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Nepal President Bidya Devi
Bhandari on Thursday

signed a Constitution amend-
ment Bill to update the coun-
try’s new political map which
incorporated three strategical-
ly important Indian areas,
hours after the Parliament
approved it, a move that could
severely hit the bilateral ties
with New Delhi. 

India has already termed as
“untenable” the “artificial
enlargement” of the territorial
claims by Nepal after its
Parliament unanimously
approved the new political
map of the country featuring
Lipulekh, Kalapani and
Limpiyadhura areas which
India maintains belong to it.

Continued on Page 2
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The Congress on Thursday
staked claim to form the

Government in Manipur a day
after nine MLAs withdrew
support to the BJP-led coalition
Government of N Biren Singh.

Now Congress has 20
MLAs of its own as one mem-
ber has been disqualified and
seven rebels barred from enter-
ing the Assembly. With the help
of nine MLAs who withdrew
support from the BJP
Government, the Congress will
have the support of 29 MLAs
in the House whose effective
strength in case of a floor test
will be 52. The magic number
will thus be 27. 

Senior Congress leader and
former Chief Minister Okaram
Ibobi Singh met Governor
Najma Heptulla seeking special
Assembly session for no-con-
fidence motion against the
Biren Singh Government.

Continued on Page 2
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India has been formally elect-
ed as non-permanent mem-

ber of the powerful UN
Security Council for a two-year
term. Prime Minister Narendra
Modi said he was “deeply grate-
ful” for the overwhelming sup-
port from the international
community.

There were five vacant
seats in the UNSC, out of
which four were filled by the
first round of voting on
Wednesday. Along with India,
Kenya, Ireland, Mexico and
Norway obtained the requisite
two-thirds majority in the
General Assembly.

The other non-permanent
members are: Estonia, Niger,
Saint Vincent and the
Grenadines, Tunisia and
Vietnam.

Continued on Page 2
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Novel coronavirus that caus-
es Covid-19 may spread

more easily among people liv-
ing together and family mem-
bers than other virus like severe
acute respiratory syndrome
(SARS) or Middle East respi-
ratory syndrome (MERS), as
per a study published in 
The Lancet Infectious Diseases
journal.

The analysis, based on con-
tact tracing data from 349 peo-
ple with Covid-19 and 1,964 of
their close contacts in
Guangzhou in China, found
people with Covid-19 were at
least as infectious before they
developed symptoms as during
their actual illness, and that
older person (aged 60 years or
more) were most susceptible to
household infection with coro-
navirus.
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Union Home Minister Amit
Shah on Thursday

favoured a unified strategy for
Delhi and NCR to tackle the
coronavirus pandemic and said
the suburbs like Gurgaon,
Noida and Ghaziabad can’t be
separated from the national
Capital in this battle.

Shah conveyed this mes-
sage at a meeting with Delhi
Chief Minister Arvind Kejriwal
and senior officials to review
the Covid-19 situation in Delhi
and the National Capital
Region (NCR), amidst increas-
ing number of COVID-19
cases in these urban centres.

“In view of the structure of
Delhi-NCR region, all con-
cerned bodies need to unite
and work on a common strat-

egy against the coronavirus
pandemic. In this context, I met
with Delhi Chief Minister and
senior officials of Center and
Delhi-NCR today to discuss
how to evolve a strategy as soon
as possible,” Shah tweeted. 

Continued on Page 2

����� �12�/13.*

The Supreme Court on
Thursday stayed this year’s

Puri Rath Yatra, which is
attended by lakhs of people
from across the world and was
to start from June 23, due to the
Covid-19 pandemic and said
“Lord Jagannath won’t forgive
us if we allow” it.

A bench of Chief Justice SA
Bobde and Justices Dineesh
Maheshwari and AS Bopanna
said that in the interest of pub-
lic health and safety of citizens,
this year’s Rath Yatra at Puri in
Odisha can’t be allowed.

“Lord Jagannath won’t for-
give us if we allow this year’s
Rath Yatra to go on,” CJI Bobde
said, adding that as such a huge
gathering can’t take place dur-
ing the pandemic.

While the Rath Yatra festi-
val, held over 10-12 days with

lakhs of people participating,
was scheduled for June 23, the
“Bahuda Jatra” (return car fes-
tival) was fixed for July 1.

Three heavily built wood-
en chariots of Lord Jagannath,
Lord Balabhadra and Devi
Subhadra are traditionally
pulled by thousands of devotees
over a distance of three kilo-
metres twice during the 
nine-day festival of the Trinity
at Puri.

Continued on Page 2
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The talks between senior com-
manders from India and China
didn’t achieve any break-
through on Thursday, even as
India also took strong excep-
tion to China claiming sover-
eignty over the Galwan valley
in eastern Ladakh, saying its
“exaggerated and untenable
claims” are contrary to the
understanding reached on the
issue between the two sides.

Ministry of External
Affairs (MEA) Spokesperson
Anurag Srivastava said this
after China claimed that the
Galwan valley in eastern
Ladakh is a part of its territo-
ry. “As we have conveyed ear-
lier today, External Affairs
Minister and the State
Councillor and Foreign
Minister of China had a phone
conversation on recent devel-
opments in Ladakh,” Srivastava
said late on Wednesday.

“Both sides have agreed the
overall situation should be
handled in a responsible man-
ner and that the understand-
ings reached between Senior
Commanders on 6th June
should be implemented sin-
cerely. Making exaggerated and
untenable claims is contrary to
this understanding,” he said.

Making New Delhi’s stand
clear on Thursday, the MEA
said, “India and China have
been discussing through mili-
tary and diplomatic channels
the de-escalation of the situa-
tion in the border area in
Eastern Ladakh. “On 6th June
2020, the Corps Commanders
of India and China held a
meeting in the Chushul Moldo
region where an agreement
was reached on de-escalation

and disengagement along the
Line of Actual Control (LAC).
Ground Commanders were
meeting regularly to imple-
ment this consensus through-
out last week.

“While it was our expecta-
tion that this would unfold
smoothly, the Chinese side
departed from the consensus to
respect the LAC in the Galwan
valley. On the late evening and
night of June 15, a violent
face-off happened when the
Chinese side unilaterally
attempted to change the status
quo there. They took premed-
itated and planned action that
was directly responsible for
the resulting violence and casu-
alties suffered by both sides.
This could have been avoided
had the agreement at the high-
er level been scrupulously fol-
lowed by the Chinese side,” the
Ministry said.

Given its responsible
approach to border manage-
ment, India is very clear that all

its activities are always within
the Indian side of the LAC. We
expect the Chinese side to also
confine its activities to its side
of the LAC, the Ministry said.

“It was agreed that both
sides would implement the
dis-engagement understand-
ing of 6th June sincerely.
Neither side would take any
action to escalate matters and
instead, ensure peace and tran-
quility as per bilateral agree-
ments and protocols,” the
Government said.

The two sides are in regu-
lar touch through their respec-
tive embassies and foreign
offices. At the ground level the
two sides have maintained
communication at the com-
manders’ level. Meetings of
other established diplomatic
mechanisms such as Working
Mechanism for Consultation
and Coordination on Border
Affairs  are under discussion.

The External Affairs
Ministry also asserted that

“While we remain firmly con-
vinced of the need for mainte-
nance of peace and tranquility
in the borders areas and the
resolution of differences
through dialogue, at the same
time, as the Prime Minister
stated yesterday, we are also
strongly committed to ensuring
India’s sovereignty and territo-
rial integrity.”

Meanwhile, the senior
commanders from India and
China held talks for third con-
secutive day on Thursday. The
main focus was to restore peace
there and ensure that the mutu-
ally agreed withdrawal of
troops takes place unhindered.

So far the Chinese have not
shown any inclination to
restore the status quo ante pre
May 5 at the LAC in Ladakh.
This is India’s main condition.
New Delhi cannot accept any-
thing short of it, because that
would mean conceding Indian
territory to China. 

Continued on Page 2
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New Delhi: The Railways has
decided to terminate the con-
tract of a Chinese company due
to “poor progress” on the sig-
nalling and telecommunica-
tion work on the Eastern
Dedicated Freight Corridor’s
417-km section between
Kanpur and Mughalsarai.

The Railways had given the
contract worth �471 crore to
Beijing National Railway
Research and Design Institute
of Signal and Communication
Group in 2016. The move
comes after 20 Indian Army
personnel were killed in a
fierce clash with Chinese troops
in the Galwan Valley in Ladakh
on Monday night, the biggest
military confrontation in five
decades that has significantly
escalated the already volatile
border standoff in the region.

Continued on Page 2
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Amid the continuing stand-
off with China, India has

decided to procure 21 MiG-29
and 12 Sukhoi fighter jets from
Russia on a fast-track basis
even as satellite imageries sug-
gest China has yet again resort-
ed to the tactic of weather war-
fare to change the course of
Galwan river in Ladakh.

The decision to acquire
the additional fighter jets has
been taken to strengthen the air
force’s reserves. The process for
the acquisition of the fighters
has been expedited as India and
China are engaged in an
intense stand-off in the Galwan
valley and other points on the
LAC for over a month now.

With three decades of
experience in weather war-
fare, the Chinese People’s
Liberation Army has 10 divi-
sions (one lakh personnel or
the strength of a corps) dedi-
cated for weather manipulation
in the hinterland and warfare
along the LAC. Besides, China,
Israel is the only other country
with such capabilities.

China has in the past
resorted to such tactics to con-
trol the f low of the
Brahmaputra river in Assam
and Satlej river that flows into
Himachal Pradesh from China.

Analysis of the high reso-
lution satellite imageries as
also inputs gathered by the
agencies suggest the PLA also
used bulldozers to doze off a
hillock in their bid to maximise
casualties to the Indian troops
during the skirmish earlier this
week in which 20 Indian per-
sonnel, including a Colonel
rank officer, were killed.

Intelligence estimates here
also suggest China may resort
to denying hydrological data on
Brahmaputra and Sutlej rivers
to India during the monsoon
season. The bulldozers were
deployed by the PLA on 
their side of the LAC and
could be intended to stop the
flow of the water.

Continued on Page 2
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Situation remained tense on
Thursday on the Line of

Actual Control (LAC) in
Ladakh following reports that
Chinese army men mutilated
the bodies of Indian jawans
after a clash at the Galwan val-
ley on Monday night.  

While there was no official
word on this, senior officers
were making all efforts to keep
the troops all along the border
calm and not allow any more
face-offs.

The Army denied media
reports that at least ten Indian
soldiers were made captives by
the Chinese.  The clarification
that no Indian soldier was
missing in action came after
reports that scores of Indian
soldiers were captured in the
free for all.

As regards mutilation of
some bodies, sources said this
issue had led to rising anger
amongst the troops deployed
on the already volatile border.
Reports said Colonel B Santosh
Babu was reportedly ambushed
in the initial stages itself and
struck down in the hand to
hand combat.  Then more
troops from both the sides
rushed to the site. 

Reports indicated that at
one point the Indian side was
vastly outnumbered with not
more than 100 Indians sur-
rounded by nearly 800 Chinese.
They were armed with clubs,
barbed wires, batons and iron
rods studded with nails.
Sources also reiterated that the
murderous attack took place on
Indian soil. 

Sources said the Chinese
army men brutalised the Indian

soldiers after they fought
bravely and fell prey to treach-
ery.  The Chinese reportedly
mutilated the bodies of sever-
al soldiers after they were killed
with stones and sharp edged
weapons and nail-studded
batons and clubs.

Continued on Page 2
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External Affairs Minister S
Jaishankar on Thursday

said all Indian troops guarding
the border with China carried
arms, refuting Congress leader
Rahul Gandhi’s questions as to
why Army personnel in
Galwan Valley were sent
“unarmed to martyrdom”.

Jaishankar pointed out that
armies of the two sides do not
use firearms as per provisions
of two bilateral agreements
sealed in 1996 and 2005.

“Let us get the facts

straight. All troops on border
duty always carry arms, espe-
cially when leaving the post.
Those at Galwan on June 15
did so. Long-standing practice
(as per 1996 & 2005 agree-
ments) is not to use firearms
during face-offs,” Jaishankar
said in a tweet.

The latest incident may
see the Government revisiting
the standard operating proce-
dure at the LAC, officials said.

Earlier in a video message
Rahul Gandhi condemned
China’s actions in eastern
Ladakh that resulted in the
death of 20 soldiers. Pointing
out that Indian soldiers were
unarmed, Rahul sought to
know who is responsible for
this situation.

“China committed a crime
by killing India’s unarmed sol-
diers. I want to know who sent
these unarmed soldiers in the
harm’s way and why. Who is
responsible,” said Rahul.

Continued on Page 2
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Beijing: Parrying questions
about the brutal attack carried
out by its troops on the Indian
soldiers with iron rods and
spikes on June 15, China on
Thursday also declined to
respond to queries on reports
of it building a dam on the
Galwan river at the Sino-Indian
border to obstruct its flow. 

Foreign Ministry
spokesman Zhao Lijian in his
media briefing skirted ques-
tions for a second consecutive
day about the casualties suf-
fered by the Chinese troops in
their clash with the Indian
soldiers at the Galwan Valley
on Monday night. PTI

Detailed report on P2

London: The chief scientist at
the WHO says the agency
hopes there will be about 2 bil-
lion doses of a vaccine against
Covid-19 by the end of next
year that would be reserved for
“priority populations.”
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New Delhi: Vice President M Venkaiah
Naidu on Thursday expressed delight
over India's unopposed election to the
UN Security Council as a non-permanent
member, saying it reflected the goodwill
enjoyed by New Delhi.

"Delighted that India is elected unop-
posed as a non-permanent member of
the  UN Security Council. The support
from 184 out of 192 members reflects the
goodwill India enjoys in the world com-
munity," the Vice President's Secretariat
tweeted. 

India garnered 184 votes out of the
192 ballots cast in the General Assembly
to win the election for the non-perma-
nent seat in the powerful Security
Council. India's two-year term will begin
on January 1, 2021.

This is the eighth time that India will
sit at the UN high-table, which comprises
five permanent members and 10 non-
permanent members.

"India has always been a voice for
peace and non-violence and will continue
to do so," Naidu said. PTI

Beijing: Parrying questions
about the brutal attack carried
out by its troops on the Indian
soldiers with iron rods and
spikes on June 15, China on
Thursday also declined to
respond to queries on reports of
it building a dam on the Galwan
river at the Sino-Indian border
to obstruct its flow.

Foreign Ministry
spokesman Zhao Lijian in his
media briefing skirted questions
for a second consecutive day
about the casualties suffered by
the Chinese troops in their
clash with the Indian soldiers at
the Galwan Valley on Monday
night.

Asked about allegations that
Col Santosh Babu and other
Indian soldiers were brutally
attacked with iron rods and

spikes by Chinese soldiers and
whether the confrontation start-
ed when the Indian troops
arrive to demolish structures set
up by China along the Line of
Actual Control (LAC), Zhao
reiterated China's allegation,
squarely blaming the Indian
troops for the incident.

"The right and wrong of this
case is very clear and responsi-
bility doesn't lie with the
Chinese side," he said, adding
that China has provided the
details of the case.

India has trashed China's
claim of sovereignty over the
Galwan Valley, saying such
"exaggerated" and "untenable"
claims are contrary to the
understanding reached during
a high-level military dialogue on
June 6.

China's foreign ministry as
well as the military this week
claimed that the Galwan Valley
has always been a part of the
country. In a sharp reaction to
the claim by China's People's

Liberation Army (PLA),
Spokesperson in the Ministry of
External Affairs Anurag
Srivastava referred to an agree-
ment reached between the
Chinese and Indian militaries
on "disengagement" during the
Lt General-level talks on June 6.

"Making exaggerated and
untenable claims is contrary to
this understanding," he said in
a statement in New Delhi early
on Thursday.

The Galwan Valley was the
site of the violent clash between
the two militaries on Monday
night in which a Colonel and 19
other Indian Army personnel
were killed. China's official
media has acknowledged casu-
alties on the Chinese side with-
out mentioning numbers.

To a question about satellite
photos taken on June 16 show-
ing China building a dam on the
Galwan river blocking its water
flow and whether it violated any
agreement with India, Zhao
said, “I am not aware of the

specifics you mentioned”.
During Thursday's press

briefing, Zhao referred to
Wednesday's telephone talks
between External Affairs
Minister S Jaishankar and his
Chinese counterpart Wang Yi
during which, he pointed out
that, "both sides agreed to deal
with the serious situation caused
by the conflict in a just manner
and jointly observe the con-
sensus reached at the com-
mander level meeting, de-esca-
late tensions as soon as possible”.  

The two ministers have
also agreed based on the agree-
ments reached by the two coun-
tries reached so far to maintain
the peace and tranquillity in the
border areas, he said.  

"I would like to stress the
Indian troops at the western sec-
tion of the boundary and some
other areas crossed LAC and
tried to unilaterally change the
status quo," he alleged.

"The Chinese troops are
committed to uphold peace

and tranquillity along the bor-
der areas. They have been exer-
cising restraint. They are deter-
mined to safeguard our nation-
al sovereignty and security”, he
said.

"We urge the Indian side to
immediately withdraw their
personnel crossing the line,
strictly restrain its troops and
observe consensus reached by
the leaders of two countries and
agreements existing so far and
jointly work with us to uphold
peace tranquillity in the border
area," he said.

After this incident, both
sides are in communication
and coordination on the matter
through diplomatic and military
channels, he said.

"Both sides agreed to deal
with the serious matter caused
by the conflict at the valley in a
just manner, jointly observe
the commander level talks con-
sensus and deescalate the ten-
sions as soon as possible and
safeguard the peace and tran-

quillity," he said.
"Currently the overall situ-

ation is stable and controllable.
We believe under the guidance
of the important consensus
reached by the leaders of the two
countries the two sides can
deal with the relevant matter
jointly safeguard peace and sta-
bility at the border areas and
work for the sound develop-
ment of bilateral relations”, he
said. During the briefing, the
spokesman read out the whole
press statement issued by the
Chinese Foreign Ministry on
Wednesday on the telephonic
conversation between Wang
and Jaishankar.

A large number of Indian
and Chinese troops have been
engaged in an eyeball-to-eyeball
situation in Galwan Valley and
certain other areas of eastern
Ladakh for the last five weeks,
including in Pangong Tso,
Galwan Valley, Demchok and
Daulat Beg Oldie in eastern
Ladakh. PTI

Islamabad: Pakistan on
Thursday refused to felicitate
India after it was elected as a
non-permanent member of the
powerful UN Security Council,
accusing it of violating the UN
resolutions on Kashmir.

India was overwhelmingly
elected as a non-permanent
member of the powerful UN

Security Council on Wednesday
for a two-year term. 

India, the endorsed candi-
date from the Asia-Pacific States,
won 184 votes out of the 192 bal-
lots cast in the elections for the
five non-permanent seats of the
Security Council, the world
organisation's most powerful
organ.

Pakistan Foreign Office
spokesperson Aisha Farooqui
said at a regular media briefing
that the General Assembly elect-
ed four non-permanent mem-
bers to the Security Council for
a two-year term commencing
from 1 January 2021.

“We congratulate Ireland,
Norway and Mexico on their
election to the Council. The
election of India, however, rais-
es fundamental questions,” she
said.

She said that the UN
Charter has entrusted the
Security Council with primary
responsibility for the mainte-
nance of international peace
and security. “India stands in
flagrant violation of several res-
olutions of the Security Council
that prescribed a UN-super-
vised plebiscite to enable the
people of J&K to exercise their
fundamental right to self-deter-
mination,” she said. 

Pakistan will be working
with the rest of the members of
the Council in advancing the
objectives of global peace and
security in South Asia and
beyond, she added. PTI
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New Delhi: The US on Thursday congratulated India
on the successful election to the UN Security Council
and said it looks forward to working with New Delhi
for a more stable, secure, and prosperous world.

"Hearty congratulations to India's successful elec-
tion to the @UN Security Council. The United States
looks forward to working with India for a more stable,
secure, and prosperous world," US Ambassador to India
Kenneth Juster tweeted.

His remarks came hours after India's overwhelm-
ing election as a non-permanent member for a two-year
term, beginning January 1, 2021. In an unprecedented
election where envoys from the 192 member-states voted
wearing masks and in adherence to the strict social-dis-
tancing norms due to the COVID-19 pandemic, India,
the endorsed candidate from the Asia-Pacific States, won
184 votes out of the 192 ballots cast in the election for
the five non-permanent seats of the Security Council,
the world organisation's most powerful organ. PTI
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From Page 1
Sensing the anger among

the Indian troopers, mood,
the commanders have
increased their vigil on all the
stand-off sites along the LAC
in Eastern Ladakh.

Meanwhile, four personnel
critically injured are now sta-
ble. In addition there are 18
injured in Leh military hospi-
tal are also now stable, sources
said. Another 58 personnel
with minor injuries should be
joining work within few days,
they added.

On the fracas which
claimed 20 Indian lives,
sources said it appeared that
the Chinese had planned the
attack in advance by using
drones to monitor the
patrolling pattern of the Indian
army. 

This is the first time 
since 1975 that Indian 
soldiers were killed on the
4,000 km long LAC.  In
October 1975, a patrol was
ambushed and at least five
Indian jawans were killed.  In
this backdrop, sources admit-
ted the current situation is
extremely serious.

From Page 1
The 15-member Security

Council has five permanent
members - the US, the UK,
France, Russia and China - and
10 non-permanent members.

There were 192 Member
States present for voting and the
two-thirds required majority
was 128. India garnered 184
votes. Canada lost the elections.

New Delhi’s candidature
was unanimously endorsed by
the 55-member Asia-Pacific
grouping, including China and
Pakistan, in June last year.
Previously, India has been elect-
ed as a non-permanent mem-
ber of the Council for the years
1950-1951, 1967-1968, 1972-
1973, 1977-1978, 1984-1985,
1991-1992 and most recently in
2011-2012.

From Page 1
Ibobi Singh handed over let-

ter of support from the TMC,
NPP and Independent MLAs.
These parties have formed a new
coalition, the Secular Progressive
Front (SPF).

In a related development, 12
Congress MLAs have given a
notice to the secretary of the
Manipur Legislative Assembly
for removal of Speaker Yumnam
Khemchand. The notice chal-
lenged Speaker Khemchand’s
decision to advance the date for
deciding disqualification of
seven Congress MLAs to June
18 from previously fixed date of
June 22.

This relates to disqualifica-
tion of seven Congress MLAs
who had pledged support to the
BJP-led Government while stay-
ing as the Congress members.
The Manipur High Court had
last week banned their entry into
the Vidhan Sabha until dis-
qualification matter is decided
by the Speaker. Congress leader
Meghchandra Singh, who sub-
mitted the notice, cited Article
179 (C) of the Constitution to
assert that Speaker Khemchand
can no longer decide the dis-
qualification matter. Singh said
till removal is pending, the
Speaker is powerless in dis-
qualifying MLAs.

From Page 1
However, the Dedicated

Freight Corridor Corporation
Limited (DFCCIL), the imple-
menting agency of the project,
made it clear that there was no
link between the border face-
off and the contract’s termina-
tion, the process for which had
started as early as January
2019.

Officials said the Chinese
firm was supposed to complete
the work by 2019, but only 20
percent of the work has been
completed so far.

“We were in discussion
with the World Bank on the
issue since January this year as
their progress was very slow.
We approached them in April
telling them of our decision to
terminate the contract. We
have decided to terminate the
contract and if the World Bank
disagrees, then we will
approach the Railways to fund
the section.

“There is no link between
the termination of this contract
and what is happening at the
borders. It is purely coinci-
dental,” said Anurag Sachan,
Managing Director, DFCCIL.

From Page 1
There has not been any

breakthrough in this regard
and the all official comments
from both sides have remained
mired in the jargon of disen-
gagement and de-escalation.

The agreement to pull back
troops from all the four face-off
sites was arrived at on June 6
during the talks between Lt
General Harinder Singh and
Major General Liu Lin. India
has maintained that China
agreed to withdraw troops
from the operational areas and
shift them back to peacetime
locations. It was also reported-
ly agreed between the two
sides to remove heavy weapons
also from forward areas.

However, the entire sce-
nario changed after the violent
clashes on Monday in the
Galwan valley leaving 20
Indian soldiers including their
commanding officer Colonel B
Santosh Babu dead.

Since Monday night Major
General level officers of both
the armies are holding talks at
Patrol Point 14 but failed to
make any breakthrough till
Wednesday. On Thursday, the
two officers met again at the
LAC and agreed to continue
the dialogue to find ways to
cool down tempers at the bor-
der. Incidentally, the troops
from both the sides had disen-
gaged from the brawl site, offi-
cials said.

From Page 1
The Congress party in a

statement also asked whether
the huge mistake in under-
standing the intention of
China, not a symbol of the
gross failure of the Central
Government and their leader-
ship.

Experts are also asking
why the Indian jawans were not
asked to use firearms in self-
defence when the Chinese
assaulted them with such dead-
ly weapons and the bloodshed
continued for hours.

Congress leader KC
Venugopal and party
spokesperson Randeep Singh
Surjewala said that today there
is anguish in every mind. The
entire country is suffering not
only because of the inexplica-
ble suffering that the
Ranbankurs were shamelessly

martyred, as well as the resent-
ment as to why they were sent
unarmed to meet China offi-
cials, they said.

Army sources said that the
Indian Army patrols are strict-
ly prohibited from opening
fire at the LAC and as a pre-
caution, they do not carry
guns. This confidence building
agreement was inked between
the two countries in 1996. It
binds both the countries that
neither side shall open fire or
conduct blast operations with-
in two km of the LAC.

The 1996 agreement saw
both the sides refraining from
brandishing weapons at each
other. The face-offs used to see
pushing and jostling. The
Chinese of late started pelting
stones and now graduated to
more lethal weapons like clubs
with barbed wires and nails.

From Page 1
Also to subsequently release

the collected water with much
more kinetic energy to hit the
Indian Army’s paraphernalia
on the base of the valley, sources
said. The PLA has intensified its
activities and presence in the
region for over a year and hun-
dreds of vehicles including
trucks, armoured military car-
riers and bulldozers are esti-
mated to be deployed along the
banks of the Galwan river across
the LAC. The imageries also
suggest pre-fabricated huts for
accommodating the PLA troops
have been erected in their side
of the LAC.

From Page 1
Nepal last month released the

revised political and administrative
map of the country laying claim over the
strategically important areas, more
than six months after India published
a new map in November 2019.

The bill was authenticated by
President Bhandari on Thursday after-
noon as per the constitutional provision,
according to a notice issued by her
office. 

Earlier in the day, the National
Assembly, or the upper house of the
Nepalese parliament, unanimously
passed the Constitution amendment bill
providing for the inclusion of the coun-
try’s new political map in its national
emblem. The bill to amend the
Constitution to update the new map was
tabled in the National Assembly, the
upper house on Sunday, a day after the
House of Representatives unanimous-
ly endorsed it.

From Page 1
“Having regard to the danger pre-

sented by such a large gathering of peo-
ple for the Rath Yatra, we consider it
appropriate in the interests of public
health and safety of citizens who are
devotees to restrain the respondents
from holding the Rath Yatra this year,”
the bench said.

It said Article 25(1) of the
Constitution itself confers the right to
freely profess and propagate religion sub-
ject to health. “We accordingly direct that
there shall be no Rath Yatra anywhere
in the temple town of Odisha or in any
other part of the State this year. We fur-
ther direct that there shall be no activi-
ties secular or religious associated with
the Rath Yatra during this period,” it said.
During the hearing, senior advocate
Mukul Rohatgi, appearing for the peti-
tioner, an NGO, said that if Rath Yatra
is allowed huge congregation of people
will take place, exposing them to high-
er risk of infection by coronavirus.

The bench observed that it is a seri-
ous matter. Solicitor General Tushar

Mehta, appearing for the Centre, said
that it needs time till Friday to file the
reply. A counsel appearing for an inter-
venor said the Odisha Government has
issued a notification that there shall be
no public gathering till June 30.

However, the bench said that it is
restraining the respondents from hold-
ing the festival starting from June 23 and
issuing notice on the plea and replies be
filed in four weeks.

The Chief Justice said he came to
know recently that the word juggernaut
is related to Lord Jagannath which
means a force that cannot be stopped.
Mehta said, “But, you stopped it today”.

The top court noted in its order that
it is not disputed that the number of peo-
ple, likely to gather for the annual Rath
Yatra scheduled to be held from June 23,
2020, is going to be about 10 to 12 lakhs
and the festivities normally continue for
a period of 10 to 12 days.

The top court’s order came on a PIL
filed by the Odisha-based NGO seeking
cancellation or postponement of this
year’s Rath Yatra.

From Page 1
Authorities in Haryana, Uttar Pradesh

and Delhi imposed border restrictions on
different times during the Covid-19 lock-
down, leading to inconvenience to many
and complaints about difficulty in access-
ing medical services during the pandem-
ic.

According to a Home Ministry source,
Shah said all authorities concerned in
Delhi-NCR need to come together in this
fight given how closely these cities are
linked. “The home minister favoured a uni-
fied strategy for Delhi-NCR to tackle the
coronavirus,” the source said. 

Shah said there is a need to scale-up
testing for COVID-19 and provide treat-
ment to those found positive. The Home
Minister also suggested that the NCR dis-
tricts can consider adopting Rs 2,400
charge fixed for Covid-19 test in Delhi,
besides the new rapid antigen methodol-
ogy being implemented in the national
Capital from Thursday.

A Home Ministry statement said Shah

also told the meeting that an expert com-
mittee decided the rates for Covid-19
beds and treatment in Delhi, and these
could be applied to hospitals in the NCR
cities after consultations. 

He said it would be better to conduct
Covid-19 testing through the new rapid
antigen methodology approved by the
Indian Council of Medical Research
(ICMR) which will ramp up the testing
capacity and help in early diagnosis and
treatment.

He directed officials from Uttar
Pradesh and Haryana Governments to sub-
mit information about COVID-19 beds,
ventilators, oxygen cylinders, ICU and
ambulances available with them and their
plan to augment these resources by July 15
to the Union Home Ministry so that a com-
mon strategy can be devised in the NCR
in the battle against the virus, the statement
said.  Shah assured the NCR districts that
the central government will provide all sup-
port to them in their fight against the coro-
navirus pandemic, another source said.
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After a brief exchange of fire,
the Special Cell of Delhi

Police nabbed a 27-year-old
man wanted in several robbery
and dacoity from Uttar
Pradesh's Moradabad district. 

The accused, identified as
Ajay, was carrying a reward of
�50,000. Police said that during
the brief encounter, the accused
suffered injuries in his right leg.

According to Pramod
Singh Kushwaha, the Deputy
Commissioner of Police
(DCP), Special Cell, the arrest
was made on Wednesday night
after police received informa-
tion that Ajay would come
near Moradabad's university

area on a bike.
"Accordingly a trap was

laid and the Crime Branch
team of UP's Moradabad police
also assisted the Delhi Police in
this regard. A .315 single shot
pistol with two live cartridges
was also recovered from Ajay,
who was wanted in 10 cases,
including robbery, dacoity and
arms act," said the DCP. 
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The Delhi Police has arrest-
ed three men for allegedly

killing a man and injuring his
wife and a relative following a
quarrel over a minor dispute.

The accused were identified
as Nazar (22), Sakir (30) and
Aftab (19), all residents of Pul
Prahladpur in southeast Delhi. 

According to RP Meena,
DCP, Southeast district, the
incident took place on June 15
and after receiving police con-
trol room (PCR) call regarding
the quarrel, a police team
reached the spot where, they
found Dilshad (35), his wife
Nagma (30) and his relative
Najeem (23) injured and rushed
them to a trauma centre for
treatment. "However, two days

later, Najeem succumbed to his
injuries. Dilshad told the police
that on the day of incident, Sakir
first started abusing his broth-
er-in-law Mujeeb and later came
with another person named
Sahid and beat him with iron
rod and sticks," said the DCP. 

"After some time, two other
men, associates of Sakir, came
and attacked Najeem and other
family members with knives,
following which they fled. The
three accused were identified
and arrested from Tuglakabad
on Wednesday," said the DCP. 

"During interrogation, the
accused disclosed that on June
15, after a quarrel over a
minor dispute, Nazar stabbed
Najeem with a knife while
Sakir and Aftab beat Mujeeb
with sticks, he said.
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Delhi Chief Minister Arvind
Kejriwal and Deputy Chief

Minister Manish Sisodia on
Thursday visited the Radha
Soami Satsang Beas Centre at
Chhatarpur to take stock of the
preparations being done in
Delhi to ramp up medical
infrastructure in the wake of
coronavirus pandemic. 

Notably, Radha Soami
Satsang Beas center has tem-
porarily been converted into
the world's largest Covid care
facility with 10,000 beds, to
help the city deal with the surg-
ing coronavirus cases.

Kejriwal said, "Radha
Soami Satsang Beas has given
us space where we are setting
up a 10,000-bed isolation cen-
ter. Patients with mild symp-
toms or asymptomatic patients
will be admitted here.
Generally, such patients can be
treated at home but in many
cases, people do not have much
space in their homes. There are
no separate toilets in the homes
of poor people, and so it would
serve them better if we keep
them in isolation centers. The
Delhi Government follows up
with the people who stay in

home isolation every day
regarding their health situa-
tion." 

“Inspected Delhi Govt's
upcoming 10,000-bed Covid
Care Centre at the Radha
Soami Satsang Beas grounds at
Chhatarpur. A small section of

the beds will also have oxygen
support,” Kejriwal tweeted soon
after his visit to the Centre.

"We are also arranging
doctors, nurses, and medical
staff for this accommodation.
We are hopeful that by the first
week of July, this place will be

fully prepared. By June 30, we
will need 15,000 beds and by
July 15, we will need 30,000
beds, therefore, we are prepar-
ing these accommodations,"
he added. 

Adding further on arrang-
ing the beds for Corona

patients, he, said that the Delhi
Government has taken over
various hotels and banquet
halls to arrange more beds for
the treatment of Covid patients.
He said, "Some of the hotels
appealed to the court for a stay
order, but we have won the case
and the work of converting the
hotels into isolation centers is
in process. All hotels are con-
nected with a hospital, we will
shift a patient directly to the
attached hospital if he/she
needs immediate medical treat-
ment or becomes critical. But
I think, we may need more
ICUs in the coming days, I am
in talks with doctors and the
authorities to figure out how
this can be done." 

Sharing details of his meet-
ing with the Union Home
Minister Amit Shah, he said, "I
had a meeting with the Hon'ble
Home Minister today, where he
discussed that the whole NCR
should work together in the
battle against Covid-19. We dis-
cussed that NCR cannot be
separated, and we have to fight
Corona together. District offi-
cials from Noida, Gurugram,
Faridabad, etc were also present
and we discussed issues relat-
ed to Corona."
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Delhi Deputy Chief Minister
Manish Sisodia on

Thursday took over the charge
of Health, PWD, Power and
other departments which were
handled by Health Minister
Satyendar Jain who has tested
positive for Covid-19.

Jain was admitted in Rajiv
Gandhi Super Speciality

Hospital early Tuesday after
running high fever and a sud-
den drop in oxygen level, his
test result came positive on
Wednesday evening after a
second test.

Meanwhile, Jain will
remain the cabinet minister
without any portfolio in the
Arvind Kejriwal government
until he recovers, he said,
adding, "The deputy chief min-

ister has been given the charge
of health, public works depart-
ment, power and other depart-
ments."

It may be recalled, on
Sunday, Jain attended a high-
level meeting on the corona sit-
uation in Delhi, chaired by
Union home minister Amit
Shah with Chief Minister
Arvind Kejriwal, Sisodia and
lieutenant Governor Anil Baijal.
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Lieutenant Governor Anil
Baijal has directed all offi-

cials concerned to prepare a
comprehensive roadmap to
closely monitor emerging situ-
ations by ramping up testing,
house to house survey in con-
tainment zones, aggressive con-
tact tracing and treatment.

“To increase testing capac-
ity, 169 Antigen Testing Center
(ATC) are being established in
Delhi for Rapid Antigen
Testing Procedure with 341
teams,” Baijal tweeted.

The direction came in the
meeting chaired by Baijal that
was attended by the Chief
Minister Arvind Kejriwal,
Deputy Chief Minister, minis-
ter (revenue), Chief Secretary,
Commissioner of Police,
Director (AIIMS) Randeep
Guleria and other senior offi-
cers.

Delhi Disaster
Management Authority
(DDMA) has approved rec-
ommendations of a high level
expert committee for fixing
Covid-19 testing rate in Delhi
at �2400 for all facilities

whether government or private.
“DDMA Members were

informed that the report pre-
pared by the committee con-
stituted under the
Chairmanship of Dr Vinod K
Paul, Member, NITI Aayog on
the directions of Hon’ble Union
Home Minister on the issue of
fixing the rates for the COVID
RT PCR Test, has been
received,” he said.

The DDMA approved rec-
ommendations of the High
Level Expert Committee for
fixing Covid testing rate at
�2400 for all facilities including
private and Government.

Baijal advised that the
health department should
ensure that the labs adhere to
quality and provide a robust

patient feedback and griev-
ance redressal system for the
users.

In the meeting, it was also
informed that ‘Antigen
Detection Tests’ (ADT) have
commenced with effect from
today at about 169 locations
with 341 teams, according to
the statement released by L-G
office.

“ICMR has already con-
ducted training for the con-
cerned health professionals.
During the ADT, all social
distancing norms will be
observed. The Medical teams at
the centers will ensure that all
Covid positive cases should be
followed up for treatment as
per the guidelines and protocol
issued by the ICMR,” it said.
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Delhi’s peak power demand
clocked 5,985 MW on

Wednesday night that is the
highest in the season till now.

A senior BSES official said
that because of the weather,
Delhi’s peak power demand
had been a bit muted since the
last few days but it has been
steadily increasing for the past
few days.

On their part, BRPL and
BYPL successfully met the peak
power demand of 2720MW
and 1341 MW respectively. Last
year, Delhi’s peak power demand
had clocked 7,409 MW. In
BRPL’s area, it was 3211 MW
and 1686 MW respectively.

The official further said
that after the end of lock-down
on May 17 and the easing of
restrictions, Delhi’s peak power
has started increasing and the
gap narrowed. Since easing of
restrictions on May 18, power
demand has increased by over
44 per cent.

“If we compare the peak
power demand of April 2020

with that of June 2020, Delhi’s
peak power demand has already
increased by over 78 per cent.
Peak power demand in April
was 3362 MW and in June
(June 15) 5,805 MW,” he said.

Since June 1this year, power
demand has increased by over
57 per cent.  It was 3,807 MW
on June 1.

The official said that ensur-
ing reliable supply in any season
is as much the function of prop-
er power arrangements as also
accurate demand forecast and
robust distribution network. On
all these aspects, BSES discoms
are fully geared to ensure ade-
quate power availability during
the summer months, he said.

Arrangements have been
firmed up by BSES discoms to
source adequate electricity to
meet the power demand of over
44 lakhs consumers, he said,
adding that these arrangements
include long term PPAs and
banking arrangements of up to
800 MW with other states.

In case of unforeseen con-
tingencies because of low gen-
eration and outages in power

plants, the discoms will purchase
short-term power from the
exchange, he said.

Meanwhile, Tata Power
Delhi Distribution (Tata Power-
DDL) successfully met the peak
power demand of 1,713 MW in
its areas on Thursday after-
noon, highest for this season,
without any network constraint
and power outage.

As per India Meteorological
Department (IMD), Delhi is wit-
nessing a severe heat wave with
temperatures in the range of 44-
46 degrees. The Department has
already declared a Red Alert in
the city so that the service
providers and the Government
agencies can plan things in
advance for the overall public
good. A senior Tata Power-
DDL official said that it has
made adequate arrangements of
power of up to 2,500 MW along
with contingency planning,
through long-term tie-ups, bilat-
eral imports and power banking
arrangements with other states
and upgraded network to ensure
regular supply in its area of dis-
tribution.
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The Gurugram district found
129 more Covid-19 positive

cases on Thursday. The situation
is alarming now as the tally has
zoomed up to 3,991.

One more patient infected
with coronavirus died on
Thursday in Gurugram. With
this, a total of 52 persons have
lost their lives in Gurugram city
and 48 of them died in the last
two weeks.

The figures of Covid active
patients are 1,775. A total of
2,164 have been cured and dis-
charged including 215 on
Thursday.

Meanwhile, in a meeting
organized by Union Home
Minister Amit Shah on
Thursday through video con-
ferencing on Covid-19. The
Union Health Secretary praised
the arrangements made in
Gurugram and said that
Gurugram's Covid Helpline is a
user friendly and the model of
isolation centre being created by
Resident welfare association
(RWA) for Covid infected

patients are exemplary.
According to officials in the

district administration, all
arrangements, be it isolation
facilities or sample testing and
admission of severely infected
patients have been ensured. No
corona infected patient will
have difficulty in getting treat-
ment, they added.

Claiming medical pre-
paredness to tackle the present
Covid-19 situation in the district
Gurugram, Deputy
Commissioner Amit Khatri said
that a provision of about 4000
beds and 350 ventilators in
both private and government
hospitals have been made.

Apart from these, another
1000 beds are being arranged, so
there will be no shortage of
treatment facilities for the
Covid-19 patients in the district.
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The Gurugram police has
arrested all the four

accused who had assaulted
and stabbed a manager and a
toll attendant at the Kherki
Daula toll plaza on Wednesday
night.

The culprits confessed
before the police that they had
attacked the victims for just �5.
The police have recovered a
knife and a car used in the
crime from their possession.

Those arrested have been
identified as Jitu aka Jatin,
Nikhil, Mohit and Deepak, all
residents of Ballabgarh in
Faridabad district. Nikhil and
Mohit were nabbed by the toll
staff on the spot while Jatin
and Deepak were arrested by
the city police on Thursday

from Gurugram and
Faridabad. A preliminary
probe suggests the accused
were drunk.

According to the police,
the incident occurred around
9 pm in lane number 14.
Officials at the plaza said the
commuters were travelling
from the direction of
Guruguram towards Manesar
in a Swift Dzire car.

“An argument broke out
between toll operator Sukhbir

and the four men in the car
over toll payment. While hand-
ing out the change to one of the
men, Sukhbir dropped a Rs 5
coin. The men in the car start-
ed abusing Sukhbir after which
he handed them another Rs 5
coin and asked them to leave
and not block the lane.

"In the meantime, one of
them came out with a knife
and attacked Sukhbir. His tar-
get was to stab him in the
stomach but Sukhbir defend-
ed himself but was injured
badly. When another staffer,
Pankaj, tired to intervene and
save Sukhbir, he was attacked
too. Both of them started
bleeding profusely and were
taken to a nearby hospital.
Sukhbir suffered two cut
wounds on his left arm," said
RS Bhati, project head at
Skylark, the toll operator.

“During questioning, the
above accused has admitted to
committing the incident. A
crime weapon and a car have
also been recovered from their
possession. The culprits were
produced before a local court
on Thursday which sent them
judicial custody,” said Preet Pal
Singh, ACP (crime).

An FIR has been registered
at the Kherki Daula toll plaza
against the culprits under rel-
evant sections of the Indian
Penal Code (IPC).

The entire incident was
captured in the CCTV cameras
installed on the toll plaza. “The
footage shows an argument
breaking out, although the stab-
bing has not been captured as
far as we can tell. However, we
are procuring the footage and
conducting further investiga-
tions in the matter,” he said.
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The Ministry of Railways
claimed to have success-

fully concluded the world’s
“largest” recruitment exercise
to fill up critical safety and
operational posts.

Railway Recruitment
Boards (RRBs) had invited
online applications for a total
64,371 combined vacancies of
Assistant Loco Pilots (ALPs)
and Technicians and received
a total of 47,45,176 applica-
tions, the Ministry said in a
statement.

“Panel of selected candi-
dates has been approved for
56,378 candidates (26,968
ALPs, 28,410 Technicians) out
of 64,371 vacancies (27,795
ALPs, 64,371 Technicians),” it
said, adding that appointment
letters have been issued to
40,420 candidates and training

of newly recruited 19,120 can-
didates will resume as soon as
Covid lock down related mea-
sures ease out.

Joining letters were issued
to candidates before lockdown
was announced but some can-

didates could not join due to
Corona outbreak and lock-
down, it said.

“All newly recruited
employees will be given
appointment in Railway as per
the due procedure in a phased

manner. The training of fresh
appointees is required because
Railway is an operational
department and safety of train
operations is paramount.” It
said.

The ministry further said
that training includes class
room training followed by field
training followed by testing of
the competence before deploy-
ment on working post. “Since
training is given batch wise
considering the capacity con-
straints of class room, hostel,
library, instructors, etc. It has to
be done in a phased manner by
optimum utilization of training
resources,” it added.

Indian Railways is formu-
lating a viable strategy to con-
duct massive examination of
1.25 crore applicants and
scheduling of all the processes
etc while observing all norms
in Covid-19 scenario.
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New Delhi: The national
Capital sweltered under the sti-
fling heat with the mercury
crossing the 46 degrees Celsius-
mark in some parts on
Thursday. 

The Safdarjung
Observatory, which provides
representative figures for the
city, recorded a maximum of
42.5 degrees Celsius, three
notches above normal. 

At 46.4 degrees Celsius, the
weather stations at Ayanagar
recorded the maximum tem-
perature in the city. 

The Pusa Observatory
recorded a high of 45.1 degrees
Celsius.  

Humidity levels oscillated
between 38 and 81 per cent in
the city.  

The MeT department has
predicted a partly cloudy sky on

Friday. The maximum and min-
imum temperatures are expect-
ed to settle at 43 degrees and 30
degrees Celsius, respectively.  

On Wednesday, the India
Meteorological Department
(IMD) said monsoon is likely to
reach the national capital three
to four days earlier than the
usual date of June 27.  

Kuldeep Srivastava, the
head of the regional forecasting
centre of the IMD, said a
cyclonic circulation over West
Bengal and the neighborhood
will move towards southwest
Uttar Pradesh by June 19 and
June 20.  "It will help in further
advancement of the monsoon in
western Uttar Pradesh, some
parts of Uttarakhand, northeast
Rajasthan and eastern Haryana
between June 22 and June 24,"
he said. PTI 

New Delhi: Four men were
arrested for allegedly stealing
27 mobile phones from the
vehicle of a courier delivery boy
in southeast Delhi's Badarpur
area, police said on Thursday.

The suspects have been
identified as Vikas Tiwari (21),
Mohit (20), Tarun (19) and
Rahul (22), and all four are res-
idents of Faridabad, they said.

The courier delivery boy,
Govinda, had lodged a com-
plaint in this regard at
Badarpur police station on
June 4, police said.

He told police that on June
2 at 12.30 pm, some unidenti-
fied persons stole a parcel con-
taining 27 mobile phones from

his vehicle parked near Mohan
Co-operative Estate, an official
said.

The package was stolen
from the three-wheeler when
he had gone to have lunch with
his colleague Tiwari, now a sus-
pect in the case, police said.

During investigation,
police apprehended Rahul on
Wednesday and recovered one
of the stolen mobile phones
from his possession, said
Deputy Commissioner of
Police (southeast) R P Meena.

Rahul told police that he,
along with Mohit and Tarun,
stole the mobile phones from
Govinda's three-wheeler, the
DCP said. PTI
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Having faced flak, the BJP
on Thursday cancelled

all its political programmes for
the coming two days as a mark
of tribute to the fallen soldiers
at the Galwan Valley. At the
same time, while it slammed
Congress leader Rahul Gandhi
for making irresponsible”
statements showing lack of
faith in the Indian Army, it
asserted that India should
reduce imports from other
countries, specifically from
China.

“The soldiers who died
while fighting for the country
in Ladakh’s Galwan valley will
be remembered forever.
Nation is indebted to them. I
pay my tribute to the soldiers.
BJP has decided to cancel all
its political programmes and
virtual rallies for two days”,
BJP president JP Nadda said
in a tweet.

BJP spokesperson Sambit
Patra described as “irrespon-

sible” Congress leader Rahul
Gandhi’s tweet asking why
Indian soldiers at the Galwan
valley in Ladakh were
unarmed, and accused him of
questioning Indian Army and
its professionalism.

“You are the most irre-
sponsible politician India has
ever seen” Patra said  adding
“impatient” Rahul should have
waited for the all-party meet-
ing which Prime Minister
Narandra Modi has called to
brief the Opposition about the
situation on India-China bor-
der on Friday.

Patra said that Rahul
should not use words like
“PM dara hua hai” (PM Modi
is scared) as he is  the
Constitutional head of the
Government and the Prime
Minister of everyone includ-
ing Rahul and Sonia Gandhi”.

He said Rahul should be
aware of the treaties and
agreements made during the
Congress regime. “You should
know about 1993, 1996, 2003

and 2013 agreements with
China and you should have
read that.”

“Today, I will read out
these agreements and will
make you realise about your
responsibilities. In 1996, this
agreement was signed when
Deve Gowda Ji was the Prime
Minister. I won’t read out the
whole document and I want
you to read it at home as your
homework. The agreement, in
brief, says, “Neither side shall
open fire, cause biodegrada-
tion, use hazardous chemicals,
conduct blast operations or
guns or explosives within two
kilometres from the Line of
Actual Control”. 

For his part, asserting that
India should reduce imports,
specifically from China, BJP
leader Ram Madhav empha-
sised that India has the poten-
tial to manufacture chemicals,
mobile phone parts and but-
tons.

“We import chemicals,
mobile phone parts and but-

tons. Are they so essential to
be imported? They can be
manufactured in India. We
should reduce imports from
other countries but specifi-
cally from China,” said Mr
Madhav while speaking to

news agency ANI.
The BJP leader further

said that if people want to
“boycott Chinese products”
then their sentiments are to be
respected.

His response comes in

the backdrop of the Galwan
valley clash in Ladakh which
claimed lives of at least 20
Indian Army personnel,
including a Colonel rank offi-
cer.

Commenting on the cur-

rent situation, Mr Madhav
said that the Government's
first priority is to guard the
frontiers with utmost alertness
and strength to ensure no
further violence and loss of
life takes place on the border.

“Our first priority is to
guard our border with utmost
alertness and strength and to
make sure that there is no fur-
ther violence and loss of life
on the border. We will also use
diplomatic channels”, he said.
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The Confederation of All
India Traders (CAIT) on

Thursday urged Bollywood
actors Amitabh Bachchan,
Aamir Khan, Deepike
Padukone, Katrina Kaif,
Akshay Kumar, Shilpa Shetty
and Madhuri Dixit, as well as
cricketers Mahendra Singh
Dhoni, Virat Kohli and Sachin
Tendulkar to join the campaign
to boycott Chinese products.

After India-China LAC
clash leading to martyrdom of

20 soldiers and anti Chinese
sentiments across India, the
CAIT has launched a nation-
wide campaign called
‘Bharatiya Saaman-Hamara
Abhiman’ to boycott Chinese
products, in which it has asked
celebrities from Bollywood
and sporting fraternities to
also join. 

In an open letter
addressed to Indian celebrities
released on Thursday, CAIT
has appealed to Bollywood
and sports stars endorsing
Chinese brands such as Aamir
Khan, Deepika Padukone,

Katrina Kaif, Virat Kohli &
others to stop endorsing
Chinese products.

The open letter of CAIT
further states that from the
information available in pub-
lic domain, traders of the
country particularly request
Aamir Khan, Sara Ali Khan,
Virat Kohli,  Deepika
Padukone, Katrina Kaif,
Badshah, Sidharth Malhotra,
Ranbir Kapoor, Ranveer
Singh, Salman Khan,
Ayushman Khurana, Shradha
Kapoor and all others who are
endorsing any Chinese prod-

uct to stop endorsing these
brands as a mark of respect
for Indian soldiers, and at the
same time invited them to
join the campaign of CAIT.

“We appeal Indian
celebrities to shake hands
with CAIT and exert their
influence on citizens to sup-
port the government and
Indian forces at this crucial
juncture with a motto of
"nation before self " and to
propagate the feeling of buy-
ing Indian goods. The nation
will always remember their
services rendered at this point

when the entire nation is
committed to give a strong
lesson to China," said CAIT
national president BC Bhartia
and secretary general Praveen
Khandelwal in an open letter.

The CAIT has set a target
of reducing imports from
China by a value of 13 billion
dollars i.e approximately
�1lakh crore by December
2021 with the cooperation of
traders & citizens of India.
Currently, the annual import
from China in India stands for
70 billion dollars or 5.25 lakh
crore of rupees.
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Prime Minister Narendra
Modi on Thursday urged

people to observe the sixth
International Day of Yoga on
June 21 from the confines of
their homes due to the Covid-
19 pandemic.

Noting that this year’s theme
is “Yoga at home” and “Yoga
with family”, he said due to the
pandemic, it has to be observed
indoors.

“I’m happy to note the
growing popularity of yoga in
the last few years, especially
among the youth. We are mark-
ing 6th Yoga Day in extraordi-
nary times,” he said in a video
message.

Though yoga day celebra-
tions are an occasion of mass
gatherings, due to extraordinary
times, this year people should
observe the day at their homes,
he said adding the pandemic
could have affected the mobili-
ty, but not enthusiasm

In the post Covid-19 era, the
focus on preventive healthcare
will get stronger and that is why
I am confident that yoga will
become even more popular, he
maintained.
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As the Centre works on the
implementation of its ambi-

tious ‘One Nation, One Ration
Card’, several States and Union
Territories like Arunachal
Pradesh, Meghalaya, Nagaland,
Uttarakhand, Jammu and
Kashmir, Ladakh and Andaman
and Nicobar on Thursday com-
plained that they are facing
slow internet connection and
poor mobile data for use of bio-
metric system-based point of
sales (POS) machines in all
ration shops as the main hurdle
for implementation of the
scheme.

Union Food Minister Ram
Vilas Paswan, who chaired the
review meeting, said that net-
work connectivity related chal-
lenges would be taken up with
Department of
Telecommunications to resolve
the matter at the earliest.

Arunachal Pradesh,
Meghalaya and West Bengal
indicated a tentative timeline for
complete implementation before
December 2020 while most of
the remaining states/UTs shared
their action plans and strategy to
complete this activity by the end
of September 2020.

So far, 20 States have joined
the Centre’s ‘One Nation One
Ration Card’ initiative, under
which eligible beneficiaries
would be able to avail their enti-
tled foodgrains under the
National Food Security Act
(NFSA) from any fair price
shop in the country using the
same ration card. Three more
States are expected to come on
board by August 1.

Meghalaya said the slow
Internet connectivity issue is a
major problem in implementa-
tion of ration card portability in
the State. Nagaland, which is
providing portability service in
75 ration shops at present,
expressed similar concern.
Chhattisgarh said it would be
difficult to cover 3,000 rations
shops located in Naxal-hit areas
in the State. 
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After much dilly-dallying
and following the Supreme

Court order, the Union Health
Ministry on Thursday directed
the States and the Union
Territories to ensure that the
salary of doctors and health
workers doing Covid-19 duty
is released on time.

The Ministry in its order
warned of strict action against
the defaulting hospitals and
authorities under the Disaster
Management Act read with
the Indian Penal Code if pay-
ment is not made as directed.

“A violation of this direc-
tive will be treated as an
offence under the Disaster
Management Act 2005 read
with the Indian Penal Code,”
said the order which comes a
day after Solicitor General
Tushar Mehta informed the
Supreme Court that an appro-
priate order in this regard
shall be issued by the Centre.

A three-judge SC bench
comprising Justices Ashok
Bhushan, Sanjay Kishan Kaul

and MR Shah passed an order
on Wednesday on Dr.Arushi
Jain's petition challenging the
Centre's new SOP for front-
line COVID-19 workers.

During the hearing, the
petitioner's counsel submitted
that doctors and health work-
ers are not receiving their
salary regularly. 

He argued that a direction
to the concerned authorities
is necessary so that frontline
workers are paid on time. 

The Apex court agreed
with this contention and list-
ed the matter for hearing
after 4 weeks.

“Hopeful ly,  now the

salaries will be released in
time. In Delhi, resident doc-
tors as well as senior doctors
of two MCD Hospitals have
not got their salaries for the
past three months. 

The issue was taken up in
the Delhi High court. It is a
very sad affair that frontline
healthcare workers are being
made to suffer for issues like
salary which is their rights,”
said Shivaji Dev Barman,
President of Federation of
Resident Doctors Association
(FORDA) which had been
taking up the issue of non-
payment of salary of doctors
on various platforms.
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Initiating a major reform in
the coal sector, which will

also give boost to many sectors
including power and steel and
usher in development in east-
ern and Central India, Prime
Minister Narendra Modi on
Thursday launched the auction
process of 41 coal blocks for
commercial mining.

Terming this move as a way
to become a self reliant coun-
try, Atmanirbhar Bharat, Modi
said that the Government has
set a target to gasify around
100-million-ton coal by 2030
and four projects have been
identified for this purpose with
around �20,000 crore of invest-
ment. 

The auctioning of 41 coal
mines is expected to garner �
33,000 crore of capital invest-
ment in the country over the
next five to seven years. The
process is likely to contribute �
20,000 crore in revenues annu-
ally to State Governments. 

The Prime Minister said
that these coal sector reforms
will make our eastern and cen-
tral India tribal belt pillars of
development. He added that

these areas have a big number
of “aspirational districts” and
have not been able to reach the
desired level of progress and
prosperity. He said that 16
aspirational districts in the
country have a huge stock of
coal but people of these areas
have not got adequate benefit

of this. People from these
places have to migrate to far-
flung cities for employment. 

The Prime Minister said
that the steps taken towards
commercial mining will be
very helpful to eastern and cen-
tral India by providing the
local population with employ-

ment near their homes. 
He said that the

Government has taken a deci-
sion to spend �50,000 crore on
creating infrastructure for coal
extraction and transportation,
which will also create employ-
ment opportunities. 

Speaking on the occasion
through video conferencing,
Modi said that India will over-
come the COVID -19 pan-
demic and the nation will turn
this crisis into an opportunity.

PM said, these reforms
will not only benefit the coal
sector but other sectors such as
Steel, Aluminium, Fertilizers
and Cement as well. It will also
help in increasing the power
generation.

and this auction process, 41
coal mines are on offer which
includes fully explored and
partially explored mines. These
include 4 coking coal mines
which are fully explored mines.
These coal mines are located in
states of Chhattisgarh,
Jharkhand, Madhya Pradesh,
Maharashtra and Odisha. The
auction process will be a two-
stage tender process with tech-
nical and financial bidding.
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Owing to current travel
restrictions in the times of

Covid-19, Inter-University
Centre for Astronomy and
Astrophysics (IUCAA), Pune is
organising a series of online
programmes to celebrate the
major astronomical event,
annular solar eclipse (ASE) on
coming Sunday.

“The ASE which is going
to be seen in some regions of
Northern India on June 21  is
a spectacle that everyone
should witness. At places other
than in the “annularity belt” we
can see a nice Partial Solar
Eclipse all over the country. 

“However, the current trav-
el restrictions due to COVID-
19 combined with various mis-
conceptions and pseudo-sci-
entific rumours, may make
most people, even enthusiasts,
miss this event. It is also pos-
sible that despite their interest
people may be disappointed by
cloudy skies,” said Samir
Dhurde, Scientific Officer
(Outreach), IUCAA a state-
ment from the IUCAA.

To reachout to such astron-
omy buff, the IUCAA’s scien-
tific public outreach pro-
gramme (SciPOP) will host
these events on their YouTube
c h a n n e l
https://www.youtube.com/user
/IUCAASciPOP

In Pune, the eclipse will
begin at 10:02 am and is
expected to reach its maximum
phase around 11:40 am. It will
end around 1:30 pm here.
Across India however, different
phases of it should be visible
anytime between 10 am and 2
pm depending on your longi-
tude.

To pass on such informa-
tion, to discuss the real facts
behind eclipses as well as to
inform people how to see the
eclipse safely IUCAA SciPOP
will host two-day two sessions
from June 18, said Dhurde.

On Sunday, the 21st June,
the live online session will
combine feeds from all over the
country and will host an array
of experts from IUCAA and
the scientific community on
the subject of Eclipses,
Astronomy and related careers
etc, said the IUCAA.

This major event is being
undertaken in collaboration
with The Public Outreach &
Education Committee of the
Astronomical Society of India
(ASI-POEC).

The combined efforts will
draw in experts from the
Indian Astronomy communi-
ty and may include Prof.
Somak Raychaudhury
(IUCAA), Prof. Dipankar
Bannerjee (ARIES), Dr.
Durgesh Tripathi (IUCAA)
etc, said the IUCAA.
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The Centre is considering a
proposal to increase the

minimum selling price (MSP)
of sugar from �31 per kg in
order to help millers clear
cane dues of about � 22,000
crore to farmers. 

The increase is also likely
because the Commission for
Agricultural Costs and Prices
has recommended raising the
fair and remunerative price
(FRP) of sugarcane by �10 a
quintal to �285 for 2020-21. A
task force constituted by Niti
Aayog on sugarcane and sugar
industry has recommended a
one-time increase of �2 per kg.

Union Food Secretary
Sudhanshu Pandey said on
Thursday that the measures
being taken by the
Government will ensure early
clearance of substantial cane
arrears to farmers.  “We 
have received views from
State Governments on the
matter. Even Niti Aayog has
recommended a hike. We are
looking into the matter. We
will take a balanced approach
in the interest  of  both 
farmers and consumers,”
P a n d e y
told reporters. But the official

did not say by how much the
MSP will be increased.      

Last  year,  the
Government increased the
price at which mills sell sugar
to bulk buyers by �2/kg to
�31/kg. 

The minimum selling
price of  sugar is  f ixed 
taking into account the com-
ponents of FRP and mini-
mum conversion cost of the
most efficient mills. 

As per the official data,
mills have to pay total �72,000
crore for sugarcane purchased
from farmers during the
2019-20 season (October-
September). Maximum has
been paid and the arrears
left are about �22,000 crore.   

Arrears comprise  pay-
ments to be made on the basis
of FRP fixed by the Centre,
and State Advisory Price
(SAP) determined by States.   

Of the �22,000 crore
arrears, about �17,683 crore is
based on the FRP rate,  
while the rest is based on SAP
rates.    Mil ls  have 
produced 27 
million tonnes of sugar so far
in the ongoing 2019-20 sea-
son, lower than 33.1 million
tonnes achieved last year, as
per the official data.

;���������������������

�������+# ��*�������

"
��+

�����*���#�
����<�����������)��=�����&������
�������
����
*����
���**���
�5��*
�����'>���?�*���
�����
�������
�����
�����@�*������
�'./
����
��
����������
������
�����������*���
�-����������������(�)���������������
)	�'�+�A��:&�)��������������
��?�:&�)�+�������+��*�����
�
)���������B�������
�@C������'����
����	#>'D�*��
�
����
����'�
���7>�#�-�,�' �,-
	
������
�������������(����������2E�,�' �,������
������������DEE�7>�#��
��
���  
����������

����
�����������*�F.��������������������

� "�����������	�
����
����������
������
������������
���������
�����
���	�	����	����*	��������������#����
����������#��	� �.�
������������
����
����������	���������F
#�����	����
�����
G
	������	������	�������������������
��������������#�����

�	�
#��
#����� �.��
�������6:�
#�����	����
�����
��	��������	��������
�����
����������������#��#���������
����
�����	���������4���
��	�����������
 ����#�����������
��#���
��������������������7���	�
�����
�������#�����	�

� 5����	��	���
����	������
��	����
#�	�����������������	
�����	���	��
������������������A������	�	����	
#������	

:�
���������������
�����������������
���
��������
��#����



	
��	��������������������� �������� !�"#"#

#	�������������
 � +.1��'*�

Situation in Tamil Nadu continued to
be critical even on Thursday as 2,141

persons tested positive for coronavirus
disease (Covid-19) and 49 patients
breathed their last taking the death toll
till date to 625.

A medical bulletin issued by the
Government of Tamil Nadu said the total
number of coronavirus cases in the State
has reached 52, 334 while there were  23,
065 active cases as on date.

As four districts including capital
Chennai were on a lockdown mode ( four
districts are being shut down from mid-
night of Friday till June 30) under the
Disaster Management Act, the State  has
made the testing of samples aggressive.
On Thursday, 26, 736 samples were test-
ed in 81 laboratories across Tamil Nadu,
said the bulletin.

The numbery of persons tested on
Thursday were 25, 719 while the num-
ber of persons tested till date reached 7.63
lakh. On Thursday, a total of 1,017
patients were discharged from the hos-
pitals across the State and this made the
number of patients who have been cured

to 28,641.
Out of the 49 persons who suc-

cumbed to the pandemic on Thursday, 42
had co-morbidities while seven had no
comorbid history. Six patients among the
dead were in the 30-49 age group, three
persons were in their 50s an the rest
belonged to the 60 to 90 age group.

Chennai remained in the top of the
league with highest number of covid-19
cases, 1,373. An interesting point to note
is that districts like Pudukottai,
Dharmapuri, Erode, Karur succeeded in
keeping the coronavirus at bay by tradi-
tional preventive measures.

“I am not in the field and I do not
know what the ground reality is. But the
medical bulletin confirms what The
Pioneer has reported earlier. Districts like
Pudukottai, Dharmapuri have been con-
sistently following methods advised by
our traditional physicians and native tech-
niques. And this has been found to be
quite successful. It is time we thought of
returning to traditional measures,” said
Dr C V Krishnaswamy, octogenarian dia-
betologist and physician who is a strong
proponent of the Indian system of med-
icine.
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As 97 persons tested positive for
coronavirus in Kerala on

Thursday, Chief Minister Pinarayi
Vijayan blamed the people and the
Central Government for the resur-
gence of the pandemic in the State.

He said out of the 97 persons 
tested positive on Thursday, 65 were
expatriates who returned to the State
and 29 were people from other places
in the country. Three persons got the
infection through contacts.

Addressing reporters as part of his
daily media briefing, the Chief
Minister said a young person breathed
his last on Thursday and it took the
fatalities till date to 21. He also said that
the number of hotspots in the State
stood at 108.

Vijayan blamed some of the West
Asian countries for the arrival of
Covid-19 patients to Kerala. “Most of
the West Asian countries do not have
proper testing facilities and that’s the
reason why the covid infected persons

reach Keraala. Countries like Saudi
Arabia, Kuwait, Bahrain, Oman etc do
not have coronavirus testing facilities,”
said the Chief Minister. He said the
State was not getting any help from the
Centre.

He offered to make Truenat Beta
Cov Test system available to these
countries in consultation with the
Indian embassies in the respective
countries so that expatriate Keralites
could get the tests held free of cost
before emplaning to Kerala.

Taking strong objection to the atti-
tude of the people in the State for their
scant disregard to norms prescribed by
the Government, Vijayan said it has
come to his notice that many persons
are blatantly violating orders to wear
face masks and maintain social dis-
tancing. “They think that Covid -19
has nothing to do with them. This is
a serious offence and I am certain that
a sense of complacency has set in the
State. I have been observing that the
use of soap and sanitizers to wash the
hands have come down,” said Vijayan.
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People of Bengal too
descended on the streets —

alongside political parties com-
peting hard to claim national-
istic credentials a year ahead of
the State polls — protesting in
large numbers against the
Chinese aggression in Ladakh
where the People’s Liberation
Army butchered 20 brave
Indian soldiers with medieval
brutality before being paid
back with interest on 
June 15.

In capital Kolkata people
came down on the roads
smashing Chinese products
and shouting slogans to boycott
that came from the dragon
country. At Manicktalla in
north Kolkata a spontaneous
crowd tended to surpass a
political gathering nearby rais-
ing slogans against President
Shi Jin Ping.

A furlong away two groups
of BJP and TMC supporters too
raised slogans against China
but in that bid desperately
tried to shout the other  party
down.

The group of people at
Manicktalla even drafted a let-
ter appealing to the Tollywood
artists not to endorse Chinese
products besides asking them
to pass a similar message to
their Bollywood counterparts.

At the colonial Territa
Bazar a hub of electronic goods
however the protesting mer-
chants were more realistic even
as they demanded immediate
replacement of the Chinese
goods with the ones of the
Indian make.

“We also want to sell India
items even for less profit. But
you have to replace the Chinese
goods in the first place. At pre-
sent there is no alternative for
the cheap Chinese electronic

items from chandeliers to a
stand lamp to a torch … so
what do we do now? We want
to stand by the nation but
how? We know that selling
Indian products will help India
grow. But where is the replace-
ment? At present we have no
other alternative. We too have
to take care of our families’
financial needs,” said a trader
who sold his items wearing a
black badge.

Away at Chinsurah in
Hooghly district a local TMC
MLA organized a gathering of
protesters who destroyed a
number of mobile phones and
appealed to the people not to
buy Chinese products.

Her party supremo and
Bengal Chief Minister Mamata
Banerjee is scheduled to join
the virtual all-party meeting
called by Prime Minister
Narendra Modi on Friday
evening.
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Kadukkaloor village in Tamil
Nadu’s Ramanathapuram

district on Thursday bade
farewell to its son K Palani, a
soldier of the Indian Army
who laid his life at the altar of
duty at Ladakh’s Galwan area.
Palani, a hawaldar, was among
the 20 Indian soldiers who
were martyred in an ambush by
the Peoples Liberation Army of
China.

The mortal remains of
Palani(40) was flown into
Madurai by a special Indian
Army aircraft accompanied by
officers and jawans of the Army.
The cavalcade of cars drove
straight to Kadukkaloor village
carrying the mortal remains of
Hawaldar Palani in a flower
bedecked vehicle. Officials from
the armed forces, the district

Collector, police personnel and
elected representatives paid
tributes and placed wreaths
before the casket carrying the
mortal remains of Palani.

The entire village turned up
in front of the residence of
Hawaldar Palani to have a last
glimpse of the martyr as the
parents, wife and children of the
soldier were uncontrollable in
their grief. The martyr was
accorded full military honours
with service personnel playing
Last Post as the casket con-
taining the mortal remains was
buried in his family compound.
Palani's son performed the last
rites.

The story of Palani has
become a local folklore and he
was an inspiration to the vil-
lagers, mainly small time farm-
ers and casual labourers. “It was
poverty and hunger at home
that made Palani join the armed

forces while he was just 18,” said
Kannan Karthikeyan, a local
youth. Karthikeyan said Palani
was  the lone breadwinner of
the family and saw to it that his
sister was married off, younger
brother educated and he built
a house of his own, brick by
brick. “Even as he was working
in the Army, he graduated
through distance education.
He encouraged his wife Vanathi
too continue her education and
she too graduated,” he said.

But what upset the vil-
lagers was Palani could not
spent even one night in his
newly built home, the house
warming of which was com-
pleted some months ago. “For
him duty was top priority. He
had told us that he would be
retiring from Army in another
two years and would come
back to settle down in the vil-
lage,” said a close relation.
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Ayodhya: The proposed
'Bhumi Pujan' programme of
Ram temple, scheduled to be
held on July 2, has been put
off in view of the escalation
of tension between India
and China.

In a statement issued by
the Shri Ram Janmabhoomi
Teerth Kshetra Trust, Secretary
Champat Rai, said that the
security of the nation was
supreme and the proposed
'bhumi pujan' was being put off
in view of the prevailing situ-
ation.

He said that a fresh date
would be announced after
keeping all aspects in mind.

UP Chief Minister Yogi
Adityanath also cancelled his
scheduled visit to Ayodhya on
Thursday. His office had earli-
er tweeted that the Chief
Minister would visit Ayodhya

on Thursday to oversee the
arrangements for the 'Bhumi
Pujan' programme.

The trust, meanwhile,
offered tributes to the army
personnel who had laid down
their lives in the Galwan Valley
and asked everyone to pray for
the martyrs from their homes.

The temple trust has also
launched its website -
https://srjbtkshetra.org/- with-
out any fanfare. The website
will give updates on temple
construction and related 
news. IANS
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In the wake of heightened tensions  between
India and China along the Line of Actual

Control (LAC) in eastern Ladakh sector, the
Director General of Jammu & Kashmir police
Dilbagh Singh has warned against fresh strikes
by Pakistan based terror outfits on vital secu-
rity installations in the region.

DGP also claimed Pakistan will try to infil-
trate more terrorists inside the Indian territo-
ry and also give impetus to violence in Kashmir
Valley and elsewhere. He said, “a large number
of terrorists are waiting across the different
launch pads for an opportunity to infiltrate
inside the Indian territory”.

DGP shared these observations while chair-
ing a high level security review meeting with
senior officers of the Indian Army, BSF, para-
military force and police officers from border
districts here in Jammu on Thursday.

IGP BSF Jammu frontier, N.S Jamwal gave
a powerpoint presentation with regard to
strengthening of border grid and briefed about

the security plans being made on LoC and
International border.

In his opening remarks DGP stressed, bor-
der areas alongside Pakistan need extra atten-
tion in view of the Ladakh developments. He
said, “there are reports that  Pakistan based ter-
rorist outfits  Jaish-e- Mohammad (JeM),
Hizbul Mujahideen (HM) and Lashkar-e- Toiba
(LeT) etc are joining hands to create mischiefs
in our Union Territory”.

He also said that there are greater challenges
for which we have to be prepared in the
changed environment. He directed the officers
to take care of the vital installations and also
review security of the minority population.

Referring to the importance of highway
security in the region, DGP said we have beefed
up highway security  by deploying in service
mobile patrols and increasing the security
checkpoints.

He said that our officers and jawans of
Police, CAPFs, Army are continuing with suc-
cessful operations in counter insurgency grid and
on borders. 
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With the gloom unleashed by coro-
navirus looming large over

Maharashtra, Chief Minister Uddhav
Thackeray on Thursday appealed to
various Ganesh Mandals in Mumbai and
other parts of the State to organise the 10-
day-long festivities in a simple and cau-
tious manner with people-friendly pro-
grammes.

Addressing the representatives of var-
ious Ganesh Mandals in the metropolis
and other parts of the state through video-
conferencing, the Chief Minister said:
“Like every year, we cannot celebrate the
festival this year, with pomp and gaiety.
The threat posed by Covid-19 is not over.
We can ill-afford to have crowds.  We can-
not take out processions. In the backdrop
of the coronavirus crisis, we will have to
take all kinds of precautions”.

“We should know our limits when we
celebrate the festival this year. We have

to keep in mind that under any circum-
stance, we will not give a go-by to our rich
traditions. At the same time, we should
be acutely conscious about the
Coronavirus-unleashed situation we are
living in. Hence, I  request you to organ-
ise the Ganesh festival this year in a sim-
ple manner with people friendly pro-
grammes,” Uddhav said.

Deputy Chief Minister Ajit Pawar,
Home Minister Anil Deshmukh,
Ministers of State for Home Satej Patil and
Shamburaj Desai, Mumbai Mayor Kishori
Pednekar were present at the meeting
held through video-conference.

Top bureaucrats, including State
Chief Secretary Ajoy Mehta, Director-
General of Police Subodh Jaiswal,
Mumbai Municipal Commissioner I. S.
Chahal, Mumbai Police Commissioner
Param Bir Singh, Maharashtra Pollution
Control Board representative E.
Ravindran were among those present at
the meeting.
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Two terrorists
were eliminat-

ed in two different
encounters in
Pampore and
Shopian by the
joint teams of
security forces on
Thursday. 

Till the time of filing the
report, the operations were
still going on in the area. 

According to Col Rajesh
Kalia, Defence PRO in
Srinagar, one terrorist was
eliminated by the joint teams
of security forces in Meej
area near Pampore in
Awantipora while another
terrorist entered a nearby
mosque to take refuge. 

Intermittent firing in
the area went on during the

day. The security forces had
cordoned off the entire area
to prevent terrorists hiding
in the area  from fleeing. 

The security forces were
taking all precautions to
prevent any collateral dam-
age in the area. 

In another operation,
one more terrorist was neu-
tralised by the security forces
in Munand-Bandpava area
of South Kashmir's Shopian
district.
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Mumbai Police Constable S
Kolekar became the toast

of the town on Thursday, as
people across Mumbai heaped
praise on him for saving the life
of a 14-day baby that had acci-
dentally swallowed a safety
pin.

A tweet put out by the
Mumbai police describing
Kolekar’s feat went viral, with
twitter users re-tweeting the
tweet many hundred times
over and going gaga over the
police constable’s circumspect
deed that saved the life of a 14-
day old infant.     

“When in doubt, find your
nearest cop! A 14 day old baby
was choking on a safety pin he
had accidentally swallowed.
PC S.Kolekar spotted the wor-
ried parents on the road &
rushed the kid to KEM using
his own vehicle, where the
child received timely treat-
ment,” read the tweet put out by
the Mumbai police.

The drama unfolded as
Kolekar – attached to the
Wadala Truck Terminal police
station -- noticed that the
infant was choking after swal-
lowing a safety pin.  

The infant was with the
parents who did not know

what to do at that
juncture.

Acting swiftly, the consta-
ble took the infant to the King
Edward Memorial (KEM)
Hosp*ital  in his motorcycle.
Kolekar’s act helped save the
infant.   

Within eleven hours after
the Mumbai police put out the
tweet in English and Marathi,
more than 900 people re-tweet-
ed the tweet and
nearly 7000 people liked the

tweet.
The tweet elicited scores of

comments.  “A big thank you to
this braveheart Policeman. I
salute him from my heart. We
are indeed proud of you
Maharashtra Police,” wrote one
twitter user.

“No doubt Mumbai police
is best....I take my pride to say
I live in a country and in a city
where we are protected by
Mumbai police.....,” another
person wrote.

“You guys are a team of
Gods...your service in all areas
cannot be done by any simple
person!!,” yet another
Mumbaikar tweeted.

“Great, Salute to Police.
Superb example of humanity,”
a twitter user said. Another
Mumbaikar wrote: “We proud
of you @MumbaiPolice”.
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In a shocking incident, two
close relatives of a Covid-

19 patient, who died late
Wednesday night, died
under mysterious circum-
stances while they were
attending cremation cere-
mony in Jammu on
Thursday.

The district adminis-
tration has ordered a mag-
isterial inquiry to ascertain
the circumstances leading to
the deaths of two persons.

According to the order
issued by the District
Magistrate, Jammu, “during
the cremation of a dead
body ( on account of Covid
related death) two persons
accompanying the body for
last rites,became uncon-
scious  and subsequently

passed away in mysterious
circumstances on Thursday.
Therefore, it is ordered that
the  Additional District
Magistrate (Law and order),
Jammu shall conduct  a
detailed inquiry to ascertain
the circumstances leading to
the deaths of two persons”.

“A special board of doc-
tors is constituted to conduct
Autopsy of the dead bodies.
Covid test  shall also be con-
ducted of both the bodies”,
the District Magistrate order
stated.

According to a close
relative of a Covid-19
patient, “four family mem-
bers along with the driver of
an ambulance were provid-
ed with PPE kits before
shifting the dead body of a
Covid 19 patient for per-
forming the last rites on
Thursday morning from the
mortuary of Government
Medical college

hospital,Jammu”.
He said, the district

administration officers along
with policemen shifted the
body on the outskirts of
Jammu near Sidhra. “On
reaching there, we were told
by the officers to shift the
body on the other side of the
Tawi river bed where they
had made arrangements to
perform the last rites of the
Covid 19 patient”. Due to
sultry weather conditions,
three out of four members
fell unconscious.

“The family member
claimed, the team of officers
and policemen were stand-
ing more than 200 metres
away from us. I raised hue
and cry and requested for
help but no one came for-
ward. They didn't even
offered water to these peo-
ple”. He said, i lifted one of
the relatives and shifted him
to GMC hospital in my per-

sonal car.  
Another person was

rushed to the hospital in an
ambulance while the third
person was lying there in the
Tawi river bed for about
seven hours. When the news
went viral on social media
platforms,  police teams
were rushed to the spot to
shift him to the hospital.
However, he too was
declared brought dead in the
GMC hospital.

Meanwhile, a total num-
ber of seven deaths were
reported in Jammu &
Kashmir and 149 fresh cases
of coronavirus were detect-
ed. According to the media
bulletin, 2 patients died in
Jammu and five in Kashmir
while 49 cases were detect-
ed in Jammu and 100 in
Kashmir. The total tally of
coronavirus cases Thursday
touched  5,555 with  2,340
active positive cases.
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In a small drop in fatalities but
a rise in positive cases, as

many as 100 people succumbed
to Covid-19 and 3,752 others
tested positive in various parts
of Maharashtra on Thursday.

With fresh deaths and new
positive cases, the total number
of deaths mounted to 5,751,
while the total infected cases
jumped to 1,20,504 in the State.

After taking into account
total 5,751 deaths reported so
far and 60,838 patients dis-
charged from various hospitals
ever since the outbreak of pan-
demic in the state, the state
health authorities pegged the
number of “active cases” in the
State at 53,901.

Of the 100 deaths,
Mjumbai accounted for 67
deaths, while there were 27
deaths in Bhiwandi, four deaths
in Thqane and one death in
Vasai-Virar and Nagpur.

Out of the 100 dead, 66
were men  while 34 were
women. Forty five of them
aged over 60 years, 46 were
from the age group 40 to 59
years and 9 were aged below 40
years. “Eighty four out of 114
patients (73.7%) had high-risk
co-morbidities such as dia-
betes, hypertension and heart
disease, “ a state health bulletin
said.

As many as  101 laborato-
ries --58 government-run  and
43 private ones --are func-
tioning for Covid-19 diagnosis
in the state currently. Out of
7,17,683  samples sent to lab-
oratories, 1,20,504 have tested
positive (16.93%) for Covid-19
until Thursday.

With 67 fresh deaths and
1298 new positive cases, the
total number of deaths in
Mumbai has gone up to 3311
while the total infected cases
have jumped to 62,875. The
authorities said that there were
27,700 “active cases” in the city.

While the recovery rate in
the state is 50.49 per cent, the
case fatality rate in the state:
4.77 per cent.  Currently,
5,81,650 people are in home
quarantine. There are 92,141
beds available in 2,203 quar-
antine institutions, while 26,740
people are in institutional quar-
antine currently.

On the growth rate of cases
and doubling time, the state
health bulletin said:  “The first
patient of Covid-19 was found
in the state on 9th March 2020.
In the period of about last 3
months, it is seen that the
growth rate of cases (weekly
average) is reducing and the
doubling time of patients is
increasing.

As statistics collated by the
State Health department, the
weekly average growth of the
pandemic spread stood on
March 31 at 12 per cent while
doubling time was 3.5.  On
April 30,   weekly average
growth of the pandemic spread
stood at 7 per cent while dou-
bling time was 10.2.

Similarly, the weekly aver-
age growth of the pandemic
spread stood on May 31 at 4 per
cent while doubling time was
20.1.  On June 16,  the weekly
average growth of the pan-
demic spread stood at 3 per
cent while doubling time was
25.9.
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Over the past few weeks, some
very disturbing reports have
been coming in from the
India-China border in Ladakh
where the tension between the

nuclear-armed neighbours has consistent-
ly been on the rise. Clashes have been
ratcheting up in the region ever since the
Chinese were reported to have moved into
the Indian side of the Line of Actual
Control (LAC). Even though the LAC in
the Galwan Valley was never disputed by
the two sides, the Chinese made an aggres-
sive move this time around. The disengage-
ment process has been underway since June
6 but on Wednesday, in what can be called
the worst ever violent face-off at the LAC
in over 45 years, at least 19 Indian jawans
and one commanding officer were killed.
Thankfully, a mutual agreement between
the two countries prevented the use of
firearms and bullets. Yet, the fracas was
brutal with Indian soldiers beaten to
death. As per reports, the Chinese side used
sticks, clubs, bats, bamboos and nails
during the fight and the Indian side, too,
retaliated. 

There have been no details regarding
the exact loss of life on the Chinese side
from either India or China but some
sources have predicted the number, one
that’s obtained from “sources.” The Chinese
assault on the Indian Army and its
advances towards the Indian territory are
deeply concerning and must be met with
stern action. The Government must make
the best use of all avenues at its disposal
— be it diplomatic or military. I speak for
everyone when I say that the Indian
Government has our complete support to
tackle the Chinese threat. However, what
this must not be taken to mean is blindly
cheering an approach that has not reaped
any benefits for India until now. The cur-
rent threat to our country stems not just
from the Chinese but must be seen in vary-
ing degrees, from other neighbours as well.
In these columns, I would like to put forth
some points of observation for the
Government, the media and us (the Indian
citizens) that can (personally) strengthen
India’s position. Though this may not be
favourable for the BJP. I have little regard
for “sensitivity” of any political party to
handle criticism when it comes to the
integrity of our borders. As it is, we have
suffered repeated attacks from our neigh-
bours both militarily (the case of China)
and diplomatically (the case of Nepal).
Nepal has passed a Constitution
Amendment Bill to update a map incor-
porating Indian territories. India, after all,
is not Modi and Modi is not India. 

So as to be better prepared to tackle
recent threats to our borders, we cannot do
without an effective Government. One of
the basic tenets of an effective Government
is one that unites its people in cause and
fortifies its approach by considering all

voices. On both counts, the rul-
ing Government has been
found wanting. India won’t be
able to fight its enemies if it
keeps making enemies its own
people.

Even as the country has
been fighting a pandemic that
has claimed thousands of lives,
the Indian Government has
only doubled down on its
approach by arresting dis-
senters under sedition charges
or under the Unlawful
Activities Prevention Act.
These dissenters are often
human rights activists such as
Sudha Bharadwaj, who may
have a view of India that is dif-
ferent from one as perceived by
the BJP. But since when has it
become anti-national to have
different views from the
Government in power? 

The BJP itself was a strong
Opposition party leading up to
2014, raising important ques-
tions. Did that make it anti-
national? Today, our country is
more divided and polarised
than ever. The BJP must realise
that an India divided is an India
weakened. The buck for any
failure on this count can only
lie with the Government that
has arrested journalists and
politicians, transferred bureau-
crats and criticised the judicia-
ry when any of these stakehold-
ers do not toe its position. 

Listening to differing voic-

es in Parliament has not been
a strong suit of the
Government either.
Parliamentarians, who repre-
sent the people of their con-
stituencies, are treated as ene-
mies of the State when ques-
tions are raised on behalf of
the very Indians they repre-
sent. Take the example of the
horrific attacks in Pulwama
last year. Can such a huge fail-
ure of intelligence and that of
the Government remain unex-
amined? How weak our coun-
try would be if we do not rec-
tify the failures that led to pre-
vious assaults on our sover-
eignty? However, the BJP
Government did not even dis-
cuss the shortcomings that
led to the death of our soldiers.
At the same time, it did not
hesitate to ask for votes on this
bloodshed.

India needs to take on
China at the global level as well
as fight it out along the borders.
This is possible only when the
Government is respected. How
a country treats its dissenters is
the clearest barometer of the
respect the Government com-
mands. If the BJP Government
has any doubts, it can just
look at China and Pakistan to
see how the international com-
munity views our neighbours. 

The Press has been espe-
cially disappointing. In no
small measure, it, too, has con-

tributed to this unfortunate
position. Prime Minister
Narendra Modi may be the
only head of a Government in
any democracy who has been
so afraid of giving a Press con-
ference and has failed to engage
himself during briefings. At a
time when we are faced with a
pandemic and there have been
serious assaults on our sover-
eignty, we have not seen the
Prime Minister taking ques-
tions in any Press conference or
briefing. 

Certain segments of the
media will have to take a bulk
of the blame. There has been no
concerted demand for this
minimum amount of account-
ability. The Prime Minister is
only guilty of taking advantage
of the wide berth the media has
afforded him. Even in the
China crisis, where it was
reported that Indian soldiers
have been clubbed to death,
certain news anchors were all
too hesitant. One said that the
Chinese attack has seen many
“Cassandras” stand up and
speak in glee. An ill-advised
reference as Cassandra (a fic-
tional character) was a prophet-
ess whose warnings went
unheeded. 

Another said that the
attack was not the Prime
Minister’s fault but that of the
Army. The same anchor, how-
ever, was in wholesome praise

of the Prime Minister when the
surgical strikes took place even
though it was the Army which
was at the forefront. However,
if suddenly growing a spine is
too much to ask for, maybe cer-
tain news channels can bene-
fit from not relying on
WhatsApp messages while
reporting the news. This seems
like journalism 101. 

Finally, we must examine
ourselves. While the BJP will
happily talk about banning
Chinese goods and food (read:
Ramdas Athawale, Union
Minister) and we will have
presidents of Resident Welfare
Associations speak in similar-
ly aggressive rhetoric, please
realise that the greatest service
we can do to our Government
is to make it one that we can
respect. 

Respect is earned by
Governments by being honest
and holding themselves
accountable. If they refuse to
hold themselves accountable,
then it is the citizen’s responsi-
bility to do so. If we manage to
achieve this much, we can
have as much Chinese food as
we want and save our televi-
sions and phones because we
will then have something the
Chinese do not: A responsible
democratic Government. 

(The writer is a former IPS
officer, a former MP and cur-
rently a member of the AAP)
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Sir — This refers to the editori-
al, “China provokes, again” (June
17). By now it is clear that India’s
foreign policy is in need of a com-
plete overhaul. The Prime
Minister’s policy of hugs and
hand-holding has failed to create
any impact. Instead of the pre-
dictable response of de-escalation,
diplomacy and secret compro-
mise, this time, New Delhi must
take a firm stand and demon-
strate that it is prepared for long-
drawn military tensions along the
border. The reason why China
has had an upper hand is not just
to do with the military power.
Economically, too, India is large-
ly interdependent on it.

Post the tensions at the border,
there has been a rising chorus to
invigorate domestic production so
as to end our dependence on
Chinese products. This is doable
provided local manufacturing is
beefed up. India needs to be self-
reliant. Localisation will also help
generate more jobs and increase
foreign exchange savings, too.
High time the Modi Government
undertakes structural reforms.

Yugal Kishore Sharma
Faridabad 
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Sir — This refers to the editori-
al, “China provokes, again” (June
17). The way things were build-
ing up since May 5, when a vio-
lent face-off happened at Pangong
Tso, an eyeball-to-eyeball con-
frontation in the Galwan Valley
was almost on the cards. Now we

have lost 20 of our soldiers in the
worst clash with China since
1967. This physical skirmish with
the People’s Liberation Army
(PLA) — in which the Chinese
outnumbered us — led to initial
casualties for us. Though we also
took revenge and Chinese soldiers
died, it is indeed a grave situation.
Arms can also come into the pic-
ture later. Now we all would

expect retaliation on both eco-
nomic and diplomatic fronts  but
before that, our Government will
have to take ownership as to why
we have been indulgent to many
Chinese intrusions in recent years
and why we did not take tough
measures earlier and allowed
things come to this.

Bal Govind 
Noida
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Sir — Sushant Singh Rajput was
one of the most promising actors
of his generation. It is difficult to
accept that he will no longer
grace the silver screen. He stood
apart from his contemporaries
with his cheerful personality and
infectious smile. In spite of achiev-
ing success, he remained humble
and true to his roots. Whatever
may have been the reason for his
suicide, authorities must conduct
a thorough investigation.

Tushar Anand
Patna
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Sir — Many people working in
the entertainment industry suffer
from immense stress and anxiety;
yet when they appear on our
screens, they do so with a smile.
People suffering from depression
must confide in a loved one or
consult a doctor which might help
ease their pain. 

Shivangi
Via email
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With the Nepalese Parliament approving
a new map through a constitutional
amendment to legalise Lipulekh,

Kalapani and Limpiyadhura as part of Nepal, the
Oli Government in Kathmandu has struck a
severe blow to India-Nepal ties. With the
President’s assent as the next step in the line,
Indo-Nepal ties are headed south. KP Sharma
Oli’s claim that Nepal would “get back the land
occupied by India” is inflammatory to say the
least. At best, the decision to change the map is
only nominal, bringing no geographic or sov-
ereignty gains for Nepal on the ground. At its
worst, it could prove to be an irreversible down-
ward spiral for Indo-Nepal ties.

Although the immediate trigger for this lat-
est irritant in ties has been a road that India inau-
gurated connecting the Lipulekh Pass, which
Nepal claims as its territory, there has been a
series of incidents affecting the relationship
between the two neighbours. On May 13,
Nepal deployed its Armed Police Force (APF)
near Kalapani at Chhangu, on the Nepalese side
of the border. Most recently, Nepali police
opened indiscriminate fire on Indians at the
India-Nepal border in Sitamarhi district in Bihar,
killing a farmer and injuring four others.  

The ongoing Lipulekh issue between India
and Nepal has created yet another imbroglio that
risks derailing bilateral relations. Only this time
the steps taken by Kathmandu seem irre-
versibly definitive.

Nepal’s new-found desire for assertion of its
sovereignty has to be seen in three broad con-
texts. First, the Oli Government’s domestic polit-
ical agenda thrives on an anti-India discourse.
As such, the constitutional amendment is a tool
being used by the Prime Minister to consolidate
his position within the Nepal Communist
Party. In this regard, a domestically unifying nar-
rative built on an external “national security”
threat is all he needs. 

Kathmandu’s growing confidence in China
to fill the strategic void, should ties with India
derail completely, is all too clear with Chinese
investment patterns in Nepal and its leadership’s
growing proximity with Beijing. Plus, Nepal’s
steps psychologically signal a strategic version
of the Napoleon Complex where a much small-
er nation seeks parity with a big power next door
through overly-aggressive political steps,
notwithstanding the deficit in its capabilities. 

An international confrontation purposeful-
ly stoked to fuel a domestic constituency seldom
pays dividends in inter-State relations. Such steps
may result in domestic political gains but these
do not last for more than one electoral cycle.
More importantly, the international ramifications
of such a step may be as unavoidably lasting in
character.  While the domestic consternation is
built up for a long-term gain, the international
fallout is almost immediate. In Nepal, a domes-
tically-charged politics focussed on an external
aggressor may incite domestic adrenaline and
translate into political consolidation but its
impact on inter-State relations could be irrepara-
ble. 

Anti-Indianism has proved beneficial to the
Nepali leadership in domestic elections but the
strategic gain that the current dispensation led
by Oli has sought to extract by criticising India
is more than any time in the past. With Nepal’s
assertions through a redrawn map and parlia-
mentary approval on the same, India’s counter-
assertions on the sovereignty issue and its “snub-

bing” of repeated requests for talks by
Kathmandu since the Kalapani issue,
both sides seem to have hardened their
positions. What is concerning is that the
bilateral relationship may be gradual-
ly sliding into an irreversible down-
grade.

Beside the aforementioned specif-
ically-pertinent contexts for Nepal’s
brinkmanship, there are two broader
contexts that find parallels elsewhere in
recent global events. On one hand,
hardening sovereignty for States —
from big to small — has become
almost in vogue. US President Donald
Trump’s “Mexican Wall”, China’s
renewed push around the “Nine-Dash-
Line” along with the ongoing assertions
across the Line of Actual Control
(LAC), Turkey’s reinforced position on
parts of Cyprus and so on have all
shown a similar trend in State-sover-
eignty relations. 

However, in most cases this rein-
forcement flows from a more powerful
country to the lesser one. Nepal seems
to have reversed that trend by eschew-
ing the diplomatic route to resolve a
border dispute with India. 

On the other hand, there are States,
particularly the US, led by Trump,
which have prioritised domestic needs
by pandering to the domestic electoral
constituency at the cost of external rela-
tions, even well-established ones like
trans-Atlantic ties or its non-NATO
allies like Japan and South Korea. 

Oli seems to have taken a leaf out
of Trump’s playbook. He has agreed to
risk years of a “special relationship” rid-
ing on an open border, free movement
of people, the Nepalese people’s right
to work, well-respected Gorkha
Regiments in the Indian Army and
inter-State marriages establishing the
much-revered “roti-beti (livelihood-
daughter)” relationship for domestic

political gains and perhaps an incite-
ment from China. The question that
emerges is whether Kathmandu’s steps
against Indo-Nepal relations are worth
the risk?

It is a different matter that to India,
which is the largest and most benign
neighbour sitting at the altar of great
power capabilities. Even a small recip-
rocal step in response to the decisions
of its smaller neighbours would seem
seeped in heavy-handedness. This
could very well be a miscalculation in
the Indian response to its neighbour-
hood policy. The sense of parity in rela-
tionship that smaller States of South
Asia today desire with their big neigh-
bour India has a calculated difference
vis-a-vis the uplift that they seek with
regard to China. 

This has to do with three critical
factors: Smaller States’ relative assess-
ment of India’s capabilities vis-a-vis
China; India’s non-muscular foreign
policy orientation which has its policy
of non-intervention and zero-threat
writ large on it; and most importantly
— as in the case of Nepal — China’s
ability to provide credible alternatives
to India in these States.

Both India and Nepal seem to have
hardened their stance on the issue of
claimed sovereignty. At such a juncture,
bilateral relationship, especially given
its inflexible traits, should be treated
pragmatically. Nostalgia in inter-State
relations is both good and bad. 

At a time when South Asian States,
from the Maldives and Sri Lanka to
Nepal and some would say even
Bhutan, have hardened their sovereign-
ty vis-a-vis India, New Delhi, should
not count on nostalgia to deal with steps
that have marked decisions from its
neighbours entrenched in realpolitik.
And, that might not be a bad idea.
Nostalgia in India-Nepal relations is

good but it has perhaps served its pur-
pose. Dragging it beyond its shelf-life
may produce results contrary to expec-
tations.

Perhaps, India is thinking of a reset
in its ties with Nepal too. India’s criti-
cism of Nepal’s move to bring out a new
map as “artificial enlargement of claims”
sets a clear path of a non-negotiable
bilateral relationship forward. It is
possible that New Delhi goes ahead
normally with its relationship with
Nepal and ignores Kathmandu’s deci-
sion. 

For India, this could require strate-
gic reconciling of its amour-propre as
the larger power of the two. This
could in turn depend on the next steps
by the Oli Government, especially on
matters that impinge on its relations
with India. 

Kathmandu’s tighter embrace of
Beijing could mean a further constrict-
ed road for Delhi-Kathmandu relations
— more so, if Nepal decides to involve
China in building border infrastructure
of any kind. A more directly confronta-
tional way for Nepal could be the inter-
nationalisation of the dispute by drag-
ging India to the International Court
of Justice. 

New Delhi should consider all
options going forward, as it is not with-
out precedent that India has been
dragged in a dispute by a smaller neigh-
bour to international arbitration. India
should watch out for any display of the
Napoleon Complex in Nepal’s State
behaviour, especially with China lurk-
ing in the background. Kathmandu’s
domestic pandering could very well be
complemented by an international
grandstanding backed by victimhood. 

(Mishra is deputy director, KIIPS,
Bhubaneswar and research fellow, ICWA
while Meena is Assistant Professor of
Political Science, PG DAV, BHU)
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The impact of the pandemic on
the economy has been acute and
the Reserve Bank of India’s

(RBI’s) Monetary Policy Committee
(MPC), led by Governor Shaktikanta
Das, recently said it was important to
take into account the weak growth
momentum. It pointed to the need for
prioritising growth in view of the less-
risky inflation outlook, while also
ensuring that financial conditions
remain benign when a recovery takes
place, in order to sustain confidence.

The future: Though the MPC

refrained from providing any forecast
on the Gross Domestic Product
(GDP) growth, members said they
expect the economy to contract in the
current fiscal year and noted that agri-
culture and allied activities have pro-
vided the only silver lining till now. 

Chief Economic Advisor
Krishnamurthy Subramanian also
spoke about the downside risk to the
economy and GDP contraction in the
first quarter (Q1) of the Financial Year
(FY) 21. He further said that this
would lead to a fiscal deficit of over
five per cent of the GDP in FY21. For
FY20, the fiscal deficit came in at 4.6
per cent of the GDP, compared with
the revised estimate of 3.8 per cent and
the Budget estimate of 3.3 per cent. It
had breached the 0.5 per cent escape
clause, which the Fiscal Responsibility
and Budget Management Act, 2003
(FRBM Act) allows.

A complex economy: Now, as
India begins to open up after a pro-

longed lockdown, hotels, restaurants
and other hospitality services and
shopping malls have been permitted
to open. The lockdown, however, will
continue in containment zones till
June 30. High-frequency data is
already showing a pick-up in activity
in the Indian economy and the easing
of the lockdown is a clear positive. But
actual recovery depends on the pos-
itive mindset of the people and their
purchasing power. India’s growth
story is basically a consumption-
based one. India has a multi-layered
economy with the rural-urban econ-
omy on one hand and the organised-
unorganised one on the other. This
makes the situation challenging for
anyone to come up with one simple
solution which would work. Hence,
solutions should also be multi-layered
and ones that can be woven into
another solution best suit the need of
the Indian economy.

The ground reality: Many peo-

ple have lost their jobs due to the lock-
down and many have experienced
salary cuts. This might lead to a struc-
tural change in business because we
might encounter a situation where
consumers start spending on essential
items only. Plus, even though malls
have opened, it will be a while before
people start thronging them because
of the need for social distancing. In
such a situation, the big gainers will
be the e-commerce firms. 

The guidelines for the much-
hyped collateral-free and  automatic
loans, too, are yet to reach bank
branches and MSMEs are literally
struggling to get their share. In this sit-
uation, interest and capital subsidy to
such loans could be provided by
States, too. We have seen all support
to businesses coming from the Central
Government but nothing from States.
When taxes are collected by States, it
is disheartening to see them shying
away from their responsibility to sup-

port regional businesses during a
crisis. If these conditions of job uncer-
tainty and low demand sustain, the
economy could enter a recessionary
cycle and people might end up defer-
ring all non-essential expenditure,
which would kill short to medium-
term recovery.

The way forward: The
Government should provide relief on
interest, late fee and penalty on both
Direct Taxes and Indirect Taxes. The
Goods and Services Tax Council
should waive any sort of late fee and
penalty and make provisions for
refunding the same. Waiver of inter-
est for the moratorium period will also
help the cash-starved middle class. 

The Government should under-
stand that recovery will not come in
the short term and, therefore, to
speed up the process, it should hike
capital expenditure and announce
some big projects. 

Alternatively, when the

Government can see that demand has
collapsed and growth in FY21 is
headed towards negative territory,
then instead of infusing more liquid-
ity by reducing repo rates, loans and
so on, the Government should start
taking fiscal measures. All the mea-
sures the Government has taken till
date are mostly on the supply side and
not the demand side. 

Before the pandemic struck the
world, India was facing an economic
slowdown and last year, too, the
actions taken by the Centre to reme-
dy the situation were on the supply
side, like reduction in corporate tax
rates, hoping for some investments
from positive cash flows and saving
from tax outlays.  

The Government should also
concentrate and channelise its efforts
in welcoming companies moving out
of China as India still continues to
enjoy the trust of foreign investors and
its banking system remains healthy.

But that might not be sufficient to
make the proposal lucrative. The
Government has announced the set-
ting up of a high-level Empowered
Group of Secretaries, to be chaired by
the Cabinet Secretary and a Project
Development Cell (PDC) in min-
istries/departments with a view to
attracting investments to the country.
This is the right way forward but work
should be done at a faster pace.

To deal with the current econom-
ic crisis, India must find the right bal-
ance between leaning towards a high
fiscal deficit and ensuring financial sta-
bility. In all likelihood, the
Government would come up with a
fresh round of stimulus package in the
short to medium-term. Only time will
tell how deeply negative the growth
will be. The economic situation is
bleak but there is a silver lining in
every crisis. We just need to find ours. 

(The writer is an author and GST
and economics specialist)
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President Donald Trump
“pleaded” with China’s Xi

Jinping during a 2019 summit
to help his reelection prospects,
according to a scathing new
book by former Trump adviser
John Bolton that accuses the
president of being driven by
political calculations when mak-
ing national security decisions.

The White House worked
furiously to block the book,
asking a federal court for an
emergency temporary restrain-
ing order on Wednesday
against its release. 

Bolton’s allegations that
Trump solicited Chinese help
for his reelection effort carried
echoes of Trump’s attempt to
get political help from Ukraine,
which led to his impeachment. 

“I am hard-pressed to iden-
tify any significant Trump deci-
sion during my tenure that
wasn’t driven by re-election cal-
culations,” Bolton wrote.

The 577-page book paints
an unvarnished portrait of
Trump and his administra-
tion, amounting to the most
vivid, first-person account yet
of how Trump conducts him-
self in office. Several other
former officials have written
books, but most have been flat-

tering about the president.
Other former officials have
indicated they were saving
their accounts of their time
working for Trump until after
he left office in order to speak
more candidly. The Associated
Press obtained a copy of
Bolton’s book in advance of its
release next week.

Bolton, Trump’s national
security adviser for a 17-month
period, called Trump’s attempt
to shift the June 2019 conver-
sation with Xi to the U.S. elec-
tion a stunning move, and
wrote that it was among innu-
merable conversations that he
found concerning. He added
that Congress should have
expanded the scope of its
impeachment inquiry to these
other incidents.

Deeply critical of the pres-
ident and much of his senior
team, Bolton wrote that
because staff had served him so
poorly, Trump “saw conspira-
cies behind rocks, and
remained stunningly unin-
formed on how to run the
White House, let alone the
huge federal government.” He
added that while he was at the
White House, Trump typical-
ly had only two intelligence
briefings a week “and in most
of those, he spoke at greater

length than the briefers, often
on matters completely unre-
lated to the subjects at hand.”

Trump was asked about the
book Wednesday on Fox News
Channel’s “Hannity.” He turned
to personal insults, calling
Bolton a “washed-up guy. I
gave him a chance.” 

He also took issue with
copies of the book being
released. “He broke the law.
Very simple. I mean, as much
as it’s going to be broken.”
Trump said. “It’s highly classi-
fied information and he did not
have approval.”

The book also includes
embarrassing claims that
Trump thought Finland was
part of Russia, didn’t know that
the United Kingdom was a
nuclear power and called
reporters “scumbags” who
should be “executed.” 

As for the meeting with the
Chinese president in Osaka,
Japan, Bolton wrote that Trump
told Xi that Democrats were
hostile to China.

“He then, stunningly,
turned the conversation to the
coming U.S. presidential elec-
tion, alluding to China’s eco-
nomic capability to affect the
ongoing campaigns, pleading
with Xi to ensure he’d win,”
Bolton said. “He stressed the
importance of farmers, and
increased Chinese purchases of
soybeans and wheat in the
electoral outcome.”

Bolton wrote that he would

print Trump’s exact words,
“but the government’s pre-
publication review process has
decided otherwise.”

The book, titled “The
Room Where It Happened: A
White House Memoir,” is set to
be released Tuesday by Simon
& Schuster. It has been the sub-
ject of a lengthy battle between
Bolton and the White House. 

The Justice Department
filed suit Tuesday in an effort
to delay publication of the
book, claiming it still con-
tained highly classified infor-
mation and that a required
review by the National Security
Council had not been con-
cluded. According to the filing,
a career official determined no
classified material remained
in April, but national security
adviser Robert O’Brien initiat-
ed a secondary review that
deemed additional informa-
tion to be classified. 

The White House’s con-
tention that so much of the
book was classified appeared to
be a tacit admission that many
of Bolton’s allegations were
accurate — as inaccurate infor-
mation could not be classified.

Bolton wrote that, due to
the review process, he made
“numerous changes to the
manuscript in order to obtain
clearance to publish, the vast
bulk of which, in my view, did
not change the facts set forth.”
He said in some cases he was
asked to add phrases like, “in

my view,” to make it clear he
was expressing his opinion
instead of relying on sensitive
information. In others, he was
asked to describe things more
generally. He was asked to
remove quotation marks near-
ly every time he recounts con-
versation between Trump and
foreign leaders and himself
and foreign leaders.

U.S. Trade Representative
Robert Lighthizer said
Wednesday that he attended a
meeting between Trump and
Xi at the Group of 20 nations
in Osaka, but he never heard
Trump pleading with Xi to buy
more agriculture products to
ensure he would win reelection.
Lighthizer spoke at a Senate
hearing on trade issues and was
asked about Bolton’s recollec-
tion of events.

“Absolutely untrue. Never
happened. I was there. I have
no recollection of that ever
happening. I don’t believe it’s
true. I don’t believe it ever hap-
pened,” Lighthizer said. “Would
I recollect something as crazy
as that? Of course, I would rec-
ollect it.”

Bolton wrote that he raised
some of his concerns about
Trump’s conversations with
foreign leaders with Attorney
General William Barr, and
flagged similar worries with
White House attorneys and
Secretary of State Mike
Pompeo. 

“The pattern looked like

obstruction of justice as a way
of life, which we couldn’t
accept,” he wrote.

Justice Department
spokeswoman Kerri Kupec
denied in a statement that Barr
had ever expressed that
Trump’s conversations with
foreign leaders were improper.

Trump continually pan-
dered to Xi, Bolton wrote. At a
White House Christmas dinner
in 2018, Bolton said Trump
asked why the U.S. was sanc-
tioning China over its treat-
ment of Uighurs. China sus-
pects Uighurs, who are pre-
dominantly Muslim and cul-
turally and ethnically distinct
from the majority Han Chinese
population, of harboring sep-
aratist tendencies. In recent
years, China has dramatically
escalated its campaign against
them by detaining more than
1 million people in intern-
ment camps and prisons, which
it calls vocational training cen-
ters.

“At the opening dinner of
the Osaka G-20 meeting, with
only interpreters present, Xi
explained to Trump why he
was basically building concen-
tration camps in Xinjiang,”
Bolton wrote. “According to
our interpreter, Trump said
that Xi should go ahead with
building the camps, which he
thought was exactly the right
thing to do. “

Bolton’s claim that Trump
was appealing to China to

assist his reelection effort
comes as the president’s
rhetoric toward the U.S. geopo-
litical rival has grown more
acerbic in response to the coro-
navirus pandemic. But it may
undercut the Trump reelection
campaign’s efforts, evidenced in
recent television ads and pub-
lic statements to paint pre-
sumptive Democratic nominee
Joe Biden as soft on China.

In the book, Bolton
describes every Trump decision
as being guided by concerns for
his own reelection, a claim that
evokes the scandal that sparked
Trump’s impeachment last year. 

The book alleges that
Trump directly tied providing
military aid to Ukraine to the
country’s willingness to con-
duct investigations into the
Bidens. In one conversation,
Trump said “he wasn’t in favor
of sending them anything until
all the Russia-investigation
materials related to Clinton and
Biden had been turned over,”
Bolton writes.

Trump’s decision to with-
hold military assistance to
Ukraine until it agreed to inves-
tigate Biden led the House to
charge Trump was abusing his
power. The aid was ultimately
released once the hold-up
became public. The GOP-con-
trolled Senate ultimately acquit-
ted the president on that count
and a count of obstructing
Congress’ investigation of the
incident.
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As the race intensifies for a vaccine
against the new coronavirus, rich

countries are rushing to place advance
orders for the inevitably limited supply to
guarantee their citizens get immunised
first — leaving significant questions
about whether developing countries will
get any vaccines in time to save lives
before the pandemic ends. 

Earlier this month, the United
Nations, the International Red Cross and
Red Crescent, and others said it was a
“moral imperative” that everyone have
access to a “people’s vaccine.” But such
grand declarations are unenforceable, and
without a detailed strategy, the allocation
of vaccines could be inequitable and
extremely messy, said health experts. 

“We have this beautiful picture of
everyone getting the vaccine, but there is no
road map on how to do it,” said Yuan Qiong
Hu, a senior legal and policy adviser at
Doctors Without Borders in Geneva. Few
measures have been taken to resolve
numerous problems for achieve fair distri-
bution, she said. In the past, Hu said, com-
panies have often applied for patents for
nearly every step of a vaccine’s development
and production: from the biological mate-
rial like cell lines used, to the preservative
needed to stretch vaccine doses and even
how the shots are administered. 

“We can’t afford to face these multi-
ple layers of private rights to create a ‘peo-
ple’s vaccine,’” she said.

Speaking at a vaccine summit earli-
er this month that addressed the thorny
issue of equitable distribution, Ghanaian
President Nana Akufo-Addo agreed.

“Only a people’s vaccine with equal-
ity and solidarity at its core can protect
all of humanity from the virus,” he said. 

At a summit with African leaders on
Wednesday, Chinese President Xi Jinping
said countries in Africa would be “among

the first to benefit” once a COVID-19 vac-
cine is developed and deployed in China,
but no deals were announced to back up
his promise.

Worldwide, about a dozen potential
COVID-19 vaccines are in early stages of
testing. While some could move into late-
stage testing later this year if all goes well,
it’s unlikely any would be licensed before
early next year at the earliest. Still,
numerous rich countries have already
ordered some of these experimental
shots and expect delivery even before they
are granted marketing approval. 

Britain and the U.S. have spent mil-
lions of dollars on various vaccine can-
didates, including one being developed by
Oxford University and manufactured by
AstraZeneca. In return, both countries are
expected to get priority treatment; the
British government declared that if the
vaccine proves effective, the first 30 mil-
lion doses would be earmarked for
Britons. Separately AstraZeneca signed an
agreement to make at least 300 million
doses available for the U.S., with the first
batches delivered as early as October. In
a briefing Tuesday, senior Trump admin-
istration officials said there will be a tiered
system to determine who in America is
offered the first vaccine doses. Tiers like-
ly would include groups most at risk of
severe disease and workers performing
essential services.

Last week, the European Union
moved to ensure its own supply. On
Saturday, AstraZeneca struck a deal with
a vaccines group forged by Germany,
France, Italy and the Netherlands to
secure 400 million doses by the end of the
year. Among several global efforts under-
way to try to ensure developing countries
don’t get left behind is an “advance mar-
ket commitment” from the vaccines
alliance GAVI, whose CEO has warned
countries about the dangers of vaccines
not being available globally.

SEOUL: South Korea said on
Thursday it hasn’t detected
any suspicious activities by
North Korea, a day after it
threatened with provocative
acts at the border in violation
of a 2018 agreement to reduce
tensions.

North Korea said it would
send troops to mothballed
inter-Korean cooperation sites
on its territory, rebuild guard
posts and restart military drills
at the northern side of the bor-
der with South Korea. Those
steps would nullify the 2018
deals that ban both Koreas
from taking any hostile acts
against each other.

Kim Jun-rak, a spokesman
at Seoul’s Joint Chiefs of Staff,
told reporters that there have
been no signs indicating North
Korea had started to carry out
its threats. He said South Korea
will maintain a firm military
readiness to deal with any sit-
uations. On Wednesday, South
Korea’s military warned North
Korea will face unspecified
consequences if it violates the
agreements. AP

����� "'*�1*

Taiwan will open a special
office next month to deal

with Hong Kongers wanting to
move to the island, including
those seeking sanctuary for
“political reasons”, the
Government said Thursday.

The announcement comes
after President Tsai Ing-wen
pledged last month a human-
itarian “action plan” for Hong
Kongers pushing for democra-
cy in the financial hub.

Tsai’s Government will
cover “necessary expenses” for
those who come to Taiwan
because their freedom and
safety are under threat, said
Chen Ming-tong, chairman of
the Mainland Affairs Council,
the island’s top China policy-
making body.

“In the past the NGOs
were basically doing that but
now the government will stand
up and finance the expense,”
Chen said.
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Iran test fired cruise missiles
in a naval exercise in the Gulf

of Oman and northern Indian
Ocean, state media reported on
Thursday.

The report by the official
IRNA news agency said the
missiles destroyed targets at a
distance of 280 kilometers (170
miles). It said the tests took
place during a naval drill by
Iran’s navy in the Gulf of Oman
and Indian Ocean.

IIRNA said the missiles’
range can be extended but
gave no details.

The news agency said two
kinds of missiles were fired,
without elaborating, and
broadcast images of projectiles
being launched from both a
truck and a ship, hitting a
buoyant target in the sea.
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When the coronavirus
flared in China’s capital

this week, Beijing canceled
flights, suspended reopenings
and described the situation as
“extremely grave.” 

But with cases rising in
some US states, local 
officials have balked at even
requiring people to 
wear masks.

In the United States, which
has the most confirmed cases
and deaths in the world,
authorities wrestled
Wednesday with balancing
demands for constitutional
rights and personal freedom
with warnings from health
officials that being lax will
have deadly consequences.

China responded to a new
outbreak in Beijing by scrap-
ping more than 60 per cent of
its flights to the capital, can-
celing classes and strengthen-
ing requirements for social
distancing.

It was a sharp retreat for
the nation that declared victo-
ry over COVID-19 in March.
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Europe grappled on
Thursday with local spikes

in coronavirus infections as the
continent’s lockdown restric-
tions eased, after hundreds of
cases were found at one meat-
packing plant in Germany and
Greece had to impose a total
seven-day lockdown on one
village. 

The developments came
even as a new outbreak in
Beijing saw a decline in daily
cases and Hong Kong
Disneyland reopened after a
major drop in infections in the
Chinese territory.

In western Germany, health
officials in Guetersloh on
Wednesday said the number of
n e w
Covid-19 cases linked to the
Toennies slaughterhouse in
Rheda-Wiedenbrueck had risen
to 657, a significant regional
spike for a country that has
recorded daily 
nationwide infections in the low
hundreds lately.

“It’s no coincidence that the
Toennies slaughterhouse has
become the next hotspot of
coronavirus infections,” said
Freddy Adjan, the deputy
chairman of the NGG union
that represents workers in the
food and drinks industry.

He said workers employed
by sub-contractors face “cata-
strophic working and living
conditions.”

Germany is widely consid-
ered to have handled the pan-
demic well. The infection rate
declined sharply after author-
ities imposed nationwide social
distancing rules in March and
the daily case increase has
averaged between 300-400 in
June. 

Germany has recorded
1,88,474 confirmed Covid-19
cases and 
8,844 deaths — about one-fifth
of Britain’s death toll.

Greek authorities on
Thursday imposed a full lock-
down on Echinos, which has a
population of around 3,000, in
the northeastern province of

Xanthi, after a spike in cases
and deaths, while the small
Balkan nation of Monetenegro
reported new infections after
weeks of having no positive
cases.. 

All residents of Echinos
were under curfew, allowed to
leave their homes only to buy
food or medication and only
while wearing masks, after 73
new coronavirus cases and
four deaths were registered in
the last week.

Greece has been widely
praised for managing to con-
tain its outbreak, with only 187
virus-related deaths and just
over 3,200 confirmed cases.

In neighbouring Turkey,
authorities made wearing
masks mandatory in three
major cities, including the
financial hub of Istanbul and
the capital of Ankara, following
an increase in confirmed cases
since many businesses were
allowed to reopen. 

In China, an outbreak
detected in a wholesale market
in the capital last week has
infected at least 158 people in
the country’s largest resur-
gence since the initial out-

break was brought under con-
trol in March. The city report-
ed 21 new cases of Covid-19 on
Thursday, down from 31 on
Wednesday. 

City officials said close
contacts of market workers, vis-
itors and other connections
were being traced to locate all
further cases as quickly as pos-
sible.

The United States, mean-
while, has been increasing pres-
sure on China’s leaders to reveal
what they know about the
pandemic. US Secretary of
State Mike Pompeo “stressed
the need for full transparency
and information sharing to
combat the ongoing Covid-19
pandemic and prevent future
outbreaks,” the US State
Department said about his
meeting with the Communist
Party’s top diplomat, Yang
Jiechi.

Pompeo has joined
President Donald Trump in
criticising China’s response to
the outbreak, including claim-
ing that the virus may have
emerged from a Chinese labo-
ratory in Wuhan.

China is also being called

on to relieve the virus’ financial
consequences in Africa. 

South Africa’s President
Cyril Ramaphosa addressed
Chinese leader Xi Jinping dur-
ing an online China-Africa
summit and reminded China
that African nations 
are seeking significant debt
relief as they battle the 
pandemic. 

African nations are holding
a high-level conference next
week on coronavirus vaccines
to “position ourselves 
to not be left behind” in access
to the drugs, John Nkengasong,
head of the Africa Centres for
Disease Control and
Prevention, said Thursday. 

He said the WHO chief
would attend the talks that
would also focus on “how we
can manufacture a vaccine
ourselves,” noting that several
countries, including Senegal,
Egypt and South Africa,
already have vaccine manufac-
turing capabilities.

Africa’s 54 nations have
been deeply concerned about
getting access to testing and
medical supplies amid intense
global competition. 
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Vice-President Mike Pence says the US
response to the coronavirus pandemic

is “a cause for celebration”, but a new poll
finds more than half of Americans calling it
fair or poor.

The Gallup and West Health survey out
Thursday found that 57% of US adults rated
the national response to COVID-19 as fair
or poor, particularly in light of the fact that
America has the world’s most expensive
health care system.

The numbers amount to a flashing
warning for President Donald Trump and his
White House team, eager to change the nar-
rative from projections that show a growing
number of US pandemic deaths to a story of
American resilience and economic revital-
ization that reinforces his reelection bid.

In a Wall Street Journal opinion article
published Wednesday, Pence castigated the
news media for focusing on rising COVID-
19 cases in states like Texas and Arizona.

“We’ve slowed the spread, we’ve cared for
the most vulnerable, we’ve saved lives, and
we’ve created a solid foundation for whatever
challenges we may face in the future,” wrote
Pence, who leads the White House coron-
avirus task force. 

“That’s a cause for celebration, not the
media’s fear mongering.” 
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Union Minister Nitin
Gadkari on Thursday

asked Indian companies to
boost their electric vehicle
technology and find alterna-
tives to lithium-ion batteries to
make India the largest manu-
facturing hub in the world for
electric vehicles. He said the
world is now no more inter-
ested in doing business with
China.

“I am confident that in five
years Indian will become the
number one hub for manufac-
turing electric buses, cars and
two-wheelers. There is also a
blessing in disguise that major-
ity of countries are not inter-
ested in dealing with China
anymore. So, now there is a
huge potential for India,”
Gadkari said.

He was talking at a webi-
nar, titled ‘India’s electric vehi-
cle roadmap post COVID-19’.
Gadkari’s push for making
India self-reliant in EV pro-
duction comes amid height-
ened tensions between India
and China following the bor-
der clash on the intervening
night of June 15-16 that left 20
Indian Army soldiers dead.

Gadkari said, with petro-
leum fuel being available in
limited quantity, the world has
to look for alternate and cheap
sources of power. He said,
electric and bio fuels stand a
good chance for adoption. He
also indicated towards the
ensuing vehicle scrapping pol-
icy, and commented that it will
give a fillip to auto manufac-
turing sector. The Minister
recalled the London model of
public transport, where private
and public investment is work-
ing well. He said, adopting
similar approach will be ben-
eficial for both the poor com-
muters and the civic adminis-
tration. He indicated towards
working on a pilot project for
developing an electric highway
on the upcoming Delhi-
Mumbai Green Corridor.

Gadkari expressed full con-
fidence in the capabilities of the
auto sector, and said, with con-
sistency and self confidence in
this economic crisis, it can

gather good market opportu-
nities. He also called upon the
industry to go in for indigeni-
sation and support Prime
Minister’s ‘AtmNirbhar Bharat
Abhiyan.’

More than 80 per cent of all
EVs produced globally comes
from China. The country also
has the largest reserves of lithi-
um in the world, thereby help-
ing it establish a near monop-
oly in the lithium ion cell mar-
ket. Lithion ion is the heart of
a modern-day EV, which stores
electricity that is used as fuel to
power vehicles.

Only in recent years did
India give up older generation
lead acid type batteries to shift
to lithium ion. Even though
most components going into an
EV are manufactured in India,
battery cells have to be import-
ed from China.

Leading electric vehicle
models such as Bajaj Chetak,
Mahindra Treo and Ather 450,
in addition to almost half a
dozen electric bus making
companies, rely on battery cells
imported from China. Mahesh
Babu, MD and CEO, Mahindra
Electric Mobility, said, “We
import only the battery cells
and everything else is made in
India by us.”

“It is time for Indian scien-
tists, innovators and startups to
find out Indian alternatives to
everything. We should not be
dependent on anybody. Any
scheme which will help us
become self-dependent, gov-
ernment can think about extend-
ing support to them. I am aware
that there are issues about lithi-
um ion batteries and other com-
ponents, but today startups are
working on different technolo-
gies. We have to look for imports
substitution, particularly for bat-
teries,” Gadkari stated.

Gadkari also mentioned
about a possibility of offering
income tax benefits for
research undertaken in this
field. “For the purpose of
research, every industry should
have a research wing. If you can
give me a proposal and if there
is any need for income tax con-
cession, we can work on it.
Every manufacturer should do
his own research,” he said.
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The Centre on Thursday
informed the Supreme

Court that the Department of
Telecommunications (DoT)
has decided to withdraw 96 per
cent of the �4 lakh crore
demand for AGR related dues
raised against non-telecom
PSUs like GAIL.

The top court also said that
private telecom companies
including Bharti Airtel,
Vodafone Idea must come out
with a “reasonable payment
plan” and asked them to file
their books of accounts for the
last 10 years.

It then fixed the AGR
(adjusted gross revenue) dues
case for further consideration
in the third week of July.
Telecom firms have to pay
AGR related dues along with
interest and penalty - an esti-
mated to be around � 1.6 lakh
crore.

A bench of Justices Arun
Mishra, S Abdul Nazeer and M
R Shah was informed by
Solicitor General Tushar Mehta
that the DoT has filed an affi-
davit explaining the reasons for
having raised the demand
against the PSUs.

He said the decision to now
withdraw 96 per cent of the

demand is taken keeping in
mind that these firms are not
on the business of providing
telecom services.

The top court had on June
11 slammed the DoT for rais-
ing the AGR related huge
demand from non-telecom
PSUs and had asked it to recon-
sider the move, saying that
using its earlier verdict on the
issue to do so was “totally
impermissible”.

Senior advocate Mukul
Rohatgi, appearing for
Vodafone Idea, said that it has
already paid Rs 7,000 crore to
the DoT, but presently keeping
in mind the “precarious” finan-

cial condition, it was not in a
position to furnish any bank
guarantee.

The “ship was barely afloat”
and the telecom firm was not
making profits for several quar-
ters, Rohatgi said, adding that
it already has �15,000 crore in
guarantees for spectrum licence
with the Government.

Senior advocate Abhishek
Manu Singhvi, appearing for
Bharti Airtel, said that the
company and the DoT will
have to decide on calculation of
dues.

DoT sought time from the
bench, hearing the matter
through video-conferencing,

to respond to the affidavits filed
by private telecom companies,
including Bharti Airtel and
Vodafone Idea Ltd, on payment
of their dues based on the
AGR.

During the hearing, the
bench asked about the securi-
ty and guarantees which can be
sought from telecom compa-
nies to ensure payment of the
dues. The bench observed that
during the ongoing COVID-19
pandemic, telecom is the sec-
tor which is making money and
they should deposit some
money as the Government
needs it to deal with the situa-
tion.

Besides asking the DoT to
reconsider the demands raised
against PSUs, the top court had
earlier also asked telecom firms
to file affidavit explaining the
time needed by them to clear
the remaining statutory dues
that arose from the court’s ver-
dict, which included non-tele-
com revenues in the definition
of AGR for calculating the
amount due to the
Government. T h e
bench had also asked the
Government about the guar-
antees that can be sought to
ensure telecom companies
abide by a time frame and pay-
ment schedule.
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About 1.5 million laid-off
workers applied for U.S.

unemployment benefits last
week, a historically high num-
ber, even as the economy
increasingly reopens and
employers bring some people
back to work. 

The latest figure from the
Labor Department marked the
11th straight weekly decline in
applications since they peaked
at nearly 7 million in March as
the coronavirus shut down
much of the economy and
caused tens of millions of lay-
offs. 

The decline was much
smaller, though, than in recent
weeks, falling just 58,000.
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Equity benchmarks notched
up robust gains on

Thursday as investors piled
into banking and finance stocks
despite weak global cues and
geopolitical volatility.

After starting on a tepid
note, the 30-share BSE Sensex
gained momentum in late-
afternoon trade to close at
34,208.05, up 700.13 points, or
2.09 per cent.

Similarly, the broader NSE
Nifty jumped 210.50 points, or
2.13 per cent, to 10,091.65. 

HDFC Bank, Reliance
Industries and HDFC account-
ed for over half of the Sensex’s
gains. 

In absolute terms, Bajaj
Finance was the top gainer in
the Sensex pack, climbing 5.46
per cent, followed by Kotak
Bank, Axis Bank, HDFC Bank,
SBI and PowerGrid. 

On the other hand,
ONGC, HUL, TCS, Bharti
Airtel, Sun Pharma and Maruti
were among the laggards, shed-
ding up to 0.71 per cent.
Traders said banking shares
witnessed a relief rally after the
Centre informed the Supreme
Court that the Department of

Telecommunications (DoT)
has decided to withdraw 96 per
cent of the �4 lakh crore
demand for AGR related dues
raised against non-telecom
PSUs like GAIL. 

However, DoT sought
time from the bench to respond
to the affidavits filed by private
telecom companies, including
Bharti Airtel and Vodafone
Idea, on payment of Adjusted
Gross Revenue (AGR) dues. 

Meanwhile, Indian and
Chinese militaries held Major
General-level dialogue on
Thursday for the third consec-
utive day on disengagement of
troops as well as restoration of
normalcy in Galwan Valley in
eastern Ladakh.

“In spite of negative glob-
al cues, Indian indices ended
the day positive with steady
gains. With the Supreme court
AGR ruling providing a respite
to the exposed banks, the relief
was visible in the banking
stocks especially those which
had exposure to the telecom
companies.

The banking index con-
tributed the most to the posi-
tivity and almost all compo-
nents of the index ended the
day positive.  

New Delhi: Reliance Industries
Ltd on Thursday said it has sold
a 2.32%  stake in its digital unit
to Saudi Arabia’s Public
Investment Fund for �11,367
crore, taking the cumulative
fund raising to about �1.16 lakh
crore in two months  Starting
with Facebook Inc on April 22,
Reliance has sold almost 25%
of equity in Jio Platforms - the
max reports suggest the com-
pany intends to dilute to finan-
cial investors. Investment by
Saudi sovereign wealth fund is
“at an equity value of �4.91 lakh
crore and an enterprise value of
�5.16 lakh crore”, the company
said in a statement.With this
investment, Jio Platforms has
raised �115,693.95 crore from
some of the leading global
investment powerhouses at a
time when the world is deeply
impacted by the coronavirus
pandemic, resulting in a reces-
sion kind of environment for
the global economy.
“With the addition of PIF’s

investment, Jio Platforms has
established partnerships with a
marquee set of global financial
investors, who will contribute
to establishing the Digital
Society vision for India,” the
statement said. PTI

Kolkata: He has vast experi-
ence in the areas of financial
policy, accounting, audit, bud-
get and procurement matters.

He has held previous
assignments ranging from
Regional Army Controller’s
Offices, Defence Pension
Functions, Pay and Allowances
functions of Other Ranks of
Army. 

He has also worked as
Integrated Financial Advisor to
Central Air Command and
South Western Air Command,
besides having worked in var-
ious field offices of Defence
Accounts Department. 

Before joining this office,
he was serving as Controller of
Finance at Ordnance Factory
Board, Kolkata.

New Delhi: Jute is the impor-
tant cash crop in eastern India
which supports livelihood of
about 5 million people of the
country and earn foreign
exchange of �2,500 crores
annually through export of
diversified jute products.  

During the jute growing sea-
son (Mar-Apr to May-June),
the crop faces weather hazards
like drought, waterlogging,
cyclone that had adverse effect
on yield and quality of jute.  

To overcome problems of
retting, the ICAR-Central

Research Institute for Jute
and Allied Fibres (CRIJAF),
Barrackpore has developed
an "in-situ retting tank based
farming system model" to
produce betterquality fibre,
said Dr GourangaKar, the
Director of the institute. 
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Union Minister Nitin
Gadkari on Thursday said

India should no longer depend
on China and instead focus on
research and innovation to
ramp up domestic manufac-
turing.    The Minister also said
the Government is working on
formulating a new policy for
import substitution. 

The remarks come in the
wake of border clashes between
the two nations in Ladakh. 

Addressing a webinar on
India’s electric vehicle roadmap
post COVID-19, the Minister
for Road Transport and
Highways and MSME said, “I

feel that it is time, which I
directly want to tell you because
I was not using those words, we
should not depend upon China
now.” He said even though
presently the prices of Chinese
goods are attractive and Indian
electric vehicle companies are
earning good profits by import-
ing parts, in the long-term, the
country should produce every-
thing locally.

“Without that, we don’t
have a good future. Otherwise
the Chinese, somewhere they
can give a reasonable conces-
sional rate at the starting point,
and when your industry will
achieve good production they
will charge more.
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How will the face of entertain-
ment look like in the post-

covid era? With masks, disinfec-
tant tunnels, sanitised seats, F&B
delivered to seats, intimate con-
certs of 50-100 music lovers and
more.

But here’s the good news,
India is gearing up to step out and
get back to its favourite entertain-
ment experience once the lock-
down lifts, reveals
BookMyShow’s Covid survey
report titled Back To Out-of-
Home Entertainment.

It is the outcome of a survey
conducted by an entertainment
destination, of over 4000 respon-
dents who are active
BookMyShow transactors. The
survey conducted in May 2020
spans respondents aged between
18-65 years from across 235
cities and towns in India. 70 per
cent of the responses came from
consumers in Hyderabad,
Mumbai, Bengaluru, NCR,
Chennai, Pune, Kolkata,
Ahmedabad, Vijayawada and
Kochi. 49 per cent consumers
who responded were aged
between 25-34 years.
Respondents chose seat sanitisa-
tion and disinfectant tunnels as
top two measures for a safe

entertainment experience.
Some of its key findings

show that 54 per cent of enter-
tainment lovers are eager to get
to theatres within 15-90 days of
the lockdown lifting while the
rest would prefer to step out after
90 days. 98 per cent Indians
expect cinemas to implement
strict safety and hygiene mea-
sures to ensure a safe film watch-
ing experience. 

South India misses its enter-
tainment the most, with 56 per
cent of respondents from the
region eager to catch their
favourite film and/or concert
post the lockdown.

For live entertainment expe-
riences, 40 per cent Indians
would prefer attending a music
concert in smaller groups of 50-
100. Drive-in concerts, intimate
tables for two to four people are
some of the factors that con-
sumers would prefer the most,
while attending their favourite
events.

A contactless entertainment
experience is what Indians want all
the way. 85 per cent of consumers
surveyed prefer purchasing their
tickets online with the M-ticket
and e-ticket options for a contact-
less entertainment experience.

Nobody could have ever pre-
dicted that such a month of

April would exist in our lifetime
because life itself came to a shud-
dering halt. Travelling on the
roads of India’s major urban
metropolises seemed like dri-
ving through the sets of a zombie
film. At one time, while driving
on the India Gate C-Hexagon,
mine was the only car on the road.
A fact that might seem incredible
even if it was in the wee hours of
the morning, felt much more so
during the middle of an ostensi-
bly working day. Things have
improved since then, for the
overall economy and the automo-
tive industry, in the month of
May, as dealerships and work-
shops started opening. First in
upcountry areas and later on in
major urban areas as well, sales of
new vehicles have restarted. After
the historic zero sales figure of
April for the entire industry,
retail sales in May touched 59,000
vehicles, approximately a tenth of
normal. 

We spoke with Shashank
Srivastava of Maruti-Suzuki to
gain some insights into the open-
ing up.

�How is the country’s largest
carmaker, Maruti-Suzuki coping
with the lockdown, the reduced
sales and its aftermath?

The process of opening up
began on May 5, and out of our
3087 outlets across India over
2,800 are operating now. In May,
we sold over 30,000 vehicles and
had a marketshare above half the
market. We have seen similar
trends in bookings as well. But
that said, I would be hesitant to
read too much into the current
situation. It will still take a few
months to assess realistic demand
as well as for all manufacturers to
ramp up production in a post-
Covid environment.

�Why is it too early to read into
trends?

There are lots of uncertain
factors, much like the virus itself
was at the outset. If tomorrow we
discover a miracle vaccine for
COVID-19, things could change
dramatically. Keep in mind that
the discretionary purchases of
customers will be impacted by the
lockdown and a vehicle is for a
majority of customers, a discre-
tionary purchase. April and May
were washouts and right now
there are varying projections in
the market looking forward, so I
would adopt a wait and watch
viewpoint.

�So there are no trends as such

we can see in Mid-June?
No, there are some behav-

ioural trends, some of which we
have learnt from experience of
other economic slowdowns. The
first is that customers tend to
gravitate towards major brands,
they will buy products that they
know will work, they become very
conservative. In this respect,
Maruti-Suzuki does gain. The
other trend, again from experi-
ence, is that when income levels
are stressed, people tend to down-
grade the type of car they buy,
instead of a compact-sedan they
could look at a hatchback.
Another trend that I expect to see
is an increase of first-time buyers
because of the issues with public
transportation across the country.
However, at the same time, as I
indicated earlier, discretionary
purchases will get impacted which
means that car replacement pur-
chases will come down this year.
This is despite there being a
strong demand for second-hand
cars.

�What about institutional and
commercial sales?

I would presume that govern-
ment purchases will be down in
the coming months but for many
corporate purchases there are
prescribed cycles of vehicle
replacement which I believe will
continue. 

�Of course, in such times,
Maruti-Suzuki will also cut back
spends, marketing usually is
the first department to be hit.
Will that be the case again?

Well, there will certainly be
downward pressure on the mar-
keting department, but do not
assume that there is no need to
spend on marketing. Of course,
we would like to maximise our
returns from those investments,
be it brand activity or demand
creation. But there will be spends
both on digital media reaching
out to particular individuals and
in traditional media for reach and
frequency.

This Father’s Day may not be the
same as every other year but who
said that you cannot honour one

of the most unconditional relationships
there is? Since stepping out and celebrat-
ing the day at his favourite restaurant or
pampering him with special gifts might
not seem to be a viable option, why not
gift him an indoor experience that he
would remember for all time?

A VIRTUAL TOUR
While travelling — one of the best

ways to bond with the family — is on
the backburner due to the pandemic,
technology brings at your doorstep the
tools to explore, dream and plan the
next, much-awaited vacation. “Visit
favourite galleries worldwide as they
now allow you access virtually and for
free. With hundreds to choose from, the
full list of the attractions can be viewed.
Locate your father’s favourite city and
explore,” shares Ashish Jain, CEO and
director, Von Wellx Germany.

Let him hop on to the “armchair
travel” wagon, grab a comfortable spot,
a cup of coffee and have the screen
transport him across continents in a
mere matter of minutes. South Africa
tourism is offering the Mzansi experi-
ence. It lets travel aficionados explore
some of South Africa’s top natural
attractions with 360-degree imagery
from the comfort of their homes. The
Street View allows you to watch the
waves break at Sandy Bay, contemplate
nature’s wonder and complexity as you
watch the clear blue sky reflect in the
water at Clifton Beach. You can go para-
sailing at the Sunset Beach or just take
a leisurely walk along Durban’s Golden
Mile. Those hoping to explore South
African wildlife can simply click on
Kruger National Park, one of Africa’s
largest game reserves, and catch a
glimpse of rhinoceros grazing the plains,
zebras frolicking around, giraffes stick-
ing their necks out to reach higher
branches or a herd of buffaloes charg-
ing against the wind. While giving you

a taste of these vast plains, the Mzansi
experience will leave you with a deep-
er admiration for South Africa and the
continent and will inspire you to trav-
el sustainably and in harmony with
nature in the days to come.

A GIFT OF HEALTH
In their enthusiasm to provide us

with the best, fathers often neglect their
own health. Since both Father’s Day and
International Yoga Day are coinciding
this time, what better than the gift of
health? “As the global health crisis has
welcomed the new normal, virtual cel-
ebrations have become the norm. So gift
your father a virtual yoga session.
Celebrate the day by doing partner yoga
together. If you are keen to go outdoors
for yoga, ensure that you take all the
necessary precautions,” shares Dr
Prabha Ranjan Sinha, Consultant,
Internal Medicine, Aakash Healthcare
and Super Specialty Hospital.

Dr Babina NM, Joint Chief Medical
Officer, Jindal Naturecure Institute,
says, “Celebrations this year will be
home-bound. One can kick start the day

with some basic yoga asanas with
daddy dearest. Roll out a mat and try
asanas such as Tadasana (Mountain
Pose), Uttanasana (Standing Forward
Bend),  Vriksasana (Tree Pose),
Veerbhadrasana (Warrior Pose) and
Utkatasana (Chair Pose). They are easy
to perform and strengthen your mind
and body.”

A father’s hard work, selflessness
and perseverance certainly deserve a
thoughtful gift. “Why not insure his
health with a comprehensive health
insurance plan so that he always has
worry-free access to quality healthcare?”
asks Ashutosh Shrotriya, Head-Product
and Business Process, Religare Health
Insurance. “Select a plan that offers a
wide-range of benefits from in-patient
hospitalisation to pre and post-hospital-
isation. Some plans also offer coverage
for alternative treatments and annual
health check-up with the option of
unlimited automatic recharge of sum
insured. Not just this, buying a health
insurance policy in the present situation
is convenient since some insurers do not
make it mandatory to undergo a pre-

policy medical check-up and offers
coverage via telephonic underwriting
process,” he adds.

A TASTE FROM THE PAST
Does your dad remember a

favourite childhood restaurant or meal?
Well, why not recreate it? Sharing this
sentimental meal will be a special way
for him to share his stories from his past
with you. Get some tips from your
grandmother about his favourite child-
hood dishes. Put on your chef ’s hat and
surprise him with breakfast in bed or a
special candle-lit dinner. “Plan a barbe-
cue with him. Helping your father with
the barbecue is sure to bring a smile on
his face,” shares Tabby Bhatia, Director,
Voganow.

Try whipping up a gulkand ice-
cream. Gulkand, made
up of roses, acts
as a coolant,
which when
mixed with
the vanilla
ice-cream, not
only changes
the taste but the
texture of the dessert
and is a perfect sur-
prise for summers.
Executive Corporate Chef
Arvind Rai at The Ashok,
New Delhi, shares his recipe:

Ingredients
Vanilla ice-cream: 55 ml
Gulkand: 15 gm
Roohafza: 5 ml
Method

Mix all the ingredients together and
keep in refrigerator for five to six
hours. When set, scoop out and serve
well garnished.

SCAVENGER HUNT
Create a treasure hunt and give him

clues to help find his special Father’s Day
gift or which leads to the decorated and
candle-lit dinner table, which you had
set for him.

RAISE A TOAST
The occasion definitely calls for rais-

ing a toast to your best man. As a good
whisky is a fixture on every dad’s bar,
make sure the one you gift him counts.
If he relishes luxury, then your best bet
would be the uniquely rich and multi-
layered blend of Chivas 18YO. If he
enjoys his whisky smooth like the Irish,
then the triple distilled Jameson
Caskmates would instantly light up his
eyes.

STILL A KID AT HEART? PLAY
INDOOR GAMES

Make a puzzle of a childhood photo
or a map of the town where your father

grew up for a personalised
gift. Not only will he
appreciate the thought-

ful gift but also
cherish the

time spent
c o mp l e t i n g
the puzzle. At

the same time,
as Tabby Bhatia

suggests, you can
buy several classic

board games that your
dad enjoyed playing when

he was a child and celebrate
the day with a throwback

game night. “You can hold a pub
quiz with him, taking charge and

fulfilling the role of quiz master, of
course, allowing him to reel off his dad
jokes and flair for general knowledge,”
adds Ashish Jain. 

GIFT HIM AN 
EXPERIENCE
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Menopause is when a
woman stops menstruat-
ing or having her period.

Periods usually start to become
irregular or less frequent over a few
months or years before they stop
altogether. It usually happens
between the age of 45 and 55 but
it can also develop before or after
this age range.

Some symptoms of menopause
are hot flashes, night sweats, poor
concentration, vaginal dryness,
anxiety, mood swings, etc. It is a
time for women, which can be
extremely tiring, and cause major
changes in her moods and overall
health. The hormonal changes
that cause symptoms like hot flash-
es and night sweats can also affect
your mood and energy levels,
leading to menopausal fatigue. 

Maintaining a healthy diet and
getting regular exercise can help
women feel better and boost their
health in the long term.  There are
short-term and long-term medical
problems associated with the

menopause. Because let’s admit,
most of us have got a poor diet or
hardly pay attention to the minor
but important details. And this is
a big one. And it might not neces-
sarily be the fact that you’re eating
all the wrong things but we’re busy
people in this day and age. We can

be eating on the run. You might
have to just grab a quick sandwich
during the lunch time or evening.
Many of us try to go on diets dur-
ing the menopause period because
we’re putting weight on and if you
don’t eat enough in the menopause,
that is going to make you tired and

give you fatigue. So here are some
pointers to note: 

�!�� C ���
The first and foremost is to

avoid smoking, drinking, con-
suming spicy foods, chocolates,
and fizzy drinks as it may help with
the menopausal symptoms.
Consumption of soya can help with
menopausal symptoms as soya
contain Isoflavones, which mimic
the action of oestrogen.

An important tip: Make sure
you’re eating enough but look at
what you’re eating. If you get
those blood sugar spikes after eat-
ing things like high-sugar or high-
salt foods or you’re drinking a lot
of caffeine, then that can cause
fatigue as well. And remember,
water!

���+C ���
In the long-term, recurring

symptoms of menopause can cause

Osteoporosis and cardiovascular
issues. Establishing good sleeping
habits and getting plenty of rest are
a must.

Experts highly suggest doing
Kegel exercises to strengthen the
pelvic floor. Another exercises
include that of breathing and med-
itation, as they help to relax the
body and mind.

Diet for bone health is equally
important to help maintain bone
strength and density. To prevent
Osteoporosis, one should eat meals
rich in Calcium, vitamin D and
Magnesium. Here are some must to
consume ingredients.

Calcium
�Dairy products, such as milk,
yogurt or cheese (go for the lower
fat options)
�Green leafy vegetables such as
watercress and kale
�Sesame seeds
�Dried figs
�Fish (that is eaten with bones such
as sardines)

Vitamin D
�Oily fish
�Eggs

Magnesium
�Green leafy vegetables such as
spinach and kale
�Fruits such as figs, avocado,
banana and raspberries are great
sources of magnesium
�Nuts and seeds
�Legumes like black beans, chick-
peas and kidney beans
�Vegetables like peas, broccoli,
cabbage, green beans, artichokes,
asparagus, Brussels, sprouts
�Seafood like salmon, mackerel,
tuna are also good sources of
Omega 3 
�Wholegrains such as brown rice
and oats
�Dark chocolate helps in combat-
ing stress and mood swings
�Berries. They are not only a great
source of natural sweetness but they
help fight fat, reduce inflammation
and reduce heart disease risk.

Improving heart health and
nutritional deficiency 

Poor diet is highly linked to
nutritional deficiencies and make
you feel tired all the time. And even
if might think that you’re taking a
good diet and yet, feeling fatigue.
You really need your body to
cope.
�Cut down on saturated fat and
replace with unsaturated fats
�Use olive oil instead of butter and
fat in food
�Reduce high salt intake
�Including high-fibre and whole-
grain foods in diet, such as whole-
grain breakfast cereals, whole
wheat pasta and pulses (lentils and
beans). Fruit and vegetables are
good fibre providers, too.

(The author is VP at Vitabiotics
Ltd, Fitness & Nutrition Expert.)

Momos. The very term might
make your tastebuds water,

remind you of a nook opposite your
college or your residence street, where
some good memories were made,
with tears in eyes — nothing emotion-
al here, just the red chilli hot peppers
in the momo chutney!

While right now, heading out to
grab a plate of momos might seem a
little non-viable, maybe impossible,
why not try making them at home?
And since home means good health,
why not give the otherwise
‘unhealthy’-labelled snack a healthi-
er twist? Also, looking at the current
scenario, consciousness about hygiene
has been growing and in these times
of Coronavirus, ordering outside
food could be sometimes, next to
ordering trouble. So here are some tips
as to how to go about it as well as some
Himalayan delicacies for the food
lovers with a range of momos and
other traditional delicacies from Tibet,
Bhutan, Sikkim, Nepal and Ladakh. 

Vegan
� Nut-free
� Soy-free
� With exotic vegetables filling of
beetroot, spinach, corn and mush-
rooms

Gluten-free
� Potato starch dumplings for guilt-
free cravings
� In crystal chicken, spicy shrimp,
vegetable and water chestnut

Whole wheat
� Cook 100 per cent atta momos 
� Could be tried with fillings of
Tibetan pork, Nepali chicken, and
spinach, garlic and cheese for vegetar-

ians

Thupka
� Healthy and nutritious Tibetan
soup with a twist of momos
� With exotic vegetables, Nepali
chicken and spicy pork

Malaysian laksa 
� Rich and spicy coconut curry
broth with choice of momos
immersed in it
� With exotic vegetables, chicken and
pork

With these new variations,
momos can certainly become appe-
tizing with different choices such as
veggies, lamb, pork and chicken.

Remember, a healthy momo does
not only satisfy the cravings but also
maintain a balanced diet!

(These dishes have been introduced
and added to their new home-delivery
menu by Shyam Thakur, Founder,
Momo King.)
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Napoli beat Juventus 4-2 on
penalties on Wednesday to

lift the Italian Cup for the sixth
time after the score was 0-0 after
90 minutes in an empty Stadio
Olimpco in Rome.

Paulo Dybala and Danilo
both missed their spot-kicks for
the record 13-times Italian Cup
champions Juventus with
Arkadiusz Milik slotting in the
winner for Napoli past veteran
keeper Gianluigi Buffon.

It is the first trophy for the
southerners since 2014, and
also a maiden coaching trophy
for Gattuso, who replaced Carlo
Ancelotti in December, and
claimed a crown he won as a
player with AC Milan.

Organisers had scrapped
extra-time to minimise injuries
to players as football resumes in
Italy after a three-month coro-
navirus shutdown.

‘GOD OF FOOTBALL’
Gennaro Gattuso hailed the

‘God of football’ after he lifted
his first coaching trophy

For former Italy World Cup
winner Gattuso his first coach-
ing success comes after the
death of his 37-year-old sis-
ter Francesca from a rare
illness. “In life you cannot
accept some things, but
football has given me a lot
and a great passion,” said
the 42-year-old former AC
Milan great.

“I feel I have a great respon-
sibility. I know I cannot give up
and I have never done in my
career. “I saw a team tonight that

wanted to win, we deserved it.
“There’s a God of football,

who makes you reap all that
you’ve sown.

“I am proud of what
my lads have done. Now we
must continue with this
spirit also in the champi-
onship, to recover the dis-
advantage.”
The defeat was a worrying

sign for Maurizio Sarri’s
Juventus, who had failed to beat
and score against AC Milan in
the second leg of the semi-final.

The 61-year-old former
Napoli coach had also been
chasing his first coaching trophy
in Italy, and second in his career
after leading Chelsea to the
Europa League last season.

“There is disappointment
for the lads, for the club, for the
fans,” said Sarri.

“At this moment we lack
brilliance to make the game dan-
gerous, and without that bril-
liance, it becomes more difficult.”

CR7 LACKS SHARPNESS
Portuguese star Cristiano

Ronaldo missed a chance to
break the deadlock after five
minutes, having also missed a
penalty in a goalless semi-final,
second leg match against AC
Milan last weekend.

Napoli had the best chances
of the first half with Lorenzo
Insigne’s curling effort denied
and Buffon clearing Diego
Demme from close range.

Buffon pulled off a last-
minute save on Nikola
Maksimovic to send the game
into penalties with extra-time
scrapped.
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Fortuna Düsseldorf stunned Leipzig
with two late goals to draw 2-2 in

the Bundesliga on Wednesday and
boost its hopes of avoiding relegation.
Two goals in three minutes from Kevin Kampl and
Timo Werner had Leipzig on course to consolidate third
place and all but secure a place in the Champions
League. But Steven Skrzybski netted in the 87th minute
and Andre Hoffmann equalized in injury time to lift
Düsseldorf out of an automatic relegation place with
two rounds of the season remaining.

Leipzig would have been six points clear of fifth-
place Borussia Mönchengladbach with a vastly supe-
rior goal difference, but now the gap is four points. The
top four qualify for the Champions League.

Second-place Borussia Dortmund, which has
already booked a place in Europe’s premier competi-
tion, slumped to a 2-0 loss at home to Mainz. 

That means Dortmund is just three points clear
of Leipzig with its second place under threat ahead of
a meeting between the two this weekend. 

Bayer Leverkusen moved fourth, three points
behind Leipzig, with a 3-1 win over Rhine rival
Cologne. Schalke lost 2-1 at Eintracht Frankfurt to
stretch its club-record winless run to 14 games.

The latest loss was largely self-inflicted. Schalke
midfielder Can Bozdogan was sent off in his second
league start with his second yellow card in the 77th
minute, just before Andre Silva missed a great chance
to make it 3-1 to Frankfurt when he only had the goal-
keeper to beat.

Also, Augsburg lost 3-1 at home to Hoffenheim.
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Manchester City secured
the first win of the
Premier League’s restart

with a 3-0 victory over 10-man
Arsenal at an empty Etihad on
Wednesday as the English top
flight’s return was marked by
protests against racial injustice.

Both sets of players came
together before kick-off to take a
knee, as had Aston Villa and
Sheffield United players in the first
match after a 100-day stoppage
due to coronavirus.

City’s victory closes the gap on
Liverpool at the top to 22 points
and means the Reds cannot secure
the title when they face Everton in
the Merseyside derby on Sunday.

ARTETA’S PLAN UNDONE
There was little return to nor-

mality once the game did kick-off
to the hollow ring of an empty sta-
dium as a torrential downpour
added to the difficult conditions
for the players.

“We expected it to be weird,”
said City’s Raheem Sterling. “The
first 10 minutes it was getting used
to the atmosphere and getting the
cobwebs off.”

However, City soon found
their groove just as Arsenal were
disrupted by two early injuries.

Gunners’ boss Mikel Arteta
had made a bold team selection on
his return to the Etihad, where he
spent three-and-a-half years as
Guardiola’s assistant.

The Spaniard left Alexandre
Lacazette and club record signing

Nicolas Pepe alongside David
Luiz on the bench, while Mesut
Ozil did not even make the squad
despite a temporary rule change to
allow nine substitutes on the
bench.

Guardiola had voiced
his concerns for players’
welfare over the lack of
preparation time to get up
to full fitness.

But it was Arteta’s plan
that was undone inside 20
minutes as Granit Xhaka and
Pablo Mari hobbled off with Luiz
replacing the latter.

“Everything went wrong from
the first minute when Granit got
injured,” said Arteta, who was left
in no doubt of the work he has
ahead to close the gap between his

new employers and his old.
As City began to turn the

screw, only Bernd Leno in the
Arsenal goal kept the score down
before half-time.

However, Sterling made
the breakthrough when Luiz
failed to cut out Kevin De
Bruyne’s cross and the
England international rifled
home his first goal of 2020.

Five minutes into the
second-half, Arsenal’s tough

task became an impossible one as
Luiz pulled down Riyad Mahrez
inside the box and was shown a
red card.

“It was not the team’s fault, it
was my fault. The coach is amaz-
ing, all the players did amazing, it
was just my fault,” said Luiz,

whose contract is due to expire on
June 30.

“I should have taken a differ-
ent decision in the last two months
to try and decide my future as early
as possible but I didn’t.”

De Bruyne coolly sent Leno
the wrong way from the penalty
spot to end the game as a contest.
There was one more serious look-
ing injury to come as City defend-
er Eric Garcia was stretchered
from the field after being wiped
out by his own goalkeeper
Ederson leading to 11 minutes of
added time.

“He is conscious, that is a good
sign, but he is going to get an extra
test,” said Guardiola of Garcia’s
condition.

City used the extra time to add

a third as substitute Phil Foden
side-footed home after Sergio
Aguero struck the post.

Defeat is another blow for

Arsenal’s hopes of a return to the
Champions League next season as
they remain in ninth, eight points
off the top four.
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Portugal youngster Joao Felix
scored twice as Atletico

Madrid moved into the
Champions League places with
a 5-0 La Liga thrashing of
Osasuna on Wednesday.

Felix, 20, was making his
first appearance since the
Spanish top-flight returned from
its coronavirus hiatus having
been suspended for the week-
end’s draw at Athletic Bilbao and
had been suffering from an
ankle sprain since May.

“I felt good, coming back
from injury after three months
without playing and scoring
two goals is very good for me,”
Felix told broadcaster Movistar.

The northerners remain in
11th after the defeat with an out-
side chance of making the
Europa League but are also
10 points away from the rel-
egation zone.

The hosts’ coach Jagoba
Arrasate was without cap-
tain Oier and Adrian Lopez
who scored the equaliser at
high-flying Real Sociedad, who
can go back above Atltetico

with a win at Alaves.
The visitors’ coach Diego

Simeone made four changes
from Sunday’s match in Bilbao

including handing Felix,
who joined the side from
Benfica for 126 million
euros ($141 million) last
summer, a start alongside
Diego Costa in attack.
Felix opened the scoring 27

minutes when Lodi found space
down the left flank and he

played the ball back to Saul
Niguez in the box, his shot was
deflected to Felix’s path who
smashed the ball to the top cor-
ner.

The hosts’ best chance of an
equaliser came six minutes
before the break but David
Garcia’s long-range shot could
only hit the advertising boards.

Felix doubled his account 10
minutes into the second half.

Costa was fed the ball in the
area and he squared it to Felix
who side-footed home with
ease for his eighth goal of the
campaign in all competitions.

Felix was substituted on the
69-minute mark as Simeone
sent on holding midfielder
Thomas Partey, who has been
linked with a move to Arsenal.

Despite Felix leaving the
field his side made sure of three
points as Marcos Llorente,
Alvaro Morata and Yannick
Carrasco scored in the final 11
minutes.

The away side’s Slovenia
goalkeeper Jan Oblak became
the first non-Spaniard to reach
100 La Liga clean sheets with his
performance.
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Tainted former India pacer
S Sreesanth will be consid-

ered for selection in the Kerala
cricket team provided he proves
fitness after his BCCI ban ends
in September, state team
coach Tinu Yohannan said
on Thursday.

Sreesanth, 37, was
banned for life by the
BCCI in August 2013
for his alleged involve-
ment in the IPL spot-fix-
ing scandal earlier that
year. However, BCCI
ombudsman D K Jain last
year reduced the sentence
to seven years.

“Sreesanth will be
considered for this year’s

Ranji Trophy. We are looking for-
ward to having Sreesanth play-
ing for Kerala again. Everyone
in Kerala is also looking for-

ward to that,” Yohannan, also a
former India pacer, said.

Yohannan said Sreesanth
has enough time to work

on his fitness.
“His (Sreesanth’s)

ban will lifted in
September. The good
thing is that there is
time for him get
ready.. He is working
hard on his game

and his fitness..,” the
Kerala coach said.

“Then we will have
to assess his physical fit-
ness and game skills.
Sree (Sreesanth) is

always in the scheme of things...,” he
added.

Yohannan also said Sreesanth is
in touch with him constantly and has
been working hard on his game.

“... Sreesanth has been in con-
stant touch with me. He has been
working hard on his bowling and fit-
ness. However, he has not played
competitive cricket for some seven
years now, we have to evaluate fitness
and skills.

“But we will be very happy to
welcome him back into the Kerala
side,” Yohannan, who played three
Tests and an equal number of ODIs,
said.

Sreesanth has played 27 Tests
and 53 ODIs for India, taking 87 and
75 wickets respectively. He has also
taken seven wickets in 10 T20
Internationals. 
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Sri Lanka’s T20 captain Lasith
Malinga will not be part of

team’s second residential train-
ing camp, starting June 22 in
Kandy, as a 24-member squad
was announced on Thursday.

A six-member unit of
coaches and other support staff
will work with the players dur-
ing the camp at the Pallekele sta-
dium.

“The arrangements for the
next camp is aimed at becoming
the best prepared international
team post-Covid-19 and to be
ready to play at any given time,”
said Mickey Arthur, the head
coach of the team.

The squad members will
continue to follow the health
procedures, followed during the
first camp, conducted earlier this
month in Colombo.

Sri Lanka’s next scheduled
international engagement, the
tour by India later this month,
has been canceled while the
Bangladesh tour scheduled for
late July is still doubtful.

PDC T10 LEAGUE
Some Sri Lankan cricketers

will return to action after the
coronavirus-forced hiatus when
they participate in the PDC T10
league, a 12-day tournament
beginning on June 25 that will
be streamed on SportsTiger
Application.

The eight participating
teams will be divided into two
groups playing a total of 46
games at  Anuradhapura in Sri
Lanka. The group stage will be
played in the round-
robin league format
which will be fol-
lowed by the quali-
fiers and elimina-
tor games before
playing the all-
i m p o r t a n t
final.

��
�������� Windies bats-
man Shai Hope is confident of
replicating his 2017 heroics
against England in the
upcoming series but admitted
that his stats in the longest for-
mat haven’t exactly been the
best for a while.

Hope hasn’t scored a ton
since the 2017 Headingley
Test heroics when he scored
centuries in both the innings
to lead his side to a much-
cherished victory against
England, chasing a daunting
322-run target.

“I just need to have the
continued belief in myself,
back my ability because I
know I can get it done, it’s not

�	����� India’s Test specialist
Cheteshwar Pujara on Thursday
admitted that playing Day-Night Tests
is an altogether different challenge for
the batsman as the pace and visibili-
ty of the pink ball is very different from
traditional red ball.

“First of all, to speak about the
Day-Night Test or (to play) with the
pink ball, I think it is different from
what we are used to with the red ball,”
Pujara said on Sony Ten Pit Stop show.

“Although it is still the same for-
mat, but the (pink) ball’s pace and vis-
ibility is very different. As a batsman
you need to get used to it,” he said.

Pujara, who has played 77 Tests,
said that for any younger player, who
is used to playing with the SG red ball,
playing with the Pink Ball, would be
a challenge.

“It won’t be very easy, becuase you
need to have such net sessions. To do
that at the domestic level, it is not easy.
If any upcoming player is coming, he
is used to playing with the SG red ball

in Ranji Trophy, so when you play him
for India, he is ready for this format.

Pink ball needs adequate training.
“He is ready for a Test match. But

when he comes to play with the Pink
Ball, he will not have that much of an
experience and that many net sessions
also won’t have happened, so I feel it
will be a challenge for young player
who is coming in and playing a pink
Ball test,” added Pujara.

“But, yes guys (players) who have
already played with pink ball in some
domestic tournament and who have
played one of the Pink Ball Test
match, they will get used to it, but it
is a different challenge altogether for
a batsman,” he added.

India are slated to tour Australia
for a gruelling four Test match series,
set to be begin at the Gabba in
Brisbane from December 3. 

The second Test will be a D-N
affair, to be hosted by Adelaide Oval.

Pujara was then asked what
advantages would the Australian
speedsters like   Starc and Cummins
get while playing with the Pink Ball.

To which, he said, “I think they
(Aus) bowlers will get more pace and
bounce off the pitch, from what I have
realised so far with the Pink Ball.”

“Apart from this, the ball might
swing more, but usually Kookaburra
pink ball doesn’t swing much, maybe
the new ball might swing a bit, but
once the ball gets old, it will be a good
ball to bat against.

“Because be it the Kokaburra red
ball or pink ball... And if you are play-
ing in Australia, it is one of the best
pitches to bat on,” added Pujara, who
had played a key role in India’s win in
Australia in 2018.  PTI
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Chelsea announced the signing
of German international for-

ward Timo Werner from RB
Leipzig on Thursday in the first
major move of the summer trans-
fer market.

Werner, 24, who has scored
32 goals in all competitions this
season, had a 60 million euro (£53
million, $67 million) release
clause in his contract with the
German club.

He will remain at Leipzig for
the remaining two Bundesliga
games of the season.

However, Werner will not be
available for the end of Leipzig’s
2019/20 Champions League cam-
paign in August as he is set to join
Chelsea in July.

“I am delighted to be sign-
ing for Chelsea, it is a very
proud moment for me to be
joining this great club,”
Werner said in a state-
ment.

“I look forward to
next season with my
new team-mates, my
new manager and of
course the Chelsea fans.

“Together we have a
very successful future

ahead of us.”
The signing is a major coup

for the Blues as they seek to close
the gap on Liverpool and
Manchester City at the top of the
Premier League.

Werner was often linked
with a move to Liverpool after he
admitted to being flattered by
Jurgen Klopp’s interest.

However, concerned by the
financial fallout from coron-
avirus, the European champions
were not willing to pay Werner’s
release clause before it expired this
month.

“We are very excited that
Timo Werner has chosen to join
Chelsea,” said Chelsea director
Marina Granovskaia.

“He is a player who was cov-
eted all over Europe and it is no
surprise, he has that rare mix
of being young and exciting
and yet established and

proven.”
Werner will not be

available for the second
leg of Chelsea’s
Champions League last
16 tie against Bayern
Munich in August as
he was not registered
at the time the match
was due to be played.
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�-��������Senior India speedster
Mohammed Shami rates the current
pace attack as the best in country’s
Test cricket history.

India’s pace quartet of Shami,
Ishant Sharma, Jasprit Bumrah
and Umesh Yadav has been
very consistent in the past
two years.

“Even the world
acknowledges that India
never produced five gen-
uine fast bowlers in a
package at one go. Not in
Indian cricket’s history. We
have bowlers in the
reserves who can bowl
145 kms,” Shami told Deep

Dasgupta in a chat for ESPN
Cricinfo.

“This is the best attack as no one
has any jealousy and everyone

enjoys each other’s success. It
feels like a family,” said Shami.

He then gave example of
Ishant Sharma, the senior-
most player in the Test line-up.

“Look at Ishant
Sharma. He is set to
play 100 Tests. 

It’s not a mean
achievement but if you
speak to him you will
know what kind of a

human being he is. He is
so down to earth.” PTI
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like I haven’t done it before,”
Hope told media via a video
conference at Old Trafford
ahead of the series starting
July 8.

Hope says he has it in
him to do well again when
Windies take on England in
a bio-secure environment.

“It’s a case of making
sure I make the most of these
opportunities and do what-
ever I can to make the team
win. Obviously, you’re going
to be hard on yourself, espe-
cially when you know you
can get something done but
it’s not really portraying on
the stats,” he said.

The 26-year-old has an

impressive record in ODI
cricket, where he has scored
3289 runs from 78 matches
at an average of 52.20.

In the last three years,
Hope has made eight cen-
turies and 13 fifties in ODIs
at an average of 57 — the
best figures by a wicket-
keeper in the West Indies
cricket history.

Last year, he scored
1,345 runs at an average of
61.13 — including a mem-
orable match-winning ton
against India in Chennai
but he has not enjoyed con-
sistent success in Tests.

He wants to improve on
that count.

“Red-ball batting is def-
initely my favourite part of
the game but the runs and
the stats aren’t exactly where
we want them to be, but I’m
working towards that. I can’t
pinpoint anything (wrong) at
this stage, because I would-
n’t say my preparation has
changed.

“I don’t think it’s any-
thing major when it comes
to my technical side of the
game. There are certain
things you can tweak, as you
go along. I would probably
say it’s more of a mental
thing. Hopefully, I can turn
it around and move on from
there,” Hope said. PTI


