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The Union Cabinet on
Wednesday approved amend-
ments to the six-and-a-half-
decade old Essential
Commodities Act to deregulate
food items, including cereals,
pulses, and onion, a move
aimed at transforming the
farm sector and raising farm-
ers' income.

The amendment provides
for the regulation of food items
only under exceptional cir-
cumstances like national
calamities, famine with a surge
in prices. Also, processors and
value chain participants are
exempted from the stock limit.

Announcing the cabinet deci-
sion, Agriculture Minister
Narendra Singh Tomar said:
"Today is a historic day. Three
important decisions have been
taken that will go a long way in
helping farmers while also trans-

forming the agriculture sector."
The deregulation of com-

modities under the Essential
Commodities (EC) Act is need
of the hour and removes fears
of private investors of excessive

regulatory interference, he said.
With the amendment to the

Essential Commodities (EC)
Act, commodities like cereals,
pulses, oilseeds, edible oils,
onion and potatoes will be

removed from the list of essen-
tial commodities, the govern-
ment said.

The freedom to produce,
hold, move, distribute and
supply will lead to harnessing
economies of scale and attract
private sector/foreign direct
investment into the agriculture
sector. 
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Regulated farming is
here to stay, asserts KCR
��
� ;$���� ��

Chief Minister K Chandra-
shekhar Rao has said that 'reg-
ulated farming', being intro-
duced in Telangana during
the current monsoon, will be
continued in every agriculture
season permanently.

The Chief Minister held
a three-day extended con-
ference with agriculture
department officials and
farm experts on the strat-
egy to be implement-
ed for regulat-
ed cultiva-
tion across
the State in
the days to
come. He
made sev-
e r a l

suggestions for
transforming the
agriculture sector in
such a manner that
the typical farmer

will find farm-
ing prof-
itable and
not as an
activity
that is
always
s u b -

ject

to the vagaries of nature and
predatory market forces.

Chief Minister K
Chandrasekhar Rao instruct-
ed the agriculture depart-
ment to  continuously issue
alerts and implement strate-
gies so that farmers would
inculcate the habit of cultivat-
ing only those crops that are
sought out by the government
in line with the demand in the
market.  

‘Cancel exams’ now rallying cry of students, parents
��*����
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Telangana State's SSC exams
are scheduled to be held from
8th June to 5th July. Still, amid
the scary coronavirus situation
in the state, many students and
parents have voiced on social
media platform Twitter their
displeasure at the very idea of
conducting examinations.
They have urged the govern-
ment to not only cancel the
10th class examination, but
also promote students without
conducting any exams. 

No wonder, on Wednesday
the hashtag
#CancelTSExamsPromoteStud
ents was trending at number

one in India on Twitter.
Talking about the situation

and how many parents are
scared of sending their children
to take the examination,

Venkat Sainath K, joint secre-
tary, Hyderabad Schools
Parents' Association (HSPA),
says, "Most states have post-
poned the dates of examina-

tions because they fear the
virus might spread. However,
I do not understand the hurry.
The state government can cer-
tainly delay the examinations
till August. If they are planning
to re-open schools, in that
scenario I feel they should just
promote all the students who
are to appear for the SSC
exams."

Although, the state officials
have promised that all precau-
tions would be taken to make
sure the examination centres

are sanitised properly before
each examination, it seems
that parents have lingering
doubts. 

"Various sources have been
reporting that the number of
cases will only increase in
June-July," says Seema Agarwal,
vice-president, HSPA. She
adds, "Even if the government
takes all precautions to sanitise
the school premises, the chil-
dren will still have to travel to
reach the examination centres. 
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The daily runs of the Shramik
Special trains, which once
averaged around 250, have
now reduced to a paltry 50 due
to a dwindling demand for the
services from state govern-
ments, official data showed on
Wednesday.

Over the last three days, the
Railways ran 69 trains on
Sunday, 46 on Monday, and 41
trains on Tuesday. Around 30
trains are scheduled for
Wednesday, the data showed.

Since May 1, the Railways
has operated 4,197 Shramik
trains ferrying 58 lakh

migrants home, according to
the latest data.

While on the first day, four
such trains were operated, the
number reached its peak on
May 20, when 279 such trains
were operated.
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With 129 Covid-19 positive
cases being reported on
Wednesday, Telangana's coro-
na tally mounted to 3,020
cases. The state also reported
seven deaths, taking the death
toll to 99. In all, 108 of the fresh
cases are from GHMC area. 

While Ranga Reddy and
Asifabad reported six cases each,
Medchal and Sircilla reported
two cases each. Yadadri,
Mahabubnagar and Kamareddy
reported one case each. Two
migrants tested positive on
Wednesday, taking the tally  of
infected migrants to 448. About
30 persons were discharged,
taking the count of those dis-
charged upon recovery  to 1,556.  

As part of ICMR clinical tri-
als, five patients from

Telangana with patient ID
P1311, P1459, P1647, P2415
and P2639 were given plasma
transfusion at Gandhi
Hospital. As per the Health
Department, “All manda-
tory protocols set by
ICMR were duly fol-
lowed during the
therapy. The therapy
was introduced to the
patients when their
oxygen saturation
levels dropped below
84% - 90%. 

TS @ 3020
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Four doctors from Cardiology
Department and three lab
technicians of the Nizam's
Institue of Medical Sciences at
Panjagutta here tested corona
positive on Wednesday. This
apart, as many as 23 PG stu-
dents from Osmania Medical
College were also infected by
the virus.  A whopping 200
students and staffera have
been sent for home quaran-
tine. Samples of almost 300
contacts of infected PG doc-
tors and interns of Osmania
were sent for Covid-19 tests on

June 2. This also
includes samples of 170

hostellers. Out of them, 23
tested Covid-19 positive.

Sources in NIMS
said that the doctors

working in the
Cardiology Department

have been treating patients on
rotational basis. 

Air India to operate to US, Canada from June 9
��
� �������;�

Air India on Wednesday said
it will operate 75 outbound
passenger flights to select des-
tinations in the US and Canada
between June 9 and June 30
under the Vande Bharat
Mission.

"Those who wish to travel to
the United States and Canada
and fulfill required entry con-
ditions can book themselves on
these outbound flights. Some

foreign airlines have already
carried out evacuation flights
and are planning to operate

more flights. These flights will
also take foreign nationals,"
Civil Aviation Minister
Hardeep Singh Puri tweeted.

He said the aforementioned
75 flights will go to destinations
like New York, Newark,
Chicago, Washington, San
Francisco, Vancouver and
Toronto.

Domestic passenger flights
resumed in India from May 25
after a gap of two months due
to the coronavirus-triggered

lockdown.
Scheduled international pas-

senger flights continue to
remain suspended in India.

The central government,
however, started the Vande
Bharat Mission from May 7 to
bring back the stranded
Indians from abroad through
special inbound flights.

It is for the first time that
outbound flights have been
included under the mission.
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SC dismisses AP plea
on colours to offices 
��
� ;$���� ��

The Supreme Court on
Wednesday dismissed an
appeal of the Andhra Pradesh
government against the high
court order asking it to remove
the colour of flags of political
parties, including the ruling
YSRCP, from government and
'panchayat' buildings and get
them repainted.

A bench of Justices L
Nageswara Rao, Krishan
Murari and S Ravindra Bhat
did not agree to the submis-
sion of the state government

on the issue and rejected the
appeal of the state government
led by YSR Congress Party
(YSRCP).
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Scientists at the Centre for
Cellular and Molecular
Biology, Hyderabad have
identified a distinct trait in
the coronavirus found in the
people infected in the coun-
try, mostly in the southern
states of Tamil Nadu and
Telangana.

They have named this
unique cluster of virus pop-
ulation as 'Clade A3i' found
in 41 per cent of the genome
sequenced in India.

����������������� #
�����������������
���������$�����,�����

RTC city services from June 8?
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� ;$���� ��

In little over a fortnight, pub-
lic transportation in the city
would get a heft with the
resumption of RTC city buses
as well as Metro Rail by then.

The TSRTC is likely to
resume its city services from
June 8.  At a review on Wed-
nesday, Transport Minister
Puvvada Ajay Kumar consid-
ered this aspect while weigh-
ing the question of operating
city buses and inter-state bus
services in view of the easing
of locdown curbs.  

The modalities of operating
various bus services were dis-
cussed in the context of the fact

that all government and private
offices have resumed their work.

� 6��'��)���'������'��)��
�

*-��#�����
.$��������� ����""
�������'������"��
��+
��$�&,
 �(�/���,')
����(�)���)���
��2��/�����)*���,
'������
��22�+����)'+�
�(��'
�)-��'�	'.���,'�/�
'.
<����)��)��'����+4*��
���
�
�'(�).)��
�,�,��-*�	
�)��)�
��,�����������+
��)'�<����)2
��)�+�,��<���-0�
#
�-�,���	���-.�)�,�����')

'���	���,�
�(��)���,4-�+��

),���)���
����
������,��'�2
�'+-0������*��
���
���'(�)2
.)��
�-�')�/��-(�,-��
��
�)	'.�)���'���,
'��-�.')��'�
�
.,�(,��'���
�)����=�-�/,
�)-�	�����
���,���	�����(����)	
����	��'������')���1����1)��*���
�
/�,
'+�,/.��'.,�'��	'�')2
�(���,0

� �

��

��

�

�

�

�

������ !"#"$�
%�  ��&�'#�%�"(

#"� �!(&



Printed and published by B Krishna Prasad for and on behalf of CMYK Printech Ltd., Phone: 040-23322341, Hyderabad Office: F-502, Diamond Block, Lumbini Rockdale, Somajiguda, Hyderabad - 500 082. Telangana. Printed at 
Sree Seshasai Enterprises, Plot No.19, IDA Balanagar , Hyderbad-500037, Medchal -Malkajgiri District, Telangana. Chief Editor: Chandan Mitra. Resident Editor: B Krishna Prasad, AIR SURCHARGE of Rs 2.00.

��������	
�
�	�������
	���
	���	�������	���	�

�	���
�	��	�����	
�����	��	����������	����	�����������	��	�
���	����	��	��
	���������	���	���
���������	����	�����������	���
�	��	����	�����������	��	�
�
�	���	�
�
�
��
	���	����	���	�
	���
�	��	������	��������	��	��	�������	��	��	��	��	��
	����
���	
�������	�������
���	���	�����
��	���	�
��
��	���	��	���	��
	��	�
�����������	���	��
�����
	��	����	��	��	�
�����	�	�������
�	��	����	�����������	��	���	���	��
	�
����	��	��	������	���
�	��	��
	�����	��	����	�����	���	������
�	��
	����
��	��	��
	
�������
	������������	��	����
�
��	�����	���	������	��	�
���� 
�	�
���	����	!
��
��	��
	�����
�	���	�
"�
��
�	��	�
���	���	�

�	����������
	�����
	��	������	��
��
��
�	�����	��
	�
�����	��	��	����	��	���
����
�
��	�
���

�
��������	��	��	����
���	�������
�	��	����	�
�����
��	#�
	�����
��	�������
��	
�����	���	��	
����

	��	��
	$���

�	%����&�	����	���	�
	�
��	�
��������
	���	��	����	��	�����	���
	�	��
	���
����
��		��	��
	��������	'	�
����
�	���	�����	���	�
	���
	�
��������
	���	��	����	��	�����	����
"�
��
�	���	�����
�	�������(�
���
�	�����
�	��	����	���
����
�
����

����������* +� �'��� *�) #��,-�././ ���������	
�

���

����

��0/�%2��&�>��.*
��0��

"���

��02�/���&�4�*
�������

�	
���
 ���
���	�
 ���
��������� ���
������������ �����

������

���������
��$$&(�
����

��%���

%�&%-��

����


� !! "��#$%��&#' ����

�#$%()$��&#' ��**

��(#+ ��,$�-,�. ��*�

��:;

/����	
���
0

W
hile announcing
relief package of Rs
20 lakh-crore to

cushion the impact of Covid-
19, Prime Minister Narendra
Modi stressed the need for
self-reliance and the need to
promote and buy local prod-
ucts to give a fillip to domes-
tic manufacturing. 

Appealing to people to be
‘vocal about local’ he put the
concept of self-reliance in the
broader perspective of
Vasudhaika Kutumbam and
the global economy. Modi
stressed upon economy, infra-
structure, demographic divi-
dend, technology-driven sys-
tems and demand as the five
pillars of the concept of
Atmanirbhar Abhiyan.
Emphasis on buying local
strengthens the fifth pillar of
Atmanirbhar Abhiyan — the
demand for goods. 

The concept of
Atmanirbhar Abhyan may not
be the outcome of just the
strategy to revive the econo-
my post Covid but a culmina-
tion of series of events hap-

pening in the global arena in
the last 5 to 6 years. 

After establishment of the
WTO in 1995, world trade has
undergone a change. Rule-
based trading system emerged
establishing a global supply
chain. China joining WTO in
2001 became a game-changer
in terms of global trade.

China took full advantage
of WTO processes and
emerged as the manufacturing
hub of the world.

With most of investment
shifting to China for manufac-
ture, manufacturing jobs in
USA took a big hit and this
was a major campaign point
for Donald Trump in 2017
Presidential election.

In the last four years, a
series of measures taken by
him like imposing tariffs on
goods from China, India and
other countries and a deliber-
ate attempt to undermine the

WTO process by USA makes
it clear that in the future, inter-
national trade is going to hap-
pen as per new rules.

The call for self-reliance
given by the Prime Minister
needs to be seen in this con-
text rather than in a Covid
specific one. 

There was of course an
attempt to draw a parallel
between Atmanirbhar
Abhiyan propounded

now by Narendra Modi and
the concept of self-reliance

and self sufficiency as pro-
pounded by Jawaharlal Nehru
soon after Independence. 

However, there is a funda-
mental and qualitative differ-
ence between the two. Self-
reliance as envisaged by Nehru
rests on two principles of
commanding heights for the
public sector and a centralised
plan for the country wherein
what to produce and how
much to produce would be
decided by State itself, keeping
in view the interest of the soci-

ety at large.
But as we have seen, both

these concepts failed leaving
the Indian economy in dol-
drums by the 1990s. 

The commanding height
that the Public Sector
Undertakings held in the

Indian economy was success-
ful as long as the conditions
were monopolistic and the
market captive. However, once
the economy was opened up,
and they had to face compe-
tition and the chinks in their
armour got exposed. 

Some of them like BHEL,
which developed technical
competence in certain fields,
withstood competition for
some time but could not sur-
vive competition from global
giants and Chinese companies
in the long run.

Over a period, govern-
ments, irrespective of the
political party in power, found
it wiser to disinvest rather than
to support these enterprises
with public money. 

Denied entry into com-
manding heights of the capi-
tal industry, Indian private
sector enterprise found it con-
venient to operate in a protect-

ed secure domestic market
quality not being the main
consideration. 

Central planning system
degenerated into a licence
permit quota raj where the
main job of India Inc became
getting a licence which they
sometimes traded or pro-
duced in a secure environ-
ment with hardly any compe-
tition.

Naturally, quality took a
beating.

No wonder when govern-
ment was contemplating
opening up of the markets in
1990s, the Bombay club of the
Indian businessmen stoutly
opposed it. 

It was during this time that
countries like Japan, South
Korea and Singapore concen-
trated on export markets and
produced goods of quality
and built enterprises which
subsequently became global

enterprises. 
It is this which distinguish-

es the new concept of
Atmanirbhar Abhiyan from
earlier concept of self-reliance
of the Nehru era. 

Prime Minister Narendra
Modi emphasised both these
points in his speech when he
spoke of the need to maintain
quality and the concept of
Atmanirbhar Abhiyan in the
broader context of global mar-
kets.

In a more truncated form
global markets will still be rel-
evant. We may see more and
more free trade agreements,
regional economic unions in
place of WTO monitored
global trade.

We should be prepared to
take advantage of them and be
part of these supply chains.
The domestic market can
serve as a strong base to pro-
duce quality material to cap-
ture these markets. The con-
cept of Atmanirbhar Abhiyan
can help India position itself
in post-Covid world where the
writ of WTO may be limited. 
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The bankers have prepared
their scale of finance on
Vanakalam (kharif) credit plan
pegging the total amount to be
given as crop loans to farmers
at Rs 33,000 crore. However, as
per the regulatory farming,
the total amount needed to be
disbursed is Rs 39,900 crore. 

It would require at least Rs
50,000 crore for disbursing as
crop loans as the area of culti-
vation under various crops is
put at 1.30-crore acres.
Therefore, the credit plan for
Vanakalam for this year need-
ed to be revised. 

Prior to the advent of the
regulated agriculture in the
state, the bankers put the area
under cotton and maize at 50
lakh and 12 lakh acres respec-
tively. As per the regulated
farming, the state government
is discouraging farmers to raise
maize during kharif. 

The bankers put the limit
on lending to Rs 23,000 per
acre if farmers cultivate maize
under rain-fed conditions.
Similarly, the ceiling put on
lending crop loans to raise cot-
ton is Rs 38,000 per acre
under the same conditions.
The cap on lending for culti-
vation of soya beans is Rs
24,000 per acre. The
Agriculture Department has
been encouraging farmers to
raise red gram. For red gram

cultivation, the bankers extend
the maximum of Rs 18,000 per
acre. 

Agriculture Department
requested bankers to give loan
to all farmers.  The bankers are
required to extend Rs 24,700
crore to raise cotton in 65 lakh
acres and Rs 15,200 crore to
raise paddy in 40-lakh acres.
To advance crop loans to raise
cotton and paddy, it would
require bankers to allocate
Rs 39,900 crore.  But the cred-
it plan targets to advance only
Rs 33,000 crore. 

The area under cultivation
of cotton and paddy would be
1.05 crore acres. But the gov-

ernment says that the total
area of cultivation under all
crops would be 1.30-crore
acres. So to advance loans to
all farmers, the credit plan
should be revised to Rs 50,000
crore. 

However, the bankers are of
the view that all farmers
would not require loans. The
state's annual credit plan
would be released by govern-
ment at the bankers' meeting
to be held next month. Only
after release of the credit plan,
whether the bankers revise
their target for extending crop
loans during kharif would be
come to be known. 
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In all, 66 SC, ST and BC wel-
fare hostels, which remained
closed during lockdown peri-
od, in the district were
reopened on Monday and
would allow students from
Thursday. The inmates of the
hostels returned to their homes
following the lockdown. The
government has decided to
keep them reopened to facili-
tate them to take the remain-
der of the SSC examinations to
be held from June 8. In all,
3,298 students from 66 hostels
are appearing for the SSC
examinations. Of them, 1,253
are boys and 1,630 are girls. Till
the examinations are through,
the students should remain in

hostels. Officials are allowing
only four students for each
hostel room. 

The students will be
screened for their health prior
to their admission to hostels.
Daily they will be sanitised and
thermally screened. Masks will
be given to all of them.
Wardens will sensitise stu-
dents on the need to observe
physical distance. SC welfare
officer P Venkatesh said that
special mess has been set up for
SSC students.  Daily eggs will
be served and bananas will be
served for six days a week.
ANMs services will be made
available to conduct health
check-up of students of BC
hostels, BC welfare officer
Surender said. 
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The State government has
released Rs 3,000 crore to
implement Rythu Bandhu
scheme for Vanakalam
(Kharif) season. During the
current season, the total area
under various crops is target-
ed to be around 1.30 crore
acres. Besides this, the gov-
ernment has asked the
Horticulture Department to
furnish the details of area of
cultivation under various
crops. According to the
Revenue Department, pat-
tadar passbooks have been
issued to over 61 lakh farm-
ers.  The Revenue
Department furnished their
details to Agriculture
Department. The input sub-
sidy granted to farmers under
the Rytu Bandhu should be
credited direct into their
bank accounts. 

The Agriculture
Department has asked the
bankers to furnish it with the
details of farmers who owed
crop loans up to Rs 1 lakh to
banks. 
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The Coalition for Epidemic
Preparedness Innovations
(CEPI) on Wednesday
announced a $14.1 million
grant to a consortium com-
prising Bharat Biotech and
the International Vaccine
Institute (IVI) to advance
the development of a
Chikungunya vaccine. The
CEPI, in collaboration with
Ind-CEPI, announced a new
partnering agreement with
the consortium for vaccine
manufacturing and clinical
development of a two-dose
live-inactivated vaccine
(BBV87) against
Chikungunya.

This grant is supported by
the European Union's
Horizon 2020 programme
through an existing frame-
work partnership agreement
with CEPI, said a statement.
The consortium will be fur-
ther supported with a grant of
up to $2 million from the
Indian Government's Ind-
CEPI initiative which will
fund the set-up of GMP
manufacturing facilities for
the vaccine in India, and the
subsequent manufacture of
clinical trial materials.

The partnering agreement
will finance a multi-centre
Phase 2/3 adaptive clinical
trial to be conducted by IVI
in Colombia, Panama and
Thailand which will provide
crucial data.
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As of now, Gujarat and Delhi
have indicated that they are
not in need of more Shramik
trains. The last trains to
originate from any railway
station in Delhi was on May
31, and the same day Gujarat
Labour Ministry announced
closure of all migrant train
services.

The top five States/UTs
from where maximum trains
originated are Gujarat
(1,026), Maharashtra (802),
Punjab (416), Uttar Pradesh
(294) and Bihar (294).

The top five states where
maximum trains terminated
are Uttar Pradesh (1,682),
Bihar (1,495), Jharkhand
(197), Odisha (187), West
Bengal (156).

The Ministry of Home
Affairs permitted movement
of stranded persons through
special trains on May 1, after
the plight of migrant work-
ers, who had started walking
from several urban centres to
their villages hundreds of
kilometres away, grabbed
headlines.
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It will help drive up invest-
ment in cold storages and
modernization of the food
supply chain, it said.

The government further
said that while liberalizing
the regulatory environment
has also ensured that the inter-
est of consumers is safeguard-
ed.

It has been provided in the
Amendment, that in situa-
tions such as war, famine,
extraordinary price rise and
natural calamity, such agricul-

tural foodstuff can be regulat-
ed. However, the installed
capacity of a value chain par-
ticipant and the export
demand of an exporter will
remain exempted from such
stock limit imposition so as to
ensure that investments in
agriculture are not discour-
aged, it said. "The amendment
announced will help both
farmers and consumers while
bringing in price stability. It
will also prevent wastage of
agri-produce that happens due
to lack of storage facilities," it
added.

Four doctors
among 7 +ve cases...
Continued from page 1

Over the past three days, they
came in contact with over
150 patients, including elder-
ly persons. However, Health
Department officials are yet to
track several of their contacts
who had thronged the hospi-
tal from different parts of the
state. Sources said that they
could track mere 15 primary
contacts and 5 secondary ones. 

"The number of Covid-19
cases has increased enormous-
ly since May 16. Doctors on
duty have been treating over
100 patients on a daily basis.
We appeal to patients to
immediately inform the near-
est health centre if there are
coronovirus symptoms. We

have home quarantined hospi-
tal staffers who are asympto-
matic. Over 50 members have
been home quarantined",
sources said. Of the total 302
samples sent for testing about
65 tested negative.

‘Cancel exams’ now
rallying cry of ...
Continued from page 1

I feel that's not a risk worth
taking at the moment. I am of
the opinion that the govern-
ment should consider this
academic year as 'zero year',
and conduct the exams only
next year."

Last month the Telangana
High Court (HC) had permit-
ted the state government to
hold SSC exams after the first
week of June. A division bench
comprising Chief Justice
Raghavendra Singh Chauhan
and Justice B. Vijaysen Reddy
directed the government to
review the Covid-19 situa-
tion on June 3 to see if exams
can be held from June 8. 

"Let's not jump the gun, and

wait for what the High Court
has to say about the matter,"
says S. Srinivas Reddy, hon-
ourary president of the
Telangana Recognised Schools
Managements Association
(TRSMA). "10th standard
examinations are public
exams. It's not right that the
government promotes all stu-
dents without testing their
abilities. The HC will review
the situation and decide if the
current coronavirus situation
is fit for SSC examinations or
not. However, I feel that no
one should be promoted just
like that."Meanwhile, OU and
JNTU too are gearing up to
conduct annual examinations
for many courses during 
June. 
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Continued from page 1

According to the Chief
Minister, if farmers cultivate
only crops that are in demand,
agriculture would become
profitable and farmers would
never face a situation where
they would not get good prices
for their produce. Ultimately,
the official machinery, with
the support and cooperation of
farmers, would make the reg-
ulated farming policy agrand
success, with overall benefits
for the farming community in
the State, the Chief Minister
opined.

The Chief Minister pointed
out that though the country
had achieved food security,
emphasis on nutritional food
is lacking. People are eating
whatever they could, but not
the food with right nutrition-
al values. People should be
encouraged to eat food that is
rich in vitamins and proteins
and the cropping pattern
should reflect these funda-
mentals.  Along with the life
expectancy of people, their
immune system should be
strengthened so that they can
fight diseases, the CM said.

Highlights of CM's sug-

gestions:

- Officials should prepare
exact estimates on the eating
habits of people in the coun-
try and in the State. Identify
which region, area in the
country/state needs which

type of food. Find out which
types of crops are in great
demand in the world market.
Based on this data, crops
should be cultivated in the
State. Don’t limit this process
to one year. This should be a
continuous process. For this,
the government is appointing
Agriculture Products
Marketing Committee.
Experts and specialists in the
field would be appointed on
the Committee. The
Committee will study the
demand of agriculture

products worldwide, mar-
keting, pricing and related
issues. It will recommend
crops which could be culti-
vated profitably. So, cultiva-
tion should be done as per
the suggestions of the com-
mittee. - There is a need to
increase yield in the agricul-
ture sector. There are sever-
al changes in cultivation
methods. There should be
scientific basis for the use of
fertilisers and pesticides.
Quality seeds should be
sowed. Mechanization should
increase in agriculture.
Cultivation should be done in
tune with the mechaniza-
tion. The government will
appoint an Agriculture
Research Committee to study
and make suitable recom-
mendations. Cultivation
methods should be done as
suggested by this Committee.

- Cotton is grown in vast
extent in Telangana State. 
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The researchers sequenced 64
genomes.

"Here is a fresh preprint on
genome analysis of SARS-
CoV2 spread in India. The
results show a distinct cluster
of virus population, unchar-
acterised thus far, which is
prevalent in India - called the
Clade A3i," the CCMB tweet-
ed. This cluster seems to
have originated from an out-
break in February 2020, and
spread through India. This
comprises 41 per cent of all
SARS-CoV2 genomes from
Indian samples, and 3.5 of
global genomes submitted
into public domain, it said.

The CCMB is a laboratory
under the Council for Scientific
and Industrial Research.
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"Under Mission
VandeBharat, AI will be oper-
ating 75 flights from India to
select destinations in USA
and Canada from 9th to 30th
June 2020. Bookings on these
flights, ex India only, will ten-
tatively be open from 1700
Hrs on 5th June 2020 only
through Air India website,"
the national carrier said on its
website.

Air India and its sub-
sidiary, Air India Express,
operated 64 flights under
phase one of the mission.
They plan to operate around
300 flights in the ongoing
phase two of the mission to
evacuate a total of 70,000
Indians stranded globally.
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Continued from page 1

The state government was
represented by lawyer G N
Reddy who said the high
court order was against using
flags' colours of political par-
ties on government buildings
including panchayat
bhawans'. Recently, the the
high court at Vijayawada
ordered removal of the
colours that resemble those of
political party flags on the
government buildings with-
in ten days. It had also
ordered their re-painting.

RTC city services...
Continued from page 1

Normally, at least 33 lakh per-
sons travel daily by city buses.
It was felt that people are not
keen on travelling on shared
basis in autorickshaws in view
of the risks involved in coro-
na times. 

Likewise, Metro Rail is like-
ly to resume its operations
from the third week of June.
As the state and central gov-
ernments have eased lock-
down curbs, green light is
likely to be issued for the

operation of Metro Rail. 
Presently, three coaches

of a Metro Rail train accom-
modate at least 1,000 com-
muters. Given the Corona
threat, Metro trains are like-
ly to be operated at 50-60 per
cent occupancy so as to
ensure physical distance
among users. So, only 500 to
600 commuters may be
allowed in each train.  Circles
will be drawn in the com-
partments to enable people
to obser ve physical  
distance. 

���>�?@�@�
Continued from page 1

Two transfusions were given to
each of the 5 patients. After the
completion of therapy, all the
5 patients reported clinical
improvement. P1311 has
already been discharged, 3 are
no longer oxygen-dependent,
and P1647 is under intermit-
tent dependency.”
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Smugglers are now resorting to
vegetable transport vehicles
to move drugs around the
borders as they can masquer-
ade their consignment among
the essential services, claim
excise officials who unearthed
a racket with the new modus
operandi.

The seizure was of the third
such smuggling trip which
happened in the past 15 days,
while this time it was banana
cluster, last consignment was
sent hidden under ladies fin-
gers batch, said N Anji Reddy,
the Assistant Excise
Superintendent of the
Enforcement team,
Hyderabad. 

The contraband ladden
vehicle was en route to the
Dhoolpet area, infamously
known as the ganja hub of
Hyderabad, was waylaid and
seized by the officials of Excise
Enforcement of Hyderabad
on Monday. The officials
seized 55 kilos of marijuana,

worth more than Rs 10 lakh in
the local market, from the pos-
session of three men.

The Dhoolpet Prohibition
and Excise station, under
which areas including
Mangalhat, Seetarambagh,
Jiyaguda, Jummerat Bazaar,
Upper Dhoolpet and Lower

Dhoolpet come, are notorious
for its standoff with ganja
smugglers. According to offi-
cials, the ganja is smuggled
into the city from Odisha and
Andhra Pradesh in large quan-
tities. "It is then supplied to
clients in various parts of the
city froms Dhoolpet by fami-

lies and individuals," officials
said. Apart from arresting the
persons involved in sale of the
contraband, cops are also
detaining and counselling
those who are coming to the
area to buy ganja. 

"The ganja is mostly pro-
cured by youngsters, mainly
engineering and management
students, IT company profes-
sionals, foreign students and
also daily wagers in the city.
The drug trade is profitable as
there is a huge margin and it
is attracting several people
from Dhoolpet into the trade,"
officials said.

With stringent vigil on ped-
dlers in Dhoolpet,
Nanakramguda and other hot
spots in the city, consumers
and suppliers are also opting
to smuggle the drugs them-
selves to make profit. "While
1 kg of the contraband costs
up to Rs 20,000 in Dhoolpet,
it is Rs 4,000 to Rs 5,000 per
kg in Araku," sources said,
adding that lockdown effect
has put a stop to that in the
part quarter. 
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Hospitals cite non-availability of ventilators, no vacancy of beds  
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Gandhi Hospital doctors have
been not backtracking in their
combat against Coronavirus in
spite of loss of personal life,
while some private hospitals are
refusing to treat emergency
cases.

They cite non-availability of
ventilators and no vacancy of
beds as the reasons and refer
the patients to Gandhi
Hospital. These hospitals are
not entertaining patients if
they have cold, cough and
fever. The emergency cases
include kidney failure, dia-
betes, hypertension and others.
If they did not get treatment on
time, it would be a great risk for
them.

If the number of Covid cases
increase in future, the Gandhi
Hospital will be full. Moreover,
the emergency cases which
the private hospitals refuse to
treat are being referred to the
Gandhi Hospital. If the patients
referred by private hospitals
have no Covid symptoms, they
are being referred to Osmania
Hospital if the number of out-

patients visiting the OP depart-
ment of Osmania Hospital is
any indication. Daily on an
average 1100 to 1200 patients
visit the OU out-patient
department.

The medical officers in
Gandhi Hospital work in three
shifts. Gandhi Hospital doctors

who worked for 24 hours
undergo quarantine for five
days and report for work.
Increasing Covid cases put
pressure on nurses, doctors
and class-IV employees. The
medical experts suggest
decreasing work load on
Gandhi Hospital staff.
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Minister for Animal
Husbandry Talasani Srinivas
Yadav on Wednesday flagged
off 15 battery-run mobile out-
lets of Vijaya Dairy in the first
phase at Vijaya Dairy head-
quarters in Lalapet after dis-
tributing them to beneficiaries. 

The Telangana State
Cooperative Dairy
Development Federation, the
producer and seller of Vijaya
Telangana brand milk and
milk products, has procured
battery operated vehicles, e-
carts that will take range of its
products to the doorsteps of
the consumers. Dairy chair-
man Loka Bhuma Reddy,
managing director Srinivasa
Rao and Tarnaka corporator
Alakuntla Saraswati and oth-
ers were also present. 

The new outlets are flagged
off to take the most popular
Vijaya Dairy products closer to
the people.  There are plans to
launch 100 such mobile outlets
under the GHMC limits and
10 each in the erstwhile dis-
tricts of Telangana. The target

is to increase their number to
1,000 in future, he said. 

The cost of each mobile
outlet is Rs 2.25 lakh, out of
which dairy and beneficiary
bears it in 30:70 ratio. 

The mobile outlets help
increase Vijaya Dairy products
sales besides helping the
unemployed to find suitable
employment. 

He hinted at pressing into
service 500 such mobile outlets

in highways, tourist places
and near temples in a month. 

Expressing the concern that
Chief Minister K
Chandrashekar Rao has for
development of dairy in
Telangana, the Minister said
that KCR announced a bonus
of Rs 4 per litre on procure-
ment price of milk.

The government has a
scheme to supply dairy ani-
mals on subsidy.
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The resumption of economic
activity with easing of lock-
down has provided a breather
to some sections of profession-
als reeling under the lockdown
for over two months but one
section which is yet to see any
hope are teachers of private
schools.

With uncertainty continu-
ing over re-opening of schools,
there are no hopes of an early
end to the hardships of thou-
sands of teachers.

While teachers of govern-
ment-run schools are not
badly impacted as they were at
least paid 50 per cent salaries
and they are sure to get the
deducted salaries in future, the
teachers in private schools,
especially those in small
unaided schools are the worst
affected.

Drawing meagre salaries
between Rs 4,000 and Rs
12,000, it is a hand-to-mouth
existence for many. Most of
them have not received
salaries for three months.
While dignity held them back
from reaching out for help,
there were also instances

where some had to approach
the NGOs for food ration to
save themselves and their fam-
ilies from starvation.

The managements of some
schools showed magnanimity
to pay salaries for March and
made part payment for April
but teachers in majority of
schools have not received
salaries for three months.

With a salary of Rs 15,000,
he is the only earning member
of my family and has to also
take care of an ailing father.
With no salary since March,
he had to approach a private
financier to borrow on 5 per
cent interest.

Syed Mohsin Ali and his
wife work at Zahra High
School together earning about
Rs 15,000 per month. Ali's wife
is afflicted with polio and
they have a seven-month old
child born premature. 
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The National Commission for
Women on Wednesday sought
intervention from Telangana
Police over threats of murder,
gang rape and acid attack
received by actress Meera
Chopra.

Chopra approached the
NCW on Twitter over the
threats she has been receiving
on social media.

"@NCWIndia @shar-
marekha @hydcitypolice
@Twitter please take action
against these account holders.
They are openly #slutsham-
ming threatening of #gan-
grape, #acidattack , #murder.
This cannot go unnoticed,"
Chopra said.

Responding, the NCW said
the matter has been taken up
with the Telangana Police and
a case has been registered with
their cyber cell.

According to the sources,
actress Meera Chopra was the
victim of rape and death
threats by Jr NTR fans on

Wednesday following an inter-
active twitter session in which
she said that she did not know
who Junior NTR was.

The incident occurred after
the actress began an interactive
session on Twitter. During the
session, a Twitter user asked
the actress about Tollywood
actor Junior NTR, to which she
replied that she didn't know
him and was not his fan.

Following her reply, Twitter
handles bearing pictures of
the NTR, claiming to be his
fans, began a campaign filled
with hatred targeting the actr-
ess and threatened her with
dire consequences, gangrape
threats, sexually abusive com-
ments, slut shaming and even
wished that her parents suffer
a death by Coronavirus. 

Meera Chopra then tweeted
out to the Tollywood actor say-
ing, "I didn't know that I will
be abused, just because I like
Tollywood actor Mahesh Babu
more than you. And your fans
will send my parents such
wishes. Do you feel successful
with such fan following? I
hope you don't ignore my
tweet!" she tweeted, tagging Jr
NTR. 

In another tweet, the actress
wrote, "Well I didn't know not
being somebody's fan was a
crime. I want to say this aloud
to all the girls that if you are not
a fan of @tarak9999, you could
be raped, murdered, gan-
graped, your parents could be
killed as tweeted by his fans.
They are totally spoiling the
name of their idol." (sic)

The actress then wrote to the
Hyderabad Police tagging their
accounts and seeking action
attaching the screenshots of the
abusive tweets. The tollywood
actor's fans were using abusive
hashtags. Many twitter users
also questioned NTR's silence
on the issue. Despite the hor-
rendous nature of the tweets,
tweets were also seen defend-
ing the tollywood actor.
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Telangana Governor and
Chancellor of Osmania
University Dr Tamilisai
Soundararajan interacted with
registrar Prof Ch Gopal Reddy,
controller of examinations Prof
Sriram Venkatesh and ten
other professors of Osmania
University through videocon-
ference on Wednesday. The
university functionaries briefed
the Governor about the activ-
ities of the university, various
initiatives undertaken to
improve quality access, revis-
ing the syllabi, utilisation of
Rashtriya Uchchatar Shiksha
Abhiyan (RUSA) funds and
others. The Governor enquired
about academic, administrative
aspects, such as infrastructure
facilities, hostel facilities, var-

ious courses, online classes,
introduction of new courses,
land disputes, faculty posi-
tion, connecting with the
alumni. 

The Governor advised the
Osmania University func-
tionaries to see that the her-
itage structures and other
infrastructure are protected
and encourage new innovative
courses.

She directed the officials to
improvise the syllabi and safe-
guard the university lands.

The Governor told the offi-
cials to see that the pass per-
centage is improved and utilise
the very big resource of univer-
sity alumni. The registrar has
been asked to furnish complete
details of land disputes relating
the University to Raj Bhavan,
to take care of the issue by

effective handling of the dis-
putes by taking expert legal
advice. 

The Governor assured that
the issues relating to the uni-
versity such as large vacancies
of faculty positions, vacancies
of non-teaching staff, land
issues will be taken up positive-
ly with the government, and
see that they are effectively
addressed to. 
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Union Minister of State for
Home and Secunderabad MP
G Kishan Reddy requested
Chief Minister K
Chandrashekhar Rao to per-
sonally intervene and expe-
dite land acquisition for the
proposed four-lane flyover at
Amberpet crossroads on
National Highway-202.

He said even two years
after the foundation stone
was laid, the Greater
Hyderabad Municipal
Corporation (GHMC) failed
to acquire necessary land
and transfer it to the contrac-
tor concerned.

In a letter to the Chief
Minister on Wednesday, the
Union Minister said the
Central and the State govern-
ments jointly took up con-
struction of the flyover to
ease traffic on the 6 number
route at Amberpet cross
roads. Union Minister for
Road Transport and
Highways laid the foundation
stone for the flyover and also
sanctioned Rs 76.33 crore
for its construction.

"As the land acquisition is
within the purview of the
State government, the
GHMC was expected to com-
plete the task by paying com-
pensation to the oustees and
handover the land to the
contractor concerned for tak-
ing up construction.
However, there has been no
action in this regard even
after two years. I request you
to personally intervene to
complete the long-pending
issue," he said.
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A car belonging to Telangana
Chief Minister K
Chandrashekhar Rao was
booked for overspeeding in
Hyderabad. The Cyberabad
Traffic Police issued a challan
to a car, a white Land Cruiser,
in CM KCR's convoy for over-
speeding. 

As per the challan record,
on June 1, the vehicle was cau-
ght overspeeding in Hydera-
bad and a fine was slapped.

Police records show the
vehicle already has three pend-
ing fines. On learning about
the traffic violations of the
vehicle, they have promptly
paid the fine amount on
Wednesday.
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A 16-year-old minor girl was
rescued by an NGO from the
city after she was married to
a 23-year-old youth by her
family in the Kandlakoya
area near Gundlapochamp-
ally of Malkajgiri-Medchal in
the outskirts of Hyderabad.

Achyuta Rao, the president
of the child rights organiza-
tion, Balala Hakkula
Sangham, said that the inci-
dent took place at a temple in
Hyderabad on June 1 at 1 pm.
The 23-year-old man is
reportedly a daily wage con-
struction worker, whose fam-
ily hails from neighboring
Andhra Pradesh.

As their parents did not
accept their relationship, they
went to a temple and got
married with the help of
some other elders. She will be
at rescue home till she beco-
mes an adult," sources said. 

The 24-year-old young-
ster  was booked under sec-
tion 376 of IPC besides rele-
vant sections of the POCSO
Act. 
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Vigilance officials conduct-
ed a raid on Echo Agro
Seeds godown on
Wednesday and recovered
spurious seeds worth Rs 31
lakh and found difference in
the date of testing and pack-
ing the seeds.

The spurious seeds seized
were that of maize, sun-
flower and jowar.

The officials recovered
1,529 maize seeds packets
worth Rs 12.24 lakh and
1,210 packets of sunflower
seeds worth Rs 18.76 lakh.

The seized seeds were
given to the agriculture offi-
cer and registered case
against the manufacturers
of spurious seeds under the
Telangana Seeds Act and
under the IPC.
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In the second incident report-
ed in a week, a minor fire
broke out on the terrace of
the City Civil Courts at
Chatta Bazaar on Wednesday
morning.

According to the police, a
few wooden sticks and
garbage kept on the terrace of
the court building caught
fire. A fire tender from the
Moghalpura fire station
rushed to the spot and
doused the fire. 

No persons were injured in
the mishap, said fire officials.

On Saturday, a minor fire
had broke out in the canteen
in the court compound.
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The Singareni Collieries
Company Limited (SCCL) has
incurred a loss of Rs 1,477.08
crore during the past two
months due to lockdown con-
ditions. The loss to SCCL was
unheard of during the past two
decades or so. 

The loss of production in
April and May is put at 44 per
cent as only 62-lakh tonnes of
coal could be mined as against
the target of 1.19-crore tonnes.
Another contributing factor for
the SCCL to sustain losses is
halting the coal production in
underground mines from
April 1. Though the coal min-
ing commenced in them from
May 21, the production of
coal is not considerable. 

The SCCL sells majority of
the coal produced to thermal
power stations and other
industries. With the clamping
of lockdown in the country, the
demand for power has come
down. The country-wise
power demand per day was put
at 1,70,000 MW, but it nose-
dived to 1,16,000 MW during
the lockdown. Telangana wit-
nessed the peak level demand
of 13,168 MW on February 28,
but it nosedived to 4,500 MW
at one point during the lock-
down.

The SCCL sells coal to ther-
mal power stations in Andhra
Pradesh, Telangana,
Maharashtra, Karnataka and
Tamil Nadu. These states
stopped coal purchase as they
felt it not necessary to produce
thermal power. The SCCL
earns Rs 300 crore for every
sale of one million tonnes of
coal. But the coal sales dropped
by five million tonnes during
the past two months. The
SCCL set a target to sell 7 crore
tonnes of coal during 2020-21,
which is 80 lakh tonnes more

than the last-year's target. Last
year, the SCCL targeted to
produce 6.70 crore tonnes of
coal, but it fell short of the tar-
get by 50 lakh tonnes. 

Because of the lockdown
clamped in the state, it is
doubtful for the SCCL to meet
the 7 crore tonnes of coal pro-
duction target this year.
Normally, the SCCL earns 10
per cent of the revenue as prof-
its. As its revenue dropped by
Rs 1,477 crore, obviously the
SCCL sustained a loss of Rs
147 crore in revenue.
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BJP Telangana State president
and Karimnagar MP Bandi
Sanjay Kumar on Wednesday
demanded a detailed probe
into the accident at Open
Cast Mine of SCCL. He said
the issue will be taken up with
the Union Minister concerned
seeking an inquiry by the
Directorate General of Mines
Safety. 

In a statement, Sanjay
alleged that the Singareni
management failed to ensure
safety of workers with some
officers colluding with the
contractors for bribes. He
alleged that the overburden
works were given to some
TRS leaders who ignored all
safety norms. He demanded
that compensation should be
paid to the bereaved families
immediately, apart from pro-
viding job to one member of
the family.

Moreover, the state gov-
ernment's only agenda is earn-
ing money but not workers'
welfare, he lamented.  Last
month, in 11-A coal mine in
Ramagundam division, a coal
miner Sanjiv was found dead
due to official negligence. His
body was fished out 11 days
after the incident. In another
accident that took palce in coal
mine in Ramagundam, four
workers were killed while fix-

ing powerful explosives. Rules
to be implemented while fix-
ing them were thrown to
winds, he alleged. While blast-
ing the coal mines, there
should be experts nearby
supervising the activities, but
SCCL authorities failed to
implement the rules, he
alleged. The Chief Minister, K
Chandrasekhar Rao, is neglect-
ing the coal belt area which
played a pivotal rule in the
movement for Telangana, he
said. It was shameful that the
CM chose not to respond on
the accident leading to death of
four coal miners, he said. 

��
� ;$���� ��

Telangana Pradesh Congress
Committee (TPCC)
Treasurer Gudur
Narayana Reddy
alleged that Chief
Minister K
Chandrashekhar
Rao's graph on per-
formance and popu-
larity was on decline.
Addressing a press confer-
ence at Gandhi Bhavan on
Wednesday, Narayana Reddy
said that the Chief Minister
was confined to Pragathi

Bhavan enjoying a lavish
lifestyle and taking very little
interest in administration. 

Citing a recent survey
done by a familiar

national agency, he
said that KCR
ranked 16th among
31 Chief Ministers
in the country in

terms of perfor-
mance-based popular-

ity. He said KCR has
scored a mere 54% in the sur-
vey. This percentage would've
been much lower if the survey
is done on local parameters, he

said. Narayana Reddy said that
the survey's findings were very
close to reality, if not exact. He
said KCR has lost sense of
accountability towards peo-
ple. 

"KCR apparently feels that
he is not answerable to anyone
for anything. He is neither lis-
tening to opposition parties
nor answering questions from
the media. The dictatorial atti-
tude got embedded in his
character to the extent that he
is considering everyone who is
questioning his decisions as his
personal enemy.
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Congress MLA Jagga Reddy
on Wednesday urged the
State government to exempt
people from paying proper-
ty tax in rural and urban
areas for one year as all sec-
tions of society, especially
the poor and middle classes,
encountered problems during
the lockdown period. 

He said that he would
address a letter to the Chief
Minister K Chandrashekhar
Rao requesting him to waive
the property tax or exempt
the people from paying the
tax. Similarly, he said he
would request the Chief
Minister to waive power bills
for six months. 

Currently, the people are
not in a position to pay EMIs
on loans every month.
Therefore, he wanted the
government to come to their
rescue by paying the EMIs on
behalf of the people. Further,
he advised the government
against collecting water bill
up to one year. Similarly, he
suggested to the government
to waive power bills for
industries for six months.
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Minister for Energy G
Jagadish Reddy on
Wednesday launched
scathing attack on Congress
leaders for staging protests on
State Formation Day.
Addressing media after tak-
ing part in the sensitisation
programme on regulatory
farming here on Wednesday,
the Minister doubted
whether Congress leaders
cherish statehood to
Telangana at all. On the day
of statehood, people cele-
brate the occasion, but
Congress leaders observed
protests. During the Congress
regime, Krishna waters share
of the region was looted. He
questioned whether the
Somasila, Kandaleru and
Brahmamgari Matham pro-
jects were built during the
undivided AP or not.  The
Minister dared the Congress
and BJP to make public their
stand on the GO. No 203,
issued by the AP government.
The TRS activities are limit-
ed to Telangana, he said ques-
tioning the Opposition on
where is the need for the TRS
to be in hand-in-glove with
the AP political outfits.   

0��
���	1��	�	��	����	�����
��	���	2�����	
��
� ;$���� ��

TRS working president KTR
wishes every important leader
of the party on their birthdays.
Wednesday happens to be the
birthday of Finance Minister
Harish Rao and KTR sent his
special greetings to his 'Bava'
(brother-in-law).

"Many returns of the day to
Hon'ble Finance Minister, the
dynamic & workaholic
@trsharish Garu who cele-
brates his birthday today. May
you live a healthy, happy,
peaceful & long life in public
service bava. Always a pleasure
working with you either on

political or Govt forums,"
tweeted KTR while sharing
his pictures with Harish. 

Former Nizamabad MP
Kavitha too wished Harish
sharing an old picture. "Happy

Birthday Bawa," wrote Kavitha.
Meanwhile, Harish Rao has
appealed to his followers to stay

away from birthday celebra-
tions. He thanked them for
their blessings and affection.
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In a relief to 120 farmers of
Allipur village of Chinna
Kondur mandal in Siddipet
district and Ananthagiri village
of Ellanthakunta mandal in
Rajanna Sircilla districts of
the state, the Telangana High
Court on Wednesday held that
the petitioner were entitled to
lump sum compensation for
their lands as per section 31 A

of the Land Acquisition Act
2013. 

It asked the state govern-
ment to complete process of re-
determination of the compen-
sation for lands structures and
determination of the lump
sum rehabilitation and re-set-
tlement under the section to
each of the all petitioners and
make the payment to them
within 3 months by taking into
account the amount already

received by them. 
It also asked the state gov-

ernment to pay Rs 2,000 each
of the 120 petitioners towards
cost taking the total amount to
Rs 2.4 lakh. A division bench
comprising of Justice MS
Ramachandra Rao and Justice
K Lakshman passed the final
orders while dealing with a
batch of four writ petitions
filed by the farmers between
2017 to 2019. 
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BJP Kisan Morcha on
Wednesday objected to State
Government taking agricul-
ture into its hands through
encouraging regulated agricul-
ture and demanded it to con-
duct soil tests and give soil
health cards to farmers utilis-
ing the Rs 125 crore released

by the Centre in 2014 for the
purpose.  They submitted a
memorandum to agriculture
joint director Sujata on
Wednesday. The memoran-
dum accused the TRS govern-
ment of denying the benefits
under Rytu Bandhu scheme,
banking on which the TRS
government rode to power for
the second term.
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M
umbai and neigh-
bouring areas on
Wednesday braced

for Cyclone Nisarga as it
slammed the coast with wind
speeds of up to 120 kmph after
tens of thousands of people in
its path were evacuated, trains
rescheduled, flights cancelled,
fishermen ordered out of the
seas and rescue workers put
on standby.

Nisarga blew in from the
Arabian Sea, making landfall
at the coastal town Alibaug at
around 12.30 pm and the
process will finish by 4 pm,
officials said. Already down
on its knees from the raging
COVID-19 pandemic,
Mumabi will be hit by a
cyclone for the first time in 72
years, Adam Soebel, a profes-
sor of atmospheric science at
Columbia University in New
York, tweeted.

Earlier, Soebel had said the
last severe cyclone to hit
Mumbai was 1891 but on
Wednesday corrected to say
the city was hit by a cyclone in
1948. 

"It is likely to cross with an
intensity of a severe cyclonic
storm close to south of
Alibaug," India Meteorological

Department (IMD) Mumbai's
deputy director general of
meteorology K S Hosalikar
said.

"At that time, its speed is
likely to be 100 kmph to 110
kmph, he added.

Steeped in colonial history,
Alibaug is a quaint little town
located about 110 km from
Mumbai, and is dotted with
sandy beaches, unpolluted air
and several forts and temples.
A speedboat from Mumbai to
Mandwa jetty near Alibaug
takes 20 minutes and is an
easy option for those wishing
to avoid the arduous road
journey. It is also home to
many Bollywood stars and

other rich people. 
Nisarga, which is also

expected to pummel the
coastline of Gujarat besides
Maharashtra, comes a week
after Cyclone Amphan
wreaked havoc in West
Bengal.

Hosalikar said Mumbai,
Thane, Raigad and Palghar
will be hit with winds of up to
100 kmph to 110 kmph. The
IMD said the storm may also
gust to 120 kmph. The winds
will be accompanied by  heavy
to very heavy rainfall in the
coastal districts of the state.

The department has fore-
cast the storm will have an
impact on areas in North

Maharashtra, Pune,
Ahmednagar.

The department has said
kuccha houses, trees, electric
poles may fall as they may not
be able to withstand the speed
of the storm.

Pune-based Sucheta
Nadkarny, 81, who lived in
Mumbai suburb Vile Parle in
1948 said, "I remember huge
trees in our area were uproot-
ed and plants in our garden
destroyed.

"I was 10 years old then and
remember this because my
mother was heartbroken as
the plants she had lovingly
nurtured were destroyed,"
Nadkarny said.

The state government
authorities have already asked
people in vulnerable areas to
shift to safer places.

Bracing for the impact of
what is being billed as the
most severe cyclone to hit
Mumbai, the Central Railway
(CR) rescheduled special
trains and many airlines also
cancelled their Mumbai oper-
ations.

The CR has rescheduled,
diverted and regulated some
trains on Wednesday, an offi-
cial said. 
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Security forces on Wednesday
killed terror outfit Jaish-e-
Mohammad's (JeM) top IED
expert Abdul Rehman alias
'Fauji Bhai', who was an
Afghan war veteran, besides
two local militants during an
encounter in Pulwama district
of South Kashmir, police said.

"The killing of Abdul
Rehman alias Fauji Bhai alias
Fauji Baba, a Pakistani nation-
al, is a big success for securi-
ty forces as he was a master in
assembling improvised explo-
sive devices for JeM," Inspector
General of Police Vijay Kumar
told reporters here.

Kumar said the slain Jaish
terrorist was active in south
Kashmir since 2017 and had
taken part in armed action
against the allied forces in vio-
lence-ridden Afghanistan in
the past.

The IGP claimed that Fauji
Baba had managed to escape
when security forces intercept-
ed the IED laden car in
Pulwama on May 28.

"We had promised you that
day we will get him soon.
Today we did. Whether he was
involved in 2019 car bombing
attack on CRPF convoy, I can-
not say for sure but he was
active in Pulwama at that
time," he said in response to a

question.
Asked if Fauji Baba was the

nephew of Jaish chief Masood
Azhar, Kumar said, "There is
no confirmation of that. You
are only running it (on TV
channels)."

He said there were at least
two more IED experts among
the Jaish ranks in Kashmir,
Walid Bhai and Lambu Bhai,
and the security forces were
working to get them too.

"We have had major suc-
cesses this year as we have
eliminated top commanders of
Hizbul Mujahideen Reyaz
Naikoo and poster boy Junaid
Sehrai, Lashkar chief Haider in
Handwara and now Fauji
Baba," he added.
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Cyclone 'Nisarga' has made
landfall near Alibaug on
Maharashtra coast with the
wind speed of more than 110
kms per hour and heavy rainfall,
leading to falling of many trees
and electricity poles, a Raigad
district official said.

The cyclone hit areas near
Dive Agar in Shrivardhan, 87
kms away from Raigad, district
collector Nidhi Choudhary said.

"Due to the impact of the
gusting winds, many trees and
electric poles fell down in
Shrivardhan as well as in
Alibaug," the collector said.

She said 13,541 people have
been shifted to safer places so far.
"We have identified 62 villages
in the radius of five kilometres
near the coastline (in Raigad)
and are taking extra precautions
there," the collector said.

She appealed to people to stay
indoors until Thursday morning
for their own safety. As per the
India Meteorological Department
(IMD), the landfall process start-
ed around 12.30 pm near
Alibaug, 95 kms from Mumbai.

"The right side of the wall

cloud passes through coastal
region of Maharashtra, mainly
the Raigad district. It will grad-
ually enter into Mumbai and
Thane districts during the next
three hours," the IMD said in a
statement.

Meanwhile, the collector said
the fallen trees and electricity

supply poles will be removed in
the next few days and replaced
with new poles.

"Not only the coastal areas in
Raigad, but residents of towns
like Roha, Tala, Sudhagad,
Khalapur, Mangaon, Panvel and
Poladpur will also have to
remain alert," she said.
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The Delhi High Court has
asked Google LLC to remove
from Youtube the Hindi movie
'Saheb Biwi aur Gangster'
which according to its co-pro-
ducer has been uploaded ille-
gally on the social media plat-
form.

Justice Rajiv Shakdher in an
interim order on Tuesday,
directed Youtube to take down
the movie within 48 hours, but
its lawyer said that the platform
has been taken over by US-
based Google LLC which will
comply with the direction.

The high court recorded
the statement made by the
lawyer appearing for Youtube
and listed the matter for further
hearing on July 9.

The order came on a lawsuit
filed by the movie's co-produc-
er, Rahul Mitra, who has
claimed that Tigmanshu
Dhulia, the other producer, has
assigned to him all the rights

in the film.
In his plea, Mitra has con-

tended that uploading of the
subject movie on Youtube has
degraded his rights.

He claimed that he was suf-
fering a huge monetary loss as
he is not in a position to sell
rights in the movie to video
streaming platforms like
Amazon Prime Video and
Netflix. 

The high court issued notice
to Youtube and Google LLC

seeking their response to the
lawsuit. During the proceed-
ings held via video conferenc-
ing, Youtube's lawyer told the
court that it is only an inter-
mediary and, therefore, cannot
be held liable for uploading of
the movie on its platform . 

It also said that had the
plaintiff specified the uniform
resource locator or URL of the
works in which he had rights,
Youtube would have been in a
position to take down the

infringing material. Youtube
said that the plaintiff ought to
have impleaded in the suit the
person or entity which
uploaded the movie in ques-
tion. The high court, thereafter,
directed the plaintiff to make
the movie uploader a defen-
dant in the suit within five
days. "Furthermore, having
heard learned counsel for the
parties, I am inclined to direct
defendant No. 1 (Youtube) to
take down the subject movie.
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An Uttar Pradesh Congress
delegation on Wednesday
called upon Governor
Anandiben Patel at the Raj
Bhavan here to highlight the
alleged inhuman way of the
arrest and detention of the
party's state unit chief Ajay
Kumar Lallu.

Congress Legislative Party
leader in UP Assembly
Aradhana Mishra said, "A
delegation of the UP
Congress met the governor to
highlight the arrest of state
Congress chief Ajay Kumar
Lallu, which was done
because of the personal and
political vendetta, and then a
baseless case was registered
against him.” “He was arrest-
ed in an inhuman and non-
respectable way, she added in
her statement.
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The complete lockdown has
helped the Delhi government
in strengthening the city's
health infrastructure to effec-
tively battle COVID-19,
Delhi Deputy Chief Minister
Manish Sisodia said.

Addressing the "Cities
Against COVID19 - Global
Summit 2020" via video con-
ference on Tuesday, he men-
tioned key measures adopted
by the Delhi government to
contain the spread of the
dreaded virus. "As Delhi got
its first COVID 19 positive
case on March 2, it was very
important to curb the spread
of the disease. The total lock-
down enabled us to spread
awareness about the virus
among the citizens and
strengthen our health infra-
structure to effectively battle
the disease," he said.
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Karnataka Chief Minister B S
Yediyurappa on Wednesday
directed authorities to identi-
fy state level government
offices to be shifted from the
city to Suvarna Vidhana
Soudha in Belagavi within a
month and execute it, with an
aim to address regional imbal-
ance.

He also "warned" that he
would personally review func-
tioning of offices from there
before the next meeting, CMO
said in a statement.

Yediyurappa held a meeting
to review the functioning of
Public Works, Ports and Inland
Water Transport departments.
Suvarna Vidhana Soudha,
modelled on Vidhana Soudha,
the state secretariat in
Bengaluru, where legislature
session is held once a year, was
built as an assertion that
Belagavi is an integral part of
Karnataka.

Maharashtra claims Belagavi

should belong to it. Other
than the session held once a
year for about two weeks, the
building remains mostly
unutilised.

It has been long standing
demand of the people of north
Karnataka to shift some gov-
ernment offices to Suvarna
Vidhana Soudha in Belagavi,
aimed at addressing regional
imbalance, and for the benefit
of citizens of the regions, who
otherwise have to travel to

Bengaluru.
In 2018, then Congress-JDS

coalition government in the
state had given in principle
approval to shift some govern-
ment departments, boards and
commissions to the north
Karnataka region to address
the alleged discrimination.

At the meeting, the Chief
Minister also directed officials
to complete the work on roads
and bridges that was damaged
during the floods last year.
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A special Air India flight has
brought back 153 stranded
Indians from Dubai under
the Centre's Vande Bharat
Mission, Chandigarh interna-
tional airport officials said on
Wednesday.

The AI 1916 flight landed
at the international airport on
Tuesday night. 

This was the third flight
under the mission to land
here. Earlier, 244 Indians
were brought back through
special flights from New York
and Ukraine's capital Kiev.  

Eighty of the passengers
who landed on Tuesday here
belonged to Punjab, the offi-
cials said.  

Thirty-seven of them
belonged to Himachal
Pradesh; 13 from Haryana; 11
from Chandigarh; four each
from Delhi and J-K; and two
each from Uttarakhand and
Uttar Pradesh.
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T
here was no rest for the wicked
on the seventh day. The shoot-
ing of police officers on Monday
night in St Louis, Missouri and
Los Angeles opens a new phase

in the disorder that began in Minneapolis
on May 26. On Monday, Terrence Floyd,
the brother of George Floyd, the
Minneapolis man murdered on camera by
a police officer, called for calm. So did US
President Donald Trump, incongruously
waving a Bible in front of Washington DC’s
St John’s church, where every President
since 1815 has prayed and which rioters set
on fire on Sunday night. But on Monday
night, America’s tragedy moved closer to
catastrophe.

It’s not just that race is the American
agony and that African American men are
disproportionately likely to be targetted by
the police. A particular chain of events
turned the initial protests in Minneapolis
into nationwide protests, which turned into
violent riots. Some filmed evidence appears
to suggest that the crucial second phase of
these events, the phase in which protests
in poor and majority-Black neighbour-
hoods turned into confrontation with the
police and assaults on civic symbols, was
inflamed and exploited by the far Left.

This is why the violence must stop. Not
just because lives and property are being
lost. Not because it takes decades for an
inner-city neighborhood to recover from
an assault by its own residents. Not
because it shreds the tendrils of racial amity
that have grown since the civil rights
reforms of the 1960s. But because the
course of events has at crucial moments
been directed by affluent Whites. And they
know that the butcher’s bill will not be
delivered to their suburban communities.

The Americans have a name for this:
White privilege. A few weeks ago, White
men protested the COVID-19 shutdown by
storming the Michigan statehouse in mil-
itary fatigues and carrying assault weapons.
The police allowed them to rampage
around the Statehouse while White protest-
ers shoved the police lines on the statehouse
steps and no one was injured. Pass a fake
$20 bill as George Floyd did, however, and
you risk a rapid escalation, which may end
in injury or death.

The same inequality of risk attaches to
the White grad student who dons the black
hoodie of Antifa and throws fireworks and
bottles at the police and the Black women
and children, who standing on the porch
of their home in Minneapolis, were shot at
by the national guard as one of the guards-
men shouted “Light ‘em up!”

It is inaccurate to say that all of Black
America is on the streets. Fifty years of
deindustrialisation and drugs have creat-
ed a Black underclass but 50 years of civil
rights and affirmative action have acceler-
ated the growth of the Black middle class.
In Atlanta, Georgia, the capital of the Black

middle class, initial protests did
not lead to open-ended rioting. 

The Mayor, who is White,
ventured onto the streets and
talked to protestors as equals.
In a further instance of the civic
responsibility that has been
lacking in most Democratic-
run States and cities, the local
rapper, Killer Mike, the son of
a police officer, issued an emo-
tional plea “not to burn your
house down.”

This kind of plea works
best if you have a house to burn
down. It doesn’t work on peo-
ple who have no property and
no prospects as in the heavily
Black neighborhoods of west-
ern Philadelphia, where heli-
copter footage showed the
police abandoning their cars to
entirely Black mobs. 

Nor does this appeal work
on people who have the luxu-
ry of burning down other peo-
ple’s homes and businesses —
and those people, the White
rioters, are the ones who com-
mandeered the initial protests
and forced them towards vio-
lent confrontation. 

Nearly half of the popula-
tion of Washington, DC is
Black. Yet some footage appears
to show hardly any non-White

faces among the mob who
attacked police outside the
White House and set fire to St
John’s church. Here in Boston,
we saw an orderly march from
a heavily Black neighbourhood
to the city centre, led by church
leaders. It was black-clad
Whites who fought the police
after the curfew. I observed
teenagers from my suburban
neighbourhood, students at
Ivy League colleges and exclu-
sive private schools, 
setting off in the black costume
of Antifa.

“It happens most often that
a people, which has supported
without complaint, as if they
were not felt, the most oppres-
sive laws, violently throws them
off as soon as their weight is
lightened,” Alexis de
Tocqueville wrote of the French
Revolution.

The radicalism of the
American Left is rarefied and
spoilt: More troubled by stu-
dent loans and an absence of
exciting jobs than failed schools
and police violence. Antifa’s
revolution, like that of 1968 and
most other Western revolu-
tions, is a “revolution of rising
expectations.” The concerns of
the young White men and

women, who are attacking the
police, are not those of the
young Black men who will be
killed in the nights to come. 

Most of the media endorse
the radical Left’s political cos-
tume drama. So do prominent
figures on the Democratic
Party’s Left, like Alexandria
Ocasio-Cortes and Keith
Ellison, the ex-Nation of Islam
agitator who was second-in-
charge of the Democratic
National Committee and is
now Minnesota’s Attorney-
General.

Like the White rioters, the
Democrats and their media
supports are also exploiting the
most disadvantaged among
their fellow Americans. They
are exploiting the suffering of
Black people in the hope of
winning November’s elections
by painting Donald Trump as
the second coming of George
Wallace.

This strategy is unlikely to
succeed. No candidate ever
harmed his chances by running
on a law and order ticket. Its
greater failure is, however,
moral.

(The writer is Life & Arts
editor of The Spectator (US).

(Courtesy: The Dawn)
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Sir — This refers to the editori-
al, “Boots on the street” (June 3).
Massive protests have erupted in
the US following the death of
George Floyd after a police offi-
cer knelt on his neck for more
than eight minutes while he was
handcuffed and his face pushed
to the ground. The officer, Derek
Chauvin, was responding to a call
about an alleged counterfeit bill
used at a store. He refused to
relent even though Floyd cried
out for help saying that he could
not breathe. Chauvin was fired
from his job the next day, along
with three others.

It is true that racial discrimi-
nation is still prevalent all over the
world. Racism has contaminated
the idea of solidarity in the US,
making it difficult for White peo-
ple from the underprivileged sec-
tions of society to empathise with
their compatriots from other races,
even though they are threatened
by the same social problems.

This incident is especially
shocking, given the American
ethos of being liberal towards
African-Americans or people
from diverse races. It is likely that
the officer’s actions were racially

motivated — many White
Americans still believe in racial
supremacy. The US Government
is often found to denounce
instances of discrimination in
other countries but its own
response to Floyd’s death has

been rather tepid. Is the US
regressing into the dark days
when African-Americans were
enslaved? This is indeed an affront
to Abraham Lincoln.

TK Nandanan
Kochi
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Sir — As the country emerges
from a two-month lockdown
and with a gradual ease in move-
ment, it has been seen that peo-

ple are not maintaining social dis-
tance at market and public places.
The dangers of the spread of
infection from Delhi to regions in
the NCR have increased signifi-
cantly. Strict guidelines as issued
by the Delhi Government to seal
the border need to be taken by
other State Governments. The
Government has relaxed some
rules after lockdown 4.0 but this
does not mean that people should
flout rules. Bypassing the rules
will be harmful to all.

Yugal Kishore Sharma
Faridabad
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Sir — There has been a growing
rhetoric on social media to boy-
cott Chinese goods and apps. But
a groundswell of anti-China opin-
ion may not be enough to take on
China for it has a good hold on the
Indian market. A sudden ban
will badly affect several sectors. We
must enhance economic compet-
itiveness and build capacity for
innovation to make the shift.

Shambhavi
Via email
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G
iven the agrarian crisis that the country had
been going through, which got exacerbat-
ed  by the pandemic, Finance Minister

Nirmala Sitharaman announced 11 measures to
boost the farm sector, ranging from the amend-
ment to the Essential Commodities Act to a �1 lakh
crore fund to boost agriculture infrastructure. The
changes announced in the rules of agriculture mar-
keting might provide  women and vulnerable sec-
tions easier access to markets.

The existing Agricultural Produce Market
Committee or APMC Act was planned to protect
the interests of the British Government, which
wanted to ensure the supply of pure cotton at rea-
sonable prices to the textile mills of Manchester.
The first regulated market (Karanja) under the
‘Hyderabad Residency Order’ was established in
1886 and the first legislation was the Berar
Cotton and Grain Market Act of 1887, which
empowered a British Resident to declare any place
in the assigned district as a market, for the sale and
purchase of agricultural produce and constitute a
committee to supervise the regulated markets. In
1928, the Royal Commission on Agriculture pro-
posed a regulation of marketing practices and the
establishment of regulated markets. The
Government of India prepared a ‘Model Bill’ in
1938 and circulated it to all the Indian States. It
became the guiding force for our APMC Act. So,
it is not difficult to infer why the spirit of the APMC
Act favours buyers rather than farmers. Of course,
some would argue that it allows States to protect
the farmers, as procurement is done under the
supervision and surveillance of the State. But many
mechanisms are available to protect the interests
of farmers rather than being discriminatory
against them.

The APMC Act designates a few patches as for-
mal procurement centres. Currently, there are only
6,746 pockets in a vast country like ours and this
allows limited buyers to purchase from farmers.
This is a classic case of a State-backed oligopson-
istic market structure, in which the number of buy-
ers is small while the number of sellers is large. This
gives enough power to buyers to pay the minimum
price to farmers. Ironically, the maximum distance
between a farmer and the mandi is five kilome-
tres (km) but our field information suggests a min-
imum of 30-40 km travel for a farmer out to sell
his produce. This means the APMC Act not only
gives oligopsonistic power to buyers but also cre-
ates a geographical monopoly for them.  

Further, the small number of APMCs and
traders poses a challenge for farmers to sell their
produce as they have to wait for days for their turn.
This makes some sense for big farmers but not for
small producers. Field data from Maharashtra,
Karnataka and Telangana shows a minimum of
three to five man-day loss for small farmers.

How the proposed changes will help: An
independent country should favour the margin-
alised and protect their interests. This proposed
change in agri-marketing rules is a step in that
direction. Hopefully, new rules will encourage big-
aggregators and start-ups to use technology in a
better way to procure directly from farmers. These
channels may be existent in pockets but operate
informally due to stringent market rules (procure-
ment and cross-border trade). A big push is nec-
essary to bring the changes on the ground. 

The pandemic is an opportunity to
deregulate agri-marketing effectively to
ensure social distancing. A perfect model
of social distancing could be doorstep col-
lection of agri-produce or at least at the
village/cluster level. As an experiment,
local collection centres were set up in
parts of Vidarbha region of Maharashtra
to procure agri-produce at the doorstep.
These also acted as local storage and sort-
ing facilities. All procurement activities
were done by women farmers who were
otherwise absent in post-harvest manage-
ment. The process was iterated with tur
daal. Calculations show that through this
process small farmers save about �175 per
50 kg of tur or approximately 10 per cent
of its price; which means a marginal
farmer can gain up to 10 per cent from
doorstep collection. A similar experiment
was done in other parts of Maharashtra
and other States like Telangana and
Karnataka. The outcome in those areas
was also on a similar line; of course with
a little variation.

Farmers can also minimise wastage
in the direct procurement system. For
example, a year ago the India
Development Foundation (IDF) studied
a vegetable value chain in Siddipet in
Telangana and found big savings when
Big Basket and Reliance Fresh started
procuring vegetables directly from the
farmers for their shops in Hyderabad.
Farmers used to get the order one-day in
advance and usually pluck the exact
amount and quality of vegetable demand-
ed. These are some out-of-the-box exper-
iments that reveal huge benefits for
small and marginal farmers through local
collection. 

New marketing rules should encour-
age such initiatives which are resilient in
the current context, efficient and pro-
farmer.

Gender aspect: The rising participa-

tion of women in farm work in India —
a phenomenon commonly referred to as
the feminisation of agriculture — is a
huge reality now. According to OXFAM
2018, the agriculture sector employs 80
per cent of all economically productive
women in India. They comprise 33 per
cent of the agricultural labour force and
48 per cent of self-employed farmers.
Despite their large contribution, women
continue to remain invisible in the rural
economy of India. Our critical evaluation
suggests that women are acting as non-
paid workers in agriculture or any other
traditional sector; be it handicraft or
weaving. Men are in control when it
comes to selling their products to man-
dis/APMCs or handicrafts to local
traders. 

A vast majority of women, particu-
larly in rural areas, are engaged in the
informal sector and derive their liveli-
hood from activities relating to agricul-
ture, handlooms and artisanal products.
Unfortunately, these women remain at
the lowest end of the value chain, with
their share in earnings being low out of
margins, which are even otherwise very
minuscule. In this context, there is scope
to increase their income by continuing
in the existing activity and becoming
organised as a collective, so as to pool
their output. 

Others can be helped by getting them
involved in some productive activity that
is or can be popularised in the locality,
and then selling the output as a group of
women producers.

Doorstep selling/localised procure-
ment will be liberating for women farm-
ers. It will open up an opportunity for
women farmers to participate in the sell-
ing activity and directly deal with the
buyers. Our experience shows that expo-
sure to agri-marketing made women
aware of the information inputs and

upgrades that could make their work
more gainful. It made them receptive to
new skills and knowledge on good agri-
culture practices and agri-markets.
Communities witnessed that the tradi-
tionally-gendered division of agricultur-
al work has changed. Women farmers are
more confident, deciding on crop-relat-
ed activities like the choice of crop, selec-
tion of fertiliser, taking loans or even chil-
dren’s education.

Putting Women Self-Help Groups
at the forefront: SHGs are a great way
of empowering women in villages.
However, the sustainability of such
groups is a challenge as limited contri-
bution from women and frequent
defaults make them fragile. SHGs are
formed and get dissolved in a few years.
Connecting these SHGs to value chains
is a great way to sustain them in the long-
run. With the changed law, the SHGs
now can participate in selling activities
effectively, directly contact end-buyers
and get a five per cent hike in the value
of their produce. This amount is enough
to sustain them for most of the year. And
more importantly, it will increase activ-
ities in SHGs, encouraging women to
meet others regularly. It has been
observed that once the SHGs are linked
to value chains, beneficiaries actively par-
ticipate in entrepreneurial activities and
have a much better understanding of
their profits and savings. 

In the end, one must understand that
changing marking laws is not a panacea
to all of our farm woes. Agriculture is a
delicate area which needs continuous
attention and care. Reforming a colonial-
era marketing practice will definitely help
the disadvantaged section of farmers but
a wider social security and modernisa-
tion of agriculture is needed. 

(The writer is Fellow, IDF. The views
expressed are personal)
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U
S President Donald Trump,
who has been a vocal and
strident critic of the World

Health Organisation’s (WHO) han-
dling of the Coronavirus epidemic
and the deferential treatment it
meted out to Beijing, finally made
good on his threat recently and exit-
ed the 72-year-old global body the
US had co-founded. The US’ with-
drawal will severely impact the
overall functioning of the WHO and
there has been concern over the tim-
ing of the President’s decision as well. 

First, it comes at a time when
countries continue to see a huge
upsurge in cases. Second, global
efforts to discover a vaccine have

never been as united as they are right
now. The US’ efforts to fight or find
a cure/drug/vaccine for the
Coronavirus, not just on its own soil
but around the world, need to fur-
ther intensify after it chose to exit the
WHO. In failing to do so, it will cre-
ate a leadership vacuum that Beijing
will exploit to further cement its
position not just as a global alterna-
tive to the US but as it possible
replacement.

China did so at the time of the
initial outbreak when it sent PPEs to
Europe, Africa, America, Asia
including India, as part of Beijing’s
“Mask Diplomacy” despite being
accused of deliberately misleading
the world. This public relations
exercise was part of a larger design
where even the pandemic was iden-
tified as an opportunity to score
points for global supremacy, make
big money by selling substandard
medical equipment/PPE and cover
up its failure to contain the outbreak.

Xi Jinping projected himself as
the world’s saviour by sending aid
which was a complete eyewash dri-

ven by propaganda. In the first 35
days (March 1-April 5) of the out-
break in Europe, China exported
medical equipment worth $1.45
billion. These were commercial
contracts that Chinese companies
entered into with nations that were
most severely hit by the virus.

Agencies like the USAID
(United States Agency for
International Development), which
helped Africa fight the Ebola out-
break in 2016, are not around to help
countries fight the Coronavirus this
time. Caught up in a deep crisis
itself, the US, for the first time since
World War-II (WW-II), is not at the
forefront of relief and aid measures. 

Beijing’s propaganda machinery
— which aimed to position China
as a benign global power, more so
in poor CIS countries like Belarus
— was helped by the US’ virtual
absence from the world stage dur-
ing the pandemic. Beijing is aware
that several countries may start
viewing it as a friendly power,
which would in turn reduce the
resistance that Chinese corporations

like Huawei face and also provide
fresh impetus to its ambitious Belt
and Road Initiative initiative.

The US’ exit from the WTO
raises many questions. How signif-
icantly will the WHO’s functioning
be impacted due to reduced funds?
Will the US’ exit lead to a reform of
the UN and its key agencies like the
WHO? Is the announcement a pre-
cursor to setting up of an alternate
organisation or will the US spear-
head all its aid efforts independent-
ly? Will Beijing step in to fill the
leadership gap left by the US? 

The WHO — for all its noble
causes, including eradication of
polio and other diseases — has an
overall budget of $5.62 billion (2018-
2019). Of this, 80 per cent comes
from voluntary sources and only 17
per cent comes from assessed
sources, with others accounting for
the remaining three per cent. In
2019, the US’ contribution was
$419 million, which includes $119
million in assessed and $300 million
in voluntary contributions. The
other top donors to the WHO are

the UK, Germany, Japan and the EU.
China comes in at number 15.

The WHO reports that the US
contribution of $450 million repre-
sented nearly 16 per cent of its total
revenue in the 2018-2019 biennium
and almost a fifth of its programme
budget. Compare this to the nearly
$12 billion annual budget of the
Centre for Disease Control and
Prevention (CDC) — the US’ lead-
ing federal agency for national pub-
lic health that is working to save
American lives. The CDC has over
twice the budget of the WHO which
has a charter to save all mankind
from disease. Clearly, the WHO’s
role and scope, in spite of its exalt-
ed image as the world’s leading
health agency, is practically limited
due to its existing funding con-
straints. 

The US’ withdrawal from the
agency will impact its functioning to
some extent but a part of the gap will
be filled by other resources.

While the WHO may be further
hamstrung in running its pro-
grammes across least developed

countries (LDCs) and the develop-
ing world, it can be expected to sus-
tain itself, albeit with some interim
constraints. This move by the Trump
Government appears to be more of
political posturing,  since the
President is set to face an election in
five months. For the domestic audi-
ence, it is an unequivocal expression
of displeasure by the US
Government indicating that Trump
will focus on policies that protect
American interests. 

The message to the UN is also
clear that the US will not watch from
the sidelines if its interests are either
compromised or not fully addressed
by multilateral agencies like the
WHO. Reform and course correc-
tion is long due for the UN and its
agencies and the US’ exit from the
WHO could be the trigger to under-
take those tough reforms, including
accountability and transparency
from the organisation and its top
bosses.  

To ensure that the US, as the
world’s richest country, does not
abdicate its responsibility towards

low income and poor countries,
Trump should immediately
announce substantial increase in
resources of the USAID from the
present $2.7 billion to at least $4 bil-
lion. Additional funds should be
directed to LDCs in Africa that will
be most significantly impacted due
to any budget cuts in WHO projects.
It will also ensure that the US will
focus on providing aid directly to
vulnerable and smaller nations and
regain some of the leadership vac-
uum created since February. It will
also ensure Beijing does not start its
“Health Aid Diplomacy.”  

Another major fallout of
Trump’s announcement will be the
urgent need for most countries to
beef up their health infrastructure
and create more capacity. It will be
the first time since WW-II that low-
income countries will have to almost
exclusively rely on their internal
strengths to tackle healthcare issues
due to greater uncertainty around
the WHO’s future prospects.

(The writer is a senior 
journalist)
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Over 1 lakh scanned copies of
Indians' national IDs, includ-
ing Aadhaar, PAN card and
passport, have been put on
dark web for sale, cyber intel-
ligence firm Cyble said on
Wednesday.

The leaked data seems to
have originated from a third
party and not from the govern-
ment system, according to a
report by Cyble.

"We came across a non-
reputed actor who is current-
ly selling over 1 lakh Indian
National IDs on the dark net.
With such a low reputation,
ideally, we would have skipped
this; however, the samples
shared by the actor intrigued
our interest -- and also the vol-
ume. The actor is alleged to
have access to over 1 lakh IDs
from different places in India,"
Cyble said. 

The personal data leaked by
cyber criminals leads to vari-
ous nefarious activities such as
identity thefts, scams, and cor-
porate espionage. Many crim-
inals use the personal details in
the IDs to win trust of the peo-
ple over a phone call for fraud-
ulent activities. The Cyble
researchers acquired around
1,000 IDs from the seller and
confirmed that the scanned
IDs belong to Indians.

"Preliminary analysis sug-
gests that the data originated
from a third party, and no indi-
cation or artefact is indicating

that it came from a govern-
ment system. At this point,
Cyble researchers are still
investigating this further -- we
are hoping to share an update
soon," Cyble said.

The scanned ID documents
indicate that the data may
have been leaked from a com-
pany's data base in the segment
where they have to comply
with 'Know Your Customer'
(KYC) norms.

"Cyble researchers have also
learned about a surge in KYC
and banking scams -- leaks
such as this are often used by
scammers to target individuals,
especially elderlies," Cyble said.

The cyber intelligence firm
has recommended people to
refrain from sharing personal

information especially finan-
cial information over phone, e-
mail or SMS.

"Regularly monitor your
financial transaction, if you
notice any suspicious transac-
tion, contact your bank imme-
diately," the company said.

In May, Cyble showed two
instances where personal data
of 7.65 crore Indians have
been put on sale in the dark
web. In one instance, the sell-
er claimed to have sourced
data of 4.75 crore Indians
from online directory
Truecaller and in other, the
seller claimed to have sourced
from job websites.

Truecaller, however, had
denied the claim of breach in
its database. 
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Extending its winning streak
to the sixth session, equity
benchmark Sensex surged
284 points on Wednesday, led
by gains in HDFC twins,
ICICI Bank and Kotak
Mahindra Bank amid positive
cues from global markets.

After hitting a peak of
34,488.69, the 30-share index
ended 284.01 points or 0.84
per cent higher at 34,109.54.

Similarly, the NSE Nifty
jumped 82.45 points or 0.83
per cent to 10,061.55.

M&M was the top gainer in
the Sensex pack,  r is ing
around 5 per cent, followed
by Kotak Bank, Bajaj Finance,
Nestle India, SBI, ICICI Bank,
HDFC Bank and ONGC.

On the other hand, NTPC,
IndusInd Bank, Bharti Airtel
and Maruti were among the
laggards.

The bulls maintained their
grip on the market as stocks
surged led by massive foreign

fund inflows and positive
global cues, analysts said. On

a net basis, for-
eign portfolio
i n v e s t o r s
bought equi-
ties worth Rs
7,498.29 crore
on Tuesday,
p r o v i s i o n a l
exchange data

showed.
Further, gradual reopening

of economies the world over
has fuelled bullish trend in
global markets, they said.

Bourses in Shanghai, Hong
Kong, Tokyo and Seoul

closed up to 2 per cent
higher.  Exchanges in
Europe were also trading

on a positive note in
early deals .
International  oi l

benchmark Brent crude
futures climbed 1.04 per

cent to USD 39.98 per
barrel. On the curren-
cy front, the rupee sur-
rendered all intra-day

gains to provisionally
settle 11 paise lower at

75.47 against the US
dollar. 
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A “new baby” was born with
the revival of Uganda Airlines,
the country's president
announced last year. 

But now its four new jets sit
idle, business suspended
indefinitely because of coron-
avirus-related travel restric-
tions.

Questions are swirling in
Africa and elsewhere over the
financial wisdom of sustaining
prestige carriers that often
have a tiny share of an aviation
market that sees no recovery
in sight. African airlines had
been piling on debt long
before the pandemic but gov-
ernment bailouts allowed
them to limp on for years. 

Now, as sub-Saharan Africa
faces its first recession in a
quarter-century, some airlines
will find it harder to survive.

That's despite grow-
ing global interest in the con-
tinent of 1.3 billion people. In
some cases, local airlines are
so important for pan-African
business on a vast continent
with historically poor infra-
structure that their collapse
would cripple speedy travel. 
In other cases, however, air-
lines have been seen as vani-
ty projects for states that can

hardly afford to support them.
Nowel Ngala, commercial
director of Asky Airlines — a
carrier launched in 2010 by a
group of regional banks hop-
ing to solve transport difficul-
ties in central and West Africa
— said the pandemic has
been “very devastating “ to the
company, whose nine aircraft
are grounded. 

Revenue losses are substan-

tial and there have been “seri-
ous impacts in terms of main-
taining” the planes for when-
ever business resumes.

The International Air
Transport Association in April
warned that African airlines
could lose $6 billion in passen-
ger revenue compared to last
year, and half of the region's 6
million jobs in aviation and
related industries could be
lost. 

Air traffic this year is
expected to fall by half, it said.

“These estimates are based
on a scenario of severe travel
restrictions lasting for three
months, with a gradual lifting
of restrictions in domestic
markets, followed by region-
al and intercontinental,” the
IATA said. That three-month
period is already nearing an
end, with no return to normal
air travel in sight.
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Steel  major SAIL on
Wednesday said a few of its
employees working at the
company's corporate office in
the national capital have test-
ed positive for COVID-19.

There are five employees
whose coronavirus test
results have come positive, a
source said.

"In the wake of rising
COVID-19 infections in the
country, a few employees at
Corporate Office at Lodi
Road, New Delhi have been
tested Corona positive. This
is the first case of confirma-
tion at the company HQ
since the outbreak of the
pandemic," Steel Authority of
India Limited (SAIL) said in
a statement.

In a video message to all

employees across offices and
plant sites, SAIL Chairman A
K Chaudhary asked them to
adhere to all safety measures
and follow government advi-
sories.

The infected employees,
SAIL said, have been asked to
home quarantine themselves.

"A government-appointed
agency has been engaged to
do fumigation at SAIL's
headquarters at Lodi Road,
which is being carried out
extensively for two days. The
office has been closed for
June 3 and 4 and the employ-
ees have been asked to work
from home," the statement
said. The company has also
tied up with two private hos-
pita ls  namely Max and
Apollo in Delhi to facilitate
testing of employees who
require the same.
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State-owned fertiliser firm
NFL said Virendra Nath Datt
has been given additional
charge as chairman and man-
aging director (CMD) of the
company. Datt has been direc-
tor (marketing) of the firm
since October 2018. "Virendra
Nath Datt, Director
(Marketing), NFL has taken
over the additional charge of
Chairman & Managing
Director of the Company,"
NFL said in the statement. An
MBA from Maharshi
Dayanand University, Datt has
over 35 years' experience with
premier public sector enter-
prises such as GAIL and
ONGC, besides the fertiliser
Industry. Prior to joining
NFL, he was executive direc-
tor in GAIL (India) where he
handled all-India marketing
operations of the company, in
addition to corporate strategy,
planning and advocacy. 

He was also a director on the
Board of Mahanagar Gas Ltd,
Mumbai.  Datt also had a 10-
year stint with ONGC before
joining GAIL in 1995. As
director (marketing), NFL,
Datt is credited with sustained
growth in fertiliser sales of the
company from 43 lakh tonnes
in 2017-18 to 57 lakh tonnes in
2019-20, the statement said. 
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Amara Raja Group  a leading
business conglomerates with
interests spanning varied ver-
ticals on Wednesday
announced pay deferments to
its employees at the junior
and senior management level
due to the impact of COVID-
19 in the upcoming months.

Taking note of the extraor-
dinary circumstances and
the uncertainty in the busi-
ness environment, Amara
Raja Group Promoters hold-
ing the office of Managing
Director in various business-
es have voluntarily agreed for
up to 50 per cent reduction in
their total remuneration for
the current fiscal, a press
release from the group said.

The groups flagship com-
pany Amara Raja batteries
Limitedhad 7,541 employ-
ees as on March 31, 2019
including employees hired
on a temporary basis and the
company spent Rs 345.23
crore towards salaries and
other benefits, according to
the company's annual report
last year. 
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State-owned Coal India Ltd
(CIL) reported 11.2 per cent
decline in production at 41.43
million tonne in May.

The company had pro-
duced 46.69 million tonne of
coal in May 2019. In a state-
ment the PSU said "CIL as
whole produced 41.43 mil-
lion tonne (MT) of coal in
May 2020." It further said
amid a crimped demand for
coal, in what would be an
encouraging sign for CIL,
coal offtake was up at 39.95
MT in May compared to
39.06 MT in April. Coal sales
have expanded by 0.9 MT in
May, it said. Overburden
removal (OBR) growth for
May 2020 "was 21 per cent at
124.59 M.Cu.M OB removal,
compared to year-ago month,
as CIL laid aside an addition-
al quantity of 21.52 M.Cu.M
extraneous matter during the
referred period," it said.

This bodes well for the
state-owned coal mining
behemoth as OBR is an

important performance para-
meter that removes top soil
and lays bare the coal seams
for future mining in opencast
mines, it said.

"This is a positive sign and
secures options for our future
coal output at short notice,
once demands picks up," said
an official of the company
adding "all our coal produc-
ing subsidiaries have posted
growth in OB removal during
May'20 compared to the same
month last year."

Coal India accounts for
over 80 per cent of domestic
fuel output. 
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Retirement fund body EPFO
has updated KYC details of its
52.62 lakh subscribers during
the April-May period,
according to a labour min-
istry statement. This upda-
tion includes Aadhaar seed-
ing for 39.97 lakh subscribers,
mobile seeding (UAN activa-
tion) for 9.87 lakh subscribers
and bank account seeding for
11.11 lakh subscribers. 

The KYC (know your cus-
tomer) is a one-time process
which helps in identity veri-
fication of subscribers
through linking of Universal
Account Number (UAN)
with KYC details. To extend
the availability and reach of
online services, which have
become crucial in the wake of
the COVID-19 pandemic,
the Employees' Provident
Fund Organisation (EPFO)
updated KYC data for its
52.62 lakh subscribers in the
month of April and May
2020, the statement said. 

Further, to enable KYC
seeding on such large scale,
the EPFO has also undertak-
en massive exercise of recti-
fying the details of the sub-
scribers even during the lock-
down.

T
he Coronavirus out-
break, first reported in
Wuhan, China on 31

December, 2019, has severely
impacted the Indian economy.
The Covid-19 pandemic
spread in India at a time when
its economy was already dent-
ed by the downturn, reduced
household spending, truncat-
ed private investment,and
credit crunch. The
International Monetary Fund
has predicted that India's eco-
nomic growth would slow to
1.9% in fiscal year 2020-21 --
the slowest pace in three
decades. In April 2020,
Moody's Investors Service
forecastzero growth for India
in the year, down from an esti-
mated 4.8% in 2019-20. 

On May 12, Prime Minister
Narendra Modi announced a
special economic stimulus
package worth Rs 20 lakh
crore to help revive the econ-
omy. This stimulus is part of
PM Modi's vision of a self-
reliant Indiain the wake of the

economic bloodbath caused by
Covid-19. The overall package
of Rs 20,97,053 crore includes
previously announced mea-
sures like the Rs. 1.7 lakh crore
Pradhan Matri Garib Kalyan
Package and the Rs 8.01 lakh
crore liquidity injections by the
Reserve Bank of India in
February, March and April
this year. 

Although PM Modi's pack-
age is the fifthlargest among
those of G-20 economies in
terms of spending as a percent-
age of GDP, it would tie with
that of Hong Kong at the 19th
place, as per data compiled by
economist Ceyhun Elgin in the
Covid-19 Economic Stimulus
Index (CESI). Japan leads the
list with its spending pegged at
21.1 per cent of GDP, followed
by the United States (13.3 per
cent), and Australia (10.8 per
cent). Barclay's Chief India
Economist Rahul Bajoria esti-
mates the actual fiscal impact
of Rs 20-lakh-crore stimulus
package to be Rs 1.50 lakh

crore or only 0.75 per cent of
the GDP. According to Fitch
Solutions, the package, worth
about 10 per cent of India's
GDP, in terms of spending as
share of GDP, fails to address
immediate concerns of the
economy. The actual fiscal
impact of the additional stim-
ulus is only about 1 per cent of
GDP as opposed to the claim
of 10 per cent.  Of all the new
stimulus measures, only pen-
sion fund support, temporary
tax cuts, farm infrastructure
upgrades, free food provision
for migrant workers, funds to
safeguard rural employment
and an emergency fund for

post-harvest activities can be
truly quantified as a fiscal
stimulus. Many of the other
measures such as regulatory
changes and vague reform
plans only target medium-
term supply-side issues but fail
to address immediate
demand-side issues. The gov-
ernment can argue that the
term loans will be given and
working capital loans will be
provided by banks through the
package so that companies
can use these to pay wages, buy
raw material, and spur institu-
tional demand. The govern-
ment needs to understand
that measures to infuse liquid-

ity acts on the supply side.
What is the use of stimulating
demand on the supply side
when the need is to spur
demand? Rural and urban
consumption has fallen,
according to every survey and
every review. Rather than
putting money in the hands of
people and stimulating
demand, the government is
focussed on packaging its eco-
nomic stimulus as a differen-

tiated policy to induce multi-
plier effect and empowering
people.

Global securities research
firm Sanford Bernstein has
termed the economic revival
package as a "lost opportuni-
ty".  The Bernstein report calls
the package aimless and is crit-
ical of the several generic
announcements that should
ideally have been part of a nor-
mal economic agenda.
Industry leaders have recom-
mended income support.
Chairman of Wipro Limited
Azim Premji has asked for Rs
7,000 to be paid to the poor for
three months, while Chairman
TVS Group Venu Srinivasan
has suggested monthly assis-
tance of atleast Rs 5,000. They
have also suggested release of
minimum wages for 25 days
per month to all poor urban
residents for the period of the
lockdown and at least for two
months month following the
end of the lockdown. Noble
Laureate Abhijit Banerjee has

suggested direct cash transfer
to the bottom 60 per cent pop-
ulation to help revive
demand.Former finance min-
ister P.Chidambaram, citing
research by the University of
Chicago and University of
British Columbia, states that
89% people had zero weekly
income during the lockdown.
He has also asked for extend
'income support' to 13 crore
poorest households by trans-
ferring Rs 7,500 or Rs 5,000 to
each of the 13 crore house-
holds. 

Keynesian macroeconomics
argues that the solution to a
recession is expansionary fis-
cal policy that shifts the aggre-
gate demand curve to the
right. Expansionary fiscal pol-
icy consists of tax cuts or
increases in government
spending designed to stimulate
aggregate demand and move
the economy out of recession.
Modi's stimulus package is
contrary to the Keynesian
macroeconomics solution of

fiscal expansion that can spur
consumption and demand.
India is fighting Covid-19 on
the health front and our farm-
ers, migrant labourers, shop-
keepers, salaried classes and
small & medium industries are
fighting it out on the econom-
ic front. The country is facing
unprecedented economic cri-
sis. Modi's stimulus package
reflects long-term reforms eco-
nomic agenda, but it fails to
provide immediate fiscal relief
and does not address immedi-
ate consumption and demand
concerns.  

The government needs to
balance its long-term eco-
nomic reforms agenda with
immediate cash relief to help
revive demand. The govern-
ment is duty bound to serve
and support its people
now;else, it shall become a case
of 'mammoth package and
minuscule stimulus'. 

(The author is Assistant
Professor, IMT Hyderabad)
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ollywood’s cult
singer and rapper
Dilin Nair, aka
Raftaar, has made
the most of the
lockdown period

along with Krishna Kaul, bet-
ter known by his stage name
Krsna. The popular singer’s
new release titled Chaukanna
featuring television heartthrob
Karan Wahi for Rinku
Rajgaru’s latest Hundred, is
topping the charts. With the
entire nation under lockdown,
these artists have been making
use of virtual media in
unimaginable ways. 

The song is inspired by the
leading women of the show.
It’s is a peppy number that

perfectly navigates between
the two contrasting personali-
ties of Saumya (Lara Dutta)
narrated by Raftaar and Netra
(Rinku Rajguru) rapped by
Krsna who, bring alive the
perspective of character Mad-
E (Karan Wahi) from the
show. The rapping sensation
Raftaar shared the first look
on his social media handle.
Talking about his new song,
Raftaar says, “The inspiration
for the song came from the
dysfunctional jodi of Hund-
red. So, when a chance to cre-
ate something hatke popped
up, we got pretty pumped.
Chaukanna is a peppy number
with an effortless hummable
tune. We hope it brings some

sunshine in these gloomy
times. Working with Krsna
and Karan was effortless, and I
can’t believe we managed to
pull this off virtually.” 

Speaking more about the
launch, Krsna adds, “Both
Raftaar and I, wanted to
champion a character from
the show and create a song
that everyone would enjoy.
Actor Karan Wahi, who was
last seen as the leading man in
the blockbuster movie Hate
Story 4, is excited about fea-
turing in the song. “When
people listen to this song, we
want them to get into the vibe
of it and dance their hearts out
— that’s where the real fun
lies,” he says. 
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e it COVID-19,
global warming,
fewer rains — the
residents of
Gautami Enclave
are ready to face

them all. The lockdown has
brought about tough times in
our lives here in the city, even
though almost everything one
needs is as close to us as possi-
ble. With finding it tough to
fetch fresh vegetables to look-
ing for water tankers (and also
finding out if the workers are
not carriers of COVID) to get
to our apartments in these hot

sum-
mers, when

water won’t be suf-
ficient for residents liv-

ing in hundreds of apart-
ments, challenges have just
been piling up. Thus, one of
the many lessons the lockdown
taught us is sustainability.

And one community that
revels in a success story in
such a time as this, are the res-
idents of the Gautami Enclave
in Kondapur. The community
is known for its green living.
The kind of life that residents
in this apartment live is what
most of us dream of living,
with sustainable methods to
conserve water and other
resources, but fail to.

What they started in 2011 is
now reaping them results.
Several green initiatives,
including project Neer that
called placing the rainwater

harvesting
models, have made

life simpler and easier for
them.

The colony, that has close to
4,000 people residing in it
now, had started these initia-
tives, way before schemes like
Harita Haram and others were
brought to the table. “We
adopted the old school
method of 3R’s — Reduce,
Reuse, and Recycle. We
encouraged flats to have their
own water meters, which
brought down water con-
sumption to over 70 per cent.
We reuse rainwater through
our Rain Water Harvesting.
And to recycle, tap water that
came from kitchens, etc,
would be recycled using grey
water treatment, which not as
easy as the first two steps. As a
result of these schemes, we
have reduced water tanker
dependency. The colony has
over around 90 rainwater har-
vesting pits, including injec-
tion pits. All these came, while
the city was still waking up to

these

meth-

ods,”
informs

Vadlamdi Muralidhar, the
founding president of
Gautami Enclave Residents’
Welfare Association
(GERWA).

And there’s so much to
learn from how they’re keep-
ing COVID-19 at bay. The
colony has seven exit points
and they have managed to
close all gates and kept only
one main entry and exit points
open. All the 64 apartments
are CCTV-monitored to
ensure no gatherings take
place. All this information is
sent to the residents via their
WhatsApp groups and emails,
asking them to follow norms
laid down by the government.
“We have been educating our
residents to ensure proper
sanitisation, wearing of masks
and gloves. Each building has
2 representatives of the

GERWA who take are of their
own building. We have and
continue to ask the status of

our residents,
their travel his-
tory. We had
three rounds of

information gath-
ering by sending

google forms to each
representative. Those

who have traveled
overseas did practice
the 14-day quarantine

period at home. We
did identify 12
cases of travel
history who,
after testing

COVID-negative,
did continue to stay home,”
informs Santosh Reddy
Pochampalli, Vice President of
the GERWA.

On how they monitor those
coming in and going out, he
says, "We stopped taking

newspapers, allowed the milk
vendors and others only after
ensuring they follow the
restrictions, sanitisation
process, etc. The security
guard alone delivers all these
to the respective houses. We
have two registered vegetable
vendors from Raithu Bazaar
who follows all the sanitisation
process, come to our apart-
ment only on Mondays and
Thursday. We have also had
the GHMC spray disinfectant
in and around our colony
twice until now.”

Kalpana Ramesh, better
known as the ‘Water lady’ of
Hyderabad and an environ-
mentalist, is all praises for the
community at Gautami Enc-
lave. “They have been a model
community in the city. At a
time when most people don’t
care or even know where their
water pipes are, how much
leakage happens, how much
water is actually used, the resi-
dents of this community have
made significant and inten-
tional efforts toward green liv-
ing. Their Rain Water
Harvesting project is laudable
and shows how much change
a community can make.
Imagine the whole city being
able to conserve water so well,
we wouldn’t have to worry
about hot summers anymore,”
she says.

Other methods that resi-
dents at Gautami Enclave fol-
low include having e-waste
bins and waste segregation, a
need of the hour. And guess
what, the profits of which go to
the watchmen who oversee the
correct segregation! So here’s a
model community every other
apartment in Hyderabad and
elsewhere can replicate. 
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he number of
Coronavirus posi-
tive cases have
been rising steadi-
ly, despite the
lockdown. During

times such as these, several
individuals have been doing
their best to help the poor
and needy, restoring people's
faith in humanity.

Financial consultant
Kandanur Janaki Ram Sarma
of Hyderabad, a professional
whose clientele include Allu
Entertainment LLP and
Geetha Arts of Allu Aravind,
Maxivision Eye Hospital of
Dr. Kasu Prasad Reddy,
Cinematica Digitals Pvt. Ltd.,
Karvy Data Management
Services Ltd., and many
other corporates and HNI’s,
is one of those Good
Samaritans who was moved
to see migrant workers, beg-
gars, and others wake up and
sleep with hunger during the
initial phase of the nation-
wide lockdown. Many poor
were sleeping without food
for dinner and waking up
hungry during the initial
phase of the lockdown.

The service-minded, 61-
year-old resident of the
Armed Forces Officer’s
Cooperative Housing Society
(AFOCHS) in Sainikpuri,
couldn’t venture out on his
own as he was forced to stay
indoors due to some health
precautions. “I suffered a
heart attack some time ago.
And I didn’t want to risk my

health during the outbreak.
So I chose to support finan-
cially,” he shares.

The very thought of imag-
ining people going to sleep
hungry disturbed him. “I
know the pain of hunger

myself,” he added. When he
got to know about Project
Bun, an initiative of
Freemasons of Telangana, to
provide ‘Bun and Banana’ for
breakfast to all those who’re
living in the streets, he vol-

unteered to contribute. He
urged the NGO to add
Biscuit to their plan of ‘Bun
and Banana’ so it could
become a wholesome break-
fast.

Janaki Ram, a service-

minded person from his
early childhood, has con-
tributed Rs. 1,71,000 to the
‘Project Bun’ at different
intervals between April 17 to
May 20, besides many other
charities like hosting Iftar for
over 400 students of a
Madrassa during this
Ramadan.

“Charity for me is spread-
ing love through selfless ser-
vice. I can’t bear the suffer-
ings of people. I don’t mind
sacrificing my comforts.
Even if I have to take a loan
to support a good cause, I
don’t mind. It gives me
immense satisfaction,” Janaki
Ram Sarma explains. “Doing
social service gives me the
strength of a lion. It gives me
a feel-good factor. I have
total support from my fami-
ly-spouse Shailaja, mother,
son, and daughter,” he
informs.

This is not Janaki Ram’s
first service to society. He
had once provided a bus to a
school of Imam-E-Zamana
Mission, funded a bright stu-
dent from the lower rungs of
the society who wanted to
pursue his overseas educa-
tion, built a house for a poor
family, etc. Being a financial
consultant for over 30 years,
he shares some of his finan-
cial wisdom. “The secret to
personal money manage-
ment is learning to be con-
tent. Spend less than you
earn and you will be happy,”
he says.
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moking Is Injurious to
Health, This is what we
know and is written in
every cigarette packet.

Cigarette smoking is the
leading preventable cause

of death in most countries across the
world. Cigarette smoking damages
nearly every organ in the body which
includes lungs, heart, blood vessels,
reproductive system, mouth, skin,
eyes, and bones. The risk of develop-
ing lung cancer and head and neck
cancer in those who smoke early in
the morning is greater than those
who smoke late in the day. Studies
show that smoking within 30 min
increases the cancer risk by 1.79
times which is more than one who
smokes 60 mins after getting up from
bed. So, now the question arises how
to quit smoking as there are possibil-
ities of physical and psychological
cravings.

Physical cravings are your body’s
reaction towards nicotine withdraw-
al.

Psychological cravings are trig-
gered by events in your life by light-
ing up cigarette when you got to
washroom, driving, socialising etc.

These cravings last for few minutes
say 5-10 minutes these cravings come
off strongly and the rule of thumb is
to deal with these cravings as they
come one by one. Simply shift gears
and do different at the moment. By
doing this, you can divert your

thought process and pre-
vent physical and

psy-
cho-
logical
depen-
dence

Dr Jayanta
Thakuria, Sr.
Consultant-
Internal
Medicine, Fortis
Escorts Hospital,
Faridabad shares
few tips to divert
your thoughts:

Go for early
morning walk and
do meditation: It
could be an early
morning walk in
the park or walk in
a balcony or corri-
dor if you are at
home for at-least 5-10
min. You can also prac-
tice deep breathing exer-
cises and do meditation
to get rid of all the crav-
ings

Call a Friend: Once
you wake up early in
the morning, call a
friend and talk
to him/
her

for say 10-15 mins. This will help
to divert your thoughts or urge to

smoke.
Avoid smoking triggers: Throw

away lighters and ash trays or any
fancy things related to smoking.

Drink plenty of water. Spend time
with non-smoking friends.

Think about your morning
routine when and where you
smoke, then change your
morning schedule and avoid
those triggers like reading
newspapers, gardening etc.

Change your driving route:
If driving is related to your
smoking, change the route. If
you see someone smoking at
the traffic signal, then switch
on the music system and try to
sing. Try to distract yourself as
much as possible.

Change your meal routine: If
your smoking habits are kind of

related to some certain foods or
snacks, change your meal routine.
Always try to have a healthy meal
and drink plenty of water to wash
out toxins from your body.

Get an in-line support: If you
are finding difficulty to quit
smoking in your early days of
quitting, get an online support
group. Reading other people's sto-

ries about quitting smok-
ing may motivate you to
get rid of nicotine
dependency.

Remain focussed on
your goal: Make it a
point to quit smoking
and reaffirm your rea-
sons of quitting. Stick to

your goal and celebrate
your victory over cessation

of smoking
Last but not the least, take sup-

port from your family or your
friends. Share your thoughts

of quitting smoking and take
their help to create a better

version of yourself.
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ow does
Unlock phase 1
work when we
talk about
weddings?
Thousands of

couples who have had to
delay their nuptials due to
the nationwide lockdown
since March, are eagerly
awaiting to tie knot.

Seeking to help these of
couples BharatMatrimony
recently launched a plat-
form “HomeWeddings”,
helps to organise wed-
dings at customers’ homes
for 50 guests, while fol-
lowing all lockdown rules
and regulations laid down
by the central and respec-
tive state governments.

The platform on
MatrimonyBazaar, pro-
vides the entire range of
Covid-Safe wedding ser-
vices right from catering to
makeup including purohits
at your doorstep. The ser-
vice can be availed by not
just BharatMatrimony
members but also non
members.

Elaborating on the
“HomeWeddings” con-
cept, Venkataramani
Suresh — Chief Business
Officer — Marriage
Services at
Matrimony.com,
explained, “The idea
emerged from numerous
discussions we had with
couples who have
finalised a match but are
not able to get married
due to the lockdown. We
are offering our expert
help to identify COVID
19-ready service
providers free of cost.
This is also an opportuni-
ty for service providers to
connect with customers
during these hard times.
Through this we are also
helping many MSMEs
and SMEs in this industry
who have been affected
by the pandemic. Based
on customer feedback,
over 100 weddings per
month will be 
organised through
“Matrimony Bazaar’s
HomeWeddings”.”

HIGHLIGHTS OF THE
SERVICE INCLUDE:

Service for Wedding at
Your Home
The company’s wedding
experts will assist cus-
tomers in finding the best
caterers, makeup artists,
decorators, purohits and
more! Customers don’t
have to step out. They can
just stay in the comfort of
their home and plan the
entire wedding.

COVID-safe hygiene 
protocols
The service providers on
the platform are on the
AarogyaSetu App. They
follow COVID-safe mea-
sures like using alcohol-
based sanitizers, face
masks, shields, and gloves.
Mandatory temperature
checks are done by service
providers for all the staff
before every wedding
event.

Free Service
The service is free of cost!

It only serves as the bridge
between customers and the
service providers. The
users will only pay the ser-
vice providers for services
availed.

Help from Wedding
Experts
The company’s wedding
planning experts will
understand customer
requirements and help
them find the service
providers, including
Pandits, Caterers,
Decorators, Makeup artists
and Photographers so that
the wedding is arranged
with adherence to the gov-
ernment regulations.
Based on their preferences,
customers will get quotes
from the best COVID-safe
wedding service providers
near their location.
Customers can finalise and
book the wedding service
providers that fit the bud-
get and requirements.
Stay home, stay safe and
organise a wedding with
family and friends!
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fter the lackluster Saaho, things seem to be moving great for
director Sujeeth both on the professional and personal
front. More than a month after bagging an elusive
opportunity to direct Megastar Chiranjeevi for
Lucifer Telugu remake, we have now learnt
that he is soon going to enter marital

bliss. The girl Pravallika is said to be a dentist by
profession. Besides exploring film writing, she
is also a famous name on TikTok platform,
according to reports.

It is understood that Sujeeth and
Pravallika know each other for a long
time and decided to take their relation-
ship to the next level with their parents
consent. They considered getting
engaged early this month but with the
government extending lockdown to
this month-end, they’ve decided to
have formal engagement ceremony on
June 10, following Covid-19 guidelines
and keeping the guest count under 50. 

Sujeeth, who has gone incommunica-
do with media after Saaho, failed to respond
to our requests for a comment.

lthough he has
filmed only for
six days for
Bollywood
superstar
Salman Khan-

starrer Radhe: Your Most
Wanted Bhai, directed by
Prabhudheva, noted Telugu
actor Narra Srinu admits to
have had a whale of time
shooting for it. “I play a
role called Pakya who trav-
els with one of the gang-
sters in the film. My path
crosses with that of Salman
sir who is on a mission.
Most of my scenes in the
film are with him. I even
shot with Jackie Shroff sir
for a small bit. The experi-
ence so far has been won-
derful to say the least,”
Srinu gushes speaking to
The Pioneer.

Recalling his first day
experience with Salman, he
shares, “It was for the first

time I was seeing Salman
sir on the sets. I was given
a big scene and as I was
new to the slang of
Mumbai, he helped me
with it while doing
rehearsals. I could perform
my sequence in the first
take itself. Later, impressed
with my skills, Salman sir
designed a small bit of a
portion of mine and direct-
ed appropriate mannerisms
to Prabhudheva sir.”

For Srinu, who is mak-
ing his Hindi debut with
Radhe, Salman is “an
extremely cool and chilled
out actor”. “Recently, we’ve
shot for an action sequence
where he chases me on a
bicycle. It was filmed from
morning to evening, with
Prabhu sir taking a good
number of shots. After the
shoot, Salman sir came to
me and said ‘Aur ek
karenge kya?’ (Shall we give

another take?) To that I
was like, ‘Nakko sir’. I will
be required for another
three days of shooting and
I was told that Prabhu sir is
including me in a song as
well,” the actor points out.

In Telugu, he will be next
seen in Red, starring Ram.
Wrapped up long back, the
film was supposed to release
in April but Covid-19 out-
break derailed the produc-
er’s plans. “I play a constable
who is slightly deaf but he
behaves as if he hears every-
thing. The laughter evokes
out of it,” he notes, adding
that his new assignments
include Pawan Kalyan’s next
two films — Vakeel Saab
and an untitled film with
Krish. 

“I’ve landed an important
role in Krish garu’s film. I
need to sport a distinct 
look for it,” he 
concluded.
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irector
Abhilash
Reddy is elated
with the
response his
second show,

Loser, fronted by
Priyadarshi Pulikonda, has
garnered and is continuing
to do so. General viewers’
aside, industry too has
showered praise on it. The
likes of Indraganti
Mohana Krishna, Maruthi,
Adivi Sesh, Kalyani Malik
and Raghu Kunche spoke
about it highly on their

social media pages.
“Vamshi Paidipally garu
too had good words to say
about it to Shashank (who
played first bowler Wilson
in the show). I will be
meeting the director next
week,” Reddy informs,
adding the show has also
helped Zee5 app to add
two lakh more subscribers
within 10 days of it drop-
ping on the streaming app.

Reddy is firm in his
resolve to make his next as
a feature film. “I’m in talks
with multiple producers

but nothing is finalized. I
have actors but I need a
good production house to
back it up. Also, I believe
in a strong story and the
success of Loser has only
helped me to understand
its importance further. 
As far as shows are con-
cerned, I want to associate
with the writing part so
that some other youngster
or my friends can direct
them. I write regularly, so
it shouldn’t be a problem
to generate new content,”
he states. — NG
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mid lock-
down,
Bollywood
actress Kriti
Sanon says
she misses the

energy of performing on
stage.

Kriti shared a video of
herself performing on
stage. In the video, she is
seen dressed in a black
choli paired with a hot-
pink lehenga.

Kriti is seen dancing
on Aishwarya Rai
Bachchan's popular
dance numbers "Kajra re"
from the film "Bunty Aur

Babli", which

released in 2005. The
song was picturised on
Aishwarya, Amitabh
Bachchan, and Abhishek
Bachchan.

"Miss performing on
stage.. the energy, the
music, the adrenaline,
the coordination and the
in-between hooting by
the super energetic
dancers that instantly
pumps you up," Kriti
captioned the video.

She confessed her love
for dancing as she used
hashtags like
"#dancingistherapeutic"
and "#danceyour-
heartout".

Amid lockdown, Kriti
is trying new skills like
cooking and baking.

Kriti, who was last
seen on-screen playing
Parvarti Bai in
"Panipat", will next be
seen in "Mimi", a film
revolving around the
concept of surrogacy.

The film tells the
tale of an aspiring
actress who is a
dancer in Mandawa

and how she ends up
being a surrogate for a

couple. The film is
directed by Laxman
Utekar.

ctress Sonali
Bendre
prefers to be a
friendly par-
ent than
being a friend

to her 14-year-old son.
“I am not my child’s

friend and don’t think I
need to be. I am his par-
ent and why can’t I be a
friendly parent and have
a great time together.
There are certain things
he will speak with his
father, with his aunts,
with his friends, with his
grandparents, there
needs to be an outlet for
healthy relationships,”
she said.

“I tell my kid ‘you
know technology more
than I do, but however
grown-up you might be,
your brain is not fully
formed and might not
be able to process the
emotional part of it’, and
that’s where parents
come in. It’s an invest-
ment in communication
and it always pays off,”
she added.

Further talking about
her relationship with her
son, Sonali said, “I have
never lied to my kid, I
might dress up the truth

but have never lied. If I
expect my child to be
truthful, I need to be
true to him. Only reason
why you don’t want to
be completely truthful is

because when they are
young they will analyse
it and comprehend it in
a manner and you don’t
want it to be ‘so big’ that
the child will be scarred.
So to make it a bit
lighter you give them a
version of truth.”

She opened up about
her son during an
episode of the JioSaavn
podcast Raising 
Parents.

4����	�����E
>	��	��	��
�����:�	�����

�
�'��������E�& �
� ������$���
���D�$������!'�
$���������'�
����'�����'� �
� ������$=�����
�(���������'��$
����������'����
����$������
��������'��=F�

�

A�>�>	4'2<2E	
(���	���������
�	�����

�	���*�� 78��*�
*���*��������

%���	��	����!�	����	3��
elugu star
Nani in a
new post
on social
media
seems

hopeful about June.
Nani took to

Instagram, where he
shared a selfie. In the
image, he cuts a smil-
ing, dapper frame in a
white T-shirt and jack-
et paired with a base-
ball cap.

He wrote: “June”
with finger crossed
emoji.

Nani had recently
shared a throwback
photograph on
Instagram, taken from
an old camera and
said that nothing
matches the old world
charm.

The black and white
picture was taken from
an old Minolta SRT
101.

Nani made his
debut in 2008 with the
hit film Ashta
Chamma. He was then
seen in films like Ride, 
Bheemili Kabaddi 
Jattu, Ala Modalaindi,
Pilla Zamindar, Eega,
Yeto Vellipoyindhi
Manasu, Yevade
Subramanyam, Bhale
Bhale Magadivoy,
Middle Class Abbayi
and Jersey.

Eega became an all-
India hit when it was
released in Hindi as
Makkhi.

In 2018, Nani host-
ed Bigg Boss Telugu 2.
He currently awaits
the release of his next
V, an action thriller
film directed by
Mohan Krishna
Indraganti.

The film also stars
Sudheer Babu, Nivetha
Thomas, and Aditi
Rao Hydari.
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T
hree West Indies players –
Darren Bravo, Shimron
Hetmyer and Keemo Paul –

on Wednesday refused to tour
England for next month’s proposed
three-match Test series, which will
be conducted in a bio-secure envi-
ronment to combat Covid-19 threat.

Cricket West Indies (CWI)
announced a 14-man squad for the

series, which is expected to mark
resumption of international crick-
et if it gets the final approval from
the UK Government.

“Darren Bravo, Shimron
Hetmyer and Keemo Paul all
declined the invitation to travel to
England for the tour and CWI fully
respects their decision to choose to
do so,” Cricket West Indies said in
a statement.

“As previously stated, CWI will

not hold this decision against these
players when considering future
selection,” it added.

The specific reasons for their
withdrawal were not given by CWI.

The West Indies squad will live,
train and play in a “bio-secure” envi-
ronment during the seven weeks of
the tour, as part of the “comprehen-
sive” medical and operations plans
to ensure player and staff safety.
“The bio-secure protocols will
restrict movement in and out of the
venues, so the selection panel has
also named a list of reserve players
who will travel to train and help pre-
pare the Test squad and ensure
replacements are available in case of
any injury," said CWI.

The touring party, which will be
tested for Covid-19 this week, is
scheduled to fly to England on a
chartered flight on June 8.

The two newcomers to the
Test squad are middle-order bats-
man Nkrumah Bonner and fast
bowler Chemar Holder.

The 22-year-old Holder, who is
not related to West Indies captain
Jason Holder, was the leading fast
bowler in the national champi-
onship with 36 wickets in eight
matches at 18.91 each, and was part
of the ICC Under-19 World Cup
winning side in 2016.

Bonner, 31, is in line to make
his Test debut after being one of the
leading batsmen in the 2020 West
Indies Championship with 523
runs in seven matches at an aver-
age of 58.11.

“The new cricketing environ-
ment will take some getting used to.

However, being in England and
working together for four weeks
before the first Test will give the
squad the opportunity to get accli-
matized and hopefully, mentally and
technically adjusted to the demands
of the new environment,” said lead
selector Roger Harper.

“Playing in July could be a bless-
ing as the weather is likely to be
warmer which will allow the squad
more of an opportunity to play its
best cricket.”

��������	

Jason Holder, K Brathwaite, Shai
Hope, Shane Dowrich, Roston
Chase, Shemarh Brooks, Rakheem
Cornwall, Nkrumah Bonner, Alzarri
Joseph, Chemar Holder, John
Campbell, Raymon Reifer, Kemar
Roach, J Blackwood.
Reserves: Sunil Ambris, Joshua Da
Silva, S Gabriel, Keon Harding,
Kyle Mayers, Preston McSween, M
Mindley, Shane Moseley, Anderson
Phillip, O Thomas, Jomel Warrican.
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He is Virat Kohlis go-to-man in limited-
overs cricket when the team needs a

wicket. While the modern era has seen bats-
men take spinners to the cleaners in the
shorter formats of the game, left-arm spin-
ner Kuldeep Yadav rarely fails to answer his
skippers call. Interestingly, Kuldeep says he
has learnt a lot about handling pressure sit-
uations from the skipper.

Speaking about how does he handle the
role of a wicket-taker when batsmen are
known to take on the spinners and runs are
bound to be leaked? The 25-year old
Kuldeep says that the confidence the skip-
per shows in him is vital and also that he
takes a leaf or two out of Kohli’s book when
it comes to handling pressure.

“If your captain believes in you, giving
your best on the field becomes easy. From
Virat, we learn a lot of things like how to
manage difficult situations. He never fails to
motivate young players. I remember when
I was new in the team he backed me a lot.
In fact, now also, he is always there for me.
He always appreciates your skills and we have
a great tuning together. The best quality of
Virat is that he also understands the team and
its player’s well which makes our job easy on
field,” he pointed.
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Flamboyant Indian all-rounder
Hardik Pandya is wary of risking his

injury-ravaged back for Test cricket right
now and says it’s because he understands
his “importance” in the white-ball for-
mats.

Pandya hasn’t played a Test since
September 2018, appearing in a total of
11 five-day matches, but has cemented
his place as a big-hitting all-rounder in
the limited overs formats. He is current-
ly on road to recovery from the back
injury which needed a surgery last year.

“I see myself as a back-up seamer
for sure. After my back surgery, I don’t
know, playing Test cricket right now will
be a challenge,” the 26-year-old told
Cricbuzz in Conversation.

“If I was a Test player and didn’t
have the game in white-ball cricket, I
could go now and risk my back in Tests
but I know my importance in white ball
cricket. “It has happened that I played
Tests and then didn’t do well in ODIs
and T20s because my plus point is my
energy,” he explained.

Pandya first picked up the back
injury in 2018 when he was stretchered
off the field during an Asia Cup match
against Pakistan.

Recalling the day, Pandya said he
thought his career was over.

“I genuinely thought that my career
is over because I’d never seen anyone
being stretchered off. I was knocked out
for 10 minutes, after that the pain never
went down.

“What happens to me is that my
body goes into recovery mode straight
away... Asia Cup was anyway going to
be my last series before being rested but
then the injury happened,” he remem-
bered. Pandya said he owes it to his IPL
team Mumbai Indians’ coach Ricky
Ponting for being there for him during
the tough phase.

“In 2015, someone who looked after
me the best was Ricky Ponting. He

looked after me as a child. I felt like he
was a father figure for me. Learnt so
much,” he said.

“Ricky taught me situations, mind-
sets. He used to sit with me before I went
into bat. I would sit near boundary rope
and call Ricky. He would sit with me and
tell me what’s happening. So I grasped
and learnt quickly,” he revealed.

Speaking of support, national skip-
per Virat Kohli, coach Ravi Shastri and
NCA Director Rahul Dravid are also
among those, Pandya feels grateful to.

“Virat, Rohit (Sharma) or Ravi sir
don’t come and teach you the game.
They have given me that freedom,” he
said.

“The security that they gave me
backing with all their heart helped big
time. That was the reason I started tak-
ing decisions on my own,” he added.

As for Dravid, Pandya said he is
thankful to the former captain for
never judging him.

“...He accepted the way I am. He
never judged me. Always respected me
as a cricketer. He enjoyed my work
ethic,” Pandya said. 

*�*��&,Former pacer Irfan
Pathan believes the Indian
team management will have
to focus on the bowlers
and be “extremely careful”
with regard to injury man-
agement once the players hit
the ground after the coron-
avirus-forced hiatus.

Players in India haven’t
been able to practise since
March 25 due to the coun-
trywide lockdown.

It was pacer Shardul
Thakur who became the
first Indian team member to
resume training after he
bowled in the nets in

Palghar last month.
Pathan feels that any

team, including an IPL one,
will have to be careful with
the bowlers, who would be
more prone to injury having
been out of action for more
than two months.

“Injury management is
the most important thing.
We will have to focus on all
the bowlers,” Pathan, who
has played 29 Tests and
120 ODIs for India, said on
Star Sports show Cricket
Connected.

The ICC also recently
came up with specific

guidelines for bowlers, sug-
gesting that teams would
need to exercise caution
over bowlers’ workloads to
avoid a serious injury like
stress fracture of the spine
as players get ready to
resume training.

“In a squad of 15, every
team has 4 to 6 bowlers. Be
it an IPL team, Indian team
or any international or
domestic team, we will
have to be extremely care-
ful about injury manage-
ment as our boys have
been out of action for a
while,” he said. PTI
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Spin great and ICC Cricket
Committee chairman Anil

Kumble on Wednesday reiterat-
ed the panel’s reluctance to
allow use of artificial substances
on the ball despite the saliva ban,
saying the balance between bat
and ball can be maintained by
“playing around” with the pitch-
es.

“So in cricket you have the
surface that you can play around
with and bring about a balance
between the bat and ball,” said
Kumble at a FICCI webinar.

The bowlers will miss using
saliva the most in Test cricket as
it aids them in generating both
conventional and reverse swing.

“...You can still probably
leave grass on the surface or even
have two spinners, let’s get spin-
ners back in the game in a Test,
because one day game or a T20
you are not really worried about
shining the ball. It’s Test match
that we are talking about,” said
the former India captain.

“And in a Test match why
not get two spinners to play in
Australia, two in England, which
doesn’t happen often.”

Like he had said right after
recommending saliva ban as an
interim measure, Kumble reiter-
ated that allowing use of artifi-
cial substances would have taken
the creativity out of the game.

“We’ve been very strict
about substances that have been
used on the ball. That was

something that we felt, the cre-
ativity was something that we
should not (tinker with),” he
said.

Kumble, however, admitted
that it would be hard for play-
ers to adjust to not using saliva.

“Although it is second
nature in cricket, and that’s
something that players will find
it hard to manage. And that’s
why I believe that at training,
they’d like to start slowly because

it’s not just about coming back
and playing cricket in a match,”
he said.

“It’s also about coming back
from two and a half months of
being locked up... And especial-
ly if you’re a bowler, you need to
have those bowling overs under
your belt before you start com-
peting.

“So, it’s important that you
slowly and gradually come back
into sort of normalcy that you
can and the advantage that
cricket has over other sports is
that there’s an element of
adjustable variance in the pitch,
which not many sport have,” he
added.

Kumble said the committee’s
recommendations focused on
resumption of cricket at the ear-
liest. “... I know there’s been a lot
of debate about shining the ball
but the idea was to kickstart
cricket, play the sport, and then
I’m sure things will fall in place.
Yes, there will be some chal-
lenges. You have to go one
game at a time.

��+
��$�&,There is a stark dif-
ference between what ace
javelin thrower Neeraj Chopra
is used to while training and
what he is doing now.
However, he is just happy to be
back outside even though for
now it is without a javelin, an
equipment that he has gained
mastery over in his career but
one that he could not do much
with during the last two
months.

“It was certainly a matter
of great happiness,” Neeraj
said when asked about how he
felt when he got the news of the
resumption of outdoor train-
ing. “This is the reason why we
are here at the camp, to train.
So when that was not an
option there was not much to
do. For now we are looking to
get back to the way we used to
train before all this.

“It’s not good for an athlete
to be away from training for

too long. For the past two
months I was doing some
excercise to maintain core fit-
ness but couldn’t really do
anything holding a javelin.
Now hopefully we can slowly
get back to our routine.”

The 22-year-old is one of
several elite athletes who were
holed up in the hostels of the

National Institute of Sport
(NIS) in Patiala throughout the
time that the lockdown had
been imposed. 

Outdoor training for ath-
letes at NIS started on Monday
but they are yet to be allowed
to use their equipment. Neeraj
however is not too bothered by
that as he has to rebuild
strength before going full
steam.

“(Training) starts around
6.30am and for now we are not
spending more than two hours.
Slowly we will increase the
intensity,” he said.

“My fitness levels have
dipped a bit in these last two
months. I have to get my
elbow and shoulders back to
full strength again and then
only will I get back to the heavy
training I used to do before.”

“The coaches haven’t real-
ly taken a measure of exactly
how much difference has come

in the body. Maybe there could
be a fitness test taken some
time in the future but I don’t
really know when. My weight
has not really changed much
it’s just a few crucial muscles
that need strengthening.”

AFI had said last month
that it is looking to resume the
domestic calendar in
September and Prez Adille
Sumariwalla has made it clear
that no foreign training camps
will be held for any athlete this
year. Neeraj said that with no
competitions in the horizons,
there is no rush to get back to
training with full intensity.

“The thing is there are no
competitions happening in the
near future so we don’t need to
rush with anything. This year
at least until November there
won’t be anything. There is no
scope of going outside of
course, for any training or
competitions,” he said. IANS

-���$,
 Afghanistan Cricket
Board (ACB) on Wednesday
held discussions with skipper
Asghar Afghan and head coach
Lance Klusener to discuss the
possible resumption of crick-
et in the country.

The ACB is looking to
host a training camp later this
month in Kabul and stated
they will be following all nec-
essary Government and World
Health Organisation proto-
cols.

“ACB leadership held a
video conference with Head
Coach Lance Klusener, Chief
Selector Andy Moles, Skipper
Asghar Afghan and some ACB
officials as they discussed the
training camp in June which
shall be held in Kabul as per
guidelines by WHO and
Ministry of Public Health,”
the Board tweeted.
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 ��$�&, Former England
star Steve McManaman feels
that big clubs like Real Madrid
and Barcelona, which feature
top players and have big
squads, will do better than oth-
ers when the La Liga restarts
next week behind closed doors
amid the Covid-19 pandemic.

Lionel Messi’s Barcelona
and Real Madrid are at first and
second position respectively in
the 20-team standings after 27
matches each with two points
separating them. 

“The schedule is tight with
just 5-6 weeks and so the
teams with quality players and
big squads, which have better
player back-ups, will do better.
Barcelona and Real Madrid
have these and it is a very close
race between the two at the
top,” McManaman said during
virtual press conference.

McManaman also said
that the three months break
due to the Covid-19 pandem-
ic has also given time to some
top players in Barcelona and
Real Madrid to recover from
their injuries.

“Those injured (in
Barcelona and Real Madrid)
are back. Everybody seemed to
be fit and so they will benefit
from the three months of
break. I hope Real Madrid win
the La Liga,” said the former

England midfielder, who won
37 international caps between
1994 and 2001.

While former Spain and
Barcelona midfielder Luis
Garcia, said the players should
avoid getting injured in the ini-
tial matches.

“The players had three
months without playing and so
they should not get injured in
the first couple of matches. But
the most important thing is
their safety,” he said. PTI

8���-8���,
The German football feder-
ation will not punish players who protest
against the killing of George Floyd and
racism.

Several players in Germany have
made statements with gestures or mes-
sages on their clothing since Floyd died
on May 25 after a white Minneapolis
police officer pressed his knee for sev-
eral minutes on his neck.

The federation, known as the DFB,
on Wednesday said it opposed punish-
ing any players because it believes their
anti-racism messages match the feder-
ation’s own principles.

“The DFB has made a strong stand
against any form of racism, discrimina-
tion or violence and stands for tolerance,
openness and diversity, values which are
also anchored in the DFB’s statutes,” fed-
eration president Fritz Keller said in a
statement.

“Therefore the players’ actions have
our respect and our understanding.”

The statement named four players
who protested during last weekend’s
games — Achraf Hakimi, Jadon Sancho,
Weston McKennie and Marcus Thuram
— but made clear the same approach
would apply to any future protests.

Germany’s approach has the back-
ing of FIFA. The governing body of
world football said on Tuesday that such
demonstrations “deserve an applause and
not a punishment.” AFP

$(��(�,Tottenham forward
Son Heung-min says he
enjoyed the “tough” chal-
lenge of his three-week spell
doing military service in
South Korea.

Son completed his
mandatory training last
month while Spurs wait-
ed for the Premier
League season to
resume. “It was a
good experience,”
he told Spurs
TV. “I couldn’t
say every-
thing that

I’ve done but I really enjoyed
it. The three weeks

were tough but I
tried to enjoy it.”

He added:
“The first day,
we don’t know
each other so
it’s a bit weird
but soon we

got to know
each other. We
spent every day
together in one
room, 10 people.
We were very
close, working

together, we helped each
other so the time was fantas-
tic.”

Son was out injured for
the final weeks before the
League was suspended and
cannot wait to get going
when the season restarts.

“I’m physically fine, I’m
working really, really hard to
be at my maximum level and
it’s nearly there,” he said.

“Everyone is back, every-
one is in good shape.
Everyone wants to play again
and everyone is motivated,”
he added. AFP
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England skipper Joe Root
might have to skip the

opening Test against West
Indies if it coincides with
the impending birth of
his second child with
vice-captain Ben Stokes
taking over the mantle.

In fact, Root has
backed Stokes, whom
he believes will be a
“fantastic captain”.

“I think if Ben
was captain he would
be fantastic. One of
his great qualities as vice-
captain and as a leader is
that he sets the example, the
way he goes about his
training, how he wants to
bowl in difficult circum-
stances, the way he stands
up in different scenarios
with the bat,” Root said.

“He drags people with him and
gets the best out of the players
around him. I think that’s a
great quality to have as a leader
and something he can take into

captaincy if he was to get
the opportunity. I could
see him doing a very
good job.”

Root said Stokes can
be a huge success not
only in short term but

even if he is given the job
for long term.

“People will always
look up to him and want to
play for him, whether cap-
tain or not. But especially as
captain he’ll have people
wanting to play for him and
short-term he’d be a huge
success. Until you get the
opportunity to do it longer,
you just never know, it might
be a huge success. I wouldn’t
put it past him,” he said.
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