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Farmers from Punjab faced
water cannons and broke

police barriers at the State’s bor-
der with Haryana as they
pushed towards the national
Capital on Thursday on their
“Delhi Chalo” march against
the Centre’s farm laws.

By late evening, a large
group of them had reached the
road toll plaza at Panipat, about
100 km from Delhi. Bhartiya
Kisan Union (Haryana) leader
Gurnam Singh said the pro-
testers planned to spend the
night there and will resume the
march the next morning.

At the Punjab-Haryana
Shambhu border, police and
Punjab farmers in their tractor-
trolleys were locked in a con-
frontation for a couple of hours
in the morning.

Police made announce-
ments on loudspeakers asking
the farmers assembled on the
Punjab side to disperse. But as
protesters tried to push through
barricades, the Haryana Police
used a water cannon and
lobbed teargas shells. Farmers
chucked some steel barricades
into the Ghaggar river from the
bridge where they had been
stopped.

Apart from this con-
frontation in Ambala district,
there were face-offs between
the protesters and police in
Haryana’s Sirsa, Kurukshetra,
Fatehabad and Jind districts
bordering Congress-run
Punjab.

Later, Haryana Police DGP

Manoj Yadava praise the police
for acted with “great restraint”
against Punjab-based farmers
who broke barricades during
their “Delhi Chalo” march. He
said the farmers took an
aggressive stand and tried to
disturb law and order by “pelt-
ing stones” at police at many
places. Some police personnel
sustained injuries and police

and private vehicles were dam-
aged, Yadava added.

Police had placed cement
and steel barricades and parked
trucks on the road to stop the
farmers’ tractor-trolleys, some
of them laden with food for the
planned two-day protest, which
many felt could extend further.
But a few hours later, at most
border-points, the farmers were

let through.
At Shambhu, a few pro-

testers initially managed to
cross the barricades on foot.
Later, police eased the block-
ade, allowing the tractors to
proceed on the road to Delhi,
200 km away. 

But barricades were set up
at other points on this
Amritsar-Delhi highway that

passes through Haryana.
At Karnal, there was anoth-

er face-off and police again
used a water cannon.

Police used water cannons
also against protesters trying to
enter Kaithal district, and at
Khanauri border where farm-
ers were protesting under the
banner of Bhartiya Kisan
Union (Ekta-Ugarhan).
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Ready to maintain law and
order situation in view of

the “Delhi Chalo” protest
march by farmers against the
Centre’s new farm laws, the
Delhi Police personnel have
been deployed in large num-
bers in the border areas of the
national Capital. 

Around five sand-laden
trucks were stationed at Singhu
border and police were seen
putting barbed wires and boul-
der barricades to stop farmers’
trolleys heading towards Delhi. 

This is the first time that
the city police has stationed
trucks filled with sand at bor-
der points. Police said the
border has not been sealed but
they are checking all vehicles
entering the national Capital. 

Earlier, the Delhi Police
had rejected requests from
various farmers’ organisations
to protest in the national
Capital against the Centre’s
new farm laws on November
26 and 27.

The police had on
Tuesday said legal action

would be taken against the
protesting farmers if they come
to the city for any gathering
amid the Covid-19 pandemic.
The farmers are scheduled to
reach Delhi on Thursday
through five highways con-
necting the city as part of their
“Delhi Chalo” march call. 

Delhi Police chief SN
Shrivastava visited at Tikri
and Singhu border to take
stock of the situation. 

“Regarding farmer organ-
isations march to Delhi on
November 26, 27. All the
requests received from various
Farmer Organisations regard-
ing protest in Delhi on 26 and
27 November have been reject-
ed and this has already been
communicated to the organis-
ers,” the New Delhi DCP had
tweeted.

“Please co-operate with
Delhi Police in ensuring no
gathering in Delhi amid coro-
navirus, failing which legal
action will be initiated as per
law,” it had said.
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New Delhi: Delhi Metro
services from neighbouring
cities to the national Capital
will remain suspended on
Friday in view of the ‘’Delhi
chalo’’ protest march by
farmers against the Centre’s
new farm laws, officials said.
However, metro services will
be available from Delhi
towards the NCR sections.
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Delivering a strong message
to Pakistan on the 12th

anniversary of the 26/11
Mumbai terror attack, Prime
Minister Naredra Modi on
Thursday called it the biggest
strike ever on India and said
the country can never forget
the wounds inflicted by ter-
rorists from Pakistan.

Expressing gratitude to
security personnel, the Prime
Minister said India is fighting
terrorism with new policies.
“On this day in 2008, terrorists
from Pakistan attacked
Mumbai. Many, including for-
eign citizens, policemen, died.
I pay tributes to them,” he said

“India is now fighting ter-
rorism with a new policy and
a new process,” Modi said.

The 2008 terror attack had
claimed the lives of 165 people
and injured about 300.

“India cannot forget
wounds of Mumbai terror
attacks. Today India is fighting

terrorism with new policies. I
also bow down to our securi-
ty personnel averting attacks
like Mumbai and giving befit-
ting reply to terrorism,” the
Prime Minister said while
addressing the All India
Presiding Officers Conference
here, via video conferencing.

The PM’s address made to
celebrate Constitution Day,
also hailed the robustness of the
Indian Constitution despite
“attempts made to destroy its
spirit” during the Emergency in
the 1970s.

“From what should be the

role of the three wings of our
Constitution to its spirit, every-
thing is enshrined in the
Constitution. Though we did
witness how attempts were
made against the dignity of sep-
aration of power in the 1970s…
but the answer for that came
from the Constitution itself as
decorum and separation of
power is described in it,” Modi
said in his video conference
address.

Modi said after the
Emergency, the system of
checks and balances has gone
from strength to strength.

“All the three wings of the
Constitution — the executive,
legislature and judiciary - have
learnt many things from that
dark phase and moved on,” the
PM sought to say.

External Affairs Minister S
Jaishankar for his part said
India will keep the global spot-
light “firmly” on cross-border
terrorism and on the epicentre
of the global menace, in an
apparent reference to Pakistan.
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In a daring strike at least three
car-borne terrorists, believed

to be the cadre of Jaish-e-
Mohammad (JeM), targeted a
quick reaction team (QRT) of
the Indian Army on the out-
skirts of Srinagar in which
two grievously injured soldiers
attained martyrdom on
Thursday. 

The attack coincided with
the 12th anniversary of the
Mumbai terror attack. This is
the second major terror strike
along the National Highway in
the last one week on the secu-
rity forces.Meanwhile, the
Pakistan Army initiated an
“unprovoked” ceasefire along
the Line of Control in Degwar,
Qasba and Kirni sectors of

Poonch by targeting forward
villages with mortar shelling. A
junior commissioned officer,
injured during the ceasefire
violation by Pakistan along
LoC in Jammu and Kashmir’s
Poonch district, succumbed to
his injuries.Four JeM terrorists
were neutralised by the joint
teams of security forces near
Ban Toll Plaza along the
Jammu Srinagar National
Highway in Nagrota on
November 19. 

These four JeM terrorists
had sneaked inside the Indian
territory via a cross border
tunnel from the Samba sec-
tor.The martyred jawans have
been identified as Sepoy Ratan
of 163 Battalion Territorial
Army and Sepoy Deshmukh of
101 Battalion Territorial Army.
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The phase-three human
clinical trial of Hyderabad-

based Bharat Biotech’s indige-
nously developed anti-coron-
avirus vaccine candidate
Covaxin began at the AIIMS
here on Thursday. Dr MV
Padma Srivastava, the chief of

Neurosciences Centre at the
premier institute, and three
other volunteers received the
first dose.

The vaccine would be
given to around 15,000 volun-
teers at the AIIMS over the
next few days. The first dose of
0.5 ml intramuscular injection
was given to four volunteers.

They were under observation
for two hours and will be
monitored for the next few
days, said an official at the
AIIMS.

As part of the trial appli-
cation, a dose of 0.5 ml would
be given on day 0 and on day
28. The phase-three ran-
domised double-blind place-

bo-controlled multi-centre trial
would cover 28,500 subjects
aged 18 years and above.

New Delhi: Schools in Delhi
will not reopen till the
Government is convinced
about students’ safety, Delhi
Health Minister Satyendra
Jain said on Thursday.

New Delhi: A door-to-door
survey conducted under the
instruction of the Centre to
identify and isolate Covid-19
infected people in Delhi’s
containment zones and
densely populated pockets
threw up 1,178 positive cases
with a positivity rate of 6.4
per cent, officials said.
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The proceeding of the State
Assembly on Thursday was

completely washed away amid
Opposition parties’ demand
for resignation of Agriculture
and Higher Education Minister
Arun Kumar Sahoo  for
allegedly shielding main
accused in five-year- old girl
Pari’s kidnap and murder case
in Nayagarh district. 

Continued on P2
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The Vigilance police which
had conduct raid on Abhay

Kant Pathak, Additional
Principal Chief Conservator
of Forests (PCCF) Plan,
Programme and Afforestation
on the allegations of possession
of disproportionate assets, car-
ried out simultaneous search-
es at five places in

Bhubaneswar, seven places at
Mumbai and Pune in
Maharashtra and one place in
Bihar on Thursday.

Around 150 officers and
staff from different Divisions of
the Vigilance and witnesses
were mobilised for the search
operations and searches  were
conducted at his official resi-
dence, office and flat of Pathak
in Bhubaneswar.

Besides, flat of his relative
at Vipul Garden at Ghatikia in
Bhubaneswar, house of driver

at Pipili, house at native village
Bishnupur  in Khagaria district
in Bihar, two luxury flats at
Waters Apartment, and God’s
Blessing Apartment and office
at Pune and one farm house in
the Hill Town Area in Pune
hired by his son on rent, the
residence of his son’s manager
at Samata Colony in Pune and
the house and restaurant of his
son’s  associate at Juhu and
Mulund at Mumbai were
searched.

Continued on P2
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The Covid-19 death toll
crossed the 1,700-mark and

surged to 1,704 with 17 more
patients succumbing to the
virus in seven districts of the
State on Thursday.

Five persons each died in
Sundargarh district, four in
Puri, three in Khordha
(Bhubaneswar), two in Angul
and one each in Kalahandi,
Mayurbhanj and Dhenkanal,
the Health and Family Welfare
Department said.

Meanwhile, with the detec-
tion of 644 new positive cases
in the 30 districts and the
State pool, the total tally
mounted to 3,16,645. Of the
new cases, 369 were from quar-
antine. Continued on P2
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Capital city Bhubaneswar
on  Thursday  registered 47

new Covid-19 positive cases,
taking the total positive tally to

30,610.This includes, 501 active
cases. Of the new cases 38 were
local contacts and nine were
quarantine cases.

Meanwhile , three more
persons succumbed to the virus
in the city, mounting the total
tally to 213, However, 54 per-
sons recovered on the day tak-
ing the total recoveries to 29,
875.
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Police here have detained a
local branch manager of the

Manappuram Finance Ltd, a
gold loan providing non-bank-
ing financial company, in con-
nection with the recent Rs 20-
crore IIFL Nayasarak branch
gold robbery here, informed
City DCP Prateek Singh. 

“One person has been
detained and is now being

questioned by the investigating
police team in connection with

the robbery,” Singh said,
adding that police have now
also got the court’s permission
to take five of the seven arrest-
ed in the robbery case on
remand for three days.

Lala Amrit Ray, the gold
appraiser of IIFL who was
arrested on Tuesday, is among
the five to be questioned in
custody; It has been ascer-
tained that Ray was regularly
utilising the mortgaged gold of
IIFL to take loan from
Manappuram.
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Privatisation and commu-
nalisation of education is an

ugly trend masking sway these
days. But this is against our
cherished constitutional values
and morality. Respecting the
rich diversity and composite

culture of India, the makers of
modern India were against
building a theocratic country.
India is homeland of four
major religions, Buddhism,
Jainism, Hinduism and
Sikhism. 

Though legally it is not per-
missible to teach religious edu-
cation to minors in schools but
many of our private primary
schools have been engaged in
selectively promoting religious
education and related practices
in their institutions.

It is observed that the State
itself has been promoting both
privatisation and communali-
sation of education through its
direct patronage such as free
land and financial grants. 

Along with the
Government approved syl-
labus, many of the private
schools have their own
designed extra curriculum
activities that promote a par-

ticular religion and theocratic
ideas; rather it is good to allow
our children to read about as
many religions as possible
enabling them to choose one
from them.  It is also equally
good to make space for atheists
or non-believers and respect
dissents and differences.

There are also many ST
communities which have their
own unique faith and that
must be recognized officially
without any cultural suppres-
sion, dominance or discrimi-
nation. 

Recently, the Jharkhand
Government passed a resolu-
tion in the State Assembly
demanding equal space to
Sarana in the Census religion
column. Now the failth and
belief system of the STs are offi-
cially recognized there.  

As 2011 census says 94 per
cent of the Odisha population
belongs to the Hindu religion.

It is alleged that private bodies
running factory residential
schools for ST children have
been encouraging practices of
dominant religion while show-
ing STs as inferior, which devel-
ops an inferiority complex
among the ST students with
regard to their native faith and
belief system and practices. 

The children must not be
groomed to follow any partic-
ular kind of discourses and
practices of any cult. In Odisha
there are a number of such
schools christened in varieties
of names and styles promoting
one religion or the other.

Since education is a State
subject, it the duty of the State
Government to take up the
issues of primary education
seriously without leaving it
into the hands of the commu-
nal and casteist divisive forces
or private parties engaged in
business of education.  If the

trend of communalisation and
privatisation continues, it will
further disintegrate our socio-
political life as a nation and
encourage violence and sepa-
ratist ideas among the young
minds. 

Odisha has been formed by
including diverse identities of
caste, religion, faith , belief sys-
tem, culture and language and
so, imposition of any particu-
lar faith on the marginalized
sections is against the very
spirit of democracy. 

It is the commitment of the
Constitution to reduce inequal-
ity and create equal opportu-
nities while abolishing socio-
economic discriminations in
any form. 

Article 51A says to follow
the noble ideas which inspired
our national struggle for free-
dom from colonial and feudal
bondages and to uphold the
unity of the country by pro-
moting harmony and brother-
hood. It is also told to develop

scientific temper, humanism,
spirit of inquiry and reform.
The Right to Education (RTE
Act 2009) has enforced educa-
tion as a fundamental right. 

So, the State Government
must stop both privatisation
and communalisation of edu-
cation as a constitutional man-
date for building a secular
society.

Education is an important
tool of social transformation
and primary education is the
foundation of our future citi-
zens. It is only through educa-
tion we can change inequalities
and gaps and build an egali-
tarian society.

Quality primary education
must be available to all children
at their doorstep as universal,
compulsory and free of cost.
Schools must be free from all
kinds of narrow concerns that
are detrimental to the dignity
of children and their identity.

(manasbbsr15@gmail.co)
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The State Government on
Thursday informed the

Orissa High Court that at least
four courts have already been
designated as special courts
with infrastructure and staffs
for trial of the pending cases
against the State’s sitting and
former MPs and MLAs.

In an affidavit in response
to the court’s suo motu writ
petition, a Home Department
Additional Secretary informed
that two Additional District
Judge Courts at Bhubaneswar
and Brahmapur and two mag-
isterial courts at Bhubaneswar
and Sundargarh are to function
as special courts.

The affidavit further said
ten more such courts would be
created as soon as the propos-
al is received from the High
Court. The Government had
earlier taken a decision to cre-

ate the special courts, one each
in three Revenue Divisions, and
11 JMFC courts for expeditious
trial of the pending cases. “The
Law Department has been
requested to engage Special
Public Prosecutors for each
designated special court and all
district Superintendent of
Police have been requested to
appoint Additional SPs as
nodal officers to ensure service
of summons to the witnesses
and execution of warrants,”
the affidavit mentioned.

The affidavit further dis-
closed a budget provision of Rs
36,60,360 at the supplementary
stage has been placed with the
E and IT Department to pro-
vide robust network connec-
tivity in the High Court and
District Courts to enhance the
speed of internet connectivity
as per the Orissa High Court
Video Conferencing for Courts
Rules-2020.
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The Puri district adminis-
tration on Thursday

declared prohibitory orders
under Section 144 CrPC in
Puri town during the
Nagarjuna Besha of the deities
of the Jagannath Temple on
Friday.

Puri SP K Vishal Singh said
the prohibitory orders would
be in force from Marichikota
Chhak and around the temple
to Dolamandap Sahi from 2
am.To ensure safety and secu-
rity, a total of 25 platoons of
police force would be deployed
in the town. Two Additional
SPs, seven DSPs, 75 Officers
and 250 Home Guards would

be put on the job, the SP said.
Devotees would not be allowed
to pay obeisance to the deities
during the Nagarjuna Besha, he
informed.

“Giving top most priority
to health of all citizens and pre-
venting overcrowding in com-
pliance to Covid-19 precau-
tions,” he added.
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An ‘e-waste bin’ and ‘Wall of
Sharing Practice Platform’

were inaugurated by
Berhampur Municipal
Corporation (BeMC)
Commissioner Dr Siddeswhar
Baliram Bondar in presence of
Senior Programme Officer of
CUTS-International Amar
Deep Singh and Youth for
Social Development (YSD) sec-
retary Bibhu Prasad Sahu.  

For the first time in
Brahmapur, the YSD developed
and installed two e-waste bins,
one at the Sai Complex, Gandhi
Nagar and another at Mayuri
Tower Complex, Girija Square.

The BeMC has been
responsible to collect the dis-
carded electrical or electronic
devices from the e-waste bins.

“The e-waste is the fastest
growing category of waste in
the world. The moment it is
dismantled, it has hazardous
effect on health and environ-
ment as it contains harmful
chemicals and heavy metals,”
said the BeMC Commissioner.

The e-waste has valuable
metals and rare earth elements
that need to be extracted and
reused. It also contains toxic
chemicals such as lead, mer-
cury, cadmium and arsenic
which are harmful to human
health and environment. 

Used, worn-out keyboards,
cables, modems, mobiles, cam-
eras, CA drives, adapters, cas-
sette players, hair dryers, charg-
ers and phones can be dropped
in the e-waste bin for safe
reuse, refurbishment and recy-
cling, said YSD coordinator CK

Sahu.The ‘Wall of Sharing’ is
fast catching up across India as
a concept of circular economy.
The message on the wall is
plain and clear – “If you have
something in excess, leave it
here. What you need, take
from here.” People from all
walks of the society come and

share their belongings in the
wall and the ones in need pick
up things for their use.

This is the third Wall of
Sharing in Brahmapur now at
Dhobabandhahuda Slum
which was inaugurated by
Amar Deep Singh of CUTS-
International.
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As many as ten trade unions
observed ‘Bharat Bandh’

across the country on Thursday
with its effect also being felt in
Odisha. Members of the unions
staged road blockades at vari-
ous places in the State.

Protesting against various
“anti-people” measures of the
Narendra Modi Government at
the Centre, the agitators
blocked roads at different junc-
tions in Bhubaneswar,
Rayagada, Gunupur,
Brahmapur, Sambalpur,
Rourkela and many other
places holding banners and
placards. Hundreds of vehicles
remained stranded on both

sides of the roads at the agita-
tion places due to the block-
ades.The Odisha unit of the
Indian National Congress
extended its support to the
bandh call. 

In Bhubaneswar, the
Congress took out a procession
under the leadership of PCC
president Niranjan Patnaik,
MLA Suresh Routray and
INTUC State president Dr
Rama Chandra Khuntia from
Raj Mahal Square to PMG

Square.The trade unions
demanded withdrawal of new
agriculture laws and labour
and education policies of the
Central Government, cash
transfer of Rs 7,500 per month
for all non-Income Tax paying
families and 10 kg of free
ration per person per month to
all needy, stopping of privati-
sation of public sector
units.Emergency services were,
however, excluded from the
ambit of the bandh.
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Aspurious ghee manufac-
turing unit operating at

Gabagasta under the Sadar
police station in Cuttack city
was unearthed by police on
Wednesday night. 

Acting on a tipoff about the
adulteration, a police team
raided the place and seized
huge quantity of fake ghee, edi-
ble oils, machines worth lakhs,

and packaging materials bear-
ing logos of various reputted
brands. 

The owner of the factory
was detained by police for
questioning while manufac-
turing unit has been sealed.
Adulterated ghee was recently
seized in Malgodown area of
city. While probing further
into incident, police got wind
of fake ghee manufacturing
unit, sources said.
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Awebinar on theme “Skill
Development: Issues,

Challenges and Opportunities”
was organised here by the
Indian Institute of Public
Administration (IIPA) on
November 22.

The event was inaugurated
by IIPA chairman SC Misra. He
talked about the importance of
skill development in the context
of 21st century and requirement
of the corporate houses across
the world. At the outset, IIPA
secretary Ashok Mohapatra
welcomed all the distinguished
dignitaries.The first panellist of
the event was Odisha
Knowledge Corporation
Limited (OKCL) Managing
Director Dr M Puthal.  He

deliberated about educational
factors, local self- employment
and current skill ecosystem
focusing on economic, ecolog-
ical and existential crisis.
Besides, Dr Puthal mentioned
various minor projects, pilot
surveys, fundamental IT cours-
es, etc. undertaken by the
OKCL towards skill develop-
ment for the rural youths.

The second panellist was
DAV School of Business
Management Principal Dr DN
Mishra. He highlighted on the
present employability skill of
Indian students and explained
various reasons of lack of
employability skills. Mishra
presented a skill development
model.Former IIPA vice-pres-
ident KK Patnaik offered vote
of thanks.
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Chief Minister Naveen
Patnaik on Thursday

expressed deep grief over the
death of the separated con-
joined twin Kalia, who died
while undergoing treatment at
the SCB Medical College
Hospital in Cuttack on
Wednesday night.

Patnaik said Kalia’s death,
despite efforts and best treat-
ment provided by doctors, is
very disheartening. 

“May God give strength to
the bereaved family members
in this difficult time,” he
statedHe also prayed for good
health of Jaga, Kalia’s twin

brother. As per hospital
sources, the health condition of
Kalia had deteriorated in the
last one week and he died due
to septicemia and shock.
However, Jaga’s condition is
stated to be stable.

For the past one and a half
years, Kalia was undergoing

treatment along with Jaga at the
SCB Hospital following their
return from the AIIMS New
Delhi, where the twins had
undergone a head separation
surgery. In October 2017,  the
twins had been separated after
a marathon surgery at AIIMS
New Delhi.
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Newly-appointed Vice
Chancellor of Khallikote

University Professor Dr
Prafulla Kumar Mohanty was
felicitated by the Regional
Office, DAV Institutions,
Odisha, Zone-1 on his eleva-
tion to the prestigious office.

Regional Officer, DAV
Institutions, Odisha, Zone -1
Dr KC Satapathy conveyed his
hearty greetings to Dr Mohanty
in the presence of chairman of
DAV Public Schools of
Bhubaneswar Madan Mohan
Panda, ARO, DAV Institutions,
Odisha, Zone-1 Dr Sujata

Sahoo and Principals of dif-
ferent DAV Schools of Zone-1.

“A brilliant teacher and
scholar Prof Mohanty has
always been a great benefactor
and well-wisher of different
educational institutions in gen-
eral and DAV schools of
Bhubaneswar in particular and
his association has enriched us
in many ways,” said the region-
al officer during his interaction
with the dignitaries.

Chairman MM Panda
wished him good luck and
expressed his confidence that
Prof Mohanty’s new realisation
would help the academic arena
and intelligentsia in many ways. 
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From Page 1 

As soon as the House
assembled for the day, BJP
members rushed to the Well
and displayed placards and
showed photos of the Minister
with Babuli Nayak, the main
accused in the murder case.
They were also joined by the
Congress MLAs, who too
demanded the Minister's res-
ignation.

Unable to run the House,
Speaker Surya Narayan Patro
adjourned the proceeding twice
till 3 pm. After lunch break,
Minister Sahoo was asked to
make a statement.After
remaining silent for three days,
Sahoo said he has been severe-
ly hurt and saddened over the
killing of Pari in his con-
stituency.

He, however, urged the
Opposition not to politicise the
incident, rather help the vic-
tim’s family get justice.“I wel-
come the Crime Branch
inquiry (into the case),” he
said. However, the Opposition
rejected his statement and con-
tinued demanding his resigna-
tion as they said the Minister
remaining in office would
influence the investigation. The
Speaker had to adjourn the
House till 10.30 am on Friday.

Opposition Chief Whip
Mohan Charan Majhi said:
"The State Government had
earlier also ordered the Crime
Branch to probe into several
major cases. But the CB is yet
to submit a single
report.”Congress MLA Tara
Prasad also demanded a High
Court-monitored SIT probe
in the matter.

Congress MLA SS Saluja
alleged that Minister Sahoo has
been entangled in several cases
in the past. “His name had
cropped up in the Chhabi
Bardhan death case. 

He was also accused of
being promoter of the black-
listed Panda Infrastructure
Private Limited whose flyovers
collapsed both in Bhubaneswar
and Sambalpur and also in the
Chit fund scam” Saluja said.

From page 1 

Simultaneous verifications
at other places were made at
Bhubaneswar, Mumbai and
Pune in Maharashtra and
Udaipur in Rajasthan, which
were still continuing.

During the course of house
search and subsequent inquiry,
till now, cash of about Rs 60
lakh have been found. Besides,
costly household articles and
gold ornaments weighing 800
gms have been found during
the search. 

Further documents relat-
ing to purchase of gold orna-
ments worth Rs 23 lakh have
also been found.It has been
ascertained that cash deposits
of about Rs 9.4 crore have been
made in the bank accounts of
his son, out of which about Rs
8.4 crore has been deposited at
Bhubaneswar. The huge money
deposits have been mostly
made through ATMs at Saheed
Nagar and Nayapalli in

Bhubaneswar.  Costly vehicles
like Mercedes, BMW and Tata
Harrier and three costly
Yamaha FZS motorcycles have
been found registered in the
name of his son, who has also
been hiring costly vehicles on
rent.

At the time of search at
Pune, three vehicles including
two Mercedes were found to
have been taken on hire by
him. So far, vehicle hiring
charges to the tune of Rs.25
lakh approximately has been
ascertained. Similarly, more
than Rs.1 crore has been paid
towards house rent of the lux-
ury flats and the farm house.
Hotel bills of more than 90 lakh
at Hotel Taj Mahal Palace,
Mumbai and advance booking
amount of R.20 lakh at Taj Lake
Palace, Udaipur in Rajasthan
have also been paid.

The foreign travel details of
tours to Malaysia, Hong Kong,
United Kingdom, United Arab
Emirates, Maldives have been

obtained. Charter flight bills
worth nearly 3 crore involving
travel from and to cities like
Pune, Bhubaneswar, Patna,
Juhu, Mumbai, Jamshedpur,
Delhi have also been ascer-
tained.

Teams consisting of
Chartered Accountant, bank
officer and officers of Cyber
Cell and Document
Examination Cell are assisting
in the house search and verifi-
cation operations.

Meanwhile, Tata Motors
Limited (TML) on thr day
lodged a complaint with the
Odisha Crime Branch against
Pathak’s son Akash accusing
him of committing cheating,
forgery and impersonating as
the Managing Director of the
company.

An official of the TML
also alleged that Akash com-
mitted cybercrime with the
intention to defraud  Tata
Motors Limited and cheat the
public at large.

From Page 1 

275 local contact
cases.Cuttack district regis-
tered the day’s highest 64 cases
followed by Sundargarh 62,
Angul 50, Khordha 49,
Keonjhar 42, Nuapada and
Mayurbhanj 36 each,
Kalahandi 35, Balangir 32,
Kendarpada 27, Jagatsinghpur
26, Jharsuguda 21, Bargarh 19,
Ganjam 18, Jajpur 17, Puri 16,
Bhadrak, Nabarangpur and
Baleswar 11 each, Koraput 10,
Dhenknal five, Nayagarh,
Rayagada and Malkangiri four
each, Gajapati, Subarnapur,
Boudh and Deogarh two each
and Kandhamal one. Besides,
10 cases were reported from the
State pool.
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The Lakhanpur Tehsildar
along with local Revenue

Inspector visited the spot on
Wednesday to probe an alle-
gation of release of toxic ash
water into the Sukhanara canal
by the Lara-NTPC plant in
Raigarh district of Chhattisgarh
bordering Odisha. 

Tehsildar Biswakesan
Pandey confirmed the allega-
tion after taking stock of the
situation. However, he said
that it was not possible on his
part to quantify the damage
caused by the toxic

water.Hundreds of farmers
have cultivated crops on both
sides of the canal using the ash
polluted water. As a result, the
cultivation is likely to be affect-
ed, said sources.

The State Pollution Control
Board and the Agriculture
Department have been
informed to quantify the total
damages in this regard.
Meanwhile, the water of the
canal has been blocked tem-
porarily, the Tehsildar
informed.  

A detailed investigation
report has been submitted to
the district Collector covering
all aspects, he added. The ash
pond of Lara NTPC is located
150 km away from Odisha
border with all three outlet
gates facing towards Odisha.
The polluted ash water was
released via Sukhanara canal
for daily 9 hours at a

stretch.Besides, Sukhanara
canal is mixed with Badkelo
river near Dhulunda and later
with the Mahanadi near
Nandapali, which may pose
pollution threat to the
Mahanadi river also. Charpali
Sarpanch Pradeep Kumar
Biswal said that the situation
would worsen in the coming
days and the villagers would
suffer from various water borne

diseases by using the contam-
inated water. Therefore, both
the Central and the State
Governments should take ade-
quate precautionary measures
to save the lives of the residents,
he demanded. It also said fly
ash was the main cause of air
pollution in the bordering
Odisha area and no sincere
efforts were made for the prop-
er disposal of fly ash.
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Separate Vigilance officials’
teams on Wednesday raid-

ed the residence and office of
Junior Engineer (JE) Girish
Patra of Deogaon block in
Balangir district on the charge
of acquisition and possession of
assets disproportionate to his
known sources of income.

During the raid,  gold jew-
ellery and cash of Rs 80,000
were found from his house.The
total assets of Patra and his
family members were calculat-
ed as about Rs 1.19 crore. The
enquiry was in progress.

����� ,��,��
1��	

The ECoR signed an MoU
with the

T e l e c o m m u n i c a t i o n s
Consultants India Limited
(TCIL) recently for construc-
tion of six road over-bridges
(ROBs).

The ECoR signed anoth-
er MoU with the Engineering
Projects (India) Limited
(EPIL) on Tuesday for con-
struction of seven ROBs
between Dhanmandal-
Brahmapur Railway Stations
on Bhadrak- Palasa section of
Khurda Road Division in
Howrah- Chennai main line.

The MoU for construc-
tion of the ROBs was signed
to one party on composite

contract basis at an estimate
cost of Rs 303.36 crore.
Executive Director, EPIL
Biswajit Biswas signed the
MoU with  Chief Engineer
(Road Safety Works) of East
Coast Railway Brijesh Kumar
Mishra in presence of
Principal Chief Engineer,
ECoR Narottam Singh Uikey.
The ROBs scheduled to be
constructed are at Level
Crossing Number 181
between Gopalpur Balikuda-
Barang  Stations, LC No. 

169 between
Dhanmandal- Byree  Stations,
LC No. 202 between Khurda
Road- Kaipadar Road
Stations,  LC No. 289 between
Ganjam- Chatrapur  Stations,
LC No. 

292 between Chatrapur-
Jagannathapur  Stations,  LC
No. 303 between
Jagannathapur- Brahmapur
Stations and LC No. 304
between Jagannathapur-
Brahmapur  Stations over
Khurda Road Division.
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The Remuna police in
Baleswar district have

arrested a constable for alleged-
ly establishing physical inti-
macy with a girl on the pretext
of marriage and later cheating
her.

Accused Padman Saunt
(30) of Koraput district, who
was posted as constable at the
Remuna police station, had
befriended the girl of
Mayurbhanj two years ago.

Saunt, despite being mar-
ried, developed love affair with
the girl and had physical rela-
tion with her multiple times on
the promise of marrying her.
The victim was unaware of his
marital status.

As the girl finally asked
Saunt to marry her, he started
harassing and assaulting her.
She lodged a complaint in this
connection with police on
September 21. However, the
accused had absconded by
then.

Police had registered a case
while investigation was under-
way. Acting on information
regarding the presence of Saunt
near Remuna Golei on
Wednesday, cops reached the
spot and apprehended him. He
was then forwarded to court
after questioning at the police
station.
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The Dharmasala police have
arrested a man for alleged-

ly circulating an obscene video
of a married woman in Jajpur
district.The accused, identi-
fied as Prashant Kumar Roul of
Bhuban village, was forwarded
to court on Wednesday.

Roul had sent the objec-
tionable video of the woman to
one of his neighbours, a betel
shop owner, and four others.
The clip later went viral. As the
woman came to know about
the matter, she lodged a com-
plaint with the Dharmasala
police, following which cops
apprehended Roul and for-
warded him to court.
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Hardcore Maoist cadre
Kishore was gunned down

and another sustained injuries
in an exchange of fire with
security forces in a forest in
Malkangiri district on
Thursday.There were no
reports of any casualty or injury
to police personnel in the
encounter.

Receiving inputs,  para-
military and police personnel
launched a combing opera-
tion in the Jantri forest of
Swabhiman Anchal of the dis-
trict early in the day. As the
security personnel approached

their hideout, the red rebels
opened fire and a gun battle
ensued, leading to the death of
one Maoist. Another Maoist
has been injured in the opera-
tion, said  Director General of
Police (DGP) Abhay.

A huge cache of arms and
ammunition, including AK-
47 rifle and explosives, were
seized from the area, the DGP
said.The DGP has praised the
combing operations and coor-
dination between the security
forces in the LWE areas. “There
was an exchange of fire
between security forces and
Maoists today in Swabhiman
Anchal. 

The dead body of a Maoist
with AK 47 has been recovered
and another injured is being
evacuated. All the security
force personnel are safe. Well
done security forces,” the DGP
said in a tweet.
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The Special Task Force
(STF) of the Crime Branch

seized fake currency notes
worth Rs 3,28,300 in Koraput
district and arrested a person
in this connection on
Wednesday.

The accused was identified
as Anam Khilo of Lekiguda in
the Nandapur area of the dis-
trict.Acting on reliable infor-

mation regarding illegal cir-
culation of  counterfeit cur-
rency notes at Sunabeda bus
stand, the STF officials raided
the place and seized the notes
besides apprehending Khilo.

Other incriminating arti-
cles were also seized from his
possession. A case has been
registered at the Sunabeda
police station under Sections
489-A, 489-B, 489-C, and
120(B) of the IPC.
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Voluntary organisation
Bharat Bikash Parishad’s

State president Surendra
Panigrahi on Thursday filed a
Public interest Litigation (PIL)
in the Orissa High Court seek-
ing a (Central Bureau of
Investigation (CBI) probe into
the murder of five-year-old
Pari of Jadupur village in
Nayagarh district.

The petitioner also sought
a compensation of Rs 25 lakh
for the deceased’s family. The
State Government and the
Nayagarh district administra-
tion have been made parties in
the PIL.

Notably, the Government
has already directed the State
Crime Branch to probe into
Pari’s murder. 

Pari’s father Ashok Sahu
and mother Saudamini had
on November 24 attempted
self-immolation outside the
State Assembly demanding jus-
tice for their daughter. 

Alleging police inaction in
the case, the couple accused
Minister Arun Sahoo of shield-
ing accused Babuli Nayak.
They claimed that Nayak is a
close aide of Minister Sahoo.
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The Additional District
Judge (ADM) awarded

three years of imprisonment
and slapped Rs 5,000 fine on a
man for outraging the modesty
of a seven-year old girl. The
convict was identified as Tikan
Mallick under Aul police sta-
tion and the incident hap-
pened on December 22  last
year.

As per sources, while the
victim minor girl was return-
ing from Manapur market,
Tikan allegedly lifted her from
the road and later forcibly out-
raged her modesty in an
Anganwadi centre. 

ADJ MR Dora, while
adjudging the case after veri-
fying the witness and evidence,
awarded the punishment.
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Amentally challenged youth
went on rampage in the

Khamar village under  the
Chhendipada police station in
Angul  district  on  Thursday
and allegedly set his own house
on fire and attempting suicide.

The youth has been iden-
tified as Khukun Behera of the
village.According to reports,
Khukun set his house afire at
around 8.30 am and started
running towards Sarapal vil-

lage. On the way, he allegedly
slit his throat and stomach
with sharp weapon in an
attempt to kill self.Later,
Behera, who was found in a
pool of blood , was rushed to
the Chhendipada Community
Health Centre in a critical con-
dition.

Source said that the youth’s
two-room house was com-
pletely gutted in the fire even
though Fire Brigade personnel
rushed to the spot and tried to
douse the flames.
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The Odisha
G o v e r n m e n t ,

under the Fit India
Movement, has
launched the ‘Age
Appropriate Fitness
Protocols’ by way of
unveiling three books
in Odisha for all age
groups on virtual
mode.

Minister for Sports
and Youth Services,
Tusharkanti Behera
launched the books where Secretary Sports and Tourism, Vishal
K Dev, Director Sports and Youth Affairs R Vineel Krishna,
Regional Director, SAI Eastern Region Kolkata, Vineet Kumar
and Deputy Secretary, Sports, Shailendra Jena were present.

The books will create awareness on the benefits of adopting
an active lifestyle and the books are available in both Odia and
English.
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AClass-X girl student was found hanging in her house at
Kamalpur village under the Mangalpur police limits in Jajpur

district on Thursday. The family members found her hanging
from a ceiling fan at her bedroom in the morning.

The minor girl reportedly hanged herself on Wednesday
night. The family members were yet to know the reason as to
why she took the extreme step. Receiving information, the
Mangalpur police reached the house and sent the body to the
Jajpur District Headquarters Hospital for postmortem.
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Tension prevailed at the
Narla Community Health

Centre (CHC) in Kalahandi
district on Thursday when
family members of a deceased
minor boy along with locals
staged a protest before the
hospital alleging that medical
negligence led to death of the
boy.

Keeping the body of 12-
year-old Manoj Senapati,
nearly a hundred villagers,
including his family members
blocked the State Highway
disrupting vehicular move-
ments between Bhawanipatna
and Madanpur.

Sources said Kaibalya
Senapati of Jayantinagar area
under Narla block took his
son Manoj to the CHC on
Wednesday night as the latter
was suffering from abdomen
pain. 

An on-duty nurse admin-
istered two  injections to the
boy and asked them to go
back home. After some time
of reaching house, Manoj’s
health condition worsened,
following which Kaibalya
again rushed him to the hos-
pital.

Following a checkup, doc-
tors at the hospital referred
the boy to another hospital.
But he died in the CHC after
a while.
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Forest officials led by Barbil
Ranger Surjit  Sahoo arrest-

ed and court- forwarded two
poachers on the charges killing
two wild boars on November
24. The squad had seized
meat, a chopper, a knife, wire
and others materials from
their possession. 

It is said that the forest
officials have been more active
and vigilant with the taking
over of Swayam Mallik as
DFO of Keonjhar who
replaced his predecessor
Santosh Joshi. Joshi has been
transferred to Baripada some
days before. Sources revealed

that the new DFO has issued
strict guidelines for forest
patrolling.  Earlier, during the
period of DFO Joshi, forest
officials were overburdened
with plantation, NREGA and
others works funded by
OMBADC, DMF and CAMPA
and were diverted from their
primary job of forest and wild
life protection.

��� � ,	����%�	

Police busted a notorious
burglar gang  that was

involved in several burglaries in
Ganjam district in 2019 by nab-
bing two of the members on
Wednesday night.

The two accused were
identified as Santosh Sahu of
Reddika Sahi in Patapur  and
Deepak Mahapatra of Khalingi
village under the Patapur police
stationPolice  recovered 540
gram gold, 100 gram silver and
100 gram silver jewellery, a car,
three motorcycles, two TVs, a

laptop and two cameras along
with other materials from their
possession. The cops also
arrested three receivers of the
stolen items Manoj Senapati
(56) of Krishnamapeta Sahi,
Siba Shankar Sahu (41) of
Dharmanagar and Rabindra
Kumar Sahu (39) of Acharya
Street.

The two accused had loot-
ed gold jewellery weighing
around 600 gram and Rs 4.42
lakh cash from the house of one
Sunil Panigrahi in Bedabandha
Sahi under the Gosaninuagaon
police station on September 23
night. The next day, a case was
registered  under Sections 457
and 380 of the IPC. 

Besides, several cases of
house burglary were reported
from various places, including
Lochapada, Shakti Nagar,
Govinda Vihar, Banchhanidhi

Nagar, Saradhabali and Basanta
Vihar in 2019. To detect  cases,
teams were formed led by the
Brahmapur SDPO and IICs of
Gosaninuagaon, Badabazar, B
Town, BN Pur,
Digapahandiand and Sadar
police stations under direct
supervision of Brahmapur SP.
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The Constitution of India has given
Fundamental Rights including the Freedom

of Speech to every citizen and therefore there
is a need to observe the Samvidhan Diwas in a
grand way, said Union Petroleum Minister
Dharmendra Pradhan while garlanding the stat-
ue of Father of Constitution Dr BR Ambedkar
and paying tributes to him here on Thursday.

Pradhan said that 71 years back, on
November 26, 1949 the Constitution of India was
adopted by the Constituent Assembly and it was
Narendra Modi who first had declared to

observe the day as Samvidhan Divas after tak-
ing over as the PM. By observing the day in a
grand manner, the BJP has shown its commit-
ment to the constitutional values and respect for
DR Ambedkar, told Pradhan. 
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Popular children’s magazine
‘Sishulekha’ would now

soon see the light of the day
with a new look after a gap of
seven years.

The magazine’s literature
would not only be limited
within books but also be
expanded as e-magazine, for
which Odisha’s children resid-
ing in other States as well as
overseas can have access to it
for development for their core
interest in Odia literature,
informed Odia Language
Literature & Culture Director
Ranjan Kumar Das.

By initiative of the State
School & Mass Education
Department, ‘Sishulekha’ had
started in 1971 as a monthly
magazine. 

Even as it had received a
big thumb-up from the readers,
the magazine has gone out of
print since 1992-93.

The Government resumed

publication of the magazine in
2010 following demand by
eminent litterateurs. After over
17 years, ‘Sishulekha’ was
revived with the promise of
enriching and entertaining
children in Odia language. 

The new version of the
magazine was unveiled by
Chief Minister Naveen Patnaik
on July 8, 2010. The magazine
was republished quarterly
instead of the monthly editions
of the past. Out of 48,000

colour prints, while 10,000
copies were released to the
market for selling, the remain-
ing copies were being distrib-
uted among the schools. 

However, three years after
its revival, the printing of mag-
azine was again closed in 2013.
Strongly reacting to it, eminent
litterateurs, including Biswarup
Kanungo, Ashok Mahapatra
and Zakir Khan, had written to
the Chief Minister for the mag-
azine’s republication.

� �1�"1������4���# !$+#�/
���#�������&���'���

��������

*+�
��,
�
���
�+�) -���)$���-3*$�/&@&**&�0
� $�5����34���������@&�&
43+ $�4�3(��)���3+�&

�������	��9
� 2�����/����3�
/: �
����

*����)�������
�
��������
������
�����������������

�������������
������������������

����� ,��,��
1��	�

The Benchmark Classes
opened its one more branch

here on Wednesday. The centre
was unveiled at Satya Nagar.

The medical entrance
coaching institute was inaugu-
rated by Bhubaneswar (Central)
MLA Ananta Narayan Jena and
MLA Suresh Routray and former
Horticulture Director Dr
Sudarshan Panda.
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Six States Maharashtra, Delhi,
West Bengal, Rajasthan and

Uttar Pradesh besides Kerala
accounted for more than half of
the 44,489 fresh cases of the
Covid-19 reported in the last 24
hours with the Southern State
topping the list taking the tally
to 92,66,705, while the death
toll climbed to 1,35,223 with
524 new fatalities.

The Union Health
Ministry said that 60.50 per
cent of the 524 latest fatalities
are concentrated in six States
and Union territories—Delhi,
Maharashtra, West Bengal,
Haryana, Punjab and Uttar
Pradesh.

The recoveries surged to
86.79 lakh while Covid-19
active caseload has risen to

4,52,344, an increase of 7,598
cases from Wednesday, even
though it remained below 5
lakh for the 16th consecutive
day.

The active cases comprise
4.88 per cent of the total case-
load, the data stated. 

According to ICMR, over
13.59 crore samples have been
tested for Covid-19 ti l l
November 25, with 10,90,238
samples being tested on
Wednesday.

The 524 new fatalities
include 99 from Delhi, 65
from Maharashtra, 51 from
West Bengal,  42 from
Haryana, 31 from Punjab, 29
from Uttar Pradesh and 26
from Kerala.

A total of 1,35,223 deaths
reported so far in the country
includes 46,748 from

Maharashtra followed by
11,714 from Karnataka, 11,655
from Tamil Nadu, 8,720 from
Delhi, 8,172 from West Bengal,
7,644 from Uttar Pradesh,
6,962 from Andhra Pradesh,
4,684 from Punjab and 3,906
from Gujarat.

The Ministry stressed that
more than 70 per cent of the
deaths occurred due to
comorbidities.

Kerala leads the fatalities
tally with 6,491 new Covid-19
cases registered in a span of 24
hours, while Maharashtra has
reported 6,159 new cases fol-
lowed by Delhi with 5,246 new
cases. Delhi with 99 deaths
reported the maximum new
fatalities. Maharashtra saw a
fatality count of 65 followed by
West Bengal with 51 deaths,
the Ministry said.
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Covid positive cases in
Central paramilitary forces

stand at a little below five per-
cent with just over 2,300 cases
out of about 48,500 infected
personnel in their ranks. The
percentage of deaths in the
Forces till so far is just 0.37 per-
cent. 

Out of a total of 48,434
infected personnel in the para-
military forces, as many as
45,916 persons (94.80 per cent)
have been cured and 181 (0.37
per cent) men succumbed to
the disease. About 4.82 per cent
of the total infected persons are
active at present. 

The Central Reserve Police
Force (CRPF) reported 14,016
cases of Covid-19 infection.
Out of this, 13 623 personnel
who contracted the disease
have been cured, 73 personnel
succumbed to the disease and

only 320 are active cases
presently.

Likewise, BSF reported
13,747 cases of which 13,153
have recuperated and 43
patients died due to Covid-19
disease. As many as 551
patients continue to be active
in the BSF ranks. 

The Central Industrial
Security Force (CISF) report-
ed a total of 9,963 cases of
infection. The number patients

cured is 8,933 and the casual-
ties stand at 39 in the CISF
which has the maximum active
cases with a tally of 996.

The Sashastra Seema Bal
(SSB) has reported 5,235 cases
including 4,987 cured patients,
13 casualties and 235 active
cases.

The Indo-Tibetan Border
Police (ITBP) has reported
4,521 cases of which 4,303:
patients have been cured, 12
personnel died and there are
currently 206 active cases. 

The National Disaster
Response Force (NDRF)
reported 628 cases of infection
of which 608 patients have
been cured, one personnel died
and only 19 men are active. 

The National Security
Guards (NSG) reported 324
cases of infection including
309 cured patients, zero casu-
alty and just 15 active cases
now.
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The CBI has registered a case
against Deputy

Commissioner of Customs CS
Pavan and others and con-
ducted searches on Wednesday
at eight places including
Mumbai, Pune and Delhi at the
premises of public servants
and private persons including
Importer & Custom Broker.

The searches yielded �9
lakh (approximately) and
incriminating documents, offi-

cials said. 
A case was registered

against Deputy Commissioner
of Customs and others includ-
ing Appraiser Group, Appraiser
Shed, Examiner Shed and pri-
vate persons, the CBI said in a
statement.

“It was alleged that said
Customs officials while post-
ed at Air Cargo Complex,
Sahar, Mumbai during 2016-
17 entered into a conspiracy
with others including propri-
etors of private companies

and fraudulently cleared the
consignments which were
declared ‘Metal Toy Gun’
under CTH 95030030 instead
of CTH 93039000 and also,
there was undervaluation of
the goods in violation of the
Import Policy as mandated in
the Compulsory Customs
Requirements (CCRs), there-
by causing the pecuniary
advantage to the importer and
loss to the Government of
India,” the agency said, adding
investigation is continuing.

The accused persons
include CS Pavan, Deputy
Commissioner, KSN Reddy,
Appraiser Group, Gangadhar
Goud, Appraiser Shed,
Santosh Anaji Shelar,
Appraiser Shed, Lalit Singha,
Examiner Shed, Amit Kumar,
Examiner Shed, 

Sagar K Pitalwar
(Importer), Proprietor of Balaji
Automotives Solutions, Vinay
Singh, proprietor of Ocean
Waves (Custom Broker) and
unknown persons.
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Union Minister for Road
Transport, Highways Nitin

Gadkari on Thursday called
upon the Uttar Pradesh
Government to exempt toll
plaza agreements from stamp
duty in the State. He also asked
for expediting land acquisition
for developing National
Highways, as is being done in
some of the States. 

The Minister also request-
ed the State Government to
consider halving the Utility
Shifting Supervision Charge
from 5 percent to 2.5 percent
on the lines being done by
other States. He called for
quick disbursal of land acqui-
sition compensation for expe-
diting the NH projects in the
State.

The Union Minister was
speaking after virtually inau-
gurating and laying the foun-
dation stones of 16 National
Highway projects with a total
length of over 500 kms worth
Rs 7477 crore in Uttar Pradesh
today. The event was presided
by the Chief Minister Yogi
Adityanath, in the presence of

Union MoS Gen (Retd) Dr V
K Singh, Deputy Chief Minister
of UP Keshav Prasad Maurya,
Ministers from the State,
Members of Parliament, MLAs
and senior officers from the
Centre and the State.

Gadkari said, about 3700
km NH length worth Rs
42,000 crore has been added in
Uttar Pradesh in the last six
years. “Today, there are over
11,389 kms of NHs in the
State, and roads worth Rs 1.3
lakh crore are being con-
structed in UP,” the Minister
said.

He informed that as much
as Rs 26,000 crore have been
disbursed towards land acqui-
sition cost in the State during
last three years. He said,
upgradation and development
of NHs will improve connec-
tivity to all the districts and
major cities of the State.

Gadkari said, CRF works
worth Rs 15,439 have been
sanctioned since 2014 in the
State. He said, Rs 4628 crore
have been released till last year
under the scheme, while
another over Rs 287 crore was
sanctioned in the current year

and has today approved releas-
ing Rs 280 crore more. The
Minister assured that the
amount will be released soon
after receiving proposals from
the State.

The Minister said, NH
works of 2,900 km worth Rs
65,000 crore will be complet-
ed in the current year in UP.
Another 1100 km length of Rs
14,000 crore are targeted to be
awarded this year. Further,
DPRs are under preparation
for 3500 km length at a cost of
about Rs 50,000 crore, he
said.The Minister said, NH
works amounting to Rs two
lakh crore are being under-
taken in UP.

Gadkari informed that
construction of 133 km 4-lane
Greenfield project worth Rs
3652 crore between Ghazipur-
Ballia-Mazhighat is under
consideration. DPR is also
being prepared for the 98 km
4-lane Prayagraj Ring road
costing Rs 7,000 crore. It will
be made in 3 phases, under the
first phase, a 27 km Greenfield
bypass from Dandupur to
Sansor will be constructed at
a cost of Rs 2,500 crore. This

will include a 2 5 km bridge
over river Ganga. Other pro-
jects under consideration
include Sitarganj-Barelli 74
km 4-lane, Mathura-Hathras-
Badayun-Barelli 228 km 4-
lane, Agra-Aligarh 81 km 4-
lane, Agra-Jalesar 87 km 2-
lane with paved shoulders,
S h a h j a h a n p u r - H a r d o i -
Lucknow 270 km 2-4 lane,
Raibareli-Prayagraj 105 km
4-lane widening, and
Lucknow-Kanpur-Kar vi-
Chhatarpur-Sagar 335 km for
UP-MP connectivity.

Union Minister of State for
RTH Gen (Retd) Dr V K
Singh said, the projects, on
completion, will provide faster
and hassle-free inter-state and
inter-district connectivity, and
will be a major stride towards
strengthening tourism sector
of the State. The new projects
will provide better connectiv-
ity, fast and safe movement of
traffic to various tourist places,
historical places and religious
places in the entire State. They
are likely to generate large
number of employment and
self-employment opportuni-
ties to the unskilled, semi-

skilled and skilled manpower
of the region. The projects will
reduce travel time and main-
tenance cost of the vehicles
and saving of fuel.
Implementation of the project
would result in enhanced
socio-economic conditions of
the locality. These will improve
the transport of agricultural
goods and access to greater
markets, thereby reducing the
cost of goods and services.
These will also create easy and
speedy access to health care
and emergency services. In a
nutshell, after completion of
the above projects, there will
be a quantum jump in the
development of tourism, eco-
nomic and international con-
nectivity of this region. Finally,
it will give impetus to the GDP
of the State.

Chief Minister Yogi
Adityanath also addressed the
event. He said the people of
UP are indebted to the Centre
for having prioritized it for
development. He said the new
roads will be a boon for the
people as these will provide
all-weather connectivity in
the State.
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Prime Minister Narendra
Modi on Thursday said

production-linked incentives
similar to those for electronic
manufacturing will be offered
for high-efficiency solar mod-
ules to boost the generation of
electricity from renewable
sources which has the poten-
tial to generate an annual
business of USD 20 billion.

Speaking at the RE-Invest
2020 conference, he invited
global investors to join India’s
renewable energy journey.

“There are huge renewable
energy deployment plans for
the next decade,” he said,
adding that these are likely to
generate business prospects
of the order of around USD 20
billion per year.

“Today, India’s renewable
power capacity is the fourth
largest in the world. It is grow-
ing at the fastest speed among
all major countries,” he said.

Renewable energy capac-
ity will rise to 220 GW by 2022
from the current 136 Giga
Watts (GW), he added.

Renewable energy capac-
ity at present is about 36 per
cent of India’s total electricity
generating capacity.

Modi said that after the
success of Production Linked
Incentives (PLI) in electronics
manufacturing, “we have

decided to give similar incen-
tives to high-efficiency solar
modules”.

He, however, did not elab-
orate.

Stating that ensuring ‘ease
of doing business’ was the
utmost priority, he said a ded-
icated project development
cell has been established to
facilitate investors.

“In the last six years, we
increased our installed renew-
able energy capacity by two
and half times,” he said. “Our
annual renewable energy
capacity addition has been
exceeding that of coal-based
thermal power since 2017.”

Even when it was not
affordable, investments were
made in renewable energy.
Now, investments and scale
are bringing costs down, he
said.

Noting that in the last six
years, India has been travel-
ling on an unparalleled jour-
ney, Modi said, “we are
expanding our generation
capacity and network to
ensure every citizen of India
has access to electricity to
unlock his full potential”. 
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After successful implemen-
tation of the National

Digital Health Mission in a
pilot mode in six Union
Territories, the Government is
now all set to roll out the dig-
ital initiative envisaging
HealthID, DigiDoctor, Health
Facility Registry, eHospital,
Patient and eHealth Records
across the country.

This was stated by Union
Health Minister Dr Harsh
Vardhan after he took stock of
the  implementation of the flag-
ship health protection mis-
sion, Ayushman Bharat -
Pradhan Mantri Jan Arogya
Yojana(AB PM-JAY) and
National Digital Health
Mission (NDHM).

“The NDHM will digital-
ize healthcare by creating a
country-wide digital health
ecosystem that will enable
patients to store, access and
consent to share their health
records with doctors and health
facilities of their choice,” said
the Minister. The six union ter-
ritories where the mission was
rolled out through a pilot
launch are Chandigarh,
Ladakh, Dadra and Nagar
Haveli and Daman and Diu,
Puducherry, Andaman and
Nicobar Islands and

Lakshadweep.
Dr Harsh Vardhan said

that one of the most remark-
able aspects of NDHM is that
it takes into account the lived
realities of Indians spread
across the digital divide. “The
NDHM will empower millions
of citizens without smart-
phones or those in remote
tribal areas facing connectivi-
ty issues to still avail healthcare
through its offline modules.”

The ambitious NDHM was
unveiled by PrimeMinister
Narendra Modi on August 15
under which every Indian will
get a health ID that will ease
access to medical services. The
National Health Authority
(NHA), the apex agency
responsible for the implemen-
tation of Ayushman Bharat
Pradhan Mantri Jan Arogya
Yojana (ABPMJAY), has been
given the mandate by the gov-
ernment to design, build, roll-
out and implement the NDHM
in the country.

The health ID will contain
information about medical
data, prescriptions and diag-
nostic reports and summaries
of previous discharge from
hospitals for ailments. The
mission is expected to bring
efficiency and transparency in
healthcare services in the coun-
try.
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With Covid-19 casting shad-
ow over success achieved

last two years under the
Tuberculosis (TB) elimination
programme when higher case
findings were registered,  the
Union Ministry is now banking
on its partners to reach its goal
of ending the deadly disease by
2025.

As per the Government
data, there is an 18 per cent and
12 per cent increase in case find-
ing under National Tuberculosis
Elimination Program in 2018
and 2019 respectively. In private
sector, there is 77 per cent
increase in the notification from
3.8 lakhs in 2017 to 6.8 lakh in
2019. However, Covid-19 is
throwing spanner in the gov-
ernment’s efforts to contain the
TB.

“At a time, when Covid is
taking prioritised attention, we
should not lose the sight of the
goal to eliminate TB by 2025.
Advocacy and engagement are a
way to move forward, Dr Harsh
Vardhan, Union Health Minister
said as he called for a Jan
Andolan- a People’s Movement
to combat the deadly disease.

“The fight against TB needs
to be made into a Jan Andolan,
a people’s movement. An effec-
tive communication strategy is
needed which would focus on
reaching the maximum popula-

tion; complement with preven-
tive, diagnostic and curative
aspects of TB management;
work towards demand genera-
tion; ensuring regular high vis-
ibility mass-media coverage; and
also focus on community own-
ership and mobilization,”
Minister enlisted various mea-
sures at a meeting with various
developmental partners working
in the field of TB care and man-
agement in India.

The Union Health Minister
urged for a joint collaborative
platform where all the partners
could join hands and forces
together in elimination of
Tuberculosis by 2025 from the
country.

He also highlighted the
importance of strong political
and administrative commitment
from all States/UT Governments.
“Partners can take a lead in gal-
vanizing political commitment
from the various political lead-
ers locally”, he pointed out. The
Minister also asserted the need
to address stigma in a huge way
“as  it is one of the biggest bar-
riers and hinders people from
coming forward for reporting the
diseases and availing of the
treatment.” Rajesh Bhushan,
Secretary, (Health) noted that the
aim is to leverage the capacity of
UN agencies, international bod-
ies, NGOs and all other part-
nership to work toward eradi-
cating the disease. 
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The Supreme Court
Thursday dismissed a plea

by Skoda Auto Volkswagen
India challenging an FIR reg-
istered in Uttar Pradesh by a
customer over the alleged use
of “cheat device” in its diesel car
by the company to manipulate
emission norms.

A bench of Chief Justice S
A Bobde and Justices A S
Bopanna and V
Ramasubramanian pro-
nounced the verdict and dis-
missed the plea by the
German car maker.

On November 4, the top
court had reserved the verdict
on the plea saying as to why
the investigation should not
go on in the case.

A ‘cheat’ or ‘defeat device’
is a software installed in auto
engines to manipulate pollu-
tion emission tests.
Volkswagen was accused of
the malpractice globally a few
years ago.

During the hearing the
automobile maker argued that
in December, 2015 the com-
plaint was made in the
National Green Tribunal
(NGT) and in March, 2019 a
penalty was imposed on it
which was stayed by the apex
court.

An FIR was also
lodged in UP and the compa-
ny moved the high court seek-
ing its quashing, it said.

The apex court passed
the order on the appeal filed

by Skoda against the
Allahabad High Court order
refusing to quash the FIR and
dismissing its plea.  

The high court had said
that whether a cheat device
was installed in the vehicles is
a matter of investigation and
it cannot be interfered with by
the court on an erroneous
interpretation of the interim
order of the top court. 

The top court had earlier
restrained the Centre from
taking any “coercive” step
against the company for non-
submission of Rs 500 crore
fine imposed by the NGT for
damaging environment
through use of “cheat device”
in its diesel cars in India. 

The green panel had
directed the car maker to
deposit the amount within
two months with Central
Pollution Control Board. 

The tribunal had
enhanced the compensation
amount of Rs 171.34 crore,

which was recommended by a
NGT-appointed committee,
to Rs 500 crore as a means of
“creating deterrence”.
The auto maker, however, had
said that it did not violate the
BS-IV norms and that the test
results were based on “on
road testings” for which there
were no prescribed standards.

Volkswagen India had in
December 2015 announced
the recall of 3,23,700 lakh
vehicles in India to fix the
emission software after ARAI
conducted tests on some
models and found that their
on-road emissions were 1.1
times to 2.6 times higher
than the applicable BS-IV
norms.

The automobile giant had
admitted to the use of ‘defeat
device’ in 11 million diesel
engine cars sold in the US,
Europe and other global mar-
kets to manipulate emission
test results.
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Amid farmers’ march to
Delhi over new farm laws,

Union agriculture minister
Narendra Singh Tomar on
Thursday appealed to farmers
to stop the protest and invited
them for talks on December 3
to resolve differences.
Appealing the farmers to not
agitate, the Union agriculture
minister assured that the talk
will have a positive outcome.

“I want to appeal to our
farmer brothers to not agitate.
We are ready to talk about
issues and resolve differences.
I am sure that our dialogue will
have a positive result,” Tomar
said. “The new farm laws were
the need of the hour. In the
coming time, it’s going to bring
revolutionary changes. We have
spoken at the secretary level in
Punjab to dispel wrong notions
of our farmer brothers there.
We will talk on December 3,”
he added. “I’m sure that our
dialogue will have a positive
result,” Tomar added.
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Aligarh: A 26-year-old youth
hanged himself on Facebook live
in Chawdhana village of Khair
area, Aligarh. Seeing his video,
some people informed his elder
brother living in another house.
On reaching there, the family
found him dead. He took alco-
hol before suicide. Police
reached the spot and sent the
body for postmortem. The wife
of the deceased has given a com-
plaint of murder against his fam-
ily.

Sachin Saraswat son of
Keshav Dev, a resident of village
Chowdhana, used to work as a
private employee in the elec-
tricity department at Lal Diggi
in Aligarh. He returned from
Aligarh on Tuesday evening as
usual to the village. He took
alcohol first, closed his room and
came live on Facebook and
hanged himself. This live suici-
dal video of about 18-minute
was watched by many of his
Facebook friends.  PNS

Aligarh: For the voting in
MLC elections, the district
administration has issued an
important guideline for the
voters. For the voting to be held
on December 1, the district
administration said that 10
types of identification docu-
ments will be valid for voting,
on showing any of which, the
voter will be allowed to vote. 
Deputy District Election
Officer Vidhan Jaiswal told
that ASHAs will be deployed at
every center, which will get the
voters sanitized.  PNS
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Launching a big election-dri-
ven project Bengal Chief

Minister Mamata Banerjee on
Thursday announced a State
Government-sponsored health-
insurance scheme for all.

Releasing a digital health
card for the citizens the Chief
Minister said the scheme would
commence from December 1
and could be availed by all the
citizens. “Be it an old person or
a child, men or women, rich or
poor, villager or townsman,
Hindu or Muslim, Dalits and

tribal or upper caste, everyone
will be covered by this scheme,”
Banerjee said urging the people
to get their names enlisted in the
project christened Swasthya
Saathi. “Earlier, we had decided
to enroll at least 7.5 crore peo-
ple under 'Swathya Sathi'. I am
announcing today that every
family in the State will get it.”

Apparently hitting two birds
in a shot Banerjee also said that
the scheme would be in the
name of the eldest woman of the
family so that it would help the
women’s empowerment 
cause.

Kolkata: The bandh called by the Left and Congress trade unions
against a number of policies of the Central Government found
mixed response in Bengal.Even as the State Government issued
directives making attendance compulsory a day before most of
the Government offices witnessed near full attendance.

In other sectors like jute mills and other industrial belts of
Durgapur-Asansol there was partial cease work, sources said.
Half-empty Government buses were seen plying on the streets
while private buses were far less in number in Kolkata.

Though there was rush in Howrah and Sealdah stations local
train services got disrupted after the bandh supporters block-
aded the tracks at various places in Hooghly, Burdwan,
Jadavpur and other places.

Bandh found good response in Siliguri, Alipurduar and
Coochbehar where buses were torched. Tea gardens however
functioned near normally sources said adding all the banks and
financial institutions were shut down hitting business and lead-
ing to a corresponding shut down in the business districts of
burrabazar and parts of Howrah.

CPI(M) politburo member Biman Bose later claimed that
the bandh was successful “considering the fact that both the
Trinamool Government and the BJP united against us to foil it
by using the government machinery and the police. This only
proves that they are involved in ashadow fight.”

Chief Minister Mamata Banerjee however said that her party
never supported bandh as a policy. PNS

Kolkata: The ongoing tussle between Trinamool
Congress and Bengal Governor Jagdeep Dhankhar
reached new heights with senior TMC MP Kalyan
Banerjee on Thursday launching a scathing attack on
the latter for being in touch with the criminals.

Banerjee also a senior advocate accused Dhankhar
of saving the corrupt and criminals and asked the police
administration to file a criminal complaint against
him.

“Here is a Governor who is saving the corrupt and
is in regular touch with the criminals … he should be
proceeded against by the police … I request the police
administration to file a complaint under the IPC against
this man,” Banerjee said alleging how he was trying to
protect Govind Agarwal and Sudipta Roychowdhury
both of who were accused and were being investigat-
ed by central agencies.

One of them had his name linked to cow smug-
gling and human trafficking “whereas the Governor is
trying to shield them and is attacking the State police
which is doing all the good works … such a person
should be booked and punished under Section 186,”
he said. PNS
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��������2%��%�Jammu: The popular support base

of the Peoples Democratic Party,
carefully nurtured by the party
patron Mufti Mohd Sayeed here in
Jammu suffered another dent as
three more leaders quit the party,
two days ahead of the maiden elec-
tions of the district development
council, on Thursday.

In a joint letter issued to media
houses, former state general secre-
tary PDP Dhaman Bhasin, state sec-
retary Fallail Singh and ex-district
President Doda, Pritam Kotwal
alleged that the PDP has become the
“B team” of the National Conference
(NC).

Both Bhasin and Singh were
counted among the close aides of
Mufti Mohd Sayeed and were also
the founding members of the PDP
from Jammu.

Feeling suffocated in the party
for a long time these leaders even

claimed  the PDP has abandoned
Mufti Mohammed Sayeed’s vision
and that “unscrupulous, communal
elements with mysterious character”
have taken over.

“Putting our political career at
stake, we joined PDP -- from the
very first day of its formation -- with
an aim to provide a secular alterna-
tive to corrupt and dynast NC as late
Mufti Mohammed Sayeed had a
vision to frustrate evil designs of
communal and parochial elements
but the party leadership has, unfor-
tunately, abandoned Mufti Sahib’s
agenda to become B team of NC,”
the letter, signed the three, read.

The letter submitted to the PDP
Chief Mehbooba  Mufti  further
noted “The party leadership has
recently given some highly provoca-
tive and controversial statements
against the basic principles of the
founder of the party. PNS
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Gandhinagar: Amid thousands of well wishers, the
Congress veteran and party's ace troubleshooter
Ahmed Patel's mortal remains were laid to rest in
his native village in Gujarat's Bharuch district, fol-
lowing the Covid-19 guidelines.

Many top national leaders of the party, includ-
ing Rahul Gandhi, were present during the funer-
al to pay their last respects.

The last rites were carried out at the Sunni
Vohra Muslim Jamaat graveyard in the Piraman vil-
lage, Patel's ancestral village. As per his wish, his
dead body was buried beside his parents' graves and
due Covid-19 guidelines and protocols were fol-
lowed during the funeral.

Ahmed Patel passed away on Wednesday
morning due to post-Covid issues, according to his
son Faisal. He was admitted in the Medanta hos-
pital in Gurugram from where his body was
flown to Vadodara and from there to Ankleshwar
hospital, where it was kept till Thursday 
morning. After a brief 10-minute stop at his resi-
dence, his mortal remains were brought to the
graveyard.  IANS
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Assam bade an emotional send-off to its
longest serving Chief Minister Tarun Gogoi

on Thursday, as his funeral were marked by the
presence of thousands of men and women and per-
formed with full state honours at the Nabagraha
cremation ground in Guwahati.

Amidst the chanting of solemn hymns and
gun salute and band played by the Assam Police,
the mortal remains of Gogoi were consigned to
flames by his son Gaurav Gogoi, a Lok Sabha
member, in presence of thousands of people, many
of them were emotionally charged.

Wearing the traditional “Chelleng Sador” (a
shawl) and 'dhoti' (men's garment) along with a
face mask Gaurav lit the pyre after performing the
rituals.

The veteran Congress leader's wife septuage-
narian Dolly, daughter Chandrima, daughter-in-
law Elizabeth and other family members placed
sandalwood pieces on the pyre before it was lit by
Gaurav.

Amaravati: In the past 24
hours till Thursday morning,
164 places in Andhra Pradesh
witnessed a rainfall of more
than 60 mm as the very severe
cyclonic storm Nivar lashed the
whole state.

According to the
Meteorological department,
five places in Nellore district
registered the highest rainfall -
- APFT Colony (302.7 mm),
Boggulamitta Ward (272.7
mm), MPP School (264 mm),
Summer storage tank (242.7
mm) and Thatipatri (239.5
mm).

Chittoor district Collector
Narayan Bharat Gupta said an
average of 8.6 cm rainfall lashed
a few places in the district on

Wednesday.
“Varadaiyapalem, Yerpedu,

Srikalahasti, Satyavedu,
Nagulapuram, Vijayapuram
and Narayanavanam mandals
witnessed rainfall more than 12
cm,” said Gupta.

Due to heavy inflow, he
said the gates of the major
reservoirs were being opened to
release water. Advising caution
to the public, the Collector said
people should not attempt to
cross the roads even if the water
flow is less.

“We request you to stay at
home safely for one or two
days, until the situation gets
better,” said Gupta. He said the
district administration shut
roads in K.V. Puram and

Pichapuram because of the
heavy outflow of rain water.

Such is the severity of
Nivar that most parts of West
Godavari district have been
witnessing rainfall since
Wednesday night.

It has been continuously
raining from around 9 p.m. on
Wednesday night in
Bhimavaram and several vil-
lages in its vicinity such as
Seesali, Bondada, Kalla,
Kallakuru, Doddanapudi,
Chinnapulleru and 
others.

It did not rain in these
places during the day time on
Tuesday, but it was windy and
mildly sunny only for a short
time. IANS
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AThane Special Court on
Thursday granted bail to

54 tribals arrested in connec-
tion with the lynching of two
Sadhus and their driver by an
irate mob near Kasa town in
Maharashtra’s Palghar district
in April this year.

Special district court judge
P P Jadhav released 54 accused
on bail against a surety bond of
Rs 15,000 each.

Those granted bail includ-
ed eight persons who were
arrested immediately after the
shocking crime that took place
on April 16 this year. The
remaining 46 were those who
were arrested subsequently by
the State CID during the course
of the investigations in the
case.

Advocates Amrut Adhikari
and Atul Patil, who appeared

before the court for the
accused, argued that their
clients had no role to play in the
incident and had been arrest-
ed merely on grounds of sus-
picion.      

While Special public pros-
ecutor Satish Maneshinde
appeared for the prosecution,
Advocate PN Ojha appeared
for the family of the deceased
sadhus.

The special court will hear
the bail applications of the
other accused on December 5.

Earlier this month, the
court had granted bail to four
accused, including a man and
his two sons, in the case.

Of the 366 accused in the
case, 28 adults and 9 juveniles
were released on a default bail
as the CID charge sheet did not
specify their exact involve-
ment in the crime owing to lack
of evidence.

On July 16, this year, the
state CID filed a comprehensive
charge-sheets against the
accused before a Dahanu court
in connection with the April
16, 2020 Palghar  lynching
incident.

In its charge sheet – run-
ning into 4955 pages -- filed
before the court of Judicial
Magistrate First Class (JMFC)
at Dahanu in Palghar district,
the CID sleuths named 126
accused in connection with
the incident that took place on
the night of April 16.

The investigation team, led
by Deputy Superintendent of
Police (CID) Vijay Pawar, filed
the charge-sheet after examin-
ing 808 suspects and 118 wit-
nesses to collect strong evi-
dence against the accused.

It may be recalled that on
the night of April 16, three per-
sons were lynched by a 200-

strong mob of villagers near
Kasa town in Maharashtra’s
Palghar district on suspicion
that they were thieves.

The villagers first hurled
stones at the van, prompting
the driver to stop the vehicle.
Later, they pulled three persons
out of the vehicle and beat
them to death in
Gadhchinchale village on
Dabhadi-Khanwel road, with
sticks and rods.

The deceased ---identified
as Chikne Maharaj
Kalpavrukshagiri (70),
Sushilgiri Maharaj (35) and dri-
ver Nilesh Telgade (30) were
travelling to Surat. Of them one
was the diver, while two are res-
idents of Kandivli in north
Mumbai.  

The place where the inci-
dent took place is approxi-
mately 120 km from 
Mumbai. 
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Two months after he was
arrested in the Sushant

Singh death-related drug case,
a Special court here on
Thursday granted a condition-
al bail to former executive of
Karan Johar’s Dharma
Productions Kshitij Ravi Prasad
against a cash bond of Rs
50,000.

Special NDPS Court Judge
G. B. Gurao ordered the release
of Kshitij on furnishing a pro-
visional cash bail of Rs.50,000
plus one or two sureties, to be
furnished within a month. 

However, Advocate Satish

Maneshinde, who represented
Kshitij, said that his client
would not walk out of the jail,
as he is named in another
recent NDPS case which will
come up for hearing on
December 3.

As per the conditions
imposed in his bail order,
Kishitij will have to report to the
Narcotics Control Bureau
(NCB) office every Monday for
an hour for the next six months,
deposit his passport, not trav-
el abroad without prior per-
mission of the court, share his
itinerary for any domestic trav-
el, attend all court proceedings,
refrain from tampering with

any evidence or witnesses, etc.
Kshitij, it may be recalled,

arrested on September 26,  the
NCB conducted raids at his
Versova residence where mar-
ijuana was seized  

Kshitij was named by an
alleged peddler Ankush Arneja
and actress Rakul Preet Singh
in their statements to the NCB.
Both have reportedly told inves-
tigators that Kshitij was sup-
plying drugs to the people in
Bollywood.

On his part, filmmaker
Karan Johar swiftly distanced
himself from both Kishitj and
Anupam Chopra by issuing a
statement to that effect.
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ASupreme Court Bench
recently reprimanded the
Government on its
COVID-19 containment

measures and asked the Centre as
well as the worst-affected States to
file status reports. What’s still going
wrong when the national recovery
rate is at an all-time high of 93 per
cent plus and the number of new
infections has dipped to below
40,000 per day, down from 80,000
during September? However, when
the Supreme Court notes that the
scenario is grim, it implies that win-
ter could undermine the gains
made so far, with the COVID-19
awareness campaign in the unlock
period being one of the weakest
links in the chain.

On October 7, Information
and Broadcasting Minister Prakash
Javadekar announced that posters,
banners and stickers about COVID
prevention would come up at pub-
lic places, metros, auto rickshaws
and public transport soon. Though
this writer’s world has shrunk dur-
ing the last eight months, being con-
fined mostly to home, still he has not
noticed any such outdoor publicity
material being put up in his mod-
est South Delhi locality. The aware-
ness campaign, since the beginning
of the outbreak, is confined mostly
to electronic media. Print media
advertising lost its reach after many
readers unsubscribed newspapers,
fearing they might be Corona-
infected.  The other medium is
mobile phone, where the COVID
caller tune is frankly about force-
feeding. Existing campaigns were
perhaps helpful until May 31, when
the total lockdown was in force. As
the Unlock 1 phase began on June
1, new interactive situations began
to multiply. The rate of infections got
accelerated on expected lines. The
awareness campaign, however,
remained dated by refusing to take
new situations into consideration. It,
therefore, came to resemble a ser-
mon and sounded preachy.

Amitabh Bachchan is the face
of the Government’s COVID aware-
ness campaign like he had been for
Swachh Bharat Abhiyan. It happens
only in India that a Padma
Vibhushan awardee can appear in
an ad campaign for gold loans and
pulse polio drops with equal zeal.
Ideally, he should have been
removed from the campaign after he
himself contracted COVID in July.
Alternatively, he should have been
re-launched with a new ad script,
depicting him as a COVID survivor.

However, that did not happen.
Another TV spot featuring

Akshay Kumar for Doordarshan
(on precautions in the Unlock
era) is more appalling. It shows
the actor encouraging a senior
citizen to go to work by wearing
a mask. This clearly militates
against the Government’s adviso-
ry for senior citizens to avoid ven-
turing outdoors. Akshay further
states that the Government had
made sufficient arrangements
for people even if they had con-
tracted COVID. This affirmation
is completely out of sync with
reality in most States. The cam-
paign ambassador perhaps
implied only the Modi
Government. However, the sub-
ject of public health and sanita-
tion, hospitals and dispensaries
is covered by the State List under
the Seventh Schedule (Article
246). It is also covered under the
Panchayat List under Article
243G. Broadcasting, being part of
communications, is placed on the
Union List under Seventh
Schedule. Thus Doordarshan
failed abjectly to develop a State-
specific COVID awareness cam-
paign reflecting local realities.
While the publicity drive seems
to be run by Mandi House man-
darins, by employing Mumbai
denizens like Amitabh Bachchan,
Akshay Kumar and Sachin
Tendulkar, they forgot that the
brunt of healthcare is left to the
States.

As Unlock phases progressed
from June 1, it was expected that
the awareness campaign would
become more localised. An end-
to-end information campaign
could have helped reduce the case
load. While many COVID sur-
vivors volunteered to donate

plasma to save the lives of other
patients, they could have helped
more by sharing the lessons
learnt. It would have helped if we
could have produced an informa-
tion bank, albeit maintaining
strict confidentiality, about how
possibly those patients contract-
ed COVID. For instance, what
percentage of newly-infected
people observed protocols or
were negligent about them.   How
many think they got it by using
public transport, venturing out in
a market place or eating out in the
company of strangers at restau-
rants and so on.

The Government was
admittedly in a cleft stick situa-
tion. It had to decide between
containing rising cases and reviv-
ing the economy. Emphasising
one could hurt the prospect of
the other. The cold season
knocked earlier than usual this
year and the NCT of Delhi is one
of the worst-affected regions
with pollution picking up. The
fall-winter is also the season for
festivities and weddings when
the business picks up post-mon-
soon. In order to replenish their
depleted revenue coffers, the
Centre as well as the Delhi
Government chose to look the
other way on a containment drill
such conditions warranted. The
result was the quadrupling of
infections in Delhi. When
Governments wrestle against
their conscience, they usually
win. An example of conflict
between commercial and public
health interests could be seen in
the Delhi Government’s decision
to reverse its order within 24
hours on closure of Punjabi
Basti market and Janata market
in the Nangloi area for flouting

pandemic norms. With all large
markets in Delhi open for busi-
ness, the disease protocol is
hardly being followed anywhere.

By November 24, India had
conducted a total of 13.3 crore
(13,36,82,275) tests in its 2,134
laboratories. The number,
though large, represents only 10
per cent of India’s estimated
population. There is a strong
chance that a significant segment
of the untested population acts
as asymptomatic carriers. A
majority of people tend to feel
that seemingly healthy people –
whether they are colleagues,
neighbours or relatives – are dis-
ease-free. They tend to socialise
with them even without mini-
mally protective face masks. At
fast food eating joints, many
don’t hesitate to eat (naturally
without masks) alongside com-
plete strangers. It hardly occurs
to them that the other person
could either be an asymptomatic
carrier if not passing through the
incubation period. The
Government ad campaigns have
failed to educate them upon this
aspect. They have even failed to
educate people on immunity-
boosting methods as prescribed
by the AYUSH Ministry. Taking
up real-life situations in cam-
paigns could have helped in
stalling this surge. One could eas-
ily have used animation or clay-
mation if actual shooting involv-
ing human beings was problem-
atic. Till we drill the risk factors
graphically in the common man’s
mind, a Bollywood star cannot
do much.

(The writer is an author and
independent researcher based in
New Delhi. Views expressed  are
personal)
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Sir — One is amused by the
oxymoronic ring of the phrase,
“love jihad”, which has recent-
ly been popularised by certain
Right-wing groups. It is
designed to denote a commu-
nal conspiracy in which Muslim
men marry women from a dif-
ferent community after “entrap-
ping them” in love affairs. As if
the women are flying blind.
There is nothing wrong with
other inter-faith marriages, so
they aren’t subjected to scruti-
ny. But Right-wing groups with
vested interests project any
incident of a Muslim man mar-
rying a non-Muslim woman as
part of a larger conspiracy
aimed at converting our women
to Islam. This leads to dramat-
ic polarisation in the country,
which some Hindutva groups
take advantage of.

In the process, the
Government is trying to inter-
fere in the personal freedoms of
individuals that have been guar-
anteed in the Constitution of
India. It is trying to solve a con-
trived problem with bad legis-
lation for political gains of
appealing to its voter base. In
reality, the love jihad law, once
passed, will give societal vigilan-

tism a right to interfere in
other people’s personal affairs,
with State sanction. Nothing
can be more dangerous and
polarising as that. One feels sad
for the message we’re sending
out. 

Jubel D’Cruz
Mumbai
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Sir — Courts of the country
give very lengthy judgments,
which at times run into hun-
dreds or thousands of pages. For
instance, the 2019 verdict in the
Ram Janmabhoomi case was so
lengthy that there is a major

possibility that it was not read
by the litigants themselves. It
was surely beyond the under-
standing of the common man.

Such interminable court
orders are for libraries and are
read only by researchers and
select lawyers. There is a dire
need for short and precise ver-

dicts so that citizens and liti-
gants do not have to depend on
lawyers to know their salient
features. Things will improve a
lot if India also adopts the
practice followed in many coun-
tries, where there is a limit on
the number of pages in a judg-
ment, the limits being different
for the Supreme Court, High
Courts and trial courts. Or else
every lengthy verdict exceeding
50 pages should be compulso-
rily accompanied by a summa-
ry of the order, with a limit of
say 50 pages, to be issued and
posted on the court website on
the date of the judgment itself.

Madhu Agrawal
Delhi
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Maradona’s scoring prowess
and skill in slaloming past
opponents vaulted him into
the hall of fame. But the player
struggled to cope with the adu-
lation and his battles with
addiction became regular glob-
al news. Sad that the football
great left this world so early.

Ashmit Aaron
Noida
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November has by and large been an impor-
tant month in history. On November 26,
1940, Nazi Germany began walling off the

Jewish ghetto in Warsaw. In November 1941, the
Japanese 1st Air Fleet, also known as the Kido
Butai, in a surprise military move, left the Kuril
Islands to strike Pearl Harbour during World War
II. In November 1944, a German rocket hit a
Woolworth’s shop in London, killing 168 people.
Simultaneously, on the same day, Himmler, a lead-
ing Nazi soldier, ordered the destruction of the
Auschwitz-Birkenau crematoria. World politics
was in a state of turmoil. Populist leaders, who
were born from democracy, and their obsession
with expansionism were being severely criticised
and held accountable globally. 

Back in India, the Hindu-Muslim tension and
the differences between the Indian National
Congress (INC) and the Muslim League (ML)
were growing at an alarming rate. After a failed
attempt at the Shimla Conference to mediate
between the INC and the ML, the Cabinet Mission
Plan was released by a three-member committee
set up to decide the fate of an independent India
by the Labour Party heading the Government in
the UK. Since the Cabinet mission had rejected
the demands made by the ML, the league was
miffed and had declared the infamous “Direct
Action Day”, which had led to widespread vio-
lence all across the country. 

Among all this chaos, on November 26, 1949,
the Constituent Assembly of India formally
adopted a Constitution for an independent and
democratic country. After hours of debates, dis-
cussions and discourses that were held for close
to three long years by more than 350 men and
women of astute credibility and a proven track
record, the Constitution was adopted.

This was not an ordinary moment in India’s
socio-political and constitutional history. For a
majority of Indians, this was a “break from the
past” moment. However, for the founding fathers,
the task of framing a Constitution was far more
sensitive. They had a dual role. On one hand, they
had to justify to the world and future generations
reading the text that India was the better of the
two nations (the other being Pakistan) that were
formed as a result of the Partition and on the other,
they had to draft a Constitution that reflected the
struggle of the founders. This second role, as
Abhinav Chandrachud points out in his book,
Republic of Rhetoric, had two competing goals —
one was to transform India and the other was to
keep things the same. Continuity and change were
the two important aspects that rationalised the
Constitution-making mandate of the Assembly.
Granville Austin points out that the Constitution
sought to bring about a “social revolution” while
at the same time “trying to preserve national unity
and stability.”  

The founders were fairly optimistic Indians.
They framed a Constitution that wasn’t just ahead
of its time but was also a positive and radical inter-
vention in the Indian political scene. For instance,
it abolished untouchability, made it unconstitu-
tional for anyone to be granted titles and made
a provision for affirmative action for those who
had been historically marginalised by society. It
granted universal adult suffrage to everyone, irre-
spective of their religion, caste, creed, gender or
race and ensured a fundamental right to equal-
ity to every citizen of this country. 

All this at a time when the world was still not
ready to accept these changes. For example, in the
US, despite it being one of the oldest constitution-
al Republics around the world, it was only in 1954

in the Brown vs Board of Education
case, when the “separate but equal”
clause was held to be unconstitutional
by the Supreme Court. Black women
were allowed to vote only in 1965 under
the Voting Rights Act and Affirmative
Action for Blacks and Browns was held
to be constitutional very recently in 2003
in the Grutter vs Bollinger case. The US
Supreme Court made inter-racial mar-
riage constitutionally permissible in
1967 and gave students the right to free
speech in 1969 in the Tinker vs Des
Moines case. 

Even as a proud India celebrated
Samvidhaan Diwas yesterday, little do
we know that the Assembly that framed
the most egalitarian and forward-look-
ing Constitution of its times was also
criticised by several quarters. There were
two kinds of criticisms that were levelled
against the founders — moral and legal.
The moral criticism was that the
Assembly was anti-Gandhian and was-
n’t a democratic one. Mahatma Gandhi
had espoused the concept of village
republics and had stated that power
should be vested in the hands of the
panchayat whereas the Constitution had
followed a highly centralised top-bot-
tom approach to governance. 

The Assembly was also stated to be
non-representative because a majority
of its members were Hindus and mem-
bers of the INC, too. It was also argued
that a colonial mindset prevailed in the
Assembly whereby it followed a cut-
copy-paste model of framing the
Constitution. The legal shortcomings
rest on the argument that the Assembly’s
functioning was against the State paper
and the Indian Independence Act of
1947. Many also felt that the Assembly
laid the foundations for a non-secular
India. However, there is no doubt that
these criticisms had little to no bearing
on the sanctity of the document. One-
half of the Constitutions across the

world don’t even get to see their 20th
year. At the least, these criticisms show
that dissent was very much a part of the
Constitution-making process and vir-
tually every leader in the Assembly had
at one point of time or the other regis-
tered his/her concerns on issues that
they felt strongly about. The
Constitution was indeed adopted based
on popular support and sovereignty that
the Assembly enjoyed from every stra-
ta of the society. Today, the document
enjoys the status of a holy book for all
those who believe in its dreams for this
great country. 

This is not to say that we have been
equally successful in curbing the men-
ace of discrimination, inequality and
religious intolerance in India. Arguably
so, we might have failed, and the
founders would not be very happy with
the state of affairs that exist today.
Gender inequality, caste-based dis-
crimination, religious fundamental-
ism, lack of quality public education,
criminalisation of politics, corruption,
increased blue and white collar crimes,
hunger, poverty, population, unem-
ployment, climate change, stifling of dis-
sent and increased populism in politics
are concerns that continue to haunt us
and our Constitutional framework even
today.    

But before we hold the Constitution
responsible for all that pervades in our
socio-political landscape today, let’s
take a step back and understand the role
that this text is and was supposed to be
playing in democracies like the one that
exists in our country. Constitutions are
inherently symbolic documents and all
that they do is reflect the minds and
hearts of the people. This is not to say
that they include all that is not moral-
ly permissible. Constitutional texts
assert and reiterate the dreams that a
nation saw for itself. 

Seventy one years ago, our founders

dreamt of a nation that would be free
from all kinds of prejudice, hate and
stigmatisation. We haven’t achieved
this goal. But while criticising the text
for its supposed failure we forget that
our anger is misplaced. This is precise-
ly because the Indian Constitution
places an extremely huge amount of
trust on whom it applies, in this case the
citizens of this country. While holding
the Constitution accountable for the fail-
ure of the people, we are doing injus-
tice to the text that works best only
when “We, The People” act with com-
plete honesty and uphold principles of
Constitutional idealism.

The reason why Samvidhaan Diwas
is important is fairly simple, it tells you
a story. The story of the rising sun in the
history of India’s Constitutional journey.
It tells you that the Constitution was
drafted by appreciating dissent and
favouring intellectual discourse. It tells
you that the document was framed at
a time when the dynamics of global pol-
itics was being reconsidered. It tells you
that even in the face of criticism, the
Assembly was successful in framing a
document that was forward-looking,
optimistic and has until now survived
the wrath of several populist govern-
ments and authoritative leaders. It tells
you, most importantly, that the criticism
of the Constitution is misplaced and 
that the failure of those who are respon-
sible to ensure its sanctity does not 
necessarily mean the failure of the text
itself. 

The Indian Constitution is a living
document and it is going to survive and
will continue to stand for those who are
vulnerable, downtrodden and have
been historically sidelined by a cacoph-
onic Parliament. Let’s promise to shape
a nation that aims to build on from
where the founders left off.

(The writer is from the National Law
University, Visakhapatnam)
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There is a lot of talk of “love jihad”
these days in the country. The
Uttar Pradesh (UP)

Government has approved an
Ordinance against it, providing for
long jail sentences as well as heavy
fines, and a Bill called the UP
Prohibition of Unlawful Conversions
Bill, 2020 is proposed to be introduced
in the UP Legislature shortly. The hilly
States of Himachal Pradesh and
Uttarakhand already have such laws
and the Madhya Pradesh
Government, too, has said that mar-
riages to enable “forcible religious con-
versions” would invite an imprison-

ment of up to 10 years, extending the
proposed period of maximum punish-
ment for the alleged offence from the
five years announced earlier. There is
also a requirement to take the District
Magistrate’s permission for converting
to marry in UP. The Haryana
Government, too, is proposing to
bring a law against it.

The expressions “love jihad” and
“forced conversion” are vague and
liable to any number of interpreta-
tions. India is largely a conservative
country, and most parents want their
children (particularly women) to
marry within their own religion. So,
when the latter fall in love with
someone who belongs to another reli-
gion, the parents often file a police
report, alleging that their daughter was
beguiled and abducted. 

Whatever the term “love jihad”
may mean, my experience as a lawyer
for 20 years and a judge for another
20 is that in most cases, there is no
such thing as a “forced conversion.” In
many of the cases which came before
me as a Supreme Court judge, the FIR

was usually filed by the family or the
father of the woman alleging that the
woman/daughter had been duped
and hoodwinked, and/or abducted
and forced to marry by a man from a
different religion. But when I sum-
moned the woman (and I was satis-
fied that she was above 18 years of age)
she invariably told me that she had
married the young man of her own
free will and there was no coercion.

It is alleged by Right wing ele-
ments that “love jihad” is different
from love marriage. According to
them, a love marriage takes place
because the couple genuinely love each
other, whereas “love jihad” is not moti-
vated by love but is a conversion con-
spiracy by Muslims. It is alleged that
Muslim men often conceal their
names and other particulars and
beguile and dupe girls from different
religions, particularly Hindus, into
marriage with false allurement. To my
mind, this is a bogus claim and never
in my judicial experience have I
found any basis for it.

I submit that “love jihad” is only

a gimmick, intended to divert public
attention from the steep decline in
India’s economy, appalling rise in
child malnourishment, steep rise in
prices of foodstuff and fuel, continu-
ing farmers’ distress, rapes, acid
attacks, rise in other crimes, corrup-
tion, pollution, major issues on the
country’s borders vis-a-vis the stand-
off with China and frequent skirmish-
es with Pakistan. Amid all these
pressing issues of national importance,
a false narrative and hue and cry has
been created that young women are
deceived, enticed and forcibly convert-
ed to Islam for marriage. There may
be a few such stray instances (though
not to my knowledge), but my belief,
on the basis of my long judicial expe-
rience, is that almost all inter-religious
marriages are voluntary love mar-
riages. Also, no data is given of
Muslim women marrying Hindu
men, which is of course regarded as
“ghar wapasi (a homecoming).” 

I need not go into the legal valid-
ity of such “love jihad” marriages
though the Supreme Court in the

Shakti Vahini vs. Union of India
case (2018), the Arumugam Servai vs.
State of Tamil Nadu case (2011), Lata
Singh vs. State of UP case (2006), and
in the recent Division Bench decision
of the Allahabad High Court, held
inter-religious marriages valid. 

But the big question is how many
of such marriages take place in the
country? In India’s population of 138
crore people, one can count them on
one’s fingertips. So it is not that
hordes of Hindu girls or women
from other communities are clamour-
ing to tie the knot with Muslim men.
It is not as if such marriages are threat-
ening to change India’s demography
and make it a Muslim-majority coun-
try, as is portrayed by some people.

The real issues before the coun-
try right now are widespread pover-
ty, starvation deaths, the raging pan-
demic, almost total lack of proper
healthcare and good education for the
masses, record, rising unemploy-
ment, lack of opportunities and so on.
Since the Government has no idea
how to resolve these, it does what all

other populist governments have
done in the past. It seeks to divert pub-
lic attention and create a bogeyman,
resorting to gimmicks and stunts.
“Love jihad” is the latest one (the ear-
lier ones being abrogation of Article
370, the Citizenship Amendment Act
and so on.) 

This bogey has the advantage of
further polarising society on religious
lines, which admirably serves some
vested interests and also translates into
votes for others. It gives a handle to
vigilante groups to harass and attack
couples. “Honour killings”, which are
already a menace, will become more
common as the days go by.

The Roman emperors used to say,
“If you cannot give the people bread,
give them circuses”, and Queen Marie
Antoinette of France reportedly said,
“If the people do not have bread, let
them eat cake.” Our own emperors say,
“Since we cannot give the people bread
or employment, we must give them
the apparition of ‘love jihad’”.

(The writer is a former judge of the
Supreme Court of India)
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Washington: Asserting that it
stands with India and remains
resolute in the fight against ter-
rorism, the US said it is com-
mitted to hold the perpetrators
of the heinous 26/11 terror
attacks accountable to ensure
justice for the victims.

November 26 marks the
12th anniversary of the terror-
ist attacks in Mumbai. 

“Through the Rewards for

Justice programme, we seek to
ensure that all those responsi-
ble for this heinous attack face
justice,” US State Department
deputy spokesman Cale Brown
said on Wednesday.

“On the 12th anniversary of
the 26/11 Mumbai attack, the
US reaffirms its commitment to
holding the perpetrators
accountable and ensuring jus-
tice for the victims, including
six Americans. Standing along-
side our Indian partners, we
remain resolute in the fight
against terrorism,” Brown said.

Ten terrorists of Pakistan-
based Lashkar-e-Taiba (LeT)

carried out 12 coordinated
shooting and bombing attacks
lasting four days across
Mumbai. At least 166 people,
including six Americans and
nine terrorists, were killed and
over 300 others were injured in
the attacks which began on
November 26, 2008.

The Taj Mahal hotel, the
Oberoi hotel, the Leopold Cafe,
the Nariman (Chabad) House
and the Chhatrapati Shivaji
Terminus train station were
some of the locations targeted. 

The Rewards for Justice
programme is offering a reward
of up to $5 million for infor-

mation about the individuals
responsible for these attacks.
Key members of this heinous
plot remain at large and the
investigation remains active
and ongoing. This reward offer
extends to any individual who
bears responsibility for this act

of terror, the State Department
said. The six US citizens killed
during the 26/11 attacks were
Ben Zion Chroman, Gavriel
Holtzberg, Sandeep Jeswani,
Aryeh Leibish Teitelbaum, Alan
Scherr and his daughter Naomi
Scherr. PTI 
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US President-elect Joe Biden
has reminded Americans

that they were at war with the
coronavirus and not against
each other, as he called for an
end to the “grim season of divi-
sion” in the country.

In a Thanksgiving address
ahead of the holiday, he urged
fellow 

Americans to forgo high-
risk holiday traditions, as cases
of the virus continue to surge
in the US, the worst-hit nation
with over 262,100 deaths.

“I know the country’s
grown weary of the fight. But
we need to remember, we’re at
war with the virus, not with
one another. Not with each
other. 

“This is the moment where
we need to steel our spines,
redouble our efforts and
recommit ourselves to the
fight,” Biden said, speaking
from his hometown of
Wilmington, Delaware. 

“Let’s remember: We’re all
in this together,” the 78-year-
old Democrat said on
Wednesday.
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New York: Perpetrators of the
“ghastly” 26/11 Mumbai
attacks must be brought to jus-
tice by Pakistan, India’s Consul
General in New York Randhir
Jaiswal said, emphasising that
combating terrorism requires
strong global cooperation as
he, along with top Israeli
diplomats, paid homage to
the victims of the 2008 terror
strike.

November 26 marks the
12th anniversary of the ter-
rorist attacks in Mumbai.

“It is important for the
world and the global commu-
nity, for us and for justice that
those responsible are brought
to book. Pakistan must do

what is required to bring the
perpetrators of this heinous
crime to justice,” Jaiswal said,
addressing a virtual com-
memoration event on
Wednesday.

Ten terrorists of Pakistan-
based Lashkar-e-Taiba (LeT)
carried out 12 coordinated
shooting and bombing attacks
lasting four days across
Mumbai. At least 166 people,
including six Jews and nine
terrorists, were killed and over
300 others were injured in the
attacks which began on
November 26, 2008.

At the event organised by
The American India Public
Affairs Committee and

American Jewish Committee,
Jaiswal described the 26/11
attacks as a “ghastly attack
unknown in the annals of his-
tory”. He said terrorism is one
of the greatest threats con-
fronting the world.

“As in the (time of )
COVID19, the world has
come together to fight this
pandemic, we must all come
together to fight terrorism, a
global problem, tooth and
nail. Let us remember on this
occasion those who fell to the
barbaric and bloody bullets of
insanity and inhumanity. And
those who sacrificed life to
save our tomorrow, to save our
today,” he said. PTI 
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Israelis are holding cere-
monies to pay respects to the

victims of the 26/11 Mumbai
terror attacks, demanding that
the perpetrators of the carnage
be brought to justice and con-
demning “Pakistan-sponsored
terrorism”.

Israelis, and Indian stu-
dents and caregivers paid
respects to the victims in
Jerusalem, Rehovot and Tel
Aviv on Wednesday and cere-
monies are planned in
Beersheva and Eilat on
Thursday.

A virtual ceremony on
Zoom is also planned for
Thursday at 8 PM Israel time
(11:30 PM IST). Hundreds
have registered to take part in
the event.

“Israel opposes every 
country that provides financial
and logistical support to ter-
rorists. Peaceful countries
should come together to 
boycott diplomatically and
financially those countries 
that support terrorism. This
will help deter acts of terror,”
Isaac Solomon from the south-
ern Israeli coastal city of Eilat
told PTI. 
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Houston: The US government
on Thursday appealed a judge’s
order barring the expulsions of
immigrant children who
crossed the border alone, a pol-
icy enacted during the coron-
avirus pandemic to deny the
children asylum protections.

Judge Emmet Sullivan
issued a preliminary injunction
on November 18 sought by
advocates for immigrants that
barred expulsions of unac-
companied children under
public health laws.

The Justice Department
filed a notice of appeal
Wednesday night to the US
Court of Appeals for the District

of Columbia Circuit. It also
asked Sullivan to issue a stay of
the injunction pending appeal,
a request he previously denied.

Since March, border agents
have expelled 200,000 immi-
grant adults and children citing
the pandemic and a need to
prevent the spread of the virus,
even though Covid-19 is
spreading broadly through bor-
der communities and the coun-
try at large.

Sullivan’s order only cov-
ered children who cross the
border without a parent and
not adults or parents and chil-
dren. At least 8,800 unaccom-
panied children have been

expelled without having a
chance to seek asylum protec-
tions or speak to a lawyer.

Most people have been
expelled within hours or days,
though the Trump administra-
tion detained hundreds of chil-
dren for weeks in hotels near the
U.S.-Mexico border for days or
weeks at a time until another
judge barred that practice.

President-elect Joe Biden
has said he will reverse sever-
al of President Donald Trump’s
immigration programs when
he takes office in January.
Biden has not stated whether
he will stop expulsions of
immigrants. AP
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US President Donald Trump
has signed an executive

order granting pardon to his
former national security advi-
sor Michael Flynn, who had
been charged with making
false statements to the FBI
over possible collusion between
the Trump campaign and
Russia during the 2016 presi-
dential polls.

Trump signed the execu-
tive order on Wednesday. 

Kathmandu: Nepal and China
will jointly announce the
revised height of Mt Everest,
the world’s highest peak, prob-
ably during the upcoming visit
of the Chinese defence minis-
ter to the Himalayan nation,
according to media reports on
Thursday.

The Nepal government
aimed to measure the exact
height of the mountain amid
debates that there might have
been a change in its height due
to various reasons, including the
devastating earthquake of 2015. 

According to the measure-
ment done in 1954 by Survey
of India, the height of Mt.
Everest is 8,848 metres, The
Rising Nepal newspaper
reported.

In 1975, Chinese surveyors
measured Mt. Everest as
8,848.13 metres above sea level,
according to China’s official
Xinhua news agency.

A survey in 2005 found the
summit’s rock height at
8,844.43 meters and its ice-

snow layer at 3.5 meters deep.
There was one meter of
unknown material, probably a
mixture of ice and gravel,
between the rock head and the
snow cap, it said in a report in
May this year.

A meeting of Nepal’s
Council of Ministers held on
Wednesday authorised the
Ministry of Land Management,
Cooperatives and Poverty
Alleviation to announce the
new height of Mt Everest, The
Kathmandu Post reported.

“As the measurement work
is in the final stage, the gov-
ernment is preparing to offi-
cially declare the new height of
Mt. Everest,” Minister for Land
Management, Cooperatives
and Poverty Alleviation Padma
Kumari Aryal said after the
Cabinet meeting.

“It is the first time that the
government has measured the
height of the tallest peak in the
world by using its own
resources and equipment,” she
said. PTI 
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London: The UK capital of
London along with most
regions of England will move
into Tier 2 of a three-tier
Covid-19 restrictions system
and remain at a high alert level
at the end of the complete stay-
at-home lockdown on
December 2, the UK govern-
ment announced in Parliament
on Thursday.

Other regions such as
Manchester, Birmingham, Hull,
Newcastle and large parts of the
north of England are set to face
the toughest coronavirus restric-
tions with only three areas –
Cornwall, the Isle of Wight and
Isles of Scilly – placed into the
lowest Tier 1 or the medium
restrictions category.

Under the highest Tier 3
alert level, there is a complete
ban on mixing of households
except in limited outdoor set-
tings. For Tier 2, the rule of six
applies with up to six members
of different households allowed

to meet outdoors and under
Tier 1, the rule of six applies
both indoors and outdoors. 

Unlike before, gyms and
close-contact beauty services
like hairdressers will be able to
open in all tiers but govern-
ment guidance says that people
in all tiers who can work from
home should continue to do so.

UK Health Secretary Matt
Hancock told the House of
Commons these are incredibly
hard decisions but urged the
public to “dig deep” in order to
help bring the rate of infection,
or R number, below one.

“Hope is on the horizon
but we still have further to go.
So we must all dig deep,” said
Hancock.

“Thanks to the hard work
and sacrifice made by people
up and down the country, we
are able to move out of nation-
al lockdown and into more tar-
geted local, tiered restrictions,”
he said. PTI

Berlin: The European Space
Agency says it is signing a 86
million-euro (USD 102 mil-
lion) contract with a Swiss
start-up company to bring a
large piece of orbital trash
back to Earth.

The agency said Thursday
that the deal with ClearSpace
SA will lead to the “first active
debris removal mission” in
2025, in which a custom-made
spacecraft will capture and
bring down part of a rocket
once used to deliver a satellite
into orbit.

Experts have long warned
that hundreds of thousands of
pieces of space debris circling
the planet — including an
astronaut’s lost mirror — pose
a threat to functioning satellites
and even the International
Space Station. Several teams are

working on ways to tackle the
problem.

The object being removed
from orbit is a so-called Vespa
payload adapter that was used
to hold and then release a
satellite in 2013. It weighs
about 112 kilograms (247
pounds). AP
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Equity indices resumed their
ascent on Thursday after a

day’s breather, buoyed by bank-
ing and financial stocks, as the
November series derivative
contracts expired amid largely
positive cues from global mar-
kets. After a volatile session, the
30-share BSE Sensex ended
431.64 points or 0.98 per cent
higher at 44,259.74.

Similarly, the broader NSE
Nifty surged 128.60 points or
1 per cent to 12,987.

Tata Steel was the top per-
former among the Sensex com-
ponents, surging 5.16 per cent,
followed by Bajaj Finance, Bajaj
Auto, HDFC, HCL Tech, Axis
Bank, HDFC Bank and Titan.

However, Maruti, ONGC,
IndusInd Bank, Tech Mahindra
and Infosys dipped up to 0.87
per cent.

Global markets perched
near lifetime highs as optimism
surrounding the COVID-19
vaccines progress was tem-
pered by rising coronavirus
cases in multiple countries.

Domestic equities wit-
nessed sharp recovery led by
sharp rebound in banking,
financial services and insurance
(BFSI) stocks and metals, said
Binod Modi, Head- Strategy at
Reliance Securities.

“BFSIs continued to
remain as a key driving force
for the market. Improved
prospects of earnings recovery
in the backdrop of improve-
ment in collection efficiencies,
better outlook for credit costs
and possibility of reversal of
provisions due to resolution of
select large accounts along

with better valuations attract-
ed investors in BFSIs,” he
added.

Heavy buying sentiment
was also seen as November
derivative contracts expired,
analysts added.

“Today, the market
regained its momentum during
the second trading half, on the
monthly derivative expiry day,
led by bounce in the banking
sector. Investors are awaiting
the release of Q2 GDP data
tomorrow. The market expects
contraction on a YoY basis but
improvement on a QoQ basis,
reflecting recovery in eco-
nomic activity,” said Vinod
Nair, Head of Research at
Geojit Financial Services.

����� �
���
��

The Government on
Thursday said it has

extended the Emergency Credit
Line Guarantee Scheme
(ECLGS) to the health sector
and 26 other sectors identified
by the Kamath Committee. 

The National Credit
Guarantee Trustee Company
Limited (NCGTC) has issued the
operational guidelines for imple-
mentation of ECLGS 2.0 scheme,
the finance ministry said in a
statement. The scheme was
announced by the government
earlier this month as part of the
Rs 2.65 lakh crore Atmanirbhar
Bharat 3.0 package. 

“Under ECLGS 2.0 entities
with outstanding credit above
Rs 50 crore and not exceeding

Rs 500 crore as on February 29,
2020, which were less than or
equal to 30 days past due as on
February 29, 2020 are eligible,”
the statement said. The loans
provided under ECLGS 2.0 will
have a five-year tenor, with a 12-
month moratorium on repay-
ment of principal, it said. 

“These entities or borrow-
er accounts will be eligible for
additional funding up to 20 per
cent (which could be fund
based or non-fund based or
both) of their total outstanding
credit (fund based only) as a col-
lateral free Guaranteed
Emergency Credit Line (GECL),
which would be fully guaran-
teed by NCGTC,” it added. 

In addition to ECLGS 2.0,
where no annual turnover ceil-
ing has been prescribed, it has

also been decided to extend
ECLGS 1.0 to entities under
ECLGS which had a total cred-
it outstanding (fund-based only)
of up to Rs 50 crore as on
February 29, 2020, but were pre-
viously ineligible owing to their
annual turnover exceeding Rs
250 crore. All other existing cri-
teria or terms and conditions
remain unchanged, it said. 

The scheme would be
applicable to all loans sanc-
tioned under ECLGS during
the period from the date of
issue of these guidelines by
NCGTC to March 31, 2021 or
till guarantees for an amount of
Rs 3 lakh crore crore is sanc-
tioned under the ECLGS (tak-
ing into account both ECLGS
1.0 and 2.0), whichever is ear-
lier. 
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New Delhi, Nov 26 (PTI)
Power sector employees on

Thursday held nationwide
protests against the
Government’s decision to 
privatize discoms, the All India
Power Engineers Federation
(AIPEF) said.

“Lakhs of power sector
employees including engineers,
today held nationwide protests
seeking the withdrawal of
Electricity (Amendment) Bill
2020, scrapping of standard
bidding document (SBD) and
opposed the privatization of
power distribution 
companies (discoms) in states
and union territories,” AIPEF
spokesperson VK Gupta said in
a statement.

Gupta said protest meet-
ings were held in all the states
and union territories, including
Uttar Pradesh, Punjab,
Haryana, Jammu & Kashmir,
Maharashtra, Telangana, Tamil
Nadu, West Bengal, Gujarat,
Madhya Pradesh, Assam,
among others.

Power sector employees
and engineers are opposing
the government’s move to pri-
vatise electricity distribution,
All India Power Engineers
Federation (AIPEF) Chairman
Shailendra Dubey said in
Lucknow. 

They are demanding scrap-
ping of the Electricity
(Amendment) Bill, 2020 
and SBD aimed at privatisation,
he added.

Gupta said the power engi-
neers did not join Thursday’s
strike called by 10 central trade
unions and just staged a sim-
ple protest to highlight their
issues.

Mumbai: Faqir Chand Kohli,
who sowed the seeds of the
USD 190-billion IT industry,
has passed away on Thursday.
He was 96. The sector’s largest
company TCS, of which he was
the founding chief executive,
announced the death of Kohli
and said it was the insistence of
JRD Tata which got Kohli to
join the Tata Group, which now
counts on its infotech arm for
a bulk of resources.

Tata Sons Chairman N
Chandrasekaran termed Kohli
as a “true legend” who laid the
foundation of what has been a
“spectacular IT revolution” and
set the stage for a dynamic
modern economy that we enjoy
today.

PTI
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After the 23.9 per cent GDP
contraction in the April-

June quarter following the
Covid-19 pandemic, economic
recovery momentum has been
stronger than expected, Reserve
Bank Governor Shaktikanta
Das said on Thursday.

Das, however, said that we
need to be watchful of the
demand momentum sustaining
after the festivities as well, and
also warned of downside risks
to growth coming from a rise in
virus infections in select pock-
ets. The heavy contraction in Q1
was attributed to the near-com-
plete chilling of all economic
activity in the wake of one of the
strongest lockdowns enforced
anywhere in the world.

The RBI, which has intro-
duced many unconventional
measures to aid recovery apart
from cutting key rates by 1.15
per cent, expects the economy to
shrink by 9.5 per cent in FY21.

“After witnessing a sharp
contraction in the economy by
23.9 per cent in Q1 and a multi-
speed normalisation of activity
in Q2, the Indian economy has
exhibited stronger than expect-
ed pick-up in momentum of
recovery,” Das said, speaking at
the annual day event of Foreign
Exchange Dealers’ Association
of India (FEDAI).

“We need to be watchful
about the sustainability of
demand after festivals and a
possible reassessment of mar-
ket expectations surrounding

the vaccine,” he added.
Analysts at Icra, a rating

agency, had earlier this week
raised doubts over the sustain-
ability of demand and attributed
the spurt to pent-up require-
ments following the lockdowns
and also the festivities.

In what can assuage some
concerns following the inflation
over-shooting the upper end of
the RBI’s target band for many
months, Das reiterated the
rate-setting panel’s resolve to
“see through temporary pres-
sures” on price rise.

“The monetary policy guid-
ance in October emphasised the
need to see through temporary
inflation pressures and also
maintain the accommodative
stance at least during the current
financial year and into the next
financial year,” he said.

Das said a comfortable
external balance position,
wherein India’s forex reserves
have risen to USD 572.7 billion
as of November 13 or sufficient
to cover a year’s imports, have
been a key source of resilience
in recent months, adding that
the government’s production-
linked incentives scheme to up
India’s share in global supply
chains can also leverage on it.

Terming 2020 as year like
never before, the Governor
warned of rising virus infec-
tions in parts of India as a
downside risk to growth and
added that certain advance
economies in Europe who are
also witnessing a surge in cases
can hurt global growth as well.
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India is in a position to play
a leading role in the global

arena not only in the healthcare
sector, but also in building the
post-Covid economy, Union
Minister Jitendra Singh said on
Thursday.

The nation has shown
remarkable resilience, and its
ability to rise to the occasion at
a short notice, reorienting itself
to the crisis has demonstrated
the underlying scientific tem-
perament, innovative think-
ing and strength of its medical
fraternity, he said while speak-
ing at a Ficci event.

“...it’s not a simple coinci-
dence that when we started off
into this pandemic...we were
short of ventilators, PPE kits
and now we are in a position to
export these items.

“So, that itself is a reflection
of our scientific fraternity - in
this case, of course, the medical
fraternity - rising to the occa-
sion at a short notice, and re-
orienting ourselves to a crisis,
which was actually alien to the
entire world, including in the
medical fraternity,” 
Singh said addressing the
‘Global R&D Summit 
2020’ organised by industry
body Ficci.

India is in a position to take
a “leading role” in the global
arena in the post COVID
times, not only in the health-
care but also in the building of
the post-pandemic economy,
said Singh, who is 
the Minister of State
(Independent Charge),
Development of North Eastern
Region (DoNER), MoS PMO,
Personnel, Public Grievances,
Pensions, Atomic Energy and
Space.
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Banking services across the
country were partially

impacted on Thursday as some
unions of public sector banks
participated in a one-day
nationwide strike called by
Central trade unions.

Operations such as cash
deposit and withdrawal and
cheque clearances were hit.
Bank unions claimed that in
the clearing grids, about 20
lakh cheques worth about Rs
18,000 crore could not be sent
for clearance due to the strike.
Even ATMs in some parts of
the country went dry.

However, the country’s

largest lender State Bank of
India (SBI) and private sector
banks were functional.

The All India Bank
Employees’ Association
(AIBEA), All India Bank
Officers Association (AIBOA)
and Bank Employees
Federation of India (BEFI)
participated in the strike.

Another bank officers’
union — All India Bank
Officers Confederation
(AIBOC) — did not participate
but extended “fraternal sup-
port” to the strike, its General
Secretary Soumya Datta said.

The unions have launched
the nationwide protest against
the proposed move of the gov-

ernment for privatisation of
public sector banks, he added.

The recent report of the
RBI’s Internal Working Group
on allowing large corporates to
enter into the banking sector
seems to be a sinister design to
provide another opportunity to
loot deposits of savers of the
country, he added.

It is an open secret that the
current problem of non-per-
forming assets (NPAs) is
because of fraud and fund
diversion by corporates, he
further said.

Ten central trade unions,
except the Bharatiya Mazdoor
Sangh, observed the nation-
wide general strike to protest

against various policies of the
central government.

AIBEA, which has four
lakh members from various
public, private and some for-
eign banks, in a release claimed
banking transactions were
affected in states like
Maharashtra, Andhra Pradesh,
Telangana, West Bengal, Uttar
Pradesh, Madhya Pradesh,
Delhi, Punjab, Gujarat,
Karnataka, Kerala and Bihar.

In Tamil Nadu, banks were
closed in 16 districts as the gov-
ernment declared a holiday
due to cyclone Nivar.

In Maharashtra, 30,000
bank employees joined the strike
and demonstrated before their

respective branches. In Mumbai,
around 200 bank employees
formed a human chain at
Horniman Circle, Fort area.

Many lenders had intimat-
ed their customers in advance to
use digital channels such as
internet/ mobile banking and
ATMs for their banking trans-
actions. Bank employees protest-
ed against privatisation of banks
and outsourcing and contract
system in jobs in the sector. They
also demanded adequate recruit-
ment in the sector, stern action
against big corporate defaulters,
increase in rate of interest on
bank deposits and reduction in
service charges.

Unions in the Life

Insurance Corporation of India
(LIC) and General Insurance
Corporation of India (GIC)
also participated in the strike.

The 10 central unions,
including the Indian National
Trade Union Congress
(INTUC), All India Trade
Union Congress (AITUC),
Hind Mazdoor Sabha (HMS),
Centre of Indian Trade Unions
(CITU), All India United Trade
Union Centre (AIUTUC),
Trade Union Coordination
Centre (TUCC) and Self-
Employed Women’s
Association (SEWA), called for
the general strike against the
new farm and labour laws,
among others.
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Prime Minister Narendra
Modi on Thursday

announced that there are huge
renewable energy deployment
plans for India for the next
decade which are likely to gen-
erate business prospects of
around $20 billion per year.

In his address after inau-
gurating the 3rd Global
Renewable Energy Investment
Meeting and Expo (RE-Invest
2020), through video confer-
encing, he invited investors,
developers and businesses to
join India’s renewable energy
journey.

He said that after the suc-
cess of Performance Linked
Incentives (PLI) in electronics
manufacturing, the govern-
ment has decided to give sim-
ilar incentives to high effi-
ciency solar modules, as per an
official statement.

Stressing that ensuring
‘ease of doing business’ is their
utmost priority and dedicated

Project Development Cells
have been established to facil-
itate investors, he said that in
the last 6 years, India has trav-
elled on an “unparalleled jour-
ney”.

The Prime Minister noted
that India’s renewable power
capacity is the fourth largest in
the world and is growing at the
fastest speed among all major
countries. The renewable ener-
gy capacity in India is currently
136 Giga Watts, which is about
36 per cent of its total capaci-
ty. He said that India’s annual
renewable energy capacity
addition has been exceeding
that of coal based thermal
power since 2017, and that in
the last six years, India has
increased installed renewable
energy capacity by two and half
times.

Modi was of the view that
investing in renewable energy
early on even when it was not
affordable has helped in achiev-
ing scale, which is bringing
costs down.
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Mumbai: Rising for the fifth
straight session, the rupee
appreciated 3 paise to close at
73.88 against the US dollar on
Thursday, tracking heavy buy-
ing in domestic equities and
sustained foreign fund inflows.

At the interbank forex mar-
ket, the domestic unit traded in
a narrow range as rising
COVID-19 cases offset positive
sentiments surrounding the
progress on the vaccine front.

The domestic unit opened
at 73.85 against the greenback
and witnessed an intra-day
high of 73.75 and a low of
73.89. PTI
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The first thing that
comes to mind when
you hear wedding bells
is a beautifully
bedecked bride, glow-

ing gorgeously, in her newfound
bliss. Everything at a wedding is
centred on her. However, that
glistening, smooth, blemish-free
skin and vibrant glow takes a lot
of discipline and a strict regime
to achieve. Every bride’s first
concern is how she is going to
look on the best day of her life.

Healthy skin is the first step
towards a confident self,
which makes for a proud
bride on the D-day. 

As the pandemic has
turned our lives upside down,
even weddings are a restricted
affair these days. The kind of
restrictions imposed on public
movements, including in work
areas like beauty parlours and
spas, brides stressed about the
absence of help regarding a
healthy skincare regime to get
ready before their wedding day. 

For the brides-to-be, Sandeep
Gupta, Chief Executive Officer of
e’clat, superior suggests skincare
tips to glow on your wedding day.

����� !"!#$% �&$%$ 
A visit to a good dermatolo-

gist is an auspicious start because
it is important to know where
your skin stands in terms of
skincare. Experts suggest that
you need to plan for this visit as
early as two months before your
D-day. If you plan early enough,
you will be able to discuss in
detail your skin concerns and it
will also give you time to address
those concerns. Skin issues like
acne, scars, pigmentation, pim-

ples etc trouble an average bride
more often than not. Though
doctors suggest starting skin
treatments at least six months
prior, two to three months’ time
can also give you the necessary
head start. Even if you are not
troubled by the aforementioned
skin issues, bringing on that nec-
essary glow to your face or uplift-
ing the skin is a task that a would-
be bride cannot do single-hand-
edly.

 '���$#' �% �� 
After your meeting with the

dermatologist, you can focus on
specific skincare treatments like
anti-pigmentation, tanning and
removal of dullness. Services like
Q-switch laser are becoming

increasingly popular among
brides preparing for their wed-
ding. Such services give you an
even-toned skin, improved tex-
ture and de-pigmentation. The
beauty of these treatments is
that you can customise them as
per your personal requirement
but, of course, under the able
guidance of your dermatologist.
In addition to the specialised skin
treatments, a would-be bride
also requires regular morning
and night skincare routine.

(" $�� ���!�)$)#��!( $)�
If you are already following

healthy and complete night-time
skincare, you can start your day
with just cleansing your face
with water. Using a Konjac

sponge or natural clays on your
face will give you all the benefits
of gentle exfoliation. After skin
cleansing, using a hydrosol or
toner adds a water barrier to your
skin and helps in providing a
good foundation for the rest of
the routine. The next thing to add
to your routine would be serums.
Till a few years back, serum was
not a part of a skincare regime in
India. However, with the intro-
duction of products like the facial
serum, the average Indian
woman has become aware of its
importance in achieving a bright,
correct skin. Some experts even
call a facial serum “the doer” for
the amount of change its regular
use can bring to you. 

Now moving on to moistur-
ising your skin with the help of
facial oil or a face balm. Most
experts ask brides to refrain from
using creams in favour of plant-
based products, which have min-
imal chance of side effects.
Towards the end of your skincare
routine, you must apply sun-
screen, a non-nano mineral sun-
screen being an ideal choice. If
you are one of those women who
believe that sunscreen is only to
be used if one is travelling out-
doors, you are far from the truth.
Present-day experts suggest using
sun protection regularly every
morning, whether you are going
out or staying indoors.
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At the end of the day, your

skincare routine shouldn’t be
much different from the one in
the morning. Start with cleansing
your skin of make-up or any other
residual material, giving the skin
time to breathe after making you

look good the whole day. Pamper
your skin some more by applying
a good serum. A suitable serum
can save your skin from
headaches like acne, hyper-pig-
mentation and anti-ageing. Then
comes the time to quench the
thirst of your skin with a good
hydrating agent or toner, which is
a watery product containing ben-
eficial ingredients like antioxi-
dants or humectants. Would-be
brides, who follow this routine
religiously, see a notable improve-
ment in the greasy feeling on their
skin.  At the end, a good mois-
turiser helps your skin settle in for
the night, and getting up fresh and
happy the next morning.
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Amidst the pandemic, organ-

ising a wedding can be a hectic
job to do. You may also have to
miss out on salon treatments as
well, owing to myriad reasons. In
such a scenario, facial steaming
relaxes your skin while detoxify-
ing it as well, leaving it glowing
and clean. Humectants like honey
and glycerine or hydrating aloe
vera gel also give you supple
skin, in absence of professional
beauty care. In case you have
uninterrupted access to a beauty
spa or parlour, experts also sug-
gest new-age treatments like
Hydra Facial MD and O2-derma
facials to de-stress your skin in the
run-up to the wedding day.

Every woman dreams of wak-
ing up with beautiful skin as a
bride. But apart from the beauty
sleep, your skin needs a lot to get
wedding-ready. With the help of
these skincare steps, you will
definitely be the most gorgeous
bride ever.

Logic should dictate that no car
should have an engine producing
“600” horsepower. Let me put

that number in a bit of perspective for
you. The two top-selling cars in India
for the month of October were the Swift
and the Baleno from the Maruti stable.
They both feature the venerable K12M
engine that produces 82 horsepower. So
both crazy cars that I am featuring here
produced seven times more power
than India’s best-selling cars. There is no
logical reason for the Audi RSQ8 and
the BMW X5M Competition to exist.
But they do, and my god, are these two
cars utterly, butterly maniacal.

First. Let us look at the Audi RS Q8,
which is definitely the best looking vehi-
cle in Audi’s line-up right now and when
Audi’s crazy engineers at the RS division
got their hands on it, they made it into
a vehicle that is as comfortable on the
ramp as she is in a fighting cage. A stun-
ner that can crush your windpipe in a
MMA bout — not someone to be
messed with. The twin-turbocharged
four-litre V8 engine spits out 600 horse-
power onto the asphalt, but could quite
as easily hum along on the highway as
well. It won’t be an economical drive, but
that is what you get when, well, logic
doesn’t apply.

Then again, the RSQ8, even with its
unique paints compared to the regular
Q8 is what you’d call a “sleeper”, sure the
23-inch wheels are a bit of a giveaway
but Audi’s RS cars have never really tried
to stand out from the normal. Until you
press your right foot down, the RSQ8
moves. It can touch 100 kilometres per
hour from a standing start in just 3.8
seconds and if you take the performance
pack, this car can touch in excess of 300
kilometres per hour (it is limited to 250
kmph in regular trim). Although there
is nowhere you can do that legally in
India, the Buddh International Circuit’s

straight is too short and unless you can
access Delhi Airport’s newer 4,000-

metre runways, doing so in this coun-

try is nearly impossible. Actually, for that
matter, hitting 300 anywhere in the
world is rather impossible other than
some small select stretches of German
autobahns (controlled-access highway
systems in Germany). The price for this
insanity — just �2.07 crore ex-show-
room. But tell what, this is cheaper than
other vehicles with a similar amount of
power, almost a crore cheaper than its
slightly more powerful Italian cousin,
the Lamborghini Urus and much less of
a show-off.

But the RSQ8 is not cheaper than
another rival from Germany, the BMW
X5M competition. The X5M may not
have the looks of the Audi. Think of the
BMW as Stipe Miocic and the Audi as
Valentina Shevchenko, sorry for my
UFC references here, but both these cars
are like UFC fighters are to the normal
human population. Actually, the BMW
goes just fast even though it has a teen-

sy-weensy bit more power. An addition-
al 25 horsepower but since it is bigger
boned (and bigger engined, with a 4.4
litre V8), it needs it. It is however, at
�1.96 lakh, one small hatchback cheap-
er than the Audi. 

I drove the BMW X5M
Competition for a couple of days, and
one aspect that where the BMW certain-
ly does shine out over the Audi is that
it definitely looks the part. Forget the
standard M-wing mirrors and rear dif-
fuser, the press car’s Tornado Red paint
scheme really stands out of the crowd.
You cannot mistake this for a standard
X5 even if the owner puts an outsourced
‘M’ badge on the car.

Also, quite honestly BMW’s overall
infotainment and display package is
superior to the Audi’s although I do like
the lower touchscreen interface on the
Audi. But those are minor things if you
buy vehicles like this. Last week, I asked
what the raison d’etre for the BMW
X3M Competition was, well for these
bigger, badder SUVs they exist to turn
dinosaur juice into noise, and both cars
deliver a stunning soundtrack. At traf-
fic lights, people who know will look at
you and want to hear the soundtrack.
There was a delicious irony in the fact
that I drove the X5M Competition a few
days after BMW unveiled their future
all-electric SUV, the BMW iX. More on
that in another column.

Of course, money makes little or no
difference when you buy such cars.
Fuelling them with high octane fuel will
not guarantee much range and the fig-
ures you’ll see on your fully digital dis-
plays that thanks to the cavernous fuel
tanks both cars enjoy. The folks who
actually put the money down to buy
vehicles that defy logic and physics
wouldn’t read columns like this. But if
they accidentally came across this, well,
these cars will not and do not need to
answer anyone. Heck, even Batman
doesn’t question the inmates in Arkham
Asylum.

The Indian film fraternity on Thursday
mourned the death of football legend

Diego Maradona on social media.
Maradona passed away at 60 of a mas-
sive cardiac arrest two weeks after being
discharged from hospital. He underwent
surgery for a blood clot in the brain.

Actor Shah Rukh Khan said that it
was Maradona, who made football beau-
tiful. “Diego Maradona... you made foot-
ball even more beautiful. You will be
sorely missed and may you entertain and
enthral heaven as you did this world.
RIP.” SRK wrote.

Malayalam icon Mohanlal called
him a legend. “Rest in Peace Legend
#diegomaradona #Legend,” he tweeted.

Actor Ranveer Singh was heartbro-
ken as he shared a picture of Maradona
along with a heartbreak emoji and the
hashtag #diegomaradona.

While actor Abhishek Bachchan
called Maradona “Greatest Of All Times”
(GOAT), actor Kareena Kapoor Khan
wrote, “Rest In Power.”

Veteran actor Anupam Kher said
there will never be another like the foot-
baller. “There will never be another
#DiegoMaradona. His game and his
story was inspirational. Especially dur-
ing my early difficult days in Mumbai,”
Anupam said.

Actor Karisma Kapoor shared a pic-
ture along with Maradona. She wrote,
“Had the honour of meeting this legend.
RIP #diegomaradona.”

Filmmaker Asif Kapadia, who made
a documentary on the life of the foot-
baller, wrote, “Can’t quite believe DM has
gone. Hard to process. He always seemed
indestructible. I had 10 hours with the
man! I touched his left foot. We did our
best to show the world the man, the
myth, the fighter he was. The greatest
#legend #DiegoMaradona
@MaradonaMovie #Diego #maradona”

While actor Riteish Deshmukh said,
“GOAT #DiegoMaradona #Rip Legend”;
actor Kunal Kemmu just shared a heart-
break emoji.

Actor Randeep Hooda said, “Adios
Maradona.”

Filmmaker Madhur Bhandarkar said
that football has lost one of its greatest
icons, he wrote, “A true legend. RIP
#diegomaradona.” Filmmaker Boney
Kapoor bid his adieu to the “god of foot-
ball.” —IANS
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The entire world has been
shook by the massive impact
of the unprecedented events

taking place this year due to the
pandemic. With the initial lock-
down across the world, indus-
tries, corporates or even small
businesses and lives attached to
them have felt the tremor, which
has brought upon a big change to
how the world functions. Likewise,
the operations and executions in
businesses post lockdown have
also gone through a great deal of
transformation, keeping in mind
the new normal. 

During the pandemic, as
schools and colleges were shut, it
had pushed educators to redesign
the mechanism of imparting
lessons. ‘Digital learning’ emerged
as a saviour to many, and it is no
longer limited to just online class-
es but also the entire content has
been curated to make it suitable for
remote learning with the help of
technology. 

Hospitality is a service business
and irrespective of the digital
endeavours, the human touch can-
not be replaced. The pandemic has
left an impact on hospitality edu-
cation as well, hence, it is of para-
mount importance that the cur-
riculum be updated with the
changing times. The overall indus-
try is heading towards a change,
which the educators also eventu-
ally need to adopt. They are the pil-
lars who shall be training the
workforce of the future, and hence,
need to keep students abreast with
the latest changes in the industry,
and evolution of industry require-
ments. The one size fits all solu-
tions are things of the past. For sus-
tained growth in the hospitality
industry, there are three pillars that

one need to follow — adherence to
health and safety protocol, all-
round training and mental train-
ing.

The key focus, currently, has
been directed to health and safety
protocols, which should be fol-
lowed to ensure all the operations
are compliant with the protocols.
It is vital that students are well-
versed with the changing times and
the importance of following
hygiene protocols. It should form
a key aspect of restaurant training
including vocabulary and measures
used by the industry such as “clin-
ically clean” and “sanitised clean-
ing”. There is also a need for
developing newer technologies,
which can help the students in
being safe in their training proce-
dure. 

Providing guests with con-
tact-less services, especially during
food servicing and preparation is
very important. To ensure proto-
cols and social distancing are
being followed, the whole kitchen
area can be divided into smaller
segments — critical operation
area, non-critical area and pre-
preparation area. We also need to
educate students on usage of 100
ppm chlorine for sanitising non-
vegetarian items and 50 ppm chlo-
rine for vegetarian items, cost
management during crises period
and shift towards self-service fea-
tures via latest technologies.

COVID-19 has highlighted
how quickly the demand for online
ordering accelerated, and kitchens
are getting smaller in order to fol-
low social distancing norms. With
practically every restaurant adopt-
ing some form of online food
delivery, it is important for culi-
nary students to emerge as all-

rounders with training in front and
back management of restaurants,
operations, guest relations and
kitchen operations.

With changing times, high
touch points such as no contact
services, the preparations using
hygienic cookery utensils, new
SOPs while guest room making,
front desk operations while main-
taining social distancing guidelines
need to be included in the curricu-
lum. It is crucial for educators to
make sure a holistic understanding
of not only core revenue operations
but the understanding of allied
departments such as revenue man-
agement, audits should be given to
the students. They should be able
to connect the dots and make the
best out of each situation. It is also

advisable for culinary schools to
adopt short term courses which
gives the students the required
know-how of all segments which
is needed in today’s times. 

There needs to be an increased
focus on digital courses as well,
which can help the students ven-
ture into a space beyond hospital-
ity. The services industry is large,
and with the right kind of training,
the students can opt for courses in
sales and marketing, customer
relationships and reputation man-
agement as well. 

Last, but not the least, the third
aspect is mental training. As the
country continues to battle against
the novel Coronavirus, there is a
growing crisis among young adults
struggling with mental health

problems, including anxiety and
depression. We all know that hos-
pitality is one of the most challeng-
ing industries, and to work in these
stiff times, it is crucial for one to
be mentally fit. Hence, it would be
a wise idea to include mental
health training and exercises in the
curriculum. 

It has indeed become crucial
for the curriculum to go through
complete rework to operate in the
new normal. There should be a
special emphasis on how to work
under crisis, since the pandemic is
far from over. The workforce of
tomorrow shall be trained to work
under situations that warrant to act
out of their comfort zone. The pan-
demic has propelled us to move
towards adopting a format of new

learning, which focusses on the
concept of applicability of new
learnings which are relatable, dri-
ven by results and are extremely
interactive. This step is much
needed in hospitality education.
The time has come for the educa-
tors to stand against all odds,
keep the momentum going and
always keep the smile alive no mat-
ter what the situation is. 

To sum up, if you are a student
who aspires to walk on this road,
my advice would be to toughen
yourself up, both physically and
mentally. The focus should be on
developing your skills as this can
be a challenging profession. 

(The writer is the senior exec-
utive chef at The Ashok Hotel,

New Delhi.)
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Anew world and a differ-
ent shade of retro blue
awaits a circumspect

Indian cricket team which re-
enters the international arena
without a white-ball colossus
in Rohit Sharma, facing the
might of a menacing Australia
in the first ODI at Sydney
Cricket Ground on Friday.

The absence of an injured
Rohit Sharma will certainly
leave a gaping hole at the top
of the order, something that
skipper Virat Kohli wouldn’t
have fancied at the onset of a
gruelling two-month tour.

Kohli’s men, who had been
on a Covid-enforced interna-
tional break since the disas-
trous away series against New
Zealand that ended early
March, now kick-start their
international calendar in a
series where a lot of probing
questions are expected to be
asked.

For those who believe in
superstition, the return of the
1992 World Cup’s navy blue
jersey isn’t a good omen as one
of India’s worst performances
(7th in 9 teams) happened in
that particular edition.

For the more pragmatic, it
will be more about how Kohli’s
men get their combination
right in the absence of Rohit,
whose injury has been a topic
of national debate.

Whether it’s the young
Shubman Gill or the slightly
more experienced Mayank
Agarwal, whoever partners an
in-form Shikhar Dhawan, the
challenge of facing a Mitchell
Starc or a Pat Cummins first
up will still be an onerous one.

So ‘King Kohli’ again has
his task cut out as he gears up
to combat a high quality pace
attack, which is likely to be
complemented by the wrist

spin of Adam Zampa, who has
at times been the Indian cap-
tain’s nemesis.

Facing an Australia team
in their own backyard with a
Steve Smith, who is getting
back his rhythm, an eternally
hungry David Warner and a
future great in Marnus
Labuschagne isn’t the best of
propositions and thus some
priorities will be tested.

For the next two years, 50-
over cricket is the least impor-

tant format, so will it be a
“win-at-all-costs” approach by
Kohli and coach Ravi Shastri
or a more easygoing mindset
keeping the Test series in
mind.

For starters, Jasprit
Bumrah and Mohammed
Shami could both start but the
team management may have
to rest one of the two alternate-
ly, keeping in mind their
importance in the more tradi-
tional format.

Hence Shardul Thakur
and Navdeep Saini need to up
their respective games by a few
notches if one of the two
seniors are rested.

But do they have the
wherewithal to trouble a world
class Australian top-order,
which can be destructive on
most days?

Then there will be an acid
test in store for KL Rahul, a
stylish batsman, who will have
to find those gaps with ease,

expect his skipper to have a ear
for his suggestions and take
those tricky DRS calls while
successfully reading
Yuzvendra Chahal’s googlies
behind the stumps.

An enviable template has
been set by “that genius from
Ranchi” and Rahul, of all peo-
ple, will be the first to admit
that his position is an unenvi-
able one.

It’s an inspired move to
ensure an extra batting or
bowling option that will lend
the necessary balance to side,
something that has been com-
promised a bit because of
Hardik Pandya’s inability to
bowl due to an earlier case of
stress fracture.

If it is Pandya’s explosive
hitting at No 6 or 7 that will
give his captain the confi-
dence to play two spinners,
Shreyas Iyer’s show at No 4
during the last tour remains a
feel good factor for the visitors.

Chahal could be the man
that the Australian middle-
order, especially the likes of
Marcus Stonis, Glenn Maxwell
and Alex Carey, would be
wary of.

But in the absence of a
steady death bowler like
Bhuvneshwar Kumar, Bumrah
will once again be expected to
carry the maximum work-
load.

The premier slinger
wouldn’t mind if rival skipper
Aaron Finch once again find
him in his nightmares.

The three ODIs will be fol-
lowed by as many T20
Internationals before the Test
series beginning December
17.

The series will see a return
of the in-stadia crowds with
Cricket Australia approving
occupancy of 50 per cent of
the available seats. CA had
stated that the tickets have
been sold out.
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The workload of premier fast
bowlers Jasprit Bumrah

and Mohammed Shami is of
paramount importance to
India captain Virat Kohli and
he said it will be closely mon-
itored and managed during the
white-ball series against
Australia to keep them in good
shape for the Tests.

It is expected that Shami
and Bumrah, in the absence of
an injured Ishant Sharma, will
have to the carry the bulk of
the burden during the Test
series and they will be rotat-
ed during the ODIs
and T20
Internationals start-
ing from Friday.

“It’s a no-
brainer. They
have gone
through a full
IPL. It will be
important to
monitor their
work lo ad ,”
Kohli said on
the eve of the

first ODI.
“You want to see how peo-

ple react to different situations.
There is a fine balance that you
need to maintain, something
we have managed to do for the
last few years,” Kohli said.

“That is why our bowlers
have been fit and available for
the important matches most of
the times for us. It is an impor-
tant factor for me as a captain.
It is going to be crucial.”

Kohli said that
youngsters will be tried
out during these two
series.

“Yes, we have defi-
nitely discussed those

things. There are a
lot of young guys
in the squad.

“It is a great
opportunity for
them to realise
something new
about their game.

It’s a very important
series for them.
Definitely looking for-
ward to seeing how
they shape up.”

����� 1=��
=

India captain Virat Kohli on
Thursday didn’t hide his dis-

pleasure at the Rohit Sharma
injury saga stating that “confu-
sion and lack of clarity” has led
to the team management play-
ing a “waiting game” on his
availability which is not ideal.

Answering media queries
online ahead of the ODI series,
Kohli said Rohit was said to be
unavailable before the selection
committee meeting earlier this
month.

“Before the selection meet-
ing, we got a mail that he is
unavailable, that he has picked
up an injury during the IPL. It
said that the pros and cons of
the injury were explained to
him and he understood and he
was unavailable,” Kohli said.

The Indian captain’s view
did open a pandora’s box about

whether he and his white ball
deputy have been communicat-
ing on various sensitive issues
pertaining to the team.

Rohit, who is nursing a left

hamstring injury is doing is
rehab at the National Cricket
Academy in Bengaluru and is
still three weeks away from full
match fitness but a 14-day hard
quarantine (without training)
would rule him out of the Test
series, starting December 17.

He played in the IPL with-
in days of being left out of the
Australia tour before being
subsequently added to the Test
squad.

“After that (the selection
meeting) he played in the IPL
and we all thought he would be
on that flight to Australia and
we had no information on
why he is not travelling with us.
There has been no information,
there has been lack of clarity,”
Kohli said.

“We have been playing the
waiting game,” he added.

Kohli said that Rohit’s next
assessment at the NCA will

happen on December 11 and
right now it’s a waiting game for
the team sitting in Australia.

“The only other informa-
tion we got is that he is in NCA
and he is being assessed and he
will again be assessed on 11th
December. It’s not ideal at all.
It’s been very confusing and a
lot of uncertainty and lack of
clarity around the situation,”
the skipper’s irritation was pal-
pable.

In fact, Kohli just like it has
been reported, said that now
Rohit and pacer Ishant Sharma,
who is recovering from a side
strain, arriving in Australia is
not certain given the strict 14-
day quarantine enforcement
here.

“Right now, there is so
much uncertainty and whether
they are going to make it and
if they are going to make it at
all or not.”

�	����	(�	' Six touring
Pakistan cricketers have tested
positive for Covid-19 here, New
Zealand Cricket announced on
Thursday, alleging a breach of
the bio-secure protocol by the
visitors who have been asked
not train in quarantine and
issued a “final warning”.

A jumbo 53-strong Pakistan
squad, led by Babar Azam,
arrived in New Zealand on
Tuesday and is serving a
mandatory 14-day quarantine
period as per Covid-19 proto-
col.

“Two of these six results
have been deemed ‘historical’;
four have been confirmed as
new,” NZC said in a statement
without revealing the names of
the players who have tested pos-
itive for the dreaded virus.

All six members of the
squad will be moved to the
quarantine arm of a managed
isolation facility. Pakistan are
here for three T20
Internationals and two Tests.
The series begins December 18
in Auckland. PTI
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Australian skipper Aaron
Finch on Thursday said

India have enough quality in
their ODI squad to replace a
great batsman like Rohit
Sharma, who is back home
nursing a hamstring injury.

The in-form Mayank
Agarwal is likely to open with
Shikhar Dhawan in Rohit’s
absence in the ODI series.

“He is obviously a great
player and someone who has
had quite a bit of success

against us in the past. It (Rohit’s
injury) is unfortunate,” Finch
said in a virtual media interac-
tion ahead of the series open-
er

“You want to play against
the best players all the time but
whoever he is going to replace
him, possibly Mayank, he has
been in great form as well. So
you take away a lot of experi-
ence but you also bring in
another quality player.”

Finch was Virat Kohli’s
teammate at Royal Challengers
Bangalore during the IPL and
was asked if he noticed in
weaknesses in India skipper’s
game.

“He doesn’t have too many
to be honest. If you look at his
record it is second to none. We
have to keep looking get him
out. When you go away from
that and look to contain play-
ers you can sort of miss a trick
there,” Finch said.

“There are not too many
chinks in his armour, he is
probably the best one day play-
er of all time.”
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Robert Lewandowski set
Bayern Munich on the way

to a 3-1 Champions League win
over Salzburg on Wednesday as
the holders joined Manchester
City in qualifying for the last 16
with two group games to spare,
while Liverpool went down to
defeat and Marseille are now
the owners of an unwanted
record.

On a night when clubs
marked news of the death of
Diego Maradona by holding a
minute’s silence in memory of
the Argentine before all
Champions League games,
Bayern eased to a record-
extending 15th straight win in
the competition.

Six-time European cham-
pions Liverpool are not yet sure
of progressing to the next
round after going down 2-0 to
Atalanta at Anfield.

Three weeks after beating
the same side 5-0 in Italy,
Liverpool struggled with a
weakened starting line-up, and
Josip Ilicic put Atalanta in

front on the hour mark before
German international Robin
Gosens got the second goal.

“A deserved defeat in a dif-
ficult game,” was how Liverpool
manager Jurgen Klopp
summed up the game.

Liverpool are top of Group
D on nine points, two points
clear of Atalanta and Ajax,
who were 3-1 winners at home
to Midtjylland.

Ajax go to Liverpool next
week.

For Bayern, Lewandowski
scored the opener just before
half-time at an empty Allianz
Arena, his 14th goal of the sea-
son and also his 71st altogeth-
er in the Champions League,
leaving him level with Real
Madrid great Raul in third
place on the all-time list behind
Cristiano Ronaldo (131) and

Lionel Messi (118).
Kingsley Coman scored

Bayern’s second and then
crossed for Leroy Sane to head
in their third, before Mergim
Berisha pulled a goal back for
the Austrian champions.

Marc Roca was sent
off for Bayern, but they
have a maximum 12
points and are guaranteed
to advance as Group A
winners, while Atletico
Madrid sit second but
continue to toil in Europe
this season after being
held 0-0 at home by Lokomotiv
Moscow.

Pep Guardiola’s City earli-
er secured progress as Phil
Foden swept in from a Raheem
Sterling back-heel to secure a
1-0 win away to Olympiakos in
Greece, their fourth win out of
four in Group C.

Second-place Porto are on
the brink of joining them in
qualifying after a 2-0 win at
Marseille, which was the
French side’s 13th consecutive
defeat in the competition
stretching over three cam-

paigns going back to 2011-12.
Meanwhile, Inter Milan

are on the brink of being elim-
inated in the group stage after
Arturo Vidal was sent off as
they went down 2-0 at home to
Real Madrid.

Eden Hazard gave
the visitors an early
lead from the penalty
spot at San Siro for his
first Champions
League goal in a Real
shirt, and Vidal was
sent off before the
break after seeing two

yellow cards for dissent in
quick succession.

A Rodrygo shot went in off
Achraf Hakimi in the second
half to make it 2-0, and Real are
now on course to qualify from
Group B after losing 3-2 at
home to Shakhtar Donetsk in
their first game.

Shakhtar lost 4-0 to
Borussia Moenchengladbach,
with Lars Stindl scoring a
penalty and Nico Elvedi, Breel
Embolo and Oscar Wendt also
on target to keep the Germans
on top of the group.
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6 Pak cricketers
test Covid +ve
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His promise to bring “big-
time” football to India

remained unfulfilled as Diego
Maradona died on Wednesday
at the age of 60 after cheating
death more than once, leaving
a cricket-mad nation devastat-
ed in an appropriate reflection
of his immortal status.

Many will remember the
way he swayed, slithered and
slalomed during his epochal
World Cup triumph in 1986 in
Mexico. A lot many in the ‘City
of Joy’ will recall how a little
bulky version of Maradona
huffed and puffed during a
charity football game in
Kolkata three years ago.

He played against Indian
cricket great Sourav Ganguly,
who reacted to his death by
saying that he lost his hero.

Shock and disbelief
gripped football-crazy Kerala as
fans recalled the iconic foot-
baller, who had visited the
southern state for two days in
October 2012 for a private
event.

The Argentine legend, who was
57 when he came to Kolkata in 2017,
had managed to dribble, show
glimpses of his deft left foot and even
crooned Spanish songs, as he sweat-
ed it out with a bunch of school chil-

dren and bid them adieu with a
promise to “bring football” to India.

In another tribute, the Goa gov-
ernment will install the life-size
statue of late Argentine football leg-
end Diego Maradona in the coastal

belt of North district by early next
year, a senior minister said.

Maradona’s statue is already
under making with a Maharashtra-
based artist working on the mould,
Calangute MLA and state Ports

Minister Michael Lobo told PTI.
In December 2017, he turned up

in shorts in Kolkata, enjoyed every
bit of the maddening attention even
though the gruelling session literal-
ly drained him as he was seen

drenched in sweat, pouring water on
his head.

But he had no complaints and
was eloquent in his three-minute
Spanish speech.

“I’m here for football... It is a big

step, that we take to uplift football in
India,” he said about his three-day
private trip which was co-spon-
sored by a local politician among
others, nearly nine years after his first
visit to the city.


