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Acting on complaints by
Andhra Pradesh, management
boards of Godavari and
Krishna on Saturday directed
the Telangana government not
to go ahead with new projects
across the respective inter-
state rivers till the proposals
were appraised and sanction
obtained from the apex coun-
cil of the two states.

The Godavari River
Management Board (GRMB)
and the Krishna River
Management Board (KRMB)
conveyed this in separate but
similar letters to the
Telangana Principal Irrigation
Secretary.

The letters said such pro-
jects without necessary

approvals, as mentioned by the
AP government, violated pro-
visions of the Andhra Pradesh
Reorganisation Act (APRA).

Noting that it was interven-
ing in the matter as per the
directives of the Union
Ministry of Jal Shakti, under
which they function, the two
boards said the state shall not
go ahead with the projects till
appraisal by them and the
Central Water Commission
and clearance from the Apex
Council on River Water
Resources of the two neigh-
bouring states.

The boards referred to
Andhra Pradesh government's
contention in its May 14 letters
to them that the new projects
'violated' the APRA.
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The countrywide lockdown in
containment zones has been
extended till June 30, while
hospitality services, hotels and
shopping malls will be allowed
to open from June 8, the
Union home ministry said on
Saturday.

Termed 'Unlock 1', the
Centre on Saturday issued
fresh guidelines relaxing the
nationwide lockdown, the
fourth phase of which ends on
May 31.

In the new directives, the
Union home ministry said re-
opening of prohibited activi-
ties in areas outside contain-
ment zones will be done in a
phased manner from June 1.

It said the lockdown, the
fourth phase of which ends on
Sunday, will remain in force in
containment zones till June 30.
Religious places of worship for
public, hotels, restaurants,
shopping malls and other hos-
pitality services will be opened
from June 8, the guidelines
stated.

The decision to restart inter-

national air travel, metro
trains, cinema halls, gyms,
political gatherings will be
done after assessing the situ-
ation, it said.

Schools, colleges, educa-
tional, training, coaching insti-
tutions will be opened after
consultations with states and
Union Territories, the
Ministry of Home Affairs
(MHA) guildelines said.
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Following the directions of
Andhra Pradesh High Court,
the Central Bureau of
Investigation (CBI) has regis-
tered cases against police per-
sonnel, public servants and
others for alleged brutal man-
handling of anaesthetist Dr K
Sudhakar Rao.

Based on the statement of Dr
Sudhakar Rao given to Fifth
Additional Civil Judge and
Fifth Additional Metropolitan
Magistrate, Visakhapatnam,
the CBI officials registered the
case under Sections 120-B,
324, 343, 379, and 506 (
Criminal Conspiracy,
Voluntarily causing hurt by
dangerous weapons of means,
wrongful confinement for three
or more days, theft and crim-
inal intimidation).

It may be recalled that AP
High Court directed the CBI to
probe the case of Dr Sudhakar
Rao who alleged that cops
roughed up him deliberately. The
agency would have to complete

the investigation in eight weeks.
On March 16, Vizag city

police allegedly roughed up
suspended Sudhakara Rao, tied
his hands and dragged him on
the road near Akkayyapalem in
Vizag city on charges of creat-
ing nuisance in the public and
abusing the AP government in
an inebriated condition. 
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Telangana adds 1005 cases
after lockdown relaxations
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The caseload of Covid-19 will
continue to increase in
Telangana, with markedly big-
ger spikes expected in June and
July. Relaxations in lockdown
norms have resulted in a sig-
nificant increase in the num-
ber of Covid-19 positive cases. 

Dr G Srinivasa Rao,
Director of Public Health -
Telangana, said,
"From May 4- May
30, the number of
cases increased
by 1,005. This is
because the
movement has
increased even
through pub-
lic transport.
The number
of families
infected is 470 after relax-
ations were announced."

The sudden influx of migrant
workers and people from other
states, following the lockdown,
has contributed to the increas-
ing caseload. Of the 1 crore

families in the
state, 546 have

been infected. Of
the patients, 210 per-

sons are senior citizens
who have not gone out of the

house, but were infected.
Srinivasa Rao said that cases

had been piling up due to negli-
gence among people. People are
not taking enough precautions. 
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Authorities of Sri
Venkateswara Temple in
Tirumala will start selling the
world-famous 'Tirupati laddu
prasadam' at its Kalyana
Mantapam in Himayatnagar
here from Sunday. 

This is being done as part
of TTD's move to sell the
sacred laddu, weighing 175
grams, among devotees at
50% discount in Chennai,
Bengaluru and Hyderabad
and at all district
headquarters
in Andhra
Pradesh. 

T h e
l a d d u ,
w h o s e
actual price
on normal days is Rs 50, will
be sold at Rs 25 to devotees.
The TTD has already
despatched 60,000 laddus to
the city. The authorities say
they have taken precautions
to avoid inconvenience to
devotees. 
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Apps to track Covid-19,
whether mandatory or not
post lockdown, have certainly
become a double-edged sword
already. Depending on who is
using the data, they help us to
either track or sidetrack the
virus! Such apps, while helping
the health authorities to track
movements of Covid-19
patients, help every user who
is wary of the virus to keep
himself or herself insulated by
sidetracking those infected as
they are easily identified

through these apps. 
This way technology has

certainly risen to the chal-
lenges posed by the Covid -19

pandemic, though there are
concerns over the levels of
intrusion into people's privacy
by certain apps in the guise of

harvesting user data.
Globally, as of 4:30 pm on

30 May 2020, there have been
5,817,385 confirmed cases of
COVID-19,  including
362,705 deaths, reported to
WHO. Technology is playing
a crucial role in keeping soci-
ety functional despite pro-
longed lockdowns. It is also
helping the government mon-
itor and curb the spread of the
virus. 

Amid talks of changes in liv-
ing styles post lockdown, peo-
ple will have to make some
changes to their habits, acces-
sories and etiquette. They

would have to be more cau-
tious, more sanitized, and
always maintain recommend-
ed physical distance, regardless
of their emotional attachments
with their associates as well as
near and dear ones.

AI (Artificial Intelligence)
may be of tremendous help in
the emerging scenario. New
research suggests that using a
health mapping app to track
people's movements and
identify and isolate anyone
who has come into contact
with an infected person could
be critical.
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A Glossy Ibis bird was rescued
from Prime Minister Narendra
Modi's residence after it col-
lapsed due to severe heat
exhaustion and dehydration, a
non-profit wildlife organisa-
tion said on Saturday.

Security personnel found
the bird near the reception
area of the PM House at 7 Lok
Kalyan Marg on Friday, a
statement from the NGO,
Wildlife SOS, said.

The Glossy Ibis is a wading
bird belonging to the ibis fam-
ily and is a migratory species.
They are widely distributed
across the world and inhabit
wetlands, marshes and agricul-
ture lands.

2 infants among 6 deaths
���������,�&�!�.��.��1.������0����� 1���0�C�61���0����/9
�.�!�0�.����1/��1�����.��.�/9�0����1��12�0+?:8�
�������/��/���0����/9
;<� ��/1./��.�����/�������2��/����6"�0��1�����2���/8����<+0��+1!0
6�!��"�"�9�4�1�4�/� �����69��.0��+61.��+1!0�6�!��"�"��"1��4���
�//1�����0����0����0�/��/�9�/����6"�0��1�����2���/8��<;+����+1!0
4�1���0��.0���1.�����0����/��������.0�������1����/�/������.����16
�� ����./�1.��.0��.�����0�4�����1�1.�2���/�0��0�1.������0��8��$�����
;<���/�/9�C������!1��!� �1 !�9�4��!��?<��61.��������6��.�.�����

0� 1����/��.0�6����.�/8�$������C��!1��!���/�/9�<?�������16
(�)�9�,���16���.����00�8�
�.� �����9�4�����0�0�.1�
���1�0��.����/����!!�%��0��9��� 1���0���/����/����/��1.������0��8�

�������	�
����
������������
����������
����� ���		�

A swarm of locust species have
attacked banana, rubber and
other crops in parts of planta-
tion dominated districts of
Tamil Nadu, causing concern
among farmers over the possi-
ble destruction of their crops,
but the government assured
them that the agriculture
department has been instruct-
ed to tackle the "menace."
Since the last few days, spotted
coffee grasshopper, Bombay
locust and the Crytacanthacris
Tartarica, a type of grasshopper,
have been mistaken for the
swarm of desert locusts which
has been ravaging the crops in
north-west India.
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Restraint on 
new projects over
Krishna, Godavari 

Apps to track Covid-19 now double-edged sword  
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T
he far-reaching order of
the A. P. High Court
r e i n s t a t i n g

Nimmagadda Ramesh Kumar
as State Election
Commissioner has not only
jolted Chief Minister Y. S.
Jagan Mohan Reddy out of his
arrogance but also confirmed
fears that it was an act of
vendetta. Not that any confir-
mation was needed because
the Chief Minister had already
called out the SEC for show-
ing his caste loyalty to TDP
president N. Chandrababu
Naidu.

The judgement came a day
ahead of Jagancompleting one
year in office on May 30 in an
unintended verdict on his gov-
ernment's performance that
ran contrary to thepaeans
being sung by somein his

praise.
Democracy has a set of

checks and balances of which
courts are an important com-
ponent. A slew of stinging
orders and notices relating to
shifting of AP's capital, con-
tempt of court issues, painting
government buildings with
YSRC's colours, manhandling
by police of a government
doctor K. Sudhakar, reinstate-
ment of suspended IPS officer
A B. Venkateswara Rao are a
telling commentary on the
government.

They are a reflection on the
judgement of those at the
helm.A government is as good
or bad as the courts judge
them to be on critical issues.
Indira Gandhi attained noto-
riety after the Allahabad High
Court struck down her elec-
tion and Neelam Sanjiva
Reddy resigned as Chief
Minister of AP after an adverse

judgement on his decision to
nationalise private bus routes.
Yet another Chief Minister
Nedurumalli Janardhana
Reddy was asked to step down
by then Prime Minister P. V.
Narasimha Rao after the High
Court found irregularities in
the sanction of private engi-
neering and medical
colleges.Indira Gandhi and
Sanjiva Reddy redeemed their
honour by winning elections
and holding the highest offices
in the land. After all, people are
the final arbiters and elections
the best tool. Janardhana

Reddy did not win any elec-
tion, butwas offered
Governorship which he
declined.

The first anniversary of
Jagan's government immedi-
ately follows Mahanadu. The
annual conclave of the Telugu
Desamwas cancelled last year
followingthe party's stunning
defeat in May. This year's vir-
tual Mahanadu, held through
teleconferencing, was lack-
lustre. When N.T. Rama Rao
was alive, nothing could match
the pomp, colour and crowds
at Mahanadu, initially held at

Gandipet and later rotated
among big towns and cities.
Initially, it was NTR's self-
styled co-pilot Nadendla
Bhaskara Rao who used to jos-
tle for attention and space on
the dais, but later it became a
competition between the Chief
Minister's sons-in-law
Chandrababu Naidu and

Daggubati Venkateswara Rao,
a race in which the former ulti-
mately won. 

By any yardstick,
Chandrababu Naidu is a pale
image of himself, lately com-
pounded by his two-month-
long stay at home in
Hyderabad due to the virus.
Once a pastmaster at holding
camps for MLAs and political
strategies, the 70-year-old
leader is unable to come to
termswith the muscular
approach emerging in Andhra
politics.He has not succeeded
in grooming his son Nara
Lokesh to face the newer chal-
lenges posed by YSR Congress.

TDP's decline could be a case
study on why regional parties
spring up suddenly, thrive and,
on one fine day, ride into the
sunset. The reasons for their
emergence are well understood
- gurudwara reforms (Akali
Dal), social justice(DMK,

ADMK and BSP), agitation
against infiltrators (AGP) and
splintering of Congress (TMC).
Telugu Desam was born on the
plank of 'self-respect of Telugus'
and anti-Congressism, issues
on which NTR fought uncom-
promisingly.

Chandrababu Naidu com-
promised on both. The
moment his party adopted a
resolution in October 2008
agreeing for bifurcation of
Andhra Pradesh, the concept
of Telugu people as a single
entity vanished, whatever be
the "historic necessity"of the
decision. TDP's core value
corroded completely when
Naidu clasped hands with
Congress leader Rahul Gandhi
from an anti-BJP dais. What
was left was just a shell.

Looking back, Jagan has
made less political mis-steps.
His never ending 'Odarpu
yatra' followed by the 3,648

kmPraja Sankalp Yatra
ensuredhe was constantly
among people. He knew the
art of winning new friends
(TRS) and not making new
enemies by being on the right
side of the BJP though admin-
istratively he has exposed his
inexperience, lately by his
response to COVID-19.

In this matter, Jagan may
not be alone. A rough compar-
ison between States ruled by
national and regional parties
shows that Maharashtra
(Rahul has said Congress is not
key decision-maker), Tamil
Nadu, Delhi, West Bengal,
Andhra and Telangana are
faring poorly (BJP-ruled
Gujarat is the exception).
Among States rules by nation-
al parties, Rajasthan has fought
back, while Kerala, Karnataka
and UP are doing well (Odisha
is the exception).Does it indi-
cate anything? 
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Minister for Energy G Jagadish
Reddy has expressed concern
over farmer not able to get
remunerative prices for their
produce due to lack of proper
planning in raising crops.
Addressing awareness pro-
grammes in Kodad,
Huzurnagar and Miryalguda
divisions of the district on
practicing profitable agricul-
ture on Saturday, the Minister
exhorted the officials to moti-
vate farmers to raise only those
crops that enjoy good demand
in the market. 

He told the Agriculture
Department officials and Rytu
Bandhu coordination com-
mittee members to be prepared
to sensitise farmers on this
aspect. Chief Minister K
Chandrasekhar Rao intro-

duced the profitable agricul-
ture concept to save farmers
from the clutches of middle-
men. 

He asked officials to explain
benefits that will accrue to
farmers by cultivation of fine

variety of rice in Nizamsagar
Project ayacut lands. Similarly,
they should explain the farm-
ers the benefits of raising red
gram along with cotton in
areas irrigated by water from
the Sri Ram Sagar Project.
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Demanding release of revo-
lutionary poet Dr Pendyala
Varavara Rao on bail owing
to his health conditions
immediately, the villagers of
Chinnapendyal in Jangaon
district have staged a silent
protest on the village library
premises at the village.  They
felt that Rao had fought for
the well-being of the down-
trodden and underprivileged
sections of the society
through his writings and he
is creating awareness among
the masses through his
speeches. Village Sarpanch M
Linga Reddy said that they
had come to know that the
poet was admitted to JJ hos-
pital Mumbai after he fell sick
while being in the Taloja jail. 
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Quoting reports from Jodhpur
locust warning centre, the
Telangana Agriculture
Department and Disaster
Management Department esti-
mates that the locusts have
been moved to Uttar Pradesh
via Jhansi. Before reaching
Jhansi, the locust army wreaked
havoc in over a dozen cities of
Madhya Pradesh. The pest
swarm has harmed newly
grown crops in few cities as well.

Earlier, the locusts were pre-
dicted to move towards
Chhattisgarh. But travelling in
the direction of the wind, they
have been moving up towards
Uttar Pradesh via Madhya
Pradesh. Therefore, the gov-
ernment authorities and farm-
ers heaved a sigh of relief.
However, officials say that they
are not able to predict whether
the locusts travel towards
Telangana if the direction of

wind changes. But, the officials
are 90 per cent certain that
there is no scope for locusts to
travel towards Telangana.

Agriculture and Disaster
Management Departments say
that three members of the
five-member committee have
been deputed to Ramagundam
in case locusts enter forest
areas in Jayashankar-
Bhupalapalli and Mancherial

districts. 
The districts of Adilabad,

Asifabad, Mancherial, Nirmal,
Nizamabad, Kamareddy and
Jayashankar-Bhupalapalli have
kept ready 7,000 litres of chem-
icals ready at the rate of 1,000
litres in each district to spray
on crops in case locusts happen
to enter the state. 

Earlier, the Agriculture
Department put in place pre-

cautions in Bhimpur, Jainath,
Talamadugu, Bela, Gadiguda,
Bazar Hatnur and Boath man-
dals and identified 38 villages
in these mandals as the most
vulnerable. 

It took steps to alert the
farmers and villagers about
locusts and precautions to be
observed through beating of
drums in villages and mandals.
As last reports came, the
swarm of locusts entered Jhansi
in UP from Bhandara, Gondia
and Ramtek and their neigh-
bourbood in Maharashtra.  

If the locusts land on trees,
the Agriculture Department
has placed orders for drones
with Peddapalli and
Nizamabad districts. In the
identified 38 villages, Taiwan
spray pumps are being kept
ready. If Chlorpyrifos solu-
tion is not adequate, alternative
arrangements made to keep
ready Malathion and Lambda
Cyhalothrin solutions. 
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Transport Minister Puvvada
Ajay Kumar has called for set-
ting up of Rytu Vedikas in all
clusters in government lands
and hoped that Khammam
district should become synony-
mous with the comprehensive
agricultural policy implemen-
tation. If donors build Rytu
Vedikas, they are free to name
them in memory of their
beloved, he said. 

Speaking at a meeting to
sensitise farmers on profitable
agriculture in Mujjugudem of
Nelakondapalli mandal here on
Saturday, the Minister said
that farmer is nucleus to the
KCR administration. The
Telangana rose to the position
of feeding the whole country,

he said describing it as the
progress achieved by
Telangana. 

Because of foresight of the
Chief Minister, the fate of the
people of Telangana turned for
good. The climactic condi-

tions and geographic condi-
tions are unique in the state, he
said. This year there was
bumper maize harvest.  The
maize will last for over one year
from now. Hence there is no
point in raising maize again in

kharif, he said highlighting
the government's policy. 

Therefore, the government is
encouraging farmers to raise
cotton, red gram and
Telangana Sona variety of rice,
he said. The government
encourages farmers to con-
duct soil test and keen to

impart training to farmers
through Rytu Vedika.  

The government is keen to
provide irrigation facility to
each and every acre from
godavari water. That is why the
state government is stabilising
the ayact under the SRSP pro-
ject by allocating Rs 12,000
crore additionally to the
Sitarama irrigation project.

Quoting the Chief Minister
as said, he said that the Rytu
Bandhu scheme would not be
stalled at all. District Collector
RV Karnan, MLA Kandala
Upender Reddy, Rytu Bandhu
District Convener N
Venkateswara Rao, DCCB
Chairman Kurakula
Nagabushanam, farmers,
ZPTCs and MPTCs and others
were present.
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Continued from page 1

No new projects can be
taken up on Godavari or
Krishna rivers without obtain-
ing sanction from the apex
council constituted as per the
APRA, the May 19 letters
from the boards pointed out.

Hence taking up new pro-
jects without appraisal by
GRMB or KRMB as the case
may be and without sanction
from the Apex Council, as
mentioned in Andhra Pradesh
governments letters, was a
violation of the provisions of
the APRA, the boards said.

Further, a meeting of the
boards will be convened
immediately to deliberate on
the matter, they added.

The Andhra Pradesh gov-

ernment has reportedly object-
ed to projects, including
Godavari (Devadula) Phase
III. Meanwhile, sources said
meetings of the KRMB and
GRMB have been convened
on June 4 and 5 respectively

Sources also said A
Parmesham is posted as
Chairperson of KRMB,
Hyderabad, with immediate
effect, till further orders.

When contacted, Telangana
Principal Secretary (Irrigation)
Rajat Kumar said all the pro-
jects taken up by the state gov-
ernment were with due
approvals and that they will
abide by the instructions of the
two boards.The Telangana
government had objected to
the projects proposed to be
taken up by the neighbour.

Continued from page 1

It added that states and
UTs can hold consultations
with parents and other stake-
holders on reopening of aca-
demic institutions from July.

The fresh guidelines also
revised the night curfew tim-
ing stating movement of indi-
viduals will now be prohibit-
ed between 9 pm and 5 am
across the country.

Continued from page 1

"Suffering from heat
exhaustion and dehydration,
the bird was unable to fly. The
officials contacted Wildlife
SOS which rushed a two-
member rescue team to the
bird's aid, the NGO said.

The bird was given oral
rehydration solution and it is
currently under observation.

As the mercury continues
to rise, a large number of ani-
mals, especially birds, are
falling ill due to dehydration,
heat exhaustion and lack of
shade.

Kartik Satyanarayan, co-
founder and CEO of Wildlife
SOS, said, "We are thankful to
the staff and security person-
nel at the PM house for their
support, and for alerting
Wildlife SOS." Ibises have a
distinctive curved, sickle-
shaped beak. 

Continued from page 1

The Indian government has
launched a smartphone app
called Aarogya Setu to help
track coronavirus patients and
the persons they come in con-
tact with. It is mandatory to
have this app on your smart-
phone to board flights and
travel now. Available in 11 lan-
guages, the app has been
launched on both Android
and iOS platforms. It uses
Bluetooth technology to allow
people to check whether there
is a coronavirus case in their
vicinity.

Although Telangana is yet to
launch an app to track the
spread and identify those
infected, other Indian states
are coming up with numerous
apps.  A Gurgaon-based start-
up, Staqu, recently announced
an array of offerings to facili-
tate superior Covid -19
response. The brand is lever-
aging its proprietary video

analytics platform JARVIS to
roll out cutting-edge use-cases
aimed at identifying, tracing,
and curbing the spread of
Covid -19 and similar conta-
gion. 

The Revenue Department
of the Government of
Karnataka has built
Quarantine Watch, which
helps state authorities keep
track of people by asking them
to 'self-report' while in quar-
antine. The government is
urging users to upload a self-
ie every hour while they are in
the 14-day isolation period. If
the GPS coordinates change,
they will be sent to a govern-
ment-run mass quarantine
center.

Users have to register them-
selves on the app by entering
personal details like name,
phone number, residential
address, district, symptoms,
and travel history. Quarantine
Watch also provides health
helpline numbers. 

Telangana adds 1005 cases after ...
Continued from page 1

Extensive case of local trans-
mission was witnessed in
Suryapet because of one per-
son, who didn't take precau-
tions and therefore infected 81
people. A 27-year-old had gone
to his grandmother's home
and spread it to 14 persons and
another 13 members because
of a party he had with friends

there. One person went from
Hyderabad to Vikarabad for
odibiyam function and
returned, infecting persons in
Vikarabad and Hyderabad in
the process. In Shadnagar, due
to one function, 10 families
were affected. Srinivasa Rao
said that the state conducted
30,000 tests, of which more
than 2,008 people tested pos-
itive in Telangana.
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According to the recorded
statement, Dr Sudhakar Rao
said he was Civil Assistant
Surgeon ( Anaesthesia) at the
Government Hospital
Narsipatnam in Vizag district.
“I asked for normal surgical
masks from the Superintendent
of the Hospital, Mrs Neelaveni.
But I was told that there was no
stock. One Mr Nayak was
working as the District
Coordinator Hospital Services,
Visakhapatnam told that the
normal surgical masks were not
available in the Central Drug

Stores in Vizag,” the statement
said. “I was on treatment for
chronic diabetic, hypertension
and CAD and he is prone to
COVID-19. Though I applied
for leave, I was denied due to
ESMA,” he said.  Dr Sudhakar
Rao also alleged that on May
20, his son's motorcycle was
seized by unknown persons
who came in Skoda car near
Port Hospital in Vizag city.
“When I went to Fourth Town
Police Station asked for the
vehicle of my son, the writer of
the police station Ramu told
me to get the persons who
seized the vehicle,” he said. 

Restrain from 
new projects on ...
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The decision to sell laddus
at various places has been
taken by TTD in the view of
the prevailing uncertainty
over the resumption of dar-

shan at the Sri Venkateswara
temple atop Tirumala in
Andhra Pradesh. Darshan
at the hill shrine has been
suspended since 20 March
due to the COVID-19 pan-
demic.
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According to a member
of the Grasshopper
Specialist Group of the
Species  Sur vival
Commission of  the
International Union for the
Conservation of Nature,
none of the three species
noticed in the Nilgiris and
in the vicinity, are of imme-
diate threat.
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With the number of cases
increasing, the residents wit-
nessing biggest daily spike of
Coronavirus cases express
uncertanity over government's
claim that there is no commu-
nity transmission. 

With easing of lockdown,
community transmission
seems to be apparent as people
may not be able to track the
source of infection. 

Director of Public Heath
Dr Srinivasa Rao on Saturday
said that there is no commu-
nity transmission in the state.
However, this line which used
to be mentioned in the media
bulletin was erased. While
officials take time to declare it,
precautions are imperative as
lockdown has eased regula-
tions.

All eyes are now on ICMR-
NIN survey in five contain-
ment zones of Hyderabad
which can reveal the status of
community transmission of
Coronavirus in the city.

Doctors suggest that since

the lockdown has been eased,
it is imperative to follow pre-
cautions not just in public
places but when returning
home. President of Association
of Surgeons of India Dr P
Raghu Ram said, "In these
unprecedented times, people
need to be meticulous to take
all preventive measures avail-
able. It would be a reasonable

thing to wash the hands care-
fully or use the hand gels after
reaching home. Leave footwear
outside, sanitise hand, vehicle
keys, mobile. Take shower and
wear clean dress meant for
home. Wash the clothes and
resuable cloth mask immedi-
ately. Best is to use own vehi-
cle, avoid pubic transport".

Doctors suggest that people

go back to the basics of wash-
ing hands and legs outside. 

A pulmonologist Dr G
Sravan said, "Make call to
someone at home when you
are starting, so that someone
at home should keep the front
door open, so that you don't
have to touch the calling bell
or door handle. Keep a buck-
et of water with washing soap
powder or bleaching powder
added to it near the front
door. Keep your keys, pen,
sanitiser bottle, phone in a sep-
arate box outside the door.
Wash your hands in the buck-
et and stand in the water for a
few minutes. Meanwhile, use
a tissue and sanitiser and wipe
the items you have placed in
the box."  

Doctors also suggested
restricting instances of touch-
ing within the family especially
senior citizens and children.
Dr Srinivasa Rao said, "There
are only three principles to be
followed to avoid spread of
Coronavirus. Everyone should
wear mask, maintain physical
distance, personal hygiene is
imperative."
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Principal Secretary of
Municipal Administration
Arvind Kumar on Saturday
said that TS-bPASS will be
implemented only after
obtaining the approval from
the Cabinet.  He said that trial
testing of the software is
meanwhile going on. In a
statement he said that as a fol-
low up of Telangana
Municipality Act 2019 and in
order to implement the pro-
visions contained therein espe-
cially those relating to build-
ing permissions, layout
approvals and town planning,
the Municipal Administration
department has developed TS-
bPASS (Telangana State
Building Permission Approval
and Self-Certification System),
on lines of TS-iPASS.  

Arvind Kumar stated that
TS-bPASS aims at according
building approvals in a time
bound and transparent man-
ner and is based on self-certi-
fication process. Software
updation of TS-bPASS espe-
cially those relating to inte-

gration with other depart-
ments and including certain
category of prohibitory survey
numbers is going on right
now.   After completion of this
process, it will be placed for
discussion and consideration
in the Cabinet which will go
through all aspects contained
under TS-bPASS and discuss
how to simplify and make the
entire process transparent and
easy for the citizens, he added.  
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Sunday being the last date to
avail 5 per cent rebate on
property tax, the Greater
Hyderabad Municipal
Corporation (GHMC) has
appealed to owners to pay
their taxes at Mee Seva and
citizen service centres, which
will be operated till 6 pm for
the convenience of taxpayers.
Property tax can also be paid
online or through bill collec-
tors.

Despite the state govern-
ment extending rebate on
property tax to all structures,
including commercial build-
ings, and facilitating the tax
payment till May 31, the
GHMC has collected only Rs
486 crore so far and over Rs
25 crore on Saturday till
evening.

Last year, under the Early
Bird scheme, the corporation
collected Rs 535 crore in just
a month. 

There are about 16.92 lakh
properties in GHMC limits,
including 13.5 lakh residen-
tial structures.
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The students of Intermediate
who are planning to appear for
EAMCET, NEET and JEE
2020 exams can practice
online model test papers in
www.rankerslearning.com at
free of cost, the secretary of
Telangana State Board of
Intermediate Education Syed
Omer Jaleel said. 

The rankers learning has
designed software, where stu-
dents can appear for model
test. It has many technical fea-
tures of JEE Mains, NEET and
EAMCET exam pattern.
Students are encouraged to
take advantage of the free
online mock tests to improve
their chances of success in the
actual exams.
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Minister for ST, Women and
Child Welfare Satyavathi
Rathod called upon concerned
officials to ensure that all the
ST students reach their respec-
tive residential facilities a week
ahead of the SSC exams, so that
they can be screened and pro-
vided with nutritious food to
make them fit to face the
exams and also the Covid 19.

The Minister reviewed the
preparations for the ensuing
examinations with Social
Welfare Residential Educati-
onal Institutions Society sec-
retary RS Praveen Kumar,
Secretary of ST welfare
Christina Zud Chogtu on
Saturday. 

The Minister said that the all
precautions must be taken to
protect the students from the
pandemic. 

The exams will be taking
place based on revised syllabus
because of the lockdown. She
said that there are 2,949 stu-
dents in all districts and the
department is maintaining 38
centers to prepare them. 

"Thermal screen all the stu-
dents returning from home to
hostels and observe them for a
week. Give them good bal-

anced diet to help them build
resistance," she said. She fur-
ther directed officers that each
student must be given a sani-
tizer and two masks and
impose the physical distancing
norm strictly. She wanted that
all the teachers must also be on
duty from June 1 to help the
student prepare for the exam-
ination.

Satyavathi Rathod asked
officers to see that all the stu-
dents and teachers are picked
up from the hostels to their
respective examination centers
in vehicles arranged by the gov-
ernment and also to ensure
that every one carried masks as
entry into examination centres
is banned for those without the
masks. She advised that the
department can coordinate
with the health department to
ensure that all students write
their examinations without
any health issues.
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Health Minister Etela Rajender
said that Telangana is ahead of
many states in implementing
tobacco control initiatives. 

We observe that many peo-
ple suffer from various types of
cancer due to addiction to
tobacco. We feel painful to
notice that many especially
women and people in public
places are suffering from sec-
ond hand smoking. 

The Minister suggested
youth to shun the tobacco
usage habit. He conveyed his
best wishes to youth on
account of World No Tobacco
day on May 31, 2020 and
explained about the tobacco
control initiatives implement-
ed in Telangana state. 

Tobacco addiction is causing
great economic and health
burden to the public.
Telangana state is actively
implementing COTPA Act to

reduce the economic and dis-
ease burden caused by tobac-
co addiction.  

Telangana state is very strict-
ly enforcing the act to curb

smoking in public places and
educational institutions. 

The Minister said that gov-
ernment makes laws to safe-
guard the health of the public.
But public also must take care
of themselves by keeping the
bad habits away. He stated
that human life is very valuable
and one must have the disci-
pline to safe guard themselves
from bad habits. 
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The Telangana State Wakf
Board has started a support
desk to help persons in getting
financial assistance and land
for burial in case a person in
a family passes away.

Mohd Saleem, Chairman,
Telangana State Wakf Board
(TSWB), inaugurated the help
desk at the TSWB office on
Saturday morning. The help
desk will function round the
clock and can be contacted on
phone number 79955-60136.

"People can call on the
helpline number if they face
any problem in getting land for
burial or need financial assis-
tance for arranging burial gar-
ment. The Wakf Board will
help the family in getting the
land for burial at any graveya-
rd in the city without problems
and ensure an amount of Rs
5,000 for poor family for
funerals," said Saleem.

The help desk was set up by
Wakf Board following com-
plaints from various quarters
about the managing commit-
tees of graveyard demanding
money for allotting land for

burial. Last week, a family was
denied land for burial in five
Muslim graveyards after which
it managed to get land at
graveyard managed by Hindu
community. 

The issue created a stir in
the TS Wakf Board with sev-
eral Muslim organisations
demanding stringent action
against the managing com-
mittees of the graveyards
which denied land for burial.
The Wakf Board ordered an
inquiry. 

"An inquiry is going on
against the committee mem-
bers of the graveyard which
refused permission for burial
of a man last week. We will ini-
tiate strict action against those
responsible for denying land
for burial on grounds of juris-
diction," said Saleem.
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At least 60,000 vehicles of over
1.30 lakh vehicles that ply on
the 158 km-long Outer Ring
Road have electronic toll col-
lection (ETC) facility. 

The ETC facility also called
as FASTag was introduced on
December 11, 2018.  Till
March 2019, over 10,000 sub-
scribed to the facility. The
Hyderabad Metropolitan
Development Authority
(HMDA) and Hyderabad
Growth Corridor Limited
(HGCL) efforts has increased
the number of subscribers to
60,000 by May-end this year. 

Dedicated queues for ETC
subscribers at toll plazas and
collecting double toll tax from
vehicles not having fastag but
entering the lanes reserved
for them led to increase in
users subscribing to facility. 

The HMDA and HGCL
provided digital payment facil-
ity and offered discount in toll
tax for vehicles on return jour-
ney. 

The officials directed that
the vehicles not having ETC
facility should enter the non-
dedicated lane. 

The vehicle users can save
lot of time using the facility
and entering the orange lane
near the toll plaza on the
ORR. 

The HMDA and HGCL
officials suggested the vehicle
owners not having fastag facil-
ity to encourage cashless trans-
actions. 
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All the forest officials and
staff should visit the village
panchayat and municipal
nurseries within their juris-
diction at least once in a fort-
night and register with the
local sarpanch or secretary in
record books, Principal Chief
Conservator of Forests
(PCCF), R Shobha said. The
PCCF conducted a video con-
ference meeting with the for-
est officials of all the districts
to discuss about the greenery
arrangements, nurseries and
wildlife conservation to be
followed under sixth phase of

Haritha Haram. Mentioning
that the Forest Department is
responsible for the mainte-
nance of the next greenhouse
and the technical support, the
PCCF directed the officials to
inspect the plants in the nurs-
eries and ensure that the grad-
ing is done according to the
variety and height. Shobha
said that the local panchayat
staff should be educated on
pottery and soil planting. The
forest staff should monitor
the plants and nurseries at
least once in every fortnight,
together with the local
sarpanch or the panchayat
secretary, she added.
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Mahatma Jyotiba Phule
Telangana Backward Classes
Welfare Residential
Educational Institutions
Society (MJPTBCWREIS) on

Saturday extended the last
date for online submission of
application forms for admis-
sions into junior and degree
colleges under the Society till
July 12.
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The Rachakonda police com-
missioner on Saturday has
placed six cops under suspen-
sion following their alleged
involvement in a diesel theft
case which was cracked on
May 18.

The Special Operations
Teams of Rachakonda police
nabbed a six-member gang
involved in fuel theft case on
May 18 and seized 20,400
litres of diesel and other
incriminating materials worth
Rs 13,87,200 from their pos-
session. The joint operation
was conducted along with
Medipally police, who con-

ducted a raid at an illegal
diesel pilferage unit at IDA
Cherlapally.

However, it was revealed
during further investigation
that six men from the police
force, including the SOT
Inspector, head constable, spe-
cial branch constable and three
more constables were involved
in the racket. “It was revealed

that the cops had helped the
accused gang in the racket and
the details were revealed while
grilling the gang members
post their arrest,” sources said.

The accused gang, which
included vehicle drivers of the
IOCL/BPCL which were
engaged to transport the diesel
from the IOCL, Cherlapally
after filling the tankers from
the company use to visit the
point of Updender at IDA
Cherlapally as per the instruc-
tions of the Upender, Suresh
Reddy and his associates use to
draw the diesel from the
tankers in 24 litres cans, which
is then sold to known cus-
tomers.
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Union Minister of State for
Home Affairs G Kishan
Reddy on Saturday made it
clear that the Centre never
assured national status to the
Kaleshwaram Lift Irrigation
Scheme (KLIS) undertaken
by the Telangana govern-
ment. 

He said that the AP Re-
organization Act of 2014
granted such status to only
Polavaram being built by the
residual State of Andhra
Pradesh.

"The Centre had not
accorded national status to
irrigation projects taken up
even by poorer States. I would
try to secure such a status for
Kaleshwaram project, if the
union government starts con-
sidering any such applica-
tion from States," he said. 

Speaking to the media
through video conference on
Saturday, Kishan Reddy asked
the Chief Ministers of both
the Telugu speaking states to
sit together and solve the
problems related to irrigation
projects. He said that the
Centre will help the states in
regard to power and hence it
is  bringing Electricity
Amdendment-2020 only to
discipline the power sector.

Kishan Reddy claimed that
the Centre is spending Rs 35
lakh to 40 Lakh on each train
and the states are spending
mere Rs 6 lakh to run special

trains. Kishan Reddy said
that the Prime Minister
Narendra Modi took revolu-
tionary decisions within one
year after coming to power
for the second time. 

"Prime Minister Narendra
Modi introduced several
schemes to boost the micro,
small and medium indus-
tries. The BJP-led NDA gov-
ernment is providing several
sops to the Indian production
and manufacturing indus-
tries to strengthen them as
part of Make In India pro-
gramme," he said. 

Commending the revival
package offered by the

Finance Minister, to help dif-
ferent sectors of the country
to recover from the prolonged
lock down, the Minister of
State said that target set by the
nation to transform into a 5
trillion dolor economy was hit
hard by the pandemic. 

He said that the Narendra
Modi government in the short
period of just one year has
succeeded in bringing in rev-
olutionary changes.

Kishan Reddy urged the
people to continue the spirit
of lockdown even if the
Centre lifts it. This situation
will continue till the vaccine
is invented, he opined. 
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While Hyderabad is deter-
mined as hotspot for
Coronavirus, in Lockdown
4.0, 13 districts, which didn’t
report cases, have started
reporting again. Karimnagar,
Mahbubnagar, Medak,
Mancherial, Vikarabad,
Nagarkurnool, Mahbubabad,
Nizamabad, Khammam,
Suryapet, Narayanpet,
Warangal Urban didn’t report
any cases over last two weeks
but reported cases this week.
This moves them from green
zone to orange zone. 

Wanaparthy which did not
have any case so far, reported
its first case on Saturday.
Mahbubnagar with 2 cases,
Suryapet, Warangal Urban,
Vikarabad, Nagarkurnool,
Nizamabad reported 1 case
each on Saturday.  Vikarabad,
Suryapet, Narayanpet, Siddipet,
Nalgonda reported one case
each on April 26, Medak
reported 2 cases on Friday,
Siddipet reported 1 case on
April 28. Even though Siddipet
reported case on April 26, the
media bulletin still states that
it didn’t report any cases.
Nizamabad district has 47,090
citizens under home quaran-
tine, followed by Bhadradri-
Kothagudem district and
Warangal Urban with 45,309
people and 45,020 citizens
quarantined respectively. 
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TPCC Treasurer Gudur
Narayana Reddy
expressed serious con-
cern over sudden rise in
number of Coronavirus
positive cases in the State.
He  said that highest ever
169 cases, including
those of migrant workers
and deportees, were reg-
istered in Telangana State
on Friday. "It is highly
unfortunate that instead
of taking note of sudden
spurt in number of
Covid-19 cases, Chief
Minister K
Chandrashekhar Rao is
busy in inaugurations,
poojas and yagnams," he
said.  Narayana said that
either the Chief Minister
was deliberately mislead-
ing the people or KCR
himself was confused
over Covid-19 situation
in Telangana. 
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Chief Minister K
Chandrashekhar Rao on
Saturday announced that
the Crops Procurement
Centres  (CPC)will con-
tinue to function till June
8. Initially, the State gov-
ernment planned to
operate these Centres till
May 31. But due to
requests from several
regions, the Chief
Minister instructed the
officials to continue these
Centres till June 8. He
urged the farmers to trans-
port their produce to these
Centres and complete sale
before the commence-
ment of the Monsoon sea-
son. The government pro-
cured 57.22 lakh tonnes of
paddy through 6,390 cen-
tres. 
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A tiger was found moving on
the premises of office of
Bellampalli Forest Divisional
Officer, creating a flutter on
Saturday. Its pugmarks were
spotted in a place, establish-
ing its movement. According
to the officials, the pug marks
of the carnivore were noticed
on a corner of the office. The
discovery of the pugmarks
evidenced movement of the
big cat. But, it has to be found
to which direction the big cat
had left for. A team of officials
is tracking the movement of
solitaire animal, he informed.

It may be mentioned that
an adult male tiger, named
A2, has been searching for its
territory in Bellampalli,
Thandur, Rebbena and
Tiryani Forest ranges since
two months. It is perambulat-
ing in agriculture fields and
near coal open cast projects,
general public and terrorising
miners. It has killed four cat-
tle belonging to farmers of
Asifabad mandal recently.
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Telangana Pradesh Congress
Committee (TPCC) president
N Uttam Kumar Reddy on
Saturday demanded the Chief
Minister K Chandrashekhar
Rao to first fulfil the old
promises he had made with the
farmers before giving 'surprise
gift' which he announced while
inaugurating Konda
Pochamma Sagar project on
Friday.

Addressing a video-confer-
ence with party ZPTCs at
Gandhi Bhavan, Uttam said
that the Chief Minister should
be ashamed of himself for
making another promise with
the farmers despite the fact that
none of the promises which he
made in the past were fulfilled. 

He asked the Chief Minister
to first fulfill the promise of
waiving off crop loans up to Rs
1 lakh. He also asked the gov-
ernment to pay Rythu Bandhu
assistance to all the farmers
without imposing any condi-
tions. He reminded that near-
ly 40 per cent of farmers were

being deprived of Rythu
Bandhu amount on one pre-
text or the others. 

Further, he said that the
benefit of Rythu Bima scheme
should be extended to all the
farmers without any discrim-
ination. He said that the farm-
ers neither got proper
Minimum Support Price
(MSP) for their produce nor

the Market Intervention Fund
of Rs. 1,000 crore, earmarked
in the annual budget, was
ever utilised to support the
farmers. 

The TPCC chief alleged
that the TRS government has
weakened the local bodies
and no funds were being given
to Panchayats or Mandal
Parishads.

!'1�:�����'�'+*,���"��/+,��
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Congress MLC T Jeevan Reddy
alleged that the government is not
paying full salaries to the employees
as the liquor sales are not up to the

mark in the state. "Now the 'rich state'
is not in a position to pay salaries to
its employees," he said. He demand-
ed the government to pay full salaries
to all the employees for risking their
lives during these testing times. 
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The Congress on Friday
described the first year of the
Modi government as a "year of
disappointment, disastrous
management and diabolical
pain".

Congress leader K C
Venugopal said the six years of
the Modi dispensation have
seen fraying of bonds of empa-
thy, fraternity and brotherhood
with increase in acts of commu-
nal and sectarian violence.

Congress chief spokesper-
son Randeep Surjewala said
that at the end of six years, it
appears the Modi government
is at war with its people and is
inflicting wounds on them,
instead of healing them.

"It is inflicting wounds on
Mother India," he said.

"This government is trying
to fill the coffers of the select
rich and is exploiting the poor
and inflicting pain on them,"
Surjewala said.

The Congress also released
a set of six "myths" about the
government, highlighting its
failures on various fronts and
alleging that democracy is
under threat and Parliament is
being subjugated and side-
lined under the BJP-led dis-
pensation.
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The annual Rath Yatra of Lord
Jagannath and his siblings
could be performed provided
the Odisha government
ensured non-arrival of devo-
tees to Puri, said Puri Gajapati
Dibya Singha Deb, here on
Saturday.

The Ratha Yatra could be
organised with minimum
servitors and without devotees
if the Odisha government
granted permission for the 9-
day sojourn of deities, said the
Puri Gajapati after a meeting
of Shree Jagannath Temple
Managing Committee during
the day.

As part of Rath Yatra and
Bahuda Yatra, three chariots
would be pulled on the
Badadanda (grand road) in
presence of servitors, officials
and policemen. Snana Yatra,
scheduled on June 5, could be
performed inside temple
premises, he said.

He said the temple would
remain closed till Niladribije in
view of Covid-19 pandemic.

The Information and Public
Relations Department will
make arrangements for live
telecast of Snana Yatra and
Rath Yatra rituals. "I request
devotees to stay safe at home
and watch the telecast on tele-
vision," the Puri Gajapati said.
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Proactive action taken to check
COVID-19 through a nation-
wide lockdown, abrogation of
Article 370 which gave special
status to Jammu and Kashmir,
and opening of the Kartarpur
Sahib Corridor top the list of
achievements of the Ministry of
Home Affairs in the first year
of the Modi government 2.0.

Empowerment of the
National Investigation Agency
(NIA) with extra territorial
jurisdiction and declaration
of Maulana Masood Azhar,
Hafiz Muhammad Saeed,
Zakiur Rehman Lakhvi and
Dawood Ibrahim as terrorists
after legislative amendment
were counted among its
achievements by the MHA,
headed by Home Minister
Amit Shah.

The MHA also said the Shri
Ram Janma Bhoomi Teerth
Kshetra Trust was set up by it
to oversee the construction of
Shri Ram Mandir at Ayodhya
following a Supreme Court
order.

Referring to the "proactive
measures" taken to control the
novel coronavirus pandemic,
the MHA said it was declared

as notified disaster on March
14 for the purpose of provid-
ing assistance under State
Disaster Response Fund
(SDRF) placed at the disposal
of respective state govern-
ments and thereby augmenting
their resources.

It listed the lockdown mea-
sures implemented when it
first came into effect from

March 25.
The lockdown was first

announced by Prime Minister
Narendra Modi on March 24
for 21 days in a bid to check the
spread of the virus. It was first
extended till May 3 and again
till May 17. It has been further
extended till May 31.

The MHA has set up a 24x7
control room in the North
Block as a nerve centre for
monitoring, grievance redres-
sal and daily status report col-
lection from States and Union
Territories (UTs). It is also
attending to the queries of
States and UTs or other min-
istries on lockdown measures.

The MHA also issued a
series of guidelines to ensure
uninterrupted movement of
essential goods, providing food
and shelter to homeless people
and migrant labourers.
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There is no data currently avail-
able that can clearly say that there
are strain-specific differences
among SARS-CoV-2 viruses,
which are leading to more
deaths, says Jeffrey Townsend,
Professor at Yale University. He
also said the virus does not con-
cern itself with geography,
nation, race, or strain.

Queried on the L-strain of the
coronavirus behind many
deaths, Townsend said "There is
no data currently available that
persuasively argue that there are
strain-specific differences
among SARS-CoV-2 viruses.
Most stories regarding these dif-
ferences are likely the product of
wishful thinking or fear-mon-
gering."

In April end, the high mor-
tality rate due to Covid-19 in
Gujarat was reportedly attrib-
uted to the "L- strain", though
it is yet to be established. It was
suspected that L-type strain is

more virulent, as opposed to "S-
strain."

India on Saturday was just 30
short of the 5,000 deaths due to
the pandemic so far, even as it
recorded the highest jump in
single day almost touching 8,000
positive cases as its total tally
breached 1.73 lakh.

Queried whether people will
develop lasting antibodies to
protect them from this infection,
Townsend, who is Elihu
Professor of Biostatistics and
Ecology & Evolutionary Biology

at the Yale School of Public
Health, said there are two
answers to this question.

"The first is that we simply do
not know which is legitimate to
say because data on this specif-
ic virus that would answer that
question do not exist yet.
However, there is a second
answer -- also legitimate --
which is that SARS-CoV-2 is
evolutionarily closely related to
SARS, MERS, and the beta-
coronaviruses that cause "com-
mon colds", and is unlikely to

have evolved a dramatically dif-
ferent relationship with our
mammalian immune system"
added Townsend.

On the replication of coron-
avirus, he added that viruses
replicate as they infect, so unlike
other kinds of threats, a low level
of virus now does not augur a
low level of virus later -- quite
the opposite.
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Slamming Rahul Gandhi for his
criticism of the Modi govern-
ment's handling of the COVID-
19 situation, BJP president J P
Nadda said on Saturday that the
Congress leader's understand-
ing of these issues is limited and
that his statements are not
aimed at addressing the crisis
but are all about politics.

Addressing a press confer-
ence on the first anniversary of
Prime Minister Narendra Modi-
led government's second term,
Nadda said the last one year will
be known for many bold deci-
sions and its timely actions to
deal with coronavirus have
ensured that the situation
remains in control in India
when many big and powerful
countries have found them-
selves "helpless".

The first year of the Modi
government's second term has
been full of accomplishments
and unimaginable challenges
with the prime minister leading
from the front and taking "bold
and timely" decisions to combat

COVID-19 crisis.
Asked about Gandhi's

remark that the nation-wide
lockdown has failed in its pur-
pose, Nadda said, "Rahul
Gandhi doesn't understand
these issues deeply. His under-
standing and study of issues is
limited. That is why he makes
confusing remarks by some-
times questioning the lock-
down and sometimes demand-
ing why it was not being extend-
ed."

His statements are for polit-
ical ends and all about politics,
and they have got nothing to do

with addressing coronavirus
issues, the BJP president said.

He blamed the Congress for
politicising the issue, and
claimed that the BJP worked
towards serving people during
the crisis.

Answering a question,
Nadda asserted the govern-
ment's pitch for a self-reliant
India is about encouraging
Indian industrialists, and is not
about going back or the sub-
ject of license quota, a refer-
ence to protectionist and con-
trol economy India practiced
before the 1991 reforms.

��9��	���'�

).�/����������1
+��/�8�����2��.����
����/�7����2���0��9�
��:���'�
,�&����1./�6��
������/�6�.�/����1.������0��
/��0���� !�./��1�0��4�/�6 !�/�1�
�� �4�������16��!!�0�/�����
���0A������/��.0���/�����6�"�
����/��?,8 �14�2��9����.��0/��1
"��/��.��14�����6�.�/����4�!!
�6 !�6�.������ �1>�����6�0����
�$@�+?:�/������1.8�=&��� !�.
�/��1�0��4�/�6 !�/�1���� �4����
��16��!!�0�/�����/��.0��16 !���
������/��.��"������/��?,9=����
6�.�/����/��0��.���/����6�.�8
��/������9�����6�.�/������0
��/��0�/�6 !�/�1���� �4����
��16����/������� ���!/9�� ���
��16�����.���1.�!��� ���!8��
�1�.0������� �4�����.1�
�16 !��.��4����A��!����.1�6/
�.�61/��/����/8�&�/��.��4�/
�1.0����0��1��1���.1!� �����.0
 ��/���!���/�/9����6���!���/�/9
�1����/�"/��.��/��.0
"������1!1����!���/�/8����� ���1�
1.��1���41� ���6����/9����
/�6 !�/����!�0��.��!!�1����
A��!����.1�6/9�����00�08

-���..��.7��3�/��/
���.0��3�7�/���3�/
������.0�-���/����

&�.0��3��9�6.����
3�/�6��5���/���/2
�.�&��
����;
,�&���(1���1�/��!� 1!���
1.������0�������/��0�?,�6�.
�1��/���!�.����/���.0
.�2�����1.�!��A�� 6�.����16��
��/��.�����4!���"��4��.����
�1�/��1��(1���.0 )�!4�.��.
)�����/����9��.�1������!�/��08 �
��.��1��?,�6�.9����0�0�"��1.�
	�����.��03��9�4�/�����/��0
�1���1""�.�������4!����.0
0���6 �.��4������/���.0
�A�� 6�.�9���1�.0�C�+C,
.������!�6�!�/��4�����16�(1�
�1�/�9 ����/�.�1��1������!�/��08
&�������/��4�/�6�0��"�/�0�1.
���16 !��.��!10��0�"�����4!��
14.���51�1�%��.�.0�/9�4�1
�!!���0��������������/�0���0
�16���"1��0���/����4!���1.
%��0���61�.�.���.0���!0����
���4��1/����9�"��1����/�� �.�
4��������/�1!�.��110/��.
�.1��������4!��9�����1������!�/��08

)�����
,�&���&�6�!�	�0�
�12��.6�.��1.������0��
�..1�.��0�����������!�����1.��.
���"/��1��/�11��.��1��&@�/����!/9
�!!14�.��61��� �1��//�1.�!/��1
"���6 !1��0�1.�����/��/8������
)�.�/����-�'�!�.�/4�6������!!�0
�����0����!�����!!14�0���!6�.��1�
&@�/����!/�1.�)����?�4�����
6���6�6�1��������1�/��.0
����.����./�"���/��0����
�.0�/������0� !��0�0��1
�.��.�������.�6"��8�&41
�.0�/����"10��/���0��.�1�6�0
�����12��.6�.����������4�/�.1�
 1//�"!���1�/�11��/����!/�4���
����/��0��� �1����
 �1��//�1.�!/9����/��0��.��
/����6�.�8 =���0�.�������
��A��/�9���6���6�6�1��C�
���1�/��.0�����.����./���.�"�
�6 !1��0��1������/�11�/���16
)����?9=����/��08���1.�+��6�
�  �12�!�/�1�!0�"��1"���.�0
��16����..����1� 1����1.
�166�//�1.���1����/�����
�1!!���1�9�"�/�0�� 1.����
>���/0����1.9�"��1��
�166�.��6�.��1�����
/�11��.�9����/��08

����� 	�
�����

Delhi Chief Minister Arvind
Kejriwal said on Saturday that
his government was "several
steps ahead" of the novel coro-
navirus and was more than
prepared to deal with the situa-
tion. Kejriwal underlined that
the aim of the government was
to ensure that the number of
deaths from the coronavirus dis-
ease (COVID-19) should not
rise even if the count of patients
were rising.

"I want to assure Delhi resi-
dents that your government is
several steps ahead of the coro-
navirus," the chief minister said
at an online press conference.

"We are making of plenty
arrangements that are much
more than the requirements. We
are more than prepared to tack-
le it," he said.

According to Kejriwal, cases
of the pathogen went up by

8,500 in the past 15 days, but
only 500 people were admitted
in hospitals and most were
recovering at home.

"We have arranged for
enough beds," he said. "More
beds are being arranged."

Kejriwal added that the gov-
ernment was also developing an
app to give people information
about the availability of beds in
hospitals. Referring to alleged-
ly fake videos being circulated on
social media, the chief minister
said: "We have to leave politics
behind. The country going
through a bad time." 
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The southwest monsoon has
arrived in Kerala before its onset
schedule, private agency Skymet
Weather announced on Saturday,
but India's official forecaster
IMD said conditions are not yet
ripe for the declaration.

Skymet Weather CEO Jatin
Singh said all conditions such as
rainfall, Outwave Longwave
Radiation (OLR) value and wind
speed have been met to declare
the arrival of the southwest mon-
soon over Kerala. "#JUSTIN
Southwest #Monsoon2020 final-
ly arrived on the mainland of
India, #Monsoon arrived on
Kerala before the actual onset
date. All the onset conditions
including rainfall, OLR value,
wind speed, are met. Finally, the
4-month long festival begins for
Indian. #HappyMonsoon (sic),”

the private forecaster tweeted.
The onset of monsoon over

Kerala marks the commence-
ment of four-month rainy season
in the country. The country
receives 75 per cent of the rain-
fall from June to September. 

Skymet had predicted that
monsoon will hit Kerala on
May 28 with an error margin of
plus or minus 2 days. Whereas,

the India Meteorological
Department (IMD) had said
the monsoon will make an onset
over Kerala on June 5, four days
after its normal onset date. 

However, earlier this week, it
said a cyclonic circulation in the
Bay of Bengal will help in
advancement of the monsoon
and it could reach Kerala on June
1, its normal onset date. 
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At least 28 per cent of 40,184
people who had tested positive
for COVID-19 between
January 22 and April 30 in
India were asymptomatic, a
study found, raising concerns
about the novel coronavirus
being spread by those who
show mild or no symptoms.

A large proportion of both
those tested and those positive
were asymptomatic contacts,
according to the study by the
Indian Council of Medical
Research (ICMR) scientists
along with other collaborators

Healthcare workers consti-
tuted about 5.2 per cent of the
total infections,  said the study
published in the Indian Journal
of Medical Research (IJMR).

According to the study, of
the 28.1 per cent asympto-
matic patients, 25.3 per cent
were direct and high-risk con-
tacts of the cases, while 2.8 per
cent were healthcare workers in
contact with confirmed the

case without adequate protec-
tion.

"However, the proportion
of the asymptomatic infected
people could be much more
than the 28.1 per cent and this
is a cause of concern for us,"
Manoj Murhekar, director of
the ICMR's National Institute
of Epidemiology and one of the
authors of the study, said.

The findings stated that the
proportion of confirmed cases
was highest among asympto-
matic contacts, two-three-fold

higher than among those with
severe acute respiratory infec-
tion (SARI), those with an inter-
national travel history or health-
care workers, Murhekar said.

Between January 22 and
April 30, a total of 10,21,518
people were tested for severe
acute respiratory syndrome-
coronavirus-2 (SARS-CoV-2).

Testing increased from about
250 individuals per day in the
beginning of March to 50,000
by the end of April. Overall,
40,184 (3.9 per cent) tested

positive for the novel coron-
avirus.

In this study, an analysis of
the laboratory surveillance data
was done to describe the test-
ing performance and descrip-
tive epidemiology of COVID-
19 cases by time, place and per-
son.

The attack rate (per million)
by age was highest among
those aged 50-69 years (63.3)

and was lowest among those
under 10 years (6.1).

The attack rate was higher
among men as 41.6 of them
tested positive, while 24.3 of the
women contracted the infec-
tion.

Coronavirus cases were
reported from 523 of the 736
(71.1 per cent) districts in the
country.

States with the highest pro-
portion of districts reporting
positive cases included Delhi,
Maharashtra, Kerala, Punjab,
Haryana, Tamil Nadu, Andhra
Pradesh and Gujarat.

States/UTs with the highest
test positivity are Maharashtra
(10.6%), Delhi (7.8%), Gujarat
(6.3%), Madhya Pradesh
(6.1%) and West Bengal (5.8%).

Among the 12,810 cases
with reported symptoms at
the time of specimen collec-
tion, cough and fever were the
most commonly-reported
symptoms, while around one-
third of cases reported sore
throat and breathlessness.
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The Enforcement Directorate
on Saturday said it has attached
assets amounting to Rs 14.32
crore of Bihar-based NGO
Srijan Mahila Vikas Sahyog
Samiti as part of a money laun-
dering probe against it.

The NGO is under the
probe scanner of the Central
Bureau of Investigation (CBI)
and the ED after a Rs 1,000
crore scam by alleged embez-
zlement of government funds
was reported in 2017.

"The attached assets include
20 flats at Noida, Ghaziabad,
Pune, Ranchi, Bhagalpur and
Patna, 19 shops at Noida,
Ghaziabad and Bhagalpur, 33
plots or houses in Bihar, a
Volkswagen car and bank bal-
ance to the tune of Rs 4.84
crore," the agency said in a

statement.
A provisional order for

attachment of the properties,
worth Rs 14.32 crore, was
issued by the ED against Srijan
Mahila Vikas Sahyog Samiti
Limited (SMVSSL) under the

Prevention of Money
Laundering Act.

The agency slapped money
laundering charges in the case
on the basis of a CBI FIR. The
CBI has also filed multiple
charge sheets in the case.

The ED said its investigation
found that "from 2003-04
funds to the tune of Rs 557
crore were siphoned off from
government accounts after
being illegally transferred to
the bank accounts of the NGO
(Srijan)".

"Late Manorma Devi was
the secretary of the society
(NGO) since inception till her
death on February 13, 2017.

"She was the main accused,
who along with others
involved in misappropriating
the government funds in col-
lusion with government and
bank officials," the ED alleged.
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Former world chess champion
Viswanathan Anand finally
returned to India on Saturday
after being stuck in Germany
for over three months due to
the travel restrictions imposed
in the wake of the COVID-19
pandemic. 

Anand was in Germany to
play in the Bundesliga chess
league in February and was to
return to India in March, but
was forced to stay put after
the COVID-19 outbreak dis-
rupted sporting schedules
across the globe apart from
restricting movement

The Chennai-based chess
maestro arrived by an Air
India flight (AI-120) from
Frankfurt via Delhi and
reached the Kempegowda
International Airport in
Bengaluru around 1.15 pm.

"Yes...Anand has arrived.
He is fine and settling down,"
his wife Aruna Anand said.
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The revenue department and
DPIIT are working together to
see what more relaxations can
be given to startups under
direct and indirect tax regime
with a view to promote bud-
ding entrepreneurs, a top gov-
ernment official said on
Saturday.

Secretary in the Department
for Promotion of Industry and
Internal Trade (DPIIT)
Guruprasad Mohapatra said
that they will be submitting a
comprehensive vision docu-
ment for startups to the
Cabinet, which has proposed
series of steps.

Talking about the host of
measures on which they are
working, he said the DPIIT will
be extending more funds this
year to startups under the
Fund of Funds scheme. It has
provided over Rs 1,000 crore
last year. "Right now the taxa-
tion team of department of
revenue and startup India team
from DPIIT are working
together to see what further
relaxations can be given in the
direct and the indirect tax
regime. We are also trying to
provide marketing support to
those startups who are into
manufacturing by providing
them space under the public
procurement scheme of the
central government,"
Mohapatra said.

He was speaking at
Rajasthan STRIDE virtual con-
clave, which was organised by
Secretary in the Department of
Science and Technology,
Government of Rajasthan
Mugdha Sinha.

Mohapatra said the key ele-
ments of the startup India
vision documents include
increasing Fund of Funds,
seed money scheme, credit
guarantee scheme, and making
it mandatory for all depart-
ments to promote incubators
and hand-hold startups.

"What we are trying to do is
to make things simpler for
them. We are now thinking to
start a seed money kind of a
concept for those startups who
come from a ideation stage to
a proof of concept stage.

"There are some schemes for
seed money in some states, and
some departments in central
government like biotechnolo-
gy. But, we want to make it a
national scheme to bring such
support for the startup com-
munity," the secretary said.

He also said that credit
guarantee is a major problem

for availing credit for startups,
so the department is working
on an initiative, which will give
some sort of credit guarantee
to startups when they
approach lending institutions
for either working capital or
capex requirement.

On Intellectual Property
Rights (IPRs) front, he said the
IP office in Mumbai has given
an ambitious contract, which
is based on AI (artificial intel-
ligence) to examine duplica-
tion of patents and other
things. "Work has started on
this and I think in another cou-
ple of months, you should see
significant benefits on AI
based IPR solutions, where
one can find out which start-
up has received what patent
and whether that startup can
be approached for the com-
mercial use of that patent or
not," he added.
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German flagship airline
Lufthansa agreed Saturday to a
compromise worked out
between the government and
the European Union, over-
coming a major hurdle toward
final approval of a 9 billion-
euro (USD 10 billion) bailout
from Berlin.

Lufthansa said in a state-
ment it had agreed to the
compromise worked out
between Germany and the EU
in which the airline will have
to give up several prized land-
ing slots at Munich and
Frankfurt airports. 

The dpa news agency
reported the German govern-
ment had also agreed to the

compromise.
The government announced

the aid package on Monday to
help Lufthansa, which, like
most airlines, has been strug-
gling during the coronavirus
pandemic.

The EU imposed condi-

tions, however, saying that
bailouts must include mea-
sures that would maintain a
level playing field for other
companies.

Specifics on the EU's
demands weren't announced,
but Lufthansa said the scope of

commitments it agreed to had
been reduced compared to
initial plans, dpa reported.

Under the agreement, the
airline must remove up to four
aircraft from the two airports,
equivalent to three daily take-
off and three landing rights per
aircraft, to allow competitors to
take the slots, the airline said.

The slots will be re-allocat-
ed through a bid process.
Discount airlines Ryanair and
easyJet are both thought to be
interested.

Lufthansa's supervisory
board now needs to approve
the full rescue package, includ-
ing the conditions, and the
German government needs to
finalize its plans with the
European Commission. 
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UK Chancellor Rishi Sunak
has set out the UK govern-
ment's plans to taper off the
Coronavirus Job Retention
Scheme from August as the
economy gradually opens up
from the pandemic lockdown.

The Indian-origin finance
minister on Friday said the fur-
lough, or forced leave, scheme,
under which the UK taxpayer
covered 80 per cent of the
wages of nearly a million jobs,
will begin to wind down with
employers asked to contribute
a "modest" proportion of those
costs from August before it
ends in October.

“The furlough scheme can-
not continue indefinitely.
Employers will be asked to
contribute, alongside the tax-
payer, to pay the wages of
their staff,” said Sunak, as he
highlighted that no British
government in history had

undertaken a scheme at such a
scale. “From July 1, a flexible
furlough will be in place.
Employers will have maxi-
mum flexibility to decide to
bring back employees for a
number of days per week,” he

said.
As part of the changes, in

June and July, the scheme will
continue as before – with the
government covering 80 per
cent of wages up to GBP 2,500
– with no employer contribu-

tion. In August, the taxpayer
contribution will stay at 80 per
cent, with employers asked to
pay National Insurance and
Employer Pension
Contributions, which are about
5 per cent of employment
costs. By September, employ-
ers will be asked to start pay-
ing towards people's wages,
with taxpayer contribution
dropping to 70 per cent of the
furlough grant and employers
covering 10 per cent. By
October, taxpayer contribu-
tion will fall to 60 per cent and
employers will pay 20 per cent
before the scheme closes at the
end of the month.

“I have aimed to make the
scheme as flexible and gener-
ous as possible. But there will
be hardship ahead for many
and I will work very hard to get
people back into jobs,” he said,
when asked about looming
unemployment as the lock-
down is lifted.
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Three Indian companies have
got licences from NASA to
manufacture its indigenously
developed ventilators for crit-
ical COVID-19 patients.

The three Indian compa-
nies are Alpha Design
Technologies Pvt Ltd, Bharat
Forge Ltd and Medha Servo
Drives Pvt Ltd, the space
organisation said in a state-
ment on Friday.

Apart from the Indian
firms, 18 other companies,
including eight American and
three Brazilian, have been
selected to manufacture the
critical breathing devices.

The National Aeronautics
and Space Administration
(NASA), which is an  inde-
pendent agency for space
research, aeronautics and
related programmes in the
US, developed the ventilator
specifically for coronavirus
patients at its Jet Propulsion
Laboratory (JLP) in Southern
California. The JPL engineers
designed the special ventila-
tor -- called VITAL -- in lit-

tle over a month and received
'Emergency Use
Authorization' from the Food
and Drug Administration on
April  30.  The VITAL
(Ventilator Inter vention

Technology Accessible
Locally) equipment uses one-
seventh the parts of a tradi-
tional ventilator, relying on
parts already available in sup-
ply chains, the space organi-

sation said.
This high-pressure ventila-

tor offers a simple, affordable
option for treating critical
patients while freeing up tra-
ditional ventilators for those
with the most severe COVID-
19 symptoms. 

Its flexible design means it
also can be modified for use
in field hospitals, the NASA
statement read.
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Union Food Processing
Minister Harsimrat Kaur
Badal has written to all state
chief ministers urging them to
provide relief in electricity
charges to the industry which
is facing liquidity crunch due
to lockdown. 

The minister said that the
industry has sought exemption
of fixed electricity charges for
their cold stores and power
bills to be based on actual
usage. 

Badal urged all chief minis-
ters to analyse power tariffs
and provide suitable relief to
the food processing industry. 

"The food processing indus-
try ensures a seamless supply
of food to consumers. On the
other hand, the livelihood of
lakhs of farmers is dependent
on the uptake of their produce
by the industries," she said
while emphasizing on the
importance of this sector in
the overall economy. 

Due to COVID related
restrictions, Badal said, sever-
al units had to face extended
lockdowns with unsold inven-
tories and mounting fixed
cost. 

"The industry needs to be
supported by the government
to tide over this unprecedent-
ed crisis," she said in the let-
ter. The minister said that
cold storage infrastructure is
one of the critical components
of the food processing indus-

try. "The cold stores need to
run 24×7 to preserve the
stored goods. The compressors
can not be shut down even
when the capacity is not fully
utilised. 

The movement of perish-
ables to and from cold stores
has considerably reduced dur-
ing the lockdown period and
has led to a severe liquidity
crunch for the promoters,"
the letter said. Badal men-
tioned that the industry rep-
resentatives have requested
for exemption from levy of
fixed charges during the peri-
od of COVID lockdown. 
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India needs to implement an
intelligent lockdown exit strat-
egy to prevent irreversible
growth collapse, SBI said in a
research report on Saturday. 

India's economic growth
slipped to an 11-year low of 4.2
per cent in 2019-20 and to 3.1
per cent in January-March, the
lowest in the last 40 quarters. 

The nation-wide lockdown
to prevent spread of coron-
avirus with effect from March
25 has hit economic activities.
The fourth phase of the lock-
down is set to expire on
Sunday.  

"We now believe that we
should implement an intelli-
gent lockdown exit strategy as
the discussion has moved
from debate between lives and
livelihood to also between
lives and lives as an elongated
lockdown will only prolong
irreversible growth collapse,"
SBI's research report 'Ecowrap'
said.

Going by past experience,
recovery from recession often
tends to be slow and takes five
to ten years to reach the for-
mer peak levels of economic

activity, it said. 
Commenting on the GDP

data released on Friday, the
report said loss of economic
activity due to the lockdown in
the last few days of March has
dragged GDP growth to a 40-
quarter low of 3.1 per cent in
the fourth quarter of 2019-20.  

With this, the full year
2019-20 GDP growth comes
to 4.2 per cent (11-year low)
compared to 6.1 per cent in
the preceding financial year. 

In terms of sectors, the only
silver lining was agriculture, it
said.

'Agriculture and allied activ-
ities' grew at 4 per cent in the
fiscal ended March 2020, com-
pared to the year-ago growth
of 2.4 per cent.  
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Deepak Fertilisers and
Petrochemicals Corporation
(DFPCL) on Saturday said its
facilities in Dahej, Gujarat are
limping back to normal oper-
ations but it is facing problems
due to low availability of con-
tract labour and truck drivers. 

In a regulatory filing, the
company said, "Our Fertiliser

plants... have been limping
back gradually to operations.
Our... Ammonia plants
have been continuing
near normal opera-
tions." 

In the case of nitric
acid, the downstream
industry continues to
reel under the COVID-19 lock-
down and it has impacted its
production other than for its

captive use.  "The Dahej facili-
ties are limping back gradual-

ly to operations. We
continue to struggle
through the challenges
of low availability of
contract workmen,
truck/drivers etc,
which have been inter-

mittently impacting the Supply-
Chain and thus the opera-
tions," the company added. 
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Brokerage Axis Securities has
rolled out a two/three/five
days work-from-home model
to ensure that a minimum
number of people are working
from office amid the COVID-
19 pandemic. In this model,
employees will work from
office for two, three or five days
in a week, depending on the
criticality, complexity and role
requirement. "Depending on
the intensity or the necessity,
we have categorised people on
the 2D/3D/5D model. 
We have also taken some filters
like if the person has old age

people at home or small chil-
dren he/she is not called to
office. We have worked on all
the combinations and we are
ready on that," Axis Securities
MD and CEO B Gopkumar
said.

After the lockdown, Axis
Securities will take a discreet
view and open its offices in
three phases, depending on the

situation and guidelines from
the government. In the first
phase, 10 per cent of employ-
ees, which includes team lead-
ers and department heads,
will work from offices through
a roster. In the second phase,
the number will increase to 30
per cent, and in phase three
(depending on the govern-
ment guidelines), 60 per cent
of the staff will work from the
office. 

The company has also made
some infrastructural changes
in its offices, like limiting the
number of seating arrange-
ments, to adhere to social dis-
tancing. 
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Nicotex, Cipla Health's smok-
ing cessation brand, on
Saturday said it has collaborat-
ed with Karnataka and Goa
governments to provide
Nicotine Replacement Therapy
(NRT) to frontline workers.
"Especially during the COVID-
19 pandemic, smokers are at a
greater risk. 

Our collaborations with the
Health Ministry of various
states are helping us to execute
these operations at a much
larger scale and to reach out to
the masses to help them quit
smoking.   

"We are striving to further
enhance the scale of our initia-
tives and are working towards

partnering with other states in
the days to come," Cipla Health
CEO Shivam Puri said in a
statement.

To promote safe behaviour,
Nicotex has collaborated with
the efforts of Karnataka to pro-
tect the frontline workers, who
are presently engaged in field
work under high vulnerability
amidst the COVID-19 out-
break.  

With distribution of over
40,000 Nicotex packs to over
10,000 healthcare workers, the
therapy (NRT), as per WHO,
would benefit smokers, gutka
and other smokeless tobacco
users by reducing cravings,
anxiety, irritability and other
withdrawal symptoms associat-
ed with smoking cessation.  
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State-owned India
Infrastructure Finance
Company Ltd (IIFCL)
announced that P R
Jaishankar has assumed
charge as its managing direc-
tor.

Prior to this, he was exec-
utive director of National
Housing Bank (NHB), IIFCL
said in a statement.

He took over the rein of the
infrastructure finance firm on
Friday, it said, adding the
appointment is for a period of
3 years.

Jaishankar brings with him
a rich experience of over 32
years in development bank-
ing and financial domains,
handling top management
and board level roles in the
infrastructure, mortgage
finance and capital Markets
sectors, it said.

He holds a Masters Degree
in Technology (M Tech) from
the Indian Institute of
Technology (IIT), Delhi; and
an MBA (Finance) from the
Faculty of Management
Studies (FMS), it added.
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State-owned shadow banking
firm Power Finance
Corporation will provide Rs
1.23 crore for 500 PPE kits
and six ambulances to
Uttarakhand government. "In
yet another step to fight the
pandemic, PFC has come
forward to provide financial
assistance of Rs 1.23 crore to
Uttarakhand," the company
said in a statement.
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The Institute of Laser and
Aesthetic Medicine

(ILAMED) is offering a unique
online international Diploma
programme in Medical
Cosmetology through live ses-
sions on Zoom from May 27-
May 31, 2020 to their physician
trainees. 

The courses will cover a
wide range of subjects like
chemical peels, microneedling,
botulinum toxin, fillers, body
contouring, PRP, mesotherapy,
laser & light Rx . There will also
be live demonstration by

experts during the session. 
The programmes are ideal

for those looking for a fresh
start in their career as well as
for physicians or cosmetolo-
gists looking to expand their
practices. 

“We are extremely happy to
announce our international
online diploma in medical cos-
metology programme on mul-
tiple requests from colleagues
in the medical fraternity. This
course will offer great oppor-
tunities for expanding a med-
ical practice, and stands alone
as a highly sought technical
specialty by clinics and hospi-

tals alike. With the increasing
demand for trained practi-
tioners, we are proud to be one
of the pioneering institutes in
providing the required knowl-
edge & practical training in this
area by conducting these
course all across the country,”
says Dr Ajay Rana, Founder
and Director of ILAMED.

Anyone who wants to reg-
ister for the course can book
their place by making a call or
WhatsApp at +91
7838606869/9650500965 or
email: courses@ilamed.org. For
more information, please visit
www.ilamed.org.
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The Shiv Nadar
University on May 20,

2020 announced modifi-
cations to its admission
process for the under-
graduate programmes, in
the wake of the COVID-
19 pandemic. The uni-
versity is among the first
few educational institu-
tions in the country to
conduct remotely proc-
tored admission test
(SNU-SAT & APT) using
an AI mechanism that is
secure and ensures anti-

cheating surveillance.
The university is

also accepting existing
SAT scores for admission
purpose. Students with a
score of 80 per cent and
above in their JEE Mains
2020, will be exempt
from taking SNU-SAT &
APT and can apply
directly for admission in
programmes under engi-
neering or natural sci-
ences. All changes made
to the policy, are available
at http://snuadmis-
sions.com/admission_info
_2020.php#alerts.

The outbreak of the coronavirus
pandemic has created imme-

diate and unprecedented chal-
lenges in the field of education. As
of March 31, 185 countries around
the globe have implemented the
closure of preschools, schools and
universities. Nearly 1.5 billion chil-
dren and youth have been impact-
ed by the crisis. In India, schools
were among the first of many
organisations which started shut-
ting down as a precautionary mea-
sure to prevent the spread of the
virus. 

The young minds i.e. kids
under five years of age have been
also part of this new world which
we are living in of uncertainty with
this coronavirus. The concept of
education changed even for
preschools overnight and in these
times of crisis, digital learning has
emerged as an indispensable
resource for education even for the
kids of this tender age.

Digital technology has made
the teachers go beyond their cre-
ativity for remote learning oppor-
tunities for kids to create intrigu-
ing (virtual) experiences. Virtual
classes have made kids meet and
interact with their teachers and

friends which adds lot of enthusi-
asm in them. Curriculum shift has
new goals and anticipation behind.
However, there are lot of motor
development and skill development
activities which can no more be the
way how it use to be earlier in class-
rooms. Teachers are no longer
physically available there to guide
them hands teaching scissor skills.
Parents are also sailing in the same
boat and working from home with
children at the same time. Hence,

the progress of every student will
look different.

Where we see the world chang-
ing for kids and parents; the major
drift is for teachers. Long working
hours everyday, keeping the stu-
dents active, focused, motivated,
engaged, and connected in what
has been the major focus to achieve
the curriculum goals set across.
None of this is achievable  without
the hardworking parents who are
working along with their kids to

ensure that even in this crisis, the
kids development should not suf-
fer.

School are not only dealing
with the academics but they are also
supporting the students in other
important aspects as well. suc as
yoga, arts & craft and drawing
lessons are being imparted to them.

Virtual Curriculum shift has
made the teachers work at digital
pace with keep up of all the latest
trends in virtual teaching skills
across platforms to ensure the best
practices are in place even if its vir-
tual.

At last, virtual learning is going
to reset the concept of education
entirely, based on preparing for
exams only. Now the schools have
adopted the new culture and in
enabling personalised lesson charts
which makes learning more inter-
active, fun and engaging.  Schools
have started focusing on co-cur-
ricular activities precisely. It makes
the students more self-motivated to
finish their work and stick to their
routines. Undoubtedly, there is a
discipline in student’s work with-
out any peer distraction.
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C
ivil engineering is one of the
oldest disciplines in the field of
engineering and has extended

itself across many technical speciali-
ties over the years. It is a well-known
and professional engineering disci-
pline that ventures with sectors like
planning, designing, constructing,
developing and maintaining the phys-
ical and natural environment. With
the ever-changing evolution of
humankind, the development of infra-
structure also keeps progressing.
Subsequently, the civil engineering
course also involves training stu-
dents in improving the existing infra-
structure and protecting the public
and environmental health. According
to a research report by Global Market
Insights, Inc, the Civil Engineering
Market size is expected to grow up to
$11.72 trillion by 2025. 

Over the course of years, the study
of civil engineering has undergone a
major transition. The advancing tech-
niques for large scale construction
have led to the production of spec-
tacular skyscrapers, dams and bridges
all over the globe. Conventional
methods of building in bricks and
masonry had reached the limits of fea-
sibility in the 18th century itself. This
makes it essential for educational
institutions to keep upgrading their
syllabus in order to train their students
to keep up with the changes and make
themselves ready for the progression
that the future holds. 

The four-year degree course of
Civil Engineering equips students
with tackling problems that the soci-
ety faces and provides efficient engi-
neering solutions in the various sub-
disciplines. 

Considering the constant
advancements in the field, let us
delve into the understanding of what
are the steps that students should fol-
low in order to be a successful Civil
engineer and its scope: 
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Civil engineering is a branch of

engineering that can be pursued post-
secondary school and students who
have a science background are eligi-
ble for the same. It also requires a
strong base of physics and mathe-
matics for the same. The degree cov-
ers a wide range of scientific topics like
mechanics, hydraulics, materials sci-
ence, the statistical analysis which
enables students to be updated with
the latest developments. Continuous

advancement in the field can open up
even more lucrative opportunities.
After earning their professional
license, students have the option of
returning to school for a master's
degree in engineering management or
a master of business administration.
A graduate degree qualifies engi-
neers to serve as architectural or engi-
neering managers.
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In today’s highly competitive,

global world, civil engineering stu-
dents who possess the proper train-
ing, education, and experience often
find multiple career opportunities
and options for themselves. However,
there are a few essential skills that stu-
dents need to have a solid grasp of,
apart from the theoretical knowledge
that the college imparts. 

These skills include mathematical
training, technical knowledge, lead-
ership skills, problem-solving, organ-
isational skills and decision making.
Honing these skills not just helps one
ace at engineering studies but also
gains the upper hand in building a
promising career. 
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Qualified civil engineers can

find jobs in various sectors, partic-
ularly in the construction sector, on
buildings and large structures of all
kinds, transport and communica-
tions infrastructure. Traditionally,
civil engineering was looked upon as
a field that was approached only by
students wanting to get a job in the
public sector or the ones having a
family background relevant to the
field of construction. However, with
the broadened scope of opportuni-
ties and progress that the industry
has made, students can now tap the
private sector as well as the interna-
tional market.  A few job positions
that can be tapped by civil engi-
neering students after the studies are
Construction Manager, Geotechnical
engineer, Environmental engineer,
public health engineer and urban
planning engineer.
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Students wanting to study fur-

ther after their graduation can opt
for specialisation as well. The vari-
ous specialisations that the students

can choose from after a BE or Btech
degree in civil engineering could be
either a Master’s programme or a cer-
tified diploma course in the below-
mentioned fields:
� Civil Structural design
� Building Technology &

Construction Management
�Materials Science and Engineering
� Coastal Engineering
� Construction Engineering
� Earthquake Engineering
� Environmental Engineering
� Geotechnical Engineering
� Water Resources Engineering

Considering the above-men-
tioned prospects and career scope,
one thing that can be concluded is
that the civil engineering sector is
advancing at a phenomenal rate
and is no longer traditional.

With the progressive innova-
tions in technology and infrastruc-
ture, colleges need to upgrade their
course as we enter this new transi-
tion of development through the face
of civil engineering. 
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Ever since the lockdown was
announced on account of COVID-

19 pandemic, it took a toll on students
as educational institutions had to shut
down. But the disappointment was
short lived as institutions migrated to
online teaching. Students were back to
learning mode but in a virtual class-
room. Online teaching has several
flavours but the two major ones are
Live classes & Recorded classes. Which
of the two is more effective for learn-
ing? Not just that there are several other
questions like ‘does it depend a learn-
er’s profile’; ‘does it depend on the sub-
jects that are being taught’. So firstly,
let us try and figure out the funda-
mental difference between the two
modes of teaching.

Live online classes: It is an
Instructor Led Learning Model where-
in a teacher has the control of a class;
they drive the learning objective and
they even set the pace of learning. This
learning model allows two-way com-
munication wherein the learning is
synchronous, in other words a student
can watch/listen to a teacher, interact
with them and even ask questions. 

The learning environment consists
of teacher & peer group. Since it’s a live
class, teacher can see the students and
can assess them at every moment while
they are teaching. Depending upon a
student’s goal, progress and level,
teachers can adjust/modify their lec-

ture and the difficulty level of sample
questions or numerical problems.
While teaching, 
� a teacher can give questions to stu-
dents
�a teacher can ask students if they are
facing difficulty in understanding
�a student can ask doubts in real time,
like they do in an offline class, this is
the most critical aspect of learning.
Students learn the most when their
classmate asks a question or a doubt.

Pre-recorded classes: It is a Self
Paced Learning Model wherein the
learner has the control viz ‘when to
study’; ‘how much to study’; ‘pace of
study’. This learning model allows one-
way communication wherein learning
is asynchronous. A student can only
watch/listen to a teacher in a record-

ed video session, so it is passive.
There is no difference in lecture con-
tent or level of teaching as per learn-
er’s ability or appetite. All types of stu-
dents are served the same content i.e
common for all.  Hence learning as per
student’s ability gets suppressed. There
is no provision for students to ask ques-
tions in real time. So the essence of real
learning is lost. 

It is ideal for adult learners who are
matured & self driven. But in the K-
12 segment, students are of lower age
group, especially those preparing for
competitive exams, they need a lot of
intervention by teacher.  So, a two-way
synchronous communication is the
way forward. 
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The JD Institute of
Fashion Technology

has been hosting ‘JD
Talks’, a series of online
interactive sessions, in a
nationwide campaign to
address the challenges
thrown up by the
COVID-19 pandemic.
The series of talks were
addressed by various
industry experts like
Anju Modi,  Rita
Gangwani, Rina Dhaka,
Farah Khan Ali, Jamal

Shaikh, Nandini Bhalla,
and Ronjoy Gogoi,
among others.

A recent session was
organised to discuss self-
isolation and social dis-
tancing and their impact
on mental health.
Experts talked about the
different aspects of quar-
antine and the impor-
tance of embracing
uncertainty and focusing
on things that enhance
students’ abilities.
Followed the session,
experts helped the stu-

dents to create a routine
that prioritises mental
wellbeing. They also
advised students on how
to deal with the quaran-
tine period and bring
stability, comfort, and
happiness in their lives.

Commenting on the
initiative, Akshra Dalal,
Director, JD Institute of
Fashion Technology,
said: “I am extremely
happy that our initiative
brings a sense of togeth-
erness and self-intro-
spection in our students

and audiences. In this
adverse situation, we
look at the brighter side
and accept this as an
opportunity to explore
our creative talents. As a
design institution, we
always believed in
exploring the creative
and meaningful side of
our lives. JD Talks was
one-of-a-kind campaign
to help people deal with
mental stress and
strengthen their abilities
under the guidance of
experts.”

The whole world, including
India, is passing through

unprecedented difficult times
due to the outbreak of COVID-
19 Pandemic.  As all universi-
ties, colleges and schools are
closed due to national lock
down, the teaching — learning
processes and research activi-
ties have been badly disrupted.

Recently, the Delhi
Government announced that it
would conduct online classes
for Class XII students, but
school teachers say that it is
impractical since most of the
students do not have access to
the required digital facilities.

Teachers working in elite
schools in cities and big towns
may proudly state that they
conduct classes online and
help the students make use of
the lock down period in a use-
ful manner.

What about teachers work-
ing in  Government Schools,
ZP High Schools, Panchayat
Schools in rural areas?  Neither
teachers nor students have
access to the required digital
facilities.

However, in the education
domain, now, we have three
main opportunities:
�Our students belong to Gen Z 
�Numerous web resources and
�Enthusiastic teachers.

Gen Z learners are true
digital natives.  They are born
in digital era and are familiar
with computers, multimedia
content and internet based
activities from an early age.  As
they live in online environment
and speak the language of
technology; they need to be
taught differently.

Now, it is the right time to
introduce elearning and devel-
op learner autonomy.

The COVID-19 lockdown
has enabled teachers to become
creative.  They can now create
e-material such as YouTube
videos and PPTs and share the
links with the students and
engage them during the lock-
down period.  

In a country where access
to the internet and high speed
connectivity is still a problem
and the digital divide is an
issue, it is important to address
these challenges. Those who
are involved in education plan-
ning and administration should
give a serious thought to reduc-
ing the digital divide in the
country.

The need is to establish
digital and online education
wing in higher education. We
need to create a mechanism,
engaging the students during
the lockdown period, in an
effective, educative and con-
structive way so that they do
not lose the focus.

The students going to
American Universities for pur-
suing higher education and in
addition they prefer American
Education because of the job
opportunities available in the
US. Due to COVID-19 pan-
demic, several MNCs are
pulling out their operations
from China and they may pre-
fer India. 

Simultaneously, the
Government is planning the
development of necessary
infrastructure and creating
conducive environment for the
ease of doing business.

Post COVID-19 could be a
game changer for education
sector in the country, if we use
the technology effectively and
make use of the opportunities. 
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I
t was midnight when Abhijit Saxena,
a 35-year-old Delhiite, woke up to his
mother’s scream. The 60-year-old was
convulsing from a sudden and acute
ear ache. After self-medication failed

to get her relief, the pain became so unbear-
able that Saxena had to rush her to hospi-
tal.

Both were denied entry at many hospi-
tals. Saxena was advised to keep his moth-
er away from hospitals due to the
Coronavirus scare. Looking for a doctor
became a Herculean task and the night
became the longest one for the duo.

After hours of being a helpless witness
to his mother’s suffering, it struck Saxena
that he could tap a doctor online. The ENT
specialist he contacted, immediately pre-
scribed the painkillers and eardrops that
worked magic on his mother.

Cooped up in their homes and with
most hospitals being out of bounds due to
the pandemic, many have either switched to
home remedies or telemedicine, not want-
ing to catch an infection from a hospital. Dr
Alexander Kuruvilla, Chief Healthcare
Strategy Officer, Practo, tells you that about
60 per cent of the population has access to
only 30 per cent healthcare facilities in India.
Though telemedicine is on an all-time
high, not much will change in the sector
post-pandemic, he warns.

“For a patient in Arunachal Pradesh to
take the opinion of a doctor in Delhi, you
cannot have better technology than telemed-
icine. But not much will change in the
telemedicine sector. We as a country, despite
having the best doctors, are struggling for
them in villages. The doctor-patient ratio is
skewed. Therefore, telemedicine will help
people in rural areas to have access to doc-
tors and better healthcare facilities,” he says.

In urban areas, the time taken to com-
mute to a hospital pushes many a patient to
the chemist next door or self-medication,
without professional advice. Under these cir-
cumstances, telemedicine is the way forward.

“Through telemedicine, the treatment
starts early. Also, doctors are availabe even
in off-duty hours, on weekends and holidays
too. It saves patients from searching for doc-
tors in an emergency. There are multiple
ways in which telemedicine helps and will
continue to help even after the pandemic is
over,” he asserts.

The growth has paved way for new play-
ers in the field, and a sudden surge in users
for the existing ones. However, there are
chances that post-COVID-19, people will
follow the traditional route of visiting a doc-
tor and telemedicine may see a decline.

“It will not grow at such a pace as now.
The growth will be slow, but it will not fade
out. Take for example, the US and Canada
have adopted telemedicine as a common way

to address health issues. Insurance compa-
nies reimburse teleconsultation fees, realis-
ing that if a disease is addressed early, the
cost of reimbursement will reduce,” Kuruvilla
tells you.

He points out that though Coronavirus
has made people follow social distancing
seriously and avoid going to hospitals
unnecessarily, visiting hospitals for minor
issues is not a good option as they pose a
threat of cross-infection not just for
Coronavirus but for other infections as well.

Practo has grown five times since March
1, 2020 and the team is working late hours
all week to respond to health needs. Many
doctors are showing interest in working with
the platform.

“We follow a stringent process when it
comes to getting doctors registered with the
app. We make sure that all their degrees and
certificates are verified and available on the
platform for users. We have separate sections
for Ayurveda, Allopathy and Yunani med-
icines so that the patient can figure out what
he wants to opt for. Given the surge in the
last two months and the response strategy
we had, we are ready to handle any situation
in the near future,” he explains.

Amit Pandey, senior scriptwriter at
Cosmos Maya, who writes scripts for cartoon
shows, see telemedicine as a gift of technol-
ogy, especially for people who can’t compro-
mise on work.

“As the world struggles to come to terms
with the outbreak, at a granular level it has
brought a drastic change in life across the
globe. While businesses across different sec-
tors are reeling and people gradually getting
used to the new lifestyle, the healthcare sec-
tor has emerged as a crucial part of our lives.
Most people have been trying to avoid hos-
pital visits. However, since health check-ups
cannot be compromised, medical profession-
als have swiftly adopted telemedicine as their
way to connect with their patients for vir-
tual consultations wherever possible,” he
says.

He recalls his first experience with the
technology: “A few days back, I had to get
in touch with a doctor virtually with the help
of an app when one fine morning I noticed
some allergy on my skin. I could not visit a
hospital. I tried booking an appointment
with a dermatologist through an app and I
received a call from the doctor within 20
minutes. Soon I got a prescription on the app
itself making it a seamless experience. I
ordered the medicine online using another
app and within an hour, I was good to go. I
paid for both transactions online. Similarly,
the other day when my wife complained
about splitting headache, I used the same app
to e-consult a doctor and got the initial med-
ications with the help of the prescription.
The best part about this was that the sup-

port team of the application regularly follows
up with the patients to ensure a seamless step
out of the problem. I can imagine how help-
ful this can be for senior citizens, a godsend.
As they say, requirement is the mother of all
innovations, and telemedicine is no excep-
tion,” Pandey adds.

Dr Yash Gulati, Senior Orthopaedic,
Indraprastha Apollo Hospitals, tells you that
telemedicine has been here for 20 years, if
not more and has been occasionally used by
doctors and patients. “When I say telemed-
icine, I refer to teleconsultation that can be
through messages, voice calls or even video
calls. Many hospitals around the country
have been using this technology. Yes, the sec-
tor has picked up pace and is now being
widely used but that doesn’t mean that it can
substitute hospitals visits. That can never be
the case because of the restrictions it poses
when it comes to the need for a physical
examination. At best, telemedicine can only
be a primary introduction to the patient and
a way to know more about his history. Also,
it can be used to confirm a diagnosis in cer-
tain cases. If you don’t take the history of the
patient, you don’t know where in the sea you
will sail in and if you don’t do physical exam-
ination then you haven’t sailed at all,”
Gulati says.

He adds that it is beneficial in two cases
— one, when the patient lives far away from
the doctor and travelling is not an option,
and two, in taking a second opinion from
doctors on surgeries or in general. “The tech-
nology is successful in cases where you can
skip a physical examination. Like, if a
patient has suffered a fracture or has under-
gone a knee surgery, the doctor can observe
the movement via a video call and the treat-
ment can proceed. It can also help the doc-
tors in following up with the patients dur-
ing the treatment. So it is boon for prima-
ry diagnosis and for some general ailments
like the common cold, flu and allergies,” he
explains.

Rajat Garg, co-founder and CEO,
myUpchar, an Indian language health infor-
mation platform delivering medicines
nationwide and teleconsultation facility,
tells you that the platform saw a 50 per cent
increase in traffic in the last few months.

“Most queries were related to cold and
flu symptoms, allergies and gynaecology
related issues. There was no one pattern.
Earlier the platform was pressed into use for
seeking second opinion but in the last two
months, more generic queries have poured
in. We were anticipating more COVID-19
related queries, however that didn’t happen.
The surprising fact was that queries related
to sexual issues dropped by 50 per cent,”
Garg says. The platform mostly attracts cus-
tomers from Tier II and III cities. To lever-
age the growing demand, the platform has

partnered with top doctors and organisa-
tions.

The loophole is that these platforms
don’t support follow-ups with the same doc-
tor. In case a patient wants to consult the
same doctor again, there is no room for it.
The app will connect you only to the doc-
tor who is answering queries at that time.

“Our doctors are available 24 hours a
day in case of any emergency but we haven’t
introduced a way in which the patient can
consult the same doctor twice. We will be
working on this and try to introduce the
facility soon,” he says.

Though telemedicine is doing wonders
for now, there are many challenges. If a
patient is in a need of an injection, there is
no way telemedicine can help. “In such cases,
we ask the patient to visit a hospital on pri-
ority. But, for blood pressure and tempera-
ture checks, the patients are trained enough
to do it by themselves. Nowadays, most of
the people keep a BP monitoring machine
or a glucose meter at home, so it serves the
purpose. But for severe issues, we advise peo-
ple to go to the hospital and get a check-up
done,” Garg explains.

Dr Anand Bansal, Medical Director,
Action Group of Hospitals, says that tech-
nology has always been making things eas-
ier and efficient. “When the entire country
is in the grip of COVID-19, lockdown is a
necessary step to curb the virus spread but,
in the process, patients suffering from
other diseases are having a tough time as
hospitals are out of bounds. In such cases,
telemedicine has emerged as a boon.
Recently, the Health Ministry issued guide-
lines for telemedicine, considering it helps
in reducing the risk of virus spread. In the
past few decades, there has been a constant
effort to promote telemedicine but in this
pandemic, it has automatically picked up
pace,” he says.

He agrees with Gulati to add that
although it makes the process easier, faster
and saves resources, it cannot be considered
to be future of healthcare.

“Regular OPDs and physical presence
are still needed for better and correct treat-
ment. In the time of emergency, one needs
to rush to the hospital. For telemedicine. one
entirely depends on technology, availabili-
ty of Internet which may fail at times and a
major population is still not that tech-friend-
ly, especially the weaker sections of the soci-
ety,” he tells you.

The medicine delivery and sample col-
lection from home facilities of these apps and
platforms comes in handy for patients in sit-
uations like these when stepping out of the
house is not an option. So, if you have devel-
oped an allergy lately or, for that matter, a
cold or flu, then fret not, a doctor is just a
click away. 
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I
t was business as usual in Paris. The cafes
were crowded. Pavements busy with hur-
rying office goers and students. The
manicured parks filled with more adults
than children. Long queues at bakeries.

Joggers out in the winter sun as much as in the
gyms and health clubs. Subway trains packed.
The shops luring in customers to the last dis-
counts of the winter sale. Only the media was
abuzz with around 800 new COVID cases
being discovered in France every day. 

So much so that the Indian government
announced that the country would close its
borders to any foreign national entering from
France. My family and I had to scramble to get
our air tickets for the very next day to leave
Paris where we live three months every year to
return to our home in Goa — my husband and
toddler son are New Zealand citizens.

It was March 13, 2020 when we landed at
Delhi international airport, where COVID
related messages to socially distance were
blasting on loudspeakers and all passengers
had to undergo thermal tests. At that time
India had 74 cases in total. 

India has about 12 million children on the
streets. Migrant workers often live in over-
crowded temporary rooms in our cities. India
is home to about one-third of the global slum
population, with an average of one in six city
residents living in slum zones where popula-
tion densities vary between 277,136 persons
per square kilometre (sq km) in Dharavi to
125,000 persons per sq km at the Rasolpoora
slum in Hyderabad. In fact, in Dharavi, there is
one toilet per 1,440 residents. How are they
expected to ‘socially distance’ themselves? 

Yet in India, that was our best bet and
worth a try because with our size of popula-
tion and low healthcare facility, we clearly have
our own unique challenges to beat the
Coronavirus. Testing is expensive and if the
number of cases increase at the pace it did in
Italy and France, then India would not have
adequate numbers of beds to treat patients.

It was for this reason that on April 2, at the
time that India had about 2,543 cases of
COVID-19, that my team at Anant National
University submitted a detailed proposal to the
Prime Minister’s Office about how to trans-
form vacant community halls, marriage halls,
office spaces, and residential buildings into
temporary hospitals and quarantine facilities
for COVID-19 patients in an effective yet
highly affordable way. 

I set up the Anant Centre for Sustainability
as a think-teach-do tank about two years ago,
and since the past 10 months the team there
had been collecting primary data at a city level
to unravel the reasons why 7.5% homes in
India are vacant as well as what we could do
with them to close the housing gap in the
country. In our proposal to the PMO, we
included intricate details about the vacant
spaces that were suited for specific COVID-19
conditions, room layouts, list of equipment
required, costs, vendors, as well as a financing
structure that did not require the government
to pay for the costs to set up COVID-19 recov-
ery facilities in vacant buildings. 

Yet wondering if we would ever even hear
back from the Prime Minister, I also reached
out to friends who I thought might help us
implement our proposal. Anil Antony, who is
national coordinator of the Parliamentarians
for Innovators of India, a multi-party parlia-
mentarian organisation to which I too serve as
a mentor, readily connected me to the Kerala
state government. Milind Deora, former
Minister of State, immediately connected me
to the Brihanmumbai Municipal Corporation
(BMC).

Before the end of the week, I did hear back
from the Ministry of Commerce who request-
ed immediate assistance for creating new cate-
gories on GeM, GOI’s e-market for govern-
ment projects, for building COVID-19 recov-
ery facilities as we had proposed to the PMO.
Indeed, AnantU was registered on GeM as
well. But by that time we already had two
spaces in Thiruvanantharapuram and in South
Mumbai that were ready to be converted in to
a 20 bed temporary hospital for moderate
cases of COVID-19 patients and a 100 bed
quarantine facility for mild cases, designed,
implemented, and funded by AnantU. 

Within the same fortnight we had trans-
formed three more facilities totalling 700

beds in Mumbai in to quarantine facilities, at
one tenth of the cost of traditional quaran-
tine centres. Milind Deora generously
arranged for CSR funds from Godrej. Dhaval
Monani, Director of Affordable Housing at
AnantU came up with an incredibly inge-
nious design of making hospital furniture out
of laminated corrugated cardboard that were
durable, water proof, priced at 10% of the
cost of a steel bed. The equipment is at man-
ufacturing cost and the cheapest in the mar-
ket, while mine and the university team’s
efforts are at zero cost and completely on a
voluntary basis. Due to the relentless efforts
of Professor Monani and the team, within
three days we built up the capacity of manu-
facturing 2,500 beds, tables, room separators
every week, and transporting them to any
place in India. Now every week we are setting
up about two new facilities across India.

This extraordinary pace of scale of an
innovative solution during a nationwide
lockdown will probably make it to the bunch
of stories I would tell my grandchildren one
day. For now, I am convinced that it has been
made possible only because of a government-
university-private sector partnership which
came with it’s share of challenges that essen-
tially pointed to the lack of habitude for this. 

For instance, is each entity a partner or a
vendor? When the government-university-
private sector come together as partners,

each entity is contributing in money or in
kind. This is very different from a transac-
tional approach where the funder is the
owner and the provider of goods is seeking a
profit. Another example is the ability for the
three entities to tango, given that each would
have their unique interests and concerns.
And finally, the role of universities anywhere
in the world is to further knowledge, with no
bias and without seeking profit. The under-
standing of this is still at a nascent stage and
must be mainstreamed in our country. At a
time when some individuals and organisa-
tions (even while declaring to be non profit)
might be trying to make a buck out of the
desperation that this crisis creates, the advan-
tage of partnering with good universities is
that its mandate is only to push new thinking
and research instead of profiteering.
Overcoming these minor hiccups in govern-
ment-university-private sector endeavours
will only lead to greater innovation and
accelerated implementation, besides attract-
ing the best talent of the country to teach
and implement research driven projects with-
in universities. 

During the pandemic that has hurt most
the vulnerable pockets of the population, we
need solutions that cater to scale and afford-
ability. For instance another innovation we
are bringing to market this week is a mobile
testing facility fitted within the humble

autorickshaw — once again offered by a uni-
versity and therefore at only the exact cost of
the materials needed to manufacture it. We
are putting mobile x-ray and swab collection
centres upon an autorickshaw platform using
insulated tarpaulins. It dramatically brings
down the cost of testing while bringing the
opportunity to test at the doorstep of resi-
dents living even in overcrowded zones. 

In the wake of the relaxation in the lock-
down in India, we must be prepared to live
with the virus for an extended amount of
time. Being prepared will help India avoid
the path that France initially took with their
‘business as usual’ aporoach. Unless there is a
vaccine, the virus is not going away. The rate
of spread might flatten at some point and
then spike again. No amount of modelling
and simulations can predict the course of
this. While those who have shelter and liveli-
hoods during this crisis, can afford to physi-
cally distance (more apt than ‘social dis-
tance’!) from others, we need to tap in to fru-
gal innovations to scale up solutions for
those who need to choose between hunger
and the virus. 

Dr. Miniya Chatterji is CEO of Sustain Labs
and Adjunct Professor at SciencesPo Paris. She

is also a columnist and author of the 2019 best-
seller Indian Instincts — essays on freedom

and equality in India
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t is in human nature to look towards
a better tomorrow. So, invariably we
begin life with high hopes and aspi-

rations. Accordingly, we set our dream
destination. Dreams are necessary for
reaching heights one is capable of, as
they serve a focus to reach an objective.
Since time immemorial, the Moon fasci-
nated and evoked man’s curiosity, seen
every day — yet unknown. A longing to
know and understand, it led scientists to
send man on the Moon. Yet, not every-
body’s dreams get fulfilled. Non-realisa-
tion often brings in frustrating experi-
ences. Why? Are we so helplessly fated?
If so, what is the relevance of freewill, we
are supposed to be endowed with?

The obvious question now is: What
primarily drives our lives — freewill or
fate? This debate has been ongoing since
ages, which finds reflection in
Ramayana, Yoga Vashishtha, and even
Mahabharat. The rationalists and those
belonging to science fraternity have
often challenged the relevance of
Astrology, which primarily deals with
fate. Little reflection would reveal that it
is the exercise of freewill option, which
is an exclusive human privilege, that
binds you to fate. This option is not

available to other species. Remember,
the freewill option grants you with the
freedom to make choices. It needs to be
appreciated here that if there is choice in
hand, the probability of its use and mis-
use becomes equal. And there is nothing
like a free lunch in this world. You have
to own up and bear with consequences
of the choices you make. This way, you
become stuck to a cause-effect chain,
which runs in succession. In this scheme
of things, there has to be a cause behind
every effect, which, in turn becomes the
cause of future happenings. 

Someone curious to understand the
relation between freewill and fate sought
a wise man’s help for the answer. The
wiseman asked the questioner: Stand on
one feet with the other raised in air. The
questioner followed. The wiseman then
asked him to raise the other leg also.
How can I? I will fall. Now you have the
answer said the wiseman. Freewill
option gave you the choice to raise either
the left or right leg, or not raise any. If,
however, you raise one leg, you are stuck
and so fated. To sum, the exercise of
freewill binds you to fate.

So said Rousseau: “Man is born free,
and everywhere he is in chains. One

man thinks himself the master of others
but remains more of a slave than they
are.”

The obvious question now is: Is
there any scope to come out of the
binds of fate? The answer is ‘yes’ and
‘no’. Well, the choice option you have
also enjoins upon you with the capacity
to make necessary amends. You can
make a conscientious choice purported
to deny the implication of fate.
Remember, what is fated is imprinted in
your memory in the form of thought-
seed, which when gains a congenial
ground, it comes into play. Remember, a
seed if kept on a table will remain inert.
The same seed when planted into earth
mass may breed a plant. 

It is pertinent to note here that
human mind is empowered to self-
reflect upon its own space and identify
undesirable thought-trends. Following
which, you could consciously deny the
ground necessary for its fruition. Or you
could modify it by feeding the mind
with fresh educative inputs. Therefore,
in so far as human potential is con-
cerned, one is capable to come out of the
binds of fate. It is, however, easier said
than done.

The fact of life is that all ordinary

mortals are born unique, each being’s
mind pre-programmed one way or the
other, coming as they may as Karmic
carry-over from the past. Remember,
one’s Karmic cycle keeps running in suc-
cession, transgressing birth-death cycles.
So, ordinarily, we are all born fated, each
manifesting varying desire and mind-
trends. That leads us, all through the run
of life, unless otherwise consciously
modified, which is not easy. Not that we
can’t change. Our indwelling faculty of
discriminate intelligence empowers us to
dispassionately see things in perspective
and make necessary amends. But it can’t
come into play involuntarily. It has to be
consciously invoked for due diligence,
which is the prerogative of Ahamkara
(ego consciousness). The irony, however
is that often our ego plays the spoiler by
identifying itself with the indwelling
desires, and is tempted to pursue it as an
end game. It then doesn’t leave scope to
look beyond for a better option if any. 

The topic continues... 
4���,,����������

��

������!����$$
����  ������
���


����������
��  ���������8�		������������"�

�
A0&&����++�
�
��##
!
���##�,�33���������������

#�,�))����0&&&������
4����11&0&&&0..1/./.2�51/&/��2�2��

:"
����BB�
�
�B����
��
"
��K!"
��8 �"

����9����
�����&���#���	�'��)���$

�
���@����
����
��
���� 
����
�����������
����
�����
��3�����������C
�"�H����������<�4
����
��)�$��
����8�����
 ����
�����"
��K���
�
���8 �"��,,,8���
�
���8 �"�����1/2��/���&

��������	����	����

-��!��&���� ���*�L�	�@	��& )�	���&&�9��$	�#�&	(���&$��M � '��( -��������
&� L ��&������	����5�-�)$��9���	$����&$��E����&@�F

0�1 

�' ��� 11��%� %%� ''$ ��% �&����������&���	����



$'��

��&�)��

����	��
"
�������* +�
 ,-* ././

&'�%$����%�#%%��)$#���N���(���&�&��-�
����%$��	(
��&$�#�����
��-���&����&��	����'�&#��8�&�(�����&��

)*&#�����&&��9��$��$#��$	K&���@��&$��&�����)�	��&)��
����$#��$�
&�����'�&#��8��	�&�	(�&��&����'���$#��&�

�����
��	�%$��	(�����($$��&�	(

����������	#���
������#�������	�
�E��	������"�!�	D
Be it birthdays or just that longing to satisfy ones sweet
tooth, Fabelle Master Chocolatiers have specially curated
delightful chocolate dessert recipes that can be made with just
handful of ingredients. These recipes will ensure that consumers
can now relish the taste of indulgent chocolate desserts/cakes
like Luscious Chocolate Mousse, Chocolate Ganache, Vegan Hot
Chocolate, and many more without venturing out. The Pioneer
brings to you #easytomake DIY recipes that will enable you to
traverse to the exotic world of chocolate desserts within the
comforts of their home.

Chocolate & Peanut
Butter Oatmeal Cookies

Chocolate Mango Pudding

WHAT YOU

NEED:

��Roughly

chopped

Fabelle Choco

Deck Milk

Chocolate Bar:

¼ cup 

��Peanut

Butter

(smooth): 1

cup

��Quick-

Cooking Oats

(Gluten free):

1 ½ cups

��Honey or

Maple Syrup:

½ cup

��Egg: 1

(large)

��Coconut

Sugar (option-

al): 2-3 tbsp

HOW TO MAKE:

� Preheat oven to 170

degrees C

� Place all ingredients in a

bowl and mix until well

combined

� Roll dough into 1 ½ - 2

inch balls and then place

on a parchment paper-

lined baking sheet

� Place criss-cross fork

marks on top of the

cookies and sprinkle

with sugar (optional)

� Bake in preheated oven

for 9-11 minutes.

Enjoy!

� Cookies will last at

room temperature in an

airtight container for

3-4 days.  Store in the

refrigerator for up to

5-7 days.

WHAT YOU NEED:

� White/Milk Chocolate:

250 gms

� Alphonso Mango

Chopped: 1 piece

� Cream: 100 ml

HOW TO MAKE:

� Use 1 ripened Alphonso

mango. Peel, chop and

make pulp

� Take about 250 g

Fabelle white or white

plus milk chocolate. You

can also use Fabelle

Choco Deck. Chop into

pieces

� Bring about 100 g

cream to boil

� Add boiled cream and

mango pulp on chopped

chocolate

� Wait for 5 minutes.

Then mix and blend well

� Dispense into shot

glasses. Decorate with

mango pieces

� Keep in the fridge for 1-

3 hours

� Add chopped pistachio

if required for garnish

and serve.

WHAT YOU NEED:

� Chopped Fabelle

Application Madagascar

67% Dark Chocolate: 1/4

cup

� Peanuts with skin: 15 

� Kimia Dates seedless: 6 

� Ragi Flour: 1 tbsp

� Robusta Banana: 1 

� Toned Milk/Almond

Milk/Soy Milk: 1/2 cup

� Water to adjust 

consistency

HOW TO MAKE:

� In a mixer / blender jar,

blend all the ingredients,

and adjust consistency as

required by adding water.

� Serve chilled.

WHAT YOU NEED:

� Fabelle Chocolate Bar:

120 to130g

� Fresh Cream: 70 gms

� Fresh unsalted milk but-

ter: 10 gms

HOW TO MAKE:

� Cut the selected Fabelle

chocolate bar into 10-

15mm pieces and place

in a round bottom bowl

� Bring 70g Fresh cream

to boil [Just 80 deg C]

and add milk butter

� Pour over chocolate

pieces' in the bowl

� Allow 5 minutes to cool

till 33 Deg C

� Mix and fold with a spat-

ula to melt the choco-

late completely followed

by a hand blender for 5

minutes

� Pour in a parchment

paper-lined tray in about

a 15 mm thick slab

� Chill for 3 hours

� Remove and dust with

cocoa powder

� Cut into small cubes,

sprinkle additional cocoa

powder

� Enjoy melt in mouth deli-

cacy, a signature cre-

ation from Fabelle

� In case you want to

make a garnish for your

cake, then add 30g

additional cream in your

recipe and use immedi-

ately after mixing.

Cocoa Millet
Smoothie

Delicious Ganache
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utee Chand was born on February 3, 1996 to
Chakradhar Chand and Akhuji Chand in the
Jajpur district of Odisha. Though she is from a

family of weavers living below the poverty line, she has
made a mark on the world stage and put her village on
the map by achieving success at a young age.  Her source
of inspiration is her older sister Saraswati Chand, who
competed at the state level. She also holds the national
record in the women’s 100 m and is only the fifth Indian
to participate in the women's 100 metres at the Olympics
when she qualified for the 2016 Rio Games.

*�!���	�$�
My coming out in the open about my same-sex

relationship has made me feel liberated. I have been
able to focus better in training, despite the growing
turmoil back home. My mother, who initially sup-
ported the decision, is now upset. 

��	���"�	��&��������	��	���	��"���
My elder sister, Saraswati Chand, is an athlete and

she was the one who asked me to practice running
and take part in school tournaments. That was when
I was just 6 years old. I remember refusing, and
telling her that I can’t do it. When she saw that I ran
well, she convinced me to take up athletics and I
always used to win a lot of prizes in school-level com-
petitions. My sister told me that sports quota will
fetch me free books and higher education, so I kept
continuing and consequently, I started giving more
time to my running and started training for it.
However, it was hard for me initially as I did not have
proper running shoes and neither did I have any
coach or training facilities. It was a real struggle at
that time. Fortunately, my performance gradually got
noticed and the sports brand, Puma gave me a spon-
sorship deal following which everything has gone
smoothly for me.

������	�$����	���
My sister changed colours when I confided in her

about my sexual orientation in 2019. I told her, also
my parents, about my female best friend and that I
would want to be with her forever as we understand
each other well. While my parents were shocked, my
sister used it as an opportunity to threaten me that
she will go to the media with it if I don’t give her
money. Without knowing what to do, I gave in to her
demands but one day I thought I’ve had enough and
asked her to go ahead. I did not realise that she would
actually do it. Much to my surprise, she went to the
press without my consent and the media played the
story up big time, ruining my image. I then had to
face the local media in Odisha myself and explain
myself and about my sexuality. We have not been on
talking terms ever since. 

��������	$����	!����"	������
It did disturb my mind. I remember my coach,

Ramesh sir, asking me why I was glum. “You just
came back from a meet where you won a medal (200
metres Bronze at Asian Championships) and broke a
national record in the 100 metres but you don’t seem
to be happy,” he said. I wanted to talk to my coach
about what I was going through but I was a little wor-
ried about what he would say. He is like a father to
me. First I told him that I had a fight with my family
but didn’t give him the details. He told me ‘everyone
at some point has a fight or some misunderstanding
with their family. So focus on the Asian
Championships now’. After winning a medal, I usual-
ly take sweets when I return to celebrate. But that

time after returning from the Asian Championships I
did not. I was not in a good mood, I stayed aloof. I
was constantly worried what would happen if my sis-
ter started talking to the world. A few days after I
returned to Hyderabad where I train, I told my coach
about my sister blackmailing me. Sir told me not to
worry. I decided to come to Bhubaneswar and visit
my village for a short break.

B�!�"�D�	���&����	��	&�!���	�$�
My family opposed it right away and since the

media played up the news big time, the situation was
tense in my partner’s home as well. But I always had a
tendency of doing things that I was warned against
doing. Even as a kid, people in my village used to tell
me that I should not be running and a girl like me
should not be even thinking about it. But it is the
sport that got me so far. Similarly, in my personal life,
a lot of close relatives have snapped all contact with
me after I confessed to being gay. But I believe in
what I am and I will do what I believe is right for me.
I had to explain my family that I had not known
about the word ‘gay’ or ‘lesbian’ and further told them
how I felt happy about sharing my life with her and
also mentioned about how it was decriminalised. I
told my family that I might marry a boy if I do like
someone and that my partner can do the same. That
was the one condition from her family, that I should
not interfere or stop her if she wants to marry a boy.
That convinced them upto an extent. However, I am
still not allowed to visit my home until I ‘break up’
with my partner so I live in my house in
Bhubaneswar. 

B������	�&&�(���&�	
Unexpectedly,the sports fraternity accepted me

with open arms and said that my personal life and
choices do not concern them. Gopi bhaiya (Pullela
Gopichand) told me that they are my family and the
academy is like a home to me.

��#	��	�������
It started in 2017, but we have hardly been able to

stay together in the same place. She stays in my vil-
lage and I am most of the time training in Hyderabad
or travelling for competitions. I meet her when I
come on a break to Bhubaneswar for a day or two.
But then I need to return to my training base. So in a
way it has been a long-distance relationship. About
the proposal, after a puja in 2018, I started to like her
a lot. But I was not sure what her feelings for me
were. Moreover, I didn’t want to take the first step
because of my public status. I thought that if I told
her that I liked her, she would be under pressure to
say ‘yes’ and I didn’t want that to happen. I was wait-
ing for her to express her love for me and on 2019,
Valentine’s Day, she proposed to me. I was in
Hyderabad when she typed out a WhatsApp message
saying that she was in love with me. My first reaction
frankly was ‘this won’t be possible because the world
won’t accept or allow a girl to be with a girl’. But she
told me, if we want we can make it work. She told me
not to worry about what the world will say. 

5���	���	���	9���	�������"	
Kumar Purnima is one of my favourite festivals. I

used to be part of it when I was young and even now
I am excited about it. Till recently, my WhatsApp dis-
play picture was the one taken on the day of the puja.
I was wearing gold and was in a saree. Because I am
an athlete most of the time I am in training gear. So
when a puja is held, it feels good to wear a saree and
jewellery.

0�	������$��
I am a student of Kalinga Institute of Industrial

Technology (KIIT) University. What I am today, it is
only due to the support of KIIT and the founder Dr

Achyuta Samanta. He had declared that an athletic
track in KIIT and KISS would be named after me
called ‘Dutee Chand Athletic Track’ and would be
inaugurated soon. I would be also leading the KIIT
Athletic Academy, which would be established in
future. He said that these would be the best gift from
KIIT and KISS to me. Dr Samanta and the college
have proved lucky for me. I am confident that I will
bring more laurels to the country as well as Odisha,
KIIT and KISS in the coming days.

���	��	��!�	�#��	���!	��!�	
I have spent four years in Hyderabad, from 2015

to 2019 and I really love the city. The police are real-
ly friendly, it’s very safe for women and the weather
here is very pleasant as well. I have travelled a lot in
the city and visited places like Charminar, Golconda
fort and Inorbit Mall. I was staying in Gachibowli
and it was my area of some sorts. All the local ven-
dors knew me very well. I used to go shopping and
outings on Sundays with others. The people are
friendly and I remember how once I got lost in
Golconda and asked for directions, someone told me
to just climb the fort and I can see the whole city.
We had biryanis every week and I miss it. I want to
come back to Hyderabad, that depends on when the
lockdown is lifted and the pandemic is over. 

-"���	���	���	�$�$��	
The coming generation should not suffer the way I

did with lack of resources. I noticed that education
and other such aspects are recognised and provided
by the government but sports is often overlooked. I
want to change that in my native place. My course
hostel in Bhubaneswar provided me with shelter,
shoes and food during 2006. Up until then, I used to
practise barefoot and often used to get hurt. I cannot
see that happening to others in my hometown. I will
set up an academy for the upcoming talents and make
sure they are given everything they need to grow and
make the country proud. I also
wish to join politics and
help the people in my
hometown.
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I was prepar-
ing for the 2020
Olympics at the
Pullela
Gopichand
Badminton
Academy until earli-
er this year. The lock-
down forced me to
travel back to Odisha.
The process had stopped
for now but I managed to
get a schedule worked out
for me to practice
here. The govern-
ment had recently
announced about
opening tracks
so I should get
back to it since
the Olympics
were also post-
poned. My nor-
mal day now is
about training
morning and
evening, take
rest and nap
during the
day and
cook. I
often lis-
ten to
music
and
watch
videos
on You
Tube. 
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