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he speed of coronavirus
spurt in India, both in terms
of duration of doubling of cases
as well as ratio of growth over
a period of one month, could
provide little comfort despite
reassuring claims by officials
and experts. The country has
surpassed the global average
and raced ahead of some of the
worst-affected nations by a big
margin on both these counts.
In one month, India saw a
nine-time rise in the number of
cases, going up from 6,700
cases on April 9 to 63,000 plus
cases on May 9. In the same
duration, the worldwide count
rose from 1,600,590 to
4,098,288 cases, which amounts
to a near 2.5-time rise.
The USA saw a similar 2.5time growth with cases rising
from 4,29,000 to 10,29,494
between April 9 and May 9.
India has surpassed some
of the other worst-affected
countries such as France, Italy,
Spain Germany, China, and
Canada, Turkey and Iran with
even much faster momentum.
With its doubling speed of 11
days, India now trails only

T
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Russia in terms of ratio of
growth over a period of one
month among 13 worst affected countries.
In aggregate terms the
world’s doubling up speed is
consistent at 22-24 days, whereas the USA, France, Italy,

Germany, Canada, Spain,
Turkey and Iran are taking anywhere between 24 to 39 days to
double up.
On May 9, the worldwide
count of positive cases stood at
4,115,559. In reaching here
from the halfway mark of

0?

2,057,779, it took 24 days — the
number stood at 2,076,503 on
April 16. The global rate of
doubling has been nearly consistent in the last one month
with average daily addition of
between 75,000 to 95,000 new
cases. One third of these cases

are reported from the USA
alone on daily basis.
The USA has also contributed more than 25 per cent
of the total global cases. The
USA’s May 9 tally of total cases
stood at 13,47,318, where it
reached after doubling up from
6,52,476 on April 15 in 24 days.
In the same period between
March 21 and April 15, the
USA raced from 5,600 to
65,246 cases, registering a
12-time growth.
Now take the case of Spain
which seems to have peaked
out after weeks of daily spikes.
The country’s total stood at
262,783 on May 9 whereas on
April 9 the figure was 153,222,
which is far less than two-fold
rise in one month. In fact,
Spain doubled up from
1,31,646 on April 15 to 2,62,783
on May 9 in 24 days.
The United Kingdom has
also seen a similar trend. The
countr y’s total stood at
2,15,260 on May 9, with a less
than four-time rise from 65,000
on April 9 in one month period. The UK took 22 days to
double from the halfway mark
of 1,08,692 on April 17.
Continued on Page 2
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fter months of lull on the
Line of Actual Control
(LAC), the Indian and Chinese
Armies were involved in two
face-offs in the last few days.
On Saturday, soldiers of both
the sides came to blows in
Sikkim while a similar tense
situation was resolved at the
local level earlier last week in
Ladakh region.
The entire 4,000 km odd
long LAC was devoid of any
serious stand-offs since the
73-day long such incident in
Doklam near Sikkim in 2017.
The two armies backed off
after intervention at the highest political and diplomatic
levels from two countries.
The face-off in Naku La, at
a height of more than 16,000
feet near North Sikkim took
place on Saturday afternoon,
sources said here on Sunday.
There were more than 150
soldiers from both the sides
and some of them traded
blows, it was learnt. A minor
scuffle also broke out before the
situation was brought under
control, officials said. The

A

EV_dVdZefReZ`__VRc?`ceYDZ\\Z^
cVd`]gVURWeVcZ_eVcgV_eZ`_Re
YZXYVdea`]ZeZTR]UZa]`^ReZT]VgV]d

Naku La is a pass in North
Sikkim at 5,000 metres.
The Indian Army later
said, “Aggressive behaviour by
the two sides resulted in minor
injuries to troops. The two
sides disengaged after dialogue
and interaction at local level.
Temporary and short duration face-offs between border
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week ahead of the scheduled expiry of the extended lockdown on May 17, Prime
Minister Narendra Modi will
hold a meeting on Monday
through video conferencing
with all the Chief Ministers
to assess the situation and
road ahead.
The meeting is convened at
3 pm and the main agenda is
expected to be on the
opening up of public transport
and the dilution of current
lockdown norms.
Modi on Sunday evening
had consultation with key
Ministers in the Cabinet and
senior officials in the empowered group of officers. The
Cabinet Secretary also convened meeting of all
Chief Secretaries and Health
Secretaries to assess the
present situation.
This will be the fifth meeting of the Prime Minister
with the Chief Ministers since
the outbreak of the novel
coronavirus.
The Prime Minister’s
Office took to Twitter to share
the information that he would
hold the meeting via videoconference around 3 pm.

A

“PM Narendra Modi to
hold the 5th meeting via videoconference with state Chief

Ministers tomorrow (Monday)
afternoon at 3 pm,” PMO
India tweeted.
Sources in the Government
said the focus of the meeting
would be on boosting economic activities and pushing
efforts to convert “red” zones
with high Covid-19 case load
into “orange” or “green” zones.
Several States have recently relaxed labour laws to pump
up industrial activities
with staggered shifts or limited staff as a fresh spike in coronavirus cases could undo the
gains so far.
Monday’s meeting could
also discuss further relaxations
as part of a graded exit from the
lockdown but all restrictions
are unlikely to be withdrawn in
one go, the sources suggested.
Continued on Page 2
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mid the rising coronavirus cases in the country, Cabinet
A
Secretary Rajiv Gauba on Sunday held a video conference
with Chief Secretaries and Health Secretaries of all States and
Union Territories to oversee the steps taken to curb the spread
in the country and sought cooperation of the State Governments
in running special trains for transportation of stranded
migrant workers from different States to their respective native
destinations.
Continued on Page 2

he Indian Railways will
T
gradually restart passenger train operations from May
12, initially with 15 pairs of
trains, the national transporter
said on Sunday.
These trains will be run as
special trains from New Delhi
station connecting Dibrugarh,
Agartala, Howrah, Patna,
Bilaspur, Ranchi, Bhubaneswar,

leven migrant labourers
E
died and 14 others injured
in the last 24 hours in separate

C=A067D=0C70Q <D<108

he dwellers of a tiny hutT
ment located off the IITBombay campus at Powai in
north-east Mumbai were in for
a surprise as a large spotted
deer — apparently after being
chased by a leopard from the
nearby Sanjay Gandhi National
Park — crashed through their
roof and landed in their house
in the early hours of Sunday.
In what virtually came as a
bolt from the blue, the deer

crash-landed into the one room
house of one Mrs Sunita Singh
in Hanuman Tekdi slum colony
located on the neighbourhood
of IIT-Bombay campus, which
is on the periphery of the
Sanjay Gandhi National Park.
As the forest officials surmised later in the morning, the
deer might have run for its life
after being chased from a nearby hillock of the Sanjay Gandhi
National Park, and crashed
into hutment through the roof.
Continued on Page 2

incidents like fatigue due to
walking a long distance and a
road accident in four districts
in Madhya Pradesh, police said
on Sunday.
The deaths were reported
from Narsinghpur, Barwani,
Sagar and Shajapur districts.
Almost all the deceased
were travelling to Uttar Pradesh
either from Maharashtra,
Hyderabad or Karnataka
amidst the coronavirusinduced lockdown.
In Narsinghpur district,
six migrant labourers were
killed and 14 others injured,
one of them seriously, when the
truck in which they were travelling overturned near Patha
village, around 40 kms from the
district headquarters on
Saturday night, Additional
Superintendent of Police Rajesh
Tiwari said.

20,000 coaches for Covid-19
care centres and adequate
number of coaches being
reserved to enable operation of
up to 300 trains everyday as
“Shramik Special” for stranded
migrants.
Booking for reservation in
these trains will start at 4 pm
on May 11 and will be available
only on the IRCTC website
(https://www.Irctc.Co.In/).
Ticket booking counters at

railway stations will remain
closed and no counter tickets
(including platform tickets)
will be issued, it said. Only passengers with valid confirmed
tickets will be allowed to enter
railway stations.
It will be mandatory for
passengers to wear face cover
and undergo screening at
departure and only asymptomatic passengers will be
allowed to board the trains.
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reported more than
Itimendia
4,000 new cases for the first
in a single day on Sunday
with Maharashtra adding 1,942
new cases and Tamil Nadu
chipping in with 669 new cases,
taking the total count to 67,044
cases and 2,207 deaths, including 111 on Sunday. Total cases
in Maharashtra mounted to
22,171 including 53 deaths.
Maharashtra is followed
by Gujarat with around 8,195
cases and nearly 500 deaths.
The State reported 398 cases
and 23 deaths on Sunday.
State like Bihar and Odisha
have registered significant
rise due to infection detected
among migrant workers
returning home.
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Secunderabad, Bengaluru,
Chennai, Thiruvananthapuram,
Madgaon, Mumbai Central,
Ahmedabad and Jammu Tawi.
All passenger train services were suspended due to a
lockdown announced on
March 25.
After the resumption of
these 15 services, railways will
start more special services on
new routes, based on the available coaches after reserving

guarding troops do occur as
boundaries are not resolved.”
Officials also said troops
resolve such issues mutually as
per established protocols.
Unconfirmed reports said at
least three Indians and seven to
eight Chinese soldiers were
injured in the scuffle.
Continued on Page 2

The victims were headed
towards Jhansi, Etah and
Barabanki in Uttar Pradesh
from Hyderabad in Telangana,
he added.
“While five labourers died
on the spot, two critically
injured were rushed to a hospital at divisional headquarters
Jabalpur-for treatment, where
one of them died around 6 pm
on Sunday,” Tiwari added.
Thirteen others, who suffered injuries in the accident,
including the truck driver, are
undergoing treatment at the
(Narsinghpur) district hospital.
They have been quarantined,
he said.
In Barwani district, three
migrants, who began their
journey on foot from Mumbai
to Uttar Pradesh, died due to
exhaustion on Saturday afternoon near Sendhwa, located on
Madhya Pradesh-Maharashtra
border, police said. Two more
deaths were reported from
Sagar and Shajapur.
Continued on Page 2

Delhi, with nearly 7,000
cases and 73 deaths, has slipped
to the fourth spot. Delhi added
383 cases and five deaths on
Sunday. Tamil Nadu has now
become the third worst coronavirus-hit State, surpassing
Delhi after reporting over
7,200 cases.
In Tamil Nadu, the bulk of
cases were reported from
Chennai, where the vegetable
and fruit wholesale market at
Koyembedu was declared a
hotspot. More than 1,500 positive cases were found to be
linked to the market. Of the
total cases in Tamil Nadu,

1,824 patients have recovered
and 44 have died.
Rajasthan added 106 new
cases to reach a total 3,814 cases
and 2 more deaths to total 108
deaths, while Madhya Pradesh
reported 157 new cases for total
of 3,614 and a high death
count of 215.
UP reported total 3,373
cases including 79 deaths of
which 5 died on Sunday.
West Bengal reported 153
new cases, taking the total to
1,939. With 14 deaths reported in the last 24 hours, the
death toll rose to 113 in Bengal.
23 new cases of Covid-19 were
reported from Haryana.
Continued on Page 2
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New Delhi: Delhi Chief Minister Arvind Kejriwal
on Sunday appealed to migrant workers not to leave
the city, saying the situation will revive once the
lockdown is lifted and they will find work. He also
urged the workers trying to leave the national
Capital to stay wherever they were, assuring them
that his Government was arranging trains for their
return.
PTI
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New Delhi: Sir Ganga Ram
Hospital in the national Capital
will resume its OPD services in
a graded manner from Monday.
The services will be available from 10 am to 4 pm and
each doctor will see a maximum of four patients in an
hour, hospital authorities said.
“The main Sir Ganga Ram
Hospital, which is a Non-Covid
facility, will resume OPD services in a graded manner from
Monday,” a statement said.
The hospital has created
proper infrastructure facilities to
minimise the spread of Covid19, keeping in mind that nearly 70 per cent of coronavirus
cases are asymptomatic. Patients
are advised to show their “risk
status” on Arogya Setu app and
appointment details on their
mobiles on demand, it said.
Detailed report on P3

FDVHVDV\PSWRPDWLF&0

New Delhi: Delhi Chief Minister Arvind
Kejriwal on Sunday said 75 per cent of
Covid-19 cases in the city are asymptomatic
or showing mild symptoms, and asserted that
the number of serious patients and deaths
caused by the infection is “less”.
PTI
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ive Air India pilots, who had
F
undertaken cargo flights to
China, have tested positive for
coronavirus during the preflight Covid-19 test, are currently asymptomatic and are
based in Mumbai.
In addition, a technician
and a tow-tug operator/driver
working with the Air India
Engineering Services Limited
(AIESL) at the aircraft hangar
in Mumbai have also tested
positive for the coronavirus on
May 7.
“Five Air India pilots have
tested positive for Covid-19.
These pilots were tested one
after one. We suspect it could
be a case of faulty testing kit as
well,” sources said.
According to sources the
five pilots had not operated any

flight in the last three weeks.
“These pilots had operated
cargo flights to China prior to
April 20,” sources said.
Regarding two staff of
AIESL testing positive for coronavirus, the non-scheduled
operator had informed the
company in a recent e-mail. As
per the e-mail, seen by PTI, the
operator said outsourced MRO
(Maintenance, Repair and
Overhaul) personnel attending
its aircraft are also tested for
coronavirus infection.
“AIESL personnel are also
being tested in a phased manner. The results of tests conducted on May 7 have been
received and two AIESL personnel have tested Covid-19
positive,” the engineering head
of the operator said in the email to AIESL CEO.
Continued on Page 2
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ven as Indore in Madhya
E
Pradesh continues to be
among the country’s most worrisome coronavirus hotpots,
the temple city Ujjain is making health officials uneasy as
the latter’s death rate from the
infection as on Sunday stood at
a whopping 19 per cent, far
higher than the 3.35 per cent
national average.
Ujjain, famous for the
Mahakal Temple and a city
with seven lakh inhabitants, has
seen 45 of 237 Covid-19
patients succumbing to the
infection, the death rate being
a shade below 19 per cent at
18.9 per cent, as per
official data.
Among those who have
died are a police inspector and
a BJP corporator, leading to
major political parties pointing
out to the city’s creaky health
infrastructure, and the Shivraj
Singh Chouhan government
responding by shunting out the
district collector and the superintendent of police.
The BJP corporator had
even made social media videos
of the poor medical care available at a private hospital here.
Continued on Page 2
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Kathmandu: With Nepal gearing up to ease the lockdown
measures and allow factories to
resume production, health
authorities have warned that
people entering the country in
cargo trucks, especially from
India, could increase the number of coronavirus cases,
according to a media report.
The health authorities
warned that cargo truck drivers
and their helpers have been
entering Nepal without undergoing proper health screening
and reaching all major cities,
The Kathmandu Post reported,
as the number of coronavirus
cases in the country rose to 110.
The mayor of Birgunj
Metropolitan City, Vijaya
Kumar Sarawagi, told the
newspaper that the number of
cargo trucks entering the country via Birgunj-Raxaul border
point daily has reached around
700 and each truck carries two
to three people-driver and their
helpers.
"We just disinfect the
truck's wheels, windshield and
the driver's seat and measure

SLORWV
From Page 1
“We request you to kindly
take action as per your company
policy. You are requested to note
that these personnel shall not be
allocated to our aircraft till they are
cured and not without our concurrence,” the e-mail said.
Meanwhile, 572 people landed
at Mumbai airport in two flights one from United Kingdom with
329 people and another from
Singapore with 243 people on
Sunday. Another Air India flight
carrying 243 passengers from
Manila is scheduled to land at
Sunday late night.
The first repatriation flight
from the United States took off
from the San Francisco
International Airport on Sunday,
with around 200 people on board.

the temperature of its occupants before allowing them
in," Sarawagi was quoted as saying.
"We cannot disinfect the
people and they are reaching all
major cities across the country."
Besides the Brigunj border
point, hundreds of cargo trucks
are also entering the country
via several other border entries
such as in Bhairahawa and
Nepalgunj.
"We all know that drivers
and their helpers cannot stay
inside the truck all the time," said
an official. "Chances of the disease spread will be high when
they come out and come in contact with other people," he said.
Representatives of local levels that share borders with
India have asked authorities
concerned to perform coronavirus tests on cargo truck drivers and their helpers before
allowing them entry into Nepal.
"We have been prohibiting
Nepalis stranded in Indian
borders from entering the
country to prevent the transmission of the virus. But we are

On the other hand, Air India
Express flight that was scheduled
to fly out with 181 Indian citizens
stranded in Doha has been called
off for now because of some technical reasons. It was to travel to
Doha from Kozhikode around 1
pm
and
land
in
Thiruvananthapuram around 10.45
pm.
The Indian Navy ship INS
Jalashwa, carrying 698 Indians
stranded in Maldives due to international travel restrictions owing to
coronavirus lockdown, arrived in
Kerala’s Kochi port on Sunday.
The warship had started its
journey from the island on Friday
night. Out of these evacuees, 440
are from Kerala, 110 from Tamil
Nadu and 45 from Karnataka.
“OP# Samudra Setu #Jalashwa
with 698 Indian citizens embarked
from Maldivesat Kochi, Kerala,” a
spokesperson of Indian Navy
tweeted.

:_UZR4YZ_RdTfWW]V
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In a similar incident on
May 5 and May 6, about 250
troops engaged in scuffle and
some Indian and Chinese soldiers were injured. The standoff took place near a site called
“Finger 5” on the northern
bank of the Pangong Tso Lake
in Eastern Ladakh.
The same spot had witnessed a violent clash between
two armies in 2107 also when
troops from both sides hurled
stones at each other. In the latest incident, local commanders
from both the armies brought
the situation under control,
said officials, adding both the
sides had increased force levels
as a precautionary measure.
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In the preceding 22 days,
UK surged leaps and bounds,
racing from 5,600 cases on
March 22 to 1,08,692 cases —
in statistical term a near 18-fold
growth.
In case of Italy, which has
seen a huge number of deaths,
case doubled from 1,10,576
on April 1 to 2,18,268 on May
9, in 39 days. In the preceding
39 days, Italy saw a more than
500-time spike, rising from a
mere 21 on March 21 to
1,10,576 on April 1. Italy tally
stood at 1,43,726 on April 9,
which shows that country saw
a just1.5-time growth in one
month, six-time less than India.
France has taken 34 days to
double from 87,579 on April 5
to 1,76,658 on May 9. In the
same 34 days between March 1
and April 5, France saw cases
registering a plus 80-fold growth
--- from a mere 130 on March
1 to 87,579 on April 5. France
had 100, 700 cases April 9.
Germany pace of growth is
still slower. The country
crawled from 1,18,235 on April
9 to 1,71, 324 on May 9. In the
preceding 37 days, Germany
saw a mindboggling 4500-time

not paying attention regarding
the risk of the disease spread
from the people entering the
country in cargo trucks," the
official at the Health Ministry
told the Post.
Birgunj Mayor Sarawagi
said that risk could be mitigated if the incoming cargo trucks
are stopped at border points
and the goods are sent to their
destinations in domestic cargo
trucks.
People who do not have
high temperature and other
COVID-19 symptoms does
not necessarily mean that they
are free from virus, making the
disease difficult to diagnose
without proper testing, health
officials say.
Nepal is among the nations
with the lowest number of
coronavirus infections.
As of now 31 people
infected with the virus have
been successfully treated. The
number of active COVID-19
patients currently undergoing treatment at different hospitals across the country
stands at 79.
PTI
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New York: Some of the Indian
nationals stranded in the US
due to Covid-19 related international travel restrictions
will fly back home on Sunday
on a non-scheduled commercial flight from New Jersey to
Mumbai and Ahmedabad,
even as authorities said another five flights have been
arranged to repatriate others
still stuck in the country.
Beginning May 9, Air
India has scheduled seven
non-scheduled commercial
flights from the US to India
facilitating the return of Indian
nationals, who could not travel due to COVID-19 restrictions, the Indian Embassy in
Washington had said in its
advisory on Wednesday night.
The first flight took off
from San Francisco on
Saturday to Mumbai and
Hyderabad. The Air India
flight from Newark Liberty
International Airport in New
Jersey will fly on Sunday, taking back Indian nationals to
Mumbai and Ahmedabad
under India's biggest ever
repatriation exercise named
‘Vande Bharat Mission'.

Another f light from
Newark will fly on May 14 to
Delhi and Hyderabad. All
passengers will be required to
undergo medical screening
before boarding the flight and
only asymptomatic passengers will be allowed to travel.
All passengers on arrival
in India will be medically
screened and would have to
download and register the
Aarogya Setu app.
Further, all passengers will
need to undergo a 14-day
mandatory quarantine on
arrival in India in institutional facilities on payment basis
as per the protocols framed by
Government of India.
Highly placed sources in
the Indian Consulate in New
York said that it "has been a
relentless and non-stop work"
to coordinate the repatriation exercise and authorities
"are going out of their way to
make sure not even one seat
on the flight goes vacant"
since a large number of
Indians are stranded in the US
due to various reasons and
they are "desperate" to go
home.
PTI
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New Delhi: Former prime minister Manmohan
Singh was admitted to the AIIMS here on
Sunday evening after he complained of uneasiness, sources said.
Singh, 87, is under observation at the cardio-thoracic ward of the premier hospital, they
said.
"All his parameters are fine. He is under
observation at the AIIMS," a source close to him
said, adding that he was taken to the hospital
after he felt "uneasiness".
He was admitted under Dr Nitish Naik, a
professor of cardiology at the All India Institute
of Medical Sciences (AIIMS), around 8.45 pm.
Singh is a senior leader of the opposition
Congress and is currently a Member of
Parliament in the Rajya Sabha from Rajasthan.
He was the Prime Minister between 2004 and
2014.
In 2009, Singh underwent a successful coronary bypass surgery at AIIMS.
PTI

Following the incident,
senior Indian army officers
visited the area for an on the
spot assessment, they said
adding tension was simmering
there since April 27 when
patrols of two armies confronted each other.
The Pangong Tso, a 135 kmwide glacial-melt lake, is in
both countries and hence both
the armies patrol. On September
11, 2019 too, there was a faceoff between the two armies on
the northern bank of the lake.
The two latest face-offs
came many months after the last
such incident. The two armies
were engaged in one of the
longest stand-offs in 2017 in
Doklam for 73 days after the

Indian Army objected to the
Chinese army constructing a
road in the strategically important region. Months later in
April 2018, Prime Minister
Narendra Modi and Chinese
President Xi Jinping held their
first informal summit in
Wuhan. The two leaders issued
“strategic” guidance to their
respective armies for maintaining peace and tranquility at the
LAC. Both the countries have
set protocols to resolve issues
and the local commanders are
empowered to take decisions to
resolve such matters.
In January this year, Army
Chief General MM Naravane
had said post the summit, “small
differences are sorted locally and
not allowed to escalate”.
According to information given
in Parliament by the
Government in November 2019,
there were 1025 transgressions
by the Chinese Army along the
LAC between 2016 and 2018.

rise, going from 18 on February
25 to 84,794 on April 2.
The same is the case with
South American giant Brazil,
which went up from 18,000
cases on April 9 to 156, 061
cases on May 9, registering a
less than 8-time growth.
However, Brazil more than
doubled up in ten days from
79,361 on April 29 to 1,56,061
on May 9.
Turkey and Iran have taken
between 24 and 36 days respectively to double up from the
halfway marks from where
they stood on May 9. Both
countries reported far less ratio
of growth than India over a
period of one month.
Among the list of 13 worst
countries only Russia and Peru
have registered much faster
growth than India in one
month duration. Both the
countries are seeing a late surge
and have doubled in around 10
days.
Russia’s total stood at
2,09,688 cases on May 9, doubling up from 1,06,498 on
April 30 in nine days. In the
preceding nine days Russia
went up from 62,273 to
1,06,498 cases. During one
month between April 9 to May
9, Russian saw 20-time spurt
going up from 10,000 on April

9 to 2,09,688 on May 9. Russia’s
rate of doubling has increased
sharply in the late order, and
the curve is rising unlike many
other European countries and
even the USA.
In case of Peru, a South
American nation with a small
population of 3.2 crore, the
total number stood at around
5,000 on April 9. It grew by
nearly 13-time to reach 65,000
cases on May 9.
Analysis shows that after
enforcement of lockdown while
the rate of doubling slowed
down in Europe and the USA,
the pace increased in the Russia
and South American, while
India continued to grow at an
alarming speed.
Reports are pouring in
from Uttar Pradesh, Bihar,
Odisha and West Bengal
about migrant workers returning to their native places broken, hungry, and infected.
The fear of contagion arising
from tens of thousands of
liquor lovers jostling and
wrestling with each other
before the liquor vends for
three days, is equally bone
chilling. With the country in
the “opening up” mode, the
days ahead could be challenging going by the pace of
Covid-19 growth in India.
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Ratlam (MP): Police in Madhya Pradesh's
Ratlam on Sunday booked two persons
under the stringent National Security Act
(NSA) for assaulting a police sub- inspector
while he was enforcing coronavirus-induced
lockdown in a containment zone in the city,
a senior officer said.
A group of 20 people had attacked the
sub-inspector Jairam Jamod on Friday
night, district superintendent of police
(SP) Gaurav Tiwari said. "Jamod had
received information that some people had
started gathering at a crossing in Mochipur
containment area.
He rushed to the spot and made an
announcement on a speaker phone asking
people to stay indoors when he was
attacked. A volunteer, identified as Suhail
who tried to save the SI, was also beaten
up," he said.
PTI
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As the plight of migrants
stuck in far off places since
March 25 lockdown has come in
for scrutiny, the Cabinet
Secretary highlighted that as
many as 350 such trains carrying 3.5 lakh labourers have been
run so far.
Gauba indicated that more
trains could be on the tracks to
bring-in migrants if States could
cooperate more in this endeavour. The Cabinet Secretary’s
request for “cooperation” came
a day after the West Bengal
Government and the Centre
were engaged in a war of words
over running the ‘Shramik
Special’ trains to the State.
“At the outset, the Cabinet
Secretary noted that more than
350 ‘Shramik Special’ trains have
been run by the Railways carrying 3.5 lakh migrant workers, an
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n a day when Mumbai
recorded 19 more deaths
O
and 508 new infected cases, the
Brihanmumbai Municipal
Corporation
(BMC)
announced that it has begun to
use an Artificial Intelligence
technology in three health
facilities in the city to assess the
assess condition of Covid 19
patients.
The BMC’s decision to use
an Artificial Intelligence technology in three health facilities
in the city came amid reports
that the total number of deaths
in Mumbai had mounted to
508, while the total number of
infected cases had risen to
13,739.
With no let up in the

condition of Covid 19
patients,” the BMC stated in its
medical bulletin issued on
Sunday evening.
“Till now around 3000 Xray scan have been assessed by
this method. It is a new technology which is also used on
pilot basis for screening and
monitoring progression of
admitted patients. This technique will also proposed to
deploy in other hospitals,” the
BMC stated.
Of the 19 deaths reported
on Sunday, 13 patients had comorbidities. Ten patients were
men while nine were women.
“while one of the deceased
was below 40 years, five were
above 60 years and 13 were
aged between 40 to 60 years,”
the bulletin said.
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Hamirpur (HP): A case has
been registered against a man in
Himachal Pradesh's Hamirpur
district after his wife informed
the police that he had jumped
home quarantine to buy liquor,
an official said on Sunday.
The junior basic trained
(JBT) teacher and his brother
had returned from Gujarat to
Barsar area last Thursday, and
both were kept under home
quarantine as a precautionary
measure against the novel coronavirus pandemic, the official
said. A first information report

(FIR) was lodged after the
teacher's wife informed the
police that he had gone out by
jumping home quarantine for
purchasing alcohol, according
to the official. The case was registered under various sections
of the India Penal Code and the
Disaster Management Act, the
spokesperson said. The man
has now been kept under institutional quarantine and the
matter referred to the
Education Department for
departmental action against
him, the official added. PTI
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Rishikesh: Three yoga teachers
were arrested here on Sunday
for allegedly sexually harassing
a Japanese woman, police said.
The woman had lodged a
complaint at the Muni ki Reti
Police Station on Saturday
accusing the trio working at a
yoga school in Aam Bagh area
here of pressurising her to have
sex with them, Kotwali Police

official statement said. “He
requested the State Governments
to cooperate with the Railways
in running more ‘Shramik
Special’ trains,” it said.
At the beginning of the
meeting, Gauba highlighted the
cooperation of States on the
return of Indians from abroad
under ‘Vande Bharat Mission’
launched by the Centre to evacuate thousands of Indians
stranded across the world due to
coronavirus outbreak.
He emphasised that movements of doctors, nurses and
paramedics should be totally
unhindered and all steps be
taken to facilitate and protect
“corona warriors”.
The Chief Secretaries briefed
about the situation in their
respective States and said that
while protection is required
from Covid-19, economic activities also need to be stepped up
in a calibrated manner, the statement said.
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Woken up from their
slumbers, the dwellers of the
entire slum colony gathered
outside Mrs Singh’s tenement.
Before long, a few of the
slum dwellers alerted the
Forest department about the
incident
“We received a distress
call from a few of the residents
in the slum colony. They
informed us that a deer has
crashed into the house
through the roof,” Wildlife
Warden Pawan Sharma said.
The Forest Department’s
Mumbai Range swiftly rushed
a 7-member team to rescue
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The announcement about PM’s interaction
with Chief Minister came after Cabinet Secretary
Rajiv Gauba chaired a meeting with Chief
Secretaries and Health Secretaries of all states and
Union Territories (UTs) to review their status of
Covid-19 management.
The Chief Secretaries informed Gauba about
the situation in their respective States and also said
while protection is required from Covid, the economic activities also needed to be stepped up in
a calibrated manner.
The lockdown, enforced on March 25, was
originally supposed to end on April 14. It was then
extended to May 3 and then again to May 1.
Meanwhile, Lok Sabha Speaker Om Birla has
said he is hopeful that Parliament’s Monsoon
Session could be held on time, despite the Covid19 crisis. The Monsoon Session normally begins
in the last week of June or in the first week of July.
“Despite Covid-19 crisis, I am hopeful that
session could be held on time. But it will also
depend on the situation prevailing at that time,”
Birla told PTI
Last year, the Monsoon Session ran between
June 20 and August 7. The Speaker underlined
that it was a testing time due to the Covid-19 crisis, but expressed hope that the session could be
held as per normal schedule. Asked whether it
will be possible to hold the session if there are
strict social-distancing norms still in place in
June-July, Birla said a way out could be found
when that situation comes.

increasing fatalities and infections, Maharashtra on Sunday
reported 53 Covid-19 deaths,
while there were 1278 new
infected cases. With the fresh
tally, the total number of deaths
has gone up to 832, while the
total number of infected cases
has scaled up to 22,171.
Announcing the introduction of new Artificial
Intelligence technology in three
health facilities in the city to
assess the assess condition of
CoVID 19 patients, the BMC
said: “We have introduced a
new technology ‘QURE’S qXR
CHEST XRAY SOFTWARE’, It
is an Artificial Intelligence
technology being used in HBT
Trauma care Hosp, Kasturba
Hosp &Podar Hospital & NSCI
Dome CCC Worli to assess

From Page 1
Total number of positive cases
stands at 703 including 10 deaths and
393 active cases.
Odisha registered 15 new positive
cases, taking the tally to 377. This
includes 306 active cases, 68 cured/discharged and 3 deceased. The number
of cases rose to 673 in Bihar after it saw
the biggest single day addition of 62
cases, mostly from migrant workers
returning home during the last few
days.
Jammu & Kashmir reported 25
new positive cases, pushing the total
number of cases to 861. The total death
toll stands at 9.
The total number of Covid-19
cases in Punjab reached 1,823, with 61
more people testing positive. Number
of active cases and fatalities due to the
infection stands at 1,626 and 31
respectively.
Talking about the status of containment of Covid-19 in the country,
Dr Harsh Vardhan said, “Prior to lockdown, on March 25, the doubling rate
was 3.2 when measured over a period of 3 days, 3.0 when measured over

Station in-charge Ritesh Shah
said.
The accused were arrested
from their residence on Sunday
on the basis of the complaint,
he said. They were identified as
Harikishan (43) from Amritsar,
Chandrakant (32) from Raiwala
in Dehradun and Somraj (23)
from Chamba in Himachal
Pradesh.
PTI
the large deer.
The team later took it
away to Sanjay Gandhi
National Park’s Rescue Centre
for further medical examination and rehabilitation.
The affected family said
that the deer was lying in their
house quietly before the rescue team arrived to take it
back to the forest environs.
“Though it appeared shocked,
the deer remained calm and
composed all through. The
deer crash did not result in
any damage to household
articles like the fan, TV, gas,
cupboards, bed etc,” Mrs
Singh said.
Sunday’s incident should
be seen in the context of the
fact that during the lockdown, the animals from the
wild like flocks of peacocks,
kingfishers, dolphins, deer,
foxes, mongoose, large snakes
are being seen in the human
habitats.

a period of 7 days and 4.1 when measured over a period of 14 days.
“Today it stands at 12.0 over a 3day window, 10.1 over a 7-day window
and 11.0 when measured over a 14-day
window. Similarly, the fatality rate
stands at 3.3 per cent while recovery
rate has improved to 30.7 per cent.
Clearly the situation has improved due
to lockdown. This also reflects on the
quality of healthcare being provided to
the Covid-19 patients,” he said.
During his visit in East Delhi on
Sunday, the Minister said that a total
of 855 dedicated Covid hospitals have
been identified across the country with
1,65,723 beds (1,47,128 isolation beds
+ ICU beds); 1,984 dedicated Covid
health centres with 1,31,352 beds
(1,21,403 isolation beds + 9,949 ICU
beds), and, 4,362 Covid care centres
with 3,46,856 beds.
Informing about the treatment, he
said, “We have noticed that only 2.48
per cent of these Covid cases have
required ICU facility, only 1.94 per
cent of them have required oxygen
support while mere 0.40 per cent have
required ventilator support.”
He said that in 10 States/UTs, no
new case has emerged in the last 24
hours. They are Andman and Nicobar
Islands, Arunachal Pradesh, Dadra &
Nagar Haveli, Goa, J&K, Ladakh,
Manipur, Odisha, Mizoram,
Puducherry. Moreover, there are 4
States/ UTs - Daman & Diu, Sikkim,
Nagaland & Lakshadweep.
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Speaking to PTI, new Ujjain
Collector Ashish Singh said,
“We are trying to bring down
the death rate by improving
health care facilities here. We
have launched several measures to identify people infected with the virus and to quarantine them. We are hopeful the
curve will flatten in a fortnight.”
Ujjain has no Government
medical college-cum-hospital
(GMCH) and a private one —
RD Gardi Medical College and
Hospital, with 750 beds, has
been designated as a Covid-19
facility. A 100-bed hospital in
Indore has also been earmarked
to treat COVID-19 patients
from Ujjain, officials said.
With local leaders from
both the ruling BJP and
Congress claiming the facilities
and treatment at RD Gardi
Hospital were below par, and
several videos on this making
the rounds of social media, the
state government has placed
Additional Collector Sujan
Singh Rawat as nodal officer of
the private facility.
“We are bettering facilities
at RD Gardi Hospital and issues
concerning doctors and staff
have been resolved,” Rawat said.
He said 70 per cent of the
patients who died did so within 72 hours of admission in the
hospital, suggesting that some of
them may have been brought
for treatment too late.
Most of the deceased in
Ujjain also had comorbidities,
mostly ailments of the heart and
lungs, he added.
Initial coronavirus test
reports also came in late which
compounded the problem,
some other health officials said.
Meanwhile, Vikas Sharma,
a priest at Mahakal Temple, said
prayers were being offered daily
to ensure the virus outbreak
comes to an end. The temple has
been shut for devotees since
March.
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The deceased trio in
Barwani aged between 42 to 55
years, an official said.
A doctor at Sendhwa civil
hospital, where two of the
three labourers were taken,
said dehydration and fatigue
due to scorching heat might led
to heart attack, which might be
the cause of their deaths.
A labourer walking
towards UP from Karnataka
died in Sagar. He collapsed on
a ground by Sagar-Kanpur
national highway on Saturday
evening, police said, adding
that he was declared dead at a
hospital, an official said.
“As per his Aadhaar card,
the deceased was identified as
Rambali (31), a resident of
Siddharthnagar district in Uttar
Pradesh,” Sagar Superintendent
of Police Amit Sanghi said,
adding that the family of the
deceased has been informed.
Another labourer who died
in Shajapur district on Saturday
evening has been identified as
Ramroop (35), police said,
adding that he was returning to
his hometown in Basti district
of UP on a mini truck from
Maharashtra when he took ill.
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elhi Chief Minister Arvind
Kejriwal on Sunday
D
assured migrants in Delhi
that his Government is making
arrangements for them to take
them back to their homes.
Requesting people to stay
where they are , Kejriwal said,
“The Delhi Government is
already in talks with the
Central Government to arrange
for more trains for all the
States.”
Kejriwal said, "Migrant
labourers are still on the roads,
trying to reach to their homes.
Their condition is very unfortunate since they are walking
for days. They have not eaten
anything for days, and nobody
is helping them on their way.
They are carrying their children on their shoulders, and I
also saw a man who was car-

rying his old mother on him.
This makes me feel that all the
Governments and all the systems have failed.”
“I want to say to the people
of Delhi, that you do not need
to worry. We will ensure proper arrangements for all the people from other States in Delhi
who want to go back,” he said.
“It is very disappointing to
see people walking on the
roads for days without food
and any help,” said Kejriwal.
He requested the people of
Delhi to stay where they are as
the lockdown will lift soon and
everything will revive. “This
lockdown is going to end soon,
and everything will be back on
track. You will get employed
again because everything will
start running again.” “Please do
not leave Delhi. But if you are
stuck here and want to leave
under any situation, we are

arranging for trains for you.
One train has departed for
Madhya Pradesh and the second one for Bihar,” said
Kejriwal,” We are also in talks
with the central government to
arrange for more trains. Please
wait for a few days, but please
do not walk towards your
homes like this. This is not safe.
Some people lost their lives on
the railway tracks, and some
lost their lives in a road accident. Please do not do anything
that puts your lives at risk. We
are here to take care of you."
Meanwhile Delhi government has arranged buses for
Punjab migrants.
In Delhi, 150 migrants
from Punjab stranded in Delhi
have been sent to their homes
by the Delhi government on
Sunday on buses.
CMO tweeted "Migrants
from Punjab living in Delhi

govt's temporary shelter at
Sarvodaya Vidyalaya, Nehru
Vihar left for their home towns
today morning. They were
screened by our medical team
and provided with food, masks
and sanitizer. God bless them
all." The medical team first
screened and examined all the
migrants. The migrants have
been given food packets for
their way.
They have also been provided with masks and sanitizers. Earlier, the Delhi government had sent buses to bring
back hundreds of students
stranded in Kota.
The Delhi government has
also sent about 2400 migrants
from Madhya Pradesh and
Bihar to their home towns
through special trains. Medical
examination and screening
were thoroughly conducted
before sending them back.
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elhi Chief Minister Arvind
Kejriwal on Sunday said it
D
is the responsibility of his
Government to take care of
Covid warriors who are putting
their lives at risk by serving the
people. The Chief Minister
expressed disappointment over
Opposition’s remarks on the
provision of special facilities for
Covid warriors.
“What is the problem in providing C 1 crore honorary compensation for Covid warriors
who will died while dealing/
treating corona patients,”
Kejriwal questioned opposition
while interacting digitally.
Meanwhile citing health bulletin report, Kejriwal said,”
“There are 6,923 positive cases in
Delhi, only 1,476 cases are in the
hospital. All the other cases are
either asymptomatic or have
very mild symptoms. Out of
these 1,476 cases, 91 cases are in
ICU and 27 cases are on ventilators. I am personally monitoring the serious cases and working day and night for their
recovery."
“Around 75% of the cases
are asymptomatic or have very
mild symptoms. "On the directions of the central government,
we are making arrangements for
such cases to be treated at home.
Our team will visit their homes,
inspect their premises for a separate room to see if isolation can
be practiced there, issue advisories for the family members.”
“If everything is found satisfactory, these cases are advised
home isolation, and all necessary

facilities for isolation are provided to them at their homes.
Our team stays in regular contact with the affected person and
is also available 24x7 for guidance. Cases who cannot be isolated at their homes are shifted
to our Covid care centres and
Covid health centres," he added.
He further said that the
requisition of private ambulances has been done for government services. "I have been
intimated often that people have
to wait for hours for ambulances
to arrive. Yesterday ( Saturday )
we have issued orders for the requisition of private ambulances for
government services. These
ambulances should be available
for Government duty as and
when required, along with continuing to operate for their hospitals as well."
He applauded the Covid
warriors for being on the frontline and helping the people in
these times.
“Our doctors, nurses, teachers, civil defense volunteers,
Aasha and Anganwadi workers,
etc are our Covid warriors and
are at the frontline of fighting a
battle against Corona. They are
risking their lives to work for the
people. It is our responsibility to
do whatever we can for all of
them. As per our directions yesterday, we have attached five-star
hotels with the Rajiv Gandhi
Super Specialty Hospitals, which
has been declared as a dedicated Covid hospital. If any of our
Covid warriors get affected by
corona, they will be treated in
those hotels. It is our responsibility to take care of them
because they are working and
taking care of the people all this
time."
He said, "I want to appeal to
everyone, this is not the time to
do politics but to work collectively for the people and the
nation in these tough times.
Please help each other, work
together against these issues,
and work for the society."

he Delhi Police has arrested two truck drivers for
allegedly ferrying nearly 100
migrant workers from the
national capital to their native
places in Bihar.
Police said that the two
truck drivers identified as
Upended Singh Yadav, a resident of Sector-2 RK Puram and
Dharmendra Kumar Yadav, a
resident of Indira Camp, Okhla
Phase-1 were ferrying the
migrant workers to their
respective hometowns in lieu of
money.
The police said their counterpart Noida police helped
them in detention of these
vehicles which have now been
seized and the labourers were
sent to their respective jhuggies
According to R P Meena,
the Deputy Commissioner of
Police (DCP), Southeast dis-

trict, during checking on
Saturday night at around 10.30
pm, two truck bearing Delhi
registration were caught near
Southeast Delhi's Kalindi Kunj
picket for ferrying migrant
workers.
"One verification, we found
that one of the vehicle was carrying 63 labourers from Ekta
Vihar jhuggi camp, RK Puram.
driver, Upender Singh
Yadav, who also owns the vehi-

cle was illegally transporting
these labourers from their jhuggies in Delhi to their native
place in Lakhisarai district of
Bihar in lieu of money," said the
DCP.
"While another truck driven by
Dharmendra Kumar
Yadav, was also illegally transporting 34 labourers from
Indira Camp jhuggies to their
native place in Madhubani dis-
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trict of Bihar in lieu of money.
However, the owner of the
vehicle Shrawan Yadav, also a
resident of Indira Camp, Okhla
Phase l, was not found present
in the vehicle," said the DCP.
"On further verification, it
also came to our notice that the
labourers were allured by these
drivers for money," the DCP
added.
"A case was registered
under 188 (for disobedience to
order duly promulgated by
public servant), 269 (Negligent
act likely to spread infection of
disease dangerous to life), 270
(Malignant act likely to spread
infection of disease dangerous
to life), 420 (Cheating and dishonestly inducing delivery of
property), 34 (Acts done by
several persons in furtherance
of common intention) sections
of Indian Penal Code and section 3 of Epidemic Act in the
regard," the DCP further said.
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turnaround, in the
Ition,n'Boisathemajor
Locker Room' investigaDelhi Police cyber cell
has revealed that a girl was
using the fake identity of a boy
in 'Snapchat' conversation, to get
herself sexually assaulted. Police
said the girl has taken this step
in order to check the strength of
character of the boy, who was the
message receiver.
According to Anyeesh Roy,
the Deputy Commissioner of
Police (DCP), cyber cell
(CyPAD), the two juveniles
involved in the Snapchat conversation were not in anyway
part of the Bois Locker Room
Instagram group and that the
conversation between them was
held last month. However, their
devices have been seized and sent
for forensic analysis.
"During investigation,
screenshots of the alleged chats
between the group members
were available in the public
domain. Among the various

screenshots shared on multiple
social media platforms, was a
screenshot of a one-to-one
Snapchat conversation, where a
person named 'Siddharth' is
suggesting a plan of aggravated

stopped further communication with girl who was using a
fake identity, the DCP said.
"The boy, however, took a
screenshot of the chat and
reported it to his friends, includ-
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sexual assault of a girl to the other
person, said the DCP.
"Probe has revealed that the
alleged Snapchat conversation is
actually between a girl and a boy
in which the girl is sending chat
messages through a fictional
Snapchat account named
'Siddharth'. Using the fake identity of a male person, she suggested in the chat, a plan to sexually assault herself," he said.
"Her purpose of sending
such messages to the boy was to
check his reaction and to test the
strength of his character, specially
when someone talks bad things
about the girl herself. However,
the juvenile boy, declined to participate in any such plan and

ing the girl about whom the
hypothetical conversation of sexual assault took place. One of the
other recipients of the screenshot,
however, posted it as an
Instagram story for sometime,
from where it started circulating
in connected social media
accounts of friends, schoolmates
and when screenshots from Bois
Locker Room Instagram started
circulating on social media, the
alleged Snapchat conversation
also got mixed with those chats,"
he said.
"No case will be registered
against the girl or the boy
because both of them are juveniles. Although, creating a fake
id is wrong but her intent was not

malicious so we are not filing any
complaint," said the DCP.
Information about the
Instagram group came to light
after a girl shared screenshots of
its activities. Following this, the
group started being called out on
social media.
The police said during social
media monitoring, it was noticed
that the group was being used by
the participants to share obscene
messages and morphed pictures
of girls and women.
So far, 24 members of the
alleged Instagram have been
identified and police are still
waiting for details sought by
them from the social media
platform and the Forensic
Science Laboratory where they
have sent the devices for examination. The group admin, also
an active member of the group
was arrested, a juvenile was
apprehended was apprehended
in the case, said police adding
that a case under relevant sections of IT Act and IPC was registered on Monday.

BXa6P]VPAP\7^b_XcP[c^
aTbd\T>?3bTaeXRTbc^SPh
BC055A4?>AC4AQ =4F34;78

ir Ganga Ram Hospital will
resume OPD (outpatient
Sdepartment)
services in a grad-
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ed manner from Monday. The
hospital administration has
created a proper infra- structure facilities to minimize the
spread of COVID- 19 especially
keeping in mind that nearly 70
per cent Coronavirus positive
persons are asymptomatic.
“The hospital said it will
resume OPD services in a
graded manner from Monday
from 10 am to 4pm. "Each doctor will see maximum four
patients in one hour,” the hos-
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pital said in a statement.
The hospital administration said that patients are
advised to show their risk status on Aarogya Setu app and
appointment details on their
mobiles on demand.
The Delhi government had
declared Sir Ganga Ram City
Hospital, Pusa Road (affiliated

to Main Sir Ganga Ram
Hospital, Rajinder Nagar) in
Delhi as a Covid-19 hospital for
admitting confirmed and suspected cases of Covid-19 on
payment basis.
In an order issued on April
30, Delhi Health Secretary
Padmini Singla declared two
private hospitals -- Maha
Durga Charitable Trust
Hospital and Sir Gangaram
City Hospital -- as Covid-19
hospitals for admitting confirmed or suspected cases.
With the addition of fresh
224 Covid-19 cases on
Saturday, the total number of
corona positive stood at 6,542.
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he Delhi Police on Sunday
registered over 50 cases
T
and detained 2,349 people
across the national Capital for
violating Government orders
during the coronavirus lockdown.
According to the data
shared by the police, 52 cases
were registered under section
188 (for disobedience to order
duly promulgated by public
servant) of the Indian Penal
Code (IPC) till 5pm.
Police said that a total of
2,349 people have been
detained under section 65 (persons bound to comply with reasonable directions of police
officers) and 118 vehicles have
been impounded under section
66 of the Delhi Police Act.
“The police also registered
25 cases against people for
stepping outside their residence without wearing masks.
A total of 363 movement passes have been issued,” police
said.
Since March 24, more over
lakh people have been detained
so far for violating order under
section 65 of the Delhi Police
Act.
However, on Sunday Delhi
Police received over 700 calls
on their 24x7 helpline number
to resolve issues related to
lockdown. Police said that total
41,788 number of calls received
by police till Sunday on their
helpline 011-23469526.
“Police received 781 calls
from Saturday 2 pm to Sunday
2 pm. Out of 781, around 73
calls were related to outside

Delhi, which have been
referred to respective state
helpline numbers. A total of
two calls were received related
to no food/no money, which
have been forwarded to NGO
for direct relief at their addresses,” said police.
“While 394 calls were related to movement passes and
were advised to apply online on
website of Delhi Police,” said
police.
"The food delivery network established in all 15 districts with involvement of nearly 400 NGOs/ RWAs/Good
Samaritans facilitated by Delhi
Police has led to provision of
meals/food packets at more
than 250 locations which
enabled feeding of nearly
222787 persons and dry ration
kits to 1710 persons," said the
police.
The move comes following
nationwide restrictions due to
complete lockdown imposed
across the country to contain
Coronavirus.
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he Jawaharlal Nehru
University (JNU) on
T
Saturday has announced its
academic calendar and has
fixed the deadline for the completion of exams by July 31.
According to JNU vicechancellor M Jagadesh Kumar,
the academic calendar has been
unanimously approved by all
the deans of Schools and
Chairpersons of Special
Centres.
"Tentatively, students are
expected to return to JNU
campus between June 25 to and
30 so that they can complete
their remaining academic components and complete their
examinations. Examinations
will be completed by July 31,"
he said.
"The next semester for the

continuing students will start
from August 1. Even if the
examination results are not
ready by July 31, students
will have the opportunity to
provisionally register and move
on to the next semester," he
said.
"The entire monsoon
semester registration process
will be completely online making it easy for the students to
register even from their homes,"
the vice-chancellor said.
The deadline for research
scholars to submit their theses/dissertations has been
extended to December 31.
"This academic calendar is
tentative at this time and
depends on how the lockdown
is lifted in stages across the
country and what new guidelines we may receive from the
UGC," the VC added.
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he Indian Railways has operated 366 "Shramik Special" trains
T
since May 10 and ferried home 4
lakhs of migrants stranded in various parts of the country amid the
coronavirus-induced lockdown.
As on May 10, a total of 366
“Shramik Special” trains have been
operationalised from various states
across the country, in which 287
trains had reached its destination
and 79 trains are in transit, the min-

istry said in a statement.
Out of these 287 trains, 127
terminated in Uttar Pradesh, 87 in
Bihar, 24 in Madhya Pradesh, 20 in
Odisha, 16 in Jharkhand, four in
Rajasthan, three in Maharashtra,
two each in Telangana and West
Bengal, and one each in Andhra
Pradesh and Himachal Pradesh.
The ministry further said that
subsequent to the Ministry of Home
Affairs (MHA) order regarding
movement of migrant workers, pilgrims, tourists, students and other

persons stranded at different places
by special trains, Indian Railways
had decided to operate “Shramik
Special” trains.
These trains have ferried
migrants
to
cities
like
Tiruchchirappalli, Titlagarh,
Barauni, Khandwa, Jagannathpur,
Khurda Road, Prayagraj, Chhapra,
Balia, Gaya, Purnia, Varanasi,
Darbhanga, Gorakhpur, Lucknow,
Jaunpur, Hatia, Basti, Katihar,
Danapur, Muzzaffarpur, Saharsa
etc.

In these Shramik Special Trains,
maximum around 1,200 passengers
can travel observing social distancing, it said, adding that proper
screening of passengers is ensured
before boarding the train. During
the journey, passengers are given
free meals and water.
Every Shramik Special train
has 24 coaches, each with a capacity of 72 seats. However, only 54
people are allowed in a coach to
maintain social distancing norms
and the middle berth is not allotted

to any passenger.
While the railways have not yet
announced the cost incurred on the
special services, the officials indicate
that the national transporter has
spent around Rs 80 lakh per service.
The government had earlier stated
that the cost of the services has been
shared on 85:15 ratios with states.
Since the Shramik Special train
ser vice started, Gujarat has
remained one of the top originating
stations followed by Kerala.
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eaching out to the littoral
R
countries located on the
rim of the strategically important Indian Ocean, India has
dispatched its warship to supply essential items to at least
five countries in the backdrop
of the coronavirus pandemic.
The ship INS Kesari set sail on
Sunday as part of ‘Mission
Sagar’ and this effort is in line
with India’s role as the first
responder in the region.
Giving details of the
deployment, officials said here
the countries which will get the
items include Maldives,
Mauritius,
Seychelles,
Madagascar and Comoros. The
ship is carrying food Items,
COVID related medicines
including HCQ Tablets and
Special Ayurvedic Medicines

with Medical Assistance Teams.
The deployment is in consonance with Prime Ministers
Narendra Modi’s vision of
Security and Growth for All in
the Region (SAGAR) and
highlights the importance
accorded by India to relations with her neighbouring
countries and further
strengthens the existing bond.
The operation is being
progressed in close coordination with the Ministries of
Defence and External Affairs,
and other agencies of the government, officials said here.
As part of Mission Sagar,
INS Kesari would enter the
Port of Male in Republic of
Maldives, to provide them
600 tons of food provisions.
India and Maldives are close
maritime neighbours with
strong and extremely cordial
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defence and diplomatic relations.
This even as INS Jalashwa
reached Kochi, Kerala on
Sunday with 698 Indian evacuees from Maldives, another
Indian Navy warship INS
Magar reached Male, capital of
Maldives on Sunday to bring
out 200 more Indians. They
will be ferried to Tuticorin,
Tamil Nadu. Both the warships are deployed for the
rescue effort codenamed
‘Operation Samudra Setu.’
INS Magar has made all
necessary logistic, medical
and administrative preparations at her base port Kochi to
comfortably accommodate
civilians before setting sail
towards Maldives.
The ship will evacuate
Indian citizens while ensuring
all precautions related to
COVID-19 including social
distancing norms are followed. An entirely separate
section of the ship with essential facilities like food and
washrooms has been prepared
to accommodate the evacuees and a separate mess has
been allotted for women,
infants and senior citizens.
Additional precautions have
been taken by dividing the
evacuees into groups to avoid
crowding at common areas
like dining hall and bathrooms.

laying a major role in the
P
national effort to fight
COVID-19, Hyderabad-based
Defence Research and
Development’s (DRDO) premier lab, Research Centre
Imarat (RCI), has developed an
automated contact-less ultraviolet (UVC) sanitisation cabinet, called Defence Research
Ultraviolet Sanitiser (DRUVS).
It has been designed to sanitise
mobile phones, iPads, laptops,
currency notes, cheque leafs,
challans, passbooks, paper,
envelopes, etc.
The DRUVS cabinet is having contactless operation which
is very important to contain the
spread of virus. The proximity
sensor switches, clubbed with
drawer opening and closing
mechanism, makes its opera-

tion automatic and contactless.
It provides 360 degree exposure
of UVC to the objects placed
inside the cabinet. Once the
sanitisation is done, the system
goes in sleep mode hence the
operator need not wait or stand
near the device.
The RCI has also developed
an automated UVC currency
sanitising device, called
NOTESCLEAN. Bundles of
currency notes can be sanitised
using DRUVS, however, disinfection of each currency notes
using it will be a time-consuming process. For that purpose, a sanitising technique
has been developed, where one
has to just place the loose currency notes at the input slot of
the device. It picks the notes one
by one and makes them pass
through a series of UVC lamps
for complete disinfection.

?=BQ =4F34;78

he ITBP on
Sunday reported
56 fresh Covid-19
cases followed by 18
cases each in BSF and
CISF besides two
infected persons in
CRPF. With the 56
new infections in
these Forces, the total number
of infected persons in the
paramilitary ranks rose to 752
on Sunday from 653 on
Saturday.
With the latest additions of
coronavirus infection in its
ranks, the tally of the patients
rose to 276 in the BSF which
continues to be the worst hit
paramilitary by the viral pandemic.
While 16 cases were reported from Tripura, two were tested positive for Covid-19 in the
national capital in the Border
Security Force (BSF), officials
said.
The Central Reserve Police
Force
(CRPF)
contracted two positive cases on
Sunday taking the tally of
infected persons to 236.
The CRPF has the second
highest number of positive
cases followed by ITBP which
has reported156 cases so far.
In the CRPF, there are 233
active cases with two patients

hese are tough times. As the
Covid-19 crisis looms to
T
new proportions brining the

T

recovering
from
the
disease and a Sub Inspector succumbing to the viral infection.
With 18 new positive cases,
the
Central
Industrial Security Force (CISF)
has 66 corona virus infected
persons.
The number of corona
virus infections in the Sashastra
Seema Bal (SSB) rose to 18
from the last count of 13 positive cases last week.
Paramilitary officials said
the
personnel
have
contracted the infections mostl
y
during frontline duty along
with the local police for enforcing lockdown and social measures as part of the
Government's efforts to break
the chain of spread of the disease.
The Forces have underscored that all safety protocols
are being strictly followed by
the
personnel
during
deployment with civil police.

world to standstill, leaving
many shelter-less and jobless
while disrupting medical aid to
many patients, a diverse lot of
individuals and organisations
are working silently to help
such vulnerable groups across
the country, reinforcing the
faith that not all is lost.
About 1,586 kilometers
away from the national capital,
Mohammed Shujatulah of
Humanity First Foundation
spends his days distributing
food to the needy outside hospitals, orphanages and railway
stations in Hyderabad.
Shujatulah relies on crowd funding and individual donations to
sponsor his charity work.
Similarly, many NGOs like
KAB Welfare Foundation and
Blood on Demand helpline
(9266666666) from Giving is
Living Foundation have been
holding blood donation camps
in Delhi and NCR region to
ensure that patients suffering
from Thalassemia and other
blood disorders do not have to
face difficulties in Covid-times.
Blood transfusion is the main
treatment for the persons afflicted with blood disorder.
Their representatives felt
that at this time when there is
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huge shortage of blood due to
lockdown following restriction
on movement and donors
scared of going hospitals amid
Covid-19 scare, there should be
a centralised venue like Indian
Red Cross Society where donors
can donate the blood and hospitals including those in private
sector collect the blood.
GS Kapoor, Director of
Giving is Living Foundation
called for uniform blood processing
and
other
charges as has been done in the
case with the test for Covid-19
test. Why should there be variation for such an important life
saving product? he asked.
On the other hand, The
Hans Foundation, a public charitable
trust
which
provides funding support to
NGOs in the country has been
reaching out to lakhs of
migrants, poor, sick and
homeless and hungry people

through its more than 350
NGOs in 26 states and union
territories particularly in rural
India.
On its part, Smile Train, the
world's largest cleft organization,
recently launched a digital campaign in India titled,
#EndTheStigma, to create
awareness around the stigma
associated with COVID-19
while members of Inner Wheel
District 301, New Delhi, a
branch of International Inner
Wheel, a global NGO has come
forward to distribute packed
food for 5 000 people at different slum areas in Delhi.
Then there are stories, of
children donating their piggy
banks for purchase of face
masks and sanitisers, and for
feeding masses who live on
street, and of groups of
young volunteers distributing
food and masks to needy, of old
men donating their life savings
towards improving health care
infrastructure.
There are about 92,000
NGOs and many more individuals, some acknowleged by
authorities but most of them
working anonymously, who
are trying to comfort millions
battling pandemic and penury.
Individually, these strivings may not count much. Yet
each one of them affirm the
commitment to healing the
ocean of humanity called
India.
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n the backdrop of the Vizag gas
IManagement
tragedy, National Disaster
Authority
(NDMA) has issued new safety
guidelines to factories insisting
for test or trial runs to avoid
industrial disasters in the units.
The NDMA under Union Home
Ministry insisted that no units
should go for full fledged scale
of production at least for seven
days and test or trial run should
be conducted to check the safety of plants. The detailed guideline directed all manufacturing
units must conduct safety checks
and trial runs and test the plants
and machinery to avoid leaks or
blasts in the units.
The NDMA also directed a
series of pandemic prevention in
work places such as 24-hour
sanitisation of premises, temperature check of all employees
twice daily, providing face

shields, masks and PPEs (personal protective equipment),
creating physical distancing by
erecting barriers on work floors
and dining facilities and ensuring no sharing of tools etc. The
authority also directed the factories to make financial provisions for checking the health care
of the workers.
The guidelines say,
“Factories need to maintain a
sanitisation routine every twothree hours especially in the
common areas that include
lunch rooms and common tables
which will have to be wiped clean
with disinfectants after every single use.” This has to be done even
in case of accommodation, they
add. Apart from two temperature
checks a day, the guidelines have
asked factories to ensure workers showing symptoms do not
report to work and there are provisions for hand sanitisers, gloves
and mask for all.

ok Sabha Speaker Om Birla
on Sunday said that he is
hopeful that Parliament’s
Monsoon Session could be
held on time, despite the
Covid-19 crisis. The Monsoon
Session normally begins in the
last week of June or in the first
week of July. "Despite COVID19 crisis, I am hopeful that session could be held on time. But
it will also depend on the situation prevailing at that time,"
Birla told PTI
Last year, the Monsoon
Session ran between June 20 and
August 7. The Speaker underlined that it was a testing time
due to the COVID-19 crisis, but
expressed hope that the session

could be held as per normal
schedule. Asked whether it will
be possible to hold the session if
there are strict social-distancing
norms still in place in June-July,
Birla said a way out could be
found when that situation comes.
Few days ago Birla met Vice
President and Rajya Sabha
Chairperson Venkaiah Naidu
and discussed on using video
conference methods in the panel
meetings of Parliament. Birla, on
whose initiative a control room
was set up in Lok Sabha and state
assemblies for better coordination between states in helping
people, said this experiment
turned out to be very successful
as elected representatives from
different States got in touch
with each other and helped peo-

ple from their respective constituencies who are stuck in
other places.
"MPs cutting across party
lines reached out to people and
helped them during this pandemic-forced lockdown. They

should be praised and I thank
them," he said. In the wake of the
COVID-19 pandemic, the
Budget session had to be ended
prematurely on March 23, over
10 days ahead of its last scheduled sitting on April 3.
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estaurants and hotels
across the country have
R
urged the State Governments
to allow them to sell the liquor
amid coronavirus lockdown.
The move comes at a time
when several state governments have allowed the sale of
retail alcohol with some guidelines. In its appeal to the state
governments, the Restaurants
and hotels have stated that
there is a stockpile of around
C3,000 crore lying with them.
Last week, the Supreme Court
also advised the state governments to consider the online
sale or non-direct contact and
home delivery of the same.

National Restaurant
Association of India (NRAI)
President Anurag Katriar said
on one hand we are sitting
with expensive liquor inventory and on the other hand, we
are cash starved. "We request
every state Government to
allow us an opportunity to sell
our liquor stocks, preferably
through home delivery model.
"This will help us deplete
our stocks, raise some money
to take care of urgent people
needs and will still be compliant to social distancing norms.
We understand that this may
require some amendments to
the law but I am sure it can be
carried out under the current
extraordinary circumstances,"

Katriar said.
In similar vein, The Beer
Cafe founder and CEO Rahul
Singh said liquor sales in India
take place through three
licenced verticals -- retail,
horeca (hotels, restaurants and
catering) and canteen stores
department.
The total horeca licenced
places are around 30,000 in the
country and "at any given
time, the stock in hand would
be for 1 month. Which means
that due to lockdown, the
total unsold inventory lying at
various horeca outlets across
India would be around Rs
3,000 crore," he added.
While retail sales of liquor
are opening, the service indus-

try continues to be in limbo,
he said.
"What we are asking the
state governments is simple.
All we are asking is to allow us
to sell our stock on a temporary basis. We would like to
sell our stock," Singh said.
Every country in the world
has done this and it is also
needed to be done here, he
added.
"At least allow us to sell
this stock that is with us of
around C3,000 crore and get
liquidity to pay wages and
Fovernment should make
temporary amendments to
the rules. It will also ease the
queues at the retail outlets," he
added.
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etizens trolled Radio
Pakistan on Sunday after it
N
committed a major gaffe in its

bid to get even with India.
After
Indian
Meteorological Department
(IMD) and Doordarshan started to include the GilgitBaltistan
region
and
Muzaffarabad in their weather
forecasts, Radio Pakistan tweeted with maximum and minimum temperatures in Ladakh,
albeit with a major error.
In a series of tweets, Radio
Pakistan provided the weather
details for all the regions in India
occupied Jammu and Kashmir.
But in one tweet, a major goofup attracted many Twitter users.
"In Ladakh maximum temperature is -4 degree centigrade and
minimum temperature is-1
degree centigrade," the tweet
read.
Social media users were
quick to point out the mix-up of
the words ‘maximum’ and ‘minimum’ by Radio Pakistan’s
Twitter handle. Twitter users
soon pointed out that -4 degree
centigrade was actually lower
than -1 degree centigrade and
cannot be the ‘maximum’ temperature.
“This is the result when

math teachers are part time suicide bombers and terrorists,”
wrote one of tweeter user.
One twitter user commented “India started Weather
Forecast of Bangladesh in 1970
& one year later East Pakistan
became History & Bangladesh
was born. History will repeat
itself in PoK & Gilgit Baltistan.
Pak army start preparing from
today itself ”.
One user pointed that the
people in Pakistan did not know
the difference between the maximum and minimum. Another
user advised Pakistan to follow

India correctly, even if they
intended to follow the country
blindly.
"In #Ladakh, maximum
temperature is -4 degree centigrade and minimum temperature is -1 degree centigrade," read
the tweet. Another tweeted
“India started Weather Forecast
of Bangladesh in 1970 & one year
later East Pakistan became
History & Bangladesh was born.
History will repeat itself in PoK
& Gilgit Baltistan. Pakarmy start
preparing from today itself ’.
One Twitter user said, “It's
high time for you to engage

yourself in Education and
schooling rather than militancy.
See your officials don't even
understand what's Max and
what's Low.” Another tweeted,
"Wrong... max should be -1 and
minimum should be -4." "Ye
tweet padh ke Pakistan ki maximum aukat aur minimum IQ
pata chal gayi..(After reading the
tweet one gets to know Pakistan's
maximum status and minimum
IQ)," read another tweet.
Another tweeted, “This is what
happens when you divert all the
money to terrorism from education.” "RIP common sense!!! -

4 max and - 1 min??? Kon se gole
se Science padhe ho???" another Twitter user wrote.
Radio Pakistan's tweet
aimed at levelling scores with
India triggered a flurry of funny
posts with some using memes
featuring Pakistan's founder
Muhammad Ali Jinnah's photo.
Many others, with their
tweets, schooled Pakistan to not
copy their "daddy" - a reference
used by many trolls since the
country was born out of India in
1947.
The IMD move to include
PoK, Gilgit and Baltistan and
Muzaffrabad in the Jammu
Kashmir sub division comes
days after the Pakistan Supreme
Court’s decision to allow the
Islamabad to amend a 2018
administrative order to conduct
general elections in the region.
The move came close on the
heels of Pakistan Supreme
Court's decision to let its government hold elections in GilgitBaltistan. India had lodged a
protest with Pakistan, asking
Islamabad to immediately vacate
all areas under its illegal occupation. The Gilgit-Baltistan
Order of 2018 provided for
administrative changes, including authorizing the Prime
Minister of Pakistan to legislate
on an array of subjects.
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he India Meteorological
Department (IMD) on
T
Sunday said that north-west,
eastern and southern States
are likely to get rainfall, thunderstorm and hailstorms with
strong winds in the next four
days due to western disturbances and convergence of
moist easterly and southwesterly winds in the lower levels.
The present weather conditions
is likely to stay for a few more
days and will delay the onset of
the heat wave. In the past one
and half month, unexpected
rainfall and thunderstorm have
damaged 25-30 percent rabi
and horticulture crops across
India.
According to the IMD,
northwest and north eastern
states including Punjab,
Har yana, Uttar Pradesh,
Jammu Kashmir, Gilgit,
Baltistan, Muzaffarabad,
Himachal Pradesh and
Uttrakhand witnessed squally
winds with widespread rainfall,
thundershowers and hailstorms
on Sunday. “The present
weather conditions over North
West and central India will

remain till May 14. The
Western Disturbance is likely to
move further northeastwards
and interact with the low-level
circulation and easterlies over
northwestern parts of India
causing increase of moisture
incursion in the region. This
feature likely to cause isolated
to scattered rain/thundershowers over Western
Himalayan Region and plains
of northwest India mainly during May 10-14,”the IMD said.
“Due to trough/wind discontinuity, isolated to scattered rain/thundershowers very
likely over central & south
peninsular India during the
next 5 days,” it said.
The North West, Central,
North-East and Southern states
are also predicted to receive
rainfall in the next four days.
According to Dr Kuldeep
Srivastava, the head of the
regional forecasting centre of
the IMD, said it was a result of
a fresh western disturbance
and this condition is likely to
stay for a few more days and
will delay the onset of the heat
wave. The IMD has earlier
predicted thunderstorms
accompanied with lightning,

hail and gusty winds (30-40
kmph) at isolated places in
parts of northwest India.
The IMD in its weather
summary and forecast bulletin
predicted isolated to scattered
rain/thundershowers, due to
the Western Disturbance, over
Western Himalayan region and
plains of northwest India mainly between May 10 and 14 with
peak activities on May 10. The
north eastern and eastern may
also receive scattered rainfall/strong winds/hailstorms in
the next four days due to convergence of moist southwesterly winds in the lower levels.
“The Western Disturbance
likely to move further northeast
wards and interact with the low
level circulation and easterlies
over northwestern parts of
India causing increase of moisture incursion in the region,”
the IMD bulletin read.
The IMD predicted thunderstorm accompanied with
lightning and gusty winds
(speed reaching 30-40 kmph)
at isolated places over Jammu
& Kashmir, Ladakh, and GilgitBaltistan and Muzaffarabad in
Pakistan-occupied Kashmir
(PoK) till May 14.
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Lucknow: A Government doctor, UP's first corona patient to
get plasma therapy, died on
Saturday night due to kidney
infection.
Dr Sunil Agarwal, the 58year-old government doctor,
was infected in the line of
duty. His corona test report
came negative for the second
consecutive time on Saturday,
hours before he passed away.
Dr D. Himanshu, in-charge
infectious disease unit, King
George's Medical University
(KGMU), said, "He was diabetic and suffering from acute
respiratory syndrome. He was
on ventilator throughout the
treatment and given antiviral
and symptomatic treatment.
Since he was critical, we tried
plasma therapy on him, after
which the condition of his
lungs improved and heart functioning was better. However,
five days ago, he developed UTI
that was not related to Corona.
The dialysis was done twice,
but infection aggravated and he
died due to kidney failure."
The doctor's wife, who was
also being treated for coronavirus, was declared recovered
and discharged after her two
consecutive tests came negative. She was in the isolation
ward adjacent to the ICU

0bZTSPQ^dccWTbdRRTbb^U
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where husband was being treated. Their son is a MBBS final
year student in KGMU.
Asked about the success of
plasma therapy, Dr Himanshu
said though patients showed
positive signs after plasma
therapy, nothing conclusive
could be said at the moment.
He said that clinical trials of the
therapy will continue on other
patients to reach a conclusion.
Dr Sunil Agarwal was an
anesthetist, posted in Orai in
Jalaun district. He was a part of
the Covid-19 team deployed in
the Jalaun Medical College.
Chief Medical Officer
Jalaun, Dr Alpana Bartariya
said, "He was the first Corona
case in the district and we still
do not know how he got infected."Family members said Dr
Agarwal had fever for eight
days and difficulty in breathing
since April 16. He came to
Lucknow along with his wife in
an ambulance on April 24.
Test reports of couple confirmed
corona
on
April 25.
IANS
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Lucknow: The Yogi Adityanath
Government in Uttar Pradesh has
decided to provide employment to
90 lakh people in Micro, Small and
Medium enterprises (MSME).
At a meeting with officials in
Lucknow, the UP Chief Minister
said: "It is our commitment to bring
back the glory of MSME sector. The
present crisis due to coronavirus has
given us an opportunity. We are taking it as a challenge to turn Uttar
Pradesh into the hub of MSME sector. Banks will give loans to every
willing entrepreneur on generous
terms. This sector will provide at
least 90 lakh job opportunities."
At present there are 90 lakh
MSMEs units in the state. The CM
said rules for all types of NOCs will
be relaxed along with the environmental clearances for new units. For
transparency, all certificates will be
available in a single-window system,
Adityanath said.

Uttar Pradesh has a rich history of micro, small and medium
industries. The specific product of
every district (one product in each
district) is proof of this, he said.
Yogi said, "Entrepreneurs who
set up units in this sector will be able
to apply and get NOCs quickly.
Online applications will be invited
for loans from banks. Loans fairs will
be organised between May 12 and
May 15 in each district. Banks have
been directed to provide loans on
easy terms."
The Chief Minister said the
officials should motivate more entrepreneurs to set up units in the state.
"Prepare a detailed action plan as
soon as possible. Despite the recession, this sector has contributed significantly to the growth of per capita income of the State in the last three
years. We will further increase the
income through this," he
said.
IANS
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Lucknow: A man was found dead in one of the Shramik Special trains coming to Lucknow from Gujarat, late on Saturday evening, police said.
He was rushed to the hospital where he was declared brought dead.
Superintendent of Police (SP), Railways, Saumitra Yadav said the train had
arrived
from
Dhola
in
Bhavnagar
district
of
Gujarat. The SP said, "None of the passengers informed us of the man being
sick. When the train reached Lucknow, the police noticed a man lying lifeless and rushed him to the Balarampur hospital where he was declared
brought dead." The deceased has been identified as Kanhaiya, 30, resident
of the Sitapur district.
The SP said that since all the co-passengers had left the train when the
police found the man, no details about his illness could be ascertained from
them.
IANS
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gra Central jail's inmate 60year-old Virendra's death due to
A
Covid-19 on Saturday, has alarmed
other inmates and the jail administration, which has taken a series of
steps to halt the spread of the infection.
Jail authorities have quarantined
14 other inmates of his ward and 16
wardens. DIG Lav Kumar has twice
visited the jail to review the conditions and the facilities available in the
jail premises. Other prisoners are said
to be panic-stricken and have
demanded testing. Against a capacity of around 1,500, the jail is overcrowded with 1,943 inmates.
The deceased Virendra, serving
life sentence, had been shifted to
Agra from Jhansi in December 2019.
He was admitted to the SN Medical
College on May 3, after a brain stroke
due to high blood pressure. His
report on May 6, confirmed he was
Covid-19 positive.
Questions doing round here
raise an accusing finger at the jail
management. When meetings
"mulaakaat" had been discontinued
with the prisoners, of relatives and
outsiders, how did Virendra get
infected. Possibly he caught the
infection in the hospital, but that is
discounted as his stay was very
short.
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amil Nadu Government’s decision to
relax lockdown regulations from
T
Monday morning suffered a setback as
the State registered 669 new cases of
coronavirus positive patients on Sunday.
The addition of the 669 new entrants to
the pandemic table took the number of
persons tested positive in the State to
7,204. The last nine days saw the number of covid-19 patients in the State
going up from 2526 (May 1) to 7,204,
an increase of 4,678.
A medial bulletin issued by the
Tamil Nadu Government on Sunday
said the the number of fatalities rose to
47 as three more persons succumbed to
the pandemic. Chennai with 509 coronavirus cases led the tally on Sunday and
the number of patients in the metropolis went up to 3,839, the highest in the
State.
But what is of concern to community health specialists in Chennai and
the remaining parts of the State is the
move by the Government to relax the
lockdown restrictions and allow the
opening of business and commercial
establishments all over barring the
containment regions.
The Koyambedu Fruits and
Vegetable Market, spread across an area
of 65 acres has been shut down and all
the shops were shifted to Thirumazhisai
outside the Greater Chennai Municipal
Corporation. Only wholesale traders
would be allowed to operate from the
new premises, according to the
Government release.
Dr K Kolandaswamy, former director of public health and preventive medicine, Government of Tamil nadu who

is working as an advisor to the State
Governmet, told The Pioneer that there
was no need to panic over the increasing numbers. “This is bound to happen
and we are seeing is the impact of our
carelessness towards hygiene and sanitation in the past. You can see that villages where people observed cleanliness
and sanitation are absolutely free of this
pandemic. The increase in the number
of coronavirus cases will continue for
some more time but what we need is
courage and the flexibility to observe the
restrictions,” said Dr Kolandaswamy.
The Tamil Nadu Government as
part of its efforts to fight the pandemic and revive the ailing economy has set
up a 24-member committee of experts
headed by former Reserve Bank of India
Governor C Rangarajan to assess the
immediate and medium term impact of
the covid-19 pandemic on the State’s
economy. The 88-year-old economist
and his colleagues in the committee has
been asked by chief minister Edappadi
Palaniswamy to suggest means to
improve the tax-GSDP (Gross State
Domestic Product) ratio, diversifying
revenue sources and re-prioritizing
expenditure. Tamil Nadu Government
is strategizing ways and means to woo
the US and European companies who
are quitting China to set up manufacturing plants in the State.

physicist based in Kerala’s
Kayamkulam has brought
A
to life the age-old adage

.HUDODUHSRUWVVHYHQ
QHZFRURQDYLUXVFDVHV

‘Necessity is the Mother of
Invention’. Rest and recuperation are two words which are
alien to Dr M G Gireeshan, a
PhD in electronics who works
as the vice-principal of
Perumbavoor’s Jai Bharat
College. There are more than
200 technology driven innovations and inventions, many
with patents, to his credit.
Some of his inventions include
the technology to prevent video
piracy and the automatic system to guard un-manned level
crossings at railway tracks.
Though the national lockdown due to coronavirus pandemic forced Gireeshan to stay
at home, 200 km away from his
workplace, he did not sit idle.
In addition to extending help
to his father P M Gopala
Menon, a well known tantric
scholar in the State, during his
pujas, Dr.Gireeshan immersed
himself in finding out a technology to beat the coronavirus

vation in the State as on
Sunday. Out of this, 26,350
were under house observation
while the rests have been hospitalized.
The Vande Bharat Air
India flight which was to bring
back 181 expatriates from
Doha was cancelled in the last
minute. The flight was expected
to
land
in
Thiruvananthapuram airport at
10 pm but the onward flight to
Doha was not given permission
by the Qatar Interior Ministry
to land in that country, according to Gopalakrishnan, district
c o l l e c t o r ,
Thiruvananathapuram.
“We do not know the reasons for denial of permission
for the Air India flight by the
authorities in Qatar. But the
passengers who had booked
their tickets in this flight would
be brought back on Tuesday,”
said Gopalakrishnan. Besides
passengers from the southern
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erala’s seesaw battle with
K
coronavirus saw the pandemic getting an upperhand on

using the medium of electronics. The end result is a pathbreaking instrument, which
may send chill down the spine
of law breakers.
There were many instances
of persons ordered to undergo
quarantine and isolation escaping from the isolation wards
hoodwinking the health staff as
well as police men guarding
them. Many who were sent
home for quarantining too
made use of the first available
opportunity to come out of the
isolation rooms much to the
horror of the health officials

and the local population.
This may soon come to an
end if the technology developed by Gireeshan is put into
use. Gireeshan used a a combination metalcraft and electronics to develop a fool-proof
Safety Handcuff in the form of
a bracelet which could be worn
by the person who has been
asked to undergo quarantine or
isolation.
If the person tries to unlock
or remove the bracelet in his
bid to escape from the quarantine room, an alarm bell
will ring in the neighbouring

houses. “This has been done
taking into account the habit of
Keralaites everywhere. Our
best security guards are our
neighbours who keep watchful
eyes and ears to monitor any
movements in our house. The
small alarm system, as simple
as a calling bell, could be
installed in the neighbouring
houses and once the alarm is
sounded the neighbours can
alert the relations of the patient
as well as the local police station. It is a wireless system,”
Gireeshan told The Pioneer.
Please don’t be under the
impression that the uniqueness
of the invention is over. “It is
possible for the policemen in
the control room to detect any
attempts by the quarantined

person to remove the bracelet
or to escape from the quarantine room.
The TV screen installed in
the control room or the mobile
phone number attached to the
control room would alert the
policemen on duty about the
intention of the person,” said
Giresshan.
He said that he incurred an
expense of Rs 4,000 to develop
the Safety Handcuff. Since
medical experts, especially
community medicine doctors
are of the view that the Covid19 pandemic would be around
for some more time, mass scale
production of Safety Handcuffs
is sure to being down the
prices. Any takers for Safety
Handcuffs?

Sunday as seven persons tested positive for the pandemic.
The new cases of covid-19
were reported from the districts
of Wynadu (3), Thrissur (2) ,
Ernakulam and Malappuram
(one each). K K Shylaja, Kerala
Minister for Health, told a TV
channel later in the evening
that three of the seven fresh
cases were from the expatriates
who reached the State on
Thursday.
The details of the status of
covid cases in the State was disclosed through a press release
by the Kerala Government as
the daily media briefing by
chief minister Pinarayi Vijayan
was called off in the last
minute.
The release stated that 26,
712 persons are under obser-
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ndhra Pradesh's see-saw battle
with Covid-19 saw the weekend
A
close with 50 new cases on Sunday.
The death toll further increased with
one more death reported from the
Kurnool district. Andhra Pradesh's
nodal officer reported that the cumulative tally of Covid-19 cases in the
state touched 1,980 by Sunday morning.
Of the 8,666 samples tested, 50
positive cases were detected in the 24
hours ending 10 a.m., Sunday.
Chittoor district reported 16 cases —

persons discharged from hospitals
after they were declared totally cured
of Covid-19. With this, the number of
cured in the state stands at 925 people. Consequently, there are 1,010
active cases in Andhra Pradesh as of
Sunday. On Saturday, the state's active
cases tally had dipped below the
1,000-mark and with only 43 cases
detected, Andhra Pradesh had reported it's lowest daily tally of Covid-19
cases in weeks.
Kurnool district's cumulative tally
tops the state list at 553, followed by
Guntur and Krishna districts with 376
and 338 cases respectively. Seven of

the highest numbers in AP, followed
by Kurnool with 13 new cases. Six
cases were detected in the Guntur district and five cases each were reported from Anantapur and Nellore districts respectively. The Prakasam district had only two cases in the past 24
hours while Kadapa, Krishna, and
Visakhapatnam districts registered
one case each. No new cases were
reported from four of the state's 13
districts.
Meanwhile, the death toll
increased to 45, following the death
of one person in the Kurnool district.
The preceding 24 hours also saw 38

the state's 13 districts did not report
any new cases in the last 24 hours.
The State's top Covid-19hotspots
of the Kurnool district continued to
top the cumulative tally charts, with
566 cases detected here till date.
Guntur's tally stands at 382,
Krishna district has 339 cases and
Anantapur has 107 case.
Chittoor with 112 cases and
Nellore with 101 cases are the latest
to cross the 100-mark in terms of
cumulative numbers. With the latest
updates, six of the 13 districts have
crossed
the
100-mark.
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Bengaluru: A 56-year-old woman succumbed to Covid-19 here, even as people with travel history to north India
spiked coronavirus cases in Karnataka,
raising the tally to 848 with 54 new cases,
highest single-day rise, according to an
official on Sunday.
"Positive case number 846, a resident
of Bengaluru Urban, died on Thursday.
She was confirmed Covid-19 positive on
Saturday," said a health official. The
woman, who died in a private hospital,
had symptoms of Severe Acute
Respiratory Infection (SARI).
This is Karnataka's 31st Covid-19
death and Bengaluru Urban's seventh.
Meanwhile, in the past 24 hours,
Covid-19 cases spiked in Karnataka, with
several people from Bagalkote, Belagavi
and Shivamogga testing positive after
visiting Ahmedabad in Gujarat and
Ajmer in Rajasthan.
Gujarat has been badly hit by coronavirus and is second to Maharashtra in
the number of cases. "As of 5 p.m.
Sunday, cumulatively 848 Covid positive
cases have been confirmed in the state.
These include 31 deaths," said the official. On Sunday, 36 people were dis-

charged -- Kalaburagi (13),
Chikkaballapura (4), Vijayapura (8),
Belagavi, Gadag and Bagalkoe, 3 each
and Myusuru and others, 1 each.
Among the 394 active cases, 388 are
isolated at designated hospitals and are
stable, except six in the ICU.
Thirty-two of the new cases are men
while 22 are women, including 15 below
20. There were also seven children
below 10 years of age.
Of the 53 new cases, Belagavi contributed 22, Shivamogga and Bagalkote,
8 each, Bhatkal in Uttara Kannada, 7,
Kalaburagi, 4, Bengaluru Urban, 3 each,
Chintamani in Chikkaballapura and
Davangere, 1 each.
All eight men from Shivamogga had
a travel history to Ahmedabad, seven of
whom are from Shikaripura, hometown
of Chief Minister B.S. Yediyurappa.
Until Saturday, Shivamogga was a
green zone without a case, but eight new
cases in the past 24 hours made it an
orange zone overnight. Shivamogga is
312 km northwest of Bengaluru. All
Belagavi and Bagalkote cases had a travel history to Ajmer. All Bhatkal cases
were contacts of earlier cases.
IANS
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ith the ruling Congress deciding one of its candidate from
W
the fray of the Maharashtra
Legislative Council polls scheduled
for May 21, Maharashtra Chief
Minister and Shiv Sena president
Uddhav Thackeray is likely to get
elected unopposed to the Upper
House of the State Legislature along
with eight other candidates in the
fray.
A day after its state unit
Balasaheb Thorat announced that the
party would field two candidates
–Rajesh Godirao Rathod and
Rajeshkisho alias Papa Modi – for the
May 21 Council polls, the Congress
announced its decision to withdraw
one of the two candidates from the
poll fray.
Since there are now nine candidates for as many seat in the State
Council for which the biennial elections are slated for May 21, the election of Uddhav and eight other candidates in the fray has become a foregone conclusion now.
Though Thorat was insistent on

contesting two seats instead of one
seat as he did not want to give one
extra seat to the BJP, the Congress
high command directed him to field
only candidate to ensure that Uddhav
is elected unopposed in the elections.
The Congress high command
did not want unnecessary complications which would have arisen in the
event of an election for nine seats
from among the ten candidates. If
there was an election, there was a possibility of cross-voting which was not
in the interest of the Shiv Sena-led
Maha Vikas Aghadi in the state.
“Elections to nine Maharashtra
Council seats will happen unopposed.
Keeping in mind ongoing
Coronavirus crisis and the candidature of Uddhav Thackeray in the elections, the Congress has withdrawn
one of its candidates. We are grateful to State Congress president
Balasaheb Thorat and senior
Congress leader Ashok Chavan,”
Shiv Sena spokesperson Sanjay Raut
tweeted in the evening.
Uddhav, who was sworn in as the
chief minister on November 28 last
year, is not a member of either of the

Houses of the State Legislature. As
provided under the Constitution,
Uddhav will in the normal course
have to get elected to either of the
Houses on or before May 27, the sixmonth deadline for his becoming a
member of either of the Houses.
The biennial elections to the State
Legislative Council have been necessitated by the retirement on April 24
of nine members -- comprising four
from the NCP, three from the BJP
and one each from the Shiv Sena and
Congress.
Each party needs 29 votes to
ensure its candidates elected to the
Upper House of the State Asssembly.
The BJP is the biggest gainer
because of the Congress’ decision to
pull out one of its candidates from the
fray.
Though it has a strength of 105
in the 288-member State Assembly as
against 116 votes needed for winning
four seats, the BJP had gone ahead
and fielded four candidates. They are:
Praveen Dhatke, Ranjitsinh MohitePatiol, Dr Ajit Gopchade and
Gopichand Paralkar as its candidates
for the State Council polls.

districts of Kerala, many persons hailing from Tamil Nadu,
Karnataka and Maharashtra
had booked their tickets in this
flight.
Though the specially
trained pilots and cabin crew
for the flight had boarded the
aircraft at Kozhikode airport by
Sunday noon, they were called
back as the authorities in Qatar
denied permission to the aircraft to land in Doha.
Notwithstanding setbacks
like the return of coronavirus
and the cancellation of the
flight from Doha on Sunday,
the State administration is
going ahead with preparations
to receive and take care of all
the expatriates who are coming
back.
Many private college
buildings have been converted
into temporary quarantine stations by modernizing and sanitizing them to receive the
West Asian returnees.
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fter successfully containing
the spread of coronavirus
A
at least in Jammu division, the
Jammu
&
Kashmir
Government is fully geared up
to receive stranded passengers
via train services at Udhampur
railway station from Monday.
Elaborate arrangements for
screening and sampling have
been made by the government
authorities to ensure smooth
disbursal of passengers heading
to different destinations.
Meanwhile, 26 new positive cases, three from Jammu
division and 23 from Kashmir
division were detected on
Sunday taking the final tally in
Jammu & Kashmir to 862. Out
of five districts of Kashmir valley, Anantnag district alone
accounted for 119 active
cases.
According to the daily
Media Bulletin on novel coronavirus (Covid-19), out of 861
positive cases, 469 are Active
Positive, 383 have recovered
and 09 have died. One more
patient,admitted in the GMC
hospital tested positive late
evening in Jammu. A close
door neighbour of a family
from Gurah Bakshi Nagar area
also tested positive in Jammu.
Meanwhile, health audit of
Jammu district has been completed and a total number of
14.4 lac residents were surveyed by the different health
department teams. A total
number of 600 samples were
collected and four members of
a family including their driver
was tested positive. Large
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number of Rohingyas, screened
during the health audit across
different temporary camps in
Jammu also tested negative
during the survey,official
sources said,
Moreover, 15 more Covid19 patients have recovered and
discharged from various hospitals of Kashmir Division, the
bulletin said.
District Development
Commissioner, Dr Piyush
Singla Sunday said, they have
made all arrangements to
receive the people of J&K who
are stranded outside and are
being brought back to home
through special trains and to be
de-boarded at railway station
Udhampur.
The DDC informed that
magistrates along with other
staff members have been
deployed to receive these passengers at the platform.
Besides, the district administration has made a specially
designed app for registration of
passengers. Data entry operators have been deployed to
guide the passengers about
process of online registration
on App. The Nodal officer at
control room will get the real
time data for data base management, which will facilitate
the allocation of buses for
onward journey of these people to their home towns immediately.
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7KHUHLVVRPHPHULWLQVXJJHVWLRQVE\H[6&MXGJHRQ
URWDWLRQDOORFNGRZQVLQ6WDWHVWRPDLQWDLQJUHHQQRUPV
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VZHHQMR\FOHDQEOXHVNLHVDQGELUG
VRQJIURPWKHFRQILQHVRIRXUKRPHV
DIRUPHU6XSUHPH&RXUWMXGJHKDVVXJ
JHVWHGWKDWZHQRWIULWWHUDZD\WKHHQYLURQ
PHQWDODGYDQWDJHZHKDYHJDLQHGGXULQJWKH
GD\ORQJ VKXWGRZQ -XVWLFH 'HHSDN
*XSWDKDVUHFRPPHQGHGWKDWZHUHGXFHWUDI
ILFDQGLQGXVWULDOHIIOXHQWVDQGLPSRVHD
GD\ORFNGRZQLQGLIIHUHQWSDUWVRIWKHFRXQ
WU\RQDURWDWLRQDOEDVLVHDFK\HDUDVWKLVZLOO
OHDGWRFOHDQHUDLUDQGZDWHU$QGKHOSXVPHHW
HQYLURQPHQWFRQVHUYDWLRQEHQFKPDUNVWKDW
ZHKDYHEHHQGLOO\GDOO\LQJRQ2UZRUNLQJRQLQDUDWKHUSLHFHPHDOPDQQHU
-XVWLFH*XSWDZDVRQWKHJUHHQEHQFKRIWKHDSH[FRXUWIRUWKUHH\HDUVEHIRUH
KHUHWLUHGRQ0D\$QGKHPLQFHGQRZRUGVVD\LQJWKDWZKLOHLQVRPHFDVHV
WKH (QYLURQPHQW 0LQLVWU\ ZDV SURDFWLYH LQ LPSOHPHQWLQJ WKH RUGHUV RI WKH
6XSUHPH&RXUWZKHQWKHUHZHUHFODVKHVSHUWDLQLQJWRELJLQGXVWULHVDQGLVVXHV
RIHQYLURQPHQWDOFOHDUDQFHVDQGSHUPLVVLRQVWKHUHZDVD´ODFNRIZLOOLQJ
QHVVRQWKHLUSDUWWRLPSOHPHQWRXURUGHUµHVSHFLDOO\ZKHQ´WKHJRYHUQPHQWV
ZDQWELJLQGXVWULDOXQLWVWREHVHWXSLQDSDUWLFXODUUHJLRQµ$WOHDVW&29,'
KDVRSHQHGXVXSWRWKHSRVVLELOLW\RIQXUWXULQJRXUHQYLURQPHQWZKLOHQRW
FRPSURPLVLQJGHYHORSPHQW,QGHHGWKHSDQGHPLFDFKLHYHGLQOHVVWKDQDPRQWK
ZKDWWKH6XSUHPH&RXUWFRXOGQRWGRLQWKHODVW\HDUV5HSRUWVE\WKH
(XURSHDQ6SDFH$JHQF\UHYHDOWKDWE\HDUO\)HEUXDU\OHYHOVRIDLUSROOXWLRQ
FDXVLQJQLWURJHQGLR[LGH 12 RYHUFLWLHVDQGLQGXVWULDODUHDVLQ$VLDDQG(XURSH
ZHUHSHUFHQWORZHUWKDQLQWKHVDPHSHULRGODVW\HDU1$6$PHDVXUHGD
VWHHSGURSLQ&KLQD·V12HPLVVLRQVDQGVDLGWKH12SROOXWLRQRYHU1HZ
<RUNDQGRWKHUPDMRUPHWURSROLWDQDUHDVLQQRUWKHDVWHUQ86$ZDVSHUFHQW
ORZHU,QWKH8.WRR12SROOXWLRQLQVRPHFLWLHVIHOOE\DVPXFKDVSHU
FHQW,QGLDVDZVLPLODUDGYDQWDJHV$IHZZHHNVLQWRWKHORFNGRZQFLWLHVOLNH
'HOKL%HQJDOXUX.RONDWDDQG/XFNQRZVDZWKHLUDYHUDJH$LU4XDOLW\,QGH[ $4,
VWD\LQJEHORZ,QIDFWLQWKHILUVWZHHNRI$SULOWKHUHZHUHUHSRUWVRIUHV
LGHQWVRI-DODQGKDU3XQMDEEHLQJDEOHWRVHHWKH'KDXODGKDUPRXQWDLQUDQJH
QHDUO\  NLORPHWUHV DZD\ DIWHU GHFDGHV %\ WKH HQG RI $SULO SHRSOH LQ
6DKDUDQSXU8WWDU3UDGHVKFRXOGVHHWKHVQRZFDSSHGSHDNVRIWKH+LPDOD\DV
IURPWKHLUURRIWRSV7KH*DQJDDQGWKH<DPXQDULYHUVKDYHDOVREHQHILWWHG
DQGDFFRUGLQJWRWKH&HQWUDO3ROOXWLRQ&RQWURO%RDUGWKHDYHUDJHZDWHUTXDO
LW\RISRLQWVRIWKH*DQJDLVQRZVXLWDEOHIRUEDWKLQJDQGSURSDJDWLRQRI
ZLOGOLIHDQGILVKHULHV
6RDVZHEHJLQHDVLQJRXUOLYHVSRVWSDQGHPLFZHKDYHWRHQVXUHWKDW
ZHGRQ·WORVHWKHVHHQYLURQPHQWDOJDLQV1RWMXVWEHFDXVHRIWKHFOLPDWHFKDQJH
RUSROOXWLRQFULVLVEXWEHFDXVHFOHDQDLULVRXUDOO\LQILJKWLQJWKH&RURQDYLUXV
3ROOXWLRQKHOSVYLUXVHVGRWKHLUMREEHWWHUDVWKHGLUW\DLUGDPDJHVRXUUHVSL
UDWRU\V\VWHPVDQGPDNHVXVPRUHVXVFHSWLEOH6RZKHWKHU,QGLD,QFOLNHV
LWRUQRWLQRUGHUWRUHGXFHWKHVSUHDGRIHSLGHPLFVLQWKHIXWXUHFXWWLQJGRZQ
DLUSROOXWLRQQRZZLOOEHDNH\FRQGLWLRQDOLW\6RDV,QGLDWULHVWRJHWEDFNRQ
LWVIHHWHFRQRPLFDOO\EHWWHULPSOHPHQWDWLRQRIWKHHQYLURQPHQWDOWUDQVSRUWDQG
LQGXVWU\UHJXODWLRQVZLOOKDYHWREHDSULRULW\WRHDVHWKHGHWULPHQWDOLPSDFWV
RIKXPDQDFWLYLW\RQWKHHQYLURQPHQW7KHORFNGRZQKDVVKRZHGXVDZD\
RIZRUNDURXQGV2UWKHSRVVLELOLWLHVWKDWZHZRXOGQ·WZDQWWRFRQWHPSODWHRWK
HUZLVH6XVWDLQDEOHGHYHORSPHQWLVWKHRQO\ZD\IRUZDUGEHFDXVHLIZHGRQ·W
UHVSHFWQDWXUHZHKDYHWREHUHDG\WREHDUWKHFRQVHTXHQFHVZKHQLWVWULNHV
EDFN$VZHDUHH[SHULHQFLQJLWFDQEHILHUFHO\EUXWDO

D`^Vh`c\VcdcVefc_

:HESRUWDOVE\3XQMDEDQG+DU\DQD*RYHUQPHQWVOLVWLQJ
MREDQGSURMHFWVLWHVDUHKHOSLQJUHYHUVHWKHPLJUDQWH[RGXV

$

PLGWKHGRRPDQGJORRPRIUHYHUVH
PLJUDWLRQDQGKHDUWEUHDNLQJVWRULHVRI
WKHORQJPDUFKKRPHWKHUHKDVEHHQ
VRPHKRSH$VPLJUDQWZRUNHUVKHDGEDFN
WRWKHLUYLOODJHVDERXWODNKIURP%LKDU
DQG 8WWDU 3UDGHVK KDYH DSSOLHG RQ D
+DU\DQDJRYHUQPHQWZHESRUWDOWRUHWXUQWR
WKH6WDWHWRZRUNDWSODQWVDQGXQLWVORFDW
HGLQ*XUJDRQ)DULGDEDG3DQLSDW6RQLSDW
-KDMMDU <DPXQDQDJDU DQG 5HZDUL $QG
HQFRXUDJHGE\WKHUHVSRQVHWKH+DU\DQD
*RYHUQPHQW LV HYHQ SODQQLQJ WR PDNH
DUUDQJHPHQWVWREULQJWKHPEDFN(YHQQHLJKERXULQJ3XQMDEKDVWDNHQWKH
OHDGLQUHJLVWHULQJWKHPLJUDQWVUHVLGLQJZLWKLQWKH6WDWHRQDSRUWDOUHDFK
LQJRXWWRWKHPDQGIDFLOLWDWLQJWKHLUUHWXUQWRWKHLUKRPH6WDWHVVKRXOGWKH\
ZDQWWRRUPRYLQJWKHPWRMREVLWHVVKRXOGWKH\GHFLGHWRVWD\EDFN,WLV
WUXHWKDWWKHPLJUDQWVPRYLQJEDFNKRPHDUHMXVWPDNLQJWKHOHVVHUKRSH
OHVVFKRLFH+DYLQJORVWWKHLUMREVGDLO\ZDJHVDQGWKHLUVKDFNVRYHUQLJKW
WKH\FKRVHWRJREDFNKRPHDQGUHO\RQWKHVXEVLVWHQFHHFRQRP\WKHUH7KH\
KRSHGWRJHWE\ZLWKWKH*RYHUQPHQWLQFUHDVLQJUDWLRQVDQGVRPHJRYHUQ
PHQWSURMHFWZRUNDWWKHORFDOOHYHO%XWDWOHDVWWKH\ZRXOGEHVDIHIURPWKH
´ELJFLW\µYLUXVQRWKDYHWRVWD\DWWKHFUDPSHGHQFDPSPHQWVRUEHORRNHG
DWZLWKVXVSLFLRQDVYLUXVFDUULHUV,QIDFW+DU\DQD·VUHODWLYHO\ORZHU&RURQDYLUXV
QXPEHUVDUHDPDMRUIDFWRULQWKHZRUNHUVVHHNLQJWRUHWXUQ7LOO)ULGD\+DU\DQD
KDGSRVLWLYHFDVHVLQFOXGLQJ,WDOLDQQDWLRQDOVDQGHLJKWGHDWKV7KLV
KDVDOVRKHOSHGWKH6WDWHRSHQXSEXVLQHVVHVIDVWHU,QIDFWVRPHPLJUDQWV
KDGDOUHDG\OHIWWKH6WDWHEHIRUHWKHORFNGRZQDQGQRWKDYLQJIRXQGVXLWDEOH
UHKDELOLWDWLRQRUMRERSSRUWXQLWLHVEDFNKRPHDUHQRZNHHQWRUHWXUQ%HVLGHV
VRPHRIWKHUHWXUQHHVEHFDXVHWKH\KDYHPRYHGDFURVV6WDWHVKLWE\WKH
YLUXVKDYHQRWEHHQDEOHWRUHVXPHWKHLUOLYHVDWWKHLUKRPHVDVWKH\KDYH
EHHQTXDUDQWLQHGDQGDUHEHLQJPRQLWRUHGWRVHHLIWKH\ZHUHDV\PSWRPDWLF
FDUULHUV7KHORQJFOHDUDQFHVDUHFRVWLQJWKHPLPSRUWDQWPDQGD\VDWZRUN
%RWK3XQMDEDQG+DU\DQDKDYHODXQFKHGWKHPLJUDQWZHESRUWDOVRRQ
HQRXJKDQGWKHUHVSRQVHVWKHUHDUHUHDVRQHQRXJKZK\WKHUHVKRXOGEHLQWHU
VWDWHFRRUGLQDWLRQRQPRXQWLQJDQDWLRQDOPLJUDQWGDWDEDVHDORQJZLWKODERXU
HUV·ORFDWLRQKHDOWKVWDWXVDQGVNLOOVHWV7KLVZRXOGQRWRQO\KHOSWKHPILQG
MREVLWHVEXWDOVRFRRUGLQDWHWKHLUMRXUQH\EDFNKRPHVKRXOGWKH\VRGHVLUH
$V,QGLDRSHQVXSLQSKDVHVSRVWORFNGRZQZRUNIRUFHFRRUGLQDWLRQZRXOG
KDYHWRUHO\KHDYLO\RQGDWDDQDO\WLFVDQGGLJLWDOSODWIRUPVWKDWVKRXOGEHDGRSW
HGE\ERWKWKH&HQWUHDQG6WDWHJRYHUQPHQWV7LOO0D\ZKLOHODNKODERXU
HUVKDGDSSOLHGWRUHWXUQWR+DU\DQDODNKZDQWHGWROHDYH7KUHHIRXUWKV
RIWKRVHZKRZDQWWRFRPHEDFN SHUFHQW DUHIURP%LKDUDQG8WWDU
3UDGHVKZKLOHSHUFHQWRIWKRVHVHHNLQJWROHDYHEHORQJWRWKHWZR
VWDWHV6RFRUUHVSRQGLQJ6WDWHVVKRXOGDOVRV\QHUJLVHPDSSLQJ%HVLGHV6WDWH
*RYHUQPHQWVVKRXOGDOVRSODQPDNHVKLIWVKHOWHUVDWVRPHZRUNVLWHVDQGKROG
FRXQVHOOLQJVHVVLRQVIRUODERXUHUVEHIRUHWKH\PDNHDUDVKGHFLVLRQ,QGLD
QHHGVLWVLQWHUFLW\PLJUDQWVWRUHEXLOGWKHHFRQRP\ZKLFKLVVXIIHULQJDFKURQ
LFVKRUWDJHRIODERXUEXWLWQHHGVWRPDNHWKHPIHHOYDOXHG
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$GDQJHURXVIODVKSRLQW
D][TbbcWTDBPS\X]XbcaPcX^]STeT[^_bP_[P]fXcWcWTQPRZX]V^UR[PX\P]cR^d]caXTbc^]^a\P[XbT
cWTbXcdPcX^]X]cWTB^dcW2WX]PBTP2WX]PfX[[R^]cX]dTc^bcaT]VcWT]XcbVaX_X]cWTaTVX^]

CE=9D970
t a time when the entire world
is grappling with the
Coronavirus pandemic, China
has ramped up its aggressive
expansionism in the South
China Sea, raising concern not only among
its smaller neighbours but in India as well.
A slew of decisions taken in recent times,
like the establishment of two new districts
of Xisha and Nansha to administer the contested Spratly and Paracel island chains, the
naming of 80 islands and other geographical features in the South China Sea and
some other immediate developments are all
aimed to further consolidate claim and physical control over disputed areas. Experts see
this as an attempt to impose Chinese
domestic law. This, despite the protests from
other claimants.
Certainly, with its rise as a military and
economic power, China aims to establish full
control over the waters of the South China
Sea, reversing its commitment to peacefully resolve dispute in this area with other
claimant countries, including Taiwan,
Vietnam, Malaysia, Philippines and Brunei.
The Xi Jinping Government has already
extensively militarised the South China Sea.
There has been increased patrolling by the
Chinese Coast Guard and Navy forces, several man-made islands have been developed
and anti-ship cruise missiles, anti-aircraft
batteries and missile defences have been
deployed.
But to assume that China’s rise as a military and economic power alone enabled it
to navigate an assertive action plan in the
South China Sea would be wrong. Other factors have pushed the region to the current
flashpoint. One that has given a boost to
China’s sinister move to make this region its
exclusive zone is the complete absence of an
effective and collective response from other
claimant countries.
Not once did the Association of
Southeast Asian Countries (Asean) issue a
strong warning to China for trying to unilaterally alter the geographical dynamics of
the South China Sea. Differences among the
Asean members have always been persistent
on containing the rise of China. More to the
point, since Asean works on the basis of consensus, China has been successful in creating a divide among its member countries on
the issue of the South China Sea by providing financial support to some.
Recall how Asean behaved as a dead
institution when in 2016, China completely disregarded a verdict of the international tribunal, which concluded that there was
no legal basis for it to claim historic rights
to resources within the sea areas falling within the “nine-dash line” and accepted the
claims of the Philippines. This regional
grouping’s record is also dismal as far as the
development of a code of conduct with
China is concerned. Consider the
Philippines’s act. Instead of aggressively
making efforts to issue the implementation

A

of the 2016 decision of the
international tribunal against
China, it decided to compromise with Beijing, with the
intent to attract huge financial
assistance. At the same time,
institutions of global governance, too, failed in forcing
China to behave as a normal
and responsible State.
The US’ incoherent policy
is no less responsible for the
current impasse in the region.
Both former US President
Barack Obama and the current
one, Donald Trump, failed to
develop a comprehensive policy to address the crisis in the
South China Sea. Thus, while
Obama’s half-hearted policy
of Pivot to Asia could not stop
China from developing several artificial islands, Trump’s
trade war with China has consumed four years.
Consequently, his vision of
promoting a free and open
Indo-Pacific is still at the nascent
stage. True, the Trump administration made efforts to boost
Taiwan’s military power, with
the US Navy conducting more
freedom of navigation operations in the South China Sea
than in the past. But these isolated efforts can hardly produce
an effective deterrence against
China.
This is amply clear from the
fact that the Xi Jinping
Government has consolidated
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its control over the strategic
locations between the Indian
and Pacific Oceans through
which one-third of the global
maritime trade passes every
year. Beijing has purposefully
followed the policy of not allowing other regional littoral countries to have free movement in
the South China Sea to secure
full access to huge oil and gas
reservoirs in the region. It is also
threatening outsider countries,
including the US, to not enter
the South China Sea. What is
more, China is doing all these
things with complete impunity.
Interestingly, the last few
months have witnessed a
remarkable change in the South
China Sea region in the sense
that a few countries —
Vietnam, Indonesia, Malaysia
and the Philippines — have
become much more critical
about Chinese activities in the
region than ever before. In
early April, a Chinese Coast
Guard vessel reportedly sank a
Vietnamese fishing boat off the
Paracel Islands in the South
China Sea and in a rare display
of bilateral solidarity, Manila
supported Hanoi in its protest
to Beijing.
In mid-April, a Chinese
survey ship, Haiyang Dizhi 8,
with Coast Guard and maritime militia escorts, moved
into a region in the South
China Sea — proximate to

Malaysia — to disrupt a gas
drilling operation by a
Malaysian oil company, leading
to a protest by Kuala Lumpur.
Undoubtedly, while the
recent collective move by these
claimant countries to push
China on the South China
issue is encouraging, it is equally true that unless the US
administration develops a clear
plan with the backing of other
claimant countries to normalise
the situation in the South
China Sea, China will continue to strengthen its grip over
the region.
While Taiwan has indeed
taken a pragmatic approach to
deal with the current situation
by appealing to all parties to
resolve the dispute with peaceful means, the Tsai Government
also needs to explore all options
to protect itself from China’s
aggression, especially when
Beijing’s increased involvement
in the South China Sea has
already posed a serious concern
for Taiwan.
India is unlikely to be
immune from China’s belligerence. Take the case of Huawei
5G competition as an example.
It is, thus, imperative for the
Narendra Modi Government to
cooperate with others to push
back Chinese tactics.
(The writer is ICSSR postdoctoral fellow, Pondicherry
University)
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Sir — The Supreme Court’s
refusal to stay the sale of liquor
is disappointing. Even during
the initial days of the lockdown,
when strict restrictions were in
place, people did not follow the
physical distancing norms strictly. Had the guidelines been followed as they were meant to be,
the country would not have seen
a multifold rise in the number of
cases. With the opening of liquor
shops, the situation has worsened.
With people forming serpentine
queues outside the shops, all
social distancing norms were
thrown out of the window. States,
which had imposed prohibitory
orders earlier, too, opened the
shops after raising the price of the
liquor, arguing that a price rise
could serve as a deterrent. But the
fact is that alcoholics would still
buy the same.
The consumption of alcohol
may also cause the pandemic to
spread faster. With each passing
day, the virus spread is not only
not showing signs of abatement
but also rising alarmingly. The
worst affected, however, will be
the women, especially in poor
families. Besides meeting the
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1SQcU_VWb_cc^UW\YWU^SU
WXbaTUTabc^cWTTSXc^aXP[°<T\^aXTb^U1W^_P[±<Ph
'3XbcaTbbX]VeXbdP[b^U_T^_[TUPX]cX]VP]S[hX]V
d]R^]bRX^dbQhcWTa^PSbXSTT\TaVTSUa^\0]SWaP
?aPSTbWfWTaTPVPb[TPZX]RXST]cZX[[TS\^aTcWP] 
_T^_[T ?aT[X\X]Pah UX]SX]Vb aTeTP[TS cWPc cWT [TPZ
^RRdaaTSfWT]bchaT]T[TPZTS^dcUa^\cf^$c^]]T
cP]ZbcWPcWPSQTT][TUcd]PccT]STSSdTc^cWT[^RZS^f]
1dcVa^bb]TV[XVT]RT^]cWT_Pac^UcWTUPRc^ah^f]Tab
RP]]^cQTST]XTS<P]SPc^ahbPUTchPdSXcQhf^aZTabP]S
R^]bd[cPcX^]fXcWcTRW]XRP[Tg_TacXbTQTU^aTcWTaT^_T]
X]V^UcWT_[P]cR^d[SWPeTPeTacTScWTPRRXST]c5PRc^ah
\P]PVTabRP]]^cRXcTcWT[^RZS^f]PbP]TgcT]dPcX]V
RXaRd\bcP]RTfWT]cWT[TPZPVTfPbPR^]bT`dT]RT^U
]TV[XVT]RTCWTc^gXRVPbWPbPUUTRcTS_T^_[T[XeX]VX]
]TPaQhPaTPb^UcWT_[P]cBX]RTcWT[TPZPVT^RRdaaTSX]
cWTfTTW^dab\^bc_T^_[TfTaTd]PfPaT^UcWTRPdbT
^UPc\^b_WTaXRR^]cP\X]PcX^]ATbRdTcTP\bfT]cS^^a
c^S^^aP]SW^b_XcP[XbTScW^bTfW^]TTSTS\TSXRP[WT[_
CW^bT fW^ aP] ^dc ^U cWTXa W^\Tb X] _P]XR U^d]S ]^
TbRP_TUa^\X]WP[X]VcWT_^Xb^]^dbVPb
BchaT]TXbPVPbdbTSX]cWT_a^SdRcX^]^U_^[hbchaT]T
_[PbcXRbP]SaTbX]b8c`dXRZ[hb_aTPSbP]SbcPhbX]cWT
PXaU^aP[^]VTacX\T4g_^bdaTc^bchaT]TRPdbTbSXiiX
]TbbSXb^aXT]cPcX^]P]SX\\^QX[XbPcX^]aTb_XaPc^ahSXU
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ever-growing demands from their
spouses to part with their meagre
savings, they would have to manage the drunken scenes and violence that may invariably follow.
KV Seetharamaiah
Hassan

solutions for the labour crisis in
the wake of the lockdown. A contingency plan at the national
level is much needed to ensure
that daily wagers stay at their
place of work. COVID is, after all,
a temporary crisis.
Rahul Jain
Via email

@bYfQSiS_^SUb^c
UXRd[cXTbP]SQdX[Sd_^UU[dXSbX]cWT[d]Vb8]bTeTaTRPbTb
XcRPdbTb°bchaT]TbXRZ]Tbb±^a°RT]caP[]Tae^dbbhbcT\
ST_aTbbX^]±P]SUPcP[XchCW^bTfW^X]WP[TScWTVPbSda
X]VcWT[TPZPaT]^f[TUcc^bdUUTaXcbRWa^]XRTUUTRcbU^a
[XUTCWT_PaP\^d]cRh^UT]bdX]V^RRd_PcX^]P[_dQ[XRP]S
T]eXa^]\T]cP[bPUTchRP]]^cQT^eTaT\_WPbXbTSCWTEXiPV
VPbcaPVTSh\dbcbTaeTPbP[Tbb^]U^a^cWTaX]SdbcaXP[
UPRX[XcXTbc^cPZTP[[bPUTch\TPbdaTbc^_aTeT]ccWTaTRda
aT]RT^UbdRWcaPVTSXTb8]cWTadbWc^aT^_T]UPRc^aXTb
RPdcX^]bW^d[S]^cQTcWa^f]c^cWTfX]Sb
63PeXS<X[c^]
<PadcWP]R^ST

3QbUV_bdXUg_b[Ubc
Sir — Indian industries are heavily dependent on manpower. The
exodus of migrant labourers from
cities to their home States is an

enormous humanitarian crisis
and an impending economic disaster in the making.
Clearly our system, the
Government, NGOs and other
social organisations failed to
assess the problems and even

Sir — This refers to the article,
“Corona’s privacy concerns” (May
7) by Arun K Pujari. The
response by the Aarogya Setu
team to the claims made by a
hacker, who pointed out major
security flaws in the app, does not
seem to be trustworthy. The
truth about the app being used for
surveillance is not known. What,
however, is sure is that India does
need to strengthen data protection and privacy laws. Already,
fears were rife that like China, the
Government may use this app for
surveillance. The Government
must not be allowed to take a step
in that direction.
Priyanka
Via email
BT]Shh^daUUTTSQPRZcc^)
[TccTabc^_X^]TTa/V\PX[R^\
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RPHGD\ZKHQWKLVSDQGHPLFLVRYHUDQGWKHZRUOGEHJLQVWR
KHDOIURPWKH&RURQDYLUXV·LPSDFWRQWKHKHDOWKDQGJOREDOHFRQ
RP\VRPHUHVHDUFKHUPLJKWVHHNWRGRDFRQWHQWDQDO\VLVRI
WKHQHZVSDSHUVPDJD]LQHVDQGMRXUQDOVEHLQJSXEOLVKHGLQ,QGLD
DQGDURXQGWKHZRUOG6KHPLJKWGHFLGHWRGLVFRYHUWKHWKHPHVZKLFK
FDSWXUHGWKHLPDJLQDWLRQRIWKHZRUOGDQGUHFHLYHGWKHPD[LPXP
FRYHUDJHDWWKHHQGRIDQGLQ3UHGLFWDEO\&29,'
ZLOOGRPLQDWHWKHZRUGFRXQWSURJUHVVLYHO\ULVLQJIURPDOLPLWHGSHU
FHQWDJHLQ'HFHPEHUWRDOPRVWDFUHVFHQGRE\PLGDQG
EH\RQG(YHU\RWKHUWKHPHLQWKHZRUOGZRXOGKDYHEHHQHGJHGRXW
DOPRVWDVLIQRWKLQJHOVHH[LVWHGGXULQJWKLVSHULRG7KHVWDWLVWLFDO
WRROER[ZLOOEHRSHQDQGJUDSKLQJVFDOLQJDQDO\VLVE\SHUFHQWDJH
DQGDQDO\VLVE\UHJLRQVDQGPXFKPRUHZLOOIROORZ
+RZHYHUWKHUHZLOOEHYHU\OLWWOHGDWDDYDLODEOHRQKRZPDQ\
SHRSOHDFWXDOO\VXIIHUHGGXHWRWKHODFNRIDGHTXDWHPHGLFDOFDUH
EHFDXVHRIDQRYHUZKHOPLQJSUHSRQGHUDQFHRIWKH&29,'WKHPH
7KHUHZLOOEHQHJOLJLEOHGDWDDYDLODEOHRQSHRSOHZKRVXIIHUHGPHQ
WDODJRQ\DQGIHDUEHFDXVHRIWKLVQHJOHFWDQGDOVRIDOVH´IOXµV\PS
WRPV2QHRIWKHGRPLQDQWWKHPHVLQWKHVXEMHFWDUHDLVWKHVKHHU
XELTXLWRXVQHVVRI´QRQV\PSWRPDWLFµFDUULHUV,IDQ\WKLQJZDVFORVH
WRUDLVLQJSDUDQRLDWKHSKHQRPHQDRI´DV\PSWRPDWLFSDWLHQWVµLV
DJRRGDSSUR[LPDWLRQ
5HSRUWHGO\PDQ\DUHQXUVLQJDQ[LHWLHVLIWKH\FRXOGEHWKHQH[W
YLFWLPRIWKLVGUHDGHGSDQGHPLFEHFDXVHWKH\DUHDV\PSWRPDWLF
7RSXWLWVLPSO\DQ[LHW\DQGWKUHDWSHUFHSWLRQLVKXUWLQJQHDUO\DV
PXFKDVWKHDFWXDOGLVHDVHLWVHOI6RORQJDVWKH&RURQDYLUXVFRQ
WLQXHVWRPXWDWHLQRQHRUDQRWKHUPDQQHUWKHUHFDQEHQRUHDOKRSH
RIDYDFFLQH,QWKHPHDQZKLOHWKHUHDUHPDQ\FODLPVDIORDWRIWKH
VRFDOOHGHIIHFWLYHQHVVRIWKHLQGLJHQRXV,QGLDQKHDOWKFDUHV\VWHPV
RUUHPHGLHVRULJLQDWLQJIURPD\XUYHGDDQGDOVRIURPWKHDOWHUQDWH
V\VWHPRIPHGLFLQHKRPHRSDWK\7KHDOORSDWKDQGWKHSKDUPDFRO
RJLVWLVTXLFNWRGHEXQNWKHVHFODLPVEHFDXVHVKHGRHVQRWVHH
DGHTXDWHFOLQLFDOWULDOVUHVHDUFKWREDFNXSWKHFODLP
7RUHVROYHWKHVHFRQWUDGLFWRU\SRVLWLRQVEHWZHHQVFLHQWLILFYDO
LGDWLRQRIVROXWLRQVDQGQRDFWLRQWLOOHYLGHQFHLVSURGXFHGLVGLIIL
FXOW6HYHUDOZLVHPHQLQWKHSROLF\GRPDLQDUHFRQVSLFXRXVO\VLOHQW
RQWKLVIURQWSHUKDSVEHFDXVHWKHUHDUHQRPHWKRGVWRUHVROYHWKLV
NLQGRIKLDWXV7KHORQJDQGVKRUWRILWLVWKDWWKHZD\IRUZDUGLVQRW
FOHDU
7KHFXUUHQW&KLQHVHFODLPRIKDYLQJHOLPLQDWHG&29,'ZDV
GLVPLVVHGE\DQLQWHUQDWLRQDOO\DFFODLPHGGRFWRUZLWKPXOWLSOHIHO
ORZVKLSVLQPHGLFDOVFLHQFHVIURP%ULWLVKLQVWLWXWLRQV:KHQDVNHG
DERXWWKHUHSRUWHGFODLPVRIWKH&KLQHVHSXEOLVKHGLQQHZVSDSHUV
KHKDGDRQHOLQHUHSO\´6LQFHZKHQKDYH\RXVWDUWHGWDNLQJVHUL
RXVO\DOOWKDWLVVDLGLQWKHPHGLD"µ:KRFDQEODPHKLPIRUKLVFLU
FXPVSHFWLRQZKHQWKHQHZVFKDQQHOVDQGVRFLDOPHGLDDUHDEX]]
ZLWKPXOWLSOHDQGDWWLPHVPXWXDODFFXVDWLRQVRIIDNHQHZVDQGZRUVH
$PLGWKLVJOREDOREVHVVLRQZLWKWKHSDQGHPLFRQHZRNHXS
RQ0D\PRUQLQJWRWKHQHZVRIWKHWHUULEOHJDVOHDNWUDJHG\LQ
9LVKDNDSDWQDP7KHUHZDVDPXWHGUHIHUHQFHLQVRPHQHZVFKDQ
QHOVWRWKHFDXVHEHLQJURRWHGLQWKHZD\LVVXHVDQGPDLQWHQDQFH
RIWKHSODQWZHUHKDQGOHGGXULQJWKHORFNGRZQSHULRG,IDQ\UHVSRQ
VLELOLWLHVDUHLQWKHSURFHVVRIEHLQJIL[HGQRWKLQJVLJQLILFDQWKDVEHHQ
VKDUHGLQWKHSXEOLFGRPDLQ\HW7KHUHZHUHWHDUVVKHGDQGFRP
SDULVRQVPDGHWRWKH%KRSDOJDVOHDN:KDWWKHOHDUQLQJVRIWKH%KRSDO
JDVWUDJHG\ZHUHDQGWKHZD\LWZDVKDQGOHGE\WKHWKHQ*RYHUQPHQW
ERWKDWWKH6WDWHDQGWKH&HQWUHOHYHOKDVRYHUWKHODVWWKUHHGHFDGHV
EHFRPHDQRQLVVXH
:HDVDFRXQWU\QHYHUWLUHRIIODWWHULQJRXUVHOYHVRQKRZZH
DUHDIUHHQDWLRQDQGKRZWKHIUHHGRPRIH[SUHVVLRQLVVRFHQWUDO
WRRXUSROLW\,WLVDOHJLWLPDWHSULGHDQGFOHDUO\DFKHULVKHGYLUWXH
7KHUHLVREYLRXVO\DQHHGIRUDVWXG\WRDVVHVVWKHDFKLHYHPHQWV
RIWKLVIUHHH[SUHVVLRQWKHLQVWUXPHQWVWKDWDUHXVHGWRGHDOZLWKLW
DQGWKHVRFLDOFODVVZKLFKSUDFWLVHVLW,IDQ\VXFKVWXG\LVDYDLO
DEOHLWLVRQHRIWKHEHWWHUNHSWVHFUHWVRIUHVHDUFKLQVWLWXWLRQV6XUHO\
HYHU\LQVWUXPHQWPXVWEHDVVHVVHGIRULWVHIILFDF\DQGIRUWKHSULFH
LWH[WUDFWVWRNHHSLWJRLQJ
7KLVFROXPQEHJDQZLWKVRPHSURJQRVWLFVRISRVVLEOHIXWXUH
GLUHFWLRQVRIUHVHDUFKDQGPHDQGHULQJWKURXJKWKHWKRXJKWVRIWKH
WH[WWKHUHOHYDQFHRIYDOLGDQDO\VLVEDVHGRQYHULILDEOHGDWDKDVNHSW
UHRFFXUULQJ7KHWLPHKDVFRPHWRLQFRUSRUDWHFRQFHUQVRIDSSOLHG
UHVHDUFKDVDSROLF\WRROZLWKRXWZKLFKWKHRSLQLRQRIDGRPLQDQW
JURXSLQDV\VWHPWHQGVWRWUDQVPXWHLQWRDSROLF\IUDPH,WKDVLWV
VWUHQJWKVIODXQWHGRIWHQDV´TXLFNDFWLRQµ,WKDVLWV$FKLOOHV·KHHO
ZKHUHRIWHQH[FHVVLYHGLVFUHWLRQDQGMXGJHPHQWLVKDQGHGRYHUWR
IXQFWLRQDULHVZLWKOLWWOHRULHQWDWLRQDQGOHVVHUNQRZOHGJHRIWKHFRQ
VHTXHQFHVRIWKHLUDFWLRQRYHUWKHOLYHVRILQGLYLGXDOVZKRZRXOGQRW
HYHQ NQRZ KRZ WR SURWHFW WKHPVHOYHV 7KH DEVHQFH RI FUHGLEOH
UHVHDUFKIRUVXVWDLQDEOHFRQFOXVLRQVEHIRUHEHLQJSXWLQSXEOLFGRPDLQ
FDQKDYHLWVULVNV
7KHZULWHULVDZHOONQRZQPDQDJHPHQWFRQVXOWDQW 
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he country is under lockdown since March 25
and all economic activity, especially industrial production, has halted since then. The
Government has wisely extended some exemptions
in this new phase of the lockdown to bring the economy back on track. The 733 districts of India are
broadly divided into Red, Orange and Green
Zones. This zone classification is dynamic and will
determine the kind of restrictions placed on the
movement of people and goods.
However, the uneven growth pattern of India
has hurt us like never before. About 70 per cent of
the population of India now stays in relatively safe
C74
zones i.e. they are either located in the Green or
E0A80C8>=8=
Orange Zone but only 46 per cent of employment
activity can start effectively. The rest 54 per cent 8=3DBCA80;8B0C8>=
employment is at risk due to different forms of restric70B4G8BC43
tions. Like in Mumbai and Pune, factories are closed
8=8=380
and may remain shut till the end of May. Closing
B8=24
factories in the Red Zone will affect production
2>;>=80;
capacities of Orange and Green Zone factories and
C8<4BBC0C4B
production houses as MSMEs (Micro, Small and
;8:4
Medium Enterprises) are dependent on locally-pro<070A0B7CA0 per cent of all licences in India went to
duced raw materials. Allowing factories to operate
6D90A0C Bombay and 56 per cent of all licenses
in Red Zones, even at a lower scale, is going to help
C0<8;=03D were given to firms located in the three
but it runs under huge production risk and carries
0=3F4BC14=60; leading States: Maharashtra, West Bengal
the risk of spreading the Coronavirus.
So what went wrong with our development
3D4C>C748A and Tamil Nadu.
strategy? Well spread out economic activity would
During the late 60s and 70s, a spurt
?A>G8<8CH
have improved the employment figure by up to 65C>A4B>DA24B in public sector investment took place to
70 per cent, which would mean more breathing space
0=3>C74A improve regional disparity. Several instrufor MSMEs. Not only that, spatial inequality has
to achieve balanced regional indus502C>AB ments
resulted in other serious consequences. Due to
trialisation were instituted. Industrial
DB43C> licencing was used to draw huge investuneven opportunity available at the local level, a mas0CCA02C<>BC ments in areas lagging behind. Large pubsive number of people have to migrate for employ>5C74 lic sector projects were located in backward
ment, education and living. The Economic Survey
8=E4BC<4=C States like Bihar, Odisha and Madhya
of India 2017 estimates that the magnitude of inter0=3C74A45>A4 Pradesh. Industrial estates or growth
State migration was close to nine million annually
between 2011 and 2016, while census 2011 puts the
8=3DBCA84B centres were identified for infrastructure
number of internal migrants in the country (inter
0<09>A development. Incentives were also
and intra-State movement) at a staggering 139 mil?>AC8>=>5 announced for private investments in
lion. Uttar Pradesh (UP) and Bihar are the biggest
C7478=C4A;0=3 backward districts. Several studies have
source States, followed by Madhya Pradesh, Punjab,
that despite the widely-prevalent
70BA4<08=43 shown
Rajasthan, Uttarakhand, West Bengal and the
regional disparity in industrial develop=46;42C43 ment, spatial concentration has been
Union Territory of Jammu and Kashmir.
B8=24C74= declining since 1970. After a gradual shift
The major destination States are Delhi,
Maharashtra, Tamil Nadu, Gujarat, Andhra Pradesh
from the more regulated policy to the marand Kerala. The industrial progress of a State, no
ket-oriented neo-liberal economy, the
doubt broadly depends on natural resources,
tendency for this level of concentration to
improved social and physical infrastructure, availfall has become stagnant.
ability of skilled human capital and existence of a
More recently, the allotment of Special
potential market. All these factors cumulatively creEconomic Zones (SEZs) tends to reflect
ate a business environment that attracts new industhe level of investment disparity. These
try and investment. We have no control over the disSEZs are expected to create employment
tribution of natural resources but an important obserthrough backward and forward linkage
vation is that endowed States hardly make their preseffects and act as a stimulus for the backence felt in the upper quartile of the growth table.
ward regions of India. In 2004-05, the
Instead, medium-grade States, with a developed
share of the four most industrialised States
transport, logistic and law and order machinery,
(Tamil Nadu, Karnataka, Gujarat and
excel.
Maharashtra) in total approvals was 49.5
The variation in industrialisation has existed in
per cent. While Andhra Pradesh, Kerala
India since colonial times. States like Maharashtra,
and Haryana accounted for another 34.4
Gujarat, Tamil Nadu and West Bengal, due to their
per cent of total approvals. Thus seven
proximity to resources and other factors, used to
States accounted for 80.6 per cent of
attract most of the investment and therefore indusapprovals. On the other hand, industrialtries. A major portion of the hinterland has
ly-backward States of Bihar and the
remained neglected since then. Metropolis district
North-East did not have a single approval.
data show that between 1953 and March 1961, of
The allocation of active SEZs is still
the 4,971 industrial licences granted in the country
the same now. States like West Bengal,
about 36 per cent went to the three industrial metropChhattisgarh and Madhya Pradesh had
olises — Calcutta, Bombay and Madras. Nearly 21.5
single-digit allocation in 2020, even after

T

15 years of the SEZ policy. SEZs could have
been a tool to unshackle the growth potential of backward areas but failed to take off.
Economic disparity is visible at both,
the State and district level. For example,
in Maharashtra, industries/employment
are typically concentrated in the Mumbai
and Pune cluster; so are the SEZs.
Mumbai, Thane and Pune constitute
about 45 per cent, 52 per cent and 66 per
cent of the total MSMEs, registered factories and SEZs respectively in
Maharashtra. These figures inevitably
suggest how bad other districts are in
terms of economic activity and infrastructure. This shows simple negligence and
incompetency at the local level.
The presence of natural resources may
be God’s gift but not physical and social
infrastructure. The local administration
and age-old hierarchical posting protocol
should be blamed for this inefficiency.
Most inexperienced Government staff
across all levels and all Government
departments are sent to the most challenging district of every State. As soon as they
learn to deal or navigate the system they
are transferred to a better region. The result
is that some districts have become informal training centres for our administration. This vicious circle needs to be broken and the most experienced employees
in every department need to be posted to
the most challenging areas.
The pandemic has revealed the vulnerabilities of the clustered development
agenda. Huge resources are wasted sometimes restricting migrants or otherwise,
trying to start factories in Red Zones.
These could have been used for more productive purposes and things could have
been much better if we were self-sufficient
locally. Nevertheless, it is an opportunity
to address the spatial variation among
States and prepare a holistic development
plan. We need to develop a sense of selfreliance not only for basic amenities or
facilities but it should be the core of our

lifestyle. In coming days, policymakers
should think on these lines and prepare
a comprehensive policy directive to allow
equal access to all; irrespective of their
geopolitical position.
India is going to get huge foreign
investments in coming days because of the
changing geopolitical situation. We must
use this opportunity to spread economic
activities more evenly. Central and State
Governments must work together to
urgently change their existing administrative protocols to allow wider access to
locals in decision-making.
Technology is a great way to remove
locational barriers. Steps for setting up a
new business should be mandatorily
made online. This will ensure that decisions will be independent of applicant and
approver biases. Though this is the need
of the hour because of social distancing but
it should be the norm rather than a onetime measure. Set up a clearing house at
the State and district level for a Single
Window Clearance System, online application for electricity connection, digitisation of land records and online payment
service for registration under various taxes
and so on. These steps significantly cut the
time required to start a business as well as
implement Government infrastructure
projects. Give more power to the local
administrations and digitally-enable them.
Services like land allocation, electricity and
fire clearances should be time-bound in
all districts. Land procurement is the single-most important barrier for setting up
any business establishment; unless it’s done
through a Special Purpose Vehicle (SPV).
Land records need to be digitised, wellaccessed and clear. The local administration plays a critical role in this process and
thus, needs to be evaluated regularly.
Problem spots should be improved and
must not be used as a punishment posting.
(The writer is Fellow, India
Development Foundation)
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n 2006, I was invited for lunch by
a close relative, Yawar, at his spacious bungalow in Karachi’s posh
DHA area. When I arrived, I found
him sitting with a dozen or so serious-looking gentlemen in his drawing room. After getting up to greet
me, Yawar quietly apologised, saying
that since he was the chairman of the
area’s residents committee, he could
not decline a request by other members for an urgent meeting.
In fact, out of politeness and also
to keep me occupied, he asked me to
attend the meeting too.

I

The matter being discussed had
to do with some members demanding that the monthly committee
meetings be held at a fixed venue
instead of at their homes as this
inconvenienced the families of the
members.
Various options were being aired
in this regard. The Golf Club, the
Creek Club, the Karachi Gymkhana
and so on, until one Zahoor sahib
suggested that the committee start
holding its meetings at the area’s
mosque every third Friday of the
month, after the jumma namaz
(Friday prayer) was over.
Instantly a consensus was
reached. Well, almost. Because three
men remained conspicuously silent.
Finally, one of them, Munawwar
sahib, a man who owned a chain of
utility stores across the country,
spoke, “Friends, how do you plan to
get Henry sahib and Anosh sahib into
the mosque?”
Both Henry and Anosh, who
were members of the committee,
were non-Muslims. While Henry
sahib was a Christian, Anosh sahib
was a Parsi. That’s why both the men

had kept quiet, too.
An awkward silence descended
upon the room. My relative suddenly turned towards me and asked,
“Nadeem, what do you think? Would
it be possible?”
Taken aback, I just shrugged my
shoulders: “I’m not very good at these
things, but since these two gentlemen
are residents of the area and ...”
Zahoor sahib cut me off: “We can
ask Imam sahib!”
Now, apparently, this “Imam
sahib” was not the Imam of the
mosque but an aged person who was
treated as a religious scholar by the
residents. He and his wife delivered
religious lectures to the men and
women of the area every three
months or so.
“Friends, why are you complicating matters for Anosh sahib and
Henry sahib? Why create an issue?
We can meet somewhere else, unless
we are looking to get some extra
blessings from the Almighty by having our committee meetings at a
mosque,” Munawwar said.
This did not go down well with
Zahoor. “Munawwar, you hardly

come to the mosque. Maybe our
meetings will be able to make you
come and pray there more often...”
There was laughter all round. But
none from Anosh or Henry.
“If I may,” I politely interrupted,
“why not ask Henry sahib and Anosh
sahib?”
Munawar agreed: “Absolutely!
They contribute to the funds of the
committee as much as any one of us.
And they have a vote too.”
Unfortunately, this suggestion
seemed to have made Henry sahib
and Anosh sahib even more uncomfortable.
“No, no, you do what you think
is right ...” Anosh sahib said, evasively.
Then Henry sahib spoke: “You
can have the meetings there (at the
mosque) and can update us...”
“Thank you,” said Zahoor, “so we
all agree on this then?” Some quietly nodded their heads, and some softly said “yes.”
But in came Munawwar again:
“In that case, I suggest, the monthly
maintenance bills of Anosh sahib and
Henry sahib be slightly less than

ours.”
“And why so?” asked one Danish
sahib. “Because, if we use the mosque
for our meetings, the maulvi (priest)
will rightly ask us to contribute to the
mosque’s electricity bill. That would
be added to our individual maintenance fee. Why should these two men
pay additional charges if they are not
even there?” said Munawwar.
“The mosque will charge us?”
asked Danish, surprised. “But we
already pay for its upkeep.”
“We can ask Imam sahib,” said
Munawwar, sarcastically. I tried my
best not to smile but no one else in
the room treated Munawwar’s comment as a sarcastic jab. Instead, they
now began to discuss the topic of a
mosque charging a fee from its funders. They shared relevant quotes
from the holy book and quotes from
Imam sahib’s speeches, until Danish
announced, “We already pay for the
mosque! For its electricity, water,
gas...”
“It has a gas connection too?”
someone asked.
“Maulvi sahib and his family
have to eat too, brother. So they cook

in the rooms where they live, connected to the mosque,” Zahoor sahib
replied.
So it was agreed. They would
meet at the mosque (and Anosh and
Henry would have to pay as much
maintenance fee as everyone else).
Years later, in 2017, I was driving
through another posh locality of
Karachi — Bath Island — when I saw
Munawwar walking briskly on a
street. I stopped my car to say hello.
“Munawwar sahib, do you recognise
me?”
“Yes, yes. I do. How are you?” he
replied.
“What are you doing here in Bath
Island?” I asked.
“I now live here,” he said.
“Where are you walking to so
hastily? Let me give you a lift.” I
offered.
“No, no, it’s quite alright,” he said.
“I’m just going to that mosque over
there.”
“Munawwar I grew up in this
area. Friday prayers ended an hour
ago in that mosque”, I said to him.
He laughed: “No, little brother. I
am going there to attend a meeting

of our residents’ committee.”
“Really?” I smiled widely, thinking he was joking. “Even in this area?”
“Boss, this area or that, what does
it matter? People are the same everywhere,” he smiled back.
“How did the mosque meetings
at DHA go?” I asked.
“Didn’t Yawar tell you?” he asked.
This is what happened:
Munawwar sold his house in DHA.
Since he had continued to insist on
including Anosh and Henry in the
meetings, some members of the
committee started to suspect he was
from a heretical sect, although he
wasn’t. Munawwar was just a rightthinking liberal hearted man. Even
though these members were admonished by others for saying such spiteful things, Munawwar left the area
with his family.
“What about here? Are there no
Anosh or Henry sahibs here”, I
asked. “I’m sure there are,” he replied.
“But I have learned to ignore them.
I’m sure you can understand.”
Saying this, he bid me farewell,
and walked away.
(Courtesy: Dawn)
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Washington: As President
Donald Trump tries to moves
on from the coronavirus,
Congress is rushing to fill the
void and prepare the country
for the long fight ahead.
Jolted by the lack of comprehensive federal planning as
states begin to reopen, lawmakers of both parties, from the
senior-most senators to the
newest House member, are
jumping in to develop policies
and unleash resources to prevent a second wave.
In the House and Senate,
lawmakers are pushing sweeping proposals for a national
virus testing strategy. One seasoned Republican wants a warlike public health fund. A New
Jersey freshman launched
neighboring colleagues on a
regional bipartisan task force to
help guide Northeastern states
back to work.
“This is going to be on us,”
said Rep. Mikie Sherrill, D-N.J.,
a former Navy helicopter pilot
in her first term in Congress.
The legislative branch is
stepping up in the absence of a
consistent, convincing White
House strategy, in much the
way governors have been forced
to go it alone during the nation’s
pandemic response.
Congress is preparing its
fifth coronavirus aid package, a

“Rooseveltian” effort, as Senate
Minority Leader Chuck
Schumer of New York put it. It’s
a Democratic-heavy plan that
wary Republicans are watching,
despite support in the party for
some provisions.
Unlike the aftermath of
the September 11 attacks, when
President George W Bush
called on Congress to create a
Department of Homeland
Security, or during the Great
Depression, when President
Franklin D Roosevelt led the
nation to the New Deal, Trump
is not seeking a legacy-defining
accomplishment in the heat of
national crisis.
Instead, Trump has turned
the life-and-death decisionmaking away from the federal
government and onto the states
for the next phase of the
response. He expects governors
to arrange virus testing systems
and find their own medical
gear, saying the federal government is a “supplier of last
resort.”
The White House coronavirus task force has abandoned daily briefings.
Encouraging the economic rebound, Trump said
Thursday he’s looking forward
to “getting on with it.”
“When the nation is in the
middle of the major, historic

crisis, the norm is that both
branches focus on the issue,”
said Julian E Zelizer, a Princeton
professor of history and public
policy. “It’s not normal for the
president to just move on.”
The administration issued
guidelines for reopening state
and local economies, but
shelved a more detailed 17-page
report from the experts at the
Centres for Disease Control and
Prevention.
New projections say the
death toll could essentially double this summer, from 70,000 as
of Friday to 134,000 by early
August, as states loosen stayhome restrictions, according to
a model from the University of
Washington.
“It is lot for Congress to
take on,” Andy Slavitt, a former
federal health official, told the
House Energy and Commerce
Committee on Friday.
“There’s never been a
greater time when Americans
need the support of Congress
and their state and local leaders.”
As the Senate resumed this
past week while the House
stayed largely away, lawmakers
drilled into pandemic policy.
Tom Frieden, a former
CDC director, outlined a 10point strategy in testimony
before a House Appropriations

subcommittee.
“As bad as this has been, it’s
just the beginning,” Frieden
warned of the long wait ahead
for improved treatments and an
eventual vaccine.
Rep. Tom Cole of
Oklahoma, the ranking
Republican on the committee,
was particularly interested in
Frieden’s proposal for a new
public health fund modelled on
those Congress uses to pay the

wars in Iraq and Afghanistan,
separate from budget caps.
“There needs to be a whole
big plan,” said Cole.
On the other side of the
Capitol, an exasperated Sen.
Patty Murray, D-Wash., grilled
officials about the national testing strategy she has pushd
since early March. “We can’t
reopen our country safely,” she
said, until tests are “are fast, free,
and everywhere.”
PTI

PHPEHUVRI:KLWH+RXVH
YLUXVWDVNIRUFHLQTXDUDQWLQH
Washington: Three members
of the White House coronavirus task force, including Dr.
Anthony Fauci, placed themselves in quarantine after contact with someone who tested
positive for COVID-19,
another stark reminder that
not even one of the nation’s
most secure buildings is
immune from the virus.
Fauci, the director of the
National Institute of Allergy
and Infectious Diseases and a
leading member of the task
force, has become nationally
known for his simple and direct
explanations to the public about
the coronavirus and COVID-

19, the disease it causes. Also
quarantining are Dr. Robert
Redfield, director of the Centers
for Disease Control and
Prevention, and the commissioner of the Food and Drug
Administration, Stephen Hahn.
Fauci’s institute said that
he has tested negative for
COVID-19 and will continue
to be tested regularly. It added
that he is considered at “relatively low risk” based on the
degree of his exposure, and
that he would be “taking
appropriate precautions” to
mitigate the risk to personal
contacts while still carrying
out his duties.
PTI
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Washington: President Donald
Trump’s handling of the coronavirus pandemic has been
“an absolute chaotic disaster”
for America, Barack Obama has
said, the starkest assessment yet
from the former president
about his successor’s “anemic
and spotty” response to the
global health crisis.
Obama slammed Trump
during a private call on Friday
night with people who worked
for him in the White House and
across his administration,
according to US media reports.
In a 30-minute conversation with members of the
Obama Alumni Association,
the former president, a
Democrat, said the poor
response to the coronavirus
outbreak served as a critical
reminder for why strong government leadership is needed
during a global crisis.
During the call, Obama
said his Republican successor’s
approach to government was
partly to blame for the US
response to coronavirus.

Over 78,000 people have
now died in the US and the
country has 1.2 million confirmed cases of COVID-19 both by far the highest in the
world.
Trump’s approach to the
coronavirus pandemic has
oscillated. In February he dismissed it, saying it would disappear, but by mid-March he
acknowledged its severity.
“It would have been bad
even with the best of government,” Obama was quoted as
saying in the call.
“It has been an absolute
chaotic disaster when that
mindset of ‘what’s in it for me’
and ‘to heck with everybody
else’, when that mindset
is operationalised in our
government,” Obama, who was
US president
for two consecutive terms
from 2009 to 2017, said.
The call was intended to encourage former Obama
staffers to become
more engaged in ex-vice
president Joe Biden’s White

House bid against Trump in the
November presidential elections, CNN reported.
“This election that’s coming
up -- on every level -- is so
important because what we’re
going to be battling is not just
a particular individual or a
political party,” Obama, who
endorsed Biden officially last
month, said.
“What we’re fighting
against is these long-term
trends in which being selfish,
being tribal, being divided, and
seeing others as an enemy -that has become a stronger
impulse in American life.”
Obama used the strongest
words for the Trump administration’s handling of the coronavirus crisis and its worldview,
CNN noted.
“It’s part of the reason why
the response to this global crisis has been so anemic and
spotty,” Obama commented.
The comments were first
reported by Yahoo News,
which obtained an audio
recording of the call.
PTI
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London: Taking a different tack
than most other nations, British
Prime Minister Boris Johnson is
expected to extend the bulk of
the country’s coronavirus lockdown restrictions for three
weeks or so when he speaks to
the nation Sunday evening.
Following a week of mixed
messages that started with
Johnson indicating that there
will be changes to the lockdown
beginning Monday, the government has sought to douse
speculation that they will
amount to much. That’s because
the U.K., which has recorded the
most coronavirus-related deaths
in Europe at 31,662, is still seeing a relatively high number of
infections. “Extreme caution is
actually the watchword on this,”
Transport Secretary Grant
Shapps said Saturday.
His comments came as
British police warned they are
“fighting a losing battle” as
Londoners headed out to parks,
families descended on the pebble beaches of Brighton in
southern England and many

drivers set out on what are considered unessential journeys
amid the lockdown.
“It’s vital that we don’t throw
away essentially the great work
of seven weeks of people
respecting very impressively
the rules and the guidelines, by
throwing it away because it
happens to be sunny outside this
weekend,” Shapps said.
“That would be absolutely
tragic.” The worry is that the
U.K. Lockdown, which began
March 23 and has clearly
reduced the transmission of
the virus, will need to be extended for longer than envisioned.
Johnson has voiced worries
of a second spike in infections
and deaths — something that
health experts have said is
absolutely going to happen
worldwide as nations ease their
lockdowns.
Johnson’s
Conservative Government has
also faced wide criticism for
being too slow to react to the
pandemic and for not supplying
medical workers with enough
protective gear. PTI

Tehran: Iran says it is ready for
unconditional prisoner swap
talks with the United States
because of fears that the coronavirus could put the lives of
the prisoners at risk, Iranian
media reported Sunday.
An Iranian news website,
Khabaronline.Ir, quoted
Cabinet spokesman Ali Rabiei
as saying there is a “readiness
for all prisoners” to be discuss
without condition.
“But the US has refused to
answer, so far,” said Rabiei. “We
hope that as the outbreak of the
Covid-19 disease threatens the
lives of Iranian citizens in the
US prisons, the US government
eventually will prefer lives to
politics.”
Rabiei said Iran considers
the U.S. Government responsible for the health of the
Iranian prisoners, adding that
“it seems that the U.S. Has
more readiness to bring the situation to an end.” Rabiei did
not elaborate but Iranian media
in recent months said there are
several Iranians in US custody,
including Sirous Asgari, a 60year-old university professor.
Last week, US officials said

they were making progress in
efforts to secure the release of
a detained Navy veteran in
Iran. But they were also pushing back on Iranian suggestions
that a swap was in the works for
the imprisoned Iranian
American officials have been
trying to deport since last year.
Ken Cuccinelli, the acting
deputy Homeland Security secretary, said Wednesday that the
cases of American detainee
Michael White in Iran and
Asgari, the Iranian imprisoned
in the United States, have never
been connected. He expressed
frustration with recent comments from Iranian officials
that there may be a link
between the two and complained that Iran had been
slow to accept Asgari’s return.
White, of Imperial Beach,
California, was detained in

July 2018 while visiting a girlfriend in Iran. He was convicted of insulting Iran’s
supreme leader and posting
private information online.
He was released from
prison in March on a medical
furlough that required him to
remain in the country. White is
among tens of thousands of
prisoners granted medical furloughs by Iran, which was one
of the first countries to be hit
hard by the spreading coronavirus. Trump administration
officials have repeatedly said
they consider the release of
American hostages and
detainees to be a high priority.
In December, Iran released
a Princeton University scholar
held for three years on widely
disputed espionage charges in
exchange for the release of a
detained Iranian scientist.
In March, the family of former FBI agent Robert
Levinson, who vanished in
Iran 13 years ago, said they had
been informed by U.S. Officials
that they had determined that
Levinson was probably dead.
Officials have not said how they
reached that conclusion. AP
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aliban leaders searched
their ranks, including the
much-feared Haqqani network, and on Sunday said they
are not holding Mark R
Frerichs, a Navy veteran turned
contractor who was disappeared in Afghanistan in late
January.
“We don’t have any information about the missing
American,” Sohail Shaheen,
Taliban’s political spokesman,
told the AP in a message on
Sunday.
A second Taliban official
familiar with the talks with the
United States said “formally
and informally” the Taliban
have notified US officials they
are not holding Frerichs. He
spoke on condition of

T

anonymity because he was not
authorised to speak to the
media.
Washington’s peace envoy
Zalmay Khalilzad, who negotiated a peace deal with the
Taliban signed in February to
allow America and NATO
countries to withdraw their
troops and end decades of
war, asked for Frierchs’ release
during his meetings this week
in the Middle Eastern State of
Qatar where the Taliban maintain a political office.
In a statement late
Saturday by the US Embassy in
Kabul, Khalilzad also sought
Pakistan’s help in locating
Frierchs. He arrived in
Islamabad on Friday from
Doha before heading next door
to India in his pursuit of a lasting peace in Afghanistan.

Seoul: South Korea’s president
says his proposal to North
Korea on jointly tackling infectious diseases such as the
COVID-19 illness remains
valid, though the North hasn’t
responded.
President Moon Jae-in told
reporters Sunday that he
believes the North is suffering
“various difficulties” over the
coronavirus pandemic.
Moon didn’t elaborate. His
spy agency recently told lawmakers the virus pandemic
resulted in sharply shrinking
the North’s external trade and
causing panic buying in

Pyongyang, the North’s capital.
Moon says he’ll try to persuade North Korea to accept
his offers for reconciliation
projects after the pandemic is
stabilized. Moon has proposed
reconnecting severed railways,
resuming reunions of families
split by war and sending South
Korean tourists to North Korea.
North Korea has been taking intense anti-virus quarantine steps but it has steadfastly claimed there hasn’t been a
single case of the coronavirus
on its territory. Many foreign
experts are skeptical of the
North’s claim.
AP

Islamabad: Pakistan reported a
record number of 1,991 coronavirus cases in a single day,
taking the total number of
infections to over 29,000, the
health ministry said on Sunday
as the country began easing the
month-long lockdown imposed
to curb the spread COVID-19.
Despite a surge in the number of COVID-19 infections, the
first phase of the easing of the
lockdown began on Saturday.
The government announced
removing restrictions by allowing more businesses to open and
operate from dawn to 5pm.
However, doctors have
warned against easing the
restrictions. The Representative
of the Pakistan Medical
Association (PMA) have
demanded that the government observe the World Health
Organization protocols and
implement a strict lockdown.
The Ministry of National
Health Services said that 21 new
deaths have been reported in
the last 24 hours, taking the
total number of fatalities to 639.

A total of 8,023 people
have recovered so far.
Punjab registered 11,093
cases, Sindh 10,771, KhyberPakhtunkhwa
4,509,
Balochistan 1,935, Islamabad
641, Gilgit-Baltistan 430 and
Pakistan-occupied Kashmir 86.
The total number of infections in the country has
reached 29,465, it said.
So far, the authorities have
conducted 283,517 tests, including 13,341 in the last 24 hours.
People flocked to the markets on Saturday even before
guidelines were issued by the
provincial governments on the
easing of the lockdown.
While allowing more businesses to open, the Pakistan government asked people to strictly observe social distancing and
avoid going out unless there is
an urgent need. Meanwhile,
Pakistan opened its border with
Afghanistan at Chaman in
Balochistan province from 8am
to 5pm on Saturday to allow
2,977 Afghan nationals to cross
over to their country.
PTI
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Beijing: A Chinese city bordering North Korea on Sunday
imposed the martial law after
11 people tested coronavirus
positive, sparking fears of
rebound of the deadly virus,
official media here reported.
They were infected after
coming in contact with a
laundrywoman, state-run
Global Times reported.
Shulan city should impose
martial law in line with the
requirements of highest-risk
level prevention and control,
Bayin Chaolu, the secretary of
the Jilin Provincial Committee
of the ruling Communist
Party of China, said as he
presided over an anti-epi-

demic meeting on Sunday,
the paper reported.
Bayin said the clustered
infections in Shulan pose great
danger to the lives of the
public and the situation is
heart-breaking, exposing the
shortfalls and loopholes in
anti-epidemic work.
Those who failed to take
action over the epidemic will
be held responsible, the report
said Shulan raised its epidemic-response on Sunday to
the highest level, making it the
only city in China to do so
currently, after it reported 11
domestically transmitted
COVID-19 cases, the report
said.
PTI
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Hong Kong: Riot police in
Hong Kong grappled with prodemocracy protesters who
gathered in shopping malls on
Sunday to sing, chant slogans
and flash hand signs after permission for a Mother’s Day
march was denied.
The incident indicated a
desire on the part of some in
the pro-democracy camp to
revive the protests against
Hong Kong’s Beijing-backed
government that paralyzed
parts of the semi-autonomous
Chinese territory for months
last year.
With the coronavirus outbreak subsiding, more people
in Hong Kong have responded
to online calls for action,
although in far smaller num-

bers than the hundreds of
thousands who marched last
year against proposed legislation that could have seen dissidents or criminal suspects
extradited to mainland China
to face unfair trials and possible torture.
The legislation was eventually withdrawn, but the
protests continued, growing
increasingly violent as both
police and demonstrators
adopted hard-line tactics.
Thousands, mainly young people, were arrested in the
demonstrations for crimes
including rioting and possessing weapons.
Local media reports said at
least one person was detained
in Sunday’s action, which

attracted numerous journalists
wearing high-visibility vests.
The incident followed scuffles Friday in Hong Kong’s
Legislative Council as lawmakers from opposing camps
competed to preside over a
meeting to determine who has
authority over a key committee
that scrutinizes bills.
Hong Kong’s pro-Beijing
and pro-democracy lawmakers
have been caught in an impasse
over the delayed election of a
chairperson of the Legislative
Council’s House Committee,
which reads bills and determines when they can be put to
a final vote. Among the bills
under consideration is one that
would criminalise disrespect of
China’s national anthem. AP

Ankara: Turkey’s senior citizens got their first chance to
venture outside in seven weeks
Sunday under relaxed coronavirus restrictions.
People aged 65 and over —
the age group most at risk
from the virus — were subjected to a stay-at-home curfew
on March 21.
As part of a rolling program of reduced controls, they
are now allowed out for four
hours. People under 20, who
are also subject to a curfew, will
be allowed outside for a similar period later this week.
“It’s very nice to be out of
the house after such a long
time,” said Ethem Topaloglu,
68, who wore a medical mask
as he strolled in a park in
Ankara, the capital.

“Although I’ve been able to
sit on the balcony, it’s not the
same as walking around outside. My neighbours have been
bringing my food and other
things in these last weeks,” he
said. “It’s important to stay at
home and be safe but it’s very
difficult as well.”
The relaxed curfew for
over 65s came during the fifth
weekend of lockdowns in
Turkey’s largest cities. Health
Minister Fahrettin Koca tweeted his thanks to the elderly for
their “great support” in fighting the outbreak by staying at
home and reminded them to
wear masks outside. Turkey has
recorded 137,115 infections,
including 3,739 deaths, according to John Hopkins University.
As the number of new

cases dropped, the government announced a “normalization plan” while warning of
tougher measures should the
number of infections rebound.
Entry and exit restrictions
were lifted for seven provinces
where the outbreak has been
brought under control. They
remain in place for 24 other
provinces, including Istanbul
and Ankara.
Monday will see shopping
malls, barber shops and beauty
salons open up under new social
distancing restrictions. Domestic
and some international flights
will resume at the end of May.
After recording its first
coronavirus case on March 11,
Turkey shut down entertainment venues, sports facilities
and imposed travel bans. AP
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fter the Government over
the weekend hiked market
A
borrowing by 54 per cent in the
wake of the coronavirus pandemic, calls for monetising
debt seem to be gaining traction with experts saying that
repercussions of not spending
to support the economy will be
irreparable.
Conservative monetary
economist and former RBI
chief Raghuram Rajan, over the
weekend, has also pitched for
monetising public debt and
higher fiscal deficit in a ‘’measured’’ manner to protect the
economy and the poor and the
vulnerable in these ‘’abnormal
times’’.
The first such call came in
early April when Kerala
Finance Minister Thomas Isaac
after the State had to pay a tad
less than 9 per cent for C
6,000-crore market borrowing
to meet the exigencies arising
from the pandemic.
Coronavirus has snuffed out
lives of more than 2,100 people and infected nearly 63,000
in India. Globally, the death toll
is over 2.79 lakh and more than
40 lakh have been infected.

Another solution for raising funds suggested by Isaac
was to launch COVID bonds
with under 5 per cent interest
rate by the Centre and paying
the states from the mop-up.
Isaac had said RBI should buy
such bonds from the Centre.
Many other economists
have also called for adopting
unconventional tools to help
the poor and boost the economy. Monetisation is generally
central bank printing more
currency by expanding its balance sheet.
Monetisation should not be
a constraint on public spending, Rajan said, adding, “the
government should be concerned about protecting the
economy and should spend
what is needed”.
Devendra Kumar Pant,
Chief Economist at India
Ratings, also backs the idea of
government borrowing more
and supporting the economy at
the cost of fiscal prudence, saying the repercussions of not
spending now to support the
poor and the economy will be
much more severe and
irreparable.
“The need of the hour is
money. The Centre being the
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best and the largest borrower,
it has to do the heavy-lifting in
these extraordinary times and
should not be constrained by
the worries about fiscal deficit
and other attendant pains.
“Money is the only need
now,” Pant told PTI without
directly calling for monetising
debt.
According to him, the
Centre should bring money
from wherever possible and
give to the states as loans at a
lower interest rate than they are
being forced to pay now.
That Kerala, despite being
the best performing large state
in the COVID-19 fight, had to
pay 8.96 per cent is not something that the Centre should
ignore, Pant noted.
He underlined that talking
about fiscal prudence now will
be suicidal “as the repercussions of not spending now will

be so severe that it will take
years to return to normalcy”.
Singaporean lender DBS
Bank’s economist Radhika Rao
also favours higher spending
and suspending the FRBM
(Fiscal Responsibility and
Budget Management Act) goal
posts given the extraordinary
risks to growth and the need
for pump-priming the economy.She also expects a larger fiscal package being offered soon
as the so far given support - Rs
1.7 lakh crore or 0.8 per cent of
GDP- is much smaller than the
anticipated economic cost of
the lockdown.
“The second package
should be a combination of
higher food and cash handouts
to the vulnerable, backstop for
MSMEs, shouldering part of
the wage burden for saller
enterprises, temporary relief to
taxpayers, amongst others,” she
told PTI.
The Reserve Bank should
contain the borrowing costs of
the Centre and the states by
higher bond purchases which
will help quell bond yields, she
added.
Rajan’s comments on
monetising deficit has came
after the finance ministry on

May 8 decided to raise market
borrowing by 54 per cent to Rs
12 lakh crore for FY21, up from
Rs 7.8 lakh crore estimated in
the budget. This will take the
total market borrowing by the
Centre and the states to close
Rs 24 lakh crore this fiscal.
“Monetisation will neither
be a game-changer nor a catastrophe, if done in a measured
way. However, the caveat- it
should be measured - is key,”
Rajan said.
On fiscal deficit, which is
slated to top 5 per cent this year,
Rajan in his blog post said the
government “should also worry
about getting fiscal deficit back
in shape over the medium
term, and the more it spends
now, the harder that will be. But
its inability to finance itself or
fears of monetisation should
not be a constraint”.
According to Rajan, the
professor for finance at the
Chicago University, large government spending will directly ignite demand which is
needed especially “in abnormal
times like this when demand is
depressed and the environment is disinflationary, and
this should not be a central
worry”.

4R^\\TaRT^aSTabVaPSdP[[hbRP[X]VQPRZ
c^_aT[^RZS^f][TeT[)8]SdbcahTgTRdcXeTb
?C8Q =4F34;78

of non-essential items
on e-commerce platforms in
Stheales
first week of May were
lower than last year on account
of lockdown, but orders are
scaling fast with people buying
apparel, smartphones and
grooming products among
other items, according to
industry executives.
E-commerce companies
have been permitted to sell all
items in orange and green
zones starting from May
4, 40 days after the nationwide
lockdown was imposed on
March 25.
In the first two phases of
the lockdown, e-commerce
companies like Flipkart,
Amazon and Snapdeal were
allowed to sell only essential
items like grocery, medicines
and healthcare products.
Depending on the number
of cases of coronavirus infections, areas have been divided
into red, orange and green
zones.
However, in the red zones
that include top e-commerce
hubs like Delhi, Mumbai,
Bengaluru, Pune and
Hyderabad, e-commerce com-

panies can still ship only essential items.
While people are going
online to buy items like chargers, extension cords, notebooks
and pens to facilitate work
and study from home, they are
also picking up grooming
products like trimmers, games
like chess, monopoly and
carom, and books across genres, a senior industry executive
said. The person added that
since delivery of non-essentials
is still not allowed across the
country, the volume is less
compared to previous year.
However, against March numbers (pre-lockdown), the
growth is certainly healthy.
Another challenge facing
the industry is the availability
of limited manpower for warehouses and delivery. “Our
order volumes grew rapidly and
swiftly reached 50 per cent of
pre-lockdown volumes within
five days of expanded operations. Compared year-on-year,
the order volumes for the first
9 days of May 2020 was 52 per
cent of volumes in the same
period last year,” a Snapdeal
spokesperson said.
The spokesperson added
that another clear indicator of

demand was conversions (from
visitors to buyers), which was
more than double of pre-lockdown average and even though
demand estimation is a complex process right now due to
multiple variables, the intensity and speed of demand
restoration exceeded expectations.Home use category like
utensils, mixers and grinders,
mops and brooms, and mosquito nets featured high in
both search and sales.
Snapdeal gets more than 75
per cent of its business from
non-metro cities.
The spokesperson said
locations like Panipat, Ambala,
Panchkula, Amritsar in north;
Udaipur, Valsad, Jamnagar and
Goa in west; Coimbatore,
Visakhapatnam, Pondicherry,
Thiruvananthapuram,
Kozhikode and Tuticorin in
south, Cuttack in India and
Guwahati in North-East have
emerged as current high
demand zones. An Amazon
India spokesperson said sellers
on its platform have received
orders for smart devices, electronics, kitchen appliances,
clothes, toys and games and
other work and study from
home items.
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(such as Zomato, Swiggy and still be compliant to social dis- cooperate fully in this,” ic will come in multiple waves.
others) to take orders and ful- tancing norms. We understand Confederation of Indian Given the threat of infection
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demand from the existing that this may require some Alcoholic Beverage Companies resurfacing in one part of the
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retailers and whole- amendments to the law but I (CIABC) Director General country or the other, this will
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lead to multiple lockdowns
am sure it can be carried out Vinod Giri said.
salers in states.”
Industries (RIL) has
“Currently, most and disruptions for business. In
It also mooted setting up under the current extraordiset May 14 as the ‘record
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he State Chief Secretaries
T
on Sunday called for stepping up of economic activities
in a calibrated manner considering the Covid-19 pandemic.
The demand was raised at
a meeting Union Cabinet
Secretary Rajiv Gauba had
with the Chief Secretaries and
Principal Secretaries (Health)
of states and Union Territories
(UTs) through video link.
They shared with Gauba
information on the situation
during the lockdown. The lockdown, enforced on March 25,
was to end on April 14. It was
extended to May 3, and then
again to May 17.
Reviewing the Covid-19
situation in states and UTs, the
Cabinet Secretary noted that
over 350 Shramik special trains
had ferried 3.5 lakh migrant
workers. He urged them to
cooperate with railways in running more Shramik special
trains.
Noting the cooperation of
states and UTs in return of
Indians from abroad under
the Vande Bharat Mission,
Gauba said movement of doctors, nurses and para-medics
should be unhindered and
steps be taken to facilitate and
protect corona warriors.

date’ for the C53,125 crore
rights issue.
“The rights issue committee, constituted by the board of
directors of the company, has,
at its meeting held today
(Saturday), fixed May 14 as the
‘record date’ for the purpose of
determining the equity shareholders entitled to receive the
rights entitlement in the rights
issue (eligible shareholders),”
the company said in a regulatory filing on Saturday evening.
The rights issue opening
and closing dates would be
informed separately, it said.
On April 30, the RIL Board
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approved the rights issue of up
to C53,125 crore at C1,257 per
share. The rights entitlement
ratio would be one equity share
for every 15 equity shares held
by eligible shareholders as on
the record date.
The proposed rights
issuance will be the first by RIL
in three decades. The issue will
be structured as partly paid
shares and will enable shareholders to phase out the outlay
on their investment over time.

?C8Q =4F34;78

he liquor industry along
with restaurants, bars as
well as some online food aggregators have urged the government to permit home delivery
of alcohol, saying this will not
only ensure social distancing
but also be a lifesaver for sectors ravaged by the COVID-19
crisis.
The All India Brewers’
Association (AIBA) has suggested creating a “special
license for private e-commerce
companies (such as Flipkart,
Amazon, Grofers and others)
and food delivery companies

T

an online ordering platform for
liquor, to be owned by the state
excise departments.
Restaurants and hotels,
which are sitting on a liquor
stockpile of around Rs 3,000
crore, are asking state governments to allow them to sell the
stock lying with them due to
the coronavirus lockdown. “We
request every state government to allow us an opportunity to sell our liquor stocks,
preferably through a home
delivery model. “This will help
us deplete our stocks, raise
some money to take care of
urgent people needs and will

eversing their two-month
selling streak, overseas
R
investors pumped in a net C

15,958 crore in the Indian capital markets in the first week of
May.
As per latest depositories
data, foreign portfolio investors
(FPI) infused a net C18,637
crore in equities, but pulled out
a net C2,679 crore from the
debt segment between May 18, taking the cumulative inflow
to C15,958 crore.
The latest inflow comes
after two consecutive months
of huge withdrawls. In March,
FPIs had withdrawn a record
amount of over C1.1 lakh
crore on a net basis, while

exercise related processes such
as approval, licensing, registration, permits, EVCs etc are
physical in nature needing
human interaction. With
today’s technology, a lot of
these can be easily made online
thus cutting down human to
human interface. Besides
reducing virus transmission
risks, it is also a good step forward against possible corruption,” he added.
According to AIBA,
COVID-19 has the potential to
disrupt business for the rest of
the year.”Several epidemiologists predict that the pandem-

this environment, it is imperative that the state excise
departments introduce policies
that facilitate home delivery of
beer, wine and alcohol,” it said.
Several states allowed
reopening of liquor shops with
the easing of some lockdown
restrictions from May 4.
However, many places saw
heavy rush and flouting of
social distancing norms, forcing authorities to close the
outlets. Some states also
imposed additional taxes of up
to 75 per cent to control
demand as well as shore up
their depleted revenues.
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he leasing of warehousing
T
and industrial space has
slowed down because of the
nationwide lockdown but
demand may rise postCOVID-19 with expected
growth in e-commerce and
possible shift of manufacturing
activities from China to India,
according to industry experts.
“Industrial and warehousing is the most resilient
segment in India, which is

likely to emerge quickest and
strongest post-COVID-19,”
property consultant Savills
India said in a report. The
demand-supply of industrial
and warehousing space is
expected to soften as compared
to previous estimates in the
near to medium term due to
coronavirus pandemic, the
consultant said.
Higher supply contraction
could lead to decrease in vacancies and optimum pricing, it
added.

In its report ‘India Front &
Center - Production & Supply
Chain’, Savills India has revised
its estimates downwards for
both absorption and new supply of warehousing and logistics space for 2020. The projection for warehousing and
logistics leasing has been
revised to 30 million sq ft
from 40 million sq ft earlier.
Fresh supply is now estimated
at 12 million sq ft this year
from 42 million sq ft projected earlier across top eight cities

- Ahmedabad, Bengaluru,
Chennai, Delhi, Hyderabad,
Kolkata, Mumbai and Pune.
When contacted, Embassy
Industrial Parks CEO Aditya
Virwani said, “Both logistics
and industrial requirements
will see an increase postCOVID. The digital shift to
online retail has been a success
during these times and that will
result in e-commerce firms
growing in India.”
Embassy Industrial Parks
has facilities in Maharashtra,
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nary circumstances,” National
Restaurant Association of India
(NRAI) President Anurag
Katriar said.
Online food ordering platforms are ready to start such
services if permitted by the
government. As per industry
sources, discussions are underway between various authorities and e-commerce players
like Swiggy for online sales and
home delivery of liquor.
“Governments should consider institutionalising home
delivery as a separate channel
administered online. We will
give all necessary assistance and

C15,403 crore was pulled out
in April from the domestic
capital markets (both equity
and debt).
“Despite uncertainty
looming large over the severity of the possible impact of
coronavirus pandemic on the
global as well as Indian economy, FPIs surprisingly changed
their stance this week as they
turned net buyers in the Indian
markets,” said Himanshu
Srivastava, senior analyst manager research, Morningstar
India.
The recent investment
could be attributed to India
doing fairly well compared to
many other countries in terms
of containing COVID-19 pandemic from spreading aggres-

sively, Srivastava said.
In addition to that, measures announced by the government and the RBI periodically to revitalise the sagging
economy would have also resonated well with investors, he
added.
However, he cautioned that
though it is a welcome shift in
FPIs’ investment pattern, it
would be premature to term it
as a change in trend as this
could be short-term buying
given the relatively attractive
valuations.
The growing fears of a
prolonged global economic
slowdown has triggered a riskaverse environment with
investors taking flight to safety, he said.

<>A4>;34A
?4>?;47>?>=C>
3868C0;C427
?C8Q =4F34;78

he coronavirus lockdown
has brought a sea change in
T
the buying behaviour of many
Indians, such as purchasing
vegetables and other consumables without asking for prices,
far from the old habit of asking
‘dhaniya’ or ‘mirchi’ free from
vendors, according to a survey
by Enormous Brands. The webbased sur vey, conducted
between March 30 and April

22, took feedback from 3,737
respondents in cities including
Delhi-NCR,
Mumbai,
Bengaluru, Chennai, Pune and
Ahmedabad. It found that there
has also been a sharp increase
in adoption of digital technology by older people to join the
e-commerce bandwagon for
ordering items like milk, grocery and home essentials and
paying through wallets and
UPI. The study also found that
COVID–19 has helped in
forming an opinion for pushing the ‘Make in India’ agenda,
with 42 per cent believing that
“there is an active and deliberate attempt by China.

Tamil Nadu, Telangana and
Delhi-NCR. On industrial
space, Virwani, who is also
COO of Embassy Group, said:
“India has not been able to
compete with China and other
Asian countries with manufacturing investments. Now is
the opportunity to capitalise on
the fear of setting up in China.”
With the right support of
the government, Virwani said
the industrial space can see a
boom. “Our existing clients are
holding off on growth in China

and looking for new markets.”
Rajesh Jaggi, vice chairman real estate, Everstone Group,
said the warehousing segment
is considered as an essential
service and has therefore largely not been affected due to the
lockdown. Everstone groupbacked IndoSpace is into development of logistic and industrial parks.
“Leasing activity is expected to be slower in this period as
companies will focus on maintaining efficiencies of their man-

ufacturing and supply chain
processes, instead of new procurement. “While we have not
experienced significant change
in demand due to COVID-19,
the timelines to close a contract
may differ under current circumstances,” he said. Once the
lockdown period is over,manufacturing picks up, Jaggi expects
that sectors like pharmaceuticals, e-commerce,food industries would ramp up their storage capacities in line with the
demand.
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he much-awaited vehicle
scrappage policy would
T
help in curbing air pollution,
reducing fuel consumption and
curtailing fatalities in road
accidents, while generating
demand for new vehicles in the
country amid the coronavirus
pandemic, industry sources
said.
The proposed scrappage
policy requires support from
both the central and state governments, an industry source
said. The governments at both
levels would need to come
together to make this programme successful by providing fiscal incentives for fleet
modernisation, another industry source added.
An incentive based mech-

anism will make the scheme
lucrative and encourage people
to scrap their old vehicles and
replace them with new ones, he
added.
When contacted over the
matter, SIAM President Rajan
Wadhera told PTI that the
industry body has been engaging with the Government of
India, requesting for an incentive-based scrappage policy
with monetary incentives in the
form of 50 per cent rebate in
GST, road tax and registration
charges.
Similarly, SIAM Director
General Rajesh Menon said an
incentive based policy will help
in mitigating pollution,
improving road safety and conserving fuel.
“And more importantly in
the current context of impact

of COVID 19 on the Indian
auto sector, also could kickstart
demand,” he added.
A vehicle scrappage policy is in the works for some time
now. The policy aims to put a
cap on the life of vehicles in
terms of years run.
Last week, Union Minister
Nitin Gadkari had said
that the scheme is likely to be
finalised soon to boost the
automobile sector.
The proposed policy once
approved, will be applicable on
all vehicles including two and
three-wheelers.
Earlier, the policy was sent
for a fresh round of consultation with stakeholders on the
direction of the Prime
Minister’s Office. Gadakri had
earlier said that once the policy is approved.
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t a time when the spread of
COVID-19 has made
A
social distancing a buzzword,
banks have increased their
reliance on social media to
engage with their customers - may it be for disseminating
information or for dispelling
their boredom.
The Government imposed
a 21-day countrywide lockdown beginning March 25 to
check the spread of coron-

avirus, and extended it twice,
prompting business entities
including banks to get innovative on social media. Among
the noteworthy initiatives by
banks during the lockdown,
HDFC Bank came out with a
scheme to help its customers
find their hidden artistic talent.
“Tired of staying home
and having nothing to do?
HDFC Bank Fingage presents
The Art Project, to give you a
#BreakFromBoredom! Unlock
your creativity during the lock-

down & stand a chance to win
exciting prizes!,” tweeted the
bank, trying to engage its customers during the lockdown.
Punjab National Bank (PNB)
has come up with a contest on
the Mother’s Day with a catchy
slogan, “For her, you will always
remain a child.” Since the lockdown has made online banking
more vulnerable to fraudsters,
several banks are regularly
warning their customers
against possible frauds.
“Beware of fraudsters who

pose as bank officials and scam
people by gaining remote
access to their mobile phone
screens through an app. Inform
us when you identify a scamster
through
e-mail:
epg.Cms@sbi.Co.In
&
report.Phishing@sbi.Co.In,”
tweeted SBI.
Similar warnings were
issued by a few other lenders.
“Fraudsters find new ways
to target innocent people. And
this time, they are targeting
through banking and other

payments apps to steal your
hard-earned money. Be careful
and keep following the
#PNBKaFunda to learn the
ways to avoid them,” PNB
tweeted. Another public sector
major Canara Bank warned its
customers in a tweet, “Don’t get
hooked by #Phishing! Always
check before you click on any
links. Be cautious about opening any attachments or downloading files received via
email/sms , if source is
unknown.”

A few banks have also
come up with ‘lockdown offers’
for their customers.
HDFC Bank offered discount on purchase of jewellery
on Akshaya Tritya with a
promise that part of the money
would go to PM Cares Fund.
“This Akshaya Tritya, buy
jewellery from the safety of
your home, with HDFC Bank
Credit Cards! With every purchase above Rs.10,000, we will
contribute Rs. 100 to the PM
Cares Fund and you earn 5X

Reward Points,” HDFC Bank
tweeted. Union Bank of India
has offered discount on purchase of medicine.”In this difficult time, it’s easy to save some
cash on your pharmacy bill.
Just use #UnionBankofIndia
cards at your nearest Apollo
Pharmacy Store to get up to
15% off,” UBI said in a tweet.
SBI gave a similar offer to
its customers: “Get a health
check from the comfort of
your home with Apollo 24/7.
Earn great discounts on key lab

tests via YONO SBI app.” Some
banks are telling customers
how they are tweaking services
to suit the times. Union Bank
of India informed its customers
that for the time being there
would be no charge on withdrawal of funds from ATMs of
other banks.
“To ease the lockdown
burden, Debit card ATM withdrawals from any other bank
ATMs will be free of charge till
30th June 2020,” the bank said
in a tweet.
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YUse chemical disinfectants

erms could be anywhere —
on the surfaces, in the air
G
and around us. Every time people cough, sneeze, shake hands,
touch or spit, it is likely for germs
to spread more. Clothes can be
one of the biggest carriers of
germs. Therefore, especially in
this Coronavirus-hit world, it is
important to take necessary precautions by implementing safe
practices and an integral part of
it is disinfection of clothes. Here
are simple tips on keeping your
clothes germ and allergen free.
YWash clothes with hot water

Hot water helps remove
germs from the clothes. Washing
clothes in hot water at 55-60

degrees not only cleans clothes
better but also helps them get rid
of being potential hosts for bacteria. Washing machines with inbuilt heaters are beneficial in this

case and are equipped to give
customised care for clothes with
the help of various multiple hot
water modes like warm, hot,
allergen-free, etc.

If the material is not resistant to high temperatures,
chemical disinfectants can be
used. Soak and disinfect the
clothes with chlorine containing
bleach. Turn the clothes inside
out to reduce the chances of
abrasion.
Well this comes with a disclaimer — use laundry detergent
and bleach with the help of a
dispenser. Chlorine bleach
should never be poured directly onto clothes in a sink or washer because it can remove colour
completely and dissolve the
fibres. Either add the bleach to
an automatic dispenser or into
the washer water before adding
the load of laundry.

YAlways clean your washers

It is important to clean your
washers occasionally as germs,
bacteria and dirt can get accumulated at the bottom of the
machine giving away foul odour.
In case you are using the latest
washing machine models, they
are pre-programmed to automatically clean off all the impurities left on the inner walls of
the tub at the time of spin during every wash cycle. If not,
always run your washing
machine with a cleaner to
remove any contaminants after
every few washes.
YDry clothes in the machine

dryer
Washer dryers are designed
to remove moisture from wet
clothes as damp clothes can
become a breeding ground for

germs. Therefore, ensure you
run a dry cycle of clothes in the
washing machine to aid efficient
cleaning. New washing
machines have multiple levels of
drying options to take care of
different fabric types.
YSteam clean clothes

Steam cleaning clothes can
also help remove bacteria from
your clothes. It provides a gentle finish to them and acts as a
trusted sanitiser. Realising the
benefits of steam cleaning, it is
the latest feature in washing
machines with SteamCare technology that helps remove up to
99 per cent bacteria and allergens, ensuring clean and fresh
clothes each time.
(The article is written on
behalf of Whirlpool, India.)
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Souza had a nostalgic connection
with Goa. He thought of its many characteristics woven through his own
memories. It seemed like a communion
with his past. This is explained best by
MA Couto.
“The first 12 years of an artist’s life
are perhaps the seedbed of his creative
life. In case of Souza, this influence may
be summarised as living rural Catholic
life as experienced in daily companionship with his grandmother. Her influence along with the vitality of folklore
gave him a sense of the animistic and
spirit ridden atmosphere of fields and
home. The ritual symbols of cross, monstrance, ciborium, on a platform that
resembles the Judaic Ark of The
Covenant, but with surfaces which are
distinctly Goan, are frequently found in
Souza’s paintings and represent the
passion and dread of a heretic creed
seeking legitimacy and acceptance.”
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remember the smell of incense and the
enormous crucifix became a permanent
imprint. I would kneel and pray for
hours. When the Sacristan came around
with the collection plate, I would drop
on it with great satisfaction, the large
copper coin was given to me by my
grandmother. I felt I had paid an
installment for the salvation of my soul.
My reason for loving hymns is different from yours. You believe in God, I
laugh at the Gods! I consider nature the
higher God!”
Today, it is his paintings of churches priests and the eucharist table that sell
in millions at auctions. From the symbolism of the priests, he created a riveting series. In a world torn by the
Coronavirus, nature seems to swing
Souza’s way!

rancis Newton Souza, founding
member of The Progressives,
would have turned 96 last month.
As the world fights the COVID-19 pandemic, it is good to look at two of his
works that define his brilliance in conception and composition — Family and
Golgotha at Goa. Multi-layered, filled
with dynamism, and brutally humanistic, Souza never stopped experimenting
throughout his six-decade career, perpetually seeking new modes and languages of painterly expression.
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In Delhi of 1998, he walked into the
Church of Redemption in Viceroy’s
estate to attend the Christmas concert
of the city’s oldest choir, the Delhi
Christian Chorus. Dressed in a black
suit and scarlet tie, he sat on the first
chair in the front row, agog, his mind
in tune. After listening to the solo, O little Town of Bethlehem, he picked out his
handkerchief and wiped a tear. At dinner, after the concert, he told this critic.
“I didn’t care for the dogmas of the
church but I admired the grand architecture and the ritual splendour of the
Holy Eucharist. As a young boy, I
would watch the niches and grand vest-

278;37>>3<4<>A84B

ments of the priests. As the hymns
would waft across, my eyes would be
transfixed on the wooden saints painted with gold and bright colours, I

Souza always spoke about his
upbringing as a strict Catholic. The
impact that this had upon the artist and
the subject matter of his paintings is well
known. His criticism of the church,
clergy and the corruption of the priests,
whom he created as many ‘Heads’ is not
just symbolic but prophetic and mesmerising. His many paintings and
drawings with religious Catholic con-

tent speak volumes about his deeper
understanding of subject and politics of
the church. We can sense his contemptuous and anti-clerical stances regarding the Catholic church and this reflected an unmistakable presence of religion
in his life and his art.
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It was during this period in 1946
that the revolutionary Souza painted the
magnificent work, Family. This work
done in impasto is one of his most seminal works. Painted in 1946, the year
before India became independent, it
represents a significant point of inflection in the definition and evolution of
modern Indian art.
We could think of the idiom of
social realism very much like the
Mexican Revolutionaries as well as
German Expressionist artists.
In the painting, a poor, humble family of four sits in a tiny room. This single room is evocative in the many things
it tells us. Treatment of composition and
colour makes it a painting of stunning
splendour both in tonality and contours
of the subject. The rustic image at once
has Catholic symbolism in the rosary
worn by the woman and the Madonna
on the wall.
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In that context, Golgotha in Goa,
presented in the Sotheby’s Sale, was a
powerful testimony to his brilliance. In
this early and important work, Souza
adopted the formal composition from
the altar at Golgotha, Jerusalem — the
place where Jesus was crucified. When
one views the image of the altar at the
Church of the Holy Sepulchre that was
built at Golgotha, it is apparent that
Souza has taken this imagery as inspiration for this painting.
Three large sconces envelop the
altar at Golgotha and gold squares, containing icons and paintings, make up the
background — all perfectly mirrored in
this painting, titled Golgotha in Goa.
This designation suggests to the viewer that this painted scene is actually in
Goa but is a reflection of Golgotha
nonetheless. Goa was at the time a
Portuguese colony, where Catholicism
was the main religion so it is very likely that elements from the altar at
Golgotha were also incorporated in
churches of Goa.
This vivid arrangement forms part
of Souza’s iconic and extensive series of
paintings, where he explored the theme
of religious suffering that was so central in his childhood. His early works in
particular were characterised by the
deliberate use of powerful impasto.
Bold expressionist brushstrokes
done in the impasto style add texture
and create islands of abstraction. Bright
blocks of colour pop out from these
dark and deep recesses, producing a
mosaic-like effect.
Souza evokes the imagery and textural tones of stained glass windows
done in the Portuguese style of traditional stained glass windows of old
churches in Goa. In life and thereafter,
he belongs to his beautiful hometown,
Goa.
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istracted driving puts not
only drivers on the road at
D
risk but also passengers, cyclists
and pedestrians. In 2018, it led to
the deaths of 2,841 people, according to the most current data from
the National Highway Traffic
Safety Administration.
Holding a phone and texting
are two of the most common causes, but eating, changing the radio
or anything else that causes you to
lose focus on the task of driving
can also be considered a distraction. The problem is so widespread that NHTSA and the
Centers for Disease Control have
addressed the issue on their websites.
Automakers and technology
companies are coming out with
features aimed at reducing injuries
and deaths related to distracted
driving. Edmunds experts have
selected five new car technologies
designed to reduce distraction and
help make you a safer driver.
DRIVER MONITORING SYSTEMS
This is one of the latest technologies to start appearing in
cars. BMW, Subaru and other
automakers have installed cameras
and sensors inside vehicles that
use facial recognition technology
to identify signs of driver distraction or fatigue. Some can measure
head and eye movements to make
sure your eyes are up and on the
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road ahead. The car will then notify you to pay more attention if
necessary.
For cars with advanced cruise
control systems, there are sensors
to make sure your hands are still
on the steering wheel and cameras
watching your face. Some systems
will put the control back in your
hands if you start to look down at
your phone or don’t keep your
hands on the wheel.
A slightly older variation of
this tech are the drowsiness metres
found on vehicles from Honda,
Mercedes-Benz and Volvo. These
systems use steering inputs to
determine whether a driver is getting sleepy. Notifications often
take the form of a coffee cup in the
in-dash digital display to suggest
the driver stop for a break. These
systems won’t steer the car or lock
out controls but they can serve as
a reminder to pay more attention.
More advanced systems can link
to a car’s navigation and suggest
rest stops along the route.
LANE DEPARTURE WARNINGS
As any driving instructor will

lights in the instrument cluster, a
pop-up notification in a gauge
cluster display or even a rumble
in your seat.
LANE KEEPING ASSIST
Often used as a companion to
lane departure warning, lane
keeping assist takes the extra
step of recentering the vehicle by
applying light steering correction,
though it’s not what you should
consider self-driving. You may
feel a light tug as the wheel turns
slightly in your hand, recentering
the car in its lane. If you have
cruise control activated, lane
keeping assist may deactivate
cruise, forcing you to take more
control of the car. These systems
are found in late-model vehicles
from BMW, Cadillac, Honda and
more.
tell you, our hands tend to follow
our eyes, and if you’re looking at
the scenery or down at your
phone, it can be easy to wander
out of your lane without noticing.
That’s why lane-departure warning systems are becoming more
common in new vehicles.

Essentially, these systems use
sensors to keep track of where the
vehicle is within its lane. If a system detects that the vehicle is
straying across lane lines, it will
issue a warning to the driver. The
functionality varies from vehicle
to vehicle but common alerts are

ANDROID AUTO AND APPLE
CARPLAY
These two smartphone integration systems come in nearly
every new vehicle on sale today.
When you connect your Android
or Apple phone to the vehicle, the

system will display many of your
smartphone’s apps in your car’s
infotainment system.
While these systems may
seem like another distraction,
Android Auto and Apple CarPlay
can be beneficial. They provide a
reliable voice control that can read
out and reply to text messages, use
navigation apps on your phone
and allow you to communicate
without looking at your phone.
They can also prevent the phone
from being used by locking out
certain functions, including the
on-screen keyboard on Android
phones.
LOCKING OUT CONTROLS
Many vehicles from Mazda,
Toyota and Volkswagen still use
this older anti-distraction method
today. These cars will partially
lock out controls for an onscreen keyboard while the car is
moving so you can’t type in an
address, for example. But these
functions can still be accessed by
using voice commands. All this is
done to prevent you from looking away from the road and
down at a screen for an extended time.
Edmunds says: Having more
tech in your car might sound like
a cause for distraction but purchasing a vehicle with one or
more of these features can help
you be a more focussed driver.
—AP
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You are expected to take necessary
precautions to avoid contracting the
virus but at same time, the family
member should not feel isolated and
an outcast. It’s time to step up and
defeat the virus together. To express
your support, being with the member
matters the most. A sense of
normalcy provided by other family
members will give immense
psychological support to the affected.

8B784;3

Having close contact with someone
COVID positive will cause great scrutiny from people around; many societies
have not welcomed such families and
asked them to remain in institutional
quarantine. It is traumatic to know that
people are not welcome in their own
homes.
Even if any family welcomes the
affected member, the society often
blames and treats them differently.
This might create a feeling of guilt in
the affected. It is important to be
empathetic towards such family and not
pass on the blame to them. It is time to
reassure them, give them hope and lend
an emotional support. You may also be
required to defend them against other
anxious people of the society who will
rush to imaginative conclusions and
worst outcomes. Communicating calmly will help them come out of this
despair. You are a corona warrior
shielding them from negativity and pessimism.

84=6064

nu, a 32-year old married nurse,
was working regularly as a frontline health worker against
COVID in her ward. In the morning,
she was going through all reports and
attaching the respective files of the
patients. While going through them,
Anu suddenly froze for a moment; one
patient of her ward was COVID positive. She was unable to process and didn’t know how to respond. Anu was not
afraid of contracting infection; she
had faced it all her life and had been
trained for same. But she was worried
about the aftermath of being positive —
home quarantine, reaction of family
members, society and friends and so
much more.
It is easier said than done when one
has to be quarantined (especially at

A

Constantly and actively engaging
with the affected family member gives
much required support to them.
Positive affirmation, reassuring statements, compassionate communication,
empathetic listening and active engagement forms road to mental health
recovery. One may engage with the
affected in innovative ways. It is advised
to play non-contact games, have a conversation around memories of the past,
go through old photo albums and
relive joyous time spent together. One
can also discuss non COVID related
current events. Family that stays together is happy together.
These are various strategies one can
use to help family member cope up with
societal pressure and judgements.
(The author is the head of Medical
Services (Psychiatrist), Mpower-The
Foundation, Mumbai.)

home) after testing positive. Studies
have shown that majority of positive
cases show no or minimal symptoms of
the virus. This has created anxiety
among people and they fear contracting the virus from patients as s/he
would show no symptoms. Home quarantined people feel anxious because of
the reaction and anxiety of people surrounding them. This makes it more difficult to handle. If you are someone
whose family member has tested positive, let us understand how to deal with
societal pressure and judgments.

8BD??>AC

Your family member needs
support as these are challenging
times and they might be feeling
helpless and guilty, to some extent.
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e meet for a memorial service by video conference
W
because that’s how it must be
done these days. It feels strange,
but there also is comfort as I scan
the faces of the many colleagues
who’ve come to celebrate the life
of an editor and friend who succumbed to the Coronavirus.
Among other things, his brother tells us about a magazine
Nick created when they were
kids. He called it “Ha Ha.”
I imagine Nick’s wry smile.
Sometimes, amid unspeakable
sorrow, there are slivers of joy.
I have clung to those
moments, however fleeting, as
this pandemic continues to test
us. A friend, a former war correspondent who’s seen more horror than I could imagine, tells me
that’s how it should be in times
of crisis. Don’t focus only on the
losses, she advises, or you’ll go
crazy.
Obsessing about the story is
a hazard of our trade. Even
though I’ve tried to stop reading
news a few hours before bedtime,

I’m often not sleeping well. I
worry about the families of the
sick and dead, about those who’ve
lost jobs — about the world into
which one member of my own
extended family recently arrived,
with another soon expected.
As a parent, I yank myself

from that rabbit hole often. I look
for respite in the connection
and community we’re managing
to create — at home and often
from a distance — and even
when the technology that makes
some of it possible is wonky or
draining.

I listen to my spouse, a
teacher, taking Chicago school
students on a virtual field trip to
a national park in Alaska.
“Wow, look at that!” “What’s
down there?”
I stop what I’m doing and
absorb this little victory. These

middle-schoolers, not always an
easy crowd, are genuinely giddy
to be doing this, some of them on
Chromebooks provided by their
school so everyone can attend.
Not long after, we get the
news that Illinois schools will not
have in-person classes for the rest

of this school year. Our own
eighth-grader tears up and
retreats to her room. When she
and her sister abruptly left school
several weeks ago, she didn’t
realise it would be her last day in
the classroom with many of the
kids she’s known since preschool.
Somehow, there will be an
eighth-grade graduation or a
party. Or something. “But it
won’t be the same,” she laments.
It’s hard to argue with that.
An hour later, she is in the
kitchen making crepes. Since
she was tiny, she has soothed herself by cooking, as many of us are
doing now.
We awaken to spring snow
— something that I, a northern
Michigan girl, enjoy more than
most. But even I take more pleasure in the sunny day that follows.
As my family posse bikes
together, I think about those
who live in each home we pass.
White ribbons are tied around a
row of maple, linden and ash
trees as a show of support for
frontline medical workers.
Who else has no choice but
to work outside the home? Who
is sick? Who’s running out of
money? Who’s fallen into the
darkness, and who has stayed
there?
It’s difficult not to feel guilty
about being, at least so far, among
the lucky. But I know Nick would
tell me to count my blessings and
keep moving.
°0?
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this 21st century, men and women are becoming
diet conscious, as a result of which, today we
Iseenextremely
every other individual following some or other kind of
diet pattern, be it the most popular atkins or vegan diet or
the Mediterranean diet. The list goes on and on depending
upon the goals people wish to achieve in terms of their weight
loss and well-being.
In ancient times, people never worried about their dietary
patterns but today one has to match with the ever-changing lifestyle where one always has to look fit and presentable.
For this, there are various kinds of diets, some for losing
weight, others for gaining weight, lowering cholesterol, for
longevity and for healthy life. However, while we are busy
consuming the new trends in our food patterns, none of us
ever thought about a unique diet method — “Spiritual Diet”.
Yes, you heard it right. This is the method that’s being followed since time immemorial and is suited to all seasons.
All of us forget an important fact, that, along with the
general principles of nutrition, appeal and pleasure, food also
has a spiritual component. The spiritual aspects of diet
includes purchase, preparation, acceptance and eating. We
must understand that food that is selected with care, prepared with love, accepted with gratitude and eaten with purity becomes medicine for both,
our soul and the body. When
one cooks food without any
kind of earthly desires or lust,
with pure love for almighty,
then the food will carry a subtle power that energises the soul
and the body. It is very important to be in a good state —
clean, filled with love and in a
state of earthly detachment.
Only then, the food that we prepare will be purified, which in
turn will also purify our body.
As a result, our mind will be free
from wordly desires. Nowadays,
people also avoid eating onions, garlic and heavy dash of
spices which act as unnecessary stimulants for the endocrine
system and thus, destabilise our mind.
Research of the dietary patterns of sages of India reveal
that their approach towards eating was very pure, satvik and
simple as they consumed anything that was available in
nature. This eating pattern was based on two main principles: Not causing suffering to any other living being and not
destabilising the physiological systems affecting digestive, nervous and endocrine systems. That’s why there were only certain types of food that the saints accepted and most importantly, they never over-indulged, nor allowed themselves to
be influenced by the sense of sight, smell and taste. They simply followed the basic equation of “As you eat, so your mind
becomes.” This is the fundamental tenet of a spiritual diet.
Spirituality says that the type and quality of food as well
as the manner of eating, affect the state of our mind directly. That is why food that has been prepared by slaughter of
animals carries a karmic debt that becomes a burden on the
human soul. Likewise, food or drink that have a stimulating effect on the body and food that is consumed under a
state of tension, anxiety, depression, anger or fear carries a
toxic load that gradually results in physical disorders like acidity, body ache, sleeplessness, hypertension, ulcer, arterial
plaques, diabetes and gallstones. So, how does one save oneself from these miseries? The answer is, simply by following spiritual diet, that includes preparing food in a meditative state with feelings of love and detachment simultaneously.
An accurate spiritual diet says that it’s good to accept
food with gratitude and not become too focussed and choosy
unless there are specific health requirements. Undoubtedly,
any diet that aids in good health and awareness about environment is good, but if the person following a strict diet
regime becomes too fanatical and creates stress for self and
others, then the positive benefits of following the diet will
automatically be lost. So the idea should be to lead a life
with balanced diet regime without being too fussy and
spofish.
Another important aspect of satvik food is sharing. Its
always wonderful to share meal with others, because by sharing, we lose our sense of attachment to food and body and
overcome greed. That is why it is often said that a family
that eats together, stays together. The natural sustenance of
food cooked with love is enhanced by the power of pure
vibrations, thereby bringing benefits on a spiritual level. So,
what are you waiting for? Start following the “Spiritual Diet”
by cooking food in remembrance of almighty and by adding
ingredients of love, bliss and power to live a happy, healthy
and blissful life.
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TEAM LACKS COMPLETE FIELDER: KAIF
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he current Indian team has
good fielders but none of them
is a “complete package” like
Yuvraj Singh and he himself, reckons
Mohammed Kaif.
The hero of India’s Natwest victory played more than 100 ODIs, primarily because of his superb fielding.
The superior fielding skills prolonged his career even as his batting
form declined steadily.
Asked about his take on Indian
fielding compared to the times when
Yuvraj Singh would man the point
and he would stand at extra cover,
Kaif outlined the lacking in the current set-up.
“To be a complete package, you
need to be a good catcher, you
should be able to hit the stumps
often, you should be able to run fast,
you should have the right technique to grab a moving
ball,” Kaif said on
YouTube channel
‘SportScreen’
“When we
were playing, me
a n d
Yuvraj

T

made our mark as good fielders.
Today, you will find a lot of good
fielders in the Indian team, but I ‘
think there is anyone who is a complete package as a fielder.
“A person who can catch in the
slips, who can
take a catch
at shortleg,

can field in long-on boundary by
running fast….That package I
think is missing,” said Kaif, who has
always been hailed as one of India’s
best fielders.
The 39-year-old said that
Ravindra Jadeja is becoming better
with age but India’s slip catching has
still left a lot to be desired.
“Ravindra Jadeja is a good
fielder, in fact as he is adding on the
years, his fielding is also improving.
But
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India’s slip fielding isn’t up to
scratch.”
In the debate between Virat
Kohli and Rohit Sharma in white
ball cricket, Kaif said that if he had
to choose between the two had they
been playing for different teams, he
would prefer watching the stylish
Mumbaikar.
“If there are two matches happening in the same city simultaneously and Virat is playing in one
and Rohit in another, then I will
head to the match featuring Rohit
Sharma.
“No doubt, Virat has an outstanding record in Tests and white
ball cricket both, but Rohit has the
elegance, so much time while facing a bowler. He is one batsman
who can smash a bowler without
the bowler even realising that he is
under attack.”
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ormer Pakistan fast bowler
F
Wasim Akram might have
learnt a lot by playing County
cricket, but he feels that someone like Jasprit Bumrah should
give his body ample rest, whenever he can, rather than playing
County cricket if such an opportunity does arise in the future.
Speaking with former India
opener Aakash Chopra on
AakashVani, Akram spoke about
his journey in the County circuit
and also said that times have
changed and the Indian team
plays round the year and it is
important that someone like
Bumrah rests his body so that he
can return to action fresh and
strong.
“Indian players play cricket
round the year. Bumrah is currently India’s top bowler and one
of the best in the world. I would
also have advised him to take rest
(when there is no international
cricket).
“As far as I am concerned, I

used to play six months for
Pakistan and six months for
Lancashire. But due to time
constraints it becomes difficult
in today’s era,” he explained.
Akram, who holds the
record for most Test wickets for
Pakistan, also stated he doesn’t
rate bowlers on their T20 performances but judges them on the
basis of their performances in
the longer formats.
He also urged youngsters to
focus more on first-class cricket in order to make significant
improvements to their game.
“In order to hone their skills
further, young bowlers should
play more first-class cricket,”
Akram said.
“T20 is amazing, good entertainment, fun and there is money
and I'm all for the importance of
money in a sport and for the
players.
“But I don’t judge bowlers on
the basis of their T20 performance. I do that on the basis of
seeing how they fare in longer
formats,” he added.
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Lanka captain Dimuth
Son riKarunaratne
heaped praise
new coach Mickey Arthur on
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ormer Australia captain Ian Chappell has proposed radical changes in the LBW laws, stating that a batsman should be given out leg before
as long as the ball is hitting the stumps irrespective of the spot of its landing and impact.
Chappell also said captains should agree on
one way of working up the ball which will encourage swing bowling, even as the ICC is considering the use of artificial substances to shine the ball
instead of sweat and saliva in post COVID-19 scenario.
“The new lbw law should simply say: ‘Any
delivery that strikes the pad without first hitting
the bat and, in the umpire’s opinion, would go on
to hit the stumps is out regardless of whether or
not a shot is attempted',” he wrote in a column for
ESPNcricinfo.
“Forget where the ball pitches and whether it
strikes the pad outside the line or not; if it's going
to hit the stumps, it’s out.”
The 76-year-old said the change in lbw law
would attract expected criticism from the batsmen
but it would make the game more fair.
“There will be screams of horror - particularly from pampered batsmen - but there are
numerous positives this change would bring to the
game. Most important is fairness.
“If a bowler is prepared to attack the stumps
regularly, the batsman should only be able to protect his wicket with the bat. The pads are there to
save the batsman from injury not dismissal.
“It would also force batsmen to seek an attacking method to combat a wristspinner pitching in
the rough outside the right-hander's leg stump,”
said Chappell.
He cited Sachin Tendulkar's example on how
he negotiated Shane Warne’s round the wicket tactic during the 1997-98 Test series in India.
"Contrast Sachin Tendulkar's aggressive and
successful approach to Shane Warne coming round
the wicket in Chennai in 1997-98 with a batsman
who kicks away deliveries pitching in the rough
and turning in toward the stumps. Which would
you rather watch?
“The current law encourages “pad play” to
balls pitching outside leg while this change
would force them to use their bat. The change
would reward bowlers who attack the stumps and
decrease the need for negative wide deliveries to
a packed off-side field,” he said.
Chappell said his proposed change to the lbw
law would also cut down “frivolous” DRS challenges.
“This change to the lbw law would also simplify umpiring and result in fewer frivolous DRS
challenges. Consequently, it would speed up a
game that has slowed drastically in recent times.
“It would also make four-day Tests an even
more viable proposition as mind-numbing huge
first-innings totals would be virtually non-exis-
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Sunday and stated the team’s aim
is to reach the top four in ICC
rankings for both ODIs and Test
cricket. Arthur took over as Sri
Lanka's head coach on a two-year
contract in December and
Karunaratne said his results
speak for themselves.
“Mickey is a no-nonsense
cool bloke with loads of experi-

would indirectly mean semifinalists to say the least and you are
perhaps two games away from
the plum. There onwards, it’s anybody’s guess and if you do well on
your day you could end up being
World champs,” said the 32-year
old.
Sri Lanka lost a two-Test
series in Pakistan before defeating Zimbabwe at home since
Arthur’s appointment. They are
currently ranked fifth in the format.
In the ODIs, they are eighth

ence to back him and his brand.
At the international level planning and role clarity is a norm.
What is very important is the
belief he has instilled among us
in his own and subtle way. It sure
helped and the results always
speak for itself,” Karunaratne
told Sri Lanka Cricket in a Q&A
session on their official website
cricket.lk.
“Rankings is the key word. I’d
say Sri Lanka needs to be in the
top four of not just ODI cricket,
but Test cricket as well. That

Cricketers will have to live with dangers of COVID-19: Gambhir
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ormer India opener
F
Gautam Gambhir
doesn’t see major changes
in the way cricket is
played in the post
COVID-19 scenario
besides the ban on using

saliva on the ball.
The International
Cricket Council is considering legalisation of the
usage of artificial substances to shine the ball
instead of saliva.
“I don’t think a lot of
rules and regulations will

be changed, you can
probably have an alternate for the usage of saliva - apart from that I
don’t think so many
changes will happen,”
Gambhir told Star Sports.
“Players and everyone else need to live with

this virus; probably they
have to get used to it that
there is a virus and that it
will be around. Players
might end up catching it,
and you got to live with
it.”
Though social distancing is possible in

cricket to a certain extent,
other sports will find it
tougher when sporting
action resumes, said the
southpaw.
“Social distancing
and other rules may not
be easy for any sport to
maintain. You can still

manage to do it with
cricket, but how will you
do it in football, hockey
and other sports as well.
So, I think you just have
to live with it, probably
the sooner you accept it,
the better it is,” Gambhir
said.

Women T20 WC became bigger than tournament itself: Perry
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his year’s T20 World Cup
was a seminal event in the
T
women’s game as it touched a
chord with one and all while
attaining unprecedented
heights in increasing popularity, feels star Australian allrounder Ellyse Perry.
“Personally, it was poor
timing and I would have loved
to have played in the rest of the
tournament, absolutely without a doubt. But at the same
time, it’s not about me,” she
told Cricket Australia website.
“Sometimes I think about

that tournament, and particularly about that final, and I
don’t even think it was about
our team. It was just about the
event, the moment in women’s
cricket that it created was just
absolutely
incredible.
Hopefully, what it does for the
sport has a flow-on effect.”
Perry insisted that it did
not matter who played or who
missed in the final because it
was a huge moment for
women’s cricket.
“And I think that was
something the team was really quick to acknowledge. All
the past players and all the
effort that’s been put into
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ustralia wicket-keeperbatsman Alex Carey said
A
that he can’t wait to join
Delhi Capitals for the 2020
edition of the Indian Premier
League (IPL). Carey was
bought by DC for Rs 2.4
crore at the auction prior to
the 13th edition of the glitzy
T20 league.
“I was really delighted to
have been picked up by the
Delhi Capitals during the IPL
Auction. I was over the moon,
and I couldn’t stop smiling for
24 hours when I heard the
news”, said Carey in an
Instagram Live video chat on
the franchise’s official handle.
Carey revealed he had
met the DC hierarchy earlier

and he also expressed his
excitement over the prospect
of playing in Delhi.
“I was fortunate enough
to have met some of the staff
from the team including our
owner Parth Jindal. All the
people I’ve met are amazing,

and it made me really excited coming over to Delhi, and
playing some cricket,” said the
28-year-old.
“At this moment, I just
want the IPL to get started,
and I can't wait for our team
to build on last season's result.
I believe we have an amazing
group of players in all departments and we will play some
brilliant cricket when we get
the chance,” Carey said.
IPL 2020 was originally
slated to begin from March 29
but due to coronavirus pandemic, the start date was
shifted to April 15. The tournament was subsequently
postponed indefinitely by the
BCCI as a precautionary measure against the spread of the
virus.

developing women’s cricket
over the last little bit, it made
that whole tournament so
much bigger than just the
tournament itself.
“It was more about the
sport and women’s sport in
Australia and around the
world. We all felt like that,
whether you were playing or
not. This was so much bigger
than just one game of cricket
or one innings or one spell of
bowling from any one individual. It was about the moment.”
“And to be part of that and
still be amongst the group
when that was all occurring, I
feel very fortunate. Motty

(Australia’s coach Matthew
Mott) and the Australian staff
could have replaced me with
another player, but they let me
stick around. That was pretty
cool.”
“As soon as our sights were
set on filling the MCG for the
final, it felt like that and it
promised to be that. And was
just about whether it was going
to pan out like that or not.
“As the tournament went
on and even in the lead-up to
it in terms of the interest and
scrutiny on the event, I think
we all knew it was going to be
something. We just didn't know
how big it was going to be.”

but managed to beat West Indies
3-0 in their last series before the
COVID-19 pandemic brought
the world to a standstill.
“The boys and the respective
squads are enjoying their cricket and that makes my job that
much easier,” he said of his role.
“If you like what you are
doing and the environment to do
so is conducive, the balance at
this level of sport becomes that
much more beneficial. I think its
pretty similar to life or managing
a company.”
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he French Tennis Federation (FFT) is
T
considering holding the 2020 French
Open behind closed doors, according to federation President Bernard Giudicelli. The
moving of the Grand Slam to September had
created controversy with a number of players voicing concerns over playing a clay court
tournament in the middle of the hard court
season.
Since the postponement was announced
in March, Wimbledon was cancelled for the
first time since the Second World War while
doubts remain on whether the US Open will
be held.
“We haven’t ruled out any option,”
Guidicelli told the French weekly Journal du
Dimanche.
“Roland Garros is first and foremost a
story of matches and players. There is the tournament taking place in the stadium, and the
tournament on TV screens.
“Millions of viewers around the world are
waiting. Organising it behind closed doors
would allow part of the business model — television rights (which account for more than
a third of the tournament’s revenues) — to go
ahead. This cannot be overlooked.”
“Roland Garros is the driving force of tennis in France, it is what feeds the players in
our ecosystem (260 million euros in revenue,
or 80% of the turnover of the FFT),” he said.

Shafaq banned for six years for involvement for corruption
?C8Q :01D;

Shafaq was
on Sunday handed a sixSyearhafiqullah
ban from all forms of
cricket by the Afghanistan
Cricket Board (ACB) after
the wicket-keeper batsman
accepted his involvement in
corrupt activities during
the
APLT20
and
Bangladesh Premier League
(BPL).
Shafaq accepted four
charges relating to breach of
the ACB Anti-Corruption
Code during the inaugural
edition of the Afghanistan
Premier League T20 in 2018
and the 2019 edition of the
BPL.
“Shafaq was charged
under breach of article 2.1.1

which is directly related to
"fixing or contriving in any
way or otherwise influencing improperly, or being a
party to any agreement or
effort to fix or contrive in
any way" which also
includes deliberate under-

performance,” the ACB said
in a statement.
“The breach of article
2.1.3 relates to “seeking,
accepting, offering or agreeing to accept any bribe or
other Reward to (a) fix or to
contrive in any way or oth-

erwise to influence improperly the result, progress,
conduct or any other aspect
of any Domestic Match …”
The other two charges
relate to failure to report
corrupt approach to the
anti-corruption unit.
The 30-year-old Shafaq
has played in 24 ODIs and
46 T20Is. His last international appearance was in a
T20
game
against
Bangladesh in September,
2019. “Under the provisions of the Code, Mr.
Shafaq chose to admit the
charges levied against him
and agreed to the sanctions
by ACB in lieu of an AntiCorruption Tribunal hearing,” ACB press release stated.

