3 different loca-
tions i.e. Secunderabad,
Kachguda and Adilabad, he
added.

As per guidelines of
Ministry of Health and Family
Welfare (MoHFW)
Government of India, these
State Governments have sent
the requisition to Indian
Railways and Railways have
allocated these coaches to the
State/UTs.

It is worth mentioning that
Indian Railways is working as
Service Provider of Coaches as
COVID Care Centres as its
contribution to national cause.
Doctors and paramedics are to
be provided by State
Governments, he said.

Railways will deploy two

liaison officers for each location
of coaches to assist State
Government officials, he said,
adding that all efforts are being
made to reduce the heat in the
coaches in the given weather
conditions.

It may be noted that these
Coaches can be used for very
mild cases that can be clinical-
ly assigned to the Covid Care
centers as per guidelines issued
by MoHFW.

“These coaches can be
used in areas where the State
has exhausted the facilities and
needs to augment capacities for
isolation of both suspect and
confirmed Covid cases. These
facilities are part of the inte-
grated COVID plan developed
by MoHFW and NITI Ayog,”
he said.
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A46-year-old advocate allegedly com-
mitted suicide by consuming a

poisonous substance in the district
court premises at around 2 pm on
Wednesday.

His fellow advocates rushed him to
a private hospital where he was declared
dead by the doctors.

The probe team have also recovered
a suicide note from the incident spot
and further investigation is underway.
A property dispute is stated to be the
reason behind the incident, police said.

According to the police the victim
has been identified as Umesh Verma, a
resident of Ravi Nagar in Gurugram. He
took the extreme step in his chamber
number 256 in the local court premis-
es.

In his suicide note Verma stated that
He took the extreme step because of a
man identified as Dalchand Chauhan a
resident of Sohna from whom he had
purchased a 200 sq yard plot worth Rs.5
lakh in 2005 but as the registry was

banned in the area so he made an agree-
ment with Dalchand and also construct
a house in the half portion of the plot.

"As the property rate was high in the
last 15 years so Dalchand wanted to grab
the plot and filed a fake complaint
against him at the different police sta-
tions. So he was in extreme tension and
made Dalchand responsible for his
step," Verma alleged in the suicide note.

Police said the body of the deceased
has been kept in the mortuary for med-
ical examination.

“We have recovered a suicide note
from the incident spot in which a prop-
erty dispute stated to be reason behind
the suicide. The probe team will check
the allegations aroused by the deceased
and action will be taken against the
guilty as per the prescribed law. Further
probe into the matter is underway," said
Subhash Boken spokesperson of the
Gurugram police.

Meanwhile the fellow lawyers
demanded stern action against the
guilty so that the deceased and his fam-
ily get justice.
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Prime Minister Narendra
Modi on Wednesday rub-

bished all speculation of reim-
position of lockdown, calling
all Chief Ministers to “fight
rumours”, as he asked States
and Union Territories to be
ready for Unlock 2.0 while
being mindful of the chal-
lenges ahead.

Addressing the second day
of the video conference with
Chief Ministers of various
States, the Prime Minister said
that the country has been able
to fight COVID-19 and control
its spread because of the time-
ly measures taken by the
Government.

“At present, ventilator and
ICU care is needed for very few
patients across the country.
We have been able to fight
COVID19 and control its

spread because of the timely
measures taken by us," said
Modi. The number of patients
who have recovered from
COVID-19 till now is more
than the number of active
cases in the country, the Prime
Minister reiterated as he point-
ed out that a day before the
recovery rate of Coronavirus
affected people was over 50
percent in the country. India’s
coronavirus  count stands at
over 3,60,000 by June 17.

The Prime Minister reject-
ed  all speculations of bringing
back   lockdown  as he asked
states and Union Territories to
get ready for Unlock 2.0 while
being aware of the challenges.
While discussing strategy post
lockdown 01 with  the Chief
Ministers in  his 6th video con-
ference  with Chief Ministers
Modi told them that there is a
"need" to fight "rumours of

lockdown”.
The Chief Ministers

briefed the Prime Minister
about the ground situation in

states and their preparedness to
tackle the impact of coron-
avirus. They talked about
health infrastructure available

to meet the challenge and steps
taken to strengthen it further.

Union Home Minister
Amit Shah who participated in

the meeting said though the
country has been successful in
its fight against the pandemic,
but the “battle is far from
over”.

"We've so far been quite
successful in our fight against
the virus under the leadership
of the Prime Minister, but the
battle is far from over. He
underlined that as we begin to
unlock, we must stay vigilant,"

a statement  from the Prime
Minister’s office (PMO) quot-
ed Shah as saying.

"Chief Ministers thanked
the PM for his leadership and
briefed him about the ground
situation in states and their pre-
paredness to tackle the impact
of coronavirus. They talked
about health infrastructure
available to meet the challenge
and steps taken to strengthen

it further”, PMO said.
An added  focus  in the

meeting was on  Uttar Pradesh
and   Bihar.  Though the
patient count has been rela-
tively low in UP and Bihar, it
may  rise due to lakhs of
migrant workers who have
returned to their hometowns in
the two states. The Centre has
pushed  for increase in  testing
in these two States.
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Before a safe and effective
drug/vaccine becomes

available, combining isolation
and intensive contact tracing
with social distancing mea-
sures might be the most effec-
tive and efficient way to
achieve and maintain pan-
demic control, according to a
study published in The Lancet
Infectious Diseases journal.

Using social-contact data
on more than 40,000 individ-
uals from the BBC Pandemic
database to simulate SARS-
CoV-2 transmission in differ-
ent settings and under differ-
ent combinations of control
measures, the researchers esti-
mated that a high incidence of
Covid-19 would require a con-
siderable number of individu-
als to be quarantined to control
infection.

“Successful strategies will
likely include intensive testing
and contact tracing supple-
mented with moderate forms
of physical distancing, such as
limiting the size of social gath-
erings and remote working,
which can both reduce trans-
mission and the number of
contacts that need to be
traced," said study researcher

Dr Adam Kucharski from the
London School of Hygiene
&amp; Tropical Medicine in
the UK.

The researchers have used
social contact data to quanti-
fy the potential impact of con-
trol measures on 
reducing individual-level trans-
mission of SARS-CoV-2 in
specific settings.

They aimed to identify
not only what would theoret-
ically control transmission, but
what the practical implica-
tions of these measures would
be in terms of numbers quar-
antined.

However, the authors
noted that the model is based
on a series of assumptions
about the effectiveness of
testing, tracing, isolation, and
quarantine--for example
about the amount of time it
takes to isolate cases with
symptoms (average 2.6 days)
and the likelihood that their
contacts adhere to quarantine
(90 per cent)-which, although
plausible, are optimistic.

In the study, researchers
analysed data on how 40,162
people moved about the UK
and interacted with others
prior to Covid-19 to simulate
how combinations of differ-

ent testing, isolation, tracing,
and physical distancing sce-
narios might contribute to
reducing secondary cases.

They also modelled the
rate at which the virus is
transmitted-known as the
reproductive number (R), or
the average number of peo-
ple each individual with the
virus is likely to infect at a
given moment--under dif-
ferent strategies.

The model suggested that
mass testing alone, with five
per cent of the population
undergoing random testing
each week (i.e. 460,000 tests
per day in the UK), would
lower R to just 2.5 because so
many infect ions would 
either be missed or detected
too late.

Compared with no con-
trol measures, self-isolation
of symptomatic cases (at
home) alone reduced trans-
mission by an estimated 29
per cent.

“Our results highlight
several characteristics of
SARS-CoV-2 which make
effective isolation and contact
tracing challenging,” said
study co-author Dr Hannah
Fry from University College
London in the UK.
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With the stigmatisation of
people with Covid-19

becoming disturbingly com-
mon and hindering fight
against the virus, the Centre
has issued an illustrated guide,
saying that it is forcing people
to conceal symptoms, hesitate
in seeking medical care and
not follow interventions dur-
ing home quarantine.

“There have been reports
of harassment of Covid-19
patients as well as suicides by
infected persons fearing
ostracisation from the society.
Hence the guidelines to create
awareness among the com-
munity about the disease as
well as how to behave with the
patients,” said an official from
the Union Health Ministry
which has prepared the guide-
lines.

The guidelines with illus-
trations notes that the stigma-
tisation can lead to people
hiding symptoms, hesitate in
seeking medical help and not

following quarantine norms.
Henceforth, delay in the
reporting of cases or people
hiding will make the pandem-
ic management even more dif-
ficult.

The guide stated, “Covid-
19 pandemic is a public health
emergency that is causing a
stressful and difficult time for
everyone. During this crisis,
rumours and misinformation
create more stress and can
hamper Covid-19 recovery.”

The ministry suggested
that adopting preventive mea-
sures can be effective in pro-
tecting people from the dis-
ease. Though the virus is con-
tagious but preventive mea-
sures such as physical distanc-
ing, washing hands frequent-
ly and wearing a face cover and
mask are the key to prevent
infection. Further, the guide
States that if a person gets
infected despite precautions, it
is not his/her fault as anyone is
susceptible to contracting the
disease.

The patients and their

families need support and
cooperation. Those who have
recovered do not have the
virus and there is no risk of
transmission, the ministry stat-
ed. The guide related by the
ministry has listed Dos and
Don’ts according to which one
should be appreciative and
supportive of the efforts made
by frontline workers and share
positive stories of those who
have recovered from coron-
avirus.

The official said that there
have been various cases report-
ed about the way the commu-
nities have behaved with their
neighbours who return after
hospitalisation.

There has also been the
cases where a few Covid-19
patients committed suicide
before they could reach to the
hospitals. Social stigma asso-
ciated with a disease usually
arises from lack of awareness,
lack of education and lack of
correct perceptions about the
nature and implications of the
disease in question, he said.
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The Government has issued
Do’s and Don’ts for the

Bed and Breakfast (B&B),
Homestay and Farm-stay units
while attending tourists to
restrict further transmission of
the deadly coronavirus antici-
pating tourists activities amidst
further easing of the lockdown
restrictions.

According to the “Safety
and Hygiene Protocols and
Operational Recommendations
for Tourism Service Providers”,
the Union Ministry of Tourism
has asked the B&B/ Homestay/
Farmstay to take suitable mea-
sures such as online transac-

tions, maintain social distance
while providing accommoda-
tion and other tourist services.

The guidelines aims to
minimise all possible physical
contacts between a staff and
guest and maintain social dis-
tancing and other preventive
and safety measures to check
the spread of the deadly dis-
ease. 

A few days back, the
Ministry had issued SOPs for
hotels and restaurants.

“The guidelines also
endeavors to make the trace-
ability of the guests easier, in
case a situation in future war-
rants so,” a senior official from
the Ministry said.

Availability of hygiene and
sanitation equipment at 
pro-active replenishment, ther-
mal gun thermometer for tem-
perature checking of staff and
guests, hand sanitisers, hand
gloves and masks have to be
made available while 
sufficient disinfectants like
sodium hypochlorite has to be
carried out time to time, as per
the guidelines.

It also seek from the own-
ers of the accommodations to
ensure social distancing,
adoption of CPWD guidelines
in case of  air-
condit ioning/venti lat ion
while ensuring temperature
setting of all air conditioning

devices in the range of 24-30
C. Relative humidity should
be in the range of 40-70 per
cent, according to the guide-
lines.

“All  employees must
mandatori ly  download
Aarogya Setu mobile appli-
cation while staff must use
tray to avoid hand contact
while serving water bottle/

toiletries/ medicines/ food
etc. while maintaining 6 feet
distance.

“In case any guest devel-
ops symptoms of Covid-19,
he/she has to be accommo-
dated in a room or a desig-
nated area where they are iso-
lated from others till such
time he/she is examined by a
doctor,” says the guidelines.

The staff need to maintain
empathy with the guests and
in case suspected 
guests flee/ not traceable,
inform the police immedi-
ately.

The guidelines have rules
for the guests too asking them
not to step out of the room

unnecessarily. “Wear a mask
whenever outside the room
and Keep the doors closed
and avoid any contact with
the doorknobs,” it says.

Payments should be made
via an online platform with
cashless transactions only.
“After every check-out, tables,
cupboards,  wardrobes,  
lockers, light switches, mir-
rors, electronic devices or
any other item which a guest
may touch during his/her
stay, should be cleaned prop-
erly. Garbage needs to be dis-
posed as – dry, wet, glass,
biodegradable in bio-hazard
bags as per the Government
rules” says the guidelines
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Senior Indian Forest Service
(IFS) officer Ramesh Kumar

Pandey from UP Cadre has
been appointed Director,
National Zoological Park in the
national Capital. The zoo has
been in the controversy lately
for various reasons including
allegations of mismanagement
in recording deaths of wild ani-
mals and their illegal procure-
ment.

Prior to this current post-
ing at NZP also known as
Delhi Zoo, Pandey, the 1996-
batch IFS officer was serving as

Chief Conservator Forests in
Lucknow and Secretary, UP
State Bio-diversity Board. He is
known for his investigation
and intelligence gathering on
poachers. He was  recently
conferred with prestigious Asia
Environmental Enforcement
Award by the United Nations
Environment Programme.
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Expediting settlement of
claims through concilia-

tion, the National Highways
Authority of India (NHAI) has
settled claims worth �13,349
crore for �3,743 crore, the
Government said on
Wednesday.

In its endeavour for faster
settlement of claims and reduc-
ing liabilities thereby, NHAI has
rigorously started the process of
conciliation by constituting
three Conciliation Committees
of Independent Experts (CCIE)

of three members each, it said.
“NHAI is working on a fast

track mode to resolve all the dis-
putes through conciliation...Till
Now, 108 cases have been
referred to CCIE and claims
worth Rs 13,349 crore have
been successfully settled for an
amount of Rs 3,743 crore," the
Ministry of Road Transport
and Highways said in a state-
ment.

These conciliation com-
mittees are being headed by
retired officials from the judi-
ciary, senior experts from pub-
lic administration, finance as
well as from the private sector.

As per the Arbitration Act,
2015 and its amendment in
2019, all arbitration disputes are
to be settled within a period of
12 to 18 months.

“However, the possibility of
resolution of claims within 12
months is very less, as it involves
various procedures," it said.

At the same time, the con-
ciliation route ensures amicable
settlement of claims in faster,
fairer and transparent manner,
the statement said.

Conciliation-cum-settle-
ment proceedings are complet-
ed in each case through five sit-
tings within a period of not
more than six months from the
day the reference is made to
CCIE.

Moreover, conciliation as
per the Arbitration and
Conciliation (Amendment) Act,
2015 is more robust, much
faster and the settlement arrived
through this process has the
same legal value as of an arbi-
tral award or decree of court, it
said.

Conciliation of cases is not
only reducing the legal hassles
of both the parties in a long-
drawn arbitration process but
the money stuck in arbitral
cases can be unlocked for revival
of the private sector, it added.
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Abiography about a person and that
too more than a century after his

death, speaks volumes about his great-
ness. The man who would have been the
“Mahatma” and “the Father of the
Nation” had he not rejected such titles
and honorifics is making a virtual come
back to India’s political narratives 103
years after his demise. 

It was Mahatma Gandhi himself who
described Dadabhai Naoroji as Mahatma
and Father of the Nation which he polite-
ly declined. Later, the first Asian to get
elected as the member of the British
Parliament, Dadabhai Naoroji was con-
ferred the title “The Grand Old Man of
India” by the people of the country.

What makes Naoroji stand out in
Indian history is the fact that it was this
Gujarati-speaking Parsi born in Navsari
who told the world through his interna-
tionally acclaimed work “Poverty and Un-
British Rule in India” (1901) that focused
on how the British colonial rulers trans-
ferred wealth from India to England.

“Britain is draining money out of
India,” said Naoroji and he proved the
same with economics, commerce and
statistics at a time when calculators and

computers were unheard of. It was in
2006 Angus Maddison, economic his-
torian, told the world that India and
China accounted for half the Gross
Domestic Product (GDP) of the world
till 1820.

Dadabhai Naoroji was the most
important modern Indian leader before
Gandhi. It is hard to imagine what Indian
nationalism would have looked like
without him. We can find his influence
in its bedrock ideas, its institutions, its
guiding principles, and its ultimate
goals. 

He was also a remarkable figure in
British history. Naoroji put Indian pol-
itics in touch with the wider world. He
cultivated relations with anti-imperial-
ists in Europe and America, suffragists
and women's rights advocates, interna-
tional socialists, Irish home rulers, and
members of the global African diaspo-
ra. And yet, surprisingly, Naoroji is today
curiously forgotten in India, Great
Britain, and the wider world. My book
is a direct response to this contemporary
neglect, stressing Naoroji's historical
significance and the continued relevance
of his ideas,” said Dinyar Patel, author of
the book “Naoroji-Pioneer of Indian
Nationalism”.
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Despite an abatement in the num-
ber of  persons testing positive

for coronavirus on Wednesday in
Kerala, Chief Minister Pinarayi
Vijayan has sounded a caution and
asked the people to be careful in the
coming days in view of more num-
ber of expatriates returning home
from abroad. The State saw 75 per-
sons testing positive for Covid-19 on
Wednesday out of which 53 were
expatriates and 19 from other parts
of the country.

‘We have entered a very serious
phase of the pandemic. Since the day
we relaxed the restrictions, the num-
ber of covid patients  have shot up.
Till May 3rd there were only 3
deaths in Kerala. But the lifting of the
restrictions saw the fatalities increas-
ing and till date 20 persons have
died,” said the Chief Minister who
briefed the media late Wednesday
evening.

Vijayan said the Centre should
bear the expenses of Truenat Beta
Covid-19 detection tests to be con-
ducted at airport abroad for Keralites
returning home. The Chief  Minister
alleged that the Central Government

was wavering in its stance frequent-
ly while his government has been
steadfast in its policies.   

Earlier in the day, the Kerala cab-
inet in its weekly meeting decided
that only those expatriates who
carry no-covid-19 certificates would
be allowed to come back to Kerala.
Those expatriates wishing to come
back to the State from abroad have
to get certified by a doctor at the
beginning of the journey back home.
The Kerala Government has written
to the Centre to issue directives to
embassies in all countries to make
arrangements for Truenat Beta
Covid-19 detection test at the air-
ports for testing the passengers
returning to the State.

The decision is believed to be in
the backdrop of the surge in coron-
avirus positive cases in expatriates
coming back to the State as part of
the Vande Bharat Mission. There has
been increase in the number of
covid-19 cases in the State following
the return of expatriates.

K Surendran, Kerala BJP
President, said the decision of the
Kerala Government making no-
covid  certificate mandatory is cruel
and with an eye to subvert the

Vande Bharat Flights instituted by the
Centre. Dr Vishad Viswanath,
Thiruvananthapuram based rheuma-
tologist, is of the view that though
outwardly everything looks fine in
the State , the slow but steady
increase in the number of coron-
avirus cases was a matter of concern.
“As on date there are nearly 1300
covid-19 patients in the State. With
more and more Non-Resident
Indians returning to the State in the
coming weeks, we do have fear
about a surge in the number of
cases,” said Dr Viswanath.

He said the absence of a vaccine
and Kerala’s dependence on other
States for food and vegetables are fac-
tors causing worries even among
medical fraternity. “The initial fear
seems to have dissipated but there is
a looming threat of wider outbreak,”
said Dr Viswanath. He pointed out
that though people wear facemasks
in public places, they are not keen on
maintaining social distancing.

The doctor who is keenly mon-
itoring the character of the coron-
avirus in the State expressed his sat-
isfaction over the low mortality of
Kerala which he explained as the one
of the lowest in the world.
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With 2,174 persons testing
positive for coronavirus

on Wednesday and 48 persons
succumbing to the pandemic
on a single day, Tamil Nadu has
reached a new high in the
number of covid-19 patients
and the intensity of 
transmission.

The release issued by the
Government of Tamil Nadu on
Wednesday said the total num-
ber of cases diagnosed as pos-
itive for the pandemic covid till
date  reached 50,193 and the
total fatalities 576.

The dead include
Damodaran (57), private sec-
retary to Chief Minister
Edappadi Palaniswamy. He was
ailing for sometime and had
been admitted to Government
Rajiv Gandhi General Hospital
in Chennai where he breathed
his last on Wednesday. There
are reports that  123 employees
working in the State Secretariat
have been tested positive for
coronavirus.

In a major achievement,
the Health Department could
test 25,463 samples in just 24
hours, said the release. Tamil

Nadu has 79 laboratories across
the State functioning 24X7 to
test samples.

While these laboratories
tested 24,621 persons on
Wednesday, till date the State
has tested 7.37 lakh persons.
The day saw 842 patients
returning home cured of the
pandemic and  this took the
total number of patients who
have been cured of the disease
to 27,624.

Chennai continued to be
the epicentre of Tamil Nadu’s
coronavirus cases as 1,276 of
the 2,174 were from the
Metropolis. Chengalpet(162),
Tiruvallur (90) and
Kancheepuram (61) are the
other districts with high coro-
navirus cases. All these districts
would be locked down from
June 19 for 12 days as part of
the measures to control the
spread of the pandemic.

Out of the 48 deaths on
Wednesday, ten persons died
without co-morbidities while
the remaining 38 persons
including a nonagenarian had
co-morbidities (they were suf-
fering from serious ailments). 

A release issued by Chief
Secretary K Shanmugam said
the decision to lock down the

four districts was taken as a fol-
low up to the requests made by
the collectors  of  remaining
districts who told the govern-
ment that they would get
enough elbow room to control
the pandemic if these four dis-
tricts are shut down.

The lockdown has been
ordered under Disaster
Management Act 2005, said the
release issued by the chief sec-
retary. 

Though factories have
been allowed to function, the
operating staff have to stay
inside the factory premises or
in a spot close to the factory.
Similarly construction activities
would continue with workers
deployed in the site. Except for
medical emergencies no pub-
lic or private vehicles would be
allowed in these four districts.

Wednesday saw shoppers
in Chennai scrambling along
lanes and by-lanes to buy
essential commodities and
throwing social distancing
guidelines to the winds. 

The government order has
clearly stated that all shops sell-
ing essential commodities
would remain open from 6 am
to 2pm during the lock down
period. 
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Adopting a new practice, the
Jammu & Kashmir

Government on  Wednesday
decided to operationalise 'dur-
bar move' offices in both the
cities of Jammu and Srinagar
with effect from July 6, 2020. 

As per the Government
order issued by the General
Administration department,
different departments have
been directed to operationalise
their headquarters along with
records for the forthcoming
Annual durbar move- 2020.

According to a press state-
ment issued by the department
of Information and Public
Relations, “The departments
whose headquarters will move
to Srinagar include Civil
Aviation,  Culture,  Estates,

Finance,  Floriculture, General
Administration,  Horticulture,
Higher Education, Hospitality
& Protocol, Industries &
Commerce,  Information
Technology,  Law, Justice &
Parliamentary Affairs,  Labour
& Employment,  Public Works,
Social Welfare,  School
Education,  Skill Development,
Tourism , Youth, Services &
Sports.

While as Animal/Sheep
Husbandry & Fisheries , ARI &
Trainings, Cooperative,
Disaster Management Relief,
Rehabilitation Reconstruction,
Election, Food, Civil Supplies
& Consumer Affairs,  Forest,
Ecology & Environment ,
Health & Medical Education,
Home, Housing & Urban
Development, Information, Jal
Shakti, Planning, Development

& Monitoring, Power
Development, Revenue, Rural
Development & Panchayati
Raj, Transport and  Tribal
Affairs will function from
Jammu Secretariat.

Likewise, Agriculture
Production and Science &
Technology would function
from both Jammu and Srinagar
Secretariats.

In its previous order dated
June 8, the General
Administration department
had made it clear that the civil
secretariat complex will remain
functional both at Jammu and
Srinagar  and the move
employees shall work on 'as is
where is' basis i.e Kashmir
based staff shall work from
Srinagar secretariat  and
Jammu based staff shall work
from Jammu secretariat. 
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The CBI has conducted raids at five locations
in Mumbai in connection with a case regis-

tered against two firms and four individuals,
including city BJP leader Mohit Kamboj for
allegedly defrauding Bank of India to the tune of
�57.26 crore.

The locations where searches were conduct-
ed in Mumbai included that of the residential &
official premises of Kamboj and other accused
including private companies allegedly involved
in the fraud. 

The searches led to recovery of certain
incriminating documents including property,
loan, various bank account details & locker keys.

The CBI has registered a case against two
Mumbai based private companies & others
including MD, Directors of private company and
unknown others including unknown public ser-
vants/bank officials on the allegations of cheat-
ing Bank of India to the tune of �57.26
crore.

The firms and individuals named in the case
are: M/s. Avyaan Overseas Pvt. Ltd. (Now
known as M/s. Bagla Overseas Pvt. Ltd.),
Mumbai and its Managing Director Mohit
Kamboj, Jitendra Gulshan Kapoor, Siddhant
Bagla,  Irtesh Mishra (All Directors of private
company) and M/s. KBJ Hotels Goa Pvt. Ltd.

The CBI’s case that  between 2013 and 2018,
the Mumbai-based Avyaan Overseas Pvt. Ltd.
represented by its MD and others including
unknown public servants allegedly entered into
a conspiracy with an intent to cheat the Bank of
India, Mid Corporate Branch, Fort, Mumbai in
the matter of availing FB Purchase/ Foreign Bills
Negotiation Limit and Export Packaging Credit
Limit.

As part of the alleged conspiracy, the com-
pany allegedly got sanctioned and released said
facilities of Rs.60 crore (approx.). After availing
the said limits, the accused company allegedly
diverted the funds and prepared forged and fab-
ricated documents in support of the claim, result-
ing in a loss to the tune of �57.26 crore (approx.)
was caused  to the Bank of India.

Kamboj, who is being investigated by the
CBI's economic offences unit in the bank fraud
case, is general secretary of BJP (Mumbai).
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Apparently irked at being “ignored” in
the Wednesday’s virtual meeting

between Prime Minister Narendra Modi
and the Chief Ministers, Mamata
Banerjee said a day would come when
Bengal would not wait to be invited in
such meetings but would convene them.

While her senior party leaders on
Tuesday called the omission of her
name from the list of speakers in the PM-
CMs meet as an affront to Bengal, the
Chief Minister herself said that not being
invited to speak in one meeting should
not be construed as big issue “because
they (Centre) have not invited us to talk
because they might have thought that we
are not worth it or there could be some
other reason. So there is no reason to take
it very seriously.”

The Chief Minister was briefing the
media on the State’s corona status reports
on Wednesday when she made such
remarks reminding “Bengal is a State that
always prefers to keep its head held
high… Invitation to speak or not we will
continue to move ahead with our heads
held high,” she said adding a day will
come when Bengal will organize such
meetings and invite others for talks.

“Remember the famous adage that
‘what Bengal thinks today rest of India
thinks tomorrow’ and be sure that one
day Bengal will take the centre stage and
convene such meetings and invite oth-
ers for talks instead of being invited,” she
said.

Claiming that the corona situation
was improving in Bengal she said that the

recovery rate in the State had crossed the
50 percentage mark adding “today there
are more people who have recovered
than those who are being treated.”

While the number of patients getting
treated were about 5,386 the number of
those getting cured were 6,028 she said.
The total number of cases in Bengal had
crossed 12,000 mark.

Insisting that the State’s corona sit-
uation wa under control till the migrant
workers were shifted back to the State
Banerjee said “we have received about 12
lakh migrant workers and the number
will go up further as some more trains
are coming with people from hotspots,”
and added that “the States corona situ-
ation would have been far better had
there not been a large-scale entry of
infected people from the other States.”

Meanwhile, a former Bengal
Minister and Siliguri Mayor Ashok
Bhattacharya has been found infected
with corona sources said. He was initially
admitted with renal infection but sub-
sequent tests conducted on him con-
firmed his infection. The septuagenari-
an CPI(M) leader from Siliguri was cur-
rently undergoing treatment in a private
facility in the North Bengal city.

Besides, a senior official of South
Eastern Railway and 10 policemen from
Jagat Ballabhpur Police Station in
Howrah were also found to be corona
infected sources said.

Kolkata: Chief Minister Mamata Banerjee has
expressed solidarity with the Centre in its deci-
sion vis a vis China and appealed to New Delhi
to take appropriate measures to resolve the issue
soon. Though the Chief Minister would not com-
ment on the border dispute saying it was for the
External Affairs Ministry to talk she welcomed
the Prime Minister’s decision to call an all-party
meeting on the issue.

Banerjee who on Wednesday announced a
compensation of �5 lakh for the next of kin of the
two soldiers who sacrificed their lives in Indo-
China border skirmish also offered jobs to one
person each from the two families. Rajesh Orang
and Bipul Roy were from Birbhum and Alipurduar
districts of Bengal. 

They fell to the cowardly acts of the enemy
soldiers along with their 18 other comrades when
the Chinese soldiers suddenly mounted a
medieval-type barbaric attack on unsuspecting
Indian soldiers when peace talks were going on
in the evening of June 15. 

Subsequently writing her condolences
Banerjee tweeted: “My heartfelt condolences to
the families of the brave men martyred at
Galwan Valley. I’m at pain to say that two of them
belonged to West Bengal: Sepoy Rajesh Orang (Vill
Belgoria, PS Md Bazar, Birbhum) & Bipul Roy on
General Duty (Vill Bindipara, PS Samuktala,
Alipurduar).”

She further wrote: “Nothing can compensate
for the supreme sacrifice made by them for the
nation or the bereaved families’ loss. We stand by
the (families of the) next of the sons of our soil
in this difficult time. To this regard, we'll provide
� 5 lakh & a Go WB job to one member in the
deceased’s family.” PNS
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Congress on Wednesday
decided to field senior

party leader BK Hariprasad and
incumbent Naseer Ahmed as
candidates for the coming leg-
islative council polls in
Karnataka.

“The Congress President
Sonia Gandhi has approved the
proposal for the candidature of
BK Hariprasad and Naseer
Ahmed as Congress candi-
dates to contest the biennial
elections to the Legislative
Council of Karnataka to be
elected by the MLAs,” the
AICC said in a release.

The election is necessitat-
ed as the term of seven MLCs
— Naseer Ahmed, Jayamma,
MC Venugopal, NS Bose Raju,
HM Revanna (all Congress),
TA Sharavana (JDS) and inde-
pendent DU Mallikarjuna —
will end June 30.

Polling will be held on
June 29 to fill seven MLC
berths, and June 18 is the last
date for filing of nominations.
While the BJP is in a position
to win four out of seven seats,
the Congress can win two and
the JD(S) one. Twenty-eight
valid votes of MLAs are
required for each candidate to
win.

Hariprasad's candidature
has been announced as his
tenure in the Rajya Sabha is
coming to end on June 25. He
has also served as general sec-
retary of the party. Naseer
Ahmed, who is retiring as
MLC on June 30, will be seek-
ing another term.
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Amaravati: With 275 fresh
Covid-19 cases reported in the
past 24 hours ending 9 a.m. on
Wednesday in Andhra Pradesh,
the cumulative tally of the state
reached 5,555. The spike in the
number of cases is the highest
as the previous one-day high
was 253 reported on Sunday.

With two more deaths, the
death toll on Wednesday was
reported to be 90. One death
was reported from Kurnool
while the other was reported
from Guntur.

However, the mortality rate
of the state has been improving
as it dipped from 1.31 per cent
to 1.27 per cent on Wednesday.

As per the latest data,
Andhra Pradesh stands at 11th
position in terms of mortality
among other states of the coun-
try. The nationwide mortality
rate has jumped to 3.36 per cent
from 2.9 per cent.The total
number of active cases in the
State went up to 2,559 from
2,341 while 55 people recovered
and were discharged from the
hospital.  IANS
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New Delhi: After 20 soldiers
were martyred in Ladakh, anti-
China protests erupted with
protesters burning Chinese
products and images of China’s
President Xi Jinping across
India. 

From Uttar Pradesh's
Varanasi to Jharkhand’s Ranchi
and Bihar’s Patna to Rajasthan’s
Bikaner, people came out on
streets to protest against the
Chinese troops. The
Confederation of All India
Traders (CAIT) has released a
list of more than 500 Chinese
products to be boycotted.  The
traders also demanded cancel-
lation of Chinese firm bid for the
Delhi-Meerut Regional Rail
Transit System. In the meantime,
the Swadeshi Jagran Manch
called for a ban on the Chinese
companies in the tendering
process in the country.

“By calling for the boycott of
these Chinese products, the
objective is to reduce import of
Chinese Finished goods by $13
billion or about Rs one lakh
crore, by December 2021,” CAIT
Secretary General Praveen
Khandelwal said.

“We have raised some very
important issues with the gov-
ernment today including can-
cellation of Delhi-Meerut RRTS
project. It should be given to an
Indian company instead of the
Chinese firm. Secondly, the
government should look close-
ly at Chinese funding in various
Indian startups such as Paytm
and BigBasket,” Khandelwal
said. The issue of People's Bank
of China (PBoC) recently rais-
ing its stake in the country's
largest non-banking mortgage
provider HDFC was also taken
up, Khandelwal added.

The list of over 500 items
released by CAIT include
FMCG products, consumer
durables, toys, furnishing fabrics,
textiles, builder hardware,
footwear, apparel, kitchen items,
luggage, hand bags, cosmetics,
gift items, electrical and elec-
tronics, fashion apparel, food,
watches. gems and jwellery,
clothing, stationery, paper,
household items, furniture, light-
ing, health and, packaging prod-
ucts, auto parts, Yarn, Feng
Shui Items, Diwali and Holi
Items and optical items. PNS
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Several parts of North India saw a rise in tem-
peratures as Rajasthan continues to endure

heat wave conditions with mercury soaring over
48°C in Bikaner and Jaisalmer on Wednesday.

The India Meteorological Department
(IMD) predicted heatwave to severe heatwave
conditions over West Rajasthan and heat-wave
conditions over East Rajasthan and Punjab over
the next two to three days. In the national cap-
ital, the heat wave is likely to continue for anoth-
er 3 days with temperature remaining above
40°C before light rains could bring some
respite.

Boosted by two low-pressure systems, one
over southeast Arabian which later turned into
‘severe cyclone’ Nisarga and another system over
the Bay of Bengal, the IMD said the monsoon
was passing through Kandla and Ahmedabad
(Gujarat), Indore, Raisen, and Khajuraho
(Madhya Pradesh) and Fatehpur and Bahraich
in Uttar Pradesh, where it has reached at least
five days in advance. IMD said the low-pressure

system, which helped the monsoon flow
advance, has weakened now. So, there is unlike-
ly to be any rain in northwest India over the next
three days. It added the monsoon, was, howev-
er, on a normal track.

It said that it is expected to arrive in Delhi
earlier than the normal date of June 27. It has
covered areas of eastern Uttar Pradesh, western
and eastern Madhya Pradesh, IMD said. The
national capital region and the nearby areas in
northwest areas will continue to experience
above normal temperatures for the next three
days.

Meanwhile, “isolated to fairly widespread”
rainfall with a thunderstorm, lightning and gusty
winds are also expected over the Western
Himalayan Region and plains of Northwest India
between June 19 and June 21, according to the
weather office.

Widespread rains are also very likely along
the West Coast with isolated heavy to very heavy
falls over Coastal Karnataka, Konkan and Goa,
Northeast, East and adjoining Central India dur-
ing the next five days.
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The Maharashtra Government added
1000 additional Covid-19 beds to

the available health infrastructure in
Mumbai on Wednesday, as chief min-
ister Uddhav Thackeray inaugurated
the Phase-II of the makeshift hospital
at Bandra Kurla Complex (BKC) in
north-central Mumbai.

The state-run Mumbai
Metropolitan Region Development
Authority (MMRDA), which had
undertaken the construction of this
hospital facility on March 30 BKC
grounds today handed it over to the
Brihanmumbai Municipal Corporation
(BMC).

With these new beds, the total
number of    Dedicated COVID
Hospitals (DCH) and Dedicated
COVID Health Centres (DCHC) to
treat patients classified as either “mod-
erately ill” or “severely ill” has gone up
to 11450.

While inaugurating the new make-
shift health facility at a virtual function,
chief minister Uddhav Thackeray said
that by setting up a massive Covid-19
facility – including Intensive Care
units -- on an open BKC ground,
Maharashtra had set an example for
other states in the country.        

The new Phase II facility has addi-
tional 1,000 beds, of which 100 beds
will serve as the intensive care unit
(ICU), while the rest of the 900 beds
will have oxygen and non-oxygen
facilities.

The facility is equipped with ven-
tilator machines (30 units), dialysis
machines(18 units), ICCU beds (107)
incuding five function motarised beds,
CT-scan machine, R.O System
(1250LPH), quarantine beds, oxygen
pipeline connection, noiseless session,
portable X-ray machine,
Electrocardiography machine, Pulse
Oxymetre, computed radiology solu-
tions, digital BP apparatus, portal ses-

sion, mortuary (12 dead bodies) besides
having housekeeping staff to take care
of BKC's both the COVID care 
centre.

The makeshift hospital has been
constructed using German tent tech-
nology, and the structure is designed
to be waterproof.

MMRDA Commissioner R A
Rajeev said: “We are really very happy
to set up this mega health care centre
at BKC for the treatment of COVID
positive patients. It gives me immense
confidence that we were able to do our
bit in this critical time of 
Pandemic”

“The patients who received treat-
ment in the first phase facility of the
healthcare centre have shared their tes-
timony and expressed their satisfaction
in getting timely treatment and neces-
sary care which was required to elim-
inate corona. I only hope and pray that
we as a nation fight corona and once
again start living our routine life,
Rajeev said.

For the construction of the first
phase of covid care centre at BKC,  the
MMRDA had incurred an expenditure
of Rs 19.01 crore.

The Phase I  facility has 1036 quar-
antine beds, oxygen pipeline connec-
tion, portable X-ray machines,
Electrocardiography machine, Pulse
Oxymetre, computed radiology solu-
tions, digital BP apparatus, portal ses-
sion, laboratory fridge and hot air oven,
rapid point blood gas analyzer, bed side
lockers, CCTV cameras, etc to keep an
closer security and safety check on cen-
tre

Apart from the first phase of
Corona Care Centre-2 (CCC-2) –
having 1000-bed capacity – set up at the
BKC grounds, the Maharashtra gov-
ernment had earlier created second
such facility with a capacity of 2600
beds at Goregaon’s NSE ground in
north Mumbai and modular hospital
at Mahalaxmi race course.
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Paradoxically, Chinese
President Xi Jinping
appears to have been
inspired by the old impe-
rial tradition that “every-

thing under the heavens belongs to
the emperor.” He has got himself
elected as the emperor by the
Central Committee of the
Communist Party of China. Like
him, Joseph Stalin, a Russian dic-
tator (1924-53), dreamt super
dreams. Before World War II,
Russia was a normal European
power. There was no superpower
in Europe. It was the American
influence on the continent during
and after the war that gave rise to
this new geopolitical concept.
Moreover, many Russians believed
that they had primarily won the
war because they reached Berlin
first; perhaps so did Stalin.
Thereafter, presumptuously,
Moscow postured as a superpow-
er equal to the US. America had
the atom bomb and, therefore, the
Soviet Union had to have one, no
matter the cost. By 1952, the
Pentagon had exploded a ther-
monuclear device. Stalin was impa-
tient and regardless of the cost pro-
portionate to the Soviet economy,
a thermonuclear bomb was ready
in 1953. That was not really beat-
ing the US and, hence, the Sputnik,
the world’s first artificial earth
satellite, was floated in October
1957. Here, the US appeared over-
taken in the space race.

Stalin died in 1953 but his spir-
it of superpowerdom, no matter
the cost, carried on, to the extent
that the First Secretary, Nikita
Khrushchev, thumped his shoe on
the table at the United Nations
(UN). He also told the US, implic-
itly the entire capitalist world,
that “we shall bury you.” No mat-
ter who the First Secretary or the
Prime Minister was, the intoxica-
tion carried on merrily until
Mikhail Gorbachev became the
First Secretary. He immediately
knew that his country was well past
bankruptcy and called for
Perestroika (reconstruction) and
Glasnost (openness). But hardly
could anyone realise that it was for-
mer US President Ronald Reagan
and his programme of “Star Wars”
that finished the Soviet economy.
It was a competition in escalation
of arms that the Soviets could not
afford and fell by the wayside. To
try and revive it, India’s then
Prime Minister, PV Narasimha
Rao, doled out $1 billion to
Moscow when Boris Yeltsin was

the President. Meanwhile, the
16 Soviet Republics that made
up the Union broke up.

Had Joseph Stalin contin-
ued to believe that he was a
“European” and not “superian”,
would such an eventuality have
come to pass? The empire the
Tsars had so assiduously built
over two centuries crashed in
1990-91. Uncannily, it took at
least three decades until after
the World War II before the US
devised a clear-cut, simple strat-
egy to defeat the Soviet Union.
That began when former
President Ronald Reagan came
to power in 1981 and soon con-
demned the Soviet Union as an
“evil empire” and decided on an
arms race to test how far the
Soviets could sustain such a
race. They could not build any-
thing similar to what the
Americans had envisaged ie,
platforms in the skies to fire
lasers at and destroy incoming
ballistic missiles. The Soviet
rulers could apparently not
understand what was going on.
All they knew was that they
were short of every kind of
necessity, food, consumer goods
and industrial manufacturing of
sophistication. Yet, they did
not cut down on their military
budget. In fact, former
President Mikhail Sergeyevich
Gorbachev of the USSR reiter-
ated his predecessors’ policy by
stating that his country would
“match the Star Wars build-up
of the US.” Evidently, he was
oblivious of the economic situ-
ation his country was in. There
was no comparison between the

economic strengths of the two
powers and the inevitable crash
of the USSR happened.

Nevertheless, it was also
Gorbachev, the last of the Soviet
Union’s First Secretaries, who
was the first one to see the rot
within his country’s system.
He embarked on Perestroika,
which meant reconstruction.
Well-wishers of Russia would
have wished that he had
stopped at Perestroika and not
coupled his reform programme
with Glasnost or openness or
democracy. These two reforms
together led to chaos rather
than any improvement. 

The contrast was seen in
China under Deng Xiaoping,
wherein he confined his coun-
try’s reforms to Perestroika. Of
course, Deng’s words were:
“The colour of the cat does not
matter so long as it catches
mice.” To this day, over 30
years later, there is no real
Glasnost in China. There has
been Perestroika all the way but
no freedom or democracy.
Those classes, who have
enriched China and themselves
through these reforms, obvious-
ly feel powerful. The question
is: Will they remain subservient
in a communist regime or seek
a democratic vote before long?

Communist China has pur-
sued the same autocratic path
as has been its tradition for the
last 22 centuries as was the
Russian from time immemor-
ial. The Soviet regime was
called a “dictatorship of the peo-
ple.” Before 1917, it was the
imperial rule of the Tsars. The

modern rulers probably pre-
sumed that the old blood runs
in the veins of the modern
youth, whether rich or poor. In
reality, the soil is ideal for dic-
tatorship so long as the society
is feudal. The time the Soviet
Union turned an industrial
autocracy, inefficiencies began
to show up. The Soviet rulers
did not have the vision to
detect this decline. World War-
II, under the love of mother
Russia to an extent, enthused
the workers and concealed the
deficiencies. In this context,
the worst enemy is the absence
of democracy. Rulers do not
obtain any feedback from their
people. Those, who provide
such feedback, do so through
the screen of terror.

The other factor is that
autocracy, whether Russian,
Soviet or Chinese, acts as a per-
petual inebriant and keeps the
rulers out of contact with their
people. In the bargain, they
should have plenty of time to
think about governance;
although they miss out on what
their people want. This discon-
nect is an eternal fault of dicta-
torship. The commissars have
suffered from it; the Chinese
less so and the Russians more.
Perhaps they have learnt a les-
son from the Soviets. 

Another fault of autocracy
is the immediate feeling of
power in the ruler. The wiser
person restrains himself. While
retiring, Deng had advised his
successors to “hide their
strength and bide their time.”
Three of his successors name-

ly, Zhao Ziyang, Jiang Zemin
and Hu Jintao followed this
advice. They took care not to
annoy the US. China traded
prolifically with the West and
deposited dollars with
Washington. All was hunky
dory.

President Xi Jinping, how-
ever, is given to ambition and
has had himself declared
emperor and, thus, made it clear
that he is recalling the entire
past imperial era of his country.
The Chinese call themselves the
“Middle Kingdom” and their
emperor has represented the
heavens on earth. Earlier
American Presidents, confi-
dent in their country’s suprema-
cy, did not take much notice of
all this. However, US President
Donald Trump is a business-
man by vocation and recently,
the world has been ravaged by
the COVID-19 virus that began
from the city of Wuhan in
China. Business is an exchange
of goods or services for money
and not for anything else,
including diplomacy or flattery.
But recently, China veered from
the path of business to that of
overt power. In the process, it
has very few friends other than
North Korea and Pakistan. 

This may not be the fault of
the communist ideology
because history has seen any
number of dictators drunk with
power and embarking upon
disproportionate campaigns,
leading their countries to ruin.

(The writer is a well-known
columnist and an author. Views
expressed are personal)
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Sir — In a hearing last Sunday,
a Supreme Court Bench granted
relief from arrest until July 6 to
journalist Vinod Dua while
refusing to stay the sedition case
against him. The case had been
lodged against him by a purport-
ed BJP leader. Dua has been
booked for allegedly instigating
violence against the Government
and of accusing the Prime
Minister of using deaths and ter-
ror attacks to garner votes. 

Interestingly, when Dua’s
lawyer asserted that the com-
plainant in the case is a “pup-
pet in the hands” of the ruling
party, he was reportedly asked
by the court to not “use such
adjectives.”  While respectfully
agreeing with this advice, one
wonders how else can one
describe the numerous news
channels and print media hous-
es, which in the garb of nation-
alism, praise the Government
all day and spread fear against
dissent so that people who
agree with Dua and others like
him cannot speak up in their
support. How long can people
be expected to be silent?

Bidyut Kumar Chatterjee
Faridabad

������	��������

Sir — It was distressing to read
a report about a 70-year-old
woman from Odisha’s Nuapada
district, who was seen dragging
her 100-year-old bedridden
mother on a cot to a nearby bank
to withdraw pension money of
�1,500. As a banker, I under-
stand the plight of the manag-

er, who was the lone officer, and
the problems he faced in man-
aging the surging crowd single-
handedly. When it is a single-
man branch and given the cir-
cumstances, should not the high-
er authorities have extended
staff support to the manager?
Are they, too, not equally or even
more responsible for the incident
to happen? A policy decision
must be taken by banks to

ensure at least two officers are
present in every branch despite
their size.

Tharcius S Fernando
Chennai

���	������	������

Sir — This refers to the article,
“Amid crisis, brewing politics can
wait” (June 17) by Kalyani

Shankar. Differences between
the partners in the Maharashtra
Vikas Aghadi Government as
well as the Opposition’s bid to
exploit the situation have further
exacerbated problems for Chief
Minister Uddhav Thackeray.
Generally, coalition
Governments last as long as they
keep their partners in good
humour. But in Maharashtra, the
latter harbour starkly adverse
political ideologies. Of course,
Uddhav succeeded in keeping
the Sena ship afloat but running
a Government and that, too, a
coalition one, is a daunting task.

The writer’s suggestion that
Uddhav should have sought
sage advice of NCP chief Sharad
Pawar with regard to the han-
dling of the pandemic holds
good. The grand old party, too,
could have helped in some mea-
sure given his political adver-
saries are up to fishing in the
troubled waters. The Congress
should not shrug off its respon-
sibility either. Uddhav should
keep alliance partners abreast
about his significant decisions
vis-a-vis tackling COVID-19. 

Azhar A Khan
Rampur
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The ability to sustain the momentum of
reforms amid an economic crisis is the mark
of a decisive and robust leadership.

Historically, wars, financial downturns, revolutions
and pandemics have tested the economic stew-
ardship of national leaders, triggering tectonic
shifts in policies that were previously inconceiv-
able. That Modi 2.0 has the political will and
retains enough political capital to pursue the path
of reforms is evident from the spate of recent pol-
icy interventions. While Modi 1.0 accomplished
the most ambitious social sector reforms post-
Independence, Modi 2.0 in its second avatar has
persisted with the pace and scale of path-break-
ing changes. 

The series of watershed reforms under way
have ranged from commercial mining of coal,
making India a global hub for aircraft mainte-
nance and repair, building more world-class air-
ports in Public Private Partnership (PPP) and
moving towards indigenisation in defence pro-
duction.

What remains to be undertaken on a war foot-
ing in the second year of Modi 2.0 is what I call
“rurbanisation” of the economy which needs to
gather pace as it will act as the much-needed social
equaliser to bridge the growing inequality gaps.
The World Bank estimates that the Coronavirus-
induced recession could push 60 million people
into extreme poverty in developing countries. 

As India is among the most impacted
nations, policymakers need to resolve the hous-
ing, education and healthcare deficits of rural India
that have persisted since 70 years. Given the lim-
itations of revenue collections in 2020, these goals
can be achieved by the Government of India
(GOI) in PPP mode, lowering the cost and avail-
ability of land, power and capital. 

To accomplish the objectives of education and
healthcare for all, the advanced onset of digitisa-
tion post-Coronavirus will act as the vital “equal-
ity enhancer” in expediting social and financial
inclusion, extending to even rural India. This is
because the pandemic has brought forward dig-
ital adaptation across strata by at least three to five
years, virtualising almost overnight offices, edu-
cation, healthcare, the marketplaces and gover-
nance.

Towards this goal, Doordarshan has planned
32 channels to deliver its Swayam Prabha content,
which will act as a force multiplier.

Further, in order to complete the set of social
reforms undertaken during Modi 1.0, there is need
for few more additions to Jan Dhan, Ayushman
Bharat, village electrification, toilets and so on,
by bringing migrant labour beneficiaries, too,
under the ambit of Direct Income Transfers (DIT).
With 380 million PMJDY accounts till date, the
Jan Dhan-Aadhaar-Mobile trinity has created an
efficient database for social benefits to be trans-
ferred to beneficiaries through Direct Benefit
Transfer (DBT.)

The way forward is by providing income sup-
port through digital delivery for displaced
migrants by way of Universal Basic Income and
Universal Basic Health and Education. The
Centre already spends five per cent of the Gross
Domestic Product (GDP) on subsidies that
include multiple programmes. If an additional one
per cent of the GDP is apportioned for a speci-
fied time, confined and limited to the duration
of the Corona-induced crisis, this will provide the
much-needed mitigative relief to rehabilitate the
displaced migrants. India has roughly 80 million
migrant workers across the country, which is due
to the disproportionate economic development

across States that has persisted post-
Independence.

As industrial activity resumes grad-
ually, it faces a crippling shortage of up
to 52 per cent in the construction and
real estate sector; 44 per cent in the man-
ufacturing sector; 42 per cent in the
healthcare and pharmaceuticals sector
and 30 per cent in Fast-Moving
Consumer Goods (FMCGs). With com-
panies now willing to offer extra wages,
incentives, bonus and transportation in
an effort to woo labour back, the short-
age in demand-supply makes it a plus,
having the potential in the long-term to
turn the job market into an “employee-
market” as against an “employers’ mar-
ket.”

The migrant crisis has bought to the
fore the need for rural-urban rebalanc-
ing, making it even more important for
States to grow their own Gross State
Domestic Product (GSDP) and turning
aatma nirbhar (self-reliant) by incentivis-
ing the domestic industry to invest in
their States by creating specialised
industrial parks where possible, and pro-
viding tax-exemptions for the first six to
seven years.

Urban India has woken up belated-
ly to realise just how crucial low-skilled
labour is to the host states. To provide
labour an option to choose between
working in their state of origin, policy
makers and domain experts need to re-
design a modern, rural India: a ‘Rurban
India’. The PM has already urged indus-
try to invest in the rural economy, think
on lines of Smart Villages and partici-
pate in the rental housing scheme for
migrant workers.

The fact is that in the interim, there
is no alternative to Government spend-
ing on infrastructure or welfarist
schemes and, therefore, we will just have
to “spend and borrow our way out of the
crisis”, till the job market stabilises. The

Mahatma Gandhi Employment
Guarantee Act, 2005 (MNREGA) is
already looking at an ambitious target
of 10 million man-days of work per day
to absorb the influx of semi-
literate/semi-skilled returnees.

Government-spend to handhold
labour through cash transfers and
skilling until the economy recovers is not
a wasted expenditure, but on the con-
trary will yield remunerative outcomes
in the near future as multi-lateral insti-
tutions like the International Monetary
Fund (IMF) count India as one of the
few economies that will rebound faster.
This is because “India’s wide range of
structural trends, including healthy
demographics and competitive unit
labour costs, work in its favour.”

Blue-collared and low-skilled/semi-
skilled labourers have made the largest
contribution to free market economies
in producing goods and services at
affordable rates, especially in develop-
ing countries like India, which has still
not fully adapted to automation. The
abundant skilled and semi-skilled labour
pool is our single-largest human asset if
wage-costs remain well-priced, which is
different from being under-priced.
India’s labour assets alone hold the
largest weightage factor in luring relo-
cating global value chains.

Re-accommodating reverse migra-
tions has thrown up a forced opportu-
nity to rebuild the rural economy from
scratch, not repeat the blunders of
unplanned urbanisation and instead
move towards well-planned “rurbanisa-
tion.” 

Labour-exporting States must cap-
italise on their resident human assets
now back with them in order to build
their own economies through those very
hands that built a prosperous urban
India. Out of 40 million migrants that
returned home, 7.5 million are now

seeking employment closer to home in
semi-urban and rural areas.

Further, post-pandemic, the indus-
tries that are set to rise and which will
help uplift rural India are in the sectors
of remote education through Ed-tech
platforms, tele-health, agripreunership,
and the Khadi Gramodyog, which has
helped in financing and setting up two
lakh industry units since the last five
years, while directly employing 5,26,000
artisans. Additionally, the Khadi and
Village Industries Commission  (KVIC)
is set to become a nodal agency that sup-
ports jobs through the Prime Minister
Employment Generation Programme
(PMEGP) and also provide micro-
credit. Micro finance lenders, too, can
play an important role by building
products suitable for semi-skilled pro-
fessionals who are returnees from big
cities, “So that in future they are not left
as appendages of urban economy capi-
talists who had a ‘use and throw’ attitude
to the vulnerable.”

Finally, my one actionable recom-
mendation to complete the virtuous set
of reforms for social and financial
inclusion is that the biggest enabler
aatma nirbharta is through owning
gadgets like smartphones, televisions and
tablets to bridge the digital divide. 

Therefore, there is a need to lower
the cost of these enabling gadgets by
achieving economies of scale, increas-
ing teledensity and improving digital lit-
eracy which will enable the transition to
remote education, e-commerce, Fintech
and telemedicine.

As Modi 1.0 prioritised delivery of
social sector schemes, Modi 2.0 must
prioritise end-to-end solutions that will
enable last-mile connectivity to help
India leapfrog to the digital revolution.

(The writer is author, columnist and
chairperson for the Committee on
Financial Inclusion at the Niti Aayog.)
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It takes a village to raise a child,” goes
a famous African proverb, empha-
sising on the role of the communi-

ty to raise children in a safe and healthy
environment. A contextual question in
today’s times is whether it must also
take a village to teach a child? Because
globally and in India, education has
been one of the biggest victims of
COVID-19. During and post-pan-
demic, it will require a collaborative
approach to rethink and reprioritise
strategies to keep children in school,
especially girls.

A recent UNESCO report high-
lighted that school closures due to the
national lockdown have affected over
320 million children in India; of these,
about 158 million are girls. One can-
not argue against the principles of
school closure because the idea is to
keep students safe at home. The real-
ity, however, is that for millions of stu-
dents, especially girls, closure of insti-
tutions of learning could mean perma-
nently dropping out of school and
reversing the gains made in recent
years.

As the Coronavirus pandemic
translates into a migrant crisis and an
economic slowdown, the damage to
education will be severe. If people have
to make choices between survival,
hunger and education, it is nobody’s
guess which option will prevail. In a
country like India, where girls’ educa-
tion already lags behind that of boys,
this could have a catastrophic impact
on the schooling of the girl child and

initiatives such as Beti Bachao, Beti
Padhao.

Recently, in the fifth tranche of the
�20 lakh crore COVID-19 packages,
Finance Minister Nirmala Sitharaman
announced various steps to boost
online education during the lockdown,
including the launch of the Prime
Minister e-Vidya programme under
which, there will be 12 Direct To Home
(DTH) channels introduced for class-
es one to 12.

However, most of this discussion
on e-learning still remains an
urban/semi-urban privilege. It ignores
both — India’s huge digital divide as
well as pre-pandemic education chal-
lenges of keeping children, especially
girls in school. According to the
IAMAI-Nielsen India Internet, 2019
report, India has 451 million active
internet users. Internet penetration in
urban areas is twice of that in rural
India. Even with an increasing num-
ber of internet users, there is a huge

gender divide — only less than half of
the users are women. This disparity is
worse in rural India.

In a situation where many house-
holds do not have internet or requisite
gadgets and those where boys will be
given preferential treatment for use of
the single, available internet-enabled
gadget in the household, girls will suf-
fer the most. The digital divide, cou-
pled with gender and class divide,
makes access to education unequal in
the current times.

Even before the pandemic, India
was off-track to meet the Sustainable
Development Goal four target, which
focusses on free, equitable and quali-
ty primary and secondary education
to all girls and boys. According to edu-
cational statistics (ESAG 2018) of the
Ministry of Human Resources and
Development (MHRD), the overall
Gross Enrollment Ratio (GER) for ele-
mentary education in India was 96.9,
a marginal decline in enrolment in

absolute terms for 2015-16, in which
gender disparity was a continuing
trend.

Now add a pandemic scenario to
this pre-existing situation. There are no
prizes for guessing what the out-
comes are likely to be. If you look at
global examples of health emergencies
and their linkage to education, there
are compelling reasons to believe that
we have all must worry about India’s
education statistics.

In 2014, during the Ebola epidem-
ic, a similar countrywide lockdown in
the African countries of Guinea,
Liberia and Sierra Leone resulted in
closure of more than 10,000 schools.
According to various studies, this
resulted in a large number of school
dropouts, especially girls. Most girls
dropped out of school due to increased
domestic care and responsibilities,
including supporting income genera-
tion. Boys were prioritised over girls
to attend school. With limited eco-

nomic avenues within families and an
increasing financial burden due to job
losses, pay cuts and so on, many fam-
ilies are likely to evaluate the oppor-
tunity cost of sending girls to school,
thus preventing their re-enrolment.
Similarly, many boys will drop out of
schools to support their family through
this financial crisis. Given the compa-
rable socio-economic settings in India
in today’s COVID-19 context, we
could face identical consequences in
the foreseeable future.

In addition to the impact on edu-
cation, closure of schools could lead to
multi-pronged social and health
imperatives on vulnerable communi-
ties. These could be from limiting
access to proper nutrition to children,
which was easily available in schools
as part of the Mid-Day Meal pro-
gramme, to making children vulner-
able to trafficking, child marriage
and more susceptible to physical and
sexual violence.

If we do not invest in proper
recovery planning and strategies on
education during these times, this pan-
demic is only going to undo all the suc-
cesses achieved thus far in making edu-
cation accessible and inclusive. We also
need to consider financial aid through
fee-waivers, more active private sector
participation in scholarships, provid-
ing free resources for online and
offline learning to lessen the econom-
ic burden of schooling on needy fam-
ilies. It is vital to have a gendered
approach in post-pandemic restoration
of education in India. We need to fac-
tor in gender budgeting to support girl
education in these times and it is also
crucial to monitor girls’
attendance/rejoining upon school
reopening. A multi-pronged strategy
is necessary to manage this crisis in
order to build a resilient and inclusive
education system in the long term.

(The writer is Vice-President, Public
Policy, Chase India.)

"����%���������������������������������<�������
�&� �'�(&�)*�+$�)��,%)#�-���(' �%�&� #)� �*�# ,��.�$%&���$ ���/�.�*����$%��'�(#��$ 0�� �' � ��)�1$%'�%21 '���&��'$��#%&,��$��,%)#�'$%#�

�	������
7��	���	�7��

�������������������� ������� !"�#$#$

0009����$.�%����92%+


���	������

���&��%-!�%0�
�%�-!�%���

�"�����
��������,�	���,����,�%"������
�
����$�� ��
���!
�� !���������
������%��
�

$���
������!�� ��
)�����



,�0!'��8�������������������� ������� !"�#$#$

�����)���! ���
�%�� ���*����

�!
������������!��
�
�� �

���+��
�������!���+��!��>@B	�H
/4�� 
!������������
!���*����
��
��
��%"���������������


%
�*
������
���"���"��*���

����
%!,���
�!�"����.���
 
�!

�
�
��!�������
�
���%
��
��*����������������
��
����#
?�����! �"�����
����$
��
��
'
�%��������755��
���
�����
���*
�%
����!��*����������

�
��
�������
� ���>@B	�H/4#�(�

�
*������
������"��������
'"
�
��������������
��
����
�������
��
$�!�"��
�������
������
���"*��
���"�
���
���
��+����

(�
��
��'��"�����
��+��&�
��H
�
�
�+�"
!�#
������-��!�(�
�!�������"�
!��
������������!����
����

/,25,555H%���,�$��
�/60�%��

�
���
��"!!"%+
�������
���
��
,
����*���
��
������������3,412,���

�
�����%������������
�
��
����#
;���������!��
$�D
��������%

����
����!�������
������
���*�
��������%�������
��
����
��
��

���
������.��+���
�
N"������
�%
��"�
��� �
��$���
��
��
�!�+
�������
I"��!!
���+�
� ��"�
J�+���
����
�  !����������$�*��$��$�%
�
$��������
!
������
�"��
�� ��%
�����������
��
�N"������

+
 ��
���
������+

���
��
�� ��
��
���"�#�(�
�$�%
�,�$�����

�
$�D
������!�O
��,����� ��$�
��%
�������������*����
������
$
�
�*����
�����
)
%�������
�
��
���
��%���������/7H���
N"������
�
�������
!�%��������
�*��"���#�
���#���� !��
������
�
��
������
����
������*�
��
��*�
H�����!�
��
�����

!�������"��!��
��$���280��
$
� 
!����,�����*���
�!�"����.�
������!�"������1,/11#
����@#���! �$
�
�.�������%
��
�
�����/2H%�"�
��
%
%+���!

 �����
��!�%��� ���
�����
%!��
��!�"���������������

���
����
2,555�>@B	�H/4��
����#
"#�@�! -��*���
�����
�
��
������
!���
��7,558��
$
!�������"��!��
�,���
��*�
��H
��*�
�����!�"��,�����*���
������
�"%+
��� �!��
�����48,784#�(�

�
����������"
������
�>@B	�H/4
���
����/,652�� �
��76��
���
��
�
����
��
����,��!!����*������

�
�������
!�����
#

,��������,��������

����������

London: The UK Government on Wednesday
authorised the state-funded National Health
Service (NHS) to use steroid dexamethasone, the
“world’s first” coronavirus treatment proven to
reduce the risk of death among severely ill
patients.

The Department of Health said the cheap and
widely available anti-inflammatory steroid has
been immediately approved to treat all hospi-
talised COVID-19 patients requiring oxygen,
including those on ventilators, after an Oxford
University trial confirmed positive results on
Tuesday.

UK Prime Minister Boris Johnson hailed the
government-funded trial as the “biggest break-
through”, which has “greatly reduced” patients’
chances of dying from COVID-19.

“I am proud of these British scientists,
backed by UK government funding, who have led
the first, robust clinical trial anywhere in the world
to find a coronavirus treatment proven to reduce
the risk of death,” he said.

According to scientists, the drug has been
proven to reduce the risk of death significantly in
COVID-19 patients on ventilation by as much as
35 per cent and patients on oxygen by 20 per cent.
“The standard treatment for COVID-19 will
include dexamethasone, helping save thousands
of lives while we deal with this terrible virus,” said
UK Health Secretary Matt Hancock. AP

Washington: Following weeks
of national protests since the
death of George Floyd,
President Donald Trump has
signed an executive order that
he said would encourage bet-
ter police practices. 

But he made no mention
of the roiling national debate
over racism spawned by police
killings of black men and
women.

Trump met privately with
the families of several 
black Americans killed in 
interactions with police before
his Rose Garden signing 
ceremony and said he grieved
for the lives lost and families
devastated.

But then he quickly shift-
ed his tone and devoted most
of his public remarks to a need
to respect and support “the
brave men and women in blue
who police our streets and
keep us safe.”  He characterized
the officers who have used
excessive force as a “tiny”
number of outliers among
“trustworthy” police ranks.

“Reducing crime and rais-
ing standards are not opposite
goals,” he said before signing
the order Tuesday, flanked by
police officials.

Trump and Republicans in
Congress have been rushing to
respond to the mass demon-

strations against police bru-
tality and racial prejudice that
have raged for weeks across
the country in response to the
deaths of Floyd and other
black Americans.

It’s a sudden shift that
underscores how quickly the
protests have changed the
political conversation and
pressured Washington to act.

But Trump, who has faced

criticism for failing to acknowl-
edge systemic racial bias and
has advocated for rougher
police treatment of suspects in
the past, has continued to hold
his ‘law and order.” 

At the signing event, he
railed against those who com-
mitted violence during the
largely peaceful protests while
hailing the vast majority of
officers as selfless public ser-

vants.
Trump’s executive order

would establish a database
that tracks police officers with
excessive use-of-force com-
plaints in their records. 

Many officers who wind
up involved in fatal incidents
have long complaint histories,
including Derek Chauvin, the
white Minneapolis police offi-
cer who has been charged

with murder in the death of
Floyd. 

Those records are often
not made public, making it
difficult to know if an officer
has such a history.

The order would also 
give police departments a
financial incentive to adopt
best practices and encourage
co-responder programs, in
which social workers join
police when they respond to
nonviolent calls involving men-
tal health, addiction and home-
less issues.

Trump said that, as part of
the order, the use of choke-
holds, which have become a
symbol of police brutality,
would be banned “except if an
officer’s life is at risk.” 

Actually,  the order
instructs the Justice
Department to push local
police departments to be cer-
tified by a “reputable inde-
pendent credentialing body”
with use-of-force policies that
prohibit the use of choke-
holds, except when the use of
deadly force is allowed by law.
Chokeholds are already large-
ly banned in police depart-
ments nationwide.

While Trump hailed his
efforts as “historic,” Democrats
and other critics said he did-
n’t go nearly far enough. AP

Jakarta: An Indonesian court
on Wednesday sentenced three
Papuan pro-independence
activists to nearly yearlong jail
terms on treason charges for
organizing anti-racism protests
last year, despite calls from
rights groups and politicians to
drop the charges and release
them.

Judges in the Balikpapan
District Court in East
Kalimantan province read out
the verdicts in three separate tri-
als, which were held remotely
due to the coronavirus pan-
demic. Four other defendants
were due to hear their verdicts
later Wednesday. The judges
ordered the period of detention
that the men had already served
to be deducted from the sen-
tences, meaning they will walk
free within several weeks. AP
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Washington: They are nurses
and doctors, artists, students,
construction workers, govern-
ment employees; black, brown
and white; young and old.

Hundreds of thousands of
demonstrators have taken to the
streets in big cities and tiny
towns in every US State — and
even around the world — to
protest the killing of George
Floyd, who died after a police
officer pressed his knee into his
neck as he pleaded for air.

They say they are protesting
police brutality, but also the sys-
tematic racism non-white
Americans have experienced
since the country’s birth. Many
say they marched so that one
day, when their children asked
what they did at this historic
moment, they will be able to say
they stood up for justice despite
all risks. Most say they do not
support the violence, fires and
burglaries that consumed some
of the demonstrations, but some

understand it: these are desper-
ate acts by desperate people who
have been screaming for change
for generations into a world
unwilling to hear them.

Yet suddenly, for a moment
at least, everyone seems to be
paying attention.

A Washington Post-Schar
School poll shows roughly
three-quarters of Americans
support the protests, and a wide
majority, 69 per cent, say they
see the killing of Floyd as a sign
of broader problems in policing.
That is up dramatically from a
poll six years ago, that showed
just 43% found the killings of
unarmed black men as signs of
larger problems. Some demon-
strators describe losing friends
and family to police bullets, and
what it feels like to fear the very
people sworn to protect you.
Their white counterparts say
they could no longer let their
black neighbors carry this bur-
den alone. AP
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AUS ambassador said
Wednesday that

Washington “is committed
to addressing its shortcom-
ings, including racial dis-
crimination,” and is being
transparent about holding
violators accountable — as the
UN’s top human rights body
was taking up an urgent
debate.

Andrew Bremberg, the
U.S. Ambassador in Geneva,
noted that President Donald
Trump has condemned the
actions of police officers
linked to the May 25 death of
George Floyd, and on Tuesday
signed an executive order on
police reform. 

Floyd was a black man
who died after a white
Minneapolis police officer
pressed a knee into Floyd’s
neck for several minutes as he
pleaded for air and eventual-
ly stopped moving.
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Beijing: Beijing’s airports can-
celled more than 1,200 flights
and schools in the Chinese cap-
ital were closed again on
Wednesday as authorities
rushed to contain a new coro-
navirus outbreak linked to a
wholesale food market.

The city reported 31 new
cases on Wednesday while offi-
cials urged residents not to
leave Beijing, with fears grow-
ing about a second wave of
infections in China, which had
largely brought its outbreak
under control.

Tens of thousands of peo-
ple linked to the new Beijing
virus cluster -- believed to
have started in the sprawling
Xinfadi wholesale food market
-- are being tested, with almost
30 residential compounds in
the city now under lockdown.

At least 1,255 scheduled

flights were cancelled
Wednesday morning, state-
run People’s Daily reported,
nearly 70 percent of all trips to
and from Beijing’s main air-
ports.

The outbreak had already
forced authorities to announce
a travel ban for residents of
“medium- or high-risk” areas of
the city, while requiring other
residents to take nucleic acid
tests in order to leave Beijing.

Meanwhile, several
provinces were quarantining
travellers from Beijing, where
all schools -- which had most-
ly reopened -- have been
ordered to close again and
return to online classes.

“The epidemic situation
in the capital is extremely
severe,” Beijing city spokesman
Xu Hejian warned Tuesday.

Officials have closed 11

markets and disinfected thou-
sands of food and beverage
businesses in Beijing after the
outbreak was detected.

The city has now reported
137 infections over the last six
days, with six new asymp-
tomatic cases and three sus-
pected cases on Wednesday,
according to the municipal
health commission.

An additional two domes-
tic cases, one in neighbouring
Hebei province and another in
Zhejiang, were reported by
national authorities on
Wednesday, while there were
11 imported cases.

Authorities have so far
banned group sports, ordered
people to wear masks in crowd-
ed enclosed spaces, and sus-
pended inter-provincial group
tours in response to the out-
break. AGENCY

United Nations: The UN
General Assembly has begun
elections for President of the
75th session of the Assembly,
five non-permanent members
of the Security Council and
members of the Economic and
Social Council on Wednesday
under special voting arrange-
ments put in place here due to
COVID-19 related restrictions.

India is expected to regis-
ter a comfortable victory in the
Security Council elections that
will bring the country to the
UN high-table as a non-per-
manent member for the 2021-
22 term. India’s victory is cer-
tain since it is the sole candi-
date vying for the lone seat
from the 55-member Asia-
Pacific grouping.

New Delhi’s candidature
was unanimously endorsed by
the Asia-Pacific grouping,
including China and Pakistan,
in June last year.

President of the UN
General Assembly Tijjani
M u h a m m a d - B a n d e
announced the commence-
ment of the elections at around
9 am Wednesday. 

UN diplomats, staff and
other personnel arrived at the
General Assembly hall wearing
masks and immediately left
the venue after casting their
ballots. In previous years, the
General Assembly hall was
packed to capacity during the
elections as UN diplomats and
officials participated in the
ballots.

In adherence to social dis-
tancing guidelines due to
COVID19 pandemic, the 193
UN Member States have been
allotted different time slots to
cast their ballots next week in
the General Assembly Hall for
the crucial elections.

Eight time slots have been
allocated to Member States to
cast their ballots in the General
Assembly Hall starting at 9
AM, in adherence to social dis-
tancing guidelines. The voting
will continue till 1 pm with an
additional 30 minute time slot
for voters who are unable to
visit the GA hall during the
specific time slot communi-
cated to them. The time slot for
India to cast its ballot is 11:30
am-12noon.  PTI
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Seoul: North Korea said on
Wednesday it will redeploy
troops to now-shuttered inter-
Korean cooperation sites, rein-
stall guard posts and resume
military exercises at front-line
areas, nullifying the tension-
reducing deals reached with
South Korea just two years ago.

The announcement is 
the latest in a series of 
hard-line steps North Korea
has taken in what experts
believe are calculated moves to
apply pressure on Seoul and
Washington amid stalled
nuclear diplomacy. 

On Tuesday, the North
destroyed an empty inter-
Korean liaison office in its
territory.

Though North Korea’s
recent actions haven’t caused
clashes or bloodshed, it’s still
raising animosity on the
peninsula to a level unseen
since the North entered

nuclear talks in 2018.
The North’s General Staff

said military units will be
deployed to the Diamond
Mountain resort and the
Kaesong industrial complex,
both just north of the heavily
fortified border. 

The sites, both built with
South Korean financing during

a past era of reconciliation,
have been shuttered for years
due to inter-Korean disputes
and US-led sanctions imposed
on North Korea because of its
nuclear program.The North
said it will resume military
exercises, reestablish guard
posts, boost military readi-
ness in border areas and open

front-line sites for flying pro-
paganda balloons toward
South Korea. 

These steps would end the
September 2018 agreements
reached between the Koreas
aimed at lowering military
tensions at border areas.

Later Wednesday, South
Korea’s military expressed
regret over the North Korean
announcement and warned
that the North will face
unspecified consequences if it
violates the 2018 deals.

Maj. Gen. Jeon Dong Jin at
the Joint Chiefs of Staff told
reporters that South Korea
maintains a firm military readi-
ness and will strive to prevent
military tensions from rising.

Under the 2018 agree-
ments, both Koreas halted live-
firing exercises, removed some
land mines and destroyed
guard posts inside the world’s
most heavily armed border. AP

&�*�����������������%����������%*��������������������

$�����*�����������������������;��������#�-���������+��������� � 

#������&�'�%�������
�����������������2(9
���%������=>

Washington: The United States on Wednesday
imposed its toughest sanctions ever targeting
Syrian President Bashar al-Assad to choke off
revenue for his government in a bid to force
it back to United Nations-led negotiations and
broker an end to the country’s nearly decade-
long war.

The fresh round of penalties on 
Syria, which designate Assad and his 
wife Asma personally, come at a time 
when Assad is grappling with a deepening 
economic crisis after a decade of war and 
amid a rare outbreak of protests in govern-
ment-held areas.

In a statement announcing the designa-
tions imposed under the Caesar Syria Civilian
Protection Act – signed by President Donald
Trump in December – U.S. Secretary of State
Mike Pompeo said ‘many more’ sanctions
should be expected in the coming weeks and
months. 

“We will not stop until Assad and his
regime stop their needless, brutal war against
the Syrian people and the Syrian government
agrees to a political solution to the conflict,”
Pompeo said.  AGENCY
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UK Prime Minister Boris
Johnson’s car was involved

in a crash outside the gates of
Parliament in London on
Wednesday as a protester
rushed towards his convoy.

Downing Street said there
are no reports of any injuries
after social media images
emerged of the incident, which
took place shortly after Johnson,
55, left the House of Commons
after the weekly Prime Minister’s
Questions (PMQs) session.

One of the security vehi-
cles within his prime ministe-
rial motorcade was seen to
have hit the back of the UK
PM’s silver Jaguar as his driver
slammed the brakes, resulting
in a major dent.
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Kabul: Taliban fighters killed at least 18 Afghan
security personnel on Wednesday in two attacks
on checkpoints in the north, officials said, the lat-
est violence ahead of expected peace talks.

In one pre-dawn raid, militants killed 12
Afghan security force members when they
stormed a checkpoint in Jawezjan province,
Maroof Azar, spokesman to the governor, told
AFP. He said four security personnel were cap-
tured by the militants and five Taliban fighters
were killed in the fighting. The ministry of
defense confirmed the attack and said six of its
soldiers were among the dead. The Taliban
spokesman for the group’s fighting forces,
Zabihullah Mujahid, gave a higher toll.

Separately, Taliban fighters were blamed for
a raid on an army outpost in Kunduz. 6 soldiers
were killed in fighting, said Aminullah Iddin, a
member of the provincial council. Army
spokesman Hadi Jamal confirmed the attack, say-
ing 4 Taliban fighters were also killed. The
Taliban has not commented on that raid. AFP

!
��
�	�
���	��
��-�
�	��������
�����	��	/@

Washington: Democrats con-
trolling the House have slated a
vote next week to make the
District of Columbia the 51st
state, an issue that they say has
become far more important in
the aftermath of protests for
racial justice in both Washington
and across the nation.

Next Friday’s vote, if suc-
cessful, would pass a D.C.
Statehood bill for the first time
in the House, but the legislation
faces insurmountable opposition
in the GOP-controlled Senate. 

It comes even as the
COVID-19 pandemic has forced
delays in the consideration of
most other legislation. More
than enough lawmakers are
officially backing the bill for it to

pass. In 1993, the Democratic-
controlled Congress defeated a
D.C. Statehood bill by an almost
2-1 margin.

But the much-criticised
administration move to use fed-
eral forces to clear Lafayette
Square near the White House of
peaceful protesters to enable
President Donald Trump to
trumpet his law and order cre-
dentials in a photo op two
weeks ago prompted
Democratic leaders to schedule
the vote. 

“We both agreed this was an
appropriate time to bring a bill
forward to show respect for the
citizens of the District of
Columbia,” said Majority Leader
Steny Hoyer. AP
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New Delhi: Raising concerns
over the Delhi government’s
requisitioning of private hotels
for treatment of Covid19
patients, the hospitality indus-
try has said hotel infrastructure
is not equipped to provide crit-
ical care and the move would
have a significant business
impact. Leading industry body
Federation of Hotel and
Restaurant Associations of India
(FHRAI) wrote a letter to Prime
Minister Narendra Modi soon
after the Delhi government
authorities on Tuesday ordered
use of Indian Hotels Company
Ltd’s iconic Taj Mahal hotel in
as a Covid-19 facility. PTI

�3��� ��������	

The ongoing India-China
border tensions may not

have any immediate impact on
the bilateral trade relations,
according to experts. Experts,
however, pointed out that if the
situation aggravates further
then it could affect bilateral
trade relationships.

“I do not see any impact on
the bilateral trade relations
due to the current border ten-
sions between the two key
trading partners,” Federation of
Indian Export Organisations
(FIEO) President S K Saraf said.

He added that there are
huge trade opportunities for
businesses of both the countries
to explore in each others’ mar-
ket. Ludhiana-based Hand
Tools Association President
Subhash Chander Ralhan said
that China is a big market for
Indian exporters and there is a

need to look at ways to boost
exports to the neighbouring
country to bridge the widening
trade deficit.

“Putting any kind of
restrictions on imports from
China may impact our exports.

But if the tensions at the
borders would get aggravated
then it may impact the bilater-
al trade relations,” Ralhan
added. Apparel Export
Promotion Council of India
(AEPC) Chairman A Sakthivel
also hinted that trade may take
a hit if both the countries
would not be able to resolve the
issues soon.

“If the situation get wors-
ened then there will be a prob-
lem. We do not export appar-
el in huge numbers but we
import lot of fabrics from
China,” Sakthivel said.

Biswajit Dhar, a professor
of economics at Jawaharlal
Nehru University, said putting

any kind of trade restrictions
on China may have implica-
tions for India.

“Our dependence on
China is huge on several criti-
cal products like APIs (active
pharmaceutical ingredients).

There are no serious alter-
natives or market for us for
those critical products and sit-
uation would not change in a
day,” Dhar said.

He added that increasing
tariffs or import duties will only
burden domestic consumers.

“The only solution left is to
strengthen domestic manufac-
turing in critical sectors,” 
he said. 

The Indian Army on
Tuesday said that 20 Army per-
sonnel, including a Colonel,
were killed in the clash on
Monday night, in the biggest
ever military confrontation
between the two armies in
over five decades.
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Equity benchmarks closed
lower after a see-saw session

on Wednesday as border ten-
sions with China and spiking
coronavirus cases kept
investors on the back foot.

After gyrating 600.70
points during the day, the 30-
share BSE Sensex closed 97.30
points, or 0.29 per cent, lower
at 33,507.92.

Similarly, the broader NSE
Nifty settled 32.85 points, or
0.33 per cent, down at 9,881.15.

Kotak Bank was the top
laggard in the Sensex pack,
shedding 2.81 per cent, fol-
lowed by ITC, M&M,
PowerGrid, HDFC, Asian
Paints and NTPC.

On the other hand, Maruti
rallied over 4 per cent. Bharti
Airtel, Axis Bank, IndusInd
Bank and Bajaj Finance also
finished in the green.

According to traders, bor-
der tensions with China, spike
in Covid-19 cases and unabat-
ed foreign fund outflows
weighed on investor sentiment.

As many as 20 Indian
Army personnel were killed in
a clash with Chinese troops in
Ladakh on Monday night, the
biggest military confrontation
in five decades that has signif-
icantly escalated the already
volatile border standoff
between the two countries.

There were around 35
casualties on the Chinese side,
sources said, citing US intelli-
gence reports.

Adding to investors’ woes,
India witnessed its highest sin-

gle-day spike of 2,003 
Covid-19 deaths. 

Meanwhile, foreign insti-
tutional investors sold equities
worth a net Rs 1,478.52 crore
on Tuesday, provisional
exchange data showed.

“After another day of inde-
cisive trades, brought by the
threat of escalation in border dis-
pute with China, Indian bench-
mark indices ended slightly neg-
ative. The losses were mainly due
to financial stocks. “The major
sectoral gainer was the auto sec-
tor, led by gains in Maruti. FIIs
have also been net sellers in equi-
ty this week which have impact-
ed the markets,” said Vinod
Nair, Head of Research at Geojit
Financial Services.

BSE power, utilities, metal,
finance, bankex, capital goods
and FMCG indices shed up to
1.05 per cent, while telecom,

auto, teck, consumer durables
and realty rose up to 2.35 per
cent. Broader BSE mid-cap
and small-cap indices outper-
formed the benchmarks, spurt-
ing up to 0.71 per cent.

Global equities were large-
ly in the positive territory as
investors focused on econom-
ic recovery, even as some
regions reported fresh coron-
avirus cases.

Bourses in Shanghai, Hong
Kong and Seoul ended higher,
while Tokyo settled in the red.
Stock exchanges in Europe
were trading on a positive note
in early deals.

International oil bench-
mark Brent crude futures
slipped 0.83 per cent to USD
40.62 per barrel.

On the currency front, the
rupee settled 4 paise higher at
76.16 against the US dollar. 
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Stock market regulator,
Securities and Exchange

Board of India (SEBI) has
amended the takeover norms to
allow promoters to increase their
stake by up to 10 per cent
through a preferential allotment.

The move will give a boost
to promoters wanting to
increase their stake and enhance
investor confidence as the pro-
moter buying more shares is a
good signal to shareholders.

The amendment in the reg-
ulations allows a promoter own-
ing 25 per cent or more voting
rights in a company to increase
shareholding by up to 10 per

cent in a year versus the earlier
limit of 5 per cent. This is valid
only for the current financial
year and is allowed for a pref-
erential issue of equity shares.

“SEBI relaxation on the
creeping acquisition is a double
whammy for promoters. They
will not only be able to increase
their stake but this will also
build investor confidence.” said
Rajesh Thakkar, Partner &
Leader/ Transaction Tax, Tax &
Regulatory Services, BDO India.

As per a notification, the
amendments have been made to
the Securities and Exchange
Board of India (Substantial
Acquisition of Shares and
Takeovers) Regulations, 2011.
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The Government on
Wednesday asked state-

owned banks to defer avoidable
expenditure, including purchase
of staff cars and refurbishment
of guest houses, to ensure more
productive utilisation of finan-
cial resources amid the coron-
avirus pandemic.

In a detailed advisory to
the heads of all public sector
banks, the department of finan-
cial services (DFS) said it was
necessary that the banks take
appropriate measures to ensure
productive use of their finan-

cial resources for core business
activities.

The advisory also comes
against the backdrop of Punjab
National Bank (PNB) recently
purchasing three Audi cars
worth over Rs 1.30 crore for
travel of its top executives.

Banks are advised to defer
avoidable expenditure beyond
the current financial year,
including purchase of staff
cars, except where unavoidable,
the advisory said.

DFS has also directed banks
to postpone expenditure on dec-
orative, non-functional items
for the interiors in non-customer

facing premises like administra-
tive offices and back offices,
and refurbishment of guest hous-
es. Further, the banks have been
asked to effect significant reduc-
tion in expenditure on activities
other than those pertaining to
core business activities.

“Economy in expenditure
to the tune of 20 per cent year-
on-year or more may be effect-
ed on activities or heads of
expenditure such as entertain-
ment, publicity, by making
efficacious use of social media
and press releases, and pooling
resources with other PSBs
(Public Sector Banks) for com-

mon publicity campaigns
where appropriate,” it said.

Besides, DFS has directed
banks to avoid travel and adopt
digital means of communica-
tion as well as make effective
use of locally available admin-
istrative officers.

“The bank board’s executive
committee/ management com-
mittee may review the compo-
sition of the existing fleet of
vehicles engaged on hire, while
taking into account functional
imperatives and the profitabil-
ity and the cost to income ratio
of the bank’s operations and the
occupancy level of guest hous-

es,” the advisory said.
DFS, which comes under

the finance ministry, has asked
banks to place the advisory
before their respective boards
and issue appropriate instruc-
tions internally. “Top manage-
ment may also suitably sensitise
senior executives to give effect
to this advisory in letter and
spirit,” it said. In addition, DFS
has directed banks for revision
of entitlements and perquisites
such as entitlements to fixed
assets like vehicles and furniture
and lease/ rent amounts admis-
sible for hired residential
accommodations.
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In line with the Prime
Minister’s self-reliance call,

the coal ministry will on
Thursday launch the auction
process of 41 blocks for com-
mercial mining with an aim to
achieve self-sufficiency in
meeting energy needs and
boost industrial development.

Prime Minister Narendra
Modi will address the launch
event through video confer-
encing and outline his vision to
achieve self-reliance in the
mining sector.

The commercial mining
of these coal blocks is expect-
ed to generate approximately
Rs 33,000 crore of capital
investment in the country 
over the next five to seven
years, the coal ministry said in
a statement.

These blocks will con-
tribute Rs 20,000 crore rev-
enues annually to the state
governments, it added.

The ministry said that the
commencement of this auction
process of coal mines is part of
the series of announcements
made under the ‘Atmanirbhar
Bharat Abhiyan’.

“Prime Minister will grace
the occasion by delivering an
address during the launch of
the auction process outlining
his vision for the country to
achieve ‘atmanirbharata’ in
mining sector which is the
key source of input for many
basic industries like power,
steel, aluminium, sponge iron
etc,” the statement said.

Coal and mines 
minister Pralhad Joshi will also
be present during the 
launch event.
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Ever since the Government
announced Unlock 1.0, veg-

etables’ supply and demand
along with their prices have
increased. According to the rate
list of the Agriculture Produce
Market Committee (APMC) of
Azadpur Mandi here, the whole-
sale prices of tomatoes have
increased by two and a half
times while the prices of pota-
toes, onions and other green
vegetables have also increased.

The traders here said that
after restaurants, dhabas, can-
teens and eateries have opened,
the demand for vegetables has
increased by almost 20 per
cent. Due to the increase in the
wholesale demand for vegeta-
bles, their retail prices have
gone up.

As per the rate list, two
weeks ago the average whole-
sale price of tomatoes was Rs 3
per kg while on Wednesday it
was Rs 6 per kg. Though the

minimum wholesale price of
tomatoes here remained
unchanged at Rs 1.25 per kg the
maximum wholesale price
increased from Rs 4.75 per kg
to Rs 18 per kg, a hike of 279
per cent in two weeks.

The minimum wholesale
price of onion was Rs 2.50 per
kg while the maximum was Rs
8.75 per kg on June 3, which
increased to Rs 4 and Rs 11.50
per kg, respectively. The aver-
age retail price of onion has also
increased by about 36 per cent
from Rs 6.25 to Rs 8.50 per kg.

The minimum wholesale
price of potato increased from
Rs 6 to Rs Rs 8 per kg while the
maximum wholesale price
increased from Rs 18 to Rs 21
per kg. The average wholesale

price of potato increased from
Rs 14.50 to Rs 15.75 per kg in
the last 15 days.

The increase in the whole-
sale price has resulted in the
increase of the retail price also.
In Delhi-NCR, the retail price
of onion has gone up to Rs 25-
30 from Rs 20 per kg while
tomatoes were being sold at Rs
30-35 per kg. The retail prices
of all green vegetables have
increased by Rs 5-10 per kg.

Chamber of Azadpur Fruits
and Vegetables Association
President M.R. Kripalani said
though the demand for fruits
and vegetables has increased in
the last few days, it is still less
than the supply.

The demand for vegetables
and fruits had come down due
to which the prices had also
come down drastically, so the
farmers were not getting a fair
price for their produce, but
now they would get a fair price
as the demand is expected to
increase further, he said.
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Kolkata: Union minister
Mansukh Mandaviya on
Wednesday exuded hope that
the economy will tide over the
Covid-19 crisis and be on track
in the next two-three months. 

He said the shipping min-
istry is likely to come out with
a policy for effective use of land
owned by the Syama Prasad
Mookerjee Port (Kolkata Port
Trust) in a month or so. 

“I can’t say about other
countries, but Indian economy
will be on track in 2-3 months
before Diwali,” Mandaviya said,
while explaining how the Rs 20
lakh crore stimulus will work in
favour of the various sectors.
Prime Minister Narendra Modi
had on Tuesday said the econ-
omy is showing “green shoots”
as the country emerges from
the coronavirus lockdown. 

Addressing an e-session
organised by Bharat Chamber

of Commerce, the shipping
minister said Atmanirbhar
Bharat or self-reliant India
does not mean a complete halt
of imports, but to reduce the
trade deficit by raising exports
and curbing imports.

The Prime Minister had
earlier chartered out his vision
for an Atmanirbhar Bharat —
one that is not dependent on
any other country in strategic
sectors and one that embraces
the world on its own strength. 

Asked about issues related
to some shipping lines which
are not considering the Covid-
19 pandemic and the lockdown
as grounds for invoking force
majeure, a clause absolving
companies from meeting their
contractual commitments for
reasons beyond their control,
Mandaviya said he is aware of
the fact and a solution will be
worked out. PTI
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In 2016, actor Sushant Singh
Rajput told students at IIT
Bombay how in pursuit of

becoming an actor, he left engineer-
ing in the fourth year, when only
two months were left for the final
degree. Why did he do so? He was
precise and honest. Because his goal
was to get recognition and money.
Fast. And guess what? He did get
both. He did find big breaks in an
industry about which many have
dreamt of and started from
nowhere for it. Through his non-
descript but realistic roles, he tran-
sitioned from TV star into a
Bollywood A-lister! “I literally
started from nothing, absolutely
nothing. It’s not even zero, it’s like
minus. I was doing something else
and was at a momentum to become
an engineer. Suddenly, I discovered
this thing I really like...” But stories
in Bollywood are never about per-
fection, especially if talent races past
the entitled and royalty. The result,
the elite club pushes out the new
toast in town or coopts him/her as
a servile courtier only to justify their
position. Those who do not com-
promise take the extreme step that
Sushant did.

Why does Bollywood, the so-
called and otherwise “talent recog-
nition and management agency”,
take outsiders for granted? Simply
because they expose their inade-
quacies, which would not otherwise
let them be where they are. What
would their reason for existing and
flirting with stardust be? No won-
der netizens called out Alia Bhatt
for such hypocrisy when she
expressed her grief over Sushant’s
death through her post. Social
media was flooded with reposts of
one of her clips from an episode of
Koffee With Karan, where she asks
host Karan Johar in a rapid fire
game of listing actors according to
preference, “Sushant who?”
Netizens have also dug out similar
videos of Sonam Kapoor from the
same chat show and Kareena
Kapoor Khan from an award cer-
emony. Even though, this does not
suggest that they are responsible for
the actor’s suicide, it does expose
their sense of privilege and ivory
tower logic. This stems from the
fact that for all pretensions of
being an industry, Bollywood con-
tinues to be ruled by family busi-
nesses and incestuously works with
its own. Even corporate studios
have not been able to break through
such lobbies and align with them
for joint ventures. The result?
Newcomers are good enough for
independent films and ventures. It’s
just that the audience has received
them well and given them high
trading value. It is because of the lat-
ter that someone like Dabangg
director Abhinav Singh Kashyap
was picked up by Salman Khan
Productions. But once it was a
mega hit, it was attributed to
Salman’s persona and heft while
Abhinav was made to feel that he
was lucky to be chosen by the king.
Through a Facebook post, Kashyap
called out Salman Khan and his
family for “ruining his career over
the past decade and constantly sab-
otaging all his projects and creative
endeavours.” He said that he has
been “repeatedly threatened with
life and rape threats given to/for the
female members of my family.
The sustained gaslighting and bul-
lying destroyed my mental health
and that of my family and led to my
divorce and breaking up of my fam-
ily in 2017.”

Talking about Sohail Khan,

Abhinav added, “Sohail intimi-
dated the then Viacom CEO,
Vikram Malhotra. My project was
sabotaged and I was made to
return my signing fee of Rs 7 crore
plus an interest of Rs 90 lakh. It’s
only then that Reliance
Entertainment came to my rescue
and we forged an enduring partner-
ship for my film Besharam.”

While actor Kangana Ranaut
too posted on Instagram a video
saying that such inside politics
compelled Sushant to take his life,
director Shekhar Kapur tweeted, “I
knew the pain you were going
through. I knew the story of the
people who let you down so bad
that you would weep on my shoul-
der. I wish you had reached out to
me. What happened to you was
their Karma, not yours.”

Actor Gulshan Devaiah also
tweeted, “As actors, somewhere
deep down, we think we know why
he did it and that’s why it’s so dis-
turbing even if you didn’t know him
at all. It’s a hard game to play but
he played it very well but the game
won in the end. Really sorry to be
doing this, but Bollywood isn’t a
family, it never was and never will
be.”

How can nepotism be
addressed openly in Bollywood
since smaller actors might find it
hard to talk against the biggies in
the industry, fearing being
ambushed in their careers that they
have bet on? Interdisciplinary actor
and director Sujoy Prosad
Chatterjee recalls the version of
nepotism he encountered. He says,
“I have worked as an actor on stage,

television and a few films. The kind
of nepotism I have faced is quite dif-
ferent. For example, I was body-
shamed by a TV director twice on
the floor and when I wanted to
blow the whistle, I was victimised.
Without taking names, the produc-
tion company and the channel sub-
stituted me on the grounds of my
date issues, misconduct (because I
speak loud and clear) and of course,
because I was doing some very
interesting national work. In
Bollywood, star kids face a differ-
ent kind of discrimination, too.
Why should people expect
Abhishek Bachchan to be a version
of Amitabh? Why should Sandip
Ray be compared with Satyajit
Ray? Isn’t it silly? Having said that,
privilege clubs exist everywhere. In
the entertainment scene, the dan-

ger and harm posed by these clubs
is of a different degree. There’s no
point in isolating one Karan Johar
but yes it’s important to address the
elephants in the room. The privi-
lege clubs in Kolkata exist in arts
too.”

Actor Rajeev Khandelwal says,
“Nepotism exists in every field and
will continue to as long as humans
exist. It is a very human tendency
to prioritise your own over others.
We live in a capitalist world and not
a socialist world so it is very nat-
ural to give preference and privilege
to your kith and kin over others.
Parents will always favour their own
kids whether deserving or not. The
opportunities any parents will pro-
vide for their own kids will always
be way more than what they would
provide for the kids of anyone less
privileged even if they are way more
deserving then their own kids.
These are the challenges every
individual from outside, who is try-
ing to make a place for oneself in
a new world, will have to face.

Those who have it in them will
breach the walls of nepotism and
carve out a place for oneself.
Success comes when every obsta-
cle in the way is breached with
nepotism being one of the many.
The important thing what I feel is
that every individual needs to
define success in their own head
and not define it how the world
does.”

Social media has also been
comparing the
#EndNepotismIn2020 campaign
to the #MeToo movement.
However, Sujoy says that the scale
of #Me too is more severe than
nepotism. He adds, “You can fight
back nepotism if you have talent
but #MeToo talks about assault.
And yes, if you can unmask a few
faces without fear of losing out on
work, you must. I don’t believe in
petition signatures for everything.
I am not saying it is non-serious but
it can be dealt with.”

Well, let’s see where this debate
ends!

Discovery’s new venture, Listen
to the Sea, sheds light on one

of the country’s greatest calamities,
Cyclone Fani, taking a deep dive
into critical 48 hours before the
landfall of extremely severe
cyclonic storm, which threatened
widespread damage to life and
property in Odisha.

While the property, especial-
ly critical infrastructure like power,
telecom, roads — both national
highways, state highways and rural
— were severely damaged, Indian’s
meteorological department’s
(IMD) pinpoint accuracy in pre-
dicting the time, path and severi-
ty of the cyclone, helped immense-
ly in saving lives.  The government
activated the disaster manage-
ment program, leveraging the 48-
hour notice by IMD, and evacuat-
ed more than 1 million people to
safety. Listen to The Sea is a story
of hope as Odisha triumphed over
this sever cyclone through its gal-
lant efforts.

“We cannot control natural
disasters and catastrophes but
after the devastation caused by
super cyclone in 1999, our aim was
to make sure that as much as pos-
sible, no human life should be lost
henceforth in such disasters. In a

state which has almost 500 kilome-
ters of coastline, one should listen
to the sea,” said, Naveen Patnaik,
Chief Minister of Odisha. “Cyclone
Fani was a test of our preparedness.
I would like to take this moment
to highlight the efforts of all those
who stepped in — over 45,000 vol-
unteers who worked alongside
the government officials to help in
the evacuation process. It is due to
this combined effort that Odisha
successfully conducted Asia’s
largest evacuation before Cyclone
Fani by getting more than a mil-

lion people to safety.”
Megha Tata, managing direc-

tor, South Asia, Discovery, said,
“This is not a documentary about
a cyclone that threatened to ravage
a state. It is a story of human will
and what it can do in the face of
abject disaster. This two-part doc-
umentary series is a story of
Odisha’s resilience.”

(The series launches on June 20
on Discovery & Discovery HD
Channel at 9 pm. Viewers can
download Discovery Plus app to
stream the show on June 23.)
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Tackling an unprecedented
crisis of the nature and
combating the challenges

thrown by the pandemic require
different and innovative
approaches. One segment that has
been severely impacted during the
ongoing crisis has been the tribal
population. 

In such a scenario, the Van
Dhan start-ups, established under
the scheme initiated by TRIFED,
Ministry of Tribal Affairs, has
emerged as a source of
employment generation for tribal
gatherers, forest dwellers and also
the home-bound labour and
artisans. 

A media briefing was
organised by TRIFED on June 15
for members of the media
fraternity (both print and
electronic media) to familiarise
them with this innovative
approach so that they can further
spread awareness among people. 

The webinar titled Van Dhan:
Tribal Start-ups Bloom in India was
chaired by Pravir Krishna,
Managing Director, TRIFED and
was attended by over 40
participants. Nanu Bhasin, ADG,
PIB and Abhishek Singh, CEO,
MyGov were among those who
attended the webinar to know
more about the Van Dhan start-
ups. The TRIFED team was
represented by all the heads of
departments and senior officials. 

Krishna gave the welcome
address and a quick introduction
of the Van Dhan Yojana. He
provided a snapshot of what it
intends to achieve and how the
scheme has been faring in these
current times. 1205 tribal

enterprises have been established
to provide employment
opportunities to 3.6 lakh tribal
gatherers and 18,000 self-help
groups in 22 states. He also added
that the slogan Go Vocal for Local,
a mantra in these troubled times,
has been adapted to include Go
Vocal for Local Go Tribal — Mera
Van Mera Dhan Mera Udyam. The
aim of the start-ups scheme to
treble the coverage to 10 lakh
tribal gatherers through the
COVID-19 relief plan of the
Ministry of Tribal Affairs under
article 275(I)  was also stated.  A
state wise snapshot was also
presented to show how the states
are faring. Started in Nagaland and
followed by Maharashtra in
December, 2019 the start-ups
spread rather quickly to all the 22
states, almost became a
competition once the states
realised the value added by this
initiative. 

He presented some real life
examples from Nagaland,
Rajasthan, which ensures that the
proceeds from the sales of these
value-added products go to the
tribals directly. The value-added
products benefit largely from the
packaging and marketing that
these tribal enterprises provide.
Testimonials from different parts
of the country, along with contact
details of the Van Dhan Vikas
Kendras and the products that are
being sold were showcased.
Krishna mentioned that 2,000
products have been identified
through the country. A bird’s eye
view was provided to the
participants and samples such as
wild honey, broomsticks, donna

pattal, samidha sticks, coffee, bay
leaf, bel pulp were displayed.

It has managed to create
market linkages. Many of these
tribal enterprises are connected to
markets and have received many
orders already. As an example, he
commended the efforts of the
start-ups in Manipur which have
turned out to be a model
enterprise for the rest of the
country, in terms of the packaging,
innovations, and training. Krishna
also recounted the entire success
story in Manipur and hailed it as a
champion state and as an example
of how this tribal enterprise
scheme can benefit the tribals
extensively, with the right push
and support.

In Manipur, 77 Van Dhan
centres have been established for
value addition and processing of

forest produces. They have
reported sales of MFP products
worth ��49.1 lakh since September
2019. What stood out in the case of
Manipur is the exemplary food
safety and hygiene standards
adopted by these 77 centres that
have been established, the
attractive packaging of the
processed products — Amla juice,
tamarind amla candy and plum
jams, and the innovative branding
and marketing of these products.
A mobile van service has also been
started in one of the districts to
ensure the selling of these
products.

Krishna also spoke about the
next steps regarding the
programme. The first is to expand
the current coverage of  18,000
SHGs to 50,000 Van Dhan SHGs
and to treble the coverage to 10

lakh tribal gatherers through the
COVID-19 relief plan. The
ultimate aim is to transform of the
tribal ecosystem across the country
by establishing this programme as
the next “Amul revolution” in
terms of MFPs. Krishna also
mentioned that convergences and
partnerships are being planned
with other ministries and
departments and key institutions
to take this cause ahead.

A major initiative which will
show the way forward is the
planned migration to complete the
digital platforms including for
procurement. Krishna informed
the audience that a TRIFED
w e b s i t e
(https://trifed.tribal.gov.in/) was
being commissioned for a trial run
till 30 June (before the formal
launch by the Minister) and a

procurement platform which will
be launched by 30 July. All details,
statistics and real-time information
of the programme across the
country can be viewed at
https://trifed.tribal.gov.in/vdvk/aut
h/login.php

A peek look into the website
and the mobile app was provided.
He then followed up with his
concluding remarks and opened
the floor (Zoom chat room in this
case) for any questions. Nanu
Bhasin, ADG, Press Information
Bureau, Government of India
kindly moderated the questions.
Ambika Pandit, Times of India
wanted to know whether the
website had any grievance and
feedback mechanism for the Van
Dhan Vikas Kendras.  The team
informed her that such a
mechanism in the form of a
feedback form does exist and all
types of feedback are welcome.
Priscilla from PIB had some
queries about the level of
investment from the government
in each of these centres and the
revenue that has been generated so
far. He explained that 15 lakh from
the central government has been
provided to each of these centres.
So far 25 to 30 per cent of this
grant has been spent by the
VDVKs on purchase of raw
materials and labour costs. He
clarified and iterated that the
beauty of this scheme is that it is
nothing but a set of flexible
guidelines. An amount has been
set aside for each of these kendras
and how they use the money and
on what is for them to decide. He
also mentioned that in the case of
Nagaland, approximately 3.5

crores worth of sales have been
done. Krishna was sure that once
all the other states pick up steam
with respect to this scheme, 1
crores sales per state in a few
months would be possible. In a
response to the question regarding
the medium through which these
sales have occurred, Krishna
mentioned that the sales are taking
place through state government
sales centre, states sales pitches,
Tribes India retail outlets and the
e-platforms. 

Post the question-answer
session, Krishna announced the
next webinar (in this series of
webinars that will give a ringside
view into the lives of the tribal
communities and the initiatives
being undertaken to help ease
their plight) on MSP for MFP
Takes Roots in Tribal India
planned with the media fraternity
on June 18. He gave a brief
introduction to the Minimum
Support Price for the Minor Forest
Produce Scheme and said that he
would speak more about how that
has become another success story
in these troubled times. 

He thanked Abhishek and
Nanu for their support and hailed
the enthusiastic response from all
participants attending this session.
He solicited feedback and
requested them to could reach out
to the TRIFED team for any
inputs or further queries or any
feedback. These initiatives
represent the first steps in the
journey for Go Local for Vocal for
Tribal, as TRIFED sets out on its
mission to become the next
NDDB (albeit for the tribal
people). 
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Justice NV Ramana, Executive
Chairman, National Legal

Services Authority (NALSA),
released ‘Handbook of formats:
Ensuring effective legal services’
at a webinar in the presence of
Executive Chairpersons of State
Legal Services Authorities,
Chairpersons of High Court
Legal Services Committees and
Member Secretaries of all State
Legal Services Authorities,
Chairpersons and Secretaries
of District Legal Services
Authorities.

In the keynote address,
Justice Ramana highlighted the
following issues: Unfortunately,
even though three months have
passed, the situation is still not
under control. Pursuant to the
lockdown, thousands of people
have lost their lives and liveli-
hood, large scale migration has
taken place. Women have been
burdened with more work and
children are unable to go to

schools. In spite of all the trou-
bles, the Legal Services
Authorities have done tremen-
dous activities during the pre-
vailing pandemic by adopting
the latest technology.

One of the critical areas
which has come to our notice
was rising violence within the
family itself. We also saw
increasing rise in the number of
instances of child abuse. During
such times, when the victims
cannot reach us, it’s imperative
for us to reach them.
Acknowledging the urgency of
the situation we have established
One Stop Centres (OSCs).
Persistent efforts have been
taken to provide legal assis-
tance through tele-services of
female panel lawyers in every
district. In other matters, peti-

tions have been filed under the
Domestic Violence Act.

Another focus area for the
Legal Services Authorities across
the country was to ensure the
reduction of over-crowding in
prisons. As per the directions of
the Supreme Court, the SLSAs
have  actively assisted High

Powered Committees to identi-
fy and complete the necessary
formalities for the release of
prisoners, both undertrials and
convicts.

It is equally imperative that
legal aid providers are able to
document and report their
interventions, which is essential
to effectuate the various NALSA
schemes and frameworks. This
handbook is the first crucial step
towards standardising and
bringing in uniformity in the use
of formats. This handbook is an
effective tool for management of
human resources and in future
will prove as a small but signif-
icant step in realising justice for
all.

The pandemic has present-
ed multiple emerging issues
before us. The most predomi-

nant one is that of reverse
migration. Massive reverse
migration will invariably lead to
increase in poverty, inequity
and discrimination. This calls for
a persistent and target orienta-
tion action plan, which we all
have to work out together. The
future is going to be challenging
— let’s stay committed. 

Additionally, Justice
Ramana also shared that it is also
being ensured that Toll free
National Legal Helpline 15100
remains fully functional. Legal
Services Authorities have organ-
ised hundreds of webinars across
various states and are utilising
cost effective tools such as social
media, community radio sta-
tions, local cable television chan-
nels and other digital platforms
to increase outreach.

He concluded by saying,
“Let these challenging times
not paralyse you, like all dark
nights this shall pass too.”

Bharti AXA General Insurance, a joint venture
between Bharti Enterprises and AXA, said the

company has registered a 38 per cent increase in
its premium income in the financial year 2019-
20. 

“We are pleased to grow much faster than the
industry and maintain a steady growth perfor-
mance across key matrices of the business in the
financial year 2019-20. The expansion of distri-
bution network and partnerships, new business
alliances along with improved business activa-
tions from the robust bancassurance accompa-
nied by diversified product portfolio helped us
achieve healthy premium growth at more than
triple of the industry growth rate in the last fis-
cal,’’ said Sanjeev Srinivasan, MD and CEO, Bharti
AXA General Insurance.

Driven by crop, commercial lines, motor and
health insurance, he said that all product seg-
ments witnessed strong double-digit growth in
2019-20. Crop insurance grew by 59 per cent to
�828 crore in the last financial year from �519
crore in 2018-19. Commercial lines segment
focused on SME and MSME to grow by 49 per
cent at �430 crore in the year ended March 31,
2020, against �289 crore in the corresponding fis-
cal a year earlier. Similarly, motor insurance post-
ed 30 per cent growth to �1,488 crore in the last
fiscal from �1,143 crore in 2018-19, while
health insurance grew by 23 per cent at �410 crore
in 2019-20 against �334 crore in the correspond-
ing financial year a year ago. 

Bharti AXA General Insurance, which cur-
rently distributes through nine banks and over
50 NBFCs and Cooperative Banks, also added
a significant number of distribution partnerships
in the financial year 2019-20. The combined ratio,
a measure of profitability that takes into account
claims and expenses as a proportion of premi-
ums, has gone up by 5.4 per cent and stood at
120.7 per cent in 2019-20 against 115.3 per cent
in 2018-19. This was a result of increased invest-
ments in technology, infrastructure and human
capital to strengthen distribution network and
service delivery platforms as the company is cur-
rently in the investment phase of its growth jour-
ney.

Continuing on its path of innovation, the

company also proposed two new products —
Short Term Health Insurance and Usage-based
Motor Insurance — under the Sandbox initia-
tive launched by IRDAI and received approval
for both the innovative products in 2019-20.

“The current financial year looks challeng-
ing in view of the COVID-19 pandemic and dis-
ruptions caused by the nationwide lockdown.
Focus on technology and automation of process-
es has helped us operate seamlessly as we con-
tinue to service our customer and partners
remotely, successfully managing business, ser-
vicing, surveys and claim settlement. In 2020-
21, we will pursue opportunities across chan-
nels with constant emphasis on customer cen-
tricity, focus on superior risk selections, prudent
cost management, claims efficiency with invest-
ments in technologies and innovation to boost
all lines of businesses,” Srinivasan said.

The Institute of Company
Secretaries of India (ICSI)

celebrated its first virtual PCS
Day through a series of delib-
erations on the significant role
of Practicing Company
Secretaries, recognitions
awarded to them and their
emerging areas of practice with
eminent speakers from across
the country.

The Minister of State for
Finance and Corporate Affairs,
Anurag Singh Thakur, graced
the occasion as a chief guest
and appreciated the efforts and
role that Company Secretaries
have been playing in creating
awareness about the reform
measures taken by the Ministry
of Corporate affairs,
Government of India.

Thakur, emphasising on
the three ‘Es’, said, “Quality
education and employment
opportunities will lead to
empowered Company
Secretaries, who in turn will
empower the country.” 

CS Ashish Garg, President,

ICSI, rejoicing the spirit of the
day, echoed the sentiments of
thousands of Practising
Company Secretaries by
acknowledging the responsibil-
ity showered onto the institute
by the regulatory authorities
and the Government of India
in making the country a five
trillion economy by 2024. “Our
commitment and dedication,

even in these times of pandem-
ic, stands undeterred,” he
added. 

Pandey said, “Company
Secretaries should now be seen
as Corporate Secretaries for
they are playing roles beyond
that of the traditional compli-
ance officers and are helping in
bringing in international busi-
ness to the country.”
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Union Minister of State
(Independent Charge),

Development of North Eastern
Region (DoNER), MoS PMO,
Personnel, Public Grievances
& Pensions, Atomic Energy
and Space, Dr Jitendra Singh
launched an e-Booklet on one
year achievements of  the
Department of Pension and
Pensioners’ Welfare
(DoPPW)” through Video
Conferencing.

While addressing the
officers of the department, he
congratulated the team for
carrying out a series of reforms
which not only highlighted the
sensitivity of the government
but also the dedication of the
team during the trying times
of the pandemic. He stated that
the department went outside
its call of duty to organise a
webinar on COVID by
bringing in doctors to address
the anxiety of the pensioners. 

Among a series of reforms
in pension policy, the most
notable was the Amendment
of Rule 54 of CCS Pension
Rules, 1972 to provide
enhanced family pension in
the event of unfortunate death

of government servant even
before completion of seven
years of service.

Earlier only those families
were eligible for enhanced
family Pension (@50 per cent
of last pay drawn) wherein the
deceased government servant
had completed seven years of
service.

Another OM in the recent

year was extending the Old
Pension scheme to those
employees who joined on or
after January 1, 2004 but
whose result for recruitment
had been declared before the
same date. This was a long
standing demand of employees
covered under the National
Pension System (NPS) and was
the cause of several court cases

and anxiety among such
employees.

Soon after the formation
of the new government a series
of welfare measures for the
pensioners were also carried
out such as opening of an
Integrated Grievance Cell &
Call Centre with toll free
number 1800-11-1960 to
facilitate elderly pensioners in
registering their grievances
and get information of
pending grievances, holding of
“All India Pension Adalat”
wherein more than 50
locations were connected
through live interactive video
conferencing which resulted in
resolution of more than 4000
grievances by a single event.

The other welfare activities
carried out in the last one year
include facilitating doorstep
service for submission of life
certificate with the help of
Pension Disbursing Banks,
DLC from home campaign by
involving Pensioners’
associations in 24 cities,
organising the First Regional
Adalat at Jammu, and issuance
of consolidated instructions to
banks in order to ensure ease

of living for pensioners.
The department also

organised a tele-consultation
for pensioners on COVID-19
with pulmonologist and
director, AIIMS, Dr Randeep
Guleria and Dr Prasun
Chatterjee, Associate Professor
AIIMS.

Dr Kshatrapati Shivaji,
Secretary (P&PW), thanked
the Union Minister for guiding
DoPPW to make pension
reforms which affected the
lives of the pensioners. He
stated that departments, even
prior to the pandemic was an
e-office and therefore, the
transition to work from home
was easy to implement. All
officials have been provided
with a VPN which enables
them to work from wherever
they are and therefore the
working of this department
remained unaffected during
the pandemic.

Joint Secretary, Sanjiv
Narain Mathur conducted the
proceedings which were
completely online with all
senior officers of the
department. Ruchir Mittal, DS
gave the vote of thanks.
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�����!�Roland Garros chiefs on
Wednesday said that the delayed
French Open will get underway
on September 27 and with fans
in attendance as the ruling bod-
ies of world tennis revealed a
new-look calendar for a sport
placed on ice since mid-March
due to the coronavirus.

The French Open was
switched from its traditional
May-June slot because of the
pandemic with September 20
pencilled in as a start date.

Now, the Paris main draw of
the season’s final Grand Slam
event will begin a week later and
finish on October 11.

With the US Open already
confirmed to start on August 31,
the ATP and WTA tours
announced their restart dates.

The ATP Tour will resume
in Washington from August 14
while the WTA starts in
Palermo, Italy, on August 3.

Unlike the US Open in
New York, Roland Garros will
maintain its qualifying event in
the week before the main draw.

“In the current, difficult cli-
mate, we are well aware that it
is a privilege to be able to hold
Roland Garros in its usual
format,” said Bernard
Giudicelli, the president
of the French Tennis
Federation (FFT).

“Especially since the
qualifying tournament will
help to financially support a
category of professional players
who have been severely affect-
ed by this unprecedented crisis.

The French tennis chief
also insisted that, unlike the US
Open, fans would be allowed to

attend Roland Garros.
“It will be a number,

a percentage which will
be defined by mutual
agreement with the pub-
lic authorities,” said

Giudicelli.
“This kind of option

requires real cooperation with
the public authorities. It is still
premature to be able to give even

an estimate today.”
After Washington, the ATP

Tour will skip the now cancelled
Rogers Cup in Toronto, and
head for New York for the relo-
cated Cincinnati Masters and
then the US Open.

Once the US Open is over,
the tour heads to Europe for clay
courts events at the Madrid
Open and Italian Masters in the
run-up to the French Open.

The ATP said a further
update the Asia swing ahead of
European indoor events, culmi-
nating with the season-ending
ATP Finals in London, is expect-
ed in mid-July.

Unlike the ATP, the WTA
set out plans to visit Asia after
the conclusion of Roland Garros
with the China Open in Beijing
set for October 12, leading
towards the WTA Finals at
Shenzhen from November 9-15.

WTA tournaments will not
have fans on site. AFP
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Robert Lewandowski said
Bayern Munich had
proved they are the best

club in Germany after securing
their eighth straight Bundesliga
title on Tuesday as the Polish
striker’s first-half volley saw
them claim a 1-0 win at Werder
Bremen.

Bayern were confirmed
German champions for the
30th time in the club’s proud
history to maintain their iron-
grip on the Bundesliga shield in
recent years.

“We have showed that we
are the best team in Germany,”
said Lewandowski.

Lewandowski struck two
minutes before the break with
a brilliant chest and low strike,
but Bayern had to endure a
nervy final 11 minutes after
teenage left-back Alphonso
Davies was sent off for a second
yellow card.

At the end of a first 45 min-
utes dominated by Bremen’s
dogged defending and pouring
rain, Bayern broke through
when centre-back Jerome
Boateng chipped over the top
for Lewandowski to score.

It was the Poland striker’s
31st league goal of the season,
a career best, keeping him on
course to be named the league’s
top scorer for the fifth time.

The result means club stal-
wart Thomas Mueller now
equals the league record of for-
mer Bayern great Franck
Ribery with his ninth
Bundesliga title.

Head coach Hansi Flick
landed the Bundesliga title in
his first season in charge hav-
ing stepped in when Niko

Kovac was sacked last
November.

Even the coronavirus lock-
down could not stop
Bayern’s momentum,
with the champions
winning eight consecu-
tive games in all compe-
titions since the
resumption of German
football last month.

Flick, assistant coach when

Germany won the 2014 World
Cup, could land the treble as
Bayern face Bayer Leverkusen

in the German Cup
final on July 4 and hold
a 3-0 first-leg lead over
Chelsea in the
Champions League last
16. “This is Bayern
Munich, the goals are

always high,” said Flick after
club president Hainer Herbert

had said the treble is the goal
this season.

“We have now reached our
first big goal, the cup is now the
next goal, then the Champions
League, but you can’t plan for
that.”

The home defeat means
Bremen, who are three points
from guaranteed safety with
two games left, badly need a
result at fellow strugglers Mainz

this Saturday or against
Cologne at home on the final
day of the season.

Elsewhere, Borussia
Monchengladbach overpow-
ered Wolfsburg 3-0. While last
placed Paderborn was relegat-
ed into the second division
after losing 0-1 to newly-pro-
moted Union Berlin, who
remain another season in
Germany’s top flight.
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Lionel Messi was rugby tack-
led and then scored a penal-

ty as Barcelona put the pressure
back on Real Madrid by easing
to a 2-0 victory over Leganes at
an empty Camp Nou on
Tuesday.

Messi was hauled to the
ground in the first half by a div-
ing Unai Bustinza wrapping
two arms around his waist and
he was knocked over again in
the second, this time earning a
penalty, which he converted.

After 33 appearances,
Messi now has 26 goals this

season. In his last eight games,
he has seven goals and eight
assists.

The 17-year-old Ansu
Fati had earlier given
Barcelona the lead, contin-
uing his breakthrough sea-
son with a fifth goal in eight
league starts.
Leganes could have made

the reigning champions feel
uncomfortable if Miguel-
Angel Guerrero had taken
either of two golden early
opportunities but the first was
cleared off the line and the sec-
ond denied by the post.

“We had a bit of luck at the
beginning,” admitted Barca
coach Quique Setien.

But his team’s reward for a
rather underwhelming perfor-
mance is a five-point advantage
over Madrid, who can reduce
that back to two by winning at
home to Valencia on Thursday.
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The 2019-2020 Champions
League, suspended since

March because of the coron-
avirus pandemic, will be com-
pleted in a ‘final eight’ format
in Lisbon in August, UEFA
said on Wednesday.

Europe’s top club compe-
tition will be decided by a
series of one-off matches from
the quarter-final stage begin-
ning in the Portuguese capital
on August 12, with the final on
August 23, European football’s
governing body confirmed fol-
lowing a meeting of its execu-
tive committee.

Similarly, the Europa
League will be completed with
a ‘final eight’ across four
German cities, with
the final in Cologne
on August 21.

The closing stages
of the women’s
Champions League
will also go ahead in
an eight-team straight
knock-out tournament in
Bilbao and San Sebastian, in
Spain, from August 21 to 30.

“Football is leading the
return to a more normal life
here in Europe,” said UEFA
president Aleksander Ceferin,
but in all cases it remains to be
seen if any supporters will be
allowed to attend matches.

Games around Europe are
currently being played behind

closed doors amid strict health
guidelines, and Ceferin said no
decision would be made on
whether to let spectators in
“until mid-July”.

“If I would answer today
then we don’t think we could

have spectators at the
Europa League and
Champions League
quarter-finals, semi-
finals and finals but
things are changing
rapidly,” he said.

“A month ago I
couldn’t even answer if we
could play the competition.
Now we will play it, hopefully.”

With the European death
toll from the coronavirus eas-
ing and numerous EU coun-
tries this week opening their
borders again to visitors, there
is some hope that matches can
be played before crowds.

Ceferin added: “We don’t
know if (it would be) only the

local fans, if no fans, or even if
fans from different clubs could
travel.”

The men’s Champions
League final was initially due
to be played in Istanbul in
May before the Covid-19 cri-
sis took hold.

The Turkish city will now
host the 2021 final instead,
with Saint-Petersburg, Munich
and London hosting the fol-
lowing three years.

UEFA said all matches
would be split  between
Benfica’s 65,000-capacity
Estadio da Luz, and the near-
by 50,000-seat Estadio Jose
Alvalade, home of Sporting.

The draw for the
Champions League quarter-
finals will take place on July
10. There are still four last 16,
second legs to be completed,
and it is possible those games
could also be moved to
Portugal.

���&	�!Napoli’s all-time top scorer Dries
Mertens signed a new contract until 2022
with the Serie A club on Wednesday, just
hours before they face Juventus in the
Italian Cup final.

“Those who love Naples know that
this love is eternal. I will give
everything until the last day
to remain in the history of
this club and this city,” the
Belgium international said
in a video posted on
his Twitter account.

The 33-year-
old’s new deal will
run until 2022 but
also has the
option of a third
season.

“Happy to be
together for a long
time. Long live
Dries!” tweeted club
president Aurelio De
Laurentiis.       AFP

�	;�<4���D�>�E! Serena Williams committed to play at
this year’s US Open on Wednesday as US Tennis
Association officials vowed they can safely stage the first
Grand Slam since the coronavirus pandemic shutdown.

With top men’s stars questioning the wisdom of the
staging the event, the USTA said the event will be staged
August 31 to September 13 without spectators at New
York’s National Tennis Center, which in April became a
temporary hospital facility to combat the coronavirus pan-
demic.

“I really can’t wait to return to the US Open 2020,”
Serena Williams said in a video message. “I think the USTA
is going to do a really good job of ensuring everyone is
going to be safe.

“This is crazy. I’m excited.”
The Flushing Meadows fort-

night will be the first Grand
Slam event staged since the dead-
ly virus outbreak shut down glob-
al sport.

The site will also host
the ATP Western and
Southern Open, typi-
cally staged in
Cincinnati, the week
before the US Open
with a similar safety
“bubble” that includes
testing for players.
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England captain Joe Root
sees a shade of Virat Kohli

in his deputy Ben Stokes and
feels the flamboyant all-
rounder will lead by example
like the Indian skipper if he has
to take charge during the three-
Test series against the West
Indies beginning July 8.

Root is expecting the
arrival of his second child in
July and he could miss a match
or two to be with his wife
Carrie and also to maintain the
bio-security protocols to tack-
le Covid-19.

“You know Virat (Kohli)
goes out there and performs

and expects everyone to go
and do the same within the
same team and I imagine

that’s how Ben will go about
his business,” the premier

English batsman said in a
chat show on Sony Ten’s Pit

Stop.

Stokes has already said he’s
ready to take the challenge to
be the “the Scottie Pippen to Joe
Root’s Michael Jordan”, refer-
ring to the basketball legend’s
Chicago Bulls team of the late
1990s.

“I think Ben is better...
Ben would make a better
‘Michael Jordan’ than me. He
(Stokes) has a great quality,

leads from the front, just as
Michael Jordan did you know,”
Root quipped.

“He’s already a big leader in
the team as the vice-
captain...There’s a huge amount

of respect for him. He has obvi-
ously accomplished so much
within the game and within
Test cricket that he’s more than
well enough equipped to do a
really good job.”
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Reigning world 100m cham-
pion Christian Coleman

was provisionally suspended
on Wednesday over a missed
drugs test, putting him at risk
of a two-year ban that would
rule him out of next year’s
Tokyo Olympics.

Coleman, who only nar-
rowly avoided being banned
last year after three violations
of anti-doping “whereabouts”
rules across 2018 and 2019,
said in a statement on Twitter
that he was the victim of “a
purposeful attempt to get me
to miss a test.”

The Athletics Integrity
Unit (AIU), the anti-doping
arm of World Athletics,
responded by saying testers
had followed the rules when
they visited Coleman’s apart-
ment on December 9, 2019.

Coleman said he was out

shopping for Christmas pre-
sents. “I was more than ready
and available for testing and if
I had received a phone call I
could’ve taken the drug test
and carried on with my night,”
he said.

“I’ve been contacted by
phone literally every other time

I’ve been tested,” said Coleman.
The AIU responded in an

e-mail to AFP in which they
said “we will not comment on
the specifics of an ongoing
case” but that “a phone call is
discretionary and not a
mandatory requirement.”

“Any advanced notice of
testing, in the form of a phone
call or otherwise, provides an
opportunity for athletes to
engage in tampering or eva-
sion or other improper con-
duct which can limit the effi-
cacy of testing,” the AIU
added.

Coleman, 24, is now barred
from competition pending a
hearing under World Athletics
anti-doping rules.

The news came 12 days
after another 2019 world
champion, Bahrain’s Salwa Eid
Naser, winner of the women’s
400m, was provisionally sus-
pended for the same reason.

�	;� "	&
�! Young India
batswoman Jemimah
Rodrigues believes a full-
fledged women’s Indian
Premier League (IPL) can
make a difference by
unearthing talent such as
Shafali Verma which would
help the national team do well
at the global level.

Countries such as
Australia and England organ-
ised T20 tournaments for
women to develop the game
and Rodrigues believes the
same will happen in India if
there’s a women’s IPL.

“If you see the Big Bash
and the Kia Super League
have developed the game

out there so much for
Australia, England and now
even New Zealand has start-
ed. That’s (IPL) definitely
going to develop the game and
it’s also going to get newer tal-
ent,” Rodrigues said on ICC’s

100% Cricket.
She cited the example of

the 16-year-old Shafali, who
shone at the ICC Women’s
T20 World Cup with her
explosive batting, as one of the
finds of the IPL.

“We came to know about
Shafali Verma through the
IPL, she did so well in the IPL.
We knew she could do well in
the domestic circuit but after
that playing against

International players and
being  that fearless person we
can get many more talents ris-
ing up playing such matches,”
she said.

The BCCI has hosted
women’s IPL exhibition
matches in the last two years
but has said a full-fledged
tournament will take some
time to take shape.

The Board had decided to
organise a four-team women’s

T20 challenge to run parallel
to the men’s IPL play-offs
with a total of seven matches
to be played .

Acknowledging the
BCCI’s efforts to expand the
women’s IPL, Rodrigues said
the tournament was a great
learning experience for the
Indian players who got the
opportunity to rub shoulders
with veterans of the game.

“Playing matches in front
of a crowd its a different
experience, that’s what’s going
to help us play international
cricket alongside the experi-
ence we are going to get shar-
ing the dressing room with
Sophie Devine, Meg Lanning,
we ourselves will get to learn
so much.

“It will be great to have a
women’s IPL, the BCCI are on
it, and hopefully soon we will
be having a proper women’s
IPL,” she added. PTI
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Cricket is set to resume in South
Africa on June 27 as the country’s

board (CSA) on Wednesday
announced the launch of an innov-
ative competition titled 3TCricket,
where three teams will play in a sin-
gle match at SuperSport Park in
Centurion.

According to a Cricket South
Africa statement, the three teams will
compete for the inaugural Solidarity
Cup. It will be the first Live sporting
event organised in the country since
the coronavirus-forced lockdown in
March.

As per the new format, 24 of
South Africa’s top cricketers will fea-
ture in three teams playing two
halves in one match.

The teams are the Eagles, to be
captained by AB de Villiers,
Kingfishers, to be led by Kagiso
Rabada and the Kites, which will have
Quinton de Kock as captain.

The match will have 36 overs in
two halves of 18 overs each. Each
team will bat for one innings of 12

overs, split into two 6-over periods.
Each 6-over period will be bowled by
a different opponent.

The starting positions will be
determined by a draw. The teams
rotate from batting to bowling/dugout
in the first half.

In the second half, the teams bat
in order of highest score in the first
half. In case a team loses seven wick-
ets, the last batsman can bat alone but
he can score only in even number of
runs.

The team with most runs bags
the Gold, while the next two sides win
Silver and Bronze respectively.

�	;�"	&
�! Rio Games Bronze
medallist Sakshi Malik has said
that growing up she did not
know what the Olympics were,
and the desire to one day sit in
an aeroplane fuelled her ambi-
tion to become successful in
sport as it would help her trav-
el across the world.

“I had been playing sports
since I was a child but had little
idea about the Olympics,
Commonwealth Games and
Asian Games. It was after I got
into wrestling and started win-
ning medals at a junior level that
the interest in these events start-
ed going up,” Sakshi said on
Wednesday.

“Later on, as Sushil Kumar
and Yogeshwar Dutt started
winning medals including at the
Olympics, it served as a huge
motivation for me. IANS
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&4�"4�! England included
eight uncapped players in a 30-
man training group announced
on Wednesday ahead of next
month’s Test series against the
West Indies.

The England & Wales
Cricket Board last month
named a 55-strong training
group. But the selectors have
now whittled the number down
to those who are more likely to
be in contention for the Test side
as opposed to the one-day
team.

The new group will meet at
the Ageas Bowl on June 23 and
remain at Hampshire’s head-

quarters as they prepare for an
intra-squad match on July 1-3.

That will give players a
chance to press their case for
inclusion in the Test squad.

Among the uncapped play-
ers in the 30-man squad are
batsman Dan Lawrence, wick-
etkeeper-batsman James Bracey
and seamer Ollie Robinson.

But there were no major
surprises in the squad, which
includes Test skipper Joe Root.

Rory Burns, Jofra Archer,
James Anderson & Mark Wood
were all selected even though
they have been making their
way back from injury. AFP

-������������0����*��������<�#����
,�������%�����������$����� � 

�������������������$����������K7

?�
�!��@�
��$��� ���� ��%��
���31 �"���,�A�*
��$��.�
%
�����%�����
�
%
,�����������

+�����.CC�������������������������


