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India’s tally of coronavirus
cases crossed half-a-million

mark on Friday with
Maharashtra reporting more
than 5,000 cases and 175 deaths
in 24 hours.

Maharashtra registered
5,024 new coronavirus cases,
taking the tally of cases in the
State to 1,52,765, while the
number of fatalities reached
7,106 with 175 new deaths.

Maharashtra is India’s
worst affected State accounts
for nearly one-third of India’s
total positive cases.

Delhi reported 63 deaths
and 3,460 positive cases on
Thursday, taking the total
number of cases to 77,240
including 47091 recovered/dis-
charged/migrated, 27,657
active cases and 2,492 deaths.

Continued on Page 2
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Launching the Atma Nirbhar
Uttar Pradesh Rozgar

Abhiyan on Friday, Prime
Minister Narendra Modi hailed
Chief Minister Yogi Adityanath
for turning the coronavirus cri-
sis into an opportunity. The PM
launched the scheme through
video conferencing in New
Delhi, in the presence of Yogi.

The Abhiyan is a cam-
paign to provide employment
to 1.25 crore migrant workers
and others, who lost their jobs
during pandemic-induced

lockdown.
The Abhiyan will cover 31

districts of Uttar Pradesh,
which witnessed the influx of
more than 30 lakh migrant
labourers from different parts

due to the lockdown.
“A comparative study of

measures taken by different
States to fight the pandemic
reveals the enormity of success
achieved by Uttar Pradesh.

Demographically, UP is ahead
of Britain, France, Italy and
Spain. Number of casualties in
prosperous nation is over 1.3
lakh while this number is only
600 in UP. Even in the USA
with population of 33 crore,
casualties were 1.25 lakh while
the UP Government through
strenuous efforts saved the
lives of over 85,000 patients
from the virus,” said the PM.

Lauding the Yogi
Government’s effort of evacu-
ation and rehabilitation of
migrant labours, Modi said,
“Over 35 lakh workers returned
to UP and there was a huge
threat of community spread of
the infection. Not only 
did the State Government
served the State but also the
entire nation by diligently man-
aging the crisis.”

Continued on Page 2
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The Southwest monsoon
covered the entire country

on Friday, 12 days earlier than
the expected scheduled date,
bringing in cheers to the 
farmers. The monsoon usual-
ly covers the whole country by
July 8.

The monsoon further
advanced into the remaining
parts of Rajasthan, Haryana,
and Punjab on Friday morning.
Gusty winds and rain lashed
isolated places in Delhi and
some districts in Rajasthan.

According to the India
Meteorological Department
(IMD), the southwest monsoon
during the same period was
155.2 millimetres against the
normal rainfall of 128 mm
which is 21 per cent more than
normal. So far, in the first 26
days of the four-month mon-
soon season that started in
June, out of 683 districts in the
country, 520 have received 77
per cent rainfall. Only 163 dis-
tricts have received deficient
rains so far. 

Dr Kuldeep Shrivastava,
head of the regional weather
forecasting centre, said mon-
soon has covered entire India
on June 26, 2020. The remain-
ing parts of Punjab, Haryana,
and Rajasthan were covered by
monsoon on Friday.

The monsoon advanced
ahead of time due to a low-

pressure area over the Bay of
Bengal, which moved west-
northwestwards and another
cyclonic circulation over cen-
tral India. The two events cre-
ated favourable conditions for
the monsoon. Due to the shift-
ing of the monsoon trough
northwards and convergence of

strong southerly and south-
westerly winds from Bay of
Bengal over northeast and
adjoining east India, wide-
spread and heavy to very heavy
rainfall will continue over the
northeast and east India during
the next three days.

Continued on Page 2

�		����������
��� ��������	

After the Supreme Court
approved the Centre’s deci-

sion to cancel the remaining
CBSE board X, XII exams, the
HRD Ministry and other stake-
holders like engineering, med-
ical, and other professional
institutions are in a fix about
the conduct of the entrance
tests for admissions into IITs,
AIIMS and other institutions.

HRD Ministry sources said
a decision will be taken early
next week in this regard after
a meeting of the HRD Ministry,
the Home Affairs Ministry and
the Health Ministry. 

The JEE Main 2020 exam
are scheduled from July 18 to
23 while the NEET 2020 exam

date is July 26. The HRD
Ministry is now flooded with
requests by students and par-
ents demanding postponement
of Joint Entrance Examination
Main (JEE) and National
Eligibility cum Entrance Test-
Undergraduate (NEET) 2020. 

Ministry sources said early
this week, HRD Minister
Ramesh Pokhriyal Nishank
held two review meetings with
engineering and medical insti-
tute officials and the director-
general of the National Testing
Agency, or NTA, to discuss
“various issues” related to edu-
cation during COVID-19. 

National Testing Agency
(NTA) conducts NEET and
JEE (Main) for lakhs of engi-
neering and medical aspirants

from across the country.
Sources said if the Ministry
decides for postponement then
NTA will work on the options
of conducting  NEET in both
online and offline modes in a
staggered manner.

The development of last
couple of days related to CBSE
and ICSE board examinations

have made the HRD Ministry
to call for an urgent meeting of
all the stakeholders to deliber-
ate on the fate of entrance tests. 

“After the recent decision
on CBSE Board exams, stu-
dents have sought clarifica-
tion on JEE and NEET exams
too,” said a Ministry official.

Continued on Page 2
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India’s mortality rate has gone
past the USA, the worst-

affected, country with nearly
1,25,000 deaths.

In overall count since the
beginning of the outbreak, the
US is still way ahead of India
with more than 5 per cent mor-
tality rate in comparison to
India’s 3.12 per cent, but there
has been a trend reversal from
the last four weeks.

On June 25, the USA
clocked 34,191 new cases and
748 deaths for a mortality rate
of 2.18 per cent. During the
same 24-hour period, 
India added 16,922 new cases
and 418 deaths, which trans-
lated into a mortality rate of
2.47 per cent.

This was not a one-off
aberration.  Three different
sets of comparisons — one-
week, two-week, and four-
week — will firmly establish
that India has been logging a
greater mortality rate than the
US for quite some time.

On processing the World
Health Organization (WHO)
data, the average mortality rate
of the US between June 18 and
June 25 comes to 2.09 per
cent. This is based on the addi-
tion of 2,03,406 new cases and
4,253 deaths by the USA dur-
ing this period.

On the other hand, India
added 1,10,087 new cases and
3,629 deaths during this peri-
od, which translated into a
mortality rate of 3.21 per cent.

The same holds true for a

fortnight period when between
June 10 and June 25 when the
USA added 3,78,367 new cases
and 1,0225 deaths for a mor-
tality rate of 2.73 per cent.
During the same period, India
added 2,04,025 new cases and
7,202 deaths, which accounted
for a mortality rate of 3.52 per
cent. The same trend is seen on
n June 1 also when  India has a

mortality rate of around 3.3 per
cent and the USA 3.1 per cent.

How the picture has
changed during a longer dura-
tion is reflected in the outcome
of a two-month backward com-
parison. On April 25, the US
clocked a mortality rate of
5.67 per cent, registering 30,719
new cases and 1,742 deaths. 

Continued on Page 2
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Amid a surge in coronavirus
cases, the Director General

of Civil Aviation (DGCA) on
Friday extended the ban on
scheduled international com-
mercial passenger flight ser-
vices to/from India till July 15. 

However, this shall not
apply to international all-cargo
operations and those approved
by the DGCA. 

The scheduled interna-
tional passenger flights were
suspended in India on 
March 23 due to the coron-
avirus pandemic.

Detailed report on P4
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New Delhi: Schools in Delhi will remain closed till July 31 in
view of the Covid-19 situation, while online classes and activi-
ties shall continue, Deputy Chief Minister Manish Sisodia
announced on Friday.

Sisodia, who is also the city’s Education Minister, made the
announcement after a meeting with officials of the Directorate
of Education (DoE) on how to reopen schools. Among issues
deliberated upon during the meeting were a 30 to 50 per cent
reduction in syllabus to ease students’ stress, and class-specific
plans for online activities as well.
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Delhi Health Minister
Satyendar Jain on Friday

tested negative for Covid-19
and was discharged from the
Max Hospital here,
Government sources said.

“He has tested negative for
Covid-19 and has been dis-
charged from hospital,” a
source said.

The Minister, who was
administered plasma therapy,
had tested positive for Covid-
19 on June 17, a day after he
was admitted to the Rajiv
Gandhi Super Speciality
Hospital (RGSSH) with high-

grade fever and a sudden drop
in oxygen levels.

The 55-year-old Minister
in the Kejriwal Cabinet was
shifted to the ICU of Max
Hospital, Saket, on June 19 after
his condition worsened.

Jain was moved out of the
ICU of the dedicated Covid-19
facility on June 22, two days
after he was administered
plasma therapy. 

AAP leader Atishi
Marlena, Delhi Government
adviser Abhinandita Mathur
and AAP media panelist
Akshay Marathe too have test-
ed positive for Covid-19 and
are currently in quarantine.
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An eight-year-old boy and a
CRPF constable were killed

in a terrorist attack on a secu-
rity forces team in Bijbehara
area of Anantnag, while the
CRPF battalion was opening a
road. Killing of the minor boy
at the hands of terrorists was
widely condemned by the lead-
ers of mainstream political
parties and others.

The CRPF martyr has been
identified as constable Shamal
Kumar, while the minor boy
has been identified as Nihan
Yawar, a resident of Yaripora
area of the neighbouring
Kulgam district, officials said. 

According to a police
spokesman, the killer has been
identified as Zahid Daas, a ter-
rorist of JKIS outfit.

Brigadier Vijay
Mahadevan, Commander 1
sector RR, in a  media briefing
said, “Due to successful oper-
ations in the South Kashmir
districts, the terrorists are frus-
trated and resorting to target-
ing unarmed civilians and
security forces standing guard
at public places.”

He added, “We will con-
tinue to target the terrorist
leadership so that they are not
able to pollute the innocent
mind of a Kashmiri youth.” 

Detailed report on P5
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Amid the ongoing tension
on the Line of Actual

Control (LAC) in Ladakh,
Army Chief General MM
Naravane here on Friday
briefed Defence Minister
Rajnath Singh of the prevailing
ground situation and the
Chinese Army’s increased
build-up at several places along
the LAC.

The Army Chief returned
after a two-day visit to forward
areas there.  The important
briefing came at a time when
the Chinese have not pulled
back their troops and the
Indian Armed forces are now
prepared for a long haul.

After a massive Chinese

military build-up in the
Depsang valley in Eastern
Ladakh in the last few days
even as the two Armies were
holding parleys to restore peace
at the LAC, the Indian forces

have also ramped up their
troop strength. 

On Naravane’s briefing to
the Defence Minister, sources
said the Army chief on his first
visit met the injured jawans in

the hospital in Leh.  He also
took stock of the preparedness
with the senior brass of the
Northern Command.
Naravane also visited some
forward areas in his visit on
Wednesday and Thursday.

The Army Chief updated
Rajnath Singh, who also
returned to New Delhi after a
three-day visit to Moscow on
Thursday, about the level of
preparedness of the forces to
deal with any exigencies on the
ground in view of the Chinese
Army’s refusal to disengage in
any meaningful manner.

Besides giving the latest
position on the LAC and oper-
ational readiness to meet any
challenge, the Army chief also
apprised the Minister of the

deliberations at the Army
Commanders Conference
(ACC) held early this week.

Sources said the Army
chief briefed the Defence
Minister about the growing
Chinese deployment in
Pangong Tso area of eastern
Ladakh, which is seen as a seri-
ous cause of concern by the
Indian Armed forces.  The
two sides are face to face at
Finger Four of the Pangong
lake area, where the Chinese
have stayed put and are refus-
ing to go back.

The Chinese Army is
reported to be occupying the
crucial ridgelines on top of
Finger Four, overlooking the
forward Indian positions.
Reports say that the Chinese
side has brought in vehicles,
tents, and boats covering the
eastern part of the Finger Four
and Finger Eight.

The Chinese are not allow-
ing the Indian Army to patrol
now up to Finger 8 and block-
ing them near Finger 4 itself. 

Continued on Page 2
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Beijing: India on Friday warned China that trying to alter the
status quo on the ground by resorting to force will not just dam-
age the peace that existed on the border areas but can also have
“ripples and repercussions” in the broader bilateral relation-
ship, and demanded that Beijing stop its activities in eastern
Ladakh. The only way to resolve the current military standoff
along the LAC in eastern Ladakh was for Beijing to realise that
trying to “change the status quo by resorting to force is not the
right way forward,” India’s ambassador to China Vikram Misri
said in a hard-hitting interview to PTI.  Details on P2
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Washington: The US is reviewing its global deployment of
forces to ensure that it is “postured appropriately” to counter
the growing Chinese military threat to countries like India,
Malaysia, Indonesia and the Philippines, Secretary of State Mike
Pompeo has said. The top US diplomat said this in response
to a question during the virtual Brussels Forum 2020 of the
German Marshall Fund on Thursday. Details on P2
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Thimphu: Bhutan on Friday
rejected media reports claim-
ing that it has stopped the sup-
ply of irrigation water to farm-
ers in Assam, terming them
totally baseless and a “deliber-
ate attempt” by vested interests
to cause misunderstanding
with India.

In a statement, Bhutan’s
Ministry of Foreign Affairs
said that since June 24, 2020,
there have been several news
articles published in India alleg-
ing that Bhutan has blocked
water channels that supply irri-
gation water to Indian farmers
in Baksa and Udalguri dis-
tricts in Assam adjoining the
country’s Samdrup Jongkhar
district. “This is a distressing
allegation and the Ministry of
Foreign Affairs would like to
clarify that the news articles are
totally baseless as there is no
reason why the flow of water
should be stopped at this time,”
it said. PTI
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The assessment in the
security establishment indi-
cates that it may take months
before status quo ante prior to
May 5 is restored by the
Chinese, sources said here on
Friday. Since early May, the
Chinese have intruded into at
least four places in Eastern
Ladakh leading to face-offs
between the two Armies.  The
stand-off sites include Galwan
valley, Gogra, Pangong Tso
(lake) and Hot Springs.  Lately,
the Chinese Army has also
started moving closer to the
LAC on its side in the Depsang
valley.  This area witnessed a
major face-off in 2013 for more
than four weeks before inter-
vention at the highest levels on
both sides defused the tension. 

Incidentally, the Chinese

have constructed blacktop
roads and culverts on the river
in the Galwan valley for unhin-
dered movement of its vehicles
in the Galwan valley thereby
giving a clear signal to India
that they are here to stay for a
long time, sources said.

At present, there are no
indications on the ground that
the Chinese have started hon-
oring the agreement arrived at
between the two Corps
Commanders on June 6 to de-
escalate and disengage.  Matters
took a turn for the worst after
June 15 brawl in the Galwan
valley killing 20 Indian army
personnel.  Now, the entire
LAC in the Ladakh region is
volatile and sources said things
will return to normal by
November or December.

India has all along insisted
that the Chinese started mak-
ing efforts to change the status
quo on the LAC in May by dis-
rupting Indian patrols and
bringing in more troops and
weaponry in the region as part
of the build up.  In the June 6
talks, India stuck to its point
that China restore status quo
ante prior to May.

However, it now seems a
tall order as the Chinese have,
so far, shown no inclination of
reducing its troop strength
from the face-off sites besides
depth areas.  After the unprece-
dented skirmish on June 15 and
resultant tension, it is unlikely
that the LAC will return to nor-
mal soon, sources said.  Also,
the modalities for disengage-
ment from “all friction areas”
in Eastern Ladakh agreed to at
the second Corps Commander
talks between Lt General
Harinder Singh and Major
General Liu Lin on June 22 is
yet to get underway, they
added. 

�	
������������
From Page 1

Heavy rain in Bihar and
eastern Uttar Pradesh is due to
a monsoon trough running
from Punjab to east Bihar
across Haryana and Uttar
Pradesh, the IMD said, adding
that very heavy rain is likely at
some places in eastern UP
during next three or four days.
Red alert from heavy rain con-
tinues in the States of Assam,
Sikkim, Himalayan foothills
of Bengal and Meghalaya.

Madhya Pradesh has
received the maximum - 114 per
cent - excess rainfall, Chattisgarh
a close second at 104 per cent.
Gujarat, Goa and Maharashtra
too have received 67 per cent, 51
per cent and 49 per cent more
rainfall than what they receive
during the period. 

Tamil Nadu received 46 per
cent less rainfall than what it
receives during the period;
Puducherry and Kerala have
recorded 23 per cent and 10 per
cent less rainfall - while central
Indian States have received
excess or large excess rainfall. 

The monsoon usually hits
Kerala on June 1 and it takes

about 45 days to reach Sri
Ganganagar in western
Rajasthan, its last outpost in the
country.

A good monsoon, which
accounts for 70 per cent of
India’s annual rainfall, is criti-
cal to the fortunes of the agri-
cultural sector, on which at
least 700 million people are
dependent for a livelihood.
The monsoon is crucial for the
yield of rice, wheat, sugarcane
and oilseeds in a country where
farming accounts for about 15
per cent of the economy but
employs more than half of its
people. As per the IMD, there
will be no rain in central India
during this period, and the
monsoon will advance very
slowly. July and August are very
important months for agricul-
ture, and we are expecting a
favourable monsoon during
those two months.

The early arrival of mon-
soon was last recorded in 2013,
when the entire country was
covered by June 16. This had
also coincided with the dead-
ly Uttarakhand flash floods.
“After 2013, monsoon has cov-
ered the country so rapidly this
year,” IMD said. 
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Through various platforms

including social media stu-
dents and parents are protest-
ing against the conduct of the
entrance exams in July, citing
safety concerns and prioritizing
‘health over exams’.

Keeping in view the
request received from various
State Governments and the
prevailing circumstances due to
Covid 19 as on date, CBSE
decided to cancel the
Examinations for Classes X
and XII which were scheduled
to be held from1st July to 15th
2020. 

The Supreme Court on
Friday  agreed on proposal of
CBSE to cancel the examina-
tion and on a scheme to assess
the final performance of stu-
dents in their Classes X and XII
exams.

HRD Minister Ramesh
Pokhriyal ‘Nishank’ expressed
his gratitude towards Supreme
Court for accepting CBSE pro-
posal of not holding the CBSE
examinations of and giving
priority to safety concerns of
students. Performance of stu-
dents in the cancelled exami-
nation will be done based on
the assessment scheme as sug-
gested by competent commit-
tee of the CBSE for declaration
of result for both Class-X and
Class-XII.

Ministry also said that
CBSE will conduct an option-
al examination for class XII stu-
dents in the subjects theexam-
ination for which were sched-
uled to be conducted from 1st
July to 15th, 2020 as soon as
conditions are conducive. 

Candidates whose results
will be declared based on the
assessment scheme will be
allowed to appear in these
optional examinations to
improve their performances, if
they wish so. 

HRD Ministry officials said
that results based upon the
aforesaid assessment scheme
will be declared by 15th July,
2020 so that candidates can
apply and seek admission in
Higher Education institutes. 
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Despite such huge number

of cases, there seem to be some
hope for Delhi as ratio of pos-
itive cases compares to high
level of testing (around 18,000
every day) is not rising alarm-
ingly.

Meanwhile, Deputy Chief
Minister Manish Sisodia
announced on Friday that
schools in Delhi will remain
closed till July 31 in view of the
COVID-19 situation, while
online classes and activities
shall continue, Sisodia made
the announcement after a
meeting with officials of the
Directorate of Education
(DoE). 

It was black Friday for
Tamil Nadu which recorded  46
deaths and 3,645 positive cases.
The day’s 46 fatalities took the
death toll in the state till date
to 957 out of which Chennai
alone accounted for 730,
according to the medical bul-
letin released by the
Government of Tamil Nadu.

As on Friday evening, there
were 32,305 active Covid-19
patients in the State, said the
bulletin. The number of
patients diagnosed with the
pandemic till date rose to
74,622, said the bulletin. Till
date 41, 357 patients have come
out of the hospitals fully recov-
ered.

The day also saw 32, 317
persons getting tested in 89 lab-
oratories spread across the
State. Till date, a total of 9.93
lakh persons have been tested
in the State for corona virus. It
has to be mentioned that the
Tamil Nadu Government is
going on setting up more lab-

oratories as part of aggressive
testing to bring out any hidden
cases of the pandemic.

Rajasthan reported 364
new COVID-19 cases and one
death, taking the total number
of cases to 16,660 and death toll
to 380. Number of active cases
stands at 3,218.

Meanwhile in Kerala, 150
persons were diagnosed with
Covid-19 on Friday. This is the
eighth day in succession the
State tested 100 Plus cases of
the pandemic. Six comman-
does of the CISF based in
Kannur and three employees of
the Army camp in the district
tested positive on Friday. There
are 1,846 patients in hospitals
across the State undergoing
treatment for Covid-19. The
number of hotspots in the
State increased to 114 with
more cases of coronavirus get-
ting diagnosed from the dis-
tricts. The last 24 hours saw the
testing of 5859 samples in the
State.

In the last 24 hours,
Gujarat reported 580 positive
cases and 18 deaths.  With this,
the State tally rose to 30,158
including 22,038 dis-
charged/cured and 1,772
deaths.

After a long gap, the Union
Territory of Jammu and
Kashmir Friday reported more
than 200 positive cases of coro-
navirus in one single day,tak-
ing the tally to 6762 cases.

According to the media
bulletin,  “213 new patients of
coronavirus were detected in
Jammu and Kashmir on Friday
while one more patient died in
Srinagar taking the tally of
deaths due to Covid-19 to 91”.
On the recovery front, a total
number of 113 patients were
discharged from different hos-
pitals after they tested negative.

The highest number of 63
patients tested positive in
Baramulla followed by  40 in
Udhampur. 

In Udhampur, eight preg-
nant ladies tested positive while
11 were travelers and several
others were jawans of para-
military forces.
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The US is reviewing its glob-
al deployment of forces to

ensure it is postured appropri-
ately to counter the People’s
Liberation Army, given the
increasing threat posed by
China to Asian countries like
India, Malaysia, Indonesia, and
the Philippines, Secretary of
State Mike Pompeo said 
on Thursday.

Pompeo made those
remarks in response to a ques-
tion during the virtual Brussels
Forum 2020 of the German
Marshall Fund.

“We’re going to make sure
we’re postured appropriately to
counter the PLA. We think that
the challenge of our times,
and we’re going to make sure

we have resources in place to
do that,” Pompeo said.

The force posture review is
being done at the direction of
President Donald Trump, as
part of which the US is reduc-
ing the number of its troops in
Germany from about 52,000 to
25,000, he said.

Mike Pompeo said that
the force posture would be dic-
tated by the ground realities.

“In certain places there
will be fewer American
resources. There’ll be other
places — I just talked about the
threat from the Chinese
Communist Party, so now
threats to India, threats to
Vietnam, threats to Malaysia,
Indonesia, South China Sea
challenges, the Philippines,” 
he said.
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India on Friday warned China
that trying to alter the status

quo on the ground by resort-
ing to force will not just dam-
age the peace that existed on
the border areas but can also
have “ripples and repercus-
sions” in the broader bilateral
relationship, and demanded
that Beijing stop its activities in
eastern Ladakh.

The only way to resolve the
current military standoff along
the LAC in eastern Ladakh was
for Beijing to realise that try-
ing to “change the status quo by
resorting to force or coercion,
is not the right way forward,”
India’s ambassador to China
Vikram Misri said in a hard-
hitting interview to PTI.

Asserting that actions
taken by the Chinese forces on
the ground have damaged
“considerable trust” in the bilat-
eral relationship, the Indian
ambassador added that it was
entirely the responsibility of the
Chinese side to take a careful
view of the relations and to
decide which direction the ties
should move.

Noting that maintenance of
peace and tranquillity “on the
border is sine qua non for
progress in the rest of bilater-

al relationship between India
and China”, Misri said: “The
resolution of this issue is quite
straight forward from our per-
spective. The Chinese side
needs to stop creating obstruc-
tion and hindrances in the
normal patrolling patterns of
the Indian troops,” he said. He
also rubbished China’s claim of
sovereignty over Galwan Valley
in Ladakh as “completely
untenable”, and asserted that
these kinds of exaggerated
claims are not going to help the
situation. “Whatever activities
we may be carrying on have
always been on our side of the
Line of Actual Control (LAC),
so the Chinese need to stop
activities to alter the status
quo. It is very surprising that
they should attempt to do so in
a sector which has never before
been a sector of concern.” he
said. Emphasising that India is
“very aware and very clear
about the alignment of the
LAC in the Galwan Valley,” he
said our troops have been
patrolling up to these areas
without any difficulty for a very
very long period of time.
Misri’’s strong comments came
in response to the recent claims
by the Chinese military and the
foreign ministry of sovereign-
ty over Galwan Valley. On the

Chinese Ambassador Sun
Weidong’s assertion on
Thursday that the onus is on
India to deescalate tensions,
Misri said, “I think we have
been very clear, and very con-
sistent in pointing out that it
has been Chinese actions over
an extended period of time,
that are responsible for the cur-
rent situation”.

“In fact beginning with
the time frame of April and
May, I would say there were a
number of Chinese actions
along the LAC in the Ladakh
sector in the western sector that
interfered with and hindered
with the normal patrolling
activities of our troops in that
sector. This led obviously to a
few face-off situations,” he said.

During an interview with
PTI, Sun refused to reply to
questions about China’s trans-
gressions of the LAC. 

He was asked why China
has not been allowing Indian
patrols from Finger 4 to Finger
8 areas in Pangong Tso even
though the areas belonged in
the Indian side of LAC. He was
also asked why China has
resorted to massive build up of
troops in almost all areas of the
3500 km LAC. But Sun side-
stepped the questions and
remained mum.


�
��4� �*���
���
������������������������������/��
-���������0��������������
���������

+�,�� �%�
�������������
"���	�������	
���#��
�
�����������	
�������-�)
���.

�����>
����
��� �
�+.	

!����������������3*,�����3*�5��#�-���$*6��#��������<8�#���,�����3*
H2����#3*��3�2����"E��*#��*�3*��*��6�"7��,*�F27��/�
7�53��$�

0�8�*�I������������#�����*#�83�/������#���*���*��3$����$"4����*�7�3����
�,��*��������3#��,3=��*"�*�E��F"�����4��I�:���$����3�7�3��6��43�#�����*#
����F�$���*#��I��3����*�;�27��/�*,�3*�����366���3*�������������
�3*,�����(����#�*���*#�2�����)�=�*$����*������+�������4�!�3���
�66$��#������3#��,3=��*"�*��3:���=�*,�:����#��3����73*#��3����*�E�
63*��*$�#�=�3����3*����������.���*#�3:���=�*,�F"�'3��-��$���*#���#I��3
���*�;

��������&����&����������������
���������/�'�������0���������

New Delhi: In the year 1989-
1990, 1200 acres of land was
purchased by Ansals ( M/s
Delhi Towers Pvt. Ltd. )  from
several private owners.
Environment consciousness
wave had already crept in
nationally. Guided by the desire
to develop ‘Environment
Friendly  Agricultural Farm
Houses colony’ that the  said
barren uncultiviable land was
purchased  At the time of pur-
chase the land was neither
recorded as forest nor was
notified as controlled area.

The land was lying barren
and completely denuded, full of
stones and boulders and was in
the condition of total neglect.
It was not possible to do any
cultivation on this land without
substantial investment.

Concept of developing
such ‘Environment Friendly
Agricultural Farm Houses
colony’ was duly shared with
the government and all con-
cerned departments to ensure
that there is no bar for such
development. It was duly con-
veyed that no permission is
required to proceed with as the
project is absolutely for agri-
culture purposes.

Enormous amount of fresh
soil, earth, manures, pesticides
etc were added to the land to
protect it from soil erosion. M/s
Ansals also got dug tube wells
with pump houses,  got creat-
ed water bodies where rain
water could be retained for
longer periods so as  to make
soil suitable for agriculture /
horticulture /Orchard farm-
ing purposes.400,000 trees,
shrubs, creepers etc. got plant-
ed In first phase.

At the same time drains,
overhead tanks, roads, path-

ways, boundary and gate of
individual farm houses were
constructed with due demarca-
tions. Even Electric Supply High
Tension Lines were brought to
the area after necessary sanction
and transformers got installed
with due inspections that too
during the period  of 1989-1991.
A huge investment was made by
M/s Ansals on these develop-
ments.

The barren status of the hill
(GairMumkinPahar ) was thus
changed to Farm/ House/ Road
in October 1991 (Rabi
Girdawari) i.e. prior the  pub-
lication of Aravali Notification
on 7th May, 1992.  Thereafter,
M/s Ansals started sale of indi-
vidual farm houses conveying
the government clarification
that no permission is required
for construction on these farm
houses if the same are to be
used for agriculture/ horticul-
ture/ Orchard purpose .

In a writ petition filed in
the Supreme Court, the gov-
ernment affidavit mentioned
that the land was purchased by
the Ansals, which are owned by
individual owners and nowhere
in the government records,
the land is marked as ‘forest
land’ or ‘reserved forest’ or
‘recorded forest’. Ministry of
Environment and Forest in
2006 stated that the members
of Aravali Retreat Owner’s
Association have plots which in
the land records maintained by
the state government as on date
of the notification i.e.
07.05.1992 was categorised as
‘Farm House’ i.e. not cate-
gorised in any of the categories
i.e. a) GairMumkinPahar’ or b)
‘GairMumkin Rada’ or c)
‘GairMumkinBehed’ or d)
Banjad Beed or e) Rundh.
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A30-year-old man was
allegedly shot dead inside

a moving car by some uniden-
tified bike-borne men in east
Delhi's Preet Vihar area. Police
suspects road rage behind the
killing of the man. 

Police said that his cousin,
who was sitting next to him in
the car, also sustained a bullet
injury.

According to a senior
police official, the incident took
place at 12 am on Thursday
when Somesh Chhabra, a res-
ident of Mansarovar Park, along
with his cousin Shivam Dua
and friend Rahul had gone to
Connaught Place.

"While the three were
returning home, they got into
a heated argument with some
unidentified bike-borne men

near Preet Vihar metro station
over giving way," said the senior
police official. 

"During the argument, one
of the accused took out a pis-
tol and opened fire. The bullet
first hit Chhabra on his chest
and pierced his cousin's jaw,,"
he said. 

"Chhabra lost control over
the vehicle and it hit a divider.
The victims were rushed to a
hospital, where Chhabra suc-
cumbed to injury and Shivam
is under going treatment and is
said to be in stable condition,"
the senior police official added. 

"A case was registered
under relevant sections of the
Indian Penal Code (IPC). Police
teams are scanning the CCTV
footage of the area to identify
the accused persons," said the
police official privy to investi-
gation.
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After the Delhi Government
received permission from

the Centre to carry out plasma
therapy treatment on Covid-19
patients, Chief Minister
Arvind Kejriwal said plasma
therapy and providing pulse
oxymeters to the patients
recovering from coronavirus
are the two foremost steps to
ensure there are no deaths
due to the pandemic. 

“To ensure that there are
no deaths from corona, we have
taken two major steps. The first
is plasma therapy, Delhi was
the first State in the nation
where plasma therapy was
used, the trials were conduct-
ed on 29 patients in the LNJP
for the first time. The therapy
yielded outstanding results on
the patients, after which we
have gotten permission to con-
duct 200 more plasma therapy
trials in Delhi,” Kejriwal said.

Importantly, amongst the
Government hospitals, LNJP
and Rajiv Gandhi hospital have
got permission to conduct plas-
ma therapy trials. 

While many private hospi-
tals have also asked for per-
mission to conduct plasma
therapy, Kejriwal said, "The
results have shown that the
patients who are in a serious
condition, on ventilator or is
suffering from multi-organ
failure, it is hard to save the

patient through plasma thera-
py. But, those with moderate
symptoms can recover, and
plasma therapy can avert their
condition from getting worse in
the future. So, we hope that we
can save lives through plasma
therapy in the future.”

Delhi Government will
also set up a ICU beds in their
hospitals mainly - LNJP, Rajiv
Gandhi Super Speciality
Hospital, and GTB Hospital.

Ensuring Its citizens on
Covid -19 cases, he said the sit-
uation is under control and no
need to worry while for
patients under home isolation,
Kejriwal said patients under
home isolation have been sent
pulse oximeters which will act
as their Suraksha Kawach.

“It is very easy to use. If
your oxygen level falls below
94, please contact us immedi-
ately, and oxygen will be sent to
your home. Yesterday(
Thursday) I spoke to a patient
who is recovering from Corona

in home isolation and has used
the oxymeter provided to him
by the Delhi Government. He
is very happy and satisfied
with the oxymeter,” Kejriwal
said while playing the patient’s
audio clip amidst the presser.

He also said that the Delhi
Government has increased test-
ing by three times but positive
cases have increased by around
3,000 per day only. “Out of the
total Covid-19 patients, approx.
45,000 people have recovered,”
“Delhi has been getting mild
cases over the past week, which
is why out of 13,500 total beds
in the hospitals, Delhi has
been using 6,000 COVID beds
for the past week as most cases
have mild symptoms and are
recovering at their homes.”

Kejriwal said, "As of today,
there are 74,000 Corona cases
in Delhi, but if we try to com-
prehend these cases, I would
say that the situation is under
control, it is worrisome but
there is no need to panic. A

few days back, we used to con-
duct around 5,000-6,000 tests
daily, out of which around
2,000-2,500 cases were found
to be positive. We have
increased the testing three
times, and now instead of
5,000 tests per day, we are
conducting 18,000-20,000 tests
per day. We have seen that
even if  the testing has
increased three-fold in the
last few days, the Corona pos-
itive cases have only increased
from 2,000 to 3,000-3,500. If in
the coming days, we conduct
1-2 lakh tests daily, it is natural
to observe a spike in the num-
ber of Corona cases." 

"A favourable thing is that
out of 74,000 cases, around
45,000 cases have recovered,
which shows that people are
recovering from Corona swift-
ly. There have been around
2,400 deaths due to Corona in
Delhi, and out of the 26,000
active Corona patients in Delhi,
only 6,000 people are in hos-
pitals. The rest of the cases are
asymptomatic or have mild
symptoms, and are recovering
in home isolation," he added. 

Meanwhile, Delhi Cabinet
has also approved a decision to
install 450 beds at Burari hos-
pital will help in the treatment
of corona patients at times
when banquet halls, commu-
nity centres and hotels have
been attached with hospitals to
increase the bed capacity.
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Taking a step ahead, the
Confederation of All India

Traders (CAIT) on Friday called
upon traders and people of the
country to celebrate this year's
Diwali as "Hindustani Diwali"
by taking a pledge for not using
any Chinese goods.

The CAIT has asked traders
to refrain from importing any
goods from China and consume
the Chinese goods stock, if
they have, by 15th July.
Thereafter, there should not be
any sale of such products, the
traders’ body said.

In a statement issued on
Friday, the CAIT said that
earthen Diyas and earthen Idols
along with India made decora-
tive articles, electrical bulbs

and other festival goods will be
used by people of India.

Likewise, the festival of
Rakhi and Janmastami will also
be celebrated with Indian fer-
vour using only Indian goods.
No trader in the Country will
sell any Chinese goods in India,
it added.

“Indian importers are
advised not to import any goods
from China and better source
alternate resources. Each penny
spent on Chinese goods will be
used against the Indian forces
and funding to Pakistan to con-
duct terrorist activities in India,”
it said.

The traders’ body also said
that it stands with Prime
Minister Narendra Modi and
the Union and several State
Governments for taking various

steps to ensure that chinese
goods or contracts to chinese
companies should not pollute
further the trade and com-
merce environment of the
Country.

CAIT national president B
C Bhartia and secretary gener-
al Praveen Khandelwal in a
joint statement issued here
today said that over the years
our Indian festivals have greater
infiltration of chinese goods
which has deviated the people
of India from our centuries old
great Indian culture and result-
ed in high distortion of sancti-
ty of the festivals.

At a time when China is
aggressively posting its forces at
the borders of Ladakh and try-
ing to create its base in neigh-
bouring Nepal with a view to

surround India with its forces,
the boycott chinese goods cam-
paign will be a fitting reply to
China, they added.

Bhartia and Khandelwal
appreciated and commended
the Union Government and
several State Governments for
taking various steps to deny
entry of Chinese goods in the
Country or putting on hold var-
ious contracts given to Chinese
Companies. "The trading com-
munity comprising seven Cr
traders fully endorse the steps
taken by the Governments and
stand in solidarity with Indian
forces" they said.

The CAIT is spearheading
a national movement of "boycott
Chinese products" under its
flagship campaign "Bhartiya
Saamaan- Hamara Abhimaan". 
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A35-year-old man was stabbed after his
bike brush passed a person in central

Delhi’s Hauz Qazi area. Police said that the
incident was reported on Wednesday and
they have also arrested two persons in the
case. 

According to Sanjay Bhatia, the Deputy
Commissioner of Police (DCP), Central
District, on Wednesday at 9.47 pm, police
received information regarding the incident. 

"The injured was shifted to Lady
Hardinge Hospital. Police reached the
hospital and found one Aminuddin, a res-
ident of Katra Dina Beg, admitted in the
hospital. Aminuddin informed police that
he was going to Kasturba Hospital via Hauz
Qazi Chowk on his motorcycle around 9

pm to see his nephew who was admitted
there,” said the DCP. 

"His bike touched one Suhail pappe
wala, following which an argument ensued
between them  When Aminuddin was
returning around 9.40 pm to his home and
reached near Excelsior Cinema, Suhail,
along with his associates, stabbed him with
knife and fled from the spot. The injured
was discharged from the Lady Harding hos-
pital," said the DCP.

"A case under section 324 (voluntari-
ly causing hurt by dangerous weapons) and
34 (acts done by several persons in fur-
therance of common intention) of the IPC
has been registered at Hauz Qazi police sta-
tion and during investigation, Sehjad (28)
and Kaif Ahmed (27) has been arrested,"
the DCP added.
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Deputy Chief Minister
Manish Sisodia on Friday

said that schools in Delhi will
continue to remain closed till
July 31.

Sisodia announced the
decision after a meeting with
officials of the Directorate of
Education (DoE) on how to
reopen schools.

“Reopening schools is not
merely a technical work, rather,
it is a creative work that would
give schools a new and bigger
role. Schools will continue to be
closed in Delhi till July 31,”
Sisodia said.

Government and private
schools officials had earlier
said that with the growing
number of cases of infections
in the national capital, chances
of calling students to school are
bleak for July.

While junior classes (nurs-
ery to class 8) had a summer
break from May 11, classes for
the rest closed from May 29.
With the whole country going
into a lockdown to curb the
spread of the coronavirus infec-
tions on March 25, schools too
were shut.

The announcement came
after a meeting called by
Deputy Chief Minister and
Education Minister of Delhi
Manish Sisodia on Friday with
the secretary of education,
director of education and other

senior officers from the direc-
torate to decide on the subject
of reopening schools in Delhi.

Sisodia and his team
received various suggestions on
changing approaches to learn-
ing and reopening of classes in
Delhi schools. “One of the
suggestions in the meeting was
that primary classes should be
held once or twice in a week
with strength of 12-15 students
in a class,” the government
said in a statement.

Another point was made
that classes can be conducted
on alternate days for students of
classes 3rd to 5th, it said adding
that along the same lines, con-
ducting classes once or twice a
week for students of classes 6th
to 8th was suggested.

It was also proposed at the
meeting to conduct classes for
three days in a week. Officials
of the department of education
also suggested reducing the
syllabus by 30 to 50 per cent

considering the burden of the
students.

“For classes 9 and 10, it was
suggested that classes should be
taken in very small groups
once or twice a week. Some
members were of the view that
Class 10 students should have
classes every day. But it was
strongly agreed that online
classes should not be with-
drawn and online library facil-
ities should also continue like
before,” it said.

It was suggested during
the meeting that classes of
11th and 12th should be con-
ducted on alternate days and
online classes should be carried
on remaining days, it said.

The education minister
said “In the light of all the sug-
gestions we should make a
plan to reopen schools in a way
that would teach the students
to live with the corona and pre-
pare them for a new role in new
circumstances.”
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In order to provide better and
timely treatment to its employees

in the hotels attached with empan-
elled hospitals, New Delhi
Municipal Council (NDMC) has
decided that the empanelled hos-
pitals shall provide the same facil-
ity to the beneficiaries of NDMC on
cashless basis for treatment of
Covid-19 patients as per terms and
conditions.

The Delhi Government has
already augmented Covid-19 hos-
pital facility by 1,000 beds attach-
ment with nearby hotels for con-
verting them into a standard Covid
hospital wherein the medical ser-
vices shall be provided by the
attached identified Covid-19 private
hospitals.

NDMC has three empanelled
hospitals attached with nearby
hotels like Batra Hospital and
Research Centre with Hotel Crown

Plaza-Okhla Phase-I, Dr B L
Kapoor Memorial Hospital with
Hotel Siddharth-Rajendra Place
and Max Smart Super Specialty
Hospital with Hotel Sheraton-Saket
District Centre, New Delhi.

The attached private hospital
shall admit COVID-19 positive
patients in their extended COVID
hospital (hotel) as per the patient's
medical condition and in case such
patients turn into severe at any point
of time during their stay in the hotel,
he or she shall be transferred/admit-
ted in the attached private hospital
at its schedule rates, a senior NDMC
official said.

The attached private hospitals
are required to provide sufficient
manpower, oxygen supply, con-
sumable items, medicines and
equipment in the extended Covid
hospitals in case there is a rapid
deterioration in the clinical condi-
tion of the patient, he added.

These hotels shall provide reg-

ular hotel services including rooms,
housekeeping, disinfection and food
for the patients etc at a price not
greater than �5,000 for five stars
hotel and �4,000 for four or three
star hotel per day per person, he said.

The official further said that the
linked hospital shall be paid an
amount, not greater than �5,000 per
patient per day for their medical ser-
vices to COVID-19 patients inclu-
sive of all consumables, services of
doctors, nurses, paramedical staff
and nursing staff etc as per the
norms.

However, investigation charges,
if any, shall be charged by the
linked hospital as per their sched-
uled rates and for oxygen support
the linked hospital is allowed to
charge at the hotel Rs. 2000 per bed
per day basis, he said, adding that
medical services provided by the
attached hospital at their facility
shall be charged at their respective
schedule rates.
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South Delhi Municipal
Corporation (SDMC) has

issued 77 notices to schools and
residential group housing soci-
eties and institutions instruct-
ing them to submit a structure
audit report to ensure seismic
stability for the buildings which
were constructed prior to 2001
or having dilapidated condition.

The move came after the
Delhi High Court had directed
the government and the munic-
ipal corporations to file a status
report on structures in their
jurisdiction in terms of seismic
stability.

“The owners have been
directed to submit a structural
audit report of the building and
the existing building plan will
have to be submitted within 30
days from the date of notice in
the South Corporation office,”
said SDMC spokesperson.

Action will be taken against
those who do not comply with
the norms,” he added. 

“The structure audit report
will be submitted through the
listed structure engineers and
information about the list of
engineers can be accessed on
the Municipal Corporation of
Delhi website
mcdonline.nic.in,” he said.

The official further said
that it would be necessary to
submit an audit report within
30 days. Thereafter to make
the building retrofitted, if
required, under the supervi-
sion of a registered structural
engineer within 6 months, he
added.

Moreover a list of about 18
municipal buildings has been
prepared in the zones for struc-
tural audit. Agencies like IIT
Delhi, DTU and others are
being requested to carry out the
structural audit of these build-
ings, he said.

The East Delhi Municipal
Corporation had also issued
similar notices to 22 schools
and 44 group housing societies
to submit a structural audit
report on seismic stability.
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Delhi Health Minister
Satyendar Jain on Friday

tested negative for Covid -19
and may be discharged from
the Max Hospital, according
to Delhi Government officials.

He was administered plasma therapy, had
tested positive for Covid -19 on June 17 and was
admitted to Rajiv Gandhi Super Speciality
Hospital ( RGSSH) with high fever and a sudden
drop in oxygen levels.

The 55-year-old Minister was shifted to the
ICU of Max Hospital, Saket, on June 19 after his
condition worsened.

"He has tested negative for Covid-19 and has
been discharged from hospital," a source said.

Jain was moved out of the ICU of the dedi-
cated Covid-19 facility on June 22, two days after
he was administered plasma therapy.
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New Delhi: Delhi Women and
Child Development Minister
Rajendra Pal Gautam on Friday
stressed on the need to close-
ly monitor the cases of drug
abuse in the national Capital
and said it can be done only
when all institutions work
together.

He also said that there is a
need to look into the under-
pinning causes of drug abuse
among children and young
adults which can be done by
professional counsellors in
drug rehabilitation centres.

Gautam was addressing a
video conference organised by
the Department of WCD on
the theme "The COVID-19
Pandemic: unique challenges
for the management of sub-
stance use disorders'' on the
occasion of International Day
Against Drug Abuse and Illicit

Trafficking.
Several institutions and

stakeholders participated in
the video conference. 
“One of the serious issues that
plagues our society is the prob-
lem of drug abuse, especially in
children and young adults. At
a very early age, they become
addicts as they have easy access
to drugs and narcotic sub-
stances,” he said.

"From the point of view of
crime, this is indeed a serious
issue - who is supplying? Is there
a drug racket? But what is more
important is to look into the
underlying causes such as why
is the demand for drugs rising?
Why are young adults getting
trapped in drug abuse at such a
young age? How can we provide
better counselling to these peo-
ple and successfully rehabilitate
them?” he said. PTI
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A31-year-old Indo-Tibetan Border Police
(ITBP) constable on Friday allegedly shot

himself with his service weapon inside the
premises of Karol Bagh police station in cen-
tral Delhi. 

The deceased has been identified as
Sandeep Kumar, a resident of Gorakhpur dis-
trict in Uttar Pradesh.

“On Friday, Kumar, along with other per-
sonnel, came to Karol Bagh police station for
arrangement duty. After performing the duty,
Kumar was waiting for his bus in Karol Bagh
police station. Meanwhile, fired himself by his
weapon Insas rifle,” said Sanjay Bhatia, the
Deputy Commissioner of Police (DCP),
Central district.  Kumar had joined as constable
in ITBP on February 12, 2009, police said.
"Assistant Commandant ITBP have been
informed and further proceedings is being con-
ducted," said police.
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New Delhi: The Delhi police has filed a
chargesheet before a court here on Friday
against four persons in a case related to the
alleged murder of a person during com-
munal violence in north east Delhi in
February.

The Crime Branch of the Delhi police
filed the charge sheet on June 25 before
Metropolitan Magistrate Vijayshree Rathore
in the murder case of Suleman.

The four persons arrested included two
juveniles which were based on CCTV
footage and call detail records, said the
charge sheet.

According to the charge sheet, on
February 26, a mob of about 30-40 rioters
surrounded four men, including Suleman,
near Shree Ram Chowk at Karawal Nagar
and asked for their identification.

While one of them managed to escape,
Sunil Kumar was asked to leave the spot but
he insisted on taking Sanobar and Suleman
with him, said the charge sheet.

It further said that the mob then
allegedly thrashed Sunil and sent him away.

They started beating Sanobar and
Suleman mercilessly, when one of the riot-

ers hit an iron rod on Sanobar's head and
he fell unconscious, the charge sheet said.

After a while, Sanobar regained con-
sciousness and managed to escape while the
mob allegedly continued to assault Suleman,
it added.

The mob had allegedly paraded
Suleman towards Prem Vihar pulia and
kept hitting and prodding him with dan-
das (sticks) and rods, it said.

It further alleged that the mob threw
him near a toilet from where he was taken
to GTB Hospital by the police where he died
during the treatment on the same day.

The charge sheet was filed under sec-
tions 302 (murder), 147 and 148 (rioting),
149 (unlawful assembly), 323 (voluntarily
causing hurt), 341 (wrongful restraint), 325
(voluntarily causing grievous hurt), 365
(kidnapping), 395 (dacoity) and 120B
(criminal conspiracy) of the Indian Penal
Code. The offences entail a maximum pun-
ishment of death penalty. They were part
of the mob that had been rioting and com-
mitting arson in the area and according to
eyewitnesses, all four were actively involved
in assaulting the victim, it claimed.  PTI
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For the second day on Friday,
the BJP went hammer and

tongs against the Congress
leadership bringing another
set of charges against the
“Gandhi family-held” Rajiv
Gandhi Foundation (RGF) into
which, it alleged, funds from
the Prime Minister's Relief
Fund (PMRF) were diverted
during the Congress-led UPA
regime. The BJP demanded an
investigation into it.

The BJP said while
Congress president Sonia was
on the board of PMRF, the
auditor for the fund was senior
Congress leader, former rev-
enue Minister and ex-Governor
Rameshwar Thakur who
remained its auditor ‘since its
inception’ and was never
changed even though the rule
is that the auditor be changed
every three years.

BJP president J P Nadda
and BJP National Spokesman
Sambit Patra made the accu-
sations, claiming it was a
“brazen fraud” and a big
betrayal of the people of India.

Nadda, who a day before
targeted the Congress and the
Gandhi family for allegedly

accepting �90 lakh donations to
the RGF from the Chinese
embassy, also posted a photo-
graph of documents as a ‘proof ’
for his fresh charges.

“PMNRF, meant to help
people in distress, was donat-
ing money to Rajiv Gandhi
Foundation in UPA years. Who
sat on the PMNRF board?
Smt. Sonia Gandhi. Who chairs
RGF? Smt. Sonia Gandhi.
Totally reprehensible, disre-
garding ethics, processes and
not bothering about trans-
parency,” Nadda said on
Twitter.

Sonia is the Chairperson of
the RGF and former Prime
Minister Manmohan Singh,
former Congress leader Rahul
Gandhi, former finance
Minister P Chidambaram and
Priyanaka Vadra are its mem-
bers.

Diverting the hard-earned
money of the people of India to
a family-run foundation is not
only a “brazen fraud” but also
a “big betrayal” of the people,
he said.

“One family's hunger for
wealth has cost the nation
immensely. If only they had
devoted their energies towards
a more constructive agenda.

The Congress’ Imperial
Dynasty needs to apologise to
the unchecked loot for self-
gains!” the BJP chief said.

BJP spokesperson Sambit
Patra demanded a response
from Congress president Sonia
Gandhi, saying she is “no
queen” and should explain the
charge.

In a swipe, Patra said she
keeps asking questions on
India-China border issue day in
and  day out and should be
answering to serious charges
against her and her party. He
said it has become habit with
Congress spokesperson to
come out and say “ this is a
vendetta politics”.

The Congress has become
synonymous with corruption
and conspiracy and alleged
that the ‘Gandhi family’ float-
ed “shell companies” like the
RGF to become “rich”.

Patra said Thakur, a senior
Congressman, who was a Rajya
Sabha member, Union Minister
and  governor of four states,
held the post of auditor of
PMRF continuously  and was
never changed until the last
Congress regime. “it was an
arrangement to mint money for
the family”, Patra said. 
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Continuing with their unre-
lenting attack on alleged

Chinese incursions even as
the BJP has charged them with
misuse of Prime Minister’s
Relief Fund, Congress presi-
dent Sonia Gandhi and former
party chief Rahul Gandhi on
Friday asked Prime Minister
Narendra Modi to speak up
and tell the truth to the coun-
try on whether China has
occupied any Indian territory.
The party said by denying
Chinese incursions in eastern
Ladakh, the Government has
lowered the morale of the
armed forces.

Rahul said if the Prime
Minister says no Indian terri-
tory has been occupied by
China, while satellite images
show otherwise, then China
stands to benefit from his
statement. 

Other Congress leaders
including former MoS Defence
MM Pallam Raju said that the

intelligence and diplomacy of
the Modi Government has
failed to stop Chinese incur-
sions in Ladakh and asked
whether the PM was lying to
the nation by saying no one has
occupied Indian territory.

The Congress president
said that the Central
Government cannot shirk its
responsibility from securing
our borders with China and
asked  Modi to take the nation
into confidence on the situa-
tion in Ladakh.

“If you (the PM) say Indian
land has not been taken by
China and it has actually been
taken, then China will stand to
benefit,” Rahul said in a video
message as part of the Congress
party’s ‘SpeakUpForOurJawans’
campaign in honour of mar-
tyred Indian soldiers.

Rahul said the Prime
Minister had stated that not
even an inch of Indian territo-
ry has been taken away by any-
one and there has been no
intrusion, but satellite images
and experts say China has

occupied Indian territory at
three points in eastern Ladakh.

Noting that the entire
country is standing together
behind the Prime Minister,
the former Congress chief said,
“We have to together fight
China and throw them out”.

“Prime Minister ji, speak
up and do not be scared. You
will have to tell the truth to the
country. Don’t be scared to say
that yes, China has taken our
land and we are going to act
against them. The whole
country is with you,” he said.

Referring to the 20 Indian
soldiers who died following a
clash with the Chinese army
personnel at Galwan valley in

eastern Ladakh
earlier this
month, the
Gandhi scion
asked the gov-
ernment to
explain who
had sent the
Indian soldiers
w i t h o u t
weapons to the

border.
Sonia asked why the coun-

try’s soldiers were martyred
when China has not captured
any Indian territory, as
claimed by the Prime Minister.

“Today when there is a
crisis-like situation at the
India-China border, the cen-
tral government cannot shirk
its responsibility (of securing
them),” she too said in a video
message.

“The country wants to
know if China has not cap-
tured our land in Ladakh, as
claimed by the Prime Minister,
then why were our 20 soldiers
martyred,” she asked.

She said while the Prime

Minister says there is no intru-
sion into Indian territory,
experts after seeing satellite
images talk of the presence of
Chinese troops in our territo-
ry confirming the intrusions.

“When and how will the
Modi government take back
from China our land in
Ladakh? Is our territorial
integrity being violated by
China in Ladakh? Will the
Prime Minister take the nation
in confidence on the situation
at the border?” Sonia asked.

She said the government
should give full support and
strength to the Army, saying
“this will be true patriotism”.

For their part, addressing
a joint press conference,
Congress leaders MM Pallam
Raju, Jitendra Singh and
Pawan Khera said according
to reports China has occupied
Indian territory up to 18 km
inside the LAC in Depsang
plains, posing an alarming
threat to India’s national secu-
rity and territorial  
integrity.
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Amid a surge in
Coronavirus cases, the

Director General of Civil
Aviation (DGCA) on Friday
extended the ban on sched-
uled international commer-
cial passenger flight services
to/from India till July 15.
However, this shall not apply
to international all-cargo
operations and those
approved by the DGCA. The
scheduled international pas-
senger flights were suspend-
ed in India on March 23 due
to the coronavirus pandemic.

Releasing a circular, the
DGCA said, “The competent
authority has decided that
scheduled international com-
mercial passenger services
to/from India shall remain
suspended till 2359 hrs IST of
July 15, 2020.” However, the
DGCA clarified that the ban
will not be applicable for
international cargo flights
and those flights that have
been approved by the DGCA.

Earlier this week, Union
Civil  Aviation Minister
Hardeep Singh Puri had said
India was considering travel
requests from several coun-
tries. He said India was also

looking at the possibility of
establishing individual “bilat-
eral bubbles” like between
India-US,  India-France,
India-Germany, India-UK. 

The Government is cur-
rently running the third phase
of Vande Bharat Mission to
evacuate people stranded in
different countries after sus-
pension of international
commercial airline operations
due to coronavirus pandem-
ic outbreak since May 25.

India resumed scheduled
domestic passenger flights on
May 25, after a gap of two
months.

Earlier, DGCA has issued
new rules for airlines and
their cabin crew members

for handling unruly passen-
gers on board, stating that
increased stress on flyers due
to new procedures in place
amid the COVID-19 pan-
demic may lead to a rise in
disputes between them and
cabin crew members.

“Cabin crew members
must be made aware of the
new issues that may arise like
passengers refusing to wear
face masks or coverings in
f l ights ,  f ighting among 
passengers due to their eth-
nicity or country of residence
or due to the presence of
symptoms similar to those
associated with COVID-19,
the DGCA noted in its circu-
lar.
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Amid coronavirus pandem-
ic, the age limit for voters

to opt for postal ballot in Lok
Sabha and Assembly elections
has been reduced to ensure
social distancing and safety
norms. According to the
Election Commission of India,
the age limit was reduced as
"people who are 65 and above
are vulnerable" to the coron-
avirus.

The other measures being
undertaken by the ECI to
ensure a safeF election during
the pandemic are putting in
place appropriate arrangements
regarding social distancing,
sanitisation, disinfection, and
masks/gloves etc., planning of
necessary training and capac-
ity-building of electoral
machinery, sensitisation of all
officials on election duty about
COVID 19-related precautions. 

After the coronavirus out-
break in India, Bihar will be the
first State to have Assembly
polls due in October-
November. And voters of Bihar
will be the first to benefit from
the amended rules. On June 19,

the Ministry of Law has noti-
fied a fresh change in the rules,
allowing those aged 65 years
and above to opt for postal bal-
lot.

While amending the rules
on the suggestions of the
Election Commission, the min-
istry also allowed COVID 19
suspect or affected persons to
use the postal ballot facility. In
October 2019, the Law
Ministry amended the
Conduct of Election Rules to
allow people with disabilities
and those who are 80 years of
age or above to opt for postal
ballot during Lok Sabha and
Assembly elections.

The EC had approached
the Government to tweak the
rule as pandemic could con-
tinue till the end of the year. As
of now, people who come
under the category of those
allowed to use postal ballot
have to fill form 12D to avail
the facility. The election rules
are amended after the Law
Minister approves changes. To
ensure social distancing the EC
has decided to limit the num-
ber of voters at each polling
booth to 1,000, instead of 1,600
under normal circumstances.
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The CBI on Friday carried
out searches at seven loca-

tions, including official and res-
idential premises of business-
man Ratul Puri, his father and
other accused persons and
entities in connection with a
�787-crore bank fraud case
involving their private firm
Moser Baer Solar Ltd.

The searches that began in
the morning continued till late
in the evening. Official and res-
idential premises of Ratul Puri's
father Deepak Puri were also
searched during the daylong
operation, officials said, adding
they are named accused in the
case being the directors of the
accused company.

Ratul Puri is the nephew of
former Madhya Pradesh Chief
Minister and senior Congress
leader Kamal Nath.

The agency registered the
case on Thursday. The case
relates to  to � 787 crore alleged
loss incurred by the Punjab
National Bank (PNB) in the
credit facilities granted to the
accused firm.

Amid the ongoing Covid-
19 pandemic, the search teams
of the agency wore personal
protection equipment (PPE)
kits for conducting the opera-

tion as a precautionary mea-
sure, they said.

“It was alleged that the said
accused had cheated the
Punjab National Bank led con-
sortium comprising PNB (lead
bank), SBI, Exim Bank, Indian
Overseas Bank, Central Bank
of India and Union Bank of
India, and Bank of Baroda to
the tune of �787.25 crore
(approx) by way of  diversion
of bank funds, sham 
transactions and inflated secu-
rity deposits etc.,” the agency
said in a statement.

Searches were conducted at
seven locations in Delhi, Noida,
Ghaziabad and Annupur
(Madhya Pradesh) at the

premises of accused persons
including Directors and the
private company which led to
recovery of several incrimi-
nating documents and digital
evidence, the agency said.

The case was registered
following a complaint from
the PNB against MBSL (bor-
rower company) and others
including its directors and
other unknown persons/bank
officials. 

The accused have been
booked under various Indian
Penal Code (IPC) sections
relating to criminal conspiracy
and cheating besides relevant
provisions of the Prevention of
Corruption Act. 
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As individuals having
Vitiligo or 'white patches'

on the skin continue to face
discrimination in the society
due to various misconcep-
tions, dermatologists have
urged the Government to
include the disease under non-
communicable category stat-
ing that it occurs due to
lifestyle problems like stress.

Dr. Rohit Batra, consultant
dermatologist, Sir Ganga Ram
Hospital, said that Vitiligo is a
treatable condition but there
are plenty of stigma and myths
attached to it.

“Those suffering from
Vitiligo, go through tremen-
dous psychological pressure
that creates insecurity and
loss of confidence. We want to
create awareness about the
problem and its treatment.  It
is not a communicable dis-
ease.”

Dr. Iltefat Hamzavi,
Vitiligo Specialist at a webinar
held on the subject on the
International Vitiligo Day,
marked on Thursday, talked
about various medical thera-
pies in the sector. Although
recurrences may occur and the
course is unpredictable,
Vitiligo can be treated effec-
tively with topical or oral
medications, phototherapy,
surgery, or lasers.

Ayurveda expert Dr Nikita
Kohli talked about an array of

rare herbs like Ammi majus
(Vishnag) and Bal Jadi  found
at the high-altitudes of
Himalayas which have proved
boon to  the people suffering
with the skin condition also
known as leucoderma.

Based on the formulation
of these rare selected herbs like
skin photo sensitizer Babachi,
Aloe Vera, Madar and Centella
asiatica besides Ammi majus
(Vishnag), a poly herbal drug
Lukoskin developed by
Defense Research
Development Organisation
(DRDO)  has come handy for
the patients to manage the
white patches, she said.

Sanchit Sharma, execu-
tive director with AIMIL
Pharma engaged in manufac-
turing the herbal drug added,
that Lukoskin is available as an
ointment and oral liquid. The
herbal ingredients in the oint-
ment has properties such as
anti-blister, anti-irritation,
anti-septic and wound healing,
while the oral formulation is
designed to check the emer-
gence of new spots.

Indian Association of
D e r m a t o l o g i s t s ,
Venereologists and
Leprologists (IADVL) said
that they have been pushing
for inclusion of the disease
under NCD category as well
seeking awareness campaign
in various regional languages
among others.

Worldwide incidence of
leucoderma is reported to be
1 to 2 per cent. In India, it’s
around 4 to 5 per cent, while
in some parts of Rajasthan and
Gujarat it is as high as 5 to 8
per cent.
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Th e
North-

e a s t e r n
States have
recorded
l o w e r
number of
Covid-19
a c t i v e
cases at
3,731 with 5,715 patients
already going home after treat-
ment as compared to the rest of
the country. The death rate too
continues to be low in the
region with no fatality report-
ed so far in Manipur, Mizoram,
Nagaland, and Sikkim.

However, the testing rate
has been dismally low in the
region when compared to the
rest of the country.

"The North-eastern states
have a lower number of
Covid-19 cases compared to
the country- active cases are
3731, recoveries are 5715. The
death rate continues to be low,
with no deaths in Manipur,
Mizoram, Nagaland and
Sikkim," said the Union
Health Ministry in a statement
here.

With the highest single-
day spike of 17,296 Covid-19
cases reported in the last 24
hours, India's COVID-19
count reached 4,90,401 on
Friday.

The country also saw 407
deaths in the last 24 hours,
which pushed the death toll to
15,301. The total number of

cases includes 1,89,463 active
cases, 2,85,637cured/dis-
charged/migrated cases, as
per the Ministry.

“The fight against the
pandemic across the country
has been a concerted and col-
lective endeavour. The Centre
has pro-actively and strongly
supported the strengthening
of the medical care infra-
structure in the NE States to
fight Covid-19,” the Ministry
said.

A critical pillar which
hampered the efforts of the
North Eastern States in com-
bating was the Covid-19 out-
break was complete lack of
testing facilities. But because
of the focussed attention of
the Ministry, the region has 39
testing labs in the public sec-
tor and three in the private
sector, totalling to 42 labs.

The Ministry said that
the healthcare infrastructure
across all the NE states has
been substantially supple-
mented with the increased
number of ICU beds, Isolation
beds, Oxygen supported beds
and ventilators .
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Some hospitalised Covid-19
patients have been found to

be showing signs of confusion,
changes in behaviour and other
brain complications, includ-
ing stroke, psychosis and
dementia-like syndrome,
according to a study published
in the journal The Lancet
Psychiatry.

The most common brain
complication observed was
stroke, which was reported in
77 of 125 patients. Of these, 57
patients had a stroke caused by
a blood clot in the brain,
known as an ischaemic stroke,
nine patients had a stroke
caused by a brain haemor-
rhage, and one patient had a
stroke caused by inflammation
in the blood vessels of the
brain.

Age data was available for
74 of the patients who experi-
enced a stroke and the major-
ity were over 60 years of age.

"This data represents an
important snapshot of the
brain-related complications of
Covid-19 in hospitalised
patients. It is critically impor-
tant that we continue to collect
this information to really
understand this virus fully,"
said co-author of the study,
Professor Sarah Pett, from
University College London.

A total of 39 patients
showed signs of confusion or
changes in behaviour reflecting
an altered mental state while
nine patients had unspecified
brain dysfunction, known as
encephalopathy, and seven
patients had inflammation of
the brain, medically termed
encephalitis.

About 23 patients with an
altered mental state were diag-
nosed with psychiatric condi-
tions, of which the vast major-
ity were determined as new
diagnoses by the notifying psy-
chiatrist.

Although most psychiatric

diagnoses were determined as
new by the notifying psychia-
trist or neuropsychiatrist, the
researchers said they cannot
exclude the possibility that
these were undiagnosed before
the patient developed Covid-
19.

The 23 patients with psy-
chiatric diagnoses included 10
patients with a new-onset psy-
chosis and six patients with a
dementia-like syndrome.

Seven patients had signs of
a mood disorder, including
depression and anxiety.

Age information was avail-
able for 37 of the 39 patients
with an altered mental state and
of those, around half were
aged under 60 years of age.

Detailed long-term studies
are needed in order to confirm
if there is any link between
Covid-19 infection and the
onset of psychiatric or neu-
ropsychiatric complications in
younger patients, said the
researchers.
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Aletter, purportedly written
by senior IPS officer Basant

Rath expressing apprehension
about his safety due to "certain
activities" of the Jammu and
Kashmir Police chief, has gone
viral on the social media, trig-
gering a controversy.

The June 25 letter,
addressed to the Gandhinagar
police station SHO, does not
seek registration of an FIR, but
wants it to be made "a part of
daily diary".

Gandhinagar police sta-
tion SHO Gurnam Choudhary,
however, denied having
received any such letter.

"I'm writing you to take
note of my genuine apprehen-
sions about my safety and rep-
utation. I am doing it as a pri-
vate citizen of the country. In
my personal capacity. Not as a
civil servant. Not as a police-
man," states the letter, pur-
portedly written by Inspector
General of Police (IGP) Rath.

"I am not asking you to
lodge an FIR against the person
mentioned above. I am just ask-
ing you to make this letter a
part of the daily diary in your
police station.... In case some-
thing bad happens to me, you
should know whose number
you should dial. With due
respect," adds the letter, in
whose subject line the name of
the Jammu and Kashmir Police
chief is handwritten.

The letter, which has gone
viral on the social media, has
triggered a controversy in the
Union Territory. 
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Chief Minister Mamata
Banerjee has dashed off a let-

ter to Prime Minister Narendra
Modi questioning the efficacy of
a hundred per cent Foreign
Direct Investment of the coal sec-
tor saying the decision would
chip away at the essence of
“Atmanirbhar Bharat” as pro-
pogated by the Central
Government.

Besides she has also
expressed her doubts whether
the decision would actually bring
FDI as according to the current
global investors have been show-
ing more interests in renewable

energy projects.
“I express my serious reser-

vation on this policy announce-
ment on cogent grounds. The
policy can neither bring foreign
direct investment nor can it
bring technologies or know-
how which we are unable to
assess today. The recent trend
and empirical evidence showcase
the interest of global investors in
renewable energy projects as
compared to coal mining pro-
jects,” the CM has written.

The letter was sent days
after the Centre decided to auc-
tion 41 coal mines with a target
of drawing Es 33,000 crore to the
exchequer.
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With 46 deaths and 3,645
persons getting diag-

nosed with Covid-19 on a sin-
gle day, it turned out to be a
Black Friday in Tamil Nadu.
Friday’s 46 fatalities took the
death toll in the state till date
to 957 out of which Chennai
alone accounted for 730,

according to the medical bul-
letin released by the
Government of Tamil Nadu.

As on Friday evening, there
were 32,305 active Covid-19
patients in the State, said the
bulletin. The number of
patients diagnosed with the
pandemic till date rose to
74,622, said the bulletin. Till
date 41, 357 patients have come
out of the hospitals fully 

recovered.
The day also saw 32, 317

persons getting tested in 89 lab-
oratories spread across the
State. Till date, a total of 9.93
lakh persons have been tested
in the State for corona virus. It
has to be mentioned that the
Tamil Nadu Government is
going on setting up more lab-
oratories as part of aggressive
testing to bring out any hidden

cases of the pandemic.
Chennai (1,956),

Chengalpet (232), Madurai
(190), Thiruvallur (177),
Vellore (148) are the problem-
atic districts in the State. Out
of the 46 patients who died on
Friday, 44 had co-morbidities.

Chief Minister Edappadi
Palaniswami had convened a
meeting of the team of medical
professionals as well as top

bureaucrats on Monday to
decide the future course of
action as the lock down of the
four districts of Chennai,
Kancheepuram, Chengalpet,
Thiruvallur and Madurai are
coming to an end on June 30.

“The situation seems
strange in Tamil Nadu as well
as the remaining parts of the
country. The characteristics of
the virus that has caused this

pandemic appears quite dif-
ferent from usual viruses. There
are enough reasons to believe
that the Covid-19 causing virus
is manipulated by human
beings in laboratories with
ulterior motives,” said a med-
ical scientist based in Chennai
on condition of anonymity.

Meanwhile in Kerala, 150
persons were diagnosed with
Covid-19 on Friday. This is the
eighth day in succession the
State tested 100 Plus cases of
the pandemic. Six comman-
does of the CISF based in
Kannur and three employees of
the Army camp in the district
tested positive on Friday. There
are 1,846 patients in hospitals
across the State undergoing
treatment for Covid-19. The
number of hotspots in the
State increased to 114 with
more cases of coronavirus get-
ting diagnosed from the dis-
tricts. The last 24 hours saw the
testing of 5859 samples in 
the State.
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Alow cost therapy which
was in vogue prior to the

Second World War could bring
down the number of persons
succumbing to Covid-19,
according to a widely respect-
ed former scientist of India’s
Atomic Energy Commission.

P C Kesavan, former direc-
tor, Biosciences Group, Bhabha
Atomic Research Centre,
Trombay, the elite research hub
of Atomic Energy Commission
and former head of School of
Life Sciences, Jawaharlal Nehru
University has pointed out that
fatality rate due to Covid-19 is
high compared to previous

pandemics like H1N1  and this
calls for studying the words of
Chinese philosopher Confucius
: “Study the past if you would
define the future”.   

While the H1N1 pandem-
ic registered a fatality rate of a
mere .02 per cent, the current
Covid-19 caused by the SARS-
CoV-2 has registered a death
rate of 6 per cent in the United
States, says Kesavan in the edi-
torial authored by him for the
June 25 issue of Current
Science, a publication of
Current Science Association
in collaboration with Indian
Academy of Sciences.

“The death rate is 3.2 per
cent in India, 14 per cent in
Italy, 11.9 per cent in Spain. The

average global death rate for
Covid-19 is 6.7 per cent. It is
this high death rate that makes
Covid-19 pandemic dreadful.
Increased incidence of death
rate has to do with severity of
infection. The spectrum of
clinical symptoms of the
patients with SARS-CoV-2 is
broad and encompasses asymp-
tomatic infection , mild and
moderate to severe illnesses of
the upper respiratory tract ,
severe pneumonia, Acute
Respiratory Distress Syndrome
and respiratory failure leading
to death,” Kesavan writes in the
editorial.

He reminds the modern
medicine physicians of the Low
Dose Radiation Therapy

administered for severe cases of
pneumonia. “Treatment of
pneumonia with small doses of
X-rays  has been known since
1905. During the first half of the
20th century, approximately
700 cases of bacterial sul-
phanilamide -resistant inter-
stitial and atypical pneumonia
were effectively treated by X-
rays,” Kesavan writes, quoting
facts, figures and peer reviewed
research papers.

He points out that LDRT
died a natural death following
the invention of antibiotics and
the “radiation phobia” propa-
gated  by the Atomic Bomb
Casualty Commission set up
after the atomic-bomb detona-
tions over Hiroshima and

Nagasaki in August 1945.    
According to Kesavan,

LDRT can effectively remove
the inflammation of the lungs.
“In Germany, patients are being
treated with LDRT for several
non-malignant ailments includ-
ing arthritis. As of today, dozens
of hospitals across the USA and
Germany are using LDRT to
treat and save the lives of seri-
ously ill Covid-19 patients,” he
has written in the editorial.  A
suggestion to return to the low
cost, effective therapy without
any side effects comes at a time
when one of the private drug
manufacturers has announced
about the new vaccine for
Covid-19 costing Rs 37,800
for a course.
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The Bengal Government has
decided to cap expendi-

ture of treatment in corona
cases directing the private hos-
pitals to charge not more than
�2,250 for testing the patients.

Announcing a slew of mea-
sures to counter the surge in
Chinese virus infection Chief
Minister Mamata Banerjee on
Friday said that “while the
Government facilities are treat-
ing the patients for free, the pri-
vate hospitals will not be
allowed to charge �4,000 for
testing the patients. We are writ-
ing to them to cap the charge at
�2,250… besides we will also
direct them to charge not more
than �1,000 per PPE (person-
al protective equipment) and
keep the doctors’ fees within
�1,000.”

The private hospitals were
charging in the vicinity of Rs
5,000 as doctors’ consultation
fee, she complained.

Expressing displeasure over
the rising oil prices the Chief

Minister said continuous hike
in petroleum prices is putting
pressure on the private bus
operators who are unwilling to
ply their vehicles on the streets
causing great hardship to the
office goers.

“They are shamelessly hik-
ing the prices and blaming the
State Governments for that
hike. It is unjustified. Already
we are under huge pressure to
fight the current corona crisis
as the Centre is giving us no
help,” Banerjee said.

“In some places diesel is
priced more than petrol… But
we cannot do that… so we will
have to provide subsidy… For
each bus we will provide
�15,000 for three months so
that the bus operators do not
have to increase fare. In fact my
Government will not allow a
fare hike because the people are
not in a position to pay,” she
said adding her Government
would provide a subsidy of Rs
27 crore for the private buses to
enable them to run their vehi-
cles.

Wondering whether the
Metro Railways too could chip
in by starting their operations
by maintaining social distanc-
ing she said “we are writing to
the Metro authorities allowing
them to run the metro services
by maintaining social distanc-
ing and proper sanitisation
protocol,” expressing displea-
sure at the way the Indian
Railways was still sending in
special trains from the corona
hotspot zones.

“My Chief Secretary will
write to the Centre about dis-
continuing trains and even
domestic flights from corona
hotspot states because that is
causing more people to get
infected in our state” Banerjee
said reminding Bengal had so
far managed to control its tally
with active 5039 cases and a 65
percent recovery rate as against
the national rate of 58 percent.

Incidentally the Bengal saw
its oldest patient getting dis-
charged from a city hospital
with 94-year-old LM Seth
recovering and getting released

from the Calcutta Medical
College and Hospital on
Thursday.

Apparently attacking the
BJP for holding rallies throwing
all cautions to the wind at a
time when the state needed to
maintain utmost care on social
distancing Banerjee said “we
shall not allow the parties who
are breaking social distancing
protocol to put others at risk,”
adding FIRs would be filed and
their leaders would be taken to
task for breaking law.

The Government had
lodged FIRs against some BJP
leaders for holding public ral-
lies and inciting people to dam-
age public properties like BDO
offices and police stations.

“The people are watching
you damage properties made
out of their money. This is not
the time to reap political harvest
by holding rallies and breaking
corona protocols,” Banerjee
said wondering “why should
the people go to your rallies
when they are refraining to
organize weddings even.”
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After a lull of many months
the Left and the Congress

on Friday staged joint rallies
in protest against petro-price
hike even as Congress Lok
Sabha Leader Adhir
Chowdhury slammed Prime
Minister Narendra Modi for
turning a blind eye on the
“loot” going on in the oil
market.

“When the Congress left
power, international price of
crude was $ 116 per barrel…
But after that it came down to
$ 20 per barrel. Even Prime
Minister Modi called himself
'fortunate' to find the petro-
prices so low. However the
people of India were not so
fortunate like Modi ji as they
have continuously languished
under the rising oil prices that
has hurt every sector from
farming to transportation
causing steep inf lation,”
Chowdhury said advocating
an immediate cap on the
petroleum prices.

“The farmers are suffering
the most with rising diesel
prices. This Government is
doing nothing about that,” he
said.

CPI(M) central commit-
tee member and State
Legislature Party Leader Sujan
Chakrabarty who led a huge
cycle rally in South Kolkata
said, “the common man is
already jobless and upon that
they have been hit by inflation
due to rising oil prices. And
the Centre is taking no note of
this. So we had been forced to
take this route.”

The Congress and the Left
staged a joint blockade at
Barasat in the northern fringes
of Kolkata protesting oil price
hike. DYFI the youth arm of
the CPI(M) too staged a
unique motorbike ral ly
whence the walked with their
motorcycles before blocking
some city thoroughfares.
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Aminor boy was killed along
with a CRPF constable in a

terrorist attack in Bijbehara area
of Anantnag while the joint
teams of security forces gunned
down three more terrorists dur-
ing an ongoing operation in
Chewa Ullar area of Awantipora
on Friday.

Killing of a minor boy at the
hands of terrorists was widely
condemned by the leaders of
mainstream political parties and
others.

Brigadier Vijay Mahadevan,
Commander 1 sector RR, dur-
ing a media briefing told
reporters, "due to successful
operations in the South Kashmir
districts, the terrorists are frus-
trated and resorting to targeting
unarmed civilians and security
forces standing guard at public
places".

He said, "we will continue to
target the terrorist leadership so
that they are not able to pollute
the innocent mind of a Kashmiri
youth". Late evening, Jammu
and Kashmir police  identified
the killer of a minor boy and
CRPF personnel and registered
an FIR against him.

According to a police
spokesman, the killer has been
identified as Zahid Daas , a ter-
rorist of JKIS outfit.

So far, 124 terrorists have
been eliminated by the securi-
ty forces in a series of anti ter-
rorist operations since January
1, 2020. According to a police
spokesman, "Around 12.15 p.m
local police in Anantnag
received information  that ter-
rorists had fired on a CRPF
party in Bijbehara area".

During the preliminary
investigation, it was revealed that
terrorists fired upon the CRPF
party, resulting in injuries to a
CRPF personnel and a minor
boy.

According to police, "Both
the injured were shifted to near-
by hospital for treatment where
they succumbed to their
injuries". The killed boy has been
identified as Nehan Yawar son
of Mohd Yaseen Bhat resident of
Machwa Yaripora, Kulgam
while the CRPF trooper was
identified as Shyamal Kumar.

Meanwhile, during an
ongoing operation in Chewa
Ullar area of Awantipora, the
joint teams of Police, 42RR and
180Bn CRPF maintained a tight
vigil during the night to prevent
hiding terrorists from escaping.
To avoid any civilian casualties,
the security forces shifted them
safely to a safer location before
making an appeal to these ter-
rorists to lay down their arms
and surrender.  According to
police, when these terrorists
were given an opportunity to
surrender, they fired indiscrim-
inately upon the joint search
party, which was retaliated lead-
ing to an encounter.

In the ensuing encounter, 03
terrorists were killed and their
bodies were retrieved from the
site of encounter. The identifi-
cation and affiliation of the
killed terrorists is being ascer-
tained.

Arms and ammunition
including 02 AK rifle, 06 AK
Magazine, 05 AK rounds, 01
Pistol, 01 Pistol Magazine, 04
Pistol Rds and other incrimi-
nating materials were recovered
from the site of encounter.

Police spokesman said, "the
dead bodies of the killed ter-
rorists have been sent to
Handwara for their last rites.
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Today is June 27. On May 27,
a pregnant elephant col-
lapsed in Velliyar river in
Kerala’s Palakkad district
and drowned. She had bit-

ten a coconut filled with explosives on
May 12, suffering terrible wounds in
her oral cavity. Unable to eat and drink
and in continuous, excruciating agony,
she had, on May 25, come and stood
in the river. Efforts to treat her failed.
Finally, weak and exhausted, she
could not stand any more.

The incident had set off a global
wave of outrage, compelling the Kerala
Government, not known for its over-
flowing concern for animals under any
dispensation, to order an investigation.
One person was reportedly arrested
and two were absconding. A month
has passed. The print and electronic
media no longer report on the matter.
One does not know whether the two
absconders are still at large. Nor are
people asking. Here is yet another
example of collective amnesia, which
often allows outrages and their perpe-
trators to go unpunished.

It is important that the killers of
the pregnant elephant are given deter-
rent punishment and the flourishing
trade in illegal explosives, which
enabled her killing and which is reg-
ularly used to kill wild boars, is
squelched. The Kerala Government,
which, much to the chagrin of animal
lovers, allowed the killing of wild boars
in May, laid down certain conditions.
These, such as certification by the local
authorities that the area concerned was
suffering crop loss on account of sus-
tained depredations by wild boars, and
that the killing had to be by shooting
and by someone from an empanelled
group of firearm owners, are merrily
ignored. They are killed by putting
explosives in the food used as bait.
While they do devour crops, illegal sale
of their meat is a thriving business in
some parts of Kerala. Not just that,
nothing can justify such a horribly
cruel way of killing. Besides, the
explosives involved are also used to kill
humans in inter-gang and inter-party
political clashes. Yet, as their free use
indicates, nothing effective has been
done to control their circulation.

No one talks about all this any
more. This, however, is not the only
instance of its kind. Relegation from
the foreground of public consciousness
over time happens with most inci-
dents, however convulsive their initial
impact. Of course, an event affects
people in varying degrees, depending
on their ideology, social and religious
values, intellect and/or whether they
have personal reasons to be happy or
sad. Thus, some remember the event

for a long time and with great
intensity. It remains as back-
ground memory in others and
some forget it altogether. Even
those belonging to the first cat-
egory are generally not moved
enough to demand follow-up or
punitive action where necessary.

This also goes for groups.  It
is imperative to examine why
this happens because it has
obvious implications in terms of
follow-up/corrective action
important to society. Time has
almost always caused wounds
to heal and memories to fade.
The phenomenon has now
acquired an unprecedented
force because of the volume,
speed and the global nature of
information flow and the cul-
tural process that mediates our
internalisation of it. When news
flows in succession, one item is
pushed out of consciousness by
the next, unless, as indicated
above, there is a special reason
to remember it.

The process underwent a
qualitative leap with the advent
of the telegraph in the 19th cen-
tury, which made for instanta-
neous transmission of informa-
tion over vast distances. Much
of this massive flow was irrel-
evant to the lives of the recip-
ients, who could neither do
anything about them nor
understand their significance.
Newspapers, which took to
the telegraph with alacrity,
played a critical role in initiat-
ing and perpetuating such flow.

Locked in intense competi-
tion among themselves, they
carried news that were sensa-
tional, titillating and exotic
even if they were from afar and
did not connect with the lives
of the readers. Such news items
were read for lascivious enter-
tainment and forgotten there-
after. Amusement became an
important component of news-
paper reading.

Neil Postman underlined an
important result of this when he
wrote in Amusing Ourselves to
Death: Public Discourse in the
Age of Show Business, “most of
our daily news is inert, consist-
ing of information that gives us
something to talk about but can-
not lead to any meaningful
action. This fact is the principal
legacy of the telegraph. By gen-
erating an abundance of irrele-
vant information, it has dramat-
ically altered what may be called
the ‘information-action ratio.’”

The process has been
aggravated by what has been
called de-contextualisation in
which newspapers present
events in isolation from their
contexts and without any expla-
nation or reference to their
backgrounds to distant readers
or viewers unfamiliar with
their context or significance.
They are read mainly for
amusement and curiosity with-
out serious engagement, lead-
ing to action in respect of
their consequences. Despite
being most disturbing in its

implications, the trend did not
assume proportions threaten-
ing serious discourse and total
ephemerality in response to
news items. This was because
the latter was dominated by the
print media and the written
culture based on language,
which expresses and compre-
hends ideas symbolically and
encourages reflection and
thinking. Postman observes,
“Even the simplest act of nam-
ing a thing is an act of think-
ing — of comparing one thing
with others, selecting some
features in common, ignoring
what is different, (del comma)
and making an imaginary cat-
egory.”

The advent of photography
further aggravated the process of
de-contextualisation and made
a change in the cognition of real-
ity. A photograph is recognised;
a word is interpreted. Except to
those in the know, a photograph
says nothing about a place where
it has been taken or a chain of
events of which it represents a
visual fragment. Thus, the image
of the cardboard model of a
house on fire can be seen as an
actual house burning.

Then came television and
with it a revolution in the cul-
ture of responding to informa-
tion. The combination of mov-
ing images, sounds, music and
the vicarious experience of the
exciting reality it provides is
rivetting. If all this lends to tele-
vision programmes with an

ambience that is entertaining,
so does the fact that they are
preceded, followed and punc-
tuated by advertisements with
attractive visuals of products
and models. It is not surprising
that Postman considers enter-
tainment to be “the supra-ide-
ology of all discourse on tele-
vision. No matter what is
depicted and from which point
of view, the over-arching pre-
sumption is that it is there for
our entertainment and plea-
sure.” 

There are doubtless televi-
sion programmes that are
meant to provoke thought. But
these remain within the enter-
tainment genre. The commen-
tary is overshadowed by mov-
ing figures on the screen;
besides, these have to be with
the mandatory advertisements
which cover costs and yield
profit.

Finally, television breeds
passivity as most people are
trapped in the flow of images
and sounds and are unable to
disengage or reflect, which alone
can lead to action. This attitude
toward virtual reality also comes
to affect their approach to real-
ity itself, a process that is aggra-
vated by hopelessness about
their ability to change reality,
however harsh. Passivity
becomes a way of life, the impli-
cations of which are obvious.

(The writer is Consultant
Editor, The Pioneer, and 
an author)
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Sir — May be it’s because I am
not a twit that I don’t understand
the way Twitter allows some
tweets and blocks/warns others,
including those from US
President Donald Trump. Like
many, I have concerns about
(un)social media and its ability to
spread views too easily, including
those that are offensive. Racism,
for example, or the plain stupid-
ity shown by some who think Bill
Gates is responsible for the
spread of COVID-19. 

Twitter Inc’s warning notice
to Trump for his tweet threaten-
ing “serious force” against pro-
testers in the US capital has con-
fused many. Although there is a
warning that this tweet refers to
“abusive behaviour,” one can
still proceed to the tweet and
read it in full. Twitter said it hid
Trump’s tweet behind its “pub-
lic interest” notice because it
included a threat of harm against
an identifiable group. Surely, if
Twitter finds his tweet inappro-
priate, it should remove it rather
than issue a meek response with
just a warning.

The problem is that people
have the apparent right to make
incorrect or offensive statements

but there is little clarity as to
what can actually be banned.
Twitter is working on this issue
but there is a long way to go and
the basic problem is what is
offensive to some may be a view
supported by others.

Dennis Fitzgerald
Australia
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Sir — This refers to the editori-
al, “Hurting China or ourselves?”
(June 26). Indeed, China needs
to be paid back but not necessar-
ily with offensive measures.
Opting for the trade route is the

best way to deal with our hostile
neighbour. But this is easier said
than done and may be a long-
term strategy. India has a huge
trade deficit with China. Hence,
calls to boycott Chinese goods
may not hurt it much. Rather,
back home, supply chains will be
disrupted. In fact, trade associ-

ations themselves have sought
time to reduce dependence on
China. India will have to not
only strengthen its entire busi-
ness ecosystem but also start
producing world class goods at
competitive prices. Any knee-
jerk reaction may sound good at
the moment but will harm
Indian companies and industries
in the long-run. At a time when
we are battling the worst eco-
nomic slowdown in decades, we
should not act emotionally. 

Bal Govind
Noida
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Sir — This refers to the editorial,
“Ayurveda vs Ramdev” (June 26).
When scientists are working over-
time to find a cure for
Coronavirus and have not been
successful so far, the claim by
Ramdev to have found a “cure” is
absurd. The yoga guru is misguid-
ing the public. The Broadcasting
and Health Ministries must act to
check this.

Kshitij
Via email
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COVID-19 has changed the world as we
know it. We all have to get used to the new
normal, both in our personal and profes-

sional lives. Businesses have to reinvent and re-
engineer themselves to face the challenges
thrown up by the Novel Coronavirus. This is
especially true of entrepreneurs who are the foun-
tainheads of innovation and creativity. Now more
than ever, entrepreneurs need to think out-of-the
box to survive these unprecedented times. And
the first step towards this is to take advantage of
the technological advancements mankind has
made and go online. Gone are the days when
there was a raging debate on the pros and cons
of online business versus an offline one. The ques-
tion now is how to convert an offline  brick-and-
mortar business into a click-and-mortar one. 

Setting up an online business is by no means
an easy task as cyberspace is a different sphere
altogether. It requires careful planning, which is
the same for any regular offline business. It needs
vision, access to funds, hard work and plain old
grit and determination. However, unlike a brick-
and-mortar business, the beauty of an online busi-
ness is its instant reach to a huge target audience,
not only locally but across borders. But to set up
a successful online business, you need to carve
out a niche. For example, Amazon created a niche
for itself by offering the largest collection of book
titles (over one million), which was more than
10 times the range of books in the largest phys-
ical bookstores around the world. So, the first step
is to develop a clear understanding of the niche
you want to address as a business. 

Next, try and identify your  unique selling
proposition (USP). Your business idea may not
be totally unique but a support environment can
make it exclusive. A great website, a good sales
pitch, innovative marketing strategies, smooth
supply chains and a responsive customer care can
do wonders for a business and help a start-up
carve a niche to take on well-established, deep-
pocketed competitors. However, don’t become
disheartened if you are unable to put a finger on
your USPs, they will become obvious at the plan-
ning stage. Entrepreneurs have the habit of try-
ing to do all things on their own. Don’t succumb
to this habit. Delegation is as important as care-
ful planning. Take the help of experts wherever
required in planning, development and deploy-
ment of your online business. A successful busi-
ness person can make a distinction on where and
when to use external or expert resources and
when to do things on their own. Developing a
website, systems administration, database devel-
opment among others can be such areas where
external expertise is required. Employing a
third party to manage and maintain your web-
site is a good business decision, which will allow
time for focussing on your other USPs. You can
surely run a successful online business even if you
have no inkling of technology. Outsourcing your
technical requirements will cost you but having
a good website is like having a great start for your
online business. 

Just like any business, careful planning and
adequate funds can make an online business suc-
cessful. There are two reasons why a meticulous
business plan is necessary. One is to make your
proposal attract funding and the second is to cre-
ate an internal blueprint to plan, launch and exe-
cute your venture. Basically, you should devel-
op a business plan for yourself. There are no rights
and wrongs in developing a business plan and

there are several online templates avail-
able to guide you. However, a well-writ-
ten business plan should answer the fol-
lowing five questions: What are your
business’ aims and goals? Why would
your business satisfy or fulfil customer
needs? Where will you be present? Who
are your potential customers and your
target audience? And how are you going
to launch and continue the daily oper-
ations of your business? These five ques-
tions will cover all aspects of the ven-
ture. 

Any business plan is not complete
without market intelligence.
Competition is a part of life and some-
where, someone would be having a sim-
ilar product or service that you are plan-
ning to offer. So a competitor analysis
is an absolute necessity, in terms of the
products/services offered, USPs, web-
site layout, quality of information to cus-
tomers, delivery times, packaging, cus-
tomer care, complaint handling and so
on. Addressing any drawbacks your
competitor has will make you popular
and increase your consumer base.

Start-up funding and investments
are an important requirement for any
business. It would be prudent to com-
bine some of the financing options avail-
able like your personal savings, loan
from family and friends, bank loans,
Government grants, angel investing
and venture capital. Projecting your
income and expense is not one of the
easiest tasks. We project our income and
expenses based on assumptions which
tend to change. Be ready to adapt to
changing income and expense figures.
Once you have developed a careful plan,
you are ready to execute it by establish-
ing the online avatar. 

To create a successful website, you
should be clear about what you want.
Make a list of all your requirements.
How many pages do you need? How

many products or services do you
want to list? Do you want a website that
changes frequently? What is the type of
user interface needed? Discuss these
aspects with your carefully-chosen
website developer, who is your partner
in one of the most important aspects of
online business. You could consider pre-
vious experience, technical knowledge,
client portfolio, references from clients,
commitment and workload as some of
the attributes of choosing a good web
development partner.  If you are plan-
ning to capture customer data or receive
payments online, you should take
responsibility and accountability to
protect the information of your cus-
tomers by pursuing necessary and vital
checks and balances. 

Once this is done, shop around to
have the best payment gateway for your
business. Managing content is one of the
crucial aspects of online business.
Writing quality content takes longer
than it sounds and would make the first
impression on your customers. The
ordering process and experience for the
customers has to be hassle-free, so make
sure that the order pipeline is easy to
navigate and customers do not leave
your website without spending. What
use is creating a wonderful website,
planning and launching the products or
services, if it is not monetised? 

Apart from the primary source of
revenue, secondary sources like adver-
tising become important as you can take
advantage of the traffic you receive on
your website. Running a successful
online venture requires strong backend
operations and a robust supply chain
mechanism. A reliable supplier network
is one of the most important areas that
any business should develop. Choosing
a good supplier and managing good
relations with them are the key to a suc-
cessful online business. 

The next step is to make cus-
tomers aware of your online business.
Search Engine Optimisation is one of
the ways with which you can achieve
this. The key is to make your website
visible to any Search Engine by adding
unique content that would be picked up
by the bots. For example, Google uses
a software called Googlebot to examine
the internet for useful content on web-
sites and accordingly ranks them based
on that. Good quality content is very
attractive to any Search Engine which
can hope to satisfy the query of cus-
tomers. Connecting with your cus-
tomers through various ways like
forums, social media platforms, emails,
surveys or through telephone will help
build your reputation. Also, be sure to
deliver on the claims and promises you
make on the website to gain their con-
fidence. Try and go over and above cus-
tomer expectation and aim for customer
delight. Remember under-promise and
over-deliver.

So the big question is whether this
is the right time to launch your online
venture? Marred with the uncertainties
unleashed upon the world by the pan-
demic, setting up a business, particular-
ly an online venture, can be very dis-
heartening. 

However, one should know that set-
ting up a business in a depressed econ-
omy has its benefits. You can negotiate
good terms with your vendors; hire
knowledgeable staff of other companies
who have been laid off, buy some com-
panies at lower valuations and get your
business off the ground. Identify the sil-
ver lining in the dark cloud, set up a
strong online presence, back it up with
a robust operational plan, deliver what
you promised, listen to your customers
and run a successful online business. 

(The writer is Associate Professor,
Amity)
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All sorts of things are being said
about the happenings in
Ladakh. Prime Minister

Narendra Modi initially said there was
no incursion into Indian territory but
later modified his statement when con-
fronted with undeniable facts about the
Galwan Valley. So what is the truth?
The truth is that satellite images have
shown that undoubtedly Chinese
troops have intruded into Galwan
Valley, Pangong Tso, Hot Springs,
Demchok and Fingers four to eight,
which were not earlier in their control. 

As Lieutenant-General Panag,
former General Officer Commanding-

in-Chief, Northern Command and
noted defence analyst pointed out, the
Chinese have captured at least 40
square kilometre of Indian territory.
Why? To understand this, one must go
a little deeper and understand that pol-
itics is concentrated economics. So to
understand politics one must see the
economics behind it.

China may have been socialist at
one time but today it is undoubtedly
capitalist and imperialist. In fact, it is
expanding imperialism and, therefore,
more dangerous and aggressive than
defensive imperialism (just as in the
1930s, Hitler’s expanding imperialism
was more dangerous than British or
French defensive imperialism). 

China has built up a massive
industrial base and with its huge $3.2
trillion foreign exchange reserve, it is
hungrily looking for markets and raw
materials and avenues for profitable
investment, like an imperialist power.
Mountainous areas like Tibet and
Ladakh, appear barren, like Siberia, but

like Siberia they are full of valuable
minerals and other natural wealth.
This is the reason  China has captured
Tibet and also parts of Ladakh. Using
salami tactics, it has recently occupied
Galwan Valley, Pangong Tso, Hot
Springs, Demchok and other parts of
Ladakh (having already occupied
Aksai Chin in the 1960s). These areas
have valuable minerals, needed by
China’s growing industry and this is the
real explanation behind the recent
events. As stated above, politics is con-
centrated economics. There are certain
iron laws of economics, which oper-
ate independent of any individual’s will.
For example, why did the British
conquer India? It was not for a picnic
or for enjoyment. In fact, the British
were miserable in the hot weather here.
They conquered India because, after
their industries had grown to a certain
level, they needed overseas markets,
raw materials and cheap labour.
Similarly, what was the cause of the
World War-I? It was for redivision of

the world’s colonies. Since Britain
and France had done their industrial-
isation earlier, they had grabbed most
of the backward countries and made
them their colonies, i.e. markets and
sources of cheap raw materials and
cheap labour. German industrialisation
began later but soon caught up with
the British and French, and then they,
too, demanded more colonies. But the
British and the French were unwilling
to part with theirs and this resulted in
the war. Why did Japan invade China
and other countries ? To get raw mate-
rials and markets for its growing
industry. Similarly, after the Chinese
built up a massive industrial base, they
needed markets and raw materials and
this has made them imperialist. They
have entered Asia, Africa, South
America and even the developed
countries.

But at present the Chinese are
largely proceeding cautiously. They use
largely economic measures, not mili-
tary. However, they do sometimes use

military measures, too, for coercion
and they have built up a massive mil-
itary. At present, they use salami tac-
tics, advancing step by step. 

This explains what happened
recently in Ladakh in the Galwan
Valley and other places they have occu-
pied. In future, too, they will keep nib-
bling away parts of Ladakh and other
Indian territory, obviously with an eye
on the raw materials there (as they have
done in the South China Sea).

It is reported that on June 22 talks
took place between a Lieutenant-
General of the Indian Army and a
Major-General of the Chinese army, in
which the former demanded a time-
line for withdrawal of troops to two
kms from the Line of Actual Control
(LAC ) as it existed before the Chinese
intrusion. The problem is where is the
LAC? Whenever in the past the
Chinese were asked by the Indian side
to delineate the LAC on a map, they
refused to do so, obviously because if
they did so, their designs for future

intrusion into Indian territory would
be hampered. In view of what has been
said above, it is highly unlikely that the
Chinese will comply with the request
of our Lieutenant-General. It is high
time now that our leaders realise this
and join hands with other countries
like the US and form a united front
against Chinese expansionist imperi-
alism, just like the united front formed
by Russia, the US, Britain and other
countries against Hitler. That is the
only way to prevent Chinese domina-
tion over us and other parts of the
world.

It should be understood that
China is much more economically
developed than India (some people say
it is five times so) and military strength
comes from economic strength.
China’s military is, therefore, undoubt-
edly superior to ours (we can’t even
make our heavy weapons like artillery,
tanks, aircraft and so on while the
Chinese have developed the technol-
ogy for it). So we will not be able to

face the Chinese alone and need to join
hands with the other major powers of
the world. The US is already moving
its forces away from Europe and into
South Asia in an attempt to counter
Chinese aggression. We should take
advantage of this. Some say that the
problem can be solved by diplomacy.
This was the view of the then British
Prime Minister Neville Chamberlain,
who thought that negotiating with
Hitler at the Munich Conference in
1938 would avert war, not realising that
appeasement only whets the appetite
of the aggressor. So diplomacy will be
useless.

Our Government should do two
things immediately. It must expel all
Chinese companies operating in India
and ban sale of Chinese products in the
country. It must form a united front
with world powers and boldly confront
Chinese imperialism. This alone can
thwart Chinese aggression.

(The writer is a former judge of the
Supreme Court of India.)
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Stockholm: Sweden’s chief epi-
demiologist Anders Tegnell has
lashed out at the World Health
Organization, calling it “a total
mistake” to put his nation on a
list of countries where “accel-
erated transmission” could
overwhelm health systems.

Tegnell told Swedish radio
on Friday: “This is unfortu-
nately a total misjudgment of
the Swedish data.” A report by
the WHO’s Europe office on
Thursday named 11 countries,
including Sweden, Armenia,
Albania, Kazakhstan and
Ukraine.

Sweden has seen a steep
rise in the number of COVID19
cases but this has been attrib-
uted to an increase in testing.

Tegnell said: “We can point
at all other parameters we mea-
sure, i.E. How many serious
cases we have, they are decreas-
ing. The number of admissions
into intensive care is at a very
low level and even deaths are
starting to decline.”  AP

Washington: President Donald
Trump is preparing to direct
the federal government to over-
haul its hiring to prioritise a job
applicant’s skills over a college
degree, administration and
industry officials say.

Trump is set to sign an
executive order Friday outlin-
ing a new direction for the
nation’s largest employer dur-
ing a meeting of the board that
advises the administration on
worker policy.

Ivanka Trump, the presi-
dent’s daughter and adviser, is
co-chair of the American
Workforce Policy Advisory
Board and has worked on
improving job training to meet
employers’ changing needs.

The federal government is
the nation’s largest employer
with 2.1 million civilian work-
ers, excluding postal service
employees. AP

London: The United Nations’
former human rights chief and
eight former UN special
envoys urged the body’s sec-
retary-general Thursday to
appoint a special envoy on
Hong Kong, saying they are
deeply concerned about a
potential “humanitarian
tragedy” as Beijing prepares to
impose draconian national
security laws on the city.

Zeid Raad Al-Hussein,
who was the UN High
Commissioner for Human
Rights during 2014-2018, and
the eight former special rap-
porteurs called for the unusu-

al procedure because of the
“severity of the deterioration,
the impending grave threats
under the new security law,
(and) the symbolism that a
human rights crisis in what
had been one of Asia’s freest
cities entails.”

A law that could be enact-
ed as soon as next week would
criminalise secession, subver-
sion of state power, terrorist
activities and colluding with
foreign forces to endanger
national security.

The central government in
Beijing also would set up a
national security office in

Hong Kong to collect and
analyse intelligence and deal
with criminal cases related to
national security.

The plans have not been
officially published, and details
were only gleaned from a state
media report.

The measures have been
widely seen as the most sig-
nificant erosion to date of
Hong Kong’s British-style rule
of law and high degree of
autonomy promised under the
“one country, two systems”
principle since Britain returned
the former colony to China in
1997. AP

Colombo: The UN Human
Rights Council has called for an
investigation on former LTTE
deputy leader Karuna Amman
over the “wholesale recruit-
ment” of child soldiers for the
Tamil separatist group.

The UN body’s demand
came as Karuna was being
probed over his recent claims
glorifying the killing of Sri
Lankan soldiers during the bru-
tal civil war.

Karuna alias
Vinatagamurthi Muralitharan
was on Thursday questioned for
over seven hours by the
Criminal Investigations
Department (CID) over his
remarks that he killed over
2,000 Sri Lankan soldiers in the
island’s north during the LTTE’s
separatist war which lasted for
over three decades. PTI 

Cairo: Millions of children
could be pushed to the brink of
starvation as the coronavirus
pandemic sweeps across war-
torn Yemen amid a “huge”
drop in humanitarian aid fund-
ing, the UN children’s agency
warned Friday.

The stark prediction comes
in a new UNICEF report,
“Yemen five years on: Children,
conflict and COVID-19.” It
said the number of malnour-
ished Yemeni children could
reach 2.4 million by the end of
the year, a 20 per cent increase
in the current figure.

“As Yemen’s devastated
health system and infrastruc-
ture struggle to cope with coro-
navirus, the already dire situ-
ation for children is likely to
deteriorate considerably,”
warned UNICEF.

Yemen’s poor health care
infrastructure is unprepared
to battle the coronavirus pan-

demic after five years of war
between a Saudi-led military
coalition and the Iran-backed
Houthi rebels. The war, which
has mostly stalemated, has also
triggered the world’s worst
humanitarian crisis.

The conflict erupted in
2015, when the Saudi-led coali-
tion stepped in on behalf of the
internationally recognised gov-
ernment, which the Houthis
had forced into exile when
they overran the capital, Sanaa,
and much of the north the pre-
vious year. The situation in
Yemen is only expected to get
worse as donor countries
recently cut back on aid. 

Yemen has officially record-
ed more than 1,000 cases of
COVID-19, the illness caused
by the coronavirus, including
275 deaths. However, the actu-
al tally is believed to be much
higher as testing capabilities are
severely limited. AP

Washington: The number of
confirmed new coronavirus
cases per day in the US hit an
all-time high of 40,000 Friday —
eclipsing the mark set during
one of the deadliest stretches in
late April — in a resurgence that
has led some governors to back-
track or at least pause the
reopening of their states.

While the increase is
believed to reflect, in part,
greatly expanded testing,
experts say there is ample evi-
dence the virus is making a
comeback, including rising
deaths and hospitalisations in
parts of the country, especially
in the South and West.  Arizona,
Texas and Florida are among the
states that have been hit hard.

The number of confirmed
infections soared past the pre-
vious high set on April 24 of
36,400, according to the count
kept by Johns Hopkins
University.

Deaths from the coron-
avirus in the US are down to
around 600 per day, compared

with about 2,200 in mid-April.
Some experts have

expressed doubt that deaths
will return to that level, in part
because of advances in treat-
ment and prevention but also
because a large share of the new
infections are in younger adults,
who are more likely than older
ones to survive.

The virus is blamed for
124,000 deaths in the U.S. And
2.4 million confirmed infections
nationwide, by Johns Hopkins’
count.

But US health officials said

the true number of Americans
infected is about 20 million, or
almost 10 times higher.
Worldwide, the virus has
claimed close to a half-million
lives, according to Johns
Hopkins.

Elsewhere around the
world, China moved closer to
containing a fresh outbreak in
Beijing.

Another record daily
increase in India pushed the
caseload in the world’s second
most populous nation toward
half a million. AP

Seoul: South Korea police on
Friday raided the office of an
activist whose anti-Pyongyang
leafleting campaign has inten-
sified tensions with North
Korea.

Police said officers visited
the Seoul office of Park Sang-
hak to confiscate leaflets,
account books and other 
related materials. The 
Seoul Metropolitan Police
Agency said that Park will be
summoned soon for an inves-
tigation.

Park, a North Korean
refugee who has launched bal-
loons carrying propaganda

leaflets toward North Korea for
years, has been at the center of
international media spotlight
after North Korea abruptly
used his campaign as a justifi-
cation for a series of provoca-
tive steps against South Korea.
Among them was blowing up
an empty liaison office built by
South Korea on the North’s ter-
ritory.

South Korean officials later
demanded police investigate
Park for allegedly raising ani-
mosities on the Korean
Peninsula and potentially
endangering residents living
near the border.  AP

Minneapolis: The
Minneapolis City Council
votes on Friday on a proposal
to change the city charter to
allow elimination of the city’s
police department, a radical
move supported by a majori-
ty of the council after George
Floyd’s death but far from
assured.

The vote is one step in a
process that faces significant
bureaucratic obstacles to make
the November ballot, where
the city’s voters would have the
final say. 

And it comes amid a spate
of recent shootings in
Minnesota’s largest city that
have heightened many citi-
zens’ concerns about talk of
dismantling the department.

The Minneapolis force has
come under heavy pressure
since Floyd, a Black man in
handcuffs, died May 25 after a
police officer pressed his knee
on Floyd’s neck for nearly
eight minutes. 

Activists had long accused
the department of being unable
to change a racist and brutal
culture, and earlier this month,
a majority of the council pro-
claimed support for disman-
tling the department.

Doing so would first
require amending the city
charter. Draft language of the
amendment posted online
would replace the department
with a Department of
Community Safety and

Violence Prevention, “which
will have responsibility for
public safety services priori-
tizing a holistic, public health-
oriented approach.”

The amendment goes on
to say the director of the new
agency would have “non-law-
enforcement experience in
community safety services,
including but not limited to
public health and/or restorative
justice approaches.” 

It also provides for a divi-
sion of licensed peace officers,
who would answer to the
department’s director.

Council members who
support the change are looking
to seize on a groundswell of
support for significant policing
changes following Floyd’s
death. If they don’t get the
charter change on the
November ballot, their next
chance won’t come until
November 2021, they say.

“It is time to make struc-
tural change,” Council Member
Steve Fletcher said. “It is time
to start from scratch and rein-
vent what public safety looks
like.” 

The proposed amendment
is expected to be approved
Friday, but that’s just a first
step. It goes then to a policy
committee and to the city’s
Charter Commission for for-
mal review. 

The commission’s recom-
mendation doesn’t bind the
council, but it takes time. AP

Washington: As coronavirus
cases rise in more than half of
the states, the Trump adminis-
tration is urging the Supreme
Court to overturn the
Affordable Care Act.

The administration’s high
court filing at 10:30 pm
Thursday came the same day
the government reported that
close to half a million people
who lost their health insurance
amid the economic shutdown
to slow the spread of COVID-
19 have gotten coverage
through HealthCare.Gov.

The administration’s legal
brief makes no mention of the
virus.

More than 20 million
Americans could lose their
health coverage and protections
for people with preexisting
health conditions also would be

put at risk if the court agrees
with the administration.
Nothing will happen immedi-
ately. The case won’t be heard
before the fall.

House Speaker Nancy
Pelosi blasted the administra-
tion’s latest move in a partisan
battle over “Obamacare” that
has stretched on for a full
decade since the law’s passage
in 2010. 

Pelosi is planning a floor
vote early next week on her
own bill to expand the ACA,
sweetening its health insurance
subsidies so more people will
be covered.

“There is no legal justifi-
cation and no moral excuse for
the Trump administration’s
disastrous efforts to take away
Americans’ health care,” she
said in a statement. AP
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London: Three people are
feared dead in a stabbing inci-
dent in a hotel in the Scottish
city of Glasgow on Friday and
a male suspect has been shot by
armed police.

According to an early state-
ment from Police Scotland, a
police officer injured in the
incident has been rushed to
hospital and the situation has
now been brought under con-
trol as no further suspects are
sought.

“I would like to reassure
the public that this is a con-
tained incident and that the
wider public is not at risk.
Armed police officers attend-
ed the incident and I can con-
firm that a male suspect was
shot by an armed officer,” said
Assistant Chief Constable Steve

Johnson of Police Scotland.
“I would like to reassure

the public that at this time we
are not looking for anyone
else in relation to this incident.
I can also confirm that a police
officer was injured while deal-
ing with the incident and that
officer is receiving treatment in
hospital,” he said.

According to yet to be
confirmed reports, three peo-
ple died following a stabbing on
a stairwell inside the Park Inn
hotel in what is usually a busy
shopping district in the heart of
Glasgow. 

However, due to the coro-
navirus lockdown, the hotel is
not believed to be functioning
in its usual capacity and was
possibly being used as some
sort of a shelter. PTI
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Alexandria (US): A Lebanese
American businessman who
was a key witness in special
counsel Robert Mueller’s report
and who helped broker the
release of American hostages is
slated to receive at least a 10-
year prison sentence on child
sex charges.

George Nader was charged
last June and pleaded guilty in
January to bringing a 14-year-
old boy from the Czech

Republic to the US 20 years ago
to engage in sexual activity. He
also acknowledged possessing
child pornography.

Nader’s name appears more
than 100 times in the Mueller
report. It details Nader’s efforts
to serve as liaison between a
Russian banker with ties to
Russian President Vladimir
Putin and members of President
Donald Trump’s transition team.
The convictions carry a 10-year
mandatory minimum.
Prosecutors in federal court in
Alexandria are not seeking a
longer sentence than that at
Friday’s sentencing hearing, but

the judge could still impose one.
In the 1990s, Nader served

as a broker to facilitate the
release of American hostages
held in the Middle East.

Nader also served as an
adviser to the United Arab
Emirates, a close Saudi ally, and
in 2017 wired $2.5 million to a
top Trump fundraiser, Elliott
Broidy, through a company in
Canada, The Associated Press
reported in 2018.

The goal was to persuade
the US to take a hard line
against Qatar, a longtime
American ally but now an
adversary of the UAE. AP
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Yangon: More than $839 million
worth of seized illegal drugs
were destroyed in Myanmar on
Friday to mark the annual
International Day Against Drug
Abuse and Illicit Trafficking,
officials said.

The country has long been
a major source of illegal drugs
for East and Southeast Asia,
despite repeated efforts to crack
down. In Myanmar’s biggest
city, Yangon. A massive pile of
drugs worth an estimated $144
million went up in a spectacu-
lar blaze. It included opium,
heroin, methamphetamine,
marijuana, ketamine and the
stimulant known as ice, or crys-
tal meth. The blaze burned so
fiercely it threatened to set fire
to an awning set up for the occa-
sion that firefighters hurriedly
doused with water hoses. AP
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The US has identified and
listed 20 Chinese compa-

nies, including Huawei
Technologies, which are con-
trolled by the military regime
in Beijing.The listed companies
are now prone to potential
sanctions as part of the Donald
Trump administration’s efforts
to prevent China from secur-
ing US investment and access
to certain technologies.

Media reports said that
the Pentagon issued a list of
“Communist Chinese military
companies operating in the
US” and it includes “entities
owned by, controlled by, or
affiliated with China’s govern-
ment, military, or defence
industry.”The companies on
the list include Aviation
Industry Corporation of China,
China Aerospace Science and
Technology Corporation,
China Aerospace Science and
Industry Corporation, China
Electronics Technology Group
Corporation, China South
Industries Group Corporation,
China Shipbuilding Industry
Corporation, China State
Shipbuilding Corporation,
China North Industries Group

Corporation, Hangzhou
Hivision Digital Technology
Co, Huawei, Inspur Group,
Aero Engine Corporation of
China, China Railway
Construction Corporation,
CRRC Corp, Panda Electronics
Group, Dawning Information
Industry Co, China Mobile
Communications Group,
China General Nuclear Power
Corp, China National Nuclear
Corp and China
Telecommunications Corp.

Quoting Pentagon
spokesman Jonathan Hoffman,
reports said, “As the People’s
Republic of China attempts to
blur the lines between civil
and military sectors, ‘knowing
your supplier’ is critical. We
envision this list will be a use-
ful tool for the US Govt, com-
panies, investors, academic
institutions, and like-minded
partners to conduct due dili-
gence with regard to partner-
ships with these entities, par-
ticularly as the list grows.”The
Financial Times said that the
Congress required the Pentagon
to produce the list in 1999, but
officials never followed through
on the request. The effort
gained momentum as lawmak-
ers responded to rising tensions
with Beijing, the FT reported.
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Equity market benchmarks
regained footing on Friday

after two sessions of declines as
IT, bank and energy stocks
darted up amid firm global
cues. 

After a positive opening,
the BSE Sensex overcame bouts
of volatility to close 329.17
points, or 0.94 per cent, high-
er at 35,171.27. 

Similarly, the broader NSE
Nifty surged 94.10 points, or
0.90 per cent, to finish at
10,383. 

During the week, the
Sensex advanced 439.54 points
or 1.26 per cent, while Nifty
gained 138.60 points or 1.35
per cent. 

IT and bank stocks
emerged on top in Friday’s ses-
sion. Infosys was the biggest
gainer in the Sensex pack, ral-
lying 6.94 per cent, followed by
TCS, IndusInd Bank, ONGC,
HDFC Bank and HCL Tech.

On the other hand, ITC,
Bajaj Finance, Kotak Bank and
Sun Pharma shed up to 3.54
per cent.

According to traders,
broad-based buying on the
first day of the new monthly
derivatives series and positive
cues from global equity mar-
kets lifted the benchmarks.
After an unbroken rise in the
last two weeks, the markets
turned a bit volatile this week,
said Joseph Thomas, Head of
Research - Emkay Wealth
Management.

“This was mainly influ-
enced by factors like the phe-
nomenal rise in the coronavirus
cases in the US and India, the
military stand-off between
India and China at the border,

and also with the ongoing spat
between China and the US on
many issues including trade
and the source of the pan-
demic,” he said.

The domestic bourses, for
the most part of the week,
reflected the broad trends in
other global markets, he
added. 

Sector-wise, BSE IT, teck,
oil and gas, energy, utilities and
capital goods indices rallied up
to 5.06 per cent on Friday,
while FMCG, realty and
healthcare ended in the red. 

Broader BSE mid-cap and
small-cap indices rose up to
0.27 per cent.
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S&P Global Ratings on Friday
said Indian economy is in

deep trouble with growth
expected to contract by 5 per
cent this fiscal.

“India’s economy is in
deep trouble. Difficulties in
containing the virus, an anemic
policy response, and underly-
ing vulnerabilities, especially
across the financial sector, are
leading us to expect growth to
fall by 5 per cent this fiscal year
before rebounding in 2021,”
S&P said in a report.

In its report titled ‘Asia-
Pacific losses near $ 3 trillion
as balance sheet recession
looms’, S&P projected the
region’s economy to shrink by
1.3 per cent in 2020, but grow
by 6.9 per cent in 2021.

This implies a loss nearing
USD 3 trillion output over
these two years.

“Asia-Pacific has shown
some success in containing
COVID-19 and, by and large,
responded with effective
macroeconomic policies,” said
Shaun Roache, chief economist
for Asia-Pacific at S&P Global

Ratings.
“This can help cushion the

blow and provide a bridge to
the recovery. The recovery
looks set to be weighed down
by indebted balance sheets,
however.”

One risk now looming
larger is yet another “balance
sheet recession” in which at
least one important sector of
the economy - the
Government, firms, or house-
holds - tries to bolster its weak
financial position by saving
more, paying down debt, and
spending less, S&P said.

Bengaluru: YES Bank
announced on Friday The
launch of a full service digital
savings account eliminating
the need for a branch visit,
physical documentation or any
in-person interaction.The
account comes with a virtual
debit card, unlocking over 100
features on mobile through
YES Mobile and web including
transactions, transfers and
online shopping, it said in a
statement. PTI
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India Cellular and Electronics
Association (ICEA) has

asked its members to report to
police any “unlawful protests”
or acts of vandalism taking
place at their factories, retail
stores and offices amid anti-
China sentiments.

The industry body’s com-
munication comes against the
backdrop of incidents of
unlawful protests and vandal-
ism at facilities of some of its
members. 

Manufacturers, brand
owners, technology providers,
VAS application and solution
providers, distributors and
retail chains of mobile handsets
and electronics devices are
part of ICEA. Some of the
prominent names include
Apple, Foxconn, Lava, and
Chinese entities such as
Xiaomi, Vivo, Oppo and
Huawei.
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India’s foreign exchange
reserves retreated from a life-

time high to touch $505.566 bil-
lion in the week ended June 19,
down by $2.078 billion from the
previous week, according to
the RBI data.

The forex reserves declined
for the first time since April 24
when the assets dropped by
$113 million to $479.455 billion.
Between April 24 and June 12,
forex reserves had grown by
$28.189 billion. In the week
ended June 12, the reserves
had increased by USD 5.942 bil-
lion to touch a record high of
$507.644 billion. The reserves
had crossed the half-a-trillion
mark for the first time in the
week ended June 5 after surging
by a massive $8.223 billion and
reached $501.703 billion.  
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New Delhi: Amid the ongoing
border tensions with China,
industry chamber Ficci on
Friday asked its members to
look for alternate sources of
supplies and not remain
dependent on a single nation. 

“We have been standing
shoulder to shoulder with the
Government in dealing with
the situation and have been
sharing with you our inputs
and responses to the
Government. 

“Ficci and its members
have been supporting all the
steps taken by the Government
in handling the standoff at
Galwan valley, and will con-
tinue to support,” Ficci
President Sangita Reddy said in
a letter to members on the
India-China standoff and the
industry’s action plan. 

Reddy said “while mea-
sures have been taken at the
government level, it is equally
important that industry also
takes some actions to strength-
en the government’s hand in
putting ‘India first’.” 

She added the industry
needs to focus on the five-point
‘PEACE’ action plan —
Productivity, Efficiency,
Alternates, Competitiveness
and Exports. PTI
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Actor Anushka Sharma was a rank
outsider when she debuted in

Aditya Chopra’s Rab Ne Bana Di Jodi
with Shah Rukh Khan. Now a superstar
and a thought leader, she is considered
a trailblazer who has carved her destiny
with her talent, passion and hard work.
The actress-turned-producer at a young
age of 25 and her production decisions
speak loudly of her inclination to give
brilliant fellow outsiders a chance to
shine in Bollywood.

Anushka says, “I have had a very
interesting journey in Bollywood and I
have tried to apply these important
learnings from my experiences for my
production company with Karnesh.

Right from my debut film, I worked
really hard so that I could get a chance
to collaborate with some of the best
filmmakers of our country. My desire
was to always try and work with the best
writers and directors.”

She adds, “So when I became a pro-
ducer, I was clear that I will back gen-
uinely talented people who give their
everything to make a mark with their
pure, raw talent and are looking for a
foot into the business of films. Clean
Slate Filmz has since then always been
home to some really brilliant talents and
we have passionately tried to show their
raw, unfiltered voice to the world.”

Her brother, Karnesh Sharma says,

“When we started our production com-
pany, we consciously wanted to work
with a lot of fresh talent and we have
continuously done so with actors,
directors and technicians. The energy
and fresh ideas that new talent bring to
the project is invigorating and we
intend to keep doing the same. We are
also very passionate about chasing
stories that are off the beaten track and
keep searching for such ideas that push
the envelope.”

Anushka’s first production NH10
saw her collaborate with outsiders like
director Navdeep Singh, actors Neil
Bhoopalam, Darshan Kumaar and
writer (screenplay) Sudip Sharma, who

went on to create this year’s one of the
best Indian digital shows Paatal Lok for
her. In Phillauri, Anushka backed
director Anshai Lal, launched actor
Mehreen Pirzada and also helmed the
debut of talented music composer
Shashwat Sachdev, who has won a
national award now.

In Pari, her third venture, Anushka
backed director Prosit Roy. In Paatal
Lok, she backed director Avinash Arun
and cast powerful actors like Jaideep
Ahlawat, Neeraj Kabi, Abhishek
Banerjee, Niharika Lyra Dutt, etc. In
Bulbbul, she launched director Anvita
Dutt, the writer of Phillauri, backed
actors like Tripti Dimri, Avinash Tiwary
and cinematographer Siddharth Diwan.

“We always wanted to show strong,
independent women to audiences
through cinema and Bulbbul is our new
offering in this regard. Portrayal of
women in our cinema has always been
skewed and lopsided. I felt that as an
actress and I decided that I will correct
this as much as I can through my pro-
ductions,” says she.

The actor is thrilled that Bulbbul is
getting great reviews! She says, “We are
really proud that it is being loved by
audience. The fact that people have
called each and every attempt of ours
as daring and adventurous is validation
enough for us because we have really
tried to give something new to people
with each attempt.”

She adds, “Along with all the suc-
cesses that our projects have witnessed
which we are very proud of, for us what
matters most is that we have tried to
discover fresh talent from across the
country. We will continue with this
endeavour because we feel the more we
have varied voices in the industry, the
more fresher it will become in ideas and
attitude. We will produce more clutter
breaking content and artists which is
definitely necessary.”

While the nation is grap-
pling with the pandemic,
it is difficult to imagine

what new parents might be going
through. The thought of bringing
a child into the world is now not
only filled with happiness but
phases of fear, anxiety and protec-
tive angst. Particularly when the
threat perception of other diseases
over the newborn looms large,
like Congenital Heart Disease
(CHD). It’s common among infants
and is caused by a structural defect
in the heart.

Keeping in mind the urgent
need to treat children suffering
from CHD, Heart To Heart
Foundation (H2H), a non-profit
organisation, is providing free
pediatric cardiac surgeries across
the world even in the middle of the
pandemic. In India, it has part-
nered with the Sri Sathya Sai
Sanjeevani Centre for Child Heart
Care and Research. One of the
recent cases is about Ayush Kumar,
son of Pawan Kumar Giri, who is
a labourer from Bihar. He and wife
Punita had their first and only
child, Ayush, in 2015. While they
were still celebrating the happiness
of a newborn child in their lives,
they got to know that their little one
was suffering from Congenital
Heart Disease. Given that the infor-
mation on the subject is so less,
Pawan and Punita were thrown out
of their family home due to the
child’s severe condition and had to
struggle finding an affordable treat-
ment solution. In March, they
were informed about the treatment.
After formal check-up, the child
was admitted for immediate
surgery. However, uncertainty
struck again as the lockdown was
announced. They patiently waited
for over six weeks and as soon as
the hospital resumed surgical ser-
vices, Ayush was taken up for
surgery on the first day. He went
through an Intra Cardiac Repair for
Tetralogy of Fallot. While Ayush
was still in the post-operative ward,
Pawan and Punita received a call
from their parents apologising pro-
fusely for what they did and asking
them to come back home.
Certainly, life has a way of testing
a person’s will. We talk to Dr
Subramanian Chellappan, the man
who gave hope to little Ayush.

Excerpts:
�How did you manage to fight
against all odds?

The COVID-19 pandemic and
the lockdown have impacted all
sections of society, particularly
people with other morbidities.
Children with Congenital Heart
Disease (CHD) are one such vul-

nerable category. In India over 2.4
lakh children are born with CHD,
which is one of the largest causes
of infant mortality in the country,
largely because this specialised
treatment is inaccessible and unaf-
fordable for most of the population.
The magnitude of this problem,
both in terms of affordability and
shortage of hospitals addressing
CHD, inspired me to conduct
surgeries at minimal cost. Over the
last seven years, we have established
a scalable and sustainable unique
model of providing world class
pediatric cardiac care transcending
economic barriers. To address this
problem holistically, we introduced
child health screening and ante
natal care for pregnant women in
rural areas. We also established a
dedicated research centre for CHD
with a vision to reduce incidence
and better treatment outcomes.

�We read the story of Ayush
Kumar. Do such kids have the

capacity to endure such diseases?
How was your experience of heal-
ing him?

Congenital Heart Diseases are
majorly life-threatening and inca-
pacitating. Fortunately, most of
them are amenable to cure. To
begin with, these children limit
their activities and exertional lim-
its to a great extent but with time
they gather strength. Interventions
in the form of surgical treatments
early in their life not only cure them
but also put them at par with their
peers in terms of a healthy liveli-
hood in future. Majority of these
children after surgical intervention
have a normal or near normal life
expectancy free of disability.

Children are priceless for their
parents, families and society, no
matter how old or moribund they
are. Unlike other specialities, suc-
cessful congenital heart surgeries
are an outcome of good team work
involving a lot of specialists — right
from the operating surgeon to an

intensive care nurse, who play a
vital role in sending a child back
home hale and hearty. Sometimes,
these surgeries can be complex but
the result is a corrected pathology,
which enables an infant or a new-
born to go through a normal
healthy life. The speciality demands
a great deal of patience, expertise,
commitment and passion towards
children.

Just as we clinicians strive to
enable these kids to recover follow-
ing surgery, they respond to treat-
ment in a more predictable man-
ner unlike adults whose reserves
may be impaired to begin with.
Children just spring back to life.
The complexity of a heart disease,
the sick state of the child and the
sight of a parent carrying the kid
to the operating theatres with a fear
of uncertainty may put tremendous
pressure on us but what is more
gratifying is a sense of fulfillment
and satisfaction when the child gets
discharged. The fact that we could

play a small role in giving a new
lease of life and healthy livelihood
to a child serves as the impetus for
us to keep going.

�Treating a heart disease amid
the current chaotic situation,
when all the other major illness-
es have been out of focus, comes
with its own roadblocks and con-
cerns...

COVID-19 has severely
stretched and strained India’s
healthcare system as well as health-
care workers.  According to
CovidSurg Collaborative, a research
network of surgeons and anaes-
thetists in 120 countries, including
India, it is estimated that over five
lakh non-emergency surgeries
could have been delayed across the
country during the lockdown peri-
od. We have a waiting list of over
5,000 children out of which most
of them need urgent intervention.
Doctors and management here
took this bold step of resuming out-

patient and surgical interventions
given the need of addressing these
children to avoid mortality.

�You had to mobilise your pedi-
atric cardiac surgical services.
How challenging was it to do so?

The biggest challenge we con-
tinue to face is the uncertainty in
terms of rising COVID cases and
changing government protocols.
The operational challenges, which
we have to face every day, are:
� Despite various travel risks, sev-
eral parents from all over the coun-
try arrive for treatment. Given 90
per cent of the COVID cases are
asymptomatic, the challenge is to
have protocols in place to protect
both the staff and patient families
from the virus and yet ensure seam-
less patient care.
� Testing children for COVID
before surgery has become essential.
With increasing cases of the
Coronavirus, testing in itself has
become a challenge.
� The lockdown has affected sup-
ply of consumables, medicines and
servicing of equipment which ham-
pers our work.
� Another important challenge is
staff being exposed to COVID
infection within and outside hospi-
tal premises, which can put the
whole system at risk and hamper
operations.

Against heavy odds, we still
chose to embark on this journey.

�What kept you going during the
process?

The crisis led us to think inno-
vatively in terms of developing new
strategies in addressing patient care.
During the lockdown period, we
introduced pediatric cardiac tele-
consultation and also proactively
reached out to the patients through
video calls by our cardiologists. Our
teams developed in-house PPEs,
masks and other protective gear as
the supply was short. New infection
control protocols were developed,
right from outpatient department to
post-operative care, in line with the
national guidelines.

�What is the extent of CHD cases
in our country?

Despite these many children
being treated, we stil l  have
addressed only the tip of the ice-
berg. For us, each child operated
upon is special. It is a moment of
truth when a mother hands over the
child to the surgical team for an
open heart surgery. It is here that
the miracle of life happens. A new
life and a new purposeful beginning
is made. Life-threatening prob-
lems have transformed into life-
making opportunities.
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�What attracted you to the show
Lincoln Rhyme: Hunt for the Bone
Collector, and to the role of Amelia?

I’m a huge fan of The Bone Collector
and I was aware of the book series by
Jeffery Deaver. So when I got the script,
I couldn’t believe they’re making this. It
was a page-turner and I just felt so con-
nected to Amelia. It felt like I got her vul-
nerability, brokenness, fierce survival
skills, just how complex her everyday life
was, and her everyday struggles. I loved
her and wanted to bring her to life.

�Do you share any of her detective
skills?

I really don’t know. I love the psycho-
logical challenge, I like figuring things out
and feeling like I’m outsmarting some-
body else. But as far as investigating crime
scenes, with actual dead bodies being
murdered in grotesque ways is con-
cerned, that’s not for me. I’ve worked with
various cops and detectives while train-
ing for this show, and I have so much
respect for them. Seeing how they spend
their time, watch the crime scene footage
every day, day in and day out, and then
go home to their families and act like it’s
not happening. It’s a brave thing that they
do as they have to hold a lot inside. There’s
a lot of things they can’t share with their
loved ones and how do you navigate that
world? That’s a lot to handle. 

�What was the most useful aspect of
spending time with them?

Seeing the female sergeants boss the
male detectives around, just kidding. I was
pretty proud of them. These people are
really each other’s families. Sometimes
their partners are closer to them than
their spouses or family members because
in this sort of job, your partner has liter-
ally just saved your life, so that’s who you
share those things with. If you’re work-
ing a nine to five job, your colleague may
be someone you really adore, but they’re
not necessarily saving your life. So I think
there’s an intimacy in this job that maybe
people don’t think about. You have to trust
your partner with your life. And I’d ask
them, ‘How do you decompress?  How do
you let go of the things you’ve seen?’ and
they would tell me their really horrific
jokes, because they have to find ways to
laugh about it to stay sane. And then they
go drinking together.  

�Tell us about the scene in the first
episode, where you hold up the train.

It’s such a powerful scene, I loved it.
It’s in the book and the film so I was

thrilled that I got to do it for our show.
We actually shut down a real subway sta-
tion in New York. It was a weekend and
we filmed through the night and it hap-
pened to be St Patrick’s Day, so I saw the
wildest stuff. Literally there were girls
yanking on each other’s hair and throw-
ing up and we’re trying to film a show. I
was like, ‘Oh my gosh, what’s happening?’
But we were on the real subway tracks and
it’s scary down there. I was freaked out
— the third rail was right there. But it was
really cool the way that they shot it. They
built this whole contraption so there was
this moving cargo with these guys on
either side pushing it. It looked like some-
thing out of the 1940s.  And then they put
all these lights on it to look like trains. So
what people don’t know is that I’m actu-
ally reacting to these men dancing along
on a little cargo train.

�Lincoln is plucking Amelia almost out
of nowhere for this job — what do you
think it is that he sees in her and con-
nects?

I think the initial thing is that she
happens to be the person that
finds this crime and protects the
evidence. She puts her life on
the line to protect the evidence.
I think right then and there he
goes, ‘Okay, she can do this,’
because he knows what it
takes to go against the Bone
Collector, and he also knows
that she has no idea what she’s
in for. He even has this line
when he tells her, ‘You
don’t  need to
unlearn any bad
habits, you’re a
blank slate with
great instincts’,
which basically
means he
knows she’s
starting fresh,
so he can
almost self-
ishly teach
her his way.  

I think
it’s a combi-
n a t i o n ,
that he
sees her
wit  and
s t r e n g t h
and bor-
d e r l i n e
adrenaline
junkie-like

death wish, and then also as time goes on,
sees where it comes from. Amelia’s had
a tragic past, as Lincoln has as well, so I
think they do connect on the fact that,
as they say, the broken take better care

of the broken. I think they really con-
nect with each other on a deep

level without ever saying that out
loud because they’re very differ-
ent in their ways. She’s a profil-
er, he’s all about evidence.
They’re constantly in conflict
with each other about what’s
the best way to solve this crime
is, and yet, I think, they have a

deep understanding of one
another that will continue to

develop as the season
goes on.

�Why do you think
we are all so fasci-
nated with serial
killers and crime
shows?

I don’t know.
We’re so weird.
Why aren’t we fas-
cinated with rain-
bows?  Why do
we like serial
killers? I think
that there’s def-
initely a fasci-
nation behind
it and it’s the
question of
w h e t h e r
you can
get inside
of their

minds. How does someone justify doing
this? What were they thinking at these
moments?  Was it an accident? Was it on
purpose? Was it about anger? Was it
about payback? Was it about love? And
I think that it’s all about stretching the
limits, right? There’s life and there’s
death and then there’s all the stuff that
happens in between.  I think people are
just fascinated with the question of
where do you play in this world?  Do you
play by the rules or do you break the
rules? And if you break the rules, how far
do you go?

�What makes Lincoln Rhyme different
from other crime shows? 

Well, you have our partnership,
which I think is very unique. Lincoln is
immobile and so we’re using his brain,
wisdom, genius, combined with my
body and intuition. We’re linked togeth-
er through an earpiece and ‘Lincoln cam’,
which is like a camera where he can see
a 360 vision of the crime scene and what’s
happening, and together we solve these
crimes and go after the Bone Collector.
I haven’t seen a partnership like that on
television, especially because we are two
broken characters who seem strong in
these given moments, but also have a lot
of inner fear, conflict and trauma to work
through along the way.

�But the show is going to evolve and
your character is going to become
more empowered and a leader. Where
do we see her going? 

When we first meet Amelia, she’s
never done this sort of work before, so
she’s kind of a fish out of water in this

world, even though she’s been training to
be an FBI profiler. Sometimes she fits
right in and sometimes it’s like, ‘Too
much too soon, I don’t know what I’m
doing.’ And that’s where Lincoln is guid-
ing her and grooming her. And then, at
what point do I feel comfortable enough
to do it on my own? Or does he feel con-
fident enough to send me on my own?
All those things we’ll explore as the sea-
son goes on and then hopefully in sea-
son two. 

�Did you read the books?
I did after I got the job. My dad was

a fan of books before, so I knew about
them, but once I got this show and I was
doing research, I read the whole book.

�Do you think it was important for you
to read them?

Absolutely. The first book was writ-
ten a long time ago, so there were some
things that were almost nostalgic and fun
to read because it was so long ago. And
other things I was really happy I read,
because they were these minor little char-
acter traits that I wanted to make sure I
brought to this Amelia. Even though I’m
making my own version of Amelia,
there were things that I wanted to hon-
our and continue, so people watching will
go, ‘Yeah, that’s the Amelia I saw too,’ as
well as, ‘Oh, she did this differently.’ 

�How do you think and hope your
character will resonate with the audi-
ence?

I hope well. I’ve played different
strong characters before — like Lexi from
Vampire Diaries, she’s 300 years old, so

she’s badass to the bone; there’s nothing
she can’t handle. With Amelia, as I said
before, I feel like it’s really important to
show how vulnerable she is and how that
actually makes her strong. So she’s a dif-
ferent kind of strong. I think she almost
surprises herself when she saves some-
one, because she doesn’t even know she
can. I hope people can find their own
inner strength in themselves as they’re
watching Amelia navigate her own.

�Has the show made you nervous
about serial killers out in the world?
When you leave the set, do you look
around yourself suspiciously?

There are some things in the book that
really were weird things that had happened
to me recently in New York. I don’t even
want to talk about it.  But I do a lot of ener-
gy work and I’m very sensitive, I always do
a five-minute meditation when I leave
work, just to kind of disconnect with my
character, to leave her in my dressing room,
disconnecting to any energy. I just find it’s
really important to come back to being
myself at the end of every day and I feel
like that kind of takes care of that.

�Do you have any other rituals?
I do meditation in the morning and,

depending on how I’m feeling, will visu-
alise different things along the way. And
then I just find that, as I’m in hair and
make-up, I kind of call in Amelia. I find
that it really does allow her to just kind of
take over when I’m on set. There are some
things I don’t plan to happen in a scene,
they just happen, and I’m like, ‘Oh, there
she is.’  

(The show is streaming on SonyLIV.)

� What is your take on the role of
Batman? How did you feel playing it?

Christian Bale: We did the screen
test and I thought that I don’t want to
make this like other Batman films I’ve
seen before as that won’t be an interest-
ing way to play. I wanted to think about
the unhealthy state of mind that he
found himself in, in terms of his need
for vengeance and at the same time the
battle within himself. He’s got an incred-
ible amount of rage but at the same time
he’s influenced by his father, who was a
great philanthropist. 

Batman is the only superhero with-
out any special superpowers. He is just
a man and Chris came up with nice ways
on how Batman comes across the var-
ious gadgets and all the cool stuff he has.
He came up with really cool and believ-
able way on how Bruce Wayne can get
his hands on all these things. 

Additionally, playing Batman
requires a lot of agility and another level
of fitness.

�How did you create a contrast
between Batman and Bruce Wayne?

Christian: Batman has to be some-
one who is intimidating to the crimi-
nals and tough guys. He also has to dis-
guise himself because I didn’t want the
voice to be like Bruce Wayne’s. He real-
ly kind of channels the other character
which he uses to vent his anger and also
to get that energy for maintaining that
anger since he goes night by night for
this.

�What went inside making the
Batman as interesting as the villains?

Christian: Batman to me, was by far
the most interesting character. There are
of course great villains around him but
he was the real interesting one. I had
never seen him play interesting given the
opportunity. It always seemed that the
opportunity was given to the villains of
being the fascinating and dangerous ones.
And I had never seen Bruce and Batman
being given that before this film. 

�Tell us more about the Batmobile?
Christian: The Batmobile is in

line with what Chris wants to do with
the whole film, that is make it more
practical and utilitarian. This was a car
which really could be used militarily. It
looked to me as a hybrid of Hummer
and a Lamborghini. It is a monstrous
looking vehicle with all kinds of stealth
technology for disguise. The design is
much more gritty and practical and is
something that you can actually see
could have a good use. 

Katie Holmes: This car is so cool.
I finally understood men’s fascination
with cars when I saw this thing move.
I do have the privilege of riding it in the
film and it’s even better on the inside.

�Tell us about Rachel.
Katie: Rachel is a girl who is on top

of things. She has a ‘Go get it’ approach.
She knows what she wants, and keeps
on doing it. She has weird relations with
her friends, but they still share that
childhood bond.

�How was it working with
Christopher Nolan?

Katie: Chris is phenomenal. Every
day he was so focused and profession-
al. He is kind and knows what he wants.
We started at the same time every day
and finished at the same time. It is
smooth but you have to bring in your
game to do your best. I really enjoyed
working with him. He is very inspiring
and talented. 

(The film airs on June 29 at 9 pm on
Sony PIX.)

The crime-thriller, Law follows the journey of
Nandini, played by debutant Ragini Chandran, to

fight for justice against a gruesome crime. 
Taking on the legal system with the aid of her men-

tor, the film raises voice against the injustice and crime
committed against women. It is produced by Ashwini
Puneeth Rajkumar, M Govinda and directed by Raghu
Samarth. The legal Kannada drama is led by Ragini
Prajwal who makes her debut as a lead actor and
Mukhyamantri Chandru, Achyuth Kumar, Sudharani
among others. 

The film also features Siri Prahlad and veteran
actor Mukyamanthri Chandru in prominent roles. Law
is the first film from Sandalwood industry to have a
digital release. Created by Puneeth Rajkumar’s PRK
Productions. 

The film, which is Amazon Prime Video first
Kannada direct-to-service release, will launch on July
17 on Amazon Prime Video.

The two mainstream Tamil films, Jyotika’s
Ponmagal Vandhal and Keerthy Suresh’s Penguin which
released directly on OTT recently had grabbed
decent reviews from people.

Another Kannada film, French Biryani, is also said
to have its digital premiere in July. 
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Jürgen Klopp was two months
into his tenure as Liverpool man-
ager when he strode onto the

Anfield turf, cajoled his players into
lining up with him at the edge of the
penalty area, and made them thank
fans in The Kop with an arm-swing-
ing salute.

The team had just scored in the
fifth minute of stoppage time to sal-
vage a 2-2 draw against lowly West
Bromwich Albion in the Premier
League. It was hardly a result wor-
thy of such a reaction, and was
invariably the subject of widespread
ridicule.

Yet it was typical of Klopp:
maverick, unconventional, passion-
ate, but also calculated.

“Liiiiverpool, Liiiiverpool,” the
Kopites chanted back, a bond seem-
ingly already forged with a bespec-
tacled, cap-wearing, bearded
German manager who was about to
make them dream again.

Four-and-a-half years later,
Klopp has attained legendary status
in this port city as the man who
returned Liverpool to the top of the
English game after a 30-year wait,
securing a 19th league title.

A man whose name will be slot-
ted alongside those of other manage-
rial greats at Anfield — Bill Shankly,
Bob Paisley and Kenny Dalglish.

Chelsea’s 2-1 win over
Manchester City on Thursday
allowed Liverpool to clinch its first
league championship since 1990,
ending one of the most unforeseen
droughts in British sports.

European champion, world club
champion, and now Premier League
champion. All in the space of 13
months and all under the watchful
eye of an eccentric who has turned
Liverpool from a thrilling yet brit-
tle team into a cold-blooded, trophy-
winning juggernaut.

More than that, Klopp has man-
aged to achieve the nearly impossi-
ble in an era of increasing football
tribalism: he is almost universally
liked. 

Ask fans of Manchester United
and Manchester City what they
think about the man who has rele-
gated their teams to Premier League
also-rans this season and they’ll
most likely speak of their respect and

admiration for him.
It is easy to see why — and not

just because of his infectious energy
and passion on the touchline and his
clear player-management skills.

“No disrespect to the other man-
agers before him, but I felt it from day
one when he came in the door,”
Liverpool captain Jordan Henderson
said about Klopp. “He just changed

everything and everyone followed
him.” In interviews and news confer-
ences, Klopp is equally at home mak-
ing jokes as he is talking politics and
current affairs. He was one of the few
Premier League managers to divulge
his views about Brexit — “there was
not one time in history where
division creates success,” he
told one interviewer — and
he did so in a calm and
thoughtful manner.

He holds strident opin-
ions on player welfare, even
if that means openly criticiz-
ing governing bodies in the process.

“As long as nothing changes I will
say something all the time,” Klopp
said this year, describing himself
mockingly as The Moaner from
Liverpool. “It's because it’s about the
players, not one second about me.”

Klopp is also fun, his loud laugh
and flashing grin — made even more

stark after having his teeth whitened
in late 2017 — now a staple part of
a Premier League weekend.

“The best word I can say to
describe this is: BOOM!” he said,
looking straight into the TV camera
and with a broad grin, after

Liverpool beat Man City in
March 2016. The reaction
has turned into a meme.

How different it all would
have been if he’d decided to
join Man United, with whom
he held talks in 2014 accord-
ing to his biographer, Raphael

Honigstein. Instead, a year later, he
chose Liverpool as his next step after
leaving Borussia Dortmund, a
German club that has working-
class roots, a strong heritage and a
passionate fan base — just like the
team he was about to join as the
replacement for Brendan Rodgers.

He has proved a perfect fit, and

far from “The Normal One” tag he
gave himself at his presentation at
Anfield in October 2015 in reference
to Jose Mourinho’s self-styled
“Special One” description.

Klopp already had charisma
and an aura about him from his time
at Dortmund from 2008-15 — with
his quirky appearance and one-lin-
ers, he was regarded as one of
European football’s great personal-
ities — and also brought his trade-
mark “heavy metal football” to
Merseyside.

While that saw Liverpool chal-
lenge City as the most watchable
team in England across 2017 and ‘18,
it is only since Klopp tempered his
gung-ho style that the Reds have been
capable of going toe-to-toe with City
in terms of results.

The game-changing six months
came at the start of 2018, when
Liverpool was reinvented by the sale
of attacking midfielder Philippe
Coutinho to Barcelona in a deal
worth up to 160 million euros (then
$192 million) and the signings of
center back Virgil van Dijk and
Alisson for $99 million and $85 mil-
lion respectively — record fees for a
defender and goalkeeper at the
time.

Klopp had earlier said he’d never
splash those kind of sums — “Other
clubs can go out and spend money
and collect top players, I want to do
it differently,” he said in 2016 after
United bought Paul Pogba for $116
million — but he eventually suc-
cumbed to the realities of the mod-
ern-day game.

A shaky defense was tightened
up and Klopp hit upon a more solid
4-3-3 formation. The result has
been spectacular: back-to-back
Champions League finals, winning
one and losing one; a 97-point
league season — the third-highest in
Premier League history — that left
Liverpool a point behind City in the
2018-19 campaign; and now what
could statistically go down as the
greatest ever top-flight season.

The team’s fitness is second to
none under Klopp, while his desire
to cover all bases even saw him hire

a throw-in coach.
Anfield is now a fortress again

under Klopp, who never fails to talk
up the power of the Liverpool fever-
ish home support that feeds off their
manager’s energy. It makes it all the
more tough to take that the fans have
not been allowed in stadiums to see
the team finish off its title-winning
campaign.

With Klopp having a contract
through to 2022, there will likely be
many more magic moments for
fans to share with their leader who
has put Liverpool back on its perch.

	�!����	� He has not been
in the middle since March but
that has not stopped Australia’s
limited-overs captain Aaron
Finch from constantly thinking
about the game, so much so
that he is already plotting a title
bid for the 2023 ODI World
Cup in India.

The T20 World Cup in
Australia later this year looks
unlikely due to the Covid-19
pandemic while India have
the rights for the 2021 edition.

India also host the 50-over
showpiece event in 2023 and
Finch feels it is time zero in on
a pool for sub-continental
conditions.

“I’m a cricket nuffy so
you are always thinking
about it, especially
being captain and
with what’s coming
up with the T20

World Cup, whenev-
er that might be,
and there’s a couple
of them and look-
ing forward to the

2023 50-over World Cup in
India,” Finch told SEN Radio.

“We are just in the process-
ing of nutting out how we go
about winning that, what we’ll
need to do down the track to
be successful in those three
tournaments.”

On the 2023 event in India,
he said: “In the 50-over space
it’s about working back from
that 2023 World Cup and real-
ly getting a detailed plan of how
we think we’ll have to win it,
what’s the structure of the side

we’ll need in India.
“Is it going to be two

spinners, is it going to be
an extra all-rounder, and

kind of work back
from there.”

Australia are the
most successful
ODI team with five
world titles to their

credit with the last one
coming at home in
2015. In 2019, they
lost to England in the
semifinals. PTI
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Japan’s badminton star
Kento Momota on Friday

said he has completely
recovered from the eye
injury caused by a car acci-
dent and vowed to bring
home Gold at the post-
poned Tokyo Games.

“I can see without any
problem while I’m play-
ing,” the world number one,
who underwent surgery for
an eye socket fracture in
February after the car crash,
told reporters.

“I’ve been able to give
100% in practice,” he added.

The accident, which
happened hours after the
25-year-old won the
Malaysia Masters, killed the
driver of the vehicle taking
him to Kuala Lumpur air-
port.

“I want to do my best
every day towards the goal”
of winning the Gold Medal
at the Tokyo Olympics, he
said.

The coronavirus pan-
demic forced the postpone-
ment of the Tokyo 2020
Olympics by one year and
Momota, who missed the
2016 Rio Olympics due to
suspension, admitted he
was “upset” by the post-
ponement.

“I only had six months
after the surgery. I had no
time to relax. I was trying to
give my all every day (in
training),” he said.

“So it was difficult to
process the feeling that I still
had to do more.”

However, Momota said
he has been
training hard to
stay positive
and focus on
victory at the
Games.
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Elavenil Valarivan and Anish
Bhanwala, two of India’s

finest young shooters, were on
Friday named in a 34-member
core group for the Tokyo
Olympics.

The National Rif le
Association of India (NRAI)
released the list of shooters who
will be training separately for
the quadrennial sporting
extravaganza, scheduled to be
held next summer.

Of the 34 shooters, 15 are
Olympic quota holders, but as
per its stated selection policy,
the NRAI reserves the right to
swap one or two places

depending on form and aggre-
gate scores in the lead-up to the
final team selection.

“These shooters will be
training and preparing for the
Games separately. There could
a change or two also when the

team is selected depending on
scores and form of shooters,” an
NRAI source said.

The likes of former world
number one in air pistol, Heena
Sidhu, were however not
included in the core group.

In May, the International
Olympic Committee (IOC)
had approved the world shoot-
ing governing body’s updated
qualification system for the
Tokyo Olympics, which could
see India add at least one more
quota to the 15 secured during
the qualifying cycle that began
with 2018 World
Championship in Korea.

An NRAI insider had said
this could help someone like

Bhanwala to secure a quota for
himself in the 25m rapid-fire
pistol, a category in which
India won a Silver through
Vijay Kumar at the 2012
London Games.

Anish was in the top 10 in
the March 31 ranking for his
event and all the other shoot-
ers above him had already
secured their quotas, helping
his cause.

His chances will only
increase if he shoots a good
score in the World Cup in
March-April next year.

The new deadline for
Tokyo 2020 Qualification in
shooting is June 6, 2021,
according to the ISSF.
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West Indies head coach
Phil Simmons has

allayed concerns over skip-
per Jason Holder’s fitness
ahead of the Tests against
England, saying he would
be back to bowling
soon.

Holder didn’t
bowl when his team
fielded in the sec-
ond innings and
wasn’t required to
bat on the final
day of the
t h r e e - d a y
match on
Thursday.

“Jason has had a slight
niggle on his ankle and that
is what has held him back
from bowling,” Simmons
was quoted as saying by the
windiescricket.Com.

“He will be back to
bowling in the four-day
game and should be bowl-
ing his full quota. As for the

batting if you get one ball
and you’re out, that’s

all you can do.”
West Indies

are scheduled to
play a four-day

w a r m - u p
match from

Tuesday at
Emirates Old

Trafford before they reach
Southampton for the
series-opener from July 8.

Fast bowler Shannon
Gabriel is making a come-
back after an ankle surgery
and Simmons is impressed
with the way he has bowled
so far.

“He looks ready, that
was evident here. When
you see how he bowled in
the first innings, then again
yesterday (Wednesday)
and even more so this
morning you could see
he’s close to 100 percent.
Now we want to get him
up to 100 just before the
Test match,” he said. 
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Former England captain
Michael Atherton wants to see

the gameplan employed by Indian
pace attack against an unortho-
dox batsman like Australia’s Steve
Smith when the two teams square
off at the end of the year.

Smith was serving one year
ball tampering suspension when
India toured Down Under in
2018-19 and won their maiden
Test series 2-1 with David Warner
also among list of banned players.

“I’ll be very interested to see
what India come up with (against
Smith). He (Smith) is a highly
unorthodox player, but I enjoy
watching and for that reason,”
Atherton said in a chat show on
Sony Ten’s Pit Stop.

“I think the game is a better
game when you’ve got people
who are very unusual in the way
that they play,” Atherton added.

But Atherton, one of the
most respected voices of world
cricket feels that India’s world class

pace attack comprising Jasprit
Bumrah, Mohammed Shami and
Ishant Sharma makes it an even
battle for the visitors.

“What really should give
India fans hope I think Down
Under is the strength of the
bowling attack. It’s very, very dif-
ficult to win in Australia without
a strong seam bowling attack,”
Atherton said.

The man who led England in
54 Tests, is impressed with India’s
fast-bowling pool.

“One of the great things in the
last few years from my perspec-
tive, I’ve seen this sea change real-
ly, in terms of the quality of the
fast bowlers that you’ve pro-
duced.

“If I go back and think to
when I played in India in 93, it
was completely spin-based, you
obviously had good fast bowlers
as well but I don’t think that num-
ber in depth that you have now.”

As far as Smith’s batting tech-
nique is concerned, he feels that
it is unique in its own way which
makes the game eminently watch-
able.

“If everybody played the
same way, it’s a boring game. I love
the fact that Steve Smith is quite
unorthodox and he has success
because of that.

It makes it a more interest-
ing game for me, but I don’t have
any easy answers how to get
Smith out.”

�!���� Having risen through the ranks
together as players, BCCI President Sourav
Ganguly and NCA Head Rahul Dravid hold
important administrative positions in Indian
cricket at present and former teammate VVS
Laxman believes that their partnership will be
crucial for Indian crickets rise in the years to
come.

Speaking on Star Sports show Cricket
Connected, Laxman spoke about the impor-
tance of Sourav Ganguly and Rahul Dravid
partnership in the administration of Indian
cricket. “It is great! the partnership between
BCCI President Ganguly and National Cricket
Academy (NCA) Head Dravid. If the Indian
team wants to be successful in every format,
then this partnership is of utmost importance.
I think everyone is important, the team cap-
tain, NCA Head and BCCI President.” IANS
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Liverpool captain Jordan
Henderson hailed manager

Jurgen Klopp’s transformational
impact on the club to end a 30-year
wait to win the Premier League title
on Thursday.

Klopp arrived at Anfield in
2015 with the Reds struggling just
to qualify for the Champions
League on a regular basis via a top
four finish.

The German led Liverpool to a
sixth European Cup last season and
has now ended an even longer wait
to become champions of England.

“I felt from day one when he
came in the door he changed every-
thing,” said Henderson.

“We followed him and believed
him. It’s been an amazing journey.
I’m hoping there is more, we just
keep hungry, keep wanting more
and following him. The biggest
thing is no matter what we all fol-
low him, believe in him and he’s
took us to this point. This would-
n’t be possible without him.”

“It’s amazing to finally get over
the line for the fans, the club, the
whole city,” added Henderson. “I’m

just a bit overwhelmed right now,
it is an amazing feeling.”

Liverpool players and staff
watched City’s defeat together in a
hotel.

“When we won the Champions
League we were on the pitch. It was
a different experience watching the
game,” Henderson continued.
“Then the final whistle going and
being with everyone together was
amazing. It is another moment in
our lives we’ll never forget.”

�� � �	D�)(�

The sun had just set over Anfield
— and on a 30-year wait to be

champions of England again —
when the fireworks started to
explode into the twilight.

A signal went out across
Merseyside. The drought was final-
ly over for Liverpool. 

At first there were just a dozen
supporters who watching on phones
and listening on radios outside this
hallowed stadium. They were soon

surrounded by a sea of thousands
snaking from the entrance to the
Kop past the The Albert Pub to the

Hillsborough memorial. 
And as darkness eventually

engulfed Liverpool’s home on this
mid-summer’s evening, a red haze
of smoke began to light the skies.

Waving flares and flags,
Liverpool’s faithful found a way to
share this moment together on
Thursday, even in a pandemic. It’s
hard to stay apart when a three-
decade mission has been accom-
plished, even though the crowning
moment came without Liverpool
players being on the field.
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Indian pacer Bhuvneshwar
Kumar says playing for IPL

side Sunrisers Hyderabad has
been a turning point in his
career as he learnt to handle the
pressure of bowling at the death.

India’s fierce pack attack is
now one of the best in the world
and Bhuvneshwar is a key figure
in the set-up along with Jasprit
Bumrah, Mohammed Shami
and Umesh Yadav.

Bhuvneshwar said he always
had the ability to bowl yorkers
but delivering in crunch
moments is something that he

learnt after joining the Sunrisers
squad back in 2014.

“I always had the ability to
bowl yorkers but then I lost it.
At Sunrisers Hyderabad, they
wanted me to bowl at the start
of the innings as well as at the
end. The 14 matches I played in
2014, I learnt to handle pressure
and that was a turning point,”
Bhuvneshwar told Deep Das
Gupta on Cricketbaazi show.

“I learnt new things, espe-
cially handling pressure at death
bowling (during Sunrisers
stint),” he said.

Bhuvneshwar, who has
taken 132 ODI and 63 Test wick-

ets, said he has been most suc-
cessful whenever he has man-
aged to detach himself from the
outcome of the games like for-
mer India skipper Mahendra
Singh Dhoni.

“Like MS Dhoni, I try to
detach myself from the result
and focus on small things, which
I also refer to as process. And
this helps in getting the desired
outcome.

“During IPL when I had a
couple of good seasons, I was in
this zone. I was so focused on
my process, that the result had
become secondary. And results
were positive.”
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�� Top Indian shuttlers,
including world champion P V
Sindhu, will be able to hit the courts
from July 1 if the Telangana
Government allows the Badminton
Association of India (BAI) to organ-
ise a national camp in Hyderabad.

While a bunch of Indian players
have started practising at the Prakash
Padukone Badminton Academy
(PPBA) in Bengaluru after the Sports
Authority of India (SAI) laid down
rules for resumption of training late
last month, the elite players in
Hyderabad had no such luck.

With Covid-19 cases surging in
Hyderabad, the Telangana
Government, as a precautionary mea-
sure, extended the lockdown till June
30 but it meant the resumption of the
sport got further delayed for the top
players in the state.

“The pandemic has put a break on
our training but after weighing the sit-
uation, we have decided to start the
training camps in Hyderabad from
July 1, subject to state Government’s
permission and approval,” BAI secre-
tary Ajay Singhania said. PTI

��$��	���
	�����
�	����#�,�
	�	,


