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day after the Centre
A
allowed States to bring
back migrant workers to their
respective States by roads, the
logistical nightmare in arranging tens of thousands of buses
for this purpose has begun to
haunt the State Governments.
At least seven States —
Telangana, Kerala, Tamil Nadu,
Maharashtra, Rajasthan,
Punjab and Bihar — have asked
the Centre to run trains to
move the migrants to their
States citing the distance and
the difficulty in logistics of travelling by bus.
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Sources said the Railway
Ministry is planning to run 400
special trains per day and may
increase the number to 1,000
special trains. As safeguards,
the train will run to the passenger-carrying capacity.
Taking to Twitter,
Rajasthan Chief Minister
Ashok Gehlot wrote, “Longawaited demand of movement
of migrant workers has finally
been accepted by the GoI. It is
a welcome step but until GoI
allows Indian Railways to operate, practically it will not be
possible to facilitate smooth
and hassle-free transport to
their home.”

The Rajasthan CM said
more than six lakh migrants
have registered with the
Rajasthan Government, asking
for help to get home. They are
being screened for coronavirus
symptoms and those who don’t
have any are being allowed to
proceed.
Telangana
Animal
Husbandry Minister T Srinivas
Yadav also demanded that the
Centre arrange special trains
and provide free transportation
for migrant workers to their
native States.
The Bihar Government
also urged the Centre to allow
running of special trains to
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bring back students from Bihar.
“If we depend on buses, the
process could take months to
complete. I would therefore
urge the Centre to run special
trains. These could be non-stop
ones, with no halts between the
points of departure and the
destinations. Seating arrangements could be made for passengers in a way that social distancing is ensured. Food, water
etc could be made available on
board,” Sushil added.
The Nitish Kumar
Government has been facing
criticism from all quarters over
its handling of the migrant crisis and its reluctance to bring
back their people who have
been stuck across the country
during the lockdown.
Continued on Page 2

Bengaluru: The Karnataka
Government on Thursday
decided to allow migrant workers, tourists, students and others stranded in different parts
of the State due to the ongoing
lockdown to return to their
native places, a day after the
Centre issued guidelines for the
process.

making arrangements to bring
back students of the national
Capital who are stranded in
Rajasthan’s Kota due to the
lockdown imposed to control
the spread of coronavirus.
“Delhi Govt is making arrangements to soon bring Del students back home from Kota”,
Kejriwal said in a tweet.
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New Delhi: Chief Minister
Kejriwal on Thursday
VWUDQGHGSHRSOH Arvind
said the Delhi Government is
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nion Home Ministry on
U
Thursday asked the States
to facilitate easy movement of
trucks to speed up the supply
of all items, including essential
commodities. In a letter to
Chief Secretaries, Union Home
Secretary Ajay Bhalla said all
inter-State as well as intraState truck movements must go
on without any hindrance for
the smooth movement of
goods. This is Home Secretary’s
fourth letter on easy movement
of truck movements.
The MHA also said empty
trucks or trucks carrying any
item should not be blocked
anywhere, including at borders
of States. The letter also reiterated that all trucks can carry a
person apart from driver in the
cargo carrying vehicles. Except
drivers’ licence, nothing should
be subject to checking by
authorities, it said, adding that
all transportation of non-essential commodities is allowed.
There were complaints
from truck owners’ bodies that
they were facing checks from

facilitate the return of people
stranded in different parts of
the country. Deputy Chief
Minister Sushil Kumar Modi
made an appeal in a video message claiming that depending
on the road route could take
months because of the limited
availability and capacity of
buses. Modi said the number of
those wanting to return is likely to be huge.
According to officials of the
Bihar Government, it is estimated that there are 25-30
lakh people from Bihar, including students and migrant workers, stranded across the country and it needs at least one
lakh buses to bring them back
by road.
In a related development,
Jan Adhikar Party leader Pappu
Yadav took the Twitter to
announce that he has sent 30
buses to Kota, Rajasthan to

ongress leader Rahul
C
Gandhi has started apolitical web-based talk show with

some State borders and
harassment from authorities.
“The MHA has re-iterated
to all States/UTs that, as per the
consolidated revised guidelines on lockdown measures,
no separate passes are required
for through traffic of trucks and
goods carriers, including empty
trucks etc,” the MHA said.
In order to ensure compliance to these guidelines, the
MHA has asked all States and
UTs to ensure that district
authorities and field agencies
are sensitised about the above
instructions, so that there is no
ambiguity at the ground level,
and movement of through traffic of trucks and goods carriers,
including empty trucks, is
allowed without any hindrance.

internationally acclaimed personalities to discuss ways to
help India’s recovery postCovid19 era.
Rahul held his first interaction with former RBI
Governor Raghuram Rajan
who said India needs around
C65,000 crore to help the poor
currently hit hard by the
nationwide coronavirus lockdown.
The 27-minute-long video
clip was released on Thursday
by the Congress on Twitter
where the two had discussion
on economy and way out of the
crisis situation.
To a question on how
much money will be needed
help the poor currently hit
hard by the nationwide coronavirus lockdown, Rajan said,
“India will need C65,000 crore,
it is not that much to save the
lives of the poor.”
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s citizens wait with the
A
bated breath for the
Government’s decision on lockdown on May 3, the number of
Covid-19 cases in India continues to surge. On Thursday,
it came close to 35,000 mark
with Maharashtra alone logging more than 10,500 case and
459 deaths.
Maharashtra was followed
by Gujarat and Delhi, the two
of the other States that have
been severely hit with more
than 4,350 and 3,515 cases
respectively. It was another
day of big spike of Gujarat,
which added 303 new cases to
reach the total of 4,395 and 214
deaths. Tamil Nadu also saw a
big surge on Thursday with the
addition of 161 cases . The State
has now 2,323 cases and 27
deaths.
Maharashtra recorded 27
deaths due to Covid-19 and
with 583 fresh cases, the total
number of infected cases
crossed 10,500 mark to touch
a tally of 10,498 cases. Of the
latest 27 deaths, Mumbai
accounted for 20 deaths, while
there were three deaths in
Pune, two in Thane and one
each Nagpur and Raigad.
Of those dead on
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The former RBI chief,
speaking on the impact of the
coronavirus pandemic on the
economy, also said a prolonged
lockdown would not be sustainable for the economy.
As Indian economic activity opens up after weeks, Rajan
said steps should be taken to
isolate new cases of coronavirus
that emerge.
“A second lockdown will be
even more devastating and will
destroy people’s trust in the
measures taken by the
Government,” he said.
During the 30-minute
interaction, Rajan also asked
Rahul how he compared the
response in India and the US to
which the Congress leader
replied that he saw deep-seated inequality in India as the
biggest difference between the
two nations.
Continued on Page 2

ven as the world, including
India, is fighting the coronavirus pandemic, Pakistan
spy agencies are resorting to
nefarious designs by creating
an application similar to the
Aarogya Setu in order to trap
the Indian Army personnel by
hacking their mobile phones.
Realising this threat, the
Indian Army has issued warning to the troops to be cautious
and download the Aarogya
Setu app only through the
Government
website
(mygov.in) or Android Play
Store or IOS Apple Play Store.
The directive came as all
forces’ personnel have been
asked to download the Aarogya
Setu application to help in the
detection and checking the
spread of Covid-19. The app
has been developed by
Government agencies.
Elaborating upon the challenge posed by Pakistan,
sources said here on Thursday
“inimical” intelligence agencies
have devised an app by the
name Aarogya Setu.apk.
Continued on Page 2
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Thursday, 19 were men while
8 were women. “Fourteen of
the deceased were aged over 60
years, while 13 were from the
age group of 40 to 59 years.
“Twenty two out of 27 patients
(81%) had high-risk co-morbidities such as diabetes, hypertension, heart disease, etc,” the
State health bulletin said.
Mumbai, which continues
to be the worst-coronavirus
affected city in the country,
continued to be in the vice grip
of Covid-19, as the pandemic
claimed 20 more lives taking
the total number of deaths in
the metropolis to 290.
Similarly, the total number of
infected cases rose to alarming
7,061. Of the 20 deaths reported in Mumbai, 16 deceased had
co-morbidities.
Out of 1,45,798 laboratory
samples, 1,34,244 tested negative, while 10,498 have tested

positive for coronavirus until
Thursday.
There are 733 active containment zones in the State currently. Total 10,092 surveillance squads worked on Friday
across the State and surveillance of 42.11 lakh population
was done.
As many as 1,773 patients
have been discharged till date
after full recovery. Currently,
1,68,266 people are in home
quarantine and 10,695 people
are in institutional quarantine.
Meanwhile, four teams
from Government of India visited various parts of Mumbai to
monitor and assess the prevention & control measures
undertaken
by
the
Brihanmumbai Municipal
Corporation (BMC) at community level and treatment
facilities in the month of April.
Continued on Page 2
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he Government on
T
Thursday said that the
recovery rate of Covid-19
patients has increased to 25.19
per cent, while the doubling
rate of positive coronavirus
cases has gone up to 11 days. At
least six States and Union
Territories have reported a
doubling rate of 20 days and
above, with Himachal Pradesh
taking the lead.
“The progressive recovery
rate of Covid-19 patients in the
country now stands at 25.19
per cent, which was 13.06 per
cent 14 days ago,” Joint
Secretary at the Union Health
Ministry Lav Agarwal said at a
Press conference here.
Doubling time means the
number of days it takes for the
Covid-19 cases to duplicate.
Agarwal cited data saying that
coronavirus cases in Assam are
doubling in 59 days, Telangana
in 70.8 days, Chhattisgarh in
89.7 days and Himachal
Pradesh in 191.6 days.
Besides this, Karnataka is
witnessing doubling in 21.6
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days, Ladakh in 24.2 days,
Har yana in 24.4 days,
Uttarakhand in 30.3 days and
Kerala in 37.5 days.
Delhi saw doubling in 11.3
days, whereas cases in Uttar
Pradesh became twice in 12
days, J&K in 12.2 days, 13 days
in Odisha, 17.8 days in
Rajasthan, 19.1 days Tamil
Nadu and 19.5 days in Punjab.
Continued on Page 2
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n what came as a big relief for
Chief Minister Uddhav
Thackeray, Maharashtra
Governor Bhagat Singh
Koshyari on Thursday requested the Election Commission of
India (ECI) to schedule elections to the nine vacant seats of
the Maharashtra Legislative
Council ‘at the earliest’.
A day after Uddhav spoke
to Prime Minister Narendra
Modi and sought the latter’s
intervention to speed up the
process of Koshyari nominating him to the Maharashtra
Legislature Council, the
Governor wrote a letter to the
ECI, urging it to fill nine seats
that have been lying vacant

he Supreme Court on
T
Thursday refused to entertain a plea against the Centre’s

I

from April 24, “with a view to
end the current uncertainty in
the State”.
In his letter to the Election
Commission, the Governor
stated that the Centre had
announced many relaxation
measures regarding the
enforcement of lockdown in
the country.
Continued on Page 2

Central Vista project which
covers a 3-km stretch, from
Rashtrapati Bhavan to India
Gate, and includes construction
of new Parliament building.
A Bench, comprising Chief
Justice SA Bobde and Justice
Aniruddha Bose, did not agree
to the submission that the project in Lutyens’ Delhi needed to
be stayed as the Government
bodies were to approach the
authorities concerned for clearance and other formalities.
“Nobody is going to do
anything’ during the Covid-19
pandemic, said the Bench.
Continued on Page 2

ometimes you think you
know all about the stars.
Simply because you have seen
them larger than life onscreen
while growing up. Simply
because you have read so much
about them. In the end, you
have formed a picture of them
in your minds, just like the cinema projector, and have convinced yourself that is as good
as it gets. Till you meet them in
person. And they leave you
with a stray memory of their
inner selves. Rishi Kapoor was
one such and more. He would
lay his heart bare.
Many years ago, when he
was on the cusp of his second
coming as an actor rather than
the star by playing the brutally cold villain Rauf Lala in
Agneepath, I had met him at
home. He was old world that
way, relying on his secretary to
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find a time slot that would
allow him to talk at length on
his craft without the noise of
film promotions. I was early for
my appointment at Krishna Raj
on 56 Pali Hill, fearing Mumbai
traffic. Twenty minutes too

early for Rishi Kapoor who was
to meet me at 11 am. His office
staff was readying for the day,
shining up the awards shields
and trophies, the cars had been
lined up, indicating the
denizens were in. I went down

a flight of steps and was shown
into a reception lounge which
opened into a lawn encircled by
azulejo panels. The lounge
itself was a tribute to European
tile art, with holy crosses of various colours and sizes adorning
the walls and pillars and a
blithe Mary and Jesus alcove
spreading benediction all
around.
“I just love Portuguese
ceramic tiles and have been collecting them whenever I travel. It’s not religious though my
going to a missionary school
may have had something to do
with my love for the holy
cross,” said the man who
showed up early because a
guest was waiting.
And the re-energised Rishi
Kapoor, beginning the day
with an earthy chaach, was not
done with the artiste inside, be
it decorating his little comfort
zone or experimenting with his

versatility in the second innings
of his life. But that day he wanted a great conversation with a
journalist guest and to play
some word games on Literati.
That year was 2012. So he was
most curious about what the
UP Assembly elections were
going to throw up and whether
governance would be an issue.
He was clued in about politics
and corruption, saying he never
missed the 9 pm news, a far
stronger addiction than the
food or drink he loved. Apart
from discovering a news
junkie, he also appeared a
practicalist, saying though the
Kapoor eco-system was such
that all members knew how to
make films by the time they
were 10, the sons of Raj Kapoor
didn’t know the niceties of
business too well and would
have to ultimately sell RK studios, which they did.
Continued on Page 2
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Washington: US President
Donald Trump has said his
historic first official visit to
India in February reaffirmed the
commitment of the two countries to build a comprehensive
global strategic partnership
grounded in shared interests
and common purpose.
In a proclamation issued on
the occasion of Asian American
And Pacific Islanders Heritage
Month, 2020, Trump said the US
remains committed to strengthening its ongoing relationships
with Asian and Pacific partners.
“Last year, I was proud to
stand alongside Indian Prime
Minister Narendra Modi at an

event in Houston, Texas, and
earlier this year I made my first
official visit to India as a demonstration of our Nation's enduring friendship with one of the
world's largest and most diverse
countries,” Trump said on
Wednesday.
“During this historic visit, I
had the honour of speaking
about the importance of the relationship between our two countries before more than 110,000
Indian citizens,” he said referring
to his joint address with Prime
Minister Narendra Modi at the
Motera Stadium in Ahmedabad.
“The visit also reaffirmed
that India and the United States

are committed to building a
comprehensive global strategic
partnership grounded in shared
interests and common purpose,
benefitting both of our countries,” Trump said.
The president made his
maiden visit to India in
February.
Trump said that during
Asian American and Pacific
Islander Heritage Month, the
country celebrates the indelible
mark these people from this
community have left on
America's culture and pay tribute to the myriad ways in which
they continue to strengthen our
Nation.
PTI
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Such apps were found to be sent by
Pakistani intelligence
D^ZeYUZVdRe)# Pakistan-based
operatives to WhatsApp groups of Indian
New Delhi: Veteran journalist,
author and historian Ronald Vivian
Smith passed away here on Thursday.
He was 82.
Mr Smith, who retired as News
Editor of The Statesman in 1996
after a long career that began with
Press Trust of India (PTI), had been
unwell for some time. Author of several books and two widely read newspaper columns, 'Quaint Places' and
'Down Memory Lane', he was a marvellous raconteur of all things to do
with the history of Delhi and Agra, his
native town where he spent his early
years. "R V Smith, the chronicler of
our great city Delhi, passed away this
morning," tweeted Chief Minister
Arvind Kejriwal."
PTI

Army personnel, the Army said while
issuing warning to its troops.
Moreover, Pakistan is using social
media accounts with Indian names to target the Indian personnel. Given this scenario, local commanders were also asked
to sensitise their troops about the latest
ploy by Pakistan.
Explaining the implications of
Pakistan’s activity, they said once a malicious software is installed on a device, it
has the ability to extract sensitive information about the forces and send it to the
originator without the knowledge of the
owner. Also, the contact lists or any other
sensitive information inadvertently stored
on a device could be accessed by inimical intelligence agencies with such malicious software.

86LQWDONVZLWK,QGLDRWKHU
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Washington: The US is in talks
with its "friends", including
India, for restructuring the global supply chains, Secretary of
State Mike Pompeo has said, as
he praised New Delhi for lifting
the export ban on critical medical supplies to combat the global coronavirus pandemic.
The novel coronavirus has
infected over 3,193,960 people
and claimed more than 227,640
lives across the globe. The US is
the worst-hit with 1,039,909
cases and 60,967 deaths — the
highest in the world.
Addressing a news conference here on Wednesday,
Pompeo said, "We're working
with our friends in Australia,

India and Japan, New Zealand,
the Republic of Korea, and
Vietnam to share information
and best practices as we begin to
move the global economy forward." "Our conversation certainly involved global supply
chains, keeping them running
smoothly, getting our economies
back to full strength and thinking about how we restructure the
supply change chains to prevent
something like this from ever
happening again," he said. "One
example of our work together is
with India. It has lifted export
bans on critical medical supplies,
including pharmaceuticals, used
to treat some Covid-19 patients,”
Pompeo said.
PTI
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Union Health Minister Harsh
Vardhan had earlier said that the rate
of growth of new cases in the country is steadying. Before the lockdown,
India’s doubling rate was about 3
days.
On the mortality rate due to
coronavirus in the country, Agarwal
said that the current case fatality rate
is 3.2 per cent for Covid-19 in the
country, with 65 per cent of it males
and 35 per cent females.
“If we divide it on basis of age,
then 14 per cent case fatality was seen
below 45 years, 34.8 per cent between
45-60 years and 51.2 per cent case
fatality at above 60 years,” he said.
Agarwal further said that the
recovery rate for Covid-19 has
improved from 13.06 per cent to over
25 per cent in the past 14 days.
“8,324 Covid-19 patients, which
is 25.19 per cent of the total cases,
have recovered so far,” he added.
Replying to a question on testing
protocol, he said that as of now we
have to use RT-PCR test only for testing and treatment.

6WDWHVGHPDQG
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Kumar has refused to bring back
students and migrant labourers,
sticking to his stand that puts lockdown rules first.
The issue of migrant workers
has rattled the Nitish Government
after his UP counterpart has managed to tackle this crisis with a fair
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PPS\XP]SfTS^]³cQdX[SP]X\PVT^U
^dabT[eTbc^bcPhaT[TeP]c±WTWPSbPXS
8]STTSAXbWXWPS_[PhTSc^cWTVP[[Tah
P[[WXb[XUT7TUXabcT\TaVTSPbcWT
RW^R^[PcTQ^hWTa^fXcWPcfX]Z[TX]WXb
ThT7XbR^[^daUd[YTabThbWXbbfPVP
WTPacfPa\X]Vb\X[TP]SPfX]b^\TcX[c
^UcWTWTPS\PSTcWT]PcX^]³bVXa[bV^
fTPZX]cWTZ]TTb8]UPRcXcfPbWXb
[^eTaQ^hRWPa\cWPcbcTaT^ch_TSWX\Pc
PcX\TfWT]U^a\d[PfPbcadbcTSP]S
^dc^UcWTQ^gcWX]ZX]VfPbaXbZh
QdbX]Tbb8]cWPcbT]bTAXbWXWPSPUPa
c^dVWTaY^QPcWP]Sc^_a^eTWXb
eTabPcX[XchfXcWX]cWTaP]VT^UPa^\P]cXR
WTa^[^eTaRWP[[T]VTaP]SR^]cX]dTc^
QTTeTahf^\P]³bSaTP\cWa^dVW
STRPSTbCadTWT\PSTQaP]SR^d_[X]V
PaTP[XchX]1^[[hf^^S\dRWPWTPS^UXcb
cX\TbcPaaX]VfXcWfXUT=TTcdBX]VWX]
^eTa !UX[\bP]SbTccX]VfWPcX]c^SPh³b
_Pa[P]RTf^d[SQTR^d_[TV^P[b1dc
fWX[TWT_a^cTRcTScWPcSdTcPbb_TRXP[
WTfPbPQ[Tc^bcaXZTd_PSXUUTaT]cZX]S
^URWT\XbcahfXcWTPRW^UWXbWTa^X]Tb
fW^fTaTc^R^\T[PcTab^\T^UcWT\
hTPabh^d]VTac^WX\QTXc9PhP?aPSP
BaXSTeX9dWX2WPf[P^aTeT]3XehP
1WPacXFW^f^d[SU^aVTccWT_PbbX^]PcT
R[P\^da^UAPYdX]BPaVP\cWT
T]R^daPVX]V[^eTa^U?aT\A^VcWT
bd__^acXeTWdbQP]SX]3P\X]X^acWT
QTSPii[TSbRX^]fW^f^d[S]^cVXeTd_
WXbVXa[X]BPPVPa.8]UPRcbdRWfPbWXb
bT[UR^]ca^[P]SR^]UXST]RTcWPcWT]TeTa
PccT\_cTSc^^eTabWPS^fPRcaTbbTb[XZT
?PS\X]X:^[WP_daT3X\_[T:P_PSXP
<TT]PZbWXBTbWPSaX^aBaXSTeX7TfPb
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“As such the elections to the Council
seats can be held with certain guidelines,”
Koshyari stated.
Uddhav, who was sworn in as the
Chief Minister on November 28 last year,
is not a member of either of the Houses
of the State Legislature. As provided
under the Constitution, Uddhav will in
the normal course have to get elected to
either of the Houses on or before May 27,
the six-month deadline for his becoming
a member of either of the Houses.
In the normal course, the Election
Commission was to hold the elections to
fill the posts of nine MLCs, who would
be retiring on April 24 from Upper
House, and Uddhav was to contest these
elections. However, the EC has postponed
these elections in view of the coronavirustriggered lockdown.
On April 9, at a meeting presided
over by Deputy Chief Minister Ajit
Pawar, the State Cabinet had recommended to Governor Bhagat Singh
Koshyari to nominate Chief Minister
Uddhav Thackeray as a Member of
Legislative Council, from one of the two
vacant slots.

H9ScZVW]jW`]]`hd
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Washington: The White House
has explained that its Twitter
handle typically 'follows' the
accounts of officials from host
countries for a brief period during a presidential trip to retweet
their messages in support of the
visit. During President Donald
Trump's visit to India in the last
week of February, the official
Twitter handle of the White
House — @WhiteHouse — had
started 'following' the accounts
of President Ram Nath Kovind,
Prime Minister Narendra Modi,
the Prime Minister's office,
the Indian Embassy in the US,
the US Embassy in India and the
US Ambassador to India, Ken
Juster.
PTI

New Delhi: Prime Minister
Narendra Modi on Thursday
held a "comprehensive" meeting
to discuss strategies to attract
more foreign investments into
India as well as promote local
investments to boost the economy against the backdrop of the
Covid-19 pandemic.
An official statement said
various strategies to bring investments into India on a fast-track
mode and to promote Indian
domestic sectors were discussed
in the meeting.
The high-level meeting
comes amid the ongoing global backlash against China.
Several companies are now
looking for new bases to set up

their businesses, according to
reports. Home Minister Amit
Shah, Finance Minister Nirmala
Sitaraman and Commerce
Minister Piyush Goyal, besides
others, attended the meeting.
Detailed discussions were
also held on guiding states to
evolve their strategies and to be
more proactive in attracting
investments, the statement said.
Reform initiatives undertaken by the various ministries
should continue unabated and
action should be taken in a time
bound manner to remove any
obstacles which impede promotion of investment and industrial growth, the statement said
citing the discussions.
PTI
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Solicitor General Tushar
Mehta, appearing for the
Centre, said a new Parliament
building is being constructed
and wondered as to why anybody should have objection to
this.
“Shikhil Suri, counsel
appearing for the petitioner
prays for withdrawal of this
petition with liberty to amend
the writ petition...Which has
been transferred to this court
from the High Court. Prayer is
allowed. Accordingly, the writ
petition is dismissed as withdrawn with the liberty aforesaid,”
the apex court said in its order.
Another plea related to the
project, filed by the same petitioner, is pending with the top
court which refused to entertain
the fresh plea. The earlier plea
was against the Delhi High
Court order which had said that
the DDA was not required to
apprise it before notifying
changes in the Master Plan to
allow the Central Vista project.

degree of success.
Kumar also took exception to
Uttar Pradesh Chief Minister Yogi
Adityanath’s decision to send hundreds of buses to bring back stranded students, saying it goes against the
“principles of lockdown”. The Nitish
Government has maintained the
move is completely against the principles of social distancing and lockdown, which alone can contain coro-

navirus at the moment.
The Nitish Government was also
left red-faced after it emerged that the
State authorities issued a special
travel pass to a local BJP MLA to
bring back his daughter from the
Rajasthan town during the lockdown.
Another reason why Kumar
does not want the entry of migrants
in such large numbers is protests by
residents.

cWTUT\X]XbcWTa^]^cS^\X]PcX]VcWT\
QdcfX]]X]VcWT\^eTaTeTab^VT]c[h
]TeTa_^bbTbbX]VcWT\CWT]cWTaTfTaT
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1PRWRWP]PbcWTP]Vahh^d]V\P]P]S
cWTP]cXTbcPQ[XbW\T]caTQT[fWXRW
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WX\bT[Ud]STacWT[X\T[XVWc°?T^_[T
]TeTaTg_TRcTSAXbWX:P_^^ac^cda]P
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]TceTbc\hWPXaQTPaSP]ScWTZ^W[
aX\\TSThTbCWTaTbcfPb\h
X]cTa_aTcPcX^]\hb_^]cP]T^dbT\^cX]V
^UfWPccWXbRWPaPRcTaf^d[SS^X]aTP[
[XUT8]TeTaaTbTPaRWYdbcaT[h^]\h
X]bcX]RcbP]S\hTg_TaXT]RTb8S^
PRRT_ccWTUPRccWPc8P\PaTPb^]PQ[h
V^^SPRc^aQdccWXba^[TWPbaTP[[h
f^aZTSf^]STab8Uh^dPbZ\T
^QYTRcXeT[hcWXbWPbQTT]PbcP]S^dc
_TaU^a\P]RT±WTc^[SdbQPRZcWT]1dc
cWT]WTd_VaPSTSWXbQT]RW\PaZbbX]RT
CWTaTfPbcWT_PcaX^cXRbPaSPaX]?PcXP[P
7^dbTcWTWPaaXTS_a^SdRTaA^\XA^[[h
X];dRZ1h2WP]RTcWT4eTah\P]X]3^

3^^]X2WPaP]ScWTVPh_aX]RX_P[X]
BcdST]c^UCWTHTPa7TbP\_[TSP]
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cWTbcPaS^\^UWXb_PbchTPabP]S[TccX]V
WX\bT[UV^fXcWUd[[PQP]S^]0]SWT
QTRP\TcWTRW^XRTbccP[T]cU^aSTQdcP]cT
SXaTRc^abfPXcX]Vc^[TPeTcWTXa\PaZ7T
fPbP__aTRXPcXeT^Ub^]AP]QXa³b_dbWX]V
cWTT]eT[^_T[XZTWX\QdccWT]WTfPbP
c^dVWUPcWTaP[fPhbfP]cX]VWXbb^]c^
bR^aTR^\\TaRXP[[hc^^P]ScP\TcWT
U^a\d[PB^WTfPbWP__hfWT]
AP]QXa³bBP]YdQTRP\TPWdVTWXc
°8Uh^dPaTP]PRc^acadTc^h^daRaPUc
h^dRP]PSYdbcfXcWP]hQ^Sh8cXbP]Pac
c^bX]VSP]RTUXVWc^aQTR^\TP
RWPaPRcTa8P\P]PacXbcTPVT]Xdb^U
cWTbTeXacdTb±WTWPSbPXSTbR^acX]V\T
c^cWTRPaX]bcTPS^U[TccX]VWXbbcPUUS^
cWTY^Q°8P\PR^]eT]cX^]P[\P]P]S
\dbcbW^fR^dacTbhc^Pf^\P]±WT
WPSbPXSFTfXbWWXbWP__hb_XaXcR^d[S
WPeT_a^_PVPcTSb^\T^UcWTV^^S]Tbb
^UcWPc^[S^aSTa[^]VTa
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As per the report of the
monitoring team, the doubling
rate of Covid -19 cases in
Mumbai has improved from 8.3
days to 10 days between April
17 to 27. Similarly, the fatality
rate among admitted cases of
Covid-19 in Mumbai came
down from 6.3 per cent to 3.9
per cent till April 26. The
Central monitoring team appreciated the efforts of MCGM in
preventing the spread of Covid19 in Mumbai.
One hundred and five coronavirus positive patients have
died in West Bengal so far, of
whom 33 have perished due to
Covid-19 and 72 due to comorbidities. Similarly, Punjab on
Thursday saw 105 new cases of
coronavirus, the highest singleday spike, with 87 of them
those who returned to the State
either after a 1,750-km odyssey
from the Sikh shrine in
Maharashtra’s Nanded or
Rajasthan’s Kota this week, said
the State officials.
Among the States which
reported highest day spike was
Odisha also. With 17 new
Covid-19 cases, State’s tally rises
to 142. All 17 cases reported
today are from Jajpur district.

From Page 1
“One of the things that
annoys me is the level of
inequality. A lot of social
change required in India.
Different States save different
issues. A blanket solution will
not work for India. But there is
an element in our governance
system of control. You cannot
control Covid-19. But I think
this is historic, even before the
British. That is one of the challenges we are facing,” Rahul
replied.
Rajan said it was “all too
easy to have a lockdown forever”, but that would not be
sustainable for the economy.
“We need to be cleverer in
lifting the lockdown. We need
to open up in a measured way
as India does not have capacity to feed people for long. We
have to manage the reopening
so when there are cases we isolate them,” he said.
This is the first in a series
of video-dialogues of Rahul
with intellectuals on charting a
path to recovery after the
pandemic. The move is seen
as an attempt to give the
Gandhi scion a lead role in the
main Opposition party’s offensive against the Government’s
policies.
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ith a surge in Covid-19
cases in Gurugram, the
W
district administration has
sealed the borders connecting
Delhi and has issued a notification to prohibit cross-movement across all borders of the
district from 10 am on May 1.
Gurugram
District
Magistrate Amit Khatri has
said that movement of only
those vehicles involved in the
supply of essential services
will be allowed after the border is sealed. Those with curfew passes issued by the
Government are also allowed
to move.
“There will be no restriction on the movement of
ambulances. Moreover, vehicles engaged in the movement of essential goods and
banking services will remain
exempted from restriction,
read the order.
"To prevent further spread
of the virus, such measures are

necessary for the public interest to reduce the flow of people across the border. We
won't allow any unregulated
movement through the border.
We will restrict cross-border
movement to contain the
spread of coronavirus.
"We are making efforts to
screen those crossing the border. Arrangement of stay for
employees coming to
Gurugram from neighbouring
district and state should be
made here to minimise the
cross-border movement. This
will help contain the virus
spread," Khatri said.
The order further stated
that those who have already
been allowed under the
exemption given as per the
order of the Ministry of Home
Affairs will be able to cross the
border. Apart from this, permission is to be obtained from
the District Collector office to
go across the border if it is very
mandatory, which will be given
based on the nature of the
requirement, read the orders.
“Thermal scanning and
disease screening will also be
done at the border at the time
of admission. During this period, the rapid testing facility
will also be available for those
who show signs of infection to

prevent the spread of coronavirus. Also, criminal action
will be taken against those
who disobey orders under
various provisions of the
Disaster Management Act and
Indian Penal Code (IPC),”
Khatri said.
"All vehicles are being
stopped at the DelhiGurugram border and are only
being allowed to cross the
border after showing their
movement pass, vehicle document and identity card. Also,
sufficient police personnel
were deployed across
Gurugram to ensure the orders
were complied with," said
Mohammad Akil, Gurugram
police commissioner.
On Tuesday, Haryana
Home Minister Anil Vij had
said, "after Sonepat, the state
is considering sealing borders
in Gurugram and Faridabad
districts with the national capital. The state is considering
sealing all borders with Delhi,
including those in Gurugram
and Faridabad."
Gurugram has so far
reported 57 positive cases
including three fresh cases on
Thursday of which 38 have
been cured and discharged.
Gurugram has 27 containment zones.
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Gurugram: A 54-year-old
man, whose wife was suspected to have tested positive for
Covid-19 last evening, allegedly committed suicide by hanging himself from a ceiling fan
at their home in Acharya Puri
area in old Gurugram on the
inter vening
night
of
Wednesday and Thursday.
His son woke up to find his
body hanging from the ceiling
fan of his bedroom. No suicide
note was found from the spot,
police said.
According to police, they
received information about the
matter at 8 am this morning.
“The deceased’s wife had
been suffering due to a stomach related ailment and was
admitted at a private hospital in
the city. She tested positive for
coronavirus last evening,” said
Subhash Boken, PRO of
Gurugram Police.
The deceased has been
identified as. Satbir Saini. He
was currently unemployed.
His son, who works as a pharmacist at a private hospital in
Gurugram, and his wife were
at home when the incident
took place.
“We didn’t found any suicide note at the incident spot

mong the 52 healthcare
workers of Hindu Rao
A
Hospital who were kept in iso-

and further probe is underway
to determine the cause of the
suicide and there doesn’t seem
to be any sign of foul play. Also,
the family has not made any
allegations or filed any complaint,” Boken said.
However, sources said the
deceased's son told the police
that his father was under
depression soon after he knows
about his mother Covid-19
report.
“No FIR has been registered in this regard. The body
has been sent for an autopsy,
and we are conducting investigations under Section 174 of
the Code of Criminal
Procedure (Crpc). The reason
for the suicide is yet to be ascertained,” the PRO said.
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he Delhi Government in its
T
recent order has stated that
in-house dialysis facility for
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Covid-19 patients will now
remain operational at Lok Nayak
Hospital. The order signed by
Delhi health secretary Padmini
Singla stated, “The Covid
patients who need dialysis treatment in Delhi are finding it difficult to get their dialysis done,
despite the fact that Lok Nayak
Hospital was assigned to create
enough in -house capacity and
sufficient capacity through outsourced agency to serve all +ve
patients who need dialysis.”

n the first two weeks of April
amid the ongoing lockdown,
the Delhi Police have registered
over 140 cases under Excise Act
and arrested 155 involved in
boot legging and smuggling of
liquor.
According to the data
shared by police, they have registered 147 case and recovered
18,556 bottles of liquor. On an
average, police recovered 1,237
bottles per day between April
1 to 15.

I

"The maximum cases were
registered in outer district 27
and police arrested 27 people
and recovered 1,243 bottles
from there. The maximum
bottles were recovered by
Crime Branch 8,460. They registered only one case and
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he All India Institute of
Medical Sciences (AIIMS)
T
on Thursday invited advance
appointments for tele-consultations from follow-up patients
of the hospital by calling the
number 9115444155.
The hospital in a statement
said that the follow-up patients
can now book advance
appointments for tele-consultation, the hospital administration will fix an appoint-

ment after verification of the
UHID (Unique Health
Identification) numbers,
A message to this effect will
be sent to the patient through
an SMS after booking an
appointment, it said.
According to the statement, the patients will be able
to update their registered
mobile numbers while booking
the appointment. “This facility of booking appointments on
phone will be available from
8:30 am to 2:30 pm on all work-

ing days i.e. from Monday to
Saturday,” it said.
On the day of their
appointment, the patients will
receive a phone call from the
concerned department on their
registered mobile numbers,
during the regular OPD (Out
Patient Service) or clinic times,
it said, adding that this arrangement will be operational during the lockdown period due to
COVID-19 and as long as the
regular OPDs and Clinics
remain closed.

he Indian Railways has distributed food to more than
T
three million people through
IRCTC base kitchens, Railway
Protection Force (RPF)
resources and the contribution
of NGOs, in keeping with its
social service commitment during the national lockdown
announced due to Covid-19.
The Ministry said that
Railways reached had two million marks on April 20 and in
last 10 days; it has added one
million beneficiaries. “The global pandemic has created
unprecedented situations leaving
a large number of people vulnerable to hunger. Those worst

of needy people in areas surrounding the railway stations,” it
said. With the active cooperation
of IRCTC base kitchens in New
Delhi, Bangalore, Hubli,
Mumbai Central, Ahmedabad,
Bhusaval, Howrah, Patna, Gaya,
Ranchi, Katihar, Deen Dayal
Upadhyaya Nagar, Balasore,
Vijaywada, Khurda, Katpadi,
Tiruchirapalli, Dhanbad,
Guwahati,
Samastipur,
Prayagraj,
Itarsi,
Vishakhapatnam, Chengalpatu,
Pune, Hajipur, Raipur and
Tatanagar spread over various
zones such as Northern,
Western, Eastern, Southern and
South Central, more than 30
lakh cooked meals have been
distributed till 30th April, it
added.

issued orders and asked private and Government laboratories to ensure immediate
monitoring and testing of
Covid-19 samples.
In its order to the labs,
Delhi Government also asked
to share testing results via
email without any delay.
The
Government’s
response came as numbers of
swab samples pending for test
in Delhi has increased seven
times in last one month.
The health officials say
delay is causing problems in
identifying positive cases and
tracing their contact details.
Delhi has 20 labs while 8
are government run and 12
private labs approved for
Covid -19 testing.
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view of the Covid-19 panthe Delhi Government
Ionndemic,
Thursday declared two hospitals — Maha Durga
Charitable Trust Hospital and
Sir Ganga Ram City Hospital —
as Covid dedicated facilities
offering paid services.
While Sir Ganga Ram City
Hospital, with 120 isolation
beds, has been made fully
Covid-dedicated, Maha Durga
Charitable Trust Hospital, with
100 beds, will be partially
involved in the services.

BC055A4?>AC4AQ =4F34;78

he Delhi Police on
Thursday said it has been
following the standard operating procedure (SOP) for the
movement of migrant labourers and other stranded people
after the Ministry of Home
Affairs (MHA) issued guidelines, officials said.
The MHA on Wednesday
issued a fresh set of guidelines
to let migrant workers, students, tourists and pilgrims
stranded in different parts of
the country to get back home.
According to Mandeep
Singh Randhawa, the Public
Relation Officer (PRO), Delhi
Police, the MHA has issued
guidelines regarding the movement of migrant labourers and
other people stranded at different places, including students, tourists and pilgrims.
"The government and
Delhi Police are finalising its
modalities and are working
on the SOP," said the PRO.

This will be in addition to
Sir Ganga Ram Kolmet
Hospital (Pusa Road) which is
42 bedded fully operational
Covid-19 facilities and was
recognised
by
Delhi
Government last week as
Covid-19 facility, the hospital
said in a statement.
“With this, Sir Ganga Ram
Hospital (Rajinder Nagar) will
have 162 Covid-19 beds in its
two nearby affiliated hospitals
to cater to the rising demands
of isolation beds for admitting
confirmed or suspected cases of
Coronavirus patients,” it added.
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T

s the operation SHIELD is
under way, the Delhi
A
Government on Thursday

"Police is in regular touch
with officials of other states and
talking to them. In these guidelines, people will have to register themselves so that their
movements till their homes can
be regulated. Till the time
your SOP being finalised,
we request you to not pay
attention towards any social
media post. The Delhi Police is
regulating sochial media and
we will take strict actions
against people for spreading
rumours," said the PRO.
According to the home
ministry guidelines, anyone
willing to be transported back
home will have to be medically screened at the source as well

as destination and will be kept
in a home or institutional quarantine on arrival.
Earlier on March 28, thousands of migrant workers
thronged Anand Vihar bus
terminus on the Delhi-UP
border to go back to their
villages.
Similarly on April 14, the
last day of the first phase of the
lockdown, several hundred
migrants had assembled on
the west side of Bandra suburban station demanding trains
to take them to their native
places, just hours after Prime
Minister Narendra Modi
announced an extension of the
lockdown till May 3.

ordered to de-seal the
Vardhman Apartment after no
new Covid case was reported
in past four weeks.
Delhi Chief Minister
Arvind Kejriwal tweeted :
Operation SHIELD was implemented in Vardhman
Apartment to contain COVID19 virus spread. No single case
has been reported in past four
weeks. Area is being de-sealed.
Operation SHIELD successful,
it was possible because of people’s support there.
Meanwhile, with two areas
de - sealed, Delhi has now 99
containment zones while
MansaraAparemt also de contained few days earlier.
Vardhaman Apartment
was made a containment zone
on April 2.
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ollowing the death of veteran
Bollywood actor Rishi Kapoor
on Thursday, the Delhi Police
granted permission to Riddhima
Sahni, his daughter, to travel to
Mumbai for his last rites amid the
nationwide Covid-19 lockdown.
According to RP Meena, the
Deputy Commissioner of Police
(DCap), Southeast district, along
with Ridhima, four other people
-- Bharat Sahni, Samara Sahni,
Akshay Sahni and Drigalakshmi
Rai -- got permission to travel to
Mumbai.
The 67-year-old actor, who
was suffering from cancer, died in
a Mumbai hospital. His death
comes a day after his ''D-Day'' costar Irrfan Khan passed away due
to cancer.
Meanwhile, on Thursday the
Delhi Police also paid tribute to
Rishi Kapoor and Irrfan Khan.

ith a view to keep Delhi
Police personnel safe
W
during the Covid-19 fight, the

CRZ]hRjdWVVUd$^Z]]Z`_ F
hit by this pandemic and lockdown are stranded persons,
daily wage labourers, migrants,
children, coolies, homeless, the
poor and many who form the
floating population,” the ministry said in a statement.
Since the nationwide lockdown was announced by the
centre, Railways has been providing bulk cooked food with
paper plates for lunch and food
packets for dinner to needy
persons observing social distancing. “Distribution of food is
being done with the help of RPF,
GRP, and commercial departments of zones, State
Governments, District administrations and NGOs, even
beyond the station vicinity to
cater to the food requirements

he
Delhi
Government
T
on Thursday
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n order to extend its contribution in the fight against
coronavirus, South Delhi
Municipal Corporation (SDMC)
has donated C1 crore in the PM
Care Fund.
A senior SDMC official said
that the amount was contributed
voluntarily among the 43,000
employees of the Corporation by
contributing their one day basic
pay and dearness allowance for
funding measures taken to contain the spread of Coronavirus
in the country.
SDMC Mayor Sunita kangra said that at this time of
national crises it is our responsibility to contribute in the PM
Care fund as much as we can
and help our great nation to
combat against this life-threatening virus.
Mayor also said that will
continue to render humanitarian help to the corona affected
persons in any other part of the
country.

have not been given salaries for
the past three months.
They have written a letter
to the NDMC Nurses Union,
urging it to look into the matter. The NDMC official said the
civic body is working on the
salary issue.
"Salaries will be disbursed
as soon as we get from Delhi
Government," the official
added.

*RYWGHFODUHVWZRPRUH
KRVSLWDOV&RYLGGHGLFDWHG

a wine shop in north Delhi and
decamped with liquor bottles.
During patrolling on April
4 morning, police found that
the shutter of a wine shop at the
Roshnara Road in north Delhi
was broken.
The shutter of the wine
shop had been forcibly pulled
up and some liquor bottles and
crates were stolen.
The Government last week
allowed opening of neighbourhood and stand alone
shops, including those located
in residential complexes within municipal areas, but at a 50
per cent strength and after
taking necessary precautions.
However, the liquor shops were
exempted from the list.

I
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clinic, and three OPDs at the
civic body-run hospital were
resumed from Monday, days
after the facility was closed
down after a nurse there had
tested positive for COVID-19.
The largest municipal hospital run by the NDMC was
closed on Saturday.
Meanwhile, members of
the Nurses Welfare Association
of the hospital claimed that they

arrested one person," he said.
However, the New Delhi,
Railways, Metro and Special
Cell units of Delhi Police have
not registered any case under
Excise Act.
The Rohini district has
arrested 17 people in 18 cases
and recovered 3,130 liquor
bottles, police said, adding that
Dwarka district recovered
1,713 bottles in 16 cases and
arrested 20 people.
In the North district, where
some people broke open a
liquor shop, eight cases were
registered and 10 people were
arrested along with 38 bottles
of liquor.
Earlier in April, some
unidentified persons broke into
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lation after a nurse was found
Covid positive, another nurse
at the hospital tested positive
for coronavirus on Thursday,
officials said.
"The nurse who tested positive today was among the first
to be quarantined on April 27
and her sample was taken the
same day. Her report came
today," an official of the North
Delhi Municipal Corporation
(NDMC) said.
After the first nurse had
tested positive, all her contacts
were quarantined and their
samples were taken, she said.
"Till now 34 reports have
been received and only one
nurse has tested positive," the
official said. Services in emergency wards, including a flu

"Two of the finest personalities of the film world, who made
us laugh and cry with their performances, are not among us
today. Delhi Police pays them an
emotional tribute," Delhi Police
tweeted.
Rishi Kapoor, a third generation actor of the famous Kapoor
dynasty, was taken to the H N
Reliance Hospital by his family on
Wednesday.
His family said the actor
remained "jovial and determined
to live to the fullest right through
two years of treatment across two
continents".
"Family, friends, food and
films remained his focus and
everyone who met him during
this time was amazed at how he
did not let his illness get the better of him," the family said in a
statement, adding the actor would
like to be "remembered with a
smile and not with tears".
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Delhi Police Commissioner,
SN Shrivastava, on Thursday
launched Ayuraksha- ‘Corona
se jung – Delhi Police ke sang’,
a joint initiative by Delhi Police
and Ministry of AYUSH, in the
national Capital.
According to police,
Ministry of AYUSH in collaboration with Delhi Police has
come forward with a proposal
for maintaining the health of
front line Covid-19 warriors
like Delhi Police personnel
through Ayurveda Immunity
boosting measures.
"The proposal would be
implemented in a phase wise
manner. The distribution will
take place for nearly 80,000
personnel of Delhi Police

across 15 districts. All India
Institute of Ayurveda (AIIA)
has nominated three main
coordinator under the Director
of Institute. A total of 15 Nodal
officers of AIIA have been
nominated who will be working in close coordination with
15 nodal officers from Delhi
Police," said police.
Speaking on the occasion,
the CP emphasised that in
fight against Covid-19 outbreak, Prime Minister

Narendra Modi has stressed the
importance of using tested
immunity boosters of
Ayurveda and Yoga.
The CP expressed his gratitude to Ministry of AYUSH,
and specially Dr Tanuja,
Secretary for this unique initiative which will help our
policemen i.e. Corona warriors at the forefront to keep
themselves safe & secure from
this deadly virus.
Immune Boosters kits were
distributed to Delhi Police
Personnel on this occasion.
Senior officers of Delhi Police
also attended the program.
Around 50 police personnel have been hit by this deadly virus as their duties require
their presence in the general
public, including vulnerable
places like hospitals, containment zones and quarantine
centres.
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f States like Karnataka are
clamouring to ease the
Irestrictions
on sale of liquor
after May 3, it isn’t without reason. Karnataka is losing almost
C 55-60 crore daily on revenues
collected through taxes on
alcoholic beverages. In other
words, the 40-day lockdown
would deal it a C2,400-crore
blow in terms of revenue losses. For neighbouring Tamil
Nadu, which collects the highest excise revenues in India, the
losses by the end of the second
lockdown would be even bigger at C3,500-3,600 crore.
Karnataka ranks fourth
among the 12 big States where
earnings through tax on alcohol make for 20-40 percent of

State’s revenues. While
Karnataka clocked C19,950
crore in 2018-19 in excise revenue earnings, Tamil Nadu
with
C31,150
crore,
Maharashtra with C25,300
crore and Uttar Pradesh with C
23,900 crore occupied the top
three positions during the same
fiscal.
They are part of the 12 big
excise revenue generating
States. Put together, they generate revenues worth C 2-2.50lakh crore from excise duty
from the sale of liquor every
year.
Telangana, Kerala, West
Bengal, Madhya Pradesh,
Rajasthan, Haryana, Punjab
and Delhi are the other States
depending heavily on excise
revenue. Together, the dozen

States earned nearly C1.80 lakh
crore in 2018-19 through revenue of alcoholic beverages.
Recently, Karnataka’s
Excise Minister H Nagesh said
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more CRPF jawans,
a national kabbaSdi ixincluding
player, from the same 31
Battalion here at Mayur Vihar,
tested positive on Thursday as
the paramilitary force subjected the personnel of the entire
Battalion to massive testing
for the Covid-19 infection.
Earlier, a Sub-Inspector
from the same Battalion died to
Covid-19.
Officials said swabs of over
350 personnel have already
been collected and test reports
are awaited. The swabs of about
150 others are also in the
process to be taken and tested
for the viral disease.
Sub Inspector Mohammad
Ikram Hussain had died on
Tuesday due to Covid-19. He
was tested positive on Friday
for the disease and was undergoing treatment at the
Safdarjung Hospital here.

Seventeen personnel traced
to be in direct contact with
Hussain besides a Chief
Medical Officer and a nursing
assistant were quarantined.
As many as 46 personnel of
the 31 Battalion had earlier tested positiveduring their quarantine period at the quarantine
facility of the CRPF at Narela
here.
Director General of
Central Reserve Police Force
(CRPF) AP Maheshwari has
been on record saying the
paramilitary has been on the
forefront of the war against
Covid-19. “Deployed across
the country, out warriors have

been instrumental in stalling
the virus,” he had in a message
said after the death of Hussain.
The paramilitar y has
launched a detailed survey of
personnel deployed in Covid19 related duties in the hotspots
and other operational areas
and if positive cases have been
reported from such locations in
order to take preventive steps.
According to a circular
sent across all the formations
last week, a proforma for
seeking information of the personnel regarding regular and
additional deployment of
troops in hotspot areas during
the last 20 days has been
sought.
Through the circular, the
paramilitary has also sought
details of personnel and also
civilians who worked with the
troops during deployment in
hotspots in the last 20 days and
if anyone had tested positive for
Covid-19.

he has advised Chief Minister
BS Yediyurappa to relax the
coronavirus lockdown after
May 3 as “we we need money
to give salaries and meet other

expenses”.
If States are itching to open
the excise sector, the C4.25lakh-crore alcoholic beverages
industry too has been pursuing
the issue of easing of restrictions for the sector with the
Chief Ministers and the Centre.
The sector is losing Rs 700
crore daily, meaning which
the industry would incur losses of about C28,000 crore by
May 3.
Incidentally, the 12 States
combined account for over
25,000 of the 33,000 coronovirus positive cases and
about 800 deaths of over 1000
fatalities, as on April 30.
“The Confederation of
Indian Alcoholic Beverages
Companies (CIABC) has written to the Chief Ministers to

take up with the Centre the
matter of permitting production, distribution and sales of
alcoholic beverages only outside containment zones and
that too, in conformity with
COVID-19 guidelines,” Vinod
Giri, Director General, CIABC,
told The Pioneer.
“We are hopeful of easing
of restrictions after May 3.
There haven’t been job cuts in
the sector so far but an extension could compound problems,” he cautioned adding the
sector has also contributed its
bit to the nation’s fight against
Covid-19 by making 5 lakh
litres of hand sanitisers for use.
Pointing out the importance of India’s alcoholic beverages industry, he said it contributes C2-2.50 lakh crore

annually by way of taxes to the
State exchequer, provides direct
or indirect employment to 20
lakh persons and sustains livelihood of 40 lakh farmers.
The CIABC has already
suggested to the Chief Ministers
to go for a phase-wise opening
of the sector besides introducing an online sale-cum-home
delivery mechanism.
The CIABC has in its letters
to the Chief Ministers also
requested for an extension of
current excise year to June 30,
2020 without penalty to carry
out stock clearances and statutory processes mandated within March 31 normally.
Besides, while it has sought
converting the excise processes like approval, licensing, registration, permits etc into an

online mechanism, it has also
for granting permission to
home deliveries of alcoholic
beverages through an online
process.
The CIABC has also suggested phase wise opening of
distilleries/bottling plants,
indenting/transit/stock movement, wholesaling/distribution/warehousing, retail shops
with fixed timings.
The CIABC includes most
major Indian companies that
manufacture and market their
product range in India and
abroad like Allied Blenders &
Distillers Private Limited,
Amrut Distilleries, Alcobrew
Distilleries , Devans Modern
Breweries, Jagatjit Industries
Limited (JIL), Mohan Meakin
and Radico Khaitan.
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iven the confusion prevailing amongst the stuG
dents over their academics due
to the corona pandemic, HRD
Minister Ramesh Pokhriyal
Nishank has scheduled an
online interaction with the
students on Saturday.
He is likely to address and
redress grievances of students
on many aspects including confusion over annual and semester examinations and the syllabus. Pokhriyal announced this
on his Twitter handle.
The HRD Ministry meanwhile also revised certain
important dates of the entrance
tests to be conducted by
National Testing Agency (NTA).
The HRD minister said on
twitter that given the queries
and restlessness within the student community across the
country due to corona pandemic lockdown, he will be
doing a webinar on May 2
afternoon. Pokhriyal has already
conducted the same with parents followed by the State
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Education Ministers and officials early this week where he
addressed issues like academic
session, syllabus and class tests
and semester exams. Issues pertaining to the confusion over the
remaining and pending board
examinations were also discussed and is again likely to be
the main agenda when the
Minister interacts with students
from across the country.
On the other hand, in view

of the hardships faced by the
parents and the students due to
COVID-19 epidemic, the HRD
Minister advised National
Testing Agency (NTA) to
extend / revise the dates for submission of online application
forms for various examinations
like IGNOU, ICAR, Hotel
Management etc.
"NTA understands the
importance of academic calendar and schedule, but it is
equally concerned about the
wellbeing of every citizen,
including students," said a HRD
Ministry official.
NTA would expect students and parents to not worry
about the Examination.
Moreover, parents are requested to help young students utilise
this time for preparing for the
Examination and focus on critical concepts in order to close
learning gaps if any.
NTA would keep students
updated about the latest developments and would inform
about changes with ample time,
said a statement by HRD
Ministry.
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JP President J P Nadda has
interacted with former
B
diplomats of the country on the
Coronavirus situation who he
said “appreciated” quick-footed
efforts of Modi-Government to
rope in companies “disillusioned” with China following
the pandemic.
Nadda, who interacted with
from former Indian diplomats
though videoconferencing on
the measures to battle out the
pandemic on Wednesday, asked
them to contribute with their
experience to strengthen the
anti-Coronavirus measures in
the country.
He said country need their
support to lead new policies
needed in post-Coronavirus
phase.
Nadda said former diplomats “appreciated” fast paced
efforts of the government under
Prime Minister Narendra Modi
to rope-in business companies
which are “disillusioned” with

China in the aftermath of pandemic. BJP President told former diplomats that government is working to make an
environment in which these
companies could shift to India.
Ex-diplomats appreciated
government efforts to bring
companies to Indian side and
complimented Modi-government in making Indian diplomacy effective and leading the
anti-Covid-19 during the global pandemic, according to a BJP
statement.
Nadda apprised them of
‘#FeedtheNeedy’
and
‘#WearFaceCoverStaySafe’ of
the BJP which he said have
helped needy during the ongoing lockdown in the country.
BJP President also held
videoconferencing with the
MPs from the North-East states
and reviewed their work in the
current situation.
BJP General Secretary
(Organisation) B L Santosh
was also present during the
vidoconferencing.
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n the backdrop of the coronavirus pandemic, China
will not host the customary
border personnel meeting
(BPM) with India on May
one, International Labour
Day, on designated places on
the Line of Actual
Control(LAC). Instead, the
armies of both the nations
will greet each other on the
local hotlines this year.
This border personnel
meeting between the troops
of both the countries is part
of confidence building measures(CBM)with India also
hosting similar ceremonial
events on the occasion of the
Republic
Day
and
Independence Day.
There are five mutually
agreed points or meeting centres on the 4,000 km long
LAC where apart from such
ceremonial meets local com-

I
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ported by the Defence Research
and Development Organisation
(DRDO) has developed a
microwave steriliser named as
‘ATULYA’ to disintegrate

(COVID-19). The virus gets disintegrated by differential heating in the range of 560 to 600
Celsius temperatures.
The product is cost effective
solution, which can be operated in portable or fixed installations. This system was tested for
human/operator safety and has
been found to be safe.

Depending upon size and shape
of various objects, time of sterilisation is from 30 seconds to
one minute. Approximate
weight of the system is three
kilogrammes and it can be used
for non-metallic objects only,
according to an official statement by the defence ministry
here on Thursday.

manders on both sides also
meet to sort out differences
during incidents of transgressions and stand-offs
between the troops of two
countries.
C onf irming that the
Chinese army has, so far, not
extended event for the May
One event, sources said here
on Thursday, the Indian
Army will wish their Chinese
counterparts on three loca-

tions including two in Ladakh
and one in Ar unachal
Pradesh. The five designated
points for BPMs are Moldo
and Spangur gap (Chusul) in
Ladakh, Natu La(Sikkim) and
Bum La and Kibithu in
Arunachal Pradesh.
The ceremonial functions
include cultural events and
lunch and the meetings commence with saluting the
national flag by members of

the delegations. This is followed by the ceremonial
address by delegation leaders
and exchange of greetings
and gifts.
These meetings form part
of the CBMs to maintain
peace and tranquility on the
LAC. The disputed border
has not seen a single shot
fired in anger in the last 45
years or so. The two nations
fought a war in 1962.

efence Institute of
D
Advanced Technology,
Pune, a deemed university sup-
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day after US-based Gilead
A
Sciences said that antiviral
Remdesivir, in a trial, has been
found to have a positive effect
in diminishing the time for
recovery of the Covid-19
patients, India on Thursday
said that it is also examining the
drug as one of the protocols for
the contagion.
Lav Agar wal, Joint
Secretary at the Union Health
Ministry said that as of now,
there is no confirmed treatment protocol for Covid-19.
“Remdesivir is one protocol
which is being examined.
Even the study on Remdesivir
by National Institute of
Allerg y and Infectious
Diseases (NIAID) has not
conclusively proved its effectiveness. Waiting for larger
evidence, to take meaningful
action," he added.
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he National Investigation
Agency (NIA) has arrested
an overground worker of
Hizbul Mujahideen Tariq
Ahmed Mir in connection with
the case relating to Jammu
and Kashmir Deputy SP
Davinder Singh's alleged facilitation of safe passage to terrorists out of the Valley.
Mir hails from Shopian
district of Jammu and Kashmir
and said to be the lifeline for
logistic support for terror
groups in the Valley. Mir was
in touch with Singh before his
arrest and the former's questioning could lead further
unravel the nexus between the
police officer and the jehadi
tanzeems.
Arrest of Mir is the seventh
in the Davinder Singh case and
more arrests are likely in the

T
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case soon, official said.
Singh was arrested last
year along with three terrorists
who were being facilitated
movement out of the Valley to
the national capital before
being nabbed by the local
police.
Unhindered activities of
Singh and his deep-seated
nexus with the terror groups
have been a major failure and
concern for the Intelligence
agencies.
However, grilling of Mir is
expected to uncover the logistic chain of the terror groups
which in turn could help the
security forces in the operations
against the ultras.
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Remdesivir was originally developed as an Ebola treatment. It is an antiviral and
works by attacking an enzyme
that a virus needs in order to
replicate inside our cells.
The trial was run by the
US National Institute of
Allerg y and Infectious
Diseases (NIAID) and 1,063
people took part. S ome
patients were given the drug
while others received a placebo (dummy) treatment.
The US company had said
it is aware of positive data
emerging from the NIAID

study of the investigational
antiviral remdesivir for the
treatment of Covid-19.
NIAID is part of National
Institutes of Health, an agency
of the United States
Department of Health and
Human Services.
Gilead Sciences Inc. in a
statement had said, "We
understand that the trial has
met its primary endpoint and
that NIAID will provide
detailed information at an
upcoming briefing." It also
shared additional Remdesivir
data from the company''s
open-label Phase 3 SIMPLE
trial in patients with severe
Covid-19 disease.
The Phase 3 trial evaluated 5-day and 10-day dosing
durations of Remdesivir in
hospitalised patients with
severe manifestations of
Covid-19.
The study demonstrated

that patients receiving a 10day treatment course of
remdesivir achieved similar
improvement in clinical status
compared with those taking a
5-day treatment course.
Meanwhile, Agar wal,
responding to a query on
human trials in the process of
vaccine development, said
that multiple stages have to be
passed, to conclude safe and
efficacious use of a vaccine by
human beings. "As far as India
is concerned, we have identified Hydroxychloroquine to
begin with as a prophylaxis
treatment," he added.
Agarwal pointed out that
multiple organisations in the
government are engaged in
multiple vaccine trials for
Covid-19. "We are also part of
WHO''s Solidarity Trial. Some
candidate vaccines have been
identified. Nothing conclusive has come up," he said.
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n the wake of reports that
non-Covid patients including
persons with blood disorders
like haemophilia and thalassemia were facing difficulties
in availing medical facilities,
Union Health Minister Harsh
Vardhan on Thursday directed
all States and Union Territories
to ensure uninterrupted blood
donation and transfusion services for people with blood disorders and advised all health
facilities to remain functional
for the benefit of the people.
In a letter to his counterparts in States and Union
Territories, Dr Harsh Vardhan
asked them to ensure that nonCOVID health services were
available.
Also “denial of critical services like dialysis, blood transfusion, chemotherapy and
institutional deliveries to regular patients will not be acceptable,” he said.
States
and
Union
Territories are advised that as

I

per the guidelines issued by the
Ministry of Home Affairs, all
health services should remain
functional during the lockdown period.
The movement of service
providers may be facilitated,
especially for those working in
the private sector.
The Health Ministers are
also advised to ensure quick
resolution of grievances on
denial of critical services especially on account of insistence
on testing, said the Minister.
Meanwhile,
Joint
Secretary, Health, Lav Agarwal
said at a routine presser here
that that the concept of social
distancing will stay even after
lockdown is lifted.
"From the Health Ministry
side, we are very clear that we
have to ensure that the concept
of physical distancing is adapted as behavioural change in our
day to day life so that we can
break the chain of transmission. It is equally important to
focus on containment measures," he said.
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ahavir International (MI),
a non-religious social serM
vice organisation, has provided ready-to-eat food packets to
over 3,50,000 people and 98,
000 packs of dry ration kits of
10 KG each consisting of rice,
wheat flour (atta), daal and
other food ingredients totalling
to about 980 tonnes during the
nationwide lockdown amid
coronavirus pandemic.
According to a statement
issued by its international president, Vir Shanti Kumar Jain,
MI has also provided 2,50,000
face masks across the country
as well as 65000 hand sanitizer bottles to the people and
Covid warriors.
This apart, members and
centres of MI contributed Rs.
71,81,000 to PM CARES fund
and C17,99,100 to Chief
Minister and District
Administration Funds till date.
r every day from the day lock
down started,” Jain added.
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Chennai: Tamil Nadu on
Thursday reported 161 persons
testing positive for Coronavirus
taking the State’s total tally
to 2,323.
Out the 161 cases from 11
districts, 138 were from
Chennai taking the city’s tally
to 906. In a statement issued
here, the Health Department
also said that the total number
children in the age group 0-12
who are Covid-19 patients
stands at 142.
A total of 48 Covid-19
patients were discharged from
various hospitals in the State
taking the total number Covid19 cured to 1,258.
The number of active cases
is at 1,035.
According to the statement, the total number of samples tested on Thursday was
9,787, taking the tally till date
to 119,748.
With the Covid-19 patients
increasing in the State capital,
the
Greater
Chennai
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Corporation has threatened to
seal business units for three
months if they didn’t follow
social distancing norms and
other regulations to curb
spread of coronavirus.
According
to
Commissioner G Prakash, special teams would be formed to
ensure following of social distancing norms to curb coronavirus infection.
The corporation will
deploy resources in a focussed
manner and a separate team for
containment zone manage-

ment has been set up. The
essentials for people in the
containment zone will be provided. Whereever water supply
was an issue, water tanks would
be installed, he said.
According to him, around
1,250 samples are being tested
a day and the number will be
raised to 2,000 a day. There are
22,000 beds quarantine facility in the state.
For admitting the mild
cases, another 22,000-bed quarantine facility will be readied in
15 days.
IANS

Kanpur Dehat (UP): A coronavirus positive patient on
Thursday attempted suicide
by drinking sanitiser in Sarsaul
isolation centre in Kanpur
Dehat in Uttar Pradesh.
The youth has been admitted to the Hallett hospital in
Kanpur in a critical condition.
According to reports, the
youth is a resident of Jharkhand
and had been intercepted by
the police two days ago. He was
made to undergo medical
screening and tested positive
for corona after which he was
put in the isolation ward on
Thursday morning.
Hours later, the youth
drank the sanitiser and his
condition started deteriorating.
Meanwhile, Hallett hospital chief medical superintendent Prof R K Maurya said that
the condition of the youth was
critical.
Sarsaul community health

centre superintendent S L
Varma said that it was still not
known how the youth came to
Kanpur Dehat though he had
said that he was working in
Maharashtra and was going to
his home state.

.HUDODW\FRRQFRPPLWVVXLFLGHLQ'XEDL
:D<0A274;;0??0=Q :>278

oy Arakkal, the Dubai-based
54-year-old oil tycoon from
JKerala’s
Wynadu district committed suicide on April 23 in the
Business Bay of the oil kingdom.
Joy, a philanthropist shot into
fame following his decision to
build houses for those who lost
everything in the 2018 floods in
Waynadu district. Matters India,
a Church sponsored news portal had reported that Hoy had

died of a massive heart attack far
away from home in Dubai. But
the Dubai Police announced on
Thursday that the business
baron committed suicide by
jumping from his 14th floor
office building in Business Bay.
Joy had hogged the limelight
when he built a 40,000 sq ft
palace in Wayanadu, described
as Kerala’s biggest house. Joy was
the managing director of petrochemical trading giant Innova
Refining and Trading FZE.

Dubai-based media attribute
the suicide to financial crisis
faced by Joy over the last couple
of months.
According to an auditor
based in Dubai, Joy’s company
is engaged in trading and reprocessing of petroleum and petrochemical products. With refineries in Sharjah and Ras al
Khaimah in the UAE and
Dammam in Saudi Arabia, the
firm has been supplying lubricants to automobiles, industries
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aharashtra Chief Minister
Udhav Thackeray on
Thursday set into motion the
process of movement of 6.5
lakh migrant workers staying at
various labour camps, to their
respective states, by releasing
the Standard Operating
Procedure (SOP) and appointing three senior officers to
coordinate the efforts.
A day after the Ministry of
Home Affairs (MHA) issued
order to State/UTs to facilitate
Inter-State movement of
stranded people including
migrants in the country, the
chief minister tweeted: “Due to
the lockdown, migrant workers, pilgrims, tourists, students
and other persons are stranded at different places. They
would be allowed to move as
per the conditions in the
attached Standard Operating
Procedure (SOP)”
As part of the SOP, the
Maharashtra government
appointed Additional chief
Secretary (Revenue) Nitin
Kareer, Principal Secretary
(Women and Child Welfare)
Idzes Kundan and Director of
State Disaster Management
Abhay Yawalkar to coordinate
the movement of migrant
workers to their respective
states.
Among other things, the
State government has appointed all district collectors as
nodal authorities for receiving
and sending such stranded
persons between the states and
union territories and also within Maharashtra.

M

“The Nodal Authority shall
register the stranded persons
within their district and submit
a detailed list to collector of the
district to which those persons
desire to travel, with a copy to
the respective state nodal officer,” the SOP stated
“For Inter-state movement,
the sending and receiving
States/UTs shall consult each
other and mutually agree to the
movement by road as also the
schedule,” the SOP pointed
out.
The SOP made it clear
that no movement shall be
permitted into the state of
Maharashtra unless the group
of persons has obtained the letter from the appropriate district
collector or the director, State
Disaster
Management.
“Similarly no group shall be
allowed to leave unless they
have an appropriate from the
receiving
State/District
Authority,” the SOP added.
The Centre’s decision to
permit the Maharashtra government to send back the
migrant workers staying in
various parts of the state, to
their respective home states followed the Uddhav Thackeray’s
efforts to mount pressure on
the Union government to give
a go-ahead to state to send back
the migrants to their states.
Uddhav had raised the migrant
workers’ movement issue with
the Prime Minister Narendra
Modi at the two previous meetings that the latter had with
various chief ministers in the
country to review the continued lockdown across the country.

On April 23, two days after
Maharashtra chief minister
Uddhav Thackeray reiterated
his demand for the Centre
running special trains “to
ensure that migrant labour
from other States can return
home”, deputy chief minister
Ajit Pawar upped the ante by
urging Railway Minister Piyush
Goytal to make necessary
arrangements in advance to
run special trains to accommodate “all such restless
labourers” so that “there is no
law and order problem at railway stations in Maharashtra”.
In his letter to Goyal, Pawar
wrote: “As Maharashtra is a
leading industrial state and
having highest construction
activities, a large number of
informal labourers particularly migrated from Uttar
Pradesh, Bihar and other
northern states are working in
these sectors”.
“Due COVID-19 lockdown, about 6.5 lakh migrants
are staying in respective labour
camps in Maharashtra and the
state government is providing
daily food and health services
to them. In addition to this,
almost equal number of
labourers are being provided
with food by various NGOs
and social organisations,”
Pawar said,.
Earlier on the night of
April 21, the chief minister’s
office (CMO) Maharashtra had
tweeted: “CM Uddhav
Balasaheb Thackeray has reiterated his demand for special
trains to ensure that migrant
labour from other States can
return home. He has
demanded to the Hon’ble
Prime Minister & the
Railway Ministry that guidelines about this to be issued by
April-end”.
“Approximately 6 lakh
migrant labours are being provided with food, shelter &
medical assistance in relief
camps
setup
across
Maharashtra
by
the
Government. However, in such
times staying away from their
homes & families is taking a toll
on them,” the CMO tweeted.
“If
the
Central
Government is anticipating a
rise in the transmission of the
virus between April 30 and
May 15, then it must consider
if it can utilise the time at hand
to arrange for special trains to
send them back home and
issue guidelines about this by
April-end,” the CMO added. It
may be recalled that on April
18, the chief minister had
assured the migrant labourers
settled in the state that he was
in touch with the Centre and he
was confident that “in the next
few days, some solution would
be found for their problems”.

and ships. It also got terminal
operations – storage and handling of bulk cargo to be transported by road tanks and ships
– with four storage facilities
Sharjah, Dubai and Dammam.
Joy was in the news in 2019
when the UAE Government
conferred him with a ten-year
Gold Card Visa. Arakkal Palace,
the 45,000 sq ft house he built in
Wayandu is a visual wonder
which had been featured by
national and international TV

channels.
Father Joshy Valiplackal, an
associate of Joy Arakkal, said he
had taken 40 percent shares and
served as a director of Wam Tea,
a company promoted by the
Congregation of St Theresa
priests to help 500 small tea
growers of Wayanad. “He also
had plans to set up a large poultry farming project for the needy
people of the area,” the priest
said. The tycoon is survived by
wife and two sons.
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he controversial death audit
T
committee formed by the
Bengal Government has come
out with specific guidelines
for issuing death certificates in
suspected corona related cases.
According to the new
guideline the certificate must
contain the “immediate,”
“antecedent,” and “underlying
causes” of the death, State
Chief Secretary Rajiva Sinha
said on Thursday claiming 77
out of the 105 deaths were triggered by other serious ailments. Co-morbidity hastened
their deaths, he said implying
there by that Bengal had so far
witnessed 33 deaths where
corona virus was the sole factor of the death.
Bengal witnessed 37 new
corona cases in the past 24
hours, Sinha said adding 50
people were discharged from
hospitals in the past one day
“leaving 572 active cases in the
state.” The State had witnessed
33 deaths with 11 people succumbing to the disease in the
past one day, he said. The
State which currently had 13
functional laboratories had
tested 14,620 people out of
which 1,397 people were tested in the past 24 hours, he
maintained adding 10,773 people were in home quarantine
and 5288 had been had been
kept in government quarantine
facilities.
Under attack from the
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ubimal (Chuni) Goswami
the football legend and one of
India’s greatest sportsmen —
who not only led the country in
soccer, winning gold medals in
Asian Games but also played
first-class cricket scoring centuries against the likes of West
Indian fast bowler Roy Gilchrist
—passed away on Thursday
evening.
The iconic sportsman who
was suffering from diabetes,
prostrate and kidney ailments
suffered two successive cardiac
attacks that caused his death, his
doctors said. He was 82 and is
survived by his wife Basanti and
son Sudipto.
His death comes within a
month of another soccer legend
and his team mate PK Goswami
who too was a magical footballer
in his own right. Arguably the
most successful Indian football
captain under whom India won
Gold in 1962 Asian Games and
finished runner-up in 1964
Asian Cup and narrowly lost
Merdeka football cup played 50
matches for India scoring 7
goals.
His sheer class bought him

an invite to play for the
Tottenham Hotspur Football
Club which played in London
Premier League. Hew however
declined the offer and remained
associated throughout his life
with Mohun Bagan Football
Club. He was also proficient
player of hockey and tennis.
The iconic sportsperson,
who also played first-class cricket for Bengal, was 82 and
breathed his last at a hospital
here. He is survived by his wife
Basanti and son Sudipto.
As a cricket he played 46
first-class matches taking 47
wickets and hitting a number of
centuries. He missed the Indian
cap by a whisker in the 1960s
when he led Bengal to the Ranji
Trophy finals.
“I consider him among the
three biggest footballers India
had ever produced alongside PK
Banerjee, and Balram,” said
Bidesh Bose another India footballer of the 1970s. Shyam
Thapa another football legend
said “Chuni da was the best
alround sportsman who played
all the fourbig games but also an
actor to have acted in films.”
He was born on January 15
1938 in Kishoreganj district .
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MK President MK Stalin
on Thursday urged the
D
Government to announce its
decision on relaxing or extending the lockdown in advance
rather than waiting for the last
minute.
In a statement issued here,
he said the second lockdown
period is coming to an end on
May 3 and people are anxious
to know whether it would be
extended/lifted or lifted gradually.
Stalin said it is the duty of
the people to abide by the
Central/state Government’s
decision to prevent the spread
of Coronavirus.
He said people are confined to their homes for 35 days
and the Central and state governments
should
announce their decision fast
taking into consideration their
livelihood.

opposition parties for subjecting certificates of death for
corona patients to a final decision from the designated death
audit committee, Bengal
Government also proffered justification behind the formation
of the said committee saying
the death audit panel had
helped not only understand the
trends of the disease but also
facilitated line of treatment. In
days to come the studies conducted by the committee could
prove helpful in a systematic
analysis of the disease.
Deliberating on the repatriation of migrant labours
stuck up in various states the
Chief Secretary said that things
would have to be done in a
phased and planned manner so
that there was no chaos created at the borders.
“The Government is clear
on its stand that no one will be
allowed into the 444 containment zones inside the state in
which case those who may be
allowed to return in hordes
could land in trouble as they
will not be able to reach their
home if that falls in the containment zones,” he said adding
“a planning will have to be
done for such a big exercise.”
The Government will also

want the workers returning
home to be tested at the source
of their journey. Besides they
will also be tested when they
enter Bengal, the official said.
Meanwhile, though there
was no direct word from the
State Government sources said
Chief Minister Mamata
Banerjee had expressed
anguish over the opening up of
the Indo-Bangladesh border
for trade.
Border trade started from
Thursday at Petrapol and
Benapol borders sources said.
Notwithstanding the concern expressed by the Chief
Minister over the way the borders were opened for trade
without taking the State
Government into consideration
local sources said the hundreds
of trucks and their drivers
stranded on both sides of the
border would not be allowed to
enter the respective countries.
“Truck-to-Truck loading
and unloading is taking place
at the “zero point” with the
clearing under the supervision of the clearing agents,” a
local source said adding the
drivers and other staff of the
either countries will not be
allowed to enter the respective
countries.
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on Thursday scored a
‘big zero’ in the long list of posJitiveammu
cases while Kashmir valley
reported 33 fresh cases of
Coronavirus taking the final
tally to 614 cases in the Union
Territory of Jammu& Kashmir.
Instead of declaring Jammu
COVID free, twitter handle of
the office of Deputy
Commissioner, Jammu sounded
a word of caution to all the Covid
warriors to continue working on
the ground zero. The message
clearly stated, “All the reported
26 positive cases from the district
have recovered. It’s indicative of
being on the right course, nevertheless declaring the district
COVID free, will be premature.
Need to carry this forward
proactively, with caution”.
Meanwhile, spokesman of
the Jammu and Kashmir government, Rohit Kansal in a separate press briefing in Jammu
said, “a total number of 33 persons tested Positive in Kashmir

Valley while 24 patients recovered and discharged from different hospitals.
He said, though Jammu and
Kashmir was performing reasonably well but there was no
room for complacency at this
stage. He said, “at present we are
testing around 1800 samples
per day and in the next couple
of days we will cross the barrier
of 2000 tests to implement our
strategy of adopting aggressive
testing across red-zone areas of
various hot spot districts”.
According to daily media
bulletin, out of 614 positive
cases, 390 are active positive. 384
are from Kashmir and 6 from
different districts of Jammu
region. At present, two cases are
active in Udhampur, one each in
Kathua, Ramban, Reasi and
Rajouri districts. In Kashmir
valley, 12 cases were reported
from Anantnag, 11 from
Baramulla, 04 from Kulgam, 02
from Srinagar, 02 from
Pulwama, 01 from Budgam 01,
from Shopian.
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Bengaluru: Thirty new Covid
positive cases surfaced in
Karnataka, raising the State’s
tally to 565, an official said on
Thursday.
“As of 5 p.m. Thursday,
cumulatively 565 Covid positive
cases have been confirmed in
0\^]VcWT]TfRPbTb #PaT
\T]P]S %PaTf^\T]P]S
X]R[dSTbXgRWX[SaT]QT[^f %

the state, this includes 21 deaths
and 229 discharges,” said a
health official.
Thirteen Covid patients
have been discharged, taking
the total to 229.
Among the new cases, 14
are men and 16 are women, and
include six children below 16.
Of the 30 new cases, 27 are
contacts of earlier cases while
two more are suffering from
Severe Acute Respiratory
Infection (SARI) and another
woman with Influenza Like
Illness (ILI).
Belagavi contributed 14
cases, followed by Bengaluru
with 10, Vijayapura, two,
Dakshina Kannada, Tumakuru,
Kalaburagi and Davanagere,
with one each.
IANS

district was killed in heavy
shelling from across of the line
of control by Pakistan Army on
Thursday.
According to ground
reports, “the family members
were preparing for Iftaar when

sources said. The dead body of
the deceased youth could not be
shifted to a nearby hospital due
to continuous shelling in the area
till late evening.
Jammu based Defence
Spokesman, Lt Col Devender

trict”. He said, Indian army retaliated befittingly.
Confirming the death of a
civilian in the fresh incident of
firing,
Deputy
Commissioner,Poonch Rahul
Yadav said, “a class 12th student

Rashid of Tain Mankote.
Since the beginning of holy
month of Ramzan, there has
been no let up from the Pakistani
side in violating ceasefire agreement along the LoC.
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Dahanu court on Thursday extended
the police custody of 101 accused in
A
the much-discussed Palghar incident in
which two Sadhus and one driver were
killed by a mob of villagers on April 16,
till May 14.
After their custody ended on Friday,
the accused were produced before judicial
magistrate O B Kulkarni, who remanded
them in custody for two more weeks.
Of the total 110 accused who had been
booked under IPC Section 307 (attempt to
murder) and 353 (deterring government
servant from performing his duty) for
assaulting cops and damaging their vehicle, there were nine minors.
The nine minors in the case will continue remain in the Bhiwandi Children
Remand Home.
It may be recalled that on the night of
April 16, three persons were lynched by a

?0;670A ;H=278=6
200-strong mob of villagers near Kasa town
in Maharashtra’s Palghar district on suspicion that they were thieves.
The villagers first hurled stones at the
van, prompting the driver to stop the vehicle. Later, they pulled three persons out of
the vehicle and beat them to death in
Gadhchinchale village on DabhadiKhanwel road, with sticks and rods.
The deceased ---identified as Chikne
Maharaj Kalpavrukshagiri (70), Sushilgiri
Maharaj (35) and driver Nilesh Telgade
(30) were travelling to Surat. Of them one
was the diver, while two are residents of
Kandivli in north Mumbai. The place
where the incident took place is approximately 120 km from Mumbai.
After the incident, thee Kasa police
had registered three FIRs in connection
with the lynching and assault on police-

men. All the accused had been arrested a
day after the ghastly crime.
In the first FIR, the police had charged
110 accused with murder under IPC
Section 302. The court sent them to judicial custody in this case. \
In the second FIR, the 110 accused
were booked under IPC Section 307
(attempt to murder) and 353 (deterring
government servant from performing his
duty) for assaulting cops and damaging
their vehicle.
Meanwhile, three police officials of the
Kasa Police Station in Palghar, have been
suspended in connection with the incident.
These comprised: two Head Constables
and one Assistant Sub Inspector.
In a related development, the Bombay
High Court has – while hearing a Public
Interest Litigation (PIL) filed in the
Palghar lynching case --issued a notice to
the CBI and Maharashtra government
seeking a response within two weeks.
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+RVSLWDOVDUHWXUQLQJDZD\VHULRXVSDWLHQWVZLWKRWKHU
FRQGLWLRQVEHFDXVHWKH\GRQ¶WKDYHD&29,'IUHHFHUWLILFDWH
LWKDGHDWKUDWHUDQJLQJEHWZHHQ
DQGILYH SHUFHQWLQWKHZRUVWFDVH
VFHQDULRWKH&RURQDYLUXVSDQGHP
LFKDVXVDOOKXQNHULQJGRZQLQRXUKRPHV
ZLWK WKH PHGLFDO IUDWHUQLW\ SULPHG LQ EDWWOH
PRGH7RWKHH[WHQWWKDWDOORWKHUSDWLHQWVDUH
EHLQJWROGWRVWD\DZD\IURPKRVSLWDOVDQGXVH
WHOHPHGLFLQH IDFLOLWLHV LQVWHDG %XW QRZ DQ
H[WHQGHGORFNGRZQDQGWKHIHDURIFRQWDPL
QDWLRQPHDQWKDWHPHUJHQF\URRPVDWPRVW
KRVSLWDOVDUHWXUQLQJFULWLFDOFDUHSDWLHQWVDZD\
XQOHVV WKH\ KDYH D &29,'IUHH FHUWLILFDWH
ZKLFKFDQWDNHGD\VWRFRPH+RZHYHUEHIRUHWKH&RURQDYLUXVUHDUHGLWVXJO\
KHDGLQ&KLQDDQGVXEVHTXHQWO\LQ,QGLDDZKRSSLQJPLOOLRQSHRSOHLQWKLV
FRXQWU\ ZHUHG\LQJHDFK\HDUGXHWR1RQ&RPPXQLFDEOH'LVHDVHV 1&'V DV
LQGLFDWHGE\D:RUOG+HDOWK2UJDQLVDWLRQ :+2 UHSRUW6RQRZZHDOVR
KDYHWRWKLQNRIWKHPLOOLRQVRISDWLHQWVZKRWLOOQRZPDGHXSWKHGLVHDVHEXU
GHQRIWKHQDWLRQ&DQFHUKHDUWUHVSLUDWRU\GLVHDVHVGLDEHWHVPDODULD7%GHQJXH
VWURNHUHQDOGLVHDVHVHQGRFULQHDQGLQIHFWLRXVGLVHDVHVWRQDPHDIHZKDYH
QRWGLVDSSHDUHGRYHUQLJKW7KH\DUHVWLOOYHU\PXFKLQWKHFRXQWU\SHRSOHDUH
VXIIHULQJDQG\HVWKH\DUHG\LQJIURPWKHP%XWDUHWKH\EHLQJWUHDWHG")RU
LQVWDQFHODVWPRQWKSULYDWHKRVSLWDOVLQ9L]LDQDJDUDPVWRSSHGQHZDGPLVVLRQV
RI QRQ&RURQD SDWLHQWV DQG GLVFKDUJHG PDQ\ LQKRVSLWDO RQHV 2XW 3DWLHQW
'HSDUWPHQWV 23'V WRRZHUHQRQIXQFWLRQDODVPDQ\GRFWRUVDQGVWDIIVKRZHG
OLWWOHRUQRLQWHUHVWLQH[WHQGLQJWKHLUVHUYLFHV7KH*RYHUQPHQWLWVHOIKDVDVNHG
KRVSLWDOVWRVWRS23'VDQGHOHFWLYHRUQRQHPHUJHQF\VXUJHULHV$VDUHVXOW
SULYDWHKRVSLWDOVDURXQG,QGLDDUHUHSRUWLQJDVKDUSGURSLQIRRWIDOO³DVKLJK
DVSHUFHQWWRSHUFHQWVD\VD),&&,VWXG\0DQ\SDWLHQWVZKRZHUHDLO
LQJIURPGLVHDVHVRWKHUWKDQWKHYLUXVZHUHHYLFWHGIURPWKHLUURRPVDWVRPH
KRVSLWDOVDVZHOO6RZKDWRIWKHSOLJKWRIQRQ&29,'SDWLHQWV":KDWRIWKHSHR
SOHZKRKDYHEHHQGLDJQRVHGZLWKFDQFHUDQGKDYHWUDYHOOHGWRPHWURSROLWDQ
FLWLHVWRVHHNWUHDWPHQW"$UHWKH\WREHOHIWWRGLHDQGWKHLUUHODWLYHVZKRDFFRP
SDQLHGWKHPOHIWLIWKHOXUFKIRUFHGWRIHQGIRUWKHPVHOYHVDPLGDQDWLRQZLGH
ORFNGRZQ"2UHYHQLIWKH\EHORQJWRWKHFLW\ZKHUHWKHKRVSLWDOLVORFDWHGZKDW
RIWKHLUWUDXPD"$UHWKH\EHLQJORRNHGDIWHUWKHLUWUHDWPHQWFRQWLQXLQJ"
VDZPLOOLRQQHZFDVHVRIWXEHUFXORVLVGLDJQRVHGLQ,QGLD7KH
SUHGLFDPHQWRIWKHVHSDWLHQWVFRXQWOHVVRIZKRPZRXOGEHRQWUHDWPHQWDW'276
GLUHFWO\REVHUYHGWUHDWPHQWVKRUWFRXUVH FHQWUHVDQGDGGLWLRQDOO\DWKRVSLWDO
23'VZKLFKDUHFXUUHQWO\HLWKHUFORVHGGRZQRUGLIILFXOWWRUHDFKEHFDXVHRI
WKHULJLGWLPHOLPLWDWLRQLVXQLPDJLQDEOH7KHUHVXUJHQFHRI7%³PXOWLSOHGUXJ
UHVLVWDQW7%³EHFDXVHRIQRWIROORZLQJWUHDWPHQWFRQYHQWLRQVLVQRWDEOH,WLV
VLJQLILFDQWWKDWWKHZHOOEHLQJRI7%SDWLHQWVGXULQJWKHORFNGRZQLVPRQLWRUHG
7KHGUHDGRI&RURQDYLUXVDQGWKHUHTXLUHPHQWIRULVRODWLRQPXVWQRWVWRSLQGL
YLGXDOVIURPJHWWLQJWUHDWPHQWIRUQRQ&29,'PHGLFDOHPHUJHQFLHV%RWKWKH
*RYHUQPHQWDQGWKHKRVSLWDODGPLQLVWUDWRUVPXVWXQGHUVWDQGWKDWSHRSOHDUH
UXVKLQJWRKRVSLWDOVRQO\ZKHQWKHVFHQDULRLVEH\RQGUHGHPSWLRQ$OVRVLQFH
DOOWKHKRVSLWDOVDQGQXPHURXVVPDOOHUFOLQLFVDUHVKXWDVLJQLILFDQWO\KLJKQXP
EHURISDWLHQWVZLWKFDUGLDFQHXURVWURNHJDVWURGLDEHWLFDQGRUWKRSDHGLFFRP
SOLFDWLRQVDUHJHWWLQJ]HURRUGHOD\HGLQWHUYHQWLRQWKDWZLOOSURORQJWKHUHFRYHU\
SURFHVV:KLOHWKH30·VLGHDRIFODSSLQJDQGFODQJLQJRIXWHQVLOVWRUHFRJQLVH
WKHHIIRUWVRIWKRVHILJKWLQJWKHEDWWOHDJDLQVW&29,'ZDVDQREOHRQHWKH
RQJURXQGUHDOLW\VWLOODSSHDUVWREHJULPDQGGLVDSSRLQWLQJ'RFWRUVKDYHEHHQ
DVVDXOWHGE\FLWL]HQVDVZHOODVSROLFHIRUFHVIRU¶EUHDNLQJWKHUXOHVRIWKHORFN
GRZQ·ZKLOHWU\LQJWRUHDFKWKHLUUHVSHFWLYHZRUNSODFHVWRFRQWLQXHVHUYLQJSDWLHQWV
$WWKLVPRPHQWWKHQRLVHFUHDWHGE\WKHFODQJLQJXWHQVLOVLVWKHODVWWKLQJPHG
LFDOSURIHVVLRQDOVZDQW,QVWHDGGHPDQGVDUHEHLQJPDGHIRUEHWWHUKDUGZDUH
DQG3HUVRQDO3URWHFWLYH(TXLSPHQW 33( 6RFLDOGLVWDQFLQJLVDEDVLFVWHSWR
FKHFNWKHVSUHDGRIWKHLQIHFWLRQ<HWWKHORFNGRZQFRXOGKDYHEHHQH[HFXWHG
ZLWKPRUHWKRXJKWIRUSHRSOHDOUHDG\VXIIHULQJIURPYDULRXVDLOPHQWV7KHKHDOWK
FDUHPDFKLQHU\RIDFRXQWU\RXJKWQRWWREHGHFLGHGE\LWVUHDFWLRQWRDSHVWL
OHQFHEXWE\LWVSURPLVHWRVDYHOLYHVLQWKHORQJKDXO$IXOO\IXQFWLRQDOKHDOWK
FDUHV\VWHPIUDPHZRUNZRXOGKDYHEHHQKHOSIXOLQFULVHVVXFKDVWKHVH6R
ZHKDYHWRWDNHVWRFNRIZKDWZHDUHGRLQJ$UHZHH[FKDQJLQJRQHGLVHDVH
EXUGHQIRUDQRWKHUDQGLJQRULQJWKHFKURQLFSUHH[LVWLQJRQHWKHUHE\PDNLQJ
,QGLDDVLFNHUQDWLRQWKDQLWZDVEHIRUH",WLVWLPHZHJRWDELWUHDO
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&29,'LVQ¶WWKHRQO\FKDOOHQJHIRU-RKQVRQ7KH%ULWLVK
30QHHGVWRUHVROYHWUDGHWDONVZLWKWKH(XURSHDQ8QLRQ

%

DUHO\WKUHHZHHNVDJRZKHQWKHFUXHO
&RURQDYLUXVKDGLQIHFWHG%ULWLVK3ULPH
0LQLVWHU%RULV-RKQVRQWKUHDWHQLQJKLV
OLIHDQGSXWWLQJWKHHQWLUHFRXQWU\LWVSHRSOH
DQGWKH*RYHUQPHQWRQWHQWHUKRRNVQRQHKDG
H[SHFWHGWKDWKHZRXOGERXQFHEDFN%XWKH
GLG$QGQRZKHLVSURXGIDWKHURIDER\ZLWK
KLVSDUWQHU&DUULH6\PRQGV$OOWKLVPXVWKDYH
VXUHO\PDGHKLPIRUJHWWKHUROOHUFRDVWHUULGH
KHKDGWRJRWKURXJKODVWPRQWKLQKRVSLWDO
RQO\WKUHHPRQWKVDIWHUKHVHFXUHGDUHVRXQG
LQJSHUVRQDOPDQGDWHIURPD%UH[LWZHDU\HOHF
WRUDWH-RKQVRQWKRXJKLVQRWWKHILUVW30WRKDYHDFKLOGZKLOHLQRIILFHKLV
SUHGHFHVVRUV'DYLG&DPHURQDQG7RQ\%ODLUWRRH[SHULHQFHGIDWKHUKRRGZKLOH
EHLQJLQWKHFKDLU0D\EH-RKQVRQZLOOQHHGWRERUURZSDWHUQLW\GULOOVIURPWKHLU
ERRN/LNHWKHPKHWRRZRXOGILQGLWGLIILFXOWWRDFKLHYHDEDODQFHEHWZHHQZRUN
DQGIDPLO\OLIHHVSHFLDOO\LQWKHVHWRXJKWLPHVZKHQWKHZRUOGDVDOVRKLVFRXQ
WU\LVIDFLQJWKHGDUNHVWPRPHQWLQKLVWRU\,W·VDQRWKHUPDWWHUWKDWERWK&DPHURQ
DQG%ODLUZHUHDEOHWRFRPSDUWPHQWDOLVHWKHLUIDPLOLDODQGRIILFLDOGXWLHV%XWWKH
VDPHFDQQRWEHVDLGRI-RKQVRQ:KDWGRZHGRZLWKKLVXQGHQLDEOHYLJRXU
DQGHQHUJ\ZKLFKGHILQHPRVWRIKLVSROLWLFDOLGHQWLW\DQGDSSHDO"7KRXJKKH
KDVPDGHLWFOHDUWKDWKHZRXOGEHSRVWSRQLQJWKHSDWHUQLW\OHDYHXQWLOWKHHQG
RIWKH\HDUIRUWKDWWRKDSSHQWKHUXOHVQHHGWREHEHQWIRUWKH3ULPH0LQLVWHU
DVRIILFLDOFRGHVFDOOIRUWKHOHDYHWRHQGZLWKLQGD\VRIFKLOGELUWK
2IILFLDOVFRPPLWPHQWVDVLGHWKRXJK-RKQVRQKDVEHHQDURXQGWKHIDWKHU
KRRGFRXUVHPDQ\WLPHV³PD\EHILYHVL[RUHYHQPRUH³WRH[SHFWWKDWDQ\
DVSHFWRIKLVOLIHZLOOEHQRUPDOHYHQIDWKHUKRRGLQWKHVHWLPHVLVLUUDWLRQDO
2YHU  %ULWRQV KDYH GLHG GXH WR WKH &29,' SDQGHPLF WKDQNV WR WKH
*RYHUQPHQW·VHDUO\GLOO\GDOO\LQJDSSURDFKDQG´KHUGLPPXQLW\µH[SHULPHQWV
(YHQQRZLWLVIHDUHGWKDW%ULWDLQPD\IDFHWKHVHFRQGZDYHRIWKHGLVHDVHDQG
DFFRXQWIRUWKHZRUVWIDWDOLW\UDWHLQ(XURSH&29,'LVQ·WWKHRQO\FKDOOHQJH
IRU-RKQVRQ(YHQDVWKH*RYHUQPHQWLVFXUUHQWO\ILJKWLQJWKHPRVWSUHVVLQJFUL
VLVWKHUHDUHWKHIDOWHULQJWUDGHWDONVZLWKWKH(XURSHDQ8QLRQWKDWQHHGUHVROX
WLRQ7KH%UH[LWJKRVWZLOOFRPHWRKDXQWKLPRQFHDJDLQ)DWKHUDQG3ULPH0LQLVWHU
-RKQVRQKDVDWRXJKMREDKHDG
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t was an adage about Hindi films in the
1970s and 1980s that the police always
arrived in the end. There seemed to be
a re-run of it in real life when Delhi Police
personnel reached the Nizamuddin Markaz
mosque on Sunday, March 29, as part of the
COVID evacuation exercise, several days
after the Tablighi Jamaat event (March 1315) had concluded and many of the participants had departed to various parts of the
country. Attendees took home not only the
message of reverting to true Islam but many
also carried the strain of the Novel
Coronavirus. The rest stayed back in the
enormous six-floor dormitory of the
Markaz mosque before being caught up in
the lockdown.
The evacuation lasted for 72-odd hours
involving police personnel, medical and
administrative officials and staff members
from the Delhi Transport Corporation. But
it was the National Security Advisor (NSA),
Ajit Doval, who stole the media thunder with
his presence. Why does the NSA need to visit
the spot like a superintendent of police is not
clear. One does not expect any bonhomie
between the nationalist “superhero” of intelligence and the Tablighis, who fell to disrepute. It might be his signature style. Had he
not visited the scene during the Nepal earthquake, the Kashmir lockdown or even the
riots in Delhi? However, one wonders
whether the Government did not possess any
advance information on the Nizamuddin
gathering? Why was the event, which drew
participation from COVID-affected nations
like Malaysia and Indonesia, allowed to take
place in the first place? It appears that international participants were permitted to
enter India without proper screening, let
alone sending them into quarantine. This
failure led to a flare-up in COVID infection.
Though the conduct of the event antedated the beginning of the lockdown period, there were hardly any prohibitory orders
(from the Delhi Government) on any political, cultural, social or religious gathering,
comprising more than 200 people. It was later
hardened to a gathering of more than 50 people, before being completely prohibited. Were
the intelligence and law enforcing agencies
completely clueless about what was going on?
It is difficult to believe that his large congregation of more than 3,000 people was
organised without seeking any permission.
Neither the Central or the Delhi Government
has accused the gathering as patently illegal.
In non-COVID times, the event would have
passed off peacefully without raising eyebrows.
The event has actually exposed another kind of intelligence failure. Our security
apparatus is more obsessed with Islamic terrorist organisations like the Lashkar-eTaiyabba, the Jaish-e-Mohammed, the
Harkat ul Mujahideen, the Islamic State and
Al Qaeda, among others because of their
offensive and disruptive activities. These
organisations recruit full-time activists
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(Mujahideen), who indulge in
terrorist activities with the use of
explosives and weapons.
By doing no such thing, the
Tablighi Jamaat escaped the
security radar. It is a huge global missionary network that does
not recruit fighters but works
peacefully. It does not target the
non-Muslims in any manner. Its
focus is only on nominal or
lapsed Muslims, whom it seeks
to enliven with true faith of
Islam. The Tablighis insist that
preaching must be done face to
face and that intellectualism
and arguments are irrelevant
when it comes to influencing
lives. For them, what counts
more is a meeting of hearts. No
wonder, the Tablighi Jamaat has
no digital presence like the
Darul-Uloom of Deoband or the
Darul Uloom Nadwatul Ulama
of Lucknow.
Its agenda is actually more
penetrative. More than a decade
ago, the Tablighi Jamaat was in
the news for Islamisation of
Pakistan’s cricket team.
Cricketers like Inzamam-ulHaq, Saeed Anwar and Shahid
Afridi became devout Muslims
by visibly growing beards. While
Pakistan is an Islamic republic,
its cricketers, recruited from
urban nurseries, were mostly
urbane and suave sportsmen till
then. In the 1980s and early 90s,
before ODIs became a year-long
activity, many Pakistani cricketers played in British county
cricket. Even the Islamisation of
Pakistan under Zia-ul-Haq had

left them unimpressed.
What Zia could not do with
his policies and laws in the
1980s, the Tablighi Jamaat
achieved with its proselytising
activities in the first decade of the
millennium. Yousuf Youhana,
Pakistan’s former vice-captain,
thanks to the Tablighi’s activities
inside Pakistani cricket squad,
became convinced that “Islam is
the best religion.” He adopted
Islam, accompanied by a change
of name to Mohammed Yusuf,
whereas his wife Tania became
Fatima. As a Muslim, he grew a
long beard and piously hoped
that if every non-Muslim accepted Islam in Pakistan, the country could become the land of the
pure, literally. That is the power
of the Tablighi Jamaat.
The “Islamisation” of the
Pakistani cricket team is illustrative of what Muhammad Ilyas
Kandhlawi (1885-1944),
founder of the Tablighi Jamaat,
envisaged to achieve almost a
century ago. His goal was to turn
a born Muslim (mumin) into a
true Muslim (Ihsaan/Muhsin).
He sought to purge a Muslim of
non-Islamic parts, whether
inherited or adopted, into a
one-dimensional individual
inspired by the lives of the
Prophet Mohammed and his
companions as the basis of
model Muslim society.
This was against the spirit of
syncretism that liberals often
wax eloquent about. Mewat,
the historical region spanning
Haryana and Rajasthan, became

the nursery of Maulana Ilyas’
work in the 1920s. Islam had
extended its sway in this region
during the time of the Delhi
Sultanate. However, Islam sat
only lightly upon most converts
for ages. The Meos (Mewati
Muslims) celebrated Hindu festivals like Holi, Janmashtami,
Dussehra and Diwali alongside
Muharram, Eid and Shabi-eBarat. Very few know the Kalima
and fewer still observe Namaz
regularly. The beginning of the
Shuddhi and Sangathan movement in 1923 by Swami
Shraddhanand of the Arya
Samaj threatened many Muslims
lapsing to their original faith viz,
Hinduism.
Maulana Ilyas began his
campaign to turn Meos into true
Muslims. He had grown up as a
beloved student of Maulana
Rashid Ahmad Gangohi (18261905), co-founder of the Darul
ul Uloom, Deoband. The
Deobandi movement, in contrast to the contemporaneous
Aligarh movement started by Sir
Syed Ahmed Khan, had kept
itself away from Western education and turned its back to
developments in the modern
world. Maulana Ilyas’ work had
the same imprint of Deobandi
orthodoxy. He wished to bring
the expertise in Islam available
in western Uttar Pradesh —
Muzaffarnagar and Saharanpur
(which he considered “wellspring of faith and godly men”)
— to the service of Mewat.
His innovation was in the

terms of method that made its
impact widespread. Perhaps
realising the truism of the
axiom (made famous of Francis
Bacon), “If the mountain does
not come to Muhammad, he
must go to the mountain”, he
began taking the teaching of
Islam to homes, fields and
workplaces of those who could
not go to maktabs and
madrasas. The Tablighi Jamaat
was born in that open air
preaching of missionaries going
from village to village in Mewat
and group retreats centred on
religion. Publicity was shunned
from day one by Maulana Ilyas,
a code which remains in
force even in this day of social
media.
Emanating from the
Nizamuddin Markaz, this missionary movement has spread
to various parts of the world.
The Tablighi Jamaat organises
the world’s largest Islamic congregation next to Hajj in Mecca,
at Tongi near Dhaka in
Bangladesh every January. It is
called Bishwa Ijtema (global
congregation). The Tablighi
Jamaat has contributed to “reIslamisation” of Bangladesh
that gained independence from
Pakistan on the plank of Bengali
nationalism. How little does
India know about its most
globalised conservative Islamic
movement?
(The writer is an independent researcher based in New
Delhi. The views expressed herein are his personal)
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Sir — If the Indian political leadership and entrepreneurs play
their cards well, the nation is sure
to witness a revolution post the
COVID-19 crisis. This is because
hundreds of multinational companies, in sectors like automobiles, mobile phones, electronics
and textiles among others, are
considering moving their manufacturing bases from China to
India and other business-friendly Asian nations. They have
decided to relocate due to the failure of China to contain the
COVID crisis and also its lack of
transparency.
The US has been openly criticising China for the same; various European nations, too, have
raised fingers at it. The need is for
the Indian Government to introduce more reforms to attract
investors. Foreign companies are
bound to get attracted by the big
market that India represents. The
availability of skilled manpower,
labour and raw material will be of
immense help to these companies
and their entry will boost our
economy.
M Pradyu
Kannur

C>C74438C>A

DXUSQ\\_ec^Ucc_V3?F94bUc`_^cU
TT]Pb]^cWX]V[TbbcWP]PfPacWT]PcX^]³bbcadV
V[Tc^R^]cPX]cWTb_aTPS^U2>E83 (WPbTe^[eTS
X]c^P]T\TaVT]Rh^Ub^acbfXcWcWT6^eTa]\T]c
aTb^acX]V c^ SaPbcXR \TPbdaTb c^ bTRdaT cWT R^d]cah
PVPX]bccWTbR^daVT^UcWT]^eT[eXadbCWT[^RZS^f]
cWdb RP\T Pb P R^\_[TcT[h d]Tg_TRcTS Qdc STbXaPQ[T
°TeT]c±U^acW^bTRP_PQ[T^Ucda]X]VbdRWbXcdPcX^]bc^
cWTXaPSeP]cPVT4eT]^cWTafXbTXcXb^QbTaeTScWPcX]VT
]dXchXbP]PcdaP[R^a^[[Pahc^cWTbcaXRcT]U^aRT\T]cfWT]
TeTacWThPaTX\_[T\T]cTS7^fTeTaP°_aXRT±WPSc^
QT_PXSU^acWXbX]eT]cXeT]TbbCWTTg^aQXcP]c_aXRTbPc
fWXRW _a^eXbX^]b P]S ePaX^db ^cWTa R^\\^SXcXTb PaT
QTX]V\PSTPePX[PQ[Tc^cWT_dQ[XRWPeTQTT]PbWP\T
Ud[cTbcX\^]h^UcWTPS\X]XbcaPcX^]³bP_PcWhc^fPaSbcWT
WPaSbWX_bUPRTSQhcWTaTbXST]cb
8]UPRcPccX\TbXcSXSP__TPacWPccWT6^eTa]\T]c
fPbW^_T[Tbb[hWT[_[TbbPQ^dcbcaTP\[X]X]VcWT_a^RTbb
c^bd__[h_a^eXbX^]bc^_T^_[T<PhQTXcfPbSdTc^cWT
[PRZ^UR^^aSX]PcX^]QTcfTT]ePaX^dbST_Pac\T]cbcWPc[TS
c^cWTR^]UdbX^]CWT_[P]c^a^_TX]\d]XRX_P[XcXTbP]S
_P]RWPhPcbc^PbbXbcX]cWTcPbZfPbR^\\T]SPQ[T1dc
b^\TW^fcWTbT_[P]bSXS]^ccaP]b[PcTX]c^\TP]X]VUd[
PRcX^]bP]ScWT_^_d[PRTWPSc^QTPacWTQad]c?P]XRQdh
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Sir — As we mourn the death of
Bollywood stars Irrfan Khan and
Rishi Kapoor, we must also spare
a thought for the daily wage
earners and migrant workers
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fTbcX[[WPeTP]X]bT]bXcXeTUTfU^afW^\_a^UXcTTaX]VXb
]^cPQXVSTP[F^TUd[[h^da[PRZ^U_aT_PaTS]TbbU^abdRW
T\TaVT]RXTbWPbQTT]b^V[PaX]V[hTeXST]c
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<PaVP^

who are left without jobs and
money, struggling to find food.
Many have even died as they
undertook a long march back
home.
Let class-conscious India display a bit of humane attitude at
least in this moment of crisis and

express gratitude towards the
poor, who toil hard to keep the
wheels of our economy running.
Let this be the spirit of May Day.
Let us celebrate the achievements
of workers.
Kajal Chatterjee
Kolkata

GUYWXdXUbYc[c
Sir — It is worrying that a corporate hospital in Delhi used plasma
therapy to treat a critical COVID19 patient. Hospital authorities
claimed that the patient had been
cured of the disease. But there’s no
evidence that plasma therapy can
be used as treatment as it’s still in
the experimental stage. The Indian
Council of Medical Research
(ICMR) has itself not approved its
use.
If not used under proper
guidelines, it can cause life-threatening complications, too. The
risks associated with it are many.
First, as the blood transfusion
takes place, other kinds of infections may get transferred to the
patient. Second, the therapy may
not essentially be successful for all
patients. And third, the antibody administration may suppress the body’s natural immune
response. Given the risks
involved, medical professionals
must desist from using this form
of treatment.
Venu GS
Kollam
BT]Shh^daUUTTSQPRZcc^)
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KHODVWWLPH,VDWGRZQWRSHQWKLVFROXPQ,VWLOOKDGWRWKLQNWZLFH
EHIRUHRUGHULQJDEDUUHORIFUXGHRLO+RZHYHUWKLQJVKDYHFKDQJHG
GUDPDWLFDOO\DQGFUXGHLVQRZQHDUO\DWD\HDUORZ7RTXRWH
7KH(FRQRPLVW ´«LWVWRRGLQUHDOWHUPVDWWKHYHU\VDPHOHYHODVLW
GLGDWWKHVWDUWRI-DQXDU\³LWVILUVWUHJXODUUHDGLQJµ
-XVWDPRQWKLQWRWKHJOREDOFDJLQJRIKXPDQVDWKRPHWKHXQLPDJ
LQDEOHKDVKDSSHQHG2LOIXWXUHVGLSSHGWRQHJDWLYHZKLFKEDVLFDOO\PHDQV
VHOOHUVZRXOGDFWXDOO\SD\EX\HUVWROLIWEDUUHOVRIFUXGH,I\RXZHUHWR
WDNHDQDHULDOVQDSVKRWRIRIIVKRUHRLOWDQNHUVLWLVRFHDQVIXOORISOHQ
W\FRDVWWRFRDVW<HWWKHURFNERWWRPRLOSULFHVGRQRWRIIHUDVLJQLI
LFDQWXSVLGHWRDIRVVLOIXHOLPSRUWLQJFRXQWU\OLNHRXUVDWWKLVVWDJH
/LNHHYHU\RQHHOVHRUSHUKDSVPDQ\VKDGHVKLJKHU,QGLDKDVEHHQXQGHU
WKHZRUOG·VKDUVKHVWORFNGRZQVKXWWHULQJPRUHWKDQSHUFHQWRI
HQWHUSULVHVDQGHFRQRPLFDFWLYLW\:KLOH,QGLDKDVVRPHZKDWPDQDJHG
WR´IODWWHQWKHJURZWKFXUYHRIWKHYLUXVµWKHELJJHVWFDVXDOW\KDVEHHQ
WKHQHDUO\WULOOLRQHFRQRP\(VWLPDWHVVXJJHVWQHDUO\ELOOLRQZHHN
O\ORVVHVZKLFKWUDQVODWHWRDZKRSSLQJELOOLRQORVVHVVLQFHWKH
ILUVWGD\RIWKHORFNGRZQ7KLVQXPEHUHYHQE\FRQVHUYDWLYHHVWLPDWHV
LVWKUHHWLPHVWKHWRWDO)RUHLJQ'LUHFW,QYHVWPHQW )', RIELOOLRQ
WKDW,QGLDPDQDJHGLQ$QHDUFRPSOHWHFORVXUHRIDOOVHUYLFHV
DQGPDQXIDFWXULQJDFWLYLWLHVKDVOHGWR,QGLD DORQJZLWKWKHUHVWRIWKH
JOREH VWDULQJDWD´JUHDWHFRQRPLFGHSUHVVLRQµUHUXQ
,QVXFKDVFHQDULRDQ\EHWRQEXLOGLQJDKXJHUHVHUYHRIFUXGH
PLJKWEHVHHQDVDULVN\RSWLRQSDUWLFXODUO\E\DFDXWLRXVEXUHDXFUD
F\7REHIDLUQRRQHFDQSUHGLFWIRUVXUHLIGHPDQGIRUFUXGHEDVHG
HQHUJ\ULGLQJRQDLUOLQHVDQGSRZHUKXQJU\IDFWRULHVLVJRLQJWRPDNH
DFRPHEDFNVRRQHYHQZKHQWKHORFNGRZQLVOLIWHG0DQ\DUHZRU
ULHGDERXWWKHXQLIRUPLW\RIWKHOLIWLQJRIWKHORFNGRZQDFURVVWKHFRXQ
WU\
7KLVEULQJVXVWRWKHLVVXHRISROLF\IOLSIORSV(FRPPHUFHWRJHWK
HUZLWKKRPHGHOLYHU\RIDOONLQGRIJRRGVLVFOHDUO\HPHUJLQJDVWKH
FRQVHQVXVZLQQHUIRUWKH´PRVWDSWVROXWLRQµWRWKHQHZSRVW&RYLG
ZRUOGRUGHU7KH*RYHUQPHQWGLGDOORZGHOLYHU\RIDOOHVVHQWLDODQGQRQ
HVVHQWLDO IULGJHPRELOHSKRQHV$&VFORWKLQJSHUIXPHVDQGVRRQ YLD
DQRUGHURQO\WRUHYHUVHLWDGD\EHIRUHLWVLPSOHPHQWDWLRQXQGHUSUHV
VXUHIURPSURWHFWLRQLVWJURXSV7KHUHLVQRGLUHFWVFLHQWLILFRUPHGLFDO
UHVHDUFKWRSURYHWKDWGHOLYHU\RIDNLORJUDPRIDSSOHV FXUUHQWO\DSSURYHG
XQGHUWKHHFRPPHUFHURXWH LVVDIHUWKDQWKDWRIDPRELOHSKRQHRU
$&UHPRWHFRQWURO
6LPLODUO\WKHUHLVQRHYLGHQFHWRSURYHWKDWGHOLYHU\RI´VLQµWD[HG
LWHPVVXFKDVDOFRKROLFEHYHUDJHVDQGFLJDUHWWHVSRVHVDJUHDWHUULVN
WRKXPDQKHDOWKDWWKLVVWDJHWKDQWKHYLVLEOHFUXPEOLQJRIDWDOOSURPLV
LQJHFRQRP\<HVRSHQLQJXSERWKRIWKHVHUHTXLUHVEROGGHFLVLRQVDW
WKHWRSDQGTXLFNDPHQGPHQWVWRUHJXODWRU\UHTXLUHPHQWVDORQJZLWK
FKDQJHVWRWD[ODZV7KHWLPHIRUWKH*RYHUQPHQWWRWDNHDEROGSROL
F\GHFLVLRQFRXOGQRWKDYHEHHQEHWWHUZLWKDELOOLRQVWURQJFDS
WLYHDXGLHQFHVWDULQJDWLW
$VRIQRZHFRPPHUFHUHVWULFWLRQVFRQWLQXHWREHLQSODFHDQG
HYHQDIWHUWKLQJVRSHQXSIRUWKHVHFWRUSRVW0D\LQPDQ\GLVWULFWV
RIWKHFRXQWU\6WDWHLQWHUSUHWDWLRQRI&HQWUDOODZVZLOOFRQWLQXHWRFUH
DWHURDGEORFNVWRUHFRYHU\
/DNKVRIWUXFNVVWXFNDFURVV6WDWHERUGHUVDUHDQRWKHULVVXHZKLFK
FDOOVIRUXUJHQWDWWHQWLRQDQGFORVH&HQWUH6WDWHFRRUGLQDWLRQ:LWKWKH
PRWWRRI´SURWHFWLQJOLYHVRYHUOLYHOLKRRGVµPXOWLSOHNH\EXVLQHVVGLV
WULFWVDFURVVWKHFRXQWU\KDYHVHDOHGWKHLUERUGHUVLQVRPHFDVHVE\
HUHFWLQJSK\VLFDOZDOOV7KLVDFWHYHQLIWHPSRUDU\LQRFFXUUHQFHLV
VHQGLQJZURQJVLJQDOVWRDQDOUHDG\HURGHGEXVLQHVVVHQWLPHQWDFURVV
WKHFRXQWU\5HPHPEHUWKHVHKLJKRQRSWLFVFODPSGRZQVZLOOQRWOHDYH
HQWUHSUHQHXUV·PHPRULHVIRUDORQJWLPHDQGZLOOPDNHWKHPPRUHULVN
DYHUVH$SRWHQWLDOVROXWLRQDWWKLVVWDJHFRXOGEHUHGHVLJQDWLQJHDFK
'LVWULFW0DJLVWUDWHDV´&(2µRIWKHDUHD7KH´%RDUG&KDLUPDQµWKH
6WDWH&KLHI6HFUHWDU\LQWKLVFDVHFRXOGJLYHWKHWDVNRIUHVWRULQJHDFK
GLVWULFWHFRQRPLFDFWLYLW\WRLWVSUH&RYLGOHYHOWRHDFKUHJLRQDO´&(2µ
&RUSRUDWHVROXWLRQVOLNHWKLVKDYHJUHDWSRWHQWLDOWRTXLFNO\UHIXHO
WKHGULHGXSHFRQRP\HQJLQHRIWKHFRXQWU\7KLVFRXOGVWDUWDQHZ
FKDSWHURIFRQVWUXFWLYHIHGHUDOLVPZLWKWUXHGHYROXWLRQRISRZHUWRWKH
GLVWULFWOHYHOZLWKHDFK'LVWULFW0DJLVWUDWHUXQQLQJDVPDOOSRUWLRQRI
WKHQDWLRQDO*URVV'RPHVWLF3URGXFWDQGDGGLQJWRWKHELJJHUSLFWXUH
7KLVEULQJVXVWR¶0DNHLQ,QGLD·DQGWKHFRXQWU\·VKLJKKRSHVRI
JHWWLQJLQYHVWPHQWVIURPFRUSRUDWLRQVH[LWLQJ&KLQD7KH&HQWUHKDVWR
VWDUWDJJUHVVLYHYLUWXDOURDGVKRZVZLWKDOOKDQGVRQGHFNSUHVHQWD
WLRQVWRZLQRYHUJOREDOLQYHVWRUV$NH\IDFWWRUHPHPEHUKHUHLVZKLOH
DWWUDFWLQJ&KLQDIOHHLQJLQYHVWPHQWLVDNH\WDVNDEODQNHWEDQRQPRQH\
FRPLQJIURP&KLQDFRXOGKDYHGRZQVLGHV,QSULYDWHPRVWZLOODFNQRZO
HGJHWKDW&KLQDLVPRUHLQWHJUDWHGLQWRWKHJOREDOHFRQRP\WKDQPDQ\
ZRXOGKDYHWKRXJKW7KHUHIRUHNHHSLQJDVKDUSH\HRQDJJUHVVLYHRYHU
WXUHVIURP&KLQDWRILVKLQWURXEOHGZDWHUVE\WDNLQJRYHUFRPSDQLHV
DWORZSULFHVKDVWREHEDODQFHGZLWKDWWUDFWLQJJRRGTXDOLW\ORQJWHUP
LQYHVWPHQWVIURPIDFWRULHVZLOOLQJWRUHORFDWHRXWRI&KLQD-DSDQKDV
DOUHDG\DQQRXQFHGDELOOLRQSDFNDJHIRUDVVLVWLQJLQGXVWULHVPRY
LQJIURP&KLQDLQWRLWVWHUULWRU\,QGLDZLOODOVRKDYHWRVWDUWWDONLQJWKHVH
NLQGVRIQXPEHUV,WZLOODOVRKDYHWRUHPRYHRUSRVVLEO\WHPSRUDULO\
ORFNGRZQWRQQHVRIUHJXODWRU\FRPSOLDQFHVH[LVWLQJDQGIXWXUHEXVL
QHVVHVIDFHLQ,QGLD7KHVKDUSIRFXVKDVWREHRQ¶0DNHLQ,QGLD·DQG
WRTXRWHWKH3ULPH0LQVWHU´SURWHFWLQJOLYHOLKRRGVDORQJZLWKOLYHVµ
7KHZULWHULV&RXQWU\0DQDJHU,QGLD,7,&RXQFLO
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uman health is a prerequisite for the economic health of a country. Unless the population
is healthy, the economy of a nation cannot
perform. This hypothesis has been validated by the
outbreak of the Coronavirus which has led the world
into an economic recession. In the light of this, the
importance of mother and child health (MCH) cannot be overemphasised as pregnant women, infants
and children are very susceptible to infections and
diseases. The Coronavirus has posed several legitimate concerns and challenges for expectant mothers and parents due to the closure of doctors’ clinics, outpatient departments (OPDs) of hospitals and
the Anganwadi Centres (AWCs) providing vital
healthcare services.
So the question that arises is, how can beneficiaries access healthcare/welfare services during the
pandemic? Pregnant and lactating mothers and children in both rural and urban areas have already
begun to suffer. For instance, the Government order
to the Anganwadi workers (AWWs), to home-deliver dry rations for children and mothers, has had
problems in execution. The AWWs have complained
about having to travel long distances on foot because
of lack of personal/public vehicles and villagers
threatening and in some cases even beating the
women AWWs for violating the lockdown. Plus they
have to bear an added financial burden as they have
not been paid money to purchase rations for the last
one year and have not been provided with protective gear to save themselves from the virus.
Another challenge that has emerged is the inability of the auxiliary nurse midwives (ANMs) and
accredited social health activists (ASHA) to help
pregnant mothers and infants get their vaccination
as well as arrange transportation to the nearest health
facility for delivery, while adhering to the service level
benchmarking to combat the pandemic.
While we don’t know what the future will be
once the lockdown ends, here are some solutions that
the Government/States can consider to address
MCH-related concerns during the times of Covid.
Harness the advantage of mobile phone and
internet penetration to the remotest areas of the
country for geo-tagging beneficiaries and for the provision of telemedicine, using location data, call data,
and Health Management Information System
(HMIS) database. In this situation, the health practitioner will only advise high-risk pregnancy cases
like ante-partum hemorrhage (APH), gestational
hypertension (PIH/GH), eclampsia and severe
anaemia. To distinguish between severe and normal
cases, the programme can be administered by
machine learning and Artificial Intelligence.
With all the recent beneficiaries of the Janani
Suraksha Yojana (JSY) and the Pradhan Mantri
Matru Vandana Yojana (PMMVY) having been
assigned Unique IDs, these should be used for direct
benefit transfers (DBT) and nutritional assessment,
screening of COVID-19 cases, triage referrals and
referral to secondary-care hospitals.
As an emergency measure, pregnant women
(especially migrant workers) travelling or in transit in the next few months and seeking institutional delivery can be imparted with the benefits of the
Pradhan Mantri Jan Aarogya Yojana (PM-JAY) or
Ayushman Bharat (AB) with the participation of the
private sector.
Create a MCH dashboard in line with the
Ayushman Bharat and PMMVY dashboard, to synchronise data, harness HMIS and Integrated Child
Development Services (ICDS) database to show the
facility closest to the pregnant mother for rapid welfare delivery and integration of immunisation services for home-based new-born care, so that all the
essential immunisation vaccines can be given to the
children below two years of age without any delay.
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The dashboard can also track the
whereabouts of pregnant women (of the
region in focus) and put reminders on
their cell phones and on that of their family members, which would provide regular information on the precautions they
need to maintain and the ways to respond
if they develop Coronavirus-like symptoms and so on. These can be integrated
with the existing applications of the
Government and must be triaged after primary screening.
Most women have monthly to weekly interactions with doctors/health practitioners during pregnancy for prenatal
check-ups. But in the times of the pandemic this may go missing, so it is imperative
to keep them informed via digital medium. For instance, the Kilkari application
of the Haryana Government can be
scaled up to include video messages for
women that are specific to their stage of
pregnancy. Frequent live conversations
with doctors/health practitioners need to
be arranged to reduce anxieties and negative psychological impacts due to the
spread of COVID-19 and the lockdown
in effect.
WhatsApp accounts must be set up
where pregnant and lactating women are
able to share their concerns and through
audio and video messages. Volunteers can
be roped in with the support of civil society and community networks.
Coordinators of Self-Help Groups
(SHGs) in the villages must be identified
to assist ASHA workers and ANMs inhome delivery of required medicines.
While this would help in reducing the burden on the latter two, it would also help
expand community cohesion. For this, the
SHGs can be awarded certificates of
appreciation that would strengthen their
credit scores for availing any further
loans from banks.
The Government has identified both
private and public hospitals to take in
Coronavirus patients in each district.
The contact numbers of these hospitals
should be publicised through every avail-

able medium so that the people use these
when they develop COVID-19 symptoms.
Pregnant women, who become
infected, should be treated with World
Health Organisation-recommended supportive therapies in consultation with their
obstetrician/gynaecologist. Pregnant
women and health practitioners must be
informed about these therapies without
any delay.
It is also important to record all new
cases of pregnancies due to the COVID19 lockdown, so that Government prepares for an impending “Coronial generation” after nine months and also has a
ready benchmark for future shutdowns
based on the lessons learnt. The existing
HMIS and ICDS data, though not very
reliable, can still be low hanging fruits in
this regard to utilise the Digital India architecture.
In the lockdown scenario, the
Government must ensure that the duties
of AWWs are notified as essential services
if it does not want the health and nutrition security of women and children to be
compromised. All pending payments due
to the AWWs must be transferred to the
relevant bank accounts without any further delays. It must be noted that the
Budget 2020-21 has allocated C28,600
crore for programmes that were specific
to women. It is indeed a matter of concern
that the reimbursement for the purchases made for preparing Mid-Day Meals for
children at AWCs has not been released
for over seven months in States like
Jharkhand. With the present Budget outlay, there should be no financial excuse to
withhold the payments due to the AWWs,
and in fact, they must be paid a threemonth advance honorarium to facilitate
their work and ensure their safety.
Expanding health insurance coverage to women and children will increase
their access to necessary health services
more than other groups. Along with the
maternal and child health programmes,
this must be added with the existing public health and community services such as

prenatal care, well-child care and enabling
services such as case management, transportation and home visits.
The maternal healthcare services
must include mental healthcare, contraceptive services and supplies; diagnosis and
treatment of sexually transmitted diseases;
prenatal, intrapartum, and postpartum
care; regular breast and pelvic exams
(including Pap tests), in accordance with
well-recognised periodicity schedules;
risk assessment; adequate education and
counselling to support these interventions.
For infants and children up to five
years, emphasis must be on preventive services, such as immunisation and the
monitoring of physical and psychosocial
growth and development, with attention
to critical periods in which appropriate
care is essential for sound development
and progress.
A separate, more comprehensive
midwifery training programme with service level benchmarking in India must be
introduced on an urgent basis. Having
well-trained and capable midwives would
provide a better birthing experience for the
mother and would reduce the burden on
obstetricians.
Women’s SHGs should be roped in
for better outcomes in ensuring the provision of take home rations. There should
also be certain modifications and expansion in the type of food provided, varying regionally, to meet nutritional requirements. Planning of resources is a must to
avoid misallocation and panic.
With the Coronavirus crisis expected to continue and peak in the next few
months, it is imperative to urgently design
and implement alternate solutions which
ensure institutional deliveries, facilitate
treatment to the pregnant mothers and
their new-borns and address MCH needs
in a timely and structured manner, simultaneously adhering to social distancing and
isolation norms of the Government.
(Simi is CEO and Editorial Director
while Ritika and Anshula are Research
Assistants at IMPRI)
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eople who look for silver linings
(aka optimists) think that
COVID-19 might be the inflection point where we start getting serious about our relationship with the
planet.
There’s no direct link between the
Coronavirus and climate change but
if a tiny virus can bring our whole
bustling civilisation to a halt, then
how vulnerable will we be to a disordered environment driven by out-

P

of-control global heating?
Just in time we are being taught
humility and perspective, the optimists say. Even better, some of the
things we urgently needed to do are
now happening without our help.
People are learning to work from
home, air travel has been closed
down, the oil industry is collapsing.
By contrast, the pessimists (who
often refer to themselves as realists)
believe that crises don’t make people
behave better. The “Great Depression”
led to World War-II and 9/11 led to
wars all over the Middle East, the
“Crash of 2008” led to austerity, slow
growth, mounting popular anger
and the rise of populist regimes
across the world. Don’t expect any
better from this crisis.
Moreover, they say, most people
can only process one problem at a

time, and that has the unfortunate
ring of truth. Last year saw an
unprecedented upsurge in public
concern about climate change —
Australian wildfires, record floods all
over the place, “Extinction Rebellion”,
Greta Thunberg — but all that has
now been pushed aside by the
Coronavirus.
Global heating and its associated disasters will kill far more people
in the long run but COVID-19 is
killing them now. There’s no time for
climate this year and last year’s climate
momentum will not automatically
return when the virus is under control.
Momentum takes time to build
and we are running out of time. There
is no magical deliverance on the way
and on balance the current health
emergency is setting back the cause

of climate sanity, not advancing it.
Nevertheless, we can take some
comfort from the fact that behavioural moulds are being broken all over
the place and several generations are
learning together that disruptive
changes, even very big ones, can be
accepted by most people if they
understand the need.
A small example from my own
trade: This column has appeared in
newspapers all over the world for
decades but the relentless retreat of
the print media before the online
onslaught has eaten deeply into the
revenue base of the Press everywhere.
Many papers have died, almost
all have downsized, and that hit my
own income hard. My solution was
to do more speaking engagements,
which involved more time away
from my real job and a lot more trav-

el. No show, no dough, so I did it —
but then came Coronavirus, social
distancing and a temporary halt to air
travel. End of that solution. What to
do next?
So I put my talks on video and
offered them to the usual suspects —
universities, schools, libraries, conference organisers — saying I could do
a live Q&A session afterwards on
some web-hosting site for the widely distributed audience. They would
never have accepted that arrangement
two months ago. Now there is no
alternative, so we’re back in business.
Some of this business will go back to
the old model when normal service
is restored but I suspect quite a lot of
it will not.
This is happening all across the
business world and will mean permanent, significant change: More work-

ing from home, less commuting,
more teleconferencing, less travel.
And lower greenhouse gas emissions.
Another positive change coming out
of this emergency is that we are finally beginning to take a chunk out of
our biggest problem: our heavy
dependence on oil. Coal, the dirtiest
of the fossil fuels, has been declining
fast as an energy source for years in
most places but oil, the secondworst fossil fuel, just kept going up.
In January the world was pumping and burning 100 million oil barrels per day (BPD). That is about two
litres a day for every man, woman and
child on the planet.
Demand this month has fallen to
70 million BPD and while some of it
will return when the Coronavirus is
contained, it will probably never see
100 million again. The inexorable

decline of oil has begun.
But those are about the only
bright spots. This year is forecast to
be the hottest-ever and the major climate summit that was scheduled for
November has been postponed until
next year. Total annual emissions may
be down by a few percentage points
this year but most of the decline is
only temporary.
Do not despair. The planet is now
hot enough to produce several major
local calamities every year, so we’ll
quickly get re-motivated to worry
about global heating once the current
emergency is past. Although probably not fast enough to save us from
having to resort to geo-engineering
by the 2030s.
(Gwynne Dyer’s new book is
‘Growing Pains: The Future of
Democracy and Work’)

=4F34;78k5A830H k<0H !!

f^a[S'

2>E83 (>DC1A40:

86,QWHO&RURQDYLUXVQRWPDQPDGHVWLOOVWXG\LQJODEWKHRU\
0?Q F0B78=6C>=

S Intelligence agencies
have concluded that the
U
new coronavirus was “not
manmade or genetically modified” but say they are still
examining whether the origins
of the pandemic trace to contact with infected animals or an
accident at a Chinese lab.
The statement from the
Office of the Director of

National Intelligence, the clearinghouse for the web of U.S. spy
agencies, comes as President
Donald Trump and his allies
have touted the as-yetunproven theory that an infectious disease lab in Wuhan, the
epicenter of the Chinese outbreak, was the source of the
global pandemic that has killed
more than 220,000 worldwide.
In recent days the Trump
administration has sharpened its

rhetoric on China, accusing the
geopolitical foe and vital trading
partner of failing to act swiftly
enough to sound the alarm to
the world about the outbreak.or
to stop the spread of the virus
that causes COVID-19.
The new statement says,
“The Intelligence Community
also concurs with the wide scientific consensus that the
COVID-19 virus was not manmade or genetically modified.”

“The IC will continue to
rigorously examine emerging
information and intelligence to
determine whether the outbreak began through contact
with infected animals or if it
was the result of an accident at
a laboratory in Wuhan.”
Trump addressed the theory earlier this month, saying,
“More and more, we’re hearing
the story.” Secretary of State
Mike Pompeo added, “The

mere fact that we don’t know
the answers — that China hasn’t shared the answers — I
think is very, very telling.”
Pompeo also pressed China
to let outside experts into the lab
“so that we can determine precisely where this virus began.”
While Trump and Pompeo have
made public statements speculating about the lab, a U.S.
intelligence official disputed
the notion that there was any

pressure on agencies to bolster
a particular theory. The intelligence official was not authorized to publicly discuss the
issue and spoke only on condition of anonymity.
Scientists say the virus
arose naturally in bats. Even so,
Pompeo and others have pointed fingers at an institute that is
run by the Chinese Academy of
Sciences. It has done groundbreaking research tracing the

likely origins of the SARS virus,
finding new bat viruses and
discovering how they could
jump to people.
“We know that there is the
Wuhan Institute of Virology
just a handful of miles away
from where the wet market
was,” Pompeo said two weeks
ago. The institute has an
address 8 miles, or 13 kilometers, from the market that is
considered a possible source.
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round 3,261,936 cases have
been registered and
A
2,30,401 people have died from
Covid-19, the disease caused by
the coronavirus. More than
1,030,709 people have recovered to date.
US: US President Donald
Trump likes to talk about the
most, the best, the thing that
nobody has ever seen. Now he
is trying to make a virtue of a
lower number, arguing that
the efforts of his administration
have warded off a far greater
death toll than otherwise would
have been seen.
But the reported US death
toll on Wednesday crept past
60,000, a figure that Trump in
recent weeks had suggested
might be the total death count.
He had cited the estimate as a
sign of relative success after the
White House previously
warned the U.S. Could suffer
1,00,000 to 2,40,000 deaths.
Trump also has repeated-

ly used the outer band of any
estimate -the potential that 2.2
million Americans could have
died had there been no interventions — to try to make his
case most powerfully.
The US death toll from
Covid-19 is certain to keep
growing from here.
And, like the unemployment rate, the numbers also
will be revised- and likely
upward, due to underreporting.
The focus on death tallies also
overlooks other important
markers such as immunity levels and infection rates.
UK: Britain’s death toll
from the coronavirus outbreak
jumped to 26,097 on
Wednesday — the secondhighest in Europe behind Italy
and third-highest in the world
— as the government took
into account fatalities outside
hospital, including care homes,
for the first time.
The increase came after
surprise news that Prime
Minister Boris Johnson had
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become a father again at age 55,
several months earlier than
expected, and just weeks after
he was taken to hospital with
Covid-19.
Meanwhile, British Prime
Minister Boris Johnson said the
UK is “past the peak” and “on
a downward slope” in its coronavirus outbreak. In his first
news conference in more than
a month following his hospitalisation with Covid-19 and
his subsequent recuperation,
Johnson said he would be presenting a “comprehensive plan”
next week about how and when
the UK will ease the lockdown
restrictions, which are due to
last at least until May 7.
Though he said it would

provide a “roadmap,” Johnson
is widely expected to extend the
current lockdown further.
France: France reported
427 more deaths from Covid19 to push the total above
24,000 but it also saw new
declines in the numbers of
patients in hospital and intensive care.
The total number of deaths
in hospitals and nursing homes
from the virus in France is now
24,087, the health ministry
said in a statement.
The daily count was slightly higher than the 367 deaths
announced on Tuesday. But the
latest figures confirmed the
recent more optimistic trends

years old and people who need
someone’s assistance to walk
have a separate time period for
going out.

seen over the last days with 650
fewer coronavirus patients in
hospital and 180 less in intensive care.
Spain: Spain’s health minister has announced strict conditions for a relaxation of
movement and isolation measures from next Saturday.
Health Minister Salvador
Illa said Thursday that people
can practice sports or go for
walks with one other person
from their home between 6
a.m. and 10 a.m. and between
8 p.m. and 11 p.m.
Team sports are not
allowed, and people cannot go
further than 1 kilometer from
their home. People over 70

Russia: Russia’s coronavirus caseload surpassed
1,00,000 on Thursday, with
the number of deaths exceeding 1,000. Russian health officials reported a record daily
spike of 7,099 new confirmed
cases on Thursday morning,
which brought the country’s
total to 106,498. The number of
infections is likely to be much
higher, as not everyone is being
tested and many carry the disease without exhibiting any
symptoms.
The vast majority of
Russian regions have been on
lockdown since late March,
with people ordered to stay at
home and only essential businesses, such as grocery shops,
pharmacies and banks, operating.
Meanwhile, on late
Thursday Russian Prime
Minister Mikhail Mishustin
has tested positive for coronavirus.

Italy: Scientists are defending a controversial report warning of a new wave of critical
coronavirus cases that
prompted
the
Italian
Government to keep schools
closed until September and
take a gradual approach to
reopening.
The statistical models in
the report estimate that Italy
could see as many as 151,000
people in intensive care by
June 8 if everything reopened,
given the large number of possible contacts where infections
could spread.
Industrial groups have
assailed the report’s methodology, but its authors appeared at
the Superior Institute of Health
on Thursday to defend the
findings.
At the height of Italy’s outbreak, the deadliest in Europe,
there were a fraction of people
in ICUs, slightly more than
4,000 for four days running
March 31-April 3.
Even that number, however, overwhelmed the health
system in hardest-hit
Lombardy.
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hina has no interest in
interfering in the US presidential election, it said on
Thursday, after US President
Donald Trump said he believed
Beijing would try to make him
lose his re-election bid in
November.
“The US presidential election is an internal affair, we
have no interest in interfering
in it,” Chinese foreign ministry
spokesman Geng Shuang told

C

reporters during a daily briefing.
“We hope the people of the
US will not drag China into its
election politics.”
In an interview for Reuters
on Wednesday Trump said
“China will do anything they
can to have me lose this race”,
adding that he believed Beijing
wants his Democratic opponent, Joe Biden, to win the election to ease the pressure Trump
has placed on China over trade
and other issues.

Trump also said during
the interview he was looking at
different options in terms of
consequences for Beijing over
the coronavirus pandemic.
He and other top officials
have blamed China for
COVID-19, the respiratory disease caused by the new coronavirus. It has infected more
than 1 million Americans and
has thrown the U.S. economy
into a deep recession.
“There are many things I
can do,” Trump told Reuters.

“We’re looking for what happened.”
Geng reiterated during
Thursday’s briefing that China
was a victim of the epidemic
and not its accomplice, adding
that attempts by “certain politicans” to shift the blame away
from their poor handling of the
outbreak to Beijing would only
“expose the problems of the US
itself ”.
“The U.S. should know
this: the enemy is the virus, not
China,” he said.
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hinese President Xi Jinping
has termed China’s battle
C
against COVID-19 as a major
strategic achievement, as the
ruling Communist Party is all
set to hold the postponed
Parliament session on May 22
amid a steady decline in the
coronavirus cases.
China’s National Health
Commission (NHC) on
Thursday said the country
reported only four new confirmed COVID-19 cases on
Wednesday, taking the total
number to 82,862, while no
death due to the disease was registered. The virus has claimed
4,633 lives in the country.
China’s arduous efforts to
contain the coronavirus have
brought a decisive outcome to
the fight of defending Hubei
and its capital city Wuhan, Xi
told a high-powered Central
Committee meeting of the ruling Communist Party of China

(CPC) on Wednesday.
The nationwide battle
against the epidemic has gained
major strategic achievements,
the state-run Xinhua news
agency quoted Xi as saying.
Xi said Hubei, including
Wuhan, should continue
strengthening community-level
epidemic prevention and control. He asked officials to make
efforts to contain the virus
case at Heilongjiang Province
bordering Russia, where a large
number of Chinese returning
from Russian cities were tested positive for coronavirus.
The meeting emphasised
the need to accelerate work
resumption and business
reopening, help companies especially micro, small and mediumsized enterprises address difficulties, and promote the recovery of pillar industries such as
auto manufacturing, electronic
information, new materials and
bio-medicine, the report said.
The meeting stressed accel-

erating farm production and
expanding sales channels for
agricultural products to boost
income for farmers.
The Hubei province and its
capital Wuhan — where the
COVID-19 first emerged in
December last year — were the
epicentres of the deadly virus,
which later turned into a pandemic, bringing the world to a
standstill. The COVID-19 pandemic continues its explosive
growth overseas, Xi said, noting the mounting pressure to
prevent imported infections
and the growing complexity of
stemming domestic epidemic
resurgence. Xi demanded no
relaxation in epidemic control
to safeguard the hard-earned
achievements, the report said.
According to the NHC, all
the four COVID-19 patients
reported on Wednesday were
imported cases. The number of
imported cases rose to 1,664,
including 13 patients in severe
condition, it said.
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he head of the World Health Organization’s
European office is warning the continent
T
remains “in the grip” of the coronavirus pandemic even as about three-fourths of the
region’s countries are easing restrictive measures.
Dr. Hans Kluge noted a reduction of cases
in the region thanks to social distancing measures, adding: “We must monitor this positive
development very closely.”
He said Italy, Britain, France, Germany and
Spain still have high numbers of cases, and pointed to increases in cases in Belarus, Russia,
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he Philippines protested
on Thursday China’s designation of a disputed South
China Sea reef, which it has
turned into a heavily fortified
island base, as a Chinese
“administrative centre.” The
Department of Foreign Affairs
issued a statement objecting to
what it called China’s “illegal
designation” of Fiery Cross
Reef as a regional administrative center in the hotly contested Spratly archipelago.
It’s the latest in a series of
disagreements in the sea as
Asian nations grapple with the
coronavirus pandemic. U.S.
Secretar y of State Mike
Pompeo accused China last
week of taking advantage of
widespread distraction over

the pandemic to advance its
territorial claims.
“The Philippines calls on
China to adhere to international law,” the department
said, reminding Beijing of a
2002 agreement that urged
governments with rival claims
in the sea to exercise selfrestraint and avoid actions that
would escalate the disputes
and undermine regional stability.
The Philippine government has protested China’s
self-declared territorial zones in
the waters starting in 2012,
with what it said was Beijing’s
“unlawful establishment” of a
Sansha City covering much of
the South China Sea.
It said it “does not recognise Sansha nor its constituent
units nor any subsequent acts

emanating from them.” The
Department of Foreign Affairs
cited a July 2016 international
arbitration ruling that invalidated China’s sweeping territorial claims in the South China
Sea on historical grounds.
China refused to participate in
the arbitration case, which was
initiated by the Philippines, and
refused to recognize the ruling.
Last week, the Philippines
protested China’s establishment of two districts to administer two disputed groups of
islands and reefs in the South
China Sea. One district reportedly covers the Paracel islands
and the other has jurisdiction
over the Spratlys, where China
has turned seven reefs, including Fiery Cross, into missileprotected island bases, including three with runways.
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ndia’s outgoing Permanent
Representative to the UN
IAmbassador
Syed
Akbaruddin bid adieu to UN
Secretary General Antonio
Guterres with a ‘Namaste’ in a
virtual meeting.
Akbaruddin
had
a virtual meeting with Guterres
as he prepares to return
to India.
“Before I leave Secretary
General, I have one last small
request and that is in the Indian
tradition, when we leave or
when we meet, we don’t stay
hello or shake hand but we say
Namaste. So before I end I want

to say Namaste to you
and I hope if you can reciprocate,” Akbaruddin said
during his video conversation
with Guterres, adding
that “I bow out with a Namaste
to you.”
Guterres, smiling, also
responds with a Namaste, saying it three times.
Akbaruddin had assumed
charge as India’s envoy to the
UN in November, 2015.
Seasoned diplomat TS
Tirumurti, currently serving
as Secretary in the Ministry of
External Affairs, was on
Wednesday appointed as India’s
Permanent Representative to
the United Nations.

Kazakhstan and Ukraine.
Of the 44 countries in WHO Europe’s region
that have enacted domestic restrictions, 21 have
already started easing those measures and
another 11 plan to do so in the coming days,
Kluge said.
“This virus is unforgiving. We must remain
vigilant, persevere and be patient, ready to ramp
up measures as and when needed,” he said.
“COVID-19 is not going away anytime soon.
“The European region accounts for 46 percent of cases and 63 percent of deaths globally,” he added. “The region remains very much
in the grip of this pandemic.”
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he Russian Foreign
Ministry rejected US arguT
ments for fielding low-yield
nuclear warheads, warning that
an
attempt
to
use
such weapons against Russia
would trigger an all-out nuclear
retaliation.
The US State Department
argued in a paper released last
week that fitting the low-yield
nuclear warheads to submarine-launched ballistic missiles
would help counter potential
new threats from Russia and
China.
It charged that Moscow in
particular was pondering the
use of non-strategic nuclear
weapons as a way of coercion
in a limited conflict — an
assertion that Russia has
repeatedly denied.

US officials said the
American Embassy in Beijing
flagged concerns about potential safety issues at the lab in
Wuhan in 2018, but they have
yet to find any evidence the
virus originated there nearly
two years later. The Chinese
government said Thursday that
any claims that the coronavirus
was released from a laboratory
are “unfounded and purely fabricated out of nothing.”

$URXQGWKH

*OREH
O ?^[XRTfTaTRP[[TSc^P
1a^^Z[h]]TXVWQ^aW^^S^]
FTS]TbSPhPUcTaPUd]TaP[
W^\T^eTafWT[\TSQhcWT
R^a^]PeXadbaTb^acTSc^bc^aX]V
S^iT]b^UQ^SXTb^]XRTX]
aT]cTScadRZbP]SP_PbbTaQh
R^\_[PX]TSPQ^dccWTb\T[[
^UUXRXP[bbPXS8]eTbcXVPc^abfW^
aTb_^]STSc^P( RP[[U^d]S
cWPccWTW^\TWPSaT]cTSU^da
cadRZbc^W^[SPQ^dc$
R^a_bTbPRR^aSX]Vc^P[Pf
T]U^aRT\T]c^UUXRXP[=^
RaX\X]P[RWPaVTbfTaTQa^dVWc
P]ScWT^UUXRXP[fW^fPb]^c
PdcW^aXbTSc^b_TPZ_dQ[XR[h
PQ^dccWTX]eTbcXVPcX^]b_^ZT
c^CWT0bb^RXPcTS?aTbb ^]
R^]SXcX^]^UP]^]h\Xch
O I^^\eXST^R^]UTaT]RX]VP__
S^Tb]^cWPeT"\X[[X^]SPX[h
PRcXeTdbTabcWTR^\_P]h
PS\XccTS^]CWdabSPhc^cWT
ETaVTbPhX]VXc
°d]X]cT]cX^]P[[h±aTUTaaTSc^
SPX[h\TTcX]V_PacXRX_P]cbPb
dbTabX]PQ[^V_^bcCWTI^^\
Q[^VUa^\0_aX[!!X]fWXRW
cWTeXST^R^]UTaT]RX]VP__
P]]^d]RTSP$Yd\_X]
dbTab^eTacWaTTfTTZbWPb
]^fQTT]TSXcTSc^bPhcWPccWT
R^\_P]hWPSbda_PbbTS°"
\X[[X^]SPX[hI^^\\TTcX]V
_PacXRX_P]cb±X]bcTPS^U°\^aT
cWP]"\X[[X^]SPX[hdbTab±
O 6Ta\P]h³bWTP[cW\X]XbcTaWPb
fPa]TSPVPX]bcbXV]XUXRP]c[h
aT[PgX]VaTbcaXRcX^]bX\_^bTSc^
RdaQR^a^]PeXadbX]UTRcX^]b
bPhX]VcWXbR^d[S°aTRZ[Tbb[h±
T]SP]VTacWTR^d]cah³b
PRWXTeT\T]cbX]UXVWcX]VcWT
_P]ST\XR8]P]^_TS^]
CWdabSPhU^aSPX[h5aP]ZUdacTa
0[[VT\TX]TITXcd]V9T]b
B_PW]fT[R^\TScWT_dQ[XR
STQPcT^eTa[^^bT]X]VcWT
[^RZS^f]1dcWTbPXScWPc
°Tb_TRXP[[hQTRPdbT6Ta\P]h
WPbb^UPaR^\TcWa^dVWcWXb
RaXbXbQTccTacWP]^cWTabXc
f^d[SQTaTRZ[Tbbc^T]SP]VTa
cWXbWPaSf^]Y^X]c
PRWXTeT\T]c±
O 2[dcRWX]VQPVbUa^\STbXV]Ta
Q^dcX`dTbX]cWTXaV[^eTS
WP]SbRdbc^\TabPaTQPRZPc
3dQPX<P[[^]T^UcWTf^a[S³b
[PaVTbcbW^__X]VWPeT]bcWPc
WPbaT^_T]TSd]STabcaXRc
bPUTVdPaSbPVPX]bc
R^a^]PeXadb0cP\PX]
T]caP]RTfWTaTRdbc^\Tab
WP]S^eTacWTXab_^acbRPabP]S
[dgdahBDEbU^aeP[Tc_PaZX]V
T\_[^hTTbVaTTccWT\fXcW
Q[PRZCbWXacbaTPSX]V
°FT[R^\TQPRZ±
O CWT1aXcXbW6^eTa]\T]cWPb
PRZ]^f[TSVTScWPcXc\Ph\Xbb
XcbbT[UX\_^bTSV^P[^U
R^]SdRcX]V cTbcbU^a
R^a^]PeXadbPSPhQhcWTT]S^U
CWdabSPh1dc^UUXRXP[bX]bXbcTS
cWPccWTD: 8baP_XS[h
Tg_P]SX]VcWTR^d]cah³bcTbcX]V
RP_PRXchPbXc_aT_PaTbc^
VaPSdP[[hTPbTP]PcX^]fXST
[^RZS^f]CWTV^eTa]\T]cWPb
QTT]RaXcXRXiTSU^aUPX[X]Vc^
RPcRW\^bcRPbTb^U2>E83 (
P]S]^fbPhbfXSTbRP[T
cTbcX]VfX[[QTZThc^
R^]ca^[[X]VcWTeXadbP]S[XUcX]V
aTbcaXRcX^]b^]QdbX]TbbP]S
SPX[h[XUTcWPcfTaTX\_^bTS
\^aTcWP]P\^]cWPV^CWT
V^eTa]\T]ce^fTSc^
_TaU^a\ cTbcbPSPh
Qh0_aX["

:_UZR_`cZXZ_XZc]XVed
Y`_`fc`W_R^Z_X?2D2¶d
WZcde>RcdYV]ZT`aeVc
?C8Q F0B78=6C>=

ASA’s first Mars helicopter
has a name now and the
N
credit goes to 17-year-old
Indian-origin girl Vaneeza
Rupani. Rupani, a high school
junior from Northport,
Alabama, earned the honour of
naming the helicopter after
she submitted her essay into
NASA’s “Name the Rover” contest.
Destined to become the
first aircraft to attempt powered
flight on another planet,
NASA’s Mars Helicopter officially named: Ingenuity, as suggested by Rupani.
While NASA announced
in March that its next rover
would be named Perseverance

based on seventh-grader
Alexander Mather’s essay, the
agency decided to also choose
a name for the helicopter that
will accompany the rover to
Mars.
“Our Mars helicopter has a
new name! Meet: Ingenuity.
Student Vaneeza Rupani came
up with the name during our
“name the rover” contest.
Ingenuity will ride to the Red
Planet with @NASAPersevere
to attempt the first powered
flight on another world,” NASA
tweeted.
Rupani’s entry was among
28,000 essays submitted by K12 students from every US
state and territory, according to
NASA, which made the
announcement on Wednesday.
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he Sensex surged 997
points while the Nifty
T
reclaimed the 9,850-level on
Thursday as short-covering on
expiry of F&O contracts and
encouraging results from a
Covid-19 drug trial in the US
turbocharged sentiment.
Rising for the fourth
straight session, the 30-share
BSE Sensex settled 997.46
points or 3.05 per cent higher
at 33,717.62.
Similarly, the NSE Nifty
soared 306.55 points, or 3.21
per cent, to 9,859.90.
Global markets shrugged
off US GDP contraction data
after American pharma firm
Gilead’s remdesivir drug
showed promising results in
treating Covid-19 patients.
Further, a strengthening
rupee and rising buzz of another stimulus package by the
Government, focussed on
industries, kept domestic
investor sentiment positive,
traders said.
ONGC was the top gainer
in the Sensex pack, rallying
13.40 per cent, followed by
HCL Tech, Hero MotoCorp,
TCS, Maruti and Infosys.
Shares of Reliance Industries
and Tech Mahindra climbed
around 3 per cent ahead of
their earnings announcements,
while HUL settled in the red.
Sun Pharma, IndusInd
Bank and Asian Paints too
closed with losses of up to 2.72
per cent. During the holidayshortened week, Sensex rallied
2390.40 points or 7.63 per
cent, while Nifty Surged 705.50
points or 7.70 per cent.
Domestic financial markets
will remain closed on Friday for
‘Maharashtra Day’.
“The NSE Nifty 50 has
posted its best monthly gain
since April 2009, registering

gains of over 14 per cent.
Buying was seen among huge
volumes on weekly F&O expiry
day with old economy stocks
(including auto, oil & gas, metals) advancing well accompanied by IT stocks.
“Asian markets rose on
Thursday, carried by optimism
overnight on Wall Street that a
new drug could help to treat
Covid-19,” said Deepak Jasani,
Head Of Research, HDFC
Securities.
BSE metal index zoomed
8.27 per cent, followed by auto,
IT, teck, oil and gas, basic materials, telecom and energy.
On the other hand, healthcare and FMCG indices ended in
the red. Broader BSE midcap and
smallcap indices advanced up to
1.46 per cent.
On the global front, US
GDP shrank 4.8 per cent in Q1

amid the coronavirus crisis, while
Chinese factory activity expanded for the second straight month
in April as the country resumed
work after the lockdown.
Top US epidemiologist
Anthony Fauci said that Gilead
Science’s remdesivir “has a
clear-cut, significant, positive
effect in diminishing the time
to recover y”. Bourses in
Shanghai and Tokyo ended
with significant gains, while
those in Hong Kong and Seoul
were closed for a holiday.
However, stock indices in
Europe were trading on a tepid
note in early deals after data
showed the euro zone economy contracted 3.8 per cent in
the first quarter.
International oil benchmark Brent crude futures rallied 9 per cent to USD 26.40
per barrel.
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he rupee strengthened by
T
57 paise to finish at a onemonth high of 75.09 per US
dollar on Thursday, buoyed by
foreign fund inflows and a
robust trend in the equity
market.
The greenback weakening
overseas and optimism over a
Covid-19 drug trial in the US
further supported the local
unit, forex traders said.
Moreover, investor risk
appetite is improving as India
could relax lockdown restrictions in many areas from
May 4, they added.
This is the fourth consecutive day of gain for the
rupee, during which it has
appreciated by 137 paise.
At the interbank foreign
exchange, the rupee opened at
75.17. During the session, it
touched a high of 74.94 and a
low of 75.20.

New Delhi: In its continues endeavor to ensure availability of
essential commodities like food grain across the country
through its freight & parcel services during the nationwide lock
down due to Covid-19, despite severe constraints, Ferozpur
Division of Northern railway has started the financial year 202021 with record breaking loading of food grains in the month of
April -2020.
In this month, total 1.10 MT in 401 rakes of food grain has
been loaded which is the highest ever in a month. Previous best
was 1.05 MT or 362 rakes loaded in August -2016 and 1.03 MT
or 365 rakes loaded in March -2015.
In addition to above, Ferozpur Division has also formed and
run 61 long hauls Annapurna trains in the month of April 2020 which is also the highest ever in a month, surpassing the
earlier record of 16 long hauls run in March-2020.
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Greater Noida: The authority
has decided to honor its
employees for motivating them
to fulfill their duties in the fight
against the coronavirus disease
(Covid-19)
epidemic.
Authority officials believe that
these employees have served
the public by standing in the
front line. Every month such
employees will be crowned the
Employees of the Month.
A new beginning has been
made by the Chief Executive
Officer. Under which the
Authority honored the employees by announcing the
Employment of Month every
month to increase the efficiency of their officers and
employees, making the works
competitive, encouraging positive environment and efficiency of the work of the working and efficient officers and
employees.

eliance Jio on Thursday
posted 177.5 per cent yearon-year rise in net profit to
C2,331 crore for the three
months ended March 31,
fuelled by rising subscriber
base and recent tariff hike.
The net profit of Jio stood
at C840 crore in the year-ago
period. Seen sequentially, the
net profit grew 72.7 per cent
when compared to C1,350 crore
in
December
quarter
(Q3FY20).
Jio’s standalone revenue
from operations for the fourth
quarter stood at C14,835 crore,
which translates into year-onyear growth of 26.6 per cent.
Commenting on the Q4 results,
Mukesh Ambani, Chairman
and Managing Director,
Reliance Industries Limited
said, “Jio is embarking on the
next leg of growth with a pathdefining partnership with one
of the world’s largest digital
companies, Facebook”.
“We are together determined to make India a truly
digital society with best-inclass connectivity network
complemented with disruptive
digital technology platforms
for entertainment, commerce,
communication, finance, education and health harnessing
world’s best tech capabilities.
Our focus will be India’s 60 million micro, small and medium
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New Delhi: Oil-to-telecom
conglomerate Reliance
Industries on Thursday posted its biggest drop in quarterly
net profit, even as it
announced India’s largest
rights issue and said the Saudi
Aramco deal was on track and
more strategic investors have
evinced interest in buying a
stake in its digital platform.
Net profit in JanuaryMarch slipped 37 per cent to
C6,546 crore, the lowest in
three years, as a rise in con-

sumer-facing business was
not enough to shield the firm
from fall in the petrochemical
business. The profit was also
down due to one-off spending. The company’s board
approved a rights issue of
C53,125 crore, which it said
was the biggest in India and
the first by RIL in three
decades. “The price of rights
issue has been determined at
C1,257 per share and the share
ratio at 1:15,” the company
said in a statement.
PTI

businesses, 120 million farmers,
30 million small merchants
and millions of small and medium enterprises in the informal
sector,” he said.

The standalone net profit
stood at C2,331 crore, the company in a statement said,
adding that there was exceptional item (income) during the

quarter of C31 crore related to
reversal of provisions on
AGR dues.
Average Revenue Per User
(or earning per subscriber)
was sequentially higher at
C130.6 per month, the company said, adding further impact
of December 2019 tariff hike
will flow through in coming
months.
Jio’s net profit increased to
C5,562 crore for the full year
FY20 from C,964 crore in the
previous fiscal, an annual
increase of 88 per cent, the
statement said. The revenue
from operation stood at
C54,316 crore for FY20, up
from C40,663 crore in FY19.
Subscriber base as on March
31, 2020, was at 387.5 million
with net addition of 17.5 million
during 4QFY20, it said. Jio
Platforms will launch a nationwide video platform called
‘JioMeet’, the company said.
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New Delhi: With coronavirus
lockdown hitting businesses
hard, India’s largest company
Reliance Industries has decided to cut the salary of most of
its employees by 10 to 50 per
cent with firm’s chairman and
richest Indian Mukesh Ambani
agreeing to forgo all his remuneration.

Also, the oil-to-technology
conglomerate has deferred
annual cash bonus and performance-linked incentives that
are normally paid in the first
quarter, according to an
employee communique.
The nationwide lockdown
that began on March 25 had led
to evaporation of demand as

factories shut down, offices
closed, air flights suspended,
trains stopped and restrictions
on the movement of people and
goods placed.
Reliance’s hydrocarbon
business was adversely impacted due to a reduction in
demand for refined products
and petrochemicals.
PTI
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New Delhi: The task force on
NIP has stressed the need for
more private investment in
highways and projected the
total capital expenditure in
road sector at C20.33 lakh
crore in fiscals 2020-2025.
To augment infrastructure
and create jobs in the country,
the Government task force on
National Infrastructure
Pipeline (NIP), which in its
report projected total investment of C111 lakh crore in infra
projects over five years, said
that 18 per cent of the targeted investment is expected to be
made in road sector.
“Approximately 18 per cent
of C111 lakh crore investment
targeted over fiscals 2020-25 is
expected to be made in roads
sector — bulk of it in augmenting road length and safety features,” the final report of the task
force on NIP for 2019-2025 presented to Finance Minister
Nirmala Sitharaman said.
“Given ambitious target,
increased private sector participation is critical,” it added.
Crediting Ministry of Road
Transport and Highways for
introducing comparatively derisked models for private sector,
like engineering procurement
and construction and hybrid
annuity model, task force said
this could result in doubling of
rate of construction of national
highways since 2015.
PTI
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SThere’s no doubt that you are a good
actor but after Agneepath, which saw
you transform into a villain for the first
time, the buzz seems to have intensified.
Does this belated spotlight bother you?
This has been the most intense week
of my life, what with TV channels and
newspapers lining up for interviews and
the deluge of phone calls and greetings.
And will you believe it when I tell you that
I haven’t watched the film as yet? It’s not
the attention, I have never sought it; it’s
the recognition from a diverse section of
people beyond the fraternity, be it politicians, officials, rank outsiders and the
common man. I was so moved when
Indira Jaisingh, the former solicitor-general of India, called me up personally to
tell me how much she enjoyed a TV interview of mine, so much so that she
watched the film after it and had become
a great fan. It was an interesting experience. (At this moment director Imtiaz Ali’s
father calls him up from Jamshedpur to
compliment him for Agneepath). Such
reactions make me feel great. And admittedly, I am on a high. I knew I had a meaty
role but didn’t know a catalyst character
between the hero and anti-hero, played
by two biggies like Hritik Roshan and
Sanjay Dutt, would manage to leave a big
impression.
SWhy do you think Rauf Lala has made

such an impact because you have had a
mixed bag of character-driven roles in
your kitty recently?
People never expected Rishi Kapoor
to turn a visceral villain on screen. I had
done very little externally except the net
vest, my hair, beard and the kohl-rimmed
eyes. The rest was my interpretation, my
spontaneous emoting of what this character would do in real life. I never
research, just rely on my instincts and my
experiences. Rauf Lala doesn’t depend on
mannerisms, he is naturally evil. I do
accept the fact that I am a reasonably good
actor but this role has really worked wonders. If you ask me objectively, this has
been a stand-out performance.
Over the years I have only been doing
romantic films. Nobody gave me roles I
could experiment with until now and I
am thoroughly enjoying this phase of
being challenged as an actor, as an
artiste. Finally, I am reinventing myself
and getting my due. There is growth of
an actor, not a star. I am not saying all my
roles are great but finally I am being able
to do justice to them and it’s fun to be on
a rollercoaster ride. Be it a Rauf Lala or
the patriotic sardar in Patiala House, the
harried producer Romi Rolly in Luck By
Chance or Everyman in Do Dooni Char,
an unimaginable variety is surfacing for
me. Did you know so many people
thought that it would never be possible
for Rishi Kapoor to become Mr Duggal?
But it seemed Mr Duggal couldn’t have
been more real. I am just humbled that
all this has happened because my producers and directors have kept the faith.
SHow did you decide on each of these
characters?
I always tell my producers that I do
not want to play stereotypes, definitely not
the typical father. The project must be of
some interest to me so that I can bring
something on the table. It is not going to
be the lead but it must have some meat
for me to chew on.
SRauf Lala wasn’t in the original ver-

sion of Agneepath. Did that make it easy
for you to accept?
I liked the role but I refused it
because I wasn’t sure I could carry it off
convincingly. But the producer and director were very persistent, so I asked for a
look test, the first in my 40 years of being
in the film industry. Fortunately, the guidance of the new director, Karan Malhotra,
and my own abilities helped me get the
character right. I must give total credit to
the director and producer for their foresight and confidence to cast me in the film
despite my lover boy image. They could
have taken any established villain but they
voted for me. That was a great responsibility on my shoulder. Thankfully, the dividends paid off for them and me.
SPeople are now saying you are com-

peting with your son Ranbir in terms of
performance...
Thankfully. I am to glad to be part of
a phase of Hindi cinema where both of
us have a chance to push the envelope
with each project.
SHow difficult was it to adjust your
vision as a seasoned actor with that of
the young filmmakers?
They young blood has brought in
fresh thinking with boldness and conviction. Who would have thought of putting
a Rauf Lala in the middle of what is essentially a David versus Goliath battle? And
he conceived him thinking of me. Karan
took the skeleton of the old film and filled
it up again beautifully. These youngsters
are never tired, willing to experiment and
keen to work with old actors too. They
are a blend of tradition and modernity.
Older directors are stagnating because
they refuse to think out of the box, challenge the viewer. Rather they want to play
it safe, repeating the formula of their once
successful films.
Young men like Karan Malhotra have
a great respect for seniors like us and at
the same time are very straight forward
and adamant about what they want. Even
Habib Faisal debuted as a director with
Do Dooni Char. It’s great that both my
acclaimed performances have been with
first time directors.
SBut you had to be malleable too?

If you are an actor true to your craft,
you can adjust with anybody. Besides, I
choose to work with only those
whom I can gauge. When they
come to me with their scripts,
I can sense if they know their
job or not.
SThough you are not a

method actor, would you
say you have to put more
thought into your characters
now than before?
Well before I just had to
run around trees, sing songs and
wear jerseys. (I am just joking)
We did have some good
ones too but
playing
characters
these days
is certainly more
interesting. The
concept of
hero has
changed, he
has many

layers to himself. So as leading man,
Ranbir can develop his range given the
different protagonists he has to play.
SHow would you analyse the maturing
of audience sensibilities?
Of course, a lot has to do with economic growth where people are ready to
spend C200 a ticket at a multiplex, which
again is a single window for both big and
small films. The sensibility of the person
spending C200 is not the same as the man
driving an auto. You could say multiplexes have widened the bandwidth and made
it possible for filmmakers to address a
diverse range of viewers. So now you have
films like Agneepath which strikes the
perfect balance between the front benches and balcony, one that straddles the single theatre and the multiplex.
SWould you agree that small budget
films are nudging experiments in the
industry?
It’s not only about the budget, it’s
about the ability to make a good film that
makes commercial sense. I believe art is
universal and there is nothing parallel or
mainstream about it. There is only good
cinema and bad cinema, nothing
crossover or in-between. Just because you
throw in a few English dialogues, doesn’t mean you have crossed over to another genre or grammar. For 40 years of my
life, I have been a commercial actor and
when the viewer pays an entertainment
tax, he earns the right to be entertained.
Then I can’t serve him a film that goes
over his head.
If you want to make an artistic film,
then send it to Doordarshan for a free telecast, the tax burden is not on you.
Anyway, I find most so-called arthouse
films boring and pretentious. Otherwise
you would not have had brilliant actors
like Om Puri, Naseeruddin Shah and
Shabana Azmi going mainstream. Would
you say they are not doing good cinema
now? It is an art to sing, dance, fight or
become a Rauf Lala. I am an artiste, a
genius of these virtues...
SLet’s go back to your younger years,
when you were growing up as scion of
the Kapoor legacy... were you ever confused about what you wanted to be, an
actor, director, a script writer maybe?
You are right, the influences of a film
tradition were not only strong
but ingrained in our psyche. It was like a lifelong
internship at the Kapoor
Institute of film-making. By age 10, all of us
knew how to make a
film, we had been
exposed to every
aspect of filmcraft.
Unconsciously, you
become a product
of your envi-

ronment and you feel you have to do
something with films. Acting came naturally to me. Besides, Lady Luck favoured
me because I was accepted as a romantic hero for 25 years and was a top star of
my time. Acting has remained a joyride.
I thank God I have been able to contribute
to our family legacy and hope that
Ranbir will take it forward.
SYou have produced Heena, directed Aa

Ab Laut Chalein. Why haven’t you considered making a film under the RK
banner?
Filmmaking is a full time job and I
don’t have the time as I am enjoying this
phase of my acting career, probably my
best. I am not saying never, I will definitely try my hand if I get a good script. But
right now I am not in that space. I don’t
even want Ranbir to take up direction
now; he is young, should concentrate on
his acting and not jump puddles. As a
father, I must respect the fact that you let
your son find his way among the bushes...
My father did not interfere with my
career either and I am the better for it. I
have not guided Ranbir and that’s why he
is standing on his own feet. He has got to
take the bouquet along with the brickbats.
SHow did his entry to films happen?
Did he discuss it with you?
Though his growing up in a film family taught him a lot, Ranbir went to film
school, the Lee Strasbourg Institute and
is trained in all aspects of filmmaking. He
came back, worked as an assistant to
Sanjay Leela Bhansali and got his break.
As a product of today’s society thriving
on the information highway, he doesn’t
really need my advice. Besides, we don’t
bring back or discuss work home. He is
very close to his mother, talks to her but
in the end he exactly knows what he is
doing and takes his creative decisions.
There is an appreciable growth in him.
Though he is young, he has not been a
college boy sitting in a canteen, he has
done a Rajneeti, Rocket Singh and now
Rockstar.
SThese days, there is an entire imagebuilding machinery around an actor,
one that ensures his brand value and a
media profile. How was it in your
time?
Thankfully, my body of work has
always spoken for me and I have never
needed that kind of a media profile or projection. You have come to interview me,
I never asked my PR to organise it. We
Kapoors have never lobbied for awards
and have been happy entertaining the
aam janta. I have never lobbied for recognition and it has been 40 years. People
who are not even 40 years old have been
awarded by the government. The government never cared for the Kapoors and
well, we also don’t give a damn. We are
here by the masses, of the masses and for
the masses.
Of course, the platform has become
so huge these days that stars are under
constant pressure to sell themselves all
the time. This has taken a toll on
today’s actors, they are working
lesser, may be just two films a year.
We worked in four films a year.
With easier revenue, visibility
and endorsements, they are
invading your consciousness every day. In our time,
there
were
just

Doordarshan and hoardings. We did up
to four films a year, generated employment in the industry, ensured revenue for
everybody, endorsed the worker. Now all
our technicians are looking for rehabilitation in the television industry.
SAny roles that you might want to look

back with satisfaction?
As an actor, I don’t want to dwell in
the past and bask in the glory of what I
have done. I look forward, want to be
encouraged and prodded to do much
more than I am capable of. I don’t want
to stop. I have a quiver full of arrows, each
different from the other and I’d like to hit
the eye with each of them.

SWhat kind of projects are you busy
with now?
I have done my first slapstick role in
Sajid Khan’s Housefull 2, which will be
releasing in April. I have done Karan
Johar’s Student of the Year, where I will be
playing a gay Dean, who is very subtle. I
will be appearing in a remake of Chashme
Buddoor with Lilette Dubey. It is a modern version of the old film where I will
be playing the character of Saeed Jaffery.
I will be teaming up with Amitabh
Bachchan after many years in Sudhir
Mishra’s Mehrunissa, a story about two
friends who fall out over a girl and do not
talk to each other for 39 years. Then there
is a mature spin on a Zindagi Na Milegi
Dobara type bonding with Naseeruddin
Shah and Boman Irani.
SSo you have a hectic pace?

Not really. I am no longer the leading man who has to give 60 days. A character actor can work in short bursts. Of
course, there is a lot of travelling.
SIn your time, every actor, be it a man
or woman, had a personality. Today
everybody looks factory made... your
comments.
Actors today are very image-driven
and have intelligently carved such constituencies for themselves that they have
managed to last 15-20 years. Nobody is
a complete package. More so among the
leading ladies. From 16 to 35, they all look
clones, the make-up, hairstyle and the
look are the same. Sadly, we haven’t had
a good actor since Sridevi, who had terrific star value as well. Of course, there was
Rekha. Today you define actresses by what
they lack, somebody has sex appeal, somebody knows acting, somebody looks
good... Nobody is everything.
SSo when do we see you with Neetu ji
again?
She is very reluctant about coming
back and it is my insistence that made her
take up Do Dooni Char. I did that
because the role was a custom fit for her.
SSo what do you do in your spare time?

I like to relax, watch TV, I am not a
great reader but I follow newspapers and
news television. I play Literati, a form of
scrabble online; I have played over 15,000
games.

SWhat about social media?

Well, I exist on Facebook but will be
the last guy to sign up for Twitter. When
I do not even open up to the Press, what
am I going to talk about with the invisible world? (Well, he did join Twitter and
owned it with his brand of wit and
humour.)
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CELEB CHEFS TO THE RESCUE
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hen Jose Andres first
came to New York City,
the wide-eyed sailor in
the Spanish navy docked on
West 30th Street full of ambition.
Decades later, the award-winning
chef has an upscale food hall on
that very street and will serve
40,000 meals this week across the
city where he built his dreams,
and which is now the US epicenter of the Coronavirus.
Andres, whose restaurants
in the United States include The
Bazaar, Jaleo and the two
Michelin-starred Somni, founded World Central Kitchen in
2010. It has served over 15 million meals worldwide after hurricanes, wildfires and other disasters.
Since the pandemic, his
organisation has served more
than 7,50,000 meals from Miami
and Los Angeles to Little Rock,
Arkansas and Fairfax, Virginia. It
works out of places like libraries,
food trucks and shuttered restaurants, feeding 125 hospitals, students in school lunch programmes and even quarantined
cruise ship passengers.
Andres has amassed an A-list
network around the world, relying on celebrity chef pals including Rachael Ray, Guy Fieri and
Marcus Samuelsson to feed the
hungry and buoy the humble
restaurant kitchens across
America where many started
their careers.
“I’m in debt to America...
That’s the best I can give because
America gave me a home.
America gave me opportunity,”
Andres said.
In New York City, he set up
a cafe to serve the Mount Sinai
field hospital in Central Park. In
Harlem, he’s using Chopped TV
judge Samuelsson’s Red Rooster
restaurant to feed families.
Samuelsson’s Miami restaurant hasn’t opened to the public
yet, but instead of leaving it
empty, he turned it over to World
Central Kitchen. They are serving sandwiches and salads there
to laid-off hospitality workers,
homeless residents and Uber drivers.
Even in crisis, these top chefs
aren’t serving bland porridge.

W

Recent meals at senior centres in
Washington D C, included
creamy tomato pasta with spring
vegetables, and cilantro rice
bowls with spiced chickpeas and
spinach topped with citrus vinaigrette and crispy tortillas.
Andres was among the first
to close his restaurants, hoping to
create a blueprint for chefs
around the world on how to use
their restaurants and employ
workers while feeding the hungry. “This operation is growing
every day,” he said. “We want to
put America to work in the
process of feeding America.”
In California, Fieri is on
standby, ready with a 48-footlong (15-meter-long) rescue
kitchen and support team. “Guy
is ready to go,” Andres said.
“This is like war. You need to
have troops ready for action.”
Fieri compared his longtime

friendship with Andres and other
famous chefs to “playing in a
band.”
“When you hang out with
generous, philanthropist warlords like Jose Andres, all you

A

want to do is go bigger, go better,” said Fieri, who cooked alongside Andres during last year’s
California wildfires.
In the early days of the outbreak, Fieri, the TV host of
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Diners, Drive-Ins and Dives, also
wanted to do more. He bought
$50,000 in gift cards to support
local restaurants. He sent dozens
of personalised videos to CEOs
from big food companies seeking
donations.
His Restaurant Employee
Relief Fund quickly raised $10
million, with a goal of raising
$100 million, to offer $500 grants
for laid-off workers. The first
checks were handed out last
week.
“As diners, we’re always the
ones asking restaurants for help.
We ask the servers to take special
care of our tables, the bartenders
to listen to our stories and the
bussers to clean up our messes,”
Fieri said. He described the programme as “a big warm blanket,
as if to say, ‘Hey, we got you. It’s
our turn to help you for once.’”
Ray announced a $4 million
donation from her two charities.
Half will go to feeding and nutritional programmes, including
World Central Kitchen. The other
half will support animal rescue,
feeding and veterinary programmes.
“We are not a disaster relief
fund by origin or desire but that’s
what we’ve become quite frankly
in the last couple of years,” she said.
Andres’ organisation is one of
the largest recipients. “He’s just
there around the clock all over the
planet and I love Jose. I’m so
devoted to him,” Ray said from her
home in upstate New York.
In Minnesota, chef Andrew
Zimmern was among the first
there to shutter his restaurants,
fearing for his workers’ safety.
Next, he cobbled together the
Independent Restaurant Coalition,
hiring lobbyists to be a voice in
Washington for restaurants, especially mom-and-pop ones. He
noted that such restaurants are
many people’s first jobs, as teens,
and are top employers of single
moms and those transitioning
from prison.
“We can’t fail. (Restaurants)
have to be open and ready to welcome their workers back,” said
Zimmern. “If we can’t do that, it
will be an economic and humanitarian cultural catastrophe.”
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hile it may be lucrative to leisureW
ly consume alcohol in excess during the lockdown, your body and mind
can feel the health impact of it more than
you would like.
“Research studies have suggested
that people in the age group of 18-40
years are buying more alcohol than usual
during these crisis. People are generally spending more money on liquor as
they are likely to drink more to alleviate the stress they are feeling,” Dr
Anuneet Sabharwal, MBBS, MD
Psychiatrist said.
However, the increase in drinking
might be fun pastime but is likely to have
both short and long term impact on the
health and safety of individuals. In the
short term, it may help people to calm
themselves down or release some tension
and stress but in the long term, it may
lead to alcohol addiction or might negatively impact our immune system.
Alcohol consumption gone out of
hand also puts families and communities at risk because researchers warn that
heavy drinkers or people with a hangover have less ability to plan or set goals
and make decisions the following day.
When hungover, individuals have a
reduced ability to retain information in
their short-term memory. For example,
retaining a telephone number whilst taking a message at the same time. They also
highlight impairments when it comes to
individuals’ ability to switch attention
between tasks and focus on a goal.
Published in the Journal of Clinical
Medicine, the study highlights the true
impact of heavy drinking and provides
new evidence as to why hangovers cost
the wider economy so much.
A recent report, which involved the
same team, found that hangovers cost the
UK economy 1.4 billion pound a year in
wasted productivity, including people
working while hungover. “We know that
hangovers can have a big economic cost
but we did not know how hangover
affects our ability to switch attention from
one task to another, update information
in our mind, and maintain focus on setting goals,” said study lead author Craig
Gunn from the University of Bath in the
UK.
“Our study asked participants to
complete tasks measuring these processes when they had a hangover and again
when they had not consumed alcohol.
The results suggest that all of these
processes are impaired by a hangover,
which could have consequences for
other aspects of our lives,” Gun explained.
The latest study involved thirty-five
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In other words, it is suggested to stop
drinking before you stop thinking.
UUnderstand your heavy drinking
triggers and plan ahead
Make a list of the people, places, and
situations that have led to heavy drinking in the past, and try to avoid them.
UDon’t drink to self-medicate

People who use alcohol to self-medicate themselves tend to over-drink
most of the times.
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UDon’t drink past your “off” switch
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It is always suggested keeping control of your drinks. There are many ways
to do it. For instance, you can use an app
to calculate your blood alcohol concentration (BAC) and alcohol-related caloric
intake.
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18 to 30-year-olds who had reported
experiencing a hangover at least once in
the past month. Individuals completed
measures which assessed their ability to
switch attention between tasks, to update
and process information from multiple
sources and to guide and plan behaviour,
whilst experiencing a hangover.
Few studies have explored how
hangover affects key cognitive processes, the so-called ‘core executive functions’,
which we use in daily life to planning,
set goals and make decisions. “Our data
shows that this impairment is likely the
result of reduced capability in several core
executive functions, which are important
for tasks such as workplace performance
and driving,” said study senior author Dr
Sally Adams.
As per Dr Sabharwal, these measures
can be used to ensure mindful moderate and responsible drinking.
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South Africa leg-spinner Imran Tahir
:DUQHUDJDLQVWVDOLYDEDQ Veteran
said every time he turned up for Chennai
enior batsmen Usman
Super Kings it gave him goosebumps and the famand Shaun Marsh
ily atmosphere in the IPL team is something which
missed out but the fast-rising
SMarnusKhawaja
IRUVKLQLQJEDOO
he has never got anywhere else.
Labuschagne and Joe
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Burns were rewarded for their
performances in Cricket
Australia’s annual player contracts announced on Thursday.
The list, which has come later
than scheduled, features six new
faces for the 2020-21 season —
Mitchell Marsh, Ashton Agar,
Burns, Labuschagne, Kane
Richardson and Matthew Wade to
the list.
“Marnus’ rise has been meteoric and well-documented, Joe has
been a good Test match player,
Ashton Agar’s form in T20
Internationals has been exceptional, while Kane Richardson has
been outstanding in the 20-over
and one-day games,” Chief selector Trevor Hohns said in a statement.
Labuschagne has risen to No
3 in ICC rankings after making
Test debut for Australia in 2018.
In 14 Tests he has played,
Labuschagne averages over 63
and has accumulated 1459 runs.
Burns averages over 50 in
both Tests and ODIs.
The 33-year-old Khawaja,
who missed out for the first time
in five years, didn’t feature in any
Test for Australia since losing his
place after the third Test against
England in August last year.
Besides Khawaja, Peter
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Handscomb, Marcus Stoinis,
Nathan Coulter-Nile, Marcus
Harris, and Shaun Marsh were
also not included as Cricket
Australia named 20 players in its
new centrally-contracted list.
“Matthew Wade’s summer
showed he is not only a tough but
a good Test player for us. His form
extended into white ball cricket
late in the summer, earning him
well deserved call-ups to the oneday and T20 Australian squads.”
Talking about Mitchell

Marsh’s inclusion, Hohns said:
“After missing the list last year
Mitch Marsh’s recent form showed
he has a lot of international cricket ahead of him as a batting allrounder.
“Mitch proved this with his
man of the match performance
against New Zealand at the SCG
in the last game Australia played
and a five-wicket haul in the last
Test match he played on the
Ashes tour.”
Players, who miss out on the

RaXRZTcR^\PdCfXccTa

initial contract list, can be upgraded during the year by accruing 12
upgrade points with Tests worth
five points, ODIs two points and
T20s one point for men.
“...There are always plenty of
opportunities for those who have
missed out to be re-selected by
performing consistently at domestic level; and importantly to make
the most of any opportunity that
comes their way at international
level,” Hohns said.
“As is always the case there are

opener David Warner does not see
the need to abolish the use of saliva to shine the ball when cricket
resumes in the post Covid-19
world as he feels it is no more or
no less risky than sharing the
change room with fellow players.
“You’re sharing change rooms
and you’re sharing everything
else, I don’t see why you have to
change that,” Warner told
cricket.Com.Au.
“It’s been going around for
hundreds of years now, I can’t
recall anyone that’s got sick by
doing that. If you’re going to contract a bug, I don’t think it’d necessarily be just from that.
“I’m not too sure but it’s not
my place to comment on whether
or not we should or shouldn’t (use
saliva to shine the ball). It’s up to
the ICC and the governing bodies to decide.”
However, former fast bowler

Shaun Tait believes it is important
to be open about changes and the
use of saliva could become a thing
of the past.
“I’ve never been a huge fan of
the saliva on the ball, it’s not very
nice really,” Tait said.
“We have to open to some
possible changes there.” The subject of legalisation of ball tampering has led to divided opinions.

unlucky omissions but, however,
because you are not on the list does
not mean you cannot be selected
to represent Australia,” he added.
National selectors also named
15 women who will be contracted for the next 12 months with
South Australian Tahlia McGrath
being a surprise addition on the

women’s list having not played for
the national side since 2017.
Fast-bowling all-rounder
McGrath and young guns Tayla
Vlaeminck and Annabel
Sutherland are the new faces on
the women’s list, while Nicole
Bolton, Elyse Villani and Erin
Burns have missed out.
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oeen Ali is keen to make a “fresh start”
and regain his place in England’s Test
side after ending his self-imposed exile from
the five-day game.
The off-spinning all-rounder was
dropped by England following a poor display in last year’s Ashes opener and then lost
his England central contract.
Moeen then decided to take a break
from Test cricket that saw him miss series
in New Zealand and South Africa.
He also made himself unavailable for
this year’s tour of Sri Lanka, cut short before
the internationals by the coronavirus,
even though he’d taken 18 wickets at an
impressive average of 24.5 during
England’s last visit to the island 18
months ago. But now, with 181 wickets in 60 Tests behind him, Moeen is
ready to fight for his place in Joe Root’s
XI once again despite the competition
from the likes of fellow spinners Jack
Leach and Dom Bess.
“For sure if I got the call
tomorrow to play I would
definitely put my hand
up,” Moeen told reporters
via video link.
“I will be available to play any

M
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new Hundred competition has been
delayed until 2021 because of the coronavirus pandemic, cricket chiefs announced
on Thursday.
The new 100-balls-per-side format, to
be played by eight franchises rather than
the established 18 first-class counties,
had been due to start in July.
But with the English season delayed
until at least July 1 and matches after
that likely to be played behind
closed doors, the England and
Wales Cricket Board has
decided to hold the Hundred
cricket now. I still back
myself to get back into the
side at some stage.”
Moeen, 32, had previously spoken of how he felt
he’d been made a scapegoat
for England defeats but he
stressed his mood was now
far more positive after a
break from Test duty.
“I absolutely love Test

over until next year. “The situation we find
ourselves in as a country means that
delivery of the Hundred will not be possible this summer,” ECB chief executive Tom
Harrison in a statement.
“Whilst we are naturally disappointed
that we won’t get to realise our ambitions
this year, the Hundred will go ahead in 2021
when we are safely able to deliver everything we intended to help grow the game.”
The ECB's statement said playing the
Hundred behind closed doors was not an
option because an event with no fans
“directly contradicts the competition’s goal
to attract a broader audience”.
AFP
cricket and I just almost had a fresh start and
that’s hopefully what has happened over the
last year or so, it’s probably made me a better bowler. It’s put me in a better mindset.
“I don’t want to keep going on about it
now, I just want to move forward and try
to enjoy my cricket again.”
Moeen, a member of England’s victorious 2019 World Cup squad, continued to
play limited overs internationals during his
Test absence.
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erie A “will comply” with
the Italian government’s
Sdecision
should it choose to
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ottenham manager Jose Mourinho believes
bringing football back, even behind closed
doors, would be a much-needed morale boost
for fans starved of action during the coronavirus
crisis.
No Premier League games have been played
since March 9 due to the pandemic.
England’s top-flight clubs are due to meet
on Friday with Project Restart at the top of their
agenda. They will discuss how they can complete
the season despite the logistical difficulties.
“I miss football,” Mourinho told Sky Sports
from the Tottenham Hotspur stadium, which has
been transformed to house a testing centre.
“But I prefer to say I miss our world, like I
think we all do. Football is just part of my world.
But we have to be patient, this is a fight that we
all have to fight.”
Even if matches can return, they will be
played behind closed doors for the foreseeable
future to minimise the risk of spreading the virus.
Mourinho, though, believes players will still
be putting on a show for millions watching
around the world.
“If we play the remaining nine matches this
season it will be good for every one of us,” he
said. “It will be good for football, for the Premier
League.
“If we play football behind closed doors I’d
like to think that football is never behind closed
doors. With cameras, it means that millions and
millions are watching. So if one day we walk into
this empty stadium, it will not be empty, not at
all.”

T

end the current season due to
the coronavirus pandemic, the
league’s president said on
Thursday.
Italy’s top flight, a majority of its clubs and the Italian
Football Federation (FIGC)
have repeatedly insisted that
they want to finish the 2019-20
campaign but on Wednesday
Minister of Sport Vincenzo
Spadafora said the chances of
restarting were “increasingly
narrow”.
And Paolo Dal Pino in a
statement said that Serie A
would maintain a “constructive
and collaborative” dialogue
with the Government after
weeks of hostility.
“If it’s possible to do it
(restart) while respecting
health legislation, great,” Dal

Pino said.
“Otherwise we will rigorously comply, as we have
always done, with the
Government’s decision. The
(sports) ministry can be sure of
our constructive and collaborative spirit.”
Serie A, which has been
suspended since March 9 due
to a pandemic, will hold an
emergency general assembly
on Friday and the possibility of
the season being ended is likely to be on the agenda following Spadafora’s remarks.
That’s despite FIGC president Gabriele Gravina saying a
cancellation would be “the
death of Italian football” and
that he would “never sign for
the end of the championships”.
Gravina estimates that
Italian football would suffer
losses of up to 800 million
euros ($870 million) in the
event of the season being cancelled.
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he World Archery on
Thursday decided not to
T
hold any Olympic qualifying
event this year in view of the
Covid-19 pandemic and also
freezed the world rankings.
The world body also
extended the suspension of all
international competitions till
the end of August. It, however,
is hoping to start competitions (not Olympic qualifiers)
before the end of the year.
Accordingly, a draft calendar for the last few months of
the year has been prepared.
“No further Olympic qualification events will take place
in 2020. They will be scheduled
in 2021. The world rankings
will remain frozen,” the WA
said in a statement.
The suspension of international competition was up to
April 30 initially but it was
extended to June 30 later,

before Thursday
decision to implement it till August
31.
The world body

also said no new
event
will
be
announced with less
than two months
notice.

“Every game I played for CSK gave me goosebumps, a really special feeling about it...We play
so well as a team,” he was quoted as saying on the
CSK website.
“We just try to play as hard as we can and win
as many games as possible for CSK, enjoy each
other’s success and that’s what makes Chennai such
a special team,” he said about the three-time IPL
winner.
Tahir, who joined the Mahendra Singh
Dhoni-led team in 2018, said the day he put on
the CSK cap was one of the special moments of
his life.
“The day I put on the Chennai Super Kings
cap was one of the special moments of my life. I
never knew I was going to be around special people and (be part) of a special squad,” he added.
The 41-year old South African, winner of the
purple cap (prize for highest wicket-taker in IPL)
in 2019 season, said the family atmosphere in the
team makes it special.
“It’s a family really, and I never really felt that
in any other franchise anywhere. It’s very special,
not just to me but close to my
family’s heart as well. My
son always sings the CSK
song when he is at the
ground and when I am
playing for Chennai. He
just loves it,” Tahir added.
The veteran leggie
also fondly remembered
the open-top bus
parade in the run-up
to the 2018 season,
when the franchise
returned after a twoyear ban from IPL.
“Unreal to see the
support the fans gave
us, it was amazing,
something that I’d
never witnessed
before in my life.
Grateful to
everyone
who supp o r t s
CSK,” he
said.
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Chuni Goswami,
one of India’s sporting giants
Swhoubimal
captained the 1962 Asian
Games Gold-winning football
team and also played firstclass cricket, died here on
Thursday after suffering a cardiac arrest.
The versatile sports veteran was 82 and is survived by his
wife Basanti and son Sudipto.
“He suffered a cardiac
arrest and died at the nursing
home at around 5pm. He was
brought here for a routine
check-up,” Sudipto said.

BdQX\P[2Wd]X6^bfP\X
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Goswami was also battling
underlying ailments, including
sugar, and prostrate and nerve
problems. Goswami needed
insulin daily and due to the
lockdown, his medical super-

visor was not able to attend to
him regularly, forcing his wife
Basanti to administer the medicine.
The former striker played
50 international matches, 36 of
them official, between 1956
and 1964, including the 1960
Olympics in Rome. He netted
13 goals during his international career.
During his cricket stint, he
represented Bengal in 46 firstclass games between 1962 and
1973. A right-handed middle
order batsman, Goswami could
also bowl medium pace and
was a very good fielder.
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son, just as its neighbours in Spain
England, Germany, Italy consider
ways of resuming matches.
The LFP arranged a final table
on the basis of average points per
game.
Ten rounds of matches
remained when the campaign was
halted, although PSG and
Strasbourg both had a game in
hand.
As a result, PSG are champions with an average of 2.52 points
per game, with Andre Villas-Boas’
Marseille second with an average
of 2 points and qualifying for the
Champions League.
It is PSG’s ninth French title,
the seventh in eight seasons for the
Qatar-owned club.
Rennes finish third and also
qualify for the Champions League,
while fourth-placed Lille will play
in the Europa League.
Toulouse and Amiens, the
bottom two, are condemned to relegation, with Lorient, as champions, and Lens coming up from
Ligue 2.
AFP

Mirza on Thursday became the first
Indian to be nominated for the Fed Cup
Heart Award from the Asia/Oceania zone
along with Indonesia’s Priska Medelyn
Nugrorho. Sania had recently made a
comeback to Fed Cup after four years.
With her 18-month son Izhaan present in the stands, Sania had helped India
qualify for the Play-offs for the first time.
“Stepping on to the court for the first
time in India colours was a moment of
pride for me, back in 2003. It has been
an eighteen year long journey since
then and I feel extremely proud and privileged to have contributed to the success
of Indian tennis,” Sania was quoted as saying.
“The Fed Cup result at the
Asia/Oceania tournament last month is
one of the greatest achievements of my
playing career. These are the moments an
athlete plays for and I am grateful to the
Fed Cup Heart Awards selection panel for
this recognition,” added the 33-year-old.
The winners of the Heart Awards will
be determined by online voting by fans
which will go Live on May 1 and will go
on until May 8.
PTI
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?0A8B) Paris Saint-Germain were

named as Ligue 1 champions on
Thursday after France’s football
league declared the coronavirus-hit
season over.
PSG led the table by 12 points
from Marseille when the season
was suspended in mid-March.
The announcement by the
LFP comes after Prime Minister
Edouard Philippe said on Tuesday
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that “professional sports leagues,
notably football, cannot restart”
because of the pandemic.
“There is no ambiguity about
this declaration. We needed to
make a final decision about this
season. We acknowledge that the
2019-20 season is over,” said LFP
president Nathalie Boy de la Tour.
France becomes the biggest
European league yet to end its sea-
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ormer Tottenham manager
F
Mauricio Pochettino says
he wants to return to the
Premier League club one day
to finish the job he started.
The Argentine left
Spurs in November, six
months after leading
them to the Champions
League final, and has
been linked with
Newcastle in recent
days.
Reports claim he is
the main target of the
Magpies’ prospective new
Saudi Arabian owners

should they complete a takeover, but
Pochettino could not disguise his
desire to return to north London at
some stage in his career.
The ex-Southampton boss, who
spent more than five years at
Spurs, told BT Sport: “It was
an amazing journey that
finished the way no one
wanted it to finish.
“But deep in my heart
I am sure our paths will
cross again. From the
day I left the club, my
dream is to be back one
day and to try to finish the
work we didn’t finish. We
were so close to winning the
Premier League and

Champions League.”
Pochettino said he felt motivated
for his next job but still felt the pull of
Tottenham.
The 48-year-old transformed
Spurs’ fortunes after arriving from
Southampton in 2014 but failed to win
a trophy.
“Deep inside I want to go back
because the fans are so special. Maybe
in five years, maybe in 10 years, but
before I die I want to manage
Tottenham,” he said.
“I want to feel what it means to
win one title with Tottenham because
the fans are amazing, all the love we
received was amazing and that is a
good opportunity to pay back all the
love they showed us from day one.”
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he German league conT
firmed on Thursday that
clubs have started testing players for the coronavirus as part
of plans for the Bundesliga to
resume next month.
Testing for the virus, which
has so far claimed over 6,000
lives in Germany, is a key
component in the plans to
restart the Bundesliga in stadiums without spectators.
The DFL confirmed that
regular testing has begun in the
top two leagues amid hopes
matches could be played from
as early as May 9 or May 16.
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However, the league still
needs the go-ahead from
Angela Merkel’s government to

resume.
The labour ministry, which
has approved the plans, has
demanded each player be tested twice before clubs resume
team training, having so far
trained mainly in smaller
groups.
Players would be subject to
strict hygiene measures, including testing for the virus every
few days.
German
Chancellor
Merkel is chairing a video conference with the premiers of 16
states with the Bundesliga set
to be discussed, but a final decision is only expected next
week.

