
PNS n HYDERABAD

Pledging his government's full
support to the family of
Colonel Santosh Babu, killed in
the clash with Chinese troops,
Telangana Chief Minister K
Chandrasekhar Rao on
Monday visited the bereaved
members and handed over
cheques for Rs five crore ex-
gratia announced by him.

Rao met the family mem-
bers at their residence at
Suryapet town, about 130 kms
from here, consoled them and
hailed the supreme sacrifice of
Santosh in the service of the
nation besides handing over
the appointment letter to his
wife for a state government job

in top rank, an official release
said here.

The 39-year old colonel
was among 20 Indian soldiers
who were ki l led in the
Galwan Valley in eastern
Ladakh on June 15 during a
violent clash with Chinese
troops in the biggest military
confrontation in over five
decades.

Soon after reaching the
house of Santosh, Rao paid flo-
ral tributes to a portrait of the

martyred officer and consoled
his wife Santoshi, parents
Upender and Manjula and
others, the release said.

The CM also spoke to
Santosh's young children, it
said.

Rao expressed his anguish
over the Army officers death
and assured to stand by the
family as he told them they
could contact him whenever
they needed any help.
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MAHA CORONA CASES SPIKE BY
3,721 TO 1,35,796; 62 MORE DIE 

MUKESH AMBANI JOINS CLUB OF WORLD'S
10 RICHEST PEOPLE, TAKES 9TH SPOT

T
he net worth of Mukesh Ambani, chairman of Reliance Industries Ltd.,
has jumped to $64.5 billion, making him the only Asian tycoon

in the exclusive club of the world's top 10 richest people,
according to the Bloomberg Billionaires Index. He overtook
Larry Ellison of Oracle Corp. and France's Francoise
Bettencourt Meyers, the wealthiest woman, to reach the No.
9 spot. Ambani, who owns 42 per cent of Reliance, has
benefited from a flurry of investment into the
company's digital unit, Jio Platforms Ltd., that
Reliance said has made it net-debt free ahead of
a March 2021 target. 

W
ith addition of 3,721 new COVID-19 cases on Monday, Maharashtra's
total count has risen to 1,35,796, a Health official said. With 62 more

people succumbing to the infection, the number of fatalities has gone up
to 6,283, he said. A total of 1,962 patients were discharged in the day,
taking the number of the recovered cases to 67,706,
the official said. The number of active cases under
treatment now stands at 61,793 in the state.
Maharashtra COVID-19 figures are as follows:
positive cases 1,35,796, new cases 3,721, deaths
6,283, persons discharged 67,706, active cases
61,793, people tested so far 7,87,419.

US President Donald Trump's plan to restrict employment-based visas
could affect an estimated 240,000 people seeking to work in the US across
industries from technology to finance and hospitality. Trump said in a Fox
News interview Saturday that he will announce new restrictions
on various work visas Sunday or Monday. The plan won't
affect certain workers who are already in the US, he added.
There will be very few exclusions, Trump said, when asked
about upcoming rules on several different visa categories,
including the H-1B program for high-skilled workers, the L-1
program for managers transferring within their companies,
and H-2B visas for non-agricultural temporary workers.

TRUMP TO ORDER NEW H-1B VISA CURBS
IN A PLAN THAT MAY AFFECT 2,40,000

T
he Uddhav Thackeray government in Maharashtra has paused
three projects signed with Chinese companies days after the India-

China clash at Ladakh in which 20 Indian soldiers were killed. The
projects, with proposed investments worth over Rs
5,000 crore, were finalised at the recent "Magnetic
Maharashtra 2.0" investor meet held just before the
border fight. "Yes, the decision was taken after
consulting the centre. We have put the projects on
hold and are waiting for further directives from the
centre," Maharashtra Industry Minister
Subhash Desai said. 

MAHARASHTRA PAUSES 3 CHINESE
PROJECTS DAYS AFTER LADAKH CLASH

HHYYDDEERRAABBAADD
WWEEAATTHHEERR

Current Weather Conditions
Updated June 22, 2020 5:00 PM 

AALLMMAANNAACC  

TODAY

Month & Paksham:

Ashadha & Shukla Paksha

Panchangam

Tithi : Dwitiya: 11:18 am

Nakshatram:Punarvasu: 01:33 pm

Time to Avoid: (Bad time to start 

any important work)

Rahukalam: 03:34 pm – 05:11 pm

Yamagandam: 09:02 am – 10:40 am

Varjyam: 09:25 pm – 10:59 pm

Gulika: 12:18 pm - 01:56 pm

Good Time: (to start any important work)

Amritakalam: 11:08 am – 12:44 pm

Abhijit Muhurtham: 11:52 am – 12:44 pm

FFoorreeccaasstt:: Haze
TTeemmpp:: 31/24
HHuummiiddiittyy:: 6666%
SSuunnrriissee:: 05.43 am
SSuunnsseett:: 06.53 pm

PNS n HYDERABAD

Allaying fears stoked by a 'fake'
survey, the TS government on
Monday denied suggestions
that the state faces the second
highest risk of community
transmission of Covid-19 in
the country, after Delhi.

The survey in question,
attributed to India in Pixels,
claimed that, at 122 per cent
Telangana is in high risk zone,
next only to New Delhi, which
tops the list at 143 per cent.
The survey, reportedly based
on data harvested by Aarogya
Setu app, claims to have deter-
mined the levels of risk of
community transmission in
various states, including
Maharashtra (65%), Tamil
Nadu (38%) and Andhra
Pradesh (8%).

Describing the study as
'plain mischief ', the Telangana
Health Department issued a
statement, saying, "This is com-
plete misinterpretation of data

and not a true reflection of the
situation on ground."

"The formula behind this

infographic is the creation of a
private person who is neither
a doctor nor an expert.  It is

neither a scientific formula
nor issued by the Government. 

KCR trying hard to pay full
salaries, pensions this month

L VENKAT RAM REDDY
n HYDERABAD

After having paid truncated
salaries and pensions for three
consecutive months, the
Telangana State government is
mulling to pay full amounts to its
employees and retired staff in
July.

As things stand, the govern-
ment requires about Rs 3,500
crore to pay salaries and pen-
sions in full.  So, the govern-
ment has decided to auction
bonds to raise Rs 2,000 crore
additionally on June 23.  The
rest -- Rs 1,500 crore may be
adjusted from its own
resources.

The TS government has

already raised Rs 12,000 crore
through auctions of bonds
within three months this fiscal
2020-21 --from April-June.
The fresh auction would take
the total amount raised to Rs
14,000 crore. 

The TS government is eligi-
ble to auction bonds worth Rs
15,000 crore for this entire fis-
cal.  Thus, it is already just Rs
1,000 crore short of reaching
the ceiling.

TS rejects ‘fake’ survey on
community transmission
n Arogya Setu app is not used by everyone; numbers are misleading

PNS n HYDERABAD

The Telangana Institute of
Medical Sciences and Research
(TIMS) will be inaugurated
within a week, Health Minister
Eatala Rajender declared on
Monday.  He said that Prof
Vimala Thomas has been
appointed as the officiating
head. 

Minister Rajender issued a
number of directions during
a review with the officials of
the Ministry of Health at the
Family Welfare Office in Vengal
Rao Nagar.  He ordered that

50% of the staff at TIMS should
be engaged on a weekly basis on
rotation and they
should be available
in three shifts.

Eatala said that
the government
labs were able to
perform 2,290
tests per day

so far. 

He announced that in anoth-
er week, the state will be able to
increase testing capacity by 4,310
tests, thus being in a position to
conduct 6,600 tests per
day.Eatala said "the Center is just
clapping hands without funding
in the control of coronavirus
pandemic. So far, only 214

crores has been released by
the Centre, he said.

He said that it
was shameful to
stage dharnas in
front of the hospi-
tal for political
reasons. 

Centre  confined to clapping and
lighting lamps, Eatala ridicules

Doctor succumbs
to Covid-19
PNS n HYDERABAD

In a first in TS, a Hyderabad-
based doctor succumbed to
coronavirus on Monday. The
70-year-old doctor,
Gnanaeshwar, who had been
running a private clinic in
Khairatabad for over a
decade, was reportedly
admitted to KIMS on June 16
with high fever. 

As he tested positive for
coronavirus, he was shifted
to Gandhi Hospital on 20
June. The doctor had comor-
bidities, including hyperten-
sion.

The official announcement
regarding the death of the
doctor has raised a controver-
sy as the time of his death was
mentioned as 4:23 pm on
June 22, though the docu-
ments were released in the
morning on Monday. The
family declared that the doc-
tor succumbed to the virus at
8:00 pm on Sunday.

More than 100 doctors
have tested positive for
COVID-19 so far in
Hyderabad.

CM KCR  visits family of martyred
Colonel; Hands over Rs 5 cr cheques

PNS n HYDERABAD

The Covid-19 caseload in TS
seems to be mounting unabat-
edly, with 872 people testing
positive for coronavirus on
Monday.  This biggest-ever
single-day spike of coron-
avirus cases takes the state’s
count to 8,674.  

As many as 713 of the
fresh cases were
reported in
GHMC area,
while 107 cases
is a new high
for Ranga-
reddy district.
Among those
who tested pos-
itive is a GHMC
corporator and 4 of
her srelatives. Twelve
out of 33 districts in the state
reported cases on Monday. 

The state had recorded the
highest single-day surge on
Sunday with 730 coronavirus
cases. Monday also witnessed

seven new fatal-
ities, pushing the

state’s death toll to
217.

In all, 3,189 samples were
tested on Monday, taking the
total figure of tests to 60,243.
There are 4,452 active cases in
Telangana and 4,005  people
have been discharged.

872 cases in a day,
panic mounts in State

In-charge VC rule 11 universities in Telangana
PNS n HYDERABAD

Four months have elapsed since
Chief Minister K
Chandrasekhar Rao prodded
the authorities on the pressing
need to appoint regular Vice
Chancellors to universities
being run by in-charge VCs.
On February 19 this year, the
Chief Minister specifically asked
officials to come up with names
by constituting search com-
mittees.  The universities were
also advised to constitute the
Executive Committees prior to

the appointment of VCs.  The
Chief Minister wanted the
whole process to be completed
in two or four weeks. Still, 11
universities in Telangana are still
languishing under in-charge
vice-chancellors, who are seen
more as lame ducks than as
heads of institutions.

Eleven of the 15 universities
in the state are under the con-
trol of the Education
Department. The 11 varsities
are being administered by in-
charge VCs since the RGUKT
was sanctioned to Telangana at

Basara.  The Satavahana
University has been adminis-
tered by in-charge VC for the
past three years.

The Mahatma Gandhi
University has been under the
control of in-charge VC since
June 30 last year. Likewise,
Osmania, Kakatiya, Telangana,
Palamuru, JNTU, Potti
Sriramulu Telugu university
and Dr BR Ambedkar Open
Universities have been running
under the aegis of in-charge
VCs since July 24.  

Disinformation no substitute
for leadership: Manmohan 

All SSC students
promoted in TS
PNS n HYDERABAD

The TS Board of Secondary
Education (BSE) announced
SSC results on Monday.

In a statement, Education
Minister Sabita Indra Reddy
mentioned that all students
who had registered for the
March 2020 SSC Public
Examination were declared
successful in view of the coro-
navirus crisis.  The grades of
SSC students have been
finalised. The results were
uploaded onto the board's web-
site www.bse.telangana.gov.in
on Monday at 3-00 pm. 

In all, 5,34,903 students
were declared passed and
their grades decided on the
basis of marks obtained dur-
ing internal assessment. 

51 L farmers get Rs 5,295 cr Rythu Bandhu 
PNS n HYDERABAD

Agriculture Minister S
Niranjan Reddy said on
Monday that Rs 5,294.53 crore
had been credited to the bank
accounts of 50.84 lakh farmers
with the help of new technol-
ogy. Also, 63,477 RoFR
(Recognition of Forest Rights)
Agency Area pattadar farmers
received Rs 82.37 crore into
their bank accounts. 

About 5 lakh farmers were
yet to give their bank account
details.  So, Agriculture

Extension Officers had been
asked to credit the amount to
these farmers' bank accounts as

and when details were received.  
All farmers who had

received pattadar passbooks up

to June 16 were eligible to
derive benefits under Rythu
Bandhu scheme, the Minister
said. The government has allo-
cated Rs 14,000 crore to extend
input subsidy to farmers under
Rythu Bandhu during Kharif
and Rabi. Telangana was the
only state to lend every support
to the farmer, he said. 

The pro-farmer policies of
the K Chandrasekhar Rao gov-
ernment had been serving as
examples for the whole coun-
try to emulate.  

Telangana Governor Tamilisai participated in a video conference interacting with
Palamuru University academicians and administrators on Monday. 

n Lines up auction of bonds on June 23 to raise Rs 2,000 cr
n To adjust another Rs 1,500 crore from its own resources

Government has
decided to auction
bonds to raise Rs
2,000 crore
additionally on
June 23.  The rest --
Rs 1,500 crore may
be adjusted from
its own resources.

The state had
recorded the highest
single-day surge on
Sunday with 730
coronavirus cases.
Monday also
witnessed  seven

new fatalities in
the last,

pushing the
state’s
death toll
to 217.

Agriculture
Extension Officers
had been asked to
credit the amount
to these farmers'
bank accounts as
and when details
were received. 

KCR expressed his anguish over the Army
officers death and assured to stand by the
family as he told them they could contact
him whenever they needed any help

2

2

PNS n NEW DELHI

The Congress and the BJP on
Monday engaged in a bitter
verbal duel over the govern-
ment's handling of the Ladakh
stand-off with China, after
opposition party leader
Manmohan Singh said disin-
formation is no substitute for
decisive leadership and asked
the Prime Minister to be
mindful of the implications of
his words, drawing the ire of

the ruling party, which accused
Singh of "abjectly surrender-
ing" hundreds of square kilo-
metres of India's land to China.

22

713 in GHMC and 107 in RR district

Chief Minister K Chandrasekhar Rao handed over to martyred Col Santosh's wife Santoshi her appointment letter and other
documents in Suryapet on Monday.
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EGG 

RATES

` 50,580 (10 gm)

 ̀860
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` 48,800 (1kg)

` 7750

HYDERABAD 340

VIJAYAWADA 370

VISAKHAPATNAM 375

RREETTAAIILL PPRRIICCEE `̀33..5500

SILVER

HYDERABAD

BULLION RATES

`̀//110000 

CHICKEN 

RATES

Dressed/With Skin `162

Without Skin `185

Broiler at Farm `112

`̀//KKGG

(IN HYDERABAD)

I
f anyone fails to notice the
difference in the way
Jawaharlal Nehru respond-

ed to the Sino-Indian conflict
in 1962 and Prime Minister
Narendra Modi’s response to
the recent clashes at the bor-
der, they should be regarded
as fools who do not travel with
time.  

Leaders of yore compro-
mised on various issues and
were keen on grabbing power
freeing India from the British
Rule. They also were keen to
introduce politics of heredity
in the country. 

The short-sighted leaders
were power hungry, but did
not exhibit the yearning to
protect the sovereignty and
frontiers of the country and
the dignity of its people. 

People should be shocked at
Nehru’s response to China
occupying Aksai Chin area in
Ladakh in 1961. During a
debate on the issue in the
Rajya Sabha on December 5,
1961, Nehru said that the
Aksai Chin was the place
where even grass does not
grow and people would not
reside at the height of 17,000
feet above sea level. 

Responding to Nehru’s con-
tention, member of the
Constituent Assembly
Mahavir Tyagi, showing his
bald head, said “Here, hair
does not grow. On that score,
can anybody say that the head
has no value at all?”

In fact, Sardar Patel, who
was responsible for merger of
over 562 Princely States with
the Union of India, had
warned Nehru not to walk
into the trap set by China. 

He warned Nehru, who by
virtue of his Panchsheel doc-
trine was complacent that
China would not harm India,
that China would make India
believe that it is peace-loving
country.  Nehru was limited to
writing letters to China. 

Jana Sangh founder Shyama
Prasad Mukerji also pointed
out Nehru’s blunders long
back; Nehru remaining pas-
sive to China encroaching
Tibet and India ordering uni-
lateral ceasefire in Kashmir to
allow Pakistan occupy a part
of it.

He protested against one
nation and two Constitutions
policy of the country and
entered Kashmir in 1953. The
Government put him in cus-
tody where he breathed his
last. Atal Behari Vajpayee
alleged conspiracy by Nehru
in the death of Mukerji. By
rejected a probe, Nehru con-
firmed Vajpayee’s contention. 

As warned by Shyama
Prasad Mukerji, China did not
stop at encroaching Tibet and
went on to occupy Aksai
Chin. 

As Nehru was dilly-dallying

to take action, in 1961 Chinese
forces marched 70 km west of
Tibet to occupy Sinkiang. In
October 1962, the Chinese
forces removed the Indian
border post at Dhola and
entered the North East
Frontier Agency region and
later the forces entered
Bombdila in Arunachal
Pradesh. 

As a result, Nehru got
General Thapar to resign and
shifted Krishna Menon, who
was Defence Minister.
Nobody could predict the
march of China into the coun-

try. There was none to resist. 
The Indian Army went up

to Assam and started return-
ing. Nehru in a radio message
said that his heart went out for
the people of Assam. As luck
would have it, China withdrew
its forces behind the LAC
observing ceasefire. The peo-
ple of Assam realised that
Nehru left then in the lurch. 

Because of Nehru’s policies,

Pakistan occupied a
part of Kashmir.
After the 1962
war with
India, China
reached a border
agreement with
Pakistan and occu-
pied a part of the PoK. 

But today’s India is different
from India of 1962. 

Modi was not born when
India became Independent. At
the age of eight, he became a
member of the RSS and
imbibed patriotism. That was
why, ever since he became the
PM he tried to set the wrongs
committed by previous
regimes.

The whole world approved
when Modi scrapped Article
370. 

The credit for teaching a
befitting lesson to Pakistan
and making it stand guilty of
promoting terrorism in front
of the world goes to Modi. 

Today, China would not be
able to encroach India as it did
in 1962. Then India has not

updated its weaponry.
Today, India’s comes

third after the USA
and China in terms
of defence spending.

Indian forces are
equipped with the state-of-

the-art weaponry. India is
battle ready engaging Pakistan
army at the international bor-
der. However, China’s battle
readiness is under question
since it did not engage itself in
any war after the 1979 war
with Vietnam. 

Both India and China have
nuclear weapons. Therefore,
China would not be able to
hazard a misadventure. 

Support for China is on the
wane with each passing day. Its
image has completely tar-
nished after the Covid-19
pandemic.  

All super powers across the
globe are extending the hand
of friendship to India. 

To achieve the objective to
finding a place for India in the
comity of the nations, Modi
tried to convert diplomatic ties

as economic ties. He also held
meeting with head of China at
Wuhan and Mamallapuram. 

At the same time, Modi has
sent the message that he is not
a weak leader like Nehru and
would not keep mum if India’s
capacities are underestimated.  

In Doklam, China under-
took construction in India-
Bhutan-China junction. 

But Indian Army crossed
the LAC and resisted China.
Col Santosh Babu and other
jawans were martyred dri-
ving away the Chinese forces
in Galwan valley. At the same
time, Indian forces killed
many Chinese soldiers. 

“Our soldiers died chasing
away enemy forces and did not
surrender even one post to
China,” declared Modi at the
all-party meeting.  

The morale of the
Opposition parties that hith-
erto surrendered to the rivals
at the cost of sovereignty of the
country dipped at the roar of
Modi.

To cover up their lapses,
they resorted to a malicious
campaign against Modi. They
should know what would hap-
pen if they were to spit on Sun. 

Y SATYA KUMAR 

BJP National Secretary 

TRULY 

SPEAKING

CHINA KNOWS IT CANNOT TOY WITH MODI
People should be shocked at Nehru’s
response to China occupying Aksai Chin
area in Ladakh in 1961. During a debate on
the issue in the Rajya Sabha on December 5,
1961, Nehru said that the Aksai Chin was
the place where even grass does not grow
and people would not reside at the height of
17,000 feet above sea level

PV KONDAL RAO

n WARANGAL

The people in rural areas in the
districts are in the grip of
Coronavirus fear as the posi-
tive cases are increasing man-
ifold in the state. Especially,
after Hyderabad, Jangaon dis-
trict witnessed rise in number
of positive cases. 

Though the numbers of
cases have not increased in the
Warangal urban and other
areas, the case of a fertilizer
dealer and his family testing
positive for Corona is sending
jitters among the farm sector. 

Initially Jangaon was never
an epicentre of the Corona
positive cases and cases were
evident in Warangal urban
and Bhupalpalli districts. There
were cases of home quarantine
in Veldanda village of Jangaon
district as a primary contact
from the Markaz sold mutton
through his shop to the vil-
lagers. However, that episode
has not created any serious
repercussions in the district as
the first phase occurrences
flared up during the serious
lockdown time.

The fresh phase of 'commu-
nity transmission' was of
course evident in the farm sec-
tor and if the number of cases
increases with the extended
testing process, the fear of
community transmission
would spread its tentacles in
the next week or so. 

The fear of this is sending
shivers down the spine of the
people and other business
establishments in the semi

urban parts of the region. The
semi urban areas and mandal
and revenue division head-
quarters of Jangaon district
have been taking necessary
precautions and in certain
parts connecting the rural
areas, the village public
announcement systems are
warning citizens without
masks and other precautions
facing the threat of fines.

Though the Suryapet district
has also witnessed a similar
kind of 'community transmis-
sion' in the first phase lock-
down, meticulous efforts from
the concerned officials have
enabled the region overcome
the threat of pandemic.
Though the district is some-
what free from Corona, the
adjacent areas like Aler in
Yadadri district are leaving no
stone unturned to overcome
the threat.

It may be recalled that
Telangana on Sunday record-

ed the steepest jump in the sin-
gle day Covid-19 cases with as
many as 730 people testing
positive for the virus.
Telangana was one of the first
states to impose the lockdown
and kept things largely under
control with strict enforce-
ment. However, the surge after
the relaxation in the lock-
down upset all its calcula-
tions.

The officials in the health
department point out that
every time the government felt
that it had contained the
spread, a new problem
cropped up.

In the initial phase, it was
the arrival of people from
abroad which kept the author-
ities on tenterhooks. By screen-
ing the passengers at the air-
port, testing those with sus-
pected symptoms and by send-
ing others to quarantine, the
authorities were able to keep
things under control.

TS districts in grip 
of Corona fear

PNS n MANCHERIAL

Government Whip and
Chennur MLA Balka Suman
instructed the officials to expe-
dite developmental works in
the district. He was speaking at
a review meeting with officials
concerned on Telanganaku
Haritha Haram, 2BHK houses,
Roads, Raithu Bandhu and
other schemes in Chennur on
Monday.

Suman said Chief Minister
K Chandrasekhar Rao was
leaving no stone unturned to
increase green cover in the
State through Haritha Haram.
He requested the officials of the
Forest department to achieve
the annual target set for this
edition of the massive planta-
tion drive and to ensure 100
per cent survival rate of
saplings. He added forests play
a vital role in reducing global
warming.

The Government Whip
reviewed progress develop-
mental works taken by various

departments from the last one
year. He told them to speed the
activities to avoid inconve-
nience to the public. He
ordered the officials of the
District Rural Development
Organisation to utilise funds
for constructing rainwater
recharge pits. He asked the
authorities to have coordina-
tion with public representa-
tives.

The legislator told the offi-

cials and public representatives
to focus on development of
Chennur Assembly constituen-
cy and to make it a model seg-
ment in Telangana. He said the
constituency would grow on
many fronts in particular irri-
gation and agriculture soon. He
stated that he had laid a special
focus on it and was striving hard
for bringing adequate funds
from the government. 

Collector Bharati Hollikeri,

DCP D Uday Kumar Reddy,
In-charge DFO Lavanya,
DRDO Sheshadri, Zilla
Parishad, CEO Narender
municipal and DPO
Veerabuchaiah Chennur chair-
person Archana Gilda and
commissioner K Bapu and
many other officials were pre-
sent. MP Dr B Venkatesh
Netha and MLC P Satheesh
Kumar also participated in the
meeting. 

Officials told to expedite pending works 

Government Whip and Chennur MLA Balka Suman addressing a gathering at a programme on Monday

Continued from Page 1

This is the first time that TS has
registered 100% pass percent-
age. Last year, 92.43 per cent
students had passed the exam
--all-time high. In 2018, the
pass percentage was 84.4.

The Minister asked students
to collect their marks memo-
randa from their schools. In
case of any discrepancies in the
marks memoranda, students
are advised to apply to the SSC
Board through their respective
headmasters. She suggested
that students should select
their future course according to
their aptitude in order to have
a bright future. 

Examinations were held for
only three papers before the
lockdown took effect.
Examinations for nine papers,
including major subjects like
English, Mathematics and
Science, could not be con-
ducted.

Continued from Page 1

JNAFAU Vice-Chancellor
post has remained vacant since
Jan 17. 

Appointment of regular
VCs has become imperative.
For, the absence of regular VC
has affected administrative
supervision and has halted
developmental work in the
universities. Amidst all this,
the state government has given
permission to start five private
universities, drawing flak from
various sections. 

In this backdrop, the gov-
ernment issued a notification
on July 23 last year for
appointing VCs for nine uni-
versities, with JNAFAU and
RGUKT being the exceptions.
In all, 984 had applied for the
post then. 

Governor Tamilisai
Soundarrajan reviewed the
situation on September 17.
The government, sensing pres-
sure from the Raj Bhavan, did
constitute search committees
in September. However, things
have not fallen in place for it
to appoint regular VCs.  In
February this year, the govern-
ment asked officials to com-
plete the process in two or four
weeks. 

The search committees con-
stituted by the state govern-
ment have not held a single
meeting till date. For each uni-
versity, a three-member search
committee has been appoint-
ed, with Chief Secretary
Somesh Kumar being the state
government nominee on it.  

Most of the varsity nomi-
nees are from Telangana and
locals have been named as
UGC nominees.  Yet, the
search committees have not
met even once in the past nine
months.  This has drawn crit-
icism from all quarters.
Officials decry that there is no
scope for holding the meetings
now because of the Covid-19
threat.  However, some circles
argue that the meetings could
still be held via video confer-
ence. As for applicants for VC
posts, many professors could
not apply in response to the
notification issue last year as
they do not have the requisite
experience of 10 years. Some
of them in fact fell short of
experience by just one month.
These professors have now
urged the government to give
them an opportunity to apply.  

Meanwhile, those who had
applied earlier have since
improved their merit. 

He personally handed over
a letter appointing Santoshi as
a Group I service officer in the
state government and docu-
ments allotting a house site of
711 sq yards at the Banjara
Hills here, the release said.

Rao gave a cheque for Rs
four crore to Santoshi and Rs
one crore to Col Santoshs par-

ents. Talking to reporters later,
Santoshi thanked the chief
minister for the financial sup-
port and said the state govern-
ment has given her the choice
of choosing a department to
take up a job in the Group I
cadre, the top rank in the state
service.

She also thanked Rao and

the state government for
announcing financial assis-
tance of Rs 10 lakh each to the
kin of the 19 other jawans who
were killed in the clash with
Chinese troops.

Energy Minister G
Jagadeesh Reddy, who hails
from Suryapet, accompanied
Rao during the visit and said a

bronze statue of the martyred
officer would be installed in his
home town.

Rao invited Santosh Babu's
family members to his resi-
dence for lunch, Reddy said.

Santosh's mother said Raos
visit to their residence gave
them courage and thanked
him for his support.

CM KCR  visits family of martyred...

Continued from Page 1

The policies in TS would
help pave way for bright
future of the country, he said. 

Describing Rythu Bandhu
as unique in the country, the
Minister said the scheme had
become feasible because of
the far-sightedness of KCR.
He greeted Agriculture,
Finance and Revenue
Department employees for
generating funds for the Rytu
Bandhu scheme. 

Disinformation 
no substitute for...

In-charge VC rule 11
universities in Telangana

Continued from Page 1

Speaking for the first time
on the Ladakh stand-off, the
former prime minister also
called upon his successor to
ensure justice for soldiers who
died defending India's territo-
rial integrity, asserting that "to
do any less would be a historic
betrayal of people's faith."

In a statement, Singh said
the government's decisions
and actions will have serious
bearings on how the future
generations perceive us, and
claimed that China is "brazen-
ly and illegally" seeking to
claim parts of Indian territo-
ry such as the Galwan Valley
and the Pangong Tso Lake by
committing multiple incur-
sions since April 2020 till
date. He also said the prime
minister must always be mind-
ful of the implications of his
words and declarations on
our nation's security as also
strategic and territorial inter-
ests, in an apparent criticism

of Narendra Modi's remarks at
an all-party meeting last week
that neither is anyone inside
India's territory nor has any-
one captured its posts while
referring to Ladakh face-off.

The Prime Minister's Office
has already clarified Modi's
comments, and said attempts
are being made to give a "mis-
chievous interpretation".

"We remind the
Government that disinforma-
tion is no substitute for diplo-
macy or decisive leadership.
The truth cannot be sup-
pressed by having pliant allies
spout comforting but false
statements," Singh said.

Reacting sharply to Singh's
critical remarks, the BJP
launched a stinging counter-
attack against him and the
Congress.

In a series of tweets, BJP
president J P Nadda said the
senior Congress leader and his
party should stop "insulting"
our forces repeatedly and
questioning their valour.

51 L farmers 
get Rs 5,295 cr
Rythu Bandhu

All SSC
students
promoted in TS

Continued from page 1

State government employ-
ees are being paid half their
salary and pensioners 75% of
their pension since April
this year due to financial cri-
sis aggravated by the corona-
induced two-month-long
national lockdown that fol-
lowed the March 22nd Janata
Curfew.

In a day or two, Chief
Minister K Chandrasekhar
Rao may hold a high-level
meeting to take stock of the
state's financial position and
explore options to pay full
salaries and pensions from
this month.

The government's deci-
sion to impose cuts in
salaries and pensions had

invited the wrath of
Telangana employees and
pensioners. Cases have been
filed in the Telangana High
Court against the govern-
ment's decision.  The High
Court had found fault with
the government for imposing
cuts in pensions, seeking to
know under which Act this
was done.

In this backdrop, the state
government hurriedly pro-
mulgated an ordinance
empowering the state gov-
ernment to defer payment of
salaries and pensions for a
period of six months -- from
March to September this
year. This led to apprehen-
sions that the pay cuts would
continue till September.

The TS government has

been under tremendous
pressure from employees'
and pensioners' unions to
pay full salaries, particular-
ly after the Andhra Pradesh
government restored full
salaries and pensions from
May after having imposed
cuts in March and April.
The TS unions sought to
know why a revenue-sur-
plus state like Telangana
can't do it when a revenue-
deficit state like AP could
pay full salaries and pen-
sions.   

In this backdrop, the TS
government is now trying to
stretch its resources to
arrange funds for making
make full payments for staff
and pensioners this month.

The TS government had

pinned hopes on the option
to auction bonds with the
Centre

raising FRBM borrowing
limit of all States from 3% to
5% of GSDP to help tide over
the present financial crisis
aggravated by the prolonged
lockdown. Of the 2% hike
allowed by the Centre, just
0.5% hike is unconditional,
which the TS government
wants to utilise and raise an
additional Rs 5,000 crore.
The rest of the hike -- 1.5%
-- is conditional.  In order to
avail this, the Centre has
required States to implement
reforms in the power sector,
urban local bodies etc, which
the TS government has
refused to do, come what
may.

KCR trying hard to pay full salaries...TS rejects
‘fake’ survey
on community
transmission
Continued from Page 1

The formula assumes that
only 2,933 are in quarantine
in Telangana which is an
absolute lie. The actual num-
ber of people in quarantine in
the state will be several times
that number," the statement
pointed out. The Health
Department mentioned that
the infographic uses self-
reported data from Aarogya
Setu app, which is not used by
everyone. The map suggests
the data is based on Aarogya
Setu app, which is self-report-
ed and it assumes the figures
to be correct. 



PNS n HYDERABAD

Municipal Administration &
Urban Development Minister
KT Rama Rao held a review
meeting with corporators and
Greater Hyderabad Municipal
Corporation (GHMC) offi-
cials on the implementation of
'Telangana Ku Haritha Haaram'
programme on Monday.

The Minister said that the
sixth phase of Haritha Haaram
will be implemented from June
25 to August 15, 2020 and
Chief Minister will launch the
programme. 

He said that the government
fixed the target to plant 2.5
crores saplings in GHMC area. 

As part of Haritha Haram
700 tree parks and 75 Yadadri
model plantations will be taken
up in GHMC. Yadadri Model
plantation should be taken up
where sufficient government
lands are available including
OU campus, Central
University, NGRI, endowments
land and others.  

To improve greenery in the
state, Chief Minister K
Chandrashekar Rao, envisaged
massive task in a phased man-
ner and designed to TKHH
programme.       

Instructing officials to create
awareness among the people,
the Minister said that the need
of greenery is evitable at the
juncture and to create good
ambiance to the future gener-
ation for their well being and
explain the benefits of clean air
to keep the body in good
health. 

He asked corporators, and
officials to involve the local res-
idents, Residential Welfare
Associations, Colony Welfare
Associations ensure more
number of saplings are plant-
ed. To monitor the Haritha
Haaram Programme, he
advised the corporators to cre-
ate WhatsApp group for prop-
er implementation of tree plan-
tation. The Minister instruct-
ed the corporators to prepare
green action plan in their

respective divisions by June 30
and to have details of open
places, schools, colleges, gov-
ernment institutions, parks,
graveyards, lakes, ponds and
nalas where the saplings can be
planted. 

He further instructed the
corporators to visit each and
every house and distribute the
saplings as per their require-
ment and also take plantation
of mosquito repellent plants
along bunds to reduce mosqui-
to menace in that area and
herbal and medicinal plants to
minimise bad odor. 

KTR instructed the officials
to provide 2 nurseries in each
division. Regarding providing
infrastructure to the citizens
about 3,000 Public Toilets will
be constructed by August 15,
2020 he added.    

Minister Talasani Srinivas
Yadav asked the corporators to
involve RWAs and colony peo-
ple and co-ordinate with them
for success of tree plantation
and create awareness among
them the necessary of green
cover for wellbeing of society. 

He said it is their responsi-
bility to provide good environ-
ment to the coming generation.   

Srinivas Yadav presided over
the TKHH meeting held in
GHMC Head office. Minister
Ch Malla Reddy, Mayor Dr
Bonthu Rammohan and others
officials were present.   
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MA&UD Principal Secretary Arvind Kumar reviews ongoing cleaning operations on Musi River at Babughat on Monday

RIVER RREJUVENATION 

RIME 
ORNERC

Former home 
guard convicted 
of raping minor 

HYDERABAD: A local court on
Monday convicted a former
home guard who was accused of
raping a minor girl in 2017. The
arrested person has been
identified as 31-year-old Thota
Sugunkar Soma Murthy.
According to the police, the
home guard used to visit the
victim's house frequently as he
was friends with her mother.
During one of his visits, the man
had raped the child. Based on a
complaint from the victim's
mother, the Chatrinaka Police
booked a case and arrested
Murthy. The court awarded
Murthy a sentence of 10 years
rigorous imprisonment after
finding him guilty under sections
of the POCSO Act and imposed a
fine of Rs 20,000. Murthy was
also found guilty under section
506 of the IPC, for which he was
awarded a sentence for two
years and imposed an additional
fine of Rs 2,000 on him.

Burglar nabbed,
valuables worth 
Rs 11L recovered 

HYDERABAD: The Nampally
police nabbed an interstate
house burglar and recovered
stolen property worth Rs 11.10
lakh from his possession on
Monday. The arrested person
has been identified as Shaik
Raheem Ali, 4, a labourer from
Bazarghat in Nampally hailing
from Koppal in Karnataka. Based
on a complaint from Sachin
Kumar Bhutada, the Nampally
Police registered a case and
began an investigation. Bhutada
owns a money lenders shop near
Bazarghat in Nampally. On June
17, when the complainant
opened the shop, he found that
the almara in the shop and back
door of shop was broken. Upon
checking, he found 25 tolas of
gold ornaments and Rs 1,50,000
cash was stolen. Raheem Ali was
earlier involved in nine cases
under the Hyderabad Police
Commissionerate and cases
under four police stations in
Karnataka. He was previously
convicted for nine years in
various police station cases of
Karnataka state and lodged in
Gulbarga jail.  Police recovered
gold ornaments worth Rs
10,00,000 and Rs 1,10,000 cash
from his possession. 

Man arrested 
for stealing car
posing as valet 

HYDERABAD: A 23-year-old
college dropout was arrested by
the KPHB police on Monday for
stealing a car after posing as a
valet. The arrested person has
been identified as Mohammaed
Adil, a resident of Shivani Nagar
Colony in Ameenpur. He is a
Degree drop out, said the police,
adding that he began working as
a delivery boy for a food delivery
service.  According to the police,
to show off in front of his friends
that he has a car, Adil hatched a
plan to steal car. On June 19, he
parked his bike in front of Pista
house restaurant in Nizampet
and waited for the opportune
moment. A car arrived and Adil
pretended to be from the valet
service and took the car keys
from the driver to park it in the
cellar. However, as soon as Adil
got into the car, he sped away.
On Monday morning, during
vehicle checking at Nizampet
cross roads, police officials
stopped Adil when he was
driving the stolen car. When
asked for documents, Adil tried
fleeing the place. However, he
was apprehended immediately.
Upon interrogation, he confessed
to the crime. The KPHB police
took him into custody and are
investigating. 

Minor girl hangs 
self after brother
takes away mobile

HYDERABAD: A minor girl
committed suicide by hanging
herself from the ceiling in her
house at Moghalpura on Sunday.
According to the police, the 13-
year-old girl was staying along
with her mother and brother in
Moghalpura of Old City. On
Saturday night, the girl was
playing on her mobile phone
when her elder brother snatched
away the mobile phone from her.
Upset over her brother not
allowing her to use the mobile
phone, she went into her
bedroom and hanged herself
from the ceiling fan, said the
Police.  The Moghalpura Police
booked a case under Section 174
of CrPC (suspicious death) and
an investigation had begun. The
police shifted the body to
Osmania General Hospital
mortuary for an autopsy after
which the body was handed over
to the family members.

NAMRATA SRIVASTAVA
n HYDERABAD

Five days after the government
declared the Intermediate
examination results, lectures,
students and parents are asking
the Telangana State Board of
Intermediate Education
(TSBIE) to not conduct any
supplementary examination. 

A total of 4,11,631 candi-
dates appeared for II year
Intermediate exams, of them
68.86 per cent students quali-
fied for the higher education.
While the I year's pass percent-
age is 60.01 per cent of the
4,80,555 students who
appeared for the exams. This
leaves 1,92,172 first year and
1,28,169 second year students,

who will be taking the supple-
mentary examination, if con-
ducted.

"As the Coronavirus epi-
demic continues to boom by
the day, the increase in num-

ber of positive cases is not just
limited to the GHMC but also
to the districts. In view of the
present situation, it is better to
announce that all students
have passed the Intermediate

examinations," states E
Raghunandan, Co-Convener
of Telangana Child Rights
Welfare Association (TCRWA).

Despite the government pro-
viding psychiatric helpline for
students who appeared in the
Intermediate exams statewise,
Telangana has already wit-
nessed death of six students by
suicide. 

Hence, many parents are
urging the government to
adopt the measures taken by
Andhra Pradesh govenment.
AP Education Minister
Adimulapu Suresh on Saturday
declared that state's I and II
year intermediate students will
be promoted without appear-
ing for the supplementary
exams.

Addressing the issue, Nagati
Narayana, State President of
Telangana Parents Association
(TPA), noted in a statement,
"We want the government to
cancel the Intermediate supple-
mentary exams and declare the
results with the appropriate
grades so that all the students
who have passed will pass. As
the EAMCET exam is also
going to take place in both the
Telugu states at the same time,
cancelling supplementary
exams will ease the process."

The state government hasn't
commented about the con-
cern of lecturers and parents
yet. According to reports, the
authorities will make an
announcement regarding the
matter in a couple of days.

Minister: 700 tree parks
to come up under GHMC

PNS n HYDERABAD

Telangana State Council of
Higher Education (TSCHE) is
gearing up for Degree admis-
sions in July. The Council
released notification of Degree
Online Services, Telangana
(DOST), 2020, for admissions
into various conventional
Degree courses on Monday.

DOST offers single window
for seeking admission into any
of the undergraduate courses
in any of the state universities
including Osmania, Kakatiya,
Telangana, Palamuru,
Mahatma Gandhi,
Sathavahana Universities.
Candidate must register by
visiting the website and logging
in by the Intermediate hall
ticket number.

To make sure that there is
zero human touch this year,
due to Coronavirus pandem-
ic, Board of Intermediate
Education (TSBIE) has intro-
duced real time digital face

recognition of T-App folio,
which can be installed on the
phone. The candidates can
register in DOST through T-
App Folio Mobile App based
photo authentication, DOST
Helpline Centre (HLC) or
MeeSeva Centre for registra-
tion in DOST.

Once registered, they must
fill in the application form with
all the details that are required,
keeping in mind that once the
data is submitted it cannot be
edited. 

Then the candidate must

choose the course and college
of their preference by giving
the priority numbers. Seats will
be allotted based on the merit
and reservations in force.

To the pay the fees, existing
three payment gateways i.e.,
Bill-desk, Atom and T-Wallet
can be used by students who
are allotted to Universities.
Students eligible for e-pass fee
reimbursement need not pay
any amount for online self-
reporting.

The classes will commence
on September 1, 2020.

Degree admissions from July 1

Concern over TS Inter supplementary exams

MA&UD Minister KT Rama Rao in a review meeting with corporators and GHMC officials on Monday.

MA&UD Minister KT Rama Rao takes a closer look at photographs of link roads

KTR inaugurates four 
link, slip roads in Hyd
HYDERABAD: Municipal
Administration and Urban
Development Minister KT Rama
Rao on Monday declared open
four link roads to facilitate
smooth flow of traffic in different
areas of the twin cities.

These link roads have been
developed by the Hyderabad
Road Development Corporation
Limited in association with the
GHMC and HMDA. Covering a
total distance of 4.67 kms, the
four link roads were developed
at a cost of Rs 33.80 crore.

In addition to these four link
roads, another 33 link roads are
likely to be opened by the end of
July. As per the instructions of
the Minister, the GHMC, HMDA
and HRDCL utilised lockdown
and completed several such
works at double speed, officials
said. KTR directed the HRDCL,

HMDA and GHMC to focus on
developing link roads for easing
traffic congestion on major
thorough fares. The three civic
bodies identified 137 link roads.
With the development of these
roads,126.2 km distance can be
cut short for motorists saving
travel time and fuel.

In the first phase, HRDCL has
taken up development of 37 link
roads. An estimate of Rs 313.6
crore was prepared to develop
road connectivity, which will
reduce around 44.67 kilometres.
The four link roads opened on
Monday are part of these roads.

The Municipal Administration
Department is conducting
surveys to reduce vehicular
traffic on main roads. The state
government is developing
alternative road ways to bring
them for usage. 

PNS n HYDERABAD

An Assistant Sub-inspector
with the Kalapathar police of
Hyderabad Police commis-
sionerate who had tested
positive for Coronavirus, died
while undergoing treatment
at Gandhi Hospital on
Monday. The deceased per-
son was identified as 47-
year-old Mohammed Yousuf.
Yousuf had reported for duty
as an ASI at the Kalapathar
police station 20 days ago. 

According to sources,
Yousuf was suffering from a
lung infection. After showing
symptoms for the virus, the
ASI had tested positive for the
virus last week and was
admitted to the hospital. He
died while undergoing treat-
ment early on Monday, said
the police.

59-yr-old man with swine
flu, Coronavirus recovers 
PNS n HYDERABAD

In what is described as a
"rarest of rare case" by doctors,
a 59-year-old patient who had
tested positive for Covid-19
and H1N1 and was also suffer-
ing from high risk co-morbidi-
ties has recovered.

A team of experts at
Continental Hospital, one of
the leading healthcare
providers, claimed to have
saved the life of the man who
had high-risk co-morbidities
like kidney dysfunction and
coronary artery disease.

The patient a diabetic, suf-
fering from hypertension and
coronary artery disease with a
history of PTCA and hypothy-
roidism, had tested positive for
both Covid-19 and swine flu.

Though initial tests showed
positive for H1N1 and nega-

tive for Covid-19 virus, a
repeat test conducted showed
the patient was positive for
Coronavirus too.

"Not just being tested for
two deadly viruses, the patient
was on the verge of develop-
ing multi-organ damage syn-
drome, with complications
associated with his kidneys,
bleeding rectum and others. In
intensive care unit, the patient
was put through inverse ratio
ventilation to ensure we don't
lose the patient," said Dr N
Nalini, Senior Consultant
Pulmonologist.

PNS n HYDERABAD

The Kacheguda Police of
Hyderabad City Police
Commissionerate on Monday,
arrested three persons in con-
nection to the murder of a 85-
year-old woman reported at
Kachiguda on Saturday. 

The arrested persons have
been identified as Dalai Laxmi,
46, a native of Orissa,
employed to take care of the
victim, Mandula Mahender,
30, a resident of Mahabubabad
district and Sagaram Satish
Kumar, 36, the owner of 'Sri
Vijayalaxmi Home Care
Services' business at Uppal. 

The victim was identified as
Sriramshetty Kamalamma, a
resident of Chappal Bazar.
Based on the complaint of her
son, Sriram Shetty Suresh
Kumar, 63, the police regis-
tered a case. 

The death of the woman
was reported on Saturday after
she failed to respond to neigh-
bour's calls. Neighbours then
walked into the house only to
find her lifeless body on the
bed and the maid absconding
with the gold jewelry. 

The Kachiguda police visit-
ed the crime scene, collected
CCTV footage and identified

Laxmi as the accused. Dalai
Laxmi was nabbed along with
Mandula Mahender. Gold
ornaments and Rs 26,000 cash
was seized from them. 

Police said that during inter-
rogation, Laxmi confessed that
Mahendar instigated and abet-
ted her to commit the grue-
some murder. Laxmi smoth-
ered Kamalamma to death
with pillows and then stole the
gold jewelry as per their plan. 

According to the police,
Sagaram Satish Kumar facili-
tated Laxmi in committing the
offence by omitting his duty to
verify her identity and
antecedents before appointing
and assigning her as a caretak-
er.

The accused persons were
arrested under sections 302,
380 and 304-A of the IPC and
are being produced before a
court for judicial remand. 

PNS n HYDERABAD

Telangana State Board of
Intermediate Education has
extended the deadline for
online application from
management of junior col-
leges for extension of affil-
iation and sanction of addi-
tional sections for the aca-
demic year 2020-21. 

The board had invited
all the junior colleges to
submit the online registra-
tion forms on June 9. Now,
the new dead line for the
college managements is
extended upto June 27 with-
out any late fees. The col-
leges will be able to fill the
forms till July 4 with late
fees of Rs 4,000; till July 11
with a late fee of Rs 5,000
and till July 18 with late fees
of Rs 10,000.

ASI succumbs 
to Covid-19

Date extended
for affiliation
of jr colleges

The caretaker
confessed that
Mahendar
instigated and
abetted her to
commit the
gruesome murder

PNS n HYDERABAD

A GHMC corporator has test-
ed positive for Coronavirus
along with four of her relatives
on Monday.

Officials said their swab
samples were collected on
Saturday, with the results com-

ing late on Sunday. They are
undergoing treatment now. It
is also learned that a section
officer in the engineering wing
of the Secunderabad Zonal
office too has tested positive.

Officials have sprayed dis-
infectants and cleaned the
office premises.

GHMC corporator,
4 relatives test +ve

PNS n HYDERABAD

Telangana contributed 5.92 of
the hospital ventilators for 1
lakh people, while Andhra
Pradesh has contributed 3.63
ventilators for 1 lakh people.
As per study by Centre for
Disease Dynamics, Economics
and Policy, Telangana is one
among the seven states in the
country, with most hospital
beds and ventilators.

There are 2.48 public ICU
beds per lakh, 9.35 private ICU
beds per lakh in Telangana.
Further there are 1.24 public
ventilators per one lakh pop-
ulation and 4.67 private venti-
lators per one lakh totaling to
5.92 ventilators per lakh.

Likewise, In Andhra
Pradesh there are 2.02 public
ICU beds per lakh, 5.25 private
ICU beds per lakh.  Further

there are 1.01 public ventilators
per lakh population and 2.62
private ventilators per lakh
totalling to 3.63 ventilators
per lakh in Andhra Pradesh

As per the data, “Most hos-
pital beds and ventilators in
India are concentrated in seven
states - UP (14.8%), Karnataka
(13.8%), Maharashtra (12.2%),
TN (8.1%), West Bengal (5.9%)
and Kerala (5.2%) “

The data considers that
Telangana has 863 public hos-

pitals and 3,247 private hospi-
tals. While there are 20,983
beds in public hospitals, there
are 78,936 in private hospitals.  

There are 258 public hospi-
tals in Andhra Pradesh and
506 are private hospitals. While
there are 23,138 beds in pub-
lic hospitals, there are 60,092in
private hospitals.

There are 49.69 beds per
lakh population in public hos-
pitals Telangana and 186.93
beds per lakh population in
private hospitals totalling to
236.62 per lakh population.
This is higher than national
average of 137.62 per lakh
population. There are 40.40
beds per lakh population in
public hospitals Andhra
Pradesh and 104.93 beds per
lakh population in private hos-
pitals totalling to 145.33 per
lakh population.

TS among 7 states with most
hospital beds and ventilators
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The Telangana High Court on
Monday expressed its anger
over the failure of South
Central Railways (SCR) to
attach an extra bogie to the
Hyderabad-Patna train for
stranded migrant workers.

It summoned the division-
al railway manager and asked
him to appear before it on
Tuesday seeking explanation

as to why they were least con-
cerned about the stranded
migrant workers belonging to
other states.

A division Bench passed
these orders while dealing
with a batch of PILs filed by
concerned citizens of the state
urging the HC to issue direc-
tions to the state government
to transport the migrant work-
ers to their native states in
trains and buses.

TS HC expresses anger over 
SCR failure to help migrants

NHO for women
safety awareness
PNS n HYDERABAD

The Cyberabad Police have
come up with online safety
awareness sessions focusing
mainly on the women
employees who are new
entrants to the corporate
workplace. New Hire Orien-
tation on safety awareness
are conducted every fortnig-
ht on a Saturday and are open
to all employees.

Cops crack Kacheguda
murder case, arrest 3
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Tennis star Sania Mirza planting a sapling as part of Green India Challenge, in
Hyderabad on Monday

GREEN DDRIVE

PNS n HYDERABAD

IT and Industries Minister
KT Rama Rao on Monday
shared his insights on poten-
tial investment avenues in a
webinar hosted by Invest India
under the tit le 'Food
Processing Sector Edition'.
KTR said that the water rev-
olution in Telangana has
increased the production of
fish and meat in the state. He
also said that Telangana has
established a very strong base
for ensuring revolutions across
agriculture, livestock, fish-
eries, poultry, and dairy indus-
try. 

Minister said that the food
processing sector will create
tremendous opportunities in
the coming future and also
mentioned that the govern-
ment will provide complete
support to the companies
which come forward to invest
in the food processing sector in
the state. 

The state has invested heav-
ily in irrigation infrastructure,
created large reservoirs and
established strong farm level
ecosystem (ranging from social
security, farm input support,
warehousing and marketing
infrastructure, farm gate pro-
curement infrastructure,
farmer producer organizations)

In the webinar, KTR said

that Telangana is also one of the
best states in terms of ease of
doing business and for setting
up industry. "Our fast-growing
local economy, quality of infra-
structure, competitive costs,
dynamic policy, strategic loca-
tion, logistics, and a proactive
government differentiate us,
evident by the fact that we have
been a state of choice for major

international companies across
various sectors," he said. 

Minister also said that the
advent of tremendous irriga-
tion potential has opened up
opportunities for the cultiva-
tion of a diverse range of crops
in the state. Telangana govern-
ment is equipped to facilitate
contract farming and market-
oriented cultivation at a large

scale enabled by state govern-
ment agencies, he added. 

KTR stated that the compa-
nies investing in the food pro-
cessing sector and interested in
large scale procurement of
agriculture and related com-
modities from the state can
expect tailor-made incentives
and handholding support from
the state government to estab-
lish manufacturing facilities
and to establish supply chain
linkages including joint venture
opportunities with local indus-
try. 

The session was attended by
more than 200 prospective
investors from around the
globe considering India for
manufacturing and sales
opportunities. The investors
come from sectors such as
ready to eat foods, confec-
tionery, beverages, fruits, veg-
etables, dairy, poultry, meat,
maize, flowers, and health-
oriented cereals such as millets,
quinoa, etc.

KTR: TS best in terms of EoDB

IT Minister KT Rama Rao during a webinar hosted by  Invest India under the title 'Food Processing Sector Edition'

PNS n HYDERABAD

"Though Aatmnirbhar con-
cept has been proposed in
India since Independence, it's
for the first time it is used in
TOTO covering all fields
including Industries,
Agriculture, SMEs, PSUs
among others touching all
Indians" said Union Minister of
State for Heavy Industries &
Public Enterprises Arjun Ram
Meghwal. He was speaking
during a Webinar organised by
Federation of Telangana
Chambers of Commerce and
Industry ( FTCCI) titled -
"Atmanirbhar Package:
Opportunities for Industry".

"We are in the midst of

global pandemic coupled with
tension along our borders. We
need to create an opportunity
out of these situations.
Atmanirbhar Bharat is such a
concept which empowers and

makes India a self-reliant
nation.  The government has
initiated many a steps in this
direction which propels our
nation to develop local indus-
tries, export more of our pro-

duce and lessen imports. We
need to be proud and vocal
about our local produce. The
recent Coal mines auction
process in in this direction of
ensuring transparency and
availability of natural resource
for our nations need and lessen
imports of coal," he added. 

Opening the webinar and
complimenting the Central
government for the
Atmanirbhar package to make
our country strong and self
reliant Karunendra S Jasti,
president, FTCCI said, "though
this package has provided
major relief measures to all sec-
tors specially MSMEs, the pric-
ing factor that made our prod-
uct uncompetitive with respect

to the foreign players should be
identified and corrected. It
would be productive for the
industry if a white paper report
from the government be exclu-
sively released on the opportu-
nities that lie for Indian indus-
tries both individually and
also collaboratively with friend-
ly foreign partner countries."

Members also sought clar-
ity and status on the Rs 5 lakh
crore payment which is due to
MSMEs from PSUs and gov-
ernment departments. The
webinar among others was
attended by officials and think
tank from Corporate,
Industry, entrepreneurs from
Telangana and Andhra
Pradesh region.

Need to be vocal for local, says Arjun Meghwal

PNS n HYDERABAD

Bharatiya Janata Party's
Telangana unit chief Bandi
Sanjay and other leaders were
arrested by the police here on
Monday as they tried to lay
siege to the directorate of
health to protest what they call
the state government's failure
to contain the spread of
COVID-19. Sanjay, also a
Member of Parliament Afrom
Karimnagar, was leading the
protest at the directorate office
in Koti as part of the state-wide
agitation called by the BJP.

Raising slogans of 'KCR
down down' and 'save
Hyderabad from Coronavirus'
the leaders gathered at the
office. They were also demand-
ing resignation of Health
Minister Eatala Rajender. The
police placed several BJP lead-
ers under house arrest in
Hyderabad and other districts
to foil the protest.

Former BJP state chief K
Laxman, former Minister
Peddi Reddy, former MP P
Sudhakar and member of State
Legislative Council
Ramchandra Rao were among
the leaders kept under house
arrest. Police had also made
tight security arrangements at

state BJP headquarters to pre-
vent the leaders from taking
out any protest march. Sanjay
and some others, however,
succeeded in reaching the
directorate. Police shifted to
their vehicles and whisked
them away. The BJP leader
alleged that the TRS govern-
ment was using police force to
suppress a democratic protest.
He alleged that there is devil's
rule in the state.

Sanjay said they called for
the protest to demand the gov-
ernment to increase the num-

ber of COVID-19 tests in the
state, fill-up the vacancies in
the Health Department and
start services at the newly
established Telangana Institute
of Medical Sciences (TIMS).
He alleged that due to the inef-
ficiency of the TRS govern-
ment that Coronavirus was
spreading fast in the state.

He found fault with the state
government for issuing GO
stating not to provide treat-
ment to cops in police empan-
elled hospitals. Bandi termed
government's act as atrocious.

He asked government to reveal
why it is neglecting the police
who stood in the front row in
fight against Coronavirus.

He said instead of respond-
ing to the points raised by BJP
chief JP Nadda over Covid-19,
the TRS leaders tried to divert
people's attention and make
allegations to take political
mileage. Referring to the health
minister's counter attack on
Nadda questioning him about
the situation in BJP-ruled
states, the state BJP president
said Karnataka and Uttar
Pradesh had conducted five
lakh tests each. "Gujarat and
Himachal Pradesh have also
conducted 3 lakh tests each.
How many tests were conduct-
ed in Telangana," he asked.

The BJP leader said the TRS
government had been claiming
that it procured 10 lakh PPE
kits and 10 lakh N-95 masks
but the doctors came out on
streets to protest over lack of
PPEs. He said the government
failed to protect doctors, other
healthcare workers and police-
men. Telangana has been wit-
nessing a big surge in COVID-
19 cases. It Sunday recorded
730 cases, the highest single
day jump since March 2, when
the first case was detected.

PNS n YADADRI 

Leakage of water into the Lord
Lakshmi Narasimha Swamy
temple and cracks developing
on structures due to the recent
heavy rains expose the defi-
cient quality in execution of the
works to give facelift to the
ancient and historic temple at
Yadagirigutta. 

Ever since KCR became the
Chief Minister, he embarked
on the temple renovation
works and constituted the
Yadagirigutta Temple
Development Authority
(YTDA). He allotted Rs 1,200
crore to it. A small hillock has
been procured and also 250
acres below the hills.  On
another hillock, construction
of a presidential suit has been
taken up. 

So far Rs 750 crore has
been released to the YTDA. Of
the amount, Rs 250 crore was
spent on the construction of
the temple. Works are under
progress under the supervision
of the Chief Minister for the
past four years. But, the defi-
ciency in quality is being
exposed of late. 

On June 11, heavy rain
lashed the temple town lead-
ing to the road getting washed
away near the spot where vehi-
cle pujas are performed on the
hill. In the rains that lashed the
town on June 13, water reached

into the sanctum-sanctorum of
the shrine. Water also entered
Ashtabhuji mantal, internal as
well as outer mantaps of the
temple and Addala Mantap
(mirror mantap) of the shrine.
The road near the temple
pond was also washed away. 

The YTDA officers visited
the temple but could not find
the leaks. Experts from a
Hyderabad-based organisation
what supervises the execution
of huge structures visited the
temple and inspected it for four
hours and said that it would
submit its report soon.
Besides, the sand under the
black stone flooring all around
the temple caved in. The black
stone towards the south of
Brahmotsava Mandap got

damaged and water logged in
the area. There, Technology
committee visited the temple
once again and inspected the
structures.

If minor showers cause huge
damage to the temple, what
would be the fate of the tem-
ple if torrential rains lash the
temple town?  Last year, slab of
a temple building under con-
struction collapsed leading to
four construction workers sus-
taining serious injuries. 

Also, last year the road laid
on Pedda Gutta got washed
away in the heavy rain experi-
enced towards the end of last
year. Besides, the roads under
construction in front of
Presidential Suits also got
washed away. 

Corona treatment: Government 
neglecting cops, says Bandi Sanjay

Former BJP state unit president K Laxman during the protest in city on Monday

So far Rs 750 crore has been released to the YTDA. Of the amount, Rs 250 crore
was spent on the construction of the temple

Rainwater seeps into
Yadadri temple structures

Arjun Ram Meghwal

We are in the
midst of global
pandemic coupled
with tension along
our borders. We
need to create an
opportunity out of
these situations,
said the Union
MInister

PNS n VISAKHAPATNAM

Leader of the Opposition N
Chandrababu Naidu demand-
ed that the government roll
back the hike in petrol and
diesel prices. People and all
other sectors are facing finan-
cial crisis due to the Covid-19.
In this backdrop, governments
across the world are support-
ing the people to revive their
finances by providing dis-
counts in all sectors. However,
the situation is different here,
the ruling party was pushing
them into further problems by
increasing the fuel price, he
lamented.

To provide a sigh of relief to
people, Chief Minister YS
Jaganmohan Reddy has to
appeal to the Central govern-
ment to roll back the fuel
prices, he suggested.

Naidu recalled that in 2018,
the TDP government has
reduced Rs 2 per litre on fuel
price on humanitarian
grounds and the Jagan gov-

ernment shall take it as an
inspiration. The increase in
fuel prices during the last
two weeks has severe effect on
the transport sector, added
Naidu. During the last 15
days, Rs 8.88 was increased on
petrol and Rs 7.97 was
increased on diesel. The gov-
ernment has levied VAT of Rs
2.76 on petrol and Rs 3.07 on
diesel imposing an extra bur-
den on people during the
Covid-19 induced lockdown.
With the increase in fuel

price, the transport sector has
to bear Rs 3,893 crore burden
per year, hence, lakhs of peo-
ple depending on the sector
are bearing the brunt, he said.

He further pointed out that
with the carelessness of the
government, prices of essen-
tials commodities has gone up
and with the fuel price hike,
essentials prices are not in the
reach of the common man,
alleged Naidu and demanded
that the government roll back
the fuel prices immediately.

PNS n VIJAYAWADA

Minister for Endowments
Velampalli Srinivas, Durga
temple Executive Officer MV
Suresh Babu, Temple Trust
Board chairman P Sominaidu
and other board members
offered ‘Sare’ to Goddess
Kanakadurga to mark the first
day of ‘Aashada Masam’ on
Monday at 8.30 am. Speaking
on the occasion, the minister
said he offered prayers for the
prosperity, happiness and to
save the country and the State
from the deadly Covid-19
pandemic. He hoped that
Goddess shall shower bless-
ings on people.

He said that devotees, who
wish to offer ‘Sare’ to Goddess,
shall book their slot between 6
am and 5 pm. Devotees from
other States offer ‘sare’ to
Goddess, which was the cus-
tom followed since a long time
and guidelines were prescribed
to them. Devotees should visit

the temple as per the time slot
given to them while booking
their slot online. The temple
Executive Officer said that
devotees shall book their tick-
et online www.kanakadurgam-
ma.org, kanakadurgamma
app, Mee Seva centres between
6 am and 5 pm and book their
time slot for darshan.

Devotees should follow the
guidelines and wear masks, social
distancing and use sanitiser. They

should not come in groups and fol-
low strict Covid-19 rules. Sanitiser
facility is provided on the temple
premises and devotees shall sani-
tise themselves before entering the
temple premises. For couple, who
wish to take part in
Kadgamalarchana, arrangements
have been made for four couples
and for Srichakranavavarnarchana
services arrangements 
are made for five couples, said the
EO.

Minister offers ‘Sare’ to
Goddess Kanakadurga

Minister for Enowments Velampalli Srinivas, Durga temple Executive Officer
MV Suresh Babu  and others offer ‘Sare’ to Goddess Kanakadurga on Monday 

Covid-19 spreads to Vizag Agency
PNS n VISAKHAPATNAM

A woman outsourcing sanitary
worker has tested positive for
Covid-19 at Chintapalle of
Vizag district on Saturday
night, the first confirmed
infection reported in the trib-
al pockets of the Agency.

Visakhapatnam district has
11 tribal mandals with a pop-
ulation of over 6.5 lakh and
over three to four tribal man-
dals in the Agency shares bor-
der with Odisha and also
neighbouring East Godavari
district.

Officials of the Medical and
Health Department are exam-
ining how the woman con-
tracted the virus. Vizag

Agency has been considered a
green zone in the district but
with the first Coronavirus
case surfacing in the tribal
pockets, the people are in a
grip of fear. The woman
patient was shifted to Vizag for
treatment

“We have sanitised the

entire Chintapalle. We have
traced all the contacts of the
case and tested them. They are
all negative. However we put
all of them in quarantine.
Chintapalle is now a contain-
ment zone in Vizag Agency
with restricted entry and exit.
House to house survey is
going on to identify any sus-
pect cases,” said Project Officer
of Integrated Tribal
Development Agency- Paderu,
Dr S Venkateswar.

The leaders and activists of
CPM have appealed to the
MLAs and officials to impose
the strict lockdown for a cou-
ple of weeks in Vizag Agency
to contain the spread of the
virus in the tribal pockets. 

PNS n HYDERABAD

To increase oil palm cultiva-
tion in more districts, the
State government cleared
proposals to take up a pilot
project in about 2,717 acres
in erstwhile Mahbubnagar
district along with Nirmal,
Mancherial and
M a h a b u b a b a d
districts.Administrative sanc-
tions have been given for cul-
tivation of oil palm in about
1,000 acres where drip irriga-
tion systems were installed,
and cultivation has already
begun in about 98 acres.

The Oil Palm Advisory
Committee chaired by
Agriculture Minister S
Nirajan Reddy met here on
Monday and advised farmers
who have access to water sup-
ply throughout the year, to
consider taking up oil palm
cultivation and earn good
profits.

The Minister said oil palm
cultivation was being pro-
moted under the Centrally
Sponsored Scheme of
National Food Security
Mission. The government
will supply saplings and also
necessary fertilisers for the
crop, he added.

TS to take up
oil palm
cultivation in
2,717 acres

Gear up for
Harith Haram,
officials told
PNS n KARIMNAGAR

Collector K Shashank
instructed officials to pre-
pare plans to plant saplings
as part of Telangana Ku
Haritha Haram programme.
The Collector conducted a
review meeting with officials
to discuss about Haritha
Haram programme at collec-
torate conference hall here
on Monday.

Speaking on the occasion,
he wanted the officials to
plant saplings in two-rows
either sides of Rajiv
Rahadari, R&B roads and
National Highways.
Instructing the officials to
plant flower and fruit-bear-
ing trees, he said the height
of saplings should be 1.5
metre. Instructing officials to
take steps to make available
sufficient trees in nurseries,
he wants to prepare plans
well in advance to plant
saplings in villages and man-
dals besides identifying open
places.

Rythu Bandu
to revive rural
economy:
Harish 
PNS n HYDERABAD

As per the directions of Chief
Minister K
ChandrashekharRao, Rythu
Bandhu money is being
deposited into farmer's
accounts, said Finance
Minister Harish Rao. 

Under the flagship scheme
all the farmers will be given
Rs 5,000 per acre as invest-
ment assistance. The money
is being transferred through
the e-Kuber platform of
Reserve Bank of India.

“The money started flow-
ing in from Monday morning
and every hour, three lakh
farmers are getting money
into their accounts. So far, 39
lakh farmers have got Rs
2,736 crore,” he said.

“The process of depositing
will continue till Tuesday
and all the farmers who have
pattadar passbooks will
receive the Rythu Bandhu
benefit. Agriculture, Revenue,
and Finance Departments
have worked very hard to
ensure that the money reach-
es the farmers.

Despite a drastic reduction
in revenues due to Covid-19,
necessary funds for the
scheme were arranged. This
shows the commitment of the
Government towards the wel-
fare of the farmers. Chief
Minister directed that the
entire allocated budget of Rs
7,000 crore should be spent
towards investment assis-
tance in vanakalam under the
Rythu Bandhu. This would be
crucial in reviving the rural
economy.

̈ Naidu recalled that in
2018, the TDP govt has

reduced Rs 2 per litre on
fuel price on humanitarian

grounds and the Jagan govt
shall take it as an inspiration

̈ During the last 15 days,
Rs 8.88 was increased on

petrol and Rs 7.97 was
increased on diesel, he

pointed out

AP govt should roll back petrol
and diesel price hike: Naidu
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Tripura govt to start
learning initiative for
students on mobile
AGARTALA: The Tripura
government has come up with a
special intitiative to engage
students in the learning process
through mobile phones, even as
educational institutes across the
country continue to remain
closed amid the COVID-19
pandemic, a state minister said.
"Lockdown was announced in
March and since then, it became
uncertain when schools would
reopen. So, we have decided to
launch a new project — 'Ektu
Khelo, Ektu Padho' — from
June 25 for students up to class
8," Education Minister Ratan Lal
Nath said. Nath said people have
mobile phones in even remote
villages of the state, even if
internet access or cable TV
network is not available. "Those
who have Android phones can
receive the study materials
through WhatsApp, and others
via SMS. Guardians' phones
could be used for the purpose,"
he said on Sunday.  As per
guidelines, lessons and
exercises will be sent to
students on mobile phones
every morning, and feedback on
Atheir performance is to be
collected in the afternoon. Nath
said academic coordinators in
different districts would share
the content with headmasters of
schools, who would engage
teachers to monitor the process.

Tamil Nadu announces
complete lockdown 
in Madurai

MP Governor Tandon's
condition improving
but still on ventilator
LUCKNOW: The condition of
Madhya Pradesh Governor Lalji
Tandon is improving, but he is
still on ventilator support, a
hospital official said on
Monday. Tandon, 85, was
admitted to the Medanta
Hospital on June 11 with
breathing problems, difficulty in
urination and fever. The MP
governor's kidney and liver
functions are stable. However,
he is still on supportive
ventilation, Medanta Hospital
Director Rakesh Kapoor said.
"Tandon's condition is on an
improving trend but he still has
lung problem. We are working
on it," Kapoor said.

CHENNAI: The Tamil Nadu
government on Monday
announced complete lockdown
in Madurai Corporation limit
from the midnight of June 23
to June 30 midnight owing to
increasing coronavirus
infection. According to the
government order, the
complete lockdown will also be
applicable for Paravai Town
Panchayat and rural blocks of
Madurai East, Madurai West
and Thirupparankundram. The
government has allowed some
services during the complete
lockdown period which include
hospitals, diagnostic labs,
pharmacies, ambulance and
hearse vans. Plying of taxis,
autorickshaws, private vehicles
will be banned except for
medical emergencies and for
ferrying passengers to and
from railway station and
airport. Central and state
government offices will
function with 33 per cent staff
strength. 

BMC asks public
to report
overcharging by
private hospitals
PNS n MUMBAI

The Brihanmumbai Municipal
Corporation (BMC) has appea-
led to citizens to bring to its
notice if they have been over-
charged by private hospitals for
the treatment of COVID-19.
The civic body last month
appointed auditors for various
private hospitals after receiving
complaints of overcharging by
some facilities for coronavirus
treatment. Since then, the audi-
tors have settled 134 com-
plaints pertaining to 26 private
hospitals and bill amounts have
been collectively reduced by Rs
23.42 lakh, the BMC said in a
statement. The total amount
charged from all the com-
plainants was Rs 1,61,88,819.
After the audit of these bills, the
amount was reduced to Rs
1,38,46,705, it said.

Maha govt to maintain
status quo on MoUs
with Chinese firms
PNS n MUMBAI

There will be status quo with
regard to the MoUs, worth
more than Rs 5,000 crore, the
Maharashtra government had
signed with three Chinese
companies on June 15,
Industries Minister Subhash
Desai on Monday, a move
that comes in the backdrop of
the Ladakh clash.

Desai, however, clarified
that the status quo does not
mean cancellation of the
MoUs relating to projects
worth Rs 5,020 crore.

According to an official
statement, Desai said the state
government is awaiting clear
policy decision regarding the
projects in the present condi-
tion.

The relationship between
India and China has come

under severe strain following
a violent face-off between the
troops of the two countries in
the Galwan Valley in Ladakh,
in which 20 Indian Army per-
sonnel were martyred.

The MoUs were signed last
Monday under the Magnetic
Maharashtra 2.0 investor sum-
mit, hours before the face-off
took place.

Army jawan killed as Pakistani
troops shell forward areas along LoC
PNS n JAMMU

An Army jawan was killed on
Monday in unprovoked
Pakistani firing along the Line of
Control (LoC) in Rajouri district
of Jammu and Kashmir, raising
the number of soldiers who fell
to cross-border firing this month
to four, officials said.

Pakistan Army and Rangers
personnel also targeted forward
areas and posts along the LoC in
Krishna Ghati sector of Poonch
and along the International
Border in Hiranagar sector in
Kathua district, prompting
strong retaliation by the Indian
forces, the officials said.

"Pakistan army resorted to
unprovoked ceasefire violation
along the LoC in Nowshera
sector of Rajouri, causing criti-
cal injuries to Havildar Dipak
Karki who later succumbed to
his injuries," Jammu-based Army
PRO Lt Col Devender Anand
said. He said the firing from
across the border in the sector

started at 5.30 am and was
responded effectively by the
Indian Army. However, it was
not immediately clear if there
was any casualties on the
Pakistani side in the retaliatory
action, the officer said.

“Havildar Karki was a brave,
highly motivated and a sincere
soldier. The nation will always
remain indebted to him for his
supreme sacrifice and devotion
to duty,” Lt Col Anand said.

He is the fourth Army per-
sonnel to be killed in Pakistani
firing along the LoC in Rajouri

and Poonch this month. Two
soldiers were killed in Pakistani
firing in Rajouri district on June
4 and 10, while another soldier
fell to cross-border firing in
Poonch on June 14.

There has been a spurt in
Pakistani shelling along the bor-
der in Jammu and Kashmir this
year with over 2,027 cases of vio-
lation of a ceasefire agreement
being reported till June 10.

Pakistan Army personnel also
targeted forward areas in
Krishnagati sector in Poonch dis-
trict, the army spokesman said.

‘Sadistic': Cong's Moily slams
Centre over fuel price hikes
PNS n NEW DELHI

Senior Congress leader and
former petroleum minister M
Veerappa Moily on Monday
slammed the Centre over the
repeated fuel price hikes in the
last few days, saying it is "sadis-
tic" on the Modi government's
part to "fleece" people amid the
COVID-19 pandemic. 

His attack came on a day
petrol price was hiked by 33
paise per litre and diesel by 58
paise to take retail rates to
record high as the oil compa-
nies increased prices for the
16th day in a row.

"Despite the COVID-19
pandemic which is creeping
day by day and the deflation in
the economy, the government
is fleecing the people of the
country and making them
shed tears," Moily said in a
statement.

"It is sadistic on the part of
the Modi government to
increase the prices of petrol
and diesel despite the slump in
crude prices at the cost of the
sufferings of the people of
India," the former petroleum

minister said.
The fuel prices are now at a

four-and-a-half month high in
India even as crude oil rates
have slumped below the USD
40 a barrel mark, he said.

"In 16 days, petrol price has
been hiked by Rs 8.3 per litre
and diesel by Rs 9.46, a record
increase in rates of the fuel in
any fortnight since pricing
was deregulated," Moily said.

Petrol price in Delhi was
hiked to Rs 79.56 per litre from
Rs 79.23 while diesel rates
were increased to Rs 78.55 a
litre from Rs 78.27, according

to a price notification of state
oil marketing companies.

Rates have been increased
across the country and vary
from state to state depending
on the incidence of local sales
tax or value added tax (VAT).

On reports that US
President Donald Trump has
taken a decision to order new
curbs on H1B visas, Moily said
this is "the biggest blow" to the
employment prospects of
Indians in the United States
and the most detrimental and
reactionary decision taken by
the Trump administration.

PNS n NEW DELHI

The Supreme Court Monday
said Chief Justice S A Bobde has
agreed to set up a three-judge
bench to hear during the day
the pleas seeking modification
of its order which stayed this
year's historic Lord Jagannath's
Rath Yatra in Puri due to the
COVID-19 pandemic.

A bench headed by Justice
Arun Mishra, before whom the
Centre mentioned the matter
and sought modification of the
June 18 order, told the lawyers
that the CJI has agreed to set
up a three-judge bench for
hearing the pleas which have
sought to allow the Rath Yatra
with certain conditions.

Earlier in the day, the Centre
told the apex court that Rath
Yatra in Puri can be allowed
without public participation in
view of the coronavirus pan-
demic and said the "tradition of

centuries may not be stopped".
The Odisha government

also supported the Centre's
stand in the apex court, which
is likely to hear the plea seek-
ing modification of its June 18
order staying this year's Puri
Rath Yatra due to the COVID-
19 pandemic.

"It is a matter of faith for
crores. If Lord Jagannath will

not come out tomorrow, he
cannot come out for 12 years
as per traditions," said Solicitor
General Tushar Mehta, who
mentioned the matter before a
bench headed by Justice Arun
Mishra.

Mehta said that besides
maintaining precautions, the
state government can impose
curfew for a day.

"All 'sebayats' and 'pandas'
who have tested negative (for
COVID-19) can participate in
rituals as may be decided by
HH Shri Shankaracharya.
People may not congregate and
seek blessings on TV during live
telecast. Raja of Puri and the
temple committee may super-
vise arrangements of these rit-
uals," Mehta told the bench.

The Puri Rath Yatra, which
is attended by lakhs of people
from across the world, is
scheduled from June 23.

The apex court had on June
18 said that in the interest of
public health and safety of cit-
izens, this year's Puri Rath
Yatra cannot be allowed and
that "Lord Jagannath won't
forgive us if we allow" it. 

A day after the order was
passed, some applications
were filed in the top court
seeking recall and modifica-
tion of its order.

Rath Yatra: BJP Prez hails SC for
honouring 'symbol of our faith'
PNS n NEW DELHI

BJP President JP Nadda has
hailed the Supreme Court rul-
ing that has allowed the Rath
Yatra celebration at Puri.
Calling it a "symbol of our
faith", Nadda said it's a centu-
ry long tradition. However,
Nadda urged everyone to take
health precautions in view of
the COVID-19 pandemic.

"I heartily welcome the
Supreme Court's decision to
conduct the holy Rath Yatra of
Mahaprabhu Jagannath ji
which is going on for centuries.
It is a symbol of our faith. Best
wishes to all devotees.
Everyone is requested to take
full care of health regulations
at this time. Jai Jagannath!, the
BJP President tweeted after the
top court set aside its earlier
order banning this year's cel-
ebration due to the pandemic.

His response came after a

bench headed by Chief Justice
S.A. Bobde noted that the
court is willing to modify its
June 18 order which put a stay
on the Rath Yatra in the back-
drop of the COVID-19 pan-
demic. The Rath Yatra is
scheduled on June 23.

He also credited Prime
Minister Narendra Modi with
initiating talks with all stake-
holders and Home Minister
Amit Shah. On Sunday

evening, Shah spoke to
Gajapati Maharaj -- the King
of Puri-- and Shankaracharya
of Puri and sought their views
on the Yatra as per the instruc-
tions of Prime Minister Modi.

Nadda said that the
Supreme Court "honoured the
faith of all" after they saw the
"importance of the subject". He
thanked the apex court for
removing the roadblock in
the path of the Yatra.

PNS n NEW DELHI

Delhi Chief Minister Arvind
Kejriwal announced on
Monday that his government
will give pulse oximeters to the
COVID-19 patients under
home isolation in the city and
said the number of coron-
avirus tests has increased by
three times in the national
capital.

Addressing an online media
briefing, Kejriwal said India is
currently fighting two wars
against China -- one against
the virus that has come from
the neighbouring country and
the other on the border.

"Twenty of our brave sol-
diers did not back down, we
will also not retreat and win
both wars against China," he
said, adding, "This is not the
time for politics, all of us have
to fight the wars together."

Talking about his govern-
ment's efforts to contain the
spread of COVID-19, the chief
minister said around 18,000
coronavirus tests are being
conducted daily in the city now.

There are around 12,000
people under home isolation
and they will be given pulse
oximeters  by the Aam
Aadmi Party (AAP) govern-
ment, he said.

Delhi govt to give pulse
oximeters to those in
home isolation: Kejriwal

CJI-led bench to hear pleas seeking nod for
Puri Rath Yatra without public participation

Madras HC cancels death sentence of
5 accused in TN honour killing case
PNS n CHENNAI

The Madras High Court on
Monday acquitted the prime
accused and modified the death
sentence awarded to five others
to life imprisonment in 2016
honour killing of a 22-year old
man in full public view in
Tirupur district in Tamil Nadu.

Passing orders on appeals, a
division bench of Justice M
Sathyanarayanan and M Nirmal
Kumar acquitted B
Chinnaswamy, father of Kausalya,
whose husband Shankar was
hacked to death in front of her in
Udumlapet town and relieved
him from all charges including
that of criminal conspiracy. The
bench sentenced the five other
accused to life imprisonment for
a minimum of 25 years without
any right to remission.

Chinnaswamy and the others
had been sentenced to death by

a lower court in connection
with the horrific daylight killing
which was caught on camera and
evoked public outrage.

The High Court also con-
firmed the acquittal of Kausalya's
mother and two others.

The court also ordered release
of all those acquitted who are
presently under incarceration if
their custody is not required in

connection with any other case.
Sankar, a dalit and native of

Kumaralingam near Udumalpet,
fell in love with non-dalit
Kausalya, while they were study-
ing in a private engineering col-
lege in Pollachi. They got mar-
ried against the wishes of her
parents following which the
family allegedly hatched a con-
spiracy to eliminate them.

ISI using Pak diplomatic missions for
anti-India agenda, London new hub
PNS n NEW DELHI

Pakistan is using its diplomatic
missions, particularly in London
to "fund and foment" anti-India
hate campaigns. The role of the
Pakistan High Commission in
London, primarily of a colonel
rank officer of Pakistan Army
posted as an advisor there, has
come to light, a report of the
Indian intelligence agency
reveals.

The colonel is assigned the
task of re-uniting splinter groups
of pro-Khalistan Sikhs, operating
from Britain, Germany, the
Netherlands and some other
countries of Europe.

At the behest of Pakistan's spy
agency, Inter-Services
Intelligence (ISI), the colonel
has been instrumental in fund-
ing Khalistan groups, including
Sikhs for Justice (SFJ) which has

an office in London.
India's premier anti-terror

agency NIA has found the ISI's
role in execution of a series of
drone operated arms dropping
incidents inside Indian territory
through a pro-Khalistan terror
kingpin Gurmeet Singh Bagga.

Reports say that Bagga, based
in Germany's Hamburg, has
links with Khalistani militants

operating from Britain and the
US including Gurpatwant Singh
Pannu of SFJ. The colonel, who
works under a senior official of
Pakistan Navy posted at High
Commission, has been a key per-
son in organising several anti-
India protests at the Indian High
Commission office in London.

ISI-backed Khalistani groups
have attacked several Indians

outside the Indian High
Commission office, near Bush
House in London in March
2019. Later it was found that SFJ
organised the attack with help of
the Overseas Pakistani Welfare
Council, backed by the ISI and
the Pakistan High Commission.

Pannu and his close aides have
been frequent visitors to the
Pakistan High Commission,
located at Lowndes Square.

As per Intelligence reports,
several meetings of SFJ office
bearers and the Colonel rank
officer have been held at this
office in past one year relating to
anti-India campaign
"Referendum 2020" in a bid to
garner support of the Sikh dias-
pora in US, Canada and Europe.
However, the ISI's plot to rekin-
dle the Khalistan movement has
not been supported by Sikhs
around the world.

NS n NEW DELHI

Congress's Rahul Gandhi,
whose "Surender Modi" dig at
the Prime Minister topped
Twitter trends yesterday, today
had a tough question: Why is
China praising Prime Minister
Narendra Modi amid the clash
in Ladakh. Since PM Modi's all
party meeting on Friday, where
he said China has not captured
any Indian territory or crossed
the border, Mr Gandhi has
been making repeated jabs at
the Prime Minister, accusing
him of ceding Indian territory
to the Chinese.

Today, Rahul Gandhi posted
a news report on Chinese
mouthpiece Global Times's
praise for the Prime Minster
over his comments on Friday's
all-party meet. The accompany-
ing tweet read, "China killed our
soldiers. China took our land.
Then, why is China praising Mr
Modi during this conflict?"

In a report titled "India
knows it can't have a war with
China'," published yesterday,
the Global Times had quoted
experts who said that PM
Modi is "playing with words in
order to avoid an escalation".

"China's capability not only in
terms of the military, but also
overall and international influ-
ence, is superior to India's," the
report read.

Also PM Modi's "assertion
that Indian forces can take all
necessary steps is a show of
strength for domestic audi-
ences to appease the Indian

masses and boost the Indian
troops' morale," the report
read.

Rahul Gandhi has been
repeatedly targetting the Prime
Minister over the June 15 vio-
lence at Ladakh's Galwan
Valley - the the worst face-off
since 1967, in which 20 Indian
soldiers had died and 76 were

injured in a clash with Chinese
troops.

His tweets became sharper
after Friday's all-party meet,
where PM Modi had said,
"Neither is anyone inside our
territory nor is any of our post
captured".

"While we have given a free
hand to our armed forces,
diplomatically too we have
made our stand clear to China.
India wants peace and friend-
ship but protecting its sover-
eignty is supreme," the Prime
Minister had said.

The day after, Rahul Gandhi
suggested that PM Modi sur-
rendered Indian territory to
China. Yesterday, posting an
article in a foreign publication,
he tweeted, "Narendra Modi Is
actually Surender Modi".

It drew angry responses from
the BJP leaders, one of whom,
Himanta Biswa Sarma, said
"surrendering is the hallmark of
Gandhi-Nehru family".

"In 1962, Assam was almost
given away by Pt Nehru.
When Chinese Army had
captured Bomdila, Nehru
said, "My heart goes out to
people of Assam." Shame," his
tweet read.

‘Why Is China Praising PM?’
Fresh Jab From Rahul Gandhi On Ladakh

Rahul Gandhi (@rahulgandhi)

China killed our soldiers.
China took our land.
Then, why is China praising Mr Modi during this conflict?



T
he unbearable tragedy at the
Galwan Valley has little to do
with territorial claims and is
instead a distraction “with
Chinese characteristics” to

cover the fact that Chinese President Xi
Jinping’s flagship project, the Belt and Road
Initiative (BRI), is floundering. At the
National People’s Congress in May this
year, Beijing announced a military bud-
get of $178.6 billion for 2020 and said it
would grow by 6.6 per cent year-on-year,
while foreign affairs spending was cut by
11.8 per cent. The military budget stood
at $175 billion in 2018 and $177.5 billion
in 2019. Helena Legarda, analyst at the
Mercator Institute for China Studies
(MERICS) mused, “Beijing clearly does
not feel safe enough domestically or
internationally to slow down its military
buildup and modernisation, even at a time
when the economy is suffering.”

China’s outstanding debt claims are
estimated at $5.5 trillion, that’s 40 per cent
of its Gross Domestic Product (GDP),
according to the Institute of International
Finance. The institute estimates that
China’s debt-to-GDP ratio rose by 11 per-
centage points in 2019 and is now pegged
at 317 per cent. It could be higher as the
calculations do not include all categories
of debt. Moreover, China’s reported GDP
seems too high and the excess of liabili-
ties over assets of China’s financial insti-
tutions has not been factored in.

Data for the first quarter of 2020
showed a hike in bad loans, defaults and
delayed repayments as the Coronavirus hit
the economy and first-quarter GDP
shrank for the first time in China’s record-
ed history. The rise in defaults was despite
lenders agreeing to delay $124 billion in
repayments from smaller companies.
The International Monetary Fund (IMF)
predicts the Chinese economy would grow
only 1.2 per cent in 2020-21 as against 6.1
per cent in 2019-20. However, at the
National People’s Congress in May 2020,
Premier Li Keqiang said China would not
set a target for GDP growth for 2020-21.
He announced a stimulus of $672.4 bil-
lion, which many considered inadequate
but China cannot afford more debt.

China’s economic slowdown began
before the Coronavirus pandemic derailed
the world economy. After the second Belt
and Road Forum meeting in Beijing in
April 2019, several Western think-tanks
scrutinised BRI finances from public
records and found an opaque web of reck-
less lending, restructured loans, renego-
tiated loans, debt forgiveness, refinancing
and deferrals. Now, Zou Jiayi, Vice
Minister at the Finance Ministry, who
repeatedly warned about the debt risks
from the project, has been asked to make
the BRI “more manageable and financial-
ly practical.” Observers expect it to be
sharply downsized, with viable projects

getting priority and the rest
ignored. The objective is to
somehow avoid a massive default.

The BRI has become fiscal-
ly unsustainable because China’s
policy banks gave huge loans to
fragile States and then extended
and even expanded credit lines.
The Washington-based consul-
tancy, RWR Advisory, notes that
around $461 billion has been
given for transport and energy
projects from the Horn of Africa
to Central Asia from 2013 under
the BRI umbrella.

China’s total lending to
African Governments, firms and
State agencies is around seven per
cent of its external debt, valued
at $2.06 trillion at the end of 2019
by China’s State Administration
of Foreign Exchange. Ernst &
Young estimates that Chinese
firms invested $72.2 billion in
Africa between 2014 and 2018.
Herbert Poenisch, former senior
economist, Bank for International
Settlements, put the total out-
standing lending by Eximbank in
all countries at $285 billion.
Hong Kong-based bankers
believe that possibly the
Government “does not know
how much it is owed or by
whom.”

Lending slowed down even
before the COVID-19 shock.
Logan Wright, director of China
markets research at Rhodium
Group, reported that net out-
bound lending has been negative
since 2019; lending by mainland
policy banks to Africa dropped
after peaking at $29 billion in
2016. Commerce Ministry data

showed that the number of over-
seas contracts signed by Chinese
construction firms for BRI-relat-
ed lending fell sharply in 2018,
reflecting the growing unease in
Beijing that the BRI was “way out
of control.” A Hong Kong banker
said that by 2019, China had
exhausted its ability to maintain
the momentum. Beijing’s solution
to fund BRI by lending in ren-
minbi did not work as most bor-
rowers only wanted dollars.

This compelled China to
increase its dollar-denominated
external debt. The COVID pan-
demic put Beijing in the unen-
viable position of being asked to
forgive some, or even all, of its
loans. At the G20 in April 2020,
China offered to freeze all debt
repayments for the world’s poor-
est countries until end-2020, the
first time Beijing joined a glob-
al debt relief initiative. But it
refused to include distressed
loans disbursed by Eximbank or
China Development Bank in the
G20 programme. Analysts
expect massive downscaling of
the project. A few new and
viable projects will be launched;
the rest sidelined. Lending to
Africa will be tightly controlled,
but gaps could be met by “new
actors” such as technology firm
Huawei.

The Coronavirus has made
it impossible to ignore the warn-
ings. The Bank for International
Settlements warned in 2016
that excessive credit growth in
China posed the risk of a bank-
ing crisis within three years. In
December 2017, the IMF

warned that China’s growing
debt-dependency could trigger
a new global financial crisis as
credit growth had outpaced
GDP growth, corporate debt was
165 per cent of GDP and house-
hold debt had risen by 15 per-
centage points of GDP over the
past five years.

Columnist Gordon G
Chang believes that China’s for-
eign exchange reserves could be
less than claimed as there have
been derivative transactions to
hide the quantum of dollar sell-
ing to support the renminbi and
stuffing of non-liquid invest-
ments into its reserves. The
increased budget of the People’s
Liberation Army (officially by
6.6 per cent) is an extra burden
though deft management has
marginally increased foreign
exchange reserves to $3.09 tril-
lion in April 2020 from $3.06
trillion in March 2020. 

As its domestic strain
increases, Beijing may show
more aggression abroad —
Ladakh (India), South China
Sea, near Taiwan — to show that
it is unperturbed by the pan-
demic or slowdown. Its chutz-
pah is unparalleled. In June
2020, Naypitaw discovered to its
chagrin that China is covertly
building a Hong Kong-size city
in Shwe Kokko fishing village in
Kayin State, on the banks of
Moei river, its border with
Thailand. Possibly it would be
used to leverage Myanmar debt
at a future date.

(The author is a senior jour-
nalist. Views are personal)

W
hen Donald Trump won the 2016 US
presidential poll, he didn’t just shake up
the American polity but visibly the entire

world. As political commentators in India and else-
where tried to figure out the nuances of the US’
bizarre electoral college system and how the win-
ner of the popular vote actually lost an election,
the world prepared for Trump. It has been a roller
coaster ride since January 2017 when Trump took
office. From his market-moving Twitter tirades to
the many self-aggrandising press briefings, Trump
has said a lot of things to a lot of people. 

But as the US heads into the next presidential election cycle later this year, can
Democratic Party candidate Joe Biden, who was also former President Barack Obama’s
Vice President, defeat Trump? Biden has maintained low profile during the Coronavirus
pandemic. Even during the racial protests that engulfed certain American cities, he
maintained studied silence, possibly in order to avoid his legendary gaffes. This is
in sharp contrast to Trump’s bombastic statements. By all accounts, Biden is lead-
ing Trump in the polls across several important American “battleground” States where
the 2020 election will be won and lost. The average of national surveys has put Biden
up over Trump. However, this discounts the latter’s extremely good ground game;
last time his team knew they had an upper hand even before the election. This is
why they allowed the mainstream media to portray him as weak, which doubled the
surprise of his victory. It has been 28 years since an incumbent US President lost
re-election. Putting Trump on the backfoot might actually spur him to revitalise his
base. The riots now, with their senseless and wanton destruction, will actually play
into Trump’s core support base of White voters. Trump likes playing the insurgent
card when it comes to electioneering. And with the media and analysts sitting in their
ivory towers in America’s coastal cities, they forget how electorally important this
base is. For Biden to ensure victory, he will have to reach out to Trump’s core voter
base. While he has the polling lead for now, he has not started that outreach. Keep
in mind that as the first votes were counted on that fateful November night in 2016,
Hillary Clinton had a 96 per cent chance of being the US’ 45th President.

F
aith and wisdom, both are God-gifted virtues
and do not need to be in collision with each
other. In fact, we need both of these ennobling

faculties even more during the pandemic for the
sake of our spiritual and holistic well-being. That
is the larger purpose of religion. Practitioners and
devotees do not need to follow rituals if they pose
a threat to humanity itself like congregations and
mass gatherings would at this point. Most world
religions, ours included, have adapted to the times
where assembly of the faithful at a shrine could
itself become a super-spreader  of the disease, con-
sidering no filtering is possible without recording

a COVID-free status of each seeker. Be it online prayer services, no-touch rituals and
diverting contribution to pandemic management, temples, churches and mosques
around the world have redefined the way divine will can be translated on earth. But
the row over the Puri rathyatra, where the idols of Lord Jagannath, brother Balabhadra
and sister Subhadra are taken out in chariots for their annual vacation to their aunt’s
place, thereby allowing the masses to avail divine benediction for the last 300 years,
has again posited reason before a collective heave of emotion. Though devotees reg-
ularly seek audience before the Lord at his shrine in Puri, the rathyatra has been a
sort of divine endorsement of a massive public spectacle and celebration that has
become a socio-cultural icon of Odisha and fuelled the economy of the temple town.
Each year, a group of specialist craftsmen are hired to carve the three chariots. The
very act of taking out a procession would expose the temple administration and the
state Government to an unprecedented logistical challenge of conducting ceremonies
with clinical precision and crowd management. It was foreseeing a possible public
health and safety crisis that the Supreme Court had called for a total prohibition of
the festival last week. “Lord Jagannath will not forgive us if we allow it,” Chief Justice
SA Bobde had ruled. But following protestations by Puri seer Shankaracharya Swami
Nischalananda Saraswati, who claimed he was not consulted about the cancella-
tion, the court has now left it to the temple administration and the State Government
to manage the yatra on a limited scale. Servitors believe that stopping the yatra, which
is considered a transformative moment in nature’s cycle, would not be apt when
humanity was suffering the most and that once broken, it could not be held for the
next 12 years. Of course, the temple authorities depend on this yatra and its fervour
to plan their calendar of activities and some servitors singularly dedicate themselves
to preparations. Much money has already been spent and more so for testing all the
372 labourers engaged in building the chariots in isolation. Temple authorities also
claimed that thousands of people in Puri municipality had gathered on the road con-
necting Puri Jagannath temple to Gundicha temple on May 30 by maintaining social
distance for singing the state anthem. So they now want the yatra to be performed
by 500-600 servitors, maintaining a social distance on the 3-km road stretch and
the temple police to ensure discipline and provide back-up. They won’t allow con-
gregation of devotees who can watch the procession live on TV. Would this mean
that the servitors themselves will have to go through testing and screening proto-
cols before being in close proximity to each other while pulling the chariot and tak-
ing turns on the rope? Would the police be able to hold off an unexpected swarm of
devotees, given the emotional surge the event inspires each year? Let us not forget
the stampedes associated with the event each year, when even the most meticu-
lous drill has not been able to tame devotees wishing to pull the chariot for a few
moments. Also, given that a minimum of 4,000 people are required to pull the three
chariots, even a scaled down number could be big enough to monitor on the ground.   

The Naveen Patnaik Government, which has its hands full with arresting the spi-
ral of COVID-19, has quite a challenge in conducting a crowdless yatra. According
to data, around six to seven lakh people gather on the first day of the festival. On the
return journey, the crowd swells to almost double, numbering well over 10 lakh peo-
ple. The State Government’s challenge will be to keep people indoors on the day by
way of an administrative curfew of sorts if it wants to uphold tradition and set an
example of how festivals can be managed in the post-pandemic era. Certainly Patnaik
would not want to risk a protocol which has aggressively contained the virus. Odisha
is a low incidence State thanks to his proactive containment measures and prepared-
ness in setting up COVID facilities even before the predictive figures came in. So he
certainly would not want to spill water on the hard work he has done until now. Or
he could well lay the template for the mass festivals that will follow, like the Ganesh
Utsav in Maharashtra. Indeed, community festivals need a new common protocol
in the post-pandemic era that shouldn’t be seen as being in competition with reli-
giosity or diluting faith itself. It should be about treasuring God’s creation called life.

Rathyatra challenge

Foreign policy test

Sir — This refers to the editori-
al, “Bare facts” (June 22). India
has always been unduly accom-
modative of and friendly with
China while the latter has proved
to be just the opposite. The
story goes back to the great
betrayal of 1962 when former
Prime Minister Jawaharlal
Nehru’s bonhomie was returned
in the form of an invasion by the
Chinese. The recent India-China
face-off along the Galwan Valley
has proved once again that ten-
sion-free relations with expan-
sionist China is wishful thinking.
New Delhi needs to be practical.
India’s China policy and also that
with Taiwan needs a reset. New
Delhi must also think of extend-
ing strategic support to Tibet and
Hong Kong. 

MC Joshi
Lucknow

Reset terms

Sir — This refers to the editori-
al, “Bare facts” (June 22). Ladakh
has shown China’s aversion to
existing peace arrangements.  It
is under the impression that it is

invincible. But it must not forget
the defeat it suffered at the
hands of Vietnam. 

Success is not the property of
any country. Likewise, defeat is
not a permanent problem of any
nation. China is at loggerheads

with Hong Kong, Taiwan, Tibet,
Japan, Vietnam and more impor-
tantly with India.    

By now it is clear that China
attaches more importance to
land than good neighbourly rela-
tions. The recent Chinese aggres-

sion along the Galwan Valley
must prompt India to forge
alliances with other countries
hostile to it. India will need to set
up new terms of peace.

KV Seetharamaiah
Hassan

Coordinated efforts

Sir — A spike in the number of
Coronavirus cases should send
alarm bells ringing. Death toll,
too, has shown a sharp rise. In
particular, Delhi, Mumbai and
Chennai pose enormous chal-
lenges as they account for more
than half of the total cases in the
country. Faced with a flagging
economy, the Union Government
was left with no option but to
reopen markets. But due to
mounting cases, a few States have
taken the right decision to extend
the lockdown. However, this may
not be of much help. Efforts
must be on to increase testing and
tracing contacts. Testing capaci-
ty has been increased to three lakh
people daily but this is less than
adequate. Central and State
Governments, too, need to work
in tandem. Given that the spread
the infection is showing different
trajectories in different parts of
the country, coordination of
resources and strategies will be
crucial. 

Venu GS
Kollam
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China’s BRI trap

SANDHYA JAIN

As its domestic strain increases, Beijing may show more aggression abroad to show 

that it is unperturbed by the pandemic or slowdown. That its chutzpah is unparalleled

India does not want 
escalation but if there is
any action from China,
the forces have been
given the freedom to
give a befitting reply.

Union Minister
—Rajnath Singh

Due to the lockdown, people
have been watching web shows.
That’s how people in London
started recognising me. I often
have people waiting outside to
get a glimpse of me.

Actor
—Radhika Apte

We are fighting two wars
against China — at the 
border and against the virus.
Our 20 brave soldiers didn’t
back down. Even we won’t
retreat and win both the wars.

Delhi Chief Minister
—Arvind Kejriwal

S O U N D B I T E

L E T T E R S T O  TT H E  E D I T O R

Are we prepared for a Chinese boycott?

I
n the aftermath of the India-China face-off at the bor-
der, there has been a growing chorus to boycott
Chinese products and understandably so.

Interestingly, the call has elicited little response. The
pros and cons of whatever India does on the diplomat-
ic and economic fronts in the context of seriously
strained relations with China must be weighed upon.
In retaliation to China’s military aggression, econom-
ic gains and not losses should follow any measure taken.
We should not get carried away by the nationalistic pitch.
We need to recognise our strengths and weaknesses
without getting downbeat. Frankly speaking, India does
not have enough economic muscle to flex around.

Undeniably, Chinese products occupy much of the
space on the shelves of shops and stores in India. China
has not just developed a niche market; it has diversified
into all products and overwhelmed the Indian market.
Whatever their quality, Chinese products are relatively
cheaper and more affordable and face no serious com-
petition. Experts are divided on the issue of imports from
China. While some endorse the boycott call, others favour
more tariffs. We should think twice about the advisabil-
ity of indiscriminately cutting down on trade with a neigh-
bouring country that has a strong footprint bordering on

monopoly in the manufacturing industry and global sup-
ply chains. For people to shift their brand loyalty, they
have to have an option. To what extent the boycott will
moderate Chinese behaviour towards India is not clear.
Whether the threat to boycott Chinese products can be
used as a bargaining chip at the negotiating table, too,
is not clear. Self-reliance and “Make in India” are wor-
thy goals which we should actualise. We must unlock our
full potential and emerge as an economic powerhouse.

G David Milton
Maruthancode

CHINA’S ECONOMIC
SLOWDOWN BEGAN

BEFORE THE
PANDEMIC

DERAILED THE
WORLD ECONOMY.

AFTER THE SECOND
BELT AND ROAD

FORUM MEETING IN
APRIL 2019,

SEVERAL WESTERN 
THINK-TANKS

SCRUTINISED BRI
FINANCES FROM

PUBLIC RECORDS
AND FOUND AN

OPAQUE WEB OF
RECKLESS
LENDING,

RESTRUCTURED
LOANS,

RENEGOTIATED
LOANS AND DEBT
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Insurgent incumbent The only place through
which I can give an answer
is through IPL even if I 
play for India. I want to 
face the fear and that’s 
the only way to live life.

Indian cricketer
—S Sreesanth

Even after keeping devotees indoors, managing a people’s
festival is a big task. Will Odisha lay template for similar events? 

While Democratic challenger Biden is picking up in the polls,
ruling out Trump is a mistake that few should make



Necessity spawns invention

MODI MUST ALWAYS BE MINDFUL OF THE IMPLICATIONS

OF HIS WORDS AND DECLARATIONS ON OUR NATION’S

SECURITY AS ALSO TERRITORIAL INTERESTS.    

—FORMER PRIME MINISTER

MANMOHAN SINGH

DR SINGH CAN CERTAINLY SHARE HIS WISDOM ON

MANY SUBJECTS BUT THE RESPONSIBILITY OF THE

OFFICE OF THE PRIME MINISTER ISN’T ONE OF THEM.

—BJP PRESIDENT 

JP NADDA

POINTCOUNTERPOINT 

T
he handwritten sign on the shuttered paan
shop in my neighbourhood had just a
phone number on it. I had, on a whim,

gone to the market to see if there was any pos-
sibility of getting some cigarettes. With nothing
to lose, I tried the number. A man named Tiwari
answered the phone and when I asked him about
the possibility of getting cigarettes, he said he
could deliver them the next morning. Not just
that, Tiwari also asked me if I wanted the
“imported” or “Indian” variety of that particu-
lar brand. The price was finalised at a 50 per cent
mark-up to the maximum retail price (MRP) and
promptly at 10 am the next morning, Tiwari was
there on his Scooty.

Surprised, I asked him how he had managed
to reach me during a complete lockdown in our
neighbourhood where the policemen were not
just stopping people but actively demonstrating
their penchant for using force. 

Apparently, Tiwari was helped by serendip-
ity. Several months ago, to make an extra buck,
Tiwari had started selling bread and eggs from
his paan shop. Now, he was allowed to open his
shop as part of essential services and that is how
he was managing to move around freely. Of
course, there were few people buying eggs and
bread from him, since these were easily avail-
able, but cigarettes and paan masala were
another matter altogether.

Though the pandemic-induced lockdown
wreaked havoc on the livelihoods of millions of
hawkers, the street vendors were the worst-hit
since they were surviving from day-to-day
even before the shutdown began. But there are
other small shopkeepers, mechanics and service
personnel, who are still suffering immense hard-
ships due to the lockdown, even though much
of the economy has been opened up in a grad-
ed manner now by the Government in a bid to
start up the growth engine. 

However, the resourcefulness and resilience
of our workmen should not be underestimated.
This is especially true for services and goods for
which there is a non-discretionary demand.

A few days into the lockdown, I noticed that
suddenly the number of vegetable vendors who
peddle their wares on carts in our neighbour-
hood had increased significantly. This seemed
odd and so I hypothesised that these were peo-
ple who ordinarily work other trades but were
now forced to do this to earn a livelihood. This
nebulous hypothesis was confirmed and the
details fleshed out by Krishna, whom I accost-
ed while he was on his rounds selling vegetables
near my house.

It turned out that Krishna was otherwise a
daily wage labourer — the kind that throng
“labour chowks” in any city in the morning in
the hope of being picked up by a contractor to
work on a building site. With the construction
business being shut and being a resourceful man,
he struck a deal with his neighbour, Ahmad.
Ahmad is a kabadiwala (scrap collector) who has
a rickshaw which he uses. But kabadiwalas are
not allowed to ply their trade now. So Krishna
offered to rent Ahmad’s rickshaw at `50 a day.
Now Krishna goes at 3 am to the wholesale veg-
etable market and gets vegetables to hawk
through the day. The iron law of markets makes
both of them better off during the lockdown.

The resourcefulness of people slightly up the
social ladder is also quite in evidence these days.
Some at the top of the pecking order have used

their “contacts” in the administration
to get COVID-19 passes on their cars,
which allow them to travel in the city
way past the curfew hours and also
cross State borders that till now remain
firmly shut for the common man. 

The not so fortunate ones have
found other ways to manage the police
roadblocks. For instance, I noticed that
there is a sudden increase in the num-
ber of people who are socially-inclined
and are thus providing relief to strand-
ed migrants and daily wagers. Their
cars have got home printed signs that
read “COVID-19, Relief Material” and
always seem to be filled with bags and
cartons. Except somehow, I never see
them going out to distribute this mate-
rial to the needy.

Wikipedia lists at least 12 lan-
guages with the phrase “Necessity is the
mother of invention.” This is certainly
the case nowadays. A friend shared a
picture of how he has carefully marked
his cigarettes so that he can smoke them
over time — one third in the morning,
one third after tea and so on. The paan
shops in his area haven’t opened up as
yet and he obviously hasn’t heard of his
neighbourhood “Tiwari.” 

People who never tasted any other
alcohol except for Scotch whisky are
making do with whatever they can lay
their hands on — in a friend’s case, a
bottle of cheap vodka.

My own case was a bit more pro-
saic. Of all things, the strap of my chap-
pals broke early on in the lockdown.
Since one was home-bound, this item
of footwear was the one used most of
the time. Clearly something had to be
done. So I went to the neighbourhood
kirana (grocery) store, got some adhe-
sive and used it liberally on the strap
to fix it. Thankfully it is holding up and
hopefully will last me till the “non-
essential” shoe shops open.

Social distancing, a phrase which

has entered common parlance, thanks
to its constant use in the media, has
been internalised by most people who
can afford to distance themselves.
Except that the distancing is mostly
from the hoi polloi and that, too, only
when it can be done without any dis-
comfort.

In my neighbourhood, initially no
maids or gardeners were being allowed.
The residents, inspired by videos of
celebrities on social media doing
jhaadoo-pochaa (sweeping and mop-
ping), decided that they, too, could do
it. Alas, this lasted only for a few days
and soon the maids were called back.
However, now quite a few of the maids,
having lost their livelihood, had gone
back to their villages. Thus, the few who
remained were cajoled and implored to
take on work at extra houses.

The one thing which didn’t involve
any social distancing was of course buy-
ing fruits and vegetables. This is one
activity in which every household in
India excels. In the initial days of the
lockdown, as soon as the fruit/vegetable
hawker would call out, women from the
colony would come out and crowd
around him. 

No masks of course were worn by
any of them possibly taking the initial
World Health Organisation (WHO)
recommendations of masks not being
needed seriously. More importantly,
every single apple, mango, tomato,
potato and okra was hand-picked from
a pile and then the usual haggling over
price happened. 

Now, of course, with the pandem-
ic spreading like wildfire and the
WHO recommending masks and
gloves as a means of escaping infection,
the ladies of the colony and even the
fruit/vegetable vendors are sporting
masks. That they hang loose most of the
time is another matter. 

Yet another thing which happened

during the forced lockdown was an
increased interest in sports. This, in
effect, meant playing the one game
which is easiest to play on the road, in
your garden, driveway or even  your ter-
race — badminton. It was vaguely
touching to see couples, who last pos-
sibly picked up a racket 20 years ago,
suddenly bonding over a game of bad-
minton on their terrace. Board games
also became all the rage for families
forced to stay indoors and, of course,
their prices skyrocketed thanks to the
opportunism displayed by online toy
vendors. 

The children continued riding
their bicycles as well as playing other
games, blissfully unaware of the need
for social distancing. While ordinarily
they would play inside the house since
the roads had traffic, the lockdown
meant that the roads were almost
empty and so they could play in the
streets. 

Incidentally, it also meant that the
roads were taken over by dogs, birds,
stray cattle and in our case, several hors-
es — I am not sure where they came
from — maybe because no weddings
were taking place, the ghodi walas (wed-
ding mare providers) had let them loose
to feed on whatever they could find.

Now with the Unlock 1.0 in force
and our leader telling us to unlock,
unlock, unlock, things are changing.
For instance, since there is a gradual
increase in construction activity as well
as street hawking, the number of
fruit/vegetable sellers has decreased to
almost pre-lockdown levels. 

Tiwari now opens his paan shop as
usual but what is curious, continues to
sell his wares at a mark-up. When I
asked him why he is doing this now, he
conspiratorially whispers — “Sir,
banned hai na.”

(The writer is Professor, Department
of Physics and Astrophysics, DU)

The resourcefulness and resilience of our workmen should not be underestimated. This is especially
true for services and goods for which there is a non-discretionary demand
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UTTAM GUPTA

SEVERAL 
MONTHS AGO, 

TO MAKE 
AN EXTRA BUCK,

TIWARI HAD
STARTED 

SELLING BREAD 
AND EGGS FROM
HIS PAAN SHOP.

NOW, HE WAS
ALLOWED 

TO OPEN HIS 
SHOP AS PART 
OF ESSENTIAL

SERVICES 
AND THAT IS HOW

HE WAS MANAGING
TO MOVE AROUND

FREELY. OF COURSE,
THERE WERE FEW

PEOPLE BUYING
EGGS AND BREAD

FROM HIM,
SINCE THESE 
WERE EASILY

AVAILABLE, BUT
CIGARETTES AND

PAAN MASALA
WERE ANOTHER

MATTER
ALTOGETHER

T
he Supreme Court was against burdening customers with a loan
trap while hearing a Public Interest Litigation (PIL) filed by one
Gajendra Sharma, demanding a “waiver on interest charged”

by a bank citing the relief given by the Reserve Bank of India (RBI)
on the payment of equated monthly installments (EMIs) during March
and August 31 due to the pandemic. A three-Judge Bench of the
Supreme Court observed: “There is no merit in burdening customers,
who have opted for the RBI-approved loan moratorium, with addi-
tional interest. Once you fix a moratorium it should serve the pur-
pose desired. We see no merit in charging interest on interest.” The
Bench, which posted the matter for hearing in the first week of August
to allow the Centre and the RBI to review the situation, asked the Indian
Banks Association (IBA) to examine whether they could bring new
guidelines on the issue of loan moratorium. From this, it would appear
that the apex court may be concurring with the petitioner. It believes
that without granting interest waiver on the amount remaining unpaid
during the moratorium period, the very act of granting it is rendered
meaningless. This is reinforced by another observation by the Bench,
“On the one hand, you are granting moratorium (on loans) but con-
tinuing with interest. It is more detrimental.” As we await the court’s
order we need to address some pertinent questions.  

What did the RBI offer to the borrowers? What did it cost the
banks and how will interest waiver impact them? How will bank depos-
itors be affected? Let us check a few facts. On March 27, the RBI
Governor announced a comprehensive action plan to resuscitate the
economy. Among other things, the plan sought to ease the stress of
loan repayments on businesses and individuals and this included a
three-month moratorium on payment of installments in respect of all
term loans outstanding on March 31.

As the lockdown continued much longer than it was initially envis-
aged on May 22, the Governor announced extension of the morato-
rium for another three months till August 31. He also allowed those
who availed of working capital facilities to convert accumulated inter-
est for the deferment period (March 1 – August 31) into a Funded
Interest Term Loan (FITL) which can be paid by March 31, 2021.  

The RBI also eased asset classification norms for all accounts
coming under the moratorium. These accounts will be treated as non-
performing assets (NPA) from 270 days overdue instead of 90 days
overdue as per extant rules. It has also extended the 210-day reso-
lution period for all large, stressed accounts under its June 7, 2019
circular. On its expiry, if banks are not ready with a resolution plan,
the Insolvency and Bankruptcy Code (IBC) comes into play by a fur-
ther 180 days.   

The RBI has thus taken all necessary steps to shield COVID-19
affected businesses and individuals from going into default and neg-
ative consequences such as a loan becoming a NPA or proceedings
under the IBC that go with it. It has also eased the burden of paying
back accumulated interest for the moratorium period. There could
not have been a more generous relief package. This has come at the
cost to banks who will be required to make additional 10 per cent
provision on these so-called “standstill” accounts (albeit borrowers
who decide to avail of the moratorium) over three quarters ending
March, June and September. Yet, borrowers are dissatisfied and are
demanding waiver of interest, too, arguing that the latter is meaning-
less without the former. The apex court is concurring with this inter-
pretation. 

However, this interpretation may not hold ground because the
moratorium is actually a “deferment” of existing and current liabili-
ties. It means that for now, keeping in view the prevailing excruciat-
ing circumstances, the borrower need not pay for the specified peri-
od. But, it does not alter any of the other covenants in his loan agree-
ment with the bank. If, he decides not to pay interest during the mora-
torium period, “the interest accrued on the unpaid interest amount”
will have to be paid by him. 

Granting interest waiver (in addition to deferment) will amount
to creating discrimination among borrowers who decide to avail of
the moratorium and others who don’t. There are a large number of
borrowers in the latter category as can be seen from the following
numbers reported by the largest Public Sector Bank (PSB) viz. the
State Bank of India (SBI). According to the SBI, over 80 per cent of
its retail borrowers did not avail of the moratorium for two out of the
first three months initially allowed by the RBI. Further, 90 per cent of
such borrowers did not avail of the moratorium for one month. In
other words, they continued to pay the EMI. If, the Supreme Court
grants interest waiver, are we then to infer that those who have already
paid their EMIs will get refund of the “interest on interest” from the
bank? If they don’t (very likely) then we will end up with two sets of
borrowers viz. one who availed of moratorium and got interest waiv-
er too and the other, who got neither just because he decided to pay.

Plus, loans worth ̀ 40,00,000 crore are eligible for the six-month
moratorium allowed by the RBI. Taking the average lending rate at
one per cent, the interest cost for six months works out to about
`2,00,000 crore. This will be the loss to banks if the court allows
interest waiver for the moratorium period. But, the buck does not stop
here. The banks give loans using depositors’ money. If, the former
suffer a loss, this will impact the latter by way of reduction in the deposit
rate. There are millions of depositors who depend solely on interest
income for their survival. Already, in a declining rate scenario (this
was even before the Corona crisis), they have suffered heavily. The
interest rate on the Senior Citizen Saving Scheme, which is normal-
ly kept immune from market-driven variations, too, has declined by
over two per cent in the last couple of years. The crisis has aggra-
vated their woes. To give relief to a certain section of society at the
cost of another will be discriminatory. 

To argue that deferment of an existing liability per se is no relief
is untenable. If, someone is passing through a difficult phase (say,
in case of this petitioner whose shop remained closed during the lock-
down) and he is exempted from having to pay the EMI during this
period, which is what the RBI has done, this by itself is unquestion-
ably a big relief. While he will be happy to get interest waiver as well,
that does not take away from the fact that he got a huge relief.

What if the Centre decides to pay for interest waiver? It can do
so for PSBs only and this won’t be possible in case of private banks.
This will lead to an anomalous situation whereby someone who has
taken loan from a private bank won’t get the benefit of interest waiv-
er. That apart, the Government needs to decide whether it can afford
this when it needs to keep its scarce (and dwindling) resources for
the basic needs of the poorest only. Hopefully, the apex court will
see the inherent flaw in allowing interest waiver for the moratorium
period and dismiss the demand made by the petitioner.  

(The writer is a New Delhi-based policy analyst)

A
s agri-business celebrates the
removal of pulses, oilseeds, cere-
als and so on from the purview

of the Essential Commodities Act
(ECA), Indian farmers and consumers
don’t have reason to celebrate. The
Government’s advisors, in an attempt to
bring in more “agri-dollars”, may have
misled the Narendra Modi Government
by opening doors for cartelisation of
these commodities, while at the same
time dismantling the consumers’ and
farmers’ only defence against monopoly.
For evidence, we need to look no fur-
ther than 2015. Modi 1.0 was complet-

ing one year in office as prices of puls-
es skyrocketed to over `200 a kg. After
the Income Tax Department investigat-
ed the matter, a ̀ 2.5 lakh crore dal scam
was unearthed. The I-T Department’s
Appraisal Report in the Case of Pulse
Importers and Traders Group said, “The
abnormal price situation in India was
created by a coordinated collusive activ-
ity orchestrated by a few trading and
financial entities.” They found that
“physical stocks of pulses (were) cor-
nered in domestic and international
markets. Significant long positions on
the future were taken on exchanges to
create an artificial scarcity at the whole-
sale and retail levels.”

International agri-business and
grain traders had shrewdly circumvent-
ed the ECA by leveraging their overseas
presence and created a monopoly by
“procuring and hoarding stocks of puls-
es in national as well as overseas mar-
kets.” They manipulated domestic dal
prices to plummet so that they gained
maximum from the stocks bought at low
prices. The super profit earned in this

manner was not offered to tax and was
siphoned off either abroad or convert-
ed into unaccounted cash through entry
operators. It was then that the
Government, using the ECA, raided and
seized over 70,000 metric tonnes (MT)
of pulses from hoarders and traders and
broke the cartel. The entire supply
chain was complicit in the scam and in
fact the IT Department investigated the
National Commodity and Derivatives
Exchange (NCDEX) too, for its role in
aiding this crisis. It turned out that the
feat was jointly managed by the inter-
national agri-business, local
suppliers/traders and agri-commodity
brokers at the NCDEX.

Now, the Government’s advisors
have removed all barriers to stocking
limits. The people responsible for the dal
scam can now legally operate and even
be absolved of their past crimes. 

A curious case: Cotton is not only
a fibrous cash crop for Indian farmers
but is also an oilseed. Many experts have
raised bio-safety concerns on GMO Bt
cottonseed being blended freely into our

edible oils.  Nevertheless, the demand for
cottonseed oil is ever-growing. Much like
pulses, oilseeds were removed from the
ECA, too. There are unconfirmed
reports of cottonseed being removed
from the ECA as it is also an oilseed.
Interestingly enough, the Modi
Government has had a taste of Bt
Cotton monopoly, where it used  ECA
to prevent unfair business practices and
control prices of cottonseed in 2015. This
was done because illegal trait value was
being charged. 

To the rescue: The ECA had repeat-
edly come to the aid of the Indian
Government, legal traders, farmers and
consumers. Of late, it helped break the
cotton seed and dal cartels. However, the
safeguard measures of emergency con-
trol laid out by the Government in the
Ordinance for protecting different stake-
holders is not strong enough. The
Government must  keep all seeds for
sowing under the purview of the ECA
and add clauses to strengthen this law.
India’s cotton farmers are already high-
ly indebted and 84 per cent of farmers’

suicides are reported from the cotton-
farming belts. No illegal trait fees and
royalties should be charged and cotton
seed should remain under the ECA. 

Don’t ape the US: The Government
needs to study the dal scam and the IT
Department’s findings. We need to
bring pulses and oilseeds back under the
ECA. By deregulation, we are blindly
copying the US’ post World War-II farm
policy, which has failed for US farmers
and led to the creation of agri-commod-
ity giants. The liberalisation of farm-gate
has destroyed farmers not just in the US,
but in Mexico, Brazil and elsewhere, too.
Indian farmers will be the biggest losers
and consumers won’t be far behind
either. Consumers will gradually feel the
burn of such deregulation, too. The
Centre must tread carefully. Before dis-
mantling the ECA, the Government
must revisit the dark history of the East
India Company, which was the world’s
first agri-business trans-national corpo-
ration. 

(The writer is Director, Policy and
Outreach, NSAI)

Strengthen Essential Commodities Act
By deregulation, we are copying the US’ failed post World War-II farm policy which led to the creation of agri-commodity giants
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Granting interest waiver, in addition to deferment,

will amount to creating discrimination among
borrowers who decide to avail the RBI’s loan

moratorium and others who don’t
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Crude oil futures
slump on low
demand
NEW DELHI: Crude oil futures
on Monday dropped 0.43 per
cent to Rs 3,038 per barrel as
participants trimmed their
positions on low demand. On
the Multi Commodity
Exchange, crude oil for July
delivery fell by Rs 13, or 0.43
per cent, to Rs 3,038 per
barrel with a business volume
of 4,635 lots. Crude oil for
August delivery was quoting
lower by Rs 21, or 0.68 per
cent, at Rs 3,061 per barrel
with an open interest of 58
lots. Globally, West Texas
Intermediate crude oil was
trading flat at USD 39.75 per
barrel. However, Brent crude
was trading 0.07 per cent up
at USD 42.22 per barrel in
New York. 

GE Power Q4 net
profit down 44 pc at
Rs 14.87 cr
NEW DELHI: GE Power India
on Monday reported over 44
per cent decline in
consolidated net profit at Rs
14.87 crore for the quarter
ended March 2020. The
company had posted a
consolidated net profit of Rs
26.85 crore during the quarter
ended March 2019, a
regulatory filing said. Total
income rose to Rs 773.65
crore in the quarter under
review from Rs 400.81 crore
in the same period a year ago.
For fiscal year 2019-20,
consolidated net profit rose to
Rs 84.60 crore as compared
with Rs 75.40 crore in 2018-
19. Total income in 2019-20
increased to Rs 2,570.79 crore
from Rs 2,035.21 crore in
2018-19. The company's
board recommended a
dividend of Rs 2 per equity
share for the year ended
March 31, 2020.

Adani Power board
approves delisting
from BSE, NSE
NEW DELHI: Adani Power
board on Monday approved
the proposal to delist the
company's equity shares from
stock exchanges. The
company has worked out the
floor price of an equity share
of Rs 33.82 to buy 96.53
crore scrips with the public for
about Rs 3,264 crore.   In a
regulatory filing, the company
said it will seek shareholders
nod for delisting on BSE and
NSE through a postal ballot.
Shares of the company were
trading at Rs 37.85 apiece on
BSE in afternoon session,
down 0.39 per cent from their
previous close.

Rupee surges 17
paise to 76.03
against US dollar
MUMBAI: The rupee on
Monday appreciated 17 paise
to close at 76.03 (provisional)
against the US dollar in line
with positive equity markets
amid sustained foreign fund
inflows. Besides, a weak US
dollar against major global
currencies also aided the
rupee's upward movement,
forex dealers said. At the
interbank foreign exchange
market, the rupee opened
strong at 76.16 and it further
rushed to touch a high of
75.98 during the trade. The
domestic currency finally
settled at 76.03 against the US
dollar, registering a rise of 17
paise over its previous close
of 76.20. On the equities front,
the 30-share BSE benchmark
Sensex was trading 442.58
points higher at 35,174.31.

PNS n NEW DELHI

Hindustan Motors (HM)
on Monday said there is
n o  a d v e r s e  f i n a n c i a l
impact on the company
due to the coronavirus
pandemic.

In view of outbreak of
COVID-19 and the subse-
quent lockdown imposed
by the central and state
governments, the compa-
ny is closely monitoring
the impact of this pan-
demic, Hindustan Motors
said in a regulatory filing.

T h e  c omp a ny  h a d
closed Uttarpara plant cit-
ing severe cash crunch
du e  t o  p o or  s a l e s  o f
Ambassador cars. 

PNS n KOLKATA

Food and beverages major
PepsiCo said on Monday that
it will install community
water filters for safe water
access in the cyclone
Amphan-affected villages in
some districts on West
Bengal. Installing 80 commu-
nity filters will enable the
availability of clean water for
more than a year, benefitting
over 8,000 affected people in
Purba Medinipur, Howrah,
Kolkata, and South 24
Parganas districts, it said.

The PepsiCo Foundation
has partnered with
Sustainable Environment and
Ecological Development
Society (SEEDS).

PNS n NEW DELHI

ICICI Bank on Monday said
it has sold 1.5 per cent stake
in its life insurance sub-
sidiary for around Rs 840
crore with an aim to strength-
en the balance sheet.

Last week, the lender had
informed exchanges about
selling a little less than 4 per
cent stake in its general insur-
ance subsidiary for Rs 2,250
crore. While announcing its
results for 2019-20 on May 9,
ICICI Bank had said it would
look at further strengthening
the balance sheet as opportu-
nities arise. "In line with this
intent and pursuant to approval
granted by the Board, the
Bank has today divested
2,15,00,000 equity shares of
face value of Rs 10 each of
ICICI Prudential Life
Insurance Company, repre-
senting 1.50 per cent of its
equity share capital at March
31, 2020, on the stock exchange
for an approximate total con-
sideration of Rs 8.40 billion (Rs
840 crore )," ICICI Bank said
in a regulatory filing.

PNS n NEW DELHI

Mahindra & Mahindra
(M&M) on Monday said it
has introduced its new
Sarpanch Plus range of trac-
tors in Maharashtra, with
the launch of the 575
Sarpanch Plus model priced
at Rs 6.60 lakh (ex show-
room, Maharashtra). The 575
Sarpanch Plus is an upgrade
of the company's popular
575 Sarpanch and the new
series offers models spanning
multiple horsepower-points
from 30 HP to 50 HP catego-
ry, M&M said in a statement.
It offers 2 HP more power,
higher max torque and back-
up torque, to cover more
land quickly, the company
added.

The new Sarpanch Plus
series comes with a 6-year
warranty and can be booked
online for an initial payment
of Rs 5,000 and is available
with special finance and cus-
tomer schemes, it added.

PNS n MUMBAI

Singapore-based DBS Bank
on Monday reported nearly
eight-fold jump in profit for
2019-20 from its India opera-
tions at Rs 111 crore.

The bank had posted a net
profit of Rs 14.5 crore in
2018-19.

The lender, whose network
in India has now increased to
34 branches, reported 24 per
cent growth in net revenues at

Rs 1,444 crore during the last
financial year and a fall in
stressed assets.

DBS Bank India CEO
Surojit Shome said the perfor-
mance should be seen as being
demonstrative of the bank's
focus and commitment to
India.

“Despite the prevailing
headwinds, we are confident
that we will continue to capi-
talise on growth opportuni-
ties,” Shome said.

PNS n BANGKOK

World shares sagged Monday
as reports of new coronavirus
infections in the U.S. and
worldwide surged, with the
global total approaching 9 mil-
lion. European markets
opened lower after a mixed
session in Asia.

Britain's FTSE 100 lost 0.3%
to 6,275.24. The CAC 40 in
Paris edged 0.2% lower to
4,967.73, while Germany's
DAX slipped 0.1% to
12,315.63. U.S. futures augured
a strong start to the week, with
the contracts for both the S&P
500 and the Dow up 0.8%.

Sydney's S&P/ASX 200 was
almost unchanged at 5,944.50,
supported by a report that con-

sumer spending has rebound-
ed more quickly from the pan-
demic shock than expected,
analysts said.

“However, that partly
reflects pent-up demand and
the strong support from gov-

ernment initiatives.
Employment income has
slumped and we only expect
spending to return to pre-
virus levels next year,” Marcel
Thieliant of Capital Economics
said in a report.

Exports improving, down by about
10-12 pc so far in June: Goyal
PNS n NEW DELHI

India's exports are showing
signs of improvement as the
contraction in outbound ship-
ments in June so far has come
down to about 10-12 per cent
as compared with 60 per cent
in April, Commerce and
Industry Minister Piyush Goyal
said on Monday.

Declining for the third
straight month, India's exports
dipped 36.47 per cent in May
to USD 19.05 billion.

"Currently we are about 10-
12 per cent down in June. So
in a sense, we have reached up
to 88-90 per cent of the level of
exports that we had in June
2019 in the current month in
the first two weeks. I am await-
ing the data for third week (of
June)," Goyal said at a CII func-
tion.

The minister said that the
focus is on sustainable
growth and not on giving
"handout" for exports.

He said subsidies are
never good for business-
es and don't help
domestic exporters in
engaging with the

world from a position of
strength and power.

When asked about foreign
direct investment (FDI), he
said almost all sectors are open
for overseas investors, but the
ministry is open to other ideas.

"We have some constraints
in multi-brand retail because
we have a large part of Indians
dependent on small mom-
and-pop stores," he said,
adding that these shops have
kept essential supplies available
and played a key role during
the ongoing coronavirus pan-
demic.

"In insurance, our expecta-
tions from insurance compa-
nies was much more and deep-
er, sadly we feel let down. So
there are few sectors where we
would like all of you tell us," he
added.

The minister said that the
government has to balance
security concerns and opening
up of economy.

"FDI is welcome, but we cer-
tainly have to take precau-
tions that we do not get the
wrong type of capital which is
opportunist and which is not
really good for the
nation,"Goyal said.

The minister also said that
the government is giving spe-
cial focus to high quality stan-

dard products.
"I think a lot of people

have not appreciated that
our government is giving

priority to high quality
standards....(But) India
has finally evolved

and has made up
its mind that we
are going to only

accept good
quality prod-
ucts," he added.

‘Huge opportunities for
businesses in railways’
NEW DELHI: Railways Minister
Piyush Goyal on Monday said
huge opportunities are there for
businesses in the sector as the
ministry is willing to lease out
traffic routes and parcel trains
to them.  He said the railways
are now going to start 150
private trains to move
passengers and invited the
private sector to participate in
that.

"Private sector can support in
million ways... I am going to
lease out new routes, in the
sense that I am going to say
that okay you (private players)
identify the route (where) you
want to set up a train service.

"If you want, we are willing
to co-invest with you in new
lines. We are willing to lease
out traffic routes, we are
willing to lease out parcel
trains. So, there are a lot of
opportunities opening up for

the private sector," Goyal said
in a CII online event.

He added that the private
sector can look at an elevated
corridor along the national
highways as land procurement
would not be a challenge
there.

The minister also said that
on Sunday, railways were able
to move about 95 per cent of
the freight that it did on June
21 last year.

PNS n NEW DELHI

India's economic recovery is
more likely to be a 'U' or 'W'
shaped rather than 'V' as the
impact of COVID-19 will be
profound on a nation that was
already struggling for growth
prior to the pandemic, analysts
said. "Before the onset of
COVID, Indian economy had
slowed down to 4.5 per cent
GDP growth, not participating
in the global resurgence of
2018 and 2019," Centrum
Institutional Research said in
a report on Monday.

For India, the outbreak of
pandemic came at most inop-
portune time as the economy
showed nascent signs of recov-

ery after bold measures, from
both the government and the
Reserve Bank of India.

"India rightly went in for an
early lockdown to counter
Covid, thereby delaying the
peak, but will have much
slower economic recovery.
Given the last two years lack-
lustre growth, the govern-
ment has limited resources to
support demand in the econ-
omy. Thus, we believe that the
impact of Covid will be pro-
found in India and the recov-
ery will be more 'U' or 'W' than
'V' expected in some advanced
economies," it said.

Economic recession and recovery
are often charted in the most com-
mon shapes such as U, V and W.

PNS n NEW DELHI

Traders' body CAIT on
Monday burnt Chinese goods
in Delhi's main market Karol
Bagh to demonstrate their
resentment and anger against
the killing of 20 Indian soldiers
in clashes with the Chinese
troops in the Galwan Valley
last week. 

The protesting traders led
by Confederation of All India
Traders (CAIT) Secretary
General Praveen Khandelwal
were briefly detained by the
police and taken to the Karol

Bagh Police Station. 
The trader's body claimed

that Maharashtra Chief
Minister Uddhav Thackeray
has accepted its demand to

cancel three MoUs signed by
the Maharashtra government
with Chinese companies
recently. While compliment-
ing Thackeray, Khandelwal

said, "This step is in line
with the sentiments of the
people of the country and will
be a lesson to China".

"This demonstration is a
reflection of the boiling anger
in the hearts and minds of
Indian traders and citizens
against China's continued
antagonism towards India.
Due to the prevailing state of
COVID-19 pandemic, this
demonstration was done by
adopting all measures of
social distancing and safety
precautions,"  the CAIT 
said. 

World shares slip as global
virus tally approaches 9 million

PNS n NEW DELHI

India – Business Wire India
Godfrey Phillips India has
once again been recognized as
amongst the top 50 India's Best
Companies to Work For 2020,
an annual ranking of compa-
nies with exceptional people
practices and workplace cul-
tures. Godfrey Phillips India
participated for the second
year and received a ranking of
29th, improving over the 37th
position last year. The recog-
nition is a testament to the rich
and vibrant culture of the
organization that values
respect, transparency, collabo-
ration and empowerment.

With ‘People First' approach

as a core of its philosophy, the
recognition celebrates several
best practices of the Company
that includes the Bottom Up
approach for building empow-
erment, encouraging risk tak-
ing and learning from failures,
support for the employees
from excellent medical bene-
fits to training, upskilling,
reskilling and development

programs. The Company also
takes pride in its high employ-
ee engagement which was vis-
ible in the crisis period of the
pandemic where the Company
was consistent with communi-
cation, objectives, direction
and guidance along with the
leadership reaching out and
connecting empathetically
with the employees. 

DBS Bank logs Rs 111
cr profit from India ops

PNS n HYDERABAD

Institute of Cost Accounts of
India (ICAI) Hyderabad chap-
ter management committee
has elected
ManikyalaVenkateshwarlu as
its chairman in the 55th year
AGM held here in city.
Elections were held for the
2020-21 committees during
general body meeting and M
Venkateshwarlu won the elec-
tion. 

M Venkateshwarlu possess-
es 22 years of professional
experience in the field and
currently he is working as
Accounts Officer in the
TSSPDCL. Khaja Jalaluddin
was elected vice chairman of
the committee whereas Hima
Vidya elected Secretary and
Lavanya Kanduri as the
Treasurer. 

Elected chairman M
Venkateshwarlu thanked the
members of the committee
and vowed to work with all the
stakeholders for the collective
progress. He said that separate
plan of action would be ready
for the MSME sector in the

coming days. He further
added that these sectors would
be brought to the tracks of
progress using online tools. 

He said that challenges of
the industry emerged due to
the Covid-19 crisis would be
addressed firmly and suitably.
Raising an important factor, he
said that following the boycott
of goods from China across
the country, he would strive to
cash in on the demand for the
local products in the market. 

Venkateshwarlu also said that
the agenda of the Central govern-
ment regarding 'Atmanirbhartha'
would be further propelled in the
coming days. 

ICAI Hyd chapter
elects its chairman

India ‘fast moving' economy, says Aus minister
PNS n MELBOURNE

Describing India as a "complex
market" but a "very fast moving
economy", Australian trade
minister Simon Birmingham
has said that the government is
progressively implementing the
recommendations of a report to
further deepen its trade and
investment relations with New
Delhi.

India is Australia's eighth-
largest trading partner and
fifth-largest export market, with
two-way goods and services
trade valued at 30.3 billion
Australian dollars in 2018-19. In
a recent interview to a television
news channel, Birmingham
said, "India is a complex mar-
ket". However, it is a "very fast
moving economy" with "lots of
different pieces with lots of dif-

ferent states".   "And that's why
we commissioned an India
Economic Strategy that has
many recommendations to it,
and we're getting on and we're
progressively implementing
those recommendations so that
we can deepen our ties in areas
like education, build new
opportunities in areas such as
agriculture," he told the Sky
News. 

‘No financial
impact due to
coronavirus’

ICICI Bank
sells stake in
life insurance

M&M launches
Sarpanch Plus
tractors 

Relief for
villages in
Bengal

Traders burn Chinese goods in Delhi
SINO-INDIA BORDER TENSION

Economic recovery
likely to be ‘U' or ‘W'

Goyal said that
the pvt sector
can look at an
elevated corridor
along the NHs as
land procurement
would not be a
challenge there

Simon Birmingham 

Godfrey Phillips India ‘the best
companies to work for in 2020’

The recognition is a
testament to the rich
and vibrant culture
of the organization
that values respect,
transparency

The traders
were briefly
detained by
the police
and taken
to the Karol
Bagh PS

EPFO adds 1.39 crore
subscribers in last two fiscals
PNS n NEW DELHI

Retirement fund body added
1.39 crore new subscribers in
last two financial years, the
Ministry of Labour &
Employment said on Monday.  

"Recently published provi-
sional payroll data by the
EPFO highlights the ever
growing trend of increasing
subscriber base for EPFO,
since the collation of payroll
data from September 2017,"
the ministry said in a state-
ment.

The payroll data presents the
consolidated annual figures
for 2018-19 and 2019-20. 

Net addition to subscriber
base rose from 61.12 lakh
added in 2018-19 to 78.58
lakh in 2019-20, registering a
28 per cent growth, it added.

The data published compris-
es of all the new members who
have joined during the month
and whose contribution is
received.

The subscriber growth is on
account of lower exits and
higher rejoining by exited

members, it explained.
The tax-free returns of 8.5

per cent for 2019-20, which is
one of the highest among
other social security instru-
ments and fixed deposits, has
helped the  EPFO reduce its
exits for 2019-20 by around 10
per cent as compared with the
previous year, it said.

Moreover, there has been a
robust increase of around 75
per cent in terms of rejoining
by the members exited from
43.78 lakh in 2018-19 to 78.15
lakh in 2019-20, it claimed.



fter successfully
keeping audi-
ences engaged
and entertained,
Flipkart Video is
bringing back

Kya Bolti Public with Season
2 on popular demand.
Launching on the Flipkart
app, the show delivers
responses to some of the
country’s most contested
questions with its unique
format, witty one-liners,
and audience poll entries.
From Bollywood to sports
to everyday life, it’s the ulti-
mate entertainer to settle
household debates.

Truly loving his experi-
ence as a host, Maniesh Paul
had earlier rallied up his
followers on social media in
the lead up to the launch of
season 2. Getting his fans to
join in the excitement,
Maniesh had posted a 
series of stories on
Instagram, asking his fol-
lowers to choose how his
days would shape up. From
what he should have for
dessert to what his workout
should be, Maniesh let his
followers pick a choice in 
all his important tasks over
the week. Fans did not fail
to impress him as they
enthusiastically connected
with Maniesh through his

stories.
“Kya Bolti Public has been

such a unique experience
for me. It was the first time
I was shooting and hosting
a show from home without
any elaborate setup and I
can’t believe that we’re
already back for season 2.
Flipkart Video has created
such a simple yet engaging
format and the response
from the public has been
overwhelming. I am looking
forward to yet another 
successful season and I 
can’t wait to find out 
Kya Bolti Public?,” Maniesh
said.

So, are you ready for
round 2?

Just like before, Kya Bolti
Public Season 2 integrates
two highly engaging con-
cepts, gamification, and
video streaming on the
Flipkart app.

Spanning over a month,
the show will have a new
episode each day that will
be live for a whole 24 hours.
The poll-based game show
will ask its viewers a set of 5
exciting questions every
episode with 2 options to
choose from. The questions
have no right or wrong
answer and the results solely

depend on, like the show
name suggests, India’s most
popular choice. 

This season, Kya Bolti
Public allows everyone a
chance to win big, with a
truly democratic approach.
Every single participant
who selects the ‘popular
vote’, is guaranteed to win a
prize! From gift vouchers
to SuperCoins as well as a

grand prize of gift vouch-
ers worth rupees 1 lakh
each day, there is a lot up
for grabs. Yes, it is that
easy; this is your chance to
win big prizes every day by
just following your
instincts. Tune into the
Flipkart app, tap on the
video button at the bottom
of your screen, click on
Kya Bolti Public Season 2
and play the game now!

Follow us on

@TheDailyPioneer

facebook.com/
dailypioneer

Tuesday
June 23, 2020

SPANNING OVER A
MONTH, THE SHOW
WILL HAVE A NEW
EPISODE EACH DAY
THAT WILL BE LIVE
FOR A WHOLE 24
HOURS

“Jobs always doesn’t give
us room to grow,
sometimes we have to
make some. It’s easy to
wait for approval but a lot
harder to take an
initiative. The most
successful people are
proactive.

ANURADHA VELLAL
NATIONAL HEAD OF TALENT

ATTRACTION TO COCA COLA
COMPANY. 

The question is how many
of us will be able to work
from home when the
COVID-19 crisis fades?
It’s like a massive
experiment in
‘telecommuting’,
telecommuting being the
talk of the town. But let’s
not forget it’s a sign of
privilege as som, like a
grocery store manager,
might not be able to
afford a similar luxury. 

VIMMI CHACHRA, 
CHRO FOR SOPRA STERIA

MANAGING YOUR CAREER 
amid COVID 19 crisis

The pandemic has brought with it a set of challenges that include students and many others looking
for jobs in vain. The Pioneer's SHIKHA DUGGAL speaks to experts from various fields who speak
on what can be done to make this a little less chaotic

oronavirus has
certainly changed
how many feel
about their
future. Most are
worried about

securing that first job of
theirs. According to reports,
people who had secured an
internship or post-graduate
work say have either been
cancelled or offers have been
revoked. Several graduating
students are looking for
ways to upskill or are
mulling over not
entering the job market
right now. The Pioneer
has industry experts across
various sectors giving us a
few tips on how we can
progress in such uncertain
times like this pandemic.

An initiative taken by
naukri.com called ‘Step-up’
fulfils the criteria of manag-
ing the current job market.
“It is designed to support
organisations that are
recruiting people as a
response to COVID-19 pan-
demic. The industries
include medical care, med-
ical equipment, pharmacy,
and telecom. It equips
organisations from select

industries with free solu-
tions and personalised sup-
port to help them recruit
faster,” informs Sharmeen
Khalid, the chief human
resources officer.

These unprecedented times
have called for a new normal
everywhere. From youngsters
looking to be entrepreneurs,
young leaders changing the
world to the crisis accelerat-
ing digitisation, all
of this is redefin-

ing

the under-
standing of
‘work’. On one
side we have
industries whose rev-
enue has boomed sudden-
ly. Imagine the life of a
software engineer
working for ‘Zoom’
now, since as
before the
pandemic,
video
confer-
encing
meant
only

Skype. The ‘Zoom’ app is the
official center for all video
call sessions. It’s garnering a
lot of attention now, hence its
business model has helped
earn good money leading to
progression. And on the
other side, we have industries
like tourism, aviation, retail,
real estate, automobiles, etc.
that have been impacted
adversely.

Speaking on how she
manages engagement and

work per-
for-

mances amid an outbreak,
Dr. Lavanya Kannairam,
team lead for The
Caterpillar India Pvt. Ltd.,
says, “I am delivering what’s
been expected from me as
an employee with utter
focus. Looking at the cur-
rent scenario, I feel being
positive is the key along
with some liberation.
Start developing

resilience 

and embrace the change we
are observing with regards
to working from home.”

“Jobs always doesn’t give
us room to grow, sometimes
we have to make some. It’s
easy to wait for approval but
a lot harder to take an initia-
tive. The most successful
people are proactive,” shares
expresses Anuradha Vellal,

the National Head of
Talent Attraction to
Coca Cola company.
Even in these distress-
ing times, Anuradha

feels you can still
show-
case
your tal-

ents and show everybody
else how much you can con-
tribute amid a pandemic
despite working from home.

Work from home being
the new normal today has
come with its sets of chal-
lenges too. Sometimes it
leads to ample distractions
making it hard to separate
your personal life from pro-
fessional one or your inter-
net at home may not be a
reliable one. “The question
is how many of us will be
able to do it when the
COVID-19 crisis fades? It’s
like a massive experiment in
‘telecommuting’, telecom-
muting being the talk of the
town. But let’s not forget it’s
a sign of privilege as som,
like a grocery store manager,
might not be able to afford a
similar luxury. As of now,
my company Sopra Steria
India Ltd. has allowed its
hundred percent staff to
work from home and there
has been no loss of produc-
tivity. If you hand over the
right tools to empower your
employee, the results are
going to be assuring,”
assures Vimmi Chachra,
CHRO for Sopra Steria.

C

FROM YOUNGSTERS
LOOKING TO BE
ENTREPRENEURS,
YOUNG LEADERS
CHANGING THE
WORLD TO THE
CRISIS
ACCELERATING
DIGITISATION, ALL
OF THIS IS
REDEFINING THE
UNDERSTANDING
OF ‘WORK’

Cops and Corporates

unveil #PlayFromHome

n the occasion of
World Music
Day, Cisne for
Arts, an event
planning organi-
sation, launched

#PlayFromHome — a music
compilation with bands
from Police Band of
Cyberabad
Commissionerate and cor-
porate establishments like
Salesforce, Cognizant,
RealPage, Novartis, and
Zemoso Technologies to
celebrate the day.

The music album features
old concert recordings of
Ustad Zakir Hussain from
Confluence — Ustad Zakir
Hussain, Bela Fleck, and
Edgar Meyer, Begum Abida

Parveen from Paigham-e-
Mohabbat — Abida Parveen
and Muzaffar Ali, by artists
Purbayan Chatterjee, Jimmy
Felix, Flute Nagaraju, and
Rajesh Vaidhya, with a spe-
cial appearance by noted
singer Kailash Kher.

Music composer and
singer Kailash Kher in his
note, over a video, said, “I
am happy to note a unique
initiative to spread the heal-
ing power of music is being
conducted by Cyberabad
Police and Corporate Bands
of Hyderabad.” He said, “Jai
Jai Kara (a Hindi version of
the Bahubali song Jai Jai
Kara), Hyderabad Vasiyon
Dena Saath Hamara and
congratulated the musicians

for bringing together a
music piece to spread love
and harmony for the
humanity.”

The #PlayFromHome ini-
tiative is aimed to reach out
to the corporate world to
join in its mission to heal
the world through music
and show solidarity with
people searching for a cre-
ative release in times of
social isolation and work-
from-home.

Cyberabad
Commissioner, V C
Sajjanar, said, “Cyberabad
police strongly believe
music can heal the world,
Cyberabad Police Music
Band wishes everyone a
happy world music day.”

‘PlayFromHome’ resulted
in an album that just took
10 days, a convergence of
passion with the profession
of corporate music talents
in harmony with musical
maestros to spread the mes-
sage of harmony and peace.

Harini Madhira, Founder,

Cisne For Arts, said, “We as a
company have always
believed in the power of
music and Indian art forms,
in particular, to beat stress
and engage audiences. We
have introduced Indian art
forms in the corporate set-
ting with much success. In
times of social distancing
and work from home
processes, companies need
such activations to engage
and break the monotony of
the workdays. We felt that
music was the big connector,
whichever the industry. So,
we used this opportunity to
bring people from three dif-
ferent backgrounds on a
common platform.
Everybody just took off to it.”

O

Maniesh Paul back with

Kya Bolti Public -2

A

THE
#PLAYFROMHOME
INITIATIVE IS
AIMED TO REACH
OUT TO THE
CORPORATE
WORLD TO JOIN
IN ITS MISSION TO
HEAL THE WORLD
THROUGH MUSIC 
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his year has
been nothing
short of event-
ful so far, and
with monsoon
knocking at

our doors, little modifi-
cations in our diet can
save us from more
unwanted trouble on the
health front.

It is a cue for everyone
to adopt a diet that suits
the changing weather,
which brings with it sea-
sonal maladies such as
the flu, allergies, and

infections.
With the worldwide

threat of the coronavirus
pandemic looming at
large, now is not the time
to get sick and be privy
to a whole lot of infec-
tions. The period calls
for building a strong and
robust immunity that
will help you steer clear
of the season’s diseases.

The best way to go
about it is practicing a
balanced lifestyle which
involves nutritious eating
habits, plenty of exercise,

yoga and meditation,
deep sleep and a positive
outlook towards life.
Eating right is perhaps
the most crucial aspect
towards a healthy and
disease free body, Gaia
founder and director
Dolly Kumar told
IANSlife.

Here is her list of five
super-healthy foods that
will not only boost your
immunity and health but
also ensure that you
remain active and
focused during the day.

T

GREEN TEA
Every Indian loves a nice cup
of steaming hot tea especially

during the monsoon hours.
Sipping tea in the comfort of

your homes while listening to
the music of the monsoon

shower is one of the simpler
pleasures of life. Instead of
having the regular milk and

sugar concoction, switch to a
nice and aromatic cup of

green tea. A warm healthy
dose of green tea helps you
stay invigorated throughout

the day. Green tea is fortified
with natural antioxidants. It is

also a great source for
bolstering the immune system
and enhancing one's memory.
The minerals and nutrients in

green tea help the body to
detoxify its impurities

accumulated over time. They
also improve the body's

digestive system and also help
in cleansing the skin.

HONEY
It is nature's answer
to most health
ailments. Honey is the
ideal remedy for sore
throats, coughs and
cold due to its
soothing effect on the
throat. Multifloral
honey when
consumed with some
ginger is the perfect
cure for ailing throats.
A natural substitute
for sugar, multifloral
honey is also a great
immunity booster as it
is free from fat,
cholesterol and
sodium.NEEM

Neem is the king of all medicinal plants and
has been used since the ancient times to
cure all kinds of diseases and disorders. It
is the perfect remedy for stomach bugs,
which are so prevalent in this season. The
cooling properties of neem are next to none
and can be consumed in the form of
readymade capsules. Its anti-bacterial, anti-
fungal and blood-cleansing properties aid in
building up the body's resistance against
external infections and malicious agents.
Neem also helps in strengthening the
body's immunity and digestion.

ALOE VERA
Aloe Vera is great for maintaining the overall

health. It is a powerhouse of nutrients as it
contains more than twenty amino acids and

essential minerals such as calcium,
magnesium, and sodium along with
enzymes, vitamins, polysaccharides,

nitrogen and other vital nutrients. It also
improves hair and skin texture and keeps
them healthy and lustrous. A natural cure
for constipation and acidity, Aloe vera can
also improve the body's digestive system.

OLIVE OIL
The rainy season is a catalyst for heightening one's cravings for fried
snacks like pakoras. It is alright to indulge your taste buds every once in
a while. Just make sure that you replace the ordinary cooking oil with the
healthy and extra flavorful light olive oil. Olive oil being rich in mono-
saturated fatty acids, has a light texture that complements a dish
perfectly, making it a great alternative to regular cooking oil and ideal for
almost all cuisines. It also reduces the risk of cancer, Type-2 Diabetes,
cardiovascular diseases and breast cancer as it is packed with numerous
anti-oxidants. Now who said fried pakoras cannot be healthy!

FUN 
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GARFIELD

SUDOKU

REALITY CHECK SPEED BUMP CROSSWORD

GINGER MEGGS

NANCY

CALVIN AND HOBBES

l Each row and column can
contain each number (1 to 9)
exactly once.

l The sum of all numbers in
any row or column must
equal 45.

Yesterday’s solution



i lmmaker Ram
Gopal Varma on
Father ’s  Day
announced his new
film Murder, which

he said is “based on the
tragic story of Amrutha and
her over loving father
Maruthi Rao”.
Unveiling the
poster on
Twitter, he
w r o t e ,
“This is
going to
be a
h e a r t
wrench-
ing story
based on
t h e
A m r u t h a
and Maruthi
Rao saga of the
DANGERS of a father
LOVING a daughter too
much...launching the poster
of a SAD FATHER’s film on
HAPPY FATHERS’ DAY
#MURDERlove (sic).”

He  further added, “MUR-
DER film meanders between
3 moral dilemmas 1.on limit
of a father’s control over his
child 2.should a daughter be
ignored even if she’s presum-

a b l y

ignorant about what’s good
for her? 3.Can it be justified
to take someone’s life in
order to better someone
else’s life?” (Sic)

Amrutha, a dominant
caste woman from the
Vyshya community, had

married Pranay, a Dalit
from the Mala com-

munity, in 2018.
S t a u n c h l y

opposed to
the inter-
caste mar-
riage of his
d a u g h t e r,
M a r u t h i
Rao was

accused of
paying Rs 1

crore to a con-
tract kil ler in

September 2018, to
murder Pranay. The murder
had taken place on
September 14, 2018 when
Pranay and Amrutha were
coming out of a hospital. He
died after suffering two
heavy blows to his head and
back.

Noted supporting actor
Srikanth Iyengar and newbie
Avancha Sahithi are playing
lead roles in Murder, a joint
production venture between
N Karuna, N Kranti and
Anuraag Kancharla. Anand

Chandra is making his
directorial debut.

mid reports that Puri
Jagannadh is tweaking
the script of his next with
Vijay Deverakonda due
to prevailing condi-

tions, Charmme Kaur, who is a
partner on the film, pointed
out that nothing has changed
and nothing will be.  Puri’s
film is set in Mumbai and he
has already shot a good 40
per cent before Covid-19
outbreak brought the shoot-
ing to a screeching halt. With
corona cases continuing to
spike in Mumbai, there is a
debate whether he will start
shooting anytime there. It is in
this context rumours have sur-
faced whether the director is alter-
ing the script to suit some other
location. “Nothing has been
changed n nothing will be changed
!! Fighter script is a blockbuster..
shoot will begin only after corona
crises settles down .. we r super
duper confident about FIGHTER
.. original title announcement soon
stay tuned (sic),” Charmme 
has recently posted, while replying
to a fan.

Being made in Telugu and Hindi simultaneously, the film, an emotional action-drama, is a joint pro-
duction venture between Karan Johar, Apoorva Mehta, Puri Jagannadh and Charmee Kaur. It co-stars
Ananya Panday, Ramya Krishna, Ronit Roy, Ali, Vishu Reddy and Getup Sreenu.
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ike many filmmakers of
the current lot, Jayanth
Gali, the director of forth-
coming release Love Life &
Pakodi, left a lucrative IT
job in the US to follow his

dream — filmmaking. However,
unlike others, he didn’t hone his film-
making skills by making short films
or by assisting a prominent director.
“When I was in the US, I bought a lot
of equipment like cameras, lenses and
microphones and studied them in
detail. I arrived in India in 2010 with
a set of equipment with which a film
can be made but the problem was that
I couldn’t assemble a team of my pre-
ferred choice in spite of investing a lot
of time. I wasn’t in a hurry to make
a film to begin with. I wanted to get
a feel of working with my team first.
Later, I realised the need to write
something which will excite someone
to actually put his money on it,”
Jayanth tells us in a conversation.

The Anantapur lad came to
Hyderabad in 2012-13 to pitch a
script called Love in a Small Town.
“The story was set in Anantapur but
it was too radical at that point of time.
I was keen on my debut film being an
original. It didn’t find takers though.
I went back to Bengaluru and was
associated with something else, wait-
ing for a day when stories of my type
would find an audience. Luckily, the
success of Pellichoopulu heralded a
new era and convinced me that the

audience was prepared for rooted and
real stories. I made up my mind to try
again and that’s when I started pen-
ning Love Life & Pakodi,” he remi-
nisces, adding that after completing
the first draft, he narrated to his friend
Shravan who gave his vote. “More
rewrites followed and after a point I
was ready with something which
excited actors and technicians who
wanted to be a part of it.”

The director is guarded about giv-
ing away the storyline, insisting that

it’s too early at this point of time.  He,
however, shares, “Any relationship
begins on a simple note and reaches
a complicated phase. The film traces
the journey of a couple (played by
new faces Kartheek Bimal Rebba
and Sanchitha Poonacha) who face
complications and confusions out of
their bond while rediscovering them-
selves at every step. It addresses a lot
of questions this generation of young-
sters have with regards to relation-
ships. It will be entertaining and at the

same time make
you think.”

He further adds that
the title track of the film —
Vedi pakodi, with lyrics Evarevariki
eduravtharo ae katha eppudu
modalavthundo — perfectly encapsu-
lates the concept of the film in a sim-
ple yet funny and energetic way.
Jayanth has also produced the film
and explaining the rationale behind
it, he maintains, “I was telling a new
story and with a team that has no fea-

ture film experience. So it’s natural for
any typical producer to find it risky.
It is the reason why I decided to pro-
duce it myself.”

Jayanth, who completed his engi-
neering in Chennai, once harboured
dreams of becoming an actor. “Back
in the day, I had good hair, so I decid-
ed to try my luck in acting. But over
time I realised that I wasn’t meant for
it.  During my stay in the US in the
second half of last decade, I was
exposed to a lot of world cinema. It
was a natural progression to go
behind the camera, influenced by
such cinema. It was not as if I could-
n’t become an actor, so let me turn a
director,” he clarifies, adding that the
celebrated Quentin Tarantino is his
favourite filmmaker. “There will be
one person who leaves a lasting
impression on the way you think and
it was Tarantino for me. His passion
towards his craft is evident in every

frame of his cinema and his atten-
tion to detail is something

which inspired me and
continues to do so

now as well. In
fact, there is a

small tribute
to him in my
film.”

Shot in
40-45 days
i n
Bengaluru,
Love Life &
Pakodi is in

the final
stages of post-

production right
now. With cinema

halls shut due to the
outbreak of Covid-19,

the director wants to wait and
watch. “The film has to find its audi-
ence whether its cinema halls or OTT
platforms. Under the circumstances,
I see the film dropping mostly on an
OTT platform. While ideally, I
would've wanted audience to watch it
in theatres but given the prevailing
conditions, it’s too much to ask of
them. But let’s see,” he concludes.

The Anantapur lad,
Jayanth Gali, came

to Hyderabad in
2012-13 to pitch a
script called Love
in a Small Town.

The filmmaker left
a lucrative IT job

in the US to follow
his dream —

filmmaking, finds
NAGARAJ
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thidi actress Amrita Rao decided to forgo rent of her
tenants from March to July, because they are stuck in

the lockdown and facing economical crisis. The actress
said, “Some of my tenants are in freelance professions
like acting and cinematography. Such professions have

no guaranteed monthly income. The pandemic is a dire situation
for all and they decided to be safer with their families back

home. I feel the situation calls for me to be understanding and
help them in my best capacity.” However, she also mentioned,
“Those tenants who have been occupying flats and have not

lost their jobs should not use the lockdown as a mere
pretext to skip paying dues and harass the landlords

unnecessarily, which is also a growing menace
during the lockdown.” Amrita was last seen

in the Nawazuddin Siddiqui starrer
Thackeray.

VARMA announces 
a film based on
Pranay murder case
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Driven zeal

Amrita Rao
forgoes rent of her 

tenants due to lockdown

Super Machi back on sets
uper Machi, featuring
Kalyaan Dhev and
Rachita Ram, is the
latest Tollywood film
to have resumed

shooting after the Telangana
government gave its consent to
let the industry function. The
film’s last schedule began on
Monday in Ramanaidu Studios,
Hyderabad, with the lead pair
and Ajay partaking in the shoot.

The producer informed that
they are practicing the guide-
lines listed out by the govern-
ment, while simultaneously
adding that post-production
works too are going on in full-
swing. “Rachita Ram will be a
major plus for our film, so will
Kalyaan Dhev who will enter-
tain with his acting prowess.
Thaman’s music will be an
added attraction. We’ve shot a

couple of songs so far and
they’ve shaped up well. The title
song, especially, will be a chart-
buster. The film is a love story
laced with family emotions,”
said producer Rizwan.

Directed by debutant Puli
Vasu, the film features Rajendra
Prasad, Naresh VK, Posani
Krishna Murali, Pragathi
Mahesh, Shariff and Satya in
supporting roles.

No change in Fighter script: Charmme

Manisha Koirala
mulls over
Nepal's future,
faces Twitter flak

epalese origin Bollywood actress
Manisha Koirala is facing social
media flak after she took to Twitter to
express concern over her country on
Monday.

“Territorial sovereignty + political sovereign-
ty + economical sovereignty = sovereign state
!! Let’s mull over this!” tweeted Manisha
Koirala.

“I was simply mulling over where Nepal
stands today n where it's head-
ing in future, on these
fronts.. we kinda know
the past .. not saying it’s
either good or bad..
just mulling..” she
wrote in a separate
tweet.

The actress faced
criticism for her state-
ment from the
Twitterati. A user said:
“Nepal is soon going to
turn into China’s colony.”

Some uncouth users asked
her to pack her bags and leave India. A user
even accused her of being “ungrateful” towards
India where she has worked all her life.

After a while, the actress shared another
tweet, requesting everyone not to be disrespect-
ful.

“A heartfelt request please let’s not be aggres-
sive and disrespectful..we are in this situation
together..our respective Gov’s will resolve the
issue. In the meantime we can be civil. I remain
hopeful,” she wrote.
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AFP n SAN SEBASTIÁN

R
eal Madrid knocked
Barcelona off the top of
La Liga by beating Real

Sociedad 2-1 on Sunday as
Sergio Ramos rolled in anoth-
er penalty before being forced
off due to injury.

Karim Benzema continued
his excellent form by adding a
second at Anoeta and while
Mikel Merino gave Real
Sociedad hope with seven min-
utes left, Madrid held on to go
above Barca on head-to-head.

Real Sociedad were con-
tenders for the top four before
the three-month suspension
but a draw and two defeats
since the restart leaves them
sixth, five points adrift.

Ramos scored his 20th con-
secutive spot-kick in the 50th
minute to become La Liga’s
highest ever scoring defender
on 68 goals, overtaking Ronald
Koeman on the all-time list.

“He’s the best defender in
the world,” said Zinedine
Zidane. “What he has been
doing and achieving for so
many years is incredible.”

But Ramos limped off 10
minutes later with what looked
like a knee injury, which will be
a huge concern for Madrid if the
problem proves serious. He was
seen sitting with an ice-pack on
his left knee in the stands.

“Right now it hurts a lot
but that’s just the bang I think,”
said Zidane afterwards. “That’s
the good news but we’ll see.”

Madrid also benefitted
from two tight decisions after
Adnan Januzaj drove in an
equaliser for Real Sociedad,
only to have it ruled out before
Benzema doubled the lead and
was adjudged not to have con-
trolled with his arm.

Both calls were close and
the fact they fell for Madrid will

not have gone unnoticed in
Barcelona.

It was Barca’s failure to score
at Sevilla that presented the
opportunity to Madrid, whose
victory in one of their toughest
fixtures left has shifted the title
race back in their favour.

Their defence, which boasts
the club’s best record at this
stage in 32 years, has been key.

Casemiro ssuspended
Casemiro is suspended

after picking up a yellow card
although Real Mallorca at
home on Wednesday is the
kind of fixture Madrid should
be able to negotiate, even with-
out Ramos and their only
defensive midfielder.

Zinedine Zidane will at
least hope to have Eden Hazard
fresh again after the Belgian was
named on the bench. Gareth
Bale was also among the sub-
stitutes not to be brought on.

His replacement Vinicius
Junior caused Andoni
Gorosabel problems with his
pace and it was the Brazilian
who won the penalty, after
nipping inside the defender
before his right foot was caught
by Diego Llorente.

Ramos made no mistake
but seemed to take a bang on
his knee shortly after and
despite limping on for several
minutes, was eventually
replaced by Eder Militao.

His removal coincided

with a surge from Real
Sociedad, who thought they
had equalised when Januzaj
drove into the corner only for
Merino to be ruled offside, seen
to be close enough to Courtois
to be interfering with the goal-
keeper’s line of sight.

Real Sociedad's sense of
frustration was compounded
when Benzema made it two.

Referee Javier Estrada
again consulted VAR but this
time allowed the goal to stand,
believing Benzema to have
controlled with his shoulder
before firing in.

Merino set up a nervy fin-
ish with a thundering shot in
off the crossbar but Madrid
held on for an important win.

AFP n LIVERPOOL

Liverpool will need favours
from Manchester City to

clinch a first Premier League
title in 30 years this week after
being held to a 0-0 draw by
Everton in a Merseyside derby
without the usual fervour
behind closed doors on Sunday.

Everton came the closest to
breaking the deadlock as Tom
Davies struck the post and
Alisson Becker saved from
Dominic Calvert-Lewin to
deny the Blues a first derby win
in 10 years.

Liverpool remain well on
course to win the league with
a 23-point lead over City at the
top of the table.

The Reds could clinch the
title on home soil against
Crystal Palace on Wednesday
should Pep Guardiola’s men
drop points at home to Burnley.

However, if City beat the
Clarets and Chelsea on
Thursday, Liverpool’s next
chance will come when they
travel to their closest chal-
lengers on July 2.

“Both teams showed
they understand it is a derby
even without fans,” said
Liverpool manager Jurgen
Klopp. “Intense, physical, all
players were all in.”

The visitors began a derby
like no other in the unfamiliar
surroundings of a Portakabin
in the Goodison Park car park
before making their entrance
from the opposite end of the
ground to their hosts as
Everton’s tight tunnel leaves lit-

tle room for social distancing.
“Everyone didn’t know

really what to expect,” said
Liverpool defender Virgil van
Dijk. “It was just good to be
back out there.”

Klopp left Mohamed Salah
on the bench for the full 90
minutes due to a minor injury

problem.
Without the Egyptian

and Andy Robertson’s
positive runs from left-
back, Liverpool lacked
their usual dynamism as

they struggled to break the
hosts down.

“We didn’t have enough
chances for the possession we
had,” added Klopp. “We have to
be more clear in the right
moment.”

Roberto Firmino dragged
the Reds best chance of the
game wide in the first half,
while Trent Alexander-Arnold
and Fabinho tested Jordan

Pickford with free-kicks.
But the longer the game

went on, it was Everton who
looked the more likely side to
score on the counter-attack.

Richarlison fired a warning
shot as he blazed over after get-
ting in behind.

Calvert-Lewin’s improvised
flick then forced Allison into a
fine save and Davies’s follow-up
effort came back off the post.

Calvert-Lewin then head-
ed just wide from the resulting
corner and Allison stood tall to
deny Richarlison again as
Everton scented a first derby
victory in 22 attempts.

“We had two or three
opportunities to score. We
were a little bit unlucky,” said
Everton manager Carlo
Ancelotti.

But both had to settle for a
point as Liverpool failed to win
in the Premier League for only
the third time this season.

LONDON: Spurs defender Jan Vertonghen
has agreed to extend his contract until the
end of the season, the Premier League
club announced on Monday.

The Belgian international was due to
leave Spurs on June 30. Goalkeeper
Michel Vorm has also signed an exten-
sion to his deal.

A number of players out on loan,
including Danny Rose, will also stay at
their respective clubs.

“We can confirm that defender Jan
Vertonghen and goalkeeper Michel

Vorm have agreed to extend their
existing contracts with the club

until the end of the 2019/20 sea-
son,” a Spurs statement said.

“Both players’ con-
tracts were due to expire at
the end of this month and

this extension means
they will now be avail-
able to play for us for

the remainder of the
current season.” AFP

PTI n NEW DELHI

Architects of Saurashtra’s
maiden Ranji Trophy tri-

umph including Cheteshwar
Pujara and skipper Jaydev
Unadkat are back at the nets
more than three months since
they won the coveted title in
March.

Pujara has been training at
his academy, located in the out-
skirts of Rajkot, alongside
Unadkat, batsman Arpit
Vasavada and medium pacer
Prerak Mankad.

Compared to the bigger
cities in India, the Covid-19 case
load in Rajkot is on the lower
side with 185 infections report-
ed so far.

“It has been close to 10 days
now. Though we were working
on our fitness during the lock-
down, there is no substitute to
hitting the nets and it feels
great. We are following all the
Government guidelines while
practising,” Vasavada, man of the
match in the Ranji Trophy final

against Bengal said on Monday.
While all professional crick-

eters will need four to six weeks
for regaining match fitness, the
task is a tad tougher for the
bowlers, who are at a bigger risk
of getting injured after a long
break.

AFP n BERGAMO

Atalanta, inspired by the
message ‘I will be reborn,

you will be reborn’, brought
Serie A football back to
Bergamo in style on Sunday
following the coronavirus
lockdown with a 4-1 victory
over Sassuolo as Inter Milan
enjoyed a 2-1 victory against
Sampdoria.

Bergamo was badly hit by
the virus, with the city, situ-
ated in the northern
Lombardy region of which
Milan is the capital, at the epi-
centre of Italy’s Covid-19 cri-
sis.

Gian Piero Gasperini’s
side hosted rivals Sassuolo
behind closed doors in their
Gewiss Stadium in a match
played in memory of the
city’s thousands of virus vic-
tims.

Duvan Zapata scored a

brace with Berat Djimsiti also
on target as Sassuolo’s Mehdi
Bourabia turned into his own
net, before pulling a goal
back deep into injury time.

During a minute’s silence
before the game, players

formed a circle, with the
backdrop of the music
‘Rinascero, Rinascerai’ (I will
be reborn, you will be
reborn), a song composed
during lockdown by Roby
Facchinetti, an Italian musi-

cian from Bergamo.
On the pitch, Atalanta

consolidated their hold on the
fourth and final
Champions League
spot, moving six points
ahead of fifth-placed
Roma.

“It’s a very impor-
tant victory, when you resume
after a long time it is
inevitable there will be
doubts, but we put them to
one side by playing an excel-
lent match that led to a great
success which was also
important for our position in
the table,” said Gasperini.

Atalanta are six points
behind Inter Milan who beat
Sampdoria in the San Siro,
with goals from Romelu
Lukaku and Lautaro
Martinez, to close to within
six points of leaders Juventus.

“When you have the
opportunity, you have to kill

off the game,” said Inter coach
Antonio Conte.

“But we are six points
behind (Juventus) and there
are 12 games left in which we
will have to give our life.”

Lukaku opened the scor-
ing after ten minutes follow-
ing good work from Martinez
and Christian Eriksen.

The Belgian celebrated
his 18th league goal this sea-
son by taking the knee, and
raising his right fist to the sky
in memory of George Floyd.

Lukaku then powered
down the right, pulled the ball
back for Antonio Candreva,
who crossed for Martinez
to added a second after
half an hour.

Norwegian midfielder
Morten Thorsby finished off
a rebound to get a goal back
for Sampdoria who are hov-
ering above the relegation
zone.

PTI n JOHANNESBURG

Cricket South Africa (CSA)
on Monday revealed that

seven people have tested pos-
itive for the novel coronavirus
after mass testing was con-
ducted in the organisa-
tion.

CSA conducted over
100 tests throughout the
country on affiliate staff
and some of the con-
tracted professional players,
including the franchise train-
ing squads that had been
assembled after the

Government announced that
non-contact sport could
resume in Level 3 of the
nationwide lockdown.

“We were definitely going
to have people testing positive.
Having conducted over 100

tests, seven is actually quite
low,” CSA’s acting CEO
Jacques Faul told Sport24.

However, Faul did not
reveal if  any player
returned a positive result.
“Our medical ethical pro-

tocol does not allow us to share
info about people that have
tested positive,” Faul said.

Real Madrid’s captain Sergio Ramos scores his side first goal from the spot against Real Sociedad during La Liga match on Sunday La Liga/Twitter

VAReal
Two tight

decisions in Los
Blanco's favour
help them beat

Sociedad 2-1 &
reclaim top spot

in La Liga

Derby deadlock
Liverpool’s title march delayed by Everton stalemate

Liverpool and Everton players observe a minute silence before the start of play AP

Pujara hits nets with
Saurashtra mates

‘Reborn’ Atalanta lift crushed Bergamo

Atalanta's Luis Muriel heads the ball during Serie A match against Sassuolo AP

Vertonghen to
stay at Spurs

After Dimitrov, Coric
diagnosed with Covid-19
AFP n ZADAR

Borna Coric announced on
Monday he has become the

second player to test positive for
coronavirus after taking part in
an exhibition tournament in
Croatia featuring world number
one Novak Djokovic.

“Hi everyone, I wanted to
inform you all that I tested pos-
itive for Covid-19,” the Croatian,
ranked 33rd in the world, post-
ed on Twitter.

It follows Sunday’s
announcement by Grigor
Dimitrov that he had also test-
ed positive after pulling out of
the exhibition event, which is
one of the biggest since the ten-

nis season was halted because of
the pandemic. Coric tweeted: “I
want to make sure anyone who
has been in contact with me dur-
ing the last few days gets tested!

“I am really sorry for any
harm I might have caused! I’m
feeling well and don’t have any
simptoms. Please stay safe and
healthy! Lots of love to all!”

One of Djokovic’s coaches
and another member of
Dimitrov’s entourage have also
reportedly tested positive for the
virus, according to Croatia’s N1
television channel.

Coric had beaten Bulgaria’s
Dimitrov in the second leg of the
Adria Tour in Zadar on Croatia’s
Adriatic coast on Saturday.

CSA reports 7 +ve cases
AP n ISLAMABAD

APakistan Cricket Board
medical official says the

upcoming tour of England dur-
ing the coronavirus pandemic
is a “big risk” but one that is
necessary to help the country
get through the crisis.

“During the pandemic it’s
(the tour) a big risk,” said the
PCB’s director of medical and
sports sciences Dr Sohail
Saleem on Monday.

“We haven’t experienced
(playing during a pandemic),
but for both teams it will be a
first. The pandemic means
risk, but consider them (play-
ers) as ... Providing people
entertainment.”

Saleem said he was encour-

aged by football resuming in
Europe where the Bundesliga
and the Premier League have
staged games played in empty
stadiums.

“There’s no crowd in foot-
ball and there will be no spec-
tators at cricket stadiums too,”
he said.

“The anxiety level of peo-

ple sitting at home is rising, but
cricket can be seen as lowering
these.”

The Pakistan team is
scheduled to leave for
England on Sunday to play
three Tests and three T20s in
August and September. The
PCB is sending an extended
squad of 29 players in case
replacements are needed for
anyone testing positive during
the tour.

All 29 players will be test-
ed twice for Covid-19 before
they board the f light to
London. Once the team lands
in the UK, Saleem said the
players will go through anoth-
er testing session before they
start training in a bio-secured
environment.

Glacier covered with white
sheets to slow melting

Almost a fifth of Earth's
ocean floor has been mapped!

Niue’s election: MP 
wins seat on coin toss

T
he two candidates for the seat of Mutalau, a village on Niue's
northern point, could not be separated. Both had the same
number of votes, just as had happened in the last election; in

2017 it was 19-19, in 2020 it was 26-26. The result was decided
by the toss of a coin. It fell for Makaseau Ioane, and with it went
the seat in parliament. Unadulterated by formal political parties,
attack ads, or costly campaigns, elections on the tight-knit Pacific
island of Niue are democracy in pure form. In this year's poll,
sitting MP Opili Talafasi was returned to his seat with 14 votes.
Several other
electorates were
won uncontested.
A coral island in
the South Pacific,
one-sixth the size
of greater
London, Niue is a
self-governing
state in "free
association" with
New Zealand, which is 2,400km to the south-west and which
holds responsibility for its defence and international relations.
Formally, Niue is a member of the Realm of New Zealand: the
Queen is Niue's head of state. While 1,700 Niuens live on the
island, more than 30,000 - more than 95% of the its people - live
in New Zealand, where they enjoy citizenship rights.

U
s humans know more about the surface of the Moon than
we do Earth's oceans, but there's progress on closing that
gap. The Seabed 3030 Project reports (via BBC News) that

scientists have mapped 19 percent of ocean floors to
contemporary standards, or a huge leap over the six percent
from Seabed's launch in 2017. A significant portion comes from
nearly 5.6 million square miles of depth data collected in project
partner GEBCO's grid in 2019. That's roughly twice the size of
Australia, Seabed 2030 said. The initiative has been helped by
133 contributors,
partners and
supporters. Some of
the data, including
GEBCO's latest, had
been publicly available
but hadn't been turned
over until recently.
Organization leaders
are also counting on
crowdsourced ship data and even robotic mapping vessels to fill
in the gaps. There's still a lot of work left to reach the 2030
target of mapping everything, and much of it is the deep sea. A
complete map could be beneficial on many levels, however. It
should improve humanity's understanding of the oceans
(including tides and tsunamis), help sustain sealife populations
and even aid in laying undersea data cables.

A
vast tarpaulin unravels, gathering speed as it bounces
down the glacier over glinting snow. Summer is here and
the alpine ice is being protected from global warming. In

northern Italy, the Presena glacier has lost more than one third
of its volume since 1993. Once the ski season is over and
cable cars are berthed, conservationists race to try and stop it
melting by using white tarps that block the sun's rays."This
area is continuously shrinking, so we cover as much of it as
possible," explains Davide Panizza, 34, who heads the
Carosello-Tonale
company that
does the work.
From covering
around 30,000 sq
metres in 2008
when the project
began, his team
now places
100,000 sq
metres under
wraps.The coverings are "geotextile tarpaulins that reflect
sunlight, maintaining a temperature lower than the external
one, and thus preserving as much snow as possible," he said.
On the border between the Lombardy and Trentino Alto Adige
regions, workers unroll the sheets in long strips, covering an
area at an altitude of 2700-3000m.
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Iconic ‘Into the Wild’
bus removed 

A
n abandoned bus in the Alaska
wilderness where a young man
documented his demise over 114

days in 1992 has been removed by
officials as the bus has become a lure
for dangerous, sometimes deadly
pilgrimages into treacherous
backcountry. The bus was popularised
after Sean Penn's 2007 feature "Into
the Wild" movie. The bus was
immortalised in John Krakauer's 1996
book "Into the Wild" that narrated the
story of 24-year-old wanderer Chris
McCandless, who died inside it in
1992 after a 114-day stay. Eleven
years later, Penn adapted the book
into a feature film, starring Emile
Hirsch as McCandless. The Stampede
Trail area that lies north of Denali
National Park and Preserve, does not
have cellphone service and is marked
by unpredictable weather and at-times
swollen rivers. Many people have tried
to follow the footsteps of McCandless
and some have had to be rescued or
have died.

Eng tour during pandemic is ‘big risk’: PCB doctor
Will be difficult for Sarfaraz
to be on bench: Latif
LAHORE: Former Pakistan
cricketer Rashid Latif feels
it will be difficult for for-
mer  captain  Sar faraz
Ahmed to sit on the bench
during the team’s much-
anticipated tour of England.

Sarfaraz was included in
the 29-member Pakistan
squad for the tour with

head coach Misbah-ul-Haq
saying at the time that the
former captain will be the
team’s second-choice
stumper behind
Mohammad Rizwan. Latif,
however, feels he will keep
wickets in the T20I series
and will sit on the bench in
the Tests.
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