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In a chilling reminder of the
devastating Bhopal gas

tragedy, at least 11 persons died
and nearly 250 others were hos-
pitalised following the leak of
toxic styrene gas in LG
Polymers’ plant at
Gopalapatnam on the outskirts
of Visakhapatnam in Andhra
Pradesh on Thursday. 

The gas started leaking
around 2.30 am from a plant
that was reportedly being
restarted following relaxation of
the Covid-19 lockdown. The
leak was plugged and the plant
brought under control some
three hours later. But by then,
the gas spread across at least
five nearby villages, within a
radius of five kilometres, affect-
ing thousands of people, most
of them in deep sleep.

A night shift maintenance
worker had discovered the
leak from a tank.

According to officials, at
least 25 of those who have been
hospitalised are in a critical
condition and the possibility of
the death toll increasing is not
being ruled out. Unconfirmed
reports said around 3,000 per-
sons, including those admitted
in hospitals, have fallen sick
due to the poisonous gas.

Its impact on cattle and

verdure has not yet been fully
assessed but several animals
and birds in the vicinity have
died. Discoloured, withering
plants across the affected areas
invoked haunting memories
of the 1984 Bhopal gas tragedy.

Scores of people fell like
logs, listless and unconscious
on roads and sidewalks, as the
gas spread from the plant to the
human habitations. Many peo-
ple, who developed pneumo-
nia-like symptoms after inhal-
ing the gas, are on ventilators.

On the request of Andhra
Pradesh Chief Minister
Jaganmohan Reddy, his Gujarat
counterpart Vijay Rupani gave
orders to chemical companies
in Vapi to send 500 kg of para-
tertiary butyl catechol (PTBC)
chemical by road to Daman.
The PTBC will be used to
neutralise the gas leakage. 

Continued on Page 2
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To ensure social distancing
during lockdown at liquor

shops, the Delhi Government
on Thursday launched e-token
system for sale of liquor in the
national Capital. Under the e-
token system, customers would
be given specific time for pur-
chasing liquor. 

The system will help main-
taining social distancing and
cut down on waiting time in
long queues by specifying time
for each e-coupon holder to
buy liquor at a shop.

According to an official
statement, the Government
released a web link —
www.Qtoken.In — where peo-
ple will be designated specific
time for purchasing liquor after
they fill personal details. The e-
tokens will be sent on the
mobile phones of the registered
persons, it said. 

The people will require to

furnish address of liquor shop
in their area along with their
mobile number and other
details, while applying for e-
token on the web link.

The Delhi Government
had allowed opening of 200
liquor shops run by civic bod-
ies but only 50 opened due to
overcrowding, the statement
said.

Meanwhile, the Delhi
Police has also urged the
Government to extend the tim-
ings of the sale of liquor, hiring
of private volunteers for crowd
control, if needed, and opening
of private liquor shops —
except those located in markets,
malls and commercial com-
plexes. Currently, the shops are
allowed to open from 9 am to
6.30 pm.

Delhi has 864 liquor shops
while only 172 Government-
owned shops have been
allowed to operate following
the MHA guidelines.
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The deadly coronavirus caus-
ing Covid-19 continue to

spread its tentacles across the
country infecting over 56,325
persons while claiming over
1,846 lives till Thursday night.
The country added 3,318 new
cases and 61 more deaths dur-
ing the day. 

However, the worst is yet to
come with AIIMS-Delhi
Director Dr Randeep Guleria
on Thursday ringing alarm
bell as he said that as per the
modeling data and the way
India’s Covid-19 cases are
increasing, it is likely that peak
can come in June and July.

“According to modeling
data and the way our cases are
increasing, it is likely that peak
can come in June and July. But
there are many variables. With

time only we will know how
much they are effective and the
effect of extending the lock-
down,” said Dr Guleria.

Maharashtra has the high-
est number of cases — 17,914
— followed by Gujarat which
added 388 cases to reach a total
of 6,625 cases. Delhi reported
448 case for a total of 5,980
cases. Rajasthan reported 110
new Covid-19 positive cases on
Thursday taking the total num-

ber of positive cases to 3,427
while 6 deaths took the death
toll to 99. 

Telangana reported 15 new
cases on Thursday, taking the
tally to 1,122 including 400
active cases and 29 deaths
while in Madhya Pradesh, 114
more persons tested positive for
the infection taking the total
number of cases in the State to
3,252. Death toll stands at 193.

Continued on Page 2
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Two BSF jawans and one
CISF man died of Covid-19

even as paramilitary forces
battled to contain the spread of
coronavirus in their ranks. The
number of positive cases in the
Central paramilitary forces
increased by 100 during the last
24 hours, taking the total to
nearly 500.

The BSF on Thursday
reported 41 new cases, taking
the total count of active cases
in its ranks to 193. The two
deaths that it reported are the
first in the BSF ranks due to
corona virus infection.

A Head Constable of the
CISF deployed in Mumbai died
on Thursday morning. There
are 32 active cases in the CISF
across the country.

“A critically ill patient died
who had contacted Covid while
visiting clinics for his treat-
ment. Other BSF man died on
Monday (May 4) in Safdarjung
Hospital, where he was admit-
ted on May 3. From the normal
ward he was shifted to ICU on
May 4,” a BSF spokesperson
said.

Continued on Page 2
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Avideo showing at least four
bodies wrapped in black

plastic lying on beds next to
Covid-19 patients undergoing
treatment at the LTMG
Hospital at Sion in north-cen-
tral Mumbai went viral on
Thursday. An acutely embar-
rassed Birhanmumbai
Municipal Corporation (BMC)
ordered an enquiry into the
shocking incident.

Within hours after BJP
MLA Nitesh Rane posted on
his twitter handle a chilling
video that showed at least four
bodies wrapped in black plas-
tic lying on beds next to Covid-
19 patients undergoing treat-
ment at the Lokmanya Tilak
Municipal General (LTMG)
Hospital at Sion, a major polit-
ical controversy broke out in
the metropolis, with the
Opposition BJP slamming the
BMC and demanding an
enquiry into the incident.

“Sion Hospital incident is
extremely serious and shock-

ing. Patients who are being
treated are lying beside dead
bodies. This is utterly inhuman.
Is there no one to care for
Mumbai? Government must
immediately look into this &
ensure that it doesn’t happen
ever again!,” former Chief
Minister and senior BJP leader
Devendra Fadnavis tweeted.

Continued on Page 2
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In a shocking development, as
many as 72 prisoners lodged

at the Arthur Road Central Jail
and seven of its staffers tested
positive for coronavirus on
Thursday, after which the
Brihanmumbai Municipal
Corporation (BMC) quaran-
tined them and 100 others,
including some jail officials and
staffers, at an isolation facility
outside the prison.

While State Home Minister
Anil Deshmukh himself con-
firmed that 72 prisoners lodged
at the Arthur Road prison test-
ed positive for Covid-19,
sources at the jail said that
seven prison employees had
been diagnosed positive for
coronavirus.

“To ensure against the
spread of coronavirus on the
Arthur Road prison premises,
we had made special arrange-
ments for inmates there. The
jail authorities had banned the
entry and exit of anyone from
the jail. But, still some inmates
contracted the pandemic as

they were exposed to a Covid-
19 affected staffer inside the
prison,” Deshmukh said.

Deshmukh was speaking
to mediapersons at Palghar
after reviewing the situation at
Gadhchinchale village where
two Sadhus and one driver
were lynched by a mob of vil-
lagers on the night of April 16.

Initial reports had said that
a 45-year-old undertrial, who
had been rushed to the JJ
Hospital after he suffered par-
alytic attack, had tested positive
for Covid-19 on May 2. When
he was admitted to the hospi-
tal, he had been suffering from
severe fever at that time. A
swab sample taken from him
tested positive for coronavirus.

Subsequently, the JJ
Hospital doctors had taken
swab samples of at least 150
prisoners; as many as 72 were
diagnosed positive for the pan-
demic.

Subsequently, two prison
guards, who were staying at a
guest house near Byculla jail,
tested positive.

Continued on Page 2
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As many as 354 Indian
nationals, including 11

pregnant women and a pair of
twins, returned home on
Thursday in the first two flights
from the UAE to Kerala as
India began its biggest ever
repatriation exercise to bring
back its citizens stranded
abroad amidst the interna-
tional travel lockdown due to
coronavirus pandemic.

According to the Ministry
of Civil Aviation, the first Air
India Express flight ( IX 452)
took off from Abu Dhabi to
Kochi at 4.15 pm while the sec-
ond flight (IX 344 ) took off
from Dubai to Kozhikode at
5.10 pm. The first flight with

177 Indians ( including 16
children, 4 infants) landed at
Kochi airport at 9.45 pm, while
the second flight with 182 on
board (including, 13 children,
5 infants) landed after 10 pm.

Both the 189 seater Boeing
737s of Air India Express took
off from Kerala with two pilots
and four cabin crew members

on board each aircraft on
Thursday morning. The Air
India will operate 23 repatria-
tion flights in the first week of
Vande Bharat Mission. 

The planes will keep last
two rows of each aircraft vacant
for any passenger showing
coronavirus symptoms

Continued on Page 2
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With no let-up in the coro-
navirus cases in the

country, the Government has
zeroed in on 215 railway sta-
tions across the country where
railway coaches will be con-
verted into Covid-19 care cen-
tres for patients of suspected or
confirmed viral infection.

Most of these stations have
been identified in the States like
Maharashtra, Madhya Pradesh,
Tamil Nadu, Delhi, Gujarat
and Andhra Pradesh which are
reporting high number of cases
each passing days.

In the national Capital,
New Delhi Railway Station,
Hazrat Nizamuddin and Old
Delhi railway stations have
been selected for the conver-
sion of coaches into the Covid
centres for the health care of
the patients whose numbers
have already surpassed 54,000.

According to the officials
in the Ministry, nine stations
have been identified in Andhra
Pradesh, while Assam has 13,
Bihar (15), Chhattisgarh (2),
Delhi (3), Goa (1), Gujarat (11),
Haryana (4), J&K (2)
Jharkhand (7), Karnataka (14),
Kerala (3), Maharashtra (21),
MP (14), Odisha (9), Punjab
(7), Rajasthan (17), Tamil Nadu
(10), Telangana (3), Tripura (1),
UP (28), Uttarakhand (4) and
in Bengal, 18 railway stations
have been zeroed in.

Continued on Page 2
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Making a U-turn, the
Karnataka Government

has decided to deploy special
trains from Friday to send
back stranded migrant workers
to their natives and sought
approval of receiving States
for the process, days after it
abruptly withdrew a request
sent to the Railways.

On Thursday, the
Government wrote to
Jharkhand, Bihar, UP, Manipur,
Tripura, Bengal, MP, Rajasthan
and Odisha conveying its deci-
sion and seeking their consent
for receving the workers, offi-
cial sources said.

Eight special trains had
ferried migrant labourers to
their home States from the
Bengaluru division before the
cancellation.

Continued on Page 2
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In a first, the India
Meteorological Department

(IMD) has included regions of
Gilgit-Baltistan and
Muzaffarabad as part of its
Jammu & Kashmir meteoro-
logical sub-division as they are
parts of India.

Muzaffarabad is part of
Pakistan-occupied Kashmir
(PoK) while Gilgit-Baltistan is
also under illegal Pakistani
occupation. These cities of
PoK have now found a place in
the overall forecast of the
northwest division.

It also reflects the changed
status of Ladakh as a separate
Union Territory. The IMD
move comes days after the
Pakistan Supreme Court’s deci-
sion to allow the Islamabad to
amend a 2018 administrative
order to conduct general elec-
tions in the region. 

Continued on Page 2
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Seven workers fell ill, three of
them seriously, after inhal-

ing poisonous gas while clean-
ing up waste at a closed paper
mill in Chhattisgarh’s coal-rich
Raigarh district on Wednesday,
officials said on Thursday.
They fell unconscious and were
rushed to hospital. One work-
er has been put on ventilator at
Raipur’s MMI Hospital and
his condition was stated to be
critical.

The incident took place on
Wednesday night at Shakti
Papers Mill in a rural pocket,
about 250 km from Raipur.
However, the factory owner did
not inform the administration
about the incident, which came
to light after the hospital
authorities alerted the police on
Thursday, said Superintendent
of Police Santosh Kumar Singh.
A case has been registered
against the mill management.

The gas leak sparked panic
in nearby areas housing about

60 poverty-hit families. A team
of forensic experts are exam-
ining the site to ascertain the
exact cause of the accident.

“Seven workers of the
paper mill who were taking
paper waste out of an open
tank complained about diffi-
culties in breathing and were
rushed to a local hospital.
Three of them were taken to
Raipur for urgent medical
attention,” the SP told The
Pioneer over phone.

He said the paper mill,

which is based in village Tetla,
had been closed since late
March this year when a nation-
wide lockdown was enforced in
the wake of Covid-19. But the
workers were undertaking
cleanliness work without wear-
ing safety masks in a bid to
resume operation at the unit.

Chhattisgarh Chief
Minister Bhupesh Baghel took
serious note of the incident and
directed the local administra-
tion to provide all possible
help to the workers.

 !������
������
����"��
���#�����
������#�������$����

��������	�
�
����������������������������

%&����
�����%���
�������
�����'���
��(��"
�)��
*������+�
��������

�����������
���
��������������
�
�����	� ���!�	"�

����
��#
���
�������
��!�
�!�$�%	�#
���
��!
	����
����	��

���,-���.��
�����/,
��
�������0�����
�
%
�&����'��
�
'��"���	
���!�
())*+�,�	
�!�	

��1�2���
���"���	�������
�����3* ���������&����	���
����
�!�
�����!���
��
	�!����#
����

����	���������������
����������������������

%�-�������
)*,��� ���

2��3!������4)�


�����
���.�����
��
�����������
��	�
��������

������������������ �!�������
���"��	�������������	��������������������#��	��	�
���������$	%����� &!

&������%���������������	��������������
���	�����������������#��	��	�
�����
���$	%����� &!

Visakhapatnam: In a state-
ment, South Korea’s LG Chem
Ltd’s owner LG Chem said, “We
are currently assessing the
extent of the damage and are
taking all necessary steps to
protect residents and employ-
ees,” said. The company said it
is investigating the leak. 
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New Delhi: As much as 52 per
cent citizens want states to
implement a solution for home
delivery of liquor in red zones
to prevent the spread of
COVID-19 due to crowds at
liquor vends.

Local Circles conducted a
survey to understand from cit-
izens how should the sale of
liquor work in red zones in their
opinion. The survey received
8,078 responses from various
parts of the country. In response,
52 per cent citizens said the
administrations should imple-
ment a solution for home deliv-
ery of liquor in red zones to pre-
vent the spread of COVID-19
due to crowds at liquor vends.

Around 16 per cent said
shop opening time should be
extended while 23 per cent said
police must be deployed to
ensure social distancing. 9%

were unsure about it.
Local Circles said that in

many places across India,
queues as long as 1 km were
seen in front of liquor shops
with anxious tipplers gathered
to buy their preferred brand.
This has made residents living
in these areas worried as peo-
ple have been standing very
close to each other, increasing
the chances of the spread of
COVID-19 virus.

In a late-night notification
on Monday, the Delhi
Government through the Delhi
Excise (Amendment) Rules
2020, slapped a 70 per cent
‘Special Corona Fee' on top of
the MRP on liquor and also
said that the unruly crowd
might lead to complete sealing
of the area.

On Tuesday, despite the
increased prices, the queues

continued at the liquor shops.
According to Local Circles,

each State Government
amends their annual excise
policy every year. So far, while
no state explicitly allows or
bans home delivery of liquor,
it does not mean that it is
allowed in the state.

The Chhattisgarh
Government recently permit-
ted online sale of liquor so that
crowding at wine shops can be
discouraged, with a customer
allowed to buy up to 5 litres of
liquor at a time and a delivery
charge of Rs 120 applicable.
Punjab is also seriously con-
sidering allowing home deliv-
ery of alcohol to prevent
crowding. Before the lock-
down, there were also many
shops in Delhi and Gurgaon
who would deliver alcohol in
their area. IANS
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All visas for foreign nation-
als and the OCI card visa

free travel for Indian-origin
people, who are not in the
country, remain suspended till
the restrictions on interna-
tional travel to and from India
remain in place, the Indian
embassy here said on
Wednesday.

However, for all foreign
nationals inside the country
whose visas have expired and
cannot travel out of India due
to the international travel
restrictions, can apply for their
visa extension without any
additional fee, it said in a state-
ment.

Visa free travel facility
granted to Overseas
Citizenship of India (OCI)
card holders who are not in
India presently, will continue to
remain in abeyance till prohi-

bition on international air trav-
el of passengers from/to India
is lifted. The OCI card of a trav-
eller presently in India shall
remain valid, the embassy said.

The OCI is an immigration
status permitting a foreign cit-
izen of Indian origin to live and
work in India indefinitely. The
OCI was introduced in
response to demands for dual
citizenship by the Indian dias-
pora, particularly in developed
countries.

All existing visas issued to
nationals of any country who
have not yet entered India, 
will remain suspended till 
prohibition on international
air travel of passengers from/to
India is lifted. Exceptions
include Visa issued to 
diplomats, official passport
holders, those in UN/interna-
tional organisations, and those
on Employment and Project
visas, it said.
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New Delhi/Bhubaneswar: The
Centre on Thursday said the
decision of holding the Rath
Yatra in Puri would be taken by
the Odisha government keep-
ing in mind the prevailing
Covid-19 situation, but allowed
construction of the chariots
during the lockdown for the
religious procession.

In a letter to the state gov-
ernment, the Union Home
Ministry said construction of
the chariots had been allowed
in the 'Ratha Khala', which is
situated on both sides of the
Grand Road in front of the
Jagannath temple office and the
Sri Nahar palace in Puri, sub-
ject to fulfilling conditions.

The green signal from
Delhi came a day after the state
government had sought the
ministry's consent for under-
taking the chariots construc-
tion for the annual festival in
the pilgrim town of Puri.

No religious congregation
should take place in the 'Ratha
Khala' and complete segrega-
tion of people engaged in the
chariot construction should be
ensured, the ministry said.

However, the decision of
holding the Rath Yatra, which

is scheduled for June 23, would
be taken by the state govern-
ment, keeping in view the con-
ditions prevailing at that point
of time, the letter said.

According to the guidelines
issued for the ongoing lock-
down, religious congregation is
strictly prohibited.

The ministry said the man-
aging committee of the Shri
Jagannath Temple, following a
meeting on Monday, urged for
permission to construct the
chariots in the 'Ratha Khala'.

The committee said no
religious congregation takes
place in the 'Ratha Khala' as it
is a workplace and not a pub-
lic place accessible to the gen-
eral public.

However, for effective
Covid-19 management, com-
plete segregation of the 'Ratha
Khala' will be done from the
adjoining Grand Road and
adjoining properties by erecting
a cloth partition wall so that
public can be effectively pro-
hibited, the temple committee
said. The committed added
that the national directives for
Covid-19 management would
be fully implemented, accord-
ing to the letter. PTI
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died due to a gas leak at a
chemical factory in Andhra
Pradesh's Vishakhapatnam, the
Union Home Ministry on
Thursday issued an advisory
for the public about the things
to be done and not be done fol-
lowing such an incident.

Styrene is a colourless,
flammable liquid which is used
to prepare polystyrene plastics,
rubber and fiberglass. It is
used in pipes, insulation, auto-
mobile parts, etc.

According to the advisory,
the exposure of styrene is
through ingestion, inhalation
or contact (skin).

Common symptoms of
styrene exposure include irri-
tation to eyes, nose and skin;
gastrointestinal and respirato-
ry effects. Its long term expo-
sure may cause central nervous
system and kidney-related
problems, depression,
headache, etc.

The Department of Health
and Human Services USA has
listed styrene as reasonably
anticipated to be human car-
cinogen. If someone acciden-
tally swallows styrene, give
large quantities of water and
do not induce vomiting, the
advisory said. PTI
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The national Capital on
Thursday witnessed the

biggest single-day spike with
448 new Covid-19 cases.

With this, total corona case
soars to 5,980 while 66 patients
have lost their lives in the city.

According to State health
department, active cases stand
at 3,983 while 1,931 patients
have so far recovered.

Meanwhile, the Delhi
Government also ordered to
de-contain four more zones —
Balaji Apartment, Shastri
Market, Krishna Apartment
and Abu Fazal Enclave. Thus,
Delhi has now 87 contain-
ment zones.
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From Page 1
In separate letters, State

Principal Revenue Secretary N
Manjunatha Prasad, who is
also the Nodal Officer for
Migrant labourers movement,
asked his counterparts to give
in principle approval for move-
ment of special trains everyday,
starting from Friday.

Prasad informed his Bihar,
Jharkhand, Uttar Pradesh,
Madhya Pradesh and West
Bengal counterparts that
Karnataka intends to run two
trains to the states a day till
May 15 for ferrying the thou-
sands of migrant workers
stranded in the city and other
districts due to the Covid-19
lockdown.

The state planned to run
one train each a day to
Manipur and Tripura.

The fresh move came two
days after the government
withdrew its request to the
railways to run special trains
for the migrants within hours
of making it on Tuesday.

From Page 1
The Indian missions in the UAE finalised

the list of passengers, who were chosen based
on the compelling reasons they submitted while
registering their names. “CGI Dubai wishes
them a safe flight...@ indiandiplomacy@meain-
dia Elderly Indian couple from UAE on repa-
triation flight happy to spend Ramadan in
Kerala,” Consulate General of India, Dubai
tweeted. Officials said that passengers have been
given mask and sanitisers when they boarded.

Air India has opened bookings for eligible
foreign nationals and valid visa holders of the
UK, the USA and Singapore for outbound repa-
triation flights that will be operated between
May 7 and May 14, officials said. Air India 380
flight from Delhi to Singapore will take off late
night on Thursday. Seven flight including three
from Delhi, two from Mumbai, one each from
Srinagar and Calicut will take off on Friday to
bring Indian stranded in Dhaka, London,
Riyadh, San Fransisco, Delhi and Mumbai.

Air India’s statement said that all those, who
wish to travel from India to London, Singapore
and select destinations in the USA on Air India
flights operating between May 8 and May 14,
can start booking. It further read, “Passengers
are requested to read the eligibility criteria care-
fully as available on the link and proceed fur-
ther for booking only if they meet the same.”

From Page 1
Taking a serious view of the incident, Mumbai Mayor

Kishori Pednekar personally visited the BMC-run LTMG
Hospital, held discussions with Dr Pramod Ingale, Dean of
the LTMG Hospital, and ordered an enquiry into the inci-
dent.

Dr Ingale said that the inquiry ordered by the Mayor
would be completed within 24 hours.

“A video clip showing dead bodies being kept on the trol-
leys in a ward of Lokmanya Tilak Municipal General Hospital
where other patients are being treated is circulating on media.
To understand the reality and confirmation of the facts, an
inquiry committee has been constituted. Committee mem-
bers have been instructed to submit the report within 24 hrs.
Depending on the report, disciplinary action will be taken
against the guilty,” a statement issued by the hospital said.

Ironically enough, the LTMG Hospital authorities
admitted themselves that there is already a guideline that
the body of a deceased Covid-19 patient should be hand-
ed over to its family. “In view of guidelines of Government
of Maharashtra, a circular was issued u/no. LTH/108/Dean
(L) dtd. 2.5.2020 which stated that a dead body should be
handed over to patient’s relative within 30 minutes of death
in the suspect Covid and Covid positive wards. But it is
found that many a times relatives are not available to hand
over the body or they are not willing,” the LTMG Hospital
said in its statement.

From Page 1
After his death, prior to post-mortem examina-

tion, COVID-19 test was done and result came posi-
tive by late night on Wednesday.

“Prahari pariwar is grief stricken with deaths of
two BSF personnel during this pandemic. DG, BSF and
all ranks mourn the untimely demise of the corona war-
riors of BSF. BSF fraternity conveys condolences and
stands firm with the bereaved families,” the spokesper-
son further said.

Braving the challenges of securing frontiers,
working with civil administration and while shoul-
dering other essential responsibilities, 41 new Covid-
19 positive cases have been reported in the last 24
hours, he said.

Most of these BSF personnel have been aiding the
police in internal security duties during this critical
phase of Covid pandemic, he added.

With the tracing of primary, secondary and ter-
tiary contacts of earlier detected cases, testing of all
such listed, mostly asymptomatic contacts, was under-
taken on priority after immediately putting them in
quarantine, BSF officials said.

All instructions and protocols issued by Ministry
of Health and Family Welfare are strictly followed. BSF
establishments have set up well equipped quaran-
tine/isolation centres as per the prescribed norms to
prevent the contagion. The composite hospitals of BSF
are dedicated COVID Health Centres (DCHC) and are
diligently handling cases of BSF personnel, they added.

From Page 1
The Gilgit-Baltistan Order of 2018

provided for administrative changes,
including authorizing the Prime Minister
of Pakistan to legislate on an array of sub-
jects.

IMD Director General Mrutyunjay
Mohapatra said that the IMD has been
issuing weather bulletin for entire Jammu
& Kashmir & Ladakh area.  Mohapatra
said they have been mentioning areas
under PoK under its daily weather bulletin
ever since the bifurcation of Jammu and
Kashmir in the two union territories
August last year.

Dr Kuldeep Srivastava, the head of the
Regional Meteorological Centre con-
firmed that the IMD has started includ-
ing Gilgit-Baltistan and Muzaffarabad,
which are parts of PoK, under the Jammu
and Kashmir, Ladakh, meteorological
sub-division since May 5 that gives fore-
cast for the northwest meteorological divi-
sion of the IMD. The change in name
started to get reflected from Tuesday in
the daily forecast for northwest India,
issued by IMD.

From Page 1
A detailed map has been

prepared by the Union Health
Ministry in coordination with
the Union Railway Ministry
according to which preferably
an individual cabin will be
assigned to each patient or
maximum of two confirmed
patients.

The State Governments
have been asked to attach at least
one Covid-19 dedicated hospi-
tal with each Covid-19 special
train so that patient can be shift-
ed there in case of emergency.
Also, one basic life support
ambulance with oxygen and
ambubag will be stationed at the
identified railway station.

Separate coaches for suspect
and confirmed cases will be
ensured to avoid cross infection,
as per the guidelines issued by
the Union Health Ministry.

The special train coaches,
after formation shall be cleaned,
and disinfected as per protocol
for disinfection of quarantine
facilities issued by the Health
Ministry.

From Page 1
The consignment will be

airlifted from Daman by Andhra
Pradesh government, said
Ashwani Kumar, Secretary to
Gujarat Chief Minister Vijay
Rupani.

Prime Minister Narendra
Modi spoke to Jaganmohan and
assured him of all help and sup-
port. “I pray for everyone’s safe-
ty and well-being in
Visakhapatnam,’’ he tweeted.

The chemical, biological,
radiological and nuclear
(CBRN) team of the NDRF,
which is the 5th battalion sta-
tioned in Pune along with an
expert team of National
Environmental Engineering
Research Institute (NEERI),
Nagpur has rushed to
Visakhapatnam. 

“This is a chemical disaster
and that is why the
Commandant Anupam
Shrivasta and his team of four
personnel will be flying in from
Pune to assess the situation on
the ground and give any assis-

tance required,” DG, NDRF, SN
Pradhan said in Delhi.

Styrene gas affects the cen-
tral nervous system, throat, skin,
eyes and some other parts of the
body, Pradhan said adding a
special gas leakage team of the
force is on the spot and check-
ing on people who are feeling
uneasy. 

“What we understand is
that this plastic factory was
being re-started for operations
and the gas leaked after an acci-
dent occurred,” he pointed out.

The decision to dispatch the
CBRN team was taken after the
PM held a high-level meeting
with Union Ministers Rajnath
Singh and Amit Shah. Ministers
of State for Home Affairs
Nityanand Rai and G Kishen
Reddy and senior officials in
attendance took stock of the sit-
uation.

Immediately after the high-
level meeting, Cabinet Secretary
Rajiv Gauba took a detailed
review meeting along with the
Secretaries of the Ministries of
Home Affairs, Environment,
Forest and Climate Change,

Chemicals and Petrochemicals,
Pharmaceuticals, Information
and Broadcasting; Members of
the National Disaster
Management Authority
(NDMA) and Director General
(DG), National Disaster
Response Force (NDRF);
Director General of Health
Services (DGHS) and Director
AIIMS, and other medical
experts; to chart out specific
steps to support the manage-
ment of the situation on the
ground. 

PK Mishra Principal
Secretary to Prime Minister
was also present in the meeting. 

Jaganmohan, who rushed to
Visakhapatnam upon learning
about the incident, called on vic-
tims undergoing treatment at
various hospitals in the city. He
instructed the doctors and offi-
cials to provide the best possi-
ble treatment to the survivors.
Addressing a Press conference,
he announced an ex-gratia of Rs
1 crore to the kin of the
deceased. Reddy said those on
ventilators would be given Rs 10
lakh compensation and others

among those hospitalised would
be given Rs 1 lakh.  Those get-
ting primary treatment would
get Rs 25,000 as compensation.
Those who have lost livestock
also would be compensated at
the rate of Rs 20,000 each.

Steps would be taken to shift
the plant away from the city, he
said and promised jobs to the
kin of the deceased, he said even
as the Gopalapatnam police
lodged an FIR against the LG
Polymers. Apart from the Chief
Secretary Neelam Sawhney,
ministers Kannababu, Avanti
Srinivas, Krishna Das,
AllaKalikrishna Nani and Botsa
Satyanarayana are monitoring
the situation.

Andhra Pradesh Industries
Minister Mekapati Goutham
Reddy said a probe would be ini-
tiated into the gas leak tragedy.
“They will have to explain exact-
ly what sort of protocols were
followed, and what were not fol-
lowed as it was shut down for 42
days due to the Covid -19 lock-
down,’’ he said.  

Accordingly, criminal action
will be initiated, he added. The

Minister said the gas at the LG
Polymers chemical plant has
been neutralised, and the situ-
ation is now under control.

Opposition leader and
Telugu Desam Party president N
Chandrababu Naidu appealed to
the Central Government to send
medical teams to immediately
provide required treatment to
the victims of the
Visakhapatnam gas leak. 

He demanded a thorough
enquiry into the gas leak and
wanted the plant to be shifted
to SEZ for ensuring safety of
the public. The NHRC and the
Andhra Pradesh High Court
took suo motu cognizance of
the gas tragedy and issued
notices to the State and the
Centre. Styrene is used to
make polystyrene plastics,
fiberglass, rubber, insulation,
pipes, automobile parts,
printing cartridges, copy
machine toner, food con-
tainers and packaging mate-
rial among others. As per
official website of LG
Polymers, the company was
established in 1961 as

“Hindustan Polymers” for man-
ufacturing Polystyrene and its
Co-polymers at
Visakhapatnam, India. It was
merged with Mc Dowell & Co
Ltd of UB Group in 1978. LG
Chemical considered India as
an important market and in its
aggressive global growth plan
identified Hindustan Polymers
as a suitable company for enter-
ing Indian market through 100
per cent takeover. Taken over by
LG Chem (South Korea),
Hindustan Polymers was
renamed as LG Polymers India
Private Limited (LGPI) in July,
1997.
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From Page 1
Known initially as the Mumbai Central Prison,

the 94-year-old prison has a capacity to house 800
inmates. It is basically meant for housing under-tri-
als. Being the largest and oldest prison, it currently
houses anywhere from 2600-2700 prisoners, most-
ly under-trials.

In the past, several of the 1993 Mumbai serial
blasts accused, including actor Sanjay Dutt, had been
lodged at this prison. Even the 2008 Mumbai 26/11
attack’s lone arrested accused Mohammed Ajmal
Mohammed Amir Iman alias Kasab was here before
he was shifted to Pune’s Yerwada central Prison, where
he was hanged on November 21, 2012.

In a related development, State Home Minister
Anil Deshmukh said that in an effort to reduce the
number of prisons in various jails of the State, his
Government had decided to release on parole near-
ly 5500 prisoners who had committed “not-so-seri-
ous” crimes and had been sentenced to less than seven
years’ imprisonment.

“Earlier, to reduce the number of inmates in
crowded prisons across the State, we had released
5,500 prisoners on bail. Now, the State Government
has decided to release on parole another 5,500 
prisoners who have not committed not-so-serious
crimes and have been sentenced to less than 
seven years of imprisonment. With these moves, we
will be able to reduce 11,000 inmates in jails across
the State,” Deshmukh said, while talking to media-
persons at Palghar.

From Page 1
Gujarat registered 388 new

Covid-19 positive cases in last
24 hours with total touching
7,013 including 1,709
cured/discharged and 425
deaths.

Tamil Nadu’s encounter
with coronavirus has reached a
crucial stage as the number of
persons testing positive for the
pandemic reached 5,369 on
Thursday evening. Medical
bulletin issued by the
Directorate of Health and
Family Welfare said 540 per-
sons tested positive for coron-
avirus on Thursday.

Out of the 540 new cases,
Chennai accounted for 316
persons making it the district
with the highest number of
Covid-19 patients. There are
2,644 patients in the metropo-
lis. The day also saw two per-
sons succumbing to the pan-
demic making the number of
fatalities to 37.  

Since last week, the num-
ber of persons testing positive
for coronavirus increased by

leaps and bounds in Tamil
Nadu. On April 30, the State
recorded 130 persons while the
next day it registered 203
patients. On May 2, there were
231 new cases while the next
day saw 266 persons testing
positive for the pandemic. On
May 4, Tamil Nadu was bewil-
dered when the Government
announced that 527 persons
tested positive on a single day.
Since then the numbers
increased steeply with 508, 771
and 580 respectively.

Union Health Minister Dr
Harshvardhan said in com-
parison to other countries,
India is in a better condition as
the fatality rate is 3.3 per cent
and recovery rate is 28.83 per
cent. He also said there are 4.8
per cent patients in ICU, 1.1 per
cent on ventilators and 3.3 per
cent on oxygen support of the
active cases.

Vardhan said, “The testing
capacity has increased in the
country and it is 95,000 tests
per day with 327 Government
laboratories and 118 private
laboratories. Cumulatively,
13,57,442 tests have been done
so far for Covid-19.”
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New Delhi: Three more Delhi
Police personnel, including a
traffic inspector posted in
Southern Traffic Range, tested
positive for Covid-19, police
said on Thursday.

The 59-year-old Traffic
Inspector, who is incharge of
Sangam Vihar area of
Southern Traffic Range, felt
body ache and mild fever on
May 4 following which, he
went to the government
CGHS dispensary, Minto
Road, where the doctor pre-
scribed medicines and advised
five-days rest, they said. 

However, the official gave
his swab sample to a private lab
for Covid-19 test as a precau-
tionary measure on May 6. 

On Thursday, the result
was received as positive, a
senior official said.

He said the traffic inspec-

tor was residing along with his
22-year-old son and a 27- year-
old domestic help at govern-
ment quarters in Minto road
area. 

In Northwest Delhi, a 46-
year-old head constable post-
ed in Mahendra Park Police
Station also tested positive for
Covid-19. He has been living
with his wife, two daughters
and a son in the police colony,
Narela. He was on medical
leave since May 1, police said. 

Also, an inspector posted
with the Special Cell of Delhi
Police has tested positive for
Covid-19. He was is deployed
at the Lodhi Colony office of
the Special Cell, they said. 

Meanwhile, officials are
tracing the people with whom
the three police personnel came
in contact so far so as to quar-
antine them, they added. 

More than 30 Delhi Police
personnel have tested Covid
positive so far. PTI
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The World Punjabi
Organisation (WPO) has

donated �51 lakh to Delhi
Sikh Gurdwara Management
Committee (DSGMC) to sup-
port its charitable activities
during the Covid 19 crisis for
the service of mankind and
humanity.

Vikramjit Singh Sahney,
International President of
WPO said that out of the total
amount, �40 lakhs has been
provided for meeting expens-
es relating to  expenses of the
religious preachers like
Granthis, Ragis, and adminis-
trative staff while �11 lakh
will be used in providing daily
free food to needy persons in
national Capital.

Earlier Vikramjit Sahney

had distributed 10,000 Ration
Kits for needy and deprived
classes in various parts of the
national capital to meet the
ration needs of the migrant
laboures and marginal sec-
tions of society.

Sahney, who is philan-
thropists himself has con-
tributed �22 lakhs, while
Taranjit Singh, President WPO
Calcutta, and Chairman JIM
University donated Rs 21 lakh
and MS Kohli, President WPO
Montreal Canada donated Rs
7.5 lakh.

DSGMC President
Manjinder Singh Sirsa thanked
Vikramjit Sahney and 
other WPO donors for their
generous contribution in a
time when Gurdwaras are fac-
ing a resource crunch due to
lockdown.
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The 31-year-old Delhi Police
constable, who died on

Tuesday after being infected
from the Covid-19 was cre-
mated at Punjabi Bagh crema-
torium on Thursday.
Meanwhile, the Delhi Chief
Minister Arvind Kejriwal on
Thursday announced an ex-
gratia of �1 crore to the fami-
ly of the constable who died of
coronavirus infection. 

Delhi Chief Minister in a
tweet in Hindi said the family
of the constable will be provid-
ed with an ex-gratia of �1 crore.

"He did not care about his
life and kept serving Delhi
people. He got infected with
corona and passed away. I pay
homage to his sacrifice on
behalf of all Delhi people. An ex
gratia of �1 crore will be given
to his family," the CM said.

The constable Amit
Kumar, a resident of Sonipat,
Haryana, was posted at
Northwest Delhi's Bharat
Nagar police station. 

Manish Agrawal, the Joint
Commissioner of Police,

Northern Range, Vijyanta Arya,
the Deputy Commissioner of
Police (DCP), Northwest dis-
trict and other officers of the
district were present at the cre-
mation to pay their last respects
to the departed soul.

"Amit parents, brother, his
in laws and other close family
members were also there at the
crematorium. The police offi-
cers and family members paid
their respect by showering
flower petals on the ambulance
carrying the body," said a police
official. 

Joint CP Manish Agrawal
interacted with the family mem-
bers and conveyed solidarity
with them in this hour of grief.

The Delhi Police constable
died on Tuesday after he was
infected with Coronavirus. It is
said to be the first death of a
Delhi police personal due to
coronavirus. 

Though the constable's
Covid-19 result came after his
death. Taking to twitter, Delhi
Police Commissioner SN
Shrivastava had expressed his
condolence to the family and
assured of all assistance.

"The sudden demise of late
Constable Amit Kumar from PS
Bharat Nagar has saddened  the
police fraternity. We stand by his
family in this hour of grief and
pray to the Almighty to provide
strength to bear this loss.  All
assistance to his family will be
provided," he had tweeted. 

According to police, the
constable fell sick on Tuesday
morning following which he
was examined at the Deep
Chand Bandhi Hospital where
he was given medicines.

"He was also tested for
Covid-19 and his reports were
awaited," police said. "Suddenly,
on Tuesday evening, when he
reported he was feeling uncom-
fortable, he was immediately
taken to the Ram Manohar
Lohia (RML) Hospital where he
was declared brought dead," a
senior police official said.
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The Delhi Police on
Thursday released a list of

Covid-19 test facility centres
and hospitals for its personnel
in the national Capital. 

According to the official
communique at Lok Nayank
Jai Prakash Narayan Hospital,
the police personnel can con-
tact Station House Officer
(SHO) Neki Ram and Sub-
Inspector (SI) Yogender from
IP esate police station while
SHO Arun posted at GTB
enclave police station can be
contacted by police personnel
for Covid-19 test at Rajiv
Gandhi Super Speciality
Hospital Dilshad Gardern.

"The official have deputed

SHO Sahadev Singh Tomar
and SI Narendra Singh Rawat
from North Avenue police sta-
tion at Ram Manohar Lohia
(RML) hospital while at AIIMS
Inspector Jitender and Assistant
Sub Inspector (ASI) Surender
of Hauz Khas police station can
be contacted" stated the letter.

"For Safdarjung Hospital,
Inspector Raj Singh and SI
Vivek Malik of Safdarjang police
station have been deputed while
at Lady Hardinge Medical
College New Delhi, inspector
Vikramjeet Singh of Mandir
Marg police station can be con-
tacted," the letter further stated.

"At Apollo Hospital,
Inspector, Ajab Singh and ASI
Ajay of Sarita Vihar police sta-
tion whereas Inspector, Keshav

Mathur of Saket police station
have been deputed at Max
Hospital," the letter stated. 

"A Covid-19 Testing
Facility Center for Delhi Police
personnel has been established
in North West district at Prime
Stay B&B, Haiderpur, Shalimar
Bagh. A total of 35 number of
Covid-19 test can be 

done in a day. The center
also has temporary isolation
facility for suspected covid
positive cases," stated the letter.

"KG Tyagi, Assistant
Commissioner of Police (ACP),
Shalimar Bagh and SHO,
Shalimar Bagh police station
Inspector Rajender are the
'Point of Contact' for any info
regarding this facility," the let-
ter further added. 
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As the Gurugram district
reported 13 fresh cases of

coronavirus on Thursday, the
district administration desig-
nated 6 private hospitals for
treatment of those who are
affected by the Covid-19 epi-
demic. These hospitals have a
total of 600 beds. 

“These hospitals include
Metro Hospital, Naraina
Hospital, Signature Hospital,
Columbia Asia Hospital, Park
Hospital and W Pratiksha
Hospital. All these private
hospitals and their staff or
manpower have been
acquired,” said Amit Khatri,
the deputy commissioner of
Gurugram.

"The District Collector

exercised the powers con-
ferred by the movable and
immovable property acquisi-
tion act 1973," read the order.

The ESIC Hospital in sec-
tor 9-A, which has 125 beds,
was also designated for Covid-
19 patients.

The order further stated
that under the Covid-19 epi-
demic, the Midiore Hospital at
Manesar has been designated
a dedicated Covid Hospital but
due to technical reasons, the
hospital is taking time to
implement.

"Keeping a close watch on
this situation, the Civil
Surgeon Gurugram Dr JS
Punia requested to acquire
these private hospitals with
staff and manpower due to the
requirement of 600 isolation
beds with immediate effect,"

read the order.
“The demand for 600 iso-

lation beds was requested by
the Civil Surgeon to make 100-
100 beds available in each of
these 6 hospitals. These private
hospitals have been keeping in
view the public interest during
the epidemic and these hospi-
tals have been allotted to civil
surgeons,” Khatri said.

Meanwhile, the official
up-scale Vipul Belmonte res-
idential complex at Golf
Course road was sealed after
the emergence of two Covid-
19 cases on Thursday.

The patients, a senior cit-
izen couple, underwent Covid-
19 test after the wife got a
fever. The husband had recent-
ly visited the Azadpur veg-
etable and fruit wholesale
market in Delhi.
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The Delhi Government is
working continuously and

monitoring situation 24×7 to
contain coronavirus from fur-
ther spreading, said Delhi
Health Minister Satyendar Jain.
He further said that the situation
in India is much better than
those of European countries.

Jain said that in Delhi,
there are 3,925 active cases but
only 84 patients are in ‘Intensive
Care Unit’ (ICU) and the situ-
ation is much better than those
of western countries.

“There are 5,532 positive
Covid-19 cases in Delhi and 12
patients are currently under
ventilators. On Wednesday, 428
cases were reported from Delhi,”
he said, adding that the situation
in the national Capital is under
control and the doubling rate of
coronavirus cases in the city is
currently at 11 days.

“One needs to be very
careful as we may have to live
with the Coronavirus for a
certain period as it may stay for
a longer period of time. We
have to follow all rules, use
masks and maintain social dis-

tancing at all times,” he said.
Jain further said “We

should not look into the cases
in terms of absolute numbers
but we should calculate the rate
of growth with respect to the
base value. Rate of growth of
Covid-19 cases in Delhi was
around 8 per cent on
Wednesday, earlier the rate was
20 per cent then 15 per cent and
then it became 12 per cent.  

Till May 3rd, there was a
lockdown and no movement of
people was allowed but now
the Center has permitted to
send migrants back to their
native places.

Talking about people who

attended Tablighi Jamat and
quarantined later, he said for
the people of Tablighi Jamat
whoever has recovered and
spent the designated time in
quarantine can go to their
respective states following the
guidelines. “If any police inves-
tigation is going on against any-
one then the police will take
care of such issues,” he added.

The Delhi Government is
in constant touch with all the
states regarding sending
migrant labourers and strand-
ed people back to their respec-
tive states, he said, adding that
a list containing names of them
has been shared with respective
states and today a train with
stranded people will leave for
Madhya Pradesh.

The health minister further
said that the liquor shops have
been opened as per rules and
the situation will be under
control in two to three days.

Jain also said that the
Delhi government is working
proactively in the distribu-
tion of ration across the city
from the very first day and
ensuring that all the benefi-
ciaries get their ration.
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Three days after the suicide
case of a 17-year-old stu-

dent of class 12th who died
after falling off the 11th-floor
balcony of his house in an
upscale residential society in
DLF Phase 5 on Monday night,
the deceased's father filed a
complaint against Instagram,
the girl who posted a suspicious
post on the social media plat-
form and her friends.

“The teenager and her
friends tortured my son on
social media and because of
this my son could not bear the
trouble and jumped from the
11th floor," the victim Manav's

father Manoj alleged In the
complaint.

Following this complaint,
the cyber cell of the Gurugram
police started a probe.

“The investigation team
is scanning the
deceased mobile
and other elec-
tronic assets to
ascertain the reason behind the
suicide,” said a senior police
official on requesting
anonymity.

The deceased’s father
Manoj further stated in his
complaint that, “ I don’t want
that such incident happens to
anyone else. The government
and other agencies along with
social media are responsible for

preventing such unpleasant
incidents from Instagram."

He also alleged that some-
one made an Instagram story
and made false allegations on
his son, making the story sen-

sational for likes
and comments.

“Because of
which he broke

down and took this step oth-
erwise why don’t my son take
such extreme step,” Manoj said
in his complaint.

“The matter is under inves-
tigation. However, the reason
behind the suicide yet to be
known. The investigation team
probing the matter from all dif-
ferent angles,” said police
spokesperson Subhash Boken.
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As many as 1093 people
have  been arrested in the

Gurugram district for report-
edly violating the nationwide
lockdown to curb the spread of
coronavirus, police said on
Thursday, adding a fine of
�63.40 lakh was collected from
the offenders.

"Till May 6, as many as 722
cases have also registered to vio-
late Government orders during
the coronavirus lockdown. Of
this, the action was initiated
against 265 persons under the
Disaster Management Act,"
Commissioner of Police
Muhammad Akil said.

Also, 654 vehicles were
impounded and nearly 1415
challans were issued by the
Gurugram police from March
23 to till May 6 to restrict 
the movement of people to
ensure social distancing and
lockdown. On March 23, sec-
tion 144 was imposed in
Gurugram followed by a com-
plete lockdown.

The police reportedly reg-
istered more than 438 cases
against people for stepping
outside their residences with-

out wearing masks and also
without proper reason.

The police control room
(PCR) has also been receiving
around 1,800 calls per day in
connection with violation of
lockdown, police said.

So far the police have acted
against, autorickshaws, cabs,
bike riders and pickups van for
carrying people and several
shopkeepers were booked for
hoarding and black marketing
in a different part of the
Gurugram district.

“People are cooperating to
ensure lockdown, but in some
cases, people were found vio-
lating the norms and action
were taken against them in
accordance with the law,” said
Gurugram police commis-
sioner Muhammad Akil adding
that they are trying to cause
minimum discomfort to resi-
dents but at the same time vio-
lation of lockdown will not be
tolerated.

He said checkpost has been
installed across the city to
ensure lockdown. “People
involved with manufacturing
and supplies of essential goods
are exempted. Authorities are
also issuing movement pass,”
said police chief.
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The Delhi Government on
Thursday issued a “revised

order” on guidelines for han-
dling of passengers from abroad
arriving at the Delhi airport.

As per the fresh guidelines,
passengers will be quarantined
in paid institutional quarantine
centres for 14 days after the
arrival as per the protocol.
The earlier order issued on
Wednesday had given an
option of home quarantine or
Government quarantine facil-
ity, which is free, as an option
for passengers to undergo the
mandatory 14-day quarantine. 

There will be 20 medical
teams — four each from three
corporations and NDMC and
four teams from RTRM
Hospital — for the handling of
passengers.

According to orders signed
by Delhi Health Secretary
Padmini Singla, The rooms
would be paid quarantine facil-
ities. As many as 850 rooms were
in the luxury hotels, like Svelte,
Le Meridien, Red Fox and ibis,

in aero city and other parts of the
city, the official added.

While it is yet to reveal the
number of passengers staying
in Delhi but government has
made arrangements for 1200
patients.

On Thursday, the Centre
started the operation to bring
back Indians stranded abroad
due to the coronavirus lock-
down. Air India and its sub-
sidiary Air India Express will
start the first phase of the mis-
sion and operate 64 flights in
seven days to bring back 14,800
Indians from 12 countries

They will be arriving at dif-
ferent cities, including Delhi.

On Wednesday issued a
standard operating procedure
(SOP) for handling the
returnees at the Delhi airport.
The detailed list of passengers
with passport data, arrival date
and time would be shared with
the Delhi nodal official by the
MEA-appointed nodal official
a day in advance for better
coordination with different
states' resident commissioners
and nodal officer.
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New Delhi: The nation is not
prepared for communal dishar-
mony during the ongoing coro-
navirus crisis, a Delhi court
said while directing the police
to lodge an FIR against two
women who allegedly made
communally sensitive remarks
and violated lockdown rules in
central Delhi's Lal Kuan area.

The court's order came on
an application filed by a local
Waiz Islam who alleged that on
April 16, in the Rogran locali-
ty of Lal Kuan, two unknown
women attempted to disrupt
harmony by imputing com-
munally sensitive remarks. 

They were carrying rods
and roaming in the locality

freely in complete disregard 
of the lockdown, he alleged 
and claimed that he reported
the incident to the police, 
but no action has been taken
till date.

Metropolitan Magistrate
Rishabh Kapoor directed the
Station House Officer of
Police Station Hauz Qazi to
register the FIR for offences
under sections 188 (disobe-
dience to order duly promul-
gated by public servant),
153A (promoting enmity
between different groups on
grounds of religion, race, place
of birth, residence, language),
295A (malicious acts, intend-
ed to outrage religious feel-

ings) IPC and conduct the
investigation of the case
accordingly.

“The area of occurrence is
a sensitive area which has
already witnessed communal
tension on previous occasion.
Therefore, if the incidents like
the one in question are not
taken to law, it will lead to com-
munal disharmony and dis-
turbance in public peace and
tranquillity, for which the
nation is not prepared in the
present time of on-going
COVID crisis.”

It further said that once a
commission of cognisable
offence is disclosed to the
police, it is duty bound to reg-

ister the case.
Islam claimed in the appli-

cation that the ladies allegedly
caused public annoyance by
smashing the doors of resi-
dences and shops in the vicin-
ity and the alleged incident was
captured on camera and
uploaded on YouTube.

He further claimed that the
area was a sensitive area as it
has already witnessed a com-
munal dispute regarding some
parking issue.

The matter was reported to
the SHO, Hauz Qazi Police
Station on the same day but no
FIR was registered, he claimed.

Following this, Islam said
he informed the SHO on

WhatsApp and to the con-
cerned DCP through e-mail,
but no action has been taken
till date.

The police told the court
that the two women had been
traced and it was found that
they were feeding stray dogs on
the streets as they worked with
an NGO.

The police further said
that one of them was carrying
a stick in her hand and the peo-
ple of the locality had a heated
exchange with them, but no
religious comments were
passed by the women.

During inquiry no cogniz-
able offence was found to have
been committed, police said in

the action taken report.
The court noted that as per

the allegations, the incident had
occurred on April 16 when the
nationwide lockdown was con-
tinuing in the country and the
women were out in an area
which was at a distance of 450
to 750 metres from their hous-
es and they did not have any
movement pass.

“It prima facie emerges that
due to the alleged incident,
offences under sections 188,
153-A and 295 A of the IPC have
occurred, and such offences are
cognisable in nature. Therefore,
the investigation of the case
deserves to be conducted by the
police,” it said. PTI
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New Delhi: The Delhi
Government has directed its
officers to ensure smooth oper-
ation of permitted economic
activities in the city after com-
plaints about obstructions in
opening of private offices and
in works of self-employed ser-
vice providers.

In a note to the Chief
Secretary, Deputy Chief
Minister Manish Sisodia
instructed him to ensure the
permitted activities in allowed
hours of work begins at once.

“All district magistrates
and deputy magistrates be
accordingly instructed to give
message to all enforcement
officers to come with mindset
of facilitators of permitted eco-
nomic activities,” Sisodia said
in the note.

He said the Government
has received complaints about
private offices not being
allowed to open in district
centres like Nehru Place,
besides offices of Chartered
Accountants and lawyers.  PTI
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In the ongoing effort to make
the defence forces lean and

mean besides cutting down
expenditure, Defence Minister
Rajnath Singh has approved the
abolition of 9,304 posts in the
Military Engineering Services
(MES), which is responsible for
creating military infrastruc-
ture.  The cutting down of posts
is part of the recommendations
made a panel in 2017 to
improve the functioning of the
armed forces and rebalance
defence expenditure.

The pruning of numbers in
the MES mostly pertains to the
civilian staff. Officials said here
on Thursday most of the posts
abolished are in basic and
industrial workforce.
Moreover, the minister’s nod is
for abolishing 9,304 posts out
of a total 13,157 vacancies,
they said.

Giving details, officials said
Singh approved the proposal of
Engineer-in-Chief of Military

Engineering Services (MES)
for optimisation of more than
9,300 posts in the basic and
industrial workforce. It is in line
with the recommendations of
the Committee of Experts,
headed by Lt General
Shekatkar(retired), which had
recommended measures to
enhance combat capability and
rebalance defence expenditure
of the Armed Forces.

One of the recommenda-
tions made by the Committee
was to restructure the civilian
workforce in a manner that the
work of the MES could be part-
ly done by departmentally

employed staff and other works
could be outsourced.  The rec-
ommendation was aimed at
making the MES an effective
organisation with a leaner
workforce, well equipped to
handle complex issues in the
emerging scenario in an effi-
cient and cost effective manner.

The 11-member Shekatkar
committee was appointed by
late Defence Minister Manohar
Parrikar in 2016 with a broad
mandate and had made about
99 recommendations from
optimising defence budget to
the need for a Chief of Defence
Staff (CDS). The panel had sug-

gested that if the recommen-
dations are implemented over
the next five years, it can result
in savings of up to �25,000
crore in defence expenditure. 

Realising the importance of
having a lean and mean force to
fight modern day warfare, the
defence ministry approved the
first batch of 65 recommenda-
tions pertaining to the Army
were approved in 2017 by then
Defence Minister Arun Jaitley. 

Those reforms included
redeployment and restructuring
of approximately 57,000 posts
of officers, Junior
Commissioned Officers(JCO)
and civilians.

The panel also stressed on
optimisation of Signals estab-
lishments to include radio
monitoring companies, corps
air support signal regiments, air
formation signal regiments,
composite signal regiments,
and merger of corps operating
and engineering signal regi-
ments.

It also called for restruc-

turing of repair echelons in the
Army to include base work-
shops, advance base workshops
and static/station workshops in
the field Army. 
The panel also recommended
closure of military farms and

army postal establishments in
peace locations. The last two
have already been implement-
ed.

Highlighting the urgent
need for synergising the three
Services namely the Army, IAF

and Navy, the panel recom-
mended the establishment of a
Joint Services War College for
training for middle-level offi-
cers, even as the three separate
war colleges — Mhow,
Secunderabad and Goa —

could continue to train younger
officers for their respective ser-
vices. Similarly, the Military
Intelligence School, Pune be
converted to a tri-service intel-
ligence training establishment
was another proposal.
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Chipping in the national
effort to fight coronavirus

pandemic, the Indian Navy has
indigenously designed and
manufactured Personal
Protective Equipment
(PPE)and this product is com-
paratively cheaper than those
now available in the market.
This product comes weeks
after the Navy successfully
manufactured handheld ther-
mal gun to gauge body tem-
perature. 

Giving details about the

PPE, officials said here on
Thursday the product was test-
ed by the Institute of Nuclear
Medicine and Allied
Sciences(INMAS), Delhi, a
Defence Research and
D e v e l o p m e n t
Organization(DRDO), tasked
with the testing and certifica-
tion of PPE.  The PPE was cer-
tified to be mass produced and
used in clinical COVID situa-
tions, they added.

Shortage of PPE during the
ongoing COVID-19 pandem-
ic is of serious concern as it
imperils the well-being and

availability of the Healthcare
Workforce, apart from adverse-
ly impacting their security and
morale.  The PPE is required to
meet stringent criteria on test-
ing and the benchmarks of the
same are set by the Indian
Council of Medical
Research(ICMR) and the
Health Ministry. 

The naval PPE passed with
6/6 Synthetic blood penetra-
tion resistance test pressure.
(the Indian government man-
dates minimum 3/6 and above
level as per ISO 16603 stan-
dard) and is thus certified to be

mass produced and used in
clinical COVID situations, offi-
cials said.

The outstanding features of
the PPE are its simple, innov-
ative and cost-effective design;
thus it can be made by basic
gown manufacturing facilities.
The PPE is noteworthy for the
innovative choice of fabric
used, which gives the PPE its
'breathability' and penetration
resistance rendering it both
comfortable and safe for the
user. The cost for this PPE is
significantly lower than those
commercially available.
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Road Transport and
Highways Minister Nitin

Gadkari on Thursday said the
Ministry is pursuing the long-
delayed vehicle scrapping pol-
icy to support the domestic
automobile industry amid the
covid-19 pandemic. He also set
a target of constructing roads
worth 15 lakh crore over the
next two years which can
engage more manpower to put
back the economy on tracks. 

"I have been trying to
pursue the scrapping policy
for the last two years. We need
cooperation from other min-
istries, stakeholders. Have
told the secretary to follow it
up as soon as possible. This is
one of the steps to boost the
industry because it will reduce
production," Gadkari said in
a video conference with the
society of Indian automobile
manufacturers (SIAM).

“I will find out what are
the obstacles. We will clear it
and go ahead," he said.

The vehicle scrappage

policy, which awaits clearance
from the finance ministry,
aims to eliminate the fleet of
old polluting vehicles and
boost demand.

The coronavirus-led cri-
sis has only made matters
worse for the local auto sec-
tor that was already strug-
gling due to weak demand.
The imposition of the nation-
wide lockdown had halted all
economic activities, adding to
the woes of businesses. 

The automobile industry
continues to expect tepid
demand in near term as it
believes that normalcy in
businesses  may not  be
restored immediately even if
the lockdown is lifted com-
pletely.

The proposed policy had
got a fresh push in August last
year even when the automo-
bile sector reeled under slow-

down pressure. Separately,
the road ministry had issued
draft guidelines in October to
set up vehicle scrapping cen-
tres in the country to protect
the environment and pro-
mote a legally-backed dis-
mantl ing and scrapping
industry.

During the meeting in
the presence of officials,
Gadkari informed that he
has set a target of construct-
ing roads worth �15 lakh
crore in the next two years.
He said, his ministry is work-
ing overtime to clear all arbi-
tration cases with conces-
sionaires.

On the question of BS4
vehicles, he said, the gov-
vernment is  bound by
Supreme Court verdict on the
same. However, on industry
suggestion, he will get the
matter examined afresh. 

Regarding relaxations
sought on other regulations,
Gadkari stated that he will
endeavour to provide relief
wherever possible where
industry is seeking exten-
sion of time.
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Reeling under the Covid-19
pandemic, India has turned

towards its traditional medi-
cines as on add-on intervention
to see if it works against dead-
ly contagion which has killed
lakhs across the world.

On Thursday, the Ayush,
Health and Science and
Technologies Ministries joined
hands to kick-start a clinical
trial of traditional medicines
based on herbs like
Ashwagandha, Yashtimadhu,
Guduchu Pippali on workers
and those working in high-risk
areas.

Dr Harsh Vardhan said
that the study will draw a com-
parison between the impact of
Hydroxychloroquine and
Ashwagandha for the prophy-
laxes against SARS-COV-2 in
the health care providers with
increased risk during the
Covid-19 outbreak.

It will also include the
effectiveness of ayurveda for-
mulation as an adjunct to
‘Standard of Care’ for the treat-

ment of mild to moderate
Covid-19. A randomized,
open-label, parallel efficacy,
active control, multi-centre
exploratory drug trial will take
place, he said.

The population-based
interventional studies on the
impact of Ayush based pro-
phylactic interventions will
be carried out through four
research councils under the
Ayush Ministry and national
institutes in 25 states across the
country and several state gov-
ernments covering approxi-
mately 5 lakhs population.

Union Ayush Minister
Shripad Naik said that his
Ministry is also studying the
impact of Ayush  advocacies
and Ayush measures for pre-
vention of COVID 19 among
the population.

The Union Health
Minister said that the Ayush
Sanjivani mobile app devel-
oped by Ministry of AYUSH
will be useful to generate data
on acceptance and usage of
AYUSH advocacies and mea-
sures among the population

and its impact in prevention of
COVID 19.

Sanchit Sharma, Executive
Director at AIMIL Pharma
which is engaged in produc-
tion of herbal products like
Fifatrol and BGR-34(devel-
oped with the help of govern-
ment scientific research body,
CSIR) welcomed the move
asserting that many Indian
herbs are already known for
their immunity-enhancing
property as well as managing
various diseases.

Prime Minister Narendra
Modi too have been at various
platforms exhorting the use of
Indian Traditional medicines
to tackle the Covid-19 which
has claimed over 1,700 lives in
the country.

The Government is also
launching Ayush Sanjivani
application based study for
impact assessment of accep-
tance and usage of Ayush
advisories in its role in pre-
vention of COVID 19 for gen-
erating data of large popula-
tion with a target of 5 million
people.
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Vice President and
Chairman of Rajya Sabha

M Venkaiah Naidu on
Thursday held a meeting with
Lok Sabha Speaker Om Birla to
discuss the situation regarding
the COVID-19 disease in the
country, role being played by
Members of Parliament and the
feasibility of holding meetings
of Committees of Parliament
through vide conferencing.

Both the Presiding Officers
noted that the Members of
Parliament are actively engaged
in the fight against coron-
avirus besides initiating welfare
measures and supporting var-
ious humanitarian initiatives
being taken up by both the gov-
ernments and civil society.
They were happy to note that
MPs are with the people whom
they represent when they need
them the most, according to a
Rajya Sabha official.

Naidu and Birla also dis-
cussed the issue of feasibility of
various Committees of

Parliament holding their meet-
ings at the earliest in the pre-
vailing situation and in the con-
text of restrictions on travel
across the country.  They felt
that if the situation does not
allow regular conventional
meetings of the Committees in
the near future, alternative
means of enabling such meet-
ings may be explored.

Accordingly, they have
directed the Secretaries General
of both the Houses to examine
in detail the pros and cons of
Parliamentary Committees
holding meetings by video con-
ferencing by taking into con-
siderations the present Rules of
Business of both the Houses of
Parliament, the practices and
experiences of various countries
in respect of such virtual meet-
ings and the time required to
enable secure technology plat-
forms required for such mode of
meetings.  The report of the two
top officials of Parliament will
form the basis for a considered
decision by both the Presiding
Officers in the matter.
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Already grappling with ris-
ing number of

Coronavirus cases, the States
like Maharashtra, Gujarat and
West Bengal are now faced with
daunting task of testing lakhs
of migrant workers as well as
immigrants who are gradually
returning from abroad.

In view of the surge in
number of migrant labour
expected to reach the States in
the days to come, Union Health
Minister Dr. Harsh Vardhan
exhorted the States that robust
strategy and mechanism need to
be drawn up for their testing,
quarantine, and treatment of the
positive cases.

Some States shall also see
immigrants from abroad too.
Flights are being on their way
bringing stranded Indian from
various countries.

An effective strategy also
needs to be put in place for their
testing, institutional quaran-
tine and treatment, if needed, he
said.

Authorities estimate around
300,000 jobless labourers have
registered for the journey by
train which are now being run
daily as per the demand com-
ing from the States.

They will have to be med-
ically screened before they're
quarantined.

Dr Harsh Vardhan also
suggested that along with the
surveillance teams in the con-

tainment areas, community vol-
unteers may also be identified
at the ward-level to spread
awareness about the preventive
measures like hand washing,
physical distancing etc., and
who can also play an effective
role in removing the stigma pre-
vailing in the society.

The matter does not rest
with just handling of the Covid
cases. The Minister said that
attention needs to be accorded
to provisioning of non-COVID
essential health services regard-
ing immunisation drives, TB
case finding and treatment,
providing blood transfusion for
dialysis patients, treatment of
cancer patients, ANC of preg-
nant women, etc.

States were also informed
that helpline number 104 in
addition to 1075 can be used for
Grievance Redressal for non-
COVID essential services, and
for informing regarding avail-
ability of these services etc.
Adequate measures for preven-
tion of vector diseases also
needs to be taken, they were
advised.

“Need to increase sampling
and testing of SARI/ILI cases
along with proper quarantine
arrangements of the migrant
workers coming from other
States”

Dr. Harsh Vardhan has also
asked the States to focus on
more effective surveillance, con-
tact tracing and early diagnosis
to keep low fatality rate”. 
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HRD Minister Ramesh
Pokhriyal ‘Nishank’ on

Thursday announced that to
boost research in the country
various amendments have been
carried out in Prime Minister’s
Research Fellowship Scheme.

He said that after the
amendments, now for the stu-
dents from any recognised
institute/ university (other than
I I S c /
IITs/NITs/IISERs/IIEST/CF
IIITs), the requirement of
GATE Score is reduced to 650
from 750 apart from minimum
CGPA of 8 or equivalent.

The Minister also
informed that now there will
be two channels of entries, one
direct entry and lateral entry.
In lateral entry, the students,
who are pursuing PhD in
PMRF granting institutions
(completed 12 months or 24
months as per certain require-
ments) can also apply to
become fellow under the
scheme as per new guidelines.

Pokhriyal further high-
lighted that NITs, which
appear in top 25 institutions as
per NIRF Ranking (overall)
can also become PMRF
Granting institution. 

The Minister hoped that
the modifications will enable
more students to avail of the
benefit under the Prime
Minister’s Research Fellowship
Scheme.

The Minister has also
informed that, to boost

research a dedicated Division
is being created in the ministry
with the name of “Research
and Innovation Division”. This
division will be headed by a
director who will be coordi-
nating research work of vari-
ous institutions coming under
MHRD.

Union Minister said that.
“The Prime Minister’s
Research Fellows (PMRF)
Scheme has been designed for
improving the quality of
research in various higher edu-
cational institutions in the
country. With attractive fel-
lowships, the scheme seeks to
attract the best talent into
research thereby realizing the
vision of development through
innovation.”

He added that the scheme
was announced in the Budget
2018-19. The institutes 
which can offer PMRF include
all the IITs, all the IISERs,
Indian Institute of Science,
Bengaluru and some of the top
Central Universities/NITs that
offer science and/or technolo-
gy degrees.

Pokhriyal further said that
the candidates will be selected
through a rigorous selection
process and their performance
will be reviewed suitably
through a national convention.

Starting Academic Year
2020-21, candidates can apply
for PMRF through either direct
entry channel or lateral entry
channel.
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Coronavirus injures lungs.
But targeting the part of the

brain that controls breathing
and blood flow might help
patients with lung injury-
induced respiratory disorders
due to Covid-19, and speed the
process of weaning patients
from mechanical ventilators,
researchers have suggested

With respiratory infections
like Covid-19 or other pul-
monary infections, activation
of the immune system is part
of the normal, healthy
response.

However, said the
researchers in their study pub-
lished in the Journal of
Physiology, in some cases the
inflammatory response is so
powerful that it leads to further
lung damage called acute lung
injury (ALI) and in its most
severe form acute respiratory

distress syndrome (ARDS).
Typical clinical care of

patients with ALI and ARDS is
focused on minimising further
lung damage using specialised
forms of mechanical ventila-
tion.

The researchers also sug-
gest that the injury is not lim-
ited to the lungs, but may also
have a lasting impact on the
central control of respiration.
Thus, targeting the parts of the
brain that regulate our breath-
ing might be an important
therapy for weaning patients
from ventilatory support fol-
lowing their recovery from
severe respiratory infections,
ALI and ARDS.

This is important to under-
stand during the Covid-19
pandemic as these patients
may experience the same dif-
ficulties transitioning to breath-
ing on their own.

Currently, ALI and ARDS

therapy focuses on the lungs to
maintain gas exchange and
minimize further injury. These
researchers examined rats with
lung injury and determined
that the brain regions that con-
trol breathing are affected also.

In fact, the characteristics
of the pathologic breathing
pattern remain even when the
lungs are removed. In addition,
inflammation was evident in
the part of the brain that gen-
erates the breathing pattern.
This indicates that the lungs are
not the only factor involved in
breathing disorders in lung
injury.

These scientists then exam-
ined what happens in conscious
lung injured rodents when
they introduced non-steroidal
anti-inflammatory drugs with-
in the central nervous system.

They found that this treat-
ment reduced neural inflam-
mation and minimised the

effects of lung injury. These
findings suggest that brain-
stem circuits play a role in the
pathophysiology and potential
recovery of the respiratory
system following lung injury
and ARDS.

First author of the study
Yee-Hsee Hsieh from Case
Western Reserve University,
Ohio said, “Clinical treat-
ment for respiratory illness-
es typically focuses on adopt-
ing ventilatory protocols that
protect the lung from further
lung injury and current
research focuses on repair
and restorat ion of  pul-
monary tissue and function.

“This study suggests we
also need to address the role
of the central nervous system
and neuro-inflammation to
completely treat acute lung
injury and perhaps other
lung diseases like Covid-
19."
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Following demand from the
environmentalists and

Opposition amid Covid-19
pandemic, the Government
has extended time from May
22 to August end for public
comments on the draft
Environment Impact
Assessment (EIA) 
notification which proposes
various relaxations for infra-
structure projects while
extending the validity of envi-
ronmental clearance in vari-
ous sectors by several years.

The draft notification
which is expected to signifi-
cant ly overhaul  the 
environmental clearance
process for all infrastructure

projects in the country was
issued by the Union
Environment ministry on
March 23 and almost the
entire sixty-day period for
public scrutiny of the draft
coincided with the lockdown
period. 

The nationwide lockdown
was imposed on March 25
and has been extended till
May 17.

Former environment
minister and Congress leader
Jairam Ramesh had tweeted
on May 1 that  Union
Environment Minister
Prakash Javadekar had put
out the draft EIA notification
giving 60 days for public
comments. “This deadline
should be extended by 3

months at least due to covid
19 to enable better under-
standing of the changes pro-
posed.”  BJP MP, Rajeev
Chandrasekhar also tweeted
saying,  “Dear Prakash
Javadekar j i  please 
extend 60-day time for com-
ments on draft  
EIA notification 2020 given
Coronavirus crisis.  This
deserves a good, robust 
public discussion of changes
proposed.”

CK Mishra, secretary,
environment said, “The time
period for public  
consultations is likely to be
extended till August.”

One of  the main 
objectives of the draft is to
bring those industries or 

projects under regulation
which have violated the EIA
2006 notification by starting
construction work before
environmental clearance is
granted or by expanding
capacity. 

“Dealing with violation
cases” is an entirely new sec-
tion in the draft notification
compared to the EIA notifi-
cation 2006.

The draft increases the
validity of the environment
clearances. 

The draft provides envi-
ronment clearance validity
for 50 years for mining 
projects, against 30 years in
the present notification and
15 years for river valley pro-
jects against 10 years.
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Tamil Nadu’s encounter with
coronavirus has reached a

crucial and critical stage as the
number of persons tested pos-
itive for the pandemic reached
5,409 on Thursday evening.
Medical bulletin issued by the
Directorate of Health and
Family Welfare said that 580
persons tested positive for coro-
navirus on Thursday.

Out of the 580 new cases,
Chennai accounted for 316 per-
sons making it the district with
the highest number of covid-19
patients. There are 2,644
patients in the metropolis. The
day also saw two persons suc-
cumbing to the pandemic 
making the number of fatalities
to 37.  

Since last week, the number
of persons testing positive for
coronavirus increased by leaps
and bounds in Tamil Nadu . On
April 30, the State recorded 130
persons while the next day it
registered 203 patients. On May
2, there were 231 new cases
while the next day saw 266 per-
sons testing positive for the pan-

demic. On May 4, Tamil Nadu
was bewikdered when the gov-
ernment announced that 527
persons tested positive on a  sin-
gle day. Since then the numbers
increased steeply with 508, 771
and 580 respectively.

The main  reason for the
consistent and consecutive
hike in the number of persons
testing positive for the pan-
demic is the scant disregard the
general public is showing
towards the guidelines and
prohibitory orders issued by
the Government of Tamil
Nadu. The Fruits and
Vegetable Market at
Koyambedu, Tamil Nadu’s
leading mandi (market) spread
across 65 acres accounted for
most of the coronavirus cases
in the State. “Wholesale and
retail businessmen crowded
the market along with people
who frequented for purchasing
vegetables for household uses.
There was no sign of any pre-
cautions like face mask or
social distancing and it was
known on April 26 itself that
Tamil Nadu is in for a major
crises,” said Dr C V

Krishnaswamy, lead physician
in Chennai,  The Pioneer had
reported about the unprece-
dented and uncontrolled activ-
ities of the people in the clus-
ter during the last week itself
and of a possible ‘explosion’ in
the number of coronavirus
cases.   

Though the Government of
Tamil Nadu is reluctant to
accept the fact that coronavirus
has become  a pandemic prop-
agated by community trans-
mission, virologists of repute are
of the view that the disease has
entered the stage of communi-
ty transmission. “One infected
person in the community,
unaware that he is infected,
infects others in the communi-
ty. If A was infected by a known
contact B, in epidemiology we
say B infected A. when contact
is unknown we say ‘someone in
the community infected A.
Hence the term community
transmission,” writes Dr T Jacob
John, former professor of virol-
ogy, Christain Medical College,
Vellore, in a scientific paper he
authored about the  present state
of affairs. 
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There is a sense of nervous-
ness prevailing all over

Tamil Nadu every evening
when it is time for the
Directorate of Health and
Family Welfare Department to
release the medical bulletin
carrying the number of patients
tested positive for coronavirus
in the State. 

Even as people pray silent-
ly for a decrease in the number
of patients and flattening of the
corona curve, the news that
comes out of the daily bulletin
is that of unabated increase in
people affected by the 
pandemic. 

During the initial days of
the breaking out of the covid-
19 disease, Tamil Nadu was
well behind its southern neigh-
bor in the number of corona
patients. But by the last week of
March, Tamil Nadu was far
ahead of Kerala in the number
of covid-19 patients. Initially
the increase was in the order of
70s, 80s and  100s. The last few
days saw the number of
patients increasing by 500 and
700 and racing towards the
5,000 mark.

After an initial hiccup

Kerala managed to contain the
pandemic and by the first week
of May has almost eradicated
the coronavirus from the State.
Till Wednesday evening, the
State had 502 confirmed
patients while 469 have recov-
ered from the pandemic. The
State saw 4 persons succumb-
ing to the pandemic. Till date,
Kerala has tested 35,000 sam-
ples, much below than that of
Tamil Nadu. There were no
positive cases recorded during
the last four days in the State
except one in Wynadu district
in the Western Ghats.

Dr Nirmala Sanu George,
advisor to the Sixth State
Finance Commission who
works closely with Kerala
Minister for Health K K
Shailaja said that the State
could  fortify itself against the
corona virus attack through
four factors. “We could bring in
an attitudinal change among
the general public  and stream-
line the health system  with free
flow of information and data.
The involvement of the
Government staff as well as the
members of the local bodies
(the last mile connectivity) in
taking the battle to the turf of
corona virus and a well pre-

pared  team of doctors and para
medical staff.. these are the fac-
tors which helped Kerala in
containing the disease,” said Dr
Nirmala.

K Narendran, a health care
professional with more than
four decades of experience in
corporate hospitals as admin-
istrator, said the two fronts
which ruled Kerala alternately
between them (the Congress-
led UDF and the CPI(M) led
LDF) ensured that the health
care in the State always retained
a minimum standard. “There is
no scarcity of primary health

centres or hospitals. But we
should thank the family physi-
cian system prevailed in the
State for decades which laid the
foundation for a strong treat-
ment protocols. The super spe-
cialty hospitals and corporate
hospitals are late entrants. We
also have to acknowledge the
role played by the Church in
setting up hospitals in areas
inaccessible even during nor-
mal times. Cynics may say it
was for religious conversion
and making profits. But the
truth remains that some of the
best hospitals and educational
institutions in the State are   run
by the Church despite this
criticism,” said Narendran.  

Dr Madhu, a physician
with three decades of experi-
ence  in the  Government
Service concurred with
Narendran. “It was a synchro-
nized operation by the gov-
ernment and private sector.
Kerala has always been credit-
ed with cleanliness and sanita-
tion and that could be one of
the reasons for the  contain-
ment of the pandemic in the
State,” said Dr Madhu who did
not hide his  anxiety over the
return of expatriates from  West
Asian countries starting

Thursday. “Till date it was
smooth. Our mortality rate
was less compared to other
States. Kerala has registered
only four deaths till Thursday
though 93 Keralaites had suc-
cumbed to coronavirus in West
Asia, Europe and USA,” said Dr
Madhu who remained non-
committal  when asked about
the return of the expatriate
Keralites.

Credit is also due to K
Karunakaran, A K Antony and
Oommen Chandi, the former
chief ministers along with
Pinarayi Vijayan who all made
health sector their top priori-
ty. Chandi is known for his
catchword “Health cannot
wait” during his days as
Finance Minister.

Along with the family
physicians in small towns,
Kerala’s rural areas were ser-
viced by traditional physicians
(vaidyan in Malayalam ) who
knew the health pattern of all
their clients. Gone are the days
of 1960s and 1970s when chief
ministers like E M Sankaran
Namboodirippadu and C
Achutha Menon used to take
the next available flights to
Rumania and East Berlin for
any medical treatment.

Lucknow: Two employees of the
Lucknow Municipal Corporation
(LMC) have been suspended for
allegedly spraying disinfectant on
migrant workers at the Charbagh
railway station, here.

Lucknow Municipal
Corporation Commissioner
Indramani Tripathi said on

Thursday, buses were being sanitised
at the station and in the process the
disinfectant was accidentally sprayed
on migrants.

He said the employees respon-
sible for the incident had been
removed as they didn’t follow the set
protocols.

The controversy erupted on

Wednesday when a video clip,
showing migrants workers being
sprayed with disinfectant here, went
viral on the social media. 

The incident took place on
Tuesday when migrant workers de-
boarded Shramik Express trains at
the station.

The migrants had been divided

into different groups to board buses
to their home districts, when civic
employees sprayed chemical on a
family sitting on the ground.

LMC has confirmed the verac-
ity of the video and said the civic
staff committed mistake.

About a month ago, a similar
incident was reported from the

Bareilly district where migrant
workers were sprayed with 
disinfectant. 

A viral video showed more
than two dozen migrant workers sit-
ting on the streets as sanitation
workers wearing protective gear
sprayed disinfectant on them.

Many in the group, mostly chil-

dren, had complained of burning
sensation and irritation in the eyes
after the incident.

The disinfectant used was sodi-
um hypochlorite, a bleaching agent
used widely in textiles and deter-
gents sector. If used in a concen-
trated form, it can cause skin 
burning.

Thousands of migrant 
workers from different states are
arriving at the Lucknow railway sta-
tion since the Ministry of Home
Affairs allowed inter-state travel
for people stranded due to the
Covid-19 lockdown across the
country.

IANS
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Aday after Centre slammed
the Trinamool Congress

Government for blocking
Indo-Bangladesh trade which
was reopened a few days ago
the Bengal ruling outfit on
Thursday came out all guns
blazing against the BJP
Government for opening the
border trade with the neigh-
bouring country risking lives
millions of in this part of the
border in a pandemic situation.

Attacking the BJP for “try-
ing to play politics with cadav-
ers” to gain political mileage
before the next year’s State
elections Minister Rajiv
Banerjee and senior leader
Samir Chakrabarty said the saf-
fron outfit only wanted to win
the elections and had no
respect for the people of
Bengal.

“BJP as a party is anti-
Bengal. It has no love or respect
for our State or its people. It is
in search of dead bodies so as
to play politics over them... The
border with Bangladesh has
been opened because they want
the locals to get infected by the
people coming from the other
side ... so that they can play
accuse Chief Minister Mamata

Banerjee for the rising number
of deaths,” said the leaders in a
1video press conference adding
“with its rich political heritage
Bengal has never seen a party
that trades in cadavers. BJP is
an anti-Bengal party.”

Attacking the BJP-led
Centre for targeting Bengal
“because they want to the peo-
ple’s gallery to win political
points an year ahead of the
State elections,” the TMC lead-
ers said “the Centre should
have focused on the BJP-ruled
States like Gujarat, Madhya
Pradesh, Uttar Pradesh where
the situation is far worse than
Bengal... Still they are targeting
out State because they want
political mileage.

Earlier the Home Ministry
had written to the State
Government for failing to com-
ply with its orders facilitating
the trans-border trade.

In his letter Union Home
Secretary Ajay Bhalla said, “the
unilateral action on the part of
the West Bengal government to
stop the cross land border
movement of essential goods
would have larger implications
for the Indian government
with regard to its legally bind-
ing international commit-
ments....

“This act of the state gov-
ernment ... amounts to viola-
tion of the orders issued by the
MHA under the Disaster
Management Act, 2005 as well
as articles 253, 256 and 257 of
the Constitution of India.”

Regarding the alleged poor
management of the corona sit-
uation in Bengal the MHA
wrote the response to the coro-
na situation was “characterised
by a very low rate of testing in
proportion to the population,
and a very high rate of mor-
tality of 13.2 per cent for the
state, by far the highest for any
state” adding how it was a
“reflection of poor surveil-
lance, detection and testing in
the state. There is also a need
to increase random testing in
crowded clusters.

The letter written to State
Chief Secretary Rajiva Sinha
said “Lockdown violations have
been noted in the cities of
Kolkata and Howrah by spe-
cific groups in specific locali-
ties with media reports of the
‘corona warriors’ including
even the police being attacked.”

It also drew reference to the
“instances of problems faced
due to ostracism of health care
professionals and lack of quar-
antine facilities.”
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Aday after the Bengal
Government put the

Kolkata Municipal Corporation
under a team of administrators
chaired by State Minister and
former Mayor Firhad Hakim,
State Governor Jagdeep
Dhankhar invoked Article 167
of the Constitution asking
Chief Minister Mamata
Banerjee to explain why the
decision was not referred to
him and why he was kept in 
the dark.

Senior Trinamool
Congress leader and MP
Saugato Roy however said that
it was not the prerogative of the
Governor to raise a question or
block the initiative of the State
Government.

The Governor who has
been involved in a letter war
with the Chief Minister on a

host of issues including the
alleged diluted implementa-
tion of lockdown in Bengal has
expressed displeasure that he
was kept completely in the
dark and no information was
shared with him regarding the
appointment of a new team of
administrators for KMC.

The five year term of the
elected Kolkata civic body and
93 other municipal boards of
the state ended in the first week
of May requiring the State
Government to appoint admin-
istrator in a situation when no
election is possible due to coro-
na pandemic situation.

The Governor also wrote a
letter to Chief Secretary Rajiva
Sinha to inform him about the
procedures and circumstances
that led to the new arrange-
ment.

Replying to the situation
Saugato Roy said “under Indian
constitution the Government is
not bound to take the
Governor’s clearance for
appointing administrators
through administrative orders,”
adding an ordinance could not
be brought because “we were
dealing with a Governor like
Jagdeep Dhankhar who is
known more for his non-coop-
eration than anything else.”
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In a curious development
seven migrant workers from

Jhalda block of Bengal’s West
Midnapore district cycled all
the way back home from
Bihar’s Samastipur district and
took shelter on tree tops as the
local villagers did not let 
them in.

“We cycled back home
hungry and tired. But the vil-
lagers would not allow us in
and they forced us to move
back to Jharkhand. But we
again sneaked back crossing a
river and took shelter on tree
tops.” However the local SDM
said the seven workers were
rescued and taken back to
shelter homes.
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Vizag gas tragedy should be
a wake up cal l  for

Telangana State Government
and more so for the depart-
ment of factories to focus on
industrial safety issues post
lockdown.

Hundreds of polymer,
plastic industries, especially in
MSME sector are operating in
GHMC limits.

Several of them were set
in gross violation of the norms
and located close to densely
populated residential areas.

These factories remain
shut for nearly two months
due to corona lockdown and
set to start operations anytime
with the State Government
relaxing lockdown norms
since May 6.

There is an urgent need
for department of factories to
swing into action to assess the
condition of machinery and
safety measures in all the fac-
tories to avert Vizag-type
tragedies.

The Government should
allow factories to reopen only
after taking up thorough
inspection of factories and
after certification by the
department of factories that
the condition of factories,
machinery and safety mea-
sures are satisfactory.

Since the lockdown was
imposed without any prior
notice from March 22 and
Government went on extend-
ing the lockdown till date
without giving any scope for
the managements of factories
to take adequate safeguards by
taking up overhauling, main-
tenance of machinery, facto-
ries, they pose the danger of
malfunctioning and leakage of
gases if factories are open in
haste.

The Telangana High
Court in March this year
ordered state Government
that over 200 polluting plas-
tic units in Hyderabad’s
Kattedan industrial area must
be shut down, as they were set
up in violation of the rules but
the Government is yet to act.

The court said that offi-
cials of the Greater Hyderabad
Municipal  Corporation
(GHMC) and Pollution
Control Board (PCB)
remained ‘mute spectators’ as
illegal plastic units mush-
roomed in the area.

There are several indus-
trial areas in GHMC limits.
Though industrial areas were
set up decades ago on
Hyderabad city outskirts, the

rapid expansion of city over
the years has made them part
of residential zones as sever-
al colonies come up around
the industrial areas. According
to Centre for Science and
Environment (CSE), 

“This (gas leak incident)
shows us that there are ticking
bombs out there as the lock-
down ends and industries
start resuming activities.
Therefore, an immediate
directive must go to all units
to ensure safety while resum-
ing operations -- in case the
lockdown continues, these
safety precautions must not be
negated,”
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Visakhapatnam: Utter chaos
prevailed at the government-
run King George Hospital
(KGH) where about 160 peo-
ple affected by the gas leakage
from a chemical plant were
brought in early on Thursday.

Already under stress due to
Covid-19 situation, the doctors
and other medical staff at the
hospital have been making
frantic efforts to provide med-
ical aid to the gas leak victims.

Three of the 160 suc-
cumbed while undergoing
treatment. KGH officials said
they were mobilizing all the
human resources and equip-
ment to deal with the situation.
They claimed that they have
sufficient number of ventilators
to tackle the emergency. At least
10 persons were put on venti-
lators while some others were
being supported with oxygen.

About 70 people were shift-
ed to various private hospitals
in the city.

Families separated from

each other in the utter confu-
sion that prevailed after the gas
leakage have frantically search-
ing for their loved ones. People
ran helter skelter after the leak-
age of Styrene from LG
Polymers India plant in RR
Venkatapuram near
Gopalpatnam.

Municipal Commissioner
Srijana Gummalla said the gas
leaked from the plant around
2.30 a.m. Hundreds of people
who inhaled the gas either fell
unconscious or felt breathing
problems, she said.

Shocking scenes were wit-
nessed with people including
women and children lying
unconscious on the roads.
People were seen rushing the
victims to ambulances and pri-
vate vehicles.

Greater Visakhapatnam
Municipal Corporation
(GVMC) officials threw water
through mist blowers to sub-
side the effect of the gas leak at
Gopalapatnam area. PNS
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Inspector General of  Jammu
and Kashmir police, Kashmir

range, Vijay Kumar on
Thursday claimed by elimi-
nating Chief Operational
Commander of Hizbul
Mujahideen, Riyaz Naikoo, the
security forces have broken
the back bone of pro-Pakistan
terror outfit in South Kashmir.

Kumar also claimed that
with the elimination of Naikoo,

the rate of recruitment of local
cadre would certainly decline
across South Kashmir. Since
implementation of nation wide
lockdown over 30 terrorists
have been eliminated across
Kashmir valley, majority in
south Kashmir districts.

Addressing a media con-
ference in Srinagar, Vijay Kumar
told reporters, “the police offi-
cers were tracking the move-
ment of Riyaz Naikoo for almost
last six months”. He said, the

police officers toiled hard to gen-
erate pin pointed intelligence
about his presence in Beighpora
area of South Kashmir’s
Pulwama district where he was
eliminated in the six hour long
operation on May 6.

Police sources claimed, the
security forces had infiltrated in
to the OGW network of HM
commander, Riyaz Naikoo and
persistent follow up lead to spe-
cific input about his presence
inside a house in Beighpora

area before the operation was
launched.  

IG, Kashmir said, in the
past we had busted around six
hideouts of Riyaz Naikoo and
this was his seventh hideout.
The operation was launched in
the area on Tuesday evening
and the tight cordon was main-
tained by the security forces
through out the night before
launching the final assault on
Wednesday morning to elimi-
nate Naikoo. The house, where

he was hiding was blasted by
the security forces.

Referring to surge in terror
attacks on security forces in
North Kashmir belt of
Handwara, Vijay Kumar
claimed, in two recent opera-
tions in Handwara, security
forces  lost senior officers in
action but they also managed
to eliminate a dreaded
Pakistani terrorist Haidar. He
was back bone of Lashkar-e-
Toiba outfit in North Kashmir,

he added.
Responding to a quesiton

whether terror groups are
attempting to revive terror activ-
ities in Handwara, IG Kumar
said, “we cannot say terror groups
are regrouping in Handwara and
trying to revive their bases in the
dense forest areas”.

He said, last year 35 ter-
rorists were killed in different
anti-terrorist operations while
this year  so far we have killed
9 terrorists in the region. He

said the attack on CRPF jawans
in Wangam area of Handwara
was carried out by two local
commanders of LeT. He said
we have identified them and
soon we would be able to elim-
inate them.

Talking about their future
strategy on tackling the increas-
ing number of terror attacks on
security forces, IG Kashmir
said, the anti-terror operations
will continue and there will be
no  slow down on them.
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Awoman Chief Medical Officer
(CMO) posted at Super Specialty

Hospital Shireen Bag Srinagar was test-
ed Positive for Covid-19 infection on
Thursday  possibly after coming in con-
tact with a couple of attendants while
a 32-year-old youth, died on last
evening, shortly after he was tested pos-
itive at SMHS hospital.   

Meanwhile, the total number of
positive cases in Jammu and Kashmir
Thursday rose to 793 with 18 fresh
cases, 15 from Kashmir division and
three from Jammu division. 

Spokesman of Jammu and Kashmir

government, Rohit Kansal Thursday
tweeted,” J&K breaks the 3000 tests a
day barrier- 3429 samples tested; 18
positives detected. Total positives now
793- Jammu 68; Kashmir 725. Our pos-
itivity rate 2.1%; Mortality rate 1.13%”.

According to the daily Media
Bulletin on Covid-19, out of 793 pos-
itive cases, 449 are Active Positive, 335
have recovered and 09 have died.

Moreover, 13 more Covid-19
patients have recovered and dis-
charged from various hospitals of
Kashmir Division. The Bulletin said
that out of 37706 test results available,
36913 samples have tested as negative
till May 07, 2020.

Guwahati: After one and a half months,
Assam’s Inland Water Transport (IWT)
Department on Thursday resumed the
passenger ferry services over river
Brahmaputra adhering to all the Covid-
19 and lockdown norms, top officials said.

IWT Department Director Pabitra
Ram Khound said that from Thursday, the
passenger ferry services would continue
to operate daily. “All the Covid-19 norms
including social distancing, wearing of face
masks, hand-washing and sanitisation are
being followed before moving the each
vessel from the ‘Ghats’,” Khound told iANS
over phone.

Each vessel is carrying passengers
amounting to only 50 per cent of the total
seating capacity.

The ferry services, which had sus-
pended in Assam when the first phase of
the lockdown began on March 25,
resumed from Guwahati to North
Guwahati, Guwahati to Madhyamkhanda,
Rajaduwar to Guwahati and Guwahati to
Kuruwa routes.

The ferry services, operated by the
IWT Department, had already started
from May 4 in the Majuli (eastern Assam)
and Jorhat route.

Assam Transport Minister Chandra
Mohan Patowary on Wednesday has
directed the IWT Department to resume
its passenger ferry services in Guwahati.
The Assam Inland Water Transport
Department was set up in 1958.

IANS
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Ariane Passenger Payload
Experiment (APPLE), a product
of India’s first geostationary
experimental communication
Satellite Project during 1977-83,

was successfully launched by Ariane-1,
from Kourou, French Guyana, on June 19,
1981. The journey to its successful launch
was tricky though. In 1981, the Indian Space
Research Organisation (ISRO) did not have
mainframe computers and the satellite’s
antenna needed to be tested as problems
were detected in certain links, specifically
the telemetry, tracking and control links that
were crucial to ensure regular communica-
tion with the satellite in space. It was, there-
fore, crucial to ensure that these links were
functional before the launch. 

But it could only have been done in a
proper antenna range, with the satellite struc-
ture placed under a thermal blanket and the
ISRO did not possess such infrastructure at
that time. The satellite needed a non-
metallic structure where it could be placed
and where testing could be carried out. Since
time was of the essence, such a structure
could not be developed. So, there came an
ingenious idea of placing the satellite on a
bullock cart so that the  test could be car-
ried out. The bullock cart, which was hired
at a nominal cost �150, provided a non-mag-
netic environment and enabled ISRO to
carry out the antenna test in an open field. 

The great thing about this story is that
it underlines Indian ingenuity and ambition
at its finest. The ancillary benefit, of course,
is that it provides a lovely story behind an
incredible Indian organisation and provides
colour to the country’s impressive space
adventure. However, this is just an ancillary
benefit. ISRO did not set out with putting
a satellite on  a bullock cart and then hap-
pened to successfully ensure proper testing
of the satellite. The publicity that this story
generated was a byproduct of what ISRO
wanted to achieve, not a motivator. 

Political parties today, especially the BJP
Government at the Centre, would do well
to remember this story. The clearest exam-
ple of how “publicity” and “politics” is the
primary motivation and the end result for
this Government is that of the recent
migrant crisis. As everyone is aware, millions
of labourers from States across the country
were suddenly left stranded after the nation-
wide lockdown came into force. Without
pay, they were barred from returning to the
comfort of their homes. Their families, too,
had to face this emergency. This forced the
migrant workers to walk thousands of
kilometres under the sweltering summer
sun. Some even hid inside cement mixers
to try and reach their homes. However, our
international evacuees did not have to
endure such indignity when the lockdown
started. 

There have been no stories of individ-
uals swimming across the English Channel
to the shores of India but our migrants have

had to suffer that indignity.
Then the Centre asked the
States to look after the migrant
labourers even as no provisions
were made for their travel and
return. This was further exacer-
bated by the fact that States such
as Delhi did not receive any
fund from the Centre to aid
their fight against Corona. In the
end, they were largely left on
their own to ensure that the
migrants are not adversely
affected, even though the prima-
ry plea of the labourers has con-
sistently been to return to their
respective homes. Since inter-
State transport falls under the
Union list, the expectation was
that the BJP Government at the
Centre would take care of this
concern. 

However, in reality, what
happened was that though cer-
tain special trains were made
operational, the migrants were
charged thousands of rupees. If
any worker had that kind of
money, would he/she be hiding
in cement mixers or even
attempt to walk home? It was
this action that prompted
Subramaniam Swamy, a BJP
leader, to call the Government’s
idea to charge poor migrants for
their journey home as “moron-
ic.” I hardly ever find myself in
agreement with  Swamy but
these are strange times. 

Thereafter, a political rival
of the BJP said that the State
units of the Congress would pay

for the tickets of the migrants.
This generated negative public-
ity for the BJP and, therefore, the
Government cleared that the
railways would pay 85 per cent
of the ticket prices with the
States footing the remaining 15
per cent. 

However, this face-saving
move by the BJP did not come
with any intention to help the
migrants but to score political
points or to rather prevent los-
ing more political points. How
do we know this? Well for
starters, the Centre is not pay-
ing 85 per cent of the fare
being charged to the migrants. 

Moreover, there is no order
to that effect anywhere as on the
date of writing this article.
Instead, what the BJP is doing
is media manoeuvring. The
Indian Railways has always sub-
sidised in general to keep the
ticket prices low. The BJP wants
us to believe that this sub-
sidised fare amounts to cover-
ing 85 per cent of the cost and
in asking the States to bear the
remaining 15 per cent of the cost
is actually asking them to pay
the entire cost of the ticket. 

Even in the Supreme Court,
where the question cropped up
before the Solicitor-General if
the Centre was actually bearing
85 per cent of the fare, he said
that he had “no instructions” to
reveal what proportion  would
be shared by the Railways and
the States. Why this uncertain-

ty to a rather straight forward
question? 

In fact, in Karnataka, the
BJP went one step further and
cancelled all the trains for
migrants to relegate them to
bonded labourers. BJP MP
Tejasvi Surya even went on to
tweet that such a move will help
the migrants “restart their
dreams.”  The moral flexibility
on the show is almost admirable.
However, after all the uproar
and noise, the Karnataka BJP
has apparently now reversed its
decision, much like how it came
out and said that it would “bear”
85 per cent of the ticket fare for
migrants after it was pushed to
a corner. 

The question is: Why does
it always take bad Press for this
Government to be forced into
good governance? It’s because a
large part of what it does is
image management. Questions
(when taken) are either refused
on technicalities or obfuscated
as in the present case of the
migrant trains. The need of the
hour instead is to focus on
problem-solving by including
the States and Opposition par-
ties and being honest with the
citizens. In doing so, the BJP
would finally put the “bull”
before the cart. It can learn a
thing or two about it from
ISRO. 

(The writer is a former IPS
officer, a former MP and current-
ly a member of the AAP)
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Sir — Last week, Congress leader
Rahul Gandhi discussed the
Coronavirus pandemic and its
economic implications with for-
mer Reserve Bank of India (RBI)
Governor Raghuram Rajan. Now,
Nobel laureate Abhijit Banerjee
has spoken to the Congress scion
as part of a series of video conver-
sations with experts on economy
and health. Indeed, when life is
becoming monotonous, Gandhi
has brought some fresh air and
constructive ideas. While Rajan
said that �65,000 crore should be
spent to support the poor hit hard
by the crisis, Banerjee was of the
opinion that India should take a
cue from the US and pump more
money into the hands of people to
revive demand. He stressed on the
need for a bigger stimulus. 

Comparing India, which is
the fifth largest economy in the
world with a GDP of $2.94 tril-
lion, with the world’s richest
country is not justified. After
holding discussions with two
great economists Rajan and
Banerjee, Rahul Gandhi must
hold discussions with former
Prime Minister Manmohan
Singh, who brought about an eco-

nomic revolution in the country
in 1991, and former deputy chair-
man of the planning commission
Montek Singh Ahluwalia. Both
have practical understanding of
the Indian economy.

Bidyut Kumar Chatterjee
Faridabad
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Sir — This refers to the editori-
al, “Creation to preservation”
(May 7). It is shocking that with
India’s unemployment rate stand-
ing at a record high of 27.1 per

cent for the month of April, the
unemployment rate is four times
higher than that of the US. Given
the current situation with Corona
cases crossing the 50,000 mark,
there may be more pain in store.
Just in case the lockdown is
extended further, businesses will

have to either stay shut for a
longer time or may have to oper-
ate on very low capacity. In both
scenarios, demand would be low,
which may worsen the job crisis
scenario. The economy cannot
any longer stay without big bang
reforms. The Government needs
to reopen more of such industri-
al units although with strict safe-
ty protocols.

Manisha
Via email

����������������

Sir — It’s intriguing that despite
the Delhi Government levying a
70 per cent tax on the sale of alco-
hol, serpentine queues were seen
outside liquor shops. In Mumbai,
the Brihanmumbai Municipal
Corporation (BMC) closed liquor
shops after people failed to main-
tain social distancing norms. It
will be worth watching if Delhi,
too, would emulate the BMC.
Sure liquor brings revenue but
online deliveries should be
encouraged now.

Sunita
Via email
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The COVID-19 pandemic is one of the
biggest challenges India has faced in
recent times and is, in fact, a test of the

resilience of our democracy. There is a collective
realisation in Indian society that the world we
live in has changed forever. This shift is not lim-
ited to social interactions or healthcare infrastruc-
ture but permeates all aspects of our socio-polit-
ical lives, including the criminal justice system. 

In several countries, police powers have been
expanded and are being used in a repressive and
even brutal manner in what has been referred to
as a “toxic lockdown culture” by the UN High
Commissioner for Human Rights, Michelle
Bachelet. 

While we have fortunately not faced such a
broad misuse of emergency powers in India, con-
cerns have nonetheless been raised about the con-
duct of the police and the operation of the jus-
tice system as a whole. The judiciary’s deference
to the executive, the abuse of power by police offi-
cers in dealing with ostensible lockdown viola-
tions and prison overcrowding are just some of
the issues that have come to light.

A particularly complex issue is the contin-
ued arrests of individuals in connection with the
February riots in North-East Delhi. The man-
ner in which these arrests have been made by the
police has been the centre of much controversy.
Numerous instances have been reported of
individuals allegedly being arrested without any
clear information regarding the charges against
them. The prohibition on visits to jails means that
family members are unable to ascertain the well-
being and sometimes even the location of the
arrestees. In some cases, it is even unclear
whether the individual in question has been
detained for questioning or has, in fact, been for-
mally arrested. 

There have allegedly also been instances
where family members have been detained by the
police when the intended arrestee could not be
immediately located. Advocates representing sus-
pects or individuals charged in connection with
the riots have also expressed their frustration at
not being able to meet their clients to ensure that
there is no violation of their constitutional rights.
In many cases, lawyers have alleged that they were
unaware that their clients had been arrested or
of the precise charges against them. 

The issue of arrests in the unrest, thus, sits
at the crossroads of many different concerns —
whether legal representation should be consid-
ered as an essential service, possible political
motivations behind the arrests, how pursuing jus-
tice in a particular case should be balanced
against broader public concerns and how police
powers should be exercised in emergency situ-
ations.

However, a particularly important concern
is safeguarding the arrestees’ right to health,
which is guaranteed under the broader right to
life under Article 21 of the Constitution of India
and determining the extent to which this right
should be protected against the police’s power to
arrest.    

In light of the COVID-19 pandemic, arrest-
ing and placing individuals in jails can serious-
ly jeopardise their health. One especially poignant
example is that of Safoora Zargar, a Jamia Milia
Islamia scholar, who was 14-weeks pregnant

when she was arrested in relation to the
February riots and has allegedly been
facing difficulties with medical care
while in custody. Zargar is just one of
the cases that provoked the recent state-
ment of protest by feminist activists and
scholars and brings to light the way in
which factors such as gender further
complicate the impact of such arrests
on arrestees’ right to health.  

This danger to prisoners’ health was
recognised by the Supreme Court
when it issued directions addressing the
problem of overcrowding in prisons. A
close reading of the apex court’s order
shows that the court addresses the
COVID-19 pandemic both as a public
health issue as well as a serious threat
to the health of prisoners. 

The Supreme Court clearly recog-
nises that prisoners are particularly sus-
ceptible to infections due to their close
living quarters and emphasises the need
to ensure that they, as well as prison
staff and anyone else who may come in
contact with them, are protected from
this pandemic. 

The Jamiat Ulama-I-Hind relied on
these directions in its petition before the
Delhi High Court against the arrest of
individuals in connection with the
North-East Delhi riots. In response to
this petition, the Delhi High Court, in
its order issued on April 28, directed
that all arrests in connection with this
case have to be made in accordance
with the Supreme Court’s directions. It
further stated that all such arrested indi-
viduals are free to individually apply for
bail. The High Court’s order is problem-
atic in that it gives primacy to bail as a
remedy without recognising the diffi-
culty that arrestees may face in avail-
ing it without adequate legal assistance. 

In fact, the lockdown itself can be
used as a reason to deny bail. Sharjeel
Imam’s bail was denied on the ground

that the period of investigation in his
case had been extended. This extension,
in turn, had been requested by the
police on the ground that the probe had
been slowed down by the ongoing lock-
down. If, for a moment, we set aside the
question of bail in sedition cases, it can-
not be denied that the threat to Imam’s
health caused by the COVID-19 pan-
demic is being further exacerbated by
the pressures put on the police infra-
structure.

Nevertheless, the High Court’s
engagement with this issue reflects the
Supreme Court’s concern with prison
overcrowding and the resultant health
hazards for arrestees and prisoners.
Several other High Courts, most
notably the Kerala High Court, have
also attempted to limit arrests to cases
where they are absolutely unavoidable.

Thus, the continued arrests of
individuals in the North-East Delhi
riots cases fly in the face of the judicia-
ry’s concern with protecting arrestees’
and prisoners’ Article 21 rights. This is
particularly egregious in light of the
large number of arrests in this case,
which progressively compounds the
risk to the health of both individuals
and the public. Even prior to this case,
the susceptibility of the police to
arrests, abuse and arbitrariness has long
been recognised in Indian and interna-
tional legal discourse. 

The Supreme Court, too, in land-
mark cases such as DK Basu vs. State
of West Bengal, has recognised the need
to regulate the arrest powers of the
police in order to prevent their rampant
abuse. In a time of public crisis such as
the present pandemic, it is particular-
ly important for agents of the State, such
as the police, to exercise their power in
a rational and ethical manner that both
protects the rights of the individual and
the safety of the public. While the

Government has said that these arrests
are necessary in light of the seriousness
of the offences, it has failed to justify
why arrests in the cases of particular
people are unavoidable. It has not
provided any evidence that these indi-
viduals may flee, tamper with evidence
or engage in further offences. In
essence, the Government fails to pro-
vide an explanation strong enough to
justify endangering the right to life of
these individuals as well as the threat
posed to public health. Ironically, while
discussions of arrest powers have usu-
ally focussed on balancing the rights of
the individual with the safety of the
community, in this case the rights of the
individual coincide with the safety of
the community. Arbitrary and unnec-
essary arrests, thus, damage both.  

Globally, where individual coun-
tries have responded to the COVID-19
epidemic with forceful and repressive
measures, international bodies have
called for a renewed respect for human
rights. As Indian society adapts to the
changes brought by this crisis we, too,
are faced with choices about the func-
tioning of our legal and political insti-
tutions, including the police. As the UN
Secretary General has said, “Human
rights cannot be an afterthought.” It is
necessary to ensure that police powers
are not abused, especially when they
jeopardise a right as crucial as the right
to life as well as public safety. It has long
been understood that the State is
expected to exercise its power in a
responsible and ethical manner. It is
necessary that we make a renewed com-
mitment to this principle in present
times. 

(Bajpai is Professor and
Chairperson, Centre for Criminology
and Victimology at National Law
University, Delhi and Gera is a Research
Associate.)
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The Indian economy was already
struggling before the pandem-
ic struck the world. Now, India’s

fiscal woes have been further exacer-
bate by the Corona-enforced shut-
downs that began on March 25 and
were subsequently extended till May
17. The 53-day-long work disruption
has seriously impacted small and
medium enterprises (SMEs) that cover
a wide range of sectors and provide
employment to 120 million people.
The pandemic has hit most of the
labour-intensive industries, includ-
ing the automobile sector, smart
phone manufacturers, the solar indus-

try, textile and steel manufacturing to
name a few. SMEs are usually hard-
pressed to meet production and deliv-
ery deadlines. Operational inefficien-
cies are thus overlooked most of the
time, leading to high consumption of
resources like energy, raw materials,
water and so on. This results in a high
cost of production, thereby squeezing
profit margins. 

However, adoption of Resource-
Efficient Cleaner Production (RECP)
strategies that optimise use of resources
can help SMEs cut production costs
while reducing the environmental
footprint through lesser waste gener-
ation for the same product output. The
current situation could thus be an
opportunity to move towards more
efficient operations and enhance over-
all productivity and profitability in
SMEs around the nation.

During the shutdown period,
enterprises can focus on capacity-
building of human capital and plan-
ning for operations post the lockdown.
Given the widespread access to smart
phones and internet penetration in

India, suitable virtual meeting plat-
forms and the wide range of materi-
als available online can be used to train
managers and supervisors in energy
management, water management and
good housekeeping practices. 

These learnings can be utilised
subsequently to make workers aware
down the chain to enhance their
knowledge and skills. Keeping in
touch with the workforce during this
challenging time would also help
reduce their anxieties. Further, during
this period, suitable norms could be
developed for proper sanitation of the
premises and for practising social dis-
tancing once the lockdown is lifted.

Once enterprises are allowed to
commence operations, the focus would
be on productivity while taking care
of workers’ safety. To maintain social
distancing, enterprises may need to
operate in smaller and multiple shifts.
It is important to stress the need for
good housekeeping measures such as
marking man-machine pathways,
implementing international best prac-
tices for sorting and setting-in-order

by providing separate bins for differ-
ent categories of wastes, designating
locations for storage of raw materials,
semi-finished and finished goods as
well as tools and inventories. 

Additionally, inspection of various
machines for oiling, dusting, eliminat-
ing any external objects and for secur-
ing wiring connections should be
performed to reduce unexpected
breakdowns.

Worker safety can be addressed by
non-contact thermal screening using
infrared thermometer on a daily basis,
access to alcohol-based hand sanitis-
ers and sanitation tunnel combined
with an updated Aarogya Setu app on
mobile phones for checking the
Corona status of the persons entering
the factory premises. It is equally essen-
tial to acquire and allocate the required
Personal Protective Equipment (PPE),
ensure workers wear them and provide
clean changing and washroom facili-
ties to the staff. While improving
housekeeping, low cost or no-cost
RECP measures can be implemented
to achieve resource savings. 

Electricity savings can be realised
through lighting optimisation by
cleaning fixtures and windows, by pro-
viding lighting at the point of use,
avoiding lighting at ceiling height
and switching off unnecessary lights
during lunch and tea breaks. 

Savings can also be accrued by fix-
ing leaks in compressed air systems,
water and steam pipelines. For
instance, one bar reduction in deliv-
ery air will result in six to ten per cent
reduction in power consumption in
the compressor. Additional opportu-
nities for energy savings include power
factor improvement (by capacitor
optimisation for reduced penalty in
electricity bills); motor optimisation
(by providing well-ventilated, dust-free
surroundings with proper belt tension
and replacement of flat belts with
cogged belts and checking electrical
connections to avoid heating of termi-
nals); fan and blower optimisation (by
ensuring clean and unrestricted inlet
air, checking for unwanted noise and
vibrations, cleaning filters and fan
blades of motors, ensuring adequate

belt tension and ensuring leakage-free
air distribution network in the ducts);
cooling tower optimisation (by routine
cleaning of motors, blades and water,
replacing metallic fan blades with light-
weight fibre-reinforced plastic blades,
controlling fan speed as per weather
conditions and reducing the algae
depositions); compressor optimisation
(by providing clean and cool surround-
ings, reducing the distance between
compressor and point of use, installing
a closed-loop, low-friction and mini-
mum bending pipeline, conducting
free air delivery and leakage test,
installing air guns and using com-
pressed air only for high pressure
requirements) and heat loss optimisa-
tion in boilers and furnaces (by pro-
viding adequate insulation, tight door
closing and adjusting air to fuel ratio). 

Water savings, including reducing
wastewater generation, can be achieved
by installation of aerators and sensors
for flow reduction, placing water-filled
bottles in high-volume toilet tanks to
reduce amount of water per flush, recy-
cling and reusing of reverse osmosis

reject for floor cleaning, washing and
other applications should be encour-
aged. Developing energy and water
conservation strategies with periodic
reduction targets will further boost
resource saving initiatives.

Effective pandemic control fol-
lowed by a suitable policy drive would
be needed to provide enabling condi-
tions for the economy to rebound.
SMEs must position themselves for
starting sustainable production prac-
tices after the lockdown. To deal with
the economic slowdown caused by the
pandemic and to be on track to
achieve the Nationally Determined
Contributions to meet Sustainable
Development Goals 2030, SMEs need
to remain competitive in a sustainable
manner. Adoption of RECP strategies
would help enterprises reduce costs
and enhance their profitability while
contributing to economic growth in an
environmentally-sustainable manner.

(Tewari is Fellow and Srivastava is
Research Associate, TERI. Inputs from
Malini Balakrishnan and Vidya Batra,
Senior Fellows, TERI)
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China on Thursday said the
bio-lab in Wuhan, which is

in the eye of storm in the wake
of the coronavirus pandemic, is
a Sino-French cooperation pro-
ject with its staff trained in
France, even as it sounded
ambivalent about agreeing for
a WHO probe into the origin
of Covid-19.

Accusing US Secretary of
State Mike Pompeo of fabri-
cating lies over the involvement
of the virology lab in Wuhan,
Chinese Foreign Ministry
spokesperson Hua Chunying
sought to deflect criticism over
its role by highlighting its
French connection.

“May be he still doesn’t
know the P4 Wuhan Institute
of Virology (WIV) lab is a
China-French Government
cooperation project and it fol-
lowed international standards
in its design construction and
management,” 

Hua told a media briefing
here while responding to
Pompeo’s allegations.

“The first batch of staff
were trained at French labs,”

she said, adding that its equip-
ment is tested every year by
internationally recognised third
parties.

In recent days, US
President Donald Trump and
Secretary of State Pompeo have
claimed that the deadly virus
originated from the Wuhan
Institute of Virology in the cen-
tral Chinese city of Wuhan,
where the outbreak was first
detected last December.

Hua again asked Pompeo to
show “enormous evidence” he
has to prove that the novel coro-
navirus originated from the lab
in Wuhan. “He (Pompeo) con-
tradicts himself. He is making
lies to cover up other lies. It is
an open secret,” she said.

About President Trump’s
assertion that Covid-19 attack
was worse than that of the Pearl
Harbour attack in WW-II and
September 1, 2001, terrorist
attack, Hua said that in such a
case the enemy is coronavirus,
not China.

“If it can be compared to
pearl harbour or 9/11 attack, so
the enemy US faces is coron-
avirus. The US should work
with China as a comrade in the

fight instead of enemy. Because
only with the concerted efforts
we can win this war against
virus,” she said.

“But regrettably, we see
some in the US officials shift-
ing the blame which we believe
is wrong,” she said.

While China contained the
virus attack in over two
months, the US being highly
developed country has not suc-
ceeded yet, she said. 

Since emerging in the cen-
tral Chinese city of Wuhan in
December, the coronavirus is
confirmed to have infected 1.2
million Americans, killing
more than 73,000.

Hua sounded ambivalent
about China agreeing for an
inquiry by the World Health
Organisation (WHO) into the
origin of the coronavirus.

Asked about reports that
Chen Xu, China’s ambassador
to UN institutions in Geneva,
backed the WHO probe, Hua
said, “we have never said we
oppose WHO. We have been
supporting WHO’s work.
(We’re) Cooperating with
WHO in an open and trans-
parent manner including trac-

ing the origin.”
“At an appropriate time

we will have a conclusion on
that. But we oppose the US and
some other countries trying to
politicise this issue and conduct
investigations on the pre-
sumption of guilt,” she said.

“So in the future if it is
good for human beings to deal
with similar pandemics in
future Chinese side can do
whatever it can to achieve
good results and make all the
contributions”, she said.

She reiterated that the issue
of the origin of coronavirus is
a scientific matter and should
be assessed by scientists and
professionals.

Besides attacking China
over the coronavirus emanat-
ing from Wuhan, Trump is also
deeply critical of WHO accus-
ing it of siding with Beijing in
mismanaging and covering up
the spread of the virus. He also
suspended over USD 400 mil-
lion funding for the WHO
pending an enquiry. 
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President Donald Trump has
said the coronavirus out-

break has hit the US harder
than the Japanese bombing of
Pearl Harbor during World
War II or the 9/11 terror
attacks, pointing the finger at
China.

Since emerging in the cen-
tral Chinese city of Wuhan in
December, the coronavirus has
infected 1.2 million Americans
and killed more than 73,000.

Speaking to reporters in
the Oval Office of the White
House on Wednesday,
President Trump said, “We
went through the worst attack
we’ve ever had on our
country, this is worst attack
we’ve ever had. 

“This is worse than Pearl
Harbour, this is worse than the
World Trade Center. There’s
never been an attack like this,”
he said during a meeting with

the nurses, who are on the
frontline of the battle against
the Covid-19.

“And it should have never
happened. Could’ve been
stopped at the source. Could’ve
been stopped in China. It
should’ve been stopped right at
the source. And it wasn’t.”

The Trump administra-
tion is currently weighing puni-
tive actions against 
China over its early handling of
the global health emergency. 

Washington is also pressing
Beijing to allow American
experts to probe the origin of
the deadly virus, including if it
escaped from a virology labo-
ratory in Wuhan.

China has stoutly denied
the allegations and ays the US
wants to distract from its own
response to the 
pandemic ahead of the
November presidential elec-
tion in which Trump is seeking
re-election.

Jerusalem: Israel’s Parliament
on Thursday approved amend-
ments to two basic laws by a
hefty majority, paving the way
for Prime Minister Benjamin
Netanyahu to form a fully
functioning unity Government
for the first time since
December 2018.

The Knesset or Parliament
voted by 71 votes to 37 to back
the power-sharing deal
between Netanyahu’s Likud
and his main rival former mil-
itary chief Benny Gantz’s Blue
and White parties.

The bills were supported by
the lawmakers in Netanyahu’s
Center-Right bloc, except for
the lawmakers of Yamina, who
absented themselves, because it

is still unknown whether it will
enter the coalition. Blue and
White and Labor lawmakers
voted in favour, except for
Labor lawmaker Merav
Michaeli, who opposes the
Government, The Jerusalem
Post reported. The bills were
necessary for Blue and White
to be able to recommend Prime
Minister Netanyahu to form a
Government by Thursday
night’s deadline to prevent a
fourth election, the paper said.

Later, representatives of
Likud and Blue and White
submitted 72 signatures of law-
makers recommending that
Netanyahu form the next
Government to President
Reuven Rivlin, it added. PTI

Washington: In a major devel-
opment, the Trump adminis-
tration has urged a federal dis-
trict court not to block an
Obama-era rule allowing certain
categories of spouses of H-1B
visa-holders to work in the US.

In a submission before the
US District Court, District
Washington this week, the
Department of Homeland
Security (DHS) argued that the
American technology workers,
who had challenged the 2015
ruling on giving work permits to
H-4 visa-holders, have not been
irreparably harmed by such
work authorisation.

An H-4 visa is issued by the
US Citizenship and Immigration
Services (USCIS) to the imme-
diate family members (spouse
and children under 21 years of

age) of the H-1B visa-holders,
most of whom are Indian IT
professionals. It is normally
issued to those who have already
started the process of seeking
employment-based lawful per-
manent resident status.

The DHS, in its submission
on May 5, said the argument by
Save Jobs USA on behalf of
American technology work-
ers “only speculates about
potential economic harm to its
members, based on five-year-
old affidavits”. In its lawsuit
filed in 2015, Save Jobs USA
had argued that the regulation
issued by the Obama adminis-
tration to provide employment
authorisation for certain H4
dependent spouses harms their
members, who are American
technology workers. AP

Johannesburg: A virtual meet-
ing of South African lawmak-
ers has been disrupted by hack-
ers who flooded the video call
with pornographic images.

In the the incident on
Thursday, the hackers also
hurled racial and sexual insults
at the meeting’s chairwoman,
Thandi Modise, who is the
speaker of the National
Assembly. South Africa’s par-
liament is closed and all its
meetings are currently held by
video conference calls as the
country remains under strict
lockdown restrictions to com-
bat the spread of the coron-
avirus. A shocked Modise said
that she had earlier warned
about using the virtual meet-
ings platform Zoom for the
meeting. The parliamentary
meeting later continued with a
different link. AP

Baghdad: Iraq’s former spy chief
was sworn in as Prime Minister
by lawmakers early Thursday
after weeks of tense political
negotiations as the country faces
a severe economic crisis spurred
by plummeting oil prices and
coronavirus pandemic. The
majority of 255 legislators
attending the session approved
the Government plan and the
majority of Cabinet ministers
proposed by Mustafa al-
Kadhimi, officially inaugurating
him as Iraq’s sixth premier since
2003 and ending five months of
a leadership void.

Legislators accepted 15
ministers and rejected five,
among them the ministries of
trade, justice, culture, agricul-
ture and migration. AP
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Regional and political rifts
are emerging in many

countries over how fast to lift
the lid on the coronavirus
lockdowns, as worries about
economic devastation collide
with fears of a second wave of
deaths.

French mayors are resisting
the Government’s call to reopen
schools, while Italian governors
want Rome to ease lockdown
measures faster. As the British
Government looks to reopen
the economy, Scottish leader
Nicola Sturgeon has warned
that acting too fast could let the
virus wreak havoc again.

“Any significant easing up
of restrictions at this stage
would be very, very risky
indeed,” Sturgeon said
Thursday.

The economic damage
around the globe mounted. 

In the U.S., nearly 3.2 mil-
lion laid-off workers applied for
unemployment benefits last
week, the Government
announced, bringing the run-
ning total over the past seven
weeks to 33.5 million. When
the nation’s April unemploy-
ment rate comes out on Friday,
it is expected to be as high as
16%, a level not seen since the
Depression.

Neiman Marcus, the 112-
year-old luxury retailer, filed for
Chapter 11 bankruptcy, the
first U.S. department store
chain to be toppled by the out-
reak.

And the Bank of England
projected that Britain’s econo-
my will shrink by 14 percent
this year, its biggest decline
since 1706, when Europe was

locked in the War of the
Spanish Succession.

In Britain, where the offi-
cial death toll stands at more
than 30,000, second only to the
United States, Prime Minister
Boris Johnson was expected to
extend a more than six-week
lockdown on Thursday but
hopes to ease some restrictions
on economic and social activ-
ity starting next week.

Johnson said the
Government will act with
“maximum caution” to prevent
a second wave of infections. 

As governments grapple
with when to restart their
economies, the Trump admin-
istration has shelved a Centers
for Disease Control and
Prevention document with
step-by-step advice to local
authorities on how and when
to reopen restaurants and other
public places.

The 17-page report with
detailed instructions on what
precautions to take was sup-
posed to be published last
Friday, but agency scientists
were told it “would never see
the light of day,” according to
a CDC official who was not
authorized to discuss the mat-
ter and spoke to The
Associated Press on condition
of anonymity.

In France, more than 300
mayors in the Paris region
have urged President
Emmanuel Macron to delay the
reopening of schools, set for
Monday. Many mayors around
the country have already
refused to reopen schools, and
many parents will keep their
children home even where
they are functioning again.

The mayors called the tim-

ing “untenable and unrealistic,”
saying they were put on a
“forced march” to get schools
ready without enough staff or
equipment. They complained
that the Government guide-
lines were too vague and slow
in coming.

But governments are also
under pressure to reopen faster
and kick-start economies that
have been plunged into hiber-
nation.

Italian regional governors
are pressing to open shops
and restaurants, just days after
the country began easing its
two-month lockdown by allow-
ing 4.5 million people to return
to work in offices and factories. 

Governors want to be
allowed to present their own
plans for reopening, tailored to
the rate of infection and eco-
nomic needs of their regions.

After an outcry from the
nation’s Roman Catholic bish-
ops, Italian Premier Giuseppe
Conte announced that public
Masses will be allowed to
resume on May 18.

In Spain, support for the
Government is crumbling after
seven weeks of a strict lock-
down, with some regions and
opposition parties demanding
an end to the state of emer-
gency declared on March 14.
The Government argues that it
is far too soon.

Some of Germany’s 16
powerful state governments
are more impatient than others
to open up businesses such as
restaurants and hotels. 

At a meeting Wednesday
with Chancellor Angela
Merkel, it was agreed that state
leaders would have wide leeway
to decide when to open more

sectors of the economy. 
They also will have to

reimpose restrictions locally if
infections rebound.

In Russia, where the num-
ber of new infections is grow-
ing fast, President Vladimir
Putin delegated the enforce-
ment of lockdowns and other
restrictions to regional gov-
ernments, leading to wide vari-
ations across the country.

Mikhail Vinogradov, head
of the St. Petersburg Politics
think tank, told the Vedomosti
newspaper that the Moscow
Government is sending mixed
messages that governors find
hard to decipher — wanting a
victory over the virus, while
also encouraging easing of the
lockdown.

Fractures are also evident
in the US, where about half of
the 50 states are easing their
shutdowns, to the alarm of
public health officials. 

Many states have not put in
place the robust testing and
contact tracing that experts
believe is necessary to detect
and contain new outbreaks.
And many governors have
pressed ahead with reopening
before their states met one of
the key benchmarks in the
Trump administration’s guide-
lines for reopening — a 14-day
downward trajectory in new
infections.

“If we relax these measures
without having the proper pub-
lic health safeguards in place,
we can expect many more
cases and, unfortunately, more
deaths,” said Josh Michaud,
associate director of global
health policy with the Kaiser
Family Foundation in
Washington.

London: A genetic study of
samples from more than 7,500
people infected with Covid-19
suggests the new coronavirus
spread quickly around the
world after it emerged in China
sometime between October
and December last year, scien-
tists said on Wednesday.

Scientists at University
College London’s Genetics
Institute found almost 200
recurrent genetic mutations of
the new coronavirus — SARS-
CoV-2 — which the UCL
researchers said showed how it
is adapting to its human hosts
as it spreads.

“Phylogenetic estimates
support that the COVID-2 pan-
demic started sometime around
October 6, 2019, to December
11, 2019, which corresponds to
the time of the host jump into
humans,” the research team,
co-led by Francois Balloux,
wrote in a study published in the
journal Infection, Genetics and
Evolution.

Balloux said the analysis also
found that the virus was and is
mutating, as normally happens
with viruses, and that a large
proportion of the global genet-
ic diversity of the virus causing
Covid-19 was found in all of the
hardest-hit countries.

That suggests SARS-CoV-2
was being transmitted exten-
sively around the world from
early on in the epidemic, he said.

“All viruses naturally
mutate. Mutations in them-
selves are not a bad thing and
there is nothing to suggest
SARS-CoV-2 is mutating faster

or slower than expected,” he
said. “So far, we cannot say
whether SARS-CoV-2 is
becoming more or less lethal
and contagious.” In a second
study also published on
Wednesday, scientists at
Britain’s University of Glasgow
who also analysed SARS-CoV-
2 virus samples said their find-
ings showed that previous work
suggesting there were two dif-
ferent strains was inaccurate.

JUST ONE VIRUS 
TYPE CIRCULATING
A preliminary study by

Chinese scientists in March had
suggested there may have been
two strains of the new coron-
avirus causing infections there,
with more of them more
“aggressive” than the other.

But, publishing their analy-
sis in the journal Virus
Evolution, the Glasgow team
said only one type of the virus
was circulating. More than
3.71 million people have been
reported to be infected by the
novel coronavirus globally and
258,186 have died, according to
a Reuters tally. Cases have
been reported in more than 210
countries and territories since
they were first identified in
China in December 2019. The
genetic studies offer “fascinat-
ing” insights into the evolution
of the virus, and emphasise that
it is “a moving target with an
unknown evolutionary desti-
nation”, said Jonathan Stoye,
head of the division of virolo-
gy at Britain’s Francis Crick
Institute. Agency
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Jo h a n n e s b u r g : A r o u n d
8,50,000 people across Africa
— population 1.3 billion —
have been tested for the coro-
navirus since the pandemic
began. That’s according to the
Africa Centers for Disease
Control and Prevention.
Director John Nkengasong
again tells reporters that “we
are not testing enough.” The
Africa CDC last month said it
hoped to test 1 million people
within four weeks and 10 mil-
lion within about six months.
But the supply of testing kits
remains a challenge. AP
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New Delhi: “Every challenge
presents with a new opportu-
nity which can be replicated in
the present crisis”, said Mr. Atul
Sobti, Director General,
Standing Conference of Public
Enterprises (SCOPE), the apex
body of Public Sector
Enterprises (PSEs) while
addressing the SCOPE
Webinar on “Future of Work in
the New Normal (CPSE
Perspective)”.

Sobti addded while Work
from Home may become the
new normal in times to come,
but there would be equal num-
ber of challenges associated.
However, by developing nim-
ble and agile operating models
and adopting new ways of
working, the same can be
resolved. The webinar was suc-
cessfully organised’ in associa-
tion with Deloitte.

New Delhi: Shaheed Sukhdev College of
Business Studies (SSCBS), a college under
the University of Delhi, and funded by
GNCTD, takes immense pride to
announce that it bagged the first position
for India in the Global Case Competition
at Harvard while representing the coun-
try at the International Finals of the pres-
tigious event. This is a first-of-its-kind win
for India. The competition commenced on
24 February with the launch of a prelim-
inary round witnessing participation from
over 140 teams from across the world. The
preliminary round required all teams to
prepare pitchbooks comprising in-depth
financial valuation, financial analysis and
strategic analysis of a hypothetical M&A
scenario comprising Amazon and Netflix.
The preliminary round finished on 21
March and was extremely intense, as only
10 out of the 140 participating teams would
make it to the Final round.

New Delhi: During the ongoing
crisis owing to Covid-19
Pandemic, one of the most impor-
tant initiatives of Government of
India is the announcement of
Pradhan Mantri Garib Kalyan
Ann Yojana providing free food
grains to the affected population. 

Under the scheme, for
Rajasthan State about 6.69 Lakh Metric Tonnes
(LMT) foodgrains are being distributed to the vul-
nerable sections of society across the country affect-
ed by the pandemic. Government of India has
ensured that all priority households (PHH) under
NFSA gets double their usual allocation during three
months of April, May and June 2020 along with each
Antyodaya Anna Yojana beneficiary getting an extra
5 Kg/month than their normal quota of 35 Kg per card
per month.  

There has been enthusiastic response from the
State Governments against this scheme and a quan-
tity of 4.81 LMT has already been lifted upto 06.05.20.

New Delhi: In support of the
govt’s measures to contain the
spread of the COVID 19, some
of BSES services, including
meter reading and bill distrib-
ution have been curtailed. But
this should not worry BSES
consumers, as they can not
only get both through self ser-
vice, but also get a rebate while
doing so. For bills raised till
June 30, 2020, BSES consumers
can get a rebate of upto Rs 220
in their electricity bills. All they
have to do pay their bills with-
in 7 days of bill generation and
do ‘Self Meter Reading’ of their
electricity usage. This will
ensure, that apart from getting
the rebate, they can also get
electricity bill based on actual
meter reading and not provi-
sional reading.
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As smartphone brands face
a state of uncertainty as

both supply and demand has
been diminished in India, the
industry will bear the maxi-
mum brunt in the second quar-
ter (April-June period), 
leaving the sector with at least
11-12 per cent overall decline
in shipments for the entire
2020, a new report said on
Thursday.

According to CMR’s ‘India
Mobile Handset Market
Review Report for Q1 2020’, the
total smartphone shipments
in India in the March 
quarter grew mere 4 per cent
(year-on-year).

The first wave of 5G smart-
phones hit the market, account-
ing for 2 per cent of the over-
all smartphone shipments in
Q1 2020.

The smartphone market
grew modestly on the back of
good consumer demand 
before the onset of COVID-19
hit the market.

“Going forward, we remain

cautious about the speed of
recovery in India’s smartphone
market this year. We are keep-
ing a close tab on the macro-
economic factors and how it
plays out from here on. Our
best-case scenario suggests a
decline of 11-12% in overall
smartphone shipments for
2020,” said Prabhu Ram, Head-
Industry Intelligence Group,
CMR.

At the beginning of the
year, COVID-19 was merely a
supply-side challenge confined
to China and smartphone
brands in India were able to
tide over the initial wave of the
crisis with enough inventory
supplies.

“However, as COVID-19
cases in India crossed the 500
mark in late March, India went
into a complete lockdown. For
smartphone brands, this has
put both supply as well as
demand in a state of uncer-
tainty. Q2 2020 will be where
the industry will face the brunt
of the pandemic and test the
resilience of smartphone
brands,” Ram elaborated.
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Aversion of Aarogya Setu
will soon be available 

to 10 crore users of 
JioPhone, and testing of the
solution is currently underway,
a senior Government 
official said.

Aarogya Setu is currently
available on iOS and Android,
and nearly 9 crore users have
already downloaded the app,
which has now been made
mandatory for government
and private sector employees,
as part of nationwide efforts to
combat the spread of coron-
avirus.

The mobile application
helps users identify whether
they are at risk of Covid-19. It
also provides people with
important information, includ-
ing ways to avoid coronavirus
and its symptoms.

The new solution in the
making will work on 
JioPhone, which supports
KaiOS operating system, the
official said.

The official further said the
integration is on, and tests are
being conducted.
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The Indian equity indices
declined on Thursday with

heavy selling in finance, bank-
ing and FMCG stocks.

The BSE Sensex fell below
the 31,500-mark and the
Nifty50 on the National Stock
Exchange (NSE) ended just
below 9,200 points.

According to analysts,
surge in the number of coron-
avirus cases also weighed on
the investor sentiments.

The Sensex closed at
31,443.38, lower by 242.37
points or 0.76 per cent from its
previous close of 31,685.75. It
had opened at 31,677.69 and
touched an intra-day high of
31,705.25 and a low of
31,362.87 points.

The Nifty50 settled at
9,199.05, lower by 71.85 points
or 0.78 per cent from its pre-
vious close.

Rahul Sharma, Head of
Research, Equity99 Advisors,
said: “Yesterday’s pull-back

rally failed to sustain today as
traders turned nervous as the
number of coronavirus infec-
tions cases crossed 50,000
mark. Today’s fall was 
led by selling banking and
FMCG stocks. Kotak Mahindra
Bank, Asian Paint and Titan led

the fall.”
He noted that the rising

number of coronavirus cases
could force the government to
further extend the ongoing
lockdown and it could further
put pressure on an already
slowing economy.

New York: Stocks climbed in
morning trading on Wall Street
Thursday as reports suggested
that even though the economy
is still getting walloped, at least
conditions aren’t worsening as
quickly as they had been.

The S&P 500 was up 1.2
per cent, following up on sim-
ilar gains in Europe. Oil prices
also rose, but other areas of the
market were more hesitant,
including bonds and Asian
stocks.

The day’s headliner eco-
nomic report showed another
3.2 million US workers applied
for jobless benefits last week,
bringing the total over the last
seven weeks to 33.5 million. It’s
a shocking number, but it’s also
the fifth straight week that it
has declined since hitting a
peak in late March.

Several companies on late
Wednesday also cited signs
that the worst may be behind
them, at least in some parts of
their businesses, though more
weakness is still definitely on
the horizon.

That was enough to bolster
hopes that have coursed
through the stock market
recently as investors look ahead
to a future that’s not as bad as
the horrific present. 

PTI
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The Government has pro-
cured 216 lakh tonnes of

wheat till Wednesday, as against
the target to buy 400 lakh
tonnes from farmers in the
ongoing harvesting season of
rabi (winter-sown) crops. 

According to the Ministry
of Food and Consumer Affairs,
the procurement of wheat and
rice (second crop) during the
ongoing Rabi season has picked
up pace despite severe logisti-
cal constraints posed due to
countrywide lockdown.
Against the target of 400 lakh
tonnes of wheat, procurement
for the central pool (buffer
stock) has touched 216 lakh
tonnes till May 6. 

The procurement in major
wheat producing states like
Punjab, Haryana and Madhya
Pradesh had started only after
April 15.   Punjab is leading in
wheat procurement with
104.28 lakh tonnes purchased
so far, followed by Haryana
(50.56 lakh tonnes) and
Madhya Pradesh (48.64 lakh
tonnes). Similarly, paddy pro-
curement is also going on
smoothly with 44.9 lakh tonnes
procured so far by the govern-

ment agencies.   Due to unsea-
sonal rains, some of the wheat
stocks in producing states were
affected. The Centre has
already relaxed the specifica-
tions for procurement which
has greatly aided the process
and saved farmers from any
distress. Regarding paddy, the
maximum procurement has
happened in Telangana.

Out of the total paddy pro-
curement of about 45 lakh
tonnes, the contribution of
Telangana alone is 30 lakh
tonnes, followed by Andhra
Pradesh with about 10 lakh
tonnes. The lifting of food-
grains by state governments
under the Pradhan Mantri
Garib Kalyan Ann Yojana has
crossed 70 lakh tonnes, which
is about 58 per cent of the total
allocation for three months.

Under this scheme, 5 kg
foodgrain is being distributed
per month free of cost to about
80 crore beneficiaries across the
country. Free grains will be
supplied for three months.
“Every state has completed lift-
ing of stocks against April 2020
quota and 5 Union Territories
have completed lifting of the
entire 3 month’s quota,” the
statement said.
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Finance Minister Nirmala
Sitharaman on Thursday said that

the Indian economy is poised to recov-
er from the recent crisis brought upon
by the coronavirus pandemic with the
public sector banks (PSB) sanctioning
loans worth Rs 5.6 lakh crore in just
two months, March and April, to over
41 lakh accounts.

In a tweet, the office of 
Sitharaman said that the borrowers
include MSMEs, retailers, farmers 
and corporate and the amounts 
would be disbursed once the lockdown
is lifted.

“During March-April 2020, PSBs
sanctioned loans worth Rs 5.66 lakh cr
for more than 41.81 lakh accounts.
These borrowers are from MSME,
Retail, Agriculture & Corporate sectors,
waiting for disbursal soon after #lock-
down lifts. Economy poised to recov-
er! @FinMinIndia @DFS_India,” the
tweet said.

In a series of tweets, her office has
outlined the development in terms of
loans given by public sector banks and
the loan moratorium allowed by the
Reserve Bank of India (RBI).

Another tweet said that for
MSMEs and others, pre-approved
emergency credit lines and working
capital enhancements are being pri-

oritised by state-run banks. 
Noting that it is a work in progress,

the minister said that more than 27
lakh customers contacted from March
20 and 2.37 lakh cases sanctioned loans
worth Rs 26,500 crore.

Observing that the there has been
smooth credit flow to non-banking
finance companies (NBFC) and hous-
ing finance companies (HFC),
Sitharaman’s office tweeted: “PSBs
sanctioned loans worth Rs. 77,383 cr
b/w Mar 1-May 4. Inclusive of TLTRO
funds, extended total financing of Rs.
1.08 lakhcrore, ensuring business sta-
bility & continuity going forward.
@FinMinIndia @DFS_India
@PIB_India.”

The Finance Minister, who is also
leading the task force for the economic
response to the pandemic said that
PSBs have complemented to the
Reserve Bank of India’s (RBI) mora-
torium on loan repayment.

Over 3.2 crore accounts have
availed the three-month loan morato-
rium, said another tweet.

“PSBs complemented RBI on loan
moratorium. Their effective commu-
nication & proactive actions ensured
that over 3.2 cr. a/c availed 3-month
moratorium. Quick query redressals
allayed customer concerns. Ensuring
responsible banking amid #lockdown
@FinMinIndia @DFS_India.”

New Delhi: Cash flow in small
villages across the country has
been severely impacted during
the lockdown period, as a sur-
vey by Smart Power India
shows that 75 per cent respon-
dents in villages receiving elec-
tricity through mini grid have
reported low cash flow during
the period.

The report further said
that shops and commercial
customers have been the worst-
hit because of lockdown as only
21 per cent have agriculture as
the main source of income.

Shops selling essential
goods are also affected due to
low customer footfall, reduced
cash flow in rural and a broken
supply chain, it said. The report
also said that 80 per cent
respondents claimed negative
economic impact due to the
lockdown. Around 4 per cent
respondents haven’t reported
significant economic impact
due to agri-based livelihood as
main source, it said. IANS
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Union Minister Nitin Gadkari on Thursday
said micro, small and medium enterprises

(MSME) sector is on the verge of collapse and
urged major industries to release the outstand-
ing dues to such companies within a month.

He said the position of MSMEs was 
“worst” as they were now engaged in a “battle for
their survival”.

The Minister also noted that the pendency
of dues owed to MSME units by the central gov-
ernment, state governments, public sector under-
takings and major industries was “very high”.

“My request to all of you, as members of
major industries, if it is possible for you to at any
cost release the payment within a month. Don’t
take more time than that otherwise the situation
is very bad,” the MSME minister said in an inter-
action via video-conference with the members of
SIAM Institute.

“But still if anywhere you have a problem,
please be positive about this sector, because this
is really on the verge of collapse. Now it is a very
important thing if you can help them, within a
month if you can give their payment it will be
good,” Gadkari said. The minister said he was try-
ing to introduce a scheme envisaging setting up
of a “rolling fund” where the interest cost on the
payments due to MSMEs shall be borne either by
the supplier or the purchasing industry. Gadkari
said the “rolling fund will be helpful for MSMEs
to get their working capital”. Last month, the min-
ister had said the government will set up a Rs 1
lakh crore fund to repay outstanding payments to
MSMEs owed by the central and State Government
undertakings as well as major industries.
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Union Minister Nitin
Gadkari on Thursday said

he has requested Finance
Minister Nirmala Sitharaman
to expedite processing of tax
refunds to businesses “any-
how” within eight days to ease
the liquidity crunch being faced
by MSMEs during the lock-
down. 

The Minister said he was
constantly in touch with the
Prime Minister and Finance
Minister and there was “serious
consideration” underway in
the Government regarding
unveiling of another financial
package soon.

“GST and Income Tax
refunds are not released for sev-

eral days. I have also recom-
mended that anyhow, this
should be processed within
eight days so that it contributes
to liquidity. We
have...Communicated this to
the Finance Minister,” said
Gadkari.  

Addressing a webinar
organised by the Indore
Management Association, the
minister for MSME and Road
Transport and Highways said
industries should keep a posi-
tive outlook and tap 
the opportunities that may
arise after the COVID-19 pan-
demic is over.

He called upon the indus-
try to ensure that necessary
measures are taken to prevent
the spread of COVID-19.

Organisations should ensure
that their workers and execu-
tives are taken care of by pro-
viding food, shelter and main-
taining social distancing
norms, he added.

Gadkari stated that all the
stakeholders must adopt an
integrated approach to come
over the crisis while safe-
guarding the lives and liveli-
hood of the people.  

The minister emphasized
that special focus towards
export enhancement is the
need of the hour. 

He highlighted the need to
focus on import substitution to
replace imports with domestic
production. 

Gadkari added Japan has
offered a special package to its

industries for taking out
Japanese investments from
China and moving elsewhere.
He opined that the current sce-
nario is an opportunity for
India which should be grabbed. 

Some of the major issues
highlighted by industry par-
ticipants included increasing
provision of 10 per cent of
working capital limit as addi-
tional funds to 30 per cent,
benefit for labourers infected by
COVID-19, relaxation in
labour laws, deferring GST
and advance tax, among others. 

Gadkari assured the repre-
sentatives of all possible help
from the government. The
minister said he would take up
the issues with related depart-
ments. 
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Permitting trucks to move is
just not enough and the

government should ensure that
truckers are not subjected to
harassment at inter-state bor-
der check posts, transporters’
body AIMTC said on
Thursday.

It also demanded a rescue
package for the road transport
sector, saying the delay in its
announcement was making
transporters restive.
“Permitting trucks to move is
just not enough...We have been
receiving reports of harass-
ment on the ground level apart
from extortion at border check
posts. We urged the govern-
ment to ensure seamless move-
ment of vehicles carrying goods

and essentials,” All India Motor
Transport Congress (AIMTC)
President Kultaran Singh Atwal
said. He said that at Bengal-
Assam borders - Barobisha of
Alipurduar district and
Bakshirhat in Cooch Behar
Distt. (WB) and Dhubri district
(Assam) — about 10 kilometres
long queue of trucks still per-
sists each side, which are
stopped for screening.

This leaves drivers and
helpers high and dry without
food and water, he said. 

AIMTC is the apex body of
transporters representing about
95 lakh truckers and entities.

“The inordinate delay in
announcement of rescue pack-
age for the road transport sec-
tor is making them restive as
they are not finding the move-

ment of trucks alone as solu-
tions to their problems,”
AIMTC said in a statement. 

There has been strong
undercurrent prevailing across
the fraternity with augmenting
financial strain on them, it said
and added that repeated
requests for direct or indirect
financial  to transport sector
has not yet acceded to by the
government. 

“Increase of excise duty
by the central government, by
not passing on the benefit of
crude oil to the transport sec-
tor, farmers and the common
man and increasing of VAT by
state governments, is like rub-
bing salt on raw wounds. It will
only cause inflation and exert
acute pressure on small oper-
ators as they cannot absorb

this,” it added. The truckers’
body said penalties on late
submission of fees toward
expired fitness, permit fees are
still being charged though their
validity has been extended by
the Ministry of Road Transport
and Highways till June 30,
2020, vide advisory from
MoRTH and recent tweet by
Road Transport and Highways
Minister Nitin Gadkari.

It said majority of the
trucks are not on roads as the
operating cost has increased
exorbitantly with the diesel
price hike and resumption of
toll. The current scenario may
lead to large scale shutting
down of operations and loss of
livelihood apart from sustained
anxiety and depression among
the fraternity, it cautioned.
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Ever wondered what brutal processes
an animal goes through before final-
ly being consumed by humans? And

how, later, bit by bit, they go on to disrupt
nature in various ways? Or how your one
‘spicy hamburger’ makes its way to your
plate after using enough fossil fuel to drive
a small vehicle up to 20 miles? What about
that piece of pork you ate for dinner, pro-
ducing which generated the same amount
of raw waste as a city of 12,000 people? A
2019 report in the British medical journal,
The Lancet, pointed out how consuming
meat can have “dire” consequences on the
planet. It can wreck such devastation on
the environment that the Union of
Concerned Scientists has even listed eat-
ing meat as one of the biggest environmen-
tal hazards facing the earth.

Well, in the wake of the Coronavirus
pandemic, this has made the world’s worst
nightmare become more immediate. Many
are now giving a thought to how meat, its
markets and both its production and
consumption can adversely impact the
whole ecosystem. As per People for the
Ethical Treatment of Animals (PETA),
when lands are used to raise animals
instead of crops, a huge amount of water
and soil is lost, trees are cut down to make
land for grazing or factory-farm sheds, and
untreated animal waste pollutes rivers and
streams.

Poorva Joshipura, Vice President of
International Affairs, PETA, (and former
CEO of PETA India), through her book,
For a Moment of Taste, presents stories of
animal slaughter and exposes the role of
meat, egg and dairy industries in the health
crises. She warns about how it is “a ripe
time for a deadly pandemic.” Well, that
warning has already come to pass.

She hopes that the one who is at all
curious about the origin of one’s food and
the impact of its production on animals,
human health and the planet, will find
value in this book, published by Harper
Collins, which presents a first-of-its-kind
in-depth investigation of India’s food
industry. Excerpts of interview:

�Why did you name it as For a Moment
of Taste?

Taste lasts in our mouths for just a
moment, a few seconds at best with every
bite. For those few seconds of joy, pan-
demics are caused, up to trillions of ani-
mals are killed each year, pollution and cli-
mate worsen and, eventually, we put our
own health at risk. Those few seconds are
simply not worth all this.

�How did you research for the book?
How long did it take for you to complete
writing it?

I’ve been studying meat, egg and
dairy production systems in India for the
last 20 years. This includes personally con-
ducting investigation of animal transport
and slaughterhouses and overseeing
numerous investigations of live animal
markets, factory farms and more. I have
also met pioneering medical doctors who
help reverse conditions like heart diseases
and diabetes through plant-based foods,
and I keep up with the impact of the pro-
duction of meat, eggs and dairy on the
planet.

�How does this subject have to be dis-
cussed now given that there is a global
health crisis at hand?

In For a Moment of Taste, written
before the COVID-19 crisis, I warned that
the time is ripe for a deadly pandemic, say

experts. That dire event has come to pass.
And sadly, it’s a matter of when — not if
— the next pandemic will occur as long as
live animal markets, factory farms and
filthy slaughters are permitted to contin-
ue endangering both humans and animals.

The last few decades have seen a rise
in infectious diseases in humans, of
which 75 per cent originate
from animals. This coin-
cides with our
increased inter-
ference in nature,
including the offi-
cial establishment
of China’s wildlife
trade since the late
1970s and our global
intensification of
farmed animals.

COVID-19 and
SARS are both believed to
have first infected humans
through wildlife. The spread
of these two and various other
deadly bird flus — like the
H5N1 and the H7N9 — have
been linked back to the live animal meat
markets in China. Many of the animals
who end up there, like chicken, come from
factory farms. The H5N1 bird flu kills 60
per cent of people who catch it, while the
H7N9 bird flu killed about 39 per cent of
people who caught the virus then.

In such markets, which abound in
India too, animals are soaking wet from
bodily fluids and crammed together in
cages. Such conditions provide ample
opportunity for disease to spread from one
animal to another, including to humans,
who come into their contact.

Butchering animals also poses a risk
to humans. The Ebola virus and HIV in
humans have both been traced back to
killing wild animals for food. About Ebola,
the Centres for Disease Control and
Prevention (CDC) said, “In Africa, human
infections have been associated with hunt-
ing, butchering, and processing meat from
infected animals.” HIV, on the other hand,
is largely believed to have first infected
humans through killing and eating or hunt-
ing chimpanzees.

�Allegedly, the novel Coronavirus is said

to have been originated in China due to
its wet markets. As per the year 2016,
USA topped the list of most meat-con-
suming countries in the world. How do
you think such meat markets in India and
across the world can be dismissed to
ensure lesser meat consumption and

health pandemics in future? How is
PETA ensuring the same?

Indeed, but zoonotic, i.e. of animal
origin, diseases in humans don’t just
start in China. The US CDC esti-
mates that up to over 5,75,400 peo-
ple worldwide died from H1N1
swine flu just during its first year
of circulation. Its roots have
been traced to a strain that exist-
ed in North Carolina pig farms
in the US in 1998. In the
decade before that, North
Carolina’s pig population
jumped from two million
to 10 million, and the ani-

mals were crowded onto
fewer farms.

According to Farm Animal Investment
Risk and Return (FAIRR), over 70 per cent
of the world’s farmed animals are now fac-
tory-farmed, and in the US, that figure is
99 per cent. Factory farms house pigs,
chicken, cows, fish and other animals by
the hundreds, thousands, or even millions
— confining them to cages, crates, or stalls
hardly any larger than their own bodies or
in severely crowded tanks or sheds — to
meet the demand for meat, eggs, and milk.
Bob Martin, former executive director of
the Pew Commission on Industrial Animal
Farm Production, calls these farms “super-
incubators for viruses.”

Antibiotics help factory farms, includ-
ing fish farms, continue to exist since delib-
erately keeping genetically identical and
stressed animals in jam-packed, filthy con-
ditions means that diseases can spread
quickly. Globally, antibiotics are used
more heavily in animal agriculture than in
human health. This antibiotic overuse
makes factory farms perfect breeding
grounds for superbugs and simultaneous-
ly risks rendering important drugs ineffec-
tive in humans who need them. It’s estimat-
ed that resistant infections kill more than
58,000 babies in India every year.

However, thanks to vegan advocates,

according to GlobalData, the number of
American consumers identifying as vegan
grew between 2014 and 2017 by 600 per
cent.

�Not only the consumption, but how do
you think the ‘production’ of animal-
based products impacts the environ-
ment?

Chapter 12 of For a Moment of Taste
details the environmental toll of meat, egg
and dairy production. To accommodate
and rear 77 billion land animals alone for
meat, eggs and dairy, farmers need to pro-
vide crops and water for the animals, land
and water to grow the crops, farms to keep
the animals, and so on. In contrast,
humans eating plants directly instead of
channelling them through animals is far
more efficient and kinder to the planet.

A report released in 2010 by the UN
Environment Programme’s International
Panel of Sustainable Resource Management
points out that as the global population
swells towards an anticipated 9.1 billion
people by 2050, diets based on meat, eggs
and dairy will be unsustainable. It further
stated that a global shift towards vegan-eat-
ing is necessary to protect the world from
hunger and the worst impacts of climate
change.

And while India has over 190 million
hungry people and 163 million without
access to safe water, a study published by
National Academy of Sciences reveals rais-
ing animals for meat, eggs and dairy uses
a staggering one-third of the world’s fresh
water resources as well as one-third of the
world’s global cropland as feed for animals.

�In metros, people are waking up to the
benefits of having vegan food and a plant-
based diet. How do you think the change
has come about?

Most people are kind but simply don’t
know how animals are manipulated, muti-
lated, severely confined or killed for meat,
eggs or dairy. Once they learn this and how
consuming animal-derived foods can
harm the planet and their health, they will
choose to eat vegan (wholly plant-based)
food. They are learning about animals
through books like mine or AnimalKind,
documentaries like Earthlings and Forks
Over Knives, PETA India’s social media
pages and other means.

�Why are more and more chefs insist-
ing on keeping their menus green?

They know what’s good for business!
A recent article on a website run by
Franchise India Holdings Limited, reads
the number of vegans in India has risen
by 360 per cent in the past decade.

�Animals like fish are a good source of
protein, eggs are high on vitamin B, etc.
Given this fact, how can a global shift
towards a vegan diet be ensured? Are the
consumers and food production indus-
tries ready for their substitutes? How
does the book address such contradic-
tions about the idea of veganism?

You don’t need substitutes for ciga-
rettes because they’re bad for you and you
don’t need substitutes for meat, eggs and
dairy in your diet for the same reason.
Chapter 13 in For a Moment of Taste cov-
ers what doctors and nutritionists are
warning us about animal-derived foods.

Fish contains significant levels of
mercury, which is toxic and can be espe-
cially problematic for children in the
womb and is a possible carcinogen.
Studies published in various reputed

journals have found that eggs are in fact
so unhealthy that consumers who ate the
most eggs increased their risk of cardio-
vascular disease by 19 per cent and their
risk of diabetes by 68 per cent. Diabetics
who ate the most eggs increased their risk
for developing heart disease by an incred-
ible 83 per cent. Egg consumption has also
been associated with colon, rectal, blad-
der and prostate cancers.

The Academy of Nutrition and
Dietetics said, “Vegetarian, including
vegan, diets are healthful, nutritionally ade-
quate and may provide health benefits for
the prevention and treatment of certain
diseases. These diets are appropriate for all
stages of the life cycle, including pregnan-
cy, lactation, infancy, childhood, adoles-
cence, older adulthood and for athletes.
Vegetarians and vegans are at reduced risk
of certain health conditions, including
ischemic heart disease, type-2 diabetes,
hypertension, certain types of cancer and
obesity.”

�The meat market employs a consider-
able number of people in India, how do
you think its reduction or a complete ban
will impact the economy?

As per a recent report by GlobalData,
70 per cent of the world’s population are
going meat-free — both in consumption
and production. Abroad, farmers and food
industries are responding to this change
by transitioning to plant-based food pro-
duction altogether or by getting involved
in the vegan food business.

For example, in the US, big meat com-
panies like Tyson, Smithfield, Perdue and
Hormel are now selling plant-based burg-
ers or other such products. Dairy compa-
nies abroad are also starting to invest in
plant-based milk.

In India, many people are opting for
jackfruit instead of meat during the
Coronavirus crisis. And when chicken sales
in India recently plummeted, PETA India
sent chicken-meat chain KFC a letter sug-
gesting that it can add a vegan chicken
option to its menu as other KFC restaurants
abroad have done the same. In India,
GoodDot is among the companies offer-
ing meat-free chicken and other vegan
meats.

As the demand changes, so does the
supply.

�In India, many religious activities and
beliefs are linked to animal killing and
consuming. What’s your take on this?
How do you think the issue can be tack-
led in a society as complex and rigid as
India?

No religion requires meat-eating and
all religions call for compassion. Chapter
2 of my book examines why people eat ani-
mals while generally caring for them. We
are often told since childhood that certain
animals are our friends and others are food.
But in some places, animals we common-
ly call friends, like dogs, could also be con-
sidered food. When we recognise the
labelling of animals as food as merely a
belief, rather than a truth, we can choose
a different path.

�Any anecdote or personal experience
that you would like to share...

I would like to share a quote by Russian
writer Leo Tolstoy, who said, “When the
suffering of another creature causes you to
feel pain, do not submit to the initial desire
to flee from the suffering one but on the
contrary, come closer, as close as you can
to him who suffers and try to help.”

Researchers, business professionals and
innovators of various countries around the

globe are using technology to alleviate the
effects of the global health crisis. 

From monitoring platforms that track the
spread of the virus to finding passive vaccines
to clinical trials to drone deliveries — these are
a few of the different technology projects used
by Israel to fight Coronavirus.

COVID-19 remote assessment and monitor-
ing platform

It is a triage and monitoring platform that
allows officials to monitor the progress of the
disease and alerts health providers of patients
at risk. A symptomatic Coronavirus heat map
is leveraged to locate Coronavirus symptomatic
patients, and track the path of the pandemic.
The information provides data-based guidance
on next steps for patients, providers and pub-
lic health agencies.

Currently it is in-use with the Ministry of
Health, the emergency services, and all major
HMOs in Israel, with the Department of Health
in the State of Odisha, India, and with the
Department of Health in the State of Rhode
Island. Diagnostic Robotics has partnered with
Deloitte and Salesforce for seamless integration
to all Salesforce customers and is a member of
the COVID-19 Healthcare Coalition, alongside
Amazon, Google, Mayo Clinic and others.

It provides an AI layer for the healthcare
system, providing services to patients, providers
and insurers. Their AI-driven personalised
triage system guides the patients through their
journey in the medical ecosystem, analysing
their medical history and current medical case
using AI and NLP technologies, with generic
ability to integrate with multiple sensory out-
put data. 

The Israeli Ministry of Health has devel-
oped a COVID-19 strategy which includes
daily nation-wide monitoring of Coronavirus
related symptoms of the population using
Diagnostic Robotics digital risk assessment and
monitoring  platform for COVID-19, screen-
ing eight million patients daily. 

Drone deliveries
Drone technology company Flytrex, in

partnership with EASE Drones, the Grand
Forks Region Economic Development
Corporation and the City of Grand Forks,
announced the launch of its drone delivery ser-
vice directly to backyards in Grand Forks,
North Dakota. The initiative will provide food,
medicine and other essential goods via drone
to selected households. 

The deliveries will be made in cooperation
with the Northern Plains Unmanned Aerial
System Test Site (NPUASTS), with takeoffs tak-
ing place across the street from a local shop-
ping supercenter, where provisions will be pur-
chased. “In this time of crisis and social dis-
tancing, drones provide the ideal solution to
bolster delivery capacity while keeping citizens
safe at home,” said Flytrex CEO Yariv Bash. 

Power the video experience
Kaltura has emerged as the fastest growing
video platform. Various companies are using
it to build knowledge, improve team produc-
tivity and collaborate. It also engages viewers
and facilitates the delivery of message more
effectively. From executive messaging to live
streaming of events, it ensures high quality, reli-
able playback for viewers and powerful, easy-
to-use tools for producers. Kaltura also trains
employees, faster, and more cost effectively. 

Mobile sports training platform
Legend is an immersive mobile sports train-
ing platform that engages young athletes, by
providing a virtual, AI driven, trainer. It
enables the young athletes to train and com-
pete with their friends and participate in the
global community through unique daily and
weekly workouts, challenges and competitions. 

Plasma-Derived Anti-Corona
Immunoglobulin (passive vaccine) 
Kamada is developing an anti-Corona (SARS-
COV-2) immunoglobulin (passive vaccine)
using its proprietary plasma derived FDA-
approved platform technology, as a potential
treatment for patients from the disease. The
product is being produced from plasma donat-
ed by patients recovering from COVID-19,
which is expected to include antibodies to the
Coronavirus.

Clinical trials 
Pluristem Therapeutics (NASDAQ, TASE:
PSTI) is a leading regenerative medicine com-
pany developing a platform of novel biologi-
cal products candidates. The company has
reported robust clinical trial data in multiple
indications and is currently conducting late
stage clinical trials in several indications. 
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The Coronavirus might have
changed life for the entire

planet but one thing has not
changed, our penchant for catch-
phrases. The latest one made pop-
ular by political leaders, scientists
and media columnists is ‘the new
normal’; as in we will all have to
adjust to it once we have dealt with
the viral scourge. Or whether we
go back to work with social dis-
tancing as a norm even as the virus
continues, something will be the
new normal. The problem is that
neither you or I have any clue
about what this ‘new normal’ will
be. However, the Indian automo-
tive industry, days removed from
a month of zero sales, believes that
it will involve a lot more digital
activity.

Of course, this brings up the
question about how on earth you
can buy an expensive product,
which requires registration and
licenses, possibly even paperwork
for loan sanctioning online? After
all, it is one thing to buy a phone,
yet another thing to buy, even
select a car online. I spoke to
Mercedes-Benz India’s Vice-
President of Sales and Marketing,
Santosh Iyer, to get some perspec-
tive. Mercedes-Benz India has
launched a very comprehensive

online campaign called
#MercFromHome during the lock-
down. “First thing you need to
understand is that there is still a
major physical element as the car
has to be registered by a dealer but
we are trying to do a few things
quite differently online. One of
them is understanding that many
people search online for cars after
work hours, and it is important to
engage with them and not just give
them the information. So our
online concierge is operational
till midnight. The second is that we
have to give full transparency with
regards to deals and stock levels. So
if you want a silver E220, you will
know which dealer in your area has
one and also the best deals. Earlier,
buyers used to call up multiple

dealers to see what sort of deals
they could get. Now they can just
go online.”

Iyer admits that while
Mercedes-Benz’ solution, devel-
oped by Roadster Technologies is
a start, it will take some time to
finally do the entire process online,
which will need some regulatory
changes. “But why won’t someone
buy a product that he or she is fully
aware of online? It may not be the

case with a new product but some-
thing like the C-Class or E-Class
that has been around for a year, you
might have tested your friend’s car
or driven one abroad. And while
you have some customisation
options, most of our mainline
assembled products are fairly stan-
dard,” Iyer told this columnist. 

In an earlier chat Hyundai
India’s Director of Sales and
Marketing, Tarun Garg expressed

the opinion that while some cus-
tomers would go in for online pur-
chases, for mass market brands at
least, online platforms will play a
critical role in service and customer
retention. “There will be a lot more
transparency in service. You will be
able to see the prices of compo-
nents and consumables as well as
labour online. You will also be able
to see the position at the service
centre and make all your bookings
through the website or app.” In
addition, with Hyundai India’s lat-
est service promise, which plans a
pick up and drop facility, you may
not need to meet anyone from the
showroom at all.

Working from home and
online tests have become a reality
for many of us during the past six
weeks, a surreal world which we
never thought would exist.
Computers have enabled social dis-
tancing for those of us who can
afford them as well as stable high-
speed data. Things will not be the
same again, as Iyer admits, “We
don’t know how we will recover.
Will it be a ‘V’ curve like the gov-
ernment wants or a ‘W’ curve or
even a ‘L’ shaped flatline. I do know
that different parts of the country
will respond differently and the
adoption of online buying will be

dissimilar in divergent markets in
India. There is no ‘one size fits all’
solution to the country but this is
the direction that we were headed
in before the lockdown and the
past few weeks have only reaf-
firmed that belief.”

On that front, it is hard to dis-
agree with Iyer, the world was
going online. A few years ago, one
questioned why anyone would
buy a two-lakh rupee computer or
television online but over the
past few days, online purchases
are the only way one can ensure
social distancing. And car compa-
nies had already started to ramp
up their online portals, moving
beyond information to offering
second-hand certified cars as well
as test-drive booking engines. In
many other major automotive
markets, the entire process from
booking a car to getting loan sanc-
tions and applying for registration
can be done online, India is actu-
ally slightly behind the curve. One
expects government policy, par-
ticularly with regards to loan
sanctioning and registration to
also evolve in India. The pandem-
ic has not changed the direction
that the automotive industry was
moving towards, it has just accel-
erated it.
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Hospitality — the very word encap-
sulates a whole set of emotions,
many of which are sensorial. But

when a pandemic has been raging, you
know emotions have to be kept on hold in
favour of practical decisions. And this is
especially true for eating out, an essential
element of the industry. For patrons, this
was an activity to bond over, catch up, cel-
ebrate, unwind and more. While dining
out has been on hold for more than a
month, industry stalwarts are bracing for
the time when they can reopen, as restau-
rants wouldn’t be the same and the busi-
ness is bound to remain affected for a long
time to come. If you take into account the
fact, the food service industry’s market size
was �4,23,865 crore and employed 7.3 mil-
lion people in 2018-19 according to the
National Restaurant Association of India
(NRAI), the enormity of the situation
would sink in. 
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Restaurant business, by it its nature,

thrives on people coming in and a dip in
the numbers means that the proposition
becomes untenable.  Chef Vicky Ratnani,
culinary directory, GIPL who also concep-
tualises restaurant menus and food con-
cepts says, “The situation is very uncertain
at the moment. We will see a decline in the
number of people visiting restaurants
during the initial months. However, it will
gradually increase if we keep following the
safety measures and make our customers
feel secure and comfortable. Zorawar
Kalra, founder, Massive Restaurants agrees. 

Celebrity chef, TV show judge and
food stylist Ranveer points out, “There
would be an initial reduction in the
influx of patrons, especially in the bars and
night club spaces but house parties are
going to get bigger.”

However, Chef Sabyasachi Gorai, pop-
ularly known as Chef Saby is not very
hopeful about the restaurant landscape
even after it is allowed to be operational.
While Saby did not eat out often, he did
go to coffee shops or bars for a drink. He
asks, “Would I go to a bar? First, will it
open? If it does, would I have the feeling
of safely sitting at a stool and caressing the
table where someone sat before me? I
would have apprehensions touching either.
The whole fun of having a drink is chat-
ting with bartender and if  you stand a
metre away, it would be a silly scenario. So,
would you want to go?”
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Restaurants are usually located in

places where the footfalls and, by that rea-
soning, the rentals are high. So it is not sur-
prising that ever square foot of space is
utilised to break even. Ever noticed, how
closely packed the tables are in the bud-
get joints in central market spaces are? But
now restaurateurs would have to take into
account social distancing norms in seat-
ing to ensure adequate space between two
tables. 

Chef Entrepreneur Tarun Sibal says,
“It’s a given that a 100-cover restaurant will
now be a max of 60 to 70 covers, ensur-
ing, and practicing social distancing
guidelines and protocols. Customers will
not venture out to crowded places.”
Ratnani,  places the figure at half of the
existing levels. 

Brar — who often hosts gastronom-
ical experiences with the Doer's Club, an
experiential platform — has a slightly more
nuanced take. He says, “Globally, we are
looking at 40 per cent of the cover capac-
ity from the current trend, India's would

be at least 50 per cent of the seating capac-
ity. ”
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Will our eating habits change post the

lockdown? Will there be an emphasis on
slow-cooked food, healthy and mindful
eating or do we want to grab a meal and
exit quickly so as to spend a minimum
amount of time inside the restaurant? 

Chef Saby says that there was already
a major trend towards vegan and vegetar-
ian food. “Covid has shaken people’s faith
on non vegetarian. Many feel that it can
move to any domesticated animal. So the
steaks and grills would take a backseat. The
prices are already prohibitive. So, a switch
to vegetarian is likely.”

More than the ingredients, Brar feels
the methods would be more in focus. “The
dishes being cooked and ordered would be
simpler, the menus, on the whole, will be
smaller and simpler where dishes use less-
er ingredients. Also, typically because
when you are running a restaurant to half
capacity and with lesser staff, you'd look

to reduce inventory and overhead costs
and definitely reduce wastage.”

Sibal on the other hand is more
focussed on the service. He says, “We will
see the initiation of contactless dining
where various touchpoints like a menu, bill
and more will be eradicated. This will be
done digitally. We will also see smaller
menus, dishes that are suitable for deliv-
ery, automation in the kitchen, less man-
power so on so forth.”

Kalra too focusses on the safety ele-
ment of food. “There will be fewer chefs
working in the kitchen as we aggressive-
ly maintain social distancing. This might
make us compress the menu slightly but
that is the need of the hour is safety. We
all took a lot for granted and this current
scenario has made us realise a lot and value
a lot.”
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Do you remember the last meal you
ate at a restaurant before the shutdown?
Or the second last? Well, that is how much

we took eating out for granted. It was as
normal as breathing. But then, like all other
things, there will always be a pre and post
pandemic era. 

Sibal says, that post Covid, there will
be new rules of engagement and there
won’t be a single mantra that will work.
“Two schools of thoughts are prevailing,
one suggesting that the consumer will
become extremely conservative and the
other suggesting that the disease has
given a new meaning to life and people
would want to make the most of what they
have. As food and eating out gives joy to
people and creates memories for a life-
time, I am optimistic that if we survive
the onslaught, we will come back stronger
within a year.”
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Washing hands frequently, sanitising

and maintaining hygiene  are some of the
actions that have become second nature
to us, now in all our interactions. In food,
it cannot be overemphasised. Ratnani
says, “All the safety guidelines and hygiene
protocols will be revisited. The chefs and
owners will push their staff for personal
hygiene and work practise ensuring that
each employee wears masks and gloves.
Hand sanitisers will be provided at every
table while thermal probes will be
installed to check the temperature before
people enter a restaurant. Takeaway will
probably play a bigger role in the near
future.” 

Brar agrees and adds, “The hot and
cold food temperature logging and
recording standards will be revisited as
will the personal hygiene of the server and
chef.”

Kalra has mapped out a large plan for
his restaurants like Farzi Cafe, Masala
Library and more. “Our aggressive and
dynamic plan for safety include extensive
screening of all employees and guests
within the restaurants, maintaining all
social distancing norms not only of the
front team but in the kitchen as well.
There will be fewer chefs working in the
kitchen. Deep cleaning will take place

daily. We are also contemplating putting
up live cameras so anyone across the
globe can log on to our website to see how
we are operating. Sanitisation will be
given utmost importance using high-tech
instruments for surface cleaning and ultra
violet-enabled technology to ensure
cleanliness especially during table
turnovers. Staff training and awareness
has already begun over zoom calls.” 

Sibal  says safety protocols would vary
depending on the establishment and
format but will be stringent. “From guest
management, floor control, safe distanc-
ing, medical checks of staff, deep clean-
ing every week, fumigation and sanitisa-
tion drills all will come in play,” he says.
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With lesser money in the pocket,

high concerns about safety and less incli-
nation to venture out into crowded
places, dining will undergo a sea trans-
formation.  Brar feels that the shift
would be towards affordable luxury. The
industry, now, instead of waiting for peo-
ple to come to them will now go to their
homes. Restaurants will look to cater to
more house parties, as also doing more
meal kits.” Saby has been brainstorming
with others in the industry about the via-
bility of food trucks that serve hot and
fresh food by taking the restaurant expe-
rience to one area one day and another
the next. 

Ratnani, who has been the host of a
number of popular food shows and has
been associated with the Doers Club
twice, says, “Customers will most likely
rely on takeaway more than dining at the
restaurant and avoid travelling for food
for the first few months.”

Sibal foresees a spiral in pizza deliv-
eries and in order to attract customers,
“Restaurants will boast about hygiene rat-
ing and food safety procedures. Coffee
shops, casual dining restaurants will be
the flag bearer for the resurgence as guests
might take more time to be back to lux-
ury restaurants, clubs, and high-end
bars. Street food will also take a huge hit,
as the humble gol-gappa cart might be a
thing of the past, as quality and hygiene
will swing it for consumers. This also
means that there will be an opportunity
for street food to come into mainstream
dining concepts.”

Kalra sees a re-jig in the way the busi-
ness will operate. “New projects will have
to be put on hold for some time while
every single cost would be controlled. So
the ones that are not related to the guests
experience will have to be revisited.
Most costs will go down except for food
which will probably go up because the

main concern would be safety and
hygiene standards which needs more
investment. Packaging will have to be far
better and superior. There will be no com-
promise on the food preparation and
delivery aspects.”
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With more expensive ingredients,
investments on safety equipment and dis-
posables as well as reduced covers, the
likely outcome is a price spiral. Ratnani
believes it will depend on the restaurant
if they wish to push prices up or not. Brar
thinks that the costs would be brought
down and this would reflect in simpler
restaurants, simpler decor with smaller
menus and courses.

Sibal believes that costs are bound to
go up as the same real estate and infra-
structure will now be utilised for a less-
er number of guests. “Also, the addition-
al cost of technology and safety proce-
dures will add its weight to the cost,” he
adds. 

Saby on the other hand points out
that it will take at least six months to an
year for a restaurant to start again. “This
is as good as starting new as all the old
stocks of groceries would have to be
thrown out or donated to food banks,
beers drained. This along with having to
pay the employers and rents needs some-
thing  around �50-60 lakh.”
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Like all businesses, the industry is suf-
fering during the lockdown and stares at
uncertainty when it opens up. Ratnani says,
“Every single person would have to come
forward and work together to revive the
industry. Cost-consciousness will be a
main factor and unnecessary expenditure
would have to be controlled while maintain-
ing consistency in quality. The menu would
be short, simple and creative which will be
important for customer retention and there
could be a huge shift in attention towards
home deliveries and takeaways.”

Brar thinks that the entire industry
would surely have to re-jig itself. “There's
going to be real-estate corrections, profitabil-
ity figures are going to look very different.
A large sum would have to be parked away
for contingencies, insurances as also for
health and safety regulatory compliances.
High rentals won't be viable anymore.”

Sibal feels that the ones that survive will
become stronger, leaner and effective. “A cut
in the overall salary brackets of the employ-
ees is on the cards.”

One thing is for sure, dining will not be
there.

CRYSTAL 
GAZE ON DINING
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Bundesliga clubs were racing on
Thursday to get ready for the
restart of the season in nine days’

time, amid concerns about whether
the players will stick to the strict
hygiene guidelines implemented to
ensure the campaign is completed.

Twenty-four hours after
Chancellor Angela Merkel’s
Government gave the German
Football League the green light to
return, the league said it will resume
the season on Saturday, May 16.

The Bundesliga will be the first
top European football league to restart
matches since the outbreak of the
coronavirus forced lockdown mea-
sures to be imposed across the conti-
nent.

All games will be played without
spectators.

The opening day’s key game is
between second-placed Borussia
Dortmund and arch-rivals Schalke in
the Ruhr derby at Dortmund’s Signal
Iduna Park — but instead of being
roared on by an 81,000 crowd, the
teams will play in an empty stadium.

France has already ended the
Ligue 1 season, with football in
England, Spain and Italy still suspend-
ed.

The situation gives “German foot-
ball a huge head start”, according to
Eintracht Frankfurt sporting director
Fredi Bobic.
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��� Juventus star Paulo Dybala
revealed on Wednesday that he
has been given the all-clear six
weeks after contracting coron-
avirus, but Serie A rivals Torino
confirmed that one of their play-
ers had tested positive.

“Many people talked in the
past weeks ... but I can finally
confirm that I am healed. Thank
you once again for your support
and my thoughts on all who are
still suffering from it. Take care,”
tweeted the 26-year-old
Argentina forward.

Dybala was diagnosed on
March 22, along with his girl-
friend Oriana, who recovered
sooner from the disease.

Dybala on Wednesday also
posted a picture of himself on
Instagram with his arms out-
stretched looking at the sky: “My
face says it all, I’m finally cured
from Covid-19.”

But city rivals Torino
revealed that an unnamed play-
er had been diagnosed with
Covid-19 during testing of play-
ers and staff as Serie A teams
return to individual training this
week.

“During the first medical
tests carried out on the Torino FC
players, a positivity to Covid-19
emerged,” the northern club said
in a statement. AFP
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His ice cool demeanour is the
stuff of legends but former

India skipper Mahendra Singh
Dhoni has no qualms conced-
ing that he is not immune to
pressure and fear.

Dhoni, lending support to
MFORE — an initiative offering
mind conditioning programs to
achieve peak performance in
sports — offered his perspective
on the issue of mental health.

“In India, I feel there is still
a big issue of accepting that
there is some weak-
ness when it comes to
the mental aspects, but
we generally term it as
mental illness,”
Dhoni was quot-
ed saying in a
press release.

“Nobody
really says
that, when I
go to bat, the
first 5 to 10
deliveries
my heart
rate is elevat-
ed, I feel the
pressure, I feel
a bit scared
because that’s
how everybody
feels — how to
cope with that?” the
World Cup-win-
ning icon asked.

“This is a
small problem but
a lot of times we

hesitate
to say it
to a

c o a c h
a n d
t h a t ’ s
why the

relation-
ship between a play-
er and coach is very
important be it any
sport,” said Dhoni,
who hasn’t played
any international
cricket since
India’s World
Cup semifinal
exit last July.

Highlighting the impor-
tance of a mental conditioning
coach, Dhoni said: “Mental
conditioning coach should not
be the one who comes for 15
days, because when you come
for 15 days you are only shar-
ing the experience.

“If the mental conditioning
coach is constantly with the
player, he can understand what
are the areas which are affect-
ing his sport,” Dhoni, who led
Chennai Super Kings captain to
three IPL titles, said.

MFORE has been founded
by former Indian batsman S
Badrinath and Saravana Kumar.

�(���(�� Tennis Australia conceded on
Thursday that January’s Australian Open
faces cancellation under a worst-case scenario,
but said it was looking at a range of options
in hope the Covid-19 crisis eases.

The season-opening Grand Slam is sched-
uled to take place in Melbourne from January
18-31, more than eight months away, and
Tennis Australia said it would abide by what-
ever restrictions were in place at that time.

“We’ve certainly made no secret about the
number of scenarios that we’re looking at,” a
spokeswoman said.

“We’re hoping for the best but planning for
everything.”

Possibilities range from
cancellation to imposing quar-
antine on overseas players
and allowing only Australian
fans into the event.

“We have to look
at all the angles
because a lot of the
decisions will be
beyond our control
and related to
Government guide-
lines and restrictions,”
she said.

“We do need to have
all the protocols in place
to ensure everyone’s safe-
ty.”                           AFP
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Football’s lawmakers this week are
set to announce a “temporary”

change to the laws of the sport
allowing teams to make up to five
substitutions in games when the
sport resumes after the coron-
avirus-induced suspension.

The proposal to help teams
cope with likely fixture congestion
in a packed calendar was made by
world governing body FIFA and is
expected to be validated by the
International Football Association
Board (IFAB) this Friday.

The IFAB said last week that it
was working with FIFA on a “tem-

porary dispensation of Law 3 (The
Players) allowing competitions to
give teams the option to use a max-
imum of five substitutes on up to
three occasions during the match,
plus at half-time.”

Limiting the number of occa-
sions on which teams can make
changes would remove the incen-
tive to do so purely for time-wast-
ing purposes.

A sixth change may also be per-
mitted in matches that go to extra
time.

Currently teams can make three
substitutions during games,
although since 2018 teams have
been allowed to make a fourth sub-

stitution in extra time.
Leagues will not be obliged to

implement the change, a source
said, but they will be free to do so
as soon as they restart.

The IFAB’s objective is to “pro-
tect players’ health” when matches
do resume, with a fixture schedule
that could be even more packed
than usual potentially leading to an
“increased risk of injuries”.

While the measure is intended
to be temporary, it could be main-
tained for the whole of the 2020-21
season and right through to the
next European Championship,
which was postponed by a year
until June and July 2021. 
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����Australian opener
Joe Burns on Thursday said that
his team’s much-awaited home
Test series against India later this
year is primarily set to be a bat-
tle between “two incredibly
strong bowling attacks”.

Virat Kohli and Co Are
scheduled to play four Tests in
Australia in December-January.

“I look at Australia and
India as having two incredibly
strong bowling attacks and that’s
what’s going to be so exciting
watching the two teams go at it,”
Burns told reporters in a video
conference on Thursday.

India’s attack would be
spearheaded by Jasprit Bumrah
and Mohammed Shami, while
Australia’s pace attack would be

led by world No1 Pat Cummins.
Burns view is in sharp con-

trast to the focus of the overall
hype, which is the batting of the

two sides. India boast of the
peerless Virat Kohli and a
marauding Rohit Sharma, while
Australia have been bolstered by

the return of Steve Smith and
David Warner.

“I think both teams are
going to have a lot to play for
with the number one ranking
and their positions in the world
Test championships,” he said.

In the latest ICC Test rank-
ings, Australia regained the
world’s No1 status after overtak-
ing India. However, they are
placed second in the ICC World
Test Championships points
table, behind leaders India.

“That’s what’s motivating
us at the moment in terms of all
the training we’re doing with an
eye looking forward to a huge
summer against the Indian
cricket team,” he explained.

As a specialist opener, Burns

said his role will be to negate the
new ball Indian bowlers early in
the Test.

“I guess as an opening bat-
ter, that’s why its so exciting for
myself. There’s going to be a
huge challenge this summer
and a big role to play in nullify-
ing the Indian bowlers, especial-
ly early in a Test match, the
morning of day one with the
new ball.”

“They are obviously world
class team. You look at the
world ranking, they were num-
ber one and now we have got to
number one, so I know that
series will be anticipated by
everyone and as a player this is
a sort of series you want to play
in and do well in.” PTI

&���� 8/��(/:!'

All-rounder Dwayne Bravo is in awe of
the current West Indies T20 team’s bat-

ting depth, saying it is better than the 2016
World Cup-winning side and can intimi-
date any opposition.

“In the last series in Sri Lanka, we had
a team meeting, and coach Phil (Simmons)
put the team down, the list, and he put it
down in batting order, and he had my name
down at No 9,” Bravo told ESPNcricinfo.

“And I said to the guys, I said listen, I
don’t think I was ever involved in a T20
team when I am down to bat at No 9.

“I’m just in awe of our batting line-up,
and I said to the guys, I said listen, I think
this team is actually better than our World-
Cup-winning team, and that is no joke,
because at the end of the day, you have bat-
ting all the way down to No 10.”

Bravo, who returned from internation-
al T20 retirement in December last year to
strengthen West Indies’ title defence, said
the batting resources of this “intimidating”
team has reduced his role to a specialist
bowler.

“It’s an intimidating team, it’s a team to
intimidate the opposition, and that excites
me. So I will just do my part as a bowler,
try to control the back end of the innings,
especially closing off the innings with death
bowling, which has been, in the past, a bit
of a concern for us,” said Bravo, who made
his international comeback in January
against Ireland.

“You saw how Oshane Thomas did
with his pace in Sri Lanka. Then you have
Sheldon Cottrell, now a leader of the attack,
Kesrick Williams on the bench, so things
starting to look bright again, things start-
ing to look good again.”

Bravo also was effusive in his praise for
skipper Kieron Pollard, who had taken over
the reins of limited over teams last year.

“He loves to win (Pollard). That’s the
most important thing, and as a captain, he’ll

do anything to win, in the right way and
the right spirit, and he’s very determined
to win, to make a difference,” he said.

“I remember when they approached
him to take over, I said to him, it’s going to
be a good challenge, a big one, a tough one,
but now is the best time. You get both teams
at the bottom of the table. There’s only one
way you can go, which is up, right?

“I said now is the right time, you build
a team and you create a dressing-room envi-
ronment where everyone is on the same
page.”

Pollard has represented West Indies in
113 ODIs and 73 T20Is, scoring 3619 runs
and taken 88 wickets. The 32-year-old all-
rounder remains a huge figure in limited
over cricket, having played in several
leagues across the globe, including the IPL.

Bravo described Pollard as a “figure-

head” and someone who commands respect
across the globe for his achievements.

“I think what Pollard has is his hon-
esty, which is the most important thing.
You have leaders in the past sometimes that
said, okay, well, I don’t get involved in selec-
tion, I had no say, you know, they give all
types of excuses and stuff, and the system
will be able to manoeuvre them and con-
trol them, but Pollard, you can’t control
him,” Bravo said.

“... The players also respect him,
because of whatever he has done and
achieved in the white-ball format, especial-
ly in T20 cricket. So if someone like Pollard
is speaking in the dressing room about T20
cricket, we all have to listen, because he’s
played the most games, he’s had success,
and he’s highly respected around the
world.”
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Former India pacer Ashish Nehra has
said that MS Dhoni was always open

to a chat with his players after a match
and his hotel room would always be
open for them after the games.

“People think that Dhoni doesn’t
talk much. That is not the case. His
room would remain open in the night
after matches. Anyone could walk in,
order food and discuss cricket,” Nehra
said while speaking to former India
opener Aakash Chopra on his show
Aakash Vani.

“Be it in CSK or in the Indian team,
Dhoni would pass on the message on
what he thinks a player needs to do dur-
ing a conversation and that would be
enough for the players to get the drift,”
added Nehra who played a lot of crick-
et under Dhoni’s captaincy both for
India and at Chennai Super Kings in the
Indian Premier League (IPL).

Nehra also spoke on Sourav
Ganguly, saying he was a leader who
used to back his players to the hilt.

“Dhoni had senior players around
him when he took over and the chal-
lenge was how to manage them. Dada
had a team of juniors and he backed
them to the hilt. He would go all out to
back his players,” said the former left-
arm pacer. 
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Until Merkel gave the go-ahead, clubs
had still been training in small groups.

On Thursday, Dortmund, who were four
points behind leaders Bayern Munich when
the league was halted in mid-March, held full
team training for the first time in seven
weeks.

“We have had very constructive talks
with the local health authority about it,” a
club spokesman said.

Borussia Moenchengladbach also

resumed team training, despite announcing
on Thursday that one of their backroom staff
had “a very weak” positive test of the coro-
navirus and had been quarantined.

“The coaches and the team have worked
under unusual conditions over the past few
weeks. Everyone is happy team training is
permitted again,” said Borussia’s sporting
director Max Eberl.

The Bundesliga wants to complete the
last nine rounds of matches before June 30

to secure around 300 million euros ($325 mil-
lion) in television money.

‘STARTING FROM ZERO’
However, it is a step into the

unknown.
“One must not forget, we are

now in a situation that we do not know,”
admitted Bayern Munich chairman Karl-
Heinz Rummenigge.

“We’re all starting a bit from zero. One
cannot rule out that there are one or two sur-
prises.”

The worry is that an outbreak of the coro-
navirus in the league could again halt the
resumed season, this time for good.

There were 10 positive cases from 1,724
tests of players and staff at the top 36 clubs in
the first wave of testing.

The onus is firmly on the players to fol-
low the hygiene guidelines, including avoid-
ing contact at all times.

Hertha Berlin striker Salomon Kalou, 34,
was suspended earlier this week by his club
for posting a video on social media where he
shook hands with team-mates.

Kalou issued an apology, but politicians
pointed to the Ivory Coast forward as an
example of how not to behave during a pan-
demic which has so far claimed over 7,000 lives
in Germany.

Germany captain Manuel Neuer has said
Bundesliga footballers have a “enormous
responsibility” to be role models.

To drum home the point, German daily
Bild translated “Follow The Rules!” into 28 lan-
guages for the 278 foreign players in the league.

‘WARNING’
“I was horrified,” Dortmund CEO Hans-

Joachim Watzke told Bild when asked about
the Kalou video.

“I will tell our players again that we have
a big responsibility.

“Hertha did the right thing. Such individ-
ual cases have to be sanctioned harshly.”

A similar message will be the mantra at
Bayern.

“I hope that the Kalou video remains an
isolated case and we have received a bit of
warning with it,” added Rummenigge.

Bayern will also have a tough fixture as
they resume their search for an eighth con-
secutive title.

Bayern travel to Berlin on Sunday, May
17, where Union will not be able to rely on
the usual cauldron-like atmosphere of their
home ground.
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wicketkeeper-batsman Parthiv
Patel does not consider himself
unlucky to have played in the
same era as Mahendra Singh
Dhoni as he knows that the for-
mer captain grabbed his oppor-
tunities way better than him.

Patel led Gujarat to the
2016 Ranji Trophy title. His last
Test appearance for India was
in 2018, while the last time he
played an ODI for the country
was way back in 2012.

“I don’t see myself as
unlucky to be playing in the

Dhoni era. I started my
career before

him, and I
had the

opportunity to perform before
him,” the 35-year-old Patel
said during an interaction with
Fever Network’s 100 hours 100
stars.

“Dhoni came in to the
team because I did not have a
couple of good series and I was
dropped. I know people can say
it just to gain sympathies that
I was born in the wrong era.
But I don’t believe that,” he
added.

“Whatever Dhoni has
achieved was something very,
very special and he achieved
because he made sure of the
opportunities he received. I
don’t feel unlucky at all,” Patel
asserted. PTI
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Star West Indies all-
rounder Jason Holder

says he might be leading the
Test side but doesn’t want to
be “pigeonholed” in just
one format and is deter-
mined to make a name for
himself in all the three
forms.

“I don’t want to just

segregate myself and
pigeon-hole myself to one
particular format,” Holder,
who has been the captain of
the Test side for the last five
years besides leading the
side in 86 ODIs, was quot-
ed as saying by windi-
escricket.com.

“Yes I’m the captain for
the Test team but as I’ve
crossed formats for a num-

ber of years, I think my sole
focus has been on West
Indies cricket, ideally in all
three formats not only in
Test cricket.

“I think West Indies
cricket is so diverse in many
different ways and for us as
players, we've got to under-
stand each and everyone of
us has a part to play in this
whole puzzle,” he added.
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