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Ten days after it junked a PIL
on the plight of migrant

workers, the Supreme Court on
Thursday directed that no train
or bus fare be charged from the
migrant workers stranded
across the country and they be
provided food and water. 

Between then and now,
dozens of migrant workers
were mowed down by trains
and buses or were found dead
inside trains while returning to
their home States.

The SC, which passed
interim directions, said all
migrant workers who are
stranded shall be provided
food by concerned States and
Union Territories (UTs) at
places which shall be publicised
and notified to them for the
period they are waiting for their
turn to board a train or a bus.

A Bench headed by Justice

Ashok Bhushan said the orig-
inating State shall provide
meals and water at the station

and during the journey while
the Railways would provide the
same to the migrant workers. It

said food and water be also
provided to them for travel in
buses.

The Bench, also compris-
ing Justices SK Kaul and MR
Shah, directed that States to
oversee the registration of
migrant workers and ensure
that they are made to board the
train or bus at the earliest. 

The top court said com-
plete information in this regard
should be publicised to all
concerned.

The court observed that it
is presently concerned with
the miseries and difficulty
faced by the migrants workers
who are trying to get to their
native places. It said though
there is no doubt that State
Governments and UTs are tak-
ing steps, several lapses have
been issued in the process of
registration, transportation and
providing food water to the
migrants

Earlier, the apex court
asked some questions from
the Centre on the plight of

migrant workers ranging from
as to how long they will have
to wait before going to their
native places to who will pay
for their travel and provide
them food and shelter.

The court asked Solicitor
General Tushar Mehta, appear-
ing for the Centre, about the
confusion over the payment of
travel fare of stranded migrant
workers and said that they
should not made to pay for
their journey back home.

“What is the normal time?
If a migrant is identified, there
must be some certainty that he
will be shifted out within one
week or ten days at most?
What is that time? There had
been instances where one State
sends migrants but at the bor-
der another State says we are
not accepting the migrants.
We need a policy on this,” the
Bench told Mehta.

Continued on Page 6

����� )*/��*01�

Aday after US President
Donald Trump offered to

mediate between India and
China in what he termed a
“raging border dispute,” New
Delhi on Thursday virtually
rejected the US proposal say-
ing it was “engaged” with
Beijing at diplomatic level to
resolve the issue “peacefully.”

Making the Indian stand
clear, External Affairs Ministry
Spokesperson Anurag
Srivastava said, “Our engage-
ment on the diplomatic front
continues both in Delhi as
well as in Beijing.”

India and China, he said,
have engagements both at the
military level as well as diplo-
matic levels. The two nations
have signed several protocols
on maintaining peace and tran-
quility at the border. There are
many agreements on this issue.

“Our troops have taken a
very responsible approach
towards border management.
They scrupulously follow the
guidance provided by our lead-
ership. At the same time, we
will defend our sovereignty
and territorial integrity,” he
added.

The US President in a
tweet message from
Washington had said, “We have
informed both India and China
that the United States is ready,
willing and able to mediate or
arbitrate their now raging bor-
der dispute.”

Besides indicating that the
LAC dispute was a bilateral
issue and there was no need for
third party interference, India
on Thursday also said the two
countries (India and China)
have established a mechanism
to resolve the situation peace-
fully through dialogue.

Sources also said talks at
the local military level between
commanders of the two armies
are also on. In fact, more than
seven rounds of talks were
held in the last fortnight but
could not achieve a break-
through.

The armies of India and
China are involved in face-offs
at four places for the last 25
days or so in Eastern Ladakh.
The Chinese army has also
intruded into the Hot Spring
area near Galwan valley and
reinforced its troop strength to
over 5,000 in total at all the
stand-off locations.

Continued on Page 6
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Ajoint team of security
forces, aided by intelli-

gence agencies, on Thursday
prevented a repeat of Pulwama
type “audacious” terror strike
on the convoy of security forces
by timely detecting a vehicle-
borne Improvised Explosive
Device (IED), fitted with at
least 40-45 kg of explosives, in
Ayengund area of Rajpora in
Pulwama district.  

Police suspected involve-
ment of local commanders of
Jaish-e-Mohammad (JeM),
Lashkar-e-Tayyeba (LeT) along
with Hizbul Mujahideen
behind the sinister plot to
avenge recent killings of their
top commanders, including
Riyaz Naiko and Junaid Sehrai,
in anti-terrorist operations in
the Kashmir valley.

According to official
sources, the explosive-laden
car, bearing a fake registration
number JKO8B-1426, was det-
onated by the Bomb Disposal
Squad causing extensive dam-
age to window panes of local

houses in the area early
Thursday morning.

Late on Wednesday, sever-
al residents were escorted to
safer places before detonating
the vehicle-borne IED. 

Continued on Page 6
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The Karnataka Government
on Thursday pitched for

down scaling air travel from
Maharashtra, Gujarat, Tamil
Nadu, Madhya Pradesh and
Rajasthan, saying a large num-
ber of people arriving from
these States have tested positive
for Covid-19 and it would be
difficult to manage quarantine
if more arrived.

Karnataka Parliamentary
Affairs Minister JC
Madhuswamy said the
Government has decided to
“suspend” air traffic from these
States. “People are coming
from other States to
Karnataka.... We have decided
to suspend air traffic from five
States, as cases here
(Karnataka) may further
increase,” he said.

In the statement released
later, he clarified that the
Government has not sought a
ban on flights emanating from
these five States.

“Karnataka has appealed to
the Civil Aviation Ministry to
take steps to lessen the air traf-
fic to the State, with the sacred
intention that there may not be
adequate quarantine facilities,
if there is huge turn out at a
short span of time, he said.

Domestic air travel
resumed in the country only on
Monday after nearly two
months of Covid-19 induced
lockdown with Karnataka stip-
ulating seven days institution-
al quarantine for passengers
coming from seven States,
including Maharashtra,
Gujarat, Tamil Nadu, Rajasthan
and MP.

Continued on Page 6
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Congress on Thursday
launched a massive social

media campaign — Speak Up
India movement — to draw
attention of the Centre to the
plight of migrant labourers
and raise public support for
their help.

Blaming the Centre for
turning a blind eye to the mis-
ery of millions of helpless
workers, Congress president
Sonia Gandhi said the
Congress has launched the
campaign to provide a platform
for the “voiceless”. The cam-
paign was simultaneously
launched on Twitter, Facebook,
and Instagram, etc.

In addition to Sonia, other
senior Congress leaders,
including Rahul Gandhi,

Priyanka Gandhi Vadra and P
Chidambaram, posted their
messages on social media.

Sonia, in her video mes-
sage, charged that the Central
Government has failed to

address the immediate needs
and concerns of the labourers
and workers while many jobs
were lost, workplaces were shut
down, farmers were made to
struggle to sell their crops due
to the ill-conceived lockdown.

She suggested the Centre to
directly transfer cash to
migrants and poor families
and financial relief to MSMEs. 

“Put direct cash of �7,500
per month in the account of
every family for the next six
months and provide �10,000
immediately; ensure safe and
free travel of labourers back
home, employment opportu-
nity and rations; and also
increase the number of work-
days under MNREGA to 200
days to facilitate jobs in vil-
lages,” said Sonia.

Continued on Page6
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Delhi, West Bengal and
Kerala reported their

biggest single day spike on
Thursday and with
Maharashtra recording yet
another day of huge surge in
number of cases and death it
was the second consecutive
day when the country record-
ed biggest spike of 7,228 cases.

Delhi reported 1,024 new
cases and 13 deaths on
Thursday and this is for the
first time that the national
Capital has reported more than
1,000 cases. Other than
Maharashtra, only Gujarat, and
now Delhi have reported 1,000
plus cases in a day. Delhi has
now 16,281 confirmed cases
with a death count of 316.

After the development in
Delhi, the Haryana
Government decided to seal its
borders with the national
Capital.

“We will keep our border
with Delhi completely sealed
due to increasing Covid-19
cases,” Haryana Minister Anil
Vij said.

After reporting between
2,000 and 2,200 cases for the
three days, Maharashtra logged
in 2,598 new Covid-19 cases on

Thursday, taking the total
number of coronavirus cases
almost to 60,000 in the State at
59,546. The toll in the State also
rose to 1,982 after 85 casualties
were reported in the last 24
hour.

Reports said 36 new cases
of coornavirus were reported in
Mumbai’s Dharavi in the last 24
hours. The total number of
cases rose to 1,675 on Thursday
in the densely-populated area.

West Bengal, which is bat-
tling with coronavirus and
destruction cause by Amphan
cyclone, reported 344 new
coronavirus cases which is the
highest single-day spike in

cases so far. The total number
of cases in the State rose to
4,536, which includes 2,573
active cases and 1,668 dis-
charges. 

Kerala is losing the initial
advantage it had scored in the
battle against the pandemic.
The number of persons tested
positive for coronavirus in the
State on Thursday is an all time
high, according to Chief
Minister Pinarayi  Vijayan. 

Continued on Page 6

New Delhi: Union Home
Minister Amit Shah spoke to all
Chief Ministers on Thursday,
and sought their views on
extension of the ongoing
nationwide lockdown beyond
May 31, officials said.

The telephonic conversa-
tions of the Home Minister
came just three days before the
end of the fourth phase of the
lockdown.

The nationwide curbs was
first imposed on March 25 to
contain the spread of the novel
coronavirus, and has been
extended thrice.
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For the next few months,
there has to be no group

lunch, entry to the offices
through multiple gates, no loi-
tering through the corridors of
Shastri Bhawan, Udyog
Bhawan, Rail Bhawan, Sena
Bhawan, Nirman Bhawan, etc,
and above all no use of central
air conditioning system for
the Central Government
staffers. These guidelines of
Union Government will come
into force when the lockdown
imposed due to Covid-19 is
diluted or lifted and the
Government departments
work in full strength. 

The Centre on Thursday
issued a new set of guidelines
which says centralised ACs
may not be used for time

being, if possible. While it has
suggested that employees
should take entry into the
building through different gates
in a staggered manner, it has
also advised people to take
stairs, or if using lifts, then
physical distance of six feet has
to be ensured. The rules also
say that only four people can
occupy lift for one travel and
that the occupants should face
the wall of the lift and avoid

talking. 
While wearing of mask, use

of soap and sanitisers at every
interval is a must, the new
office memorandum notified
by the Health Ministry also
says that the movement of
“physical” receipts and files
should be discouraged so as to
avoid the infection through fre-
quent touching of papers. As
much as possible, employees
should avoid using other
employees’ phones, office para-
phernalia like desks and tools
and equipment.

The guidelines ask the
employees to avoid group
lunches. It says that the lunch
timing may be staggered as
much as possible and has pro-
hibited loitering and crowding
in the corridors of the office
premises. 
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Samajwadi Party has withdrawn the
application submitted to UP Assembly

Speaker HN Dikshit seeking disqualifica-
tion of its member Shivpal Yadav from the
membership of the House.

Shivpal Yadav is the estranged uncle of
SP chief Akhilesh Yadav.

The Speaker on Wednesday allowed
the withdrawal of application moved by the
Leader of Opposition Ram Govind
Chaudhary on March 23.

SP is the principal opposition party in
UP Assembly. The application for the dis-
qualification of membership under anti-
defection law was filed on September 4,
2019. The Speaker in his order released to
the media on Thursday said the applica-
tion was filed under Tenth Schedule of the
Constitution and UP Assembly Member
(Disqualification on Defection) Rules
1987. He said the application was under

consideration and was being examined.
“In the meantime, the leader of oppo-

sition filed an application on March 23
seeking withdrawal of the application on
the ground that several evidence and rel-
evant documents were not filed with the
application filed on September 4, 2019,” the
Speaker said, adding that after examination
of the relevant record, he was satisfied that
allowing the withdrawal of application was
in the interest of justice to give an oppor-
tunity to the applicant to file additional
documents and evidences.

Sources in the Samajwadi Party said
party patriarch Mulayam Singh Yadav had
brokered the deal between his son and broth-
er. The sources said Mulayam Singh Yadav
prevailed upon his son to patch up with his
uncle as the political situation was not good
for the opposition party.  A senior party
leader said Mulayam bluntly told the war-
ring chacha and bhatija to “either patch up
or perish as there was no other option”.
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In a setback for jailed Samajwadi Party
leader Mohammad Azam Khan, the UP

Sunni Central Waqf Board has removed him
as mutawalli (manager) of waqf property
number 157. The Waqf Board has allotted
the land to the poor, from whom it was taken
in 2016. During the previous Samajwadi
Party regime, the land was transferred to the
Jauhar University promoted by Azam Khan,
the present MP from Rampur.

The board, after removing Azam Khan,
appointed an administrator in his place and
re-allotted the land to 26 poor families from
whom it was taken during the previous SP
regime.  The decision was taken on March
20, before the expiry of the tenure of the UP
Sunni Central Waqf Board on March 31 but
it was made public on Thursday. Official
sources said that the Waqf Board had sent
the order on March 20 but due to lockdown,
the copy of the order was received by the
Rampur district administration on
Wednesday.



��1.30����

	
������������� ������ �����  !"� # #

�������	
��	��������	��	���
�	��
�
��	�����	���	
��	��	���
�	��	����	��������	�����	 ��	!����	�
�
�
	���""���	�������	!
�#
�
�	$�
��	������%&''()*(	
��	�������	
�	+��	+��	��������	�,�	�����	�&--	./
���	0�������
	.��
�	1
�
��
���	������%�	2�����3	��
��
�	����
�	$�������
2�����3	���
�	��
�
��	������	$10	1��	')*(456�	������%	+��"�����3	2�.783	 )-(())	!
93	'- 55:'�	.
�
�
�	;�����3	<)5-'=	' '):*:�	' '*)*:�	-'>) ()�	�
�"��	;�����3	<)5*'=	'-) ))(�	'-)  *(�	�
�
�
��	;�����3	<)5 '=	' * '> �	' * '>5�	?���	;�����3	1��	(�	7�����	@�
�	7�
%
��
7
�
���	��
�	A
�
�	�
���	1�%	?���&**)	))'�	�����3	)**& )**) 55�	��//����
����	;�����3	!&-*�	������	(�	1;0?.�	@
��
/	7���	1
�
�&')*-)*�	B���	�����3	)*')& :6>:))	C	 :6>>))

��������	
�
�	�������
	���
	���	�������	���	�

�	���
�	��	�����	
�����	��	����������	����	�����������	��	�
���	����	��	��
	���������	���	���
���������	����	 �����������	���
�	��	����	�����������	��	�
�
�	���	�
�
�
��
	���	����	���	�
	���
�	��	������	��������	��	��	�������	��	��	��	��	��
	����
���	
�������	�������
���	���	�����
��	���	�
��
��	���	��	���	��
	��	�
�����������	���	��
�����
	��	����	��	��	�
�����	�	�������
�	��	����	�����������	��	���	���	��
	�
����	��	��	������	���
�	��	��
	�����	��	����	�����	���	������
�	��
	����
��	��	��
	
�������
	������������	��	����
�
��	�����	���	������	��	�������	����	�
��
��	��
	�����
�	���	�
 �
��
�	��	�
���	���	�

�	����������
	�����
	��	������	��
��
��
�	�����	��
	�
�����	��	��	����	��	���
����
�
��	�
���
	�
�����!
���	��	��	����
���	�������
�	��	����	�
�����
��	"�
	�����
��	�������
��	
�����	���	��	
����

	��	��
	#���

�	$����%�	����	���	�
	�
��	�
��������
	���	��	����	��	�����	���
	�	��
	���
����
��	��	��
	��������	&	�
����
�	���	�����	���	�
	���
	�
��������
	���	��	����	��	�����	����
 �
��
�	���	�����
�	�������!�
���
�	�����
�	��	����	���
����
�
����

����� 03&�)A/

Close on heels of sending several let-
ters to Chief Minister Yogi

Adityanath demanding various relief
for the poor and downtrodden section
of society as well as traders, Congress
general secretary Priyanka Gandhi
Vadra on Thursday asked the govern-
ment to work on “humanitarian”
ground and stop playing dirty politics
at this hour of medical emergency.  

Interestingly, to highlight their
demands and garner public support,
over 52,000 Congressmen across UP
went live on Facebook between 11 am
and 2 pm on Thursday, exposing how
the government was not serious
towards the problems faced by the pub-
lic, particularly the migrant labourers
and other poor persons who lost their
jobs in lockdown and had to return to
their native place empty handed. 

It may be mentioned that on the
call given by Congress president Sonia
Gandhi, partymen all over India come

on Facebook live to put similar
demands before other governments.  

Drawing the attention of Chief
Minister Yogi Adityanath towards the
problems faced by the public and
seeking a humanitarian approach for
solving the problems, Priyanka on
Thursday tweeted that the government
should immediately transfer Rs 10,000
to everyone in need followed by a relief
of Rs 7,500 in the next six months so
that poor and downtrodden section of
society did not face financial crunch at
least to meet their daily needs. 

She asked the government to pro-
vide jobs by increasing the number of
working days for MGNREGA workers
to 200 days from 100 at present. 

The Congress general secretary also
sought some financial package for
small businessmen who were facing
acute financial crunch and safe con-
veyance for all remaining migrant
workers so that they could reach their
homes without facing any further
hardship. 

Lucknow (PNS): Samajwadi
Party president Akhilesh Yadav
accused the Bharatiya Janata
Party of being insensitive to the
plight of lakhs of workers return-
ing to the state under unbearable
circumstances and more interest-
ed in celebrating the first anniver-
sary of Narendra Modi govern-
ment’s second term.

Comparing the BJP leader-
ship with Roman emperor Nero,
the SP chief said, “The BJP is busy
in grand preparations for the first
anniversary of Narendra Modi
government on May 30 even as
there is no let-up in the number
of casualties and rising number
of fresh cases of coronavirus
infection and the big number of

starving migrant labourers strug-
gling to reach their native vil-
lages.” He alleged that jungle law
was prevailing in UP, where
innocents were being persecuted
and there was no let-up in crime
even during the lockdown peri-
od.   

He said large number of
people had lost their livelihood

and farmers had been ruined due
to slump in price of agricultural
commodities. 

Yadav said the BJP leadership
seemed to be least concerned
with the sufferings of the com-
mon people and for the ruling
party the top priority was celebra-
tion of the first anniversary of
Narendra Modi 2.0 government.
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Arranging DJ and bar dancers to
grace the marriage of his son even

during the lockdown proved costly for
a Bahujan Samaj Party leader in Aligarh
when the local police arrested him on
Thursday morning and launched a hunt
for the groom and other guests. 

The leader has a long criminal
record and history sheet at the local
Sasnigate police station.

Only on Wednesday, the Aligarh
police had taken action against anoth-
er family which organised the silver
jubilee anniversary celebration in a big
way, violating the lockdown.

Reports said that BSP leader Zahid
aka Chor Bhai, a resident of Sarai
Sultani area of Sasnigate in Aligarh,
organised wedding of his son Sanu on
Wednesday evening and to entertain the
guests, he arranged booze and bar
dancers. The guests enjoyed the evening
with the bar dancers and threw curren-
cy notes on them, demanding dance on
item numbers from popular Bollywood
films. 

The party ended without any dis-
pute but the trouble started when one
of the guests, who recorded the event
on his mobile, uploaded it on social site
and within hour it went viral, inviting
the Sasnigate police to go ahead with
the legal action for violating lockdown
rules. 

While Zahid was arrested, the cops

claimed to be searching for other
guests. Zahid has a dozen cases regis-
tered against him at the local police sta-
tion besides having a history sheet.

Meanwhile in Jaunpur, police reg-
istered a case of extortion, abuse and
threat to life against a Bharatiya Janata
Party leader on Wednesday.  Reports
said that Sardar Taranjeet Singh, a native
of Kesari Bazaar in Jaunpur, contacted
the local Kotwali police and alleged that
Manish Sethi, secretary of the minor-
ity cell of BJP in Kashi region, was
engaged in illegal liquor business, flesh
trade, on-line gambling and several
other unlawful activities. He said that
on his complaint, the police last week
raided the BJP leader’s place and recov-
ered illegal liquor and arrested one of
Sethi’s sons.

Singh said that to avenge that inci-
dent, Manish Sethi along with his wife
Chhaya Sethi, son Manik Sethi, raided
his shop No 64 on Wednesday. He
alleged that they all were armed with
swords and abused and threatened
him with his life for daring to raise voice
against them and demanded money
from him. 

Singh also handed over the close
circuit television (CCTV) recording to
the police as evidence.

Station House Officer of Kotwali
Police Station, Pawan Kumar Upadhyay,
said that they registered a case and were
making investigation before taking any
action.
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Working on the policy of ‘job for every
hand’, Chief Minister Yogi Adityanath

said that efforts were on to provide employ-
ment to workers arriving from different
states for which memorandums of under-
standing (MoUs) would be signed with the
industrial organisations.

“The government is committed to pro-
viding jobs to every skilled worker coming
to UP from other states, therefore MoUs will
be signed on Friday with industrial organ-
isations, including the Indian Industries
Association,” the chief minister said here on
Thursday.

He said around nine lakh people were
expected to get employment.

Yogi appealed to the investors to invest
in MSME sector as with their investment,
production of indigenous goods would
increase which in turn would help in giving
employment to people.

The chief minister stressed on following
the ‘self reliance’ call of Prime Minister
Narendra Modi by propagating the utility of
domestic products. He said the MSME prod-
ucts should be promoted because they were
comparatively cheap and the sector itself
offered great scope of employment.

Yogi exhorted the officials to take
prompt decision in the larger interests of the
people as quick decision-making helped in
boosting the morale of the common man
and the investors felt encouraged to partic-
ipate in the development of the state. It also
improves the system, he added.

This information was shared by
Additional Chief Secretary (Home) Awanish
Kumar Awasthi at a joint press conference
with Principal Secretary (Health) Amit
Mohan Prasad at Lok Bhawan on Thursday
in connection with coronavirus.

The additional chief secretary said that
in a review meeting with Team 11 on

Thursday, Chief Minister Yogi Adityanath
reviewed the lockdown and employment
provided to workers.

“Chief Minister Yogi Adityanath has
invited investors while emphasising on the
production of indigenous goods. Chief
Minister Yogi said that with increasing pro-
duction of indigenous goods in the state,
employment opportunities would also
increase and its benefit would be given to the
workers.” he said.

The additional chief secretary said that
purchase of pulse oximeter had been start-
ed on the instructions of the chief minister.
“The chief minister has ordered to distrib-
ute pulse oximeter across the state. Pulse
oximeter will soon be made available to
ANM, ASHA workers and field officers
working in the state,” he said.

The chief minister has instructed that the
health minister, and medical education
minister should visit different parts of the
state and review the current conditions. He
directed the doctors to take regular rounds
of hospitals along with ensuring proper
arrangements of sanitation and biowaste dis-
posal. He said to prevent medical staff from
getting infected, the doctors, paramedics,
nursing staff and ambulance drivers should

be examined regularly.
Yogi said all the districts should be

equipped with preventive gears, including
PPE kits, N-95 masks, gloves and sanitiser.
He said while all the hospitals should have
proper availability of oxygen, the number of
beds in the Covid hospitals should be
raised to one lakh by May 30, 2020.

Awasthi said that Yogi instructed the
Home and police department that anyone
found wandering without face cover be fined
as per rules. Also, the government is provid-
ing masks for Rs 5 each.

The chief minister said that all the
labourers should be screened at the quaran-
tine centres and the skill mapping with all
their details should be documented at these
centres. He directed officials to ensure dis-
tribution of quality food to them. He also
directed officials to provide foodgrain kit to
those labourers/workers who were sent to
home quarantine after screening.

The district magistrates were asked to
make regular inspections of quarantine
centres, community kitchens for maintain-
ing cleanliness, security and other arrange-
ments. He directed officials to ensure effi-
cient doorstep delivery in the containment
zones. He said that police patrolling should
be intensified to ensure social distancing and
avoidance of crowd gathering.

He said all arrangements for the food-
grain distribution drive commencing on June
1, 2020 should be completed in advance and
the nodal officers should ensure smooth dis-
tribution. He also directed officials to make
new ration cards of those who do not have
one and ensure every needy person gets
foodgrains. The chief minister asked officials
to identify MGNREGA works during rainy
season and prepare an action plan to pro-
vide employment to migrants. The chief
minister also instructed officials to take all
precautions in view of the locust attack in
the state.
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After a long wait of over two decades,
at least 32 accused in the Babri

Masjid demotion case would be appear-
ing in the special CBI court from June
4 next to record their statements.

A total of 32 accused, including for-
mer deputy prime minister Lal Krishna
Advani, former chief minister of UP,
Kalyan Singh, and senior leaders of
Bharatiya Janata Party including Murli
Manohar Joshi and Uma Bharati and
others along with their counsel have
been informed by the court about this.

The other accused who would
appear in the trial court to record their
statements include BJP MPs Braj
Bhushan Sharan Singh, Lalu Singh,
Sakshi Maharaj, former MPs Vinay
Katiyar, Ram Vilas Vedanti, VHP leader
and Ram Janmabhoomi Teerth Kshetra
Trust general secretary Champat Rai,
Sadhvi Ritambhara, Mahant Nritya
Gopal Das, Mahant Dharamdas, RN
Srivastava, Pawan Kumar Pandey and
Satish Pradhan.

Special Judge (Ayodhya matter) SK
Yadav gave these directions on
Thursday while hearing the counsel of
the accused.

Earlier, the court had summoned
the 32 accused but their counsel
informed the court that they could not
inform their clients due to lockdown.

On Wednesday, the court complet-
ed the recording of statements of the
CBI witnesses. Two of them gave their
statements through video-conferencing.

Jagat Bahadur gave his statement
and was cross-examined from the dis-

trict court of Mathura while Farat
Abbas gave his statement and was
cross-examined by the defence counsel.
However, due to health problems and
age related issues, one of the CBI wit-
nesses, Madhurima Mishra, could not
appear in the court for cross-examina-
tion.

After the Supreme Court’s strict
direction, the special; CBI court has
speeded up its effort to record the state-
ment of 32 accused under Section 313
of the Criminal Procedure Code.

Earlier, the special CBI court
(Ayodhya matter) was asked by the apex
court to complete the trial by April 18
but due to lockdown, the judge had
sought extension of the deadline. On the
plea of the special judge, the apex court
had extended the time frame to com-
plete the trial to August 31.

A total of 48 FIRs were registered
in connection with the demolition of
Babri Masjid. The CB-CID investigat-
ed the matter and later the case was
handed over to the CBI. On May 31,
2017, the CBI had filed chargesheet
against 49 accused out of which 17 have
died.
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Throwing a hint that the campaign of
the Indian Railways to bring migrant

labourers from other states back to UP
would end this month, Chief Minister
Yogi Adityanath asked workers who want
to return to their home to expedite their
journey.

The hint was given during the Covid
Team 11 meeting held here on Thursday.

“As there is possibility that campaign
of railways to bring migrant workers back
to UP would end this month, communi-
cation should be sent that those who want
to return should do so by May 30,” Yogi said.
This might be possible because the rail ser-
vices are likely to resume from June 1.

As per records, till May 28, at least
1,411 trains have arrived in UP ferrying
19.15 lakh people. Besides this, 63 other
trains are also arriving within the next 24
hours. In addition, permission has been
granted to operate 140 more trains. Over
27 lakh people have returned to the state
so far, according to a government
spokesman.

The maximum 234 trains have arrived
in Gorakhpur with around three lakh
migrant workers. Among other cities, 94
trains have come to Lucknow, 100 to
Varanasi, 17 to Kanpur, 10 to Agra, 110
to Jaunpur, 12 to Bareilly, 66 to Ballia, 61
to Prayagraj, 21 to Rae Bareli, 68 to
Pratapgarh, 16 to Amethi, 46 to Mau, 35
to Ayodhya, 66 to Gonda, 27 to Unnao,
70 to Basti, 35 to Azamgarh, 3 to  Kannauj,
31 to Ghazipur, 16 to Banda, 23 to
Sultanpur, 12 to Barabanki, three in
Sonebhadra, 23 to Ambedkarnagar, 19 to
Hardoi, 10 to Sitapur, eight to Fatehpur,
two to Farrukhabad, nine to Kasganj, 13
to Chandauli, and one each to Etawah,
Jalaun, Shahajahanpur,  Muzaffarnagar
and Pilibhit.

The government spokesman said
maximum 7,12,678 people came from
Gujarat in 490 trains, followed by 4,55,005
from Maharashtra in 327 trains, and
2,67,383 from Punjab in 228 trains.

Besides, 23 trains came from
Telangana, 53 from Karnataka, 11 from
Kerala, 10 from Andhra Pradesh, 30 from
Tamil Nadu, two from MP, 35 from
Rajasthan, 18 from Goa, 94 from Delhi,
one each from Chhattisgarh, Odisha,
Tripura, Uttarakhand and West Bengal.

The spokesman said that 81 trains
from UP went to other destinations
across the country.
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Uttar Pradesh

Olympic Association
president Viraj Sagar
Das and UP Hockey
general secretary RP
Singh have been select-
ed in the IOA prepara-
tion committee of
Beach Games 2020-21.
The committee will
look after all aspects regarding readiness of Indian continent for
the Games.
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Anshika Dwivedi, a student of

City Montessori School, Gomti Nagar
Campus I, has been selected for
admission by four noted universities
of England and Australia. Her acad-
emic excellence, diligence and talents
brought her the opportunity to get
into these prestigious foreign univer-
sities. She has given credit for her suc-
cess to the robust academic atmos-

phere of CMS. Anshika has been offered admission by the
University of York & Cardiff University of England and
University of New South Wales & The University of Sydney of
Australia. 
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The Uttar Pradesh Agriculture
department has said that so far

there has been no loss due to
locust attacks in the state and with
a change in direction of the wind,
the locusts will move away from
UP.

Vinay Singh, the state’s addi-
tional nodal officer for locust
control, said, “A small swarm was
reported near Agra on Wednesday
but it has not caused any harm. A
slight change in the direction of
the wind will take the insects 200-
300 km away from the districts
bordering Rajasthan.”

He said the early warning
and measures undertaken to
counter the locust attack had
helped the state. “We are fully pre-
pared in terms of awareness and
also with stocks of required insec-
ticides,” he added. 

As locusts find a resting place
with the onset of the dark, their
position and direction of move-
ment remains variable.

Beating of thalis, drums and
even playing DJ are now common
in the districts bordering Madhya
Pradesh and Rajasthan these days.
These are the measures being

taken by locals to chase away the
swarms of locusts intruding Jhansi,
Sonbhadra, Agra and some other
districts bordering MP and
Rajasthan.

UP Agriculture Minister
Surya Pratap Shahi has instruct-
ed district magistrates and agricul-
ture department officials to take
preventive steps to tackle the
issue. Shahi said state level teams
had been formed to tackle the
issue and they had been rushed to
the affected districts .

These teams are in the border
areas to keep vigil and inform dis-
tricts concerned to take timely
action. At district headquarters,
nodal officers have been appoint-
ed and a task force constituted.

The 17 districts which have
been alerted are Jhansi, Lalitpur,
Agra, Mathura, Shamli,
Muzaffarnagar, Baghpat,
Hamirpur, Mahoba, Banda,
Chitrakoot, Jalaun, Etawah,
Sonbhadra, Mirzapur, Chandauli
and Kanpur Dehat. As part of
preparations for another wave, two
fire brigade vehicles with insecti-
cide have been deployed in all four
tehsils of the district. In addition,
six more vehicles are ready at the
district headquarters.

����� 03&�)A/

Overnight operations were car-
ried out by the authorities to

clear swarms of locusts in Moth
and Garautha areas of Jhansi, and
in Sonbhadra district, official
said on Thursday.

In Jhansi, a large number of
locusts was eliminated with spray-
ing of chemicals all through the
night but a smaller number of
those who survived has moved
towards Pariksha near Jhansi on
Thursday morning, Deputy
Director, Agriculture, Kamal
Katiyar, said.

Their further movement will
depend on the direction of the
wind, he said.

Senior officials, including
those from a central team, were
present during the night-long
operation and a close vigil is being
maintained on further move-
ment of locusts, Katiyar said.

Two fire brigade vehicles
loaded with insecticide had been
deployed in all four Jhansi tehsils
besides six vehicles were kept

ready at the district headquarter.
Ten municipal employees with
two insecticide spraying machines
were posted in every block. 

Locusts had earlier attacked
some parts of Jhansi district on
May 22 and 24.

In Sonbhadra, a swarm of
locusts reached Bemauri village in
Ghorawal tehsil on Wednesday
night where a team of the
Agriculture Department sprayed
chemicals till late night, killing a
large number of insects.  

District Agriculture Officer
Piyush Rai said the swarm
reached the village in the evening
but as there were no standing
crops, no damaged was done by
them.  “A team from the
Agriculture Department reached
there at 11 pm and continued
spraying chemicals till 1.30 am,
killing the insects in large num-
bers,” he added.

Taking cognisance of the mat-
ter, Chief Minister Yogi
Adityanath had on Wednesday
issued directions to district mag-
istrates of Jhansi, Lalitpur, Agra,

Mathura, Shamli, Muzaffarnagar,
Baghpat, Mahoba, Banda,
Chitrakoot, Jalaun, Etawah and
Kanpur Dehat.

At the state-level, teams have
already been formed and control
rooms established to track the
movement of locusts.

At the district headquarter
level, a nodal officer has been
appointed, and a task force and
control room already set up.

Officials have been instruct-
ed to list elaborate details of the
danger posed by locusts and pre-
cautions that need to be taken.

The details should be shared
through social media, and also be
made available to farmers and
locals.

An advisory was also issued
to beat drums, tin containers,
metal plates and create noise to
shoo the locusts in case of an
attack.

Officials of the Agriculture
Department have been told to
coordinate with members of the
locust warning team, locals and
farmers.
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NOTICE

Due to mistake Manas
Srivastava's mother name written
in school record as Savita
Srivastava where as the correct
name is Sanjana Srivastava.
Please correct accordingly.
Sanjana Srivastava 555/K/121,
Kanausi, Manaknagar, Lucknow.

NOTICE

I, Kamlesh Kumar Rastogi
S/o Late DP Rastogi R/o 73,
Indrpuri, Block-A, Sitapur road,
Lucknow disowns my son
Sourabh Rastogi from my mov-
able and immovable property
for this wrong deeds and mis-
behaviour, I & my family are not
liable for his deeds.
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Anurse was found dead
under mysterious circum-

stances in her rented house in
Madiaon  on Thursday. Neelam
Yadav (32) of Mainpuri was
employed at Saket Hospital in
Agra. She, along with an
acquaintance Dushyant of
Etawah, had returned to the
city three days back. Before
leaving for Lucknow, she called
her father Durvijay to inform
him about her journey.

On Wednesday night,
Durvijay’s elder daughter
Sandhya informed him about
Neelam’s death and he sent his
son Amit aka Bablu to
Lucknow. On reaching
Lucknow, Amit called police
and a team reached the scene
for investigation. The police
said the body was lying on a
bed and a rope was tied to a
window grill in the kitchen.

Preliminary investigation
revealed that Neelam married
a Mainpuri native in 2014 but

differences cropped up
between the couple and the
relationship did not last long.

Neelam’s brother said
Dushyant had promised
Neelam the job oat a hospital
in Lucknow and she reached
the city three days back.

Forensic experts examined
the crime scene and hinted at
foul play, saying they noticed
some impression around the
neck of the deceased. It sur-
faced that Dushyant was also
staying in the house and he
absconded after informing
Neelam’s family about the inci-
dent. House owner Praveen is
a driver in the Animal
Husbandry department and
presently attached with a senior
official. The police sent the
body for autopsy and started
further investigations.
Meanwhile, a team was formed
to nab Dushyant.

Meanwhile, a group of men
attacked their rival, including
women in the family, on the
intervening night of

Wednesday and Thursday. The
complainant, identified as
Suresh Nishad of Barauliya
locality in the area, said he was
in his house when the attack-
ers reached there around 1 am
on Thursday. They started
attacking Suresh with an iron
rod without any provocation.
His family members rushed for
his rescue but the attackers
thrashed them too before flee-
ing the scene.

“They abused the women
in my family and misbehaved
with them on being confront-
ed. They left the scene threat-
ening to kill me if I reported the
matter to the police,” he said.

Suresh named Ashish
Joshi, Aman Kashyap, Vishal
Chaurasia, Saurabh Verma and
their unidentified aides in the
FIR. The Hasanganj police said
a case was registered and they
were finding out the reason for
the attack. The police said it
could be a long-standing dis-
pute between the attackers and
the complainant.
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Three employees of a pri-
vate construction compa-

ny were arrested for kidnap-
ping a man who owed Rs one
lakh to the company in
Gosainganj. Those arrested
were identified as Neeraj
Yadav and Raman Verma
(both of Gosainganj) and
Santosh Yadav of Gomti
Nagar. The accused kid-
napped the victim, Hariram
Sahu, on Wednesday night
and bundled him into a car.
The accused then took
Hariram to  a  house  in
Khargapur  where  they
thrashed him in a bid to force
him to pay back. However, a
video of the kidnapping went
viral and the police swung
into action and started a

manhunt for the accused.
Inspector, Gosainganj,

DK Kushwaha said  the
accused were arrested from
near a resort in Gosainganj.
“Sahu had taken the money
from the company officials in
2015, promising to register
his land in the name of the
company, but he failed to do
so. Since then, the company
was asking Sahu to return the
money. To force him to pay
back, the accused planned
his kidnapping. A case has
been reg istered against
them,” he said.

Meanwhile, a man was
accused of sexually exploit-
ing a 37-year-old differently-
abled woman in Vibhuti
Khand. After an investigation
corroborated his crime, a
team of police nabbed the

accused on a tip-off. 
The accused was identi-

fied as Saurabh Tiwari of
Madiaon. 

He is native of Ayodhya.
It surfaced during investiga-
tion that Saurabh trapped the
woman on promising to
marry her. Saurabh kept
exploiting her while making
false promises to marry her
some day. In due course of
time, she sensed foul play
and insisted Saurabh for
marriage. It led to a verbal
spat and Saurabh thrashed
her and issued death threats
to her. Later, the woman
lodged a case against him,
accusing him of raping and
threatening her. Saurabh,
who was absconding since
then,  was  nabbed on
Thursday.
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Lucknow (PNS): Lucknow
University is going to start
Faculty of Yoga and Alternative
Medicine to encourage study
and research in the traditional
fields of Yoga and Naturopathy.
LU media spokesperson said
the faculty would run self-
financed courses in two con-
stituent departments and have
UG, PG, Diploma and an inte-
grated 5-year programme apart
from PhD. The UG programme
in the department of Yoga will
have 60 seats while PG &
Diploma courses in Yoga 50 and
40 seats, respectively. In the
department of Naturopathy,
there will be a ‘Bachelors in
Naturopathy and Yogic Sciences’
programme with 60 seats while
PG Diploma will have 40 seats.
The existing Institute of Human
Consciousness and Yoga will be
merged with the new faculty, the
spokesperson said.

LU is also starting an inter-
disciplinary research, teaching
and training institute called
Institute of Advanced Molecular
Genetics and Infectious Diseases
(IAMGID). The institute will
have three major goals of teach-
ing, training and research in the
fields of DNA analysis, RNA
analysis, understanding molec-
ular biology of infectious dis-
eases and training enrolled stu-
dents in techniques like real-
time PCR (Polymerase Chain
Reaction), electrophoresis,
HPLC (High Performance
Liquid Chromatography), mass
spectrometry, etc. The institute
will also offer training pro-
grammes, workshops, seminars,
certificate courses etc in the area
of genetics and infectious dis-
eases. IAMGID will also offer
awareness campaigns and com-
munity outreach activities.

Lucknow (PNS): SGPGI will
be installing TrueNat machines
to reduce the holding time of
a patient from 24 hours to just
a couple of hours with their
ability to give reports in as
much time. SGPGI director Dr
RK Dhiman said these
machines would be installed in
the holding areas of both Covid
and non-Covid parts of the
hospital. He they would start
off with four machines and
then raise the number to seven.
He said the machines would
help majorly in the manage-
ment of patients. These
machines are of great help
when immediate interventions
in surgeries cases is required.

UP government is provid-

ing this facility to the medical
institute. “This is a nucleic acid
testing machine. In the normal
RTPCR test, we get the report
in ten hours while through this
machine, we can get the report
within two hours, and we can
test four samples at a time,” he
pointed out. He said it was a
chip-based test and they look at
the genes of the virus for Covid-
19 testing. 

“It is a very sensitive and
specific test. This is a recent edi-
tion, and hence being procured
now. Each machine has four
slots and we can carry test 48
samples in eight hours. These
machines can be complemen-
tary to the RTPCR tests,” he
said. 
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Over 3,995 people who have
arrived in Lucknow from

various districts and states are
under the surveillance of 680
‘mohalla nigrani samitis’, dis-
trict urban health coordinator
Sanjay Mishra said on
Thursday. It is an effective
local intelligence network
where no person arriving in the
district is missed out, and put
under surveillance for 
Covid-19.

About the details of the
structure and functioning of
this local intelligence network,
Mishra said 110 ‘mohalla
nigrani samitis’ are carrying out
surveillance in as many wards
in urban areas and 570 in
rural areas of the district. The
last link in these samitis are
Asha workers who strengthen
the intelligence network
through their local connec-
tions. The samitis, through
their respective chains in urban
and rural parts of the district,
provide information to the
CMO office regarding new
arrivals put under surveillance
on a daily basis.

Mishra said the commit-
tees have been formed under
the guidelines of the Central
government.  In urban parts of
the city,  the committees are
headed by local corporators
while other members include
Asha workers, ANMs, sanita-
tion supervisors, kotedars,
health inspectors, Aanganwadi
workers, and members of
Swachh Vatavaran Protsahan
Samiti and Civil Defence.

“Any member who receives
information about any new
arrivals in the wards informs
the corporators and then nagar
swasthya adhikari provides a
list to the CMO office,” Mishra
said. Currently, there are 541
Asha workers in 110 urban
wards and over 1,500 rural
parts of the district.

“Asha workers in urban
parts of the district report to
three city community process
managers who are a part of the
NHM staff, with nearly 150
Asha workers reporting to one
city community process man-
ager each. In rural areas, these
Asha workers report to the
block community process
managers at eight blocks in the

district who then upload the
information on the CMO office
portal to track the people who
have arrived from various dis-
tricts and states,” he explained.

The new arrivals are
detected because Asha workers
are well known in their areas.
“These Asha workers visit
homes and help in various
activities such as vaccinations
of the children and deliveries
and are well versed with the
households,” Mishra said.

“The moment there is
some activity in mohallas, Asha
workers get the information. In
Rajendranagar, a family had
recently arrived by their own
vehicle from some part of the
country and an Asha worker
immediately got a call from her
sources,” he pointed out.

Mishra said these field
workers are efficient and there
have been times when people
were not willing to report, but
the Asha workers were able to
get the required information.

“In Mawaiyya, a family
from Mumbai visited the home
of relatives staying here. They
were locked in an another
house but the Asha workers

were able to detect them with
ease,” Mishra pointed out.

He said they have incen-
tivised this work for Asha
workers. Regarding the precau-
tions, he said they have been
trained about social distancing
and other things required while
on the job. Apart from the
Central government’s guide-
lines, they have also formed
‘mahila aarogya samitis’ under
each Asha worker and every
committee has 20 members
who have also been involved in
the task of surveillance.

Asha workers visit the
homes immediately or a day
later with posters and contin-
ue with their observations dur-
ing the period of quarantine.
“The challenging part is that
many people are not willing to
cooperate because they are
afraid of being quarantined.
However, with growing aware-
ness, some people are
approaching us on their own to
ask us about what is required
of them,” he said, adding: “We
are confident that we have
covered 99 per cent of the new
arrivals and they are under
scanner.”
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Lucknow (PNS): Unidentified
miscreants attacked a youth
with sticks and sharp-edged
weapons on Wednesday night,
leaving the victim in a pool of
blood. The victim was admit-
ted to KGMU Trauma Centre
where his condition was said to
be critical. As per reports, the
victim, identified as Satyendra
Yadav of Gindan Kheda local-
ity, left for another house in the
locality around 10 pm on
Wednesday. When he did not
return on Thursday morning,
his younger brother Mahendra
went to the house and found
him lying in pool of blood.
Police were informed and
Satyendra was rushed to
KGMU Trauma Centre.

Victim’s father Gaya
Prasad lodged a case against
unidentified miscreants stating
that the attackers did not
intend to kill Satyendra. “My
son had no enmity with any-
one and he was attacked when
he was asleep in the house all
alone,” he said. The police
failed to explain the reason
behind the murderous assault
and said probe would unravel
the mystery.
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Fitness freaks in city, locked
in their homes for the last

two months due to the Covid-
19 pandemic, have been a trou-
bled lot with stadiums as well
as gyms being closed. The
morning walkers were also
forced indoors in the wake of
the coronavirus threat. The
day government announced
re-opening of stadiums, a large
number of morning walkers
reached KD Singh ‘Babu’
Stadium but to their surprise,
they were asked for registration
and to shell out Rs 200 as
monthly fee.

The new rule did not go

down well with the morning
walkers as some of them have
been regular visitors for over 10
years and they did not have to
spend a single penny until two
months back. They accused the
sports directorate of undue
harassment.

“On the one hand, the
government is talking about
passing on various benefits to
people in lockdown, the sports
directorate has taken a differ-
ent route to harass people vis-
iting stadiums to make Prime
Minister Narendra Modi’s Fit
India dream,” a former
sportsperson said.

When contacted, regional
sports officer Jitendra Yadav

said: “The provision was always
there and we were charging Rs
100 per annum from players
below 18 years and Rs 200 from
those over 18 years earlier as
well, but some people did not
register themselves. After lock-
down, we have decided to
maintain the record of each and
every person coming to the sta-
dium to ensure smooth 
functioning.”

When pointed out that
LDA parks are not charging
anything from morning walk-
ers for a particular time slot, the
officer said: “We are commit-
ted to the safety of players and
whoever is coming to the sta-
dium is a sportsperson to us.”
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Eight people tested positive
for coronavirus in the city

on Thursday, including a
Chinhat PHC ward boy look-
ing after migrants at the quar-
antine facility. CMO Narendra
Agarwal said both PHC and
CHC in Chinhat were closed
for sanitisation because the
ward boy used to sleep at the
CHC.

Among others who tested
positive included one GRP
employee, one RPF employee,
two migrants, one person from
Telibagh and two from Sadar.

The CMO said that with
the RPF employee at Charbagh
testing positive, they collected
samples and carried out quar-
antine activities.

Meanwhile, Chief Minister
Yogi Adityanath on Thursday
carried out inspection at Civil
Hospital. Director DS Negi
said the Chief Minister visited
the emergency and isolation
wards of the hospital. The CM
expressed satisfaction with the
facilities provided to the
patients.

“The Chief Minister
inquired about the patients
and we informed him that 94
have come since morning and

three of them tested positive.
We have shifted them to the
Covid hospital,” he said.

Negi said the Chief
Minister emphasised that rou-
tine surgeries should be start-
ed. “The CM said we should
start surgical OPDs because
there are patients suffering
from other diseases as well and
they should also be looked
after,” Negi said. He added
that they had started with elec-
tive surgeries at the hospital
and four of the had already
been performed.

Incidentally, in Sadar, two

persons tested positive in Sadar
after a gap of 12 days. An offi-
cial said that a woman and her
son tested positive in Sadar on
Thursday. “They have not
come back from any place and
the infection is local,” the CMO
said. As Sadar did not see any
case in the past 12 days, locals
were hoping that the area
would no longer remain a
hotspot and markets would
open soon. But the fresh cases
dashed the hopes of the locals.

Meanwhile, 30 CMO
teams, along with 11 supervi-
sors, carried out a sensitisation

drive in Azad Vihar, Daroga
Kheda, Krishnalok Colony and
Kashiram Yojana. Besides, sam-
ples of 248 people were collect-
ed under contact surveillance
and sent to KGMU. In the state,
184 people tested positive, tak-
ing the count to 7,170. The state
witnessed 15 deaths, including
seven in Agra, one each in
Meerut, Ghaziabad,
Ferozabad, Jaunpur, Basti,
Mathura and Baghpat, taking
the toll to 197. As many as 224
patients recovered, taking the
total number of recovered
patients to 4,215.
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Indian Industries Association
(IIA) organised a video con-

ference which was attended by
more than 450 members from
all over Uttar Pradesh. 

Principal Secretary (MSME
and Export Promotion) Navneet
Sehgal was the chief guest. He
said the government was work-
ing to bring UP MSME Act,
wherein most of the issues and
suggestions of IIA would stand
addressed and resolved. He
added that a number of foreign
companies were interested to
handhold MSMEs and their
proposals were with MSME
department.

“These proposals will be

shared with the IIA for the ben-
efit of its members. For easing
out the process of delayed pay-
ments, MSME Facilitation
Councils will be set up at every
division and they will be chaired
by respective divisional commis-
sioners. The demand of IIA for
recovery of awards granted by
Facilitation Council in line with
land revenue recovery is being
looked into seriously by the
government” he said. Sehgal
assured the IIA that the purchase
and price policy announced by
the MSME department would be
implemented in letter and spir-
it and the chief secretary would
be requested to write to all
departmental heads for its imple-
mentation. 
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Despite all the recent upgra-
dation and addition of

facilities, the health sector in
this belt Purvanchal (eastern
UP) is now under deep pres-
sure with the sharp spike in
COVID-19 cases as the arrival
of migrant workers through
various Shramik special trains,
buses, flights and even hun-
dreds of private vehicles contin-
ued. Due to this pressure, many
positive patients are being
treated at isolation wards at
level-1 hospitals at district
level. Earlier, when there was
less number of patients,
arrangements were made at
divisional level and most of the
cases of 10 districts were being
treated at such hospitals at
Varanasi, Mirzapur and
Azamgarh. In Varanasi, there
were separate hospitals devel-
oped at L1, L2 and L3 levels.

However, due to sudden
mounting of pressure due to
sharp hike in corona patients,
many districts have themselves
developed facilities to treat
their patients, instead of shift-
ing them to divisional level
hospitals. The most pressure in
this region is being seen in
Varanasi division where the

cases have reached 434 includ-
ing five new cases of Ghazipur.
Though by Wednesday, the
total number of cases was max-
imum in Varanasi (160), the
largest active patients are in
Jaunpur as out of 156 patients,
131 are active whereas in
Varanasi, the number of active
patients is just 66. In other two
districts of the division, there
are 67 active patients out of 97
in Ghazipur, while all 21
patients in Chandauli are
active.

Due to this mounting pres-
sure from arrival of migrants,
now many patients on Jaunpur
are being treated there, while of
Ghazipur at district level and
Mohammedabad apart from
Varanasi. The same is the pic-
ture of other divisions as even
on Thursday, with the finding
of four new patients, the num-

ber of patients in Azamgarh
district has increased to 59 with
a large number of 48 active
patients, while in Ballia all the
35 patients are active migrants,
while in Mau 16 are active out
of 17 in Azamgarh division.
Due to sudden rise in cases,
many patients of Ballia are
now being treated at LI
Hospital at Basantpur, instead
of shifting all patients to
Azamgarh medical college. In
Vindhyachal, seven new cases
have been found in Bhadohi,
while one in Sonbhadra
increasing the number to 37
and seven and out of them, 34
and all seven are active patients
respectively.

More than two months
ago when corona entered UP
and this region, the state gov-
ernment has developed just
four testing labs including two

in Lucknow, and one each at
BHU and AMU. In Varanasi,
the samples of 13 districts were
being tested but now, 22 gov-
ernment institutions and five
private labs are testing samples
in UP and even in Purvanchal,
testing facilities are available at
Baba Raghav Das Medical
College, Gorakhpur and
Motilal Nehru Medical College,
Allahabad. At Institute of
Medical Sciences (IMS),
Banaras Hindu University
(BHU), the number of testing
machines has increased to
three, helping the Microbiology
Lab to do 300-400 tests daily.
As it is expected that the coro-
na will stay long, the state
government has planned to
develop a corona lab at Shree
Shiv Prasad Gupta (SSPG)
Divisional Hospital here with
the cost of � 2 crore which is
likely to start working by a
month. Till date, the SSPG
hospital is kept away from
dealing with corona patients in
view to look after general
patients at its OPD. In the city,
L1 hospital is ESIC Hospital,
while L2 is Pt Deen Dayal
Upadhyay (DDU) Hospital and
L3 Super Specialty Block of Sir
Sundarlal Hospital (SSH) in
BHU.
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District Magistrate (DM)
Kaushal Raj Sharma has

appealed to the local industri-
alists to run their plants at full
capacity so that maximum
number of migrant workers
can be engaged in them. He
inspected some industrial units
at Chandpur and Ramnagar
industrial estates. When he
visited Banaras Beads Limited
(BBL) at Chandpur, he was
apprised by the Chairman of
the company Ashok Gupta of
the company’s exports to the
US and various European
countries. The company makes
artificial beads and it is one of
the leading exporters of the
country.

During his inspection, DM
also inspected the working in
the company and availability of
masks and sanitisers and how
the employees are maintaining
social distancing. He was also
informed that since the permis-
sion given to start working in
the industrial units, the com-
pany has provided employ-
ment to about 225 persons.  

Earlier, the DM visited
RAS Polytech Pvt. Limited at
Ramnagar which makes PP
bags and its products are main-
ly supplied to ACC and

Ultratech Cement companies
apart from some sugar mills
and Food Corporation of India
(FCI). Besides, the company
also exports its products to dif-
ferent countries. The man-
agers informed the DM that
since the permission of restart-
ing production, the company
has provided jobs to about
300 employees.   

During his visit to these
industrial units, Sharma
appealed to the industrialists to
engage maximum number of

migrant workers in their units
and apprised them of various
MSME packages announced
recently by the Union Finance
Minister. 

He also assured the entre-
preneurs that their grievances
would be solved on priority
basis. He stressed the need for
increasing the industrial pro-
duction and discussed their
suggestions.

Meanwhile, the Divisional
Commissioner (DC) Deepak
Agrawal said that the famous

Langra and Dusherri varieties
of mango would be exported to
Dubai in UAE by air cargo. He
said that a consignment of
Langra mango from its garden
located at Bhikharipur (Raja
Talab) would be sent to Dubai
by cargo from Lucknow. 

He said that first of mango
consignment was sent to
Lucknow on Wednesday and
after proper packaging there,
along with Dusherri mango,
the same would be exported to
Dubai. 
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The Allahabad High Court
has directed the state gov-

ernment to explain about the
policy and norms for providing
medical facilities and treat-
ment to the migrant workmen
and their families and further
to stop spreading of coron-
avirus disease (COVID-19) in
rural parts of the state. 

The court has also direct-
ed the state government explain
about its scheme for the reha-
bilitation of migrant workmen
and their families in the state.
‘The state is also required to
give a complete layout to
reduce migration of the natives
of Uttar Pradesh to other parts
of the country to earn mini-
mum livelihood’, the court
directed.

Hearing a PIL filed by
Ritesh Srivastava and Gaurav
Tripathi, both High Court
lawyers, a division bench com-
prising Chief Justice Govind
Mathur and Justice Ramesh
Sinha issued notice to the state
government through
Additional Advocate General,
Manish Goyal, who represent-
ed the state government in
court proceedings. The court
fixed June 1, 2020 as the next
date of hearing of the matter. 

So far as the other issue
with regard to transportation
and providing food for migrant

labourers, raised in the PIL, the
High Court said that the
Supreme Court has already
taken suo moto cognisance in
a PIL - ‘Re-Inadequacy and cer-
tain lapses on the part of the
Central and State Governments
in dealing with the migrant
workers, therefore, it is not
inclined to have any explana-
tion in this regard from the
state government.

The petitioners by the
instant petition had agitated the
cause of migrant labourers,
who according to them, are
travelling on foot from hun-
dreds of kilometres from their
working place to the home-
town/village. According to the
petitioners, since March 25,
2020, entire nation is facing
lockdown and that compelled
the labourers working in differ-
ent states to move for their
native place. Neither the cen-
tral government nor the state
governments where the labour-
ers were working made ade-
quate arrangements for their
movement and their families.
In absence of adequate arrange-
ments, the labourers and their
families are facing pathetic
conditions on roads. It is also
reported that even at railway
stations, no food is available,
hence, the people travelling in
the trains known as ‘Shramik
Special’ are facing starvation.
The non-availability of food

and water has caused even
violence at Kanpur and Unnao. 

In addition to it, the peti-
tion also brought several
instances to the notice of the
court, where the labourers
passing through the highways
or other roads are neither get-
ting food nor any means to sur-
vive with a dignity. Further the
unregulated movement has
also accelerated chances of
spread of coronavirus disease
(COVID-19) in all major towns
and rural areas.

It is asserted in the PIL that
in fact there is no term like
‘Migrant Labourer’ or ‘Migrant
Workmen’. The statute pre-
scribes only the labourer or
workmen, hence it was the
responsibility of the state gov-
ernments where the workmen
or labourers were working to
provide them all necessary
facilities and amenities during
the lockdown. Attitude of such
Governments, as per the peti-
tioners, is highly deplorable as
they failed to maintain even
survival of the human beings,
services of whom were utilised
by them for their prosperity.

According to the petition-
ers, Articles 14 and 21 of the
Constitution of India demand
for protection of dignity and
human status of such so called
migrant labourers. The
Directive Principles of State
policy also indicate to have a

complete policy/programme
to secure a social order for pro-
motion of welfare of the peo-
ple and further that to ensure
the health and strength of
workers, men and women, and
the tender age of children be
not abused. The present cir-
cumstances, as per the petition-
ers, is nothing but to put lakhs
of workmen in a condition
close to death without any
fault on their part. Beside to
provide adequate facilities to
the workmen moving on roads
due to the present circum-
stances emphasis is also given
to have a strong rehabilitation
programme for the residents of
the Uttar Pradesh state just to
prevent them from moving to
the other states for their sur-
vival. The petitioners further
stated that due to non-availabil-
ity of basic infrastructure for
employment in the Uttar
Pradesh state, lakhs of people
use to migrate to the other
states to earn their livelihood.
Such migration is not at all
wrong as the entire India is a
union but the present attitude
of the state governments, where
these people were working is
contrary to the spirit of union
and federal structure, therefore,
it is more necessary for the
Uttar Pradesh state to strength-
en its edifice for local employ-
ment. The court passed this
order on May 26.
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Four new positive cases of
COVID-19 have been

reported in the Prayagraj dis-
trict. The four had returned
from Mumbai last week. It
includes a 60-year-old man in
addition to a husband and
wife.

The active number of coro-
navirus patients in district
stands at 38. They are being
treated at L1 COVID-19
Hospital, Kotwa CHC and L3
COVID-19 Hospital SRN.

A total of 113 samples of
the district were sent for test-
ing in the medical college lab
on Wednesday night. Of them,
109 reports came negative,
while four people have been
found corona infected.

The first patient is from

Karchana and lived in Mumbai.
He came home with his son on
May 21.  He was in the home
quarantine itself. His sample
was taken on May 22.  After his
report came positive on
Wednesday night, he was
admitted to Kotwa CHC and
the sample of his son was also
sent for test.

Similarly, a young man
from Janwaar village located at
Meja Road came to his house
on May 22 with his wife by car.
Both of them were in the home
quarantine itself.  When his
wife felt weakness, she was
admitted to Swaroop Rani
Nehru Hospital on May 26 and
their sampling procedures were
conducted together.  Both have
been reported positive in their
test.

The third patient hails

from Rasar village in Handia.
He came to his village by train
on May 14. Since then he was
in the home quarantine. His
sampling was done on May 25.
And he was confirmed to be
corona positive on Wednesday
night. 

Nodal Officer Dr Rishi
Sahai said that all three patients
have been admitted to Kotwa
CHC Kovid Hospital. He said
that a total of 79 positive cases
have been received so far. And,
currently 38 cases are active
who are being treated at L1
COVID-19 Hospital, Kotwa
CHC and L3  COVID-19
Hospital SRN, added Dr Sahay. 

REGISTRATION OF FIR
SOUGHT : IPS officer
Amitabh Thakur and his wife
activist Dr Nutan Thakur have
sought immediate registration

of FIR and strictest departmen-
tal action against Vinod Yadav,
ex-SHO of Jethwara,
Pratapgarh.

In their joint letter to DGP
UP H C Awasthi, Amitabh and
Nutan said that mere suspen-
sion of Vinod Yadav, who used
extremely dirty and abusive
language against an aggrieved
person, including caste based
slander and abuses, is not
enough. 

They said that the action of
Vinod Yadav, as it has come
through the viral video, is a bla-
tant violation of human rights,
is not at all tolerable and is
completely unexpected from a
police officer. They said there
is a need to register FIR against
him and also to take immedi-
ate strictest departmental
action. 
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Two new COVID-19
patients have been found in

the district here on Thursday
and both are migrants who
came here from Mumbai
recently. The rise of corona
patients continued with the
arrival of migrants as out of 162
patents found, the number of
migrants has increased to 61
and 54 of them returned home
here from highly-infected
Mumbai, while two each from
Kolkata, Ahmedabad and Pune
and only one from Delhi.

According to the District
Magistrate (DM) Kaushal Raj
Sharma, as many as 55 reports
have been received from
Microbiology Lab of BHU and
53 of them are negative while
two are positive. Among these
two, one boy aged 18 is from
hotspot Chitauna
(Choubeypur) who sells fruits
in Mumbai and returned home
in a truck, while other is also
a boy aged 18 from Daniyalpur
(Sarnath) who works at a jew-
ellery shop and came here in a
train from Mumbai.

In the district, so far as
many as 162 corona positive
patients have been found. Out
of them, 90 have been dis-
charged, while four have died.
There are 68 active patients.
The number of hotspot has
increased to 82. Daniyalpur
which is adjoining to
Nakkhighat in Sarnath will be
new hotspot. Out of which 24
have become green zones,

while among the 58 active
hotspots, 16 are in orange
zones, while 42 are still in red
zones. In the district, as many
as 174 samples were collected
and sent for testing. Out of total
5,329 samples, the reports of
4,789 have received, while of
540 are awaited. Out of received
4,789 reports, 4,627 were neg-
ative and 162 positive.

Meanwhile, Varanasi divi-
sion of North Eastern Railway
(NER) has released the list of
24 trains, scheduled to be run
after June 1 it excluded 15 pairs
of Special and Shramik Special
trains already being run.
Reserved tickets of these trains
are already being issued online
from May 21 and from various
station counters from May 22.
In these trains, there would be
AC, Non-AC and general
coaches but no one would be
allowed without having con-

firmed tickets and passengers
would only be allowed to trav-
el after health check-up. All the
COVID-19 protocol would be
followed during journey. The
Varanasi division has released
the list of such trains which
includes 02559/12560
Manduadih-New Delhi (daily);
02219/02220 Ghazipur City-
ANVT (four days).
02233/02234 Ghazipur City-
ANVT (two days) and
09042/09041 Ghazipur City-
Bandra Terminal. For the pas-
sengers, the entry and exit
gates would be different.

Meanwhile, DM inspected
community kitchen at Varanasi
Junction (Cantt.) railway where
about 2,500 food packets are
being made ready daily by
about 20 employees. The DM
also met some passengers who
came at the station by Shramik
Special trains and asked about

their homes. As many as 986
people reached KIT, Mirza
Murad for health check-up
and registration and out of
them 512 came here by 31
buses, while 474 by private
vehicles from different parts of
the country and state.

Earlier, as many as 49 per-
sons have been arrested under
Section 151 CrPC on
Wednesday, while action was
taken against 27 under Section
51 of Disaster Management
Act. During checking at 14 bor-
der points and 49 police barri-
ers, 2411 vehicles were chal-
laned and 17 seized. Since the
imposing of lockdown, 293
FIRs have been lodged against
674 persons; 1914 were arrest-
ed under Section 151 of CrPC,
while action was taken against
3,695 under Section 188 or
Section 51 of Disaster
Management Act. 
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Despite orders for their
home quarantine, resi-

dents of the Criminal Tribe
Settlement (CTS) Colony,
which has been declared a
hotspot and sealed, in
Kalyanpur were found roaming
in adjacent localities and city
markets on Thursday. 

Seeing them roaming in
their areas, residents of
Dayanand Vihar and Indira
Nagar localities have urged the
district administration to stop
movement of quarantined peo-
ple to contain spread of coro-
navirus in other parts of the
city. 

It may be recalled that a
woman in CTS Colony, who

returned from Mumbai on
Monday, tested positive for
coronavirus infection.
Thereafter, the entire CTS

Colony was declared a hotspot
area. 

But people residing there
managed to cross the barricad-

ing and were found roaming in
the nearby Sabzi Mandi and
visiting shops on Thursday. 

This has created a panic in
adjacent localities and forced
the residents to confine them-
selves in their home to prevent
themselves from contracting
infection.

Vimukti Jati Vikas Parishad
president Nirmal Kumar has
urged the district magistrate,
ACM and ACMO to send swab
samples of 10 other migrant
workers of CTS Colony for test-
ing as they had returned from
Mumbai during past few days. 

Vaibhav of Dayanand
Vihar said after coming to
know about the return of many
residents of CTS Colony from
Mumbai, he was scared of
going out of his home. 
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Mismanagement in LLR Hospital
and the apathy of senior doctors

to attend to critical patients has
stirred a Hornet’s nest. Taking a seri-
ous note of it, the government has
asked GSVM Medical College
Principal Dr Arati Lalchandani to
submit a report on the complaints
filed by patients and their kin.
Ironically, the patients are so ter-
rorised that they fail to muster
courage to file a complaint. Those
who dared to file a complaint were
being harassed. Several deaths have
been reported from LLR Hospital and
all relatives of the deceased have
alleged failure of the senior and
junior doctors in attending to the
patients timely. The GSVM Medical
College principal has set up another
three-member committee to look
into the alleged negligence of doctors
that led to death of another patient on
Wednesday. The relatives of the
deceased made a direct complaint on
the government portal after which the
officials swung into action. The row
between the medical college and the
LLR Hospital is reflecting upon the
treatment of the patients and blatant

negligence and inordinate delays are
costing lives of patients. Dr
Lalchandani said on Thursday that
the medical college had been linked
as the primary hub of the Covid Care
Support Network to handle the prob-
lems coming up in the treatment of
patients ,especially the migrant
labourers. 

The principal said with this the
medical college would provide its
technical expertise to Level-1 and
Level-2 hospitals of Kanpur Division
so that without being referred,  the
patients could be treated there in
emergency. She said Dr Shivendra
Verma had been appointed nodal offi-
cer for this Dr Lalchandani further
said that in case the GSVM Medical
College faced any technical problem,
it would lean on King George’s
Medical University in Lucknow which
had been made the secondary hub.
The principal also said that in view of
the transfer of four lab technicians, the
COVID-19 lab would face manpow-
er crunch as coronavirus positive
cases have increased in Kanpur after
the migrant workers started return-
ing to Kanpur. She said at present
there were just two technicians to
manage the whole affair.
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Chief Medical Officer Dr AK
Shukla on Thursday said

that two new coronavirus pos-
itive cases had been identified,
one from Shivrajpur and
another from Bilhaur. 

He said with these new
cases, 339 coronavirus positive
cases have been detected in
Kanpur City so far out of
which 301 have been dis-

charged from hospitals and
there were only 27 active case
in the district which has wit-
nessed 11 COVID-19 deaths.

Dr Shukla said the health
workers scanned areas like
Sujatganj, Govindnagar,
Khatikana, Cantonment and
Latouche Road and visited
5,197 houses.

He said a total of 407 new
swab samples were taken on
Thursday for testing.
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KANPUR (PNS): Two persons were killed and
five seriously injured when two groups of min-
ing contractors exchanged fire at the Kharka ghat
of the Yamuna river under Satti police station of
Kanpur Dehat on Thursday morning. 

Pecuniary dispute between the two mining
contractors was stated to be the cause of the shoot-
out. Superintendent of Police Anurag Vats
reached the spot  along with force for investiga-
tion.  

The land for mining maurang (coarse sand)
on the bank of the Yamuna in Satti police station
area is allotted on lease. Contractors are allowed
mining of maurang on the Kharka Balu Ghat. The
lease has been allotted to two partners.  

On Thursday morning, both the partners
clashed over pecuniary dispute. Soon, their sup-
porters also came face-to-face and exchanged fire.
In the exchange of fire, five persons were serious-
ly injured and panic gripped the villagers and peo-
ple present at the Kharka Balu Ghat.  

By the time police reached the spot, those who
indulged in  the clash had escaped. Police sent the
injured to Rajpur hospital from where they were
referred for hospital in Kanpur.  

During treatment, Gujrej (40) of Satti village
and Gyanendra Singh (42) of opposite group of
Jamu, Vidhnu (Kanpur) succumbed to their
bullet injury. 

Some persons were taken into custody and
investigation was on in the matter, he said. 
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Aman and his son died in a
road accident in Bargahani

village under the Dehat Kotwali
here. As per the reports
received here said, Ram
Swaroop Lakhera (59) and his
son Deepak (21) were going to
pick up mail from the head
post office in Banda on a bicy-
cle. Meanwhile a speeding
dumper coming from the front
hit their bicycle. As a result
both of them died on the spot.
The driver of the dumper,
however, managed to  run
away from the spot along with
the dumper. The police
informed the family members
of the deceased. SHO Dehat
Kotwali Dharmendra Kumar
said that he had inspected the
spot where the tragic incident
had taken place and sent the
bodies of the victims for the
post-mortem examination.
SHO said that the elder son of
the deceased told the police
that his father was to retire in
December next year. His
younger brother was working
in the post office. SHO Kumar
said that the search for the
absconding driver and the
vehicle was on. 
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A 20-year-old girl com-
mitted suicide in her house in
an area under the Marka police
station here recently.

According to a report,
Sunaina, daughter of Ram
Prasad, committed suicide with
the help of a rope in her house
in Burua Kachhar  village
under the Marka police station
here recently. The police recov-
ered the body after breaking
open the door of the room as
it was closed from inside by the
deceased. CO Baberu Rajeev
Pratap Singh said that the body
of the deceased was sent for the
post-mortem examination. He
said that her father had scold-
ed her for not concentrating on
studies a few days ago due to
which  she felt bad and took
this drastic step. Meanwhile in
another incident a 22-year-old
girl Amrata tried to commit
suicide after consuming some
poisonous substance in her
house in Karhuli village under
the Baberu Kotwali here
recently. SHO Baberu Kotwali
Jaishyam Shukla said that she
had been admitted to district
hospital and was reported to be
out of danger. 
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A 20-year-old boy, Sachin,
sustained serious burns and
was admitted to district hospital
for treatment. His family mem-
bers could not tell the police the
cause behind the incident.
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District Magistrate Amit
Singh Bansal said that he

had issued instructions to City
Magistrate, SDMs of Atarra,
Naraini and Baberu to ensure
that all shops were being
opened between 9 am and 5
pm only in the entire district.
The DM told ‘The Pioneer’ on
Wednesday that there were
reports that some shopkeepers
were opening their shops with-
out their turn. He said that he
had instructed City Magistrate
Surendra Singh to take legal
action against such shopkeep-
ers. DM said that he had asked
SDMs to launch a drive to
check the opening and closing
time of shops in their respec-
tive ares. DM Bansal said that
leaders of Vyapar Mandal
Banda had made a commit-

ment to him that the shop-
keepers would follow the
instructions of the district
administration. DM Bansal
said that he had also request-
ed traders’ leaders to advise
their colleagues to follow the
instructions of the district
administration. DM said that

he had made an appeal to the
traders of the district to coop-
erate and make the lockdown
successful. DM said that City
Magistrate and SDMs had been
instructed to distribute ration
kits among the poor and needy
on a regular basis. He said that
he was himself taking the
round of the district along
with SP Banda Sidddarth
Shankar Meena and instructing
the shopkeepers to maintain
social distancing and wear face
masks. DM said that we should
all come forward to defeat
novel coronavirus with our
joint efforts in the district.
DM said that City Magistrate
and SDMs had also been asked
to send him a regular feedback
about the implementation of
the lockdown guidelines in
their respective areas on a
daily basis.
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With a wide gamut of ini-
tiatives aimed at encour-

aging the children of Singrauli,
National Thermal Power
Corporation (NTPC)
Vindhyachal will now play a
major role in helping two
bright students attain academ-
ic excellence and pave their way
to a successful career.

NTPC Vindhyachal pro-
vided Utkarsh scholarship to
two outstanding students from
the Singrauli district for the
year 2019-20 on Wednesday.
The Utkarsh scholarship is
aimed at providing financial
assistance to students who have
not let limited means stand in
their way of aspiring for great-
ness. Students who have passed
class X or class XII from gov-
ernment schools, government-
aided schools, schools located
at the targeted villages and
NTPC Vindhyachal township
schools are eligible to apply for
the scholarship. The Utkarsh

Scholarship also benefits stu-
dents pursuing ITI, engineer-
ing and MBBS.

Rohit Kumar, who is cur-
rently in the third year of pur-
suing BCom (Honours) from
the Deaf Bilingual Academy,

IGNOU, has received �40,000
as financial assistance to pur-
sue his higher studies. Kumar
completed his schooling from
Asha Kiran School, which pro-
vides specialised education to
hearing and speech impaired

students under the able men-
torship of Suhasini Sangh,
NTPC Vindhyachal’s Ladies
Club. The CSR Department of
NTPC Vindhyachal, which has
provided financial and emo-
tional support to Kumar on
numerous occasions, stands as
a proud partner in his awe-
inspiring academic journey.

Further, NTPC
Vindhyachal also extended
monetary assistance amount-
ing to �90,000 to Adarsh
Dubey, who is an aspiring doc-
tor pursuing MBBS at the IPG-
MER and SSKM Hospital,
Kolkata.  Dubey said that this
support from NTPC
Vindhyachal would help him
attain his childhood dream of
dedicating himself to the noble
profession. Uttam Lal, GM
(HR), Snehasis Bhattacharyya,
AGM (HR) and Abhishek
Mehra, Senior Manager (HR-
CSR) congratulated the stu-
dents and appreciated their
dedication towards achieving
their goals.  
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Acloth trader, Sunil
Kasaudhan (27), died

under mysterious circum-
stances near Bahuripar culvert
under the Bansgaon police sta-
tion. His family members
found his body around 9:30 pm
but  did not inform the police.
In the morning their neigh-
bours of the village informed
the police. After this an MLA
also reached the spot. After
convincing the family they
became ready for getting the
post-mortem examination
done. 

According to information
received here, around 4 pm on
Monday Sunil Kasaudhan had
gone towards Katsahra to col-
lect the dues from the traders.
When he did not return home
till about 8 pm his family
members launched a hunt for
him. When the family could
not contact him on his his
mobile number they went out
and found his bike parked
near the culvert and his body
in the water under the culvert
nearby. The family members

went home with the dead body
without informing anyone.

Police believe that his vehi-
cle went out of control at night
and collided with the culvert
and the trader died in the
accident.  Circle Officer
Bansgaon Nitesh Singh said
that the body had been sent for
the post-mortem examination.
He said that action would be
taken based on its report.
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A youth tried to molest an
Intermediate student who was
going to learn sewing in a vil-
lage under the Pipiganj police
station by dragging her to a
deserted house. However when
she raised an alarm the youth
fled from there. It is alleged that
the family members of the
teenager were beaten up and
injured by the family members
of the boy when they went to
complaint against  him.

According to the informa-
tion received, the girl student
belonging to a hamlet of
Badaya gram sabha under the
Pipiganj police station was

going to learn sewing. On the
way, the young man of her
hamlet tried to drag her to a
vacant house. However when
girl raised an alarm people
from the neighbourhood gath-
ered there. On seeing them the
youth escaped from there.
When the family members of
the girl came to know about it
they went to the house of the
accused but were beaten up and
injured. The teenager's father
had lodged a complaint with
the police in this connection.

���������� �

A man ended his life by
hanging himself with the help
of a noose in an area under the
Sarari police outpost under
the Gulariha police station late
in the evening due to some
inexplicable reasons. On get-
ting information about the
matter the men in khaki rushed
to the spot, took the body of the
deceased into custody and sent
it for the post-mortem exami-
nation. According to informa-
tion received here, Bhagirathi
Nishad (40), son of Shatrughan

Nishad, a resident of Jagdishpur
South hamlet of Mangalpur vil-
lage under the abovementioned
outpost, was addicted to liquor.
After getting drunk he often
thrashed his family members.
after drinking. When he
returned home in a drunken
state on Wednesday evening a
disputed again arose in his h
house. After some time he
went inside the room he ended
his life by hanging himself
from the latch on the roof.
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Incharge of Mahila police
station Archana Singh along
with her colleagues went to
Golghar, Nakhas Chowk, Reti
Chowk, Ghantaghar and other
places on Wednesday, made
people aware about the coron-
avirus and appealed to them to
wear masks. 

At the same time the shop-
keepers were also instructed to
keep sanitisers in their shops.
She also made an appeal to
people to maintain social dis-
tancing.
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The members of the
Prerna Mahila Samiti

under the Bina area of
Northern Coalfields
Limited (NCL) inaugurated
a ‘pyau’ for ensuring the
provision of drinking water
for the passers-by and gen-
eral public at the bus stand
of Bina under the guidance
of its chairperson
Vijayalakshmi Rai. 

In view of the ongoing
summer season arrange-
ment for drinking water has
been made which will sure-
ly provide relief to the
common people. On the

occasion keeping the dan-
ger of coronavirus in mind
everyone was advised to
follow the social distancing

guidelines strictly, cover
their mouth with mask and
wash their hands at regular
intervals.
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In view of the Covid-19 infec-
tion the North Eastern

Railway (NER) administration
was making several effective
efforts to prevent it and ensure
protection from it and its
employees are engaged whole-
heartedly in it. During the
countrywide lockdown along
with goods and parcel trains,
Shramik Special trains are also
being operated for the past few
days to take the migrant work-
ers to their native places. Apart
from it face masks and relief
materials are being distributed
among the needy persons by
the railwaymen in this situa-
tion. Railway personnel who
are doing commendable work
are being honoured by being
declared as ‘Corona warriors of
the day’ daily by the NER
administration in order to
boost their morale. In this
series two railway personnel on
North Eastern Railway were
honoured on May 26 this year,
Chief Public Relations Officer
(CPRO) Pankaj Kumar Singh
said.

PK Srivastava, working as
chief commercial inspector in
Chhapra, while completing the
operational and commercial
formalities of 44 Shramik
Special trains running from
Jalalpur station to Saharsa,
Araria, Madhubani, Supaul
and Katihar from May 16
played a important role in
ensuring that 53,680 labourers
reached their destinations. The
Railways also earned  �1.59

crore from the operation of
these Shramik Special trains.
Apart from it chief commercial
inspector in Chhapra, PK
Srivastava, made a commend-

able effort to protect his sub-
ordinate employees from
Covid-19 infection by distrib-
uting face masks and sanitisers
among them during the lock-
down period. For these com-
mendable works of PK
Srivastava he was honoured as
the ‘Corona warrior of the
day’ of Varanasi division.

Likewise Sandeep Kumar
Yadav who works as inspector
at Railway Protection Force
post, Hathras city, got the
Shramik Special trains under
his jurisdiction passed suc-
cessfully. He provided food
and food items to 90 needy and
helpless people during the lock-
down period. Apart from it he

got the railway offices falling
under his jurisdiction sani-
tised, got thermal screening of
the members of the Railway
Protection Force and made

the members of the Railway
Protection Force and other
railwaymen aware about social
distancing. For these com-
mendable works of Sandeep
Kumar Yadav he was hon-
oured as ‘Corona warrior of the
day’ of Izatnagar division.

In order to boost the
morale of its personnel the rail-
way administration will give
such awards during the lock-
down period. The railway
administration is proud of its
such personnel.
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For migrant workers, pil-

grims, students and tourists etc.
stranded in different places of
the country the Railways was
operating Shramik Special
trains since May 1 this year
uninterruptedly and their num-
ber had increased continuous-
ly. 

Out of the Shramik Special
trains run by the Indian
Railways 726 of them arrived at
various stations of North
Eastern Railway till May 26,
this year through which about
7,80,000 migrant workers could
reach their destinations, the
CPRO said. 

For the Shramik Special
trains which are arriving here
the North Eastern Railway
administration is working day
and night in order in order to
fulfil all the necessary require-
ments, including food, water,
medicine, of the migrant work-
ers travelling by them. Due to
these efforts the migrant work-
ers traveling by trains passing
through the North Eastern
Railway are getting all kinds of
facilities and they are very sat-
isfied.

In order to ensure avail-
ability of food and water to the
workers, railway personnel and
officers of the Northeast
Railway are working as a team.
For it food stoppage have also
been made for 

The North Eastern Railway
administration said that the
railway administration while
providing all facilities was com-
mitted to ensuring that the
migrant workers reached their
destinations safely.
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In a tragic incident a
teenaged boy drowned in a

pond under the Halia police
station here. As per the
received reports received
here, Anil Mishra (15), son of
Bhagwan Prasad Mishra, a
resident of Pipara village, had
gone to bathe in Sevlahva
pond along with his friends.

However while bathing there
the boy slipped and went
into the area where the water
was the deep. On seeing him
drowning his friends cried for
help but by the time the res-
cue operations started the
victim had died.  His body
was brought out by the locals
and sent to the local hospital
where the doctor declared
him as brought dead. 
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Awoman was killed while
her husband was serious-

ly injured when they were
being hit by a truck in an area
under the Mughalsarai Kotwali
here on Wednesday.

According to a report
received here, Sanjay Patel (35)
and Usha (32) who were going
on a motorcycle were serious-
ly injured when they were sud-
denly knocked down by a truck
near the railway culvert on
Padav-Ramnagar road under
the Mughalsarai Kotwali. In the
meantime people belonging to
the nearby areas got both the
victims admitted to a private
hospital for treatment. After
giving first aid doctors on duty
there referred Usha Patel to the
trauma centre in BHU. On
reaching there the doctors
declared the woman dead. The
police brought the driver along

with the truck to Jalilpur post.
After taking the body into
possession they started pro-
ceeded to the next action.

Sanaj Patel, a resident of
Malokhar, was going to leave
wife, Usha, to her parents’
place in Narayanpur in
Mirzapur district. When they
reached the area before the rail-
way culvert on the Ramnagar
route from Padao crossing the
the motorcycle went out of
control while trying to overtake
a truck as a result the couple fell
on the road and were hit by it.
Usha sustained serious head
injuries. People from the near-
by areas got both of them
admitted to a private hospital.
When the news of her tragic
and untimely reached the fam-
ily they were shell-shocked. Her
three daughters, Raunak,
Kanak and Bedi and a son,
Bechu and other family mem-
bers were inconsolable. 
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An 80-year-old farmer was
burnt alive when his house

caught fire under the Madihan
police station.

As per the reports received
here, Bihari Yadav (80) was
residing in his field in Lalpur
village along with his wife. His
other family members lived in
Rajapur village about three
kilometres away. To clean the
premises the farmer set the
weed afire and returned to his
house for resting there. In
between when the house of the

farmer caught fire but he was
unaware of it. When the neigh-
bours saw the spectacle they
rushed there but the farmer
burnt alive along with the
household articles were
reduced to ashes.

On getting information
about the matter Station Officer
(SO) of Madihan Rajeev Singh
reached the spot and complet-
ed the necessary legal formal-
ities. On the other hand, Sub-
divisional magistrate (SDM)
Madihan Vimal Kumar Dubey
assured the family for maxi-
mum  government help. 
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The Adalhat police has
arrested a criminal carrying

a reward of �15,000 on his head
along with two accomplices
and recovered five kg ganja, a
countrymade gun and car-
tridges from their possession.

As per the received reports,
the Adalht police was already
active to nab the heinous crim-
inal, Anmol Singh, who carried
a reward of �15,000 on his head
and had 20 cases were pending
against him in different police
stations. On Wednesday Station
Officer Adalhat Pramod
Kumar Singh on being tipped
off by an informer rushed to
the said place near Kolna vil-
lage where the criminal but two
others were arrested. The police
recovered five kg ganja, a coun-
trymade gun and two car-
tridges from their possession.
The accused were identified as
Anmol Singh, Shyamu Sharma
and Fagu Sahni, residents of
Panchegda village under the
Adalhat police station. 

Another report said that

the Jigna police arrested an
accused wanted in connection
with a vehicle theft case.

As per the reports received
here, a case was registered at
Katra Kotwali police station in
connection with the theft of a
Bolero on September 8 last
year. During investigation
names of four persons had
come to light and three of them

had already been arrested.
However, the fourth was still at
large. It is learnt Station Officer
Jigna Under the action against
the crime Chhotak Yadav the
raided the house of Krishna
Kumar Bind, a resident of
Naroiya village under the Jigna
police station, on Wednesday
and nabbed the accused from
the spot.
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Agang of thieves targeted a
mobile phone shop situ-

ated under the Badhalganj
Kotwali and took away as
many as 45 smart phones
worth around �6.50 lakh from
there at night.

According to a report
received here, the burglars
sneaked into the mobile shop
situated under the Badhalganj
Kotwali. One person was spot-
ted in the closed-circuit tele-
vision (CCTV) camera
installed there. The mobile
phone trader, Mithun
Madheshiya, has lodged a
complaint at the kotwali in this
connection and police had
started investigating the mat-
ter. The businessman, Mithun,
in his complaint stated that he

has Ayush Mobile Shop which
was situated at Ramdhari
Katra on the Patna intersec-
tion. On Tuesday night the
thieves stole 45 smart mobiles
by entering the shop after
drilling a hole in a wall situ-
ated in its rear portion. The
cost of the mobile phones
was about �6.50 lakh, he said. 

The CCTV cameras
installed in the shop had been
broken by the thieves. He sus-
pected the hand of the person
whose body was visible in the
DVR. The trader has also
given a list of stolen smart
phones to the police.

Meanwhile two brothers
attacked one another in
Pokhara Tola in Saraiya village
under the Chauri Chaura
police station following a dis-
pute over some issue.  
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Awoman ended her life by hanging her-
self with a sari following a dispute with

her husband over a trivial issue in Gokul
Dera village under the Kurara police sta-
tion on Wednesday. 

Police said that a dispute arose between
Kshatrapal Nishad and his wife, Manju,
over some thing. On finding no one at
home she committed suicide by hanging
herself in the room. Kshatrapal earned his
livelihood by working  as a labourer. Her
body had been sent for autopsy.

Meanwhile half-a dozen people were
seriously injured a fight in which sticks
were used in Bhaisapali village in the
Kurara area following a dispute. Police reg-
istered a case from both the sides and was
investigating the matter.
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One accused, Bachu Prajapati,
son of Halke, a resident of

Rajiv Nagar Mohalla under the
Kabrai police station, was arrest-
ed along with illicit liquor from
Chandrawal Road turn by  a
team constituted by Kabrai police
station incharge, Devendra Kumar
Shukla on Wednesday during a
drive launched on the directive of
SP Manilal Patidar. 
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Nearly 45-50 districts in six
States — Maharashtra,

Uttar Pradesh, Punjab, Madhya
Pradesh after Rajasthan and
Gujarat — are under attack of
crores of desert locusts that
entered from Pakistan last year.

It is estimated that crops on
10-15 lakh acres have been
affected across six States since
December last year while the
Government estimates around
one lakh acres of cotton, sum-
mer pulses and vegetables crops
have been affected so far. The
Ministry of Agriculture esti-
mates that not much damage to
crops is reported as sowing has
not taken place in most of the
areas and harvest of winter
crops is over.

The Shivraj Singh Chouhan
Government in Madhya
Pradesh is planning to declare
the locust swarm attacks as nat-
ural disaster, following a survey
on the losses. Haryana on
Thursday issued high alert in 10
districts for farmers while
Odisha and Chhattisgarh also
issued advisories to farmers.

Delhi’s neighbouring region
Noida, Ghaziabad, Gurugram
have also issued advisories to
this effect.

Interestingly, India has
taken up the locust issue with
Pakistan ,but there has been no
response from Pakistan yet.

According to Locusts
Warning Organisation of the
Ministry of Agriculture, the
bigger problem will come once
the present swarms breed. An
adult female locust lays 80-90
eggs thrice in her three-month
life cycle. If left uncontrolled, a
swarm can grow exponentially
to 40-80 million locusts per
square kilometer.

Farmers are worried as the
pest could damage their sum-
mer kharif crops during the
peak season of July-August-
September. Farmers have been
advised to play loud music to
drive the insects away and save
crops. Locusts don’t attack ani-
mals or humans but can dev-
astate crops and other areas of
greenery.

LWO’s Deputy Director KL
Gurjar said there being no
crops in the fields, the locusts

have moved across States
attracted by green cover. “The
bigger problem will come once
the present swarms breed. An
adult female locust lays 80-90
eggs thrice in her three-month
life cycle. If left uncontrolled, a
swarm can grow exponentially
to 40-80 million locusts per
square kilometer,” officials said.
The locusts will start laying eggs
after the monsoon starts and
continue breeding for two more
months, with newer generations
rising during the growth phase
of the kharif crop.

The first swarms were
sighted along the India-Pakistan
border in December last year
months ahead of the usual time
of arrival. The Ministry of
Agriculture on Wednesday
informed that locust control
operations have been stepped
up in affected States to combat
the menace. So far, 89 fire
brigades for pesticide spray; 120
survey vehicles; 47 control vehi-
cles with spray equipments and
810 tractor mounted sprayers
have been deployed for effective
locust control. It will also deploy
drones in the work.
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The Bengal Government
wants the lockdown to be

extended by two weeks beyond
May 31, sources at the State sec-
retariat Nabanna said quoting
the office of the Chief Secretary.

According to sources the
State Government has already
communicated its views to the
Centre notwithstanding the
fact that most establishments
save malls, cinema halls, restu-
raunts and educational insti-
tutions have been fully or par-
tially functioning in the State.

The State Government had
already allowed resumption of
bus and auto-rickshaw ser-
vices with limited passengers
from Wednesday. 

Meanwhile even as train
loads of migrant workers rolled
in at various stations in Bengal
Congress leader in Lok Sabha

Adhir Chowdhury on
Thursday slammed the
Mamata Banerjee Government
for lackluster handling of the
migrant workers issue failing to
realise the plight of those stuck
in other states for months.

“Why the State is cold-
shouldering the issue of
migrant workers who are lan-
guishing in other States with-
out food and shelter… Why the
State Government has not cre-
ated facilities for the migrant
workers who are coming in
hordes from other States…
How the state can be so insen-
sitive towards its own citi-
zens?” Chowdhury a five-time
MP from Behrampore asked
wondering why the Chief
Minister was so worried about
‘shramik trains’ coming to
Bengal when already 
the workers are returning to
this State in hordes by buses
and trucks.

“The workers are coming
back in hordes in buses and
trucks, paying for the fare by
selling whatever they had and

here the State Government is
simply looking the other way.
Why this Government is so
insensitive towards the plight of
these poor and hapless people
suffering for the past several
months?” he asked wondering
“where is a difference between
people coming in trains and
those coming buses.”

Chowdhury’s comments
came on a day when about 25
trains entered Bengal bringing
back several thousand workers
to Burdwan, Malda, Dankuni,
Purulia, Birbhum and Bankura.

Elsewhere another instance
of alleged “insensitivity” raised
many an eyebrow when Bengal
BJP president Dilip Ghosh
termed the incident of a toddler
playing besides its dead moth-
er’s body at Muzaffarpur rail-
way station a “minor event.”

The Bengal opposition par-
ties have pulled up Ghosh for
his “insensitive comments” say-
ing he was only reflecting the
views of his party which was
only an “attendant of the rich.”

Condemning Ghosh for

his alleged cavalier ways senior
Trinamool Congress MP
Saugato Roy said “less said
about this man is the better. He
is foul in his mouth and insen-
sitive too. He is better suited as
a wood-cutter.”

CPI(M) politburo member
and former MP Md Salim said
“one can only express sympa-
thy for the ruthless person
who calls the heart-rending
scene of a toddler trying to
awaken its dead mother in a
Railway Station --- particular-
ly at a time when the migrant
workers are dying a hundred
death every day --- a ‘minor
incident’.”

He said, “the rest of the BJP
leadership think that Modi is
the only God and Ambanis and
Adanis are the only human
beings … and the remaining
people are animals. What can
you expect from them… The
Modi Government with the
help of the leaders like Dilip
Ghosh has failed to save
humankind but successes in
killing humanity.”
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Liquor outlets in Kerala
(except those in hotspots)

were reopened on Thursday
morning and started selling
spirits to tipplers who have
been without their daily quota
of drinks for the last two
months.

According to TP
Ramakrishnan, the State’s
Excise Minister, liquor is being
sold through 265 outlets of
Kerala State Beverages
Corporation (Bevcco), 36 out-
lets under the Consumerfed,
576 bar hotels, and 291 beer
parlours.

Chief Minister Pinarayi
Vijayan told reporters that
2,25,000 persons made use of

the BevQ App which went
operational on Thursday
morning and purchased liquor
through on-line mode. “There
were some hiccups during ini-
tial hours but the Excise
Department told me that it has
been rectified. A complaint
regarding a fake App has been
registered and the State police
headquarters is probing the
allegation. If found genuine,
we will initiate legal proceed-
ings against those responsible
for such fake campaign,” said
the chief minister.  

Customers were asked to
book their choice of drinks
through BevQ, an App devel-
oped by a Kochi-based start up
company to streamline and
regulate the  sale of liquor. The
booking was opened from 6

am on Thursday and saw hec-
tic activities, according to
Faircode Technologies Pvt Ltd
which developed the App.

The two-minutes long
trial-run of the BevQ app held
on Wednesday saw 20,000
customers placing orders for
the drink of their choice. The
BevQ became operational at 6
am and would continue till 10
pm every night. The liquor

would be sold between 9 am
and 5 pm.

But customers in
Ernakulam, the main com-
mercial and business centre of
the  State were in for major dis-
appointment as they could
not get the drink of heir choice
or the outlet with which they
are accustomed to.

“I got a coupon and was
asked to collect the drink from
a third-grade watering hole
where no one in his senses
would go. Since I had no other
option, I went there but they
had no brands of my choice.
They forced on me sub-stan-
dard stuff and it is cruel on the
part of the Kerala Government
to do so,” said Subramanian
Sasidharan, a Perumbavoor
based businessman.
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Even four days after the
resumption of domestic air-

operations and that too truncat-
ed manner, the flights are being
operated in and out of the GVK
MIAL-managed Chhatrapati
Shivaji Maharaj International
Airport (CSMIA) in Mumbai at
half the capacity, if the flights-pas-
sengers ratio is going by. As many
as 52 scheduled flights — involv-
ing 26 departures and 26
arrivals— flew in and out of the
Mumbai airport – catered to a
total of 5,583 passengers — com-
prising 4,255 departed passengers

and 1,328 passengers who arrived
in Mumbai. “CSMIA today saw
a total of 52 scheduled flights
which include 26 departures and
26 arrivals. CSMIA connected to
16 sectors which were operated
by 05 airlines. CSMIA connect-
ed to 16 sectors which were oper-
ated by 05 airlines. Today, CSMIA
catered to a total of 5,583 pas-
sengers which include 4,255 pas-
sengers at departures and 1,328
at arrivals,” a CSMIA spokesper-
son said. “The highest passenger
load capacity was seen on the
Bhubaneshwar route departing
out of CSMIA. The first flight
departed to Ranchi at 6:00hrs

while the first flight arrived at
8:10hrs from Lucknow which
was operated by Air Asia India
and IndiGo, respectively,” the
CSMIA spokesperson added.

An analysis of the flights-
passenger load ration on
Thursday revealed that on an
average 107 passengers flew in
and out of Mumbai — in 52
flights (26 flights each to and
from Mumbai). In 26 flights
that departed from Mumbai,
there were an average of 163 pas-
sengers, while mere 51 passen-
gers arrived in Mumbai on
Thursday from other destinations
in the country. On the first day

of resumptions of flight opera-
tions at CSMIA on Monday, as
many as 47 flights belonging to
seven airlines had flown in and
out of the Mumbai airport cater-
ing to 4852 passengers.  While
3852 had departed from Mumbai
(an approximate 150 passen-
gers), 1100 (an approximate 47
passengers) had arrived in
Mumbai. On the second of
resumption of flight operations
on Tuesday, 44 flights operated
with 4,224 passengers from the
CSMIA on Tuesday.  While 3114
passengers departed from
Mumbai, 1110 passengers arrived
in Mumbai.
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The Bench, questioning him over
the travel-fare for the migrants, said, “In
our country, the middlemen will always
be there. But we don’t want middlemen
to interfere when it comes to payment
of fares. There has to be a clear policy
as to who will pay for their travel.”

At the outset, Mehta submitted a
preliminary report and said between
May 1 and 27 total 3,700 special trains
have been run for carrying migrant
labourers and many have been shifted
by road to bordering states. He said 91
lakh migrant workers have been shift-
ed to their native places till Wednesday.

Questioning the delay over trans-
portation of migrants, the Bench said
it is a major problem and many have
been waiting for weeks after their reg-
istration for journey to their native
places. The top court said food needs
are to be provided to the migrant work-
ers by the originating State or the
Centre, as the question of receiver state
providing the food would come only
after they reach there.

A different Bench of the same apex
court has ten days ago  refused to
entertain a PIL contending that the
court cannot stop migrant workers
from walking on the roads or on rail-
way tracks.

“How can anybody stop this when
they sleep on tracks? There are people
walking and not stopping. How can we
stop it?” the Bench had observed when
the petitioner pointed to  the
Aurangabad accident in which 16
migrants were run over by goods  train
when they were asleep on the track. 

The three-judge Bench, in a U-turn
of sorts, stated it was time “to extend
a helping hand to these migrant labour-
ers”.

The SC has faced much criticism
for not taking up the migrant issue even
as several High Courts made scathing
observations against the Governments
over the plight of the migrant workers. 

Terming it as human tragedy, the
Madras High Court had  said,”One can-
not control his/her tears after seeing the
pathetic condition of migrant labour-
ers shown in the media for the past one
month.”

The Andhra Pradesh High Court
was equally forthcoming on this mat-
ter. 

“If at this stage, this court does not
react and pass these orders, this court
would be falling in its role as a protec-
tor and alleviator of suffering. Their
pain has to be alleviated at this stage,”
it said.
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The Chinese are objecting to the
construction of a bridge at the strate-
gically important 250 km road running
parallel to the LAC in the Galwan val-

ley. However, India has maintained that
the road is well within its territory and
does not violate the LAC in any way.
The Chinese have built bunkers on its
side close to the LAC besides bringing
forward heavy vehicles like armoured
personnel carriers and increasing aer-
ial vigil through more helicopter sor-
ties.

Amidst the temperature rising at
the LAC due to these transgressions,
Chinese envoy to New Delhi Sun
Weidong on Wednesday said “com-
munication” was the way forward to
end the eyeball to eyeball confrontation
at the border.

His Government in Beijing also
said the same day the situation on the
border was “stable and controllable”
adding both the countries have prop-
er mechanisms and communication
channels to resolve the issues through
dialogue and consultation.
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On Thursday, Srinagar based local
teams of National Investigation Agency
(NIA) and sleuths of central intelligence
agencies also visited the spot to carry
out their separate assessment. Forensic
teams of Jammu and Kashmir police
also lifted different samples to carry out
investigations in the cases.  

Briefing media persons in Srinagar,
Inspector-General of Police Kashmir
range, Vijay Kumar said, “The terror-
ists of Hizbul Mujahideen (HM) and
Jaish-e-Mohammad (JeM) supported
by IED experts of Lashkar-e-Toiba
(LeT) were working together to repli-
cate the Pulwama type terror attack in
which 40 CRPF personnel had sacri-
ficed their lives on February 14, 2019”.

Kumar said, “The police were
receiving inputs since a week that HM
and JeM terrorists were planning to
launch a big suicidal strike against secu-
rity forces using car bomb. When the
input matured on Wednesday, we
developed it and multiple security
check points of Army, CRPF and
Jammu and Kashmir police were acti-
vated in Pulwama”.

He further said that late Wednesday
when the suspected car reached a
security check point the security forces
fired some warning shots, but the ter-
rorists turned the car away and fled.

“At another security check point,
the forces again fired some warning
shots and the terrorists fled from the
spot, taking advantage of darkness, and
left the car behind. The forces used
lights to check the vehicle from a dis-
tance after finding something suspi-
cious. We tightened the cordon and
waited for the first light of the day,” he
said.

“This morning, a bomb disposal
squad reached the spot and saw the
vehicle was laden with explosives. The
IED was diffused in a technical way by
the police, Army and paramilitary
CRPF. The Pulwama police, with the
help of security forces, have averted a

major tragedy and I congratulate all of
the forces,” he said.

The IGP said the police had inputs
that JeM was planning to launch such
an attack on the anniversary of Jang-
e-Badr day - the 17th day of Muslim
fasting month of Ramadhan -- but
could not undertake it then because the
forces were carrying out cordon and
search operations in which several
terrorists were killed.

The IG claimed, as per our pre-
liminary assessment they suspect the
involvement of one Adil, who is a HM
terrorist but also works with JeM, and
Fauji bhai, a Pakistani terrorist and JeM
commander in Pulwama.

“We are calling an expert team
from the outside to investigate it. Since
the explosive debris went up about 50
metre in the air, it seems that the weight
of the explosives would have been about
40-45 kg,” he said.

The police have also launched
investigation to track down the over-
ground workers who may have played
a crucial role in ferrying explosive
material and providing logistic support
to the terrorists while fabricating the
IED inside a Santro car. 

According to preliminary reports,
the police have also zeroed in on a per-
son in Kathua district, who is report-
edly using the same registration num-
ber on his motorbike as the one found
fitted on the Santro car, detonated by
the security forces in Pulwama.
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“Instead of loans, provide financial
relief to the small and medium indus-
try so that crores of jobs are saved and
the country progresses,” she added.

Highlighting her party’s efforts to
help the poor and the needy, Sonia
mentioned that Congress workers
across the country have been persis-
tently making all efforts to provide relief
adding that the State units of the
Congress are taking all necessary mea-
sures to send migrants back home
without any cost. 

On the same platform, Rahul
Gandhi attacked the Modi Government
for misconduct during the lockdown
and said due to Covid, there has been
a storm in the country today, the poor
people are hurt.

“The workers have to travel day and
night on the roads. Small businesses are
the backbone, which is closing. In such
a situation, the people of the country
need money, not debt, Rahul.said.

He pointed that poor people
returning home should be given nec-
essary facilities.”Rs 7,500 rupees per
month should be given in the account
of every poor family for six months.
MGNREGA should be done for two
hundred days instead of hundred days
and packages should be announced for
small traders.

Former Union Minister and senior
Congress leader P Chidambaram
demanded that the Government ensure

free and safe travel to the migrants who
are leaving for their homes.

Party general secretary Priyanka
Gandhi Vadra said in her message, “We
have, in our own capacity, helped at
least 90 lakh people in the last one-and-
a-half month. We urge people to take
to Twitter, Facebook or any other
social media platform to raise voice for
the people who are struggling in these
situations.” Over 52,000 Congress
workers from Uttar Pradesh joined
Priaynaka’s FB campaign.
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During the media interaction,
Madhuswamy also said the existing
restrictions on entry of people by road
from Maharashtra, Tamil Nadu and
Gujarat into Karnataka would contin-
ue until further orders.

“...Because large number of people
who have come from these states  have
tested positive and it wll be difficult to
manage quarantine  if more people
come. Until some people who are cur-
rently in quarantine  go home after their
quarantine period ends, we have decid-
ed to stop  (arrivals) by imposing
restriction,” the Minister added.

Karnataka had on May 18 barred
entry of people from Maharashtra,
Gujarat and Tamil Nadu, which have
COVID-19 cases in five figures.

The government is likely to decide
on allowing trains from these states
once the services resume on June 1.
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He began his daily briefing with the
statement that 84 persons tested posi-
tive for coronavirus on Thursday and
there were 1,088 confirmed Covid-19
patients in the State as on date.

“Two hundred ten persons were
admitted to various hospitals in the
State and this took the number of coro-
navirus patients hospitalised to 526.
There are 1, 15, 297 persons under
observation in the State. Out of them,
1,14, 305 are under home/institution-
al quarantine. Till date we have tested
60, 605 samples,” Vijayan disclosed dur-
ing the briefing.

Tamil Nadu Health Minister C
Vijayabhaskar said a total of 827 peo-
ple tested positive for coronavirus on
Thursday, including people who trav-
elled from other States. The States’s total
number of coronavirus cases rose to
19,372.

Assam Minister Himanta Biswa
Sarma said 25 new coronavirus cases
have been reported in the State on
Thursday, taking the total number of
cases to 856. Active cases stand at 762.

The Punjab Government on
Thursday said 19 new coronavirus
cases have been reported in the State,
taking the total number of cases to
2,158. There are 172 active cases in the
State so far.
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Thanks to a cyclonic circu-
lation, monsoon will keep

its date with India contrary to
the earlier forecast of a slight
delay. The southwest monsoon
is likely to make an onset over
Kerala on June 1,  the India
Meteorological Department
(IMD) said on Thursday. 

This is because conditions
are becoming favourable for
monsoon winds to advance as
a low pressure area is expect-
ed to develop over the Arabian
Sea between May 31 and June
4. The IMD had in its onset
date forecast on May 15 said
that the monsoon is likely to hit
the southern state on June 5,
four days after its normal onset
date. The normal onset of
monsoon over Kerala is June 1.

However, a cyclonic circu-
lation over the Bay of Bengal is
likely to help in the progress 
of monsoon. 

“A low pressure area is
likely to form over southeast

and adjoining east central
Arabian Sea during May 31 to
June 4. In view of this, condi-
tions are very likely to become
favourable from June 1 for
onset of southwest monsoon
over Kerala,” the IMD said. 

It is also likely to intensify
into a cyclone but may 
not impact India’s west coast,
IMD said. According to the
IMD, the country is likely to
receive normal monsoon this
year.  “With the strengthening
of westerlies and increase in
convective clouds, the south-
west Monsoon has further

advanced into some parts of
Maldives-Comorin area, some
more parts of south Bay of
Bengal, remaining parts of
Andaman Sea and Andaman
Nicobar Islands,” it said. 

Another low pressure area is
likely to form over southeast and
adjoining east-central Arabian
Sea, close to the Indian coast
between May 31 and 4 June.

“Scattered low and medium
clouds with embedded intense
to very intense convection lay
over southeast and west central
Arabian Sea,” IMD said in its
cyclone bulletin for Thursday.
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Nearly 30 groups in India,
ranging from big industry

players to individual acade-
mics, are trying to develop vac-
cines to fight coronavirus,
Principal Scientific Adviser K
VijayRaghavan said on
Thursday.

Of these 30, 20 are work-
ing at a good pace, he said.

“About 30 groups in India,
big industry to individual aca-
demics are trying to develop
vaccines to fight COVID-19 of
which 20 are keeping a good
pace,” VijayRaghavan said at a
media briefing here.

He said vaccine develop-
ment currently takes nearly
10 years, but the aim the world
over is to find a vaccine for
coronavirus in a year even as he

added that “till today, we have
not observed any change in the
virus that alters its fundamen-
tal properties.”

He said designing new
drugs is a “very very big chal-
lenge” and just like a vaccine it
takes a very long time.

“Most attempts fail and
thus you have to try a lot,” said
VijayRaghavan.

He said start-ups and
acadamics have also got into
developing vaccines and spec-
ified that four categories of vac-
cines can be there.

For instance, MRNA vac-
cines, in which a component of
genetic material of the virus is
injected. Our body translates it
into viral protein and develops
immune system when the virus

attacks. Another is standard
vaccine in which weak version
of the virus is used while yet
another uses protein coding
region of the virus is attached to
the backbone of another virus
to develop vaccine, he said.

The scientist further elab-
orated that virus protein is
developed in the lab and is used
with another stimulant while
several companies are trying to
develop it on the backbone of
flu vaccine, it is in late pre-clin-
ical trial stage and may be by
October, pre-clinical trial
would conclude.

“Indian companies are col-
laborating with foreign com-
panies. Academics are also try-
ing to develop the vaccines.
The logistics of making the vac-
cine available to everyone will
be a big challenge,” said

About the drugs, he said,
drugs attack the virus chemi-
cally after it infects. This is a big
challenge, as the virus uses our
machinary to replicate. A drug
has to be designed to attack
only the virus.

“It has to attack the virus an
early stage. There are two broad
categories of drugs which can
be developed. It can be repur-
posed drugs or new drugs.
“Designing of new drugs is a
major channel.

“In India, in addition to
our science agencies, the CSIR
and AICTE have embarked on
drug discovery hackethon
where students are trained
with info on how to do com-
putational drug discovery, they
will get access to expensive
equipment.

“As for testing and diagno-
sis, a new kind of test is likely
to come up for testing of virus
particle presence. Several nucle-
ic acid tests have been devel-
oped, variations of RTPCR tests
have been developed. Then
there are antibody tests.

“If sensitivity and speci-
ficity of antibody tests are high,
they can be used to test at indi-
vidual level. Otherwise, they
can be used for community
surveillance purpose,”
explained the scientist.
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With no letup in the coro-
navirus cases whose

numbers have crossed over
1.60 lakhs and with over 4,000
mortalities, Dr K
Vijayraghavan, Principal
Scientific Adviser on Thursday
suggested that five measures
should be taken to prevent
spread of Covid-19 , till the time
its vaccine is developed. These
are maintaining hygiene, sur-
face cleaning, physical distanc-
ing, tracking and testing in the
absence of drugs and vaccine,
he said at a Press briefing here.

“The disease spreads as
our immune response takes a
little longer and the virus by
that time overwhelmes us. The
vaccine is given to those who
are not infected, that’s why safe-
ty is important. It usually takes
10 to 15 years to develop vac-

cines at a cost of 200-300 mil-
lion dollars.

However, the five steps
suggested by the senior scien-
tist to keep the covid-19 at bay
elude densely populated coun-
tries like India which has most
of its people living below
poverty line, people have poor
hygiene habits because of many
reasons and have the lowest
Covid-19 testing rate per mil-

lion in the world.
The migration of workers

as well as arrivals of stranded
Indians from abroad coupled
with the easing of the lockdown
has just added to the mounting
tally of the cases.

In fact, experts say that the
cases are likely to witness sharp
spike in near future. Dr V
Ravi, Head of Neurovirology,
National Institute of Mental
Health & Neuro Sciences
(NIMHANS) and nodal officer
in the Karnataka Health Task
Force for COVID-19 cautioned
that there will be a spike in
COVID-19 cases after
Lockdown 4.0 ends which is
after May 31, 2020.

“The country has not yet
witnessed the spike in cases.
The numbers will go up from
June onwards after Lockdown
4.0 ends on May 31, and there
will be community spread,” he

said as per a report.
Dr Ghanshyam Pangtey,

professor at the medicine
department at Lady Hardinge
Medical College had told a
news agency that once the
virus covers up to 30 per cent
of population, possibly in the
next four to five months, the
situation will become very dif-
ficult to handle with the limit-
ed resources.

According to the Union
Health Ministry, number of
cases under active medical
supervision is 86,110. So far, a
total of 67,691 people has been
cured. In the last 24 hours,
3,266 patients were found
cured. This takes our total
recovery rate to 42.75 per cent,
said a statement issued here by
the Ministry. Also, India’s fatal-
ity rate is much lower than the
world average of 6.36 per cent,
it said.
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Principal Scientific Adviser
Dr K  Vijayraghavan on

Thursday said the RT-PCR test
— the gold standard in India—
looks for viral genetic materi-
al but soon a test that detects
the viral particle’s presence is
on the anvil.

“As for testing and diagno-
sis, a new kind of test is likely
to come up for testing of virus
particle presence. Several
nucleic acid tests have been
developed, variations of RT-
PCR tests have been developed.
Then there are antibody tests.

“If sensitivity and speci-
ficity of antibody tests are high,
they can be used to test at indi-
vidual level. Otherwise, they
can be used for community
surveillance purpose,” said  Dr
Vijayraghavan, at a media brief-
ing here.

Dr VK Paul, member of the
Niti Ayog and chairman of the
Empowered Group 1 said that
at least 20 Indian companies are
now producing diagnostic kits.
“India will be able to produce
5 lakh indigenous kits daily by
July,” he said, adding the man-
ufacturers will be able to export
after the domestic demands
are fully met.

Till last month, India had
been heavily dependent on
other countries as it had been
importing the testing kits.

However, now the local man-
ufacturers too have jumped in
the fray in a big way.

To bring the scientists and
laboratories in touch with pri-
vate firms to produce millions
of testing kits, including around
10 million rapid antibody tests
that offer quick results is being
done under the project called
Consortium for affordable and
rapid diagnostics (CARD),
spearheaded by the NITI
Aayog and the Central
Government’s Department of
Biotechnology.

The first goal of project
CARD will be to churn out at
least 10 million or 1 crore

rapid antibody tests for Covid-
19 by July 2020. 

The final aim is to make
India a diagnostic export pow-
erhouse by the end of 2020. It
also seeks to bolster India’s
capabilities in manufacturing
reagents, probes, primers, and
other components needed for
diagnostics.

“The final frontier for the
fight against Covid-19 is sci-
ence and technology. The base
of our institutions of science
and technology, bio-tech and
pharma industry is strong. The
entire infrastructure is engaged
in the war against Covid-19,”
said Dr Paul.
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HRD Minister Ramesh
Pokhriyal Nishank on

Thursday interacted with
Heads of more than 45,000
Higher Educational Institutions
across the country through
Webinar hosted by National
Assessment and Accreditation
Council (NAAC), Bengaluru. 

While lauding the initiatives
taken by NAAC at this time of
the pandemic, Pokhriyal called
upon the HEIs in the country to
treat the current situation as an
opportunity to overcome limi-
tations in the system. 

He called upon the educa-
tionists, students, parents to
switch-over to the online
method and make the most of
the situation so that the acad-
emic session of the students
and the HEIs are not inter-
rupted. He said there is an
urgent need to improve and
enhance the Online ecosystem
in India & educators should
contribute to enhance the reach
so that online education reach-
es even the rural areas. 

The Minister addressed
and Interacted with a galaxy of
Academicians comprising par-
ticipation from Vice
Chancellors/Registrars/Profess
ors/IQAC heads/Principals/
Faculty from across the Nation.

In the hour long interaction
and address, the Union Minister
reflected on various issues and
concerns raised by educationists
related to Academic Calendar,
Online Education, examina-
tions, Fees, Mental health of stu-
dents, problems of students,
fellowships, NEET, entrance
examinations etc. He dwelt
upon at length on the initiatives
taken by the Government with
regard to Swayam Prabha,
Deeksharambh, Paramarsh and
a host of other special initiatives
taken during the pandemic
period. 

He also urged all Higher
Educational Institutions to take
part in NAAC accreditation
process. He reiterated that the
Prime Minister of India Shri
Narendra Modi is very con-
cerned about the well being of
Higher Educational Institutions

and assured of all help in fur-
thering the academic activities
of student fraternity. 

The Union Minister asked
all Universities to constitute a
special cell which will be
empowered to address the
issues of students related to aca-
demic calendar and examina-
tions arising out of special cir-
cumstances due to Covid 19. 

He said that a task force has
been created in UGC and
NCERT to resolve the different
issues of students. Nishank
assured that Ministry is 
committed to provide all 
assistance to students in the
time of crisis. 

During the interaction the
Union Minister highlighted
the process of how the new ses-
sion will be commenced, at the
same time he specified that the
priority will be given to the
safety of the students.  

He called educational fra-
ternity as Corona Warriors
because in this extraordinary
situation they are working
round the clock to provide
quality education to students.
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Aforensic team of National
Investigation Agency

(NIA) has reached Pulwama
where a car fitted with an IED
with an estimated 40-45 kg of
RDX was blasted in situ by the
bomb disposal squad early 
on Thursday.

A Pulwama-like terror plot
is being touted to have been
averted by destroying the
explosives-laden vehicle and
the forensic team lifted various
samples from the incident site
for scientific testing and analy-
sis into the type of explosives
and detonators fitted into the
IED, sources said.

While the case has not
been handed over the NIA
officially, the investigation is
likely to be taken over by the
federal anti-terror probe agency
soon, they said.  

According to preliminary
information gathered by the
agencies, the car was driven by

a Hizbul Mujahideen terrorist
who escaped after initial fire-
fight with the security forces.
The Santro car had a fake
number plate and the registra-
tion number was that of a two
wheeler registered at Kathua of
Jammu zone.  

Initial inputs suggest a
Pakistan-based terrorist of the
Jaish-e-Mohammad, Walid,
who is an expert in fabricating
IEDs, could have been involved
in developing the bomb for det-
onation by the occupants of the
now destructed car.

The pattern is similar to
Pulwama-I in which Pak ter-
rorist groups JeM and LeT
had planned and helped in fab-
rication of the IED which was
blasted by a local boy who
acted as a fidayeen and
rammed the Maruti Eeco car
packed with explosives on a
convoy of the CRPF in
February last year killing 40
paramilitary men and injuring
several others.

New Delhi: BJP national
spokesperson Sambit Patra has
been admitted to a private
hospital in Gurugram after he
showed symptoms of Covid-19,
sources said. He is admitted to
the Medanta hospital in
Gurgaon, hospital sources said.

The BJP leader has shown
symptoms of Covid-19, a
source said. Patra is one of the
most visible BJP faces on news
channels. He is also very active
on social media and posted
several tweets on Thursday as
well. PTI

New Delhi: The BJP on
Thursday accused the Congress
of “seeking benefit from chal-
lenges” the country is facing
currently, and said the opposi-
tion party is indulging in “polit-
ical slander” which is “unfor-
tunate but expected”.

Senior BJP leader and
Union Minister Smriti Irani’s
hard-hitting counter attack on
the Congress came after oppo-
sition party president Sonia
Gandhi took a swipe at the
Modi Government, saying the
entire country has heard the
cries of pain of migrants except
the Centre.

Gandhi also urged the
Centre to unlock its coffers to
help those affected by the coro-
navirus-induced lockdown.
Reacting strongly to Gandhi’s
remarks, Irani said, “It is unfor-
tunate that when the nation
needs to stand united against
the Covid-19 pandemic, certain
political parties are seeking
benefit from challenges the
country faces”. 

The Union Minister assert-
ed that Governments across
States, including those ruled by
the Congress, are “witness to and
have benefitted” from the Rs 1.76
lakh crore ‘PM Garib Kalyan

Yojna’. The scheme has support-
ed some of the weakest segments
of our society, she added. 

“In this hour of crisis, the
Centre and States, including dis-
trict authorities, have converged
their efforts. And for the
Congress at this time to indulge
in political slander is unfortu-
nate but expected,” Irani said.
The Congress president in a
video message, posted as part of
her party’s ‘Speak Up India’
campaign launched on
Thursday, also demanded that
the Government should provide
Rs 7,500 to each needy family
for the next six months. PTI
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Three days ahead of
Lockdown-4 to end, Cabinet

Secretary Rajiv Gauba on
Thursday held a meeting with
Chief Secretaries of States, and
13 Municipal Commissioners
and District Magistrates of most
Covid-19-affected cities. 

These 13 cities, including
Delhi, Mumbai, Chennai and
Kolkata, are having 70 per cent
of the positive cases in India.

The meeting is seen impor-
tant as Prime Minister
Narendra Modi will address the
nation on May 31, Sunday
through his radio talk Mann Ki
Baat. As Prime Minister’s
address is not fixed on other
days, it is widely expected that
he will announce the way for-
ward after May 31, the day the
Lockdown-4 regulations ends. 

“The meeting bears signif-
icance as these 13 cities are con-
sidered to be the worst
Coronavirus-affected locations
and constitute about 70 per

cent of the positive cases in the
country. The 13 focus cities are
Mumbai, Chennai, Delhi / New
Delhi, Ahmedabad, Thane,
Pune, Hyderabad, Kolkata /
Howrah, Indore (Madhya
Pradesh), Jaipur, Jodhpur,
Chengalpattu and Thiruvallur
(Tamil Nadu). The measures
taken by the officials and the
staff of the municipal corpo-
rations for the management of
Covid-19 cases were reviewed
in the meeting,” the Cabinet
Secretariat said in a statement. 

Health Secretaries of the
States also attended the high-
level meeting chaired by
Gauba. The Cabinet Secretary
stressed for the containment of
zones and demarcating these
areas geographically for imple-
mentation of strict protocols to
prevent the pandemic. He also

urged the States to doubling of
the tests on people. 

“Centre has stressed that
containment zones are to be geo-
graphically defined based on fac-
tors like mapping of cases and
contacts and their geographical
dispersion. This would enable in
demarcating a well defined
perimeter and enforcing the
strict protocol of lockdown.
Municipal corporations can
decide if residential colonies,
mohallas, municipal wards or
police-station areas, municipal
zones, towns can be designated
as containment zones, as
required. The cities were advised
that the area should be appro-
priately defined by the district
administration and local urban
body with technical inputs from
local level,” the Cabinet
Secretariat maintained. 
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Even as Italy, Belgium and
France have stopped usage

of Hydroxychloroquine (HCQ)
amid WHO’s concerns over its
safety aspects, India on
Thursday reiterated that it will
continue to use it as it has been
recommended as prophylaxis
with full responsibility, and as
per the clinical protocol the
drug might be used for thera-
peutics also.

“Several trials have been
done on the use of HCQ, it is
also being done in India. Our
experience so far is that as per
the current guidelines for its
use by frontline workers, its
benefits outweigh any risks.
More research will throw light
on new aspects, on the basis of
which further decisions will be
taken,” said Dr VK Paul, Niti
Aayog member, at a routine
Press briefing here.

Paul also mentioned a few
more medicines and therapies,
which are in advance stage of
trial for Covid-19 which has
infected over 1.60 lakhs and
killed over 4,000 people.

He said,”On the drug front,
we tried many medicines,
including oral medicine

Favipiravir, plant-based medi-
cine ACQH, Itolizumab (Also
used for arthritis) BCG vaccine
Micro-Bacterium W,
Convalescent Plasma, Arbidol,
and HCQ besides Ramdesivir.
Eight vaccine candidates are
being tried.”

ICMR Director General
Dr Balram Bhargava too had
said India would continue to
use HCQ as prophylaxis despite
its suspension from the soli-
darity trial of Covid-19.
Scientists are studying these
drugs and therapies, both in
and out of the solidarity trial.

On May 26, WHO
Director General Tedros
Adhanom Ghebreyesus had
announced “a temporary
pause” in clinical trial of HCQ
on Covid-19 patients, while the
safety data of the anti-malaria
drug was being reviewed.

This had prompted the
three of the countries hardest
hit by coronavirus infections to
put  a break on the large trial
of the drug .  
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New Delhi: Dr K
Viijayraghavan said If we want
to develop vaccine in one
year, than parallel processing
has to be done. “Hundred vac-
cines are being tested, instead
of one.  Simultaneously, we
have to go fast on the regula-
tory process without com-
promising quality. We have to
have manufacturing capabili-
ty without compromising our
standard immunising pro-
gramme.”

He added we have to have
a distribution system ready.
“This will require investment
of 2 to 3 billion dollars, which
is currently being done by the
world. Our vaccine manufac-
turing is top class, of the three
standard immunising vac-
cines, two are produced in
India.” PNS
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After some intense physical
showdown between the
Indian and Chinese sol-
diers at the Line of Control
(LAC), attempts are now

being made by Beijing to dial down the
conflict. A Chinese Foreign Ministry
spokesperson said recently that the sit-
uation at the border with India is “over-
all stable and controllable” and that both
countries have “proper mechanisms
and communication channels” to
resolve the issues through “dialogue”
and “consultation.” China’s apparent
attempt to de-escalate tensions at the
border is as quintessential a leaf from
its strategic playbook as its attempt to
escalate it in the first place. A few famil-
iar patterns apropos earlier such
endeavours cannot be missed. 

The timing of the flare-up is, per-
haps, the most predictable one. A pan-
demic-stricken world has been
brought down to its knees and India
has surpassed China’s Coronavirus
tally. It has now climbed into the top
10 countries worst-hit by the pandem-
ic. To recall, in 2014, when Chinese
troops intruded deep into the Indian
territory even as Premier Xi Jinping
was on a State visit to India, it baffled
many. Why would Beijing do that? If
anything, it only harmed the purpose
of the ongoing bilateral talks. By now,
China’s strategic charade of mixing
wrong signals with publicly-percepti-
ble good intentions is all too known.
Physical assertion with an intention to
send a political message that points
south, deliberate obfuscation to pre-
vent perception build-up, interna-
tional grandstanding and the choice of
an opportune time — all of this col-
lectively constitute the Middle
Kingdom’s new approach to heighten
tensions. But there is a marked simi-
larity that runs across modern China’s
strategic behaviour. 

In its strategic playbook, it avoids
“strength” and attacks “weakness.” As
the world reels under the Corona pan-
demic, China seems to have con-
trolled the spread of the virus and has
now resorted to practising aggressive
behaviour, thus rattling other countries.
It has waged conflicts on multiple
fronts. Border tension with India along
the LAC has escalated; two new munic-
ipal districts to control the disputed
Paracel and Spratly islands has been
declared; military confrontation with
Malaysia and Vietnam in the South
China Sea, too, has been launched.
Besides, China  has approved a contro-
versial legislation in Hong Kong to
undermine its autonomy. This, in clear
violation of the initial terms of agree-
ment between Britain and China that
the former’s autonomy shall be pre-

served until at least 50 years. 
Furthermore, there’s an obvi-

ous cold war 2.0 on with the US.
Wolf warrior diplomacy has
been launched world over as a
pre-emptive effort to counter crit-
icism and questions of account-
ability. It is also resisting a glob-
al call for an unbiased probe into
the origin of the Coronavirus.
Above all, Xi has called upon the
People’s Liberation Army (PLA)
to “prepare for war.” All such
instances have come to test
China’s strategic transition into a
“great power.” As countries look
inward to deal with their eco-
nomic, political and strategic
problems arising due to the
spread of the virus, China con-
siders this as its moment to test
the limits of “power transition
hypothesis.” But in many ways,
how China acts during the pan-
demic will define its future
course as a “great power.”

In the ongoing standoff with
India, too, traits clearly point to
the aforementioned test-of-its-
power transition. China has
opened multiple fronts of conflict
along the LAC; at least one of
them is a hitherto uncontested
region, the Naku La Pass in north
Sikkim. There are a few other
peculiarities that set the ongoing
border flare-up apart from ear-
lier skirmishes. The number of
PLA troops camped near the
LAC  is estimated to be some-
where in between 5,000 and
10,000. 

Although India has matched
Chinese encampments and
numbers, this is perhaps a new
high of troop build-up by the lat-
ter in the absence of any unilat-

eral aggression by the former.
The military build-up and
China’s refusal to recede is geared
towards “political signalling”
than to “protect” an apparent
incursion into India. This subtle
packaging comes at a time when
India is scrambling to improve
border infrastructure and con-
nectivity in border areas. In the
current context, the strategic
importance of the Darbuk-
Shyok-DBO road, that brings
India within an eight kilometre
range of the strategically impor-
tant Karakoram Pass, cannot be
overstated.

Steps from either side point
to a long-drawn confrontation.
While the two sides match in
troop numbers that mirror each
other, certain factors suggest
that neither side will be too quick
to withdraw from strategic posi-
tions. Chinese troops remain
entrenched in bunkers along
with a fleet of heavy vehicles and
monitoring equipment.
Helicopter movement close to
the LAC has also been monitored
by the Indian side. India, too,
scrambled two fighter jets along
the LAC in Ladakh. Besides,
Army Chief MM Naravane paid
a visit to Leh, the headquarters
of 14 Corps in Ladakh, for a
security review of the sensitive
sector amid tensions. Perhaps
this suggests that the best way to
resolve the present standoff is
through established mechanism
at the military and governmen-
tal level, howsoever ineffective
these mechanisms may be. 

Chinese behaviour along
the LAC points to a familiar pat-
tern vis-a-vis India. Just like its

traditional medical practice
acupuncture, it is pressing certain
points. Its assertions may often
be intended to solve a deeper or
a different issue. In the present
case, unprovoked assertions
along the LAC can be linked to
a few decisions taken by India in
recent times, which may have
perturbed China. Among them
is the Indian Government’s deci-
sion to implement three impor-
tant recommendations relating to
border infrastructure that was
made by the Shekatkar
Committee in 2016. Specifically,
the work on the Sela tunnel (con-
necting Tezpur in Assam to
Tawang) is in full swing. Once
completed, it will provide all-
weather connectivity to an
important frontier with China in
the Kameng sector. Such projects
are also on to connect Zanskar
Valley and Ladakh. The Nimu-
Padam-Darcha road being con-
structed across the Sinkunla
Pass could have have been points
of concern for China, too. 

Other factors that could
have perturbed Beijing include
New Delhi’s decision to change
FDI norms for countries sharing
land border with India. This
could potentially impact how
China invests in India. The vir-
tual presence of two BJP MPs at
the swearing-in ceremony of
the Taiwanese leader has also
irked Beijing. Lastly, India’s sup-
port to the global call for a
WHO-led probe into the origin
of the Coronavirus is a cause, too. 

From India’s point of view,
the transgressions, including
ones at previously uncontested
patrol areas, like the Naku La

Pass, point towards a wider con-
flicting arc. To that end, Chinese
strategy along the LAC has pre-
ferred horizontal to vertical esca-
lation, where scaling up of con-
flict at the local level has been the
preferred strategy. 

India’s options in the current
standoff are limited. First, and
perhaps the most likely way to
resolve the tension, is by repeat-
ing the Doklam strategy. It
should resolutely wait until both
sides decide to de-escalate.
However, under no circum-
stances should India negotiate  on
settled areas like the Naku La
Pass. This will not only increase
the possibility for China to hor-
izontally escalate against India
but would also dilute India’s
sacrosanct nature of “sovereign-
ty” apropos a modern state. This
is precisely what makes the cur-
rent standoff different and more
fraught than previous ones. Since
both sides have laid claim to a
new area as their “sovereign
part”, possibilities of de-escalation
are high. India can press other
weak points of China to compel
desired State behaviour if LAC is
too sensitive a matter. Adopting
the Indo-Pacific strategy to chart
a future strategy in Asia as an
emerging global power is a low-
hanging fruit. Among other
steps, raising a global pitch on
China’s other interests or deci-
sions that run counter to Indian
interests can be considered. It is,
perhaps, time to turn a new page
in dealing with China.

(The writer is deputy 
director, KIIPS, Bhubaneswar,
and research fellow, ICWA, 
New Delhi)
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Sir — Swarms of locusts have
been destroying crops across
western and central India. This
is the worst such attack in three
decades. With a speed of 150 km
per day, these creatures have
been rampaging farms across
Uttar Pradesh, Rajasthan,
Maharashtra, Gujarat and other
States. Concerns about them
harming farm output have been
raised. The solace is that with the
harvest season over, rabi crops
have not been affected and most
monsoon-fed crops are yet to be
sowed. But this does not mean
that they are harmless.

Cotton, summer pulses and
vegetables have already suffered
in some regions. With agriculture
fields remaining bare right now,
the insects have made their way
to urban areas. This poses anoth-
er set of problems.  The
Government is using specialised
spraying machines and plans are
on to deploy 60 specialised insec-
ticide sprayers to kill the swarms.
But what is needed is for us to
shift to sustainable policies for an
equitable future.

Shikha
Via email

�
��	��������

Sir — This refers to the editor-
ial, “Up in the sky” (May 27).
The Uddhav Thackeray-led
Maharashtra Government has

said that the Centre “arbitrarily”
took the decision to allow
domestic flight operations and
that “no consultation” was made
with the State. Meanwhile, the
Civil Aviation Ministry has said

that Maharashtra, like all other
States, agreed to allow domestic
civil aviation operations. 

In an email response to the
Centre, the Maharashtra
Government has said that

restrictions on the movement of
people and transport are in
place in important cities such as
Mumbai and Pune. Political
blame games aside, such a big
decision should have not been
taken by the Centre before con-
sulting the States. 

MN Musaeed Jogeshwari 
Mumbai
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Sir — Bollywood actor Sonu
Sood deserves all the praise for
arranging buses for the migrant
workers so that they reach their
home States safely. His team has
even set up a toll-free number.
In personal capacity, he has
been doing what the
Government —  both Central
and States — had promised to
do. To see a member of the film
fraternity take such decisive
steps during the outbreak of a
deadly virus is unusual. It is to
be seen if his colleagues, many
of whom hold immense wealth,
follow his example? 

Babu Tanda Rampur
Uttar Pradesh
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Owing to the lockdown necessitated by the
COVID-19 pandemic, the Centre has
deferred the National Population Register

(NPR) updation exercise and the first phase of
Census 2021, both of which were scheduled to start
in April. Census operations in India had hitherto
been conducted in an unbroken chain since 1881.
The only exceptions were in Assam in 1981 due to
Statewide protests against illegal immigration from
Bangladesh and in Jammu and Kashmir in 1991 due
to law and order problems.

India’s census, comprising house listing oper-
ations, where all the houses, irrespective of use, are
identified and population enumeration, is one of the
largest administrative exercises undertaken any-
where in the world. In the present context, given
how the virus is spreading its tentacles, it is imprac-
tical to send census enumerators to households to
collect and validate any information. 

The census-NPR debate: Before the pandem-
ic struck, the emphasis on conducting a joint cen-
sus and NPR updation exercise, riding on the house
listing operations, had faced considerable debate and
criticism owing to the recently-enacted Citizenship
Amendment Act (CAA) intertwined with the
Government’s open commitment to the National
Register of Citizens (NRC).

Linking of the census and NPR raises techni-
cal and operational questions. In 2011, the NPR
tagged to the house-listing schedule had serious cov-
erage issues, with about 60 million people missing.
The fact that the NPR data is certainly not required
for targetting purposes, the question that arises then
relates to its utility since it is collected at enormous
physical and financial costs when Aadhaar-based
biometric identification numbers with higher cov-
erage are already available. Moreover, since the
Government has not revealed the existing NPR to
public scrutiny, all insistence on its accuracy is mere-
ly a conjecture, validating apprehensions over the
NPR being the base for the NRC. The census-NPR
debate has become intertwined with other contro-
versies over official Government data. This has por-
trayed the present decade as disastrous for public
data in India and warrants an urgent response to
uphold the integrity and credibility of our statisti-
cal institutions. 

The political economy of official data and har-
nessing ICT: Experiences from recent years suggest
that the Government itself shied away from accept-
ing various official statistics on employment, con-
sumption, sanitation, and so on, owing to the inabil-
ity of the Government, NITI Aayog and other
departments to produce credible reports on account
of method and comparability, adhering to the con-
sistent macro picture. Apart from concealment and
postponement of Government reports, if and
when these are released, they are done so with mul-
tiple disclaimers. 

As a result, the entire process makes the reports
virtually unusable. This is further amplified by bla-
tant withholding of administrative data often man-
aged by big private consultants. For several years,
not much has been done to fix this lacuna.

To reform the Indian statistical system, the pre-
sent Government prepared the Draft National
Statistical Commission (NSC) Bill, 2019. This Bill
is aimed at empowering the NSC to effectively for-
mulate policies, priorities and standards on statis-
tical matters. Further, a Five-year Vision 2019-2024
for the National Statistical System has been published
by the Ministry of Statistics and Programme
Implementation (MoSPI). The NITI Aayog on its

part has proposed a National Data and
Analytics Platform (NDAP). These efforts
demonstrate a growing acknowledge-
ment of the need for the use of digital tech-
nology, which would democratise access
to holistic and coherent public
Government data on a real-time basis.

Thus, going forward, it appears that
the era of Industry 4.0, Artificial
Intelligence (AI), blockchain and gig
economy would require extensive utilisa-
tion of ICT. This would enable quick and
smooth harnessing of new sources of data,
including payroll data, GIS data and big
data generated using mobile communica-
tions, social media interactions and dig-
itally-enabled transactions.

A departure from the past census
exercise for census 2021 is that these oper-
ations will be carried out with handheld
devices for prompt scrutiny and transfer
of data to secure centralised servers.
While this is certainly a progressive
move, India must further take a cue from
the experience of many countries in
their responses to COVID-19 to tackle
data-related exigencies concerning citizens
registries. 

In the US, the ongoing census 2020
(https://2020census.gov/) operations have
been made fully online, ensuring account-
ability and credibility. Importantly, this has
made the exercise open, inclusive and
incorporative of citizens in these challeng-
ing times. No wonder, the census exercise
in the US appears more as a celebration
on social media, where its citizens are
proudly enrolling and actively participat-
ing, whereas, in India, the whole exercise
displays apprehensions and policy vacu-
um.

There is no time to lose. The existing
initiatives by the Government on harness-
ing ICT, such as Pro-Active Governance
and Timely Implementation (PRAGATI),
Digital India and JAM Trinity, need to be
leveraged to carry out and continue the
historic census exercise of 2021, as well as

to restore the credibility of our statistical
institutions.

COVID-19, data and the State:
There is no denying that the pandemic can
only be fought with real-time information
and aggregated data collected using cut-
ting-edge technology and with the use of
the internet, phones, ICT, location data
and so on. This will help in the manda-
tory surveillance of each citizen in the
extended lockdown period to enforce the
necessary social distancing, isolation,
tracing, delivery of essential services and
welfare, the functioning of the economy
and society and, more importantly in
ensuring health and medical facilities. 

This calls for a full-fledged citizen dig-
ital literacy programme under Digital
India, utilising the lockdown time to hand-
hold each citizen. In other words, the time
for ensuring universal digital literacy,
learning and application is now or never.
During the pandemic, the amount of con-
structive and willing enrolment and sup-
port from each citizen, community, pri-
vate sector and civil society, which will
provide for such universal enumeration
and registry by the Government, will be
enormous and worth attempting. For now,
the fallout of non-withdrawal of the
State’s power over data and surveillance
remains a valid yet distant worry.

The way forward: The fight against
the pandemic has taught us the real impor-
tance of data and statistical systems with
a robust ecosystem for innovation and
accountability. Empowerment of the
severely-underfunded and understaffed
Indian statistical system requires urgent
and large investments in technical and
human resources. 

Also, a real-time and dynamic data-
base of unemployed, migrant and infor-
mal sector workers would immensely help
in aiding the most vulnerable and mar-
ginalised sections that are excluded from
any support from the Government in the
absence of their up-to-date registry. This

would, in future, help to avoid situations
like the current plight of internal migrants
trekking along the highways to reach their
home villages and small towns, in the face
of the transportation and economic lock-
down.

The census provides migration data
at the district and town level, so holding
it every five years instead of the present
decadal system should be considered.
Organising an intercensal survey, as done
in many countries, can also mitigate this
deficiency in the Indian data system to a
large extent. 

Improving the credibility of official
statistics would take a broad consensus
and effective leadership. Disentangling the
overlapping functions of statistical bod-
ies like the NSC and MoSPI and creating
coherence and cohesiveness in their
duties and responsibilities is required.

To enable evidence-based policy-
making, planning and implementation,
adapting ICT at par with global standards
is required by the system of official sta-
tistics in India. A universal digital India
push now can lay the foundation of real-
time data and modern architecture. This
will go a long way in realising the vision
of ‘New India’ and a $5 trillion economy.
Further, postponement of NPR and only
doing the first phase of the 2021 census
work will be a logical step to ensure that
the timeline for the population count in
March 2021 is not altered. The challenges
for data, posed by the pandemic, CAA-
NPR-NRC and the reluctance of the
Government to release official data, needs
to be tackled urgently. Besides this, the
NSC should be made an independent and
dynamic body led by professionals to
ensure availability of credible, accessible
and legible statistics to empower policy-
makers with quality data to make India the
world guru.

(Kumar is Director, IMPRI and
Mohanan is former acting Chairperson of
the NSC and mentor, IMPRI.)
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Every morning I wake up to a few
messages on Sayfty’s social media
pages. Usually, these are requests

for help and read like, “I know a girl
who is facing domestic violence (DV),
please can you help?” One person asks,
“Hey, do you help in the lockdown too?
I have been going through domestic
violence for four years and it’s been
horrible.” My team and I get busy sup-
porting victims of domestic violence,
getting them the help they need.

More than 90 countries are under
lockdown with four billion people con-

fined to their homes. However, little do
most people realise that for millions of
women, “home” is not a safe place dur-
ing a lockdown. As the world scram-
bled to flatten the Coronavirus curve,
the DV curve surged across the globe.
In France, DV cases increased by 30
per cent while  in Argentina, emer-
gency calls regarding DV increased by
25 per cent, Cyprus and Singapore
helplines registered an increase in calls
of 30-33 per cent. The UK, US, Spain,
India and other countries, have all wit-
nessed a rise in violence at home.

Lockdowns have trapped women
and girls with abusive partners. They
are isolated and cut off from support
networks and resources. Victims are no
longer able to pick up the phone and
call for help because they are being
watched by the abuser constantly.
They are unable to step out of that door
and seek support. 

The truth is that DV has persist-
ed in our homes for generations. A fact
most of us choose to ignore. DV, like

all forms of abuse, is about power. And
during this pandemic, men are using
violence to control women’s minds,
bodies, economic capacities and
mobility. It is a deliberate action car-
ried out against the victim with a sense
of entitlement over their bodies. And
nothing can or should justify violence
against women/girls.

So, what have countries done so
far to address DV during this pandem-
ic?

France is offering hotel rooms for
victims of abuse. The Government will
pay for 20,000 hotel nights for victims
and put in place approximately 20
counselling centres at stores across the
country in order for women to be able
to seek help when they run errands.

In Germany, the Green Party’s
parliamentary leader, Katrin Göring-
Eckardt, said she feared for the lives of
thousands of women trapped with vio-
lent partners and called on the
Government to free up money for safe
houses.

In Greece, officials said they were
stepping up a campaign to help
women cope with problems clearly
emerging from the issue of confine-
ment.

A prosecutor in Trento, Italy, has
ruled that in cases of DV the abuser
must leave the family home and not
the victim.

In India the National Commission
for Women has launched a WhatsApp
number (+91 7217735372) to facilitate
quick and increased reporting, taking
cognisance of the increase in violence. 

So, the big question is, what can
a citizen do as a bystander?

Now more than ever, bystander
intervention is vital. Each one of us,
even under a lockdown, can actively
intervene online or in the offline
space if we see someone experiencing
harassment or violence. Here are five
ways that can help citizens speak out,
identify, engage or respond to a situ-
ation of domestic abuse.

Delegate: Which means get help

from someone else. For example, in
India, you can dial 100 for the police
or 181 to connect to the women’s
helpline number after checking with
the person facing harassment or abuse.

Delay: Wait for the incident to be
over and then check in with the per-
son harassed or abused. You can call
the person, message them or use
another creative way to check on them
like through a chat feature on an online
game and so on.

Distract: Is to use an indirect
approach to de-escalate the situation
and divert the attention of the abuser
away from the violence to give the vic-
tim a break. A common way to do this,
if the incident is happening in your
neighbourhood, is to ring the bell and
ask to borrow something, like a cup of
milk. The famous #RingTheBell cam-
paign by Breakthrough is a classic
example of how to distract an abuser.

Document: You can document
the violence using your phone or a
camera. Remember, while document-

ing the incident, try to film undercov-
er and give the videos and photos to
the person facing the violence. Consent
is important. Let them decide what to
do with it.

Direct: Speak up when you see a
incident of DV. You can do so by nam-
ing the behaviour. You can say,
“Domestic violence is a crime.” Name
what you see. “It looks like she is phys-
ically hurt and very scared.” Ask the
abuser a question, “Why are you
beating her?”

A word of caution: When inter-
vening, please ensure your own safe-
ty first. If you don’t feel safe interven-
ing, get help. Be vigilant. DV, most of
the time, is occurring behind closed
doors and is less talked about. In fact
in India, less than 14 per cent of
women who have experienced phys-
ical or sexual violence seek help.

While a majority of us are follow-
ing the shelter-in place order, many
first responders like postal workers,
garbage collectors, food delivery staff

are out and about through neighbor-
hoods doing their jobs. They may have
an opportunity to detect violence and
report to the authorities. If you know
of someone facing violence, ask them
how they would prefer to connect? Stay
in touch with them through creative
ways. Once you have safely established
a way to connect, help them find a DV
shelter or a helpline number. Think
through a safety plan with the victim.
One safety plan does not fit all. Abuse,
harassment and violence is different in
each incident. Each situation is unique
and will require a different interven-
tion.

These are difficult and unusual
times for all. While we are physically
cut away from each other, don’t let that
prevent you from raising your voice
and using your resources for another
pandemic called gender-based vio-
lence. When will we try to flatten this
persistent curve?

(The writer is founder and  CEO,
Sayfty) 
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An estimated 2.1 million
Americans applied for

unemployment benefits last
week despite the gradual
reopening of businesses around
the country, bringing the run-
ning total since the coron-
avirus shutdowns took hold in
mid-March to about 41 million,
the government said Thursday.

The figures underscored
the continuing damage to busi-
nesses and livelihoods from the
outbreak that has now killed at
least 100,000 people in the
U.S., more than the number of
Americans lost in the Vietnam
and Korean wars combined,
and more than 33 times the
death toll on 9/11. The U.S.
unemployment rate was 14.7%
in April, the highest since the
Great Depression.
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Japanese automobile major
Nissan Motor Company on

Thursday said closure of
Indonesian and Barcelona
plants; reducing the number of
models; rationalising produc-
tion capacities; cutting down
fixed costs by 300 billion Yen
are some of the measures
planned to achieve sustain-
able growth, financial stability
and profitability by the end of
fiscal 2023.Company also said
it will be exiting South Korea,
the Datsun business in Russia
and streamlining operations
in some markets in ASEAN. In
a statement the company said
the scalable plan will shift the
company’s strategy from its past
focus on inflated expansion.
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Around 71 per cent of
Indians believe the

Government’s over �20 lakh
crore stimulus package will
lead to economic recovery, a
study said. 

The Centre earlier this
month announced a mega
relief package to mitigate the
economic impact of the
COVID-19 crisis.  A vast
majority (71 per cent) of
Indians either agree or strong-
ly agree that the relief package
will lead to economic recovery,
the study by global market
research and data company
YouGov said.  

The survey was done
online by YouGov Omnibus
among 1,005 respondents in
India between May 19-22,
2020.  It found that respondents
from tier-III cities are more
likely to view this package
favourably (76 per cent) than
those from tier-I cities (67 per
cent).

Further, only 15 per cent
seem unhappy with the pack-
age. Dissatisfaction is the high-
est among people from the
south (21 per cent) as com-
pared to the other regional res-
idents, the survey said.
Similarly, tier-I residents (21
per cent) seem unhappier with
the offered benefits compared
to tier-II (14 per cent) and tier-
III (10 per cent) residents. 

Even though a majority
support the economic package,
fewer than half see it benefit-
ting them personally.  From the
various schemes, four in 10
urban Indians (43 per cent) feel
they are most likely to benefit
from the ‘increased public
expenditure on healthcare’ and
the ‘reduction of TDS/TCS
rates for non-salaried section’
(40 per cent).  One in three (33
per cent) see themselves ben-
efitting from the ‘extension of
credit linked subsidy scheme
for middle-income groups’,
‘starting of online courses by
top 100 universities’ (31 per

cent) and ‘interest subsidy for
small business under Mudra-
Sishu loans’ (30%), it added. 

Asked about the provi-
sions that could benefit the
underprivileged (migrants and
poor, among others), majority
of respondents (61 per cent)
believed ‘distribution of free
food grains’ is most likely to
work to their advantage.  

More than half (53 per
cent) were in support of ‘one
nation one ration card’ provi-
sion under which the govern-
ment has allowed inter-state
portability of ration cards. 

Although the Government
believes the economic package
will go a long way in realising
the idea of a self-reliant India,
only one-third (33 per cent) of
urban Indians think so, it said.  

Some think this package
will create new job opportuni-
ties (21 per cent), while others
see it giving a boost to the
smaller businesses (20 per cent)
or the rural economy (17 per
cent), the study added.
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Benchmark indices defied
gravity for the second

straight session on Thursday as
expiry of May series derivatives
contracts triggered across-the-
board buying amid firm glob-
al cues.    The 30-share BSE
Sensex rallied 595.37 points or
1.88 per cent to finish at
32,200.59. Similarly, the broad-
er NSE Nifty climbed 175.15
points or 1.88 per cent to
9,490.10. 

L&T was the top gainer in
the Sensex pack, spurting 6.17
per cent, followed by Hero
MotoCorp, IndusInd Bank,
HDFC Bank, Maruti, HDFC,
Tata Steel and ICICI Bank. 

ITC, SBI and Bharti Airtel
were the only laggards, slipping

up to 0.83 per cent. 
Benchmarks witnessed a

broad-based rally on account of
short-covering by market par-
ticipants as May series futures
and options (F&O) contracts
expired at the end of the ses-
sion, analysts said.

Further, domestic investors
took positive cues from most
global markets amid optimism
over the reopening of major
economies across the world. 

“A huge EU stimulus plan
provided a boost to European
shares while Asian shares were
affected by the US-China diplo-
matic issues. Indian markets
are banking on continued
resumption of economic activ-
ities, inspite of still high num-
ber of new infections.  

“Further stimulus mea-

sures are also expected to boost
demand in the economy and
help the most impacted sectors
to recover.  Market is rising on
the back of expectations while
there has been little change in
ground realities,” said Vinod
Nair, Head of Research at
Geojit Financial Services. 

All sectoral indices ended
on a positive note, with BSE
capital goods index surging
5.11 per cent, followed by auto,
industrials, finance, realty,
bankex and metal. 

Broader BSE mid-cap and
small-cap indices rallied up to
1.42 per cent.  Global equities
remained buoyant on eco-
nomic recovery hopes, with US’
Dow Jones closing above the
25,000-level for the first time
since March. 
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New Delhi: Western Railway is
taking all best possible efforts
to prevent the spread of Covid
19 pandemic. 

The real fight against
Corona pandemic is being
ensured at various fronts over
Western railway in the form of
transportation of essential
commodities through parcel
special & goods trains, carry-

ing lakhs of migrant 
labourers to their native 
States through shramik special
trains. 

Operation of special trains
for general passengers, mission
food distribution for free meals
to needy & helpless persons &
inhouse preparation of Masks,
sanitizers, PPEs etc. 

In order to step up pre-

ventive measures against the
coronavirus infection, masks
and sanitisers are prepared
inhouse at all the six divisions
of WR.

These masks and sanitis-
ers are used by not just railway
officials and RPF who are
involved in the day to day
working of the freight and
passengers movements
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Finance Minister Nirmala Sitharaman on Thursday launched
a facility for instant allotment of online PAN on furnishing

of Aadhaar details.    The Budget 2020-21 had proposed to launch
a system under which Permanent Account Number shall be
instantly allotted online on the basis of Aadhaar without filling
up the detailed application form as it sought to further ease the
process of PAN allotment. 
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Union Minister  Nit in
Gadkari on Thursday

said there is a need to decon-
gest the financial capital as
the densely populated city is
facing “disastrous conse-
quences”, referring to mount-
ing coronavirus cases.

Gadkari, the road trans-
port minister, also offered to
allocate plots for Dharavi’s
tanneries along the upcoming
Mumbai-Delhi express high-
way.

In comments that come
amid reports that many
including migrants battling
hunger due to the pandemic,

Gadkari also said that food
warehouses are overflowing
and grains are rotting as well.

It can be noted that the
financial capital is the most
affected in terms of number
of virus cases, accounting for
over a fifth of the overall
COVID-19 infections in the
country. 

Script Open High Low LTP
HDFCBANK 917.6 950 913.5 945.05
INDUSINDBK 375 405.4 371.6 386.8
AXISBANK 391.5 407.25 387.35 390.85
RELIANCE 1455 1479.2 1450.55 1472.65
SBIN 159.9 162.45 156.8 158.3
BAJFINANCE 1957.95 1983 1924 1946.85
KOTAKBANK 1232.8 1254.55 1202.05 1228.35
HDFC 1587 1643.6 1578 1625.55
ICICIBANK 322.9 329.7 321 326.75
IDEA 5.72 6.05 5.7 5.82
ZEEL 165.25 186.35 163.55 180.75
TECHM 529.8 532.05 517.5 529.9
NTPC 95.1 96.4 94.55 95.75
LT 858 911.15 855.1 903.05
INFY 706.1 709.9 690 707.25
MARUTI 5278.95 5493.6 5227.7 5470.55
POWERGRID 159.5 159.5 156.15 157.35
TATASTEEL 291.25 298.5 289.55 295.15
TATAMOTORS 85.65 88.05 84.55 86.85
MOTHERSUMI 86.6 94.95 86.6 92.45
HINDUNILVR 2007.9 2014.6 1990.6 2009.25
IEX 164 165 163.9 164.8
BHARTIARTL 565.5 567.9 556.2 562.7
EICHERMOT 15081.55 16437.9 15081.3 16216.9
TCS 1996.7 2013 1971.25 2005.2
NESTLEIND 16716 17020 16688.25 16983.35
RBLBANK 120.85 123 115.7 116.55
UJJIVAN 160 175.5 159.95 169.5
HEROMOTOCO 2184 2334 2169.8 2294.25
JINDALSTEL 115.05 120.65 114 119.2
ESCORTS 874.95 906.65 868 889.65
BATAINDIA 1317 1328 1295 1301.3
SUNPHARMA* 455.9 461.8 444.75 459.25
SRTRANSFIN 571.9 582.6 559.3 567
BAJAJFINSV 4264.9 4324.8 4221.75 4285.4
BHEL 25.45 27.25 25.15 26.85
FEDERALBNK 42 43.25 40.7 42.75
HINDALCO 135 139.35 134.25 138.4
ITC 192.65 193 189.1 190.55
TITAN 889 904.3 875.65 899.8
UPL 392.7 398.85 388.55 390.85
BANDHANBNK 219.7 230.75 219.35 221.85
BRITANNIA 3215.05 3360.3 3199.7 3322.35
INDIGO 955 983.9 944 977.65
ASIANPAINT 1621 1657 1616.6 1643.75
BPCL 334.7 334.9 320.35 325.85
DMART 2224 2310.45 2205 2308.2
M&MFIN 142 142 135.45 136.55
JSWSTEEL 186 188.7 183.4 184.25
DABUR 433.4 451.25 421.45 448
CEATLTD 780 780.3 759.1 771.1
HAVELLS 475.05 504.7 474.4 499.8
DEEPAKNI 502.2 515.65 502.2 505.9
LUPIN 897 897 868.95 881.45
M&M 431.9 443.95 424 440.05
BANKBARODA 38.65 39.95 38.35 38.6
L&TFH 54.2 55.2 53.2 53.5
TCNSBRANDS 325 341.95 323.75 330.85
TORNTPHARM 2420 2425 2332 2357.15
BAJAJ-AUTO 2599 2618.1 2458.3 2596.9
IBULHSGFIN 123.7 125.95 119.7 120.75
PEL 961 974.2 938.75 958.5
GAIL 89.2 91.3 87.9 89.05
CHOLAFIN 135.9 137.5 129.9 135
DRREDDY 3898 3910.95 3843.8 3888.65
TATAPOWER 36 37.55 36 36.9
CIPLA 635.9 637.45 626.35 628.3
BHARATFORG 293 310.15 291.1 307
DLF 137.4 145.95 137.05 144.1
ASHOKLEY 43.8 44.8 43.2 44.35
HCLTECH 532.05 546 523.35 544.25
VEDL 88.35 90.9 88 89.95
ONGC 77.95 80.95 77.3 78.85
TATAELXSI 756 762 750 755.15
ORIENTCEM 42.3 47.35 42 44.75
JUSTDIAL 362 384.25 359.05 378.05
SPICEJET 42.9 45.2 42.25 45
BEL 67.1 70.4 66.25 69.55
APOLLOTYRE 94.85 98.35 94.6 98
AUROPHARMA 710 722.6 707 713.85
VOLTAS 470 489.55 467 486.6
STAR 395 409 394.65 395.8
GRASIM 567.55 581.35 558 576.55
JUBLFOOD 1686 1725.45 1680.5 1686.75
EIDPARRY 180.05 206.35 180.05 196.55
ULTRACEMCO 3780 3819.6 3718.35 3810.6
LICHSGFIN 251 252.65 241.7 244.65
WIPRO 203.75 203.9 196.1 199.3
MUTHOOTFIN 853.8 860.45 834 851.95
BALKRISIND 1090 1110 1078.55 1105.2
COLPAL 1281.1 1308.35 1281.1 1298.35
HDFCLIFE 508.95 523.15 502 516.8
BEML 614 617.95 599.45 602.6
PVR 862 891 862 884.25
ADANIPOWER 37.6 38.15 35.55 36.05
APOLLOHOSP 1339.65 1353.6 1318.4 1336.45
BIOCON 354.05 354.65 342.8 345.55
CANBK 84 85.5 82.7 83.25
SAIL 30 30.8 29.75 30.2
GODREJCP 576.85 610 574.05 604.4
INFRATEL 218 225 214.35 223.85
NCC 21.45 23.75 21.2 23.5
MANAPPURAM 120.4 121.7 118.8 120.1
EQUITAS 42.5 44.5 42.2 42.7
TVSMOTOR 326.55 337 322.95 332.95
PNB 27.6 27.85 26.6 26.75
IOC 77.1 78.8 77.1 77.7
NIITTECH 1507.15 1508.6 1458.9 1472.9

GLENMARK 350 351.55 341.6 343.35
INDIACEM 132.85 133.9 128.4 129.35
COALINDIA 129.55 134.25 129.45 133.85
TATACONSUM 369 373.35 367.05 370.85
ACC 1279.9 1279.9 1256.4 1272.15
HDFCAMC 2461.95 2525 2455.5 2499.55
NMDC 74 80.25 74 79
UBL 930 963.9 926.95 943.95
BIRLACORPN 550 564.9 536.7 549.6

ABFRL 106.85 119.5 102.25 118.35
RADICO 318 324 313.4 321.4
HINDPETRO 187.3 188.65 183.8 186
ICICIPRULI 357.8 370 353.85 367.6
PFC 77.3 78.05 75.65 77.2
DIVISLAB 2310 2310 2258 2283.45
CADILAHC 336 342.85 333.6 338.05
MINDTREE 893.7 903.7 883.9 894.95
AMBUJACEM 187.5 191.95 185.55 191.45
SIEMENS 1030 1074.4 1022.4 1072.05
OMAXE 176.2 177 176.2 176.8
ADANIPORTS 329.9 333.95 327.6 331.75
PIDILITIND 1410 1434.6 1404.45 1425.15
SHREECEM 20200 20995 20200 20770
NAM-INDIA 239.2 248.65 238.8 243.75
SCI 48.35 49.95 47.3 48.2
MFSL 441.1 470.65 430.8 466.1
SRF 3430 3457.4 3371.45 3409.55
MARICO 323 333.6 322.5 331.45
IDFCFIRSTB 20.4 20.75 20.05 20.3
GODFRYPHLP 994.05 1018.65 970 976.25
BOSCHLTD 9489 9957.25 9431 9844.05
IGL 469 472.7 457 470.75
NOCIL 89.15 89.6 87.15 87.5
RECLTD 85.7 88.9 85.7 87.95
GRANULES 175 179.8 170.35 171.55
ADANIENT 143.75 144.45 141.1 142.65
PETRONET 234.9 243.6 234.8 238.25
UFLEX 175.15 202.65 175.15 187
GODREJIND 320 320 303.75 312.75
SUDARSCHEM 392.5 411 391.75 395.25
COROMANDEL 684 686 653.75 657.05
BERGEPAINT 466.95 466.95 454.65 460.5
CANFINHOME 278.25 285.65 276 282.15
MRF 58280 58950.75 58060 58463.05
WOCKPHARMA 226 227.9 224.5 226
INDHOTEL 70.55 74.25 69 73.8
NAUKRI 2462.4 2587.9 2442.15 2573.55
MGL 929.05 942.45 918 924.1
MEGH 50.5 52.7 49.15 49.65
AAVAS 1001.05 1019.35 1001 1012.4
DEEPAKFERT 101.9 105.8 99.8 104.3
SPARC 128.8 139.3 127.15 135.15
BBTC 842.7 927.3 835 915.65
CHENNPETRO 48.05 52.8 47.9 51
IBREALEST 47.25 47.55 43.05 43.05
SUNTV 391.25 395.75 387.8 389.6
TORNTPOWER 307.75 310.05 303.5 305.25
GODREJPROP 647.7 666.2 637 655.3
BANKINDIA 32.45 32.8 31.85 32
IDBI 20.4 20.45 19.95 20.05
DHANUKA 585 595.9 555.9 571.15
DALBHARAT* 532.25 575.45 532.25 560.75
ALKYLAMINE 2080 2099.5 1985.05 2042.1
VGUARD 172.95 178.25 171.1 173.6
JKLAKSHMI 242.4 248.25 238.25 244.7
ICICIGI 1245 1275 1236 1254.4
APLLTD 840.9 868 827.7 860.75
NESCO 391.3 459 391.3 446.1
KAJARIACER 317.9 327.5 316.55 326.25
LEMONTREE 18.3 18.3 17.95 18.3
MCX 1285.2 1287 1242 1266.15
PFIZER 4235 4235 4165 4183.3
ADANIGAS 116.4 117.4 114.2 114.7
HAL 533.3 580 532.75 555.5
BAYERCROP 5224.4 5440.95 5206.05 5378.5
ESABINDIA 1096.95 1311.65 1090 1311.65
AJANTPHARM 1453.9 1506.85 1450.6 1485.2
RELINFRA 17.2 17.25 16.35 16.6
ADANIGREEN 243.95 251.55 241.85 245.9
RALLIS 212.9 220.8 212.2 216.9
MIDHANI 200 203.8 196.9 198.05
BDL 224 244.6 223.9 238.5
CONCOR 350.3 359.75 347.35 351.6
CGCL 148.5 149.55 141.95 146.15

LAURUSLABS 453.95 461.4 450 458.55
UNIONBANK 23.1 24 23.1 23.4
HFCL 9 9.66 8.8 9.26
PAGEIND 18714 18783.95 18300 18408.05
FORTIS 114 118 113.7 115.1
SBILIFE 745.35 754.55 740.3 747.9
HEIDELBERG 157.9 161.25 154 157.65
SOUTHBANK 4.95 5.04 4.92 4.97
AMARAJABAT 615 620 611.35 614.3
GUJGAS 234.5 237.8 232.15 232.85
SANOFI 7790.95 7823.4 7650 7675.85
EXIDEIND 158.95 159.7 156.75 158.6
CASTROLIND 113.5 115.65 113.45 113.8
JAICORPLTD 65.85 69.75 65.7 67.1
HEXAWARE 240.7 251.65 237 248.65
HINDZINC 165.8 169.1 164.5 168.6
RELAXO 652.55 662.1 635.3 639.2
3MINDIA 17900 18239.95 17900 18033.6
POLYCAB 647.7 656.25 634.7 649.9
CUMMINSIND 347 360.7 342.8 359.4
GNFC 126.25 132.05 126.25 130.45
CROMPTON 217 223 211.8 218.85
HAWKINCOOK 4083.9 4117.7 4000 4008.7
NATIONALUM 29.3 29.75 29 29.4
SUNTECK 147 159 146.2 156.55
ABBOTINDIA 16700.1 16784.7 16560.95 16596.05
DCBBANK 63.8 64.05 62.05 62.3
AVANTI 408.95 416 404.05 409.95
IPCALAB 1550 1564 1543.95 1551.3
RAMCOCEM 615 623.95 611 617.05
VIPIND 208.8 211.9 206.15 210.25
RAYMOND 224.7 225.35 217.25 224
CESC 561 576.95 557.45 571.95
MPHASIS 850 855.7 843.5 845.55
ASTRAL 820 868.4 820 845.2
WELCORP 56.1 58.65 55.85 58.5
NAVINFLUOR 1504 1505 1480 1488.1
GMM 3697 3724.35 3605.2 3628.85
SUZLON 2.8 2.87 2.8 2.82
TIINDIA 320 341.2 320 340.8
AEGISLOG 171.4 186 170.25 178.05
SWANENERGY 100.55 103.9 100.15 100.6
ABCAPITAL 44.8 45.55 44 44.3
CREDITACC 379 388.7 377.45 387.8
RAIN 67.55 69.75 67.45 69.55
AUBANK 394 403.95 386.6 398.05
ALKEM 2320 2361.15 2296 2321
TATAMTRDVR 35.4 36.25 35.25 36
STRTECH* 94.75 96.85 94.6 95.8
KALPATPOWR 209.9 211.95 206.55 207.65
BALMLAWRIE 93.8 105.75 93.8 103.8
JUBILANT 437.7 444 431.05 434.75
EDELWEISS 47 48.75 46.5 47.7
ASTRAZEN 2970 2970 2891 2912.95
PTC 33.4 33.9 33.2 33.25
CHAMBLFERT 132.8 134.55 132 132.45
COCHINSHIP 219.15 223.85 219.15 220.05
PGHH 9980 9989.7 9740.45 9809.7
JMFINANCIL 61 62.2 60.3 60.7
JTEKTINDIA 48.7 53.85 48.7 53
GMRINFRA 17.3 17.95 17.15 17.8
GLAXO 1356.15 1367.4 1340 1341.35
PERSISTENT 526.2 547 525.25 535.45
JKPAPER* 86.25 89.4 85.85 88.5
BALRAMCHIN 101.9 101.9 98.1 99.1
QUESS 199 212.1 195 211
INDIANB 44.7 44.85 43.5 43.7
KEC 195.6 196.3 192.4 192.85
PRESTIGE 141.55 146.3 141.55 145.1
BAJAJELEC 359 365 356 363.65
TVSSRICHAK 1391 1445 1325.3 1415.15
IRB 58.1 61.35 57.6 60.35
WHIRLPOOL 1893.45 1976.2 1891.55 1952.55
RCF 38.45 38.9 38.25 38.6
HEG 752.1 761.05 744 749.75
MOTILALOFS* 507.1 527.85 506.05 515.55
ENDURANCE 659.7 681.45 653.8 675.05
GSPL 193.6 199 190 192.25
RPOWER 1.91 1.91 1.91 1.91
OIL 81.2 84.7 81.2 83.6
DCMSHRIRAM 275 291 271.1 284.05
RESPONIND 84.8 86 83.7 84.4
GRAPHITE 182.1 187 181 183.8
GMDCLTD 36.9 39.2 36.7 37.55
MAXINDIA 56.05 61.25 55.65 56.2
DELTACORP* 86.3 86.3 86.3 86.3
OFSS 2431.75 2498.1 2431.75 2494.1
SYNGENE 349.3 354 340.5 350.35
RITES 227.95 229.6 225.85 226.25
LTI 1793 1818 1776 1787.25
BOMDYEING 45.4 47.35 45.2 47.35
FCONSUMER 8.59 8.59 8.59 8.59
ITI 83 83.95 82.05 82.6
DIXON 4587 4644 4573.3 4624.35
ISEC 375.9 383 374.85 377.8
SONATSOFTW 198.15 207.65 198 205.65
SYMPHONY 799 838.6 790 815.05
FDC 249.45 256 245 246.95
PIIND 1563.95 1602 1561.15 1591.1
EMAMILTD* 198.5 198.5 190 191.8
JSWENERGY 41.2 41.9 40.5 40.65
FORCEMOT 813 833 813 823
REDINGTON 83.75 83.75 81.5 82.75
CYIENT 194.25 199 194 196.35
ASTERDM 91.05 94 89.65 89.9
GODREJAGRO 365 367.6 361.1 363.35
TRENT 473.5 474.3 457.1 463.95
IFBIND 400.05 400.05 369 386.9
JYOTHYLAB 101.85 103.9 101.25 101.9

SADBHAV 41.75 41.75 40.6 41.65
KTKBANK 36.35 36.9 35.7 36.2
REPCOHOME 95 97.55 94.15 96.55
APLAPOLLO 1396.4 1432 1384.6 1406.6
VENKYS 987.9 1035.7 980.5 1035.7
PNBHOUSING 174.5 177.75 173.05 175.35
NBCC 17.15 17.5 17.1 17.2
LTTS 1135 1135 1122 1130.95
CRISIL 1446.85 1455.95 1435 1442.1
TV18BRDCST 21.3 21.75 21.1 21.55
FSL 30.55 31.6 30.3 31.15
JBCHEPHARM 655.5 655.75 632.7 645.55
BLUESTARCO 489 496.8 478.95 486.6
VBL 599.85 619.9 598.1 612.3
BAJAJHLDNG 2001 2014 1978.65 1997.5
SCHNEIDER 81.5 82.75 80.15 81.6
IDFC 13.65 13.85 13.5 13.64
ADANITRANS 183.05 183.5 179.4 182.15
NLCINDIA 41.85 41.85 40.95 41.15
RVNL 17 17.05 16.7 16.95
JINDALSAW 46.95 48.45 46.95 47.4
VARROC 129.5 131 128 128.3
HONAUT 26685.2 27050 26360 26953.9
WELSPUNIND 28.5 29.75 28.5 29.7
OBEROIRLTY 310.25 311.6 305.9 306.6
MOIL 127 127.75 124.6 125.2
PRSMJOHNSN 34.45 34.85 33 33.25
CCL 187 199 185.8 196.65
NIACL 111.5 118.9 111.5 117.85
INOXLEISUR 209 214.7 205.75 208.8
TCIEXP 607.95 654.55 578.4 626.55
ENGINERSIN 61.5 63.6 61.5 62.8
HUDCO 22.9 23.3 22.8 22.9
LUXIND 899.95 948.2 899.95 936.05
AMBER 1220 1248.5 1220 1240
RATNAMANI 824.75 875.55 818.75 866.65
ATUL 4500.1 4523.6 4397 4401.6
KANSAINER 352.95 361.05 349.5 359.8
LAXMIMACH 2490.95 2543.45 2490.95 2523.15
ZYDUSWELL 1239.8 1260 1209.05 1236.5
GARFIBRES 1325 1385 1325 1379.9
BASF 1100 1119.3 1076 1085.55
HSCL 47.75 47.8 46.25 46.45
VINATIORGA 973.15 980.45 955 965.7
BLISSGVS 94.6 94.9 93.35 94.05
GICRE 127.5 133.7 126.6 133.2
NILKAMAL 1000 1018.9 994.3 1006.25
CUB 127.6 130.45 127.1 129.45
HATHWAY 23.65 24.6 23.05 23.8
TATACOFFEE 74.4 74.65 73.5 73.95
MMTC 15.3 15.77 14.75 15.15
METROPOLIS 1351 1365.9 1315.55 1321.7
RAJESHEXPO 512 512.5 505 505.95
LALPATHLAB 1555 1559.8 1536.7 1554.4
JKTYRE 51.25 51.45 50.6 50.8
LAKSHVILAS 12.74 12.89 12.53 12.6
EIHOTEL 61.5 64.8 61.5 64.8
JCHAC 2304.9 2424 2303 2382.3
NATCOPHARM 580 580 573.3 575.2
WESTLIFE 280.35 291.15 278.75 285.75
TRIDENT 4.64 4.65 4.55 4.57
VSTIND 3077 3326.95 3074 3084.55
PHILIPCARB 73.2 74.7 72.7 74.05
TIMKEN 771.65 788.4 769.2 786.8
MAHSEAMLES 192.75 198.95 192.75 194.8
CARBORUNIV 219.95 230 214 222.2
GUJALKALI 319.95 326.8 319.3 321.6

JAMNAAUTO 24.6 25.45 24.35 25
IRCON 85 85.5 84.5 84.7
GESHIP 203.45 213.55 200.15 211.3
WABAG 89.95 93.9 89.95 91.4
HERITGFOOD 244.95 244.95 225 238.9
DCAL* 65.75 68.95 65.55 67.55
NHPC 19.85 20.1 19.85 19.95
RELCAPITAL 6.8 6.85 6.5 6.62
MINDACORP 56.4 57.85 56.15 56.9
FINOLEXIND 414.95 415.65 408 410.6
MRPL 27.15 28.5 27 27.85
IFCI 4.06 4.14 3.98 4.08
KEI 283 283.45 275 277.45
ASHOKA 51 52.4 50.9 51.95
CHALET 104.1 115.5 103.85 108.55
LINDEINDIA 503.25 506.15 500.1 502.8
BLUEDART 1957.8 2088 1923.7 2009.55
KNRCON 189.9 195.5 189.3 194
IIFL 65 66 63.6 63.95
TATAINVEST 700 715 693.4 707.95
ESSELPRO 173.75 180 168 174.95
J&KBANK 12.5 12.5 12.25 12.29
BAJAJCON 131.8 133.35 130.5 132
AIAENG 1607.7 1631.8 1581.05 1629.1

DISHTV 4.55 4.55 4.41 4.46
MHRIL 163.55 170 161.75 162.5
SHK 53.95 53.95 51.05 51.2
PGHL 4078.3 4120 4062.6 4079.65
KPITTECH 44.95 46.9 44.95 46.9
PCJEWELLER 10.97 10.97 10.61 10.76
IBULISL 34.05 34.05 32.7 33.75
GRINDWELL 514.9 543 506.8 516.8
GILLETTE 4802.65 4858 4800 4812.4
WABCOINDIA 6864.95 6925 6864.95 6903.25
MINDAIND 275 283.5 275 281.55
ADVENZYMES 153.15 154 149.85 150.15
STARCEMENT 74.1 75.45 72.15 73.3
DBL 255 259.9 253 256.7
SIS 355.7 385 355.3 379.9
CARERATING 365 385.1 356.85 375.1
SOLARINDS 881.95 881.95 867.3 875.35
SCHAEFFLER 3127.95 3138.5 3082 3122.5
SHILPAMED 370.05 388.5 370.05 377
PHOENIXLTD 492.45 495.4 481 492.6
HINDCOPPER 25.8 26.35 25.6 25.9
CENTURYPLY 103.7 104.6 101.7 102.85
AKZOINDIA 1782.05 1817.2 1775 1812.9
ECLERX 409 419 406.4 417.35
SOBHA 194.65 204.5 194.6 201.4
JISLJALEQS 7.33 7.33 7.33 7.33
JKCEMENT 1129.4 1139.85 1121.55 1130.75
CAPPL 317.8 320.7 314.75 315.25
JSL 27.15 27.15 26.25 26.65
PARAGMILK 89 89 86.55 87.05
UCOBANK 11.11 11.14 10.95 11.01
FINEORG 1934.4 1936.25 1915.65 1927.65
FLFL 140 145.85 139.6 145.85
GREAVESCOT 71.2 72.5 71.2 71.9
KRBL 179.95 181.5 176.15 178.45
VTL 626.25 639.6 626.15 636.1
GET&D 61.15 63.4 60.5 61.65
MAHSCOOTER 1949.95 1949.95 1900.1 1921.9
NETWORK18 23.9 24.45 23.4 24.2
GSFC 40.4 41 40.25 40.5
GHCL 105.1 107.45 103.6 104.3
MAHABANK 8.35 8.65 8.35 8.54
BRIGADE 98.45 102.35 96.05 101.4
THYROCARE 513.9 517 506.25 513.2
GICHSGFIN 65 65.7 64 64.3
ZENSARTECH 90.15 92.15 88 90.05
TNPL 90.6 92.45 90.6 91.25
CENTRALBK 13.4 13.75 13.35 13.4
DHFL 11.37 11.53 11.37 11.46
TATAMETALI 429.5 435.15 420.05 424.4
SUPREMEIND 980 991.85 977.55 984.45
IOB 7.41 7.41 7.1 7.28
SKFINDIA 1421.15 1446.7 1401.45 1431.9
GPPL 61.8 61.8 60.55 60.8
TIMETECHNO 29.6 29.65 28 29
SHOPERSTOP 133.1 135.05 132.5 133.25
DBCORP 59.5 63.05 59.5 60.15
INDOSTAR 282 282.45 278.35 278.8
GALAXYSURF 1318.25 1335 1305 1309.65
SJVN 21.1 21.15 20.95 21.05
HIMATSEIDE 46.2 47.95 45 46
TEJASNET 33.4 33.4 32.2 32.65
NBVENTURES 35.7 38.5 35.7 38.15
GRSE 135.4 139.6 135.4 137.9
VRLLOG 150.45 150.45 146.3 147
TTKPRESTIG 4762.35 4797.8 4742.95 4775.65
SUNDRMFAST 288.2 293 287.3 291.05
ORIENTELEC 164.2 167.6 164.2 165.55
PNCINFRA 104.4 105.75 100.95 101.25
ITDC 153 160.5 153 160.5
INTELLECT 68.55 69 67.35 68.05
FRETAIL 80.9 80.9 80.9 80.9
FINCABLES 199 205.65 199 205.65
NH 262.75 269.15 261.05 264.95
SOMANYCERA 98.5 104.2 98.5 103.4
THERMAX 731 734.1 718.25 721.55
ORIENTREF 135.3 149.6 134 145.15
JAGRAN 38 39.45 38 39.25
INFIBEAM 48.2 48.8 48 48.2
VAIBHAVGBL 1060 1084.9 1025.5 1068.6
MAHINDCIE 88 89.55 85.7 89.55
ARVINDFASN 122.95 125 122 122.4
GDL 76.5 76.55 75.5 76.05
ITDCEM 35.5 35.5 34.7 34.75
SHANKARA 237.2 240.45 235.65 237.8
MAHLIFE 177.2 180 175.9 180
JSLHISAR 38.5 39.85 37.05 37.35
SUPRAJIT 113.9 114 112.9 113.55
MAHLOG 257.5 257.5 252.7 256.15
GEPIL 397 397 372.7 381.5
GAYAPROJ 12.65 13.14 12.15 12.88
ALLCARGO 67.55 68.75 67.4 68.25
SFL 1356.75 1395 1356.75 1390.8
NAVNETEDUL 69.1 69.4 68.2 68.5
SHRIRAMCIT 655.85 665.25 640 645.15
CHOLAHLDNG 230 234.9 230 234.05
GULFOILLUB 570 574.65 570 574
INOXWIND 27 27 25.45 25.9
CERA 2170.65 2198.05 2166.95 2189.25
LAOPALA 156.2 158.6 156.1 157.95
CENTRUM 11.1 11.1 10.61 10.98
TEAMLEASE 1488 1497.35 1479 1492.2
MASFIN 578.9 578.9 564.55 564.55
TVTODAY 167.6 179.45 167.6 176.25
VMART 1597.45 1601.35 1588.05 1598.8
TAKE 55.05 55.1 52.55 53.15
KSB 467.05 469.5 466.25 469.5
ERIS 482.6 482.6 476.45 481
KPRMILL 406.95 411.45 406.95 409.5

�������	

SCRIP OPEN HIgh LOW LTP CHANGE
NIFTY 50 9,364.95 9,511.25 9,336.50 9,490.10 175.15
ZEEL 164.4 189.05 163.3 180.2 15.75
EICHERMOT 15,120.00 16,430.00 15,048.00 16,065.00 1,098.05
LT 855 912 855 900 49.15
HEROMOTOCO2,197.60 2,335.00 2,166.15 2,288.30 112.65
HDFCBANK 920 950 913.95 947.5 43.85
INDUSINDBK 375 405.8 371.6 384.25 15.3
HDFC 1,580.00 1,643.80 1,577.00 1,633.00 62.6
MARUTI 5,267.00 5,495.00 5,220.00 5,450.00 205.6
INFRATEL 214.1 225.3 213.9 225.05 8.35
HINDALCO 134.4 139.4 133.6 138.35 5.05
TATAMOTORS 86 88.15 84.55 87.15 2.6
BRITANNIA 3,217.50 3,363.25 3,189.35 3,314.05 93.75
VEDL 88.9 90.95 88.05 90.15 2.25
HCLTECH 531 546 523 543.9 12.95
ICICIBANK 322.25 329.75 320.75 325.75 6.9
COALINDIA 130.85 134.3 129.3 133.6 2.8
ULTRACEMCO 3,729.00 3,820.00 3,716.05 3,805.30 77.9
TATASTEEL 291.9 298.6 289.4 293.9 5.95
SHREECEM 20,649.00 21,163.35 20,260.80 20,900.00 422.45
SUNPHARMA 453.9 461.65 444.7 459.7 8.8
RELIANCE 1,455.00 1,479.75 1,449.00 1,471.05 25.5
TITAN 885.85 904.1 875 900 14.15
ADANIPORTS 329.5 334.15 327.45 331.5 4.85
GRASIM 568 581.65 557.25 575 8.35
NESTLEIND 16,716.50 17,030.00 16,680.00 16,950.00 233.5
ASIANPAINT 1,622.00 1,656.95 1,615.25 1,641.95 22.5
TECHM 528 531.85 517.15 529.8 6.05
M&M 429.5 444 423.85 437 4.5
ONGC 77.5 80.95 77.4 78.75 0.8
AXISBANK 390 407.65 387 390.9 3.9
BAJAJ-AUTO 2,588.00 2,619.50 2,450.00 2,603.00 22.45
NTPC 95.25 96.5 94.5 95.5 0.8
UPL 394.2 398.9 388.2 391 3.2
KOTAKBANK 1,224.00 1,254.90 1,209.60 1,226.75 9.2
BAJAJFINSV 4,250.00 4,325.00 4,211.85 4,280.00 21.95
POWERGRID 158.35 158.35 156.05 157.9 0.75
HINDUNILVR 2,000.00 2,015.00 1,990.00 2,004.25 6.15
IOC 77.4 78.8 77.2 77.75 0.2
BAJFINANCE 1,954.00 1,983.00 1,927.00 1,941.00 4.55
GAIL 88.6 91.3 87.85 88.75 0.15
INFY 707 710 690 706 0.55
TCS 1,988.50 2,014.00 1,971.30 2,006.25 0.95
BPCL 333.9 334.35 320.3 329 -0.45
DRREDDY 3,895.00 3,910.80 3,842.50 3,877.45 -5.55
BHARTIARTL 564.65 568 556 561.35 -1.75
JSWSTEEL 186.2 188.75 183.2 184 -0.8
SBIN 159.45 162.4 156.7 157.9 -0.7
CIPLA 634 637.65 626.05 629.75 -3.3
ITC 192.3 192.9 189 191 -1.15
WIPRO 203.5 203.5 196.05 199.4 -1.85

SE 500B
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SCRIP OPEN HIgh LOW LTP CHANGE
NIFTY NEXT 50 23,163.25 23,539.95 23,114.50 23,496.50 408
MOTHERSUMI 86.75 95 86.75 92.25 5.65
HAVELLS 477 504.5 474.1 500 29.35
GODREJCP 575 610 573.7 609 34.15
SIEMENS 1,024.80 1,074.90 1,021.05 1,071.50 52.7
DMART 2,210.00 2,310.20 2,205.00 2,310.20 110
GICRE 128.8 133.15 126.3 133.15 6.3
NMDC 75.4 80.25 74.35 78.55 3.5
DABUR 429.95 451.25 421.2 448.3 19.35
ICICIPRULI 357 370 353.45 368 14.1
DLF 136.85 145.95 136.7 143 5.35
BOSCHLTD 9,467.00 9,950.00 9,410.65 9,770.00 338.7
OFSS 2,412.00 2,499.95 2,412.00 2,497.95 82.2
HDFCLIFE 506 523.3 501.45 516.5 13.2
HINDZINC 165.95 169 164.5 168.95 4.2
ASHOKLEY 43.7 44.75 43.2 44.3 1.1
NIACL 115.8 119 115.2 117.7 2.5
PIDILITIND 1,406.00 1,434.95 1,402.80 1,432.00 29.2
HDFCAMC 2,441.00 2,524.15 2,441.00 2,501.00 50.15
AMBUJACEM 187.25 192 185.4 191.15 3.7
INDIGO 955 984 941.65 971 17.1
IDEA 5.7 6.05 5.65 5.75 0.1
SRTRANSFIN 565 582.9 559.5 564.7 9.7
UBL 926.15 963.9 925 946 14.6
ICICIGI 1,245.35 1,276.00 1,235.00 1,250.00 17.45
COLPAL 1,288.00 1,309.20 1,280.75 1,295.25 16.7
MARICO 323.25 334 322.2 327 3.75
PETRONET 235 243.85 235 236.95 2.7
ACC 1,263.40 1,278.55 1,256.00 1,271.05 11.5
SBILIFE 745 754.75 740 746.85 5.7
NHPC 20 20.1 19.9 20.05 0.15
BANDHANBNK 221 230.9 219.3 220.55 1.4
BERGEPAINT 461 465.5 454.4 457 1.9
BANKBARODA 38.55 39.95 38.3 38.6 0.1
CADILAHC 336.6 342.9 333.35 338.25 0.65
PFC 76.5 78.15 75.65 77 0.1
CONCOR 351.5 359.95 347.2 350.55 0.4
AUROPHARMA 715 722.35 706.3 714 0.6
ADANITRANS 183.95 183.95 179 181.8 0.05
DIVISLAB 2,295.50 2,300.00 2,255.35 2,288.30 -2.1
HINDPETRO 186.95 188.8 183.7 185.5 -0.25
PEL 960 974.75 938.3 953 -4.5
LUPIN 887.5 890.8 868.25 886.6 -7.95
IBULHSGFIN 123 126 119.65 120.65 -1.15
PAGEIND 18,699.00 18,824.85 18,264.15 18,400.00 -187.15
L&TFH 54.2 55.2 53.25 53.3 -0.55
BAJAJHLDNG 2,000.05 2,019.95 1,976.00 1,978.05 -25.65
PGHH 9,988.00 9,988.00 9,734.00 9,781.00 -129.25
BIOCON 354.8 354.8 342.55 346.15 -4.7
MCDOWELL-N 567.1 581.1 557 564.65 -13.55
PNB 27.6 27.9 26.6 26.8 -0.7
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Minneapolis: Violent protests
over the death of a black man
in police custody rocked a
Minneapolis neighborhood for
a second straight night as angry
crowds looted stores, set fires
and left a path of damage that
stretched for miles.

The protests that began
late Wednesday and stretched
into Thursday morning were
the most destructive yet since
the death of George Floyd,
who was seen on video gasping
for breath during an arrest in
which an officer kneeled on his
neck for almost eight minutes.
In the footage, George pleads
that he cannot breathe before he
slowly stops talking and mov-
ing.

Minneapolis Mayor Jacob
Frey appealed to the governor
to activate the National Guard
and asked for calm. “Please,
Minneapolis, we cannot let
tragedy beget more tragedy,” he
said on Twitter.

Protests also spread to
other US cities. In California,

hundreds of people protesting
Floyd’s death blocked a Los
Angeles freeway and shattered
windows of California Highway
Patrol cruisers.

Pockets of looting contin-
ued Thursday at Minneapolis
stores where windows and
doors were smashed. Television
station KSTP reported some
fires at businesses burned with
no firefighters on the scene. A
liquor store employee displayed
a gun as he stood among the
debris of broken bottles and
beer cans inside the business.

Amid the violence, a man

was found fatally shot
Wednesday night near a pawn
shop, possibly by the owner,
authorities said.

Protesters began gathering
Wednesday afternoon near the
city’s 3rd Precinct station, in the
southern part of the city, where
the 46-year-old Floyd died on
Memorial Day as police arrest-
ed him outside a convenience
store on a report of a counter-
feit bill being passed. Protesters
also skirmished with officers,
who fired rubber bullets and
tear gas in a repeat of Tuesday
night’s confrontation. AP

Islamabad: Pakistan’s Supreme
Court on Thursday fixed the
hearing of the Daniel Pearl
murder case for June 1, a
month after the American jour-
nalist’s family filed an appeal
against the acquittal of the
prime accused and British-
born top al-Qaeda leader
Ahmed Omar Saeed Sheikh
and three others in the case.

Pearl, the 38-year-old
South Asia bureau chief for The
Wall Street Journal, was
abducted and beheaded while
he was in Pakistan investigat-
ing a story in 2002 on the
alleged links between the coun-
try’s powerful spy agency ISI
and al-Qaeda.

An anti-terrorism court
awarded death sentence to
Sheikh and life imprisonment
to three others. PTI 

Karachi: A team of foreign
experts on Thursday recovered
the missing cockpit voice
recorder from the debris of the
crashed Pakistan International
Airlines plane, nearly a week
after one of the worst aviation
disasters in the country’s his-
tory. 

The domestic flight from
Lahore to Karachi crashed in a
residential area near the Jinnah
International Airport here last
Friday, killing 97 people on
board. Two passengers mirac-
ulously survived the crash.

The Airbus A320 aircraft of
the national carrier had 91
passengers and a crew of eight
when it crashed into the Jinnah
Garden area near Model
Colony in Malir on Friday,
minutes before its landing.
Eleven people on the ground
were also injured. PTI

Blantyre (Malawi): Manhunts
have begun after hundreds of
people, some with the coron-
avirus, fled quarantine centers
in Zimbabwe and Malawi while
authorities worry they will
spread COVID-19 in countries
whose health systems can be
rapidly overwhelmed.

In Malawi, more than 400
people recently repatriated from
South Africa and elsewhere
fled a center at a stadium in
Blantyre, jumping over a fence
or strolling out the gate while
police and health workers
watched. Police and health
workers told reporters they
were unable to stop them as they
lacked adequate protective gear.

At least 46 escapees had
tested positive for the virus. 

Some of those who fled told
reporters they had bribed police.

And in Zimbabwe, police
spokesman Paul Nyathi said

officers were “hunting down”
more than 100 people who
escaped from centers where a
21-day quarantine is manda-
tory for those returning from
abroad.

“They escape and sneak
into the villages … We are
warning people to stop shel-
tering them. These escapees are
becoming a serious danger to
communities,” Nyathi said.

Nearly all of Zimbabwe’s 75
new cases this week came from
the centers that hold hundreds
of people who have returned,
sometimes involuntarily, from
neighboring South Africa and
Botswana.

The quarantine centers have
become “our source of danger,”
Health Minister Obadiah Moyo
told a special parliamentary
committee this week.

Both Zimbabwe and
Malawi have fewer than 200

confirmed cases but regional
power South Africa, where
many in both countries go to
seek work, has more than
25,000. South Africa has the
most cases in Africa, where the
continent-wide total is nearly
125,000.

Zimbabwe’s information
minister, Monica Mutsvangwa,
on Wednesday told reporters
that the government is increas-
ing security at the schools,
colleges and hotels used as
quarantine centers.

Government spokesman
Nick Mangwana suggested that
security officers guarding cen-
ters with high walls and razor
wire might be receiving bribes
to allow people to leave early.

Zimbabwe’s government is
also worried about people
crossing porous borders and
failing to report at quarantine
centers. AP

Beijing: China’s parliament on
Thursday approved a new con-
troversial security law for Hong
Kong which would make it a
crime to undermine Beijing’s
authority in the former British
territory.

China’s annual political
season, delayed by the COVID-
19 pandemic ended on
Thursday with its legislature,
much on the expected lines
endorsing the new security
law for Hong Kong.

The new law, Chinese secu-
rity agencies can for the first
time open their establishment
and operate in Hong Kong. 

The National People’s
Congress (NPC), which ended
its week-long meeting approved
a host of bills on the last day
including the new security law
for Hong Kong, state-run
Xinhua news agency reported.  

The bill now passes to the
Standing Committee of the
Communist Party and could
become law by August.

The full details of the bill
are not yet known. 

The authorities in Hong
Kong insist the law is essential
to tackle growing violence and
“terrorism”, and that the terri-
tory’s residents have nothing to
fear from it.

Critics fear it could lead to
Hong Kongers being prose-
cuted for criticising their or the

leadership in Beijing, joining
protests or exercising their
current rights under local laws.

China’s move has already
sparked a new wave of anti-
mainland protest in Hong
Kong, a former British colony,
which was handed over to
Beijing on July 1, 1997.

Clashes broke out again on
Wednesday, as Hong Kong’s

parliament debated a different
proposed law, which would
make it a crime to disrespect
the Chinese national anthem.

The NPC regarded as the
rubber stamp parliament for its
routine approval proposals of
the ruling Communist Party of
China (CPC) unanimously
approved the law which Hong
Kong political parties said

would be a death knell to its
‘one country two systems’ and
the autonomy it enjoyed from
China.   

The law has been
denounced by the US, the UK
and the EU as a blow to free-
dom and liberty of Hong
Kongers and affect the city’s
status as an international busi-
ness hub. PTI

United Nations: The number
of children living in poor
households across low and
middle-income countries could
increase by 86 million to reach
672 million by the end of 2020
due to the economic fallout of
the coronavirus pandemic,
according to a new study.

The deadly virus has so far
infected 5,695,290 people and
claimed 355,692 lives globally,
according to a tally by the
Johns Hopkins University.

“The economic fallout of
the COVID-19 pandemic
could push up to 86 million
more children into household
poverty by the end of 2020, an
increase of 15 per cent,” said
the study conducted jointly by
the UNICEF and humanitari-
an organisation Save the
Children. 

The analysis highlighted
that without urgent action to

protect families from the finan-
cial hardships caused by the
pandemic, the total number of
children living below the
national poverty line in low
and middle-income countries
could reach 672 million by
year-end. 

Nearly two-thirds of these
children live in sub-Saharan
Africa and South Asia and
countries across Europe and
Central Asia could see the
most significant increase, up to
44 per cent across the region.
Latin America and the
Caribbean could see a 22 per
cent increase.

“The coronavirus pan-
demic has triggered an
unprecedented socio-eco-
nomic crisis that is draining
resources for families all over
the world,” UNICEF Executive
Director Henrietta Fore said in
a statement.

“The scale and depth of
financial hardship among fam-
ilies threatens to roll back
years of progress in reducing
child poverty and to leave
children deprived of essential
services. Without concerted
action, families barely getting
by could be pushed into pover-
ty, and the poorest families
could face levels of deprivation
that have not been seen for
decades,” Fore said.

The organisations warned
that the impact of the global
economic crisis caused by the
pandemic and related con-
tainment policies is two-fold —
immediate loss of income
meant families are less able to
afford the basics, including
food and water, less likely to
access health care or education,
and more at risk of child mar-
riage, violence, exploitation
and abuse. PTI 

Washington: Congress has
voted to toughen the US
response to a brutal Chinese
crackdown on ethnic minorities,
adding another factor to the
increasingly stormy relation-
ship between the two countries.

The House passed a bipar-
tisan bill on Wednesday that
would impose sanctions on
Chinese officials involved in the
mass surveillance and detention
of Uighurs and other ethnic
groups in the western Xinjiang
region, a campaign that has
drawn muted international
response because of China’s
influence around the world.

The measure already passed
the Senate and needs a signature
from President Donald Trump,
who said this week he’ll “very
strongly” consider it amid U.S.
Anger over China’s handling of
the Covid outbreak and tension
over a Chinese plan to restrict
civil liberties in Hong Kong.

Both issues emerged, along

with other sore points in the
China-U.S. Relationship, as
Republican and Democratic
members of Congress spoke in
support of the bill. No one spoke
against it, and it passed by a 413-
1 vote. “Beijing’s barbarous
actions targeting the Uighur
people are an outrage to the col-
lective conscience of the world,”
House Speaker Nancy Pelosi
said in a floor speech in support
of the bill. It was the first bill in
history to pass with proxy votes
after House Democrats, over
Republican objections, adopted
a measure allowing such votes
in response to the coronavirus
outbreak.

Congress late last year voted
to condemn the crackdown in
Xinjiang, where Chinese
authorities have detained more
than a million people — from
mostly Muslim ethnic groups
that include Uighurs, Kazakhs
and Kyrgyz — in a vast network
of detention centers. AP
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Washington: Legislation
extending surveillance author-
ities that the FBI sees as vital in
fighting terrorism was thrown
into doubt as President Donald
Trump threatened a veto and
Republican leaders and top
liberal Democrats said they
would oppose it.

House Democratic leaders
abruptly adjourned without
considering the bill, hours after
saying there would be a vote
Wednesday evening. 

In between, Trump said
explicitly for the first time that
he would veto the measure. A
similar version of the legislation
had drawn bipartisan support
just weeks ago.

“If the FISA Bill is passed
tonight on the House floor, I
will quickly VETO it,” Trump
tweeted, using the acronym for
the Foreign Intelligence
Surveillance Act.

“Our Country has just suf-
fered through the greatest polit-
ical crime in its history. The
massive abuse of FISA was a big
part of it!”

Trump had suggested
Tuesday evening that he would
oppose the measure, prompt-
ing Republicans who once
backed the deal to follow
Trump’s lead and say
Wednesday that they would
now vote against it.

The leaders of the
Congressional Progressive
Caucus, which has about 70
Democratic House members,
also said they would oppose
the legislation, saying it lacked
curbs on online surveillance
without warrants. Combined
with strong GOP opposition,
the Democrats’ defiance of
House Speaker Nancy Pelosi,
D-Calif., suggested there
might be enough dissent to

sink the bill. 
It was unclear if

Democratic leaders would try
again Thursday to hold a vote,
or if they would skip a vote and
try to negotiate with the Senate
on a final compromise.

“We cannot in good con-
science vote for legislation that
violates Americans’ funda-
mental right to privacy,” said
the progressive caucus’ leaders,
Reps. Pramila Jayapal, D-
Wash., and Mark Pocan, D-
Wis.

The legislation first passed
the House in March with broad
bipartisan support after
Attorney General William Barr
negotiated a deal with
Republican and Democratic
House leaders. 

But that consensus crum-
bled Wednesday after the
Justice Department came out
against the bill, which was

amended by the Senate. The
Justice Department’s statement,
by Assistant Attorney General
Stephen Boyd, urged Trump to
reject the bill.

Soon after, House
Republican Leader Kevin
McCarthy, R-Calif., said it was
time to take a “pause” on the
legislation. The new impasse
raised the potential for the
surveillance powers to remain
expired indefinitely. The pro-
visions, which lapsed in March,
allow the FBI to get a court
order for business records in
national security investigations
and to conduct surveillance on
a subject without establishing
that they’re acting on behalf of
an international terrorism
organization. 

They also make it easier for
investigators to continue eaves-
dropping on a subject who has
switched cell phone providers

to thwart detection.
Despite the sudden GOP

switch, Democratic leaders said
they would move forward with
a vote anyway, arguing that
very little had changed since
126 Republicans, including
McCarthy, voted for it in
March.

“Your flailing around to
find a rationalization for your
change of vote is sad,” House
Majority Leader Steny Hoyer,
D-Md., told Republicans in a
heated speech on the floor.

“The only thing that has
changed,” Hoyer said, “is that
Donald Trump has said vote
no.” 

With Republicans opposed,
Pelosi needed to keep her cau-
cus together to pass it. But los-
ing the progressives — a group
of lawmakers who have long
opposed surveillance laws —
made that a lot harder.  AP
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Beijing: Chinese officials have
clarified that those facing
charges for offences committed
in Hong Kong will not be sent
to China to face trial under the
new security law to firm up
Beijing’s hold over the former
British colony.

China’s new national secu-
rity law will be incorporated into
Hong Kong’s legal system with
built-in protections for offend-
ers, who will not be sent across
the border to mainland China
to face trial,  Hong Kong-based
South China Morning Post
quoted sources as saying.

The new law permits for
the first time Chinese security
agencies to open their estab-
lishments in Hong Kong.

However, the Hong Kong
Bar Association has said China’s
proposed new security law could
run into problems in courts as
Beijing has no legal authority to
enact its national security law for
the former British colony.

The association also
expressed concern over sug-

gestions that mainland security
agencies would be set up to safe-
guard national security within
the city, saying it was “entirely
unclear” how that the arrange-
ment would comply with Article
22 of the Basic Law, which stip-
ulates that Beijing departments
not to interfere in local affairs.

The new legislation estab-
lishing and improving the legal
system and enforcement mech-
anisms for the Hong Kong
Special Administrative Region
(HKSAR) to safeguard nation-
al security is set to be passed by
China’s National People’s
Congress (NPC) on Friday.

The bill is regarded as a
political bombshell for the for-
mer British colony as China has
decided to bypass local
Legislative Council to bring
about a new security law tailor-
made to take control of Hong
Kong which has been witness-
ing mass protests by pro-
democracy groups since last
year demanding autonomy and
freedom from Beijing. PTI

0���	$���	��������

���	���	��	���	��
!����	���	�����6	9����� United Nations: The US and

China clashed over Hong Kong
at the UN Security Council,
with Washington calling a
meeting over the controversial
national security law intro-
duced by Beijing to tighten its
control on the former British
colony.

The US Mission to the
UN on Wednesday said
Washington was “deeply con-
cerned by actions taken by the
People’s Republic of China
(PRC) National People’s
Congress that fundamentally
undermine Hong Kong’s high
degree of autonomy and free-
doms as guaranteed under the
Sino-British Joint Declaration
of 1984, which was registered
with the UN as a legally bind-
ing treaty and the Basic Law (of
the Hong Kong Special
Administrative Region).

“This is a matter of urgent
global concern that implicates
international peace and secu-
rity, and warrants the immedi-
ate attention of the UN Security
Council,” the US Mission said.

The US mission added
that the United States had

called for a virtual meeting of
the Security Council on
Wednesday to discuss these
acts and China’s proposed
national security law that would
threaten Hong Kong’s democ-
ratic institutions and civil lib-
erties. “Such actions confirm
the PRC’s contempt and com-
plete disregard for its interna-
tional obligations,” it said.

China’s Ambassador to the
UN Zhang Jun hit back at the
US, saying Beijing categorical-
ly rejects the baseless request of
the US for a Security Council
meeting. “Legislation on
national security for Hong
Kong is purely China’s internal
affairs. It has nothing to do with
the mandate of the Security
Council,” he tweeted.

The Chinese envoy added
that “facts prove again and
again that the US is the trou-
blemaker of the world.”

“It is the US who has vio-
lated its commitments under
the international law. China
urges the US to immediately
stop its power politics and bul-
lying practices,” the Chinese
envoy said. PTI
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US President Donald Trump
said on Thursday that coro-

navirus was a “very bad gift”
from China to the rest of the
world, as America surpassed the
grim milestone of over one
lakh COVID-19-linked deaths.

“All over the World the
CoronaVirus, a very bad ‘gift’
from China, marches on. Not
good!” Trump said in a tweet.

“We have just reached a
very sad milestone with the
coronavirus pandemic deaths
reaching 100,000,” he said.

The US reached the painful
milestone of 100,000 coron-
avirus-related deaths — the
highest in the world — on
Wednesday.
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British Prime Minister Boris
Johnson’s top aide, Dominic

Cummings, might be guilty of
a “minor breach” of the legal
regulation when he took a
journey during the coronavirus
stay-at-home lockdown last
month, UK police concluded
on Thursday.

Durham Constabulary
found the aide had committed
no legal offence when he drove
over 400-km from his London
home to his father’s farm in
Durham, north-east England,
at the end of March.

However, a second shorter
trip to Barnard Castle on April
12, which 48-year-old

Cummings said was to 
test his eyesight for an eventu-
al longer drive back to London,
may fall into the category of a
breach but no retrospective
action would be taken against
him.

“Durham Constabulary
have examined the circum-
stances surrounding the jour-
ney to Barnard Castle and
have concluded that there
might have been a minor
breach of the Regulations that
would have warranted police
intervention. Durham
Constabulary view this as
minor because there was no
apparent breach of social dis-
tancing,” a Durham police
statement said. 
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Minneapolis (US): The mayor
of Minneapolis called
Wednesday for criminal charges
against the white police officer
seen on video kneeling against
the neck of a handcuffed black
man who complained that he
could not breathe and died in
police custody.

Based on the video, Mayor
Jacob Frey said officer Derek
Chauvin should be charged in
the death of George Floyd. The
footage recorded by a bystander
shows Chauvin with his knee on
Floyd’s neck as Floyd gasps for
breath on the ground with his
face against the pavement. The
officer does not move for at least
8 minutes, even after Floyd
stops speaking and moving. AP
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As the country limps back to a sense
of normalcy, I spoke with Balbir

Singh Dhillon, Audi India’s boss about
how he believes the luxury car mar-
ket in India will proceed. To start with,
over two-thirds of Audi’s workshops
are open as are half of the showrooms
that are following all social distancing
norms. But Dhillon says that there are
challenges, not just social distancing,
inside showrooms, but other norms
such as the rule in Chennai that car
showrooms cannot use air-condi-
tioners. “There are some unique chal-
lenges in some states”, he says.

But what about car sales? Not a
single unit was sold in April. In fact,
one mustn’t forget that no cars could
even undergo routine servicing. Audi
India, like several other manufactur-
ers, found itself in a slightly piquant
situation. “Well, each one of our
workshops had customer vehicles
undergoing service and repairs. Our
first priority is ensuring that those get
back to their owners as soon as pos-
sible as we restart operations.” At the
same time, Audi India ran a special
service scheme for ‘Covid Warriors’ to
ensure that Audi vehicles owned by
those on the frontlines of facing the
virus that originated in Wuhan are ser-
viced or repaired on a priority basis.

As for sales, since all Audis, even
those assembled in India, are made
from parts shipped from abroad,
Dhillon said that customs authorities
are being slightly cautious and under-
standably so. And despite some show-
rooms opening up, several states are
just figuring out how to tackle the
lockdown now. This, Dhillon believes,
will lead to ever increasing levels of
digitisation in the selling process.
“Customers have been digital, but they
initially researched the cars they
wanted to buy and read reviews
online. An average customer and his
or her family spends around 100 hours
buying a car. Earlier, maybe a third of

the time was spent online and then
there were visits to the showroom.
Now that will go up to over half,
maybe even two-thirds. We are
enabling that with things like the Audi
‘Virtual Showroom’ as well. Yet, dig-
ital will not replace physical, that is
why I believe the way forward is ‘phy-
gital’, where digital showrooms and
experiences will enhance the physical
buying process.”

But can the market recover from
the virus-hit first few months of
2020? Dhillon reckons, it will be
tough, as the industry already dealt
with a challenging 2019, where vol-
umes fell 15 per cent. “The first quar-
ter of the calendar year 2020 saw vol-
umes continue to decline”, he admits.
But he maintains a positive spin on
things going forward. “I believe the
thought process will change, people
will start thinking on the lines of
‘YOLO’ (You Only Live Once) and will
want to splurge on a luxury vehicle for
driving getaways.” He added that the
supply-side interventions by the gov-
ernment, might not have any imme-

diate impact on sales but will have a
long-term positive effect. 

“It would have been nice if the
government made some demand-
side interventions such as a reduction
of GST rates, which are still far too
high in India. Rates between 43-48 per
cent coupled with registration charges
ranging from 10-20 per cent have
meant that the luxury segment is just
one percent of the overall car market.
Even a slight reduction in these rates
could have proven to be a booster to
growth, but we must accept this and
move on. We have to continue to do
what we do best, that is selling emo-
tions, dreams and positivity”, Dhillon
told this columnist, which is why he
continues to believe in inculcating
brand loyalty for Audi early on.

However, the higher charges on
luxury cars has proven to be a hin-
drance for the government’s ambitious
‘Make in India’ project. While 90 per
cent of the Audis sold in India, such
as the best-selling A3 and A4 sedans
and the Q5 SUVs are assembled in
India, Dhillon admitted that localisa-

tion levels are low. “With more proac-
tive policies we could have reached
1,00,000 units easily but the system has
to work together for that. Such
numbers would not only have
meant more manufacturing and
localisation in India, but also
newer technologies and products
for us.”

The lockdown might be
winding down but the econo-
my and sales are in tatters,
Audi is not going to hold back
from its previously planned
launch schedule for 2020. “Sure,
there will be short-term adjust-
ments such as a launch getting
delayed by a month or two, but
there are no changes in plans.” And
in other markets, as restrictions lift,
sales have seen a bounce. In China. for
example, the country where all the
troubles began, sales have stabilised to
nearly the levels they were before
everything went haywire. Dhillon
and his colleagues at Audi India are
hoping the same will happen here as
well. 

Shreyas Talpade’s first role was that of Sita for a
school play. The next year he played Draupadi in

the school version of the Mahabharata. This was, per-
haps, the first sign of how versatile actor he would be
in later years. From school dramas, street plays to
monologues and mimes — Shreyas wanted to learn
and be a part of everything.

“From 1990 till 2005, I did nearly 2,500 shows in
various languanges and of different productions. My
love for the stage was such that I didn’t want to miss
a single chance to be under the arc lights. Whatever
I am today is because of theatre. It grooms you and
betters your craft like no other medium. Whatever lit-
tle appreciation I get in my films today is all because
of it,” reminisces Talpade.

The actor switched from theatre to television, and
later films. But in the midst of all his other work com-
mitments, he was inspired to return to the stage with
Zee Theatre’s teleplay Typecaste. “I love the format of
a teleplay and that's the reason why I said yes to it. I
think teleplay is a great experiment where we get rid
of the proverbial fourth wall. It’s almost like shoot-
ing for a film in an enclosed studio. These formats
are challenging but they need to be explored a lot
more,” says he. 

Typecaste is an adaptation of a Marathi play called
Pahije Jatiche by the famous playwright Vijay
Tendulkar. The play is set in the 70s when the caste
system was not just prevalent but rigidly enforced in
India. However, it shows how the context of the story

is relevant even today. Shreyas
plays the role of Mahipat

Babruvahan, who becomes
the first from his caste and
village to complete his
master’s degree. Mahipat

has a dream of becoming a
professor and the play show-

cases all he does to achieve
his dream including

how he manages his
love interest.

“The script is
layered, entertain-
ing and has a
strong social mes-
sage. I have always
believed you can
say a lot with
humour,” says
Shreyas.

The teleplay
is available on
Tata Sky and
Airtel Digital TV
Spotlight. It also

stars Atul
Mathur, Aaditi

P o h a n k a r
and Utkarsh

Students without seat partners, attend-
ing school in shifts while wearing
masks, and carrying sanitisers along

with books, combining online education
with physical and a focus on keeping
safe… Is this what schools in the recent
future, whenever they reopen, look like?
Since the world is all set to change with
new normal in every industry be it fash-
ion, travel or education, the question is —
what is the way forward? Educationists
share that COVID-19 is likely to change
the face of education in the forthcoming
years and it will pave the way for new
learning trends. 

Some of the suggestions that have
come forth from educationists include fre-
quent health checks, temperature screen-
ings, staggered arrivals and limiting visi-
tors on campus

But there is also the emotional aspect
to be looked after. The bond that children
make in school, while being away from
their parents, family or any kind of inter-
vention, make them understand different
aspects of life while making them emo-
tionally strong. So social need is one
domain which every school caters as it
plays a very important role in shaping a
child’s character, believes Shivani Gupta,
a primary teacher of Gems Modern
Academy, Gurgaon. She says, “Multi-sen-
sory experiences for a child are a very
strong force. S/he learns best not in a class,
but over time with real life experiences. I
feel the focus still remains the same, just
the strategies have changed because of
what is happening in the world. Now these
values are being taught using technology.” 

Children are being prepared to deal
with the new normal. Short videos, PPTs
and online discussions are being conduct-

ed to make them aware of the current sit-
uation. Their inputs are asked on topics
like: What do they think can be done to
stay safe? How important is it to maintain
social distancing? Is there any need to
change the way we think? What should be
changed — our thinking or our actions?
“Such topics ignite their critical thinking
and give them a chance to introspect their
views. Once they believe in what they do,
it becomes their habit,” Shivani tells us. 

Group learning, which was widely
adopted before this pandemic, should now
be replaced with a more engaging
approach, shares Beas Dev Ralhan, co-
founder and CEO of Next Education India
Pvt Ltd. “Schools should introduce indi-
vidual activities and project-based learn-
ing so that students can explore their inter-
ests and learn at their own pace. Further,
to make bonding among students and
teachers, online discussions, debates and
extempores should be conducted so that
they can interact, present their views and
stay connected. This, in turn, will ensure
that learning and holistic development
doesn’t stop no matter what,” says he.

What is a crisis worth if you don’t learn
something from it? Well, Anju Wal, prin-
cipal of Shiv Nadar School, Faridabad,
shares that schools are re-imagining the
teaching-learning process. At this moment,
it is more important to do empathetic
teaching than transact lessons online. She
says, “An expression of love and care is

paramount to the digital learning format
in these unprecedented times. No one in
the education sector was certain how to
go about the new norm of teaching digi-
tally, but have evolved considerably and
bettered the online experience for our chil-
dren with regular improvements made
through feedback, dialogue, and analysis.”

One thing is certain that education
institutions have made the most of the sit-
uation. With e-learning, schools have
learned not put disproportionate focus on
facts, figures and bookish learning. What
Meenal Arora, founder-director of
Shemford Group of Futuristic Schools,
feels is that this chaotic time is teaching
us that a curriculum must be grounded in
students’ realities and cultivate empathy,
creative and flexible thinking in stu-
dents. “Teachers are trying to help children
think about their relationship with the
world around them through various
activities. Parents have important roles to
play and their active participation is
indispensable,” says she. 

Educational needs of children are
changing at a very high pace. Subjecting
them to mathematical tables, mugging up
poems and memorising the names of
colours is not going to help anymore. They
need to be exposed to ‘experiences’ no
matter how trivial. But with the current
scenario and online education becoming
the trend, this isn’t an option. So how can
one focus on learning through real expe-
riences in an untouchable world? Shivani
finds the optimistic viewpoint in a nega-
tive situation as well. She feels that we can
still do a lot more than what we could do
before the ‘stay-at-home’ orders. “Earlier,
we were getting away from all the pleasures
of life, from family and happiness because
of our fast-paced lives. Right now, we are
actually saving that time and energy, which
can be used in various other pursuits. This
untouchable time has actually brought us
closer to our families and has given time
to focus on the real experiences. As a
teacher, I ask my students to connect with
their grandparents as they can offer end-
less stories and a huge amount of patience
to answer all those “why?” questions and
help their mothers as psychology suggests
that children learn and imitate behaviours
by watching and listening, which means
they can learn character traits such as
resilience, determination and perseverance
from mother,” shares she. 

Anju tells us that even in these lock-
down days, when they are digitally con-
necting with the children, they are look-
ing at the home as the laboratory of learn-
ing and the parents as their co-partners in
the journey of teaching and learning. Even
agrees with Shivani and says, “There has
been no option but to deepen connects
with our parents and orient them seam-
lessly and consistently to own our peda-
gogy. We partner with them and use
homegrown resources to bring real-time
experiences in this learning from home sit-
uation.”

The global health crisis has also redi-
rected the pedagogical approach towards
digital learning tools and e-learning plat-

forms that offer learning experiences
close to real experiences. “Subject learn-
ing must be reshaped and amalgamated
with short videos, DIY activities, audio-
visual content and more. Students must be
encouraged to explore and browse subject-
related queries online, actively participate
in discussions with subject experts and
attend webinars,” says Ralhan.

Pankaj Kumar Singh, Managing
Director of the Cambridge Montessori
preschool and day care pvt ltd, has a few
more ways through which children can be
exposed to real experiences. He says,
“Design activities that integrate online
interactions with physical movement like
going on a scavenger hunt, group stories,
singing or music. Provide children with a
choice of activities so that they can be
empowered in making decisions over the
week, while ensuring a balance of activi-
ties across curriculum learning areas. For
instance, using a rubric to self-monitor
progress, apply techniques of the flipped
classroom. It’s where children engage in
learning experiences by collecting infor-
mation, items, experimenting and then
share through online format.”

Once the schools reopen, a few pre-
cautionary measures will be taken and we
can still be on the path of learning. So how
can the children be taught about social dis-
tancing in schools and no-touch culture?
Rohan Parikh, director of The Green Acres
Academy, explains that children are nat-
urally curious and are always looking to
explore and interact with their environ-
ment. “The more practical solutions will
be to create a shift system so we have less
children in the building at one time. Keep
separate groups to contain any spread.
There will be a huge burden on schools
to manage and keep to these measures.
Teachers will have to look for ways to cre-
ate experiences within classrooms that are
meaningful and impart knowledge. Such
creativity and working with limited
resources have been the way of teachers
for many years. I trust we will find the
solution,” says he. 

Undoubtedly, the process has its own
challenges but “a lot of training sessions
and workshops for everyone — teachers,
students and even parents, can help a bit,”
shares Meenal. “Using fun interactive
activities, children can be taught to main-
tain social distance. With constant coun-
selling, we will be able to achieve a no-
touch culture at school. It can be done by
instilling discipline and making children
understand how they have to conduct
themselves in the ‘new normal’ world. This
may impact learning through real life
experiences a bit but we must remember
— difficult times don’t last forever. This,
too, shall pass soon,” she adds. 

The future of education is all set to
change. And it’s true that nothing can
replace the physical touch and its impact
on one’s memory. But as they say, the only
constant in life is change. The ones who
do not want to change will succumb and
the ones who maintain their sanity, stay
calm and are willing to adapt this change
will survive this pandemic.
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Now that summers are here,
ways to stay hydrated will
take centrestage. Water, for

obvious reasons is the first choice.
Apart from that, one can try other
drinks, salads, more carbs, coconut
water and more to remain hydrat-
ed.

Here are some drinks with a
refreshing twist.

The Oberoi has come up with
Green Rush by combining spinach
leaves, green apple, celery sticks,
cucumber and lemon juice. You
need to blend all the ingredients
until smooth, add crushed ice,
garnish with a celery stick and
serve chilled.

It has several nutritional ben-
efits. Cucumber is a great source of
antioxidants and provides hydra-
tion to the body. Celery contains a
plant compound called apigenin,
which is  anti  inf lammator y,
antibacterial, antiviral and an
antioxidant. Spinach is a great
source of iron and vitamin A and
green apple provides both vitamins
A and C to the body.

Another drink that it has to
offer is Banana Spice Smoothie. Mix
banana, moringa leaves, coconut
milk, ginger, cardamom and cinna-
mon. Blend the spinach and
coconut milk until smooth, add the
bananas, ginger, cinnamon, and
cardamom and blend again. Ginger
helps in reducing inflammation,
aids digestion and helps the body
detoxify naturally. Moringa helps in
balancing digestive system and in
improving eye sight. Banana is high
in anti-oxidants and helps in mod-
erating blood sugar levels. It is a
rich source of fibre and helps in
weight loss.

Chef Anshu Raj, Caterspoint
suggests Watermelon Basil Coconut
Limeade to up your health game.
Combine ripe watermelon, fresh
basil leaf or soaked basil seeds with
fresh lime, roasted cumin and
coconut water. Don’t forget the ice
cubes.

First take the watermelon, wash
it thoroughly, peel and chop in
about half inches cubes. Now take
fresh coconut water and pour in
mixer. Then add lime juice, basil
leaves or soaked basil seeds and stir
well along with six to eight ice
cubes. Now add watermelon cubes.
For an Indian flavour, you can add
roasted cumin seeds which go
very well with the mix. If you have
a sweet tooth, you can add honey
to your limeade.

He shares another summer
favourite  to beat the heat —
Watermelon Mojito Cooler. Add
Sprite or sparkling water, mojito

syrup, lime juice and ice cubes in
ripe watermelon.

Take watermelon, wash it thor-
oughly, peel the skin and cut into
half inches cubes. Then take a
mixer, add Sprite or soda, lime
juice and mojito syrup. If you
don’t have mojito syrup you can
make it at home with sugar, lime
juice and crushed mint leaves.
Add that to your cooler. Now add
ice cubes in a mixer and stir before
adding watermelon. Pour the mix-
ture in a tall glass and garnish with
fresh mints .

Apart  f rom keeping you
hydrated, it helps you to fight
heart problems, is good for hair,
skin and your digestive system.

Vinayak Gupta, chef and part-
ner at Beep, Agra shares an
immune booster elixir which keeps
one hydrated too. It can be made
by combining wheat grass, apple,
carrot, celery stick, lemon, chopped
ginger, garlic clove (optional) and
turmeric. Put all ingredients in a
jar, juice them and drink immedi-
ately. If you prefer the drink to be
chilled, place all ingredients in the
fridge for at least half an hour
before processing

All these refreshing drinks will
certainly leave you wanting for
more. 

Evolving consumer demands
based on health needs and
changing lifestyles have

resulted in changes in the food
industry in recent years. To meet
growing and changing consumer
demands driven by health and
well-being, the food industry is
forced to come up with new,
innovative concepts and food
products that are driven by the use
of new raw materials. These are
emerging out of super foods,
which gained the attention of the
consumers over the last few years. 

The increasing popularity of
super foods can be understood
from the fact that these raw mate-
rials match with diet trends like
“organic”, “all-raw”, “free-from”,
“vegan”, “gluten free” and an
increasing desire to stay healthy.
These new raw materials might
play a role in meeting  the new
health needs in the backdrop of
COVID-19 pandemic along with
existing epidemics of obesity, dia-
betes, heart disease, auto-immune
disorders and cancers. These merit
particular attention when immune
systems are challenged and there
is rising awareness about their
importance. The properties that
qualify a food as super are that it
should possess special health ben-
efits which go beyond its nutri-
tional benefits. While most super
foods are perceived to be exotic,
expensive and difficult to find, this
is not really true. Actually they are
all around us in legumes (soya,
black beans), spices and herbs
(turmeric, basil), vegetables (gin-
ger, garlic, broccoli, kale, mush-
rooms, avocado), fruits (berries,
amla, olives), grains (quinoa, mil-
lets). Some of the  unsung Indian
super foods are fox nuts
(makhana), kokum, morenga, Sea
Buckthorn, flax, soursop, basil
seeds, and in-fact our entire spice
box.

It is only when a food gets
recommendations by health pro-
fessionals based on research or
other factors that it acquires a pre-
mium status and is then posi-
tioned as a super food. As a mat-
ter of fact, the concept which was
meant only to describe foods with
higher polyphenols and anti-oxi-
dants has been revoked and has
become questionable.

In 2012 USDA has withdrawn
this term and does not support
claims of super foods. The goal is
to eat a variety, include all the food
groups, in the right amount as a
part of a healthy diet. Rising con-
sumer awareness about the health
benefits being offered is leading
the industry to boost its demand.

Growing health consciousness
among the consumers and rising
number of new products are some
of the major factors contributing
to growth in this industry. For
example leading multinational
food companies are serving
turmeric ginger laced beverages.
Such trends are only expected to
grow. Currently global super foods
market is dominated by North
America, with a growth rate of 9
per cent followed by Europe and
Asia-Pacific region.

Consumption in Asia-Pacific
is driven by the growing affluence
of the middle-class population and
rising health consciousness among
consumers coupled with increas-
ing acceptance of nutritious prod-
ucts. However, the high prices of
such products restrain the growth
of their demand. High rate of
urbanisation has radically changed
the lifestyle and resultant chang-
ing diets of people are expected to
have a positive impact on this
growing market.

To cope with increased
demands and the growing popu-
larity of these foods, there is a
need to increase agricultural pro-

duction and productivity with
more environmentally friendly
agricultural practices. Until then,

it is likely that the demand may
exceed the supply and the prices
will go up making them assume a

further premium status on super
market shelves. With the adoption
of new ground breaking innova-
tions, it is possible to add  value
in the areas of health, nutrition,
consumption, and overall well-
being. Organic, bio-dynamic cul-
tivation, hydroponics and many
more advancements are some the
future agricultural practises which
will not only be good for our
health but the entire ecosystem.

The combination of suitable
raw materials and inspiring food
technologies may guide and shape
the food sector of the future.
Meanwhile the best practices that
emerge to enjoy these high value
foods is to go back in post world
war times and grow your own veg-
etables, herbs and spices. Victory
gardens (vegetable, fruit, and herb
gardens planted at private resi-
dences and public parks) supplied
40 percent of fruits and vegetables
at one point in the US after the
war in 1919. Fruits of the war on
COVID could be the little victo-
ry gardens with super foods all
across the country and may pave
the way to victory on the virus by
building our very own immunity.
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spectators, then probably have
3 or 4 venues; there’s still a pos-
sibility, we are all optimistic,”
said the former spinner, who is
also the
chairman of
ICC’s Cricket
Committee.
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Ending weeks of speculation,
Cricket Australia on Thursday
confirmed that India will make

the trip Down Under starting October
this year for a financially critical
assignment comprising four Tests,
ODIs as well as T20 Internationals.

Cricket Australia announced the
much-anticipated resumption of the
game after the Covid-19 pandemic
with a six-month home summer
schedule, which will begin with a tour
by Zimbabwe for a three-match ODI
series from August 9.

India will tour the country for a
T20 series, which will begin on
October 11 at Brisbane followed by
matches on October 14 (Canberra)
and October 17 (Adelaide), the CA
posted on its official website.

This is to be followed by the T20
World Cup, the likelihood of which
going ahead is slim owing to the pan-
demic. The CA did not even mention
the event in its official schedule
unveiled on Thursday.

After the T20s, Virat Kohli’s men
will return for a four-Test series,
beginning on December 3 at
Brisbane. India are then scheduled to
play a Day/Night Test, as committed
by BCCI President Sourav Ganguly,
from December 11 to 15 in Adelaide.

The third and fourth Tests will be
held in Melbourne (December 26-30)
and Sydney (January 3 to 7).

The ODI series is scheduled to
begin with a match on January 12 in
Perth and it will be followed by con-
tests on January 15 (Melbourne) and

January 17 (Sydney).
“We are working closely with the

BCCI to deliver the eagerly anticipat-
ed men’s and women’s tours, and we
are looking forward to staging the
important series against both the
men’s and women’s New Zealand
sides,” Kevin Roberts, Cricket
Australia CEO, said in a statement.

The India women’s team will
also travel to Australia for an ODI
series with matches scheduled in
Canberra (January 22), St Kilda
(January 25) and Hobart (January 17).

Roberts hinted that if circum-
stances dictate, there could be changes

in the schedule which also features
series against New Zealand (both men
and women), West Indies and a one-
off Test against Afghanistan
(November 21-25).

“...But we’ll be doing everything
we can to get as much international
cricket in as possible this summer. We
will communicate any changes to the
schedule if or when they are required,”
he added.

Cricket Australia also said that it
will continue to act in accordance
with public health advice and
Government protocols to ensure the
safety of the public, players and sup-

port staff.
“Australian cricket will survive

and thrive after the coronavirus pan-
demic dissipates, just as we have after
world wars, depressions, recessions
and the many other challenges that
have confronted us over the past 140-
plus years,” he added.

AUS SCHEDULE AGAINST INDIA
Men’s T20I Series
First T20: October 11, the Gabba,
Brisbane
Second T20: October 14, Manuka

Oval, Canberra
Third T20: October 17, Adelaide
Oval
Men’s Test Series
First Test: December 3-7, the Gabba,
Brisbane
Second Test: December 11-15,
Adelaide Oval (day-night)
Third Test: December 26-30, MCG
Fourth Test: January 3-7, SCG
Men’s ODI Series
First ODI: January 12, Perth Stadium
Second ODI: January 15, MCG
Third ODI: January 17, SCG.
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The much-delayed 36th
National Games, scheduled

for October-November in Goa,
was on Thursday postponed
indefinitely due to the Covid-
19 pandemic.

The Indian Olympic
Association (IOA) recently
asked the Goa Government to
host the National Games as
scheduled from October 20 to
November 4 this year.

However, a spurt in the
number of novel coronavirus
cases has led to a postpone-
ment.

“The National Games
organising committee has
decided to postpone National
Games due to Covid-19 pan-
demic,” Goa’s deputy Chief
Minister Manohar (Babu)

Ajgaonkar, who also holds the
sports portfolio, was quoted as
saying in a statement shared by
IOA President Narinder Batra.

“... Committee to hold
meeting in September end and
decide on fixing dates for
National Games. (Goa)
Government to take advice
from Union Sports Ministry,
need four months advance
notice to organise games,”
Ajgaonkar’s statement added.

The previous edition of the
Games was held back in 2015
in Kerala.

The upcoming Games, fac-
ing uncertainty for long, was
originally scheduled for
November 2018 but was post-
poned to April 2019. However,
due to the general election, the
Government of Goa ordered
another cancellation.

With the Games infrastruc-
ture nearing completion, the
postponement is set to bring in
big losses to the state
Government.

Last month, it had sought
clarification from the Indian
Olympic Association over the
fate of the Games in the wake
of the pandemic.

And there was hope for the
Games to go ahead as sched-
uled as the state was marked in
the green zone for quite a
while.

But a sudden spurt has
proved to be decisive.

Goa has so far reported 68
confirmed cases for the novel
coronavirus.

There were concerns about
athletes coming here from other
states, including the ones badly
affected by the pandemic.
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England’s white-ball captain
Eoin Morgan has cast

doubts on the T20 World Cup
going ahead as per schedule,
saying that hosts Australia
would be wary of risking a sec-
ond wave of coronavirus out-
break in the country.

Australia, who are sched-
uled to host the T20 World Cup
from October 18 to November
15, has been largely successful
in containing the contagion by
sealing their borders and
imposing travel restrictions.
“I’d be surprised if it goes
ahead,” Morgan was
quoted as saying by the
Press Association.

“My reasons for that
would be if you look
at how Australia
has handled the
p a n d e m i c ,
they’ve shut
down the bor-
ders pretty
early, had a lim-
ited number of
cases and deaths
in comparison to
the rest of the
world,” he added.

Morgan said

going ahead, Australia, which
has reported just over 7,100
positive cases with more than
6500 recoveries and 103 deaths,
would be weighing their
options.

“Their biggest worry mov-
ing forward — a small negative
to a huge positive — would be
they almost don’t know what
the immunity would be like if
the virus does have an out-
break,” he added.

Morgan said that having
teams flying in from across the
world will come with the pos-
sibility of a second Covid-19

outbreak in the country.
“Having 16 teams

across several venues has
the potential to expose

something,” Morgan said
“It might only be

a handful of cases
to be spread, but
when you look at
how quickly it
escalates, you
weigh up the
chance of play-
ing a World Cup
or postponing it,
(which is) prob-
ably a bigger
positive,” he
added.
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Former India captain and Kings XI Punjab
head coach Anil Kumble is hopeful of the IPL

happening this year and is not averse to the idea
of conducting the cash-rich event without
spectators due to the Covid-19 threat.

“Yes we are hopeful and optimistic that there
is still a possibility (to hold IPL this year) if we
can cram in the schedule,” Kumble said on Star
Sports show Cricket Connected.

“If we are going to have a stadium without
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The Premier League season
is set to restart on June 17,

three months after it was sus-
pended due to the coronavirus
pandemic, British media
reported on Thursday.

No matches have been
played since Leicester’s 4-0 win
over Aston Villa on March 9,
with Liverpool just two wins
away from securing the title.

Top-flight clubs voted
unanimously on Wednesday to
return to contact training and
were meeting again on
Thursday to discuss issues such
as the restart date and the
rebate to broadcasters.

The BBC reported that the
first two matches would be
Aston Villa vs Sheffield United
and Manchester City vs
Arsenal. Those matches are the
two games in hand.

A full fixture list would
then be played on the weekend
of June 19-21.

���� ����� The International
Cricket Council (ICC) Board on
Thursday deferred a decision on
the fate of this year’s T20 World
Cup in Australia till June 10 as
it continued exploring contin-
gency plans amid a raging pan-
demic.

The ICC also launched an
inquiry into concerns over the
“confidentiality” of its function-
ing, which the Board felt has
been breached in the past few
days.

“The Board also requested
the ICC management continue
with their discussions with
stakeholders in exploring vari-
ous contingency options in light
of the rapidly changing public
health situation caused by the
Covid-19 virus,” the ICC said in
a statement after the Board’s tele-
conference.

It is learnt that most of the
discussion on the day was per-
taining to classified information,
including internal e-mails, being
leaked, an issue that outgoing
chairman Shashank Manohar as
well as board members
addressed.

“A number of Board mem-
bers had raised their concerns
over this issue recently and felt
it required immediate attention
to ensure the sanctity and con-
fidentiality of Board matters in
line with the highest standards
of governance,” the ICC release
stated. 

In fact, the ICC’s Ethics
Officer will be probing the
media leaks.

“There was unanimous

agreement to immediately initi-
ate an independent investigation
led by the ICC’s Ethics Officer
and supported by global experts.
The Board will be updated on
this by the ICC CEO at its next
meeting on 10 June 2020,” it fur-
ther stated.

It is understood that ICC
board discussed all options with
regards to the World Cup but
there was no unanimity on
whether to go ahead with the
World T20 as per schedule or
postpone it to 2021 or possibly
2022, which for many is a prac-
tical solution.

With Cricket Australia
announcing their itinerary on
the day, which included T20
matches in October, there are
questions as to why the World
T20 cannot go ahead in such a
scenario.

“If you look at the
Australian itinerary, India’s T20
games are scheduled in mid-
October before the start of
World T20. If you can play T20
games in mid-October, why is it
not safe to play World T20,” a
source told PTI.

But having a World T20 is
not only a health concern but
also about commercial viability.

If BCCI is unable to organ-
ise the IPL in this window, it
stands to lose �4000 crore,
which certainly would be a big
blow.

Also Star, which is broadcast
partner of both the ICC and
BCCI, will also need to be taken
into confidence with regards to
rejigging of the calender.  PNS
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The use of saliva to
shine the ball is a “dif-

ficult habit” to get over but
India’s bowling coach
Bharath Arun says he
won’t mind an “external
substance” at its expense if
it is used across teams.

In the wake of Covid-
19 pandemic, ICC Cricket
Committee has decided to
ban the use of saliva as a
part of health safety pro-
tocol.

A lot of premier play-

ers and coaches now feel
that the use of external
substances should be

allowed to shine the ball in
order to maintain a bal-
ance between the bat and
ball.

“As far as use of exter-
nal substance is con-
cerned, as long as it is
same and uniform for all
the teams, why not try it,”
Arun said.

“Use of saliva will be
a very difficult habit to get
over but we will make a
conscious effort during
our training and practice
sessions to get rid of this
habit,” he added.

������Legendary
England all-
rounder Ian
Botham has said he
would have loved to
play against Indian
captain Virat Kohli,
saying he is the
right guy to lead the
Indian cricket team.

Speaking in an
online chat session
with Playwrite Foundation, Botham was quot-
ed as saying by The Times of India: “Virat takes
the game to the opposition, he takes a stand for
his players. I would have loved to play against
him. He is the right guy to take Indian cricket
forward.”

Asked about all-rounders in modern day
cricket, he said: “All-rounders can’t be manufac-
tured, they don’t grow on trees. The workload
is double and it obviously takes a toll on your
body. Just imagine Kapil… the amount of
bowling he did on those Indian pitches, which
had very little to offer, that too in the scorching
heat of Chennai and Delhi. I can’t see anyone in
the present generation being able to do that,”
Botham said.

Botham also rated Ben Stokes higher than
Andrew Flintoff, saying the 2019 World Cup and
Ashes hero is like him.

“Ben (Stokes) is better than a mile to
Freddy (Flintoff). Ben Stokes is the closest ver-
sion of me, he plays like me with his heart on
his sleeve. Flintoff was good but Stokes is just
exceptional. He is the best cricketer in the world
now.” IANS
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Pakistan fielding coach Grant
Bradburn and spin great

Saqlain Mushtaq were on
Thursday appointed as PCB’s
Head of High Performance
Coaching and Head of
International Player
Development, respectively, as
part of a restructuring of its pre-
mier training facility.

Bradburn is presently the
fielding coach of the Pakistan’s
men’s national team, a role he
took in September 2018 follow-
ing a successful coaching stint

with the Scotland national team.
He will be responsible for

raising the overall standard of
player support personnel across
all the high performance centres
of the country.

Saqlain played interna-
tional cricket between 1995
and 2004 and will be respon-
sible for identifying,
developing and
preparing players so
that they can go on
to become world-
class cricketers.

S a q l a i n ,
known for intro-

ducing the Doosra, in his first
full year (1996) with the Pakistan
team established a record for the
most ODI wickets in a calendar
year (65).

He then did even better the
following year, setting a mark
(69) that still stands.

Saqlain has previously
worked as a spin bowling

coach with Bangladesh,
West Indies and
England, apart from serv-

ing as a consultant
for PCB, Cricket

Australia and New
Zealand Cricket.

“It is an honour and a priv-
ilege to represent Pakistan...I am
delighted to have been offered
this exciting opportunity to
work on skilful and exciting
young cricketers and help them
grow in their careers.

“I am confident I will be
able to translate all my knowl-
edge and experience in the
High Performance Centre and
help the PCB raise the bar and
set new benchmarks,” said
Saqlain.

The PCB will announce
Bradburn’s replacement in the
national team in due course.
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The Table Tennis Federation
of India (TTFI) will make a

fresh attempt to organise a
training camp at the end of June
but top players including
Sharath Kamal and G Sathiyan
are not ready to travel anytime
soon as the situation remains
“unsafe”.

After the Government
allowed sports complexes to
open without spectators earlier
this month, the TTFI had writ-
ten to the players to assemble for
a camp in the first week of June.

However, none of the top
players was keen to travel and
their response will be on simi-
lar lines when they receive the
federation’s letter for the second
time.

“We should be looking at

July if at all. It is still too early
to travel and things are not set-
tling down. The cases continue
to rise. Let there be some stabil-
ity, until then we can keep
training the way we have been
at home,” India’s highest-ranked

player at 31, Sharath said.
World number 32 G

Sathiyan, who is based in
Chennai like Sharath,  is happy
training in his home city under
personal coach S Raman.

Asked the need for a train-
ing camp at this juncture, TTFI
secretary general M P Singh said
they are only acting on
Government’s direction and
checking players’ availability
for June end.

“If the players think it is
unsafe for June end also, it is
their choice and we respect
that. But we are only acting as
per Government’s direction,”
Singh said.

The plan is to have 16 play-
ers (8 men and 8 women) train-
ing under one roof and the
venue options are Delhi,
Sonepat and Patiala.

���B��� Julian Nagelsman
slammed 10-man RB Leipzig for
defending like “a school team” in
Wednesday’s 2-2 draw at home
to Hertha Berlin behind closed
doors which cost them the
chance to go second in the
Bundesliga.

Hertha forward Krzysztof
Piatek equalised with a late
penalty to seal the draw and save
the blushes of goalkeeper Rune
Jarstein who had made a blun-
der for Leipzig’s second goal.

However, Nagelsmann was
furious that Leipzig conceded a
weak goal from a corner with
only nine minutes gone when
Hertha midfielder Marko
Grujic, on loan from Liverpool,
fired home unmarked.

“We started well, but fell
behind because we defend a set
piece like a school team,” fumed
Nagelsmann.

“We simply did nothing,
everyone is standing in position,
yet he (Grujic) could finish
with his foot, in the box.

“This is the second time in
a row in a home game that we
conceded from a set piece,” said
Nagelsmann whose team drew
1-1 against Freiburg in their last
home game.

“We have to blame our-
selves for this. We’re happy that
we scored another point, but I’m
not happy at all.”

The result leaves Leipzig
third in the table, two points
behind Dortmund. AFP
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Roland Garros chiefs insist-
ed on Wednesday the

French Open, delayed until
September due to the coron-
avirus pandemic, will have fans
attending even if they still have
to abide by social distancing
rules.

“In the autumn, we will
play Roland Garros with an
optimum spectator capacity
which allows fans to respect
social distancing,” Jean-
Francois Vilotte, the director-
general of the French Tennis
Federation (FFT), told AFP.

“The aim is that there will
be spectators but we will have
the capacity to organise Roland
Garros whatever the option
decided, including behind
closed doors.”

If fans are to be welcome at

the rescheduled tournament,
then tickets would have to go
on resale.

“We have set ourselves a
deadline (for resale) ... but you
will not know it,” added Vilotte.

“It will be an exceptional
tournament anyway," he said,
adding the organisation was
working on holding a “post-
poned tournament” and not a
“downgraded” version.

In other words, juniors,
singles, doubles and wheel-
chair tennis events will still be
staged.
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Western Australia Cricket
Association (WACA) chief

Christina Matthews has lashed out at
Cricket Australia for choosing
Brisbane over Perth as one of the
venues for the high-profile Test series
against India in the summer.

Matthews said the newly built
Optus Stadium is better than the
Gabba in every way. Instead, Perth will
be hosting the low profile one-off Test
against Afghanistan in November.

“All the metrics associated with
cricket over the last two years see us
surpass Brisbane in every area,
whether that’s crowds, broadcast rat-
ings, even better rainfall at that time
of year, more corporate seats — just
so many indicators — and a brand
new stadium,” Matthews was quoted
as saying by Fox Sports on Thursday.

“When Australian cricket’s prima-
ry objective is fans first, it is astound-
ing that the 10,000 members who pay
money to support cricket year after
year in this state are not afforded the
number one Test team to tour this
year.

“The last time (India tour of
2014), we were told it was because our
venue wasn’t good enough and if we
supported a new stadium, this would
never happen again. And here we are
again,” Matthews said referring to the
old WACA stadium.

India played in Perth when they
toured last year (December 2018) with
Australia winning the second Test by
146 runs to level the series.

The reinstatement of the Gabba
comes after support from none other
than Australia captain Tim Paine.
Australia have not lost there in more
than 30 years.
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