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From closure of abode of
Gods like Siddhivinayak

and Tuljabhavani temples and
ASI-protected monuments and
Central museums besides
tourist hotspots Ajanta and
Ellora Caves, sanctuaries and
national parks to shutting
down of malls, schools and col-
leges, both the States and the
Centres have decided to
expand the ambit of the social
distancing in view of the threat
from the rapidly spreading
coronavirus (Covid-19).

The Union Health
Ministry said four new coron-
avirus cases -- one each from
Odisha, Jammu & Kashmir,
Ladakh and Kerala, have been
reported, taking the total num-
ber of cases to 114. The ‘con-
tact tracing activity’ of these
positive cases has led to iden-
tification of more than 5,200
contacts, who are kept under
surveillance, it added. These
cases include 10 discharged,
three cured and two reported
deaths.

On his part, Prime
Minister Narendra Modi on
Monday said there has been a
coordinated response to the
coronavirus outbreak and
asserted that “no stone is being
left unturned” to ensure people
are healthy. Modi also hailed
the contribution of doctors,
nurses and healthcare workers
in fighting the virus and said
the country will always cherish
their contribution.

“The Group of Ministers
has proposed several preventive
steps such as social distancing
to contain COVID-19 in the

country and will be in force till
March 31st, 2020. The impor-
tant measures include closure
of all educational establish-
ments (schools, universities
etc), gyms, museums, cultural
and social centres, swimming
pools and theatres. Students
should be advised to stay at
home while online education to
be promoted,” Union Health
Ministry Joint Secretary Lav
Agarwal told reporters here on
Monday after the Group of
Ministers (GoM) meeting.

The GoM has also sug-
gested people to avoid non-
essential travel by buses, trains
and aeroplanes to maximise
social distancing in public
transport besides ensuring reg-

ular and proper disinfection of
surfaces. 

The Government is
encouraging private sector
organisations/employers to
allow their employees to work
from home wherever feasible
and hold interaction through
video-conferencing.

Local authorities will have
a dialogue with organisers of
sporting events and competi-
tions involving large gatherings
and they may be advised to
postpone such events, the
Government has said.

The Government on
Monday also prohibited entry
of passengers from EU coun-
tries, Turkey and the UK from
March 18 till March 31.

“No airline shall board a
passenger from these nations to
India with effect from 1200
GMT on March 18, 2020. The
airline shall enforce this at the
port of initial departure,”

Agarwal said. 
Both these instructions are

temporary measures and shall
be in force till March 31, 2020
and will be reviewed subse-
quently, he said. As precau-
tionary measures, all ASI-pro-
tected monuments and Central
museums across the country
will be shut till March 31,
Union Culture Minister
Prahlad Patal said on Monday.

On their parts, the States
are already taking various steps
on social distancing. While
Andaman and Nicobar banned
travellers entry in the island
from March 16 to March 26,
rural Maharashtra announced
closure of schools and col-
leges and world famous Ajanta
and Ellora Caves as a precau-
tionary measures. The
Siddhivinayak Temple, one of
the most visited shrines in
Mumbai and Tuljabhavani
Temple in Maharashtra will
remain closed for devotees till
further notice. Jawahar
Navodaya Vidyalayas (JNVs),
fully residential and co-educa-
tional schools affiliated to the
Central Board of Secondary
Education (CBSE) and operat-
ed by the Navodaya Vidyalaya
Samiti (NVS), an autonomous
body under the HRD Ministry
have advanced summer break
to March 21 in view of the
c o r o n a v i r u s
outbreak.
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The political drama sur-
rounding the confidence

test of Madhya Pradesh Chief
Minister Kamal Nath on
Monday reached the Supreme
Court, which decided to hear
on Tuesday the plea of the BJP
to order floor test within 12
hours. 

The BJP moved the SC
after Speaker NP Prajapati
ignored the direction of
Governor Lalji Tandon to hold
the floor test on Monday, and
instead adjourned the House
till March 26 in wake of the
coronavirus epidemic.

Late on Monday, Nath met

the Governor after the latter
issued a fresh direction to the
CM to hold floor test on
Tuesday. The CM later claimed
his Government enjoys major-
ity, and ruled out holding a
floor test in the Assembly as

demanded by the BJP. Nath
also dared the Opposition party
to table a no-confidence
motion against his 15-month-
old Congress Government if
they wanted to test its strength
in the House.

Justice DY Chandrachud
and Justice Hemant Gupta will
hear the BJP’s plea filed former
Chief Minister Shivraj Singh
Chouhan. After parading the
MLAs before the Governor,
Chouhan told the media the
State Government has lost
majority and has no right to
remain in power.

Earlier Minister for
Parliamentary Affairs Govind
Singh raised coronavirus threat
to seek to defer the confidence
motion. After finishing his
customary address to the
Assembly, Tandon left the
House, asking the MLAs to
“respect the House” and “follow
the constitution”.
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In the 2012 Nirbhaya gang-
rape and murder case, the

Supreme Court on Monday
refused to entertain the plea of
Mukesh Singh, one of the four
death-row convicts, seeking
restoration of legal remedies
alleging that his earlier coun-
sel misled and forced him to
sign the papers.

Meanwhile, as the day of
hanging of the four death row
convicts nears, three of them
have moved the International
Court of Justice at Hague seek-
ing a stay on their “unlawful
execution”, alleging the probe
leading to their conviction was
“flawed” and they have been
treated as “guinea pigs”.

A bench comprising
Justices Arun Mishra and MR

Shah heard submissions of
lawyer ML Sharma, appearing
for Mukesh, and rejected the
plea by terming it as “not
maintainable” in view of the
fact that both the review and
the curative pleas in the case
have been dismissed.

The apex court had on
July 9, 2018 dismissed the
review plea of Mukesh against
its judgement; later, his cura-
tive and mercy pleas were
rejected by the top court and
President Ram Nath Kovind
respectively.

On March 5, a trial court
issued fresh warrants with
March 20, 5.30 am, as the date
for the execution of the con-
victs — Mukesh Singh (32),
Pawan Gupta (25), Vinay
Sharma (26) and Akshay
Kumar Singh (31).
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With coronavirus cases in
India multiplying fast,

the Delhi Government has
prohibited all the religious,
cultural, social and political
gatherings. Chief Minister
Arvind Kejriwal on Monday
said that no religious, cultural
and political gathering with
more than 50 people shall be
allowed in Delhi vicinity. 

There is, however, no
restriction on weddings but
people are advised to postpone
the dates, the CM said.

All auto-rickshaws and
taxis will be disinfected for free
to prevent the spread of the
deadly disease, he said.
Educating the masses about the
scourge of deadly coronavirus,
the AAP Government also
announced that nightclubs,
gyms and spas will remain
closed till March 31. 

Urging people to avoid
large gatherings, Kejriwal also
said that wedding programmes
are excluded and has given
instructions to all municipal
corporation officials to set up
mobile washbasins in public
places on a large scale.
Pertinently, seven cases of
coronavirus have been con-
firmed in Delhi so far. 

Soon after his video-con-
ferencing with all the stake-
holders — three municipal
corporations health officials —
he  said his Government is tak-
ing all steps necessary to tack-
le the coronavirus crisis, and
monitoring them at all times.

“Out of total seven corona
cases to date, with the unfor-
tunate demise of one of the
patients, two patients have
fully recovered and the
remaining four are under
treatment. The Delhi

Government is taking all pre-
cautionary measures to quar-
antine those who have been
affected. We have sufficient
resources. More than 500 beds
are ready to be installed,” said
Kejriwal.

Washington: A leading med-
ical school in the US has rec-
ommended yoga, meditation
and controlled breathing to
address anxiety issues related to
the novel coronavirus that has
now spread fast across
America.

There are at least 3,485
cases of the novel coronavirus
in the US, according to the
State and local health agencies,
Governments and the US
Centers for Disease Control
and Prevention.
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Indian share market joined
the global sell-off on Monday

with the Sensex logging its sec-
ond-biggest drop in a day even
as the RBI hinted at a rate cut
but stopped short of a decision,
belying market expectations
at a hurriedly called presser.
The Central bank did
announce some liquidity
enhancing measures to contain
the economic fallout from the
coronavirus.

The market mayhem may
not yet be over as the US
indices tanked by nearly 10 per
cent when it opened late in the
evening despite the fact that
the US Fed on Sunday made its

second emergency rate cut in
less than two weeks, slashing
the benchmark borrowing rate
to a range of 0-0.25 per cent,
where it was during the 2008
global financial crisis.

The 30-share BSE Sensex
plunged 2,713.41 points or
7.96 per cent to finish at
31,390.07. Likewise, the broad-
er NSE Nifty gave up the 9,200
level, slumping 757.80 points
or 7.61 per cent to end at
9,197.40.

It eroded �7.62 lakh crore
of investors’ money.
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Delhi Sikh Gurdwara
Management Committee

(DSGMC) has decided to ban
entry of foreigners who have
not completed their 15-day
stay in India in all Delhi gur-
dwaras with immediate effect
to check the spread of coron-
avirus.

He said only foreigners
who are staying in India for
more than 15 days will be
allowed to visit gurdwara
premises as a matter of pre-
caution and preventive mea-
sures.

Speaking to The Pioneer,
Manjinder Singh Sirsa presi-
dent, DSGMC said the com-

mittee is following all mea-
sures conveyed by the
Government of India. “We
are preparing langar (food
served to devotees) in house
only. In the wake of coron-
avirus, no outside items shall
be cooked/prepared in
kitchen,” Sirsa said. “We have
conveyed that all the devotees
have been requested to take
langar prasad from main lan-
gar halls only.”

“All the gurdwara sevadar
henceforth will start services
in gurdwaras after sanitising
them and washing their hands
with soaps and take every
possible precaution to check
transmission of coronavirus,”
said SAD leader. 
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The Government on
Monday night

issued a notification
announcing former
Chief Justice of India
Ranjan Gogoi’s nomi-
nation to the Rajya Sabha. 

Ex-CJI Gogoi — who will
remembered for the Ayodhya
verdict that gave Hindus the
2.77 acre disputed land for
construction of Ram Temple —
will be the first former CJI to
be nominated to the Upper
House. 

Before him former CJI
Ranganath Misra was also a
Rajya Sabha member but he
was elected on a Congress

party ticket. 
Gogoi also headed

benches that pro-
nounced several key
judgments like the
Rafale fighter jet deal
and the entry of
women in Sabarimala

temple. 
“In exercise of the powers

conferred by sub-clause (a) of
clause (1) of article 80 of the
Constitution of India, read
with clause (3) of that article,
the President is pleased to
nominate Shri Ranjan Gogoi to
the Council of States to fill the
vacancy caused due to the
retirement of one of the nom-
inated members,” the notifica-
tion said.
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Mumbai/Aurangabad: The
Siddhivinayak Temple, one of
the most visited shrines in
Mumbai, will remain closed
for devotees till further notice
in view of the coronavirus out-
break in Maharashtra, it was
announced on Monday.

The Tuljabhavani Temple,
another popular shrine in
Maharashtra located in
Osmanabad district, will
remain shut for devotees from
March 17 to 31, an official told.

Detailed report on P6 
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While floor test was not con-
ducted in Madhya Pradesh

Assembly on Monday, the BJP
filed a petition in the Supreme
Court, seeking floor test within
12 hours. The apex court has
scheduled the petition for hear-
ing at sixth serial number.

The plea has been filed by
former Chief Minister Shivraj
Singh Chouhan and others
against Speaker of the State
assembly for holding floor test.
Sources said that the matter
would be heard by Justice DY
Chandrachud and Justice
Hemant Gupta.

After parading the MLAs
before Governor Lalji Tandon,
Chouhan told media persons
that the government has lost
majority and has no right to
remain in power.

The ongoing political crisis

in Madhya Pradesh on Monday
took a crucial turn after the
Speaker NP Prajapati adjourned
the House till March 26 in wake
of the deadly novel coronavirus.

Minister for Parliamentary
Affairs Govind Singh raised the
issue of coronavirus threat in the
country and also mentioned the
Central government's advisory.

This was a big relief for the
Kamal Nath-led Congress
Government in the state which
was asked to prove majority in
the House by Governor Lalji
Tandon after 22 of its MLAs
resigned from the party.

As the proceedings began in
the Assembly, Governor Tandon
urged the legislators to follow the
Constitutional traditions, main-
tain dignity of democracy and
act peacefully in the current sit-
uation prevailing in the state.

After finishing his custom-
ary address, Tandon left the

House within minutes, asking
the MLAs to "respect the House"
and "follow the constitution.

Tandon on Saturday had
directed Chief Minister Kamal
Nath to seek a trust vote in the
House immediately after he
delivers his customary address
on the first day of the Budget ses-
sion beginning Monday. 

Nath, however, had told the
Governor that the decision on a
floor test will be taken by the
Speaker.

Nath also told the Governor
that his Government is ready for
the floor test but the MLAs held
"captive" should be released first.

On Monday too, the
Governor wrote to the Chief
Minister asking to conduct floor
test in the State Assembly on
Tuesday. 

He also expressed displea-
sure for not holding the floor test
on Monday.
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National Centre for
Promotion of

Employment for Disabled
People (NCPEDP), India's apex
body representing the rights
and interests of persons with
disabilities in association with
Arushi, organised a state-level
seminar on the Rights of
Persons with Disabilities Act
(RPWD Act) 2016 here on
March 16 and 17 at Courtyard
by Marriott.

India legislated the RPWD
Act in December 2016 and in
doing so ensured its commit-
ment to the international com-
munity to bring its domestic
law in harmony with the UN
Convention on the Rights of
Persons with Disabilities which
it ratified in October 2007.
With the passage of this law, the
Persons with Disabilities Act of
1995 stood repealed.

“It is crucial to create
awareness about the provi-
sions under the newly enacted
law and the various develop-
ments that have taken place
under it. State-level imple-
mentation of the RPWD Act

2016 is important as disability
is considered a State subject.
The Act acknowledges 21 cat-
egories of disabilities and looks
at disabilities as a mainstream
human rights issue. However
unfortunately implementation
of this Act varies across States,”
said Arman Ali, Executive
Director, NCPEDP.

“The new RPWD Act is a
game changer as it holds the
private sector accountable as
well. The responsibility of
implementing the RPWD Act
2016 should not be solely on
the Social Welfare Department
and needs to include other
departments like education,
health as well,” added Arman.

Krishna Gopal Tiwari,
Director of Social Justice and
Disabled Welfare Department,
Madhya Pradesh Government
at the seminar said, “The
RPWD Act 2016 focuses on the
all-round development of per-
sons with disabilities and hence
it becomes more important to
have awareness on the same.
While special schools are
important much emphasis
should be laid on inclusive
education for children with

disabilities.” 
Other speakers included

Mohd. Kaleem Siddiqui, Asst
professor, Digdarshika
Institute, Bhopal, Sunil Sharma,
Asst Director, Social Justice
Department, Dr Ganesh Joshi,
Composite Regional Centre,
Bhopal and sector leaders such
as Dr Rohit Trivedi, Executive
Director, Arushi as well over
100  representatives from
Disabled People’s Organisations
across different districts in MP
and Chhattisgarh.

Sunil Sharma, Asst
Director, Social Justice and
Disabled Welfare Department
highlighted the status of imple-
mentation of the Rights of
Persons with Disabilities, 2016
in the state of Madhya Pradesh.

Sharma mentioned that
District Level Committees have
been formulated in 50 out of
the 52 districts, however no
persons with disabilities have
been made a part of these
committees. He further added
that special judges and special
courts have been notified in
few of the districts. The
Seminar was supported by Axis
Bank.
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Madhya Pradesh Sahitya
Academy has postponed

events to be held in March
2020. 

As per the Government
orders, all the cultural events
have been called off due to
Corona virus spread. 

'Kavita Bhopal' by Sahitya
Academy, Madhya Pradesh
Culture Council, Bhopal,
International Poetry Festival
was from March 24 to 26,
2020.

The ceremony received
the consent of foreign poets
Iya Kiva-Ukraine, Nurdun
Duman-Turkey, Fiona Bolger-
Ireland, Nazwan Darvish-
Palestine, Ivan Ivano-Bulgaria
and Nicola-Macedonia. Poets
of Indian languages and poets

of Hindi participated in this
ceremony.

Besides, the conferences
and workshops of the Pathak
Manch Kendra Convenors
Workshop organised by the
Academy and the Yuva
Sahitya Kendra established in
the year 2019-20 are also
being postponed.

Due to the safety mea-
sures of Corona virus issued
by the Government of India
and the Government of
Madhya Pradesh, B.P.19, the
above three events 'Kavita
Bhopal' International Poetry
Festival,  Pathak Manch
Workshop and Conference
and Workshop of Yuva Sahitya
Kendra are postponed till the
next date. The upcoming dates
of the event will be intimated
separately.
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A28-year-old married
woman was found mur-

dered at her agricultural farm
at Godarmau under Gandhi
Nagar police station area in the
evening on Sunday.

The deceased, Ganga Bai,
was found in an injured state in
the evening and was declared
dead when he was rushed to a
hospital. Police were informed
and a police team reached the
spot and started investigation.

In the initial probe, it was
found that the deceased had
injury marks over the head.
The husband of the deceased,
Shaitan, is involved in agricul-
tural work and owns land near
his house.

Later, two deep injury marks
were found in the deceased’s
head which could be due to
sharp-edged weapons.

Police said that the husband
of the deceased took her to hos-
pital. However, he could be a
suspect and would be ques-
tioned in the further investiga-
tion.

The deceased was killed by
someone acquainted as there
were no marks of struggle at the
spot. After the preliminary inves-
tigation, the body was sent for
the post-mortem. The police reg-
istered a case under section 302
of the IPC.

The main suspect is 27-year-
old brother-in-law, Raghuveer,
who went missing after the mur-
der and is still absconding. 
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Students preparing for JEE
2022, a special test FIITJEE’s

Curate is introduced by FIIT-
JEE, Bhopal. 

A d m i s s i o n - c u m -
Scholarship Test Curate is a
gateway that will not only
ensure the speedy preparation
but also refine students' talent
as per the requirement of JEE.

RL Trikha, Director, FIIT-
JEE said, “Curate is apparent-
ly, an opportunity for the stu-
dents of varying potential to
tread the road of preparation to
achieve their aspired goal.
Students appeared for class X
with fear of being late for JEE

preparation along with peer
pressure lurking in their 
mind. It is also an opportuni-
ty to catch up in the race. The
preparation needs to be fast
paced with sustained effort
directed at honing and refining
their skills for JEE preparations
. For students targeting IITs in
2022, CURATE is the right
platform to accomplish their
aspirations.” 

Notably, the test will help
students know their current
grasp on the fundamentals and
check their conceptual knowl-
edge.

Students can get to know
their relative performance and
their peers at the National

level. The test will also provide
students with external evalua-
tion of their IQs, specifically for
JEE Advanced and JEE Main.

The results will emphasise
upon the areas requiring spe-
cial attention by apprising stu-
dents of their strengths and
weaknesses. Curate will test
student’s raw potential on the
basis of which they may be
selected to pursue studies at
FIITJEE; get a chance to hone
their skills and exploit their
potential fully to succeed in JEE
Advanced. FIITJEE’s Curate
Admission-cum-Scholarship
Test has been scheduled on
April 19, 2020 and the last date
to register is April 18.
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Ameeting of the Jyotiraditya
Scindia loyalists was held at

the Utsav Vatika here to make
arrangements for the visit of
Scindia to the city on March 19.

At the meeting, it was dis-
cussed to felicitate the MLAs
and leaders who resigned from
the Congress party. The meet-
ing was attended by former
MLA Ramesh Agarwal,
Ramvaran Singh and Keshav
Pandey among others.

Though thousands from
the Gwalior-Chambal area have
resigned from the Congress

party along with the MLAs
there are many Scindia loyalists
who have not yet left the
Congress party. Notable names
include DCC President
Devendra Sharma, senior
Congress leader Chandra
Mohan Nagori and Ashok
Sharma. Currently the political
situation in Gwalior is murky
and only time will say how
things pan out.

The Scindia family of
Gwalior has always played a
leading role in shaping the
political destiny of Madhya
Pradesh during its existence of
sixty four years.

The current scenario in
Madhya Pradesh has once
again brought to the front the
role of the Scindia family in
determining the political future
of the State. 

The resignation of 20
Congress MLAs loyal to
Scindia has thrown the Kama
Nath ministry into a minority
government. And once again a
scion of the Scindia family has
become the kingmaker in
Madhya Pradesh. Like his pre-
decessors Scindia too is a
charismatic leader with a
strong political influence in the
State.
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Madhya Pradesh player
Saurabh Yadav brought

laurels to the city by winning
bronze medal at the 15th Youth
International Boxing
Tournament. 

The tournament was held in
Lithuania from March 8 to 15.
Madhya Pradesh State Boxing
Academy player Saurabh Yadav,
represented the Indian team,
brought the country a bronze
medal. 

Saurabh Yadav received this
medal by performing in the 91
kg weight category. Saurabh
Yadav, included in the ten-mem-
ber Indian team, was the only
player from Madhya Pradesh. In
the tournament, Saurabh defeat-
ed the Lithuanian player to
make it to the semi-finals.
Saurabh Yadav had to be content
with the bronze medal in the
semi-final match with the Poland
player.

After returning to Bhopal
from Vilnius, Lithuania, Saurabh
Yadav met KK Singh, Director

Sports and Youth Welfare.
Director of Sports V. K. Singh
expressed happiness over
Saurabh Yadav winning the
bronze medal at the Youth
International Boxing
Tournament and encouraged
and congratulated Saurabh.

It is noteworthy that Saurav
Yadav of middle class family of
Bhopal is under training under
the guidance of Roshan Lal, the
chief instructor of Boxing
Academy under the Day
Boarding Scheme.

Meanwhile, the players of
Madhya Pradesh State
Equestrian Academy made 40
km for the first time. Presented
one gold and one silver medal to
Madhya Pradesh in Junior
National Indoorines
Championship (Junior National
Horse Racing Competition). 

The players earned these
medals in Team event. The
championship was played at
Palanpur, Gujarat from 14-15
March 2020. 

This is the first time acade-
my players have won medals at

the Indoorines Championship. 
It is also worth mentioning

here that three girl players
trained under boarding scheme
at Madhya Pradesh State
Equestrian Academy are of
Shelter Home (orphanage) run
by Little Star Foundation of
Kanchan Rajput, Kareena and
Lakshmi Kewat Katni, which are
awarded championship through
Sports and Youth Welfare
Department. 

He got an opportunity to
showcase his talent and he won
gold and silver medals. 

In the team event of Junior
National Indoor
Championships, academy play-
ers Kanchan Rajput and
Anshpreet Singh earned gold
and Lakshmi Kewat, Kareena,
Aditya and Aman earned silver
medals.

Director Sports and Youth
Welfare V.K. Singh congratulat-
ed all the players. All these
players are getting training in
equestrian sport under the guid-
ance of Captain Bhagirath, the
chief instructor of the academy.
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Suspecting illicit relation-
ship, a 36-year-old woman

was stabbed to death by her
husband at Damkheda in the
morning on Monday. Kolar
police arrested the accused

and recovered sharp-edged
weapon used in murder.

The deceased, Shyama
Bai, was stabbed multiple
times by her husband
Shobharam before she died at
her house. 

She was taken to Shree

Vinayak hospital where she
was declared dead.

Locals  informed the
police and acting swiftly, the
accused husband was nabbed.
The deceased used to work as
domestic help. This was her
second marriage after her

f irst  husband’s  
death.

The accused husband
works as labourer and from
the initial days of marriage, he
was suspicious over the activ-
ities of the deceased and had
frequent f ights  with 

her.
During the investigation

in the night on Sunday, the
two had a fight after the
deceased returned late in the
night and she was beaten
brutally. 

In the morning on

Monday accused again start-
ed fight while she was on her
work and reached a house
where she works and when
the accused stopped her she
told accused to stop fight
and went inside the house and
following her accused went in

the house and stabbed her
multiple times. 

The house owner rushed
for her help after the deceased
alerted for help.

The police rushed to spot
after the house owners
informed police regarding

the attack. 
The body was sent for the

post-mortem after the pre-
liminary investigation and
the police have registered a
case under section 302 of the
IPC and started further inves-
tigation.
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Depressed over his father’s
death, a 28-year-old youth

committed suicide by hanging
from the ceiling at his house at
Nehru Nagar under Kamla
Nagar police station area on
Sunday.

Police said that the
deceased, identified as Aman
Rathore alias Shaheen, is a
resident of Nehru Nagar area.
In the initial investigation, it
was found that after his father’s
death, Aman used to remain
depressed and took extreme
step under depression.

On Sunday evening, fam-
ily members spotted him hang-

ing and rushed him to a hos-
pital where doctors declared
him dead. After the death,
police were informed. The
police have not found any sui-
cide note which could reveal
reason behind the death.

The body was sent for the
post mortem and a case under
section 174 of CrPC has been
registered. Police have started
further investigation.  

Meanwhile, a 20-year-old
youth man died after he was
mowed down by the truck at
Golkhedi on Sunday; Eitkhedi
police have started investiga-
tion.

According to the police, the
injured man was rushed to a

hospital. The deceased, identi-
fied as Sanjay. In the initial
investigation, it was found that
Sanjay was found in an injured
State.

The body was sent for the
post mortem after the prelim-
inary investigation. The police
registered a case under section
174 of the IPC and have start-
ed further investigation. Police
said that if negligence is found
case under section 304 A of the
IPC would be registered and
accused person would be
nabbed. 

The statements of the fam-
ily members are yet to be
recorded which could help in
investigation.
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The effect of
Coronavirus is

now seen at places of
worships and man-
agements. These
places have taken pre-
cautionary steps in
this context. In view
of the increasing number of
patients in the country, a major
decision was taken on Monday
at the world famous
Mahakaleshwar temple located
in Ujjain.

Temple entry for devotees,
including the VIPs for Bhasma
Aarti which is preformed at 4
am every day of Baba Mahakal,
has been closed till March 31.

Apart from these ban on
processions, the general visits by
devotees have also been closed
in the sanctum sanctorum and
only priests of the temple will be

present at the time of the Aarti.
Taking necessary step due

to the possibility of Corona
infection, the Mahakal temple
has been cleaned and sanitised
and it is cleaned twice.

The barricades of the tem-
ple are also frequently cleaned.
Apart from this, devotees are
also being screened at
Mangalnath, Harsiddhi,
Kaalbhairav and Sandipani
Ashrams in Ujjain. The mea-
sures are precautionary steps to
contain spread of Corona virus
which is spreading rapidly
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The handloom and handi-
craft fair exhibited at

Bhopal Haat concluded on
Sunday. The 10-day long exhi-
bition cum sale Fag Mela was
an extravagant event for the
shopaholics of the city.

The fashionistas had an
opportunity to shop for the best
of the stuff for the festive sea-
son. The exhinition cum sale
had a satisfactory response on
the concluding day. 

During the exhibition-
cum- sale, the shopping hub of
the city was adorned with
sparkling and fizzy shades of
different States of the country.
The exhibition cum sale display
special items for this festival
and provide opportunity to
the people to buy traditional
and unique items for their
homes.

The shopaholics of the city
were seen captivated towards
the colourful and fizzy shades
of the country, as the mela also
showcased the most renowned

dress materials like jute, silk,
chiffon, net and more, the
huge collection of handloom
materials made up of jute,
paper-mache and much more.

The exhibition was all
about handicraft and hand-
loom material in which self
help groups (SHGs) partici-
pated from across the State.

The fair was much exotic
for the female buyers as a lot of
stuff of home decoration was
also available at the fair. Not
only this, but, an amazing col-
lection of imitation jewellery
and colorful foot wears also
attracted the female buyers.

The mela also shared a
major collection of dress mate-
rials, enthralling the ladies.
Dress materials embedded with
zari zardozi, lucknowi chicken,
mulberry silk and more could
be explored at the mela. Printed
materials beautifully embroi-
dered with Batik Print, Dabu
Print, Hand-Block Print and
one of the most renowned and
loved in all seasons, Bagh Print
were also there. 
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How the Indian Army and
its different departments

work was showcased in a film
‘fighting fit’. The film was
screened at Shaurya Smarak
here on Monday. 

The move is produced by
Film Division of India and
was directed by  Arun
Chaudhary. The film showcas-
es about the daily work life of
the army officers including
food, recreation and more. 

The primary mission of the
Indian Army is to ensure
national security and national
unity, defending the nation
from external aggression and
internal threats, and maintain-
ing peace and security within
its borders. 

It conducts humanitarian
rescue operations during nat-
ural calamities and other dis-
turbances, like Operation Surya

Hope, and can also be requisi-
tioned by the government to
cope with internal threats. It is
a major component of nation-
al power alongside the Indian
Navy and the Indian Air Force. 

The Indian armed forces
have been engaged in a num-
ber of major military opera-
tions, including: the Indo-
Pakistani wars of 1947, 1965
and 1971, the Portuguese-
Indian War, the Sino-Indian
War, the 1967 Chola incident,
the 1987 Sino-Indian skirmish,
the Kargil War, and the Siachen
conflict among others. All the
major incidents were depicted
in the movie. 

It is to be noted that the
film featured about the brave
hearts who protects the coun-
try from the borders. 

The film features about
the advanced technologies used
by the army. 

The working of different
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After the Congress party’s
objections, the candida-

ture of BJP Rajya Sabha can-
didates Jyotiraditya Scindia
and Sumer Singh Solanki is
facing rejection.

Submitting their objec-
tions before the Returning
Off icer on Monday, the
Congress party claimed that
Scindia in his nomination
form did not furnish infor-
mation on a case pending
against him with Economic
Offences Wing (EOW).

The case was registered by
the EOW against Scindia
ahead of his submission of the
nomination papers, claimed
Congress adding the nomi-
nation form had no mention
of this case.

The ruling party also

objected to BJP’s second can-
didate Sumer Singh Solanki
saying Solanki was still in
Government service at the
time of filing nomination and
his resignation was accepted
a day after he submitted his
nomination papers with
Returning Officer.

Monday was the last day
of scrutiny of the nomination
papers. March 26 is scheduled
for polling for Rajya Sabha
biennial election.

The Returning Officer for
Rajya Sabha polls has decid-
ed to hear the matters of
objections against the BJP
candidates at 11 am on
Tuesday.

The nominations of
Congress candidates Digvijay
Singh and Phool Singh
Baraiya also were accepted by
the Returning Off icer.

Nomination form of BJP’s
third candidate Ranjana
Baghel was also accepted.

Notably,  a  day after
Scindia had joined the BJP,
the EOW of MP Police had
decided to re-open a land
grab case lodged in 2014
against Scindia which was
closed in 2018 for lack of evi-
dences.

Solanki, the second can-
didate of the BJP for RS polls
was an assistant professor at
a government college in
Barwani before he was nom-
inated for Rajya Sabha.

Dig vijay Singh f i led
objection against Scindia
while Baraiya did the same
against Solanki. The nomi-
nations of these two BJP can-
didates should be rejected,
Congress leader JP Dhanopia
demanded.
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Soon after the address of
Governor Lalji Tandon here

on Monday, Madhya Pradesh
Assembly was adjourned till
March 26.

The adjournment ensured
that no trust vote is held in the
House as directed by the
Governor in a letter written to
Chief Minister Kamal Nath
couple of days ago.

"Whatever correspon-
dence has been made has been
done with the Governor and
not with the assembly speak-
er," Speaker NP Prajapati told
the BJP MLAs as the Leader of
Opposition demanded the
floor test reading out the let-
ter from the Governor.

Soon after the speaker
adjourned the proceedings till
March 26, the day when the

Rajya Sabha polls would take
place. Parliamentary affairs
minister Govind Singh had
proposed adjournment of the
House in the wake of Corona
virus scare.

The Congress MLAs
shouted slogans against BJP
while moving out of the House
while the BJP MLAs remained
seated in the House. The BJP
MLAs left the House after
reports of their party moving
the court on the political cri-
sis in MP.

A large numbers of
Congress MLAs were wearing
masks on Monday while none
of the BJP members were seen
in the protective gear.

Earlier, the Governor
while leaving the House had
urged the members of the
House to keep intact the
democratic traditions and con-

stitutional rules and provi-
sions amid ongoing scenario
in Madhya Pradesh.

BJP MLA Narottam
Mishra had questioned
Governor's address saying it
was a minority government
and how come the Governor
highlight its achievements.
However the Governor went
ahead with his brief address.

Massive security arrange-
ments were made in and
around the assembly on
Monday. The visitor galleries
were empty as no guests were
allowed in the House.

Though Congress minis-
ters and leaders had denied
speculations of session getting
postponed due to Corona
scare in the run up to assem-
bly session, there were
rumours that it could actual-
ly happen.
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Chilling cold winds were
witnessed in the early

morning hours while day tem-
peratures made the weather hot
and humid during the day on
Monday in the State capital.

The State Capital witnessed
night 5 degree celsius below the
normal temperature on Sunday
night. Cloudy conditions were
witnessed in the morning on
Monday and later in the noon
temperature soared with clear
sky weather conditions.

The Met department told
that the cold weather condi-
tions in the late evening and
early morning hours would
prevail for the next 2-3 days
and later temperatures would
increase. 

Steep change would not be
witnessed and gradual increase
in day and night temperatures
would be witnessed in the
state.

The night dipped to 9
degree celsius in Raisen which
was the lowest night tempera-
ture of the State.

The day temperatures were
recorded at around 30 degree
celsius while highest day tem-
perature was recorded at 31
degree celsius on Monday.

Khandwa, Dhar and
Hoshanganad recorded day
temperature at 31 degree celsius
which was the highest day
temperature in the state on
Monday.

After rainfall and hail-
storms which were witnessed in
the past one week dipped the
temperatures and would

remain at these levels for next
two days.

In the State, night temper-
atures dipped significantly in
Shahdol division while remain-
ing divisions have not record-
ed any steep change.

The day temperature in the
State Capital was recorded at

30.1 degree celsius and night
temperature at 12.9 degree cel-
sius.

Sagar, Shahdol, Bhopal and
Gwalior divisions recorded dip
in day temperatures in the
past 24 hours and pattern
would prevail in the next 24
hours.
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ADelhi court on Monday
sent suspended Aam

Aadmi Party’s (AAP) coun-
cillor Tahir Hussain to four-
day police custody in con-
nection with the alleged
kil l ing of  26-year-old
Intelligence Bureau staffer
Ankit Sharma during the
recent communal violence in
North-east  Delhi.  Chief
Metropolitan Magistrate
Pawan Singh Rajawat sent
Hussain for interrogation
after police sought his custody
for five days. 

Earlier, the Delhi Police
has arrested Tahir Hussain
from a Delhi’s Rouse Avenue
court on March 5 in connec-
tion with the alleged killing of
Intelligence Bureau official
Ankit Sharma during the
recent communal violence in
North-east Delhi. 

After being taken into
custody from the Rouse
Avenue court  premises
Hussain was taken to the
Sunlight police station for
further investigation. 

Hussain was booked for
his alleged role in the murder
of the IB staffer during the
communal riots that rocked
the city last month.
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Congress-led Punjab
Government on Monday

promised to do in the next two
years of its term what it was try-
ing to accomplish in the past
three. Asking for “a chance” on
the completion of three years of
his government, the Chief
Minister Capt Amarinder Singh
announced to give one lakh gov-
ernment jobs in the next two
years.

Capt Amarinder gave his
Government 75 marks out of
100 in a report card, presented
by him and his ministers on
Monday, with promises of a bet-
ter performance in the subjects
of employment generation,
transport sector, illegal mining,
corruption, affordable power,
among others.

“Out of the total 424 poll
promises, the government has
implemented 225, while 96
have been partially implement-
ed, and the remaining 103
would be implemented in the
coming two years,” said Capt
Amarinder while addressing
the media in the media conclave
along with all the Cabinet
Ministers, party MPs.

“We have taken action on
more than 75 percent of our
promises made to the people of
Punjab...I am confident that in
the next two years, we should be
able to fulfil all our commit-
ment,” he said.

He said: “The Congress
party works in a different way,
and to ensure that all promises
be implemented, the party high
command has set up manifesto
implementation committee and

we will implement the entire
manifesto.”

Even as he reiterated “one
another time” his “commit-
ment” to punish the guilty of
sacrilege, bringing down power
rates, de-monopolizing trans-
port business, checking illegal
mining, eliminating corrup-
tion, among other promises, the
Chief Minister could not come
up with clear answers on these
burning issues riding high on
which he came to power in
2017.

Contrary to the people’s
high expectations, the Chief
Minister did not make any
major announcements, except
announcing one lakh govern-
ment jobs, and providing new
bus permits in an attempt to end
monopolization in transport
sector besides reducing road tax.

He also announced to put
in place the corrective measures

to check illegal mining by
Baisakhi, setting up 750 rural
sports stadiums to promote
sports and improve youngsters’
health, implementing Lokpal
Bill covering all from Chief
Minister downwards, binging
Anti Red Tape Legislation, Land
Leasing and Tenancy Bill,
besides the State Drug legisla-
tion to deal with drug related
cases.

Making concluding
remarks during the conclave,
the Chief Minister announced
that one lakh youth will be pro-
vided government jobs over
the next two year in total 17
state government departments,
primarily in health, education,
police, and electricity board.

“These jobs will be filled up
through a transparent and
merit-based system of selec-
tion…We also aim to cross the
target of 20 lakhs employment

facilitation by 2022 of which we
have already achieved 12.17
lakh jobs as on today,” he said.

Underlining that the
Government has decided to
rationalize the electricity tariff
in a manner that reduces their
burden making it more afford-
able to the common man, the
Chief Minister said that the final
details of the new power tariff
could be given only after the
approval of power regulator —
Punjab State Electricity
Regulatory Commission.

“Since the decision to reg-
ulate tariff is the jurisdiction of
the power regulator, the state is
submitting its proposal in this
regard to the regulator,” he said
while refusing to give details of
the proposed tariff reduction
and how to counterbalance the
loss to be suffered by the State
by reducing the domestic tariff.

To ensure “no monopoly”

in the state transport sector, the
Chief Minister announced that
the State Government would
soon provide 5,000 new permits
for small or mini buses, and
2000 new permits for stage car-
riage on commercially viable
routes.

“After the Supreme Court
has upheld the decision of the
Punjab and Haryana High
Court on illegal extension of
routes, I have directed the
Transport Department to can-
cel all such permits,” he added.

Besides, he also announced
to bring down the road tax and
cess on ordinary buses from Rs
3.08 to Rs 2.96 as well as special
one-time amnesty scheme for
settling penal interest on non-
payment of government dues by
transporters, which the state

Finance Minister Manpreet
Badal claimed that the state
would be able to “absorb”.

Facing criticism not only of
the opposition but also his own
party men over the issue of ille-
gal mining, the Chief Minister
said that the state was coming
up with new guidelines “before
Baisakhi”.

“The Department would
examine all aspects and suggest
corrective measures witing the
next two-three weeks,” said the
Chief Minister.

He said: “The sand mafia
will not be allowed….I have
asked the Minister to thor-
oughly review and make this
system fully transparent…our
aim is to ensure steady supply
of sand at affordable rate at the
pithead with proper use of tech-

nology to check any illegal
activity by the contractors or
illegal miners.”

On the promise of waiving
off entire debt of the farmers,
the Chief Minister said that the
Government has waived off
the farmers’ debt “as per our
capability”.

“What Punjab has done, it
is highest in the country…the
maximum limit is Rs two
lakh…we cannot go beyond
that. And those, who have been
left out due to some paper
work, would be covered now.
Besides, the government will
start the debt loan waiver
scheme for the farm landless
labour as soon as the COVID-
19 measures are over,” he said.

The Government will pro-
vide relief of Rs 520 crore to
2.85 lakh agricultural landless
members if cooperative soci-
eties.

He also declared that the
Government was soon to take
further action in the sacrilege
and subsequent police firing
cases and would go to the bot-
tom of the cases.

“Let me reiterate that all
those persons, whether big or
small, who are guilty of order-
ing firing upon innocent per-
sons protesting the be-adbi of
Sri Guru Granth Sahib Ji will be
brought to book, also those
responsible for be-adbi of our
Guru cannot escape the pun-
ishment they deserve,” he said.

Also declaring that the
Government has adopted zero
tolerance policy against organ-
ised crime, he said a Special
Operations Group (SOG) has
been set up as anti-terrorist

crack unit. “One village, one
police officer scheme has also
been launched to improve peo-
ple-police interface,” he added.

Declaring that he will not
allow mining, liquor, drug and
transport mafias, or goondas,
gangsters and terrorists to dis-
turb the state’s peaceful envi-
ronment, the Chief Minister
said: “I will be absolutely
harsh...As an ex-fauji, I know
how to deal with
them...Everyone will get a free
chance to make the most of the
opportunities in Transport and
other sectors.”

Vowing to completely elim-
inate all the mafias from the
state, the Chief Minister said his
government was working to
end all this since taking over
Punjab’s reins, “but these things
take time.” “We have done our
best, and we could not have
done any better considering the
situation,” he said, compli-
menting his cabinet colleagues
and officers for the excellent job
done by them.

Claiming to work hard to
break the back of the flourish-
ing drug economy in Punjab,
the Chief Minister said: “Let me
clearly state that any person,
irrespective of his position or
political affiliation, if found
involved in drug trade, will be
taken to task. Drugs and drug
peddlers have to go from
Punjab whatever it takes,” he
said.

Apart from medical col-
leges at Mohali, Kapurthala
and Hoshiarpur, two more
medical colleges have been
planned at Gurdaspur and
Malerkotla, he also announced.
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Armed with the queries
regarding cricketer-

turned-politician Navjot Singh
Sidhu starting his new inning
by starting a YouTube channel
or directly approaching he
party high command, Punjab
Chief Minister Capt Amarinder
Singh on Monday played down
his differences with his party
colleague saying that he has no
issues with it. 

Capt Amarinder main-
tained that anyone can start a
channel or can even discuss any
matter with anyone in the party.

Notably, the former
Minister Sidhu, who has been
at loggerheads with Capt
Amarinder, was blamed for
his “inept handling” of the
Local Government
Department for the party’s
“poor performance” in the
urban areas during the 2019
Lok Sabha polls.

In June, the Chief Minister
had divested Sidhu of the Local
Government and Tourism and
Cultural Affairs Departments,
allocating him the Power and
New and Renewable Energy
portfolio after which he had
resigned from the Punjab
Cabinet.

When asked about the sta-
tus of the Congress MLA in the

party, the Chief Minister on
Monday said that he was a
Congressman and “we will
certainly consider all his wish-
es” in taking any decision.

Capt Amarinder said that
he had known Sidhu since he
was a two-year-old and had “no
personal issues with him”.

To a question about Sidhu
meeting the central party lead-
ership on Punjab issues instead
of raising these with the state
leadership, the Chief Minister
said, “He is welcome to discuss
any issue with anyone in the
party...If he has anything, which
he would like to discuss, he is
welcome.”

Sidhu, the previous month,
had met Congress chief Sonia
Gandhi and party leader
Priyanka Gandhi Vadra in
Delhi and apprised them of a
roadmap for the “revival” of the
Congress-ruled state "to its
pristine glory".

Commenting on Sidhu's
YouTube channel, Capt
Amarinder said: “That is up to
anybody. If I want to run a
channel who can stop me.” 

“WILL DEFINITELY CON-
TEST NEXT POLLS, STILL
YOUNG ENOUGH”

Three years after he
declared 2017 state assembly
elections to be his last polls,

Punjab Chief Minister Capt
Amarinder Singh on Monday
asserted that he will be con-
testing the next assembly elec-
tions in the state. “I am still
quite young. Do you think I’m
too old to fight the polls,”
quipped Capt Amarinder.

In 2018, Capt Amarinder
had said that he would not
hang up his boots until the
State was taken out of the
“mess”. In 2019, the scion of the
erstwhile Patiala's royal family
had said that he would not quit
politics until Punjab's number
one position was “restored”, and
he might fight the next assem-
bly polls, if needed.

DON’T GO BY KEJRIWAL’S
DRAMA

Dismissing the power sub-
sidy being given by the Aam
Aadmi Party (AAP)
Government in Delhi as a
“drama” by Arvind Kejriwal,
the Chief Minister said that
there was “no comparison”
between Punjab and the
national capital as the latter had
no farmers or police to take
care of.

Kejriwal had reduced
domestic tariff through cross
subsidy, he said, pointing out
that the Punjab Government
was already giving much high-
er subsidy than Delhi.
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Amidst coronavirus scare,
Punjab Government on

Monday decided to extend the
services of the “retiring” doctors
and paramedical staff, working
with the State Government in the
Health and Family Welfare
Department even after their
retirement, till September 30,
2020. The decision came days
after the State Government
announced to doing away with
the extension policy and bring-
ing down the employees’ retire-
ment age from 60 to 58.

For the same, a resolution
was passed at the meeting giving
ex-post facto approval to the
Chief Minister Capt Amarinder
Singh’s decision on extending the
services of the doctors and para-
medical staff working with the
Government in the Health and
Family Welfare Department till
September 30, 2020.

At the same time, the
Cabinet also issued a strong
appeal to the people not to
panic in view of the coron-
avirus threat but to take all nec-
essary precautions, while avoid-
ing crowded places and mass
gatherings.

Taking stock of the situation
and the state’s preparedness to
deal with the COVID-19 out-
break, the Cabinet also reviewed
the reports of seven-member
Group of Ministers (GoM) con-
stituted earlier by the Chief
Minister Capt Amarinder Singh
under the chairmanship of Local
Bodies Minister Brahm
Mohindra to oversee the pre-
ventive measures undertaken to
combat the threat. The GoM
comprises Om Parkash Soni,
Tript Rajinder Singh Bajwa,
Razia Sultana, Balbir Singh
Sidhu, Vijay Inder Singla and
Bharat Bhushan Ashu.

Though Punjab has, so far,
reportedly only one confirmed
case, no effort is being spared by
the State Government to ensure
stringent measures against the
spread of the disease, which has
been declared a global pandem-
ic by the World Health
Organisation (WHO).

Appreciating the efforts of all
Departments of the Government
of Punjab, the Cabinet appealed
to the people to be fully prepared
and take all precautions as
advised by the Health and Family
Welfare Department from time-
to-time.

The Cabinet, in its resolu-
tion, further appealed to the peo-
ple to avoid going to crowded
places and mass gatherings, to
maintain hand and respiratory
hygiene, and to ensure the clean-
liness of their surroundings.
People are also advised to wash
their hands frequently with soap
and water or hand sanitizer and
they should avoid touching their
face.

The people have also been

advised to avoid non-essential
travel, said the resolution, adding
that the people who are having
cough, sneezing and fever should
immediately contact 104-
Medical Helpline of the Health
and Family Welfare Department
or the Control Rooms of their
respective district.

Following discussions at the
meeting, the Cabinet also
appealed to people to either
defer wedding functions or
ensure that no more than 50 peo-
ple are present. It also appealed
to religious and dera heads to
limit the gatherings and educate
their followers about the coron-
avirus dangers.

During the Cabinet meet-
ing, the Chief Minister asked all
the Ministers to closely moni-
tor the situation and ensure the
implementation of the curbs in
their respective districts, in
close coordination with the
administrative and civic offi-
cials.

He urged them to hold reg-
ular meetings with the local
administration to maintain vis-
ibility in their districts and
boost the confidence of the
people. Capt Amarinder direct-
ed the Health Department to
ensure that ventilators are avail-
able in all district hospitals to
deal with the exigency. He fur-
ther ordered private and state-
run buses to carry hand sani-
tizers for the use of passengers
to ensure hygiene in the vehicles
and secure the travelers.

Notably, all Government
and private schools have already
been closed till March 31 in the
State. However, medical colleges
(senior year students) have been
kept open as a support system.
The Cabinet decided that MBBS
students, who were not
employed, should be contacted
and asked by the Department to
stand by on a voluntary basis.

Detailed instructions have
also been issued for closure of
all cinema halls, gyms and
swimming pools in the state
from the midnight of March 14
till further orders. All large
public gatherings including
sports, conferences, cultural
events, fairs and exhibitions,
wedding functions, are also
prohibited till further orders.
The Cabinet has, however, left
the decision on closure of malls
and marriage palaces to the
GoM.

The meeting was informed
that the Deputy Commissioners
were geared up to launch house-
to-house awareness campaign
involving all health workers,
who are being trained for the
purpose, from March 19 to 26.

Training of all the staff of all
departments in districts will be
completed by March 18, said the
state Principal Secretary (Health
and Family Welfare) Anurag
Aggarwal during the meeting,
adding that teams of two to

three officials, headed by Group
A and B officials, will also be
formed by March 18.

“These teams will be
assigned villages, areas, locali-
ty, wards or colonies keeping in
view the population, which will
contact each and every house-
hold in their assigned areas to
educate and inform every indi-
vidual about the precautions
and to inform about any person
with symptoms. This will be
completed by March 26,” he
said.

He informed the Cabinet
that 100 samples had been sent
for testing till date, of which only
one was positive and 95 nega-
tive for COVID-19, while the
results of four samples were still
awaited.

“Medical teams with secu-
rity personnel have been deput-
ed at both the airports for the
screening of the passengers.
Mandatory screening of all pas-
sengers is being done and self-
declaration form is being taken
from each passenger to ascer-
tain the travel history of any for-
eign country from March 13
onwards,” he said.

Adequate stock of PPEs
(Personal Protective
Equipment), N95 Masks, Triple
Layer masks and gloves were
available with the Health and
Family Welfare Department for
COVID-19. Further, procure-
ment of more PPE, N95 Masks
and Triple layer masks was
under process.

To maintain strict vigil over
the situation 24X7, control
rooms had been established at
State and District level, and
Rapid Response Teams (RRTs)
had also been prepared and
trained for surveillance and con-
tainment, both at the state and
district levels.

The services of all Rural
Medical Officers had been put at
the disposal of Civil Surgeons of
the districts m and all the district
teams had been trained for sam-
ple collection, transportation of
suspected cases as per the pro-
tocol of ICMR, the meeting was
informed.

Further, Virology labs at
Government Medical College,
Amritsar and Patiala, were now
testing samples of COVID-19.
Health teams in all districts
were contacting the passengers
coming to Punjab from different
countries after being screened at
Delhi or other airports.
Passengers found asymptomatic
are nevertheless being under
surveillance as a precautionary
measure.

Elaborating the
Department’s Containment Plan,
Aggarwal said the SOPs (stan-
dard operation procedures) had
been shared with all the DCs and
mock drills had been conduct-
ed by all the districts to check
preparedness for containment of
COVID-19.

Similarly, district, block and
village level control rooms had
been established. State and District
Disaster Management
Committees were reviewing the
situation daily and inter-sectoral
coordination is maintained for
COVID-19 preparedness.
Advisories had been issued to all
the Departments and Districts for
awareness of the general public and
staff.

The Principal Secretary also
informed the Cabinet that Punjab
was the first state to notify
COVID-19 under Epidemic
Disease Act, 1897. Under these
regulations, Deputy
Commissioners are authorized
to take any action for containment

and management of cases of
COVID-19.
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Hand sanitizers, and thermal
scanners welcomed the media per-
sonnel at the Punjab Government’s
media conclave held on Monday
on the completion of the Congress
led Punjab Government’s three
years in power.

The conclave was organized
at Punjab Bhawan, and the special
staff was deputed to ensure that
each and every person entering the
venue should sanitize their hands,
besides checking their tempera-
ture through thermal scanners.
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Haryana Chief Minister
Manohar Lal Khattar on

Monday gave the mantra of 3-I's
—Integrity, Involvement and
Innovation to the newly appoint-
ed officers of Haryana Civil
Service-2020 (HCS), saying they
should work by keeping the
welfare of people as their fore-
most concern.

Addressing the valedictory
ceremony of First Joint
Foundation Course of newly
selected officers of HCS 2020 at
Haryana Institute of Public
Administration (HIPA) in
Gurugram, Khattar said they
should work with integrity i.e.
honesty for the public and
involvement i.e. work by involv-
ing the team.

By explaining the meaning
of the team, the Chief Minister
said that by making a list of the
tasks of their offices, distribute
them among the team and take
the lead by yourself where weak-
ness is spotted. This will increase
confidence of the employees in
their officer, he added. Giving the

third mantra of innovation, the
Chief Minister said that new
technologies are coming these
days; for example IT, adopt
innovation to serve the people in
a better way .

Khattar said that while serv-
ing as an officer, they will come
across  many types of situations,
but in those circumstances, they
must keep control on themselves
and don't be swayed by seeing
others, they should work by
rules and regulations. He said
that the officers try to come up
to the  expectations of masses
and deliver clean 
administration.

Earlier, HIPA Director
General, Surina Rajan said that
HIPA has prepared a program
for the induction training to all
newly recruited officers and
refresher course after every three
years. She said that on the direc-
tions of the Chief Secretary, a
knowledge network will be start-
ed for capacity building of offi-
cials. 

Haryana Chief Secretary
Keshni Anand Arora joined the
proceedings of the event through
video conferencing from
Chandigarh and other district
officials  from their respective
districts.  
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Facing ‘identification’ crisis
within a couple of days

after the cricketer-turned-
politician Navjot Singh Sidhu
launched his YouTube chan-
nel ‘Jittega Punjab’, its creators
have now approached the
global video-sharing platform
to check the 

mushrooming of fake chan-
nels by the same or similar
names.

The video hosting ser-
vices, YouTube, has started
sending copyright strike
notices to the illegally re-
uploaded videos, besides
sending impersonation
notices to the fake 
channels.
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In the five months since the
implementation of the

amended Motor Vehicles Act,
there has been a 10 per cent
reduction in the number of
deaths caused due to accidents
in the country, Transport
Minister Nitin Gadkari
informed Rajya Sabha on
Monday. He also informed the
House the Government is com-
mitted to reduce the accident
rate by 50 per cent in the next
five years as India is a signato-
ry to this affect at the World
Safety Conference held recent-
ly in Sweden.

Giving this information
while fielding questions per-
taining to his Ministry, Gadkari
said a total of 5 lakh accidents
take place in the country and
around 1.5 lakh people lose
their lives in these accidents. Of

these, 65 per cent people die in
the age group of 18 to 35
years, he said.

He said Tamil Nadu has
made significant progress in
reducing the number of deaths
in road accidents in the coun-
try by 24 per cent in the last five
months, the maximum any-
where in the country.

“There has been a 10 per
cent reduction in the number
of deaths due to accidents in
the country in the last five
months ever since the passage
of the new Motor Vehicles Act
by Parliament,” Gadkari said
adding “We have been able to
save 10,000 lives.”

Giving statistics state wise,
he said Jammu and Kashmir
and Chandigarh have shown 15
per cent reduction in the num-
ber of deaths due to accidents,
Gujarat 

14 per cent, Uttar Pradesh
13 per cent, Andhra Pradesh 7

per cent and Manipur reduced
4 per cent.  However, Kerala
has seen a rise of 4.9 per cent
while Assam recorded 8 per
cent rise, he told the House.

The minister also informed
that among various steps being

taken to reduce accidents, the
government proposes to open
1,000 driving schools in the
country, of which 22 have
already been opened.  He said
most accidents happened due
to poor road engineering and

the government has identified
3,000 black spots to help reduce
accidents in the country.

He said a Rs 14,000 crore
plan has been put in place
whereby the World Bank and
Asian Development Bank will

invest Rs 7,000 crore and the
same amount will be spent by
India towards education,
enforcement and improving
road engineering to help reduce
accidents.

Gadkaris also informed
that the Motor Vehicles Act is
in the Concurrent list and
states are empowered to com-
pound the offences and imple-
ment the provisions of the Act
as per their requirements.
He said both his and a chief
minister’s vehicle have been
challaned for traffic violations
and no one is spared whatever
the position one may occupy.

The Minister informed that
73 per cent transactions are
being handled currently by
FASTag, electronic toll collec-
tion, and the plan is to have 98
per cent transactions 
through FASTag within the
next one month to ensure
seamless traffic.
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The issue of coronavirus
pandemic figured in the

Rajya Sabha on Monday with
some elders suggesting follow-
ing preventive measures to
fight the disease and urging the
Government to instruct airlines
and the Railways not to levy
cancellation charges on tickets
due to travel restrictions.
Adjournment of the ongoing
Budget Session of Parliament
was also mooted to prevent
large gathering.

Raising the matter of can-
cellation charges, Elamaram

Kareem(CPM) said several
States have closed educational
institutions and other places to
check the spread of coron-
avirus.  Besides, public gather-
ings have been cancelled.

He said a large number of
people have changed their trav-
el plans and forced to cancel
their air and train tickets.  In
this backdrop, Kareem urged
the Government to intervene
and ask airlines and Indian rail-
ways to forgo cancellation
charges.

As several other members
agreed with Kareem, Chairman
M Venkaiah Naidu said it was
a suggestion worth considering
and asked the concerned min-

istries to have a look.
Mooting the adjournment

of Parliament, S R
Balasubramoniyan(AIADMK)
said at any given time nearly
200 people were present in the
Rajya Sabha, 500 or so in the
Lok Sabha and 300 in the
Central Hall.  This was against
the World Health
Organisation(WHO) guide-
lines of preventing a gathering
of more than 200 people, he

said and said the budget session
should be curtailed.

While Ram Gopal
Y a d a v ( S a m a j w a d i
Party)favoured screening of
visitors at various entry points
of Parliament complex as peo-
ple from all over the country
came here, Derek
O ’ B r i e n ( T r i n a m o o l
Congress)stressed on following
basic hygiene practices like
washing hands regularly, stay at

home and cover mouth while
sneezing or coughing besides
raising awareness at all levels in
the society.

Sasmit Patra(BJD) called
for sanitizing ATMs, social
distancing and screening at
domestic airports too.  He also
called for increasing the num-
ber of corona testing laborato-
ries and said at present there
were only 50 laboratories with
a capacity of testing 4,500
cases.  

Vikas Mahatme(BJP)drew
the attention of the house to
rumors about the pandemic
and said rumors like con-
sumption of chicken should be
countered as it was not scien-
tifically proven.  He also urged
people to refrain from visiting
holy places in large numbers.

The Chairman also called
for following good practices to
counter the disease and asked
the government to counter
rumor mongering and high-
light preventive steps.
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As Opposition insisted that
there were 282 deaths of

sanitation workers engaged in
manual scavenging and 70,000
children forced to beg by crim-
inal network,  the Union
Minster Social Justice and
Empowerment Minister
Thaawar Chand Gehlot  high-
lighted measures taken by his
Ministry to uplift Dalits, trib-
als, backward classes and dif-
ferently-abled people  and
maintained  that his
Government is working  on a
comprehensive policy for elder-
ly citizens.

Replying to a debate on the
demand for grants of his min-
istry, which was later passed by
the House, Gehlot said
‘divyang’, a term for people with
disabilities, across the country
will have a standard identity
card through which they can
avail of benefits meant for
them anywhere.

As of now, he said, the cer-
tificate issued in one district is
not accepted in another district.

The Indian cricket team for
the physically challenged, he
noted, has been winning the
world cup cricket for the dis-
abled for the last three times.
Over one-third members of the
Indian team have won medal in
Paralympic Games, he said,
lauding the efforts of divyang.

In the last five years some
of key decisions taken by the
Government was to accord
constitutional status to the
Other Backward Classes (OBC)
Commission and giving reser-
vation in educational institu-
tions based on economic cri-
teria.

He said that the
Government has brought
Maintenance and Welfare of
Parents and Senior Citizens
(Amendment) Bill, which is
being scrutinised by a standing
committee, and it has provi-
sions for day care centre and
old age homes, which would be
run with the help of NGOs.

While he asserted that allo-
cations under various scholar-
ships had increased by a big
margin under the BJP-led NDA
Government, Congress leader
Adhir Ranjan Chowdhury took
a dig at his claims, saying “zero
increase” under several provi-
sions and underutilisation or

reduction in budgets of various
programmes were its “historic
achievements”.

The mandate of the Social
Justice Ministry is very large, he
said, attacking the Government
for the deaths of 282 sanitation
workers.

Over 60,000-70,000 chil-
dren every year are forced to
beg by criminals, he said.

“You have no numbers.
What is your priority,”
Chowdhury said while also
highlighting drug menace in
parts of the country, including
Punjab.

Responding to him, Gehlot
said de-addiction camps have
been set up in 28 districts of the
states. Over Rs 137.72 crore was
spent during 2009-14, when the
Congress-led UPA was in
power, while over Rs 242.55 cr
was spent by the NDA gov-
ernment in 2014-19.

The issue of begging, he
said, is a State subject, and the
Centre issues advisories to
states from time to time in this
regard.

Gehlot said the ministry
has become “active” in the last
five years and has taken sever-
al historic decisions.

He said a high-level board
was also constituted for
nomadic tribes. For divyang,
132 camps were set up in 126
districts to give assistance, he
said.
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Reliance Group Chairman
Anil Ambani was on

Monday summoned by the
Enforcement Directorate (ED)
and asked to appear before it in
connection with its money laun-
dering probe against Yes Bank
promoter Rana Kapoor and
others. 

However, Ambani has
sought exemption from appear-
ance on personal grounds and
the agency has summoned him
again later this week to appear
before its Mumbai office to
record his statement under the
Prevention of Money
Laundering Act. The Yes Bank
had an exposure of about
�12,800 crore which has turned
NPA, officials said. 

Ambani has now been
asked to appear on Thursday,
they said, adding, the agency is
probing if bribes were paid to
the loans.

In a statement last week, the
Reliance Group had said that its
entire debt from Yes Bank was
fully secured and was availed in
the ordinary course of business.

Ambani’s nine group com-
panies are stated to have taken
loans of about �12,800 crore
from the bank.

Finance Minister Nirmala
Sitharaman had told a Press
conference on March 6 that the
Anil Ambani Group, Essel,
ILFS, DHFL and Vodafone were
among the stressed corporates
Yes Bank had exposure to.

All the big companies who
had taken large loans from the
crisis-hit bank, which later
turned bad or were in the red,
are being summoned for ques-
tioning in the case to take the
investigation forward. Promoter
of Avantha Group Gautam
Thapar, who has been named as
an accused along with Rana, is
also being summoned for ques-

tioning, they said. 
Yes Bank promoter Rana

Kapoor, 62, is undergoing ED
custody after he was arrested by
the central probe agency early
this month. A Mumbai court on
Monday extended Kapoor’s cus-
tody till March 20.

The ED has accused
Kapoor, his family members
and others of laundering “pro-
ceeds of crime” worth �4,300
crore by receiving alleged kick-
backs in lieu of extending big
loans through their bank that
later allegedly turned non-per-
forming asset (NPA).

As many as 44 companies
belonging to 10 large business
groups ae reported to have
accounted for NPA worth
�34,000 crore of Yes Bank.

Other companies on the list
of defaulters include Dewan
Housing Finance Corporation,
Jet Airways, Cox &  Kings, and
Bharat Infra  and the promot-
ers of these companies will also
be questioned soon in connec-
tion with the ongoing money
laundering case.  

Kapil Wadhavan of DHFL
has been summoned on
Tuesday, Naresh Goyal of Jet
Airways and Subhash Chnadra
of Zee have been asked to
appear on Wednesday and
Thapar has been asked to
appear on March 21, sources
said, clarifying that they are yet
to be booked in a criminal case
by any agency as accused till
so far. 
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The Election Commission
on Monday appointed

Hirdesh Kumar( 47),  a 1999
batch IAS officer, as the new
Chief Electoral Officer (CEO) of
Jammu & Kashmir. The EC
issued a notification announc-
ing the appointment of Kumar
and asked the Jammu&Kashmir
administration to ensure that
the new CEO takes charge
“immediately”. 

He originally belongs to
Uttar Pradesh. He was the
District Magistrate in the dis-
tricts such as Chitrakoot,
Ghazipur and Ghaziabad.
Presently, he is posted as
Secretary, School Education
Department and Social Welfare
Department. His name was
selected from a panel of names
sent by the J-K administration
to the EC.

According to the EC, the
delimitation process of J-K is
expected to start within a
month. Last delimitation was
done in J&K  in 1995-1996.
Besides redefining the bound-
aries of the existing 83 Assembly
seats and five Lok Sabha seats,
the commission would almost
bring the representative char-
acter of the Jammu region at par
with that of the valley.
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Parliament on Monday
approved The Central

Sanskrit Universities Bill, 2019 to
upgrade three deemed Sanskrit
universities into Central univer-
sities after some minor amend-
ments. The Bill brought by HRD
Minister Ramesh Pokhriyal
Nishank was passed by voice vote
in the Rajya Sabha. It was passed
by Lok Sabha in December last
year and was introduced in
Rajya Sabha on March 2 but
could not be taken for discussion
due to the logjam in the upper
house. 

The Bill seeks to upgrade
three deemed to be universities
in Sanskrit -- Rashtriya Sanskrit
Sansthan, Sri Lal Bahadur Shastri
Rashtriya Sanskrit Vidyapeeth,
and Rashtriya Sanskrit
Vidyapeeth Tirupati -- into cen-
tral universities. Since Rajya

Sabha has passed the Bill with
amendments, it would now go to
Lok Sabha again. As per the pro-
posed legislation, Sanskrit
Central Universities will be set up
by converting three deemed
Sanskrit universities, presently
functioning in the country.

Replying to the debate,
Pokhriyal said the Modi gov-
ernment is committed to
strengthen all Indian languages.
Speaking about the spread of
Sanskrit, he said that around five
crore students were studying
the language in the country
itself. Besides, there were many
countries across the world where
the language was being taught,
he added. “All languages are
important for us. We are com-
mitted for the growth of all lan-
guages that are spoken in the
country,” the minister asserted.

Cutting across party lines,
several members supported the

bill during the debate. Congress
MP Jairam Ramesh, Sukhendu
Sekhar Roy of AITC and
Prashant Nanda of BJD spoke in
Sanskrit. However, DMK mem-
bers opposed the bill saying it
was “against” classical languages
like Tamil.

Initiating the debate, Jairam
Ramesh said that though he sup-
ports the bill as it will help the
cause of Sanskrit, which is a sci-
entific language and part of cul-
tural legacy, the government
was neglecting other classical
languages.

“Sanskrit has always been a
monopoly of few and that is a
matter of great sadness and
tragedy for India. We have to
make this monopoly into a trea-
sure of many and that is what this
bill hopes to accomplish,” he said.

However, the government is
ignoring other classical Indian
languages such as Tamil, Telugu,

Kannada, Malayalam and Odia
which are spoken by millions of
people, while Sanskrit is spoken
only by hardly 15,000 people in
India, he added.

The Congress MP also sug-
gested that Sanskrit universities
be named after Sanskrit scholars
such as Panini.

Supporting the Bill,
Sukhendu Sekhar Ray of
Trinamool Congress (AITC)
spoke in Sanskrit and termed it
as “mother language”. Ram
Gopal Yadav of SP suggested that
there should be a provision for
students union in the three uni-
versities rather than a student
council, in which members were
nominated by the faculty.

Prashant Nanda of BJD,
who also spoke in Sanskrit, sup-
ported the bill said that the lan-
guage has scientific importance.
Kahkashan Perveen of JD(U)
also backed the bill and said that

the government should also
consider to upgrade the Sanskrit
University in Darbhanga, Bihar,
which was the second such var-
sity opened in India in 1961.

L Lakshmikanta Rao of TRS,
K K Ragesh of CPI-M and
Binoy Viswam of CPI also par-
ticipated in the debate.
Supporting the bill, V Vijayasai
Reddy of YSRCP suggested the
government ask MPs to adopt
one village in their constituency
to promote Sanskrit language.

However, M Shanmugam of
DMK opposed the bill saying
that it was against classical lan-
guages such as Tamil. Vaiko of
DMK also opposed the bill say-
ing: “If this bill is passed then not
only South Indian languages
but others like Punjabi and Odia
will be in jeopardy. He also said
that Sanskrit is a “dead language”
and Tamil is the only alive
ancient language.
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Congress leader Rahul
Gandhi on Monday raised

in Lok Sabha the issue of bad
loans and sought a list of 50 top
wilful defaulters and “stealing
of money by large number of
people” even as his party staged
a walkout protesting  that its
leader was not allowed to ask
a second supplementary on
the issue.

The Congress members
wanted Union Finance
Minister Nirmala Sitaraman
to respond to Rahul’s question
but Minister of state Anurag
Thakur answered  his query. 

The House soon witnessed
noisy scenes and a walkout by
Congress members as Rahul
was not allowed to ask a second
supplementary related to wil-
ful defaulters during the
Question Hour.

The protests came after
Speaker Om Birla announced
the end of Question Hour at
noon as the designated time for
it is 11 am to noon.

While asking the first sup-
plementary, Rahul  said he
wanted to know the list of 50
top wilful defaulters, including
funds given and the amount
written off by banks but did not
get a proper answer in the writ-

ten reply.
“The Indian economy is

going through a difficult peri-
od. Banking system is facing
difficulties, banking is failing
and many more banks are
going to fail. One of the main
reasons for the failure of banks
is stealing of bank money by a
large number of people.

“The prime minister had
said those who have stolen the
money will be brought back
and punished. But I have not
got the answer to my simple
question,” he said.

When Minister of State
for Finance Anurag Thakur
started replying to the question,
Rahul and Congress leader in
the House Adhir Ranjan
Chowdhury protested, saying
Sitharaman, who was present
in the House, should reply.

However, the Speaker said

normally the junior ministers
answer during the Question
Hour. Thakur said the Congress
was trying to put the blame on
the NDA government for irreg-
ularities committed in banks
during the previous UPA regime.

The Minister said the
Narendra Modi government
reviewed the asset quality of
banks and performance of
banks has improved to a great
extent due to various steps
taken by the Government.

“The list of all bank
defaulters above �25 lakh loans
is available on the website of the
Central Information
Commission. I have the list and
if the Chair allows me, I am
ready to table it in the House,”
he said.

Thakur said �4.8 lakh crore
defaulting loans were recovered
ever since the Modi govern-

ment came and a number of
steps were taken, including
enactment of the Fugitive
Economic Offenders Act, so
that the guilty can be punished.

Referring to the recent Yes
Bank crisis, Thakur said the
union finance minister had
already said banks are safe and
the money deposited in Yes
Bank is also safe.

He said there were many
instances of irregularities dur-
ing the UPA Government and
that include forcing bankers to
buy paintings at exorbitant
price —in an indirect reference
to Rahul Gandhi’s sister
Priyanka Vadra selling a paint-
ing to the Yes Bank founder
Rana Kapoor, who was recent-
ly arrested.

The Speaker then ended
the Question Hour and moved
to the next item of the agenda.

With this, Rahul protested
saying he should be given the
opportunity to ask the second
supplementary as is the norm.
However, the Speaker ignored
his request and continued with
the business of the House.

Congress leader  was
immediately joined by
Chowdhury and other mem-
bers. At least a dozen Congress
members rushed to the Well of
the House and started sloga-
neering saying grave injustice
has been done to Rahul. As the
Speaker continued to ignore
the protests, the Congress
members staged a walk out. 
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The Andaman & Nicobar
administration has shut all

travel and tourism related
activities in the union terri-
tory starting Monday till
March 26.

In an advisory issued on
the COVID-19 outbreak, the
health secretary of the
Andaman & Nicobar admin-
istration wrote: “In order to
prevent the outbreak of
COVID-19 in Andaman &
Nicobar Islands all tourists are
advised to refrain from trav-
elling to the islands from mid-
night March 16 to March 26.”

It has also decided to reg-
ulate the passenger occupan-
cy in the vessels of Directorate
of Shipping Services and pri-
vate operators, with effect
from March 16 to 26.  

According to a statement,
all the vessels of the
Directorate of Shipping
Services and private operators,
operating in the Mainland
Island, Inter Island, Foreshore
and Harbour ferry sector,
shall carry only Islander pas-
sengers up to 50 percent of

their carrying capacity. 
“No tourists shall be

allowed to travel by pri-
vate/Government ferries.
These measure have been ini-
tiated to avoid crowding in the
vessels and to facilitate the
passengers to maintain a safe
distance with co passengers, so
that the potential risk of
spreading infection of coron-
avirus,” it said. 

In another statement, the
Andaman & Nicobar admin-
istration has changed the
office timings of departments
in the island to avoid conges-
tion in public transport.
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Afghanistan’s peace process has
stumbled as talks between the
Government and the Taliban in
Oslo, Norway, could not begin on
March 10, as President Ashraf

Ghani’s rival, Abdullah Abdullah, held a par-
allel swearing-in ceremony on March 9, repu-
diating the results of the September 2019 elec-
tion. Abdullah had challenged the 2014 ver-
dict, too, but accepted a US-brokered deal,
wherein he was to be made Prime Minister,
but was instead given the designation of Chief
Executive Officer. In Afghanistan, observers
believe that Abdullah enjoys more support
from major political parties and players.

On March 10, the UN Security Council
unanimously recognised the Doha deal
(February 29, 2020) between the US and the
Taliban as part of “significant steps towards
ending the war” in Afghanistan and to pro-
vide “sustained support” to achieve peace
through negotiations. However, experts
observed that the Doha deal contradicts US
commitments to the internationally recog-
nised Government headed by Ghani. The res-
olution was amended to allow Beijing to pro-
mote the Belt and Road Initiative for recon-
struction of Afghanistan while Moscow
inserted a paragraph regarding “the urgent
need for all Afghan parties to counter the
world drug problem with the goal of combat-
ing traffic in opiates originating from
Afghanistan.”

Washington’s hurry to sign the deal with
the Taliban without resolving the deadlock in
Kabul does not bode well for the region. Many
have questioned the bilateral pact as the
Taliban did not renounce the Al Qaeda and
made no commitments regarding the rights
of Afghan women (the excuse for the 2001
invasion) or human rights of Afghans. The
Taliban pledged to prevent the use of
Afghanistan’s territory for terrorist attacks on
the US and “its allies” but was silent about its
bases in Pakistan, Ayman al-Zawahiri, who
escaped to Pakistan in 2001 with Osama bin
Laden and Sirajuddin Haqqani.

Excluded from the deal, President Ashraf
Ghani refused to release 5,000 Taliban pris-
oners in exchange for 1,000 Afghan
Government prisoners but later offered to
release 1,500 by the end of March and the
remaining 3,500 in groups of 500 every fort-
night after the intra-Afghan talks begin. Ghani
is demanding reduction in violence as the
Taliban continues attacks in rural areas
though it has spared cities and district head-
quarters after Mullah Abdul Ghani Baradar
had a telephonic conversation with US
President Donald Trump. Ghani also wants
all released prisoners to give a written
promise not to return to the battlefield. The
Taliban insists that all the 5,000 prisoners must
be released before talks begin.

The deal is contentious as it puts the fate
of the new Kabul Government in peril as few
expect the Taliban to settle for power-shar-
ing. Reports from Washington suggest the US
Government has “persuasive intelligence” that

the Taliban will renege on its
promises; Trump admitted on
March 6 that the Taliban could
“possibly” overrun the Afghan
Government after troops with-
draw. Pointing out that at the pin-
nacle of the Taliban power in
2000, only Pakistan, Saudi Arabia
and the United Arab Emirates
(UAE) had recognised the
regime, Brookings scholar Bruce
Riedel said President Trump’s
agreement “is strikingly reminis-
cent of Nixon administration’s
deal with North Vietnam in
1973, which excluded the South
Vietnam Government.”

Former director of National
Intelligence, John Negroponte,
observed that the deal lacked a
meaningful enforcement mech-
anism and peace between the
Afghan parties requires contin-
ued US support to the current
Government and retaining at
least some military capability in
the event of large-scale conflict.
He said the bilateral agreement
opened the door to differing
interpretations about what was
agreed, as already evident in the
prisoner exchange issue. US
Secretary of State Mike Pompeo
has admitted that the Taliban
made over 70 attacks on the
Afghan Government forces after
signing the agreement and said
the accord would not move for-
ward if the Taliban reneged on its
promises.

Some observers wonder if
complete troop withdrawal is
envisaged, as this would mean
shutting nearly 400 US and
coalition bases, including
camps, forward operating bases
and combat outposts. Given

Washington’s renewed assertion
vis-à-vis Moscow, Beijing and
Tehran, it is unlikely that it
would give up bases in
Afghanistan, the heartland of
the great game. The alleged
secret annexures to the Doha
deal possibly include retention
of bases, with passive US mili-
tary presence.

There are misgivings in
Kabul. A day before the pact was
signed, Afghan Vice President
Amrullah Saleh recalled the hor-
rors of the Taliban rule from 1996
and said people fear a return to
that medieval wasteland, which
Pakistan will use to spread its
influence across Central Asia and
against India. In the recent elec-
tions of 2019, a suicide squad
attacked his office, killing around
30 people, including two of his
nephews. Akram Gizabi, chair-
man of the World Hazara
Council, said the deal is based on
American war fatigue and
Zalmay Khalilzad is an old asso-
ciate of the Taliban from 1996,
when the US Government held
secret negotiations with the
Taliban to build oil and gas
pipelines through Afghanistan.

Currently, most analysts
believe that Pakistan’s intelli-
gence services, particularly the
Inter-Services Intelligence (ISI),
could emerge stronger if the
talks produce some kind of
power-sharing between the
Taliban and the Kabul
Government. A stronger Taliban
will quickly overwhelm the
regime and increase Pakistani
heft in the region, at least for
some time. But this could also
encourage groups like the

Tehrik-i-Taliban (Pakistani
Taliban) to try to take control of
the Pakistani State. Islamabad
could, thus, find itself riding the
proverbial tiger.

Clearly, Washington’s initia-
tive has complicated matters in
Afghanistan, in both the short
and the long term. Russia and
China have moved dexterously to
protect their interests in the
region and both can leverage
their ties with Pakistan to contain
the Taliban, if necessary.
Washington also needs Pakistan
to stabilise the region; Islamabad
will have to show smart diplo-
matic skills. Iran will lean on
Russia and China.

New Delhi cannot use
Islamabad’s good offices to estab-
lish working relations with the
Taliban, should it manage to seize
power in Kabul. The IC-814
experience is fresh in many
minds. India contributed hand-
somely to Afghanistan’s recon-
struction in the post-Taliban
years, especially towards the
rehabilitation of landmine vic-
tims. 

We have much to offer a
Government that desires infra-
structure development, trade
and extraction of the country’s
untapped mineral resources. The
invitation to be present at Doha
was not only recognition of
India’s positive contributions but
also highlighted the failure of
multilateral attempts at peace,
such as the Heart of Asia process.
India will have to watch how
events unfold in Kabul. 

(The author is a senior jour-
nalist. Views expressed are person-
al.)

#�
	)����������	���	�����
�	��
	�����
����
��	*	�����	��	��
	����	++	
���
���������	��
	������	���������	������	���


�

�	���
�	���	��	����	��
�	,-	�������	�
������
��	.����	���	��
	�
��	��	��
	������	/��
	��	����
��	�������
��	��
	��	��
	�������
�	����������
�����������	�������	���	
�
�	��	������	��
��(

�	��������	��
�
	��	�	�����
�
	����	��	�����(
�
��
	��	��
	����
���	#���	��	�
����
	��
	����(
�����	�����
�	�	%��
���
���	������	��

�����	����	���
	�����������	�������	��	
�����(
��	�������	���	�
������	0��
���	����	���
�	�
	
�
�

���
	�
�
�
	����	����
	��	��
	,--1	������	��	��
�
	����	�
	����������	�������
�����
��	��	���������	��	�
��	�
���
	��	��
	
��	��	���	��	��	���	��
	
��	���	�
	��
�����	�����	����	2������	
�������	��������	���	����
�����	��	���
�	��	���
���
�	.�
����	
�������
���	����	%��
���
���	���
	���	���
�	��	
�������
	
�������	�����(
���	#����	�������	���
�	��	�����
	����
�	���	���	�
�
������	�	���
	����	���
�
	�
�
��
��	3��	��
	%��
���
��	��	���������	��
	����
��
	��	
����
	����
�	��
��
�	�	�����	���
	�
�
����	��	��
��	����
	���
	���
��	�

�	����
�	��	��
��
	������
��	2���
	�
	����	����	)����
��	�
��
�	!����	%�����	��	�������	�������
�����	��
	����	��	����	��
	%��
���
��	��	������	��������
	��	��
	����	��	������	����

����
��	/��
��	�
���
	��	��
	����	�����	���
	�

�	���
�	�	��
��	���	��
	����	��
��
�
	����	�
	�����	�����	��	��
	)����������	�����
��	��	.�����	��
��
�	���	"���(
�����
	�
���
�	��	�
�����	�����	���	��
�	��
�
	����	�
	���
�	�����	��	�
��	*	����
��	�
������	���	�
��������	
�������	�������	��
�	��
	������	������
��	���������
����
�	���	�������	�
�����	���
	���
��	���
�	�	������
	����	#�
�
	����	�
	���(
����
�	���	��	���	�
	���
	��	������
	��
	�����
��	���	�
������������	�
���
���
	����&�	�����	��	�
	��	�����	������	2
	����	���	
��
��	������	��	�
�	��

���
�	��
�	��
	�

��	��	�������	4�
�����	��	����
	
�
�	�+	
����
	���	���
�
���
	������
�	�
�
��
�	�
���
�	����	����	��
	����	��	�	���(�����������	��
�����5

6��
�
��	����	
����
	���	���
	����	�
	�	�
������	��
�	���	��	����	���
�����	��������	������
��	��
�	/����	������	���	!�����	�����	������	���
	����

���	���
�	������	2���
	������	��������
	��	��
	���������	��	����
	���
	���

��	�����	���
�	��	���	�	���	�����	��	���	����	����	����	�
	�	��������

3	��
�����	7+-	�������	��	�	����	��	�����
���	���
����	��	����
	
��
����
	��	���(
���	��
	��
��
�	)����������	��	/����

�����	$���
	8�����
�	 ��
����	8���	���	���
���	�
�9
�	��
	������������	���������
	�
���
��
	����
��	���	���	�����	�	����	
�����	�
�(
���	��	�
���
	�
������	����
�������	2���	����
���
�	 ��
	 /����	 �����	 �����������	 ���
!
������	)���
������	:/��!);�	�����	���
�������	�������	�
����
	��	.����($�������
�
�����	���	����
��
�	�����	���(������
�(
���	�������	��
�	�
�
��
���
�	��	)�����	��

����	�
���
	�
�
�����	/�������	��
	����������	��	���������	��
�
	��	��	�
���	��	
����
(
�
��	��
�	����
�	����
���	����	���	����
�	��
	�����	�����	����������	�
���(
������	0�
�	������	�
�����
�	��	.����&�	����	��������	$�������	���	���

�	���
��
��������	���	�������
	�	�����	��
	��������	��	����
	��
	��������	��	<������

�	������	3��	$�������&�	����	���	����
�	��	.����&�	��������
	��	�	�
�
���
��
�����	���
��	=��
	��
	<��������	���������	��
	)�����	�������
	�
��������
�	����
�
���
&�	���
�	��
	���	�
��	������	��	����������	����
����	0�
�	 
���&�	$���

8�����
�	<$	/�����	>���	���	���	�

�	������	�����	��
	��	.����	���	
��(
�������	/��!)	�	���������	��	���
�	�
������	����������	����
�	��
	�
�
(���(
�
�
��
	��������	�
	���	����	���	�	����
	�����������	������	$�
���
��	������
%����	����
�	��
	����
	��	���	������&�	������	����
��	����	.���	���	����	�	����(

�	�����	�
�����
	���
�	���
�	��	�
�
�
�����
	���	�������	�
���	�����	����
��	
�
����&�	��������
�	?������
���	�
��
���
	���
�	����	���	�
��
���
	�
�(
���
��	��������	��
	������
�	�����	���
�	��	/��!)	�������	��	�����	�
	��	��

���
�	
��	��	��
	������	��
�
	��
	�
���	��	
���������	���
�	��
	�
��
�(�����
�
�
����������	��	��
	�
�����	/��!)	�������	���
	���	,-	�
�	�
��	��	��
	������	���(
�������	���	�	�������	���
��	�
�
	�����	�
	�

��	�����
�����	���	���
�
���
	��

����
	
������	/�	�	���������
�	���	�	�������	��������
��	��������	�����
��
�
��	/����	����	����	����	�������	��
��	���
���	����	��������	���	�

�	�����
�
��
�	��
	���
��
�	@����	���	)����&�	A�

�	��	���
�	�����B	�����	���	
�����(
��	�
��	��	������	�����
��
�	����	��
�
��
�	)����������	����	�
���	�
����
�	�
������	����
����	#�
	2����	6
����	>�����������	:26>;	���	�

�	�����
�	��
�
�����	��
	�
���������	���	���
�����	0����
	��
	�
����	
���
���
�	/
�����	����
����	����
���	�����
�	������
�	��	�����	��������	.����	���	���	�
��������	�����
���
	�	��
��
�	������	��	��
	�����
	�����	��������	���
�����	�����	���	�
���(
������	������	���	
�������	��������	3
���
��	����	2
��
��	�������
�	���������
���
�	��
��������
�	�
����	�
������	���	�
�����	
������
��	.����	���	��	
����

���	���	�
�����
	��	����
����
	��������
��	����	�
�����
�	����������	��	��
	�
����
*	�	��������	�����	���	�

�	������
�	�	��
	26>�	���	*	���	��
	��	��	���(
��
	��
	�
���
	��	����	����	��	��
	������	#�����	.����	���	��	
��
��
��
	��	���(
�����	����	�����
����	���
	 �����	
�
�	�
����	���	������	��
	��	��	���
����
�
���	�
�����	���������	.�	�����	.����	���	���
��	���
�	����	��	����
�	����	����
�
�
���
	������	����
�	��	��
	�����
�	)�����
	�����
	���	��
�	��
�
	.����	�
�
��
	�����	�������	�
�
���
�	
������
�	���	
�
�	��

�
�	��
	.��
���������	/����
�������
�	���	��	��	��
�	�����
	��	�
�	��
��	��	���
��
	�������	����	���
�	��	���
�����	��	
��
����
	��	��
	�
����	����	��	����	������	��	)���
�
	��������
�
/��!)	������	��
�
���
�	�
���
	�	��������	���	�
�	���������														

#�
	�
�����������	��	/��!)	������&�	���
	���
	��	�	�
��
�	���
�	���������
��	�	2����	3���	�
�����	/����	����	��	A��
	��	��
	�
���	���
����
�	�
�����B	��	��

�����	���	���
�	/��!)&�	������	���	
�������	������	��	�����	�����	�
	��
	���(
�
����
	�����
	���	����
�����	��
	�
����&�	�
�����
�	���	���
�
����	.�	�����	����
������	���������	����
�
��
�	����	���
	��
	�����������	��	/����
���	�����	 ������
:�/0� ;	��
��	�

����	�
������	��	�
�����	����
����	���	��������	��������
��
#�
�
	���	���
	���
����	�
�
���	��
�	1-	������������	
��
���	���	�
����
�����
��	����	/��!)	�������	����
��
�	������
	�����
	���	��
�
��
�	��
��	���
��
��	�	�
������	�������	%��
�	��
	�������	��	����
��	��	/����	�����	��
	/��!)
�����
	�����	����	��	�	������	����	��	�����	��������	��
	8���	%��
���
��	���
�������
���	���
�	��	��
	3�	��	3
����	.��������
	���	8����(/
������	#
�������
���	0�������	)���
������	:3.8/#0);�	��	��	����
�	�

�	��	�	�����
���	���	�
��(
���	�������
�	3
���
��	��	���	���	"���
	�
��
�	�	��

	����
	������
�
��	�
��

�
3������
���	.�����	8������	/��	=�����	#��������	3�����	���	 
����	0���
���
���
��
�	��	���
���
	$�������	��	��
	����	��	�	�����
�(�
�������	�
������	���	�����
�������	
�
����
�	���
	���	�������
�	
�����	��������	
���
��	.�	
��
���	3.8/#0)
�����	���	��	.����&�	��������	��	�������	)���
�
	���
�
���	��	��
	��������	/���
��
/��!)	�����	��
�	����	��	�	���(������
����	�
���
(��(�
���
	��������	����	�����
�
	��
�	��	�	���������	����	�����

&
�	����	��������

�������	�����
������

Sir — On March 9, Jyotiraditya
Scindia tendered his resignation
from the primary membership of
the Congress, blaming the high
command’s negligence of his
capabilities and contribution to
the party, which, he said, helped
it form the Government in his
home State of Madhya Pradesh. 

The writing, however, was on
the wall long before the Scindia
scion actually made his move. It
was evident from the beginning
that the Maharaja would not 
take the fact that he was kept
away from power roles of the
party lightly.

Unfortunately, this is a pattern
and not an isolated incident for the
Congress. It has already seen play-
ers like YSR Jaganmohan Reddy in
the south to Himanta Biswa Sarma
in the North-east, making a switch
and being voted to power there-
after. The egotism of the party’s
high command seems to be its
undoing.

The time is ripe for the
Opposition to free itself from the
clutches of a system that priori-
tises loyalists over young talent.
But if the party chooses to put its
dynastic ambition over the need

to repair the fractures within,
India might soon find itself with-
out a strong Opposition capable
of enforcing checks and balances
on the Government.

Gaurav Agarwal
Via email
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Sir — The memory of India’s loss
at the hands of Australia in the T20
World Cup final will be hard for
the team to forget. Alyssa Healy,

who made 75 runs, was dropped
on the fifth ball of the innings by
Shafali Verma off Deepti Sharma.
Beth Mooney — she made an
unbeaten 78 — was dropped on a
caught-and-bowled opportunity
by Rajeshwari Gayakwad in the

fourth over. Healy and Mooney
went on to share 115 runs in 11.5
overs for the opening wicket to
give Australia a flying start. When
will our team learn that catches
win matches?

India also got off to a dismal
start, losing the in-form opener
and tournament sensation, Shafali
Verma, in the first over. The
wickets kept on falling as Jemimah
Rodrigues, Smriti Mandhana and
the captain, Harmanpreet Kaur,
who struggled with the bat
throughout the tournament,
departed in the first six “power
play” overs. One hopes India will
learn from this loss and bounce
back at the next World Cup.

Bidyut Kumar Chatterjee
Faridabad
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Sir — The Sports Ministry has
done well to issue an advisory to
postpone sporting events. This
bodes well because there is always
a risk of the spread of Covid-19 in
large gatherings.

Shashank
Via email
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Any announcement of foreign direct invest-
ment (FDI) is normally welcome in view of
its contribution to capital formation, accel-

erating economic growth and adding to the foreign
exchange kitty. Deviating from this normal practice,
last month, the Union Minister for Commerce and
Industry, Piyush Goyal was dismissive about the
decision of the Amazon boss to bring a few billion
dollars into India. He felt that Jeff Bezos was bring-
ing money to make up for the huge loss the com-
pany was incurring in its operations in the coun-
try. Losses or gains are intrinsic to any business. So,
what was so special about the terse observation by
the Minister? 

Amazon essentially operates the “market-
place” model of e-commerce — a special dispensa-
tion carved out by the Narendra Modi Government
under which 100 per cent FDI is permitted. The
“market-place” is a platform where vendors sell their
products to consumers even as its owner (say,
Amazon) merely acts as a facilitator. 

The market-place owner books orders, raises
invoices, arranges deliveries, accepts payments, han-
dles rejections, warehousing and so on but can’t
undertake “direct selling.” Considering that the oper-
ator only provides services in lieu of a fee, there is
absolutely no question of any loss (unless the infra-
structure created by him remains idle which is clear-
ly not the case). Yet, Amazon has been incurring
huge loss. The money Bezos promised to bring is
to plug this loss, instead of adding to the stock of
capital, which is the raison d’être behind FDI. In this
backdrop, the reprimand by Goyal was not unex-
pected.  

The losses incurred by Amazon and others like
Flipkart are due to huge discounts on the products
sold on the platform as also expenses on promot-
ing exclusive brands. But discount is normally given
by the seller; this is also true of promotion. The ser-
vice provider can’t do it unless he is also masquerad-
ing as the seller. To unravel the mystery, let us look
at the 2016 guidelines. The permission for 100 per
cent FDI in the “market-place” is subject to two main
riders viz, “The entity cannot permit more than 25
per cent of total sales on its platform from one ven-
dor or its group companies. Further, it can’t direct-
ly or indirectly influence the sale price.” The devil
lies in these very conditions. 

Sans any specification as to “who the vendor is”,
a firm connected with the “market-place” (either its
subsidiary or a joint venture (JV) with an Indian
company) is eligible. In other words, each such enti-
ty could control up to 25 per cent of sales on the
platform. So, you have companies like Cloudtail -
an Amazon venture in partnership with a firm
owned by Narayan Murthy — operating as lead sell-
er on the platform.  

Thus, contrary to the real intent of the policy
which disallowed the e-commerce platform own-
ers from direct selling to individual consumers, the
fine print permitted them to do so, albeit through
a subsidiary or JV. This is precisely what the e-com-
merce majors have been doing They were operat-
ing as direct sellers, controlling inventory, giving dis-
counts and so on. But, why should they be burn-
ing cash? 

The answer lies in their attempt to capture a size-
able chunk of the market even if it means a couple
of billion dollars going down the drain. No wonder,
small traders and businesses, whom the e-commerce
platform was intended to help (as reiterated by Goyal,
time and again) have suffered heavily. This is because

the business that should have gone to the
former was, in fact, appropriated by the
latter i.e. the dominant seller owned by
itself.   

The All-India Online Vendors
Association — an umbrella organisation
of small traders — petitioned the
Competition Commission of India (CCI)
alleging abuse of market dominance
against Flipkart India Private Limited,
which is into wholesale trading/distribu-
tion of books, mobiles, computers and
related accessories and e-commerce mar-
ketplace Flipkart Internet Private Limited.
It is ironical that CCI saw nothing wrong
in this practice. 

The CCI ruled that looking at the pre-
sent market construct and structure of
online platforms in India, “It does not
appear that any one player in the market
is commanding any dominant position at
this stage of the evolution of the market.”
This was bizarre. That a few players con-
nected to the owner of “market-place” are
dominating the platform is visible even to
the common man, yet the regulator
thought otherwise.  

The National Company Law
Appellate Tribunal (NCLAT) has rightly
quashed the CCI ruling and ordered a
probe. In another complaint filed on
January 13 by the traders’ body Delhi
Vyapar Mahasangh (DVM) alleging anti-
competitive behaviour by Amazon Seller
Services and Flipkart Internet, the CCI had
ordered a probe. But the investigation has
been stayed by the High Court of
Karnataka for two months. 

Meanwhile, in a public interest litiga-
tion (PIL) filed by the Retailers Association
of India (RAI) in early 2018 alleging vio-
lation of norms for FDI in e-commerce,
the Enforcement Directorate (ED) had
even informed the Delhi High Court
(DHC) on October 31, 2018, that it was

investigating violation of the Foreign
Exchange Management Act (FEMA)
against Amazon et al. But the proceedings
are stuck due to the lackadaisical attitude
of agencies and the court.   

The judicial proceedings may take
long to conclude. But prima facie e-com-
merce majors can’t get away from the fact
that they have violated the spirit behind
the policy on FDI in the “market-place.”
They are also acting as dominant sellers
on the platform and disingenuous bureau-
crats have allowed them to do so by suit-
ably crafting policy details.    

A clarification issued on December
26, 2018 has not materially altered the
position on ground zero. It says, “The
owner of market-place or its subsidiary or
its JV with Indian company can’t have
ownership of the seller. A seller/firm on
the platform can’t source more than 25 per
cent of its inventory from a firm connect-
ed with the latter.” 

The “market-place” owner can get
around both, first by having less than 50
per cent shareholding in the seller firm and
arguing he has no control (albeit major-
ity) over the latter and second with its
wholesale arm continuing supplies to the
seller but within the 25 per cent thresh-
old. The current state of affairs is doing
no good to any stakeholder, be it foreign
investors, small traders or consumers.
Even as small traders are losing heavily,
Amazon et al have a Damocles’ sword
hanging over them for all time and the
consumer, though a beneficiary current-
ly, will pay heavily in the medium to long-
term, as Indian retail gets increasingly
cartelised by a few players. The very idea
of attracting FDI vide the “market-place”
is flawed. The Government wants to have
the cake and eat it too. It wants foreign
majors to invest heavily in infrastructure
for procurement, handling, warehousing,

delivery and so on (only to help small
traders) but not allow them to sell. 

With no permission for “direct sell-
ing”, no foreign entity would invest. Yet,
if Amazon et al came, that is because they
were allowed to sell albeit through the
“back-door.” But when there was backlash
from small traders, the Commerce
Minister was forced to talk of action
against these foreign companies. 

The Government is caught between
the devil and the deep blue sea. If it does-
n’t take any decisive action against
Amazon et al, the wrath of small traders
will snowball and could cost it political-
ly in the State elections. On the other hand,
if it acts then, it will tantamount to “ret-
rospective” change of policy (with refer-
ence to what is written in the fine print)
and affect its image as a good investment
destination. But allowing things to linger
on will only worsen the situation. It should
take a clear-cut stance.             

The Government should shun the
“market-place” model and allow 100 per
cent FDI in retail, both online and offline
(at present, 51 per cent FDI is allowed in
offline retail but that is subject to too many
riders. That is as bad as barring FDI). This
will fully legitimise the operations of
Amazon et al, who are already in direct
selling and preserve India’s global image.
At the same time, permitting 100 per cent
FDI in offline will create a level playing
field for brick-and-mortar retail outlets. 

It will help small traders by leading to
all-round development of infrastructure
and offering a wide range of choice for
sourcing products. They can and will co-
exist with foreign majors. It will be pro-
consumer in the long-run with many play-
ers catering to their needs at
competitive/affordable prices.

(The writer is a New Delhi-based pol-
icy analyst)
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The bugle for the 2021 Tamil
Nadu (TN) Assembly election
was sounded on March 11 by

none other than the superstar of
Tamil movies Rajinikanth, who is
being seen as a rallying point for all
non-All India Anna Dravida
Munnetra Kazhagam (AIADMK) and
non-Dravida Munnetra Kazhagam
(DMK) parties in the State. Though
Rajinikanth is yet to announce the
name or programmes of his yet-to-be-
launched political outfit, the promo-
tional teaser he presented before fans
and loyalists evoked a positive response

from his well-wishers and critics. 
When he made his political ambi-

tion known on December 31, 2017,
there were many who doubted
whether the actor was serious. Spiritual
politics was something beyond the
comprehension of an average Tamilian,
who grew up watching the Dravida
Maya (the illusion of being part of a
make-believe world of Dravidianism)
propagated by EV Ramasamy Naicker
and CN Annadurai whom the later day
politicians described as Thanthai
Periyaar and Perariyaar (Tamil for
great father and father). 

TN is yet to recover from the
shock of the demise of Jayalalithaa on
December 5, 2016. The vacuum was
further aggravated by the departure of
M Karunanidhi, the DMK founder in
August 2017. Jayalalithaa and
Karunanidhi were the pillars of State
politics and their exit has led to an
irreparable loss to both the parties. The
truth is that both the AIADMK and
the DMK don’t have leaders who could
match the stature of Amma
(Jayalalithaa’s followers addressed her
as mother) and Dr Kalaignar (ultimate

artist), as Karunanidhi wanted people
to address him. It is at this juncture
Rajinikanth is entering the arena.
Though another star Kamal Haasan
tested the political waters in the State,
his Makkal Neethi Meiam party was
submerged by the giant tidal waves of
the two Dravidian parties in the 2019
Lok Sabha election. 

“The problem with Kamal Haasan
is that he is not clear in his ideology
or programmes. One need not be a
good orator but should have the capa-
bility to make his followers understand
what he stands for,” says Sam Rajappa,
veteran journalist.   

It is to this world of uncertainty
that Rajinikanth made an entry with
his brand of spiritual politics. He made
it clear that professional politicians
(numbering more than 50,000 each in
the AIADMK and the DMK) would
not have any place in his political sys-
tem. “We will run the Government and
the party with a minimum number of
people. Party workers are needed
only at the time of elections. Once we
do away with thousands of party
posts across the State, corruption will

die a natural death,” says the actor
while explaining his party’s ideology.
It is a strange coincidence that this has
similarities to what was proposed by
Prime Minister Narendra Modi (min-
imum government and maximum
governance). Legal luminary Nani
Palkhivala used to cite “too much gov-
ernment and too little governance” as
the main reasons behind India’s back-
wardness in his speeches and writings.
For the first time in TN’s history, a
would-be politician has come out
stating that the Chief Minister (CM)
and Ministers should be from among
the people. Rajinikanth declared that
he would not be the CM because he
is not cut out for the job. This is some-
thing which has gone down well with
the people of TN who have seen pol-
itics as a dog-eat-dog world where
friends turn foes and long-time rivals
come together to consolidate power. 

People will fall in line when
Rajinikanth names the chief ministe-
rial candidate and extend their support
to the latter. The party head, who in
all probability would be the actor him-
self, will be the de-facto Leader of

Opposition because a committee head-
ed by the former would act as a watch-
dog to ensure transparency, simplici-
ty and honesty of the Government and
governance. 

Cynics may say this won’t work in
India and will point to the Manmohan
Singh-Sonia Gandhi arrangement
during the 2004 to 2014 tenure of the
UPA Government. Well, it functioned
well. Sonia wanted a servile Prime
Minister and Manmohan proved to be
the right person for the job. But
Rajinikanth is no Sonia and he would
never opt for a Manmohan.   

Rajinikanth also declared that 50
per cent of the party candidates would
be people below the age of 50 with
sound educational qualifications and
the remaining seats would be allocat-
ed to professionals and retired bureau-
crats. For some, this may sound like
an Utopian concept but it is time for
a change in the political ecosystem of
TN which has been  incapacitated by
the  stale Dravidian ideology. 

While conventional politicians
expressed their reservations about
Rajinikanth’s way of thinking, he

found support and encouragement
from the most unlikely source.
Subramanian Swamy, the BJP leader
who has been a critic of the cinema and
drama-based politics of TN was the
first to extend a hand of cooperation
to the actor. “Rajinikanth has come of
age and has started thinking different-
ly from conventional politicians. His
spiritual politics has imbibed energy
from Indian heritage and culture and
this will bring TN back to the nation-
al mainstream. The spiritual politics he
speaks about is nothing but the
Hindutva way of life and the State’s
future lies in this ideology,” says
Swamy who reveals that he does not
know what awaits the BJP in the State.

Rajinikanth earned the goodwill
of the people when he spoke against
the Dravidian ideology of insulting
Hindu gods and goddesses. While
addressing the Tughlaq magazine’s
anniversary recently, he came down
heavily on Ramasamy Naicker for gar-
landing pictures of Lord Rama and Sita
with slippers. Naicker, who is por-
trayed as a  revolutionary leader by the
Dravidians, stood only for the rights

of the intermediate castes. There is no
need to look further to find the root
cause of the honour killings in TN
despite more than 50 years of
Dravidian rule. The AIADMK and the
DMK share between them 60 per cent
of the votes. The remaining 40 per cent
is split between fringe groups, includ-
ing the Congress and the BJP. The
Congress which ruled the State till
1967 has become servile to the DMK
and the BJP is yet to take root here.
Though the Paattali Makkal Katchi
(PMK), a political outfit launched by
the Vanniyar community, gave hope of
a refreshing change with its out-of-the-
box ideas, the party is yet to make
major inroads. There is no dearth of
fringe groups and leaders  in TN but
they are all riding on the shoulders of
the DMK or the AIADMK. Well,
Rajinikanth speaks of a welcome
change and the idea he proposes
looks encouraging and inspiring. But
as the saying goes the proof of the pud-
ding is in the eating. Over to the vot-
ers!

(The writer is Special
Correspondent, The Pioneer)
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Tamil Nadu Government is
leaving no stones un-

turned to fortify the State from
the COVID-19 virus, respon-
sible for the spread of corona
virus. 

The Government issued a
special notification late Sunday
authorising the district collec-
tors and superintendents of
police in the districts sharing
borders with the neighboring
States to check, regulate and
control the intra-State and
inter-State travel by people.

The office order named

COVID-19 Preventive
Strategies has empowered State
officials to forcibly hospitalise
or isolate any person suspect-
ed to have come in contact with
infected persons or places. The
district collectors are empow-
ered to seal a geographical
area itself , if cases of COVID-
19 are reported from the 
area.

Dr C Vijayabaskar, Tamil
Nadu Minister of Health, asked
people on Monday to restrict
their movements to other States
like Kerala, Karnataka and
Andhra Pradesh. “We will have
health officials including doc-
tors and para-medical staff

monitoring the border check
points, railway stations, air
ports and other entry spots to
the State,” said Dr Vijayabaskar
while addressing a specially
convened Press briefing at
Chennai on Monday. The min-
ister said everything was under
control and there was no need
to panic.

The COVID-19 Preventive
Strategies empower State
Government officials to
forcibly hospitalize  or isolate
those who had travelled to
any country or area, where
COVID-19 has been reported
in the last 28 days and those
who had a history of coming in

contact with anyone suspected
or confirmed to be carrying
COVID - 19. The order
empowers the officials to hos-
pitalize such persons for a
period of 14 days or till the lab
test results.

Colleges and Private
Universities in Tamil Nadu
have started rescheduling their
summer holidays in view of the
Corona Virus threat, SRM
Institute of technology and
Velore Institute of technology
were the first institutions to
declare holidays ahead of the
summer vacation.

Meanwhile, a section of the
Islamic organizations which

were on an agitation against the
Citizenship Amendment Act
brought in by the Centre
declared on Monday that they
were calling off all the rallies,
sit-ins and demonstrations
demanding the withdrawal of
the Act. But Tamil Nadu
Thowheed Jamaath , declared
that it would go ahead with its
agitations as scheduled.

P. Abdul Rahman, vice
president, Tamil Nadu
Thowheed Jamaath, told that
his organization was in the
forefront of the agitation
against CAA and continued to
be so irrespective of the Corona
virus threat. “From March 18,

we will launch a Jail Bharo agi-
tation demanding the passing
of a resolution against NPR in
the Tamil Nadu Assembly.
“Lakhs of Muslims would join
us in the agitation from 36
places in the State . Our agita-
tion would continue till the
Government of India with-
draws the CAA,” Rahman told
The Pioneer.  

But earlier in the day,
Revenue Minister RB
Udhayakumar said in the
Assembly that there was no
going back in the State
Government’s decision not to
adopt any resolution against the
CAA in the House. 

Mumbai: Authorities in
Maharashtra, which  has reg-
istered the highest number of
coronavirus positive cases in
India, have decided to close
some prominent tourist and
religious attractions as a 
precautionary measure.

The world-famous Ajanta
and Ellora caves near
Aurangabad, the popular
Siddhivinayak temple in
Mumbai and the Tuljabhawani
temple in Osmanabad district
would remain closed in view of
the coronavirus situation in the
state, officials said.

Entry restrictions to
Mantralaya, the state secre-
tariat in south Mumbai which
sees thousands of visitors daily,
will also be in force, Public
Health Minister Rajesh Tope
said.

The State Government,
which had announced closure
of urban schools and colleges,
has now decided to extend the
measure in rural areas also, the
minister said.

Schools and colleges in
rural Maharashtra will remain
closed till March-end due to
coronavirus situation, Tope
told reporters.

Four new cases of novel
coronavirus infection have
been detected in Maharashtra,
taking the State tally to 37 on
Monday.

Of the four cases, three
were reported from Mumbai
and one from Navi Mumbai, a
State Government official 
said.

"The total number of 
coronavirus positive cases
increased to 37," he said. PTI 
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A25-year-old woman, whose
husband in Bengaluru is

hospitalised with coronavirus,
has tested positive for COVID-
19 here, three days after she fled
from a hospital without
informing authorities, officials
said on Monday.

So far, there have been
seven positive cases in the Taj
city and five of the patients have
recovered from the novel virus
while two, including this
woman, are under treatment,
the Health Department officials

said.
Around 20 people related

to these two patients have been
quarantined for observation
and in order to check the
spread of the virus, they added.

According to the officials,
this woman and her husband
returned from their honey-
moon in Europe earlier this
month and landed in Mumbai.
From there they went to
Bengaluru, where her hus-
band, who works for an IT
company, tested positive for
coronavirus and was hospi-
talised. 

Jaipur: A combination of two
anti-HIV drugs has proved
crucial in the treatment of
coronavirus positive cases, a
senior official of the Rajasthan
Government said.   

Additional Chief Secretary
(Medical and Health) Rohit
Kumar Singh said the patients'
condition improved after they
were administered the anti-
HIV drugs.   Three of the four
patients in the State have now
been declared coronavirus-
free. Singh said the first two
patients tested positive for the
virus were an Italian couple.

"Their symptoms were flu-
like so they were initially given

anti-malaria and anti-swine
flu drugs," he said. 

"All this while, our doctors
were in touch with the Indian
Council of Medical Research
and the Drug Controller
General of India. Since the
structure of coronavirus is sim-
ilar to that of HIV to some
extent, so they tried a combi-
nation of the two anti-HIV
drugs," he added.  "It appears
it (combination of drugs) is
working because three patients
have recovered. Good thing is
that all the three patients are
elderly and the successful result
of the drug on patients of such
age is a big thing," he said.   PTI

Thrissur: Four people have
been arrested  for allegedly
locking up a couple, who were
in self- quarantine following
the COVID-19 scare, in their flat
in an apartment complex here,
police said on Monday.

The elderly couple, who
had returned from Saudi Arabia
on Sunday, had undergone
screening at the airport and did
not have any symptoms of coro-
navirus, they said.  "The couple
found their door locked up
from outside and informed the
police. The residents association
members took the extreme step
of confining the couple to the flat
and pasting a sticker related to
coronavirus on their door. That
is not the right way. We have reg-
istered a case," police said. PTI

Kottayam (Kerala): With Kerala on high alert
for coronavirus, foreign tourists visiting God's
Own Country are finding it difficult to get
accommodation and move around, prompt-
ing the Government to disapprove of such acts
and ask people not to see every foreigner as a
COVID-19 carrier.

With two people, including a UK nation-
al, testing positive for coronavirus on Sunday,
the number of those affected in the state has
risen to 21 as the Government began a "break
the chain" initiative to prevent spread of the
virus.

It has also launched intensified medical
check up at border areas for people entering
the state by rail and road.

Amid the stepped up preventive measures,
several cases of foreigners being 'denied' trav-
el in public transport systems and stay in hotels
have been reported in the past few days from
various parts of the state, a major attraction
for travellers with its picturesque locales and
enchanting backwaters. PTI

Patna: Bihar Chief Minister
Nitish Kumar on Monday
announced that the State
Government will bear all
expenses of the treatment of any
patient who tests positive for
coronavirus in the State.

Making a statement to the
effect on the floor of the
Assembly, Kumar said the treat-
ment cost will be provided
from the Chief Minister's relief
fund. He also said that in the
event of any death caused by the
disease in the state, the next of
kin of each deceased will get �4
lakh as compensation.

The chief minister also
spoke about the measures being
taken to prevent the spread of
the pandemic in the state, where
nobody has so far tested posi-
tive for the virus.

These included closure of
educational institutions, cine-

mas and public parks till March
31. He said Group C and Group
D personnel of all government
departments have been asked to
report for duty on alternate days
in order to prevent crowding on
office premises.

Speaking on the last day of
the Budget session, which was
scheduled to end on March 31
but was cut short in view of the
pandemic, Kumar said "inten-
sive screening" of people was
being carried out at transit
points.

"Those with symptoms are
being quarantined at govern-
ment expenses for the stipulat-
ed period of time. Medical
infrastructure is also being
strengthened to facilitate early
detection and hospitals are
being equipped with addition-
al ventilators and isolation
wards," he added. PTI 
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Even as corona scare gripped
Bengal, Chief Minister

Mamata Banerjee on Monday
extended the corona leave—
that many called CL —in all
schools and colleges till April 15
besides announcing �200 crore
fund to tackle any future out-
break that the State still had for-
tunately managed to evade.

In sync with the
Government decision the State
Election Commission post-
poned the civic elections “per-
haps till the first week of June.”
The Kolkata Municipal
Corporation too followed suit
closing down all the KMC

owned theatres and entertain-
ment halls.

The Chief Minister who
had on Sunday announced a
corona-propelled holiday till
March 31 on Monday extend-
ed it by another 15 days “con-
sidering the gravity of the sit-
uation and the havoc it is cre-
ating in many European coun-
tries.”

All board and university
examinations save the Higher
Secondary (Class XII) exams
which has already started a cou-
ple of days ago have been post-
poned till further notice.

“We are creating a �200
crore fund to tackle this crisis,”
Ms Banerjee said citing how

“around 3.24 lakh people have
been screened in Bengal and we
are keeping a close watch on
5,590 of them.”

Till now there have been no
positive cases in the state, she
added saying the State was act-
ing as per World Health
Organisation and Central
Government guidelines. Border
management — including the
one with Bangladesh and other
States — was being done with
utmost sincerity she said.

“Bengal has border not
only with Bangladesh which is
taken care of by the Border
forces but also other States and
the North East… and even
China is two hours from Bengal
so we are extremely cautious
about this and want to take no

chances,” she said. 
On municipal elections she

said “we know that political
process is necessary and elec-
tions are a priority but at this
point safety of human life is
more important so we from the
Government requested the SEC
to see whether the polls can be
postponed,” Banerjee said
reminding that “Bengal is a
densely populated area with a
large population… So it is bet-
ter to take precautionary mea-
sures before hand.”

By late afternoon State
Election Commissioner Sourav
Das who chaired an all-party
meeting announced postpone-
ment of elections though he
would not give any date. “We
have met all the parties and

everyone has agreed that there
is a need to postpone the elec-
tions,” he said. When asked to
provide a tentative date for the
polls he said “we shall review
the situation after March 31.”

Inside sources however said
that the polls may not be held
before first week June consid-
ering the ruling Trinamool
Congress’ sensitivityto the
month of Ramzan which falls
during April-May. “It is not that
polls have not been held during
Ramzan on earlier occasions
but this Government has pre-
ferred not to hold elections dur-
ing that period considering
Muslim sentiments,” an official
said adding “polls are most like-
ly to get pushed back till the first
week of June.”
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Jammu & Kashmir Government  on
Monday scaled up their efforts to con-

tain the spread of coronavirus cases by
shutting down hotels in famous tourist
resort of Patnitop in Udhampur district.
Large number of pilgrims/tourists visit
the area after performing pooja in the
cave shrine of Shri Mata Vaishno 
Devi. 

According to the daily bulletin
released by the Ministry of Health and
Family Welfare, so far three cases have
tested positive, while as reports of six
cases are awaited in Jammu & Kashmir.   

Meanwhile, the Jammu & Kashmir
High Court Monday issued a circular
restricting the functioning in both of its
Jammu and Srinagar wings to urgent mat-
ters only.

According to the circular, function-

ing in both the wings of the High Court
from March 16, 2020 to March 31, 2020
shall be restricted to urgent matters.  

The Government had already ordered
shutdown of shopping malls, multiplex-
es, restaurants, clubs, gyms, spas, educa-
tional institutions, and denied permission
to various organisations to hold dharnas,
run community kitchens, protest demon-
strations to check assembly of large
number of people at one place.

On its part Shri Mata Vaishno Devi
Shrine board authorities had also issued
an advisory to the NRIs/ foreigners and
other visitors not to visit the Shrine for
28 days after landing in India as a pre-
cautionary measure against Coronavirus.

The domestic visitors having symp-
toms like cough, heavy fever and breath-
ing problems also advised to reschedule
or postpone their visit to the Holy
Shrine, the advisory said.
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The Maharashtra
Government on Monday

scaled up  measures to combat
the spread of Coronavirus in the
State by allocating �45 crore for
six revenue divisions in the
State and postponing the local
body polls by three months,
even as the total number of
Covid-19 cases rose to 39 in the
State.

After reviewing the situa-
tion arising out of the spread of
Coronavirus in the State with
the divisional commissioners
and collectors across the State
through video-conferencing,
Chief Minister Uddhav
Thackeray announced that
those who were under 100 per
cent self quarantine at their

homes would be stamped on
their left hands, so that they
could be identified.

The State Government’s
decision to tag the patients
who have been put under 100
per cent quarantine at their
homes came in the wake of
seven patients with symptoms
of Coranavirus fleeing from
isolation wards in the
Ahmednagar Civil Hospital and
the Mayo Hospital in Nagpur
over the weekend.

The patients who had fled
the hospitals have returned to
the two hospitals. “In the wake
of the two hospital fleeing inci-
dents, the state government has
taken steps to secure public
quarantine facilities to prevent
patients from leaving again.
The local police will carry out

regular checks on patients who
have been quarantined them-
selves at home,” Uddhav said.

Having invoked the
Epidemics Disease Act, 1897,
the state government is attempt-
ing to to establish testing and
quarantine in private hospitals
if required, take punitive action
against those who violate quar-
antine rules and restrict access
to geographical areas to control
the outbreak of Coronavirus.

In Mumbai alone, there are
more than 500 persons are in
self-quarantine.

The Chief Minister said
that the State Government had
made available television set,
carom boards and food at pub-
lic quarantine centres.

With six more fresh positive
cases, the total number of pos-
itive Covid-19 rose to 39 in the
state. While Pune and the
neighbouring Pimpri-
Chinchwad accounted for a
maximum of 16 cases, the

break-up of positive
Coronavirus cases elsewhere in
the state was: Mumbai-6,
Nagpur-4, Yavatmal-3, Panvel-
1, Kalyan-3, Navi Mumbai-3,
Thane-1, Ahmednagar-1 and
Aurangabad-1.

Addressing a news confer-
ence in Mumbai, the chief min-
ister announced a host of mea-
sures, including the closure of
schools in the rural areas,
restrictions religious and polit-
ical events that contribute to
crowds, postponement of local
body polls by three months and
made an allocation of �45 crore
as disaster relief for five revenue
divisions. The disaster relief
allocation made comprised: �15
crore for Konkan, �10 for Pune
revenye division, �5 crore each
to the revenue divisions of
Nagpur, Amravati, Aurangabad
and Nashik.    Making a fervent
plea to the people in combating
Coronavirus, Uddhav said:
“Patients may have been affect-

ed by Covid 19, but they should
not be treated as criminals.
They will be treated with utmost
empathy while taking into con-
sideration their psychological
needs. It is important to main-
tain a humane approach."

The chief minister under-
scored the need for initiating
measures aimed at the safety of
the population. “It is essential
for the district level officials
need to communicate the same
effectively and provide public
sanitation facilities equipped
with essentials like sanitizer,
soap and water supply,” he said.

Uddhav said that as part of
the effort to prevent large gath-
erings at religious places,  the
authorities were denying per-
missions to such events  "We
have asked the officials at the
district levels to prevent regular
gatherings at religious institu-
tions of all faiths

"People can take part in
large gatherings and festivals

once the threat has passed.
Safeguarding human life is the
topmost priority right now.
This rule, however, does not
apply to daily prayers at places
of worship. However, we have
requested that the places of
religious worship restrict the
presence of worshippers for
some time," a news release put
out by the chief minister’s office
said.  

Meanwhile, the
Maharashtra Government
announced that the Universities
in the state had decided to
postpone exams till 31 March.

“After risk assessments, the
Higher & Technical Ministry
has decided to postpone all
university exams, in its juris-
diction, to a date later than 31st
March, 2020 All educational
institutes must therefore observe
a complete temporary closure
till further notice,” Maharashtra
Minister Aditya Thackeray
tweeted.
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Bengaluru: Accusing parties
opposing CAA of  trying to
convert it into a political issue
to create confusion among the
public, the RSS said on Monday
it was the duty of the ruling
party and the Government to
clear the air.

RSS General Secretary
Suresh Joshi said repeated
appeals by Prime Minister
Narendra Modi and Home
Minister Amit Shah to politi-
cal parties to “understand” the
Citizenship Amendment Act
had not yielded a positive
response.

He called on the political
parties to come together on
issues of national interest.

“Unfortunately the nation-
al issue has became political.
Any country in their national
interest- to take care of its cit-
izens, prepare the list of its cit-
izens, and no outsiders should
be allowed to stay after a cer-
tain period, there are limita-
tions...But unfortunately on

the national issues- for politi-
cal reasons- leaders of political
parties are trying to create
confusion in society,” Joshi
said.

Speaking to reporters here,
he said the Prime Minister
and Home minister have
appealed to political parties to
understand the CAA, but those
who want to create confusion
and chaos in the country were
“misguiding” the people.

He said all political parties
should honestly think about it
and cooperate with the govern-
ment and also try to clear their
confusion.

“...Everyone has the right to
oppose (if) something is not cor-
rect for the nation and say it
should not be implemented.
But whatever is in the interest of
the nation everybody should try
to understand and support it,” he
added.     Joshi addressed the
press in the backdrop of the
Akhila Bharatiya Karyakari
Mandali baitak held here on

March 14.
RSS' highest decision mak-

ing body, the Akhil Bharatiya
Pratinidhi Sabha (ABPS), was
scheduled to meet from March
15- 17 here, but was called off
due to COVID-19 concerns.

Asked if RSS would direct-
ly involve itself against the pro-
paganda opposing CAA and
NRC, Joshi said the Sangh
directly is not involved in it, but
there are several organisations
that support the movement in its
favour and naturally its swayam-
sevaks are supporting them.

Stating that the forces sup-
porting CAA are huge, he said
all political parties should come
together for a dialogue regard-
ing this.      “BJP as a ruling
party has to take some initia-
tive to initiate a dialogue....
The Home Minister and Prime
Minister have appealed to the
political parties to come and try
to understand, but I don't
think there is a positive
response,” he added. PTI
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After a treacherous wait of
more than 30 long years, a

special TADA (Terrorists and
Disruptive Activities Act)
Court in Jammu on Monday
framed charges against Yasin
Malik, a Kashmiri separatist
and Chief of banned Jammu &
Kashmir Liberation Front
(JKLF) and six others alleged-
ly involved in  'gruesome'
killing of four IAF personnel in
Srinagar on January 25, 1990.

Squadron Leader Ravi
Khanna along with three other
IAF personnel were allegedly
killed by JKLF terrorists lead by
Yasin Malik in Rawalpora area
of Srinagar. 

Out of the seven accused
in the case, five of them were
produced in person in the
TADA court while Yasin Malik
and another accused  Showkat
Bakshi appeared via video-
conferencing from their respec-
tive jails in Tihar and
Ambedkar Nagar.

The charges were framed
under section 302, 307 RPC,
section3 (3) and section 4(1) of
TADA Act, 1987 and section
7/27 of Arms Act 1959, section
120-B of RPC.  

The court room in Jammu
also witnessed some chaos
while charges were being read
out to the accused.  Yasin
Malik and all others,waiting
since morning, pleaded not
guilty and sought trial. The
next date of hearing in the case
has been fixed on March 30.

Earlier on Saturday, decks
were cleared to frame charges

against the seven accused when
special Judge in its order had
observed there was enough
prima-facie evidence for pros-
ecuting Malik for involvement
in the killing of the IAF offi-
cials.

Yasin Malik, currently
lodged in Tihar jail, is also fac-
ing trial for the kidnapping of
Rubaiyya Sayeed, daughter of
then Union Home Minister
Mufti Mohammed Sayeed in
December 1989.

69 year old Shalini Khanna,
fighting for justice for last
three decades on behalf of her
martyred husband, Squadron
Leader Ravi Khanna, is keen-
ly awaiting outcome of the
case.

When the trial in the case
began after a long gap in
September 2019, she had told
reporters at her residence in
Jammu, “I had taken a pledge
to fight this battle till my last
breath.Now i leave it to the wis-
dom of Judges  to punish the
killers of my husband as per
law of the land”.

Referring to the reopening
of murder case against  Yasin
Malik, responsible for killing
her husband and three other
IAF personnel on January 25,
1990, Shalini Khanna had told
reporters , “if the government
has decided to reopen the case
i think they are going to deliv-
er justice”.  

Agartala: The Tripura
Government on Monday
promised all help to the parents
of a woman, whose charred
body was found in a paddy field
three days ago.

State Education Minister
and Cabinet spokesperson
Ratan Lal Nath, who visited the
parents at their residence in
Rangacherra village of the dis-
trict on Sunday, also said justice
would be meted out in the case
at the earliest.

“We would take all mea-
sures to ensure that the culprit
does not go unpunished.  We
want exemplary punishment
for the perpetrator....” the BJP
MLA told reporters on Monday.

The charred body of a 23-
year-old woman was found at a
paddy field in West Tripura dis-
trict on Friday, with the victim's
father alleging that a neighbour,
a driver by profession, raped and
burnt his daughter to death.

Based on a complaint filed
by the family, the accused was
arrested and presented before a
local court, which remanded
him in police custody on
Sunday. Meanwhile, Opposition
CPI(M) on Monday sought a
judicial inquiry into the inci-
dent, claiming that attempts
were being made to hush up the
matter.

“This is a ghastly killing, but
there is this strange attempt to
suppress the crime.
Investigation is going on at a
snail's space.... We demand a
judicial inquiry into the inci-
dent,” Gautam Das, the state sec-
retary  PTI

Aligarh (UP):With tensions
after the death of a youth
injured in a protest over the
amended citizenship law
appear to be subsiding, shops
and other business establish-
ments opened in the old city
areas here on Monday.

Shops and business estab-
lishments in Upperkot, Babri
Mandi and Turkman Gate
areas had remained closed for
the past two days following the
death of Mohammad Tariq
Munawwar (22), who had suf-
fered gunshot injuries during
the violent protest against the
Citizenship Amendment Act
(CAA) on February 23.

Security at sensitive spots
in the old city here was beefed
up after the youth died on
Friday night at Jawaharlal
Nehru Medical College and
Hospital in Aligarh Muslim
University (AMU).

Aligarh Zone DIG
Preetendra Singh on Monday
said security arrangements will

continue as a precautionary
measure and praised the role
played by Tariq's family in
defusing the tensions.

He said they received full
cooperation from the family in
defusing the tensions, which
were palpable after Tariq's
death.

On Friday night, the dis-
trict authorities, along with
the AMU authorities, had
made special arrangements for
the youth's funeral at the
AMU's private cemetery.

Tariq's funeral took place
early on Saturday morning.

DIG Preetendra Singh said
Sub-Inspector Kapil Kumar,
posted at Babri Mandi, has
been suspended for negligence
in connection with incidents of
violence on February 23.

The DIG said the video
evidence of the entire sequence
of events is being collected by
the special investigation team
and no guilty person will be
spared. PTI

Banda: A girl was allegedly
raped by three men in a village
in Chilla area of Uttar Pradesh's
Banda district, police said on
Monday.

Circle officer (Banda Sadar)
Raghvendra Singh said the girl,
aged 15, was allegedly gang-
raped on Sunday afternoon.
The girl had gone to draw water
from a handpump when a man
forcibly took her to a lonely
house, where he and his two
accomplices allegedly raped her.
]

The girl narrated the inci-
dent to her family members after
reaching home, the CO said.
Based on the complaint lodged
by the girl, a case has been reg-
istered against the three men
under various sections of the
Indian Penal Code (IPC) and
provisions of the Protection of
Children from Sexual Offences
(POCSO) Act, police said.

Singh said the three accused
are absconding and efforts are
on to nab them. PTI 
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In a move that would result
into better health resources

in the country, the Medical
Council of India's Board of
Governors has approved
increasing post graduate med-
ical seats for MD and MS pro-
grammes by more than 4,800 to
36,192 for the next academic
session, a top official said on
Monday.

BoG Chairman and Niti
Aayog member VK Paul said
the increase is more than the
total number of additional
seats created in the past five
years.

“So, as a result, in the new
academic session counselling,
36,192 PG medical seats
(MD/MS, broad speciality) will
be available,” Paul said.

Paul also said the capaci-
ty expansion would improve
tertiary care in the country.

“In 2020-21 academic ses-
sion, approximately 44,000 post
graduate medical seats (36,192
MD/MS seats and 8,000
DNB/FNB seats) will be avail-
able for 54,000 undergraduate
MBBS pass outs,” he said.

MS is the post graduate
degree in general surgery, while
MD is the post graduate degree
in general medicine.

Continuing the focus on
creation of healthcare infra-
structure, the government had
earlier approved establishment
of 58 medical colleges to be
attached with existing district
and referral hospitals under
phase I of the scheme and 24
institutes under the second
phase.

Of the 58 medical colleges
approved under the first phase
of the scheme, 39 have already
started functioning and the
rest would be made operational
by 2020-2021.
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New Delhi: The Supreme
Court on Monday rejected
anticipatory bail pleas of civil
rights activists Gautam
Navlakha and Anand
Teltumbde in connection with
the Bhima Koregaon violence
case, saying it cannot be said
that no prima facie case is made
out.

A bench of Justices Arun
Mishra and MR Shah while dis-
missing the anticipatory bail
pleas of Navlakha and
Teltumbde said their petitions
cannot be maintained in view
of the bar contained in 43D(4)
of the Unlawful Activities
(Prevention) Act (UAPA),
1967.

Section 43D(4) of the
UAPA bars grant of anticipa-
tory bail to a person accused of
having committed an offence
punishable under this Act.
“The special leave petitions
are, accordingly, dismissed.
However, since the protection
has been enjoyed by the peti-
tioners approximately for one-
and-a-half years, three weeks
time from today is granted to
them to surrender. The peti-
tioners shall surrender their
passport forthwith with the
investigation agency/officer,”
the bench said. During
the hearing, senior advocate
Kapil Sibal, appearing for
Teltumbde, said that the

offence under section 120B of
IPC is not laid down in the FIR
and contended that some doc-
uments which the Maharashtra
Police recovered was from
another person's computer.

He said that these docu-
ments are not even emails so as
to justify their credibility.

Senior advocate Abhishek
Manu Singhvi, appearing for
Navlakha, said that UAPA
charges were added in the sec-
ond FIR in June 2018 and his
client has not been named or
any role assigned to him in the
second FIR. PTI
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Uttar Pradesh has got back
its lost prestige in the past

three years of the BJP rule,
Chief Minister Yogi Adityanath
claimed here on 
Monday.

“UP has regained its lost
prestige in the past three years.
Our Government has success-
fully implemented schemes
launched by the Narendra
Modi Government at the
Centre and the State is bene-
fited by them,” the CM said
addressing a programme
organised by a news channel
here.

The CM said the state was
in “pitiable condition” during
past regimes.  Development
was hampered and the law
and order situation was worse,
he claimed, adding that people
were forced to migrate from
UP.  “Our government has
established the rule of law and
crime has declined due to
which investment is coming in
a big way,” he claimed.
On anti-CAA protests, he said,
“Those involved in arson and
damaged properties will be
dealt with strictly. In a democ-
racy, there is freedom to protest
but there should be no vio-
lence.”

New Delhi: The Congress-
ruled Rajasthan Government
moved the Supreme Court on
Monday challenging the valid-
ity of the Citizenship
(Amendment) Act, saying it
was violative of “basic structure
principle of secularism” and
fundamental rights of equality
and life.

It became the second State
after Kerala to move the top
court invoking Article 131 of
the Constitution under which
a state is empowered to direct-
ly move the top court in case of
a dispute with the Centre.

The newly amended law
seeks to grant citizenship to
non-Muslim migrants belong-
ing to Hindu, Sikh, Buddhist,
Christian, Jain and Parsi com-
munities who came to the
country from Pakistan,
Bangladesh and Afghanistan
on or before December 31,
2014. “Pass a judgement and
decree that the Citizenship
(Amendment) Act, 2019 is
violative of Article 14 (right to
equality) and Article 21 (right
to life) of the Constitution of
India as well as violative of
basic structure principle of
secularism. Thus Act 47 of
2019 (CAA) be declared as void
under Article 13 of the
Constitution,” said the plea
filed through lawyer DK
Devesh.

Article 13 of the
Constitution, under which the
CAA is sought to be held as
unconstitutional, says any law
“inconsistent with or in dero-
gation of the fundamental
rights” can be held unconsti-

tutional to the extent of its con-
travention of fundamental
rights.

The plea said the CAA be
declared “ultra vires” to the
provisions of the Constitution
of India.

Besides, the plea has stat-
ed that the Passport (Entry to
India) Amendment Rules, 2015
and Foreigners (Amendment)
Order are ultra vires the
Constitution and be declared
void. 

It said the CAA, the
amended Passport Rules and
Foreign Order are class legis-
lations harping on the religious
identity of an individual, there-
by contravening the princi-
ples of secularism, which has
been recognised by the court as
a basic structure of the
Constitution.

Earlier, the CPI(M)-led
Kerala had become the first
state to challenge the CAA in
the Supreme Court. The Kerala
Assembly was also the first in
the country to pass a resolution
against the Act. PTI

New Delhi: The Supreme
Court on Monday took suo

moto cognisance of over-
crowding and infrastructure
of prisons across the country in
the wake of the coronavirus
pandemic.

A bench of Chief Justice S
A Bobde and LN Rao issued a
notice to the Director General,
Prison, and chief secretary of all
states and union territories
seeking their response by
March 20 on steps taken for
prevention of COVID-19.

The court also asked all
states and union territories to
depute an officer on March 23
who could assist the court in
the matter.

The bench also took suo
moto cognisance of conditions
in remand homes where juve-
niles in conflict with law are
lodged.

It observed that some
states have taken steps for the
pandemic but there are some
states which have not taken
appropriate measures.

The court also cautioned
that mass gathering is a big
problem and it can become a
centre for the spread of coro-
navirus.

The court also said it will
issue reasons on why it has
taken suo moto cognisance of
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Reserve Bank Governor
Shaktikanta Das on

Monday assured that crippled
Yes Bank has enough funds to
meet any requirements and
promised that the central bank
will step in with additional liq-
uidity support if needed.

The assurance comes at a
time when there is a worry that
once the moratorium is lifted
on March 18 evening, there can
be a run on the bank, putting
more liquidity pressure.

“I would like to mention
that Yes Bank has enough liq-
uidity to meet any requirement.
If there is a requirement, the
RBI will provide necessary liq-
uidity support” Das told
reporters and also announced
that after 6 pm on March 18,
depositors can take their
money out without any restric-
tions. The bank’s deposit base
eroded by �72,000 crore to
�1.37 lakh crore as of March 5,

2020 as against Rs 2.09 lakh
crore as of December 31, 2019,
according to data shared by the
bank last Friday while
announcing the Q3 earnings.

Under the reconstruction
scheme, which the governor
said is progressing as planned,
the private lender has received
over �10,000 crore from eight
financial institutions, including
�6,050 crore from SBI.

ICICI Bank and HDFC
(�1,000 crore each) Axis Bank
(�600 crore), Kotak Mahindra
Bank (Rs 500 crore), Bandhan
Bank, Federal Bank (�300 crore
each) and IDFC First (�250
crore) also joined the SBI-led

consortium and invested in
Yes Bank.

The Government notified
the Yes Bank reconstruction
scheme late last Friday. With
that, the moratorium on the
bank will be lifted by March 18.

The RBI on March 5 put
clamped a moratorium on Yes
Bank, capping withdrawals to
�50,000 per depositor till April
3. This was done according to
deputy Governor NS
Vishwanathan, was required
under section 45 of the
Banking Regulation Act that
requires a moratorium as a pre-
condition for drawing up a
revamp scheme.
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Mortgage lender HDFC
will pick up 7.97 per cent

stake in Yes Bank for a �1,000
crore capital infusion in the
cash-strapped lender. On
March 14, Yes Bank allotted
100 crore shares of face value
of �2 each to the Corporation
aggregating to 7.97 per cent of
the post issue equity share cap-
ital of Yes bank, HDFC said in
a regulatory filing on Monday.

The allotment of shares
comes “after giving effect to the
allotment of shares to State
Bank of India, the
Corporation, ICICI Bank, Axis
Bank, Kotak Mahindra Bank,
Federal Bank, Bandhan Bank
and IDFC First Bank ,” it said.

On Friday, HDFC said it is
investing in 100 crore equity
shares of �2 each in Yes Bank
for a consideration of �10 per
share (including �8 premi-
um) for an aggregate consid-
eration of �1,000 crore. As per
the scheme of reconstruction
of Yes Bank, 75 per cent of the
total investment by the
Corporation would be locked
in for 3 years, HDFC had said.

SBI has invested Rs 6,050
crore in crisis-ridden Yes
Bank. ICICI Bank, Housing
Development Finance
Corporation (HDFC),  Axis
Bank, Kotak Mahindra Bank,
Bandhan Bank, Federal Bank
and IDFC First Bank have also
joined the SBI-led consor-
tium and invested in Yes Bank.
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The IMF on Monday called
for increased coordinated

action to boost confidence and
provide stability to the global
economy, amidst fast spread of
coronavirus that has killed
over 6,500 people 
worldwide and resulted in lock-
down-like situations in sever-
al countries.

“Many governments have
already taken significant steps,
with major measures being
announced on a daily basis -
including yesterday’s bold,
coordinated moves on mone-
tary policy,” International
Monetary Fund Managing
Director Kristalina Georgieva
said in a blog post.

“But clearly, even more
needs to be done. As the virus
spreads, increased coordinated
action will be key to boosting
confidence and providing sta-
bility to the global economy,”
she wrote.

Asserting that the case for
a coordinated and synchro-
nized global fiscal stimulus is
becoming stronger by the hour,
she said that during the Global
Financial Crisis, for example,
fiscal stimulus by the G-20
amounted to about 2 per cent
of GDP, or over USD 900 bil-

lion in today’s money, 
in 2009 alone.

“So, there is a lot more
work to do,” she said and called
for additional fiscal stimulus
will be necessary to prevent
long-lasting economic dam-
age.

“Fiscal measures already
announced are being deployed
on a range of policies that
immediately prioritize health
spending and those in need.
We know that comprehensive
containment measures - com-
bined with early monitoring -
will slow the rate of infection
and the spread of the virus,” she
said.

Governments should con-
tinue and expand these efforts
to reach the most-affected peo-
ple and businesses - with poli-
cies including increased paid
sick leave and targeted tax
relief, she added.

In advanced economies,
she said, central banks should
continue to support demand
and boost confidence by easing
financial conditions and ensur-
ing the flow of credit to the real
economy. For example, the US
Federal Reserve just
announced further interest rate
cuts, asset purchases, forward
guidance and a drop in reserve
requirements.
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The Indian rupee continued
its downward spiral and

plunged 50 paise to 74.25
against the US dollar on
Monday as concern over the
economic fallout from the
coronavirus pandemic out-
weighed the US Fed’s emer-
gency interest rate cut and the
RBI’s liquidity enhancing mea-
sures.

Forex traders said the fall
in the domestic unit was in line
with other Asian peers amid
mounting fears of a coron-
avirus-led economic slowdown.

At the interbank foreign
exchange market, the local
currency opened at 74.10.
During the day, it saw a high of
74.09 and a low of 74.35 against
the American currency.

The domestic unit finally
settled at 74.25 against the
greenback, down 50 paise over
its previous close.

The local unit had settled
at 73.75 against the greenback
on Friday.

The US Fed on Sunday
made its second emergency
rate cut in less than two weeks,
slashing the benchmark bor-
rowing rate to a range of 0-0.25
per cent, where it was during
the 2008 global financial crisis.

New York: Stocks dropped 8
per cent in the first minutes of
trading Monday on Wall Street
and triggered another tempo-
rary halt to trading as huge
swaths of the economy come
closer to shutting down, from
airlines to restaurants. 

Emergency actions taken
by the Federal Reserve late
Sunday to prop up the econo-
my and get financial markets
running smoothly again may
have raised fears even further,
some investors said.

The selling was just as
aggressive in markets around the
world. European stocks and
crude oil were both down close

to 10%. The world’s brightest
spot may have been Japan, where
the central bank announced
more stimulus for the economy,
and stocks still lost 2.5 per cent.
The spreading coronavirus is
causing businesses around the
world to shut their doors, which
is draining away revenue. 

That has economists slash-
ing their expectations for
upcoming months, and
JPMorgan Chase says the US
economy may shrink at a 2 per
cent annual rate this quarter
and 3 per cent in the April-
through-June quarter. To many
investors, that meets the defi-
nition of a recession. AP
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The RBI on Monday hinted
at a rate cut but stopped

short of a decision, belying
market expectations at a hur-
riedly called presser even as it
announced some liquidity
enhancing measures to contain
the economic fallout from the
coronavirus.

But Governor Shaktikanta
Das was quick to assure that the
Reserve Bank has “enough pol-
icy tools and stands ready to
take any measures” needed to
help the economy tide over the
impact of the coronavirus pan-
demic.

To a question why the rates
were left unchanged at 5.15 per
cent, Das said, “according to the
prevailing law, the rate cut call
has to be taken through the
monetary policy committee,
but I don’t rule out anything.
Depending on the evolving
situation, we will decide on the
timing of our action.”

In two liquidity enhancing
measures, Das announced
another round of $2 billion dol-
lar-rupee swap on March 23,
and in another measure he said
the RBI will continue to con-
duct the long-term repo oper-
ations (LTROs) of up to �1 lakh

crore as and when the market
needs it.

On March 16, the RBI
conducted the first dollar-swap
for $2 billion under which the
central bank buys rupee from
the market by selling the dol-
lars.

On the LTROs, it has
already conducted four rounds
worth Rs 1 lakh crore opera-
tions since February 14, after
announcing it at the February
6 policy review.  

Given the short notice for
the press meet amidst the con-
tinuing mayhem in the market
and the rising call for rates cuts
to the tune of 65 bps by June
including a pre-term cut of 25
bps by some analysts, the meet-
ing spawned too much expec-
tation of a rate cut.

Had he announced a rate
cut, it would have been the first
inter-meeting rate reduction
since the monetary policy com-
mittee was instituted in
February 2016.

The hurriedly called press-
er comes amidst widespread
call for an inter-meeting rate
cut following similar steps by
the world’s leading central
banks like the US Fed which in
a span of 10 days has cut the
policy rates to near zero levels. 
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The Lok Sabha on Monday
passed the Appropriation

Bill 2020-21, authorising the
government to draw over Rs
110 lakh crore from the
Consolidated Fund of India for
its working as well as imple-
mentation of its programs and
schemes.

This completes two-thirds
of the exercise for approval of
the Budget for 2020-21.

Lok Sabha and Rajya Sabha
had debated on Finance
Minister Nirmala Sitharaman’s
second Budget in the first half
of the current session and in
the second part, the lower
house of Parliament passed
the Appropriation Bill. In the
third stage, the Finance Bill,
which details the tax proposals,
will be discussed and approved.

The house passed the
Appropriation Bill, envisaging
spending of Rs 110.4 lakh crore
during the financial year 2020-
21 after Speaker Om Birla
applied ‘guillotine’ on demands
of grants for various ministries.

With Parliament having
very limited time for scrutin-
ising the expenditure demands
of all the ministries, it takes up

discussion on spending or
demands for grants for a few
ministries during a pre-decid-
ed period of time. Once this is
over, a guillotine is applied.

Once the speaker applies
the guillotine, all the out-
standing demands for grants,
whether discussed or not, are
put to vote at once and passed.
After this, Appropriation Bill
was taken into consideration
and passed.

This year, the Lok Sabha
discussed demands for grants
of ministries of tourism, rail-
ways and social justice and
empowerment.

Finance Minister Nirmala
Sitharaman moved the
Appropriation Bill, which was
passed by voice vote.

The Lok Sabha will now
discuss the Finance Bill, which
essentially contains the gov-
ernment’s tax proposals.

Once the Finance Bill is
passed, the budget exercise is
complete.

Both appropriation and
finance bills are classified as
money bills which do not
require the explicit consent of
the Rajya Sabha. Rajya Sabha
only discusses them and
returns the bills.

New Delhi: McDonald’s and
Domino’s Pizza have intro-
duced contactless delivery, with
state governments taking mea-
sures to avoid gathering of
people in the wake of the coro-
navirus outbreak.

Westlife Development,
owner and operator of of
McDonald’s restaurants in west
and southern India, on Monday
said it has launched contactless
delivery to ensure food reach-
es customers without being
touched by bare hands and
delivered safe with adequate
social distancing measures.

Similarly, Jubilant
FoodWorks Ltd (JFL), the
licensee for Domino’s Pizza in
India said it has introduced
zero-contact delivery all 1,325
restaurants of Domino’s Pizza
in India. PTI

New Delhi: Shares of SBI Cards
and Payment Services made a
weak debut at the bourses on
Monday plunging over 10 per
cent against its issue price of
�755 as coronavirus fears con-
tinued to hurt investor senti-
ment.

The scrip listed at �658,
dropped 12.84 per cent from its
issue price on the BSE. During
the day, it touched high of �755
and a low of �658. Later, it

plunged 9.50 per cent to close
at �683.20.

On the NSE, the scrip
tanked 10.19 per cent to close
at �678. The company’s market
valuation stood at �64,149.53
crore at close of trade on the
BSE.

The drop in the company’s
scrip was in-line with a weak
broader market, where the BSE
benchmark plummeted over
2,700 points. PTI
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Wholesale price index
(WPI) based inflation

softened to 2.26 per cent in
February on the back of cheap-
er food items and vegetables,
the government data showed
on Monday.

In January, the WPI infla-
tion stood at 3.1 per cent and
in the year-ago same period it
was at 2.93 per cent, as per the
data from the commerce and
industry ministry.

The WPI inflation for food
articles for February 2020 came
in at 7.79 per cent as against
11.51 per cent in the previous
month. The rate of price rise for
onion and potato too came
down to 162.30 per cent and
60.73 per cent, respectively as
against 293.37 per cent and
87.84 per cent in January 2020.

Build up inflation rate in
the current financial year so far
was 1.92 per cent compared to
a build up rate of 2.75 per cent
in the year-ago period, it added.

In the fuel and power cat-
egory, wholesale inflation dur-
ing the month eased to 3.38 per
cent while for non-food articles
it slowed to  6.82 per cent.
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The European Union (EU)'s
top official on Monday

called for more coordination
and insisted on the need to keep
the 27-nation bloc's internal
borders open as much as pos-
sible as member states imple-
ment measures to slow the
spread of the novel coronavirus.

After the surge of COVID-
19 cases in Europe led the
Italian Government to put the
country on lockdown, other
member states have imple-
mented drastic measures and
travel restrictions, including
partially closing their borders. 

"Our measures to contain
the Coronavirus outbreak will
be effective only if we coordi-
nate on the European level,"
European Commission presi-
dent Ursula von der Leyen
said. "We have to take excep-
tional measures to protect the
health of our citizens. But let's
make sure goods and essential
services continue to flow in our
internal market. This is the only
way to prevent shortages of
medical equipment or food."

EU leaders are set to hold
a summit via video-confer-
ence on Tuesday on efforts to
contain the spread of the virus,
which has now infected more

than 50,000 people across
Europe, and claimed more
than 2,000 lives.

With Italy reporting the
most virus cases and deaths
anywhere in the world except
China, neighbouring countries
including Austria and Slovenia
have moved to slow traffic. But
other EU nations, including
Germany, Poland, Slovakia and
Cyprus have also introduced
restrictions that could damage
the bloc's economy and slow
down the circulation of med-
ical equipment. 

Austria, Hungary, Czech
Republic, Poland, Lithuania
and Germany plus non-mem-
ber Switzerland have notified

the commission that they have
taken immediate steps under
the EU's border rule book
allowing member states in
exceptional circumstances to
reintroduce border checks for
a limited period. The EU's
borders code stipulates that the
initial period of 10 days can be
renewed for up to two months.

The different approaches in
different countries are raising
concerns that vital medical
equipment may be blocked.
The EU is urging its members
to put common health screen-
ing procedures in place at their
borders to limit the spread of
the virus, but not to block the
transport of important medical

equipment.
In a series of guidelines for

border management measures,
the commission urged member
states to facilitate the circula-
tion of workers, to ensure an
efficient movement of goods
and to impose restrictions only
when they are "duly motivated"
and science-based. 

"Member States should
preserve the free circulation of
all goods. In particular, they
should guarantee the supply
chain of essential products
such as medicines, medical
equipment, essential and per-
ishable food products and live-
stock," the commission said. 

Jon Worth, a visiting lectur-

er at the College of Europe in
Bruges, said he was not surprised
that member states decided to
restrict the movement of people
at their borders given that health
care is a matter of national
responsibility in the EU.

"But the single market is
definitely the EU's responsi-
bility and they have to make
sure the chain of supply does
not break down," he told The
Associated Press on Monday.
"That will be the short-term
challenge to come."

European Council President
Charles Michel, who chairs
summits of prime ministers and
presidents from the 27 EU
nations, announced the video
conference in a tweet, calling
what will be the second meeting
of its kind within two weeks.

"Containing the spread of
the virus, providing sufficient
medical equipment, boosting
research and limiting the eco-
nomic fallout is key," Michel said. 

Michel called the summit
shortly after he held talks with
French President Emmanuel
Macron, German Chancellor
Angela Merkel and European
Commission President Ursula
von der Leyen. Macron's office
said their conversation allowed
them to make decisions about
measures to take at the external

borders of the EU which will be
announced in the coming hours.
No details were provided.

European Centre for
Disease Prevention and
Control figures released
Monday show that 51,771
coronavirus cases have been
reported in Europe, most in
Italy, Spain, France and
Germany. A total of 2 ,316 peo-
ple have died, the overwhelm-
ing majority in Italy.

For most people, the virus
causes only mild or moderate
symptoms, such as fever and
cough. For some, especially
older adults and people with
existing health problems, it
can cause more severe illness,
including pneumonia. 

�� � �+�;���

Monday marked another
milestone in the global

battle to outwit the new coro-
navirus, as reported infections
in the rest of the world over-
took those in China. Millions
of people in Europe and the
United States began holing up
at home amid rapid-fire border
closures announced by one
nation after the other.

Spain officially became the
fourth-most infected country
in the world, surpassing South
Korea as its arc of contagion
curved higher.

Only China, Italy and Iran
have more confirmed cases of
COVID-19 than Spain, where
the number of infections
increased overnight by rough-
ly 20% to 9,191 and the num-
ber of fatalities rose to 309,
according to the Spanish
Health Ministry. The actual fig-
ure was presumed to be even
higher, because Spain switched
to a new system of reporting.

Spain's interior minister
said European Union nations
on Monday would discuss pos-
sibly closing the country's bor-
ders. "It is a real possibility to
fight against the expansion of
the virus and to guarantee the

health of European citizens,"
said minister Fernando Grande
Marlaska.

Portugal and Spain have
already halted tourism across
their 1,200-kilometer (750-
mile) shared border. Goods and
workers will still be allowed to
cross. Spain has also already
deployed the army to the
streets, ordered its 46 million
people to stay home and taken
control of private hospitals.
Marlaska said a total lock-
down could be the next step.
Nearly 500 people are under
intensive care in Spanish hos-
pitals for the virus, 70% of them
in Madrid, the capital.

The measures echoed those
already in place in Italy and
now being rolled out in other
parts of Europe and the United
States. Serbia called out the
army to help enforce the virus
restrictions.

Among the most drastic
measures, the Swiss city-state of
Geneva banned gatherings of
more than five people, though
exceptions were made for busi-
ness meetings that followed
public health rules.

"What we don't want is
people having picnics" with
friends or relatives, said Geneva
official Henri Della Casa.

Beijing: China announced plans
for an orderly withdrawal of
thousands of medical staff
deployed in the worst-hit Wuhan
city as a top medical expert said
the coronavirus outbreak has
"almost seen its end" in the
country but a final judgement
would be made after a month.

A leading Chinese official
group, headed by Premier Li
Keqiang, suggested orderly
withdrawal of the medical staff
supporting virus-hit Hubei
province for which Wuhan is
the capital, where the virus first
emerged in December last year.

China deployed over
30,000 medical personnel,
including staff from the mili-
tary, and built 14 makeshift
hospitals at the height of the
coronavirus outbreak in
January. The makeshift hospi-
tals have been dismantled. The
leading group asked officials to
ensure high-level treatment of
severe COVID-19 patients in
Wuhan while withdrawing the
supporting medical teams,
state-run China Daily reported.

Timely and full payment of
subsidies should be guaranteed
for frontline personnel in epi-
demic prevention and control,
including medical staff, com-
munity workers, police and
volunteers, leading group said.

PTI
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The World Health Organization called
on Monday for countries to test every
suspected case of COVID-19, as the rest

of the world registered more cases and
deaths in the pandemic than China.  "You

cannot fight a fire blindfolded," WHO chief
Tedros Adhanom Ghebreyesus told
reporters in Geneva, saying the WHO rec-
ommended that countries "Test, test, test.
Test every suspected case."  "In the past
week, we have seen a rapid escalation of
cases of COVID-19," he said, describing the
pandemic as "the defining global health cri-

sis of our time." More cases and deaths have
now been reported in the rest of the world
than in China, where the new coronavirus
first surfaced in December, he added. AFP

TEHRAN: Iran reported another
129 fatalities from the new coro-
navirus on Monday, the largest
one-day rise in deaths since it
began battling the Middle East's
worst outbreak, which has
claimed more than 850 lives and
infected a number of senior offi-
cials in the country.

Businesses in Iran's capital
remained open, however, even
as other countries in the region
moved toward full lockdowns,
with Lebanon largely shutting
down and Iraqis racing to pre-
pare for a curfew set to begin
later this week. The divergent
approaches adopted by local
authorities reflect continued
uncertainty over how to slow
the spread of a virus that has
infected around 170,000 peo-
ple worldwide and caused more
than 6,500 deaths. 

Some have opted for an
even more aggressive response.
Israel, where the number of
confirmed cases has more than
doubled to around 250 in
recent days, has authorised the
use of phone-snooping tech-
nology long used against
Palestinian militants to track
coronavirus patients. Such
practices will spark renewed
debate over privacy issues as
countries around the world
confront the pandemic. AP
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The eight Indian Premier League (IPL) fran-
chises have called off their respective pre-

tournament camps till further notice, three
days after the COVID-19 pandemic forced a
suspension of the cash-rich event from March
29 to April 15.

Royal Challengers Bangalore on Monday
deferred their training camp, which was
scheduled to begin on March 21, due to the
outbreak of the novel coronavirus in the
country.

Three-time champions Mumbai Indians,

Chennai Super Kings as well as Kolkata Knight
Riders have already cancelled their camps.

“Keeping in mind the health and safety
of everyone involved, the RCB Training
Camp scheduled to start on the 21st of March
has been deferred until further notice. We
request everyone to follow the guidelines pro-
vided by the Health Ministry and stay safe,”
RCB tweeted.

The RCB outfit is led by Indian cricket
team skipper Virat Kohli.

The BCCI last Friday suspended the IPL
following government-imposed travel restric-
tions and refusal by three states to host any

matches owing to the that has so far claimed
more than 6,000 lives globally while infecting
over 1,60,000 people.

India has so reported 114 positive cases
for COVID-19 with two deaths.

Three-time winners Chennai Super Kings
had suspended their camp on Saturday, after
which their talisman Mahendra Singh Dhoni
left the city.

The franchise owners are hoping that in
case the IPL starts on April 15, the state gov-
ernments, which have denied permission for
matches, will be ready to give the green light
should the situation improves. 
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(�	����� The Pakistan and
Bangladesh cricket boards on
Monday decided to postpone
the upcoming One-Day
International and Test in Karachi
indefinitely amid the COVID-19
pandemic.

Bangladesh were due to
arrive in Karachi on March 29 to
play an ODI on April 1 and the
second ICC World Test C’ship
Test from April 9-5.

“The two boards will now
work together to identify a future
opportunity to complete the ICC
World Test Championship com-
mitment,” the PCB said in a state-
ment.

The first Test of the series was
played in Rawalpindi from
February 7-10, which Pakistan

won by an innings and 44 runs.
The PCB has also indefinite-

ly postponed the Pakistan Cup
one-day tournament, which was

scheduled to start from March 24.
The Sindh province, where

Karachi is located, has reported
the highest number of coron-

avirus cases in Pakistan —
around 75.

The PCB has already been
forced to revise the Pakistan
Super League schedule and
reduce its duration.

The decision to hold remain-
ing matches behind closed doors
in Karachi and Lahore after sev-
eral foreign players left for home
because of the travel issues due to
the pandemic.

On Monday the PCB
announced that Chris Lynn and
David Wiese — and Sri Lankan
leg-spinner, Seekkuge Prasanna
had left for home.

The semi-finals of  PSL will
be held in Lahore in an empty
Gaddafi stadium on Tuesday
while the final is on Sunday. PTI
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The COVID-19 pandemic has
forced India’s biggest sports body

BCCI to virtually shut down
its headquarter in Mumbai
from Tuesday with its
employees being
advised to work from
home.

It has been learnt
that the employees
have been asked to
“work from home” with
all the cricketing opera-
tions already being suspend-
ed till further notice.

“The BCCI employees were today

(on Monday) notified that the head-
quarters at the Wankhede Stadium will
be as good as closed in the wake of
COVID-19 pandemic. All the staffers

have been advised to work from
home,” a top source from the

Board said.
“However, if some-

one still wants to come,
they can,” he added.

It has been learnt
that the National Cricket
Academy (NCA) has also

stopped its various zonal
camps even though rehabil-

itation programmes at the
Bengaluru centre was still on as on

Monday.
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The Quinton de Kock-led
South African team on
Monday checked into a city

hotel near the airport as Cricket
Association of Bengal (CAB) took
all precautions for their safe return
home amid the COVID-19 pan-
demic.

After their three-match ODI
series was called off due to the
virus outbreak, the South African
players and the support staff
stayed put in Lucknow where the
second match was slated.

They had the option to fly out
from Delhi but they preferred the
‘safest city’ Kolkata as the Eastern
metropolis was yet to record a sin-
gle positive case for COVID-19.

“We have made full arrange-
ments so that the South African
players return home safe. We
have a three-member medical
team looking into their arrange-
ments. We are taking adequate
precautions,” medical committee
chairman Pradip Dey told
reporters at the city hotel on
Rajarhat.

Maintaining social distancing,
the team was received at the air-
port by Cricket Association of

Bengal (CAB) president Avishek
Dalmiya, secretary Snehasish
Ganguly and joint-secretary
Debabrata Das.

“Everything is fine. Their
rooms are all sanitised. Our liaison
manager, medical team are also
there in two rooms. They are all
equipped with special masks, sani-
tiser. We have spoken to the play-
ers, they are fine,” Avishek said.

The visiting team is flying
out to their respective destinations
in South Africa on Tuesday morn-
ing via Dubai.

�
�&� 	�
� Australian
white-ball captain Aaron
Finch and opener David
Warner have raised con-
cerns over the effectiveness
of the self-isolation policy
of the government to tack-
le COVID-19 pandemic.

The Australian gov-
ernment had announced
that anyone arriving in the

country from overseas will
be forced to self-isolate for
14 days starting Sunday
midnight (March 15) in a
bid to contain the spread
of the novel coronavirus.

However, a lot of citi-
zens are confused regard-
ing working of precaution.

An Australian sports
journalist Veronica

Eggleton tweeted:
“Genuine question — how
does the government
know if new arrivals are
actually self-isolating?”

Finch re-tweeted
Eggleton’s tweet adding
“Have been wondering
the same thing!!”

Finch’s remarks
prompted a response from
teammate Warner, who
wrote “Or, what about the
uber/taxi/bus/train they
catch from the airport to
their place.”

Players all over the
world are self-isolating.
On Monday, Kiwi pacer
Mitchell McClenaghan,
who was among several
foreign players who left the
ongoing PSL  amid con-
cerns over the affliction,
posted  a picture of him-
self self isolating.

“Straight home into
isolation, get home to this
note from my legendary
wife who’s gone to stay
with her parents for a few
weeks. See you guys in 14
days,” he tweeted.
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No headway was made during Monday’s
tele-conference by the eight IPL fran-

chise owners as the situation in the past
48 hours has not changed much in the
wake of the novel coronavirus pandemic
in the country as well globally.

The start of the 13th IPL has been sus-
pended from March 29 to April 15 with
India currently registering 114 positive
cases and two deaths for COVID-19.

All foreign visas have been put on hold
till April 15 while BCCI president Sourav
Ganguly has hinted that a “truncated IPL”
could be a possibility with a minimum 17
days already lost.

“Nothing concrete was discussed in
today’s meeting (con-call). It was just a fol-
low up meeting. The situation has not
changed in 48 hours, so talking about host-
ing the IPL is still pre-mature,” an IPL fran-
chise owner said. 

“We have to wait and watch. We will
keep doing these con calls on a weekly
basis to take stock of the situation,” he said.

Among the six to seven options that
are there in case the situation improves by
April 15, one is dividing the teams into two
groups with top four qualifying for the
knock-outs.

Also there are suggestions of increas-
ing the number of double headers in a cur-
tailed time or having matches at three or
four centres in order to limit travel.

The possibility of having the matches
in empty stands also remains open for the
BCCI.
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Hockey India on Monday postponed
all its junior and sub-junior nation-

al championships, which were scheduled
to start from April 10, in wake of the
COVID-19 pandemic, hoping to resume
by the end of next month should the sit-
uation improve.

The decision was taken by the
Hockey India Executive Board following
growing concerns around COVID-19 sit-
uation in India.

“Keeping in mind the safety of the

players, Hockey India has taken a deci-
sion to postpone the annual National
Championships for Junior, Sub-Junior
Men and Women categories,” Hockey
India President Mohd Mushtaque
Ahmad said in a statement.

The tournaments suspended add up
to eight.

“Although we have announced the
new dates for these National
Championships, Hockey India will con-
tinue to monitor and evaluate the
COVID-19 situation in India and we will
be prepared for any scenario,: he added.
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Returning SA  check in for Kolkata stopover
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With the COVID-19 pan-
demic creating a global

upheaval, Cricket South Africa on
Monday suspended all forms of
cricket in the country for the next
two months.

After South Africa president
Cyril Ramaphosa on Sunday
declared a state of disaster, CSA

also decided to suspend all crick-
et activities in the country to con-
tain the spread of the virus.

“Cricket South Africa (CSA)
has taken the decision to imme-
diately terminate all forms of
cricket in the country, for the next
60 days, namely: First-class crick-
et; List A cricket (Momentum
Cup); All semi-professional and
provincial cricket; as well as All

Junior and Amateur cricket,”
CSA said in a statement.

The two-month suspension
means the ongoing franchise
one-day cup competitions semi-
finals and final will not take
place.

In South Africa, the Premier
Soccer League, Super Rugby and
the Two Oceans Marathon were
also suspended. 
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Indian Olympic Association
(IOA) secretary general Rajeev

Mehta on Monday said he is
hopeful that Kho Kho, a tradition-
al Indian sport, will be included in
the 2026 Asian Games roster
scheduled to be held in Japan.

Kho Kho is currently played
by 25 countries across the globe.

“Kho Kho was formally
recognised by the Olympic
Council of Asia during the 18th
Asian Games held in Jakarta,
Indonesia, in 2018. I hope it gets
full status in the 2026 Asian
Games,” Mehta, who is also the
Asian Kho Kho Federation
President, said.

“My dream is to see Kho Kho
eventually grow to the level of
Commonwealth Games and
Olympics.”

International Kho Kho
Federation President Sudhanshu
Mittal also exuded confidence
that the sport will be included.

�9+����������5�
5������	��������
(#(%�+��
���
���

�"��� 896�96

Olympic boxing qualifiers for fighters
from Europe were taking place in

London on Monday behind closed doors
despite mounting concerns over coron-
avirus and enormous disruption across
the world of sport.

The Boxing Road to Tokyo event in
London started on Saturday in front of
paying spectators at the Copper Box
Arena and is due to run until March 24.

It features around 350 male and
female boxers from dozens of nations and
is the first opportunity for boxers from
Europe to qualify for Tokyo 2020.

The IOC Boxing Task Force, in a
statement on Sunday, said the rest of the
event, from Monday, would take behind
closed doors “due to the changing situa-
tion with coronavirus and concerns for
public, athlete and volunteer welfare”.

Shortly before that decision, the
head of European boxing told the BBC he

was “very concerned” that the event was
taking place. European Boxing
Confederation (EUBC) president Franco
Falcinelli said he feared the risk of a boxer
getting the virus was “very high”.

“In my opinion it’s very strange that
England — and the competition — is
open at this hard time,” he said.

Falcinelli also said he was concerned
that the athletes could struggle to return
home because of flight restrictions.

Organisers of the boxing qualifiers
said before the event started that measures
had been put in place to protect competi-
tors. “All of the teams have been told to
adopt regular handwashing,” they said in
a statement. “If any of their group begins
to exhibit cold or flu symptoms they are
advised to self-isolate, stay indoors, avoid
contact with other people and contact the
LOC’s (local organising committee’s)
chief medical officer.” Additional mea-
sures include routine temperature testing
as part of daily medicals. 
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India’s most decorated table tennis
player Sharath Kamal won his first

international title in 10 years on Sunday
but midway into the competition, the
37-year-old was forced to wonder if he
made the mistake of his life by travel-
ling to Oman amid the COVID-19 pan-
demic.

As the news of sporting events get-
ting suspended or postponed around
the world started trickling in, Sharath
was in Muscat for the ITTF Challenge
Plus event.

The Polish Open happening
around the same time was suspended
and the world body announced suspen-
sion of all activities until the end of
April.

In these extraordinary times, con-
fusion and chaos in the minds of the
players was bound to follow. Sharath
was in Muscat with other Indian play-
ers including singles number three
Harmeet Desai.

“When I heard about the Polish
Open being suspended, I thought I
made a big, big mistake by coming
here,” Sharath, who was relieved to be
back to his wife and kids in Chennai
in the wee hours of Monday said.

As a precautionary measure, he has
gone into self-quarantine at home
though the screening at the Chennai
Airport showed his body temperature
was normal.

“In times like these, you obvious-
ly think about your family and they are
worried about you. But when it was
confirmed that the tournament would
go on, I had to focus on the job,” said
the world number 38, who beat
Portugal’s Marcos Freitas in the final,

an opponent ranked 12 places higher
than him.

It was a four-hour flight but Sharath
said it felt much longer with a handful
of people on the plane. “It was almost
empty. It is really good to be back,” he
heaved a sigh of relief.

The Indian, whose previous title
came in Egypt in 2010, battled past
Freitas 4-2 in the final with the decid-
ing game stretching to 17-15. It was his
first win over his Portuguese opponent
on the ITTF tour, having lost to him in
German Bundesliga way back in 2010.

Sharath was pushed to the limit in
the semifinals also before pipping
Russia’s  Kirill Skachkov in a seven-
game contest.

“This tournament was my build up
to the Olympics qualifiers but now that
everything is suspended, I don’t know
how to feel. I won a tournament after
a long time, my game is coming along
nicely but there are no tournaments at
least for the next one and a half
months.

“Having said that, it is satisfying to
come home with a title. Both final and
semifinal was tough. Whenever I train
with Freitas, I am losing most of the
points but in the match, I was able to
outguess him.

“He knew that forehand is my
biggest weapon, so, he focussed on my
back hand which worked beautifully last
night. I had to go for my shots and they
came off,” he said.

Sharath’s victory is a reminder that
age is just a number and he doesn’t
understand the fuss over it.

“In India, we tend to focus on age
a lot. In my view, it is a non-issue as long
as the results are coming and you are
feeling good about body,” he added. 
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It was business as usual for
India’s top shooters on

Monday as they competed in
the Olympic team selection
trials at a time when a pandem-
ic has brought daily life to a
grinding halt around much of
the world.

As the world around them
battled the COVID-19 afflic-
tion, the sound of shots fired
from their guns, rifles and their
pistols reverberated across the

Karni Singh Shooting Range,
tucked away in one corner of
the national capital.

The likes of Manu Bhaker,
Chinki Yadav, Apurvi
Chandela, Mehuli Ghosh and
Elavenil Valarivan, among oth-
ers, participated in the trials for
their respective pistol and rifle
events.

India had last month pulled
out of the Nicosia Shotgun
World Cup and later the March
15-26 ISSF World Cup in Delhi
was postponed to May — all

due to the novel coronavirus
outbreak.

“Due to India pulling out of
the Nicosia Shotgun World
Cup earlier this month and the
postponement of the New Delhi
combined World Cup due to
the global COVID-19 outbreak,
final trials are being conducted
for those selected in the Indian
squads for the above two men-
tioned World Cups, so that they
can register their final remain-
ing scores, before the Olympic
team is announced,”.
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Most Chinese Super League (CSL) clubs fled
abroad when the deadly coronavirus hit the

country but they are now rushing back again as
it takes hold elsewhere.

The national side is still training in Dubai —
where many CSL teams also went in recent weeks
— but they too are now making hasty arrange-
ments to get home as soon as possible.

Wuhan Zall, from the city at the epicentre of
the outbreak, had been training in Spain since late
January but left at the weekend because of the

worsening situation in Europe, now the focal
point of the pandemic.

Wuhan will reportedly continue their chaot-
ic pre-season preparations in Shenzhen. Wuhan
itself is still in lockdown, despite virus numbers
in China reducing.

The CSL season was supposed to begin on
February 22 but was indefinitely postponed. It
could start behind closed doors in May, accord-
ing to reports.

Leo Baptistao, Wuhan’s Brazilian attacker, told
Chinese media before departing Spain that the
situation “has flipped”.

“We are more in danger (here). It now
appears... better to leave,” he said.

Fabio Cannavaro’s CSL champions
Guangzhou Evergrande, who were in Dubai, and
runners-up Beijing Guoan are among the clubs
that have recently returned to China.

Guangzhou R&F, coached by former Arsenal
and Barcelona star Giovanni van Bronckhorst, on
Monday became the latest club to say they were
cutting short their Dubai training camp.

However, getting back to China is not
straightforward because of flight disruptions and
strict quarantine rules when coming home.

Wuhan Zall were stranded in Frankfurt,
Germany on Sunday, according to Chinese
media, and their current location was not imme-
diately available.

The Beijing News reported that Li Tie’s
national team were curtailing their stint in Dubai
and had planned to fly back to the Chinese cap-
ital from Dubai. 
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SHARE YOUR KNOWLEDGE AND HELP OTHERS
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One of the easiest ways
to help others is to
simply share your
knowledge. You don’t
have to be in front of

a classroom to teach. Every day
there is an opportunity to educate
someone about your area of exper-
tise. The key is to keep educating
yourself so you can stay ahead of
the curve.

The number one rule of help-
ing people should be to find out
what’s actually valuable to some-
one. You may spend time and
effort helping someone with some-
thing that they didn’t even want
help with. Make an effort to ask
them where they need help, and
keep that in mind when you see an
opportunity.

Think about the resources
you’ve invested in and be mindful
of whether they can help someone
else. Maybe a developer on your
team has some extra time and one
of your contacts needed some
help on a quick job

It’s important to keep an eye
out for opportunities. It could be
good press, a potential partner, or
a general business opportunity.
Once you see an opportunity,
think about who could benefit
from knowing about it.

Transparent feedback can be
tough because some people don’t
take constructive criticism well.
There is a difference between
telling someone that they suck and
giving them good examples of
how they can improve. Some peo-
ple won’t take it well but, in the
long run, you will help the people
that you want to work with and
improve the efficiency and success
of your company as well. Without
a doubt, the fastest way to achieve
success is to first help others suc-
ceed. Yet, there seems to be a belief
in the business world that the only
way to get ahead is to only watch
out for ‘number one’.

Time is valuable and most
people understand that. When
you take time out of your day to
help a friend, they remember it. I
try and do a guest webinar every
couple of weeks for contacts so
they know I’m willing to take
time out of my day to share my
experience with the community.
Even if it’s not something as pub-
lic as a webinar or podcast, set
aside some time to help a contact.
It could be as simple as helping
them move to a new home.

Giving honest feedback in a
respectful and constructive

way is one of the most difficult
things for people to learn to do
well. Many people don’t like con-
fronting issues and would rather
dance around them, while those
who do like confrontation often
aren’t respectful or constructive in
the way they give it. But those who
can learn the skill of giving hon-
est and open feedback in a con-
structive and uplifting way can
have a tremendous impact on
improving the lives of others.

Be willing to introduce people
to others you know who can help
advance or forward their goals.
When you have a networking
event to attend, invite people to
come with you that could benefit
from expanding their network as
well. The more you open up your
network to others, the more you
will find your own network
expanding, and you might just be
amazed at the incredible contacts
you end up receiving from the
most unlikely people.

There are a variety of ways to
give someone recognition. You can
include them in an article that
you’ve written or mention them in
a speech or presentation. An easy
way to recognise someone is to
nominate them for an award. There
are countless awards out there that
could really help out your network.
It will mean a lot to the nominee
that you thought of them and
wanted to recognise them..

Gifts can be tricky because you
don’t want to “buy” peoples’ favour.
You want to get them a gift that
makes sense and will help them.
When Hurricane Sandy hit, we sent
care packages with items that sur-
vivors could use as they recovered
from the devastation. People tend
to remember who helped them
when they were in need, so it’s
important to make an extra effort
during these times.

When someone has a failing
strategy, it is often difficult for the
person to even see it let alone know
how to change it. You can be help-
ful at bringing people to reality. Do

this in a kind way following
the Golden Rule,

and you will rarely go wrong. If you
avoid getting involved with failing
people, you are just letting them
drift along with their suboptimal
condition, which wastes their pre-
cious time and hurts the organisa-
tion.

Taking time out of your day to
coach other people adds perspective
and helps prevent burnout.
Thinking positive thoughts about
what someone could become with
the right development is a welcome
break from the pressure cooker of
critical decisions and time commit-
ments. You will find yourself look-
ing forward to your "people devel-
opment time" once you get in the
habit. 

When you make the effort to
remember the important details of
others’ lives, such as their spouse’s
name, their children, their hobbies,
etc. your ability to be a positive
impact in their life increases tremen-
dously. It lets the other person

know how

important they are to you. It lets
them know that you truly care
about their life. The more a person
knows that you genuinely care
about them, the more they will in
turn move heaven and earth to help
you with the things you want. And
with the contact tracking tools
available on our electronic devices
today, it is incredibly simple to make
quick notes about people so your
memory can always be fresh.

Helping others isn’t always easy.
It can sometimes derail your sched-
ule and cost you time, money and
other resources. It can even be
interpreted the wrong way. However,
keep these tips in mind for some
easy ways to show your connections
that they truly matter to you.

Inherently, we know we have
been designed to live for something
greater than ourselves. Our contri-
bution to this world has to be mea-
sured by something more meaning-
ful than the size of our house or the
neighborhood where it is located.
And our lives are going to find last-
ing significance in how we choose
to live them and how we enable oth-

ers to  live theirs.

�+�5�����6�����0�,/	+��+���+��
�7+0'�&�/�8��5�57��	
��7+��

,9
�	+��0�-�05
0,�7+�0�6�
�':
)7+��&�/�7
9+�
��+5�08��6

+9+����
+�,;���9�+��+���+��
	�.+�5�7�&�/�7
�	�/�,�<+�+-�
-0�.�+=�
�,��6�7+�0��+5�08�
'
5+��:��7+�.�0+�&�/���+��/��&�/0
�+5�08����7+0';�7+�.�0+�&�/
5����-��,�&�/0��5���+5�08

+=�
�,��6;�
�,�&�/�.�67�>/'�<+

.
?+,�
�7+���	0+,�<�+�	��
	'
&�/�+�,�/��0+	+�9��6�-0�.�7+

.�'�/���8+�&��+���+



������ ��������� ����� ��!"#�$%$%

���
��
�������&�
&�������J���
�
���������
�

�	���	/��	�
/
������
�����
��
/��0!����������.
���������������
����

���������������
���
��������.
���
0*����������/���
�/�����
����
���*

������	����
/
���
0���
��������������/���
	����
��
������������
��������!
��	������������!�5��
�
�
��
�
�
�
����
*

-���
��!�E1���������������
����
����
��������������0�/.
������
��/���������	�	����
��
���
����*����������������������.
��*�������������/����	����������
�/��
����������/�������*F

-����	�
���
	������
��'��
�
�
��
������	�I����������
	�
�����������
��������������

����*

��������	��	�������	
	��
�
��������������/��������
����	
���0�����
��
����������
�

����(#&@������
���8
���
����	�+/
���!�/����
���
������
�����
����


�����)��
������������

���BT��	�.
�
��
���
/����5��!���

���	���

���������
������D�	����
�������������
�������
�

���
�
�	���
+����	
T�����
����	����	����
����	�����
������	����
	��
�
��<�E��
����.
����/������***!
���0�������
/����������!���T�
0������?;;
��0���*F

��
.�<�+''+,���5�08
5�7��
07
���87
0:��
�+
0��
����-0�.�7�.:::�
-++�'�6��,���5�08�5�7

'/	7�

-
�
'�	

	�0�
�7+
����
��'
6+��-
&�/0�	
0++0:��
0+
��&�+�>�&+,
5
	7��6
��������	
��

��������7+�
.�/���-
7
0,�5�08�7+�7
,�6��+
70�/67;�<+����7&'�	
��&;
5
'��.�+		
<�+:::�
�,
7+�,�,�7+�'
.+�-�0
�������"+�0+
��&
��'��0+'�.+:
@�0/�
���7
8/0

%�+'+��	��-�0.'�7�'
,+</�
'�./'�	�
�

9�9
	�&�4�

�
0
�
+�,'��
�6

����� ,+'��+���0��

6���B����/������	0��������

	��������	������(��� 
��������
�����
��
������	
���/
�0������
����	�/��������������>
�
�
��
������������	��
�������
����.
�	*

�
�
��0�������
��
��
��
������
���������/��	��������
������������
����������������
����	�/�������������
>
�
�
��*

E�������
 �����!��	"�����
!�	��##�$�	�����	�
/�
��
��������
�*
����	�����!���	�
�����������
�*���
�������>
�
�
��
���	������
�!F
����	
����������
����*

��������
�
��
�����!�����B���

�0����������
0�
���	
����
��
��
�����������
	��
�����*
E,��
���/�
�
�
�0��
�
!F�

�����	�������*

Marriage is a highly regulated
institution in Indian society,
even when it is a result of a love

match. Suddenly, it becomes a matter of
a social contract, where the whole
caste, class and education dynamic
comes into play. We may claim urban
aspirations and refinements but class
differences in love and relationships
aren’t typical of Jane Austen’s England.
They exist just as overtly and not so
overtly even today. 

Actor Tillotama Shome’s forthcom-
ing feature film, directed by Rohena
Gera, Is Love Enough? Sir, revolves
around the relationship between a rich
man (played by Vivek Gomber) and a
housemaid (played by Tillotama). The
latter struggles to acknowledge her
feelings for Vivek, keeping in mind the
restrictions and prejudices of society,
something she doesn’t want to be
defined by. The film comments on the
deep-rooted class differences in India
and how a relationship between two
people from different strata is looked at
only in an exploitative set-up and never
part of a normal discourse. The inter-
esting bit about this film is that the
housemaid is as much aware and does-
n’t want to cross the line for her own
sake rather than giving in to the com-
forts of a rich life.

How difficult was it internalising
this conflict? Says Tillotama, “Love, they
say, is blind. But I think there are a lot
of factors — social, propriety, status, a
person’s background — which matter
more. Marriage is a social contract and
all these things are properly scanned
before marriages get fixed. So I think,
love is not so blind at all. It’s actually
quite harshly determined. Like any
other contract, there is a lot of scruti-
ny even here. It is not only about love
but about a lot of things other than the
pure emotion it is meant to be. We will
never choose to fall in love across the
class barrier. Which is why the film
questions — is love enough for two peo-
ple to be together?”

Throughout her career graph,
Tillotama has embodied characters
from the lower strata of society, the last
being Nayantara’s Necklace. Why did she
say yes to Sir? “When I was offered the

role, I felt the story was about the very
thing that we would criticise if it hap-
pened in reality or even feel guilty about.
We live in a society where we judge peo-
ple who work for us or belong to the
lower strata and we cannot imagine
falling in love with them. I felt that this
is the reality of the world I live in. No
matter how progressive and liberal I
think I am, ultimately, I have this
prejudice that breathes and
grows inside me. Even after
watching so many great
films or reading books, I
myself would not choose
to have feelings for
someone who works at
my home. I can watch
Parasite and be blown
away by it but I can’t
pretend that I don’t
have biases in my
own head. It would
never allow me to
fall in love with
such a person
because of the
work s/he
does,” she tells
us.

Certainly.
But that leaves
us with another
question —
how far can we
take it even if
we do fall in love
with our house-
help? Tillotama feels
that it completely depends
on a person’s choice. She
says, “It depends on how
much can I transgress? How
much am I willing to loiter or
take on society’s judgement? How
much courage and strengths do
I have to battle the prejudices and
comments that society’s going to
throw at me for the rest of my
life? It’s because I have done
something that doesn’t fit into
people’s idea of propriety. Hence,
it comes down to a deeply per-
sonal choice.”

At the same time, the Hindi
Medium actor feels that one can-

not be prescriptive about it. “We
are not talking about making
inter-class relationships
mandatory. It is not some
moral science lesson. It is a
choice that each one of us
needs to reconcile with deep
within ourselves and accord-
ingly decide whether we can
we live with it. Decisions
happen when you challenge
your own mentality. So we
cannot be prescriptive about
it ki ‘karna hi chahiye’,” she
adds.

Films like Bobby (1973),
Raja Hindustani (1996),
Laadla (1994) and more have
been examples of the class

divide though all of them were
done in a masala entertainer
format. What stands out in Sir

is the process of realisation and
actualisation of the choice in the
real world. Says Tillotama, “In
Sir, the explanation is more from

the point of time when they
acknowledge their feelings for each
other. It is about acknowledging each
other and becoming suddenly
aware of their desires and acting
upon them. In a typical love story,

girl and boy meet and realise that ‘oh,
there’s something between them,’ kiss
and follow it up with a ‘happily ever
after’ phase. But here, only the
acknowledgment of their desire is
more important for them because this
isn’t something they had planned or
expected. They certainly don’t know
how to articulate it or do anything about
it. It’s a helpless situation and it’s almost

becoming a prisoner of your own desires
because the expression of it is not some-
thing that the society would embrace hap-
pily or even have any taste for.”

She adds that such an affair is only
something that can be accepted in the
world of pornography in India. “If you
search or talk about such stories, the only
thing that comes up is pornography. I
realised that the only situation in which
we can imagine a home servant and the
owner together is in the most exploita-
tive context of pornography,” says she.

Be it Nayantara’s Necklace, where
Tillotama’s character is a social wannabe
who faces a moral question in the end or
Qissa: The Tale of a Lonely Ghost, where
her character’s life is disrupted and
shaped by India’s brutal Partition,
Tillotama’s roles have always pushed the
frontiers of societal gaze. How does she
select her roles? “If I get to learn a new
accent, dialogue, language or some kind
of action/physical activity, I would defi-
nitely go for it. I like to constantly add
something new to my skill set. The other
major factor is the script. It has to be the
hero. If it’s not a hero on the pages, it can’t
be that on the screen. These are two pri-
marily important things that I look for.
But yes, at the same time, I don’t want to
be the flag-bearer of independent, seri-
ous cinema. I am an actor and don’t want
to take myself too seriously. I am very
much open to do all kinds of works,” she
tells us.

Well, her recent role in web series,
Mentalhood, of a loud-mouthed Punjabi
woman proves that. She says, “She may
be loud and crass but she is still a human.”
And she is a humane artiste.

(The film releases on March 20.)

Overheard as the entertainment world
stalled in response to the coronavirus out-

break: “What are we going to do now, read
books?” That’s exactly what Pamela Milam will
be doing, and lots of them.

Milam is a selection reader for the Women’s
National Book Association, a nonprofit estab-
lished in 1917 to support, well, reading. She and
her colleagues began a marathon this month
to make it through as many as 100 books each
as they help develop the organisation’s annu-
al Great Group Reads list for National Reading
Group Month in October.

She’s also an avid theatre-goer. She lives in
the heart of Times Square and goes to the the-
atre about once a week, but when Broadway
and many other entertainments canceled, cut
back seating or postponed performances last
week, Milam knew exactly how she’d fill the
extra time.

“I’m happy snug on my couch. I’ll do my
best to make the most of that,” she said. Many
concert tours, awards shows, festivals, muse-
ums, sporting events and more have shut down
to help “flatten the curve” as the virus spreads
around the globe. Bans on big and medium-
size gatherings are proliferating, prompting
more people to hunker down at home.

“We’re catching up on our reading. I just
started Love in the Time of Cholera. It seemed
appropriate,” said Beverly Pfeiffer in Silver
Spring, Maryland, of the Gabriel Garcia
Marquez classic that, spoiler alert, doesn’t actu-
ally involve cholera.

Other people are working more, especial-
ly now that they’re doing it from home. Some
have upped their kitchen game by taking on
fussy recipes and baking projects. One com-
pany that offers online courses has seen a huge
jump in business, as has another that sells dig-
ital photo scanning services.

Interior designer Genevieve Gorder, co-
host of the Netflix series Stay Here, asked fol-
lowers on Instagram to share home improve-
ment goals that had been lingering at the bot-
tom of to-do lists. Cleaning blinds, a basement
sort-out and deck repairs are now on front

burners.
Devotees of opera and art are being treat-

ed to special live streams and virtual tours.
Museums have joined a social media move-
ment started by the Museum of the City of New
York to offer art and other imagery using the
hashtag #MuseumMomentofZen.

While a few are heading outdoors, some
folks who are shunning or shut out of their exer-
cise classes are working out new routines at
home.

Cynthia Shaw in Brooklyn is a classical
pianist and piano teacher who regularly gath-
ers with students and friends who play for each
other. Since many in their group of eight or so
are older, including some in their 80s, they’re
giving up their monthly home gatherings for
now, but played Sunday using a video confer-
encing platform instead. “Some of the older
members had a hard time figuring it out, but
they did,” she said. “I had my computer set up
next to the piano. I played the first movement
of a Beethoven sonata. People played Chopin.
There was some Gershwin. I think we’ll do it
again.”

Elsewhere, the TV binge is definitely on
with some new gems on offer. The Walt Disney
Co will release Frozen 2 on Disney-Plus sev-
eral months early to give families cooped up
by the coronavirus a welcome distraction, and
give its streaming service a boost. For docu-
mentary lovers, Netflix is rolling out new fea-
tures and series from acclaimed creators,
including The Innocence Files, Jeffrey Epstein:
Filthy Rich and David Attenborough: A Life on
Our Planet.

Psychotherapist Jeff Larsen in San Diego
has a plan, for himself and his clients. “It’s all
about slowing down,” he said. “So absolutely
pick up that book that’s been gathering dust,
watch that movie or binge-watch that TV show
that you haven’t had time to watch. Most impor-
tantly, it’s the mindset that we, as humans, need
to have going into this time period. It’s always
a good thing when we can slow down and sim-
plify our lives.”
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Global health guidelines may have
warned against large gatherings

and public events owing to the
Coronavirus pandemic but can that
ever dampen Bollywood’s mood to
celebrate, especially when the event in
question is about scooping up awards
and enjoying live performances by the
superstars?

If you were at the Zee Cine
Awards, pandemic would probably be
the last word in your mind. It was a
star-studded gala where Hrithik
Roshan, Ranveer Singh and Sara Ali
Khan’s dance performances
had them asking for more.
Of course, for the sake of
caution, the general pub-
lic was not allowed entry
and there was no red
carpet either.

Among B-
Town A-listers
spotted keeping
the shutterbugs
busy with their
style quotient
and posing were
A y u s h m a n n
Khurrana, Kartik
Aaryan, Ananya
Panday, Taapsee
Pannu, Kriti Sanon,
Nora Fatehi, Rakul
Preet Singh, Tara
Sutaria and Urvashi
Rautela. Govinda
came with wife
Sunita, while fashion

designer Manish Malhotra was spot-
ted giving photo-ops.

Ranveer Singh lived up to his
image of being an outrageous dress-
er, flaunting shock value in fashion as
always in a shiny black coat that had
gaudy, multi-coloured motifs all over.
He insisted on keeping his deep-tint-
ed Harry Potter shades on even when
he was sitting inside the dimly-lit
venue.

If you do keep track of who won
what, Ranveer won the Best Actor
(Male) in a Leading Role award for his
performance in Gully Boy while

actress Taapsee Pannu won the
Best Actress award for her role
in Badla. Posting a photo
with the trophy on social

media, Taapsee wrote, “The
first one for ‘Naina
Sethi’.”

Ranveer returned
on stage to collect the

Best Onscreen Pair tro-
phy along with
Siddhant Chaturvedi
for Gully Boy, while

Siddhant was also declared
Best Male Debutant for
the same film. Ananya
Panday won Best
Female Debutant for
Student Of the Year 2.

“Blessings on
Blessings on
Blessings,” wrote
Ranveer alongside an
image in which he is

seen f launting his trophies.
Ayushmann Khurrana was declared
“Best Entertainer of the Year” while
Kartik Aaryan won the Best Comic
Performance award for his role in Pati
Patni Aur Woh.

The Best Music award winners
were Sachet-Parampara for Kabir
Singh while Parvez Shaikh, Paul
Jennings, Oh Sea Young and Franz
Spilhaus shared the Best Action tro-
phy for War. The Best Choreography
award went to Bosco-Caesar for the
number Jai Jai Shiv Shankar in War,
and the film also won Best Visual
Effects.

The awards will air on Zee TV
and Zee Cinema on March 28.
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B-town shines despite the Big C

8��	

�,:

4
	���������/������������
��������
������������0�����/
�����������������)��
�������������I�
�
�����



������ ��������� ����� ��!"#�$%$%
9�9
	�& &�'(�4!

+��������D�����6��������/!�����%���	���

����������
���	
�������������������

�����
����������������
���������!��
�	�����
����
������	����!���������	�����

������/�*�!�
���������
�	��(@����
��&#�
���
%����!�
	
��>
����
�+����
�����!��.C$!������	�
����*�


�����	��	��$��!�
����
����)�������
���
�������

������������
�
���
�?
��!
��
������
��
	��
�������?������

,
�
��?
��!���
�������	������

	�����
���������
����(#���	������!
������
�6
��
�
,
��*�,
�����/�0
��������������
��
�������
����

����
���

�����	��������
�����������������
��/�0�*
!�
���������
�	��$#����
��&#�
����"���
!�
	
���
�����������+���!�����
���80!
������
�*

+���8�����
���������������
���)�����������)I������
5��
��
������
����0��
�������!����������������

/
����
�������!������-
B
���
��!�?�
�0�
��!��
�����
����
��/����
������*�!�
���������
�	��(&�!�
	
��+��
8�����
�����!��.'@!���	���  !�6��
*�

�
�����
&###+

��������
���&�##�����
��	���	�����

����
�����/
���?9�-�,�*
?��T��/�0�
���
0����
�
���
����
�)����
���

���������
�	�!
����.�����	�

������
��

������
�������������������������*�!�
���������
�	��$&����
�
&&�
����@����!�
	
���
������&###+!�������;
�!
8
���
�
�*

+�����������������
4���	��
�����

��	��������
����
��/��)��������M
'�����&�&�	�(
�����	)���	��
)�����	M�/��	�
�����������
��
�)�
���������
�
�������
�	��
���
�������
*�!�
�������
�
�	��$&�!�
���%
����/
���
!�
	
��+��������!
;
	��������;
�!
��
�
0�
����*�

)���"����

As an admirer and a res-
ident of Ustad
Bismillah Khan’s city,

Varanasi, I enjoyed the priv-
ilege of visiting him at his res-
idence several times. He was
very affectionate to me and
treated me as his grand-
daughter. Nai Sadak,
Beniyabaagh that time was
one of the dirtiest, narrow
and poverty-stricken lanes
of Varanasi. I would wonder
how  a legend like Khan had
the humility to bloom in its
deepest recesses. But
Bismillah sa’ab himself
described it as “Banaa” and
“ras”, a place with the essence
of delight. That’s why he has
become a metaphor of the
city itself. 

The title of Bharat Ratna
had not been conferred on
him back then but he had
already carved his place in my
heart. I remembered the day
I went to his house. Finally,
we were in front of an unas-
suming door, which had a
modest nameplate bearing
his name. With nobody to
guard, none to stop or ask any
question, it was open and led
straight to an inner verandah.
The cemented floor was dot-
ted with repaired patches
here and there; the walls,
too, had not been white-
washed for a long time and
wore an old look. A few fam-
ily members were there,
engaged casually in the daily
core. Habituated to see
unknown visitors, they gave
us a cursory look and with-
out asking any question a
teen-aged girl pointed
towards the staircase.
Everything seemed so infor-
mal, natural and homely that
we began feeling as if we were
in our own home.

No one accompanied us
but as indicated, we reached
straight to the second floor
room in which Ustad lived.
The room and the adjacent
terrace served as his usual
place to meet visitors who
often included national and
international celebrities and
dignitaries. The room, like the
rest of the household, had
nothing to boast of, without
any pomp and show that one

might expect in the house of
a great artist. It had a tin
shade without any false seal-
ing and a simple table fan
kept in one corner. 

Surrounded by nearly a
dozen people, he was sitting
on a simple cot knitted with
packthread. Talking to every-
one with his characteristic
affection, he saw us hesitating
at the door and called us in.
I looked around for a vacant
chair ; there was none.
Without waiting or asking
anyone, Ustadji himself went

out and brought two plastic
chairs. It is difficult for me to
believe that the great old
man of Indian music himself
brought a chair for me, a col-
lege student. With the conver-
sations going on in the room,
I came to know that the vis-
itors were family members of

Daler Mehndi, the renowned
singer. Baba, as I started call-
ing him from that very day,
did not know who Daler
Mehndi was. That lack of
curiosity was not unusual
considering he did not worry
about his self-image at all.
That day, too, he was wearing

a simple lungi and a multi-
holed vest. His unconscious-
ness about appearances was
no less remarkable than his
music. Within seconds I was
oblivious of the filth and
stink outside and his great
stature. But I can never for-
get the eternal gleam on his
face and his blissful eyes. It
seemed as if he survived only
by the nectar and rhythm of
music.

In later years of my life, I
met a number of artists and
well-known people but none
was so simple, humble and
heavenly. When I touched his
feet, he blessed me with an
affectionate smile, asking me
which class I was studying in
and if I could sing. I sang a
film’s song, “Kabhi khwab mein
ya khayaal mein...” He appre-
ciated my immature singing
and repeatedly blessed me
with many words in such a
way that visitors became curi-
ous about me. Baba said,
“Everyone should sing. It is
necessary. Keep singing,
whether you are cooking or
washing clothes or taking a
stroll, just keep singing.” He
loved cold drinks and offered
it to everyone. When he got
Bharat Ratna, people suggest-
ed he should buy a ceiling fan
and give a facelift to his house.
His reply was again character-
istic, “Has the Bharat Ratna
changed the colour of my
blood or has it changed my
face?” He could have asked
anyone to improve his lane; the
authorities would have done so
without making any fuss but
the thought of seeking any
such favour never crossed his
mind.

I used to visit him every
now and then but couldn’t go
for a long time when I was
busy with my research work.
Later I went to seek his bless-
ings after my marriage to
Rishi. Baba blessed me pro-
fusely and complained in the
same breath, “Your husband?
Blessings to both of you.
Where were you all these
years? Don’t you think you
should see your Baba? As
atonement, you will have to
cook my meal today.” And
then he jokingly added, “Don’t

be afraid, my granddaughters
will help you... And you gen-
tleman, you have got the best
of them as your life partner.
She is a gem. She sings so well.
You also sing?” Rishi, a regu-
lar singer, sang two songs but
Baba was not impressed and
said: “No, not up to mark. You
have to put your soul into it.
Then only the sur shall arrive
some day. It has visited me just
twice or thrice in my whole life,
the rest that I play is just a fee-
ble remembrance of those rare
moments.”

While talking or listening
to someone, Baba would sud-
denly start punctuating the
song with his immortal voice.
Those sporadic punctuations
formed the most precious and
memorable moments for the
gathering. Coming out of his
lane, I asked Rishi, “You have
always been a better singer
than me but why could you
not give your best today?” He
replied, “Ignorance is bliss.
You are ignorant of his stature;
to you, he is simply your Baba.
I know how great he is. It was
the consciousness of his great-
ness that kept hovering upon
me as long as I was sitting in
his presence.” 

But Baba himself was
never conscious of his own
presence. It was only the music
that mattered. In his own
words, it was ibaadat. I find no
parallel for this word in any
other language. Any place
where he could sit and sing was
ibaadat for him . Often, it used
to be the Hanuman temple at
Manikarnika Ghat. Baba had
a great reverence for Kashi
Vishwanath and swore in typ-
ical Banarasi Boli when terror-
ists attacked the Sankat
Mochan. He used to say, those
who spread hate are neither
Muslim nor Hindu.

Sometimes I miss him
and want to ask, “Baba, don’t
you think you should come
and see your granddaughter?”
But then I wonder, had he been
alive, how much pained he
might have felt in the atmos-
phere prevailing today.

(The writer is an assistant
professor, department of
English, MGK Vidyapith,
Varanasi.)

Gond artist Bhajju Shyam has
carved a space for himself in

India’s art landscape by combining tra-
dition and simple beliefs with
acquired techniques of expression.
And he uses folk motifs as urban
metaphors. For example, he had once
pictured an airport as a gobbling bird.
So there is a rootedness that informs
his works, some of which are on dis-
play at the Ojas Art Gallery.

Among 50 artworks of different
genres of folk and indigenous arts of
the country, the work of Padma Shri
Bhajju Shyam stands tall. There is not
just compositional control but a felic-
ity and fluidity with contours and
colour tones. Known as the most pres-
tigious practitioner of Gond art,
Shyam’s work has a rare uniqueness
that embodies the entire range of
human emotions through animal

imagery. In an interview to me last
year he had said, “I’m constantly find-
ing new subjects and metaphors from
the stories of the Gond art tradition.
That comes from the cradle, we are
born with it and I cannot deviate from
my being. My inspiration is my uncle
Jangarh Singh Shyam. Whenever I
mixed colours for him in his palette,
he would share stories and thoughts
with me. They stayed on and I draw
on them for my interpretations.”

The Metropolitan Opera canceled
performances and rehearsals

through March 31 due to fears of
the coronavirus spreading, leaving
singers scrambling to get home and
costing the financially-challenged
company millions of dollars.

The move was announced
Thursday, one day after US
President Donald Trump
announced a suspension of travel to
the US from Europe for 30 days
starting Friday. Met General
Manager Peter Gelb said it was too
early to determine whether the
company will resume for any part
of the remainder of its season,
which runs through May 9. “With
health authorities urging social
distancing with greater emphasis, it
is simply untenable for us to con-
tinue to perform, as it puts our
artists, staff and audience at risk,”
Gelb said.

Among the 21 canceled Met
Opera performances were this
Saturday’s matinee of a new staging
of Wagner’s Der Fliegende Holländer
(The Flying Dutchman) that was to
have been televised to film theaters
around the world. Also canceled
was a March 29 recital by Soprano
Diana Damrau with Royal Opera
music director Antonio Pappano at
the piano. “We do not have business
interruption insurance. In fact, I
don’t believe any of the performing
arts companies, or at least none of
the others I’ve been talking to, have
it,” Gelb said in a telephone inter-
view. “There are many ticket buy-
ers who we hope might consider
gifting us the tickets they’ve already
purchased rather than asking for
refunds.”

Gelb said the orchestra, chorus
and other full-time union members
will be kept on payroll at least
through the end of March. Many of
the Met’s singers and conductors
travel regularly from Europe.

Soprano Anna Netrebko posted
on Instagram that she would not be
traveling to New York for perfor-
mances of Puccini’s Tosca that had
been scheduled to start March 26.
Gelb said if the season resumes, it
would be more difficult to pull
together productions that have not
yet been on stage this season. “Our
casting is totally compromised
because many of the artists who
were scheduled for these perfor-
mances can’t even get to this coun-
try,” he said. “And those who were
in this country would like to get
out.”

Carnegie Hall also announced
it was closing its doors at midnight
Thursday for all public events
through the end of March, cancel-
ing performances from The
Philadelphia Orchestra, Angélique
Kidjo, the Castalian String Quartet
and Musical Armenia. The New
York Philharmonic, Chicago
Symphony and Los Angeles
Philharmonic also announced plans
to close.

The Philadelphia Orchestra
and music director Yannick Nézet-
Séguin went ahead with Thursday
night’s world premiere of Iman
Habibi’s Jeder Baum spricht (Every
tree speaks) at an empty Verizon
Hall and streamed the performance
on its website.

For most people, the new coro-
navirus causes only mild or mod-
erate symptoms, such as fever and
cough. For some, especially older
adults and people with existing
health problems, it can cause more
severe illness, including pneumonia.

The vast majority of people
recover from the new virus.
According to the World Health
Organisation, people with mild ill-
ness recover in two weeks, while
those with more severe illness may
take three to six weeks to recover.

B �

�What has been your guiding
force that made you achieve
so many accolades at such a
young age?

It’s strongly and purely my
parents motivation and
strength which has encouraged
me to work day and night. My
amma (mother) has always
stood with me, right from my
studies to various dance prac-
tices and performances. Even
my Guru Dr Jayaprabha
Menon has always remained
my greatest inspiration. Every
new class or a lesson taught by
her is a great learning.

�What made you choose
Mohiniyattam as your spe-
cialisation?

I have been learning dance
under prominent gurus since
I was five years old.
Mohiniyattam is the classical
solo dance form of Kerala and
has always inspired me with its
Abhinaya (expressions) as it
directly and easily connects
with people. Its delicate body
movements and subtle facial
expressions brings a flow in
your body. The other most
important and beautiful factor
is its grace which is very diffi-
cult to bring out.

�How do you think classical
Indian artforms have evolved
over the years?

The classical Indian art-
forms have evolved overtime in
terms of the facial expressions,
footwork, hand movements,
synchronisation and many
other such factors. 

�How do you see your peers
following classical artforms
since youth are more inclined
towards pop culture?

Even though pop culture is
known and liked by many I feel
that even now classical art-
forms, be it dance, music or
anything else, is highly appre-
ciated and valued by many,
even youngsters. I have partic-

ipated in various competitions
held by Delhi University. There
I have always see a rise in the
number of participants for
classical programmes every
year. In fact, other state and
district level competitions are
conducted in and around Delhi
for youngsters and kids who
focus on classical artforms to
inspire students. 
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In another work titled Pawan, we
see an idyllic simplicity. Worms

and reptilian species dot the “tree
of life” canvas but what stands is
the continuity of tradition through
antiquity that seems as just as rel-
evant to modern contexts. Bhajju
has a distinct approach and under-
standing; we see the way he fills in
the details even as he plays with the
beauty of concentric and geomet-
ric circles. There is a strong sense
of symbolism in the manner in
which he uses juxtaposition. While
this varies from modern sensibil-
ity, it becomes a delicious blend of
indigenous and contemporary
explorations. 

It also draws attention to the
symbiotic relationship between
nature and the individual. So
when we see the work, there is a
holistic pattern and aura of indige-
nous wisdom. 
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Another delightful work
is Saila Haathi or the

dancing elephant. Acrylic
and ink become his
favoured medium here.
The elephant is both sub-
ject and object, myth and
reality. It belongs to the fig-
ment of Bhajju’s imagina-
tion as well as the folk lore
that he loves to transcend.
But the elephant also
brings us face to face with
man’s greed and selfish-
ness, the truth that this beautiful giant is on the way to extinction. Remember
the persecution and cruelty meted out to  elephants in the temples of Kerala
and many other places? This image becomes a mascot of malpractices and
the last cry  of an animal that is pleading to humans. 
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The piece de resistance among
the artist’s works is Naur

Rupi Machli, which translates as
a fish-shaped boat. You have to
admire the intricate details of
Gond art and the thoughts
behind the creation in this beau-
tifully-painted work of two large
fish, a bird and smaller fish
around them. Characteristic of
Gond art are Bhajju’s  teeming
decorative patterns that fill the
images. In order to highlight
these patterns — which each
artist develops for her/himself as
a unique signature it  — are their
neatness and accuracy. Bhajju’s
versatility stands out for his
perfection in the geometric pat-
terns that he creates. That exper-
tise comes from helping his
mother with digna or the geo-
metric pattern before he appren-
ticed under the masters of
Jangarh. The colours are both
neon-tinted and flat, yet he
weaves in a robust balance of
darkness and light to create a
surreal syntax. 
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The first two competitions of
the Indian Grand Prix (IGP)

series will be held without any
spectators due to the COVID-19
pandemic, the Competition
Committee of Athletics
Federation of India (AFI) said on
Monday.

The second competition of
the Indian Grand Prix series was
scheduled to be held at Sangrur
but it will now be held at NIS
Patiala.

“IGP-1 will be held on 20th
March 2020 and IGP-2 will be
held on 25th March 2020 as per
schedule. The venue of both the
competition will be SAI NS-NIS
Patiala,” AFI said.

“Spectators will not be
allowed inside the competition
venue.”

Given the health hazard, the
AFI made it clear that “person-
al coaches, support staff or fam-
ily members/friends of athletes

who are not part of the National
Coaching Camp will not be
allowed inside the competition
venue”.

The AFI also said that all the
athletes coming from outside
will be allowed to enter the NS-
NIS campus only after a medical
check-up by AFI/SAI medical
team at the SAI NS-NIS gate.

The governing body also
said that “all the athletes will be
provided with an accreditation
card” and they have to “leave the
venue soon after completion of
their event without waiting to
witness other events”.

As part of its many precau-
tionary measures, the AFI also
decided to strictly restrict the
movement of competitors from
NS-NIS entry gate to the athlet-
ics track and back.

“Those who are not part of

the National Coaching Camps
are not allowed to go to the res-
idential hostels/guesthouses,” it
said.

The AFI Competit ion
Committee also revised the
events list for both the first and
second competitions.

The events in the first com-
petition include:  Men’s — 200m,
400m, 800m, 5000m, 400m
Hurdles, Long Jump, Triple
Jump, Shot Put & Javelin Throw;
Women’s — 100m, 200m, 400m,
800m, 5000m, Long Jump, Triple
Jump, Shot Put, Javelin Throw.

And the events in the second
competition are: Men’s — 200m,
400m, 1500m, 5000m, 400m
Hurdles, Long Jump, Triple
Jump, Shot Put & Javelin Throw;
Women’s — 100m, 400m, 800m,
5000m, Long Jump, Triple Jump,
Shot Put, Javelin Throw.
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Doubts are growing in Japan about the
Tokyo Olympics, with growing oppo-

sition to holding them as scheduled and
some urging officials not to risk lives by
pressing ahead during the coronavirus
emergency.

Officials like Japanese Prime Minister
Shinzo Abe and International Olympic
Committee chief Thomas Bach have
repeatedly insisted preparations should
continue to light the Olympic flame on
July 24.

But with events from the Premier
League to NBA basketball scrapped, and
Japanese sport also at a standstill, even US
President Donald Trump has suggested
putting the Olympics on hold.

Japan has seen relatively few
cases, with 814 testing positive and
24 dead. But some people on the
streets of Tokyo voiced concern for
the fans that would pour in from
abroad.

Koki Miura, a 27-year-old
employee at an internet com-
pany, said: “To be hon-
est, even if Japan over-
comes this crisis, we
wouldn’t receive visi-
tors from the world.
I think we’d better
not hold it.”

“We cannot
sacrifice people’s
lives for it,” added
Miura, who said
the Games
should be post-
poned — if not
cancelled outright.

Public opinion
in Japan appears to be
moving against the
Games. A poll for public
broadcaster NHK taken
on March 6-9 suggested
45 percent were opposed
to going ahead as

planned, with 40 percent in favour.
And a new poll of more than 1,000

people released Monday by Japan’s Kyodo
news agency showed 69.9 percent of
respondents believe Tokyo will not be able
to hold the Games as scheduled.

Tokyo governor Yuriko Koike has said
it is “unthinkable” to cancel the Olympics
but the decision rests with the IOC, which
is planning emergency talks with interna-
tional sports federations on Tuesday,
according to an IOC source.

Bach has stressed the IOC will follow
World Health Organization recommen-
dations regarding a possible postpone-
ment. But he has also acknowledged that
the cancellation of qualifying events was

posing “serious problems”.
At the beginning of March,

Bach said the IOC would show
“flexibility” regarding qualifica-
tions for the Tokyo, and encour-
aged “all athletes to continue to

prepare” for the Games.

‘LOOK AT THE PANIC’
Masao Sugawara, a
90-year-old pension-
er, said: “Personally, I
think it would be
safer to postpone
the Olympics for a
year, just as
President Trump
said. Look at the
panic.”

“Of course
it would be dis-
ap p o i nt i n g ,
though,” he
admitted.

M a n f r e d
Otto, 45, a half-

Japanese, half-
German lawyer, said

he was “worried”
about the Games and
stressed: “We really
need to be careful.”

“If the outbreak

does not get controlled by June or July, I
think we should postpone it,” said Otto.

The betting odds are increasingly
shifting towards the opening ceremony
not taking place on July 24. Bookmaker
Paddy Power is offering 4-1 against the
Games opening on time.

This comes as the virus — which has
killed 6,400 people worldwide — shreds
the international sporting calendar, with
almost no elite sporting action taking
place last weekend.

Preparations for the Games have
already been affected, with qualifiers
cancelled, test events scaled back and the
Olympic torch arrival and relay altered.

Plans have been scrapped to involve
hundreds of children in the torch’s arrival

ceremony, while an exhibition and three
events to display the flame have also been
axed.

Cancelling the Olympics would be a
heartbreaking decision for Tokyo residents
who rushed to buy tickets, and authori-
ties whose preparations have won wide-
spread praise — with the majority of
venues ready well ahead of schedule.

Hisaya Suzuki, 47, said he had tick-
ets to see baseball, Japan’s most popular
sport.

“It’s a once-in-a-lifetime opportuni-
ty, so I really wanted to take my son,” he
said, but added: “If there will be negative
consequences, it may be wiser to pause it
(the Games).”

Sugawara said the magnitude of the

coronavirus trumped sporting consider-
ations.

“I am 90 years old. Except for
wartime, I have never felt so worried.”
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Being home to 130+ Crore people and many mar-
tial art forms, it’s hard to believe that almost no one

has heard about Brazillian Jiu-Jitsu (BJJ) and it has only
recently started to take off in India and produced its
First Black Belt. 

Arun Sharma, Founder and Head Instructor of BJJ
India and Jeet Kune Do Athletic Club India, recently
earned his BJJ black belt after 13 years of training in
the Art, from multiple times world champion and a
4th Degree Black Belt Rodrigo Teixeria from Rio De
Janeiro, Brazil.

Brazillian Jiu-Jitsu is a form of martial art that was
developed by the Gracie family in the early 1910s. It
is also known as The Gentle Art of Self Defense as it
teaches its students to defend themselves without hurt-
ing the assailant by relying on techniques that are based
on leverage and principles of physics, which also gives
the smaller person to defend themselves against a big-
ger attacker without relying on speed and strength. 

BJJ is also the fastest growing sport around the
Globe. It is already a mainstream sport in the
American and European countries and India is catch-
ing up with the rest of the world rapidly. 

Brazillian Jiu-Jitsu can be practised as an art of self-
defence, a sport or as a part of fitness regime. Some
people also do it as an activity to socialise as world-
wide BJJ community is known for being welcoming
and friendly. 

In the past 13 years, Arun has taught more than
150 free seminars in the rural areas of the country. His
vision is to spread the art of Brazillian Jiu-Jitsu in India
and he plans on doing it by making 1000 instructors
which will allow people to see it as a viable career path
as well.

Arun’s journey in martial arts started at the age of
12 after he witnessed two of his friends getting killed
with a knife. He started with Shaoling kung fu, Jeet
Kune do (JKD) and Filipino Kali before ultimately find-
ing that his true self and passion lied within Brazillian
Jiu-Jitsu. 

There weren’t any Jiu-Jitsu Instructors in India
when he started training. In 2004, the internet was not
readily available in India so he used his father’s work
computer to watch videos of BJJ. That changed when
Rodrigo Teixeria started visiting India from Brazil to
give Arun private training without charging any fees.

Arun has been training the Indian special forces
and NSG along with various other Military and Law
Enforcement Agencies since he was 18 years old. 

“Jiu-Jitsu for me is self-improvement every day
and exorcising the demons within. Jiu-Jitsu has made
me calmer, it has given me the skill of understand-
ing that you can defend yourself without hurting the
aggressor. It has taught me that you can be anywhere
in the world and still help people by spreading the
art. “I was an introvert and shy kid in school
and it has really helped me out to bring out
my personality, of helping people
out and of making my passion,
my career" said Arun. 

Arun’s Martial arts academy
BJJ India, located in
Malviya Nagar, Delhi,
has now over 200 stu-
dents enrolled with
them. His students
have participated in
numerous tourna-
ments and have
accumulated over
15 Gold medals so
far in the Nationals and
International tourna-
ments and now he
hopes and envisions to
spread the art in the
upcoming times in
India. 
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Adecision over whether to postpone
football’s Euro 2020 by up to a year,
with all the sporting and financial

consequences that would entail, is set to
be made when UEFA holds a crisis meet-
ing on Tuesday as Europe battles the ongo-
ing coronavirus pandemic.

European football’s governing body
will hold a videoconference with represen-
tatives from all 55 member associations as
well as from clubs and players bodies.
UEFA will then hold an executive com-
mittee meeting at 1400 (1300 GMT) at
their Swiss headquarters.

The future of the European
Championship, due to take place for the
first time in 12 different cities spread across
the continent from June 12 to July 12, is
up in the air along with those of the
Champions League and Europa League.

The “dark scenarios” that UEFA pres-
ident Aleksander Ceferin warned against
envisaging when he spoke at the organi-
sation’s congress in Amsterdam just two
weeks ago now have to be considered.

All of Europe’s leading domestic
leagues ground to a halt last week, while
UEFA suspended all Champions League
and Europa League games due to be
played this week. Both tournaments are
still in the last-16 stage.

Europe has become the epicentre of
the coronavirus pandemic, with Italy
and Spain on lockdown, France gradual-
ly following suit, and other countries clos-
ing borders to halt the spread of the out-
break. More than 1,800 people have died
in Italy, which is supposed to host the
opening game of Euro 2020 in Rome.

POSTPONED FOR A YEAR?
The head of the Italian football fed-

eration, Gabriele Gravina, has already pro-
posed that the Euro be postponed, with
Italy coach Roberto Mancini calling for it
to pushed back 12 months.

“We would have won the European
Championship this summer, we can also
win it in 2021,” Mancini told television sta-
tion Rai Sport.

It is a position that many around the

continent are coming round to amid much
uncertainty as to when club football can
resume.

“UEFA has no choice. They have to
postpone the Euro and the Champions
League,” one senior figure in the world
game said, although finding agreement
across the board may not be easy.

“There are people who want to play,
and others who don’t,” French football fed-
eration president Noel Le Graet told
broadcaster TF1 on Sunday.

German broadcaster ZDF reported
that two possible options are on the table
for the European Championship.

One is to push it back to 2021,
although that is not as simple as it might
appear, as it would need FIFA president

Gianni Infantino to agree to halting the
inaugural edition of his highly lucrative
Club World Cup, due to take place in June
and July next year in China with some of
Europe’s top club sides involved.

FIFA offered “no comment” on
Monday on the matter.

There is also the issue of the women’s
European Championship, scheduled to
run from July 7 to August 1 next year in
England, with the final at Wembley. The
London venue is also supposed to hold the
semi-finals and final of Euro 2020.

The alternative option, according to
ZDF, is to maintain a Euro 2020 by play-
ing it towards the end of the year.

That supposes that the crisis will have
calmed down by then, and there is also the

issue of all the other football that has been
suspended.

Le Graet said “it is probable” that all
friendly matches scheduled to be played
at the end of this month will be postponed.
Play-off matches to decide the last four
berths at Euro 2020 can be expected to go
the same way.

In any case, world governing body
FIFA has already moved to say that clubs
no longer need to release players for the
scheduled international dates.

They may come to a decision to try
to complete the Champions League and
Europa League by curtailing the compe-
titions, meaning ties up to the semi-finals
could be decided in one-off matches.

From a financial viewpoint, UEFA

would undoubtedly prefer
postponing their flag-
ship tournaments to
cancelling them alto-
gether, or playing
matches behind
closed doors.

In any case, the
European Leagues
grouping of almost a thou-
sand clubs in 29 countries across the
continent warned that “cooperation, coor-
dination and flexibility are going to be
essential”.
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Italy coach Roberto Mancini said on Sunday he
was ready for the European Championship to be

postponed until 2021 amid the coronavirus pan-
demic.

“We would have won the European
Championship this summer, we can also win it in
2021,” Mancini told Italian television station Rai
Sport.

“Let’s wait to see what UEFA decides, but I
adapt to everything, right now the priority is to save
lives.”

Italy are set to host the opening match in Rome
on June 12, in a tournament which will be played
in 12 countries across the continent.

“The fact is that the problems we are having
now other nations will have shortly,” continued the
former Manchester City and Inter Milan coach.

“First of all we need to protect people’s health,
we have to wait for the peak, then when this situ-
ation begins to ease off we could start talking and
decide everything later.

“When we return to our normal life, to foot-
ball, we will be happier, we’ll find

freedom, be able to go back
to matches at the stadium,
have fun,” added the 55-
year-old.

“These dramatic situ-
ations can make you

become better. I hope
so.”

Italy won all 10
of their Euro

2020 qualifying
matches as
they roared
back under
M a n c i n i ’s
g u i d a n c e
having failed
to qualify for
the 2018
World Cup.

T h e y
a p p r o a c h

Euro 2020
searching for

just their second
European title

after winning in
1968.
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With the coronavirus out-
break bringing all sports

activities to a halt in the coun-
try, Sports Minister Kiren

Rijiju on Monday urged
the athletes to not
lose spirit and keep
working hard to stay

battle ready for
competitions.

“Due to coro-
navirus, sporting

events and competitions
are postponed temporar-
ily but I appeal all our ath-
letes not to lose the spir-
it, keep practicing and
focus on your training,”
Rijiju wrote on his Twitter
handle.

The government last

week imposed travel restrictions
to control the spread of the
virus, while the Sports Ministry
also urged all national federations
to follow the Health Ministry’s
advisory and avoid large gather-
ings in sports events.

Following the directives, the
three-match ODI series against
South Africa was called off, while
the 13th edition of the Indian
Premier League (IPL), which
was due to start on March 29, was
suspended till April 15.

The shooting World Cup
and Indian Open Golf was post-
poned, while badminton’s India
Open was also deferred after
Badminton World Federation
(BWF) suspended all World
Tour and sanctioned events,
owing to the outbreak of the
deadly disease. 
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‘Football can wait’
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In the wake of the
c o r o n a v i r u s

(COVID-19) pan-
demic, the
Champions League
can see both semi-
finals and the final
played over a four-day period in Istanbul.

According to a report in
telegraph.co.uk, this idea is among a series
of proposals to be put forward during
emergency Union of European Football
Associations (UEFA) video conference
meetings on Tuesday.

If the idea is agreed, the same would
apply to the Europa League where the
final is due to take place in the Polish city
of Gdansk.

Another idea which would be con-
sidered during Tuesday’s meet is to con-
dense all the games, including the quar-
ter-finals and semi-finals, which would
normally be over two-legs, home and
away, into one-off matches to crammed
into one week.

The UEFA plan would see the
remaining last-16 ties being played as
normal once football is allowed to
return. During the meeting, they could
also look at postponing Euro 2020 for an
year.
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The leader of the IOC’s co-ordina-
tion commission for the Tokyo

Olympics said there is no May dead-
line to cancel the games and he
remains confident the event will go
ahead despite sports coming to a vir-
tual standstill globally.

John Coates, who will have to go
into government-mandated self-isola-
tion when he returns to Australia this
week from Olympic business in
Europe, told the Sydney Morning
Herald newspaper: “It’s all proceeding
to start on the 24th of July.”

Dick Pound, a former IOC vice
president, said in an interview with the
Associated Press last month that the
end of May loomed as a possible dead-
line for the IOC to make a call on the
Tokyo Olympics.

But Coates, an IOC vice president

and head of the Australian Olympic
Committee, told the paper in a tele-
phone interview from Switzerland
that the IOC didn’t recognize the dead-
line and he thought Pound had backed
away from it, too.

“It’s never been the IOC’s position.
It was Dick’s idea. There is four
months to go,” Coates told the news-
paper on Monday.
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allowed inside the historic Panathenaic
stadium on Thursday during the
Olympic flame handover ceremony for
Tokyo 2020, the Greek Olympic
Committee said on Monday.

The ceremony will take place in the
presence of Greece President Katerina
Sakellaropoulou and a small delegation
of the Tokyo 2020 Organizing
Committee, said the Hellenic Olympic
Committee. “The Panathenaic Stadium
will be closed to the public,” it said.

“Tokyo 2020 has been informed
that the Greek leg of the Olympic Torch
Relay has been cancelled. However, we
have been also informed that the
Hellenic Olympic Committee has
agreed to carry out the handover cer-
emony as planned on March 19,
although there will be no public in
attendance,” the organising committee
of the Olympics said in a statement.
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