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n a shocking tragedy, as
Iwere
many as 16 migrant workers
mowed down by an

?^[XRT_Tab^]]T[X]b_TRccWTb_^cPUcTaPV^^SbcaPX]aP]^eTaPVa^d_^U\XVaP]cf^aZTabfWX[TcWThfTaTb[TT_X]V^]cWT
caPRZbX]0daP]VPQPSSXbcaXRc^]5aXSPh
?C8

empty freight train while they
were sleeping on railway tracks
near Aurangabad in the early
hours of Friday. The workers
were on their way to home
State of Madhya Pradesh.
The deceased were among
19 migrant workers who had
gone off to sleep on railway
tracks while they were walking
from Jalna to Bhusawal to
board a “Shramik Special” train
to return to Madhya Pradesh,
when the incident took place at
around 5.20 am.
The 19 workers had slept
off on railway tracks as they
were apparently exhausted. Of
them, 14 workers died on the
spot, while two others succumbed to injuries at the
Aurangabad district civil hospital. Three others are undergoing treatment. The workers
apparently thought there would
not be any movement of trains
during the lockdown and the
track was secured.
The migrant workers used
to work in a steel manufacturing company at Jalna. On
Thursday evening, the workers
had set out on foot from Jalna
to Bhusawal to board a
“Shramik Special” train to
return to their home towns in
twin districts of Shahdol and
Umaria in Madhya Pradesh on

Friday. The incident took place
between Badnapur and
Karmad stations of ParbhaniManmad section of the Nanded
division of South-Central
Railway (SRC).
“During early hours today
after seeing some labourers on
track, loco pilot of goods train
tried to stop the train but
eventually hit them between
Badnapur and Karmad stations in Parbhani-Manmad
section. Injured have been
taken to Aurangabad Civil
Hospital. Inquiry has been
ordered,” the Railway Ministry
tweeted.
“The incident took place
even as loco pilot of the goods
train honked as soon as he
noticed a group of people
sleeping on the railway tracks
and also made all efforts to stop
the train,” a SRC spokesperson
said.
Voicing anguish over the
incident, Prime Minister
Narendra Modi tweeted,
“Extremely anguished by the
loss of lives due to the rail accident. Have spoken to Railway
Minister Piyush Goyal and he
is closely monitoring the situation. All possible assistance
required is being provided.”
President Ram Nath
Kovind and Vice-President M
Venkaih Naidu mourned death
of the migrant workers.
Former Congress president Rahul Gandhi expressed
anguish at the tragedy.

“I am shocked at the news
of migrant labourers being
crushed to death by a goods
train. We should be ashamed at
the treatment meted out to the
builders of our nation. My
condolences to the families of
those killed and I pray for the
early recovery of the injured,”
Rahul Gandhi tweeted.
Continued on Page 2
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he Supreme Court on
T
Friday stayed an interim
order of the Orissa High Court
which had asked the State
Government to ensure that all
migrants, who are in queue to
enter Odisha, should be tested
negative of Covid-19 before
boarding the conveyance.
The HC, in its interim
order on Thursday, had suggested the State should ensure
only those tested negative for
Covid-19 are allowed to return.
A bench headed by Justice
Ashok Bhushan stayed the high
court order, which was challenged by the Centre, and
issued notice to the concerned
parties on the appeal.
Continued on Page 2
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migrant labourer couple
A
cycling
home
to
Chhattisgarh with their two
children was killed after an
unidentified vehicle hit the
bicycle the family was travelling on at Shaheed Path in Golf
City area in Lucknow on
Wednesday, police said on
Friday. The children were
injured in the accident, they
said.
Krishna Sahu, his wife
Pramila and their children
Nikhil and Chandni were travelling on the bicycle when it
was hit by an unidentified
vehicle. All four of them were
rushed to a hospital where
Pramila succumbed to her
injuries, they said.
Later, Krishna and his children were admitted to the
Trauma Centre of King
George’s Medical University.
Krishna died there during
treatment, they said. The children are stated to be in a stable condition, the police said.

B^\T\XVaP]cf^aZTabfW^PaTRhR[X]V
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Krishna’s brother told
police that the family was
cycling to Chhattisgarh as all
public transport has been suspended due to the coronavirus-induced lockdown.
Migrant labourers across
the country have been rendered jobless due to the lockdown which began on March
25. With no money to pay rent
or buy food, thousands have
been reaching their native
places on foot, bicycles or by
taking lift in trucks and other
vehicles.

FT´eTc^[TPa]c^[XeTfXcWeXadb)6^ec

4`_dZUVcY`^V
+RWHOVVHUYLFHDSDUWPHQWVWREH
UV]ZgVcj`_]Z_V
dR]V`W]Zbf`c 4`c`_RTRdVde`fTY'!!!!,9VR]eY>Z_Zdecja]R_de`cVgZdVk`_V]Zde SDLGTXDUDQWLQHVIRUHYDFXHHV
tancing) practices.”
According to the Health
>`gV]Z\V]je`
D4Rd\dDeReVd
ith the number of coro- Ministry, 16,540 Covid-19
?=BQ =4F34;78

?C8Q =4F34;78

he Supreme Court on
T
Friday asked States to consider non-direct contact or
online sales and home delivery
of liquor during the lockdown
period to prevent the spread of
coronavirus on account of
crowding at the shops.
A Bench of Justices Ashok
Bhushan, Sanjay Kishan Kaul
and BR Gavai, hearing the
matter through video conferencing, disposed of the plea
challenging the guidelines
issued by the Ministry of Home
Affairs (MHA) on May 1,
allowing sales of liquor through
direct contact during the lockdown period.
“We are not inclined to
entertain this petition filed
under Article 32 of the
Constitution of India. The petition is dismissed. However, it
shall be open for the concerned State Government to
consider non-direct sale
including on-line sale/home
delivery of liquor to facilitate
social distancing,” the Bench
said.
Continued on Page 2
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navirus cases in the
country witnessing a sudden
spurt in the past few days and
tally heading towards 60,000
marks on Friday, the Union
Health Ministry said, “We have
to learn to live with the virus.”
The death tally is all set to
touch 2,000 marks. There was
nearly 3,000 new cases and 94
deaths during Friday.
Some reports said at the
current rate of daily growth, the
number of cases would rise to
75,000 in five days. If this trajectory continues beyond that
period, it could overwhelm
India’s hospital capacity and
strain an already overburdened
health system.
In view of no let-up in
cases and new infection being
reported from several pockets,
the Union Health Ministry is
now in the process of revising
the list of Red, Orange and
Green Zones.
Addressing mediapersons,
Lav Agarwal, Joint Secretary at
the Health Ministry, said, “We
have to learn to live with the
virus. We need to introduce
certain behavioural changes to
implement these (social dis-

patients, which are about 29.36
per cent of the total cases, have
recovered so far, while in the
past 24 hours, 1,273 people
have been cured.
“So far, in 216 districts, no
positive case has been detected. In 42 districts no new case
has been detected in the last 28
days, while 29 districts have not
reported any case in the last 21
days,” the official said.
He said 3.2 per cent of the
total active cases are on oxygen
support, 4.2 per cent in ICUs
and 1.1 per cent on ventilator.
Although India’s coronavirus trajectory has tapered, it
continues to be steeper compared to Asian peers such as
Japan and Singapore. The rise
of infections in India is now
faster than in neighbours
Bangladesh and Pakistan.
At 19,063, Maharashtra
leads in terms of the number of
cases, Gujarat has the second
most number (7,403), followed
by Tamil Nadu (6,009) and
Delhi (5,980) followed by
Rajasthan (3,419) and Madhya
Pradesh (3,341). West Bengal
reported 1,678 cases.
Continued on Page 2
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s Indians stranded abroad
A
start returning to India, the
Centre on Friday allowed con<PbZb_[PRTS^]PbcPcdTST_XRcX]VP\^cWTaP]SRWX[Sc^b_aTPSPfPaT]Tbb
PVPX]bc2^eXS (SdaX]VcWT^]V^X]V[^RZS^f]X]:^[ZPcP^]5aXSPh
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infection with the BSF clocking
30 fresh cases, followed by 12
in the ITBP and 3 in CISF.
The total number of infected personnel in the 10-lakh
strong paramilitary forces

crossed the 500 mark even as
5 — 2 in BSF and CISF and one
CRPF — died of the virus.
With the latest additions of
the Covid-19 cases in its ranks,
the BSF now has a total of 223
infected personnel and is by far
the worst affected paramilitary
force in terms of highest number of Covid-19 positive cases.
Continued on Page 2
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ver 900 stranded Indians,
including medical students, were brought back home
in five Air India flights from
Singapore, Bangladesh, Abu
Dhabi, Dubai and some West
Asian nations on Friday under
the Vande Bharat Mission.
Several more are expected to
arrive late on Friday and
Saturday morning.
According to Ministry of
Civil Aviation, the first flight
from Singapore landed at the
Delhi airport around 11.45 am
with 234 passengers. Within a
couple of hours, the second
special flight with 167 students arrived at the Srinagar
airport from Dhaka. The third
flight with 177 passengers from
Manama, Bahrain landed in
Kochi. The fourth flight with

he Centre on Friday
announced that the Central
Board of Secondary Education
(CBSE) will hold the remaining board examinations for 29
subjects for Class X (only for
North-East Delhi candidates)
and XII students between July
1 and July 15. The announcement was made by HRD
Minister Ramesh Pokhriyal
Nishank. The results of the
board exams are expected in
August.
“The students have been
impatiently waiting for the
schedule for pending exams. It
has been decided today that the
exams will be conducted from
July 1 to 15,” Nishank said on
Twitter.
Continued on Page 2

GR_UV3YRcReScZ_Xd
*!!SRT\,^`cVe`URj

?=BQ =4F34;78

O

T
153 passengers, from Riyadh in
Saudi Arabia, landed in Kerala’s
Kozhikode at around 8.10 pm.
Another flight with around
200 Indians from Sharjah is
expected to arrive in Lucknow
on Saturday.
After the returnees reached
IGI airport, Delhi Chief
Minister Arvind Kejriwal said
all arrangements have been
made for the Indians coming
from other countries.
Continued on Page 2

he Central paramilitary
T
forces on Friday reported
nearly 50 new cases of Covid

n what came as a big disapIgruntled
pointment for two of its disleaders, the BJP on
Friday denied party tickets to
its former Ministers Eknath
Khadse and Pankaja Munde to
contest the Maharashtra
Legislative Council polls scheduled for May 21.
In a clear indication of the
fact that the party leadership is
in no mood to rehabilitate the
two side-lined leaders, the BJP
ignored the claims of Khadse
and Pankaja, two other ticket
hopefuls Ram Kadam and
Harshvardhan Patil, and nominated Praveen Dhatke,
Ranjitsinh Mohite-Patiol, Dr
Ajit Gopchade and Gopichand
Paralkar as its candidates for
the State Council polls.
Continued on Page 2
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version of hotels, service apartments, guest houses and lodges
across the country into paid
quarantine/isolation facilities
with mandator y medical
amenities, including wi-fi for
such evacuees.
“There are a large number
of facilities such as hotels, service apartments, lodges which
remain unoccupied due to
impact of Covid-19 on travel
and tourism.
“There are also instances
where people who don’t have
requisite space at home may
opt for such facilities. This is
likely to reduce the pressure on
the family, give comfort to the
person, and protect the family
members and immediate
neighbourhood,” said the

guidelines issued by the Union
Health Ministry on Friday.
It said that the owners of
these facilities can host patients
who do not have requisite
facilities at home or want to
avoid homes to ensure that
their family members do not
get infected with the virus.
However, the tariff for the
accommodation and services
will be fixed in consultation
with the State Governments/
UTs, say the guidelines.
Though the move is also
expected to boost revenue
scope to the battered hotel

industry amid Covid-scare, it
comes with lots of responsibilities on the owners of such
facilities. It will be their responsibility to provide doctor, fresh
foods and nurses, and trained
staff as per medical requirements, said an official from the
Ministry.
As per the Standard
Operating Procedure (SOP)
the quarantine and isolation
facility will not co-exist and the
facility owner will have a choice
to offer the facility for either of
the two.
Continued on Page 2
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he Supreme Court on
he Delhi Government on
T
Friday extended by three TFriday asked labs in the
months the time for comple- national Capital to give corona
tion of trial in the 1992 Babri
Masjid demolition case involving BJP veterans LK Advani,
MM Joshi and Uma Bharti and
said that judgment should be
delivered by August 31.
The SC asked special judge
SK Yadav to control the proceedings in accordance with
law so that the time-frame is no
longer breached. It indicated to
the special judge to avail the
facilities of video conferencing
to complete recording of evidences and hearing of applications that are filed during the
course of trial proceedings.
Continued on Page 2
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test reports within 24 hours
otherwise they cannot conduct testing.
“If due to any reason, there
is a delay, action will be taken
against them after 48 hours.
This has happened as some labs
were taking 10-15 days for
report,” Delhi Health Minister
Satyender Jain said.
While answering a query
about hiding Covid-19 patient
data, Jain explained that there
is no question of hiding any
data by the Delhi Government
because if someone tests positive, it should not be hidden.
Continued on Page 2
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Kailash-Mansarovar pilgrims
and border areas of
Uttrakhand, Defence Minister
Rajnath Singh on Friday inaugurated an 80-km road link
there by flagging off a convoy
of vehicles. The new road constructed by the Border Roads
Organisation (BRO) will
reduce the time of the holy
yatra by at least ten to 12 days
apart from giving a boost to
development in the region.
The important road link is
from Dharcula (Uttrakhand) to
Lipulekh (China border) in
Pithoragarh region.
Opening the road through
video-conferencing, Rajnath
said here the Centre and the
PM have a special vision for the
development of remote areas.
Continued on Page 2
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New Delhi: Booze lovers continued to throng liquor shops
in the city, even as the e-token
system introduced by the Delhi
Government could not fully
take off due to heavy traffic on
the designated website.
The government is also
considering options of contactless sale of liquor such as
through home delivery, during
the lockdown period, a senior
government official said.
The Supreme Court on
Friday asked states to consider non-direct contact or online
sales and home delivery of
liquor during the lockdown
period to prevent the spread of
coronavirus on account of
crowding at the shops.
A weblink for e-token system was launched on Thursday
by the government to bring
order at liquor shops witnessing huge crowds and violations
of social distancing norms during lockdown.
Delhi Home minister
Satyendar Jain said that there
were some issues with the site
that are being worked out.
"We have launched the e-

token service for buying liquor
from yesterday and there are
some issues with the site which
are being worked out," he told
reporters.
The government weblink
for geting e-tokens to buy
liquor got crashed repeatedly as
soon as it was launched on
Thursday evening due to
record traffic, said an official.
Many people who tried to
register for e-tokens met with
failures despite repeated
attempts. "I tried unsuccessfully to register for e-token and
spent over an hour on Thursday
but the site was crashed. I also
tried it in the night, but to no
avail," said a hospitality professional from Mayur Vihar.
Some buyers complained
that their e-token were for
advance dates.
"After trying for hours, I
finally registered for e-token on
my mobile phone around 2 am.
But, the time given for buying
liquor is Sunday afternoon,"
said a hardware engineer from
Preet Vihar. There were also
complaints of some persons
having valid e-token but find-

ing it difficult to get liquor due
to heavy crowd at shops.
An official, however, said
liquor shops had been asked for
separate queue of e-token holders.
A person may register on
the government weblink giving
details like mobile phone number and address and name of a
liquor shop. An e-token is sent
on the registered mobile number with specific time for buying liquor from the cited shop.
With the Centre allowing
relaxations under extended
lockdown to the states, the
Delhi government allowed sale
of liquor from 200 vends operated by its four corporations
earlier this week.
With huge crowds at the
liquor shops throwing social
distancing for a toss, the government raised liquor price
by 70 per cent of its maximum
retail price but the situation
remained more or less same.
Also, due to massive
crowds and fears of coronavirus
spread due to violations of
social distancing, only 50 of 200
shops could open.
PTI
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New Delhi: Pakistan has said
that water discharge in Chenab
river has come down significantly, a claim that has been
termed by India as "baseless
narrative".
In a letter to Indian
Commissioner Pradeep Kumar
Saxena sent on Wednesday, his
Pakistani counterpart Syed
Mohammed Meher Ali Shah
stated that the discharge at
Marala Headworks on Chenab,
which flows into Pakistan from
the Indian side, has unexpectedly reduced to 18,700 cusecs
from 31,853 cusecs.
He also asked Saxena to
look into the situation and
apprise him. The Indian
Commissioner for Indus Waters
termed the claim as "another
baseless narrative" by Pakistan
and said the matter has been
examined. "The discharges at
Akhnoor and Sidhra which are
the last gauge and discharge sites
on Chenab and Tawi rivers
respectively in India have been
found consistent and show no
significant variation during the
stated period," Saxena told PTI
on Friday. He added the same
response has been conveyed to

Pakistan advising it to get the
matter examined instead.
The Permanent Indus
Commission, formed under the
Indus Waters Treaty was signed
between India and Pakistan in
1960. Indus commissioners of
both the countries act as representatives of the respective governments for the treaty matters.
The treaty provides for both
the commissioners to meet at
least once every year, alternately in India and Pakistan.
It specifies that the waters of
three eastern rivers namely
Ravi, Beas and Sutlej, have been
allocated exclusively to India.
Of the total 168 million
acre-feet, India's share of water
from the three allotted rivers is
33 million acre-feet, which constitutes nearly 20 per cent. India
uses 93-94 per cent of water.
The western rivers, namely Indus, Chenab and Jhelum,
are allocated to Pakistan with
India given some rights like
agriculture, navigation, domestic use and also the unrestricted rights to develop hydroelectric power projects within the
specified parameters of design
and operations.
PTI
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Expressing grief over the
death of 16 migrant workers,
Maharashtra Chief Minister
Uddhav Thackeray announced
an ex-gratia of Rs 5 lakh to the
next of kin of the migrant
workers killed in the mishap.
“We are in touch with the
Centre to run more special
trains to take back migrant
workers to their home towns.
My request to workers not to
lose hope and patience by the
delay in the operation of special
trains,” the Chief Minister said.
“During the last three to
four days, migrant workers have
been heading for their native

?Vhc`RUScZ_Xd
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Singh said with the completion of this crucial road
link, the decades old dreams
and aspirations of local people
and pilgrims have been fulfilled. He expressed confidence
that local trade and economic
growth in the region would
receive a boost with the operationalisation of this roadway.
Recalling that pilgrimage
to Kailash-Manasarovar is
sacred and revered by Hindus,
Buddhists and Jains, the
Minister said with the completion of this road link, the
yatra could be completed in
one week compared to two-

town. So far, nearly one lakh
migrants have reached their
homes safely. We have planned
to send back all the stranded
migrant labourers to their native
villages. The Central Railway
has just taken a decision to send
a “Shramik Special” train from
Mumbai. My appeal to migrant
workers not to risk their lives as
they did in Aurangabad incident,” Uddhav said.
Condoling the death of 16
migrant workers from his State,
Madhya Pradesh Chief Minister
Shivraj Singh Chouhan said: “It
is a shock that cannot be
described in words. I have spoken to the Railway Minister and
asked for a proper probe and
remedial measures.”
three weeks it took earlier. The
road
originates
from
Ghatiabagarh and terminates at
Lipulekh Pass, the gateway to
Kailash-Mansarovar.
In this 80 kilometre road,
the altitude rises from 6,000 to
17,060 feet. With the completion of this project, the arduous
trek through treacherous highaltitude terrain can now be
avoided by the pilgrims of
Kailash-Mansarovar Yatra. At
present, the travel to KailashMansarovar takes around two
to three weeks through Sikkim
or Nepal routes. Lipulekh route
had a trek of 90 km through
high altitude terrain and the
elderly yatris faced lot of difficulties.
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A bench of Justices RF Nariman and Surya Kant,
Munde’s 70th birth anniversary by joining hands with
Earlier this week, two BSF personnel had succumbed to
hearing the matter through video conferencing, passed
Khadse, announcing her resignation from the party’s the viral infection.
the orders on receiving a letter from the special judge dR]V`W]Zbf`c
core group and daring the party leadership to sack her
Out of the 30 new cases of coronavirus infections in the
seeking extension of time granted to him for completing
from the party.
BSF, six are from Delhi and 24 from Tripura.
D4Rd\dDeReVd manner
the trial in the politically sensitive case.
Even Khadse has also made no bones about the
“All of them are under the best available medical care at
“Having taken the letter dated May 6, 2020, into
in which he has been sidelined in the party AIIMS Jhajjar and at G B Pant Hospital, Agartala. All instrucconsideration, we extend the period to complete evidence and deliver judgment till August 31, 2020. We
are cognizant of the fact that Shri Yadav is making all
efforts in order that the trial reaches a just conclusion.
However, given the original time frame and the
extended time frame, the effort must now be to complete the proceedings and deliver judgment latest by
August 31, 2020,” the bench said in its order.
On July 19 last year the top court had asked the special judge to deliver the verdict within nine months,
which was to end this April. The bench on Friday said
that despite nine months having expired from the aforesaid date (July 19), “we still find, on a perusal of the
letter dated May 6, 2020, written by Shri Yadav, Special
Judge that even the evidence is not yet completed”.
It said, “We may indicate that video conferencing
facilities are available and should be used by Shri Yadav
in order to complete all evidence as well as applications
that may be filed in that behalf. It is up to Shri Yadav
to control the proceedings in accordance with law so
that inordinate delay that is beyond the time frame that
we now give is no longer breached”. Besides Advani,
Joshi and Uma Bharti, the accused against whom conspiracy charge was invoked in the case by the Supreme
Court on April 19, 2017, include former Rajasthan governor Kalyan Singh, BJP MP Vinay Katiar and Sadhvi
Ritambara. Three other high-profile accused Giriraj
Kishore, and Vishwa Hindu Parishad leader Ashok
Singhal and Vishnu Hari Dalmia died during trial and
the proceedings against them have been abated.
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“The Delhi Govt has made
all arrangements for the
Indians arriving from abroad,”
Kejriwal tweeted.
All the arriving passengers
were put through screening
and triaging to find out any
infection of coronavirus. After
immigration and customs formalities, they headed towards
paid quarantine facilities where
they will spend 14 days, before
going home.
Nearly 20 buses, including
of DTC and neighbouring
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Solicitor General Tushar
Mehta told the bench, also
comprising Justices SK Kaul
and BR Gavai, that all the
stranded migrants are screened
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During the hearing, advocate Sai Deepak, appearing for
petitioner Guruswamy Nataraj,
argued that there are 70,000
liquor vends across the country and over five crore people
have till now purchased liquor
from these shops.
He said that due to social
distancing norms not being followed at the liquor vends and
shops, there has been rise in
Covid-19 cases. Deepak contended that the results, which
have been achieved in over a
month-long nationwide lockdown will be nullified as the
coronavirus graph, which was
earlier flattening, is now showing a sharp rise.
He sought issuance of fresh
MHA guidelines or directions
for prohibition of sale of liquor
at vends and shops through
direct contact during the lockdown period or till the National
Disaster
Management
Authority announces India to
be Covid-19 free.

on December 2 last year, after meeting BJP leader
Pankaja Munde, Khadse had made a shocking allegation after meeting her that Pankaja and his daughter Rohini Khadse in the recent State Assembly polls
were defeated due to a conspiracy hatched by some
party leaders. Meanwhile, all the four candidates nominated by the BJP filed their papers for the May 21
Council polls, on Friday. The last date of filing nominations is May 11. The biennial elections have been
necessitated by the retirement on April 24 of nine
members Neelam Diwakar Gorhe (Shiv Sena),
Hemant Prabhakar Takle, Anand Rajendra Thakur
(both NCP) Smita Uday Wagh, Prithviraj Sayajirao
Deshmukh (both BJP), Kiran Jagannath Pawaskar,
Arunbhau Janardan Adasad (both NCP), Chandrakant
Batesing Raghuvanshi (Congress) and Harisingh
Narsu Rathod (BJP).
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CBSE will announce a detailed
schedule of the exams shortly. The
CBSE board exams in India and
abroad were held till March 18
after which the nationwide lockdown was announced on March
25. The exams for over 80 subjects

tions and directions of Ministry of Health and Family Welfare
(MoHFW) are strictly being followed,” a Border Security Force
(BSF) spokesperson said.
Frequencies of sanitization efforts of work places/living
barracks have been increased. In addition to existing apparatus of sanitization, improvised methods like water cannons
are used for quick disinfection of buildings and establishments.
BSF personnel are repeatedly sensitized to firmly adhere to
preventive protocols, added the spokesperson.
In the Indo Tibetan Border Police (ITBP), 12 new cases
of Covid-19 infections were reported in the last 24 hours. All
cases are from units in Delhi. With this the total number of
cases in ITBP ranks sands at 94. Covid-19 infection management of four ITBP personnel is being done at AIIMS,
Jhajjar, Haryanam two at Safdarjung Hospital here and 88 are
admitted at CAPF Referral Hospital, Greater Noida which is
also managing 15 BSF and one each from CISF and CRPF.

were still pending.
The CBSE has now decided
that exams will be held only for 29
main subjects, in order to speed up
the evaluation process and complete the examination formalities
to enable students to apply for
admission to colleges and universities. “The examinations to be
held will include 12 subjects pending for class XII students across the

country while the tests will be
scheduled for class X only in
North-East Delhi where the papers
got postponed due to wide-spread
violence in February,” said a HRD
Ministry official.
The CBSE’s board exam
schedule will be a factor in the
entrance exam dates in order to
make it convenient for class XII
students to appear for them.

States of Uttar Pradesh,
Haryana and Punjab, were
deployed at IGI airport for carrying people to quarantine
facilities.
Srinagar
Deputy
Commissioner Shahid Iqbal
Chaudhary also expressed his
gratitude to the Indian High
Commission in Dhaka for the
“tremendous efforts” in getting
these students home.
“Profound gratitude to Indian
High Commission @ihcdhaka
for tremendous efforts. More
to follow. For convenience of
students -- bulk tickets next,”
Chaudhary said in a tweet.

Sources said 27 flights will
take off from the Gulf region
next week with 11 from UAE
(including the two that have
already landed), five from
Saudi Arabia, five from
Kuwait, two from Bahrain,
two from Qatar and two from
Oman.
From the neighbourhood,
seven flights will take off from
Bangladesh (including the one
that has already landed) carrying passengers bound for
Srinagar, Delhi, Mumbai and
Chennai.
Similarly, sources said 14
flights are scheduled to bring

Indians from South-East Asia,
with five flights each from
Singapore (including the one
that has already landed) and
the Philippines and four from
Malaysia.
Seven flights have been
allotted for evacuation of
Indians from four airports in
the US -- New York,
Washington DC, Chicago and
San Francisco. Another seven
flights have been assigned for
passengers in London in the
UK.
Sources said Indian
nationals are expected to land
at 14 airports across India in

ten flights arriving in Delhi,
nine in Hyderabad, nine in
Kochi, four in Kozhikode, one
in Trivandrum, one in Kannur,
nine in Chennai, one in Trichy,
five in Ahmadabad, four in
Mumbai, three in Srinagar,
four in Bengaluru, one in
Lucknow and one in Amritsar.
Sources said, 67,833
requests for repatriation have
been registered. These include,
requests from 34 per cent of all
22,470 students, 30 per cent of
all 15,815 migrant workers,
9,250 short-term visa holders
faced with expiry of visas,
5,531 with medical emergency

or seeking treatment for terminal illness, 4,147 tourists
stranded abroad, 3,041 pregnant women and the elderly
and 1,112 of those required to
return due to death of a family member.
The largest number of
requests came from Indian
nationals of Kerala with 25,246
applications, followed by Tamil
Nadu (6,617), Maharashtra
(4,341), Uttar Pradesh (3,715),
Rajasthan (3,320), Telangana
(2,796), Karnataka (2,786),
Andhra Pradesh (2,445),
Gujarat (2,330) and Delhi
(2,232).

while boarding the trains and
only those who are found
asymptomatic are allowed to
proceed.
Mehta referred to the April
29 order of the Ministry of
Home Affairs and the guidelines issued thereafter as per
which moving persons would
be screened and those found

asymptomatic would be
allowed to proceed.
“We are of the view that
the order of the Government
of India dated April 29, 2020
provides ample protection. It
appears that before the High
Court the order of the
Government of India dated
April 29, 2020 and the guide-

lines were neither brought
into the notice nor were under
challenge,” the bench said in its
order.
“In view of the aforesaid,
we stay the interim order dated
May 7, 2020. We further clarify that the stranded migrants
shall be dealt with as per the
order/guidelines of the
Government of India dated
April 29 read with the guidelines dated May 1 issued
thereunder
by
the
Government of India,
Ministry of Home Affairs,” the
bench said.
In its appeal filed in the
apex court, the Centre has
said, “The high court, by way
of the impugned order, has
without hearing the Union of
India, has passed an interim
order mandating the Covid-19
testing of every migrant before
boarding the conveyance.”
The plea added that the
order may have a “cascading
effect” on the migrants of
other states as well.
It claimed that the order,
“apart from being unworkable”, failed to notice the stan-

dard operating procedure
already being followed by the
Centre and the state governments.
“It is humbly submitted
that impugned order clearly
impinges upon the executive
domain and creates an unreasonable and impossible to perform pre-condition on part of
the governments and the
migrants workers who wish to
travel back to their native
places,” it said, adding, the high
court order ignores the nature
of pandemic and the “delicate
handling of the situation by the
executive, after consideration
of all possible factors.”
The appeal said that the
Centre, in conjunction with the
state governments, is taking all
possible precautions at the
stage of boarding, during travel, after de-boarding and subsequent quarantine.
The Centre has told the
apex court that after completion of a strict 40 day lockdown, in which no inter-state
travel of any kind was permitted, a decision was taken that
migrant workers, pilgrims,

tourists, students and other
persons stranded at different
places would be allowed to
travel back to their native
places.
It said the Centre, in conjunction with the state governments, has taken all possible precautionary steps to
make sure that travel of
migrants does not result in the
spread of Covid-19.
The appeal, which sought
setting aside of the high court
order, said that ‘Shramik special’ trains have been started
and till now, a total of 162
trains have originated.
Social activist Narayan
Chandra Jena had written a letter to the Orissa High Court on
May 1 seeking judicial intervention for ensuring that coronavirus infected migrant workers are not allowed to enter the
state by the state government.
The letter was later converted into a PIL on May 4.
Following the high court’s
order, three trains, which were
to bring stranded people to
Odisha from Surat in Gujarat,
were cancelled yesterday.
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Tamil Nadu had earlier
dropped out of the top five list
but a recent surge in new
infections has put it among the
top five once again.
The top five States together account for 75 per cent of the
active cases nationally, and the
top ten states account for 94 per
cent of all cases.
Over the past seven days,
Punjab, Tamil Nadu, and
Maharashtra have seen the
highest spike in cases among
the top ten states with most
cases. These three States
account for 75 per cent of all
the new active cases in this
period. Over the same period,
fatalities have surged the most
in West Bengal, Gujarat, and
Rajasthan. These three States
account for 50 per cent of all
Covid-related deaths over the
past seven days. So far, 512 districts have confirmed cases in
the country. Mumbai (11,394
cases) has reported the most
number of cases nationally
among all districts, followed by
Ahmedabad (5,260) in Gujarat.
Chennai (3046) in Tamil Nadu,
Pune (2,129) in Maharashtra
are the other leading districts.
These top five districts now
account for 42 per cent of
confirmed cases in the country.
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All the evacuees will have to serve 14 days quarantine/isolation period before they can go and join their family members.
The occupant at the hotel facility shall only be kept
in an isolation facility, if the cases are clinically assessed
to be pre-symptomatic or very mild.
Such facility that opts for isolation will have separate
earmarked areas for keeping suspect cases and confirmed
cases and will ensure no inter-mingling of these two categories, as per the guidelines.
The contact/patient opting for such quarantine/isolation facility will have to give an undertaking promising such as downloading of Arogya Setu, the Government
app to keep a track on his/her health status.
Also, owner will have to ensure that the quarantined/isolated persons are not allowed to meet visitors
though they can talk on phone, said the official pointing
out the need for implementing social distancing norms.
The facility owner will give an undertaking to follow
the above SOP and to have adequate manpower including the above mentioned health workers as per the prescribed protocol.
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“Once the reports come, the
hospitals have to inform the
Government. Across the
world, we are witnessing that
the frontline workers are more
vulnerable to this infection
but in Delhi, the situation is
better,” he said.
Jain said, “All these predictions are made by doctors
and scientists. Earlier also
cases were predicted, but the
cases are lesser than what we
predicted. If they say Covid19 cases will reach their peak
in June, it might happen as

patterns of other countries are
also similar.” The Delhi
Government is also releasing the
Tablighi Jamaat members from
quarantine centres after they
overstayed their allotted quota.
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special train carrying nearly 1,200 migrant labourers
A
departed from New Delhi
Railway station to Muzaffarpur,
Bihar on Friday.
The Delhi Government
ensured safe travel, social distancing, food and water for all
the passengers.
"The train carrying 1,200
migrant labourers left for
Muzaffarpur, Bihar today. The
Arvind Kejriwal Government
will bear their full travel cost,"
tweeted Cabinet Minister
Gopal Rai.
The Delhi Government is
working round the clock to
ensure safe travel for all the
stranded workers.
The Government has made
lists of these stranded people
and already shared with their
home States. There are many
States who have not yet
responded on the matter of
bearing costs, therefore, the
Delhi Government has decided that if the home States do not
respond the Delhi Government
will bear the travel cost of
these stranded workers.
According to officials,
Government has arranged sev-

eral buses to bring these workers from shelters across Delhi.
Teams of doctors were appointed to screen them and after
thorough checkup, medical
certificate was issued to each

one of them. “The state administration ensured today's lunch
along with food and water for
the train journey,” official said.
All the people were given
food packets to eat during the

travel by train along with dry
fruits, biscuits, banana and
water bottles.
Social distancing is key to
combat Covid-19 pandemic.
To ensure the social dis-

tancing the Delhi Government
permitted only 12 people on a
bus while taking the migrant
workers to the railway station.
Thermal screening of the passengers was also done before

boarding the bus.
The Delhi Government also
appointed civil defence volunteers at each of these buses.
The volunteers distributed
masks to every passenger and
instructed them to ensure
social distancing.
The volunteers also asked
them to wash their hands from
time to time. Medical certificate
and tickets were given to the
passengers after they reached
the railway station.
The Delhi Government
has decided to bear the cost of
train travel of the migrant
workers if their home States do
not respond on the matter of
bearing their travel cost.
As per current guidelines,
the Central Government and the
home state of the migrant workers should bear the cost of their
travel. The Delhi Government
has already reached out to the
respective States with the list of
migrant workers stranded in
Delhi. Most of these States are
yet to respond on the matter of
bearing the travel costs of these
stranded people, therefore, the
Government has taken the decision to bear the cost to avoid any
further inconvenience to stranded workers.
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30-year-old man was
A
allegedly thrashed by a
policeman for "hugging people"
in Southwest Delhi's Sagarpur
area. Meanwhile, police said
they have suspended the police
personnel and a departmental
enquiry has also been initiated
against him.
A video of the incident also
went viral on social media
sites. In the video, a policeman
can be seen attacking the man,
who was sitting in the middle
of a road, with a stick.
"When the man tries to
walk away, the locals joined the
policeman and hit the victim
with sticks again. When a
passerby enquires, a man says
that he was hugging people in
the park," as per video.
The victim was later identified as Imran, a resident of
Sagarpur in southwest Delhi.
According to the family
members, Imran went to a
mosque on Wednesday. "Imran
then went to his elder sister's

house, who also lives in the
same locality and the incident
took place when Imran was
returning home" said one of the
family member of Imran.
Narrating the incident he
said when Imran was returning home, he saw police near
the park. "He got scared and
started running as he thought
he was violating the lockdown. The policeman followed him and attacked for
spreading coronavirus. People
also joined him in attacking
Imran. Imran doesn’t have
Coronavirus, but even if he
did, police should have taken
him to hospital for the treatment and informed us," he
added.
According to police said
the officer has been identified.
"The policeman, who is seen in
the video, has been identified
as a constable posted at
Sagarpur police station. He
has been suspended and a
departmental enquiry against
him is underway," said a senior
police official.
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that on the basis the negative
line on the PM-UDAY portal,” advised to file their replies advised to strictly adhere to the
g`hVUe`aRjcVefc_VVd¶WRcV
online itself, it said, adding that social distancing norms and
reports of 46 staff received
it said in a statement.
the past many years are also
DDA had started providing they can correct or update take other necessary precauwo healthcare workers, earlier, they have been asked to
ore than 2.57 lakh resitions prescribed,” it said.
rushing to go back by the first Tincluding a gynaecologist report back on duty. “They all Mdents of unauthorised complete online service under their applications on-line.
The civic body said that the
The processing centers
elhi Congress has written to available ‘Shramic’ Special train of Bara Hindu Rao Hospital were placed under home quar- colonies in the national Capital PM-UDAY scheme for granttested positive for coronavirus, antine after one of the doctor have registered on PM-UDAY ing the ownership rights to the (Dwarka, Pitampura, Hauz execution of authorization slip
Chief Minister Arvind or by bus,” he said.
D
Kumar has requested taking the total workers infect- at the hospital tested positive,” portal to get ownership rights. residents of 1,731 unautho- Khas and Laxmi Nagar) are or conveyance deed of all
Kejriwal seeking his intervention
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in the early return of Delhi's
labourers to their native places.
In the letter to Chief
Minister and Delhi Chief
Secretary, the Congress Delhi
unit president Chaudhary Anil
Kumar has sought details of
scheduled plan for sending
migrant labourers back to their
native places due to the Covid19 lockdown.
Incidentally, the party has
decided to pay train or buses
fare for migrants who want to
return back to their home.
The Congress party has
received 2,106 forms filled by
migrant labour who want to go
back to their home States.
Kumar said as per the direction of Congress president Sonia
Gandhi, the Congress party will
bear the train or bus fares of
these migrant labourers if the
Delhi Government and the
Railways are not footing their
travel and meals expenses.
“The Delhi Congress has
received around 2,106 forms
from the migrant labourers
who want to go back, which
was also enclosed along with
his letter. The condition of the
migrant labourers is so pathetic that even those people who
have been living in Delhi for

Kejriwal to give details of the
steps being taken by the Delhi
Government for the travel
arrangements of the migrant
labourers and the name of the
nodal officer so that Delhi
Congress can give appropriate
directions to the migrant
labourers, who are in touch
with the DPCC office, Rajiv
Bhawan, for their travel to
their native places.
Accusing the Government
of not drawing up any road map
for the transportation of
migrant labourers to help them
reaching their homes, he said
the Congress party came forward to help them to help
them back home.
He wondered whether the
move to open liquor outlets was
taken under pressure from the
liquor cartel. “The Kejriwal
Government has not announced
any relief for the people through
measures like waiving off of
water and power charges and
school fees,” he added.
Kumar said that due to the
mismanagement by the
Government, the common
people, small shop keepers,
daily wage earners, low-salaried
people are in deep distress and
desperation.
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he Delhi Police has arrested
three men while one juveT
nile has been apprehended for
allegedly robbing five labourers
near railway crossing Prem
Nagar who were going to catch
a train from national Capital's
Old Delhi Railway Station.
The accused have been
identified as Amar (22), a resident of Baljeet Nagar, Sonu
(21), a resident of Pandav
Nagar and Arjun (21), a resident of Prem Nagar.
According to a senior
police official, on Wednesday
around 3 am, five labourers,
natives of Chhapra district in
Bihar, were robbed near railway
crossing in Prem Nagar area.

"The victims used to work
in a factory in Mayapuri area
and were going via railway
track to Old Delhi Railway station to catch a train for their
native place," the senior police
officer said. "The victims told
police that four accused robbed
them at knife point near railway fatak, Prem Nagar. When
the robbers were trying to flee,
the victims followed them and
caught hold one of the accused
persons Amar," said police
official privy to investigation.
"On Amar's instance, three
other persons, including a juvenile, were nabbed. Police have
recovered stolen mobile
phones, cash with purses and
documents from the possession
of the accused," he said.
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he office of Food Supplies
and Consumer Affairs has
T
written to the Director of
Directorate of Information and
Publicity, asking it to follow
order given by the High Court
in the case titled as Delhi RoziRoti Adhikar Abhiyan Vs Union
of India and others.
"The GNCTD shall furthermore, widely publicise and
circulate the information qua
the compliance of the directions
issued hereinabove, both
through the print and elec-

tronic media, on a daily basis,"
it said in the letter.
"The GNCTD is also directed to immediately place on
their official website, as well as,
publicise through the print and
electronic media, grievance
helpline numbers, so as to
enable members of the public,
who may be aggrieved qua the
lack of distribution of the food
grains, to seek redressal of their
grievances by contacting the
nodal officers appointed for
the said purpose, whose details
shall also be placed in the public domain forthwith,” it added.

ed of Covid- 19 in hospitals run
by north Corporation to 15.
A senior Corporation official said that 10 healthcare
staff in Hindu Rao and five in
Kasturba have come positive.
“All contact tracing is done and
they have been sent on home
quarantine. The hospital
premises were sanitised,” he
said.
The official further said

he said.
The national Capital has
reported 5,980 cases of Covid19, of which 1,931 people have
been cured, but 66 lost their
lives.
The 980-bed Hindu Rao is
largest hospital run by the
north Corporation. The hospital had to be closed for a day
after the first Covid-19 case was
reported on April 25.
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urugram reported 9 more
coronavirus positive cases
G
on Friday. The situation is
alarming here with 65 cases
reported a week ago and now
the tally has zoomed up to 126
on Friday. The Gurugram district reported 74 Covid-19 cases
in the past eight days.
The total coronavirus cases
are 126 in Gurugram, including
52 who were cured and discharged from hospitals. While
75 are undergoing treatment.
Gurugram Civil Surgeon
JS Punia said that 20 of them are
wholesale vegetable dealers in
Khandsa Anaj Mandi, who have
direct contacts with the
Azadpur vegetables and fruits
wholesale market.
Earlier, nine wholesalers or
their employees in the same
market-tested positive and have
been hospitalised.
The affected areas were
sealed
by
Municipal
Corporation of Gurugram
(MCG) and health officials have
initiated the sanitation works.
After corona patients were
found for the first time in
Khandsa market on May 3, it
was shut for the next five days.
Due to this, the city is facing
acute shortage of vegetables
and fruits. The official said that

65 persons are under quarantine
after they returned from other
States. "All of them are isolated
at different Government, ESI
and private hospitals. Their
family members are also put
under home quarantine. The
health officials are making
efforts to identify others who
were infected after coming in
contact with them," Punia said.
Meanwhile, the official upscale Vipul Belmonte residential
complex at Golf Course road
was sealed after the emergence
of two Covid-19 cases on
Thursday. The patients, a senior
citizen couple, underwent
Covid-19 test after the wife got
a fever. The husband had recently visited the Azadpur vegetable and fruit wholesale market in Delhi.
Earlier The district administration Gurugram had issued
an order to relax lockdown
norms in the district starting
from May 4. As per the order
people in the district can move
anywhere within the district
from 7.00 am to 7.00 pm.
After 7 pm and up to 7 am
the following morning, Nobody
allowed to move, even with a
pass, except for medical and
essential services.Also, the people of the Containment zones
will not be allowed to come out.
The Gurugram district now
has 24 containment zones.
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New Delhi: AAP legislator
Prakash Jarwal has moved an
anticipatory bail in a Delhi
court in connection with a
case pertaning to a doctor’s
suicide in the national Capital
in April. The Rouse Avenue
court will hear the matter on
May 11.
On April 18, Delhi Police
had booked Jarwal and his
supporter Kapil Nagar and
others on charges of issuing
death threats and abetment to
suicide after Dr Rajinder Singh
was found dead in his house
and the names of both was
allegedly found mentioned in
his suicide note.
Dr Rajinder Singh, a private practitioner in Durgapuri

area in south Delhi, was
involved in supply of Delhi Jal
Board water through tankers
since 2007. The bereaved family had claimed that the
accused had got Dr Rajinder’s
tankers removed from water
supply service and also prevented clearance of dues of a
large sum of money from the
Jal Board.
In his application for anticipatory bail, Jarwal submitted
that he will cooperate with the
police in the investigation of
the case, as and when called. He
also pleaded that there was no
reason to subject him to custodial interrogation. The FIR
was lodged on a complaint by
the doctor''s son.
SR

Delhi
Development
Authority (DDA) has requested the residents who have not
yet registered on the portal to
do it as soon as possible. “At
least 70,000 registrants have
also got the GIS mapping of
their properties done through
the empanelled GIS agencies.
65,000 residents, who have got
their GIS survey ID, should file
their detailed application on-

rised colonies.
In order to continue the
services during the Covid-19
Lockdown period, backend
scrutiny of applications will be
carried out as the scheme is
totally online. Online
Deficiency Memo (DM) will be
issued, if any deficiency is
noticed, it added.
Applicants who receive
online deficiency memos are

actively working during the
lockdown period, which will
continue in future as well.
“DDA is going to resume
inspections of properties by
Surveyors shortly except in
the Covid-19 Containment
Zones. The surveyors will contact the applicants in advance
and will visit the properties of
the willing applicants only.
The surveyors have been

mature cases will also be started shortly. “The officials of processing centers have been
advised to take all precautionary measures in the wake of
Covid-19. The number of visitors will be scheduled according to the space and facilities
available in each processing
center so that the social distancing norms can be strictly
adhered to,” it added.
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has identified four dedicated COVID-19 hospitals at
Iasndia
many high-load Covid-19
cities to be a part of “Solidarity”,
the
World
Health
Organisation’s (WHO) international clinical trial to help
find an effective treatment for
novel coronavirus.
These hospitals are AIIMS
in Jodhpur, Apollo Hospital in
Chennai, B J Medical College
and Civil Hospital in
Ahmedabad and Chirayu
Medical College and Hospital
in Bhopal.
Under the trial, the effectiveness of four drugs and
standard care on coronavirus
patients will be compared. The
four-drug regimes that will be
tested on Covid-19 patients
under the Solidarity Trial are Remdesivir,
Lopinavir,
Hydroxychloroquine or
Chloroquine and Interferon.
The international clinical
trial has been launched by the
WHO and its partners to help
find an effective treatment for
Covid-19. India is among 100
other countries participating in
the trial.
“The Solidarity Trial will
compare four treatment
options against standard of
care, to assess their relative
effectiveness against Covid19,” according to the world
health agency.
It aims to rapidly discover
whether any of the drugs in the
trial slows down disease progression or improves survival.
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OVID-19 patients show
loss of the sense of smell,
a symptom which is most likely to occur by the third day of
infection with the novel virus,
according to researchers.
Most of these patients are
also experiencing a loss of the
sense of taste, they said in their
study after conducting characteristics and symptoms of
103 patients who were diagnosed with COVID-19 over a
six-week
period
at
Kantonsspital Aarau in Aarau,
Switzerland.
Patients were asked on
phone how many days they
had COVID-19 symptoms and
also asked to describe the timing and severity of loss or
reduced sense of smell along
with other symptoms.
At least 61 per cent of the
patients reported reduced or
lost sense of smell, said Ahmad
Sedaghat, an associate profes-

C

The trial has patients enrolled
in multiple countries. “Other
drugs can be added based on
emerging evidence,” it says.
A scientist from the ICMR
said that the research wing
body plans “to initiate the trial
at 20-25 clinical trial sites in
many states across the country”.
“These sites are in various

sor in the UC College of
Medicine's Department of
Otolaryngology-Head and
Neck Surgery and an UC
Health physician specializing
in diseases of the nose and
sinuses, who was the principal
investigator of the study.
The mean onset for reduction or loss in the sense of smell
was 3.4 days.
The findings have been
published in the journal
Otolaryngology-Head and
Neck Surgery. The first author
of the research was Marlene
Speth, at the Switzerland hospital.
"We also found in this
study that the severity of the
loss of smell is correlated with
how bad your other COVID19 symptoms will be," said
Sedaghat. "If the anosmia, also
known as loss of smell, is
worse, the patients reported
worse shortness of breath and
more severe fever and cough."
Sedaghat explained that,
stages of being approved. The
sites require approval from
their institutional ethics committees, and have to be trained
and updated with the Drug
Controller General of India
(DCGI) and Clinical Trials
Registry-India (CTRI). Some
sites are already registered,
some are close to registration,

"Our study indicates that a
decreased sense of smell may
be an indicator of patients
early in the disease course as
well as those who may go on to
develop more severe symptoms, like shortness of breath,
later on.”
He cautioned that while
the loss of smell is an indicator of COVID-19, it's not the
only factor. "When you start to
experience serious symptoms
of COVID-19 which include
shortness of breath and respiratory distress, that's when
you should become alarmed."
The study also found that
younger patients and women
in the study were also more
likely to experience a
decreased loss of smell, said
Sedaghat.
Also, about 50 per cent of
study patients experienced a
stuffy nose and 35 per cent
experienced a runny nose.
Sedaghat said it was important
because previous studies indiand many more are in the
process of obtaining approval
from their ethics committee,”
said the scientist.
She said that India will be
testing all the four treatment
options. Remdesivir, which is
exclusively manufactured by
Gilead in the US, and
Interferon beta-1a, “have been

cated that these nasal symptoms were rare in COVID-19
and these symptoms were
attributed to allergy and not
the novel coronavirus.
"No one is going to die
because of a loss of the sense
of smell and it's not the symptom that will kill anyone,"
said Sedaghat. "However, it is
important because it helps us
to identify these COVID-19
patients as asymptomatic carriers so they don't spread the
disease to others. Now we can
potentially identify them early
during the disease to start
antiviral medications and ultimately maximize our ability to
effectively treat these patients."
Other co-authors of the
study included Isabelle
Gengler, UC Department of
Otolaryngology-Head and
Neck Surgery, along with
Thirza Singer-Cornelius,
Michael Oberle, and Steffi
Brockmeier, all from
Kantonsspital Aarau.
donated by WHO for trial in
India.”
“All four treatments will be
tested. Patients who are willing
to participate and provide their
informed consent will be allotted randomly, through a computer programme, to any one
of the four treatment options,”
she added.
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Council for Scientific and
Industrial Research (CSIR) to
conduct clinical trial on drugs
- 'favipiravir' and 'phytopharmaceutical' - to combat coronavirus.
Favipiravir is a drug which
is commonly used in Japan,
China and some other countries, to treat influenza that has
a very broad spectrum of RNA
polymerase.
The CSIR is also exploring Cocculus Hirsutus, a
native herb used by tribes in
the country, as a biological
medicine or phytopharmaceutical, which is already
being tested as medicine for
dengue for its efficacy to

combat COVID-19.
CSIR Director General
Shekhar Mande said that they
will start the clinical trial
within a week.
In May 2016, Sun Pharma
and International Centre for
Genetic engineering and
Biotechnolog y (ICGEB),
Delhi, had signed an exclusive
agreement to develop the
novel botanical drug for treatment against dengue.
According to CSIR scientists, the antiviral properties
of the medicine have been
found to be effective against
vector-borne dengue disease
as part of the initial stages of
human trials.
"We are already testing
the efficacy of this medicine
against dengue and it is in the
advanced stage in phase-II
human trials. The mecha-

nisms of treatment are similar," Mande said.
Phytopharmaceutical is
essentially a herbal medicine
extracted from plants. It is a
cocktail of different compounds but has a biological
origin from a plant. In the
United States, the Food and
Drug Administration (FDA)
terms it botanical, however, in
India the DCGI calls it phytopharmaceutical.
Talking about Favipiravir,
he said it is a safe drug and its
trial is expected to be completed in about one and a half
month. "If the tests are successful with the expected
results, then this drug will be
available soon at affordable
prices. A big reason for this is
that Favipiravir is an old medicine the patent of which has
now expired," he said.

Chloroquine and hydroxychloroquine are very closely
related and used to treat malaria and rheumatology conditions respectively. The ICMR
has authorised hydroxychloroquine as prophylaxis (preventive treatment), recommending
it for healthcare workers and
those taking care of COVID-19
patients at home.
Remdesivir is a drug with

antiviral properties that was
manufactured by a US-based
biotechnology company in
2014, to treat Ebola cases; it was
also tried in patients of MERS
and SARS, both caused by
coronaviruses while Lopinavir/
Ritonavir is a licensed treatment for HIV. India first used
the Lopinavir/ Ritonavir combination for treatment of an
Italian couple who tested pos-

itive in Rajasthan. Interferon
beta-1a is used to treat multiple sclerosis.
“By enrolling patients in
multiple countries, the
Solidarity trial aims to rapidly
discover whether any of the
drugs slow disease progression
or improve survival. Other
drugs can be added based on
emerging evidence,” as per the
WHO website.

he Drug Controller
General of India (DGCI)
T
has given green signal to the
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harting out several suggestions for the Centre,
C
former Congress chief Rahul
Gandhi on Friday said the
Government needs to spell out
a strategy to exit the national
lockdown,
immediately
announce a financial package
and implement a decentralised
approach to deal with the
socio-economic fallout of the
covid-19 pandemic.
Rahul also stated the country needed not just a "strong
PM" but also "strong Chief
Ministers". The country would
lose the coroanavirus fight if it
was restricted only to the PM's
Office, he said.
"If we keep this fight only
in PMO, we will lose; PM
must devolve power," the
Congress leader said in a video
interaction with the media.
Prime Minister Narendra
Modi, he said, had a style of
working and that "may be
effective" in other circum-

stances.
"It may work for him, but
when the country is facing
such an unprecedented crisis,
we don't need just one strong
PM... we need many, many
strong leaders, strong CMs
(Chief Ministers) and strong
DMs (District Magistrates).
We need a strong patriotic
Indian leader at the panchayat level, district level, state
level... we need to tackle the
problem and finish it at a local
level, not at the national level,"
he said.
"We have been 45 days in
lockdown now and we are
beginning to run in a little bit
of problem. There is a very
strong feeling that we need to,
without any delay, get package
for MSMEs (micro, small and
medium enterprises), get
money in the hand of poor
Indians and have a strategy for
migrants as well as start preparing for exit from lockdown,"
Rahul Gandhi said in video
press conference.

His comments come at a
time when states have been
demanding a relief and stimulus package to mitigate the
economic damage caused by
the most stringent lockdown in
the world. India is now in the
third phase of the nationwide
lockdown, which started on 25
March.
"The Government’s general style is to not engage with
opposition and we have accepted that. We are doing what is
our work. We feel four or five
things are immediately needed
including a financial package,
we have made a clear framework for MSMEs and income
support and suggesting 200
days of work under MGNREGS (Mahatma Gandhi
Employment Guarantee
Scheme)," he said.
Rahul also said states,
including those ruled by the
BJP, face financial distress and
need immediate central government intervention. He
added that the pandemic

requires a ‘psychological
change’ among the citizens for
which Prime Minister
Narendra Modi has to take
lead.
"We simply cannot continue without providing support
to people who are suffering
because of the lockdown. A
lockdown brings a psychological change. It is not an on-off
switch. Currently, the people
are very scared of this disease,
so we are going to have to make
psychological changes in the
minds of the people. The government, if it wants to open up,
has to turn this fear into a sense
of confidence," he added.
"We are in an emergency
and idea of injecting a sum of
Rs 7500 directly into hands of
poor is critical," Rahul said in
response to question from
media.
As far as decentralisation is
concerned, Rahul Gandhi said
Modi needs to trust state chief
ministers and they should be
able to trust their subordinates. He added that the classification of zones (in green,
orange and red) too should
happen in consultation with
chief minsters and district
magistrates (DMs).
For example, the grading of
red, orange and green had
been done at the national level,
but should have been done at
the level of the DM as they have
the most ground information,
he said and advising the PM to
talk to Chief Ministers more

often, and as a colleague, not as
a boss.
He also said massive transition was needed and coordination between the government and states, and the government and the people.
To a question about the
state of migrants stranded by
the lockdown, either forced to
survive without jobs, shelter
and food or walking hundreds
of km with their families, Rahul
said this was "not the time to
criticise the Government" on
the crisis.
"Our supply chain and the
health system of red, orange
and green is clashing. The
migrants and the poor need
money immediately. The
MSME need money immediately, otherwise the lack of
jobs will become a tsunami,"
said the Congress leader.
To another question on
whether his conversations with
Raghuram Rajan, Abhijit
Banerjee and others were part
of a bigger strategy, Rahul said:
"I speak to a lot of people. A lot
of conversations are interesting.
I thought I would like to give
a glimpse of these conversations to the people of India.
There is no other strategy."
On the possibility of his
comeback as president of the
grand old party, the Gandhi
scion ruled out returning as
Congress president, a post he
gave up last year after his party
was pulverised in the national
election.
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escribing Congress leader
D
Rahul Gandhi’s comment
asking the Modi-Government to
be “transparent” about its strategy to counter coronavirus postMay 17 and “devolve power” to
States as “immature” and “illinformed”, the BJP on Friday said
that the Prime Minister
Narendra Modi has been taking
suggestions from all the Chief
Ministers and quoted Nobel laureate Abhijit Banerjee as praising the Centre’s direct money
transfer to poor who may be
facing problems during the
ongoing lockdown in the country.
Seeking Rahul to act with
"wisdom and practicality" and
"fight the biggest calamity in
human history under the able
guidance" of Narendra Modi,
BJP spokesperson and Rajya
Sabha member Sudhanshu
Trivedi said Government is
working in “full harmony” with
the States and Prime Minister
has consulted representatives of
almost all sectors in the country,
including trade, business, art ,
sports or religion.
Trevedi said the best example of freedom accorded to
states to act in the pandemic is

that even before the announcement of the lockdown by the
Centre on March 24 four states
-Punjab, Odisha, Telangana,
Maharashtra- had declared lockdown in their respective States.
"Ever youthful Congress
leader who is about to complete
a half century now at least
should have some wisdom and
practicality", Trivedi said referring to Rahul’s comment on
transparency and devolution of
power to the states in respect of
devising strategies in respect to
the pandemic.
He said the Modi
Government has been very
much receptive to suggestions
from the opposition but it should
be constructive and added that
it is very typical and characteristic of Gandhi to speak before
media without studying facts.
The Government has
already announced a relief package of C1.7 lakh crore and has
also ensured money in the hands
of the poor through direct benefit transfer to help them tide
over difficulties during the coronavirus crisis, he said, responding to Gandhi's demands of a
special package and cash transfer to the poor. Nobel laureate
Abhijit Banerjee has also praised
the direct money transfer, he

said.
In his recent talk with the
Congress leader, Banerjee had
noted that the issues facing
migrants should be handled by
local authorities, Trivedi said. He
added "It's not time to create
controversy directly or indirectly. Instead it is time for cooperation and he should try to fight
the biggest calamity in the
human history under the able
guidance of our Modi."
BJP spokesman said India is
the only country where there are
attacks on health and security
personnel for which the government had to bring an ordinance to tackle such crimes, he
said, adding that there is an effort
to “communalise” the issue, with
international agencies being
approached to criticise the central government. Trivedi was
apparently referring to the allegations that right-wing activists
have targeted Muslims for the
spread of coronavirus. Congress,
he said has no words to offer on
this issue.
Rahul Gandhi had earlier
said that the Government needs
to tell the people about its strategy to open up the country as
well as the economy after the
Covid-19 lockdown ends on
May 17.
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he Environment Ministry
is reportedly set to issue a
T
notification that is likely to do
away with the mandatory use
of washed coal in power stations located beyond 500 KM
from coal supplying mines. If
done, it would not only clear
the last hurdle in the implementation of a new technology called flue gas desulfurisation (FGD) but also renege
on one of its own reforms.
Through a January 2014
notification, the Ministry had
made it mandatory for use of
washed coal having ash content of 34 percent or more for
use in power stations located
beyond 500 KM from coal
supplying mines.
At a time when the country is reeling under its worst
crisis ever, experts question
the wisdom behind this proposed move especially since it
is also contrary to the Prime
Minister’s advise that
mineral sector should
benchmark its operations to
international standards.
The notification will do
away with globally accepted
process of coal washing and
preparations before despatch
to a consumer.

“Indian Coal does not
contain any significant percentage of Sulphur which
would warrant setting up of
FGD equipments involving
crores of rupees. Also, unlike
what is being projected, washing of coal is 100% pro environment. The perceived extra
cost of washed coal is compensated by high heat value
and lesser freight cost, resulting in eventual benefit,” said
RK Sachdev, President of Coal
Preparation Society of India.
R Srikanth, Head of
Energy and Environment
Research Program at National
Institute of Advanced
Studies, Bengaluru, who also
feels washing coal is a better
and globally accepted norm,
says,
“ To
tackle
pollution, Environment
Ministry must prioritise highef f icienc y Electrostatic
Precipitators (ESPs) with
I
n
d
i
a
n
technology which can remove
99.98% of PM pollutants with
very low increase in tariff.
Instead, Environment and
Power Ministries are prioritising expensive and imported FGDs.” He fur ther
informed that an MoP order
shows only 30% domestic
content in FGD equipment
which will raise fixed cost per

unit and CO2 emissions, due
to 1.5% increase in auxiliary
consumption.”
In fact, the Environment
Ministry’s 2014 notification
had put the onus for supply of
washed coal to thermal power
plants on Coal India Limited.
Many say that this PSU also
stands to benefit out of this
notification, as the mandate is
being done away with.
It is in public domain
that despite its promise a
decade ago on building washeries
while
issuing its IPO, CIL has not
been able to make more than
two such facilities.
What worries experts is
the ramifications this new
technology will have on escalating costs for consumers.
“Environment Ministry
should re-examine the issues
through consultations with
industry and experts, before
taking
any
decision.
Preparation of washed coal
for use by thermal
power plants has been part
a
n
d
parcel of coal mining
industry globally and India is
no exception,” added Sachdev.
In fact, it best suits Indian
Coal considering the high
ash and low Sulphur content
in Indian Coal.
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n the 100th day of the
coronavirus pandemic
O
which fell on Friday, Kerala
could look back with a sense of
satisfaction to the path it covered during the journey to
freedom from the disease. “The
coronavirus curve has been
flattened in the State. The State
had to face two waves of attack
since January 30, when the first
case was reported. We have
successfully encountered and
neutralized the pandemic,” said
Pinarayi Vijayan, Chief
Minister on Friday while
addressing the media.
“Kerala has shown great
courage and resolve. Fought
two waves and is ready if there
is another wave. Years from
now, we should be able to look
back and take pride in how we
responded to this,” Vijayan
said in a social media posting
on Friday. Eight of the 14 districts in Kerala have been
declared as coronavirus free by
Thursday evening.
Even as the State has effectively controlled the spread of
the contagious disease with a
surveillance mechanism worth
emulating by other States, the
Government of Kerala is
already into another action,
receiving the expatriates from
West Asian countries as part of
the Vande Bharat Mission. As
part of evacuating the
Keralaites who were held up in
Gulf countries, Air India began
its mission to bring back all
those who have registered their
names with the ministry of
external affairs.
Late Thursday night two

aircraft with 363 passengers on
board landed at Kochi and
Kozhikode airports. All passengers are being accommodated at the quarantine homes
arranged by the State
Government for a period of
seven days after which those
who are diagnosed free of
coronavirus would be allowed
to go home while those who
test positive would be hospitalized.
V Muraleedharan, minister
of state for external affairs, said
that all expatriates who are registered with the ministry would
be brought home as part of the
Vande Bharat Mission.
“A mammoth total of 1.9
lakh names from Kerala have
been registered in the portal.
We will bring back all of them
and have inducted Air India’s
fleet for the purpose,” said
Muraleedharan.
Dr B Rajeev, leading
ayurvedic physician, described
Kerala’s surveillance mechanism as the secret behind the
successful handling of the coronavirus pandemic. “Years ago,
the Government of Kerala had
appointed Dr T Jacob John,
professor of virology, Christian
Medical College, Vellore, as the
chairman of a high power
committee of doctors to fortify the State from contagious
and infectious diseases. The
strategy is paying off now
because Prof John has put in
place a network of surveillance with which any aberrations in the public health would
be known to the Taluk, District
and State level medical fraternity,” explained Dr Rajeev.
Except for an oversight by

the medical team posted at
Kochi Airport which resulted
in a few passengers from West
Asia jumping the security cordon and escaping to Kasargod,
the entire scanning and scrutiny operations were foolproof in
the State.
The State
Government has arranged
quarantine and isolation facilities at the international airports at Kochi, Kozhikode,
Thiruvananthapuram and
Kannur and has finalized an
action plan to ensure that their
would not be any shortage of
beds and facilities for the
incoming passengers. The
flights too have been scheduled
in such a way that those who
return to the State would not
face any difficulties for want of
space. Hundreds of doctors
and para medical staff have
been deployed in the airports
to make Vande Bharat Mission
a smooth operation.
The kind of work being put
up by P M Basheer, a municipal councillor in Perumbavoor
speaks volumes about the
involvement of a people’s representative in countering the
pandemic.
“There are 400 houses in
my ward and I have been
tasked as a nodal officer to
ensure that all senior citizens in
the ward got medical care.
Similarly, we prepared a list of
people in the ward who were
put into trouble by the lockdown which affected their
livelihood. It was my responsibility to see to it that they and
their families get three square
meals a day during the ;lockout,” said Basheer, an activist of
the SDPI.

here was no reprieve for
Tamil Nadu from the coronavirus pandemic ravaging the
rest of the country and the
world as 600 more persons tested positive on Friday. This
took the number of coronavirus patients in the State to
6,009, according to the medical
bulletin released by the department of health and family welfare on Friday evening.
In a major development,
the Madras High Court on
Friday ordered the closure of all

TASMAC liquor shops which
opened on Thursday after a 45
day close down. But tipplers
have been given the liberty to
book their brands by online
and this would be delivered at
their doorsteps. Thursday and
Friday saw unprecedented and
uncontrollable crowd in front
of the liquor shops giving a go
by to the norms of social distancing and wearing of face
masks.
As has been the pattern for
the last one week, Chennai
recorded 399 coronavirus positive patients making the total

number of persons afflicted
with the virus in the metropolis 3,043, the highest in the
State. The death toll due to the
pandemic reached 40 with
three more persons succumbing on Friday.
Though the number of
persons testing positive for
Covid-19 is increasing by the
hour, veteran medical doctors
and contagious disease specialists are of the view that there
was no need to panic. “The
numbers will increase further
all over the world and Tamil
Nadu cannot remain outside
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undreds of 'distraught'
workers engaged by the
Chenab Textile Mills (CTM) in
Kathua district on Friday
blocked the Jammu-Pathankot
National Highway and staged
protest demonstrations alleging
non-payment of full monthly
salaries for last two months.
Before stepping out of the
premises, agitated workers ransacked offices and pelted stones
on the private security of the textile mill. A police gypsy was also
damaged by the protesters and
turned upside down to disrupt
the traffic on the highway.
To contain the angry workers, police resorted to use of teargas shells. Before the situation
went out of control, senior officers of Kathua police, led by SSP
Kathua, Shailendra Mishra
rushed to the spot and the work-

H

ers were pacified to stop demonstrations. SSP, Shailendra Mishra
handled the situation himself by
speaking in local language and
successfully dispersed the crowd.
Large number of workers,
who hailed from Uttar Pradesh,
Bihar, Chattisgarh, Madhya
Pradesh alleged they have been
staying here in the factory
premises even during this lockdown period but they haven't
been given their full salaries.
They charged, despite
appeals made by the PM Modi
not to hold salaries of workers,
the management of the Chenab
Textil Mills have not been adhering to the diktat.
Few women workers, with
their faces covered with masks,
told TV reporters, they have
been paid their salaries @ Rs 150
per day.
"We were handed over a paltry sum, we really don't know

how to survive with this amount
in our pockets".Few other workers claimed, the management
paid an equal amount to all the
workers which resulted in friction as those who were working
demanded more wages. SSP,
Shailendra Mishra and Deputy
Commissioner Kathua OP
Bhagat later directed the Mill
authorities to follow the guidelines issued by the govt and
resolve the issue of pending
payment
of
workers. The workers were also
directed to enroll themselves if
they wished to return home at
the special counters inside the
mill premises. Meanwhile, a FIR
no
121/2020
u/s
307,336,427,332,353/188/269/27
0/147 IPC was registered by the
police against the employees
and workers of Chenab Textile
Mills for indulging in violence
and damaging police property.
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mid an unabated increase
in the number of Covid-19
A
triggered deaths and infections in the metropolis, the
Maharashtra Government on
Friday shunted out Mumbai
Municipal Commissioner
Praveen Pardeshi and appointed Urban Development
Department's Principal
Secretary Iqbal Chahal in his
place.
A day after a video showing at least four bodies wrapped
in black plastic lying on beds
next to Covid-19 patients
undergoing treatment at the
BMC-run LTMG Hospital at
Sion in north-central Mumbai

went viral, the state government
carried out a major bureaucratic
reshuffle in the state.
Under the reshuffle,
Pardeshi –a 1985 batch IAS
officer –was moved out from
his position of Mumbai
Municipal Commissioner and
posted as Additional Chief
Secretar y
(1),
Urban
Development Department at
Mantralaya in south Mumbai.
In an apparent effort to
bring in some new ideas to deal
with the worsening Coronavirus
situation in the metropolis, the
state government appointed I S
Chahal, a 1989 IAS officer who
was earlier Principal Secretary of
Urban
Development
Department, Mantralaya, as the
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nly 53,617 tons pulses distributed to ration card
holders under the Public
Distribution System so far during the coronavirus lockdown.
Union Food Minister Ram
Vilas Paswan on Friday blamed
that State Governments are
not doing enough in free distribution of pulses to ration
card holders under the
Pradhan Mantri Garib Anna
Yojana (PMGAY) during the
COVID-19 lockdown.
Paswan said that as many
as 20 states and union territories are getting ready for implementation of the ambitious
ration card portability service
'One Nation-One Ration Card'
from June 1.
According to Paswan, the
Food Corporation of India
(FCI) has loaded a total number of 2641 rakes (including
wheat and rice) towards this
end and the approx quantity
loaded is 73.95 lakh metric tons
(LMT) (55.38 LMT rice and
18.57 LMT wheat).
Nearly a month's supply of
pulses has already been dispatched to several states and
union territories, but they have
managed to distribute only
53,617 tonnes to ration card
holders under the PDS he said
and urged them to speed up the
process in the interest of poor
people.
It may be noted that the
government has decided to
distribute free 1 kg pulses to
each PDS householder for three
months till June under the
PMGAY to ensure nutrition
security of the poor during the
lockdown period.
"Distribution of pulses is
the responsibility of the state
governments. It has not been

O

easy for us to get the raw pulses milled and transported to
states/UTs in these difficult
times. States should also put
extra efforts to ensure at least
whatever pulses have been sent
to them are distributed via
PDS," Paswan said. He said the
delay in supply and distribution
of pulses is due to late intimation by States/UTs on their
choice of particular pulses variety such as Tur Dal, Urad
Whole, Moong Whole, Chana
hole, Chana Dal and Masur Dal
besides the logistics involved in
transportation from different
States during the lockdown.
The monthly allocation of
pulses is 1.95 lakh tonnes under
the PMGAY. Of this, 1.81 lakh
tonnes of pulses have already
reached to states/union territories so far, out of which only
53,617 tonnes have been distributed to beneficiaries, he
said. "There is enough pulses
stock with the government.
We are milling and providing
it to states. Cannot states take
the responsibility of distribution of pulses for three months
at least? They cannot expect us
to take care of distribution in
states," Paswan said.
For instance, about 6,610
tonnes of pulses have been
transported to Bihar which
plans to distribute under PDS
from May 9. The entire monthly requirement of 1,750 tonnes
of pulses have been given to
Delhi, while half of the quota
of 15,419 tonnes have been
given to Chhattisgarh, he
added. Currently, the government has about 14.48 lakh
tonnes of pulses in its buffer, of
which tur dal is about 5.50 lakh
tonnes, urad 2.60 lakh tonnes,
chana 2.72 lakh tonnes, moong
1.20 lakh tonnes and masur
0.84 lakh tonnes.

Mumbai
Municipal
Commissioner.
In two other appointments
aimed at strengthening the
BMC set, the state government appointed Mrs Ashwini
Bhide, a 1995 batch IAS officer,
and Sanjeev Jaiswal, a 1996 IAS
officer, as Additional Municipal
Commissioners in the BMC.
The two IAS officers will help
Chahal in his task.
The sudden transfer of
Pardeshi from the high-profile
Mumbai
Municipal
Commissioner’s post, a post he
held for one year. Prior to his
appointment as the Mumbai
Municipal Commissioner,
Pardeshi had worked as
Additional chief secretary to

former chief minister
Devendra Fadnavis.
Known for his administrative prowess, Pardeshi had
made a mark for himself by
efficiently handling the situation of arising out a massive
earthquake at Latur in
Marathwada region on
September 30, 1993, in which
more than 10,000 people were
killed and 30000 others injured.
Among other assignments
Pardeshi had handled was a
senior leadership position he
worked in the United Nations
for seven years in Geneva: He
headed the NDP Geneva Post
Conflict Recovery Unit in
Geneva (2002 to 2005, and was
the Senior Co-ordinator,

United Nations International
Strategy for Disaster Reduction,
Geneva for oversight over
regional offices of Africa, Asia,
Latin America and Europe,
for policies on mainstreaming
disaster reduction in development programmes.
Meanwhile, in other
bureaucratic transfers, Manoj
Saunik, a 1987 IAS officer,
who was earlier working as
Additional Chief Secretary,
Pubic Works Department, has
been posted as Additional
Chief Secretary (Finance),
Finance
Department,
Mantralaya, Mumbai.
A L Jarhad, a 1997 IAS officer who was working as
Additional
Municipal

Commissioner, Brihanmumbai
Municipal Corporation,
Mumbai has been posted as
Secretary (R&R), Revenue and
Forest
Department,
Mantralaya, Mumbai.
Mrs Jayshree Bhoj, a 2003
IAS officer, who was Additional
Municipal Commissioner,
Brihanmumbai Municipal
Corporation, Mumbai has been
posted as Managing Director,
MSSIDC, Mumbai
A 2003 IAS officer, K D
Nimbalkar – who was working
as Secretary (R&R), Revenue
and Forest Department,
Mantralaya, Mumbai has been
posted as Secretary, Public
Works
Department,
Mantralaya, Mumbai.

this phenomenon,” said Dr K
Kolandasway, who was the
director of public health and
preventive medicine to the
Government of Tamil Nadu till
April 30, 2020. After retirement
from the office, Dr
Kolandaswamy has been working as advisor to the
Government on issues related
to infectious diseases and pandemic.
Speaking to The Pioneer
about the release issued by the
Government on Friday, Dr
Kolandaswamy, with more than
three decades of research and

diagnostic experience said the
shooting up of the numbers is
a blessing in disguise for the
people.
“This will help in strengthening the immunity power of
the younger as well as older
generations. There is no need
to be upset or panic because of
the present scenario. We have
to observe the cardinal rules of
the game to tame coronavirus
and that is to wear the face
mask, wash hands and feet and
of course, maintain the social
distance,”
said
Dr
Kolandaswamy.
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here has been a massive
surge in the sale of products
T
of Khadi and Village Industries
Commission which achieved
its highest-ever turnover of
C88,887 crore in 2019-20. The
turnover of Khadi registered a
growth of 31 per cent from
C3215.13 crore in 2018-19, to
C 4211.26 crore in 2019-20.
"The turnover of Village
Industries products reached to
C84,675.39 crore in 2019-20,
registering a growth of over 19
per cent from the previous year,
i.e. 2018-19, which was at
C71,077 crore," the Khadi and
Village Industries Commission
(KVIC) stated.
KVIC Chairman Vinai
Kumar Saxena saidhe was
expecting higher results, but
several exhibitions planned in
the months of February and
March were cancelled, and the
year-end clearance sale could
not take place.
"As
a
result
of
Government''s sustained efforts
to revive the Khadi industry
and the Prime Minister''s
repeated appeals from various
platforms including his radio
address ''Mann ki Baat'', to
adopt Khadi as a necessity of
daily life, the KVIC has been
continuously going up the
growth trajectory," he said.
While the production of
khadi, the most eco-friendly
product of sustainable development, has more than doubled in the last five years (since
2015-16), the sales have gone
up by nearly three times during the same period, KVIC
said.
Similarly, the village industry sector has also seen phenomenal growth, with pro-
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duction and sales going up by
nearly 100 per cent in the last
five years, it added.
Khadi production since
2015-16 has grown at the average of 19.45 per cent per
annum, which was merely 6.25
per cent during the previous
government from 2004 to 2014,
KVIC said.
Similarly, khadi''s sale grew
exponentially at the annual
rate of 27.6 per cent, which
remained as low as 6.65 per
cent from 2004-2014.
According to figures, the
production of khadi which
was pegged at C1,066 crore in
2015-16, shot up to C2,292.44
crore in the year 2019-20, registering an increase of over 115
per cent.
The sale of khadi fabric
products increased by 179 per
cent from C1,510 crore in 2015
-16 to a whopping Rs 4,211.26
crore in 2019-20.
While village industries
products worth C33,425 crore
were produced in 2015-16;
production went up by 96 per
cent to C65,393.40 crore in
2019-20.
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requesting him to arrange for Pradesh and Bihar were facil- corona-negative certificates Force.
A CISF Sub-inspector
itating the return of their from the states where they are
their return home.
VieV_Uh`c\
“I have talked to Union respective citizens working in stranded before allowing them posted at the Indian Museum
ongress
leader
in
Adhir Home Minister Amit Shah. It other States the Bengal to return,” the former Railway on Friday died due to the
CParliament
corona virus. The victim idenhas quoted Union is his responsibility to give Government was not pursuing Minister said.
dYZWee`"#Ycd Chowdhury
Bengal had already brought tified as Asit Kumar Saha was
Home Minister as saying that relief to the people stuck in dif- the matter, Chowdhury quotB0D60AB4=6D?C0Q :>;:0C0

Panaji: Factories in Goa have
been allowed to extend their
work shifts to 12 hours from
the existing 8 hours, according to a government notification on Friday, citing lack of
adequate labour as the cause
for the extension.
"There are restrictions on
movement of workers leading
to shortage of workers thereby causing the factories to
deal with an exceptional pressure of work.
There is a need for relaxing certain provisions of The
Factories Act, 1948 thereby
extending the working hours
for optimum utilization of the
workers in the factories
which have been allowed to
operate during the shutdown,"
the notification issued by
Chief Inspector of Factories
and Boilers Vivek Marathe
said.
The notification also said
that the extension of the work
shift would enable factories to
overcome the handicap of
labour shortage.
As part of the notification,
factories may also extend
working hours to sixty hours
in a week and the changes
would be effective up to
July 31.
Goa Chief Minister
Pramod Sawant as well as
captains of industry and business, have urged migrant
workers not to leave Goa for
their home state despite the
Covid-19 pandemic, even as
more than 80,000 workers
have registered with state
government agencies seeking
return home.
Sawant has also said that
the exodus of workers, would
severely impact several industrial sectors in Goa. IANS

Bengal Government is not taking enough interest in getting
back its migrating workers
stuck in various parts of the
country.
The Congress MP from
Behrampore has said that he
had taken up the issue of
Bengali migrant workers

ferent states owing to the lockdown and hold consultations
with the respective State
Governments in this regard,” he
said adding the Home Minister
had assured him of holding
talks with Bengal Chief
Minister Mamata Banerjee.
While the States like Uttar

ing Shah said.
Bengal too has more than
a lakh workers stuck in various
parts of the country.
“The State Government
can arrange for quarantine
facilities after bringing the
migrant labourers and other
people back. It can also ask for

about 4,500 people including
pilgrims and students stranded at Ajmer and Kota in
Rajasthan --- some by bus and
others by train.
Meanwhile, the dreaded
corona virus crept into the
Indian Museum taking its toll
on a Central Industrial Security

undergoing treatment in
Calcutta Medical College and
Hospital.
The other 50 CISF personnel in the same unit who
came in contact with him have
been quarantined, the officials
said adding the Museum staff
had also been isolated.
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aintaining the tempo of
modernisation of the
M
armed forces, the Defence
Ministry on Friday signed a
contract worth over Rs 1,200
crore with Tata Power SED for
upgradation of 37 air fields of
the IAF, Navy and Coast
Guards. Defence Minister
Rajnath Nath had earlier
approved the project,known
as Phase Two of Modernisation
of Air Field Infrastructure
(MAFI).
The second phase is a follow-on programme based on
MAFI Phase-I that included
upgradation of 30 airfields of
IAF. The airfields modernised
under MAFI Phase-I have been
of immense benefit to both
military and civil users.
The project is a turnkey
project that includes installation and commissioning of
modern airfield equipment like
Cat-II Instrument Landing
System (ILS) and Cat II Air
Field Lightning System (AFLS).
The modern equipment
around the airfield will also be

directly connected to Air
Traffic Control (ATC), thereby
providing excellent control of
the airfield systems to the air
traffic controllers, defence ministry officials said here. The
upgradation of navigational
aids and infrastructure under
this project would enhance
the operational capability by
facilitating air operations of
military and civil aircrafts even
in poor visibility and adverse
weather condition while
enhancing aerospace safety.
The contract will provide
impetus to the domestic industry in the prevailing situation.
The project will give a boost to
over 250 Micro, Small and
Medium Enterprises which will
be directly benefited from
being involved in execution of
various activities of this project,
they said. This contract would
aid in infusing the much-needed capital in the market and
boost employment generation
in such fields as communications, avionics, information
technology, apart from civil and
electrical equipment and construction.
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aking up the case suo moto
on the Vishakhapatnam
T
gas leak incident, The National
Green Tribunal (NGT) on
Friday ordered LG Polymers to
depot Rs.50 crore as interim
amount for damage to life. The
Green Tribunal also issued
notice to Centre, Central
Pollution Control Board and
formed a six-member committee comprising Justice B
Seshasayana Reddy to probe
the incident and submit a
report before May 18.
Meanwhile the Cabinet
Secretary headed committed
also assessed the relief and
rehabilitation on the incident
which 11 people were killed
and 1,000 exposed to it.
"Having regard to the
prima facie material regarding
the extent of damage to life,
public health and environment, we direct LG Polymers
India Pvt Limited to forthwith
deposit an initial amount of Rs
50 crore, with the District
Magistrate, Vishakhapatnam,
which will abide by further

orders of this Tribunal. The
amount is being fixed having
regard to the financial worth of
the company and the extent of
the damage caused," the bench
headed by Adarsh Kumar Goel
said.
NGT also issued notice to
Andhra Pradesh State
Pollution Control Board,
Vishakapatnam District
Magistrate and Union Ministry
of Environment and the company LG Polymers India
Private Ltd.
Styrene is classified as a
hazardous and toxic chemical,
the usage of which requires
onsite and off-site emergency
plans to prevent any damage.
However, there appears to be
a failure to comply with the
said rules, said the NGT bench.
Meanwhile, the National
Crisis
Management
Committee (NCMC) under
the chairmanship of Cabinet
Secretary, Rajiv Gauba met
for the second successive day
to review the situation arising
out of the gas leak that took
place in Vishakhapatnam on
Thursday early morning.

“Chief Secretary of Andhra
Pradesh briefed the Committee
on the ground situation as
well as the actions taken by
them after the incident to
evacuate people and to contain
the leakage in the plant. It was
informed that all efforts were
being taken by them to prevent
any further emissions from the
tanks. Issues related to the
long term impact of the gas on
health and on the quality of
water and air were also discussed,” said Ministry of Home
Affairs (MHA) said in a statement.
Cabinet Secretary took
stock of the current situation,
preparedness, rescue and relief
operations and directed that all
assistance, as maybe required
by the state, be provided to
mitigate the situation.
Consultations between national and international experts on
Chemical Safety and Industrial
processes and the officials on
site would be carried out
through video conferencing,
and a team of such experts
would also be flown in as per
requirements.
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,QVWHDGRIMXVWGROHVFRPSLOHDPLJUDQWV¶GDWDEDVHHPSOR\
WKHPLQSURMHFWVGHSHQGLQJRQORFDWLRQDQGGHFHQWUDOLVHXQLWV

,

PDJHVFRQWLQXHWRIORRGXVRIWKHUHYHUVH
PLJUDWLRQEURXJKWRQE\WKH&29,'ORFN
GRZQWKHVXGGHQVKXWGRZQRIHFRQRPLF
DFWLYLW\XSWXUQLQJOLYHVDQGOLYHOLKRRGVWRVXFK
DQH[WHQWWKDWHYHQRXUVKRFNKDVEHHQGXOOHG
LQWRDIDWDOLVWLFDFFHSWDQFH6WLOOWKHUHLVQR
DFWLRQDEOHSODQWRUHWXUQUHORFDWHRUUHKDELO
LWDWHPLJUDQWV'HVSLWHWKHGHOD\HGDUUDQJH
PHQWRIWUDLQVDQGEXVHVWKH*RYHUQPHQWFRQ
WLQXHVWREHRQWKHEDFNIRRWDERXWPDQDJLQJ
WKHHFRQRPLFSOLJKWRIGDLO\ZDJHUVZKRORVW
MREV DQG OLYLQJ TXDUWHUV RYHUQLJKW 6R WKH\
PDUFKRQGD\DQGQLJKW:LWKRXWIRRGDQG
ZDWHU6WXPEOLQJDQGIDOOLQJE\WKHKLJKZD\DVWKH\VHHNHPRWLRQDOVXFFRXULQ
JRLQJEDFNWRWKHLUQDWLYHYLOODJHVDQGOLYHRIIWKHODQGWKDQVWDUYHWRGHDWKXQZDQW
HGDQGXQFDUHGIRU<HVWHUGD\WKDWSDWWHUQRIEUXWHUHDOLW\VXIIHUHGDIXUWKHUMROW
$FDUJRWUDLQUDQRYHUPLJUDQWVLQ0DKDUDVKWUDZKRIHOOH[KDXVWHGDIWHUZDON
LQJPLOHVDQGGHFLGHGWRVOHHSRQUDLOZD\WUDFNVWKLQNLQJQRWUDLQVZRXOGUXQ
GXULQJWKHORFNGRZQ,WVKRZVWKHVKHHUGHVSHUDWLRQKRSHOHVVQHVVDQGDVXU
UHDOZDVWHODQGWKDW&29,'KDVUHGXFHGWKHQDWLRQDQGKXPDQLW\WR<HWWKH
PLJUDQWVFRQWLQXHWRWUXGJHRQDORQJUDLOZD\WUDFNVDQGKLJKZD\VZDLWLQJWR
JRKRPHDVZHIO\LQVWUDQGHG,QGLDQVKRPHLQDPDVVLYHO\WRPWRPPHGH[HU
FLVH6WLOOWKHUHLVQRFRGLILHGSODQWRHQJDJHZLWKWKHGHVWLWXWHODERXUHUVDQG
UHKDELOLWDWHWKHPSURGXFWLYHO\RUGLJQLI\WKHPDVHTXDOFLWL]HQVRI,QGLD7KH\
GRQ·WKDYHPRQH\IRUWUDLQVRUEXVHV:LWKRXWSRUWDEOHUDWLRQFDUGVWKH\FDQ
QRWDYDLOWKH*RYHUQPHQW·VHQKDQFHGIRRGDOORZDQFHVH[FHSWLQWKHLUYLOODJHV
$QGQRPDWWHUZKDWWKHJXDUDQWHHVLQ]RQHVWKDWDUHRSHUDWLQJXQLWVRUUHVXP
LQJIDUPRSHUDWLRQVWKH\ZRXOGPXFKUDWKHUVLJQXSIRU0*15(*$ZRUNLQWKHLU
KRPH6WDWHVZKLFKLVVHHLQJDFRPPHQVXUDWHVXUJH7UHDWHGDVYLUXVFDUULHUV
GLVLQIHFWHGEUXWHO\ZLWKKRVHVDQGGHKXPDQLVHGDV6WDWHOHVVSHRSOHWKHPLJUDQW
ZRUNIRUFH³DERXWWZRFURUHSHRSOHDUHRQWKHPRYH³LVQRWFRPLQJEDFN
FDXVLQJDFKURQLFVKRUWDJHRIODERXUDQGVORZLQJGRZQHFRQRPLFUHYLYDO
7KHUHWXUQRIWKHQDWLYHVWRU\LVSOD\LQJRXWDPRQJQRQUHVLGHQW,QGLDQVWRR
0DQ\RIZKRPKDYHH[SLUHGZRUNSHUPLWVDQGDUHIDFLQJGHSRUWDWLRQDUHEHLQJ
HYDFXDWHGDORQJZLWKVWUDQGHG,QGLDQVDEURDG(YHQ15,VZLWKYDOLGIRUHLJQFLW
L]HQVKLSDUHKRPHZDUGERXQGEX\LQJXSKLJKHQGSURSHUW\DQGFRXQWU\KRPHV
LQ,QGLDRYHUWKHODVWPRQWKKRSLQJWRUHWXUQRQFHQRUPDOIOLJKWVUHVXPH(DFK
FRXQWU\LVJRLQJWRGHJOREDOLVHEHFRPHLQVXODUDQGEXLOGVHOIVXIILFLHQFLHVZLWK
RZQUHVRXUFHVDQGPDQSRZHULQDSRVWSDQGHPLFZRUOG6RLPPLJUDQWODERXU
HUVDQG15,VDUHJRLQJWREHDUWKHEUXQWLQIRUHLJQQDWLRQVDQGWKHVHUHWXUQHHV
DUHJRLQJWRVWUHVVWKHHFRQRP\IXUWKHU:LWKPRXQWLQJMREOHVVQHVVLQRXURZQ
FRXQWU\LWZLOOEHYHU\GLIILFXOWWRDFFRPPRGDWHUHWXUQHHVDFFRUGLQJWRWKHLUFDSDF
LWLHVVNLOOHGRUXQVNLOOHGRUHYHQJLYHWKHPDGROH$VWKH*RYHUQPHQWLVXQGHU
SUHVVXUHWRDQQRXQFHDVLJQLILFDQWVWLPXOXVMXVWWRUROORXWZRUNLQJFDSLWDOWR
PHGLXPDQGVPDOOHULQGXVWULHVWKLVKXPDQEXOJHSRVHVDQRWKHUFULVLV$OWKRXJK
WKH*RYHUQPHQWEXQJOHGLQDQWLFLSDWLQJWKHORFNGRZQLPSDFWRQWKHFRXQWU\·V
ODERXUFDSLWDOLWQHHGVWRQRZJHWDQDWLRQDOPLJUDQWGDWDEDVHJRLQJZLWKDWKRU
RXJKPDSSLQJRIVNLOOVHWVDQGFDSDFLWLHV,QWKHHYHQWRIDIXWXUHFULVLVVXFK
GDWDZRXOGKHOSLQRUJDQLVLQJDQGSURYLGLQJDVVLVWDQFHWRWKHPZKHUHYHUWKH\
DUHORFDWHG(YHQKHOSUHORFDWHWKHPWRZRUNVLWHVWKDWDUHLQQHHGRIWKHLUVHU
YLFHV*LYHQWKHHPRWLRQDOSXOORIKRPHGXULQJWKHSDQGHPLFDQGWKHIDFWWKDW
VRPHKDYHDOUHDG\UHWXUQHGWKHUHQHHGVWREHDV\VWHPDWLFUHLQWHJUDWLRQSODQ
ZKHUHE\WKRVHWKDWKDYHEHHQORVWDUHUHSODFHGE\UHWXUQHHVWRWKHLUKRPH6WDWHV
$VWKHPDVVUHWXUQRIPLJUDQWVEHFRPHVDUHDOLW\WKH*RYHUQPHQWDWDOOOHYHOV
VKRXOGKDYHDFRQWLQJHQF\SODQ7KRXJKQRERG\ZRXOGOLNHWRWDONDERXW&KLQD·V
:XKDQWKHORFDOJRYHUQPHQWWKHUHKDVHQJDJHGODERXUHIIHFWLYHO\LQPDVVSUR
GXFLQJ )0&*LWHPV:HFDQVWDUWLPSRUWVXEVWLWXWLRQXQLWVLQWKHORQJUXQEXW
LQWKHVKRUWUXQZHFDQORRNDWOLJKWHULQGXVWULHVOLNHIDUPSURGXFHSURFHVVLQJ
XQLWVDQGSDFNDJLQJ6WDUWXSVKHOSLQJLQFROGFKDLQORJLVWLFVDQGDJJUHJDWLRQ
FDQEHLQFHQWLYLVHGDQGFUHDWH VPDUWUXUDODQGKXEHFRQRPLHVZKLFKFDQRYHU
WLPHHDVHRIIWKHRYHUIORZRIODERXULQWRELJFLWLHV'HFHQWUDOLVHGIHGHUDOLVPKROGV
WKHNH\QRWRQO\LQSROLWLFVEXWLQRLOLQJWKHHFRQRP\ERWWRPXS
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he gas leak incident near
Visakhapatnam in the early hours
of May 7 has led to the death of
more than 10 people and hospitalisation of over 200. According
to the district authorities, the gas was confirmed to be either styrene or vinyl benzene.
As an intermediary, styrene is known as PVC
gas and is used for the manufacture of insulation material, plastic, rubber, pipes, fibre
glass and also for the packaging industry.
According to the World Health Organisation
(WHO), it is the 12th most used chemical
in the world. It is to the credit of the district
authorities and the National Disaster
Response Force (NDRF), who reacted quickly, that fatalities remained low. Around 500
kg of chemicals were airlifted from Gujarat
to neutralise the effect of the gas well in time.
Separately, with the direct intervention
of the United Nations (UN), the bar for investigation of the Vizag gas leak case has not only
been raised but has also been virtually internationalised. The spokesperson for the UN
Secretary-General António Guterres,
Stéphane Dujarric, said, “We obviously
send our condolences to the victims and hope
for the quick recovery of those who have been
impacted. These kinds of incidents should
be fully investigated by the local authorities.”
While detailed investigations would
undoubtedly be undertaken, prima facie, it
appears that the protocols necessary for the
recommencement of operations after the 45day lockdown was lifted were not followed.
When the accident took place early in the
morning, only a handful of casual workers
were present. Elements of negligence at multiple levels are more than obvious. For this,
evidence will have to be secured immediately and this should be done in the right
earnest. While the plant must have been
sealed, a team of experts headed by a scientist from the Council of Scientific and
Industrial Research (CSIR) needs to be constituted immediately to get into various
aspects of this matter.
According to scientific research approved
by the US Environmental Protection Agency
and published in a top scientific journal,
Environmental Health Perspectives, chronic
exposure to styrene has been linked to the
occurrence of neurological and behavioural deficit. This may eventually result in
decreased performance, including delayed
reaction time and visual disturbances, hearing loss and possibly even peripheral neuropathy. The International Agency for
Research on Cancer (IARC) has determined that styrene is a possible carcinogen
and can cause cancer on prolonged exposure.
In this context, let us not repeat the mistakes of the Bhopal tragedy. Even after 35
years of the disaster, scars have not fully
healed yet. The chain of suffering of the people has continued unabated for generations
as genetic deformities have been reported in
some newborns. Bhopal has been listed as
the world’s biggest man-made environmen-
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tal disaster. Thousands of people were killed in this disaster
and many more suffered permanent damage or a genetic impact.
Responses of our entire system
— the executive, legislative and
even the judiciary — were found
to be inadequate to meet the
expectations of the people.
Whatever was done by way of
relief was too little when compared to catastrophes across the
world.
In the case of Vizag, the
plant was run by Hindustan
Polymers 1961 onwards. Later, it
merged with UB Group in 1978.
Subsequently, LG Chem of
South Korea took over
Hindustan Polymers and
renamed it as LG Polymers
India Pvt Ltd in July 1997. It is
understood that after the lockdown, permission to recommence operations was obtained
a couple of days ago on phone.
The factory inspector and the
pollution control board had neither inspected nor understood
the sensitivity of such a plant
recommencing operations without adequate precautions.
This incident should be a
wake-up call for Government
agencies as well as the manufacturers since a large number of
industries would be preparing to
recommence operations after
the lockdown is relaxed.
Particularly after the Bhopal
disaster, a number of legislations
were enacted. From the
Environment (Protection) Act,
1986 to the Public Liability

:KLOHFRXQWULHVVORZO\RSHQXSWKHLUHFRQRPLHVFRUSRUDWLRQV
LQGLFDWHWKDWZRUNLQJIURPKRPHZLOOEHWKHQHZQRUP

,

WLVEHFRPLQJFOHDUDVDVXPPHU·VGD\QRZ
WKDWWKH&RURQDYLUXVVSUHDGLVFRQWLQXLQJ
LQ,QGLDDQGDFURVVWKHZRUOG:KLOHWKHUDWH
RIWKHVSUHDGRIWKHLQIHFWLRQPD\KDYHEHHQ
PLWLJDWHGLQVRPHFRXQWULHVWKHIDFWLVWKDW
WKHZRUOGZLOOKDYHWROLYHZLWKWKHYLUXV%XW
WKLVZLOOPHDQWKDWVHYHUDOFRPSDQLHVZLOOKDYH
WR FRQWLQXH WKHLU ZRUN IURP KRPH SROLFLHV
0DQ\ELJWHFKFRPSDQLHVKDYHDOUHDG\GRQH
MXVWWKDW*RRJOHKDVOHGWKHZD\6XQGDU3LFKDL
WKH&(2RI*RRJOHSDUHQWFRPSDQ\$OSKDEHW
WROGKLVHPSOR\HHVWKH\ZLOOOLNHO\EHZRUNLQJ
IURPKRPHXQWLOWKHHQGRIWKH\HDU)DFHERRN
WRRKDVDOOHJHGO\PDGHLWFOHDUWKDWLWZLOOEHUHRSHQLQJLWVRIILFHVIURP-XO\
EXWWKHQXPEHURIHPSOR\HHVZLOOEHOLPLWHGWRWKRVHDEVROXWHO\QHFHVVDU\:KDW
ZLOOWKLVPHDQIRUSURIHVVLRQDOUHODWLRQVKLSV"$IWHUDOOWKH´RIILFHZDWHUFRROHUµ
ZDVDOZD\VDSODFHIRUVWDIIPHPEHUVWRJDWKHUDQGVZDSJRVVLSDQGVWRULHV
DQGHYHQVWULNHXSDUHODWLRQVKLS7KHODVWPHQWLRQHGDVSHFWLVTXLWHFOHDUO\RQ
KROGSDUWLFXODUO\ZLWKPDUULDJHV DQGHYHQGLYRUFHVLQVRPHFRXQWULHV EHLQJ
SRVWSRQHG:KDWZLOOWKLVPHDQIRURIILFHSROLWLFVDQGWKHIXWXUHRIZRUN",QWKH
VZHDOODVVXPHGWKDWE\ZHZLOODOOKDYHIO\LQJFDUVDQGZRUNLQJ
ZLOOEHDXWRPDWHGWRDODUJHGHJUHH:HOO\HDUVDJRZHKDGQRLGHDWKDWWKH
HQWLUHZRUOGZRXOGEHEURXJKWWRDVWDQGVWLOOE\DPLFURVFRSLFRUJDQLVP/LNHZLVH
QRWWRRORQJDJRWKHUHZHUHEDUULHUVWRZRUNLQJIURPKRPH,PSURYHPHQWVLQ
FRPPXQLFDWLRQWHFKQRORJ\KDYHKRZHYHUKHOSHGGLVPDQWOHWKHPQRZ*LYHQ
WKHGHYHORSPHQWVLQLQWHUQHWFRQQHFWLYLW\YLUWXDOZRUOGFRPPXQLFDWLRQKDVEHFRPH
IDVWDQGUHOLDEOHWRR
:KLOHSDHDQVKDYHEHHQVXQJDERXWWHOHFRPPXWLQJDQGZRUNLQJIURPKRPH
DWWKHVWDUWRIWKHORFNGRZQLWLVEHFRPLQJIULJKWHQLQJO\REYLRXVWKDWWKLVLVD
SULYLOHJHWKDWRQO\DIHZFDQDIIRUG$QGQRWMXVWSHRSOHEXWDOVRFRPSDQLHV,Q
PDQ\RIILFHVLQFOXGLQJPHGLDRUJDQLVDWLRQVSURGXFWLRQV\VWHPVGHPDQGWKDW
SHRSOHFRPHWRZRUN7KHVHIRONVDUHDVLPSRUWDQWDVWKHIURQWOLQHKHDOWKDQG
SXEOLFVHFXULW\RIILFLDOVZKRKDYHOLWWOHFKRLFHEXWWRFRPHWRRIILFH$QGZKLOH
LWPLJKWEHPRQWKVEHIRUHDQ\RUJDQLVDWLRQJHWVEDFNWRIXOOVWDIILQJQXPEHUV
PDNHQRPLVWDNHPDQ\ILUPVWKHPVHOYHVZLOOEHYLFWLPVRIWKLVJLIWWKDWFDPH
IURP&KLQD7KHIXWXUHRIZRUNZKHQHYHULWGRHVUHVXPHZLOOEHPDUNHGO\GLI
IHUHQW%XWPXFKOLNHWKHIXWXUHRIDQ\WKLQJULJKWQRZLWZLOOEHLPSRVVLEOHWRSUH
GLFWZKDWOLIHZLOOEHOLNHDWRIILFHLQ
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Insurance Act 1991. According
to the relevant rules framed by
the Government, styrene is classified as a hazardous and a toxic
chemical. This should naturally
have required a greater degree of
supervision and monitoring of
operations. Some of the major
laws and regulations that appear
to have been overlooked in the
instant case are, Environment
(Protection) Act, 1986 and the
rules framed there under such as
the
Hazardous
Waste
Management and Handling Rule
1989 and ones framed there
under,
including
the
Manufacture, Storage And
Import Of Hazardous Chemical
(Amendment) Rules, 1989,
among others.
Despite a plethora of rules
and regulations, there are certain
aspects which indicate weakness
in our legal system in dealing
with such cases. During a discussion in the Parliament on the
Civil Liability for Nuclear
Damage Act, 2010, it was mentioned by the late Arun Jaitley,
who was then the leader of the
Opposition in the Rajya Sabha,
“We have a sad and unfortunate
experience of the Bhopal gas
leak. This law deals only with
nuclear incidents. I think, two
lessons still remain. If there are
incidents and accidents, which
are not on account of a nuclear
incident but because of which a
large number of casualty and
damage does take place, our legal
regime even today is only the
conventional legal regime. The

victims go to a civil court and
then have their remedies adjudicated, and we are all conscious
of the limitations of our legal system that it almost takes decades,
not years, in order to compensate the victims…”
These were ominous words,
whose importance one realises
only after 10 years when a tragic incident has occurred in
Visakhapatnam. The Parliament
can still amend the existing laws
or legislate a fresh enactment to
fill up this major lacuna. While
Andhra Pradesh Chief Minister
YS Jaganmohan Reddy has
already visited the spot and his
Government is undertaking necessary relief measures, there still
might be individual compensation seekers, whose expectations would have to be suitably
addressed.
The number of lawsuits
filed in India and abroad after
the Bhopal tragedy was so large
that a special enactment had to
be undertaken. All such matters
were transferred to a single judicial forum, which, however,
failed to deliver complete justice.
So let us not repeat the mistakes
of Bhopal and ensure adequate
compensation to the victims
and those injured in tune with
international
standards.
Compensation for the damage
caused to the environment, too,
must be made.
(The writer is a former
Governor and a Senior Advisor
at the Pranab Mukherjee
Foundation)
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Sir — It is a matter of deep concern that Mumbai is on the verge
of an unprecedented public health
emergency as both public and private hospitals in the city are
swamped with Coronavirus
patients. The ICU facilities of
almost all hospitals are fully
occupied and there is a shortage
of nearly 400 doctors and healthcare professionals. Despite the
lockdown, Mumbai is witnessing
400 cases daily on average. The
city’s medical infrastructure is
finding it difficult to meet its
needs, forcing a few to wait on
roads overnight before the
administration makes arrangements. The situation is so dire
that people with non-COVID
ailments are struggling to get
admitted. If the Government
doesn’t act immediately, the crisis will worsen, putting the lives
of many more patients at risk.
MN Musa
Mumbai

@b_RUdXUFYjQW\UQ[
Sir — This refers to the editorial, “Memories of Bhopal” (May 8).
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BUc`USddXUbYWXdc_V]YWbQ^dg_b[Ubc
Tb_TRcXeTBcPcT6^eTa]\T]cbWPeTQTT]S^X]VcWTXa
QXcc^T]bdaTcWPc\XVaP]cf^aZTabaTcda]W^\TfXcW
[TPbcWPbb[TbFXcWcWT6^eTa]\T]cP[[^fX]Vb_T
RXP[caPX]bc^WT[_cWT\aTPRWcWTXaW^\TbcWTaTfPbP
\PSadbW^U\XVaP]cbfW^`dTdTSd_c^aTVXbcTacWTXa
]P\TbX]PQXSc^RPcRWcWTUXabccaPX]W^\T8]XcXP[[hX]Sdb
cahbcPZTW^[STabQadbWTSPbXSTP__aTWT]bX^]b^eTacWT
\XVaP]cTg^SdbPUUTRcX]VcWT\7^fTeTafWT]aT_^acb
T\TaVTScWPc[PZWb^UbcaP]STS[PQ^daTabaTVXbcTaTSfXcW
cWT[^RP[PdcW^aXcXTbc^caP]b_^accWT\QPRZW^\TX]Sdb
cah W^]RW^b V^c f^aahX]V CWT 6^P 2WP\QTa ^U
2^\\TaRT P]S 8]Sdbcah WPb ]^f PbZTS cWT BcPcT
6^eTa]\T]cc^R^]bXSTaR^d]bT[[X]VcWT\X]c^bcPhX]V
>UR^dabTU^aPBcPcTXbb^WTPeX[hST_T]ST]c^]
cWTf^aZTab\TPbdaTbc^_aTT\_cP\PbbTg^Sdb^U
cWT\XVaP]c[PQ^daU^aRTXbfT[R^\T1dcW^fRP]SXS
WPbcWT6^eTa]\T]c³bP__aTRXPcX^]U^acWT\XVaP]cf^aZ
TabX]6^PQTT].8]TeXcPQ[hUX]SX]VcWT\bT[eTbPccWT
aTRTXeX]VT]SX]cWTbTcX\TbcWT6^eTa]\T]cfPbP[[
Qdc[Xbc[TbbX]XcbPccT\_cc^_a^eXSTaT[XTUc^cWTf^aZ
TabCWT°[^RZS^f]SX[T\\P±fX[[WPd]ccWT\XVaP]cb
U^a`dXcTb^\TcX\T8V]^aTSP]SPQP]S^]TS\P]hWPS
c^_TcXcX^]cWTXaBcPcT6^eTa]\T]cbc^WT[_cWT\^dc^U
cWTXa_aTSXRP\T]c8]aTb_^]bTcWT6^P6^eTa]\T]cfPb
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The dreadful incident of the
styrene gas leak from a chemical plant near Visakhapatnam has
brought more bad news amid the
gathering economic gloom. A gas
leak at a paper mill in
Chhattisgarh and a boiler explo-

more than 56,000 lives, the nation
can ill-afford to bear such a catastrophe. All those killed and
injured in this mishap must get
just compensation.
Tushar Anand
Patna

5^TQ^WUbY^W\YfUc

bTT]R^]caPSXRcX]VXcb^f]bcP]SQhdaVX]VR^]caPRcdP[
PVT]RXTbc^cPZTRPaT^UcWTf^aZTabQh_a^eXSX]VcWT\
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]^ffP]cbcWTR^]caPRc^abc^X\_aTbbd_^]cWT[PQ^da
Tabc^]^c[TPeT6^PCWXbb^d]SbPbXUcWTPS\X]XbcaP
cX^]WPbPQb^[eTSXcbT[U^UP[[aTb_^]bXQX[XcXTb8]bdRWP
bXcdPcX^]fWPcf^d[S\^cXePcTcWT\XVaP]cbc^R^]cX]
dTf^aZX]V.<^aT^eTacWT_^[XRTc^^WPeT]^cQTT]
bh\_PcWTcXRc^cWT\8cXbX]cWTX]cTaTbc^UcWTBcPcTc^
caTPccWT\XVaP]cf^aZTabfXcWZXSV[^eTb
?PRWd]<T]^]
<PaVP^

sion at a Neyveli Lignite
Corporation plant, too, were
reported on the same day.
With this, serious questions
have arisen regarding the set-up
of chemical plants in the country.
Styrene is a known carcinogen

and requires a high level of supervision during usage. Negligence
on the part of the staff must be
investigated and those held
responsible must be booked.
In these times when the
Corona pandemic has affected

Sir — It is not surprising that hundreds of people thronged TASMAC shops in Tamil Nadu without maintaining physical distancing. There is now fear that many
asymptomatic people may have
spread the virus. How far could
authorities have implemented the
“one bottle per person” order of the
High Court? When policemen
found it a Herculean task to
restrict the movement of people
during the “lockdown within lockdown” period, how could they
possibly have controlled crowds in
front of TASMAC shops? The
crowds now endanger the health
of the entire community. Who will
be held responsible if the numbers
of the infected swell soon?
Tharcius S Fernando
Chennai
BT]Shh^daUUTTSQPRZcc^)
[TccTabc^_X^]TTa/V\PX[R^\

P]P[hbXb
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KH PHGLD KDV UHSHDWHGO\ EHHQ VKRZLQJ KHDUWEUHDNLQJ
YLGHRVLPDJHV RI KXQGUHGV RI WKRXVDQGV RI RXWRIZRUN
PLJUDQWODERXUHUVKHDGLQJIRUWKHLUYLOODJHVKXQGUHGVRINLOR
PHWUHVDZD\7KH\KDYHEHHQEUDYLQJWKHVHDULQJKHDWKXQJHUDQG
WKLUVWDVWKH\WU\WRUHDFKKRPHXQGHUWHUULEOHFRQGLWLRQV:KLOHVRPH
ZHUHDEOHWRJHWRQWKHWUDLQVPHDQWWRFDUU\WKHPEDFNWRWKHLU6WDWHV
PRVWZHUHOHIWWRWKHLURZQGHYLFHV0RVWGHFLGHGWRZDONKRPHDQG
WKHUHKDYHEHHQFDVHVRISHRSOHG\LQJRXWRIVKHHUH[KDXVWLRQDQG
ODFNRIQXWULWLRQRQWKHZD\DVWKH\ZHUHIRUFHGWRVWLFNWREDFNURDGV
UDLOZD\WUDFNVDQGILHOGVWRDYRLGEHLQJFDXJKWDQGSXQLVKHGE\SROLFH
PHQIRUYLRODWLQJWKHQDWLRQZLGHORFNGRZQWKDWKDVEHHQRQIRUWKH
ODVWGD\VQRZ7KHPRVWUHFHQWWUDJHG\WRKLWWKHPLJUDQWVZDV
WKHPRZLQJGRZQRIH[KDXVWHGZRUNHUVLQ$XUDQJDEDGZKRKDG
JRQHRIIWRVOHHSRQWKHUDLOZD\WUDFNVDQGJRWFUXVKHGE\DJRRGV
WUDLQHDUO\LQWKHPRUQLQJ7KHUHLVQRGRXEWWKDWWKHORFNGRZQKDV
FDXVHGDORWRIKDUGVKLSDQGVXIIHULQJWRWKHVHSHRSOHDQGWKHLUIDP
LOLHV%XWWKHPRUHLPSRUWDQWTXHVWLRQZKLFKQRERG\DVNVLVWKLV
:KDWZLOOWKHVHSHRSOHGRRQJHWWLQJKRPH"
7KHZRUNHUVKDGPLJUDWHGWRWKHFLWLHVLQVHDUFKRIMREVDVWKHUH
ZHUHQRQHDYDLODEOHLQWKHLUYLOODJHV7KHSRSXODWLRQKDVLQFUHDVHG
IURPDERXWFURUHLQLQXQGLYLGHG,QGLDWRDERXWFURUH
WRGD\PLQXV3DNLVWDQDQG%DQJODGHVK7KLVLVDSRSXODWLRQLQFUHDVH
RIDERXWIRXUWLPHV7KHUHLVWKHUHIRUHWRRPXFKRIDEXUGHQRQWKH
FXOWLYDEOHODQG0RUHRYHUPDFKLQHU\KDVSDUWLDOO\GLVSODFHGIDUPODERXU
6RIRUERWKWKHVHUHDVRQVSHRSOHPLJUDWHGWRFLWLHVLQODUJHQXP
EHUVDIWHUDVWKH\KDGQRVRXUFHRILQFRPHLQWKHYLOODJHV,W
LVHVWLPDWHGWKDWLQDZKRSSLQJSHUFHQWRI,QGLDQVZHUH
OLYLQJLQYLOODJHVDQGRQO\SHUFHQWZHUHLQWKHFLWLHV7RGD\LWLV
EHOLHYHGWKDWRQO\SHUFHQWOLYHLQYLOODJHVDQGSHUFHQW
DUHLQWKHFLWLHV
1RZWRVHQGFURUHVRISHRSOHZKRKDGPLJUDWHGWRWKHWRZQV
EDFNWRWKHLUYLOODJHVUDLVHVWKHTXHVWLRQRIWKHODFNRIOLYHOLKRRG\HW
DJDLQ7KHUHLVQRZRUNIRUWKHPLQWKHLUYLOODJHV7KH\ZLOORQO\EHFRPH
DEXUGHQRQWKHLUUHODWLYHVDQGZRXOGKDUGO\EHZHOFRPHWKHUH,Q
WKHWRZQVWKH\ZHUHHDUQLQJVRPHPRQH\ZKLFKWKH\ZRXOGVHQG
EDFNWRWKHLUZLYHVDQGFKLOGUHQOLYLQJLQWKHYLOODJH1RZWKHLUZLYHV
ZRXOGKDUGO\EHKDSS\DWWKHLUUHWXUQDVWKH\ZRXOGQRWHDUQIRUWKHLU
IDPLOLHVUDWKHUWKH\ZRXOGQHHGWREHIHGE\VRPHRQH
2QHLVUHPLQGHGRI-RKQ6WHLQEHFN·VJUHDWQRYHO*UDSHVRI:UDWK
ZKLFKLVDERXWPLJUDQWVZKRIOHGWR&DOLIRUQLDIURP2NODKRPD7H[DV
$UNDQVDVDQGVRPHRWKHU866WDWHVDIWHUWKH\ORVWWKHLUOLYHOLKRRG
EHFDXVHRIWKHGXVWVWRUPVDQGUHFHVVLRQLQWKHV7KH\WKRXJKW
WKH\ZRXOGJHWMREVLQ&DOLIRUQLDEXWIRXQGWKDWWKH\ZHUHXQZHOFRPH
WKHUHDVORFDOZRUNHUVWKRXJKWWKH\ZRXOGGHSUHVVZDJHVDQGEULQJ
LQGLVHDVHV%HFDXVHRIWKHVHIDFWRUVWKHPLJUDQWZRUNHUVIDFHGJUHDW
KRVWLOLW\IURPWKHORFDOV6WHLQEHFNZULWHV´5LSHJUDSHVVSLOOWKHLUMXLFHV
ZKHQSUHVVHGIRUZLQH6LPLODUO\WKHPLJUDQWVZHUHULSHZLWKZUDWK
DQGERLOLQJZLWKDQJHUWKDWZDVUHDG\WRVSLOOIRUWK,QWKHLUVRXOVWKH
JUDSHVRIZUDWKZHUHILOOLQJDQGJURZLQJKHDY\µ7KHVDPHFDQEH
VDLGRIFRQGLWLRQVLQ,QGLDWRGD\8QOHVVWKHUHLVVRPHGUDVWLFUHPH
GLDOPHDVXUHE\WKH*RYHUQPHQWIRRGULRWVDQGFLYLOGLVRUGHUVPD\
EUHDNRXWVRRQLQPDQ\SDUWVRIWKHFRXQWU\
7KLVKDSSHQHGLQ)UDQFHLQEHFDXVHRIWKHEUHDGVKRUW
DJHVLQ3DULVDQGRWKHUFLWLHVOHDGLQJXSWRWKH)UHQFK5HYROXWLRQ
6RPHWKLQJVLPLODUKDSSHQHGLQ6W3HWHUVEXUJLQ5XVVLDZKHQZRPHQ
GHPRQVWUDWHGLQ)HEUXDU\RQ,QWHUQDWLRQDO:RPHQ·V'D\GHPDQG
LQJEUHDGFDXVLQJWKH)HEUXDU\5HYROXWLRQ
,QP\RSLQLRQWKH3ULPH0LQLVWHUVKRXOGQRZVHULRXVO\FRQVLG
HUIRUPLQJD1DWLRQDO*RYHUQPHQWLQFOXGLQJOHDGHUVRIWKHSUHVHQW
2SSRVLWLRQSDUWLHVDQGDOVRVRPHVFLHQWLVWVWHFKQLFDODQGDGPLQLV
WUDWLYHH[SHUWV%ULWLVK3ULPH0LQLVWHU:LQVWRQ&KXUFKLOOKDGGRQHWKLV
LQ0D\ZKHQIDFHGZLWKWKHORRPLQJGDQJHURILQYDVLRQE\1D]L
*HUPDQ\7KLV1DWLRQDO*RYHUQPHQWIXQFWLRQHGIURP0D\WR
0D\ZKHQWKH:RUOG:DU,,HQGHG'XULQJWKLVSHULRGWKHUHZHUH
QR2SSRVLWLRQSDUWLHVLQWKH%ULWLVK3DUOLDPHQWVLQFHWKH2SSRVLWLRQ
KDG MRLQHG WKH *RYHUQPHQW &KXUFKLOO ZKR ZDV RI WKH PDMRULW\
&RQVHUYDWLYH3DUW\UHPDLQHGWKH3ULPH0LQLVWHUEXW&OHPHQW$WOHH
WKHOHDGHURIWKH2SSRVLWLRQ/DERXU3DUW\EHFDPHWKH'HSXW\3ULPH
0LQLVWHU7KHUHZHUHRWKHUVIURPWKH/DERXU3DUW\WRRZKRMRLQHG
WKH*RYHUQPHQW
,QP\RSLQLRQZLWKUHVSHFWWR3ULPH0LQLVWHU0RGLWKHFULWLFDO
SUREOHPVIDFLQJWKHFRXQWU\WRGD\DUHWRRELJIRUKLPDQGKLVSDUW\
WRKDQGOHDORQH7KHHFRQRP\LVVLQNLQJUDSLGO\DQGWKHSDQGHPLF
KDVJUHDWO\DJJUDYDWHGWKHVLWXDWLRQ:HDUHIDFLQJDGDQJHURIHSLF
SURSRUWLRQV)RRGULRWVPD\EUHDNRXWDQ\WLPHDQGODZDQGRUGHUPD\
FROODSVHOHDGLQJWRDQDUFK\6RZKDWLVQHHGHGWRGD\LVWKHFRP
ELQHGHIIRUWRIWKHZKROHQDWLRQ6RGHDU3ULPH0LQLVWHUSOHDVHVHW
DVLGHSROLWLFDOGLIIHUHQFHVDQGULVHWRWKHRFFDVLRQE\IRUPLQJD1DWLRQDO
*RYHUQPHQWZKLFKZLOOSXOOWRJHWKHULQDFULVLV<RXZLOOEHKDLOHGDV
DJUHDWVWDWHVPDQOLNH&KXUFKLOOLI\RXGRVR
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ith India currently besieged by COVID19 and the host of socio-economic problems that come along with it, few can afford
to worry about geo-political machinations taking
place abroad. Yet, as the peace process between the
United States (US) and the Taliban in Afghanistan
reaches a precarious position — with the Taliban having ramped up their attacks against the Afghan
Government despite the recent spread of the
Coronavirus in the country — it is imperative India
takes stock of the situation.
While it might be many months before the US
finally exits Afghanistan, especially with the virus
complicating prisoner exchange and the ongoing
negotiations, the South Asian security matrix is going
to undergo a paradigm shift once all American military operations come to their inevitable end. India
must aim to use this transition to boost its regional security interests.
The conflict in Afghanistan can at one level be
understood as being between the majority Pashtuns
who are mostly concentrated in Southern and
Central Afghanistan (and across the Durand Line,
the 2,430-km border between Afghanistan and
Pakistan), who the Taliban claim to represent, fight8=0B8CD0C8>=>5
ing against the empowerment of ethnic minorities
0=0;;>DC
from northern Afghanistan such as the Tajiks,
<8;8C0AH
Hazaras and Uzbeks by successive democraticallyelected governments.
20<?086=F74A4
While both the past and present presidents of
C74C0;810=
Afghanistan — Hamid Karzai and Ashraf Ghani —
<867C70E40=
are Pashtun, they are seen as leaders propped up by
8=2;8=0C8>=C>
the West. They are also seen as being overly-sym50;;102:>=
pathetic to ethnic minorities. Moreover, many State
?0:8BC0=5>A
institutions are dominated by ethnic minorities and
0BB8BC0=24
see a lack of representation by the Pashtuns.
8=380<DBC14 Taliban without the Afghan Government.
However, the conflict in Afghanistan has also
A403HC>4=6064 Regardless of how these negotiations
been considered as a continuation of the proxy war
F8C74@D8E0;4=C ultimately pan out, any form of eventual
between India and Pakistan. It is no secret that
Pakistan’s Inter-Services Intelligence (ISI) has deep 0BB8BC0=248=C74 peace will need the integration of the
ties with the Taliban and has continued to back 5>A<>542>=><82 Taliban into the governing State — a realextremist groups in Afghanistan, even while calling 0=37D<0=8C0A80= isation that made the US finally reach the
itself an “ally” of the US in its war on terror.
083C>C74 negotiation table. As it stands presently,
A recent example of the Pakistani military estabthe Taliban have been able to keep their
4=C8C84BC70C
lishment’s support to the Taliban and allied terror
sphere of influence strong enough to make
F8;;B0546D0A3 the US realise that trying to govern
groups was the attack on a gurdwara in Kabul on
8CB8=C4A4BCB Afghanistan as a whole, in a state of peace
March 25. Prima facie it was thought to be an attack
B><470F:8B7 and stability, would be impossible withcarried out by the Islamic State (IS). However, furE>824B70E44E4= out their cooperation. The US war aim of
ther investigations carried out by Afghan authorities found direct links between the attackers, the 20;;435>A8=380= completely eradicating the Taliban and
Taliban-linked Haqqani Network and the ISI. A
1>>CB>=C74 making the majority ethnic group, the
report produced by the European Foundation for
6A>D=38=0= Pashtuns, co-opt into a democratic system
South Asian Studies (EFSAS) further substantiated 455>ACC>58;;C74 dominated by minority ethnic groups was
these links.
E>83C70CF8;;14 near impossible. Ghani and Abdullah both
India, on its part, has been a staunch supportto realise this, if they have not already
;45C1HC74DB need
er of the democratic Afghan State. This link has existdone so.
CA>>?BH4C85
ed since the pre-9/11 terror attacks, when New Delhi
So where does India find itself at this
78BC>AH70B threshold of a new phase in Afghanistan?
supplied military equipment and humanitarian supC0D67CDB The resurgence of the Taliban has obviport to the Northern Alliance in its effort to topple
0=HC78=605C4A ously worried New Delhi. A key interest
the brutal Taliban regime.
C741A8C8B7 of India, if not its main, is to ensure that
The Northern Alliance later went on to form the
Afghan Government and many of its leaders, such
B>E84C0=3=>F the Afghan State does not eventually conas General Dostum, are now key members of the DB<8B03E4=CDA4 sist of elements that would support
present regime. William Dalrymple’s Brookings Essay
C>BC018;8B4 extremist groups functioning in Kashmir.
A Deadly Triangle, published in 2013, presents and
05670=8BC0=8C In the past, the Taliban have been known
explains this tacit conflict cogently.
have warm relations with the LaksharF>D;3140 to
With the US now having committed to leaving,
e-Taiba (LeT) and the Jaish-e-Mohammed
the weakest entity in this entire sum seems to be the C4AA81;4<8BC0:4 (JeM). Extremist networks based in
C>3>B> Kashmir, with the backing of the IS, have
Afghan Government. With the decrease in Western
military support to it, the Taliban have made steady
been known previously to have auxiliary
gains and now control over a third of the country.
bases functioning freely across
The Afghan National Army has been unable to estabAfghanistan and Pakistan.
lish itself as an effective fighting force.
However, the Taliban now seem to be
Moreover, the recent election results have been
willing to leave behind extremist inclinaheavily disputed and both leading candidates,
tions if allowed to integrate into the
incumbent Ashraf Ghani and his opponent Abdullah
Afghan State. They have repeatedly
Abdullah, have sworn themselves in as President in
claimed that they have now cut former ties
March. A divided civilian leadership, a weak miliand will not allow terror groups to functary establishment and with US support nearing its
tion in Afghanistan if allowed to form a
expiry date, the Afghan Government now finds itself
Government. Recently, during an online
in a bleak spot.
conference hosted by the Delhi-based
This situation has been further exacerbated by
think-tank Global Counter-terrorism
the US negotiating for a peace deal directly with the
Council, the Taliban spokesperson

W

Mohammad Shaheen stated, “We will
never want any foreign organisation
using Afghan soil to target another country. We will bring a law to stop any such
activity.” More pertinently, Shaheen also
claimed that the Taliban would be more
than willing to engage with neighbouring
countries “on the basis of mutual respect
and mutual interests.”
While the solidity of these sentiments
will only be seen in times to come, India
must now aim to establish some sort of
ties with the Taliban. Till now, it has been
openly hostile to the negotiations undertaken by the US and has repeatedly tried
to lobby for their termination. Continuing
such aggressive posturing against the
Taliban is folly if India wants to have substantial influence in a post-America
Afghanistan. At a time when the Taliban
themselves are re-evaluating their relations
with their Pakistani allies and are fearing
the spectre of extremism and lawlessness
that ISI activity brings, India must aim to
provide them with an alternate regional
option.
Some analysts, such as veteran journalist and author Ahmed Rashid, have
even gone on to claim that the Taliban
would prefer closer relations with India
now. In contrast to Pakistan, which has
backed terror groups that have only
brought destruction and devastation
upon the country, India has immense soft
power in Afghanistan. Holding back
from military intervention, while continuing to support Afghanistan economically with Indian aid totalling more than $3
billion now, has been an effective geopolitical move.
Further strengthening this commitment, the Indian Government in midApril sent medical and food supplies to aid
the Afghan Government in tackling
COVID-19. If relations with the Taliban
are not established in this new chapter of
Afghanistan, which will most likely see

them play a pivotal role, India will risk
squandering its influence. Simultaneously
though, India must also continue its
engagement with the democratic regime
and the northern ethnic minorities. It is
equally important to remember that a situation resembling the Afghan civil war of
the late 90s, between the Taliban and the
erstwhile Northern Alliance, is still very
much a possibility.
In a situation of an all-out military
campaign, where the Taliban might have
an inclination to fall back on Pakistan for
assistance, India must be ready to engage
with equivalent assistance in the form of
economic and humanitarian aid to the
entities that will safeguard its interests.
Some hawkish voices have even called for
Indian boots on the ground in an effort
to fill the void that will be left by the US
troops.
Yet, if history has taught us anything,
after the British, Soviet and now US misadventure to stabilise Afghanistan, it
would be a terrible mistake to do so. It is
important to remember that much of the
goodwill harboured by the Afghans
towards India has been due to our ability to help them without intervening militarily, an action which will be perceived
as hostile by many. No nation appreciates
the idea of a foreign army on its soil —
especially not Afghanistan.
In a situation which is constantly
developing and has the possibility of multifarious outcomes, India must constantly try to pre-empt the status quo and build
ties that will help assert its geo-political
interests. A stable and peaceful regime in
Afghanistan, which censures terror activity, is vital to India’s security interests.
Deeming Afghanistan to be irrelevant, as
some have, will only result in the weakening of India’s position in South Asia.
(The writer is with the School of
Oriental and African Studies, University of
London)
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gricultural extension is a
form of informal education
that aims at transfer of scientific interventions to farmers and
collection of feedback from them.
The ultimate aim is to introduce the
latest technical know-how in agriculture and allied activities such as
dairy, poultry, apiculture, marketing
and so on. The use of effective tools,
vernacular languages and group
dynamics marks the effectiveness of
any extension programme.
Apart from the other challenges
that plague agricultural extension,

A

the ongoing Coronavirus pandemic has compelled us to think and
plan about its future in India.
Normally, agriculture extension services are mainly provided by
the functionaries of State departments of agriculture and local voluntary organisations.
The Indian Council of
Agricultural Research (ICAR) started its extension activities with the
National Demonstration project in
1964. Further, the Krishi Vigyan
Kendra (KVK) was introduced in
1974 to offer need-based and skilloriented training to farmers and
extension workers. Then the Lab to
Land Programme was launched in
1979 to improve the economic condition of small, marginal farmers
and landless agricultural labourers.
KVKs are considered to be the
front runners in providing extension
services to farmers even in the
remotest districts of the country.
The mandate of KVKs is
Technology Assessment and

Demonstration for wider
Application and to enhance
Capacity Development (TADACD). The target is horizontal expansion of proven agricultural technologies through on-farm testing (OFT),
frontline demonstrations (FLDs),
farmers’ trainings, vocational trainings for rural youth, interaction
meetings between scientists and
extension functionaries, field days
and Kisan Melas. At present there
are 713 KVKs under the administrative control of State and Central
Agricultural Universities (498),
ICAR Institutes (63), NGOs (101),
State Governments (38) and other
educational institutions (13).
In recent years, KVKs are performing the duties of primary
awareness centres for all Centrallysponsored schemes in the rural
and agricultural sector. During the
lockdown period also, KVKs are creating awareness among rural households for taking precautionary measures in their farms to avoid the

spread of the Coronavirus.
However, extension activities
such as training of farmers, rural
youth and extension functionaries
require a minimum gathering of 20
to 25 people at one place. On the
other hand, organisation of Kisan
Melas, field days on specific
crop/enterprise, farmers’ seminars
and campaigns involve the build-up
of more than 100 farmers.
One of the modern extension
approaches recommended for doubling farmers’ incomes are Self
Help Groups (SHGs), farmers clubs
and so on. These are formed to
boost group activities so as to bring
economies of scale in farming
through better resource management.
Farmers, as producers of agricultural products, can form groups
and register themselves under the
Indian Companies Act to form
Farmer Producer Organisations
(FPOs). The aim is to improve the
bargaining power of farmers

through building of resources and
social capital. The Government
intends to set up 10,000 FPOs over
the next five years in different fields
of agriculture, including value addition and processing of fruits, vegetables and meat products.
Cluster frontline demonstrations (CFLDs) on oilseeds and pulses, traditional agriculture development plan and so on, are among the
major extension programmes of
the Ministry of Agriculture and
Farmers’ Welfare which employs a
cluster approach for sustainable
production in agriculture.
Further, agricultural marketing covers so many activities which
involve interaction of multiple stakeholders at one place. Starting from
primary rural/village markets to
wholesale regulated markets, all
involve direct contact of many
farmers, intermediaries and consumers to do interconnected activities for completing the supply
chain of agricultural products.

However, there are a large number of agricultural services that are
effectively managed by IT applications, including accessibility to markets, training, capacity-building,
collection of feedback from farmers
and so on. The creation of an IT
infrastructure has been an integral
part of the Government’s strategy for
effective delivery of services.
The National e-Governance
Plan (NeGP) was introduced in
2006 to make all Government services available to citizens via the
electronic media. Approximately, 45
per cent of the world’s ICT projects
are implemented in India, with the
maximum number of information
kiosks being in rural India.
E-agriculture initiatives such
as Agrisnet, Digital green, eSagu,
Agmarknet, eArik, Village
Knowledge Centers (VKCs), SMS
Portal/mKisan Portal, Kisan Call
Centers (KCCs) and so on, are successfully rendering agricultural
extension services.

Mobile apps like Kisan Suvidha,
Pusa Krishi, Krishi Gyan, Crop
insurance, Agri Market and IFFCO
Kisan Agriculture and so on, are also
popular among farmers and extension functionaries.
Despite the availability of the eplatform for extension services in
agriculture, the usage by farmers,
even the youth, remains very low.
Looking at the current mindset
and the need for social distancing in
the wake of the pandemic, organising agricultural extension activities in the country will be a huge
challenge.
Taking into consideration the
success of group dynamics in agricultural extension, there is an urgent
need to devise alternative methodologies for offering uninterrupted
extension services to the clientele,
apart from ICT.
(The writer is Scientist, Agril
Economics,
Sher-e-Kashmir
University of Agricultural Sciences
and Technology)
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Geneva: A wholesale market in
the central Chinese city of
Wuhan played a role in the outbreak of the novel coronavirus
last year, as the source or possibly as an “amplifying setting”,
the World Health Organization
said on Friday, calling for more
research.
Chinese authorities shut
down the market in January as
part of efforts to halt the spread
of the virus and ordered a temporary ban on trade and consumption of wildlife.
“The market played a role
in the event, that’s clear. But
what role we don’t know,
whether it was the source or
amplifying setting or just a
coincidence that some cases
were detected in and around
that market,” said Dr Peter
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Ben Embarek, a WHO expert
on food safety and zoonotic
viruses that cross the species
barrier from animals to
humans.
It was not clear whether
live animals or infected vendors
or shoppers may have brought
the virus into the market, he
told a Geneva news briefing.
US Secretary of State Mike
Pompeo has said there is “a significant amount of evidence”
the virus came from the
Wuhan laboratory, although
he has also said there wasn’t
certainty.
No public evidence has
linked the outbreak to the lab
in Wuhan and scientists have
said the coronavirus appears to
have developed in nature. A
German intelligence report
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cast doubts on Pompeo’s allegations, Der Spiegel reported.
Ben Embarek did not
address the accusations.
He noted that it took
researchers a year to identify
camels as the source of the
MERS
(Middle
East
Respiratory Syndrome) virus, a
coronavirus that emerged in
Saudi Arabia in 2012 and
spread in the Middle East,
adding: “It’s not too late.”
“What is important, what
would be of great help, is to get
hold of the virus before it adapted to humans, before the version
we have now. Because then we
would better understand how it
adapted to humans, how it
evolved,” he said.
“In terms of investigations,
China has most probably, most
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GENEVA: The World Health
Organization’s emergencies
chief is pushing back against
misinformation that heating or
cooling the body can help fight
the coronavirus.
Dr Michael Ryan said
Friday he’d heard “various stories” suggesting it might be
important “to be very hot or be
very cold” to fight COVID-19.
“This has no impact on the
virus,” he said.
Ryan’s comments were the
latest attempt to dispel urban
legend and other speculation
about how to defend against,
counteract or seek miracle
home remedy-style cures for
the pandemic disease.
Ryan noted that viruses
and infectious diseases often
cause the body to have fevers.
“Having a temperature in
itself is not necessarily a bad
thing,” he said.
“But also that temperature
has to be carefully monitored,
especially in children.”
AP

LONDON: The head of the
World Health Organization
says the agency needs $1.7 billion to fund its response efforts
for COVID-19 for the rest of
the year — and that it’s about
$1.3 billion short.
Last month, U.S. President
Donald Trump announced he
was suspending funding to the
U.N. health agency, saying
WHO botched its response to
the coronavirus pandemic and
was acting as a public relations
agency for China. WHO said
previously it was conducting an
assessment of what the loss of
U.S. funding would mean for its
operations.
In a press briefing on
Friday, WHO chief Tedros
Adhanom Ghebreyesus said
WHO’s COVID-19 strategic
plan is focused on several
objectives, including providing
technical and logistical support
to all countries, particularly
those with fragile health systems.
AP

likely, all the expertise needed
to do these investigations. They
have lot of very qualified
researchers to that,” he said.
A common sight across
Asia, wet markets traditionally sell fresh produce and live
animals, such as fish, in the
open air.
Many markets worldwide
that sell live animals must be
better regulated and hygiene
conditions improved, and some
should be closed down, Ben
Embarek said. “But the vast
majority can be fixed, can be
better organised.” It is often a
question of controlling waste
management, the movement of
people and goods, and of separating live animals from animal products and from fresh
goods, he said.
Agency

he number of people in
Italy who’ve died with
T
COVID-19 infections has
topped 30,000.
The Health Ministry registered 243 deaths on Friday,
bringing the total of those who
died in the country to 30,201.
Italy was the first country in
Europe with a major outbreak
of the coronavirus.
Authorities say many more
likely died with the infection at
home or in nursing homes
without being diagnosed.
With 1,327 more cases registered in the 24-hour period
ending Friday evening, Italy
now tallies 217,185 confirmed
coronavirus infections.
Some 11,000 more people
have recovered from the illness
than are currently positive for
the infection.
Lombardy in the north
continues to be the hardest-hit
region, accounting for nearly
one-half of the latest cases registered on Friday.
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hina said on Friday it supports a World Health
Organization-led review into
the global response to the coronavirus outbreak, but “after
the pandemic is over”.
The comments from foreign ministry spokeswoman
Hua Chunying came as China
has faced increasing global
pressure in recent weeks to
allow an international investigation into the origins of the
pandemic.
The review should be conducted in an “open, transparent and inclusive manner”
under the leadership of World
Health Organization (WHO)
chief Tedros Adhanom
Ghebreyesus, Hua said at a
briefing.
But she added that it
should be at an “appropriate
time after the pandemic is
over”. China also stressed that
any inquiry should be based on
the International Health
Regulations, and be authorised
by the World Health Assembly
or Executive Committee —
the WHO’s dual governing
bodies.
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hina on Friday asked
American politicians not to
C
“waste” their time by trying to
drive a “wedge” between the ruling Communist Party and the
Chinese people over the deadly coronavirus pandemic.
Chinese Foreign Ministry
spokesperson Hua Chunying
during a media briefing here
said it was under the leadership
of the Communist Party of
China (CPC), Chinese people
made important progress in
fighting the pandemic.
“Accusing Chinese political
system. We cannot accept this.
They are doing it out of malicious intentions. They want to
drive a wedge between the CPC
and people,” Hua said.
“The US politicians shouldn’t waste time in driving a wedge
between the CPC and the people. Our political systems can coexist and this serves the common interest of both the people,”
she said, responding to criticism
on a host of issues related to
China by US Secretary of State
Mike Pompeo.
In recent days, US President
Donald Trump and Pompeo
have claimed that the deadly

virus originated from the
Wuhan Institute of Virology in
the central Chinese city of
Wuhan, where the outbreak
was first detected last December.
The Trump administration
is currently weighing punitive
actions against China over its
early handling of the global
health emergency. Washington
is also pressing Beijing to allow
American experts to probe the
origin of the deadly virus.
China has stoutly denied the
allegations and says the US
wants to distract from its own
response to the pandemic ahead
of the November presidential
election in which Trump is
seeking re-election.
The US is home to the
world’s largest and deadliest
coronavirus outbreak, with more
than 75,000 fatalities and over
1.2 million cases.
Pompeo, who is regularly
accusing China on a slew of
issues relating to the COVID-19,
dominates the Chinese Foreign
Ministry press briefings almost
every day with a host of Chinese
journalists raising questions one
after another seeking response
for comments.
This promoted her to say
that the ministry’s briefings
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pain’s army says it expects
two more outbreaks of the
Scoronavirus,
according to an
internal document seen by
The Associated Press.
The army report predicts
“two more waves of the epidemic” and Spain will take
“between a year and a yearand-a-half to return to normality.”
It says the second wave
would be in autumn or winter
and possibly less serious than
the initial outbreak due to
higher immunity in the population.
It adds a possible third
wave would be “greatly weakened” if there is a vaccine
available next year.
The document was published
by
Spanish
newspaper ABC on Friday and
later confirmed as authentic by
the AP.
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uropean leaders held muted
commemorations Friday to
E
mark the end of World War II
on the continent, as coronavirus lockdowns kept crowds
from celebrating VE Day.
Across the ocean, Americans
awaited what is expected to be
the worst set of unemployment
figures since record-keeping
began in 1948.
The European celebrations
came in stark contrast to the
way millions of its citizens

spilled onto the streets 75 years
ago, waving flags, flashing victory signs and dancing in joy
because the carnage on their
continent had ended.
Street parties this year were
banned in Britain. In France,
President Emmanuel Macron
laid a wreath at the Arc de
Triomphe monument at the top
of a largely deserted ChampsElysees Avenue since the country is still under a strict lockdown until Monday.
A day earlier, Macron
spoke to his Russian counterpart Vladimir Putin, who had
to cancel his own huge Victory
Day parade that had been
planned for Saturday in
Moscow.
Macron said the pandemic “makes the construction of
peace and stability on the continent and in the rest of the
world more necessary than
ever,” according to a statement.
With nearly 26,000 confirmed virus deaths, France is
among the world’’s top five

hardest-hit nations in the pandemic. Britain, with over
30,000 confirmed deaths, is
second only to the US, which
has seen nearly 76,000 people
killed by the virus. Russia has
reported only 1,625 virus
deaths, but infections are jumping by over 10,000 each day.
Experts believe all those figures
— especially the Russian death
toll — understate the true
impact of the coronavirus.
In Germany, President
Frank-Walter Steinmeier,
Chancellor Angela Merkel and
the heads of the parliament and
top court laid wreaths at the
memorial to victims of war and
violence in Berlin.
“The corona pandemic is
forcing us to commemorate
alone — apart from those who
are important to us and to
whom we are grateful,”
Steinmeier said. He urged
Germans to “think, feel and act
as Europeans” amid the coronavirus crisis.
As European nations and

US states plot tentative, chaotic and often completely different road maps out of their lockdowns while still attempting to
avoid a second wave of infections, China and South Korea
highlighted the risks of easing
such measures. Both Asian
nations on Friday reported
more coronavirus cases after
relaxing restrictions.
South Korea’’s 13 new
infections were its first increase
higher than 10 in five days. A
dozen were linked to a 29-yearold who managed to visit three
nightclubs in Seoul last weekend. “A drop of ink in clear
water spreads swiftly,” Vice
Health Minister Kim Gang-lip
said, urging vigilance to guard
the country’’s hard-won gains.
“Anyone can become that drop
of ink that spreads COVID19.” South Korea’’s top infectious disease expert said the
country could possibly push
back its plans to reopen schools
if infections surge again over
the upcoming weekend after a

weeks-long decline.
In China, where the new
coronavirus first emerged late
last year, authorities reported
17 new virus cases, including
16 people not showing any
symptoms. No new deaths have
been reported for more than
three weeks.
Health experts say every
nation will see some type of
second wave of infections after
their lockdowns ease. Yet the
economic impact of the measures on the world’’s largest
economy will be on full display
Friday when the U.S. government reports the unemployment rate for April.
The rate could reach 16%
or more, according to economists surveyed by the data
provider FactSet. Some 33 million Americans have sought
unemployment benefits since
the virus hit and experts say 21
million jobs may have been lost
for good. That would mean that
nearly all the U.S. job growth in
the 11 years since the Great
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Singapore: Far from barking its
orders, a robot dog enlisted by
Singapore authorities to help
curb coronavirus infections in
the city-state politely asks joggers and cyclists to stay apart.
The remote-controlled,
four-legged machine built by
Boston Dynamics was first
deployed in a central park on
Friday as part of a two-week
trial that could see it join other
robots policing Singapore’s
green spaces during a nationwide lockdown.
“Let’s keep Singapore
healthy,” the yellow and black
robodog named SPOT said in
English as it roamed around.
“For your own safety and
for those around you, please
stand at least one metre apart.
Thank you,” it added, in a

softly-spoken female voice.
Despite the niceties,
breaches of Singapore’s strict
lockdown rules can result in
hefty fines and even jail.
The city-state of 5.7 million
people has more than 21,000
cases, one of the highest tallies
in Asia, largely due to mass
infections among migrant
workers living in cramped dormitories in areas little visited by
tourists.
Under rules to enforce the
lockdown in place until June 1,
residents can only leave their
homes for essential trips like grocery shopping and must wear a
mask at all times in public.
Exercise outdoors is permissible but must be done
alone.Another robot, in the
shape of a small car, has been

deployed at a nearby reservoir
to warn visitors “not to loiter”
and that “gatherings are not
allowed”.
The authorities behind the
latest trial - the government
technology and cyber security
agencies - said in a statement
that SPOT could better cross
rough terrain in parks and
gardens. As well as broadcasting messages reminding visitors of social distancing measures, SPOT is fitted with cameras and analytics tools to estimate the number of people in
the park. Authorities said the
cameras would not be able to
track individuals or record
personal data.SPOT has also
recently been trialled for use at
a temporary hospital delivering
medicines to patients. Agency

have become a venue to refute
Pompeo’s “lies”.
Stating that China and the
US should not be enemies but
“comrades” in this fight against
this pandemic, she said, “Facing
the coronavirus pandemic, ideological and political differences can be put aside. Life matters the most.”
On Trump’s allegation that
China may have made “enormous mistake”, Hua said “hat
enormous mistakes we made.
This is a sudden disease we
confronted among the
first to be affected by the virus”,
she said.
“China took comprehensive and rigorous measures
and our efforts have been
recognised by the international community. When we look
at the US it is simple math.
Who has been making an effective response and who has not.
I don’t want to compare the two
countries but you reporters
make us compare,” she said.
She also backpedalled on
the allegations made by her
colleague Zhao Lijian earlier
stating that the US army may
have brought the coronavirus to
Wuhan during the last year’s
military games.
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Recession ended had been
wiped out in one month.
And even those figures
won’’t capture all the workers
who have seen their hours or
pay cut in the United States.
Around the world, millions of
day laborers in Asia are going
hungry as their jobs vanish,
tourism workers in Africa have
seen whole sections of their
fragile economies vanish and
unemployment in the 19-country eurozone is expected to surpass 10% in the coming
months. The U.K. economy is
forecast to shrink by the most
since 1706.
On the anniversary of Nazi
Germany’’s surrender to Allied
forces in Europe in 1945,
United Nations SecretaryGeneral Antonio Guterres
warned that the coronavirus
pandemic is unleashing “a
tsunami of hate and xenophobia, scapegoating and scaremongering.”
He appealed for “an all-out
effort to end hate speech glob-

ally.” The U.N. chief warned
that “anti-foreigner sentiment
has surged online and in the
streets, anti-Semitic conspiracy theories have spread and
COVID-19-related antiMuslim attacks have occurred.”
Worldwide, the virus has
infected more than 3.8 million
people and killed nearly
270,000, according to a tally by
Johns Hopkins University based
on official data. But limited testing, differences in counting the
dead and concealment by some
governments undoubtedly
mean the true scale of the pandemic is much greater.
In Iran, which is battling
the worst outbreak in the
Mideast while still under heavy
U.S. sanctions, Friday prayers
were resuming in mosques in
146 cities after being banned
for more than two months, the
country’’s semi-official Tasnim
news agency reported. Prayer
gatherings will still be banned
in major cities, including all
provincial capitals, it reported.
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Islamabad: US Special
Representative
Zalmay
Khalilzad discussed the
Afghanistan peace process with
Pakistan Chief of Army Staff
(COAS) General Qamar Javed
Bajwa on Friday.
In a statement, the Pakistan
Army Khalilzad met the COAS
in Rawalpindi.
“During the meeting,
issues of mutual interest and
overall regional security,
including Afghanistan reconciliation process were discussed,” according to the Army.
General Bajwa reiterated
support for the peace process.
Khalilzad appreciated Pakistan’s
continuous efforts for stability
in the region, according to the
statement.
PTI
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resident Donald Trump on
Friday said the United
P
States was not behind a failed
covert plot in Venezuela
allegedly involving two
Americans, but that if he did
order an attack it would be an
open “invasion.”
“If I wanted to go into
Venezuela I wouldn’t make a
secret about it,” he told Fox
News. “I’d go in and they
would do nothing about it.
They would roll over. I wouldn’t send a small little group. No,
no, no. It would be called an

army,” he said.
“It would be called an invasion.”
Leftist
Venezuelan
President Nicolas Maduro’s
government says the apparently
botched plot was funded by
US-backed opposition leader
Juan Guaido and that two former US special forces soldiers
were among 17 people taken
prisoner.
Another eight alleged
attackers were killed in a
shootout, the government says.
Maduro has said the two
Americans have “confessed
their guilt.”
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eliance Industries on Friday
R
announced the sale of 2.32
per cent stake in its digital unit
to US-based Vista Equity
Partners for C11,367 crore, the
third deal in a little over two
weeks that will inject a combined C60,596.37 crore in the
oil-to-telecom conglomerate
to help it pare debt.
The US-based private equity firm will buy a stake in Jio
Platforms, which houses the
country’s youngest but biggest
telecom firm Jio, at an equity
value of C4.91 crore and an
enterprise value of C5.16 crore.
“Vista’s investment will translate into a 2.32 per cent equity
stake on a fully diluted basis,
making Vista the largest
investor in Jio Platforms behind
Reliance Industries and
Facebook,” the company said in
a statement.
The deal follows Facebook
picking up a 9.99 per cent stake
in Jio Platforms on April 22 for
C43,574 crore. Within days of
that deal, Silver Lake — the
world’s largest tech investor —
bought a 1.15 per cent stake in
Jio Platforms for C5,665.75
crore. “Jio Platforms has now
raised C60,596.37 crore from
leading technology investors in
less than three weeks,” the
company said.
Vista co-founder Brian
Sheth is half-Indian and his
father hails from Gujarat.
Reliance owner and richest
Indian Mukesh Ambani, who

also comes from Gujarat, is said
to have personal connections
with the private equity firm’s
founder Robert Smith.
The discussions were led
by Ambani’s close aide Manoj
Modi and Sheth. Strategic and
financial investors are to form
20 per cent of Jio Platforms.
Between the three deals,
Reliance has sold 13.46 per cent
of Jio Platforms and
more such investments are
likely in near future.
Ambani, 63, chairman and
managing director of Reliance,
had in August last year set a target of March 2021, to make his
conglomerate net debt-free.
But thanks to the Facebook
deal, a C53,125 crore rights
issue, Silver Lake and Vista
Equity investments, and more
stake sale to companies such as
Saudi Aramco, the target is
likely to be achieved by
December.
At the end of March quarter, Reliance had an outstanding debt of C3,36,294 crore and
cash in hand of C1,75,259 crore.
After
adjusting
cash,
the net debt came to
C1,61,035 crore.
Of the outstanding debt,
C2,62,000 crore is on Reliance
books and C23,000 crore is with
Jio. As part of debt reduction
plans, the company expects to
complete a capital raising programme totalling C1.04 lakh
crore by June.
This includes the rights
offering of one share for every
15 shares held at C1,257, a 14

per cent discount to the closing price for April 30.
Also included is the
C43,574 crore from the
Facebook-Jio Platforms deal
and C7,000 crore from the sale
of 49 per cent stake in fuel
retailing venture to UK’s BP plc.
Jio Platforms, a wholly-owned
subsidiar y of Reliance
Industries Ltd, is a next-generation technology company.
Reliance Jio Infocomm Ltd,
with 388 million mobile subscribers, will continue to be a
wholly-owned subsidiary of
Jio Platforms.
Vista is a leading global
investment firm focused on
empowering and growing
enterprise software, data, and
technology-enabled companies
that are reinventing industries
and catalyzing change. Vista
has more than USD 57 billion
in cumulative capital commitments and its global network of
companies collectively represents the 5th largest enterprise
software company in the world.
Commenting on the transaction with Vista, Ambani said,
Vista, one of the world’s marquee tech investors globally, also
shares the same vision of continuing to grow and transform
the Indian digital ecosystem for
the benefit of all Indians. “In
Robert and Brian, whose family hails from Gujarat, I found
two outstanding global technology leaders who believe in
India and the transformative
potential of a Digital Indian
Society,” he said.
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arkets squandered early
gains but managed to end
in the green on Friday, propped
up by heavyweight Reliance
Industries which announced
another stake sale deal for its
digital platform.
A strengthening rupee and
firm global cues also supported the domestic bourses,
traders said.
After rallying 645.13 points
during the day, the 30-share
BSE Sensex finally settled
199.32 points or 0.63 per cent
higher at 31,642.70.
Similarly, the broader NSE
Nifty rose 52.45 points, or 0.57
per cent, to finish at 9,251.50.
Reliance Industries was the
biggest contributor to the gains
on the benchmarks, jumping
over 3 per cent after the company announced the sale of
2.32 per cent stake in Jio
Platforms to US-based Vista
Equity Partners for C11,367
crore, the third such deal in a
little over two weeks.
In absolute terms,
Hindustan Unilever was the

top gainer in the Sensex pack,
rallying 4.81 per cent, followed
by Nestle India, Tech Mahindra
and Sun Pharma.
On the other hand, M&M,
Axis Bank, NTPC and
IndusInd Bank were among the
major laggards, shedding up to
3.87 per cent.
During the week, the
Sensex plunged 2,074.92 points
or 6.15 per cent, and the Nifty
tanked 608.40 points or 6.17
per cent. “Nifty fluctuated
around 150 points in another
day of volatile trades, tracking
uncertainty in the markets.
Gains were led by Reliance,
which succeeded in another
round of fundraising even in
this adverse scenario.
“Global market trends were
also positive following attempts
to defuse tensions around the
US- China trade talks. While
the earnings season has been
lacklustre, markets seem to be
awaiting announcement of a
stimulus package from the
Government,” said Vinod Nair,
Head of Research at Geojit
Financial Services.
BSE energy, FMCG,

Bourses in Shanghai, Hong
Kong, Tokyo and Seoul ended
with substantial gains. Top
stock exchanges in Europe
were also trading on a positive
note in their opening sessions.
Meanwhile, international
oil benchmark Brent crude
futures climbed 1.73 per cent to
USD 29.97 per barrel.
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healthcare, teck and IT indices
rallied up to 2.59 per cent,
while power, utilities, consumer durables, auto and metals closed with losses.
Broader BSE midcap index
rose 0.04 per cent, while the
smallcap gauge slipped 0.45 per
cent. Foreign portfolio
investors purchased equities
worth a net C19,056.49 crore in

he rupee appreciated 18
paise to provisionally setT
tle at 75.54 against the US dollar on Friday, tracking higher
domestic equities and
weakness in the American
currency.
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oody’s Investors Service
on Friday projected
M
India’s growth at zero per cent
for the current fiscal and said
the negative outlook on sovereign rating reflects increasing
risks that GDP growth will
remain significantly lower than
in the past.
The outlook also partly
shows weaker policy effectiveness to address economic and
institutional issues, it noted in
the update to its November
2019 rating forecast.
Stating that the negative
outlook indicates that an
upgrade is unlikely in the near
term, Moody’s said high gov-

ernment debt, weak social and
physical infrastructure, and a
fragile financial sector face
further pressures due to the
coronavirus outbreak.
Moody’s had, in November
2019, affirmed India’s ‘Baa2’
rating but revised downward
the outlook to negative from
stable on concerns of lower
economic growth.
‘Baa2’ is an investment
grade rating with moderate
credit risk, and is two notches
above the junk grade.
The negative outlook
reflects increasing risks that
economic growth will remain
significantly lower than in the
past, it said. “This is in light of
the deep shock triggered by the

coronavirus outbreak, and
partly reflects lower government and policy effectiveness
at addressing longstanding economic and institutional weaknesses, leading to a gradual rise
in the debt burden from
already high levels,” Moody’s
said in a credit opinion titled
‘Government of India- Baa2
negative’.
It said the shock from
coronavirus pandemic will
exacerbate an already material slowdown in economic
growth, which has significantly reduced the prospects for
durable fiscal consolidation
and government measures to
support the economy should
help to reduce the depth and

duration of slowdown.
“However, prolonged
financial stress among rural
households, weak job creation
and, more recently, a credit
crunch among non-bank
financial institutions (NBFIs)
have increased the probability
of a more entrenched weakening,” Moody’s said.
It added that prospects of
further reforms to support
business investment and
growth at high levels, and significantly broaden the narrow
tax base, have diminished.
Moody’s
projected
India’s economic growth for
2020-21 fiscal at 0 per cent,
lower than 4.8 per cent estimated in 2019-20.

Forex traders said positive
cues from domestic equities
and significant foreign fund
inflows supported the local
unit. At the interbank foreign
exchange, the rupee opened at
75.36, then pared some initial
gains to finally close at 75.54
against the US dollar, registering a rise of 18 paise over its
previous close. During the day,
the domestic unit hit an intraday high of 75.27 and a low of
75.59 against the US dollar. On
Wednesday, the rupee had settled at 75.72 against the US dollar. Forex market was closed on
Thursday on account of
Buddha Purnima.
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Mumbai: As the country enters says an international survey. down (May 4-17) among 1,300
dRjd]`h`Z]acZTVd_`R_dhVc
the final week of the third According to a survey by inter- consumers in metros and Tier
New Delhi: With current pricing formula making natural gas
production economically unviable, Oil Minister Dharmendra
Pradhan on Friday hinted at
bringing in a new gas policy as
well as launching a gas
exchange very soon as part of
reforms to promote greater
use of environment-friendly
fuel in the world’s third-largest

energy-consuming nation.
Pradhan also said that
India favours reasonable prices
that give some space to the producer countries.
“We have to have a reasonable price. India is a major
consumer. But at this juncture,
India’s viewpoint is the price
should be reasonable and
responsible,” he said.
PTI

phase of the Covid-19-induced
lockdown, public sentiment is
getting into negative territories
with over 50 per cent of those
polled having a negative outlook on income.
What is more, younger and
those in the middle-income
consumers are more worried
about their income post-Covid,
loan repayments and spending,
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New Delhi: Employers’ associations on Friday demanded
suspension of labour laws barring some key provisions across
the country for next two-three
years to help the industry come
out of the crisis induced by the

the capital market in the previous session, provisional
exchange data showed.
Global markets advanced
as US and China discussed the
first phase of a trade deal on
Friday, while investors also
welcomed moves by various
countries to ease lockdown
measures and resume economic activities.

lockdown to combat Covid-19
pandemic.
Labour Minister Santosh
Gangwar on Friday held a
webinar with employers’ bodies such as CII, Ficci and
Assocham to discuss issues

like restarting economic activities, job creation and measures
to improve the situation of
MSMEs to enable them to discharge their liabilities under
labour laws. The industry bodies suggested a slew of mea-

sures and sought relaxations
such as increasing working
hours to 12 hours per day
from the existing 8 hours per
day to help them revive operations, according to a release by
the Labour Ministry.
PTI

national consultancy Boston
Consulting Group, as much as
85 per cent of those in the poll
are worried about servicing
loans post-moratorium, while
more than 40 per cent are planning to cut down spending in
the next six months as they fear
about their jobs and income.
The survey, carried out
during the third phase of lock-

1 & 2 cities, is part of a global
COVID-19 consumer sentiment research.
“Despite lockdown relaxations, concerns across health,
economic situation and daily
lifestyle continue to remain high
as consumers have more pessimistic about their future
incomes, spends, and loan repayments,” the survey said. PTI
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FWT]TeTa8R^d[SRPcRW
1h^\ZTbW1PZbWXPbPZXS8
aT\T\QTa8T]Y^hTSXccW^a
^dVW[h5^a\T1h^\ZTbW
fPbfWPcPWTa^bW^d[SQT
B[XRZbd_TaX]cT[[XVT]cP]S
RWPaXb\PcXR7TXb^]T^UcWT
QTbcb[TdcWbcWPc8WPeTbTT]
^]bRaTT]8WPeTQTT]
fPcRWX]V1h^\ZTbW^]CE
PVPX]P]SXcXb_daT]^bcP[VXP
U^a\T

<had[Tb^UbPhX]VhTbc^P
_a^YTRcS^]^cRWP]VT5^a\T
cWTbc^ah\PccTabP]S]^ccWT
[T]VcW^U\hRWPaPRcTa8P\
]^ccWT_Tab^]fW^ad]bPUcTa
UP\T^aXbR^]RTa]TSPQ^dc
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QPQh<h_PaT]cbPaTX]
2WP]SXVPaWfWTaTcWThbcPh8
UTT[VaPcTUd[cWPc8P\fXcW\h
UP\X[hX]cWXb[^RZS^f]8P\
VaPcTUd[cWPcfTWPeTcWT
aTb^daRTbc^V^cWa^dVWcWTbT
cX\Tb^URaXbXbX]cWTR^\U^ac
^U^daW^\T

8fPbRTacPX][hPfPaT
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SWhat appealed you the most
about your character, journalist Sanjeev Mehra?
The fact that he was once a
hero, a beacon of journalistic
courage, who degenerates himself
into rabble rousing as that’s the
journalism that sells. His character is nuanced and gives me a
scope to interpret him in a complex way.

as a mystery where it becomes
quite impossible to identify the
real person behind these characters. That would be my complete
journey as an actor. Acting is not
about you, it is about the character you are playing. That is why
you need to transform.
SYou have played many impor-

tant characters in theatre —
Shakespeare (as Banquo),
Moliere (as Sganarelle) and
many more. How has this
shaped you as an actor?
It has shaped me completely. Theatre has been
and will always be my foundation as an actor. It has
given me the education I
need to be able to process a
script, understand voice and
emotions, create character
arcs, transform, discipline
myself, work on my physical
intelligence, respect my
work, develop strength to
endure long hours of film
shoot, and so much more.

SHow challenging was it to
carve yourself into the character? What research went into it?
It was a step by step process.
I had to first read up on the great
journalists of 1990s in India and
research their work and philosophies. Then a quick study of
journalism, as it is practised,
today. A brief visit was made to
a television news channel in
Delhi, where I got to see and
understand the entire process of
how news travels from the studio
to the public. Once this skeletal
structure was made, I had to prepare the psychological spaces the
character goes through in his
brain so that I was prepared to get
into that state every time I was on
the set. Every scene was a conscious preparation. There was a
professional life and a personal
life of my character, both, opposite to each other.
S Since the series revolves
around the conspiracy to kill a
top-notch journalist, does it
aim to give a message around
the fourth pillar of democracy
or anything at large?
Not really! The plot is an
attempted assassination of a popular television journalist where
four suspects are nabbed. During
their investigation by a police officer, shocking discoveries are made
which lead him to the netherworld.
But the series explores a larger context. That of the class
divide in our country — upper,
middle and lower classes. Their
interactions lead to truths and discoveries of an India that we know
little of. That is the larger message.

SYou also conduct the-
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SDoes it also gives an insight
into how the killing of journalists like Gauri Lankesh, Shujaat
Bukhari and many others
impact good Journalism? Or
what all is at stake for an investigative journalist?
Well yes, the arc of my character in the series reflects what
you have mentioned above but
the series as a whole is not about
an assassination alone.
SGiven that there have been a

number of murder mysteries
written and filmed in the past,
you always need something
new that cannot be easily predicted or guessed. Do you think
the series has a completely new
angle for the audience?
Yes. It presents a new angle
as it explores the ancient realm
of Paatal Lok, Dharti and Swarg.
The past lives of the four suspected assassins is a shocking revelation that will certainly keep the
audience hooked.

SYou played the antagonist in
Hichki, DCP Parulkar in Sacred
Games and did a romantic role
in Netflix’s Once Again. How
smooth or tough it is for you to
switch genres?
That’s what I have come here
for as an actor. To be able to
explore from one end of the
spectrum to the other and perform roles that are absolute contrasts to each other, yet touch the
hearts and minds of the audience.
And in the process, leave myself

atre workshops. What
would you say about the
interest of youth in the
medium?
I am fortunate to see
this gradual change of
the youth towards acting
education. I have been
conducting workshops for
many years now and in the
last couple of years, I have
seen a steady growth of
participants who are very
eager to learn and want to
work very seriously towards
a performance technique.
They are slowly realising
that merely going to a gym,
building their bodies, looking good, doing the rounds of
auditions is not getting them
anywhere for years. You need
skill today. Even the audience
is interested in watching an
actor with a craft and acting skill
and not only looks.
(The series goes live on
Amazon Prime Video on May 15.)
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elly Rowland says her new single
Coffee and its accompanying music
video is her “ode to the beauty of black
women.” Rowland made her debut with
the breezy R&B track and video featuring black women across a spectrum of
shades and colours two weeks ago.
“I just wanted it to be an expression
of black beauty and the different variations and tones and body shapes,” said
Rowland, who shot the video in Miami
late last year. “I was really inspired by
black women.”
The Grammy-winning singer said
she first started working on Coffee in 2017
but held on the track, which was co-written by Syd of the alternative R&B band
The Internet.
“I was very particular after I had my
son about what I was saying and how
good it was because I wanted to make
him proud,” said Rowland, who gave
birth in 2014. “I was extremely hard on
myself.”
The 39-year-old Rowland talks about
coffee — the song and the drink — as well
as signing with Jay-Z’s Roc Nation company for management and life in quarantine. Excerpts:

K

UThere’s been a really warm response

to Coffee and its video. How does that
make you feel?
The morning that it came out, I had
this really big weight on my chest. I literally got to my closet and cried because
I was like, “This is what I remember the
anxiety and everything feeling like,” but
this one felt a little different. It’s because
I’ve been in business for 20-plus years and
it was like an overwhelming sense of gratitude. When I started seeing, whether it’s
my fans or new people, or I’m seeing
dancers put movement to the song,
that’s really something to take in and celebrate and be grateful for. It could be
completely different. I feel this overwhelming sense of gratitude that literal-

1c`USdbe]_VcXQTUc

What visual are we going to get?” So I do
feel that pressure at time but I just want
to take it a little easier on myself.
UIs this album through Roc Nation?

6LQJHU.(//<52:/$1'¶V&RIIHHVRQJLVKHURGHWR%ODFNZRPHQ

Roc Nation is my management company. And that’s new.

ly gives me a ball in my throat. You just
don’t take anything for granted. You really don’t.
UAre you a big coffee drinker?
I’m a coffee ice-cream girl. Whenever
there’s affogato close, it has my name on
it. I like it when it’s iced. I like iced coffee and I drink it with whiskey.

UHow did it come about?

UHow’s the album coming along?

UWhat have you been doing with your
time at home now?
I wish I would have learned how to
work ProTools. I think now that it
makes you definitely want to learn. You
watch artists like Ariana Grande. I heard
Trey Songz does it too. So many different artists are doing things right now over
that. And hence, they’re operating their
own new sessions. But I feel why didn’t
I learn how to do that. That’s probably my
next goal — to learn how to record myself
because I could have got so many things
done by now. I’ve been sent songs since
the beginning of quarantine and I am literally waiting for my engineer to come
out of his quarantine.

I’m very excited about this album,
especially for the fact that the years that
it took me to find tempo. The whole
album’s not like that but I’m excited to
share my tempo. I feel like I always had
mids and slower records but yes, I’m
ready to dance. Especially, when we come
out of all this (Coronavirus lockdowns),
we need to dance.
UHave you finished the album?

In my gut, I feel like I have like one
more record to do.
UAnd you’re technically an indepen-

dent artist now?
Yes, for now. There have been really cool calls. At the same time, it’s such
a different space and time in music now.
I think in my head, it’s just navigating it
all. I am definitely independent. It’s
something about it that I am really, really loving but I am also just like, “Oh I
need a little bit more of some budget
money to execute some of this.” I always
say that Destiny’s Child set me up because
we had visuals. People are like, “You’re
going release a song with no visuals?”
Now that I released Coffee, people are saying, “OK! What are we going to get next?

It is family and it happened just like
that. It really happened to work and it’s
working out really well so far. My team
is great. It’s not to say I didn’t have a great
team before, But I am realising, you
evolve, you move on and that’s really it,
so Roc Nation is home now.

UDid you have a goal date for getting

the album out?
No. Before quarantine, we were at the
close of the record. That’s when you’re
turning records in, talking to writers and
producers, working on that whole procedure of the end process. It’s not that it’s
slowed down but definitely made things
a little more challenging to navigate. We
got this and definitely this year. I am not
waiting anymore. I won’t waste anymore
time. I will do it this year.
—AP

Chitrangda emphasises
women’s mental health
ctor Chitrangda Singh believes it is
important to stay mentally fit, come what
A
may.
“The mental health of the women in the
family affects everyone and it’s important to
encourage people to talk about it. People
should absolutely not make women feel
guilty about having any kind of issue or stress
or anxiety. There is no bravery in fake
toughness. We
all are weak at
times, and it’s
good to make
people feel that
it is all okay and
normal. So yes, I
believe the very
important step
is to talk about it
in the first
place,”
said
Chitrangda.
She shared
that it is equally
important for
men to manage
the chores of the
house. “It won’t be difficult if the workload
of the family is distributed among all the
members of the family. I suggest one could
help by managing the daily chores or taking
turns to help with the kitchen or the kids. Also,
it is extremely important to find some time
to talk to her (women at home) and know how
she is managing or feeling physically and mentally,” she said.
The actor also suggested staying busy by
doing anything you love during the lockdown.
Amid the lockdown, Chitrangada is writing a short film, making fun videos for fans
and much more. She will be next seen in Bob
Biswas, a spin-off to the 2012 hit, Kahaani,
°80=B
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any of today’s highest-selling
artists produced their best
works in solitude, away from
the clamour of society

M
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Pain thrums through Frida
Kahlo’s life and art: childhood polio
crippled her; a near-fatal bus crash at
the age of 18 led to a life of surgeries
and recoveries; abortions and miscarriages left her traumatised. Then, of
course, there was her turbulent onoff love affair with Diego Rivera, a
string of adulterous liaisons and her
strained relationship with her mother.
Kahlo channelled this personal
suffering into her art, birthing a
macabre creativity now feted the
world over.
She began painting in 1925, during her nine-month convalescence
from the bus accident, using a custom-made lap easel and an overhead
mirror installed in her bed’s canopy.
Over the next 20 years or so, Frida
painted the frailty of the human body,
life and death and decay with haunting poignancy. “I paint myself,” she
once said, “because I am so often
alone, because I am the person I
know best.” Of her 143 surviving
paintings, 55 are self-portraits.

9>B4?714DHB

Joseph Beuys (1921-1986) saw art
as a means to effect social and political change. By the early 1970s, he was
widely regarded in Europe as one of
Germany’s leading conceptual artists.

work as ‘art medicine’; the making
process as a form of ‘self-therapy’. “If
it were not for art,” she once revealed,
“I would have killed myself a long
time ago.”
By drawing and painting repetitive patterns, Kusama seeks to obliterate her hallucinatory daemons and
escape them. “I paint them (dots) in
quantity; in doing so, I try to escape,”
she explained of her polka-dot works
in an interview with Artspace in 2017.
Her Infinity Net paintings, which first
won her critical acclaim in New York,
are her most sought-after works at
auction.
Open about her illness, Kusama
has lived voluntarily in a psychiatric
asylum in Tokyo since 1977. She is
now in her nineties. Most recently, in
response to the current health crisis,
Kusama shared a message with the
world, in which she says it’s time “to
fight and overcome our unhappiness.”

He was, however, less well-known
across the Atlantic.
It was during his first trip to
America in 1974 that Beuys unveiled
I Like America and America Likes Me,
a live performance piece — or Action
— that has become one of his bestknown works.

06=4B<0AC8=

In 1967, Agnes Martin (19122004) gave away her painting materials and fled New York in a pickup
truck. She resurfaced around 18
months later on a remote mesa in
Taos, New Mexico. “I’ve finished
painting,” she said to Arne Glimcher,
the founder of Pace Gallery, just
before she took off. “I’m never painting again.”
According to Glimcher, “She felt
she had painted everything she could
paint. She needed to go back to New
Mexico, to that kind of space and solitude.” But more than anything, he
adds, “I don’t think she could cope
with the notoriety that she was starting to gain.”
In Taos, Martin led a simpler, if
isolating existence. She didn’t own a
television, or a phone, or a cat for that
matter. “I can’t have any distractions,”
she said to Glimcher.
She would not return to painting
until 1974. And when she did, her
aesthetic had changed — her grids
had morphed into an exploration of
horizontal and vertical lines, the
pastel greys and whites replaced
with soft pinks, yellows and blues.
This new painterly language would
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earn her widespread recognition and
cult status as a sort of desert mystic.
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Ivon Hitchens (1893-1979) is
perhaps best known today for his
post-war abstract paintings of the
British countryside, executed in
blocks of rich, vibrant colour. Many
such landscapes were painted in and
around Greenleaves, the rural home
he shared with his family near
Petworth in Sussex.
The artist’s retreat to Greenleaves

at the outbreak of World War Two —
his London studio was bombed in
1940 — marks a turning point in his
work. Surrounded by six acres of
woodland, Greenleaves proved a fertile source of inspiration: the silver
birch trees in his garden, the nearby
meadows, and the sunflowers, poppies and dahlias from his courtyard
garden would populate his canvases
for the next 40 years.
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Yayoi Kusama has described her

Vincent van Gogh’s painful last
years saw the creation of some of his
most famous works, including The
Starry Night (1889), Wheat with
Crows (1890), and Portrait of Dr
Gachet (1890), the last of
which sold for
$82,500,000 in
1990 at Christie’s
New York, setting a record
price at auction
for any work by
the artist.
Much of his
HPh^X:dbP\P
work from 1889,
including Vue de l’asile
et de la Chapelle de Saint-Rémy, was
completed during his stay at Saint
Paul de Mausole, a former monastery
that had been converted into a private hospital for the mentally ill.

8<<4AB8E4"<8=DC4B

he immediate effect of yoga and
T
meditation can astonish some people as they have the ability to quickly
still the mind and clear negative
thoughts. When we begin to meditate,
we often wonder why we had not done
it before. Patanjali, the ancient author
of the ‘Yoga Sutras’, describes the
mind as a restless monkey, which is
constantly distracted and always hovering around.
However, meditation is something that can help one gain peace and
control over the frenetic activities of the
mind. We are able to land in a peaceful sanctuary, away from the noise and
disturbance of the materialistic world.
In this state of mind, our being is much
better balanced and our body becomes
healthy. This should be our first and
most natural protection against the
ongoing pandemic and all other diseases. If this is done in time, we may
be stronger and we may not even need
medicines. We must also remember
that all yoga is first based upon yama
or niyama. This is the ethical foundation of life and it is the basis of yoga.
Unless this ethics is not followed, the
mind will never be still and meditation
will not be possible.
Here are a few excerpts from my
film, Key to Immunity Part III, where
yoga experts talk about how they view
it:
Yoga expert, Dr Ananda Balayogi
from Puducherry, says, “The chitta (a
part of mind) is that subconscious,
unconscious mind that is constantly in
motion. The ancient rishis said that the
mind is a monkey, a drunken one, and
on top of that, is bitten by a scorpion.
Well, if that’s how the mind is — constantly in motion, it’s whirlpooling the
subconscious mind. The two together just drag you down,

,QDODQGRIWUDQTXLOLW\
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away from your goal even before you
can blink an eyelid.”
Yoga exponent, Sivananda School,
Grass Valley CA, Ananda Prema of
Russia, says, “When you do asanas,
your mind becomes focussed, and
hence, it becomes still. When mind is
still, there is no desire and when there
is no desire, you attain happiness. It’s
all about mind and controlling the
mind. It’s very hard to control your
mind which is running like a
wild horse, unwilling to follow any discipline and
it’s very tough to
gently take over
it, to make it
listen to you, to
make it follow
what
you
would like it
to do.”
New Yorkbased Tulku
Sherdor, director,
Blazing
W i s d o m
Institute, says,
“What modern
cognitive science,
theories, physics,
Buddhist science and
the yoga agree with is
that all that we ever
experience is our own
mind and all we can

personally experience is the natural
display or energetic expression of our
own minds. This is exactly what we
need to realise through practice. When
we realise that all we experience is the
product or result of
our own minds, it
means
that

there is a potential to work skillfully
with that expression of our own minds
to transform or change it.”
Acharya Swami Sitaramananda,
Sivananda Yoga, Grass Valley CA, says,
“A lot of people practice yoga but they
jump over its foundation, — the two
main practices of yama and niyama,
which are the prescription by the yogis
about the dos and don’ts, the restrictions and the observances.”
Talking about yama-niyama,
Puducherry-based Yoga guru
Minakshi Devi Bhavnani, says,
“It basically means a method or
could be called a technology
to evolve from the dominance of the animal brain
into the conscious use of
the human brain.”
As Patanjali had
said, yoga never harms.
It is absolutely brilliant
how it takes control of
the tongue, our sexual desires, greed, the
desire to steal and all
the other natural
impulses necessary for survival.

His urgent brushstrokes, use of
electrifying colours and ridges of
thick impasto would pave the way for
early 20th-century Expressionism. Yet
during his time at the asylum, maintaining the balance between his
mental health and being able to focus
on his work proved difficult. “To sacrifice one’s freedom,” he wrote to his
brother Theo, “to stand outside society and to have only one’s work, without distraction… it’s beginning to
weigh too heavily upon me here.”

64>A680>´:44554

After the death of her photographer husband, Alfred Stieglitz, in
1946, Georgia O’Keeffe would spend
summers and autumns isolated at
Ghost Ranch in New Mexico, living
off a generator and without a telephone. The house was sparsely furnished, reflecting her minimalist
aesthetic.
She said the solitude offered ‘a
kind of freedom’ that brought her
closer to nature. The view of the wide
open desert backed by the Cerro
Pedernal mountain, as in Red Hills
with Pedernal, White Clouds
(1936), became her favourite
subject. “It’s my private
mountain,” she explained.
“It belongs to me.
God told me if I
painted it enough,
I could have it.”
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Va s u d e o
Santu Gaitonde
(1924-2001), more
commonly known as VS
Gaitonde, is one of the highest-selling modern Indian artists at auction.
According to Deepanjana Klein,
Christie’s International Head of South
Asian Art, “his mostly monochro-

matic paintings have a depth that
engulfs you in silence and stillness.”
Those same qualities of silence
and stillness also characterised the
man himself. As the late art critic
Dnyaneshwar Nadkarni explained in
1983, “Gaitonde isolated himself
very early in his career from everything in his environment which he
considered irrelevant to (his) intensity as a painter.”
Gaitonde only produced around
five or six paintings a year, and rarely
mixed with fellow artists. “Everything
starts from silence,” he once said. “The
silence of the canvas. The silence of
the painting knife. The painter starts
by absorbing all these silences.”

?0D;2qI0==4

Born in 1839 in Aix-enProvence, Cézanne studied law
before leaving for Paris in 1861 to
pursue a career as a painter. There,
he met the Impressionist Camille
Pissarro and later exhibited at the first
(1874) and third (1877) Impressionist
exhibitions.
By the early 1880s, however,
Cézanne had returned to Provence
and begun to withdraw from the
Paris-centred Impressionists. In the
rugged solitude of his sun-drenched
homeland, his work pivoted in direction. He played with perspective and
used short, hatched brushstrokes,
blocks of strong, saturated colour and
irregular lighting.
Today, works from Cézanne’s
groundbreaking late period are highly sought after by collectors at auction. Formerly in the storied collection of SI Newhouse, Bouilloire et
fruits (1888-90, above) sold for
$59,295,000 in May 2019 at Christie’s
in New York, well above its onrequest estimate in the region of $40
million.

24;41C0;:"<8=DC4B

‘Love Aaj Kal my best performance’
ctor Kartik Aaryan said
playing two characters in
A
one movie would seem scary,
but if the transition from Veer
to Raghu in Love Aaj Kal was
smooth he credits the film’s
director Imtiaz Ali for it. The
actor feels Ali brings out great
performances from actors in his
movies.
Kartik took to Instagram
and shared a still from Love Aaj
Kal, and also a picture of himself along with Ali.
Alongside the image he
wrote, “When you first dream
of being in films, you act in
front of the mirror and nail it
every time, and the world of
films seems magical? Then you
get a film. You see the camera
and are unnerved. It’s bigger
than the suitcase you brought
to Mumbai. The bright lights
seem to be scolding you for not
landing on a one inch tape
mark and wasting everyone’s
time.
“The first few years become
about trying not to look nervous? Then you get an Imtiaz
Ali film. The moment he narrates the story, you are pulled
into a dream. I don’t even
remember seeing the camera
on his set, he’d always be standing wherever I looked after cut.
He was never at the monitor, he
was by my side. The lights on
Imtiaz Ali’s set help you find
those tape marks,” he added.
Kartik claimed he never
experienced the kind of love
and appreciation he got for his
performance in Love Aaj Kal.
“And that too from some of
my favourite filmmakers and
people I most respect in the
industry. How ironic that the
making of this film felt most
effortless. It would scare me to
think of doing two characters
in one movie. And here, I didn’t even realise how smoothly
I was being transitioned

between #Veer and #Raghu,” he
wrote.
“For an actor, there is no
better environment than being
In front of that mirror. Imtiaz
Ali takes you there. This is the
reason why so many great
actors’ greatest performances
have been in Imtiaz Ali films,”
Kartik added.
The actor then praised Ali,
calling him a “magician.”
“Imtiaz Ali director nahi
hain, jadugar hain (Imtiaz Ali
is not a director but a magician)! Thank you sir for giving
me the best performance of my
career yet. @imtiazaliofficial
#LoveAajKal.”

Love Aaj Kal co-starring
Sara Ali Khan released on
Valentine’s Day this year. It
traced love stories of two different eras — the first is set in
the late 1980s-early nineties,
and unfolds between Raghu
and Leena. The other love
story, set in the present time,
happens between Veer and
Zoe.
The film is a retelling of
Ali’s own film of 2009 that
starred Deepika Padukone and
Saif Ali Khan, and was a hit.
Love Aaj Kal 2020 fared below
expectation at the box-office
and was also critically panned.
—IANS
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will not win the Test
Iyearndia
series in Australia later this
if they fail to dismiss sea-
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t is premature to talk about
resumption of cricket but
India’s tour of Australia
later this year is likely to go
ahead, BCCI treasurer Arun
Dhumal said on Friday, downplaying the logistical issues
likely to arise because of the
Covid-19 pandemic.
To ensure that the highprofile tour, starting in October,
goes on as scheduled, Dhumal
said quarantining of Indian
players upon their arrival is a
possibility even though it is not
feasible before every overseas
assignment.
“You can’t be sure of the situation prevailing at that point
of time. As of now the Australia
tour is on because nobody has
called off that tour and same for
T20 World Cup,” Dhumal said.
“The need for quarantine
ahead of Australia tour only
arises if the preceding T20
World Cup doesn’t take place.
If the World Cup happens, then
players would have already
completed their quarantine.”
Dhumal said isolation 8]SXP]bZX__TaEXaPc:^W[XP]S0dbcaP[XPRP_cPX]CX\?PX]T_^bTfXcW1^aSTa6PePbZPaca^_WhQTU^aTbcPac^U! ' (bTaXTb
Players will be out of cricket for
October-November.
before the start of the tour can games,” he said.
“...Would it be possible for so long and further two weeks
Dhumal then went on to
only be a one-off.
“If quarantine becomes a list the bigger logistical chal- Australia to have so many of quarantine and then
norm before every tour then it lenge that awaits Australia — teams (16) coming in and straightaway to go into T20
would be difficult to organise the T20 World Cup in quarantining for two weeks? World Cup. Who would be
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interested? So there is no clarity.
“Once the situation
improves and the lockdown
ends, then we will see keeping
the safety and health of our
players in mind as that is paramount,” said Dhumal.
India are scheduled to play
four Tests Down Under with
Cricket Australia considering
an additional one. Dhumal
said the five-Test series idea
was discussed before the lockdown but Cricket Australia
could now change its mind
considering the severe financial
impact Covid-19 has had on
the board.
“The India-Australia tour
is more likely to happen
because it is further away and
logistically it easier to organise. We will have to see what
government guidelines are at
that point (both India and
Australian Government).
“How will the team travel? There is no clarity on
international travel and if we
can get an exemption. We
don’t know as of now. The picture is ho hazy that we can’t
decide anything,” said
Dhumal.
On Cricket Australia’s idea
of an additional Test, Dhumal
said:”As far as the fifth Test
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ustralian opener David Warner says
it is unlikely that the T20 World Cup
A
will be staged in his country in OctoberNovember because of the Covid-19 pandemic.
“The ICC World Cup will not go
ahead here by the looks of it. It will be
difficult to get everyone (16 teams)
together,” said Warner in an Instagram
Live session with India’s batting star Rohit
Sharma.
However, the International Cricket
Council is yet to take the final call on the
T20 showpiece event.
During the chat, Rohit said India’s
tour of Australia, which is scheduled after
the T20 World Cup, will be a “great way”
to restart international calendar.
“I love playing against Australia.
When we won last time (in 2019), it was
great for us. You guys (Warner and Steve
Smith) were missing (due to ball-tampering bans).
“What our bowlers and batters did
there was amazing. I am looking forward
to the upcoming tour already. Hope both
boards manage to get the series underway. Will be a great way to kick off cricket in the world,” said India’s limited overs
vice-captain.
India won their first Test series in
Australia, and Warner said he was feel-
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;0DB0==4) Football teams will be

allowed to use five substitutes when
play resumes after the coronavirus
pandemic, the sport’s law-making
body announced on Friday.
The International Football
Association Board (IFAB) said in as
statement that it had agreed to a
proposal by world governing body
FIFA for a temporary change to the
rules “to protect player welfare”.
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ing helpless watching his team lose.
“Watching that series was hard as you
can’t do anything from the outside. But
I want to say that India has the best pace
attack against left-handers. They zero in

Teams face likely fixture congestion in a packed calendar as they
attempt to make up for lost time
when play can resume.
The lay off is expected to have
an impact on player fitness levels
too.
It also said that competitions
which were using video assistant
referee (VAR) would be allowed to
drop it for the time being.
The change will apply to competitions scheduled to be completed by 31 December of this year.
While teams will be able to
make five substitutions, “to avoid
disruption to the game, each team
will only have three opportunities
to make substitutions” as well as at
half time or before extra time.
In competitions that allow an
another replacement in extra time,
teams will have an additional substitution opportunity.
The previous limit on outfield
substitutes for top-level competitions has been three in regulation
time.
AFP

one spot and keep bowling there.
“Mentally, it was great for Indian
cricket but it was hard to watch. I felt
helpless. Hope it does happen and looking forward to the battle,” said Warner.
The Australian said playing India in
India is one of the toughest challenges in
world cricket.
“I love playing India in india.
Everyone is against you. Hard conditions.
Same for you (Rohit) when you come
here,” he said.
Warner is also not enthused by the
idea of playing in front of empty stands,
like Australia did against New Zealand
in Sydney in March before the ODI series
was called off.
“It was a bizarre experience. You
could only hear echo of cricket ball. It was
bizarre. We are used to calling ‘yes and
no’ while running between wickets but we
did not need to do that.
“It was literally like playing a warm
up game. It was surreal. I don’t know for
how long you can sustain that. You gain
your momentum from home crowd.”
The Aussie opener also spoke about
players considered the best in the world
in Test cricket in Virat Kohli and Steve
Smith. “People say Kohli and Smith are
the best in the world,” said Warner. “But
we make Smith and Kohli because we
take the shine off the ball. We have got
an important job as openers.”

goes, that discussion happened before the lockdown.
When cricket resumes, (we
will see) whether any country
would like to host an additional Test or have two T20s
instead, which is likely to generate more revenues.
“There is a possibility that
request comes from Cricket
Australia only.”
Dhumal also said if the
IPL doesn’t take place, the
board will take a hit of C4000
crore.
“If IPL doesn’t take place
the revenue loss will be C4000
crore. In case, we lose the
home season also, that will
also be a substantial amount.
BCCI is also facing huge losses. If IPL doesn’t happen then
we will be in a very big problem,” said Dhumal.
If the T20 World Cup
doesn’t take place in OctoberNovember, staging the IPL is
a possibility in that window.
“If the situation improves
by that time (SeptemberOctober), we also have think
about T20 WC and Asia Cup
and accordingly take a call. For
a full-fledged IPL to happen,
you have to have at least 4550 days. Whether we get the
window, it is still a question
mark.”
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soned run-machines Steve Smith
and David Warner early, the
great Ian Chappell said on Friday.
Should the much-anticipated
series goes ahead as scheduled,
the duo’s presence will put the
hosts at an advantage, according
to the former Australian captain.
“I am certainly looking forward to it (the India-Australia
series). It will be a very interesting one. India will come with the
confidence of having won last
time they toured Australia,”
Chappell said on the Sony Ten Pit
Stop show.
The 76-year-old added, “It
will be a bit harder this time (for
India) with Smith and Warner in
the Australian side. But India are
well equipped to handle
Australian conditions.”
Aussies missed services of
Smith and Warner in the last
series.
“Australia are pretty hard to
beat at home and particularly
with the attack that they have got
at the moment, it is a very, very
strong attack.
“The batting last time India
were here wasn’t so good. If
India can keep getting Warner
and Smith out cheaply, then
India could win. If they don’t get
Warner and Smith cheaply,
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Australia will win,” said Chappell.
Chappell heaped praise on
current India skipper Virat
Kohli, saying he is the best at the
moment when it comes to playing all the three formats, reiterating a point he made recently.
“India has had some pretty
good batsmen, but the comment I made was over the three
formats. I was basically asked
Steve Smith or Virat Kohli and
I said — over the three formats,
you can’t pick anyone ahead of
Kohli.
“I mean his records in all
three formats is incredible and
how he averages over 50 in T20
cricket, I think it’s a tremendous
feat.
“So, he (Kohli) in my opinion, if you are taking about all
three formats, Kohli is the best
batsman at the moment,” said the
legendary Australian player.
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;>=3>=) England captain Joe
Root has said he is “very optimistic” Test cricket will take
place in his side’s 2020 home season even if that means the
squad have to go into more than
two months’ of quarantine.
With Britain currently in
lockdown because of the coronavirus, a three-Test series
against the West Indies scheduled for June has been postponed, with Pakistan due to visit
later in a season whose start has
now been delayed until July 1.
“I’m very optimistic, hopefully that can be the case and it
would be a real shame if it wasn’t,” he told the Cricket show on
Sky Sports.
“I think a number of people
are desperate to see Live sport
back on telly (television) and the
guys are all very much missing
playing and would love to get
back out there.”
AFP
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‘HOLLOW FEELING’

ndia skipper Virat Kohli
believes cricket in empty
Istadiums
is a real possibility in
a post Covid-19 world and
though it is unlikely to have a
bearing on the intensity of
players, he feels the magic
would certainly go missing.
“It’s quite a possible situation, it might happen, I honestly don’t know how everyone
is going to take that because
we all are used to playing in
front of so many passionate
fans,” Kohli said in Star Sports
show Cricket Connected.
“I know it will be played
at a very good intensity but
that feeling of the crowd connecting with the players and
the tension of the game where
everyone goes through it in
the stadium, those emotions
are very difficult to recreate,”
he added.
Kohli said the many
moments which are created
because of the passion brought
in by fans, would be missing.

“Things will still go on,
but I doubt that one will feel
that magic happening inside
because of the atmosphere
that was created.
“We will play sports how
it is supposed to be played, but
those magical moments will
be difficult to come by,” he
said.

Cricket is not going to be the
same in the post Covid-19
world and playing in empty
stadiums would be a “hollow
feeling”
but
Australia
wicketkeeper-batsman Alex
Carey is ready to embrace
the “new normal”.
Carey is open to the idea
of playing in empty stadiums, which according to him
could be a way forward.
“Cricket as we’re used to is
going to be different for a bit.
There’s the T20 World Cup
and the IPL that we’re all
looking to play, but it’s hard to
picture anything without the
fans. It’s going to be a hollow
feeling,” said the Delhi
Capitals player during an
Instagram Live session with
his IPL team.
“But I feel the fans will at
least have some Live cricket to
look forward to on TV, and I
can promise it’s still going to
be some solid cricket which
the fans are going to love,”
added the left-hander.
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talian football giants Inter Milan
and AC Milan were both back
Itraining
on Friday two months after
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a strict lockdown which has hit the
northern Italian city hard.
Inter said all their players and
staff have tested negative for coronavirus on Friday, clearing the way for
them to return to individual training in the afternoon.
“All the medical tests that the first
team underwent have come back
negative,” the team said in a statement.
“Optional individual training
sessions will begin this afternoon.”
City rivals AC Milan resumed
earlier in the week with club technical director Paolo Maldini warning
on Friday “not going back on the
pitch would be a disaster.”
Former Italy captain Maldini,
together with his 18-year-old son
Daniel, a Milan youth team player,
have both recovered from coron-

avirus.
“You have to be careful, but not
to resume would be a disaster from
all points of view,” 51-year-old
Maldini said during a live
Instagram chat on Friday
with former Milan teammate Filippo Inzaghi.
“France were wrong to
decree the end immediately, but we will accept what
will be the verdict
of
the
G ov e r n m e nt .
There is so much
uncertainty.”
The city in
the northern
Lombardy
region is the

epicentre of Italy’s outbreak, one of
the worst in Europe in terms of
deaths and infections.
Lombardy has suffered some
15,000 deaths, around half of Italy’s
30,000 coronavirus fatalities, since the
outbreak first erupted in early March.
Both Milan clubs insisted they
were taking the maximum precautions.
“We have closed the common
areas of Milanello,” said Maldini.
“The players are divided into four
for each pitch and in 12 you can
work well anyway.”
Inter added: “The club
maintains the utmost attention to
preventive measures to safeguard the health of
the players and all
members of the
club, in accordance with all the
governmental
and
public
health protection guidelines.”

he Technical Committee of All
India Football Federation on
T
Friday recommended the implementation of the continental body’s rule on
fielding foreign players in a domestic
match from next year, reducing the
number to four from five, a decision
which is in line with national team
coach’s thinking.
India head coach Igor Stimac had
in March expressed unhappiness at the
number of foreign players featuring in
a match in Indian Super League and
I-League, saying it was coming in the
way of the country producing a future
Sunil Chhetri.
Stimac had said that ISL and ILeague should follow Asian Football
Confederation’s policy of allowing a
maximum of four foreign players in a
match instead of the five permitted in
the domestic games currently.
The AIFF’s Technical Committee

met on Friday via video conference
under the chairmanship of Shyam
Thapa and took the decision to recommend the 3+1 (three non-Asians and
one Asian) rule.
“The Committee discussed at
length and unanimously recommended the implementation of the 3 (foreigners) +1 (Asian) recruit rule for all
domestic league matches after the 2021
season onwards, as per current AFC
regulations for participation in AFC
Club competitions,” the AIFF said in
a release.
“However, if AFC changes this
rule, the changes will be implemented for domestic league matches,” it
added.
The Committee was also briefed
about the postponement of the FIFA
U-17 Women’s World Cup India 2020
by the FIFA-Confederations working
group, and informed that the future
dates of the tournament haven’t yet
been finalised.
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94>=9D)The towering stands of

the 42,477-capacity Jeonju
World Cup Stadium stood
empty on Friday as South Korea
opened football’s post-coronavirus era without fans, but
with an unprecedented international TV audience.
With most leagues worldwide sidelined by the pandemic, the K-League is the first competition of any standing to come
back to life and a host of safety
precautions have been imposed,
with wild goal celebrations and
even talking discouraged.
The long-delayed seasonopener between defending
champions Jeonbuk Motors and
Cup-holders Suwon Bluewings
was watched by sport-starved
fans in a swathe of foreign
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countries, even though spectators are not yet allowed at KLeague games.
Paper sheets taped to stadium seats spelled out
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“#C_U_SOON” and “STAY
STRONG”, while one end was
draped in a giant green banner
for the Mad Green Boys, the
Jeonbuk fan club.

Once the match began, filling the site were the sounds of
players shouting calls and ball
kicks that would have been
buried under fans’ thundering
chanting during normal times.
The match was punctuated
with intermittent playing of
Jeonbuk fan club’s recorded
chants via speakers.
The season’s opening goal
was a header by veteran striker
Lee Dong-gook of Jeonbuk in
the eighty-third minute.
Lee celebrated the scoring
by posing with teammates as
excessive celebration involving
close physical contact is banned
by K-League’s safety guidelines.
Using sign language they
expressed their “respect” for
medical workers treating coro-

navirus patients.
Jeonbuk maintained the 10 lead till the end.
Before and after the match
the players bumped fists instead
of handshakes as advised.
The match, played under
stringent safety guidelines, is the
first glimpse of post-virus football and similar scenes are likely elsewhere as other leagues get
under way.
All personnel entering the
stadium had their temperatures
checked and were required to
wear face masks, and hand sanitisers were located throughout
the venue.
Players have been told to
avoid excessive goal celebrations, handshakes, close talking
and blowing their noses. AFP
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ottenham Hotspur striker
Son Heung-min was
T
named one of the top
five recruits in his unit as
he finished three weeks
of compulsory military
training in South Korea
on Friday.
South Korea’s
marine corps
posted pictures
of Son wielding an M-16
assault rifle
and saluting
on
their
Facebook
page as he
completed his
stint at a boot

camp.
All able-bodied South
Korean men are obliged to
serve in the military for
nearly two years, making
up the bulk of Seoul’s
600,000-strong forces —
who face off against
North Korea’s army of 1.3
million.
But Son — the
top
Asian
goalscorer in
Premier League
history, and the
Asian Football
Confederation’s
reigning international player
of the year —
was in the South
Korean team

that earned an exemption by
winning Gold at the 2018
Asian Games in Indonesia.
The Spurs star broke down
in tears of joy after the 2-1
extra-time win over Japan,
which meant he could fulfil his
obligations with just three
weeks’ basic training and
around 500 hours of community service.
In April he reported to a
marines camp on the island of
Jeju for the basic training,
which involved lengthy hikes,
as well as tear-gas training
and rifle practice.
He was judged among the
five best recruits out of 157 on
his course, a spokesperson for
the Republic of Korea Marine
Corps said.

