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The States cannot impose
lockdown without approval

from the Ministry of Home
Affairs (MHA). According to
new guidelines released by the
Ministry of Home on
Wednesday, only in contain-
ment zones, the States are
empowered to impose lock-
downs and the list of contain-
ment zones has to be updated
with the Union Health
Ministry.

The Union Home Ministry
on Wednesday issued new
guidelines asking States to fol-
low the strict directives in
crowd management to contain
the Covid-19 pandemic. As
per the new directions, the
States are allowed to impose
restrictions like night curfew
and reduction of number of
people allowed to assemble but
can’t impose lockdown without
approval from the MHA. Only
in containment zones, the States
are empowered to impose lock-
downs and the list of contain-
ment zones has to be updated
with Union Health Ministry.

The MHA’s new directions,
titled as ‘Guidelines for
Surveillance, Containment and

Caution’ will be applicable
from December 1 to December
31, directed the States and
Union Territories to imple-
ment Standard Operating
Procedures (SOPs) approved by
the Union Health Ministry in
controlling the crowd man-
agement, fines for non-mask
wearing, opening of academic
institutions etc. These guide-
lines are to implement ‘Covid
appropriate behaviour’, said
the MHA.

“The main focus of the
guidelines is to consolidate the
substantial gains that have been
achieved against the spread of
Covid-19 which is visible in the
steady decline in number of
active cases in the country.
Further, keeping in view the
recent spike in new cases in a
few States/UTs, ongoing festi-
val season and onset of winter,
it is emphasised that to fully
overcome the pandemic, there
is need to maintain caution and

to strictly follow the prescribed
containment strategy, focussed
on surveillance, containment
and strict observance of the
guidelines/SOPs issued by
MHA and Ministry of Health
& Family Welfare (MOHFW).

“Local district, police and
municipal authorities shall be
responsible to ensure that the
prescribed containment mea-
sures are strictly followed.
States and UTs, based on their
assessment of the situation,
may impose local restrictions,
with a view to contain the
spread of Covid-19 and imple-
ment surveillance and con-
tainment,” said the MHA’s new
guidelines. There shall be
intensive house-to-house sur-
veillance by surveillance teams
formed for the purpose and
testing shall be carried out as
per prescribed protocol in con-
tainment zones.

“Listing of contacts shall be
carried out in respect of all per-
sons found positive, along with
their tracking, identification,
quarantine and follow up of
contacts for 14 days (80 per
cent of contacts to be traced in
72 hours). Quick isolation of
Covid-19 patients shall be
ensured in treatment facili-

ties/ home (subject to fulfilling
the home isolation guidelines),”
said the MHA detailing the
SOPs to followed in contain-
ment zones.

The new guidelines direct-
ed that the State/UT
Governments shall take all
necessary measures to pro-
mote Covid-19 appropriate
behaviour and to ensure strict
enforcement of wearing of face
masks, hand hygiene and social
distancing. “In order to enforce
the core requirement of wear-
ing of face masks, States and
UTs may consider administra-
tive actions, including imposi-
tion of appropriate fines, on
persons not wearing face masks
in public and work spaces,” 
it said.

“Social/ religious/ sports/
entertainment/ educational/
cultural/ religious gatherings,
with up to a maximum of 50
per cent of the hall capacity,
with a ceiling of 200 persons in
closed spaces; and keeping of
the size of the ground/ space in
view, in open spaces. However,
based on their assessment of
the situation, State/ UT
Governments may reduce the
ceiling to 100 persons or less,
in closed spaces,” said the

guidelines.
States and UTs, based on

their assessment of the situa-
tion, may impose local restric-
tions, with a view to contain the
spread of Covid-19 such as
night curfew. However, State/
UT Governments shall not
impose any local lockdown
(State/ district/ sub-divi-
sion/city level), outside the
containment zones, without
prior consultation with the
Central Government. States
and UTs also need to enforce
social distancing in offices. In
cities, where the weekly Case
Positivity Rate is more than 10

per cent, States and UTs con-
cerned shall consider imple-
menting staggered office tim-
ings and other suitable mea-
sures, with a view to reduce the
number of employees attending
office at the same time, there-
by ensuring social distancing.
No restriction on Inter-State
and intra-State movement, said
the new guidelines.

“There shall be no restric-
tion on inter-State and intra-
State movement of persons
and goods including those for
cross land-border trade under
treaties with neighbouring
countries. No separate per-

mission/ approval/ e-permit
will be required for such move-
ments,” said the guidelines.
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New Delhi: The Union
Health Ministry Wednesday
asked state governments to
initiate steps for reopening of
medical colleges from
December 1 or before it, but
with strict adherence to all
Covid-19 related guidelines.
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New Delhi: The Supreme
Court on Wednesday stayed
the Andhra Pradesh High
Court direction restraining the
media from publishing news
regarding an FIR lodged on
alleged irregularities in land
transactions in Amaravati.

A bench headed by Justice
Ashok Bhushan said that the
high court shall not decide till
January last week the pending
matter which relates to the
alleged illegal land transac-
tions during shifting of the
State capital to Amaravati.

The bench, also compris-
ing Justices RS Reddy and MR
Shah, refused to stay at this
stage the other directions of the
HC, including the stay on
probe into the FIR. 

The SC passed the order
while hearing an appeal filed by
the Andhra Pradesh
Government against HC’s
September 15 order.

The top court, which did
not issue notice to chief min-
ister YS Jagan Mohan Reddy on
the appeal, sought responses
from others including the
Director General of Police of
Andhra Pradesh.

“In the meantime, direc-
tions issued in the impugned
order dated September 15,
2020 to the extent of following
shall remain stayed. 
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Senior Congress leader and
the party’s trusted back-

room strategist Ahmed Patel
died at a Gurugram hospital in
the early hours of Wednesday
due to multiple organ failure
more than a month after he
tested positive for Covid-19.

His son Faisal took to
social media to share that Patel
died at 3.30 am at Medanta
hospital in Gurugram where he
was admitted on November 15
after he developed complica-
tions.

Patel’s family urged all well-
wishers to adhere to the Covid-
19 regulations by avoiding
mass gatherings. The veteran
Congress leader had himself
announced on Twitter on
October 1 that he had tested
positive for Covid-19 and all
those who had come in close
contact of him should also get
tested. 

Patel leaves behind his
wife, a son and a daughter. Patel
will be laid to rest at his pater-

nal village and also his birth-
place at Piraman in Gujarat on
Thursday.

“AP” to his friends and
“Ahmed Bhai” to colleagues,
Patel was one of the closest
aides of Congress chief Sonia
Gandhi and her political sec-
retary for a long time. He was
the troubleshooter of the

Congress and had steered the
party out of ticklish situations
many a time. 

He was the grand old
party’s pointsman for building
consensus on key issues with
other parties and leaders and
was instrumental in steering
two UPA Governments under
the Prime Ministership of

Manmohan Singh.
A soft-spoken and affable

man, Patel was well respected
and had friends across the
aisle and in different spheres.
Patel was currently a member
of the Rajya Sabha from
Gujarat. He was an eight-time
parliamentarian — five times in
the Rajya Sabha, three times in
the Lok Sabha. His last Rajya
Sabha election in 2017 was con-
tested very keenly amid charges
of horse-trading. He was cur-
rently the Congress treasurer,
a post that he occupied thrice.

Patel began his political
career by contesting the local
body polls in Gujarat’s Bharuch
district in 1976.

He became a Lok Sabha
member in March 1977 and
was a member of the sixth, sev-
enth and eighth Lok Sabha till
1989. He was elected to the
Rajya Sabha for the first time
in August 1993.

Patel was a close confidant
of Rajiv Gandhi and the par-
liamentary secretary to the
Prime Minister from 1985 to

1986. He later took charge of
the Congress’s organisational
structure both in Gujarat and
at the party high-command.
Though Patel never became a
Minister, he always worked as
the background man in the
Congress and was at the cen-
trestage of the party’s decision-
making till his death.

“Secrets will travel with me
to my grave.” That was Patel’s
matter-of-fact response a few
months ago when asked if he
would pen his memoirs to
share his experiences as the
party insider with a finger on
its power buttons. 

Patel’s name cropped in
several political scams and
scandals and he was also
undergoing probes regarding
which he always claimed that
he will come out clean.  

Patel could have been the
tell-all leader offering insights
and information with his inside
view of the workings of the
Congress and the political
world. But he would have none
of it.

�
��������

�"�"������������#��	���!�����������

���������	
�����

���
����	�����������
�������������������	�����������	��������
�

������������ �����������������
����

�������	
��

������

������������������������	����������
�����������
����
�������������
�����	�����
�����
��������

�
��� ��!���"�������������#

#�����
�$
%��

����� (�'(���0��+

Abrilliant halo was found
around the moon on

Wednesday evening in the sky
across the State, including in
the capital city here.

An astronomer said the
unusual sight is caused by cir-

rus clouds that are around
20,000 feet or higher above us.
They are made of tiny ice crys-
tals. Moonlight or sunlight

through the ice crystal causes
the light to split, or be refract-
ed. When at just the right
angle, it causes us to see the
halo. Weather folklore says a
ring around the sun or moon
means it will rain soon. 

While that is not always the
case, it often is actually true.
Cirrus clouds typically move
into an area well ahead of a
storm system that may cause
rain in the next day or

so.Usually halos around sun-
light have been observed across
the world on different occa-
sions.
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Opposition BJP and
Congress on Wednesday

came down heavily on the BJD
Government accusing it of
inept handling of the border
disputes with neighbouring
States even as Revenue and
Disaster Management Minister
Sudam Marndi said all such
differences would be resolved
through mutual understanding.

The issue was raised in the
Assembly though a discussion
on the admissibility of an
adjournment motion on inter-
State boundary disputes.
“There are 21 villages of
Koraput district and 16 villages
of Gajapati district having dis-
pute with Andhra Pradesh. As
there is no development in the
border areas, people are now
inclined towards the neigh-
bouring State,” BJP Chief Whip
Mohan Majhi said while initi-
ating the debate.

Stating that the border dis-
putes continue since decades,
Majhi demanded immediate
intervention of Chief Minister
Naveen Patnaik in order to save
Odisha’s boundary.BJP deputy
leader in Asse4mbly Bishnu
Sethi said the neighbouring
States are indulged in illegal
activities as the state govern-
ment is not serious about the
border disputes. “The Minister

is not interested to intervene
into the matter which indicates
that the government is least
bothered for the people living
on the fringe area,” he said.
Sethi said the people in the
border area are in dilemma as
there is “inaction” from the
state government side while
they get lucrative offers from
the neighbouring State
Governments. 

The infiltrators are taking
advantage of the situation and
entering into Baleswar and
Bhadrak districts, he pointed
out demanding constitution of
an all-party committee to
resolve the issue.

The BJP members also said
that the State Government
should accept the recent pro-
posal of Union Minister
Dhjarmendra Pradhan to
resolve the border disputes.

Congress Legislature Party
Leader Narasingha Mishra
accused the State Government
of remaining in “deep sleep and
in coma” and therefore unable
to make any effort to resolve
the issue. He, however, walked
out of the House for not getting
sufficient time to elaborately
speak on the issue.

Minister Marndi admitted
that there was a border dispute
between some districts of
Andhra Pradesh on 21 cluster
villages of Kotia panchayat and

Sambai village under Pottangi
tehsil in Koraput district. He
said efforts are on by the
Koraput district administration
and and the Revenue
Divisional Commissioner
(southern division) to resolve
the issue. “The Collector of
Visakhapatnam district said
that the dispute will be resolved
on the basis of the revenue map
of both the states,” he added.

In regard to the border dis-
pute with West Bengal, he said
a high-level meeting between
the senior revenue officials of
the two states was held in
Bhubaneswar on July 24 last
year where it was decided that
the demarcation of the bound-
aries will be made in accor-
dance with the guidelines of the
National Green Tribunal
(NGT). Besides, illegal sand
quarry in the bordering villages
in Baleswar district will be
stopped.

The Minister said the State
Government has formed a sur-
vey team with the Additional
District Collector, Sub-
Collector of Baleswar, tehsildar
of Jaleswar, Assistant Director
Land Record and Survey and
two scientists of the Odisha
Remote Sensing Application
Centre as members for demar-
cation of the villages along the
Subarnarekha river with the
officials of the West Bengal.
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The Vigilance police on
Wednesday raided the office

and residences of 1987-batch
IFS officer Abhay Kant Pathak
at several places in Odisha,
Mumbai, Bihar and Rajasthan
on charge of amassing proper-
ties disproportionate to his
known sources of income.
Currently, Pathak is the State’s
Additional PCCF ( Plan,
Programme and
A f f ore s t at i on ) . S e p a r at e
Vigilance teams conducted

searches at five places in
Bhubaneswar, seven in Mumbai
and Pune of Maharashtra, at dif-
ferent places in Bihar and
Udaipur in Rajasthan.. 

Vigilance sources said about
150 officers and staffs from dif-
ferent Vigilance Divisions and
witnesses were mobilised for
search operations.In Pune,
Pathak’s farmhouse at 115, Hill
Town area in Bhugaon and a flat
at God’s Blessings Apartment in
Koregaon Park were searched.

However, exact amount of
the alleged huge dispropor-
tionate assets that the IFS offi-
cer has possessed was yet to be
ascertained till the last reports
came in.
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The State on Wednesday
registered 730 new Covid-

19 cases in all 30 districts and
the State pool, with which the
total positives’ tally rose to
3,16,001, the Health and Family
Welfare Department said.

Of the new cases, 419 were
from quarantine and 311 were
local contacts. Mayurbhanj dis-
trict reported the day’s highest
68 cases followed by Khordha
65, Sundargarh 57, Cuttack
49, Nuapada 46, Angul 44,
Keonjhar 40, Kalahandi 33,
Puri 29, Jajpur and Jharsuguda
25 each, Jagatsingpur 23,
Bargarh 21, Kendrapada 14,
Ganjam 12, Sambalpur and
Subarnapur nine each,
Rayagada eight, Dhenkanal
and Nabarangpur seven each,
Koraput five, Gajapati and
Deogarh four each,  Malkangiri
three and Boudh one. 

Besides, four cases were
reported from the State pool.
Meanwhile, 16 more persons
succumbed to the disease on
the day in the State, pushing the
total toll to 1,687. Four persons
died in Sundargarh district,
three in Puri, two in Khordha
and one each in Angul,
Bargarh, Bhadrak, Cuttack,
Dhenkanal, Ganjam and Jajpur.
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The Coid-19 positives con-
tinued to decline in Capital

city Bhubaneswar with 31 new
cases reported on Wednesday.
With this, the positives’ total
tally rose to 30,563, including
511 active cases.Of the new
cases 23 were local contacts and
eight quarantine cases.

Meanwhile, one more per-
son succumbed to the virus in
the city on the day, pushing the
total death toll to 210.However,
55 patients recovered on the
day, taking the total recoveries
to 29,821. 
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Aday after a man and his
wife attempted self-immo-

lation in front of State
Assembly, the Government on
Wednesday directed Crime
Branch police to probe  abduc-
tion and killing of their five-
year-old daughter Pari. 

The Crime Branch would
undertake a proper investiga-
tion into matter and take
appropriate action as per law,
said Minister of State for Home
Dibya Shankar Mishra while
making a statement onissue in
Assembly.  On  police action
taken so far in Nayagarh dis-
trict, where incident had taken
place, Minister said that as
many as 34 suspects have been
questioned while four persons
underwent polygraph tests at

the State Forensic Science
Laboratory in Bhubaneswar in
connection with the case. A
case was registered at
Nayagarh Sadar police station
on July 14. Police stations
across State were informed
after girl had gone missing and
her body was subsequently
recovered, Mishra said.

A sniffer dog was engaged
and a scientific team was put
into service to collect evidence
relating to the incident, the
Minister said. The postmortem
of the victim's body by doctors
of the SCB Medical College
Hospital revealed. “Bone and
soft tissue produced is of
human origin and appears to of
a female child of age 5-6 years. 

Opinion about sexual
abuse and cause of death can-
not be determined at this stage
of decomposition with available
body parts," he said.
Opposition BJP and Congress
members, however, did not
agree to Crime Branch probe
into case. "The Minister (appar-

ently meaning Arun Sahoo
who is Nayagarh MLA) has
been threatening (concened)
Laxmipur Sarpanch. Who is
Babuli Nayak (the prime
accused in case)? We do not
feel investigation by the Crime
Branch will be impartial," said
Leader of Opposition Pradipta
Naik of BJP. 

Congress MLA Tara
Prasad Bahinipati said, "The
Crime Branch probe will be
biased as it (the investigating
agency) uses to support
Government. Notably, Speaker
Surjya Narayan Patro had on
Tuesday asked Minister to
inform House about circum-
stances under which girl’s par-
ents made self-immolation
attempt near Assembly and
murder of  girl. 

The Speaker's direction
came following demands by
BJP and Congress members for
a Government statement on
inability of police to nab  cul-
prits involved in kidnap and
killing of the girl in July.
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It’s not untrue some police
officials abuse power for pri-

vate gain of several kinds. The
NN Vohra committee report of
1993 explains the inside story
too vividly though the script is
not popularly available.  

All the same, like every-
where else in the world, less
than 0.1% of police guys are

honest and gutsy and can never
figure in Vohra committee-
like reports. These rare breed
of police heroes remain dedi-
cated to eliminating dreaded
criminals who are nearly
impossible to nab under the
provisions of law. They are god-
send creatures and invariably
regarded as messiahs.

The ‘difficult to forget’ for-
est brigand Veerappan’s gory
credentials are a case in point
even today. In August 1992,
Verappan killed Mysore SP
Harikrishna and his team of six
policemen. A year later, he
killed 22 policemen and seri-
ously injured SP Gopalakrishna
through a blast.

After kidnapping the cine
star, Veerappan set out a long
list of demands, including set-
tling of Cauvery water disputes,
to camouflage his only ransom
term, close TADA cases against
his associates and release them
from jails.

Bowing to the brigand, the
two state governments began
the legal process to release his

associates. No human rights
organisation, rights activist or
advocate felt the need to move
SC against this unholy nexus
trampling the dignity of those
who died fighting the scourge
called Veerappan. It was Abdul
Karim, a grieving old father of
a sub-inspector slain by
Veerappan, who courageously
moved the SC to stop this
smothering of the rule of law.
The SC agreed with Karim and
prevented release of brigand’s
associates.

Veerappan was killed in a
police encounter on October
18, 2004, which had raised
several legal questions. His
wife Muthulakshmi said her
husband was sedated by her
relatives and then killed in
cold blood by police! Her tears
moved the human rights
organisations, which had not
reacted to tears shed silently by
the kin of the 124 killed in cold
blood by the brigand. 

The people who raised
questions merrily forgot the
2,000 elephants and the eaten

up sandalwood forests.Around
then, as many as eight human
rights organisations came
together to form a fact finding
team which visited the
Veerappan encounter site. 

On January 18, 2005 the
fact finding team released its
report to the media echoing
Muthulakshmi’s version -
Veerappan and his three asso-
ciates were given sedative
through buttermilk and that
they were unconscious when
captured by policemen. The
most honourable Madras High
Court tossed out this theory in
its March 2006 judgment. 

The court realised the truth
and acted accordingly. The
public decision was more
respectable than the letter-dri-
ven impression created by the
headless rights activists. The
entire mankind was happy that
a dreaded criminal was elimi-
nated, no matter how.

Odisha used to be a peace-
ful State until recent times. But
due to information technology
being easy to access and cheap

to use, everyone today knows
everything. Criminals of all
grades are emerging every day,
that find picking sophisticated
crime tricks by using high-tech
information devices which are
a dozen a dime presently. So,
even the Odisha suburban
gangster is as sophisticated in
applying the criminal mind and
methods as the members of the
crime syndicates in New York
or Moscow. 

Extortion, intimidation,
robbery, forced prostitution
and rape had become uncon-
trollable criminal activities
across Odisha before Naveen
Patnaik became boss. After
Naveen took over, crime con-
trol was placed high on agen-
da. Dreaded criminals from the
organised crime cartels and the
street hooligans alike were
identified and fixed by the
police. 

Not surprisingly, many a
so-called high-profile crime-
loving crooks who enjoyed
being  protégés of politicians or
kept political bigwigs under

threat, had to surrender or
flee.Only a couple of months
ago, eminent citizens of
Cuttack expressed displeasure
when DCP Akhilesh Singh
was relocated to Puri. Even
highly-respected members of
the judiciary, both serving and
former, felt uncomfortable over
Akhilesh’s transfer. Akhilesh
landed in Puri to get down to
business without losing even
one hour over meaningless
niceties. 

He never  threw his weight
around as the top cop but
devoted quality time to devis-
ing strategies for crime control
in shortest time and send fear
signals across the criminal
groups. In less than two
months, absconding arrest-
warrantees were picked, dread-
ed ones nabbed and the rattled
ones simply compelled to van-
ish into thin air.

Extortion and bullying
rackets were busted ruthlessly,
illegal lottery-gambling organ-
isers pounded in a manner as
never before and narcotic drug

peddlers caught, crushed and
their pan-India links identified.
Most significantly, the dreaded
criminals dealing in illegal
firearms were scooped from all
their hiding holes and brought
to book.

As the word goes round
today, one such guy with a
number of criminal cases
slapped on him from previous
years was nabbed and taken to
custody. While facing interro-
gation, he played smart and
allegedly hurled abuses at the
already infuriated officials. 

On being horrifically
warned, he realised mistake
and got panicky; and sensing
danger of landing in jail for
long lost composure. What
followed exactly, no outsider
knows.  But there is talk of sud-
den mental breakdown and
eventual collapse ending in
death.

The people must know no
police guy would commit such
a blunder as using fatal third
degree methods. Marks of
injury sometimes show up if

the accused tried to escape
from routine strangleholds
resulting in slip of feet and fall
on rough surfaces.

Now uproar is being heard
by rights groups who keep
singing the ‘letter’ of a court
ruling rather than the ‘spirit’ of
law.That dreaded criminals of
any hue or enormity have to go
has been an age-old public
demand since man became
civilised. 

Wrongly or rightly, an indi-
vidual, grossly hated by the
public, has lost his life. But the
sensible residents of Puri town
say, “That a life got extin-
guished is a painful incident.
But the person who lost life is
a hated one even after death,
which means he was a burden
on humanity for having con-
stantly caused pain, ache and
sorrow and distress to innocent
law-abiding locals.”

By and large, the people do
not miss the dead; they miss
Akhilesh Singh, whom they
consider a big victim of cir-
cumstances.
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Intensifying its protest over
the kidnap and murder of

five-year-old girl Pari of
Jadupur village in Nayagarh,
the district unit of the BJP on
Wednesday burnt an effigy of
Minister Arun Kumar Sahoo at
Traffic Chhak here demanding
his resignation.

BJP leaders alleged that
the prime accused in the case
Babuli Nayak is being shielded
by the Minister, who is also the
Nayagarh MLA, for which
police are unable to take action
against him. 

The leaders also met the
district Collector and submit-
ted a memorandum to him in
this regard.Besides, members of

the BJP State Mahila Morcha
under the leadership of its
president Smriti Patnaik took
out a rally from the party State
headquarters in Bhubaneswar
to Master Canteen Square
demanding immediate arrest of
Babuli Nayak and resignation
of Minister Sahoo. 

Notably, the deceased girl’s
father Ashok Sahoo and moth-

er Saudamini had on Tuesday
attempted self-immolation out-
side the State Assembly
demanding justice for their
daughter. 

Alleging police inaction in
the case, the couple accused
Minister Sahoo of shielding
accused Nayak. They claimed
that Nayak is a close aide of
Sahoo.
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Chief Minister Naveen
Patnaik on Wednesday

wrote to Prime Minister
Narendra Modi requesting him
to give clarification on the time-
frame for conduct of Classes-X
and XII Board examinations
and duration of the 2020-21
academic session.

In the letter, Patnaik said all
enrolled students and their par-
ents and teachers are in a state
of uncertainty leading to anxi-
ety due to absence of clarity on
academic session and conduct
of both Board examinations.“As
all competitive entrance exam-
inations and admission in insti-
tutions of high education are

interlinked, national guidelines
with tentative timelines will
help States frame appropriate
strategy. It will also help students
anxious about exam dates to
plan and prepare accordingly,”
letter stated. 

Patnaik emphasised that
keeping in view safety of stu-
dents and after consultation
with different stakeholders and
experts, State Government has
decided to keep educational
institutions closed till December
31.“We have been trying to
reach out to maximum num-
bers of students digitally
through different modes. 

But it is not possible to
cover all students and prepare
them for Boards and different
competitive examinations,”
Patnaik stated.
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Chief Secretary Asit Tripathy
has written a letter to the

Secretary of Ministry of Health
and Family Welfare (MoHFW)
submitting a proposal for estab-
lishment of a second AIIMS in
the State.

The Chief Secretary urged
MoHFW Secretary Rajesh
Bhushan to consider the pro-
posal for setting up of a second
AIIMS in Sundargarh district
at the earliest.

Highlighting that a second
branch of the premier hospital
has been established in Bihar
and a similar proposal is under
consideration in another State,
Tripathy said a second AIIMS
may be considered for western
Odisha in view of healthcare
requirements in State. “There
is already available infrastruc-
ture for college and hospital in

Sundargarh. As a CSR initia-
tive, an MoU has been signed
between Odisha Government
and NTPC to establish a med-
ical college and hospital.
Construction of the project
has been completed and equip-
ment procurement process is
underway.

The hospital is designed
for 500 beds and the college
will be adequate enough to
have 100 strength in MBBS,”
Tripathy mentioned, adding
that the available infrastructure
can be utilised for setting up of
AIIMS within a short period of
time.

It would cater to a large
tribal population in the area
and help provide quality ter-
tiary care in backward area.
The location is easily accessible
through road, railway and air
(Jharsuguda airport), Tripathy
said in the  letter.
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The Keonjhar
Superintendent of Police on

Wednesday said stringent
action would be taken against
police officers, if found guilty,
in connection with the alleged
third degree torture of a minor
boy, Aman Naik(16), in the
custody of the Patna police.

“An inquiry has been
ordered into the incident fol-
lowing the family of the victim
alleged that he was subjected to
third degree torture at  the
Patna police station, “said
Keonjhar SP Mitrabhanu
Mahapatra on his twitter han-
dle.“Ghatagon SDPO is con-
ducting the inquiry and he will submit a report within 24

hours. Strictest possible action
will be taken against defaulting
officers,. Since the incident
involves a child,  the Woman
and Child Cell IIC will conduct
her own independent inquiry,”
added Mahapatra.

Keonjhar DSP (Crime)
Suresh Patra said a complaint
in connection with the boy’s
torture was lodged with the SP
on Tuesday, following which
the Ghatagon  SDPO has been
directed to probe the incident.

Notably, the minor boy of
Kameswarpur village was
allegedly subjected to third
degree torture at the Patna
police station on November 21
when he was summoned for
questioning in connection with
a theft case.
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As the State is passing
through a critical stage of

the Covid-19 pandemic and
there is a need for strict adher-
ence to Covid-19 safety proto-
cols, the Government has
decided to ban congregations
relating to Kartik Purnima and
Bada Osha this year. Kartika
Purnima falls on November 30.

The Special Relief
Commissioner in an order said
congregation at river ghats
/near other water bodies to take
bath and sail miniature boats
on the occasion of Kartik
Purnima, conduct of Bali Yatra
and congregations relating to
Kartik Purnima and Bada Osha
shall remain prohibited.The

order added that any person
found violating it would be
punished under the provisions
of the Disaster Management
Act, 2005 and other relevant
laws. Earlier, the Government
prohibited large social, politi-
cal, sports, entertainment, aca-
demic, cultural and religious
functions and other gatherings
in the State till November 30.

Notably, large numbers of peo-
ple congregate at river ghats or
near other water bodies to
take bath in the wee hours and
sail miniature boats on Kartik
Purnima. 

Besides, Bali Yatra is organ-
ised at different places, includ-
ing Cuttack, Paradip and
Bhubaneswar, attracting large
numbers of people.
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Taking disciplinary action,
the State Government on

Tuesday suspended Cuttack
Deputy Collector (Revenue)
and former Begunia Tehsildar
Bibekananda Parida with
immediate effect. 

An order issued by the
Revenue and Disaster
Management Department stat-
ed that during the period of
suspension, the headquarters of
Parida would be at the office of
the Cuttack Sub-Collector and
he would not leave the head-
quarters without obtaining a
prior permission of the Sub-
Collector.  He is entitles to get
payment of subsistence
allowance in accordance with
rules, the order added.
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The Crime Branch’s Special
Task Force (STF) on

Wednesday busted a leopard
skin smuggling racket by
arresting three persons in this
connection from Bargarh dis-
trict.The STF team has also
seized a leopard skin along with
nails and teethes from them.

Though the accused are
natives of Bargarh district, they
operate their racket from

Bhubaneswar. Further investi-
gation are on unearth more
information to extract more
information about the racket,
the STF officials said Earlier i,
the STF had arrested a driver
of a private university on
charges of smuggling tiger skin
and wildlife organs.

A tiger skin was also
seized from his possession.
The officials said that they
conducted the crackdown
while he was planning to sell
the skin in Bhubaneswar for Rs
5 lakh.. Sources said the Crime
Branch  has seized over 14
leopard skins in separate inci-
dents in the last two years.
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Chief Minister Naveen
Patnaik has stated that the

State Government is fully-pre-
pared for the vaccination pro-
gramme when the Covid vac-
cine would be available. 

During a virtual meet of
Chief Ministers with Prime
Minister Modi on the status
and preparedness of Covid-19
response on Tuesday, Patnaik
said, “Odisha is fully prepared
with a system in place for vac-
cine distribution when it is
available with focus on front-
line health workers, people
above 50 years and co-mor-
bidity.”

With a cautious note,
Patnaik added that the duration
of the vaccine’s efficacy against
Covid-19 virus is still
unknown. “Though we have
prepared for a seamless vacci-
nation programme to save
every life on a priority basis, we

can’t lower our guard even if
when the vaccine is available,”
he said.

Emphasising on the need
of use of masks to prevent the
spread of Covid-19 pandemic,
he said, “We need to ensure
that we all continue to wear
masks, practise social distanc-
ing and hygiene to protect
ourselves against Covid-19.
Let’s resolve not to take the
virus lightly.”
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There would be no supply of
free laptops to meritorious

Plus II students under the Biju
Sashaktikaran Yojana as the
State Government has decided
to send money directly to
accounts of the students instead
of laptops from this year.

As per a decision by the
Higher Education Department,
the students having cleared
the CHSE Plus II Examination
2020 would receive Rs 30,000
each at their bank accounts
towards purchasing of laptops.

The Government had been
distributing free laptops to
15,000 meritorious Plus II stu-
dents since 2013.

A source in the
Department said that many
laptops were found unused by
the students at colleges for
months. In view of this, the
authorities decided to provide
money to the student benefi-
ciaries instead of laptops.

A software in this regard is
being jointly developed by the
Odisha Computer Application
Centre (OCAC) and the
Student Academic

Management System (SAMS)
to prepare a detailed list of bank
accounts of 15,000 students.
Following completion of the
software, a notification in this
regard would be published.

Notably, the Government
had started distributing free
laptops with an aim at inspir-
ing and upgrading the skill of
the young students as part of its
youth policy. 

Every year, the top 15,000
students from different streams
were selected on a merit basis
at the district level and were
being provided the free laptops.
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Cold wave conditions con-
tinued to intensify in the

State as the temperature
dropped below 15 degree
Celsius at 13 stations on
Wednesday. 

Daringbadi in Kandhamal
district was the coldest place
with a minimum temperature
of 8.5 degree C. Other places
where minimum temperature
was recorded below 15 degree
are Sonepur 9.4 degree,
Phulbani 10.5 degree, Angul 11
degree, Baripada 12 degree,
Keonjhar 12 degree,
Jharsuguda 12.2 degree,
Bhawanipatna 12.2 degree,
Talcher 12.3 degree, Koraput
12.6 degree, Boudh 14 degree,
Cuttack 14 degree, and
Balangir 14.8 degree. 
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ACentral Skill Lab, provid-
ing the scope to medical

students to learn and hone their
skill on mannequins instead of
using cadavers in medical col-
leges, was inaugurated at the
Institute of Medical Sciences
and SUM Hospital here on
Wednesday.

State Director of Medical
Education and Training Prof
(Dr) CBK Mohanty unveiled
the lab. He said the lab would
remove the possibility of infec-
tion for the students while
improving their skill.

The lab would be particu-
larly useful for teaching sub-
jects like anatomy, surgery,
obstetrics and gynaecology,
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The students from the Indian
Institute of Science

Education and Research
(IISER), Berhmpur secured
Gold Medal for their project
named “FRaPPe” (FRET based
Ranker for Proteins and
Peptides) designed to create a
new tool to target dengue fever.

The FRaPPe can eventual-
ly turn into a drug screening
module to provide a therapeu-
tic intervention strategy for
not just dengue but also sever-
al other viral infections. 

Accordingly, with the pro-
ject idea, the team had suc-
cessfully registered in the com-
petition of iGEM (International
Genetically Engineered
Machine) foundation and in
the Finale, called “iGEM's
Giant Jamboree” held in virtu-
al platform with over 6,000 par-
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Aherd of 18 elephants
strayed into Khordha

town late on Tuesday night
leaving the residents of the
area panic-stricken.

The pachyderms, includ-
ing four calves, demolished a
portion of the boundary wall
of the Khordha District
Headquarters  Hospital
(DHH) and headed towards a
nearby forest.

Being informed, forest
officials reached the spot and
initiated efforts to ward off
the animals. 

Electricity department
staffers also rushed to the area
due to presence of high-ten-
sion electrical wires near the
forest.Earlier on October 5,
two elephants had entered
the premises of the DHH.

Further mishap was
averted as locals informed
forest officials, who reached
the spot and managed to
divert the elephants towards
Kaipadar forest.
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With an aim to provide bet-
ter healthcare to the peo-

ple from remote areas of
Sundargarh, the district admin-
istration has launched bike
ambulance named ‘Swasthya
Rakshyak’. 

District Collector Nikhil
Pavan Kalyan flagged off the
service with a fleet of nine bike
ambulances. In the first phase
of the rollout, three bike ambu-
lances were provided to Koira,
Gurundia and Rajgangpur
blocks each.  The facility is sup-
ported by the Odisha Mineral
Bearing Areas Development
C o r p o r a t i o n

(OMBADC).“Bike ambulance
is a modern facility to reach
remote areas which will help us
bring patients to the hospital
timely and save their life. This
service will be extended to
other blocks of the district in a
phased manner,” said the
Collector. 

CDMO Saroj Kumar
Mishra, who was present at the
flag-off ceremony, said, “Bike
ambulances will play an impor-
tant role in the ambulance ser-
vice of the district. We will allo-
cate a dedicated number soon
for bike ambulance which will
be communicated to people
through ASHA and Anganwadi
Workers.”
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The District Child Protection
Officer, Sundargarh met

the victim minor tribal girl who
is a victim of unwed mother-
hood and her parents on
Tuesday and conducted coun-
selling to them to provide jus-
tice to them.

The victim girl is a moth-
er of girl child of six months
and the accused has ditched her
and is on the run. The DCPO
has assured her family of all
necessary support from the
district administration.The 16-
year- old victim who belongs to

Sabdega area was cheated by
one Arman Minz, a resident of
Karamdih Dungajor of Sadar
police station and had impreg-
nated her on the promise of
marriage. 

However, when the victim
told her to go for marriage, he
cast her off and fled the area.
The victim and her poor par-
ents did not file a complaint
with police out of shame.

“We met the victim fami-
ly at her residence on Tuesday
and conducted a counselling
session with the victim girl and
her parents," said Sundargarh
DCPO S Jena. 

“We also assured them of
all support from the district
administration, since the girl is
due to get victim compensa-
tion, and matter would be
taken up after registration of a
formal case,” added Jena.
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Afive-day mass protest was
launched on November

24 by the Lakhanpur Citizen
Council demanding sub divi-
sion status to the Lakhanpur
block by creation of three
blocks under its ambit.

According to the agitators,
the Lakhanpur block was
formed in 1958 and is consid-

ered to be the second largest
block of the State with 33 pan-
chayats. It is spread over 368
square km in the vicinity of the
Hirakud Reservoir. 

The distance of the block
from the east to west is around
113 km and 42 km from north
to south.As per 2011 Census,
the population of the block

was around 1, 42,453 and it
might have crossed 2 lakh by
now. 47.2 per cent of the total
population of the block is
scheduled tribe and 14.7 per
cent, scheduled caste. 

The villagers under the
block have lost their fertile
land for the Hirakud Dam
project built during 1955-56

and thereafter to the
Mahanadi Coalfields Limited,
the Banharpalli IB Thermal
Power and other big and small
industries for the overall devel-
opment of the country.

The residents have to
reach Lakhanpur Tehsil and
other offices running in the
block areas crossing over 50
km and are often harassed by
not getting the required ser-
vices many a time. 

Besides, they are also
being deprived of benefits of
different Government schemes
in the field of education,
health, transport, energy,
drinking water and agricul-
ture, etc.

The agitators told that
they had ventilated their griev-
ances before the district
administration several times

lamenting over the lack of
proper attention to Lakhanpur
block and seeking its devel-
opment but in vain.  Sources
revealed that during 1993,1998
and 2020, it was decided uni-
laterally in panchayat samiti
meetings to give subdivision
status to Lakhanpur with its
division into three blocks and
a memorandum was submit-
ted to the Chief Minister and
the local peoples’ representa-
tives. 

As there was no positive
result, the Lakhanpur Citizen
Council finally launched the
mass dharna.  Former MLA
Makardhwaj Pradhan,
Biranchi Sahoo, Gopinath
Majhi, Raghunandan Panda,
Goutam Pradhan besides
scores of local residents were
present at the dharana.
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Amemorial meeting was
held in front of the Paradip

Port Banik Sangha (PPBS)
office here on Tuesday for late
Adikanda Bishwal, a founding
member of the PPBS. 

Sangha president Santosh
Kumar Patnaik,who presided
over the meeting, said,
"Adikandababu always tried
to solve problems through ami-
cable discussions. The Banik
Sangha has lost an elder advi-

sor.” The Merchants' Union
also held a memorial meeting
for Bishwal being presided
over by Sricharan Bishwal. 

Secretary Debabrata Sahu,
Pramod Kumar Mohapatra,
Anadi Parida, Sarat Chandra
Sahu, Chandra Shekhar
Mohapatra, Laxmidhar Nayak
and Chaitanya Sahu paid trib-
utes to the late leader. 

In morning, tree planta-
tion, donation of clothes and
Daridra Narayan Seva marked
the occasion.
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In spite of many schemes
launched by the Government

to help the farmers, in Keonjhar
district, the farmers seem to be
left to fend for themselves. 

The difficulties of the farm-
ers came to the fore during a
grievance hearing by Keonjhar
Collector Ashish Thackre on
Tuesday here as per the orders
of the Orissa High
Court.Sources revealed that
this year when paddy pro-
curement date was announced
by the Government, the farm-
ers of Saharapara block of
Keonjhar district had deposit-
ed their paddy at their respec-
tive nearby Mandi till it was
closed on March 23.

As per the State
Government guidelines, a
farmer will receive all the pay-
ments within 24 to 72 hours
after depositing the crop in the

Mandi but this year, when the
payment was held up on plea
of Covid lockdown, it sparked
off resentment among the
farmers. 

Besides discrimination in
payment of dues by the Mandi
authority who tried to pacify
some farmers by clearing their
payments due to their political
link again worsened the situa-
tion. 

The aggrieved ones met the
CSO, the DRCS and the
Collector, though they got lit-
tle relief. Even the political
leadership including the ruling
Patna MLA and opposition
leaders left the poor deprived
farmers in the lurch.  However,
leader Akhila Naik organised
them to file a case in the
Orissa High Court and the

High Court after hearing the
case had directed the Collector,
Keonjhar to take a decision and
pass orders within three
months. Sources said the
Collector assured the farmers
that their payments would be
cleared soon. 

However, after coming out
of hearing, farmers like
Krupacharya Mahanta,
Dharanidhar Mahanta,
Jagannath Mahanta,
Chintamani Mahanta, Janardan
Mahanta, Jhadeswar Mahanta,
Dhaneswar Mahanta, Stimudin
Ansari and many others
demanded that they be paid the
interest over the period of for
delay in payment of their dues
besides initiation of criminal
proceeding against the cor-
rupt officials.
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The ICAR-Central Institute
of  Freshwater

Aquaculture (CIFA) repre-
sented India in a two-day
expert consultation meeting
on “Promoting innovations in
fisheries value chain for
improving human nutrition
in South Asia” during
November 24-25, which was
organised by the SAARC
Agriculture Centre (SAC),
Dhaka, Bangladesh, on a vir-
tual mode.

The delegates from mem-
ber countries  including
Afghanistan, Bangladesh,
Bhutan, India, Maldives,
Nepal, Pakistan and Sri Lanka
participated in the expert
consultative meeting. The
purpose of the meet was two-

fold that is, to promote inno-
vations in value chain dynam-
ics for sustainable expansion
in fisheries and policy rec-
ommendations emerging
from consultation for improv-
ing human health.

ICAR DDG Dr JK Jena

chaired during country paper
presentations in one of the
technical sessions. 

Director ICAR-CIFT,
Kochi Dr Ravishankar and
Director,  ICAR-CIFA,
Bhubaneswar Dr Saroj Kumar
Swain presented papers.
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The residents of Baleswar,
particularly of Sadar con-

stituency, have now high hopes
of development of the locality
after the Sadar Assembly seat
went to the ruling BJD in the
recently concluded bypoll.

Chief Minister Naveen
Patnaik in his pre-poll meet
held on virtual mode had
assured the voters of personal-
ly looking after the develop-
ment of the constituency.

The statement of Patnaik
was a turning point in the elec-
tion and mood swing of the
electorate which helped the
BJD wrest the seat from its

close rival BJP. Its candidate
Swarup Das won the seat by
over 13,000 votes trouncing the
BJP nominee Manas Dutta.
The seat in 2019 was won by
MM Dutta of BJP and his win-
ning margin over BJD’s candi-
date JP Dash was also over
13,000. 

There are challenges before
the ruling party as the residents’
expectation is very high after
giving their mandate in favour
of the BJD. The denizens are
expecting that the some key
projects which could not be
either started or stopped
halfway would be taken for-
warded by the BJD.

One of the ambitious
futuristic projects is the ring
road round around Baleswar
town. Although the ground-
work of the project began in
2016, yet its progress is dismal. 

The project envisages con-
struction of a 17km road along
the bank of the river
Budhabalanga which would
join a 12 km road of the

Defence.  The 29 km road
around Baleswar town would
mitigate the traffic issue to a
large extent.

Another project is the Idco
tower. The residents pin hope
that the project would be com-
pleted before the next general
elections in 2014. The founda-
tion stones of both the projects
have already been laid.

Similarly, there are two
other proposals of shifting the
Baleswar jail and the TB hos-
pital from their present loca-
tions. The residents expect
progress on the matter too.

The projects and proposals
for which the residents of the
district expect the State
Government’s active support
include the Subarnarekha port
, Haldia Petrochemical unit,
revival of Coast canal, imple-
mentation of the Subarnarekha
Sanskar Yojana, establishment
of a Railway division in
Baleswar and upgrading the
status of FM College (Auto) to
a university, etc.   
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The Amway India organ-
ised the Children’s Day

here for the 12th consecutive
year. The annual celebrations
were hosted virtually across
India with its 12 NGO partners
as part of Amway India’s CSR
programme- Project Sunrise.

Through the programme,
Amway supports the overall
well-being of underprivileged
children by providing them
access to education, health and
hygiene. 

Furthermore, Amway
through its ‘Power of 5
Campaign’ is relentlessly work-
ing towards the cause of mal-
nourishment in the children
under the age of 5 years.

From workshops on Indian
painting and cultural perfor-
mances to virtual salad dress-

ing and debate competitions
along with story-telling ses-
sions, Amway India organised
several interactive activities
that were geared towards
empowering and encouraging
children. 

In Bhubaneswar, Amway,
in association with Palli
Unnayan Seva Samiti encour-
aged and engaged with the chil-
dren to virtually participate in

a drawing, diya paitning and
rangoli activity where the chil-
dren colourfully showcased
their creativity. The event con-
cluded with exciting gifts for all
the participants.

Amway India VP-East
Chandra Bhushan Chakraborty
and Palli Unnayan Seva Samiti
secretary Swati Suchismita
Patra spoke on the occasion
among others. 
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Amalaria prevention and
mosquito distribution

meeting was held on Tuesday
here.

The meeting was held
under the chairmanship of
DRDA Project Director
Tapiram Majhi in the presence
of Chief District Medical
Officer (CDMO) Dr Jagdish
Chandra Barik, Additional
CDMO Dr Dolamani Patel,
DPM Bulunath Sahoo, doctors
and Public Health officials. 

It was resolved to distrib-
ute the mosquito nets in

December to the beneficiaries
of Kolabira, Kirmira, Laikera
and Lakhanpur blocks. PD
DRDA Majhi advised the offi-
cials to make the people know
the usage of the mosquito nets
and do proper planning for
their distribution. 

Likewise, the block level
officials were asked to act
accordingly and form block-
wise task force within a week.
The CDMO informed about
the aims and objectives of the
programme. 

The Additional CDMO
discussed about proper train-
ing of ASHAs, Anganwadi
workers and health workers to
be engaged in the work.

Assistant Conservator of
Forest Basil Barla, District
Social Welfare Officer Suprava
Seth and DIPRO Ajay Kumar
Jena were present in the meet-
ing along with all district level
officials. District Malaria
Prevention Advisor Birat Raja
Pradhan gave vote of thanks.
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Continuing its crackdown
against illegal ganja smug-

gling, police seized 841 kg of
ganja from a 10-wheeler truck
in Koraput district on
Wednesday and arrested two
ganja peddlers.

A police official said the
estimated value of the seized
contraband is more than Rs 80
lakh.Acting on inputs,  police
searched vehicles near the
Rajput Chhak on he
Semiliguda-Nandapur road.
During a search of the truck,
the cops recovered 28 sacks
containing ganja packets.Two

youths from Buxar in Bihar dis-
trict, Dheeraj Kumar (20) and
Arvind Kumar (19) were
arrested on charges of smug-
gling the ganja and forwarded
to court.In the preliminary
probe it was ascertained that
was on its way to Chhattisgarh
from Lamtaput of Koraput dis-
trict.

The Gajapati administra-
tion on the instructions of dis-
trict Collector Anup Saha and
SP Tapan Kumar Patnaik  are
taking various steps to stop ille-
gal ganja plantation and trade
in the district.

Police, revenue and excise
Personnel conducted a joint
raid at Sigilama village under
the Raipanka gram panchayat
in the district  and illegal ganja
plants in 52 acres worth Rs 10
crore were destroyed.  But
nobody was arrested from the
spot,said Adaba police station
IIC Anand Charan Patra.

��(�.����"'��%�$�'
������'��5#"'1�)!���#%#�.

,�	��
�
�����

�

��8	�)�&$'��'
�&$"�!6�!�
%#)�#�-�*�!�$�'

$-"���
��������$��.����� �����

��

*	�����������
����	��	-���4
��
'�(����
����(��
��
������	
��
������
)���
*.�� �
���.�
��	� �������
����	�� /� ���

01��
��������� -�
��.��
0
��� �������
��	��.�
���
�����������.��
�
������
��
����
���


���������

�

!
�/#��
�����
�������#��
�
��
����


71'&6&"������#$6
"#')&''�'�����!#�
#''&�'�

��� �  ������+��

Award member locked the
Grampanchayat office

while the Sarpanch and other
officials were inside protesting
nonpayment of money for a
project under CFC scheme of
which he had executed the
work order.

Laxman Gagarai locked
the Batisuan GP office under
Pallahara block and held a
protest there. He alleged that
executive officer (EO)
Bankanidhi Singh and the
Sarpanch were callous as his
money was not released for
constructing a community cen-
tre. After being informed,
police reached at spot and
unlocked office. Sources that
community centre was con-
structed at Rs 2.5 lakh under
CFC scheme and Laxman
completed project 8 months 
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Panic gripped Bhalumunda
in Balangir district when a

man was murdered in broad
daylight on NH-59 on
Wednesday. Police detained a
youth for allegedly murdering
the man, who was a welder
mechanic in Bhalumunda
under the Bangomunda police
limits. The deceased was iden-
tified as Lalmohan Kaibarta
(45) from Gondabahali village
in Nuapada district.

Lalmohan was working at
a fabrication shop owned by
one Purna Meher. A few
months back, he had quit
Purna’s shop and started work-
ing in another shop.On
Wednesday, when Lalmohan
came face-to-face with Purna,
they had arguments. Purna
pulled out a sharp weapon
and stabbed Lalmohan, who
died on the spot.
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In one of the major drug hauls
in recent times with ramifi-

cations of narco-terrorism, the
Indian Coast Guard seized
more than 100 kilos of heroin
in Tamil Nadu on Wednesday.
The drug was recovered from
a Sri Lankan boat which had
received the consignment from
a dhow in Karachi.

While investigations are
on, officials said here the haul
was the result of nearly nine
day long operation. It ended in
the seizure in the high seas
south of Thoothukudi. Six
crew members, reportedly Sri
Lankan nations, were detained
and their questioning was on,
they added. Officials from
various agencies were now
questioning the detained crew.

Preliminary probe indi-
cated that the crew members
told the Coast Guard the con-
traband was transferred to
the Sri Lankan vessel Shenya
Duwa on the high seas near
Karachi by a Pakistani dhow.
The consignment was to be
ferried to western countries
and Australia, sources said.

It was suspected Pakistan
was sending the consignment
to fund terrorism in several
nations.  The Lashkar-e-
Tayyaba(LeT) and the Hizbul
Mujahideen(HM)in the past
used narcotics to fund their
terror campaign in Kashmir.

The search of the Sri
Lankan boat also led the Coast

Guard to the recovery of five
9mm pistols and a satellite
phone set. Moreover, the con-
traband was concealed in an
empty fuel tank on the boat,
officials said.

The seizure on
Wednesday was carried out by
Coast Guard (ICG) ship
Vaibhav. Other ships of the
force including Vikram,
Samar, Abhivav and Aadesh
and a Coast Guard Dornier
aircraft were also involved in
anti-smuggling operations,
despite rough sea conditions.

A similar seizure was con-
ducted by the Coast Guard
last year and foiled an attempt
by Pakistan to smuggle hero-
in worth over �500 crore. 

The narcotics were recov-
ered from a boat in October
last year off Porbandar.

After being intercepted,
the boat crew set the vessel
afire and also tried to destroy
the drugs. The Anti-Terrorism

Squad of the Gujarat police
arrested nine Iranians from
the boat, the officials said.

The Iranian boat was
loaded off the Gwadar port in
Pakistan. Occupants of the
boat set it ablaze as the Coast
Guard and ATS personnel
closed in. The boat sank off
the Gujarat coast near
Porbandar.

The interrogation of the
detained crew revealed one
Pakistani national named
Hamid Malek had sent the
consignment, which was
loaded in the Iranian boat off
Gwadar port of Pakistan.

The seizure came about
after the ATS had received a
tip-off that an Iranian boat
will make an attempt to smug-
gle in heroin along the Gujarat
coast. 

The ATS contacted the
Coast Guard and the Marine
Task Force of the Gujarat
police to launch an operation.
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President Ram Nath Kovind,
Vice President M Venkaiah

Naidu, Prime Minister Narendra
Modi, former Prime Minister
Manmohan Singh and a host of
leaders including Congress presi-
dent Sonia Gandhi and BJP chief JP
Nadda condoled the death of senior
Congress leader Ahmed Patel and
hailed his contribution to his party
and public life.

Kovind said he was distressed
to learn that Patel is no more. “An
astute Parliamentarian, Shri Patel
combined the skills of a strategist
and the charm of a mass leader.
His amiability won him friends
across party lines. My condo-
lences to his family and friends,”
he tweeted and later at a public
function he paid tributes in the
mids of his speech.

Patel, 71, died at a Gurugram
hospital in the early hours of
Wednesday due to multiple organ
failure more than a month after he
tested positive for COVID-19.
Patel, who leaves behind his wife,
son and daughter, is the second
senior Congress leader to have
died due to COVID-related com-
plications in two days.  On
Monday, former Assam chief min-
ister Tarun Gogoi died in
Guwahati. 

In a statement, the Congress
said party workers across the
country are deeply pained by
Patel”s demise. As a mark of

respect, the Congress party flag
will fly at half mast for the next
three days, the party said.

Vice president Naidu said he
was deeply saddened. “He was an
able parliamentarian and always
maintained cordial relations with
leaders across the political spec-
trum,” the Vice President
Secretariat tweeted quoting Naidu.

Prime Minister Modi said
Patel”s role in strengthening the
Congress will always be remem-
bered. “Known for his sharp mind,
his role in strengthening the
Congress would always be remem-
bered. Spoke to his son Faisal and
expressed condolences. May
Ahmed Bhai”s soul rest in peace,”
Modi said in a tweet.

Union ministers Amit Shah,
Prakash Javadekar, Rajnath Singh
and Smriti Irani were among the
others who condoled the death of
the Congress” key strategist.

Several top Congress leaders
expressed grief, with Sonia Gandhi
mourning the loss of an “irre-
placeable comrade” and Rahul
Gandhi saying Patel “lived and
breathed Congress” and stood
with the party through its most
difficult times. 

The Congress president said in
her message that Patel, who served
as her political advisor for years
and was AICC treasurer, had ded-
icated his entire life to the
Congress.

“I have lost an irreplaceable
comrade, a faithful colleague and
a friend. I mourn his passing and
I feel deeply for his bereaved
family to whom I offer my sincere
feelings of empathy and support,”
Sonia Gandhi said. “It is a sad day.
Shri Ahmed Patel was a pillar of
the Congress. He lived and
breathed Congress and stood with

the party through its most difficult
times. He was a tremendous asset,”
Rahul Gandhi said in his message.

Congress general secretary
Priyanka Gandhi Vadra described
him as not only a wise and expe-
rienced colleague to whom she
constantly turned for advice and
counsel but also as a friend “who
stood by us all, steadfast, loyal, and
dependable to the end”.

The chief ministers of
Congress-ruled States—
Rajasthan”s Ashok Gehlot,
Punjab”s Amarinder Singh,
Chhattisgarh”s Bhupesh Baghel
and Puducherr y”s V
Narayanasamy  and a host of
other party leaders paid tributes to
the leader who always maintained
a low profile.

BJP chief J P Nadda said,
“Deeply anguished to hear about
the demise of veteran Congress
leader Shri Ahmed Patel Ji. I pray
for strength to the family members
and his supporters at this hour of
grief. Om Shanti.”

While Home Minister Amit
Shah said the news about the
death of Ahmed Patel who made
a significant contribution to the
Congress party and public life is
too sad, the Defence Minister
Rajnath Singh said Patel was a sea-
soned leader, who made remark-
able contribution to his party and
to public life. “Ahmed Bhai had
friends across party lines. My
thoughts are with his family and
well-wishers in this sad hour,”
Singh tweeted.

Chief Ministers of Uttar
Pradesh, West Bengal, Jharkhand,
Delhi Yogi Adityanath Mamata
Banerjee, Hemant Soren and
Arvind Kejriwal also mourned
Patel”s demise and admired his
virtues.
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President Ram Nath Kovind
on Wednesday said elected

representatives should engage
in a healthy dialogue in
Parliament and legislative
Assemblies and refrain from
using unparliamentary lan-
guage during debates in the
House. Use of unparliamentary
language and indiscipline in the
House by elected members
hurts the sentiments of people
who elect them, Kovind said
addressing the inaugural ses-
sion of 80th All India Presiding
Officers” Conference at Tent
City in Gujarat”s Kevadia vil-
lage, near the Statue of Unity in
Narmada district.

“It is expected from elect-
ed representatives that they
remain committed to democ-
ratic values. The biggest chal-
lenge for elected representatives
and democratic institutions is
to fulfill the expectations of
people. I believe that people of
this country expect that their

elected representatives to follow
parliamentary norms. People
get hurt when their elected rep-
resentatives use unparliamen-
tary words or indulge in indis-
cipline in Parliament or in the
Assembly,” Kovind said.

Vice President M Venkaiah
Naidu and  Lok Sabha Speaker
Om Birla were also present on
the occasion and addressed
the session. Naidu talked about
the judiciary process and cited
some judgments that gave a
distinct impression of the judi-
ciary”s overreach. The higher
judiciary deciding on Diwali
fireworks, denying the execu-
tive any role in the appoint-
ment of judges through col-
legiums, invalidating the
National Judicial Appointments
Commission Act seeking to
enforce accountability and
transparency were some of the
instances of judicial overreach
cited by the vice president.

Naidu stressed that the
legislature, the executive and
the judiciary are bound to
work within their respective
domains as defined in the
Constitution.

Naidu said harmony lies in
each organ doing its job, with-
out interfering with that of the
others. This warrants a spirit of
mutual respect, responsibility
and restraint. Unfortunately,

there have been several
instances of crossing the
boundaries,” Naidu who is also
the Chairman of Rajya Saha
stated in his address at the 80th
All India Presiding Officers”
Conference.

Talking about the execu-
tive, the vice president said
there have been cases when
rules framed under the dele-
gated “subordinate legislation”
violated the provisions of the
original legislation passed by
Parliament. Expressing con-
cern over the frequent disrup-
tions in the legislatures, Naidu
said the “decency, dignity and
decorum” of the temples of
democracy will be upheld only
through adherence to three
“Ds” — debate, discuss and
decide.

Lok Sabha Speaker Om
Birla stressed on harmonious
coordination between the leg-
islature, executive and judicia-
ry. Addressing the Conference,
he said constitution provides
the basis for the functioning of
parliament and state assemblies
according to people”s aspira-
tions. In a democracy, there can
be a difference of opinion
among institutions. But with
improvement in procedures,
constitutional provisions and
democratic norms, solutions
can be found, he said.
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The foundation stone
for the new

Parliament building is
likely to be laid in the first
half of December by
Prime Minister Narendra
Modi. Besides, around
five statues, including that
of Mahatma Gandhi as
well as Bhim Rao
Ambedkar that are pre-
sent in the existing
Parliament complex, are
expected to be tem-
porarily relocated due to
the construction work.
The construction of the
new building is likely to
be completed by October
2022. The new
Parliament building,
which is triangular in its
design, will come up at
plot number 118 of the
Parliament House estate.

According to sources,
although December 10 is
the proposed date of lay-
ing the new Parliament
building”s foundation
stone, the final date
would depend on the
PM”s availability. 

The relocated stat-
ues  will be reinstalled at
prominent places within
the new complex once
the project is completed. 

Tata Projects Limited
(TPL) had won the con-
tract to build a new
Parliament building for
�861.90 crore in

September.
As per the design by

HCP, the new Parliament
complex will have a total
of six entrances: a cere-
monial entrance for the
PM and the President; a
ceremonial entrance in
general; one for the Lok
Sabha Speaker, one for
Rajya Sabha Chairperson,
and MPs; another
entrance for MPs; as well
as two entrances for the
public.

As per the plan, the
new parliament building
will have separate offices
for all MPs and as a step
towards creating “paper-
less offices”, it will be
equipped with the latest
digital interfaces. The
new Parliament building
is a part of the Central
Public Works
Department (CPWD)
and central govern-
ment”s Central Vista
Project.

The Central Vista
Project helmed jointly by
the CPWD and the
Centre also included a
complete revamp of
Rajpath — a 3 km long
path between
Rashtrapati Bhawan and
India Gate. The Modi
government had kick-
started the process of
bidding while focusing
on the need of a new
Parliament building ear-
lier this year. 
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After months of strained rela-
tionship, crickete- turned-

politician and Amritsar MLA
Navjot Singh Sidhu is likely to be
back in the Punjab Cabinet. The
former Lok Sabh and Rajya
Sabha MP had quit his parent
party BJP over differences and
joined the Congress before the
2019 Lok Sabha elections.

Punjab Chief Minister
Amarinder Singh, who had axed
Sidhu from his cabinet early this
year, invited the former Indian
skipper over lunch at his official
residence in Chandigarh trig-
gering speculation that Sidhu
may be re-inducted into the
State Cabinet.

Both leaders have not been
on the best of terms since May
last year when the Punjab CM
accused the former cricketer of
the “inept handling” of the
Local Government Department,
claiming it resulted in “poor
performance” of the Congress in
urban areas during the 2019 Lok
Sabha polls.

Sidhu was stripped of key

portfolios in a cabinet reshuffle,
after which he resigned from the
state cabinet and stayed away
from all Congress activities.

In between, there were also
rumours that Sidhu can join
Aam Admi Party which did not
materialise as the famous tele-
vision humorist had put condi-
tions that he should be
announced as the party”s Chief
Ministerial candidate when the
next assembly elections in
Punjab was to be announced.

According to sources close
to the chief minister, both lead-
ers spent an hour together at
Amarinder Singh”s residence
and shared thoughts on various
issues. “It was a warm and cor-
dial luncheon meeting that saw
Captain Amarinder and Navjot
Singh Sidhu discuss a host of
important political matters of
Punjab and national interest.
The two leaders spent a pleas-
ant over an hour sharing
thoughts on vital issues,” said the
sources.

Earlier, Sidhu had made a
public appearance at a “tractor
rally” against the Centre”s farm
laws in Moga last month where
party leader Rahul Gandhi,
Amarinder Singh and others
were also present. Sidhu attend-
ed the “tractor rally” after AICC
general secretary Harish Rawat
met him at his residence in
Amritsar.
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In an effort to enhance sur-
veillance capabilities and detect

movement of the adversary espe-
cially on the Line of Actual
Control(LAC), India has
acquired two predator drones
from the US. In the months to
come, 18 more such sophisti-
cated drones will be inducted
into the Indian Navy.

The two drones were made
operational earlier this week by
the Navy in south India.  These
drones have an endurance capa-
bility of more than 30 hours and
can relay top quality visuals to the
Navy. Besides getting deployed
in the Indian Ocean region
there, security establishment
also plans to use these machines
in Eastern Ladakh and eastern
sector of the LAC covering
Arunachal Pradesh and Sikkim,
source said here on Wednesday.

They said the Predator
drones were acquired through
the emergency route in the wake
of the nearly seven month long
stand-off on the LAC in eastern
Ladakh. The two drones were
procured under lease agreement
valid for more than a year.

A US crew was assisting
the Navy in maintenance and
technical issues handling the
drone. 
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TRS leader and former
Chairman of Legislative

Council Swami Gaud has
joined the BJP ahead of local
bodies elections in
Hyderabad.

The BJP leadership was
trying, for sometime, to rope
in the important TRS leader
to spread saffron wings in the
state.

Gaud has met key central
leaders including BJP presi-
dent J P Nadda.

Party leaders Bandi
Sanjay and union minister G
Kishan Reddy reportedly had
earlier met Swamy and invit-
ed him into the party.

He was made MLC and
chairman after formation of
separate Telangana state. His
tenure as MLC from Medak-
Nizamabad, Karimnagar and
Adilabad constituency ended
last year. 

����� ��������	

As the world waits with bated
breath for a vaccine to

combat Covid-19, Union Health
Minister Dr Harsh Vardhan, on
Wednesday sought the help of
innovators and industry to cre-
ate a robust Covid-19 vaccine
manufacturing and delivery
mechanism.

In a message, delivered at
the inaugural session of the
Global R&D Summit 2020,
organised jointly by FICCI and
the Department of Science and
Technology, Vardhan said
research and innovation has
become a way of life and their
outcomes have been helping a
wide of range of industries and
communities to develop various
solutions such as the latest
delivery App to safer cars to
breakthrough treatment for ill-
nesses.

“The current pandemic has
only reinforced our belief in
innovation and research and
development. They are not only
helping in better disease man-
agement but also making our
nation resilient and self-reliant,”
the Minister said. He cited the
example of how industry in the
country used the opportunity
created by the Covid-19 pan-
demic to produce five lakh PPE
kits per day from scratch.

“As the world raises to find

a cure and vaccine for Covid-19,
India is looking to be self-
reliant in both - vaccine and its
mass production. Called as the
pharmacy of the world, India
has the largest capacity to pro-
duce Covid-19 vaccines,” he
added.

India, with second-highest
coronavirus cases after the US,
has at least five vaccine candi-
dates under human trial, of
which three candidates are
undergoing advanced Phase-2/3
clinical trials to establish safety
and efficacy.

Gururaj Deshpande,
founder of Tejas Network and
many other successful firms,
said directed research, by uni-
versities to solve specific prob-
lems for industry, will not lead
to breakthrough innovations.

“We need to find a way so
that the industry seeks good
thinkers, good innovators and
rub shoulders with them to see
how their problems can be
solved. The Governments on
the other hand have to reduce
the friction and encourage peo-
ple to make these connections,”
Deshpande said.
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The Enforcement
Directorate on Wednesday

filed supplementary
Prosecution Complaint
(chargesheet in police par-
lance) against accused firm
Classic Coal Construction Pvt
Ltd and others under money
laundering charge for confis-
cation of attached properties
and award of punishment in
connection with the bitumen
scam worth several crore. 

The prosecution complaint
under Prevention of Money
Laundering Act was filed
before the Special Judge
(PMLA), Ranchi against
Classic Coal Construction Pvt.
Ltd, Classic Multiplex Pvt Ltd
and their directors Dilip Kumar

Singh and Kumar Pranav in a
case of bitumen scam in
Jharkhand. 

“The Prosecution
Complaint has been filed
before the Court with a prayer
for confiscation of attached
properties totalling to �1.83
crore apart from awarding
punishment to the accused
persons,” the ED said in a
statement.

The attached assets include
three immovable properties in
the form of a commercial prop-
erty and a residential proper-
ty, both at Ranchi and a plot in
Ramgarh,held in the name of
the accused firms and the erst-
while Managing Director of the
Company, Late Pawan Kumar
Singh, it said.

The ED initiated investi-

gation under PMLA on the
basis of four FIRs and charge
sheets filed by ACB, CBI,
Ranchi under various IPC sec-
tions relating to criminal con-
spiracy, cheating and forgery
besides provisions of
Prevention of Corruption Act
against the accused firms,
twenty two Engineers of RCD
Department of Jharkhand gov-
ernment and two others. 

“Ignoring the mandate to
procure bitumen from the gov-
ernment undertaking Oil com-
panies like HPCL, IOCL,
BPCL, etc., the directors of the
company submitted 492
fake/forged invoices pertaining
to HPCL, Ramnagar, West
Bengal, to the RCD Dept.
showing procurement of 4630

MT of bitumen for road works
and got payment in connivance
with the departmental engi-
neers on strength of these
fake/forged bills to the tune of
Rs. 6.88 crores, the ED said.

Investigation under PMLA
revealed that this ill-gotten
money was used to create assets
and to meet miscellaneous
expenditure pertaining to the
company and its directors.
After identification of Proceeds
of Crime, two Provisional
Attachment Orders attaching
assets worth �2.08 crores and
1.83 crores were issued. 

Earlier, a Prosecution
Complaint was filed and now
this supplementary complaint
has been filed for conducting
trial against accused.

��� #��'�)��!6�'�����#$�4#�&��$�')��

����� ��������	

The CBI on Wednesday
conducted searches at

various places in Bihar, Tamil
Nadu, Kerala in connection
with two separate cases reg-
istered against  accused
including Chief Engineer
(Rai lways),  Assistant
Director, India Tourism
(Government of India) and

others related to possession of
disproportionate assets and
other case for accepting
bribe.

“During searches, cash
of Rs one crore(approxi-
mately),  documents related
to investment, jewellery etc.
have been recovered at the
premises of the accused, fam-
ily members, other private
persons/suspects,” the CBI
said in a statement.
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India’s Covid-19 caseload
went past 92 lakh with 44,376

new cases reported in a day,
while the number of recover-
ies surged to 86.42 lakh, the
Union Health Ministry said on
Wednesday.

The number of total coro-
navirus cases rose to 92,22,216
in the country, while the death
toll due to the disease climbed
to 1,34,699 with 481 new fatal-
ities, said the Ministry.
According to the health min-
istry, more than 70 per cent of
the deaths occurred due to
comorbidities.

The active caseload shot up
to 4,44,746, an increase of
6,079 cases from Tuesday, even
though it remained below five
lakh for the 15th consecutive
day, accounting for 4.82 per
cent of the total cases, it added.

The number of people who
have recuperated from the dis-
ease surged to 86,42,771, push-
ing the national recovery rate
to 93.72 per cent,while the
Covid-19 case fatality rate
stands at 1.46 per cent.

India”s Covid-19 tally had
crossed the 20-lakh mark on

August 7,30-lakh mark on
August 23 and 40-lakh mark on
September 5.

It went past 50 lakh on
September 16, 60 lakh on
September 28, 70 lakh on
October 11, 80 lakh on October
29 and 90 lakh on November
20.

According to the Indian
Council of Medical Research
(ICMR), over 13.48 crore sam-
ples were tested for Covid-19
up to November 24, including
11,59,032 on Tuesday.

The 481 new fatalities

include 109 from Delhi, 49
from West Bengal, 33 each
from Haryana and Uttar
Pradesh, 30 from Maharashtra,
24 from Kerala, 22 from Punjab
and 21 from Chhattisgarh.

Of the 1,34,699 deaths
reported in the country so far
due to the disease, Maharashtra
accounts for 46,683, followed
by Karnataka (11,695), Tamil
Nadu (11,639), Delhi (8,621),
West Bengal (8,121), Uttar
Pradesh (7,615), Andhra
Pradesh (6,956), Punjab (4,653)
and Gujarat (3,892).
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Kota (Raj): A 20-year-old
woman has accused a man of
abducting and raping her for 14
days while keeping her in his
captivity in a  jungle near
Mandana town of Kota district,
police said on Wednesday.

In her complaint lodged at
the Anta police station in
neighbouring Baran district,
the woman said she was able to
approach the police after her
father managed to rescue her
from the 22-year-old man's
captivity on November 22.

The woman said accused
Phorulal Odd, a resident of

Kapren town in Bundi district,
abducted her on November 9
from her maternal uncle's vil-
lage where she had gone to
attend a marriage in the fami-
ly, said Anta police station
SHO Umesh Manaria.

He said the woman alleged
that the man abducted her on
his motorcycle when she had
gone to the field to answer the
nature's call and took her to a
jungle where she was held
hostage by the man and was
raped repeatedly, said the
SHO.

She told police that during

her captivity, one day she man-
aged to call up her father who
rescued her, said the SHO,
adding the father, however,
had not lodged any 
complaint with the police when
her daughter had gone 
missing.

The SHO said on the
woman's complaint, the police
have lodged an FIR against the
man for kidnapping and rape
and is trying to nab him. 

The woman was earlier
examined medically and her
statement was recorded by a
magistrate, said the SHO. PTI 
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ernment clearing a draft ordinance to
deal with religious conversions solely
for marriage, Muslim leaders on
Wednesday reacted with caution, say-
ing it should be ensured that it does
not infringe upon the constitutional
right to freedom of religion.

The Uttar Pradesh government on
Tuesday approved a draft ordinance to
curb forcible or “dishonest” religious
conversions including those for the
sake of marriage, which could land
violators in jail for up to 10 years.

The good thing is that the draft
ordinance does not use the term “love
jehad” and the forced conversion
which has been termed as illegal and
punishable is something that is already
held as crime in the Muslim law, senior

member of the All-India Muslim
Personal Law Board (AIMPLB) Khalid
Rashid Farangimahli told PTI.

In the Quran also, Allah has said
force in religion is not justified, so we
have no objection to punishment over
it, he added.

“Love jehad” is a term coined by
a section of Hindu groups for Muslim
men allegedly forcing women to con-
vert in the guise of love and marriage.

“We are of the opinion that for
peace and communal harmony, it is
needed that Muslims and Hindus
marry in their own communities. We
have no objection to whatever we have
seen in the ordinance,” Farangimahli
said.

The AIMPLB member stressed
that whenever any law is enacted, it is

based on the intention that there
would not be any discrimination with
anyone.

“We also expect that this law will
not be used wrongly. The legal experts
will have to see that the law does not
raise a question mark on the consti-
tutional right to freedom of religion for
all Indians. Otherwise, we have no
objection to this law,” he said.

Shaista Amber, president, All-
India Muslim Women Personal Law
Board, however, said there was no need
for such a law. “If anyone is getting
married on the basis of deceit and
forcibly getting the other person con-
verted, there should be a stringent law
for it and we already have laws for it.
There was no need to bring a new law,”
she said. PTI
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Junaid Azim Mattu on Wednesday became
Mayor of the Srinagar Municipal

Corporation (SMC) for the second time in
a row.  

Mattu polled a total number of 44 votes
in a house of 70 members while his near-
est rival Sheikh Imran could garner only 7
votes. Nineteen other members abstained
during voting.  Mattu was ousted from the
same post through a no-confidence motion
in June 2020.

Previously associated with the Peoples
Conference, Mattu contested the polls as an
independent candidate with tacit support
from the like minded corporators. 

During the polling the rival candidate
created ruckus inside the house and pre-
vented members from casting open ballots. 

On the intervention of the election
authorities and security personnel deployed
for election duty the situation was contained. 

Thanking his supporters Mattu said, “I
am happy they have trusted me once again
and voted in my favour to lead the SMC”. 

Taking a dig at the National Conference
for creating road blocks and preventing him
from contesting the polls, Mattu said first
they went to the court to stop these elections
but when their plea was rejected they tried
to scuttle the democratic process. He said,
“I am happy I won the polls”.”Democracy
prevailed”, he added. 

Aligarh: A newborn baby was
eaten and killed by rats in a
hospital in the Atrauli area of
Aligarh district. The victim
complained to the SDM about
this injustice. The SDM has
given assurance of providing
justice to the victim’s family.

Pilkhuni resident Rajesh
Kumar son of Sukhpal Singh
said that his wife Sapna Devi
gave birth to the baby in Kirti
Hospital on Ramghat Road,
Atrauli on Sunday evening.
Both mother and child were
healthy. After some time, the
doctors asked to keep the baby
in the freezer etc. and asked to
pay the money. After some
time, the doctors informed the
family that the girl had died.
The relatives were surprised
that the girl was completely
healthy. The staff did not give

any satisfactory response on
asking the cause of the girl's
death. When the relatives of the
dead girl saw the dead body,
their senses flew away. The face
of the newborn girl was cut in
such a way as if a bug or a rat
has bitten. Seeing the deranged
face, the family of the victim
heated up and started creating
a ruckus at which the hospital
staff pushed them out of the
hospital and did indecency
with the victim's family. It is
alleged that only after deposit-
ing the outstanding money,
the dead body of the girl was
handed over to the relatives and
the woman was discharged.
The victim side has complained
about the injustice done to the
SDM. The SDM has given
assurance of providing justice
to the victim's family. PNS

����������9����� ��	/�+�

Adispute broke out between
the police and the BJP

worker at Mohalla
Naurangabad in the Gandhi
Park area. It is alleged that BJP
worker, resident of Manik
Chowk (formerly Mahavirganj
BJP Mandal) and zinc busi-
nessman Manish Gupta, along
with his partner, tore the
policeman’s uniform and
kicked the inspector. Later
somehow the police took both
to the police station. Three BJP
MLAs reached there on the
news. Later, they compromised
on the intervention of the
MLAs.

From the IG level,
Inspector Manikant Sharma
of Gandhi Park police station

has been called for line. At the
same time, a case has been reg-
istered against both the
accused.

Two parties were having
dinner at a function in a hotel
at Mukhiya Ji's Dharamshala in
the Naurangabad area.
Suddenly there was a fight
between the two sides on some-
thing. A person from one side
was recognized as BJP worker
Manish Gupta. The people
called the police. Shortly, the
soldier and the police reached
the spot. According to the
police, at the time they arrived,
Manish and his fellow
Awadhesh were found assault-
ing a man named Virendra.
When he was stopped by the
soldier Rajkumar, he beated
him and tore the uniform.

Aligarh: Inspector and two sol-
diers, who went to Udaipur vil-
lage  to catch the accused under
Pocso Act, were beaten up by the
family members & villagers of
the accused with sticks. The
inspector tried to make a video,
but his mobile was snatched
away. The attackers fled by see-
ing more police forces who
arrived on the information. The
victim has filed a report at the
police station.

On October 3, a teenager
filed a case against Ajit, son of
Kripal Singh, Sachin and Bablu
son of Babulal, resident of
Udaipur village, for molestation
and assault under the Pocso Act.
Since then the police was look-
ing for the accused. SSI
Yogendra Singh Dhama said
that the in-charge Virendra
Singh of Barka police station
received information from the

informer that an accused Ajit
had come to the village. He went
to Udaipur to catch him along
with soldier Dharamvir and
Rajiv Kumar. Police apprehend
Ajit from his house. Then the
family and the villagers of the
accused surrounded the inspec-
tor and the two soldiers and
started beating them with sticks
and rescued the accused. When
the inspector tried to make a
video, the mobile was also
snatched away. 

On information, SSI
Yogendra Singh reached with
the Force. But by then the
accused had escaped. In the
fight, both the constables and the
soldier were badly injured.
Inspector Virendra Singh has
filed a case against Udaipur
resident Babulal son of Kare
Singh, Ajay son of Kripal Singh
and Sachin son Babulal. PNS
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Bengal Chief Minister Mamata
Banerjee on Wednesday said

even if the saffron Government in
the Centre put her behind the bars
she will win the 2021 Assembly
elections from jail.

Launching her election cam-
paign quite early from Bankura
district where her party Trinamool
Congress conceded all the seats to
the BJP in 2019 general elections
the Chief Minister said BJP, which
is “the biggest ‘abhishap’ (curse) on
the nation is planning to put
behind the bars by employing the
central agencies but I dare them
to do so. I challenge them to get

me arrested    if they have courage
… I will win the elections from
inside the prison.”

Calling the BJP a “not a polit-
ical party but a garbage of lies,”
Banerjee said whenever the elec-
tions came they rake up the chit
fund and Narada pay off issue to
intimidate our leaders.

“They set central agencies
after her before the elections rak-
ing up the Sharada (chit fund) and
Narada issues … but I am not
afraid of them and am ready to go
to jail if they … let them arrest me
if they have the courage to do so
… I will win from jail,” the Chief
Minister said citing how RJD
patriarch Laloo Yadav maneu-

vered his party to near-victory in
Bihar from jail.

“Though they jailed Laloo
Yadav he ran his party well from
inside the prison and brought to
a near situation of winning,”
Banerjee said accusing the BJP of
horse-trading. What was prompt-
ly interpreted by the political
experts as her diminishing trust
on the party colleagues Banerjee
said she had not appointed district
observers for her party as “I am
the observer in all the districts and
all the seats,” accusing some TMC
leaders for being in touch with the
BJP.

“There are some leaders who
are with us in the day time and

with the BJP during the night …
this will not be tolerated,” she said.

Accusing the Marxists of pro-
viding the support base for the
BJP, Banerjee said “yesterday’s
CPI(M) are today’s BJP… these
CPI(M) men are joining the BJP
to avoid arrest but they must
understand that the BJP will never
come to power in Bengal.”

The TMC displaced the Left
Front in 2011 and ever since it has
been in power in Bengal amid
accusations of corruption, nepo-
tism, falling law and order etc. 

Reacting to Banerjee’s state-
ments Bengal BJP president Dilip
Ghosh wondered why the Chief
Minister was afraid of going to jail. 
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Bengal Government has decided to slash
the syllabus for Class X and XII by

about 35 percent for the coming Board
exams in early 2021.

Quoting expert committee reports
State Education Minister
Partho Chatterjee on Wednesday said “con-
sidering the pandemic situation we had
referred the issue of academics to the expert
committee which has suggested that the syl-
labus for Classes X and XII be 
reduced by 30 to 35 percent … accordingly
the Government based on the expert com-
mitteereports  has decided
to reduce the syllabus for the next year’s

board examinations for the two 
classes.”
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Aday after ten of his family
premises were raided and

his son Vihang was detained by
the Enforcement Directorate
(ED) for questioning, influen-
tial Shiv Sena MLA and real
estate development Pratap
Sarnaik on Wednesday did not
appear before the ED, saying
that he had gone into quaran-
tine on his return from Goa.  

Fifty-six-year-old Sanaik,
who was not present when the
ED raided the residences of his
two sons and eight other
premises at Thane and in
Mumbai, was reportedly away
in Goa.

Sarnaik, who met Shiv
Sena MP and spokesperson
Sanjay Raut at the office of Shiv
Sena newspaper “Saamana”,
went into quarantine. His fam-

ily sources said that Sarnaik
and his son Purvesh had quar-
antined themselves at their
Bandra flat in north-west
Mumbai.

In a letter submitted to the
ED at its Mumbai on his behalf,
Sarnaik’s brother-in-law told
the investigating agency that
Sarnaik was currently in quar-
antine, while son Vihang was
attending to his wife Anita
who has been admitted to
Thane’s Jupiter Hospital.  He
urged ED that Sarnaik be given
one week’s time to appear
before the ED.

Reacting to Sarnaik’s “fail-
ure” to appear before the ED
for questioning, BJP leader
Kirit Somaiya wondered if
Sarnaik was “scared” of either
Covid-19 or ED or money-
laundering and benami trans-
actions.

Sarnaik and his family
members are being investigat-
ed for their links with TOPS
GRUP, a security service
provider company owned by
Rahul Nanda. On his part,
Nanda has gone on record, say-
ing that Sarnaik was his friend
for the past 25 years but had
not invested in his company.

The case registered by the
ED against Nanda and Sarnaik
is based filed by two senior
employees of  TOPS GRUP,
who were terminated from
service for alleged misappro-
priation of money.  In their
complaint, the two employees
had alleged that Nanda had
“diverted” money to an off-
shore trust and his company
had indulged in alleged irreg-
ularities in the acquisition of a
firm in the UK The Shield
Guarding Co Ltd for Rs 140

crore in 2017. On his part,
Nanda has told the ED that he
had set up a trust in Mauritius
as per laws.

On Tuesday, the ED con-
ducted simultaneous raids on
two residence and eight other
premises of Sarnaik and his
family, and detained his son
Vihang for questioning. Soon
afterwards, a political contro-
versy broke out in the state, as
the ruling MVA partners
slammed the BJP for “misusing’
its official machinery to get at
them on the occasion of their
government celebrating first
anniversary in office.

Pratap Sanaik is a three-
time MLA from Ovala-
Majiwada constituency in
Thane, and is a real estate
developer and the Chairman of
Vihang Group of Companies
with interests in varied sectors. 

Within hours after the ED
carried out raids at ten Sarnaik’s
family premises, including son
Vihang Sarnaik’s residence at
Hirandandi Estate, at Thane
and Mumbai, NCP chief
Sharad Pawar joined other
MVA leaders, including Shiv
Sena leader Sanjay Raut and
Maharashtra Congress presi-
dent Pratap Thorat in accusing
the BJP of using the central
investigating agencies for set-
tling its political scores.

Accompanied by a huge
posse of Central Reserve Police
Force (CRPF) personnel, the
ED officials carried out search-
es at the residences of Sarnaik’s
son Vihang and Puvesh and
eight other premises belonging
to Sarnaiks. Pratap Sarnaik
was not present when the raids
took place.

After the raids, the ED offi-

cials detained Vihang whom
they took to their office where
they questioned him for more
than six hours, before letting
him off late in the evening.

Dubbing the ED raids on
Sarnaiks’ premises as an act of
“political vindictiveness”, Shiv
Sena spokesperson and MP
said: “The raids carried out on
the premises of Sarnaiks were
an act of political vindictive-
ness. If you want to arrest our
people, please go ahead and do.
We are not scared of any one.
If you (BJP) have guts, please
fight against us openly rather
than using the central 
investigating agencies our peo-
ple”.     

Without naming the BJP,
Raut said that the party should
forget about its dream of
returning to power in
Maharashtra for the next 25

years “no matter how much
pressure it exerts on us or
spreads terror through agen-
cies”

In a sharp criticism of the
BJP over the raids conducted
on Sarnaiks’ premises, NCP
chief Sharad Pawar said: “What
we are witnessing in the state
today is an act of desperation.
Instead of responding to ques-
tions being raised by the peo-
ple (about the lack of gover-
nance), the ruling party at the
Centre is using its official
machinery against its oppo-
nents. This is not done. Our
MVA government is about to
complete its first anniversary in
office. Having realised that it
won't return to power in the
state, the ruling BJP at the
Centre is misusing its official
machinery against its political
opponents”.
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In a spike witnessed in the
number of deaths and infec-

tions after a gap of two days,
Maharashtra on Wednesday
logged 65 deaths and 6159
new infected cases.

A day after Covid-19
deaths remained static at 30 for
the second consecutive and
the infections rose to 5439 in
the state,  the number of deaths
more than doubled and infec-
tions rose by 720 to touch a fig-
ure of 6159.

With 65 fresh deaths, the
Covid-19 toll in Maharashtra
climbed from 46,683 to 46,748.
Similarly, with 6159 fresh infec-
tions, the total infected cases
jumped from 17,89,800 to
17,95,959.

As 4844 more people were
discharged from various hos-
pitals the number of people dis-
charged from the hospitals on
Wednesday after full recovery

since the second week of March
this year went up to 16,63,723.
The recovery rate in the state
dropped marginally from 92.69
per cent to 92.64 per cent.  

Of the 65 deaths reported
on Wednesday, Mumbai
accounted for a maximum of
17 deaths, followed by 11
deaths in Satara, 8 in Nagpur,
6 in Pune, 4 in Beed, 3 in
Raigad, 2 each in Thane,
Jalgaon, Solapur, Jalna and
Yavatmal and one death each in
Nashik, Dhule, Sangli,
Sindhudurg and Gondia. In
addition, one person from out-
side the state died in
Maharashtra. 

With 17 fresh deaths, the
Covid-19 toll in Mumbai rose
from 10,708 to 10,725, while
the infected cases went up by
1,144 to trigger a jump in the
total infections in the city from
277,453 to 278,597.    

Meanwhile, the number of
“active cases” total cases in the

state went up from  83,221 to
84,464. The fatality rate in the
state dropped from 2.61 per
cent to 2.60 per cent.

Pune district, which con-
tinued to be the worst-affected
city-district in Maharashtra,
saw the total number of cases
increase from 3,47,789 to
3,48,814, while the total num-
ber of deaths in Pune increased
from 7298 to 7304.

Thane district remained
in the third spot --after Pune
and Mumbai – after the total
number of infections rose from
2,36,390 to 2,37,180 while the
total deaths mounted from
5437 to 5439.

Of the 1,04,56,962 samples
sent to laboratories, 17,95,959
have tested positive (17.17 per
cent) for COVID-19 until
Wednesday.

Currently, 5,29,344 peo-
ple are in home quarantine
while 6980 people are in insti-
tutional quarantine. 
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Kolkata: Leader of Opposition
in the West Bengal Assembly,
Abdul Mannan, has tested
Covid-19 positive and was
admitted to a private hospital
in Kolkata on Wednesday.

Abdul Mannan, a Congress
legislator from Champdani in
Hooghly district, had met
Governor Jagdeep Dhankhar in
Darjeeling on Sunday. After
returning to Kolkata, he was
staying at the MLA hostel
when he developed some res-
piratory problems.

According to hospital
sources, the Congress leader is
currently stable and under-
went a computerised tomog-
raphy (CT) scan test. He has
co-morbidities, including dia-
betes, and a mild respiratory
infection. IANS
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Jaipur: Rajasthan, which was once being
lauded for its effective containment of the
Covid 19 hotspots, is witnessing a steep rise
in Covid cases as the suspects have been
operating their shops and businesses regu-
larly, pushing the cumulative positive cases
to a new high.

Arun (name changed), a medical shop
owner, had his wife and children tested
Covid positive but he was seen sitting at his
shop selling medicines, steamers and vari-
ous drugs regularly to other patients.

When asked why he has not quaran-
tined himself, he said, “This is a chain which
started a month back and is still continu-
ing in my home; initially my wife was infect-
ed, when she turned negative, my son test-
ed positive and now my daughter is Covid
positive. I can't think of sitting idle inside
my home for over a month and not doing
anything as tests, CT scans and other such
diagnosis have already added more to my
regular expenses.”

He is not the only one. A garment sell-
er died in Jaipur due to lung infection. A
week before his death, he and his sons were

attending to customers at their shop.
“My father died due to lung infection.

As the season changed, he contracted a cold.
It took a turn for the worse and he passed
away,” his son said.

Other shopkeepers in the locality said
that the family hid the information and did
not reveal his real Covid status. The stories
of people flouting the Covid 19 protocols do
not end here.

There are many patients who are not
going for testing but are simply following the
prescriptions being circulated on WhatsApp
while continuing their regular
routine.Monica (name changed), who runs
a kids garment shop, has been regularly
attending to her customers despite having
a cough and cold. She has also been taking
the drugs prescribed by doctors which
include azithral 500 mg, zincovit and lim-
cee for the last four days.

“Will take these medicines for five days
and shall be ok,” she said.

IANS contacted CMHO Narottam
Sharma in this context and he said, “People
have been coming to us after five days of test-

ing positive. We have to tell them that their
quarantine period is 14 days so don't come
to us before 14 days for another test.”

People, it seems, have lost their senses
and hence are adopting this approach, he
said when IANS informed him of such sus-
pects who have been running their regular
business despite having Covid positive
patients at home. “We are adopting random
sampling and those caught shall be acted
against strongly,” he added.

On Tuesday, the state had 3314 cases out
of which 656 cases were reported from
Jaipur, on November 23, 3232 cases were
reported from Rajasthan out of which 599
were from Jaipur, on November 22, 3260
Covid cases were reported.

Health Minister Raghu Sharma said on
Monday that the state is registering over
3,000 Covid-19 cases daily for the past few
days, calling it a second peak of coronavirus
in the state. Taking precautions is the only
way to save oneself from this pandemic,
Sharma said, adding that there are many rea-
sons for the spike in the number of Covid
cases. IANS
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Two persons have been
arrested  from Bhiwandi

town in Thane district of
Maharashtra for allegedly rap-
ing a 16-year-old girl, police
said on Wednesday.

Meanwhile, the news of
arrest of the duo on Tuesday
night led to violence in their
residential area, an officer said,
adding that unidentified mis-
creants damaged some stalls.

“The accused duo were
booked on the charge of rape
and under provisions of the
Protection of Children from
Sexual Offences (POCSO) Act,”
DCP, Bhiwandi, Yogesh
Chavan told reporters. 
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Thiruvananthapuram: Kerala
on Wednesday  registered 6,491
fresh Covid-19 cases and 26
deaths, taking the total caseload
to 5,78,132and the toll to 2,121.

A total of 5,770 people
recovered from the viral infec-
tion, state Health Minister K K
Shylaja said here.  With this the
total number of cured in the
state has risen to 5,11,008, she
said.

The state has 65,106 active
cases as of Wednesday.”Kerala
has tested 66,042 samples in the
last 24 hours and the test posi-
tivity rate is 9.83 per cent. The
state has tested 60,18,925 sam-
ples so far,” she said.

Northern district of
Kozhikode reported the highest
number of cases on Wednesday
at 781, followed by Ernakulam
(566) and Malappuram (628)
cases.

Of the fresh cases, as many
as 95 people came to the state
from outside while 5,669 per-
sons contracted the disease
through contacts. The source of
the infection of 663 patients was
unknown, the Minister said.

“At least 64 health workers
turned COVID-19 positive on
Wednesday. There are 3,14,676
are under observation in the
state, of which 2,98,616 people
are in home or institutional
quarantine and 16,060 are in
hospitals,” she said adding 1,853
people were admitted to various
hospitals on Wednesday. PTI
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Amaravati: Only 831 new
Covid-19 cases werereported in
Andhra Pradesh on
Wednesday, taking the gross to
8,64,674.

The number of active cases
fell below the 13,000 mark to
12,673 after 1,176 patients got
cured in 24 hours ending 9 am
on Wednesday.

Six deaths were reported,
the lowest daily count in about
five months now.

The total recoveries
increased to 8,45,039 and the
toll to 6,962, according to the
latest bulletin.

Only three districts report-
ed between 100 and 150 fresh
cases, four districts between 50
and 100 while six others added
less than 50 cases each in 24
hours. PTI
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If I were still a resident of West
Bengal, my first priority in the
coming Assembly elections
would be to retain the identity

of our State. It should not in any way
get compromised by Bangladesh or
its concerns. We need to recall that
on the eve of the Partition of 1947,
Sir Abdul Rahim and the popular
peasant leader, Fazlur Rahman,
had come to Calcutta to convince
Netaji’s brother Sarat Bose that a
united Bengal should be the third
dominion besides Hindustan and
Pakistan. The Communist Party
then began to support the idea of an
undivided Bengal. Qaid-e-Azam
Jinnah also backed it because a
Muslim-dominated Bengal would
willy nilly side with Pakistan rather
than India.

When it comes to song, music,
language and literature, all Bengalis
take pride in them. But when it
comes to memories, most
Bangladeshis would recall their
social oppression at the hands of the
zamindars and their camp follow-
ers. Many remember that even
when they were invited to dinner at
wedding celebrations, they would be
asked to sit separately and after
meals were expected to clear their
clay thalis. This hierarchical rift ran
so deep that a united Bengal would
eventually be torn from within. In
conversation a few years ago with
some acquaintances from Dhaka, I
was surprised to find that they
resented how East Bengal was not
given Calcutta during the Partition,
although the city was, as it were, a
stone’s throw from Jessore. They
believed it was unfair of the British
to change the allocation at the last
minute, and while conceding Lahore
to Pakistan, they had done grave
injustice to them. Calcutta was
sought after because it was an eco-
nomic hub and a port city; it sup-
plied all the raw jute and the mer-
chant princes of Kolkata reaped the
benefit of jute mills and many
other industries.

Mohammad Ali Jinnah was
anxious to acquire Calcutta and the
impression was that he was a capa-
ble negotiator. But obviously, he lost
out, perhaps because his lungs were
failing and his heart was set on get-
ting Pakistan. The interests of East
Bengal had a lower priority for him.
Incidentally, the Qaid had never vis-
ited East Bengal until February 1948.
The only so-called industry given to
it was the Sylhet district, which was
rich in tea gardens. Bangladesh has
very few economic means, other

than subsistence resources, such
as rice and fish. That is why, it
needs to follow the Japanese
model of importing raw materi-
als from overseas and converting
them into products with high
technology for export. It is diffi-
cult for any people to have such
techno-entrepreneurial genius
as the Japanese. The legend of
Sonar Bangla is now threatened
because six of the western dis-
tricts no longer receive the rain-
fall of yesteryears and they badly
need river water from India. The
other misfortune is that most of
the land is low-lying and the sea
level is rising. According to sci-
entists, in two decades’ time, 17
per cent of Bangladesh’s land area
is expected to be submerged. All
these factors make Bangladeshis
the highest number of migrants
to other parts of the world. But
West Bengal has borne the brunt
of this influx.

My heart throbbed with
delight when a few years ago,
Mamata Banerjee, with all the
fury at her command, threw a
sheaf of papers on the Lok Sabha
Speaker’s table. She was then
demanding an infiltrator-free
West Bengal. The State has lim-
ited land and plentiful people and
its resources have undoubtedly
been stretched over the years, the
refugees bulging that burden.
Then the many industries —
small, medium and heavy — that
the State was proud of rapidly
turned into industrial grave-
yards thanks to trade unions and
poor management in years past.

Bengalis are a gifted people
and certainly intelligent right
down to the illiterate. If for

nothing else, for their talent, the
State deserves a better economy.
A revival is overdue and it should
soon set a new economic agen-
da. Setting up a new industry is
like creating a brand, which
would have to compete in this
age of globalisation. On the
other hand, education is a sphere
in which Bengal enjoys a natur-
al advantage as well as reputation.
The first major thrust should be
in the field of schools, colleges
and universities. There is scope
for developing a big knowledge
economy because the catchment
area can sweep UP, Bihar, Nepal,
Assam and the Northeast, as well
as Bangladesh. None of these
regions is able to provide young
people with quality education.

I would begin with medical
studies. With efficient manage-
ment and capable doctors, as
many hospitals as possible across
the State could be improved by
deploying professional managers
supported by medicos. Let the
doctors do their own specialised
work. Management and medi-
cine/surgery should not be mixed
up. Thereafter, medical colleges
along with as many hospitals as
possible could be set up. The sig-
nificant investment would large-
ly be in creating medical colleges.
The World Bank could lend the
money since the Government
could guarantee the loans. There
should be an option, wherever
possible, for expanding the hos-
pital and adding another college,
considering the best of technol-
ogy is already available in India.

There is a crying need not for
ordinary schools but for excellent
ones with hostel facilities. The

New Education Policy (NEP)
should be used as the lodestar for
these schools to come up in the
private sector with improved
facilities. The  land could be allot-
ted by the State or there could be
private-public partnerships. A
similar strategy should be fol-
lowed for colleges and universi-
ties. This would restore Bengal’s
pride as the seat of intellect.

Next, the Government
should attend to sub-Himalayan
West Bengal. There is space for
a splendid international airport
in and around Bagdogra, which
is near the town of Siliguri. This
is the place for proceeding to
either Darjeeling, Kalimpong or
Gangtok in Sikkim. The most
glorious mountains in the world
form the backdrop of these hill
stations. Darjeeling is at 6,000 ft,
and another 6,000 ft above that
is Sandakphu, which is
motorable, too, and from where
one can view the Everest on a
clear day. World class hotel
groups and enterprising airlines
could be lured with promises of
support, a stable law and order
situation and assurance that any
obstacles in their path would be
removed. Himalayan Bengal
would become a brand in itself
for Nature has indeed done its
best to give North Bengal an
unparalleled beauty. It is, there-
fore, possible to make a quick
start in reviving the economy of
West Bengal without undue large
investments but with govern-
mental will and excellence of
management.

(The writer is a well-known
columnist and an author. Views
expressed are personal)
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Sir — Cricket is also a game of
luck and like any other sport has
its ups and downs. India’s top-
most spinner has been neglect-
ed and put under quarantine by
the Indian cricket board despite
showing superb performance
with the ball in all the three for-
mats of the game. 

The  International Cricket
Council  (ICC) decennially hon-
ours some of the most prolific
names in men’s and women’s
international cricket. These play-
ers are voted for by respected
members of the cricket fraterni-
ty and the general public. 

Virat Kohli and
Ravichandran Ashwin are two
Indians among seven players
nominated for the prestigious
“Player of the Decade” category.
Ravichandran Ashwin is the
only bowler in the ICC “Player
of the Decade” repertoire. He fin-
ished the decade with the most
number of wickets across formats
(564). Let us all wish that the ball
rolls in favour of India’s top spin-
ner and our captain Kohli, too,
bags the prestigious honour. Let
both the men walk into the hall
of fame. 

Gundu Maniam
Mumbai

�������������������	�
Sir — We appreciate the LDF
Government in Kerala for bow-
ing to public opinion and
agreeing to put on hold the
regressive Ordinance empow-
ering the police to prosecute
persons disseminating “defam-

atory content.” Unlike other
Governments, the Leftist
Government in the State lis-
tened to sane voices, realised
the scope of potential abuse of
the Ordinance and made
amends by keeping it in
abeyance. One wishes that the
Centre, too, would pay heed to

the voice of the people on
undemocratic laws. Clearly,
the text of the law was not
drafted by those with a clear
understanding of the niceties of
constitutional provisions. A
staggering ignorance of the
landmark rulings of the
Supreme Court on criminal

defamation was writ large on
the Ordinance that had to be
put in cold storage. The State
Government may have had
the good intention of curbing
defamatory social media posts.
But then the Ordinance, in the
form in which it was promul-
gated, was seen as an attempt
to gag the freedom of expres-
sion, which is the bedrock of
democracy. The phraseology of
the Ordinance, built on sweep-
ing generalisations, did not
indicate either discernment or
sensitivity and gave the police
blanket powers of crackdown.

The State cannot be seen to
be arrogating to itself or arm-
ing itself with arbitrary powers
in the guise of curbing abusive
or offensive online content.
Had the Ordinance been
shown to Sitaram Yechury or
the Politburo, the Kerala
Government could have avoid-
ed the embarrassment of pro-
mulgating such a dubious law.
Better sense has prevailed in
the nick of time and saved us
another round of Left-Right
whataboutery.

David Milton
Maruthancode
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As the winter approaches, Delhi-NCR is
under its annual envelop of smog. Caused by
an unhealthy combination of low wind

speed, change in wind direction, dip in temperatures
and stubble burning in parts of North India, air pol-
lution is back in the headlines and our daily lives.
According to a study of 28 cities by IQAir and
Greenpeace Southeast Asia, air pollution in Delhi-
NCR was linked to the loss of an estimated 24,000
lives and 5.8 per cent of its Gross Domestic
Product (GDP) in the first two quarters of this year,
despite a strict COVID-19 lockdown since March.
In fact, the linkage between rising air pollution lev-
els and increase in COVID 19-related cases and
deaths is being confirmed by several studies from
around the world.

A recent study published in Cardiovascular
Research, which was the first of its kind to distin-
guish between fossil fuel-related and other human-
generated sources of air pollution, estimated that
long-term exposure to air pollution has been
linked to an increased risk of dying from COVID-
19. The study estimated that about 15 per cent of
deaths worldwide from the virus could be attributed
to long-term exposure to air pollution. In Europe,
the proportion was about 19 per cent, in North
America it was 17 per cent and in East Asia about
27 per cent. 

A recent study by Harvard University indicat-
ed that an increase of only one microgram per cubic
metre in PM2.5 is associated with an eight per cent
increase in the Coronavirus death rate. Long-term
exposure to chronically-high PM2.5 levels weakens
the ability of the lungs to fight off infections, there-
fore making people more susceptible to COVID
complications.

In 2016, the national Capital ranked third on a
list of cities around the world reporting close to
15,000 deaths due to air pollution. Shanghai was
ranked first among the cities with most premature
deaths at 17,600, followed by Beijing with 18,200 pre-
mature deaths due to PM2.5 pollutants. A study
undertaken by Lancet Planetary Health the follow-
ing year stated that Delhi had recorded the highest
annual population-weighted mean PM2.5 levels in
its air. Further, in 2019, the World Air Quality Report,
compiled by IQAir, listed Delhi on top of the list of
the capital cities with most polluted air for the sec-
ond consecutive year with annual PM2.5 levels near-
ly 10 times the limit prescribed by the World Health
Organisation (WHO). Other prominent NCR cities
were also listed among the top 10 cities in the world
with most polluted air.

Source apportionment studies, such as the ones
conducted by IIT Kanpur (2013-2014) and National
Environmental Engineering Research Institute
(2017), have pointed out that secondary particles are
a significant contributor to PM10 and PM2.5 con-
centrations in Delhi-NCR, with industrial point
sources being the top four major contributors to
PM2.5. Polluting fuels such as coal, diesel, pet coke
and heavy fuel oil used by industries in Delhi-NCR
are a major reason for this. 

In such a dismal scenario, natural gas provides
a good alternative to not only meet the energy needs
of industries, but also as a less polluting option that
can contribute to addressing environmental prob-
lems. The burning of natural gas for energy results
in lower emissions of green house gas (GHG),
Carbon Dioxide (CO2) and nearly all types of air
pollutants in comparison to burning coal or other
fossil fuels to produce an equal amount of energy.
However, natural gas has not seen much penetra-
tion in industries, especially those situated in
Delhi-NCR. According to British Petroleum, India’s
share of natural gas in the energy mix is lower than

many large economies. It had reached a
mere 6.2 per cent in 2019; this when the
Government aims to raise the share of nat-
ural gas in the country’s energy mix to 15
per cent by 2030.

Switching to natural gas and displac-
ing polluting fuels has contributed to lower
GHG emissions and improved air quali-
ty in New York, Toronto and Beijing,
according to a 2015 report by the
International Gas Union (IGU). The
benefits of increasing the use of cleaner-
burning natural gas in the industry were
acknowledged and put into force by pol-
icymakers in Northern China in 2017
where the shift from coal to natural gas
in industries led to extensive reduction in
GHG and air pollution. In Turkey, the
industry around Istanbul, too, witnessed
a reduction in air pollution as a result of
switching from coal-lignite to natural gas
in the early 2000s.

According to the 2019 World Energy
Outlook special report analysis, an estimat-
ed 98 per cent of natural gas consumed
today has lower life cycle emissions inten-
sity than coal, when used for power or
heat. The analysis incorporates both CO2
and methane emissions and indicates that,
on an average, coal-to-gas switching
reduces emissions by 50 per cent when
producing electricity and by 33 per cent
when used for heating purposes.

The Energy and Resources Institute
(TERI) in 2019 had assessed the poten-
tial and impact of a switch to natural gas
from heavier polluting fuels among Micro,
Small and Medium Enterprises (MSMEs)
units operating in Delhi-NCR. Data col-
lected showcased the presence of thou-
sands of MSME units operating in this
region and using a variety of fuels rang-
ing from coal to low sulphur heavy stock,
light diesel oil, wood, bagasse, rice husk,
other biomass fuels, high-speed diesel and
natural gas. By and large, MSMEs were
found to be disinclined to migrate to nat-
ural gas owing to high upfront costs such

as connection costs and security deposit,
limited access to natural gas and econom-
ic viability in terms of increased unit price
compared to other fuel options. To add to
this, end users were also charged a con-
version cost and had to bear the cost of
internal piping infrastructure. 

Obtaining the right of way and other
clearances from State/local Government
to lay natural gas pipelines also contributes
to delays in setting up adequate pipeline
infrastructure. Notably, micro units among
MSME clusters in Delhi-NCR were found
to be located in non-conforming areas and
were especially not in favour of switching
to alternative cleaner fuels as this would
entail putting themselves under the ambit
of regulatory compliances.

However, a switch to natural gas in
MSMEs is not without precedent. The case
of Uttar Pradesh’s Firozabad glass bangle
industry is a prime example of how switch-
ing from coal and wood to natural gas,
coupled with the adoption of energy-effi-
cient technologies, can reduce energy con-
sumption and GHG emissions. Similarly,
the Morbi-Wankaner area in Gujarat
witnessed immediate reduction in air pol-
lution as a result of the local ceramics
industry shifting from coal to natural gas
in 2019, following an NGT order the same
year. The area recorded a 75 per cent
reduction in PM2.5 levels, 72 per cent
reduction in PM10 levels and an 85 per
cent reduction in sulphur dioxide (SO2). 

Further, in case of a shift to natural
gas at a metal casting unit in Faridabad,
Haryana, the learnings have highlighted
that along with fuel switching, there is also
scope for further reduction in energy con-
sumption if MSME units follow best oper-
ating practices to improve energy efficien-
cy. This requires understanding of tech-
nological best practices and their assim-
ilation and adaptation to meet the needs
of individual MSME units. 

The provisions for upgrading and
introducing new clean technologies in

MSME regulations can be capitalised in
favour of natural gas augmentation in their
energy mix. However, the diverse
Government departments that have pro-
grammes and schemes related to enhanc-
ing clean energy measures in this sector
are working in silos. It is important to
achieve proper coordination among
departments and link related programmes
and schemes on clean energy, energy effi-
ciency, technology upgradation, data-
base generation, reporting and monitor-
ing and capacity-building. This could
ensure effective targetting and a conflu-
ence of actions at the intended delivery
point.

There is an opportunity for natural gas
penetration in the MSME sector provid-
ed the prices are rationalised, energy effi-
ciency measures are put in place and prop-
er regulations imposed to restrict con-
sumption of polluting fuels. A policy direc-
tive from the Central Government to
enforce the ban on usage of non-clean
fuels like coal,  wood and so on could be
introduced in a phased manner. The city
gas distribution companies could also be
mandated by the Centre to completely
erect the gas pipeline infrastructure in
urban areas.

With the overall objective of increas-
ing the adoption and usage of natural gas
in the MSME sector, adopting a cluster-
based approach would make natural gas
penetration more effective. The Central
and State Governments can play an
important role in this area by facilitating
the creation of necessary infrastructure
and greener investments to ensure reliable
and affordable supply of natural gas to
MSMEs. Unabated consumption of one
fossil fuel over another will, on its own,
not offer a long-term solution to climate
change, but employing less emission-
intensive fuels such as natural gas can
result in significant reduction in both CO2
emissions and air pollution.

(The writer is Associate Fellow, TERI)

����	���
��������������

��	�
���������������


�����
��������������������
���6�������
	�
�����
�

��������������	�����
�3
���
������
��
��6
�����
����	�
���������	�����

	�
����
��
�
����
3

�;
3 & ( � . � � 7 # $ �

��"#  �!�$������
6��������6����!


�9��4�����-�.!

	��$��4
&4$�%��2�&��!
��������!�3$���4$�%�5!��G$2&

����8
�4�$4!��23�0
���H�$4���
!��2��%%.��!8�
��!

3
2#���2�!�23�%�
)!
�3$
#���

7	���
����<&+$7&+%

"��+��	0���
*  *+"'�	"<
;*+���"'+��

/�0
 ���"+�"	*��	�

"���
0
�
0�-"*+

 +*=	����"��
 +	-�0��+�

+�"	*���	0���
���+/<

�;;	-	��-<

��0'+�0��+�
 '"�	�� ��-��
���� +* �+
+�/'��"	*�0
	
 *0���"*

+�0"+	-"
-*�0'
 "	*��*;

 *��'"	�/
;'��06��� *�	-<
�	+�-"	=��;+*


"���-��"+��
/*=�+�
��"�"*

��;*+-��"��
(���*��'0�/�
*;��*�A-����

;'��0��	���-*���
�**������0*
*��-*'���(�

	�"+*�'-���	���
 ��0���
����+�

��������	�������	��	�	�����
	�
�����
	���	��
	�����
���	��	��

�
�	 ���
	 �����	 ���	 �����	 ���	 �
����	 
��
�����
�
-,)8�.�	#�
�
���
�	����	����	���	�������	�������	�����
(

�
��	��
	��
	����	�������	�����
��
�	��	�������������	��	�
�
�(
��	���	,)8�	��	�����������	/������	�������	��	�����(�
��	��	�����

���	�
�
��	��	��
	�����	�
"���
�	���	��
	����
	�����������	��	�	�����
0�	�����
��	�������
	��	��������	��	��������	�
�
�����
�	-�
�����
���	��
	��
(��
�
����	�����	��	���
����
.	���	��������	��
���

-��
������	���	�����(�
��	����������.�	#�
	���
���
	��	��
	
��
�(
����
	��	��
	����	��	����	���	���
�	��"���	���
��	�������	�	����(
�
��	�
��
	F	�	�����

	��	����
�����	�
�
�����
�	����	��
	�
�����
��	��
	���	��
	��
�������	#���	��	����	�����	��	��
	����	����
�(
����	�
��
�	#�
	
�����
��
	����	��
�
���
�	��
	����
��	��	�	����(
�
��	�
�
���	����	���	����	��
	�����	��
	����
��
�	����	�����	

,)8�	����
�	��	���
	��
�	����	����
	�����	��	�
���	��	��
��
���������	�
�������	���	�
������(�������	�����
	�
����
	��	��
��
�������
�������	���	���
������	#���	�������
�
	�
��
���	��	��
��	�����(
����	�������	,��	����	��
	��
	�������	����	���
��	��
	�����������
	��
�������	��	�����	
��
�����
�6	2�
	��	��
	����	���������	����
�	��
��
	��*
�	���������	��	�
�
����
���	������	��
	�����(��	����
�	��

���
�&�	�
������	�������	��
	��	���������	�����
	��	������	7����
���	�����	�����	��	���	���
	��	
��������
�	�����	�
����	���	��

�
	�������
���
�	�
	�������������	������
�	������	�����	���	���
�
���������	������������	�
�������	��	�
��	��	��
��	0�	�
�
����	�����
�����	��
	�
��	����	����	

���	����	�
�
	���
	��	��������	�����
�
��	��������

:��
�
��	��
�	��
	,)8�	����
��
	��	��*
	���	�
���
	����(

��	��

	���
	�	��
��
�	�
�����	��	�����	�������	��	����	��
��	����(
�
���	#�
	����&�	������
	��	�
��	����	�������
	�����	���	���
�	��
�(
��	��
���
�	�
�
����
	�����	����	��*
�	����	,��	��

	�
�
	���
	��
����(�
��	�
��	���	
��
����	����������	���������	����	������	

,
�����	��
	�
�
	��	���
�����	��	�����
�	���������	�
�
�(
������	���	��
	�����
	��	��������	��
	,)8	����	�	����
�����
�
���
������	���
	��	�	������
��������	������	�
	���
	��
���
�	��
��
	���������	����������	��	��	�����	���
	��
��
�	���������
	��	���
��(
���	�	������	�����
	��	��
����	5���	��
	�
��
�&�	�
���
����
�	��
����	,)8��	��
�
	��	��	��
��	�����������	�
��

�	��
	���
�	���
��
	�����	�����������	��
��
��
	��	��
���
��	���	��	������
	��	���(
���
	������
���	��	��������	2�	��
	���
�	�����	�	������
	�����
�	,)8
��
	�
	��
�
�	�
	���������	��
���
�	��	���
	��������
�	���	��
�(
���
�	��	�	�
�����	������	���������	�������	��
	��

�
	��������
	��
���	#�����	��
	��������	��	��
	�����(��	���
�	�	���
	�������	�	����&�
��������
	��	��
	�����	���	��	�����
��
	��	���	������
	��	����	
��
�(
���	��������	!
�
����	����	����
���	����	��
	��	��
	�
�����	���
�	������
&�	������
	��	����	��������	����	��
�
���	������
��	���
������
��	����	�
������	���	#�
�
���
�	�
����
	����	�
������	,)8�
��
�
�	��	���
	��	�����	��
��	���	��
	���
	��	�
��
�	����������(
���
	���	��
	
��
	��	�������	
��
����	������
�	

5������	�
�
���	�
�
����
��	���
	������
�	
���
��
	����	��

�
����	��
�
	��
	,)8	��	��
������	���	��	������	��	��
	�����
���	����(�
��	�
��	��������
	��	���	5��	
�����
�	�����(�
��	��
�(
��	��	��
�	���
	��	����
���
	���	�
����	����
	��	������
�	��	���(
����������	,)8��	/�
�
��	��
	������������	�
�����	���
��	�����(
�����
	���	������	��������
�	���
��	��	�
�
��	���
	��	����(�
��
������
�	���	������
�	�����������
	��	���
��	���
�	��	���������	���

��	�������	������	5���	�	�
��
�&�	�����	��	��
��	������
����	�����
��	����	�����	��	��
	�
��
�&�	�
����	���
	��	�
�
��
�	��	�����

�
�
����	����
	���������	������	!
�
����
��	2��	���	+
����	����(
�
�	��
	D����
�
	,)8	����	����
�	���	�����	�	�������
	�
������(
����	�
��

�	��
	��
	��	������
���	���	��
	
��
	��	���
��	��	����
�����	���	
��
����	����������	0�	���	����	�
	���
������	����	�����
����	���
�	�������
	���
��	�����	���
	����������
�	��	���
�����	������

�����������
�	��
	�������
�������	���	�
��
�	��	��
	���
�	���
�����
��
	�	����&�	���������
	��	����
	
��
����	��������	���������
��	�
�
���	�
�
����
��	��	����
�
��	�������
��	�
�	���	���
�	���(
�
�	��	��
	��
	��

	����
	����	���	��
��	�����
��
��	#�
�
	��	
����(
����	
���
��
	����	���
�	
���
��
�
���	�����	��
��	�����
��	����
�	�����
�	�����(��	��������	��	����	�
��	����	����	��	��
	������	��
�
�
	�
��	0�	���������	���
�	����	���
	��������������	����	�����
���	���
�	���������	�������������	#���	��	
���
��	����	��
	����
�	���
�
��	���
�
��	�����
�	����	���
�	
���
��
�
����	��
	�
"���
�
��
��	����������	������
����	����
�	����	�
����	���
	���	��	���	#�
	��

��	��
	���
��	����	�������	��
	�
������	���������	��
�
�
��
�	2��
�
,)8	���
��	��
	�
��	���
�
	��	���
	����������	������
	����	��
��	������
7����
�	���
��	�
��	��	��
	�	����
�
	��	
��
����	����	�����
�
���
	������	��
��������	��
���	�����	���	�
������	��������

,)8�	��
	��
	�������
	��	��
	�������	
�����
�	#�
�
���
�
��	��	�������	��	���
������	��
��	���������	�
�������	���	�������
�
�����	��
	�
�
	����
�
��	����	��
	���������	�����
�
��	��	����

�������������	#���	�����	�
��	�����
���
��	���
	��	����	��
�
��	������
	��
	
��
����	���������	��
�����	���	����	������	��	������
�
,)8�	���
	�	������
�	
�����
�

-���
���
��
��
�������
�
���������	
���
�
��������
�	
�����.

All the usual caveats apply: Don’t
go out and celebrate. Don’t let
your guard down because it is

still going to be a long haul. This win-
ter will be “hard”,  warns Ugur Sahin,
co-founder and CEO of BioNTech, the
German company that announced the
first effective COVID-19 vaccine
recently. “The vaccine can’t be rolled
out fast enough to reduce infections
much in the current wave,” he says.

The publication on November 16
of positive results for a second vaccine,
this time by the US company
Moderna, strengthened the optimism
as did the fact that the AstraZeneca
vaccine is also ready to roll out, even

if it does have an average efficacy of
just 70 per cent. Clearly, this
Coronavirus can be beaten, and there
are nine more potential COVID-19
vaccines already in the third and
final stage of human trials. 

But again, the riders: There will be
at least half a million more COVID-
19  related deaths  this winter — or
over a million if people don’t observe
the lockdowns and other restrictions
like social distancing and use of sani-
tisers and face masks that are meant
to contain the spread of the virus.

“What is absolutely essential,”
says Sahin, “is that we get a high vac-
cination rate before autumn/winter
next year.”  That’s when it could real-
ly be over. And yet there is cause to cel-
ebrate, because of the 11 vaccine can-
didates that were already in third-stage
trials, both the front-runners are
“messenger ribonucleic acid” (mRNA)
vaccines, an entirely new approach that
allows a much faster response to
Novel viral infections. 

Traditionally, new vaccines took
around ten years to be developed, test-

ed and approved for general use. For
the new mRNA vaccines, it has been
ten months. It’s a revolutionary science
at work here.

After Chinese scientists posted the
full genetic sequence of the COVID-
19 virus online on January 10, says
Drew Weissman of the University of
Pennsylvania, “we were making RNA
within a week or so”. Weissman then
supplied that RNA to both
BioNTech/Pfizer and Moderna.

RNA carries the genetic instruc-
tions from the nucleus of the cell to
build whatever protein is needed, and
for the past decade researchers have
been trying to fabricate “messenger
RNA” that could be inserted into
human cells. The mRNA would then
use the cell’s own genetic machinery
to make vaccines and other medical-
ly useful proteins.

By 2018, several companies had
cracked the problem of getting the
mRNA past the body’s immune
defences. With the full RNA sequence
of the new Coronavirus in their pos-
session, all they had to do was choose

which bit of the Coronavirus RNA to
use in the vaccine.

Obviously not the whole thing, or
it would rebuild the entire virus in the
cell. Just a harmless segment of the
virus’ RNA, copied millions of times
by the vaccinated person’s cells, would
alert the body’s immune system and
train it to destroy any invading virus
with that sequence. Scientists chose the
“spike” that the virus uses to attach
itself to the human cell.

Several companies had mRNA
vaccines ready for testing within two
or three months, and the results have
been spectacular. BioNTech/Pfizer
has just reported 95 per cent efficacy
for its vaccine and Moderna has
reported 94.5 per cent success.

Even better, both BioNTech/Pfizer
and Moderna included all major eth-
nic groups and a significant number
of elderly people in their third-phase
trials. All categories responded well to
the shots (which is not always the case
with trial vaccines).

Yet another mRNA vaccine in
third-phase trials could be even bet-

ter because it will be far cheaper than
the BioNTech/Pfizer vaccine (priced
at �2,896 for two shots) or the
Moderna jab (priced at �5,495 for two
shots) if it pans out. At Imperial
College in London, Robin Shattock’s
team is working on a “self-amplifying
RNA” vaccine that may require as lit-
tle as one-hundredth of the amount of
vaccine.

The mRNA technique may mean
that future pandemics can be dealt
with far more quickly. The vehicle is
already available and waiting to carry
the next vaccine. Just “plug and play”
for any future Coronavirus, as one
researcher puts it. (We have had three
new Coronaviruses in the last two
decades.)

Pfizer boss Albert Boura goes even
further to say: “It is the greatest med-
ical advance in the last 100 years.” Well,
maybe, though a vote taken today
would probably plump for antibiotics
instead. But we are only beginning to
see the potential of the mRNA tech-
nique. There are already trials under
way for a wide variety of other illness-

es. Not just safer, more effective
influenza, polio and HIV vaccines, but
immunotherapies for cancer, heart
conditions, cystic fibrosis and other
systemic and congenital diseases.

Whether or not mRNA now
becomes the preferred way to make
Novel vaccines, it is clear that a glob-
al health emergency on the scale of the
present pandemic spurs scientific
innovation at a much faster rate now.
This is not just the consequence of all
the resources and funding made avail-
able to those with solutions that might
usually be regarded with more scep-
ticism; it is also driven by the remark-
able things that humans can achieve
when thrust together by circum-
stances and given a common purpose. 

There is a long, dark winter still
ahead of us, no doubt, but miracles
may await us over the horizon.  And
we can now be sure that the light at the
end of this particular tunnel is not an
oncoming train.

(Gwynne Dyer’s new book is
‘Growing Pains: The Future of
Democracy and Work’)
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Moscow: Russian authorities
have registered a record number
of coronavirus deaths for a sec-
ond straight day.

The government coron-
avirus task force reported 507
new deaths on Wednesday, the
country's highest daily toll. 

The previous record of
491 deaths was reported on
Tuesday. A total of 37,538 peo-
ple have died from the coron-
avirus in Russia, according to the
task force.

Russia has been swept by a
rapid resurgence of the outbreak
this fall, with numbers of con-
firmed infections and deaths hit-
ting new highs almost daily
and significantly exceeding those
reported in the spring. AP

Geneva: The Swiss govern-
ment says up to 3,500
migrants from Britain will be
given permits to live and
work in the Alpine nation
next year, when Britain's post-
Brexit transition with the
European Union expires.

Britain's departure from
the EU means that it isn't cov-
ered by Switzerland's freedom
of movement agreements
with the 27-nation bloc.

The Swiss government
said Wednesday up to 2,100
British citizens will receive
long-term residency permits. 

A further quota of up to
1,400 short-term residency
permits valid for up to one
year will also be made avail-
able. AP
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United Nations: India has
reminded Pakistan, the “host to
the world’s largest number of
UN proscribed terrorists and
entities”, of Abbottabad, the
garrison city where al-Qaeda
leader Osama bin Laden hid for
years and was killed, in a hard-
hitting response as Islamabad's
UN envoy gave a “dossier of lies”
to Secretary General Antonio
Guterres.

India's Permanent
Representative to the UN,
Ambassador T S Tirumurti on
Tuesday tweeted that the
“dossier of lies presented by
Pakistan enjoys zero credibility”.

“Concocting documents
and peddling false narratives is

not new to Pakistan, host to the
world's largest number of UN
proscribed terrorists and enti-
ties. Remember Abbottabad!”
he said.

The Indian Ambassador's
tweet was in response to
Islamabad's UN envoy Munir
Akram meeting Guterres to
hand over the dossier from the
Pakistan government that
alleged India was promoting ter-
rorism in the country.

In his stinging tweet,
Tirumurti made a reference to
the Pakistani garrison city of
Abbottabad, where bin Laden
was hiding for years and was
killed in an operation by the US
Navy Seals in May, 2011.

Foreign Secretary Harsh
Vardhan Shringla on Monday
briefed top envoys of key
nations, including the US,
Russia, France and Japan on the
planned terror attack by
Pakistan-based terrorist group
Jaish-e-Mohammed (JeM) in
Nagrota in Jammu which was
foiled by security forces on
November 19.

The heads of missions were
provided with a comprehensive
“information docket” giving
the details of the incident, and
also a list of items and ammu-
nition recovered from terrorists,
clearly indicating their Pakistani
origins.

The envoys were sensitised

about India's concerns regard-
ing Pakistan's sustained efforts
to “destabilise” the situation in
Jammu & Kashmir and to “sub-
vert” upcoming local elections
and democracy in the union ter-
ritory, sources said.

Four suspected JeM terror-
ists, who were hiding in a truck,
were killed by security forces
near Nagrota in an encounter
on Thursday morning after
which the government asserted
that a major terror attack was
foiled by the Indian security
forces.  India is all set to join the
powerful UN Security Council
as a non-permanent member
for a two-year term beginning
January 1, 2021. PTI

Manama: External Affairs Minister S Jaishankar on
Wednesday virtually interacted with the members of the
Indian diaspora in Bahrain via video conference and appre-
ciated their valuable contributions to the strengthening of the
bilateral ties.

Jaishankar is on a two-day visit to Bahrain from
November 24 to 25. It is the first leg of his six-day three-nation
tour to Bahrain, the United Arab Emirates and Seychelles,
beginning Tuesday. The visit is seen as important as it comes
in the midst of the coronavirus pandemic that has wreaked
havoc across the world.

“Glad to interact virtually, with members of the Indian
community in Bahrain. Thank them for keeping India's flag
flying high. Appreciate their valuable contribution to the
strengthening of our bilateral ties,” Jaishankar tweeted soon
after the online interaction.

Earlier in the day, he visited the centuries-old Lord Sri
Krishna temple at the Bahrain capital, Manama. 

“Began the day with darshan at the 200 year-old
Shreenathji Temple at Manama. A testimony to our time- test-
ed and close bonds with Bahrain.  PTI

����� "�����/'�

Noting that the Netherlands is
home to one of the 

largest Indian diasporas in
Europe, Dutch Prime 
Minister Mark Rutte has said that
he was proud of their achieve-
ments and contributions to the
society.

In a letter to India's
Ambassador to the Netherlands
Venu Rajamony, who completes
his term this month, the prime
minister cited the seven-decade-
long Indo-Dutch bilateral rela-
tions and said that both the
countries were working together
closely on different fields includ-
ing water, agriculture and renew-
able energy.

Washington: As President-
elect Joe Biden started rolling
out his administrative team,
one voice has been notably
silent: Senate Majority Leader
Mitch McConnell.

Senate Republicans will
hold great sway in confirming
or denying Biden's Cabinet
nominees, regardless of which
party controls the narrowly
split Senate after runoff elec-
tions. 

But key Republican sena-
tors, including the GOP leader,

are keeping quiet, for now,
choosing their battles 
ahead.

In announcing his nation-
al security team, Biden
appealed Tuesday to the Senate
to give the nominees “a prompt
hearing” and “begin the work
to heal and unite America and
the world.”

The soonest the Senate
would consider the nomina-
tions is Inauguration Day, Jan.
20, when past presidents often
have been able to win swift

confirmation of top national
security officials shortly after
taking the oath of office.

But with President Donald
Trump still disputing the elec-
tion, McConnell is setting the
tone for Senate Republicans by
not publicly congratulating
Biden or acknowledging
Trump's defeat. 

He wants to give the pres-
ident time to contest the vote,
even as Trump's legal team has
been losing most of the
cases. AP

New York: President-elect Joe
Biden has prized staying power
over star power when making
his first wave of Cabinet picks
and choices for White House
staff, with a premium placed on
government experience and
proficiency as he looks to
rebuild a depleted and demor-
alized federal bureaucracy.

With an eye in part toward
making selections who may
have to seek approval from a
Republican-controlled Senate,
Biden has prioritized choosing
qualified professionals while
eschewing flashy names. Even
the most recognizable pick —
John Kerry — lacks the show-
manship that has defined the
Trump era.

In sharp contrast to
President Donald Trump, who
openly distrusted the very gov-
ernment he led, Biden has
showcased a faith in bureau-
cracy that was born of his
nearly five decades in
Washington. 

He's made hires with the
deliberate aim of projecting a
sense of dutiful and, even bor-
ing, competency.

Surrounding himself with
longtime aides and veterans of
the Obama administration,
many of whom have already
worked together for years,
Biden has so far rolled out a
team of careerists with bursting
resumes and little need of a
learning curve. AP

Washington: President Donald Trump insisted on Tuesday that
he is not giving up his fight to overturn the election results, but
across the federal government, preparations were beginning in
earnest to support President-elect Joe Biden's incoming
administration.

Within hours of the General Services Administration's
acknowledgement Monday evening of Biden's victory in the Nov.
3 election, career federal officials opened the doors of agencies
to hundreds of transition aides ready to prepare for his Jan. 20
inauguration.

And on Tuesday, Trump signed off on allowing Biden to
receive the presidential daily brief, the highly classified brief-
ing prepared by the nation's intelligence community for the gov-
ernment's most senior leaders.

An administration official said logistics on when and where
Biden will first receive the briefing were still being worked out.

Biden, in an interview with “NBC Nightly News,” said he
was also working out a meeting with the White House's coro-
navirus task force and vaccine distribution effort. PTI

Washington: Expressing con-
cern over reports of China's ille-
gal construction activities along
the Indian border in Ladakh, an
influential US lawmaker has
said that America will always
continue to stand with India and
oppose any “revisionist efforts”
by the Chinese government or
anyone else to challenge the
peace and stability in the region.

India and China are
engaged in a bitter stand-off on
the Line of Actual Control
(LAC) in eastern Ladakh since
May. 

“I am aware of and con-
cerned with the public reports
surrounding Chinese military
construction along the disputed
border with India. If these

reports are true, and I hope they
are not, China's continued mil-
itary provocations will continue
to escalate tensions in the
region,” Democratic congress-
man Raja Krishnamoorthi said
on Tuesday.

“The United States will
always continue to stand with
our Indian partners in the Indo-
Pacific region while opposing
any revisionist efforts by the
Chinese government or anyone
else to challenge peace and sta-
bility,” he said.

The Indian-American
Congressman from Illinois
issued the statement in response
to reports of satellite images
showing Chinese construction
activities in eastern Ladakh.PTI

Brussels: A top European Union
official said on Wednesday that
the first citizens in the 27 nation
bloc could be vaccinated against
the coronavirus by Christmas,
but she warned that member
countries must urgently prepare
their logistical chains for the roll-
out of hundreds of millions of
doses of the vaccines.

Claiming that “there's final-
ly light at the end of the tunnel,”
European Commission
President Ursula von der Leyen
told EU lawmakers that “the first
European citizens might already
be vaccinated before the end of
December.” The commission,
the EU's executive arm, has
agreements with six potential
vaccine suppliers and is working
on a seventh contract.  AP
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Kerala and West Bengal have
accepted the Centre’s bor-

rowing proposal and will get
�10,197 crore through the spe-
cial window to meet GST rev-
enue shortfall.

These are among the states
that had opposed the borrow-
ing plan.

“Governments of Kerala
and West Bengal have com-
municated their acceptance of
Option-1 to meet the revenue
shortfall arising out of GST
implementation.

The number of states who
have chosen this option has
gone up to 25,” the finance
ministry said in a statement.

All the 3 Union Territories
with Legislative Assembly --
Delhi, Jammu & Kashmir and
Puducherry -- have also decid-
ed in favour of Option-1, it
said.

The Centre has already
borrowed Rs 24,000 crore on
behalf of the states in four
instalments and passed it on to
23 states and 3 Union
Territories on October 23,
November 2, November 9 and
November 23. Now, Kerala

and West Bengal will receive
funds raised through this 

starting from the next
round of borrowings, the min-
istry added.

“Kerala and West Bengal
will get Rs 10,197 crore
through special borrowing
window to meet the GST
implementation shortfall,” the
statement added.

Under the terms of
Option-1, besides getting the
facility of a special window for
borrowings to meet the short-
fall arising out of GST imple-
mentation, states are also enti-
tled to get unconditional per-
mission to borrow the final
instalment of 0.50 per cent of
Gross State Domestic Product 

(GSDP) out of the 2 per
cent additional borrowings
permitted by the Centre under
Aatmanirbhar Abhiyaan. 

This is over and above the
special window of Rs 1.1 lakh
crore.

On receipt of the choice of
Option-1 from Kerala and
West Bengal governments, the
Centre has granted additional
borrowing permission of Rs
4,522 crore to Kerala and Rs
6,787 crore to West Bengal.

New Delhi:India’s TWS (True
Wireless Stereo, commonly
known as earbuds) market
clocked its highest-ever growth
of 723 per cent year-on-year in
the September 2020 quarter,
with shipments of about 6 mil-
lion units, according to
Counterpoint Research.  “It is
one of the few segments which
managed to defy the impactof
economic slowdown, reaching
its highest ever growth in ship-
ments for a single quarter,” it
said in a report. 
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Equity markets’ record run
screeched to a halt on

Wednesday as investors pock-
eted gains in banking, finance
and IT counters amid a mixed
trend overseas.  

Snapping a three-day
winning streak, the 30-share
BSE Sensex slumped 694.92
points or 1.56 per cent to fin-
ish at 43,828.10. The index
touched a lifetime high of
44,825.37 in the opening ses-
sion. Similarly, the broader
NSE Nifty touched a record
intra-day peak of 13,145.85,
before ending 196.75 points or
1.51 per cent down at
12,858.40.

Kotak Bank was the top
loser in the Sensex pack, skid-
ding 3.22 per cent, followed by
Axis Bank, Sun Pharma, HDFC
Bank, Bajaj Finance, Asian
Paints, Bharti Airtel, Infosys
and Tech Mahindra. 

Only three index compo-
nents closed in the green --
ONGC, PowerGrid and
IndusInd Bank, jumping up to
6.25 per cent.  Global equities
were mixed after the US’ Dow
Jones Industrial Average
breached the 30,000-mark for
the first time in the overnight

session on COVID-19 vaccine
optimism.  

Reports that US President-
elect Joe Biden would appoint
former Federal Reserve chair
Janet Yellen as Treasury
Secretary also cheered
investors. 

“The market rally which
was led by developments on

vaccine and FPI inflows came
to a halt today due to profit
booking across sectors in the
second half of the trading ses-
sion. 

While western markets
continued its positivity, being
encouraged by news on vaccine
developments and ease in the
US political risk.  
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The Income Tax Dept has
issued refunds worth over

�1.36 lakh crore to over 41 lakh
taxpayers so far this fiscal.This
includes personal income tax
(PIT) refunds amounting to
�36,028 crore and corporate tax
refunds of over �1 lakh crore
during this period.”CBDT
issues refunds of over �1,36,962
crore to more than 41.25 lakh
taxpayers between 1st April,
2020 to 24th November,2020.
Income tax refunds of �36,028
crore have been issued in
39,28,067 cases & corporate tax
refunds of �1,00,934 crore have
been issued in 1,96,880 cases,”
the I-T Department tweeted. 

Chennai: Banking operations
will be affected across the
country on Thursday with
about 4.5 lakh bank employees
joining the nationwide strike
called by the central trade
unions, said a top official of the
All India Bank Employees
Association (AIBEA).
The strike was called to protest
against the “anti-people poli-
cies” of the Central govern-
ment.
“Employees of 12 public sec-
tor banks, nine private banks,
nine foreign banks, all
Regional Rural Banks and
most of the Cooperative Banks
will be participating in the
strike,” AIBEA General
Secretary C.H. Venkatachalam
told IANS.
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The Government should
incentivise the manufac-

turing and usage of eco-friend-
ly cement, according to a stake-
holder in the sector.Himansh
Verma, Founder & Chairman
of Navrattan Group said that
the Centre, along with the
cement industry, must push
harder for an eco-friendly alter-
native to regular Portland
cement.“Along with creating
more public awareness, I would
also suggest that the govern-
ment should incentivise the
manufacture and usage of such
cement so as to give people
more reasons to indulge in this
practice,” he said.

Verma was of the view

that eco-friendly cement is the
future of the industry.

“We are at the crossroads of
the future, with Covid-19 pan-
demic, global warming, envi-
ronmental degradation, etc.
The only way out of it is to go
green,” said the Chairman of
the green cement manufac-
turer.He also noted that along
with incentives, the govern-
ment should reach out to the
manufacturers with proper reg-
ulations.On the demand sce-
nario of eco-friendly cements,
Verma said that Indian cement
industry is the second-largest
producer in the world and
considering that cement buying
is not an “impulse-buy” com-
modity, its rising demand in
both urban and rural milieu is

a strong indicator of a robust
economic activity nationally.

For September and
October 2020, the industry
reported consecutive double-
digit growth, he said.

“By 2030, the cement con-
sumption is expected to be
more than double. The present
production capacity will have
to work overtime to match that
demand and, in doing so, it is
highly likely that India will
become the world’s largest pro-
ducer of concrete,” he said.

He noted that India will be
producing more cement than
China by 2030 which may also
lead to more threat of pollution.
Keeping the downside in mind,
he hopes that people would go
for eco-friendly cement.
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Indian tech start-ups are now
witnessing a gradual road to

recovery, with over 50 per cent
of them saying that they expect
revenue to reach pre-Covid
level in less than six months,
according to a Nasscom survey
released on Wednesday.

Revenue acceleration and
funding has improved the cash
availability with startups,
showed the findings of the
“Nasscom Start-up Pulse
Survey II”.

The IT industry body
revisited its first tech startup
pulse survey, conducted back in
April-May 2020, to understand
what the current perspectives
are, what has changed and
what the next six months look
like for the tech start-up ecosys-
tem in the country.

The results showed that 43
per cent of tech start-ups now
have a runway for more than
six months, compared to eight
per cent in the earlier survey.

“The Indian start-up
ecosystem has set a global
benchmark in remaining
resilient during this disruptive
year,” Debjani Ghosh,
President, Nasscom, said in a
statement.

“Setting an example for
many other industries across

the globe to follow and learn
from how Indian start-ups
converted challenges into
opportunities. 

A large tech start-ups pool,
strong innovation focus and
entrepreneur’s zeal have been
the growth drivers of this
ecosystem.”

The research showed that
there has been an increased
interest from venture capital
and funding agencies to invest
in seed-early stage start-ups.

Government initiatives
such as Atmanirbhar Bharat,
digitalisation of India, a greater
focus on sustainable business
models is attracting VC inter-
est for Indian tech start-ups,
Nasscom said.

Almost 25 per cent of the
surveyed start-ups have been
able to raise funds or find
prospective investors as com-
pared to seven per cent in the
earlier survey.

Sectors like edtech,
healthtech and Software-as-a-
Service (SaaS) continue to
attract investor interests.

While the ecosystem con-
tinues to be cautious, it is
increasingly looking at hiring
talent with the right compe-
tencies.As per the findings of
the survey, hiring freeze at
tech start-ups dropped by 20
per cent.
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The IT and Business
Services market in India is

expected to grow annually by
5.4 per cent to reach $13 bil-
lion by the end of the year, an
IDC report said on
Wednesday.

In the first half (January-
June period), the India IT and
Business Services market grew
by 5.3 per cent (on-year) as

compared to the 8.9 per cent
growth in the first half last year,
according to the IDC’s
‘Worldwide Semiannual
Services Tracker-1H20’.

When it comes to only IT
Services, the market con-
tributed 77.4 per cent in the
first half this year and grew by
5.9 per cent (on-year) com-
pared to the 9.3 per cent
growth in 1H2019.

“In 1H20, the role of IT

Services vendors gained high-
er prominence, as organisa-
tions increasingly approached
them to help ensure business
continuity by putting in place
various technologies, solu-
tions, best practices and frame-
works,” said Garima Goenka,
Market Analyst, IT Services,
IDC India.

Apart from ensuring busi-
ness continuity, the role of IT
service providers have also

been towards helping organi-
sations to achieve a higher
degree of tech resilience, adapt-
ability and digital transforma-
tion maturity, to become
future-ready.

According to the IDC, the
IT Services market will begin
picking up momentum gradu-
ally from 2021 onwards and is
projected to grow at a CAGR
of 7.2 per cent between 2019-
2024, to be valued at $13.4 bil-

lion by the end of 2024.”
IT investments across all

the major sectors such as BFSI,
healthcare, telecom, IT/ITeS,
government and manufactur-
ing increased considerably to
improve overall experience
and maintain business conti-
nuity and resiliency,” said
Shweta Baidya, Senior
Research Manager, Enterprise
Software and ICT Services,
IDC India.
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Crisis-hit Lakshmi Vilas
Bank (LVB) will merge

into the Indian arm of
Singapore-based DBS Bank on
Friday, leading to removal of all
restrictions, including with-
drawal cap of �25,000, which
the RBI had placed on the
lender earlier this month.

The RBI notified the effec-
tive date of merger soon after
the Union Cabinet headed by
Prime Minister Narendra Modi
approved the Scheme of
Amalgamation of LVB with
DBS Bank India Ltd (DBIL).

All the branches of LVB
will function as branches of
DBIL with effect from
November 27, the Reserve
Bank of India (RBI) said in a
statement.

“Customers, including
depositors of the Lakshmi Vilas
Bank Ltd will be able to oper-
ate their accounts as customers
of DBS Bank India Ltd (DBIL)
with effect from November
27, 2020. Consequently the
moratorium on the Lakshmi
Vilas Bank Ltd. will cease to be
operative from that date,” it

said.
DBIL is making necessary

arrangements to ensure that
service, as usual, is provided to
customers of LVB, the central
bank added.The RBI had
superseded LVB’’s board on
November 17 after the private
sector lender was placed under
a moratorium.Meanwhile, the
government issued a gazette
notification which notified the
Lakshmi Vilas Bank Limited
(Amalgamation with DBS
Bank India Limited) Scheme,
2020.

All employees of LVB shall
continue in service and be
deemed to have been appoint-
ed at the same remuneration
and on the same terms and
conditions of service as were
applicable immediately before
the close of business on
November 17, 2020, the gazette
notification issued by the
Department of Financial
Services said.

Earlier in the day, the
Union Cabinet approved the
merger of LVB with DBIL,
providing comfort to 20 lakh
customers of the bank which
was put under the moratorium.
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Shares of Lakshmi Vilas
Bank bounced back on

Wednesday after falling for
almost a week, rising by
nearly 5 per cent following
the government approval for
merger of the crisis-ridden
bank with DBS Bank India
Ltd (DBIL). In early trade on
Wednesday, the stock had
tanked 4.79 per cent to �6.95,
its lower circuit limit as well
as one-year low, on the BSE.
However, it recovered all its
lost ground in the afternoon
trade, gaining 4.79 per cent to
close at �7.65 -- its upper cir-
cuit limit.On the NSE, the
scrip rose 4.79 per cent to
close at �7.65. Earlier in the
day, it had fallen 4.79 per cent
to �6.95.

@�����
�"

��
4����������
��	���������
.	�������
3�*A�

�!
�%����!���(!�)�%��44!8�
-!��
!?��52

2H$�)�28�$2�
�2�#!!��/0"���2
�3�%%


�
�!����&#5%!�3
2#�
!42
���$)���2�
8
23$�A522�$�)L�0!��!:��$��������8��

����� 
'
(�	

Rising for the fourth straight
session, the rupee appre-

ciated by 10 paise to close at
nearly a month high of 73.91
against the US dollar on
Wednesday as positive devel-
opment on the coronavirus
vaccine front enthused
investor sentiment.

At the interbank forex
market, the domestic unit
opened at 73.98 against the
greenback and witnessed an
intra-day high of 73.88 and a
low of 74.02.

The local unit finally
closed at 73.91 against the

American currency, register-
ing a rise of 10 paise over its
previous close.

On Tuesday, the rupee
had climbed 10 paise to close
at 74.01 against the US dollar.

The domestic unit had
closed at 73.87 against the
greenback on October 28.

Traders said risk appetite
increased on news that US
President-elect Joe Biden plans
to nominate former Federal
Reserve chairwoman Janet
Yellen as treasury secretary.

Moreover, a weak
American currency in the
overseas market also support-
ed the rupee.
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New Delhi: Rapz has intro-
duced itself into the lifestyle
wireless audio market with the
launch of wireless earbuds in
two designs, bluetooth neck-
band earphones and wireless
bluetooth earbuds, both ren-
dering equal amount of satis-
factory experience.
Commenting on the brand
launch, Rohit Agarwal, Rapz
CEO, said, “Mostly wireless
earbuds are found expensive in
the market. Rapz commits cost
efficiency products with style.”
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��What did you make of the US script?
I thought it was really bold and cre-

ative, and the most original piece I had
read around that time. I felt so privileged
to even be asked to look at the material.
Well, it being Jordan Peele’s was an
added bonus. I have been his fan since his
sketch comedy days, the early days on
Mad TV, and his own show, Key & Peele.
To see him transition into the narrative
storytelling realm, I felt, ‘Of course! He’s
been a genius for years. Can’t wait!’

To know it came from him, and to
consume that material at the time, I sat
there quiet for a few minutes, thinking,
‘I saw this, I saw that, this means that, this
means this... Oh my goodness, it’s a big
conversation.’ I wanted to be part of that
conversation. And that is why I jumped
right on to the film. More than anything
else, I said, ‘I want to be a part of the con-
versation that this film evokes.’

��Did Jordan suggest you horror or any
other genre films to watch before mak-
ing the film?

I think, for each of us, we wanted
something totally different out of the
experience. Mine was, because I wasn’t
very familiar with the genre, an aversion
to horror as a genre for a while. I
enjoyed the scary films, the parody ones,
because I understood that. All these
tropes definitely didn’t benefit people who
looked like me, so I never really got
attached to the genre. But after reading
the script, I knew I wanted to be a part
of this new world because it turned every-
thing on its head. 

��Was there something you wanted to
bring to Gabe Wilson?

I wanted Gabe to seem the closest to
the audience through his ability to both
be in it and also stand outside it and make
it funny. He’s able to turn a moment that
feels really traumatic and terrible and find
some semblance of humour in it.

I also wanted Gabe to be the perfect
avatar for the audience and a construct
that reminded the audience of themselves.
I wanted them to talk about Gabe when
they went home and see themselves in
him with a blind comfort. Gabe is so
comfortable and privileged. The fact
that he thinks he can solve it all with a
baseball bat! It’s fascinating. He aspires to
be like his friends who are so much more
comfortable. It’s his ambition and tied into

his need to ascend to the American
dream. Then you realise that the
American dream is so flawed and inse-
cure, their house is literally made of glass
and it doesn’t protect you. You see it and
you say, ‘they are us.’

��You also had to play another com-
pletely different character than Gabe.
How did you work out the differences?

We rarely did both on one day. I think
we only did that on one or two days that
I was filming because it was so taxing.
Jordan made that possible with the

schedule. He’d never book it for both on
one day. It was really helpful to have
someone in your corner supporting you
with a schedule. He’d schedule certain
things later in the shoot, so you have time
to prepare. I think for Lupita, a lot of the
climax for her happened at the end of
shooting, which helped her have all the
experiences beforehand, put them in her
body and then demonstrate it.

��Do you think Jordan’s history as a
performer helps him be a director of
actors?

Deeply. He understands the process,
how we need it and gives us a lot of room
for it. He respects it and creates space for
us to do whatever we need to do. He does-
n’t try to force you into his process. He’s
like a gardener and he understands he has
different flowers. Some need more sun-
light and water, some need less.

�� You were working with Evan and
Shahadi. How were they as fellow per-
formers?

They were brilliant! They came pre-
pared and ready to act, play and be dar-
ing. It was really good to just watch them
be free and learn what fearlessness looks
like. As kids, they’ve got nothing to be
afraid of. We were all very pleasant on set
so they felt comfortable. They wanted to
have lunch with us everyday and most
days, we did. Both Evan and Shahadi were
so committed to their roles, always
showing something new. It was a great
collaborative effort. Jordan relied on a lot
of different people to bring a lot of dimen-
sion and character to these roles. It was
a cast of greatness.

��Filming something like this, you have
a lot of intensity. Is it something that
sticks with you?

It was hard to let go. I think was I
was going through a lot of stress. I went
on to do two other projects immediate-
ly after this. I don’t think I shed the char-
acters of Us before I went to do the other
jobs to do my regular process of taking
them off. I didn’t realise that until New
Years, when I finally had a vacation and
got to sit and meditate and realise I’d
never removed Gabe from my person.
I’d been walking around with so much
baggage, no wonder I was so stressed!
I literally have felt like I’m fighting for
my life. 

��Us loosely falls into horror. But how
does it differ within the genre?

I think there is so much commentary
on it. In particular, we’ve been saying a
lot about how we’re our worst enemies.
It’s very interesting because our monsters
aren’t creatures. They don’t have wings,
they’re not ghosts or werewolves. They’re
not things, they’re people. They’re your
monsters. They’re not just “them.” They’re
“us.”

(Us premieres on November 29 at
1 pm and 9 pm on Sony PIX.)

From the art of acting
he exuded in Paar,

Sparsh, Pestonjee,
Junoon, Mirch Masala or
Jaane Bhi Do Yaaro, to
the unforgettable screen
presence of mainstream
roles in Masoom, A
Wednesday, Jalwa, The
Dirty Picture or the
Ishqiya films, 70-year-old Bollywood veteran
Naseeruddin Shah has been there, done that.

The much-feted actor has been equally at home
on screens big and small (some feel his role in the
TV serial Mirza Ghalib is his best ever), and has
recently forayed the OTT space with the series
Bandish Bandits, too.

In a career spanning over four decades, there
have been instances when he failed to create magic
on screen but he says that he has no regrets. “I don’t
have a single regret in life. Yes, I have made mis-
takes but I have overcome them. I have put them
behind me and moved on with learnings. I would
be a fool to keep regrets in life. I have acted in sev-
eral ghastly films. I ate some of them. I might have
not enjoyed working for those films but I don’t
regret having done them. Each and every decision
of mine has taught me something or the other,” Shah
said. B-���

Slowly but surely, India and
Indianness are foraying into the

world of showbiz in the West, and
much of it has to do with the coun-
try’s growing presence in the OTT
space. The success of Netflix’s
Delhi Crime winning the ‘Best
Drama Series’ award at the 48th
International Emmy Awards is, as
Shefali Shah rightly said, “a cher-
ry on the sundae”, but Indian sto-
ries and talent of the digital space
have been making a strong impact
the way Bollywood or our main-
stream cinema never really did.

The show becomes the first
Indian programme to win an
International Emmy. Writer-direc-
tor Richie Mehta’s seven-episode
series has Shefali Shah in the
central role of DCP Vartika
Chaturvedi, and narrates the story
of investigation in the aftermath of
the heinous Delhi gang-rape of
December 2012.

“I am completely ecstatic,
euphoric and all the possible
superlatives in the thesaurus that
I can recollect now. It’s just amaz-
ing! I feel so proud to be a part of
Delhi Crime. This win is like a
cherry on the sundae but irrespec-
tive for me, Delhi Crime has
always been a winner since the day
I started work on it. I knew that
this show is a very special one. The
Emmy has put us on the global

platform and we feel extremely
proud of the honour,” Shefali said. 

“This is a BIG one for us, a big
one for India. Thank you for the
endless love and support that has
flowed our way for the show. I am
so honoured to be a part of some-
thing that is so real and relevant
that it put us on the global map.
Thank you for the nominations
and the experience, Emmys.
Congratulations to the supreme-
ly deserving team behind Delhi
Crime,” she added.

In his acceptance speech,
writer-director Mehta thanked all
the producers, the OTT platform
Netflix that streams the show, the
casting crew and the cast, with a
special mention of Shefali Shah,
his parents and wife, the Sundance
Film Festival, and the Delhi police
team headed by “Neeraj Kumar
and the amazing Chhaya Sharma”
that helped them bring the show

alive.
“The project was led by

women, it was financed and put
together and released by women,
this crime was solved by women,
this is for the courage of those
women and all the women who
not only endure the violence that
so many men inflict on them but
then are tasked with solving the
problem,” said Mehta.

He paid a special tribute to the
victim and her mother. “Finally
the fearless and tireless hero of all
mothers and her daughter. Not a
day goes by when I don’t think
about you both and what the
world subjected you two to. And
I hope none of us ever forget that,”
he said.

The fictionalised crime drama
series also features Rasika Dugal,
Adil Hussain, Rajesh Tailang,
Avijit Dutt, Gopal Dutt, Jaya
Bhattacharya, Denzil Smith and
Yashaswini Dayama in pivotal
roles.

“Delhi Crime will always be
close to the heart for how the nar-
rative examines the lives of
women in a patriarchal society
through (characters) Vartika,
Neeti, Chandni, while reminding
us that we as a society allowed a
heinous crime like the 2012 rape
case to happen,” said Rasika.
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One out of every three chil-
dren in India is malnour-
ished, making us one of the

leading nations in terms of mal-
nourished children. According to
the 2018 Global Hunger Index,
India ranked 103 out of the 119
qualifying countries, with a score
of 31.1, which is high enough to
ring the bells for serious concern
for hunger deprivation. The nation
houses 46.6 million stunted chil-
dren, one-third globally, as per the
Global Nutrition Report 2018.
Approximately half of all the under-
five child mortality in India is cred-
ited to undernutrition.

The crisis of malnutrition is
alarming and needs immediate
attention. Any leading nation can’t
accomplish the economic and
social development goals of the
society, without addressing the
basic issue of malnutrition and lay-
ing an emphasis over making its
populace mentally, physically and
emotionally healthy.

Chhattisgarh steps up in its bat-
tle against malnutrition
For a heavily forested and tribal-
dominated state of Chhattisgarh,
the issue of malnutrition came as
a challenge in front of the newly
formed state government led by the
Chief Minister Bhupesh Baghel.
Under his leadership, the Chief
Minister’s Suposhan Abhiyan was
launched on October 2, 2019 in the
state to eradicate malnutrition
from its roots.

Decrease in malnourished chil-
dren in the state
According to the data received
from the weight festival in the
scheme launching last year, about
4,92,000 children were malnour-
ished in the state, out of which
more than 67,000 children have
become free from it. Thus, there
has been a 13.79 per cent decrease
in malnourished children, which is
a major achievement in the state’s
war against malnutrition.

Bijapur Suposhan Mission
Malnutrition has been an enigma in
the Bijapur district of the state
since time immemorial with the
dominant presence of anemia
among women of the region.
Scientists claim that the initial 1,000
days of an individual’s lifespan,
from the day of conception till s/he
turns two, is crucial for physical and
cognitive development. But a major-
ity of children, adolescent girls,
pregnant women and infant moth-
ers of the district are anemic with
decreasing nutritional levels.
Thereby, a malnourished mother is
more likely to give birth to malnour-
ished children, forming a vicious
cycle with the birth of underweight
children and the pattern continuing
for ages thereafter.

Concerning the figures of the
Weight festival 2019, a total of 3,632
children have been categorised as
seriously malnourished and 7,100
children fall under the category of
moderately malnourished in the
district. Bijapur stands at a malnu-
trition percentage of 38.50 per
cent, which is both disturbing yet
challenging. The district has a
population of 2,55,230 citizens,
out of which 49.6 per cent i.e
(1,26,594) are women, according to
the 2011 census.

As per the National Family and
Health Survey (NFHS) 2015-16,
there are 86,970 anemic women
aged between 15 and 49 years, con-
stituting for 68.7 per cent of anemic
women in the district, out of which,
the percentile of anemic pregnant
women stands at 47.9 per cent. 51.3
per cent of infants from the age
group of six months to 59 months
are anemic. The alarming figures of
malnutrition, maternal mortality
rate, infant mortality rate and ane-
mia, reckoned the district adminis-
tration to come up with this mission
to combat malnutrition.

Benefits under the mission
Under this campaign, supplemen-
tary nutritious food in the form of

eggs, ladoos, chickpea, jaggery and
nutritious biscuits are provided to
the identified children, women, lac-
tating mothers, school dropouts
and anemic women aged between
15 to 49 years. All the children and
school dropout girls are provided
with warm nutritious food. With
this, 27883 children, 4663 lactating
mothers, 10811 anemic women
aged between 15 to 49 years, 2751
school dropout girls, with a whop-
ping total of 46,108 people of the
district have been benefitted.

Establishment of Nutrition
Rehabilitation Centres in Bijapur
Nutrition Rehabilitation Centres
(NRC) are being established in the
district hospital and four develop-
ment blocks, with the collaboration
of Health Department under the
scheme, for the speedy recovery
and health improvement of severe-
ly malnourished children.
Additionally, with the aid of one
district hospital, five community
centres and 10 primary health cen-
tres, health check-ups are conduct-
ed regularly for pregnant and lac-
tating mothers and malnourished
children of the district.

Reduction in malnutrition levels

within 13 months in the district
The mission started bearing fruit-
ful results within 13 months with
the revival of 2,779 severely/ mod-
erately malnourished children, get-
ting free from the cycles of under-
nourishment. Due to the constant
efforts and the objective set out by
the CM to eradicate malnutrition
from its roots, a drastic 10 per cent
reduction has been witnessed in the
levels of malnourishment in the
district.

The malnourishment rate has
come down from 38.50 per cent to
28.52 per cent with the number of
malnourished children decreasing
from 10,732 to 7,953. The angan-
wadi workers of the district are pro-
vided with regular training for the
successful implementation of the
scheme. Additionally, kitchen gar-
dens are being established in all the
anganwadi centres with 276 (fixed
wire fencing) and 819 kitchen gar-
dens being established in the work-
ers and assistants premises. Papaya
and drumsticks are being planted
in the gardens of the beneficiaries
to encourage them to avail proper
nutrition. Awareness is created
through social participation of the
Self Help Groups in the gram pan-
chayats of the villages, where infor-

mation is disseminated regarding
proper nutrition and health.

Distribution of dry ration mate-
rial amid lockdown
Amid the closure of all the angan-
wadi and mini anganwadi centres
for the prevention and control of
COVID-19 in the state, distribution
of dry ration material such as
wheat flour, rice, pulses, gram,
potatoes and soybeans had been
ensured. Additionally, children
were also weighed regularly by
anganwadi workers by visiting
their homes.

Bijapur is one fine example of
the successful implementation of
the Mukhyamantri Suposhan
Abhiyan in the state. The World
Bank has also appreciated the con-
trol and prevention of COVID in
the state and the distribution of take
away ration conducted by angan-
wadi workers in the state.

Eradication of malnutrition is
a community campaign and
involves citizens participation and
cooperation for the achievement of
its goals. It is a time taking process
but Chhattisgarh will fulfill its
goals in terms of providing people
with nourishment and proper
nutrition.

Dr Imran Pancha from the
Department of Biology, SRM uni-

versity-AP is recognised among the top
two per cent scientists/researchers
across the world by Stanford University
researchers. 

Recently, an article has been pub-
lished in PLOS Biology by Stanford
researchers on the highly cited
researchers in 22 different fields and
their subfields. In the biotechnology
field, 1,074 scientists/faculty mem-
bers were identified and Dr Imran is
one amongst them. From India, only
77 scientists/faculty members could
achieve this honour.

This is an admirable achievement
for a young faculty. Dr P
Sathyanarayanan, the President of
SRM University-AP honoured Dr
Imran for bringing this scientific lau-

rel to the university.
Overall, of the top 1,60,000 scien-

tists from different fields of Science &
Technology, India hosts 2,313 scien-
tists/faculty members. This list com-
prises of the prominent and illustrious
scientists from India. 

Dr Imran’s primary research focus
is to produce renewable energy from
microalgae. His team is trying to
develop integrated microalgal bio-
refinery to produce high-value com-
pounds like phycobiliproteins,
carotenoids along with biofuel and bio-
fertilisers from microalgae. Apart from
this, he is also interested to understand
algal-bacterial interaction, particular-
ly isolate and characterise the microal-
gae associated bacteria and finding
their role in growth enhancement and
inhibition in microalgae.

MV Iyer assumed charge as
Director (Business

Development) of GAIL.
Earlier, he was working as the
Executive Director (Projects)
with the company.

An electrical engineer, Iyer
has 33 years of rich experience
in GAIL in projects execution
amounting to �40,000 crores,
including current projects
worth �25,000 crores spanning
16 states, 150 districts and City
Gas Distribution (CGD) pro-
jects in six cities. 

He is also the director in
one of the company’s new
joint venture Indradhanush
Gas Grid Limited (IGGL) for
implementation of North East
Gas Grid. 

The road map of vehicle free zone night
market has been prepared in NCR’s

Madhuban Bapudham Yojana, which is
going to be developed in GDA’s 1234 acre
area. It is also preparing to open other types
of commercial centres in this market
besides street food dishes. 

The market will also serve as a picnic
for those who don’t get enough family time
as they reach home late. Due to this, plans
to open a special type of night market by
11 pm are also being considered. The model
is taken from Gangtok where markets are
opened till late night for picnics and food.
They also plan to build 198 shops and 25
kiosks to promote small shopkeepers. Apart
from this, a commercial centre named
Central Plaza will also be built on 150 acres

of land. 
GDA Secretary, Santosh Rai said that

entry of any vehicle in this market will be
prohibited so that people are roam around
freely without any hindrances. Police will
look after the law and order. In this regard,
the police administration will be urged to
create a checkpoint keeping safety in mind.
Madhuban Bapudham police station has
already been activated. A budget of �100
crore has been made for the construction
of roads so that there is no problem for the
people coming to this area. Parking for 400
vehicles will also be made. Apart from this,
food corners will be developed and a sep-
arate wedding zone is being created for
street food. Auditorium and conference hall
will also be constructed there.

Almost half a dozen schools run by
the Municipal Corporation in the

city will be made smart schools soon.
In all these schools, the details of all
the activities related to the studies of
the students will be kept through the
schooling education app. The login
details of the app will be with the con-
cerned school principal. In the app, the
data of all the students studying in the
school will be fed and complete infor-
mation about the status of their stud-
ies will also be available from the web-
site. The special feature is that when a
child’s performance falls his informa-
tion will be there in the app and the
details of what steps the teacher has to
take for qualitative improvement in
that child will also be available. 

In the marathon meeting held by
Mayor Asha Sharma and Municipal
Commissioner Mahendra Singh
Tanwar with the principals of these
schools in the municipal auditorium,
the issue of implementing this app was
discussed and it was decided to imple-
ment this app for qualitative improve-
ment in education. The municipal
administration feels that government

schools should also be smart so that
parents admit their children in these
schools instead of private ones. 

Talking with the principal in the
meeting, Asha said that the modern era
demands teaching with new technol-
ogy. Now new education system will be
used and smart class will be run in all
corporation schools. The teachers
working in these schools will be
trained with new teaching methods.
Computer labs will be made in all
schools and children will be taught
through lab tabs. It was also said in the
meeting that a list of children who have
smart phones should be prepared and
linked to the school app. Only children
from class six to twelve will be linked
with this app. 

The mayor promised to provide all
the facilities so that students passing
out from these schools can take the
name of Ghaziabad Municipal
Corporation high. She said that there
is no dearth of talent here, we have to
motivate them to achieve their goal.
Additional Municipal Commissioner
RN Pandey was also present during the
meeting.

The Union Power Minister RK
Singh and LG Anil Baijal in

the presence of BJP Delhi
President Adesh Gupta, LOP
Delhi Legislative Assembly
Ramvir Singh Bidhuri and Mayor
Anamika inaugurated Delhi’s first
fully-automated tower car parking
at Green Park near the Metro
Station through video conferenc-
ing on Wednesday.

Singh congratulated SDMC
for selecting the most feasible
new-age parking system to over-
come the parking in and around
the Green Park. He further
expressed confidence that the
Tower Parking Project will cer-
tainly contain pollution in the
area. He offered to provide exper-
tise, consultancy and help of his
Ministry in providing boost to the
innovative actions in future. While
giving detailed description of the
projects being executed by his
Ministry in and around Delhi, he
expressed hope that the projects
will go a long way in accelerating
the pace of development in the city
and providing facilities to the cit-
izens.

Deputy Mayor Subash
Bhadana, Chairman Standing
Committee Rajdutt Gehlot,
Leader of House Narendra
Chawala, Commissioner Gyanesh
Bharti, DC South Zone G
Sudhakar and other senior offi-
cials were also present.

Baijal said that this sort of ver-
tical parking is the most appropri-
ate in congested markets and
populated colonies as it requires
just 1.50 sq metre space to park a
car in comparison to 30 sq metre
required in conventional parking.
He said that all three MCDs
should come up with effective
parking area management to deal
with the parking problem in their
jurisdiction. While giving details
of the project, he said that the new
era steel structured modular
designed tower parking is flexible
and hence, can be installed at
another place. It is eco-friendly,
accommodates maximum num-
ber of cars in minimum space,
allows faster parking and retrieval,
has customised parking solutions,
comprehensive fire safety, is fully

safe and has parking through
lifts.

Bharti while welcoming
Union Minister referred to the
achievements and ongoing major
projects of SDMC and said that
SDMC has taken major steps to
increase the number of parking
sites. The tower parking project is
another initiative to develop use-
ful property over a limited sized
plot. He further informed that the
plot area of parking is 878 sq
metre. The total cost of the pro-
ject is �18.20 crore. The height of
the towers is 39.50 metres and
there are 17 floors in each tower,
accommodating 17 cars on each
side of the car lift, totaling to 34
cars in each tower. At a time, the
tower can accommodate up to 136
cars. Each tower accommodates
eight SUVs from the first level to
the fourth level and 26 sedans
from the fifth level to the 17th.
The parking facility is available for
32 SUVs and 104 sedans in total
in all the four towers.

He further informed that
there is an automated ticket dis-
penser with boom barrier at entry
and exit of the parking and there
will be parking charges as per
SDMC notified rates — �20 per
hour, �100 for 24 hours, �1,200
day pass (monthly) and �2,000 day
and night pass (monthly).

He added that the operation,
maintenance cost and require-
ment of manual labor will be
lower than the conventional park-
ing. The retrieval time of the vehi-
cle in the tower parking will be 150
seconds.

Anamika stated that the
SDMC has been completing its
project in spite of limited recourse
and a paucity of funds. She said,
“Such projects will prove to be
beneficial in lessening the pollu-
tion levels and fuel consumption.
Moreover, parking vehicles in the
automated car parking will be easy
and convenient than those in
conventional parking. It will also
suffice the car parking need of the
residents.” She added that the
possibilities are also being
explored to use the facade for gen-
erating revenue for using it for
advertisement purposes.
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India’s white-ball vice-cap-
tain KL Rahul on
Wednesday said he would

be happy to keep wickets in the
next three global ICC events if
given an opportunity even
though the team management
has not yet spoken to him
about it.

Rahul has now pipped spe-
cialist wicketkeepers Rishabh
Pant and Sanju Samson as the
No1 glovesman in the limited
overs format. Three ICC events
— two back-to-back T20
World Cups followed by the
marquee ODI World Cup —
are scheduled in the next three
years.

The 28-year-old’s keeping
does provide the team the
option of having an extra bats-
man or bowler.

“It helps the the team com-
bination a little more and it’s
something I would love to
do...If the opportunity pre-
sents itself and I can keep in
three World Cups, I would love
to do it for my country,” Rahul
said ahead of the limited-overs
series against Australia starting
November 27.

Has the team management
spoken to him about keeping in
ICC events?

“Nothing has been told to
me and we are not thinking that
far as a team. Obviously World
Cups are important and that is
a long-term vision for every
team and country,” he said.

“I think for me, we are just
taking one game at a time. So
if I put up consistent perfor-
mances with bat and gloves, it
gives us an option of playing an
extra bowler or an extra batter,”
said the stylish Karnataka bats-
man.

In the ODIs, Rahul has
been batting at No 5 and has
opened in the T20
Internationals, and he admitted

that his position in the line-up
will depend on formats.

“What the team wants
from me and what combina-
tion sits better,” said Rahul.

“Obviously, the last ODI
series (against New Zealand)
that we played, I batted at No
5, it’s a role that I have enjoyed
and (I am) happy to play what-
ever role the team gives me.”

Mahendra Singh Dhoni’s
keeping was in a different
league and the way he guided
spinners went a long way in
India’s white-ball success.

Would he be able to chide
a Kuldeep Yadav or Yuzvendra
Chahal like Dhoni could, if he
takes upon a similar role?

“Look obviously, nobody
can fill MS Dhoni’s place. He
has shown us the way and how
wicketkeeper-batman role is
performed.

“With Kuldeep, Yuzi
(Yuzvendra Chahal) and Jaddu
(Jadeja), we have a decent
friendship and obviously I will
go and give them a feedback as
to what is a better length if they
are doing something wrong
and anybody in wicketkeeper’s
role will have that responsibil-
ity,” he said.

Rahul loved the role of an
ODI keeper against New
Zealand and hopes to contin-
ue with the good work.

“I did one series in New

Zealand and quite enjoyed it
and hopefully I can be better at
reading the game and give

bowlers and captains some
good feedback for the bowlers
and the captain.”

�%���%� The tag of being a
power-hitter is quite sought
after in international cricket but
India’s K L Rahul has no qualms
admitting that he does not fit
the bill and neither does he
crave for it.

Known for his classical bat-
ting, Rahul said that even if he
has to score at a high strike-rate
of 160 to 170, he can do it
minus the blitzkrieg.

“I wouldn’t call my batting
power-hitting, that’s something
I honestly feel like I have not
been able to do or not what I
am blessed with,” Rahul said on
the eve first ODI on Friday.

“I am blessed with certain
skills and I try and play the role
I feel the team requires me to
play at that particular moment.
If that means scoring runs at
160-170 strike rate, I try to do
that to the best of my ability and
if it’s the other way around, I
will try to do that,” he added.

He hasn’t played 50-over
cricket regularly for India save
for the past one year and is
happy that he is in a situation
where he has been in good form
as far as white-ball cricket is
concerned.

“....I have never got a long
run like this. So yeah, it feels
good that I am contributing to
team’s win and playing my role
pretty well. Happy that I can put
up consistent performances.”

Talking about the
Australian team, Rahul was all
praise for Marnus Labuschagne
but refused to call him an
unknown entity.

“...I don’t think he is
unknown anymore. He is in the

top 5 and he has been getting
a lot of runs in the last 12-15
months or before the Covid in
the games that he played. He
has been really consistent for his
side.

“We have watched how
Marnus played and fingers
crossed hopefully, he won’t
score that many runs against us.
We will have a plan set, we have
a top quality bowling attack so
it will be a good challenge for
him and our bowlers as well.”

Rahul also feels that his IPL
teammate Glenn Maxwell is
equally dangerous, terming him
a great team man.

“Yes of course, he
(Maxwell) will (be dangerous).
That’s one of the reasons why
we picked him in our IPL fran-
chise because he is a quality
player.

“He is a gun fielder, he is
always there to support his
teammates. He will be eager to
get out in Australian colours
and perform for his country as
well.” PTI
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Australia’s head coach Justin
Langer on Wednesday

asserted that there would be no
room for abuse when his team
takes on India in an upcoming
series but he expects plenty of
banter between the two evenly-
matched sides.

Langer, who had a reputa-
tion of being an aggressive play-
er himself, said that in the last
couple of years, the Aussies
have had lots of conversations
about behaviours both on and
off the field.

Australia have copped quite
a bit of criticism for its players’
win-at-all-cost mindset in the
past which even led to a thor-
ough examination of the side’s
attitude and ethics.

“People say you get nervous
coming to Australia, I’m not sure
it’s about the chatter. It’s because
they’re coming up against very,
very great players,” Langer said
in an online media interaction
on Wednesday.

“If you’re facing Warney
(Shane Warne), Glenn McGrath
or bowling against Steve Waugh,
Adam Gilchrist or Ricky Ponting
I think that makes you more
nervous than a few words that
might be spoken,” he recalled.

“...Anyone who has watched
the last couple of years we talk
about our behaviours on and off

the field and we talked about
there’s no room for abuse.
There’s plenty of room for ban-
ter and having that competitive
instinct.”

Langer said that given the
great cricketers, who will be
playing the series, the compet-
itive energy would be intense
enough on its own.

“The captain Tim Paine has
a great sense of humour, we love
what VK (Virat Kohli) was
doing, there’s a great sense of
theatre to it. At the end of the
day, I can promise you the pres-
sure on the cricket field has
nothing to do with the words
spoken, it’s the person you’re up
against.

“We’re lucky in this series
there’ll be a lot of great cricketers
and that’s enough intensity let
alone any words spoken,” added
the head coach.
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Australia coach Justin Langer
on Wednesday said he has

great respect for the formidable
Indian bowling line-up but his
team’s batsmen have become
familiar enough with their tac-
tics to be ready for the challenge
they will throw up in the
upcoming series.

Langer said the contest
would likely be an exciting one
thanks to the two teams being
evenly-matched.

“Well, we know Jasprit
Bumrah, world-class bowler,
(Mohammed) Shami, really
good opening combination. We
have great respect for that and
guys have seen a fair bit of them,
through the IPL and the last
couple of summers,” Langer
said in a virtual media confer-
ence on Wednesday.

“We have played 14 ODIs
against India in the last few years
and it’s seven all,” he added.

India are touring Australia
with a lethal bowling attack, led
by pace-spearhead Jasprit
Bumrah, and comprising
Mohammed Shami, Navdeep
Saini and Shardul Thakur.

The spin department fea-
tures Yuzvendra Chahal along
with Kuldeep Yadav and
Ravindra Jadeja.

Langer said the Australians
would be ready for the chal-
lenge.

“...Our guys have seen a lot

of each other and that’s what I
love about the contest, you see
which teams are growing, which
players are growing. We have
played a bit against each other
now.

“So, we have great respect,
great respect for their spin-
ners, great respect for Bumrah,
Shami, their other bowlers
(Navdeep) Saini.

“Our guys know they are
going to be on their toes all the
time in all forms of the game
against the Indian bowling
attack. But they are working
hard, they have seen a bit now
and they will be ready for it,” the
50-year-old asserted.

Langer sidestepped queries
on India missing star opener

Rohit Sharma and pacer Ishant
Sharma due to injury, saying
that it was not his concern.

Rohit and Ishant, who suf-
fered injuries during the IPL, are
in danger of missing the Test
series.

“It is not our business, we
have our own challenges, we will
come together for the first time
as a group on the morning of
the game, so it’s up to India who
they choose,” he said.

“One thing, we have zero
control or say is in who India
picks, they can pick whoever
they want, we have our own
challenges, so India whoever
they put out on the park, we will
be ready to take them on,” he
added.

�"!��� The concept of ‘Big
Three’ doesn’t exist for new
ICC chairman Greg Barclay,
who firmly believes that both
bilateral as well as ICC events

can peacefully co-exist help-
ing the game’s ecosystem.

The ‘Big Three’ was a con-
cept where India, Australia
and England were supposed to

earn the lion’s share of global
body’s revenue.

In the run up to the elec-
tion, New Zealand’s Barclay
said a perception was created
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Juventus, Chelsea and Sevilla
all claimed last-gasp wins as

they qualif ied for the
Champions League last 16 on
Tuesday,  while Martin
Braithwaite grabbed a double
in Barcelona’s 4-0 victory at
Dynamo Kiev as they also
secured a place in the knock-
out rounds.

They are the first teams to
make it out of the group stage,
doing so with two games to
spare, on a night which saw
Erling Braut Haaland,
Neymar, Cristiano Ronaldo
and Bruno Fernandes all get
among the goals.

There was no Lionel Messi
for Barcelona,  with the
Argentine rested for the trip to
Ukraine, but Ronald Koeman’s

side got the job done to make
it four wins from four in
Group G.

All the goals came in the
second half, with Sergino Dest
opening the scoring before
Danish striker Braithwaite
added another and then con-
verted a penalty to make it 3-
0.

On as a substitute,
Antoine Griezmann wrapped
up the win on the night young
centre-back Oscar Mingueza,
Brazilian midfielder Matheus
Fernandes and teenage
American winger Konrad de
la Fuente were all blooded in
the first team.

“We’ve achieved our
objective,” said Koeman. “We
looked hungry and scored
four goals. Important players
were able to rest and the

4�

����	�� New Zealand all-
rounder Colin de Grandhomme
has been ruled out of the
upcoming Test series against
West Indies due to bone bruis-
ing in his right-foot. He will be
replaced by Daryl Mitchell.

Left-arm spinner Mitchell
Santner has been named Ajaz
Patel’s cover for the first Test
starting December 3 in
Hamilton after the latter’s left calf
tear didn’t improved enough in
time.

Santner has also been
named as the captain of Black
Caps for the third T20I to be
played on Monday. He will take
over from Tim Southee (who’s
been rested for the game) and
will become the eighth T20I cap-
tain for New Zealand, said New
Zealand Cricket.

“The unavailability of Colin
and Ajaz has obviously had a
flow on effect to our T20I squad
who are providing the replace-
ment players for the Test squad,”
head coach Gary Stead said.

“It’s disappointing for Colin
to be ruled out of the Tests com-
pletely and he’ll now target
being fit and available for the
Boxing Day Test at Bay Oval.
Ajaz will join the team in
Hamilton to have treatment
and train. We will make a call on
the second Test in Wellington
closer to the time,” he added.

KL ‘would love to keep’ in next three WCs
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that he gives importance to
bilateral cricket over “every-
thing else” but that is far from
the truth.

“There has been a lot of
misrepresentation in the
media around that (that I am
in favour of bilateral cricket
over world events. But the fact
is, of course I am an advocate
of bilateral cricket, it is the
lifeblood of cricket in all
countries...” Barclay said in a
video posted on the ICC web-
site.

“..Countries playing each
other on a regular basis, sus-
tained competitive relevant
competition is what drives
fan engagement. It is what dri-
ves the development path-
ways, it is a vital part of crick-
et.’

But that doesn’t mean that
the world events are not as
important, said the adminis-
trator from New Zealand who
has also has BCCI’s backing.

“The ICC runs world class
events. If you look at what
happened with the women’s
T20 all the way through the

final, the ODI World Cup
last year, they were amazing
events.

“They are pinnacle events
no doubt about that. I would
need to say they (bilateral and
global events) need to work in
conjunction with each other,
one can’t sit in isolation to the
other. I am very conscious of
the delicate ecosystem that
crickets sits on.”

Referring to game’s pow-
erful nations India, Australia
and England, Barclay said he
doesn’t believe in the ‘big
three’ concept.

“There is no big three as
far as I am concerned. I don’t
subscribe to it at all. All mem-
bers are important and should
be treated equally.

“I do accepts concerns of
members could be different ...
I do accept that some of those
bigger countries can provide
certain outcomes to the ICC
along the lines of hosting and
revenue so again we need to
take that into account and
recognise that but there is no
big three,” he insisted. PTI

youngsters deserved their
minutes.”

LATE STRIKES
Juventus joined Barcelona

in qualifying from Group G
but the Italian champions
needed a stoppage-time head-
er by substitute Alvaro Morata
to beat Ferencvaros 2-1 in
Turin and seal their progress.

Albanian international
Myrto Uzuni put the
Hungarians ahead but
Ronaldo drilled in the equalis-
er before half-time, meaning
he has scored in 15 consecu-
tive Champions League sea-
sons.

Chelsea are through from
Group E after edging Rennes
2-1 in France, with Olivier
Giroud coming off the bench
to head in an injury-time
winner. Serhou Guirassy had
cancelled out Callum Hudson-
Odoi’s breakaway opener.

Last season’s Europa
League winners Sevilla will
not get to defend their trophy
as they advanced to the last 16
of Europe’s elite club compe-
tition and did so with a 2-1
win over Krasnodar in Russia,
in a rare game played before
a sizeable crowd.

Sevilla and Chelsea are
level on 10 points but Frank
Lampard’s side go to Spain
next week, when the winner
will secure top spot.

Manchester United are in
pole position in Group H
after a first-half Fernandes
brace set them on their way to
a 4-1 victory over Istanbul
Basaksehir that made up for a
2-1 defeat in Turkey last time
out.

The opener by Fernandes
was a thunderous strike from
outside the box, while the sec-
ond was a tap-in after a hor-
rible error by Mert Gunok in
the away goal.

Marcus Rashford added a
penalty, but there was a fight-
back from the away side, with

Deniz Turuc’s free-kick cross-
ing the line before David de
Gea could claw it away.

Edin Visca crashed a shot
off the bar, but Daniel James
made sure of the victory on
the counter-attack.

FRIGHTENING RECORD
Solskjaer’s side are three

points clear of both Paris
Saint-Germain and RB
Leipzig, after an early Neymar
penalty gave the French side
a 1-0 win over their German
visitors.

PSG go to Old Trafford
next week.

Borussia Dortmund need
just one more point to quali-
fy from Group F following a
3-0 win over Club Brugge as
the prolific Haaland netted
twice either side of a Jadon
Sancho free-kick in Germany.

Haaland has 16 goals for
the season, and has now
scored 16 Champions League
goals in just 12 appearances —
Messi had two goals and
Ronaldo none after the same
number of appearances.

In the group’s other game
Ciro Immobile was on target
twice, including from a penal-
ty, as Lazio beat Zenit Saint-
Petersburg 3-1 in Rome, a
result which eliminated the
Russians. Marco Parolo also
netted for Lazio, with Artem
Dzyuba scoring for Zenit.


