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Madhya Pradesh, which is
known as the “tiger State”

of India, has lost 26 striped ani-
mals so far this year, as per the
National Tiger Conservation
Authority (NTCA). Reacting to
it, Madhya Pradesh Forest
Minister Vijay Shah told PTI
that the average death rate of
tigers was less compared to
their birth rate in the State in
last six years.

According to the NTCA
website, out of the 26 tiger
deaths reported since April
this year, MP lost 21 felines
inside the tiger reserves, includ-
ing 10 in the Bandhavgarh
Tiger Reserve. No tiger death
was reported in the first three
months of this year, as per the
data. In 2019, the State lost 28
tigers while three cases of
seizures of body parts due to
poaching were also 
reported. 
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The Drugs Controller
General of India (DCGI)

has initiated probe into the
complaint  by a  Chennai-based
volunteers  about alleged

adverse complications  report-
ed in a CoviShield vaccine
trial.  While the volunteer has
demanded  Rs 5 crore com-
pensation for causing medical
complications, the  Serum
Institute of India (SII) has also
served a legal notice seeking
damages of �100 crore from
him,  calling his compliant
“malicious.”

According to reports, the
40-year-old Chennai-based
business consultant, who was a
volunteer for the third phase of

the vaccine trial conducted by
Pune-based Serum Institute of
India (SII), has sought Rs 5
crore compensation for alleged-
ly suffering serious neurologi-
cal and psychological symp-
toms after taking the dose.

He was administered the
shot at Chennai’s Sri
Ramachandra Institute of
Higher Education and
Research (SRIHER), one of
the trial sites on October 1.

Now on his behalf, a law
firm has  sent a legal notice to

Director General, ICMR, Drugs
Controller General of India,
DCGI, CEO, Astra Zeneca UK,
Professor Andrew Pollard, Chief
Investigator, Oxford Vaccine
Trial and Vice Chancellor of Sri
Ramachandra Higher
Education and Research.

The man has sought a
compensation of Rs 5 crore and
that the testing, manufacturing
and distribution of the vaccine
be stopped immediately. The
SII has partnered with British-
Swedish biopharmaceutical
giant AstraZeneca AstraZeneca
for manufacturing the Oxford
vaccine candidate for 
Covid-19.

On its part, issuing notice
against the complainant, SII
refuted the allegation, terming
his claims “malicious and mis-
conceived in nature”. The Pune-
based pharma giant claimed
that “there is absolutely no
correlation with the vaccine
trial and the medical condition
of the volunteer”.

“The allegations in the
notice are malicious and mis-
conceived. While the Serum
Institute of India is sympathetic
with the volunteer’s medical
condition, there is absolutely no
correlation with the vaccine
trial and the medical condition
of the volunteer. 
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In the backdrop of demand by
farmers for guaranteeing

Minimum Support Price for
their produce, Prime Minister
Narendra Modi on Sunday
asserted that new farm laws
have opened “new doors of
opportunities” and benefits for
famers and that “awareness”
was key to progress in life.

Addressing the nation
through his monthly radio
programme ‘Mann Ki Baat’,
Modi touched on the varied
issues including coronavirus
pandemic and need to preserve
cultural heritage.

Even as hundreds of farm-
ers continue protest against
the Centre’s farm laws which
have been described “anti-
farmer”, Prime Minister
stressed that these farm laws
had broken the shackles of
various farmers and begun to
lessen their problems.

Giving example of one
farmer Jitendra, he said the

farmer was not getting full-pay-
ment of his produce sold and
he made use of new farm laws
to receive payment with the
intervention of District
Magistrate who, according to
new farm laws, is mandated to
solve payment problem within
one month.

“Don’t be carried away by
rumours, be aware”, Modi said.

Similarly, Modi gave exam-
ple of a Haryana farmer
Virendra Yadav who he said
sold his “parali” to paper mill
to earn Rs 1.50 crore in two
years. “Jagrukta hi Jeevantata
hain”, he said seeking people to
be fully aware about develop-
ments around 
them.

The PM said while coron-
avirus vaccine is still on its way,
“any carelessness could be fatal”
during the pandemic.

New Delhi: A 55-year-old man from Punjab was
burnt alive after the car in which he was sleeping
caught fire on Saturday night near the Delhi-
Haryana border. Janak Raj had come to Delhi bor-
der to express solidarity with the agitating farmers.
A tractor repairman, he had gone to Delhi to vol-
untarily fix tractors that were being used by farmers
camping near Delhi, to protest against the Centre’s
agricultural laws that were passed recently.
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Aday after Union Home
Minister Amit Shah held

out an olive branch to farmers
protesting at Delhi’s borders for
four days against the new farm
laws for talks anytime provid-
ed they move to the Burari
ground, the farmers on Sunday
rejected Shah’s offer and said
they will not accept any con-
ditional dialogue and threat-
ened to block all five entry
points to the national Capital.

The All India Kisan
Sangharsh Coordination
Committee (AIKSCC) on
Sunday demanded the the
Centre to name and authorise
a Cabinet committee or a group
of Ministers for future discus-
sions with the farmers.

“The condition laid down
by Home Minister Amit Shah
is not acceptable to us. We will
not hold any conditional talks.
We reject the government’s
offer. The blockade will not
end. We will block all five
entry point to Delhi... The
condition put for talks is an
insult to farmers. 

“We will never go to
Burari. It is not a park but an
open jail,” Surjeet S Phul,
Bhartiya Kisan Union’s Punjab
president, told reporters.

Reacting to their demands,
the Centre on Sunday once
again appealed to the farmers
to shift to a ground in Delhi’s

Burari and said a high-level
team of Union Ministers is
ready to hold talks with them
at the capital’s Vigyan Bhavan
once they move to the desig-
nated place.

Later in the evening, Shah,
Defence Minister Rajnath
Singh and Agriculture Minister
Narendra Singh Tomar held
deliberations over the farmers’
protest against the three
Central farm laws with BJP
president JP Nadda. 

As the standoff showed no
signs of easing, Prime Minister
Narendra Modi again batted for
the new laws in his monthly
radio address.  Shah on Sunday
said they were meant for the
welfare of farmers and called
their agitation apolitical. 

Speaking to reporters, he
said, “The new farm laws are
meant for the welfare of farm-
ers. After a long time the farmer
is going to come out of a locked
system. Whoever wants to
oppose it politically let them do
it. I have never said the farmers
protest is political and would
never say (that it is political).”

The Home Ministry too
assured the farmers’ organisa-
tions that a high-level team of
Union Ministers will talk to
them once the protesters move
to the designated site. A meet-
ing of over 30 farmer groups
was held to discuss Shah’s offer
for talks before the scheduled
date of December 3 once they

move to Burari in the city, but
thousands of protesters refused
to budge and prepared for
spending another night in the
cold at the Singhu and Tikri
border points. Their represen-
tatives said Shah’s condition
that they shift the protest is not
acceptable and claimed Burari
ground is an “open 
jail”. 

New Delhi: The All India Kisan Sangharsh
Coordination Committee (AIKSCC) has
decided to intensify stir, protests to start in
other States from December 1. The AIKSCC
has asked all farmers’ organisations to
immediately mobilise farmers to Delhi and
to hold protests across the country from
December 1.
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Ganjam district’s Gopalpur
MLA and former Higher

Education Minister Pradeep
Panigrahi was on Sunday
expelled from the primary
membership of the Biju Janata
Dal (BDJ) for his “anti-people
activities”.

By the order of BJD presi-
dent Naveen Patnaik, the leg-
islator was sacked from the rul-
ing party with immediate
effect.

The action against
Panigrahi was obviously taken
after his alleged association
with tainted arrested IFS offi-
cer Abhay Kant Pathak and his
son Akash Kumar Pathak and
involvement in Akash’s job
fraud came to the fore in
media.

Panigrahi landed in trou-
ble after the Tata Motors
Limited (TML) recently lodged
a complaint with the State
Crime Branch police against
Akash Pathak accusing him of
committing cheating, forgery
and impersonating as the man-
aging director of the company.

The company in its FIR
mentioned that Akash had
taken huge amounts of money
fraudulently from unemployed
youths alluring them of pro-
viding jobs in the Tata Motors.
Akash projected himself as the
MD of Tata Motor Pune
Passenger Division and CEO-

designate.
Interestingly, Panigrahi, in

his reaction at a Press confer-
ence, advocated in favour of
Abhay and Akash stating that
the father-son duo is quite
honest and are being framed
with ulterior motive. His spir-
ited defence of Abhay and
Akash appeared to have justi-
fied his expulsion from the
BJD.

Panigrahi, who admitted
that his daughter was scheduled
to marry Akash Pathak on
December 11, denied his
involvement in any corruption,
particularly in Ganjam, where

he was the Chief Minister’s rep-
resentative in the CM’s Hinjili
constituency. 

BJD State secretary Subash
Maharana, Brahmapur MP
Chandra Sekhar Sahu, former
MLA Dr Ramesh Chandra
Chyau Pattnaik and several
other leaders and intellectuals
of Berhampur justified Naveen
Patnaik’s action against
Panigrahi.

Senior Ganjam BJP leader
Kanhu Charan Pati and BJP
district president Bibhuti Jena
strongly demanded immediate
arrest of Panigrahi in public
interest.
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In the backdrop of BJD MLA
Pradeep Panigrahi’s expul-

sion from the BJD on Sunday,
Opposition BJP in the State
Assembly further intensified its
demand for expulsion of
Minister Arun Kumar Sahoo
from the Cabinet for his alleged
role in the case of murder of
five-year-old girl Pari of
Jadupur village in Nayagarh
district.

The party also reiterated its
demand for a CBI probe into
the case.

The BJP members contin-
ued creating ruckus in the
House over the Pari issue, for
which Speaker Surjya Narayan
Patro adjourned the proceed-

ings initially till 11.30 am and
later till 3 pm. BJP Deputy
Leader in the Assembly Mohan
Majhi tried to climb unto the
S p e a k e r ’ s
podium.

Besides, BJP MLAs also
staged a dharna near the
Mahatma Gandhi statue in the
Assembly premises holding
banners and placards to press
for their demands.

On the other hand,
Congress Whip Tara Prasad
Bahinipati during the Zero
Hour in the Assembly raised
the matter of MLA Pradeep
Panigrahi’s expulsion from the
BJD and alleged his association
with arrested and suspended
IFS officer Abhay Kant Pathak
and his son Akash Kumar
Pathak.

Bahinipati further alleged
that several leaders of the rul-
ing party and non-Odia officers
are involved in corruption in
the State.

Leader of Opposition

Pradipta Naik of BJP told
reporters at his party office that
the Congress entered into a
nexus with the ruling BJD in
the Assembly on the demand
for Arun Sahoo’s ouster from
the Cabinet.

Political observers specu-
lated whether Naveen Patnaik,
after acting against Pradeep
Panigrahi, would also remove
Sahoo from his Cabinet  for the
sake of his Government’s clean
image.
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State Assembly Speaker
Surjya Narayan Patro on

Sunday adjourned the House
sine die ahead of 30 scheduled
business days of the Winter
Session, which ran only for 10
business days.

Government Chief Whip
Pramila Mallik moved a pro-
posal for adjournment of the
House for an indefinite period,
which was supported by BJD
member Amar Prasad Satpathy
and Parliamentary Affairs
Minister Bikram Keshari
Arukha.

Opposing the ruling party’s

proposal, Congress member
Tara Prasad Bahinipati said
there were lots of issues to be
discussed while debates on
adjournment notices were yet
to be held. The Government
did not take the Opposition
into confidence on the sine-die
adjournment proposal. There
was a need to run the House for
a few more days, he stated.

In afternoon, the House
passed the First Appropriation
Bill of Rs 11,700 crore for

2020-21 amid the ruckus.
Replaying to the debate

on the Bill, Finance Minister
Niranjan Pujari said the funds
would be utilised for Covid-19
management, welfare schemes
and developmental 
projects.

He said Rs 7,199 crore is
meant for development spend-
ing, which is 97% of the
Programme Expenditure and
priority is given for social and
economic development.
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Aharmonious coordination
between legislature, exec-

utive and judiciary is one of the
crucial aspects that concern
governance. And incidentally,
this has been the theme of a
two-day 80th All India
Presiding Officers’ Conference
in Gujarat and, most signifi-
cantly, it was addressed by the

President, the Vice-President
and the Prime Minister on
such a crucial issue. Speaking
on the concluding day, which
also happened to be the 71st
Constitution Day, Prime
Minister Narendra Modi
underlined the significance of
“Maryada” or the limitations of
each branch of the government
or the separation of powers. He
also spoke about the checks
and balances inherent in the
Constitutional scheme of gov-
ernance, including the institu-
tional course-correction mech-
anism in case of any eventual-
ity of deviation from the
Constitutionally-sanctioned
format.

According to the Prime
Minister, there is a connection
between the endeavour to har-
monise the functioning of the
three branches of the govern-
ment and the “people’s trust”.
The Prime Minister seemed to

be insisting on “Jan Bhagidari”
(people’s participation) in gov-
ernance through connecting
them with Constitution, which
they gave to themselves and
making constitutional ethos
and language more popular
with the younger generation.
On the other hand, President
Ram Nath Kovind emphasised
more on the role of the
Opposition and the require-
ment for deliberation with the
ruling party. However, Vice-
President Venkaiah Naidu was
more attached to the theme and
spoke of the “excesses” of the
executive and legislature,
according to him, the “violation
of rights and liberties of citizens
by the executive at times is too
visible. At times, the legislature
too has crossed the line …”,
Besides, concerns were also
expressed by the Vice-President
about the increasing distur-
bances of balance between the

various institutions under the
Constitution.

The Vice-President was
quite sceptical and critical
about the judicial “overreach”
and shrinking ground for the
“jurisdictional sanctity
enshrined in the Constitution”
and also tended to beckon
towards judicial interventions
on matters ranging from fire-
works on Diwali to denying the
executive to play a role in judi-
cial appointments in the high-
er judiciary. Which, according
to him, has led to “avoidable
blurring of contours demar-
cated by the Constitution”. 

However, the concerns
with some other quarters of this

democracy have been different
from the concerns expressed by
the Vice-President. Some of the
views have been contrary to the
government, like, ‘it is actual-
ly the political executive which
has been using its brute major-
ity to get its way through many
controversial issues’ and that,
‘the judiciary is not keeping up
to the need of the hour to keep
the balance between the three
branches of the government
and the monopolies in gover-
nance, basing upon the whims
of the government’. To put it in
another way, there is no deny-
ing that there are instances of
judicial overreach or judicial
activism but the discontent
remains in the judiciary’s
unwillingness to be the con-
science keeper of the executive
and to remind it the limits of
its power.

There is no denying that,
there is a need to introspect

about the disturbed constitu-
tional balance but not essen-
tially the way the Vice-
President wanted it to be. It is
important that the executive
must self-aware itself about
the fact that how much uncon-
stitutional it is to use majority
or majoritarian principle to
suppress reasoned voices of
the opposition and that it does
more disservice than benefit to
the nation.

It is also important that the
executive should understand
that the separation of power is
important to be preserved as
‘democracy’ is such a ‘magic
wand’ that, it can any moment
lead to changing of sides, those
constituting treasury benches
may find themselves in oppo-
sition in some point of time
and vice-versa. And therefore,
preserving separation of power
shall benefit all, respecting dis-
sent shall benefit and shall

secure greater national interest
and collective good.

The Doctrine of Separation
of Powers was propounded by
Montesquieu in ‘De l’espirit des
lois’ although it was first pro-
posed by John Locke to sepa-
rate the legislative power into
discontinuous legislative power,
continuous legislative power
and federative power. And in
1787, the founding fathers of
the United States of America
took this principle into the
frames of their constitution.
Since Montesquieu believed in
his theory that the same person
should not form part of more
than one of the three branch-
es of the government.

And the Supreme Court of
India has in cases like IR
Coelho v. State of Tamil Nadu
and Indira Gandhi v. Raj
Narain has observed that the
separation of powers was lim-
ited in the Indian context

unlike the United States.
Irrespective of this, it is impor-
tant to protect and preserve the
kind of separation of power
inherently designed within the
Constitutional framework.

The separation of powers
doctrine contemplates a system
where powers are delegated by
the Constitution to the three
branches of the government
and, thereby, exactly drawing
the contours of the jurisdiction
of each such branch along with
reasonable grounds of tres-
pass into each other’s domain
for ease of business and in
greater national interest.

(The writer is a lawyer and
public policy expert and a
Distinguished Adjunct Professor
of Law and Media Studies at
School of Mass Communication,
KIIT University. He can be
reached at
sjyotiranjan3@gmail.com.)
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The daily Covid-19 deaths in
the State declined to four

on Sunday, the lowest in a gap
of over 130 days. Now, the total
death toll increased to 1,734.

Two patients succumbed to
the virus in Khordha district
while one each died in
Baleswar and Dhenkanal.

Earlier, the State had
recorded its lowest one-day
deaths on July 18 which was
three.

Meanwhile, the State
reported 518 new positive cases
from 27 districts and the State
pool which took the total pos-
itives’ tally to 3,18,307.

Of the new cases, 297 were
from quarantine and 221 local
contact cases.

Sundargarh reported the
day’s 52 cases followed by
Mayurbhanj 49, Cuttack 45,
Khordha 40, Balangir 37,
Angul 36, Baleswar 26,
Keonjhar 25, Bargarh 24,
Nuapada 23, Kendrapada and
Sambalpur17 each,
Jagatsinghpur and
Jharsuguda16 each, Puri 15,
Koraput nine,  Kalahandi and
Bhadrak six each, Malkangiri,
Kandhamal and Subarnapur
four each and Deogarh,
Nabarangpur and Rayagada
one each

Eight cases were reported
from the State pool.

Boudh, Gajapati and
Nayagarh district recorded zero
new cases on the day.
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Capital city Bhubaneswar
on Sunday registered 32

new Covid-19 positive cases,
pushing its total positives’ tally
to 30,723, including 456 active
cases.

Of the new cases, 22 were
local contacts and 10 were
quarantine cases. Meanwhile,
one more person died in the
city on the day, increasing the
total toll to 219.

However, 52 more patients
recovered on the day, taking the
total recoveries to 30,027. In
Cuttack city, 15 new positives
were detected on the day.
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After a series of three self-
immolation attempts were

made in a week in front of the
State Legislative Assembly, the
Commissionerate police on
Sunday closed the road com-
pletely for public.

The stretch of road
between Jayadev Bhawan and
the Rabindra Mandap in front
of the Assembly was sealed
restricting movement of vehi-
cles. Neither people nor vehi-
cles would be allowed to move
on the road when the Assembly
would be in the session.

As per the decision, the
commuters moving via Jayadev
Vihar would be stopped at the
office of Commissionerate
police near 120 Battalion.
Similarly, people commuting to
AG Square from Acharya Vihar
would be restricted at the
Keshari Cinema Hall. The
commuters coming on the
route from AG Square would

be stopped at the Jayadev
Bhawan.

Only the emergency ser-
vices would be allowed to move
on the route on showing the
necessary documents, includ-
ing the ID proof at the police
check-post.

Notably, three suicide
attempt incidents took place in
front of the Assembly last week
during its Winter Session, for

which the Commissionerate
police considered to close the
route completely to avoid any
further untoward mishap.

The security personnel
have kept vigil on movements
of people, especially the pedes-
trians, on the roads near the
Assembly to foil self-immola-
tion attempts repeatedly being
made in front of Assembly
building.
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It seems the Work
Department’s top mandarins

have not bothered to learn any
lesson from the Bomikhal fly-
over collapse, which, besides
leading to loss of life and prop-
erty, escalated the project cost
due to the prolonging of the
construction process.  

The executing agency of
the flyover, Panda Infra Private
Limited which was later black-
listed, was shown undue favour
by the department officials
and awarded many other pro-
jects despite the man-made
disaster.

Now, the Dillip Khatei
Constructions, which was
involved in the construction
the link building between the
terminal-1 and II of the Biju
Patnaik International Airport,
which collapsed leading to the

death of a person, surprising-
ly is being shown undue favour
by the department Secretary
and the Chief Engineers and
awarded a slew of projects.

This has raised many eye-
brows because a high-level
inquiry committee report
blamed Dillip Khatei
Constructions and questioned
its expertise in undertaking
such a prestigious project. The
committee also accused the
overconfident firm of ignoring
the engineers’ recommendation
and poor construction work
violating the norms.

Earlier, the firm was shunt-
ed out by private organisations
for shoddy and poor quality
construction. But despite it
dubious track record, Dillip
Construction has been award-
ed the Habisiali Building in
Puri, which is a dream project
of Chief Minister Naveen
Patnaik.

All the clauses and  have
been changed and tendering
process fixed by the depart-
ment officials in awarding pro-
jects like the court building in
Bhubaneswar, RTO-II in
Chandrsekharpur , Brahmapur
bus stand, Bhakt Niwas and
scaffolding work of Puri
Jagannath Temple. It is alleged
that crores of rupees have been
siphoned off in the process. All
the projects have been inordi-
nately delayed leading to esca-
lation in the project cost.

The firm has also managed

to bag contracts for the Puri
temple beautification work
which is being jointly carried
out by the Puri administration,
Odisha Bridge Construction
Corporation, Shree Jagannath
Temple Administration (SJTA)
and Works Department.

The intelligentsia has
demanded a high-level probe
into the department officials’
nexus with the construction
firm, which is costing the State
exchequer crores of rupees and
prevent future disasters which
endanger lives of people.
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The Commissionerate Police
on Sunday busted an adul-

terated ghee manufacturing
unit at Sriram Bazaar are in
Bayalis Mauja near Cuttack.

The  unit was busted fol-
lowing a raid conducted by a
joint team of police and health
officials after getting specific
intelligence input.

Logos of several ghee-man-
ufacturing companies, raw
materials and other equipment
have been seized from the
unit.

Senior officials informed
that one person has been
detained and he is being ques-
tioned in connection with the
incident.

As per reports, the adul-
terated ghee was being sold to
customers in packets and plas-
tic jars having labels of differ-
ent well-known brands.

A police officials said “The
unit was operating since 2002.
We have seized some seeds
from the unit which was being
used in the manufacturing of
the ghee. We are verifying the
documents and other licenses
of the unit.”

The police official further
said that the unit was procur-
ing palm oil which was used to
prepare adultered ghee which
is not fit for human consump-
tion. Moreover, the ghee pack-
ets did not had manufacturing
or expiry date on it.
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Intensifying its probe into
the loot case at Indian Info

Line Finance Ltd (IIFL),
Nayasarak Branch here, police
arrested a Security Guard
working at the company on
Saturday and forwarded him to
court.

Harmohan Das from
Jajpur district, who was arrest-
ed from his house, is one of the
associates of prime accused
Lala Amrut Sagar Ray. With
this, the number of accused in
the robbery case rose to 11.

Cuttack DCP Prateek

Singh on Sunday said Das had
conspired with others and gone
to Choudwar along with other
accused in his Ertiga car on
November 16 to meet other
accused at Baideswar Colony to
chalk out the robbery plan.
During a search at his house,
police seized a Maruti Suzuki
Swift and an Ertiga car, the
DCP said.

Police have so far seized
10.3 kg of stolen gold orna-
ments, cash of Rs 7.36 lakh,
three cars and three motorcy-
cles from the 11 accused. The
investigation into the robbery
case is still on.
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The Aahaar, a social welfare
scheme launched by the

State Government has now
reached new heights with the
Mission Shakti SHGs emerging
as partners in running all163
Aahaar Kendras across 114
urban local bodies (ULBs) in
the State.

A virtual orientation pro-
gramme for members of
Mission Shakti Groups was
organised by the Housing and

Urban Development
Department on how to look
after the effective functioning
of the Aahaar Kendras on
Saturday here. Around 1,700
Mission Shakti Group mem-
bers across all Aahaar Kendras
participated in one of the
largest ever training pro-
gramme that primarily aimed
at increasing awareness and
ownership of the groups in
running the Aahaar pro-
gramme for the benefit of poor
and needy.

Notably, the Aahaar pro-
gramme was launched by CM
Naveen Patnaik on April 1,
2015 with the vision of pro-
viding hot cooked meals to the
poor and needy at a subsidized
rate of Rs 5 per meal and since

then, the programme has
served 10.5 crore meals com-
prising rice and dalma, large-
ly to the poor and needy peo-
ple across the State.

During the recent Corona
pandemic, Aahaar programme
played a most critical role in
saving the life of thousands of
people through day and night
meals as the livelihood of the
people was devastated and they
had hardly anything left with
them for survival.

Currently, more than 1
lakh meals are provided per
day in all the Aahaar Kendras
and in line with the mandate
for excellence, all Aahaar
Kendras and central kitchens
have been made ISO 
certified.
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Cold wave conditions con-
tinued to grip the State as

12 stations recorded minimum
temperature below 15 degree
Celsius on Sunday.

Sonepur was the coldest
place with a minimum record-
ed temperature of 9.4 degree
Celsius, followed by Phulbani
10 degree, Daringbadi 10

degree, Angul 12 degree,
Jharsuguda 13.2 degree,
Bhawanipatna 13.5 degree,
Keonjhar 13.6 degree,
Sundargarh 14.5 degree,
Koraput 14.6 degree, Baripada
14.9 degree, Cuttack 15  degree
and Balangir 15 degree.

Capital city Bhubaneswar
registered  temperature of 16.2
degree Celsius.

The Regional Office of the
IMD here forecasted that min-
imum temperature is very like-
ly to fall by 3 to 4 degree Celsius
at many places over the districts
of the State in the next 48
hours.
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Displaying sheer inhuman-
ity, the kin of a deceased

did not lift his bier and refused
to observe his last rites in
Kandira village under Rajnagar
block here. The reason was the
deceased had married a Dalit
girl against the wish of his fam-
ily members.

The deceased was identi-
fied as Ajay Palei (48), who was
a CRCC and the headmaster of
Kandira Primary School.

About 14 years back, Ajay
had fallen in love with a Dalit
girl, who was a teacher in the
locality. Later, they had tied

knot though the family mem-
bers of Ajay were opposing the
marriage. After the marriage,
the family members of Ajay
were separated from him. So,
Ajay and his wife were staying
in a rented house at Jali Chowk
in the locality.

On Thursday Ajay had
cardiac arrest and died at a
Cuttack-based private hospital.
His body reached on Friday
night at his village. But ironi-
cally, when the Ajay’s widow
wife pleaded her in-laws to join
the funeral, they strictly denied.
As no relative or family mem-
bers came to lift the bier, the
body lay on the road for near-
ly five hours.

Getting information from
locals, the members of the
Maa Sarala Help Foundation
finally cremated the body.

“It purely unfortunate that
while the State Government is

promoting inter caste mar-
riages in the State by giving
monetary incentives, still caste

related incidents are happening
in regular intervals,” lamented
Maa Sarala Help Foundation

president Saroj Das, demand-
ing bigger awareness on the
issue.
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When during the Covid-19
pandemic, joblessness

has hit millions, a panchayat in
the distress migration-prone
Gaisilet block in Bargarh dis-
trict has done an exemplary
work. 

Thanks to the effective
implementation of various
schemes, especially the
NREGS, about 200 migrant
workers who have returned to
their native villages from
Mumbai, Chennai and other
places since the beginning of
the year, were provided wage
works.

These workers are no
longer interested to migrate
outside as their worry for bread
is gone. Besides, they feel it
great to be engaged in creation
of assets for own villages.

According to sources, the
Buremunda panchayat has
undertaken a large number of

projects, other than digging
earth or laying roads under the
NREGS, to ensure the villagers
get access to several amenities
which are otherwise available
in towns. Starting from RO
drinking water project, mini
stadium, children park to plan-
tations and irrigation projects,
dozens of projects were under-
taken during the lockdown
period which not just gave the
much needed financial relief to
the poverty-stricken villagers
who were struggling to make
end meet after being laid off by
their employers in other States,
but led to creation of several
assets. 

Buremunda Sarpanch Saroj
Sribhusan Sahu who himself is
a post graduate in English lit-
erature and who opted social
service as mission of life rather
than doing a high salaried job,
said, " There are ample of
opportunities to transform the
lives of the rural poor and
change the face of rural India.
What is needed is will power
and proper execution of sever-
al schemes of the Government."

Sahu said the Corona pan-
demic was a challenge for him
and he made it a point to

ensure that the
migrant returnees in
his panchayat were
properly rehabilitated. 

"To achieve the
mission, we initiated a
host of programmes.
We thought to create
different amenities for
the villagers that are
otherwise available in
urban centres. We
have started a stadium
at Zugim. The con-
struction is underway.
While the field has
been levelled, cement
benches have been
constructed and many
saplings have been
planted around the
field. This apart, 700
coconut saplings have also
been planted in bunds of two
ponds at Baidapalli and
Buremunda. This would not
only keep the ponds safe, clean
and beautiful but help the pan-
chayat generate revenue with-
in a few years after the coconut
plants mature and bear fruits.
Similarly, while three solar
power run drinking water pro-
jects have been set up in the
panchayat, we have also set up

an RO water project at
Buremunda," narrated Sahu.

He further maintained that
the panchayat took up many
other projects like improving
the village Mahar Kata, con-
struction of concrete canals to
farm land, besides providing
sewing, vegetable and mush-
room farming training. About
85 women have benefitted
from the training and are now
earning on their own. 

Notably, under the MGN-
REGA, about 4, 64,426 work
days have been created and
22,572 persons of 12,193 fam-
ilies have been engaged in
Gaisilet Block in which the
Buremunda Panchayat comes.
746 families engaged in differ-
ent projects have completed
100 days work. Similarly, the
NREGS workers were dis-
bursed Rs 1.40 crore towards
their wages.
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NGO Joy of Giving (JOG) in
Paralakhemundi came to

the rescue of a new born girl
which was born to a hapless
pauper couple who were home-
less and begged to survive.

The JOG after coming
across the baby girl provided
mosquito net, dress, towel and
daily use kits for the baby. As
the parents were drug addicts,
there was a question over the
survival of the new born.

Nihar Panda of JOG
appealed to the Childline and
the DCPO, Gajapati to ensure
safety and care for the new-
born. Panda also urged the
administration to keep the
baby and her parents in a
rehab home.
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In order to generate additional
revenue, the Materials

Management department of
the Khurda Road Division has
initiated several new ways
through the sale of unservice-
able materials (scrap) released
from various activities of the
Railways over the 
division.

In the current financial
year, from April to October, the
division has sold scrap materi-
als in e-auction worth Rs 16.73
crore. But in a single month i.e
in November, the scrap sold is
of Rs 20.43 crore, which sur-
passes the records of the pre-
vious months.

The division has also made
a record by selling a scrap of Rs
7.44 crore in a single day i.e on
November 27.
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As part of an ongoing CSR
project of assistance to

Technology Business Incubator
(TBI) located at NIT Rourkela,
seed loans worth Rs15 lakh
were sanctioned to three Start-
up ventures, such as
MyOrg360, Claviator Academy
and Yarev Technology on
November 20.

These companies had
received initial incubation and
nurturing at the TBI. The com-
panies work in diverse fields
ranging from software to edu-
cation technology to consumer

electronics. The initiative will
impart stability to the start up
and will provide impetus for
scaling up and expansion.

It may be noted that, MCL
under its Corporate Social
Responsibility (CSR) has taken
up the three-year project of
development of TBI at NIT
Rourkela with a financial com-
mitment of Rs 2.61 crore. The
project aspires to give a fillip to
the incubation and innova-
tion eco-system of the institute
and also boost the entrepre-
neurial aspirations of the peo-
ple of the 
region.
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Many key project works
have been disrupted in

the industrial hub at Paradip
due to non-transportation of
light minerals such as metal,
chips and sand etc.

The materials normally
come from the quarries
through highways. According
to the truck owners and sup-
pliers, the trucks were not pro-
vided transit pass while the
quarries were not provided Y,
R and K forms. So, they could
not operate.

15 truck owners’ associa-
tions of the coastal districts

have expressed dissatisfaction
with the administration and
demanded that the
Government take immediate
action to end their difficulties.

The transportation of the
minerals too has been affected
to the Paradip Port, IOCL
Refinery, IFFCO, PPL and
other industries.
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The Jindal Steel and Power
Limited (JSPL) has been

honoured with the
India International
CSR Impact Awards
on November 26
during the India
International CSR
Summit and Impact
Awards -2020 held
online by Brand
India.

The JSPL has
been awarded in the
category of Most
Innovative Project of
the Year for its
'Asha- the Hope'
project.

JSPL president
and group head
(CSR, Education and
S u s t a i n a b i l i t y )

Prashant Kumar Hota received
the award during the pro-
gramme.

Congratulating the team,
the JSPL Foundation chair-
person Shallu Jindal said, "The
‘Asha the Hope’ is one of our
flagship programmes for
empowering persons with spe-

cial needs, particularly those
who are in their formative age
group. With therapeutic and
rehabilitative services, the
Centres at Chhattisgarh,
Odisha and Jharkhand have
been mainstreaming more than
4,900 children with special
needs.”
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The Constitution Day was
celebrated at IFFCO,

Paradip on November 26 with
reading out of the Preamble of
the Constitution of India by
chief guest ADM Dr KC Dhir.

Unit head KJ Patel and
other key officials of IFFCO
were present. Besides, all the
members of IFFCO Employees

Union, IFFCO Officers
Association and all depart-
mental/sectional heads attend-
ed the same online via Zoom.

A seminar on
‘Constitutional Values’ was
organised where Dhir and Patel
among others spoke. The
members of IFFCO Employees
Union and IFFCO Officers
Association, DAV School
Principal Balaram Mahapatra
along with the teachers took a
pledge. School students also
attended through web confer-
encing. JGM (P&A) Abhay
Kumar Mall offered the vote of
thanks. 
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The ICAR-Central Institute
of Freshwater Aquaculture,

Bhubaneswar, observed the
Constitution Day here on
November 26.

The purpose was to create
awareness among the staff
members of the institute on the
Indian Constitution and citizen
duties. The celebration was
organised on virtual 
mode.

At the beginning, senior
administrative officer I B
Kumar welcomed the guests
and all the participants. He also

briefed about the Indian
Constitution.

Director Dr Saroj Kumar
Swain read out the Preamble of
the Indian Constitution fol-
lowed by the staff members of
the ICAR-CIFA.

Senior lawyer Pitambar
Acharya delivered a speech on
Indian Constitution. He threw
light on various dimensions of
the Indian Constitution and
efforts made by the various
committees in the Constituent
Assembly for framing and
adopting it. Especially he high-
lighted the contribution of Dr
BR Ambedkar.
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Awebinar was organised by
the Department of Political

Science in the Utkalmani
Gopabandhu Mahavidyalaya
at Khamar on the topic
“Relevance of Gandhian
thoughts today.”  The keynote
speaker was BJB Autonomous
College, Bhubaneswar, Reader

and columnist, Abhiram
Biawal.

Biswal discussed about
non-violence, gender equality,
women empowerment, envi-
ronmental consciousness,
cleanliness, self purification
and social justice etc pointed
out by Gandhi. He said if we
cherish the ideals, we can find
solutions to many current-day
problems afflicting the whole
globe.

Earlier, Principal Dr AK
Panda inaugurated the webinar,
while Political Science
Department Head Jaydev
Biswal welcomed the guest.
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The Vedanta has made sig-
nificant improvements in

environmental, social and gov-
ernance (ESG) performance
with its Dow Jones
Sustainability Indices (DJSI)
ranking in the metals and min-
ing sector having risen to #12
this year, as against #21 in 2019.

The company’s sustain-
ability ranking shows a three-
year trend of continuous
improvement. The percentile
improvement is 86 per cent this
year compared to 70 per cent
in 2019 and 60 per cent in 
2018.

Vedanta is ranked #2 in the
metals and mining category in
the Asia Pacific region this year,
as compared to #7 last year.
Reflecting the Group’s strong
commitment to do business in
the most sustainable way,
Hindustan Zinc topped the
sustainability rankings in the
Asia Pacific region, while its
overall DJSI ranking this year

stood at #8.
The DJSI are float-adjust-

ed market capitalization
weighted indices that measure
the performance of compa-
nies selected with ESG crite-
ria.Vedanta’s DJSI score this
year has improved to #66,
compared to #51 last year. The
company has reported big
improvements in its ratings in
critical areas, including human
rights, social impact on com-
munities and water-related
risks. The company’s DJSI score
on human rights has risen
sharply from 20 to 73 since last
year, while on the social
impacts on communities, the
company’s score has improved
from 47 to 89.

In biodiversity, Vedanta’s
score increased from 38 to 79,
while in case of risk and crisis
management, the company’s
score improved from 32 to 66.
In climate strategy, the DJSI
score rose to 73 this year as
against 40 in 2019.

Meanwhile, in a major step
to lower greenhouse gas emis-
sions, Vedanta has joined hands
with the Government to sign a
declaration on climate change
by voluntarily pledging to move
towards `carbon-neutrality.’
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In a major success, the Aska
police in Ganjam district

arrested three notorious
criminals on Saturday and
seized a huge cache of arms
and ammunition from their 
possession.

Police have seized 10
mousers, 53 round of bullets,
12 country made bombs and
four bikes from the arrested
criminals.

Earlier ,  the Ganjam
police had formed special
teams consisting the Aska
PS IIC Prasanta Sahu,
Badagada PS IIC and
Dharakote PS IIC to curb
criminal activities in the dis-
trict.

The team was keeping
watch on the nabbed crimi-
nals activities, who have
number of cases of murder,
attempted murder, dacoity,
loot in the aforesaid police
stat ion areas  in the 
district.
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SA Khallil of Brahmapur has
been appointed as the Biju

Yuba Janata Dal (BYJD) State
vice president. Khallil has been
entrusted with the responsi-
bility to look after party organ-
isation in Brahmapur zone,
sources said.

Khallil is one of the five
presidents of Brahmapur City
Committee made through a
notification by the BJD (Youth
Affairs) general secretary
Pranab Kumar Balabantaray

and BYJD president Dr
Bymokesh Ray. The
Brahmapur City Committee
of BYJD congratulated the
members of the newly consti-
tuted team.

Khallil in his reaction
expressed his gratitude to BJD
supremo Naveen Patnaik, MP
Chandrasekhar Sahu and MLA
Bikram Panda. Senior BJD
leader and former Deputy
Speaker of OLA Rama
Chandra Panda congratulated
Khallil for his new assign-
ment.
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The Barbil police arrested
and court- forwarded one

Zohair Mehandi (40) for shar-
ing a nude photo of a woman
in social media.

Barbil police station IIC

Sukanta Kumar Das
informed that accused
Zohair who is a native of
Noamundi of neigh-
bouring Jharkhand State
was staying in a rented
house in Barbil.

Recently, when the
house owner evicted
him due to some dis-
pute, Zohair shared a
nude photo of wife of the
house owner. After a
complaint was lodged,
the police took action accord- ingly.
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Abody of a man was recov-
erred from the Badakhani

dam under Mohana block in
Gajapati district. The deceased
was identified as Kalucharan
Mallick.

He was missing from home
and the Mohana police and Fire
services personnel had
launched a search operation in

Badakhani dam. Finally, the
body was retrieved from 40 feet
underwater. The post mortem
was conducted at the MKCG
Medical College Hospital,
Brahmapur. 

Fire Officer Susant Ranjan
Mahapatra and staff Jitendra
Kumar Bhuyan, IIC Mohana
Sujit Kumar Nayak, SI Pinki
Murmu did the search opera-
tion.
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The Gajapati district admin-
istration led by Collector

Anupam Saha and
Superintendent of Police Tapan
Kumar Patnaik has been car-
rying out a massive drive
against illegal ganja cultivation.

In such a drive, police,
revenue, forest and excise offi-
cials conducted a joint raid in
Bom village under Guba gram
panchayat in the district and
destroyed more than one lakh
ganja tress in an area of 52 acre,
worth Rs 10 crore. Later, the
trees were set on fire.

BALESWAR: Four persons
sustained grievous injuries in a
clash between a group of rob-
bers and villagers at
Haridapada under the Soro
police station in Baleswar dis-
trict on Saturday night.

According to reports, the
robbers intercepted one Sudam
Charan Bauli of the village near
Pitakalia Chhak when he was
returning home. He telephoned
his associates for help, follow-
ing which the miscreants
attacked him. Moments later,
some villagers reached the spot
on hearing Sudam’s scream.

A violent clash erupted
between the two groups, dur-
ing which four persons, includ-
ing Sudam, were critically
injured. On being informed,
police reached the place and
managed to nab one of the rob-
bers. Later, the injured were
shifted to the Soro 
hospital. PNS
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Aman died and his wife was
injured in Rajgangpur of

Sundargarh district on Sunday
evening when their two-wheel-
er collided with an auto-rick-
shaw head on near the Lipaloi
bridge.

The deceased was identi-
fied as Prafulla Lakr and wife
Parbati of Kesarmal. The cou-
ple were returning home from
Rajgangapur when the mishap
occurred.

Locals rushed the injured
couple to the nearby
Community Health Centre
where doctors declared Prafulla
brought dead.

The Rajgangpur  police
detained the auto-rickshaw
driver following the incident.
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Air India is planning to
operate non-stop flights

on the Chennai-London route
from January next year, mak-
ing Tamil Nadu’s Capital the
ninth city to be connected
with London. Air India is cur-
rently operating non-stop
flights to London from Delhi
(seven flights a week), Mumbai
(four flights a week), Kochi
(three f lights a week),
Ahmedabad (two flights a
week), Bengaluru (two flights
a week), Goa (two flights a
week), Kolkata (one flight a
week) and Amritsar (one flight
a week).

Asked how has been the
occupancy rate in its London
flights after the coronavirus-
induced lockdown, the
spokesperson said the “load
factors have been generally
good”. “Some of the stations
like Delhi, Kochi, Goa and
Ahmedabad have seen quite a
heavy demand (for London
flights),” the spokesperson
said.

“We have plans to com-

mence direct operations
between Chennai and London
from January, 2021,” the
spokesperson said. Scheduled
international passenger flights
continue to remain suspend-
ed in India since March 23 due
to the COVID-19 pandemic.

However, airlines have
been permitted to operate
special international flights
under the Vande Bharat
Mission since May and under
the bilateral air bubble pacts
since July. Flights between
India and the UK have been
operating under an air bubble
pact only post the lockdown.
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In just three months after
crossing the 20 lakh mark on

August 7, India has added
whooping 70 lakhs Covid-19
cases, taking the infection tally
to nearly touch 94 lakh on
Sunday while the number of
people who have recuperated
from the disease crossed 88
lakh pushing the national
recovery rate to 93.71 per cent.

The total coronavirus
cases mounted to 93,92,919
with 41,810 new infections
being reported in a day, while
the death toll climbed to
1,36,696 with 496 new fatali-
ties, the data updated at 8 am
showed.

The active Covid-19 case-
load remained below 5 lakh for

the 19th consecutive day.There
are 4,53,956 active coronavirus
infections in the country
which comprises 4.83 per cent
of the total caseload.

The number of people
who have recuperated from
the disease surged to 88,02,267
pushing the national recovery
rate to 93.71 per cent, while
the Covid-19 case fatality rate
stands at 1.46 per cent.

India’s COVID-19 tally
had crossed the 20-lakh mark
on August 7, 30 lakh on
August 23 and 40 lakh on
September 5.  It went past 50
lakh on September 16, 60 lakh
on September 28, 70 lakh on
October 11, crossed 80 lakh on
October 29, and surpassed 90
lakh on November 20.

According to the ICMR,

over 13.95 crore samples have
been tested up to November
28 with 12,83,449 samples
being tested on Saturday.

The 496 new fatalities
include 89 from Delhi, 88
from Maharashtra  52 from
West Bengal,  30 from
Haryana, 28 from Punjab, 25
from Kerala and 21 from Uttar
Pradesh.

A total of 1,36,696 deaths
have been reported so far in
the country including 46,986
from Maharashtra followed
by 11,750 from Karnataka,
11,694 from Tamil Nadu, 8,998
from Delhi, 8,322 from West
Bengal, 7,718 from Uttar
Pradesh,  6,981 from Andhra
Pradesh, 4,765 from Punjab,
3,953 from Gujarat and 3,237
from Madhya Pradesh.
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Days after the Union
Health Ministry advised

the States and Union
Territories to reopen  medical
colleges, the National Medical
Commission (NMC) has
issued guidelines to the edu-
cational institutes enlisting
do’s and don’ts to ensure safe-
ty of the staff and students
from Covid-19 infection.

It has also asked the col-
leges administration to take
extra care of the anxiety, men-
tal health and psychological
issues of students developed
during the lockdown period
and fear of infection after the
opening of the campuses. 

The colleges have also
been asked to set up helplines
for mental health, psycholog-
ical concerns and well-being
of students in their campus
which “need to be regularly
monitored by Counsellors and

other identified faculty.”
As directed by the NMC,

the ministry has advised all
medical colleges to re-open on
or before December 1, 2020 to
maintain uniformity in acad-
emic sessions.

Sanitisation of premises,
thermal screening, ensuring
physical distancing, face-
cover/mask wearing, respira-
tor y hygiene and hand-
hygiene etc, are some of the
day-to-day basic Covid-19
preventive measures that the
colleges/Universities  have to
follow regularly, as per guide-
lines.

The universities/colleges
have been advised to re-open
in phase-wise manner with
such activities where they can
easily adhere to social dis-
tancing, use of face masks and
other protective measures.
This may include administra-
tive offices, research labora-
tories and libraries etc.

Institutions should have a
plan ready for students who
cannot join the programme
due to travel restrictions.
Online teaching-learning
arrangements should also be
made for them, it said.

Cultural activities, meet-
ing etc. may be avoided.
However, such extra-curricu-
lar and sports activities may
be allowed where physical
distancing is feasible and is in
accordance with the Union
Home Ministry, it said.

All Students must bring all
a RT-PCR report that is neg-
ative at the time of re-joining
the hostels and they must be
re-called in batches.
“However, the sharing of
rooms may not be allowed in
hostels. Symptomatic students
should not be permitted to
stay in the hostels under any
circumstances,” said the
guidelines.

Also, noting that residen-
tial students may be coming
from different locations, the
guideline document said that
“they shall remain in quaran-
tine and self-monitor their
health for a period of 14 days
before being allowed to attend
classes or as per the policy
opted by the State
Government for quarantine
(even if they bring a negative
test report or the universi-
ty/college plan to test them on
arrival).”
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The NIA on Sunday denied
reports that it recovered

straw and sipper from Elgar
Parishad case accused Stan
Swamy and sought 20 days’ time
from the court to respond to his
plea to allow him a straw and
sipper in Taloja Central Jail.

These are false, incorrect
and mischievous reports as the
agency neither recovered any
straw and sipper from the
accused nor sought 20 days time
to file reply in the said applica-
tion before the court, the NIA
said.

Swamy was arrested by NIA
on October 8 for his involve-
ment in the activities of CPI
(Maoist) and for furtherance of
the agenda of the banned ter-
rorist organisation as one of the
conspirators in Bhima Koregaon
Elgar parishad case.

The case relates to wide-
spread violence, arson and
stone-pelting resulting in loss of
lives and property  near Bhima
Koregaon, as a result of the
provocative speeches during
organisation of Elgar Parishad
programme at Shaniwarwada,
Pune on December 31, 2017. 

After arresting accused
Swamy, the NIA had produced
him before the Special Court in

Mumbai along with chargesheet
on October 9 and never took his
police custody, the agency said.

“All the necessary legal for-
malities such as his medical
examination etc. were duly
observed. Since then, accused
Stan Swamy has been in judicial
custody at Taloja Central Jail.
Nearly after a month, i.e. on
6/11/2020, accused Stan Swamy
filed an application in the NIA
Court at Mumbai for getting
back his straw and sipper,
(which he falsely claimed to
have been kept by NIA),” it said. 

The court asked the agency
to file its reply on next date,
which was scheduled on
November 26. 

The NIA filed its reply in
the court on the scheduled date
stating therein that it had con-
ducted his personal search in
presence of independent wit-
nesses and no such straw and
sipper were found. 

The court rejected Swamy’s
application but issued direction
to the jail authorities to provide
straw and sipper to Swamy.

As the accused was in judi-
cial custody, the matter was
between him and the jail
authorities which come under
the Maharashtra State
Administration, the NIA said in
a statement.
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The All India Kisan
Sangharsh Coordination

Committee (AIKSCC) has
decided to intensify stir,
protests to start in other States
from December 1. It has asked
all farmers’ organisations to
immediately mobilize farmers
to Delhi and to hold protests
across the country from
December 1.

AIKSCC also rejected the
Union Home Secretary Ajay
Bhalla’s offer that talks can be
held before December 3 if
farmers move to Burari

ground.
Addressing a press con-

ference, AIKSCC said that the
government, if it is serious
about addressing the
demands of the farmers,
should stop laying down any
conditions (“you move to
Burari Grounds in a ‘struc-
tured way’ and then we will
start a dialogue the next
day”), should stop assuming
that the dialogue can be about
an explanation to farmers
about the benefits of the Acts
and should come straight out
with a proposal about the
solution it is offering”.

While Bhumi Adhikar
Andolan have urged the judi-
ciary to actively come forward
and make sure no coercive
action is taken against any
protesting farmer and put an
end to the rabid allegations
against farmer organizations
and their leaders by paid
media channels and other
political leaders.

Meanwhile, President,
BKU Krantikari (Punjab)
Surjeet S Phul said that they
wont allow any political par-
ties including Congress and
AAP to share their stage dur-
ing the ongoing protest.

�����������!������
 ����������	

	 ������� �����
���������	����
������
����������D����
�������#����	�
������#������

�������������������
����������� ����

����������

������	&�*�&�#	�%
�����#�1.	#�� 	1 %�	��*	��6%�
�
�����������������

�����������
��������


���������������
����� �

����� �	
��	��


Acknowledging India’s role
as the “pharmacy to the

world”, leading European
nation Sweden said it is focus-
ing on expanding bilateral
cooperation in the areas of
health and life sciences in view
of the coronavirus pandemic. 

Swedish Ambassador Klas
Molin also said Sweden and
India stand “firmly and
unequivocally” in the fight
against terrorism even as he
noted the growing Indian role
in the Indo-Pacific region.

On the long-pending free-
trade agreement between India
and the European Union, the
envoy said there is still some
work to be done in calibrating
expectations and scope on both
sides, noting that it will be
mutually beneficial for both
sides.

Molin told PTI that over-
all bilateral ties between India
and Sweden have been excel-
lent and that both sides are
looking at broader cooperation
in eight key areas including
innovation, trade and invest-
ments, health and defence.

“The pandemic has
focused our thinking, and our
cooperation in health and in

life sciences has increased. 
“India is the pharmacy to

the world and some of our
companies, some already estab-
lished here, some venturing
here now, are looking for new
matchups,” the ambassador
said. “AstraZeneca is a well-
known example, currently in
phase three trials for a COVID-
vaccine, but also researching
and developing in India in
other areas,” he said.

India has supplied medi-
cines and other medical assis-
tance to over 150 countries in
the last few months to help
them deal with the coron-
avirus pandemic at a time
when the country itself was
reeling under its impact.

India’s medical assistance
has drawn recognition from
several countries as well as
multilateral fora. 

As the world anxiously
waits for a COVID-19 vaccine,
British-Sweden pharmaceutical
company AstraZeneca Plc and
the University of Oxford are
holding trials of a vaccine can-
didate. 

In India, AstraZeneca is
partnering with the Serum
Institute of India (SII) for the
potential vaccine.

To a question on security

issues, Molin said that India
and Sweden stand together
firmly and unequivocally in the
fight against terrorism. 

He also noted that “India is
taking on a growing role in the
Indo-Pacific and is deepening
its cooperation with other
countries, both regional and
from outside, in order to pro-
tect its interests and guarantee
free navigation of and safe
maritime passage in interna-
tional waters”.

“The international com-
munity has an interest in pro-
tecting these common goods as
well as in combating terrorism,”
he added.

On the border row
between India and China in
eastern Ladakh, the said ten-
sions of “this kind” that lead
to the loss of lives are “natu-
rally very serious”. “I think
it’s safe to say that there have
already been some repercus-
sions and consequences, for
instance in the economic and
tech fields. 

“Hopefully,  the talks
underway will lead to a de-
escalation and a more stable
situation,” he said. 

Asked about the proposed
India-EU FTA, Molin hoped
that the decisions taken at this

year’s summit between the
two sides will pave the way for
the resumption of negotia-
tions.

“We firmly believe that an
FTA would be mutually very
beneficial. 

There is still some work to
be done in calibrating expec-
tations and scope on both
sides. 

“This year’s EU-India
Summit opened on a high-
level economic dialogue.
Hopefully, this will pave the
way for resumption of nego-
tiations,” he said.

The FTA talks have been
stalled since May 2013, when
both sides failed to bridge
substantial gaps on crucial
issues, including data securi-
ty status for the IT sector. 

Launched in June
2007, negotiations for the
proposed agreement have wit-
nessed many hurdles.

Asked how the overall
ties progressed after the visit
of Swedish King Carl XVI
Gustaf and Queen Silvia to
India last year, the ambas-
sador said the relations have
been “excellent” and it was
reflected in the visit. 

“ The  pandemic  has
meant that some of the con-

tacts have been focused on
new areas as we try to help
each other cope with this
unprecedented challen.

The ties between India
and  Sweden  are  on  an
upswing in the last few
years. In April 2018, Prime
Minister Narendra Modi vis-
i ted  Sto ck holm dur ing
which both sides agreed to
further deepen innovation
partnership for a sustainable
future.

It was a visit to Sweden
by an Indian prime minister
after nearly three decades.

Asked about Sweden-
India Nobel memorial week,
Molin said this year the pro-
gramme comprised several
elements “which strengthen
the synergies our two coun-
tries share as partners with
complementarities”. 

“We are also envisaging
a virtual interaction between
Swedish Trade Minister
Anna Hallberg and the 200
plus Swedish companies in
India, where the minister
would give her outlook on
global trade and investment
scenarios, and more specif-
ically trends for Sweden and
Swedish industry in the
ongoing pandemic,” he said.
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Tea will be sold in envi-
r o n m e n t - f r i e n d l y

‘Kulhads’ (earthen cups) in
place of plastic cups at all
railway stations in the coun-
try, Railway minister Piyush
Goyal saidSpeaking at an
event organised at  the
Digawara railway station in
Rajasthan’s Alwar district, the
minister said the initiative will
be the contribution of the
Railways towards a plastic-
free India. 

“Tea is given in ‘Kulhads’
at nearly 400 railway stations
in the country today, and in
future, it is our planning that
tea will be sold only in
‘Kulhads’ at all the railway sta-
tions in the country. 

This will be the contribu-
tion of the Railways towards a
plastic-free India,” he said. 

The minister said before
addressing this gathering, he
was having tea in a ‘Kulhad’
and the taste was really dif-
ferent. 

‘Kulhad’ saves the envi-
ronment and lakhs of people
get employment from it, he

said. 
The minister was speaking

at an event to mark the inau-
guration of the newly electri-
fied Dhigawara-Bandikui sec-
tion under north-western
Railways.

The minister said before
the Narendra Modi govern-
ment came to power in 2014,
the railway sector was ignored
in Rajasthan as electrification
had not been taken up in the
last 30 years after the electri-
fication of Delhi-Mumbai
route.

He said the investment by
Railways and infrastructure
development projects in
Rajasthan have increased mul-
tiple times between 2014-2020
as compared to that between
2009-2014. 

Goyal said 65 underpass-
es were constructed from
2009-14 while 378 under-
passes have been constructed
from 2014- September 2020.

He said only four over-
bridges were constructed in
five years till 2014 whereas 30
such bridges have been con-
structed from 2014 to
September 2020. 

The minister said electri-
fication of railway lines across
the country will save the envi-
ronment as engines will run
on electricity produced in the
country, saving fuel, money
and time. 

Also, the speed of trains
will also be increased, he said. 

“This will also help farm-
ers who will be able to take
their crops to any part of the
country (through rail freight
transport) in less time,” he
added. 

Goyal said the prime min-
ister is very concerned about
the environment and therefore
emphasis is being given on
electrification. 

The minister flagged off
the first train on the newly
electrif ied 34 km-long
Dhigawara-Bandikui rail sec-
tion. 

He said after the entire line
from Rewari to Ajmer has
now been electrified with the
electrification of this stretch. 

Dausa MP Jaskaur Meena,
GM-NWR Anand Prakash
and other public representa-
tives and railway officials were
present in the function. 
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Congress leader Rahul
Gandhi on Sunday attacked

the Government over a media
report which claimed that schol-
arship for 60 lakh SC school stu-
dents was stuck after Central
funding was ended and alleged
that in the "BJP-RSS vision of
India, Adivasis and Dalits should

not have access to education".
Along with his tweet attack-

ing the government, Gandhi
tagged the media report which
said a key central scholarship
scheme to help over 60 lakh
Scheduled Caste students of
classes 11 and 12 to complete
their schooling has nearly shut
down across more than 14
states after the Centre ended

funding to states under a 2017
formula.

"In BJP/RSS vision of India,
Adivasis and Dalits should not
have access to education,"
Gandhi alleged.

"Stopping scholarships for
SC-ST students is their way of
ends justifying their means," the
former Congress chief said in
the tweet. 
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Union Minister Nitin
Gadkari on Sunday said he

was not in favour of having
cells in a political party on the
basis of castes, religions or
communities, and added that
talent was more important
than these factors.

He was referring to the cells
formed within political parties
to represent different castes or
communities, like the minori-
ty community and Scheduled
Caste (SC).

The minister was address-
ing a rally for Sandip Joshi, BJP's
graduates' constituency candi-
date from East Vidarbha.
"I have a clear opinion that a
man is not great by his caste, but
by his talent. In BJP also we
have different cells...When I was
the party president, I had expe-

rienced this," he said.
"I am of the opinion that no

cell should be formed on the
basis of caste and religion, as
there is no use of such units.
The representatives of such
cells ask how many tickets peo-
ple from their caste have got
from the party," he said.

"I always say that our party,
our workers are our family. We
have never done politics on the
basis of caste and community.
We stand behind those party
workers who work hard, con-
sidering them as the members

of the family...This is the spe-
cialty of the BJP," the Minister
of Road Transport and
Highways said.

Gadkari said that while
carrying out any social work or
helping the needy, he never
considered someone's caste or
religion.

"We have never done poli-
tics of caste and community.
Our party has never done it and
will never do it. Caste is only in
the minds of the leaders, caste
is not in the in the mind of pub-
lic or party workers," he said. 
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Aligarh: A student was molest-
ed while returning from school
in a village in Pisawa. 

After that molesters
uploaded her photo on social
media to defame the girl and
threatened to kill her brother
and father.

It is alleged that the MLA
in this case also creating pres-
sure on the victim’s family for
the settlement. 

Fed up with this, the stu-
dent ate poison. She is under-
going treatment at Noida
Hospital in critical 
condition.

The incident is about a
month old. The student of
11th standard was molested by
three youths of the village at
gunpoint while returning from
school.

It is alleged that the moles-
ters threatened to kill her father
and brother. Out of fear, the
student did not inform the
family. PNS
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Close on the heels of senior
TMC leader and Bengal

Minister Suvendu Adhikari
resigning his post sparking spec-
ulations of his joining the BJP
the saffron outfit on Sunday
claimed that at least eight
Trinamool Congress Ministers
were preparing to join it.

BJP MP from Bankura
Soumitra Khan said that eight
TMC leaders including minis-
ters and MPs were in touch with
the BJP and would soon that
party. Hours after State BJP
president Dilip Ghosh said
December was going to be a dis-
heartening month for the TMC
as the Bengal ruling outfit would
find people leaving a sinking
boat.

Khan was more direct in
taking the names of senior TMC
leaders even as he said ministers
“Subroto Mukherjee, Rabindra
Ghosh and Gautam Deb will
leave the TMC soon.” Besides he
also named senior leader and
MP Saugato Roy among the list

of possible deserters.
Though Ghosh, Deb and

Roy said they had no intentions
of quitting the Trinamool
Congress, sources said that the
leadership was keeping close
watch on them and many oth-
ers. “We respect our ideology of
tri-colour and so will never
accept a communal ideology,”
Deb said.

Other TMC MLAs who
have openly rebelled against
the party and have dropped
hints of quitting it are Singur
Legislator and veteran farm
leader Rabindranath
Bhattacharya, Sitai MLA Jagdish
Basunia, Barrackpore and
Diamond Harbour MLAs
Silbhadra Dutta  and
DipakHaldar. 

“Wait till December there
are many TMC leaders who are
in touch with us and would soon
be with us… We will take all of
them provided they have a clean
record and are willing to work
for our ideology and the people,”
Ghosh said.

Meanwhile, the TMC tried

to put a brave face on Sunday
with party MP and Chief
Minister Mamata Banerjee’s
nephew Abhishek Banerjee tak-
ing powerful East Midnapore
satrap Suvendu Adhikari head
on saying “those who talk of not
taking the lift but breaking the
stair cases to rise up in their
careers should know that I also
have taken the stair case and not
taken a parachute or lift to rise
up in life.”

Adhikari had a few days ago
said that he had been with the
people and taken the stair case
and not taken a lift like many
others to rise up in his political
career. He was apparently indi-
cating Banerjee who has
replaced him as the Trinamool
youth wing chief.

Daring the BJP leadership
for referring to him innuendo
Banerjee said “these BJP leaders
are cowards and so they do not
take my name directly… they
only refer to me as the Bhaipo
(nephew)… I dare them to take
my name… but they will not do
that because Prime Minister

Narendra Mod, Amit Shah,
Mukul Roy earlier tried to put
allegations against my name
and I gave them a legal reply in
the High Court … they know
that if they do that again I will
drag them to the court.”

The immediate reference
of his speech was apparently
remarks from Modi who during
a poll campaign had said that,
“Vhatija ka batti gul ho jaiga
(nephew’s power will go).”
Banerjee also referred to Kailash

Vijaybargiya’s recent speech in
which he said that TMC which
used to be people’s party, its lead-
ers’ and workers’ party, Mamata
Banerjee’s had been reduced to
the party of the “nephew” and
his alleged syndicate.
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Struggling to revive fortunes
of her own party in the elec-

toral politics of Jammu &
Kashmir, Peoples Democratic
Party (PDP) Chief Mehbooba
Mufti Sunday claimed elec-
tions were not the solution to
the “Kashmir problem”. 

She also batted for holding
a dialogue  with the people of
Jammu & Kashmir and
Pakistan to resolve the
issue.  

Angry PDP Chief also
accused the Bharatiya Janta
Party (BJP) government of
muzzling dissent and building
an ecosystem in which “there
is no place for democracy.”  

Addressing a press confer-
ence at her residence in
Srinagar, a day after more than
50 percent voters participated
in the first phase of the DDC
polls in Jammu and Kashmir,
PDP Chief  asked a question, “if
Abrogation of Article 370 has
resolved all the issues then

why 9 lakh troops are  still sta-
tioned in kashmir and why
they have not been sent to the
borders”.

Referring to the heavy
turnout of voters, the former
Chief Minister said, “In the
past, the polling percentage has
been higher than this (DDC
polls) but it is no solution to the
Kashmir problem. Kashmir
problem is still there as long as
there are nine lakh soldiers in
our state. She asked, “Which
state of India has so many sol-

diers that too in civilian areas”.
She added: “In an election,

how many people participate
and how many don’t has noth-
ing to do with the Kashmir
issue. Kashmir issue is going to
be there as long as there is no
resolution through a dialogue
with the people of Jammu and
Kashmir and with 
Pakistan.”

Cornering the Bharatiya
Janta Party led government at
the Centre PDP Chief said
they had “made a mockery of

democracy”.
“Black laws prevail in the

country and the weapon which
they use is UAPA. Muslims are
being called Pakistani. Sardars
are called Khalistani. Activists
are called Urban Naxals.
Kashmiris are called terrorists.
The students are called tukde-
tukde gang. Women who
protest are called anti-nation-
al. If everyone is a Khalistani,
Pakistani and anti-national
then who is Hindustani in this
country? Only Bharatiya Janata

Party workers?” she said.  
Referring to the 25000

crore Roshni scam, Mehbooba
Mufti said, The Jammu and
Kashmir government had can-
celled all land transfers that
took place under the Roshni
Act.

“The Roshni scheme was a
law passed during the time of
the National Conference and
implemented during the time
of (Ghulam Nabi) Azad sahab.
It was a law, it was made by our
assembly If anyone legalised

their land in that law, how is it
a scam? If they think rich peo-
ple have taken a lot of land, go
after that. Why are they going
after poor people who have 2
marla, 5 marla land?,” she
noted.

Mufti also accused the BJP
government of silencing her
voice. I am being told “direct-
ly and indirectly” not to talk
about Article 370.

“Why do they get rattled by
what I say when their own
leaders talk about Article 370.

They want to go after me
because I raise my voice. They
want to get to me. They want
to ban my party,” she said.

She said, “After we decid-
ed to participate in the DDC
election, the degree of oppres-
sion has increased in Jammu &
Kashmir. Candidates of PAGD
are confined and are not
allowed to go out for cam-
paigning. How candidates will
contest if they are not allowed
to organise their campaign
meetings?”
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Lucknow: Uttar Pradesh has
registered its first case under
the new anti-conversion law in
Bareilly district based on a
complaint from the father of a
young woman.

The case was registered at
the Devarniyan police station
in Bareilly district on Saturday,
officials said.

In a statement issued here
on Sunday, Additional Chief
Secretary (Home) Awanish
Awasthi said a case was regis-
tered by Tikaram, a resident of
Sharif Nagar village under
Devarniyan police station (in
Bareilly), who accused a man
— Uvaish Ahmed — of the
same village of trying to con-
vert his daughter through
“allurement” (bahla-phus-
laakar).

The case was registered
against Uvaish Ahmed under
sections of the Indian Penal
Code and the new anti-con-
version law.

Senior Superintendent of
Police Rohit Singh Sajwan said
four police teams have been
formed to arrest the accused.

According to the com-
plaint, Tikaram's daughter and
Ahmed studied together in
Class 12.

Three years ago, the
accused started exerting pres-

sure on her to undergo reli-
gious conversion and perform
'nikaah' (marriage). But when
the woman opposed, he threat-
ened to kidnap her, Tikaram
alleged.

The complainant's daugh-
ter married someone else in
June this year. However,
Ahmed continued to harass
her family members, he said.

According to the com-
plaint, Ahmed went to
Tikaram's house on Saturday
and asked him to bring his
daughter back from her in-
laws' house.

Threatening her family,
the accused told Tikaram that
the woman will have to under-
go religious conversion and
marry him, according to the
complaint.

Tikaram subsequently
approached the police, and a
case was registered against the
accused.

Deputy Inspector General
of Police, Bareilly range, Rajesh
Kumar Pandey told reporters
that the case was being inves-
tigated.

Uttar Pradesh Governor
Anandiben Patel on Saturday
gave assent to an ordinance
against forcible or fraudulent
religious conversions that pro-
vides for imprisonment up to

10 years and a maximum fine
of Rs 50,000 under different
categories.

The promulgation of the
Uttar Pradesh Prohibition of
Unlawful Conversion of
Religion Ordinance, 2020,
came four days after the Yogi
Adityanath government
approved the draft of the leg-
islation which also curbs reli-
gious conversions only for the
sake of marriage.

Under the law which deals
with different categories of
offences, a marriage will be
declared “null and void” if the
conversion of a woman is sole-
ly for that purpose, and those
wishing to change their reli-
gion after marriage need to
apply to the district magistrate.

The ordinance mainly
envisages that no person shall
convert, either directly or indi-
rectly from one religion to
another by use or practice of
misrepresentation, force,
undue influence, coercion,
allurement or by any fraudu-
lent means or by marriage nor
shall any person abet, convince
or conspire such conversion.

The onus to prove that the
conversion has not been done
forcibly will lie on the person
accused of the act and the con-
vert, it said. PTI

Balrampur (UP): The wife of a journalist,
who was charred to death along with his
friend in a fire that broke out in his house in
Balrampur district, threatened to immolate
herself on Sunday if police failed to arrest the
accused.

Vibha Singh, wife of the deceased jour-
nalist, on Sunday told reporters that if the
police is unable to arrest the accused persons
responsible for the death of her husband, she
will immolate herself along with her children.

She also said the police had assured her
that the case will be resolved in a couple of
days, but now she is unable to have faith in
the police.

Rakesh Singh, 35, working for a local
newspaper, and his friend Pintu Sahu, 32, suf-
fered serious burns in the fire at the house in
Kalwari village, Balrampur Superintendent of
Police Dev Ranjan Verma had said on
Saturday. 

While Sahu died on the spot, Singh suf-
fered 90 per cent burns and was referred to
a Lucknow hospital where he succumbed to
the injuries, the SP said. 

The father of the deceased journalist,
Munna Singh, has demanded action appre-
hending that his son was murdered.

According to the police, Rakesh Singh's
wife and children had gone to a relative's
house two days ago following some dispute
between the couple. On Friday night, there
was an explosion in the house after which one
of the walls collapsed and one of the rooms
caught fire, police said.  The SP said investi-
gations are on and two people have been
detained for questioning. PTI 

Barabanki (UP): The body of a 19-year-
old girl gone missing two days ago was
found stuffed in a jute bag dumped at a
desolate place in the Ramnagar police sta-
tion area of the district, police said on
Sunday.

Barabanki Superintendent of Police
Arvind Chaturvedi said the body was
recovered on Saturday a day after she had
gone missing from her home. On the girl's
father complaint, the police lodged a case
of abduction and murder on Saturday, said
the SP.  “Whether the girl was raped after
her abduction will be known after the post
mortem. The case is being probed from
angles,” said the SP, adding stern action will
be initiated against the person found guilty
in the case. PTI

Aligarh: A 30-year-old man was shot dead in a
crowded market in Civil Lines area here after he alleged-
ly refused to lend Rs 200 to an acquaintance, police said
on Sunday. 

Ansar Ahmad, a father of three, owned a tyre repair
shop at Shamshad Market under Civl Lines Police
Station and was killed on Saturday by Asif, police said.

The accused is a drug addict and managed to flee
the spot after committing the crime, Superintendent of
Police (City) Abhishek Kumar told reporters.

According to police, Asif had on Saturday
approached Ahmad wanting to lend his motorcycle,
however, the request was turned down.  Later in the day,
the accused again landed at Ahmad's shop and
demanded Rs 200 from him. As soon as the victim
refused, Asif took out a countrymade pistol from his
pocket and before any of the bystanders could react, shot
Ahmad in the head. He then grabbed a two-wheeler
parked nearby and escaped, they said. PTI
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The Covid-19 toll in
Maharashtra crossed

47,000 mark on Sunday, as the
State recorded 85 fresh deaths,
while the number of infections
rose to 5,544.

A day after Maharashtra
logged 75 deaths and 5965
infections, the number of
deaths rose by 10, while the
number of daily infections
went up by 421.

With 85 fresh deaths, the
total number in Maharashtra
climbed 46,986 to 47071.
Similarly, with 5544 new infec-
tions, the total infections
jumped from  18,14,515. to
18,20,059.

As 4362 more people were
discharged from various hos-
pitals the number of people dis-
charged from the hospitals on
Sunday after full recovery since
the second week of March this
year went up to 16,80,926. The
recovery rate in the state
dropped marginally from 92.40
per cent to 92.36 per cent. 

The Covid-19 toll in
Mumbai climbed from  10,847
to 10,865, while the infected
cases went up by 940 to trigger
a jump in the total infections
from  to 2,82,821. 

Meanwhile, the number of

“active cases” total cases in the
state went up from 89,905 to
90,997. The fatality rate in the
state stood at 2.59 per cent.

Pune district, which con-
tinued to be the worst-affected
city-district in Maharashtra,
saw the total number of cases
increase from 3,51,784 to
3,52,565, while the total num-
ber of deaths in Pune increased
to 7418 to 7443.

Thane district remained
in the third spot --after Pune
and Mumbai – after the total
number of infections rose from
2,39,598  to 240323, while the
total deaths climbed from  5303
to 5310.

Of the 1,08,04,422 samples
sent to laboratories, 18,20,059
have tested positive (16.85 per
cent) for COVID-19 until
Sunday.

Currently, 5,26, 555 people
are in home quarantine while
6,814 people are in institutional
quarantine.

Palghar: The decomposed body
of an  unidentified woman has
been found by police in
Maharashtra's Palghar district, a
police official said on Sunday.

Some passersby experienced
foul smell in Sativali Khind
area here on Saturday and alert-
ed the police.

Later, the police went to the
area and found the decom-
posed body of a woman,
believed to be around 30 to 35
years of age, the official said.

The police suspect the
woman was killed by some per-
sons elsewhere and the body was
dumped at the spot where it was
found.

The body was sent for post-
mortem and a case was regis-
tered under Indian Penal Code
Sections 302 (murder) and 201
(causing disappearance of evi-
dence of offence), the official
said. PTI

Chitrakoot (UP): A 28-year-
old pregnant woman was killed
with a sharp-edged weapon in
a village in Uttar Pradesh's
Chitrakoot on Sunday morn-
ing, police said here.

The body of the woman,
who was four-month preg-
nant, was found lying on a cot
in a room of her home by her

husband, SHO, Raipura police
station, Sushilchandra Sharma
said, adding that the incident
took place in Khajuriha Kala
village.

The SHO said the husband
of the deceased has lodged a
complaint against a woman
and a young man of the same
village, and a case was regis-

tered. 
However, no reason for

murder has been mentioned in
the police complaint, he added.

The body of the deceased
has been sent for a post-
mortem examination, the
police said, and added that no
one has been detained so 
far. PTI

Puducherry: The Union Territory of
Puducherry logged 33 fresh coronavirus cases
during the last 24 hours pushing the overall tally
to 36,935, a top Health department official said
on Sunday.

Meanwhile, no fresh fatality was reported for
the 10th day in succession, a release from
Director of Health and Family Welfare S Mohan
Kumar said.

The 33 fresh cases were identified at the end
of the examination of 2,926 samples of which 21
were reported in the Puducherry region, six in
Karaikal, five in Mahe and one in Yanam.

The Health department Director said 72
patients were discharged during the last 24 hours
ending 10 AM Sunday. PTI

Aizawl: At least 16 people, including two  Border
Security Force (BSF) jawans, have tested posi-
tive for Covid-19 in Mizoram on Sunday, tak-
ing the State's tally to 3,822, a senior official
said.

Of the 16 fresh cases, seven were reported
from Aizawl, five from Lawngtlai and one each
from Lunglei, Mamit, Siaha and Champhai, the
official said.

Four cases were detected through RT-PCR
at Zoram Medical College, one at a TrueNat lab
in Siaha district and the rest by Rapid Antigen
Test, he said.

Two BSF jawans, one policeman and two
children, aged eight and 10, are among the newly
infected people, he said. PTI
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Kolkata: Earlier the Trinamool Congress per-
petrated the goonda raj  but now it was the BJP’s
turn to unleash the same, Bengal BJP leader
Dilip Ghosh on Sunday said giving a sharp
reply to TMC MP Abhishek Banerjee’s remark
that the State BJP president was a goonda.

“Yes if he thinks that I am a goonda … so
be it … I am a goonda and would act as one
… there is no harm in becoming a goonda to
tame the other goondas… till today TMC had
unleashed the goonda raj… now it is our turn
to do the same and will do the same if it is need-
ed,” Ghosh said daring Banerjee to stop him
if he could.

“I again say that I will act like a goonda and
dare him to stop me … stop me if you can,”
he said adding the TMC will soon see a big ruf-

fle in the party. “Let December come and they
will see some big changes taking place their
party… they will stop talking loud … Instead
of attacking us and calling us goonda they
should instead take care of their own house and
save it from collapse. The TMC will vanish in
a few months time,” Ghosh said.

Earlier from a public rally Banerjee said
that unlike the BJP leaders he would not talk
in innuendo. Rather “I will openly say that
Kailash Vijaybargiya, Amit Shah, Sunil Deodar
are outsiders to Bengal… I will openly say that
the president of Bengal BJP is a goonda and I
repeat he is a goonda… I will openly say that
Akaash Vijaybargiya the son of Kailash
Vijaybargiya is a goonda … let them take action
against me if they can,” he said.
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Uttar Pradesh reported 24 more
COVID-19 fatalities on Sunday,

taking the death toll to 7,742, while
2,036 new cases pushed the state's
infection tally to 5,41,873.

Seven deaths were reported from
state capital Lucknow and two from
Gorakhpur, a Health department
bulletin issued here said.

As far as new infections are con-
cerned, Lucknow recorded 342 fol-
lowed by 230 in Meerut, 123 in
Gautam Buddh Nagar, 113 in
Ghaziabad and 108 in Kanpur.

As many as 2,618 patients have
been discharged from hospitals since
Saturday after recuperating from the
disease, taking the total number of
recoveries in the state to
5,09,556.

The number of active COVID-19
cases in the state now stands at
24,575, the bulletin stated.

Over 1.75 lakh samples were
tested in a span of 24 hours in the
state, and the number of tests con-
ducted so far is more then 1.91
crore, it added.

Chairing a review meeting at his
official residence here during the day,
Chief Minister Yogi Adityanath said
the public should be continuously
made aware about ways to prevent the
infection, an official statement
said. 
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Thirty-two more people tested positive for COVID-19 in Tripura on Sunday,
pushing the state's tally to 32,674, a health department official said.
The death toll remained at 367 as no new fatality due to the contagion

was reported.
West Tripura district, comprising state capital Agartala, has accounted for

185 of the COVID-19 deaths, the official said.
Tripura now has 652 active cases, while 31,632 people have recovered from

the disease, including 72 in the last 24 hours. Twenty-three patients have migrat-
ed to other states.

As many as 5,25,212 samples have been tested for COVID-19 in the state
so far, he said. 

Kolkata: West Bengal Education
Minister  Partha Chatterjee on Sunday
said there was no plan to start class-
es in colleges and universities across
the State immediately.

After a virtual meeting with Vice-
Chancellors of state universities, the
minister said, at present campuses
cannot be opened for students due to
the pandemic.

“Classes will continue to be held
online. The higher education depart-
ment is of the view, after elicting the
opinion of VCs, that classes cannot
take place on the campuses 
in the present situation as the pan-
demic is still continuing,” Chatterjee
said.

Higher educational institutions
can also extend the admission process
by another 15 days at both
Undergraduate and Postgraduate lev-
els, the minister said.

The UG and PG curriculum will
be curtailed in consultation with the
respective university authorities, he
said.

To a question, Chatterjee said, the
first semester may also be conducted
online if the situation warrants.

The government had earlier said
in October that it was mulling to start
on campus activities in various state-
run higher educational institutions
from December 1 depending on the
pandemic situation. PTI 
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T
he Central Government has
approved production-linked
incentives (PLI) for manufac-

turers in 13 sectors. It essentially
means that if an eligible manufac-
turer produces and sells/exports eli-
gible goods worth �100 crore, the
Government will give him �5 crore
(assuming five per cent incentive) as
a reward/incentive because such
sale/export of locally manufactured
goods will create local jobs.

The PLI will be available for
sale/export for the next five years in
addition to the existing incentives.
Now this is one of the concerns that
remains for investors and would
need to be addressed to make the
scheme a success. As the PLI ben-
efit has been assured only for five
years, the investor has to assess the
financial viability of the project
beyond the PLI period. Once a man-
ufacturing unit has been set up with
a lot of fixed investment, recovery
may be difficult. So the five-year
period has to be utilised to make life
easy for all businesses and job cre-
ators. In other words, the “ease of
doing business” has to improve sub-
stantially.

The Government expects that
it may be called upon to pay about
�2 lakh crore, which means a total
sale/export of about �40 lakh crore
(assuming five per cent PLI rate)
during the next five years. This PLI
will increase local manufacturing of
eligible goods by an output equal to
about 20 per cent of the current
GDP.

Thus, the second concern is
changing growth dynamics and the
global demand scenario, especially
in the post-pandemic world. To get
free cash of �2 lakh crore from the
Government, specified goods worth
about �40 lakh crore would need to
be produced in India and a match-
ing demand would be needed in a
world where the cut-throat compe-
tition is going to deepen.

The third concern is about
how much of the PLI benefit would
boost the investor’s actual post-tax
income. In October, the Ministry of
Electronics and Information
Technology (MEITY) approved PLI
benefits (four per cent to six 
per cent) to 16 companies. The PLI
is available for incremental sales of
goods manufactured in India five
years subsequent to the base year
(FY 2019-20).

Now, whether the incentive of
four per cent to six per cent of
invoiced price for five years would
be enough compensation to offset

the cost disadvantage in India
remains to be seen. One plus
point in favour of the new man-
ufacturing units is 15 per cent
corporation tax that was
announced last year. For them,
manufacturers of highly brand-
ed products like Apple iPhones,
the PLI scheme and reduced cor-
porate tax are major incentives.
Since such manufacturers face lit-
tle competition for their products,
they can set prices of their prod-
ucts on their own. The PLI ben-
efit may or may not be fully
passed on to the retail buyers in
this particular case.

Most other manufacturers
may face stiff price competition
and may not be able to fully
pocket the PLI benefit to offset
their cost disadvantage. Their dis-
cerning, hard-bargaining buyers
will demand price discounts on
the basis of the PLI benefit.

The percentage of PLI ben-
efit may vary across beneficiaries
and depending on the competi-
tion, the post-tax actual benefit
could vary from investor to
investor. The PLI scheme, there-
fore, needs supplementation by
sustained investor facilitation
and improvement in ease of
doing business.

Incentives like income tax
and Central excise exemptions,
VAT/GST reimbursements,
interest and insurance subsidies,
subsidies on plant/machinery
and so on are typically provided
for industries set up in industri-
ally-backward areas like North-
eastern states.

At present, the total manu-
facturing output of all items
(whether PLI eligible or not) in
a year is about 16 per cent of the
GDP. The services sector has a 55

to 60 per cent contribution in
GDP and has been a major
employer so far.

The PLI will be available to
all new manufacturing units and
also to existing manufacturing
units for their extra production,
additional over baseline output.
For example, existing mobiles
and electronics manufacturers are
entitled to PLI benefit for what-
ever they produce over and
above the 2019-20 level produc-
tion in the next five years. The
manufacturing units will have to
apply, register and go through a
vetting process and enter into
proper agreement with the
Government so as to ensure
that only eligible manufacturers
get the incentive for actual local
manufacturing.

On April 1, a PLI scheme
promising �40,951 crore incen-
tive (four to six per cent of pro-
duction value) was notified for
manufacturers of mobile phones
and other electronic compo-
nents. Medical devices and bulk
drugs (active pharmaceutical
ingredients) were added to PLI
eligibility in July and on
November 11, 10 more manufac-
turing sub-sectors were added.

Thus, �1,97,291 crore of
cash incentive has been promised
in the next five years to manufac-
turers of automobiles and auto
components (�57,042 crore);
mobile manufacturing and spec-
ified electronics/technology
products (�45,951 crore);
advance chemistry cell batteries
(�18,100 crore); pharmaceuticals
and drugs (�21, 940 crore); med-
ical devices (�3,420 crore); tele-
com and networking products
(�12,195 crore); processed food
(�10,900 crore); man-made fibres

and technical textiles (�10,683
crore); high-efficiency solar PV
modules (�4,500 crore); white
goods like ACs and LEDs (�6,238
crore) and speciality steel (�6,322
crore).

For its move in October to
approve grant of PLI benefit
(four to six per cent ) to 16 com-
panies, MEITY received a very
good response from mobile
handset manufacturers.

The production of mobile
phones surged from about
�18,900 crore in 2014-15 to
�170,000 crore in 2018-19.
Samsung, Foxconn Hon Hai,
Rising Star, Wistron and Pegatron
have been granted PLI benefit
only for manufacturing high-end
phones (invoice value �15,000
and above).  

Foxconn Hon Hai, Wistron
and Pegatron are contract man-
ufacturers for Apple iPhones.
They expect to have a major
export turnover for high-end
phones. Some Indian mobile
phone companies, including
Lava, Bhagwati (Micromax),
Padget Electronics, UTL
Neolyncs and Optiemus
Electronics, have also been
approved for PLI.

This scheme aims to make
India a manufacturing hub of
global repute, reduce imports and
generate employment. It covers
both low-value and high-employ-
ment items like textiles and food
as well as high-value and low-
employment items like automo-
biles, mobiles, electronics, white
goods, including high technolo-
gy items like Advanced Chemical
cell battery. Incentivising local
manufacture of items like ACC
battery, auto and electronics
components will help India

become part of the global value
chains. The automobile industry
turnover already accounts for
almost half of the total value of
manufactured items.

The auto, electronics and
pharma industries, which have
substantial import dependence
and also high export potential, are
major beneficiaries of the scheme
while textiles and processed food
are major employment genera-
tors.

A pertinent question is why
should the Government give
financial assistance of �900 to a
phone manufacturing company
for every phone sold at �15,000
(assuming six per cent PLI)?
After all, more than half of the
value of a phone may comprise
imported components. The
answer to this question is local
employment.

The exports, in any case, are
tax-free. Under the WTO rules,
a Government can refund all
taxes collected from exports so
that the local taxes are not
exported to foreign buyers. So,
whatever Customs, excise duties
and GST are paid on exported
items, they are eventually refund-
ed by the Government. Often,
exporters face the problem of
working capital if the refund is
delayed.

There is a growing demand
in the world for diversification in
supply chains and India can
become a major player. The pro-
motion of the manufacturing sec-
tor means forward integration
with global supply chains and
backward linkages with the
MSME sector.

The domestic electronics
hardware manufacturing faces a
lack of a level-playing field vis-à-
vis competing nations. It is
assessed that it costs about 8.5 per
cent to 11 per cent more to man-
ufacture these items in India on
account of lack of adequate infra-
structure, domestic supply chain
and logistics; high cost of finance;
inadequate availability of quali-
ty power; limited design capabil-
ities and focus on R and D by the
industry; and inadequate skill
development. Sunrise sectors
need support in the initial 
stages.

Traditionally, we have tried
to attract investors with invest-
ment subsidies like giving land at
concessional rates and subsidy on
plant and machinery cost at a
fixed percentage of say 15 per
cent to 20 per cent of price.
Thereafter, if the unit does not
properly run, the subsidy goes
waste. The PLI scheme is result-
oriented. The cash incentives
will be paid only if the manufac-
turers make the goods. It is a bet-
ter alternative from the
Government’s viewpoint.

(The author is former Special
Secretary, Ministry of Commerce
and Industry)
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Sir — Football legend Diego
Maradona visited two football-
crazy Indian cities during his
lifetime – Kolkata and Kannur.
We cherish the day when
Maradona came to our city,
Kannur, eight years ago. He
came, he saw and conquered the
hearts of thousands.

This city, which has given to
the country some of its best
footballers, was decked up with
huge welcome posters and
hoardings. Soccer fans came
from everywhere to catch a
glimpse of the “god of football.”
I still remember how the area
outside his hotel was jam-
packed. As soon as they saw
him waving from the balcony of
his room, they were euphoric.
There was a big cheer for him
from the people, who were
whistling, clapping, shouting,
dancing and some even crying.

Later at Jawahar stadium,
Maradona mesmerised the
crowd – perhaps the biggest in
the city so far –  with his
unique brand of stunts and
tricks. There was a cake in the
shape of the football stadium.
He made sure that he didn’t slice
the ball because for him, they
say, it was his life and soul. The

hotel room, in which he stayed,
has been turned into a shrine
with things he used kept intact.
The great part about Maradona
is that he gifted a personal
memory to everybody.  

M Pradyu
Kannur
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Sir —  A desperate BJP, seeking
to gain a toe-hold in the Greater
Hyderabad Municipal
Corporation, has ruffled feath-
ers in a big way in its local rank
and file as “outsiders” have

been appointed to oversee the
December 1 election.

One immediate reaction to
the paratrooping of the saffron
party’s leadership was the self-
immolation bid by a grassroot
worker in Musheerabad divi-
sion in front of the OBC

Morcha National president Dr
K Laxman’s camp office.The
unfortunate incident reflects
the seething anger among the
BJP workers against the unwel-
come moves made by the party
leadership. The incident
occurred hours before Congress
leader and former Hyderabad
Mayor Banda Karthika Reddy
joined the BJP. 

The appointment of BJP
general secretary Bhupendra
Yadav and four deputies from
other States to oversee the
GHMC polls, ignoring Union
Minister of State for Home G
Kishan Reddy, party’s State unit
president Bandi Sanjay Kumar
and other State leaders, has not
gone down well with the party
cadre. Following the party’s
success in Bihar polls, the BJP
leadership is counting on Yadav
to deliver in Hyderabad. Even
though the State is represented
by Reddy at the Centre, party
president JP Nadda preferred
Yadav over him. This is quite
demoralising for the cadre. One
should not ignore workers of a
region just for political gains. 

Bhagwan Thadani
Mumbai
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T
he recent encounter at Nagrota, near Jammu
on National Highway (NH) 44, in which four
heavily-armed Pakistani terrorists were

gunned down by the Indian security forces, has once
again exposed the fact that the “Deep State” in
Pakistan continues to rule the roost with the sin-
gular agenda of bleeding India through a thousand
cuts. Similar encounters had taken place on the same
highway in the past, too. Pakistan continues to use
the International Border (IB) sector as a preferred
route of infiltration not only for terrorists but also
for narco-terrorism, as it provides the twin advan-
tage of movement into Jammu and Kashmir (J&K)
and Punjab. Also, the modus operandi adopted in
most cases is near identical. After revocation of
Article 370 in J&K, Pakistan’s desperation to create
trouble has increased manifold. With the Indian
Army adopting a very strong counter-infiltration
grid on the Line of Control (LoC) and an equally
impregnable counter-terrorism grid inside the
Valley, the Pakistan Army has shifted its focus to
the IB sector with a comparatively higher success
rate. 

Pakistan is going through the worst phase of its
history. Ever since its formation, the country has suf-
fered the dilemma of identity. Regional loyalties have
surpassed national ones, leaving the Pakistan
Army alone as a symbol of national identity. This
has been exploited by the Army to its advantage by
becoming the virtual ruler. To ensure its continued
hold over the nation’s defence and foreign policy,
the Army has created a myth of India being an exis-
tential threat. At the same time it has promoted
Kashmir as an unfinished agenda of the Partition
and as our jugular vein. Despite Islamabad’s obses-
sion with Kashmir costing it dearly, both econom-
ically and strategically, it refuses to relent. Terrorism
continues to remain an instrument of its State pol-
icy. Kashmir continues to be the raison d’etre for the
continued supremacy of its Army.

Politically and economically, Pakistan is on the
verge of collapse. Prime Minister Imran Khan is the
target of a domestic rebellion against his
Government by the conglomeration of 11
Opposition parties under the banner of the Pakistan
Democratic Movement (PDM). Even Imran Khan’s
mentor, Chief of the Army Staff General Bajwa, and
his ISI chief are not being spared by the public. This
has unnerved the Army as it is quite conscious of
its image among the people. But that aura is grad-
ually eroding due to the involvement of senior Army
officers in corruption. While the  common man is
finding it difficult to survive, the Army is eating up
a large slice of the national budget. The economy
is in the doldrums. Saudi Arabia, a liberal donor till
now, is unhappy with Imran Khan due to his grow-
ing proximity with Turkey. Pakistan is neck deep in
debt and is resorting to borrowings to service it.
Unemployment and inflation are common and
Imran Khan is doing nothing to resolve these issues.
His total surrender to China is also being resented
by Pakistanis. 

Pakistan is close to an implosion at this stage
due to the growing turmoil in Balochistan, increased
unrest in Khyber-Pakhtunkhwa, revolt in Pakistan-
Occupied J&K and Gilgit Baltistan and the grow-
ing dissent in Sindh due to the ongoing protests by
the PDM. Attempts to integrate Gilgit Baltistan as
its fifth province and holding of elections there have
been met with stiff opposition from the locals. The
results of the elections are being contested as fudged.
The Balawaristan Movement for an independent
Gilgit-Baltistan is gaining momentum.

With the Pakistan Army under tremendous
pressure from China to tie down the Indian Army,
the time-tested Pakistani formula of creating an India

bogey at home has been put into practice
to generate an anti-India public opinion.
Repeated unprovoked ceasefire viola-
tions and attempts to push in terrorists
have become a norm. Apart from attempts
to distract public attention at home,
these are also being used to keep Kashmir
in the focus of the international commu-
nity as a potential flashpoint. 

Pakistan’s nuclear blackmail has been
exposed and is no longer being used as a
threat by its leadership. So it has increased
its dependence on terrorist activities in
India and the “Deep State” is involved in
spreading its tentacles in other parts of the
country apart from Kashmir. However,
Kashmir for the time-being continues to
remain its main focus because of the real-
isation that with the passing of each day
peacefully, Pakistan is losing its relevance
there. That was the main reason behind
infiltrating a heavily-armed group with
about 750 kg of RDX to create mayhem
in Kashmir on the eve of the District
Development Council elections in J&K. 

Plus, China is egging Pakistan on to
keep the pot boiling in Kashmir. It needs
a hold in Gilgit-Baltistan and does not
want to part with Shaksgam and Aksai
Chin. Hence, irrespective of the success
achieved by us at Nagrota, Pakistan is not
going to relent. We have to be proactive
and make the cost of such attempts as pro-
hibitive for the “Deep State” as possible.

Unfortunately, the IB sector remains
our weakness, which is being exploited by
the enemy. Many questions need to be
answered by the Border Security Force
(BSF) which is responsible for guarding
the IB. Why is it that the tunnels are
detected only after infiltration has taken
place? Why is no action taken to pin
responsibility for the lapses? Why are no
proactive measures taken to prevent sim-
ilar failures in the future? Is it lack of

resources, professionalism or sincerity?
The Government has spent crores of

rupees to equip the BSF so that it can stop
infiltration, including the Comprehensive
Integrated Border Management System
(CIBMS) to overcome the difficulties of
the terrain. Not very long ago BSF offi-
cers had displayed to the media a tractor
modified for tunnel detection. There were
also claims of importing tunnel detection
equipment. What happened to all that and
why is that equipment not being used? 

The BSF has been provided with seis-
mic sensors and any underground distur-
bance is meant to be picked up by them.
Definitely, the digging of a 150 metre-long
tunnel should have been picked up by
these sensors but it wasn’t. Are these sen-
sors non-functional or have they not been
sited and deployed tactically? Incidentally
these tunnels serve a dual purpose and the
BSF knows that apart from sneaking in
terrorists, these are also used for smug-
gling narcotics. Plus, what was the need
to make the detection of the tunnel pub-
lic? Rather it should have been booby-
trapped and kept under surveillance. We
have to accept that there are major
chinks in our armour as far as guarding
the IB sector is concerned and the enemy
is exploiting these to its advantage. 

Knowing the enemy’s compulsion to
keep Kashmir on the boil, strict measures
need to be taken to prevent Islamabad
from treating the IB sector as a preferred
route for infiltration. First and foremost,
the BSF needs to reconsider its pattern of
deployment of ambushes at night. Apart
from avoiding predictability, it needs to
give up the pattern of deploying in a sin-
gle line without depth. For day patrolling,
it needs to be provided with detection
equipment. 

A “no gap pattern” deployment of
CIBMS has to be ensured, including

liaisoning with neighbouring units to
cover gaps. The fact that the terrorists
trekked on foot for nine km undetected
and thereafter boarded a truck on the NH
and travelled up to Nagrota unchal-
lenged is a matter of concern and expos-
es the gaps in the surveillance and vigi-
lance of depth areas and the NH. Hence,
armed highway patrols have to be activat-
ed. Mobile checkposts have to be estab-
lished to avoid predictability. Cameras
need to be installed 24x7. There is an
urgent and inescapable need for full body
scanners at select places on the NH.

There is a valuable asset of ex-service-
men in these areas. A Border Defence
Volunteer Force to strengthen the depth
area surveillance and patrolling should be
raised for utilising the services of these ex-
servicemen. They should be deployed on
either side of the NH, up to a depth of five-
10 km, depending on the distance of the
IB from the NH. It will strengthen the
hands of the local police. 

A serious review of command and
control of all border guarding forces on
the Line of Actual Control (LAC) and the
IB is an urgent requirement. To have
greater coordination and effective com-
mand and control, these need to be placed
under the Ministry of Defence and the
local Army formation. The present sys-
tem has been found wanting time and
again. Let not this aspect of national secu-
rity become a victim of turf wars. Let not
the recent incident at Nagrota meet the
fate of similar encounters in the past. It
should ring warning bells and lessons
should be learnt from it. Pakistan is not
going to change, we will have to change
ourselves if we want to have a zero toler-
ance policy against terror.

(The author is a Jammu-based veter-
an, political commentator, columnist, secu-
rity and strategic analyst)
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I
n philosophy and literary criticism,
the term “the other” means an enti-
ty which is constructed to define

the self. According to J Miller in The
Sage Encyclopaedia of Quantitative
Research Methods, “the other” is the
opposite of the self. Both are percep-
tions though, constructed by an indi-
vidual, community or the State. For
example, the Nazis in Germany per-
ceived the Jews as being racially infe-
rior compared to the pure Aryan races.
So the “imperfect” Jews were con-
structed as “the other” to define the
“perfectness” of the Aryans (white
Germanic races). The self in this
respect can be an individual or an ide-

ology belonging to a perceived social,
religious or political whole that can
only be defined in contrast to “the
other” which is either explained as
being inferior, different or even threat-
ening to the whole. The nationalist idea
which led to the creation of Pakistan
was almost entirely based on this.
Muslim nationalism in India could
only be defined in contrast to Hindu
majoritarianism, “the other”, which was
explained as being “culturally differ-
ent” and politically threatening to the
Muslim community of the region.

In the same way, Hindu national-
ism cannot be defined without the
construction of the Muslim other. The
self in this context can only reassure
and strengthen its perceived self-
image by assuring the assumed dissim-
ilarities of “the other.” Scholars such as
Edward Said and the post-modernist
philosopher Michel Foucault severe-
ly castigated the self as an agent of con-
formity. To bolster the power and self-
image of social and political conformi-
ty (of an elite), it demonised non-con-
formists as “the other.” To Said, the act

of European colonialists of imagining
the colonised native as an uncouth,
entirely sensual and overtly emotion-
al being was an act of enhancing the
self-image of the superiority of the
European self in contrast to the orien-
tal other. 

In his 1961 book, Madness and
Civilisation, Foucault argues that the
conventional idea of madness was a
“social construct” imposed by a con-
formist elite upon those who refused
to conform. Years later, Foucault went
on to praise the 1979 Islamic
Revolution in Iran by deriding Western
powers for demonising Ayatollah
Khomeini as “the other.” According to
the Lebanese author Kim Ghattas, in
her book Black Wave, Foucault did not
retract his support for Khomeini even
when he established an authoritarian
theocracy and ordered the execution
of hundreds of Iranian men and
women.

On the other hand, according to
the critics of Edward Said’s Orientalism,
Said clubbed together a diverse array
of colonised peoples of Africa and Asia

as a homogenous whole and then
defined this abstract totality in contrast
to a ruthless European colonial set-up.
In other words, to define a perceived
homogenous self, he created “the
other” in the shape of a colonial
European elite, which was dismissed,
in a rather binary manner, as being an
entirely evil entity. This is understood
as “Occidentalism.” 

This can imply that “the other” is
not always passive. But on occasions,
rather ironically, it strikes back, not by
overturning how it is being perceived
and demonised by a conformist col-
lective-self, but by actually becoming
exactly that. Foucault praised Iran’s rev-
olution as a “spiritual” event which was
not understood by the “non-spiritual”
West. He believed this was why the
West was demonising Khomeini as
being fanatical and mad. 

Yet, in response, Khomeini inten-
sified this image of him as a way to dif-
ferentiate “Islamic Iran” from the sec-
ular West. He moulded a collective
Islamic self in Iran in contrast to a
Western secular other. This often

leads to what is known as “self-
Orientalism” or when “the other”
begins to behave exactly how a collec-
tive self portrays and perceives it as
being. 

The idea is either to own the char-
acteristics and labels given to it by the
collective self and weave them into an
aggressive ideology against the collec-
tive self, or to own these labels and pre-
sent them as being as superior as that
to the collective self. Khomeini owned
the label given to him by Western gov-
ernments of being “a fanatic” and used
it to intimidate the West, and on the
other hand, normalise it as an ethos in
Iran. Muslim radicals around the
world followed suit. 

Things in this respect are even
more intriguing in India. For decades,
self-Orientalism in India meant pro-
ducing cultural and spiritual products
that were designed according to how
“mystical, magical and spiritual” India
was perceived in the West. This ploy
was good for business and public rela-
tions. But “the other” was missing. This
made Indians seem entirely passive

and, as the historian Markus Daechsel
demonstrates in his book The Urdu
Middle-class Milieu in Mid-twentieth
Century India, this image was prob-
lematic and too “effeminate” for Hindu
nationalists, especially compared to the
“masculinity” of some forms of
Muslim nationalism.

After 2014, once Hindu national-
ists gained an overwhelming majori-
ty in the Parliament, they began to cre-
ate a “masculine” self-image and a col-
lective self in contrast to “the other”:
i.e. the Indian Muslim community.
Ironically, decades earlier, by creating
a Hindu other to define his idea of
Muslim nationalism, this is exactly
what Jinnah was warning about. So, in
a way, Hindu nationalists eventually
decided to own and then flex the label
that Jinnah gave them. 

That of being hegemonic and a
threat to India’s Muslim community.
Self-Orientalism is often used by
tourism industries to cater to the
“Orientalist” perceptions of the West.
But even if some practitioners of Self-
Orientalism pose as being anti-colo-

nial and authentic (as in being non-
Western, or more spiritual), they are
usually overtly conscious of how the
West is perceiving them. During the
2013 elections in Pakistan, campaign
commercials of Imran Khan’s Centre-
Right party, the PTI, showed a
Pakistani being gladly welcomed by an
immigration officer (in a blonde wig),
presumably in a European country.
Here the post-colonial self was seek-
ing validation from a post-colonial
Western other. 

Sometimes indigenous acts are
performed just to gain traction from
Westerners. In 2003, the former chief
of Jamaat-i-Islami, the late Qazi
Hussain Ahmad, said there was noth-
ing wrong in behaving or looking reli-
gious “because the West is more
appreciative of this.” This is an exam-
ple of how self-Orientalism looks
towards the West for validation. An
image was adopted (of religiosity) to
attract attention (and maybe praise) of
“the others” by confirming to the per-
ceptions of a “pious Muslim.”

(Courtesy: Dawn) 
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Los Angeles: A mysterious
metal monolith found in the
remote desert of the western
United States, sparking a
national guessing game over
how it got there, has apparent-
ly disappeared, officials said.

The Bureau of Land
Management in Utah said
Saturday it had received “cred-
ible reports” that the object had
been removed “by an unknown
party” on Friday evening.

The bureau “did not
remove the structure which is
considered private property,” it
said in a statement. AFP

Kathmandu: China’s Defence
Minister Gen Wei Fenghe on
Sunday met Prime Minister KP
Sharma Oli and held talks with
Nepal Army chief Gen Purna
Chandra Thapa on various
issues of bilateral interest,
aimed at bolstering military
cooperation and take the exist-
ing friendly ties to a new
height. Gen Wei, who is also a
State Councillor, held bilater-
al talks with Army chief Gen
Thapa at the army headquar-
ters here during his day-long
“working visit” to Nepal, said
a statement issued by the Nepal
Army. PTI
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An influential US lawmaker
has expressed concern over

reports of China’s continuing
construction activities along
the Indian border in Ladakh,
saying if the reports are true, it
is a “provocative measure” on
the part of Beijing and fits the
pattern of its conduct in the
South China Sea.

India and China have been
locked in a military standoff,
which began in May, along the
Line of Actual Control (LAC)
in eastern Ladakh.

Armies of both countries
have deployed a large number
of troops along the LAC.
Multiple rounds of talks
between the two sides to
resolve the standoff have not
yielded any concrete outcome.

“If it (reports) turns out to
be true, it would be yet anoth-
er provocative measure by the
Chinese military to change the
facts on the ground,”
Democratic Congressman Raja
Krishnamoorthi told PTI.

“It would also fit the pat-
tern of their conduct in the
South China Sea, where they
build islands, where they try to
change the facts as we previ-
ously understood them, and
they would be deeply disturb-
ing, to say the least,” said
Krishnamoorthi, who is the
first-ever Indian-American to
be on the US House Permanent
Select Committee on
Intelligence.

China claims almost all of

the 1.3 million square mile
South China Sea as its sover-
eign territory. It has been build-
ing military bases on artificial
islands in the region also
claimed by Brunei, Malaysia,
the Philippines, Taiwan and
Vietnam.

Beijing has also impeded
commercial activity like fishing
or mineral exploration by
countries like Vietnam and
the Philippines in the resource-
rich region, claiming that the
ownership of the territory
belonged to China for hun-
dreds of years.

Krishnamoorthi, who was
recently re-elected to the House
of Representatives for the third
consecutive time, said the US
stands with India.

The Congressman from
Illinois said reports including
satellite images are his source
of information about Chinese
construction activities.

“I have to say that we cur-
rently in the US Congress, but
also the Trump and the incom-
ing Biden administration 
stand by our Indian partners
and the Indo-Pacific region,” 
he said.

The recently concluded
Malabar exercise of QUAD
countries — India, Japan,
Australia and the United States
— is a signal that the democ-
racies in the Indo-Pacific
region will continue to stand
with each other and push for a
rules-based international order,
the Congressman said.

Responding to a question,

Krishnamoorthi said US
President-elect Joe Biden has
been a longtime friend of India,
and he along with Indian-ori-
gin vice president-elect 
Kamala Harris will stand with
New Delhi.

“I think his selection
Kamala Harris only cements a
relationship given her own
Indian roots. Secretary of State-
nominee Anthony Blinken is
also a longtime friend of India.
He knows the region extreme-
ly well. I trust that incoming
Secretary Blinken is going to
take the relationship to new
heights, along with President
Biden and vice president
Harris,” he said.

“They are going to contin-
ue the approach that has large-
ly been taken by Democratic
and Republican presidents,
which is we stand with India in
the region, and opposing any
kind of militaristic action on
the part of any neighbour,
including China,” he added.

Krishnamoorthi also said
addressing COVID-19 needs to
be the number one priority for
India and the US.

“A global health partner-
ship that involves India, the
United States, and all of our
partners and allies around the
world, and others, is crucial for
defeating the pandemic,” 
he said. 

“I’m confident it’s going to
happen, especially with Joe
Biden as one of the world’s pre-
mier preeminent leaders push-
ing this change,” he said.
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At least 34 people were killed
on Sunday in two separate

suicide bombings in
Afghanistan that targeted a
military base and a provincial
chief, officials said. 

There were no immediate
claims of responsibility for the
attacks, which took place as
Afghan government represen-
tatives and the Taliban hold
face-to-face talks in Qatar for
the first time to end the coun-
try’s decades-long war.

In eastern Ghazni
province, 31 soldiers were
killed and 24 others wounded
when the attacker drove a mil-
itary humvee full of explosives
onto an army commando base
before detonating the car
bomb, according to an official
in Afghanistan’s National
Security Council, who spoke
anonymously because he was
not permitted to speak direct-
ly to the media. Ghazni’s
provincial health department
chief, Zahir Shah Nikmal, also
confirmed the death toll and
casualty figures from the attack. 

Afghanistan’s Defense
Ministry released a statement
claiming 10 soldiers were killed
and nine wounded. The min-
istry also offered a different
account of what happened than
the official at the National
Security Council, saying the
vehicle exploded near the army
base after security forces
opened fire on the car. It was
not immediately clear why
there was a discrepancy. 

Interior Ministry spokesman
Tariq Arian said a suicide bomb-
ing took place, though he did not
provide further details. The sol-
diers stationed at the base were
responsible for conducting night
raids, providing support to the
army and police forces under
siege, and taking part in large-
scale operations against the
Taliban and Islamic State group
in eastern and southern
provinces of Afghanistan.
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An opinion piece published
Sunday by a hard-line

Iranian newspaper urged Iran
to attack the Israeli port city of
Haifa if Israel carried out the
killing of the scientist who
founded the Islamic Republic’s
military nuclear programme in
the early 2000s.

Though the hard-line
Kayhan newspaper has long
argued for aggressive retaliation
for operations targeting Iran,
Sunday’s opinion piece went
further, suggesting any assault
be carried out in a way that
destroys facilities and “also
causes heavy human casualties.”

Israel, suspected of killing
Iranian nuclear scientists over

the past decade, has not com-
mented on the brazen slaying
of Mohsen Fakhrizadeh. A
military-style ambush Friday
on the outskirts of Tehran
reportedly saw a truck bomb
explode and gunmen open fire
on the scientist, killing him and
a bodyguard.

US Intelligence agencies
and UN nuclear inspectors have
said the organised military
nuclear programme that
Fakhrizadeh oversaw disbanded
in 2003, but Israeli suspicion of
Tehran’s atomic program and his
involvement has never ceased.

Kayhan published the piece
written by Iranian analyst
Sadollah Zarei, who argued
Iran’s previous responses to
suspected Israeli airstrikes that

killed Revolutionary Guard
forces in Syria did not go far
enough to deter Israel. He said
an assault on Haifa also need-
ed to be greater than Iran’s bal-
listic missile attack against
American troops in Iraq fol-
lowing the US drone strike in
Baghdad that killed a top
Iranian general in January.

Striking the Israeli city of
Haifa and killing a large num-
ber of people “will definitely
lead to deterrence, because the
United States and the Israeli
regime and its agents are by no
means ready to take part in a
war and a military confronta-
tion,” Zarei wrote. 

While Kayhan is a small
circulation newspaper in Iran,
its editor-in-chief Hossein

Shariatmadari was appointed
by Supreme Leader Ayatollah
Ali Khamenei and has been
described as an adviser to him
in the past. 

Haifa, on the
Mediterranean Sea, has been
threatened in the past by both
Iran and one of its proxies, the
Lebanese militant group
Hezbollah. 

Such a strike likely would
draw an immediate Israeli
retaliation and spark a wider
conflict across the Mideast.
While Iran has never directly
targeted an Israeli city militar-
ily, it has conducted attacks tar-
geting Israeli interests abroad in
the past over the killing of its
scientists, like in the case of the
three Iranians recently freed in

Thailand in exchange for a
detained British-Australian
academic.

Singapore: A Singaporean
woman, who was infected with
the novel coronavirus in March
when she was pregnant, has
given birth to a baby with anti-
bodies against the virus, offer-
ing a new clue as to whether the
infection can be transferred
from mother to child. The baby
was born this month without
Covid-19 but with the virus
antibodies, the Straits Times
newspaper reported on Sunday,
citing the mother. 

“My doctor suspects I have
transferred my COVID-19
antibodies to him during my

pregnancy,” Celine Ng-Chan
told the paper.

Ng-Chan had been mildly
ill from the disease and was dis-
charged from hospital after
two-and-a-half weeks, the
Straits Times said. Ng-Chan and
the National University Hospital
(NUH), where she gave birth,
did not immediately respond to
a request for comment. The
World Health Organisation says
it is not yet known whether a
pregnant woman with COVID-
19 can pass the virus to her foe-
tus or baby during pregnancy or
delivery.
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British Prime Minister Boris
Johnson has urged his

Conservative Party lawmakers
to back the Government’s tier-
based Covid-19 lockdown in a
Parliament vote in a letter stress-
ing that there “a sunset” clause
— or expiry date — of February
3 on the latest restrictions.

In an attempt to curb a
growing rebellion within his
own ranks against the new
measures which face a House
of Commons vote next
Tuesday, Johnson wrote on
Saturday evening that the tiers
will be reviewed every two
weeks, and areas can move
down the tiers from mid-
December.

“Regulations have a sunset

of 3 February. After the fourth
fortnightly review (27 January),
Parliament will have another
vote on the tiered approach,
determining whether the mea-
sures stay in place until the end
of March,” he wrote.

In his attempt to placate
angry MPs opposed to further
lockdowns, he also committed
to publish more data and out-
line what circumstances need
to change for an area to move
down a tier, as well analysis of
the health, economic and social
impacts of the measures taken
to suppress coronavirus.

Most of England’s popula-
tion is set to fall under the two
toughest tiers when the second
national lockdown ends on
December 2. Around 32 mil-
lion people – covering 57.3 per

cent of England and including
London – will fall into Tier 2
or high alert level which means
the rule of six applies with up
to six members of different
households allowed to meet
outdoors.

Hospitality venues are
allowed to open but operate
under these strict rules, with din-
ing indoors restricted to single
households and support bubbles
and alcohol sale permitted only
with a substantial meal.

Besides, some 23.3 million
people — or 41.5 per cent of
the population — are going to
be placed in the highest alert
level of Tier 3, which prohibits
any mixing of households and
hospitality venues allowed to
open only for takeaways.

Only three regions of the

Isle of Wight, Cornwall, and the
Isles of Scilly will be under the
lightest Tier 1 controls where
the rule of six applies overall
and most venues are allowed to
function near normally.

The further tough mea-
sures after four weeks of a stay-
at-home lockdown has trig-
gered a backlash among
Johnson’s own Tory MPs and
the changes could now face a
fight in Parliament 
after the Opposition Labour
Party remains undecided and
may abstain in the vote on
Tuesday.

The Cabinet has been ral-
lying around to try and ensure
the latest measures to 
curb the spread of coronavirus
infections clears the Commons
hurdle.
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Thailand’s indefatigable pro-
democracy activists took to

Bangkok’s streets again Sunday,
this time to protest the army as
they push forward with their
campaign for sweeping
reforms, including to the
nation’s monarchy.

Around 800 protesters
gathered in the afternoon and
in early evening marched to the
base of the 11th Infantry
Regiment, which is closely
associated with the country’s
royal palace. Their number
grew to well over 1,000 as they
settled in for speeches by
protest leaders.

An advance group of pro-
testers had already pulled away
two decrepit buses that had
been used to block the entrance
to the base and removed strands
of razor wire. A large contingent
of riot police, several rows deep,
stood their ground in front of the
gate but there didn’t appear to be
an imminent chance of a clash.

The protesters believe that
the army undermines democ-
racy in Thailand, and that
King Maha Vajiralongkorn
wields too much power and

influence in what is supposed
to be a democratic constitu-
tional monarchy.

The student-led protesters
for months now have been
demanding reforms to make the
monarchy more accountable,
even though criticism of the

institution has long been con-
sidered taboo and comments
judged defamatory of the king
and key royals are punishable by
up to 15 years in prison.

“People should be able to
criticize the king. People should
be able to inspect what he

does. In this way, people will
respect and love him more,”
said activist Somyot
Pruksakasemsuk, who served
seven years in prison for defam-
ing the monarchy and is facing
criminal charges in connection
with this year’s protests.
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Researchers have developed a
computational model of a

human lung cell which has been
used to understand how SARS-
CoV-2, the virus behind Covid-
19 disease, uses the host to sur-
vive, and to enable drug pre-
dictions for treating the virus.

Using a computer model of
a human lung cell metabolism,
the study published in the
journal Life Science Alliance,
have captured the stoichio-
metric amino and nucleic acid
requirements of SARS-CoV-2.

Their model has identified
host-based metabolic pertur-
bations inhibiting SARS-CoV-

2 reproduction, highlighting
reactions in the central metab-
olism, as well as amino 
acid and nucleotide biosyn-
thesis pathways.

In fact, researchers found
that only a few of these meta-
bolic perturbations are 
able to selectively inhibit virus
reproduction.

“We have created a stoi-
chiometric biomass function
for the Covid-19-causing
SARS-CoV-2 virus and 
incorporated this into a human
lung cell genome-scale meta-
bolic model,” said study author
Orkun Soyer, from the
University of Warwick in 
the UK.
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ATaliban spokesperson has
said that negotiators from

both sides for the Afghan peace
process have agreed on proce-
dural rules with 21 items for the
the talks to proceed, the media
reported.

“The procedure of Intra-
Afghan negotiations between
the negotiating teams was com-
pleted and finalized in 21 arti-
cles on the 15th of November,”
TOLO News quoted
spokesperson Mohammad
Naeem as saying in a tweet on
Saturday.

Last week, sources report-
ed a breakthrough in the talks
and said both sides have agreed
to include the US-Taliban
agreement, UN endorsements
for the Afghan peace process,
commitments of the negotiat-
ing teams and the will of the

Afghan people as the base for
upcoming negotiations.

The peace negotiations
between teams from the
Islamic Republic of
Afghanistan and the Taliban
started on September 12.

However, no direct talks
have started because of dis-
agreements on procedural rules
for the negotiations, TOLO
News reported.

Violence continues and
appears to be escalating since
the talks began.

The Taliban has staged
attacks on the centers of at least
50 districts in 16 provinces fol-
lowing the signing of the peace
deal with the US in February,
according to officials.
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Dave Prowse, the British
weightlifter-turned-actor

who was the body, though not
the voice, of arch-villain Darth
Vader in the original “Star Wars”
trilogy, has died. He was 85.

Prowse died Saturday after
a short illness, his agent Thomas
Bowington said on Sunday.

Born in Bristol, southwest
England, in 1935, Prowse was a
three-time British weightlifting
champion and represented
England in weightlifting at the
1962 Commonwealth Games
before breaking into movies
with roles that emphasized his
commanding size, including

Frankenstein’s monster in a pair
of Hammer Studios horror films.

Director George Lucas saw
Prowse in a small part in “A
Clockwork Orange” and asked
the 6-foot-6-inch (almost 2-
meter) actor to audition for the
villainous Vader or the Wookie
Chewbacca in “Star Wars.”

Prowse later told the BBC
he chose Darth Vader because

“you always remember the bad
guys.” Physically, Prowse was
perfect for the part. His lilting
English West Country accent
was considered less ideal, and
his lines were dubbed by James
Earl Jones.

Prowse donned Darth
Vader’s black armor and helmet
for “Star Wars” (1977), “The
Empire Strikes Back” (1980)
and “Return of the Jedi” (1983).

He expressed some regret
that, thanks to Vader’s mask, “I
can walk around with complete
anonymity.”

“All actors crave recogni-
tion and I’d like to have some
like Luke Skywalker and Han
Solo,” he told The Associated

Press in 1980. “Fortune tends
to follow fame.”

Prowse also worked as a
trainer for other actors, helping
Christopher Reeve prepare to
be the Man of Steel in hit 1978
film “Superman.”

Prowse was also known to
a generation of British children
as the Green Cross Code Man,
a superhero in a series of road
safety advertisements during
the 1970s and ‘80s.

He was a regular at “Star
Wars” fan events, but was
banned from official conven-
tions by Lucas in 2010 after the
pair fell out.

Mark Hamill, who played
Luke Skywalker in the “Star

Wars” films, tweeted that
Prowse was “a kind man &
much more than Darth Vader.”
Hamill said the actor “loved his
fans as much as they loved him.
#RIP” “Ant-Man” director
Edgar Wright also paid tribute
to Prowse on Twitter.

“As a kid Dave Prowse
couldn’t be more famous to me;
stalking along corridors as evil
incarnate in the part of Darth
Vader & stopping a whole gen-
eration of kiddies from being
mown down in street as the
Green Cross Code man,” he
wrote. “Rest in Peace, Bristol’s
finest.” Prowse is survived by
his wife Norma and their three
children.
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United Nations: The United
Nations urged restraint
Saturday after tensions rose in
the Middle East with the
assassination of a top Iranian
nuclear scientist.

Iran has blamed Israel
for Friday’s killing of Mohsen
Fakhrizadeh and vowed
revenge.
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New Delhi: The Reserve Bank
is likely to keep the benchmark
interest rates unchanged in its
next monetary policy review in
view of heightened retail infla-
tion which has persistently
remained above its comfort
level, feel experts.

However, with the eco-
nomic growth continuing to
remain in the negative territo-
ry for the second consecutive
quarter ending September, the
central bank is likely to con-
tinue with the accommodative
monetary stance keeping the
hope alive for a rate cut as and

when needed.
The six-member Monetary

Policy Committee (MPC)
headed by RBI Governor is
scheduled to meet for two days
starting December 2. The res-
olution of the sixth bi-month-
ly MPC meeting would be
announced on December 4.

In its last MPC meeting in
October, the RBI kept policy
rates unchanged to help tame
inflation that in the recent
times has surged past 6 per cent
mark. The RBI projected the
country's GDP to contract 9.5
per cent in the current finan-

cial year due to the pandemic.
It has cut policy rates by 115
basis points since February.

“With inflation continuing
to trend well above RBI's medi-
um-term target of 4 per cent,
there is limited room for a rate
cut in the upcoming policy. We
have seen encouraging signs of
a pick-up in economic activi-
ty and a return of consumer
demand, buoyed by the festive
season,” Kotak Mahindra Bank
group president consumer
banking Shanti Ekambaram
said.

The next few months are
critical as it needs to be seen
whether demand levels will

sustain and the central bank
will closely monitor the growth
trajectory and high-frequency
data prints, she added.

Retail inflation, calculated
on the basis of Consumer Price
Index (CPI), continued to rise
for the ninth month in a row in
October, reaching 7.61 per
cent on the back of high food
prices. This is the highest level
of retail inflation since May
2014 when the inflation was at
8.33 per cent.

The government has man-
dated the RBI to keep retail
inflation at 4 per cent (+/- 2 per

cent).
On concerns of elevated

level of inflation, CRISIL Chief
Economist Dharmakirti Joshi
said the RBI policy will be on
hold.

Echoing similar views,
CARE Ratings Chief
Economist Madan Sabnavis
said, “I think RBI has no choice
but to go for a pause now
because inflation is still very
high. Also, the scope for rate
cut is more or less exhausted for
this financial year. The RBI will
address the issue more through
OMOs, operation twists to

influence the g-sec yields rather
than the repo rate cut.”

According to M Govinda
Rao, Chief Economic Advisor,
Brickwork Ratings, considering
that CPI inflation remains at an
elevated level, the MPC is like-
ly to continue with the pause in
the rate.

“With real interest rates
already in the negative zone,
the space for rate reduction is
limited at present. However,
the accommodating stance is
likely to continue,” Rao said.
The RBI is expected to main-
tain status quo given the fact

that food inflation continues to
be high, whilst core inflation
has also inched up, Moneyboxx
Finance co-CEO Deepak
Agarwal said.

However, Anuj Puri,
Chairman of real estate con-
sultant Anarock said the real
estate industry's perennial hope
is fixed on lower interest rates,
which would be enabled by
reducing the repo rate.

The last meeting of the
MPC was held from October 7
to 9, 2020. It was the 25th meet-
ing of the rating-setting 
panel. PTI 

New Delhi: The US has
emerged as the second biggest
source of foreign direct invest-
ment (FDI) into India, replac-
ing Mauritius, during the first
half of the current financial
year, according to data of the
commerce and industry min-
istry.

During April-September
2020, India attracted FDI worth
USD 7.12 billion from the US
and USD 2 billion from
Mauritius, which slipped to
fourth position, the DPIIT
(Department for Promotion
of Industry and Internal Trade)
data showed.

Mauritius was the second
biggest FDI source during the
same period previous year.
The US was the fourth biggest
investor during that period.

Singapore with USD 8.30
billion foreign inflows contin-
ued to be the top source of FDI
for India in April-September
2020-21. 

The country has received
USD 2.1 billion inflows from
Cayman Isands. 

The islands was followed
by Netherlands (USD 1.5 bil-
lion), UK (USD 1.35 billion),
France (USD 1.13 billion),
Japan (USD 653 million) ,
Germany (USD 202 million),
and Cyprus (USD 48
million).

According to experts,
increasing FDI from the US
reflects the further strength-
ening of economic ties between
the two countries.

The US was also India's top
trading partner in 2019-20.

Biswajit Dhar, a professor
of economics at Jawaharlal
Nehru University, said that
“the US technology companies
are buying stakes in Indian
companies that is why FDI
numbers are showing increase”.

Despite the fact that FDI
from Mauritius is coming
down, it still accounts for 29
per cent of the total inflows
received by India during April
2000 and September 2020. In
this period, India has attracted
USD 500.12 billion foreign
direct investment.

Foreign inflows into India
grew by 15 per cent to USD 30
billion during the first half of
the current fiscal. In August,
the country had attracted USD
17.5 billion worth of foreign
investments. PTI
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New Delhi: Foreign portfolio investors
(FPI) remained net buyers for the second
consecutive month in November by
pumping in a whopping �62,951 crore in
Indian markets.

For equities segment, this is the high-
est quantum of money invested ever
since the FPI data has been made avail-
able by the National Securities Depository
Ltd.

According to depositories data, FPIs
invested a net �60,358 crore into equities
and �2,593 crore in debt segment, taking
the total net investment to �62,951 crore
between November 3-27.

In October, FPIs were net buyers to
the tune of �22,033 crore.

Global investors are preferring to
invest in emerging markets more than
developed markets as the potential upside
is much higher in emerging markets, said

Harsh Jain, co-founder and COO at
Groww.

Inflows into other emerging markets
like South Korea and Taiwan show a sim-
ilar trend, he added.

“FPIs have invested into top bluechips
of India in a big manner. A bulk of the
investment that has come in has been into
the banking sector. So, the inflow has been
concentrated in a few stocks,” Jain further
said.

Himanshu Srivastava, associate direc-
tor - manager research, Morningstar
India said that “few uncertainties have
been behind us in November with the
major one being the outcome of US
Presidential election”.

Attractive valuation compared to the
developed markets and weakness in the
dollar also supported buying, Srivastava
said. PTI
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Traders' body CAIT on Sunday
wrote to Prime Minister

Narendra Modi seeking “strong
action” against e-commerce firms for
alleged violation of FDI policy by
them.

It also sought setting up of an
empowered regulatory authority to
regulate and monitor the e-com-
merce business in India.

In the letter to the Prime
Minister, the Confederation of All
India Traders (CAIT) claimed that
“big e-commerce companies having
deep pockets are leaving no stone
unturned in monopolising the e-
commerce business and retail trade
of India with their malpractices and
violating FDI policy of the 
government and relevant laws and
rules”.

It further said that “despite mak-

ing several complaints against them,
so far no concrete action has been
taken and therefore it has become a
major roadblock for small business-
es to conduct online business activ-
ities”. The traders' body claimed that
various government authorities have
failed to protect the sanctity of the
policy and law of the government.

“Though the Ministry of
Commerce has taken some initiatives
to impress upon them to conduct
their business activities under the
purview of the law but these e-com-
merce companies have been avoiding
the law on one pretext or the other,”
CAIT said in the letter.

The traders' body while “urging
for strong action against e-com-
merce companies” also requested that
an e-commerce policy should be
announced immediately with an
explicit provision of empowered reg-
ulatory authority.
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Astartup incubated by IIT
Madras and NASSCOM

has developed a software to
convert flat images of tradi-
tional Indian garments into
photo-realistic 3D images on e-
commerce websites.

The software, its develop-
ers say, is a game changer for
small and medium enterprises
as it does away with the need
of expensive model photo-
shoots.

The software, TRI3D, is
aimed at helping SMEs survive
the economic challenges
brought about by COVID-19.

According to the team, as
many as 80,000 garments have
been digitized and sold using
TRI3D's Technology in India,

Sri Lanka and Abu Dhabi in the
last one year alone. 

More than 100 new gener-
ation entrepreneurs from
across 50 locations in India
have already deployed this
technology.

“Our unique apparel visu-
alization technology converts
flat images of garments such as
sarees into beautiful photo-
realistic 3D images on models,
mannequins and creative rep-
resentations. We have devel-
oped a software substitute for
conventional model photo-
shoots, convenient for even
the small boutique designers
and weavers who cannot afford
photoshoots,” said IIT 
Madras alumni and startup
co-founder Krishna Sumanth
Alwala.

New Delhi: Industry body CII
has urged its member compa-
nies in north India to not
lower guard against COVID-19
and ensure that the prescribed
norms of wearing masks, main-
taining physical distance of at
least 6 feet and avoiding large
gatherings are followed.

With COVID-19 cases ris-
ing for the past few weeks at an
unprecedented rate, the pan-
demic continues to pose hard-
ship for the entire country, the
chamber said in a statement on
Sunday.

Many states in northern
India are experiencing proba-
bly the second or even the third
wave of rise in infections and
mortality. With the onset of
winter, the problem is getting
accentuated, especially for the
vulnerable ones, it added.

Observing that while pan-

demic fatigue is an expected
and natural response to a pro-
longed public health crisis, the
chamber said “we need to
understand and keep in mind
the repercussions of dropping
our guard not only on the
health and safety of those
around us but also its impact
on our work and everyday
lives”.

CII Northern Region
Chairman Nikhil Sawhney
said, “As we can see some signs
of a rebound in our economy,
the least we would want now
would be another spate of shut-
downs or closing of our work-
places due to infections.

“Already, we are seeing that
some of the states are again
being forced to announce night
curfews and restrictions on
social gatherings which I would
say are not good signs.”

Sawhney has written to the
industry in north India, urging
them to not lower guard against
COVID-19 and to ensure that
the prescribed norms are fol-
lowed.

“We must also ensure that
those around us, including fam-
ily, friends and workforce also
follow these rules at all times
without fail. At the same time,
in our offices, we need to main-
tain work from home policy for
few more months,” he said.

He highlighted that the
government is committed to
ensuring the availability of the
vaccine and has stated that a
definite process is underway for
reaching it to the vulnerable
sections of society.

In the light of this, it is
essential for all industry mem-
bers to be ready for a period of
at least a year of continued vigil

and precautionary measures
for working towards containing
disease prevalence, Sawhney
said.

CII has prepared a detailed
workplace protocol, which has
been shared with the industry
members to adhere to, includ-
ing following work from home
for all offices requiring non-
contact activities, ensuring the
fullest workplace safety mea-
sures where employees are
required to be physically pre-
sent, and conducting COVID
testing of all employees and
their families.

It also includes aggressive-
ly promoting awareness among
employees' families and the
larger community and relent-
lessly spreading the message of
SMS -- sanitization and hand
washing, mask wearing, social
distancing. PTI 

New Delhi: The US, the UK,
mainland Europe and Australia
are the top markets for Indian
sellers that are exporting prod-
ucts through cross-border e-
commerce on eBay's platform, a
top official said.

Indian sellers have been
witnessing strong demand
across categories like apparel,
fine jewellery, toys, auto parts
and accessories and home decor,
especially during the holiday
season (Thanksgiving to New
Year's), eBay India Country
Manager Vidmay Naini told
PTI.

“Evolving consumer
demand and increase in the trust
in purchases outside domestic e-
commerce reflect a huge market
potential that developing coun-
tries like India should tap into
for e-commerce exports. 

The US, the UK, mainland
Europe and Australia are the top
markets Indian sellers are

exporting products through
cross-border e-commerce,” he
said. EBay's CBT (cross border
trade) business in India has
been in operation for over a
decade with an aim to help
Indian sellers list and sell mer-
chandise to over 183 million
buyers who shop on various
global platforms of eBay across
the globe, Naini said.

He noted that the overall
global e-commerce business
ranges around USD 4 trillion
(based on data from emar-
keter.Com).

“According to various esti-
mates, the pure B2C cross bor-
der e-commerce potential for
Indian sellers is approximately
USD 1 billion now...The top-
shopped categories that Indian
sellers have observed during
the holiday season sales are
clothing, shoes and accessories;
toys and games; auto parts and
accessories; fine jewellery and

watches; and home decor,” Naini
said.  During the five days win-
dow of Black Friday and Cyber
Monday, Indian sellers experi-
ence a spike in the volume of
orders and sales, and the holiday
shopping continues till
Christmas, he said.

Black Friday is celebrated a
day after Thanksgiving with
retailers wooing potential shop-
pers with special deals and dis-
counts.

Naini cited data from a sur-
vey conducted among its users
to state that shoppers have start-
ed relying more on digital mar-
ketplaces. 

He said 31 per cent respon-
dents said they had started hol-
iday shopping before September
30 this year, and 41 per cent said
they spent USD 1,000 on holi-
day gifts and celebrations in
2019. About 62 per cent said
they planned to spend the same
or more this year.  PTI
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Further suspension on trad-
ing of renewable energy

certificates (RECs) would
impact state power distribution
utilities' ability to meet renew-
able purchase obligation (RPO)
targets, electricity exchanges
PXIL and IEX said, stressing
that the trade should be
resumed at the earliest.

Talking to PTI, Indian
Energy Exchange (IEX) Head
and Senior Vice President -
Business Development Rohit
Bajaj said, “REC market is a key
avenue for obligated entities
such as captive power produc-
ers, discoms and open access
consumers to fulfil their RPO
requirements.

“Owing to the pause in
REC trade since the last five
months (July 2020), and com-
pliance year coming to an end
in the next four months, any
further delay in resuming the
trade will greatly impact their
ability to meet their RPO tar-
gets in a timely manner,” he
added.

With renewable energy
taking a centre stage in India's
energy future, such matters
require expeditious resolution
to keep the country on track to
achieve its renewable targets,
Bajaj said.

“We hope that honourable
APTEL soon issues the final
order so that the trading can
commence in December,” he
added.

New Delhi: The Finance
Ministry has asked public sector
general insurance firms, espe-
cially National Insurance,
Oriental Insurance and United
India Insurance, to rationalise
branches and cut down avoidable
expenses to improve their finan-
cial health, sources said.

Earlier this year, the Union
Cabinet decided to halt the
merger process of three state-
owned general insurance com-
panies due to weak financial
positions of these three compa-
nies. Instead, the government
approved fund infusion of
�12,450 crore to meet regulato-
ry parameters.

The finance ministry has
asked these companies to cut the
flab by rationalising branches
and rein in other avoidable
expenses like guest houses, etc,
sources said.

Besides, sources said, they
have been asked to expand their
business through digital medi-
um.

As part of capital infusion
exercise, the government also
approved raising authorised
share capital of National
Insurance Company Ltd (NICL)
to � 7,500 crore and that of
United India Insurance
Company Ltd (UIICL) and
Oriental Insurance Company
Ltd (OICL) to �5,000 crore each.

The �12,450 crore capital
infusion approved by the Cabinet
in July includes �2,500 crore pro-
vided to these companies during
2019-20. 

During this year, the
Government infused �3,475
crore while announcing infusion
of the balance � 6,475 crore in

one or more tranches.
The government in Budget

2020-21 had made a provision of
� 6,950 crore for capital infusion
in these three insurance compa-
nies in order to maintain the req-
uisite minimum solvency
ratio.

Three PSU general insurers,
with their large underwriting
losses of �14,443 crore, togeth-
er have been responsible for the
overall losses of over �7,118
crore in 2019-20.

NICL, with a combined ratio
of 160.8 per cent and under-
writing losses of �5,759 crore, has
suffered losses of �4,108 
crore while OICL (141 per cent,
�4,197 crore) and UIIL (132 per
cent, �4,487 crore) have been hit
with losses of �1,524 crore and
�1,486 crore, respectively in
2019-20.

However, New India
Assurance, the only exception
out of the four public sector gen-
eral insurers, posted a profit of
�1,418 crore in 2019-20. PTI

New Delhi: High liquidity and robust interest from
investors helped companies raise nearly �25,000 crore
through initial share-sales this year so far and 2021 is expect-
ed to be equally strong for the IPO market, experts said.

Adding to the depth of the IPO market, companies from
diverse sectors like pharma, telecommunication, IT and
financial services have made their way to the IPO space dur-
ing the period under review.

According to an analysis of data available with the stock
exchanges, 12 initial public offerings (IPOs) in 2020 so far
raised around�25,000 crore, significantly higher than �
12,362 crore mopped up through 16 initial share-sales in
the entire 2019.

Prior to that, 24 companies had floated their IPOs in
2018 that raised �30,959 crore.

In 2020 so far, close to �25,000 crore has already been
raised through IPOs and the figure could rise further as
Burger King's Rs 810-crore initial share-sale is schedule to
open on December 2.

Vinod Nair, head of research at Geojit Financial
Services, attributed higher fund raising in this year com-
pared to 2019 to high interest of corporates and retail
investors for the primary market despite huge contraction
in the economy.

At the same time, companies opted for the IPO route
to build war-chest during the uncertainties and to strength-
en their balance sheet, he added. PTI

�$6��
����� ��������/

���
��������
��
����
�������
����������
�
��������>-�1�A�����
��B������

-�
$�C�&�#���3������''#*#��B&3'��&3�
34�;�
��3�%��6.�#A53%%#�5#�4&�%�

��������
�
�, :�!	�	������
��	�
�������������
���������
	�������	
�����	��	@�	�
	
�� ����	


(	
��	�($������	�
�����������!
���
	�������������
���
A�������
���
�		��(,B����!	�
��,��	��	@����!	


�66��������

���� �
������	���������
�����
�������
7,9 ��������
���	����������������

���	� �
�������
����������
�1�

)0��)����"��(����'&���%3�*��38�% ���43�

�"&����#''#���#:83��&�*�8�3"(5���3��#��.

New Delhi: The CBIC has
asked field offices to carry out
physical verification of premis-
es of businesses which have
been granted deemed GST reg-
istration between August 21
and November 16 to ascertain
that they have genuine business
or intend to carry out so.

The Central Board of
Indirect Taxes and Customs
(CBIC) has also asked taxmen
not to grant GST registration on
deemed basis in cases where the
applicant has not opted for
Aadhaar authentication or the
authentication has failed.

Current provision under
Goods and Services Tax (GST)
law allows for deemed registra-
tion upon completion of 21 days

of application if the proper offi-
cer has not issued any notice
within the said 21 days.

The CBIC, in its instruction
to field offices, said that data
suggests that during the period
from August 21, 2020 to
November 16, 2020 deemed
registrations have been granted
in many cases where Aadhaar
authentication has not been
opted for or has failed.

“These registrations grant-
ed on deemed basis require ver-
ifications to ascertain that they
have genuine business or
intends to carry out so,” the
CBIC said while issuing
Standard Operating Procedure
(SOP) for carrying out physical
verification of persons who

have been granted deemed reg-
istration.

During the physical verifi-
cation, the officer, among other
things, would verify that in
case the applicant intends to
carry out manufacturing activ-
ity, the capital goods, if required
for the said manufacturing
activity, have been installed.

The officer would also ver-
ify electricity connection, bills
paid in the relevant period,
size of the premises – whether
it is commensurate with the
activity to be carried out by the
applicant, whether premises is
self-owned or is rented and doc-
uments relating to owner-
ship/registered lease of the said
property. PTI
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T
he newly-opened Guggenheim
Museum Bilboa in New York is
now home to a stellar exhibition

by abstractionist Wassily Wassilyevich
Kandinsky. The most enchanting works
here are his early woodcuts. Scholars say
that before he abandoned the figurative
idiom, Kandinsky created evocative
works on paper, largely in black and
white.

������� !�"��	�� #$ 
A very few people are aware that

Kandinsky had traded a very promising
career in law for a position of an art
director at a printing firm in Moscow.
The next year he came to Munich, car-
rying with him the knowledge of clas-
sic printmaking techniques like wood-
cut, etching and lithography.

The woodcut, in particular, chal-
lenged the artist to reduce compositions
and narratives to simplified, expression-
ist forms, often using just black ink or
limited palettes.

In 1907, Kandinsky produced
numerous original woodcuts featuring
women in traditional Russian costumes,
embodying the romantic, fairytale
imagery he favoured early in his career.
Among them, Birches (Schalmei),
Women in the Woods (Frauen im
Wald), Two Birds (Zwei Vögel), and
Church (Kirche) — as well as another
woodcut, Horsemen — were reissued as
photogravures with the title,
Xylographies, in the Parisian magazine,
Les Tendances Nouvelles in 1909.

%&!�%& '()*+,
The title, ‘Church,’ draws attention

to the pervasive musical elements of the
portfolio. Kandinsky’s fascination with
the emotional power of music inspired
his later abstract compositions, and
was a lifelong interest for the artist. In
this woodcut, we see a composition that
blends the architectural setting of a
church with an onion-shaped dome with
two women in the foreground. The
women are standing on each side — left
and right — and both are lost in their
own contemplation. The details and ele-
ments of the children, the sky and the
street — all become a part of a panoram-
ic spread that juxtaposes each detail and
anchors them with a singularity.

Scholars say that in this series of
woodcuts, Kandinsky prepared one
block for the artwork’s lines and anoth-
er with its coloured areas, pressed both
onto the same paper, and then hand-
painted the resulting image through
watercolour. Kandinsky’s lifelong and
passionate interest in music was a great
inspiration to his later abstract period.
Although these works seem traditional
to the contemporary audience, the
reduction of forms was an important step
forward for his early career.

Kandinsky’s woodcuts are experi-

mental in technique but fully assured and
characterised by juxtapositions and
combinations of events. The woodcuts
ranged in style from Kandinsky’s early
fairytale idiom to fully-fledged abstracts
of great power and beauty.

For him, 1907 became an important
year. He produced a body of woodcuts
that was published as Xylographies in
1909 in the Parisian periodical, Les
Tendances Nouvelles. In the works, we
see a current of nostalgia for tradition-
al Russian folklore and culture — the
onion-shaped domes of Church, the cos-
tumes of the women and an ambient
sense of fullness.

Hence, Church is an important
woodcut in the lifeworks of Kandinsky
as it reveals how his Russian roots con-
tinued to move and inspire him. He

believed that great artists were like
prophets but they had to be driven by a
spirit. This woodcut testifies his bril-
liance, passion and love for the everyday
idiom, which we so often take for
granted.

#""��	"�%�$$# �	
Drawn primarily from the Solomon

R Guggenheim Foundation’s rich hold-
ings, this comprehensive exhibition
traces the four geographic sections of the
aesthetic evolution of Kandinsky, one of
the foremost artistic innovators of the
early 20th century.

He set out on a crusade against con-
ventional aesthetic values and discovered
a new subject matter based solely on the
artist’s “inner necessity” in a dream of a
more spiritual future through the trans-
formative powers of art. As his calli-
graphic contours and rhythmic forms
revealed scarcer traces of their represen-
tational origins, Kandinsky began to
advance abstraction and elicit what he
called the “hidden power of the palette.”
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For Kandinsky, even the most

abstract forms retained expressive,
emotive content. For instance, the
triangles embodied active and
aggressive feelings; the squares
denoted peace and calm; and the
circles represented the spiritual and the
cosmic realms. As a pioneer of
abstraction and a renowned aesthetic
theorist, he is among the foremost
artistic innovators of the early 20th
century. In his endeavour to free
painting from its ties to the natural
world, Kandinsky's work was based on
an artist’s “inner necessity”.

In Munich, in the 1900s and the
early 1910s, he began exploring the
expressive possibilities of colour and
composition but he was forced to
abruptly leave Germany with the onset
of World War I in 1914. The artist
eventually returned to his native place,
Moscow, where his pictorial
vocabulary started to reflect the
utopian experiments of the Russian
avant-garde. He emphasised
geometric shapes in an effort to
establish a universal aesthetic
language.

Kandinsky subsequently joined
the faculty of the Bauhaus, a German
school of art and applied design, that
shared his belief in art’s ability to
transform the self and the society.
Compelled to abandon Germany
again when the Bauhaus closed under
Nazi pressure in 1933, he settled
outside Paris, where surrealism and
the natural sciences influenced his
biomorphic imagery. This exhibition
extols his brilliance both as an artist
and as a thinker. 
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You were possibly trained at a
young age about ways by to

improve your physical health,
however, mental health and self-
care might have taken a backseat.
If you have been diagnosed with
a mental health ailment like anx-
iety or depression, the treatment
typically comprises of emotional
therapies and medication.

The lifestyle changes which
tend to impact our state of mind
are often less observed.
Fortunately, with many now pri-
oritising mood and cognitive
health as much as their physical
health, mental health and the dis-
course around it, in current times
is less stigmatised than it was in
the past. Today mindfulness is
equally valued as much as physi-
cal health. Even those not suffer-
ing from a cognitive health con-
dition may still look for effective
ways to further take care of their
mood, reduce stress and accom-
plish day-to-day mental health.

As with physical health, nur-
turing mental health is an ongo-
ing process; simple daily practices
and lifestyle changes can aid in
this. Kanchan Rai, Mental and
Emotional Well-being Coach,
Founder - Let Us Talk, mentions
five lifestyle modifications to get
you started:
Practice relaxation techniques:
While sensory input can release

stress in the moment, relaxation
techniques facilitate to condense
overall stress levels. Practices like
meditation, yoga, deep inhalation
and progressive muscle relax-
ation can help put the brakes to
anxiety levels and help balance
your mind and body.

Healthy eating is a go-to option:
In order to achieve an optimal
brain functioning, you must
increase the intake of wholefoods
like green leafy vegetables, grains,
legumes, seafood and lean meat in
your diet. These foods encompass
magnesium, folate, zinc and vital
fatty acids which accelerate cere-
bral function. Edibles rich in
polyphenols, such as wine, dark
chocolates and berries are also
vital in getting the mind activat-
ed.

Improving mental well-being
through physical activity: Fitness
activities to get your body mov-
ing can offer an instant mood ele-
vation. Activities that involve

social interaction and exposure to
nature can possibly help mental
well-being even further.

Reach out when you need help:
Positive lifestyle alterations are not
a replacement for medication or
therapy but, rather, something you
can undertake yourself in addition
to treatment. While most lifestyle
modifications can be encouraging,
some fluctuations may be chal-
lenging if used as a emotional
crutch. One might be required to
deal with it delicately, and with
expert support.

Prioritising sleep: Along with
improving sleep patterns, sleep
hygiene techniques also help to
treat insomnia. These comprise of
limiting caffeine usage, regulating
your sleep time, limiting screen
time and ensuring you wake up at
a similar time in the morning.
Never force yourself to sleep, if
you are unable to sleep within
around 20 minutes, it may be best
to get up and focus on an activi-
ty until you feel tired. The other
mainstay of achieving an
enhanced sleep pattern is to limit
light exposure. This will surge the
emission of melatonin, which
aids in sleep. Getting quality sleep
is significant for regulating stress
levels, thus indirectly mending
mind health.  E6%��
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They’re philosophers, storytellers and pioneers in their fields. Four

surgeons reflect on their lives and professions in this inspiring
docuseries. Season I releases on December 9 on Netflix. 
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In the aftermath of a global catastrophe, a lone scientist in the

Arctic races to contact a crew of astronauts with a warning not to
return to Earth. Starring George Clooney, Felicity Jones and Kyle
Chandler, the film releases on December 23 on Netflix. 
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Applying the laws of life on Earth to the rest of the galaxy, this

series blends science fact and fiction to imagine alien life on other
planets. Season I releases on December 2 on Netflix.

W E B B E D
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The Adil Hussain-starrer Nirvana

Inn will have a digital world pre-
miere on a pay-per-view basis for 99
hours on December 11. The Hindi-lan-
guage psychological horror drama,
which also stars Sandhya Mridul and
Rajshri Deshpande, is directed by Vijay
Jayapal. It follows the story of a boatman
who becomes the caretaker of a
Himalayan resort after an attempted sui-
cide.

“Nirvana Inn is very unique in its
narrative. We hardly see this style in
Indian cinema. I loved how the reality
of my role easily slips into nightmarish
vision. Very intelligently done. Never
played a role of this kind. I think Vijay
Jayapal has a lot to offer to Indian cin-
ema. I hope he gets what he really wants
to,” said Adil. 

Sandhya shared that director Jayapal
brings a simple real personal approach
to his films and a “normalcy in the han-
dling of relationships between charac-
ters and a palpable emotional thread
occasionally which is interesting, espe-
cially in the genre of horror it’s more
uncomfortable and then terrifying. For
me this role was easy and then not.”

Nirvana Inn, which had its world
premiere at the Busan International Film
festival 2019, will be available on the dig-
ital platform Cinemapreneur. 

The film is produced by Stray
Factory, Uncombed Buddha, Stop
Whinging (Australia) and Harman
Ventures in association with Magic
Hour Films (Singapore). 

The producers said in a collective
statement: "With theatres closed and
OTTs crowded, independent films have
to find truly independent ways of dis-
tributing their film. We have decided on
an unconventional release because this
gives the power to the audience to decide
the fate of the film, we hope this sets a
trend for many more independent
films." 
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Offlately, there has
been a lot of buzz

around the topic of
values in every profes-
sion and area of learn-
ing. It is being said
repeatedly and vocifer-
ously that our educa-
tion should be value-
based, science should
not neglect values, pol-
itics should observe
some moral principles,
business and industry
should follow some
ethics, media should have a code of conduct and
administrators should have a set of values to put
into practise. Thus, inculcation of values is being
stressed upon everywhere. This need for values in
all walks of life and human activity emanates from
the growing realisation that all conflicts arise from
infringement or dissonance of values and that the
problems of deterioration in the state of law and
order and the lack of harmony have arisen because
of violation of values by people. Therefore, we must
not miss the essential moral dimension if we want
to have peace and happiness in our life and har-
mony and synchronicity in the society. However,
it is little realised that values are derived from our
beliefs. Hence, our visions and aspirations deter-
mine the set of values necessary to realise our goals
and ideals.

There is no human being, however remote
from the civilised society he might be living, who
has absolutely no beliefs as they are basic to life.
Even a cave-man has some values but there is no
value which is not derived from some belief know-
ingly or unknowingly. So, we should be clear in
our mind as to what do we mean when we talk of
a particular value. In other words, we should be
aware of the particular ‘belief system’ that is behind
that value. For example, when Mahatma Gandhi
talked of non-violence, he included Brahmacharya
also in his concept of Ahimsa. He said that a per-
son, who aspires Ahimsa as a value in his life, must
follow celibacy. So, when he pledged himself to it,
he announced that he would consider his wife as
his mother. So, his understanding of the value of
non-violence was pretty different from what
many others, professing the observance of these
values would say.

Similarly, if we were to ascertain what ‘toler-
ance’ as a value meant to different communities,
we would have to know their religious beliefs. Like,
in some religions, the concept or definition of tol-
erance does not include tolerance to the condem-
nation of, or even adverse comment on their sacred
book or a derogatory remark about a revered per-
son in the history of their religion. In such mat-
ters, they feel that they are under attack and hence
they feel highly provoked and throw tolerance to
the winds. So, tolerance has a limited scope in their
value-system because they think that their beliefs
are such.

History is witness to many events where
numerous places of worship of a religion were
destroyed by people of another religion. They ini-
tiated attacks on and acts of destruction of, what
was a holy place to followers of another faith,
because, according to the belief of the former, ‘the
holy place’ of others was a place of false beliefs and
practises and, therefore, it was natural for them to
destroy such places. Thus, the value, called
‘respect’ for the faith and the holy places of other
religions or sects had a very narrow scope.

The above mentioned examples should make
it clear that all do not talk of human values with
the same background and implying the same virtue
because their belief systems are different. So, if we
now wish to transform the world and have moral
values in all sections of society, we will have to work
to educate people to have right beliefs because,
without transforming them, you cannot have a
changed value system and, without the latter, you
cannot have a better world.
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L
ast week on November 25, people
from across the world protested
violence and abuse against women

on International Day for Elimination of
Violence against Women. In the context
of the ongoing pandemic, a United
Nations report suggests that all types of
violence against women and girls, par-
ticularly domestic, has intensified.
Several women’s rights organisations
across the world are demanding their
respective governments to take effective
measures to safeguard young girls and
women caught in the cycle of violence.

Considered to be the ‘Shadow
Pandemic’, growing amid the COVID-
19 crisis, the UN has stated that to stop
the same, global collective efforts are
needed. “As COVID-19 cases continue
to strain health services, essential ser-
vices such as domestic violence shelters

and helplines have reached capacity.
More needs to be done to prioritise
addressing violence against women in
COVID-19 response and recovery
efforts,” highlighted the report published
by the UN.

India, which reported a 7.3 per cent
increase in rape cases from 2018 to 2019
as per the National Crimes Record
Bureau, saw sharp escalation in inci-
dences of violence against women dur-
ing the nationwide lockdown imple-
mented to contain the spread of virus.
As per different news reports, the
National Commission of Women
(NCW) received 13,410 complaints of
crimes against women between March-
September 2020, of which 4,350 were
domestic violence. Complaints peaked
in the March-May period with 1/3rd of
them being filed in these three months

alone. The situation was worse in rural
and remote areas.

From Rajasthan’s Chaksu municipal-
ity, located 40 kilometres from Jaipur dis-
trict, many women shared their ordeals
with the writer confirming the statistics.
“My husband has posed his own lock-
down on us. He doesn’t allow either me
or our children to step out of the house
and fights if we ask him for financial
support. He is strictly against the idea
of letting me work outside the house,”
shared Sujata Sharma. Seemvati Swami,
another woman from Tonk district,
shared how her husband indulges into
physical violence under the influence of
alcohol and wouldn’t allow her to speak
to anyone.

Rajasthan reported a surge of over
100 per cent in crime cases against
women in May as compared to the

beginning of the year when the average
jump was around 25 per cent. The total
number of cases registered under vari-
ous categories of crime against women
in April were 879 which increased to
1,960 in May this year.

A 40-year-old woman, who got
stuck for 30-days in Sawai Madhopur
district during the lockdown, decided to
walk her way to return to Jaipur. En
route, she entered Barrakhandi village
and stayed at a government school-
turned-quarantine centre by the local
head constable, where she was later gang
raped by three men who were the resi-
dents of a nearby village.

“It is beyond my comprehension as
to why the administration allowed a
woman to be alone in an isolated quar-
antine facility. Despite increased pres-
ence of police everywhere during the
lockdown, the crimes against women
increased rapidly,” rued Manisha Kukkar
who is associated with a non-govern-
ment women’s organization in Rajasthan.

As per Kavita Srivastav, a social
activist working in Rajasthan, cases
that are reported to police or to women
commissions represent only the tip of
the iceberg. There are several cases
which go unreported, especially from
remote areas where women neither
have information regarding their rights
nor have access to the resources. “As civil
society organisations, we have collective-
ly organised many campaigns to end sex-
ual and physical violence against women
in the state. To achieve this, the role of
police and administration is crucial,” said
Kavita.

Besides concerned authorities, many
non-profit organisations had intervened
in the situation by providing online
counselling to women impacted by the
situation. However, women who have
absolutely no information about how to
access such platforms remain invisible
and vulnerable. The systemic violence
against women that is promoted by the
basic structure of our patriarchal soci-
ety is the main reason why violence
against women increases even in situa-
tions which require humans to be extra
sensitive. Blaming it on alcohol, house-
hold chores and other reasons is one
thing but addressing the root cause of
the problem is the need of the hour. The
ongoing ‘16 Days of Activism’ against
Gender-Based Violence (GVB) cam-
paign, which is part of the International
Day for Elimination of Violence against
Women and will end on December 10,
is exactly an opportunity to rethink our
strategies and actions for a more equi-
table future.
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These days, with a pandemic
raging, this is what life can

look like: Staring at your face on
Zoom for hours instead of occa-
sionally glimpsing it in the mir-
ror. Living out the days in
loungewear. Wearing minimal
makeup because no one sees
much of you. Considering an
investment in home exercise
equipment because gyms are
closed or restricted.

The pandemic has forced
people to spend more time with
themselves than ever. Along the
way, it has reshaped and broad-
ened the way many think about
and prioritise how they treat
themselves — what has come to
be called self-care.

The pandemic-era incarna-
tion of self-care isn’t about buy-
ing a signature outfit, wearing a
trendy shade of lipstick or getting
a perfect haircut. It has, for many,
put the purpose and meaning of
life front and centre, reconfigur-
ing priorities and needs as the
virus-inflected months drift by.
No longer are worries about
longevity and fears of mortality
mere hypotheticals. They are
2020’s reality.

It is that daunting reality that
has skyrocketed the importance of
“me” time: stress-baking the lat-
est viral creation, tending to a gar-
den, learning a new skill, getting
dressed like you’re going out just
to feel some semblance of normal-
cy. “People are social beings. And
while the social fabric has been
torn down, and you can’t be a nor-
mal social person, you have been
more focussed on yourself,” says
Rod Little, CEO of Edgewell
Personal Care, which makes
Schick and Bull Dog products.
Rod adds, “It’s beautifying for
longevity, as opposed to how I

look in the office tomorrow.”
It’s also a way to mitigate the

feeling that life is careening for-
ward haphazardly in so many
ways. That’s true for Tonya
Speaks, a 43-year-old wardrobe
coach from Fort Mill, South
Carolina. Before the pandemic,
she was always zipping to and
from business meetings. Now, the
mother of two teenagers exercis-
es regularly and opts for luxuri-
ous baths at night instead of
quick showers in the morning.
She’s happier doing so. “Taking
care of myself,” Speaks says, “is
one way for me to have control.”

Beyond the ‘lipstick index’ 
Self-care isn’t a new fad. The

difference is that pre-pandemic,
it could fall by the wayside if a to-
do list got crowded. Now, eight
months into the new reality, it is
a priority. After all, the thinking
goes: If we’re not taking care of
ourselves, how can we do jobs,
parent children, care for loved
ones?

For those who have the
means — and that’s no small
caveat during this pandemic —
feeling good can mean looking
good. And the widespread isola-
tion has produced new trends in
beauty and clothing.

Pop star Lady Gaga, who has
her own beauty line, recently
posted a close-up shot in which

she wears a cat-eye look with nat-
ural, peach-colored lipstick. She
did her makeup “to cheer myself
up.” But when it comes to con-
sumer products, the pandemic is
pushing makeup aside as people
gravitate towards skin care prod-
ucts. The virus is even turning the
“lipstick index” upside down.

Typically, lipstick sales sky-
rocket when the economy gets
rough because it is an inexpensive
way to feel good. But during the
pandemic, makeup sales have
been rocky, and sales of skincare
products are up. In fact, 70 per
cent of consumers scaled back
their use of makeup this year,

according to the NPD Group Inc.,
a market research firm. As a
result, skincare has eclipsed make-
up as the top category in the beau-
ty industry’s market share from
January through August.

“People are being more mind-
ful of what they are putting on
their skin because of the pandem-
ic,” says Lauren Yavor, a beauty
influencer. 

— Beauty chains and depart-
ment stores are ramping up offer-
ings in moisturisers and bath and
body products. Walmart teamed
up with Unilever, maker of Dove
and Suave, to launch shops called
“Find Your Happy Place” aimed

at customers looking to destress.
The concept, in the works before
the pandemic, was accelerated by
one year.

— Within makeup, eyeshad-
ow and eyeliner as well as false
eyelashes are thriving as people
play up the features that are
peeping through their masks
when they’re out, says Larissa
Jensen, NPD’s beauty industry
advisor. Hair products saw an 11
per cent sales increase during the
third quarter as people take a DIY
approach to colouring and styling.

Says Esi Eggleston Bracey,
chief operating officer of Unilever
North America’s personal care
and beauty division: “This is a
wellness revolution.”

A deeper importance 
How deep does this run? Is all

the pandemic self-care working,
or are people are just going
through haphazard motions? One
psychologist compares it to a
roller coaster — up on some days,
down on others.

“Some days, you have a great
day when you did all the things
you wanted to do. You got up on
time, you made a salad. And then
the next day, it’s Cheetos for
lunch,” says Dr Vaile Wright, a
senior director at the American
Psychological Association.

Being kind to one’s self feels
especially important during the

pandemic, where every aspect of
human life has been impacted and
there is little control over what’s
next. That level of uncertainty is
unnerving, Wright says, and fur-
ther depletes already limited ener-
gy levels.

Self-care, of course, is only
one dimension of coping during
stressful times. Surveys have
shown a sharp increase in anxi-
ety disorders. Many therapists are
reporting upticks in referrals and
increases in caseloads. Virtual
mental health services are boom-
ing — another form of self-care,
in a more medical sense. “Having
a toolbox of coping skills is real-
ly critical,” Wright says. She high-
lights other types of self-care like
meditation, journaling and organ-
ising — each of which has its own
culture and committed practition-
ers. “We have a tendency to iso-
late emotionally. It is really impor-
tant that people don’t do that,”
Wright says.

Ultimately, “self-care” con-
tains as many definitions as there
are people who take care of them-
selves — a Google search of the
term will show you that. The
World Health Organisation takes
an expansive view, describing it as
a “broad concept” that includes
hygiene, lifestyle, social habits,
income levels and cultural beliefs
— and, in the best cases, can
“strengthen national institutions”
to encourage a society’s overall
health.

For all the horror the pan-
demic has brought, it has also
revealed things that matter. And
from the way people have react-
ed through this year, it seems clear
that, in all the forms it takes, self-
care matters — particularly right
now, particularly with so many
unknowns still ahead. E%$
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A
ustralia buried India under an
avalanche of runs for a 51-run
drubbing in the second ODI

and an unassailable 2-0 series lead
after the majestic Steve Smith pro-
duced another master-class in the
form of a 64-ball 104 here at Sydney
Cricket Ground on Sunday.

Batting first, Australia rode on
five fifty-plus scores including Smith’s
blazing knock, to post an imposing
389 for four against a sluggish India.

This was the Australian run-
machine’s fifth century against India
in the 50-over format and second on
the trot after his ton in the series-
opener, which came off 66 deliveries.

A target of 390 proved to be too
much for India as they were stopped
at 338 for nine, with captain Virat
Kohli (89) and KL Rahul (76) finish-
ing as their main contributors in what
turned out to be another forgettable
outing for the beleaguered visitors.

India started the big chase in
earnest with the in-from Shikhar
Dhawan (30) and Mayank Agarwal
(28) dealing in boundaries from the
onset.

If Agarwal found the fence twice
in the first over, Dhawan struck
Mitchell Starc for three successive
fours to get the Indian innings going.

A magnificent cover drive by
Agarwal took the visitors past 50 in
6.1 overs. However, in trying to go for
one too many, Dhawan perished.

In came Kohli and as he has
mostly done through his illustrious
career, the Indian captain played some
delightful shots on the way to his 87-
ball innings to keep the visitors in
with a chance.

During his stay in the middle,
Kohli pulled, drove, flicked and cut
with plenty of success as India tried
to keep the required rate within 9-10
runs per over.

But pacer Josh Hazlewood pro-
vided Australia their biggest break-
through when he had Kohli caught
brilliantly by a diving Moises
Henriques at midwicket.

That brought Hardik Pandya in
the middle and the all-rounder, in the
company of KL Rahul, played some
big shots. But they were never going
to be enough.

Rahul departed after striking
five sixes and four boundaries in his
66-ball knock. India completely lost
the plot after that.

Australia fast bowler Pat
Cummins picked up 3/67 in his 10
overs.

Besides Smith’s 104-run knock,
swashbuckling opener David Warner
smashed 83 off 77 while skipper
Aaron Finch contributed 60 in a first-
wicket stand of 142 in under 23 overs.

The duo of Marnus Labuschagne
and Glenn Maxwell continued the

onslaught to propel Australia to a
humongous score in what was a
must-win game for the visitors.
Labuschagne made 70 and the big-
hitting Maxwell blazed away to 63 off
29 balls with the help of four sixes and
as many fours.

Earlier, during his stay in the
middle, Smith hit 14 boundaries
and two sixes while Warner found the
fence seven times and cleared it thrice
before missing out on what would
have been a well-deserved ton, thanks
to a fine direct throw from the deep
by Shreyas Iyer.

In his trademark unconven-
tional manner, Smith played shots
all round the wicket to torment the
Indian bowlers.

To dislodge Smith, India
needed Pandya to bowl for
the first time since
returning from a
back surgery
more than a
year ago,
and he
did the

t r i c k
in his

third over,
luring the

i m p e r i o u s
Australian to slash

one straight into
Mohammed Shami.
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India skipper Virat Kohli had no
qualms conceding that the vis-

itors were outplayed by a confident
and ruthless Australia in the
series-deciding second ODI on
Sunday, pinning the blame on the
ineffective and inconsistent bowl-
ing by his side.

“We were completely out-
played. I think with the ball, we
were not that effective, we didn’t
hit the areas that we wanted to
consistently and they have a strong
batting line-up, they know the
conditions and the angles well,”

Kohli said at the post-match pre-
sentation.

Chasing Australia’s 389, India
finished at 338 for 9 with Kohli
(89) and KL Rahul (76) being the
top-scorer.

“Look at the scoreboard, we
got 340 and still fell short by 50
odd, so the chase always felt steep
and we knew one or two wickets
would take the required rate to up
to 13, 16 and so we had to keep
hitting,” the India skipper said.

“They took the chances that
they created in the field, which
was the difference, otherwise it
would have been a much closer

game.”
“...Credit to them, they bowled

much more consistently and used
the dimensions well.”

Kohli said the two catches
which led to his and Shreyas
Iyer’s (38) dismissal were the
“defining moments” of the game.

“Me and KL (Rahul) were
talking if we stick around till 40-
41 (overs), even 100 in last 10
overs with Hardik to come, it was
game on, that was the game plan
but the two catches that they
hung on to were the defying
moments,” he said.
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Australia’s swashbuckling opener
David Warner’s participation in the

remainder of the limited-overs series
against India was thrown into doubt
after he suffered a groin injury during
the second ODI on Sunday.

Warner hobbled off the field after
he struggled to get up following a dive
in the fourth over of the Indian
innings. A car waited outside the
Sydney Cricket Ground to take the
senior player to a nearby hospital for
undergoing scans.

Asked about the opener’s condition

at the post-match presentation ceremo-
ny, Australian skipper Aaron Finch said
he was not aware of its severity but did-
n’t expect the southpaw to be available.

“No idea. We’ve got to reshuffle it
around, I don’t think he’ll be available,”
Finch said after the game.

Considering the way Warner gri-

maced in pain after falling
while diving to stop the
ball, it appears he
could not only miss
the third and final
ODI but also the fol-
lowing three-match
T20 series. 

��,7/+1�,&�>0-4?�,0+�.-''�-
./,�,&&�0-71�/5�,0+������5&>
��0-6+�),-7,+1�,&�0/,�,0+�.-''

>/,0�-�./,�;&7+�A/5+))+
>0/40�/)�87&.-.'B�>&7?/5:

.+,,+7�A&7�;+(��G;�H*),
8'-B/5:�5/4+�47/4?+,/5:

)0&,)(((�/4+�,&�)4&7+�)&;+
7*5)�-:-/5�A&7�,0+�,+-;�-51

:+,�*)�,&�-�:&&1�,&,-'(
��	�	�
� ���

�;$	+�0-�+
�/�$
����-�
$����-���)��+	�0

�)�0+�D�;/,0E�)-/1�,0+
&,0+7�1-B��0+�0-)�A&*51�0/)
0-51)��0+�/)�'&&?/5:�87+,,B
)4-7B�-,�,0+�;&;+5,�A&7
&88&)/,/&5�,+-;)(��+�/)

8'-4/5:�,0+�.-''�-)�>+''�-)
-5B&5+�-7&*51�,0+�>&7'1

��	���
 �=%	���

���0$	=	�0�
$��;�+�

%+�-7+�1&/5:�'&,�&A�,0/5:)
7/:0,��>+�H*),�5++1�,&�'+-75
0&>�,&�.&>'�.+,,+7�&5�)*40
.+-*,/A*'�.-,,/5:�>/4?+,)(

�&,�-�'&,�,0-,�>+�0-6+�1&5+
>7&5:��>+�5++1�,&�:+,
.+,,+7�>/,0�)?/'')�-51

+C+4*,/&5(
�� ���$��

���
��
����+	00
�/�
+������+��	

�! �� 	#+11� #	��6+ .7	�!8��	�%	�%#$��!"	1% 	#*!�#

����� �	
��	��


Ethiopians Amedework
Walelegn and Yalemzerf

Yehualaw smashed event
records to win the men’s and
women’s titles respectively in
the Airtel  Delhi  Half
Marathon held in a bio-secure
environment amid the Covid-
19 pandemic, here on Sunday.

The results in this World
Athletics Gold Label road
race were unprecedented with
both the elite race winners re-
writing the event records.

Both Walelegn (58.53 sec-
onds) and Yehualaw pocket-
ed $27,000 first prize and an
additional $10,000 as event
record bonus.

In fact, Yehualaw ran the
second fastest women’s half
marathon ever. Her timing of
1:04:46 was just a quarter of
a second outside the world
record time (1:04:31) of com-
patriot Ababel Yeshaneh, who
finished third.

For India,  Tokyo
Olympics-bound Avinash
Sable smashed the national
record with a time of 1:00:30.

The 26-year-old Sable,
from Maharashtra, was 10th
overall. He pocketed �3.5
lakh first prize and an addi-
tional �1 lakh for setting
event record among Indians.

According to the Athletics
Federation of India’s official
records, the earlier national
half marathon record stands
at 1:03:46 in the name of
Kalidas Hirave of
Maharashtra.

In the men's elite race, last

year’s  Si lver medall ist
Walelegn beat compatriot and
defending champion
Andamlak Belihu in a nail-
biting finish in event record
time of  58.53 seconds.
Walelegn had won a Bronze at
the World Half Marathon
Championships last month.

Belihu, who had won the
title in 2018 and 2019, settled
for the Silver with a time of
58.54sec in the 21.09km dis-
tance. Uganda’s Stephen Kissa
was third in 58.56.

The 21-year-old Walelegn
bettered the earlier ADHM
record of 59:06, which was in
the name of compatriot Guye
Adola, set in 2014.

Avinash Sable, who qual-
ified for Tokyo Olympics in
3000m steeplechase, emerged
winner among Indian elite
runners, clocking 1:00.30.
This was the first time an
Indian ran below 61 minutes
in the ADHM.

Srinu Bugatha, who won
the race last year, was second

with a time of 1:04:16 while
Durga Bahadur Budha was
third, clocking 1:04:19.

In the star-studded
women’s elite race, Yehualaw
surged ahead after the halfway
mark to win in record time,
bettering the earlier mark of
1:06:00 in the name of compa-
triot and defending champion
Tsehay Gemechu, who could
not finish on podium this
time.

Kenya’s Ruth Chepngetich
was second in 1:05:06 while
another Ethiopian and world
half marathon record-holder
Ababel Yeshaneh was third in
1:05:21.

Yehualaw had finished
second in last year’s ADHM
and third in the World Half
Marathon last month.

Among Indians, Parul
Chaudhary, who had finished
second last year, took the Gold
in 1:12:18 while Sanjivani
Jadhav (1:13:00) and Komal
Jagadale (1:14:04) were second
and third respectively.
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West Indies captain Kieron
Pollard accused his side

of not performing to interna-
tional standards on Sunday
after New Zealand compre-
hensively won the second T20I
by 72 runs on the back of a
record century by Glenn
Phillips.

New Zealand wrapped up
the series at Mount Maunganui
with a game to spare, after win-
ning the opening match on
Friday by five wickets, as
Phillips provided a batting mas-
terclass.

Called up to the T20 side
while regular skipper Kane
Williamson focuses on the
upcoming Tests, Phillips plun-
dered eight sixes and 10 fours
on his way to 108 as New
Zealand posted a mammoth
238/3 and then restricted the
West Indies to 166/9.

“You never know when the
next opportunity is going to
come and I came into this
going ‘let’s go in as hard as I
possibly can. I know I can do it’,”
Phillips said.

The 23-year-old, who was
born in South Africa but moved
to New Zealand at the age of five,
took just 46 deliveries to reach
his century, the 10th fastest in
T20Is and one ball faster than
the previous New Zealand
record held by Colin Munro.

New Zealand stand-in skip-
per Tim Southee called Phillips’s
performance “incredible”,
adding that his two catches, one
diving at full-stretch on the
boundary, and the sharp run out
showed “he’s got that X-factor
about him”.

But while Phillips, along
with Devon Conway who pro-
duced an unbeaten 85, put the
game firmly in New Zealand’s
hands, opposing captain Pollard
was left fuming.

After winning the toss and
sending New Zealand into bat
under overcast skies, Pollard
believed the West Indies were in
control when the Black Caps
reached the halfway mark at
84/2.

“But between overs 10 to 15
we sort of lost it there,” Pollard
said. “In terms of the energy and
feel and erraticness in the field,
that’s not the standard that we
want to set for ourselves, and not
the standard anyone wants to see
in international cricket.
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