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The third phase of nation-
wide lockdown started on

a chaotic note after reopening
of Government and private
offices, shops, markets and
liquor vends on Monday. Social
distancing norms were flouted
across the country with
impunity in both rural as well
as urban areas across India.

While people were asked to
follow the social distancing
guidelines to stem the spread of
coronavirus, the norms went
for a toss as crowds flocked to
liquor vends and people jostled
with each other in  market
areas.

According to officials, there
was a noticeable increase in
road traffic as non-essential
stores lifted shutters and offices
opened up. Hundreds of peo-
ple queued up before liquor
shops throwing social distanc-
ing norms to the wind.

The easing of the lockdown
measures came with its own set
of challenges for policemen  as
they struggled to manage the
crowds outside liquor shops
and in some areas in Delhi,
they resorted to lathi charge to
bring the situation under con-
trol.

As per the Government
notification, shops selling
liquor have to ensure social dis-
tancing and also make sure that
no more than five people are

present at one time at the
shop.

With the Home Ministry
allowing plying of private vehi-
cles in all zones with restric-
tions, traffic was back on the
roads in cities — a departure
from the eerie quiet that had
descended over them during
the 40-day lockdown.

While the restrictions have
not been eased in contain-
ment areas, movement of pri-

vate vehicles have been allowed
in red zones with two passen-
gers besides the driver for cars
(earlier it was just one passen-
ger in all zones) and no pillion
rider for motorcycles.

Hours after liquor vends
re-opened across India, com-
motion erupted outside many
liquor shops across States,
including Andhra Pradesh,
Kerala, Chhattisgarh, UP,
Karnataka, Maharashtra,

Telangana and Rajasthan giv-
ing a harrowing time to the
police who struggled to keep
them apart.

Officials had painstaking-
ly drawn chalk circles for buy-
ers of booze to stand in but the
social distancing efforts were
thwarted as people gathered
from early morning at 7 am.  

Long queues were seen
outside liquor outlets in
Mumbai and Pune in

Maharashtra, a day after the
State Government said shops of
non-essential items, including
liquor, will be allowed to open
in non-containment zones, but
to the dismay of the customers,
they remained shut.

Administrations of
Solapur, Aurangabad, Jalna,
Buldhana and Amravati dis-
tricts have issued instructions
that liquor shops will not be
allowed to open. Tipplers
queued up outside liquor shops
in Dahisar, Matunga,
Santacruz, Malwani, Kandivali
and other places since early
hours of Monday, but found the
outlets closed.

Standalone liquor shops
in West Bengal reopened on
Monday in green, orange and
red zones, except in contain-
ment areas, but the police
closed down several of them
within an hour as people start-
ed jostling with each other in
front of the outlets with social
distancing going for a toss.

Chaotic scenes outside
liquor stores in some parts of
UP were witnessed, while else-
where serpentine queues were
seen long before the outlets
opened. Principal Secretary,
Excise, Sanjay Bhoosreddy
along with officials of the
department inspected liquor
shops in Lucknow. The UP
Government has capped liquor
purchase per person. 

Continued on Page 2
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The deadly coronavirus
headed southward in a

vicious way with Tamil Nadu
registering a  record number of
527 case in a single day on
Monday taking the tally of
Covid-19 patients in the State
to 3,550. The death toll reached
31 with one more person suc-
cumbing to the pandemic.

Total countrywide count
surges past 45,000 mark with
1,515 deaths. More  than  one
fourth of the total cases in the
country have been recorded in
just last four days.

Delhi recorded 349 new
cases taking count to 4,989 with
63 deaths. Mumbai continued
to face grim situation with
Dharavi, Asia’s biggest slum,
witnessing case explosion.

Punjab’s cases too tripled in
five  days to touch to 1,232
cases with 130 new cases on
Monday itself. Gujarat report-
ed 376 new cases, taking the
total to 5,804. 

Tamil Nadu on Monday
saw 527 people testing positive,
its highest single-day spike. A
large number of these cases are
said to be linked to the
Koyambedu wholesale market
in Chennai. This brings the
total tally in the State to 3,550
positive cases with 2,107 active
cases. Chennai is the worst-hit
with 1,724 cases.

On day one of the third
round of lockdown,  25 new
positive cases, 1 from Jammu
division and 24 from Kashmir
division, were reported in
Jammu & Kashmir on Monday.
With this, the total tally of pos-
itive cases have gone up to 726.

According to official
sources, “an octogenarian, who
had recently undergone surgery
at a private hospital in
Amritsar, tested positive in
Ashok Nagar, Satwari area of
Jammu”. The patient tested
positive at a private laboratory
and is expected to be tested
afresh at a government labora-
tory on Tuesday.

Meanwhile, the number of
total corona infected cases in
Bengal went up to 1,259, the
Chief Secretary said on
Monday adding out of these
908 were active cases. Besides,
he said the State had witnessed
61 corona deaths which was in
addition to the 73 other deaths
where comorbidity was present
among the corona patients. 

Meanwhile, the Union
Health Ministry on Sunday
said at least 682 patients were
cured in the last 24 hours. This
has taken the recovery rate in
the country to 26.59 per cent.

Dr Harsh Vardhan, Union
Health Minister, who visited
Lady Hardinge Medical College
to review the status of Covid-
19 management said, “The

recovery rate of Covid patients
has steadily increased which
shows that more and more of
these patients are getting bet-
ter and going back to their
homes. Till now around 10,000

Covid patients have recovered
and have joined their normal
life. Majority of patients in
other hospitals are also on the
road to recovery.”

Continued on Page 2
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Congress chief Sonia
Gandhi’s bowled a googly

on Monday by announcing
that her party would pay the
train fare for migrants heading
home amid the lockdown trig-
gering a  huge political row and
clarification that both the States
and the Centre will share the
fare of the returnees.

The Centre last week start-
ed the Shramik Special trains
for migrant workers stranded
in various parts of the country.
But the workers facing cash
crunch had to pay for their
tickets to travel back home so
far in the special trains being
run by Indian Railways.

The controversy over the
passenger fare began soon after
Sonia announced to foot the
train fare bills of migrants after
reports that they were being
charged.

The Modi Government
also had to face attack from its
own party, when the BJP’s
Rajya Sabha member
Subramanian Swamy took to

Twitter to lash out at the
Centre, saying, “How moron-
ic of the Government of India
to charge steep rail fares from
the half-starved migrant
labourers! Indians stranded
abroad were brought back free
by Air India. If Railways refuse
to budge then why not make
PM CARES pay instead?”

Later on Swamy tweeted
that he spoke to Rail Ministry
and claimed that railways will
bear 85 per cent of the total cost
of run of a train and 15 per cent
to be borne by the States
demanding the special 
train.

Even Bihar Chief Minister
Nitish Kumar, who has faced

much criticism over his han-
dling of the migrant issue, said
the State Government would
pay its share of the fare to the
Railways.

The Rail Ministry did not
react to the day’s controversy
but the Centre in its daily
Covid-19 Press briefing said,
“Permission has been given to
run special trains for move-
ment of stranded people, based
on request of States.
Government of India has not
ever talked of charging train
fare from workers. 85 per cent
of fare will be borne by Indian
Railways, 15 per cent by State
Government”.

Continued on Page 2
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India will start bringing back
from May 7 tens of thou-

sands of its citizens stranded
abroad. This will be a massive
evacuation process where 14
Indian Navy ships and 500
flights, including 30 jumbos of
IAF, will be deployed.

Medical screening of pas-
sengers would be done before
taking the flight. Only asymp-
tomatic passengers would be
allowed to travel. During the
journey, all these passengers
would have to follow the pro-
tocols, such as the Health
Protocols, issued by the
Ministry of Health and the
Ministry of Civil Aviation, said
the MHA.

Indian citizens working in
Maldives and wanting to come
back will be the first lot of
returnees. According to offi-
cials, around 100 persons, who
lost job opportunities in
Maldives due to Covid-19 lead-
ing economic crisis, have reg-
istered for coming back.

The big challenge is from
Middle East countries where
the number of stranded per-
sons has not been not yet
assessed exactly. 

Continued on Page 2
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Appearing impatient to
return to their native

places, migrant workers pelted
stones at police in Surat district
of Gujarat on Monday, leaving
nearly a dozen personnel
injured, one of them an IPS
officer, and also held protests
elsewhere during the coron-
avirus-enforced lockdown.

Several labourers came out
on a road in Rajkot demanding
that they be sent back to their
hometowns, while some
migrant workers got their
heads tonsured in an area of
Surat after being unable to go
back home. Police personnel
lobbed teargas shells and
baton- charged agitated work-

ers from Uttar Pradesh, who
pelted stones on them near
Vareli village on the outskirts of
Surat, an official said.

Migrant workers, number-
ing more than 1,000, were
demanding that arrangements
be made to send them back to
their native places during the
coronavirus-enforced lock-
down, which has rendered
them jobless, he said.

Continued on Page 2
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The lethal combination of
virus and muddy politics

continued to blemish Bengal’s
anti-corona battle with a war of
letters between the Mamata
Banerjee Government on one
side and Governor Jagdeep
Dhankhar and the visiting —
inter-ministerial Central team
(IMCT) on the other.

The Governor and the
IMCT accused the State of
doing everything to worsen an
already grim situation even as
the top TMC leadership hit
back with vengeance blaming
the BJP for using the

Governor’s office and IMCT to
further its political interests.

Bengal has the highest
mortality rate in the country at
12.8 per cent, IMCT leader
Apoorva Chandra wrote in his
final observations to Bengal
Chief Secretary Rajiva Sinha on
Monday. “This extremely high
mortality rate is a clear indica-
tion of low testing, weak sur-
veillance and tracking,”
Chandra said in the letter.

The Governor shot off a
five-page missive to Mamata
accusing her “to be the fountain
head of a police State that ran
syndicates.”

Continued on Page 2
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In two separate attacks on
paramilitary forces in

Kashmir Valley on Monday, at
least three Central Paramilitary
Reserve Force (CRPF) jawans
attained martyrdom and seven
others received injuries when a
patrolling party was fired upon
by “unidentified” terrorists
near Wangam in Kralgund
area of Handwara in North
Kashmir’s Kupwara district. A
CISF jawan received injuries in
a separate grenade attack near
Nowgam area of Budgam.

The joint teams of securi-
ty forces cordoned off the area
amid intermittent firing.
Additional reinforcements were

rushed to the spot to prevent
the terrorists from escaping.

Reports said one body was
seen lying on the side of the
road near the encounter site but
due to the ongoing firing in the
area the identity of the
deceased was not known.

Reports suggested, CRPF
jawans neutralised at least one
terrorist while repulsing the

attack. However, official con-
firmation was still awaited.

This is the second major
terror strike on security forces
in Handwara in the 48 hours.

A commanding officer of
21 Rashtriya Rifles along with
a Major and Sub Inspector of
Jammu & Kashmir Police and
two jawans were killed in
action in Chunjmulla area of
Handwara late on Saturday
night while evacuating civilians
held hostage in a house.

In the last one month,
security forces have lost at
least 19 men, including elite
para commandos, a com-
manding officer and a Major
rank officer and six CRPF per-
sonnel in five encounters.
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Amid reports of anxious
tipplers failing to maintain

the mandatory six feet distance
from one another at some
liquor shops in their eagerness
to end the prolonged dry spell
on the first day of easing of cer-
tain restrictions under the
third phase of the coronavirus-
induced lockdown, Chief
Minister Arvind Kejriwal on
Monday said all relaxations in
areas where people violate
social distancing and other
norms will be withdrawn.

In an online media brief-
ing, Kejriwal said it is sad that
some Delhiites were not fol-
lowing the guidelines and
requested everyone to not take
any risk. Extraordinary scenes
of men and in a few cases
women too, were seen stand-
ing in snaking queues for
hours or jostling restlessly to
lay hands on liquor.

The Resident Welfare
Associations (RWA’s) in Delhi 

Continued on Page 2
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New Delhi: The Delhi
Government on Monday
decided to extend its scheme
of one-time �5,000 assistance
to each e-rickshaw drivers
during the Covid-19-induced
lockdown to cover e-rick-
shaw owners. The decision
will benefit over 60,000 permit
holders vehicles and owners of
e-rickshaws registered in
Delhi, the Government said.
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Noida: Twelve people, includ-
ing a CISF personnel tested
positive for coronavirus in
Uttar Pradesh’s Gautam Buddh
Nagar on Monday, taking the
total number of Covid-19 cases
in the district to 179, accord-
ing to officials.
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Thiruvananthapuram: For the
second consecutive day, no
new Covid-19 cases were
reported in Kerala while 34
people are under currently
treatment after 61 were dis-
charged, Chief Minister
Pinarayi Vijayan said.
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New Delhi: Liquor in Delhi will
cost more from Tuesday as the
government has decided to
impose a 70 per cent “Special
Corona Fee” on maximum retail
price, sources said on Monday.

The move will boost the
Government revenue, which
has been hit hard due to the
coronavirus-forced lockdown,
but there will be a steep rise in
the prices of retails liquor 
bottle.
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The coronavirus crisis has
shown the world the limi-

tations of the existing interna-
tional system and the need for
a new template of globalisation,
based on fairness, equality and
humanity, Prime Minister
Narendra Modi said on
Monday at a video-conference
of leaders of the Non-Aligned
Movement (NAM).

The prime minister said
humanity is facing its most
serious crisis in many decades
and that NAM can help pro-
mote global solidarity as it has
often been the world's moral
voice. 

"To retain this role, NAM
must remain inclusive," he said.

Without giving any direct
reference or naming any coun-
try, Modi also said: "Even as the
world fights Covid-19, some
people are busy spreading other
deadly viruses. Such as terror-
ism. Such as fake news, and
doctored videos to divide com-
munities and countries."

In fighting the pandemic,
Modi said, India showed how
democracy, discipline and deci-
siveness can come together to
create a genuine people's move-
ment.

He said humanity is facing
a major crisis and NAM can
contribute in dealing with it.

"Humanity faces its most
serious crisis in many decades.
At this time, NAM can help
promote global solidarity.
NAM has often been the
world's moral voice and to
retain this role, NAM must

remain inclusive," Modi said.
The Prime Minister said

India has supplied medicines to
around 120 countries, includ-
ing 59 members of NAM, in
the wake of Covid-19 despite
domestic requirements.

He also said that the world
will need a new template of
globalisation post the Covid-19
phase.

"Covid-19 has shown us
the limitations of the existing
international system. In the
post-Covid world, we need a
new template of globalization,
based on fairness, equality, and
humanity," the Prime Minister
said.

"We need international
institutions that are more rep-
resentative of today's world. We
need to promote human wel-
fare, and not focus on eco-
nomic growth alone. India has
long championed such initia-
tives," he said.
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New Delhi: The Defence
Research and Development
Organisation has developed
an ultraviolet (UV) disinfection
tower for rapid and chemical-
free sanitisation of areas that
are highly prone to the coron-
avirus infection, the Defence
Ministry said on Monday.

"For a room of about 12x12
feet dimension, the disinfection
time is about 10 minutes," the
ministry said, adding a 400-
square-foot area can be sani-
tized within 30 minutes if the
device is positioned at different
places within the room.

The disinfection tower can
be used remotely through lap-
top or mobile phone using a
WIFI link, the ministry said. It
has six lamps each with 43
watts of UVC power at 254
nanometre wavelength for 360
degree illumination.

The device — named "UV
blaster" — is designed and
developed by Laser Science &
Technology Centre, the Delhi-
based premier laboratory of the
DRDO, with the help of
Gurugram-based New Age
Instruments and Materials
Private Ltd, the ministry said.

"The UV Blaster is useful
for high tech surfaces like elec-
tronic equipment, computers
and other gadgets in laborato-
ries and offices that are not
suitable for disinfection with
chemical methods," the min-
istry noted. The device is also
effective for areas with large
flow of people such as airports,
shopping malls, metros, hotels,
factories, offices, etc, the min-
istry added. PTI
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New Delhi: After a webinar on
leadership lessons through
Ramayana, the Jawaharlal
Nehru University (JNU) is now
set to conduct a 
webinar on lessons from
Bhagavad-Gita during the
COVID-19 crisis.

"We are happy to announce
a webinar on 'Lessons from the
Bhagavad-Gita during the
Covid-19 Crisis' by Professor
Subhash Kak, Oklahoma State
University, USA on Thursday,
7 May 2020," Vice Chancellor
of JNU, Jagadesh Kumar
Mamidala said. IANS

�5������+�6�&�0
B�A������&*���
)�,�&����&
� �#���*�����

�3"4��'5���
&���������
����=�A�����������������
����
�(��
�������������������
������

�������
�����#����'��#�����	�������
������������
������������
���� �&�
	��
���,���	�������	��#�(����$�
�������=�����	�B������*��#�C���
��������*�A'�����(������A������������
�������	���#�����
����������#
��	������������������D,�����	��
����� �����	�������
��	
�����#���
��
�����	�
����'���������������"2�������������������������	�
��� �����
�	�
����(������	������������(�
����
�����������		�(��#�(�����
�������
���
����	�	����������#�
�
��		
������
��������
������
���
���������

��� �E0�������
'������
���#�����(��'��
����������������
���������
����������
�����������
�����
��		������	'
�(�����������=������������������
A����������'���� �)�(���������������������,,,����
�����	�����
�������
�����
�����������(��#�
����
������	�������A����#���������,
��	����� �/����$�����������������A����
���������E�
����*�A'��� 
E$��
��
�����������	���������������'����������� �0��������������������
D,����
��
���������#�������
���������������������	�E�
��������$���������� 
$�����������#���������+,�	�������
����������������
��#�������������

���
�����������
����#�������
�
����(����������	���������������������
����
�(�����
����'�������������	�����(����������������	�����2�
����������
��
����������(�������E��	�������

���E�����
�������'��������� 
�����
������������������(�����#����	�

	���������������
������������	���
������A����������'���� �&�(��'��������������������=��������
���
�����������
������=�A�������"����������������������(���������	�������
�	�������
�������(���������������#���(���������������	������
���������
��������������� �E���������
�
�	����������(�����
��������	�������
���
�����#������������
����� �.�(�(������
��		��������
����	�����(������
����

����#��������������
�
������� �E0������
�������������(������
��	�������������	
 �0������������#��������
���������(��
����
���
�������������
��������������������'�����E����
��� 

�����	�	�&�����
�������

�3"4��'5���
������)��	�������
�����	
��
���������������������(�
�����
�������#�����
E��(�����	E������������������
���
��������������		�(������
���
�����������F���
��	
�����	����#�����	
����(�����#����������
'
 
E0����������
�������#��������(�����	 �0��������������	
���	��(���
������
'
6�����
�������	����	���
 ��������������
���
�����������
��		�(������
���������������F���
��
�(�		�E�
����1���&#��(�	��4����
���������������������
��� �)�������������#���
���������	��������
����#
�������	�����������������
���
�
 �E�������
��������	���������(���������
��		�( �%���#����	����������	����������#����������(��38$!"�@���
�
 
&	
������#����������
�
������
�����
�(����������
�
�������������������

����������	����������
������������
����
��������
�E������������	�
��� �E��
��������
������
�����������������������������������
����	��'��(���(�

���	�������
���������
����	���
���
���	����������
����(��������
��
���
��	���
�	��'��(����
�
�������	�#���	����		�(��		��������	
����
#����	���
�E��������� 

����!��&#�����!�������

From page 1
The officials said that the

Indian citizens who wish to
come back are mostly those
who lost all their jobs due to
lockdown scenario.

Around two mil l ion
Indians are working in
Middle East countries and
majority is from the UAE
and Saudi Arabia.

Indian Navy ships will be
basically used to bring people
back from Middle East as
the number of passengers is
expected to be high.
Normally, 6-7 days travel time
is needed for ships to reach
from Middle East to India.

Majority of the Indians
expected to be evacuated
from abroad are from Kerala
and the State Government
has been asked to plan 14
days of  quarantine 
facilities at Kochi sea port and
airports  of

Thiruvananthapuram, Kochi,
Kozhikkode and Kannur.

Mangalore sea port and
Chennai seaport are also
expected to focus building the
quarantine facility. 

One ship is expected to
carry a maximum of 4,000
persons. Jumbo flights of
Indian Air Force can carry
maximum of 800 people.

“Government of India will
be facilitating the return of
Indian nationals stranded
abroad on compell ing
grounds in a phased manner.
The travel would be arranged
by aircraft and naval ships.
The Standard Operating
Protocol (SOP) has been pre-
pared in this regard. Indian
Embassies  and High
Commissions are preparing a
list of distressed Indian citi-
zens. 

This facility would be
made available on payment-
basis. Non-scheduled com-
mercial flights would be
arranged for air travel. The
travel would begin in a
phased manner from May 7,”
said the Home Ministry in a
statement.

From page 1
“Bengal unfortunately is

emerging as a ‘police State’ with
anyone posting on social
media, to the distaste of the rul-
ing dispensation, gets a police
knock at his door,” the
Governor said after repeated-
ly being reminded of his con-
stitutional limitations as a nom-
inated head of the State and not
an elected entity by the Chief
Minister.

“Expression of political
opinions is sought to be con-
trolled by the Government.
Political victimisation is on an
incremental trajectory. This is
equally applicable to journal-
ists, who are stressed as never
before,” the Governor said in
reply to Mamata’s letter that
invoked among other things
the relevant constitutional pro-
visions and the recommenda-
tions of the Sarkaria
Commission.

Pulling further into pieces
the TMC leadership’s claim
that Mamata was person of
integrity, Dhankhar wrote the
“the bitter truth” saying “People
in the State only know too well
‘Who in the State is a usurper
and extra-Constitutional foun-
tain of power’! Who runs
Government and syndicates!
Who is this ABCD! An open
secret! Surely I am not the one,
I can assure you that I am rea-
sonably updated about affairs
of the State.”

As though the scathing
attack by the Governor was
not enough, the visiting IMCT
did its bit by writing a dam-
aging letter to State Chief
Secretary Rajiva Sinha alleging
how low surveillance, sup-
pression of facts on corona
incidents and lack of manage-
ment of the crisis had put
Bengal on the top of the coro-
na pyramid, sources said.

The IMCT letter report-
edly faulted Bengal for con-

ducting noticeably low num-
ber of tests and providing
misleading information to the
powers that be in Delhi and
Kolkata. The team which is
likely to submit a report to its
Delhi bosses soon after its
return to the national Capital
also complained how the facts
provided by the State
Government and the ICMR
did not match.

Senior Trinamool MPs
Sudip Bandopadhyay, Derek
O’ Brien and Dinesh Trivedi
were quick to respond to the
multi-pronged attack launched
from all sides. They said it was
all the handiwork of the BJP,
which through its “fake news
factory” was providing false
reports to the nation.

While Bandopadhyay
chose not to react to
Dhankhar’s statements saying
“what the Governor writes or
speaks is not our concern,”
adding “from tomorrow we
will chose to ignore his
speeches … and the best way
to do that is to give no reply to
what he says.”

Regarding the IMCT’s visit
to Bengal, he said “the team
was sent to Bengal as a part of
the BJP’s political plans to
malign the State
Government… The Centre
sent two teams to Bengal but
they could not find anything
to suggest that our State was
lagging behind in the global
war against corona pandemic.”

O’Brian was more scathing
when he condemned the BJP
“fake news industry” and
“social media university” for
calling Bengal the “epicentre of
corona pandemic.”

He said, “The BJP’s fake
news industry and WhatsApp
university has called Bengal
the Wuhan of India and the
epicenter of corona pandem-
ic but their lies have been
caught and now they should
close down their fake news
factory and chose some other
job.”

From Page 1
Seeking to corner the

Central Government, the
Congress said its State units
will bear the cost of rail trav-
el of needy migrant workers
and labourers stranded at
their workplaces due to the
lockdown imposed to curb the
spread of coronavirus. 

Maharashtra Chief
Minister Uddhav Thackeray
and Rajasthan Deputy Chief
Minister Sachin Pilot
demanded that since the
workers were already facing
economic hardships, the
Centre and the Railways bear
their expenditure. 

Railway Board Chairman
VK Yadav said the decision of
fare under the SOP was con-
sciously taken to ensure that
only those who intend to trav-
el were transported. 

Railways in its guidelines
said while it would hand over

the tickets to the originating
States, the State would “collect
the ticket fare” and hand them
over to Railways. 

For just one train bring-
ing back students from Kota,
Jharkhand paid Rs 5.4 lakh to
Kota administration. It is yet
to pay for the 1,200 migrant
workers who boarded the first
Shramik Special Train from
Lingampalli in Telangana to
Hatia in Jharkhand. 

Initially, there was some
confusion about whether to
pay to the States or the
Railways. 

On May 2, an SOP issued
by Rail Ministry makes it
clear which says the fares
have to be collected from the
passengers.

Each passenger in the
train that left for Puri from
Surat on Saturday, May 2,
had to pay Rs 710. Those who
travelled to Agra Cantonment
from Ahmedabad paid Rs 250
per ticket. 

According to Surat
District Collector Dhaval

Patel, Odiya community lead-
ers were contacted and asked
to make a list with names and
contact details of people who
wished to travel. The com-
munity also collected the trav-
el fare amount from them and
gave us the list.

BJP’s national spokesper-
son, Sambit Patra, took to
Tweeter saying “Rahul Gandhi
ji, I have attached guidelines
of MHA which clearly states
that ‘No tickets to be sold at
any station’ Railways has sub-
sidised 85 per cent & State
govt to pay 15 per cent. The
State govt can pay for the tick-
ets (Madhya Pradesh’s BJP
govt is paying) Ask Cong
State govts to follow suit.”

The BJP spokesperson
further said, “And this is how
the Congress ruled State
Governments can pay the 15
per cent for the migrant work-
ers (85 per cent being taken
care of by the Railways) rather
than politicising the otherwise
smooth process taken up by
the railways.” 

From page 1
“At once one person will be

allowed to buy one full bottle,
two half bottles, three quarters,
two beer bottles and three cans
only," the UP Excise Department
order said.

Rajasthan also witnessed a
similar situation with some
people struggling to carry
liquor bottles, while a few fol-
lowed the social distancing
norms and stood in circles
marked in front of shops and
on roads. Pictures showed
some people struggling to carry
liquor bottles, while a few fol-
lowed the social 
distancing norms and stood in
circles marked in front of shops
and on roads. Policemen were
a l s o
deployed near the shops to
ensure that liquor stores are not
crowded.

Select liquor shops in

Bengaluru and other parts of
Karnataka pulled up shutters,
with tipplers thronging them in
huge numbers at many places.

There are about 70,000
liquor outlets in the country.
Meanwhile, traders' body
Confederation of All India
Traders (CAIT) on Monday
opposed opening of 
liquor shops across various
states amid coronavirus lock-
down. The move by States
could destroy the advantages
accrued from the 40-day lock-
down and increase coronavirus
cases, CAIT said.

In neighboring Haryana,
the shops remained shut as the
district excise and taxation
department has not received
any fresh directive from the
S t a t e
Government. Like Haryana,
Punjab has also not allowed the
resumption of sale of alcohol.


&*������,��&#�
,��(�����9�&�
����(��,���*���

����������	
�
�
�������������

(�������
���"�����
���

From Page 1
have urged the Government to immediately close down all

liquor vends and review arrangements. Several Resident Welfare
Associations in Delhi have strongly objected to opening of liquor
shops in most parts of the city despite entire Delhi being declared
as a Red Zone with over 4,459 coronavirus cases.

The Delhi Government on Monday had permitted about 150
Government-run liquor shops have been allowed to open from
9 am to 6.30 pm in accordance with the latest lockdown relax-
ations given by the MHA.
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It seems that people have no
fear of the Covid-19 as on

Monday morning long queues,
more than a kilometer long,
were witnessed outside the
liquor shops across the nation-
al Capital after the Delhi
Government gave nod to open
them. Following the serpentine
queues of people at liquor out-
lets that opened after 42 days,
even Delhi Police personnel
were seen struggling to manage
the crowd, as people were
flouting social distancing
norms. The city on Monday
also witnessed huge traffic
jams, due to long queues at
liquor shops, at several loca-
tions including South Delhi’s
Malviya Nagar and West Delhi’s
Uttam Nagar area.

Police personnel at sever-
al locations across the National
Capital, including Narela and
Govind Puri used mild force to
disperse the crowd. Most of the
liquor shops across the city
including two liquor shops in
Karol Bagh area, Geeta Colony,
Uttam Nagar, Narela, Mayur
Vihar and Krishna Nagar were
closed after social distancing
was seen violated.

According to a police offi-
cial, shops were asked to shut
in places where social distanc-
ing norms were violated.

“At some places, mild force
was also used to disperse the
crowd. Liquor shops in Karol
Bagh, Daryagang and DB
Gupta road in central Delhi
were shut by the police after
crowds, gathered to purchase
liquor, did not maintain social
distancing norms, said the
senior police official.

“While liquor shops in
Anand Parbat and Ranjeet
Nagar did not open, liquor
vends in Paharganj area
which opened at around 9 am
was closed by 12 noon as peo-
ple gathered there failed to
maintain social distancing
norms,” said another senior
police official from Central

district.
Meanwhile, in northeast

Delhi, liquor outlets in Jyoti
Nagar and Dayalpur were
also closed within an hour
after it opened, due to over-
crowding and violation of
social distancing norms.

In East Delhi, two liquor
shops were opened in Kotla vil-
lage, Mayur Vihar and
Khichripur in east Delhi
between 9 to 10 am. “These
two shops were closed within
15 minutes after people did not
follow police instructions. No
marshal was deployed in these
shops,” said Jasmeet Singh, the
Deputy Commissioner of
Police (DCP), East district.

Following the over crowd-
ing at liquor vends in city, the
Delhi Police Special Branch has
prepared a report which sug-
gests to extend the timings for
sale of wine and liquor to
avoid overcrowding.

Since Monday morning,
after scores of people had gath-
ered to buy liquor, police per-
sonnel were seen trying to
manage the crowd outside
many outlets where more than
five people are not allowed at

a given time.
“I don’t care about coron-

avirus, I was desperately wait-
ing for wine and liquor outlets
to be opened and for me alco-
hol is important,” said a 75
year-old man, Sukhdev, a res-
ident of Janakpuri who was
standing in queue to buy liquor
since 8:30 AM at Jankapuri. 

At Krishna Nagar, people
started to gather near liquor
shop at 6 AM whereas at
Daryaganj people were seen
standing in queues at around 8
AM, just before the shops were
scheduled to be opened at 9
AM.

According to an official,
about 150 government-run
liquor shops have been allowed
to open from 9 AM to 6.30 PM
in accordance with the latest
lockdown relaxations given by
the Ministry of Home Affairs
(MHA). 

There are around 850
liquor shops in the city includ-
ing those run by government
agencies and private individu-
als. In an order on Sunday
night, the excise department
also directed officials to iden-
tify liquor shops, which are

being run by private individu-
als (L-7 licensee) and fulfill
conditions laid down by the
MHA. 

The officials have been
asked them to submit a report
within three days. 

The Government has so far
allowed only those liquor shops
(L-6 and L-8) to operate which
are being run by four state-run
agencies responsible for liquor
sale in the national capital.

“All liquor shops in malls
and markets will remain closed.
The government-run shops
allowed will operate from 9 am
to 6.30 pm. The four agencies
will deploy marshals to ensure
that not more than 5 people are
to be present at one time at the
shop,” the official said.

According to the order,
bonded warehouses have also
been allowed to resume oper-
ation from 7 AM to 6:30 PM.
The Delhi Tourism and
Transportation Development
Corporation, the Delhi State
Industrial and Infrastructure
Development Corporation, the
Delhi State Civil Supplies
Corporation Limited and the
Delhi Consumers Cooperative

Wholesale Store have been
given the permission to open
liquor shops in public places,
except malls and market com-
plexes.

The agencies will have to
give an undertaking stating
that liquor shops being allowed
to open will fulfill all MHA
guidelines, according to the
excise department.

“The chaos was expected
and it is completely a lapse in
such COVID-19 pandemic
outbreak. There were no mar-
shals seen in my area who were
managing the crowd or queues

at the shops. People had gath-
ered here since morning and
there was no social distancing.
Police also came late and dis-
perse the crowd,” said
Parminder Sharma, a resident
of Uttam Nagar.

“Due to these queues and
people thronging on roads to
buy liquor, there was traffic
jams at several intersections
here in Uttam Nagar and
Janakpuri area. I fear the way
shops were opened today it
may not lead to rise in COVID-
19 positive cases,” Sharma
added.   
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Atotal of 24 areas in the
Gurugram district have

been placed in the containment
zone while 16 are designated as
buffer zones after a fresh order
was issued by the district
Magistrate on Monday.

The administration offi-
cial said on the recommenda-
tions of the Containment
Review Committee and District
Disaster Management
Committee, the Gurugram
block has 13 Containment
Zones and similar buffer zones.

“A total of 9 Containment
Zone fall under the Sohna
block while 2 areas in Buffer
Zone. The Pataudi Block has 2
Containment Zones and one
Buffer Zone,” said Amit Khatri,
the deputy commissioner of
Gurugram.

“In this regard the guide-
lines were issued by the World
Health Organization, In which
the house where corona-infect-
ed positive cases are found, the
entire area falling within the
radius of 3 km is declared as a
containment zone and the 5-km
area adjacent to it as a buffer
zone,” he added.

A total of 13 Containment

Zones fall under Gurugram
which includes, Fazilpur and
Jharsa villages.

Meanwhile, Baharampur,
Tekri, Ghasola, Badshahpur,
Begampur Khatola have been
made buffer zones.

Similarly, village Jharsa
(Sector-39) has been kept in the
Containment Zone and the
adjoining village Silokhara,
Kanhai, Naharpur Rupa,
Islampur, Bindapur, Samaspur,
Fatehpur, Adampur, Hayatpur
village have been kept in the
buffer zone.

Devi Lal Colony has been
kept in the Containment Zone
and adjoining areas like Sector-
9, Ambedkar Nagar, Sector-7,
Sector-7 Extension, Jyoti Park,
Ferozgandhi Colony, Ravi
Nagar and Housing Board have
been kept in the buffer zone.

Likewise, Suncity Society in
Sector-54 has been placed in the
Containment Zone and Sector
55, Sector 53, Sector 56, Aravali
Hill, Aravali Hill Ghata has
been placed in buffer zone.

The orders said that lane
number 6-B Yadav Medicos in
Sarhaul village have been kept
in the containment zone and
adjoining area Kailash Market,
Ravi Market, Sarhaul Vegetable
market have been kept in the

buffer zone.
Similarly, Tyagiwada has

been placed in the
Containment Zone and adjoin-
ing Sector 65, Sector 67, Sector
69, Sector 68, Sector 49, Sector
72, Sector 64 and Sector 50 has
been declared as the buffer
zone. Meghdoot Apartment of
Sector 10A has been made a
Containment Zone while
Naharpur Rupa, Hans Enclave,
Krishna Nagar, Vikas Nagar,
Arjun Nagar and Anjana
Colony has been placed in the
buffer zone.

Om Nagar has been placed
in the Containment Zone and
the adjoining areas Shivaji
Nagar, Hira Nagar, Shanti
Nagar, Laxmi Nagar, Raj Nagar
and Rajiv Nagar have been
placed in the buffer zone.

In Sector 12, an area like
Lotus Hospital, Prem Nagar,
Acharya Puri and Rajiv Nagar
(West) have been kept in
Containment Zones and the
adjoining areas are Rajiv Nagar
(East), Gurgaon Village, Gopal
Nagar, the area along with the
bus stand and Shiv Vihar in the
buffer zone.

Similarly, Police Station
Road, Community Center,
Agarwal Sweets Street and
Vishal Mega Mart in

Dundahera have been kept in
the Containment Zone and
adjoining areas Surya Vihar,
Mulaheda village, Shankar
Chowk and Udyog Vihar
Phase-2 have been placed in the
buffer zone.

R D City Society (Block A,
B, C) have been fall under
Containment Zone while Indira
Colony 1 and 2, Housing Board
have been kept in Buffer Zone.
The orders include Chandan
Vihar, Chauma Village, Shankar
Vihar and Sahib Kunj in the
Containment Zones and areas
like Ganga Vihar, Chandan
Nagar and Chauma Village in
buffer zone. Palam Vihar Block
C-2, Ekta Group, Gali No 4, J-
Block, Gali No 5 and Choturam
Chowk have been placed in the
containment zone and along
with it Ashok Vihar and Nandi
Dham and Karterpuri village
fall under buffer Zone.

Sohna has 9 containment
zones including Gehlot Vihar,
Javed Colony, Pahar Colony,
Nut Colony, ITI Colony Sohna
while Udaka, Pipaka, Patuka
Bogipuri, Berka, Dhunaila,
Sohna Dhani and Nawabgarh
are placed in the buffer zone.

Similarly, Raipur Village,
Sivakund, Bhagatwada and
Thakur Wada have been made

Containment Zones and Buffer
Zone of adjoining villages
Lakhuwas, Baluda, Saap ki
Nagli, Mohammadpur Gujjar
and Hill Area.

In Pataudi block, ward
number 11 and ward number
14 have been placed in the con-
tainment zone and the adjoin-
ing areas including Rampura,
Zonia, Birkhurd, Mubarikpur,
Jatauli, Mumtazpur,
Baspadmaka, Chavan, Khanpur
and Ransika have been placed
in the buffer zone.

“Each containment zones
have been sealed, entry and exit
routes would be determined
from where supplies of essen-
tial goods would be made.
Also, Door to door screening
will be done under the super-
vision of the civil surgeon. The
status of the containment zones
will be reviewed after five days
by the Containment Review
Committee,” Khatri said.

Apart from this Gurugram
has so far reported 84 positive
cases including eleven fresh
cases on Monday in which 7
cases are linked from Azadpur
sabzi mandi, New Delhi.
Meanwhile, 49 have been cured
and discharged. While 35 are
undergoing treatment.
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With three fresh cases
reported last week, the

number of people suffering
from malaria in the national
Capital has reached to 37 this
year. According to officials,
this is the highest numbe of
malaria cases reported in last
three years.

Out of these cases, 16
patients who diagnosed with
the disease belong to Delhi
while 16 patients traced here
were from different states and
other five patients did not pro-
vide their address. Besides this,
at least 46 cases of dengue and
18 cases of Chikungunya also
reported this year.

Mosquito-breeding has
been reported in at least 636
households and 1183 legal
notices have been issued this
year, according to data released
by the South Delhi Municipal
Corporation (SDMC) on
Monday.

The dengue breeding
checkers have checked

2952121houses and also issued
challans to 50 numbers of
office and residential premises
till May 4.

Last year only one case of
malaria reported in 2019, seven
in 2018 and nine in 2017 till the
time, according to data released
by SDMC on Monday.

A senior SDMC official
said that all the preventive
steps have been taken to reduce
the cases. “The key to preven-
tion of Dengue is ensuring
there is no clean stagnant water
in homes and around, which
does not allow the Aedes mos-
quitoes to breed, and therefore
dengue cannot spread,” he said.

The regarding district
health officials conduct regular
checks for breeding but it is put
on hold for now in the wake of
Coronavirus disease. “Although
regular spraying and fogging
are also being done to control
mosquito menace,” he said.

Dengue mosquito larvae
breed in clear, standing water
while those of malaria mos-
quito thrive even in dirty water.
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The Delhi Government has
decided to hire home

healthcare providers to care for
home isolation for Covid-19
patients

For this an entire training
manual has been designed
which will be given to all

patients and their caregivers. 
According to the Delhi

Government, a team of health
workers will call each patient
personally, and educate them
on best practices for home
isolation. 

“This will be followed by a
daily call that will track all the
important vitals of the patient
and answer all their queries.

The patients would also get
automatic SMS alerts for
patients testing to be done
after 14 days of isolation.”

Government is working
with one of the best Home
Health Care providers in India
to make sure all Covid positive
patients get the best health care
possible during their home
isolation period.
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In first Cabinet meeting after
corona lockdown relaxation,

the Delhi Government
approved various proposals,
including ex-gratia amount of
Rs 1 crore for the family of
Intelligence Bureau officer and
financial assistance scheme to
non-PSV(Public Sector

Vehicle) badge holders E -
rickshaw drivers.

In first, Delhi Cabinet
chaired by Chief Minister
Arvind Kejriwal approved the
ex-gratia amount of Rs 1 crore
for the family of  Ankit Sharma,
IB Officer, who lost his life on
Feb 26 this year in North East
Delhi riots.

In their second decision,
cabinet ministers approved one
time financial assistance of Rs
50000 to every para-transit
vehicle driver holding a PSV
Badge in Delhi.  

The Cabinet approved to

extend the Scheme to every
permit holder of para-transit
vehicle in Delhi as well as
owners of e-rickshaws regis-
tered in Delhi.

According to Delhi gov-
ernment, with this decision,
more than 60,000 permit hold-
ers of para-transit vehicles and
owners of e-rickshaws regis-
tered in Delhi, shall be bene-
fitted.  It is clarified that permit
holders of para-transit vehicles
who were also holding PSV
Badges have already been cov-
ered under the existing
Scheme.
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In the ongoing Covid-19 pandemic
fight, the Police Welfare Society’s

(PFWS) President Pratima Shrivastava
has undertaken a number of initiatives
in order to strengthen the overall
Delhi Police response and to keep
police personnel and their families
safe.

The first initiative was production
of stitched cotton standard face masks
at its skilled centres situated at Narela,
Model Town, Ahata Kidara and

Dwarka. So far 22500 masks have
been distributed amongst police per-
sonnel and marginalised urban poor
for its effective use for multiple times
after a wash.

According to official, in an impor-
tant move, PFWS in collaboration
with Tihar Jail Authorities also took
up the preparation of ‘Hand Cleansers’
and Sanitizers with prescribed ingre-
dients specified under the granted
license.

“The main objective was to pro-
vide pocket sanitizers to the police

personnel apart from their family
members at free of cost to have ade-
quate protection against infection. So
far nearly 7000 bottles have been pre-
pared and distributed both amongst
police personnel and needy persons
in the areas of Industrial Area Samay
Pur Badli, Shakur Basti and Azad Pur
Jhuggis near Kela Godam, Shalimar
Bagh,” said the official.

“In a further escalation to its
commitment the PWFS, in association
with Legal Rights Council, NGO
focusing upon health awareness apart

from other issues, has undertaken a
systematic distribution of Ayurvedic
immunity drink including Kadha
(decoction) also known as “Kashyam”
to Police families of Delhi Police
Personnel residing in Police Colonies,”
the official added.

“The programme was launched
on Monday at Welfare Centre in
Jagat Puri Police Colony wherein Raj
Laxmi Manda, General Secretary
LRC, was personally present along
with welfare staff of PFWS,” the offi-
cial said. 

%���+����'��&#�����������*������������ �!�
������	���	��	��
./0�!/1)$

Criticising the Delhi
Government’s decision to

open liquor shops in the
Capital that created ‘chaos’ like
situation in parts of Delhi,
Leader of Opposition in Delhi
Assembly Ramvir Singh
Bidhuri said that with the
decision an increase of up to 10
per cent of corona cases is
feared.

Bidhuri requested the
Delhi government to recon-
sider its decision. In a letter
written to the Chief Minister
Arvind Kejriwal on Monday,
Bidhuri, referring to the situa-
tion that arose after the shops
were opened, said that the
opening of liquor shops in the
capital caused huge crowds
which completely broke the

lockdown norms.
“There were reports of

police lathi charge to control
the situation and open violation
of the rules of social distanc-
ing,” he said.

Bidhuri said that 427 new
patients of Corona have been
traced in Delhi on Sunday.  He
has expressed the apprehension
that the opening of liquor
shops may increase the num-
ber of people caught in the
pandemic by about 10 percent. 

“Both liquor sellers and
buyers are at risk of being
infected in the wake of cash
transactions in the sale and
purchase of liquor,” he said.

The Leader of Opposition
has urged the Chief Minister
Kejriwal reconsider its decision
to open liquor shops and sell of
liquor in view of the serious
condition of Corona in Delhi.
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The Delhi Congress
slammed the Delhi

Government for its decision to
allow liquor outlets in the
National Capital to open, say-
ing that the decision was
taken without proper plan-
ning and will lead to sharp
spike in the corona cases in
Delhi in coming weeks.

Congress Delhi unit pres-
ident Chaudhary Anil Kumar
said that the government is
trying to boost its revenue
without bothering about the
health of the people as Delhi
has been witnessing a rise in
the Covid-19 pandemic graph
and it woefully failing to
check the fast spread of the
killer virus in the city.

“The Kejriwal
Government’s claim of keep-
ing social distance and the
assemblage of not more than
five people outside a liquor
shop at any given time, was
violated with impunity after
the liquor shops were opened
today as people jostled outside
liquor shops to buy booze,
which forced the police to

intervene and  down the shut-
ters at many places,” he said.

Incidentally, the Delhi
Government on Sunday
decided to open only the
standalone liquor shops dur-
ing lockdown. While alcohol
shops are not allowed to open
in containment areas.

Kumar further said that
the Government should have
done proper planning before
allowing the liquor shops to
open otherwise the move will
only lead to sharp spike in the
Corona cases in the Capital.

Meanwhile senior
Congress leader Sandeep
Dikshit distributed sumptu-
ous meals to the needy peo-
ple.  The party has been dis-
tributing tasty, nutritious food
to the poor people from the
Congress Ki Rasoi across
Delhi ever since the Covid-19
lockdown.

Kumar said that both the
BJP and the Kejriwal
Government have been
indulging in a war of words to
take credit but the truth is that
neither any BJP kitchen nor
that of the Kejriwal
Government was visible
throughout Delhi. 
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Amit Sharma, the senior
Indian Police Services

(IPS) officer, who was injured
during communal clashes
between two groups in
Northeast Delhi’s Gokalpuri
in February, resumed duty on
Monday amid coronavirus
pandemic after recovery.

Sharma, the Deputy
Commissioner of Police
(DCP), Shahdara district was
injured on February 24 when
clashes broke out between two
groups over citizenship amend-
ment law.

In his absence, Additional
Deputy Commissioner of
Police (North) Dinesh Kumar
Gupta was given the charge of
Shahdara district. He was
applauded and welcomed by
his staff at his office on
Monday.

DCP Amit Sharma, a 2010-

batch IPS officer, underwent
surgery and was treated at Max
Hospital in Patparganj after he
suffered serious injuries during
clashes over the Citizenship
(Amendment) Act in northeast
Delhi. He suffered injuries to
his head and hand in violence
in Gokulpuri on February 24.
The officer’s vehicle was also set
afire by protesters.

Aleast 11 police personnel,
including Sharma, the DCP,
Shahdara and ACP (Gokalpuri)
Anuj Kumar were injured while
trying to quell the protests. Two
CRPF police personnel were
also injured while Ratan Lal
(42), a head constable attached
to the office of the ACP
Gokalpuri, died after he sus-
tained injuries during stone
pelting at Gokalpuri.

The communal clashes in
Northeast Delhi claimed life of
at least 53 people while injur-
ing over 250 people.
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Following the long queues
with no social distancing

norms, the Resident Welfare
Associations (RWAs) across the
Capital have urged the Delhi
Government to immediately
close down all liquor vends and
review arrangements.

RWA’s strongly objected to
the opening of liquor shops in
most parts of the city despite
entire Delhi being declared as a
Red Zone. According to VK
Vohra, the Convenor of Delhi
RWA Forum, there were long
queues early in the morning
outside liquor shops.

“There was no social dis-
tancing and in some areas it
became a law and order prob-
lem following which police had
to shut some vends,” said Arora.

“The Delhi Government
should now review the situation
and it should open these outlets
with proper implementation of
order and in phase manner so
that social distancing norms are
followed,” said another member.

An RWA member of
Greater Kailash said there
should have been a policy by
Delhi Government before
opening these liquor shops and
seeing what had happened on
Monday I urge Government to
take strong step and open
these liquor shops in phase
manner.

“It is better that like odd
even formula would be brought
in by Government, they can
think about home delivery of
liquor. Even the Government
can introduce rationing per
person to prevent hoarding or
black marketing,” he said. 
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Delhi Cabinet on Monday
approved ration for the

month of May 2020 for non-
PDS cardholders.

Cabinet has approved
ration for the month of May
to 38 lakh non-PDS card-
holders – who registered for
ration e-coupons through an
online process. 

According to government
officials, each individual will
be given 4kg wheat and 1 kg
rice, and every family will
receive the Corona Relief kit
that is being given to PDS
cardholders. 

The Corona relief kit con-
sists of 1 litre of refined oil,
1kg Chhole chana, 1kg sugar,
1kg salt, 200gm Haldi powder,
200gm Dhania powder,
200gms chili powder and 2
bars of soap. The Government
of NCT of Delhi is committed
to ensuring that no one goes
hungry, in the Corona lock-
down period.
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After the CRPF, the
BSF has now

sealed at least two
floors of its headquar-
ters  at  the CGO
Complex here after a
Head Constable was
tested positive for
coronavirus late on
Sunday evening. 

Direct, secondary
and tertiary contact
tracing of other per-
sonnel with the infected per-
son is being conducted as per
protocol and the building is
being disinfected, BSF offi-
cials said. 

"A head constable of BSF
working in BSF Force
Headquarters Block 10 CGO
Complex, has been found
COVID-19 positive late night
on 3rd May 2020. He last
attended office on Friday 1st
May 2020. He was working in
an office on 2nd floor of BSF
Force Headquarters ,"  a
spokesperson of the Border
Security Force (BSF) said. 

All persons came in his
contact have been identified
and quarantined. They will
also be tested for COVID-19.
Offices on first and second
floors of Force Headquarters
have been closed as a precau-
tion, the official said.

Prior to the detection of
the case, on Friday (May 1,
2020), as a special precau-
tionary measure BSF Force
Headquarters was closed early
by 4 PM, he said. 

All attending staff vacat-
ed offices and the entire office
complex was thoroughly san-
itized with prescribed solu-
tions of disinfectants. For
Saturday and Sunday, the
Force Headquarter was
closed. 

No staff other than the
security personnel and the
control room members in
limited numbers worked at
the Force's Headquarters. 

The disinfection of the
complete BSF Block was done
again on Monday in the light
of the latest COVID-19 pos-
itive case in the paramilitary. 

"Identification of sec-
ondary and tertiary contacts
as per protocol is being car-
ried out. All protocols are
being followed," an official
said, adding those identified
will be also put under home
quarantine.

Meanwhile, the Sashastra
Seema Bal (SSB) has report-
ed 13 personnel as Covid-19
positive till so far. 

While nine personnel

infected with corona virus are
from the 25th battalion of the
border guarding force based
at Ghitorni in the national
capital, the remaining four are
from other locations, offi-
cials said.

They said all the infected
personnel have been put in
hospital isolation. 

The 80,000 personnel
strong SSB is the designated
border guarding force and
Lead Intelligence Agency for
the 1,751 km long India-
Nepal and 699 km of the
Indo-Bhutan borders. 

The SSB is also engaged in
a variety of internal security
roles in different theatres
including Jammu and
Kashmir and Naxal-hit States. 

The Central  Reser ve
Police Force (CRPF) head-
quarters, also located in the
CGO Complex here, was shut
following a positive Covid-19
test report of an Assistant
Commandant attached with a
senior paramilitar y 
official.
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With just 610 coronavirus
positive cases, 112 of the

total 115 aspirational districts
have fared well when compared
to the national level of infec-
tion.

Aspirational districts are
those which have shown rela-
tively lesser progress in key
social areas and have emerged
as pockets of under-develop-
ment, thereby posing a chal-
lenge to ensure balanced
regional development.

“In the Aspirational
Districts Programme piloted by
NITI Aayog, as of now there
are about 610 cases in 112 aspi-
rational districts which is  con-
sidered fairly low at less than 2
per cent of the national level of
infections,” Niti Aayog
Chairman and head of an
Empowered Group Amitabh
Kant said on Monday at a
press briefing here on Monday.

Of these, six districts have
reported the first case after
April 21. Major hotspots are
Baramula (62), Nuh (57),
Ranchi (55), YSR (55),
Kupwara (47) and
Jaisalmer(34), he said.

NITI Aayog has taken steps
to ensure that these districts are
able to contain the spread of the
virus and has actively referred
the requirements in testing
kits, PPE and masks to the
respective empowered groups
for necessary action in order to
address supply constraints, it
noted.

“Collaboration has been
one of the guiding principles in
Aspirational District
Programme and these part-
nerships have enabled the
District Administrations in
ramping up isolation camps,

setting up control rooms, door-
to-door food supplies, distrib-
ution of cooked foods, mobi-
lization of Self Help Groups for
making home-made masks,
sanitizers and re-usable & ster-
ilizable protective gear while
simultaneously sustaining their
livelihoods during lockdown
period. Osmanabad is one such
district where a testing Centre
has been established by utiliz-
ing the CSR corpus,” it said.

However, he admitted that
the return of migrant labour-
ers en masse from urban hubs
of work to their villages is a pri-
mary area of concern and
efforts are being taken to
ensure their care, quarantine
and treatment go hand in hand.

Kant talked about ‘surak-
shit dada-dadi & nana-nani
abhiyan’ programme launched
by the Piramal Foundation
saying that it aims at an out-
reach focused on senior citizens
in order to sensitise them on
preventive measures and req-
uisite behavioral changes and
document and address issues
related to food, ration, medi-
cines, etc delivery.

Similarly, Bill & Melinda
Gates Foundation, in partner-
ship with NITI Aayog and
other development partners,
have developed a public good
message repository with stan-
dardized content in local lan-
guages on mask wearing,
hygiene measures, social dis-
tancing, motivation of frontline
workers, among others.
DMs/DCs of Aspirational
Districts have been requested
to examine and suitably use the
resources on this website (indi-
afightscovid.com) for strength-
ening the communication strat-
egy, said a statement from the
Niti Aayog
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Rejecting the Pakistan
Supreme Court’s order to

hold general elections in Gilgit
and Baltistan, New Delhi on
Monday reiterated that they
are an integral part of India
and issued a demarche to reg-
ister its protest to a senior
Pakistani envoy here.

The demarche Monday
conveyed "the entire Union
Territories of Jammu and
Kashmir and Ladakh, includ-
ing the areas of Gilgit and
Baltistan, are an integral part
of India" by virtue of its fully
legal and irrevocable acces-
sion.

Moreover, the
Government’s position is
reflected in a unanimous res-
olution passed in this regard

by Parliament in 1994, the
external affairs ministry said
here.

Reacting to the Pakistan
Supreme Court order passed
last week, the ministry also
said the Pakistan government
or its judiciary has no locus
standi on territories illegally
and forcibly occupied by it. 

“India completely rejects
such actions and continued
attempts to bring material
changes in Pakistan Occupied
area of the Indian territory of
Jammu and Kashmir,” the
ministry said. 

The court order allowed
the Pakistan government to
hold elections in September in
Gilgit-Baltistan and setting
up a caretaker government
during the interim period.
The order said Gilgit-Baltistan

came within its domain.
The Indian Government,

meanwhile, also asked in the
demarche that Islamabad must
"immediately vacate them”
which are under “its illegal
occupation.”

The strong retort said such
actions can neither hide the
illegal occupation of parts of
Union Territories of Jammu
and Kashmir and Ladakh by
Pakistan nor the grave human
rights violations, exploitation
and denial of freedom to the
people residing in Pakistan
occupied territories for the
past seven decades.

In a recent order, the
Pakistan Supreme Court
allowed the amendment to the
Government of Gilgit-Baltistan
Order of 2018 to conduct the
general elections in the region.
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Pakistan is still following its
“myopic” and “limited”

agenda of pushing terrorists
into Jammu and Kashmir
and India will respond appro-
priately with precision unless
the neighbouring country
gives up its policy of State-
sponsored terrorism, Army
Chief Gen MM Naravane
said here.

In an exclusive interview
to PTI, the chief of the 1.3
million-strong Army said
India will give “proportionate
response” to all  acts of
infringement of ceasefire and
support to terrorism by
Pakistan.

On the Handwara
encounter, Gen. Naravane
said India is proud of the five
security personnel who laid
down their lives saving civil-
ians from terrorists at a vil-
lage in the North Kashmir
locality and particularly
complimented Col Ashutosh
Sharma who led the opera-
tion.

“I would like to empha-
sise that Indian Army will
give proportionate response
to all acts of infringement of
ceasefire and its (Pakistan’s)
support to terrorism. The
onus remains with Pakistan
to bring peace in the region,”
the Chief of Army Staff said.

“Unless Pakistan gives up
its policy of State sponsored
terrorism, we will continue to
respond appropriately and
with precision,” he added.

Gen Naravane said the
recent infiltration attempts by
Pakistan along the Line of
Control  in Jammu and
Kashmir showed that
Pakistan is not interested in
battling the coronavirus pan-
demic and is still following its
“own myopic and limited
agenda of pushing terrorists
inside India.”

“The low priority given to
the Pakistani citizens by its
own government and the
army is apparent by the expo-
nential rise in cases and mas-
sive shortages of medical
equipment and supplies in
Pakistan,” he said.

The Army Chief said
even during the SAARC
video conference, Pakistan’s
narrow-mindedness was on
full display when it used the
platform to complain about
“non-existent” violations of
human rights in Kashmir
instead of finding ways to
keep its citizens safe from the
pandemic.

“The increased intensity
of ceasefire violations by the
Pakistan army, where its tar-
gets innocent civilians on
the LoC, just shows that the
country is a global risk and is
not interested in providing
relief to its own citizens,” he
said.

“In fact ,  Pakistan’s
removal of names of hardcore
terrorists from the terror
watch list just proves that it
still believes in exporting ter-
rorism as an instrument of
State policy,” he added.

On implementation of
recommendations of terror
anti-terror watchdog FATF,
Gen Naravane said Pakistan
has sought to “blindside” the
international community by
making superficial changes
and amendments to its “non-
existent” checks on terror
financing and money laun-
dering.

“It still  continues to
employ proxies to inflict ter-
ror and violence not only
inside India but also in
Afghanistan where it sup-
ports the Taliban militarily
and financially,” he said.

“The sudden spurts in
violence against Afghan secu-
rity forces are indicative of
the illegal and illicit drug and
money laundering networks
that fuel the conflict,” Gen
Naravane added. 
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The Supreme Court Monday
asked the Bombay High

Court to decide the plea,
preferably within two weeks,
opposing the burial of people
dying of Covid-19 in a ceme-
tery in Mumbai's Bandra west
locality on the ground that it
might spread infection in
adjoining areas.

A bench comprising
Justices R F Nariman and
Indira Banerjee passed the
order while hearing through
video-conferencing an appeal
filed against the April 27 inter-
im order of the high court.

The order had refused to
grant interim relief on a plea
challenging Brihanmumbai
Municipal Corporation's
(BMC) permission to use three
cemeteries in the Bandra West
to bury bodies of COVID-19
victims.

"The impugned interim
order by the single judge of the
Bombay High Court dated
April 27 has denied ad-interim
relief in the writ petition filed,"
the apex court said in its order.

"Concerning the fact that
the writ petitioner and his
family members are worried
about the spread of COVID-19
thanks to burials taking place
in the immediately adjacent
burial ground, we feel that this
is a matter in which the motion
itself should be taken up and
disposed of at the earliest,
preferably within a period of
two weeks from today," the
bench said while disposing of
the plea.

The plea, filed in the high
court by Mumbai-resident
Pradeep Gandhy and others
who are residing near the
Konkani Muslim Kabrastan in
suburban Bandra west, had

claimed that locals were afraid
of community spread of the
virus, if the burial was not done
properly.

Later, a Muslim body had
sought intervention in the
appeal filed by Ghandy in the
top court, and said that the
apprehension about alleged
spread of infection due to bur-
ial of bodies of those infected
with COVID-19 was unfound-
ed as there was no risk of the
spread of virus.

“It is submitted that the
burial of dead bodies is essen-
tial to the religion of Islam as
well as in other religions such
as Christianity. 

Such a right forms part of
the right to practice one's reli-
gion under Article 25 of the
Constitution of India,” the
Muslim body had said in its
plea.

In its order passed on
Monday, the apex court noted,
"Application for implead-
ment/intervention is disposed
of in view of the fact that the
special leave petition itself has
been disposed of."
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The Centre and the Jammu
and Kashmir administra-

tion justified in the Supreme
Court on Monday the restriction
on 4G service in the UT saying
high speed internet might be
used for sending information
about troop movement, and
referred to Saturday's "tragic"
deaths of security personnel in
an encounter with terrorists.

The top court, dealing with
PILs seeking restoration of 4G
service in the UT, said it has to
deal with the legal question of
ensuring balance in view of
health and security concerns
raised by the petitioners and the
governments.

The submissions of the

Centre and the UT were opposed
before a bench, headed by Justice
N V Ramana, by senior lawyers
Salman Khurshid and Huzefa
Ahmadi who were representing
parties seeking restoration of 4G,
on grounds such as right to
access doctors is an inherent
under article 21 (Right to Life)
of the Constitution and it's depri-
vation should be judged in view
of the coronavirus or Covid-19
pandemic.

They also alleged that the
right of children to access schools
through the high speed internet
service have been hampered.

The bench, which also com-
prised Justices R Subhash Reddy
and B R Gavai, heard arguments
of both sides including that of
Attorney General K K

Venugopal and Solicitor General
Tushar Mehta, for the Centre and
the Union Territory respective-
ly, and reserved the verdict.

During the over 2-hour
hearing, held via video confer-
encing, Venugopal said the gov-
ernment's policy decision should
not be questioned as the restric-
tion was meant to protect the
entire population of the State and
not only patients.

“Terrorists are being pushed
into the country. Yesterday, there
were some tragic incident,”
Venugopal said, adding that
videos of the troop movements
can be shared with the enemy by
using 4G and there was no
denial of the fact that security of
the state was considered while
taking such a decision.
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The Indian Council of
Medical Research (ICMR)

has deployed tech giant IBM’s
artificial intelligence-powered
Watson virtual assistant on its
portal to respond to queries
from front-line staff and data
entry operators across the
country on COVID-19.

The virtual agent has been
deployed on protected pages
of the ICMR website that can
be accessed only by autho-
rised personnel who are

involved with sample collec-
tion and testing in hospitals
and diagnostic labs, IBM said
in a statement on Monday.

The queries could be
related to nature and process
of data to be captured by test
labs, how to record invento-
ry of test kits and reagents,
process of  report ing to 
various Government 
agencies and references to
the latest guidance, in addi-
tion to responding to queries
on COVID-19 in general.

“It is critical to remain

focused on testing, diagnosis
and treatment in order to
lower the growth curve. This
collaboration with IBM will
help automate responses from
the field and facilitate access
to accurate and updated data
on COVID-19 diagnostics
and reporting,” said Professor
Balram Bhargava, Director
General, ICMR.

"This will help augment
our teams'' response time and
allow them to concentrate on
priorities like developing,
updating testing and treat-

ment protocols and guidance
for COVID-19," he added.

The Watson virtual agent
is able to understand and
respond to common queries
in English and Hindi from
approved testing facilities for
COVID-19 across India at
scale, around the clock in a
uniform and timely manner.

The virtual agent is also
expected to help in on-board-
ing new data entry operators
and staff of diagnostic centres,
as the COVID-19 test net-
work expands across the

country.
"The deployment of IBM's

chatbot AI platform is aimed
to help ICMR effectively 
manage the process of cap-
turing data relat ing to
COVID-19,"  said
Gopalakrishnan Senior
Addit ional  Secretar y,
Ministry of Electronics and
Information Technology.

IBM last month said it has
trained virtual agent ''Watson
Assistant for Citizens'' to
answer common queries
about COVID-19.
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As India faces an unprece-
dented challenge with the

Covid-19 global pandemic
affecting livelihood, a network
of 92,000 NGOs, a record of
sorts, has joined hands with the
Government in delivering
essential services such as
cooked and raw foods besides
creating awareness about social
distancing to crores of vulner-
able including homeless,
migrants and poor people.

The Government consti-
tuted Empowered Committee-
6 Chairman Amitabh Kant,
CEO NITI Aayog said on
Monday that NGOs like
Akshaya Patra, Rama Krishna
Mission, Tata Trusts, Piramal
Foundation, Piramal Swasthya,
Bill and Milinda Gates
Foundation, Action Aid,
International Red Cross Centre
(ICRC), Pradhan, Prayas, Help-
age India are among numerous
NGOs doing a commendable
job.

Ditto with SEWA, Sulabh
International, Charities Aid
Foundation of India, Gaudia
Math, Bachpan Bachao
Andolan, the Salvation Army,
Catholic Bishops' Conference of
India and many more NGOs
like Mahaveer International
and Uttarakhand Manav Seva
Samiti.

For instance, Mahaveer
International which has 212
centres across the States has
been distributing ration kits
which include food items like
wheatflour, rice, oil and others
as well as packed fresh cooked
foods to the poorest of the poor
at Yamuna Khadar, near DND
Flyover and rainywell near
Yamuna bridge, ITO since lock-

down crisis. “While reaching
out to the beneficiaries we
ensure that they follow social
distancing norms. We also dis-
tribute masks to them,” said V
N Sharma, Chairman
(Finance), Mahaveer
International, Delhi.

These NGOs are engaged
in assisting and supporting the
local administration in setting
up community kitchens par-
ticularly for migrants and
homeless population working
in urban areas.

For instance, Akshaya Patra
Foundation, has served over
two crore meals to vulnerable
communities likemigrant pop-
ulation, daily-wage labourers,
industrial workers and home-
less people across India during
the COVID-19 related lock-
down.

Creating awareness about
prevention, hygiene, social dis-
tancing, isolation, and com-
bating stigma and supple-
menting the government efforts
to provide shelter to homeless,
daily wage workers, and urban
poor families are some other
areas where these NGOs are
pitching in, said Kant.

“A primary area of concern
in these times is the mass exo-
dus of migrant labourers from
urban hubs of work to their vil-
lages. NGOs are coordinating
efforts and working closely
with the district administrations
and state governments so that
measures of care, quarantine,
and treatment go hand in hand.

“In the next phase, we plan
to mobilise Civil Society
Organisations/ NGOs for
movement against Covid-19
stigmatisation and in protecting
the elderly and senior citizens,”
the official added.
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The BJP on Monday accused
the Congress of accusing it

of “politicising” the “smooth
process” of transportation of
migrant workers stranded
across States.

BJP said the railways has
been providing subsidised tick-
ets bearing 85 percent of the
travel costs, while the rest of 15
per cent cost will be borne by
States.

BJP’s national  spokesperson,
Sambit Patra, took to Twitter say-
ing, “Rahul Gandhi ji, I have
attached guidelines of MHA
which clearly states that ‘No tick-
ets to be sold at any station’
Railways has subsidised 85% &
State govt to pay 15% The State
govt can pay for the tickets
(Madhya Pradesh’s BJP govt is
paying). Ask Cong state govts to
follow suit".

The BJP spokesperson fur-
ther said, “And this is how the
Congress ruled State
Governments can pay the 15%
for the Migrant workers (85%
being taken care of by the
Railways) rather than politicis-
ing the otherwise smooth
process taken up by the railways.” 

Congress leader Rahul
Gandhi had criticised govern-
ment for allegedly charging the
workers for ferrying them to
their respective native places
and Congress president Sonia
Gandhi has offered to bear the
cost of the tickets through the
party's State units.
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The Government on
Monday notified new sets

of specified health warnings for
all tobacco product packs by
making an amendment to the
Cigarettes and other Tobacco
Products (Packaging and
Labelling) Rules, 2008. The
amended rules will come into
effect from September 1, 2020,
to be valid for a year from the
date of effect.

The Government issued
two images—to be displayed
by the tobacco products man-
ufactured or imported or pack-
aged on or after September 1
while the other one will be dis-
played by the product manu-
factured or imported or pack-
aged after September 1, the
statement said.

“The fresh warnings will
be valid for a year from the
date of effect,” added the state-
ment.

"Any person engaged
directly or indirectly in the
manufacture, production, sup-
ply, import or distribution of
cigarettes or any tobacco prod-
ucts shall ensure that all tobac-
co product packages shall have
the specified health warnings
exactly as prescribed,'' said
the statement.

Any violation of the rules
is a punishable offence with
imprisonment or fine as pre-
scribed, it noted.

The Government has
already asked the States to pro-
hibit spitting tobacco and
guthka in the public places
warning that it may help
spread infectious Coronavirus.

Subsequently many States like
Rajasthan, Haryana and
Himachal Pradesh has already
banned the spitting and those
violating the norms will be
fined.

As per the World Health
Organisation (WHO), smok-
ing may increase the risk of
getting a severe case of coro-
navirus as it damages the
lungs and other body parts.
"The act of smoking means
that fingers (and possibly con-
taminated cigarettes) are in
contact with lips which
increases the possibility of
transmission of the virus from
hand to mouth. Smokers may
also already have lung disease
or reduced lung capacity
which would greatly increase
the risk of serious 
illness," as per the WHO.
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Chennai: Come May 7, tipplers in
Tamil Nadu can have their drink in
Tamil Nadu as the State Government
has decided to open the liquor shops.

In a statement issued here the
government said the Tasmac liquor
outlets will be opened from May 7
onwards. The shops will function
between 10 a.m. and 5 p.m.

The Tamil Nadu government
said in order to control the movement
of people in the state border areas with
Karnataka and Andhra Pradesh as
liquor shops have been opened there,
the decision to open the liquor shops
in the state has been taken.

However liquor shops located in
the containment zones will continue
to be closed.

According to the government,
social distance of six feet should be

maintained between persons standing
in a queue.

For the state government, the sale
of liquor is a major source of revenue
and this was stopped for the past 40
days due to nationwide lockdown.

On Sunday night the government
increased the value added tax on
petrol and diesel.  IANS
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All concerns and apprehen-
sions expressed by medical

doctors, health experts  and
those in the business of drug
industry should be termed
much ado about nothing,
according to two septuagenar-
ian doctors who have more than
five decades of experience in the
fields of diagnosis and medical
research.

Citing an editorial pub-
lished in 1993 by The Lancet ,
the weekly peer-reviewed gen-
eral medical journal which had
its origin in 1823, these doctors
CV Krishnaswamy and Prof
BM Hegde, widely respected in
their profession by peers and
juniors alike, ask  the common
man/woman and policy makers
not to be carried away by terms

like coronavirus, Covid-19 and
pandemic.

The April 17, 1993 issue of
The Lancet has an editorial
titled “Do Epidemiologists
Cause Epidemics?” in which it
is mentioned that physicians
have a tendency to diagnose
what they believe is common.
The Lancet, a  highly respected
medical journal, had warned in
1993 itself that epidemiological
data make easy headlines which
everyone can understand and is
entitled to have an opinion
about-“coffee causes cancer”
and “breast cancer on the rise”.

The Lancet has pointed out
in the same editorial about a
report stating that an increase in
fatal myocardial infarction
among young women who used
psychotropic drugs. “These
researchers pointed out that

the finding was unexpected, that
it was the result of a secondary
analysis, in a study done for
other reasons and that there
might be a host of alternative
explanations,” said the Lancet
editorial, always considered as
the last word in the world of
medical research.

The recent past saw WHO
and other related organisations
declaring many such medical
issues and epidemic and pan-
demic, pointed out Dr CV
Krishnaswamy. “Don’t you
remember the chaos and fear
caused during the days of swine
flu, bird’s flu, SAARS, Nipah and
the likes. What happened to
those days,” asked Dr
Krishnaswamy.

The Lancet also reminds
about a provincial cancer reg-
istry issuing a warning that

cancer rates were increasing in
an area that had been under
environmental suspicion for
some years. “The popular press
responded with dramatic head-
lines. Real estate prices fell,
inhabitants reported health
problems among friends and
neighbours and contemplated
moving even though individual
respondents showed more
resilience in their health beliefs. 

On review it was found that
a wrong denominator had been
used , a mistake that could eas-
ily happen because the report-
ing of population figures did not
follow the same administrative
boundaries as the cancer reg-
istry,” said the Lancet editorial.

Back home in India, Tamil
Nadu itself is a ‘victim’ of sen-
sational reporting by the media
which had blown out of pro-

portion the ‘reports’ released by
certain NGOs that the Indira
Gandhi Centre for Atomic
Research (IGCAR) at
Kalpakkam has caused a cancer
epidemic in the region. A thor-
ough probe ordered by the
Department of Atomic Energy
(DAE) found that there was no
abnormality of any kind in and
around Kalpakkam.   

Dr Krishnaswamy is of the
view that an audit about the
fatalities that had happened
during the coronavirus is a
must. “The State has seen 30
perosn succumbing during the
period. There were octogenar-
ians and nonagenarians among
the victims. Some of those who
died had kidney and heart ail-
ments which state that the coro-
navirus is not the reason for the
deaths,” said the doctor.   
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In what could be a major set-
back for the Tamil Nadu

Government, the Madras High
Court on Monday stayed the
circular issued by the Hindu
Religious and Charitable
Endowment Commissioner
transferring an amount of �10
crore from the temples in the
State to the Chief Minister’s
Relief Fund.

A division bench consist-
ing of Justices Vineeth Kothari
and Pushpa  Sathyanarayana
stayed the circular issued by the
HR&CE commissioner while
hearing a public interest litiga-
tion filed by TR Ramesh, pres-
ident, Temple Worshippers
Society, pleading for declaring
as null and void the said cir-

cular.
“The court accepted our

contention that  the HR & CE
commissioner has no right to
unilaterally issue an order to
transfer temple funds for the
business of Government. It
seems better sense prevailed
and the Government lawyer
told the court that an order
staying the said circular would

be withdrawn. But the judges
asked the Government to file
the order withdrawing the cir-
cular as an affidavit by Friday,”
said Ramesh.   

What upset the Temple
Worshippers Society was the
indifference of the State
Government towards the
pathetic living conditions of the
priests and other staff in tem-
ples.

“The HR&CE
Commissioner is the person
who whets the proposal by the
Trustees to transfer funds to
various activities and he is the
official sitting on judgment on
such suggestions. The court
ordered that the HR&CE com-
missioner could not be the
judge in his own case,” said
Ramesh.
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GMuraleedharan, the
Thiruvananathapuram

based lawyer who was taken
into custody from the residence
of his lover at Kollam on May
Day for flouting the lockdown
rules and was quarantined for
possible coronavirus observa-
tion escaped from the  isolation
ward on Sunday night alleged-
ly with the connivance of the
police.

Muraleedharan, a CPI(M)
leader and secretary of
Trivandrum Bar Association
fell into police net when resi-
dents in Chathanoor of Kollam
alerted the district adminis-
tration about the nocturnal
inter district visits made by him
to his lover’s house. It is report-
ed that Muraleedharan was
provided with a two-wheeler by
the party leadership and a

trusted CPI(M) worker took
him to Thiruvananthapuram
through a circuitous route
keeping the police and health
officials at bay

He was caught from his
paramour’s residence on May 1
night and was admitted to the
quarantine ward to ensure that
he was not infected as well as
to make sure that he does not
infect others. But being a
CPI(M) leader, Muraleedharan
would have got the silent nod
of the police as well as the
health department officials to
escape from the ward which
was otherwise under round-
the-clock police guard.

But Muraleedharan’s car is
still under police custody and
this would be an embarrass-
ment to him as well his politi-
cal masters, said K
Kunhikannan, political com-
mentator.
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Bengaluru: A 56-year-old-man
from Kalaburagi succumbed to
Covid-19 even as 28 new posi-
tive cases emerged in Karnataka,
including 21 from Davangere
alone, in the past 19 hours
raising the State's tally to 642, an
official said on Monday.

With the new death, Covid-
19 toll in Kalaburagi has risen
to six."Positive case 587, 56-
year-old resident of Kalaburagia
died at designated hospital,"
the official said.

The deceased man is the
state's 26th Covid death, who
was admitted to a hospital on

Wednesday with the known
case of Severe Acute Respiratory
Infection (SARI), cough and
fever. His X-ray examinations
also diagnosed bilateral patchy
Pneumonitis. Kalaburagi is 575
km north of Bengaluru in this
southern State. Meanwhile, a
spike in Covid cases in
Davangere contributed 21 of the
28 new cases which emerged in
the past 19 hours.

Except one case with
Influenza Like Illness (ILI), rest
all from Davangere were con-
tacts of earlier cases, mostly
from case 533 and two from

556. Among the Davangere
cases, 12 are men and eight
women, including three chil-
dren below 17.Until Sunday 5
p.m., Davangere recorded only
10 cases, out of which two were
discharged, seven active and one
dead.

With the sudden spike,
Davangere is now battling 28
active cases. It is 266 km north-
west of the city. The balance
seven cases of the 28 new
emerged from Mandya and
Kalaburagi, 2 each,
Chikkaballapura, Haveri and
Vijayapura, 1 each. IANS
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Andhra Pradesh continues to grapple
with the Covid-19 pandemic as the

number of cases detected keep fluctu-
ating with each passing day. 

The State nodal officer reported that
67 cases were detected from the samples
tested during the 24 hours ending 10
a.m. Monday.  With 10,292 samples test-
ed during this period, the State report-
ed the largest number of tests conduct-
ed in a single day. Of the 67 cases detect-
ed, 25 were reported from the Kurnool
district which continues to top the chart
of covid-hit districts in the State.
Kurnool districts' tally stands at 491
compared to 338 in Guntur district, and
278 cases in the Krishna district.

The last 24 hours saw only five of
the 13 districts report new cases. Guntur,
Krishna, Visakhapatnam, Kadapa, and
Chittoor districts reported 19, 12, six,
four and one cases respectively.

Of the cumulative tally of 1650
cases, 524 persons have been cured and
discharged so far. The death toll has

remained unchanged at 33 since Friday.
The number of active cases in the state
is currently 1,093.

Incidentally, after witnessing a rel-
ative decline in cases over the past three
days, the state reported a slight rise in
cases on Monday morning. This is being
attributed to the significantly large
number of tests, 10292 cases, conduct-
ed. In fact, AP has the nation's highest
ratio of tests conducted per million. 

The state conducts 2,345 tests per
million population, followed by Tamil
Nadu with 1929 and Rajasthan with
1,492 tests per million.

Although the absolute figures, in
terms of positive cases continue to grow,
and stood at 1,650 on Monday, over the
past week the State had shown some
apparent progress in the containment of
the coronavirus cases.

The last seven days' statistics indi-
cate that even as the state ramped up the
number of tests conducted every day to
above 5,000, there was a relative decline
in the number of positive cases detect-
ed.
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The Covid-19 cases in Jaipur crossed the
1,000-mark on Monday as it registered 12

new cases taking its tally to 1,005 while the state
overall crossed the 3,000-mark registering a
total number of 3,009 cases, said Additional
Chief Secretary Rohit Kumar Singh.

A total of 123 Covid-19 cases was report-
ed in Rajasthan in the last 12 hours out of which
73 were from Jodhpur, 19 from Chittaurgarh,
12 from Jaipur, 11 from Pali, three from Kota,
two from Rajsamand, and one each from
Bikaner, Alwar and Udaipur, Singh 
said.

Overall, 75 deaths have been reported in
the state so far with 44 deaths reported in Jaipur,
nine in Jodhpur, six in Kota, two each in
Nagaur, Bharatpur and Bhilwara, one each in
Ajmer, Alwar, Bikaner Pratapgarh and
Chittaurgarh, two in Sikar and one in 
Tonk.
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Maharashtra’s former Chief
Minister Prithviraj Chavan

on Monday gave a new dimension
to the controversy over the Centre’s
decision to shift the International
Financial Services Centre (IFSC)
Authority from Mumbai to Gujarat,
by claiming that though this
Authority was set up at
Gandhinagar way back in March
2015, it had failed to take off as the
Ahemdabad-GIFT City did not
fulfill primary requirements for
being an IFSC.  

A day after NCP chief Sharad
Pawar dubbed the Centre’s decision
to establish the IFSC Authority at
Gandhinagar instead of Mumbai as
“egregious, erroneous and unwar-
ranted” and asked Prime Minister
Narendra Modi to reconsider the
move, Chavan gave a new spin to
the controversy by saying that

Gujarat International Finance Tec-
City (GIFT) based at Gujarat’s
business capital of Ahmedabad
"has not taken off " as it did not have
any of primary requirements for
being an IFSC.

Seeking to substantiate his
claim, Chavan tweeted the copy of
a press release put out through the
Press Information Bureau (PIB) by
the Modi government’s Finance
Ministry on March 1, 2015,
announcing that “an International
Financial Services Centre (IFSC) is
set up at Gandhinagar, Gujarat as
part of the Special Economic Zone
(SEZ). To operationalise the IFSC,
a notification under the Foreign
Exchange Management Act, 1999
(FEMA) shall be issued by the
Reserve Bank of India in March
2015, making regulations relating to
financial institutions set up in the
IFSC”. The press note cited by him
goes onto list the key features of the

regulations will be any financial
institution ( or its branch) set up in
the IFSC.

Chavan, who had also served as
the Minister of State in Prime
Minister Manmohan Singh’s office
in the Ministry of Parliament
Affairs and Ministry of Personnel,
Public Grievances and Pensions,
went on put a series of tweets to
suggest that the Ahmadbad-GIFT
City did not have any pre-requisites
to become an IFSC and that was
why it had failed to take off.

Chavan’s tweets should be seen
in the context of the Narendra Modi
government’s notification on April
27 declaring Gandhinagar in
Gujarat as the headquarters of the
IFSC Authority, at the Gujarat
International Financial-Tech
(GIFT) City. The ruling Maha
Vikas Aghadi (MVA) leaders had
earlier disapproved the move, by
saying that the Prime Minister

should not only think of his home
state, but nation as a whole.

The senior Congress leader
said that there were some of the pri-
mary requirements for setting up an
IFSC like full array of internation-
al banking services for corporates
and individuals, Full array of inter-
national capital markets, products
and services and a full array of risk
management services.

Chavan said that the other
prerequisites for an IFSC included:
a full array of insurance and rein-
surance services, a full array of
commodities markets, trading and
hedging services, a full array of
business support services
(Accounting, Legal, IT support) and
a range of global, regional and
national investment banks.

The former chief minister said
that some other primary require-
ments for setting up an IFSC
included a range of global, region-

al and national insurance compa-
nies, existence of global, regional,
national equity markets and exis-
tence of wide, deep and liquid
derivatives market. “Does
Ahmadbad-GIFT City have any of
these attributes? No wonder it has
not taken off. #IFSC,” Chavan said
in his concluding tweet.

Chavan also slammed former
chief minister Devendra Fadnavis
for making   “misleading state-
ments” about the reason behind
shifting the IFSC from Mumbai to
Gujarat.

Defending the Centre’s decision
to shift IFSC from Mumbai to
Gujarat, Fadnavis had tweeted on
May 2: “I would like to once again
draw your attention to the report
submitted by a high-level commit-
tee to the Manmohan Singh gov-
ernment in February 2007 for IFSC
in Mumbai. However, till 2014, the
previous governments at either the

Centre or then (Congress-NCP)
state government had not taken any
action on the report”.

In his response, Chavan tweet-
ed:  “What @Dev_Fadnavis has
tweeted was a UPA Expert Group
Report on Making Mumbai an
International Financial Centre. This
group was set up exclusively to
make #IFSCinMumbai. Read the
report before making misleading
statements. In 2015 Modi obsti-
nately chose Ahmadabad over
Mumbai”.

It may be recalled that in his let-
ter written to the Prime Minister on
Saturday – copy of which was
released to the media on Sunday,
NCP chief Sharad Pawar had said:
“Since IFSC is a unified agency to
regulate all financial service centres
in the country and Mumbai being
the country’s economic, financial
and commercial capital is the best
choice and place to relocate IFSC.

Jammu: The Pakistan Army on
Monday trained their guns towards
Nowshera and Sunderbani sectors of
Rajouri district  and targeted several
civilian pockets in the forward area.

According to field reports, the
Pakistan Army was using long range
and heavy calibre guns to target the
civilian pockets. Several houses in the
area suffered damages due to raining
mortar shells.  Hitting back, Indian
army too retaliated strongly and tar-
geted several 'offensive' gun positions
of Pakistan army to silence them. 

Ministry of Defence spokesman
in Jammu, Lt-Col Devender Anand
said, "the Pakistan Army first violat-
ed ceasefire agreement at around
4.00 p.m in Nowshera sector and
within half an hour they also started
pounding mortar shells in Sunderbani
sector of Rajouri on Monday. Lt-Col
Anand said, "the Indian Army retal-
iated effectively". PNS
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On day one of the third round of lock-
down,  25 new positive cases of novel

Coronavirus, 1 from Jammu division
and 24 from Kashmir division, were
reported in Jammu & Kashmir on
Monday. With this, the total tally of pos-
itive cases have gone up to 726.

According to official sources, "an
octogenarian, who had recently under-
gone surgery at a private hospital in
Amritsar, tested positive in Ashok Nagar
,Satwari area of Jammu". The patient test-
ed positive at a private laboratory and is
expected to be tested afresh at a govern-
ment laboratory on Tuesday.

According to the daily Media Bulletin,

out of 726 cases, 415 are active positive,
303 have recovered and 08 have died.

Moreover, 16 more Covid-19 patients
have recovered and discharged from var-
ious hospitals from Kashmir Division.
Meanwhile,  the Inspector General of
Police Jammu Zone, Mukesh Singh
Monday visited Samba, Kathua and
Lakhanpur to  take stock of police pre-
paredness and measures to contain the
spread of Covid-19,  

At Lakhanpur, labelled as gateway of
Jammu and Kashmir, IGP Jammu inspect-
ed the Inter-State Entry Point and com-
plimented SSP Kathua and other officers
for ensuring smooth entry and movement
of essential goods in the Union Territory
after proper screening at the barrier.
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Amid an announcement by
the interim Congress pres-

ident Sonia Gandhi that her
party would bear the cost for
the rail travel of migrant work-
ers and labourers, Chief
Minister Uddhav Thackeray
has urged the Indian Railways
not to charge money towards
tickets for travel of migrant
labourers from Maharashtra
to their respective home States.

Interacting with Revenue
Divisional Commissioners,
Collectors, bureaucrats at the
state secretary and senior police
officials through video-con-
ferencing, Uddhav said: “Since
we have relaxed lockdown
norms to an extent, migrant
labourers based in various
parts of Maharashtra are going
back to their home states for a

few days. These labourers are
poor and their financial con-
dition has gone down. We
request the Railways to con-
sider their case in a humani-
tarian manner and not to
charge them any money
towards tickets for travel to
their home states”.

For the past three days, the
state authorities have been
sending stranded migrants
from Maharashtra to their
respective homes states by
trains. The special trains car-
rying migrant labourers have
already left for various states
from Bhiwandi and Nashik.  A
special cell set up at Mantralaya
( state secretariat) is co-ordi-
nating the transportation
arrangements.

“There are a large number
of migrant labourers from
Uttar Pradesh, Bihar,

Rajasthan, Punjab, Karnataka,
West Bengal and Chhattisgarh
who are stranded in different
parts of our state. We have pro-
vided shelter and made food
arrangements for nearly five
lakh migrants in various parts
of the state. These arrange-
ments, which have been going
on for the past 40 days, will
continue till these migrant

labours will return to their
native places,” Uddhav said.

“These labourers eke their
living through daily labour
and their lives have been badly
crippled because of the
Coronavirus crisis. Under the
circumstances, these labourers
do not have enough money to
pay for their railway tickets to
back to their native states. At
some places, voluntary and
social organisations are giving
them money to buy tickets.
That being the case, it will be
good if the Railways do not
take money towards tickets
for their return journey,” the
chief minister said.

“In this regard, we have
been co-ordinating well with
the senior Railway officials.
Even other concerned state
governments are also co-ordi-
nating with the Railways. I

request you to complete the
paper formalities quickly and
send these labourers back to
their home state after under-
taking their medical tests,” the
chief minister told the state
government at the meeting
held on Sunday through video-
conferencing.

Uddhav also directed the
State Government officials to
prepare the lists of home state-
bound migrant labourers. “
We should have the lists ready
before the migrant labourers
depart for their home States in
the next few days,” the Chief
Minister told the State
Governments.

It may be recalled that on
Thursday last the chief minis-
ter had set into motion the
process of movement of 6.5
lakh migrant workers staying at
various labour camps, to their

respective states, by releasing
the Standard Operating
Procedure (SOP) and appoint-
ing three senior officers to
coordinate the efforts.

The Centre’s decision to
permit the Maharashtra gov-
ernment to send back the
migrant workers staying in
various parts of the state, to
their respective home states fol-
lowed Uddhav’s efforts to
mount pressure on the Union
government to give a go-ahead
to state to send back the
migrants to their states.

The chief minister had
raised the migrant workers’
movement issue with the Prime
Minister Narendra Modi at
the meetings that the latter had
with various chief ministers in
the country in April to review
the continued lockdown across
the country.
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With no let up in the inci-
dence of coronavirus

infections, Mumbai’s Dharavi
locality on Monday recorded
42 new positive cases of Covid-
19, taking the total number of
infected cases in Asia’s biggest
slum to 632.

A day after the Cornavirus
claimed two lives and left a
record day’s tally of 94 others
infected, the pandemic once
again raised its ugly head as 42
others tested positive for the
pandemic.  

With the fresh cases, the
total number of positive cases
has risen to 632 in Dharavi.  

Like in the previous days,
fresh infected cases were
reported from most parts of
this densely populated slum.  A
maximum of seven positive
cases were recorded in

Matunga Labour camp,  from
where 11 new cases had been
reported on Sunday. Those
infected included one month-
old male baby.

Three fresh cases each were
reported from 90 feet road, 60

feet road and Sant Rohidas
Marg.

There have been substan-
tial number infected cases in
Dharavi  for the past three days.
A day after it had witnessed 89
– which thereto the biggest-

ever surge in Coronavirus
infections in a single day,
Dharavi witnessed an alarming
94 new infected cases on
Sunday.

Earlier on April 23, one
death and 25 cases had been
reported from Dharavi in a sin-
gle day.  Later on May 1, there
were 38 new cases.  

There have so far been 20
Covid-19 triggered deaths in
Dharavi, which is one of the
Covid-19 hotspots in Mumbai.

Spread over 240 hectare
area, Dharavi is home to more
than 4 lakh people. 

Ever since first few cases of
coronavirus were reported in
the early first week of April, the
Brihanmumbai Municipal
Corporation (BMC) is closely
monitoring the situation in
Dharavi where the health
authorities have clamped a
total lockdown.     
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Even as India is grappling
with the monstrous
Coronavirus and every
organ of the State is doing
its best to contain the

spread of the pandemic, the
Chairman of the Delhi Minorities
Commission, Zafarul Islam Khan,
publicly declared that Muslims are
being “persecuted” in the country.
He has taken, what one would con-
sider, the most irresponsible step by
reaching out to the Muslim world
for help. He thanked the
Government of Kuwait “for stand-
ing with the Indian Muslims.”
Khan has since partially retracted
his statement but the damage is
done because he persists in saying
that Muslims are being persecuted
in our country.

In his first Facebook post, he
had said that Indian Muslims had
“opted until now” not to complain
to the Arab and Muslim world
about the hate campaigns against
them. He then warned that “the day
they are pushed to that (com-
plaining to the Muslim world), big-
ots will face an avalanche.” Well, Mr
Khan, under our Constitution and
the laws, you do not have the
“option,” which you imagine you
have.  Our Constitution and our
laws strictly forbid citizens from
behaving in this manner. While
Article 19(1)(a) guarantees freedom
of speech and expression, Article
19(2) imposes “reasonable restric-
tions,” which pertain to the “sover-
eignty and integrity of India, the
security of the State, friendly rela-
tions with foreign States, public
order… and incitement to an
offence.” In other words, the State
has the right to make laws to
ensure that no individual commits
these infringements. Hence the
provisions in the Indian Penal
Code (IPC) which deal with these
matters.

Despite holding an important
public office — there are lakhs of
our fellow citizens who are Muslims
and who are holding public offices
in this country — Khan has sought
to run down the nation he belongs
to. This writer is of the view that his
attempt to reach out to the Muslim
world is an affront to the core val-
ues of our secular Constitution; it
constitutes denigration of the
nation he belongs to; and disturbs
the sovereignty and integrity of
India because he sought the help of
other nations for a section of
India’s citizenry. It affects public
order because his petition to the
Muslim world will offend the sens-

es of 85 per cent of the coun-
try’s citizens, who are not
Muslims and many Muslims
themselves, who will feel that
this is an act of betrayal.
Consequently, this could result
in incitement to an offence.
Finally, it is certain to disturb
friendly relations with the Arab
world — a relationship that is
very dear to every Indian from
the days of former Egyptian
President Gamal Abdel Nasser
and former Chairman of the
Palestine Liberation
Organisation Yasser Arafat.  

The Delhi Police has acted
promptly in this case. They
have filed an FIR against Khan
under Sections 124A and 153
A of the IPC, which deal with
sedition and promoting enmi-
ty among different groups. So
now, the law will take its course.
But what Khan has done goes
well beyond legal niceties and
courtroom dramas. It is a warn-
ing bell for every citizen, who
wishes to preserve the secular,
liberal and democratic
Constitution that our founding
fathers have given us. Will we
keep it or lose it, thanks to the
follies of Khans of this world?

His original comments are
indeed detestable and must,
therefore, be contested vehe-
mently. In that statement, Khan
also revealed the kind of com-
pany he keeps. He had said
Zakir Naik, who is spreading
communal venom, is a
“respected household name.”

Seeking the interference
of another country in India’s
internal affairs is an act of
treachery. This should never be
countenanced because, in a
democracy, various groups will
always have some grouse or
another. India’s Constitution
has created an elaborate mech-
anism to address these griev-
ances and to find solutions.
Apart from the two Houses of
Parliament and the legislative
Assemblies in all States, the
nation has a strong, robust
and independent judiciary that
even has the power to strike
down Constitutional amend-
ments enacted by Parliament. 

The country also boasts of
the National Human Rights
Commission (NHRC) and the
National Minorities
Commission (NMC) and sim-
ilar institutions in States as also
the Central Information
Commission (CIC). To top it
all, India has a vibrant media
that reflects every aspect of the
country’s plurality — one look
at the abuses and barbs flung at
Prime Minister Narendra Modi
by Muslim leaders and their
flunkies on television debates
and on Twitter, Facebook and
other social media outlets will
give you an idea of how “per-
secuted” the Muslims are in our
country. 

Should they be citizens of
the Islamic nations who are
being beseeched by Khan and
should they try something like

this on the leaders of those
nations, they would be heading
straight to the gallows. Also,
some of the highly provocative
and distasteful videos circulat-
ed by Muslim youth against
Hindus in recent months
would surely be additional evi-
dence of the “persecution of
Muslims” that Khan is talking
about. Or, are we to believe that
he has not seen any of this?  

Now, onto the Tablighi
Jamaat. When all the temples
and churches in the country
were closed, including the tem-
ple of Lord Balaji in Tirupati,
why did the Tablighi Jamaat
flout Government orders? Why
did it hold the conference in
Delhi in the second half of
March with foreign delegates,
which resulted in the rapid
spread of the virus in the coun-
try? Are the Tablighis above the
law? And why have they been
spitting and abusing doctors
and nurses in different parts of
the country? Are they devoid of
basic manners?

When all this was report-
ed in the media, Khan declares
that India is in the grip of
Islamophobia. Did you, Khan,
advise the Tablighis to behave?
Have you no responsibility in
this regard?

Annie Besant and BR
Ambedkar had the prescience
to anticipate this problem — of
Indian Muslims seeking
Muslim brotherhood and
camaraderie outside the nation

they belong to. In her book,
The Future of Indian Politics,
Annie Besant said in 1922 that
“the primary allegiance of the
musalmans (Muslims) is to
Islamic countries, not to our
motherland.” She said their
attitude was “subversive of civic
order and the stability of the
State. It makes them bad citi-
zens for their centre of alle-
giance is outside their nation
and … they cannot be trusted
by their fellow citizens.” 

Annie Besant sounds
prophetic when we read the
statement of Zafarul Islam
Khan but let us not forget that
millions of Muslims, who work
in every sphere of life includ-
ing the armed forces, scientif-
ic laboratories, academia, enter-
tainment and the crafts, have
made us proud. Several of
them have achieved the pinna-
cle of success like former
Presidents Abdul Kalam, Zakir
Hussain and Fakhruddin Ali
Ahmed and Bharat Ratna
Ustad Bismillah Khan. All this
has been possible because of
the rhythm and harmony cre-
ated by our Constitution to
enable each one of us to chase
our dreams in an environment
that breeds equality and frater-
nity. We should not allow a few
malcontents like Khan to dis-
turb this.   

(The writer is an author
specialising in democracy stud-
ies. Views expressed are 
personal.)
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Sir — The death of Chuni
Goswami, the captain of the
Indian football team that won
gold at the 1962 Asian Games,
came 41 days after the passing of
his former teammate, PK
Banerjee. Goswami led Bengal in
the Santosh Trophy and Ranji
Trophy, playing both football and
cricket like Denis Compton.
The versatile Goswami was
unique in other ways as well. He
played for Mohun Bagan from
1954 to 1968 but was actually
spotted by BD Chatterjee as an
eight-year-old schoolboy;
Chatterjee got him into Mohun
Bagan’s junior team in 1946. He
held the distinction of playing for
Bagan throughout his career in
spite of offers from its arch-rival,
East Bengal, besides reported
offers from the famous English
football club, Tottenham
Hotspur. As a cricketer, Goswami
fearlessly took on Roy Gilchrist.
But some of the best cricket he
played was in 1966 when he and
Subrata Guha plotted the historic
innings defeat of Garry Sobers’
West Indies. He will be missed.

Bidyut Kumar Chatterjee
Faridabad
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Sir — Speculations were doing
the rounds about North Korean
leader Kim Jong-un’s health
after he disappeared for 20
days. All concerns were, howev-
er, put to rest on May 2 when he
attended a ceremony in

Suncheon. 
Report has it that the sudden

disappearance of Kim did not
happen for the first time. In 2014,
too, he had disappeared from the
public view for over a month. It
was widely believed that he was
dead and the announcement
was delayed only because his suc-
cessor was not yet named. Kim

Yo-jong, the sister of Kim Jong-
un, was set to succeed him. 

But why do we care about his
disappearance all the time? This
because although a tiny State,
North Korea is very important to
the world — not because it does
anything good but because it’s a
nuisance. The world cannot
afford to ignore it.  As a dictator,

Kim may be having more foes
than friends. No wonder, he is
curious to know how many will
grieve or celebrate his death. 

KV Seetharamaiah
Hassan
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Sir — The Union Government’s
decision to operate special trains
to let stranded migrant labour-
ers reach home was long over-
due and is welcome. The chal-
lenge now before State
Governments is to ensure that
the mass return of migrants
does not lead to the spread of
the Coronavirus disease. Of
utmost importance is to ensure
that social distancing norms are
maintained during travel.
Thereafter, when they reach
their destinations, strict quaran-
tine and effective monitoring is
a must. As it is, the health infra-
structure is very weak. With
more than 42,000 cases, India
cannot afford any further spread
of the disease.

Aditi Mallik
Via email
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On October 15, 2018, while interacting with
global leaders from the energy sector in New
Delhi, Prime Minister Narendra Modi had

expressed concern over the steep increase in the
international prices of crude oil (at $80 per barrel
leading to corresponding increase in price of diesel
and petrol) and had urged all leading
producers/exporters to be more responsible in fix-
ing the price, to bring it down  to a reasonable level. 

At that time, no one had even contemplated a
scenario wherein the price of crude would plunge
to a fraction of the October 2018 level. On April 22,
Brent crude was ruling at just about $15 per barrel.
In fact, the WTI (West Texas Intermediate) crude
price went into the negative territory at minus $40
per barrel. A negative price connotes that the sell-
er is willing to pay the buyer for lifting the product
as the former has no place to store and it is not pos-
sible to abruptly stop production due to technical
reasons. What has led to a complete turnaround?

Already, during 2019, particularly in the second
half, a global surplus was building up which led to
a decline in price to $60 per barrel and the trend
continued till the beginning of this year. By March
the surplus intensified due to the failure of the
Organisation of Petroleum Exporting Countries
(OPEC) to agree to a production cut. 

Meanwhile, there was an exponential growth in
Coronavirus cases, forcing a global lockdown, which
led to the destruction of oil demand on a scale never
seen before. According to research firm Rystad
Energy, during April, there was excess supply of
about 27.4 million barrels per day (mbpd).

Despite the agreement by OPEC on April 10 to
cut supplies by 10 mbpd, a huge demand-supply mis-
match remains. This has caused a precipitous decline.
Even after the Coronavirus crisis is over, the sup-
ply-demand imbalance will remain, with price
expected to stay well below $30 per barrel for a fair-
ly long period.       

These developments hold important lessons for
stakeholders on both  sides of the fence viz. sellers
and buyers of both crude oil and gas in the inter-
national market. From the sellers’ perspective, events
have demonstrated that their actions to manipulate
price by orchestrating production cut don’t always
succeed. If, they could extract a price as high as close
to $150 per barrel (2008) or $117 per barrel (2014),
it can also decline steeply to a low of $10 per bar-
rel (1997) or $26 per barrel in early 2016 and to
around $20 per barrel currently. 

The short point is that in a market where price
determination is entirely dependent on supply and
demand factors — irrespective of the cost of sup-
ply — demand is as crucial. In 2008, when global
demand was increasing exponentially (courtesy,
pump-priming by developed countries in the wake
of the Lehman financial crisis besides major boost-
ers from China and India), the price skyrocketed.
Now, when COVID–19 has annihilated demand
from all over the globe, it has plunged to a low of
about $20 per barrel. 

This (COVID–19) being a once in a lifetime
exogenous event, oil exporters may be tempted to
think that after this, it will be business as usual; hence
their continued ability to extract a higher price from
importing countries. This is flawed thinking. The
OPEC should realise that their attempt to extract a
pound of flesh in the past (that manifested in the
oil crisis of 1973 and 1979) prompted the US — then
a net importer — to develop its own resources. As
a consequence, the latter catapulted itself to one of

the net oil exporters.
With a share of about 60 per cent in

total oil exports, the hold of the OPEC bloc
on the market has substantially dimin-
ished. Now, it needs the support of other
non-OPEC exporters also to prop up the
price. Even if both OPEC and non-
OPEC act together, they will have to intro-
spect whether or not by crippling resource
position of importing countries (inevitable,
if the price is high), they will end up harm-
ing their own interests. 

This is where the clarion call given by
Modi in October 2018 and thereafter reit-
erated by Oil Minister, Dharmendra
Pradhan on umpteen occasions to
exporters for exercising restraint in pric-
ing assumes significance. While deciding
their pricing policies, the latter need to
strike a judicious balance between max-
imising their revenue on the one hand and
ensuring that the demand does not col-
lapse. That the price had plummeted by
50 per cent even before the Corona pan-
demic should serve as a warning signal.  

For decades, oil exporters have got
attuned to spending extravaganza on the
strength of high revenue from export of
oil based on exorbitant price charged from
importers. For Saudi Arabia — the lead
exporter from OPEC group — nearly 87
per cent of its budget is supported from
oil revenue. For Iraq, another major
exporter from the region, this figure is
even higher at above 90 per cent. This is
a dangerous situation.

With a low price scenario continuing
for a fairly long period (a distinct possi-
bility as restoration of demand to the pre-
COVID level is bound to be  long-drawn),
this could increase fiscal stress in these
countries to unsustainable levels. For
others like Mexico or Venezuela, which
export much less, their economic survival
is totally dependent on oil revenue, this
could lead to a catastrophe.  Saudi Arabia

has sensed it and accordingly, it is look-
ing for opportunities to diversify its
sources of income to reduce its overdepen-
dence on crude. In pursuit of this strate-
gy, last year, it unleashed plans to invest
$100 billion in India’s downstream sector,
including refining, petrochemicals, retail-
ing and so on.

This includes Aramco’s proposal to
acquire 25 per cent equity in the $60 bil-
lion West Coast refinery and petrochem-
ical project in Maharashtra in which 50
per cent will be owned by the Indian Oil
Corporation Limited (IOCL), Bharat
Petroleum Corporation Limited (BPCL)
and Hindustan Petroleum Corporation
Limited (HPCL) and the remaining 25 per
cent by the Abu Dhabi National Oil
Company (ADNOC). Aramco is also
picking up 20 per cent equity in oil and
gas assets of Reliance Industries Limited.

Saudi Arabia and other oil exporters
from the Middle East should pursue this
strategy aggressively. While reducing
their vulnerability to fluctuation in the
price of crude and resulting revenue loss,
this will also drive them towards being
more “reasonable” and “responsible” in
dealing with importing countries like
India. 

There are lessons for India as well.
First, even if it pursues indigenisation at
an accelerated pace (unlikely, as during the
last five years or so, despite loud talk of
increasing domestic production, our
dependence on import has only increased
from a little less than 80 per cent to 85 per
cent currently), we will continue to
import an overwhelming share of our
requirements. 

Hence, there is dire need to improve
our import management strategy that
should maximise gain when the price falls
and minimise loss when it increases. The
current strategy has too many gaping holes
or else, how does one explain an “inven-

tory loss” (this represents the difference
between the price at which the product in
storage was imported and the current
price) of about �25,000 crore by our oil
Public Sector Undertakings (PSUs) like
IOCL/BPCL/HPCL due to the recent
plunge in prices.

Second, when the Government
expects oil exporters to charge less from
India, the same logic should apply when
the product is sold to Indian consumers.
Unfortunately, that does not happen.
When, the international price increases the
same is passed on to the consumer. Even
when the price goes down, the consumer
does not get the benefit as then the
Government increases central excise duty
(CED). In case of gas, even as CED is “nil”
the price to users increases on account of
high value added tax (VAT) levied by State
Governments. 

There is also the fortuitous benefit that
accrues to upstream crude producing
PSUs viz. Oil and Natural Gas Corporation
(ONGC), Oil India Limited (OIL), which
produce nearly 15 per cent of India’s
requirements, due to high international oil
prices — albeit at the expense of con-
sumers. Be it a desire to collect more tax
revenue or enable PSUs to garner higher
profit, any attempt to increase price to the
consumers should be avoided on the same
logic as India uses while advocating
“responsible” pricing by oil exporters.       

Whether it is oil supplies from OPEC
or domestic supplies, the overarching con-
sideration in pricing should be to ensure
that the product is “affordable” to the end
consumers. Sans this, there will be large-
scale demand destruction which is bad
omen even for suppliers, including the
Government-owned PSUs viz. ONGC and
OIL. In short, detoxification of oil pricing
is in the best interest of all stakeholders. 

(The writer is a New Delhi-based 
policy analyst)
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The COVID-19 pandemic has
engulfed over 100 countries
around the world and for the

lack of a cure, governments have
been compelled to largely depend on
social vaccination measures, includ-
ing lockdown, isolation and social
distancing. This flu-like virus, with
origins in China’s Wuhan city, has
caused tremendous distress in terms
of health, economic and social well-
being of the international commu-
nity. 

Accountability : World
economies are in shambles but

when the dust settles, fingers will be
pointed and responsibility strictly
apportioned. Already China is being
pushed against the wall by the
global community and difficult
questions are being asked of it
regarding the origins of the virus
and the delay in warning the world
about it turning into a pandemic.

Predictably, the issue of China’s
legal liability for the COVID-19 out-
break will be raised. The US has filed
a $20 trillion lawsuit — an amount
larger than China’s Gross Domestic
Product (GDP) — against Chinese
authorities to seek reparation for
economic harm. Similar lawsuits
have been filed in Germany and
India against China claiming com-
pensation for damages. However,
domestic laws  are unsuited for this
task because the principle of sover-
eign immunity prevents local courts
from ruling on the acts of foreign
governments. For the lack of
enforceability, we must redirect our
attention to supranational legal

frameworks for remedies and solu-
tions to this precarious inquiry.

International Health
Regulations, 2005: After the spread
of the Severe Acute Respiratory
Syndrome (SARS) in 2003, the
World Health Organisation (WHO)
adopted an International Health
Regulation (IHR) by making mem-
ber countries accountable to counter
such global pandemics. Article 6
mandates each member country to
“notify the WHO, by the most effi-
cient means of communication
available, by way of the National
IHR Focal Point, and within 24
hours of assessment of public health
information.” Further, Article 7
goes on to state that if a country “has
evidence of an unexpected or
unusual public health event within
its territory, irrespective of origin or
source, which may constitute a
public health emergency of interna-
tional concern, it shall provide to the
WHO all relevant public health
information.” 

These regulations are further
fortified by Articles 11 and 12 of the
IHR which require the WHO to
share such data, once verified, with
other countries so that they can
enact precautionary measures.

It is alleged that China not
only failed on both counts but also
censored, misled and suppressed
information, from the media and
the WHO, about the Coronavirus
and its effects. Moreover, China por-
trayed COVID-19 as a new form of
pneumonia that could not be trans-
ferred from one human to another,
which was later  admitted by
Chinese authorities as otherwise.
Collectively, these actions made it
difficult for countries around the
world to adequately prepare for this
deadly virus, leading to colossal
damages to the health and finances
of nations. The destruction of virus
strains in Wuhan University also
raised suspicions regarding the
COVID-19 being a man-made virus
to be used as a biological weapon,

currently put under experimenta-
tion in Wuhan Labs. Keeping these
accusations aside, it is important to
note that it is not the first time China
is the place of origin of an epidem-
ic or deadly disease. From the Asian
flu and Hong Kong flu to the Swine
flu, all had China as their epicentre.
In the case of SARS, China’s exotic
wet market was on the radar but
Beijing failed to impose restrictions
on its billion dollar industry, over-
looking the threat of a repeated cat-
astrophe. China flouted the rules,
time and again and for this, it must
be held to account.

Jurisdictional issue: The final
and probably the most vital piece in
this puzzle is how might China be
brought before an international
court for its unlawful actions?

The major lacuna is the jurisdic-
tion of the International Court of
Justice (ICJ). Cases are referred to
the ICJ once consensus between dis-
puting parties has been established
and taking into account past

records, China has been resistant to
authority and may continue on the
path of resistance. An unconven-
tional way of circumventing the
jurisdictional issue would be to
invoke the provision that empowers
an organisation to refer disputes to
the ICJ. Article 75 of WHO’s
Constitution gives the organisa-
tion the right to refer matters to the
ICJ for advisory purposes. 

China’s failure to disclose infor-
mation and disseminate data about
the Coronavirus during its prelim-
inary stages, coupled with its wilful
negligence in regulating wildlife
trade, invariably triggers a breach of
the treaty. Though experimental and
untested, this route offers a glimmer
of hope for invoking the jurisdiction
of the ICJ to assess Chinese liabili-
ty and hold that nation accountable
for losses caused to the internation-
al community at large. 

While the ICJ’s opinion is not
directly enforceable, they do provide
an authoritative assessment of legal

liability around which governments
can synchronise their political
response by way of seizure of
Chinese assets or imposing trade
sanctions. China, being Asia’s largest
economy, holds an influential place
in world politics today. This, how-
ever, shall not be construed as a
means to assume absolute power
and continue flouting rules of the
IHR issued by the WHO.

Measures available to the affect-
ed countries are by no means sim-
ple. Each requires considerable
international collaboration, cooper-
ation and resolve to implement, par-
ticularly considering China’s tower-
ing economic influence. It is evident
that China is the originator of the
pandemic but it will be an onerous
task to classify its action and
response as advertent, willful or a
case of gross negligence in its greed
to push a lucrative, yet hazardous
billion dollar industry.

(The writer is Managing Partner
at KS Legal and Associates)

)����#
�������������	��������������������
&'�%(#��)���*�+,-.����/��%�0�%�/�1%2���%���$��'%1$�����'�*�'�3 ���'������$����4�*�'� �2%��'5�60'6�������$%/ .��* %#0'������%�(#����%/*�'3 �%�/� /���%���3%/ ���� � 

 7�0���$��2%'0���0'%/1�%���6'�#%3%/ '5��� 1����(�06#���8%�$�%���8%#*0#�/�1#%1�/(��%/�'�10# �%/1�8%#�#%*���' ����%/2 '% 7#5��'%11�'�� �7'� ($��*��$���'� �5

��
����3�(58�(*

������������������� ����� � �!"!"

!!!43�"(0'"� ��%41�,



���)��9������������������� ����� � �!"!"
����6�7����������	���

� �����������������'�����
����
�������������"����	�
��(�
����������������������
���
�38$!"�@��������
��
���
��������������������
�����
��������#��������#������

�'��#��������	��	������������

�������������������
������#�
�������=�������� �=�	���
�������
��/3�!����	�3L!��

����������������
��������#
��
�����������
���#�
���	��������
���#�M�� +��		�������	
�
����#������������,,�,,,���
9,,�,,,��������
 O0������
�������������#������	�����	�����	

������������

��������
�
����
���
������������
����
�
�P����3L!���
������
�%�L
�O<��������.����� P�O&��
������		����������(�������
#�����������
������
�����(�
�������������������
������
(��������������������������
�����
�����(���������#���
��	�����
�������������
�		������� P

� ������������������
����4�
���
��������
���������������'��(���
���(��	��
������
����	����
���'����
����	����������������
(��
�"���������������������

�������' ��������������	
#�����������
��������������
��	���������������#����������

����	
��������
����
�����
(��'�������(��'
�����	�
�������
������
�����������
��������
������
 ��������L
������
���	�����������������#��
<�����"
���'��#�
����	�M
(����������
��	�
���M���
3��������������� 

� ������
��		�����
�������
'���
�����"�@����������
��,
���������	"	���	���#���
�����
�����������(�	���		�"
����
����������������
���
�

���������	�
���(��(��'
�������
���	����������	�(��������
������ �����.������	�)��	��
���

����B.)�C�
��������
��������(�����������38$!"�@
��
�
�(���������������
������ �&		�������(���������
�
�������#����������� �&	
�����
��(��
�����������
�
�
���	����#��(�������������
�
(������������ �&
�����������
@-9��
�����������
�
�
���	����#�@D�������������(���

��		������������	���
���������
����.)��
��� 

� 4����L
�=�����������������
����������������������

������(����
�����������#����
�������������������
���������

������	��#��������	���#���
�����
����������
�������� ����
����
��������F��&������	����
���������	�����"	��#�
�������
���#�����������'�������
��
��������#���
����&���	�Q��	����
��������#�����������������������
������� �$���
�������������
0����
���������&����

�����������������������
�����
�������������������
���
�	���#����������
���
��
�

������
 

� %��F�	L
����
������4��	
%�	
���������	����#���
�����
�������L
�	��'��(�����������
��
�������������
���
��������"
���������������
������
��

���������������������
�����"�@����������
���

��
�,,�,,,��(�������������Q�,,,
�����
 �%�	
�������	����
����
#�������
��������������#����
	��'��(�������
���������
���
��
����
�������	���	������
%��
�	�� 

� $����������������������
�
G��
��������
�������
�����������������	�(���
'
��������������
���
����
���
�	�
��D,�,,,�����	�
��
����	�
���(���������		��


����������������������
��	��
�� �)��	������
���

��'�
���2�����
�
4���������
����Q;���(
����	����
�����#������-�9QQ����
����	��������������		�
������������$����
�������
�����������
����
����
�
������"
<������� �$�������������
���������;Q������
����
�	�(�
�
���	�����������++����
 

?����	����?����	����

-����-����

����� 0&�)$.=�3.6
$�1&�&%&!

The US has again prodded
Pakistan by seeking justice

for murdered American jour-
nalist Daniel Pearl, days after
his family filed an appeal before
the Supreme Court against a
verdict by a court in Sindh
province which acquitted the
prime accused and British-
born top al-Qaeda leader
Ahmed Omar Saeed Sheikh
and three others in the case.

Pearl, the 38-year-old South
Asia bureau chief for The Wall
Street Journal, was abducted
and beheaded while he was in
Pakistan investigating a story in
2002 on the alleged links
between the country’s powerful

spy agency ISI and al-Qaeda.
On April 2, a two-judge

Sindh High Court bench over-
turned the death sentence of
46-year-old al-Qaeda leader
Sheikh, who was convicted in
the abduction and murder of
Pearl in 2002. He has been in
jail for the past 18 years. The
court also acquitted his three
aides - Fahad Naseem, Salman
Saqib and Sheikh Adil- serving
life sentences in the case. The
bench announced the verdict
on the appeals filed by the four
convicts 18 years ago.

“On the eve of World Press
Freedom Day, we honour the
legacy of journalist Daniel
Pearl,” State for South and
Central Asian Affairs Alice
Wells tweeted on Sunday.
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Sydney/Wellington: New
Zealand and Australia are
discussing the potential cre-
ation of a “travel bubble”
between the two countries,
sources said on Monday, even
as Australia reported its high-
est number of coronavirus
cases in two weeks.

New Zealand Prime
Minister Jacinda Ardern will
take part in a meeting of
Australia’s emergency coron-
avirus cabinet on Tuesday,
the Australian Government
said, stoking speculation that
two-way travel could be per-
mitted in the near future.

“The idea of a bubble
with Australia was floated
two weeks ago, and this is an
example of the sort of action
that could happen within it,
while always ensuring the
protection of public health,”

New Zealand Foreign
Minister Winston Peters said
in a statement.

The prospect of two-way
travel was first proposed by
Peters, though Ardern in April
insisted it was a “long-term
goal” and would need to
include other Pacific countries.

Australia and New
Zealand have both slowed
the spread of coronavirus in
recent weeks to levels signif-
icantly below the those report-
ed in the United States, Britain
and Europe.

Meanwhile, New Zealand
recorded no new cases of the
coronavirus for the first time
since March 16 and less than
a week after the Pacific nation
ended a strict lockdown that
appears to have contained
the outbreak.

Agencies
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The number of confirmed
coronavirus cases world-

wide surpassed 3.5 million on
Monday, with three quarters of
them in Europe and the United
States. At least 3,599,396 infec-
tions and 2,49,744 deaths have
been recorded globally. The
numbers around the world
reflect only a fraction of the real
figures as many countries test
only serious cases

US: Anxious to spur an
economic recovery without
risking lives, President Donald
Trump insists that “you can sat-
isfy both” — see states gradu-
ally lift lockdowns while also
protecting people from the
coronavirus pandemic that has
killed more than 67,000
Americans.

The President, fielding
questions from Americans

Sunday night in a virtual town
hall from the Lincoln
Memorial, acknowledged valid
fears on both sides of the issue.
Some people are worried about
getting sick; others are reeling
from lost jobs and livelihoods.

Trump increased his pro-
jection for the total US death
toll to as many as 1,00,000 - up
by as much as 40,000 from
what he had suggested just a
few weeks ago.

“Look, we’re going to lose
anywhere from 75,000, 80,000
to 100,000 people,” Trump said.
“That’s a horrible thing. We
shouldn’t lose one person out
of this. This should have been
stopped in China.” But he
struck a note of urgency to
restart the nation’s economy,
declaring, “We have to get it
back open safely but as quick-
ly as possible.”

After more than a month of
being cooped up at the White

House, Trump returned from a
weekend at the Camp David
presidential retreat in Maryland
for the virtual town hall hosted
by Fox News Channel.

The president said of his
monumental backdrop: “We
never had a more beautiful set
than this.” As concerns mount
about his reelection bid, Trump
stuck to his relentlessly opti-
mistic view of the nation’s abil-
ity to rebound soon.

“It is all working out,”
Trump said. “It is horrible to go
through, but it is working out.”
Many public health experts
believe the nation cannot safe-
ly reopen fully until a vaccine
is developed. Trump declared
Sunday that he believed one
could be available by year’s end.

Spain: For a second day in
a row, Spanish health officials
are reporting 164 new con-
firmed deaths from the coron-

avirus, the lowest daily death
toll in six weeks, to a total of
25,428.

The figures came as a
respite for a country that has
spent seven weeks under a
strict lockdown and that on
Monday entered the first stage
of its 4-phase lockdown roll-
back, expected to span over
nearly two months.

People ventured out for the
first time for haircuts, buying
glasses or food take-outs, activ-
ities that are allowed on the
condition of a pre-existing
appointment. 

Many small shops were
still closed, as business owners
worked on preparing to meet
the strict health and hygiene
guidelines that the govern-
ment only published on
Sunday.

Face masks are also
mandatory on public transport
and the government is distrib-

uting 14 million of them at
major transportation hubs.

Political tension in the
country is on the rise as oppo-
sition parties critical of Prime
Minister Pedro Sánchez’s han-
dling of the crisis threaten to
block extending further the
state of emergency in a parlia-
mentary vote later this week. 

Italy: Italy’s national statis-
tics agency has released the first
comprehensive data on the
effect of the new coronavirus on
Italy’s mortality rates. The data
found 38.7% more people died
through March 31 than the
average over the past five years.

ISTAT calculated an
increase of 25,354 excess deaths
from the start of the outbreak
Feb. 20 through March 31,
compared to the average from
2015 to 2019.

But only 54% of those
excess deaths were actually
positive for the virus, meaning
Italy’s official death toll of
nearly 29,000 is likely off by at
least 10,000. The report from
ISTAT was released on the
same day Italy began easing
Europe’s first and longest lock-
down restrictions.

The report provides data to
back up the anecdotal evi-
dence of the staggering toll

COVID-19 has taken on some
provinces in hardest-hit
Lombardy region: Bergamo
saw its mortality rate increase
568% compared to the five year
average while Cremona’s
increase was 391%.

The report was produced
in conjunction with Italy’s
Superior Institute of Health. 

It said while only 54% of
the excess dead were actually
positive for the virus, the oth-
ers were likely either positive
but never tested or died as an
indirect result of the pandem-
ic because of the “crisis of the
hospital system and fear of
going to the hospital.” 
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Stir-crazy Italians will be free
to stroll and visit relatives for

the first time in nine weeks on
Monday as Europe’s hardest-hit
country eases back the world’s
longest nationwide coronavirus
lockdown.

Four million people — an
estimated 72 percent of them
men — will return to their con-
struction sites and factories as
the economically and emo-
tionally shattered country tries
to get back to work.

Restaurants that have man-
aged to survive Italy’s most dis-
astrous crisis in generations will
reopen for takeaway service.

But bars and even ice
cream parlours will remain
shut. The use of public trans-
port will be discouraged and
everyone will have to wear
masks in indoor public spaces.

“We are feeling a mix of joy

and fear,” 40-year-old Stefano
Milano said in Rome.

“There will be great happi-
ness in being able to go running
again carefree, in my son being
allowed to have his little cousin

over to blow out his birthday
candles, to see our parents,” the
father-of-three said. “But we are
also apprehensive because they
are old and my father-in-law has
cancer so is high risk”.
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US Secretary of State Mike
Pompeo has renewed

Washington’s goal of denu-
clearizing North Korea and
creating a “bright future” for its
people after North Korean
leader Kim Jong-un’s return to
the public eye following his 20-
day absence, a media report
said on Monday.

“Our mission has remained
the same, to convince the
North Koreans to give up their
nuclear weapons, to verify the
same, and to then create a
brighter future for the North
Korean people,” the Seoul-
based Yonhap News Agency
quoted Pompeo as saying in an
ABC News interview on

Sunday.
“That’s been something

President (Donald) Trump’s
been focused on since the
beginning of his time in office
and something we’ll continue
to work on,” he added.

On Saturday, the North’s
official Korean Central News
Agency reported on Kim’s visit
to a fertilizer factory comple-
tion ceremony in Sunchon,
north of Pyongyang, on Friday,
ending rumours of his failing
health.

Kim had disappeared from
the public view since he
presided over a premier ruling
party meeting on April 11.

Various rumours emerged
afterward, including Kim being
in a coma after surgery or the

ruler simply self-isolating over
coronavirus concerns.

Asked about Kim’s weeks-
long absence, Pompeo refused
to comment in detail, said the
Yonhap News Agency report.

“There’s not much that I
can share with you about what
we knew about Chairman
Kim’s activities during that
time. We don’t know why he
chose to miss that moment,” he
said, referring to his absence
from an event marking the
April 15 birth anniversary of
his late grandfather and nation-
al founder, Kim Il-sung.

“We know there have been
other extended periods of time
where Chairman Kim’s been
out of public view as well, so it’s
not unprecedented,” he added.

Tehran: Iran has rejected
reports claiming that Iranian
border guards had tortured
and thrown Afghans into a
river to prevent their illegal
entry into the country, the
media reported.

“The incident affecting a
number of Afghanistan’s citi-
zens has taken place on that
country’s soil and the Islamic
Republic of Iran’s border guards
have denied any involvement in
this regard,” ,” Press TV quot-
ed Iran’s Foreign Ministry
Spokesman Abbas Mousavi as
saying on Sunday.

“Taking into account sig-
nificance of issue and in order
to obtain accurate information
about how incident took place
on the Afghan soil, we have been
probing the issue in cooperation
with that country’s officials,”
Mousavi added. IANS

London: Researchers have iden-
tified a fully human monoclon-
al antibody that prevents the
SARS-CoV-2 (Covid-19) virus
from infecting cultured cells. The
discovery, detailed in the journal
Nature Communications, is an
initial step towards developing a
fully human antibody to treat or
prevent the respiratory disease
Covid-19 caused by the novel
coronavirus SARS-CoV-2.

The Covid-19 pandemic has
spread rapidly across the globe
infecting more than 3.3 million
people worldwide and killing
more than 235,000 people so far.
This research from Utrecht
University, Erasmus Medical
Center and Harbour BioMed
(HBM) builds on the work they
have done in the past on anti-
bodies targeting the SARS-CoV

that emerged in 2002/2003.
“Using this collection of

SARS-CoV antibodies, we
identified an antibody that also
neutralises infection of SARS-
CoV-2 in cultured cells,” said
study co-lead author Berend-
Jan Bosch, Associate Professor
at Utrecht University in the
Netherlands.

“Such a neutralising anti-
body has the potential to alter
the course of infection in the
infected host, support virus
clearance or protect an unin-
fected individual that is exposed
to the virus,” Bosch added.
The researchers noted that the
antibody binds to a domain that
is conserved in both SARS-CoV
and SARS-CoV-2, explaining its
ability to neutralize both virus-
es. IANS

6&466*(�6&466*(�
��4+��

���G�� ���� ��/����	���
������	����		�
��"%�� �(��.�����2�����
��������
��	�������
�	�(�'��

���������2��������������
���	�#�F�����������������'
�����
����#���#�	������2��4��#"��L

�		����	����������	����������

�������'����(
 
�����>��#"����(���(�����
���
��������������������2�����
���	����������	������
������	
�
��������.� �9����	�������.����
2����L
�/��

�����1������
���	�#�F�����
�����������
����'
����2�L
����	����������

>������.�(
�&#���� 

.���������	�������
�����������������
�'(%�� &��	��
�������&�#���

�	����
�(����'�		�������
����
��A�����(������	������	�����

����������������	�
���
"	����
����'���������	�����������
����
)�	���������������������	
�
���
��������� �&����'����'��	������
.���"�"����A���
��������������� 

3�
�������
����	�������	�
����������
�����������
���������*���
��������


+����	����

���&���?�����

������	�������	���

	�+!������55��+��A�
+�����&����*�&�(����%����

����� 0&�)$.=�3.

US President Donald
Trump, who has come

under fierce criticism for his
handling of the coronavirus cri-
sis in the US, has alleged that
the Chinese Government was
either incompetent in prevent-
ing the deadly virus from
spreading globally or did it for
a reason.

More than 68,000
Americans have died of coro-
navirus in the last three months
and over 1.1 million have test-
ed positive. America accounts
for the largest number of cases
of infections and fatalities in the
world. “It (coronavirus) is a ter-
rible thing, a terrible thing
that happened to our country.
It came from China. It should
have been stopped. It could
have been stopped on the spot,”
Trump said during a town hall
organised by the Fox News on
Sunday.

“They chose not to do it or
something happened. Either
there was incompetence or
they didn’t do it for some rea-

son. And we’re going to have to
find out what that reason was,”
he said.

The Chinese, he said, knew
they had a problem.

“I think they were embar-
rassed by the problem, very
embarrassed,” he said.
According to the president,
the intelligence agencies told
him about it on the January 23.
“Shortly thereafter, I closed
down the country. But I didn’t
do it because of what they said,
because they said it very mat-
ter-of-factly, and it was not a
big deal,” he said.

Unlike in the last few days,
Trump refrained from giving a
definitive answer if he wants to
impose additional tariff on
China as a punishment for
their handling of the virus.

“Well, it’s the ultimate pun-
ishment. I will tell you that...I
don’t like — again, I don’t like
to tell you what — because, you
know, we’re all playing a very
complicated game of chess or
poker. Name whatever you
want to name. But it’s not
checkers. That I can tell you.

We have a very complicated
game going,” he said.

“Our country was being
ripped off by every nation in
the world. Now we have made
unbelievable strides.
Unfortunately, then we get hit
by this whole situation. But we
have done so well. We have
taken in so much money.
Going before the virus, China
had the worst year they had in
67 years. That’s a reason — and
I’m not happy about that. But
what it does is it says they were
taking us for a ride,” said the
President.

Trump also alleged that the
World Trade Organization has
ripped off this country. 

“That’s when China
became an economic power.
And, by the way, you have
World Trade and you have
Word Health. The World
Health Organization (WHO)
has been a disaster. Everything
they said was wrong. And
they’re China-centric. All they
do is they agree with China,
whatever China wants to do,”
he said.

London: WikiLeaks said its
founder Julian Assange will
have to wait at least until
September before a British
judge will hear a US request for
his extradition.

Assange, who faces espi-
onage charges over the activi-
ties of WikiLeaks, is currently
in Belmarsh Prison in London
and is fighting the allegations.

Kristinn Hrafnsson,
WikiLeaks’ editor-in-chief, said
in a video posted on social
media that it was “completely
unacceptable” that Assange has
to spend another four months
— and potentially longer — in
prison. By the time any hearing
begins in September, Assange
will have spent a year in remand
after he was dragged out of the
Ecuadorian Embassy in
London. AP
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US Treasury Secretary
Steven Mnuchin on

Monday warned China of “very
significant consequences” for
not honouring the trade deal
signed between the two coun-
tries early this year.

“I have every reason to
expect that they honour this
agreement. And if they don’t,
there would be very significant
consequences in the relation-
ship and in the global econo-
my as to how people would do
business with them,” Mnuchin
told Fox News.

Mnuchin’s warning to
China came a day after
President Donald Trump said
that he will terminate the trade
deal with Chin, if they do not
honour the commitment of
buying an additional USD 200
billion worth of agricultural
products from the US. Under
the US-China trade deal signed
in January, Beijing agreed to buy
at least USD 200 billion more in
US products and services in
2020-2021 two-year period than
it did in 2017. Responding to a
question, Mnuchin said that
Trump is reviewing all issues
with China very carefully.
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Equity benchmark Sensex
plummeted 5.94 per cent or

2,002 points on Monday, track-
ing massive selloffs in global
markets amid rising US-China
tensions.

After a highly volatile ses-
sion, the 30-share BSE index
settled at 31,715.35, plunging
2,002.27 points, or 5.94 per
cent. Similarly, the broader
NSE Nifty suffered a heavy loss
of 566.40 points, or 5.74 per
cent, to settle at 9,293.50.

ICICI Bank was the top

laggard in the Sensex pack,
sinking over 10 per cent, fol-
lowed by Bajaj Finance, HDFC,
IndusInd Bank, Axis Bank and
Maruti.

Shares of Reliance
Industries fell over 2 per cent
after the oil-to-telecom con-
glomerate on Thursday posted
its biggest ever drop in quar-
terly net profit. Its net profit in
January-March dropped 37 per
cent to �6,546 crore, the low-
est in three years.

Bharti Airtel and Sun
Pharma were the gainers in the
BSE index. According to
Narendra Solanki, Head-
Equity Research (Fundamental)
at Anand Rathi, the domestic
markets opened lower taking
negative cues from its global
peers in Asia.

Claims by the US with
regard Covid-19 sparked fears
of a renewed trade war and
fresh tussle with China over its
role in the pandemic spread.

Although the major mar-
kets in Japan and China were
closed for holidays, stocks in

other Asian markets fell as
tensions between the US and
China weighed on investor

sentiment, Solanki said.
Bourses in Hong Kong and

Seoul were plunged up to 4 per
cent, while stock exchanges in
Europe opened with 
significant losses. 

Back home, sentiments
also remained downbeat after
the country’s manufacturing
activity growth declined
sharply in the month of April
2020, amid national lockdown
restrictions to help stem the
spread of coronavirus infec-
tions, he added.

The headline seasonally
adjusted IHS Markit India
Manufacturing Purchasing
Managers’ Index fell to 27.4 in
April, from 51.8 in March,
reflecting the sharpest deteri-
oration in business conditions
across the sector since data col-
lection began over 15 years ago. 

According to analysts, the
market has realised that the
cascading effect of the extend-
ed restrictions on the domes-
tic economy and corporate
earnings is much more than
anticipated.
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The Reserve Bank of India
(RBI) on Monday reviewed

the liquidity and credit flow sit-
uation in the NBFC sector and
assessed the position of Mutual
Funds (MF) with respect of
implantation of relief measures
which it had earlier announced
to mitigate the economic fallout
of Covid-19 outbreak.

RBI Governor Shaktikanta
Das held meetings with the rep-
resentatives of both NBFCs
and MFs in two separate ses-
sions through video conference.

“The Governor acknowl-
edged the critical role that
NBFCs, including MFIs, play in
delivering last mile credit, and
the importance of Mutual Funds
in financial intermediation,”
the RBI said in a statement.

During the meeting, the
RBI discussed the post lock-
down strategies with NBFCs
and MFIs for supply of credit,
including working capital, to
MSMEs, traders and bottom of
pyramid customers in semi-
urban, rural and urban areas.

Implementation of three
months moratorium on repay-
ment of loan instalments
announced by the RBI, and
strengthening grievance redres-
sal mechanisms were also dis-
cussed.

The RBI Governor also
checked with NBFCs and MFs
about their liquidity position,
especially after introducing var-
ious schemes for the sectors.
The concern is whether banks
and financial institutions have
begun lending to NBFCs which
got hit after failure of few enti-
ties last year. With MFs, the RBI
also revised the functioning of
the bond markets and took
stock of their plans for the way
forward, especially in context of
Franklin Templeton Mutual
Fund shutting down six of its
funds due to credit issues.
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The Covid-19 outbreak and
nationwide lockdown is

severely denting the revenue
collections of states pushing
them to look at possible rev-
enue earning measures includ-
ing phased opening of liquor
vends and pan and gutka shops
in the first phase of relax-
ations for restarting economic
activity post lockdown.

Sources in the State
Government departments said
that GST collections, one of the
prime sources of revenue for
the states, is seriously compro-
mised in the month of April
with several state governments
reporting serious fall in co
llections that are as high as 80-
90 per cent some cases.

Concerned about the steep

fall, the Centre is yet to declare
the GST collection numbers for
April though monthly GST
collection numbers for a par-
ticular month is announced on
the first day of the next month.
The delay, officials say, is
because the government
deferred allowed delayed filing
of GSTR 3B returns for 15 days
from the due date of April 20
to ease compliance burden on
taxpayers during lockdown.

The worst hit seems to be
states such as Delhi, West
Bengal, Assam, Andhra
Pradesh that are reporting fall
in April GST collections to the
tune of 90 per cent. In case if
Delhi, officials have indicated
that they have collected just
�300 in April against normal
monthly collection of 
�3,000 crore. 

Mumbai: In yet another major
de velopment, Reliance
Industries Limited (“Reliance
Industries”) and Jio Platforms
Limited (“Jio Platforms”)
announced on Monday morn-
ing that Silver Lake will invest
�5,655.75 crore into Jio
Platforms. 

This investment values Jio
Platforms at an equity value of
�4.90 lakh crore and an enter-
prise value of �5.15 lakh crore
and represents a 12.5 per cent
premium to the equity valuation
of the Facebook investment
announced on April 22, 2020.

RIL had announced that an
equivalent investment of up to
9.99 per cent would follow the
original Facebook investment.
The second tranche has been
made at a 12.5 per cent premi-
um to the FB investment made

recently. But this does not
complete the investment limit
and further headroom is avail-
able for yet another investment
opportunity claimed analysts.

Silver Lake is the global
leader in technology investing,
with over $43 billion in com-
bined assets under manage-
ment and committed capital.

The Menlo Park headquar-
tered Silver Lake is an American
private equity firm focused on
leveraged buyout and growth
capital investments in technol-
ogy, technology-enabled and
related industries. Founded in
1999, the firm is one of the
largest technology investors in
the world and notable for par-
ticipating in club deals.

Jio Platforms, a wholly-
owned subsidiary of Reliance
Industries Limited, is a next-gen-

eration technology company
building a Digital Society for
India by bringing together Jio’s
leading digital apps, digital
ecosystems and India’s #1 high
speed connectivity platform
under one umbrella. Reliance Jio
Infocomm Limited, which pro-
vides connectivity platform to
over 388 million subscribers, will
continue to be a wholly-owned
subsidiary of Jio Platforms.

Jio’s vision is to enable a
Digital India for 1.3 billion peo-
ple and businesses throughout
India, especially small mer-
chants, micro-businesses and
farmers. Jio has brought trans-
formational changes in Indian
digital services space and pro-
pelled India on path towards
becoming a global technology
leader and among leading digi-
tal economies in world. IANS

New Delhi: With the
Government easing restric-
tions in select zones across the
country from May 4, Ola and
Uber on Monday announced to
resume their operations in
green and orange zones 
across India.

Uber will provide rides in
green zones like Daman, Kochi,
Guwahati and more places
while it will provide rides in
orange zones like Amritsar,
Udaipur, Mohali and
Gurugram, among others.

“If you must travel, Uber is
ready to serve residents in
these zones from Monday, May
4. Riders will constantly be
notified with further informa-
tion and the status of specific
cities through our app,” the
company said in a statement.

IANS
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Union Minister Nitin Gadkari
has a simple mantra at

hand, build more, build faster
while maintaining all precautions
to beat the Covid-19 induced
economic slowdown.

Gadkari, the Union
Minister for Minister of Road
Transport & Highways, Micro,
Small & Medium Enterprises,
in an exclusive interview with
IANS, talked about a massive
push to infrastructure creation
as a means to mitigate the eco-
nomic fallout of the Covid-19
pandemic and to accelerate
growth.

In essence, the minister
aims to attain a faster pace of

highway construction, boost
the Bharatmala Pariyojana pro-
gramme, and aid the MSME
and the auto sectors, among
others.

Lately, Gadkari has been in
touch with various stakehold-
ers spanning multiple sectors
via video conferencing to
devise the strategies to re-start
the clogged road networks,
rescue the stranded truck dri-
vers and allow limited con-
struction activity.

At present, India is under
a more relaxed form of lock-
down which will last till May
17. However, ratings agencies
have cut the country’s GDP
forecast on lack of economic
activities.

Besides, many companies
have instituted pay cuts and
have downsized their work-
force.

The circumstances are set
to trigger a recessionary cycle,
even though India has not
been hit very hard by the actu-
al pandemic due to the early
preventive measures adopted
by the Centre.

However, the lockdown to
curb the spread of the virus has
had an adverse impact on the
country’s economy.

The lockdown has dealt a
heavy blow to commerce lead-
ing to temporary closure of
shopping malls, dine-in restau-
rants, grounding of aircraft,
shutting down of factories,

leaving the major market places
deserted.

Not just sectors such as air-
lines, tourism, hotels and auto-
mobiles, but even the govern-
ment’s own revenue accretion
has been impacted.

Particularly impacted are
the MSMEs. The sector is
essentially the backbone of the
economy.

Consequently, Gadkari has
come out with a plan to revive
the economy while keeping all
health related safeguards of
social distancing in place.

According to Gadkari, the
Centre will not hesitate “to take
any decision required to bring
complete transparency, remove
bottlenecks and introduce fast-

track highway development”.
“A lot of projects are of

national importance and
immediate start of work on
these projects is very impor-
tant. But we also understand
the intensity of this pandemic.
I have reviewed the present sce-
nario,” the minister told IANS.

“Wherever we can gradu-
ally open construction works in
identified zones with the per-
mission of the local adminis-
tration, we shall certainly do so.
We are exploring the possibil-
ity of restarting works as soon
as possible.

“However, we are only
looking at allowing those works
to start where standard social
distancing norms can be fol-

lowed and highest standards of
hygiene and safety are adhered
to,” he said.

In terms of highway devel-
opment, the minister said:
“Though we are hit by the
Covid-19 pandemic, we aspire
to maintain the momentum of

last year and our targets for
construction in FY 2020-21 are
slightly more than last year at
10,250 km.”

“Similarly, for awarding of
new works, we have a target of
12,650 km,” he added.

When asked about the
process of reviving the BOT
(Toll) mode of highway devel-
opment and incorporation of
amendments proposed in the
Model Concession Agreement
(MCA), the minister replied:
“After an exhaustive process of
consultations with all stake-
holders, the process of incor-
poration of amendments in
the Model Concession
Agreement of BOT (Toll) mode
is at the final stage.”

“The objective of the entire
exercise has been to take into
consideration the concerns of
the highway construction
industry and revive BOT (Toll)
mode as an attractive option for
concessionaires keen to work
with the government in the
PPP domain,” he said.

For the auto sector, the
minister said that a scheme for
scrapping old vehicles for cer-
tain perks that can be used by
owners to buy new cars is
being pursued and is also in the
final stages.

The policy will benefit the
auto sector and reduce the
cost of procuring expensive
metals such as copper from
abroad.

Mumbai: The rupee depreci-
ated by 64 paise to settle at
75.73 against the US dollar on
Monday due to fears of a
renewed trade war between
the US and China, snapping its
four-day winning run. 

Heavy sell-off in domestic
equities and a strengthening
greenback overseas also
weighed on the rupee.

“The greenback surged
following safe-haven buying as
uncertainty increased after
President Trump threatened to
impose new tariffs on China,”
Sugandha Sachdeva, VP-
Metals, Energy & Currency
Research, Religare Broking,
said. The dollar index, which
gauges the greenback’s
strength against a basket of six
currencies, rose by 0.27 per
cent to 99.35 The selloff in
domestic and global equities
has led to selling pressure in
the domestic currency at the
beginning of the week,
Sachdeva added. PTI
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With the unprecedented situation
arising out of Covid-19 pan-

demic, companies across the world
have re-evaluated their HR practices,
and while 50 per cent organisations
across industries are keeping their
salary hike budgets unchanged, 36
per cent have opted for a decline, says
a survey.

In its India’s Covid-19 HR
Practices Survey Report, KPMG said
around 70 per cent of the organisa-
tions across levels have reported no
change in the planned impact on
fixed pay at the non-management
and junior management levels.

In a bid to sustain these tough
times, a few organisations are imple-

menting hiring freezes and wage
freezes, while others are introducing
remote working alternatives, revisit-
ing employee engagement initiatives
and additional financial assistance.

The survey titled ‘Cutting
through Crisis’ noted that 50 per cent
of the companies have 
deferred or suspended their promo-
tion schedule. 

Moreover, a downward trend in
promotions numbers across all job
levels was observed wherein 33 per
cent of organisations admitted to
having reduced it.

However, most organisations in
IT/ITES, life sciences/pharma and
retail sector have refrained from any
downwards trend in overall promo-
tion cycle, the survey noted.

However, if the Covid-19
situation persists, around 22 per
cent of the organisations may defer,
freeze or suspend incentive payouts
to support their overall finances.
While 50 per cent organisations
across industries are keeping their
salary increment budgets unchanged,
around 36 per cent organisations
have opted for decreasing the salary
increment budgets, it said.

“Organisations are navigating
an unprecedented and challenging
time and are collectively at a level-
playing ground as none had an
upper hand of being better prepared
or equipped to deal with the crisis,”
said Vishalli Dongrie, Partner and
Head, People and Change, KPMG in
India.
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Global stock markets
dropped on Monday as

tensions between the Trump
administration and China over
the origins and handling of the
coronavirus pandemic rattled
investors.

Benchmarks fell in most
countries except for Australia,
which was lifted by signs its
own virus outbreak is being
brought under control. 

In Europe, where most
markets returned from a long

holiday weekend, Germany’s
DAX dropped 3.5% 
to 10,480 and the CAC 40 in
Paris lost 4% to 4,390. 
Britain’s FTSE 100, which was
open on Friday, declined 0.4%
to 5,742.

The future for the S&P 500
slipped 1.1% and that for the
Dow industrials lost 0.8%,
pointing to a lower open on
Wall Street after tech firms
brought US markets down at
the end of last week.

Tokyo, Shanghai and
Bangkok were among markets

closed for holidays on Monday.
Criticised over his han-

dling of the crisis, President
Donald Trump has tried to
shift the blame to China.
Beijing has repeatedly pushed
back on US accusations that the
outbreak was China’s fault.

The antagonisms threaten
to undo the truce in a trade war
between Washington and
Beijing that was struck just
before China began shutting
much of its economy down in
late January to fight the pan-
demic.

A 4-page Department of
Homeland Security intelligence
report dated May 1 and
obtained by The Associated
Press contends that 
Chinese leaders “intentionally
concealed the severity” of the
pandemic from the world in
early January.

It alleges, citing variances
in trade patterns, that China
was downplaying the severity
of its outbreak, first reported in
the central Chinese city of
Wuhan, while stockpiling med-
ical supplies.
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The silent epidemic of insomnia is
invading our lives, triggering a

gamut of problems — physical and
mental exhaustion, emotional distur-
bances, diminished productivity, acci-
dents and lifestyle diseases. A recent
study which appeared in the Journal of
Family Medicine and Primary Care
states that around 33 per cent Indian
adults suffer from insomnia. Moreover,
there has been a staggering increase in
the cases of childhood insomnia over
the last few years, and this has had an
adverse impact on children’s growth and
development. We all know that getting
around six to eight hours of sound sleep
is a must to remain healthy, but a large
majority finds it daunting to put this
into practice. 

The problem usually starts with our
desire to stay awake as much as possi-
ble. We are always spurred by a load of
unfinished business and distractions —
demanding projects, tight deadlines,
fascinating videos, endless updates on
the social media and buzzing smart
phones. Under the spell of this constant

stimulation, we keep on stretching our
waking hours and fighting our need for
sleep. Late night coffee and tea are fast
becoming a norm because they muffle
all signs of slumber. 

Over time, such behaviours ruin
our inbuilt sleep-wake cycle by keep-
ing us overly aroused during the night,
sluggish during the day and slowly
insomnia creeps in. Thereafter, it
becomes a challenge to fall off to sleep,
remain asleep or feel fresh after wak-
ing up. This is when insomnia tightens
its grip around us. Thankfully, most of
us can easily escape from the clutches
of insomnia and retrain our minds and
bodies to sleep better.  

We must remember that our wak-
ing life and sleep influence each other
and therefore spending our day mean-
ingfully, peacefully and productively
allows us to go to bed with a happy and
relaxed frame of mind. In this state,
there is no resistance to sleep and we
drift away into the dreamworld rather
swiftly. In other words, a day well-spent
brings happy sleep. Therefore, let us

make our waking life balanced, gener-
ously demarcating spaces for work,
leisure, exercise and fun. 

A bunch of practices known as
sleep hygiene, if followed consistently
can improve your sleep. Start by cur-
tailing your daytime naps to 30 min-
utes, anything longer than that can spoil

your sleep at night. Do not consume tea,
coffee or alcohol after 5 pm because
they can keep your mind stimulated for
long. Encourage yourself to relax and
instruct your brain to slow down two
hours before bedtime. This includes eat-
ing a light and easily digestible meal,
keeping away from electronic gadgets

and television and dimming the lights
in your house. You may play some soft
and soothing music, read a nice book,
chitchat, practice gentle breathing exer-
cises or meditation to utilise this time.
If any disturbing thoughts and emotions
come up, note them down telling
yourself to peruse them the next day.
Finally, switch off the lights and lie
down on the bed focusing on your
breath, allowing yourself to slip into
sleep. 

Despite doing all this, there will be
times when sleep may not come easi-
ly. Even then refrain from worrying
because that will push your mind and
body into hyperarousal making it dif-
ficult for you to doze off. You can either
continue to lie down, making your
breath calm and focusing on it or you
can get up and do some light activity
till the time you feel sleepy. In any case
if you continue to be calm, happy sleep
will eventually come. 
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Cardiovascular Diseases claimed more than 17.5 million cases
worldwide, of which at least a third of them previously had heart

attacks. Surviving a major cardiac event is an extremely fortunate
thing. However, most survivors go to a state of complete rest with
no or minimal exercises soon after leaving the hospital. It is true
that one must avoid excessive physical exertion after a heart attack.
However, appropriate exercises along with medication and thera-
pies including occupational and physical therapy, will help in
improving blood circulation and overall well-being. Thus cardiac
rehabilitation is a highly recommended program to eliminate the
risk of a second cardiac event, or post operative complications in
a survivor and improve overall emotional well-being of an indi-
vidual.

Cardiac rehabilitation is a multidisciplinary recovery program
designed to strengthen the heart, body and mind aof people who
recovered from cardiac events.  With the intent to inculcate heart-
healthy habits in an individual, a variety of physical activities are
taught along with providing necessary one-on-one support and
awareness to relieve stress and enhance mental health. Each patient
has a different pace of recovery. In general, cardiac rehabilitation
is offered for a period of 12 weeks, ideally in an inpatient setting.
However, depending on the individual condition, the program could
run for longer duration. 

Studies observe, people who undergo cardiac rehabilitation have
30 per cent less repeat cardiac events. They were also found to be
healthier and could walk longer distances. Supervised exercise pro-
grammes can reduce blood pressure, stress levels, body weight; at
the same time improve balance and flexibility.

Although individual condi-
tions decide the ideal time by
when one could return to or start
exercising after a heart attack, but
in general you should be able to
start in six weeks. Individuals who
don’t participate in cardiac reha-
bilitation will need to take the
doctor’s consent before starting to
exercise. One could slowly begin
by doing gentle exercises like
walking. For the first week, you
could walk for five minutes at a
time. The momentum could be
gradually built and extended to 10
minutes by next week and 30
minutes after six weeks. This
again depends on how active you
were previously. Hence, consult-

ing a doctor in choosing the right type of physical activity is of para-
mount importance. 

Listed below are few other safety tips that could be followed
for safely resuming to or newly getting into active lifestyles,
� Start walking slowly, gradually increase speed and lower the pace
before stopping completely.
� Don’t exert yourself at the end of the day when you are already
worn out. The best time to exercise is early in the day or when you
feel fresh and relaxed. Make sure you are hydrated before and dur-
ing the activity. Never do any physical activity soon after a bath or
taking meals.
� Gradually, minimise sitting time and aim to do moderate inten-
sity activities for at least 40 minutes, 4 days a week.
� To feel more motivated and comfortable, you could consider exer-
cising with a personal trainer or a close family member.
� Monitor your progress and continuously update doctor on the
achieved and newly planned goals.
� Climb stairs slowly until you are able to do it at the same pace
of a normal walking.
� As your fitness and confidence increases over the weeks, you can
slowly move from mild to moderate intensity activities like cycling,
swimming or even light weight training.

Here are some Cardiac Rehabilitation exercises you can do at
home: elbow bends, bent arm raises, side elbow extensions, straight
arm raises, arm circles, marching at a place, waist bends, waist twists,
knee touches and knee bends.  Structured exercises, monitored and
supervised by a medical team and custom tailored to the patient’s
condition are helpful in reducing the risk of a repeat cardiac event. 
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������� Sattu is a flour
consisting of a mixture of
ground pulses and cereals.
The dry powder is prepared
in various ways as a principal
or secondary ingredient of
dishes.

Drinking the sattu sharbat
helps you stay energetic
throughout the day. It can be
prepared by mixing
sattu with either
sugar and water or
jaljeera, green
c h i l l i e s ,
black salt
a n d
coriander
l e a v e s ,
depending
on how you
want to have it
— sweet or sour.

Sattu sharbat is the perfect
drink to battle dehydration
and heat stroke.

Sattu has amazing hydrat-
ing properties, hence if con-
sumed regularly; it can help
restore your skin’s natural
glow  It also prevents the wear
and tear of skin cells.

It is good for Diabetes too.
It has a low glycemic index

that keeps our sugar
levels in check. The

namkeen sattu
drink may be
a good option
for diabetics.

It  a lso
helps in weight

loss by prevent-
ing unwanted

hunger calls and
also boosts digestion.
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COVID-19 is a respiratory dis-
ease, hence it may be a cause
of worry for the asthma

patients or the patients already suf-
fering from a variety of other respi-
ratory diseases, but till date there is
no data to prove that the virus has a
different effect on asthma patients
however in asthmatics the COVID-
19 disease may be more severe. 

Every virus evolves as the time
passes by; same is with corona
virus as well. There have been
changes in the disease pattern since
the beginning of this outbreak,
necessitating modifications in its
management, precautions to be
taken. Dry cough, cold, and fever
were supposed to be initial symp-
toms of this virus but now there are
varied presentations in form of gas-
tric symptoms, loss of smell and
many a patient may be asympto-
matic as well. Possibly different
prevalent strains of the virus may be
affecting the persons differently,
and varied symptoms may also
depend on the age group, immuni-
ty or the pre-existing diseases a par-
ticular person may already be suf-
fering from. Till date there is no
proof that the virus affects the asth-
ma patients differently as was initial-
ly expected, but the same cannot be
said for the future as the virus is still
evolving. Respiratory viruses are
triggers for asthma, but not all
viruses affect asthma patients equal-
ly. Basic precautions and proper
medications are the mainstay for
total control of asthma.

Asthma patients are prone to
many viral infections: Coronavirus
is a respiratory virus. The concern

of asthma patients in regard to
coronavirus is justified, but it should
also be kept in mind that they are
prone to other viral infections as well
like swine flu and influenza, which
also triggers for asthma worsening.
Having said that, keeping in mind
the current air quality index, the
asthmatic patients are getting to
breathe fresh air in many years
which is definitely a pro of the
Coronavirus-led lockdown. 

Pollen allergy is also a seasonal
trigger. It is being assumed by pub-
lic that less air pollution may give
way to enhanced pollen allergy
which is not correct, rather any
amount of air pollution aggravates
the pollen allergy. The entire world
is in the grip of corona virus, which
is actually worrying but at the same
time it is very important not to
ignore other infections as these
patients are more prone to these as
well. Hence the importance of hand
washing, proper sanitisation, main-
taining high level of disinfection and
social distancing along with well
supervised medication. 

Vaccination is important: There
are a number of vaccines which are
given yearly like swine flu, influen-
za as a precaution to asthma patients.
Take them timely as advised by your
treating physician. Regarding coro-
na virus, the vaccine is still awaited.

Keep your inhaler and medi-
cines stock ready: During the lock-
down period make sure you don’t go
out of stock of inhalers or any
other required essential medicines.
Avoid going to hospital for consul-
tation in this time, keep in touch
with your concerned doctor through

Telemedicine and keep updating
about your health so as to avoid vis-
its to the hospital. In case of any
emergency make sure that only one
attendant goes with the patient to the
healthcare facility to manage the
exacerbation.  Avoid nebulisation as
much as possible because of aerosol
generation, posing risk of infection
to others. However, follow the advice
of the treating physician and one can
use them in open space like porch

or balcony to avoid contact with oth-
ers. Children do require extra care
in this regard.

Follow other general precau-
tions:  Stay safe at home, go out only
if necessary, maintain social distanc-
ing, don’t touch your face without
sanitising or washing your hands
thoroughly with soap.  Follow
WHO's guidelines in this regard.  

In case you feel feverish, suffer
from sore throat, dry cough, chest
discomfort or any new symptoms,
please consult your doctor immedi-
ately or call at Covid help line.

Be careful while eating: During
this lockdown period one needs to
be very careful about food intake as
well, especially those already suffer-
ing from any pre-existing diseases.
Prioritise nutrition in your meals;
add immunity boosting items to it,
overeating should be avoided. Don't
skip meals, take them on right
time, keep yourself well hydrated,
take plenty of fresh fruits and veg-
etables, avoid items with preserva-
tives like pickles, jams, or dried cut
fruits. Any eatable item which might
aggravate your allergy should be
avoided at all costs. Be careful while
consuming raw food like fruits,
salads. Wash them properly in warm
water. Maintain high level of basic
hygiene. Take your treating doctor’s
advice and follow in this regard well. 

Exercise and positive attitude:
Do regular exercises — yoga, breath-
ing exercises. Nutritious diet, regu-
lar exercise and a positive attitude
would go a long way in leading a
happy and a healthy life.
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No or fewer outings during the quaran-
tine might lead to stress, anxiety, low

mood, and irritability and affect our over-
all health and well being.  Watching the
same news every hour and scrolling the
social media too much can make us feel
depressed, exhausted and tired. Sure, quar-
antine can be emotionally challenging but
more than ever taking care of ourselves
physically, mentally and emotionally should
be at the forefront of our minds. Here are
some easy ways that can help promote good
health while staying at home. 

To boost physical health:
Follow a healthy and balanced diet:

There is nothing better than consuming a
healthy and well-balanced diet to achieve
virtuous health. A diet filled with nutrients
helps in maintaining your weight while low-
ering down the risk of various diseases. You
can add fresh and seasonal fruits and green
leafy vegetables in your diet and stay on the
track of overall health. Also, one thing we
can do to stay hale and hearty, is follow a
healthy diet regime with regular meals. But,
due to irregular sleeping patterns these days,
many of us tend to skip breakfast some-
times. But make sure to start your day with
a healthy and nutritious breakfast that pro-
vides essential nutrients to stay focused and
energised throughout the day. Include a
power packed home cooked breakfast such
as idli, upma, paratha, poha in your daily
diet. 

A very important aspect of diet to take
control is mid-day snacking, which most-
ly goes wrong for most of us. Why not
replace your unhealthy snacks with health-
ier options like roasted chana, roasted
makhana, salads, seeds or nuts. If you aren't
much into preparation or hooked to your
laptop for work, stick to a handful of nuts.
A handful of walnuts equivalent to 28 grams
especially can do wonders for your health. 

Build a home-based exercise routine:
A regular home workout cannot only help
you in maintaining your weight but also fill
you up with positivity and great energy lev-
els. 30-45 minutes of a workout session can
do wonders for your stress levels while
improving your overall health and well-
being. Use your stairs and balcony and add
in squats, lunges, pilates, yoga, and aerobics
in your workout. 

To boost mental health:
Meditation: There is nothing great than

adding a session of meditation in your
lifestyle to calm down your mind and to
eradicate those negative vibes. Research sug-
gests  meditation can easily combat stress
levels and lower down the symptoms of
depression and anxiety while giving a
great boost to memory. You can do breath-
ing exercises, breath counting, and positive
visualisation for about 30-45 minutes.

Sound sleep can do wonders: A night
of sound sleep can give a great boost to your
mental health like nothing else. Sleep
deprivation cannot only make a person dull
and absent-minded but it also takes a per-
son closer to various health problems like
heart diseases, diabetes, and obesity. Regular
sleep of eight hours is a pre-requisite for a
healthy body and mind. 
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The nation, on Sunday, witnessed one
of the biggest virtual events, I for

India, where 85 Indian and global stars
assembled on Facebook to raise funds
for GiveIndia COVID-19 relief fund. 

Actors Amitabh Bachchan, Akshay
Kumar, Shah Rukh Khan, Aamir Khan,
Ayushmann Khurrana, Hrithik Roshan,
Ranveer Singh, Tiger Shroff, Vicky
Kaushal, Vidya Balan, Katrina Kaif,
Rani Mukerji, Arjun Kapoor and Diljit
Dosanjh were among the ones who par-
ticipated in the virtual concert.

Also joining in were Priyanka
Chopra Jonas and Nick Jonas, Anushka
Sharma and Virat Kohli, Kareena
Kapoor Khan and Saif Ali Khan, and
Aishwarya Rai and Abhishek Bachchan.

International stars including Jack
Black, Will Smith, Russel Peters, Mick
Jagger, Nick Jonas, Joe Jonas and
Sophie Turner were also a part.

Everyone did their bit to entertain
the audience while performing at the
noble show, which was organised by
filmmakers Karan Johar and Zoya
Akhtar. The objective of the philan-
thropic concert was to pay tribute to
those who are working on the frontlines
and to provide 100 per cent proceeds
from the fundraiser concert to the India

COVID-19 Response Fund, to support
on-ground relief efforts. Over �3 crore
was raised by the end of the four-hour
digital concert.

Amitabh Bachchan gave a tribute
to the late actor and his close friend
Rishi Kapoor during the concert. SRK
and Hrithik turned singers.

Shah Rukh sang, “Sab sahi ho
jayega,” assuring people that things will
be alright soon. His son AbRam too
made a special appearance in the song,
composed by rapper Badshah.

Hrithik played piano and crooned
to Tera Jaisa Yaar Kahaan, which was
composed by his uncle Rajesh Roshan
for the 1981 Amitabh Bachchan-star-
rer Yaarana. Reportedly, Hrithik spent
over seven hours honing his musical
skills prior to the concert.

Ayushmann Khurrana, who is also
an established singer, sang Ik Vaari and
Mitti Di Khushboo.

While Akshay Kumar recited a
poem, titled Tumse Ho Nahi Paega,
Aamir Khan and his wife, filmmaker
Kiran Rao, spoke about how important
it is to extend support to the needy.
They also sang Raj Kapoor’s Kisi Ki
Muskurahaton Se and Aa Chal Ke
Tujhe by Kishore Kumar. 

Alia Bhatt, along with sister
Shaheen and composer Ankur Tewari,
sang Ik kudi from her film Udta
Punjab while Priyanka Chopra Jonas
too recited a poem on the current sit-
uation.

Farhan Akhtar along with his
band performed the songs of Rock On,
while the film’s composer trio, Shankar
Ehsaan Loy, belted out some of their
blockbuster hits.
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It was raining when the old woman’s son
left for the US. She says the house wept

too. She is sitting in the courtyard, alone.
Maybe because the rooms are in mourn-
ing.

There is a certain rhythm to things in
the way filmmaker Harjant Gill handles
migration in his documentary, Sent Away
Boys, which illuminates the experiences of
those who are left behind, of course, in
addition to exploring the phenomenon of
global migration through the framework
of gender (specifically, masculinity).
Rather than following the journeys of
migrants, he prefers to gaze at how fam-
ilies and communities are transformed by
their absence as well as the circum-
stances that motivated their decision to
leave their home.

If you watch Gill’s three documentaries
Sent Away Boys, Mardistan and Roots of
Love back to back, what strikes most is not
the lives of the subjects or the research. But
the pregnant pauses. While Mardistan, a
reflection on manhood, addresses the
urgent and widespread issues of patriarchy,
son-preference, sexual violence, and
homophobia in the Indian society, it also
presents the responsibilities and challenges
confronting Indian men today. A married
gay man, who insists that cannot leave his
wife for she is not at “fault.”

Roots of Love delicately talks about
identity, the turban and hair being repre-
sentative — a young Sikh man, who has
cut his hair, listening, while the mother
tells the camera her anguish.

Associate Professor of Sociology,
Anthropology and Criminal Justice at
Towson University, Gill, a 2020 Fulbright-
Nehru Research Fellow, who is, at present,
developing a script which is a Punjabi
adaptation of the great American novel,
The Great Gatsby is also writing his book,
Coming of Age in Macholand.

Though all the three documentaries
in the masculinity series were funded by
the PSBT (Public Service Broadcasting
Trust), the filmmaker agrees that funding
for this format is certainly dwindling. “I
have stopped applying for funding to
Indian institutions primarily because I
want filmmakers in India to be availed of
those dwindling opportunities. I have also
been writing a lot about how the distrib-
ution landscape has changed in the last 10
years, with the arrival of streaming.”

He adds, “And now, with COVID-19,
this will force us to innovate and come up
with new ways of sharing our work and
scholarship. I am ultimately hopeful and
excited about the possibilities that emerge
out of these new limitations which will lead

to innovation in technology of story-
telling.”

Talk to him about Punjabi cinema’s
obsession with romantic comedies and the
unserious depiction of people from this
part of the country, and he asserts,
“Punjabi men are the biggest audience of
these films. For instance, my parents who
live in CA watch almost every Punjabi film
that has been released in the last 20 years.
I would argue that Punjabi audience
interacts with Punjabi films very different-
ly from Hindi films that feature Punjabis.
While Hindi films like Singh is Kinng or
even DDLJ are seen as “exaggerated” fan-
tasy films, where transgression of social
norms, such as interfaith or inter-caste
marriages are possible, Punjabi films like
Tera Mera Ki Rishta or Munde UK De are
viewed as a more accurate/authentic
reflection of the reality on Punjab, albeit
through rose-colored glasses of transna-
tional migration.”

He adds, “Even though they are poor-
ly scripted and acted, Punjabi films are
more palatable because they don’t trans-
gress social norms around marriage, love,

etc. There were films in 1980s such as Long
Da Lishkara, where this was done, but the
films that have come out after the 1990s
— particularly the “NRI genre” of Punjabi
films, are fairly muted in their plot lines.
As an interlocutor summed it up for me,
‘Punjabi films are basically a travel video
about videsh (foreign), where you get to
see how Punjabis live abroad, you go on
a videsh-di-saar (foreign tour), while
enjoying AC for three hours, what more
do you want?’”

Stressing that with social media, he is
seeing a lot of imagination at play, Gill
adds, “The young are definitely engaging
in everyday artistic expressions, which is
how they cope with the utter banality and
hopelessness that young Indians are con-
fronting. I just wish there was more crit-
ical reflection, more questioning and
more challenging of norms that went on
among young Indians. Maybe, we need to
make films that appeal to them and can
translate to platforms they prefer? There’s
a reason why most of my films have been
under 45 minutes. My students in USA,
like their Indian counterparts, look inter-
ested within 30 minutes. It’s not their fault,
they grew up in an environment where
their attention span is constantly being
interrupted or diverted. Yet, most Indian
documentary filmmakers I know are still
making films that are two hours long,
maybe it’s the filmmaker and storytellers
who need to look at their approach.”

Still in touch with the subjects of his
documentaries, Gill checks in with them
via Facebook or WhatsApp. “Sometimes
even if I don’t want or need to talk to them,
they call me. I quite like the fact that they
feel comfortable to get in touch. A subject
moved to Canada in November 2019. I
learned about it via his Facebook page
most Punjabis won’t tell their friends that
they are going abroad... their friends only
learn about their migration when they post
selfies at the airport. I am hoping to trav-
el to Canada sometime soon, after flights
resume, and interview them for follow up
interviews for my book.”
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My mission in life is not merely to
survive, 

but to thrive; 
and to do so with some passion, 
some compassion, 
some humour, 
and some style.

These lines by Maya Angelou pret-
ty much sum up British textile histori-
an, Jenny Housego’s recently released 
e-book, A Woven Life. Layered and can-
did, it is an ordinary memoir of
Housego, who as a child in countryside
England thought she would grow up to
be a spy but life had other plans for her.
Along with journalist, researcher and
teacher, Maya Mirchandani, she lays
bare her idyllic childhood in the after-
math of the second World War; her aspi-
rations of being in the arts and then as
a researcher at the Victoria and Albert
Museum in London. 

“Life unfolds in mysterious ways. In
the course of one of my earliest jobs at
the Victoria and Albert Museum in
London, I was transferred to the textile
department even though I had been
interested in ceramics and pottery. I had
no interest in textiles since I was a stu-
dent of Christian art. Today, I realise
that this was not just a godsend oppor-
tunity, but also perhaps destiny show-
ing me the way. As I walked through the
museum’s textile galleries, I was trans-
ported to lands and cultures I knew
nothing of. I had wanted adventure. I
wanted to travel and see the world, and
suddenly I had found a doorway to lead
me to it all,” she quotes in her book. 

Brought to the world of Asian tex-
tiles, art and museums, she has over the
last five decades travelled across Asia to
document traditional, local, and
nomadic weaving and handcrafted tex-
tiles. She says that her life is an excit-
ing story and she enjoyed it thorough-
ly with its own ups and downs. Perhaps,
the reason why Housego wanted to tell
it to the world! “I lived in many differ-
ent countries and each place has had a
profound impact on me. The people I
met and the places I travelled to gave me
rich experiences to share,” adds she.

The book also talks about her
struggles of falling in and out of love,
a broken marriage and parenting.

How does it feel to lay yourself bare
in front of people you didn’t even
know or maybe more so, those who sup-
posedly knew you? Well, Housego
promptly answers, “I felt anxious.” She
goes on to add a few more points but
her British accent makes it tough for me
to understand what she is saying over
the call. Her friend, Asaf, intervenes and
smoothens the semantics. But he makes
sure that he apprises me of the fact that
Housego had suffered a stroke long
back. But she is a survivor. “A stroke

might have inhibited my movement but
certainly not my spirit! However, my
memory, sometimes, is not what
it used to be, and so in
order to fill in some
gaps, I relied on a
host of my family and
friends to piece some of
my life together,” she
interjects and makes her
point, though, gently.

Recently, in an inter-
view, Maya said that
Housego’s anxiety about what
the world might think of her
when the story is out makes her
real and so relatable. “Yes, I feel
Housego is a truly remarkable
woman. Resilient and reticent at the
same time. Vulnerable, yet incredibly
brave. She is witty, extremely talented
and prioritises family and personal

relationships. Her personality is one
that seeks both unity and perfec-

tion and she has to struggle
especially after her stroke and a

turbulent personal journey to
reconcile all these various

pulls and pressures. To tell
one’s own story, to write a

memoir and yet keep that
delicate balance of rela-

tionships intact even
as she dissects them in

her words was what
made me say that,”
says Maya.

She had her own
set of interests while co-

authoring the biography. Maya
goes on to add that she came to help

Housego put her thoughts to pen and
paper, help her distill what she felt
would appeal to a general reader, and

what would be a valuable contribution
to the understanding of the Indian tex-
tile journey. She says, “It was interest-
ing that so many people behind some
of our great textile brands have been for-
eigners/expats... so it was curiosity
more than anything about what brought
them here, what attracted them to our
textile tradition and how they found a
language to communicate with our
craftspeople. Art is universal and peo-
ple like Housego are living proof of that.”

As someone who has reported from
Kashmir and been a student of the his-
tory of Iran and Afghanistan too, Maya
was fascinated by her journey. Housego
was witness to some landmark moments
in history — the extravagant dinner in
Persepolis for example, that turned
much of Iran against the Shah. “In
Kashmir, I found it remarkable that a
woman shook off fear, even foreboding
and went back to work when her son
was kidnapped by militants in 1994 at
the height of the insurgency... so natu-
rally, it was an appealing story. The
opportunity to weave political history
with a textile journey was compelling,”
says Maya.

Housego had a strong connect with
Kashmir. The author of Tribal Rugs: An
Introduction to the Weaving of the
Tribes of Iran, and of Bridal Durries of
India, says that she finds watching the
craftsmen and women in Kashmir
adopt her enthusiasm and give their
ideas thrilling. She quotes in her book,
“It is in Kashmir that the threads of fab-
ric I first encountered at the Victoria
and Albert Museum in London came
together in majestic weaves and embroi-
deries, allowing me to revive, create and
innovate.” 

During her over three decades in
India, Housego has worked with
weavers and embroiderers to forge new
ways of combining traditional crafts-
manship with contemporary designs.

Co-founder of Shades of India and
Kashmir loom, Housego feels that cloth
has its own way of telling stories. It has
always fascinated her. “Each thread car-
ries a history. Each shade of each
colour evokes a different emotion. And
together, each type of fabric — cotton
or muslin, silk or satin, organza or lace,
and especially wool — opens up differ-
ent worlds of mystery, spirituality,
livelihood and wanderlust,” she says.
However, when asked about her chal-
lenges as a businesswoman, she laughs
and says, “I am not good with expres-
sion. I can only count my fingers. How
can I be a businesswoman?”

One wonders what does the future
of the written word look like since we
are swamped by digital entertainment,
especially in these trying times? We are
even devoid of the pleasure of walking
into a bookstore and scanning hundreds
of books lining the shelves. Well,
Housego has a tendency to find a silver
lining in situations. She says that they
are still going to be read because there
are a lot of things you cannot watch.
Personally, she feels, in India people
read a lot of books. However, contrary
to her, Maya says, “The written word has
also gone digital. After all, A Woven Life,
was first released as an e-book due to
the lockdown. Moreover, broadly, irre-
spective of formats as long as there is a
good story to be told or written, there
will always be someone to read it.” 

She shares that her growing up years
influenced her writing as she read
many books. When asked to recall a few,
she names War and peace (Leo Tolstoy)
followed by a laugh as she couldn’t
remember more. 

However, she recalls various authors
she loves to read, namely, Julian Barnes,
Vikram Seth, Amitav Ghosh, Pankaj
Mishra, Jounalist Karan Thapar, VS
Naipaul and many other Indian authors.
Though she isn’t able to recall any of
their books, she says, “I love Indian
authors.”

When you ask a woman, who has
seen decades, some anecdotes from her
chequered life, you expect many to
come through as Housego has already
written a book on some of them. But to
the contrary, I could sense her trying
hard to recall one. She says, “There are
many. I can’t recall one. I love going
around and visiting textile monuments.”
A historian by profession, Housego lists
some of her favourites — Orchha and
Sanchi Stupa in Madhya Pradesh, and
Hampi in Karnataka and many others.

“I love going around India and I love
mountains. I also love going to Kashmir
or watching anything being woven
beautifully, for I know it is a gift which
is given to only a few,” says she.

(The book will be published by Roli
Books.)
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Tainted former Pakistan
pacer Mohammad Asif

says he wasn’t the first nor
would be the last to have
indulged in spot-fixing and
should have been treated bet-
ter by his country’s Cricket
Board, which gave “everyone
a second chance” except for
him.

Asif said he should have
got a second chance like
many others, whom he did
not name.

“Everyone makes mis-
takes and I did too. Players
had been indulging in fixing
before me and even after
me. But those before me are
working with PCB and there
are few after me still playing,”
Asif told ‘ESPNCricinfo’.

“Everyone was given a
second chance and there are
few who never got the same
treatment (as me). PCB never
tried to save me regardless of
the fact that I am the kind of
bowler who was highly
regarded by everyone in the
world.

“But anyway I’m
not sitting around
brooding about the
past or hung up on it.”

Asif said he takes
pride in the perfor-
mances he dished
out in his limited
career.

“ H o w e v e r
much I played in
my career, I made
it count, duniya hila

ke rakh di thi (I shook up the
world). That is more impor-
tant for me to think about.
Even today, so many years
later, the best batsmen in the
world still remember me and
they talk about me.

“Just think how big the
impact was that I had on the
world. So this is what makes
me proud - that there is a rea-
son KP, AB de Villiers,
Hashim Amla talk highly
about me. That is what makes
me happy.”

The 37-year-old, who
also failed a dope test in
2006 and served a one year
suspension for it, admitted
that he “should have behaved
better off the field”.

“That is where I had
issues. I want to give the kids
this message that when you
cross the boundary line into
the field, your ambition
should be to do well for
yourself and for your team.”

“I was selfish as a bowler
because I wanted to take
wickets, and that was to help
the team win. Being selfish
isn’t bad if you’re
playing your
part for the
team,” he
said.
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Delhi Capitals spinner Axar
Patel has credited skipper

Shreyas Iyer for helping him
adjust to his new IPL team
smoothly after spending half-a-
decade with Kings XI Punjab.

“I’ve played with Shreyas at
India A also, and when I came to
Delhi Capitals, it was really easy
for me because we bond really
well,” he said while speaking on
the franchise’s official Instagram
handle during a live session.

“On the field, he gives free-
dom to his bowlers, and lets you

adjust the fields. He is quite
patient as well, and I have really
enjoyed playing under him.”

Patel said he was worried
about his future at the time of auc-
tion.

“I was sceptical at first because
I had spent five years at the
Punjab franchise, and I didn’t
know where my future would lie.
But when I was picked up by
Delhi Capitals, I was really excit-
ed because the team had so many
players I had played with before.

“It was a bit different in the
first couple days when I joined the
pre-season camp, but it took me
no time to adjust into the team
due to the mood in the squad,” he
said.

Reflecting on his first season
with the franchise, Patel said, “I
feel when you’re winning, the feel-
ing is really different and the con-
fidence is high.

“We had a great combination
in our team, and the team envi-
ronment was such that it brought
out the best in all of us. Making
it to the play-offs in my first sea-
son with the franchise was great.”
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Yuzvendra Chahal is among
the leading leg spinners in

world cricket but he can be
more effective with better use
of the crease, says former
Pakistan spinner Mushtaq
Ahmed.

Ahmed, who has coached
all around the world and is
currently a consultant for his
native team, said India’s abili-
ty to take wickets in the mid-
dle-overs in the limited overs
format through Chahal and
Kuldeep Yadav has been a
game-changer for them.

Both the wrist-spin-
ners were brought into
India’s limited overs set-up
following the 2017
Champions Trophy. Though,
of late, both Chahal
and Kuldeep havn’t
been playing
together.

“Chahal is
a very good
bowler but
can use
the crease
m u c h
better. He
can go wide of the
crease at times. You
got to be smart
enough to understand
pitches. If it is a flat
pitch, you can bowl
stump to stump,”
Ahmed, one of the
best leg-spinners
Pakistan has pro-
duced, told PTI.

“If the ball is gripping, you
can go wide of the crease
because you can trouble even
the best of batsmen with that
angle. That way your googly
also doesn’t  turn as much as
the batsman expects and you
end up taking a wicket.”

Ahmed also feels the likes
of Chahal and Kuldeep have
benefitted immensely from
former captain M S Dhoni’s
advice from behind the
stumps.

“You have got to be one
step ahead of the batsman.

You should know your
field position as per the
batsman’s strength. I
always say attack with
fielders not with the

ball. If you understand
that theory, you will

always be suc-
cessful,” the
49-year-old,
who played
52 Tests and
144 ODIs,
said.

“India
h a s
become a
force to

reckon with
in all three formats
as it uses its
bowlers really well.
Dhoni was a mas-
ter at getting the
best out of his

bowlers in limited
overs cricket and
now you have Virat

Kohli.”
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Australia can deal with the
challenge of getting teams

into the country for the T20
World Cup but whether it is
worth having the tournament
in empty stadiums is the
main point for considera-
tion, feels sports minister
Richard Colbeck.

Travel restrictions
and question marks over
how long it would take
to contain the COVID-
19 pandemic has put
the future of T20 World
Cup and India’s tour of
Australia in doubt.

Cricket Australia is
staring at a staggering loss of
300 million Australian dollars
if things don’t go ahead as
planned.

“I’d love to see an
Australia-India Test series
this summer and I’d really like
to be able to see the World
Cup go ahead

“... The issue is not so
much the teams as the crowds
and that’s probably one of the

hurdles we really have to con-
sider and probably one that
world cricket will look at
pretty closely as well," Colbeck
told SEN Radio on Monday.

He said logistics of host-
ing the event in the post
COVID-19 world can be dealt
with.

“We all know the differ-
ence in atmosphere ... But in

a team sense I'd
like to think that
we can build some
protocols with the
cooperation of the
sport and the play-
ers, that’s going to
be extremely
important, with

appropriate quarantine and
bio-security protocols to see
if we can make the competi-
tion go ahead.”

While T20 World Cup is
scheduled for an October 18
start, India’s tour of Australia
will begin with a T20 tri-series
in October and end with a
four-match Test series in
December.

The International Cricket

Council recenly said that
preparations were still on for
the 16-team tournament and
a final decision will be taken
by August.

Australia is considering
making travel exemptions
for the Indian team's tour
Down Under to save the
cricket board for the financial
loss but Colbeck said they
need to be careful in expand-
ing exemptions to other
nations for the T20 World
Cup.

“Those conversations are
being had, discussions about
what the protocols might
look like,” Colbeck said.

“They will be difficult
because one of the things that
has been a key part of our
success is that we limited
access to Australia from areas
where there were significant
outbreaks of Covid-19 and
that’s contributed to the low
rate of spread we have now.

“But we would have to be
prepared to consider appro-
priate plans put forward by
the various codes.” 
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Professional soccer players in Spain
will be tested this week so they can

start training again for the first time
in nearly two months.

Basic training has been allowed
to resume in Spain on Monday after
the government eased some of the
lockdown measures that had been in
place since mid-March because of the coronavirus pandem-
ic.

Spanish league players are expected to get back on the
field later in the week after they are tested for COVID-19
and after the clubs' training facilities are properly prepared
and disinfected. The facilities will have to be inspected to
make sure they comply to the cleaning protocols established
by local authorities.

All players, coaches and club employees who are going
to be involved in the initial training phase will have to be
tested two days before the individual practices can begin.

The tests will reportedly begin as early as Tuesday, and
the league wants them to be conducted daily after the indi-
vidual training sessions begin.

The league wants a period of training of about a month
before it can resume with matches in empty stadiums some-
time in June. There is no set date yet for the league’s resump-
tion.

The league recently sent clubs a protocol with safety
guidelines on how to return to practice. The protocol, which
was obtained by The Associated Press, has a four-stage plan
that details the current preparation phase, an individual
training stage, a phase with smaller group sessions and final-
ly one with full squad sessions.

Players will be allowed to use the teams' training facil-
ities but won't be allowed to interact with teammates in the
initial phase. They will travel individually to the facilities
and must arrive already wearing their training uniforms.

No more than six players will be allowed on the field
at the same time, and they must stay "the greatest distance
possible" from each other. The use of equipment should be
limited and coaches must supervise players from a distance.

Players must wear gloves and masks until going onto
the pitch, and only one or two players can share the gym
at a time. The league protocol, which was prepared by the
medical staff of some first-division clubs, recommends that
players - and those living with them - should not leave their
homes other than to go to practice. It says each club must
establish a food-delivery system for first-team players.
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The real challenge for any inter-
national cricketer comes with
playing Test cricket. But with

countries forced to postpone tours due
to the coronavirus pandemic, ques-
tions have been raised on the fate of
the inaugural edition of the World Test
Championship. It now looks almost
impossible that the final can be played
at Lord's in England in June 2021.
However, the legendary Sachin
Tendulkar has a solution.

Speaking to IANS, Tendulkar —
the only cricketer to play 200 Test
matches — said that a leaf can be
taken from the books of the
International Olympic Committee
(IOC) in how they dealt with shifting
the Tokyo Olympics to 2021 and still
decided to call it Tokyo 2020.
Tendulkar feels some permutation and
combination will need to be worked
out to ensure the inaugural edition is
completed without a hiccup.

“I think so (need permutations
and combinations to be worked out).
With regards to the World Test
Championship, if you see, the
Olympics also has been postponed but
it will still be called 2020 Olympics
even though it will be now held in
2021. They are still calling it 2020
Olympics and in that way, we need to
figure out a window where you know
all these games which would have ide-
ally happened at this time, how can we
accommodate them in the future
and yet continue with this champi-
onship. 

“To start a fresh would be a big
thing. And if you have started some-
thing, it needs to be completed in the
best and fairest manner where we are

able to accommodate all the remain-
ing matches and give everyone a fair
chance. We could extend the time
limit a bit because these tours also
aren’t cancelled totally, they have
been postponed. So, along with the
tours, the championship also gets
postponed,” he explained.

Another debate in recent times
has been on whether players should

be picked on the basis of age or fitness.
With the fitness level of players across
the world getting better, it is often
questioned if seniors are blocking the
way for youngsters to break into the
scene and establish themselves on the
international stage.

In fact, even in the Indian team,
there have been questions on whether
a young Rishabh Pant should get a

longer rope or whether Wriddhiman
Saha should don the wicket-keeping
gloves in Tests. While Tendulkar
doesn't wish to get into selection poli-
cies, he says that fitness should be the
criteria, not age.

“Whoever is good should be
given a go. It is not about a youngster
or such things. If Saha is fit and fit
enough to deliver, he should be given

a go. Similarly, if Pant is fit, he should
be....let the team management decide.
I am not saying Saha should be ahead
of Pant or Pant should be ahead of
Saha. Let the team management
decide that. 

“If someone is fit, age criteria
shouldn’t come into play. So, to cut my
answer short, if someone is fit, age cri-
teria should not come into play and
the team management should decide
whoever needs to play," he pointed.
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India batsman Sanju Samson has narrated an
incident involving former captain Mahendra

Singh Dhoni and referred to him as India’s
greatest captain ever.

He also stated that Dhoni is one-of-a-kind
cricketer and whosoever tries to copy him on
the field, usually comes back empty-handed. 

“A guy coming from Jharkhand and
becoming India’s greatest captain ever. I feel
very emotional whenever I talk about Dhoni,”
Samson told Rupha Ramani in a video shared
by Chennai Super Kings on their Twitter han-
dle.

“You tend to observe his game and then
try to copy him but you fail. You just cannot
copy him or get into his shoes,” he added.

Samson then went onto talk about a
dream featuring Dhoni. He revealed that has-
n’t told him about this story yet but is plan-
ning to do so soon.

“I actually saw him in my dream where
Mahi bhai was the captain of the team and he
was changing the field around. I was standing
in the slips and he said ‘Sanju wahan ja’,”
Samson said.

“Then after a few days later he stepped
down as captain and I thought how will my
dream come true now. 

“Then there was a game between India ‘A’
and England where they asked him to captain.
And when I was standing in the slips and he
said 'Sanju udhar ja’. 

“I think I should tell him that this hap-
pened and it just might bring a smile to his
face,” he added.

World Test C'ship can follow Olympics path: Tendulkar
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Feeling like a kid again,
England batsman Jason Roy

can’t wait to get back on the crick-
et field but says it would make
sense to postpone the T20 World
Cup in October-November if
teams don’t get enough time to
prepare for the mega event.

All cricketing activities have
come to a halt due to the COVID-
19 pandemic and the future of
T20 World Cup in Australia is
also in doubt.

“If players aren’t able to pre-

pare in the right way and are not
able to get over to Australia, then
it makes sense to postpone it,”
Roy was quoted as saying by
ESPNcricinfo.

“But if it goes ahead, it’s our
job to play cricket - and if we’re
told we have three weeks to pre-
pare to go and play in the World
T20, all the boys will be putting
the yards in to make sure we’re
ready for that.

“I think all the boys are on
edge, waiting for the call saying,
‘Right, we have a month turn-
around or a six-week turnaround.

Get in the nets and go hit some
balls.’ I think the boys will be as
ready as they can be,” said the 29-
year-old opener.

While Roy is eager to be play-
ing again, he said safety is para-
mount.

“I’ve got a huge amount of
trust in the ECB. I think they will
look into every single avenue of
all the positives, all the negatives.
So, I guess I would trust in what
they say, probably have a chat
with Morgs (Morgan) and see
where his head’s at and go with
that.
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Hugo Lloris believes that ending the
English Premier League season without

declaring Liverpool champions would be
“cruel”, but the Tottenham captain wants the
final table decided on the field.

The goalkeeper is following the English
social isolation rules at home with his fami-
ly in London, helping his two oldest daugh-
ters with their homework while trying to stay
fit in case the reason restarts.

“We’re in a situation where everyone wants
to finish and get the verdict from the pitch,”
Lloris told French sports daily L’Equipe.

“It would be terrible if it all ended like that
with nine or 10 games to go in the Premier
League.”

“We’re coming into the most exciting,
beautiful time of the season. Nobody wants
it to end like this.” Liverpool lead the table by
25 points. “It would be cruel for Liverpool with
the lead they have. They’re practically cham-
pions. 

“There would be a taste of the unfinished
business.”

The France captain says that resuming the
Premier League without fans will be strange.

“It’ll be weird wherever it happens.
Football is not a closed-door sport,” he said.

“Without spectators, it’s not the
same sport. That’s not how I see football.

“We’re here to bond, to share our emo-
tions. We all want full stadiums, with atmos-
phere, fans, colour and song.” “But you have
to take the context into consideration.”
“Everyone has to find the right compromise

between health, which is above all else, and
the need to finish this season,” he added.

The British government still has not given
any indication when football will be able to
resume.

“We have to be ready. Just in case,” said
Lloris, who was among the players to return
to Tottenham's training centre last week for
individual sessions. 
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