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NAVIN UPADHYAY B NEW DELHI

n March 27, Daniel Lopez-

Acuna, former director of
healthcare in crisis situation
with the World Health
Organization (WHO) said the
number of people currently
affected by coronavirus is very,
probably “ten times”, higher
than the official confirmed
case, both in Spain and world-
wide.

Nearly two months ago,
when coronavirus spread was
in its midway stages, Lopez-
Acuna’s warning failed to cre-
ate any stir, both in Europe and
elsewhere. After all, a Spanish
citizen was speaking primari-
ly in the context of the Spanish
outbreak. Two months down
the line, the entire world is
haunted by the fear that the
number of actual cases could be
many time more than the
reported ones. The death count
could be equally manifold.

Various studies conducted
across the globe have shown
that only a fraction of the
infection and fatalities are being
detected due to inadequate
testing. This means the num-
ber of people who have been
quarantined is far less than
those out in the streets or fill-
ing up work places and spread-
ing the virus. These undetect-
ed “carriers” may be the single
biggest hurdle in preventing the
spread of coronavirus, more so
in India, where testing has
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GOVT ISSUES SOP FOR
STRANDED INDIANS

New Delhi: The Government on
Sunday issued a Standard
Operating Protocol (SOP) for the
return of Indians stranded
abroad due to the lockdown.

MAN UNLEASHES
COBRA TO KILL WIFE
Kollam: In a chilling plot, a man
allegedly killed his 25-year old
wife by letting a cobra bite her in
her sleep near here early this
month with police cracking it
following suspicions raised by
her family as it was the second
time she suffered a snake attack
in three months.

MIN: NO RELAXATION IN
CONTAINMENT ZONES
New Delhi: Delhi Health Minister
Satyendar Jain on Sunday said
that the Delhi Government has
barricaded the containment
zones and no relaxation has
been given in these areas.

6
MORE THAN A
HEALTH CRISIS

been far less than other equal-
ly affected nations.

Take the case of the United
Kingdom, which has 2,57,154
cases till date. A study by the

researchers at Stanford
University estimated that the
virus kills 1.04 per cent of
affected patients in the United
Kingdom. Since on May 19, the
day the study was published,
the UK had reported 48,417
deaths, it is estimated that the
total infection stood at 4.65
million, nearly 19 times more
than the tally of 2,40,00 cases
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‘ VIRUS PUSHING TIES WITH US
TO BRINK OF ‘COLD WAR’: CHINA

on that day.

Similarly, researchers from
the University of Bonn have
said the number of coron-
avirus infections in Germany
could be 10 times higher than
currently thought.

The researchers tested 900
persons at Gangelt in
Heinsberg district in the west-
ern German state of North
Rhine-Westphalia. The finding
published on May 3 showed
that out of 900 persons from
404 households who were test-
ed, around 15 per cent were
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Actual corona number tenfold!

Only a fraction of cases/fatalities detected for want of adequate tests
worldwide, says former director of WHO’s Health Action in Crises

found infected. This was five-
time higher than the number of
confirmed cases reported offi-
cially by the Robert Koch
Institute.

The infection rate corre-
sponded to fatality rate of 0.37
per cent. If this fatality rate is
applied on a national scale, it
would mean ten-time more
infection than the reported
ones in Germany.

Similarly, way back on
March 24 itself, a top Italian
Government official who head-
ed the agency collating the

Covid-19 data, confirmed that
the number of cases in the
country could be ten-time
higher. “A ratio of one certified
case out of every 10 is credible;”
Angelo Borrelli, the head of the
Civil Protection Agency, told
La Repubblica newspaper.

Let us now take a look at
the US scenario. According to
the Worldometer --- the fore-
most global website that 24x7
tracks down the countrywide
number of new cases and fatal-
ities --- since a large number of
cases are asymptomatic and
that testing is sparse, only a
fraction of the infection is
detected.

“The number of actual
cases is therefore estimated to
be at several multiples above
the number of reported cases.
The number of deaths also
tends to be underestimated, as
some patients are not hospi-
talised and not tested,” it said.

“If we base our calculation
(deaths/cases) on the number
of reported cases (rather than
on the actual ones), we will
greatly overestimate the fatal-
ity rate,” it said.

The Worldometer analysed
the data provided by New York
City, the New York State anti-
body study, and the excess
deaths analysis by the Centre
for Disease Control and
Prevention (CDC) and said
that the number of actual cases
is 10 times the number of con-
firmed cases.
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States allow domestic
flights with conditions

Maha allows only 10% flights from Mumbai

PNS B NEW DELHI/MUMBAI

The States have agreed to
allow a limited number of
domestic flights operations
from Monday with several rid-
ers while West Bengal will
resume flight operation from
May 28, Maharashtra, which
has been unwilling to reopen its
airports for passenger flights
has agreed to allow 25 flights to
and from Mumbai on Monday
instead of proposed 250 flights.
West Bengal will allow flights
from Kolkata and Bagdogra
airports from May 28 instead of
May 25.

The  Tamil Nadu
Government also allowed air
travel but mandates 14 days
home quarantine for passen-
gers and who don't have facil-
ity for home quarantine will be
moved to institutional quar-
antine. According to the
Ministry of Civil Aviation,
Hyderabad airport has agreed
to allow 15 arrivals and 15
departure fights while airports-
Vizag and Vijaywada in
Andhra Pradesh have agreed to
resume flights from May 26.
Meanwhile, pilots and first
officers seem to be concerned
over lack of clarity on
quarantine requirements for
them.

Mabharashtra, Tamil Nadu
and West Bengal are home to
some of the busiest airports in
terms of passenger traffic.

According to Union Civil
Aviation Minister Hardeep
Singh Puri, it has been a long
day of hard negotiations with

India pips Iran to be 10th worst-hit nation

Maha crosses 50K
cases; with 7,111
new cases total in
India at 1,38,536

PNS B NEW DELHI

Maharashtra on Sunday
crossed 50,000-mark,
reporting the highest-single day
coronavirus surge with Mumbai
recording 30,542 cases as States
of Tamil Nadu, Gujarat and
Delhi also followed it with high
spike in their coronavirus
counts. With the addition of
around 7,111 new cases and 156
deaths, the total coronavirus
cases in the country rose to
1,38,536 and death count
crossed 4,000. After today’s
spike India on Sunday pipped
Iran to emerge as the tenth worst
affected country in the world.

Maharashtra led all States
in the count of those infected
by the virus and crossed 50,231
numbers with 3,041 new cases.
The State recorded 58 new
deaths taking the total toll in
the State to 1,635.

Besides Maharashtra,
Tamil Nadu recorded 765 rise
in the cases with total count of

CASES: 1,38.536
DEATHS: 4,024
RECOVERED:
57,692

STATES TOTAL CASES
Maharashtra 50,231
Tamil Nadu 16,277
Gujarat 14,063
Delhi 13,418
Rajasthan 7,028
Madhya Pradesh 6,665
Uttar Pradesh 6,268
West Bengal 3,667
Andhra Padesh 2,780
Bihar 2,574

DEATHS RECOVERED
1,635 14,600
112 8,324
858 6,412
261 6,540
163 3,848
290 3,408
161 3,538
272 1,339
56 1,841
11 653

16,277. With 8 new deaths,
total toll in the State reached
112. Tamil Nadu Capital
Chennai itself has registered
total 10,582 cases with 587 new
cases and with six deaths on
Sunday the toll in the city has
reached at 81.

In view status of coron-
avirus cases in Maharashtra,
Tamil Nadu and West Bengal,
the Governments there have
sought more time to resume
large-scale domestic flight ser-
vices in their respective States
on Monday. West Bengal wit-
nessed spike of 208 cases tak-
ing total number of affected
people in the State to 3,667
with 272 casualties. The State
Capital Kolkata witnessed 52
new cases and total affected in
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Migrants undergo thermal screening after arriving from Bhubaneswar via special

train to reach their native places at Praygraj railway station on Sunday

the city numbered 1,665 with
180 deaths.

Gujarat, among top three
States in the coronavirus count,
recorded a rise of 394 cases tak-

PTI

ing the total number of those
affected with the virus to
14,063 and 29 fresh deaths
taking toll figure in the State to
858. Delhi recorded total of

13,418 cases with 508 new
cases. With 30 new deaths on
Sunday , the National Capital
stood at 261 deaths as on
Sunday. Other States witness-
ing spike in cases include
Karnataka with 130 new cases
taking its count to 2,089 with
total 42 casualties, Bihar with
rise of 117 cases reaching the
count at 2,511 with 11 deaths
as on date.

Rajasthan witnessed 286
new cases with total count at
7,028 and 163 fatalities in the
State, while Madhya Pradesh
recorded 294 new cases for a
tally of 6,665 cases and 290
deaths. Odisha addition of 67
cases took the count of coron-
avirus affected to 1,336 with
seven deaths and Assam in the
North-East recorded six new
cases taking total number of
virus affected people to 353
with four casualties.

Assam Health Minister
Himanta Biswa Sarma had ear-
lier claimed that return of
natives from southern and
western regions of India to the
Northeast region has led to a
sudden rise in Covid-19 posi-
tive cases, especially in Assam.

The Central Government
has claimed that around 50
lakh stranded migrant labour-
ers have reached their homes.

from today; air travel in Bengal from May 28
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A view of ‘Scan & Fly’ kiosk outside T3 departure gate of Indira Gandhi
International Airport in New Delhi on Sunday

various State Governments to
recommence civil aviation
operations. Except Andhra
Pradesh which will start on
May 26 and West Bengal on
May 28, domestic flights will
recommence across the coun-
try from Monday. “For Tamil
Nadu, there will be maximum
25 arrivals in Chennai but
there’s no limit on no. of depar-
tures. For other airports in
Tamil Nadu flights will operate
as in other parts of country;” the
Minister said.

Meanwhile, confusions
prevailed on Sunday as differ-
ent States imposed their own
set of conditions on reopening
airports. Many States like
Mabharashtra, Karnataka, Bihar,
Punjab, Assam, Andhra
Pradesh, West Bengal and
Tamil Nadu were opposed to
opening up of their airports
and have announced their
respective quarantine measures
for passengers arriving at their
airports.

Continued on Page 2

All travellers need
to self-quarantine
for 14 days: Govt

7-day institutional
quarantine for
those arriving
from abroad

PNS B NEW DELHI

The Union Health Ministry
on Sunday issued guide-
lines covering entire gamut of
travelling, including interna-
tional arrivals, domestic flights,
train and bus for inter-State
travel making clear that
asymptomatic domestic pas-
sengers will be allowed to
travel with a further rider that
on arrival they will need to go
for 14-day self-quarantine.

In case of international
arrivals on the resumption of
flights, the travellers will have
to mandatorily check into an
institutional quarantine for
seven days at their own
expense followed by another
seven days of home isolation
while only asymptomatic pas-
sengers will be allowed to
board the flight, train or bus
for inter-State journey.

Specifying guidelines for
the international arrivals, the

Ministry said before boarding,
all the travellers would have to
give an undertaking that they
would stick to the above rule
to ensure least chances of
Covid-19 transmission.

However, exceptions will
be for cases related to those in
distress, pregnancy, death in
family, serious illness and par-
ents accompanied by children
below 10 years of age. They
will be asked to self-isolate at
home for 14 days.

All international passen-
gers arriving would also be
advised to download Aarogya
Setu app on their mobile
devices. At the time of board-
ing the flight or ship, all the
asymptomatic travellers would
be allowed to board after ther-
mal screening. A list of dos and
don’ts would also be provided
along with the ticket by the
agencies they were travelling
with.

Also, self-declaration form
in duplicate shall be filled by
the person in the flight or ship
and a copy of the same will be
given to Health and
Immigration officials present
at the airport/seaport/land-
port

Continued on Page 2

Sadhu killed in Maha
ashram, hardened
criminal arrested

PNS B MUMBAI

In another shocking incident
involving a sadhu from
Karnataka, Shivacharya
Nirvanarudra Pashupatinath
Mabharaj, the founder-spiritual
head of Nirvanji Pashupatinath
Mutt, was found dead in his
bedroom at his ashram in Umri
near here on Sunday morning,
with police stating that robbery
may have been the motive.

Later in the evening, the
Nanded police arrested the
prime suspect behind the Mutt
head and one of his associates.

After killing Pashupatinath
Maharaj’s associate Bhagwan
Shinde, the prime suspect -
identified as one Sainath
Langote — went to the ashram
late on Saturday night.

Finding Maharaj alone
resting in his bedroom at his
Ashram, Langote allegedly
threw chilli powder in his eyes,
blinding him. He took away
769,000, his laptop, other valu-
ables in the bedroom worth
approximately ¥1.50 lakh and
the sadhu’s car keys.

As Maharaj put up some
resistance, Langote overpow-
ered and strangled him. Later,
he dragged the deceased Mutt
head’s body to the latter’s
parked outside and dumped it
into the vehicle’s boot and sped
off from the place. Actingon a
tip-off that the prime accused
had fled to Telangana, the
police traced to a nearby Tanur
village in the neighbouring
State and arrested him.

Continued on Page 2

Brace for scorching heat

RAJESH KUMAR B NEW DELHI

ust a day before Nautapa,
beginning from May 25, the
maximum temperature of
Rajasthan’s Churu and
Ganganagar on Sunday record-
ed 47 degrees Celsius, hottest
in the country. Nautapa is con-
sidered hottest days of the
summer season when the sun
enters into the Rohini
Nakshatra. The next nine days
beginning from Monday, could
be hottest days of the season.
During Rohini Nakshara,
the distance between the sun
and the earth gets reduced
significantly resulting in days
and nights getting hotter than
the rest of summer months
comparatively. During this
period, maximum and mini-
mum temperatures soar up.
According to the India
Meteorological Department
(IMD), the maximum tem-
peratures could soar up to 47

During Rohini Nakshara,
the distance between
the sun and the earth

gets reduced
significantly resulting in
days and nights getting
hotter than the rest of
summer months
comparatively

degrees Celsius while mini-
mum temperature could also
soar up to 25-28 degrees
Celsius in several parts of the
country.

The IMD on Sunday issued
a “red” warning for Delhi,
Punjab, Haryana, Chandigarh
and Rajasthan for the next
two days. The IMD has also
issued an orange warning for
heatwave for east Uttar
Pradesh. This is also for the first
time this summer season that

a red warning has been issued
for heatwave.

According to Kuldeep
Srivastava, the head of IMD’s
Regional Meteorological
Centre, this season, the tem-
peratures did not rise the way
it usually does in North and
Central India because of sig-
nificant rainfall activity during
April that continued till mid-
May. Srivastava said due to dry
north-westerly winds and a
trough between Chhattisgarh
and Tamil Nadu, conditions are
favourable for heatwave to
severe heatwave.

“Heatwave conditions over
some parts with severe heat-
wave over isolated pockets are
very likely over Punjab,
Haryana, Chandigarh, Delhi,
Rajasthan, Uttar Pradesh,
Madhya Pradesh, Vidarbha
and Telnagana during the next
five days,” the IMD said in its
daily bulletin.

Continued on Page 2

A mirage appears on India Gate as mercury soars in the national Capital on Sunday

as Nautapa begins today

Ranjan Dimri | Pioneer
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STANDOFF IN EASTERN LADAKH

No signs of India, China
troops bhacking off

New Delhi: Indian and
Chinese troops appeared head-
ing for a long haul as their tense
standoff in the disputed areas
of Pangong Tso and Galwan
Valley along the Line of Actual
Control in eastern Ladakh
showed no signs of abating
even as efforts to de-escalate
the tension through talks con-
tinued.

In the midst of the flare-
ups, the Indian Army on
Sunday categorically rejected
reports that Indian patrol teams
were detained by Chinese
troops in Eastern Ladakh in the
last few days, but did not pro-
vide any details of the current
situation in the region.

"There has been no deten-
tion of Indian soldiers at the
borders. We categorically deny
this. It only hurts national
interests when media outlets
publish unsubstantiated news,"
the Army said in a statement.

People familiar with the sit-
uation in the region said the
two sides were engaged in try-

ing to resolve the dispute, but
there was no indication of a
positive outcome yet as both
the armies continued to bolster
their positions in disputed
areas of Pangong Tso and
Galwan Valley and Demchok.

The Chinese side has par-
ticularly strengthened its pres-
ence in the Galwan Valley,
erecting around 100 tents in the
last two weeks and bringing in
heavy equipment for con-
struction of bunkers.

The Indian side has con-
veyed its strong objection to
China pitching tents and bring-
ing in heavy equipment during
the meetings between local
commanders of the two armies
last week. There have been
reports of multiple incidents of
transgressions by Chinese
troops in several areas in
Eastern Ladakh and soldiers
from the two sides were
involved in scuffles on at least
two occasions, sources said.
The sources said the Indian
Army has also been increasing

its strength in both Pangong
Tso lake, Galwan Valley and
Demchok. The Indian troops
are also resorting to "aggressive
patrolling” in several sensitive
areas including Demchok and
Daulat Beg Oldji, they said.

The situation in Eastern
Ladakh deteriorated after
around 250 Chinese and Indian
soldiers were engaged in a vio-
lent face-off on the evening of
May 5 which spilled over to the
next day before the two sides
agreed to "disengage" following
a meeting at the level of local
commanders.

Over 100 Indian and
Chinese soldiers were injured
in the violence.

The incident in Pangong
Tso was followed by a similar
incident in North Sikkim on
May 9. India on Thursday said
the Chinese military was hin-
dering normal patrolling by its
troops and asserted that India
has always taken a very respon-
sible approach towards border
management. PTI

Man unleashes
cobra to kill wife in
Kerala, say police

Kollam: In a chilling plot, a
man allegedly killed his 25-year
old wife by letting a cobra bite
her in her sleep near here early
this month with police crack-
ing it following suspicions
raised by her family as it was
the second time she suffered a
snake attack in three months.

Police said after investiga-
tions by the crime branch they
arrested Sooraj, a private bank
employee from Adoor in
Pathanamthitta district, and a
snake-catcher who supplied
the cobra and a Russell's viper,
both highly poisonous, on
charges of killing the woman.

Parents of the woman had
approached the police saying
there was something suspi-
cious about the death of their
daughter on May 7 as barely a
couple of months ago she had
survived a snake bite.

The couple were married
for around two years and some
financial angle was suspected
behind the shocking killing,
police said adding Sooraj had
received 98 sovereigns of gold
jewellery as dowry.

"One guy who provided the
snakes and the husband who
initially attempted to kill his
wife with a poisonous snake
and later succeeded in killing
her in the same manner have
been arrested,” Kollam police
chief K S Hari Sankar told
mediapersons here on Sunday.

Police found digital evi-
dence on the man's mobile
phone using which he had
been watching snake-related
videos on YouTube since the
last three months, apparently to
get trained in handling them,
he said.

Police said Sooraj bought
Russell's viper from Suresh
and on March 2 he attempted
to kill his wife at their house in
Adoor using thesnake.

The woman was hospi-
talised and discharged on April
22 after which she had returned
to her parent's home in Anchal
in Kollam district.

Sooraj once again contact-
ed Suresh and purchased an
Indian cobra and on May 6 night
he had dropped it on his wife
while she was sleeping. ~ PTI

WARANGAL
Police term
workers’ death
‘murder’, arrest 1

WARANGAL: In what could
be regarded as a major break-
through achieved by the
Warangal police, the death of
nine migrant labourers in
Gorrekunta is now confirmed
as murder.

Sanjay kumar Yadav, who is
in the police custody, has
reportedly confessed that he
along with his friends had com-
mitted the crime in the episode.
Yadav is termed as the para-
mour of Busra, the daughter of
the family head, Masud Alam.
Sources said the police would
produce the accused before the
media on Monday. PNS

Uncertainty

Chennai: Uncertainty prevailed
over resumption of domestic
flight services in Tamil Nadu
effective Monday as the state
government, which has opposed
allowing the operations till May
31, was yet to announce its final
decision and notify the Standard
Operating Procedure.

As the nationwide domes-
tic passenger flights are set to
resume after a gap of two
months amid the fourth phase
lockdown, airport sources here
said "We are ready to operate,
the airlines are also ready; but
the state's final nod is awaited."

The state government's nod
signifying concurrence on oper-
ation of flights and the SoP on
handling passengers were being
awaited, they told PTI.

Besides Tamil Nadu,

0oms over resumption of f

Maharashtra and West Bengal
have also opposed allowing
domestic flights in view of the
rising number of coronavirus
cases in these states.

The Tamil Nadu govern-
ment, which had shown incli-
nation recently to allow depar-
tures rather than arrivals was,
however, yet to announce its
final stand and also has to clar-
ify on "quarantine" aspects as
well (in the SOP), the sources
said.

Citing increasing COVID-
19 cases in Tamil Nadu, Chief
Minister K Palaniswami had on
May 11 came out against
resumption of passenger train
and air services till May 31 and
the stand was reiterated later as
well by the government.

The state on Sunday record-

ed eight deaths due to COVID-
19, taking the death toll to 111
while 765 fresh cases saw it's
total infections breaching the
16,000 mark.

Meanwhile, when asked
about an "SoP" that was circu-
lated on the social media for air
passengers arriving in Tamil
Nadu, a senior state government
official said it was "incorrect, not
official." However, the official
did not elaborate if the govern-
ment will notify the SoP and
extend support for passenger
movement.

Officials of the Greater
Chennai Corporation, which
coordinated logistics and quar-
antine of passengers who
arrived here as part of the
Vande Bharat Mission also
declined to comment.

ght operations in TN

"We are ready to coordinate
and work. But the word go has
to come from the state govern-
ment," an official said.

While purported "flight
schedule,” to and from Tamil
Nadu was being shared in
social media, the official said
airport authorities have not
officially communicated about
it to anyone. Adding to the
uncertainty, there were sever-
al comments about resumption
of flights in micro blogging site
Twitter.

While Congress MP
Manickam Tagore tweeted
#Madurai Airport will resume
operations from tomorrow,
DMK MP S Senthilkumar,
replying to a twitter user said
"June first week can expect
operation of flights to TN." PTI
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Tihar reports first case as Assistant
Superintendent tests corona +ve

New Delhi: Tihar Jail report-
ed its first coronavirus case
after a 45-year assistant super-
intendent tested positive for
the infection on Sunday, jail
officials said.

The assistant superinten-
dent, posted at Central Jail No
7, is a resident of Staff
Residential Complex of Tihar
Jail, they said.

Director General (Prisons)
Sandeep Goel said the assistant
superintendent had taken leave
on Friday as he wanted to go
home and meet his family but
he did not show any symptoms.

However, before leaving,
he got himself tested for
Covid-19 on May 22 in

Amrapali Hospital and his
results came positive on
Sunday, he said.

According to the jail offi-
cials, as the official was tested
positive his contact tracing
was done by jail authorities and
it was found that one jail
staffer, who is said to have been
in close contact with the infect-
ed jail staffer, has been tested
for Covid-19 but his results are
awaited and he was sent for
home quarantine.

While five others, includ-
ing two other jail staffers, who
also came in contact, have
been sent on home quarantine
while three inmates have been
kept in an isolation barrack,

senior jail officials said.

As a precautionary mea-
sure, the infected official's nine
neighbours, who also work at
different Delhi jails, have been
asked to quarantine themselves
and not to attend duties even
though none of them came in
contact with him, they said.

All the men are presently
asymptomatic and authorities
will keep a check on their med-
ical condition, they added.

Till date, 18 people from
Rohini Jail have tested positive
for COVID-19 while another
case was also reported from
Mandoli Jail after a deputy
superintendent tested positive
last week. PTI

Quarantined migrants to make space
for Amphan-affected people in Odisha

Kendrapara (Odisha): Cyclone
Amphan may have brought
trails of misery for many, but it
also did pleasantly surprise
some migrant returnees who
were asked to vacate the shel-
ter homes in Odisha and under-
go home quarantine to make
space for the storm-hit people.

Around 2,000 migrants in
the coastal districts of the state
were exempted from the
mandatory institutional quar-
antine after they tested negative
for COVID-19.

"The returnees in temporary
health camps (THCs) were sub-
jected to COVID-19 test. And
those who tested negative were
sent to their respective homes,"
Jagatsinghpur District Collector
Sangram Mohapatra said. "They
were directed to remain under
self isolation for 28 days."

The move was aimed at
vacating some of the temporary
quarantine centres, which have
now doubled up as cyclone
shelters, too, he said.

"Altogether 815 people
quarantined in 39 health camps
were provided with the oppor-
tunity to return home and
maintain self isolation,"
Mohapatra said. "They have

submitted a written undertak-
ing that they would not violate
the isolation norms."

All health camps were
thoroughly sanitised before
converting them into cyclone
shelters, he said.

Nearly 45 lakh people in
Odisha have been adversely
affected by the extremely severe
cyclonic storm Amphan, which
fiercely went past the state
coast and made landfall in
West Bengal's Sunderbans last
Wednesday

At least two lakh people
were evacuated from the vul-
nerable areas of the state ahead
of the landfall. Several people
have also been rendered home-
less by the storm.

In Kendrapara, around 250
migrant workers were sent
home after their COVID-19
tests confirmed that they have
not contacted the infection.

"Eight health camps that
had been housing quarantined
people over the past two
months are now serving as
cyclone shelters. Over 250 have
been asked to maintain self iso-
lation at home," Kendrapara
District Collector Samarth
Verma said. PTI

Nepal army
developing own
track route

Pithoragarh: The Nepalese
army is developing in their ter-
ritory a track route parallel to
the Indian border to reach
their high-altitude villages of
Tinkar and Changru to min-
imise their citizens' depen-
dence on an Indian track route,
said an Indian official.

"The track route to Changru
from Sunsera village of Nepal is
being developed by the Nepalese
army. The route will be used by
residents of high-altitude
Nepalese villages of Tinkar and
Changru who till date used
Indian track routes to migrate to
lower valleys in winter and vice
versa in summer months, " said
SDM Dharchula A K Shukla.

The official added that
there is no tension in the bor-
der area over Nepal Cabinet's
approval of a new map, claim-
ing Kalapani, Limpiadhurs and
Lipulekh within their territory.
¢CThe border is calm and

peaceful and no anti-India
activities have been witnessed
by our intelligence agencies,
who are keeping a strict vigil on
posts at the Indo-Nepal border;”
the SDM said. PTI

only on E-Tender Portal.

Office of Superintending Engine

E-FTOCUTEITNIET
No. 1756/E-Tender/MBD Circle/20-21
1. On behalf of the Governor of UP, tenders for following work are invited by the Superintending Engineer,

Moradabad Circle, PWD Moradabad online on website :
tractors from 28-05-2020 at 10.00 am to 26-06-2020 at 17:00 Hrs. Technical bid /Prequalification of
tenders shall be opened on 27-06-2020 at 12:00 Hrs. in office of undersigned by tender committee
in presence of authorised representatives/bidders who wish to be present. Financial bid of the ten-
ders' who qualify in technical bid shall be opened on date and time as specified by a notice in the
office of undersigned. In case of Government holiday the required process shall be carried out on
next working day. Amount mentioned in column 5 & 7 shall be mandatory deposited by net banking|

A

er, Moradabad Circle, PW.D. Moradabad

Dated : 15/05/2020

Actual corona number...

Sadhu killed...

sons later in the evening, Nanded’s
Superintendent of Police Vijaykumar Magar said

From Page 1
Talking to media per-

from registered con-

UP 151721 Date 22.5.20 fasny=
4qHIET www.upgov.nic.in T Fuear 2|

Rulesfconditions & details of the tender are available at website http://etender.up.nic.in.

(Er. Rajeev Govil)
Superintending Engineer

Moradabad Circle, PWD Moradabad.
For and on behalf of Governor of UP Mob No. 9532377496
Mail ID:-semoradabad13@yahoo.com

DEPARTMENT OF WOMEN AND CHILD DEVELOPMENT
GOVERNMENT OF N.C.T OF DELHI

1st Floor, ISBT Building, Kashmere Gate, Delhi-10006
Advertisement

Department of Women & Child Development. GNCT of Delhi seeks to fill following vacancy on
contractual basis for a period of 1 year for the State Level Centre for Women(SLCW) under
Mabhila Shakti Kendra Scheme (MSK) of Govt, of India, MWCD. The details of positions are as
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According to the analysis,
the New York State conducted
an antibody testing study
showing that 12.3 per cent of
the population in the state

Sl. IJIET- Name of Work Estimated sezu Timeof | Cost orJ cmegncrf ry had Covid-19 antibodies as of
No| RICT cost (Rs. rity | completion tender road _
in Lac) | (Rsin | ofthe work | documen contractor May 1,2020. The_survey devel

Lacs) | (Including | including eligible oped a baseline infection rate

rainy season)| _ GST by testing 15,103 people at gro-

1] 2 3 4 5 § 7 8 cery stores and community

Year 2020-21 Under New C ion Work centers across the state over the

1 [sembhal | CI0 Chitora to Dhaghol via Rejpur oad. 2300 | 1345 | 6Mont | 235400 | A" Road category preceding two weeks. The

2 | Sambhal CI0 Knetapur o Singhpur road. 13700 | 885 | 6Month | 235400 ['W'&'B'Resdcategoy| | study provides a breakdown by

3 | Sambhal | CIO Nagla Khakam to Tharesa Ahmadnagar road. | 127.00 | 835 GMonth | 235400 | "A" & "B" Road category county, race (White 7%, Asian

4 [ Sambhal /0 Chitora to Bujpur Mata Mandr to 1600 | 780 | 6Month | 235400 | "A"A'B' Road category 11.1%, multi/none/other

Visharu JH, School road, 14.4%, Black 17.4%,

Year 2020-21 Under Repair Work Latino/Hispanic 25.4%), and

5 | Sambhal Interlocking and Drin work of Moradabad 18500 | 11.25 & Month 235400 | “A"& "B Road calegory age, among other variables.

Farrul‘iica;:aanddr;i:gi gg:#ﬁ;aiﬂsm I_u 250 19.9 per cent of .the populati_on

6 |Sambhal | Inerocking and Diin work of NH3 30900 | 2145 | GMonh | 235400 | A" Roed categuy of New York City had Covid-
Chandausi Baypass Km 192 320 to 197450 19 antibodies.

Via Chandausi Shahri Abadi Bhag (ODR). With a population of

83,98,748 people in NYC, this
percentage would indicate that
1,671,351 people had been
infected with coronavirus and

had recovered as of May 1 in
New York City. The number of
confirmed cases reported as of
May 1 by New York City was
1,66,883, more than 10 times
less.

As of May 1, New York
City reported 13,156 con-
firmed deaths and 5,126 prob-
able deaths (deaths with Covid-
19 on the death certificate but
no laboratory test performed),
for a total of 18,282 deaths The
CDC on May 11 released its
“Preliminary Estimate of
Excess Mortality During the
Covid-19 Outbreak - New York
City, March 11-May 2, 2020” in
which it calculated an estimate
of actual Covid-19 deaths in
NYC by analysing the “excess
deaths” (defined as “the num-
ber of deaths above expected
seasonal baseline levels, regard-
less of the reported cause of
death”) and found that, in
addition to the confirmed and

probable deaths reported by the
city, there were an estimated
5,293 more deaths to be attrib-
uted.

“After adjusting for the
previous day (May 1), we get
5,148 additional deaths, for a
total of actual deaths of 13,156
confirmed + 5,126 probable +
5,148 additional excess deaths
calculated by CDC = 23,430
actual Covid-19 deaths as of
May 1, 2020 in New York
City; the analysis said.

These studies are pointer to
a grim scenario that could
unfold in weeks and months to
come in the backdrop of the
fact that the countrywide lock-
down has been reduced to a
mere formality after the relax-
ation of norms, major dis-
crepancies have surfaced in
death figures from States, and
millions of hapless migrants are
on the march as “super carri-
ers of corona.”

the accused first killed the sadhu’s associate
Bhagwan Shinde and then went to the ashram
late on Saturday. “After killing Maharaj, the
accused tried to escape using his car parked out-
side the ashram. While driving out of the
Ashram, the car crashed into the main gate of
the ashram causing a huge noise and commo-
tion. The followers of the Swami who were sleep-
ing inside the ashram woke up and tried to catch
the acussed,” Magar said.

“The Swamis followers attempted to stop
Langote. But, the accused managed to escape after
stealing a motorbike in the neighbourhood. He
sped off into the darkness and hours later, the
police found the body of the Swami’s associate
Shinde from a nearby school premises, Magar said.
“We have arrested the prime suspect. We will inter-
rogate him and find out further details of the
crime,” Magar said. Shivacharya Maharaj, who
originally hailed from Karnataka, came to Nanded
more than a decade ago and set up the ashram
which he ran along with a band of followers.

Incidentally, the twin murders, including that
of a sadhu, have taken place in the home district
of senior Congress leader and Cabinet Minister
in the Uddhav Thackeray Government Ashok
Chavan.

States allow
domestic flights
with conditions

From Page 1

Hours after Maharashtra
Chief Minister Uddhav
Thackeray said there should be
“minimum possible domestic
flights from Maharashtra from
May 25 which are purely emer-
gent in nature’, Maharashtra
Cabinet Minister Nawab Malik
announced that beginning
from Monday, the State
Government had allowed 25
flights to and from the
Mumbai.

Echoing similar senti-
ments, West Bengal Chief
Minister Mamata Banerjee has
stated that she will urge the
Centre to postpone the
resumption of domestic flight
services at Kolkata and
Bagdogra airports by a few
days.

follows:

Sl Name of Post No. of Post Remuneration

No. (Consolidated) per
month No.(Rs.)

1 State Project Coordinator 1 52,500/-

2. Specialist Gender 1 36,750/-

3. Research Officer 1 26,250/-

4 Training and Research Officer 1 26,250/-

5 Assistant 1 15,750/-

The terms of references (TORs), essential qualification, experience required, job details
etc., are available on the website of the Department www.wcddel.in. The eligible candidate
may apply online from 27.05.2020 (11:00 AM) through the website of the department or link

at http://cams.wcddel.in.

The last date of closing of online application is 15.06.2020.

After scrutiny of applications the list of eligible candidates will be displayed on the
website. The interview for selection is likely to be held in the month of July 2020. For updates

on this, website of the Department may be visited.
Reservation to SC/ST candidates as pre rule shall be applicable.

The eligible candidate will be invited for interview through E- mail only. No interview letter
will be sent. Candidates are also advised to refer to department's notice board/ website of the
department i.e. www.weddel.in & hitp://cams.weddel.in for dates of interview and any other

update in this regard.

Note - No other mode of application except online shall be entertained by the Department.

DIP/Shabdarth/0045/20-21

Deptt.of Women & Child Development

Sd/-

Director,]l | by the

State/UT

shall be kept under institutional
quarantine for a minimum period of
7 days and will be tested as per the
ICMR protocol. Passengers arriving
through the land borders will also
have to undergo the same protocol
as above, and only those who are
asymptomatic will be enabled to
cross the border into India. The per-
sons will have to file a elf-declara-
tion form in duplicate in the
flight/ship and a copy of the same
will be given to Health and
Immigration officials present at the
airport/ seaport/ Iandport. The form
may also be made available on
Aarogya Setu app.

On Sunday, the Centre also
issued guidelines for domestic air,
train and inter-state bus passengers
making clear that asymptomatic
passengers will be allowed to pro-
ceed to their destination on arrival
but will need to self-quarantine for
14 days.

This comes ahead of domestic
civil aviation set to begin from
Monday, while the Railways will be
running 200 new passenger trains
from 1 June.

The Centre has already allowed
the inter-state movement of pas-
senger vehicles and buses with

All travellers need to self-quarantine...

From Page 1

“The form may also be made
available on Aarogya Setu app.
Suitable precautionary measures
such as environmental sanitation
and disinfection shall be ensured at
the airports as well as within the
flights,” as per the guidelines.

Suitable announcement about
Covid-19 including precautionary
measures to be followed shall be
made at airports/port and in
flights/ship and during transit. While
on board the flight/ ship, required
precautions such as wearing of
masks, environmental hygiene, res-
piratory hygiene, hand hygiene etc.
are to be observed by airline/ ship
staff, crew and all passengers, says the
guidelines. On arrival, thermal
screening would be carried out in
respect of all the passengers by the
Health officials present at the airport/
seaport/ landport while the passen-
gers found to be symptomatic dur-
ing screening shall be immediately
isolated and taken to medical facil-
ity as per health protocol.

The remaining passengers shall
be taken to suitable institutional
quarantine facilities, to be arranged
respective
Governments. These passengers

restrictions and subject to mutual
consent between the states or Union
territories involved.

domestic travellers, dos and don’ts
shall be provided along with tickets
to the travellers by the agencies con-
cerned and all passengers will be
advised to download the Aarogya
Setu app on their mobile devices. All
passengers will have to wear face
covers or masks during boarding and
trav elling. Further, all passengers will
be required to undergo thermal
screening at the point of departure
and only asymptomatic passengers
will be allowed to board the flight,
train or bus with the advice that they
should self-monitor their health for
14 days. Thermal screening will
also take place at the exit point.

tancing will have to be taken at air-
ports/railway stations/ bus terminals
and they shall be also regularly sani-
tised and disinfected.

toms, they will need to inform the
district surveillance officer or the
state/national call centre, according
to the guidelines for domestic trav-
el by air, train and inter-State bus
travel.

According to the guidelines for

Celsius.

Measures to ensure social dis-

plains.
And if they develop any symp-

Brace for scorching
heat as Nautapa
begins today

From Page 1

It added that heatwave conditions in iso-
lated pockets over Chhattisgarh, Odisha,
Gujarat, central Maharashtra and Vidarbha,
coastal Andhra Pradesh, Yanam, Rayalseema
and north interior Karnataka are also likely
during the next 3-4 days.

A heatwave is declared when the maxi-
mum temperature is at least 40 degrees
Celsius and the departure from normal tem-
perature is 4.5 degrees Celsius to 6.4 degrees
For the plains, a heatwave is
declared when the actual maximum tem-
perature is 45 degrees Celsius and severe heat-
wave when it is 47 degrees Celsius or above.

The IMD said relief is only expected after
May 28 as a western disturbance is likely to
bring some rainfall. A western disturbance
is a cyclonic storm that originates in the
Mediterranean and travels across Central
Asia. When it comes in contact with the
Himalayas, it brings rains to the hills and

The IMD issues colour-coded warnings
depending on the intensity of any weather sys-
tem in ascending order - green, yellow, orange
and red. Srivastava said the red warning has
been issued to caution people not to step out
during 1 pm to 5 pm, when the intensity of
the heat is the most.

Although every possible care and caution has been taken to avoid errors or omissions, this publication is being sold on the condition and understanding that information given in this publication is merely for reference and must not be taken as having authority of or binding in any way on the writers, editors, publishers, and printers and sellers who do not owe any responsibility for any
damage or loss to any person, a purchaser of this publication or not for the result of any action taken on the basis of this work. All disputes are subject to the exclusive jurisdiction of competent court and forums in Delhi/New Delhi only. Readers are advised and requested to verify and seek appropriate advice to satisfy themselves about the veracity of any kind of advertisement before
responding to any contents published in this newspaper. The printer, publisher, editor and any employee of the Pioneer Group’s will not be held responsible for any kind of claim made by the advertisers of the products & services and shall not be made responsible for any kind of loss, consequences and further product-related damages on such advertisements.

Printed and published by Chandan Mitra for and on behalf of CMYK Printech Ltd., No. 6, Behind Gulab Bhawan, Bahadur Shah Zafar Marg, New Delhi-110 002, and printed at Jagran Prakashan Ltd, D 210,211 Sector-63, Noida (U.P). Editor: Chandan Mitra. AIR SURCHARGE of ¥ 2.00 East: Calcutta, North:
Leh West: Mumbai & Ahmedabad South: Bangalore & Chennai. Central : Khajuraho, Delhi Telephones: EPABX-40754100, 23755271-74, 9871234271. Lucknow Office: 4th Floor, Sahara Shopping Centre, Faizabad Road, Lucknow-226 016. Telephones: 0522-2346443, 2346444, 2346445.
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Maruti employee Govt directs pvt hospitals with 50 beds to

BJP doing politics on
Covid deaths: AAP

CHANDAN PRAKASH B
NEW DELHI

Aam Aadmi Party national
spokesperson and MLA
Raghav Chadha accused the
BJP of playing politics with the
number of deaths in Delhi due
to Covid-19 even after the
Delhi High Court upheld the
accuracy and sanctity of death
figures published by the Delhi
Government.

Referring High Court
judgment, Raghav said that
the court has concluded that
there is no arbitrariness, dis-
crimination or fabrication of
data.

Hitting out at the BJP,
Chadha demanded an apology
from the party for indulging in
baseless, motivated and mali-
cious campaign. "The Delhi
High Court after hearing both
the sides have come up with a
significant order saying that
these allegations against the
accuracy of the death figures
published by the Delhi gov-
ernment is absolutely base-
less,” he said.

The court further observed
that there is no ground based

on which these allegations are
leveled, he said.

The Delhi High Court has
noted that the ‘Death Audit
Committee’ is a competent
authority comprising of experts
and the data published by the
Delhi Government is free from
any discrimination and free
from any fabrication, he said,
adding that it means that the
data published by the Delhi
government is correct and
accurate and the Delhi high
court has also upheld its sanc-
tity.

"Delhi HC upholds the
sanctity of figures of deaths
published by AAP Govt. It
concludes that there is no arbi-
trariness, discrimination or
fabrication of data. It is shame-

ful that the BJP chose to level
baseless & motivated allega-
tions against AAP even in this
humanitarian crisis," Raghav
tweeted.

Talking about the increas-
ing number of cases in Delhi,
Chadha said that the focus
should be on the number of
deaths due to Covid-19. "The
Delhi Government is working
24X7 to reduce the death rate
and succeeded in keeping the
number of death under control
and in comparison with other
states,” he said.

Chadha further said that
the Government is providing
the best health care to the
people and people are getting
cured and going back home.

The national Capital is far
ahead of other States in recov-
ery rate with 273 people recov-
ered till Saturday midnight
total number of recovered
patients reached 6540. The
recovery rate of Covid-19
patients is now 48.75 per cent
from previous 48.55 per cent.
The national average of recov-
ered patient is 41.29 per cent or
nearly 7.5 per cent less that
Delhi’s average.

tests Covid +ve

PARVESH SHARMA B
GURUGRAM

n employee of the Maruti

Suzuki India Ltd (MSIL) at
Manesar plant tested positive
for coronavirus, an official
spokesman of the company
said on Saturday.

The country’s largest car-
maker, Maruti Suzuki India
(MSI) had re-opened the
Manesar facility earlier this
month after around 50 days of
closure due to coronavirus-
led lockdown.

The said employee had
worked at the plant on May 15
after which his residence came
into a containment zone and he
did not join work thereafter.

He tested positive for the
Covid-19 on May 22.

The Company has
informed the district adminis-
tration about the employee
who has since been admitted to
a hospital and his condition is
said to stable.

"We are providing all med-
ical help and assistance to him
as per government guidelines,"
the spokesperson said in a
statement.

"There may be a possibil-
ity of a second case of infec-

tion that has just been report-
ed. More information is being
sought", the MSIL official
said.

"The company has identi-
fied other employees who are
working in his team. All of
them have been asked to stay
at home quarantine,” he said.

The Manesar plant manu-
factures vehicles such as the
Swift, DZire and Celerio.

Also, the Gurugram dis-
trict on Sunday reported 09
more coronavirus cases in dif-
ferent localities of the city, a
senior health official said.

Gurugram Civil Surgeon JS
Punia said 2 new patients were
reported in Rajendra Park area
which is included in high risk
zone. One case each was
reported from Nai Basti,
Krishna Colony, Rajiv Nagar,
Pataudi, Sector-10A, Sector-
22A and Jharsa.

The city now has 271 pos-
itive cases, including 105 still
admitted in different hospitals.
As many as 166 patients have
been cured and discharged
from hospitals.

Gurugram also registered 2
corona deaths in Sector 54
and Rajendra Park area in the
last 3 days.

? new containment
zones 1n Capital, 41
zones de-contained

STAFF REPORTER M NEW DELHI

that the containment zones have

Positive AAP MLA

on road of recovery,
will donate plasma

With the addition of Hari Nagar
and Rani Bagh, the number of
containment zones in Delhi have gone
up to 87 while 41 zones have been de-
contained. Delhi Health Minister
Satyendar Jain on Sunday said that the
Delhi Government has barricaded the
containment zones and no relaxation
has been given in these areas.

"Whatever containment zones are
there, we are barricading it and no
relaxation from the Government has
been given in these zones," the Minister
said.

"All people must follow three rules.
First, put a face mask when getting out
in public. Second, keep social distanc-
ing. The third is to sanitise hands again
and again. If people follow these three
things, coronavirus can be avoided. If
rules are not followed in any contain-
ment zone, then action will be taken
against them," the Minister added.

On the issue of increase in the
number of containment zones in the
national capital, he said, "Now more
than 500 cases are coming, because of

increased. The doubling rate in Delhi
is 13 days."

On being asked about the com-
munity spread, Jain said that institu-
tions like the Central government,
experts and ICMR can tell about this
subject much better because there is a
very thin line between the communi-
ty spread and local speed. The Central
government can give better informa-
tion, he said.

Importantly, Delhi Government’s
Death Audit Committee given a clean
chit by Delhi High Court on account
of no fabrication of COVID death data.

Deputy Chief Minister Manish
Sisodia tweeted ;’T am glad that hon-
ourable Delhi High Court has put an
end to ugly politics being played by
some opposition leaders on such a sen-
sitive issue. Delhi govt. is providing cor-
rect figures related to Corona everyday
to the people”

Meanwhile, Delhi reported 508
fresh novel corona virus case with this
total number of cases 13418 till Sunday
evening with 261 fatalities while 6540
cases recovered.

STAFF REPORTER M NEW DELHI

Days after being tested positive for
coronavirus, AAP MLA Vishesh
Ravi is now on the road to recovery and
has been tested negative on May 23. He
will also donate plasma for the treat-
ment of other Covid positive patients.

The Karol Bagh MLA had been
actively involved in Covid relief work in
his constituency and had noticed symp-
toms, after which he was tested positive
on May 1. He had tweeted, "Thad a fever
from last one or two days, as per doc-
tor’s advice I went for Covid-19 test. The
report on Friday said I have tested pos-
itive. With god’s blessings, the health is
fine but due to mild symptoms, I have
home quarantined myself;” After 22 days
of being in home isolation, he has now
been tested negative.

The MLA said he will also be
donating plasma after being fully recov-
ered for the recovery of other COVID
positive patients. "I want to inform you
all on the twenty-second day of quar-
antine my Corona Test has come neg-

ative. However, I still have a little
cough, so according to the advice given
by the doctor after taking rest for a few
more days, I will be ready to donate
plasma and return back to work," the
MLA tweeted.

Vishesh Ravi had been under home
isolation for the last 22 days. He said,
"The healthcare team of Delhi has
been in regular touch with me for the
last 22 days and has also conducted vis-
its at regular intervals. On the advice of
the doctors and healthcare staff, I had
isolated myself and had been taking all
precautions and a regular diet. It was on
May 22 that the healthcare team con-
ducted my test at my home which came
out to be negative the next day. Once I
recover fully, I will be ready to donate
plasma for the service of the people."

Earlier in the month, Chief Minister
Arvind Kejriwal had stated that plasma
therapy had yielded positive and
encouraging results in Delhi. He had
also urged those who have recovered
from the disease, to donate blood for
plasma therapy.
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CM condoles
death of
pulmonologist
Dr JN Pande

AN\
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Delhi Chief Minister Arvind
Kejriwal on Sunday con-
doled the demise of former
ATIMS faculty Dr JN Pande
who died of coronavirus on
Saturday.

Dr Pande had tested posi-
tive for Covid-19 earlier this
week, died at his residence on
Saturday at the age of 79.

"Heartfelt condolences to
AP | Dr Pande's family. He retired

80% Shramik trains head to UP. Bihar

from ATIMS after a long service
but continued to work in
another hospital until his
unfortunate demise this week
due to coronavirus. Delhi
salutes you sir. RIP," Kejriwal

STAFF REPORTER M NEW DELHI

At least 80 per cent of 2,813
Shramik Special trains run
by the Indian Railways are
destined for various destina-
tions in Uttar Pradesh and
Bihar till May 24.

Railways said nearly 60
per cent trains, originated from
Gujarat, Maharashtra and
Punjab, are mainly destined for
Uttar Pradesh and Bihar. "Most
of the destinations in UP are
around Lucknow and
Gorakhpur, and in Bihar
around Patna. Of the 565 trains
on run since yesterday, 266
were going to Bihar and 172 to
Uttar Pradesh," railways said.

Convergence of trains to
these destinations caused con-
gestion in the network. Further,
increased time taken in de-

boarding of passengers due to
the various health and social
distancing protocols at the sta-
tions is leading to congestion at
terminals which further affects
network congestion.

To ease the congestion few
trains were diverted via
Mathura, Tharsuguda. Further,
route rationalisation order has
been issued to avoid congestion
on routes with heavy traffic.
Round the clock monitoring at
Railway Board level, Zonal
Railway level and Divisional
level is being done to ensure

that trains are not delayed.

The train running staff
have also been sensitised to
ensure punctual running of
Shramik spl trains. With these
efforts, the congestion position
has eased considerably and the
mobility of trains has drasti-
cally improved.

The train running staff
have also been sensitised to
ensure punctual running of
Shramik special trains. With
these efforts, the congestion
position has eased considerably
and the mobility of trains has
drastically improved.

Due to the surge in east
bound trains leading to net-
work congestion, trains got
delayed and this affected the
meals distribution schedule.
IRCTC and Railways have
mobilized resources to ensure

regular supply of meals and
water to the Shramik Special
trains and minimize inconve-
nience to the passengers.

Indian Railways has run
more than 2813 Shramik
Special trains, carrying over 37
lakh passengers, till 10 am of
May 24. Nearly 60 per cent
trains originated from Gujarat,
Maharashtra and Punjab and
are majorly destined for Uttar
Pradesh and Bihar. 80 per cent
of total Shramik Special trains
are destined for various desti-
nations in Uttar Pradesh and
Bihar (1301 for U.P. and 973 for
Bihar). Most of the destinations
in U.P are around Lucknow -
Gorakhpur sector and in Bihar
around Patna. Of 565 trains on
run since Saturday, 266 were
going to Bihar and 172 to
Uttar Pradesh.

said in a tweet.

Pande, a pulmonologist
and former head of the
Department of Medicine at
All India Institute of Medical
Sciences (AIIMS) here, had
tested positive on Tuesday. He
died at his residence with mild
symptoms.

Dr Pande and his wife test-
ed positive for the infection on
Tuesday with mild symptoms
and they decided to remain in
home isolation, according to a
senior AIIMS doctor.

But his wife was shifted to
the AIIMS hospital on
Saturday. After his retirement
in 2003, Dr Pande joined the
Sitaram Bhartia Institute of
Science and Research and
worked there as a senior con-
sultant in the Respiratory
Medicine department.

reserve 20% of total capacity for virus patients

New Delhi: The Delhi
Government has directed pri-
vate hospitals and nursing
homes with a capacity of 50
beds or more to reserve 20 per-
cent of their total bed strength
for coronavirus patients, Health
Minister Satyendar Jain said on
Sunday.

Ten private hospitals have
been declared as Covid-19 ded-
icated hospitals for admitting
confirmed/ suspected cases of
coronavirus on payment basis.

"It has been found that in
the recent past the majority of
beds earmarked for Covid-19
patients in the dedicated private
hospitals are occupied at any

given time. Therefore, there is
aneed to increase the number
of beds dedicated for Covid-19
patients in the private hospitals
in the city," an order issued by
the Government said on
Sunday.

To increase the bed capac-
ity for Covid-19 patients, all
117 nursing homes/private hos-
pitals having bed strength of 50
beds or more are directed to
reserve/ earmark at least 20 per
cent of their total bed strength
for Covid-19 patients, it added.

"The Delhi Govt felt an
imperative need to increase
the no. Of beds, dedicated to
Covid-19 patients. Hence, all

117 pvt hospitals/nursing
homes with a capacity of 50
beds or more, have been direct-
ed to reserve 20 per cent of their
total bed strength for Covid-19
patients," Jain tweeted.

These 117 private hospitals
shall bill the Covid-19 patients
as per their respective schedule
of charges, the order said.

"However, the billing for
non-Covid patients admitted
on extra beds shall not be
more than 50 per cent of the
lowest economy category of the
hospital concerned as per ear-
lier practise during upsurge of
cases of vector borne diseases,"
it added. PTI

Govt directs liquor shops
to ensure sale of alcohol
through proper scanning

STAFF REPORTER M NEW DELHI

After excise department
observed liquor being sold
at vends was not being properly
scanned, the Delhi
Government directed State-
run liquor shops in the nation-
al Capital to ensure 100 per
cent sale of alcohol through
proper scanning.

The excise department
issued the directive after
observing that only 10 to 15 per
cent of liquor being sold at
vends was being scanned,which
was a blatant violation of the
order.

In the direction to the four
state-run corporations, the
department said this practice is
likely to result in the submis-
sion of "inaccurate daily sales"
information sought by Deputy
Chief Minister Manish Sisodia
after imposition of 70 per cent
'Special Corona Fee' on the
MRP of each bottle and also
creation of Monthly Stock
Record (MSR) gap.

Also, complaints of over-
charging from the customers

are being received at various
levels, it said.

Recently, the government
ordered reopening of 66 private
liquor stores that sell foreign
and Indian-made foreign
liquor in the capital.

This was in addition to
about 172 shops, run by gov-
ernment agencies, which were
allowed to operate from May 4.
Another 300-odd government-
run liquor stores spread across
the city will reopen soon.

Of 863 liquor shops in
Delhi, 475 are run by four gov-
ernment corporations — Delhi
State  Industrial  and
Infrastructure Development
Corporation, Delhi Tourism
and Transportation
Development Corporation,
Delhi State Civil Supplies
Corporation and Delhi
Consumer's Cooperative
Wholesale Store — while 389 are
owned by private individuals.

Of these 389, about 150 are
located in shopping malls and
not allowed to open during the
fourth phase of lockdown
which ends on May 31.

3 healthcare
workers of
SDMC test +ve

e

STAFF REPORTER B NEW DELHI

hree healthcare workers of

South Delhi Municipal
Corporation have tested posi-
tive for coronavirus on Sunday.
Following it, the civic body has
conducted test of 35 other staff
and report is still awaited.

A senior SDMC official
said that three confirmed cases
of Dr Bhomik, Ankit and Ranjit
reported. “All were deputed at
SDMC’s Mehrauli health cen-
tre and found corona positive
on Saturday;” he said.

The official further said
that Dr Bhomik is admitted in
Safdarjung hospital while Ankit
and Ranjit are home quaran-
tined. “Covid-19 test of other
35 staff of the Mehrauli public
health centre was also con-
ducted and report still awaited,”
he added.

Disinfection drive was also
carried out at the centre, he said.

PTI

Criminal carrying I50K bounty held

STAFF REPORTER W
NEW DELHI

The Delhi Police's Special
Cell has arrested a man
who was carrying a reward of
%50,000 for a case of armed
robbery and attempt to murder
was absconding since last 10
months after jumping parole.
The accused identified as
Mohammad Israel (49), son of
Sahabuddin of village Samana,
Ghaziabad, has assumed a new
identity in the name of Ajay
Bidhuri to hoodwink the
police. Israel was a member of
infamous biker gang of 2008
led by Om Prakash and was
previously found involved in
more than 20 henious cases.
According to Pramod
Singh Kushwaha, the Deputy
Commissioner of Police
(DCP), Special Cell), Israel

had jumped parole in July,
2019 and was now planning to
commit armed robbery in
Delhi-NCR during lockdown
period.

"Police received specific
information about his move-
ments and a team was
deployed at MP Road from
where he was arrested on
Saturday night. At about 7
pm, he was spotted arriving on
a motorcycle near Kaya Maya
hospital, MB road. Seeing
police, he whipped out his
pistol and threatened to fire.
When asked to surrender, he
fired a shot towards police. In
self defense, even police team
fired in the area but no one was
hurt. Later, Israel was over-
powered and disarmed," said
the DCP.

"One single shot pistol
with three live cartridges and

a bike was recovered from
him at the time of his arrest.
Being an active member of a
biker gang led by Om Prakash
in 2008, during that year,
members of this gang com-
mitted several sensational
armed robberies creating fear
among traders, shopkeepers
and citizens in Delhi," the
DCP said.

"Om Prakash and his asso-
ciate Rajesh died in an
exchange of fire with Delhi
Police on August 25, 2008 but
Israel managed escaped but he
was subsequently arrested,"
said the DCP.

"Israel was convicted in
four cases. He was facing trial
in other cases and remained in
jail since then upto June 2019,
but was released on parole and
has been absconding since
then," the DCP added.

Muslim clerics in city urge people to follow
lockdown norms while celebrating Eid

New Delhi: Prominent
Muslim clerics in Delhi said
the moon was sighted on
Sunday and appealed to peo-
ple to celebrate Eid-ul-Fitr on
Monday adhering to social
distancing and lockdown
norms in view of the coron-
avirus pandemic.

Shahi Imam of Fatehpuri
Masjid Mufti Mukarram
Ahmed said the moon was
sighted and Eid will be cele-
brated on Monday, marking
end of holy month of Ramzan.

Jama Masjid Shahi Imam

Syed Ahmed Bukhari appealed
people to celebrate Eid with
simplicity and help poor peo-
ple and their neighbours dur-
ing the pandemic crisis.

"Due to the coronavirus
Eid Namaz can not be held as
per tradition but people need
to realise that the virus can be
defeated only by taking pre-
cautions," he said.

The mosques in the city
have been closed down due to
the pandemic and the clerics
have urged people to offer Eid
Namaz at their home.  PTI

Greater Noida
authority to
send migrant
workers home

Greater Noida: For the last sev-
eral days, trains are being run
continuously to take migrant
workers to their home districts.
Even on Monday, 7 more spe-
cial trains will transport work-
ers from Delhi to their homes.
This information was given by
Narendra Bhushan, Chief
Executive Officer, Greater
Noida Industrial Development
Authority.
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Cong seeks probe into
use of ‘poor’ ventilator

PNS B NEW DELHI

The Congress on Sunday
demanded a judicial probe
into the use of a ventilator on
Covid-19 patients in Gujarat
that, it said, has not been
approved by the DCGI. It
alleged the mortality rate was
highest at the hospital where
these machines were installed.
The party alleged that the low
vulnerable quality ventilators
were provided under CSR
funds by the same businessman
who had donated the ¥11-lakh
suit worn by Modi during the
visit of the then US President
Barrack Obama.

The Congress also lashed
out at the Gujarat Government
over the States alleged "sick
healthcare system" and target-
ed Prime Minister Narendra
Modi and Union Home
Minister Amit Shah on the
issue.

The party said almost six
weeks after Dhaman-1 venti-
lators were installed at
Ahmedabad Civil Hospital on
April 4, doctors there sought
more ventilators claiming these
machines did not work on
patients and were not capable.

Congress spokesperson
Pawan Khera alleged the
machines were donated under
CSR funds by a company in
which a Surat-based business-
man, who donated the mono-
grammed suit to Prime
Minister Narendra Modi which
was worn by him during for-
mer US President Barack
Obama’s visit to India, has a
stake.

The Dhaman-1 ventilator
has been developed by Rajkot-
based firm Jyoti CNC which
“donated” 866 of them to the
State Government last month
in view of acute shortage of the
machines, according to senior
Gujarat government official.

A row erupted when the
Ahmedabad Civil Hospital
wrote to the Government, stat-
ing that the ventilators were not
up to the mark, and sought
sophisticated machines.

Khera alleged the Vijay
Rupani government projected
the mechanised AMBU
(Artificial Manual Breathing
Unit) bag as ventilator, “play-
ing with the lives of patients”

O Congress spokesperson Pawan Khera alleged the machines were
donated under CSR funds by a company in which a Surat-based
businessman, who donated the monogrammed suit to Prime Minister
Narendra Modi which was worn by him during former US President
Barack Obama’s visit to India, has a stake

O The Dhaman-1 ventilator has been developed by Rajkot-based firm
Jyoti CNC which “donated” 866 of them to the State Government last
month in view of acute shortage of the machines, according to senior

Gujarat Government official

“Why was Dhaman-1
approved and installed when it
had been tested on just one
patient? Why was Dhaman-1
approved and installed without
a licence by DCGI (Drug
Controller General of India),”
he asked.

“We also want to know if
the PM Cares Fund was used
to buy 5,000 pieces of Dhaman-
1 through HLL Lifecare. All
these answers can only be
found through an indepen-
dent judicial inquiry;” Khera
said.

Training his guns on Chief
Minister Rupani, he asked why
Gujarat had “such shocking
data” on COVID-19 patients as
11 per cent of the total coron-
avirus cases in the country were
in the state, but 22 per cent of
the deaths related to COVID-
19 in the country were from
Guyjarat.

“Why this high mortality?
Why the high mortality in
Ahmedabad in particular?
Why the highest mortality is in
the civil hospital, where these
machines were installed,” he
asked.

He asked why Dhaman-1
was marketed within and out-
side the state as a “ventilator
when it is not a ventilator” The
Congress leader asked why
was Dhaman-1 allowed to be
sold to other states and why
was HLL Lifecare, a PSU,
allowed to order 5,000 pieces.

Congress leader Abhishek
Manu Singhvi said: "Today,
we don't have a healthcare
system (in the state); we have
a sick system. The inefficien-
cy of the Gujarat Government
in handling Covid crisis shows
that it is undermining, under-
confident, and under-achiev-
ing.

"It is my sad duty to bring
to the country"s attention the
deplorable and indefensible

plight of medical and health
facilities in Modi"s home state
and in part of Shah"s con-
stituency (4 assembly seg-
ments of Ahmadabad fall in
Gandhinagar parliamentary
constituency)."

Singhvi, Rajya Sabha
member, said: "We would
respectfully ask the PM, HM,
GOJI, and Gujarat CM -- Are
you even aware of what is hap-
pening in your own home
state? If so, have you ever
intervened, chastised or pun-
ished the Gujarat government
or does the latter have Covid
immunity vaccine because they
belong to the BJP?"

Singhvi said if such pow-
erful people who control the
levers of power were unable to
provide justice on their home
ground to the poor and needy,
what could the rest of India"s
teeming millions expect from
them.

The Congress leader
referred to Gujarat High Court
observations on the "lack of
PPE, shortage of ventilators,
ICUs and isolating wards..."
and "pathetic" conditions at the
Civil Hospital, Ahmedabad.

He said that even the High
Court had observed that state
Health Minister "does not
seem to be aware of what is
going on, nor appears to have
ever visited the hospital".

The party also questioned
why private testing of coron-
avirus suspected cases, even by
authorised private institutions,
was stopped by the Gujarat
government which ordered
that cornan tests can be con-
ducted only at government
hospitals.

Singhvi pointed to "proac-
tive" role of the Bengal
Governor but the "silence” of
the Gujarat Governor on coro-
navirus situtations in their
respective States.

MHA issues revised travel
quidelines for intn’l arrivals,
persons stranded in India
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The Union Home Ministry
on Sunday issued revised
guidelines for the internation-
al arrivals and persons strand-
ed in India for travelling to
their country or having visa to
a particular country. Indians
having visa to a foreign coun-
try would also be allowed to
travel.

The new guidelines are
basically issued for those
stranded in other countries
and wanted to visit India in
medical emergencies or death
of the family members.

The circular issued by
Ministry of Home Affairs
(MHA) said that the expenses
should be borne by the trav-
ellers and the travel list will be
prepared by the concerned
Indian missions.

The passengers must con-
sent to being subjected to the
quarantine norms on arrival, it
said adding that the travellers’
list must be finalized two days
in advance.

“Priority will be given to
compelling cases in distress,
including migrant workers/
labourers who have been laid
off, short term visa holders
faced with expiry visas, persons
with medical
emergencies/pregnant women/
elderly, those required to return
India due to death of family
member, and students,” the
MHA said.

The Ministry of External
Affairs (MEA) will have nodal
officers to oversee the arrival of
stranded persons to India.

Based on the registrations
received, MEA will prepare
flight/ship wise database of all
such travellers and their full
details. MEA's digital platform
will display the details of select-

THE PASSENGERS
MUST CONSENT TO
BEING SUBJECTED
TO THE QUARANTINE
NORMS ON
ARRIVAL, IT SAID
ADDING THAT THE
TRAVELLERS’ LIST
MUST BE FINALISED
TWO DAYS IN
ADVANCE

ed persons in two days
advance. “All travellers will
also be required to give an
undertaking that they are mak-
ing the journey at their own
risk. Passengers arriving
through land borders will also
have to undergo the same pro-
tocol and only those who are
asymptomatic will be enabled
to cross the border into India,”
said the new guidelines.

MHA said that those per-
sons who wanted to go abroad
have to get in touch with Civil
Aviation Ministry’s designated
agency. “Only those persons
shall be allowed to travel to the
destination countries, who are
citizens of that country or who
hold visa of at least one year
duration of that country or
green card holder of that coun-
try or OCI (Overseas
Citizenship of India) card hold-
er. In cases of medical emer-
gency or death in the family,
Indian Nationals holding six
months visa can also be
allowed,” said the MHAs new
guidelines allowing people to
travel abroad.

Indian seafarers and crew
working in foreign firms would
also be allowed to travel.

Al Qaeda ditches Pakistan on Kashmir

RAKESH K SINGH B NEW DELHI

fter Taliban, the Al Qaeda

has now ditched Pakistan
on the Kashmir issue by not
even mentioning the region in
a document circulated to top
leadership of the global terror
outfit.

The document titled "The
Way Forward: A Word of
Advice on the Coronavirus
Pandemic" and circulated by Al
Qaeda Central talked about the
hardships of Uyghurs and
Syrian Muslims besides the
community members residing
under hostile regimes but has
been conspicuously silent on
Kashmir which was earlier on
the agenda of these terror
groups.

Assessments here suggest
the outfit could be frustrated
due to the bickering between
various terror groups in Jammu
and Kashmir, especially the
Kashmiri groups like Hizbul
Mujahideen on whose inputs a
number of terror comman-
ders have been killed by the
security forces after integration
of the erstwhile State into the

Indian Union. Infighting
between Pakistan-backed
groups and their masters in the
ISI and Pak army could also be
a reason behind the outfit's
change in stance.

This could have led to the
distancing of the Al Qaeda
from the issue as also a real-
isation of the changed reali-
ties on the ground post-abro-
gation of Article 370 where-
in top terror commanders
have been neutralised by the
forces.

Sources, however, did not
rule out that Pak deep state
could have advised both the
terror groups to disown the
Kashmir issue for now so that
India does not stop funding in
Afghanistan for reconstruc-
tion. The cash starved groups
might be eyeing to take control
of such funds as Pakistan econ-
omy is in shambles.

"Before the great disaster
(Covid-19) struck, obscenity
and moral corruption had
already become widespread in
Muslim countries. In fact this
phenomenon had extended its
dirty tentacles to the vicinities

=i

of the purest site on the face of
the earth, the Haram in
Makkah ....The despots ruling
over the Muslim World, specif-
ically in the Arab World, have
been guilty of committing the
most unimaginable forms of
torture and rights abuses
against Muslim scholars and
Mujahideen in secret torture
cells that have become a norm
across the Muslim world," it
said.

It further said, "To make
matters even worse, Islamic
causes have been consigned to

oblivion across the Muslim
world, especially Syria, Irag,
Waziristan, Palestine, East
Turkistan, Libya, Islamic

Maghreb, and
Somalia...Muslims must learn
some serious lessons this
calamity (Covid-19) and start
taking practical steps for the
liberation of prisoners for the
liberation of prisoners and
missing persons across the
Islamic World."

"Let us not forget that
Covid-19 emerged from one of
the filthiest places on earth, the

markets of Wuhan (China),
where all known norms of
decent and humane dietary
practices tramples upon. From
insects to rodents and reptiles,
in short everything unsafe for
human consumption, or the
consumption of which is pro-
hibited in all revealed reli-
gions, was sold and consumed
there," it said in an indication
of its disapproval of the atroc-
ities on the Uyghurs.

"The very technological
advancement and globalisa-
tion that man took immense
pride in has become his undo-
ing. Today, if someone sneezes
in China, those in New York
suffer from its consequences,"
it claimed.

Earlier, the Taliban
spokesperson Suhail Shaheen
had said that "the policy of the
Islamic Emirate is clear that it
does not interfere in the inter-
nal affairs of other countries."
Considering Kashmir as an
internal affair of India is the
clearest hint that Kashmir is not
an issue or on the agenda of
Taliban which is seeking to
engage with India.

+i0UTBREAK

o

Union Health Minister Dr Harsh Vardhan visits Chaudhary Brahma Pral
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approach as per the directions of Ministry of AYUSH

kash Ayurved Charak Sansthan, Delhi, which is
functioning as a dedicated Covid Health Centre (DCHC), to oversee the preparedness to manage Covid-19 cases. He visited
the various facilities and wards and witnessed first-hand the treatment being provided to Covid-19 patients, through a holistic
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Min says 4 of 14 vaccines may
enter trial stage within 5 months

PNS B NEW DELHI

Union Health Minister
Harsh Vardhan on Sunday
said that at least four of the 14
candidate vaccines for novel
coronavirus in the country
may enter the clinical trial
stage within five months.
However, he cautioned that it
is too early to expect any vac-
cine against the disease because
there is a long due procedure
involved in its development.

In a social media interac-
tion with BJP leader GVL
Narasimha Rao, the Minister
said within five months, four of
the vaccine candidates in the
country may enter the clinical
trial stage.

The Minister said, "The
whole world is trying to devel-
op a vaccine for COVID-19.
There are over 100 candidate
vaccines which are at different
levels of development. The
World Health Organisation
(WHO) is coordinating the
efforts. India is also actively
contributing in it. There are 14
candidates in India also which
are at different levels..."
Vardhan said.

He said the Department of
Biotechnology of the Ministry
of Science and Technology is
helping the academic world
and industry in all manners

such as giving regulatory clear-
ances, grants or financial sup-
port, among other things.

"As far as I know, four of
our fourteen vaccines will soon
be in the clinical trial stage,
within 4 to 5 months. All the
14 are right now at the pre-
clinical trial stage."

It will take minimum one
year for the development of any
vaccine even if it is developed
earliest. Therefore use social
distancing, masks and follow
hand and physical hygiene --
the biggest safeguard against
the disease- till any vaccine or
cure is found, said the Minister.

On Sunday, the Minister
also visited the Dedicated
Covid-19 Health Centre
(DCHC) at Chaudhary Brahm
Prakash Ayurved Charak
Sansthan (CBPACS), Najafgarh
, a first Ayurveda hospital in the
country engaged in providing
care to the Covid positive
patients on the basis of princi-
ples of Ayurveda as per proto-
col of Ministry of AYUSH. In
addition to the Ayurvedic and
herbal treatments, the holistic
approach also includes yoga,
meditation, pranayam, etc.

Till date a total of 201
patients have been admitted in
the CBPACS Centre. Of these,
37 patients have been cured and
100 patients have been advised

home isolation. 19 patients have
been shifted to Specialty hospi-
tals on review of their medical
condition. There has been no
casualty in this Centre, said the
government statement here.

Dr. RK Manchanda,
Director (AYUSH) of the Delhi
Government, Dr. Vidula
Gujjarwar, Director-Principal,
CBPACS along with senior fac-
ulty and doctors and Ministry
officials were also present dur-
ing the review meeting at the
Ayush hospital.

Overall, the Minister said,
the fatality rate in the country
stands at 2.9% while recovery
rate has improved to 41.2%.

Talking about the health-
care infrastructure setup across
the country, he said, a total of
968 Dedicated Covid hospitals
have been identified across the
country with 2,50,397 beds
(1,62,237 isolation beds +
20,468 ICU beds); 2,065 dedi-
cated Covid health centres with
1,76,946 beds (1,20,596 isolation
beds + 10,691 ICU beds); and,
7,063 Covid care centres with
6,46,438 beds”

He further informed that
States/UTs as well as central
institutions have been provided
with around 109.08 lakhs N-95
masks and around 72.8 lakh
Personal Protective Equipment
(PPE), as per the statement.

Remdesivirs initial trial shows
its efficacy In fighting corona

PNS B NEW DELHI

The preliminary results of
the trial of the Gilead
Sciences Inc's Remdesivir, the
first drug cleared for the treat-
ment of Coronavirus, has been
found to be effective on
patients who need extra oxygen
but are not dependent on ven-
tilators or heart-lung bypass
machines, according to a
report in the New England
Journal of Medicine.

It said that Remdesivir was
superior to placebo in short-
ening the time to recovery in
adults hospitalised with Covid-
19 and evidence of lower res-
piratory tract infection.

In the experiment, patients
were randomly assigned to
receive either Remdesivir (200
mg loading dose on day 1, fol-
lowed by 100 mg daily for up
to 9 additional days) or place-
bo for up to 10 days.

Preliminary results of this
trial suggest that a 10-day

course of Remdesivir was supe-
rior to placebo in the treatment
of hospitalised patients with
Covid-19, as per the report.

The primary outcome was
the time to recovery. In con-
trast to the placebo drug,
Remdesivir helped Covid-19
infected patients to heal faster
and allowed them to return
home after about 11 days.
Placebo treated coronavirus
patients in 15 days.

In addition to this, there
were also signs that the med-
icine increased the survival
rate of patients on Remdesivir
by 7.1 per cent.

On the other hand, 11.9
per cent of placebo-experi-
mented patients died within
two weeks, the research
added.

The researchers said,
"Remdesivir was superior to
placebo in shortening the
time to recovery in adults
hospitalised with Covid-19
and evidence of lower respi-

ratory tract infection".

In the experiment, a total
of 1, 063 patients underwent
randomisation. 538 were
assigned to Remdesivir and
521 to placebo. Serious
adverse events were reported
for 114 of the 541 patients in
the Remdesivir group who
underwent randomisation
(21.1 per cent) and 141 of the
522 patients in the placebo
group who underwent ran-
domisation (27 per cent), the
researchers added.

The US Food and Drug
Administration (US FDA) has
made Remdesivir available
under an emergency use
authorisation for the treat-
ment of adults and children
with severe coronavirus dis-
ease.

The trial was sponsored
and primarily funded by the
National Institute of Allergy
and Infectious Diseases
(NIAID), and National
Institutes of Health (NIH).

Crop-eating locusts cross Rajasthan, to reach Central India

RAJESH KUMAR B NEW DELHI

swarm of crop-eating

locusts has crossed the
border State of Rajasthan to
reach Central India with thou-
sands of the harvest flies
swooping down on vast fields
of moong dal in Madhya
Pradesh Chief Minister Shivraj
Singh Chouhan’s Budhni con-
stituency. It is said to be the
biggest locust attack in the
region in past three decades
and is threatening to destroy
crops worth 8,000 crore.
Locusts’ attack has also been
reported from Jhansi in Uttar
Pradesh.

While an expert team
from Rajasthan is to visit MP
to tackle the pest attack, in
Jhansi the fire brigade team
has been kept in readiness to
spray disinfectant in the
affected area. These locusts

come to India from Iran pass-
ing through Pakistan. This is
the biggest locust attack in
Madhya Pradesh and Uttar
Pradesh in last 27 years and is
likely to grow till monsoon
season. The locusts entered
through Neemuch district in
the state and travelled to parts
of Malwa Nimar to reach
close to Bhopal.

In UP, as many as 17 dis-
tricts including Agra, Jhansi,
Aligarh, Mathura,
Bulandshahr, Hathras, Etah,
Firozabad, Mainpuri, Etawah,
Farrukhabad, Auraiya, Jalaun,
Kanpur, Mahoba, Hamirpur
and Lalitpur are affected from
locusts that reached through
Dausa, Rajasthan. Over the
250 tractors/ trolly have been
keep in ready with chemicals.

According to officials of
agriculture ministry, locust
swarms have entered
Rajasthan, Punjab, Haryana,

and Madhya Pradesh a month
in advance and pose a major
threat to standing crops and
vegetables. This is the fourth
attack since December last
year. Locust swarms enter the

desert areas of India via
Pakistan for breeding in the
summer of June-July, but this
time Locust Hoppers as well
as Pink Adult Swarms had
entered border districts of

s

Rajasthan and Punjab in April
itself. Officials said that India
has taken up the matter with
Pakistan as well as Iran,
another country affected by
the locust attack, and offered

pesticide support to both
countries.

The  Ministry  of
Environment also warned of
locust attacks in Punjab,
Haryana, UP an MP in the
coming weeks.

In MP, four teams of the
Central Government, besides
teams of state agricultural
development, are fighting the
locusts by using chemical
sprays with the help of tractors
and fire-brigade vehicles. The
Locusts Warning
Organisation of the agricul-
ture ministry has issued an
advisory to the farmers in vil-
lages of the affected districts
to keep continuous vigil over
the desert locusts. They have
been asked to keep the insects
at bay by using loud sounds
through drums, banging of
utensils and shouting.

In UP, the agriculture
department has directed fire

brigade to keep its vehicle
ready with chemicals follow-
ing a sudden movement by a
swarm of locusts. As Deputy
Director Agriculture Kamal
Katiyar said the swarm of
locusts, which is moving, is
small in size.

To tackle the locusts, the
ministry has ordered spraying
machines from United
Kingdom to tackle locust
swarms and over 2500 tractors
and trollies are engaged in
spraying chemicals. Besides,
drones are being used to keep
an eye over locust swarms in
Rajasthan, Punjab, Madhya
Pradesh and Uttar Pradesh.
The officials of agriculture
departments of these States
are worried a lot as summer
crops sowing are going on
these days and there are pos-
sibilities that if they are not
controlled, they could dam-
ages to kharif crops in these

States.

In its latest update, the
Locusts warning section of the
Food and Agriculture
Organisation (FAO), said
locusts’ breeding was contin-
uing in southern Iran and
south-west Pakistan, where
control operations are in
progress against hopper
groups and bands.

“As vegetation dries out,
more groups and swarms will
form and move from these
areas to the summer breeding
areas along both sides of the
Indo-Pakistan border in sev-
eral waves from now until at
least early July. Good rains are
predicted during the first half
of June along the Indo-
Pakistan border [and] that
would allow egg-laying to
occur. This should reduce the
further eastward movement of
swarms that have already
arrived in Rajasthan, India”
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Gases continue
to rise in Kerala

KUMAR CHELLAPPAN M KOCHI

Number of persons tested
positive for coronavirus
continued to increase in Kerala
in the backdrop of Ramzan fes-
tivities. On Sunday, 53 persons
tested positive for the pan-
demic as the number of per-
sons under treatment rose to
322, according to Kerala
Minister for Health KK
Shailaja.

Out of the 53 persons test-
ed positive on Sunday, 18 were
expatriates and 22 were from
other States in the
country. Till Sunday, 522 per-
sons were cured of the covid-
19 pandemic and sent home
from hospitals.

The Minister said 188 per-
sons were hospitalised on
Sunday while the number of
persons under observation rose
to 95, 394. The last three days
saw the number of coronavirus
cases in Kerala increasing by

157.

According to Shailaja, the
coming days would see a hike
in the number of covid 19
patients. “This is because of the
arrival of expatriates and peo-
ple from other States to Kerala.
The only option before us is to
make sure that the people who
come back to the State observe
the guidelines of quarantine
and observation. If those who
come back follow the safety
guidelines we can effectively
control the spread of the pan-
demic and flatten the coron-
avirus curve, said the Minister.

Dr Ranjith Vijayahari, gas-

93 new
cases, 322
undergoing

treatment

tro surgeon, who has been
focusing on covid-19 cases
since the breaking out of the
pandemic in the State, said the
information disclosed by the
Government about the number
of cases is just the tip of the ice
berg.

“There are more number of
cases which are yet to be
brought out. If only you test
more and more persons you
will be able to identify, isolate
and quarantine the afflicted
people. The situation is worri-
some but I do not want to upset
the people,” Dr Vijayahari told
The Pioneer.

He said the relaxation in
lockdown over the last two-
three days is sure to cause hike
in the number of coronavirus
cases in the coming days. “Any
relaxation in lockdown rules
will definitely cause an impact
on the number of patients.
But we cannot go on with
lockdown indefinitely;” he said.

765 new cases, 8

more deaths in TN
Total tally reaches 16,277, toll at 111

KUMAR CHELLAPPAN B KOCHI

s on Sunday, there were

7,839 active coronavirus
cases under treatment in vari-
ous hospitals in Tamil Nadu,
said the medical bulletin issued
by the Directorate of Public
Health and Preventive
Medicine, Government of
Tamil Nadu.

The bulletin said that 16,
277 persons have tested posi-
tive till Sunday. “8,324 positive
patients have been discharged
following treatment till Sunday.
Hence 7,839 active cases are
under treatment as on date,’
said the bulletin.

A total of 765 persons test-
ed positive on Sunday alone,
taking the total number of
cases tested positive till date to
16,277 in the State. The fatali-
ties reached 111 with eight per-
sons succumbing to the pan-
demic. The day saw 833 per-
sons getting discharged fol-
lowing treatment and getting

well. There are 68n laboratories
in the State which tested 11,441
persons on Sunday. The num-
ber of persons tested till Sunday
all over Tamil Nadu reached
3.91,252.

Out of the 765 persons
tested positive on Sunday, 587
were from Chennai which
remained the district with max-
imum cases, 10,576.
Chengalpattu (779),
Thiruvallur (731), Cuddalore
(427) were closely following the
capital city.

A new disclosure made by
the Government of Tamil Nadu
vide the medical bulletin is the
unprecedented increase in the
number of coronavirus positive
persons in the 13 to 60 age
group. Out of the 16,277 pos-
itive cases detected in Tamil
Nadu, 13,911 were in the 13 to
60 age group while 1,358 per-
sons were in the 60 Plus age
group. Children in the 0-12 age
group accounted for 1003
cases.

MOHIT KANDHARI ® JAMMU

mid strict lockdown, Eid-
ul-Fitr celebrations
remained a low-key affair
across Jammu & Kashmir on

Sunday.
None of the famous reli-
gious shrines including

Hazratbal and Jamia Masjid
witnessed congregational
prayers in Srinagar city. Local
police authorities had strictly
enforced restrictions to ensure
residents stay back at home and
avoid stepping out in the wake
of spike in number of cases of
coronavirus across Kashmir
valley. Police vans were seen
making public announcements
since early morning appealing
people to stay indoors to ensure
strict compliance of lockdown
guidelines.

Meanwhile, on Sunday, 52
fresh cases were detected tak-
ing the total tally of coronavirus
cases to 1,621 in the Union
Territory of Jammu & Kashmir.
While Srinagar district report-
ed no fresh case on Sunday, 26
patients tested positive in
Kulgam district alone. In
Jammu division six cases were

reported from Jammu , seven
from Samba, 4 from Kathua
and three from Rajouri district.
A police jawan, posted on duty
at Lakhanpur entry point,
tested positive and shifted to
isolation facility.

Official sources main-
tained, majority of fresh pos-
itive cases had a travel history
and were fresh returnees. At
present, 791 cases are active
positive and around fifty per-
cent cases i.e 809 have recov-
ered so far in Jammu &
Kashmir.

According to local reports
from Srinagar, worshipers
offered Eid prayers at home
and at few odd places in remote
areas small gatherings of close
family members converged at
one place to offer thanksgiving
prayers ending the month long
period of fasting during
Ramzan.

Eid was celebrated across
Jammu and Kashmir and
Kerala on Sunday, while the
rest of the country will cele-
brate Eid on Monday. In
Jammu region too, no mass
assembly was witnessed on the
occasion.

Muted Eid celebrations in J&K

Earlier, in August 2019,
Eid-ul-Azha prayers could not
be offered in Kashmir as
authorities had imposed strict
curfew in the wake of abroga-
tion of Article 370 and division
of then Jammu & Kashmir
state into two Union
Territories.

However, South Kashmir
district of Pulwama witnessed
incidents of stone pelting after
a joint teams of security forces
busted a terrorist hideout in the
area.

A group of terrorists had
carved a hideout in a shop
owned by a government official
of Revenue department. At
least two people received
injuries as clashes broke out in
Mitrigam area of Pulwama
after security forces launched a
cordon and search operation in
the area.

Security forces have recov-
ered detonators, explosives and
some logistic materials from
the hideout. Some of the close
family members of the gov-
ernment official, detained by
the police for questioning, were
earlier involved in terrorist
activities.

Bureaucratic indifference delays clinical trial of drug for Covid-19

KUMAR CHELLAPPAN B KOCHI

Even as the country is strug-
gling hard to contain the
coronavirus pandemic which is
spreading all over with vigor by
the hour, indifference of
bureaucrats towards the med-
icine developed to minimise
and regulate the contagious
disease is causing irreparable
damage to the soul of India.
While scientists specialising

in modern medicine are grop-
ing in the dark in search of a
vaccine to fight the coron-
avirus pandemic, an Ayurvedic
drug and protocol developed by
a team of eminent Ayurvedic
physicians in collaboration with
modern medicine specialists
is given a raw deal by the
bureaucrats of the Ministry of
Ayush. The details of the drug
and treatment protocol was
submitted to the Ayush

Ministry on April 15 this year.

Messages to Shripad Yesso
Naik, Union Minister of State
(Independent Charge) did not
evoke any response. Dr Rajesh
Kotecha, eminent Ayurvedic
physician , who is also the sec-
retary to the Ayush Ministry
chose to ignore the messages
sent to him requesting for
details about the clinical trials.

The team of doctors that
developed the ayurvedic drug

prepared from the age old
Indian system of knowledge
was led by Dr PR
Krishnakumar, South India’s
leading Ayurvedic scholar and
included a who's who of med-
ical researchers. Dr Rama
Jayasundar of All India Institute
of Medical sciences, New Delhi,
a physicist turned ayurvedic
researcher, Dr CV
Krishnaswamy, Tamil Nadu’s
leading physician, Prof B M

Hegde, described as the coun-
try’s medical warrior are some
of the members of the team that
developed the drug and proto-
col.

Dr Krishnakumar has been
honoured by the nation with
Padma Sree while Prof Hegde
is a Padma Bhushan with hun-
dreds of publications in nation-
al and international journals. It
was Prof Hegde who declared
in his pathbreaking research

work “What Doctors Don't Get
To Study in Medical School”
that the drug for coronavirus
and influenza would come from
India.

“We submitted everything
as per specification to the Ayush
Ministry with a request that the
drug be taken up for clinical tri-
als. Without clinical trials, it can
never be administered to the
patients. But till date we have
not received any communica-

tion from the ministry about
the fate of our application,” a
visibly upset Dr Krishnakumar
told The Pioneer.

Dr Jayasundar too sound-
ed sad while speaking to The
Pioneer over the inordinate
delay in taking up their work
for clinical trials. “T don’t know
what is happening. You have to
check it with the authorities,”
she said when asked about the
delay. Dr Krishnaswamy said

this clinical trial should have
been taken up on a war footing.

“As you see, the number of
coronavirus patients are shoot-
ing up on an hourly basis and
our medical system should face
the situation in a mission
mode,” said Dr Krishnaswamy.

A veteran medical doctor
pointed out that the possibili-
ty of a vaccine to fight coron-
avirus getting ready in the near
future is remote.
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RBI move means little

The Central bank wants to lend more but there are few
borrowers and banks are wary of piling up NPAs

e Reserve Bank of India (RBI) may have
done another repo cut, hoping banks will
lend more, but the cold truth is that

nobody is borrowing. Certainly not in these
stressed times, when there is no stability about
the future and businesses are struggling to
keep their noses above water. Clearly, they
wouldn't want to pile up bad loans or part with
whatever they have given such criticality. So
though RBI Governor Shaktikanta Das
announced a 3.35 per cent reverse repo rate
inthe belief that banks will no longer park their
surpluses with the Central bank, which is what is happening now, but get aggres-
sive about lending, banks may not be too enthused and are expected to simply
drop interest rates on deposits. Even before the pandemic, loan growth was about
6.5 per cent consistently. Besides, banks would also want to be sure of the cred-
ibility of the loanee and not take undue risks. This risk aversion is typical of banks
even when they have liquidity. So, even now, mostly the bigger companies will
likely get the loans instead of struggling MSMEs, most of which may still go
under and increase a bank’s NPAs burden. As it is, banks are still bearing the
burden of corporate loans that went bad. Besides, the moratoriums for anoth-
er three months may offer temporary relief to borrowers but for the banks, this
would mean a disruption in credit culture as monthly instalments and accumu-
lated interest charges can only be recovered late or not at all should the busi-
ness concerned is not able to survive at all. Many MSMEs are having a tough
time since the grace period does not mean a waiver, as banks will still charge
interest for the unpaid amount. So NPAs are expected to shoot up from the cur-
rent level of around 10 lakh crore. Available data suggests that nearly 25-30
per cent of bank loans have come under moratorium so far with micro-finance
borrowers facing extreme stress, followed by automobile finance, MSMEs, cor-
porates and retail. While the bigger banks may still survive, it is the smaller banks,
especially those into micro-credit, that are in danger of keeling over. Therefore,
a one-time restructuring of loans as a relief measure, as suggested by many
experts, would have been a better option in a bleak scenario. In fact, Das him-
self sounded a warning saying the GDP growth in 2020-21 is likely to be in the
“negative territory.”

In the end, the RBI can only do so much and the Government’s fiscal stim-
ulus so far has been credit-based than about fund infusion. No matter how many
loans we give, without upping demand and liquidity, the economy will grunt to
a freeze. So far the incentives announced have a long-term gestation and are
particularly aimed at the rural poor. But the sizeable urban economy is where
demand needs to pick up to get the train moving. British economist John Maynard
Keynes, who had studied the Great Depression of 1929, was of the view that
Governments should become spenders of the last resort. He had even suggest-
ed that Governments should give people money to dig holes and fill them up.
The money thus earned and spent would help revive the economy. This cer-
tainly isn’'t the guiding principle of our stimulus package. For all the grandilo-
quence, the actual fiscal outgo is just a bit over one per cent of the GDP, which
is hardly enough to battle an unprecedented crisis such as this, when the econ-
omy is expected to contract to 12.5 per cent. Our structural reforms are there
in place but can only be actualised in the long term. The pandemic is the per-
fect opportunity for the Government to go for big bang reforms and bold initia-
tives without being hemmed in and timing is of the essence. Seemingly done
for the poorest, the Government just rescues them temporarily without provid-
ing long-term comfort as growth is projected to dip in key sectors. Right now,
the focus seems to be on atiracting investment but boosting demand means
innovative responses and financial interventions to declog the economy as a
whole. Cheaper rates may not encourage thousands of businesses to start bor-
rowing but the Government doling out money to millions of Indians and boost-
ing their spending power might get things going.

Wonder girl

Desperation drove 15-year-old Jyoti Kumari to pedal 1,200
km to Bihar with her father. She is now up for cycling trials
: e |fthe pandemic has shown our ugly side, with

Wl 3
W

arampant class divide apparent in decisions

taken by the Government vis-a-vis the less-
er privileged, namely migrants, it has also
revealed the true grit of survivors. People are
walking thousands of kilometres in their long
march home, helping and supporting each
other along the way. One among them is a
young girl, Jyoti Kumari, who set out on a
1,200-km journey back to Bihar on her sec-
ond-hand bicycle with a single mission: Bring
her injured, out-of-work migrant father home.
With no money and little food and thanks to generous Samaritans along the way,
she pedalled on with her father on the pillion. For eight days, the father-daugh-
ter duo moved down long roads under a scathing sun and some undesirable
comments by passersby. Yet undeterred, she reached her home in Bihar and
has now quarantined herself. With the media hailing her as the “lionhearted” girl,
the reports did not fail to draw the attention of the Cycling Federation of India.
Having noticing her immense talent, it has invited her to New Delhi for a tryout
with the national team. There’s much more. Her amazing journey has also grabbed
the attention of Ivanka Trump, US President Donald Trump’s daughter, who took
to the social media to salute what she called a “beautiful feat of endurance.” But
Jyoti must not make the same mistake as Srinivas Gowda, the “kambala jock-
ey” or Karnataka’s Usain Bolt, who, too, was invited by the Sports Authority of
India to take part in a track and field trial after his record-setting performance in
a traditional foot race but failed to seize the moment. Nor should she be like
Rameshwar Gurjar, a farmer from Madhya Pradesh, whose fame was short-lived
because he failed to prove his mettle on the ground. If passion and desperation
drove her, she must keep that hunger alive for a sportswoman’s career if she
indeed wants one badly enough.

She must possess the same zeal as that of sprinter Dutee Chand, boxer
Mary Kom and archer Deepika Kumari among others, who, coming from trib-
al and marginalised backgrounds, were less magnificent than they are today.
Standalone feats like that of Jyoti’s from the hinterland are also proof of tal-
ent, stamina and determination that we are somehow not able to tap into and
develop as Olympic medallists. We need to put in place quality and effective
grassroots rural sports development programmes uniformly across States and
ensure sports nurseries are set up at the school level along with nutrition pack-
ages for the young. Imagine what Jyoti could do with a little bit of encourage-
ment and support.
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More than a health crisis

Experience shows that we cannot bring the economy on track if our working classes are
unhappy. It is the Government’s greater responsibility to make them feel at home

KK PAUL

pandemic invariably leads to a

health crisis, which has an

economic fallout, too. This has

been the trend in almost all

countries that are reeling under
the impact of Coronavirus. The addition-
al crisis posed by the mass exodus of the
migrant labourers is more or less specific
to our country and is bound to have some
far-reaching consequences.

For a long time to come, heart-rend-
ing images of the migratory efflux will be
the defining moment of the Corona-
inspired lockdown. Having lost their liveli-
hood, without any savings and no hope for
the future, lakhs of workers left for their
hometowns and villages. In the absence of
any transportation during the first month-
and-a-half, out of sheer desperation, they
set out with meagre belongings on roads
and highways. Some even covered more
than a thousand kilometres on foot.
Though their decision must have been vol-
untary, the fact is the prevailing circum-
stances left them with little option.

The present crisis is a multi-dimen-
sional one but for now, the focus has shift-
ed almost entirely to the economy and less
on health. In the long run, this may also
emerge as a major social issue. The migra-
tory process, its effects and the growth of
slums in urban areas have been studied
comprehensively but the instant case is that
of reverse migration. Earlier, this phenom-
enon was attributable to individual behav-
iour and decisions but in the present con-
text, it has assumed the shape of a mass
efflux. Individuals and families, who are
suffering, having been uprooted physical-
ly for no fault of theirs, are not only bound
to be unhappy but also bitter. Given the
present situation, this bitterness does not
appear to be disappearing anytime soon.
The reason as to why these people were
forced to leave their villages in the first
place might, perhaps, confront them in a
more aggravated form now as they get back
to their home States.

Under the provisions of the Disaster
Management Act, the Government had
ordered on March 24 that all employees —
be it industry, shops or commercial estab-
lishments — will have to pay wages to their
employees even when they are not in oper-
ation during the lockdown. Landlords, too,
were asked not to charge rent or get the
premises vacated from their worker-ten-
ants. Pursuant to a judgment from the
Supreme Court, this order was withdrawn
on May 18, without any alternative arrange-
ment, thus leaving the migrants high and
dry. The Supreme Court ruled that the
Ministry of Home Affairs’ order was viola-
tive of Article 19 (1)(g) of the Constitution
with respect to the rights of private firms.
It's another matter that prior to its with-
drawal, the order was being observed more
in violation. Perhaps the case for the
migrant workers could have been present-

Only naam ka satya not
kaam ka. He (Satya Pal
Malik) never tires of lying.
He lied to the people of
J&K before August 5 and
is lying even now.

NC leader
—Omar Abdullah

TV %

. Violence can be sexual,
i mental, physical and it both-
: ered me. It frightens me that
: there are people stuck in
¢ those situations. | can’t

: fathom the pain and fear.

Actor
* —Sandhya Mridul

¢

ed more effectively.

More glaring is the non-
implementation of the Interstate
Migrant Workmen (Regulation
of Employment and Conditions
of Service) Act 1979. Known as
ISMW, rules under the said Act
were framed and notified in
1980. The implementing
authorities for this Act are the
respective chief labour commis-
sioners. Perhaps they could not
foresee the enormity of the sit-
uation and, thus, could not
react in time. Also, the efflux of
the workers was only initially
prevented.

In fact, some action was
taken against erring officers,
who tried to facilitate their
movement but after some time,
the decision was reversed, lead-
ing to confusion in making
arrangements for their safe
transportation. The registration
for workers wanting to migrate
has begun only now and that,
too, at selective places. The
ISMW has specific provisions
for such registrations in the
normal course of working of
the labour department, which,
perhaps, was being neglected.

It is true that in its original
form, the Act applied to
migrants of only certain class-
es. With a small amendment, it
could have been extended to all
categories. Complete neglect
on the part of the ISMW
appears to be one of the factors
that may have widened the dif-
ference between the workers,

SOUNDBITE

labour, migrants and the
administration.

Ever since the liberalisation
of the economy and pro-labour
legislations coming into force,
unrest among the wagers had
become a thing of past. The
well-known trickle-down effect
came into full play and a record
number of people could move
away from poverty. Some of
these pro-labour legislations
are now in the process of being
abandoned with States like
Gujarat, Uttar Pradesh and
Rajasthan undertaking major
changes in them to woo invest-
ment. In fact, the higher judi-
ciary has already taken cogni-
sance of this and has asked
some pertinent questions on
behalf of the workers and their
rights.

Experience shows that
bringing the economy back on
the rails cannot be achieved if
our working classes are unhap-
py. The role of the trade unions
will have to be considered
afresh in the changed circum-
stances. Unions have more or
less remained dormant during
the last two decades and are
now coming back with a cause,
which may not augur well for
the industry as a whole.

An extremely important
question that has not been
debated so far is: What next?
For how long will the migrant
workers stay on and whether
this efflux is for good.
Whatever be the status of a

: COVID-19 pandemic is

: increased technological

: also on the rise, too.

UN disarmament chief
" —Izumi Nakamitsu

i moving the world toward

¢ innovation and online collab-
: oration but cybercrime is

worker in society, he/she did
have access to a certain level of
facility in urban areas. All of
them became used to their lives
and would certainly miss them
badly back home. So does this
mean that this efflux is a tem-
porary phenomenon and that
things will normalise in due
course?

Considering the alienation
that they have undergone, it
does not appear that the work-
ers would be coming back too
soon unless some confidence-
building measures are taken.
This should entail a review of
some of the regressive laws that
work against the interests of the
labourers. Alienation of the
workforce has several manifes-
tations but one of the worst
forms is estrangement of man
from man. It would have
pained them where it hurts the
most to see a complete lack of
empathy among sections of
society who could have helped
them tide the crisis. Only a
handful of NGOs stepped in to
help. Generally, Government
agencies were a big letdown.
This may have further aggra-
vated the situation.

The Government’s deci-
sion to increase the allocation
for MGNREGA up to 40,000
crore is a step in the right direc-
tion. Though in a limited man-
ner, this can certainly help the
migrants tide over the imme-
diate crisis when they reach
their home States. Our MPs

: Every co

¢ liquidity

Union M
" —Nirma

LETTERS TO THE EDITOR

Modify rules

Sir — Central Government
employees, posted outside their
home towns, are facing a huge
problem because of great risks
involved while living in hotels or
guest houses because of the
spread of the Corona pandemic.
Even finding a rented accommo-
dation is extremely difficult in
these times.

The Department of Personnel
and Training (DoPT) should
revise its advisory. Those desiring
to be posted in their hometowns
must be allowed to move to their
native places. The revised system
should be applicable for
Government employees in each
cadre and services like adminis-
trative service, police service or
international service as far as
practicable. The Corona era is a
time when living with the fami-
ly has become a necessity for all

A pandemic and i cyclone

his refers to the editorial, “Bengal battered” (May
T23). People of West Bengal and Odisha have had

to face the double disaster of a raging pandemic and
a devastating cyclone, the strongest ever recorded in the
Bay of Bengal. Tapping their reserves of inner strength
and resilience, they are sure to get over the twin calami-
ties — the bio-threat and the natural calamity. It was a
great relief that the emergency evacuation was in place,
which saved the lives of thousands of people, mostly
from vulnerable areas. The Indian Meteorological
Department (IMD) must be commended for having taken
several steps to modernise and upgrade the cyclone early
warning systems. This is the reason why it could act in
time and prevent large-scale loss of life.

Nevertheless, both States have a huge task ahead
to provide relief and rehabilitation to those affected and
at the same time prevent overcrowding to contain the
spread of COVID-19. It was encouraging though that the
Central and State Governments are making joint efforts
to mitigate the situation, thus reviving hopes of “coop-
erative federalism” in the process. However, it should
be more than just “seeming cooperation.” The Prime
Minister’s announcement of a 31,000 crore for disas-

ter relief should be followed up with more financial sup-
port without delay. This to help the affected people rebuild
their lives. If “central assessment” is “mandatory”, it must
be done without procrastination. Meanwhile, scientists
are studying if cyclone Amphan and its destructive power
are linked to climate change — a major existential chal-
lenge for the world to address for self-preservation.

G David Milton
Maruthancode

practical reasons. It’s difficult for

i in a basket of things, some
: fiscal, some monetary...
: They have also gone into

: are not different from them.

many to maintain mental health
during long periods of self-isola-
tion? If citizens have to learn to
live with the virus, the
Government must amend the
rules, too.
Madhu Agrawal
Delhi

Eid reflections

Sir — The month of Ramzan is
considered to be auspicious for
Muslims all across the world. They
fast from dawn to dusk for a month
to remind themselves of the suffer-

ing of the less fortunate and to
bring the followers closer to god.

The sighting of the crescent
moon marks the end of the holy
month of Ramzan and the arrival
of Eid. The festival is all about
sharing happiness and joy. This
year, however, celebrations have

been stifled due to the pandem-
ic, which has forced us to incul-
cate changes in life. We must be
more humane and empathetic.
And social distancing doesn’t

and MLAs, who could have
undertaken immediate relief
measures, are handicapped in
the absence of funds that have
been already diverted.

Additionally, existing
resources of the State
Governments have come under
severe stress. Their borrowing
capacity needs to be enhanced
further. In the event where a
bulk of the migrants would not
want to go back to their orig-
inal workplaces, focus will
have to be on the creation of
appropriate levels of employ-
ment opportunities in the
vicinity. Obviously, investment
in the area of rural develop-
ment and employment would
have to be increased in affect-
ed districts where there has
been a sudden influx of popu-
lation. The Providing Urban
Facilities in Rural Areas
(PURA) model, as suggested by
former President Abdul Kalam,
can also be taken into consid-
eration.

Today, a much greater
responsibility lies with the
State Governments, who have
to not only provide the arriv-
ing migrant force with medical
care but also treat them with
empathy and help absorb them
in the existing social milieu,
physically, psychologically and
economically.

(The writer is a former
Governor and a Senior Advisor
at the Pranab Mukherjee
Foundation)

untry has brought

being infused. We

inister
la Sitharaman

The other problem

Sir — This refers to the editor-
ial, “Finally, the takeoff” (May
22). The Union Government’s
decision to partially resume air
travel is welcome. But it would
have been much appreciated if
the Civil Aviation Ministry
could have taken steps to refund
fares for flyers, who had made
domestic and international trav-
el bookings during the lockdown
period.

Although the Aviation
Ministry had asked airlines to
issue a full refund to customers,
it was an ambiguous directive as
the cancellations did not apply
to tickets booked before the
lockdown for the travel period
between the lockdown or after
it. Surely the aviation industry is
going through its worse time
since 9/11 and grounded flights
mean no money made. Still,
holding money of passengers is
both morally and legally wrong.
The Government must come to
the rescue of hapless people.

mean emotional distancing.
Jubel D’Cruz
Mumbai

Abhinav
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Impenetrable
pbarriers

Borders around the country remain
closed, no matter what the compulsion
of those trying to cross them

| -‘1
hd

VINAYSHIL GAUTAM

ny territory around the world, right from a street to a State to
Ae'a city or a region, has its characteristics. The word “territo-

y” has one of its most common usages in the field of sports
and athletics where identities compete from a defined piece of land
without having a sovereign status. Thus, it is that Scotland, as a
territory, can field a team without having a sovereign status. However,
this cannot be the place to resolve these concerns or indeed debate
them. The use of the word “territory” in the first sentence of this
columnis in terms of identity. COVID-19 has changed many things
in our world. How many of them will remain altered and how many
will relapse to their original form once the virus leaves us is any-
body’s guess. However, if one can survive the stress of the pos-
sibility of being a Coronavirus suspect and being put in quarantine,
then there are some very interesting processes at play.

A former civil servant, who for some reason had to travel by
car from Almora to Delhi, thus traversing through the three States
of Uttarakhand, Uttar Pradesh and Delhi, expressed genuine anxi-
ety at being stopped, grilled and monitored for the virus at the numer-
ous checkpoints he was bound to pass during his journey. He was
quite worried about the possibility of being put into quarantine as
reasoning usually does not work in such cases. He was convinced
that given the state of mind prevailing around the country regard-
ing the pandemic, even his status as an ex-Secretary of the
Government of India would not change anything and he would be
put in isolation. And given the horror stories coming out of quar-
antine centres, one can quite understand his reluctance to be put
in one. But that’s another story for another day.

More to the point, for the first time ever, in modern Indian his-
tory, State boundaries have acquired the status of a phenomenon.
Consider the birth of the concept of the National Capital Region (NCR).
The city of NOIDA came up in the late 60s in select sectors, as a
retreat for the rich and famous, especially the ruling class in Delhi.
Freelancing educational entrepreneurs and others, particularly the
three forces, also penetrated NOIDA. It became a “hub” of sorts.

Subsequently, when commercial spaces in Connaught Place,
Khan Market, Nehru Place and others started running short, the
done thing was to move to Gurgaon, now known as Gurugram.
Corporate offices moved to places such as Cyber City, which coin-
cidently had no special “cyber” identity save being a fanciful noun.
Many muttinational corporations moved their offices there and those
who couldn’t get into the cyber bubble, lined up National Highway
8. The Big 4 consulting companies, PriceWaterhouse Coopers, Ernst
& Young, Deloitte, and KPMG, were not far behind. Pioneering zeal
and everything else in between led the way. The Metro followed
and a modest four-lane link between Mehrauli and Gurgaon was
created. The price of real estate skyrocketed, with many of the rich
and powerful boasting of substantial properties in Gurugram. It
became a centre of high living, much spending and social stand-
ing. A new “territory” was born. Some people lived in Gurugram
and worked in Delhi because “the gram” gave the veneer of coun-
try living. Others lived in Delhi and worked in Gurugram because
Delhi had the advantage of being a social hub where the movers
and shakers of society did the rounds of the Delhi Gymkhana, the
Delhi Golf Club, the Delhi Race Coursg, the India International Centre,
the India Habitat Gentre and much else. In these havens, life pul-
sated and social elitism flourished. Art and cufture were not far behind.

In fact, this intermingling and frequent commuting between the
two territories reached such a crescendo that even toll plazas had
to be abolished. Straight roads were converted into multiple U-turns.
Few if any, complained. And then suddenly, COVID-19 struck the
world and walls went up across the country almost overnight.

Haryana discovered its boundaries and passing the non-exis-
tent toll plaza became next to impossible. The Delhi-Gurugram bor-
der was so heavily monitored that even swanky cars were chased
away by the humble stick of the nondescript policeman. The usu-
ally unconcerned and cooperative police had finally begun polic-
ing to keep Gurugram and (Haryana by implication) safe from the
Coronavirus. Unfortunately, the writer of these lines still had his med-
ical care anchored in an institution in Delhi. It didn’t matter that his
regular monthly dosage of medicines would run out and his symp-
toms could not be attended to by random doctors who had, in any
case, shut their clinics, because as one doctor pointed out: “Even
the potential Corona patient doesn't tell the truth about foreign trav-
el as there is a serious possibility of being put into quarantine.”
Somebody high up in the Haryana administration was spoken to.
He gave a very diplomatic reply: “Sir, we will arrange for your med-
ical care in Gurugram. But you know how it is. We make one excep-
tion for you and people will push that aperture to their advantage.”
So, the borders remain closed, no matter what the compulsion of
those trying to cross them. At least, the country has been secured
from the Coronavirus. To give everyone his due, the sceptic will
ask: “Has it really?”

(The writer is a well-known management consultant)
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WE THE SONS OF JAMAL KHASHOGGI PARDON
THOSE WHO KILLED OUR FATHER DURING
THIS HOLY MONTH OF RAMZAN.

—JAMAL KHASHOGGI’S SON

SALAH KHASHOGGI

HATICE CENGIZ

HIS AMBUSH AND HEINOUS MURDER DOES NOT HAVE A
STATUTE OF LIMITATIONS AND NO ONE HAS THE RIGHT
TO PARDON HIS (JAMAL'S) KILLERS.

—JAMAL KHASHOGGI’S FIANCEE

Working class uprising

"The new labour laws being enacted by the Centre and various State Governments might create
another lockdown even as the economy limps back to normalcy after having all but collapsed

AMIT SENGUPTA

of the lockdown, with States being given the :

In what is perceived as possibly the last phase

powers to implement relaxations by the:

Centre and economic activity once again being :
started across urban and rural India, a wave of :
resentment is brewing among the organised sec- :
tor of the working class and trade unions in the :

country.

Indeed, images of tens of thousands of
migrant workers in dire straits, walking without :

food and water in this scorching heat on high-

ways and streets to unknown destinations, :

especially in the Hindi heartland, have shocked
the national conscience, even while death and

highway accidents of the workers seem to have :

become routine.

It is in this context that the new labour laws
being enacted by the Centre and various State :
Governments might create another lockdown, :

even as the economy limps back to normalcy

after having all but collapsed, especially in the :
urban sector, with the agricultural economy on :
the threshold of a disaster despite a very good :
harvest. Indeed, the almost 77 million tonnes of :
foodgrains lying in the Food Corporation of
India (FCI) godowns, and the huge output post- :
harvest season, especially in States like Punjab,
Haryana, Western Uttar Pradesh (UP) and:
Maharashtra, are bound to lead to another cri- :
sis, especially when the monsoon season sets in. :

With the BJP-led Central Government :
refusing to release the overflowing foodgrain for :
the jobless and homeless migrant workers, or the :
poor, even while rejecting the proposals of sev- :
eral top economists like Amartya Sen, Raghuram :
Rajan and Abhijit Banerjee, the rural economy :
will yet again find itself in a Catch-22 situation. :
Already, the crisis of the past has not been:
resolved: For instance sugarcane farmers in:
Western UP have largely not been paid the min- :
imum support price while their payment from :
the mills is still pending. A similar situation :
might erupt in Maharashtra with onion farm-

ers among others.

The migrant workers, who have gone back :
to their hometowns and villages, are not return-
ing anytime soon despite the booster announced :
by the Union Finance Minister, Ms Nirmala :
Sitharaman. Sources say that the financial:
“bonanza” announced by the Centre might just :

o0

THIS KIND OF A -
.~ NATIONAL TRAUMA
- ON'SUCH A MASSIVE
.~ SCALEAND ASA
DAILY AND
- RELENTLESS PUBLIC

SPECTACLE FOR
ALMOST TWO
MONTHS HAS NOT
BEEN SEEN IN ANY

MASS MIGRATION
OF THE
UNORGANISED

CONTINUES
RELENTLESSLY.

PARADIGM SHIFT IN

BUT FOR NOW THE

prove to be yet another “jumla” while largely ben-

efitting certain industrialists close to the Delhi :
regime. The real estate and construction indus- :
try has not recovered and even the cream of the :

industry, Information Technology has faced:

retrenchment of employees.

Almost 10,000 workers of a successful and :
cheap brand of biscuits like Parle G had to be:
sacked just because there was no purchasing :
power in small towns and rural India to buy these :
glucose biscuits. Hundreds of employees have :
been sacked in media organisations in recent :

times with not even a whimper of protest.

With coal mines and airports being priva-
tised, among other public sector units (PSUs),
a collapsing economy, faced with a gigantic
unemployment problem among the organised :
and unorganised workers, including among the :
educated and white-collar professionals, the :
country can slip into a major crisis yet again. :
Almost 40 million workers are slated to lose their
jobs. Indeed, post-demonetisation and Goods :
and Services Tax (GST), the small and medium- :

: PART OF THE :
- WORLD DURING THE :
PANDEMIC, NOT :
EVEN IN THE :
SUB-CONTINENT, IN :
AFRICA OR THE :
MIDDLE-EAST. MAY :
22 MARKED THE :
BEGINNING OF A :
NEW CHAPTER IN :
THE WORKING :
CLASS’ STRUGGLE :
IN INDIA, EVEN AS :
THE TRAGIC :
NARRATIVE OF :

WORKERS

WILL IT MARK A

THE CURRENT
SCENARIO? ONLY
TIME WILL TELL. -

WORKERS ARE NOT
GIVING UP :

0

>,

scale industry had virtually shut down,
affecting tens of thousands of daily
wagers and small and medium entre-
preneurs.

Even flourishing industrial zones
‘like Surat in Gujarat had risen in
: revolt before the last Lok Sabha elec-
 tions. It took major maneuvering and
i persuasion by Home Minister Amit
i Shah to get the pro-BJP traders to the
polling booths. Indeed, sociologists had
: earlier predicted that the mass protests
i against the National Register of Citizens
:(NRC) and Citizenship Amendment
i Act (CAA) all over the country were
i also triggered by mass joblessness and
a state of perpetual anxiety about a sta-
: ble future.

Besides, after the shocking and hor-
i rifying images of the poor and starv-
ing migrant workers, men, women and
children, have hit social media, and the
: Western media, the international image
of the country has taken a big beating.
This kind of a national trauma on such
: amassive scale and as a daily and relent-
iless public spectacle for almost two
: months has not been seen in any part
: of the world during the pandemic, not
i even in the sub-continent, in Africa or
: the Middle-East. Surely, India is on a
i sticky wicket not only in terms of its
: Gross Domestic Product (GDP) or
i growth rate and per capita income. Its
: moral and ethical core has been dis-
: rupted and proved crudely transparent
“in front of the whole world.

¢ Itisin this pessimistic context that
i the one-day hunger strike by the lead-
: ers of 10 Central Trade Unions on May
: 22 against the new labour laws rattled
i the Central Government, which is still
: to find its economic scaffolding.

i The demands of the unions includ-
: ed restoration of labour laws that have

been changed or their implementation
put on hold in about 10 States consist-
ing of both BJP and non-BJP ruled
ones. In a joint petition to Prime
Minister Narendra Modi, the union
leaders sought immediate relief to
stranded workers and arrangements for
safe return to their homes. They also
demanded immediate halt to indiscrim-
inate privatisation of PSUs. Even as the
trade unions approached the
International Labour Organisation
(ILO), the Government refused to
engage in a dialogue with the leaders
and they were detained for violating the
restrictions of the lockdown. However,
the trade unions have said that this
protest was just the beginning and their
struggle would continue.

Amid all this chaos, experts have
declared that the latest Government
booster for the small and medium
enterprises is just not enough. It should
be noted that the majority of the
working class in India do not even fall
under the organised or formal sector.
They constitute almost 93 per cent of
the workforce, have no trade union
cover or other rights such as work guar-
antee, fixed-wage hours or wages,
maternity leave, provident fund, pen-
sion and so on. They are just “free
labour” out to be exploited by all con-
cerned. Half of them are women,
Dalits, extremely backward castes,
landless labourers and the poorest of
the poor. Understandably, the labour
laws have been declared draconian by
the unions, whereby the lockdown has
been used to bulldoze them.

Some of them are outrageous, like
increasing the work hours per day from
eight to 12 hours, something the labour
movement had gained after the famous
May uprising in the Hay Market in

Chicago in the 1830s, celebrated all over
the world as May Day. The suspension
of a large number of labour laws for
three years by UP and the Madhya
Pradesh Government’s decision to
allow companies to “hire and fire”
workers coincided with Gujarat,
Himachal Pradesh, Haryana, Rajasthan,
Punjab, Bihar, Odisha and Maharashtra
increasing the daily working hours.
Significantly, the BJP trade union,
BMS, did not join the protest while the
Congress trade union, INTUC did,
though the Congress State
Governments, too, are tagging along on
the new labour laws.

Among the “draconian measures,
the Yogi Adityanath Government in UP
has made 38 laws meaningless for
almost three years, including the
Industrial Disputes Act, Trade Union
Act, Equal Remuneration Act,
Maternity Benefit Act, Act on
Occupational Safety and Health,
Interstate Migrant Labour Act and the
Contract Labour Act.

The BJP-ruled Madhya Pradesh
Government has ushered in serious
changes in the Factories Act, Contract
Act and Industrial Dispute Act. Hire
and fire seems to be the new pandem-
ic doctrine, with most workers’ rights
being taken away, including regarding
wages, safety and compensation, and
contractors and industry running with-
out any regulations. May 22 marked the
beginning of a new chapter in the work-
ing class struggle in India, even as the
tragic narrative of mass migration of the
unorganised workers continues relent-
lessly. Will it mark a paradigm shift in
the current scenario? Only time will tell.
But for now the workers are not giving
up.

(The writer is a senior journalist)

Pandemic as a threat to national security

Thankfully, all the casualties that the world has been witnessing have not permeated the defence community in a major way so far. But, what
if the defence community is targetted by an enemy country? Or if the virus falls into the hands of terrorists?

GAUTAM KUMAR JHA

pandemic like COVID-19
Acan be a threat to the nation-

al security of a country
which is not prepared to tackle such
a disaster. The impact of the pan-
demic can be even more severe if
such a virus is not natural but bio-
logically altered by a country for its
personal gains. The pandemic
caused by COVID-19 is a result of
the increasing conspicuous con-
sumption in society. The ever-

increasing need in almost every
field of human consumption has
given birth to a situation where the
definition of a new-normal never
stops.

The greed of individuals is
reflected in the proliferation of
new products to be marketed with
great conviction that inadvertently
control the behavioural pattern of
the majority of the consumers of the
globe. One principal reason for this
are the global commodity chains
that have fostered greater move-
ment of goods and people across
continents. The impact of the con-
tagion on the world economy is
huge because the global North
often seeks to subsidise its com-
modity consumption by outsourc-
ing it to countries with weak labour
laws and economies of scale with
low manufacturing costs. Hence,
China’s crisis became the world’s

crisis even before the disease hit
Europe and America. The present
pandemic has proved that every
human effort is defeated when it is
a question of how to balance
between natural and artificial eco-
systems, given the increasing fluc-
tuations in the climatic disorder.
One of the possible answers can
be reducing the ever-increasing
need, consumerism and production
and the establishment of sustainable
infrastructure where humans and
nature can complement each other.
For the last four decades the whole
world was on the path of globalisa-
tion, where every country under-
stood the needs of the other and a
symbiotic trade system was estab-
lished. This resulted in alleviation
of poverty, betterment of healthcare
facilities and better lifestyles glob-
ally, to a certain degree. However,
these developmental indices have

been realised at the expense of nat-
ural resources. The increasing
demand for foodgrain invited abun-
dant use of pesticides that finally
permeated into the human body,
causing fatal diseases.

Similarly, the demands for secu-
rity and defence-related products
have further harmed nature,
impacting the air, water and soil.
However, the massive production
lines in China have not only impact-
ed the global community but the
country itself has faced the negative
impact of global greed and con-
sumerism. A World Bank and
Scottish Environment Protection
Agency report says that around
7,60,000 people die prematurely
each year in China because of air
and water pollution.

This increasing imbalance in
nature has been reflected in such
catastrophes and the possibility of

their recurrence cannot be denied
if the global community does not
wake up. No one can deny the fact
that the COVID-19 virus originat-
ed from Wuhan province of China
and the Wuhan Institute of Virology
does research on most dangerous
pathogens. There is a huge wet mar-
ket for animals and seafood locat-
ed in Wuhan. The bush meat,
which may be termed as a cultural
preference, may be detrimental for
humans and is often a source of
such pandemics.

No one can also deny that
China hid the initial outbreak and
failed to warn the world communi-
ty of the severity of the virus,
despite the fact that it knew how
contagious it was and Wuhan is
well-connected with the capitals of
many countries around the globe.

As a result, the pandemic has
affected 53,32,323 people and there

have been 3,40,590 casualties till
now, globally. However big this
count may be, the economic and
emotional implications of the out-
break are unfathomable. There is a
global lockdown amid chaos and
fear and there is a threat to the cur-
rent world order. At times like this,
the question of national security
becomes very important.

Thankfully, all the casualties
that the world has been witnessing
have not permeated the defence
community in a major way so far.
But, what if the defence communi-
ty is targetted by an enemy coun-
try? Or if the virus falls into the
hands of terrorists? The 9/11 attack
on US soil 20 years ago redefined
the security infrastructure of the
global community and so far, more
or less every country’s security
design has been impacted by terror-
ism.

The spread of the Coronavirus
has raised a big question on glob-
al security and now every nation has
to redefine its security. The search
for biological weapons by the US in
Iraq in 2002 and further conse-
quences were based upon the pro-
gramme of Iraq’s weapons of mass
destruction from 1962 to 1991,
aimed at attacking Iran, the Kurds
and other purposes. There has
been biological espionage between
the West and the Soviet Union and
$0 on.

In this manner, as confronted
by the outcomes of the Coronavirus
on most of the world networks,
there is a need to again restore an
elective power which might resem-
ble the NAM, reboot the United
Nations Organisation and reclassi-
fy worldwide security.

(The writer is Assistant
Professor, INU)
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Virus pushing US ti

PTI M BEIJING

China on Sunday accused
the US of pushing the bilat-
eral ties to the brink of a “new
Cold War” by spreading “lies”
about the coronavirus and said
it was open to international
efforts to identify the source of
the virus that has killed over
3,00,000 people globally.

Foreign Minister Wang Yi
also said the lawsuits filed
against China in the US
demanding compensation for
Covid-19 is an attempt to
blackmail a victim with fabri-
cated evidence.

Under constant attack from
US President Donald Trump
and Secretary of State Mike
Pompeo over the origin of the
coronavirus and failure to pro-
vide timely information, Wang
launched a broadside against
Washington in his annual Press

Coronavirus unleashed
by China: Trump’s aide

Washington: The deadly
coronavirus was unleashed by
China to the rest of the world
and there has been a massive
cover up by Beijing, US National
Security Advisor Robert O’Brien
said on Sunday.

President Donald Trump
and US Secretary of State Mike
Pompeo have repeatedly said
they suspect the novel
coronavirus that was first
detected in Wuhan was
somehow released from a
laboratory in China.

“This was a virus that was

conference. He accused
American politicians of spread-
ing “political virus” to smear

unleashed by China. There was a
coverup that someday they’re
going to do an HBO show like
they did with Chernobyl on this
virus,” O'Brien told ‘Face the
Nation’” Sunday talk show of the
CBS News.

When asked whether he was
accusing the Chinese government
as a whole or local officials of a
coverup, O’Brien said, “We don’t
know, because they kicked out all
reporters and they wouldn't let
investigators come in and they’re

still stonewalling
investigators.” PTI
China.

“It is the most regrettable
that while the coronavirus is

COVID-19;

still out there, a ‘political virus’
is also spreading in the US and
jumping at any opportunity to
attack and slander China,” he
said in a video media confer-
ence on the sidelines of China’s
annual session of the National
People’s Conference (NPC).
“Some political forces in
the US are taking China-US
relations hostage and pushing
our two countries to the brink
of anew Cold War,” Wang said.
Some politicians ignored
the basic facts and made up
countless lies and conspiracy
theories concerning China.
“The longer the list, the
more it says about how low the
rumour-mongers are willing to
go and the more stains they will
leave in history,” Wang, who is
also the State Councillor, said.
He was scathingly critical
of especially the lawsuits
against China. A lawsuit was

Eid celebrated amid curfews, virus fears

AP W JERUSALEM

Muslims around the world
on Sunday began cele-
brating Eid al-Fitr, a normally
festive holiday marking the end
of the fasting month of
Ramadan, with millions under
strict stay-at-home orders and
many fearing renewed coron-
avirus outbreaks.

The three-day holiday is
usually a time of travel, family
get-togethers and lavish daytime
feasts after weeks of dawn-to-
dusk fasting. But this year many
of the world’s 1.8 billion
Muslims will have to pray at
home and make due with video
calls. Some countries, including
Turkey, Iraq and Jordan, have
imposed round-the-clock hol-
iday curfews. But even where
many restrictions have been
lifted, celebrations will be sub-
dued because of fears of the pan-
demic and its economic fallout.

Saudi Arabia, home to the
holy cities of Mecca and
Medina, is under a complete
lockdown, with residents only
permitted to leave their homes
to purchase food and medicine.

In Jerusalem, Israeli police
said they broke up an “illegal
demonstration” and arrested
two people outside the Al-
Agsa mosque, which Muslim
authorities have closed for
prayers since mid-March and
will not reopen until after the
holiday. Worshippers who tried
to enter the compound scuffled
with the police.

Al-Agsa is the third holiest
site in Islam and would ordi-
narily welcome tens of thou-
sands of worshippers during
the Eid. The hilltop compound
is also the holiest site for Jews,
who know it as the Temple
Mount. The site has long been
a flashpoint in the Israeli-
Palestinian conflict.

Iran, which is battling the

deadliest outbreak in the Middle
East, allowed communal prayers
at some mosques but cancelled
the annual mass Eid prayers in
Tehran led by Supreme Leader
Ayatollah Ali Khamenei. Iran
has reported over 130,000 cases
and more than 7,000 deaths.

The virus causes mild to
moderate flu-like symptoms in
most patients, who recover
within two to three weeks. But
it is highly contagious and can
cause severe illness or death,
particularly in older patients or
those with underlying health
conditions.

Indonesia, the world’s
largest Muslim-majority nation,
has reported nearly 22,000
infections and 1,350 fatalities,
the most in Southeast Asia.
Lockdown orders intended to
contain the pandemic mean
there will be no congregation-
al prayers at mosques or even
open fields, no family reunions,
no relatives bearing gifts for
children.

“This outbreak is not just
dampening spirits of Eid, but
also has made the tradition
entirely different;” said Andieka
Rabbani, a university student in
Jakarta. This year, like many
Indonesians, he will only see
family and friends through

video calls.

In neighboring Muslim-
majority Malaysia, businesses
have mostly reopened after
weeks of lockdown. But mass
gatherings are still banned and
people are not allowed to trav-
el back to their hometowns for
the holiday. Police have turned
away more than 5,000 cars and
have warned of strict penalties
for those who try to sneak
home. Malaysians are only
allowed to visit relatives who live
nearby, and only on Sunday,
with gatherings limited to 20
people. Mosques have reopened
but are limited to small con-
gregations of up to 30. Malaysia
has reported 7,185 infections
and 115 deaths.

Rohaizam Zainuddin said
he felt blessed he could celebrate
Eid with his elderly parents liv-
ing nearby, but his sister in
another state could not return
home.

“We are frustrated that cel-
ebration this year is not the
same,” he said. “But there is no
point getting angry. We just have
to accept it, life goes on”

He and his family members
are still wearing new clothes and
preparing traditional dishes.
Plates of cookies are set out for
any visitors, alongside a ther-

mometer and hand sanitizer.

In Pakistan, Eid is being cel-
ebrated in the shadow of the
coronavirus and in the wake of
a passenger plane crash
near Karachi on Friday that
killed 97 people.

For the first time, Pakistan
is celebrating Eid countrywide
on the same day, ending an
annual controversy between
rival committees over the moon
sighting that signals the start of
the holiday.

Pakistan has taken mea-
sures to control the spread of the
coronavirus since mid-March,
but Prime Minister Imran Khan
refused to close mosques dur-
ing Ramadan despite pleas from
doctors and a rising number of
infections. Pakistan has report-
ed more than 52,000 cases and
more than 1,100 deaths.

More than 1,000 worship-
pers gathered and prayed shoul-
der-to-shoulder in an open field
in Karachi on Sunday, with
only a few of them wearing
masks.

In neighboring
Afghanistan, the government
and Taliban insurgents
announced a three-day cease-
fire in honor of the holiday.

Some 2,000 Muslims gath-
ered for Eid al-Fitr prayers
Sunday at a sports complex in
the Paris suburb of Levallois-
Perret, carefully spaced apart
and wearing masks, according
to France-Info radio. Traditional
embraces were not allowed.

France is allowing religious
services to resume for the first
time since March, but France’s
leading Muslim organization,
CFCM, advised mosques to
stay closed Sunday. The CFCM
said the government decree
didn’t give mosques enough
time to procure masks and
hand gel to ensure that gather-
ings don’t turn into super-
spreading events.

filed by Missouri Attorney
General Eric Schmitt against
the Chinese government, the
ruling Communist Party of
China (CPC), and other
Chinese officials and institu-
tions in the US District Court
for the Eastern District of
Missouri.

It alleges that during the
critical weeks of the initial
coronavirus outbreak, the
Chinese authorities deceived
the public, suppressed crucial
information, arrested whistle-
blowers, destroyed critical
medical research and permit-
ted millions of people to be
exposed to the virus, causing a
global pandemic that was
unnecessary and preventable.

Observers say the Missouri
lawsuit could pose a problem to
China given the US courts’
claim of universal jurisdiction.

Asked whether Beijing is

+i0UTBREAK

ies to brink of “Gold War’: China ¢

concerned that Chinas overseas
assets could be seized, Wang
said “some people are clam-
ouring for so-called account-
ability and compensation from
a victim of Covid-19.

“They are fabricating so-
called evidence for frivolous
lawsuits. These people are
tramping on international rule
of law and betraying human
conscience,” he said.

“If anybody thought they
could use some ludicrous law-
suits to undermine China’s
sovereignty and dignity to
deprive the Chinese people
their hard-won gains they will
be daydreaming and bring dis-
grace to themselves,” he said.

He also struck a reconcil-
iatory note saying that both the
US and China should work
together.

The Covid-19 pandemic is
the common enemy of China

worid 08

and the US and it is the shared
wish of the people of the two
nations to support and help
each other.

China and the US should
share the experience of the epi-
demic fight and learn from
each other to boost their
respective responses,
Wang said.

He said China is open to
joint efforts by the international
science community to identify
the source of the virus, which
originated from the central
Chinese city of Wuhan in
December. He said the process
must be professional, impartial
and constructive.

By being “professional,” it
means that the process should
be based on science, led by the
World Health Organisation
(WHO) and conducted on a
global scale by scientists and
medical experts.

85005 - NUMBER OF CASES ON DECLINE IN US: TRUMP

USA | 1,675,880

Brazl | 352,523 22,288

Russia 3,44,481 3,541

Spain | 2,82,370 28678

UK 259,559 36,793

aly | 229,858 32,785

France | 1,82,469 28332 that the
Germany | 1,80,153 8371 hospitalisations.

Study: Age, male sex,
underlying illness
validated as risk factors
for death due to Covid

London: Age, male sex, and
underlying illnesses like diabetes
have emerged as risk factors for
death due to novel coronavirus
infection, according to a large
cohort study which can help
health professionals learn more
about how the Covid-19 illness
progresses. According to the
study, published in the BM]J, the
risk of death increases in people
above the age of 50, as does
being being male, obese, or
having underlying heart, lung,
liver and kidney disease.

In this largest prospective
observational study reported to
date, the scientists, including
those from the University of
Liverpool in the UK, noted the
characteristics of patients hos-
pitalised in the UK with Covid-
19, and their outcomes.

At the time of publishing the
study, the scientists said the
study had recruited over 43,000
patients. While earlier studies
had reported the risk factors
associated with severe Covid-19
based on reports from China,
the researchers said an under-
standing of features of patients
in other parts of the world are
lacking.

To address this knowledge
gap, the scientists said they
analysed data from 20,133
patients with COVID-19 admit-
ted to 208 acute care hospitals in
England, Wales, and Scotland
between 6 February and 19
April 2020. PTI

AFP M BEIJING

The Chinese virology insti-
tute in the city where
Covid-19 first emerged has
three live strains of bat coron-
avirus on-site, but none match
the new contagion wreaking
chaos across the world, its
director has said.

Scientists think Covid-19
— which first emerged in
Wuhan and has killed some
3,40,000 people worldwide —
originated in bats and could
have been transmitted to peo-
ple via another mammal.

But the director of the
Wuhan Institute of Virology
told state broadcaster CGTN
that claims made by US
President Donald Trump and
others that the virus could
have leaked from the facility
were “pure fabrication”

In the interview filmed on
May 13 but broadcast on
Saturday night, Wang Yanyi
said the centre has “isolated
and obtained some coron-
aviruses from bats”

“Now we have three strains
oflive viruses... But their high-
est similarity to SARS-CoV-2
only reaches 79.8 percent,”
she said, referring to the coro-
navirus strain that causes
Covid-19.

One of their research

Washington: The number of COVID-19 cases and related
fatalities in the US is coming down, US President Donald
Trump said on Sunday, even as the country inched closer to
the grim milestone of 1,00,000 deaths from the deadly
coronavirus. The President’s tweet comes days after White
House coronavirus response coordinator Dr Deborah Birx
said that there has been over a 50 per cent decline in new

PTI

Wauhan lab had 3 live

bat coronaviruses, none
matched Covid: Report

teams, led by Professor Shi
Zhengli, has been researching
bat coronaviruses since 2004
and focused on the “source
tracing of SARS’, the strain
behind another virus outbreak
nearly two decades ago.

“We know that the whole
genome of SARS-CoV-2 is only
80 percent similar to that of
SARS. It’s an obvious differ-
ence,” she said.

“So, in Professor Shi’s past
research, they didn’t pay atten-
tion to such viruses which are
less similar to the SARS virus”

Conspiracy rumours that
the biosafety lab was involved
in the outbreak swirled online
for months before Trump and
US Secretary of State
Mike Pompeo brought the the-
ory into the mainstream by
claiming that there is evidence
the pathogen came from the
institute.

The lab has said it received
samples of the then-unknown
virus on December 30, deter-
mined the viral genome
sequence on January 2 and sub-
mitted information on the
pathogen to the WHO on
January 11.

Wang said in the interview
that before it received samples
in December, their team had
never “encountered, researched
or kept the virus”

Around the
Globe

[ The New York Times has
devoted its entire front page to
the names of 1,000 of the
Covid-19 victims as the US
approaches nearly 1,00,000
virus deaths, the current
highest in the world. The
Sunday edition’s front page
comprises a simple list of
names and personal details
taken from obituaries around
the US, the BBC reported. The
headline is “US deaths near
1,00,000, an incalculable loss”,
with a sub-heading that reads:
“They were not simply names
on a list. They were us.”

@ China has reported 39 new
coronavirus cases, including
36 asymptomatic patients —
majority of them from Covid-19
epicentre Hubei province and
its capital Wuhan, health
officials said on Sunday. Of the
three confirmed coronavirus
patients, one is locally
transmitted infection and two
are imported cases, China’s
National Health Commission
(NHC) said. The domestically
transmitted case was reported
in Jilin Province, it said.

@ Six million Australians have
downloaded a mobile phone
app that helps health
authorities trace coronavirus
infections, officials said
Sunday. Federal Health Minister
Greg Hunt said the COVIDSafe
app is playing a strong role in
Australia’s response to the
pandemic and several countries
have expressed interest in
learning from its positive
impacts. If a user is diagnosed,
the app works to identify other
users who have been in close
proximity for 15 minutes or
more in the previous three
weeks.

@ South Korea has reported 25
additional cases of the
coronavirus over a 24-hour
period, amid a continuation of
small-scale outbreaks in the
country. The Korea Centres for
Disease Control and Prevention
says the additional figures
released Sunday took the
country’s total to 11,190 with
266 deaths. The agency says
10,213 of them have recovered
and been released from
quarantine.

@ Pakistan recorded 32
coronavirus-related deaths
during the last 24 hours, taking
the total number of fatalities in
the country to 1,133, the health
ministry said on Sunday. The
total number of patients also
jumped to 54,601.

@ There is currently insufficient
scientific evidence to show that
vitamin D can be beneficial in
preventing or treating Covid-19,
scientists say, warning against
health risk due to high doses of
supplementation. Following
unverified reports that high
doses of vitamin D could
reduce the risk of contracting
Covid-19, scientists, including
those from the University of
Manchester in the UK, assessed
current scientific evidence base
on the vitamin’s use in treating
infections.

PAK PLANE CRASH
Pilot, air traffic
team’s role under
probe: Reports

Karachi: A preliminary report
on the Pakistan International
Airlines (PIA) plane crash, in
which 97 people were killed,
has raised serious questions
about the pilot’s handling of the
aircraft and what prevented the
crew in the cockpit from
informing the air traffic con-
trollers about the troubles.
Pakistani investigators are
trying to find out if the crash
of the national flag carrier’s
flight PK-8303 is attributable to
a pilot error or a technical
glitch, with new leads raising
fresh questions over the cir-
cumstances of the incident,
Geo News reported. PTI

Kim holds meet to
discuss holstering
nuke forces

Seoul: North Korea’s leader Kim
Jong Un convened a key military
meeting to discuss bolstering its
nuclear arsenal and putting the
country’s strategic armed forces on
a high alert, state media reported, in
his first known public appearance in
about 20 days. In early May, Kim
quelled intense rumours about his
health by attending a ceremony
marking the completion of a
fertiliser factory in his first public
activities in 20 days. But he hadn’t
again made any follow-up public
appearance in about another 20
days until the state news agency
said he led a meeting of Central
Military Commission of ruling

Workers’ Party. AP

Hong Kong police fire
teargas, water
cannon at protesters

AP W HONG KONG

Hong Kong police fired tear
gas and a water cannon at
protesters in a popular shop-
ping district Sunday, as thou-
sands took to the streets to
march against China’s move to
impose national security legis-
lation on the city.
Pro-democracy support-
ers have sharply criticized a
proposal, set to be approved by
China’s rubber-stamp parlia-
ment this week, that would ban
secessionist and subversive
activity, as well as foreign inter-
ference, in the semi-
autonomous Chinese territory.
The pro-democracy camp
says the proposal goes against the
“one country, two systems”
framework that promises Hong
Kong freedoms not found in
mainland China. Crowds of
demonstrators dressed in black
gathered in the Causeway Bay

district on Sunday, chanting slo-
gans such as “Stand with Hong
Kong,” “Liberate Hong Kong”
and “Revolution of our times.”

The protest was a continu-
ation of a monthslong pro-
democracy movement in Hong
Kong that began last year and has
at times descended into violence
between police and protesters.
Police raised blue flags, warning
protesters to disperse, before
firing multiple rounds of tear gas.
They later fired a water cannon
at the demonstrators.

At least 180 people were
arrested, mostly on charges of
unlawful assembly, police said.

They also said that some of
the protesters threw bricks and
splashed unidentified liquid at
officers, injuring at least four
members of the police media
liaison team. They warned that
such behavior is against the law
and that police would pursue
the matter.

Trump’s pitch to voters: Trust

me, economy wi

AP B WASHINGTON

President Donald Trump has
anew pitch to voters for this
fall: Trust me.

As the economy faces a
once-in-a-century recession,
with more than 38 million peo-
ple out of work, Trump is
increasingly talking up a future
recovery that probably won't
materialize until after the
November election. He's asking
voters to look past the pain being
felt across the nation and give
him another four-year term on
the promise of an economic
comeback in 2021.

“Its a transition to great-
ness, Trump says over and
over, predicting a burgeoning
economy come the fall. “You're
going to see some great numbers
in the fourth quarter, and you're
going to end up doing a great
year next year.”

His chief economic adviser,
Larry Kudlow, echoes the wait-
until-next-year sentiment, hold-
ing out hope for a “big bang
20217 It's a delayed-reward tac-
tic Trump was using long before
the global pandemic gut-
punched the country. He has
turned to it with new urgency as
the coronavirus has robbed him

| soar In 2021

of the booming economy that
was to be the core of his reelec-
tion message.

Trump had already pledged
to finally release a Republican
health care plan after the polls
closed — despite having served
more than three years in office
— along with a postelection tax
cut and a “Phase 2” trade deal
with China. Now, Trump is
making the case to voters that if
he helped bolster the economy
once, he can do it again.

“We built the greatest
economy in the world,” Trump
says frequently. “T'll do it a sec-
ond time”

NETANYAHU LASHES OUT
AT ‘LUDICROUS’ GRAFT
CHARGES AMID TRIAL

Jerusalem: Israeli Prime Minister
Benjamin Netanyahu arrived at
aJerusalem court for the start of
his long-delayed corruption trial,
rejecting the “ludicrous” charges
against him and declaring he was
facing the hearing “with my
head held high”

The veteran premier, who
has just forged a unity govern-
ment after over a year of polit-
ical turmoil, now faces the
next challenge — being the
country’s first premier to face
criminal charges while in office.

Flanked by ministers and
bodyguards, PM Netanyahu
addressed reporters before
entering the Jerusalem District
Court where he was to face
charges of bribery, fraud and
breach of trust. AFP

1ST IRANIAN SHIP REACHES VENEZUELA
WITH NO SIGN OF US THREAT

Caracas: The first of five tankers loaded with gasoline sent from Iran
reached Venezuelan waters on late Saturday, expected to temporarily
ease the South American nation’s fuel crunch while defying Trump
administration sanctions targeting the two US foes. The oil tanker
Fortune encountered no immediate signs of US interference as it eased
through Caribbean waters toward the Venezuelan coast and Venezuelan

officials celebrated the arrival.

AP

Biden wins Hawaii
presidential primary
delayed by virus

Honolulu: Joe Biden won the
Democratic Party of Hawaii’s
party-run presidential prima-
ry on Saturday, which was
delayed by more than a month
because of the coronavirus.

Biden defeated Vermont
Sen. Bernie Sanders 63 per cent
to 37 per cent.

Biden won 16 of Hawaii’s
delegates and Sanders will take
eight. Biden has a total of
1,566 delegates to the party’s
national convention, according
to the count by the Associated
Press. He needs 1,991 delegates
to win the nomination, a
threshold he is projected to
reach in June.

A total of 35,044 voters cast
ballots in the party-run pri-
mary. All ballots were
cast by mail.

The party had initially
planned to hold the primary on
April 4 and had expected most
party members would vote by
mail and some would cast bal-
lots at about 20 in-person polling
sites around the state. AP

Af, Taliban
announce 3-day
Eid ceasefire

AP B KABUL

he Taliban announced a

three-day ceasefire during
the Eid al-Fitr holiday starting
Sunday in a surprise move fol-
lowing months of bloody fight-
ing with Afghan forces
after the group signed a land-
mark agreement with the
United States.

President Ashraf Ghani
swiftly welcomed the insur-
gents’ offer and ordered his
forces to also comply, while the
US envoy to Afghanistan hailed
the deal as a “momentous
opportunity”

Taliban spokesman
Zabihullah Mujahid said in a
statement posted on social
media that the groups “lead-
ership instructs all the
mujahideen of the Islamic
Emirate to take special mea-
sures for security of the coun-
trymen, and conduct no offen-
sive operation against the
enemy anywhere”

SpaceXs 1st astronaut launch

AP B CAPE CANAVERAL

The first astronauts launched
by SpaceX are breaking
new ground for style with hip
spacesuits, gull-wing Teslas
and a sleek rocketship — all of
it white with black trim.

The color coordinating is
thanks to Elon Musk, the dri-
ving force behind both SpaceX
and Tesla, and a big fan of flash

and science fiction.

NASA astronauts Doug
Hurley and Bob Behnken like
the fresh new look.

They’ll catch a ride to the
launch pad in a Tesla Model X
electric car.

“It is really neat, and I think
the biggest testament to that is
my 10-year-old son telling me
how cool I am now;,” Hurley
told The Associated Press.

breaking new ground for style

“SpaceX has gone all out”
on the capsule’s appearance, he
said. “And they’ve worked
equally as hard to make the
innards and the displays and
everything else in the vehicle
work to perfection”

The true test comes
Wednesday when Hurley and
Behnken climb aboard a
SpaceX Dragon capsule atop a
SpaceX Falcon 9 rocket and,

equipment and weather per-
mitting, shoot into space. It will
be the first astronaut launch
from NASAs Kennedy Space
Center since the last shuttle
flight in 2011.

It will also mark the first
attempt by a private company
to send astronauts into orbit.
Only Governments — Russia,
the US and China — have
done that.
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FLOOR PRICE

Telcos approach Trai seeking early decision on issue

PTI W NEW DELHI

Telecom players have urged
regulator Trai to move for-
ward quickly on the issue of fix-
ing floor price for tariffs, say-
ing the matter is imperative to
ensure that the sector is sus-
tainable and in a position to
bear the deferred spectrum
and AGR dues.
Notwithstanding the nudge
from the industry, a latest report
by ICICI Securities has said that
any huge tariff hike is unlikely
for at least a quarter or two.
“Tariff hike is unlikely before
recommendation on floor price,
as any suo moto tariff hike may
work against telecom operators

for policy intervention. We do
not see any huge tariff hike for
atleast a quarter or two,” ICICI
Securities said in a report on
Sunday.

Meanwhile, the Cellular
Operators’ Association of India
(COAI) — whose members
include Bharti Airtel, Vodafone
Idea and Reliance Jio — has writ-
ten to the Telecom Regulatory
Authority of India (Trai) seeking
an open house discussion on the
issue “at the earliest”

“Given the financial pres-
sure on the sector and the fact
that ARPU (Average Revenue
Per User) and tariffs of the
Indian telecom sector are the
lowest in the world, floor pric-

ing is imperative to ensure that
the sector is sustainable, and is
in a position to bear the deferred
spectrum and AGR (Adjusted
Gross Revenue) dues, while
continuing to invest in world
class networks and services,”
COAI said in its letter to Trai
Chairman R S Sharma.

The association said the
industry looks forward to an
early decision by the authori-
ty on having floor tariffs for
data services.

“While, we acknowledge
that the recent situation on
account of COVID-19 might
have caused some constraints,
however the Authority has start-
ed conducting the OHD (open

house discussion) through
online process on various other
topics. Accordingly, we request
the Authority to kindly hold an
OHD on this issue at the earli-
est; COAL said.

The industry is looking
forward to an early conclusion
on this important matter with
great interest, COAI said, urg-
ing Trai for an early decision on
the same.

Notably, the regulator had
earlier this month, resumed its
customary open house discus-
sion (OHD) on pending mat-
ters through video-conference
but Trai sources had made it
clear that the issue of floor price
of tariffs is unlikely to be taken

up via online mode for now, till
the ongoing situation arising
from COVID-19 pandemic
stabilises.Given the coronavirus
pandemic and the difficulties
faced by people, Trai may wait
for the situation to stabilise
before it proceeds to the OHD
stage on floor price issue, a
source had said.

Recently, Bharti Airtel
CEQ, India and South Asia,
Gopal Vittal in an earnings call
drew attention to the pending
floor price issue, saying while
the telecom industry has seen
some bit of repair, tariffs con-
tinue to be “unsustainably low”
He exhorted the sector regula-
tor to address the floor price

issue “sooner than later”.

“We believe that an ARPU
of ¥154 is inadequate to turn a
reasonable return on capital as
a company and remain hopeful
that ARPUs will get to ¥ 200 in
the short term and
eventually to ¥300 which is
where it should be for a business
like ours.

“Of course, even at this level
of ARPU we believe we will be
very well placed to serve all the
lower-end customers who may
have the capacity to pay ¥100 or
less,” Vittal had said. Airtel said
the full impact of the tariff hike
undertaken in December 2019
came through in its entirety with
no downtrading.
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India’s retail trade lost
business worth 39 lakh cr
in last 60 days, says CAIT

PTI W NEW DELHI

he country’s retail trade
lost business worth %9 lakh
crore in the last 60 days, main-
ly due to the nationwide lock-
down to contain coronavirus
pandemic, trader’s body CAIT
said on Sunday.
Confederation of All
India Traders said domestic
trade is facing its worst period
as shops and commercial mar-
kets across the country since
last Monday could register
only about 5 per cent of busi-
ness, and only 8 per cent of
workforce could resume their

duties in shops after migration
of about 80 per cent employees
to their native places.

CAIT Secretary General
Praveen Khandelwal said dur-
ing the span of 60 days of
national lockdown, domestic
trade has lost a business to the
tune of about %9 lakh cr, caus-
ing a revenue loss of about 1.5
lakh cr to both the central and
State Govts on account of GST.

The traders are facing acute
financial crunch, and in
absence of any policy support
from the Government, they are
worried about future of their
business, he said.
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CII asks companies to
comply with competition
law amid Covid crisis

IANS B NEW DELHI

As businesses and enter-
prises face a severe crisis
amid the coronavirus pan-
demic, industry body CII has
cautioned that although tough
times may prompt companies
to collaborate with their com-
petitors, they must take deci-
sions and operate as per the
anti-trust law and the
Competition Act of 2002.

In its competition law com-
pliance manual for corporates
in the wake of novel coron-
avirus, CII noted that the
Competition Commission of
India (CCI) would keep a close
watch for any potential com-
petition law infringement dur-
ing this period.

“The current COVID-19
crisis has created unprece-
dented challenges in India and
across the world. This impact
of COVID-19 on the func-
tioning of the economy may
prompt companies to collabo-
rate with their competitors to
tackle the uncertainty and
hardship faced. However, com-
panies must note that antitrust
laws continue to apply and all
business decisions undertaken
by companies must not fall foul

of the provisions of
Competition Act, 2002, said
the industry manual.

It said that companies must
carefully evaluate their business
operations during the COVID-
19 period, especially if their
business operations might
require close collaboration with
competitors.

“The concrete antitrust
risks surrounding any such
collaboration remain difficult
to assess. Given the absence of
any guidance from the CCI,
companies should tread with
caution and consult their
antitrust lawyers as and when
required or while exploring any
collaboration,” the CII manu-
al said.

It said that companies
should reach out to their exter-
nal counsel to assess these
risks and must avoid informa-
tion exchanges through trade
associations or any other plat-
forms.

It said that while entering
into any form of collaboration,
companies should take care
that the collaborative efforts
must be limited to products or
services directly affected by the
pandemic or the exigency mea-
sures.

Construction industry seeks immediate
release of pending dues from Govt agencies

PTI W MUMBAI

As the ongoing lockdown
has severely impacted
infrastructure activities across
the country, liquidity starved
engineering and construction
industry is seeking immediate
release of long pending dues
from the central and State
Government agencies.
According to industry
players, release of these dues,
most of which are stuck in arbi-
tration and run into thou-
sands of crores of rupees,
would bring in immediate lig-
uidity in the current COVID
crisis scenario, rather than the
%20 lakh crore economic stim-
ulus package announced

recently.
Finance Minister Nirmala
Sitharaman recently

announced a stimulus package
0f %20 lakh crore, or 10 per cent
of the GDP, in five tranches to
give a boost to the economy
which will be in the negative
territory for the current fiscal.

“Funding of construction
projects will be instrumental in
helping revive the economy as
infrastructure investment has
the highest GDP multiplier
factor, almost 2.0x, and our
industry is among the largest
employment generators

impacting seven crore house-
holds. Risk aversion by finan-
cial institutions to infrastruc-
ture was prevalent pre-COVID,
and has now worsened,” HCC
Director and Group CEO
Arjun Dhawan told PTL

He further said that con-
tract enforcement and timely
dispute resolution is the
bedrock of free enterprise and
while we all hope for swifter
conciliation or court proceed-
ings, an immediate solution is
the unqualified payment of
arbitration dues without
repeated challenge in courts or
the onerous requirement of
bank guarantees.

“This immediate liquidity
will repay lenders, unlock sup-
ply chains, protect thousands of
MSMEs including migrant
labour while restarting the
profit cycle that will trigger our
economic revival,” he added.
National Highways Authority
of India (NHAI) alone has at
least 180 cases in arbitration
involving a sum of about ¥
80,000 crore.

The agency has been hold-
ing dialogues (with contractors
and industry players) to find
resolution to disputes through
reconciliation.

Meanwhile, the Reserve
Bank of India has also slashed

the repo rate by 40 basis points
in eighth straight cut and also
allowed lenders to extend an
ongoing moratorium on loan
repayment, which was due to
end on May 31, by another
three months till August 31, a
move intended at easing lig-
uidity pressure.

“These initiatives will boost
liquidity subsequently as the
clients or customers can avail
credit, but eventually it would
be spent on project execution.
The policy announced relax-
ation in time limits for infra
projects, but is silent on who
would bear the cost implica-
tions of lockdown. Once lock-
down ends, we expect more
clarity and that would put to
rest this debate,” Tata Projects
Chief Strategy Officer
Himanshu Chaturvedi said.

Echoing similar views,
global professional services
firm Alvarez & Marsal
Managing Director
Venkataraman Renganathan
opined that the stimulus pack-
age is a step in the right direc-
tion and is intended to infuse
liquidity into the system, how-
ever, it is a credit line.

“In a way, the stimulus
package will get in the liquid-
ity for projects which have
been stranded for money.

Need to convert
development into
mass movement: Niti
Aayog's Rajiv Kumar

PTI B NEW DELHI

here is a need to convert

development into mass
movement, and India should
aspire to become second or
third largest economy in the
world by 2047, Niti Aayog
Vice Chairman Rajiv Kumar
said on Sunday.

Addressing a webinar
organised by Bharatiya
Shikshan Mandal, Kumar
pointed out that private sector
investment is necessary for the
economic growth of India.

“Today we need to convert
development into Jan Andolan
(mass movement)... India
should aspire to become sec-
ond or third largest economy
by 2047, Niti Aayog Vice
Chairman said. Presently,
India is the fifth largest econ-
omy in the world. Kumar
also said if India generates
enough employment oppor-
tunities then economic growth
will happen.

He pointed out that
COVID-19 pandemic has
shown weaknesses of Indian
society.

“80 per cent of our work-
ers are below the radar, we don’t
have data about them.

Gold imports
dip for fifth
consecutive
month in April
Fall by almost 100%

PTI B NEW DELHI

India’s gold imports contract-
ed for the fifth consecutive
month in a row, falling by
about 100 per cent to USD 2.83
million in April due to the
lockdowns imposed globally on
account of coronavrius out-
break.

The import of the yellow
metal stood at USD 3.97 billion
in April 2019, according to the
commerce ministry’s data.

The decline in gold
imports has helped in narrow-
ing the country’s trade deficit
to USD 6.8 billion during the
last month as against USD
15.33 billion a year ago.

Gold imports have been
recording negative growth
since December last year.

India is the largest
importer of gold, which main-
ly caters to the demand of jew-
ellery industry.In volume terms,
the country imports 800-900
tonnes of gold annually. Gems
and jewellery exports declined
98.74 per cent to USD 36 mil-
lion in April.

AWS driving Netflix,
Fortnite, Zoom entertain and
empower millions at home

IANS B NEW DELHI

s you stream your favourite

movies or TV series on
Netflix, Disney Plus or Hulu, or
connect with your team via
video meet app Zoom, leading
Cloud service provider
Amazon Web Services (AWS)
in the backdrop is ensuring
seamless, scalable and secure
connectivity to help people at
home and organisations func-
tion while they can’t operate
normally at work.

According to AWS CEO
Andy Jassy, a lot of things that
are allowing humanity to deal
with the global health crisis run
on top of AWS which is
Amazon’s Cloud arm and
topped $10 billion in quarter-
ly revenue for the first time in
the January-March period.

“We’re just trying to help
our customers in various areas.
If you look at Netflix, it runs
completely on top of AWS. So
does Disney Plus. Hulu runs on
AWS. Prime Video runs on
AWS. All those entertainment
pieces have kind of made time

go by;” Jassy said during a fire-
side chat at AWS Online
Summit recently.

“Fortnite runs on top of
AWS, and so does Sony
PlayStation. A lot of other
popular games too,” he
infomed.The popular Battle
Royale game Fortnite has
gained 350 million registered
players, who in April collec-
tively spent over 3.2 billion
hours in the game.According to
Jassy, AWS has its own video-
conferencing service in Chime.

“But a lot of people use
Zoom, and the vast majority of
Zoom’s cloud infrastructure
runs on AWS and will for the
foreseeable future,” he said.

Amazon Chime Voice
Connector is a service that
enables enterprises to migrate
their telephony workloads to
AWS.

If you have kids at home,
you also realise theyre all
doing e-learning at the
moment. “If you just look at
companies like Blackboard and
Instructure’s Canvas, which
run on top of AWS.

THAKUR TO INDIA INC
Take advantage of

Gowvt initiatives and
step up investment

PTI B NEW DELHI

Minister of State for Finance
Anurag Thakur has
exhorted India Inc to take
advantage of the recent
Government initiatives and
step up investments to make
the country “Atmanirbhar
Bharat” In these difficult times,
local industries should become
the flag-bearers in showcasing
that India is an attractive
investment destination, he told
PTI in an interview.

As part 0f%20.97 lakh crore
Atmanirbhar Bharat package,
Thakur said Govt has
announced a slew of long-
pending structural reforms con-
cerning industry, especially
land, labour and laws, in a bid
to improve investment climate
and ease of doing business.

Besides, the Minister said
other bold reforms announced,
including easing of limits on for-
eign direct investment in
defence manufacturing, privati-
sation of six more airports, and

allowing private sector in com-
mercial coal mining, provide
newer avenues for investment.

To take care of liquidity
needs, various schemes have
been unveiled to provide cash
to industries to kickstart their
business, he said.

“I personally believe that
we need more investment from
local industries, Indian indus-
tries to showcase to others
that India is an attractive des-
tination. We need both invest-
ment from the domestic indus-
tries, and also from other coun-
tries,” he said.

Talking about new avenues
for investment, the Minister
said, “Agriculture, agro exports,
manufacturing of defence
equipment within the country
and making it a hub for
exports. Also, the area of space
where you (private players)
can get more investment and
mining of coal and other min-
eral sectors could be looked at.
So, there could be many sec-
tors”

Wholesale vegetable prices fall
sharply by up to 60% during lockdown

PTI W NEW DELHI

Wholesale prices of toma-
to, onion and other key

seasonal vegetables have
declined sharply by up to 60
per cent across the country,
mainly due to higher produc-
tion, compression of demand
and market disruption amid
COVID-19 crisis.

However, the retail prices
of most vegetables remain firm.
According to data maintained
by AGMARKNET under the
Union Agriculture Ministry,
the wholesale tomato prices
were ruling below %5 per kg in
some states on May 24, while
that of onion to ¥ 6 per kg in
the key producing state of
Maharashtra. However, potato
prices were stable at 12-13 per
kg.

Tomato, onion and potato
are three key largely consum-
ing vegetables in the country.
The falling price trend was also
seen in other vegetables such as
ladies finger, capsicum, bitter
gourd, bottle gourd, chillies and
coriander leaves, among others.

“It is a matter of concern
that farmers are forced to sell
at  such low prices,”

Government think-tank Niti
Aayog member Ramesh Chand
told PTI.

He said the fall in rates is
due to an increase in arrival due
to better crop production
besides mandi disruption in the
wake of COVID-19 pandemic.

Chand, however, ruled out
the impact of lack of demand
from bulk users like hotels
and restaurants.

Since mandis come under
the purview of states, the Niti
Aayog member

said they should step up
efforts to ensure smooth func-
tioning of wholesale markets. If
they are not able to operate due
to social distancing and
COVID-19 reasons, other
arrangements should be made
to ensure farmers do not suf-
fer.

“Mandis are not working as
usual. Maybe traders are not
coming to markets. For
instance Azadpur mandi in
Delhi was closed for a few days
due to COVID-19 reasons.
There is impact on prices due
to such disruptions,” he said.

Chand said he had sug-
gested states in the beginning
of COVID-19 crisis to suspend

mandis for six months which
not many states have done yet.
Farmers should have been
allowed to sell directly.

Stating that demand for
vegetables has compressed in
this crisis period, agri-econo-
mist Ashok Gulati said the
demand from bulk users like
hotels and restaurants is miss-
ing. Even households are not
buying in huge quantities
because of fear of infection.

“After reports of traders in
some mandis had got infected
with the virus, there is fear
among household consumers
about the quality of vegetables.
They find cleaning it everytime
is a big hassle and therefore
shifting to pulses, whose prices
have shot up sharply due to rise
in demand,” he explained.

Gulati said it is sad to see
the government’s TOP scheme
under Operation Green has not
been of much help to farmers
in this situation. The
Government has spent only X3
crore out of% 500 crore since its
launch two years ago under the
plan, whose objective is to
help tomato, onion and pota-
to (TOP) farmers in times of
surplus output.

/1% prefer domestic travel,
only 1.4% wish to go abroad

IANS B NEW DELHI

survey by the

Confederation of Indian
Industry (CII) has shown that
around 71 per cent people in
the country would prefer
domestic travel in the coming
months, while only 1.4 per cent
people wanted to travel abroad.

However, the report
showed that 27.6 per cent
respondents in the survey
would like to travel both in
India and abroad.

Around 33.3 per cent
respondents said that they
would like to travel within one
month of the lockdown restric-
tions being lifted. Another 30.5
per cent said that they would

travel within 3 months.

As per the survey which
was conducted in north India,
around 29 per cent people
would like to travel within six
months of the curbs being
eased and just 7.1 per cent
would venture out more than
1 year after the lockdown.

Further, business travel
and outing with family are the
two biggest reasons for travel.
The two reasons account for
over two-thirds of responses.

Star-rated hotels are the
most preferred place of stay for
respondents, as 45.2 per cent
preferring them. Around 21
per cent have shown preference
for staying in resorts.Use of
protective gear comes across as

the most important precaution
that tourists would like to take
during travel with Aarogya
Setu app being the preferred
choice of around one-fifth of
respondents.Stressing on the
impact of the lockdown on the
tourism sector and the need for
government support, Nikhil
Sawhney, Chairman, CII
Northern Region, said: “Given
the nature of the tourism sec-
tor, it is first to be impacted and
last to recover.

The sector generates mass
employment, even in remote
areas, and it is critical that the
Govt looks at the package to
cover the tourism and hospi-
tality sector under various poli-
cies announced”.

Agro-Advisory to jute
farmers in post-Amphan
scenario by ICAR-CRIJAF

NEW DELHI

India, particularly in West Bengal, Odisha,
ihar, Assam and about 5 million people are
directly or indirectly depends on jute crop for

their livelihood.

Amidst COVID-19 crisis, jute was suc-
cessfully grown in about 7.5 million ha in this
season of 2020 pre-kharifsuccessfully. Even in
some states 10-15% more crop area was
reported by field functionaries. But the recent
‘very severe cyclone “Amphan” with wind
speeds of 155 kmph and 200 to 230 mm rain-
fall have devastated the jute crop in some parts
of North 24-Parganas, Hooghly, Nadia,
Murshidabad, East Midnapur and Howrah dis-
tricts of West Bengal which are main jute grow-
ing belt of West Bengal. The cyclone severely
affected the standing jute crop by lodging,spe-
cially that attains a height of 0.5 to 1.5 mt.

!ute is the important cash crop in eastern

Permission required
to enter Chittaranjan
Locomotive Works

Chittaranjan: As per notification of Govt. of West
Bengal in the year 1971, No. 871-P dtd 06-02-1971
and of the Public Order dtd.06.02 .1971under the
provisions of sections 2 (31), (2) 32,3, 144,146, and
further to Railway Act , Chittaranjan township had
been declared as Protected places and for entry and
exit into the township prior permission of the con-
cerned Security Officer will be required .This pro-
cedure are being followed since then. More over, in
view of the current serious situation of COVID-19
pandemic , CLW administration is following strict-
ly the recent guidelines of Ministry of Health and
Family Welfare, Govt.of India and of Govt. of West
Bengal by proper vigil and by deploying securi-
ty personnel at various gates of this township to stop
un authorise entry . Our efforts has lead to posi-
tive results and because of these strict measures,
CLW township has so far, till the current Lockdown
4.0, not reported a single Corona positive case.

2020 _POWER_47758 1

at GGSSTP, Rupnagar.
Time period: One year

this office.
Note:

through e-tendering only.

RTP 22/2020

(Regd. Office: PSEB Head Office, The Mall Patiala - 147001,
Corporate Identity Number: U40109PB20105GC033813
Website: www.pspcl.in
E-Tender Enquiry No. 272/P-3 /EMP-W 11703 dt. 19.05.2020 & Tender ID:

Scope of Work: Work of loading of material from transporter's godown /Rail-
way Station, Loading /unloading, Checking, Counting and stacking of material
at O&M stores, Shifting and Restacking of scrap material, preservation of mate-
rial during storage, transfer of material from one Store Keeper to another Store
Keeper and all other activities associated with handling of storage of material

EMD: Rs. 50,000/ - fixed

Date & time up to which tender shall be received 22.06.2020 & 11:00 AM
Date & time of opening of tender 25.06.2020 & 11:30 AM

Tender specification can only be downloaded from PSPCL website

hitps://eproc.punjab.gov.in & no hard copy of the same will be issved by

1) In case any difficulty regarding uploading of the tender the prospective bid-
ders are requested to get clarification from this office and or e-procurement
system Government of Punjab. Contact No.+91- (172)-2970263/284. It is
also requested to get their digital signature well in time so as to submit tenders

2) It is informed that in case tender process is not completed due to any reason,
no corrigendum will be published in newspapers. Detdails regarding corrigendum
may be seen on website. eproc.puniab.gov.in

Dy. CE Monitoring,
GBSSTP Rupnagar

PSPCL website: www.pspcl.in

Energy Saved is Energy Ceenerated
Pay Electricity bill online 24x7on
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‘Definition of a
heroine has evolved’

Actor BHUMI PEDNEKAR feels
the definition of a heroine has
changed, with the audience open
to stories that they can relate to.

“All the films |
have been a part of or
the roles | have
played are all so dif-
ferent from each
other. They may
have few over-
lapping similari-
ties like for
example my
characters tell \
the stories of
women in the
heartlands,”
Bhumi said.

“l 'am proud
of the cinema
that | have done
so far. It has
helped me con-
nect to my audi-
ence. In today’s
time the defini-
tion of a heroine
has undergone N
change and evolved,” #&
she added.

A

‘Candle
showcases a
glimpse of my

.{ journey so far,
which has been
full of
surprises,
struggles, celebrations
and soul-searching.
One thing that ties this
journey together is love
and hope that
everything happens for
the right reasons. |
hope it motivates my
fans burn brightly no
matter what obstacles
they face.’

—Madhuri Dixit

Actor VARUN
SHARMA, popular as
Choocha in the
Fukrey films, is try-
ing to expand his lin-
guistic skills. He is
learning Spanish dur-
ing the lockdown.

“It is difficult to keep yourself
busy all the time, so | thought
why not use this time to explore a
new skill. Hence, | am learning a
new language. | always wanted to
learn a new language and finally |
got some time,” Varun said.

He has also been learning
painting with tips from his moth-
er.

On the work front, Varun will
be sharing screen space with
Rajkummar Rao and Janhvi

‘l was anxious
about giving birth’

Actor AMERICA FERRERA has

admitted that she was very ner-

vous and anxious about giving

birth during the Coronavirus pan-
demic.

Earlier this month,
Ferrera, popular for
her role in the show
Ugly Betty, wel-
comed her sec-
ond child, a
daughter Lucia
Marisol.

! In an episode
+  of Katie’s Crib
* podcast, she con-
. fessed that she
 had to cut down
. onnews intake
% during pregnan-
,,1 cy in order to
. not panic.
© “I just know |
have to put up
my filter because
\ | don’t have the
emotional
Ty Capacity to
let that in,”
- said she.

T
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Iy Kapoor in Roohi Afzana. /
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With the gradual opening up of offices amid lockdown 4.0, there are a number of precautions
that we need to take to remain physically and psychologically healthy, says AYUSHI SHARMA

LIFE GOES ON

ndoubtedly, all of us have been
l | going through a lot of stress these
days. People tend to feel miserable
because there are a host of uncertainties
this pandemic holds. Someone might have
lost a job or fears that they would, some
are struggling to put together money to
pay bills, a few of them are worried about
their health and safety or that of their
loved ones. The continuous onslaught of
worry, fear and insecurity is certainly
increasing mental health issues day by day.
But how much more can you stop the
world from moving? The economic dam-
age from staying home could be worse
than the impact of the disease, believe
many global leaders. Yes, we are talking
about learning to live with the virus.

Now, since the Centre has announced
the opening of offices and industrial units
amid lockdown 4.0, the major question
here is — how can people psychological-
ly and behaviourally rewire themselves
while rejoining office? Experts share that
it is very important that the guidelines are
adopted in the community as a behaviour-
al change.

The risk of returning to normal, as we
knew it, is in no way possible. However,
MBBS, MD, Psychiatrist, Dr Anuneet
Sabharwal says, “The risk cannot be cal-
culated. It is hard to get back into the rou-
tine of things when you first return to
work but you can start by planning the day
in advance and making a list of things that
needs to done. Strategising your work and
focussing on doing one task at a time
might help you to feel in control. Once you
start doing it, your natural work rhythm
will fall back into place. And you can start
to feel productive again”

According to the recent data, a signif-
icant and sustained increase in symptoms
of anxiety and depression have been
reported. People with pre-existing health
conditions and aged adults have all
reported higher rates of anxiety and fear,
shares Ariba Abbasi, Senior Counseling
Psychologist, Msc, BA. The pandemic has
brought huge changes in our lifestyle.
Niharika Mehta, Psychologist at
Hiranandani Hopsital Vashi, a Fortis
Network, tells us that new habits have to
be adopted and conscious precautions
have to be taken. Just as a new normal of
different trends (such as diets, workout
routines, fashion) are accepted, a new nor-
mal of work culture should be accepted
as well. Being aware and accepting of
change is the very first step towards adjust-
ing to it, she feels.

Every other expert believe that psy-
chologically people need to accept this as
anew reality and take precautions on how
to safe guard themselves. Ekta Soni,
Chief Clinical Psychologist, suggests that
we should focus on the things that are in
our control — hand washing, using
mask, sanitising and social distancing. “If
we were to live constantly with insecuri-
ty and give fuel to our negative thoughts,
then we would paralyse ourselves and not
do anything. Eventually, things will snow-
ball into a big mountain. Over a period
of time, we will all develop our own safe-
ty measures and these would become

habitual. The fear has led to the rise of cat-
astrophising (view or present a situation
as considerably worse than it actually is)
and hypochondriacal (obsession with
the idea of having a serious but undiag-
nosed medical condition) traits,” she
says.

As per official derivatives, provi-
sions for thermal scanning and sanitisa-
tion are being done. But what precautions
can be taken individually? Dr Anuneet
shares some of these simple measures that
can be taken in order to prevent contract-
ing the virus: Understand the signs and
symptoms: The symptoms can include
cough, fever, cold or shortness of breath.
Most people may only experience mild
symptoms but some can become very sick
with additional health issues. If you
think you may have been exposed to a
person with COVID-19 and have symp-
toms, then get in touch with the emer-
gency room immediately and inform
them about your travel history as well. The
best way to protect yourself is to practise
good hygiene. Wash your hands regular-
ly with soap and water for at least 20 sec-
onds. If soap and water are not readily
available, use an alcohol based hand sani-
tiser. Avoid touching your mouth, eyes
and nose with unwashed hands. Maintain
social distancing when you step out of
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home. Clean and disinfect frequently
touched objects and places. It is highly rec-
ommended that people wear masks when-
ever stepping out of their homes, especial-
ly in situations where maintaining social
distancing is difficult. You can use a tissue
or a toothpick while touching the lift but-
tons. Make sure there is enough distance
between you and your colleagues’s seat. At
lunchtime, eat at a distance from others.
The threat of disease can lead us to
become harsher judges of the people
within our social group. The social attitude
of people have become more conservative.
This may reflect much deeper psycholog-

ical shifts. So what can be done? Dr Ekta
feels that it is true that people may become
more conservative but the mindset has to
change from avoiding people to taking the
above mentioned precautions ourselves.
“People must realise that the fight is
against the virus and not with each other.
It is possible to win only if we all work
together. It is important that people take
responsibility for educating people in
their social circles or extended families.
Make sure to circulate right and verified
information only;,” explains Dr Ariba.
These times are difficult for every sin-
gle individual. Everyone is taking time to

Hope, comfort and love

New parents should feel positive about having a child irrespective of the environment
around. Experts suggest and share some tips to deal positively with the threat perception

related to the new born. By Team Viva

The thought of bringing the child
into the world is filled with
phases of happiness, fear and anx-
iety. It is difficult to imagine what
new parents are going through in
the post-COVID world.

It has affected the plans of new
parents and expectant couples.
Parenthood is a blessing and it is a
priceless feeling when you wel-
come your baby for the first time
into this world. Nothing can ever
come close to this emotion.

But during this these times of
crisis, when there is a threat percep-
tion related to the new born, the
realities of parenthood have
changed and this makes it impor-
tant to ensure that positivity engulfs
the new parents even more today.

The ad world too is taking
note. Recently, Pampers India
released a film
#WelcomeToTheWorld for the new-

process the change and take care of their
well-being. Compassion, empathy, and sup-
port will make it easier, believes Dr
Niharika. She says, “If someone is taking
time off from social media to disconnect
or not responding to calls and messages,
instead of dealing with it negatively, try to
understand that the person needs time to
focus on self. It has nothing to do with your
relationship. This strengthens the bond and
creates a sense of social security and sup-
port. It’s extremely important, especially in
the current situation,” says she.

Certainly, the pandemic will still be
there but life has to go on...

WEBBED

I'M NO LONGER HERE

A terrible misunderstanding with a local gang sends
17-year-old Ulises, leader of a group hooked on cumbia
music, across the border to save his life. Starring Juan
Daniel Garcia, Angelina Chen and Jonathan Espinoza,
the film releases on May 27 on Netflix.

born babies with reference to the
current context. At a time when a
new mother is experiencing emo-
tional upheaval, it captures her
strength and positive outlook for her
baby and portrays the true essence
of the new world that will unfold for
her newborn with each step and
each milestone.

Dr Archana Dhawan Bajaj,
Gynecologists and Obstetrician and
IVF Expert, Nurture IVF Centre
says that the expectant couples
need to understand that everyone
who’s in the hospital or is going
through a checkup is not COVID
positive. And even if you contract
an infection, there are chances that
it would be a mild infection and not
something related to Corona”

This is a lot of threat perception
related to the newborns.
Dhanvarsha Dadhich from Jodhpur
is expecting her second child. She
says: “T am just so scared of carry-
ing this baby. Not just delivery but
taking care of the child has become
a scary task. I fear stepping out of
my room as my area is a Corona

hotspot."

Dr Archana says that this is a
new disease and there are very few
studies related to it. So it would be
difficult for anyone to comment on
what would be the chances of a new
born. “We just need to keep in mind
the three portals of infection for the
baby. First is the mother herself. So
she needs to ensure that she main-
tains distance, use masks and take
necessary relevant precautions. The
other point of contact is the hospi-
tal where you deliver. Anybody
who's about to deliver should choose
their hospital very wisely. You
should only deliver in a hospital
which COVID tests all its pregnant
women. Any good maternity will
test the mother before taking her
into the labour room. Try and
avoid multi-speciality hospital
where people from all kinds of ail-
ments are likely to come. The gen-
eral public has a higher chance of
getting infected as compared to a
pregnant woman because she is
home bound and takes better care.
The third place where the baby can
get infected is when you are visit-

ing a paediatrician. So ensure that
you go only when it's really neces-
sary. Consult through video confer-
ences and for things like immuniza-
tion, go only when your paediatrics
tell you that it is urgent” Though are
various drawbacks of video confer-
encing as there is never a replace-
ment for seeing a doctor. Doctors
cannot judge many diseases unless
they physically see the patient. But
then, any good doctor will tell you
to come to them if they are not get-
ting adequate information through
video conferencing.

It is also very important to
understand that this fear of Corona
will only make you feel anxious. “It
is going to stay for at least two years.
Women, their families and extend-
ed families need to get out of this
phobia. Pregnant women are enter-
ing hospitals like Eskimos. They are
covered from head to toe. This heat
will smother them. So this fear has
to go,” says Dr Archana.

Pointing towards the silver lin-
ing, she says that a lot of male part-
ners will get the chance to look after
their wives and babies which they

wouldn’t have been able to do oth-
erwise. That's a plus. “Also, having
a baby around this time gives you
the opportunity to interact with
him/her as you are homebound. If
you are not stepping out and main-
taining your quarantine, then your
baby is not going to contract infec-
tions. In this scenario, other diseases
that are specific to summer and
would have occurred otherwise
will also not happen,” says she.

The new parents should follow
all the necessary precautions — stay
indoors, avoid meeting people or
seeing vendors, don't get domestic
helps who come daily, prefer the
ones who stays within the house, eat
well to increase your vitality, drink
a lot water, keep exercising so that
your lung capacity remains high,
breathe fresh air, walk on your ter-
race or balcony. These are some of
the little things one needs to take
care of.

“Other than that being a new
parent you have to condition your-
self being positive irrespective of the
environment around,” says Dr
Archana.

SPACE FORCE

A four-star general begrudgingly teams up with an
eccentric scientist to get the US military’s newest agency
— Space Force — ready for lift-off. Created by Steve Carell
and Greg Daniels, season 1 releases on May 29 on Netflix.

THE VAST OF NIGHT

In the twilight of the 1950s, on one fateful night in
New Mexico, a young switch board operator Fay and
charismatic radio DJ Everett discover a strange audio
frequency that could change their small town and the
future forever. Directed by Andrew Patterson, the film
releases on May 29 on Amazon Prime Video.
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technology had been separated

from spirituality. However, a lot
of scientific research done in the last
four decades has confirmed the far-
reaching benefits of yoga and
Ayurveda. The world is reaching out
to integrate this ancient wisdom
with the modern developments in
medicine and psychology. While
shooting my latest film, Yoga for
Health & Global Harmony, Sujata
Chatterji and I travelled across four
continents and many countries to
witness the marvellous blend of
modern thinking and yoga which is
taking place today. The deep con-
nection between physical body,
mind, emotions and spirit within us
is being rediscovered around the
globe.

Scientific research done in the
last 30 to 40 years has confirmed the
benefits of yoga. It has been found
that it contributes to health and hap-
piness of people in all walks of life.
Further research needs to be done
and yoga needs to be introduced in
all branches of education, medicine
and even in the workplace.

Yoga goes far beyond the med-

In the recent past, science and

d
i

BLEND OF SGIENGE AND SPIRITUALITY

Research during the last few decades has confirmed that yoga contributes to health and happiness of people. Filmmaker, art
historian and photographer BENOY K BEHL explored the idea while shooting his latest film, Yoga for Health & Global Harmony

ical system. It not only prevents dis-
ease but it covers all aspects of life.
Integration of yoga and modern
medicine would help the world to
shift from disease management to
health promotion.

In an interview in the film, Dr

Ananda Balayogi from Puducherry,
who is a yoga expert as well as a doc-
tor shares, “Yoga has come a long
way from the time when it was con-
fined to the ashrams in the forests
or the caves of the high Himalayas.
It is now found in modern hospi-

tals”

He says, “Genetic potentialities
may be preventable from becoming
actualities. Our genes are like a
loaded gun but the choice of
whether the trigger is pulled or not
lies with us. Yoga enables us to make

the right choice”

In next interview, Dr Andreas
Michalsen from Charite University
Hospital, Berlin, shares, “Step-by-
step in the last few years, we see
more acceptance of yoga in main-
stream medicine. It means that it is

now almost an established part of
standard medical care in Germany”’

Another Ayurveda and yoga
expert, Ramesh Vangal from
Bengaluru, India, explains that
yogas entire essence is a concept
called samatvam, which means bal-

ance. “It’s very logical, when you are
balanced, your body heals daily. So
balance is what restores and heals
you in a way that no medicine does.
Most allopathic medicines basical-
ly treat the symptoms. They provide
symptomatic relief, they can never

cure;” says he.

For instance, Vangal tells us, “If
I had diabetes and I am taking an
allopathic medicine, what does it
do? It cuts the symptoms but the
moment I stop taking it, I get dia-
betes back again. However, if I am
balanced, I am able to fight the
imbalance and restore health” Anu
Ramaswamy, Teachers Training
Course Student, Sivananda Yoga
Farm, Grass Valley CA, says in the
next interview, “I have restless leg
syndrome, it’s also known as Willis-
Ekbom Disease. It's a nerve neuro-
muscular pain in the leg and I have
had it for about 15 to 20 years. Since
it is a neuromuscular condition, the
medicines are invasive and affect the
nervous system. Meditation and
pranayama actually helps me to
keep the pain either in control or
pretty much not experience it all.
Also, I used to take the highest dose
of sulfonylurea for diabetes till
about six months ago, now I don’t
take it at all”

Yoga researcher and expert, Dr
Sat Bir Khalsa, Brigham and
Women’s Hospital, Boston, USA,
says, “Modern medicine tends to be
divided between psychiatry on the
one hand and physical medicine on
the other. The two really don't talk
to each other, yet obviously the
mind and body are inexplicably
linked. So yoga addresses that link
between mind and body”

Working at the Corona

hotspots from morning
till evening, women police con-
stables have been walking on the
line of fire since the beginning
of the nation-wide lockdown.
Their contribution must be
recognised not just as public ser-
vants but as women who are tak-
ing care of the nation along with
their children and families.

Standing under the sun in
Harnaamdas area — one of the
hotspots of Meerut, constable
Latesh sanitises her hands and
then brings her mask down to
wipe the sweat dripping down
her forehead. “I have two chil-
dren. The schools are shut so I
am a little relaxed about their
safety. I reach home around
nine at night, take a bath, cook
dinner, help them in their stud-
ies, make preparations for the
next day and then go to bed past
midnight. To ensure that all the
household chores are complete
before I leave for my duty, I have
to wake up at five,” shared
Latesh who, despite being wor-
ried about her health, puts duty
first. The only thing she com-
plains of is the lack of sanitation
facilities. “Risk of contamination
is higher in hotspot areas. In
such a situation, where are we
expected to relieve ourselves?
There is no police station near-
by where we could use the
washroom. In its absence, we
have to request people to allow
us to enter their houses which
increases our chances of expo-
sure. We take huge risks to sur-
vive,” she added.

Constable Meenu, who is
also posted in a hotspot in
Meerut shares the challenges
posed by the 12-hour long duty.
“After reaching home, I bathe
and keep my uniform outside
the house in a separate box. In
this 12-hour duty, I do not get
time to wash and iron my uni-
form every day and have to use
the same uniform for two days,”
says she as she has to complete
other household chores before
and after the duty.

She believes that people are
safe inside their houses and she
puts in extra efforts to ensure
that lockdown guidelines are

HYDROXYCHLOROQUINE UPS DEATH RISK

Asigniﬁcant observational study led by Professor Mandeep
R Mehra, executive director of the Brigham and Women’s
Hospital Center for Advanced Heart Disease in Boston, has
claimed that treatment with antimalarial drug chloroquine or
hydroxychloroquine

(taken with or without .

antibiotics i

azithromycin or d 3 -
clarithromycin) offers a G e

no benefit for patients .« e
with Covid-19. =l *.;‘__it a

The study,
published in the
journal The Lancet, comes after US President Donald Trump
said he is taking hydroxychloroquine to ward off
Coronavirus, even though health officials have warned it may
be unsafe. “This is the first large scale study to find
statistically robust evidence that treatment with chloroquine
or hydroxychloroquine does not benefit patients with COVID-
19,” said Mehra.

“Instead, our findings suggest it may be associated
with an increased risk of serious heart problems and
increased risk of death,” he warned.

being followed strictly in the
areas assigned to her. “We eat
while standing outside the gates
of the affected colony so that
people are safe,” says she.

In another hotspot area of
Meerut City, a woman constable
Anita is seen scolding people for
roaming unnecessarily on the
streets. And then, the very next
moment, she is video calling her
toddler daughter and calming
her down. She is serving the
public for the last nine years.
“We have to be strict as people
do not understand the threat.
We are standing here in a con-
taminated area risking our lives
and people want to roam outside
— I do not understand this,”
rues Anita, hinting towards the
irresponsible behaviour of peo-
ple who, despite having the
privilege of staying inside their
houses, were breaking the rules
of the lockdown. “I am con-
cerned about my children as
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they are quite young. I have to
leave them with my mother-in-
law as my husband serves in the
Indian Army and is posted out-
side Meerut.”

These women posted in
high-risk areas consider this
‘special-duty’ as an opportunity
to serve the people of the coun-
try. In the interviews, they admit
that they are not afraid of
Corona and will keep the hon-
our of the uniform by serving till
their last breath. “While talking
to my parents, I wanted to tell
them how much I missed them
but then I remembered why I
joined the police services,” shares
Sonam whose parents live in
Saharanpur while she has been
serving as a constable for the last
10 years in Meerut.

Although, these women con-
stables are fearless, but they
have their weak moments too.
Sharing one such incident, con-
stable Bobby says, “On the very

SHE, THE FORCE

Women constables serving in Corona hotspots take huge risks to survive
in difficult situations with courage and pride, says SHALU AGARWAL

. e

first day of my posting in the
hotspot area, I was scared. As
part of our daily routine, my par-
ents called me during noon and
I wanted to ask my mother to
pray for my health but I had to
hold back my nervousness so
that they don’t get tensed”

Be it the police, health or
sanitation department, every
person serving in the high-risk
environment is equally vulner-
able and can easily be exposed to
COVID-19 but it is about time
that the dual roles of women are
acknowledged. They carry var-
ious responsibilities — devote 12
hours in the hotspot regions,
eight hours to household chores
and get hardly four hours for
themselves. On ground, they
are more exposed to sanitation
and hygiene challenges than
men, yet stand in the line of duty
with equal courage, fighting
Corona effectively. Salute!

—(Charkha Features)

Share hope and compassion

It is only our good karma which will help us tide over crisis rather than our
status or wealth, says RAJY0GI BRAHMAKUMAR NIKUNJ JI

ost of us would agree that

COVID-19 has turned the world
upside down. Everything — how we
live, interact with each other, the way
we work, communicate and of course,
the way we travel — has been impact-
ed. However, inspite of these negative
effects, there are many positive ones
too, which many of us would have
observed while staying under lock-
down. It is so wonderful to see that dur-
ing such disasters, suddenly we all for-
get our caste, creed, religion, status and
come together to focus solely on sur-
vival, sharing hope and compassion.
We simply do this because we cannot
bear to see the misery and suffering of
our fellow beings. Hence, their pain
becomes ours. Just imagine not being
able to be a part of last rites of a loved
one or feeling helpless at not getting a
hospital bed for him/her. Under such
circumstances, when a person who is
not even known to us helps us out of
the blue, it makes our belief in human-
ity and spirituality stronger.

It is so ironical that Armed forces
across the globe are not fighting each
other, but are distributing food, water
and medicines to their citizens. From
where does this loving humanity arise
so spontaneously at a time like this?
Today, we have a renewed sense of
trust, in every human being and the
government, as we continue to part
with our wealth and services, hoping
that they will reach the needy.

The pandemic as well as other nat-
ural disasters that we are witnessing
today are, in a way, a reflection of our
inner world — mirroring the tsunamis,
volcanic eruptions and earthquakes
that continually break out in our
mind. The ruthless energy of anger,
violence and greed has taken a toll on
mankind and mother earth. As we keep
exploiting earth’s mineral resources,
hack its forests, pollute its water,
deplete the soil, we rob it of all its ener-
gy. Thus this is nature’s way of telling
us that ‘enough is enough’ Since most
of us do not realise that mother earth
has a heart and she, too, has feelings,
we keep on hurting her without any
kind of remorse. Just like we express
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our love and affection towards our
mother, we should do the same with
mother earth.

Majority of us thank anyone who
gives us something or helps us in some-
way. But do we do the same with moth-
er earth? How many of us have thanked
her for the fresh-air, water, food, sun
and many more things that she gives
us since the time we were born. How
many of us have apologised for inflict-
ing so much pain on her? Many would
counter question, how do we do this?
Or how do we communicate with
nature ? Well, the simplest and easiest
way to do this is by praying or medi-

There are no great things, only small things with great love. Happy are those.

RESEARCGHERS DEVELOP EFFICIENT N95 FILTER

ince the outbreak of J— ‘

CQOVID-19, there’s

been a worldwide

shortage of face masks ol
— particularly, the N95
ones, now researchers
have developed a
membrane that can be
attached to a regular
N95 mask and replaced when needed.

The filter has a smaller pore size than normal N95
masks, potentially blocking more virus particles, the
researcher from King Abdullah University of Science and
Technology, Saudi Arabia, said. According to the study,
published in the journal ACS Nano, N95 masks filter about
85 per cent of particles smaller than 300 nm.

SARS-CoV-2 (Covid-19) is in the size range of 65-125
nm, so some virus particles could slip through these
coverings. Also, because of shortages, many workers had to
wear the same N95 mask, even though its intended for
single use. To help with this, the researchers wanted to
develop a membrane that more efficiently filters particles
the size of SARS-CoV-2.

tating with positive thoughts which
most of us can do. You never know the
impact of your pure thoughts. One
must not forget that there is a deep con-
nection that we all share with mother
earth — a feeling, a knowledge that
during times of need, she would cer-
tainly come and defend us. Hence, we
must realise that natural disasters in
particular are a wakeup call as to where
we are investing all our energies. Are
we too busy giving value to accumu-
lating, hoarding, storing, stockpiling
material wealth and possessions, and
not giving enough time to the uplift-
ment of the soul. It is quite unfortunate
that we need such disasters to bring the
world together as one big family. Isn’t
it time to be wise and not commit the
same mistakes that we have been
committing till now? If only our vision
would remain the same for all the time
— a vision of oneness, embracing all,
being non-judgmental, creating har-
mony in a relationships, so that we can
be there for each other no matter what,
as a family would be.

So let us all come together as one
to support every member of the glob-
al human family and start respecting
mother nature who is a life-giver.
Remember that no status or wealth
would ever matter during disasters. The
only thing that would matter would be
our good karma, which would help us
tide over bad situations and carry us
forward.

—Mother Teresa

PLACENTA INJURY SIGN OF COVID

he placentas from 16 women who tested positive for Covid-

19 while pregnant showed evidence of injury, the organ that
acts as the gut, kidneys, liver and lungs for a fetus during
pregnancy, say researchers.

According to the study, published in the American Journal
of Clinical Pathology, pathological exams completed directly
following birth found evidence of
insufficient blood flow from the
mother to the fetus and blood .
clots in the placenta. The injury |
seen in the placentas shows ]
abnormal blood flow between
the mothers and their babies in
utero. The findings could help 'li
inform how pregnant women
should be clinically monitored ¥
during the pandemic.

“Most of these babies were delivered full-term after
otherwise normal pregnancies, so you wouldn’t expect to find
anything wrong with the placentas, but this virus appears to be
inducing some injury in the placenta,” said study senior author
Dr Jeffrey Goldstein, assistant professor of pathology from US.
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SOCIAL ISOLATION MAY UP HEART ATTACK RISK

esearchers have -

revealed that
people who are
socially isolated are
over 40 per cent more
likely to have a
cardiovascular event,
such as a heart attack
or stroke, than those who were socially integrated.

The study also found that those who are socially
isolated are almost 50 per cent more likely to die from any
cause.

“We have known for some time that feeling lonely or
lacking contact with close friends and family can have an
impact on your physical health,” said study researcher Dr
Janine Gronewold from University Hospital in Essen,
Germany.

“What this study tells us is that having strong social
relationships is of high importance for your heart health
and similar to the role of classical protective factors such
as having a healthy blood pressure, acceptable cholesterol
levels, and normal weight,” Gronewold added.

PHONE MEASURES HB WITHOUT DRAWING BLOOD

Researchers have developed a way to use smartphone
images of a person’s eyelids to assess blood
hemoglobin levels — a protein in red blood cells that
carries oxygen.

The ability to perform one of the most common
clinical lab tests without a blood draw could help reduce
the need for in-person

clinic visits, make it
easier to monitor
patients who are in
critical
condition, the
study,
published

in the
Optica
journal said.
“Our new mobile
health approach paves the way for bedside or remote
testing of blood hemoglobin levels for detecting anemia,
acute kidney injury and haemorrhages, or for assessing
blood disorders such as sickle cell anemia,” said study
researcher Young Kim from Purdue University in the US.
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chairman Anil Kumble
says the recommenda-
tion to ban saliva for
shining the ball is only

N

ICC cricket committee

. an interim measure and
< - “things will go back to
I ™ normal” once the
 —y e 1 Covid-19 pandemic
= . is brought under
— e ———— control.

The Kumble-

led panel recom-

mended a ban on

saliva to minimise

the risk of infection.

On Friday, the ICC,

in its guidelines for

resumption of the game, also suggest-
ed a bar on the practice.

“..This is only an interim measure
and as long as we have hopefully con-
trol over Covid-19 in a few months or
ayear’s time then I think things will go
back to as normal as it can be,” Kumble
told Star Sports show Cricket Connected.
’ “If things get back to normal with-
i in three-four months and we are able
to stage matches like we used to do in

xl February and March, then these rules
won't apply.

“As long as the medical advisory

R 4 doesn’t change, the rule will stay;” he

added. The legendary former spinner,
however, acknowledged the bowler’s
dependence on saliva.

“Of course we all know saliva has
been a part and parcel of cricket for so
many years. “As bowlers, we used to
apply saliva on ball, sometimes for grip
also, we applied saliva. But with this dis-
— ease, it can also be asymptomatic, that

is why we deiced to ban it he
- -

explained.

There have also been discussions
on whether the ICC would allow usage
of external substances like wax to
shine the ball. Kumble said there were
discussions on usage of external sub-
stances but .

“Using wax is not allowed, we have
never used external substances. We can
use sweat. Everyone is talking about
(how) it will affect the pacers, grass
should be left. Why not leave it dry and
play two spinners?” he quipped.

“.If youlook back at the history of
the game, I mean we have been very
critical and we have been very focused
on eliminating any external substances
coming into the game,” Kumble added
addressing the speculation.

He cited the 2018 ball-tampering
scandal, which led to bans on
Australian cricketers Steve Smith,
David Warner and Cameron Bancroft.

“Whether you are literally legalis-
ing, if you are looking to do that now
which obviously has had a great impact
over the last couple of years,” he said.

“ICC took a decision but then
cricket Australia took, even a more
tougher stance on what happened dur-
ing that series between South Africa
and Australia, so we did consider
that,” he said.

SALIVA BAN ONLY AN INTERIM MEASURE

It will be back to normal once Covid situation under control, says ICC
cricket committee chairman Kumble

|ICC must ensure bowling-friendly
pitches in Tests: Pathan

PTI B NEW DELHI

Former India pacer Irfan Pathan
reckons that the ban on using sali-
va for shining the ball is a significant
blow to bowlers and authorities
should ensure preparation of bowl-
ing-friendly Test wickets to prevent
complete domination of the game by
the batsmen.

“You will to have make sure that
pitches are more suitable to the
bowlers than batsmen to negate the

advantage (of not being able use sali-
va). If you are not able to shine the
ball properly, you will not be able to
cut the air because of scientific rea-
sons.

“And if you are not able to swing
it, the batsman will have it easy
because nobody fears just pace, it is
the combination of pace and swing
that troubles them,” Pathan, one of
the best exponents of swing bowling
in Indian cricket said.

“It (ban) will affect bowlers a lot
in Test matches. It won't be an issue
in white-ball cricket as the bowlers
anyway don't shine the ball after the
first few overs, they want to make it
soft (to make strokeplay tougher for
the batsman).

“But in red-ball cricket, whether
you are a fast bowler or spinner, you
need to shine the ball. Spinner relies
on shine to drift the ball. That will
be a big advantage for batsman. The
game will become even more bats-
men friendly,” said the first Indian
pacer to take a Test hat-trick.

‘Saliva ban can enhance skills of bowlers’

PTI ® LONDON

England captain Joe Root feels the
ban on using saliva might improve
the skills of the bowlers, who will have
to work harder to get something out
of the pitch.

“It could work in our favour and
up skill levels”

“Not having the assistance that
you might normally have means your
accuracy has to improve,” he was quot-
ed as saying by metro.Co.Uk.

“Guys will have to find another

way to get something out of the sur-
face, whether that’s a bit more effort,
changing angles on the crease, using
the wobble seam they might not have
in their locker.

“It could develop our bowlers in
a four or five-week period”

Rohit Sharma & Mamsh Pandey watch other players train during nets BCCI

Rohit to clear fitness test
before resuming training

MUMBAI: India’s limited-overs
vice captain Rohit Sharma
says he has fully recovered
from the calf injury that
forced him to leave the tour
of New Zealand midway ear-
lier this year but the fitness
test has been continuously
delayed because of the Covid-
19 lockdown.

“Before the lockdown
happened, I was almost ready
to play. That whole week was
going to be my fitness test but
that's when the lockdown
happened and I had to push
back everything now;” Rohit
told LaLigas Facebook Live
session on Saturday night.

“Once everything opens
up, I have to first go to the
centre (NCA) and give my fit-
ness test and once I pass the
fitness test, [ will be allowed
to go and resume my duties
with the team”

The Indian limited overs
deputy said he is missing
hanging out with his team-
mates and is looking for-
ward to training with them
when things get back to nor-
mal.

“Yes, I miss my team-
mates, hanging around with
them and having a banter
with them. Although as
friends we are trying to stay
in touch through the video
calls to see what's one been up
to, things like that and we
manage that pretty well,” he
said.

“When you are playing
together, almost from 365
days, we are together for 300
days, we are playing, travelling
together, so its like a family.
So the first thing I want to do
is to catch up with all these
guys and try hit some balls as
soon as I can”

Mumbai is one of the
worst affected by the conta-
gious disease and Rohit said
it might take more time for
him to resume training.

“T am assuming that
those (other) places might
open up lot earlier than
Mumbai, the city where I stay
and which is the most infect-
ed. I feel the other guys will
send me videos of catching up
with each other a lot earlier
than I do,” he said. PTI

Taylor urges ICC to decide
WT?20 fate this week

Misbah-ul-Haq has said.

arriving at a decision.

haste since the showpiece event is
the best product to highlight crick-
et once activities resume, Pakistan
head coach and chief selector,

Misbah said though logistics is
a huge challenge due to the prevail-
ing circumstances, the authorities
must deliberate enough before

“The logistics of hosting 16
teams is not easy but the authori-
ties should give it time and wait for
amonth or more before taking any
decision,” Misbah said in an inter-

PTI W MELBOURNE Nine Network. view to Youtube channel.
“It would proba- “Everyone wants to see the T20
bly be good (if a deci- | World Cup. It would be the best

Former Australia
captain Mark Taylor
does not foresee the
T20 World Cup sched-
uled in October-
November going ahead
and wants the ICC to
take a decision during
its Board meeting this
week.

Taylor also feels
that if IPL takes place
during the window the
T20 World Cup was to
be held, the Australian
players are likely to be
cleared by their Board
to take part in

sion is made this
week). Because then
everyone can start
planning and we can
stop sitting here and
saying ‘well ifs, buts or
maybes”

Taylor also said the
CA wants to keep
BCCI happy so the
Australia players are
likely to be cleared for
the IPL if it happens in
October.

Pat Cummins, who
was bought for a record

amount of

upcoming tour to England will not
be easy for either the players, coach-

Shirts from July to play three Tests
and three T20 matches.

“The idea is to first have one to
one training then increase the
number of players to groups. We
need to get together and train to be
prepared for a comeback to crick-
et. “Tt is not going to be easy also get-
ting used to new rules like not
applying saliva sweat to shine the
ball. I am hoping a three-week camp
in Pakistan and then more practice
in quarantine in England should get
the players prepared.”

The Pakistan coach had no
doubt the players will face difficul-
ties adjusting to the new laws and
bio-security environment. “We will
be taking a group of 25 to 27 play-

Don’t postpone T20 WC in haste: Misbah - Bicycle girl Jyoti wants to appear for

KARACHI: The authorities must not o
postpone the T20 World Cup in r

trials but studies first priority, says father

PTI B KOLKATA

ihar school girl Jyoti

Kumari, who cycled 1200
km with her injured father
from New Delhi to Darbhanga,
will appear for Cycling
Federation of India trials once
the lockdown ends even though
finishing matriculation is her
primary aim.

“We will surely send for the
trials after the lockdown is lift-
ed. She was enrolled into class
nine yesterday (Saturday). At
the moment, we want her to

year-old was forced to ferry her
father who was unable to walk
properly after a surgery to his
left knee following an accident.

As the story went viral, the
CFI duly took note of Jyoti’s
incredible feat of cycling more
than 1200-kilometres spanning
over a week.

“Yes we received the call
from New Delhi (Cycling
Federation of India). We said
she needs rest now may be after
two-three months we will see,”
Paswan, who fractured his leg in
an accident while driving his

es or anyone as circumstances are
not ideal for cricket.

Pakistan & England Boards
have discussed a tour by the Green

IT’S TIMO TIME

Liverpool bound Werner nets
hat-trick in Mainz rout

AFP M BERLIN

ers to England because we can't ask
for replacements and we all have to
be together from start to end so that
no one catches the virus” ~ PTI

were attacking at will when Kampl had
F a goal ruled out for offside soon after.
With 15 minutes left, Poulsen’s
floated free-kick was met by Werner
- volleyed past Mainz goalkeeper
)

A Florian Mueller to wrap up his hat-
- B trick.
The win leaves Leipzig third and
seven points behind leaders Bayern.
' Augsburg also enjoyed an away

win with a
Schalke.

product to highlight cricket once
activities resume,;” he said.
Misbah also said that their

Yussuf Poulsen then
marked his 250th

3-0 romp at

complete her matriculation,”
her father Mohan Paswan said
from Sirhulli near Darbhanga.

Rendered jobless and pen-

Jyoti Kumari 15, with her father at their

home in Darbhanga distrct in Binar A 2ute-rickshaw in January, said.

In her village Jyoti had ear-
lier regulary cycled 5 kms to
reach to her school.

niless because of the extended
Covid-19 lockdown, the 15-

Dortmund waiting on Hummels

DORTMUND: Borussia
Dortmund is waiting on
the fitness of defensive
chief Mats Hummels for
Tuesday’s Bundesliga top-
of-the-table showdown
at home to leaders Bayern
Munich.

The 2014 World Cup

the cash-rich %15.50 crore in Timo Werner bagged a hat-trick as appearance for
league in India. last year’s IPL RB Leipzig routed Mainz 5-0 behind ~ Leipzig by heading SCHALKE LOSE AGAIN
The ICC auction, is | closed doors on Sunday to climb to home a Marcel L Heiko Herrlich
Board meets [ m among the | third in the German league table as the  Sabitzer cross on enjoyed a perfect first
on May 28 to #&: Australianskeen | striker moved to within three goals of 23 minutes. Bundesliga game on
discuss a host to take part in | the Bundesliga’s top-scorer Robert The pair the touchline as
of issues, this year’s com- | Lewandowski. reversed roles Augsburg coach,
including a revamped  petition. It was the 24-year-old’s third for the third a week after he
schedule and the fate of “The  Cricket | Bundesliga hat-trick havingalsonetted w h e n _ missed the loss

the mens T20 World
Cup in Australia.

“My feeling is the
World T20 wont go
ahead in Australia in
October as planned. Is
it going to be viable to
have a world tourna-
ment in October or
November? The
answer to that is prob-
ably No,” Taylor, also a
former Cricket
Australia director, was
quoted as saying by

goes
said.

Australia board will
want to keep India
happy. So they may
want to let the players
go to India if the IPL

“Because they want
India to come here this
summer and play,
which will be our
biggest summer in
terms of dollars. That’s
the sort of discussion
going on. No doubt”

November.

ahead,” Taylor

three times when Leipzig romped to an
8-0 home win against Mainz last

Werner’s treble leaves him
on 24 goals, while Bayern Munich
striker Lewandowski claimed his
27th Bundesliga goal this season
in the league leader’s 5-2 win over
Eintracht Frankfurt on Saturday.

Leipzig’s victory was the tenth win
for the visiting team in 17 matches since
the Bundesliga restarted last weekend.

Werner opened the scoring in
Mainz after 11 minutes when he con-
verted a low cross.

Poulsen laid

a pass off to §e= 4

ond goal three min-
utes into the second-
half when Kevin
Kampl played him
into the area.

The

Sabitzer
w h o
showed great fin-
ishing to make it
3-0 at the break.
Werner
grabbed his sec-

visitors Fem

C

AFP M BRUSSELS

Kim Clijsters is looking for-
ward to returning to the US
Open even though the coron-
avirus pandemic means that
since her second comeback
from retirement she has spent
more time with her family.

“I'm still motivated,” the
four-time Grand Slam winner
told a Belgium newspaper on
Sunday.

“I hope we can still play this
season. But even if we don', [
intend to keep going,” the
Belgian tennis star, who turns 37
in June, told Het Laatse Nieuws.

Clijsters had spells at num-
ber one before and after her first
retirement, from 2007-2009.

s R
She had her daughter in 2008.
She won the US Open before
that break and the Australian
Open and two more US titles
when she came back. She retired

for a second time after the US
Open in 2012. She has since had
two sons.

“I always felt T was ful-
filled,” Clijsters said in an earli-
er interview with the Tennis Hall
of Fame. “After I had our third
baby, Blake, I started travelling
to tournaments. I did commen-
tary.

“But I still felt more like a
player. A little itch started””

Returning to the tour poses
a challenge for a mother of three.

“I'm away a little bit, which
turned out to be not so much in
the last few months,” she said.

She began her second come-
back in February in Dubai,
where she lost to Garbine
Muguruza in the first round. She

Sters determined to press on with comeback

then lost to Johanna Konta in
her opening match in
Monterrey, the last tournament
before the womens tour shut
down at the start of March.

She was in the United States
when the tournament in Indian
Wells, where she planned to play
singles and partner Venus
Williams in the doubles, was
cancelled.

Clijsters told HLN that the
break had allowed her to rest her
body and allow injuries in her
knees to improve.

“If the US Open can hap-
pen, I want to be ready; she said
in the Hall of Fame interview. “I
would also be happy if T had to
play on court 18. I don't have to
be out on Arthur Ashe”

display.

Cordova

to Wolfsburg
because he broke

M Schalke continued their
slide down the table,
falling to eighth following
another poor defensive

Eduard Loewen, Noah
Sarenren Bazee and Sergio
scored as
(@8 Augsburg moved seven
points clear of the relega-

Achilles

quarantine rules to former club Bayern. he is not fit, Emre Can, Munich with a groin
buy toothpaste. “Mats has a problem  who replaced Hummels ~ strain,.
David Wagner’s with his Achilles tendon in Wolfsburg, will Boateng came off late

on

winner aggravated his
tendon
Saturday’s 2-0 win at
Wolfsburg which kept
second-placed Dortmund
four points behind lead-
ers Bayern. Hummels
came off at half-time on
Saturday, but Dortmund
still hope he can lead the
hosts’ defence against his

and we hope he can play

Tuesday,” said

in

Dortmund sports director
Michael Zorec.
“He has had the
problem for a while”
Hummels was treat-
ed at DortmundSs training
ground on Sunday and if

there are question marks
over midfielder Thiago
Alcantara and defender
Jerome Boateng.
Alcantara sat out
Saturday’s 5-2 thrashing
of Eintracht Frankfurt in

in the second-half with a
muscular knock. AFP

deputise against Bayern.
In the Munich squad,

tion play-off place.

“I'm totally happy,” said Herrlich,
whose team host the league’s bottom side
Paderborn on Wednesday.

“Well be celebrating quietly, because
we don’t have much time.

“But we have managed to turn

things around,” he added after Augsburg
ended a run of four straight defeats.

Augsburg host Paderborn on
Wednesday, the same day Schalke visit
strugglers Fortuna Duesseldorf, who
occupy the relegation play-off spot in
16th.

French Open
to be pushed
to end of Sept

PARIS: French Open director
Guy Forget indicated that the
clay court Grand Slam may be
pushed to the end of September
and can spill over into early
October.

“The official announce-
ment has not been made yet. It
(the French Open) will proba-
bly be between the end of
September and the beginning
of October;” Forget told French
radio Europe 1.

“We've been working close-
ly with the ATP, the WTA and
the ITF to make a global
announcement on what the cir-
cuit will be like until the end of
the year,” he said. IANS

Zidane changed my Idea about football: Ancelotti

IANS B LONDON

Carlo Ancelotti said that
French great Zinedine
Zidane gave him the chance to
move beyond the 4-4-2 forma-
tion. Ancelotti managed Zidane
when he led Juventus from 1999
to 2001.

“With Zidane, I tried to
change my idea about the sys-
tem. Zidane is the first player
who gave me the possibility to
change the system and play in a
different way,” Ancelotti, who
currently manages Everton in
the Premier League, told former
Liverpool defender Jamie
Carragher on Sky Sports.

“So when I had Zidane, in
the first year at Juventus, I
played with a system of 3-4-1-

2, having (Alessandro) Del Piero
and (Filippo) Inzaghi up front
and Zidane a little bit behind.
The second year, I played with
a back four but keeping two
strikers in front and one No 10
like Zidane.

“Zidane changed my idea
about football, I was so focused
before Juventus on 4-4-2 and
after with Zidane, I changed, I
wanted to put him in the best
position for him to let him be
more comfortable on the pitch,”
he added.

Ancelotti would later go on
to work with Zidane when he
coached Real Madrid and the
latter was his assistant manager.
Zidane took over from Ancelotti
and led Real to three consecu-
tive Champions League titles.



