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Engaged in a military stand-
off with China in the east-

ern Ladakh, India on Tuesday
opened a diplomatic front
against Pakistan, asking
Islamabad to reduce its Delhi
High Commission staff by half
within the next seven days
and announced a reciprocal
reduction of Indian strength in
Islamabad.

The downgrading of diplo-
matic ties came after two offi-
cials of the Pakistan High
Commission in Delhi were last
month arrested for engaging in
espionage activities. At the
same time, several Indian High
Commission staff were aggres-
sively ‘tailed” by Pakistan intel-
ligence agencies in Islamabad
and two of them were briefly
detained last week.

The Ministry of External
Affairs said the Charge
d’Affaires of Pakistan High
Commission was summoned
and informed about the deci-
sion which was based on
instances of the alleged involve-
ment of Pakistani officials in
“acts of espionage” and dealings
with terrorist organisations.

In a statement, the MEA
also cited the recent abduction
of two Indian officials in

Islamabad and the “barbaric
treatment” meted out to them
by Pakistani agencies as reasons
for downgrading of the diplo-
matic ties.

“The behaviour of Pakistan
and its officials is not in con-
formity with the Vienna
Convention and bilateral
agreements on the treatment of
diplomatic and consular offi-
cials. On the contrary, it is an
intrinsic element of a larger

policy of supporting cross-
border violence and terror-
ism,” the MEA said.

Therefore, it said, India
has taken the decision to
reduce the staff strength in the
Pakistan High Commission in
New Delhi by 50 per cent. “It
would reciprocally reduce its
own presence in Islamabad to
the same proportion. This deci-
sion, which is to be imple-
mented in seven days, was
conveyed to the Pakistani
Charge d’Affaires,” it added.

The MEA said the Charge
d’Affaires of Pakistan High
Commission was summoned
to the Ministry and informed
that India had repeatedly
expressed concern about the
activities of officials of his
High Commission.

“They have been engaged
in acts of espionage and main-

tained dealings with terrorist
organisations. The activities of
the two officials caught red-
handed and expelled on May
31 was one example in that
regard,” it said.

It said Pakistan has
engaged in a sustained cam-
paign to “intimidate” the offi-
cials of the Indian High
Commission in Islamabad
from carrying on their legiti-
mate diplomatic functions.

“The recent abduction at
gunpoint of two Indian officials
and their severe ill-treatment
underlines the extent to which
Pakistan has gone in that direc-
tion... These officials who
returned to India on 22 June
2020 have provided graphic
details of the barbaric treat-
ment that they experienced at
the hands of Pakistani agen-
cies,” the MEA added.
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India and China have agreed
to disengage from various

stand-off sites on the Line of
Actual Control (LAC) in east-
ern Ladakh and make con-
certed effort to “cool down” sit-
uation at the border.  The two
sides will now work out modal-
ities of pulling back troops,
which could take months.
Many more rounds of talks are
likely to take place to end the
face-off at the Pangong Tso
(lake) where the Chinese have
intruded into the Indian zone
with massive force levels.

The two countries arrived
at a “mutual consensus” to de-
escalate during the nearly ten
hour talks between Lt General
Harinder Singh and Major
General Liu Lin in Moldo 
on Monday.

Meanwhile,   Army Chief
General MM Naravane is on a
two-day visit to Leh starting
Tuesday and  took stock of the
situation in the aftermath of the
June 15 bloody skirmish leav-
ing 20 Indian Army personnel
dead in the Galwan valley.

Naravane met and inter-
acted in the military hospital
there with soldiers injured in
the clash.

The Army Chief is likely to
visit some forward locations on
the LAC during his tour,
sources said.  This is his first
visit since the brawl.  

Naravane had earlier visit-
ed Leh in mid-May to review
the operational readiness of the
army in the wake of ongoing
face-offs. IAF chief RKS
Bhadauria had visited Leh late
last week to review operational
readiness of his force in 
the aftermath of the free for all
leading to tension all along 
the LAC.

On the marathon parleys at
the Corps Commander level on
Monday ending late evening,
sources said on Tuesday that
the talks were held in “a cordial,
positive and constructive
atmosphere.”

“There was a mutual con-
sensus to disengage.  Modalities
for disengagement from all
friction areas in Eastern
Ladakh were discussed and
will be taken forward d by both
the sides,” sources said.

According to news agency
reports, Chinese Foreign
Ministry spokesman Zhao
Lijian said in Beijing that  both
sides “agreed to take necessary
measures to promote a cooling
of the situation”.

At present, the confronta-
tion is at least four points,
including in Galwan valley,
Hot Springs and two places at
the Pangong Tso.  

While the two sides are in

agreement to withdraw their
troops from face-to-face stand-
off as soon as possible from
three zones, the Chinese are
unwilling to go back from
Pangong Tso. 

They have advanced
between “Finger 4” and “Finger
8” points whereas India has
constantly maintained that
these fingers or mountain spurs
are part of its territory.  

Continued on Page 2


��� '03��0:�5

Against the backdrop violent
clashes leaving 20 Indian

Army personnel dead on the
Line of Actual Control (LAC)
in Ladakh, External Affairs
Minister S Jaishankar on
Tuesday urged countries to
respect international law and
recognise legitimate interest
of partners to build a durable
world order.

He made these crucial
marks in the virtual Russia-
India-China (RIC) Foreign
Ministerial meeting.  This was
the first time Jaishankar was
interacting face to face with his
Chinese counterpart Wang Yi.
Incidentally, the two Ministers

had talked to each other on the
phone last week to find ways to
defuse tension at the LAC after
the bloody skirmishes.

Meanwhile, Russian
Foreign Minister Sergey Lavrov
said India and China do not
need outside help in resolving
long-standing issues between
the two countries.

“I don’t think India and
China need any help from out-
side. I don’t think they need to
be helped, especially when it
comes to country issues. They
can solve them on their own,”
Sergei Lavrov said, adding,
“this means recent events”.

“New Delhi and Beijing
have shown commitment to a
peaceful resolution. They start-
ed meetings at the level of
defence officers and foreign
Ministers and neither has made
any statement to indicate either
will pursue non-diplomatic
solutions,” he said during the
virtual conference.

Incidentally, US President
Donald Trump had also offered
to mediate last month to
resolve the face-offs at the
LAC.  However, India declined
the offer and said it was a bilat-
eral issue with China.

Continued on Page 2
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After claiming to have found
an Ayurvedic cure for the

coronavirus, Yoga guru Baba
Ramdev is now  trying to con-
vince the Modi Government
that  his product is “safe” and
“clinically tested” and hopes
that soon he would be mar-
keting it across the country.

Hours after Patanjali
launched drugs on Tuesday
what Ramdev claimed was the
“first ayurvedic medicine” to
cure coronavirus disease, the
Centre asked the company to
stop advertising the anti-Covid
drug and  sought details about
it to verify the claims.

Talking to a TV channel in

the evening, Ramdev claimed
he has written back to the
Ayush Ministry on the verifi-
cation of the medicine and
ruled out that it could be
banned. “There has been some
confusion. I carried out clini-
cal trial on 270 persons and  all
of them recovered  from Covid-
19 . What more  do you want,”

he said, adding, “I’ve submitted
all the papers to the Ministry.”

Ramdev said he has spent
time and energy to come out
with a cure that has been test-
ed under strict medical condi-
tion and proven effective. “Why
would I lie? I’m doing this to
help the world,” he said.

Acharya Balkrishna said on
Twitter, “This Govt provides
encouragement and pride to
Ayurveda. Communication gap
has been done away with and
we have 100 per cent fulfilled
all standard parameters for
Randomised Placebo-con-

trolled clinical trials. We’ve
given info for the same to
Ministry of AYUSH.”

Launching the medicine
in Haridwar, Patanjali claimed
that “Coronil” and “Swasari”
had shown 100 per cent
favourable results during clin-
ical trials on affected patients
in 7 days. “This is not an
immunity booster but a coro-
navirus cure,” Ramdev said.

The corona kit for 30 days
will be made available at �545,
said Acharya Balkrishna, the
MD of Patanjali Ayurved.
However, the AYUSH Ministry
said facts of the claim and
details of the stated scientific
study are not known to the
Ministry.
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China has occupied a village
of Nepal and allegedly

removed the boundary pillars
to legitimise its annexation, top
Government sources said on
Tuesday. It has also been learnt
that China has gradually made
inroads into several Nepalese
territories with an ulterior aim
to seize complete control. But
so far KP Sharma Oli’s
Nepalese Government is
tightlipped about it.

The latest in the line is Rui
village in Gorkha district,
which is now in total control of
China. It has also occupied
strategic lands at 11 places
across Nepal. Around 36
hectares of land in four districts
of Nepal, which border China,
have been occupied by China. 

Continued on Page 2
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The Government procure-
ment portal GeM has made

it mandatory for sellers to
mention “country of origin” on
products they wish to sell
through the platform, a move
aimed at promoting Aatma
Nirbhar Bharat (Self-reliant
India), a senior official said on
Tuesday.

Government e-
Marketplace (GEM) has also
enabled a provision for indi-
cation of the percentage of
local content in products 
with a view to promote Make
in India.

“GeM has taken a signifi-
cant step towards Aatma
Nirbhar Bharat and has made
it mandatory for sellers to
enter the country of origin
while registering all new prod-

ucts on GeM,” the portal’s CEO
Talleen Kumar told PTI.

Sellers, who had already
uploaded their products before
the introduction of this new
feature on GeM, are being
reminded regularly to update
the country of origin, with a
warning that their products will
be “removed” from the plat-
form if they fail to update the
same, he said.

“With this new feature,
now, the country of origin as
well as the local content per-
centage are visible in the mar-
ketplace for all items. More
importantly, the Make in India
filter has now been enabled on
the portal. Buyers can choose
to buy only those products 
that meet the minimum 50 per
cent local content criteria,” 
he said.

Continued on Page 2
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Delhi on Tuesday recorded
the highest single-day spike

with 3,947 fresh infections to
take the coronavirus tally in the
Capital to 66,602. It also report-
ed 68 new deaths in the same
period, taking the death toll to
2,301 since the outbreak of the
disease. This is the biggest sin-
gle day surge seen in any part
of the country in 24 hours.
Officials said 39,313 patients
have recovered and 24,988 cases
are active.

Delhi has 261 containment
zones. A health bulletin issued
by the State Government said
6,264 beds are occupied and
7,125 are still vacant, 
while 12,963 patients are home
quarantined.

Data shows that Delhi has

carried out 19,415 tests for
every 1 million people. This is
much higher than many other
States in the country. 

The last one week has seen
massive surge in new cases due
to doubling of tests. The num-
ber of new infections has
grown by an average of 7 per
cent every day during this
period and mortality rate
climbed to 3.45 per cent.

Delhi seems to be catching
up with Mumbai very fast,
and could soon even overtake
it. Officials said that number of
cases have increased due to
higher number of testing in
Delhi. According to the Delhi
Government’s health bulletin,
the Capital has also crossed 4
lakh tests conducted in the city
to track Covid-19 patients. 

Continued on Page 2
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China has warned that if its
troops are shot at with

firearms following India’s deci-
sion to grant “complete free-
dom of action” to the Army
deployed along Line of Actual
Control (LAC) then the bor-
der dispute can potentially
turn into a military conflict.

The warning came
through an editorial in the
state-run Global Times that
has undertaken a psychologi-
cal warfare and propaganda
overdrive against India
through a series of write-ups

harping on the economic and
military strengths of Beijing
and at the same time 
seeking to downgrade New
Delhi’s capabilities on these
two fronts.

India on Sunday granted
“complete freedom of action”
to the Army deployed along
LAC with China, implying
that the troops can resort to
use of firearms when faced
with a violent situation from
Chinese soldiers like the
Galwan incident in which 20
Indian Army personnel were
killed by the PLA troops.

Continued on Page 2
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Defence Minister Rajnath
Singh, now on a visit to

Moscow, will not be meeting
his Chinese counterpart there
on Wednesday.  Both the
Ministers besides many others
will take part in the Victory

Day Parade there to mark the
75th anniversary of the defeat
of Nazi Germany.

Interestingly, a tri-Service
contingent of the Indian
Armed forces led by the Sikh
Light Infantry will take part in
the parade.

Continued on Page 2
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Kumar said that since its inception, GeM is contin-

uously working towards promoting “Make in India” ini-
tiative and the portal has facilitated entry of small local
sellers in public procurement.

Earlier this month, the government modified pub-
lic procurement norms to give maximum preference to
companies whose goods and services have 50 per cent
or more local content, a move aimed at promoting “Make
in India’’ and making the country self-reliant.

The revised public procurement (Preference to Make
in India), Order 2017, has introduced a concept of Class-
I, II and non-local suppliers, based on which they will
get preference in government purchases of goods and
services.

GeM is also coming up with a more dynamic, trans-
formational and vibrant portal by adding advanced fea-
tures such as powerful search engine, revamped brand
and product approval process and faster creation of cat-
egories for goods and services through tender analysis.

Government e-Market (GeM) portal was launched
in August 2016 for online purchases of goods and ser-
vices by all the central government ministries and depart-
ments.

Government departments, agencies and public sec-
tor units can now procure products made by tribal com-
munities from the GeM portal as it has added over 4,000

such items, including paintings, handmade showpieces
and statues.

Currently, government departments, ministries,
public sector units, state governments, and Central
Armed Police Forces are allowed to carry out transac-
tions through this portal.

The portal provides a wide range of products from
office stationery to vehicles. Automobiles, computers and
office furniture are currently the top product categories.
Services, including transportation, logistics, waste man-
agement, web casting and analytical, are listed on the por-
tal. So far, 3,94,461 sellers and service providers are reg-
istered with the portal to sell 18,30,688 products and sev-
eral services. 
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“In a massive departure

from its diplomatic stand of
non-interference, the Chinese
have completely occupied Rui
Village and the residents com-
prising around 72 houses are
fighting for their original iden-
tity. This also shows how
Nepal’s current regime has sur-
rendered to China and is now
making anti-India statements
and resorting to anti-India
activities,” top sources told
IANS.

The occupation of Rui vil-
lage has been done systemati-
cally by China in the last two
years.

Since the village figures in
the map of Nepal and is part of
the Himalayan nation, the res-
idents have always been asso-

ciated with the country’s iden-
tity. But the Nepal govern-
ment, at the behest of China, is
more engaged in creating arti-
ficial disputes with India over
boundaries and three villages
that belong to India.

Nepal has recently come
out with a new map that claims
parts of Indian territory in
Pithoragarh district. India has
rejected this new map of Nepal
saying it is not based on his-
torical facts or evidence. The
new political map of the coun-
try features parts of Lipulekh,
Kalapani and Limpiyadhura
areas which are in Indian ter-
ritory.

The new political map was
authenticated by Nepal
President Bidya Devi Bhandari
last week. India-Nepal rela-
tionship came under strain
after Defence Minister Rajnath
Singh inaugurated an 80-km-
long strategically crucial road
connecting the Lipulekh pass
with Dharchula in Uttarakhand
on May 8. Nepal immediately

protested, saying the road vio-
lated the status quo of the
region, which it described as
“unresolved”.

Spokesperson of the
Ministry of External Affairs
Anurag Srivastava had said
the amendment amounts to
“artificial enlargement of 
claims that are not based on
historical fact or evidence and
is not tenable”. 

Last year, sources said,
Nepal government realised
China had been annexing their
land however they preferred to
remain silent.

“Even after realising that
China’s aggressive nationalism
and military expansionism are
a reality, the policies fashioned
by hardline Communist Party
of China (CPC) leaders, Nepal
communist government prefers
to remain silent,” said the
sources. Nepal has found that
China has already occupied six
hectares of land near Bhagdare
Khola (River) area and four
hectares near Karnali River in

Humla district.
They also found that China

has illegally occupied two
hectares near Sinjen Khola
(river) and one hectare of
Bhurjuk Khola (River) in
Rasuwa district. It has also
captured land adjacent to
Lamde Khola and three
hectares near Jambu Khola in
Rasuwa district. 

China has also illegally
occupied seven hectares of
land in Kharane Khola and
four hectares near Bhote Koshi
of Sandhu Pal Chok district in
Nepal, three hectares of
Samjung Khola, two hectares
near Kam Khola and four
hectares of land from Arun
river bed in Sankhuwasabha
district of Nepal.

The term khola means
river in local Nepali language.
But, instead of objecting to
Chinese illegal occupation and
growing infiltration into the
Nepalese boundaries, the KP
Sharma Oli government is
looking to unnecessarily inter-

fere in India’s sovereignty.
Besides the new map, Oli
Government is obstructing the
dam repair work at 
Gandak Barrage that threatens
flooding in Bihar during the
monsoon.

This provocative move,
sources said, is being done by
Nepal at China’s behest which
has crippled the world by
spreading contagious 
coronavirus and is aggressive-
ly pursuing its expansionist
policy. 

“Nepal’s domestic policy
appears to be ruled by China.
The Oli government is escalat-
ing the tension between the two
countries on issues that have
earlier never figured in India-
Nepal bilateral relationship.
Occupation of its villages by
China and now Nepal’s
provocative gesture in Bihar
that shares 700 km interna-
tional border with Nepal,
makes it evident that 
Oli government is being ruled
by Beijing,” top sources said.
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“This (India’s decision grant-
ing operational autonomy to
troops deployed along LAC)
means Indian commanders will
not be restricted in using
firearms. If this new approach is
implemented and Indian troops
shoot Chinese soldiers in the first
place in future encounters, then
the China-India border dispute
will turn into a military conflict,”
the Global Times said in an edi-
torial on Monday, adding, “This
is not what most Chinese and
Indian people wish to see.” China
and India signed two bilateral
agreements in 1996 and 2005,
both of which said neither side
shall use its military capability
against the other side. This fun-
damentally limited the scale of
conflicts in the border area, and
the provision had been upheld
during the June 15 clash, the edi-
torial claimed. “Although com-
plete freedom of action is the
Modi administration’s appease-
ment to the Indian Army and
public opinion, it is extremely

irresponsible,” the Chinese
Communist Party’s mouthpiece
said. “It shows that India may be
tearing up the two countries’
most important agreements, and
this will seriously increase the
two troops’ mutual distrust and
add to the possibility of unwant-
ed military conflicts,” the edito-
rial underscored.

“We would like to warn
India’s feverish nationalists not to
lead New Delhi down the wrong
path, and not allow India to
repeat past mistakes. They must
know that in 1962, the two
countries were of roughly equal
strength, but today, China’s GDP
is five times that of India, and
China’s defense spending is more
than triple India’s according to
West estimates. China is a high-
ly industrialised country, while
India is still in the primary stage
of industrialisation. Most of
China’s advanced weapons are
manufactured domestically, but
all of India’s advanced weapons
are imported,’ the editorial
warned. The edit further warned,
“There are things that the Indian
Army cannot get without using

firearms, and even more unlike-
ly for them to get these things
through armed conflicts. That
the Indian troops can defeat the
People’s Liberation Army (PLA)
is utter fantasy.”  

After the June 15 clash, the
Indian Government showed
rationality to prevent the situa-
tion from escalating. Indian
Prime Minister Narendra Modi
said, “Nobody has intruded into
our border, neither is anybody
there now, nor have our posts
been captured,” it said. But India’s
extreme nationalists continue
to put pressure on their
Government, risking an escala-
tion of tensions at the border, it
said. It is Indian side that is uni-
laterally retreating from the bilat-
eral agreements. India needs to
be held responsible for the pos-
sible consequences, it warned.

In yet another exhortation of
a war, the editorial also said, “We
would like to tell PLA soldiers
stationed at the China-India
border that they must be extra
careful when fulfilling their
duties, and to be well prepared
for war. If the Indian Army fires

the first shot, PLA soldiers must
ensure that they have enough
firepower to fight back. The
most important thing is ensure
their own safety and not to suf-
fer losses in an armed skirmish
triggered by the Indian side.” “We
also urge the PLA to prepare for
the worst-case scenario. If the
Indian Army launches a border
war, it must be taught a good les-
son. We believe the PLA has suf-
ficient capability to do so,” the
editorial threatened. China does
not want its relations with India
to become sour, but some radi-
cal Indian forces have lost ratio-
nality. The Chinese army should
display its resolve to fight back
if and when the Indian side
opens fire. Frontline Indian offi-
cers must keep in their minds
that whoever fires the first shot
will be wiped out by the PLA, it
said. “In history, India has mis-
calculated China’s will several
times, and been muddle-headed
about the strength gap of the two
sides, leading to its recklessness
and the heavy price it had to pay.
Wasn’t the same true with the
June 15 clash?” it asserted.
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Meanwhile, interacting
with his Chinese and Russian
counterparts, Jaishankar urged
the powerful countries in the
world to be exemplars in every
way.

Without mentioning the
ongoing border standoff, he
also said the countries should
respect international law and
recognise the legitimate inter-
est of partners.

“The leading voices of the
world must be exemplars in
every way. Respecting interna-
tional law, recognising the legit-
imate interests of partners,
supporting multilateralism and
promoting common good are
the only way of building a
durable world order,”
Jaishankar said.

“This special meeting reit-
erates our belief in the time-
tested principles of interna-
tional relations. But the chal-
lenge today is not just one of

concepts and norms, but equal-
ly of their practice,” Jaishankar
said.

He also said India did not
get its due recognition in the
global order post World War II
and that the historical injustice
remained “uncorrected” for
the last 75 years.

“When the victors met to
fashion the ensuing global
order, the political circum-
stances of that era did not give
India due recognition. This
historical injustice has stood
uncorrected for the last 75
years, even as the world has
changed,” he said in his initial
remarks.

The External Affairs
Minister also spoke about the
need for reforms within the
United Nations for it to be able
to represent the current reali-
ty of the globe.

The RIC meeting, which
was chaired by Russia, was
called for a special session to
mark the 75th  anniversary of
the victory over Nazi Germany.
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For the first time in living
memory, the gigantic char-

iots of Lord Jagannath and his
celestial siblings rolled on the
streets of Puri on Tuesday, a
pale shadow of the grand spec-
tacle, with the pilgrim town
under curfew and the sea of
devotees missing.

The annual chariot festival,
which in normal times attracts
lakhs of devotees from across
the world, was held “smoothly
and peacefully”, a day after the
Supreme Court modified its ear-
lier order and cleared the decks
for the yatra, an emotive issue
for Hindus in several parts of
the country. The elaborate rit-
uals, which commenced early in

the morning, concluded after
the three wooden chariots of
Lord Jagannath, his elder broth-
er Lord Balabhadra and sister
Goddess Subhadra reached
their destination at Gundicha
Temple from Sri Mandir well
before evening.

The chariots were pulled by
the servitors of the Lord
Jagannath Temple and police
personnel, who had to clear the
COVID-19 test before joining
in the subdued festivities.

The Grand Road, the usual
site for the celebrations, 
was forlorn in the absence of
devotees. Rituals like ‘’Mangla
Arati’’ and ‘’Mailam’’ were held
before the presiding deities set
out from the sanctum sancto-
rum of the temple. 
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The relations between India
and Russia are one of

“Special and Privileged
Strategic Partnership” and the
ongoing military contracts
between the two sides will be
maintained and in a number of
cases will be taken forward in
a shorter time, Defence
Minister Rajnath Singh said on
Tuesday.

Singh, who arrived here on
a three-day visit on Tuesday at
the invitation of the Russian
Ministry of Defence to attend
the 75th Anniversary of
Victory Day Parade, said his
visit to Moscow is the first for-
eign visit from India of an offi-
cial delegation after the COVID
pandemic.

“This is a sign of our spe-
cial friendship. Despite all the

difficulties of the pandemic,
our bilateral relations are keep-
ing good contacts at the vari-
ous levels,” Singh said while
addressing the media here.

“India-Russia relations are
one of Special and Privileged
Strategic Partnership. Our
defence relationship is one of its
important pillars,” he said.

The minister reviewed
bilateral defence relationship
with Russia’s Deputy Prime
Minister Yury Borisov who
visited him in his hotel, 
despite the restrictions of the
pandemic.

“My discussions were very
positive and productive. I have
been assured that ongoing con-
tracts will be maintained and
not just maintained, in a num-
ber of cases will be taken for-
ward in a shorter time. All our
proposals have received 

positive responses from the
Russian side.

“I am fully satisfied with
my discussions,” Singh said,
indicating the timely delivery of
the S-400 missile defence sys-
tems to India.

In October 2018, India
had signed a USD 5 billion deal
with Russia to buy five units of
the S-400 air defence missile
systems, notwithstanding
warning from the Trump
administration that going
ahead with the contract may
invite US sanctions.

Last year, India made the
first tranche of payment of
around USD 800 million to
Russia for the missile systems.

Moscow was to begin the
delivery of the system by the
second half of next year.

Russia has been one of
India’s key suppliers of arms

and ammunition.
However, it has been a

long-standing grievance of
armed forces that supply of crit-
ical spares and equipment from
Russia takes a long time affect-
ing maintenance of military
systems procured from that
country.

“I can say with confidence
that the traditional friendship
between India and Russia
remains strong. Our mutual
interests are solid and we look
to future cooperation in the
spirit of our special friendship,”
Singh said.

Singh said he was looking
forward to participating in the
75th Victory Parade wherein an
Indian Military contingent will
be marching in the Red Square
on Wednesday.

“It is a great honor. This is
a sign of everlasting friendship

between the armed forces of
both our countries,” the min-
ister said.

“I convey my greetings to
the friendly people of Russia,
especially the veterans, who
have contributed so much to
our common security,” Singh
said as he paid tribute to the
sacrifice of the Russian people
for victory in the Second World
War. He said Indian soldiers
participated in the war effort in
the millions and suffered
immense casualties.

“Many of them were part of
the war efforts to provide assis-
tance to the Soviet Army,” he
added.

Singh also said that he was
looking forward to the visit of
President Vladimir Putin to
India at the invitation of Prime
Minister Narendra Modi later
this year.
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In fact, the first bout of

fisticuffs had taken place at the
Pangong Tso on May 5 leading
to the stand-off.

This was the second Lt
General level meeting to end
the stalemate at the LAC.  In
the first round on June 6, both
the sides agreed to mutually
pull back troops gradually from
the face-offs and operational
areas.  India also insisted that
situation be restored status
quo ante of pre My 5 positions.

The first round also saw
two sides reaching important
understanding on limited “dis-
engagement”. Both sides mutu-
ally identified five locations of
conflicts Patrolling Point (PP)
14, 15, 17A and North bank of
Pangong Tso.

However, the situation took
a dramatic turn after the June
15 clashes.

From Page 1
As many as 16,952 tests

were carried out in the last 24
hours. Delhi is tasked with a
major challenge to ramp up its
medical infrastructure in the
wake of the rising Covid cases,
expected to cross 5.5 lakh by
the end of July by one estimate,
requiring close to 90,000 beds.

Taking note of increasing
cases, the Centre on Tuesday
said that the centre erected at
Radha Swami Beas facility in
south Delhi will be run by
Indo-Tibetan Border Police
(ITBP).

After Delhi, Maharashtra
recorded 3,214 fresh cases and
248 deaths (75 in the last 48
hours and 173 in the previous
period in a single day, taking
the total tally to 1,39,010 and
6,531 deaths.

The corona tally in Tamil
Nadu mounted to 64,603 on
Tuesday as 2,516 more people
tested positive in the last 24
hours while 39 died of the dis-
ease taking the toll to 833. Of
the fresh cases, Chennai
accounted for the maximum of
1,380, followed by neighbour-
ing districts of Chengelpet

(146), Tiruvallur (156) and
Kancheepuram (59). This is the
seventh successive day that the
State has reported 2,000 plus
cases and third day over 2,500
cases. The active cases stood at
28,428. Chennai and the neigh-
bouring districts continued to
be like ghost cities as police is
keeping a close watch on all the
vehicles and persons venturing
out. Chennai’s share in the
State count was 44,205.

Gujarat recorded 549 new
cases and 26 deaths in the last
24 hours. This takes the total
number of cases in the State to
28,429 while the death toll
stands at 1,711. The State has
recorded over 500 cases for 11
days now. Ahmedabad district
recorded 235 cases of which
230 were in Ahmedabad
Municipal Corporation while it
recorded 15 deaths of which
only two were in the district
while rest were in city limits.

The total number of cases
in Ahmedabad district now
stands at 19,386 while the
death toll is 1,363. Surat record-
ed 175 new cases and six deaths
while Vadodara and
Gandhinagar recorded 42 and

10 new cases respectively. The
total number of cases in
Vadodara now stands at 1,940,
while it is 580 for Gandhinagar.
The deaths for the two districts
are 47 and 25 respectively.
Gandhinagar recorded two
deaths due to the disease while
Devbhoomi Dwarka, Amreli
and Patan recorded one death
each. The active cases in the
State stand at 6,197.

Uttar Pradesh has record-
ed 576 new cases and 19 deaths
in the last 24 hours, taking the
total tally to 6,178 and 588
deaths respectively.

In Andhra Pradesh, 462
fresh cases were reported in the
last 24 hours, taking the over-
all tally to 9,834. As per health
department data, eight patients
died of coronavirus in the last
24 hours in Andhra Pradesh,
the highest in a day, taking the
toll to 119 on Tuesday.

Telangana again saw mas-
sive jump in number of cases
by recording 879 new cases and
three deaths, taking its total
tally of cases to 9,553 and total
death count to 220.
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The Chinese marching con-
tingent will also be there besides
many others.  These develop-
ments take place in the backdrop
of more than a month long
stand-off at the Line of Actual
Control (LAC) in Ladakh and

the brawl on June 15 leaving 20
Indian Army personnel dead.
The Defence Ministry denied
reports about Singh’s meeting
with his Chinese counterpart
after Global Times, the Chinese
mouthpiece, reported the pos-
sibility of such a meeting.
“Chinese Defense Minister Wei
Fenghe will attend Russia’s

Victory Day parade in #Moscow
on Wednesday, and likely hold
a meeting with his Indian coun-
terpart Rajnath Singh over
resolving border tensions:
sources,” tweeted Global Times.

A spokesperson of the
Defence Ministry, however,
said there has been no meeting
planned between the two.
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As many as 12 out of 157
sailors undergoing training

at the Navy Training establish-
ment “INS Shivaji” have tested
positive for Covid-19.

“Twelve out of 157 trainee
sailors have been found Covid
positive as on date. Since the
infection is contained to one
particular quarantine block,
the possibility of spread of
infection to other areas/per-
sonnel of the Establishment is
negligible, however, all pre-
cautions have been instituted to
obviate further spread,” a
defence ministry statement
said here late on Tuesday night.

INS Shivaji is a training
establishment of the Indian
Navy, entrusted with the
responsibility of imparting
training in the domain of
Marine Engineering to Officers
and Sailors of the Indian Navy,
Indian Coast Guard and other
friendly foreign navies. “After
the easing of lockdown as per
Unlock 1.0 in the first week of
Jun 2020, a batch of 157 trainee
sailors who were undergoing
training at this Establishment
and were on extended leave
view lockdown, reported back,”
the statement said.
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The Delhi Police has arrested a 36-year-
old man for allegedly planning to kill

a person whom he suspected to have a rela-
tionship with his wife and held him
responsible for his spouse leaving him. 

The accused has been identified as Raj
Kumar, a resident of Najafgarh. Police said
that Rajkumar is found previously involved
in several criminal cases, including mur-
der, attempt to murder, robbery, car-jack-
ing, Excise Act, in Delhi, Haryana and
Uttar Pradesh (UP). 

According to Anto Alphonse, the
Deputy Commissioner of Police (DCP),
Dwarka, on Sunday, information was
received that Rajkumar will come to meet
his associate at Vipin Garden around 4 pm.
Later, a trap was laid and he was appre-
hended at 4.05 pm. 

"Interrogation revealed that Rajkumar

had strained relationship with his wife who
left him in January. He suspected his wife
of having a relationship with one Sachin
Dahiya. Rajkumar held Dahiya responsi-
ble for his wife deserting him," the DCP
said. 

"He planned to kill Dahiya and roped
in Joginder, Sandeep, Naveen and his
brother Pradeep. Jaggu procured weapon
for them and a car was robbed from
Rohtak in Haryana," said the DCP.  

"Before executing their plan, a quar-
rel took place between Jaggu and others,
in which he was killed on February 14 in
Najafgarh area. Sandeep and Pardeep
were already arrested in this case, but Raj
Kumar and Naveen were absconding," said
the DCP. 

"Police has recovered one country-
made pistol and one live cartridge from the
possession of the accused," the DCP
added. 
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Delhi Deputy Chief Minister
Manish Sisodia on Tuesday

wrote to Union Home  Minister
Amit Shah and Lieutenant
Governor Anil Baijal seeking
rollback of new rule under
which every Covid-19 positive
patient has to visit quarantine
centre for clinical assessment,
said, “it is causing inconve-
nience to people.

“I have written a letter to
the Hon'ble L-G requesting
him to rethink about the new
quarantine rules and bring back
the earlier rules and urged L-G
to restore the previous system
of the check-up by the medical
team visiting each patient’s
home and to call an SDMA
meeting,” Sisodia said.

Citing people’s grievances
evolving suffering due to lack of
understanding of new rules set
by the centre pertaining to
home isolation, Sisodia said
people are in major confusion
regarding the new Home
Quarantine rules, adding,” L-G’s
decision to first get a compul-
sory check-up of every Covid
patient at quarantine centres
has made people perplexed.”

Explaining further, he said
that If a person chooses not to
go to Covid centres for a
check-up then police and
administrations are harassing
him or her, People are not anx-
ious about the disease but for
the inconvenience of waiting

in queues outside the quaran-
tine centres,” the Aam Aadmi
Party ( AAP) leader said,”This
new rule is putting
humungous pressure on the
already overburdened ambu-
lance services.”

Sisodia observed that the
biggest problem the people are
facing is that once they test pos-
itive for Covid-19, they have to
get a check-up done at a
Quarantine Centre, even in the
absence of any symptoms. 

“If a person chooses not to
go to the centre, then he is
harassed by repeated phone
calls from the police or the
administration prodding him to
visit a nearby quarantine cen-
tre and get a check-up done.
People are in a state of fear that
if they refuse to go to a quar-
antine centre, then the police
would come to their place and
take them there,” said Sisodia. 

It may be recalled,
Lieutenant Governor Anil
Baijal initially had passed an
order scrapping home isolation
but  a day after he rolled it back
after AAP leader raised concern
in the DDMA meeting.

“This new rule is putting
humungous pressure on the
already overburdened ambu-
lance services,” said Sisodia.
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A44-year-old superviser was
killed after a streetlight

allegedly fell on him while he
was working at a Delhi Metro
construction site in Jagatpur
area on Tuesday. Police said that
the man was employed with one
of DMRC's contractors, work-
ing on the Majlis Park-Maujpur
metro corridor of Phase-4.

The deceased, identified
as Dilip Kumar Chowdhary,
who was working as a site
supervisor. Meanwhile, the
Delhi Metro Rail Corporation
(DMRC), in a statement said,
it will inquire into the incident.

According to a senior
police official, police received
a call at around 12.02 pm from
Trauma Centre about the case.

"The incident took place
when the man, along with a few
others, were conducting a sur-
vey for the project when the
light mast fell on him. He was
rushed to the Trauma Centre

near Kashmere Gate, where he
was declared brought dead,"
said the senior police official.

Meanwhile, Monika
Bhardwaj, the Deputy
Commissioner of Police
(DCP), North district said that
an FIR under section 304 A
(causing death by negligence)
of the Indian Penal Code has
been registered and further
investigation is underway.

In the statement, the
DMRC said Chowdhary
passed away today, after a light
mast placed on the median of
the road near Jagatpur village
fell on him.

He was working as a site
supervisor and was overseeing
the barricade fixing work, as the
contractor was cordoning off
the site for start of viaduct work.
"Prima facie, the light mast
seems to have fallen on its own,
the DMRC officials said in a
statment," adding it will enquire
into the matter to ascertain the
reasons behind the mishap. 
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Women and Child
Development Minister

Rajendra Pal Gautam con-
ducted a surprise inspection of
all shelter homes and observa-
tional homes on Tuesday.

During inspection, the
minister found that children
are getting good facilities in all
the homes. Special attention is
being given towards cleanli-
ness. 

“Isolation ward was also
made in Nari Niketan, where
13 girls are being kept now,” the
government said in a statement.

“The Children's Home for
Girls currently houses 90 girls.
Minister Rajendra Pal Gautam
said "To ensure that incidents
like Uttar Pradesh and Bihar
don't happen, regular checks
and surprise inspections, is
mandatory in all the institutions.
Strict instructions have been
issued to all senior officers to
keep strong vigilance on anyone

coming inside the home, espe-
cially males," the minister said.

Gautam also said "I am
very happy to see that children
are making such a huge con-
tribution in fighting this pan-
demic. They are making masks
for our Carona warriors such as
our police personnel and BSF
jawans who are at the frontline
in our fight against COVID-19.
They are also making good
quality surgical masks for coro-
na warriors,”. 

"The children living in our
shelters are provided with a
home-like atmosphere by the
Delhi government.  Their
health, hygiene, food and enter-
tainment all are being taken
care of by the staff,” he added.

The cabinet minister also
inspected the quality of food in
all the homes. He tasted the
food and found the quality up
to the mark. Overall, the min-
ister was satisfied with all the
arrangements in the shelter
homes, it said.   
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For faster Covid-19 test
results, the Gurugram dis-

trict is going to start using the
Indian Council of Medical
Research (ICMR)-approved
rapid antigen kit test soon.

Gurugram Health
Department has received
8,000 kits and with this kit, the
entire testing the process took
about 15 minutes to produce
a test report.

“Rapid Antigen Detection
Test Kit will examine potential
patients of corona infection in
15 minutes and if any patient
report comes negative via this
kit we will again conduct a
sample test by RT-PCR
method to confirm that the
test report. The biggest advan-
tage of this kit that we will
detect corona positive patients
in just 15 minutes,” Civil
Surgeon Dr Virendra Yadav.

Meanwhile, a several
teams have been appointed by
the district Health
Department in separate shifts.
Duty of 7 Lab Technicians, a
pathologist, a microbiologist,
Covid microbiologist and data
entry operators have been
engaged for this task.

Also, around 250 samples
of suspected corona patients
are being taken by the gov-
ernment health staff on a
daily basis. “Testing is also
being done in the private labs
authorised in the district,
whose rates have recently been
reduced to �2,400 by the state
Government,” Yadav added.

Apart from this, Three
more coronavirus patients
died on Tuesday in Gurugram,
taking the district's total death
toll to 69, the highest in any
district in Haryana. Besides,
133 new cases were reported
in the district while 117
patients were recovered on
Tuesday.

Gurugram has registered
4,645 cases so far in areas
falling under different loca-
tions, including 39 who died
due to comorbidities and
remaining 30 without comor-
bidities.

"In the district around
2,743 patients have been cured
and discharged. Gurugram

now has 1,833 active cases,
including 1,255 in-home iso-
lation. Remaining 409 patients
are admitted in private, gov-
ernment and Covid care cen-
tres in the district," Yadav
said. The Health official said
that a majority of corona cases
are coming from containment
zones where the situation
remains precarious.

Meanwhile, Gurugram
now has 108 containment
zones and an equal number of
buffer zones in the district
after a review meeting at the
Mini-Secretariat which was
chaired by District Magistrate
Amit Khatri.

The number of contain-
ment zones in the district has
increased to 108 from 98. In
which 100 containment zones
have been set up in Gurugram
block, 4 in Pataudi and 3 in
Sohna and one in
Farrukhnagar. Thus a total of
98 containment zones have
been made in the district.

"We have 36 hospitals in
the district where Covid
patients are admitted. We have
since added seven more hos-
pitals to the list. Each private
hospital has 25% beds
reserved for Covid patients,"
Yadav added.
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The Delhi Police has arrest-
ed two men for allegedly

opening fire at a man after a
quarrel broke out between
them over non-payment of
rent in southeast Delhi's
Shaheen Bagh area. 

Police said that the inci-
dent, which took place on
Sunday, was a result of an
ongoing dispute between
Faizan Ali, who is a landlord,
and his tenant Mohsin over
non-payment of rent, they said.

Faizan Ali's two sons
Shadiyab Ali and Faizyab Ali
and their friends and Mohsin's
four friends and a brother
were also involved during the
scuffle, police said.

One of Mohsin's friends,
identified as Mussamin, was
injured after Faizyab Ali
allegedly opened fire at him,
police added.

Police said that the land-
lord's son, Shadiyab Ali, and his
associate, identified as Saif

(20), were arrested for their
alleged involvement in the
scuffle from their residence on
Monday, while other accused
are absconding. 

According to R P Meena,
the Deputy Commissioner of
Police (DCP), Southeast dis-
trict, the incident took place at
a house in Nai Basti, Abul Fazal
Enclave in southeast Delhi's
Shaheen Bagh area.

"Mohsin had been staying
on rent at their flat for about
two years and since last three-
four months, he had not been
paying the rent. The exact
amount of pending rent was
not known," said the DCP. 

"Around 8 pm on Sunday,
Faizan Ali's two daughters
went to meet Mohsin at the
rented flat and told him to
either clear the rent or vacate
the room. On this, Mohsin
called his friends and a broth-
er. In the meantime, the land-
lord's two sons Shadiyab Ali
and Faizyab Ali, who is
absconding, along with their

friend Saif also reached there,"
said the DCP. 

"During a heated argu-
ment, a scuffle broke out
between the two parties, in
which, Faizyab Ali, who had a
country-made pistol, opened
fire at Mussamin," said the
DCP.

Mussamin was taken to
Holy Family Hospital for treat-
ment and his condition is sta-
ble, he said.

An FIR was registered
under section 307 (attempt to
murder) and 34 (acts done by
several people in furtherance of
common intention) of the
Indian Penal Code (IPC) and
section 27 of the Arms Act, the
DCP added.

While accused Shadiyab
Ali is a graduate in Hotel
Management, his associate Saif
is a first year student of phar-
macy, police said, adding that
both of them have no previous
involvements. Police is trying to
trace the other absconding
accused.
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After four employees of New Delhi
Municipal Council (NDMC)

tested positive for Covid-19 this
week, the civic body has sealed the
building housing its office in Gole
Market for 48 hours.

This is the second time the
building was sealed due to a surge in
positive cases of Covid-19. “At least
10 cases have been traced from the
same building till now. The decision
to seal the building was taken to pre-
vent further spread of the virus,” a
senior official said.

“One official from the com-
merce department, one from tax and
two non - medical employees of
Palika Kendra dispensary was tested
positive on Monday,” he said.

“Three were tested positive for
Covid-19 on June 19th, nine on June
20, 15 on June 21 and 12 on Monday,”
he said. Ninety one employees have
tested Corona positive in the coun-
cil. Out of which 12 recovered and
five died. Seventy four cases are still
active, he added. The antigen testing
for covid19 is ongoing at NDMC
Physiotherapy Centre situated at
Sarojini Nagar since 19th June. The
Indian Council of Medical Research
had approved one more kind of test
for diagnosis of Covid-19.

New Delhi: Delhi Police on Tuesday
welcomed Madhu Vihar SHO Rajeev
Kumar after he recovered from
COVID-19 infection, officials said.

He was received at the police sta-
tion by Assistant Sub-Inspector,
Madhu Vihar, Vijay Kumar, along with
other staff members, they said.

A red carpet was placed at the
entrance of the police station and
‘dhols' were beaten to welcome
Inspector Raveev as he reported for
duty, the officials said.

The staff members then present-
ed him flower bouquets and garlands,
they said.

According to police, Kumar had
tested COVID-19 positive on May 27,
after getting exposed to the virus at a
screening centre in west Vinod Nagar.

“I had fever and some throat
problem on May 23. On May 25, I

gave sample which came positive for
the virus on May 27. I was in home
quarantine and have joined my duty
today,” Rajeev told PTI.

Later, the SHO tweeted: "#life
brings #tears, #smiles, and #memories:
the tears dry, the smile fades, but the
memories #Live on #Forever. Today
I joined the duty along with 5 other
#CoronaWarriors of PS #MadhuVihar
defeating #coronavirus.”

Total 10 staff members — one
inspector, three assistant sub-inspec-
tors, three head constables, two con-
stables and one-woman constable —
of Madhu Vihar police station had
tested for the virus.

Out of them, seven joined duty on
Tuesday and three others —- one ASI
and two head constables — are yet to
resume their duties, a  senior police
officer said. PTI
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A38-year-old woman was
allegedly raped inside a

room of the Delhi’s Rouse
Avenue Court by a staffer.
Police said that the incident was
reported on Monday following
which the accused was also
arrested.

According to a senior
police official, on June 22, a
police control room (PCR) call
was received that a woman had
been raped on Rouse Avenue
Court premises by a person
who is a court staff.

"In her statement, the
woman alleged that the
accused, who is a court staff,
raped her inside a room of the
Rouse Avenue Court," said the
senior police official adding
that a medical examination
has been done.

"A case has been registered
at the IP Estate police station
and the accused has been
arrested," said the senior police
official.
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Delhi on Tuesday broke all
its previous records of sin-

gle-day corona spike with 3,947
new cases registered in the last
24 hours, taking the count to
66,602.

So far, 39,313 patients have
recovered as per State health
department’s database.

“With 68 more fatalities in
past 24 hours, the death toll has
touched 2,301,” an official from

Delhi State Health Department
said.

24,988 cases are active, he
added.

The official said, “16,952
tests have been done in past 24
hours, in total, 4,01,648 tests
have been conducted in city
with 21,139 test per million.”

Delhi has 261 containment
zones. 6,264 beds have been
occupied and 7,125 are vacant
and 12,963 patients are home
quarantined.
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�� New Delhi: The Delhi High

Court on Tuesday granted bail
to Safoora Zargar, the pregnant
Jamia student who was arrested
under anti-terror law UAPA in
a case related to communal vio-
lence in northeast Delhi during
protests against the Citizenship
Amendment Act, as Solicitor
General Tushar Mehta did not
oppose the court's decision on
humanitarian grounds.

At the outset, Mehta, repre-
senting Delhi Police, submitted
that Zargar can be released on
regular bail on humanitarian
grounds and the decision has
not been taken on merits of the
case and should not be made a
precedent.

Justice Rajiv Shakdher, who
conducted the hearing through
video conferencing, released
Zargar, who is 23-week preg-
nant, on bail on furnishing a per-
sonal bond of Rs 10,000 and
surety of the like amount.

The court said she shall not
indulge in any activity for which
she is being investigated and
shall not hamper or interfere

with the on-going investigation
or influence the witnesses.

It also said that in case
Zargar needs to travel, she has
to seek permission from the trial
court and will remain in touch
with the investigating officer of
the case over mobile phone
once in 15 days.

Mehta, who was briefed by
advocates Amit Mahajan and
Rajat Nair, said the order which
is based on concession shall not
be cited or treated as a precedent
in any other case.

“Without in any manner
conceding to the factual asser-
tions and legal submissions
made by the petitioner and
without in any manner diluting
the contents and submissions
made in the reply filed thereto
and without making it a prece-
dent either in on-going investi-
gations or any other investiga-
tion, purely on humanitarian
ground, the prosecution agrees
if the petitioner is released on
regular bail,” said the statement
read out in the court by Mehta
and Additional Solicitor General

Aman Lekhi.
Mehta also urged the court

to impose certain bail conditions
on the accused woman.

Advocate Nitya
Ramakrishnan, representing
Zargar, said she has no difficul-
ty with the statement made by
the Solicitor General.

The court made it clear
that the order is not passed on
merits and it be not treated as
precedent.

On Monday, Mehta had
sought a day's time to take
instructions on the issue.

Delhi Police, in its status
report, opposed Zargar's bail
plea saying a clear and cogent
case has been made out against
her as such she is not entitled to
bail in view of grave and serious
offences which have been metic-
ulously and surreptitiously
planned and executed by her.

The police said there is
strong, cogent, reliable and suf-
ficient material available proving
the direct involvement of Zargar,
M Phil student of Jamia Millia
Islamia University. PTI
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New Delhi: The Delhi High
Court on Tuesday gave the
AAP Government four more
weeks to indicate its stand on a
PIL alleging that the Delhi
Minorities Commission (DMC)
Act was unconstitutional.

A bench of Chief Justice D
N Patel and Justice Prateek
Jalan granted the additional
time sought by the Delhi gov-
ernment and listed the matter
for hearing on July 30.

The high court on May 21
had given the Delhi government
time till June 22 to file a reply
to the challenge to the consti-
tutionality of the DMC Act.

On Tuesday, the Delhi gov-
ernment counsel sought more
time saying law department
was functioning at low strength
due to COVID-19 pandemic
and therefore, the reply could
not be finalised.

While granting time to the
Delhi government to file its
reply, the bench made it clear
that the prayer, in the petition,
for removal of DMC chairper-
son Zafarul Islam Khan from
his post was dealt with on May
21 and disposed of with a direc-
tion to the Delhi government to
take a decision within two
weeks.

The court said it was now
only concerned with the chal-
lenge to the constitutional vires
of the DMC Act.

Advocate Dhananjai Jain,
appearing for petitioner Vikram
Gahlot, said the two weeks
given by the court were long
over and no action has been
taken by the Delhi govern-
ment.

The Delhi government
counsel told the bench that
Khan's replies, in relation to an

allegedly objectionable social
media post by him, have been
received by the law depart-
ment where it is pending con-
sideration.

The Lieutenant Governor
had on April 30 directed the
administrative department of
the Delhi government to initi-
ate action against Khan under
Section 4 of DMC Act in con-
nection with the social media
post.

The section provides for
removal of the DMC chairper-
son after giving him a proper
hearing.

Khan, a social worker, had
contended that the Delhi
Legislative Assembly did not
have the powers to enact the
DMC Act and therefore, the
statute be declared ultra vires of
the Constitution and struck
down. PTI
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With twenty fresh cases
reported last week, the

number of people suffering
from dengue in the national
Capital has reached 54. Two
new cases of malaria also
reported in a week, taking the
total number to 52 this year.

According to data provided
by municipal corporations out of
total dengue cases, 20 patients
who diagnosed with the disease
belong to Delhi while 23 patients
traced here were from different
states and other 11 patients did
not provide their address.

Meanwhile, mosquito-
breeding has been reported in at
least 8312 households in Delhi
and 7715 legal notices have
been issued this year, according
to data released by the South

Delhi Municipal Corporation
(SDMC). The dengue breeding
checkers have checked 6270989
houses and also issued challans
to 90 numbers of office and res-
idential premises till June 21.

A senior SDMC official
said that all the preventive
steps have been taken to reduce
the cases. “The key to preven-
tion of Dengue is ensuring
there is no clean stagnant water
in homes and around, which
does not allow the Aedes mos-
quitoes to breed, and therefore
dengue cannot spread,” he said.

Dengue mosquito larvae
breed in clear, standing water
while those of malaria mos-
quito thrive even in dirty water.
Doctors have advised people to
take precautions and ensure
that there is no breeding of
mosquito larvae around them.
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New Delhi: The mayoral elec-
tions for the three municipal
corporations in Delhi are slat-
ed to be held on Wednesday,
officials said.

However, the exercise will
be a mere formality, as the
three BJP candidates for the
posts of mayors and deputy
mayors are set to be elected
unopposed.

Jai Prakash (North Delhi),
Nirmal Jain (East Delhi),
Anamika Mithlesh (South
Delhi) are the candidates for
the mayoral posts of the three
corporations.

This is perhaps the first
time when the mayoral elec-
tions for three civic bodies
NDMC, SDMC and EDMC,
would be held on the same day.

Prakash is currently the
chairman of the standing com-
mittee of the North Delhi
Municipal Corporation.

The last date to file nom-
inations for the elections was
June 17.

For a new South Delhi
mayor the exercise will take
place in the morning, for
North Delhi mayor in the
afternoon and then for East
Delhi mayor.

All safety protocols will be
followed, a senior civic official
said.

Seats in the main House
have been marked to signify
social distancing and media-
persons shall sit in the visitors'
gallery, the official said. PTI
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Noting that the people have
upped the ante against the

Narendra Modi Government
over his grave mishandling of
economic, social and security
aspects of the country,
Congress president Sonia
Gandhi on Tuesday said that
while the future is yet to unfold,
she hoped that mature diplo-
macy and decisive leadership
will guide Centre’s actions in
protecting the country’s eco-
nomic, social and territorial
integrity.

At the virtual Congress
Working Committee (CWC)
meeting, Sonia also noted that
the mismanagement of the
pandemic will be recorded as
one of the most disastrous fail-
ures of the Modi Government.
Sonia held Modi and team
mismanagement responsible
for the widespread misery, fear,
and danger to the security and
territorial integrity of the coun-
try.

While former Congress
president Rahul Gandhi, who
has been taking on Modi every-

day, again hit out at Prime
Minister over the India-China
face-off, former Prime Minister
Manmohan Singh echoed the
party’s view on China saying
that the situation can turn
serious if not tackled properly.

“The pandemic is not
being tackled with the courage
and magnitude and effort
needed to tackle the crisis.
Another instance is the crisis
on the border, which if not
tackled firmly, can lead to a
serious situation. I also endorse
Soniaji’s remarks,” Singh, who
had attacked the Centre a day
earlier on the China LAC cri-
sis, said. 

Rahul  said that PM Modi
destroyed our position”,
“betrayed our Army” by
accepting China’s stand that
they occupied no Indian land.

Sonia highlighted the
issues pertaining to the
COVID-19 pandemic and the
economy, saying “Misfortunes
do not come singly.” 

“India has been hit by a ter-
rible economic crisis, a pan-
demic of huge proportions
and, now, by a full-blown cri-
sis on the borders with China.

Much of each crisis is attribut-
able to the mismanagement of
the BJP-led NDA government
and the wrong policies pursued
by it,” she said.

“We urge upon the

Government that peace, calm
and the restoration of the sta-
tus quo ante along the LAC be
the only guiding principles in
our national interest,” Sonia
said in her opening remarks at

the CWC meeting.
She said that while the

undeniable fact is that since
April-May, Chinese troops have
committed brazen transgres-
sions into Indian territory in

Pangong Tso Lake area and the
Galwan Valley, Ladakh, “True
to its character, the government
is in denial”.

“The intrusion was detect-
ed and reported on May five,

2020. Instead of a resolution,
the situation deteriorated
rapidly and there were violent
clashes on June 15-16,” said the
Congress president, remarking
that the prime minister was
called out when he announced
that “no one had intruded
into Indian territory in
Ladakh”.

After the BJP accused
Congress of politicising the
LAC issue following respons-
es by senior party leaders
including former Prime
Minister Manmohan Singh,
the Congress chief said, “On
matters of national security
and territorial integrity, the
nation has always stood
together and this time too,
there is no second opinion.
The Congress party was the
first to offer its total support to
the Armed Forces and the
Government.”

She also attacked the
Government over the increase
in prices of petrol and diesel,
saying it had added insult to
injury by raising the petroleum
rates for 17 consecutive days at
a time when world prices of
crude have fallen.

“The result is that a sliding
economy is now hurtling
towards a recession for the first
time in 42 years,” she said,
adding that this would lead to
high unemployment, falling
incomes and wages, and lower
investment. 

Criticising the
Government's handling of the
pandemic, Sonia Gandhi said
that within weeks of the impo-
sition of the lockdown, it was
apparent that the government
was totally unprepared to man-
age its fallout.

“The result was the great-
est humanitarian crisis wit-
nessed since 1947-48. Millions
of migrant or guest workers,
daily wage earners and self-
employed were devastated. 130
million jobs are estimated to
have been lost. Crores of
MSMEs have been shut, per-
haps forever,” she said.

“The promised ‘peak’ is
nowhere in sight. The Centre
has passed the buck to the state
governments, but given them
zero extra finances. Actually,
the people have been left to
protect themselves as best as
possible,” Sonia said.
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Making a pincer attack
against top Congress

leaders Sonia Gandhi and
Rahul Gandhi, the BJP on
Tuesday accused them of
engaging in a “conspiracy” to
bring down the morale of the
armed forces even as the coun-
try “stands unitedly” against
Chinese moves on the Line of
Control (LAC).

Reiterating Prime Minister
Narendra Modi’s assertion  that
“not a single inch” of land has
been surrendered, BJP nation-
al spokesman Sambit Patra
said “I want to make it clear
that while India has not sur-
rendered even one inch of ” of

land on the border, Congress
has surrendered its shame”.

“It is very unfortunate”,
Patra went on to add. BJP
spokesperson said Congress
has been “chanting” every
morning about surrender of
land by India when China has
“not seized our land”. He was
quick to remind the Congress
that “there are legacy issues like
surrender of 43,000 Sqkm of
land to China  during Congress
rule.

“You are very bitter , why
does Congress derive a sadis-
tic pleasure in saying that
Indian army has surrendered
, PM is weak and surrender-
ing ..Congress is feeling sadis-
tic pleasure ... it is a conspir-
acy”, charged Patra and went

hammer and tongs to attack
Sonia and Rahul.

“ek Hindi serial hain Sas,
bahu aur sajish..”, he said
referr toing  a popular Hindi
television sop portraying
family drama and then went
on comparing that with the
10, Janpath, saying “Ma, beta
aur sajish... ma, beta aur
China”. Patra said the current
stance of Congress is an
attempt to “ relaunch the
falling career of  Crown
prince Rahul” by encashing
what Congress leaders keep
repeating as “unfortunate
developments”.  BJP
spokesperson also quoted late
Arun Jaitley as calling Rahul
a “ clown prince”.

On Congress Working

Committee’s comment that
“misfortune do not come
singly”, Patra said “Soniaji,
Congress plays politics on
misfortunes , you attacked
Prime Minister on
Coronavirus pandemic and
on China..you are breaking
morale of coronavirus war-
riors like you are doing of
army personnel”, he alleged
and asked whether “surrender
of 43,000 sqkm land to China
was not a misfortune ?”

He accused the Congress
president of “playing politics
on National Security”.

BJP leader said post-coro-
na Modi-Government’s eco-
nomic package was 10 per
cent of the Gross Domestic
Product. 
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The Association for
Democratic Reforms

(ADR) on Tuesday said that
around 44 per cent of the 62
Rajya Sabha members elected
this year have different crimi-
nal cases registered against
them, including 11 (18 per
cent) who are accused of seri-
ous crimes like murder, attempt
to murder, rape, dacoity and
theft and are connected to
leading parties like the BJP,
Congress, NCP, YSRCP and
TMC.

Of the 62 MPs, 16 (26 per
cent) have declared other
criminal cases against them-
selves, 11 MPs facing serious
charges, one has declared a
case of murder against him,
two have declared attempt-to-
murder cases, and three face
cases of  cr imes against
women. Out of these three
MPs, one has declared rape
charge against him.

The ADR has analysed
the self declared poll affidavits
of 62 newly elected Rajya
Sabha members. Those with
criminal cases include two (11
per cent) out of 18 BJP MPs,
three (33 per cent) of the nine
Congress MPs, two (100 per
cent) of the 2 Nationalist
Congress Party (NCP) MPs,
two (50 per cent) of four
YSRCP MPs, one MP each
from AITC (25 per cent),
BJD (25 per cent), DMK (33
per cent), RJD (50 per cent),
JDU (50 per cent), RPI-A
(100 per cent)  and
Independent (100 per cent).

Those facing criminal
charges state-wise are four of
the seven (57 per cent) MPs
from Maharashtra, two out of

5 (40 per cent) MPs from
Bihar, one out of six (17 per
cent) MPs from Tamil Nadu,
one out of five (20 per cent)
MPs from West Bengal, two
out of four (50 per cent) from
Andhra Pradesh and one out
of four (25 per cent) MPs
from Gujarat.

The figures for other
states are: One out of four (25
per cent) MPs from Odisha,
one out of three (33 per cent)
MPs from Madhya Pradesh,
one out of three (33 per cent)
MPs from Assam, one out of
three (33 per cent) MPs from
Rajasthan, and one out of two
(50 per cent) MPs from
Jharkhand.

Out of the 62 newly elect-
ed MPs, 52 (84 per cent) are
crorepatis. Alla Ayodhya
Rami Reddy of the YSR
Congress with assets valued at
�25,77,75,79,180 is the rich-
est.

Parimal Nathwani of the
YSR Congress with assets val-
ued at �3,96,83,96,198 is the
second r ichest ,  whi le
Jyotiraditya Scindia of the
BJP with assets valued at Rs
3,79,03,29,144 is the third
richest.

Maharaja Sanajaoba
Leishemba of the BJP has the
least assets pegged at Rs
5,48,594. Ashok Gasti of the
BJP with assets  of  Rs
19,40,048 is the second-low-
est in the list, while Arpita
Ghosh of the TMC with assets
totalling �23,89,913 is the
third-lowest.

As many as 30 (48 per
cent) MPs are aged between
31 and 60 while 32 (52 per
cent) MPs are aged between
61 and 90.

The oldest MP is Janata
Dal-Secular leader from
Karnataka and former Prime
Minister H.D. Devegowda at
87. The youngest MP is
Mausam Noor, aged 40, from
West Bengal. Out of the 62
newly elected MPs, only 8 (13
per cent) are women.
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For the first time since
Independence, Muslims

from India will not travel to
Saudi Arabia for Haj 2020 after
the kingdom conveyed that
pilgrims should not be sent this
year in the wake of the coron-
avirus pandemic. The Centre
will refund the entire amount
of Haj applicants through direct
benefit transfer mode.

Minority Affairs Minister
Mukhtar Abbas Naqvi
announced the decision on
Tuesday after Saudi Arabia's
Haj and Umrah Minister
Mohammad Saleh bin Taher
Benten telephoned him on
Monday and suggested not to
send pilgrims from India for
Haj this year.

Saudi Arabia said it has
barred international visitors
from making the Islamic pil-
grimage, in a bid to control the
coronavirus pandemic.

Naqvi said 2,13,000 appli-
cations had been received for
Haj 2020 and the process to
refund the full amount of
money deposited by the appli-
cants without any deduction
has been started immediately.

The money will be refund-
ed through online Direct
Benefit Transfer mode into
bank accounts of applicants, he
said.

More than 2,300 women
had applied to perform Haj
without mehram (male com-
panion) this year and now
they will be allowed to go for
Haj in 2021 on the basis of their
application this year. Besides
them, more women, who apply
to go for Haj without Mehram
next year, will also be facilitat-
ed, he said.

A total of 3,040 women
have performed Haj after the
Narendra Modi Government
ensured that Muslim women
can perform Haj without
mehram in 2018, Naqvi said,
adding that a total of 2 lakh
Indian Muslims had per-
formed Haj in 2019, about 50
per cent of them being
women.

In a statement, Saudi
Arabia''s Ministry of Haj and
Umrah said that due to coro-
navirus pandemic and the
risks of it spreading in crowd-
ed spaces and large gatherings,
it has been decided that Haj
for this year will be held
whereby a “very limited num-

ber” of pilgrims from various
nationalities who already
reside in Saudi Arabia, would
be able to perform it.  

“This decision is taken to
ensure Haj is performed in a
safe manner from a public
health perspective while
observing all preventative
measures and the necessary
social distancing protocols,”
the statement said.

Naqvi said honouring the
decision of the Saudi govern-
ment because of serious chal-
lenges of the coronavirus pan-
demic and keeping in mind
the health and well-being of
the people, it was decided
that Muslims from India will
not go to Saudi Arabia to per-
form Haj this year.

The entire world is facing
challenges from the coron-
avirus pandemic and Saudi
Arabia has also been affected
by it, he noted.

Haj 2020 is proposed in
the period between late July
and early August

The Haj is one of the five
pillars of Islam which every
Muslim is required to com-
plete at least once in their life-
time if they are healthy enough
and have the means to do so.

��"����!0����� '03��0:�5

Unusually-reduced human
mobility triggered by

Covid-19 pandemic is prompt-
ing the wildlife world into
behaving unusually: like lions
prowling on the streets in
Gujarat or dolphins showing up
on the harbour of Trisete, Italy.

Now, wildlife biologists
will keep a track on their
movements, behaviour and
stress levels, before, during
and after the Coronavirus-
induced lockdown with the
aid of electronic gadget bio-
loggers to be attached on them.

Global wildlife biologists
have joined hands to form the
“Covid-19 Bio-Logging
Initiative” to investigate and
integrate results from a wide
variety of animals, including

fish, birds and mammals, in an
attempt to build a global pic-
ture of lockdown effects.

In an article published in
Nature Ecology & Evolution,
the biologist noted that in
some areas, there not only
seem to be more animals than
usual, but there are also some
surprising visitors like lions
have been spotted prowling the
streets and dolphins recently
showed up in untypically calm
waters in the harbour of Trieste,
Italy.

“For other species, the pan-
demic may have created new
challenges. For example, some
urban-dwelling animals, like
gulls, rats or monkeys, may
struggle to make ends meet
without access to human food.”

The article's lead author,
Professor Christian Rutz, a

biologist at the University of St
Andrews, UK, and President of
the International Bio-Logging
Society, explained: “All over the
world, field biologists have fit-
ted animals with miniature
tracking devices. These bio-log-
gers provide a goldmine of
information on animal move-
ment and behaviour, which
we can now tap to improve our
understanding of human-
wildlife interactions, with ben-
efits for all.”

Dr Francesca Cagnacci,
Senior Researcher at the
Edmund Mach Foundation in
Trento, Italy, and Principal
Investigator of the
Euromammals research net-
work, says: “The international
research community respond-
ed quickly to our recent call for
collaboration, offering over

200 datasets for analysis.”
So, what do the scientists

hope to learn? Dr Matthias-
Claudio Loretto, a Marie
Skodowska-Curie Fellow at the
Max Planck Institute of Animal
Behavior in Radolfzell,
Germany, explains that it will
be possible to address previ-
ously intractable questions:
“We will be able to investigate
if the movements of animals in
modern landscapes are pre-
dominantly affected by built
structures, or by the presence
of humans. That is a big deal.”

These insights will in turn
inspire innovative proposals
for improving human-wildlife
coexistence, according to
Professor Martin Wikelski,
Director of the Max Planck
Institute of Animal Behavior in
Radolfzell, Germany.
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As against the global aver-
age of 6.04, India has

one Covid-19 death per lakh
population, which is one of
the lowest mortality rates in
the world, the Union Health
Ministry claimed on Tuesday
attributing it to timely detec-
tion of cases, extensive con-
tact tracing and effective clin-
ical management.

Citing the WHO
Situation Report 154 dated
June 22, the Ministry said the
United Kingdom has regis-
tered 63.13 coronavirus-relat-
ed fatalities per lakh popula-
tion, while in Spain it is
60.60, Italy 57.19, the US
36.30, Germany 27.32, Brazil
23.68 and Russia 5.62. Till
date, 14,011 people have died
in India due to the viral infec-
tion.

The total number of coro-
navirus cases in India has
crossed 4.50 lakh mark with
over 2.50 lakh already recov-

ered from the infection.
On Monday,  the

Government had pointed out
that the rate of Covid-19
cases per 1,00,000 people in
India is "one of the lowest" in
the world despite the high
population density, and the
recovery rate has now reached
almost 56 percent.

An off icial  from the
Ministry said that for every

one 1,00,000 population,
there are 30.04 coronavirus
cases in India, while the glob-
al average is over three times
at 114.67, the ministry said.

"This low figure is thus a
testimony to the graded, pre-
emptive and pro-active
approach the Government
along with the states and UTs
took for prevention, contain-
ment and management of

COVID-19,"  the of f icer
added.

He said Russia has 400.82
cases per 1,00,000 people,
while Italy, Canada, Iran and
Turkey have 393.52, 268.98,
242.82 and 223.53, respec-
tively.

“The difference between
the recovered patients and the
active COVID-19 cases con-
tinues to widen. Today, the
number of recovered patients
has crossed the number of
active patients by 62,808,”
the ministry added.

The Covid-19 testing
infrastructure is “continu-
ously being ramped up” and
number of government labs
has been increased to 723 and
the private labs to 262, adding
up to a total of 985, it said.

According to the Indian
Council of Medical Research,
the samples tested in the last
24 hours has further
increased to 1,87,223. The
total number tested, as on
date, is 71,37,716.
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The Enforcement Directorate
(ED) on Tuesday conducted

searches at multiple locations,
including at the premises of sus-
pended AAP councillor Tahir
Hussain, in a money laundering
probe relating to the Delhi riots
earlier this year.

Officials said at least six
premises in the national capital
and adjoining Noida and few
other locations in the national
capital region were searched
during the day.

The searches were con-
ducted in order to gather addi-
tional evidence in the case, they
said.

In March, the agency had
booked suspended Aam Aadmi
Party (AAP) councillor Hussain,
Islamist group Popular Front of
India (PFI) and some others on
charges of money laundering
and alleged funding of the riots
here in February.

Offices of Hussain located in
Northeast Delhi were also
searched by the ED. The agency
is probing the allegation that
Hussain and persons linked to
him laundered about �1.10
crore, by using purported shell
or dummy companies, to fuel
the anti-CAA protests and the
subsequent riots.

The Delhi Police last week
had filed two charge sheets
against Hussain in a case relat-
ed to communal violence dur-
ing protests against the
Citizenship (Amendment) Act
(CAA) in Northeast Delhi in
February and another in the
murder case of Intelligence
Bureau (IB) official Ankit
Sharma.

The ED filed the PMLA
cases after taking cognisance of
the Delhi police FIRs against
Hussian who is also facing
charges under the stringent
anti-terror law, Unlawful
Activities (Prevention) Act
(UAPA).

Communal clashes broke
out in Northeast Delhi on
February 24 after clashes
between citizenship law sup-
porters and protesters spiralled
out of control leaving at least 53
people dead and around 200
others injured. 

The PFI is also under the
scanner of the ED for alleged
money laundering during the
riots. 

The PFI is also facing anoth-
er PMLA case for allegedly
routing about �120 crore to
fuel anti-CAA riots in the coun-
try and the agency has ques-
tioned about half-a-dozen office
bearers of the outfit. 
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Uttar Pradesh Chief
Minister Yogi Adityanath

has asked officials to set up
Covid-19 help desks in every
police station, hospital, revenue
office, development block in
the state.

The Covid-19 help desks
will remain functional from
morning to evening. According
to a government spokesman,
the help desks will provide all
possible information related to
the pandemic and help people.

The chief minister has
asked officials to submit a list
of help desks to him at the ear-
liest. Chief Medical Officers
(CMO) in every district have
been asked to cooperate in set-
ting up the help desks.

Lucknow: Leader of
Opposition in Uttar Pradesh
Assembly and senior
Samajwadi Party leader Ram
Govind Chaudhary has tested
positive for Coronavirus.

Chaudhary (67) is the sec-
ond SP leader to test coron-
avirus positive. Former MP
Dharmendra Yadav had tested
corona positive earlier this
month and he has fully recov-
ered now.

According to sources close
to the leader, he had been suf-
fering from fever since the past
two days and had been admit-
ted to Medanta hospital where
his sample testing was done.

After the results showed
him corona positive, the SP
leader was shifted to the Sanjay
Gandhi Post Graduate Institute
of Medical Sciences
(SGPGIMS) on Tuesday 
morning. IANS
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Aninth-class dropout fraud-
ster cheating people

promising them jobs and offer-
ing transfer to Government
employees has been taken into
custody by the Kerala Police
and he is cooling his heels in
Kozhikode prison.

The shocking news is that
Arun Raveendranath (36) hail-
ing from Kottayam district in
Kerala has been using a fake
identity card belonging to the
high security and elite Defence
Research And Development
Organisation (DRDO) for the
last five years. 

Since he was flashing the
identity card of the DRDO, the
gullible victims  did not think
twice when he approached the,
with offers of job placement

and transfer to the places of
their choice.

But his luck ran out in the
last week of May when his in-
laws approached the 
DRDO with complaints that
Arun, who had married their
daughter taking a hefty amount
and jewellery as dowry had dis-
carded his wife and has been
missing for months. 

The DRDO officials were
taken aback when they found
that there was nobody by that
name in any of the offices or
laboratories of the  establish-
ment and they have not issued
an identity card bearing that
name and number.

The DRDO also intimated
the Kerala Police which took
Arun into custody and on
questioning he spilled the
beans about his modus

operandi. 
The DRDO card had

helped him to open new
avenues like friendship with
union ministers and leaders of
the party in power in Delhi as
well as in Kerala. 

Since the issue was related
to the sensitive DRDO, the offi-
cials of the country’s premier
research institute too grilled
Arun for hours and collected
the details of his victims as  well
as style of operation.

The Police was in for a
shock when it came across
many letter heads of the 
UPSC bearing seals and pur-
portedly written and signed by
Arun informing candidates
that they have been 
selected for interviews for posts
advertised by the 
Commission.
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Tamil Nadu Police
which had earned

good reputation over the
last four months through
committed service put up
by its personnel 
found itself in the eye of a
storm on Tuesday follow-
ing the death of two
traders who were taken
into custody in the night of
June 19.

P Jeyaraaj (63) a tim-
ber trader of Sathankulam
in Thoothukudi district
was taken into custody by
the police late Friday night
for not downing the shut-
ters of his shop even after
the customary deadline of
9 pm.  

He was taken to the
police station while his
son J Fenix (31) who
owned a mobile phone
shop in the town rushed to
the police station and
protested against detaining
of his father.

It is reported that this
led to altercation between
the father-son duo and
the police went berserk
and attacked them. Later

in the night, the police
remanded both the father
and son under sections
188, 269, 294(b), 353 and
506(2) of IPC and shifted
them to the sub-jail at
Kovilpatti.

Local media quoted
sources close to Jeyaraaj as
saying that they were beat-
en severely by the cops and
this resulted in the death of
Fenix. Jeyaraj who com-
plained of respiratory
problems was rushed to
Kovilpatti general hospital
where he too succumbed
without responding to
treatment.

The traders in
Sattankulam, Kovipatti
and other towns in the dis-
trict downed the shutters
on Tuesday and staged
demonstrations con-
demning the police bru-
tality.  

Thoothukudi MP
Kanimozhi had urged the
district collector Sandeep
Nanduri to initiate severe
action against the police
personnel involved in the
alleged attack and recom-
mend suitable compensa-
tion for the family mem-
bers of the deceased.
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Situation in Kerala is serious
according to Chief Minister

Pinarayi Vijayan on Tuesday.
The State on Tuesday diag-
nosed 141 persons with Covid-
19, the highest number to be
tested positive on a single day
since the coronavirus case was
first detected in Kerala for the
first time on January 30.

A grim faced Chief
Minister told journalists in his
daily press briefing that the
State has been testing more
than 100 positive cases every
day for the last five days. “On
Friday we tested 118 positive
cases, Saturday saw 127 cases,
on Sunday there were 133
cases while on Monday the
numbers touched 138. Today a
person succumbed to coron-
avirus at Kollam,” said the
Chief Minister.

According to Vijayan, the

State is experiencing a new
phenomenon. “There are many
instances of persons getting
infected with covid-19 without
showing any symptoms,” he
said.

Out of the 141 persons
diagnosed with the pandemic
on Tuesday, 79 were expatriates
while 52 were those who
reached from other places in
the country. There were nine
cases of infection through com-
munity transmission, said the
Chief Minister. It was also
announced by the Chief
Minister that there were 111
hotspots in the State.

The Chief Minister also
disclosed that till Tuesday,
3,459 persons have been diag-
nosed with Covid in the State.
“There are 1,620 persons under
treatment in hospitals. Today,
275 persons have been admit-
ted to hospitals in the State,”
said the Chief Minister.

Vijayan took on former
Chief Minister Oommen
Chandi who on Monday had
announced that only 0.85 per
cent of the expatriates who
returned to the State had been
diagnosed with the 
pandemic. “95 per cent of the
persons who were tested pos-
itive for the pandemic where
expatriates who reached Kerala
during June 15 to 22.
Asymptomatic cases are on
the increase in the State,” said
the Chief Minister.

Taken aback by the spurt in
the number of covid  cases in
the State, the Chief Minister
asked the people in Kerala to
observe social distancing inside
their houses also.

“Please be under the
impression that we are all vul-
nerable to this disease and
wear face masks even when you
are inside your house,” said the
Chief Minister.  
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2,516 persons tested positive
for coronavirus in Tamil

Nadu on Tuesday and 39 per-
sons succumbed to the pan-
demic on a single day, accord-
ing to the medical bulletin
issued by the Government. 

While the death rate did
not give any signs of  the pan-
demic coming down, there has
been some decrease in the
number of persons testing pos-
itive. On Monday,2,710 had
been diagnosed with the virus
disease.

As on Tuesday evening,
there were 25,428 covid
patients in the State while the
number of cases  diagnosed
with the pandemic till date

stood at 64,603.  Death toll
reached 833. The State contin-
ued its leadership in aggressive
testing all over the State
through 87 laboratories spread
across Tamil Nadu.

Out of the 39 persons who
breathed their last on Tuesday,
36 patients died with co-mor-
bid conditions while three died
without any co-morbid issues. 

Chennai had 1,380 cases
while Chengalpettu tested 146

positive cases. Kancheepuram
had 56 cases while Tiruvallur
tested 156 cases. These four dis-
tricts have been shut down till
June 30. 

Madurai City and sur-
rounding village panchayaths
are being locked down from
early Wednesday morning  for
the next seven days.

Chennai and the neigh-
bouring districts continued to
be like ghost cities as  police is
keeping a close watch on all the
vehicles and persons venturing
out. Because of tight vigil along
the district borders , vehicular
traffic has come to almost a
naught as police is not allow-
ing anybody without e-pass
issued by the government to
travel out of the district or
those who come to Chennai.
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Bengal BJP president Dilip
Ghosh on Monday made a

high-pitch justification for his
“Badla” (revenge) politics iter-
ating those who preach Asimsa
(non-violence) practising the
opposite in real life are cowards
and deserve revenge.

“Those who peddle non-
violence but practise violence
are cowards and deserve to be
taught a lesson. The BJP cadres
are not cowards and know
how to give back,” he said
alleging how his party men
were being murdered by the
ruling Trinamool Congress
goons with the police looking
the other way.

“My policy is simple. You
talk sweet and I will hug you
but if you come raising your fist
I will give it back…” he said.
“What do the perpetrators of
violence expect from us…
Ahimsa!” he asked without

referring to the TMC cadres.
“My simple theory is that —if
you come to me with a sword
then I will also receive you with
many more swords,” he said.

Ghosh’s statement coin-
cided with a police complaint
lodged in East Midnapore by
local TMC MP Dibyendu
Adhikary who alleged receiv-
ing life threats. Adhikary is the
younger brother of high-profile
Bengal Minister and former
MP Subhendu Adhikary who
has been Chief Minister
Mamata Banerjee’s spearhead
during the Nandigram move-
ment that eventually saw the
back of the CPI(M) in Bengal.

A senior TMC leader on
Monday said that “Dibyendu
Adhikary has received two
threats on Sunday and FIR has
been lodged with the police. Let
the police taken further
action.”

Police brass remained
tightlipped on whether Ghosh’s

statement on “badla” politics -
— that came after one of his
party men was killed by alleged
TMC goons at Danton in West
Midnapore district — were
related but said investigation
was on.

Another senior State BJP
leader Sayantan Basu on
Saturday had told a crowd at
Danton— where his party had
taken out a procession with the
corpse of the slain worker —
that the way the police are
behaving and the way the
police stations have been
turned into TMC party offices
the people will burnt them
down.”

Back in Kolkata Ghosh
said that the State elections
were not far away adding
Bengal was definitely going to
see a political change following
which revenge will be taken on
the perpetrators of violence.

“When the TMC came to
power they said there will only

be Badal (change) and no Badla
but they started taking Badla
on the political opponents
(read the CPI-M)” and even
crossed the Marxists in the art
of perpetrating violence, he
said adding his party however
was declaring it from the very
beginning that “there will def-
initely be a Badal after with
there will be a Badla.”

Alleging that every day
the TMC goons were attacking
the BJP workers, “torching
their houses, occupying their
lands, killing their cadres, emp-
tying their mothers’ laps,” he
said “do you think this will go
unpunished … do you think
that the victims’ families will
forget this. They will not. The
TMC spoke of Badal but con-
ducted Badla but I speak of
both Badal and Badla when we
come to power.”

The Trinamool leadership
however gave a measured com-
ment on the issue even as

senior party leader Partho
Chatterjee said “I will not com-
ment on this issue as we believe
in non-violence. I think the
people are listening to things
and finally they will reject vio-
lence.”

CPI(M) State Legislature
Party Leader and central com-
mittee member Sujan
Chakrabarty  dismissed
Ghosh’s statement as “a des-
perate attempt to remain in the
media. They have no issues.
They have no agenda. They
have programme. They only
have these talks of violence to
do,” he said adding “many of
those planners of violence in
the TMC are today in the BJP.”

State Congress president
Somen Mitra said “Everyone
knows who killed Mahatma
Gandhi. Everyone knows the
ideology they preach. Only
those who believe in such ide-
ology that killed Gandhi can
talk like this.”

7����������������������������������'�5������5*$

��������������� 6�88�

The Jammu &  Kashmir
administration may have

suddenly developed a cold feet
over the issue of opening new
liquor sale points especially
across Kashmir valley but sta-
tistics reveal a totally different
picture.

If figures tabulated by the
Excise department are any indi-
cation, the 'bacchus club' is
merrily singing 'bottoms up' in
high spirits inside the cozy
interiors of plush hotel bars, pri-
vate parties and other social
gatherings, recording an upward
trend in the consumption of
liquor. During the last one
decade the sale of liquor bottles
has recorded a  jump of 4.5 crore
bottles in Jammu & Kashmir.

As compared to the sale of
3.17 crore liquor bottles in
2008-09,  the year 2018-19
recorded sale of 7.67 crore
liquor bottles of all varieties. The
total revenue collection from the
sale of liquor has also increased
from 245.48 crores in 2008-09
to 1274 crores in 2018-19 in
Jammu & Kashmir, a jump of
1029 crores.  However, the cur-
rent data for the fiscal year 2019-
20 was not available.

In 2017-18, the total rev-
enue collection from sale of 5.9

crore  liquor bottles stood at
845.83 crores and in the next fis-
cal it recorded a jump of 429
cores thereby earning a total
excise revenue of 1274.49 crores.

Interestingly, last week
when the Excise department
sought approval from the
Finance Department to open
new liquor vends across Jammu
& Kashmir several Kashmir
based organisations, civil soci-
ety activists, religious scholars
reacted angrily and opposed the
move tooth and nail.

According to the proposal
mooted by the Excise depart-
ment, a total number of 183 new
locations, 116 in Jammu and 67
in the Kashmir valley were
identified for sale of liquor.At
present, licences have been
issued to 164 wine shops, 152
Bars with restaurants, 43 Bar
with Hotel and 13 Bar with
Hotel and  Banquet in Jammu
and Kashmir.

Following hue and cry, the
officials of the Jammu &
Kashmir administration buck-
led under the pressure and hur-
riedly issued a clarification
which clearly stated, "the
Finance department has not
taken any policy decision
regarding issuance of fresh
liquor licences in unserved
areas. 
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Ahead constable of the Central Reserve Police Force
(CRPF), hailing from Solapur in Maharashtra sac-

rificed his life  during a fierce gun fight in which two
terrorists were neutralised by the joint teams of secu-
rity forces in South Kashmir's Pulwama district on
Tuesday.

Martyred CRPF jawan has been identified as Sunil
Kale, a resident of Pangaon village in Barshi tehsil of
Solapur district.

According to a police spokesman, "the joint oper-
ation was launched by Police, 55 RR and 182 Bn CRPF
on the basis of a specific input regarding presence of ter-
rorists in village Bundzoo area of district Pulwama".

During the search operation as the presence of ter-
rorists got ascertained they were given the opportuni-
ty to surrender, however they fired indiscriminately upon
the joint search party, which was retaliated leading to
an encounter.

"In the ensuing encounter, two terrorists were killed
and their bodies were retrieved from the site of
encounter. The identification and affiliation of the killed
terrorists is being ascertained",police spokesman said.

IGP Kashmir Vijay Kumar and all ranks of Police
and Security Forces paid rich tributes to the brave-heart
for his supreme sacrifice in the line of duty.

Incriminating material including arms (two AK
rifles) and ammunition were recovered from the site of
encounter.

Police spokesman said, " the dead bodies of the killed
terrorists were sent to Handwara for their last rites after
conducting medico-legal formalities including collec-
tion of their DNA.  
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In a development that nature lovers
in the State will rejoice, the

Maharashtra Government on
Tuesday declared 29.53-sq km Tillari
forest area in Sawantwadi division of
Sindhudrug district in coastal
Konkan region as a Conservation
Reserve.

In line with an announcement
made to this effect by Chief Minister
Uddhav Thackeray who is wildlife
photographer himself, the State
Revenue and Forest department
came out with a notification declar-
ing the Tillari forest area in
Sawantwadi division as a
Conservation Reserve.

Speaking on the occasion, the
Chief Minister said: “While under-
taking development initiative, we
cannot ignore  wildlife and biodi-
versity. Development, wildlife pro-
tection and tribal welfare should go
hand in hand. We will continue pri-

ority to biodiversity in the state”
Uddhav said that an experts’-

committee would be set up for man-
agement of the 29.53-sq km area in
Tillari which will be the first 
conservation reserve in Sindhudurg
district.

“Among other things, the Tillari
Conservation Reserve will generate
employment for locals in the areas,
the release stated..

Maharashtra is home to 62 con-
servation reserves, of which 13 are in
the Western Ghats.

Nestled in the Western Ghats on
the cusp of Maharashtra, Goa and
Karnataka, the thick Tillari forest is
home to tigers, leopards, elephants,
tigers and gava (Indian bison).

The Tillari forest area also boasts
of  birds like  Hornbill, Paradise
Flycatcher, Drongo, Yellow-Browed
Bulbul, Red-Whiskered Bulbul,
Crimson-backed Sunbird, Orange-
Headed Ground Thrush and Indian
Scimitar Babbler.
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The Raj Thackeray-led
Maharashtra Navnirman Sena

(MNS) has upped the ante on jobs
on “sons-of-the-soil”, by asserting
that all migrants wanting to return
to the State for work should regis-
ter themselves under the Migrant
Workmen (Regulation of
Employment and Conditions of
Service) Act, 1979 and that 80 per
cent preference be given to locals in
jobs that will be created in the state
in the coming months.

Within weeks after the migrants
returned to their state from
Maharashtra, the MNS sought to set
ground rules for the migrants, a
majority of whom will return to the
State after the lockdown is lifted
fully.

A delegation of MNS, led by
party’s senior Bal Nandgaonkar
and the MNS chief Raj Thackeray’s
son Amit Thackeray, met
Maharashtra Governor  Bhagat
Singh Koshyari  on Monday and

submitted a memorandum
demanding among other things
that 80 per cent preference be
given to locals in jobs and the need
for migrants’ registration under
the Inter-state Migrant Workmen
Act, 1979.

In its memorandum, the MNS
stated: “During the recent lockdown
triggered by the spread of
Coronavirus, thousands of migrants
from different parts of the state were
stranded in Maharashtra. They
showed a lot of anxiety to return to
their respective states.  Since they
had not registered themselves with
the Maharashtra government, the
migrant workers faced a lot of dif-
ficulties while returning to their
respective states”.

“If it had registered migrant
workers for various jobs in the state
and if it had all the details about the
migrants working in the state, the
Maharashtra government would
have planned in systematic manner
the return of the migrant workers
to their respective states,” the MNS

stated.
“Now we are reading reports

about the migrants, who had gone
back to their states, have begun to
return to Maharashtra. This is the
time when we can correct our ear-

lier mistakes,” the MNS said.
“In cities like Mumbai, Thane,

Pune, Nagpur and Aurangabad,
the authorities are finding it diffi-
cult to contain the spread of
Coronavirus. It is a fact that these

cities cannot handle additional
population. Given that the indus-
tries are closing down in the state,
there is a dire need for jobs to the
unemployed local people,” the MNS
stated.

“...Hence it is essential for the
Maharashtra government to collect
data about the migrants returning
to the state for jobs. For the purpose,
it should be mandatory for the
migrants to register themselves
under Migrant Workmen
(Regulation of Employment and
Conditions of Service) Act, 1979.
Simultaneously, keeping in view of
closure of industrial units and
resultant unemployment, it is essen-
tial for the state government to give
80 per cent preference in jobs to
locals,” the MNS added.    

Apart from Nandgaonkar and
Amit Thack eray, the others present
in the delegation that met the
Governor included party's general
secretary Shalini Thackeray and
MLA Pramod  (Raju) Ratan 
Patil.  
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The Prime Minister’s Office (PMO)
on Tuesday said that nearly 3,000 of

the 50,000 'Made in India' ventilators
sanctioned under the PM CARES fund
to help Covid-19 patients have been
manufactured and over 1,300 have
been delivered to States like
Maharashtra, Delhi and Gujarat, which
are the worst-affected, among
others.

The Centre had last month ear-
marked �3,100 crore from the PM
CARES Fund for welfare of migrant
workers, purchase of ventilators, and
developing a Covid-9 vaccine. Of it,
nearly �2,000 crore was earmarked for
the purchase of 50,000 'Made in India'
ventilators. 

“Out of the 50,000 ventilators,
30,000 ventilators are being manufac-
tured by M/s Bharat Electronics Limited.
The remaining 20,000 ventilators are
being manufactured by AgVa Healthcare
(10000), AMTZ Basic (5650), AMTZ
High End (4000) and Allied Medical
(350). So far, 2923 ventilators have been
manufactured, out of which 1340 ven-
tilators have already been delivered to
the States/UTs.  

The prominent recipients include
Maharashtra (275), Delhi (275), Gujarat

(175), Bihar (100), Karnataka (90),
Rajasthan (75). 

By the end of June 2020, addition-
al 14,000 ventilators will be delivered to
all States/UTs,” said the PMO in a state-
ment. 

The PMO also said that Rs1000
crore has already been released to
States for welfare of migrant labours
while �100 crore is allotted for vaccine
research. 

The distribution of the fund is
based on the formula of 50% weightage
for the population as per 2011 census,
40% weightage for number of positive
Covid-19 cases and 10 % for equal dis-
tribution among all the States/UTs.
This assistance is to be used for arrang-
ing accommodation, food, medical
treatment and transportation of the
migrants. 

The main recipients of the grant are
Maharashtra (181 cr), Uttar Pradesh
(103 cr), Tamil Nadu (83 cr), Gujarat (66
cr), Delhi (55 cr), West Bengal (53 cr),
Bihar (51 cr), Madhya Pradesh (50 cr),
Rajasthan (50 cr) and Karnataka (34 cr),”
the PMO stated.  

It is learned that the PM Cares
Fund, started on March 28, has received
donations worth more than �10,000
crore from the public and companies in
the past 85 days. 
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In an unprecedented move,
the Nepal Constitution passed
an amendment Bill on June 13
to “update its new political
map,” laying claim to India’s

Lipulekh, Kalapani and
Limpiyadhura as its territories. This
isn’t good news either for the diplo-
mats or the defence establishment in
New Delhi. What’s certain is that
they will have to re-visit the status
quo prevailing in our ties, start
afresh and contemplate traditional
diplomacy. The matter is more seri-
ous than it has ever been because
Nepal’s geography juts into the
Indian heartland and also into the
two highly vulnerable yet vital,
volatile flanks. This could instantly
affect the one crore plus Nepalese
diaspora in India and lakhs of
Indians in the Himalayan State,
who may fall prey to a potential
crossfire of geo-economic-political
and strategic “Great Game.”  

Undeniably, Nepal’s move to
amend laws has multiplied securi-
ty problems for India, especially as
the crisis has emerged from a small
yet traditionally fraternal neigh-
bour. A country of 30 million peo-
ple has put India’s 1.3 billion citizens
into a tizzy. Whatever may be the
outcome (hopefully satisfactory) of
the present crisis, short-term dam-
age has definitely been inflicted on
the centuries-old friendly relation-
ship between the two nations. A per-
ilous 21st century “Great Game” in
the South Asian region awaits an
uncharted and unpredictable jour-
ney.

Contextually though, it can be
argued that bilateral irritants, differ-
ences, disagreements and disputes
are nothing new for any country,
including those in South Asia. Yet
the scenario today is graver than any
other (past) normal “crisis.” It’s
absolutely certain that the third
country, China, is in play, which is
adept in unconventional rather than
conventional warfare. It has played
a major role in the scheme of things
(like in the past), affecting India-
Nepal ties. To this author, the aim
is to inflict major damage to the
Indian armed forces. 

In light of this, India must
make every effort to pre-empt any
possible or impossible fallout in its
regiment of Gorkha Rifles, a chunk
of whose soldiers are recruited from
Nepal’s high Himalayan terrain. No
doubt, Indian defence forces are very
well organised, built as they are on
solid foundations thanks to the
British rulers’ ability to make it an
apolitical and (top-class) profession-

al f ighting machine.
Nevertheless, certain critical
events of history need to be
revisited. There’s a need to
learn from past experiences to
tackle any future eventuality.
All of it started post the First
War of Independence in 1857,
when Indian soldiers rose up
against their British comman-
ders. The British constituted a
new commission to look into
all parameters of military
administration so as to main-
tain discipline, quality and
professionalism thereof. True,
their ultimate goal was self-
preservation of their empire
and London’s self-interest.
This at the expense of the sub-
jugated Indian subjects. 

However, what the British
were really scared of most
was large-scale mutiny in the
military owing to several fault-
lines in India’s fragile social
system, especially in recruit
catchment areas. The British
feared en mass contamina-
tion of the paltan in the pla-
toon, like the present-day
China-origin virus that has
contaminated India.
Nevertheless, except for a few
instances of small resentment
and sundry cause of dissatis-
factions in the barracks, the
British Indian Army did
remarkably well and didn’t
face any mass scale revolt till
1946. They kept strict vigil to
avoid any political discourse in
the officer’s mess, discour-

aged all acts of religious luna-
cy and managed the caste/lan-
guage faultlines rather well.
Little wonder then that mil-
lions of Indians from the rural
belt and officers from pre-
ferred “background” served
them with great elan, thereby
ensuring two world war victo-
ries to the British monarchy.

Contextually, therefore,
few salient features of sol-
diering now need to be revis-
ited. The house/village of the
soldier must preferably be
politically uncontaminated
and peaceful. A frontline sol-
dier can never give his best
with an oscillating mind, fluc-
tuating between uncertainties
in two fronts: Guns of the
enemy in front and goons in
his estate in the rear. Second,
hurt religious feelings led to
the mutiny of 1857 during the
military rule by London’s clue-
less commercial company.
Again, when the political clar-
ion call for India’s freedom
from the British reached the
catchment areas of soldier
recruitment and barracks,
mass spontaneous revolt of the
men in uniform could not be
aborted in 1946.

One, therefore, sincerely
hopes that the present
“enlarged” territory of Nepal
doesn’t transform a benign
personal thought into an
uncontrollable passion. An
emotive issue must not be
allowed to break the balance or

professionalism of the Gurkha
Brigades of the Indian garri-
son. 

That’s because no sensitive
soldier, however loyal and dis-
ciplined he may be, under
extreme tension — created by
indigenous political, populist
and demagogues’ reckless call
to the sons of the soil to rise
and protect the image, pres-
tige, honour and self-respect of
his “motherland”/territory and
soil of the family — can con-
trol himself beyond a point.
He’s bound to cave in at the
spur of the moment though.

It needs no rocket science
to state the obvious. The seeds
of the present India-Nepal
tension have not been sown in
the foothills of the south of the
Himalayas but somewhere
else. Across the north-east of
the Himalayas to be precise.
And conviction compels one
to revisit the August 2009
essay written by Zhan Lue of
a Beijing think-tank. “China
should break India into 20-30
states.” Using highly venomous
and toxic semantics, he open-
ly stated that “if China takes a
little action, the so-called
Great Indian Federation can
be broken up with the help
and support of friendly coun-
tries like Pakistan, Nepal,
Bhutan and Bangladesh.”

Ironically, these aggres-
sive words appear to have
become China’s standard oper-
ating procedure to cajole and

compel all in the vicinity to
kow-tow to Beijing, especial-
ly since Xi Jinping became the
strong man of the Hans to
reverse the role of his country’s
“ignominious history of 110
years.” Abnormal and absurd
territorial, technology and
trade demands of the Hans
have already upset the West.
Whenever India tries to stand
up to Chinese bullying, Beijing
unleashes our neighbours to
open up new fronts. Nepal’s
new map certainly is one such
attack that aims to damage the
Indian armed forces deep
inside the cantonment. 

The Hans have gone
berserk. Their “Great Game”,
consisting of the Belt and
Road Initiative and the
China–Pakistan Economic
Corridor, faces all-round chal-
lenges. 

The contagion has fur-
ther stymied China’s growth
engine. All-round lockdowns
have led to largescale unem-
ployment across the world.
The closure of air and sea
routes has battered interna-
tional trade, technology and
tourism. Hence, a desperate
“strategic indirect approach” to
fix India’s vulnerable heart-
land. India must counter to
ensure the safety and security
of its soldiers, the State and
society. At least, we should
wake up now.

(The writer is an alumnus,
National Defence College)
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Sir — It is good that Prime
Minister Narendra Modi held an
all-party meeting to discuss the
Indo-China border clash.
Leaders from other parties must
be consulted so that the country
does not stand divided at a time
of crisis. In spite of differences,
Opposition leaders such as West
Bengal Chief Minister Mamata
Banerjee and Maharashtra Chief
Minister Uddhav Thackeray
have expressed their solidarity
with the Government. It is, how-
ever, unfortunate that even at this
time the Centre failed to be truly
inclusive. Parties such as the
Rashtriya Janata Dal, the Aam
Aadmi Party and the All India
Majlis-e-Ittehadul Muslimeen
were not invited to the meeting.
It is of utmost importance that
clashes between political 
parties are kept to a minimum
right now.

MN Qasmi
Calcutta
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Sir — This refers to the editor-
ial, “Rathyatra challenge” (June
23). The Supreme Court’s sus-

pension of the ban on Puri’s
annual Rathyatra festival has
opened up a Pandora’s box of
problems for the State
Government. Even if the Naveen
Patnaik Government takes steps
to restrict festivities, it will be
worth watching how  social
distancing measures will work at
an event of this scale. The
Supreme Court’s order has made

it clear that the country is ready
for its first post-pandemic yatra.

N Nagarajan
Via email
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Sir — Prime Minister Narendra
Modi had categorically stated in
a televised statement broadcast

after the all-party meeting on the
skirmish between Indian and
Chinese troops in the Galwan
Valley that neither did anyone
intrude upon Indian territory,
nor is it currently being occu-
pied by a foreign military. 

This has stoked further con-
troversies about the lack of
transparency. Moreover, the
Chinese Foreign Ministry has

insisted that “for many years”, its
border troops have been
patrolling the Galwan Valley,
thus effectively laying claim to
the region. Even in this dire sit-
uation, the aam aadmi is being
kept in the dark. The question
is, if neither side breached the
other’s territory, then what led to
the cross-firing? It must be
remembered that the BJP-led
Government at the Centre has
always been careful in its deal-
ings with China. 

Whether it is on the issue of
Tibet or the protests in Hong
Kong against Beijing’s hegemo-
ny, the Indian Government has
always erred on the side of cau-
tion. One wonders why the
Prime Minister abstained from
speaking transparently. Certain
vexing questions need answers.
Why were the facts downplayed?
Was the release of our soldiers
unconditional or involved some
give and take? As citizens, we
have a right to know what is
going on. The Government
should come clean. People should
not be kept in the dark. 

Bidyut Kumar Chatterjee
Faridabad
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When the bubonic plague struck the city of
Ahmedabad in 1917, about 10 per cent of
the population succumbed to it. As the

plague was much more severe in the towns than in
the villages, the workers employed in the textile
industry wanted to return to the relative safety of
their villages. To prevent an exodus, mill owners
handed out “plague bonuses” to their staff which
ranged from 20 per cent to 70 per cent. However,
the prices of essential commodities, too, went up
manifold due to the outbreak. After the contagion
subsided, the employers stopped paying the plague
bonus to their workers, who in turn protested as the
prices were still high. They demanded a 50 per cent
dearness allowance (DA) and there were strikes. To
break the impasse, the Collector of Ahmedabad
invited Mahatma Gandhi to intervene and facilitate
arbitration proceedings between the workers and
the employers. Gandhi’s involvement included
regular meetings with the workers under a babul tree
on the banks of the Sabarmati. He published a leaflet
daily to educate and create awareness among the
workers. One such leaflet assured that “we want to
secure the good of the workers while safeguarding
the good of the employers.” The non-violent
protests ended when the workers were given a 35
per cent DA.  

The three major takeaways from the plague out-
break in the context of the COVID-19 crisis are: The
employers wooed the workers and dissuaded them
from going to the villages by giving them plague
bonuses. Second, efforts were made to end the dis-
pute amicably and finally, the impasse was resolved
in a consultative manner by involving the workers,
employers and the Government. 

The new laws triggered by COVID-19: Today,
the outbreak and the post-lockdown economic
gloom have prompted the States to announce mit-
igating measures in the form of Ordinances and
executive directions in the labour and economic sec-
tors. States, in an attempt to kick-start economic
activity, have announced a slew of measures to relax
the application of labour laws such as the Factories
Act, 1948 and the Industrial Disputes Act, 1947.  

The State Governments are conscious of the fact
that the lockdown has resulted in a loss of income
for businesses and a loss of livelihood for workers.
On May 22, Karnataka, invoking the public emer-
gency provision of the Factories Act, increased the
working hours to 10 a day.  Uttar Pradesh (UP) made
the UP Temporary Exemptions from Certain
Labour Laws Ordinance, 2020, which suspends the
operation of all labour laws in the State. The only
exceptions to this are that all workers must be paid
the minimum wage; maximum hours of work shall
be 11 and the spread-over should not exceed 12
hours in a day. Additionally, labour laws protecting
children and women will stay. 

Madhya Pradesh (MP) promulgated the MP
Labour Laws (Amendment) Ordinance, 2020,
which has a 1,000-day plan and Gujarat has a 1,200-
day plan to revive businesses. MP, Gujarat and other
States have relaxed the application of labour laws,
including the Factories Act, 1948, the Contract
Labour Regulation Act, 1970 and the Industrial
Disputes Act, 1948. These new laws increase the
working hours from 48 a week to 60 and 72, reduce
compliance by factories and permit industries with
less than 300 workers to declare termination or clo-
sure without prior approval. Some of the new laws
suspend the erstwhile mandatory conciliation pro-
cedures before retrenchment. Gujarat has announced
that there will be no overtime wages and only salary
in proportion to the existing one shall be paid. Till
now, UP, MP, Gujarat, Himachal Pradesh, Rajasthan,
Karnataka, Punjab, Tripura, Uttarakhand, Haryana,
Assam and Goa have temporarily amended their

labour laws. Though these new laws  are
temporary, the fundamental question is if
they secure the good of the workers or
safeguard the good of the employers?

Indian labour laws: The Directive
Principles of State Policy in Part IV of the
Constitution say that the health and
strength of workers should not be abused
and citizens must not be forced by eco-
nomic necessity to enter vocations unsuit-
ed to their age or strength. Further, the
State within its limits of economic capac-
ity or development, shall make effective
provisions to secure the right to work, pub-
lic assistance in cases of unemployment,
disablement and in other cases of unde-
served want. In all, Indian labour laws are
beneficial pieces of social legislation.  

India’s global commitments: India
has been a member of the International
Labour Organisation (ILO) since 1919.
ILO’s International Labour Standards
(ILS) stress on the health and safety of
workers and human-centred recovery
that is sustainable. The Employment and
Decent Work for Peace and Resilience
Recommendation, which was adopted by
several nations including India, empha-
sises that crisis responses need to ensure
respect for all human rights and the rule
of law, including respect for fundamental
principles and rights at work. ILS acknowl-
edges the importance of engaging in
processes and mechanisms to ensure
efficient tripartite consultations and reach-
ing a consensus on effective solutions. A
climate of trust can be built through social
dialogue and tripartism will be essential
to address the COVID-19’s impact. 

In 2011, the UN Human Rights
Council endorsed the Guiding Principles
on Business and Human Rights (UNGP)
in recognition of the State’s existing oblig-
ations to respect, protect and fulfil human
rights and fundamental freedoms; the
requirement of business enterprises to
respect human rights and the need for
access to an effective remedy for those who
are affected by adverse business-related
human rights impacts or abuse. The
UNGPs have become the authoritative

global standard for business and human
rights. According to the Prime Minister,
“Responsible business conduct is a glob-
ally-recognised concept founded on the
idea that businesses can perform better
when engaged in re-vitalising the society
from which they extract resources for pro-
duction.” 

The National Guidelines on
Responsible Business Conduct, 2018,
were formulated by the Ministry of
Corporate Affairs in its commitment to the
Sustainable Development Goals. The
UNGPs are a means of nudging business-
es to contribute towards broader develop-
ment goals while seeking to maximise
their profits. These guidelines recognise
that businesses are an integral part of soci-
ety and that they will hold themselves
accountable. These guidelines focus on
equity, dignity and well-being, provision
of decent work for all employees, engaged
within a business or in its value chain,
without any discrimination and in a way
that promotes diversity. The principle
recognises that the well-being of an
employee also includes the welfare of
her/his family. The guidelines signify the
importance of protecting  vulnerable and
marginalised individuals, who were unable
to realise their rights or enjoy opportuni-
ties on account of adverse physical, men-
tal, social, economic, cultural, political,
geographic or health circumstances, dis-
ability, caste, ethnicity, religion or
political/religious belief.  Businesses are
encouraged to file Business Reports under
these guidelines.  Further, the SEBI  as part
of integrated reporting by listed entities,
has mandated top 500 listed companies to
file Business Responsibility Reports, which
include a declaration on compliances
under the labour laws. 

Problems with the new laws: Though
a health crisis has triggered the new laws,
they have ignored health and safety
issues. Moreover, ILS and UNGPs have
been ignored contrary to the Centre’s com-
mitments. Taking the case of the Factories
Act, 1948 alone, the States of UP, MP and
Karnataka have relied on Section 5 to relax

the provision of the Factories Act, con-
tending that a public emergency has arisen.
Under this law, a public emergency is a
grave emergency whereby the security of
India or any part of the territory is
threatened by war, external aggression or
internal disturbance. The UP and
Karnataka labour law amendments have
been challenged in the High Courts at
Allahabad and Bengaluru. During the
hearings,  Karnataka and UP have conced-
ed that no “public emergency” exists to
relax the application of the Factories Act.
On June 12, Karnataka informed the High
Court that it had withdrawn its notifica-
tion by which the provisions of the
Factories Act, 1948, governing the work-
ing hours of staff, were suspended.

So far, the laws on working hours and
wages had ensured the welfare of labour-
ers. The amendments have distorted the
balance and exposed workers to exploita-
tion. State Governments will have to pri-
oritise health and safety during this cri-
sis. Further COVID-19 is a health crisis,
and the States need to ensure that the
health and the safety of the workers is a
priority. 

The  State Governments should not
be permitted to lower standards at the
expense of human labour and consequent-
ly trade. Most of the new labour laws
appear to be an attempt to encourage busi-
ness entities without consulting the work-
ers. Further, the new laws, or as some call
them reforms, ignore issues of health and
safety of the workers. These laws are con-
trary to India’s ILO commitments. A bal-
anced approach with the involvement of
the workers, employers and the
Government in labour reform is the only
way forward. 

Even if laws are tilted to favour busi-
nesses, at the cost of worker welfare, it will
not help the economy in the long-term.
It is now time for the Government and
employers to engage with the workers and
develop a climate of trust to rebuild the
economy. 

(The writer is Partner, Dua Associates
and a Supreme Court Advocate)
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When the Rajya Sabha reassem-
bles for the Monsoon Session,
it will be with new equations

owing to the change in the composition
of the House. It will see a shrunken
Opposition and a stronger National
Democratic Alliance (NDA). The BJP
is inching towards a majority after this
week’s biennial polls to the Upper
House. The NDA has crossed the 100
mark though it may take a while to
reach the magic number of 123 for a
majority in the House of 245. The BJP

alone has 86 seats, a vast improvement
from its 2014 tally of just 43 members.
Over the next four years till March 2024,
over a 100 MPs are retiring and the BJP
is likely to improve its numbers further.
Elections will be held, eight each in 2021
and 2023, 77 in 2022 and four in 2024
before the Lok Sabha polls. 

No doubt, the Narendra Modi
Government suffered a setback due to
the commanding majority of the
Congress-led Opposition in 2014 in the
Rajya Sabha. At that time, the Congress
alone had 68 seats and the total strength
of the NDA was 59. For legislations like
the Triple Talaq, the Land Bill and the
Insurance Bill, the Modi Government
had to adopt the Ordinance route after
its failure to get them passed in the Rajya
Sabha. But the table has turned today.
The Opposition is slowly shrinking and
has a total of 65 seats and the Congress
has been reduced to 41 members. 

In this week’s biennial polls, alto-

gether 61 seats were filled with 43 first-
timers who had been elected and 12
members who had sought re-election.
The BJP won 17, a couple of seats more
than its strength, due to cross-voting.
The Congress got nine, the Janata Dal
(United) three, the Biju Janata Dal (BJD)
and the Trinamool Congress (TMC)
four each, the AIADMK (All India
Anna Dravida Munnetra Kazhagam)
and the DMK (Dravida Munnetra
Kazhagam) three each, the Nationalist
Congress Party (NCP), the Rashtriya
Janata Dal (RJD) and the Telangana
Rashtra Samithi (TRS) got two each.  

Interestingly, the House now has
some heavyweights like former Prime
Minister Deve Gowda, former Congress
Leader of Opposition in the Lok Sabha
Mallikarjun Kharge and former
Jharkhand Chief Minister Shibu Soren.
Two other former Chief Ministers,
Sharad Pawar and Digvijay Singh, have
returned, too.  

So what does it mean politically?
The ascendancy of the BJP in the House
of Elders would result in more politi-
cal leverage for the party. First of all, it
enables the Modi Government to go
ahead with the much-needed reforms
and Bills in both the Houses of
Parliament. 

Earlier, the Opposition blocked a
number of measures though in Modi
2.0, the BJP was able to push through
most of its core agenda, including the
repeal of Article 370 and the Citizenship
Amendment Act (CAA). This was
possible because of a divided
Opposition, which the Modi
Government took advantage of and also
managed to mobilise the support of
some neutral parties like the BJD and
the TRS.  Now, the NDA Government
is unlikely to face any challenge in push-
ing through its legislative agenda. 

It is sweet revenge for the BJP that
it has overtaken the Congress, reaching

almost twice the number, 86. This shows
that the saffron party has also achieved
an impressive surge in the Rajya Sabha. 

The Opposition has had an upper
hand for 39 of the 68 years but this will
change now. Just as the BJP brought
back the single party majority in 2014
after three decades, this too, will be seen
as a feather in its cap. 

For the Opposition, which is
already weak, this would mean a com-
plete setback in both the Houses.
Earlier, it had the advantage in the Rajya
Sabha but now there is a danger that the
Government could flex its muscles
and take unilateral decisions. 

Also the Opposition has a leader-
ship vacuum, is not united and has no
joint floor strategy. The fact remains that
only a vigilant and united Opposition
can hold the Government accountable.
The weakening of the Opposition in the
Upper House should not be a drawback
because it is not the numbers which

matter but the effectiveness of the
arguments in the House. It is the duty
of the Opposition to uphold the tenets
of democracy and ensure that the
Government does its job well.  

There are many important issues
facing the country right now like the
handling of the pandemic, the Chinese
skirmishes, the face-off with Nepal, the
ailing economy and so on. The veter-
ans that are there in the Rajya Sabha
must take these issues up strongly. Did
not a handful of Opposition leaders
expose the Bofors scandal during the
Rajiv Gandhi era when he had 415
members in the Lok Sabha?  In fact, the
invaluable experience of heavyweights
like Gowda, Pawar and Manmohan
Singh would come in handy.

On the whole it is for the
Opposition to be vigilant and for the
Government to avoid unilateral deci-
sions to safeguard democracy.  

(The writer is a senior journalist)

>�������7���������������������������������
&$��'� (�)%)*��+��$��,--�%)��$���"��$�.#��)���/�� ��0 '/ 1(�/�1 .���%��%��)����$��).2/�0��'$%1$�2 ���0�/.���$���++�1�%3�)�����+��$�� 0*.2�)��

���5���
�#� 0�)

��������������������� ��������� ��!�!

.../��!�0,!1"���/'12

����
�
"�$	"

6����
�"�
,����" 
��"#��
�����	��
 '
(
	�����
�����
����
������	��	$�����
��

�(
����
���������������������������
�������
��������������������������������		
���

-%)� 	/ � �*�

��?0���0�:0��
*>0850>�:0�A�0
A�������������
�������
�������������*������
:�
�������������
��������
�	
�������
���������	��

�
������&�"��������
��	�

�
�������
����P����������&
�������P���
���
	���������
		
��
�������
��������
������
�
�	
$�
����
	���	�������
�����
��	�����������
�&��
��
����

�������	�
��*�������:�
���&

;�	
�������� �������
	=



1������2��������������������� ��������� ��!�!

()%((	 /()%((	 /
/�%'��

������������������:
�����	��$�
��C�
���
�&���8'%�F��&�.�G*�*�		���
��
����������8
	
���
���������
���
���
�������������
		���
�����
$����
�������������
����������
	���		�
���������������
��		����������	�����������	������
��	���������
��
�$�
��
��&


���
����"����
�	��������*���
����
��&�7�)�(*�����*
���
�
5�����
����
	����	�����;*5�=��	
��
��
���	
����������
���
������$
�������	��������������������
�����
�������
���������	������

��������������
�$��������
	
�
�	���
������������
����	����
�$
��������
������������������
��
���$���
���		���7.�����	�
����
��&

����:�H	����������
��������������
!�3�'��*�����������
���P�
�
���������A�	������������������
�
��������������5�������
���
�����
$������������������
�
��
�����%��������������������
�����
����
����
�������
��������&

Dubai: A Saudi official said on
Tuesday that the hajj pilgrim-
age, which usually draws up to
2.5 million Muslims from all
over the world, will only see at
the most a few thousand pil-
grims next month due to con-
cerns over the spread of the
coronavirus.

The kingdom’s Hajj
Minister Muhammad Benten
said a “small and very limited”
number of people — even as
low as just 1,000 from inside
the kingdom — will be allowed
to perform the pilgrimage to
ensure social distancing and
crowd control amid the glob-
al virus outbreak.

“The number, God willing,
may be in the thousands. We
are in the process of reviewing
so it could be 1,000 or less, or
a little more,” Benten said in a
virtual press conference.

While the decision to dras-
tically curb this year’s hajj was
largely expected, it remains
unprecedented in Saudi
Arabia’s nearly 90-year histo-
ry and effectively bars all
Muslims from outside the
kingdom from travelling there
to performing the pilgrimage.

The Saudi government
waited until just five weeks
before the hajj to announce its
decision. The timing indicates

the sensitivity around major
decisions concerning the hajj
that affect Muslims around the
world.

“This is a very sensitive
operation and we are working
with experts at the Health
Ministry,” Benten said, stress-
ing the importance of pro-
tecting the lives and health of
pilgrims.

As part of the curbs, Saudi
officials said that no one over
the age of 65 will be allowed to
perform the hajj and that all
pilgrims and those serving
the pilgrims this year will be
quarantined both before and
after the pilgrimage. AP

Dubai: Saudi Arabia said on Tuesday that it intercept-
ed ballistic missiles and bomb-laden drones launched
by Yemen’s Houthi rebels in an attack that began the pre-
vious night.

The kingdom has fought a yearslong war against the
Iranian-backed Houthis, who seized Yemen’s capital in
September 2014.

The rebels did not immediately acknowledge the
attack, though their Al-Masirah satellite news channel
said their forces would make an announcement later in
the day about “a broad operation in Saudi Arabia.” 

The attack began late Monday, with a brief statement
on the state-run Saudi Press Agency suggesting other
drones may have slipped passed Saudi air defenses, with-
out elaborating.

On Tuesday, the SPA news agency quoted the king-
dom’s military spokesman, Col. Turki al-Malki, as say-
ing that Saudi air defenses intercepted a ballistic mis-
sile fired “toward Riyadh.” The report did not elaborate. 

Al-Malki said the Houthis launched two other bal-
listic missiles and eight bomb-carrying drones in the
attack, all of which the kingdom destroyed.

The Houthis have in the past launched drone and
missile attacks against the kingdom, which has used its
airpower to carry out devastating airstrikes that have also
killed Yemeni civilians, drawing international con-
demnation. AP

Singapore: Singapore Prime
Minister Lee Hsien Loong
said on Tuesday that he has
decided to call for general elec-
tions to “clear the decks” and
give the new government a
fresh five-year mandate, amid
the coronavirus pandemic that
has battered the city-state’s
economy.

In a televised address to
the nation, Lee said that he has
advised President Halimah
Yacob on Tuesday to dissolve
Parliament and issue the writ
for election.

He said that holding an
election now will clear the
decks and give the new

Government a fresh five-year
mandate to focus on the
national agenda and the diffi-
cult decisions it will have to
make.

Elections must be held by
April 2021 at the latest. Lee’s
ruling People’s Action Party
holds a majority in the current
Parliament.

Lee pointed out that his
government has worked hard
to contain the coronavirus
spread since it was first detect-
ed in January 2020 with four
fiscal budgets of 100 billion
Singapore dollars to manage
through the COVID-19 pan-
demic. PTI 

WASHINGTON: With coron-
avirus cases rising in about half
the states and political polari-
sation competing for attention
with public health recommen-
dations, Dr. Anthony Fauci
returns to Capitol Hill on
Tuesday at a fraught moment in
the nation’s pandemic response.

The Government’s top
infectious disease expert will
testify before a House commit-
tee, along with the heads of the
Centers for Disease Control and
Prevention, the Food and Drug
Administration, and a top offi-
cial at the Department of
Health and Human Services. 

Since Fauci’s last appear-
ance at a high-profile hearing
more than a month ago, the U.S.
is emerging from weeks of

stay-at-home orders and busi-
ness shutdowns. But it’s being
done in an uneven way, with
some states far less cautious
than others. A trio of states with
Republican governors who are
bullish on reopening —
Arizona, Florida and Texas —
are among those seeing worri-
some increases in cases.

Fauci has recently warned
that the U.S. is still in the first
wave of the pandemic and has
continued to urge the American
public to practice social dis-
tancing. And, in a recent ABC
News interview, he said politi-
cal demonstrations such as
protests against racial injustice
are “risky” to all involved.
Asked if that applied to Trump
rallies, he said it did.  AP

Washington: Regrouping after
a humbling weekend rally,
President Donald Trump faces
another test of his ability to
draw a crowd during a pan-
demic Tuesday as he visits
Arizona and tries to remind
voters of one of his key 2016
campaign promises.

Trump’s weekend rally in
Tulsa, Oklahoma, was meant to
be a sign of the nation’s reopen-
ing and a show of political force
but instead generated thou-
sands of empty seats and
swirling questions about the
president’s campaign leader-
ship and his case for another
four years in office.

The low turnout has sharp-
ened the focus on Trump’s visit
to Arizona, which doubles as
both a 2020 battleground state
and a surging coronavirus hot
spot.

First, the president will

travel to Yuma to mark the con-
struction of more than 200
miles (322 kilometers) of wall
along the US-Mexico border, an
issue that he built his campaign
on four years ago. Later, he’ll
address a group of young
Republicans at a Phoenix
megachurch, where event orga-
nizers have pledged thousands
will attend.

Throughout the trip, the
COVID-19 pandemic will
shadow Trump. The
Democratic mayor of Phoenix
made clear that she does not
believe the speech can be safe-
ly held in her city — and urged
the president to wear a face
mask. “Everyone attending
tomorrow’s event, particularly
any elected official, should set
an example to residents by
wearing a mask,” said Mayor
Kate Gallego. “This includes the
President.” 

Trump has refused to wear
a mask in public, instead turn-
ing it into a red-vs.-blue cultural
issue. 

Polling suggests that
Republicans are far less likely to
wear a face covering than
Democrats despite health
experts’ warnings that it dra-
matically reduces the risk of
transmitting the virus.

The “Students for Trump”
event will be held at the Dream
City Church and broadcast to
groups across the nation.
Students for Trump is a special
project of Turning Point
Action, a grouped chaired by
Trump ally Charlie Kirk, which
is hosting the president for his
address. Organizers said health
and safety measures still were
being finalized and it was
unclear if attendees would be
asked to wear masks or keep
socially distant. AP

Berlin: American and Russian
negotiators have concluded a
round of nuclear arms control
talks in Vienna, aimed at pro-
ducing a new agreement to
replace the New START treaty
that expires in February — the
last remaining pact constraining
the arsenals of the world’s two
major nuclear powers.

US negotiator Marshall
Billingslea told reporters
Tuesday that a day of high-level
“marathon discussions” ended
late Monday night and had
been productive enough to con-
clude with the establishment of
several technical working
groups to delve deeper into the
issues with the idea of paving
the way for a second round of
talks by late July or early August.

“We both agreed at the ter-
mination of our talks that the
strategic environment has
changed significantly since the
New START treaty was signed,”
he told reporters. 

“We can all remember back
10 years ago, the world is, in fact,
a radically different place.” New
START imposes limits on the
number of U.S. And Russian
long-range nuclear warheads
and launchers. The deal was

made in 2010, but the limits did-
n’t take effect until 2018.

It became the last nuclear
arms pact between the two
nations after the U.S. Last year
scrapped the Intermediate-
range Nuclear Forces treaty
with Russia, a Cold War-era
agreement that both sides had
repeatedly accused the other of
violating.

The INF treaty was also
criticized because it did not
cover China or missile tech-
nology that did not exist a gen-
eration ago.

At a press conference held
by the American delegation,
Billingslea said any new agree-
ment must include all nuclear
weapons and not just strategic
nuclear weapons, and also sub-
ject China to restrictions.

He said China had refused
an American invitation to be

part of the Vienna talks, but that
he hoped the international com-
munity would pressure Beijing
to take part in the future. 

Russia, whose delegation
returned home Monday night,
did not object to China being
part of the talks but also want-
ed the western European
nuclear powers — Britain and
France — to be involved, he
said.

“The United States is not
engaged in an arms race,”
Billingslea said. 

“Of course we will not be
left behind, but we seek to
avoid this, and this is why a
three-way nuclear arms control
deal, in our view, has the best
chance of avoiding an incredi-
bly destabilizing three-way
nuclear arms race.” 

Billingslea said he “would-
n’t rule anything in or out” but
that the US did not think Britain
or France, with much smaller
nuclear arsenals, should be
included.

“Both qualitatively and
quantitatively the United
Kingdom and France are in a
very different situation than
the arms racing Chinese,” he
said. AP

Moscow: A court in Kyrgyzstan on
Tuesday convicted the country’s ex-pres-
ident on corruption charges and sentenced
him to 11 years and two months in prison.

Almazbek Atambayev, who was in
office from 2011 to 2017, was stripped of
the immunity from prosecution that he
enjoyed as a former president and arrest-
ed last year on a slew of charges, includ-
ing corruption and the expropriation of
property.

His arrest sparked two days of riots
that left one policeman dead and over 100
people injured, raising fears of instability
in the strategically placed Central Asian
nation that borders China and hosts a
Russian military air base. 

Atambayev, 63, said the accusations
against him were politically motivated.

On Tuesday, the former Kyrgyz pres-
ident was found guilty of facilitating cor-
ruption.  In addition to a prison term, the
court confiscated Atambayev’s property —
several plots of land, five cars, four com-
panies belonging to him and shares in sev-
eral Kyrgyz banks. Atambayev’s defense
lawyer, Sergei Slesarev, said he will discuss
appealing the ruling with his client. AP
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Washington: Top American
lawmakers have urged
President Donald Trump to
revoke the temporary suspen-
sion of H-1B and other non-
immigrant visas.

“I’m deeply disappointed by
President Trump’s misguided
order to suspend these key
work visa programmes. I urge
him to reverse this decision to
help ensure our health care sys-
tem and broader economy are
ready to combat the next phase
of (coronavirus) pandemic and
to create the jobs we need for
our economic recovery,” Indian
American Congressman Raja
Krishnamoorthi said.

The H-1B programme in
particular plays a crucial role in
addressing dangerous short-
age of health care professionals
while also providing other key
sectors of our economy with tal-
ent from around the world to
not only fill jobs, but create new
ones, he said.

“Suspending this pro-
gramme will only weaken our
economy and our health care
workforce at a time when the
need to strengthen both is as
clear as ever,” Krishnamoorthi
said. This is not the right
approach, said Senator
Democratic Whip Dick Durbin
and Congressmen Bill Pascrell

and Ro Khanna after Trump’s
decision to bar H-1B and other
work visas through the end of
the year.

“We need to mend the H-
1B programme, not end it.
Instead of suspending H-1B
visas, the Trump
Administration should ask
Congress to pass the H-1B and
L-1 Visa Reform Act of 2020,
which reforms the H-1B pro-
gram with a scalpel, not a
sledgehammer,” the three top
American lawmakers said. 

They have introduced a
bipartisan legislation, which
they said would protect
American workers and end the
abuse of the H-1B programme
to outsource American jobs
and exploit workers, while
ensuring employers could still
hire talented immigrant work-
ers when no qualified American
is available to do the job.

Congresswoman Donna E
Shalala alleged that Trump is
now attacking American busi-
nesses — and jeopardising the
economic recovery — in service
of xenophobia. “America will be
poorer and less competitive
because of it,” she said.

“This Executive Order is
yet another example of
President Trump using the
coronavirus pandemic to
advance a hateful and extreme
anti-immigrant agenda,” said
Congresswoman Chellie
Pingree. 

“There’s no question that
employers should hire out of
work Americans whenever pos-
sible, but Maine businesses
have said repeatedly they need
H-2B, J-1, L-1 visa holders to
operate and continue to
reopen... This ban will make
our economic recovery more
difficult,” she said. PTI

Washington: Top US lawmak-
ers, corporates and human
rights bodies working among
the immigrant communities
have slammed the Trump
administration for suspending
H-1B and other foreign work
visas till December 31 to help
millions of Americans hit by job
losses during the coronavirus
pandemic.

The decision, which is
being described as part of an
‘America-first recovery’ effort,
would free up 5,25,000 jobs in
the US for American workers,
officials said.

Hit by the pandemic, near-
ly 40 million Americans have
lost their jobs in the last couple
of months as the US economy
has come to a halt due to the
deadly virus that has so far has
killed more than 120,000 peo-
ple in America, the worst-hit
country by the virus.

The decision is expected to
impact a large number of

Indian IT professionals and
several American and Indian
companies who were issued H-
1B visas by the US government
for the fiscal year 2021 begin-
ning October 1. They would
now have to wait at least till the
end of the current year before
approaching the US diplomat-
ic missions to get stamping. It
would also impact a large num-
ber of Indian IT professionals
who are seeking renewal of
their H-1B visas. 

Sundar Pichai, Indian-
American CEO of Google,
expressed disappointment over
the proclamation, saying that
immigration has contributed
immensely to America’s eco-
nomic success, making it a
global leader in tech, and also
Google, the company it is today.

“Disappointed by today’s
proclamation - we’ll continue to
stand with immigrants and
work to expand opportunity for
all,” Pichai said. PTI
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China threatened on Tuesday to retali-
ate against new US restrictions on

Chinese state media, escalating tensions
between the two superpowers as they crack
down on each other’s news outlets.

The US State Department said Monday
it was reclassifying four organisations —
China Central Television, China News
Service, the People’s Daily and the Global
Times — as foreign missions rather than
media outlets in the United States, adding
to five others designated in February.

China has already expelled more than
a dozen American journalists as part of the
row.

On Tuesday Beijing decried the latest
US move as “bare-faced political suppres-
sion of Chinese media” that “further
exposes the hypocrisy of the so-called free-
dom of speech and press which the US likes
to flaunt”.

“We strongly urge the US to reject this
Cold War mindset and ideological bias...
otherwise China will have no choice but to
make an appropriate response,” said foreign
ministry spokesman Zhao Lijian at a rou-
tine briefing.
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Seoul: A South Korean activist on Tuesday
said hundreds of thousands of leaflets had
been launched by balloon across the
border with North Korea overnight, after
the North repeatedly warned it would
retaliate against such actions.

The move is certain to intensify ten-
sions between the Koreas, after the
North abruptly raised its rhetoric against
South Korean civilian leafleting and
pushed to resume its psychological war-
fare against the South.

Police in the South Korean border town
of Paju said Tuesday they were checking into
details about the reported leafleting. Activist
Park Sang-hak said his organization flew
huge balloons carrying 500,000 leaflets,
2,000 one-dollar bills and small books on
North Korea from Paju on Monday night.

Park, formerly a North Korean who
fled to South Korea, said in a statement
his leafleting is “a struggle for justice for
the sake of liberation of ” North Korean
residents.

Calling North Korean leader Kim Jong
Un “an evil” and his rule “barbarism,” Park
said he’ll keep sending anti-Kim leaflets
despite worries about his safety. 

“Though North Korean residents have

become modern-day slaves with no basic
rights, don’t they have the rights to know
the truth?” he said.

South Korean officials have vowed to
ban leafleting and said they would press
charges against Park, who has sent leaflets
toward North Korea for years.

Authorities said Park’s activities are
unnecessarily raising animosities between
the Koreas and potentially endangering
residents in border areas. In 2014, North
Korean troops opened fire at propagan-
da balloons flying toward their territory,
triggering an exchange of fire that caused
no known causalities.

Last week, North Korea blew up an
inter-Korean liaison office on its territo-
ry and threatened to take unspecified steps
to nullify 2018 agreements aimed at low-
ering front-line military tensions.  AP
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London: UK Prime Minister
Boris Johnson is on Tuesday set
to announce July 4 as the date
for a significant lifting of lock-
down restrictions in the coun-
try, with cinemas, museums,
bars, pubs and restaurants being
allowed to open their doors to
the public once again.

The venues, which have
been closed for at least three
months since the UK went
into its official coronavirus-
induced lockdown on March
23, will be required to have safe-
ty measures set out under gov-
ernment guidance in place to be
able to operate. 

The Cabinet will meet on
Tuesday to officially rubber-
stamp the decision to allow
public venues, including the-
atres and businesses such as
hairdressers, to reopen from
July 4, effectively marking an

end to the lockdown in what
some British MPs have dubbed
“Super Saturday”.

Johnson is then due to set
out some details in the House
of Commons on how pubs
and other social venues can
safely reopen, following a
review of the 2-metre manda-
tory social distancing rule by
the UK’s COVID-19 strategy
group on Monday. Johnson is
expected to tell Parliament that
the 2-metre social distancing
rule will also be halved to 1
metre (3ft 3in) from July 4, with
some mitigating measures. The
Government had come under
pressure from the hospitality
sector, and some MPs from
within the ruling Conservative
Party, to relax the 2m rule, with
many saying it would be impos-
sible to trade under the current
measures. AP
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GOVERNMENT OF MAHARASHTRA
EXECUTIVE ENGINEER, PUBLIC WORKS DIVISION, BEED 

E-TENDER NOTICE NO.BEED/ 04 OF 2019-20
E-Tenders for (36) Works in B-1 form is invited by the Executive
Engineer, Public Works Division, Beed (Phone No. 02442-222474)
from the registered Contractors in appropriate class of Public
Works Department of Govt. of Maharashtra for the improvement
roads/repair of buildings/construction of new buildings in Tal.
Beed/Georai/Wadwani Dist. Beed.
The details can be viewed and downloaded from following web-
site.
www.mahapwd.com. Sd/-
https://mahatenders.gov.in Executive Engineer
DGIPR/2020-2021/255 Public Works Division Beed
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New Delhi: The total income of
the company during the quarter
and year ended 31-03-2020 was
�2,574.65 crore and � 9,133.28
crore respectively as against
�2,266.80 crore and �8,059.27
crore in the corresponding peri-
od of the previous year, regis-
tering a growth in total income
of 13.58% and 13.33% respec-
tively in both the periods.

Profit after tax for the
quarter and year ended 31-03-
2020 was �392.48 crore and
�1,413.85 crore respectively as
against �290.13 crore and �
1,266.97 crore in the corre-
sponding period of the previ-
ous year, registering a growth
of 35.28% and 11.59% respec-
tively in both the periods.

Power generation during
the quarter and year ended 31-
03-2020 was 6098.95 MU and
21922.98 MU as against
5586.17 MU and 20676.18 MU
in the corresponding period of
the previous year, registering a
growth of 9.18% and 6.03 %
respectively in both the periods.

Power export during quar-
ter and year ended 31-03-2020
was 5301 MU and 18840.84 MU
respectively as against 4766.54
and 17505.30 MU in the corre-
sponding period of the previous
year, registering a growth of
11.21% and 7.63% respectively in
both the periods. After com-
missioning of 709 MW of Solar
Power Plant, solar power gener-
ation during the quarter and year
ended 31-03-2020 to 486.56
MU and 1401.42 MU as against
155.63 MU and 471.14 MU
respectively in both periods.
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In what comes as a ray of hope
for international travel, the

Ministry of Civil Aviation is
considering travel requests from
several countries. The Ministry
said that it is examining the
requests of several countries
including the 
US, France, Germany to allow
their airlines to operate repa-
triation flights. 

The Civil Aviation
Ministry’s statement has come
after the US Department of
Transportation announced on
Monday that it has barred Air
India from operating chartered
flights between India and the
USA from July 22 without its
prior approval, in an apparent
retaliation for the Indian gov-
ernment not allowing USA car-
riers to operate between the two
countries.

In a tweet, the Ministry
informed that it has received
requests from concerned
authorities in several countries
including the US, France,
Germany among others
requesting that their air carriers
be allowed to participate in the
transportation of passengers
along the line being conducted

by Air India under Vande
Bharat Mission. “These requests
are being examined,” it added.

The Ministry said, “As we
contemplate further opening
up in response to demands, we
are looking at the prospect of
establishing individual bilater-
al bubbles, India-US, India-
France, India-Germany, India-
UK. These are all destinations
where demand for travel has not
diminished. Final decisions pur-
suant to negotiations are expect-
ed to be taken soon.”

According to the Ministry,
these evacuation flights which
were primarily meant for the
evacuation of our citizens from
all over the world are now
increasingly carrying Indians
and citizens of other countries
outbound to countries where
they are normally resident. “As
we contemplate further open-
ing up in response to demands,
we are looking at the prospect
of establishing individual bilat-
eral bubbles, India-US, India-
France, India-Germany, India-
UK. These are all destinations
where demand for travel has
not diminished. Final deci-
sions pursuant to negotiations
are expected to be taken soon.”

Earlier, the US’ DOT has

accused the Indian Government
of engaging in discriminatory
and restrictive practices by leav-
ing out US carriers from the gov-
ernment-backed Vande Bharat
Mission (VBM) to repatriate
stranded Indians from foreign
countries including the US.

The Ministry said on
Tuesday that it had one round
of negotiations with the repre-
sentatives of the DOT and US
Embassy on June 15 about let-
ting American carriers operate
flights.  “They were invited to
submit precise proposals in this
respect.  A communication has
now been received on 19 June,
2020 detailing these requests,”
the Ministry said.

“By this Order, we are noti-
fying National Aviation
Company of India Limited d/b/a
Air India (Air India), a foreign
air carrier of India that holds
economic authority from the
Department .... will be required,
effective 30 days after the service
date of this Order, to obtain prior
approval from the Department
in the form of a statement of
authorisation before operating
any Third- and/or Fourth-
Freedom charter flights to or
from the United States,” US’
DOT said in the order. 

New Delhi: The Centre on
Tuesday declared the mini-
mum support price (MSP) for
mature dehusked coconut for
2020 at �2,700 per quintal, up
by �129 or 5.02 per cent from
�2,571 per quintal during 2019.
The hike in MSP for dehusked
coconut ensures immediate
cash to the small farmers who
are unable to hold the product
and are having insufficient
facility of copra making for
milling purpose to extract edi-
ble oil.

As per a statement by the
Ministry, Union Minister for
agriculture Minister Narendra
Singh Tomar said the Prime
Minister Narendra Modi-led
Government has paid the
utmost attention to the inter-
ests of farmers nationwide.
This would be a relief to the
coconut farmers who are
already affected by the Covid-
19 pandemic and the conse-
quent disruption in the supply
chain, Tomar  said.

The Minister said that
coconut being a small holders’
crop, aggregation and arrang-
ing copra-making facility at the
farmers’ level is a rarity.

Though the MSP for
milling copra is �9,960 per

quintal for the 2020 crop sea-
son, the declaration of a high-
er MSP for dehusked coconut
ensures immediate cash to the
small farmers, who are unable
to hold the product and have
insufficient facilities for copra-
making.

The National Agricultural
Cooperative Marketing
Federation of India Limited
(NAFED) and National
Cooperative Consumer
Federation of India Limited
(NCCF) act as central nodal
agencies to undertake price
support operations at the MSP
in the coconut growing states
such as Andhra Pradesh,
Karnataka, Kerala,  Tamil
Nadu, Odisha, Maharashtra,
West Bengal and Gujarat. Ball
copra (used for edible con-
sumption and is considered in
the dry fruit category) and
milling copra (mainly used to
extract coconut oils), however,
attract nearly four times 
higher price than the dehusked
coconut. PNS
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Banks have sanctioned loans
of over �79,000 crore till

June 20 to 19 lakh MSMEs and
other businesses, of which 
�35,000 crore has already been
disbursed, the Finance Ministry
said on Tuesday.

As part of the Aatma
Nirbhar Bharat (Self-reliant
India) package, the
Government had last month
announced its plan for �3 lakh
crore as additional credit to
MSMEs and small 
businesses. 

Such enterprises were eli-
gible to receive up to 20 per
cent of their existing borrow-
ing as additional loans at inter-
est rates which were capped.

“The interventions by
Government for MSMEs, have
been gaining rapid traction.
Under the Emergency Credit
Line backed by a Government
guarantee, Banks from public
and private sectors have so far
already sanctioned loans worth
over �79,000 crore as of June
20, 2020, of which more than
�35,000 crore has already been
disbursed,” the  Ministry said
in a statement.

The top lenders under the
Scheme are SBI, HDFC Bank,
Bank of Baroda,  PNB and
Canara Bank. 

This has helped 19 lakh
MSMEs & other businesses
restart their businesses  post the
lockdown, it added.

Separately, under RBI’s
Special Liquidity Facility
announced in March-April,
2020, SIDBI has sanctioned
over �10,220 crore to NBFCs,
Micro Finance Institutions and
banks for lending to MSME &
small borrowers, the ministry
said.

National Housing Bank
(NHB) has sanctioned its entire
facility of  �10,000 crore to
housing finance companies.  

This refinance by SIDBI
and NHB is in addition to
ongoing schemes through
which over �30,000 crore has
been sanctioned. 

Under the Extended Partial
Guarantee Scheme for NBFCs
and MFI, approvals have
crossed �5,500 crore.
Transactions for another 
� 5,000 crore are under process
of approval, while certain other
deals are currently under nego-
tiation, the Ministry added. 
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Domestic rating agency
Icra on Tuesday down-

graded the rating on certain
bonds of Yes Bank, days after
RBI restrained the lender
from making repayments to
bondholders on account of
capital being below the man-
dated levels.

The rating on six Basel-
II compliant upper tier II
bonds totalling up to � 32,611
crore have been downgraded
to ‘D’, according to a state-
ment.

RBI had refused to
accede to a bank’s request to
pay the interest on the bonds
issued in 2012 due on June 29
because of the low capital lev-
els. 

The bank, which is
preparing for raising capital at
present, had asserted 
that it has sufficient 
liquidity to meet all require-
ments.

“The timely servicing of
the upcoming coupon, which
is cumulative  in nature
remains constrained and the
same is likely to be paid only
when the bank achieves a
CRAR of 9.0 per cent,” Icra
said.
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Market gauges Sensex and
Nifty on Tuesday surged

over 1.5 per cent to post their
fourth straight session of gains
amid reports that Indian and
Chinese armies agreed to de-
escalate border tensions.

The BSE Sensex rallied
519.11 points, or 1.49 per cent,
to close at 35,430.43; while the
NSE Nifty soared 159.80
points, or 1.55 per cent, to end
at 10,471.

Aided by positive cues
from global markets and sus-
tained foreign fund inflow,
investor sentiment remained
upbeat.

On the Sensex chart, L&T
was the top gainer, soaring
around 7 per cent, followed by
Bajaj Finance, IndusInd Bank,
NTPC, PowerGrid, M&M and
Axis Bank.

On the other hand,
Reliance Industries Bharti
Airtel and Maruti closed with
loss.

Sectorally, BSE power,
capital goods, utilities, realty,
industrials and bankex rallied
up to 4.24 per cent.  Broader
midcap and smallcap indices
rose up to 1.80 per cent.

“The Indian indices trad-
ed positive, in sync with glob-

al indices, seemingly on the
back of continued liquidity
flows into the markets,” Vinod
Nair, Head of Research at
Geojit Financial Services,
said.

“Markets were also opti-
mistic on the back of news of
a de-escalation in border hos-
tilities and the pace of 
Covid-19 recoveries increasing,
in spite of the new virus infec-
tions,” he added.

In a positive move, Indian
and Chinese armies have
arrived at a consensus to “dis-
engage” from all friction points
in eastern Ladakh at a
marathon meeting of top mil-

itary commanders of the two
sides on Monday, official
sources said.

The talks were held in a
“cordial, positive and con-
structive atmosphere” and it
was decided that modalities for
disengagement from all areas in
eastern Ladakh will be taken
forward by both the sides, they
said.

On a net basis, foreign
institutional investors bought
equities worth � 424.21 crore in
the capital market on Monday,
provisional exchange data
showed.  The rupee appreciat-
ed 37 paise to close at 75.66
against the US dollar.
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Petrol price on Tuesday was
hiked by 20 paise per litre

and diesel by 55 paise as the oil
companies increased prices for
the 17th day in a row that took
the cumulative increase to a
steep �8.5 and �10.01 per litre,
respectively.

Petrol price in Delhi was
hiked to �79.76 per litre from
�79.56, while diesel rates were
increased to �79.40 a litre from
�78.55, according to a price
notification of state oil mar-
keting companies.

Rates have been increased
across the country and vary
from State to State depending
on the incidence of local sales
tax or value added tax.

The 17th daily increase in
rates, since oil companies on
June 7 restarted revising prices
in line with costs after ending
an 82-day hiatus in rate revi-
sion, has taken diesel prices to
fresh highs. Petrol price too is
at a two-year high. 

Mumbai: The rupee on
Tuesday appreciated by 37 paise
to close at nearly two-week high
of 75.66 against the US cur-
rencies following a rally in
domestic equities and persistent
foreign fund inflows on easing
border tension with China.

Besides, an unstable US
dollar against major global cur-
rencies also helped the rupee

surge, forex dealers said.
At the interbank foreign

exchange market, the rupee
opened strong at 75.86. During
the session the domestic unit
swung between a high of 75.65
and a low of 75.89.

It finally settled at 75.66
against the US dollar, register-
ing a rise of 37 paise over its
previous close of 76.03.  PTI
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Leading creative education institu-
tions in India and the UK, Pearl

Academy and University for the
Creative Arts (UCA), have signed a
Memorandum of Understanding
(MoU) that enables Pearl Academy
students to progress to the pro-
grammes offered by UCA through
seamless transfer of credits.

At a time when COVID-19 has put
students’ aspirations to study aboard in
jeopardy, this academic tie-up enables
them to fulfill that dream without
wasting an academic year.

The academy’s existing and future
students those who will enroll for pro-

grammes in 2020 and onwards will ben-
efit from this tie-up. They will be able
to transfer their credits to UCA and
study at one of the four campuses of
UCA.

Talking about the tie-up, Professor
Nandita Abraham, President, Pearl
Academy, said: “Students and their
parents start planning for higher stud-
ies much in advance, but this pandem-
ic has made travelling abroad to study
almost impossible. Letting go of an aca-
demic year is their choice but not
advisable. Progression programmes cre-
ate a win-win situation for them, where-
in they get the best of education, glob-
al exposure and an international cred-
it transfer.”


��� '03��0:�5

The Indian Institute
of Art and Design

(IIAD) in collabora-
tion with Kingston
School of Art, London
offers undergraduate
programmes in fash-
ion design, fashion
business management,
communication design
and interior architec-
ture & design. 

It also offers post-
graduate programmes
in Fashion Design and
Fashion Business

Management. 
The Institute offers

these programmes
through its creative stu-
dio-based education
and strives to groom
the next generation of
designers and design
thinkers at its state-of-
the-art campus in New
Delhi. 

How to apply: Log
on to www.iiad.edu.in.  

A d m i s s i o n
Process: Apply for
IIAD Entrance Test,
July 17 and July 18,
2020.

Over the last two decades, the
study of entrepreneurship has

expanded from just the study of
entrepreneurs and market research
to a much broader subject. Now, the
study also incorporates entrepre-
neurial behavior patterns of an
individual, a company and the
market, start-ups, and scale-ups, the
different business partnerships,
societal and economic develop-
ment. Students are showing
immense interest in becoming
entrepreneurs than working for
someone else. 

India has become the third-
largest start-up ecosystem and
numerous start-ups are emerging
every day with the hope of rising to

the top. Universities are making an
effort to bring the right infrastruc-
ture in place to enhance entrepre-
neurship education. The number of
universities now offering the entre-
preneurship course is slowly rising
and soon we will be looking at more
reformed programmes that also
help second-third generation entre-
preneurs to help scale their business.

Let us look at the five trending
changes that promise to uplift the
innovation and entrepreneurial
ecosystem:

Incorporate entrepreneurial
eco-system and learning: The uni-
versities and colleges have started
acknowledging and providing
entrepreneurial courses, and are

now focusing on building an
advanced curriculum that will form
the heart of this unique program.
More experiential learning, imple-
mentation of innovative ideas, live
projects, building business models,
facing real-world challenges, outside
classroom learning, is what will
encourage and prepare the students
for what the market has to offer. 

Inclusiveness and mass reach:
Institutions have started marketing
the benefits and learning of entre-
preneurial education. Since, when it
comes to business, we see more male
candidates and also people who have
money to invest, the whole mar-
keting strategy is based out on the
awareness of investors available for

financial support and how women
can benefit and make this career
choice their own. The whole start-
up scenario needs diversity and
inclusion, which is now being
worked upon and is open to all those
who has a mind for business.

Building innovation labs and
creative workspace: The next thing
institutions are looking forward to
is building innovation labs and
workspace where the students have
the tools, materials, and training
they need to create prototypes and
play around with innovation. A few
colleges have already established
such spaces inside their campus for
the betterment of the students. We
are looking at more communities
coming forward and building such
an innovative space where the stu-
dents get to nurture their innova-
tion potential.

Boot camps and competitions:
A budding entrepreneur needs the
push to do his best. Rigorous train-
ing programmes should be con-
ducted frequently that enrich the
students with new ideas, tech-
niques, resources, networks,
investors, tools, infrastructure, and
the right mentor is what will drive
them launch their start-ups and
make it a flourishing business.
Competitions with other budding
entrepreneurs over innovative prod-
ucts and services will give them the
boost they need to ideate and
strategise. The boot camps will
help the students grow a business
sense, talk to investors and grow
their network on a national and
global platform.
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Now returning to the way
things were before the pan-
demic is not part of the
plan as nothing will really be

normal again. The key is to be flexible
between each scenario, and prepare for
multiple realities at the same time. If
the worst-case scenario becomes real-
ity, the newly turned/aspiring entre-
preneur will know exactly who to call
about the excess and which arms of the
business to eliminate.

The critical ingredient to start a
business is getting off your butt and
doing something. It’s as simple as that.
A lot of people have ideas — but few
decide to do something about them
now. Not tomorrow. Not next week, but
today. The true entrepreneur is a doer
— not a dreamer. Go all out.

The time is now
Look, you’re an aspiring entrepre-

neur, and that means that you aren’t
likely taking the easy road to anywhere.
You rise to meet challenges heads-on;
while others may look for the safe path
to mediocrity, you’re looking for the
tough path to excellence. Now’s the
opportunity to kind of see what you
can create in the midst of all this down-
time

Think big, dream big, but start
small

Great ventures start from small
beginnings. Always dream big, but that
doesn’t mean you have to start big and
there is nothing wrong with starting
small. To win a boxing match first thing
is to enter the boxing ring. To live your
dreams, you must start working on it.
Every great organisation starts with a
few handful of like minded people,
every great author starts with a single
paragraph, every great athlete start

from winning his local competitions
and every singer starts from singing in
front of the mirror. You don’t have to
be afraid of the situations; neither you
haveto wait for the perfect situation.
Don’t worry about the conditions and
circumstances; be ready for your
beginning.

As starting out new you should
find some comfort in knowing that in
being small, you have the advantage of
being more nimble and agile, which
allows you to adapt more quickly
than larger companies.

Adapt to changing times is crit-
ical for survival

Adapting to change is what will
keep you relevant, valuable and at the
forefront of the competitive edge. In the
business sense of the word, adaptabil-
ity entails being open to new ideas and
concepts, being able to work on an
independent basis or with a team as the
situation demands, and juggling mul-
tiple projects without getting flum-
moxed when conditions abruptly
change. The ability or degree of will-
ingness to which one adapts in such
situations essentially determines one’s

level of flexibility — and possibly the
heights they will achieve in the future.

As the COVID-19 pandemic con-
tinues to alter how we live our lives,
many businesses have been quick to
tweak their operations to reflect the
new situation.

Invest in less manpower; more on
smarts

Customers come second, employ-
ees first. Invest in clock-changer
employees who are willing to go the
extra mile to accomplish a task that
everyone else is skirting. People can
make anything possible. One man
army can only look good in a reel world
not in the real world where you do a
real business.

Now sadly common occurrence of
reducing headcount, as employers like
to call it, you will realise that lean is in
and less is more. Invest in less man-
power; more on smarts.

Building a business is never easy
Building a successful business

won’t be anything like you imagined.
You will face failures, even when
things are bloomy and economy is
doing great.

You have to rise to the occasion
however, rising to the occasion can be
fun for daydreaming, but in the real
world it rarely plays out with a fairy-
tale ending. 

Establish a remote work option
As things are rapidly moving dig-

ital, remote work is becoming easier
than ever. Having remote employees
can be cost-effective, especially without
renting office space each month. The
talent pool for potential employees can
grow to include anyone around the
world. And with fewer cars on the road
at rush hour, remote work is the more
sustainable option.

Your body language is your vis-
iting card

Pandemic or no pandemic your
body language and vision should
always be in sync.

Body language in business sets the
foundation for people to communicate
with others on a deeper level. Your body
language, the unspoken language you
portray in conversation, can make or
break your business future.

Be prepared for the unexpected
Shouldn’t you have more reason to

be scared of the uncertain scenario? Yes,
you should, and that’s a good thing, for
you.

It’s wise to stop assuming the most
likely outcome will turn up at the con-
clusion of every situation. A successful
company prepares for multiple out-
comes regardless of what’s expected.
Foresight enables you to respond effec-
tively in all circumstances. The best way
to prepare is to include all departments
and employees in the planning process.
You’ll get fresh, unique perspectives that
are more likely to result in critical and
innovative thinking.

Don’t wait for the right time or the
right investment

In every crisis, there’s opportunity
to engage, innovate, and connect

If you sit and wait for the right
opportunity, you may lose out on the
precious time that you could have
invested in working. Know that now is
as good a time as any to initiate a busi-
ness. Instead of contemplating for 24
hours work for 24 minutes, that shall
yield more results.

Strive for quality than quantity.
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The way year 2020 has panned
out so far, paradigm shifts and
persistent fear of the unknown

have become a way of life. Even as
nations emerge from the forced lock-
downs, one point that it leaves us all
with is the fact that the virus is here
to stay. 

While the student community
somewhat rejoiced the announcement
of the first lockdown, the happiness
was short lived when parents and stu-
dents alike were forced to mull over
one vital question. How do you cope
with the syllabi in a curtailed acade-
mic year and more importantly, will
online teaching be beneficial in the
long run? The fear of losing a year
which would adversely impact careers
was a nightmarish thought.

Over the last three months, online
teaching and classes have become a
new normal and even after the pan-
demic assuages, students would not be
willing to step out and gather in
schools, colleges or institutes for a long
time. Such conditions would encour-
age students and parents to continue
with online learning resources. 

Parents are at ease with online
learning because monitoring the
progress of their ward is possible on
a firsthand basis. Home tutoring and
schooling has been a way of life in
some western countries for a long
time. Classroom teaching was being
questioned for a long time here too.
The main issue cited was students not

being able to cope with the pace. With
online teaching, the students are
finding it easy to be able to understand
and obtain adequate subject knowl-
edge. Opting for online teaching will
soon become a preferred choice for
parents and teachers alike. 

A major advantage of online
classes is that students are able to learn
sitting in the comforts of their homes
from their smartphones, tablets, lap-
tops or desktops without the fear of
being exposed to the virus. Another
major advantage is the load of the
school bag gets transferred onto the
gadgets thereby bringing down the
physical exertion of the students. 

The probability of online learning
becoming full time has increased
manifolds due to its effectiveness as
a mode of learning and capability to
provide better learning experience
than the traditional modes of teach-
ing. Students now have access to a

number of teachers not limited to their
school for guidance, while also getting
information easily and on-demand
and getting data-based recommen-
dations. Up-skilling their current
academic staff and equipping them
with the right skills to create and deliv-
er top quality digital content while
ensuring maximum engagement is yet
another prerequisite for transitioning
the e-learning space. An effective way
to do this would be through teacher
training programmes that would help
teachers create digital content with
modern teaching methodologies,
teach online and overcome the shy-
ness of facing a camera. The educa-
tion system is set to see a revolution,
students have identified the high
points of online learning and they
would not be reluctant in learning
online full time. 
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With India Inc. treating
the current pandemic

as an opportunity to upskill
their workforce, the Great
Learning Corporate Academy
by Great Learning has
emerged as their preferred
ed-tech platform for
upskilling their employees.
500+ corporates have used
the Great Learning Corporate
Academy in the last 30 days
to train more than 10,000
employees. While most of
this demand has come from

sectors like Auto, BFSI, E-
commerce, Finance and IT,
the academy has also wit-
nessed significant interest
from government employ-
ees. 

Launched in April 2020,
the academy is a free online
repository that offers high
quality structured learning
content across 30 career crit-
ical skills. The platform offers
300+ courses in domains like
Data Science, Machine
Learning, Artificial
Intelligence, Cloud
Computing, Big Data and

Digital Marketing. In the last
30 days, 25 per cent of active
users have already completed
at least one course, each of
them spending an average of
two hours per day on the plat-
form.

Mohan Lakhamraju,
Founder and CEO, Great
Learning said: “ The academy’s
purpose is to offer organisa-
tions the opportunity to help
their employees develop career
critical skills relevant for the
digital age at zero cost. It pro-
vides them with high quality
programs developed by the

best of our faculty. This ini-
tiative is an integral part of our
belief that everyone willing to
put in the effort needed to
learn should have access to the
best learning opportunities.
We encourage and support
organisations who want to
take any efforts to ensure
their employees’ constant
learning. The response from
companies have been great so
far and we look forward to
more employees taking advan-
tage of the platform esent cir-
cumstances and be prepared
to accelerate their careers.”
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The Indraprastha Institute
of Information Technology

(IIIT), Delhi has announced
the beginning of the applica-
tion process for its PG
Diploma in Data Science and
Artificial Intelligence (AI).
The interested candidates can
apply till July 20, 2020 on the
institute’s official website,
https://www.pgddsai.iiitd.ac.in/

Data Science and Artificial
Intelligence (AI), has emerged
as a thriving field from
Industry Utility and
Employability point of view.
This market is likely to swell to
USD 20 billion by 2025.
Companies are becoming
increasingly reliant on data-
backed intelligence and are
eager to hire data professionals
who can make sense of the
information their respective

businesses collect day in and
day out. 

With the fast-paced expan-
sion of the AI/ML job market,
the skill gap is becoming a rea-
son for worry. The Employer
demand for AI skill outstripped
job seekers by 2.2 times in Jun
2018. 

This supply-demand gap
indicates a huge opportunity
for mid and senior-level pro-
fessionals to transit into the
field of Data Science and AI.

To cater to the upskilling
needs of IT professionals and
to meet the industry require-
ments, IIIT-Delhi, in collabo-
ration with IBM has launched
a nine-month long PG
Diploma programme in Data
Science and AI (PGDDS&AI).
The institute will conduct the
entire programme through
online classes on weekends
every month.
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The Dr CV Raman University (CVRU), which is a part of
the distinguished AISECT Group of Universities (AGU)

and is located in Vaishali district of Bihar, has announced that
the admission process for the 2020 academic session is now
open. In the light of the COVID-19 pandemic, the universi-
ty has taken the admission process for the year online. 

All facilities and services related to the admission process
have been made available online, including virtual campus tours
on the university’s YouTube channel and live chats with coun-
selors. Students can submit the application form as well as deposit
their fees online through enabled websites and portals. The
University is also set to arrange career counseling sessions for
prospective students along with online classes on personality
development, soft skills and communication, entirely free of cost. 

In addition to going 100 per cent digital for the admission
process, the University has also taken several measures to take
teaching-learning as well as other operations entirely online.
About 30 online lectures are being offered per day by CVRU Bihar
and this process began from March 30, 2020. Around 400-500
students and 35 faculty members are a part of the lecture series.
Apart from this, a digital library with over 65,000 e-learning
resources has been made available in order to aid the process of
self-study.  Online assignments, question banks and quizzes have
also been made available for students to further improve access.
Virtual placement drives, career development webinars and per-
sonality development sessions are also being organised.
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Manchester City thrashed
Burnley 5-0 at an
empty Etihad to ensure

Liverpool will not be able to
clinch the Premier League title
when they face Crystal Palace on
Wednesday.

However, the match was
overshadowed by a banner
flown over the stadium at the
start of the match reading: White
lives matter Burnley.

Black Lives Matter has been
printed on the back of all shirts
for the first 12 matches of the
Premier League restart.

Players, coaches and refer-
ees have also taken a knee
before kick-off in every match to
show their support for the fight
against racial injustice.

“I am ashamed, I’m embar-
rassed, that a small number of
our fans have decided to put that
around the stadium,” said
Burnley captain Ben Mee.

“These people need to come
into the 21st century and edu-
cate themselves as a lot of us do.
I’m really upset that happened.”

In a statement, Burnley
promised to hand lifetime bans
to those responsible.

“We wish to make it clear
that those responsible are not
welcome at Turf Moor,” said the
club.

“We apologise unreserved-
ly to the Premier League, to

Manchester City and to all those
helping to promote Black Lives
Matter.”

The disparity of resources

between the sides was shown
even before kick-off as Burnley
boss Sean Dyche could not
even fill his bench, while Pep

Guardiola was able to make
eight changes from a 3-0 win
over Arsenal on Wednesday.

Dyche has been left frustrat-

ed by the Burnley board’s refusal
to extend contracts of five play-
ers who are out of contract at the
end of the month.

Phil Foden made the most
of his chance to start for City as
the 20-year-old opened the
floodgates with a sweet strike
from outside the box.

Riyad Mahrez then killed
the game as a contest
with a quick double
before half-time.

The Algerian left
Charlie Taylor trailing
on the floor before firing
into the far corner on his
weaker right foot.

VAR awarded Mahrez the
chance to double his tally from
the penalty spot after Mee
caught Sergio Aguero.

The Argentine striker had to
be replaced by Gabriel Jesus and
Guardiola admitted Aguero’s
knee injury “doesn’t look good”.

“He felt something in his
knee,” said Guardiola. “He strug-
gled in the last month with some
pain in his knee.”

Retaining their Premier

League title may be beyond
City as they trail Liverpool by 20
points, but Guardiola’s men still
have the chance to add the FA
Cup and Champions League to
the League Cup they won in
March.

The fierce competition for
places appears to be having an
effect as there was no let-up after

the break.
Bernardo Silva’s low

cross was turned home by
his namesake David for
the hosts’ fourth.

Foden then rounded
off the scoring at the far
post after Gabriel Jesus

failed to convert David Silva’s
cross.

“That was my best game in
a City shirt,” said Foden.

“I am just happy how the
team are playing at the moment.
We’re looking sharp.”

There was another positive
for City late on as Leroy Sane
replaced Foden to make his first
appearance since suffering cru-
ciate knee ligament damage in
August.
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Cristiano Ronaldo and Paulo
Dybala scored early as

Juventus put their Italian Cup
final woes behind them with a
2-0 win over Bologna on
Monday to move four points
clear of Lazio on top of the Serie
A table.

Portuguese star Ronaldo
had missed a penalty in the
Italian Cup semi-final against
AC Milan, and drew a blank in
the final which Juventus lost 4-
2 on penalties to Napoli.

But the 35-year-old
made no mistake in
Juventus’s first league game
since beating Inter Milan
2-0 in Turin on March 8.

He converted a spot-
kick earned by Matthijs de Ligt
after 23 minutes for his 26th goal
for the Turin giants in all com-
petitions this season.

Dybala curled in the second
on 36 minutes off a Federico
Bernardeschi back-heel flick as
Juventus, chasing a ninth con-
secutive Scudetto, opened up a
four-point lead on second-
placed Lazio.

“We need confidence and
this victory will help us,” said
Dybala. “It’s not easy to be bril-
liant right now, we hadn’t been
playing for a long time.

“If we had won the (Italian
Cup) final everyone would have
complimented us, because on a
tactical level we have had a great
game, even if we were not bril-
liant, but we conceded little.

“Today we played a great

game, even if after 2-0 we gave
up a bit.”

Lazio travel north to fourth-
placed Atalanta in Bergamo on
Wednesday, looking to keep
their bid for a first Serie A title
in two decades on track.

Inter Milan, in third, are
nine points adrift of Juventus,
and next host Sassuolo.

‘IMPORTANT VICTORY’
Elsewhere in Lecce, AC

Milan shrugged off the absence
of Zlatan Ibrahimovic to sweep
past Lecce 4-1 and keep their bid

for European football next
season alive.

Castillejo opened the
scoring after 26 minutes for
the visitors, connecting with
a Hakan Calhanoglu cross

from the right to slot in his first
goal this season.

Marco Mancosu pulled
Lecce level from the penalty spot
after 54 minutes, sparking an
immediate Milan fightback with
two goals in three minutes.

Lecce keeper Gabriel denied
Calhanoglu with Giacomo
Bonaventura on hand to finish
off with Ante Rebic racing
through the Lecce defence for a
third — and his seventh goal this
season.

Rafael Leao got his head to
an Andrea Conti cross with
Calhanoglu again involved in the
build-up after 72 minutes.

Milan move up to seventh
equal on points with Napoli,
who occupy the final Europa
League berth before they play
this week.


���� '03��0:�5

India will have the football-
crazy North-East crowd

behind them as they play all
their group matches of the
women’s U-17 FIFA World
Cup at Guwahati’s
Indira Gandhi Athletic
Stadium.

FIFA on Tuesday
released the revised
schedule for the tour-
nament, which is to
take place from
February 17 to March 7
next year.

The tournament, which
was earlier scheduled to take
place in November 2020, was
pushed back due to the
Covid-19 pandemic.

The quarterfinals will
take place in Ahmedabad,
Navi Mumbai, Bhubaneswar

and Kolkata on February 27
and 28 respectively.

The two semifinals will
be held simultaneously on
March 3 in Navi Mumbai and
Bhubaneswar.

While Navi Mumbai has
also been given the
grand finale besides
the third-place classi-
fication game, the
tournament will open
with double headers
in Guwahati and
B h u b a n e s w a r ’s
Kalinga Stadium.

India, who hold the A1
position in the draw by virtue
of being the hosts will take on
A2, who will be confirmed
when the draw takes place, in
their opener on February 17.
The day’s other Group A
match will also take place in
Guwahati.

Both Group B matches
will take place on the same
day in Bhubaneswar.

Group C and D matches
will take place at the Salt Lake
Stadium in Kolkata and and
TransStadia Arena in
Ahmedabad, respectively on
February 18.

On February 20, India
will face A3 in Guwahati
while the February 22 will see
the hosts take on A4.

This is the second time
India is hosting a FIFA
tournament with U-17
Men’s World Cup 2017
being the first.

Ahmedabad,  Guwahati,
Kolkata, Bhubaneswar and
Navi Mumbai have already
been confirmed as the five
host cities for the tournament
and will host the 32 matches
involving sixteen teams.
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India shuttler H S Prannoy
has apologised to the

Badminton Association of
India (BAI) for his scathing

attack on the national fed-
eration after it did not
recommend him for the

Arjuna Award, days after
he was show-caused for

the outburst.
Prannoy was eventually

recommended for the award
by national coach Pullela

Gopichand in his capacity
as a former Rajiv Gandhi
Khel Ratna recipient.

The world number
28 apologised to BAI
after the governing body

show caused him for his out-
burst on social media and
also highlighted some past
disciplinary issues involving
him.

BAI president Himanta

Biswa Sarma has accepted his
apology and general secretary
Ajay Singhania hoped the
incident won’t be repeated.

“It was unfortunate to
witness something like this
but Prannoy had reached out
to us and based on his sub-
mission, we hope going for-
ward players will reach out to
the federation if they have
any concern,” Singhania said
in a statement on Tuesday.

On June 2, BAI had rec-
ommended Satwiksairaj
Rankireddy, Chirag Shetty
and Sameer Verma for
Arjuna award, leaving out
Prannoy which prompted the
shuttler to express his dis-
pleasure on social media.

��� ����� F
��G*� A limited-overs
marauder he might be but West Indies
swashbuckler Chris Gayle says there is
nothing more challenging than Test
cricket, a format which can also help
one understand the vagaries of life.

Speaking to Indian cricketer
Mayank Agarwal for BCCI’s online
show Open Nets, Gayle, who has played
103 five-day games in his roller-coast-
er career, said nothing beats the Test
experience. He hasn’t, however, played
a five-day game since 2014.

“Test cricket is the ultimate.
Playing Test cricket also gives you a
chance, how to live life because play-
ing five days of cricket is very challeng-
ing. It tests you so many times, makes
sure you are disciplined in everything
you did,” he said.

“It also teaches you how to rebound
from of a tough situation,” he added.

Often accused of focussing
entirely on the shorter for-
mats, the 40-year-old encour-
aged youngsters to strive to
play Tests.

“Test cricket allows
you to test your skills
and mental tough-
ness...Just be dedi-
cated, enjoy what
you do,” Gayle said.
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Australia Test captain Tim
Paine fears the Boxing

Day Test against India could
be moved out of the iconic
Melbourne Cricket Ground
in the wake of rising cases of
coronavirus in Victoria.

With the case load rising
in Victoria,  Cricket Australia
(CA) is open to the idea of
shifting the Boxing Day Test
to Perth, where the situation
remains under control.

“Certainly, from a player’s
point of view, we want to be
playing in front of big crowds
at the best venues and a big
day like Boxing Day is some-
thing that everyone looks
forward to and a big part of
that is playing at the MCG,”
the keeper-batsman said in a
video message posted on CA
website.

“Fingers crossed things
are going well enough that we
can do that but, as I said, we
are spoilt for choice here in
Australia with some world-
class stadiums. If something
had to change, then, again, we
have plenty of options.”

If the match is shifted to

Perth, the CA plans to hold
it at the Optus Stadium,
which can sit 60,000 support-
ers and is regarded as the best
venue in Australia outside the
MCG.

There were also reports
that the match may be held at
an empty MCG depending
on the situation at that time.

Paine, however, said he is
hopeful the Boxing Day Test
of the four-match series
would remain at its spiritual
home.

“Given the current cir-

cumstances, I dare say every-
thing is well and truly on the
table. We are hopeful that
everywhere we play come
summer time, we would be
able to have crowds,” he said.

When India toured
Australia in 2018-19, they
ended up winning a Test
series Down Under for the
first time in seven decades.
Paine was in charge of the
team because then skipper
Steve Smith and his deputy
David Warner copped one-
year bans after their indict-

ment in a ball-tampering
scandal.

Paine said Australia is
better prepared this time.

“We certainly struggled a
little bit last time. Sometimes
you’ve got to give credit.
(India) played very well. I’m
sure we’ve learned a lot from
playing them. We think we’re
a better team now than we
were then.

“A lot of the time in that
last series, we didn’t get
enough runs on the board to
put them under any pressure.
As good as our attack is, you
still need to be scoring
enough runs to win Test
matches. We didn’t score a lot
of runs in that Test series, and
(yet) weren't miles away.”

Australia will have Smith
and Warner back in the line-
up this time and the skipper
emphasised that they need to
score big runs to put India
under pressure.

“We feel if we can get
some scoreboard pressure
on, and score runs we know
we need to score to win Test
matches, that our bowling
attack (won't) let us down,” he
said. 
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Blackcaps’ Test tour of
Bangladesh was on Tuesday

postponed due to the health
threat posed by the Covid-19
pandemic as three cricketers
from the country recently test-
ed positive for the virus.

New Zealand were slated to
play a two-Test series in
Bangladesh in August-
September as part of the ICC
World Test Championship.

Bangladesh has so far
reported more than one lakh
coronavirus cases with over
1,500 deaths.

Last week, former ODI
captain Mashrafe Mortaza,
Nazmul Islam and Nafees Iqbal
also tested positive for the
deadly contagion.

The governing bodies from
both countries are working on
new dates for the series, the
Bangladesh Cricket Board said. 

�1�������������������������

1��
��8������"�	�B�	��
�
0��	��������
���������������������
�������
�����������
����
��������	
$�:�������	R�����	���
��$

�
�� "0:A>��0

Novak Djokovic tested pos-
itive for the coronavirus on

Tuesday after taking part in a
tennis exhibition series he orga-
nized in Serbia and Croatia.

The top-ranked Serb is the
fourth player to test positive for
the virus after first playing in
Belgrade and then again last
weekend in Zadar, Croatia.
His wife also tested positive.

“The moment we arrived
in Belgrade we went to be test-
ed. My result is positive, just as
Jelena’s, while the results of our
children are negative,” Djokovic
said in a statement.

Djokovic has been criti-
cized for organizing the tour-
nament and bringing in play-
ers from other countries amid
the coronavirus pandemic.

Viktor Troicki said on
Tuesday that he and his preg-
nant wife have both been diag-
nosed with the virus, while
Grigor Dimitrov, a three-time
Grand Slam semifinalist from
Bulgaria, said on Sunday he
tested positive. Borna Coric
played Dimitrov on Saturday in
Zadar and on Monday he has
also tested positive.

There were no social dis-
tancing measures observed at
the matches in either country
and Djokovic and other play-
ers were seen hugging each
other and partying in night
clubs and restaurants after the
matches.

“Everything we did in the
past month, we did with a pure
heart and sincere intentions,”
Djokovic said.

“Our tournament meant to

unite and share a message of
solidarity and compassion
throughout the region.”

Djokovic, who has previ-
ously said he was against tak-

ing a vaccine for the virus even
if it became mandatory to trav-
el, was the face behind the
Adria Tour, a series of exhibi-
tion events that started in

Belgrade and then moved to
Zadar.

He left Croatia after the
final was canceled and was test-
ed in Belgrade. The statement
said Djokovic was showing no
symptoms.

Despite the positive test,
Djokovic defended the exhibi-
tion series. “We organized the
tournament at the moment
when the virus has weakened,
believing that the conditions for
hosting the Tour had been
met, Djokovic said.

“Unfortunately, this virus is
still present, and it is a new real-
ity that we are still learning to
cope and live with.”

Djokovic said he will
remain in self-isolation for 14
days and also apologized to
anyone who became infected as
a result of the series.
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����*�Andy Murray is hoping
of making a return to Grand
Slam tennis at both the US and
French Open later this year.

The three-time Grand Slam
champion has been out of action
since November with a pelvic
injury, but will return in an all-
British tournament hosted by his
brother Jamie Murray this week. 

The Battle of the Brits gives
Murray the chance to get some
competitive action under his belt
ahead of the planned August
resumption of the ATP tour before
two Grand Slams come in quick
succession.

The US Open is set to take
place behind closed doors from 31
August, with the French Open
starting on 27 September.

And Murray is happy to
return to New York for his first
Grand Slam since the 2019
Australian Open, even if it means
limiting the number of his team

who can travel with him.
“Playing the Grand Slams

would be my priority,” said the
Scot. “The schedule is tricky and
I understand the reason why it is
like that.

“I don’t mind what the situa-
tion is, providing it is safe.

“If I was told I could take one
person with me, for example,
you can make that work. I’d prob-
ably go with a physio and some
coaching could be done
remotely.” AFP
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��� �����* Indian Olympic
Association president Narinder
Batra is confident of sending a
record contingent of 125 athletes
to next year’s Tokyo Olympics.

“The next one year is going to
be critical and the focus will be on
elite athletes. While we have 78
athletes who have already quali-
fied, I am confident the numbers
will go up to about 125 athletes
once international competitions
and qualifying meets resume
around the globe,” Batra said.

“The preparations will be a
joint effort by the Government of
India, IOA, NSFs (National
Sports Federations) and I feel this
is a situation where the best
needs to be taken out of the
worst.”

India sent a 117-member
contingent at the 2016 Rio Games
and 83 competitors to London in
2012. PTI
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As many as 10 out of the
29 England-bound

Pakistan cricketers have test-
ed positive for the dreaded
coronavirus but boards from
both the countries insisted on
Tuesday that the tour remains
“very much on track”.

After the Pakistan
Cricket Board (PCB)
announced that three players
were found to be Covid-19
positive on Monday night, its
update on Tuesday stated
that seven more have been
infected, including senior
players Mohammad Hafeez
and Wahab Riaz.

The other five are Fakhar
Zaman, Imran Khan, Kashif
Bhatti, Mohammad Hasnain
and Mohammad Rizwan.
The squad was to leave for
the UK on June 28 for three
Tests and as many T20Is
starting in August.

Shadab Khan, Haider Ali
and Haris Rauf had returned
positive tests on Monday.
PCB said all who have tested
positive did not report any
symptoms prior to testing.

“The PCB medical panel
is already in contact with
these players and the
masseur, who have been
instructed to observe strict
quarantine at their homes for
their and their families’ well-
being,” the PCB said in a
statement.

Khan said that the play-

ers and officials would now
assemble in Lahore and
another round of tests would
be carried out on June 25 and
a revised squad would be
announced the next day.

“It is a matter of concern
but we shouldn’t panic at this
time as we have time on our
hands,” Khan said. He said
the players and officials
would be retested on reach-
ing England.

Despite the developments
over two days, Khan said the
tour is on track. “The tour to
England is very much on
track and the side will depart
as per schedule on 28 June.

“Fortunately, all the first-
choice red-ball  squad, bar-
ring Mohammad Rizwan, are
negative, which means they
can start training and practis-
ing immediately after they
have been tested and given
the all clear when they arrive
in England.”
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