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Forget about leaving home
for the next 21 days,”  Prime

Minister Narendra Modi
announced  on Tuesday night,
adding, “If you cross the
Lakshman Rekha, you will
invite the virus home.” 

In his second address to the
nation within a week, the PM
said the country will be under
a complete three-week lock-
down from Tuesday midnight
to fight the spread of coron-
avirus. “This lockdown will be
strictly imposed in every village
and every lane. According to
health experts, 21 days are
necessary to break the cycle of
coronavirus. If these 21 days are
not observed as a lockdown, it
will take us back 21 years,” the
PM said. 

The essential services that
were functional on March 22
during the Janata Curfew will
remain operational even dur-
ing the complete nationwide
lockdown announced by the
PM on Tuesday. This includes
grocery stores, among other
facilities. 

“From midnight, the entire
country will be in lockdown,
total lockdown. To save India,
to save its every citizen, you,
your family... every street, every
neighbourhood is being put
under lockdown... 21 days’
lockdown may seem to be a
long time, but this is the only
way to ensure everyone is safe.
If we don’t handle these 21 days
well, then our country, your
family will go backwards by 21
years,” the PM said, folding his
hands. 

Referring to efforts made
by the world to curb the spread
of the novel coronavirus, Modi
said that the precaution of
social distancing is a tried and
tested way of succeeding in
curbing the pandemic. “There
is a misconception that social
distancing is only for those who
are sick. Social distancing is for
everyone, even the Prime
Minister! Some people are
spreading false information,
which will affect every single
citizen of the country. And if all
citizens are affected, the nega-
tive effects are unimaginable,”
he said. 

The Centre and States are
working to ensure that essen-
tial supplies are not disrupted,
he said, adding that his
Government had set aside
�15,000 crore to strengthen the

health infrastructure to tackle
coronavirus. Asserting that
India was at a critical stage in
its battle against coronavrius,
Modi said even a single mistake
could see the deadly virus
spreading like wildfire. “Some
think social distancing is only
for patients. That’s not correct.
Social distancing is the only
way to fight the virus. It is for
every citizen, every family,
every member, even for the
Prime Minister.”

“Experts say if a person is
infected today, it takes many
days for them to display symp-
toms, and they unknowingly
infect all who come in contact
with them in this period. A sin-
gle infected person can infect
hundreds in weeks, it spreads
like fire,” the Prime Minister
said. Referring to a WHO
report, he pointed out that
COVID-19 took 67 days to
spread to one lakh people. 

Continued on Page 2
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Facing flak for allowing
exports of medical equip-

ment and sanitisers when the
country needed them the most
to tackle the coronavirus out-
break, the Centre on Tuesday
banned their exports with
immediate effect. In addition,
equipment used in intensive
care units have also been
brought under the purview of
the export ban. 

Meanwhile, the Indian
Council of Medical Research
(ICMR) on Tuesday said that at
least 118 Government labora-
tories have been included in its
network of coronavirus testing
with a capacity to test 12,000

samples daily. The decision
came on a day when two mol-
ecule diagnostic companies
each in Punjab and Pune have
developed indigenous testing
kit, India’s first, which have
been approved by the ICMR. 

The export ban came a day
after Congress leader Rahul
Gandhi accused the Narendra
Modi Government of delaying
its decision to ban the export of
life-saving equipment like ven-
tilators amid the coronavirus
outbreak, suggesting a “crimi-
nal conspiracy”. “Respected
Prime Minister, why did the
Indian Government allow the
export of all these things till
March 19 contrary to WHO’s
advice to keep sufficient stock
of ventilators and surgical
masks. Which forces encour-
aged these games? Isn’t this a
criminal conspiracy,” Rahul
asked in a tweet in Hindi.

Continued on Page 2

	
��� 356�7589�

Union Home Minister Amit
Shah on Tuesday directed

Delhi Police Commissioner
SN Srivastava to protect the
doctors and health profession-
als facing problem from their
landlords. The Home Minister
received petition from Resident
Doctors’ Association of All
India Institute of Medical
Science about the errant behav-
iour of their landlords asking
them to vacate the rented
homes.

In their complaint to Home
Minister and the PMO, the
association also requested for
transport facilities. “This is to
bring to your kind notice that
doctors, nurses and other
healthcare workers in Covid-
2019 care are being asked to
vacate their rented homes and
some have been forcefully
evicted from their temporary
residence by landlords and
house owners due to the fear

that those healthcare profes-
sionals make them more sus-
ceptible to coronavirus infec-
tion.”

“Many doctors are now
stranded on the roads, nowhere
to go, across the country. We
condemn such attitude and
hereby, request you to release
an order, as soon as possible,
prohibiting the landlords /own-
ers to evict the tirelessly work-
ing doctors and other health-
care professionals,” said the
doctors’ association. 

Continued on Page 2
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Prime Minister Narendra
Modi on Tuesday said that

media has played a praisewor-
thy role in spreading awareness
about the coronavirus out-
break as his Government
directed the States to ensure
operational continuity of print
and electronic media.

He said that newspapers
carry tremendous credibility
and the local page of a region
is widely read by people. It is
therefore imperative that
awareness about coronavirus is
spread through articles pub-
lished in this page. It is essen-
tial to inform people about
where the testing centres are,
who should get tested, whom
to contact to get tested and fol-
low home isolation protocols.
This information should be
shared in newspapers and web
portals of the paper, the Prime
Minister said.

Terming the media as crit-
ical infrastructure, the Centre
said the functioning of media

is needed in the current situa-
tion to deliver information to
the public. Earlier, the Prime
Minister interacted with over
20 journalists and stakeholders
from print media from all over
the country via video confer-
encing.

The PM said media has
played a praiseworthy role in
disseminating information to
every nook and cranny of this
nation. This makes the media
all the more significant in
fighting this challenge and
spreading correct information
about it at micro level.

He also suggested that
information like location of
availability of essential items
during lockdown can also be
shared in the regional pages.

“The Prime Minister asked
the media to act as a link
between Government and peo-
ple and provide continuous
feedback, at both national and
regional level. He underlined
the importance of social dis-
tancing.

Continued on Page 2
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The Election Commission
on Tuesday deferred the

Rajya Sabha polls scheduled for
March 26 due to lockdown in
view of the coronavirus spread.
The EC will review the situa-
tion after March 31. 

The decision comes just a
day after Parliament was
adjourned sine die on the same
grounds. While 37 Rajya Sabha
members have already been
elected unopposed, poll was to
elect 18 others. 

The seats include four each
in Gujarat and Andhra
Pradesh, three each in
Rajasthan and Madhya
Pradesh, two in Jharkhand and
one each in Manipur and
Meghalaya. Another bypoll
was announced later to fill the
vacancy caused by resignation
of BJP MP Birender Singh. 

The deferment will reduce
RS size, but there is no legal
binding that all RS seats should
be occupied at all times. 

Continued on Page 2
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Following coronavirus out-
break, the Delhi Police on

Tuesday removed people
protesting against the citizen-
ship law at Shaheen Bagh and
other places in the national
Capital.

According to RP Meena,
the Deputy Commissioner of
Police (DCP), Southeast dis-
trict, a total of nine protesters,
including six women, were
detained at Shaheen Bagh and
taken to a nearby police station.

“People were requested to
vacate the site as lockdown has
been imposed due to the coro-
navirus outbreak. However,
action was taken when they
refused to end the gathering,”
said the DCP.

The agitators, mostly
women, had been on a sit-in at
the site for over three months
to protest the Citizenship
Amendment Act (CAA). “Most
of the protesters vacated the site
after police made an appeal but
a few refused. So, police
detained them. A decision
about resuming the protest

will be taken after the coron-
avirus situation comes under
control,” a volunteer at the site
requesting anonymity said. 

On Sunday, during the
“Janta curfew”, only five women
were at the site while others had
left their slippers as a symbol of
solidarity. “The women were
taking all precautions amid
the coronavirus outbreak and
sanitisers had been arranged at
the venue to ensure utmost
hygiene,” a volunteer said.

Other protest sites, includ-
ing Jafrabad in Northeast Delhi,

Turkman Gate in Central Delhi
and Hauz Rani in South Delhi
also were cleared by the police.

The move comes two days
after Delhi Chief Minister
Arvind Kejriwal announced a
complete lockdown in the
national Capital till March 31
in order to control the spread
of coronavirus. 

The Delhi Police has
imposed prohibitory orders
under Section 144 of the CrPC
in the national capital till
March 31 banning protests
and other gatherings.
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Finance Minister Nirmala
Sitharaman on Tuesday

announced a slew of conces-
sions on mandatory compli-
ances relating to Income Tax,
Goods and Services Tax (GST),
insolvency and banking code
and commerce and extended
deadline, including that of fil-
ing IT, to June 30 from March
30, 2020, to help consumers
and industry cope with the
lockdown situation necessi-
tated in the wake of the spread
of cornonavirus. There will not
be any charge on withdrawal of
money from ATMs too.

The Minister said an eco-
nomic package is being
worked out which would be
announced soon by the
Government to provide
immediate assistance to people
in the quarantined state.

The eight-point compli-
ance relief package announced
by the Minister included waiv-
er of late fee and penalties,
reduced interest on delayed tax
payments and extension of
due dates for various statuto-
ry compliance requirements.

Addressing an online Press
conference here, Sitharaman
along with Minister of State
Anurag Thakur said people
could use their debit card in

any nearest bank without hav-
ing to pay any banking charges
for next three months, no
minimum balance would be
mandatory for bank accounts
and all consumers would pay
reduced banking charges for
digital transactions.

Interest rates for many
delayed payments have been
reduced from exiting 12 per
cent to only nine per cent.

The Minister said while
the compliance relief mea-
sures were being announced
now, an economic package in
the offing. “We are very close
to announcing an economic
package, which will be
announced sooner than later,”
she said.

Continued on Page 2
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With the count of the coro-
navirus positive cases

crossing 500-mark on Tuesday,
the Centre asked all the States
to further enhance surveil-
lance to trace infected people
to break the transmission chain
across India and ensure funds
for setting up of additional
medical facilities like hospitals,
clinical laboratories and isola-
tion wards to combat with the
endemic. More States and dis-
tricts also announced imposi-
tion of curfew to strictly
enforce “social distancing”.

As per the Government
data, 519 people in India have
tested positive for Covid-19 so
far, with 40 cured and 9 deaths,
with an addition of 12 new
cases on Tuesday. Eleven peo-
ple have died due to the con-
tagious infection, which orig-
inated in Wuhan city of Hubei
province in China over three

months ago. Over 17,100 peo-
ple have been killed and almost
four lakh are infected world-
wide.

In a letter to all the Chief
Secretaries of the States,
Cabinet Secretary Rajiv Gauba
asked them to “suitably sup-
plement” State and district sur-
veillance teams as well as the
Rapid Response Teams (RRT)
to meet any urgency.

“It is absolutely essential
that surveillance and contact
tracing of all positive cases is
taken up and no suspected or
high risk person is left out. It
is important that while these
tasks are being monitored at
the State level by the State
Health Secretaries, this activi-
ty is directly and regularly
monitored at the district level
by the district magistrates,
involving the official machin-
ery available in the district,”
Gauba said.

The Centre during a video

conference had asked the State
Governments on Sunday to
identify and earmark hospitals
dedicated for management of
Covid-19 cases. Gauba asked
the State officials to upload the
details of both the surveillance

measures and the hospitals on
the health online portal of the
Ministry of Health and Family
Welfare.

All violations should be
met with legal action, the
Cabinet Secretary told the

States and UTs.
The State Governments

have been conveyed that pub-
lic gatherings could lead to
escalation of the prevailing sit-
uation as so far nearly 500 pos-
itive cases have been reported
from different parts of the
country. Of the total cases, 41
are foreign nationals and the
eleven deaths reported so far,
the Health Ministry said. 

Continued on Page 2
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The Centre on Tuesday
asked all Chief Ministers to

provide financial aid to millions
of construction workers from
the cess available with them
amid Covid-19 outbreak.
Labour Minister Santosh
Gangwar issued an advisory to
all the States and Union
Territories asking them to pro-
vide succour to nearly 3.5 crore
construction workers from Rs
52,000-crore construction cess
under their disposal. 

The decision followed a let-
ter by Congress president Sonia
Gandhi to Prime Minister

Narendra Modi urging him to
roll out emergency welfare
measures for the construction
industry workers.

“Under Section 60 of the
Building and Other
Construction Workers
(BOCW) Act, 1996, all
States/UTs have been advised
to transfer funds in the account
of construction workers
through DBT (direct benefit
transfer) mode from the cess
fund collected by the Labour
Welfare Boards under the
BOCW cess Act,” Gangwar
wrote to Chief Ministers and
Lieutenant Generals.

Continued on Page 2
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New Delhi :  Delhi Chief
Minister Arvind Kejriwal on
Tuesday said no new case of
coronavirus has been reported
in Delhi in the past 40 hours,
and the earlier number of
virus-infected patients has also
gone down from 30 to 23.

He said it was good that
some patients have recovered
but cautioned about a long bat-
tle ahead against the virus.
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Guwahati: Admitting that the
Assam Government does not
have enough f inancial
resources to support the poor
if the lockdown continues
beyond March 31, Finance
Minister Himanta Biswa
Sarma on Tuesday said some
drastic steps may have to be
taken in April.

Entire Assam has been
placed under a lockdown from
6 pm on Tuesday till midnight
of March 31 to combat the
impact of novel coronavirus in
the state.

The senior minister asked
people to be mentally pre-
pared for any situation as the
state is heading towards an
uncertain phase.

"There are lots of prob-
lems in the current situation.
Many of the ruling and oppo-
sition members have
expressed apprehensions

about tea garden workers,
daily wage earners or people
engaged in the tourism sector.
We have never seen such a cri-
sis in our lives. I do not have
a quick fix answer now,"
Sarma said.

Taking part in a special
discussion on the coronavirus
situation in Assam Assembly,
he said all allocations under
different heads have already
been exhausted as the finan-
cial year is nearing its end on
March 31. PTI

Chandigarh: Six more people
tested positive for coronavirus
on Tuesday in Punjab, taking
the number of confirmed
cases to 29 in the State, said
officials. 

All six patients had come
in contact with with the 70-
year-old Nawanshahr resident
who had tested positive for the
infection and died of cardiac
arrest last week.  

Among the fresh cases,
three are family members of
the septuagenarian in
Nawanshahr while the others
are residents of Phillaur in
Jalandhar, officials said here.  

All of them have been
admitted to a government
hospital, they said.  

Twenty-one people have
contracted the disease after
coming in contact with

The Germany-returned
septuagenarian. The septua-

genarian, a resident of
Pathlawa vil lage in
Nawanshahr, had even gone to
the Hola Mohalla celebra-
tions in Rupnagar's Anandpur
Sahib from March 7 to 9. The
authorities had appealed to
people to get themselves test-
ed if they met him.  

In Punjab, there are 18
positive cases in Nawanshahr,

five in Mohali,  three in
Jalandhar, two in Amritsar
and one in Hoshiarpur. As of
now, a total of 282 samples
have been tested, of which
220 were declared negative
while the result of 33 is await-
ed. Close contacts of all posi-
tive cases have been put under
quarantine and surveillance, as
per a medical bulletin.  PTI
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Aday after the Punjab
Government clamped a

statewide curfew to combat
coronavirus, over 100 violators
were arrested in parts of the
state for defying the orders
even as people largely stayed
indoors.

However, Chief Minister
Amarinder Singh in a video
message expressed satisfaction
over the response to the curfew
and said the State Government
wanted people to stay indoors to
check the spread of the disease.

Singh acknowledged that
people were facing difficulties as
they require milk, vegetables
and other items.

"We have made arrange-
ments. We have told the deputy
commissioners to ensure the
supply of milk. We are trying
that milk and vegetables reach
on their doorstep," said Singh.

The Punjab government
had imposed the curfew after

finding that people were ignor-
ing the statewide lockdown
ordered by it. Chief Minister
Amarinder Singh ordered the
imposition of a "full curfew with
no relaxations".

On Tuesday, police regis-
tered 232 FIRs and arrested 111
people for the curfew violation,
an official said.

Police also had to use mild
force against those who violat-
ed the restrictions.

Wielding sticks, police per-
sonnel at many places forced
violators, especially youths, to do
sit-ups or even crawl on the road
as a punishment for coming out
of their homes without any rea-
son. Some violators, who were
on two-wheelers and travelled in
cars, were slapped and hit with
stick for defying the orders.

Videos of such violators
even went viral on social
media. They were allowed to
go home after they apologised
for roaming on streets, an
official said. PTI


//�	

��������
��������
��
����������(	�

Berhampur (Odisha): More
than 2,000 migrant workers,
who returned to Odishas
Ganjam district from other
COVID19-hit States by train,
were screened at the railway sta-
tion here and asked to remain
under home quarantine by the
administration, officials said.

Most of the people who
returned to the state on Monday
night came from Maharashtra,
Gujarat and Kerala, which have
witnessed a high number of
coronavirus cases so far, they
said. We sealed all the platforms
and made sure that the people
who returned from other states
were screened before they leave
for their respective villages,
Ganjam District Collector Vijay
Amruta Kulange said.

Personal and travel details of
the migrant workers were regis-
tered with the government, he
said, adding, all of them were
asked to remain under home
quarantine for 14 days. PTI
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Kolkata: On a day police
removed protesters against the
amended Citizenship Act at
Shaheen Bagh in Delhi, agitators
at the Bengal version of the
Shaheen Bagh here at Park
Circus on Tuesday agreed to the
State Government's request and
decided that only a batch of 7
will contiue the stir till the
coronavirus crisis ends.

About 50 women protesters
have been holding protest
together at the Park Circus
which will now come down to

seven on a rotational basis in
conformity with the state gov-
ernmen's lockdown notifica-
tion on coronavirus that not
more than seven persons shall
assemble together as part of the
social distancing drill against
COVID-19.

The demonstration on the
lines of Shaheen Bagh in Delhi
began at Park Circus Maidan on
January 7 with 60 women
protesting against the
Citizenship (Amendment) Act.
Burqa clad protesters chanting

"azadi" have been continuing
with the agitation.

"We were requested by the
government to stop gathering of
protesters 

and carry demonstration
in smaller numbers on a rota-
tional basis. 

This has been allowed by
the government," said Asmat
Jamil, one of the organisers of
the dharna. The seven people
will sit at a safe distance from
each other taking every precau-
tion required, she said. PTI

.���	��"�
��������0,%	%����.	�%1���
���������	����*22����
�����	��%����3 Bhopal: A day after the reins

of power Changed from the
hands of the Congress to the
BJP in Madhya Pradesh, a
woman collector who had
allegedly hit a leader of the saf-
fron party during a pro-
Citizenship Amendment Act
was transferred.

Video clips had shown
Rajgarh Collector Nidhi
Nivedita purportedly slapping
a man during the BJP rally on
January 20. Nivedita was on
Tuesday shifted to the MP
secretariat as deputy secretary

while Neeraj Kumar Singh was
appointed in her place in
Rajgarh. After the January 20
incident, BJP leaders, in the
opposition at the time, includ-
ing current chief minister
Shivraj Singh Chouhan, had
condemned her behaviour and
demanded action against her.

The Chouhan
Government on Tuesday also
transferred Rewa Municipal
Corporation commissioner
Sabhajit Yadav, who has had
run-ins with prominent BJP
leaders in the state. PTI
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From Page 1
Rahul Gandhi also tagged a

news report which claimed that
India did not stockpile coronavirus
protective equipment for health
workers despite WHO guidelines in
this regard. 

The Congress on Monday also
demanded the dismissal of
Commerce Minister Piyush Goyal
and the Ministry's Secretary for
"allowing the export of masks and
ventilators" till March 19 despite
WHO caution on the coronavirus
outbreak much earlier. "Dear PM,
should you not sack the Union
Commerce Minister and the
Commerce Secretary for permitting

exports of ventilators, surgical
masks, face masks, raw material for
masks till March 19," Congress chief
spokesperson Surjewala said.

"Was this not playing with the
health of doctors and paramedics
staff and with coronavirus patients
who need ventilators. How was their
export allowed?" Surjewala said.

"This is criminal as our own doc-
tors, nurses, patients are facing acute
shortage of masks and other equip-
ment, besides ventilators," he said. 

Rejecting the Congress charge,
BJP leader Amit Malviya said, "The
Government of India had banned the
export of N95 masks, body overalls
and 2-3 ply masks on 31 Jan itself,
much before any WHO advisory.
N95 respirators and body overalls
being the most critical personal pro-
tective gear for COVID-19 haven't
been allowed to be exported since." 

As far as the indigenous kit is
concerned,  developed by the Pune-
based Mylab Discovery Solutions it
will cost Rs 80,000 and can test 100
patients. ICMR currently has
100,000 test kits and Mylabs says it
can make another 100,000 just a
week. The ICMR has, however,
ordered 200,000 testing kits from
Germany. "We can produce 1 to 1.5
lakh tests in a week, we are trying to
increase our production for the
public. These kits cost 1/4th the price
that the imported kits are being sold
for," said Ranjit Desai, a scientist at
the lab. 

The ICMR said that a total
20,864 samples from 19,974 indi-
viduals have been tested for the viral
infection so far. A total of 482 indi-
viduals have been confirmed posi-
tive among suspected cases and
contacts.

From Page 1
The Minister has stated in

the letter that in this challeng-
ing situation, it is imperative
that we devise probable mech-
anism to support unorganised
workers, who sustain their
livelihood on daily wages. 

The Minister also said that
State building and construction
workers welfare boards have
collected sufficient funds. The
cess has been levied and is
being collected at 1 per cent of
the cost of construction as
notified by the Central
Government in its official
gazette.

The BOCW Welfare Cess,
1996, provides for levy and col-
lection of cess at such rate not
exceeding 2 per cent, but not
less than 1 per cent of the cost
of construction as the Central
Government may notify.

Sonia pointed out to the
Prime Minister that the con-
struction industry employed
over 44 million people, and the

workers should be given wage
support.

Over the last week, lakhs of
migrant workers in major cities
across India have left for their
hometowns and villages, fear-
ing a prolonged economic
downturn.

As the second largest
employer in India, over 44
million construction workers
are now faced with a precari-
ous future. Many are stranded
in cities and are deprived of
their livelihoods due to strin-
gent lockdown measures,"
Sonia said in her letter to the
Prime Minister.

The Building and Other
Construction Workers
(Regulation of Employment
and Condition of Service) Act
1996 provides for various wel-
fare measures for workers. The
Act also provides for State
Welfare Board and the consti-
tution of welfare funds. It is
reported that the Welfare
Boards collected Rs 49,688.07
crore till March 31, 2019.
However, only an amount of Rs
1,93,79.922 crore had been

spent," she noted.
Pointing out that several

countries, most notably
Canada, have announced wage
subsidy as part of its COVID-
19 Economic Response Plan,
the Congress chief said, "I
request you to consider advis-
ing the State Building and
Other Construction Workers
Welfare Boards to roll out
emergency welfare measures,
particularly wage support, to
construction workers who are
in distress".

In separate letters to the
Chief Ministers of Congress-
ruled States, Sonia said the con-
struction industry that was
reeling under the impact of
demonetisation and Goods
and Services Tax (GST) had
been hit afresh by the pan-
demic.

"Given that a significant
part of the cess lies unutilised,
the State Welfare Boards may
consider providing wage sup-
port to their registered benefi-
ciaries... Keep me informed of
the progress in this matter," she
told the Chief Ministers.

From Page 1
The compliance relief mea-

sures cover Income Tax, GST,
customs and central excise,
compliance and regulations
related to Companies Act,
Insolvency and Bankruptcy
Code, fisheries department,
banks and commerce.

Sitharaman said the last
date for filing Income Tax
returns for financial year 2019
was being extended to June 30,
2020. "For delayed payments
made till 30 June, interest rate is
reduced from 12 per cent to 9
per cent," the Minister said,
adding the measure was limit-
ed to FY19.

In the case of delayed
deposit of tax deducted at
source, interest payable would be
halved to 9 per cent from 18 per
cent for payments made till 30
June. The Minister also said the
direct tax dispute settlement
scheme "Vivad se Vishwas" was
being extended till June 30 with-
out the additional 10 per cent

charge that was otherwise
applicable. "Earlier, up to March
31, there was no additional
charge. Everything is now
extended to June 30," she said.

The Minister announced
that the companies with less
than Rs 5 crore turnover will not
have to pay interest, late fee, or
penalty, however, for bigger
companies, no late fee and
penalty will be charged but the
interest will be levied at a
reduced rate of 9 per cent.

The Minister said the
March 20 deadline for various
actions like filing of appeals,
furnishing of returns, invest-
ing in savings instruments or
investments for rollover ben-
efit of capital gains tax bene-
fit under various laws admin-
istered by the revenue depart-
ment has been extended to
June 30. For settling disputes
in customs and excise taxes no
interest will be levied if pay-
ment is paid by June 30.
Sitharaman said customs and
excise will be doing duties 27
x 7 until June 30.

Similar relief in compli-

ances in the fisheries or aqua-
culture sector was also
announced by the Minister.

The Government waved off
mandatory board meetings by
the companies in the wake of the
lockdown. On the volatility in
the stock market, Sitharaman
said the SEBI has already issued
guidelines in the backdrop of
developments and monitoring it
daily thrice in a day.
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Dr Srinivas Rajkumar, general sec-
retary of the AIIMS association, later
said the Home Minister had called him
and assured that “any such issue of
ostracisation will be taken seriously and
action will be taken immediately.”

The association also pointed out
that the healthcare professionals fac-
ing problem in transportation due to
complete lockdown. “Therefore we
request you to arrange proper trans-
port for the healthcare providers
across the country and direct the
police and involved security adminis-
tration to allow them to travel hassle
free to their workplace upon produc-
ing their identify cards.”

Shah later phoned Srivastava to ask
him to take action on complaints
received from healthcare professionals.

From Page 1
“The prevailing unforeseen situation

of public health emergency indicates the
need for avoidance of possibilities of gath-
erings of any nature, which expose all
concerned to possible health hazard,” the
EC said in a note.In its order, the EC said
it has reviewed the situation in detail and
the public health emergency indicates the
need for avoidance of possibilities of gath-
erings of any nature, which expose all
concerned to possible health hazard.”The
poll process in the elections would nec-
essarily include the gathering of polling
officials, agents of political parties, sup-
port officials and members of respective
Legislative Assemblies on the poll day,
which may not be suitable in view of the
prevailing unforeseen situation and relat-
ed advisories in the country,” the EC
noted.Section 153 of the Representation
of the People Act, 1951 specifies that the
Election Commission for reasons which
it considers sufficient, may extend the
time for the completion of any election
by making necessary amendments in the
notification issued by it under section 30
or sub-section (1) of section 39; and
accordingly, the Election Commission
has deferred the poll and extended the
period of the Rajya Sabha election.The
list of contesting candidates, already pub-
lished for the said elections by the
respective Returning Officers shall
remain valid for the purposes of
remaining activities, as prescribed
under the said notification, the EC
said”Fresh date of poll and counting for
the said biennial elections shall be
announced in due course after review-
ing the prevailing situation,” it said. The
EC on February 24 had announced the
polls in 55 seats from 17 States to the
Upper House and on March 18, on the
last date of withdrawal. 

From Page 1
Modi asked media to generate awareness about its

importance, inform people about the lockdown decision
by States, and also highlight the impact of spread of the
virus, through inclusion of international data and case stud-
ies about other countries in the papers,” said the PMO in
a statement.

The PM emphasised that it was important to tackle
the spread of pessimism, negativity and rumour mon-
gering. Citizens need to be assured that the Government
is committed to countering the impact of COVID-19.

“The journalists and stakeholders from print media
appreciated the role played by the Prime Minister in com-
municating effectively and leading the country from the
front. They said that they will work on the suggestions of
the Prime Minister to publish inspiring and positive sto-
ries. They also thanked him for reinforcing the credibil-
ity of print media and noted that the entire nation has fol-
lowed his message of coming together to face this grave
challenge,” said the PMO.
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From Page 1
Seven deaths were earlier

reported from Maharashtra
(two), Bihar, Karnataka, Delhi,
Gujarat and Punjab.

Thirty-seven people have
beencured/discharged/migrat-
ed, according to the official
data.

“The Central Government
has asked al l  the State
Governments to deploy fiscal
resources for establishing
additional medical facilities
such as hospitals, clinical labs,
isolation wards, expanding
and upgrading existing facil-

ities to combat the challenge
posed by COVID19,” an offi-
cial statement said.

These facilities need to be
well equipped with ventilators,
personal protective equip-
ment (PPEs), masks and drugs
to treat the patients, it said.

Meanwhile, to impose the
lockdown strictly, the author-
ities are tightening screw
against the lockdown viola-
tors. Thousands of people
were booked for violating the
norms and issued warnings of
arrest with jail terms up to a
year if the violations contin-
ued. In States l ike
Punjab,Uttar Pradesh,
Rajasthan, and Madhya
Pradesh, police circulated pic-
tures of violators on social
media with messages such as

they were “against the society
as they will not stay at home.”

The police confiscated
vehicles people found violat-
ing the norms in States includ-
ing Haryana and Rajasthan. In
some cases police forced the
violators to do sit-ups  10 to
20 times as punishments for
coming out of their homes.
Police also clicked pictures of
violators. Barricades were put
up across places under lock-
down as police checked
whether people out of their
homes had genuine reasons to
do so.

As per data provided by
the States, 232 FIRs have been
registered and 111 people
have been arrested for violat-
ing the curfew imposed in
Punjab. 

Kolkata Police have arrest-
ed 1003 people for deliberate
violation of “Total Safety
Restrictions”.

The Gujarat police has
registered 238 cases of breach
of lockdown and 426 people
in the last 24 hours for vio-
lating lockdown rules. In
Ghaziabad, 110 FIRs regis-
tered against 494 people for
violating lockdown.

In Mumbai and
Ahmedabad, police have also
asked the violators to push up
10 to 20 times on roads in
presence of media.  Taking a
strict action against the lock-
down violators, Uttarakhand
Police on Tuesday caught peo-
ple venturing out on streets of
Karanprayag city here and
clicked their pictures with a

pamphlet reading -- “I am
enemy of society, I won’t stay
inside my home, I want to
spread coronavirus.” To teach
them a lesson, police person-
nel handed them a pamphlet
which states, “I am enemy of
society, I won’t stay inside my
home, I want to spread coro-
navirus”, and posted it on
social media.

In West Bengal, the police
in Cooch Behar is seen beat-
ing up a person found to be
roaming in the streets without
any credible reason. The
police also punctured the tyres
of e-rickshaws being driven in
the city amid the state-wide
lockdown imposed by the
government including rural
and urban areas to control the
spread of COVID-19.

From Page 1
To reach two lakh people,

it took 11 days. But it took
only four days to reach anoth-
er lakh, taking the total spread
to three lakhs. Today’s action
would decide how much India
could stop the spread of the
pandemic, Modi said, and
shared a social media post. 

“Those who are inside
their homes are informing
people with the new innova-
tive ideas. I am sharing the
banner which I liked. Corona

means ‘koi road par na nikle’,”
the PM  said. 

In the backdrop of reports
of harassment of doctors  and
Air India staff by people
under the impression that
they could spread the disease,
Modi appealed for compas-
sion towards those engaged in
serving the people during this
critical time. Modi said that
every citizen should be com-
passionate and grateful for
those in essential services like
doctors and nurses and police,

and even the media and
hygiene workers who are sani-
tising public areas. Making a
strong pitch for social dis-
tancing, Modi said, “People in
countries like America have
adhered to the quarantine
guidelines laid down by the
Government to the last letter,
which is how they are starting
to overcome the disease now.
Social distancing - from the
Prime Minister down to the
last citizen in every village, has
to follow self-isolation.”
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South Delhi Municipal
Corporation (SDMC) will

deploy one dedicated tipper in
each zone to collect municipal
solid waste from quarantined
homes. The municipal staff
will also be given Personal
Protective Equipment (PPE)
kit to protect them from catch-
ing infections.

The decision was taken in
a high-level meeting called by
SDMC Commissioner
Gyanesh Bharti to monitor the
situation and take all possible
measures to combat coron-
avirus pandemic which was
attended by all the concerned
officials. In the meeting, it was
decided to implement guide-
lines for proper collection and
disposal of municipal solid

waste from quarantined
homes, a senior official said.

The Commissioner
instructed the concerned offi-
cials to provided the list of
such homes to concessionaire
for making route plan for cov-
ering these houses with the
direction  that all the conces-
sionaire to deploy one-one
tipper in every zone to collect
municipal solid waste from
quarantined homes.

Bharti also applauded the
work being carried out by
20000 sanitation workers, 200
doctors, 750 nurses and 1100
dengue breeding checkers
(DBC) working relentlessly in
field against all odds. 

He further said that PPEs
which includes sodium
hypochlorite solutions, liquid
hand soaps, and gloves have

been provided to concession-
aire so that it can be distrib-
uted to the staff engaged for
garbage collection for their
safety. Apart from these knap-
sack sprayers has also been
arranged for spraying one per
cent sodium hypochlorite
solution for sanitizing the
domestic hazardous waste
before receiving for final dis-
posal.

Bharti said that a group of
additional commissioners,
nodal officer, district health
officer, Concessionaire and
executive engineer ,
Department of Environment
Management Ser vices
(DEMS) has been created for
coordination and updating
list of quarantined house-
holds on daily basis for
smooth functioning.

��������	������� 356�7589�

With Delhi under complete
lockdown due to coron-

avirus outbreak, the Delhi Police
in a statement said they will be
replying to queries regarding the
lockdown in the national Capital
through its social media
accounts.

“Hi! Delhi. If you have any
question on the #Lockdown,
tweet your query with the hash-
tag #LockdownQuery between
5-6 PM today and we will
answer it for you.
#StayAtHomeSaveLives,” the
Delhi Police tweeted using it’s
official handle.

On Sunday, Delhi Chief
Minister Arvind Kejriwal had
announced a complete lock-
down in the national capital till
March 31 in order to control the
spread of coronavirus. The same
day, the Delhi Police imposed
prohibitory orders under section
144 of the CrPC till March 31,
banning protests and other gath-
erings.

Section 144 of the Criminal
Procedure Code bans assembly
of four or more people at a place.

Meanwhile, the police have
earmarked a separate lane at the
Delhi-Noida border for emer-
gency vehicles to pass during the
lockdown imposed in the wake
of the coronavirus outbreak.

The police have also put up
a board which reads -- doctors,
media, ambulances, police and
other exempted vehicles should
use the lane.

“Separate lane at Noida
Border to facilitate Emergency
Services’ Vehicles,” Deputy
Commissioner of Police East
district Jasmeet Singh tweeted.

The move comes after many
commuters complained that
they were having difficulty
entering Delhi from Noida amid
the lockdown.
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In the wake of increasing
cases of coronavirus,

Ministry of Railways has
decided to use the manufac-
turing facilities of its produc-
tion units for the treatment of
affected people.

Railway Board has issued
necessary instructions to the
general managers of these
production units to explore
the feasibility of manufac-
ture of items like simple hos-
pital beds, medical trolleys for
hospitals and quarantine facil-
ities like stretchers, hospital
footsteps, hospital bedside
lockers, washbasins with
stands, ventilators, Personal
Protective Equipment (PPE)
kit like masks, sanitisers,
water tanks etc.

“The production facilities
like Chittaranjan loco works,
Chittaranjan, Integral coach
factory, Chennai, Rail coach
factory, Kapurthala, diesel loco

works, Varanasi, rail wheel
factory, Yelehanka to manu-
facture essential items which
can be utilised for the 
treatment of affected people by
this pandemic,” it said in a
statement.

Railways have already sus-
pended the operations of pas-
senger train services across the
country till 31st March 2020.
Currently, Indian Railways is
operating only freight trains

across the country. Indian
Railways is making all efforts
to ensure availability of essen-
tial commodities through its
uninterrupted freight services.

During the situation of
lockdown in various states,
Indian Railways Staff deployed
at various good sheds, stations
and control offices is working
on 24/7 basis to ensure that the
supply of essential items 
for the nation does not gets

affected.
On March 23rd, a total 474

rakes were loaded for essential
commodities like food grains,
salt, edible oil, sugar, milk,
fruits and vegetables, onion,
coal and petroleum products.
During the day, total 891 rakes
were loaded by Indian
Railways which also includes
other important commodities
like 121 rakes of Iron ore, 48
rakes of steel, 25 rakes of

cement, 28 rakes of fertiliser,
106 rakes of container etc, 
it said.

The statement further sad
that a close coordination is
being maintained with the
State Governments so that
rakes of essential commodities
are handled smoothly without
any delay, amidst various
restriction imposed in the
wake of Covid-19.

To monitor the uninter-
rupted movement of essential
commodities over Indian
Railway system, an Emergency
freight control is working in
the Ministry of Railways.
Freight movement is being
closely monitored by officials
at very senior level, a senior
railway official said.

The official further sad
that Indian Railways staff
deployed in control rooms for
operation of freight trains, line
staff, maintenance staff, secu-
rity personnel and medical
staff in Railway hospitals is
working continuously 24/7.
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The Gurugram Police have
registered 33 FIRs over vio-

lations of its lockdown orders
amid the coronavirus crisis.

The FIRs have been regis-
tered under relevant sections of
the Epidemic Disease Act-1897.

The police have also regis-
tered cases in matters pertain-
ing to violation of section 144,
opening a shop despite orders
of closure and crowding a place.

The city Police have
imposed prohibitory orders
across the city, banning gath-
erings of more then five people.

“We have registered 33
offences under the Epidemic
Disease Act and other various
section of the IPC. The
Gurugram police have
appealed to the residents of
Gurugram to stay indoors and
not to step outside unnecessary.
The people must understand
the seriousness of the coron-
avirus epidemic.

We have the urged the res-
idents of the city to obey the gov-

ernment orders and we do not
want to implement complete
curfew like other states,” said
Commissioner of Gurugram
police, Muhammad Akil.

The police chief has also
claimed that due to the out-
break of the deadly coron-
avirus pidemic, the crime rate
in the city has decreased by 10
to 12 per cent.

However, the Haryana gov-
ernment ordered a complete
lockdown in the entire state on
Monday. The lockdown has

already been imposed from
March 23 to 31.

During the lockdown, no
public transport will operate
but essential services related to
health, food, water and power
supply will continue. Dairies,
grocery shops, chemists and
petrol pumps will remain open
and persons associated with
essential services will be
allowed to go to their destina-
tions during the lockdown.

“The lockdown is an impor-
tant step was taken by the high-

er authorities. I request all of you
to follow the guidelines given by
the state government to fight
against coronavirus, Akil said.

Apart from this, the district
administration has set up an
Emergency Operation Center
(EOC) in the district for pre-
vention and precautions against
infections due to Corona epi-
demic. In this centre, informa-
tion related to corona epidem-
ic infection will be collected.

The telephone number of
this EOC is 1950. It has been
set up in the Mini Secretariat.

Also, Quarantine
Enforcement Teams have also
been formed in the district as
per the instructions of the
District Deputy Commissioner.

“A team consists of 4 to 5
members. Keeping in mind
the convenience of the people,
8 quarantine teams have been
formed in the four zones of the
district. These teams are mak-
ing sure that those who are
quarantined follow it as per the
rules and do not leave their
homes,” deputy commissioner
Amit Khatri said.
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The Delhi Transport Corporation
(DTC) announced on Tuesday

that only those involved in providing
essential services will be allowed to
travel in its buses.

In an order dated March 24, DTC Managing Director
Garima Gupta asked all the depot managers to ensure that
all operational buses have a sticker pasted on the front left
windscreen saying “for staff of essential services only and
on government duty.”

“In these buses, the conductors should allow the entry
of passengers and employees of essential services after
checking their official identity card. These
passages/employees will have to buy tickets or show their
passes, as applicable,” the order said.

The DTC also asked the depot managers to issue duty
passes to all the employees on duty so that they can move
between their workplace and homes and vice-versa.

While on Sunday and Monday, only 25 per cent of the
DTC buses were running, the government has increased
the number to 50 per cent of the total buses from Tuesday
to avoid inconvenience to the essential service providers.
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After the Haryana Government
announced the creation of a

Corona Relief Fund to prevent the
spread of the global epidemic, the
management of CCSHAU
(Chaudhary Charan Singh Haryana
Agricultural University) decided to
donate part of their salaries to
Corona’s relief funds.

The decision was taken in a meet-
ing chaired by Professor KP Singh,
Vice-Chancellor. “All the employees
including officers, teaching commu-
nity and non-teaching staff will be giv-
ing some portion from their one
month salary, which will be con-
tributed to the Haryana Government
under the Corona Relief Fund,” the
university said in a statement.

Singh said “Through this initia-
tive, the lives of infected patients can
be saved. He assured that the funds
raised for the Corona Relief Fund will
be used for the betterment of state’s
health system.
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Delhi Chief Minister Arvind
Kejriwal on Tuesday the

Delhi Government will give
�5,000 to each construction
worker as their livelihood has
been affected due the outbreak
of coronavirus under the
Construction Workers Welfare
Board Fund( CWWBF)

Notably, the ruling Aam
Aadmi Party ( AAP) has said
that no positive case of corona
has been detected in last 40
hours.

Interacting with media via
video conferencing, Kejriwal
announced that the number of
night shelters in the city has
been increased and more food
is being distributed for home-
less people. 

Kejriwal said that due to
curfew, several people were
not able to get food, and urged
the public to send such people
to the nearest shelters of Delhi
Government, where food was
arranged.

“Today I want to tell you
that in the last 40 hours there

has been not a single new
Coronavirus positive case in
Delhi. Earlier we had total 30
such positive cases and among
them, many people are getting
better and going home.” “Till
now 5 people have survived and
gone home. Right now we have
only 23 positive cases in Delhi.
But I want to tell you that this
is good news but there is no
need to cheer yet because the
number of cases can increase
any time if we do not put
proper restrictions or if you do
not follow the restrictions. In
Italy, in the last 24 hours, more
than 600 people have died and
in America, in the last 24 hours,
more than 150 people have
died,” Kejriwal added.

He said that this is an
alarming situation worldwide
that is why Delhi Government
has imposed such tough restric-
tions like lockdown and curfew.
“We are trying our best because
we understand that these
restrictions have brought many
difficulties in your life but this
is something we have to do
because we want to save you,

your family, your neighbours
and every resident of Delhi,”
said Kejriwal 

He further added that the
beauty of India is humanity.
“Yesterday I requested the res-
idents of Delhi to come togeth-
er and help each other in this
tough time. Today I am very
happy that many people are
coming forward and helping
each other. In Delhi, nobody
should suffer in hunger and it
is our collective responsibility to
stand beside each other.”

Urging house owners in
Delhi, he appealed them  not to
force the tenants if they cannot
pay the rents.

“I am not suggesting to not
take the rent but the owners
can delay the collection or
take it in instalments. It is very
encouraging that many people
have responded to this call and
I have received hundreds of
messages where people have
described how they are helping
each other,” “I am proud of
such citizens and I want to tell
them that you are the real
patriots of India.”
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Tight security arrangements
were put in place on Tuesday

in the national Capital for strict
implementation of the lock-
down — announced as a deter-
rent against the spread of coro-
navirus. “Till 5 pm on Tuesday,
police registered 299 cases under
section 188 of Indian Penal
Code (IPC) while police
detained 5146 people under
section 65 of Delhi police act and
under section 66 Delhi police
act. Police have also impound-
ed 1018 vehicles. Total curfew
passes issued on Tuesday were
2319,” police said. 
Police used public address sys-
tems to ask people not to come
out or assemble at religious
places even as most of the roads
were deserted.

On Tuesday, the Delhi
police have earmarked a separate
lane at the Delhi-Noida border
for emergency vehicles to pass
during the lockdown imposed in
the wake of the coronavirus out-
break.

The police have also put up
a board which reads — doctors,
media, ambulances, police and
other exempted vehicles should
use the lane.

“Separate lane at Noida
Border to facilitate Emergency
Services’ Vehicles,” Deputy
Commissioner of Police East
district Jasmeet Singh tweeted.

The move comes after many

commuters complained that
they were having difficulty
entering Delhi from Noida amid
the lockdown.

On Sunday, Delhi Chief
Minister Arvind Kejriwal had

announced a complete lock-
down in the national Capital till
March 31 in order to control the
spread of coronavirus. The same
day, the Delhi Police imposed
prohibitory orders under section

144 of the CrPC till March 31,
banning protests and other gath-
erings.

Section 144 of the Criminal
Procedure Code bans assembly
of four or more people at a place.
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Kendriya Vidyalayas in the
country will promote all

students of classes 1 to 8 irre-
spective of whether they
appeared for exams or not,
officials said on Tuesday.

“The Kendriya Vidyalaya
Sangathan (KVS) has decided
that students of classes 1 to 8,
whether appeared in session
ending examination 2019-20 or
not due to any reason, may be
promoted to the next higher
class and their verification of fee
be done accordingly,” an official
said. Classes and exams are sus-
pended in Kendriya Vidyalayas
and all other schools till March
31 in view of Coronavirus.
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Alarge number of zoos
across the country have

been facing “severe hardships”
in arranging food and drinking
water for animals due to the
restrictions imposed for con-
tainment of the novel coron-
aviruse, the Central Zoo
Authority said on Tuesday.

The authority, a statutory
body of the Ministry 
of Environment, Forest 
and Climate Change, has now
written to states and Union 
territories to specify supply 
of food and drinking water, 
and upkeep and health care 
of captive animals in zoos 
as “essential services” to 
exempt them from the restric-
tions. 

A number of states and
Union territories have
imposed lockdown or curfew,
shutting everything except
essential services such as

police, health, groceries,
banks, pharmacies, petrol
pumps etc, as the country
grapples with the deadly virus
which has claimed 9 lives and
infected around 500 people in
India.

“It is learnt that certain
zoos are facing severe hardships
in supply of food, drinking
water, upkeep and healthcare of
animals in captivity due to
restrictions imposed for con-
tainment of Covid-19,” CZA
Member Secretary S P Yadav
wrote in a letter to chief secre-
taries of all states and Union
territories.  

“In view of this, respective
state governments and admin-
istration in Union territories
are requested to specify the
activities of food and drinking
water supply, upkeep and
healthcare of captive animals in
zoos as ‘essential services’ and
exempt them from the restric-
tions,” the letter read. 
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Amid coronavirus lock-
downs and the resultant

hardships being faced by daily
wagers and construction
workers,  several  State
Governments have come out
with relief packages which
range from free rations to
one-time financial assistance
of �1,000 per family for below
poverty line card holders.

The Indian Railways has
also decided to release their full
salaries even as it suspended all
its passenger services till March
31 to contractual employees. In
an order issued on Tuesday, the
railways said that due to pre-
vailing coronavirus situation in
India and the stoppage of
trains, several contractual staff
engaged in on-board house-
keeping service, sanitation,
pantry car and commercial
activities have been stranded
and have to compulsorily stay
at other places, while others
have to be in readiness to
attend the duties at a short
notice.

Lauding the tireless ser-
vices doctors, nurses and oth-
ers attending to the patients
suffering from Coronavirus,
Tamil Nadu Chief Minister
Edappadi K Palaniswami went
ahead to announce a special
one month’s additional salary
to them.

He also announced an
economic package of �3,280
crore to mitigate the hardship
faced by the underprivileged
people.  Palaniswami
announced �1,000 each for all
family card holders. “The card
holders can also avail rice, dal,
edible oil and sugar for the
month of April free of cost.
Tokens will be issued to the
consumers to avoid rush at
ration shops. Unregistered
pavement vendors will get an
additional cash support of �
1,000, besides the �1,000
announced for PDS card-
holders. MGNREGS workers
will get a special pay for two
days,” he said.

The Andhra Pradesh
Government has also come
out with a package including
to give free rice along with 1
kg tur dal besides �1,000 cash
to every family under the
BPL category in the State.

West Bengal Chief
Minister Mamata Banerjee
has announced a poor-friend-
ly scheme styled as "
Prochesta" under which each
daily wage labour would get
an assistance of �1,000 per

month.
Her Telangana counter-

part K Chandrasekhar Rao
also announced an economic
package worth of �3,520 crore
to provide relief to 8.8 million
families having white (below
poverty line) ration cards. In
view of possible loss of liveli-
hood and other difficulties
from the week-long lock
down, the government will
provide 3.36 lakh tonnes of

rice at the rate of 12 kg per-
son for all BPL families at a
cost of �1,103 crore free of
cost immediately. 

Along with r ice,  the
Government will also give a
cash assistance of �1,500 per
family towards purchase of
other food items, at a total
budget of  �1,304 crore,
according to the Chief
Minister. This one-time eco-
nomic package will benefit

85.4 percent of the total
households in Telangana.

The Uttar Pradesh
Government has released the
first installment of �1,000
each to 20 lakh construction
workers. 

In addition, the Uttar
Pradesh Government will
release �1,000 each to daily
labours, hawkers and e-rick-
shaw while Andhra Pradesh
and Tamil  Nadu
Governments  have
announced to g ive f ree
rations along with �1,000 as
one time relief to daily
wagers/workers.

Himachal Pradesh Chief
Minister Jai Ram Thakur, for
his part, announced a �500-
crore relief package for the
poor and the needy, and �30
crore for construction work-

ers who are likely to face
financial troubles due the
coronavirus outbreak. 

About 1.5 lakh workers
registered with the Building
and Construction 

Workers Board will be pro-
vided �2,000 as one-time
relief, he added.
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Congress president Sonia
Gandhi on Tuesday

asked Prime Minister
Narendra Modi to roll out
emergency welfare mea-
sures  for  construction
industry workers because of
the ongoing COVID-19
lockdown. In a separate let-
ter to the Chief Ministers of
Congress-ruled States ,
Sonia  asked them to help
the construction industry
workers.

For his party, party
leader Rahul Gandhi in a
statement urged the citizens
to take precautions and at
the same time appreciated
the people who are leading
from front to deal with the 
menace of corona. 

Sonia pointed out to
the Prime Minister that the
construct ion industr y
employed over 44 million
people, and the workers
should be given wage sup-
port.

Over the last week,
lakhs of migrant workers in
major cities across India
have left for their home-
towns and villages, fearing

a prolonged economic
downturn. 

As the second largest
employer in India, over 44
million construction work-
ers are now faced with a
precarious future. Many are
stranded in cities and are
deprived of their livelihoods
due to stringent lockdown
measures,” Sonia said in
h e r
letter to the Prime Minister.

Pointing out that sever-
al countries, most notably
Canada, have announced
wage subsidy as part of its
COVID-19 Economic
Response Plan,  the
Congress chief said, “I
request you to consider
advising the State Building
and Other Construction
Workers Welfare Boards to
roll out emergency welfare
measures, particularly wage
support, to construction
workers who are in dis-
tress”.

In separate letters to
the Chief Ministers of

Congress-ruled States ,
Sonia said the construc-
tion industry that was reel-
ing under the impact of
demonet isat ion and 
Goods and Services Tax
(GST) had been hit afresh
by the pandemic.

“Given that a significant
part  of  the cess  l ies
unutilised, the State Welfare
Boards may consider pro-
viding wage support to their
r e g i s t e r e d
beneficiaries. . .Keep me
informed of the progress in
this matter,” she told the
Chief Ministers.

Rahul appreciated the
people involved in tackling
the situation and urged the
citizens to follow the self
isolation rules. 

He cited examples of
countr ies  l ike  Korea,
Singapore and Taiwan that
have been able to contain 
the spread of dangerous
COVID 19 Virus.

Amid scarcity of equip-
ment for India’s corona war-
riors, Rahul  said that he is
sad about the state of affairs
as  crucia l  t ime for  
preparedness has been
missed.  Congress  has
sought the resignation of
Commerce Minister Piyush
G o y a l
accusing him of allowing
exports when the country
itself required. 
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Contributing to the nation-
al effort in fighting coro-

na virus pandemic, the armed
forces have so far evacuated
1,186 Indian citizens from
foreign countries. At present,
796 people are in quarantine
facilities under military
supervision and only two of
them have tested positive.
They are now undergoing
treatment in civil hospitals.

Giving this information
here on Tuesday, officials said
those evacuated included
medical staff and air crew.
The defence forces had taken
suitable measures nearly a
month back after the out-
break of the pandemic in
Wuhan, China and set up
quarantine facilities all over
the country. These included
12 such camps of the army
besides at least quarantine
and isolation facilities of the

Navy in Mumbai,Kochi and
Visakhapatnam.

The naval base, Kochi
under Southern Naval
Command (SNC), is gearing
up to provide quarantine
facilities for Indian nationals
and is also actively coordi-
nating with the Kerala state
health officials and
Ernakulam district adminis-
tration to explore the feasi-
bility of provisioning civil
hotels/resorts for quaranti-
ning.  Besides all Army
Hospitals have been kept on
alert to meet any eventuality.

Meanwhile, in view of
the measures instituted to
contain spread of COVID-19
including social distancing,
the Ex-ser vicemen
Contributor y Health
Scheme(ECHS) has allowed
veterans having lifestyle dis-
eases on long treatment to
purchase all medicines at
once based on the prescrip-

tion for the month of April.
An order regarding this

said “One time sanction is
hereby accorded to reim-
burse the above expenditure
under individual reim-
bursement of medical
claims. The bills for reim-
bursement to be submitted
by veterans after May 15,
2020.” 

Retired soldiers and offi-
cers having lifestyle diseases
on long treatment may pur-
chase one month require-
ment of all medicines based
on the prescription held --
prescribed by polyclinic, ser-
vice hospital and empanelled
hospital — for the month of
April, the order stated.
Veterans need not go to
Polyclinics to collect the
medicines for the month of
April, the order stated,
adding, “This will be imple-
mented with immediate
effect till April 30, 2020.”
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Amidst reports of people in
various parts of India not

taking coronavirus lockdown
seriously, the Microbiologists
Society of India has warned
that such casual attitude may
leave the hospitals flooded
with patients by April-end
and situation will be unman-
ageable.

Several videos have
emerged of people taking out
rallies and performing garba
during the 14-hour curfew on
Sunday, prompting Prime
Minister Narendra Modi to
take to twitter and point out
that people are still not taking
the lockdown seriously.

In a letter to the Prime
Minister, the microbiologists
association urged him to
extend the Janta curfew for a
period of two weeks to be
strictly implemented to break
the chain of transmission of
Coronavirus  that has sniped
over 14,000 lives across the
world. In India, the tally is
almost nearing to touch 500
infected cases.

Dr AM Deshmukh,
President of the Society in the
letter said, “The
Microbiologists Society sin-
cerely appreciate the efforts
you are taking to control coro-
navirus, a pandemic disease.
We urge you to implement
Janata Curfew for 14 more
days to break the chain as 14
days is considered to be the
maximum incubation period
for this virus.”

He added that the micro-
biologists “are sure” that
implementation of the Janata
Curfew for continuous 14
days will control the outbreak
and “succeed to bring the
outbreak in reverse direction”.

Deshmukh also warned
that the situation will be
“unmanageable” by the last
week of April if not taken seri-
ously.

He asserted that the the
one-day curfew helped a lot
and now we need to extend it
to 14 days. If we do, then India
will not have a single new case.
According to his calculations,
he said, India will record 1,000
positive coronavirus cases by
30 March.
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In their effort to further has-
ten efforts to jointly fight

the coronavirus pandemic,
health professionals of the
South Asian Association of
Regional Cooperation
(SAARC ) nations will hold a
video-conference on March
26.  The SAARC nations
include India, Bangladesh,
Nepal, Maldives, Bhutan,
Pakistan, Afghanistan and
Sri Lanka.

Announcing this, the
ministry of external affairs
said the conference will be
held to exchange experience
of combatting corona virus so
far including specific pro-
posals dealing with the
screening at entry points,
contact tracing, quarantine
and isolation facilities.

For his part,  Prime
Minister Narendra Modi on
Tuesday held telephonic talks
with Afghanistan President
Ashraf Ghani to review mea-
sures undertaken to meet the
challenge.  The two leaders
discussed evolving situation
in the region and reaffirmed
their commitment to boost
co-operation.

This telephonic parley
came days after Modi took
the lead in south Asian region
and held video conference
with heads of states of
SAARC nations. That con-
ference saw all the countries
agreeing to jointly fight the
pandemic with India also
setting a fund of 10 million
dollars to meet any contin-
gency in the region and urged
other nations to pool in.

During the conference

the Indian prime minister
also said more such interac-
tions at various levels of deci-
sion makers will take place in
the coming days to deal with
the evolving situation.  It is in
line with the PM’s commit-
ment that the  health profes-
sionals of the SAARC nations
will hold a video-conference
on March 26. 

Afghanistan, Sri Lanka,
Maldives and Bangladesh
have offered initial assistance
to the Covid Fund created by
SAARC nations. India has
donated 10 million dollars in
the fund while Si Lanka has
five million dollars. Maldives
has donated two million dol-
lars, Bangladesh 1.5 million
dollars and Afghanistan one
million dollars for the Covid-
19 Fund.
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While 'daddy's girl',
Mehbooba Mufti contin-

ue to remain under detention,
former Chief Minister Omar
Abdullah, sporting a salt and
pepper beard, stepped out of the
Hari Niwas Palace, 232 days
after his detention order was
revoked by the Jammu &
Kashmir Government on
Tuesday.

Omar, along with PDP
chief Mehbooba Mufti,
National Conference president
Farooq Abdullah and hun-
dreds of other senior politicians
were detained in Srinagar
ahead of abrogation of Article
370 on August 5. 

Minutes after arriving at his
Guplar road residence, Omar,
broke bread with his parents
and also posted a picture by
immediately logging in to his
twitter account. "Had lunch
with my mum & dad for the first
time in almost 8 months. I can't
remember a better meal even
though I've been in a bit of a
daze & don't remember what I
ate", tweeted Omar Abdullah. 

Before stepping out of the
Hari Niwas palace, Omar was
served an official order of the
Home Department. 

The order issued by
Principal Secretary,Home
Department,  Shaleen
Kabra,stated, "in exercise of
the powers conferred under
section 19(1) of the Jammu
and Kashmir Public Safety
Act, 1978, the government
hereby revokes the detention
order dated February 5, 2020,
issued by the District
Magistrate, Srinagar, of Omar
Abdullah with 
immediate effect". 

Omar signed the order
around 1.00 p.m and left the
Hari Niwas palace. Outside the
gate, security personnel, had to
struggle alot to keep his well
wishers away to ensure social
distancing.

Speaking to reporters,
Omar said, I had thought a lot
over what I will be telling you
once I am free but we have
already landed in a situation in
which we are actually violating
what we are supposed to do,"
Omar Abdullah told reporters
at the gate of the Palace. "Right
now our priority is to fight the
Corona virus, ensure that we,
our families,  friends 
and neighbours survive the
onslaught of the virus and then
we will talk about things."

Omar said he wanted to
talk about what happened on
August 5, but the situation 

is changed. "We will pick these
issues once we defeat the virus
first," he added.

Reacting to the release of
Omar Abdullah, Mehbooba's
daughter Iltija Mufti posted a
tweet,  "Glad he will  be
released. For all  their 
talk of nari Shakti & women
emancipation, seems like this
regime fears women the 
most".

Omar also wrote series of
tweets thanking team of
lawyers and party workers.

"I owe a huge debt of grat-
itude to Kapil Sibal, Gopal
Sankaranarayanan, Reyaz
Shariq and their legal teams
for taking the fight against my
unjust PSA detention to the
SC. Thank you to my baby sis-
ter Sara for filing the petition
to have me 
freed".
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National Conference
Provincial President

Devender Singh Rana on
Tuesday welcomed the release
of former Chief Minister
Omar Abdullah, describing it
a step in right direction.

"It is a defining moment
that will go a long way in fur-
ther strengthening democra-
cy and initiating genuine polit-
ical activities in Jammu and
Kashmir", Rana said in a state-
ment issued from Sher-e-
Kashmir Bhavan.

Rana expressed the hope
that release of Omar will lead
to release of all other political

leaders against whom there are
no criminal charges. This is
imperative for generating an
atmosphere of trust and cre-
ating conducive conditions to
resume healthy political dis-
course in the larger interest of
the people.

He said that the National
Conference has always been a
strong votary of democracy
and secularism, which he
described as the cherished
agenda of Sher-e-Kashmir
Sheikh Mohammad Abdullah
and political philosophy of the
party that stands guarantee to
steering Jammu and Kashmir
to peace and 
prosperity.
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About 350 FIRs have been
lodged in the past 24 hours

in Uttar Pradesh for violation
of the lockdown in the State.

Additional chief secretary
home, Avanish Awasthi, told
reporters here on Tuesday that
250 FIRs had been registered
on Monday and 100 on
Tuesday.

He said that the State
Government had started
preparing to tackle the Corona
virus from February and the
results were apparent now.

He said that all depart-
ments of the State
Government were working in
close coordination to deal
with the prevailing situation.

"More than one lakh peo-
ple have come to the state
form other places during the
past ten days. We have gone in
for a lockdown to ensure
social distancing and also pre-
vent spread of the virus," he
said.

He lauded the fact that
almost all anti-CAA protests
had been called off in view of
the Corona scare.

"We are now going to
enforce the lockdown firmly
and district magistrates have
been authorized to impose
curfew if people do not follow
the lockdown rules," Awasthi
added.

He further said, "The
Chief Minister has said that
morning walkers should stay
away from public parks till
April 15. All medicine traders
and pharmacists have been
asked to ensure that there is
no shortage of medicines."

The Government has also
decided that all government
vehicles in emergency ser-
vices will be fitted with loud-
speakers to ensure direct com-
munication with the people.

The Chief Minister has
also set up four committees to
monitor the Corona situa-
tion, to ensure that agriculture
is not adversely affected and
people celebrate Navratri in
their homes. Another com-
mittee will monitor the avail-
ability of food and money for
unorganized sector and
labourers while the fourth
will crackdown on hoarders
and fake news.
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In view of increasing num-
ber of coronavirus positive

cases,  the whole of
Karnataka will remain under
lockdown from Tuesday to
March 31, Chief Minister
B.S. Yediyurappa said.

"After assessing the sit-
uation of COVID-19, we
have decided to lockdown
not just nine districts but the
whole state of Karnataka
starting Tuesday till March
31. I request all citizens to
cooperate and please stay
indoors,"  tweeted
Yediyurappa.

Earlier,  the state
announced lockdown in
Bengaluru Urban, Bengaluru
Rural,  Kalaburagi,
Chikbal lapur,  Mysuru,
Madhugir i ,  Dhar wad,
Mangaluru and Belagavi dis-
tricts since most positive
cases were reported from
there.

Karnataka has 30 dis-
tricts with a population of
over six crore.

Speaking from his
Dollars Colony residence on
Tuesday,  Yediyurappa
requested people to cele-
brate the coming Ugadi fes-
tival in a simple manner in
their homes.

Amid coronavirus scare,
the Karnataka government
has cancelled the Karaga
festival.

Yediyurappa assured
people of adequate supply of
groceries and food.

"Please note there is no
need for bulk buying, hoard-

ing or any sort of panic.
Food supply and grocery
shops will be open for all as
usual. Your cooperation is
extremely important here
and we can fight this,"
Yediyurappa said.

Reiterating the lock-
down conditions, he said
the police will take action if
anybody violates the lock-
down.

Seeking public coopera-
tion, the Chief Minister said
tougher measures are need-
ed to contain the virus.

Meanwhile, many people
were found violating lock-
down norms at KR Market
in the city on Tuesday.

Police admonished such
people and asked them to
return home and forced shut
shops and other commercial
establishments in the mar-
ket.

While the authorities
were busy taking action
against shops selling non-
essential goods, police were
stopping and checking vehi-
cles and autorickshaws.

The Health Department
officials have decided to
stick notifications outside
teh houses of people suffer-
ing coronavirus 
infection.

Bengaluru Police
Commissioner Bhaskar Rao
tweeted: "Requesting citi-
zens to ensure that 'stay
indoor call' is implemented.
No threat of law but don
your role of an enlightened
citizen. Nothing is more
important than our lives.
Please do this for yourself."
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The BJP on Tuesday reject-
ed as  "bogus"  the

Congress's suggestion that
India did not have adequate
stock of protective personal
equipment (PEP) and won-
dered if the Opposition party
was missing the opportunity
to "loot" the exchequer. 

"Congress' allegations that
India didn't have enough
Protect ive  Personal
Equipment (PEP) in time is
completely bogus. Perhaps
they are missing the oppor-
tunity to loot the exchequer.
Imagine the number of Vadra

cronies who would have
become rich had the Congress
been in power!" BJP IT
department head Amit
Malviya said.

"WHO advisory, dated
27Feb, 'healthcare workers
who are involved in direct
care of Covid patients need to
use PPE'. 

India had imported
21,000 coveralls in 1st week of
Feb and another 30,000 in 1st
week of Mar. Besides we have
indigenous capacity to pro-
duce 35,000 suits per week!"
he tweeted, attaching docu-
ments to back his  
claim.
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The CRPF on Tuesday
stopped officials and other

ranks who have been promot-
ed to take charge of the pro-
moted posts at the headquar-
ters of the higher formation in
order to limit unnecessary
movement amid the threat of
the coronavirus pandemic.

The promoted officials
who are eligible will be posted
at the current station in order
to check the spread of the
deadly virus.

In a letter circulated to all
the formations of the 3.25 lakh
strong Force, the CRPF said,
“In view of the Government’s
advisory to break the chain of
COVID-19 non-essential
movements have been restrict-
ed...matter regarding relief of
transferees as well as promotes
on transfer has been examined
and approved by the DG
(Director General.”

As per the approval, none
of the officers/officials will be
relieved on

transfer till further orders
from the CRPF directorate
here.

All officers/officials posted
on promotion to the next high-
er ranks are permitted to take
over charge of promoted post
at present place of posting i.e.
other than declared HQ (head-
quarter), if they fulfil all elligi-
bility conditions of promotion
as mentioned in their promo-
tion orders, reads the order.

“Request (to) ensure action
accordingly and forward con-
solidated report of taking over
charge of promoted post by all
promotee officers/officials to
the concerned branches of this
Dte (Directorate) at the earli-
est,” reads the order issued on
Tuesday.

Through an earlier order,
the CRPF had barred all non-
essential administrative move-
ment.
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Mumbai: A 65-year-old man
who arrived here from UAE via
Ahmedabad passed away due
to COVID-19 late on Monday
night, while the number of pos-
itive cases shot up to 107 in the
State with 10 new cases, offi-
cials said here on Tuesday. The
latest coronavirus casualty takes
the death toll due to the disease
in Mumbai to four in the past
one week and the national toll
to 10.

Another 94 suspected cases
are admitted to various city
hospitals, according to
Municipal Corporation of
Greater Mumbai (MCGM).

The civic body said that the
deceased was admitted to the
Kasturba Hospital in a critical
condition on Monday with
fever, cough and breathlessness.
He had a history of foreign

travel, arriving from UAE to
Ahmedabad on March 15 and
then to Mumbai on 
March 20. The victim also had
complaints of high blood pres-
sure coupled with uncontrolled
diabetes and passed away late
on Monday after a few hours of
treatment. The new coron-
avirus positive cases in
Maharashtra detected since
last night include three from
Pune and one from Satara. 

The suspected cases
include people with a history of
recent foreign travel history to
Peru, UAE and Saudi Arabia.

A total of 418 people with
history of foreign travel are in
quarantine in Mumbai.

The three earlier victims
included a 68-year-old Fillipino
and two other men, both aged
63. IANS
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The Congress in Goa on Tuesday raised
doubts about repeated claims made by the

State Government of zero COVID-19 positive
cases, in absence of a single testing laborato-
ry, in the coastal State.

A statement issued by the State Congress
president Girish Chodankar also said, that no
effort was made by the BJP-led coalition
Government in Goa to start a virology labo-
ratory, since the time the viral outbreak was
declared a global pandemic by the World
Health Organisation.

"The COVID-19 alarm has not yet woken
up this government. It is the people of Goa
that needs to be appreciated for taking all nec-
essary precautions. That is why the situation

seems under control, even though the gov-
ernment failed to establish a basic virology lab-
oratory to test COVID-19 in Goa,a Chodankar
said in his statement.

"We wish and desire that no positive cases
are traced in Goa, but we do not agree with
government figures of ZERO positive cases in
the state without virology laboratory or col-
lection centre in the state," Chodankar also
said the state government was in "denial mode"
on the issue.

"Why is the Health Minister taking so
much time to give permission to start testing
labs facilities in Goa, when his own party at
the Centre has permitted them," Chodankar
said, referring to the central government's
recent decision to approve six private labo-
ratories for COVID-19 testing.

Gandhinagar: With four more
new coronavirus positive cases
reported in Gujarat, the total
such cases in the western State
climbed to 33 on Tuesday, as
the authorities decided to put
the entire State under lock-
down.

Out of the four new cases
since Monday, three got the
infection locally while one got
infected abroad, including a
man, 32, from Surat had trav-
elled to Saudi Arabia. Another
man, 66, got infected locally.
One man aged 53 and one
woman aged 54 
in Gandhinagar got infected

locally.
Gujarat is the only state in

the country which has a list of
27,000 passengers, the resi-
dents who returned from
abroad since March 1.

"We have screened 10 lakh
persons under the Integrated
Disease Surveillance
Programme (IDSP) till date,
including patients complaining
of Severe Acute Respiratory
Infection (SARI), 108 services
complaints about breathless-
ness and 104 complaint calls,"
said Jayanti Ravi, Principal
Secretary Health.

"Out of total 33 positive

cases in Gujarat, we have re-
sent blood samples of six
patients after a week's treat-
ment for testing and they have
been found stable," added Ravi.

The Secretary said that
11,108 people in the state were
under home quarantine. "We
have received 2,424 calls
regarding COVID-19 on the
104 services. We have a total of
1,583 isolation beds in the
state in government hospitals
and 609 ventilators. In the pri-
vate hospitals those which are
linked with the government, we
have total 15,00 ventilators,"
added Ravi.
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Though medical scientists
are yet to come out with

answers to  doubts about coro-
navirus which has claimed mil-
lions of lives across the globe,
astrology has the answer for
what caused the pandemic.

Modern science and liber-
als may look down on this
ancient system of Indian
knowledge with contempt and
disgust and they portray as
reactionary and regressive any
efforts to describe this branch
of knowledge as a 
science.

Whether one agrees or dis-
agrees with the observations by
persons who have mastered the
science of astrology, it is inter-
esting to note their conclusions
about coronavirus.

P a r a p p a n a n g a d i
Unnikrishna Panickar and
Pandhappalli Gopala Menon ,
two leading Thantrik scholars
who learnt astrology as part of
their training in Sanskrit liter-
ature pointed out to The
Pioneer that the present pan-
demic is the result of the hap-
hazard movement of planets
from one position to another
during a single calendar year.

“There is a law which governs
the movement of planets from
one Raassi to another. The
established pattern stands dis-
turbed and this is the reason
behind the pandemic,” said
Panickar who usually shuns the
media. Panickar is known for
his closeness to former Tamil
Nadu Chief Minister J
Jayalalithaa.

An authority on Sanskrit
language and literature,
Panickar says the pandemic is
the effect of the asymmetrical
movement of Jupiter. “The cal-
endar year is experiencing this
disordered movement of
Jupiter and that too three times
during 2019 to 2020. It vaults
from Scorpio to Sagittarius
and then to Capricon.
Moreover the coming togeth-
er of Mars, Saturn and Jupiter
is a dangerous sign, the result
of which could be  death and
destruction,” he told The
Pioneer.

Interestingly, The Pioneer
was privy to a closed door
meeting held by Panickar for a
top government official in
November 2019 when he told
the latter that the country and
the world was in for major dis-
aster in months to come either
due to war or epidemic. “This

phase is known as Vasundhara
Yogam , as per  the Vedas.
What is worrying is the fact
that this phase has been aggra-
vated by Kala Sarppa Yogam
which also is an indicator of
bad times,” he had said.

“Loke Bahu
Vinasahakrith,”(World is in for
destruction)  Panickar had told
the official who was facing a
number of hardships.

Pandhappilli Gopala
Menon, thanthrik scholar
based in Kerala’s Kayamkulam,
agreed with what Panickar told
about the movement of Jupiter.
“Jupiter is the divine planet
which plays major role in our
fortunes and misfortunes. It’s
disorderly movement and that
too three times in a single year
has resulted in natural 
disasters , earthquakes 
and pandemics. Kings (rulers)
are forced to face crisis after 
crisis because of this 
planetary movements,” said
Menon.

He pointed out that the sit-
uation has arisen out of the
misdeeds by people in higher
places as well as their associates
who engage in activities which
do not synch well with Dharma
mentioned  in Vedas and
Upanishads.
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With the number of people diag-
nosed with Coronavirus touching

15, the State of Tamil Nadu has gone on
a total lockdown at the stroke of 6 pm
on Tuesday. The main railway stations at
Chennai Central and Egmore wore a
deserted look as Indian Railways sus-
pending all long distance and suburban
trains till March 31 in view of the threat
posed by the contagious disease. The
Central Bus Stand at Koyambaedu , a hub
of intra-state and inter-state bus services
was locked by 3 pm as public transport
operations were suspended from Tuesday
noon itself.

According to Dr Vijaya Baskar, min-
ister of health, the three new cases report-
ed on Tuesday were passengers who
returned after journey to foreign coun-
tries.”a 74 year-old male returned from
USA, 52 year-old  female who too is a US
returnee and a 25 year-old female who
came back from Switzerland tested pos-
itive and they are undergoing treatment
in Chennai,” said the minister.

The minister also released data
about the number of persons screened
by the health authorities till 3 Pm
Tuesday and asked the people not to
panic.Chief Minister Edappadi
Planiswamy announced a series of mea-
sures in the Assembly which he said
would bring down the difficulties faced
by the poor during the total lock down
of the State till March 31. Ration card

holders which come under the catego-
ry of below poverty line are being
offered free ration and a cash compen-
sation of Rs 1,000 each to tide over the
problems arising out of the week long
shut down. The chief minister also
announced that medical and para med-
ical staff who are working in isolation
wards of the government hospitals would
be given a month’s salary as additional
pay in lieu of the services rendered by
them in this difficult times.

Elsewhere in the State, Islamic
preachers who come from East Asian
countries like Thailand, Malaysia and
Indonesia have come under the scanner
following reports about some of them
testing positive for corona virus. Two of
the three persons who tested positive for
Corona virus last Saturday were Thai
nationals who had come to preach in
Tablighi Jamaat (Society for Spreading
Islamic Faith)  in Erode district.

Intelligence officials told The Pioneer
that though they had informed the
State authorities about the trips under-
taken by the foreign nationals to various
districts like Erode and Vellore , alleged-
ly for religious preaching, the State
Police or law enforcing agencies have
failed to take any action fearing reper-
cussion from the minority communities.
“We don’t know whether these persons
who come on short-term visa  are
authorized to engage in preaching. Ewe
have done our job and that’s all,” said a
senior intelligence official.    
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Mumbai: In a major swoop, Mumbai
Police have seized three truckloads of 2.50
million masks worth �15 crore hoarded
illegally and busted a four-member gang,
Home Minister Anil Deshmukh said
here on Tuesday.

"The masks were being hoarded by the
gang and were intended for sale in the
black market. The seizure includes over
325,000 N-49 masks, plus others of dif-
ferent varieties," Deshmukh told media-
persons.

He said that at the height of the ongo-
ing COVID-19 crisis, Maharashtra is fac-
ing a massive shortage of all types of masks
and this seizure is expected to ease the
problems somewhat.

The seizure came after a tip-off
received by Mumbai Police Commissioner
Param Bir Singh last week on a gang
hoarding the heavy-demand masks for
exorbitant prices.

Accordingly, a trap was set up by
Senior Inspector of Police (Crime)
Mahesh Desai who posed as a customer
and finally managed to bust the gang by
raiding locations in Mumbai and Thane.

While four persons have been arrest-
ed, the police are on the lookout for two
absconders, said Deshmukh.

Deputy Commissioner of Police

(Crime) Akbar Pathan said the four
accused were produced before a magis-
trate and remanded to police custody till
March 27. Since one consignment was
found near the Mumbai Airport Cargo
Complex and another in a warehouse in
Bhiwandi, Pathan said the investigations
will focus on whether attempts were
underway to export the masks to other
seriously affected countries where they are
in huge demand. It may be recalled that
recently the Maharashtra Food & Drugs
Administration had banned the sale of the
N-49 masks without medical prescription
after people resorted to panic buying lead-
ing to an artificial shortage.

So far, Maharashtra has recorded 107
COVID-19 positive cases besides four
deaths including a 68-year-old 
Fillipino. IANS

Imphal/Agartala: Manipur reported its first case
of coronavirus as a 23-year-old woman who
returned from the United Kingdom tested pos-
itive, making it the first case in the North-East
region of India, an official said on Tuesday.

According to a statement issued by K. Rajo
Singh, the Director of Manipur's Health and
Family Welfare Department, the woman is now
undergoing treatment at the Jawaharlal Nehru
Institute of Medical Sciences (JNIMS) in Imphal.

"The woman was found infected during
examination at the JNIMS. She is a resident of
Thangmeiband Lourung Purely Leikai in Imphal
west district. She had fallen sick on Monday,"
another official of Health and Family Welfare
Department said on condition of anonymity.

The Manipur government has a list of 99 peo-
ple who arrived in the state in recent times from
coronavirus-affected countries and are now in
house quarantine.

Two doctors of JNIMS, L. Shivadutta Singh,
Research Scientist and Rajkumar Manojkumar
Singh, Associate Professor and Principal
Investigator, both of Department of Microbiology,
issued the positive nCoV confirmation certificate
at 6.40 a.m. on Tuesday.

Soon after the medical test report, Rangitabali
Waikhom, District Magistrate, issued an order on
Tuesday prohibiting movement of people in the
entire Imphal west district. IANS
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Bengaluru civic body has
deployed drones for spraying

disinfectants over all the areas of
the city to combat coronavirus,
a top official said on Tuesday.

"Disinfectants will be
sprayed using drones to sanitise
public spaces. Mechanical
sweepers to be deployed for
intensive cleaning. Jetting
machines from BBMP will be
employed in this exercise," tweet-
ed Bruhat Bengaluru

Mahanagara Palike (BBMP)
Commissioner B.H. Anil 
Kumar.

Powered by six propellers,
the drones have a capacity to lift
15 litre disinfectants provided by
the civic body to spray in places
when there is more human den-
sity.

Six nozzles under the pro-
pellers spray the disinfectant
from the drone with a flight time
of 20 minutes. A single battery
can power the drone to spray the
liquid in an area of three acres.
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Atleast three new positive cases of
coronavirus were reported from

Srinagar and Bandipore districts of
Kashmir valley while one patient
from Srinagar fully recovered,bring-
ing the total tally of active cases in
Jammu & Kashmir to six on Tuesday.

Both Jammu and Srinagar dis-
tricts witnessed complete lock down
along with other districts as
Government authorities enforced it
strictly after initial hiccups and vio-
lations by ignorant people.

"So far, 279 samples have been
sent for testing of which 253 tested
as negative. Only seven persons
have tested positive and of them only
six are active positive and one
patient has recovered. Test reports of
20 patients were awaited", reported
daily  media bulletin released by the
Health and Medical education
department.

Sharing details of the fresh
cases, Spokesman of Jammu and
Kashmir government, Rohit Kansal

Tuesday  tweeted, two more cases
reported positive in Srinagar. One
has confirmed travel history outside
India. Full details regarding the
second being ascertained".

In the evening, Kansal shared
details of another positive case in a
separate tweet. "Another positive
case in Kashmir division. Patient,
from Bandipora, with history of trav-
el outside J&K but no history of trav-
el abroad. Contact tracing on".

To further beef up capacity of
the health care delivery system in
these difficult times, the
Government has decided to hire
retired doctors (on contract) for a
period of one year.

"Retired doctors to be hired
against vacancies on contract for one
year for FightagainstCorona in
underserved areas. Decision in
emergency meeting of Advisory
Council", tweeted Kansal.

In Jammu, GMC Jammu was
declared as dedicated COVID hos-
pital for Jammu province. The hos-
pital authorities were directed to

ready it by Wednesday evening.
The OPD services at GMC and

its associated hospitals shall remain
suspended w.e.f 25.03.2020 till fur-
ther orders.

GMC administration has also
appealed to the general public of
Jammu division to stop the routine
walk in OPD services at GMC and
its associated hospital and request-
ed to consult telephonically for their
disease aliment from the list of
doctors provided separately and
available on the website www.gmc-
jammu.nic.in of GMC Jammu. The
telephone consultation time shall
remain within 10:30 am to 04:30 pm.

Deputy Commissioner, Srinagar
Dr Shahid Choudhary sharing
details of a patient who recovered
after receiving treatment tweeted,
"Srinagar's first COVID-19 Positive
case successfully treated".

According to official sources "a
total number of 2928 persons have
been kept under home quarantine
while as 71 are in hospital quaran-
tine. 
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The Bengal Government on Tuesday
extended the ongoing Corona-

induced lockdown to the entire State
and till March 31. Earlier the measure
as taken for only urban municipal areas
and till the midnight of March 27.

Announcing the situation to be
grave Chief Minister Mamata Banerjee
following a review meeting said “we
have assessed the situation and it has
been decided that the ongoing lock-
down will be extended to the entire
state from 5 pm today,” adding the
“lockdown which was earlier scheduled
till March 27  will now extend to March
31.” The Chief Minister said “these are
extraordinary and grave situation. So
the entire State will now come under
the lockdown. Earlier it was confined
to the urban municipal areas only …
I will ask the people not to panic but
remain alert and cooperate with the
Government.”

Providing reasons behind the
Tuesday’s decision the Chief Minister
referred to a case study saying “we have
gone through a case study where we
found that the first one lakh infections
took 67 days whereas the next one lakh
infections took 11 days only” and
more alarmingly “it took just four days
for the third one lakh infections.
Hence the gravity of the situation is
huge and we have to take some hard
decisions to save the lives of the com-

mon people.”
Banerjee who on Monday held an

all-party meeting inviting suggestions
from the political parties on Tuesday
announced a one-time help of �1,000
for the workers in unorganized sec-
tor.“We are bringing a scheme through
the "Prachesta" scheme whereby Rs
1,000 each will be given to the work-
ers of the unorganized sector,” consid-
ering the loss of income they would suf-
fer during the lockdown period, she
said. The Chief Minister earlier took an
extraordinary decision to convert the
3,000 bed Calcutta Medical College and
Hospital --- the oldest such facility in
Asia --- into a fully dedicated medical
care centre for Corona patients and per-
sonally paid surprise visits to all the
medical colleges and other hospitals
including the Beleghata ID Hospital
and Rajarhat quarantine centre.

Meanwhile Bengal saw two more
Corona cases taking the number up to
nine in the past one week. While the
first patient recently visited London the
second patient made a trip to Egypt
with whole of his family. While the
patients have been admitted to
Beleghata ID Hospital their families
have been sent on quarantine, sources
said.The Health Department sources
were awaiting the pathological reports
of a third patient who on Tuesday was
admitted to the NRS Medical College
Hospital with fever and acute respira-
tory problem. 
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Igo to Nepal twice a year. Once dur-
ing Holi and the other on Tihar
(Nepali bhai dooj) that comes after
Dussehra. The normal format is:
Fly to Kathmandu, spend two to

three days there, then fly to Pokhara for
a two-week trek and then revival. The
pre-Holi Kathmandu weather this year
was a spoilsport — cold, bleak and rainy
— amid the Corona scare, though Nepal
had registered just one case and that fig-
ure remains intact even today. Just this
week, Nepal went into total lockdown till
March 31. One-third of its population of
30 million people works abroad, main-
ly in the Middle East, South-east Asia and
India. Their earnings account for near-
ly one-third of its gross domestic prod-
uct (GDP) of $35 million. 

Many Nepalese wear face masks
throughout the year in Kathmandu and
elsewhere due to garbage and pollution.
Everything appeared normal at the
Tribhuvan International Airport, includ-
ing the temperature gun aimed at peo-
ple. The country has for the moment can-
celled its inaugural Sagarmatha Sambad,
a three-day conference on climate change,
which Foreign Minister Pradeep Gyawali
said would be postponed to October. He
also said he was pleased with India-Nepal
relations now that the Foreign Secretary-
level Kalapani dialogue is about to start
shortly and the Eminent Persons Group
(EPG) report appeared on the horizon.

My lecture at Nepal’s Institute for
International Cooperation and
Engagement on a holiday (Saturday,
March 6) was well-received. It was pre-
ceded by a presentation on the
Coronavirus and the world economy. The
theme of my presentation was: “India-
Nepal Relations: Mind the Gap — Where
China Fits in.” The Kathmandu Post, the
capital’s leading English newspaper, was
recently stung by a stern rebuke by the
Chinese Embassy for reproducing a
syndicated column on Coronavirus by a
former US Ambassador, who was criti-
cal of China. While this intrusion was
condemned by the Nepalese media, not
a word was said by the Prime Minister
KP Oli-led Government. 

During the royal rule, the Chinese
used to say that they do not interfere in
the internal affairs of the host
Government. This is now a thing of the
past. That the Chinese assault on free-
doms guaranteed by the Nepalese
Constitution went officially unrespond-
ed was not surprising. Any similar
affront by India would have attracted loud
and collective protests by the media and
the ruling Nepal Communist Party
(NCP), which is inarguably pro-China.
Clive Hamilton’s Silent Invasion: China’s
Influence in Australia and Jonathan
Manthorpe’s Claws of the Panda: Beijing’s
Campaign of Influence and Intimidation

in Canada are books reflecting
on China’s global outreach and
blatant intrusions.

Like in the rest of the world,
politics is on long pause in
Nepal. Reason: Oli’s health and
the spread of Coronavirus. The
main topic of discussion after Oli
received his second kidney
replacement is his political reju-
venation. Unless his health dete-
riorates, rendering him dys-
functional, he will continue to
lead the country by remote con-
trol. Fortunately, the
Coronavirus epidemic appears
controlled for now and life goes
on happily without fear or scare
throughout Nepal. 

I arrived in Pokhara a day
before Holi on an Air Buddha
flight, which took all of 25 min-
utes. The only BMW in Pokhara,
belonging to Nepali Congress’
Buddhiman Gurung, drove me
to Lameahal, 15 km east of
Pokhara. Holi is celebrated on
the 6,000 ft high newly-built
Manithan temple at An Phu vil-
lage, where the bhale (male
chicken) or boka (male goat) are
sacrificed till the brown hilltop
turns red. The pujari (priest) has
to first persuade bhale and boka
to accept becoming the sacrifi-
cial offering before their behead-
ing by the khukuri-wielding
priest. Side by side, dry colours
mix freely with local dance and

drinks as tribal Gurungs bring
out their best. From Lameahal,
one has to cross the Seti river on
a swing bridge, climbing about
two hours to reach An Phu top,
which makes for a healthy 
daily trek. 

Meanwhile, with regime
change in the Oli-led NCP
unlikely till next elections in
2023, it is the latent power
struggle between Oli and party
president Pushpa Kamal Dahal
Prachanda that is making the
gossip. Given Oli’s uncertain
health, Prachanda has played his
cards cleverly to ensure that
sooner than later, the power
hierarchy in Kathmandu could
look like this: Madhav Kumar
Nepal, former Nepal Prime
Minister, Jhalanath Khanal, the
President of Nepal, and
Prachanda, the undisputed pres-
ident of the party. The opposi-
tion Nepali Congress in Nepal,
like Indian National Congress,
is on a decline. Nepali Congress
(NC), which was split into three
factions — SB Deuba, RC
Poudyal and KP Sitaulla — has
two additional wings: The
Koirala legacy and Ganesh Man
Singh groups. Both NCP and
NC will have their first and 14th
general conventions in 2021. 

While in NC, Deuba
remains the top leader, other
parties have opted for joint or

collective leadership to avoid
infighting. For example, the
royalist Rashtriya Prajatantra
Party, which merged recently,
has three presidents. The
Rashtriya Janata Party (RJP)  has
a six-member presidium led by
Mahanta Thakur. The
Samajwadi Party (SP) has a tri-
umvirate leadership — former
Prime Minister Baburam
Bhattarai, Upendra Yadav and
Ashok Rai. The RJP and SP, who
together rule number two
province, are considering merg-
er after unification talks. They
have been pressing the Oli
Government to amend the
Constitution, incorporating
pending issues of the Madhesis,
janjatis and marginalised com-
munities.

Two years on, the
Opposition parties are com-
plaining that the ruling NCP is
besieged by scandals — gold,
wide-bodied aircraft, NCell and
a close aide of Oli, Banskota —
and misgovernance but have no
alternate vision plan to offer.
While China will ensure the
NCP stays united and the
Government does not fall, India
is loath to being seen as having
favourites or indulging in
regime change. The
Government is seized with mat-
ters like the US-sponsored
Millennium Challenge

Corporation (MCC) and the
Indo-Pacific, which are seen as
means of challenging China’s
Belt and Road Initiative (BRI)
and containing it. Die-hard
communist members of NCP
are unwilling to countenance
this. For Nepal, balancing India
and China is challenging
enough; expecting it to also bal-
ance the US and China would
be walking a tightrope. 

For India, regaining space
lost to China will be a long haul.
In the meantime, it can invest
in improving its declined image,
damaged by the blockade of
2015, which gave rise to anti-
Indianism and fillip to China.
It has chosen a competent and
promising Ambassador, Vinay
Kwatra, for the job. On March
18, when I was at Pokhara air-
port bound for New Delhi,
one of my Nepalese friends
made this irresistible offer:
“Mehtaji, why don’t you stay in
Lameahal till the Coronavirus
dries up?” Back in Noida, I am
confined to Ram Vihar instead
of climbing to An Phu top and
breathing a daily dose of crisp
Himalayan air.

(The writer, a retired Major
General, was Commander IPKF
South, Sri Lanka and founder
member of the Defence Planning
Staff, currently the Integrated
Defence Staff.)
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Sir — This refers to the editori-
al, “Finally, a closure” (March 21).
Over the last couple of months
the four men convicted in the
Delhi gang rape case had filed
numerous curative and mercy
petitions in a final effort to com-
mute the death sentence; three of
them had even approached the
International Court of Justice in
hopes of relief. 

However, all of them were
finally hanged to death last Friday,
thus bringing to an end one of the
darkest chapters in the history of
India. It is impossible to imagine
how much the woman’s family
must have suffered for the last
seven years awaiting the delivery
of justice. One hopes that this
serves as a warning to those who
view women as a commodity and
consider them to be less than
human.

Shahin Ahmed
Mumbai
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Sir — This refers to the editorial,
“Finally, a closure” (March 21).   At
long last, justice has been delivered

in the 2012 Delhi gang rape case.
All four men, who were convict-
ed of the gruesome crime that led
to the death of a 23-year-old para-
medic student, were hanged on
March 20 in Tihar jail. It took
seven long years to provide a sense

of closure to the family of the
woman.

However, in cases which are as
grisly as this, it is important for
strict punishment to be meted out
at the earliest. This might lead to
a decline in the number of crimes

committed against women. One
hopes that the justice system in our
country picks up its pace to deal
with such cases efficiently in the
future.

NR Ramachandran
Chennai
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Sir — The spread of the
Coronavirus pandemic has
wreaked havoc. All major sport-
ing events are either being post-
poned or cancelled. It doesn’t
make any sense to play profes-
sional sports without spectators.
More than anything else, there
will be no one to doubt the
umpire’s eyesight or abuse them.
It only took a worldwide crisis to
achieve this.

Dennis Fitzgerald
Melbourne
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Sir — It’s praiseworthy that the
Government has been doing its bit
to combat COVID-19 but people
should not be misled by any kind
of superstition. The beating of thali
will not stop this virus. Instead,
every citizen must be made to
understand that the only way to
tackle this deadly disease is by
staying indoors to break the chain. 

Shaily Chakraborty
Via email
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Ranjan Gogoi, the newly sworn-in member
of the Rajya Sabha, is the cynosure of all
eyes as well as the favourite whipping boy,

at the moment, depending on which side of the
fence people are on.

His critics say that the decision of the former
Chief Justice of India (CJI) to accept the nomi-
nation to the House of Elders by the President
of India is an act against all ethics mentioned in
the Constitution of India. Since this writer is no
authority on the Constitution, let the experts dis-
cuss the issue and quote the relevant portions
from the Indian Constitution which show beyond
doubt that Gogoi has cocked a snook at the found-
ing fathers’ vision.

Those who support Gogoi point out that there
were instances of retired judges of the Supreme
Court getting nominated to the Rajya Sabha in
the past and there is nothing “official” about the
former’s decision to take up the offer of the
Government of India. 

Given Gogoi’s extensive knowledge and
experience of the law, he does qualify to be a
notable who can contribute valuably to the Upper
House. Also, he is not the first retired Chief Justice
to have benefitted from the executive’s generos-
ity. There have been others like him who have
propped up by several regimes as a reward for ser-
vices that were “friendly” to them. There’s
enough counter-logic going around as to how
Justice S Fazl Ali was the first Supreme Court
judge to be made Orissa Governor in 1952 and
was the beginning of the Congress’ endorsements
of judicial luminaries that continued till the party
was in power. 

From Assam itself, there’s the example of
Justice Baharul Islam, who began as an advocate
in the Assam High Court in the early 1950s and
went on to serve a decade-long term as Rajya
Sabha member. 

As far as controversial rulings go, then the
Congress suitably accommodated former Chief
Justice Ranganath Misra, who gave a clean chit
to the Rajiv Gandhi-led Congress in the 1984 anti-
Sikh riots case. After his retirement, he was made
the first chairman of the National Human Rights
Commission (NHRC) and was even elected to the
Upper House on a Congress ticket in 1998. The
examples are so many that at one time, there was
much debate over how judges should not be
encouraged to take up the offer of the
Government’s post-retirement benefits, like
heading commissions of inquiry, simply because
that could cloud their impartial judgments and
colour their opinions in sensitive cases. 

One wonders, why then is there such discom-
fort over Gogoi’s induction in the Rajya Sabha?
Is it that there’s much criticism of Gogoi because
he was at one time considered a “rebel” judge and,
therefore, now looks like a test case of how the
institution of the executive superseded that of the
judiciary and a one-time warrior appeared to have
fallen in line? For the uninitiated, Justice Gogoi
and three of his brother judges shot into nation-
al prominence on January 18, 2018, when they
staged a press conference in the national Capital,
which was described as extraordinary by the
“pundits” in the media. The judges cautioned the
nation by giving “advance information” about the
threat faced by the nation and the judiciary.  Gogoi
had specifically made a reference to the selective
allocation of sensitive files. Therefore, there was
a sense of expectation built around him, one of
them being that he would ensure the indepen-
dence of the judiciary. The four senior-most

judges of the apex court led by Gogoi
warned that democracy was in peril.
“Unless this institution of the Supreme
Court is preserved, democracy will not
survive in this country,” warned J
Chelameswar, a colleague of Gogoi, dur-
ing the press meet, who, too, has
retired. 

I remember many Opposition lead-
ers waxing eloquent on the four judges
who held the extraordinary press con-
ference. Immediately after the meet, a
Left leader went to the residence of
Chelameswar (through the back
entrance). 

Nothing discernible happened after
this extraordinary washing of dirty linen
in public. The then Chief Justice of India
Dipak Misra retired on October 2, 2018,
and Ranjan Gogoi was sworn in as the
new Chief Justice. The rebel judges or
the “young Turks” of the Supreme
Court retired one by one and all are liv-
ing happily ever since. 

People living in South India are not
fortunate enough to get the latest news
on the “palace intrigues” taking place in
the power corridors in New Delhi.
Gogoi retired on November 17, 2019
and Sharad Bobde was sworn in as the
new Chief Justice of the country. This
is an ongoing process as the judiciary,
too, works on the principle “me today,
you tomorrow.” Justice Bobde, too,
would be retiring once he reaches the
magical figure of 65, the age for super-
annuation.

The issue is whether the former
Chief Justice of India was right in
accepting the Rajya Sabha nomination
offered by the President of India so soon
after his retirement. Well, there are no
records to show that Gogoi was even
remotely connected with any political
party till the day he retired from service.
He is the son of KC Gogoi, former Chief
Minister of Assam who was a Congress

leader. Ranjan Gogoi’s career at the
Bench began in 2001 when he was
appointed as a judge of the Guwahati
High Court in 2001 and culminated
with his appointment as the country’s
46th Chief Justice in 2018. But there
were many legal wizards in the Supreme
Court who had stints in politics before
their elevation to the Bench and till this
day one is yet to hear about the ethics
practiced by these gentlemen.

VR Krishna Iyer, a noted judge who
became a pioneer of judicial activism in
India and has ever since been eulogised
for his concerns for human rights and
the poor, was appointed as a judge of the
Kerala High Court in 1968. Before
entering the precincts of the judiciary,
Iyer was a full-fledged politician, a
Communist to be precise. He was the
Home Minister in the EMS
Namboodiripad-led Communist
Government of 1957, which was dis-
missed by Jawaharlal Nehru following
the liberation struggle waged by the
Congress in association with the pow-
erful Church and the Muslim commu-
nity. It was during the tenure of Iyer as
Home Minister that Kerala saw the first-
ever police firing on cashew company
workers agitating for their rights.

Iyer, who was defeated in the next
Assembly election, was elevated to the
Bench in 1968 at the instance of
Namboodiripad. This has been men-
tioned by Iyer himself in his autobiog-
raphy Wandering in Many Worlds
(Longman Pearson 2009). “EMS
Namboodiripad sent his Cabinet col-
league, Gouriamma, to persuade me to
accept the offer. She pleaded that State
power was a necessary tool for transfor-
mation of India into a socialist repub-
lic. She pressed home this point and left,”
writes Iyer on page 159. The book hit
the shelves across the nation in 2009 and
Gauriamma is yet to react to what Iyer

has written.
The Communists and the Congress

were hands in glove, though it was invis-
ible to most. Iyer’s was not a one-off
inclusion of a professional politician into
the Bench. We have the case of Kurian
Joseph, who as a student of  the Sree
Sankara College, Kalady was the leader
of the student wing of the Kerala
Congress (Mani), and had the backing
of the party all through his career. He
was one of the judges who took part in
the “extraordinary press meet” along
with Gogoi to warn the nation that
democracy was in danger.

Joseph has reportedly said that
Gogoi compromised the noble princi-
ples of the independence and impartial-
ity of the judiciary by accepting the
nomination to be a MP.  “According to
me, the acceptance of nomination as
member of Rajya Sabha by a former CJI
has certainly shaken the confidence of
the common man on the independence
of the judiciary, which is also one of the
basic structures of the Constitution of
India,” Joseph has been quoted as say-
ing. 

Let’s accept what Joseph has said
about Gogoi, but we have had many
judges and Chief Justices in the past,
who, had no hesitation in accepting the
crumbs thrown at them post-retirement.
Joseph’s predecessor from Kerala, KG
Balakrishnan, had no qualms in accept-
ing the post of the Chairman of the
NHRC. There are many judges who
retired from the Bench who later took
up political postings offered by the par-
ties in power. HR Gokhale, Baharul
Islam are just some of the names that
come to the mind. We cannot expect
every judge to be like MN
Venkatachaliah and SH Kapadia, syn-
onyms for justice and propriety.

(The writer is Special Correspondent,
The Pioneer)

7%�
��	
���	�����%�
�(�������%��
���
����
����%��.���%�	����%���	��
��������
�������	���������������
�������%���	
������������



	
�'��� �:
; 8 9 � � � 5 � � , 6

�!�"�3%	��% 
�&&�� �!" +


( �4�9,�

���
������
�
��������������

�������
����
����
��
���������������������������������
���
��
������
���!�(�������������������������
��

2���� �4�������6

�95�5M&*)85+
&>5�+	�*&3D

�9&��&��	35���*5�
�95>5�6&+�*C 9

75(&�5�	E5>
9	6�#C7"5+�

+9	C87�
3	��(5

53 	C>&"57�
�	��&05�C)��95
	..5>�	.��95

"	E5>3*53�L+
)	+�%>5��>5*53�

(535.��+��8�05
95&7�3"

 	**�++�	3+�	.
�3NC�>D��+�*)8D
(5 &C+5��9&�
 	C87� 8	C7

�95�>��*)&>��&8
#C7"*53�+�&37
 	8	C>��95�>
	)�3�	3+��3

+53+���E5� &+5+!
	35�6	375>+�
69D��953��+
�95>5�+C 9
7�+ 	*.	>�
	E5>�"	"	�L+

�37C ��	3��3��95
>&#D&�+&(9&O

C
����	���	
��������	��
	��
	����	����
���	��	���	������
�	���
%��
���
���	������	��������
��	%��
���
���	�����	���	������
����	���	�
��	��
��	������
	������	���������	���
�	��
	���
	��

������
	��
	������
��	#�
	�����	��	�������	�������	�	��
��	������	�����
���	��
	��	��
	,����������	����
����	C��������	��
	�
���	�����
�
����	����
���	���	�������	���
	�

�	����
��	#���	��	��	���
	��	����
�����	���	��	��	�
�����
�
	��	��������
	���
	��	���
��	���	��
���
�
3����	���	���	����	����������	���	����	�
	������	��	����	��	����	���

����	������	��	��
�	��
	������
	��	�
��
	���	�	�������	����������	��	���
��
��	��	�����
��

E���	��	��	�����	�����
	������	�	������	��	����
��������	���	
��
����
;��	����	�
�������
	����
��������	��
	��	�����	�����
	���	����	�
���(

���	�
����
	������
�	���&�	�
���	������	���	�
���
��	���&�	�
���
���
�	��	��
	�
���
���	3�	�
���	��	�
�����	��������
��	�
	���	����
��
������	���������	����	��������	�����	���	���	���	�
	����	
�
�
	����
(
����	����	�	���������G	1
	��	�
���	���	�
	�������
	��
	����
�
��	�
���
��	���	������
	������
�	
����������	��������
��	1��	��	��	���(
����
	��	����
��	���	����
�����	����	�
������	�
���
�	�������	��
	��

��	���
��	�������������	�
��������
��	#��������
	�
	��
	���
	��
��������	
�
�������	�������������	�����	���	���	����	���	�
	��
�
��	�
��	����
���	�
�����	��	���	����
������	#���	��	��
	���
	��	�
��
�
���
	��	��
	���������
�	�
	����	��	����	���
������

3�	>99>�	������	��
	����	1�����	4����


	%��
���
���	��	���	�
���(

�	����	�
	�

�
�	��	������	�	���
����
	���	
��������	��	��������	�
���(

��	���	�
���
�	��������
�	�
�
	��	�����	�����
�	��	�	����
"�
��
	��
=
��
��
�	>99H�	�
	������
�	�	���
����
	
�������
�
	���	
��������
�����	��	?����������	=��
����
	.?��=��/�	#�
	����	��	�	���
����
	��	���(
���
	���	��	��	���	��	
��
	�
������	��	�
�����
	��
	���
�
	��	
����(
�����	1��	3����	�
�����
�
	�

�
�	��	��	����	�
����
	��	��
	����
	���(
�
�	��	�
���
���	���	�����	���
	��
	��	��	��	��
	���
��
	��	����
�
���
��	��	������������	
��������
�	��	����
�
��	�����	��	��
	������
�
#�
	���
����
	���	�	���
	��	�
�
�	

���	���	��	��
�	��	>959	���	�
	�����
���	
�
�	��
	�
�	�
�	�
��	��	���	�������
�	

3�	>95I�	���
	������	��
	��
�	C����	!
�����
	�
�
����
��
.C!�/	-�����
�	=�����	3����	����	���	���������
��	0�
	���	��������	�
-�����
	0�
�	0����
	,����
	.-00,/	��������	�����	��	=E�)�-
���	��
	�
����	���	�	���"�
�	��	���
��	#�	C��
	.�#C/	
��������(
��	�����
��	�����	��	=��
��	$������	1���	��
	���������	���
�	���(
�
��	����	��
(������	��	��������	�����
��	1���	���
	�	����
�	�������(
������	����	��
	���
�	��������	��	��
	���
�	������
	���	�����	��	��	���
���
	��	����	��
	���	��	���	
��
��
�	���	��	��
	��
�
��	�������	�	����

����
�	��	=
������
	������	����
���	��
	��������	�����
�	���(
�
�	>8�	$�����	���	=
����	=
������
	����
���	��
	��������	����(
�
�	����
�	>@�	=�����	��	��
	=��
��	$�����	�#C	�����
���	C��
�
��
������
�	��	��
	����
�	��	�
���
���	���	��
	������
�	��	���
��
��
	��
�
�����	��	��������
�	#�
	���������	��	����
�	�
	�	���
	"�
�(
����(����
�	�
�����	��
�
	��
	�
���
�	����
��	"�
��
�	��	��
	���(
�
���	��
�	��

	����	��	��
	����(��

	����
��	����	���
	�

�	���(
���
�	��	���������
	�����

#���	���	��
	���
�����	��	��
	�
��
�	���	���	�
	�����
�	����
���	
������	���	����
�	��	���	=
������
	���	=
����	=
������
	�
���(

��	��	��
�
	���������	��	����	���
�	�
	�����	���	���
	���	��	����

�����	�������	����	���	��������	��	�
���	���	����
���	������������

$���
	-�����
�	 ��
����	-���	����
�	3����	��	�
���	���	��	�
���(

��	��	���	��
	=���
�	���	����	���	�
����������	�������
�	�������	���
�(
���
	���	�
	���	�
�����
�	����	��	���	��

��	��	$������
���	3�	�

�(
���	����	��
	$-&�	����	3����	����	�������
�	��
	1�����	4���	����
��	��
�
(
��	�
�������	�
�
	�
�
���
�	��	599	����
�	�����
�	��	3�����	���	��
�

����	����	-���&�	����	��	������
	����
��	��	��
	�
���
��	��	=����
�����	�����������	���	!
������	,���
������	.=��!,/	�������
�	��	��
��
���	�������
�	3����	�
�����
�	�
	�������	�	����	����
	��	�
�
���
�
������	���
����	��	�
��	���	�
���	�������	���	���
	���
�	0��	���
�(
���
	���������	�
���
�	6I	�
�	�
��	��	���	��������	���	����	���	�
���(
������	3�	�
	�
�
���	���
����	��	�������
�	���
	 
�����	1
������	#�����
<���	���	��	���	�
	�����	�
	�
�����	����	����
��	��	���	���
	���
����2
��	���	����	��	�
���
��	��	=��!,	��������	#���	���	��
	�
��	���

��	���	���
	�
��	���	���	������������
�	���	����	������
�	��	��
	=����
�����	�������
��	���
	����	���
	���	�������
	��
��	�����
��	1
	���
��������	��
	1�����	4���	����
���	�
	���
	����	��
	����������
	��	�

��	�
��	��	���	����
����	�
��������	���	����
�	���	$-&�	��������	#�

 �������	3�������
	��	0�
�	=��������	. 30=/�	��
	����
��	��
�	������
��	��
	������	���	��	��
	����	���
	

���	�
�
���
�	
(����
��	�����	��
��������
	��	��
	=E�)�-	���	���	����	>HJ8	�#C	�����
���	E
	�����
���
	����
�	��
	����	�����	���	�

�	��
��
�	�
	��
	������
	��	��
	�������
������	������
	��
	��	,����(56�	K������
	���	��������	�����	���

�

�	��	�����
��	#�
	 30=	���������	���	���
	�����
�	��
	�
������
�������	�
	��
	��
�	1��	��	���	������
	���
�����	���	��	�����	���

���

�	�	����
�	���
	��	�
	���	��
���
�	�������
���
�	���������	�������
����	���
	����������	3�	��	�	����
�	����������
	���	��	��	���	���
	��
��	��
�����	����	C��
�
��	�
	����	�
���	����	���	������
�	���
���
	��
�
	���������
�	��	��
��	�������	����������	���
	��
	,����������
���
��	��	��
��

.�������	����
������
������	��������
	�	�	�������������������/

Most of India is in a lockdown
as the country collectively
tries to prevent the deadly

Coronavirus from spreading into the
community. We began the exercise
to beat the virus on March 22 with
the unprecedented voluntary 7 AM
to 9 PM “Janta (public) Curfew” in
response to Prime Minister Narendra
Modi’s televised appeal to people to
stay indoors. 

Given our numbers, a whopping
1.3 billion people, it was by far the
biggest social-distancing exercise in

the world against the Coronavirus
outbreak. 

The country has been in a lock-
down ever since and the Prime
Minister gave a hint of what was to
come when he said that India should
be prepared for a long haul. Modi
tweeted on Sunday night, “Today’s
#JantaCurfew may get over at 9 PM
but that doesn’t mean we should start
celebrating. Do not consider it a suc-
cess. Today the countrymen have
declared we are capable, if we decide
we can beat the biggest challenge
together.”

India stands at the tipping point,
having reached Stage-III of the pan-
demic as confirmed by Delhi Chief
Minister Arvind Kejriwal on March
22. From here it could take a flat
curve like Korea or an upward curve
like Europe. The “Janta Curfew” was
Modi’s idea of mobilising public
support to fight the Coronavirus
through extended lockdowns soon
afterwards. It was a bid to create

greater awareness in the country
about the danger of the pandemic
and remind everyone of their duty
towards the nation.

All epidemics evoke fear and
panic since they result in fatalities and
the Coronavirus is no exception.
However, in its management, four
elements are important: Science; the
public healthcare system; political
will and public support. Where sci-
ence is concerned, human trials of
the Coronavirus vaccine have already
begun and doctors are experiment-
ing with the use of various drugs that
already exist to fight the pandemic.
However, in India, much more needs
to be done on the public healthcare
front, which is not equipped to han-
dle a medical emergency of this scale.
As far as political will and support is
concerned, Modi’s appeal and the
subsequent lockdowns by various
State Governments across the nation
show that we are doing well on this
front. And the fact that the Prime

Minister’s appeal for the “Janta cur-
few” and the subsequent lockdowns
received overwhelming support
across the spectrum shows that peo-
ple are behind the Government,
too. 

India was never as united as it is
today. Several Chief Ministers,
Members of Parliament, political
parties, sports personalities, film
stars and TV celebrities came on
board to make the “Janta Curfew”
and the lockdowns that have followed
it, a success. The support for the
Union Government also came from
unexpected quarters, including the
Congress and other Opposition par-
ties. 

Even religious institutions don’t
seem averse to the Government’s
measures, as temple authorities
across the country have come on
board and closed temples in an
unprecedented move. Priests in a
temple in Varanasi decided to put
masks on the idols and posters have

been put up urging devotees to
refrain from touching the idols.
Even most churches across India are
shut and most Sunday services were
either suspended or held online. This
is quite a feat given that this is the
Holy Lenten month for Christians
across the globe and churches are
usually full at this time of the year.

Now that the country is in a
lockdown, the question is what lies
ahead? The challenge before the
Modi Government is formidable.
Many nations have announced sup-
port for their economies and busi-
nesses and people who are losing out
on their livelihoods. The UK propos-
es to spend 330 million pounds and
the US close to a trillion dollars. Even
European countries like France,
Spain and Italy are getting ready to
spend billions of euros. The Modi
Government, too, will have to
mobilise all the resources at its dis-
posal to keep the country pandem-
ic-free and also ensure that the

livelihoods of people are safeguard-
ed. The Centre and the States will
have to focus on how to deal with
lakhs of people who will be in dire
straits due to the lockdown. This is
particularly so in the case of con-
struction workers, taxi and auto-rick-
shaw drivers, daily-wage earners,
domestic help, small business enter-
prises and so on. The Government
has to think of a huge economic
package to tide over the present cri-
sis. The more drastic the precaution-
ary health measures, the greater will
be the fallout on the economy. Modi
has announced an economic task
force under the Finance Minister but
they are yet to come up with welfare
schemes, though Nirmala
Sitharaman did extend the last date
of filing income tax returns on
Tuesday. However, some States like
UP, Telangana and Delhi have come
out with relief packages. 

Also, at a time like this, the peo-
ple have to realise that pursuing one’s

own self-interest is not done and each
citizen also has to think of public
interest. While we all have the legal
right to buy as much hand sanitiser
and face wipes we can find, what
about the welfare of the society in
which we live? India believes in
Vasudhaiva Kutumbakam (the whole
world is one family) so now is the
time to prove this with our behaviour. 

Experts say that quarantine is
one of the most effective ways of con-
taining an epidemic. Therefore, it is
imperative that more than the steps
taken by the Government we impose
self-restrictions at an early stage to
limit the Coronavirus spread and
help each other in this trying time.
As Dr Paul, head of the medical task
force at the Centre, commented in a
TV show, “The Coronavirus is a
once-in-a century epidemic and has
to be fought as such.” Indeed desper-
ate times need desperate measures. 

(The writer is a senior 
journalist)
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Medical personnel help
each other suit up at a

federal COVID-19 drive-thru
testing site.

As virus deaths mounted
and Americans hoped for some
economic relief Tuesday from
their divided government,
heath officials and leaders
warned that the world was
entering a critical period that
would determine just how
deeply the pandemic slices
through their nations.

While Chinese authorities
said they would finally end a
two-month lockdown in hard-
hit Hubei province where the
coronavirus outbreak first
began, nations in Europe,
North America and elsewhere
pressed harder to enforce the
stay-at-home restrictions
placed on 1.5 billion people
worldwide.

Those measures could sig-
nificantly impact the trajecto-
ry that the virus will take as it
spreads across the world. World
Health Organization warned
that the outbreak is accelerat-
ing but said nations and indi-
viduals can all have an impor-
tant impact.

We are not helpless
bystanders, said WHO chief
Tedros Adhanom Ghebreyesus,
noting that it took 67 days to
reach 100,000 cases worldwide
but just four days to go from
200,000 to 300,000.

We can change the trajec-
tory of this pandemic. One
viral social media video showed
Italian mayors, sometimes pro-
fanely, berating their fellow
citizens for not staying inside.

On Capitol Hill, a nearly $2
trillion plan that would prop up
businesses and send checks to
American households has
stalled in Washington for days,
but officials said they expect to
reach a deal later Tuesday.

Democrats have argued that it
was tilted too much toward
corporations rather than help-
ing American workers and
health care providers.

It appears that it will be
soon that the U.S., which has
more than 46,000 infections
and 530 deaths, overtakes hard-
hit Italy in the number of
infections.

Authorities say the U.S. is
on track to eventually overtake
China’s nearly 82,000 infections
and how soon that happens
depends on how seriously
Americans take the state-at-
home restrictions.

In New York, now one of
the world’s biggest virus hot
spots, authorities rushed to set
up the thousands of hospital
beds they will need in just
weeks to protect the city’s 8.4
million people. More than
12,000 people have tested pos-
itive in the city and 125 have
died. A state-wide lockdown
took effect Monday.

The mayor warned that the
city’s hospitals are just 10 days
away from shortages in basic

supplies, while the state’s gov-
ernor announced plans to con-
vert a New York City conven-
tion center into a hospital.

This is going to get much
worse before it gets better,
New York Gov. Andrew
Cuomo said.

British Prime Minister
Boris Johnson tighted all trav-
el restrictions, demanding that
people do not visit family
members or friends and stick
with only the people they live
with.

Nearly 384,000 people
worldwide have been infected
and more than 16,500 have
died from the virus, according
to by Johns Hopkins University.
In Italy, Spain and France, the
pandemic is pushing national
health systems to their break-
ing points.

The outbreak has killed
more than 6,000 Italians, the
highest death toll of any coun-
try. Officials said Monday the
virus had claimed just over 600
more lives, down from 793 two
days earlier, offering some
glimmer of hope.

The risks remain for doc-
tors, nurses and others on the
front lines: Italy has seen at least
18 doctors with the 
coronavirus die. Spain says
12% of its cases more than
3,900 health care workers have
become infected.

A Madrid ice rink is now
being used as a makeshift
morgue as the number of bod-
ies of virus victims in the
Spanish capital mounts.

Overwhelmed by a virus
hotspot in its eastern city of
Mulhouse France was getting
help from hospitals in neigh-
boring Germany and
Switzerland.

Confusion rippled through
Britain on the first morning
after Johnson ordered a three-
week halt to all nonessential
activity.

The government has told
most stores to close, banned
gatherings of three or more
people and said everyone apart
from essential workers should
leave home only to buy food
and medicines or to exercise.
But photos showed crowded

trains Tuesday on some
London subway lines.

I cannot say this more
strongly: we must stop all non-
essential use of public transport
now,” London Mayor Sadiq
Khan tweeted.

“Ignoring these rules
means more lives lost. Asian
stock markets reacted posi-
tively Tuesday, markets in Japan
and South Korea posting sig-
nificant gains after the Federal
Reserve said it will lend to
small and large businesses and
local governments to help them
through the crisis.

The move toward lock-
downs has been influenced by
the success of such measures in
China, where the virus was first
found late last year in the cen-
tral city of Wuhan. China
barred people from leaving or
entering the city on Jan. 23, and
soon expanded that to cover
most of Hubei province, home
to 70 million people.

On Tuesday, after more
than a week in which China
said the vast majority of new
virus cases were imported from
abroad, authorities said the
restrictions in Hubei would
end. People cleared by health
authorities would be able to
leave the province after mid-
night. Wuhan itself will remain
locked down until April 8.

For most people, the coro-
navirus causes only mild or
moderate symptoms, such as
fever or coughing. But for
some older adults and people
with existing health problems,
it can cause more severe illness,
including pneumonia. Some
102,000 people have recov-
ered, mostly in China.

In contrast to other
European nations, German
health authorities offered some
hope that the country has flat-
tened the exponential 
spread of the virus, 
which has already infected
nearly 30,000.
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India, which led the world in
eradicating two silent killers

- smallpox and polio - has a
tremendous capacity in erad-
icating the deadly coronoavirus
pandemic that has now
claimed nearly 15,000 lives
and infected over three lakh
others globally, according to a
top WHO official.

The executive director of
the World Health
Organisation, Michael Ryan,
said India, the world’s second
most populous country, has a
tremendous capacity to deal
with the coronavirus outbreak
as it has the experience of erad-
icating the small-pox and polio
through targeted public inter-
vention.

“India led the world in
eradicating two silent killers
and eliminating them from the
country,” he said during a
press conference in Geneva on
Monday on the COVIVD-19
pandemic.

India, through targeted
public intervention, ended
smallpox and gave a great gift

to the world. India also eradi-
cated polio, he noted.

“India has tremendous
capacities. It is exceptionally
important that countries like
India lead the way to show the
world what can be done,” Ryan
said.

“India led the world in
eradicating two silent killers,
small-pox and polio so India
has a tremendous capacity,”
Ryan said.

“There are no easy
answers. It is exceptionally
important that countries like
India show the way to the
world as they have done
before,” he said. Diseases such
as polio and smallpox, which
once claimed many lives in
India, have been defeated with
targeted public interventions.
While India attained the polio-
free status in 2014, the coun-
try got rid of smallpox in
1977.

Ryan’s remarks came as the
WHO said the number of
deaths due to the coronavirus
soared to 14,652, with more
than 334,000 people infected
worldwide.
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The UK’s strict three-week
lockdown announced by

British Prime Minister Boris
Johnson to control the spread
of the deadly coronavirus
remains in question with the
country’s underground trains
seen packed during the rush
hour on Tuesday as people con-
tinue using the limited services
in operation.

Johnson on Monday
enforced the strictest curbs on
movement of people for at
least three weeks as the death
toll from COVID-19 in the
country rose to 335.

In a televised address to the
nation, Johnson issued the cen-
tral message of: “you must stay
home” and gave police powers
to enforce the order. However,
there are concerns around the
clarity of the message and
police forces around the coun-
try said they had been inun-
dated with calls asking what
was still allowed.

Transport Secretary Gant
Shapps in a tweet on Monday
advised people to stay at home

if possible.
“Concerning to see images

of packed trains this a.M. The
advice is clear: STAY HOME if
possible. That is the way to
SAVE LIVES,” he said. “We are
working with train operators to
introduce a small number of
trains for KEY WORKERS to
have space to be safe,” he
added.

The government has said
that those in construction can go
to work on a site as long as they
adhere to the social distancing
advice of not being within 2-
metres of someone who is not in
your household.  However,
London Mayor Sadiq Khan,
who controls some of the UK
capital’s biggest construction
projects as the head of Transport
for London, said he wanted to
shut construction sites as part of
the lockdown. “I’ve expressed my
concerns to the Prime Minister
directly…. In my view, the only
construction workers that should
be working are those that we
need for safety. I think that this
is a time to understand the scale
of the challenge we are facing,”
he said.
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Another 514 people have
died in Spain over the past

24 hours, raising the death toll
to 2,696, as the number of
infections surged towards
40,000, the Government said
on Tuesday. 

As the health authorities
step up the number of tests, the
number of people who have
been diagnosed with COVID-
19 rose by nearly 20 percent to
39,673, the health ministry
said.

At the same time, the death
toll showed an increase of 23.5
percent over the figures from
Monday.

The new figures came as
the Government of Prime
Minister Pedro Sanchez was to
seek parliamentary 
approval to extend the state of
emergency for an extra two
weeks, until April 11, 
in a bid to slow the spread of
the virus.

Officials are hoping the
rate of infections will peak
within the coming days. 

The Madrid region has
suffered the brunt of the epi-
demic with 12,352 infections —
just under a third of the total
— and 1,535 deaths, 
or 57 percent of the national
figure.

��	�� )&>�+

The number of deaths
around the world from the

novel coronavirus cases stood
at 16,961, according to a tally
compiled by AFP on Tuesday
from official sources.

More than 386,350
declared cases have been reg-
istered in 175 countries and ter-
ritories since the epidemic first
emerged in China in
December. The tallies, using
data collected by AFP offices
from national authorities and
information from the World
Health Organization (WHO),
likely reflect only a fraction of
the actual number of infections.

Many countries are now
only testing cases that require
hospitalisation. Italy, which
recorded its first coronavirus
death in February, now has
more fatalities than China with
6,077, as well as having 63,927
declared infections with 7,432
recoveries.

China — excluding Hong
Kong and Macau — has to date
declared 81,171 cases, includ-
ing 3,277 deaths, with 73,159
people recovered. It reported 78
new cases and seven new fatal-
ities since Monday.

The third worst hit coun-
try is Spain with 2,696 fatalities
and 39,673 infections, followed
by Iran with 1,934 fatalities and

24,811 cases, France with 860
deaths and 19,856 cases, and
the United States with 499
deaths and 46,440 cases. Since
1900 GMT Monday, Iceland
announced its first death while
Myanmar reported its first
case. By continent, Europe has
listed 199,779 cases and 10,724
deaths to date, Asia 98,748
cases and 3,570 deaths, the US
and Canada together 48,519
cases with 523 deaths, the
Middle East 29,087 cases and
1,966 deaths, Latin America
and the Caribbean 6,217 cases
with 112 deaths, Oceania 2,225
cases with nine deaths and
Africa 1,778 cases with 57
deaths. 
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Spanish army troops disin-
fecting nursing homes have

found, to their horror, some
residents living in squalor
among the infectious bodies of
people that authorities suspect
have died from the new coro-
navirus. Prosecutors have
launched a judicial probe.

Defense Minister
Margarita Robles said the
elderly were “completely left to
fend for themselves, or even
dead, in their beds.” She said
the discovery included several
nursing homes and several
bodies but did not give exact
locations for the nursing homes
or exactly how many bodies
were found.

The news came as Spain on

Tuesday announced a record
daily rise of 6,584 new coron-
avirus infections, bringing the
overall total to 39,673. The
number of deaths also jumped
by a record number of 514 to
2,696. 

Madrid took over a public
skating rink Tuesday after the
city morgue overflowed. To
date, 1,535 people have died in
the hard-hit Spanish capital,
more than half of the national
total. The region has over
12,350 infections.

“This is the tough week,”
Fernando Simón, head of
Spain’s health emergency cen-
ter, told a daily briefing. 

Simon also said 5,400
health workers have been
infected by the coronavirus
that is relentlessly marching

across the world from China,
some 14 % of the country’s total
cases.

Security forces guarded the
outside of the Palacio de Hielo
ice skating complex on
Madrid’s northeastern outskirts
as funeral vans entered the
building via an underground
car park. Madrid authorities
took up the rink’s offer after the
city’s municipal funeral service
said it could take no more coro-
navirus bodies until it
restocked with more protective
equipment. 

The city government said
bodies would be held at the
rink until they can be taken to
be cremated or buried.

Madrid has adapted two
city hotels as hospitals to help
with the overflow of virus

patients and plans to take over
five others. Madrid’s hotel asso-
ciation has offered 40 hotels to

help medical workers. 
Madrid also set up a field

hospital in the Ifema trade fair

complex that recently housed
the COP25 U.N. climate con-
ference.
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Italy reported a sharp rise in its coronavirus death toll
Tuesday, with 743 more victims, breaking a two-day trend that

had fuelled hopes the epidemic may be on the wane. The daily
toll was the second highest recorded in Italy since the crisis began,
ut the civil protection agency said that while the number of new
cases was up on Monday’s figure, the infection rate was slow-
ing. The civil protection chief also said the nation of 60 million
was on course to overtake China’s total number of confirmed
Covid-19 cases in a week.
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China on Tuesday decided to
lift the three-month lock-

down on more than 56 million
people in the central Hubei
province, the epicentre of the
deadly coronavirus outbreak,
on Wednesday amid warnings
by experts of a looming second
wave of the COVID-19 infec-

tions in the country due to the
steady rise in “imported cases”.

The prolonged lockdown
of Hubei’s capital Wuhan will
end on April 8, lifting the
mass quarantine over the city
with a population of over 11
million.

Wuhan, the central
Chinese city where the virus
cases were first detected in

December last year on Monday
reported one new confirmed
case of the COVID-19 after
reporting zero cases for five
consecutive days.

Hubei province and
Wuhan city which together
have over 56 million popula-
tion were kept under strict
lockdown since January 23
with a ban on all movement of

people and transportation.
China is embarking on a

major step to open up its coro-
navirus epicentres just 
as India and the world is seri-
ously grappling with the fast-
paced spread of the disease
which has become a global
pandemic forcing most of the
countries to go into a lockdown
mode.
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Investor wealth on Tuesday
jumped Rs 1,82,769.92 crore

as stock markets bounced back
after posting the worst one-day
fall in the previous trade.

Indian stocks rebounded
on Tuesday in line with global
recovery on hopes stimulus
measures by the governments
to mitigate the impact of coro-
navirus outbreak. The bench-
mark index Sensex soared by
692.79 points or 2.67 per cent
to close at 26,674.03. 

The market capitalisation
of BSE-listed companies rose
by Rs 1,82,769.92 crore to Rs
1,03,69,706.20 crore.

On Monday, the bench-
mark index had tanked

3,934.72 points or 13.15 per
cent to close at 25,981.24.

“Post a sharp decline in the
previous session, the Indian
markets witnessed healthy buy-
ing interest led by positive glob-
al cues and rising hopes of a
stimulus package from the gov-
ernment. The broader markets
underperformed wherein the
BSE midcap ended higher by 1.6
per cent and smallcap ended
flat,” according to Ajit Mishra,
VP - Research, Religare Broking
Ltd. Equity benchmark recov-
ered over 1,400 points in open-
ing session tracking gains in
Asian peers after the Federal
Reserve announced measures to
support the US economy.

VK Vijayakumar, Chief
Investment Strategist, Geojit

financial services said, “Amidst
the lockdown, extension of
deadlines and relaxation of
norms brings in great relief to
the taxpayers and businesses in
the country. The focus should be
on the low income earners, as
they are the worst hit from the
lockdown. The waiver of charges
on cash withdrawal from ATMs,
will be helpful for citizens.”

On the sector front, the IT
index was the top outper-
former gaining nearly 7 per
cent, followed by FMCG and
Healthcare which were up 3.13
per cent and 2.33 per cent.

From the 30-share Sensex
pack, Infosys was the top gain-
er, rising 12.69 per cent, fol-
lowed by Bajaj Finance, HUL
and RIL. 
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Businesses in the eurozone
suffered “an unprecedented

collapse” in March because of
the novel coronavirus pan-
demic, according to a closely
watched indicator released on
Tuesday by IHS Markit.

Provisional data showed
the slump in activity in the 19-
nation zone in March “far
exceeding that seen even at the
height of the global financial
crisis,” with the company’s PMI
survey diving to 31.4.

A reading below 50 points
indicates a contraction. In
February, the index had stood
at 51.6. The latest reading for
March is the lowest since IHS
Markit started its PMI survey
in 1998.

The indicator reflected a
near-shutdown of eurozone
economies as COVID-19
sweeps across Europe.

Major economies Italy,
France, Germany and Spain are
all deeply affected and have
implemented severe social and
business restrictions to try to
slow the virus’s spread, by
keeping potential carriers at
home.

The eurozone’s economic
struggle was worsened by some
EU member states closing off
their borders to neighbours,
limiting the f low of 
goods and people within the
single market. EU countries are
starting to deploy massive state
spending and loan guarantees
to prop up businesses and
employment, with the EU

dropping its strict rules on
budget deficits.

The IHS Markit survey
showed the services sector was
pummelled the worst, sliding to
well below where it was at dur-
ing the 2009 global financial
crisis. Manufacturing was also
hit, supply chains were being
badly degraded, and there was
“a record fall in export business
as cross-border trade flows
seized up”. Employees are being
let go at the fastest rate since
June 2009.

“Expectations of future
output also deteriorated
markedly to reach an all-time
low, with record degrees of 
pessimism about the year
ahead seen in both manufac-
turing and services,” IHS
Markit said.

+�$���	�����%���;������!�"�
%���������������&	�����&���

0B��
��������������	���C
��
���
�=��������������

2��������������	�����
;�������%��������������
������"�
�*<@�$�
 �
	�
��� 356�7589�

India Inc on Tuesday said the
government’s move to extend

the deadline for filing income
tax and GST returns and raise
threshold of default that could
trigger insolvency of a compa-
ny would help businesses, espe-
cially MSMEs, tide over the neg-
ative impact of the coronavirus
outbreak.

At a press conference on
Tuesday, Finance Minister
Nirmala Sitharaman announced
that the government has waived
charges on cash withdrawals
from ATMs of other banks as a
precursor to a broader stimulus
package for the economy dis-
tressed by the coronavirus out-
break.

“Waiver of penalty, late fee
and interest on GST will also
help industry cope up with the
huge cash crunch, and thus, tide
through these tough times,” CII
Director General Chandrajit
Banerjee said. Deloitte India
Partner MS Mani said the exten-
sion of GST return filing time-
lines together with the defer-
ment of e-invoicing and new
returns announced earlier
would allow businesses to focus
on resumption of business
processes once normalcy
resumes in future.

Abhishek Jain, tax partner,
EY, said, “Extended time for
payment under the Sabka
Vishwas Scheme as well is a wel-
come measure as companies
were struggling for making the
payment in the lockdown sce-
nario.” Assocham President

Niranjan Hiranandani said the
industry looks forward for the
broader economic packages like
One time Roll Over for debt
restructuring across the indus-
tries to be announced soon for
resurrecting its economic
health.

“These proactive steps are
the need of the hour to mitigate
some of the hardships that the
businesses are going through,”
said Sohinder Gill, director
general, Society of
Manufacturers of Electric
Vehicles. Suntuity Renewable
Energy India Director
(Operations) Imaan Javan said,
“We express relief towards the
finance minister’s move of
extending the date of filing IT
and GST returns from March
31, 2020, to June 30, 2020. The
decision taken by the finance
minister is a timely move con-
sidering that the economy is on
its knees as of now” said .

The last date for filing
income tax returns for 2018-19
as well as that for linking PAN
with Aadhaar has been extend-
ed by three months to June 30.
The last date for filing GST
annual returns for 2018-19,
which is due on March 31, has
also been extended till the last
week of June.

As outbreak of coronavirus
pandemic and lockdowns across
cities create large-scale economic
disruption, Sitharaman
announced the threshold of loan
default that could trigger insol-
vency proceedings has been
raised to Rs 1 crore from the
existing Rs 1 lakh now.

PTI n New Delhi

The Depareached out to state
governments over difficul-

ties faced by personnel of ser-
vice operators in their move-
ments due to lockdowns
imposed by authorities to con-
tain coronavirus outbreak.

Telecom Secretary Anshu
Prakash in a letter to chief sec-
retaries of state and advisors to
administrators of union terri-
tories has noted that telecom
infrastructure is critical for
maintaining communication,
use of broadband, encouraging
e-commerce and facilitating

work from home during the
ongoing restrictions to curb the
spread of coronavirus.

While telecom services
have been listed within the
essential services, employees
maintaining the network and
managing operations have
complained of facing problem
in their movement.

“Instances are being
reported where the local
authorities have asked the per-
sonnel of the telecom service
providers at network operation
centres and call centres to shut
down operations in the view of
the restrictions.

“Hence, it will be neces-
sary that instructions reach
the field level to permit per-
sonnel maintaining and pro-
viding telecom services to con-
tinue their work without inter-
ruption,” the letter said.

Employees of all organisa-
tions, that do not fall under list
essential services, have been
asked to work from home for
business continuity using their
phone and broadband con-
nections.

Prakash has requested to
state governments and UT
administration designate nodal
officer with the name and

phone number who can be
contacted by the 
telecom operators and internet
companies in the event of any
difficulty.

Telecom companies like
Reliance Jio have announced
free broadband service to new
customers and doubled data
limit for all existing customers
to support work from home in
fight against coronavirus. State-
owned telecom companies
BSNL and MTNL took lead last
week to announce free broad-
band plans and additional data
for their customers to support
work from home.
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PTI n New Delhi

Moody’s Investors Service
on Tuesday downgraded state-
owned Oil and Natural Gas
Corporation’s (ONGC) rating in
view of the uncertain oil price
environment, depleting cash
reserves of the government and
government guidelines con-
straining its ability to lower
dividends.

The rating agency down-
graded ONGC’s local and for-
eign currency issuer ratings to
Baa2 from Baa1. It also down-
graded the ratings of the unse-
cured bonds issued by ONGC
and those issued by its subsidiary
ONGC Videsh Ltd.

The outlook on all ratings
remains negative, it said. “Given
the increasingly uncertain oil
price environment, ONGC’s
depleted cash reserves, and gov-
ernment guidelines that con-
strains state-owned enterprises’
ability to lower dividends,
ONGC’s ratings are materially
challenged at the previous rat-
ing level and its credit profile
insufficient to remain above
India’s Baa2 sovereign rating.
The rating outlook is negative in
line with the outlook on India’s
sovereign rating,” said Vikas
Halan, senior vice-president,
Moody’s.

“Further, the downgrade
reflects our expectation that
ONGC’s credit metrics will
weaken beyond the tolerance
level for its ratings, if oil prices

remain low for a prolonged
period,” he said.

Against the backdrop of a
significant deterioration in oil
prices over the last month that
is predicted to persist for most
of 2020, ONGC decided to pay
an interim dividend of Rs 5 per
share last week, resulting in
cash outflows of Rs 6,300 crore,
which has reduced its cash
reserves.

ONGC had consolidated
cash and cash equivalents of Rs
6,700 crore as on September 30,
2019. “ONGC’s dividend policy
is based on the guidelines issued
by the Government of India in
May 2016, which requires all
government-owned companies
to pay a minimum annual div-
idend equal to 5 per cent of their
net worth even if they do not
have sufficient profits,” Moody’s
said. Despite depleted cash
reserves, ONGC is expected to
meet its debt repayment oblig-
ations given its access to capi-
tal as a state-owned company.
“However, its lower cash
reserves have diminished the
company’s capacity to protect
its credit profile from oil price
shocks,” Halan said.

ONGC’s cash reserves,
which provided protection
against the oil price decline in
2016, have been depleting over
the past three years because of
high dividends, share buyback in
2019, and its acquisition of
Hindustan Petroleum Corp Ltd
(HPCL) in 2018.
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Video streaming major
Netflix and social net-

working giant Facebook are
reducing bit rates for videos on
their platforms as part of their
efforts to help mitigate mobile
and broadband network con-
gestion amid the coronavirus
pandemic.

Netflix said it will reduce
traffic on telecommunication
networks by 25 per cent while
maintaining the quality of ser-
vice for users in India, while
Facebook said it will tem-
porarily reduce bit rates for
videos on Facebook and
Instagram in India. 

Companies like Amazon
Prime Video are also tem-
porarily lowering bit rates — a
measure of how much data is
being transferred — to ease
pressure on telecom network
infrastructure. 

Consumption of digital
content has gone up manifold
as people are forced to stay
indoors as almost the entire
country is under lockdown to
contain the spread of the dead-
ly COVID-19.

A Facebook spokesperson
said, “To help alleviate any
potential network congestion,
we will temporarily reduce bit
rates for videos on Facebook
and Instagram in India”. 
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Monetary Fund called for
urgent action from Middle
East governments Tuesday as
the coronavirus pandemic
threatens a persistent slump in
oil revenues and a “big drop” in
growth. The International
Monetary Fund said a dozen
Middle East and North African
countries had already
approached it for financial sup-
port. It urged governments
across the region to swiftly
draw up rescue packages to
head off a protracted recession.

“The region is likely to see
a big drop in growth this year,”
the IMF’s regional director for
the Middle East and Central
Asia, Jihad Azour, said in a
report. AFP

��;��
����	�����
����	���0�����
��C
�������	����
���%

	�
�� (5�#�3"

Amidst the coronavirus pan-
demic, a man in China’s

southwestern Yunnan province
has died of hantavirus, a disease
spread by rodents, official media

here reported on Tuesday.
The person from Yunnan

province died while on his way
back to the eastern Shandong
province for work on a chartered
bus on Monday, state-run Global
Times tweeted. “He was tested

positive for #hantavirus. Other
32 people on bus were tested,”
the tweet said without divulging
further details. Hantaviruses are
a family of viruses spread main-
ly by rodents and can cause var-
ied disease syndromes in people

worldwide, according to the
Centres for Disease Control
and Prevention (CDC) which is
the leading national public
health institute of the United
State. Hantaviruses in the
Americas are known as “New

World” hantaviruses and may
cause Hantavirus Pulmonary
Syndrome (HPS).

Each hantavirus serotype
has a specific rodent host species
and is spread to people via
aerosolised virus that is shed in

urine, feces and saliva, and less
frequently by a bite from an
infected host, according to the
CDC.

The hantavirus report came
as China is currently grappling
with coronavirus which has

resulted in the death of 3,277
people in the country, mostly in
its epicentre Hubei province
and its capital Wuhan.

Meanwhile, the number of
deaths from the coronavirus
cases stood at 16,961 across the

world, according to multiple
reports. 

More than 386,350 declared
cases have been registered in 175
countries and territories since
the pandemic first emerged in
China in December. 

1������	�	��$����
�����
����	�������$���������������3������%���
��

MOSCOW: Russian Prime
Minister Mikhail Mishustin on
Monday gave the authorities five
days to develop a system to track
people who have come into
contact with anyone with coro-
navirus by using mobile phone
geolocation data.

Under the new system, peo-
ple would be sent information if
they came into contact with
someone who was infected and
the same information would be
passed on to special regional
headquarters set up to fight the
respiratory disease pandemic.

The Kremlin said the mea-
sure was legal and part of a raft
of measures Russia is taking to
try to halt spread of the virus.

The measure will trace “cit-
izens who are in contact with
patients with new coronavirus
infection on the basis of infor-
mation from cellular operators
about the geolocation of a cell
phone of a particular person,
which would allow citizens to be
notified (over the phone) if
they have been in contact with
a person suffering from the
new coronavirus, sending rele-
vant messages to inform them of
the need for self-isolation...” the
communications ministry said
in a statement.

Russia closes its borders to
foreigners amid the coronavirus
outbreak. President Vladimir
Putin on Tuesday said the coro-
navirus situation was “under
control” in Russia and out-
breaks of infection had been
contained.

Russia, which has a tempo-
rary ban on the entry of for-
eigners in place, has 438 con-
firmed cases of coronavirus so
far and one virus-related death
- less than many European
countries.

On Monday, Moscow
Mayor Sergei Sobyanin told
residents of the Russian capital
over the age of 65 and those
with chronic illnesses to remain
at home. Russia is gradually
tightening quarantine rules and
readying its healthcare system
for more cases. Sobyanin told the
elderly and other vulnerable
residents to only make trips to
pharmacies and shops if
absolutely necessary from
Thursday until April 14.

Where possible, he also
advised the elderly to leave the
city and stay at their dachas -
out-of-town cottages on pri-
vate plots of land which many
Russian families traditionally
own. Agencies
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Bill Purdue waterproofs
basements for a living, but

he has spent the past few days
in his buddy’s Washington,
Indiana, auto trim and uphol-
stery shop cutting rectangles of
cotton fabric that his friend
sews into face masks.

Fashion designer Briana
Danyele left Italy last month to
return to her mother’s Greer,
South Carolina, home, where
she has turned the living room
into a mini sewing factory,
making masks that she embroi-
ders with the words, “We Got
This!”

They’re among scores of
people answering pleas from
hospitals, doctors and nurses so
desperate for personal protec-
tive equipment amid the viral
pandemic that they’ve turned
to the public, saying do-it-
yourself face masks are better
than nothing. 

And for those sitting at
home worrying as 
the virus strains hospitals and
the economy teeters, sewing
masks makes them feel less
helpless.

The efforts mirror those in
other countries, including
Spain, where mask-making
volunteers include a group of
nuns and members of the
Spanish Air Force. 
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Researchers have used arti-
ficial intelligence (AI) to

detect Vietnam War-era bomb
craters in Cambodia from satel-
lite images - with the hope that
it can help find unexploded
bombs in near future.

The new method increased
true bomb crater detection by
more than 160 per cent over
standard methods, they said.

The model, combined with
declassified US military
records, suggests that 44 to 50

per cent of the bombs in the
area studied may remain unex-
ploded. “As of now, attempts to
find and safely remove unex-
ploded bombs and landmines
- called demining - has not
been as effective as needed in
Cambodia,” said study
researcher Erin Lin from Ohio
State University in the US.

For the findings, published
in the journal PLOS One, the
researchers started with a com-
mercial satellite image of a
100-square-kilometre area near
the town of Kampong Trabaek

in Cambodia.
The area was the target of

carpet bombing by the US Air
Force from May 1970 to August
1973. The researchers used a
type of artificial intelligence
called machine learning to
analyse the satellite images for
evidence of bomb craters.

The study involved a two-
stage process. In the first stage,
the researchers used algorithms
developed to detect meteor
craters on the moon and plan-
ets. That helped find many
potential craters, but it wasn’t

good enough. Bombs do create
craters similar to (although
smaller than) those made by
meteors, the researchers said.

The second stage of the
process builds on the intricacies
of how bomb and meteor
craters are different. The com-
puter algorithms developed by
the researchers consider the
novel features of bomb craters,
including their shapes, colours,
textures and sizes. After the
machine “learned” how to
detect true bomb craters, one
of the researchers checked the

computer’s work. According
to the study, the human coder
found 177 true bomb craters.

The first stage of the
researcher’s model identified 89
per cent of the true craters (157
of 177), but also identified
1,142 false positives - crater-like
features not caused by bombs.

The second stage elimi-
nated 96 per cent of the false
positives while losing only five
of the real bomb craters. So its
accuracy rate was about to 86
per cent, identifying 152 of 177
craters.
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Hospitals are gearing up to
test if a century-old treat-

ment used to fight off flu and
measles outbreaks in the days
before vaccines, and tried more
recently against SARS and
Ebola, just might work for
COVID-19, too: using blood
donated from patients who’ve
recovered.

Doctors in China attempt-
ed the first COVID-19 treat-
ments using what the history
books call “convalescent
serum” -- today, known as
donated plasma -- from sur-
vivors of the new virus. 

Now a network of U.S.

hospitals is waiting on per-
mission from the Food and
Drug Administration begin
large studies of the infusions
both as a possible treatment for
the sick and as vaccine-like
temporary protection for peo-
ple at high risk of infection.

There’s no guarantee it will
work.

“We won’t know until we
do it, but the historical evidence
is encouraging,” Dr. Arturo
Casadevall of Johns Hopkins
University’s school of public
health told The Associated
Press.

Casadevall drew on that
history in filing the FDA appli-
cation. The FDA is “working

expeditiously to facilitate the
development and availability of
convalescent plasma” a
spokesman said.

Here are some questions
and answers about this latest
quest for a treatment.

WHAT EXACTLY IS THIS
POSSIBLE THERAPY?

It may sound like “back to
the Stone Age,” but there’s good
scientific reason to try using
survivors’ blood, said Dr.
Jeffrey Henderson of
Washington University School
of Medicine in St. Louis, who
coauthored the FDA applica-
tion with Casadevall and
another colleague at the Mayo

Clinic. When a person gets
infected by a particular germ,
the body starts making spe-
cially designed proteins called
antibodies to fight the infec-
tion. After the person recovers,
those antibodies float in sur-
vivors’ blood -- specifically
plasma, the liquid part of blood
— for months, even years.

One of the planned studies
would test if giving infusions of
survivors’ antibody-rich plasma
to newly ill COVID-19 patients
would boost their own body’s
attempts to fight off the virus.
To see if it works, researchers
would measure if the treatment
gave patients a better chance of
living or reduced the need for

breathing machines.
One caution: While regu-

lar plasma transfusions are a
mainstay of medicine, very
rarely they can cause a lung-
damaging side effect.

COULD IT ALSO ACT
LIKE A VACCINE?

Sort of, but unlike a vac-
cine, any protection would
only be temporary. A vaccine
trains people’s immune systems
to make their own antibodies
against a target germ. The
plasma infusion approach
would give people a temporary
shot of someone else’s anti-
bodies that are short-lived and
require repeated doses.
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The Sona College of Technology,
Salem, Tamil Nadu, has reported yet

another exceptional placement season.
During the latest placement season

over 100 companies issued placement
letters to more than 600 students, with
an average CTC of �4,50,000 per
annum. With another month to go, 92
per cent of the students have already
found jobs in the industry. What is
more, nearly one third of the students
received more than one job placement
letter.  For 21 students who got inter-
national placements the average CTC
was �21,00,000.

The graduating class of 2016-2020
was picked up by IT majors CISCO and
Amazon (for cloud computing and
data analytics), FESTO (for robotics and
automation), IBM (for AI & machine
learning), Infosys (for IoT, python and
aircraft structures), Intel (for embedded
systems), and MathWorks (for signal &
image processing).

Software products and services
companies like Cognizant, HCL
Technologies, Hexaware, TCS, Tech
Mahindra and Wipro were the other
large recruiters. Aditya Birla Clothing,
Ashok Leyland, Brakes India and Tube
Investments were among the companies
looking for core engineering skills.
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The Rishihood a social impact
university with a mission to

transform the way students make
career choices and decisions during
the most crucial phase of their lives
has announced the launch of gap-
year programme for students post
high school. The programme is in
association with IGenPlus, an organ-
isation with a vision to move school-
ing from educating for a career to
preparing for life.

The university will be serving as
residential cum training ground for
gap-year students. The programme

is a nine-month long course aiding
students to explore and design their
own career path post their Class XII
Board exams. The programme aims
to enable students to critically assess
a multitude of career options during
this era of disruption.

According to a recent Deloitte
Global Millennial Survey 2019 up to
81 per cent of Gen Z would consid-
er joining the gig economy and
almost half of the respondents pri-
oritise aspirations which have the
possibility of making a positive
impact on communities and society
at large. 

The programme aims to expand

a student’s career horizon by facili-
tating students with an ‘ecosystem’
centric approach to learning rather
than isolated training and research. 

The curriculum is a blend of
activities and sessions targeted
towards multidimensional acade-
mic learning. Students will gain a
wholesome experience through
interactions with industry experts,
out of the box workshops, person-
ality development and self-discovery,
international exposure and net-
working opportunities. Three
months of the course is reserved for
internships and shadow programmes
with industry experts.
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The students from FORE
School of Management

are on a winning spree as they
showcased their talent in
management and business
skill at National Level com-
petitions. It was organised by
various prestigious Institutes
such as Indian Institute of
Management, Indian Institute
of Technology, Management
Development Institute and
bagging laurels across the
country.

The splendid journey of
victory endures with a series of

seven consecutive winnings at
popular competitions. 

Every year, different
branches of IIM organise
events where the students can
showcase their management
skills, HR skills, as well as
business management strate-
gies to touch the cherished
milestone envisioned ever since
the foundation of the institu-
tions.

The students made their
institute proud after perform-
ing their best in various events
and exhibit their capability of
becoming managerial leaders
of the future.
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The KIIT Group of

Colleges invites applications
for admissions to various
courses in 2020-2021 session.
The courses offered are BTech
(CSE ECE, EEE, Civil
Engineering & Mechanical
Engineering),  MTech (ECE &
CSE), MBA, BBA and BCA.

Eligibility: Candidates
must have appeared/passed
Class XII examination for
bachelors degree, and
appeared/passed graduation
for masters degree pro-
grammes. 

Last date to apply: June
30, 2020

How to apply: Log on to
www.kiit.in or call  on
9811626767.
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TKWs Institute of Banking

& Finance invites applicants for
admissions to its postgraduate
diploma in Banking and
Finance for PG Diploma in

Banking & Finance. 
Duration: One year
Eligibility : Minimum

qualification is graduate in any
stream with 50 per cent marks,
students awaiting final year
results may also apply. 

This programme starts by
providing fundamental clarity
and then advances to expose
the participants to all essentials
of banking & finance.

How to apply: Log on to
www.tkwsibf.edu.in or the
admission forms can be
obtained by filling the appli-
cation by paying an amount of
�1,000 through demand draft
in favor of TKWs Delhi.

Coronavirus has affected
approximately 119 coun-
tries in the world claiming

the lives of more than 13,000 peo-
ple and currently infecting around
48,000 patients. This has led to
massive preventions and contain-
ment drives by Governments and
world health bodies across the
globe to stop this disease from
causing any further havoc. Some
countries like China and Italy
where the disease has caused
more damage than others have
enforced complete lockdown
whereas other countries are
increasing its awareness about its
symptoms as well as telling peo-
ple to take early diagnosis as
when detected early in patients it
has better chances of being effec-
tively treated. 

Some education institutes and
other professional places have
shut down to prevent the number
of cases from rising as well as
offered employees to work from
home in order to limit contact.
Students are the future of the
world which is why education
institutions should take safety
precautions to fight against this

global epidemic and protect chil-
dren successfully. 

Disseminate critical infor-
mation

With the help of collaboration
and coordination with State and
local health departments schools
and colleges can disseminate crit-
ical information about the disease
and how it is transmitted. They
must also promote everyday dis-
ease prevention strategies like if
you are sick stay at home, avoid
close contact with those who are
really sick, quality checking of
food, cover nose and mouth when
coughing or sneezing with a tissue
or the crook of your arm, wash
hands with soap and water as well
as avoid touching nose, eyes and
mouth. 

Temporary suspension of
foreign exchange programmes

Many universities across the
world have suspended their for-
eign exchange programmes for the
health the safety of all students.
Study trips have also been
rescheduled with many universi-
ties and schools switching to
online teachings in place of class-
room sessions. Graduation cere-

monies have also been postponed
for students who finished their
academic studies as well as diplo-
mas. Implementing e-learning
plans including digital and dis-
tance learning will ensure the
continuity of education especial-
ly among children who are at a
critical juncture in their student
journey. However, the biggest

challenge here is to impart edu-
cation to students who don't have
a computer or laptop at home.
This problem can be solved by
asking their parents to educate
them and sending them the
lessons by mail or post. Moreover,
the schools which are still open
have ensured that there are no
group events or extracurricular

activities, school assemblies, pep
rallies, field trips as well as sport-
ing events. 

Regular health sessions
According to a child care spe-

cialist children are important dri-
vers of influenza infections
because they have more interac-
tions with people than adults and
give off more of the viruses.
Sessions on how to self isolate
yourself if there’s a chance you
could have coronavirus are also
important and helpful for students
who have been diagnosed with the
disease or have a family member
who is a patient.

Coronavirus self isolation
advice urges patients to stay at
home and not go to work, avoid
using public transport like trains,
buses as well as taxis, ask family
and friends to do errands for you
and avoid having any visitors.
These classes will help allay the
fear of being shunned by others as
they will understand that for their
own safety and that of others this
treatment in isolation is the cor-
rect way.
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According to different estimates,
India produces around 15 lakh
engineers every year and three

lakh management graduates.
However, an important question here
is whether all of them are employable?
Do degree holders also bring with
them the skills needed on the job?
The answer unfortunately is in the
negative!

India’s industry leaders and cor-
porate houses have long been com-
plaining of the gap between market
demand and student academic
knowledge. Lack of job-readiness
remains a major concern for a large
number of graduates and organisa-
tions underscore that they have to
invest considerable time and money
in equipping the fresh hires with the
requisite training to be able to join the
workforce effectively. Most engi-
neering students in India have main-
frame knowledge but lack job specific
skills. This statement was confirmed
when a machine learning based
assessment of software development
skills was conducted for over 36,000
engineering students. The recently
concluded aspiring minds study
found out that there is a massive skill
gap when it comes to job specific
requirements with employability for
electronic engineers 7.07 per cent,
designer engineer’s 5.55 per cent, civil
engineers’ 6.48 per cent and for
chemical design engineer’s 1.64 per

cent.  
Theoretical knowledge of the

domain, through absolutely critical,
is not sufficient to make engineering
graduates job ready. This is why
apart from domain-based education,
educational institutions must also
modify their curriculum patterns to
serve the objectives of giving practi-
cal knowledge, skill training and
personality development.

Personality Development and
communication skills 

No matter how good an engineer
you are, you also need to be a con-
genial personality to be able to work
in a team. Interpersonal skills and the
art of communicating effectively are
very important skills particularly for
people whose work requires people
handling. Personality development
and communication skills pro-
grammes will assist people in realis-
ing their true potential as well as
instill in them some significant inter-
personal skills. Colleges must focus
on inculcating traits like positive
attitude, right body language, power
dressing, importance of commit-
ment and choosing the correct words

while communicating — both writ-
ten and verbal.

Industr y internship pro-
grammes 

Prior industrial experience and
exposure to practical training are the
most critical elements that make an
individual job-ready. This is why it is
very important to ensure that students
undergo several internship pro-
grammes during the course of their
education. 

Closer industry-academia ties
For educational institutions to be

able to train students in what is exact-
ly needed on the job, they must have
a close understanding of the same.
This is why it is extremely important
for educational institutions to devel-
op closer ties with the industry. This
must be done through regular visits
and mentorship programs with indus-
try leaders. At the same time, indus-
try members must also be taken on
board while deciding the curriculum
of courses and modifications needed
in it. 

Foreign language courses
Engineering is a thriving indus-

try which employees around 10-15

million people across the globe which
means engineers from one part of the
world may at some point or another
work with those of a different coun-
try which is why a foreign language
course will come in handy especial-
ly when they have to work together.
From automotive, aerospace, con-
struction to civil, chemical and IT
engineers play a key role in many sec-
tors which is why colleges and uni-
versities must offer foreign league
courses to engineering students as it
helps them adapt well to challenges
and make them a global entity. 

Flexible curriculum
Future engineers need to be more

than just technically competent as
they must be able to refresh their skills
continually to remain relevant in an
ever-changing world. Introduction of
provisions for additional courses,
electives and micro specialisation
will help students gain the upper hand
in job interviews as well pursue
other topics of interest study of
which can come in handy if the need
to utilise the specific knowledge aris-
es. 
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The person with the 19 number
karmic debt will learn indepen-

dence and the proper use of power. He
will be forced to stand up for himself,
and often be left to stand alone, diffi-
culties will be faced and overcome
through personal struggle.

One of the central lesson for peo-
ple with the 19 karmic debt is that you
stubbornly resist help. The 19 karmic
debt can become a self-imposed prison
if you do not open up to the reality or
interdependence and the mutual need
for love. 

It is developed from the abuse of
power in a past life-acting in a com-
pletely self-centered manner, blind to
everything except a selfish fulfillment
of one’s own desires, don’t want to lis-
ten to others, don’t accept the help or
advice of others. The subject may be
completely immersed in his own con-
cerns and may have great difficulty
becoming aware of others’ needs.

In this life, the subject will contin-
ue to meet with substantial difficulties
unless he can look past his own needs
to the needs of others, or he can work
toward independence no matter what
forces are tending to keep him weak and
dependent. Awareness of the karmic
debt will produce clarity about one’s
own needs, others’ needs and the rela-
tion between them. If, instead, the sub-
ject continues to be egotistical, domi-
nating and aggressive, or lazy, fearful

and servile, the problems will be mag-
nified. 

The most important lesson for the
19 karmic debt is: while you seek to
stand on your own feet, you are still a
human being deeply connected with
others, and in need of the support, assis-
tance, and human understanding that
all people need. Those with 19 karmic
debt will learn the hard way that ‘no
man is an island’, and that we are indeed,
‘all bits of the main’.
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The global pandemic coronavirus has impacted more than 1,
50,000 people across the world. It is estimated that more than

5000 deaths have already been reported. The world is united and
working hard to fight against the deadly virus.

Many cities have been highly affected by the deadly virus.
The densely cities like Delhi, Gurugram, Bangalore, Mumbai
among others are badly hit by the virus. The Government is tak-
ing all precautionary measures to curb the repercussions of the
virus.

Counsellors are present at the centers and will be available
for counselling. All centres are equipped with hand sanitizer and
all employees are wearing masks. 

The institute is ready to deal with the crisis and ready with
the Crash Course with same vigour and perseverance.
� Online live classes: Live interactive classes with high rated
technology will be given to all the students from the highly ded-
icated in-house faculty. It will give you a seamless immersive
experience through the Pratham Student Information System
(PSIS).
� Dedicated telegram group: Dedicated subject wise telegram
group will be created which would be handled by the  faculties
for clarifying student doubts.
� E-lectures of all classes: Due to some reason, if any student
is unable to attend the online live classes, he/she would be able
to attend the complete two-hour class via the pre-recorded lec-
tures. Students will have access to all pre-recorded e- lectures via
their PSIS account. 
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The 2020 Tokyo Olympics
have been postponed to no
later than the summer of

2021 because of the coronavirus
pandemic sweeping the globe, the
International Olympic Committee
announced on Tuesday.

The Games were scheduled for
July 24-August 9, but after tele-
phone discussions between IOC
president Thomas Bach and
Japanese Prime Minister Shinzo
Abe, a historic joint decision was
taken to delay the Olympics — the
first time that has been done in
peacetime.

Abe said Bach was in “100 per-
cent agreement” when Japan asked
the IOC to push back the Games.

In a joint statement, the pair
said that based on current World
Health Organization information,
the Tokyo Games “must be
rescheduled to a date beyond 2020
but not later than summer 2021, to
safeguard the health of the athletes,
everybody involved in the Olympic
Games and the international com-
munity”.

“The leaders agreed that the
Olympic Games in Tokyo could
stand as a beacon of hope to the
world during these troubled times
and that the Olympic flame could
become the light at the end of the
tunnel in which the world finds
itself at present.

“Therefore, it was agreed that
the Olympic flame will stay in
Japan. It was also agreed that the
Games will keep the name
Olympic and Paralympic Games
Tokyo 2020,” the statement con-
cluded.

The Olympics, which has
experienced boycotts, terrorist
attacks and protests, but has been
held every four years since 1948,
is the highest-profile event affect-
ed by the virus that has killed thou-
sands and closed sports competi-
tions worldwide.

Bach said the decision to post-
pone was “about protecting human
life”.

CROWDED CALENDAR
Squeezing in the 16-day

Games into what will already be a
hugely crowded 2021 calendar is
another major headache, with
arguably the two biggest sports,
swimming and athletics, due to
hold their world championships
that summer.

However, World Athletics has
already said it was prepared to shift
its world championships, sched-
uled for August 6-15 next year in
Eugene, Oregon, to accommo-
date a rescheduled Games.

“World Athletics welcomes
the decision of the IOC and the
Japanese Government to post-
pone the Tokyo 2020 Olympic
Games to 2021,” track and field’s
global governing body said.

“It is what athletes want and
we believe this decision will give
all athletes, technical officials and
volunteers some respite and cer-
tainty in these unprecedented and
uncertain times.”

British sprinter Dina Asher-
Smith, the world 200m champion,
posted on Instagram:
“#Tokyo2021, Same fire, new dates.
Stay at home and stay safe every-
one xxx.”

The international federation of
the number two Olympic sport,
swimming, added that it would
also work with local organisers “in
order to determine flexibility” for
their scheduled July 16-August 1,
2021 world championships in the
Japanese city of Fukuoka.

World football’s governing

body FIFA said it “firmly believes
that the health and well-being of
all individuals involved in sport-
ing activities should always be the
highest priority, and as such we
welcome today’s IOC decision”.

DEVASTATING FOR TOKYO
The decision to postpone will

be a devastating blow for the city
of Tokyo, which had won wide-
spread praise for its organisation,
with venues finished well ahead of
time and tickets massively over-
subscribed.

British Olympic Association
chairman Hugh Robertson said it
was “heartbreaking news for our
many friends in Japan who have
done superbly well to prepare for
what I know will be an outstand-
ing Games”.

“However, the IOC had no
option under the present circum-
stances but to reach the decision
they did.”

The IOC came under increas-
ing pressure in recent days to post-
pone the Games, with 1.7 billion
people across the planet in lock-
down to prevent the further spread
of COVID-19.

Training has become impos-
sible for many athletes and expos-
es them to the risk of contracting
or spreading the disease.
Competitions and qualifying
events have been scrapped, while
international travel is severely
limited.

On Sunday, the IOC had ini-
tially given itself a deadline of four
weeks to come up with a propos-
al to postpone the Games, a
Herculean task that touches on
every aspect of Tokyo 2020 plan-
ning from venues to security to
ticketing.

But after Canada and
Australia withdrew their teams
and the powerful US Olympic
Committee and World Athletics
also joined the chorus calling for
a postponement, the writing was
on the wall.

Tokyo was spending some
$12.6 billion to host the Games,
according to its latest budget, and
experts believe a postponement
could cost it some $6 billion in the
short-term before recouping it
when they eventually go ahead.
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Life comes first, sport can wait. This was the col-
lective view of India’s top Olympic-bound ath-

letes, including stalwarts such as M C Mary Kom
and Saina Nehwal, as they lauded the Tokyo
Games’ postponement.
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The BCCI will be under tremendous pressure as
cancellation of Indian Premier League looks

inevitable after Prime Minister Narendra Modi
declared a 21-day lockdown to tackle COVID-19
pandemic.

When the BCCI had postponed the IPL to April
15 earlier this month, it had said hosting the tour-
nament would only come into the picture if the sit-
uation around the pandemic improves. However,
it has only worsened since then with cases surging
towards the 500-mark in India.

Speaking to PTI, BCCI president Sourav
Ganguly did not have much to say considering the
grim scenario.

“I can’t say anything at the moment. We are at
the same place where we were on the day we post-
poned. Nothing has changed in the last 10 days. So,
I don’t have an answer to it. Status quo remains,”
Ganguly’s helplessness was palpable.

Kings XI Punjab owner Ness Wadia was more
forthright.

“The BCCI should really consider postponing
the IPL now. As a premier event, we need to act with
great responsibility. Contemplation of IPL is inhu-
mane right now,” KXIP co-owner Wadia said.

“Lets say even if the situation improves by May
and I hope it does, who is going to come and play?
Will the (foreign players) be even allowed to enter
the country?” he asked.

Earlier on Tuesday, the concall of BCCI offfi-
cials and team owners was postponed as the
COVID-19 cases continue to rise in the country and
around the world.

The star-studded eight-team league was origi-
nally scheduled to start on March 29 in Mumbai.

It seems the BCCI is deferring the announcement
hoping against hope for things to improve.

“If Olympics can be postponed by a year, IPL
is a much smaller entity in that regard. It is becom-
ing increasingly difficult to organise. At this point
the government is not even thinking about allow-
ing foreign visas,” a BCCI official in know of things
said.

Currently, each stakeholder is discussing ways
to limit the financial damage with insurance com-
panies as well as broadcasters.

“With 21 day lockdown, it is virtually impos-
sible that things will return to normalcy by April
14. It might improve but a lot of restrictions will
be in place. So it will be foolish not to cancel the
league,” a BCCI veteran said. 
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UEFA announced
on Monday that

it has postponed the
Champions League,
Europa League and
women’s Champions
League finals, origi-
nally scheduled for
May, due to the coro-
navirus pandemic,
with no new date
given.

European football’s governing body
had already postponed the competitions
until further notice earlier this month.

UEFA said that “no decision has yet
been made on rearranged dates”.

“The working group, established last
week as a result of the conference call among
the stakeholders of European football,
which was chaired by UEFA president,
Aleksander Ceferin, will analyse the options
available,” UEFA said in a statement.

“The group has already begun its exam-
ination of the calendar. Announcements will
be made in due course.”

The 2020 men’s Champions League final
had been due to be played at Istanbul’s
Ataturk Stadium on May 30, with the
Europa League final to have been staged in
Polish city Gdansk three days before.

The women’s Champions League final
was scheduled for May 24 in Vienna.
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DELAYED OLYMPICS WILL BE
‘TESTAMENT TO DEFEAT OF
VIRUS’: JAPAN PM
The postponed Tokyo 2020
Olympics will be held in
around a year as a “testament”
to humanity’s victory over the
new coronavirus pandemic,
Japan’s Prime Minister Shinzo
Abe said.
He said he had secured agree-
ment from the head of the
International Olympic
Committee to postpone the
Games and then hold them “in
a complete form as a testament
to mankind’s defeat of the new
virus”.

DELAYED OLYMPICS WILL STILL
BE CALLED 'TOKYO 2020': GOV-
ERNOR
The postponed Olympics will
retain the name “Tokyo 2020”
despite being held next year,
the city’s governor said.
“The name will remain Tokyo
2020,” Yuriko Koike told
reporters.
“First, no cancellation has been
confirmed. It’s clear. And a
goal — by summer in 2021 —
has become concrete. It’s also a
very concrete guide for athletes
as well. I think it’s a big thing.”
Koike said. 

OLYMPICS POSTPONEMENT
‘ABOUT PROTECTING HUMAN
LIFE’: BACH
International Olympic
Committee president Thomas
Bach said the decision to post-
pone the 2020 Tokyo Olympics
due to the coronavirus pan-
demic was “about protecting
human life”.
Bach said the new dates for the
first Games to be postponed
during peacetime would be
decided by an IOC panel over-
seeing the Games and the
Tokyo organisers. 

������ Japan postponed the
Olympic torch relay on Tuesday
after the Tokyo 2020 Games were
delayed for a year, extending
what has already been a troubled
journey for the ceremonial flame.

The torch, lit earlier this
month in Greece, had been due to
start its nationwide tour on
Thursday from Fukushima, an
area devastated by the 2011 earth-
quake, tsunami and nuclear melt-
down.

“The Olympic torch relay,
which was scheduled to start
from 26th (March), will not start,”
Tokyo 2020 president Yoshiro
Mori told reporters.

Mori said the flame will
remain in Fukushima for now, but
it was not clear how long it will
stay there.

COVID-19 has overshad-
owed the flame’s progress after the
elaborate lighting ceremony in
ancient Olympia proceeded with-
out spectators, to avoid spreading
the disease.

The Greek leg of the torch
relay was then scrapped when
large crowds mobbed Hollywood

actor Gerard Butler as he lit a caul-
dron in the city of Sparta.

The flame arrived to a muted
welcome in northern Japan in
front of a few dozen officials and
guests, after plans to invite 200
schoolchildren were abandoned.

It has been on display in Japan
and attracted large crowds, despite
calls from organisers to avoid
mass gatherings because of the
virus.

Mori said he recognised the
decision to postpone the Games
would be “very disappointing” for
athletes.

“I am sorry about that,” he
said. “I also know that athletes
have strong spirits able to over-
come difficulty. I hope that they

will do their best.”
He said the Games had been

postponed for a year rather than
a shorter period because there was
no certainty on when the pan-
demic would be over.

“There are many opinions,
and there is no agreement. Will it
end in three to four months?” he
said.

“Unless the coronavirus (pan-
demic) ends, we won’t be able to
even start the torch relay,” he
added.

“This year is off the table.”
Organised under the slogan

‘Hope Lights Our Way,’ the torch
relay was considered a key part of
the bid to showcase recovery in
parts of northeastern Japan that
were devastated by the 2011 dis-
aster.

Mori pointed to his own
health problems — he was diag-
nosed with cancer — as proof that
difficulties can be surmounted.

“We have no choice but to
have hope. I myself suffered can-
cer... But I was saved by a new
drug. I am here, allowed to live.

“Let us hope for these things.”
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IOC president Thomas Bach
says he did not discuss new

dates for the 2020 Tokyo
Olympics in talks with
Japanese Prime Minister
Shinzo Abe.

One option would be July
23-August 8. That is exactly
one year from the now-post-
poned July 24-August 9 dates.

Bach says the exact dates
is a question for the Tokyo
organizing committee and an
International Olympic
Committee panel overseeing
the preparations.

He said “alarming figures”

in the past few days about the
coronavirus were key to decid-
ing the Tokyo Olympics must
be postponed.

Bach cites the World
Health Organization “saying in
the last couple of hours that
Africa has to prepare for the
worst.”

The IOC has been advised
by the WHO, which said
Monday the pandemic is
accelerating.

Bach says the original
health issue for hosting the
Tokyo Olympics was “could
Japan offer a safe welcome”
and the IOC was confident it
could. 
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� The Indian Olympic
Association (IOA) on Tuesday wel-
comed the IOC’s decision to post-
pone the Tokyo Olympics by one
year in view of the worsening
COVID-19 pandemic, saying the
country’s athletes have been relieved
of having to train during a global
health crisis.

“IOA welcomes the decision of
IOC. Discussions were held by IOC
with organisers and all stakeholders
prior to this,” IOA Secretary General
Rajiv Mehta said.

“Soon after the lockdown is
over, IOA would be holding meetings
with athletes, federations, sponsors,
etc. To revise plans.

“This decision today, relieves our

athletes of worries of having to train
now during epidemic and perform
their best in four months from
now,” he added.

The IOA said it will have a meet-
ing with the national sports federa-
tions (NSFs) soon to chalk out a
revised plan.

“We have requested IOC and
Tokyo 2020 (organisers) for more
specifics on the revised schedule and
scope of operations. All related com-
munication will be shared with you
as soon as we can,” Mehta wrote in
an e-mail to the NSFs. “Please excuse
the delay as many specifics are yet to
be known. Thereafter, meetings
would also be held with the federa-
tions,” he added. PTI
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Italian clubs Napoli and Lazio
have both postponed their

planned return to training this
week due to the coronavirus pan-
demic which has killed over 6,000
people in Italy.

Italian football has been on hold
since March 9 because of the
COVID-19 outbreak which has
become the Mediterranean
nation’s biggest disaster since
World War II.

But some clubs had been
thinking of resuming training
behind closed doors.

“SSC Napoli
announces that
sports activities are
suspended until a
date to be decid-
ed,” the southern-
ers said in a state-
ment.

“ T h e
resumption of
training ses-
sions will be
established in
relation to the
evolution of the
health emergency

regarding the spread of Covid 19.”
Napoli are sixth in Serie A and

last trained on March 12, before
their Champions League last-16
second leg against Barcelona was
postponed.

They had been planning to
return to training on Wednesday.

The south of Italy has not
been as badly hit by the
virus as the epicentre in
northern Lombardy.

League rivals Lazio
and Cagliari also pushed
back the date for a return
to training.

Capital club Lazio
— just a point

behind champi-
ons and Serie A
leaders Juventus
— have had said
they wanted to
start training as
early as
Monday, as
had Sardinian
outfit Cagliari.

All sport
in Italy has
been sus-
pended until
April 3.

����

� Footballers at
Germany’s top teams including
Bayern Munich have agreed to
take pay cuts to help clubs sur-
vive the economic impact of
the coronavirus, media reports
said on Tuesday.

Newspaper Bild reports
that players and club officials
at champions Bayern have
accepted a 20 percent cut in
their salaries.

Like all top European
leagues the German top flight
is losing income from broad-
casting, sponsorships and tick-
et sales during the COVID-19
pandemic, with matches in
Germany suspended until at
least April 2.

Bayern has a massive wage
bill which reached 336 million
euros (364 million dollars)
last year, almost half of club
turnover.

Players at Borussia
Moenchengladbach were the
first in the Bundesliga to pro-
pose a pay cut, followed by oth-
ers at Werder Bremen and
Schalke 04. Borussia
Dortmund and Bayer
Leverkusen players are in talks
over pay cut proposals with
management. AFP
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Nu j i a n g  L i s u 
A u t o n o m o u s 

Prefecture in Southwest 
China’s Yunnan province is 
one of the least developed 
regions. Local officials are 
working to relocate mountain 
dwellers into new houses this 
month.

Along the Nujiang River 
Valley, most of the locals 
live on mountain slopes. Ci 
Asheng's family has been 
living in a farmhouse for 20 
years. But soon they will move 
into an apartment in a new 
residential complex, provided 
for free to those living below 
the poverty line.

 "I wish to move into 
the flat, as traffic here is not 
convenient. Over there, it will 
be easy for me to send my 
children to school, and send 
the elderly into hospitals if 
necessary," said Ci Asheng.

Miles apart down the valley, 
workers are adding the final 
touch to this relocation site.

Across Fugong County 
in Nujiang Prefecture, the 
poorest in the region, more than 
15-thousand mountain dwellers 
will move into places like this. 
And in all of the prefecture, 
some 100-thousand people will 
be relocated this month.

 "The ecological systems 
of these mountains are fragile, 
and the areas are prone to 
geological disasters. By 

relocating, people will have 
better access to services like 
water, electricity and roads. 
It will stop the root causes to 
their poverty. Since most of 
them use firewood to cook, 
relocating them to towns will 
also protect the environment," 
s a i d  Ya n g  Yo n g z h o u , 
Communist Party Chief of 
Fugong County

Now in Fugong, the first 
group of seven-thousand 
people has already moved into 
new apartments.

(CGTN)
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Amazing
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China vows more cooperation internationally 
to control rapid spread of disease

Foreign trade firms 

quicken pace to 

resume production

China  vows  c lo se r 
i n t e r n a t i o n a l 

cooperation with Russia and 
other countries to control the 
novel coronavirus pneumonia 
pandemic, which experts 
say further demonstrates 
i ts  vision of  building a 
community with a shared 
future for mankind.

In a phone conversation 
on March 19 night with his 
Russian counterpart, Vladimir 
Putin, President Xi Jinping 
said that the epidemic broke 
out ferociously, and China 
had to rise to the challenge 
and respond to it bravely.

That is because it not 
only concerns the lives and 
health of the Chinese people 
but also the public health 
security of the whole world, 
he said, calling for closer 

international cooperation 
in  epidemic prevent ion 
and control ,  experience 
sharing on containment and 
treatment and facilitation of 
joint research.

Xi stressed that at this 
special moment when both 
countries are fighting the 
illness, China and Russia 
have been supporting each 
other and cooperating closely, 
which has demonstrated the 
high level of China-Russia 
relations in the new era.

Putin said that remarkably 
effective measures taken by 
the Chinese government have 
not only contained the spread 
of the disease inside China 
but also made important 
contributions to safeguarding 
the health of people in other 
countries.

Russia greatly appreciates 
and is pleased with China's 
efforts ,  he said,  adding 
that China has set a good 
example for the international 
communi ty  by  l end ing 
a helping hand to other 
pandemic-affected countries 
in a timely manner.

What China has done 
represents a resounding 
answer to the provocation 
a n d  s t i g m a t i z a t i o n  b y 
a  ce r t a in  coun t ry  ove r 
COVID-19, the Russian 
president said.

Li Yonghui, a researcher 
of Russian studies at the 
Chinese Academy of Social 
Sciences, said that the virus 
can be defeated only by 

"Joint efforts such as 
coopera t ion  in  vacc ine 

development,  providing 
assistance across borders 
and sharing of epidemic 
information are a reflection 
of the connotation of the 
vision of a community with a 
shared future for mankind," 
Li said.

Ruan Zongze, executive 
vice-president of the China 
Institute of International 
Studies, said the pandemic 
further enhances the global 
community's understanding 
of this vision.

"The epidemic concerns 
people's health and lives, 
regardless of borders or skin 
color. The most powerful 
weapon against it is solidarity 
and cooperation," Ruan said.

The Chinese government 
has announced it  would 
provide assistance, including 

tes t ing ki ts ,  masks and 
p ro t ec t ive  su i t s ,  t o  82 
countries, and the World 
Health Organization and the 
African Union, with many 
shipments having already 
arrived in recipient countries.

"China is practicing its 
vision with actual deeds by 
providing assistance within 
its ability to other countries," 
Ruan said, "and this will 
further improve and enhance 
China's relationship with 
international society."

Meanwhile,  a  certain 
country that is trying to 
politicize the pandemic, 
label the virus and stigmatize 
C h i n a  i s  r u n n i n g  i n t o 
opposition from the global 
c o m m u n i t y  a n d  s u c h 
attempts are contemptible, 
Ruan added.

C h i n a  h a s  b e e n 
a c t i v e l y  e n g a g e d 
i n  i n t e r n a t i o n a l 
c o o p e r a t i o n  o n  t h e 
prevention and control 
of the epidemic in an 
open, transparent and 
responsib le  manner. 
The fight against the 
e p i d e m i c  r e q u i r e s 
t h e  s o l i d a r i t y  a n d 
coord ina t i on  o f  t he 
international community, 
and China will  work 
with other countries to 
jointly safeguard global 
public health security. 

POVERTY ALLEVIATIONFOCUS

IN-PICS

Heroes are back home

1,135 Yunnan medical 

f r o m  H u b e i  p r o v i n c e 
recently as the COVID-19 
outbreak has subdued in the 
hard-hit province. After the 
outbreak of the epidemic 
in China, a total of 1,156 
Yunnan medics were sent 
to Hubei to join the battle 
against the epidemic in ten 

batches.
"We fought shoulder to 

shoulder to win the battle, 
and harves ted  l i fe long 
f r i e n d s h i p , ”  s a i d  C u i 
Pengyu, team leader of the 
second batch of Yunnan 
medics assisting Hubei. “It’s 
our responsibility to stand 
with the Wuhan citizens, to 
let solidarity be the antidote 

to our shared threat,” he 
said.

The Yunnan medical 
teams fought  the  virus 
m a i n l y  i n  Wu h a n  a n d 
Xian ing ,  two c i t i es  o f 
Hubei province. After the 
outbreak of the epidemic, 
China adopted the policy 
of “pairing-up support” to 
help cities and prefectures 

of Hubei(excluding Wuhan) 
to combat the disease. And 
Yunnan was assigned the 
task of helping Xianning 
city. As of March 17, the 
Yunnan medical teams to 
Xianing had cured 98.21% 
of the patients. And those 
in Wuhan treated more than 
600 of the infected.

 (Yunnan Daily)

China launches 

first clinical trial of 

coronavirus vaccine

Th e  f i r s t  c l i n i c a l 
t r i a l  o f  the  nove l 

coronavi rus  vacc ine  in 
China has kicked off as 
volunteers taking part in 
the project started to share 
their experience on social 
media,  the Science and 
Technology Daily reported 
on March 21.

The clinical trial was 
filed on Chinese Clinical 
Trial Registry on March 
17, the newspaper said.

A c c o r d i n g  t o  i t s 
registration information, 
t h e  t r i a l  i s  j o i n t l y 
sponsored by the Institute 
o f  B i o t e c h n o l o g y , 
A c a d e m y  o f  M i l i t a r y 
Medical Sciences, People's 
L i b e r a t i o n  A r m y  a n d 
CanSino  Bio log ics  Inc 
based in Tianjin.

The trial is being carried 
o u t  o n  h e a l t h y  a d u l t s 
between the ages of  18 
and  60  in  two medica l 
facilities in Wuhan, Hubei 

province. The study is set 
to be completed by Dec 31, 
according to the registry.

All 108 volunteers are 
from Wuhan that was hit 
hard by the outbreak. They 
wil l  receive a series of 
follow-up examinations 
within six months after 
injection to see if  their 
bod ie s  have  gene ra t ed 
antibody to the virus, the 
registry said,

Wang Junzhi, a senior 
expert on drug and vaccine 
development, said earlier 
this month that China is 
simultaneously conducting 
nine vaccine development 
projects, and most of them 
are expected to complete 
preclinical trials and begin 
human tests in April. In 
general, China's vaccine 
d e v e l o p m e n t  a g a i n s t 
COVID-19 is among the 
world's front-runners, he 
added.

 (China Daily)

Yunnan imposes quarantine on passengers 

with international travel history
In order to further contain imported COVID-19 cases, the Command of Leading Group 

on Novel Coronavirus Prevention and Control of CPC Yunnan Provincial Committee 
and People’s Government of Yunnan Province specifies a number of measures in the 
Announcement No.13 on March 17, as the following:

China's foreign trade 
firms quickened its 

pace to resume production 
slowed down by the novel 
coronavirus as a raft  of 
supportive policies started 

19.
About 67 percent of the 

country's key import and 

70 percent of production 
capacity, said Jiang Fan, 
the official. The figures 
did not include those in 
Hubei Province that has 
been hard-hit by the virus 
outbreak

To facilitate the sector's 
product ion resumption, 
the ministry has resorted 
to  pol icy  tools  such as 
expor t  t ax  r eba tes  and 
export credit insurances 

introduced measures  to 
help them secure orders 

a n d  m a i n t a i n  m a r k e t 
shares, according to Jiang.

Noting that the outbreak 
has  r ipp led  a round  the 

i m p a c t s  o n  t h e  g l o b a l 
industrial chain, Jiang said 
that China has confidence 
in keeping its foreign trade 
stable.

China 's  foreign trade 
s e c t o r  h a s  a  s t r o n g 
r e s i l i e n c e  a n d  s o u n d 
development prospects , 
and will remain open to the 
outside world, Jiang added.

T h e  m i n i s t r y  a l s o 
vowed to  take  targeted 
measures  to  help  f i rms 
tackle issues such as the 
l a c k  o f  l a b o r ,  c a p i t a l 
and raw materials while 
encouraging localities and 
business organizations to 
provide necessary legal 
and information-related 
services.

(Xinhua)

Mega project to relocate 
100,000 mountain dwellers

L i f t i n g  a l l  r u r a l 
residents living below 
the current poverty line 
out of poverty by 2020 
i s  a  so l emn  promise 
made by the Communist 
Party of China Central 
Committee. The country's 
poverty alleviation tasks 
are near complet ion, 
a s  t h e  n u m b e r  o f 
impoverished people fell 
to 5.51 million at the 
end of 2019 from 98.99 
mil l ion at  the end of 
2012.

CULTURE

Gao Yuwen: Committed 
carver on leather wares

In his carving workshop, 
which is  located on 

artist Gao Yuwen was focusing 
on his creation. Tapping the 
cowhide gently and wielding 
the needle and thread, Gao 
gave birth to fine patterns on 
leather items.

Born in east Yunnan’s 
Qujing City, Gao Yuwen used 
to work for Xuanwei Power 
Plant when young. Longing 
for an easy and free life, he 
left the power plant and started 
a clothing business with his 
senior brother. In 1999, Gao 
took up leather carving, which 
attracted him so much that he 
embarked on a life of art.

Gao Yuwen only carves on 

texture, and it is soft, plastic 
and cowhide,” said Gao. Once 
a cowhide piece is chosen, 

Gao will carefully observes its 
density in texture, pondering 
on stitching, inking, coloring 
and more. The delicate steps 
make his carvings invaluable.
Gao ' s  pa t t e rns  inc lude 
Chinese and Western styles, 
but he personally prefers the 
traditional Chinese subjects, 
mostly based on history and 
legends.

At the suggestion of doing 
something easier to save 
time and effort, Gao said it 
is meaningless for him to do 
ordinary ones and he pursues 
uniqueness and customization. 
In the past two decades, Gao 
Yuwen has created tens of 
thousands of leather wares, but 
none of them is a duplicate.

" I’m carver, so I’ll stick to 
the art in my lifetime." Gao 
said movingly.       

(Wang Shixue)

BIODIVERSITY IN YUNNAN

Dubbed “Kingdom 
o f  A n i m a l s ”  a n d 

“Kingdom of Plants”,Yunnan 
province is one of the world’s 
34 biodiversity hotspots with 
the richest species diversity. 
In recent years, Yunnan has 
made consistent efforts in 

protecting wild animals and 
their living environment. It 
has greatly improved the 
nature reserve system. And 
the idea of green development 
has deeply rooted in the 
heart of the people living in 
the province.

Newborn monkeys 
bring joy to rangers

  "One more baby monkey!" 
Lai Jiandong, Head of the 
Wildlife Protection Station, 
Yunnan Baima Snow Mountain 
National Nature Reserve 
is jubilant these days, as 
the reserve has welcomed 
five newborn Yunnan snub-
nosed monkeys, one of the 
world's most endangered 
primates, during the period 
from January 25 to March 6. 
    Lai shared some exciting 
moments about these new 
arrivals. On the morning of 
March 4, a reserve staff was 
conducting quantity monitoring 
when he spotted a newborn in the 
family of “Shuaige”(handsome 
guy). Based on the data collected, 
the staff determined that the 
cub was born overnight. Good 

news keeps pouring in: two days 
after, on March 6, the family of 
"Xingsheng"(Prosperity) greeted 
a  n e w  b a b y  a s  w e l l .
    The survival of the Yunnan 
snub-nosed monkeys hinges 
on their habitats, said Lai, as 
better ecological environment 
provides abundant food 
for them. Thanks to the 
conservation efforts, the 
number of Yunnan snub-
nosed monkeys in Baima 
Snow Mountain has been 
on the rise in recent years.
    Lai said he regards the 
baby monkeys as his own 
kids. He hopes that they’ll 
grow up heal thi ly,  l ive 
happily with their population 
in Baima Snow Mountain. 

(Liu Ziyu)

Editor’s note 

Quarantine

All travelers landing in Yunnan with international 
travel history within the last 14 days, (including foreign 

Macao and Taiwan) will be quarantined for 14 days upon 
arrival.

Transfer passengers showing symptoms like fever and 
cough will be sent to designated hospitals for further medical 
check.

Expenses

During the quarantine period, food and accommodation 
need to be at the expense of travelers themselves.

Transfer passengers who show no symptoms shall be 
allowed to proceed to their next destination.

If there is a need to stay overnight, passengers will be sent 
to designated hotels in which food and accommodation shall 
be at their own expenses.

The medical expense of the imported cases covered by 
basic medical insurance system (BMIS) will be reimbursed 
according to relevant regulations. People who are not covered 

by BMIS shall bear their own medical costs. If they do have 

be provided with medical assistance depending on relevant 
laws and regulations. The medical expense of people with 
commercial health insurance shall be covered by insurance 
according to the contract.

Monitoring

Authorities and public institutions at all levels, businesses 
and hotels in Yunnan shall fulfill their duties in registering 
people returning/coming from overseas, monitoring their 
health, and reporting to relevant authorities.

Declaration

All passengers arriving in Yunnan with an international 
travel history over the past 14 days need to declare their 
health conditions faithfully. Those who deliberately conceal 
international travel history and physical contacts with 
confirmed COVID-19 patients, will be considered legally 
liable.

 Photo by Yang Zheng

Photo by Huang Zhechun Photo by Huang Zhechun

Photo by Meng Zhigang

Workers are busy at the garment workshop of a foreign trade 
company in  Xingtai City, north China's Hebei province. (Xinhua)


