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Democratic presidential
candidate Joe Biden on

Friday took crucial leads over
Donald Trump in the key bat-
tleground States of Georgia
and Pennsylvania, bringing
him on the cusp of a historic
victory over the incumbent
Republican US President in the
closely-fought election.

The focus on Pennsylvania,
where Biden led Trump by
more than 9,000 votes, and
Georgia, where Biden led by
more than 1,500, came as
Americans entered a third full
day after the election without
knowing who will lead them
for the next four years. The
prolonged process added to the
anxiety of a nation whose racial
and cultural divides were
inflamed during the heated
campaign. The 77-year-old for-
mer Vice President was trailing
Trump by more than 50,000
votes in Georgia till
Wednesday.

Thousands of requested
overseas and military ballots
may arrive by the deadline
Friday, and there are provi-
sional ballots left to count.
Georgia secretary of state Brad
Raffensperger said on Friday
that there will be a recount
given the tight margin.

Biden continued to main-
tain his small lead in the other
two battleground States of
Arizona and Nevada. To be
declared the winner of the US
election, either of the two can-
didates needs at least 270 of the

538 electoral college votes.
As per the latest projec-

tions, Biden has 253 electoral
college votes and Trump trails
behind with 213. But some US
media outlets have given 264
votes to Biden and 214 to
Trump.

Biden was at his home in
Wilmington, Delaware, as the
vote count continued and aides
said he would address the
nation in primetime. Trump
remained in the White House
residence as more results trick-
led in, expanding Biden’s lead
in must-win Pennsylvania. In
the West Wing, televisions
remained tuned to the news

amid trappings of normalcy, as
reporters lined up for coron-
avirus tests and outdoor crews
worked on the North Lawn on
a mild, muggy fall day.

Trump's campaign, mean-
while, was quiet — a dramatic
difference from the day before,
when it held a morning con-
ference call projecting confi-
dence and held a flurry of hasti-
ly arranged press conferences
announcing litigation in key
States.

However, Trump showed
no sign of giving up and was
was back on Twitter around
2:30 a.m. Friday, insisting the
“U.S. Supreme Court should

decide!”
In the US election, voters

decide State-level contests
rather than a single, national
one. Each US State gets a cer-
tain number of Electoral
College votes partly based on
the size of the population, with
a total of 538 up for grabs.

President Trump at a
White House news conference
accused the Democrats of mas-
sive ballot fraud and alleged
that the election was being
stolen. He did not offer any evi-
dence to back his claim.

His campaign has filed
multiple lawsuits in the States
of Pennsylvania, Michigan,

Georgia, and Nevada and has
demanded a recount of votes in
Wisconsin.

The Biden campaign has
denied the allegations.

Several American news
channels on Thursday evening
cut off the live telecast of
Trump’s White House news
conference as they believed
that his allegations of voter
fraud were without any evi-
dence. “In America, the vote is
sacred. It’s how the people of
this nation express their will.
And it is the will of the voters,
no one and not anything else
that chooses the President of
the United States. So, each bal-
lot must be counted and that’s
what is going on now. And
that’s how it should be,” Biden
said in his address to the media
in Delaware on Thursday.

“Democracy is sometimes
messy, so sometimes it requires
a little patience. But that
patience has been rewarded
now for more than 240 years
with a system of governance
that has been the envy of the
world. We continue to feel
very good about where things
stand,” he said.

Meanwhile, a senior aide of
Donald Trump on Friday said
the incumbent President does
not have plans to immediately
concede the election to Biden.

Reacting to the leads estab-
lished by Biden, the aide told
Fox News that the President’s
counsellors have been giving
him advice in both directions,
with some telling Trump that
a concession is the correct

thing to do, and others push-
ing him to continue to fight to
ensure the vote was correct and
legitimate.

The aide, who was not
identified, told Trump’s
favourite news channel that the
President is “simply skeptical.”

The aide said, though, that
the President “may ultimately
concede.” “He’s just not there
yet,” the aide added.

Reacting to the Trump
aide’s remarks that President
Trump has no plans to concede
the race, Biden spokesperson
said, “As we said on July 19th,
the American people will
decide this election.” 

“The United States gov-
ernment is perfectly capable of
escorting trespassers out of
the White House,” campaign
spokesperson Andrew Bates
said in a statement. 

Biden currently has a lead
of 4.1 million votes in the
count nationwide, reflecting a
1.3 per cent swing toward his
party from 2016 in the votes
counted so far. 

But more than 6 million
ballots may remain to be count-
ed, many of them in California
and New York, which is likely
to increase Biden’s margin, The
Washington Post reported.

The shift toward the
Democrat in the presidential
race was small but consistent
across the country. Only eight
states and the District of
Columbia voted less
Democratic than they did four
years ago, based on current
counts.
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Bihar is going to polls for 3rd
and final phase on Saturday

for 78 seats spread over 16 dis-
tricts, many of them considered
the stronghold of the RJD-led
grand alliance.    

The NDA will have to do
better than expected to make
up for the losses it is feared to
have suffered in the first round.

About 2.34 crore voters,
spread across 78 Assembly seg-
ments of the 243-strong
Assembly, will decide the fates
of 1,204 candidates, including
the Speaker and 12 members of
the State Cabinet.

Out of these 78 seats, in the
2015 Assembly elections,  the
Janata Dal(U) won 24 seats, the
RJD 20, the Congress 10, and
the BJP 19 seats. 

The 16 districts which are
going to the polls fall under
Seemanchal, Mithilanchal and
Koshi regions. All of them
have a heavy presence of Yadav
and Muslim voters, who form
the base of the grand alliance.
Mithilanchal has a good num-
ber of Brahmin voters. For the
first time in 15 years, the
Brahmin votes are understood
to have not gone lock, stock,
and barrel with the NDA. 

The 78 seats also have a

good number of extremely
backward caste voters who
form the biggest chunk of sup-
port for the JD(U). Nitish
Kumar has cultivated this sec-
tion of voters assiduously over
the years.

The BJP has gone all out to
polarise the voters in this phase
in a repeat of the 2015 attempt
when the party gave full-page
advertisement exhibiting the
plight of the “cow mata.”

Leading from the front,
Prime Minister Narendra Modi
during his campaign speech
said on Tuesday at Forbisganj
and Saharsa that “these people
don’t like to hear Jai Shri Ram.
The opponents of Bharat Mata
have got united and are seek-
ing votes”.

Continued on Page 2
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There has not been any
breakthrough in the eighth

round of talks between India
and China though both coun-
tries on Friday reaffirmed their
resolve to sustain the momen-
tum of dialogue to end the ten-
sion at the Line of Actual
Control (LAC) leading to
speedy disengagement and de-
escalation. 

This commitment to per-
sist with the engagement came
during the eighth round of
Corps Commander-level talks
between the two sides at
Chushul in Ladakh. The talks
began at 9.30 am.

“As expected, there was no
immediate breakthrough dur-
ing the parleys to break the
continuing logjam in Ladakh,”
said an official.

The Indian delegation was
led by Lt General PGK Menon
while Major General Liu Lin
represented the Chinese team.
Menon was heading the talks
for the first time after taking
over as the Leh-based 14 Corps
chief in mid-October from Lt
General Harinder Singh. He led
the previous seven rounds of
talks since the face-offs began
in early May. Singh is now the
Commandant of the Indian
Military Academy (IMA),
Dehradun.

During the current round
of talks, India reiterated its
stand that disengagement has
to take place across the entire
eastern Ladakh. It also main-
tained that there should be no
effort to unilaterally change the
LAC, sources said.

After the developments on
the South Bank of Pangong Tso
in August when the Indian
Army occupied several domi-
nating features which were
lying vacant, China has been
pressing for discussing South
Bank first and other friction
areas later.

As successive rounds of
parleys at the military and
diplomatic level have failed so

far, India is prepared for a long
haul. The Army has shored up
its supplies including winter
clothing and insulated huts to
enable the soldiers to withstand
the harsh cold when the tem-
peratures dip below minus 20
degrees. China has also ramped
up its military strength for the
winter months.

Incidentally, the two sides
in a joint statement after the
sixth round of talks on
September 21 agreed to “stop
sending more troops to the
frontline” and “refrain from
unilaterally changing the situ-
ation on the ground.” The sev-
enth round took place on
October 13. Then, the two
sides agreed to sustain the
momentum of dialogue and
maintain peace and tranquili-
ty at the LAC.

Last week, External Affairs
Minister S Jaishankar said the
ties between India and China
have come under “severe stress”
and that the agreements inked
by both sides on management
of the border must be respect-
ed “scrupulously” in their
“entirety” to restore normalcy
in relations.

Continued on Page 2
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The Supreme Court on
Friday asked the Centre to

ensure there is no smog in
Delhi as it was informed that
the commission on air quality
management has started func-
tioning from today.

The pollution problem has
to be dealt with by the execu-
tive as it has the power, money
and resources for this, a bench
headed by Chief Justice SA
Bobde observed and posted the
pleas related to air pollution in
Delhi-National Capital Region
(NCR) for hearing on
December 8.

The Centre on Thursday
appointed former Chief
Secretary of Delhi MM Kutty
as the chairperson of the
Commission for Air Quality
Management (AQM) in
National Capital Region and
Adjoining Areas.

Solicitor General Tushar
Mehta informed the bench,
also comprising Justices AS
Bopanna and V
Ramasubramanian, that the
Commission will start func-
tioning from Friday and the
government has appointed its
members.

“The only thing is that
you ensure that there is no

smog in the city. We are not
concerned with commission.
There are many commissions
and many brains are working
but just ensure that there is no
smog in the city,” the bench
said.

“We are a court of law. This
is a problem which has to be
dealt with by the executive.
They have the money, the
power and the resources for

this. We are not abdicating our
responsibility or functions but
understand this, we have some
limitations,” the bench
observed after one of the coun-
sel referred to the situation of
pollution in Delhi. 

Mehta told the bench that
the Government is taking all
efforts on war footing to deal
with the situation.  

Senior advocate Vikas

Singh, appearing for petition-
er Aditya Dubey who has
raised the issue of pollution
caused due to stubble burning
in neighbouring states of Delhi,
said the chairman of the com-
mission is a bureaucrat and it
could have been a retired judge
of the HC. 

“There is no member from
the Union health ministry,”

Singh said, adding that pollu-
tion is linked to health issues. 

The bench said the com-
mission can talk to anybody in
the country. Singh contended
that there is no classification of
offence in the recent ordi-
nance on air pollution and Rs
1 crore fine and five year jail
term is a little bit arbitrary. 

Continued on Page 2
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While parts of north India
battles alarmingly high

levels of air pollution, a new
analysis of more than 3,000
counties in the US has sug-
gested that people with long-
term exposure to PM 2.5 may
be more likely to die from
Covid-19. The study underlines
the fact that higher air pollution
may increase episodes of
coughing and sneezing spread-
ing Covid-19 faster.

A team of the  US
researchers, including Xiao Wu
from Harvard University,  after

assessing the impact of long-
term exposure to air pollution
on Covid-19 death rates in
3,089 counties in the US, found
that chronic exposure to PM2.5
pollutants — tiny particles in
the air that are two-and-a-half
microns or less in width — is
linked to greater county-level
Covid-19 mortality rates.

The Harvard researchers
noted that chronic exposure to
PM 2.5 might cause overpro-
duction of ACE-2 receptor
proteins in the lungs, which the
novel coronavirus uses to enter
host cells. They believe pro-
longed exposure to air pollu-
tion might also impair people’s
immune system, compromis-
ing their abilities to fight off the
novel coronavirus infection.     

“Chronic exposure to
PM2.5 causes alveolar ACE-2
receptor over expression and
impairs host defences. This
could cause a more severe
form of Covid-19 in ACE-2-

depleted lungs, increasing the
likelihood of poor outcomes,
including death,” the Harvard
scientists wrote in the study.

But they acknowledged
that this is only a hypothesis.
The researchers said they were
unable to account for individ-

ual-level risk factors such as
age, race, and smoking status as
such data was unavailable. 

Continued on Page 2
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In an effort to play a key role
in fighting coronavirus pan-

demic, India on Friday assured
the world it will use its vaccine
production capacity and is pre-
pared to help countries
enhance their cold chain and
storage capacities for delivery
of vaccines.

Foreign Secretary Harsh
Shringla made this commit-
ment while briefing the diplo-
matic corps and representatives
of international organisations
on India’s Covid-19 response
and vaccine development pro-
gramme, including interna-
tional cooperation in this field.

“Several countries have
been approaching us for receiv-

ing vaccine supply. I reiterate
our Prime Minister’s commit-
ment that India’s vaccine pro-
duction and delivery capacity
will be used to help all human-
ity in fighting this crisis,” said
Shringla.

He also said India will also
help interested countries in
enhancing their cold chain
and storage capacities for the
delivery of vaccines.

As a first step, Shringla
said, the Government will take
a delegation of ambassadors on
a tour of vaccine and diagnos-
tic facilities in Pune to give
them a “flavour of India’s robust
and resilient progress in vac-
cine development and in the
trial process”.

On the ongoing endeavour
to develop the vaccine, he said
India is “on track” in the devel-
opment and trial of vaccines. 

Continued on Page 2
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New Delhi: The national
Capital’s air quality remained
“severe” for the second con-
secutive day on Friday, while
Government agencies said it is
likely to improve slightly on
Saturday.

Experts said while meteo-
rological conditions were
“moderately” favourable for
dispersion of pollutants, a
“very high” number of farm
fires in Punjab was the pri-
mary reason for the “severe”
air quality on Friday.

According to the India
Meteorological Department,
the maximum wind speed was
10 kilometres per hour on
Friday and the minimum tem-
perature 11.2 degrees Celsius.
Calm winds and low temper-
atures trap pollutants close to

the ground, while favourable
wind speed helps in their dis-
persion.

The Ministry of Earth
Sciences’ air quality monitor,
SAFAR, said the share of stub-
ble burning in Delhi’s PM2.5
pollution was estimated at 21
per cent on Friday. It was 42
per cent on Thursday, the
maximum this season so far.

The city’s 24-hour average
air quality index (AQI) stood
at 406. On Thursday, the AQI
was 450, the highest since
November 15 last year, when
it was 458.

The neighbouring cities of
Faridabad, Ghaziabad, Noida,
Greater Noida and Gurugram
also recorded “very poor” to
“severe” air quality.

Continued on Page 2
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Srinagar: A local militant who
surrendered during an
encounter in Pulwama district
of Jammu and Kashmir on
Friday expressed gratitude to
police and security forces for
giving him another chance to
live life and appealed to all
ultras to shun the path

of militancy, saying it is a
“deception”.

Khawar Sultan Mir, a res-
ident of the Drangbal area of
Pampore in south Kashmir's
Pulwama district, laid down his
arms before the security forces
during the encounter at
Lalpora in Pampore, in which
two militants were killed. A
civilian also lost his life while
another was injured during
the exchange of fire. Mir, who
had joined the militancy on
September 1 this year,
surrendered after numerous

appeals by the security
forces.

In a video of the surrender,
put on Twitter by police, Mir is
seen coming out of a building
holding his arms in the air.   In
another video, he expresses
gratitude to police and securi-
ty forces for offering him to
surrender during the gunbattle.
“I am thankful to J&K Police
and forces, Army, who gave me
another chance to live my life.
They told me to come out, took
me out alive and treated me
well. They did not torture me
and treated me like their broth-
er. Whatever (arms) I had, I left
it there only (at the encounter
site),” Mir says in an over-a-
minute video clip uploaded by
the Kashmir Police on its
Twitter handle.

He appealed to militants to
give up arms, saying the path

of militancy was a “deceit” and
a “deception”. “I appeal all my
brothers that this (militancy) is
a deceit, this bloodshed is a lie,
a deception…there is nothing
in it,” he said.

Inspector General of
Police, Kashmir, Vijay Kumar
described the surrender of the
local militant as a success for
the security forces. “#Surrender
over #Death! #Success of Police
& SFs is that they are getting
#misguided youth back.

This year has been #suc-
cessful as they are returning,
know well that  they are being
honorably welcomed (sic),” the
IGP Kashmir said in a tweet on
the Kashmir Zone Police's
Twitter handle. In the last few
months, several local militants
have surrendered before the
security forces during live
encounters. Agencies
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With Assam Finance and Health
Minister Himanta Biswa Sarma

asserting on Friday that pro-Pakistan slo-
ganeering by some persons at southern
Assam's Silchar airport would be probed,
police officials in Guwahati and Silchar
confirmed that they were investigating
the matter.

The All India United Democratic
Front (AIUDF), which found itself at the
centre of the controversy, denied the
charge that its supporters shouted such
slogans and dubbed it a “cheap tactics of
the BJP”.

Talking to the media, the Minister
said that the same set of people earlier
also had indulged in similar acts in
Assam and had resumed their campaign
on religious lines in view of the Assembly
elections next year.

“I have asked the police to take
actions against all those who raised slo-
gans in favour of Pakistan. Law will take
its own course,” Sarma said in Guwahati.

The Minister had tagged with his
tweet a video clip that went viral on
Friday wherein some persons were
allegedly heard raising “Pakistan zind-
abad” slogan at the Silchar Airport
while welcoming All India United
Democratic Front (AIUDF) President

and Lok Sabha member Badruddin
Ajmal who represents Dhubri con-
stituency in Assam.

“Look at the brazenness of these fun-
damentalists anti-national people who
are shouting PAKISTAN ZINDABAD
while they welcome MP Badruddin
Ajmal. This thoroughly exposes
@INCIndia which is encouraging such
forces by forging an alliance. We shall
fight them tooth and nail. Jai Hind,” read
the post. Ajmal is in Silchar on a four-
day visit to do ground work for the
Assembly elections expected to be held
in April-May 2021.

Meanwhile, AIUDF General
Secretary Aminul Islam on Friday main-
tained that party workers had only
raised slogans to welcome party chief
Badruddin Ajmal and MLA Aziz Khan
from South Karimganj seat.

“A huge number of people went to
the Silchar airport. There may have been
persons from the BJP or other groups
among the gathering who shouted anti-
national slogans. This may be a political
conspiracy hatched by the BJP leaders.
This issue must be probed,” Islam told the
media. He said: “When the Congress,
AIUDF and other parties are forging a
grand alliance before the Assembly elec-
tions, certain quarters are trying to
thwart the process.”

Srinagar: Two terrorists and
one civilian were killed in an
encounter at Pampore in south
Kashmir's Pulwama district,
officials said on Friday.

One terrorist surrendered
before the security forces.

The encounter started on
Thursday night in the Lalpora
area after security forces laid a
cordon-and-search operation
on a specific input about the
presence of terrorists in that
area.

“One more terrorist killed
(total 2) during Pampore
encounter. Incriminating mate-
rial, including arms and
ammunition seized. Search

going on,” police said.
The security forces earlier

in the day said that one terror-
ist had been killed in an
encounter.

Earlier on Friday, a civilian
injured in the militant attack
just before the encounter start-
ed on Thursday night suc-
cumbed in a hospital. Police
said Abid Mir, 22, was injured
when militants fired at the
search party. He was immedi-
ately rushed to the hospital, but
succumbed to injuries.

The forces had made
repeated announcements to
ask the holed up militants to
surrender. IANS

Aligarh: The bail process in Aligarh
has started in the sedition case filed
against the detained JNU student
leader Sharjil Imam in Delhi Tihar
Jail. After the dismissal of bail
from the lower court, a bail appli-
cation has been filed in the Sessions
Court, the hearing for which will be
on November 12.

During the anti-CAA-NRC
protest, a video of Sharjil Imam,
who came to address the students
at AMU, went viral in which he was
stated about the division of the
country. He also made similar
statements in Delhi and Assam.
Separate sedition cases have been
filed in Civil Lines, Delhi and
Assam. PNS

Hathras: An envelope of for-
mer Congress president Rahul
Gandhi and general secretary
Priyanka Vadra has not yet
been opened by the victims of
the Bulgadhi case.

The cheque was said to be
worth Rs 10 lakh. The excuse
of not opening the envelope
even after a month is not
digestible. The family members
of the victims make an excuse
for not getting the time to visit
the bank.

A girl was attacked on 14
September in Bulgadhi, who
died on 29 October. On this,
Rahul Gandhi and Priyanka
Vadra came to Hathras on
October 3 during a ruckus
across the country and reached
Bulgadhi and met the
deceased's family members in
a closed room for about an
hour. PNS
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The family has objections
over the line of investiga-

tions taken by the CBI. Victim's
family feels that the way the
investigation agency is ques-
tioning the family indicates that
their focus is on honour killing.

According to the victim's
brother, the CBI officials are
questioning the relatives about
the victim’s character. Also the
victim’s relatives told that the
officials are allegedly putting
words into their mouth and are
allegedly trying to pin the blame
on them. This is the reason why
the victim's family is unhappy
with the way CBI is doing the
investigation.

Patna: Three persons were
killed and 21 others seriously
injured when a vehicle they
were returning in after attend-
ing a Congress rally overturned
in Purnia district, police said
on Friday.

The group was returning
from a public rally of Congress
candidate Abdul Jalil Mastan in
Amour when the driver lost
control over the vehicle around
7.30 pm on Thursday and it
overturned.

Mohammed Dilshad and
Mohammed Abul died on the
spot while Mohammed
Dilfaraz succumbed to his
injuries in hospital. The 21 per-
sons who sustained critical
injuries were battling for their
lives in hospital. IANS
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Kerala on Friday reported 7,002 new Covid-
19 cases after 63,384 samples were tested

in the past 24 hours, health officials said.
The pattern of new Covid cases continue

to remain showing signs of a sort of contain-
ment with the test positiv-
ity rate hovering around 11
per cent, down from 15 in
the past month.

In a statement issued
here by State Health
Minister K.K.Shailaja it said 7,854 turned neg-
ative taking the total cured to 3,88,504, while
there were 83,208 active cases. 27 Covid
deaths was reported taking the toll to 1,640.

Across the state 3,07,828 people were under
observation which includes 21,148 at hospitals.

The state has 636 hotspot areas.
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Karnataka has decided to ban the
sales and bursting of firecrackers

during Diwali this year in view of the
coronavirus pandemic, Chief Minister
BS Yediyurappa said on Friday.

“The formal ban order will soon
be issued,” he said while speaking to
reporters on the sidelines of signing
of Karnataka's pact with a consortium
led by Tata Technologies here.

Yeddyurappa said that the state
government had discussed the fire-
cracker ban with health experts and
thereafter arrived at the decision.

Odisha, West Bengal and
Rajasthan have already banned the
sale and bursting of firecrackers dur-
ing Diwali. Haryana has cracked

down on the sale of imported fire-
crackers.

State Health and Family Welfare
Minister K Sudhakar on Wednesday
said that the state was seriously con-
sidering the statewide ban on the sale
and bursting of firecrackers during the
17-day Diwali festival.

The final decision on ban would
however be taken only after consul-
tations with Chief Minister BS
Yeddyurappa, he had added.

Maharashtra too has asked peo-
ple to avoid bursting of firecrackers
this Diwali, though it has not banned
them.

“Instead, people cam light lamps
on a big scale and celebrate the festi-
val,” the Maharashtra Home
Department said on Thursday.
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New Delhi:The Supreme Court on Friday
stayed the direction of the Allahabad High
Court asking the Election Commission to hold
the bypoll in Suar assembly constituency in
Uttar Pradesh which fell vacant after the
annulment of Abdullah Azam Khan''s elec-
tion.The high court had annulled the election
of the son of Samajwadi Party MP
Mohammad Azam Khan on the grounds of
being under age. 

Later, the high court also asked the ECI
to start the process forthwith for holding by-
election in the constituency.

A bench comprising Chief Justice S A
Bobde and Justices A S Bopanna and V
Ramasubramanian said the high court''s
order “directing the ECI to start the process
of holding by-election for Suar assembly con-
stituency is stayed”.

The apex court is seized of two appeals
filed by Abdullah Azam Khan against the high
court order in the case. The SP leader has chal-
lenged the setting aside of his election as an
MLA and the direction to the poll panel for
a fresh bypoll for the seat.  PTI
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Amid a vehement opposition
by the NDA Government

to the Uddhav Thakeray dis-
pensation’s decision to relocate
the proposed Mumbai Metro-
III at Kanjurmarg,  the ruling
Congress on Friday put the
onus of shifting the car shed
project from Aarey colony in
north Mumbai to Kanjourmarg
in north-east Mumbai on the
previous BJP-led saffron
allianceGovernment.

Less than a fortnight after
the Centre joined issue with the
Shiv Sena-led MVA govern-
ment’s decision to relocate the
car shed project and
Kanjurmarg and claimed that
the land belonged to it, 
the Maharashtra Congress
made a counter claim that it was
the previous BJP-led govern-
ment that planned to shift the
project to Kanjurmarg and the
land belonged to 
the Maharashtra government
and that there was no dispute
over the land as was being
made out by the Opposition BJP
now.

“The BJP and the previous
Fadnavis government misguid-
ed Mumbaikars regarding the
issue of the Metro carshed at
Aarey. The manner in which the
previous Fadnavis government
deliberately lied to Mumbaikars
is shocking and condemnable,”
Maharashtra Congress secretary
and spokesperson Sachin
Sawant said.A major contro-
versy had broken out early this
week over a letter written by the
Centre’s Department of
Promotion of Industry &
Internal Trade (DPIIT) to the
state government opposing the
location of the car shed project
at Kanjurmarg would be
“against the interest of the
Government of India”. The
DPIIT had also claimed own-
ership of the 102-acres land
there.

It may be recalled that on
October 11, Maharashtra chief
minister Uddhav Thackeray
had announced that the pro-
posed car shed for the  Metro
phase-III project would now be
located at Kanjurmarg in north-
east Mumbai to save forests at
Aarey Colony at Goregaon in

north Mumbai, where the was
project was initially located.

The decision to locate the
Mumbai Metro-III car shed
was incidentally Uddhav’s first
major policy initiative taken
after assuming the highest office
in the state on November 29 last
year. He had stayed the work on
the construction
of a car shed for Metro phase-

III at Aarey Colony in the wake
of Shiv Sena-supported protests.

Lodging a protest with the
state government against the
move to relocate the car shed
project at Kanjurmarg, DPIIT
Secretary Guruprasad
Mohapatra had said in his let-
ter dated October 15:  “The
improper and unilateral action
of the Mumbai Suburban
District Collector and Mumbai
Metropolitan Region
Development Authority has
caused severe loss” to the DPIIT
and the Government of India”  

“I would request you to take
necessary steps and to direct the
collector to withdraw the orders
passed in this regard in order to
protect the
interests of the Government of

India,” Mohapatra had stated in
his letter to the state govern-
ment.

However, the Maharashtra
government is in no mood to
back off from its decision to
locate the car shed project at
Kanjurmarg. So much so that
the ruling Maha Vikas 
Aghadi (MVA) leaders have
slammed the Centre for its
efforts to sabotage the 
Metro-III car shed project and
said that notwithstanding the
reservations expressed by the
Centre about locating

the project at Kanjurmarg,
they would go ahead with the
project.

Justifying the MVA gov-
ernment’s decision to shift the
Mumbai Metro-III car shed to
Kanjurmarg,  Sawant that the
land always belonged to the state
government.

“The MVA government
decided to shift the Metro Car
shed to Kanjurmarg two years
after the salt department tried
to stake claim on the land.
However, the salt department
could not provide any proof
showing that the land does not

belong to the state government
and belongs to them,” Sawat
said.

“The orders in this regard
were given by the District
Collector in 2014, Divisional
Commissioner in 2015 and
even the former Revenue
Minister Chandrakant Patil of
the BJP in 2018. Also, in the
plan submitted by the adminis-
tration in 2015, it was clearly
written that there is no dispute
over this 102 acre land,” Sawant
said.

Claiming that it was the
Devendra Fadnavis government
that wanted the car shed of
Metro 3 to be located at
Kanjurmarg, Sawant said that
the formal decision taken by the
current MVA 
government today was the plan
of the Fadnavis government
itself.

Sawant said that so much so
that  senior bureaucrat Ashwini
Bhide had written a letter dated
September 22, 2015 to the
Mumbai Suburban District
Collector seeking land in
Kanjurmarg for Metro Car
depot and other works.

���5��
�����-
���
�!�
��������
���

)	�������1����2��	�	��	���������	���
�	����+��	�	��0��+������3�#���

���������	������?	���I���J��%	�
��G
���������	�����(:-�����	��������

From Page 1
“We are exploring the pos-

sibility of conducting phase-III
trials in a few of our partner
countries. We are also looking
forward to research collaboration
in the field of vaccine develop-
ment,” Shringla said.

As regards collaboration, he
said India may also opt for joint
production of vaccines in some
countries. “We have already con-
ducted online training sessions
for nearly 90 participants from
eight neighbouring countries to
develop capacity in clinical tri-
als and clinical practices. Based
on demand, we can conduct
more such training courses,” the
Foreign Secretary said.

Observing that Covid con-
tinued to be a challenge world-
wide, with increasing cases every
day, Shringla said he returned on
Thursday from Europe where a
second wave of the pandemic is
in evidence. In India, daily case
load has reduced to below 50,000
from around a 1,00,000 a few
weeks ago, he said. During the
past few months, India added
production capacity for person-
al protective equipment, test kits
and medicines that is being
shared with others, he said.

Among other to brief the
international community includ-
ed VK Paul, member (Health) of
the Niti Aayog and chairman of
the national expert group on vac-
cine administration of Covid-19,
principal scientific adviser K
Vijay Raghavan, Health
Secretary Rajesh Bhushan,
department of biotechnology
secretary Renu Swarup, depart-
ment of science and technology
secretary Ashutosh Sharma,
CSIR director general Shekhar
Mande and Abhishek Singh,
CEO of the e-governance divi-
sion of the Ministry of
Electronics and Information
Technology.

From Page 1
The BJP top leaders,

including Uttar Pradesh Chief
Minister Yogi Adityanath, have
been talking about Ram tem-
ple construction, Article 370
abolition, triple talaq, CAA in
an obvious attempt to polaris
the voters.

This has not gone down
too well with Bihar Chief
Minister and JD(U) leader
Kumar, who slammed Yogi for
threatening to throw out the
so-called “infiltrators”   if the
NDA formed a Government in
Bihar.

Besides, polling will also
take place for Valmiki Nagar
Lok Sabha seat where a by-elec-
tion has been necessitated by
the death of sitting JD(U) MP
Baidyanath Mahato.

The JD(U)’s bid to retain
the Parliamentary seat by field-
ing his son Sunil Kumar is fac-
ing the primary challenge from
Congress candidate Pravesh
Kumar Mishra, a journalist-
turned-politician.

Many of the seats falling  in
the Kosi-Seemanchal region
will be contested between NDA
and Grand alliance will be
held under the shadow of
Owaisi factor  given the fact
that the AIMIM has fielded
candidates in many of the
Muslim-dominated seats here
and the Hyderabad MP also
carried out a hectic campaign.

The Kosi-Seemanchal
region also happens to be the
main area of influence for
maverick former MP Pappu
Yadav, whose Jan Adhikar Party
is determined to make its pres-
ence felt and prove a point
tothe RJD as both draw their
support from the State’s most
populous community  the
Yadavs.

As in the previous two
phases, Chirag Paswan’s LJP is

also in the fray in a number of
seats this time, threatening to
play spoilsport for the NDA,
especially the JD(U) with its
repeated pleas that “everyvote
cast in favour of the Chief
Minister’s party will be a loss
for Bihars future”.\

While the NDA looked
surefooted till a few months
ago, poll pundits have begun to
predict “winds of change” and
the ruling coalition seems to
have taken note as emotional
appeals to the voters haveem-
anated from Prime Minister
Narendra Modi and Chief
Minister Kumar.

Modi, who attended 12
rallies during the campaign,
came out with an open letter
addressed to the people of the
State on Thursday saying he
“needed” Kumar in the State so
that the development of Bihar
continues unhindered.

Kumar, on his part,
stunned all by winding up his
last election meeting in Purnea
district with the remark “this is
my last election.    And all is
well that ends well”.

From Page 1
The bench asked whether all

offences in the ordinance are non-cog-
nizable.  Singh said these are cogniz-
able.   The top court told Mehta that
there is no grading of offence to which
he said he would like to respond to it. 

“We don’t want to advise. These
are all knowledgeable people and
there are NGO people also,” the
bench said.  Mehta pointed that there
are experts from the field besides
members from NGOs in the newly
created commission and they will all
start working from Friday. Singh
added that the situation today is
almost of a public health emergency
and something drastic needs to be
done.  He said by the time court will
reopen after vacation, the current sit-
uation may all be over. 

The bench said that it will keep the
matter on reopening after the Diwali
vacation.  

On October 29, the top court was
informed by the Centre that it has
come out with an ordinance on curb-
ing pollution and it has been pro-
mulgated already. 

The top court had said that it
would have to look at the Ordinance
before passing any direction in the
matter which has raised issues regard-
ing pollution caused due to stubble
burning in neighbouring states of
Delhi. 

The apex court had on October 26
kept in abeyance its earlier order
appointing one-man panel of retired
apex court judge Justice Madan B
Lokur to monitor the steps taken by
neighbouring states to prevent stub-
ble burning which is a major cause of
pollution in the Delhi-national capi-
tal region (NCR). “We would like
you to stop using your beautiful cars.
Which you won’t. We should all go
about on bikes -- not motorbikes but
bicycles,” the CJI had observed.

Earlier, the apex court had kept in
abeyance its October 16 order
appointing one-man panel of Justice
(retd) Lokur while considering the
Centre’s stand that it is coming out
with a comprehensive legislation to
deal with air pollution, including the
aspect of stubble burning.

Mehta had told the bench that the
Centre has taken a “holistic view” of
the matter and the draft of the pro-
posed law on curbing pollution would
be submitted in the apex court with-
in four days. 

In its October 16 order, the top
court had directed deployment of
National Cadet Corps, National
Service Scheme and Bharat Scouts and
Guides for assisting in the monitor-
ing of stubble burning in the agricul-
tural fields of Punjab, Haryana, Uttar
Pradesh and Delhi-NCR, saying all it
wants is that “people of Delhi-NCR
can breathe fresh air without any pol-
lution”.

From Page 1
An AQI between zero and

50 is considered “good”, 51 and
100 “satisfactory”, 101 and 200
“moderate”, 201 and 300 “poor”,
301 and 400 “very poor”, and 401
and 500 “severe”. PM10 levels in
Delhi-NCR stood at 435 micro-
gram per cubic meter (μg/m3) at
6 pm, according to CPCB data.
PM10 levels below 100 μg/m3
are considered safe in India.

PM10 is particulate matter

with a diameter of 10 microm-
eters and is inhalable into the
lungs. These particles include
dust, pollen and mold spores.

The levels of PM2.5 – finer
particles which can even enter
the bloodstream – were 242
μg/m3 at 6 pm. PM2.5 levels up
to 60 μg/m3 are considered safe.

VK Soni, the head of IMD’s
environment monitoring
research centre, said, “The air
quality was in the ‘very poor’ cat-
egory on Friday morning. It
entered the ‘severe’ zone again by

evening, with a very large num-
ber of farm fires over Punjab
being the primary reason”.  He
said the boundary layer wind
direction was north-northwest-
erly, favourable for the transport
of pollutants from farm fires to
Delhi-NCR. The Air Quality
Early Warning System for Delhi
said the farm fire count in
Punjab (around 5,100) remained
“very high” on Thursday and it
is likely to impact the air quali-
ty of Delhi-NCR and other parts
of northwest India.

From Page 1
“This approach leaves us unable to make

conclusions regarding individual-level associa-
tions,” the scientists said.

The Harvard scientists believe further
research on how pollution and other factors may
exacerbate Covid-19 symptoms and increase
mortality risk is essential to guide policies and
behaviour related to the pandemic.

The findings should come as a warning to
the authorities here.               

For, Delhi’s air quality on Thursday dropped
to its worst level since December 2019 with farm
fires accounting for 42 per cent of its pollution,
the maximum this season so far, according to
data from central government agencies. During
the same time, it also saw 6,715 reported
Covid-19 cases, taking the infection tally to over
4.16 lakh.  

The National Centre for Disease Control
(NCDC) had warned last week that Delhi may
report nearly 15,000 Covid-19 cases daily in win-
ter because of the prevalence of respiratory ill-
nesses during this season that worsen the
symptoms of the disease.
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Delhi Chief Minister Arvind
Kejriwal on Friday laid

the foundation stone for the
redevelopment of Rohtak
Road. The CM said that in
many previous projects, the
Delhi Government has com-
pleted the projects well before
time and at a lesser cost, and
the time and cost-saving model
will be replicated in this project
as well.

Speaking at the occasion,
Kejriwal said, “It was the
request long due from the peo-
ple living in the area, and the
ones traveling via it to get the
road reconstructed. Originally
constructed in 2011, every
road undergoes repair in five
years, but it has been nine years
since its establishment and the
over-usage has led to its dam-
age. I congratulate all Delhiites
that this work will now be ini-
tiated. In the past, the Delhi
Government has completed
many projects before time and
at a lesser cost. We will try our

best to complete the redevel-
opment project well before
time." The total cost of the
redevelopment project is Rs 25
crores, and it will be complet-
ed in 6 months.

The redevelopment will be
carried out with the use of the
latest cold-milling technology,
in which the upper layer of the
road will be recycled and
reused in the redevelopment of
the road. The use of the latest
technology reduces the cost of
any project by 10-15 percent
through the reuse of old
resources. The road is 13.33 km
long, and 200 ft wide. The road
was first constructed in 2011
and was to be redeveloped in
2016 by NHAI.

However, the project has
now been taken up by the
Delhi government due to no
sanction of funds by the NHAI.
Lack of stipulated maintenance
has deteriorated the condition
of the road. The shelf life of
which was originally 5 years,
has now been in use for nine
years approximately leading to

the destruction. The strength-
ening of the road will lead to
less water-logging and will
resolve the issue of traffic con-
gestion. The new road will
ease traffic congestions and will
be beneficial for farmers in
Haryana.

Delhi Urban Development
Minister Satyendra Jain who
was also there said, “Today is
a very joyous occasion as we
have begun work to re-con-
struct the Rohtak road from
Zakhira to Delhi border. The
stipulated time for reconstruc-
tion is six months, but I will try
my best to make the road
available for use in just four
months. There was an increas-
ing demand to strengthen the
road owing to potholes. The
redevelopment work will ease
the travel of the people com-
muting from Bahadurgarh to
Delhi and Delhi to Mundka.I
want to congratulate all the four
chiefs as they advocated this
topic repeatedly which has
encouraged us to initiate the
work.”

���77
������
� ),&�-,.'(

Delhi Jal Board (DJB)
Chairman Satyendar Jain

visited the Keshopur ‘Sewage
Treatment Plant’ (STP) on
Thursday and instructed offi-
cials to provide high quality
treated water to farmers
through the 30 km irrigation
canal network.

Jain said, “We will ensure
that 100 per cent treated water
is recycled and reused. No
treated water from any STP will
be released into the drains. The
DJB will fulfill Chief Minister
Arvind Kejriwal’s vision of
considering treated water as a

resource and utilising every
drop coming from STPs.
Further STPs will be made to
generate power through
Biodigestors and solar pan-
els.”

Officials were also instruct-
ed to take measures including
automation of SPS be done
because manual pumping is

inefficient and was a major
cause of overflow of sewage in
the area. Aeration by floating
aerators should be provided.
“Biodigestors should be recti-
fied and power should be gen-
erated from sludge. Treated
water lines should be laid to
ordinance forest, jheel lake in
paschim vihar and nearby big

parks, green belts and forests,”
the government said in a state-
ment.

Focusing on the ways to
recycle and reuse, zero liquid
discharge and ground-water
recharge, Delhi Government
has always been instrumental
supporting techniques that aid
environmental causes.
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Delhi Deputy Chief Minister
Manish Sisodia on Friday

slammed the Delhi University
colleges funded by the Delhi
Government as a special audit
has revealed serious financial
irregularities and violations of
UGC norms.

According to Delhi
Government officials , salaries
of the teachers and staff has not
been released, despite these
colleges showing a surplus of
crores of Sisodia  who also hold
Education portfolio said that all
legal proceedings are being
considered on the basis of the
audit report. “After receiving
complaints of mismanagement
of funds, we sanctioned a spe-
cial audit to examine the fund
expenditure of five colleges
funded by the Delhi govern-
ment. Despite their resistance
to the audit, it is clear that these
colleges have been grossly mis-
managing funds, as shown by
the report of the audit,”

He further said the special
audit, when initiated, was
obstructed by the colleges by
matters of resisting to show
their accounts books to the
audit officers. The books were
only shown when the High
Court intervened, and direct-
ed the colleges.

“Two major issues have
emerged in the Special Audit;
unauthorised payments by the
college, and surplus funds
being stashed by the colleges,”
said Sisodia while explaining
the extent of mismanagement.

The colleges that were
audited on the order of the

court are Deen Dayal
Upadhyaya College, Keshav
Mahavidyalaya, Shaheed
Sukhdev College, Bhagini
Nivedita College, and
Maharishi Valmiki college. Two
colleges, Aditi Mahavidyalaya
and Lakshmibai College,
refused to allow the audit to be
carried despite the order.

While reading out the audit
report, Sisodia shared the fol-
lowing irregularities. “Despite
increasing the funds of these
colleges, they kept showing a
deficit. After corroboration
with the audit report, it’s clear
these colleges have been in vio-
lation of UGC norms, and
have been misappropriating
the funds.”

Multiple irregularities have
been brought out by the Special
Audit. This includes payment
of teaching, and non-teaching
staff against the posts that did
not have sanction of the
Directorate of Higher
Education, hiring of security
guards/housekeeping staff in
violation of GFR, purchase of
computers and other hardware
without following financial
normal, and hiring of cars
without following financial
norms. Moreover, the record of
the attendance of such people
was not shown.

The money spent by col-
leges was unauthorized, with-
out seeking any approval from
the Delhi Government as the
colleges continued to make
illegal payments.

Total unauthorised pay-
ments made out by these col-
leges from 2017 to 2020 -
Deen Dayal Upadhyaya

College (49.88 crores), Keshav
Mahavidyalaya (29.84 crores),
Shaheed Sukhdev College
(16.52 crores), Bhagini Nivedita
College (17.23 crores), and
Maharishi Valmiki college
(10.64 crores).

Sisodia also questioned the
colleges on violating the pay
scale approved by the Ministry
of Human Resource
Department, UGC, or Delhi
Government. According to
this, Grantee Institute should
not pay its employees higher
than those applicable to simi-
lar categories of employees in
the government. “Paying
salaries of Rs 40,000 to securi-
ty guards is a clear violation of
this as standard pay is between
15k-20k,” said Sisodia. These
inflated salaries imply this was
done to hide their own misap-
propriation.

Similarly, despite receiving
the funds from the Delhi gov-
ernment, the colleges contin-
ued to stash their surplus funds,
Sisodia said at the conference.
“The ‘Pattern of Assistance” by
which the Delhi Govt makes
payment to all the Higher
Education Institutions funded
by it - including Ambedkar
University, DTU, IP University,

and 12 Delhi University col-
leges - is based on the princi-
ple of deficit funding.” The
govt, pays these higher educa-
tion institutions the net deficit
between their total expendi-
ture, and their total income.

“Any source of earning,
and the total income received
by the college from fees has to
be declared to Delhi
Government. However, these
colleges violated this pattern of
assistance as large, undeclared
incomes in their accounts have
been found by the auditors,
which were never declared to
the Delhi Government,” said
Sisodia. “This constitutes
‘fraud’ as these colleges kept
taking funding from the gov-
ernment on false premises,” he
added.

“Despite having these sur-
plus funds, the colleges have
failed to pay the salaries of the
teachers, and staff, and con-
tinued to falsely blame the
Delhi government,” Sisodia
said.

As per the Delhi govern-
ment’s audit, these colleges
have these surplus funds avail-
able to them as on 31 March
2020 - Deen Dayal Upadhyaya
College has 22.44 crores,

Keshav Mahavidyalaya has 9.38
crores, Shaheed Sukhdev
College has 31.58 crores,
Bhagini Nivedita College has
2.38 crores, and Maharishi
Valmiki college has 39 lakhs
but continue to demand the
Delhi Government to release
more funds.

As per the provision made
by the state government for
grant to colleges, the remaining
shortfall has to be paid after the
expenses from fees and income
from all other sources. After
exhausting that, remaining
funds can be stored in Fixed
Deposits.

Yet the colleges have stored
this surplus in Fixed Deposit.

Another damning exami-
nation by the special audit
revealed that the colleges, in a
completely arbitrary manner,
created teaching/non-teaching
posts in the colleges. Sisodia
said, “In the Grantee College as
per UGC/DU norms, only with
prior approval of Govt. of NCT
of Delhi, can any post be cre-
ated as these colleges are fund-
ed by the government.” No
appointment shall be made
unless the posts creation is
approved by the competent
authority of Delhi Govt. Whose
approval was taken to create
these posts, Sisodia questioned
the colleges.

“The Delhi government
will look into the right legal
course of action to be taken,”
Sisodia said. He said that the
Delhi government will stop
such irregularities, and will
not tolerate any work carried
out by ignoring financial rules,
and without approval.

In times like the Covid19
crisis, when the income of the
state government has been
brought down by 50 percent
and continues to cut its expens-
es, Sisodia questioned the cred-
ibility, and intent behind keep-
ing such large surplus funds in
FDs. “They have been making

unauthorised payments, and
have surplus funds, yet con-
tinue to allege Delhi
Government and ask us for
more funds,” he said.

Sisodia  added that  DTU,
Ambedkar University, IPU,
NSTU are also assisted under the
Government's grant rules. “No

such issues have been brought up
there as they continue to run
smoothly. But due to misman-
agement of funds by these DU
colleges, unnecessary disputes in
paying salaries of teachers and
staff have risen,” he added.
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Hit by coronavirus pan-
demic which has almost

dried up the CSR fund, NGOs
especially working with dis-
abled children and adults are
fighting a different battle.  

Fesitval of light which is
round the corner is no differ-
ent. For most of them, Diwali
has been a muted affair this
time as there are few buyers for
the handicraft decors made by
their students for the festivities. 

“Every year, various prod-
ucts such as hand-painted
diyas,  gift boxes, envelops,
diaries, glass gel candles, ter-
racotta diyas, scented tea light
candles, and other Diwali
decors made by our students

with disabilities were exhibited
at various corporate and exhi-
bitions and sold like hot cakes.
By selling these handicraft
items our school generated
some revenue to pay them as
well as spend on their educa-
tion and  vocational classes.
"But, due to the ongoing out-
break, there are no buyers to
purchase our handicraft items,"
said Mridul Singh from Delhi-
based Ek Koshish Special
School for children and adults
with disabilities. 

The school has put up a
sale counter at Shop No 1, 211
Karkardooma in the national
capital which was inaugurated
by area Counselor Gunjan
Gupta in the presence of
Gaurav Gupta, President

Rotary veg. ,Radhey Shyam
Bansal, Ruchi Jain from Astha
Ladies club and local residents. 

“The aim of having a sale
counter in such a place is to
motivate local people of the
area to purchase the hand-
crafted products and contribute
for the society. We have
ensured all mandated safety
precautions against Covid-19.”

Bringing some light to
these murkier times, however,
are good Samaritan and kind-
hearted donors visiting from
far areas as well as from the
neighbourhood. 

For example, in Gurmeet
Khanna, an ex- banker and
Kanchan Mittal, CEO  of
Haritika Diamonds and
Jewellery, the school has regu-

lar buyers for its products.
Says Khanna, “these are tough
times for everybody. But we
can help bring positivity by
purchasing the products made
by the adults and kids with dis-
abilities.”

Unlike Koshish which has
showcased its products on a
smaller scale, NGOs like Blind
Relief Association has decid-
ed not to hold their regular
Diwali Mela. On the other
hand, the Dastkar 'Festival of
Lights' and the Delhi Tourism
Diwali Mela has kickstarted
from November 1-10 (Kisan
Haat, Andheria Modh)and
November 4-14 (Dilli Haat
Pitampura), respectively, fol-
lowing allgovernment man-
dated safety precautions.
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New Delhi: The Delhi Police has
arrested 17 people for allegedly
running a fake call centre dup-
ing foreign nationals in the
name of Microsoft technical
support in the National Capital.

The accused have been iden-
tified as Sahil Dilavari (27),
Sehaj Soin (23), Chaitanya
Chugh (25), Yogesh Chopra
(22), Nitin Kumar (23), Gurdit
Singh (25), Sukesh Kumar (31),
Naman Arora (23), Sanjoy Pal
(23), Dipendra Singh (27),
Sudhir Sharma (32), Mayank
Tiwari (35), Gaurav Somi (32),
Avtar Singh (30), Syrel Sam
David (23) Ayush Chaudhary
(28) and Umang Manchanda
(25).

A total of 2,268 people were
duped between October 11,
2019 to November 5, 2020 of
USD 1,081,365 (over Rs 8 crore)
by them. According to Anyesh
Roy, the DCP, Cyber Cell Unit
(CyPAD) of Delhi Police, police
received a complaint that an ille-
gal international call centre was
being operated from Rajouri
Garden from where unsuspect-
ing people residing in foreign
countries are being cheated in
the name of providing technical
support by Microsoft Inc. SR
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Abhey Singh Dahima, a
senior advocate at

Gurugram court, became the
president of the district bar
association on Friday following
an election which saw over
2,800 advocates casting their
vote in the day. The Gurugram
bar is counted as one of the
biggest bar across the state bar
associations.

Dahima bagged 1,436 out
of a total of 2,800 votes to beat
his closest rival Vinod Kataria
by 457 votes. Apart from Yadav
and Kataria, one more candi-
dates were in the fray for the
bar president’s post.

Rahul Dagar, on the other

hand, won the post of vice-
president with 1,061. While
Nikesh Raj Yadav became the
bar secretary with 1,374 votes.
The post of the joint secretary
was won by Sandeep Yadav
with 1,203 votes.

After the results, Dahima
said, his first priority as the bar
president would be to make
proper seating arrangements
for all the advocates on the
court complex. Also, proper
parking facility for the benefit
of both advocates and litigants.

“There are more than 5,500
advocates and there isn’t space
to set up chambers for new-
comer advocates. We will
ensure that the advocates get
enough space. Besides advo-
cates as well as visitors will get

water facility,” he said, adding
the work on the new court
building was in progress which
will be operational by
September next year.

Meanwhile, a jubilant
Yadav said, our top propriety to
increase new chambers for
lawyers, toilets for women
advocates, water and clean-
ness in the court premises.

Earlier in the day, a huge
rush caused traffic snarls
towards Sohna Chowk and the
mini secretariat. The court
complex is situated between the
two. Sources said lack of park-
ing space for advocates and lit-
igants coming to the court
and ongoing work on the new
court complex added to the
chaos.
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Delhi Deputy Chief
Minister Manish Sisodia

has written to all three Mayors
of the Bharatiya Janata Party-
ruled Municipal Corporations
and expressed disappointment
over non-payment of salaries
to teachers in schools run by
the corporations even after
the Delhi Government cleared
their due share of taxes.

The corporations in the
process have caused unprece-
dented pain to the families of
thousands of teachers and low-
ered the prestige of the nation-
al capital in the entire nation at
a time when the entire country
has united in the fight against
Corona, he said in the letter.  

“It is clear from your
actions that rather than find-
ing a viable resolution of the
matter using all administrative

options available to the MCDs,
you are only interested in ped-
dling lies and indulging in
shameful politics over this
issue,” he said.

“Over the past many years,
not only has the Delhi
Government paid MCDs their
due share of taxes, but it has
paid a large sum over and
above as loan. As on 1st April
2020, a total of Rs. 6,008 Cr loan
is outstanding over the three
MCDs, as per records of the
urban development depart-
ment. This includes Rs. 1977 Cr
outstanding from EDMC, Rs.
3243 Cr from NDMC and Rs.
788 Cr from SDMC,” he said.

Sisodia further said that
even the recent CAG report on
State Finances of NCT of
Delhi has noted a large
amount of unpaid loans to the
extent of Rs. 3814.89 Cr are
due from the three MCDs to
the Delhi Government as on

31st March 2018.
Responding to it, mayor of

North Delhi Jai Prakash said
that the Delhi Government
constituted Delhi Finance
commission and accepted its
recommendations. 

“Now they owe Rs 13500
crore to Corporations. Out of
which 6550 crore is of North
Delhi municipal corporation as
per 3rd,4th and 5th DFC rec-
ommendations. Sisodia must
explain when they are releas-
ing our due amount of 13500
crore. He must also explain
that they had ever given loans
to local bodies since their
party came into power.
Moreover, while trifurcation
we were promised a bailout
package by the then Chief
Minister of Delhi. Not only this
we have to take a lot of funds
like road cut repair, charges,
property tax etc from the Delhi
Government,” he said.
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With the Covid-19 vaccine
likely to be made avail-

able early next year, the
Government has prepared a
blueprint envisaging the use of
various primary and sec-
ondary schools, anganwadis
and panchyat buildings dotted
across the country to function
as temporary vaccination sites
in the anti-coronavirus inoc-
ulation drive that would be
monitored by the Union
health ministry’s digital plat-
form.

As per the country’s
Covid-19 immunisation pro-
gramme, various digital tools
such as QR code certificate
and delivery of SMS to vaccine
beneficiaries among others
will be utilised to make the
system efficient and foolproof
to keep a track on the benefi-
ciaries.

“The vaccination sites
will not be limited to just
healthcare facilities. Such cen-
tres would also be set up in
anganwadi centres, schools,
panchayat buildings and other
such setups as identified by

State Governments,” said an
official from the Ministry.

Currently, the Ministry’s
existing digital platform eVIN
is being used for the UIP
which is now being enhanced
for Covid-19 vaccine distrib-
ution and delivery, through
which SMSes would be sent to
recipients informing the time,
date and venue to get the shots

and digitally connect them
and also track them.

Each person in the immu-
nisation list would be linked
with their Aadhaar cards to
avoid duplication and to track
beneficiaries. However, in case
a person doesn’t have an aad-
haar card, a Government
photo identity can be used, as
per the blueprint.

A QR generated certificate
will be produced once a per-
son has been vaccinated and
no side effects of the vaccine
are reported. Beneficiaries will
also be given an opportunity
to store their Covid-19 immu-
nisation certif icate in
DigiLocker which is another
digital tool devised by the
Government.

The coronavirus vaccine,
once available, would be dis-
tributed under a special
COVID-19 inoculation pro-
gramme, using the processes,
technology and network of the
existing UIP. 

States have been asked
not to chart separate pathways
of procurement. “The Centre
will procure the vaccine direct-

ly to make it available to the
priority groups through the
existing network of states and
districts. 

The vaccine is being
planned to be administered to
the priority groups free-of-
cost,” said the official.

Presently, facilities of cold
chain in over 28,000 locations
are being used under the UIP.

Presently the group is engaged
with mapping the private sec-
tor facilities for augmenting
the capacity.

Union Health Minister
Harsh Vardhan had said last
month that the Centre esti-
mates to receive and utilise 40-
50 crore doses of Covid-19
vaccine covering 20-25 crore
people by July next year. 
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India’s single-day Covid-19
recoveries exceeded daily

new infections successively for
the last five weeks, while active
cases are on a sustained decline
and comprise only 6.19 per
cent of the country’s total case-
load. However, some States
like Maharashtra, Kearala and
Delhi remain a cause of worry
with higher cases and deaths.

The Union Health
Ministry said on Friday that
less than 50,000 new cases of
the coronavirus infection have
been reported in the country in
a span of 24 hours, whereas the

daily new recoveries have
exceeded 54,000.

“A total of 54,157 Covid-19
patients have recovered and
were discharged in a span of 24
hours as against 47,638 new
infections being reported dur-
ing the same period,” said a
senior Health Ministry official
adding that “India is reporting
new recoveries more than the
daily new cases successively for
the last five weeks now.”

There is a continuous
decline in average daily new
cases for the last five weeks.
From registering more than
73,000 average daily new cases
in the first week of October, the

average daily new cases have
declined to 46,000 cases.   

The active cases stand at
5,20,773 as on date and now

comprise only 6.19 per cent of
the total COVID-19 caseload,
it stated.

The recoveries have surged

to 77,65,966 and exceed active
cases by 72,45,193 as on date.
The national recovery rate has
further improved to 92.32 per
cent.

The ministry said that 80
per cent of the new recovered
cases are observed to be con-
centrated in 10 states and
union territories with
Maharashtra topping the list at
over 11,000 single day 
recoveries.

Seventy-nine per cent of
new cases are also from 10
states and union territories.

Again, Maharashtra is
reporting a very high 
number of new cases with

more than 10,000 cases fol-
lowed by Kerala with more
than 9,000 cases. Besides, 670
c a s e
fatalities have been reported in
a span of 24 hours. Of these, 10
States and union territories
account for nearly 86 per cent. 

More than 38 per cent of
new fatalities reported are from
Maharashtra at 256 deaths fol-
lowed by Delhi with 66 new
deaths. 

India’s Covid-19 caseload
mounted to 84,11,724 with
47,638 new infections being
reported in a day, while the
death toll climbed to 1,24,985
with 670 new fatalities.
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Sounding a note of warning,
Chief of Defence Staff

(CDS)General Bipin Rawat on
Friday did not rule out the pre-
sent tension at the Line of
Actual(LAC) flaring up into a
“larger conflict” with China
even as he asserted that India
will never accept a change in
the present LAC.

His tough talk came on a
day when the Corps
Commanders of the two coun-
tries were holding the eighth
round of talks to break the six
month logjam at the LAC in
Eastern Ladakh. 

In his address to the pres-
tigious National Defence
College(NDC), Rawat said a
“larger conflict” with China
cannot be ruled out if border
confrontations and unprovoked
military actions spiraled. “In the
overall security calculus: border
confrontations, transgressions,
unprovoked tactical military
actions -- spiralling into a larg-
er conflict therefore cannot be
discounted,” he said.

Rawat also said China and
Pakistan acting in collusion
meant an omnipresent danger
of regional instability with

potential for escalation.
Referring to China’s ambi-

tions as an aggressive pursuit of
hegemonic interests, the CDS

said the situation along the LAC
remained tense amid trans-
gressions and belligerent action
by the Chinese.
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The first phase of the pres-
tigious Malabar series of

naval exercises ended on
Friday with the navies of India,
US, Japan and Australia par-
ticipating in the drill off
Visakhapatnam.  Australia is
participating in the event for
the first time after India invit-
ed it despite China’s strong
objection. It claimed the Quad
coalition of the four countries
was getting militarised and
posed a threat in the Indo-
Pacific region.

The present edition of
the exercise took place amidst
ongoing tension at the Line of
Actual  Control(LAC)in
Ladakh.  The four navies
conducted complex drills in
the Bay of Bengal off
Visakhapatnam for four days
starting November 3.
Reacting to the latest event ,
China had said it hoped the
endeavour will be conducive
to regional peace and stabil-
ity instead of the contrary. 

Held annually, this year’s
Malabar series of exercise
will be held in two phases.
The second phase will take

place in mid November in the
Arabian Sea.

The current edition is
unique as the Australian Navy
is taking part despite China
expressing reservations claim-
ing that the Quad countries
are trying to militarise the
coalition and pose a threat in
the Indo-Pacific region.  In
2007, Australia was invited
for the Malabar event leading
to a strong protest by China
to India, US, Japan and
Australia.  Australia was keen
to take part in the joint exer-
cise and the US and Japan
also favoured its inclusion.
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The Congress on Friday
accused the Modi

Government of “fake national-
ism” and alleged that it has
betrayed the armed forces by
“snatching away” the pension
of army officers. 

Congress’ chief spokesper-
son Randeep Surjewala said the
Modi Government is deliber-
ately hurting the morale of
army officers by “snatching
away” their pension and
demanded immediate reversal
of the decision.

“We demand that Prime
Minister Modi comes forward
and clarifies his stand on the
issue and takes back its anti-
army decision of October 29,”
Surjewala said at AICC Press
briefing.

The Congress general sec-
retary said while the Modi gov-
ernment is habitual of seeking
votes on the sacrifice of brave
soldiers and on “fake national-
ism”, it has become the first
regime in the country’s history
to “steal the pension” and alter-
nate career choice of those offi-
cers who protect our mother-
land.

“This Diwali, PM Modi
exhorted the nation to light a
diya for our soldiers, but has
ensured darkness in their lives
by attempting to reduce their
pension by half. If this is not
BJP’s ‘fake nationalism’, then
what is it,” he asked.

“The Modi Government’s
fresh attack on the forces has
exposed the anti-army face of
the ‘fake nationalists’,” he alleged.

���
� ),&�-,.'(

Citing limited data and the
small size of Phase 2 clin-

ical trials, the top drug regula-
tor’s subject expert committee
has rejected Zydus Cadila’s
application for emergency use
authorisation for its biological
therapy, Pegylated Interferon
alpha-2b or ‘PegiHepTM’ as a
treatment of moderate Covid-

19 patients. The company had
submitted data from its Phase
2 clinical trial on 40 mild to
moderately ill Covid-19
patients.

Pegylated Interferon Alfa
2b injection, biological thera-
py is used for the treatment of
Hepatitis B and C. The drug is
being seen as a potential treat-
ment option for mild to mod-
erate COVID-19 infection.
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Education Minister Ramesh
Pokhriyal ‘Nishank’ on

Friday said India’s new National
Education Policy (NEP) is
based on the concepts of equi-
ty, quality and accessibility. He
also cited the country’s
“diverse” nature in terms of
regional languages to stress
the benefits of having primary
education in a child’s mother
tongue.

Speaking at the inaugural
session of Amity University’s
two-day conference on
“Implementation of National
Education Policy 2020 for
Transforming India”, Pokhriyal
said there is awareness and
excitement regarding the
implementation of the NEP not
only in the country but also
globally.
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The ministry of consumer
affairs on Friday said about

4.39 crore bogus ration cards
have been weeded out since
2013 for rightful targeting of
beneficiaries under the National
Food Security Act (NFSA ). New
ration cards are regularly issued
to genuine and rightfully eligi-
ble beneficiaries or households
against the deleted ration cards,
it said in a statement.

These ration cards were
cancelled as part of the tech-
nology-driven PDS reforms ini-
tiated across the country to

modernise the Targeted Public
Distribution System (TPDS)
and to improve transparency
and efficiency in operations.
This was taken up through digi-
tisation of ration cards/benefi-
ciaries database, Aadhaar seed-
ing, detection of ineligible/bogus
ration cards, prevention of
duplication of digitised data,
updating migration/deaths of
beneficiaries during the run-up
to the implementation of NFSA.
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The Enforcement
Directorate (ED) has

attached assets worth over �3
crore of former Medical
Superintendent of Patna
Medical College and Hospital
in a money laundering case.

The ED’s attachment order
for movable and immovable
assets worth �3.14 crore under
Prevention of Money
Laundering Act came in con-
nection with a criminal mis-

conduct and cheating alleged-
ly involving Om Prakash
Choudhary, former Medical
Superintendent, Patna Medical
College and Hospital and oth-
ers.

The attached immovable
properties are in the form of
plots, flats in Patna, Ghaziabad,
Pune and Bangalore. The mov-
able assets are in the form of
three four wheelers and bal-
ances in bank accounts.

The ED initiated investi-
gation under PMLA against
Choudhary and others on the
basis of FIRs registered by
Special Vigilance Unit, Bihar .
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Asserting that India has full
potential to emerge as a

global hub for electric vehicles
by 2025, Union Road Transport
Minister Nitin Gadkari on
Friday asked automobile man-
ufacturers to reduce costs and
forego profits initially to cap-
ture market and fuel growth. 

Promising all support to
manufacturers in the initiative
aimed at cutting India’s huge
import costs of crude and
arresting pollution, Gadkari
expressed confidence that once
the market picks up there will
not be any looking back

The minister said he is
scheduled to make an hour-
long presentation on EVs before
the Chief Justice of India post-
Diwali. “E-mobility is going to
be the future mode of economic
transport...There is economic
viability for manufacturers, but
presently they are not in a
mood to reduce cost. Reducing
cost may result in some losses
initially, but will bring great
benefits. As a marketing strat-
egy you have to reduce the cost
to get numbers,” Gadkari said
addressing a virtual “Electric
Mobility Conference 2020 -
The Spark Revolution in India”.

He also said that India has
the potential to become the
largest EV producer in the
world in the next five years. 
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Union Home Secretary Ajay
Kumar Bhalla on Friday

said that talks with the NSCN-
IM for final settlement of the
decades-long Naga issue are in
an advanced stage and the
Centre is providing all assis-
tance to the North Eastern
states to deal with rebel groups. 

Speaking at the diamond
jubilee webinar organised by
the National Defence College
here, he said the Central
Government is in peace nego-
tiations with almost all groups
of the North East including the
ULFA and the major ones who
could have been potentially
used by China are holding
talks. 

“There could be potential
but not that much. These peo-
ple (insurgents) have lost that
kind of massive support. The
leadership of ULFA is back in
Assam and talking to the
Government. The NSCN peo-
ple, after the ceasefire, are sit-
ting in Delhi and talking to us
for the final settlement. We
don’t see that kind of major dis-
ruptions coming,” he said in
reply to a question on whether
the Government foresees
China’s involvement in the
eastern sector after the Ladakh
standoff.               

The Home Secretary said
the situation in the North
Eastern region is “well under
control” and the central gov-
ernment is providing assis-
tance to the state governments
in dealing with the insurgent
groups. 

��� ��
	���*#�1)5

�����������	����	�
������������
��3
=�
���(����*���

���
� ),&�-,.'(

The Supreme Court has
directed the trial courts to

consider granting protection
to witnesses in cases against
sitting and former lawmakers
under Witness Protection
Scheme without their making
any specific application in
this regard.

A three-judge bench of
Justices N V Ramana, Surya
Kant and Anirudhha Bose,
said the Witness Protection

Scheme, 2018, approved by it
should be strictly enforced by
the Union, States and Union
Territories. 

"Keeping in mind the vul-
nerability of the witnesses in
such cases, the Trial Courts
may consider granting pro-
tection under the said to wit-
nesses without their making
any specific application in
this regard," the bench said.

The apex court noted that
most witnesses are unwilling
to appear before the respec-

tive Courts to make deposi-
tions in courts.

It directed that no unnec-
essar y adjournments be
granted in cases related to
lawmakers keeping in mind
the public interest involved in
these matters.

"At the cost of repetition,
it is clarified that the direc-
tions in the present writ pro-
ceedings are 
applicable to both sitting as
well as former legislators
(MPs and MLAs)," the bench

said.
The apex court  a lso 

granted Solicitor General 
Tushar Mehta, appearing for
the Centre, one more week's
time to file a reply to submit
the status report relating to
investigations against law-
makers by special agencies.

The bench was hearing a
PIL filed by lawyer and BJP
leader Ashwini Upadhyay
seeking speedy disposal of
cases against  the 
lawmakers.
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India celebrates its National
Education Day on November
11, the birth anniversary of
Maulana Abul Kalam Azad —
a great scholar, freedom fight-

er, politician and a firm believer in
the unity of India — but do we hon-
our his passion and ideals? Azad is
also remembered as our first
Education Minister. Born in Mecca
in 1888, his family moved to Kolkata
in 1890. He was self-taught and
never went to school. He started
teaching at the age of 16 and con-
tinued his scholarly pursuits even
while in the thick of national poli-
tics. He wrote poetry, translated the
Quran and even authored several
books. 

Young Azad was influenced by
revolutionaries and was deeply
impressed by Sri Aurobindo. In
1908, he visited Iraq, Egypt, Syria
and Turkey and was pained to find
that while in these countries
Muslims were fighting for freedom
and democracy, Indian Muslims
were favouring the British, keeping
away from the nationalist move-
ment. To change the Muslim mind-
set, he started a journal, Al-Hilal, in
July 1912. He joined the Indian
National Congress and became its
president in 1923 at the age of 35.
After the two-nation theory and the
demand for a separate nation for
Muslims gained ground, Azad could
envision its conceptual fragility and
disastrous future consequences for
the nation, particularly for the
Muslims. Unfortunately, India was
partitioned and even Mahatma
Gandhi and Azad had to become a
party to it. What followed at the time
of the Partition and the near perma-
nency of the India-Pakistan conflict
clearly indicate how sound and
pragmatic ideas are sometimes lost
in the political arena, resulting in
unimaginable damage to future
generations. Both India and
Pakistan are perpetual victims of this
scar.

Pakistan — fully submerged in
religious orthodoxy and ignorance
— inflicted several self-destructive
wounds, suffered a couple of humil-
iating military defeats and was
even decimated. It is propagating
worldwide terrorism, and ironical-
ly, suffering its venomous conse-
quences as well. Azad and Khan
Abdul Ghaffar Khan are two out-
standing luminaries of the freedom
struggle, who presented the real —
liberal and dynamic — version of
Islam before their countrymen.
Had the Muslim community paid

heed to them, the world would
not have been put under debili-
tating violence, insecurity and
distrust that have engulfed
humanity today. 

The recent murderous attacks
in France have stirred diametri-
cally opposite reactions, indicat-
ing how serious the issues of reli-
gious bigotry, blind fundamen-
talism, terrorism and global inse-
curity are. The only ray of hope
lies in education, formal educa-
tion of the young and simultane-
ously the education of people in
positions of power and decision-
making in their “trusteeship
role” for the generations ahead.

This year, the National
Education Day celebration could
very well focus on the role of edu-
cation in achieving social cohe-
sion and religious harmony. The
recently launched National
Education Policy 2020 (NEP) has
considerable connect with the
basic principles of Buniyadi
Talim, which was proposed by
Gandhi in 1937. Delivering the
presidential speech at the fourth
session of the Central Advisory
Board of Education (CABE) on
January 13, 1948, Azad, the then
Education Minister, said: “In
connection with the scheme of
basic education, the question of
religious instruction had cropped
up at that time. Two committees
of the board pondered over it but
they were unable to come to an
agreed decision. I should like this
question to be reconsidered in
the light of the changed circum-
stances. For our country, this
question has a special meaning.” 

A realistic comprehension of
the spirit and intent of Buniyadi
Talim was indeed missed by
those under the influence of “all
that was Western and British.” To

them, the existing transplanted
system was doing fine. So why
disturb it? It is only now that the
consequences of this approach
are before us: Unemployment,
poverty, hunger, internal migra-
tion, neglect of villages and
farmers and much more. 

Everyone talks of a lack of
moral, ethical and humanistic
values. Corruption is a conse-
quence of diminishing emphasis
on character-building.
Luminaries like Azad had antic-
ipated such concerns. After pos-
ing the problem and putting it in
the context, Azad articulated its
elements: “It is already known to
you that the 19th century liber-
al point of view concerning the
imparting of religious education
has already lost weight. Even after
World War I, a new approach
had begun to assert itself and the
intellectual revolution brought
about in the wake of World War
II has given it a decisive shape.
At first, it was considered that
religions would stand in the
way of free intellectual develop-
ment of a child but now it has
been admitted that religious
education cannot altogether be
dispensed with. If national edu-
cation was devoid of this element,
there would be no appreciation
of moral values or moulding of
character on human lines. It must
be known to you that Russia had
to give up its ideology during the
last World War. The British
Government in England also had
to amend its education system in
1944.” With a crystal clear com-
prehension, Azad was convinced
that the West felt the need of reli-
gious education as without reli-
gious influences, people become
“over-rationalistic.” 

In India, we are surrounded by

“over religiosity.” How secularism
is being interpreted in India
leaves much to be desired, clar-
ified and comprehended to bring
people of varied religious affili-
ations to accept the equality of all
religions: “Ekam sat viprah
Bahudha Vadanti” (There is only
one truth, learned ones call it by
various names). What Azad
articulated in the meeting on
education has a global contem-
porary relevance: “Our present
difficulties, unlike those of
Europe, are not creations of
materialistic zealots but of reli-
gious fanatics. If we want to over-
come them, the solution lies not
in rejecting religious instruction
in elementary stages but in
imparting sound and healthy
religious education under our
direct supervision so that mis-
guided credulism may not affect
children in their plastic age.” 

Azad was India’s Education
Minister for about a decade. His
concern on the issue of religious
instruction indicates his serious-
ness on social cohesion, religious
amity, unity and integrity of the
country, and that all of these
depend on the right approach to
education in human values and
continued insistence on charac-
ter formation. He was convinced
that Indians would like their chil-
dren to get religious education.
If the State refused, they would
do so privately. He was con-
cerned that private sources were
already working and were
entrusting religious education to
those teachers “who though lit-
erate are not educated. To them,
religion means nothing but big-
otry.” To save the “intellectual life
of our country,” Azad emphati-
cally warned all concerned not to
entrust the imparting of early

religious education to private
sources. Further, no national
Government could shirk the
responsibility of moulding the
“growing minds of the nation on
the right lines” as it is its prima-
ry duty. 

Here, Azad offers a global edu-
cation policy guideline:
Imparting quality education and
initiatives like Right to Education
Act are fine but these remain
incomplete without a clear men-
tion that such education shall be
provided only by competent and
qualified teachers. Further, noth-
ing that distorts the sensitive
young minds in any way shall be
allowed to permeate the educa-
tional endeavour. 

Education must be free from
vested interests that believe in the
supremacy of any single religion,
which does not subscribe to the
equality of all religions and refus-
es to introduce transparency in
their schools — in approach,
content and pedagogy. 

It is well-known that schools
of certain denominations are
not preparing children for a
world of peace and tranquility, for
acceptance of diversity, for social
cohesion and religious amity.
And it is not a new phenomenon,
as would be clear from Azad’s
description given over 72 years:
“The method of education, too,
is such in which there is no scope
for a broad and liberal outlook.
It is quite plain, then, that the
children will not be able to drive
out the ideas infused into them
in their early stage, whatever
modern education may be given
to them at a later stage.” At this
stage, it is a global phenomenon
that terrorist and fundamental-
ist organisations suffer no dearth
of highly educated and technical-
ly qualified and competent young
people.

The implementation of the
NEP 2020 has begun in earnest.
The growth, progress and devel-
opment of India would depend
on the quality of its education
and the level of social cohesion
and religious unity, seeds of
which are to be sown in its
schools, classrooms and play-
grounds. The NEP 2020 must
equip every Indian to stand up
and repeat with full conviction
what Azad had declared in 1940:
“I am part of this indivisible unity
that is Indian nationality. I am
indispensable to the noble edifice
and without me this splendid
structure of India is incomplete.
I am an essential element which
has gone to build India. I can
never surrender this claim.” 

The great visionary paved the
path for every Indian to move
ahead and in the process made
a singular contribution in the
human march towards a world
of peace, non-violence and love. 

(The writer works in education
and social cohesion)
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Sir — Democratic presidential
nominee Joe Biden is inching
towards 270 electoral votes. It is
almost clear now that he does
have the popular sentiment with
him. And the chances of the
incumbent President Donald
Trump retaining his job by cry-
ing foul in the absence of evi-
dence are looking difficult at the
moment. It is true that the elec-
tion result is not an unequivocal
repudiation of Trump’s four-
year tenure as the President
“crowned” with multiple failures.
The consolidation of White
supremacist votes is writ large on
the electoral outcome. The polar-
isation of the US could not have
been starker. If the Trump era
were to end, it could mean free-
dom from the yoke of an oppres-
sively dominant and irrational
leadership.

The change of leadership, if it
happens, would be regarded as a
watershed in the US and world
history. The new administration
could redeem the country and
the world from sliding into a
worse state. It could help bolster
notions of democracy and
human equality, propel progress,
heal the rifts between communi-
ties and nations and forge inter-

national cooperation to meet
international challenges like
global poverty, inequality and cli-
mate change. Those with social-
ist leanings in the Democratic
Party could then ensure that the
impoverished people in the US
and the rest of the world are
helped by social security pay-
ments and programmes. 

G David Milton
Maruthancode
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Sir — Amid a surge in the num-
ber of Coronavirus cases and
high pollution and smog levels,
the State Government has final-
ly banned fire crackers. On
November 5, even the Delhi
High Court expressed displea-
sure over the rising number of
COVID-19 cases in the nation-
al Capital and observed that the

city could soon become the
“Corona capital of the country.”
The same day, the overall Air
Quality Index in Delhi was
recorded at 333 (very poor cat-
egory), according to the System
of Air Quality and Weather
Forecasting And Research. It is
crucial to remember that high
levels of air pollution can aggra-
vate the health condition of
Corona patients. 

Delhi and West Bengal have
now joined Sikkim, Rajasthan
and Odisha, which have also
banned firecrackers to combat
rising Coronavirus cases.
However, this should not be
limited to Diwali this year but all
festivals. This will reduce the
toxic fumes and keep the pollu-
tion level down all through the
year.

Madhu PV
Secunderabad
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Sir — India and Nepal have
always shared a unique under-
standing based on civilisational
contiguity. However, the bilater-
al relations between the two
nations are at an all-time low
after Kathmandu printed its own
map, incorporating disputed
areas of Kalapani, Lipulekh and
Limpiyadhura. With Indian
Army chief Manoj Mukund
Naravane having left for a three-
day visit to Nepal, it could help
reset bilateral ties and even
strengthen relations between the
two armies.

Krishnansh Somani
Ujjain
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Even as the results of the US presidential elec-
tion were pouring in and showing the
Democrat challenger to Donald Trump, Joe

Biden, in the lead, the US President unbelievably
made a late-night declaration of victory before he
had earned it and concocted a false narrative as
an electoral fraud victim. In doing that, Trump
denied Biden the consecrating ritual of concession.
With this act of Trump, the US’ mechanism for
handing over power has broken down. There is no
constitutional procedure for removing a President
who refuses to accept defeat gracefully.

The Founding Fathers of the US assumed and
hoped that incumbents would behave with hon-
our, though Thomas Jefferson always feared that
a new Caesar might one day overstay his welcome
— ironically with one of the Founding Fathers
Alexander Hamilton immediately in mind.

President Trump’s late-night declaration of vic-
tory before he had earned it was an act of politi-
cal sacrilege. It was also ruthlessly focussed, the
opening move of a scorched-Earth strategy long-
prepared by his inner circle should he be at risk
of losing the vote. His allegation of a giant “fraud
on the American people” was not a reckless off-
the-cuff remark in the heat of the moment. Leaked
tapes from his Election Day Operations team leave
no doubt that this gambit was pre-planned, a cal-
culated move to discredit in advance what he knew
would be a late surge of Democrat votes as postal
ballots are counted.

This “blue shift” syndrome has become a pat-
tern of US elections, and vastly more so this year
after 100 million people voted by mail or in
advance to avoid the Coronavirus bullet.  

Trump has striven for weeks to taint postal
votes and to impugn the credibility of the US elec-
toral system — breathtaking chutzpah given that
he controls the Justice Department and that
Republicans dominate the executive machinery of
the swing States.  

He urged his supporters to vote only in per-
son, aiming to create an even greater cleavage
between the party colouring of the two sets of bal-
lots that could then be exploited. This has been
his strategy ever since Joe Biden pulled ahead in
the opinion polls. 

It led to the spectacle that we have all just wit-
nessed: An early Trump lead in several States evap-
orating later. It is an invitation to conspiracy the-
ories, all assiduously amplified on social media,
with militia waiting in the wings.   

The situation is dangerous and has nothing in
common with Al Gore’s demand for a Florida
recount 20 years ago. Trump has lost the popular
vote and probably the Electoral College vote, too,
yet he is pulling out all the stops to subvert the
result before this can be confirmed. 

A machinery for legal guerrilla warfare has
been set in motion across the battleground States
and will now cause weeks of havoc. Have markets
understood the gravity of what is unfolding? The
US’ succession process relies on the virtues of
Lucius Cincinnatus. “Our Constitution does not
secure the peaceful transition of power, but
rather presupposes it,” says Amherst law profes-
sor Lawrence Douglas.

He says there are design flaws in the architec-
ture of the Twelfth Amendment and in the
Electoral Count Act of 1887 that make easy prey
for an abusive President. States are not obliged to

follow the outcome of the popular elec-
tion when they allocate their vote in the
Electoral College though they always do
in practice. If doubts can be sown about
the validity of the election — or if enough
street disorder can be rustled up — the
State Legislatures have the constitution-
al power to appoint anybody they want. 

As it happens, these bodies are
mostly controlled by the Republicans in
swing States. So what will Trump’s allies
in the Pennsylvania General Assembly
do if the Democrats win, given that he
already alleges a stolen election? At what
point do they tell their party leader that
enough is enough? 

It comes down to whether judges
often appointed by Trump are willing to
strike down votes because the ballots
arrived late — though posted in time —
or had a slightly smudged postmark, and
whether the Republican six-three major-
ity on the Supreme Court will validate
such suppression. I doubt that they will,
but upon this question may now hang
the fate of the republic. 

At the least, Washington faces weeks
of paralysis and legal fights until the “safe
harbour” deadline for the Electoral
College votes on December 8, and
before the new Congress validates the
presidential count on January 6. This
chaos will happen in the middle of an
escalating pandemic.

Nothing like it has been seen since
the four-month Interregnum in 1932, the
Winter War, when Herbert Hoover
denounced Franklin Roosevelt’s New
Deal as a “march on Moscow” and
sought to sabotage his reflation policy in
advance by tightening the Gold Standard.
Confidence in the banking system col-
lapsed during the hiatus. It was the clos-

est that the US came to a political break-
down during the Great Depression. It
was also the moment when Japan invad-
ed China, and Hitler took Berlin, and the
world suddenly changed.

What might Chinese President Xi
Jinping do to Taiwan while Trump is dis-
tracted with his army of lawyers and the
US is tearing itself apart? The autocrats
will surely relish the spectacle of a US
President behaving as they do. It is the
ultimate propaganda coup.

Whatever happens over the coming
weeks, the Blue Wave has sputtered out.
The Democrats have failed to capture the
Senate. They may even have lost seats in
the House. Their mandate for a radical
leftward turn has evaporated.  

It has long been an article of faith
among Democrats that “demographics
are destiny”, and that the party’s ethnic
and sectarian coalition must eventually
prevail by force of numbers. But this elec-
tion has been a wake-up call. There has
been revulsion against identity politics
and corrosive segmentation, and above
all against the “cancel culture” of the
Antifa statue-smashers.

The Democrats lost ground to
Latinos in Florida and South Texas,
despite the “Wall.” This may shock
some but it should be no surprise given
the business ethic of Latino immi-
grants, their Catholicism, and their
family ties to countries with Trumpian
caudillo traditions.

Markets must now confront the
Washington gridlock and diminished fis-
cal stimulus, already reflected in the
plummeting yields on 10-year Treasuries,
but not so far on Wall Street.

For a brief moment, Bidenomics had
us all in thrall. It looked as if there might

be a $7.9 trillion Keynesian blitz to “run
the economy hot.” The strategy was con-
sciously modelled on Roosevelt’s wartime
expansion from 1941 to 1945. It aimed
to leap-frog supply-side constraints and
achieve a virtuous circle of productivi-
ty growth, this time relying on the war
against carbon as the catalyst instead of
military-industrial mobilisation against
fascism.

Biden will not be able to push these
vaulting plans through Congress even if
he does make it into the White House.
The green deal is largely still-born. His
front-loaded $1.7 trillion Gosplan for 500
million solar panels, 60,000 wind tur-
bines, and the like, will be torn to pieces
by the Senate.

The equity markets had come to sali-
vate over the exorbitant sums. Goldman
Sachs, JPMorgan and Moody’s all con-
cluded that Bidenomics would tur-
bocharge economic growth. They will
now have to settle for thinner gruel. The
planned $2 trillion of pandemic aid to
cover furloughs and insolvent States is
for the birds. It is not clear what skinny
version will emerge from a lame-duck
Congress in this political climate. Don’t
expect it soon.

All told, the markets face a harsher
economic winter. The V-shaped rebound
has faded. Investors must instead navi-
gate the second dip of an enveloping ‘W’
without much help from Washington. 

Nor is it obvious that a Democratic
White House eager to regulate and a
Republican Senate less inclined to spend
will do much for the animal dynamism
of American capitalism. Bet on biparti-
san comity and a business boom if you
wish. I am fetching my tin helmet.

(Courtesy: The Telegraph)
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The Indian economy has the
capability to grow at the rate of
nine per cent with extreme

favourable policies and around seven
per cent with constraints. But growth
in some sectors in September and
contraction in others have raised
doubts over sustainability. The nar-
rative that the lockdown caused
massive damage to the economy is
partially correct as it exacerbated a
deceleration which could have been
stemmed with the right prescription.

The ratings firm ICRA has said
that the September recovery may not
be sustainable in the long run. It says
that intra-State goods movement
and Goods and Services Tax (GST)
e-way bills increased nine per cent
from a year earlier against the August
contraction of 3.5 per cent. But the

increase in auto production (11 per
cent), power generation and petrol
sales is not reflected in actual retail
growth. Also, the calculations are
against the massive 23.9 per cent
slump. ICRA does not see it sustain-
ing beyond the November festivities.

HDFC bank CEO Aditya Puri
says the problems for the economy
are not over yet. While sales of cars
and television sets hold out promise
of a return of nine per cent growth,
the rebound is patchy. The country
may end up with 9.5 per cent con-
tractions at the end of the year, as per
the Reserve Bank of India’s projec-
tions. He says if semi-urban India
grows and there are right infrastruc-
ture spends, seven per cent growth
is not difficult, though it might take
three years to achieve.

The skewed lockdown has dev-
astated the hotel, tourism and eatery
industry that had just started to break
even after a two-decade struggle.
Even the private healthcare sector has
been hit. The manufacturing sector’s
share in the economy has gradually
reduced. While the “Make in India”
initiative, that is at a nascent stage
right now, may turn the tide eventu-
ally, the competition in the region is
high with Thailand, Malaysia,

Vietnam and Bangladesh sniffing at
our heels.  

Since 2016, the country has
been through many man-made crises
that ailed the economy continuous-
ly, though there were some good
patches in between. However, if the
surging gold prices are any  indica-
tion, apprehensive investors are shy-
ing away from making investments.

This is because the country has
got its priorities wrong. The exces-
sive spending of public money in
rebuilding of highways, choking the
national Capital with roads that are
not needed or invasive and contin-
ual construction of excessive infra-
structure is an indication of this.
Extensive concrete constructions in
Bihar, Odisha, the new State Capitals
in Chhattisgarh and Andhra Pradesh,
the eroding hills in Uttarakhand,
Himachal Pradesh, the North-East
and Jammu and Kashmir are dam-
aging the fragile ecology of the
Himalayas and the rest of India. 

The recent f looding of
Hyderabad is testimony to the mas-
sive damage human greed has done.
The cost of these man-made disas-
ters is estimated but not taken into
financial accounts. Rather these
become sources of further financial

mismanagement.
The  United Nations Office for

Disaster Risk Reduction has revealed
that India is among the top five dis-
aster-hit countries, which incurred
losses amounting to $79.5 billion
between 1998 and 2017. Yes, the
country has been committing these
mistakes continuously, irrespective of
the party in power.

Wasteful expenditure has
become a national character, the lat-
est being the plan to build a new
Parliament building and redevelop

the Central Vista at a cost of over
�22,000 crore, the irrational �1.1 lakh
crore bullet train, the �6,000 crore
high-speed rail corridors or several
six-lane toll highways (many of
which are being rebuilt). The nation
has not learnt from the mistakes of
Hyderabad, Bengaluru or the col-
lapse of Amaravati and Raipur. 

One could argue that people
need houses. But a third of the new
residential constructions are unoc-
cupied in most cities. Jewar airport
or Amaravati type constructions are
promoting speculative activities and
draining the economy, causing pol-
lution and worsening living condi-
tions for citizens. 

The banking system, once the
world’s best, is collapsing due to irra-
tional projects, non-repayment of
huge debts and higher operational
costs. 

India is now one of the most
degraded countries on the planet
with no national policy on public
spending, securing of public sector
units, the banking system, farmers
and land use. 

The 2014 election had generat-
ed hope that past wrongs would be
corrected. The BJP made the right
noises before the polls and Narendra

Modi instilled hope. But somewhere
along the way, the system got derailed
and irrational policies continued.
Knee-jerk reactions like demoneti-
sation, unnecessary construction
that depleted the banks, increasing
travel costs following a hike in fuel
prices, cess and tolls (for which the
previous regimes were criticised)
have only stressed the economy fur-
ther.

The promised jobs, a crore a year,
could not be provided as the State
went into penury. The lockdown has
now made income sustainability
difficult as job losses rise despite the
unlocking of the economy. The
exploitative situation, legally denying
rights to the labourers and farmers,
reminds one of the heavy industri-
alisation of the 18th and 19th cen-
tury Europe with its concomitant
exploitation, leading to the rise of
Karl Marx and Friedrich Engels.

Course correction is imperative
to stop the country from slipping into
a deeper crisis. A national dialogue
is needed to turn the present morass
into an opportunity. Modi, skilled at
taking decisions, is capable of initi-
ating this change and ticking the
right boxes. Question is, will he?

(The writer is a senior journalist)
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London: Everyone living or
working in the UK’s Liverpool
is being offered COVID-19
rapid tests from Friday,
whether they have symptoms
or not, as a pilot ahead of an
expected countrywide rollout.

The UK government has
said the initiative will last for
approximately two weeks and
Liverpool Mayor Joe Anderson
said it would help save lives,
stop hospitals being over-
whelmed and help the city
ease out of lockdown.

The city has among
England’s highest rates of coro-
navirus, with latest figures
showing that Liverpool record-
ed 318 cases per 100,000 in the
week up to November 2 and
across England, the rate was
236 per 100,000. People will be
offered a mix of existing swab
tests and new lateral flow tests,
which could provide a result in
20 minutes without the need to
use a lab.  PTI

New York: Presidential elec-
tions can be revealing moments
that convey the wishes of the
American people to the next
wave of elected officials. 

So far, the big reveal in the
contest between President
Donald Trump and former Vice
President Joe Biden is the extent
of the cavernous divide between
Republican and Democratic
America, one that defines the
nation, no matter which candi-
date ultimately wins.

Voters from both parties
turned out in droves to pick the
next president, but as they did
so, they found little agreement
about what that president
should do. Democrats and
Republicans prioritised differ-
ent issues, lived in different
communities and even voted
on different kinds of ballots.

Whoever emerges as the
winner, that division ensures
that the next president will face
significant gridlock in
Congress, scepticism about the
integrity of the vote and an agi-

tated electorate increasingly
divided by race, education and
geography. Even the vote count
itself threatens to further split
Americans.

Two days after polls closed,
neither Trump nor Biden has
earned the 270 electoral votes
needed to win the presidency.
The Republican incumbent is
encouraging his supporters to
protest outside counting loca-
tions still sorting through mail
ballots — the method of voting
preferred by many Democrats
— while pursuing an aggressive

legal strategy that could lead to
further delays.

“Except for the Civil War,
I don’t think we’ve lived
through any time as perilous as
this in terms of the divisions,”
said historian Barbara Perry,
the director of presidential
studies at the University of
Virginia’s Miller Centre.

Even after the 2000 election,
when the Supreme Court ulti-
mately intervened on
Republican George W. Bush’s
behalf, Democrat Al Gore
quickly conceded and congres-
sional leaders found areas of
agreement on Capitol Hill. AP

Paris: As a French-born
Muslim, Elyazid Benferhat’s
stomach turned when he heard
about a deadly Islamic extrem-
ist attack on a church in Nice.
Then he decided to act.

A self-described man of
peace and pragmatism,
Benferhat and a friend gathered
a group of young Muslim men
to stand guard outside their
town’s cathedral for the All
Saints’ holiday weekend, to
symbolically protect it and show
solidarity with Catholic church-
goers.

Parishioners at the 13th-
century church in the southern
town of Lodeve were deeply
touched. 

The parish priest said their
gesture gave him hope in a time
of turmoil.

Benferhat, speaking with a

distinctive southern French
accent, identified himself as
“more French than anything.”
While his mother was born in
Algeria, he was born in France
and grew up speaking only
French. 

“But I am also Muslim ...
And we have seen Islamophobia
in this country, and terrorism,”
he told The Associated Press.

“In recent years, I’ve had a
pit in my stomach,” because
every time Islamic extremist
violence strikes France, he said,
French Muslims face new stig-
matisation, even though “we
had nothing to do with it.” 

He called the beheading of
a teacher near Paris last month
— targeted because he showed
his class caricatures of the
Prophet Muhammad for a
debate on free expression — an

act of “unbelievable, unprece-
dented cruelty.” 

Then when three people
were killed last Thursday in the
Notre Dame Basilica in Nice,
Benferhat said he was so sick-
ened that he wanted to do
something “so that everyone
wakes up.” 

Benferhat, who works for
French oil company Total and
coaches at a local football club,
talked to a Muslim friend who
was in Nice that day, “and we
had this idea. 

We needed to do something
beyond paying homage to the
victims. We said, we will protect
churches ourselves.” 

They recruited volunteers
among their friends and at his
football club, and guarded the
church that night and again for
Sunday Mass.  AP

Berlin: German police have
raided the homes and business-
es of four people linked to the
Islamic State sympathiser who
carried out a deadly attack in
Vienna this week.

Federal police said Friday
that officers, including members
of the anti-terrorism unit GSG9,
searched premises in
Osnabrueck, Kassel and
Pinneberg county.

Police said while the men
aren’t currently suspected of
involvement in Monday’s shoot-
ing, in which four people and the
gunman were killed, there is evi-

dence that they had links to the
attacker. Authorities in Austria
have identified the attacker as
20-year-old Kujtim Fejzulai, a
dual national of Austria and
North Macedonia who had a
previous conviction for trying to
join IS in Syria and had been
given early release in December.

An investigation has been
launched into why Austria did-
n’t put Fejzulai under observa-
tion despite being tipped off by
Slovakian authorities that he had
tried to purchase assault rifle
ammunition at a shop in
Bratislava in July. AP

Beijing: Hong Kong leader
Carrie Lam received credit from
a top Chinese official on Friday
for restoring order and reviving
the economy in the semi-
autonomous territory.

Vice Premier Han Zheng,
meeting Lam on the last day of
her four-day visit to Beijing, said
that her government had “over-
come all kinds of difficulties and
dealt with the challenges”.

Hong Kong was wracked by

protests last year demanding
fully democratic elections and
opposing China’s expanding
influence in city affairs. Lam,
who was picked as leader by a
committee dominated by pro-
Beijing members, was accused
of being too close to the central
government.

China responded by enact-
ing a national security law for
Hong Kong earlier this year that
has curtailed the protests, which

were already dwindling because
of COVID-19 restrictions on
public gatherings.

Han, one of seven mem-
bers of the ruling Communist
Party’s top leadership body,
praised Lam’s government for
its handling of the pandemic,
easing the economic burden
on the population, imple-
menting the national security
law and protecting the stabil-
ity of Hong Kong. AP

Bangkok: Myanmar’s citizens go
to the polls Sunday in an effort
to sustain the fledgling democ-
racy they helped install just five
years ago.

There are about 37 million
registered voters, though turnout
is expected to suffer because of
a recent surge in coronavirus
cases. In 2015, excitement was
high over the opportunity to end

more than five decades of army-
directed rule. The National
League of Democracy party of
Nobel Peace Prize laureate Aung
San Suu Kyi roared to a landslide
election victory, and she became
her country’s leader after many
hard years at the forefront of a
non-violent struggle against mil-
itary dictatorships that won
international admiration. AP

Stepanakert (Nagorno-
Karabakh): At least three civil-
ians were killed in the latest
shelling of Nagorno-Karabakh
cities Friday as Azerbaijan
pushed its offensive to reclaim
control over the separatist ter-
ritory for a sixth straight week,
territorial authorities said.

Azerbaijani rockets and
artillery shells hit residential
areas in Nagorno-Karabakh’s
regional capital, Stepanakert,
and the city of Shushi in the
hills just south, according to
Nagorno-Karabakh authori-
ties. They said at least three
people died, including a

woman and her two grand-
children in Stepanakert.

Azerbaijan’s Defense
Ministry denied targeting civil-
ian areas, as it has on previous
days of fighting, and accused
Armenia of targeting the city of
Terter and nearby villages in
Azerbaijan.

Nagorno-Karabakh lies
within Azerbaijan but has been
under the control of ethnic
Armenian forces backed by
Armenia since a war there
ended in 1994. The latest out-
break of fighting started on
September 27 and has left hun-
dreds — if not thousands —

dead, marking the worst esca-
lation of the decades-old con-
flict between the two ex-Soviet
nations in over a quarter-cen-
tury. According to Nagorno-
Karabakh officials, 1,177 of
their troops and 50 civilians
have been killed. Azerbaijani
authorities haven’t disclosed
their military losses, but say the
fighting has killed at least 92
civilians and wounded over
400. But Russian President
Vladimir Putin said on
October 22 that the actual
death toll was nearing 5,000,
according to the information
Moscow had at the time. AP

Beijing: China on Friday
sharply criticised the US for
delisting Xinjiang’s separatist
militant outfit East Turkistan
Islamic Movement from its list
of terrorist organisations, say-
ing it reflected Washington’s
“double standards” on fighting
global terrorism.

In a major policy shift on
November 5, US Secretary of
State Mike Pompeo lifted the
ban on East Turkistan Islamic
Movement (ETIM), which was
designated as a terrorist organ-
isation by the UN’s 1267
counter-terrorism committee
in 2002 for its alleged associa-
tion with al-Qaida, Osama bin
Laden and the Taliban.

China accuses ETIM,
which is entrenched in Uighur
Muslim-majority province of
Xinjiang province, of being
responsible for numerous vio-
lent attacks in the province and
outside, including one at the
Forbidden City in Beijing,
killing several people.

The US in recent months
has stepped up its criticism of
China’s treatment of about 12
million minority Uighur

Muslims in Xinjiang.
Since last year, China has

been under severe interna-
tional criticism including from
the UN and western countries
over allegations that it is hold-
ing over a million people,
mostly ethnic Uyghurs, in
internment camps in Xinjiang,
in a bid to wean them away
from religious extremism.

The resource-rich Xinjiang
province is home to Turkik
speaking Uighur Muslims. The
province is restive for several
years over settlements of Han
Chinese.

China defends the camps,
describing the facilities as re-
education centres aimed at de-
radicalising sections of the
Uyghur Muslim population
from extremism and sepa-
ratism.

Asked for his reaction on
the US move to delist ETIM,
which calls itself a separatist
outfit, Chinese Foreign
Ministry spokesman Wang
Wenbin told a media briefing
here on Friday that “China
deplores and rejects US deci-
sion”. PTI 
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New York: Prominent Indian-
American Democratic
Congresspersons have hailed
presidential candidate Joe
Biden and his running mate
Kamala Harris for being on
the cusp of electoral success
and becoming the new leaders
of America, but noted that
Democrats need to invest in
understanding the core sup-
porters of President Donald
Trump as well as the issues he
raises with them.

On Friday, Biden took
crucial leads over Republican
incumbent Trump in the key
battleground states of Georgia
and Pennsylvania, bringing
him closer than ever to a his-
toric electoral success.

“How amazing it is that we

are going to be electing a new
president. We will be electing
Joe Biden as President, we will
be electing Kamala Harris as
Vice President. How incredi-
ble!” Congresswoman Pramila
Jayapal said during a virtual
post-election political analysis
hosted by leading non-profit
Indian diaspora organisation
‘Indiaspora’. She said it is “amaz-
ing and joyful” that in Harris
the US will be electing the first
woman of colour to a major
presidential party ticket. 

“First Black woman, first
South-Asian American
woman. That’s really phe-
nomenal and we’re not always
so good at celebrating our vic-
tories, but this is an important
one,” Jayapal said. PTI 
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Nairobi: Ethiopia’s prime min-
ister is defending military oper-
ations against the country’s
well-armed Tigray region,
asserting that months of
patiently trying to resolve dif-
ferences have “failed” because
of the regional leadership’s
“criminal hubris and intransi-
gence.” 

Prime Minister Abiy
Ahmed in a brief statement on
Twitter midday Friday assert-
ed that the military operations
“have clear, limited and achiev-
able objectives — to restore the
rule of law and the constitu-
tional order.” 

Communications were cut
off in the Tigray region around
the time that Abiy early
Wednesday announced the
military’s move in response to
an alleged deadly attack by

Tigray forces on a military
base.

Both sides issued strong
statements Thursday. Ethiopia’s
army said it was deploying
troops from around the coun-
try to Tigray, and the Tigray
leader alleged that fighter jets
had bombed parts of the
regional capital. “We are ready
to be martyrs,” he said.
Casualties have been reported
on both sides.

It remains challenging to
verify either side’s version of
events.

Some in the international
community are urgently calling
for dialogue as one of Africa’s
most powerful and populous
countries nears civil war, warn-
ing that it would be cata-
strophic and destabilizing for
the Horn of Africa. AP
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Wellington: New Zealand won’t
be legalising marijuana after the
final votes counted Friday in a
referendum failed to overturn
the result from election night —
although it got close.

The referendum to legalise
the drug ended up with 48 per
cent support and 51 per cent
against, a tightening from the
election night split of 46 per cent
in favour and 53 per cent
against. The special votes count-
ed after the October 17 election
included those cast overseas and
accounted for about 17 per
cent of the total vote.

The special votes also slight-
ly increased the majority of lib-
eral Prime Minister Jacinda
Ardern and her Labour Party,
which ended up with just over
50 per cent of the total vote, and
65 of Parliament’s 120 seats. AP
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The information technology
(IT) industry may not get

back to the old style of work-
ing from office and around 75
per cent of the workforce may
continue to work from outside
office going ahead, Ministry of
Electronics and Information
Technology (Meity) Secretary
Ajay Prakash Sawhney said on
Friday.

He said the IT industry
showed resilience during the
lockdown, with up to 97 per
cent of its workforce working
from home or anywhere they
found suitable to serve not just
domestic but global clients
also.

"We are very excited at
what happened at that point of
time (during lockdown). Now
it is a fact, I can’t imagine going
back to the old way of working
and I am told by the industry
as well, going back to the old
ways of working is almost out
of question.

"It is quite possible that 75
per cent of the workforce will
continue to work outside a for-
mal office and yet be equally or
more productive," Sawhney
said at a Microsoft event.

The government on
Thursday announced simpli-
fied guidelines for BPOs and
ITES companies to reduce the
compliance burden on them
and to facilitate "Work From
Home" and "Work From
Anywhere" framework.

The new rules for Other
Service Providers (OSPs) seek
to create a friendly regime for
"Work from Home" and "Work
from Anywhere",  while
removing frequent reporting
obligations for such compa-
nies.

The move assumes signif-
icance as the industry had
been asking for relaxations for
"Work From Home" to contin-
ue on a permanent basis as the
sector moves towards a blend-
ed working model in the post-
COVID-19 era.

Sawhney said the services
being provided with the help of
data centres helped everyone to
work from outside office with-
out any disruption.

"Before lockdown, at least
half of my work was on phys-
ical files. It took us less than 48
hours to switch over seamless-
ly into a system where 100 per
cent of our work was digital.
We started working from

home, making use of video
conferencing solutions,"
Sawhney said.

Talking about the need for
cyber security due to expansion
of technology, Sawhney said
the government is providing
market support for local devel-
opment of products and appli-
cations in the segment.

Minister of State for
Electronics and IT Sanjay
Dhotre said ‘Digital India’ is a
transformational mission of
the government.

"Modern technologies
have unprecedentedly expand-
ed the horizons of our public
services in all sectors of our
economy. Today digital plat-
forms, remote working, online
education and other such
intervention are no more an
option but necessity after
COVID-19," Dhotre said.

After developing various
technology platforms, Meity is
developing an artificial intelli-
gence based natural language
translation mission in collabo-
ration with academic and
research institutions, industry
and start-ups, which will pave
the way for voice-enabled inter-
net in Indian languages, he
added.

Kolkata:The CGST depart-
ment needs to  Take a cautious
approach because of the
amount of fraud happening in
claiming input tax credit (ITC)
by business entities, an official
of the GST administration said
on Friday.Deputy commis-
sioner, north, CGST Naveen
Rana said in a CII organised
webinar that there are many
reasons for blocking ITC by the
department."Blocking of ITC is
done after substantial verifica-
tion. The amount of fraud
happening in GST is crucial for
the department to take a cau-
tious approach", Rana said.

He said that in many cases
it is found that suppliers of
inputs are found to be non-
existent."Upon physical verifi-
cation by the GST department,
if suppliers are found to be
non-existent, then ITC will be
blocked. Then the option left
with the department is to ini-
tiate action against those claim-
ing ITC", he said.Rana said the
other main reason for the
department to block ITC is that
suppliers are often found not
filing the returns on time, not
paying taxes to the govern-
ment.
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On the fifth day of com-
mercial coal mine auc-

tion on Friday, Aurobindo
Reality and Infrastructure Ltd
won a block in Jharkhand,
while EMIL Mines and Mineral
Resources emerged as a winner
for a mine in Odisha.

EMIL Mines and Mineral
Resources made the final bid
offer of 16.75 per cent revenue
sharing for Radhikapur (East)
block in Odisha, for which
Adani Enterprises Ltd, Jindal
Steel and Power Ltd (JSPL)
and National Aluminium Co
Ltd (Nalco) were also in the
race.

With regard to the Urma

Paharitola coal block in
Jharkhand, Aurobindo 

Reality and Infrastructure
made the highest final offer of
26.50 per cent revenue sharing,
the coal ministry said in a state-
ment.

Companies like Adani
Power Resources Ltd and
Welspun Steel Ltd were also
vying for the block.

The block, which has geo-
logical reserves of 579.30 mil-
lion tonnes, will generate an
annual revenue of Rs 1,415.85
crore, the ministry said.

This is the second block
won by Aurobindo Reality and
Infrastructure in this auction.

On the first day of auction,
the company had won the

Takli-Jena-Bellora 
(North and South) block in

Maharashtra.
"Two coal mines (one in

Odisha and one in Jharkhand)
were put up for auction on Day
5 of commercial coal mine auc-
tion," the ministry statement
said.

The total geological
reserves of the mines put up for
auction are 755.63 million
tonnes with a cumulative peak
rate capacity of 15 million
tonnes per annum.

The e-auction witnessed
strong competition among the
bidders with both the mines
attracting good premiums over
the floor price, the ministry
said.
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Rising for the fifth straight
session, equity benchmark

Sensex rallied 553 points and
closed at a nearly 10-month
high on Friday, tracking gains
in index-heavyweights Reliance
Industries and HDFC twins
amid largely positive global
market sentiment.

The 30-share BSE index
ended 552.90 points or 1.34 per
cent higher at 41,893.06, while
the broader NSE Nifty surged
143.25 points or 1.18 per cent
to 12,263.55.

On January 14, Sensex had
closed at a record peak of
41,952.63.

Reliance Industries was
the top gainer in the Sensex
pack, surging 3.78 per cent, fol-
lowed by Bajaj Finserv,

IndusInd Bank, HDFC twins
and Kotak Bank.

On the other hand, Maruti,
Bharti Airtel, Asian Paints,
UltraTech Cement and Nestle
India were among the lag-
gards. According to Hemant
Kanawala, Head – Equity,
Kotak Mahindra Life
Insurance, Indian markets ral-
lied in sync with its global
peers, putting to the back-
burner the uncertainties in the
US Presidential election. They
delivered a broad-based per-
formance, with both Nifty and
Nifty midcap indices returning
1.5 per cent over the last week.

Sectorally, BSE energy,
bankex, finance, realty and
consumer durables indices ral-
lied up to 3.16 per cent, while
telecom, healthcare and FMCG
fell up to 0.92 per cent.

Broader midcap and
smallcap indices rose up to 0.54
per cent.During the week,
Sensex soared 2,278.99 points
or 5.75 per cent, while Nifty
advanced 621.15 points or 5.33
per cent.
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The Government on Friday
said about 4.39 crore bogus

ration cards have been weeded
out since 2013 for rightful tar-
geting of beneficiaries under
the National Food Security
Act (NFSA).   

New ration cards are reg-
ularly issued to genuine and
rightfully eligible beneficiaries
or households against the delet-
ed ration cards, it said in a
statement. In a statement, the
Union food ministry said that
amid the technology-driven
reforms to modernise the PDS,
a total of about 4.39 crore inel-

igible or bogus ration cards
have been weeded out in the
country during the period from
2013 to 2020 so far by the state
governments.

To bring transparency and
improve efficiency in PDS, the
government has digitised ben-
eficiaries database and made it
mandatory the seeding of
Aadhaar number that has
helped detect ineligible and
bogus rations cards. It has also
helped to weed out de-dupli-
cation of digitised data and
migration or deaths of benefi-
ciaries during the run-up to the
implementation of NFSA, it
added.
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The MSME Ministry on
Friday cautioned the gen-

eral public and potential entre-
preneurs against falling prey to
cheating in the name of its flag-
ship scheme Prime Minister’s
Employment Generation
Programme (PMEGP).

The ministry’s alert comes
in the backdrop of some
instances being reported where-
by potential entrepreneurs/ben-
eficiaries were approached by
private persons or agencies
offering loans under PMEGP
scheme and handing over loan
sanction letters and cheating the
entrepreneurs by charging
money from them. "Ministry
has warned the unscrupulous
elements against cheating gen-
eral public in its name and it has
been informed that the
Ministry has already taken up
the matter with the police
authorities for proper investi-
gation and action," it said in a
statement.

The PMEGP is a central
sector credit linked subsidy
scheme being implemented by

the Ministry of MSME since
2008-09 to assist first genera-
tion entrepreneurs for setting
up micro enterprises across the
country. Under the PMEGP
Scheme, the entire process of
application and fund flow, right
from receipt of application to
sanction and release of loan by
banks to the applicants, has
been made online through
only one government portal
run by the Khadi and Village
Industries Commission.

The whole process is total-
ly free of cost. No private
party/agency/ middlemen/
franchise, etc. Is engaged or
authorized for promoting and
sanctioning PMEGP projects
or providing any financial assis-
tance under PMEGP scheme,
the statement said.

"Instances of potential
entrepreneurs/beneficiaries
being approached by private
persons or agencies offering
loans under PMEGP Scheme
and handing over loan sanction
letters and cheating the entre-
preneurs by charging money
from them is totally illegal and
absolutely fake," it said.
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Finance Minister Nirmala
Sitharaman on Friday said

increased digitisation will help
in making better assessment of
the country’s economic growth
and nudged tax practitioners to
suggest their clients to shift
towards digital modes of pay-
ments.

She said the government,
irrespective of the party in
power, tries to widen the tax
net and at the same time, lower
the tax burden in its pursuit of
revenue collection, and tax
practitioners can play a critical
role in this by ensuring timely
compliance by taxpayers.

"(As) we move towards
digital transaction... We expect
that the temptation for dealing
with cash be brought down.

"Unless it is so small that
you cannot go in for digital, it
is always encouraging to know
there will be digital ways of
doing things so that every
(transaction) somewhere is
into the realm of getting
noticed," Sitharaman said at the
‘National tax Conference 2020’
organised by the All India

Federation of Tax Practitioners.
She said said India’s gross

domestic product (GDP) will
remain "underestimated" if
commercial transactions do
not come under monitorable
radar. "If each of these trans-
actions are brought into some
kind of monitorable network,
your GDP calculation can be
closer to the actual strength of
Indian economy," Sitharaman
added.  She also said tax prac-
titioners today are the most
important component, because
they educate the tax assessee,
counsel them, tell them about
the best ways of handling their
tax liabilities, and help them
plan it in such a way that what
is due comes from an honest
taxpayer in time. "What you
(tax practitioners) can tell them
(assessee) is by more and more
digitisation, you help the coun-
try have a better assessment of
what its gross domestic pro-
duce is."

The minister said that in
a growing economy like India,
the government tries to widen
the tax net and, at the same
time, look at ways to bring
down the burden of taxes.
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Small businesses will need to
be extra careful while taking

supplies from big vendors from
November as they would not be
able to claim input tax credit on
such supplies if the supplier has
issued a non-compliant e-
invoice.

The Govt has made e-
invoice generation mandatory
for all businesses with a
turnover of over `500 crore
from Oct 1 with some relax-
ation available till the end of the
month.
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The Indian rupee strength-
ened for the second 
straight day and settled 28

paise higher at 74.08 against
the US dollar on Friday sup-
ported by gains in domestic
equities and expectation of
Joe Biden’s victory in the US
presidential election.

Weakness in American
currency against its key rivals
and significant foreign fund
inflows also boosted investor
sentiment, traders said.

At the interbank forex
market, the domestic unit
opened at 73.99 against the
US dollar and touched an
intra-day high of 73.87 and a
low of 74.28.
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New Delhi: Hindustan
Unilever Ltd’s Vim has
launched #VimWhatAPlayer
campaign with an aim to
“unstereotype” dishwashing.
Seeped from the Covid-led
impetus of male participation
in household chores, the brand
has taken an opportunity to
break the age-old stereotype
around dishwashing with this
campaign. “Being an industry
leader, we are committed to
contribute to positive cultural
change,” said HLL Executive
Director and VP Prabha
Narasimhan. 
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Good things take time, just like they
should. And getting something too eas-
ily or too soon might take away the enor-

mity of the outcome. Actor Arjun
Mathur’s success story can’t prove it
more. Even though his initial releas-
es didn’t create much of an impact,
the actor believes that his career
trajectory has been in the “right
place at the right time” as the web
has proved to be his major break-
through. It worked out for him in
a way mainstream Bollywood
cinema couldn’t.

And it’s quite evident how the
OTT space has levelled the play-
ing field beautifully for him after
Made in Heaven. We can say this
with more conviction now that
the British-born Indian actor
has received a nomination in the
‘Best Performance by an Actor’
category at the International
Emmy Awards 2020 for his por-
trayal of a gay man in the Amazon
Prime Original series.

Well, actors like him seek
authentic stories and powerful con-

tent to engage the audience. He
believes that his several independent
acting projects — in films, OTT, the-
atre and voiceovers — would have
otherwise “thrived in the digital
space” too. If we take a moment to

reflect on how the online space has
been a game changer in the past

few months, we’ll also
realise that it kept us

going in a situation
when theatres were
shut. Certainly, it’s

the right time for
artistes like him
to seek their
moment in the

sun. Excerpts:

�From your Instagram posts and other
interviews, it is evident that it took you

some time to sink in that feeling of
being nominated for the Emmys.

How do you feel?
I have been in this profession

for long with my own share of
ups and downs. But no matter

for how long you struggle to
be seen, getting this kind of
validation at the end is a
completely amazing and an

unexpected feeling.
Emmy is something we

dream and fantasise
about but don’t actu-

ally expect that this
can happen to us.
But I guess mira-
cles do happen!
Now one month
after the
announcement, I

have some time to let
that feeling of being nomi-

nated ‘sink in.’ I feel great, proud and gratified. 

�What was your instant reaction and who was
your first go-to-person?

You’d imagine that as soon I heard this I
would have gone ecstatic and crazy but that did-
n’t actually happen. As soon I heard the news,
I refused to believe it. I thought it was a joke or
some sort of misprint or mistake somewhere. I
was more like ‘Who’s joking with me?’ ‘Who’s
playing a prank?’ It took me a few minutes to
realise that this has actually happened when I
got a call from Amazon and Excel. It then start-

ed settling down slowly and gradually.
As far as who I first contacted is concerned,

I was already sitting with my partner. The first
people I messaged was my family group saying
that this news is coming in but I am not believ-
ing it yet, I’ll keep you posted. The first two peo-
ple I called was Zoya (Akhtar) and Nitya
(Mehra) because they were simply the two peo-
ple who were responsible for believing in me,
holding my hands throughout the process and
having me onboard.

�Do you think this international recognition
will help you spread your wings as an actor and
open more doors for you? 

I hope so. I can’t really predict it now. At the
end of the day that’s what we all are trying to do,
working our way towards bigger and better
opportunities. And one can never be content
with this feeling because even if you get the best
work, you’ll still strive for more. I have always
believed in spreading my wings and have tried
to showcase it all over the world and not just in
narrow pockets. I hope this enables me for more
and more. 

�After your performance in the series, Made
in Heaven, people certainly have higher expec-
tations from you. Do you feel the pressure of
putting your best foot forward? 

I have given my best every time I was a part
of something. I worked as hard for every small
independent project and tried to be authentic
too. I have always been someone who has kept
high standards for himself. So my own expec-
tations have gotten higher because there is a def-
inite quality that I want to maintain in my work.
I am not the one who works as per people’s
expectations. Infact, when people expect some-
thing from me, I want to do the opposite because
it is important to follow your own instinct and
heart — eventually that is what connects with
people also. If I start working as per people’s
expectations, there wouldn’t be anything authen-
tic. Rather, I will only become an image, which
is something I want to resist. I don’t want to live
an actor’s image or up to the audience’s expec-
tations. So I just want to keep surprising peo-
ple and pushing my own boundaries and stan-
dards.

�What are the factors that you consider
while choosing a script?

It’s really an instinctive reaction. The first
thing I do is to really listen to my gut, due to
which I instantly know that it is the right deci-

sion. Of course, my heart knows it but my mind
remains trapped thinking more about it.

I connect the most with the character and
the script. The character is, of course, paramount.
That’s the first thing I look at even though there
are many other variables, too. We can find a good
script often but it might lack production support
or the audience’s attention or a wider reach. It
takes so many variables for a project to really
click and become the kind of magic that Made
in Heaven did. So now there are a lot of things
to look into. For instance, the people making it,
the technical requirements, the cast, where is it
going to be seen, its reach, promotion and much
more.

�Before starting your cinema journey, you
worked as an assistant director for hits like
Bunty Aur Babli and Rang De Basanti. How
would you describe that space? Did that
experience add on in understanding the
nuances of acting and this industry? 

Oh yes, definitely! Before assisting in those
films, I got trained in acting. So, post that, I real-
ly wanted to assist only to get some kind of expe-
rience and observe the actors, shooting, work-
ing on a set, etc. I didn’t go to a college but assist-
ing filled that gap. Those days were the most
valuable days of my career because being
around actors like Amitabh Bachchan and
Aamir Khan, there’s a lot to pick up just from
the way they approach a role or a scene or a pro-
ject. I saw how amazing their work ethics and
professionalism were, are. 

Second, I like to think that I am a fairly effi-
cient actor on the sets. I get there, do my work
as fast as I can and finish it. The habit probably
comes from my days as an AD (assistant direc-
tor) because then, I had seen things from the
other side too. I know how much an actor’s non-
cooperation or punctuality can trouble a produc-
tion. Hence, I try to be as much of a support as
I can and not be a person they just have to put
up with.

�You have worked in feature films as well as
OTT platforms. How do you think they differ
from each other from an actor’s perspective?

There are a couple of aspects. One is the
absolutely creative aspect — what is the basic dif-
ference? In a series, you really get to delve deep
into the characterisation. The advantages are not
enough for the actors as much as they are for the
creators and writers as they are the ones who get
to explore the different ways of storytelling and
delve deeper into the characters. As actors, it’s

amazing that we get to sink our teeth into that
material. But I don’t have any preferences in par-
ticular between films or OTT. I don’t even think
about it as much when I am taking up a project.
It’s one of the last things I consider because an
actor’s job is to act, no matter what you’re act-
ing for — a film, a daily soap, an OTT series, a
play, voice acting or a street performance. We
just want to work and make it reach as far and
wide as possible. The higher the number of medi-
um, the better it is.

�You did two short films where you played a
gay and it became the talking point for a short
while back in 2014. Then came your third such
role in Made in Heaven. Do you think playing
a certain kind of role repetitively typecasts an
actor?

If I would have thought so, I wouldn’t have
done it. Honestly speaking, typecasting should
never be an actor’s problem. It’s the lack of imag-
ination and vision on the part of other people
who are not able to see an actor as anything
except what they have already seen him as. I per-
sonally have never taken typecasting or slotting
seriously because at the end of it, it’s up to you.
You can get typecast only if you let yourself. At
the end, the choice is all yours. To accept or reject
a role is completely your call.

As far as playing gay three times is con-
cerned, the first time I did it was because it was
my first film and I had the opportunity to act
opposite Irrfan Khan in a Mira Nair film. I just
had to do it. The second time I did it... which
had an intimate scene with a man. At the time,
it was quite scary for me but I wanted to chal-
lenge myself and break that barrier as an actor.
And the third time was when Made In Heaven
came up. I was a bit apprehensive about doing
it for the third time, yes, but as soon as I read
the script and saw what the show was about,
there was no way I could have passed it on. I feel
glad for all three opportunities. I think I’ll do it
again if I find something which really engages
me the way my recent series did. I have no vision
in my mind anymore about gay and straight part
because that’s where we need to be as an audi-
ence, as creators or as actors. We just have to nor-
malise it to an extent that gay actors could come
out and represent themselves.

�Could you give us a glimpse into your role
in Made in Heaven 2?

I am waiting for an official announcement.
Honestly, I haven’t even read the script. I am wait-
ing as much as you to know something.

Filmmaker Shoojit Sircar says
Amitabh Bachchan is one of

the most fascinating actors to
work with.

The two have worked togeth-
er on films such as Piku, Shoebite
and most recently Gulabo Sitabo,
which also stars actor
Ayushmann Khurrana.

“Since I have worked with
both of them earlier, somewhere
down the line, there is trust,

bonding and comfort between us
and that has matured slowly. Of
course, it is a creative process,
and we keep challenging each
other all the time.”

The filmmaker added, “We
challenge Bachchan and he chal-
lenges us. That is very important
for that good, healthy working
relationship. The vision of the
film needed the chemistry
between these two people to be

crackling. It took a little time.
If you work with him for the
first time, it does take a little
time to get past that aura. And
in the beginning, that hesita-
tion was there with
Ayushmann but later it
became fine. Bachchan also
made him comfortable. In
fact, he’s (Big B) never intim-
idating, he’s very easy. He
may look like he isn’t easy but
on set he’s absolutely a direc-
tor’s actor, and also one of the
most fascinating co-actors to
work with,” the filmmaker
added.

The film Gulabo Sitabo
released this year. Talking
about the film, the director

said, “It’s a satire on very sim-
ple people who are struggling
with their lives every day.
There are these two characters
— Banke (played by
Ayushmann) and Mirza
(played by Bachchan) — and
also many other characters. In
this film, I have explored a
world which is an absolutely
new and challenging world for
me. I’ve not ventured into
these characters and this space
before. I wanted to present
Lucknow with a new visual
feel, which the audiences have
appreciated.”

(The film will air on Sony
MAX this month.)
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Actor Boman Irani recent-
ly pumped in some hope

in these gloomy times by
singing his own version of a
classic song. Although music
is not his day job, he says he
loves it. The actor was recent-
ly was joined by a choir of
schoolgirls when he sang Over
The Rainbow, originally ren-
dered by Judy Garland for the
1939 Hollywood classic The
Wizard of Oz. “Over The
Rainbow is a song that I have
been singing ever since I was
a kid. I am so glad that peo-
ple have loved it,” Boman
said.

This isn’t the first time
that his fans got to listen to his
sonorous voice. Years ago, he
sang his version of Give Me
Some Sunshine from the
blockbuster film 3 Idiots, in
which he memorably played
the strict college principal
Viru Sahastrabuddhe.

“I also made Frank
Sinatra’s My Way my own. I
must have sung that about a
thousand times. That became
my signature song,” said
Boman. But he doesn’t fre-
quently get into singing. “I feel
music is not my day job. It’s
my hobby. It’s something that
I love to do, and if something
special like this (Over The
Rainbow) hits me like a bullet
right between the eyes. These
beautiful singers from
Bombay International school
were so kind to grace the song
along with me. I felt that why
let this opportunity pass,” he
said.

“It’s the pandemic that
made me do this. If it wasn’t
for the pandemic, believe me
it was very time consuming to
put it all together. Normally,
we would have gone to a stu-
dio and recorded it, but every-
body sang on the phones. We
had to put it all together and
mix it all together. It is a song
of hope. Hope is the call of the
day,” he added.

The lockdown also made
him use another skill. He gave
a chance to budding screen-
writers to learn the nuances of
screenwriting from him.
“When I started working on
my script, I found a guru in
New York. His ne is Alex
Dinelaris. He is Oscar-win-
ning writer of Birdman. I
learnt a lot from him. I go
three times a year to New York
and sit with him. He has
come to India. I have been
learning nuances of screen-
writing. Now during pandem-
ic, I realised that I could put
that knowledge to good use, so

I started a group called Spiral
Bound. It was started with
four youngsters, and now we
are almost 200. We have done
many sessions. We discuss
technique and structure, char-
acter, plot, analysis, it’s the
most amazing thing that I
have been a part of. I am glad
to have initiated this,” added
Boman, who became a house-
hold name after starring in the
2003 f i lm Munna Bhai
M.B.B.S.

The project is like “a little
contribution back to the film
industry that has given me so
much.” He is now looking
forward to start working on
his own film as a filmmaker.

“I have found a story as a

filmmaker and I have been
developing the story over a
period of time. It’s a story
about relationship between a
father and son. Hopefully,
first thing next year we will be
under production,” said the
actor.

As an actor, he can’t wait
to catch his films 83 and
Jayeshbhai Jordaar in theatres.
“I like watching films in the-
atres. There is nothing like a
big giant screen and watching
it with fellow viewers who love
cinema. Jayeshbhai Jordaar
and 83 and will hopefully
release soon, and I would
love to see them and I think
every cinema lover would
want to see those big films on

big screens,” he said.
The pandemic had forced

theatres to temporarily stop
operations. Many filmmakers
instead chose to take the digi-
tal route to release their films.

“There are certain films
that work pretty well on the
OTT, and that’s great. It gives a
lot of opportunity to people to
produce films and watch them
on OTT. But these films (83 and
Jayeshbhai Jordaar) are big films
and have to be seen on big
screens, I just can’t wait. This is
something that I have been
doing since I was a kid, watch-
ing films on the big screen and
I want to see these films on the
big screen,” stressed Boman.

C)��*

�What was it like to create
the third version with pre-
vious characters?

I would say that it was
definitely a strange venture.
My directorial career has
been basically made on orig-
inal content-based films, so
in each film, I try to kind of
invent a new tone and a new
life — a world that these
characters are living in. So it
was really different for me to
kind of bring characters from
two different films together
which I had invented earlier
and then create a third ver-
sion.

�What are your thoughts
about the battle between
the good and the evil?

I think my favourite
thing about Glass is its idea
of the good and the evil. It
asks a range of questions —
Are there only bad people?
Are there good people or
such a change is always on a
continuum? Are there a mix-
ture of people?

It is constantly vacillating
between those two extremes.
Well, I feel that way about the
film. I think it’s hopefully one
of its great, great assets. It has
a sense of redefining what a
villain is and what a hero is
and differentiate between an
antagonist and a protagonist
in a different way altogether.
The way that it can make you
feel that we could be either of
those things as a person is
one of the biggest things.

�Tell us about the margin-
alised characters in the film.

Glass is really all about
marginalised characters. It is
about them in search of a
place in this world, which
they feel is important. It is

also about the fact that they
realise how equally important
they are even though the
world has told them or
always made them feel other-
wise.

�How did you make fiction-
al characters have real emo-
tions?

I think things that are
most effective in the fiction-
al world is when we imbue
them with nonfictional emo-
tions, which resonate. I think
it’s a powerful factor about a
film and impacts the most
when the audience is able to
feel that verisimilitude in
their emotions as well.

�Tell us about your method
of finding the cinematic
vision?

My cinematic vision is
not better or worse than oth-
ers. It’s kind of solidified
into really being able to visu-
alise exactly how fast the

camera needs to move or
when is it moving it? When
are we booming up and when
are we not! Why are you
holding there to have a phi-
losophy behind all of those
things and know it inside and
out before you shoot the
scene.

�Tell us about your rela-
tionship with Samuel L
Jackson and Bruce Willis?

Sam and I had been in
touch. It’s like we see each
other at times but not on reg-
ular basis. However, Bruce
and I have actually stayed in
touch over the years. Our
families have stayed close. He
has been like a big brother to
me since I was a little kid.
He’s the one who took all the
big risks in my life and pro-
tected me. So there’s always a
special place for him. It was
really special to work with
him again. I feel you might
see that in the film as well...
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(The film premieres on
November 8 at 12 pm and 9 pm
on Star Movies.)
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“Jasprit (Bumrah), it’s a
privilege to watch. The best
T20 bowler in the world going
about his work,” Bond said in
a video posted by MI on its
Twitter handle.

Bumrah returned with fig-
ures of 4/14 from his four overs
while Boult had 2/9 from his
two overs as MI beat DC by 57
runs.

Bond also praised Boult
for the impact he has made for
MI in the IPL.

“I loved working with
Trent (Boult) since 2012.
We have seen him at his very
best and I was really excited
to have him at our team
because what a devastating
bowler he can be and he has
done that throughout
the tournament for
us.

“It makes
life so much
easier. When
you are pick-
ing up wick-
ets early and
he has been
the No 1 guy
in the tour-
nament,” the

former New Zealand pacer
added.

Talking about his team’s
strengths, Bond said MI have
an ‘intimidating’ batting
department.

“We’re an intimidating bat-
ting line-up, it’s just relentless.
Delhi fought really hard in the
middle of the innings and got
back themselves well into the
game. If they had little bit of
more luck, we would have
been under pressure at the

back,” he said. 
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Dubai: Mumbai Indians pace
spearhead Jasprit Bumrah says
he is reaping the reward for not
worrying about results and just
focusing on executing the role
assigned to him by the team.

“I am okay with not getting
wickets and win-

ning the tourna-
ment, I have
been given a
role so I just
want to exe-
cute that role,”

Bumrah, who

regained the purple cap with a
tally of 27 wickets, said.

“I am always ready when
the captain wants me to bowl.
I don’t focus on the end result.
When I have done that it’s
always gone downhill.”

Bumrah had delivered a
perfect yorker to get rid of in-
form Shikhar Dhawan (0) for
his first wicket. “Opening york-
er was really important. I decid-
ed I will do that early in the
game and when it comes off it’s
always nice,” he said.

Bumrah and New Zealand’s
Trent Boult (2/9) had dished out
a ‘Test match opening spell’ to
blow out Delhi for 143 for 8.

“I have a great camaraderie
with Boult. We discuss fields,
situations, so there’s a lot to
learn from him.

“Batsmen have been taking
all the awards, so it’s good to get
it as a bowler (laughs). Ah no,
I don’t worry about awards. As
long as the team is winning I am
happy.” PTI
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Defending champions Supernovas will have to get past
an upbeat Trailblazers here on Saturday to stay alive

in the Women’s T20 Challenge.
Brimming with confidence after a crushing win over

Velocity on Thursday, the Smriti Mandhana-led Trailblazers
will aim for another win to finish with two victories and
enter the final on November 9 with momentum behind
them.

They will be up against Supernovas, a team smarting
from defeat in the tournament opener against Velocity.
Another loss would knock Supernovas out of the tourna-
ment.

Trailblazers came up with a stellar bowling perfor-
mance to bundle out Velocity for 47 with England’s left-
arm spinner Sophie Ecclestone, the world No 1 T20 bowler,
returning impressive figures of 4 for 9 in 3.1 overs.
Mandhana will be hoping that the bowlers continue the
good work against a strong Supernovas line-up led by
Harmanpreet Kaur.

The southpaw will be aiming to showcase her skills
and expect her batting unit to step up in a crunch encounter.

Supernovas need a win and that will bring the net run-
rate into play and possibly eliminate Velocity who have a
negative NRR (-1.869).

Velocity, on their part, will hope Supernovas lose allow-
ing them to advance to the summit clash.

Kaur, the Indian T20 captain, will look to build on her
performance in the tournament opener and hope Sri
Lankan Chamari Atapattu continues her good form.

Supernovas appeared to have the match under con-
trol before Sushma Verma and Sune Luus took it away from
them as the bowlers crumbled under pressure.

On the Sharjah pitch that has gotten slower progres-
sively, the spinners will have a big role to play. Ecclestone
will again be a key bowler for Trailblazers with fellow left-
arm spinner Rajeshwari Gayakwad and
veteran Jhulan Goswami expected to back
her up. Both Supernovas and Trailblazers
possess quality spinners and how the bat-
ters of the two sides fare could well decide
the fate of the match.

TEAMS
Supernovas: Harmanpreet Kaur (c),
Jemimah Rodrigues (vc), Chamari
Atapattu, Priya Punia, Anuja
Patil, Radha Yadav, Taniya
Bhatia (wk), Shashikala
Siriwardene, Poonam
Yadav, Shakera Selman,
Arundhati Reddy, Pooja
Vastrakar, Ayushi Soni,
Ayabonga Khaka, Muskan Malik.
Trailblazers: Smriti Mandhana (c),
Deepti Sharma (vc), Punam Raut,
Richa Ghosh, D Hemalatha, Nuzhat
Parween (wk), Rajeshwari Gayakwad,
Harleen Deol, Jhulan Goswami,
Simaran Dil Bahadur, Salma Khatun,
Sophie Ecclestone, Natthakan
Chantham, Deandra Dottin and
Kashvee Gautam.
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Mumbai Indians bowling coach
Shane Bond has described his

side’s pace spearhead Jasprit Bumrah
as the best T20 bowler in the world,
saying it was always a privilege to
watch him play in the Indian
Premier League.

Bumrah and his pace partner
Trent Boult blew away the Delhi
Capitals batting line-up in the IPL
Qualifier 1 on Thursday to help MI
reach the final.
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Jason Holder’s all-round show
and Kane Williamson’s solid

unbeaten fifty helped Sunrisers
Hyderabad beat Royal Challengers
Bangalore by six wickets in the IPL
Eliminator here on Friday.

Holder first led SRH’s brilliant
bowling effort with figures of 3 for
25 to restrict batting-heavy RCB to
a modest 131 for seven before he
and Williamson steered SRH past
the target with two balls to spare.

Williamson (50 not out off 44)
played a composed knock and
together with Holder (24 nout off
20) shared 65 runs for the unbro-
ken fifth wicket to take SRH home
after early hiccups.

SRH play Delhi Capitals in
the Qualifier 2 on Sunday for a
place in the final while the RCB
were knocked out of the tourna-
ment.

SRH didn’t have the best of
starts losing Sreevats Goswami
early. Skipper David Warner (17)
didn’t last long, edging one to AB
de Villiers behind the stumps off
Mohammed Siraj.

Manish Pandey (24) and
Priyam Garg (7) too failed to rise
to the occasion as they departed in
quick succession.

But then, Williamson and
Holder joined hands and played
sensibly. They initially kept SRH
in the hunt before accelerating
towards the end to take their side
home.

Needing nine runs off the last
over off Navdeep Saini, Holder
struck two boundaries to seal the
win.

Earlier, Holder led SRH’s
bowling attack with impressive fig-

ures of three for 25 and was ably
supported by T Natarajan (2/33)
as RCB found the going difficult
from the beginning.

AB de Villiers’ (56 off 43)
scored a timely half-century to

somewhat rescue RCB from a
horrible start and take the team
past the 120-run mark.

RCB witnessed a horrendous
start to their innings as they lost
two wickets for 15 runs inside four
overs after being sent into bat.

Skipper Virat Kohli (6) , who
opened the innings along side
Devdutt Padikkal (1), was the
first to depart, nicking one on the
leg side to injured Wriddhiman
Saha’s replacement Sreevats
Goswami off Holder.

An over later, Holder picked
up his second victim when
Padikkal pulled one to Priyam
Garg inside the circle as RCB
slumped to 15 for two.

Aaron Finch (32 off 30), who
replaced Josh Philippe, and de
Villiers then tried to stabilise the
innings with a 41-run third wick-
et stand.

But twin blows in the 11th
over put paid to RCB’s effort.

First, Finch departed, caught
by Abdul Samad off Shahbaz
Nadeem (1/30) and then a ball
later, Moeen Ali was caught short
off the crease by a direct hit from
Rashid Khan.

Shivam Dube (8) didn’t help
his side’a cause, so was Washington
Sundar (5).

In between, De Villiers
brought up his 50 off 39 balls with
a boundary off Holder, but he was
soon sent packing by a gem of an
yorker from Natarajan as RCB lost
their last hope. 
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