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Amid chant of “Modi hai to
mumkin hai ,” Prime

Minister Narendra Modi on
Wednesday hailed the BJP’s vic-
tory in Bihar Assembly polls as
the country’s endorsement of
the agenda of all-round devel-
opment and hit out at the fam-
ily-run parties.

Addressing party workers
at a felicitation function after
the BJP’s victory in Bihar elec-
tions and various bypolls, he
asserted that the only mantra
for his party’s victory was
“sabka saath, sabka vikas and
sabka vishwas”.

Home Minister Amit Shah,
BJP chief JP Nadda and Union
Minister Nitin Gadkari were
also present on the occasion.

In addition to thanking
thousands of “committed’
workers of the party, the PM
repeatedly thanked and praised
party president JP Nadda for
the Bihar victory and gave
him a standing ovation, exhort-
ing the gathering to join him in
chanting, “Nadda ji tum aage
badho, hum tumhare sath hai.”

The PM hit out at family-
run parties saying they are the
biggest threat to the democra-
cy and rued that even a nation-
al party had fallen prey to it.

Modi said the poll results
in Bihar and other by-elections
across the country have made
it clear that people will now
support only those who work
honestly for development.
“People have decided that
development alone will be basis
of national politics in 21st cen-
tury,” he said.

“In 2019 Lok Sabha elec-
tions, the BJP returned to gov-
ern with greater numbers than
what is got in 2014. In Bihar
too, the BJP was the only party
which saw a growth in seats
while contesting a fourth con-
secutive term with our part-
ners. In Gujarat too, the BJP has
been in power since the ‘90s,
yet even in the latest by-elec-
tions too, we won comprehen-
sively... It shows that people are
seeing who is working for
them,” he added.

The Prime Minister said
the BJP is the only party which
truly has a national connect
with the people of India. “From
just two MPs and two rooms,
the BJP today is there in every
corner of India,” he said.

“I don’t just want to thank
the people for supporting us,
but for participating in the
democratic process. For com-

ing out and doing their bit. The
elections that happen in India
are unparalleled in the entire
world,” he added.

Turning his attention to
West Bengal, he raised the
issue of allegedpolitical mur-
ders targeting saffron party
members. 

“People in some parts of
the country think that they will
realise their goals by murder-
ing BJP workers. I will appeal
to them to see reason... I need
not warn them as people will
do this. Polls come and go, win
and loss happen but this killing
game cannot work in a democ-
racy. This ‘maut ka khel’ can-
not get you votes. They should
see the writing on the wall,”
Modi said, without naming
any party. 

Lauding the people of the
country for reposing their faith
in the BJP, the Prime Minister
also thanked and praised the
Election Commission, securi-
ty forces and administration for
peaceful and successful con-
duct of elections.

These poll results have

broadened the outcome of Lok
Sabha elections, the Prime
Minister said referring to BJP’s
success in polls and bypolls
across the country.

“BJP is the only national
party in which poor, dalits,
deprived see their representa-
tion; only BJP understands
need of every section, region.
The poll results have endorsed
the way we have tackled Covid-
19 pandemic,” he said.

Modi also said that women
across the country are the
“silent voters” which support
the BJP across all rural and
urban regions.

Amid a festival-like atmos-
phere with the crowd chanting
Modi hai to mumkin hai (Modi
can make it possible), BJP
president JP Nadda earlier said
at the event that people of Bihar
have put their stamp of
approval on Modi’s work to
deal with Covid-19 and help
poor during pandemic.

He also said Bihar has cho-
sen “vikas raaj” over “goonda
raaj”, ‘DBT raaj” over “loot
raaj” and LED over lantern.
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In a see-saw battle, the
National Democratic

Alliance (NDA) managed to
win 125 seats — three more
than it needed to breach the
majority mark of 122 in the
243-member Bihar Assembly,
but in nearly two dozen con-
stituencies the victory margin
was wafer thin.

Of them, the margin of vic-
tory in seven seats was less than
500 votes and four seats have
victory margin less than 1,000.
The JD(U) has won the Hilsa
Assembly seat just by 12 votes.
In Barbigha, JD(U) candidate
Sudarshan Kumar defeated
Congress’ Gajanan Shahi by
just 113 votes.

JD(U)’s Krishnamurari
Sharan, alias Prem Mukhiya,
has polled 61,848 votes, while
his nearest Atri Muni, alias
Shakti Singh Yadav, of the RJD
has got 61,836 votes in Hilsa.
As per the poll panel data,
JD(U)’s Krishnamurari Sharan
has got 232 postal votes and the
RJD’s Shakti Singh Yadav 233.

Ramgarh, Matihani,
Barbigha, Bhorey, Bachwara
and Dehri Assembly seats
where victory came after a
really close fight and victory
margin was less than 500 votes.
In Barbigha, JD(U) candidate
Sudarshan Kumar defeated
Congress’ Gajanan Shahi by
just 113 votes. In Ramgarh, vic-
tory margin was a mere 189
votes. In Matihani, Raj Kumar
Singh of LJP defeated Narendra
Kumar Singh of JD(U) by just
a 333 votes. Bhore victory mar-
gin was a mere 462. The RJD’s
Fatehbahadur trumped the
BJP’s Satya Narayan in Dehri by
a mere 464 votes.

Besides, Bakhri, Chakai,
Kurhani and Parbatta seats
where the margin of victory
was less than 1,000. CPI can-
didate Suryakant Paswan has
defeated BJP’s Ramashankar
Paswan by a margin of 777
votes. Chakai seat won by
independent candidate Sumit
Kumar Singh by a margin of
581 votes by defeating RJD’s
Savitri Devi. 

Continued on Page 2

New Delhi: After remaining in
the “severe” zone for six days on
the trot, Delhi’s air quality
improved slightly on
Wednesday as a change in the
wind direction reduced the
contribution of stubble burning
to the pollution, though it was
still in the “very poor” catego-
ry. The city recorded an air
quality index (AQI) of 344. 

The 24-hour average AQI
was 476 on Tuesday. An AQI
between 201 and 300 is con-
sidered “poor”, 301-400 “very
poor” and 401-500 “severe”,
while the AQI above 500 falls
in the severe plus category.

Delhi had witnessed six
consecutive “severe” air quali-
ty days till Tuesday. It had

recorded seven such days in
November last year.

The neighbouring cities of
Faridabad (327), Ghaziabad
(360), Noida (309), Greater
Noida (340), and Gurgaon
(288), which fall in the National
Capital Region (NCR), also
recorded their AQI in “poor”
and “very poor” categories on
Wednesday.

The Central Pollution
Control Board (CPCB) ordered
the closure of hot mix plants
and stone crushers in Delhi-
NCR till November 17 in view
of a likely increase in pollution
levels during the coming days,
when a number of festivals will
be celebrated.

Continued on Page 2
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The Government has
brought online mediums,

including films and news por-
tals, under the Ministry of
Information and Broadcasting.
The I&B Ministry will also reg-
ulate online audio-visual pro-
grammes and current affairs
content, according to the
amendment order signed by
President Ram Nath Kovind on
Monday. As per this order dig-
ital content providers such as
Netflix, Amazon Prime Video,
and Hotstar will now be regu-
lated by the I&B Ministry. 

While the Press Council of
India (PCI) looks after the
print media, the television
news channels come under
News Broadcasters Association
(NBA). The Advertising
Standards Council of India is
for regulating the content of the
advertisements and Central
Board of Film Certification
(CBFC) monitors films, but
there is at present no law or
autonomous body Governing
digital content or Over-the-top
(OTT) platforms and the
Government was facing ques-
tions from courts on many
petitions. 

The Supreme Court

recently sought the Centre’s
response on a Public Interest
Litigation (PIL) for regulating
OTT platforms such as Netflix
and Amazon Prime Video by
an autonomous body. The PIL
stated that digital content on
these platforms is made avail-
able to the public at large with-
out any filter or screening and
the Government has sought
time to reply in this case. 

A Bench comprising Chief
Justice SA Bobde and Justices
AS Bopanna and V
Ramasubramanian had issued
notices to the Central
Government, Ministry of
Information and Broadcasting
(I&B) and Internet and Mobile
Association of India (IAMAI).
None of the OTT/streaming
platforms, including Netflix,
Amazon Prime, Zee5, and
Hotstar, have signed the self-

regulation provided by the I&B
Ministry since February 2020,
the petition challenging the
contents of the OTT platforms
said. 

Anticipating Government’s
intervention, in January 2019,
eight video streaming services
introduced a self-regulatory
code that laid down a set of
guiding principles for content
on these platforms.
Government did not support
this in court. Now after the new
order, the I&B Ministry got the
regulatory power. 

The notification issued by
the Cabinet Secretariat has
amended the Government of
India (Allocation of Business)
Rules, 1961 by inserting two
new entries — 22A and 22B —
to the Second Schedule of the
Rules. 

Continued on Page 2
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The Delhi Disaster
Management Authority

(DDMA) has instructed offi-
cials to ensure that Chhath Puja
this year is not performed at
public places, river banks and
temples in Delhi, citing the
recent rise in Covid-19 cases in
the national Capital.

An order issued by Chief
Secretary and DDMA execu-
tive committee chairman Vijay
Dev on Tuesday issued direc-
tions to all DMs and DCPs for
strict compliance and to
encourage people to celebrate
Chhath at their homes during
the pandemic.

It also directed the DMs
and DCPs to hold meetings
with religious and community
leaders as well as Chhath Puja
Samitis before the festival to get
their cooperation to maintain
law and order and harmony,
and to sensitise the public on
the compliance of guidelines
and instructions to combat
Covid-19.

The situation of Covid-19
in Delhi was reviewed and it
had been observed that there is
a persistent rise in Covid-19
cases in NCT of Delhi in the

recent period, the order stated.
“Considering this, it has

been decided that Chhath
Pooja celebrations in the month
of November 2020 may not be
allowed in public places and
people may be advised to cel-
ebrate the festival at their home
only,” it said.

Delhi BJP leader and for-
mer minister in the city
Government Kapil Mishra
questioned the order and
claimed it was issued as the
AAP Government failed to
make adequate preparations
for Chatth Puja.

“This order banning
Chhath Puja in Delhi will not
be obeyed Arvind Kejriwal ji.
Delhi Government, which was
the first to open liquor shops in
the country, cannot issue an
order to stop Chhath Puja. 

“The AP government
banned Chhath Puja as it could
not prepare for it. Chhath Puja
will be performed,” Mishra
said in a Hindi tweet.

The Chhath Puja is cele-
brated in Delhi in a big way by
the natives of Bihar and eastern
UP. The two-day festival falling
on November 20-21, involves
worship of the Sun God at a
water body like a river, pond. 
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Russia’s Sputnik V vaccine
has shown 92 per cent effi-

cacy in preventing Covid-19,
according to interim trial
results announced by the coun-
try’s health ministry on
Wednesday.

The announcement fol-
lows results unveiled earlier this
week by vaccine developers
Pfizer and BioNTech, who said
their vaccine was more than 90
per cent effective at preventing
Covid-19.

The calculation is based on
the 20 confirmed Covid-19
cases split between vaccinated
individuals and those who
received the placebo, said
Russian Direct Investment
Fund (RDIF).

The efficacy of the vaccine,
developed by the Gamalaya
Centre, was demonstrated on
the basis of a first interim
analysis obtained 21 days after
the first injection.

There were no unexpected
adverse events during the tri-
als. Monitoring of the partici-
pants is ongoing, the ministry
said.

The interim research data
of Sputnik V has not been pub-
lished or peer-reviewed yet.

Continued on Page 2
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There has been little cele-
bration in the Janata

Dal(U) camp in Bihar and
Chief Minister Nitish Kumar
has not even reacted to the poll
result even as “Big Brother” BJP
has kept reaffirming he will
continue to be Chief Minister.

Nitish’s silence is baffling.
It was expected that having sur-
vived a bitterly fought elections
where the pollsters had written
him off, Kumar’s party will
have reason to celebrate
Dipawali in advance. But dur-
ing the last 48 hours, the Chief
Minister has confined himself
to his 1, Anne Marg residence
and not even done the formal-
ity of thanking the voters.

Sources said Nitish has
called a meeting of all his can-
didates — both winners and
losers — at 3.30 pm on
Thursday at his residence. The
CM will take feedback from
them about the reasons for the
party’s dismal show and then
may speak out on the poll
result.

A JD(U) leader explained
Nitish’s silence saying all these
years he dictated the terms to

the BJP, but now that the saf-
fron party is doing a favour by
offering him the chair of the
Chief Minister, Nitish has rea-
sons to be cautious. After all,
the BJP will now seek a pro-

portionate share in the Cabinet
and would like to have greater
say in the Government. “This
is not a welcome situation for
someone like Nitish Kumar,”
the JD(U) leader said, adding,
“What’s there to celebrate for
us.”

The JD(U) rank and file is
also very disappointed with the
BJP top leadership for allowing
Chirag Paswan to remain with-
in the NDA at the national level
when he went out to sabotage
Nitish’s prospects in the polls
and threatened to send him to

jail in corruption cases.
Those who know Nitish

Kumar understand that he is
unlikely to forgive Chirag and
would mount pressure on the
BJP to throw him out of the
NDA.

With a wafer thin majori-
ty of three seats on his side and
his party reduced to 43 seats —
30 seats less than the B JP —
Nitish does not seem to be in
any hurry to reveal his mind
even though several top BJP
leaders have met him during
the last two days.

On Wednesday, both BJP
State chief Sanjay Jaiswal and
Deputy Chief Minister Sushil
Kumar Modi asserted that
Nitish will continue to head the
NDA Government in Bihar
and the gap between the num-
ber of seats of BJP and JD(U)
will have no impact on the rul-
ing alliance dynamics in the
State.

“Certainly, 100%,” Jaiswal
told PTI when asked whether
Kumar will remain the Chief
Minister.

“We are allies and equals.
We have to run Bihar collec-
tively,” he said.

“Winning the fourth term

is always a great task for any-
body. We have won that. This
proves everything was fine. It
is very rare that you win a
fourth term in continuity. We
have done this and it settles
everything,” Jaiswal said.

Echoing similar views,
Bihar Deputy Chief Minister
Sushil Kumar Modi said,
“Nitishji will remain Chief
Minister as it was our com-
mitment. There is no confusion
on this.”

“Not all parties win an
equal number of seats. Who
won how many seats is irrele-
vant, people voted for the
NDA. BJP played a role in
JD(U)’s victory and JD(U)
played a role in BJP’s victory.
JD(U), BJP, VIP and HAM
worked together, then we reg-
istered this victory,” Sushil
Modi was quoted as saying by
ANI.

If Nitish continues as Chief
Minister, he would be sworn in
for the seventh time into the
position. However, the rela-
tionship between the BJP and
JD(U) is expected to be differ-
ent, as the BJP will be the senior
partner in the alliance.

Continued on Page 2
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The six-month-long tension
at the Line of Actual

Control (LAC) may ease with
India and China likely to agree
to withdraw their tanks and
heavy guns and thin out troops
in a phased manner from the
stand-off sites.

These agreements may
come about in the ninth round
of Corps Commander-level
talks in the next few days,
sources said here on
Wednesday. If everything 
goes well, the gradual disen-
gagement may commence
from mid next month, they
added.

Army Chief General MM
Naravane had hinted on
Tuesday that “We are hopeful
we will be able to reach an
agreement which is mutually
acceptable and mutually ben-
eficial.”

His observations came
days after the Corps
Commanders of India and

China held the eighth round of
parleys at Chushul, Ladakh on
November 6. 

Naravane said the senior
military commanders of India
and China are “ironing out the
modalities” of how to proceed
ahead. 

“We had the 8th round of
talks on November 6 between
the highest military comman-
ders on both sides. They are
ironing out the modalities of
how to proceed ahead within
the overarching guidelines
which had been communica-
tion post the interactions and
the meetings between the
respective Ministers (defence
and foreign),” the Army chief
had said.

In this backdrop, sources
said India and China may
agree to a three-step process on
disengagement of troops and
withdrawal of weaponry from
all major friction points in a
time-bound manner. 

Continued on Page 2
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In a spurt in Covid-19 infec-
tions and fatalities,

Maharashtra on Wednesday
logged 4,907 fresh infections
and 125 deaths in various parts
of the state.

A day after the infections
dipped to 3791 and deaths
dropped to 110, there was
some upward  movement in
theGO  Covid-19 graph in the
state where the infections
dropped by 1216 and deaths
went down by 15.

With fresh 4907 infections,

the total number of infected
cases jumped from 17,26,926 to
17,31,833. Similarly, with 125
fresh deaths, the total number
of deaths in the state rose from
45,435 to 45,560.

As 9,1,64 more people were
discharged from various hos-
pitals the number of people dis-
charged from the hospitals
after full recovery since the sec-
ond week of March this year
went up to 15,97,255. The
recovery rate in the state rose
from  91.96 per cent to 92.23
per cent.

Of the 125 deaths report-

ed on Wednesday, Mumbai
accounted for a maximum of
22 deaths, followed by 17

deaths in Thane, 16 in Pune, 9
in Satara, 8 in Solapur, 7 each
in Aurangabad, Nanded and
Nagpur, 6 in Ahmednagar, 5 in
Nashik, 4 in Osmanabad, 2
each in Beed, Buldhana and
Chandrapur and one death
each in Palghar, Raigad, Dhule,
Jalgaon, Sangli, Jalna, Washim,
Wardha, Bhandara and
Gondia. In addition, one per-
son from outside Maharashtra
died in the state.. 

With 22 deaths,  the Covid-
19 climbed from 10,484 to
10,506, while the infected cases
shot up by 1,069 fresh patients

to trigger a jump in the total
number of infections from
265,679 to 266,748.  

Meanwhile, the number of
“active cases” in the state came
down one lakh mark as the
total cases dropped from
92,461 to 88,070. The fatality
rate in the state stood at 2.63
per cent.

Currently, 9,41,118 peo-
ple are in home quarantine
while 6,551 people are in insti-
tutional quarantine.

Pune district, which con-
tinued to be the worst-affected
city-district in Maharashtra,

saw the total number of cases
increase from 3,39,450 to
3,40,023, while the total num-
ber of deaths in Pune increased
from 7086 to 7102.

Thane district remained
in the third spot --after Pune
and Mumbai – after the total
number of infections rose from
2,28,538 to 2,29,097, while the
pandemic toll climbed from
5319 to 5336.

Meanwhile, out of
96,00,328 samples sent to lab-
oratories, 17,31, 833 have test-
ed positive (18.04 per cent) for
COVID-19 until Wednesday. 
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Uttar Pradesh Chief
Minister Yogi Adityanath

has directed the public sector
undertaking (PSU) banks to
organise loan melas in all dis-
tricts and disburse admissible
loans to eligible persons under
the different schemes of the
Government. 

The Chief Minister also
asked the banks to set district-
wise and branch-wise targets
for disbursing loan to the ben-
eficiaries under different
schemes.

Yogi Adityanath said under
the Stand-up India scheme,
each branch of the PSU bank
should provide loans to at least
one woman from Scheduled
Castes/Scheduled Tribes and
two women entrepreneurs. He
said this would benefit 36,000
women entrepreneurs.

A government spokesman
said here on Wednesday that
since May 14 this year, the PSU
banks had provided credit of Rs
18,330 crore to 6.24 lakh micro,
small and medium units in the
state.  He said under the
Atmanirbhar package, the
banks had provided loans of Rs
10,847 crore to 4.37 lakh
MSME units already in opera-
tion. He added that so far
banks had provided financial
assistance of Rs 29,000 crore to
MSME units in the state.

The spokesman said the
Central government had com-
municated to the UP govern-
ment that all the MSME units
were eligible for loan under the
emergency credit line guaran-
tee scheme (ECLGS) provided
they fulfilled the required min-
imum conditions. 

He said as per the Centre’s
guidelines 0f ECLGS and
Pradhan Mantri MUDRA
Yojana, all persons were eligi-
ble for obtaining loan, working
capital for setting up MSME
unit and employment creation.

Meanwhile, UP Chief
Secretary RK Tiwari on
Wednesday reviewed the
progress of the Mission Rojgar
being implemented by the state
Labour department.  

The chief secretary direct-
ed all the departments to draw
employment plans and the dis-
trict magistrates to also draw
plan for their respective dis-
tricts.  

He asked the Training and
Employment department to
secure and update the data on
employment and also develop
a portal and an app to upload
all relevant information about
employment on them.

Tiwari said each depart-
ment would nominate a nodal
officer in each body like direc-
torate, corporation and com-
mission under their adminis-
trative control.  

The nodal officer will
upload departmental schemes
on employment on the portal
of Mission Rojgar.

Additional Chief Secretary
(MSME) Navneet Sehgal
informed the chief secretary
that by the end of the current
fiscal 2020-21, as many as 50
lakh persons were targeted to
be provided employment
through self-employment, skill
development and other
schemes of the government. 

He said the data of employ-
ment provided by other depart-
ments of the government was
being compiled

����������������
 !"#��������!"���
$�!"�%�$!���"������

From Page 1
However, they said these

were proposals and no agree-
ment has been inked so far.

The broad contours of the
proposal include removal of
armoured personnel carriers
within one day of inking an
agreement, withdrawal of
troops from specific areas on
the north and south banks of
the Pangong Lake in eastern
Ladakh and carrying out veri-
fication of the disengagement
process by both the sides, they
said.

The specific proposals for
the disengagement and restora-
tion of the status quo ante as
existed in April were finalised
during the eighth round of
high-level military talks, they
said.

As a first step, both sides
will remove their tanks,
artillery guns, armoured vehi-
cles and large equipment from
the friction points along the
LAC to their rear bases within
three days from inking the
agreement.

The second step entails
the Chinese army will go back
to Finger 8 areas from their
current position of Finger 4 on
the north bank of Pangong lake
while the Indian troops would
position themselves close to the
Dhan Singh Thapa post,
sources said. The mountain
spurs in the area are referred to
as Fingers.  It was broadly
agreed to withdraw around 30
per cent of the troops every day
for three days, they said.

In the third step, it was
agreed to complete the disen-
gagement process in areas
along the southern bank of
Pangong lake like Rezang La,
Mukhpari and Magar hill.

The Indian troops occu-
pied a number of strategic
heights in the Mukhpari,
Rezang La and Magar hill areas
around the southern bank of
the Pangong lake, after the
PLA soldiers attempted to
intimidate them in the area on
the intervening night of August
29 and 30.

In the final phase of the
disengagement process, both
sides will carry out a detailed
verification process following
which normal patrolling is
expected to resume.

More than one lakh troops
from both the sides are now
deployed on the 1,700 km long
LAC in Eastern Ladakh.  In
fact, both the armies are also
digging in for a long winter
deployment as the multiple
round of talks at the military
and diplomatic levels have
failed so far.

Also, China cannot be
trusted as it happened in June
when after agreeing to pull
back from the stand-off sites
they did not honour the com-
mitment.  It led to a bloody
brawl in the Galwan valley on
June 15 leaving 20 Indian army
personnel including the com-
manding officer dead.

After the last round of
military talks, both sides
described the negotiations as
candid, in-depth and con-
structive. They said it was
agreed to earnestly implement
the important consensus
reached by the leaders of the
two countries and ensure that
the frontline troops exercise
restraint and avoid misunder-
standing and miscalculation.

At the seventh round of
talks too, both sides had agreed
to maintain dialogue and
communication through mili-
tary and diplomatic channels to

arrive at a mutually acceptable
solution for disengagement “as
early as possible”.

Following the sixth round
of military talks, the two sides
announced a slew of decisions
including not to send more
troops to the frontline, refrain
from unilaterally changing the

situation on the ground and
avoid taking any actions that
may further complicate mat-
ters.

The sixth round of talks
took place days after External
Affairs Minister S  Jaishankar
and his Chinese counterpart
Wang Yi reached a five-point

agreement to resolve the row at
a meeting in Moscow on
September 10 on the sidelines
of a Shanghai Cooperation
Organisation (SCO) conclave.

The pact included mea-
sures like quick disengagement
of troops, avoiding action that
could escalate tensions, adher-
ence to all agreements and
protocols on border manage-
ment and steps to restore peace
along the LAC.

From Page 1
Currently, 40,000 volun-

teers are taking part in Phase
III of Sputnik V clinical trials,
out of which over 20,000 have
been vaccinated with the first
dose of the vaccine and more
than 16,000 with both the
first and second doses of the
vaccine.

“The publication of the
interim results of the post-reg-
istration clinical trials that
convincingly demonstrate
Sputnik V vaccine’s efficacy
gives way to mass vaccination
in Russia against COVID-19
in the coming weeks,”
Alexander Gintsburg, director
of the Gamaleya Center said in
a statement.

“Thanks to the production
scale up at new manufacturing
sites, Sputnik V vaccine will
soon be available for a wider
population. 

This will break the current
trend and lead to an eventual
decrease in COVID-19 infec-
tion rates, first in Russia, then
globally,” Gintsburg said.

Eleanor Riley, Professor of
Immunology and Infectious
Disease, University of
Edinburgh in the UK said
while the results are encour-
aging, 

“I worry that these data
have been rushed out on the
back of the Pfizer/BioNtech
announcement earlier in the
week.”

“The Sputnik data are
based on only 20 cases of
COVID-19 in the trial partic-
ipants, compared to more than

90 cases in the earlier trial.
This is not a competition,” he
said.

“We need all trials to be
a carried out to the highest
possible standards and it is
particularly important that
the pre-set criteria for
unblinding the trial data are
adhered to avoid cherry pick-
ing the data,” Riley said,
adding anything less than this
risks a public loss of trust in all
vaccines, which would be a
disaster.

Currently, Sputnik V
Phase III clinical trials are
approved and are undergoing
in Belarus, UAE, Venezuela
and other countries, as well as
Phase II-III in India. The
Sputnik V vaccine is based on
a human adenoviral vector
platform that had proven safe
and effective with no long-
term side effects in more than
250 clinical trials globally con-
ducted during the past two
decades, the ministry said.

The Russian vaccine uses
two different human adenovi-
ral vectors that enable to pro-
vide strong and long-term
immune response after the
second injection. 

PTI 
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It also asked the govern-

ments of Punjab and Haryana
to take immediate stringent
actions to curb stubble burning
and authorities in Delhi-NCR
to strictly check biomass burn-
ing.

The levels of PM2.5 –
which is about three percent
the diameter of a human hair
and can lead to premature
deaths from heart and lung dis-
eases – was 177 microgram per
cubic meter (μg/m3) at 5 pm,
below the emergency threshold
of 300 μg/m3.

The safe limit is 60 μg/m3.
On Tuesday, PM2.5 levels

had soared to 528 μg/m3 in the
afternoon.

PM10 level stood at 343
μg/m3 at 5 pm. It had peaked
at 685 μg/m3 on Tuesday,
according to CPCB data.
PM10 levels below 100 μg/m3
are considered safe in India and
500 μg/m3 is the emergency
threshold.

According to the Graded
Response Action Plan (GRAP),
the air quality is considered in
the “severe plus” or “emer-
gency” category if PM2.5 and
PM10 levels persist above 300
μg/m3 and 500 μg/m3 for more
than 48 hours.

GRAP recommends mea-
sures such as a ban on con-
struction activities, entry of
trucks and car rationing
scheme in such a scenario.

The Commission for Air
Quality Management in the
National Capital Region and
Adjoining Areas on Tuesday
tasked the CPCB with opera-
tionalising and monitoring

GRAP measures till a mecha-
nism is set up by the newly-
constituted panel.

The Ministry of Earth
Sciences’ air quality monitor,
SAFAR, said the change in
transport level wind direction
has led to a significant decrease
in stubble burning-related
intrusion in spite of high fire
counts.

The farm fire count in
Punjab, Haryana, Uttar
Pradesh, Uttarakhand and
neighbouring areas was 2,422
on Tuesday and the share of
stubble burning in Delhi’s
PM2.5 accumulation is almost
negligible -- 3 percent – on
Wednesday due to
unfavourable transport-level
winds, it said.

“Deterioration (in air qual-
ity) is expected on Friday
towards the higher end of the
‘very poor’ category,” it said.

An official of the India
Meteorological Department
(IMD) said the predominant
wind direction is east-north-
easterly, which is not favorable
for the transport of pollutants
from farm fires in Punjab and
Haryana.

The city recorded a min-
imum temperature of 11.4
degrees Celsius on Wednesday
morning. Calm winds and low
temperatures trap pollutants
close to the ground, while
favourable wind speed helps in
their dispersion. The cen-
tral government’s Air Quality
Early Warning System for
Delhi said, “The change in
wind direction and wind speed
has positively impacted air
quality. It is likely to remain in
the upper end of the ‘very poor’
category on Thursday and
deteriorate marginally on
Friday.”

Delhi’s ventilation index -
- a product of mixing depth
and average wind speed -- is
likely to be around 12,500
m2/s on Wednesday, favorable
for dispersion of pollutants.

Mixing depth is the verti-
cal height in which pollutants
are suspended in the air. It
reduces on cold days with calm
wind speed.

The ventilation index
lower than 6000 m2/s with an
average wind speed less than 10
kmph is unfavourable for dis-
persion of pollutants. PTI
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In Kurhani, Anil Kumar

Sahni of RJD defeated Kedar
Prasad Gupta of the BJP by 712
votes while CPI candidate
SuryaKant Paswan defeated
Ramashankar Paswan of BJP by
777 votes in Bakhri.

In Siwan , RJD ‘s Awadh
Bihari Choudhary has defeat-
ed BJP candidate OP Yadav by
a margin of 1,973 votes and
Simri Bakhtiyarpur seat was
won by RJD candidate Yusuf
Salahuddin by a margin of
1759 votes. He has defeated
Mukesh Sahni of Vikassheel
Insaan Party. Ashok
Choudhary of JD(U) has
defeated Umesh Ram of the
Congress by 1,537 votes in
Sakra.

Pratima Kumari of the
Congress won Rajapakar seat
by a margin of 1,796 votes. He
defeated Mahendra Ram of
JD(U). Gaytri Devi of the BJP
has defeated Ritu Kumar of
RJD by a margin of 1,569 votes
in Parihar. 

In Munger, BJP’s Pranav
Kumar has defeated Avinash
Vidyarthi of the RJD by a mar-
gin of 1,244. In Maharajganj,
the victory margin was 1,976
while in Mahishi, it was a
mere 1,630. The victory mar-
gin in Kishanganj was just
1,381 where the Congress can-
didate defeated BJP’s Sweety
Singh. In Jhajha, the victory
margin was 1,679 votes. In
Kalyanpur, it was 1,193. It was
1,113 in Bhagalpur.
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“The two new entries are
as follows: 1. Films and Audio
Visual programmes made
available by online content
providers. 2. News and
Current Affairs on online plat-
forms,” said the Order. 

The Central Government
had recently told the Supreme
Court that digital media is
“uncontrolled” and needs to be
regulated. I&B Ministry had
told the apex court that any
endeavour to regulate media
has to begin with digital

media. This stance was taken
by the Centre during the hear-
ing of a case concerning
Sudarshan TV’s controversial
“UPSC Jihad” programme in
which the court was contem-
plating framing of guidelines
to regulate television channels.
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From Page 1
The BJP will certainly

extract its pound of flesh if it
allowed Nitish to remain in the
driver’s seat. It will try to have
greater say in policy formula-
tions and try to expand its base
taking advantage of a situation
where it is seen as the true win-
ner of the battle of Bihar.

Meanwhile, to a question
on the massive damage Chirag

Paswan-led Lok Janshakti Party
inflicted on the NDA, espe-
cially the JD(U)’s prospects, he
said that the LJP also hurt the
BJP in a number of seats.

If the LJP was not there, the
BJP would have defeated RJD
leader Tejashwi Yadav in
Raghopur constituency, Jaiswal
claimed.

To a question on whether
LJP will now have any place in
the ruling alliance, he said it is
for the BJP Parliamentary

Board, the apex decision-mak-
ing body of the saffron party,
to decide on that.

He, though, added that the
NDA means the BJP, JD(U),
Vikassheel Insaan Party and
Jitan Ram Manjhi-led HAM(S)
in Bihar.

The BJP had the best
strike rate among all parties in
the fray as it won 73 of the 110
seats it contests. Allies VIP
and HAM(S) won four seats
each.
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With the arrest of four men, the Delhi
Police on Wednesday busted ‘Lifafebaaz’

who, posing as policemen, used to target those
waiting for conveyance particularly on bus
stands or roadsides in the National Capital.

The accused have been identified as
Robby (40), Rahul Kumar (29), Alik Abraham
(37) and Rahul (27), all members of
'Lifafebaaz' gang.

According to Atul Kumar Thakur, the
Deputy Commissioner of Police (DCP),
South district, on Monday, based on an
input received, a trap was laid on Ring Road
and car with four people onboard was inter-
cepted near a bus stand in Defence Colony.

“Upon enquiry and checking some sus-
picious articles were recovered and on further
verification, they were found to be members
of 'Lifafebaaz gang'. Six stolen mobile phones,
jewellery, 14 envelopes, a walkie-talkie and
clothes resembling the police uniform were
recovered from their possession,” said the DCP.

“The car in which they were travelling was
also found to be stolen from Hazrat

Nizamuddin area,” he said.
“The gang used to target those waiting for

conveyance particularly on bus stands or road-
sides. On the way, they posed themselves as
policemen or officials of any law enforcing
agency,” said the DCP.

“The accused used to tell victims that
police checking is on the way ahead, and asked
them to put their cash and valuables in an
envelope. To convince them, one of the
accused persons also used to put his cash and
valuables in another envelope. They also asked
victims to share the PIN of their ATM cards,”
said the DCP.

“Meanwhile, the accused used to exchange
the envelope with another similar-looking
envelope and drop the victims on the way.
Later, they used to withdraw money from
ATMs and flee with the valuables,” said the
DCP.

“The accused are notorious criminals who
have been involved in several cases of cheat-
ing, theft, robbery and Arms act in the past.
One of the accused Bobby has more than 50
criminal cases registered against him,” said the
DCP. 
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The Economic Offences
Wing (EOW) of Delhi

Police has arrested a man for
allegedly duping over 100
investors on the pretext of
promising them higher returns
in his commercial project based
in Noida.

The accused has been iden-
tified as Satinder Singh Bhasin,
a resident of Rajouri Garden in
west Delhi. Police said that the
accused was arrested on
Tuesday and he was also
released on bail as per direc-
tions of a Delhi court.

According to Dr O P
Mishra, the Joint
Commissioner of Police, EOW,
the matter came to light in
2018, when police received
several complaints from various
people against Bhasin and his
company.

“According to the com-
plainants, in 2012-13, alleged
company Mist Avenue Pvt. Ltd.

Invited people through an
advertisement to invest in one
of its Nodia-based projects.
Initially, they claimed to build
a building's 33 floors in 99 days
and collected money from peo-
ple but they kept raising mul-
tiple fraudulent demands with-
out constructing it in real as
agreed and even levied interest
on the amount paid,” said the
Joint CP.

“Later the accused changed
the name of the company and
the project.In 2012-2013, they
had assured that possession of
its project will be delivered
within 2015 but they arbitrar-
ily extended the date of com-
pletion to 2022, forcing the
allottees to enter into a new
contract with the alleged new
company. The project has been
kept in abeyance without any
further construction,” said the
Joint CP.

“The victims also alleged
that the said company threat-
ened to forfeit 35 per cent of the

amount paid if any demand of
returning the invested money is
raised. However, in spite of all
this, the accused company did
not hand over the allotted units
or refund the money of the
investors,” said the Joint CP.

“During investigation, it
was revealed that the alleged
company had no authority to
make the project while it was
some other company which
had been granted a license for
the development of the project.
Without due diligence about
the land, the accused started the
project and collected money
from people. The details of the
bank accounts were received
which revealed the collection of
money from public at large,”
said the Joint CP.

“The man had earlier as
well started a project in Greater
Noida which has remained in
controversy and he was also
arrested in several cases in
Uttar Pradesh pertaining to
this project,” he said. 
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Environment Minister Gopal
Rai on Wednesday said that

in the wake of current pollution
levels in Delhi, the second
phase 'Red Light On, Gaadi
Off ' campaign will be launched
from 16th November to 30th
November.

"The two crore people of
Delhi have to contribute and
play their part to fight against
it, our small contributions cre-
ate a big impact. We want to
appeal to the opposition to sup-
port us in fighting pollution. I
also want to appeal to the peo-
ple, please light diyas and not
firecrackers; this fight is noth-
ing without the support of the
people," he said.

In order to control pollu-
tion levels in Delhi, chief min-
ister Arvind Kejriwal launched
the 'Yuddh, Pradushan Ke
Viruddh' campaign. Under the

campaign, various initiatives
have been started to combat
several internal sources of pol-
lution in Delhi, and on-ground
actions have been taken. The
'Red Light On, Gaadi Off '
campaign has been launched
from 21st October to 15th
November to combat the vehic-
ular pollution in Delhi, under
which the people of Delhi are
contributing to fight pollution
by switching their vehicles off
on the traffic signals.

“I want to thank and con-
gratulate the people of Delhi for
their support in the campaign.
In view of the current pollution
situation in Delhi, the second
phase of the campaign will be
launched from 16th November
to 30th November,” he said.

Like earlier, this phase will
also aim to make people aware
to switch their vehicles off on
traffic signals and around 2500
marshals will be deputed on the

100 junctions in 11 districts for
the effective implementation of
the campaign. Around 20 envi-
ronmental marshals, each will
be deputed on 10 major junc-
tions. The joint monitoring
system of the ACP, SDM, and

traffic police will continue.
"The Delhi government

has sprayed the bio-decom-
poser solution, developed by
the Indian Agricultural
Research Institute, Pusa, on
2000 acres of land across Delhi.

This solution has converted the
stubble into manure so that the
burning of stubble can be pre-
vented. To study the impact of
the solution, a 15 member
Bio-decomposer Impact
Assessment Committee was

formed with officials, MLAs
and five scientists from Pusa
Agricultural Institute. The
report of the impact of the solu-
tion in various areas across
Delhi will be prepared by the
evening, and we will submit the
report to the CM,” he said.

Rai said that an Anti-dust
campaign has also been
launched in Delhi. "The two
crore people of Delhi have to
contribute and play their part
to fight against it; our small
contributions create a big
impact. Please be aware and
support the government in
controlling the dust pollution.
We are also receiving com-
plaints of garbage burning
from various locations on the
app. I want to tell the people of
Delhi to keep uploading such
instances and complaints on
the app to make us aware of
them and take action to douse
the fire,” he said.
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The Delhi Jal Board (DJB)
will start providing clean

water supply from the pipeline
to 1,622 more colonies in the
next six months.

In a review meeting
chaired by the Delhi Chief
Minister Arvind Kejriwal on

Wednesday regarding 24x7
water supply and water aug-
mentation action plan, the DJB
officials said that Delhi will
need about 1500 MGD water
by 2031. 

“The efforts to provide
water supply pipelines in
Delhi's colonies are continuing
at a fast pace and out of 1799

pipelines have been laid in
1622 colonies,” they said.

In the next six months,
these colonies will have a clean
water supply from the pipeline.
Besides this, the water pipeline
will reach the remaining 113
colonies by March 2022.

The DJB apprised the CM
of various ongoing and future

projects to provide a 24x7
water supply to the people of
Delhi. The DJB also gave a pre-
sentation on the laying of sewer
lines and rain-harvesting across
Delhi.

Kejriwal said that he will
review the monthly progress of
the project of 24x7 water sup-
ply, rain harvesting, and laying

of sewer pipeline. The review
meeting was attended by senior
officials along with DJB
Chairman Satyendar Jain and
Vice Chairman Raghav
Chadha.

The chief minister said,
"We have to complete all the
projects within the stipulated
time frame. The time limit for

completion of the projects has
been fixed. 

This has to be ensured to
provide relief to the people and
also prevent the unnecessary
expenditure of money. I will
review the ongoing projects on
a 24x7 water supply across
Delhi around the 15th of every
month. The DJB officials will

also inform me about the
monthly progress of work
through presentations, includ-
ing the progress of laying of
sewer lines and rainwater har-
vesting projects."

Satyendar Jain, Chairman
of DJB said, "It is often seen that
the road has to be dug again
and again to put sewer lines. It

causes distress to the people.
We should lay a proper sewer
system wherever the road con-
struction is happening so that
we do not end up digging up
roads again and again. Delhi is
not getting the necessary water
from other states. 100 per cent
of the water received is now
being supplied."

�������	����	��� ��������	

Senior Aam Aadmi Party
leader and MCD in-charge

Durgesh Pathak on Wednesday
said that the BJP lied to the
people of Delhi regarding the
fund crunch to defame the
Delhi Chief Minister Arvind
Kejriwal and the party. 

He demanded the BJP to
immediately apologise to the
people of Delhi.

Pathak said that for the past
several months the BJP ruled
Municipal Corporation was
claiming that they do not have
the money to pay the salaries
and blaming the AAP govern-
ment for this but on Tuesday
they have promised to release
all the pending salaries; this
shows that the BJP was lying.

The AAP leader said that
no one in the world has ever
witnessed such a shameless
and insensitive governance
model like the BJP ruled
MCD.

"From the past several
months the BJP ruled MCD
was claiming that they do not
have a single penny to pay the
salary of their employees. The
mayors were in protest in front
of the CM’s residence. But yes-
terday the BJP mayors have
submitted written assurance
to the protesting employees
that the corporation will release
the salaries, pensions and also
give a bonus to their employ-
ees. The AAP wants to ask the
BJP why they were lying to the
people of Delhi for the past sev-
eral months regarding the
funds," he said.
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To check the emerging pol-
lution levels in Gurugram

and provide some relief to
people, Haryana Chief Minister
Manohar Lal Khattar on
Wednesday inaugurated a  total
of 65 Wind Augmentation Air
Purification Unit  (WAYU)
which will be installed in 10
locations with high AQI (Air
Quality Index) index.

This initiative is part of the
'Project Air Care’ in Gurugram.

Project Air Care is a pub-
lic-private partnership between
Gurugram Metropolitan
Development Authority
(GMDA) and
GlaxoSmithKline (GSK).

"With several sectors
reopening, increase in vehicu-
lar movement and the initiation
of the crop burning, the nation-
al capital region is chocking as

air quality breaches the ‘severe’
category mark we have decid-
ed to install 65 air purifiers at
key locations of the city," said
a GMDA official.

During the event, Khattar
said, "The rising levels of air
pollution in Haryana; especially
Gurugram is a serious concern
amongst all of us. As we move
towards the festive season, we
would like to bring some relief
to citizens with the installation
of multiple WAYU air purifiers
at strategic junctions. This ini-
tiative will help to build a
clean and green city.”

The first air purifiers have
already been installed near the
GMDA office in Sector-44.

Air purifiers are being
installed in locations such as
IFFCO Chowk, Sikanderpur
Metro Station, Rajiv Chowk,
Cyber City, Huda City Center,
Genpact Chowk among others.

The CM also appealed to

the people that we should all
come forward to curb air pol-
lution.

"Curbing pollution levels is
everyone’s responsibility and
we need to come together to
bring about a change. While
the government and industry
bodies are implementing var-
ious laws, I urge citizens to con-
tribute by making small
changes in their everyday life
like encouraging carpooling,
using bicycles and ensuring
proper waste disposal," Khattar
said.

"We plan to install these air
purifiers at various locations
and traffic junctions in
Gurugram under our CSR pro-
ject ‘Mission Health’. This may
only be a small step in the bat-
tle to secure cleaner air for all,"
Navneet Saluja, Area Managing
Director, GSK Consumer
Healthcare, Indian
Subcontinent.
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Delhi Chief Minister Arvind
Kejriwal has requested

Union Health Minister Harsh
Vardhan to augment bed capac-
ity in Central Government-
run hospitals in the city in view
of apprehensions that the num-
ber of Covid-19 cases could
reach 15,000 a day in the com-
ing weeks.

In a letter to Vardhan last
week, Kejriwal cited a shortfall
of around 4,900 beds in hospi-
tals, seeking the Union minis-
ter's direction to the hospitals
run by the central government
in Delhi to provide at least 1,092
additional beds, including 300
ICU beds, with the required
medical staff.

The chief minister said
Delhi is witnessing a renewed
increase in the number of
COVID-19 cases for the last few
days and cited the revised
response strategy 3.0 of the Dr
Paul Committee, projecting up
to 15,000 coronavirus cases
per day during the third surge
in the upcoming weeks due to
the rising pollution, celebration
of festivals, wedding season
and other factors.

At present, Delhi has a
total bed capacity of 15,713,
including ICU beds, for
COVID-19 patients, he point-
ed out. However, the shortfall
of around 4,900 beds will have
to be met by augmentation in
hospitals run by both the
Centre and the state govern-
ment, Kejriwal said.

The central government-
run hospitals in the national
capital have a proposed aug-
mentation of around 1,092
beds, he said and requested
Vardhan for the necessary
directions so that the bed capac-
ity in Delhi's hospitals for Covid
patients is adequate in the com-
ing weeks.

�������	����	��� ��������	

In recognition of Delhi’s land-
mark electric vehicle policy,

the Delhi Government partic-
ipated and shared its vision for
a clean, green future of mobil-
ity at the prestigious UNFCCC
‘Race to Zero Dialogue:
Launching the global race to
zero-emission mobility' held on
Wednesday.

The dialogue was organ-
ised by the Climate Group in
collaboration with the UN
high-level climate champions
and the UK COP26 presiden-
cy.

V i c e - c h a i r p e r s o n ,
Dialogue and Development
Commission, Jasmine Shah
represented the Delhi
Government at the session
“Government’s leading the
way” to share the experience of
the Delhi government drawing

up a comprehensive policy and
effectively leading the transi-
tion to zero-emission vehicles
in the national capital.

Along with Delhi, two
other states also shared their
experiences and vision for EVs.
Governor Gavin Newson rep-
resented the State of California,
USA and Izaskun Goñi
Razquin, a senior official from
the Government of Navarra,
Spain.

Addressing a global audi-
ence of climate activists and
leaders from business and gov-
ernment, Shah said, “The moti-
vation behind Delhi’s ambitious
roadmap to transition to zero-
emission vehicles is to address
both climate change and the
health emergency that arises
from the high level of air pol-
lution in Delhi. This kind of an
aggressive roadmap was possi-
ble only because of the politi-

cal will that the Delhi govern-
ment under the leadership of
Chief Minister Arvind Kejriwal
displayed on the matter of air
pollution.”

Elaborating on the five key
pillars of Delhi’s EV policy,
Shah said, “First, we targeted
fiscal incentives for specific
vehicle segments that con-
tribute maximum to vehicular
pollution in Delhi’s and India’s
context, which is two- and
three-wheelers. Second, we
also introduced non-financial
incentives to help overcome
barriers that might hamper
EV adoption.

Citing an example, he said
“We have allowed bike taxis to
ply in Delhi only if they are
EVs. Third, we see it as the gov-
ernment’s duty to facilitate the
setting up of charging infra-
structure – in public as well as
private complexes such as

malls, offices etc. Fourth, we
believe governments will have
to take the lead in conducting
public awareness campaigns
to sensitize and inform citizens
of the benefits of EVs, and
finally, our policy also focuses
on skill training related to jobs
that will arise as a result of this
transition to a green economy.”

When asked for a message
to government leaders around
the world looking to transition
to EVs, Shah said, "The tran-
sition to EVs may look very
daunting for large cities and
states, but Delhi has shown
that with political will, an
attitude to learn from suc-
cesses and failures of cities and
countries around the world,
and a goal-oriented approach,
this is possible. Once cities
figure how to get the first 10%
EVs on the road, the rest will
follow."
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Delhi Health Minister
Satyendar Jain said that the

duration of the third peak of
the spread of Covid-19 in the
national Capital is longer than
those of the previous peaks but
it may subside in the next few
days.

The health minister on
Wednesday asserted that the
city government has signifi-
cantly ramped up testing by
nearly three times on an aver-
age per day compared to the
number of tests conducted
when the second peak had hit
around September 16, when
over 4,000 daily cases were
being reported.

Addressing the media, the
minister also said the city gov-
ernment had filed a special
leave petition (SLP) in the
Supreme Court after the Delhi
high court did not allow reserv-
ing 80 per cent ICU beds for
COVID-19 patients at many
private hospitals and the apex
court has asked the govern-
ment to approach a division
bench of the high court.

"About two to three
months ago, we had written to
the Centre to increase about
1,000 beds and 300 ICU beds
in Centre-run hospitals in the
city," Jain added.

Delhi recorded over 7,800
fresh COVID-19 cases for the
first time on Tuesday, taking
the infection tally in the nation-
al capital to over 4.5 lakh, and
83 new fatalities, the highest
numbers since June 16.

This highest single-day
spike here till date -- 7,830 cases
– resulted from the 59,035
tests conducted the previous
day, while the positivity rate
stood at 13.26 per cent amid
the festive season and rising
pollution in the city, according
to the latest bulletin issued by

the Delhi health department.
The previous highest sin-

gle-day spike till date here --
7,745 cases was recorded on
Sunday. On Tuesday, 83 new
fatalities were recorded, push-
ing the death toll in the nation-
al capital to 7,143. On June 16,
the city had recorded 93 deaths
from COVID-19.

Asked about the long spell
of the surge in cases, Jain said
in the previous peak which had
lasted about 5-6 days, the tests
conducted were about 20,000
per day and now the number of
tests is nearly three times of
that.

The third peak is longer
but it "may subside in the next
few days," he said. Delhi had
recorded 71 fatalities from
COVID-19 on Monday and
5,023 fresh cases. On Saturday
and Sunday, 79 and 77 deaths
due to the disease were record-
ed respectively.

The active cases tally on
Tuesday rose to 41,385 from
39,795 the previous day, while
the recovery rate stood at over
89 per cent. The bulletin said
the total number of cases has
climbed to 4,51,382.

Meanwhile, seeking to
reduce coronavirus-related
deaths in the national capital,
the Delhi government has
ordered COVID-19 test centres
to mandatorily check the oxy-
gen saturation levels of people,
and persons found with below
94 per cent level are to under-
go compulsory medical exam-
ination. 
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While the Government has
indicated that it is open

to dialogue with Pfizer Inc so
that its coronavirus vaccine
can be made available for use
in the country, health experts
have pointed out that it will not
be an easy affair.

They said that the vaccine
candidate which has 90 per cent
effectiveness against Covid-19
will be expensive and difficult
to deliver in India, particular-
ly in rural areas where deep-
freeze storage and transporta-
tion networks needed for the
vaccine are almost nil.

On Tuesday, Pfizer Inc.
and BioNTech SE had shown
‘extraordinarily’ early results
from final stage trials, raising
much hopes, which were
though short-lived, after

experts explained that it will
need a complex and costly sys-
tem of deep-freeze airport
warehouses, refrigerated vehi-
cles and inoculation points for
distribution across India.

After they reach vaccina-
tion centers, the shots must be
thawed from -70 degrees cel-
sius and injected within five
days, if not they go bad, said the
experts.

Delhi-based AIIMS
Director Dr Randeep Guleria
was skeptical on the availabil-
ity of the Pfizer’s Covid-19
vaccine as he said that the data
released by the company is very
encouraging but it should be
looked very carefully.
“Whatever vaccines they are
making have potential of giv-
ing immunogenicity and pro-
tection as far as COVID-19 is
concern,” he said.

“The challenge with the
vaccines is that, how long the
immunity lasts and how much
protective value that it gives as
far as individuals are con-
cerns,” Dr Guleria added. He
said that other challenge with
the Pfizer vaccine is that the
vaccine should be kept at a very
low temperature which is not
practical for rural parts of the
country and tough to maintain
the cold chain.

CMC Vellore scientist Dr
Gagandeep Kang echoed sim-
ilar sentiments. She said Pfizer’s
coronavirus vaccine is an
mRNA vaccine which is going
to be very expensive for India.

“...Currently, we have no
system in this country to be
able to deliver a minus 70
degree Celsius vaccine,”
Gagandeep Kang was quoted as
saying by the report.

Senior scholar at Johns
Hopkins Center, Amesh Adalja
gave similar opinion pointing
out that the cold chain is going
to be one of the most chal-
lenging aspects of the delivery
of this coronavirus vaccination.

“This will be a challenge in
all settings because hospitals
even in big cities do not have
storage facilities for a vaccine
at that ultra-low temperature,”
he added.
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At a time when many coun-
tries are witnessing a surge

in their Covid-19 caseload,
India on Wednesday regis-
tered a drop in the infections
that went below the 5-lakh
mark for the first time after
106 days.

The 4,94,657 active cases
are in contrast to the 6,07,384
in August and 10,09,976 in
mid-September.

However, in a review
meeting, Union Health
Minister Dr Harshivardhan
took serious note of a spike in
deaths in Maharashtra, Goa
and North eastern States like
Mizoram, Meghalaya and
Tripura, calling it a matter of
concern.

With 44,281 new infec-
tions reported in the past 24
hours, India’s total cases have
surged to 86,36,012 as on
Wednesday.

Highlighting the State spe-
cific areas of concern that
would require focussed atten-
tion, the Union Health
Minister noted that although
the active cases have come
down in Maharashtra, it con-
tinues to have a large active
caseload, with a high Case
Fatality Rate (2.6 per cent)
which increases to 3.5 per
cent in and around Mumbai.
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Researchers have iden-
tified a new “hidden”

gene in SARS-CoV-2, the
virus responsible for
Covid-19, that may have
contributed to its unique
biology and pandemic
potential. In a virus that
only has about 15 genes in
total, knowing more
about this and other over-
lapping genes — or “genes
within genes” — could
have a significant impact
on how we combat the
virus.

“Overlapping genes
may be one of an arsenal
of ways in which coron-
aviruses have evolved to
replicate efficiently, thwart
host immunity, or get
themselves transmitted,”
said lead author Chase
Nelson, a postdoctoral
researcher at Academia
Sinica in Taiwan and a
visiting scientist at the
American Museum of
Natural History.

“Knowing that over-
lapping genes exist and
how they function may
reveal new avenues for
coronavirus control, for
example through antiviral

drugs.”
The research team

identified ORF3d, a new
overlapping gene in
SARS-CoV-2 that has the
potential to encode a pro-
tein that is longer than
expected by chance alone,
according to the study
published in the journal
eLife.

They found that this
gene is also present in a
previously discovered
pangolin coronavirus,
perhaps reflecting repeat-
ed loss or gain of this gene
during the evolution of
SARS-CoV-2 and related
viruses.

In addition, ORF3d
has been independently
identified and shown to
elicit a strong antibody
response in Covid-19
patients, demonstrating
that the new gene`s pro-
tein is manufactured dur-
ing human infection.

“We don`t yet know
its function or if there`s
clinical significance,”
Nelson said.

“But we predict this
gene is relatively unlikely
to be detected by a T-cell
response, in contrast to
the antibody response.

And maybe that has
something to do with
how the gene was able to
arise.”

Overlapping genes
are hard to spot, and most
scientific computer pro-
grammes are not
designed to find them.
However, they are com-
mon in viruses.

This is partly because
RNA viruses have a high
mutation rate, so they
tend to keep their gene
count low to prevent a
large number of muta-
tions.

As a result, viruses
have evolved a sort of data
compression system in
which one letter in its
genome can contribute
to two or even three dif-
ferent genes.

“Missing overlapping
genes puts us in peril of
overlooking important
aspects of viral biology,”
said Nelson.

“In terms of genome
size, SARS-CoV-2 and
its relatives are among the
longest RNA viruses that
exist. They are thus per-
haps more prone to
`genomic trickery` than
other RNA viruses.”

���	�
������� ��������	

In times of an intense debate
on nepotism, some political

dynasties succeeded in carry-
ing forward their legacies but
many heir apparents failed in
the recently concluded Bihar
Assembly polls.

Senior politician Sharad
Yadav’s daughter Subhasini
Raj Rao, Shatrughan Sinha’s
son Luv Sinha, senior RJD
leader Prabhunath Singh’s son
Randhir Kumar Singh,
Mandal Commission report’s
author B P Mandal’s grandson
Nikhil Mandel and former
union minister Ram Lakhan
Singh Yadav’s son Jayvardhan
Yadav are among those polit-
ical dynasties who could not
win and failed to carry for-
ward their fathers’ legacies.

The issue of dynasty pol-
itics has been a subject of
intense political debate, with
representatives of each party
accusing leaders of other par-
ties of promoting their kin.

Subhasini Raj Rao who
contested from Bihariganj seat
falling under the Madhepura
Lok Sabha, which is consid-
ered a stronghold of his father,
could not win the seat. She had
contested on a Congress tick-
et.  Subhasini lost to seasoned
politician and sitting MLA
Neeranjan Mehta of Nitish
Kumar’s JD(U) by 18711 votes.

Luv Sinha, son of actor-
politician Shatrughan Sinha,
who was contesting on a
Congress ticket from Bankipur
seat of Patna lost to BJP’s
Nitin Nabin by 38965 votes. In
Chapra, senior RJD leader
Prabhunath Singh’s son
Randhir Kumar Singh failed to
win against sitting MLA Dr  C
N Gupta (BJP) by a margin of
7,222 votes.

JD(U)’s Nikhil Mandel,
grandson of Mandal
Commission report’s author B
P Mandal,  lost to
Chandrasekhar of the RJD on
the Madhepura seat by a mar-

gin of over 15000 votes.
Among other notable

losers are -- Chandrika Roy,
son of former chief minister
Daroga Prasad Rai, from
Parsa. Roy, also the father Tej
Pratap Yadav’s estranged wife
Aishwarya, had switched over
to the JD(U) from the RJD has
lost by a margin of 16947 votes
against Chhotelal Rai who
moved to Lalu Prasad’s party
leaving Nitish Kumar’s just
before the assembly polls.

In Jokihat seat in Araria
district, sons of former union
minister Mohammad
Taslimuddin, were pitted
against each other. Younger
brother Mohammad
Shahnawaz, who contested on
Asaduddin Owaisi’s AIMIM
party, defeated his brother
Sarfaraz Alam of the RJD, by
over 7,000 votes.

Sadhu Yadav, brother-in-
law of Lalu Prasad Yadav, who
had contested on Mayawati’s
BSP ticket, lost to Subhas
Singh of the BJP by 36,641
votes from Gopalganj seat.

Jayvardhan Yadav, grand-
son of former union minister
Ram Lakhan Singh Yadav,
who had crossed over to the
JD(U) from the RJD, also lost
toSandeep Saurabh of CPI-ML
in Paliganj seat by a margin of
30,928 votes. Hindustani
Awam Morch president Jitan
Ram Manjhi won the
Imamganj seat, but his son-in-
law Devendra Kumar lost to

RJD’s Satish Kumar on
Makhdumpur seat by a mar-
gin of over 21000 votes.

However,  Lalu’s sons
Tejashwi Yadav and Tej
Pratap Yadav, former union
minister Digvijay Singh’s
daughter Shreyasi Singh, RJD
vice president Shivanand
Tiwari’s son Rahul Tiwari
and Jagannath Mishra’s son
Nitish Mishra are among

those who have succeeded to
carry forward their fathers’
legacy.  Among the other
victorious candidates are
Sanjiv Chaurasia (Digha),
son of Sikkim Governor
Ganga Prasad, Sudhakar
Singh (Ramgarh), son of state
RJD president Jagdanand
Singh and Alok Mehta, son of
late RJD leader Tulsi Das
Mehta.
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As many as 163 winning
candidates of the total 243

in the Bihar Assembly polls,
results of which were declared
on Wednesday, have declared
criminal cases against them-
selves.

Of them 123 (51 percent)
have declared serious cases
including cases related to mur-
der, attempt to murder, kid-
napping and crimes against
women. Besides, 194 candi-
dates are crorepatis.

According to the
Association for Democratic
Reforms (ADR) report, 19
winning candidates have
declared cases related to mur-
der while 31 have declared

cases of attempt to murder
against themselves. RJD is top
in the list of winning candi-
dates having criminal cases,
followed by BJP and Janata Dal
(United).

This time, the ADR had
analysed the self-sworn affi-
davits of 241 of the 243 victo-
rious candidates. The ADR
did not say anything on such
details of remaining winners.
The results of the three-phase
elections were declared on
Wednesday early morning after
counting that went on for over
20 hours.

Out of the 123 winners, 19
have murder cases, 31 attempt
to murder and eight crimes
against women against their
names. 
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The Supreme Court refused
on Wednesday to interfere

with the Calcutta High Court
order banning the use and
sale of firecrackers in West
Bengal on Kali Puja to curb
air pollution, saying preser-
vation of life was more impor-
tant amid the coronavirus
pandemic.

A vacation bench of
Justices D Y Chandrachud
and Indira Banerjee said

though festivals were impor-
tant, but “life itself has been
in imperil” amid the pan-
demic. The bench said the
high court knew the local
condition better and it should
be allowed to do the needful.

The top court was hearing
an appeal filed by one Gautam
Roy and the Burrabazaar
Fireworks Dealers
Association challenging the
high court order of last
Thursday banning the use
and sale of firecrackers dur-

ing upcoming fest ivals ,
including Kali Puja and
Chhath Puja, to curb pollu-
tion. Kali Puja will be cele-

brated on Saturday.
“We are all battling for life

in this situation and all of us
have elderly people in our
home,” it observed. “We are in
a situation where at this time,
preservation of life is more
important and the high court
knows what is required at the
ground level.”

It said the high court had
taken care of the interest of
citizens, especially senior cit-
izens who may have comor-
bidities.
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Underlining that water is a finite
resource, Vice President Venkaiah

Naidu on Wednesday called for a
change in lifestyle and make water con-
servation a way of life. 

He said reduced use of water also
results in less use of energy required for
pumping and supplying water to homes,
offices and farming activities. In effect,
it will also help in reducing pollution,
he noted. 

“Unless we reduce the wastage of
water and take up saving and conser-
vation of water on a war footing, there
is a danger of potable water becoming
a scarce resource in the future,” Naidu
said.

With the rising population, he
said, urbanisation, industrialisation
and expanding agricultural activities,
the water requirement will continue to
increase.

“The key message that needs to be
taken to people again and again is this:

the water that is available is finite. It is
not unlimited. It is the responsibility of
each and every citizen to save water and
use it judiciously. The need of the hour
is to change our lifestyles and make
water conservation a way of life,” Naidu
said. 

The vice president was speaking at
the National Water Awards to honour
the excellence in water management
and conservation across the nation.
Tamil Nadu bagged the ‘Best State’
award, followed by Maharashtra and
Rajasthan.

Practises like micro-irrigation, drip
and sprinkler systems have to be pro-
moted in a big way for efficient use of
water for agriculture, he said. 

“Reduce, reuse and recycle must be
the watchwords if we have to handover
a sustainable and liveable planet to the
future generations,” he said.

Naidu pointed out that watershed
development is another area that can
spur local economic development.
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At Aligarh railway station, STE (Senior
Ticket Examiner) molested Prayagraj's girl

on the pretext of ticket checking. The girl sat
on the bench with her mother waiting for the
train. STE ran away on her mother’s reprimand.
The victim has filed a case at the GRP police
station. After this, STE was arrested. The
Railways has suspended the STE and started an
investigation.  

An 18-year-old girl from Prayagraj came to
Aligarh for some work with her mother. When
the girl and mother reached the station to catch
the Rewa Express, STE Pramod Kumar checked
the ticket at the entrance. The girl then moved
to platform number 3/4 with her mother and
sat on the bench waiting for the train. 

Aligarh: For the Master Plan 2031, special atten-
tion is being given to industries. Preparations
are going on to connect Dhanipur airstrip and
its three flying clubs to Jewar International
Airport to start air taxi and air ambulance up
to Jewar and NCR in the future. 

In these flying clubs, drone cameras flying
training, training of airport ground staff and air
hostess will soon be started along with the train-
ing of commercial pilots. 

This will create new employment opportu-
nities and after training in Aligarh, the people
will be able to get different jobs at Jewar Airport.
Aligarh can become a major hub in the region,
as there are no three flying clubs anywhere else
in the state. PNS
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Scams associated with the
LIFE Mission and Kerala

Fibre Optic Network (K-Fone),
the two flag ship mega infra-
structure projects of the ruling
Left Democratic Front
Government in the State
turned worse with Swapna
Suresh, the third accused in the
gold smuggling case telling the
Enforcement Directorate offi-
cials that all illegal transactions
and deals involving these pro-
grammes were carried out with
the full knowledge of the Chief
Minister’s Office.

Ramesh Chennithala,
Kerala’s Leader of the
Opposition, alleged on
Wednesday that the Chief
Minister’s Office has become
the epicentre of corruption,
smuggling and anti-national
activities. Reacting to the report
submitted by the ED in the
court on Wednesday, he

alleged that he State adminis-
tration is under the control of
a cabal consisting of corrupt
officials, party leaders and
smugglers.

In a report submitted to the
court on Wednesday seeking an
extension of the custody of M
Sivsankar, the former principal
secretary to chief minister
Pinarayi Vijayan, the ED told
the court that the bureaucrat
refused to answer the questions
posed to him by the investiga-
tion team. Since Sivsankar was
not cooperating with the ED,
the agency took into custody
Swapna Suresh with the con-
currence of the court and she
was interrogated.

Swapna, who had close
liaison with Sivsankar told the
ED officials that  the former
principal secretary was privy to
all illegal and underhand deal-
ings associated with the LIFE
Mission and K-Fone projects.
The Rs one crore seized from

a ban locker in her name was
the bribe amount meant for
Sivsankar from one of the ben-
eficiaries of the LIFE Mission
project, Swapna reportedly told
the ED team. She also disclosed
that she too had certain roles in
the award of contracts and
business associated with these
projects.   

In yet another setback to
the CPI(M), Bineesh Kosiyeri,
son of party secretary Kodiyeri
Balakrishnan, who was arrest-
ed by the ED in connection
with money laundering and
financing  of narcotics trade
was sent to judicial custody for
14 days on Wednesday by a
court in Bangalore. Bineesh’s
custody period under the ED
got over on Wednesday.
Though the ED did not ask for
extending his custody period,
the agency opposed granting of
bail to him on the ground that
he wielded massive political
and official influence.
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Suburban train services
resumed on Wednesday in

Eastern and South Eastern
Railways from Sealdah and
Howrah after about eight
months gap with the stations
witnessing massive crowd build
up despite the authorities main-
tained a strict vigil to ensure
pandemic protocol.

The train services resumed
after repeated protests at vari-
ous suburban stations by angry
commuters who complained of
lack of transport facility to
reach Kolkata.

Though the EMU (local)
trains were not fully crowded as
is witnessed during normal sit-
uations Railways authorities
said expected more passengers
in the coming days,

“We ran 696 trains today

and will be running about 85
percent of our full running
capacity during the office time,”
a senior official in the Eastern
Railways said even as Chief
Minister Mamata Banerjee
requested the Railway author-
ities to increase the number of
trains so as to avoid crowing of
the compartments.

The Railways after a series
of meetings with the State
Government resumed local
train services on Wednesday
with alternate seating arrange-
ments in coaches with every
other seat being cross-marked
in order to ensure for
physical distance among pas-

sengers.
This apart spot markings

were made outside the ticket
counters in order to ensure
social distancing, Railway
authorities said adding the pas-

sengers were being checked
with thermal screening and
were being given sanitizers
before entering the 
platform.

Passengers coming from
the suburban centres looked
happier with the running of the
trains even as those coming
from Sonarpur in South
Sealdah division said how “we
had shell out more than Rs 200
per day to visit our offices 50
km away from Baruipur as we
had to avail of different modes
of transport from buses, to
auto rickshaws to share taxis…
but once the trains have start-
ed we will be able to reach our
offices for Rs 50 only.”

Meanwhile in a related
development Chief Minister
Mamata Banerjee on
Wednesday announced that
there would be no selection

tests for Class X and XII board
examinations this year.

The decision will be rele-
vant to the students of West
Bengal Secondary and West
Bengal Higher Secondary
Education Board.

Earlier, the CBSE had
postponed the Central Teacher
Eligibility Test (CTET) (which
will now be held on January 31,
2021) due to the corona pan-
demic.

The Chief Minister also
announced the filling of 16,000
vacant government posts apart
from creating three police bat-
talions in the State. The three
battalions will be christened
Coochbehar--Narayani Sena as
per the wishes of the local
Rajbonshis population, Gorkha
Battalion and Jangal Mahal
battalion with 1000 personnel
each.
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Gandhinagar: The Gujarat government on
Wednesday decided to reopen high and higher
secondary schools and colleges in the state from
November 23 subject to adherence of Covid-19
guidelines.

However, there has been no decision on
reopening of primary schools. The government
said it will analyse the feedback on implemen-
tation of Wednesday's decision and then decide.

Education Minister Bhupendrasinh
Chudasama said: “A Cabinet meeting chaired by
Gujarat Chief Minister Vijay Rupani on
Wednesday decided to reopen schools and col-
leges in the state. Before that, I held discussions
with my department officials, education experts,
academics and other stakeholders on continu-
ation of studies.

“The Cabinet decided that after Diwali, from
November 23, all high and higher secondary
schools, colleges and universities will hold
teaching in their respective premises. For this,
they shall strictly follow the Standard Operating
Protocol of the central government.” IANS
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Launching an attack against
Kerala Chief Minister

Pinarayi Vijayan and CPI-M
state Secretary Kodiyeri
Balakrishnan, Leader of
Opposition Ramesh
Chennithala said on
Wednesday that both these
leaders are now caught neck-
deep in numerous scams and
are using the CPI-M as a shield.

An affidavit filed by the
Enforcement Directorate (ED)
in a court containing the state-
ment of the prime accused in
the gold smuggling case,
Swapna Suresh, stated for the
first time on Wednesday that
the former Secretary to Vijayan
- M. Sivasankar - and his 'team'
in the office of the CM knew
about all the deals, including
the gold smuggling case.

This was filed by the finan-

cial probe agency after the
court extended the ED custody
of senior IAS officer Sivasankar,
which ended on Wednesday, by
one more day.

Chennithala said that never
before did the party or any
other state government reach
the position where the present
leadership has reached.

“While Vijayan's office is
engaged in smuggling and
other dubious deals,
Balakrishnan's son is doing
business in drug trafficking.
Now after they have been
caught red-handed, they are
using their party as a shield and

misleading their cadres to pro-
tect their wrongdoings,” said
Chennithala.

“It was Vijayan who wrote
to Prime Minister Narendra
Modi for a probe and today the
same Vijayan is leading his gov-
ernment and his party to the
streets to protest the very same
probe that he had asked for. I
fail to understand what's hap-
pening,” added Chennithala.

The ruling Left govern-
ment has announced a protest
to be held on Monday across
the state attacking the Centre
for using national probe agen-
cies to weaken the Pinarayi
Vijayan government.

“I fail to understand why
Vijayan, who claims to know
nothing, is worried. If one has
done no wrong, then why fear?
Time will soon tell the truth,
and all that the opposition has
been saying will turn true,”
added Chennithala.
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Maintaining that it would
not accept that RJD

leader Tejashwi Yadav had lost
the Bihar Assembly polls in
which he fought valiantly
against the formidable ruling
NDA, the ruling Shiv Sena said
on Wednesday that the “his-
toric” polls had thrown up a
“new face” in the form of
Tejashwi in the national poli-
tics.

Heaping lavish praise on
Tejashwi who led the RJD in
the Bihar Assembly polls, the
Shiv Sena  in an editorial pub-
lished in its official mouth-piece
“Saamana” said: “We have to
accept the verdict in the Bihar
Assembly polls. But, we do not
consider the poll outcome as
the defeat of Tejashwi Yadav.
The poll defeat can in no way
be considered a debacle. Nor
the success achieved by way of
increasing the number through
a jugaad (a flexible approach to
solve a problem) can be called
a victory”.

“Tejashwi fought a valiant
battle. The battle was both
within the family and against a
formidable ruling alliance. The
ruling BJP in Delhi and the
Bihar JD(U) did not lose any
opportunity to defame Tejashwi
during the campaign. Despite a
no-holds-barred attack
launched against him,  Prime
Minister Narendra Modi called
him crown prince of Jungle Raj.
But, Tejashwi did not lose his
composure but went ahead
with his campaign,” the edito-
rial stated

“On the contrary, incum-
bent chief minister Nitish
Kumar – apprehending defeat
– made an emotional appeal to
the voters, saying that this was
his last poll he was fighting. He
made emotional appeals to the
voters. After having ruled Bihar
for the past 15 years, Nitish was
brought to knees in the poll
campaign. This was because

Tejashwi concentrated his cam-
paign on issues like develop-
ment, employment and educa-
tion and defeated Nitish mid-
way through the polls,``
the''Saamana ̀ ` editorial stated.

“No wonder that the Bihar
polls were intensely fought. It
was Tejashwi who brought
intensity to the polls. He was
undeterred in his fight against
either a political bigwig like
Narendra Modi or against an
experienced political war horse
like Nitish Kumar,” the
“Saamana” editorial 
stated.

“This Bihar Assembly polls
will go into the history of
Indian politics. The power may
go into the hands of anyone
after the polls, but the Bihar
polls have given the country a
new face in Tejashwi Yadav.
Any amount of congratula-
tions to Tejashwi is less for the
manner in which he fought the
Assembly polls,” the Sena
mouth-piece added.

The Shiv Sena’s wholesome
praise of Tejashwi Yadav should
be seen in the context of the
fact that the RJD emerged as
the single largest party in the
polls with a whooping 75 seats,
as against 74 seats won by the
BJP and 43 seats won by the
JD(U).   
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The National Investigation
(NIA) has arrested an

accused from Karnataka in
connection with the Lashkar-
e-Tayyeba (LeT) recruitment
case of West Bengal.

“Yesterday (10.11.2020),
the NIA arrested accused
Sayyad M. Idris, aged 28 years,
resident of Uttara Kannada,
Karnataka in West Bengal LeT
Recruitment Case,” the NIA
said in a statement on
Wednesday.

The case arose out of West
Bengal, Baduria Police Station
FIR No. 150/2020 dated 
March 18, 2020 pertaining to
Pakistan-based handlers
belonging to proscribed ter-
rorist outfit Lashkar-e-Tayyaba
using various social media
platforms to radicalize and
recruit vulnerable youth for

sleeper cells, to propagate their
ideology and for abetting and
advocating unlawful activities,
the agency said.

The arrested accused
Sayyad M. Idris was part of var-
ious social media groups run by
Pakistani-based LeT

handlers in their effort to
recruit individuals for sleeper
cells of LeT and for furthering
terrorist activities, it 
alleged.

The accused is being pro-
duced before the Court, Uttara
Kannada and transit remand is
being taken to produce him
before NIA Court, Kolkata, it
further said.

In this case, chargesheet
has already been filed against
accused Tania Parvin of
Kolkata on September 10 and
further investigation in the
case is continuing, it 
added.  
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Amaravati: A Central
Government team tasked to
assess the extensive damage
done to crops by heavy rains in
Andhra Pradesh has visited
East and West Godavari 
districts, official sources said on 
Wednesday. IANS
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River Cauvery, the lifeline
of Tamil Nadu, flows
quietly nowadays. The
political waters in the
State, too, resemble the

flow of Cauvery, though the former
may not be as pure and serene as the
sacred river. There are many under-
currents and swirls beneath the calm
that can even take a wild tusker
down to the river bed. 

Uncertainty is the hallmark of
Tamil Nadu’s political landscape as
this article is being written. The
main characters in the State’s vast
electoral arena are, as usual, the
Dravida Munnetra Kazhagam
(DMK) and the All India Anna
Dravida Munnetra Kazhagam
(AIADMK). These two Dravidian
majors have so far played the lead
roles while national parties like the
Indian National Congress and the
BJP, along with other fringe parties,
have been mere sidekicks.

The Congress, which ruled the
State uninterrupted till 1967, is a pale
shadow of what it was in the 1960s
because both the DMK and the
AIADMK have sucked the entire
blood out of India’s grand old party.
It is left with more leaders than the
cadre, according to political chron-
iclers like N Kalyanasundaram, a
close associate of the legendary K
Kamaraj.

The DMK has been out of power
in the State since a political tsuna-
mi by the name of J Jayalalithaa, who
obliterated the party in the two
Assembly elections held in 2011 and
2016 and also in the 2014 Lok Sabha
polls. But Jayalalithaa, who single-
handedly took on all her political
rivals, including M Karunanidhi of
the DMK, is not around to lead the
AIADMK. After her untimely death
on December 5, 2016, the AIADMK
has started disintegrating faster
than expected. The powerful faction
led by VK Sasikala, Jayalalithaa’s
closest aide till she breathed her last,
has come out of the AIADMK and
formed a new entity by the name of
Amma Makkal Munnetra
Kazhagam (AMMK), claiming to be
the true inheritor of Puratchi
Thalaivi’s legacy. The factions led by
Chief Minister Edappadi
Palaniswami (EPS) and deputy
Chief Minister O Panneerselvam
(OPS) are at each other’s throat.
There is no dearth of group wars in
the AIADMK as another faction led
by D Jayakumar, former Speaker, is
also in the fray to usurp the party’s
leadership.

The AIADMK had an electoral

alliance with the BJP in the 2019
Lok Sabha election. Both EPS
and OPS would not like to
remember that experience
because they violated the cardi-
nal rule set by Jayalalithaa that
there should not be any kind of
alliance with the BJP. The
Hindutva party, which contested
as a junior partner, drew a blank
while the AIADMK had to be
content with just one seat. The
other alliance partners, the Pattali
Makkal Katchi (PMK), the
Desiya Murpokku Dravida
Kazhagam (DMDK), the
Trinamool Congress (TMC) and
the Puthiya Tamilagam (PT), too
ended up as also-rans.

This time the AIADMK is like-
ly to keep the BJP out from its
electoral strategy because it is
afraid of losing the minority
votes. The Muslims in Tamil
Nadu are upset over the
Citizenship (Amendment) Act as
well as the abrogation of Article
370 of the Constitution. The
tightening of the Foreign
Currency Regulation Act and
Foreign Exchange Management
Act have throttled the revenue
sources of the churches and this
has affected many major initia-
tives like the anti-nuclear reactor
agitation at Kudankulam and the
evangelisation drive.

Except in the 1998 Lok Sabha
election, the AIADMK-BJP
alliance has been a total failure in
Tamil Nadu. Though pro-DMK
political commentators push the
theory that the EPS Government
is surviving because of the tacit
support of the BJP, there are no
visible signs of any deals between
these two parties. During the
2019 seat allocation discussions,
all that the BJP could get from the
AIADMK were five seats. The

attitude of the AIADMK leaders
towards the saffron brigade was
“take it or leave it”. The BJP did
not get any seats during the bien-
nial Rajya Sabha election from
the AIADMK. EPS played his
cards well and managed to get
whatever he had asked from the
Centre.

When he was sworn in as the
Chief Minister in February 2017
with the blessings of Sasikala,
who had to surrender at the
Parappana Agrahara Prison fol-
lowing the Supreme Court’s order
upholding the sentence in a dis-
proportionate asset case, Tamil
Nadu was agog with apprehen-
sion about the longevity of the
Government. Opposition leader
MK Stalin repeatedly said that the
EPS Government was in ICU
and hooked on to the life support
system provided by the BJP. But
EPS slowly and steadily took con-
trol of the situation despite the
wafer-thin majority in the House.

He survived many anxious
moments when 18 MLAs, owing
allegiance to Sasikala, withdrew
their support to him but they
were disqualified by the Speaker.
The byelection necessitated by
their disqualification saw the
AIADMK managing to win nine
seats though the DMK wrested
the remaining nine. The
AIADMK further consolidated
its position in the House by
wresting two more seats from the
DMK and the Congress. But that
is of academic interest only. 

The AIADMK is, indeed,
unlikely to repeat its perfor-
mances in the 2011 and 2016
Assembly elections and the 2014
Lok Sabha polls anymore because
of the absence of a charismatic
leader like Jayalalithaa. The inter-
nal struggle in the party would

add to the woes of EPS.
Besides, there is an anti-

incumbency sentiment which
has been fuelled by a section of
the media. Though there are
charges of corruption against the
Government, nothing has been
proved till date. Except for the
rioting at Thoothukudi, demand-
ing the closure of the Sterlite
Copper Plant, which resulted in
15 people losing their lives in
police firing, there were no major
incidents in the sphere of law and
order. The Government has to
convince the people about the
number of new jobs it has creat-
ed during the last five years and
also the steps it has taken to revive
the micro, small and medium
industries, which were shut down
as a result of the 2018 floods in
Chennai as well as the COVID-
19 pandemic.  

The DMK, too, is not in a
comfortable position due to
internal squabbles in the party,
though it has an advantage of
heading a secular front. The
general allegation is that the
party is being controlled by
Stalin’s wife Durga, son
Udhayanidhi and son-in-law
Sabari. The latter is credited
with rebooting and rebranding
Stalin, who has started sporting
a new hairstyle and wardrobe in
synchronisation with the chang-
ing times. For Stalin, it is a do or
die battle because age is not on
his side. At 68, he is the oldest
chief ministerial candidate in the
fray and would be Tamil Nadu’s
Joe Biden if he wrests power. M
Karunanidhi, his late father,
became the Chief Minister at the
age of 45 while his bete noire MG
Ramachandran was sworn in at
the age of 60. Jayalalithaa became
the Chief Minister for the first

time while she was just 43.
The allocation of seats to allies

would be a major hurdle for
Stalin in the run-up to the elec-
tion. Though the alliance part-
ners are yet to be finalised, it is
almost sure that the DMK-led
front would comprise the
Congress, the Communists, the
Muslim League and the
Viduthalai Chiruthaigal Katchi.
A question being asked is
whether PMK, the Vanniyar
dominated party, and Makkal
Needhi Maiam, the outfit
launched by Kamal Haasan,
would cast their lot with the
DMK. Dr S Ramadoss, founder
of the PMK, has only one mission
in his life, to make his son
Anbumani the Chief Minister of
Tamil Nadu. And film actor
Haasan has already declared that
he would be the chief minister-
ial candidate of his party. On the
other side, we have Vijayakanth,
founder of the DMDK, who too
has the same ambition.

There are only 234 seats at
stake in Tamil Nadu. DMK
would certainly pocket at least
130 seats because Stalin prefers
to form a Government of his own
and does not like to share power.
Even in 2006, when the party
won just 96 seats, M Karunanidhi
kept the alliance partners at bay
and ruled the State for five years
with outside support extended by
the allies. The Congress, the
Muslim League, the VCK and the
Communists are sure to ask
their pound of flesh this time. So,
Stalin is left with the task of win-
ning 91 per cent of the seats to
be contested by the DMK for
realising his dream of becoming
the Chief Minister.

The question that remains
unanswered is Rajnikanth and his
much talked about spiritual pol-
itics. Time is too short for
Rajnikanth to emulate what NT
Rama Rao did in Andhra
Pradesh in 1982 by launching the
Telugu Desam Party. The actor
himself is on record stating that
his doctors have advised him
against heavy work and also to be
careful about the pandemic.
Rajnikanth has undergone a kid-
ney transplant and at 70, is
unlikely to gamble with his life.
Moreover, he is more about hype
and politics is cricket to him.

As things stand today, Tamil
Nadu faces the prospect of a frac-
tured Assembly and discussions
are taking place about the kind
of permutations and combina-
tions the alliance Government
would have after the election. It
is too early to predict more than
this as the political line-up is yet
to be decided. The election is still
five months away and even five
days are too long a period in 
politics. Meanwhile, quiet flows
the Cauvery.

(The writer is a senior 
journalist)
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Sir — The Mahagathbandhan or
the grand alliance gave the
National Democratic Alliance
(NDA) a tough competition in
the Bihar Assembly election and
managed to win 110 seats.
However, one cannot overlook
the fact that it is because of the
debacle of the Congress party
that it lost a good opportunity to
form the Government. Against
the 70 seats allotted to the grand
old party, it was able to win only
19, thereby spoiling the alliance’s
chances of victory. The Rashtriya
Janata Dal (RJD) must be regret-
ting its decision to accommodate
the Congress with such a huge
number of seats.

The results of the Bihar elec-
tion should be an eye-opener to
the Dravida Munnetra
Kazhagam (DMK), which also
lost a fair chance of winning the
2016 Assembly elections main-
ly due to the abysmal perfor-
mance of its ally, the Congress.
The party managed to win only
eight constituencies against a
bulk of 41 seats it had demand-
ed. The DMK missed the magic
number of 117 by just 19 in the
said election. The southern party
has a very fair chance of winning
the Assembly elections in 2021.

It should, therefore, take a firm
stand not to allot more than what
the Congress deserves, maybe a
maximum of 10 seats. If the
Congress disagrees, it should be
dropped from the alliance and
DMK should face the election
along with other potential allies
or decide to contest in all the 234
constituencies on its own.

Tharcius S Fernando
Chennai

�����	�����	�����	
Sir — On November 10, Delhi
recorded 7,830 fresh
Coronavirus cases, the highest
single-day spike till date, taking
the infection tally in the nation-
al Capital to over 4.5 lakh with
83 fatalities, pushing the num-
ber of deaths to 7,143. The State
Government should re-impose
partial lockdowns in the city by

closing religious institutions,
cinema halls, restaurants and
other such places. With Diwali
just around the corner, super-
spreading events with attendees
not adhering to COVID proto-
cols must be prevented.
Following Mumbai’s system of
complete lockdown on Sundays,
the national Capital, too, needs
to work out a similar model.
There should be a complete

lockdown on weekends from 10
pm on Friday till 6 am on
Monday. 

Subhash Chandra Agrawal
Chandni Chowk 

���	����	���
Sir — The Indian Premier
League ended on a high note
with Mumbai Indians winning
the tournament. It is truly com-
mendable how the Board of
Control for Cricket in India and
Emirates Cricket Board along
with other stakeholders were
able to pull off such an event dur-
ing the ongoing pandemic. With
strict COVID protocols in place
and all the eight teams being kept
in strict, bio-secure “bubbles”
since landing in the UAE, the
organisers made sure that the
players and everyone else
involved were safe. And though
the stadiums were empty with-
out spectators, the game didn’t
lose its vigour and excitement as
millions of people followed it
from the safety of their homes.
It demonstrated how sport can
survive in the new normal.

M Pradyu
Kannur
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In an informal chat in April, the Samajwadi
Party (SP) national president Akhilesh
Yadav told this reporter that his party would

win 350 seats in the 2022 Uttar Pradesh (UP)
Assembly elections. “Anger is brewing among
the masses against the Yogi Adityanath
Government. They have made up their mind
to oust the BJP Government in UP. We only
need to channelise that anger to the polling
booths and we will succeed,” he had said glee-
fully. Theoretically he might be right but pol-
itics is all about sending the correct message
across. This requires political leaders to shun
their air-conditioned comfort and slog it out
in the heat and dust on the ground, shoulder-
to-shoulder with party workers. What hap-
pened in the recently-concluded byelections in
UP clearly shows Akhilesh’s disconnect with
ground reality. 

There is no doubt that people are angry
with BJP Governments — both at the Centre
and in the State — for various reasons, right
from the poor law and order situation to the
increase in economic woes. But the bypoll result
shows that the BJP was able to placate that anger
and convince voters that it was the only party
which could work for the betterment of the
masses. On the other hand, the Opposition
failed to channelise that anger into votes.

The bypolls were necessitated by the deaths
of sitting MLAs in Bulandshahr, Deoria,
Malhani, Naugaon Sadat and Ghatampur. The
Tundla seat fell vacant after its MLA, SP Singh
Baghel, was elected to the Lok Sabha, while the
Bangarmau seat in Unnao fell vacant after the
conviction of BJP MLA Kuldeep Singh Sengar
in a rape case. The results show that the SP
bagged just one seat, Malhani, out of the seven
it contested, by a margin of just over 3,000 votes,
while the BJP retained six seats. As per the
Election Commission figures, the BJP got a vote
share of 36.7 per cent, followed by 23.6 per cent
by the SP, 19 per cent by the Bahujan Samaj
Party (BSP), 7.5 per cent by the Congress and
11.4 per cent by others.

Seven is a miniscule number when you
compare it with the total strength of the UP
Assembly which stands at 403. But the num-
ber is enough to gauge the mood of the vot-
ers, particularly when the election was held in
the backdrop of the Hathras incident where a
Dalit girl was gang-raped and beaten up,
leading to her death after a prolonged strug-
gle for life in hospital. The incident raised a hue
and cry across the country and was equated to
the Nirbhaya case in Delhi. The Opposition
even demanded imposition of President’s Rule
in UP, saying the law and order situation in the
State was at its nadir and Chief Minister Yogi
Adityanath had lost the moral right to rule. 

Besides, the Opposition built a narrative of
the Thakur Chief Minister being anti-Brahmin
after the incident in Kanpur Dehat where gan-
glord Vikas Dubey gunned down eight police-
men and was later killed in a police encounter
while in transit from Ujjain in Madhya Pradesh
to Kanpur. The election in Deoria, in eastern
UP, where all the parties had fielded Brahmin
candidates, carried the tag of “a contest for
Brahmin samman (pride).” It was said that a
loss in Deoria would prove the anti-Brahmin

credentials of the UP Government. 
Then there was the socio-econom-

ic impact of the COVID-19 pandem-
ic and the reverse migration of labour-
ers from the cities to their native vil-
lages in UP and Bihar. This, and the
rise in prices of essential commodities
in the recent past, also added to the
woes of the ruling party. In this sce-
nario, the BJP’s loss in the byelections
would have lent credence to the
Opposition’s allegations that the pop-
ularity of the saffron party was on the
wane. But that did not occur. 

So what happened? Many factors
could have led to the victory of the BJP
in the byelections. One of them could
be the BSP entering the fray and forc-
ing a four-cornered contest, frag-
menting the negative vote. The BSP
did not have anything to lose in this
bypoll as the party had not won a sin-
gle seat in these seven constituencies
in the 2017 Assembly elections. At that
time it got 23.62 per cent votes and
this time, it got just about 19 per cent
votes. Though there has been a dip in
the percentage, by and large the party
has been able to retain its core vote-
bank of Dalits. In western UP,
Muslims, too, voted in favour of
Mayawati in patches despite her sui-
cidal statement about a secret deal
with the BJP to ensure the SP’s defeat
in the UP Legislative Council elec-
tions.

But the biggest sufferer is the SP,
despite clocking 23 per cent votes.
Though it won Malhani in Jaunpur, it
came second in the three seats of
Naugaon Sadat (Amroha), Tundla
(Firozabad) and Deoria. Shockingly,
the party was pushed to third position
in Bangarmau (Unnao) and fourth
place in the Ghatampur (Kanpur) seat.

Just a few days before polling, the SP
had roped in former Congress MP
from Unnao, Annu Tandon, but this
failed to give the party an impetus in
Bangarmau. In the 2017 Assembly
elections, the SP had got 25.27 per
cent votes in these six seats. So its
voteshare declined by around two per
cent in this bypoll.

The SP had left the seventh seat
of Bulandshahr for its ally, the
Rashtriya Lok Dal (RLD), which
could manage only 7,286 votes. In the
2017 Assembly elections, the party
had got over 17,000 votes from this
constituency but in the byelections,
both the RLD and the SP failed to
transfer their votes. The Congress, on
the other hand, did comparatively bet-
ter than the main Opposition parties
like the SP and the BSP.  The party
contested six seats and got only 7.5 per
cent votes but in three constituencies,
the Congress did better than the SP.
In Bangarmau and Ghatampur, it
was in second position while in
Bulandshahr it was in third place
where the alliance partners RLD and
SP came in fourth.

So the big question is if compla-
cency cost the Opposition parties dear.
The answer could be found in a com-
parison of the election strategy of the
BJP with that of the Congress, the SP
and the BSP. Aware that it was facing
an anti-incumbency factor, the BJP
did not leave anything to chance. In
the saffron party, Yogi Adityanath
took the lead and campaigned in all
the seven constituencies. Eight
Ministers were made in-charge of
seven constituencies and other
Ministers and senior party leaders
were asked to carry out intensive elec-
tion campaigns where they talked

about the policies of the Central and
State governments and how they had
benefited the poor. 

In comparison, Akhilesh and
Mayawati did not address a single
meeting, perhaps because they feared
the Coronavirus outbreak.  In
Mayawati’s absence, Satish Chandra
Mishra, who is the BSP’s Brahmin
face, led the party’s campaign. In the
grand old party,  only State Congress
president Ajay Kumar Lallu addressed
some meetings while senior leaders in
Delhi “operated” through tweets and
statements.

The style of campaigning of polit-
ical parties reflects the seriousness of
the leaders in the elections. Yogi led
the campaign by addressing public
meetings in all the Assembly con-
stituencies. The narrative of the bypoll
was very simple and Yogi only concen-
trated on the work his Government
had done in the last three-and-a-half
years. The election results have put a
stamp of approval on the develop-
ment-oriented approach of his
Government.

The UP byelection results have
sent a message loud and clear to the
Opposition. Its constituents need to
revisit their election strategy. Senior
SP, BSP and Congress leaders need to
come out of their comfort zone and
toil with party workers in the field.
This will not only invigorate their
cadres but also make these leaders
understand the ground realities. If
they fail to redesign their strategy, it
would be next to impossible for them
to arrest the BJP’s surge in UP in the
2022 elections. The time is now, for
them to learn some lessons in politics.

(The writer is Executive Director,
News, Lucknow)

-���(0�"	���������
����������
�������������������������
��3�����
����
������#�-��	������
�������
�
��������
�����
�
��	������
�
�������������������


�7
1 & ' � * � ( � � � 6


���"�0���
/��*���"�6�

6��
�	���� 5(*�

L�� ������!/�����������%�#������������#�������#���#�
����������� ����������#��&�	���������������������#����

����##�����������������%��$�������������� ��

	��
.����%�6�'8��

������A����>
.
8.	+�	�+�5A

8��	�	.�
8.��	��

��>��������
���	�?�������>

������.����&
A�+	�.�	�A.�.��

�������
.
8.	+��5A
.������	�+

8?5�	

���	�+��	��.��

����.���
5�A
����	�?��	��&

�����.��.�	B�
�>�����5A8���

�.��B��A
�	
8���.���

������A
������.���

����������@
�	��+�B���
���
�.�������	�����
�.��������'.��'

.'�.�>�A�.��&
�88��	�	��

��.������	�����
�	������+��?��

0����	!
�����
	?0!@	�����
�
��	��	������
�
�	�
������
��	������
	���	����
�����	4�������
	�
��
��	��	���	����
	��
����	���
	���	���
��	�����
�
��	��	��
	��	���	���
���
��

�����������	������
�	�
����
�	����
�����	�������	���
	���	�
�����(
���	0
��
�	��
	0!	��������	��	�����
�	��	�
���
�	��	��������
�
���
	�����	�
�
����
���	���
����
��	�������	�
�������	�
�
����
��	���
��	���	#���	������	���	����
	
����
�������	#�
�
���
�	��
�
	��	��	���
��
�

�	���	�	��������	�����	��	
�����
	��
	��������	��	0!	�����
��
��	������
	�
������(������	�����	���
���	��	��
	������	
�������


�����	��
	���������
	��	�
�
����	�����	�������	���	��
	����
��
��	��	�������������	4���
��	�����
��	��
���	���
	��������������	����(
����	��	�������	�
��������	������	��������	�
��
��	���	��"����������

��������	���	�������	����	��������
����	���	��
	��������	�
��(
�������	������
	��	����
��	���
	����	��������������	������	

E�
�	��
�	��	�
������	�
���	�����������	0!	��������	�����	�����
��	
��
���������	B����
	������
�	��
������	���	����
�����	��
�
	���
���
��	�
	��	��
��	�����������	�
��

�	�����
���	���	��������	0!�	*���

�����
���	0!	��	���
	��	�	������	��	�
	������
�
�	��
	�
��	
����(

�	��	��
	��������	��������	0!	����
���	��
	����	��
�������	��	���(
�����	
����

	�
�
���	��������
�	���	�������	���
�	���	�
��(
��������	#�
�
	��
	�
�
���	��
��	����	��
	�
��	������
�
�	��	�����(
������	0!�	���
	�	����	��������
	�����������	�
��

�	��
	���
	����(
�
��	��������
	���	��
	���
��	�����
�
��	����
���	E����

	���(
��
�
��	�����	��
	�����	�
�
���	��	�����
�	����	��	�
��������
������	������	��������	0!	��������
�	���	��	���	#�
�
	���
	��
����
������	����	����
�����
	����
��	���	����
����
�	����
�	

��������	��D
���
	���
���
���	��
	���
	��	0!	�����
�
��	�
��(
��"�
��	���
	������
�	����
������	��������	���	��	��	��	
�����

�����	����������
��	��
	���
�	���	�	�����������	���
	��	�
��
��	���
��"���������	���	�
�	����
�	
����
��	#�
	����	������
	���������
��
���
���������	��	�	������&�	����
�����
	��������
	�
�
���
�
�������	
����
�	
����

��	0!	��������
�	��
	���
	���
	F��
(
��D
(����	����G	6��	�������
�	��	����
�����	��	������	�
	����
��
�	����
���	��������	������	���
	��
	���
	����
�	��	�����	��	���
��������
2
����
�	���	���	����	�
-	+��
	��	�
"���
	��	���
	����	���
���
0��
�
��	����	��	��	�����������	��	��
���
��	��	0!�	����	���	F<:	�����
��	"�����	��������G	���	�
	�	��������	����
�
��	���	���	����
���	#���
��
	��	��������	��	�
��	��
���
	���	��	���	�
	����	
��
����
�	0
��
�
�����������	0!	���������	��	���	�
��	�
��
��	���
	�
��
�	�
�������
�����	����
	�
�����
�	��	����
	��������������	
��
����
�
���	

*�
�
	��
�	��
	��������	��
-	1��	�
�
����
��	�
��
�
	����	��

�
	��	�
��
�	�
������	��	�������
�	����
�	0!	�
����
�
���	��

�����
�	��	!
����	��	)��
���
���	��	��������
��	������
�	����
(
�����	���	������
�
��	��	+��(+����	����
��	1
�����	���
	0!	�������(
����	"������	��������	���	������
�	����
�����	��
�	��	������	��
(
���	���
���	��	�����
�	����
����	���	��
	���
�	����
��	��
	�����(
�
����	�����
��
	��	���������	���
��	�
��������	0��
�
��	������(
���	��	��
	4�������
	8
��
�����	4������	?9::;@�	��
	���	����	���(
��������	���	�������	��
��	��	0!	�
����
�
���	����	��	��	����
��
�
�������	�����	�����	�������	���	��������
	0!	��	�����
��	��

�
����	���
�	���
	���	�
������	���
��
	���	����	�

�	��
�	��	���(
�
�����	������
	���	��
�������	���	���	�
	
��
��
�	��	0!	����(
�����	����	)�	�
���	�	���������	�	������	�
�
�����
	���	��
��	����
(
����	����	������	��
	�
������(������	���������	��	���	�
�
���	+������
��	������
	���	����
����	���������	0!	�
���	��	�����
�	��������	���
��
5	���
���	6��	�������������	��	����
�
	����
���	
��
����
	���	���(
�
�������	�
������(������	��	�
"���
�	��	������
�	����
����	���	���(

��	����
���	

F#��
������G	��	��
	�
��	����
�	���	�
������	���
��
	��	�����
���
��	�
�����
��	)�	�����	F���
������G	��	��	0!	����	������
	��	��
�����������	���	����	����
����	��	��	���
��	)�	��	�
��
�
�	����	����
��
	�����	��	��
�	��	0!�	��������������	����
��	���	�
	������
�
�	
��������	��
	�
�������	��	���
��	�
�����
��	��	����	����
��
��	���
������	
����
��	����
��	����	���
	��	�������
�	���	�
����

��	0!	�������
�	���	��
	��	��
	������
�	�
������(������	"�����
�����	���
��	�
�����
�	����������	��
	�����	+������	��	��
	������

���	����
����	�
�����
���	���
��	�
�������	
����	��	�������	�
�
��
������	�	�����	����	���
�������	���	�����
��	�
������	�����	��

��������
	�����	���	��
��	�
������	���
���	#�	����	��	��	��	�����
�(
����	���	�����
���	�����
��	��������	����
��
��	0!	������	�����
���
	��	�	���"�
	���������	������
�	��	���
���	����	�	�
���
�(
���
	��	���������	�
�������	���	���	����	�	����
��	��	����
�
��(
���	�
��������	E�
�	����	����	���
	��
	F���
������G	�
������	���(

��
	�������
	�	��
�����	�����	����	���������
	�
������(���
��	��
���
	��
	�����	�����
�	���	�
�
���	���
�������
�	����	�����
���	���(
�
���	*������	�	����
�	����
�����	��	��	
��	��	�
�	����	��	�����
�����������	���	��������	���	���
	�����	��	��
	�
	����
��	���	��
�
(
���
�	��
	�����
���	�������	

?
�����	�������������	����������������	����������	��������@

When Americans cast their
ballot for the President on
November 3, they weren’t

voting directly for Joe Biden or the
incumbent, President Donald Trump,
but rather for their State’s electors. In
the US, a candidate becomes
President by securing the most “elec-
toral” votes rather than by winning
a majority of the national popular
vote. Electors generally cast their vote
for the winner of the popular vote in
their respective States. They are slat-
ed to meet on December 14 and the
winner must get a minimum of 270
votes.

In case no one receives the min-
imum prescribed votes, the House of
Representatives elects the President
and the Senate elects the Vice-
President. The Electoral College and
its procedure was established by

Article II of the US Constitution and
the 12th and the 23rd Constitution
Amendments. Though Joe Biden
has clearly won and is now the
President-elect, the outgoing
President has put unsubstantiated
charges of electoral fraud and
embroiled the process in court cases.
Trump’s campaign on November 9
filed a lawsuit in a Pennsylvania fed-
eral court, seeking to block State offi-
cials from certifying Biden’s victory
there.

In any case, the declaration of
formal victory will have to wait as the
538 members of the Electoral College
will cast their votes on December 14
and the votes will be counted and cer-
tified by the Congress in a joint sit-
ting to be held on January 6, 2021 in
a session presided over by the Vice-
President. The President-elect will be
sworn in on January 20, 2021.

The question that agitates the
people across the world is why the
founding fathers of the US enshrined
such a complex electoral system in
the Constitution. There are many
presidential electoral systems to
choose from. For instance, in India
— a parliamentary system — the
President is elected by an Electoral
College comprising the elected mem-

bers of both the Houses of Parliament
and the elected members of the
Legislative Assemblies of the States.
In France, the President is elected by
popular votes based on the two-
round election system since 1965, if
no candidate wins a majority of the
votes in the first round. Many other
countries, like Brazil, Bulgaria, Iran,
Poland, Russia, Turkey and so on,
have the two-round system or second
ballot/runoff ballot, if no candidate
receives the stipulated number of
votes in the first round. Sri Lanka has
a variant of the contingent vote sys-
tem to elect the President. If no can-
didate receives an overall majority of
first preference votes on the first
count, then all, but the two leading
candidates, are eliminated and their
votes redistributed to help determine
a winner in a second and final
round.

However, the US Presidential
electoral system is an amalgamation
of popular election — that is popu-
lar votes and indirect election —
comprising the Electoral College.
Alexander Hamilton, one of the
main architects of the US
Constitution, wrote  in The Federalist
Papers about the key advantages of
the Electoral College, “The electors

come directly from the people and for
that purpose only, and for that time
only. This avoided a party-run legis-
lature or a permanent body that could
be influenced by foreign interests
before each election.”  The makers of
the Constitution believed that since
the election would take place among
all the States, so no corruption in any
State could taint “the great body of
the people” in their selection. It was
also felt  that the “electors’ meeting
in the State capitals would be able to
have information unavailable to the
general public.” Besides, it was argued
that “since no federal officeholder
could be an elector, none of the elec-
tors would be beholden to any pres-
idential candidate.”

Another consideration was that
the decision to elect the President by
the members of the Electoral College
would be made without “tumult and
disorder”, as it would be a broad-
based one, made simultaneously in
various locales where the decision-
makers could deliberate reasonably,
without threat or intimidation. “If the
Electoral College did not achieve a
decisive majority, then the House of
Representatives was to choose the
president....” The Constitution mak-
ers were apprehensive about some-

body unqualified but with a talent for
“low intrigue, and the little arts of
popularity” attaining high office,
and, therefore, conscientiously struck
a novel compromise between the two
systems. However, in actual practice,
the process of forming the Electoral
College has little significance as the
voters choose the presidential candi-
date and his running mate and the
winner takes all the votes assigned to
a particular State, regardless of any
narrow gap in the popular votes
secured. 

For instance, the State of Georgia
is allocated 16 members in the
Electoral College. As per the last
count (final count awaited), Joe
Biden secured 49.5, Trump 49.2 and
Jo Jorgensen 1.2 per cent votes. If after
the final count, Biden retains the lead,
there will be no proportional distri-
bution of the votes secured and all the
16 members thus elected will be of
the Democratic candidate led by Joe
Biden, giving credence to the dictum
the “winner takes it all.” 

The States of Maine and
Nebraska are two exceptions where,
instead of a winner-takes-it all sys-
tem, the vote goes through what’s
known as the “Congressional district
method.” This system — used in

Maine since 1972 and in Nebraska
since 1992 — allocates two electoral
votes to the Statewide winner but
allows each Congressional district to
award one electoral vote to the pop-
ular vote winner in its locality. In
Maine, this means that two out of
four electoral votes can go to some-
one other than the Statewide winner;
in Nebraska, three out of five electoral
votes remain in play. 

The members of the Electoral
College, with rare inconsequential
exceptions, do not disregard the
popular vote by casting their vote for
someone other than the party candi-
date. They hold, generally, a leader-
ship position in their party or are
trusted party loyalists who will
uphold their pledge. A majority of the
States have their own laws against
faithless electors. Taking the votes on
party lines for granted, the rationale
of having an Electoral College
inspires little confidence as it has
become antiquarian and pointless. 

Insofar as the federal character of
the votes is concerned, that is guar-
anteed by the number of seats allo-
cated to each of the States and terri-
tories, including District Columbia,
for the presidential election, based on
the twin principles of federalism and

population. This is reflected in the
composition of the Senate, which has
100 members, two from each State
regardless of its size and population
and the House of Representatives,
comprising 435 members, elected by
each of the States and territories.
California sends 53 members and
smaller States like Delaware have one
member. 

In 2000, Democrat Al Gore
received 50,999,897 votes; Republican
George Bush received 50,456,002. In
the Electoral College count, howev-
er, Bush, who tallied 271 electors to
Gore’s 266, became the President. In
2016,  Hilary Clinton received
65,853,514 votes to  Donald Trump’s
62,984,828, but Trump got 304 elec-
toral votes and Hillary Clinton 227.

The Electoral College system
distorts the campaign as candidates
give extra consideration to swing
States, often compromising gover-
nance, and give over-representation
to smaller States. Moreover, till the
final count by the Congress, there is
a long, eerie silence and speculation
about a possible tie. But perhaps the
people of the US are happy and con-
tent with this.

(The writer is former Additional
Secretary, Lok Sabha)
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Washington: A day after
President Donald Trump fired
Defense Secretary Mark Esper,
three staunch loyalists to the
president were named to top
defense jobs. Among them was
a former Fox News commen-
tator who failed to get through
Senate confirmation because of
offensive remarks he made,
including about Islam.

The abrupt changes sent
reverberations through the
Pentagon as nervous civilian
and military personnel waited
for the next shoe to drop. And
they fuelled worries of a wider
effort to drum out anyone
considered not loyal enough to
Trump. AP

Hong Kong: Hong Kong’s pro-
democracy lawmakers have
resigned en masse following a
move by the city’s government
to disqualify four pro-democ-
racy legislators.

The pro-democracy camp
announced their decision in a
news conference Wednesday,
hours after the Hong Kong gov-
ernment said it would be dis-
qualifying four pro-democra-
cy legislators — Alvin Yeung,
Dennis Kwok, Kwok Ka-ki and
Kenneth Leung — from the
legislature.

The disqualifications came
after China’s National People’s
Congress Standing Committee,
which held meetings on
Tuesday and Wednesday, passed
a resolution stating that those
who support Hong Kong’s inde-
pendence or refuse to acknowl-
edge China’s sovereignty over
the city, as well as commit acts
that threaten national security
or ask external forces to inter-
fere in the city’s affairs, should
be disqualified. 

“Today we will resign from
our positions, because our
partners, our colleagues have
been disqualified by the central
government’s ruthless move,”
Wu Chi-wai, convener of the
pro-democracy camp, said at

the news conference.
“Although we are facing a

lot of difficulties in the coming
future for the fight of democ-
racy, but we will never, never
give up,” he said.

Wu said that the pro-
democracy legislators will hand
in their resignation letters on
Thursday. During the news
conference, pro-democracy
lawmakers chanted “Hong
Kong add oil, together we
stand” while holding hands.

Earlier in the year, the four
now-disqualified pro-democ-
racy lawmakers were barred
from running for legislative

elections originally scheduled
for September, prior to the gov-
ernment stating that it would
postpone the elections by a year
due to the coronavirus situa-
tion. The four lawmakers later
remained in their posts fol-
lowing the postponement.

The elections postpone-
ment was criticised by the pro-
democracy camp as an attempt
to block them from taking a
majority of seats in the legisla-
ture, after they had held an
unofficial pro-democracy pri-
mary participated in by over
600,000 voters to decide which
candidates to field. AP

Lahore: Pakistan’s Opposition
leader and PML-N President
Shahbaz Sharif and his son
Hamza were indicted in a
money laundering case by an
accountability court here on
Wednesday.

The country’s anti-graft
body, National Accountability
Bureau (NAB), framed the
charges against Shahbaz, who is
the younger brother of deposed
prime minister Nawaz Sharif,
and Opposition leader in Punjab
Assembly Hamza in the
accountability court of Judge
Jawadul Hasan.

Both the father and son have
denied the charges and pleaded
for innocence.

Shahbaz told the court that
his political opponents, referring
Prime Minister Imran Khan,

had instituted false cases against
him and his family members.

“I had saved only Rupees 81
billion from the Lahore metro
train project and in 10 years as
chief minister of  Punjab I saved
trillions of rupees in different
development projects. If a sin-
gle rupee corruption is proved
against me even after my death,
take me out of the grave and
hang me,” he said.

He said the NAB was being
used for political engineering
against the Opposition.

“NAB has yet to bring forth
any evidence against me and
my family members,” Shahbaz
said and informed the court
that he had severe backache,
but the jail authorities ignored
this and brought him to the
court in an armoured car.  PTI 

Nairobi: Up to 200,000
refugees could pour into Sudan
while fleeing the deadly conflict
in Ethiopia’s northern Tigray
region, officials say, while the
first details are emerging of
largely cut-off civilians under
growing strain.

Long lines have appeared
outside bread shops in the
Tigray region, and supply-
laden trucks are stranded at its
borders, the United Nations
humanitarian chief in the
country told The Associated
Press in an interview.

“We want to have human-
itarian access as soon as possi-
ble,” Sajjad Mohammad Sajid
said. “Fuel and food are need-
ed urgently.” Up to 2 million
people in Tigray have a “very,
very difficult time,” he said late

Tuesday, including hundreds of
thousands of displaced people.

Communications remain
almost completely severed with
the Tigray region a week after
Ethiopia’s Nobel Peace Prize-
winning Prime Minister Abiy
Ahmed announced a military
offensive in response to an
alleged attack by regional
forces. 

He insists there will be no
negotiations with a regional
government he considers ille-
gal until its ruling “clique” is
arrested and its well-stocked
arsenal is destroyed.

The standoff leaves nearly
900 aid workers in the Tigray
region from the UN and other
groups struggling to contact the
outside world with pleas for
help. AP

Washington: Some dramatic
moves on immigration are
expected in the early days of the
Biden administration. Joe Biden
will likely use executive orders
to reverse some of President
Donald Trump’s most contro-
versial actions, rolling back
moves that were a central fea-
ture of his administration and
important to his base.

The Biden administration
plans to restore protection for
people brought to the US ille-
gally as minors and stop using
Pentagon funds to build a bor-
der wall. 

Biden unveiled a detailed,
highly ambitious plan on
immigration, but it will take
time to undo many actions
taken by Trump. The incoming
president will also likely face a
divided Congress, making it
difficult to enact any kind of
sweeping, comprehensive

changes to the nation’s immi-
gration system. 

Restricting immigration
was a signature issue for
Trump, who infamously called
Mexicans rapists as he pledged
to build border wall in launch-
ing his campaign. His admin-
istration banned travellers from
some predominantly Muslim
countries as one of its first acts,
took many steps to limit legal
immigration and cut the num-
ber of refugees allowed in the
country by 80 per cent.

Biden has said “immigra-
tion is central to who we are as
a nation,” noting that most
Americans can trace their
ancestry to immigrants, but it
isn’t a core issue. It’s not even
mentioned on his transition
website’s top priorities:
COVID-19, economic recov-
ery, racial justice and climate
change. AP
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Washington: Donald Trump
not conceding defeat in the US
election is “an embarrassment”
and that “will not help the
President’s legacy,” President-
elect Joe Biden has said, assert-
ing that his transition plans have
remained unaffected and he has
started talking to world leaders.

Trump has declined to con-
cede the closely-fought
November 3 presidential race to
Democrat Biden and is mount-
ing legal fights in several states,
but there has been no evidence
of voter irregularities or wide-
spread fraud in the election —
billed as one of the most divisive
and bitter in recent American his-
tory.

The president-elect was
asked by a reporter on Tuesday
what he thought of President
Trump’s refusal to acknowledge
defeat.

“I just think it’s an embar-
rassment, quite frankly,” Biden

said in his hometown in
Wilmington, Delaware.

“The only thing that, how
can I say this tactfully, I think it
will not help the president’s lega-
cy,” 77-year-old Biden said.

The Trump administration’s
refusal to initiate the transition
process “does not change the
dynamic at all in what we’re able
to do,” Biden said.

“We don’t see anything that’s
slowing us down, quite frankly,”
he said.

“At the end of the day, you
know, it’s all going to come to
fruition on January 20,” he added,

referring to inauguration day.
“Between now and then my

hope and expectation is that the
American people do know and
do understand that there has
been a transition. Even among
Republicans...Who voted for the
president, I understand the sense
of loss. I get that,” he said.

Biden hoped that those who
voted for him and those for
Trump would come together. 

“I think they’re ready to
unite and I believe we can pull the
country out of this bitter politics
that we’ve seen for the last five,
six and seven years,” he said.

The President-elect said that
he has already begun the transi-
tion. “We are well underway. The
ability for the administration in
any way by failure to recognise
our win does not change the
dynamic at all in what we’re able
to do,” he said, noting that a day
earlier he has announced his
COVID-19 advisory board. PTI 
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Washington: Vice President-
elect Kamala Harris has said
that Americans have made a
clear choice in favour of Joe
Biden, who won decisively
against incumbent President
Donald Trump with more votes
than ever cast in the country’s
history.

President-elect Biden
received more than 76.4 million
votes and so far, has 279 of the
538 electoral college votes,
according to The New York
Times.

Outgoing President Trump
received 71.7 million votes and
214 electoral college votes.
Counting of votes for 45 elec-
toral college votes are still going

on. To win the race for the
White House, a candidate needs
at least 270 electoral college
votes.

Trump, 74, has refused to
concede the election, while the
mainstream US media has
declared 77-year-old
Democratic presidential candi-
date Biden as the winner, who
is now the President-elect.

In the US electoral system,
traditionally it is the major
media networks which declare
the winner while certified elec-
tion results are declared weeks
later. This is unlike in India,
where the Election Commission
is the only authority to declare
the winner of an election. PTI
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Mumbai:Rallying for the
eighth consecutive session,
equity benchmark Sensex
surged 316.02 points to close at
a fresh lifetime high on
Wednesday, tracking largely
positive cues from global mar-
kets and strong foreign fund
inflows.

After touching its all-time
peak of 43,708.47 during the
session, the 30-share BSE index
settled 316.02 points or 0.73 per
cent higher at 43,593.67.

Similarly, the broader NSE
Nifty touched a fresh intra-day
high of 12,769.75. It finished
118.05 points or 0.93 per cent
up at its closing record of
12,749.15.

Tata Steel was the top gain-
er among the Sensex con-
stituents, surging around 8 per
cent, followed by Axis Bank,
Bajaj Finserv, ITC, Infosys,
Sun Pharma, Kotak Bank,
ONGC and UltraTech Cement.

On the other hand,
IndusInd Bank, Reliance
Industries, Titan, Asian Paints
and HDFC Bank were in the
red.

Domestic markets

remained upbeat and extend-
ed gain for the eighth consec-
utive day as positive senti-
ments among investors fol-
lowing clarity of coronavirus
vaccine by BioNTech-Pfizer
and strong 2Q corporate earn-
ings persist, said Arjun Yash
Mahajan Head Institutional
Business at Reliance Securities.

"While market witnessed
some amount of volatility today
led by profit booking in some
of heavyweights, a sharp
rebound in pharma, metals, IT
and auto stocks supported mar-
ket rally," he added.

Additionally, NDA's win in
Bihar assembly elections bode
well for domestic equities, he
noted.

Elsewhere in Asia, bours-
es in Shanghai and Hong Kong
ended in the red, while Seoul
and Tokyo closed with gains.

Stock exchanges in Europe
were trading on a positive note
in early deals.

Meanwhile, international
oil benchmark Brent crude
was trading 3.12 per cent high-
er at USD 44.98 per barrel.

PTI

���	�>�������	�?0+��	��������	����
���	�����@�*��������		�	�0"%322

New Delhi: Prime Minister
Narendra Modi on Wednesday
underscored tax reforms of
the past six years to say India
has moved from tax terrorism
to tax transparency.

Speaking at the inaugura-
tion of an office-cum-residen-
tial complex of the Income Tax
Appellate Tribunal at Cuttack,
Modi highlighted the reduction
in the corporate tax rate, sim-
plified rate structure for indi-
vidual taxpayers, faceless
appeals and quick refunds.

"Tax terrorism was a com-
mon refrain during past gov-
ernments. The nation has left
that behind and moved
towards tax transparency," he

said.
"The change from tax ter-

rorism to tax transparency has
happened because we have
propagated the concept of
reform, perform and trans-
form," he emphasised.

The Prime Minister fur-
ther said not much happened
post Independence to change
the exploited and exploiter
relation between the taxpayer
and tax collector.

But now change is hap-
pening, he said and went on to
cite measures like faceless
appeals, quick refunds and dis-
pute resolution mechanism.

"We are reforming rules
and procedures and using tech-

nology," he said, adding the tax
administration is being trans-
formed.

India, he said, is among the
select few nations which have
codified rights and responsi-
bilities of taxpayers. "This is an
important step in restoring
trust and transparency between
taxpayer and tax 
collector."

Stating that wealth cre-
ators should be honoured, he
said easing their problems will
help in growth of the economy.

Acceptance of as many as
99.75 per cent of the tax returns
without a doubt is a step
towards trusting the taxpayer,
he added. PTI
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Mumbai: The rupee declined
by 18 paise to close at 74.36
against the US dollar on
Wednesday, tracking a
strengthening American cur-
rency in the overseas market
and higher crude prices.

However, a strong rally in
domestic equities and unabat-
ed foreign fund inflows restrict-
ed the slide of the domestic
unit, forex traders said.

At the interbank foreign
exchange market, the local
currency opened on a weak
note at 74.24 and swung
between the day's high of 74.18
and a low of 74.50 to the US
dollar.

The rupee finally settled at
74.36 against the greenback,
down 18 paise over its previous
close.

The rupee had ended at
74.18 on Tuesday. PTI
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Mumbai: Global payments
major Visa on Wednesday
responded to the Indian gov-
ernment's push for adoption of
RuPay cards, saying presence of
all kinds of players fosters
innovation and offers cus-
tomers a choice.

A day after Finance
Minister Nirmala Sitharaman
asked banks to "only promote"
RuPay cards, Visa's country
manager for India and South
Asia T R Ramachandran said
that digital payments penetra-
tion is very low in India at only
18 per cent of overall person-
al consumption 
expenditure.

"We all have our roles to
play," Ramachandran, whose
company along with peer
Mastercard competes with the
Rupay alternative offered by
National Payments
Corporation of India (NPCI),
said.

Talking to reporters, he
said that India is a large coun-
try and unlike the western
countries, where it is a zero-
sum game, where somebody
has to lose for somebody to
win.

"Given the statistics... That
under 18 per cent of private
consumption expenditure is
digitised, I would argue it takes

all kinds of players, domestic,
international etc because that
fosters innovation, that fosters
customer choice," he said.

Addressing the annual
general meeting of the Indian
Banks Association on Tuesday,
Sitharaman had asked lenders
to "only promote" Rupay cards
to their customers.

"RuPay card will have to be
the only card you promote.
Whoever needs a card, RuPay
will be the only card you would
promote," she had said in the
remarks which come at a time
when self-reliance has become
a key policy goal for 
India. PTI

Mumbai:Twelve major state
governments including
Maharashtra, Punjab and
Gujarat may have to go for an
aggregate cut of Rs 2.5-2.7 tril-
lion in their budgeted capital
spending in the current fiscal
to make up for shortfall in rev-
enue due to COVID-19 pan-
demic, rating agency Icra said
in a report.

The other states include
Andhra Pradesh, Haryana,
Karnataka, Kerala, Rajasthan,
Tamil Nadu, Telangana, Uttar
Pradesh and West Bengal.

"Twelve major state gov-
ernments may have to under-
take an aggregate cut of Rs 2.5-
2.7 trillion in their budgeted
capital spending in FY2021, on
account of the pandemic-
induced strain to their revenue
receipts," Icra said.

It has projected the aggre-
gate debt of these 12 states to
deteriorate sharply to 28.9 per
cent of Gross State Domestic

Product (GSDP) in FY2021
from 21.9 per cent of GSDP in
FY2019, and an estimated 22.3
per cent of GSDP in 
FY2020. According to Icra's
group head (corporate sector
ratings) Jayanta Roy, "The pan-
demic has dealt a sharp revenue
shock to the state governments
in the current fiscal.  "While the
gap in GST compensation is
largely proposed to be financed
through additional borrow-
ings, the expected substantial
shortfall in central tax devolu-
tion would severely restrict
the ability of the states to
undertake growth-reviving
capital expenditure in FY2021,"
Roy added.

Given their limited flexi-
bility to curtail or defer rev-
enue spending, the agency's
projections reveal a sharp
widening of the combined rev-
enue deficit of the states in its
sample to Rs 5.8 trillion, or 3.9
per cent of its estimate of
GSDP in FY2021, from the
level of Rs 82,200 crore bud-
geted by these states for
FY2021. Roy said funding a
revenue deficit of this magni-
tude would absorb a huge part
of the enhanced borrowing
limit of the state governments,
leaving many of them with lit-
tle option other than substan-
tially compressing capital
expenditure. PTI
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Gurugram: RITES Ltd, the
leading Transport
Infrastructure Consultancy and
Engineering company, report-
ed its standalone and consoli-
dated financial results for the
Quarter and Half Year ended
on 30th September, 
2020.

Total Revenue stands at
�500 crore against �888 crore
in Q2FY20. while Q2FY21 rev-
enue increased by 33% over
Q1FY21 showing strong recov-
ery

EBITDA stands at �189
crore with sustained margin of
37.9% against `339 crore in
Q2FY20

Profit After Tax stands at
�132 crore with margin of
26.5% against �237 crore in
Q2FY20

Order Book at new high of
�6661 crore with order inflow
of � 948 crore in Q2FY21

Total Revenue stands at
�488 crore against �874 crore
in Q2FY20

EBITDA stands at �183
crore with sustained margin of
37.4% against �328 crore in
Q2FY20

Profit After Tax stands at
�131 crore with margin of
26.8% against �233 crore in
Q2FY20

Commenting on the
results, Mr. Rajeev Mehrotra,
Chairman and Managing
Director, RITES Limited, said,
"Despite current scenario,
Q2FY21 revenue has increased
by 33% over the previous quar-
ter. The company continued to
focus on project execution,

order book consolidation and
sustaining margins."

Revenue and Profit for
Q2FY21

The consolidated revenue
in Q2FY21 has decreased to
`500 crore as against `888
crore in Q2FY20 mainly on
account of export deliveries not
scheduled during this quarter
and final settlement amount of
`91 crore from a foreign client
during Q2FY20. 

Similarly, operating rev-
enue, excluding other income,
stands at �439 crore in Q2FY21
as against �746 crore in
Q2FY20. EBITDA and PAT
stand at �189 crore and �132
crore against �339 crore and
�237 crore, respectively, in
Q2FY20. EBITDA and PAT
margins are sustained and
stand at 37.9% and 26.5%,
respectively due to expeditious
execution and timely imple-
mentation of cost control mea-
sures.

The total revenue on YoY
basis in Q2FY21 has decreased
by 44.1% to `488 crore.
Similarly, operating revenue,
excluding other income, stands
at `422 crore in Q2FY21
against `726 crore in Q2FY20.
If exports are excluded, oper-
ating revenue has fallen by 9%
on YoY basis. 

EBITDA and PAT stand at
�183 crore and `131 crore
against �328 crore and `233
crore, respectively, in Q2FY20.
EBITDA and PAT margins are
sustained and stand at 37.4%
and 26.8%, respectively.
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New Delhi: The government on
Wednesday approved the
revamped viability gap funding
(VGF) scheme envisaging a total
outlay of Rs 8,100 crore for
encouraging investment in social
as well as economic infrastruc-
ture projects.The Cabinet
Committee on Economic Affairs
has approved continuation and
revamping of the scheme for
financial support to public-pri-
vate partnerships (PPPs) in infra-
structure VGF scheme till 2024-
25, Information and

Broadcasting Minister Prakash
Javadekar told reporters here.

The revamped scheme will
provide financial support to
PPP projects in the infrastructure
sector spread over a period of five
years ending 2024-25.

Of the total amount of Rs
8,100 crore, Rs 6,000 crore has
been earmarked for PPP projects
in the economic infrastructure
segment and remaining Rs 2,100
crore for social infrastructure
projects, said an official release
after the Cabinet meeting.

The earlier VGF scheme
was limited to projects con-
cerning economic infrastruc-
ture.The revamped VGF scheme
will attract more PPP projects
and facilitate private investment
in the social sectors (health,
education, waste water, solid
waste management and water
supply, among others).

Creation of new hospitals
and schools will create many
opportunities to boost employ-
ment generation, according to an
official release. PTI

The ESI Corporation in its Meeting held on 20.08.2020 had
extended the Scheme, 'Atal Beemit Vyakti Kalyan Yojana' from
01.07.2020 to 30.06.2021. It was also decided to enhance the rate
of relief under the scheme from present 25 % of the average daily
earning to 50% of average daily earning and also relax the eli-
gibility conditions for the period 24.03.2020 to 31.12.2020 to pro-
vide relief to the workers who have become unemployed dur-
ing COVID-19 Pandemic.

While analysing the response of the beneficiaries to the
Scheme under relaxed conditions, it was found that the condi-
tion of submitting the claim in Affidavit Form is causing incon-
venience to the claimants. Considering the difficulties faced by
the beneficiaries, it has now been decided that the claimant who
has submitted the claim under Atal Beemit Vyakti Kalyan Yojana
online and uploaded the scanned copies of the required docu-
ments i.e. copies of Aadhar and Bank details need not submit
the physical claim. If the documents are not uploaded at the time
of online filing of the claim, claimant will submit the printout
of the claim duly signed along with the required documents.
Condition for submitting the claim in Affidavit Form has been
dispensed with.
ESI Scheme in India

The Employees' State Insurance Corporation is a pioneer
Social Security organization providing comprehensive social secu-
rity benefits like reasonable Medical Care and a range of Cash
Benefits in times of need such as employment injury, sickness,
death etc. It is covering about 3.49 Crores of family units of work-
ers and providing matchless cash benefits and reasonable med-
ical care to its 13.56 crore beneficiaries. Today, its infrastructure
has increased many folds with 1520 Dispensaries (including
mobile dispensaries)/307 ISM Units and 159 ESI Hospitals, 793
Branch/Pay Offices and 64 Regional & Sub-Regional Offices. The
ESI Scheme today stands implemented in 566 districts in 34 states
and Union Territories of the country.
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NewDelhi:The Competition
Commission of India (CCI) on
Wednesday said it has
approved internet major
Google's proposed purchase
of 7.73 per cent stake in Jio
Platforms. The transaction will
facilitate Google and Jio
Platforms Ltd (JPL) to develop
and launch a new smartphone
in the country. In July, it was
announced that Google has
agreed to invest. PTI
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Coimbatore :  Indian
Texpreneurs Federation (ITF)
on Wednesday thanked Prime
Minister Narendra Modi for
introduction of the production
linked incentive (PLI) scheme
for 10 key sectors, including
textile products.

The scheme would
enhance manufacturing capa-
bilities and exports under
Atmanirbhar Bharat Abhiyan
for a period of five years.

Under the scheme, Rs
10,683 crore have been allo-
cated for textile products —
man-made Fibre (MMF) seg-
ment and technical textiles.

ITF convenor Prabhu
Dhamodharan said the scheme
would help the apparel sector
build the much-needed scale

and bring specialisation as a
strategy to garner focus on top
MMF products which are in
great demand globally.

MMF apparels is a Rs 3-
lakh crore market in the US
alone, he said in a press release.

The industry is confident
of the Indian apparel sector
using the opportunity to build
capabilities in MMF sector to
achieve double-digit growth
in exports, he said.

Meanwhile, Southern India
Mills' Association chairman
Ashwin Chandran also
thanked Modi and Union
Textile Minister Smriti Irani for
including textile industry and
allocating budget for improv-
ing manufacturing capabilities
and boosting exports. PTI
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Kaftan or caftan isn’t only a new
wardrobe essential but also the

most relaxed silhouette, and stylists are
all in for this look. Fashion icons are
sporting the timeless maxi-design,
making the netizens dream of a prop-
er bohemian look. From Christina
Hendricks to Jennifer Lopez and
Kareena Kapoor Khan, sweatpants are
being ditched over paisley printed kaf-
tans. However, the question is — what
has brought this comfy, Persian classic
back in vogue? Well, going by the pop-
ular notion — kaftans are timeless. Here
are a few reasons why they epitomise
an absolute chic and gracious look.

��������	�	�
Kaftans have regularly been asso-

ciated and produced with a one-size-
fits-all (free-size) fitting, given its com-
fort attribute. However, this doesn’t
consider the positivity of portraying a
woman’s guise. In the interest of accen-
tuating women’s shape, fitted kaftans,
ranging from small to 3XL, are now

being introduced. These fitted silhou-
ette kaftans provide the right style
image without compromising on its
appeal for comfort.

Stylists are simply sauntering sport-
ing the comfortable kaftan, with a pair
of white sneakers. Well, if it’s not the fit-
ted one, or too oversized or flowy, one
can opt to tie a full-sleeved cape
around the waist to flaunt your curve.

���
������	��������
A variety of prints that are a per-

fect match for the type of kaftan being
created makes all the difference, which
is why, this summer, sweatsuits were
certainly replaces by comfort kaftans at
home during the lockdown. With a

plethora of styles and prints to choose
from, the kaftan stays modern, classy,
glamorous as well as trendy. The Kaftan
Company’s, as it highlights, in-house
digital prints showcase a range of
beautiful and inimitable prints that add
uniqueness and exclusivity to each and
every kaftan.

��1�*�������&�	
While tracing the history, as per

Niloo Paydar, curator of textile and
fashion arts at the Indianapolis
Museum of Art, the term, Kaftan, is
Persian and translates to a battle gar-
ment worn by soldiers. However, it is
believed that the garment has been con-
sidered wearable and special beyond the

battlefield. Owing to its simple struc-
ture, it was worn by everyone from the
peasant to the upper class. And much
like then, even today, it allows for
embellishments and adornments
depending on one’s means.

Following this global fashion cal-
endar, the kaftans easily set the trend
through their vibrant digital prints and
timelessness.

	����	��1��
�	�	�*��
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No matter their deep-rooted style

history, kaftans continue to change with
the times. Well, we certainly remember
how the style has been adopted into a
symbol of the bohemian elite that
trickled down to mainstream fashion in
the 1970s. Each time, they come with
newer embellishments and diverse
patterns, offering a more feminine sil-
houette. Now, as before, these drapey
dresses appeal to diverse audiences,
from starlets on the red carpet to diplo-
mats at State Dinners to summer music
festival-goers.

Actor Tahir Raj Bhasin is thrilled to
be starting his next Looop Lapeta

next month. The actor has been paired
opposite actor Taapsee Pannu and it
promises a fresh chemistry on screen.
Due to the Coronavirus pandemic,
Tahir has been rehearsing over video
calling platforms. The actor opens up
about how it can never replace the
face-to-face preparation meetings that
actors have been doing for ages.

Tahir says, “I’m so excited that
we’re finally going on floor with
Looop Lapeta. It’s a romantic heist with
a twist and will be super fun to do.
During the lockdown, I was sure I
wanted to remain in touch with the
material and so the production would
send me evolving drafts of the script.
Aakash Bhatia, the director and I
would exchange references over
WhatsApp and zoom. When we final-
ly met for our first face to face read-
ing, the connect we formed over the
lockdown had paid off since it didn’t
feel like we were starting from square
one.”

Ask him if it is more challenging
for actors to get into character because
one would primarily be doing readings
over video calling platforms these
days and he says, “Zoom readings were
a bridge to stay connected to your
work. In no way can they replace being
in the room feeding off your co-actors
energy but they helped me remain
connected to the pre-production
process of the film. Our director is an
advertising whizz and being in the first
real world reading with him, enhanced
the experiencing of understanding
the character since he ran us through
the milieu of the world we will be cre-
ating.”

Tahir’s film is all about the chem-
istry of the lead pair. In a non-proxi-
mate world of rehearsals, he opens up
about how Taapsee and he are prep-
ping to deliver this knock out chem-
istry on screen.

“A lot of the chemistry one sees on
screen comes from how one plays off
the other actor. Having Taapsee as a
co-star elevates this process and I’m
certain will lead to the chemistry. I’m
looking forward to be pairing up for
a romantic lead opposite her. Keeping
in mind all safety protocols, we’ve start-
ed our face to face readings this week.
It’s great to meet the people you will
be working with outside of the win-
dows of Zoom. Coming together with
ideas about the script and workshop-
ping them is half the fun of making a
film,” informs Tahir. 
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In the show Deadly 60, Series
4, explorer Steve Backshall
comes face to face with lethal

beauties and killer beasts in his
mission to find the world’s dead-
liest animals. He meets fierce
forest elephants in the wilds of
Gabon, searches Bali for the elu-
sive sunfish and experiences
the ferocity of the South African
serval. The series also looks at
the perilous future facing some
of these deadly animals and
reveals the work being done by
wildlife conservationists to pro-
tect them. With stunning footage
and fascinating facts, it  brings
you close with some of the
world’s most fearsome creatures.
Just don’t forget to watch your
back. Excerpts:

�During the filming of the
show Deadly 60, did you have
any heart-stopping animal
encounters?

There were certainly some
nervy moments.  Being charged
by a furious matriarch Elephant
had hearts in mouths, as did the
snarling spitting Bengal tiger
that gave us a fright in India.
However, after another year in
close proximity to some of the
world’s most feared animals, I
can still say with confidence
that people are at far more dan-
ger from other people than they
are from supposedly fierce wild
animals.

�Can you chalk down some
personal highlights from the
show? 

There were too many high-
lights to mention, although
seeing my first ever great ham-
merhead shark at a distance of
about half a meter would be up
there, as would being the first
film crew ever to film vampire-
esque ghost bats in an aban-
doned gold mine in Australia.
But a lowlight would have to be
losing my swimming trunks
when trying to emulate the
aquatic acrobatics of the yel-
lowfin tuna.

�Were there any creatures that
you found unappealing?

The flesh-eating cockroach-
es and venomous centipedes in
the Gomantong cave in Borneo
were pretty unsavoury. They
turn the floor of the cave, which
is itself the world’s largest pile of
bird and bat poo, into a seething
mass of invertebrate horror! It’s
a pretty creepy place but I still
found the animals more fascinat-
ing than repulsive. 

�With just 60 creatures to nar-
row down from millions
around the world, what crite-
ria did you use when selecting
the animals for the list?

For me, it’s about animals
that are the absolute best at what
they do — being sublime preda-
tors within their world. Every
creature right from ants to ele-
phants was considered. The list
itself is mine and entirely subjec-
tive. Many of our Deadly 60 stars
were essential creatures we set
out to find, others were ones we
happened upon on during wild
searches and just had to include.
There’s no way we could have
come up with an exhaustive list
in the time we had, and there are
still so many more animals that
are worthy of inclusion. 

�You seemed to break your
back last year in a climbing
accident. Did it affect your
confidence in climbing? 

Climbing is never going to
be 100 per cent safe but the one

I do while working is under
much stricter guidelines than the
climbing I do in my spare time.
The accident could never have
happened whilst I was at work
because I wouldn’t have been
pushing the envelope as serious-
ly as I was. That said, I am very
lucky to be alive and walking,
and will probably never get my
confidence back to where it was
before my fall — Although I am

already back climbing again.

�You have a successful career
in TV and writing, travelling
the world — doing exactly
what you love. Did you always
harbour dreams of a life of
adventure?

I had never dreamed all
this as a kid. I wanted to be a
ranger in an African safari park,
an explorer, then a writer. They

all seemed like impossible
dreams back then and I can
remember the face of my school’s
career teacher now as he suggest-
ed I should be a fireman.
Somehow, I seem to have man-
aged something even more extra-
ordinary. I’d love to catch up with
that careers adviser now. 

(The show premieres on
November 16 at 9 pm on Sony
BBC Earth .)
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The Chief Minister of
Chhattisgarh, Bhupesh
Baghel, inaugurated 23

new tehsils in the state. On the
occasion, he said that formation
of these new tehsils would
improve revenue administration
in the state and would also
accelerate the development
work. The common people
would be able to access admin-
istration facilities more conve-
niently. Besides, farmers and
beneficiaries of public welfare
schemes would be able to avail
better services. At this inaugur-
al programme, Baghel approved
construction of official build-
ings for 23 new tehsils and four
old tehsils. He also announced
sanction of one vehicle for each
of these districts.

He has sanctioned �19
crore 20 lakh for construction
of official buildings for 27 new-
formed tehsils and �1 crore 75

lakh for vehicles for these tehsil
offices. Each of the office would
be constructed at the cost of
�71.12 lakh and �6.50 lakh
would be sanctioned to each
office for purchasing the vehi-
cle.

These 23 new tehsils have
been formed for convenience of
common people in the 15 dis-
tricts of the state. These include
formation of Kharora and
Gobra Navapara in Raipur dis-
trict, Bhakhar in Dhamtari dis-
trict, Bori and Bhilai in Durg
district, Gandai in Rajnandgaon
district, Arjunda tehsil in Balod
district, Sakri, Ratanpur and
Belgahna tehsils in Bilaspur
district, Lalpur thana tehsil in
Mungeli district, Saragaon,
Bamhnidih and Baradwar
tehsils in Janjgir-Champa dis-
trict, Darri and Hardibazar
tehsils in Korba district, Darima
in Sarguja district,

Ramchandrapur and Samri in
Balrampur-Ramanujganj dis-
trict, Kolhari tehsil in Koriya
district, Latori tehsil in Surajpur
district, Sanna in Jashpur dis-
trict and Gaadiras in Sukma
district. 

The inaugural programme
was attended by Vidhan Sabha
Speaker Dr Charandas Mahant,
Health Minister TS Singhdeo,
Revenue Minister Jaisingh
Agrawal, Industry Minister
Kawasi Lakhma, MP Jyotsana
Mahant, MLAs — Mohan
Markam,  Dhanedra Sahu,
Purushottam Kanwar, Rashmi
Singh, Anita Sharma, chair-
man of Chhattisgarh Mineral
Development Corporation
Girish Dewangan, State Food
and Civil Supply Corporation
Ramgopal Agrawal, Advisor
Duo to Chief Minister Rajesh
Tiwari and Vinod Verma.

Baghel said in his address

that after formation of the new
government, new district
Gaurela-Pendra-Marwahi and
25 new tehsils were announced
on August 15, 2019. On
February 10, 2020 Gaurela-
Pendra-Marwahi district was
made and development works
worth �500 crores were sanc-
tioned. These works accelerat-
ed the development of this dis-
trict. Out of 25 new tehsils
announced before, 23 tehsils
were inaugurated. He congrat-
ulated the people of these
newly-formed tehsils.
Extending hearty Diwali greet-
ings to people of the state, he
said that this time, COVID-19
pandemic has overshadowed
our festivals. Hence, we should
take all the precautions to avoid
infection, while celebrating our
festivals enthusiastically.

The CM has requested the
people of the state to purchase

diyas, idols and materials used
in puja from local vendors and
craftsmen. He appealed them to
buy goods and food items man-
ufactured by the self-help
groups as this would empower
the economy of the state. He
told that the all kinds of mar-
ket charges have been waived
off for the traditional vendors.
District Administration and
Muncipal Corporation have
been directed to make seating
arrangements for vendors near
stadium, market and grounds
owned by municipal body/gov-
ernment. 

It is noteworthy that as per
the vision of Baghel, state gov-
ernment has fulfilled the long-
pending public demand of reor-
ganising tehsils. Formation of
these new tehsils would make it
easier for villagers and farmers
to get their revenue affairs
redressed.

Freepaycard, online prepaid card
trading platforms, will now offer

coverage under a customised health
insurance scheme for its existing mem-
bers. This scheme has been underwrit-
ten and serviced by Care Health
Insurance. 

On this development, Richard
Andrew, founding managing director
and CEO, Freepaycard India Pvt Ltd
said, “In view of the changing attitude
towards preventive healthcare, ensuing
the COVID outbreak, we are convinced
that affordable health/medical insurance
is the need of the hour. That said, this
association is a humble endeavour
towards our members, facilitating access
to affordable healthcare schemes.”

The scheme will offer three differ-
ent types of solutions — a 7-in-1 vector
borne disease cover, hospicash health
insurance cover and a personal accident
cover. These have features such as short
initial wait-period of just 15 days, direct
cashless claim settlement, upto two per
cent sum insured for room rent and
much more. 

Anuj Gulati, founding managing
director and CEO, Care Health
Insurance, said, “The present situation
has resulted in increased awareness
towards health insurance, which is now
seen as a necessity instead of just a ‘good-
to-have’ option. We are pleased to asso-
ciate with Freepaycard in this initiative
of extending health coverage to their
members backed by technology-driven
processes and quality servicing.”

The only airport of Tripura, Maharaja
Bir Bikram Airport, Agartala, is

soon going to have a new integrated ter-
minal building. As the existing termi-
nal building was saturated and there
was no further scope of expansion, the
Airports Authority of India has under-
taken the work at an estimated cost of
�438 crore.

With built up area of 30,000 sqm,
the new terminal building will be
equipped with 20 check-in counters,
four passenger boarding bridges, con-
veyor belts and passenger-friendly
modern facilities and amenities. The
terminal has been designed to process
1,000 domestic and 200 international
passengers during peak hours, making
the annual handling capacity of 3.0 mil-

lion passengers. The development work
also includes construction of the apron
having capacity to park six aircrafts at
a time. 

The terminal building of the airport
will depict local art and heritage
through its architecture. The design
manifests sweeping roof profile that
envelopes the entire airport terminal
spanning across 30,000 sqm and pro-
cures its form from the hilly terrain of
the state of Tripura. The objective was
to create an overall free flowing termi-
nal which is simple and easy to con-
struct, while being a perfect mix of eco-
logical infrastructure, art and building
technology. Advanced Intelligent
Building Management Systems have
also been used to optimise the con-

sumption of energy. 
The planning approach for the ter-

minal is based on airport procedure and
passenger flow, integrated with land-
scaping and retail to increase user
experience and at the same time ease
the movement in the building. Bamboo
is used as a widespread local material
in the state for construction whereas
tribal art work and crafts are included
to promote cultural tourism. The art
and craft work is displayed all over the
terminal in form of sculptures, jaali
work, furniture and murals.

Jaalis are an eminent functional
design feature, which can be seen in tra-
ditional households as well as in royal
forts and palaces. It restricts excessive
solar radiation and permits optimum

daylight to increase internal efficiency.
Along with their use, skylights have also
been introduced in the design to max-
imise the natural daylight within the
building. 

Further, bamboo architecture is
represented in the façade of the termi-
nal building by way of a floral jaali pat-
tern depicting the forests and greens of
the region, placed equidistant from each
other. Depiction of local motifs in metal
cladding will create vibrancy while
showing the glimpse of the local art to
the passengers.

More than 90 per cent of the pro-
ject work is completed and new build-
ing of AAI’s Agartala airport is sched-
uled to be ready by the beginning of
next year — 2021.
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The Hunar Haat was inaugurated by the
Union Minister for Minority Affairs,

Mukhtar Abbas Naqvi, Ministry of Union
Minority Affairs, at Delhi Haat, Pitampura,
yesterday, along with Union Minister of State
for Youth Affairs and Sports (I/C) and
Minister of State for Minority Affairs, Kiren
Rijiju. The fair will go on till November 22.

Naqvi said that the magnificent indige-
nous products of master artisans at the haat
are Local Pride and Global Praise. He
added that the haat is becoming an effective
platform to strengthen the ‘Aatma Nirbhar
Bharat’ plan and the ‘Vocal for Local’ by pro-
moting and encouraging indigenous prod-
ucts of master artisans and craftsmen.

Naqvi said that lakhs of master artisans
and craftsmen from across the country are
happy and excited that the Hunar Haat has
been organised again after a gap of about
seven months due to the Coronavirus pan-
demic.

He pointed out that the indigenous
exquisite products made from maati (clay),
metal and machiya (wooden and jute prod-
ucts) are the major attraction at the fair. Rare
exquisite products made from clay, differ-
ent metals and wooden products, things
made from cane-bamboo, mesmerising pot-
tery work, etc, are available for display and
sale here.

The haat’s products are now available
online also at http://hunarhaat.org. The
Union Minority Affairs Ministry is register-
ing these artisans and their indigenous prod-
ucts on “GeM” (Government e-Marketplace)
for the trade to work digitally, too.

Naqvi said that every corner of the coun-
try has a traditional and ancestral legacy of
indigenous products. This legacy, which was
on the verge of extinction, has got a boost
after Prime Minister Narendra Modi empha-
sised on ‘Swadeshi.’ The Indian indigenous
industry has got tremendous boost after PM
Modi advocated the need for ‘Vocal for
Local’. The artisans involved in making these
indigenous products are also being extend-
ed help through various institutions for
attractive packaging of Swadeshi products.

Naqvi said, “Every corner of the coun-
try is endowed with diversity of indigenous
products made with wood, brass, bamboo,
glass, cloth, paper, clay etc. Hunar Haat is
an enormous platform providing the mar-
ket and opportunities to master artisans who
prepare these indigenous, exquisite hand-
made products. Focus this time will be on
use of technology and innovation and also
towards manufacturing quality products that
meet global standards.”

More than 100 stalls have been set up at
the Haat. Dry flowers from Assam;
Pochampally Ikkat from Andhra Pradesh;
Munga Silk, Madhubani painting and arti-
ficial jewellery from Bihar; wooden lacquer-
ware toys from Karnataka; toys from
Manipur; wooden and glass toys from Uttar
Pradesh; calligraphy paintings from Delhi;
hand-block print from Goa; Ajrakh from
Gujarat; Pashmina from Jammu-Kashmir;
Tussar silk and cane-bamboo products
from Jharkhand; herbal products, Bagh
print, Batik from Madhya Pradesh; cane and
bamboo products from Maharashtra, hand-
loom textiles from Nagaland, toys of differ-
ent states made from clay, metal, etc, are
available for display and sale at the fair.
Besides, people will also be able to enjoy tra-
ditional delicacies from Bihar, Maharashtra,
Uttar Pradesh, Madhya Pradesh, Jammu-
Kashmir, Delhi, Haryana, etc. Different
cultural programmes will be presented
everyday by renowned artists, which will also
be a major attraction.

Naqvi said that the Haat, which has pro-
vided employment opportunities to more
than five lakh Indian artisans, craftsmen,
culinary experts and other people associat-
ed with them in the last five years, has
become popular among the people. The Haat
provides market to artisans and craftsmen
from remote areas of the country, and has
now become a credible brand of rare,
indigenous handmade products.

In the coming days, the Hunar Haat will
be organised in Jaipur, Chandigarh, Indore,
Mumbai, Hyderabad, Lucknow, India Gate,
New Delhi, Ranchi, Kota and Surat or
Ahmedabad.

Social distancing and other guidelines
owing to COVID-19 are being strictly fol-
lowed. Secretary, Ministry of Minority
Affairs P K Das and other senior officials of
the Ministry were also present at the inau-
guration.
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BAGHEL CREATES 23 NEW TEHSILS
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His fluent half century made
the chase look effortless in
the IPL final but Mumbai

Indians skipper Rohit Sharma said
it was his bowlers who set up the
crushing win over Delhi Capitals,
which fetched an unprecedented
fifth title for the side.

“We got a wicket on the first
ball and we got a couple more after
that. We just wanted to keep the
pressure, the execution was perfect
from all the bowlers,” Rohit said at
the post-match press conference.

“We knew Stoinis and Dhawan
are Delhi’s key batters, so we want-
ed to bowl our key bowlers at
them, getting early wickets was the
key, we wanted to take early wick-
ets, when you have
the best new ball
bowler in your
squad, why not go
with that?” he
said.

Rohit applaud-
ed each and every
bowler for his con-
tribution in the
team’s success
throughout the
tournament. Boult
(25) and Jasprit
Bumrah (27) were
at their lethal best
the entire season.

“Boult  has
been fantastic for
us this season and
so has Bumrah.
They are the ones
who kept us in the
game throughout.
(James) Pattinson,
(Nathan) Coulter-
Nile,  (Rahul)
Chahar, and Krunal
Pandya also did
their job.”

Coulter-Nile was
brilliant during the slog
overs on Tuesday. He got rid of
Rishabh Pant at a crucial juncture
and also sent back Axar Patel,
crushing Delhi's hopes of post-
ing an imposing total on the
board.

The captain, who missed a
few games due to a hamstring
injury, led the chase with a
master-class.

Asked if it was his strategy to
attack off-spinner R Ashwin, Rohit

said, “There was no strategy as
such. I just wanted to be positive
in my thought process.”

“Ashwin is their key bowler
and I just wanted to put pressure
on their key bowler. He is a qual-
ity bowler, it came off.

“When you are chasing a tar-
get like that, you want to get off to
a good start, you want to make sure
there is no pressure at the back end,
we just wanted to capitalise on the
f irst  three-four overs,” he
explained.

Young batsman Ishan Kishan
(516 runs) and
S u r y a k u m a r
Yadav (480
runs) scored
heavily

in MI’s winning campaign. Rohit
praised both of them heartily.

“Surya and Kishan have been
superb with the bat, we saw the
results on the ground, they played
with a lot of freedom, they are very
talented in shot-making.

“It was important for us to
give them freedom,
the owners also
gave them real
confidence
to go out

there and express themselves.”
The organisers pulled off a suc-

cessful league amid a raging
COVID-19 pandemic and MI skip-
per was pleased with the way it
went off.

“Firstly we are very happy to be
on the ground, everyone did a

good job to get the tournament
going, the safety of

players was taken
care of.

“I would
like to con-
gratulate all
the franchis-
es as well

regarding no
hiccups in terms of

the bio-bubble creat-
ed, all franchises were
very disciplined in
order to make IPL this
year a huge success.

“I hope this champi-
onship we have won is

something that brings joy
to people back home,” he
signed off. 
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Rohit Sharma believes that his
style of leadership is not a dic-

tatorial one, which is precisely the
reason behind Mumbai Indians’
stupendous success in the Indian
Premier League.

A peerless Rohit led from the
front in defending champions
Mumbai Indians’ demolition of
Delhi Capitals in the summit clash
of the short-form extravaganza here
Tuesday, giving them an unprece-
dented fifth title.

“I’m not someone who’ll run
with a stick behind someone. The
only way you can do it is by giving
them confidence. So you have to
strike that right balance,” Rohit
said.

The humble leader remem-
bered the backroom staff and
praised them for the work that goes
behind the scene.

“We couldn’t have asked for any-
thing more, right on the money
from ball one and we never looked
back. I think a lot of credit goes to
the people who worked behind the
scenes - often they go unnoticed.

“Our work started long before
the IPL started, and we wanted to
make sure we filled the gaps in pre-
vious seasons,” Rohit added.

Skipper Rohit led from the
front with a 51-ball 68 as MI chased
down a target of 157 18.4 overs, after
Trent Boult (3/30) had reduced the
Capitals to 22 for three with an excel-
lent display of fast bowling.

Rohit regretted the run out of
the in-from Suryakumar Yadav who
was looking in good nick.

“The kind of form he was in, I
should have sacrificed my wicket for
Surya. But throughout the tourna-
ment he has played some incredible
shots.

The entire tournament was
played behind closed doors in the
UAE amid the COVID-19 pandem-
ic.

“Unfortunately, we couldn’t have
the fans at the stadium. We missed
playing at the Wankhede and hope-
fully we can get back there next year,”
Rohit said.

Thanks to pandemic, the lucra-
tive event was held without its cus-
tomary glitz and glamour.
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“Ishould have sacrificed my
wicket for him,” said Rohit

Sharma as he regretted rising
batsman Suryakumar Yadav’s dis-
missal in the IPL final while
attempting an improbable single
that was actually called by the
Mumbai Indians skipper.

“The kind of form he was in,
I should have sacrificed my wick-
et for Surya. But throughout the
tournament he has played some
incredible shots,” Rohit said.

Yadav said he didn’t mind the
sacrifice as he knew the skipper
would lead the team through.

He said no to the run when
Rohit called for it in the 11th over
but crossed over nonetheless when
he realised that the captain would
be dismissed if he didn't.

“...He was batting really well.
Most importantly, he's been
anchoring well since the first
game. I don't mind sacrificing for
him at all,” he said. 
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West Indies all-
rounder Kieron

Pollard has now
become the player
with most T20 titles
following Mumbai
Indians’ win in Indian
Premier League (IPL)

2020. On Tuesday evening, the
Rohit Sharma-led side won their
fifth IPL trophy as they defeat-
ed Delhi Capitals by five wick-
ets in the summit clash.

“Dwayne Bravo you are
behind me now (about num-
ber of T20 titles), I have to say
that on camera,” Pollard said.

Pollard now has 15
T20 titles, five of which
has come for him while
playing for the
Mumbai-based fran-
chise. Bravo, on the
other hand, has 14.

Pollard also said
that the title win meant
a lot to him and also
termed Mumbai
Indians as the best T20

team in the world at the
moment.

“It’s a great feeling, means a
lot. Fifth trophy...Have been
here for 11 years. We have a

quiet celebration. The amount
of trophies, the amount of tal-
ent that’s there, you can say
MI is the best T20 team

going around,” he said.
Apart from

Mumbai Indians, no
other franchise has
won so many titles in
IPL’s 13-year history;
the second most
successful team is
Chennai Super
Kings, who have

won the title
three times.

����� ��������	

Cricketer-turned-
politician Gautam

Gambhir and
England’s Michael
Vaughan have called
for Rohit Sharma’s
elevation to India’s
T20 captaincy with
the former national
team opener going to
the extent of saying
that it would be a
“shame” if the star
batsman does not get
the role.

Rohit  led
Mumbai Indians to a
f ifth IPL tit le on
Tuesday, impressing
not just with a grace-
ful half century but
also shrewd captaincy.
He is currently the
national vice-captain
for the white-ball for-
mats.

“If Rohit Sharma
doesn’t become India’s
captain, it’s their loss,
not Rohit’s,” Gambhir
told ESPNcricinfo’s
T20 Time Out pro-
gramme.

“Yes, a captain is
only as good as his
team and I complete-
ly agree with that, but

what are the parame-
ters to judge a captain
on who is good and
who isn’t? The para-
meters and bench-
mark should be the
same. Rohit has led
his team (MI) to five
IPL titles.”

MI won an
unprecedented fifth
IPL title by beating
Delhi Capitals by five
wickets in Dubai on
Tuesday night.

“We keep saying
MS Dhoni is India’s
most successful cap-
tain. Why? Because
he has won two
World Cups and three
IPLs,” Gambhir said.

“Rohit has won
five IPL titles, he is
the most successful
captain in the history
of the tournament.
Going forward, it’ll
be a shame if he does-
n’t get India’s white-
ball or just T20 cap-
taincy.

“Because he can't
do much more than
this. He can only help
the team he captains
to victories. So if he
doesn’t become India’s
regular white-ball
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captain, it will be their loss,”
he added.

Gambhir had earlier
said that Virat Kohli should
be made accountable for
Royal Challegers Bangalore’s
failure to make the IPL
finals in 13 efforts, eight out
of which were under Kohli’s
leadership.

But the cricketer-
turned-politician clarified
that he never meant Kohli's
captaincy is “poor”, instead
he only suggested that split
captaincy model is the need
of the hour.

“They can also consider
split-captaincy. No one is
poor. Rohit has shown in
white-ball cricket how big
the difference is between his
and Virat’s captaincy. One
player had led his team to
five titles, the other hasn’t
won yet,” said Gambhir, who
led Kolkata Knight Riders to
two IPL titles.

“I’m not saying this
because Kohli is a poor cap-
tain. But he has received the
same platform that Rohit
has, so you have to judge
both of them on the same
parameters.

"Both have been cap-
tains in the IPL for the same
length of time. I feel Rohit
stands out as a leader.”.����9��	��"��������
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The Pakistani selectors on
Wednesday dropped veteran

all-rounder Shoaib Malik and
pacer Muhammad Aamir from
a 35-member squad for the
upcoming New Zealand tour.

The Pakistan Cricket Board
announced a combined squad,
which includes players for the
senior team and the Shaheen’s
side. It did not specify which
player belongs to which squad.

Pakistan play three T20Is
on December 18, 20 and
22 before their ICC
World Test
Championship fix-
tures to be held in
M o u n t
Maunganui and
C h r i s t c h u r c h
from December
26-30 and
Januar y 3-7
respectively.

The scheduled of the
Shaheens is yet to be confirmed
by New Zealand Cricket though
it is expected to be played con-
currently. The squad will depart
for New Zealand on November
23.

Babar Azam has already
been announced Pakistan

captain in all formats.
His vice-captain in
Tests wil l  be

Mohammad Rizwan
in the tour which will
be staged in a bio-secure
environment in view of

the COVID-19
pandemic.

The PCB said
both 38-year-old
Malik and 28-
year-old Amir
were left out as
the “selectors
prefer youth”
over them.

The drop-

ping of former captain Malik,
who now plays only T20 crick-
et, could mean that the selectors
don’t have him in mind for next
year’s T20 World Cup in India.
He played in the T20I series
against England in September
but was not in the Pakistan
T20I team in the just concluded
home series against Zimbabwe.

Left-arm pacer Aamir was
also not considered for the
recent home white ball series
against Zimbabwe. He last
played a Test in January 2019.
He, however, played in the T20
International series against
England in August-September
this year.

Another senior player Asad
Shafiq, who has played 77 Tests,
was left out “due to lack of
form.”

Uncapped Amad Butt,
Danish Aziz, Imran Butt and
Rohail Nazir were named, as also
Abdullah Shafique and Usman

Qadir in the squad which has an
average age is 27.4. 

“... Test players not involved
in the T20Is in the first half of
the series against New Zealand
will be available for selection for
Shaheens (Pakistan A), who are
expected to be playing four-day
matches against New Zealand A
during that period,” the PCB
said.

“Likewise, when the nation-
al side is involved in the ICC
World Test Championship
matches against New Zealand,
national men’s team players not
part of those matches will be
available for selection for the
Shaheens, who are expected to
be involved in 20-over games
against New Zealand A during
those days.”

The Pakistan squad will
spend 14-days in quarantine
and isolation after reaching New
Zealand which is already host-
ing the West Indies.
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