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The NDA on Sunday chose
JD(U) president Nitish

Kumar for another term as the
Chief Minister of Bihar even as
suspense hung over the fate of
his most trusted man in the BJP
Sushil Kumar Modi who has
served as his deputy for major
part of his tenure so far.

Kumar’s name was
announced at 1, Anney Marg,
the Chief Minister’s official
residence, by Defence Minister
Rajnath Singh who had been
sent from Delhi as the “observ-
er” for the BJP, which has
returned with the highest
number of seats in the NDA in
the Assembly elections.

“Kumar was unanimously
elected as the NDA legislature
party leader. Our MLAs
Tarkishore Prasad and Renu
Devi were respectively elected
as the leader and deputy leader
of the BJP legislature party”,
Singh told reporters later. 

Kumar, who met Governor
Phagu Chauhan, along with
leaders like BJP State president
Sanjay Jaiswal to stake claim for
the formation of a new
Government, said the swearing
in would take place “tomorrow,
between 4 and 4.30 pm” and
curtly replied “it will be decid-
ed in due course” when asked
who were likely to take oath as
members of his State Cabinet.

Singh, a former BJP
national president, who was
accompanied by Sushil for
most part of his day-long visit,

however ducked queries about
who would be the new Deputy
CM.”You will come to know
about it at an appropriate time”,
said Singh even as Sushil him-
self dropped ample hints about
the happenings within the
party. The senior BJP leader,
who is an avid user of social
media , had his designation as
Deputy CM dropped from his

Twitter handle.
He also congratulated

Prasad and Devi and came out
with a cryptic tweet about his
own future in the BJP.

“Few might have got from
the BJP and the RSS as much
as I did in my 40 years of polit-
ical career. I will fulfill whatever
responsibility that comes my
way in future. Nobody can,

after, all, snatch away from me
the post of a party worker”,
Sushil said in the tweet.

Union Minister Giriraj
Singh, considered one of the
detractors of Kumar in the
BJP and not known to be on
the best of terms with Sushil,
came out with a tongue in
cheek response. “Respected
Sushil Kumar Modi, you are a
leader, you held the office of
Deputy CM and will remain a
BJP leader. One does not
become great or small because
of a post”, Singh tweeted.

The names of Prasad, a
Vaishya who is known to be
close to Sushil, and Devi, an
Extremely Backward Caste
(EBC) who was formerly the
party’s national vice president,
kept doing the rounds for the
Deputy CMs post though no
official confirmation came till
late in the evening.

Speculation about Prasad
grew stronger late in the
evening as he drove to the
Chief Minister’s office along-
side BJP national general sec-
retary in charge of the State
Bhupendra Yadav and former
Maharashtra Chief Minister
Devendra Fadnavis who was
made the party’s in charge for
the Assembly elections.

Prasad’s residence in
Katihar was also abuzz with
murmurs of “badi zimmedari”
(big responsibility) even as
family members were busy
lighting candles by way of cel-
ebration. 

Continued on Page 2
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With Delhi reeling from a
fresh spike in Covid-19

cases, the Centre on Sunday
announced a slew of steps
including making available 300
additional ICU beds, double
the number of dailyPCR tests
and a house-to-house survey in
the entire national Capital.

Union Home Minister Amit
Shah also said some of the hos-
pitals under the municipal cor-
porations of Delhi will be con-
verted into dedicated Covid
hospitals. Doctors and para-
medics of paramilitary forces
will be flown in to be deployed
in the national Capital to deal
with the shortage of manpower.

The decisions were taken at
a high-level meeting chaired by
Shah and attended by Delhi
Lieutenant Governor Anil
Baijal, Chief Minister Arvind
Kejriwal, Union Health Minister
Harsh Vardhan among others.
It was the second major inter-
vention by Shah, who had
stepped in and announced sev-
eral steps in June to check the
rising number of Covid-19 cases
in the national Capital after crit-
icism in different quarters of the
Delhi Government’s handling of
the crisis.

Sunday’s meeting was con-
vened in the wake of the rising
number of cases, which is

being called the ‘third wave’ of
Covid-19, in Delhi and it noted
the increasing strain on med-
ical infrastructure in the city.

In a series of tweets in
Hindi, Shah said daily PCR
tests in Delhi will be doubled
and the capacity of the testing
laboratories will be enhanced.
He said mobile testing vans of
the Union Health Ministry
and the Indian Council of
Medical Research (ICMR) will
be deployed in the areas where
the Covid-19 threat is high.

Currently, around 18,000 to
19,000 PCR tests are conduct-
ed daily in Delhi. Shah said the
meeting resolved to enhance the
capacity of Delhi’s hospitals
and in this direction, 300 ICU
beds will be made available at
the DRDO Covid hospital
(Dhaula Kuan) in addition to
the existing 250 ICU beds.

Continued on Page 2
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Anew Covid vaccine’s
impact will work signifi-

cantly over the summer and life
should be back to normal by
next winter only, said the co-
developer of Pfizer, a US drug
manufacture which is expect-
ed to launch the shot by this
December-end.

“Normalcy from the Covid
era can only be expected by next
year’s winter as any vaccine will
take to show its effect and will
not immediately reduce number
of infections,” said Prof Ugur
Sahin, co-founder of BioNTech.

Continued on Page 2

����� ����	�
��

Six weeks after he first con-
tacted coronavirus, senior

Congress leader Ahmed Patel
has been shifted to the inten-
sive care unit (ICU) of Medanta
Hospital, Gurgaon, for further
treatment and is table.

Patel, 71, tweeted on
October 1 that he had con-
tracted coronavirus. Patel’s
son Faisal tweeted on Sunday,
“...we would like to share that
Patel had tested positive for
Covid-19 a few weeks ago. He
has now been admitted to the
ICU of Medanta, Gurugram
for further treatment.”

Continued on Page 2
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Despite the ban imposed
on its sale and use in the

National Capital Region in
view of rising air pollution
and Covid-19 pandemic, burst-
ing of firecrackers was report-
ed from across the national
Capital and its neighbouring
areas on Diwali night. 

Meanwhile the Delhi Police
arrested over 850 people and
registered over 1,200 cases for
continuing to burst crackers as
well as sell them. A total of
1,314 kilograms of crackers
were seized in Delhi on
Saturday, police said. According
to Delhi Police, 139 calls were
received from the Rohini dis-
trict. Sixty-five FIRs were reg-
istered against violators and
two cases were against the ille-
gal sale of firecrackers.
Meanwhile, Dwarka registered
72 cases against the bursting of
firecrackers. The highest num-
bers of cases were registered in
the South district.

The National Green
Tribunal (NGT) had on
Monday imposed a total ban

on sale or use of all kinds of
firecrackers in the NCR till
November 30 midnight. The
Delhi Government too had
earlier this month imposed a
total ban on all kinds of fire-
works till November 30.

Continued on Page 2
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China and 14 other countries
agreed on Sunday to set up

the world’s largest trading bloc,
encompassing nearly a third of
all economic activity, in a deal
many in Asia are hoping will
help hasten a recovery from the
shocks of the pandemic.

The Regional
Comprehensive Economic
Partnership, or RCEP, was
signed virtually on Sunday on
the sidelines of the annual
summit of the 10-nation
Association of Southeast Asian
Nations.

“I am delighted to say that
after eight years of hard work,
as of today, we have officially
brought RCEP negotiations to
a conclusion for signing,” said
host country Vietnam’s Prime
Minister Nguyen Xuan Phuc.

“The conclusion of RCEP
negotiation, the largest free
trade agreement in the world,
will send a strong message that
affirms ASEAN’s leading role in

supporting the multilateral
trading system, creating a new
trading structure in the region,
enabling sustainable trade facil-
itation, revitalising the supply
chains disrupted by Covid-19
and assisting the post pan-
demic recovery,” Phuc said.

The accord will take
already low tariffs on trade
between member countries
still lower, over time, and is less
comprehensive than an 11-
nation trans-Pacific trade deal
that President Donald Trump
pulled out of shortly after tak-
ing office.

Apart from the 10-member
Association of Southeast Asian
Nations, it includes China,
Japan, South Korea, Australia
and New Zealand, but not the
United States. Officials said
the accord leaves the door
open for India, which dropped
out due to fierce domestic
opposition to its market-open-
ing requirements, to rejoin the
bloc. 

Continued on Page 2
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Soumitro Chatterjee was much
beyond the many talents he

was defined by — an actor, the-
atreperson, writer, essayist, poet,
elocutionist and thought leader.
And will and should be remem-
bered for the rare human being
he was, hosting everyone in his
modest study, surrounded with
books, and willing to give you a
patient hearing for a college play
of no consequence as he would
his next script. He respected
every form of craft, be it rudi-
mentary or elegant, for the sheer
weight of the human imagina-
tion to conceive a world outside
everyday reality, rather reinter-
pret reality from an individual
perspective. Art, to him, was
classless and he respected it for
rising above the ordinary and
creating a cultural idiom of our
times. Such grace, empathy and
oneness of what can only be
called “a beautiful mind” will be
his lasting legacy beyond him
being just the last of the Bengali
bhadralok. 

He will forever be the men-
tor of the true artiste and remind
us it is important to dream, no
matter how little or big. And that
life is always worth another try.   

It is because of this passion
for new ideas that he continued
working in the studios in the
thick of a pandemic despite his

diseased condition and ulti-
mately caught the bug called
Covid-19, which claimed his life.
It is this passion which made
him Bengal’s colossal star, one
who could straddle arthouse and
commercial with effortless ease,
one who was as comfortable
adapting King Lear on stage as

playing character actors in
maudlin TV soaps. And if
Bengal had a superstar called
Uttam Kumar, an aura so large
that years later the best of talent
would still be called “aspirant,”
Soumitro consciously occupied
the other space, the less starry
one, that of the everyday Bengali,
who struggled without bother-
ing to think about the out-
come, who was guiltless about a
lack of ambition and who was-
n’t scared to admit to his frail-
ties. Finally, the Everyman
became the star. He challenged
Uttam’s superstardom in direc-
tor Tapan Sinha’s Jhinder Bondi
(adapted from The Prisoner of
Zenda), playing the villainous
Mayurbahon, setting himself
up as a counterpoint and steal-
ing the thunder from the star
who had more screen time play-
ing a double role. And then there
was no looking back. He won
them all, Padma Bhushan, the
Dadasaheb Phalke, National
film award and the French
Legion of Honour.

Continued on Page 2
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Day after Diwali, air quali-
ty in Delhi plunged to the

severe category with
Particulate Matter (PM) 2.5
recorded 1,798 μgm-3, 180
times higher to its safer limit
which is 60 μgm-3 as pre-
scribed World Health
Organisation ( WHO ) for
India. 

The overall Air Quality
Index ( AQI ) on Sunday set-
tled at 418 μgm-3 at 20:00 hrs
under severe category. 

Continued on Page 2
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New Delhi: Prime Minister
Narendra Modi on Sunday greet-
ed Jharkhand's people on its
Statehood Day and also paid trib-
utes to 19th century freedom fight-
er and tribal leader 
Birsa Munda on his birth anniver-
sary. In a tweet in Hindi, the
Prime Minister extended wishes for
the happiness, prosperity and good
health of people of Jharkhand on
the occasion.

Modi also dubbed Birsa
Munda a true 'messiah' of the poor,
saying that “he struggled through-
out his life for the welfare of the
exploited and deprived”.

“Birsa Munda's contribution in
the freedom movement and his
efforts for social harmony will

always inspire the countrymen,” the
Prime Minister said.

A century after Birsa Munda's
death, Jharkhand was carved out of
Bihar on his birth anniversary on
November 15, 2000.

Born in 1875 in Ulihatu in then
Bengal Presidency in Ranchi dis-
trict of current Jharkhand state,
Birsa Munda from the Munda tribe
had challenged the British rule and
is credited with mobilising the trib-
als against the empire.

The freedom fighter died in
British custody at the age of 25 and
attained a folk hero status. His por-
trait hangs in the Indian Parliament
Museum. He is the only tribal
leader to have been so 
honoured.  IANS
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Telangana's daily count of new coronavirus
cases dropped further to 661 on Sunday

as authorities conducted fewer tests on
account of Diwali, taking the state's tally to
2,57,374.

During the last 24 hours, the laboratories
conducted only 21,264 coronavirus tests,
about 50 per cent of the daily tests conduct-
ed on weekdays.

Three more patients succumbed to the
virus during the period, taking the state's
COVID-19 death toll to 1,404.

The fatality rate dropped to 0.54 per cent
as against the national average of 1.5 per cent.

Officials said the percentage of deaths due
to COVID-19 was 44.96 while the remaining
55.04 had comorbidities.

Greater Hyderabad reported 167 new
cases. Rangareddy recorded the second high-
est 57 cases, followed by Medchal Malkajgiri
(45) and Nalgonda (34).

According to the daily media bulletin
from Public Health and Family Welfare
Department, 1,637 more patients recovered

during the 24-hour period that ended at 8 pm
on Saturday.

The state's recovery rate improved further
to 93.46 per cent as against the national aver-
age of 93.1 per cent.

The active cases total 15,425, of which
12,899 are in home or institutional i
solation.

The cumulative number of tests mount-
ed to 48,74,433. Eighteen government-run and
50 private laboratories and 1,076 Rapid
Antigen test centres are conducting the tests.

Out of 21,264 samples tested during the
last 24 hours, 19,703 were tested in govern-
ment-run laboratories and 1,561 in private
ones.

Samples tested per million population
ratio rose further to 1,30,962. The daily test-
ing target for the state is 5,600 per day as
against the World Health Organisation
(WHO) benchmark of 140 per million per
day.

Out of 2,57,374 positive cases so far in
Telangana, 70 per cent (1,80,162) were
asymptomatic while the remaining 30 per cent
(77,212) were symptomatic.

Srinagar: The Army on Sunday
paid tributes to its bravehearts
martyred in the line of duty
during Pakistani firing at the
LoC in north Kashmir, officials
said. In a solemn ceremony held
at BB Cantt, Lt General BS Raju,
Chinar Corps Commander,
and all ranks paid homage to
Havildar Hardhan Chandra
Roy, Naik Satai Bhushan
Rameshrao, Gunner Subodh
Ghosh, and Sepoy Jondhale
Rushikesh Ramchandra on
behalf of the proud and grate-
ful nation.

The gallant soldiers had
made the supreme sacrifice on
November 13 when the
Pakistan Army indulged in
unprovoked ceasefire viola-
tions in multiple Sectors of
Kashmir.

Havildar Hardhan Chandra
Roy and Gunner Subodh

Ghosh of the Artillery
Regiment were deployed in the
Uri Sector while Naik Satai
Bhushan Rameshrao and Sepoy
Jondhale Rushikesh
Ramchandra of the Maratha
Light Infantry were deployed in
the Gurez Sector.

In the unprovoked artillery
shelling by Pakistan army, these
bravehearts received multiple
splinter injuries. They were
provided immediate medical
aid and evacuated to nearest
military medical facilities, but
succumbed to their injuries.

Late Havildar Hardhan
Chandra Roy, 38, belonged to
Mhedhipara village in Futkibari
Tehsil in Dhubri district,
Assam. He had joined the
Army in 2001 and is survived
by his wife and son.

Late Naik Satai Bhushan
Rameshrao hailed from Kotal

village in Nagpur district,
Maharashtra. The 28-year-old
had joined the Army in 2011
and is survived by his parents.

Late Gunner Subodh
Ghosh had joined the Army in
2017. The 22-year-old belonged
to Raghunathpur vilalge in
Tehatta Tehsil in Nadia district,
West Bengal, and is survived by
his wife and parents.

Late Sepoy Jondhale
Rushikesh Ramchandra hailed
from Bahirewadi village in of
jara Tehsil in Kolhapur district,
Maharashtra. The 20-year-old
had joined the Army in 2019
and is survived by his parents.

“The Chinar Corps also
acknowledges the supreme sac-
rifice of Sub-Inspector Rakesh
Doval of the Border Security
Force during the ceasefire vio-
lation in Naugam Sector,” the
Army said. IANS
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For the first time, President
Donald Trump on Sunday

appeared to grudgingly
acknowledge that his
Democratic rival Joe Biden
won the closely-fought race for
the White House, but indicat-
ed that he would not concede
and would keep trying to chal-
lenge the “rigged” election out-
come.

The Republican presi-
dent's declaration comes as he
and his administration contin-
ue to accuse Democrats of
election fraud without evi-
dence and impede the transi-

tion. “He won because the
Election was Rigged. NO
VOTE WATCHERS OR
OBSERVERS allowed, vote tab-
ulated by a Radical Left pri-
vately owned company,
Dominion, with a bad reputa-
tion & bum equipment that
couldn't even qualify for Texas
(which I won by a lot!), the
Fake & Silent Media, & 
more!” 

Trump tweeted. Unlike in
India where election results are
declared by the election com-
mission, the results of the pres-
idential elections are certified
by each of the 50 states sepa-
rately which takes weeks.
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From Page 1
Of course, his epochal and

cult appeal was gifted by the
great maestro Satyajit Ray, who
scooped him up for his rare abil-
ity to not only get under the skin
of the character but egolessly
become it with such self-effac-
ing realism and minimalism
that it wouldn’t look like acting
at all.  The Ray-Soumitra part-
nership is often compared to
great director-actor relation-
ships like that of Akira Kurosawa
and Toshiro Mifune, Ingmar
Bergman and Max von Sydow,
Federico Fellini and Marcello
Mastroianni and Martin
Scorcese and Robert De Niro.
Except there is one difference.
Soumitro never got identified

just by Ray’s luminescence, he
played iconic characters in films
by other directors as well, giving
us a multiplicity of relatable
characters than a signature one.
The last was reserved though for
Ray. From Apur Sansar, the
coming of age story of a young
man, who learns to love only to
lose her during childbirth and
decides to embrace their son for
the journey ahead, to Pradosh
Chandra Mitter or Feluda, the
sharp-brained and agile Bengali
private investigator who relied
on logic and deduction than fire-
power to detect crimes,
Soumitro had spanned not just
in confidence but range. So
much so that the Charminar-
smoking Feluda was not exact-

ly Marlborough man but defi-
nitely a cult hero like James
Bond. And no matter how many
Hindi versions or the Bengali
remakes  followed, Soumitro,
like Sean Connery, will be the
only Feluda.   

One must particularly men-
tion his role in Aakash Kusum,
by Ray’s rival and another doyen,
Mrinal Sen. Soumitro, as an
aspirational young man trying to
climb the corporate ladder of
success, bluffing a rich girl and
cutting corners in the process,
would not be justifiable or like-
able. But he made human want
so yearningly real that the audi-
ence felt for him despite him
crossing the line. The actor
took a risk with a weak charac-

ter as he did in Ajoy Kar’s Saat
Paake Bandha, where he plays
an ordinary professor who is
insecure about his rich working
wife and would rather have her
subscribe to his ordinariness.
With the wife played by the gor-
geous Suchitra Sen, one could
never justify the husband’s pet-
tiness but Soumitro made the
conflict between his limitation
and desire so honest and painful,
that you lived the demons with
him and were forced to confront
visceral life choices. 

Of course, there were
Charulata and Ghaire Baire,
where he stole the women’s
heart, enlivened them but was-
n’t man enough to warrant their
freedom from their marital sta-
tus. And it was in such roles that
Soumitro was the perfect coun-
terpoint for women characters
and actors, each of whom, from
Sharmila Tagore to Aparna Sen,

appeared his onscreen equal. He
was careful not to dominate
them, yet shine with his own
light, making his shortcomings
believable and conquerable at
the same time. 

Yet, as he played elderly
characters in his old age, they
seemed to resolve all of life’s con-
flicts with the maturity of wis-
dom. Be it as the authoritative
patriarch, or the ageing husband
who realises he had not appre-
ciated his wife much in Bela
Seshe, the wasted loner craving
for companionship in
Podokhkhep and the professor
dealing with dementia in
Mayurakshi, Soumitro perhaps
penned his own swan song
through the dialogues, flowing
from a life well lived and
enriched. He has left us words,
plenty of them, articulated or
authored, to make sense of life,
not just intellectualise it.

From Page 1
This was reported by Central Pollution

Control Board ( CPCB ) and System of Air
Quality and Weather Forecasting And Research
( SAFAR ), Ministry of Earth Sciences ( MoES
). According to the agency’s air quality index
or AQI, any reading above 100 on a scale of
500 is progressively unsafe for health.

At 08:00 hrs the AQI in Delhi was at 467,
indicating severe conditions that pose a risk of
respiratory problems. The AQI further dete-
riorated, standing at 490 at 17:00 hrs.

While the pollution control board uses 24-
hour average data, the Ministry of Earth
Sciences’ SAFAR, or System of Air Quality and
Weather Forecasting And Research, reports
real-time figures. According to SAFAR obser-
vatory, the stubble burning contribution was
only four percent lowest of the season. “The
overall air quality of Delhi is in the Severe cat-
egory as of today morning as predicted even
under zero predicted local load scenario.”

“However, the magnitude of PM2.5 with-
in the severe category is found to be more than
predicted tend to suggest that significant
local additional emissions (probably fire-
cracker related) during yesterday night on
already build up stubble fire-related pollutant
concentrations lead to such scenario where
hourly  average concentrations touched more
than 1000ug/m3 at midnight on the inter-
vening night of Saturday,” 

Citing MeT factors playing crucial role
impacting air quality, SAFAR said,  boundary
layer winds picked up and changed its direc-
tion to easterly now which is not favorable for
stubble fire-related intrusion.”

“Effective Stubble fire counts (with suffi-
cient potential) estimated from SAFAR-multi-
satellite products are significantly reduced to
around 350 on Saturday nightin contrast to
around 2586,on Friday night.”

From Page 1
However, on Diwali night firecrackers

could be seen going off in various residen-
tial colonies of the national Capital from
around 8 pm.

The Delhi Police, however, said it has

deployed personnel in many parts of the city
and action will be taken against those vio-
lating the ban. “We have deployed adequate
police personnel to check illegal sale and
bursting of fire crackers. Today also, per-
sonnel have been deployed and action will
be taken against the offenders,” a senior
police officer said.

In south Delhi’’s Lajpat Nagar area, a lot
of crackers could be heard going off.

In Delhi’’s neighbouring Noida, Pawan
Kumar said he could hear a lot of fire-
crackers. “People burst crackers despite the
fact that there was a ban. There should have
been strict measures to enforce the ban at
ground level,” he said.

From Page 1
Tarkishore himself

refrained from divulging much
as in reply to persistent queries
from journalists he said little
more than “I shall function in
whatever capacity my party
asks me to”.There were also
speculations that Bihar might
go for two Deputy CMs like in
neighbouring Uttar Pradesh
and Prasad and Renu Devi
might be elevated as a step in
that direction.The proposed
replacement of Sushil Kumar
Modi  called “Chhota Modi” in
the political circles of Bihar, a
jocular reference to the sur-
name he shares with Prime
Minister Narendra Modi  is
being viewed as a precursor to
the BJPs ambitious plans of
aggressively expanding its own

base in Bihar, where it has
played second fiddle to the
JD(U) boss so far.Kumar is also
understood to have tactically
remarked at the NDA meeting
that he was in favour of “a BJP
CM”, but was agreeing to take
up the job again “because of the
insistence” of the saffron party.

The BJP leadership, includ-
ing Prime Minister Narendra
Modi, had been emphatically
stating that Kumar will be
retained as CM even if his
JD(U)s strength in were to
shrink in the assembly
polls.The BJP is said to be wary
of Kumar, sore over rebellion of
Chirag Paswans LJP, gravitating
towards the opposition Grand
Alliance.There have also been
speculations that the BJP, which
has 74 MLAs against only 43 of
JD(U), was likely to insist on
having a greater share in the
council of ministers and have

one of its members as the
Speaker, a post which has been
with the Kumars party ever
since he took over a decade and
a half ago.In addition to the two
aforementioned parties, the
NDA in Bihar includes small-
er allies Vikassheel Insaan Party
(VIP) and Hindustani Awam
Morcha (HAM).HAM presi-
dent Jitan Ram Manjhi, a for-
mer Chief Minister, has ruled
himself out of joining the new
ministry and is said to be lob-
bying for his son Santosh
Suman who is a member of the
legislative council.

The VIP is in a peculiar
position as all its four MLAs are
said to be BJP cadre who
fought on the fledgling outfits
symbol, while the two-year-old
partys founding president
Mukesh Sahni, a former
Bollywood set designer, himself
lost in the elections. 

From Page 1
It is not expected to go as far as the

European Union in integrating member
economies but does build on existing free
trade arrangements.The deal has pow-
erful symbolic ramifications, showing
that nearly four years after Trump
launched his “America First” policy of
forging trade deals with individual coun-
tries, Asia remains committed to multi-
nation efforts toward freer trade that are
seen as a formula for future prosperity.
Ahead of Sunday’s RCEP “special sum-
mit” meeting, Japanese Prime Minister
Yoshihide Suga said he would firmly con-
vey his government’s support for “broad-
ening a free and fair economic zone,
including a possibility of India’s future
return to the deal, and hope to gain sup-
port from the other countries.”
The accord is also a coup for China, by
far the biggest market in the region with
more than 1.3 billion people, allowing
Beijing to cast itself as a “champion of
globalisation and multilateral coopera-
tion” and giving it greater influence over
rules governing regional trade, Gareth
Leather, senior Asian economist for
Capital Economics, said in a report.
China’s official Xinhua News Agency
quoted Premier Li Keqiang hailing the
agreement as a victory against protec-
tionism, in remarks delivered via a video
link. Now that Trump’s opponent
Joe Biden has been declared president-
elect, the region is watching to see how
US policy on trade and other issues will
evolve. Analysts are sceptical Biden
will push hard to rejoin the trans-Pacific
trade pact or to roll back many of the US
trade sanctions imposed on China by the
Trump administration given widespread
frustration with Beijing’s trade and
human rights records and accusations of
spying and technology theft. Critics of
free trade agreements say they tend to
encourage companies to move manu-

facturing jobs overseas. So, having won
over disaffected rust-belt voters in
Michigan and western Pennsylvania in
the November 3 election, Biden is “not
going to squander that by going back into
TPP,” Michael Jonathan Green of the
Centre for Strategic and International
Studies said in a web seminar. But given
concerns over China’s growing influence,
Biden is likely to seek much more
engagement with Southeast Asia to pro-
tect US interests, he said. The fast-
growing and increasingly affluent
Southeast Asian market of 650 million
people has been hit hard by the pandemic
and is urgently seeking fresh drivers for
growth. RCEP originally would have
included about 3.6 billion people and
encompassed about a third of world trade
and global GDP. Minus India, it still cov-
ers more than 2 billion people and close
to a third of all trade and business activ-
ity. RCEP includes six of the 11
remaining CPTPP members. I n d i a
balked at exposing its farmers and fac-
tories to more foreign competition.
Among other concerns, Indian dairy
farmers are worried about competition
from New Zealand and Australian milk
and cheese producers. Automakers fear
imports from across the region. But over-
all the biggest fear is over a flood of man-
ufactured goods from China. T r a d e
and investment flows within Asia have
vastly expanded over the past decade, a
trend that has accelerated amid feuding
between the US and China, which have
imposed billions of dollars’ worth of
punitive tariffs on each other’s exports.
The RCEP agreement is loose enough to
stretch to fit the disparate needs of mem-
ber countries as diverse as Myanmar,
Singapore, Vietnam and Australia. 
ASEAN members include Cambodia,
Indonesia, Laos, Myanmar, the
Philippines, Thailand, Brunei, Singapore,
Malaysia and Vietnam.
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From Page 1
Prof Sahin’s vaccine candi-

date has proved to prevent
over 90 per cent people from
getting Covid-19, as per pre-
liminary reports. This winter
would still be hard, he said in
an interview to a news agency.

Last week, Pfizer and its
German partner BioNTech said
their experimental vaccine was
more than 90 per cent effective
in preventing Covid-19 based
on initial data from its Phase III
trials. The encouraging results
have prompted Anthony Fauci,
the top US infectious-disease
expert, to say that the country
may begin offering the vaccine
to priority groups at the end of
December.

Sahin said he was confi-
dent the vaccine would reduce
transmission between people as

well as stop symptoms devel-
oping in someone who has had
the vaccine, though not as
high as the test results but still
“maybe 50 per cent”.

He said as everything con-
tinued to go well, he said, the
vaccine would begin to be
delivered at the “end of this
year, beginning of next year”.
He, however made it clear that
it was not yet known how long
immunity would last after the
vaccine’s second shot is admin-
istered.

The goal was to deliver
more than 300 million doses
worldwide by next April, he
said on the BBC show, which
“could allow us to only start to
make an impact” and the big-
ger impact would happen later
only.

“Summer will help us

because the infection rate will
go down in the summer and
what is absolutely essential is
that we get a high vaccination
rate until or before
autumn/winter next year,” he
stressed.

Asked if the vaccine was as
effective in older people as it is
in younger people, he said he
expected to have a better idea
in the next three weeks.

Sahin also said the “key
side effects” of the vaccine
seen so far were a mild to mod-
erate pain in the injection site
for a few days, while some par-
ticipants had a mild to moder-
ate fever over a similar period.

According to the World
Health Organization (WHO),
more than 150 Covid-19 vac-
cines are presently in develop-
ment, with around 44 candi-
dates in clinical trials and 11
undergoing late-stage
testing.

From Page 1
“His condition is stable

and he continues to be under
medical observation...We
request you to pray for his
speedy recovery,” he said.

Several Congress leaders
wished a speedy recovery to
Patel. “Deeply concerned and
praying for the good health of
my friend and comrade Ahmed
Patel. Please join us in praying
for his early recovery,” senior
Congress leader Anand Sharma
tweeted.

Many Congress leaders,
including Abhishek Singhvi
and Tarun Gogoi, had also
tested positive for COVID-19
earlier.

From Page 1
The home minister said to

increase the number of oxygen
beds, the 10,000-bedded
Chhatarpur COVID care centre
will be strengthened and some
of the hospitals of the munici-
pal corporations of Delhi will be
converted into dedicated
COVID hospitals. After the
meeting, Delhi Chief Minister
Kejriwal, however, said around
750 ICU beds will be arranged
at the DRDO centre and daily
testing will be scaled up to 1-1.25
lakh in coming the days.

“The Centre has assured
that in the next two days 500
ICU beds will be made available
at the DRDO centre and after a
few more days 250 more ICU
beds will be arranged. So,
around 750 ICU beds will be
available there.”

Kejriwal said another deci-
sion taken in the meeting was to
scale up daily tests from around
60,000 (PCR and rapid antigen
tests) to 1-1.25 lakh daily.

A home ministry statement
said Shah directed the Health
Ministry to make arrangements
for requisite numbers of BIPAP
machines and high flow nasal
canulas to the Delhi government
within the next two days.

House-to-house survey in

the entire Delhi will be con-
ducted by the teams of AIIMS,
Delhi government and munic-
ipal corporations of Delhi and all
the symptomatic persons found
in the survey would be tested
and provided the necessary
treatment. The health ministry
will issue a standard protocol for
plasma therapy and plasma
administration for the treat-
ment of COVID-19 patients
immediately.

Mobile testing laboratories
will be deployed by the health
ministry and ICMR in areas
where poor and vulnerable sec-
tions of the society reside, the
statement said.  Dedicated multi-
departmental teams will visit all
the private hospitals in Delhi to
physically check the availability
of Covid-19 medical infra-
structure vis-a-vis the admission
status.  The meeting resolved
that the Delhi government and
Delhi Police will strictly enforce
the necessary measures, espe-
cially wearing of face masks, so
that there is no laxity in the
observance of Covid-19 appro-
priate behaviour It was
presented in the meeting that the
number of active cases per day
has increased substantially but
the Case Fatality Rate (CFR)
continues to remain in control.

The health and medical
infrastructure, such as dedicat-
ed Covid-19 beds, beds with

ventilators, and ICUs, is already
showing signs of strain, the
statement said.

Accordingly, it is essential
to enhance surveillance, strict-
ly enforce containment mea-
sures, increase testing, and rapid-
ly build up the requisite medical
infrastructure, it said.
The government also decided to
temporarily shift some testing
laboratories from other parts of
the country, where they are
unutilised, to Delhi.

The home minister also
emphasised that the entire set of
containment measures institut-
ed earlier should be reviewed
continuously, so that there are no
gaps in implementing these
measures.  The officers consid-
ered, particularly those at district
levels, would be personally
responsible for ensuring com-
pliance in this regard, and any
deviation observed in this regard
would be viewed seriously.

Shah said that the situation
of COVID-19 in Delhi, as also
in the neighbouring areas of the
National Capital Region (NCR),
would be reviewed on a contin-
uous basis over the coming
weeks.  Kejriwal said there was
no discussion in the meeting on
possible restrictions in Delhi in
view of  the rising COVID-19
cases, and added the home min-
istry will perhaps hold a meet-
ing in this regard on Monday.

On November 2, a meeting
convened by Union Home
Secretary Ajay Kumar Bhalla
had attributed the third surge in
coronavirus cases in Delhi to fes-
tivals and a greater movement of
people, accompanied by laxity in
adhering to the basic principles
of COVID-appropriate behav-
iour.  The national capital had
recorded its highest single-day
spike of 8,593 COVID-19 cases
on Wednesday. On Thursday,
104 fatalities, the highest in a day
in over five months, were
recorded.

According to the health
bulletin issued on Saturday, the
tally  of active cases rose to
44,456 in the national capital
while the  recovery rate stood at
over 89 per cent. The number of
containment zones in Delhi was
4,288 as on Saturday.

The National Centre for
Disease Control, in a report
drafted recently, had warned that
Delhi needed to be prepared for
about 15,000 fresh COVID-19
cases per day, taking into
account the winter-related res-
piratory problems, a large influx
of patients from outside and fes-
tive gatherings.  In June, when
the number of COVID-19 cases
was on the rise in Delhi, there
were complaints of non-avail-
ability of beds in hospitals and
difficulty in getting tests done in
laboratories. 
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The Special Cell of Delhi
Police has nabbed a 40-

year-old man allegedly involved
in opening fire at a police
party in 2018 near a mall in
Gurugram.

The accused has been iden-
tified as Nasim alias Bhukkad.
Police said that Bhukkad is a
Mewat based criminal and was
wanted in a case of assault and
firing at Delhi police team in
North Delhi's Timarpur area in
2018.

Police said that he
remained evasive for two years
and was subsequently declared
as a proclaimed offender by a
Delhi court.

According to Pramod

Singh Kushwaha, the Deputy
Commissioner of Police
(DCP), Special Cell, the
accused was arrested on
November 12 from a spot near
a mall in Gurugram and has
been booked under appropri-
ate sections of law.

“In September 2018, the
accused Nasim and his six
associates stole cows from
Timarpur. 

They loaded them in their
truck and started moving away
in their vehicle when they
were challenged by police.
They were chased by a PCR van
and their vehicle was inter-
cepted near Wazirabad fly-
over,” said the DCP.

“While all the accused fled
away from the spot after open-

ing  fire at the PCR  staff, near-
ly after about a week, two
members of the gang were
arrested, but Nasim and his
other four associates were
absconding since then,” said the
DCP.  

“On interrogation, the
accused revealed that during
his absconding period, he had
been hiding himself in the
interiors of Mewat area and
continued with his criminal
activities from there with the
help of his associates,” said the
DCP

.“The accused was previ-
ously involved in more than 30
criminal cases of robbery,
dacoity, cow-smuggling and
attempt to murder in Delhi and
Haryana,” said the DCP. 
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Despite ban on crackers, the
National Capital witnessed

burning of crackers on
Deepawali and there were 205
calls related to fire incidents,
slightly less than the last year.
On the eve of Deepawali, there
was also an incident of a fire at
a godown in west Delhi's
Mundka in which a 28-year-old
man was killed while another
was injured.

Last year, the Delhi fire
department had received 245
calls related to fire incidents on
Diwali.

According to Atul Garg,
the Director, Delhi Fire
Services (DFS), the DFS
received 205 fire-related calls
till Diwali midnight and only
two calls were specifically relat-
ed to firecracker bursting while
most of the calls were about the

blaze in open areas or dump
yards.

“Of the total calls received,
129 were handled by the fire
service department's control
room during the peak hours
(from 6 pm to 11.58 pm), the
time when people usually lit
diyas after puja and burst fire-
crackers,” said Garg adding
that DFS responded to 205 calls
this year on Diwali which is
slightly less as compared to the
last year.

“It could be due to impo-
sition of a complete ban but
people were still found burst-
ing firecrackers and most of the
garbage dumps that caught
fire are also due to fireworks,”
he said.The National Green
Tribunal on Monday imposed
a total ban on the sale or use of
all kinds of firecrackers in the
National Capital Region from
midnight of November 9 to the

midnight of November 30.
Ahead of Diwali, the Delhi

government too had imposed
a total ban on firecrackers,
including the environmentally
safer green crackers, from
November 7-30 to combat ris-
ing air pollution amid an
increasing number of COVID-
19 cases in the city.

Out of the 205 calls
received on this Diwali, 175
were related to fire while the
remaining were related to other
requirements, including assis-
tance for rescuing birds and
animals, the senior fire official
said.

Only two of the 175 calls
were related to fire due to
bursting of firecrackers, while
71 calls were related to fire at
dump yards or open areas,
including the fire at a cooler-
cum-wood godown in Mundka
area on Saturday night, he

said.
The injured and the

deceased were identified as
Aditya, 20, and Sunil Kumar,
28, respectively. Both were res-
idents of Ayodhya in Uttar
Pradesh, the police official
said.

The official suspects that
Kumar was sleeping inside the
godown when the fire broke
out.

“A call about the fire was
received at around 11.05 pm
and 12 fire tenders were rushed
to the spot. The charred body
was recovered from inside the
godown. The fire was eventu-
ally brought under control but
what led to the blaze is not
known yet,” said Garg.

The DFS had deployed
2,500 personnel to deal with
any emergency on the occa-
sion. Also, fire tenders were
deployed at 24 locations across

the city from 5 pm to midnight
on both the days.

The vehicles were deployed
at Azad Market Chowk, Jaipur
Golden Hospital, New Ashok
Nagar, Yamuna Vihar, Radha
Soami Satsang - Bhati Mines,
Bara Tooti Chowk, Tilak Nagar,
Lajpat Nagar (Central Market),
Lal Kuan Chowk, Lahori Gate,
Nangloi, South Extension,
Sonia Vihar. 

Mehrauli, Ghitorni Metro
station, Alipur police station,
Rani Bagh Market, DTC
Deport Katran Market, Gandhi
Nagar Market, Mahipalpur
Chowk, Sangam Vihar,
Mundka Metro Station,
Chhatarpur Near Tivoli
Garden.

Besides, motorcycles with
fire fighting equipment and
high-pressure pumps were also
deployed to douse the fire on
the streets and narrow lanes.
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A28-year-old man was
charred to death while

another was injured after a fire
broke out at a cooler godown
in west Delhi's Mundka area.
The incident took place on
Saturday night.The deceased
has been identified as Sunil
Kumar while the injured has
been identified as 20 year-old
Aditya, both residents of
Ayodhya in Uttar
Pradesh.According to Atul
Garg, the Director, Delhi Fire
Services (DFS), a call about a

fire at a wood godown was
received at around 11.05 PM
on Saturday following which 12
fire tenders were rushed to the
spot.“A charred body was
found lying inside the godown
while the injured was rushed to
nearby hospital for treatment.
The fire was brought under
control but the reason for fire
is not known yet,” said Garg. 
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Despite all the strict mea-
sures adopted by

Gurugram Police against the
bursting, sale and purchase of
fireworks in the district, several
people flouted all the norms
with impunity on Diwali.

As a result, the police have
issued 59 challans against peo-
ple for busting firecrackers and
also registered one case for sell-
ing firecrackers on Diwali, the
police said on Sunday.

With these 59 challans, a

total of 15 persons have been
apprehended till now for sell-
ing crackers and same number
of cases have been registered.

Nearly 50 kg of firecrack-
ers have been seized from var-
ious parts of Gurugram. 

"A total of 15 people have
been arrested for bursting fire-
crackers and 15 cases have
been registered in this regard
till date at different police sta-
tion in Gurugram. 

These 59 persons were
challaned on the complaints
and calls given by neighbours,"
said Subhash Boken,

spokesperson of Gurugram
Police.

Meanwhile, to celebrate
the festival, locals burst fire-
crackers despite the ban. 

National Green Tribunal
(NGT) has imposed a total ban
on sale or use of all kinds of
firecrackers across Delhi-NCR
till November 30 midnight.

The district Police have
intensified the vigil for persons
violating Covid guidelines and
policemen were seen issuing
challans and checking face
masks at public places and
busy markets.
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The Rashtrapati Bhavan,
Qutub Minar and other

monuments across India will
#GoBlue on the World
Children's Day on November
20 in solidarity with child
rights and the impact of
COVID-19 on children's lives,
the UNICEF said.

Iconic monuments will
light up in blue under the
#GoBlue campaign, it said. On
the occasion of World
Children's Day, UNICEF said,
this year's activities will occur
in the virtual and the digital
spaces.

"Along with grownups,
children will also wear masks
and maintain physical dis-
tance. That, however, does not
mean that children's voices

will be any quieter – children
will be Masked but not Muted!
this World Children's Day,"
the UN body said in a state-
ment.

UNICEF in partnership
with Parliamentarian's Group
for Children (PGC) is orga-
nizing a Climate Parliament
with Children on November

20, under the leadership of Vice
President M Venkaiah Naidu,
and 30 members of Parliament.

"Children will discuss the
impact of climate change with

the parliamentarians and pre-
sent a Charter of Demands on
climate action. The partici-
pant parliamentarians are
expected to sign a letter of com-
mitment to support integrating
children's rights and voices to
climate action and adaptation
plans," it said.

"Monuments across the
country – the Rashtrapati
Bhavan (Presidential Palace),
Prime Minister's Office (North
and South Block), the
Parliament House and Qutub
Minar in New Delhi, and other
historical buildings, landmarks
and key government buildings
across India – will #GoBlue on
November 20, standing in sol-
idarity for child rights and the
impact of COVID-19 and cli-
mate change on their lives," it
said.
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Delhi Chief Minister Arvind
Kejriwal has nominated

10 AAP MLAs and one BJP
MLA as chairpersons of district
development committees.

An order for nominations
of committee chairpersons in
11 districts in Delhi was issued
by Principal Secretary
(Revenue) Sanjeev Khirwar
earlier this week, official said.

The list of new chairper-
sons also includes the name of
BJP MLA Jitender Mahajan for
Shahdara district development
committee.

The remaining nominated
AAP MLAs include S K Bagga

(East), Pramila Tokas (New
Delhi), Ajesh Yadav (North),
Surendra Kumar (North East),
Mukesh Ahlawat (North West)
and Naresh Yadav (South).

Sangam Vihar MLA
Dinesh Mohaniya has been
nominated as chairperson of
South East district develop-
ment committee. 

Besides Naresh Balyan
(South West), Jarnail Singh
(West) and Som Dutt (Central)
have also been nominated, the
order said.

The power of nomination
of chairpersons of district
development committees is
vested in the chief minister as
per an order of the General

Administration Department of
Delhi Government, issued in
1999.

The district development
committees serve many pur-
poses, including decentralisa-
tion of decision-making by
involving elected representa-
tives in the matters of devel-
opment, officials said.

They also play a role in
planning and execution of
programmes and schemes at
district level with special focus
on development of basic
amenities and serve as public
grievance redressal mecha-
nism through involvement of
the elected representatives,
they added.
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At least 3,235 fresh Covid-19
cases reported in the

national capital, the lowest
since October 26, taking the
total number tally to over 4.85
lakh on Sunday, while the pos-
itivity rate increased to 15.33
per cent.

According to the health
bulletin issued by the govern-
ment on Sunday, ninety-five
more fatalities pushed the death
toll to 7,614. The fresh coron-
avirus cases were detected from
21,098 tests conducted the pre-

vious day, the lowest since
August 14, when 14,389 tests
were done. Out of the total tests
conducted, 11,877 were rapid-
antigen tests, and 9221 RT-PCR

tests, the bulletin said.
According to the Sunday

bulletin, out of the total 16,654
beds in  COVID hospitals,
7,913 are vacant. The number

of tests per million was over 2.8
lakh, while the total  number of
tests stood at over 54 lakh. 

The bulletin said 4,37801
patients have recovered, been
discharged or migrated so far.

Delhi had recorded its
highest single-day spike of
8,593 COVID-19 cases on
Wednesday. 

On Thursday, 104 fatalities,
the highest in a day in over five
months, were recorded.

The city had registered 93
deaths on June 16. On Sunday,
95 more fatalities were record-
ed. The 10-day average death
rate in the city stands at 1.23
percent, the bulletin said.

“The national capital
recorded a positivity rate of
15.33 per cent amid the festive
season and rising pollution in

the city, according to the bul-
letin issued by the health
department,” it said.

The total number of cases
reported so far has climbed to
4,85,405. 

As many as 1,258 COVID-
19 deaths have been recorded
in the national capital in the
last 17 days, with experts
attributing it to sudden surge
in cases, deteriorating air qual-
ity, laxity by people in adher-
ing to safety norms, among
other factors. 

Coronavirus cases in Delhi
have registered a sudden spike
since October 28 when the
daily infection breached the
5,000-mark for the first time
and it crossed the 8,000-mark
on Wednesday, also for the first
time.
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Delhi Chief Minister Arvind
Kejriwal on Sunday said

that the Government will
increase the number of testing
in the national capital from
60,000 to 1 lakh or 1.25 lakh
per day with the help of Indian
Council of Medical Research
(ICMR).

In the meeting convened
by the Home Minister Amit
Shah regarding increasing
number of cases in Delhi, the
Chief Minister asked for coop-
eration from the Central
Government to tackle the pan-
demic. The Delhi chief minis-
ter has also asked the central
government to immediately
intervene in the matter of pol-
lution and to instruct the
neighbouring states to take
serious steps to stop the stub-

ble burning.
Kejriwal said, "It was also

decided in the meeting that the
number of tests in Delhi will
increase from 60,000 per day to
1 lakh or 1.25 lakh. The Delhi
government facilities are work-
ing at their highest capacity
right now, therefore, the ICMR
has assured that they will help
us to increase the number of
testing."

Talking to the media,
Kejriwal said that the key prob-
lem which the government is
facing is shortage of ICU
(Intensive Care Unit) beds in
Delhi. “After October 20 the
number of Covid cases in Delhi
is increasing at a very high rate.
Right now we have sufficient
number of Covid beds in Delhi
but the scarcity is with the ICU
beds," he said.

Earlier also when the Delhi

government has sought sup-
port from the Centre, it has
always responded positively
and provided the state with
beds, medical facilities and
other support whenever
required. 

The Delhi Model was
widely acknowledged by every
agency and the better coordi-
nation amongst the various
wings of the government that
Delhi has managed to control
the COVID19 cases

In the meeting the Delhi
CM also followed up on Delhi
Government’s request to
increase the number of beds in
the Central Government
Hospitals.

Kejriwal said, "Today home
Minister Amit Shah called an
emergency meeting over the
Covid pandemic situation in
Delhi. After this meeting we

have the assurance that all the
government agencies of both
the central government and the
state government will work
together to tackle the COVID-
19 situation of Delhi. I want to
thank Amit Shah ji for his
cooperation."

Earlier this week Kejriwal
wrote to the Union Health
Minister requesting him to
augment Covid-19 bed capac-

ity in central government-run
hospitals in the capital in view
of the surge in cases.  

“The Delhi government
has given a very serious focus
on the increasing number of
Covid beds in various hospitals.
Regarding this, the Delhi gov-
ernment also reached out to all
the private hospitals to increase
the number of Covid beds and
to reserve 80 per cent of beds

for Corona patients.
Last week the Delhi high

court gave its nod to the Delhi
government's decision of
reserving 80 per cent of inten-
sive care unit (ICU) beds in 33

private hospitals for Covid-19
patients for two weeks, lifting
its legal hold after noting that
the coronavirus outbreak was
at alarming new levels in the
national capital,” he said.

As on date, there are 16641
COVID 19 beds out of which
the Delhi government hospitals
have 5451, the Centre has 3721
and the remaining are private
hospitals.
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Despite ban on bursting
crackers in the National

Capital, the Delhi Police per-
sonnel were kept their toes  as
they received over 2,000 Police
Control Room (PCR) calls in
connection with bursting fire-
crackers across the city. Police
on Diwali also seized over
1,300 kilograms (kgs) of crack-
ers across the city.

The National Green
Tribunal on November 9 had
imposed a total ban on the sale
or use of all kinds of firecrack-
ers in the National Capital
Region from midnight of

November 9 to the midnight of
November 30 but on Diwali
bursting of firecrackers were
witnessed across Delhi.

According to a senior
police official, on Diwali police
received 2,100 PCR calls on
Diwali night.“Most of these
calls were regarding bursting of
firecrackers and were received
from Southwest, Dwarka and
Northwest parts of Delhi. Such
calls were received between
8:30 PM to 10.30 PM,” said the
senior police official.

Meanwhile, around 1,206
cases including kalandras (for-
mal notices) were registered in
connection with sale and usage

of firecrackers on Diwali night.
“A total number of people

arrested, including those
boundown on Diwali alone
were 850 and a total of 1,314.42
kgs of firecrackers were seized
on Diwali,” said a senior police
official.As per the Delhi Police
data compiled on the Deepwali
night, maximum cases were
registered in outer-north north
district (165) followed by North
(146), Northwest (127) and
outer (99) while maximum
firecrackers were seized in
outer district (286.20 kgs) fol-
lowed by southwest (260.70
kgs) and outer-north with
(118.10 kgs).
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Sending out a tough message
to China and Pakistan,

Prime Minister Narendra Modi
said India will give a befitting
and fierce response if pro-
voked and said it has always
opposed expansionist policies
and terrorism. He also stressed
the need for self-reliance in
defence sector.

His stern remarks came in
the backdrop of the ongoing
stand-off for the last six months
with China at the Line of
Actual Control(LAC) in
Eastern Ladakh and recent
spurt in ceasefire violations at
the Line of Control(LOC) in
Jammu and Kashmir.

Celebrating Diwali with
soldiers at Longewala, Jaisalmer
on Saturday, Modi said India
will give a “prachand jawab”
(fierce reply) if provoked.

Addressing the troops at
the forward post, which has
become a part of military leg-
end after troops here success-
fully thwarted numerically
higher Pakistani forces in the
1971 war, Modi took a swipe at
China without naming it, say-
ing the world is troubled by
“expansionist forces” and
expansionism shows a “dis-
torted mindset” that belongs to

the 18th century.
India has become a force-

ful voice against forces of
expansionism, he said.  As
regards Pakistan, the Prime
Minister said the Indian sol-
diers have hit “sponsors of ter-
rorism” in their home, a refer-
ence to air and surgical strikes
against terror camps in the
neighbouring country.

“No force in the world can
prevent our brave soldiers from
defending our borders. The
world today knows that we will
not compromise with our inter-
ests even one bit at any cost,”
the Prime Minister said amid
a standoff with China at
Ladakh border.

He said India believes in
the policy of understanding
others and making them
understand but if it is tested,
then it will give a fierce reply.
The country has the capabili-
ty and political will to give a
befitting response to those who
challenge it, Modi said.

The prime minister also
underlined the importance of
having strong capability, saying
despite advanced internation-
al cooperation and equations,
vigilance is the path to securi-
ty, alertness leads to happiness
and peace is the prize of hav-
ing strength.

“History of the world tells
us that only those nations have
remained safe and advanced
who had the ability to take on
invaders,” Modi said, adding
that 130 crore Indians stand
with the country’s soldiers and
bow to their bravely.

“They are proud of your
valour,” he told soldiers, saying
their bravery has got better of
all adversities, be it in deserts,
forests or deep oceans.

Modi said his Diwali is
complete only after he comes
among soldiers, adding he can-
not stay away from his own on
this festival. He said the more
time he spends with the sol-
diers, the stronger his resolve to
serve and protect the country
gets.

“Your sacrifices teach the
country discipline and sense of
service,” the prime minister
told soldiers, referring to his

government’s efforts to combat
the coronavirus and also to
restart the economic activity
fully.

Urging soldiers to make
innovation and yoga a part of
their daily lives, he also asked
them to learn one language
other than Hindi, English and
their mother tongue, saying it
will enrich their lives.

The prime minister
referred to his government’s

stress on self-reliance and ‘vocal
for local’ campaign, and com-
plimented the armed forces for
the decision to bar import
over 100 weapons and defence
equipment.

Recalling the glorious bat-
tle of Longewala, he said it will
always be remembered in the
annals of strategic planning and
military valour.

He said this was the time
when the ugly face of Pakistan

was exposed as its army was
terrorizing innocent citizens of
Bangladesh and committing
atrocities against women.

“Pakistan opened the front
on western border to divert the
global attention but our forces
gave them a befitting reply,” he
said. 

On the occasion, he
recalled the fierce fight the post
had witnessed in the 1971 war
against Pakistan and paid trib-

utes to Brigadier Kuldeep Singh
Chandpuri, a hero of the bat-
tle who was then a Major, say-
ing he became “rashtra deep”
with his feat of bravery.

Modi has been visiting for-
ward posts every Diwali since
his government came to power
in 2014.  That year he visit
Siachen glacier. He was in
Rajouri last year, in
Uttarakhand in 2018 and in
Gurez in 2017.
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Underlining his
Government’s focus on

self-reliance in the defence
sector, Prime Minister
Narendra Modi rode an Arjun
tank during his visit to
Longewala, Jaisalmer on
Saturday. The Arjun main bat-
tle tank(MBT) is indigenously
designed and manufactured
weapon system.

The Indian army will raise
two more regiments of Arjun
MK1A (Mark 1 Alpha), which
will have 72 improvements over
the Mark 1 tank, out of which
14 are major improvements and

58 are minor. The new regi-
ments will be inducted in the
next six months.

The acceptance of necessi-
ty for the procurement of 118
Arjun MBT Mk1A is being
progressed and the Defence
Research and Development
Organisation expect the indent
in another three to four months,
sources said.

Two regiments will have 59
tanks each. With panoramic
vision thermal imaging feature,
the commander of the tank
will be in control of the situation.
It also has a remote control
weapon system to deter low-fly-
ing objects like helicopters. It

also has a mine-plough feature
which can fig as deep as one feet.

The tank can fire thermo-
baric ammunition and pene-
tration-cum-blast ammunition.
The Arjun was inducted into the
Army in 2004. The army has, so
far, inducted 124 Arjun tanks
which are deployed along the
border with Pakistan in
Jaisalmer.

The defence sector is at the
forefront when it comes to
India’s push for ‘vocal for local’.
The ministry recently came out
with a list of 101 defence items
taken out of the import list in a
bid to give a major boost to the
Indian industry.
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The CBI has booked former
CMD of Hindustan

Steelworks Construction Ltd.,
a public sector undertaking
under the Steel Ministry,
Moyukh Bhaduri and others in
a case of graft and criminal
misconduct relating to fraud-
ulent award of contract for con-
struction of Trade Facilitation
Center & Crafts Museum (TFC
& CM) at Varanasi.

Besides Bhaduri, the CBI
has named Hirnadri Sarraddar,
GM Engineering and D C
Bandopadhyay, Advisor
Marketing and Contract of
Hindustan Steelworks.

Six private persons associ-
ated with private companies
have also been named as
accused in the case.

The Regular Case in the
matter follows a Preliminary
Enquiry.

Anant Saxena, MD, Zillion
Infra Projects Pvt. Ltd., N
Krishna Rao, Director
(Projects), Vijay Nirman Co.
Pvt. Ltd; V Ajay Kumar, MD,

Vijay Nirman Co. Pvt, Ltd.,
GRK Reddy of NCC Ltd.; Vikas
Jalan (Private Person), MD of
Trans Metalite India Pvt. Ltd.,
Dhiraj Kanchal (Private
Person) and unknown others
are named as accused in the
case.

The PE revealed that the
Ministry of Textiles appointed
Export Promotion Council for
Handicraft (EPCH) as imple-
menting Agency for the project
of Trade Facilitation Center &
Crafts Museum (TFC & CM).
Enquiry has further revealed
that in April 2015, EPCH ini-
tiated a proposal for engaging
HSCL as Project Management
Service Provider (PMSP) for
the said project. However, in
May, 2015, EPCH showed its
incapability to continue further
as implementing agency for the
said project due to involvement
of technical nature of work in
the said project.

Subsequently, the imple-
menting agency for the said
project was changed from
EPCH to National Handloom
Development Corporation Ltd.

(NHDC) in June, 2015.
“Enquiry has further

revealed that Shri Moyukh
Bhaduri, the then CMD, HSCL,
conspired with Anant Saxena,
MD, Zillion Infra Projects Pvt.
Ltd. and Vikas Jalan (Private
Person), MD of M/s. Trans
Metalite India Pvt. Ltd. and in
furtherance of said criminal
conspiracy, Shri Shri Vikas
Jalan, Private Person, MD of
Trans Metalite India Pvt. Ltd,
during May-June 2015,
demanded gratification of total
Rs 2.25 crore from Anant
Saxena for facilitating the selec-
tion of HSCL as PMSP in the
said project, according to the
complaint which is now part of
the FIR. .

Consequent to these
demands, Anant Saxena
allegedly delivered Rs 10 lakh
and Rs 15 lakh (in cash) to him
on June 4, 2015 and June 24,
2015 respectively, it alleged.

Bhaduri allegedly con-
spired with other accused per-
sons allegedly indulged in huge
monetary transactions in con-
nection with the said work.
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Despite providing �100 per
quintal per farmers to

manage paddy crop residue in
situ without burning and
spending over �500 crore from
Central Government’s grant in
the last two years, out of the
83,466 incidents of stubble
burning in three States, Punjab
has recorded 75,781 incidents
this season, highest since 2017.
Farmers’ organisations who
were protesting in the State
claimed that farmers resorted
to stubble burning to protest
their anger over the central
Government’s farm legislations.

According to the ministry of
agriculture’s data, Punjab had
reported 46211 cases of stubble
burning in the corresponding
period last year and 49387
such incidents in 2018. The
number of farm fires was 53518
in the state during the same
period in 2017. An official
from the Indian Agricultural
Research Institute (IARI) said
the incidents of stubble burn-
ing hit the peak between
November 1 and November 14.
With 9695 incidents, Sangrur is

top in the state in stubble burn-
ing, followed by Bathinda 7133,
Ferozepur 6,968, Patiala 5364,
Muktsar 4795 and Mansa 4780
this year as compared to since
2017.

Records show nearly 28,000
crop residue management
machines like Happy Seeder,
Super-Straw Management
System (S-SMS), chopper,

mulcher, cutter-cum-slasher
and hydraulically reversible
mould board plough were
delivered last year, and anoth-
er 18,000 were delivered this
year. The subsidy is 50 per cent
on machines purchased by
farmers individually, and 80 per
cent if purchased by societies.

The numbers of stubble
burning incidents in Haryana

and Uttar Pradesh tell a differ-
ent story altogether. The figures
have come down significantly.
According to the data, Haryana
recorded 4,909 farm fires
between October 1 and
November 14 while Uttar
Pradesh reported 2,676 such
incidents during the period,
which is the lowest in both the
states in the last five years.

Haryana recorded 5,807 inci-
dents of stubble burning and
Uttar Pradesh 2,653 cases (till
Nov 12) during the corre-
sponding period last year.

Despite a ban on stubble
burning in Punjab and
Haryana, farmers continue to
defy it as there is a short win-
dow between the harvesting of
paddy and the sowing of wheat.
The high cost of manual or
mechanical management of
straw is a major reason why
farmers choose to burn it. The
period from 15 October to 15
November is when stubble
burning instances spike because
paddy crops are harvested dur-
ing this time and the residue left
behind needs to be cleared to
sow wheat. While burning is the
easiest and cheapest method,
there are other, less harmful
ways of clearing agricultural
fields.

Last year, Punjab produced
around two crore tonnes of
paddy residue, of which 98
lakh tonnes were burnt by
farmers. Farmers in Haryana
burnt 12.3 lakh tonnes of the 70
lakh tonnes of paddy residue
produced.
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Almost 160 tonnes of bio-
medical waste in the form

of gloves, face masks and empty
sanitiser bottles used by polling
personnel and voters, was gen-
erated in conducting Bihar
assembly polls amid the coro-
navirus pandemic. 

According to Bihar Chief
Electoral Officer H R Srinivas,
roughly 160 tonne of biomed-
ical waste was generated. The
office of the Chief Electoral
Officer of Bihar had sought the
help of the state health depart-
ment to decide on “COVID
safety material” for the three
phase elections. The safety
material which included face
masks, face shields, gloves and

personal sanitiser bottles were
put in a bag meant for a polling
party of six persons.  

To ensure safety of voters,
polling staff and security per-
sonnel in the first-ever polls
held amid the pandemic, the
Election Commission had pro-
cured 18 lakh face shields, 70
lakh face masks, 5.4 lakh sin-
gle use rubber gloves for

polling and security personnel
and 7.21 crore ‘one hand’ sin-
gle use polythene gloves for
voters to press the EVM button
and sign the register at the
polling stations. It had also
bought a total of 29 lakh hand
sanitiser bottles of 100 and 500
ml. Bihar was the first state
which went on polls during the
coronavirus pandemic in the
country.

All districts have its bio-
medical waste (BMW) dispos-
al agency. “The challenge was
the agency would lift BMW
from health centres, hospitals
but not lift from polling sta-
tions. The districts then
appointed BMW workers,”
Srinivas said. On polling day,
the workers would place two
yellow-coloured dustbins per
polling station for disposal of
used masks, gloves and sani-
tiser bottles. A team with a
vehicle and BMW workers was
tagged with 10 to 15 polling
stations. After the polling was
concluded, the team would
pick up the dustbins from the
polling stations and bring it to
the public health centre it was
tagged to. From the PHC, the
waste was taken for incinera-
tion in polythene bags.

The poll authorities also
relied on an inexpensive but
effective technology used to
track EVMs to ensure that the
waste reached public health
centres for its onward journey
to the incinerator. To track
vehicles with biomedical waste,
poll authorities use “Election
Tracking Enabled System” or
Ele-Traces, an application
developed by NIC.

As per the guidelines
issued by the Election
Commission and poll author-
ities in Bihar, the polling sta-
tions were sanitised a day
before election and three times
on the day of the election.
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India went past the 88-lakh
mark after recording 41,100

new cases of Covid-19 in the past
24 hours on Sunday, making it
the eighth consecutive day of less
than 50,000 new daily cases. Out
of the total cases, 4.79 lakh cases
are active, while 82.63 lakh peo-
ple have recovered after testing
positive.

Overall tally stood at
88,14,579 cases while the death
toll has mounted to 1,29,635 with
447 more deaths recorded in a
span of 24 hours, said the Union
Health Ministry in a statement
here.

The Indian Council of
Medical Research said that a total
of 12,48,36,819 samples have
been tested for COVID-19 up to
14 November. Of these, 8,05,589
samples were tested yesterday,
the ICMR said.

New recoveries outnum-
bering new cases every 24-hour
cycle has also improved the
recovery rate to 93.09 per cent,s
aid the Ministry. Also, the total
recovered cases stand at
82,05,728. The gap between

recovered cases and active cases
that is steadily increasing
presently stands at 77,26,512, it
said.

While ten States/UTs have
contributed 82.87 per cent of the
new cases, as many states con-
tributed 79.91 per cent of the
new recovered cases. With 7,117
persons recovering from Covid,
Delhi saw the most number of
recoveries. Kerala registered
6,793 daily recoveries while West
Bengal reported 4,479 new
recoveries.

Delhi reported 7,340 cases in
the last 24 hours. Kerala record-
ed 6,357 new cases while
Maharashtra reported 4,237 new
cases yesterday.

The Ministry said that 85.01
per cent of the 447 case fatalities
that have been reported in the
past 24 hours are from Ten
States/UTs of which 23.5 per cent
of new fatalities reported are
from Maharashtra which report-
ed 105 deaths. Delhi and West
Bengal follow with 96 and 53
new deaths, respectively. 21
States/UTs have death per mil-
lion lower than national average
of 94, said the Ministry.
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Antidepressant fluvoxamine
appears to prevent Covid-

19 infections from worsening
and may help keep patients out
of the hospital, a trial based on
research from the University of
Virginia School of Medicine
suggests.

The researchers who have
published their findings in the
Journal of the American Medical
Association in their clinical  trial
compared fluvoxamine with a
placebo in 152 adult outpatients
infected with the coronavirus.

None of the participants
who received fluvoxamine saw
“clinical deterioration” after 15
days, while six patients who
received placebo did. Of those
six, four were hospitalized, for
periods ranging from four to 21
days. One was on a ventilator for
10 days.

While the study size was
small, the researchers say the
results are statistically significant
and that fluvoxamine warrants
further study as a Covid-19
treatment. They plan to launch
a larger trial in the next few

weeks.
“The patients who took flu-

voxamine did not develop seri-
ous breathing difficulties or
require hospitalization for prob-
lems with lung function,” said
Eric J. Lenze, MD, of the
Washington University School of
Medicine.

“Most investigational treat-
ments for Covid-19 have been
aimed at the very sickest patients,
but it’s also important to find
therapies that prevent patients
from getting sick enough to
require supplemental oxygen or
to have to go to the hospital. Our
study suggests fluvoxamine may
help fill that niche.”

The Washington University
researchers launched the ran-
domized, double-blind trial
based on a discovery by UVA’s
Alban Gaultier, and former grad-
uate student Dorian A Rosen,
PhD. Gaultier and Rosen found
last year that fluvoxamine may
stop the deadly inflammation
known as sepsis, in which the
immune response spirals out of
control.

The drug, they determined,
reduced the production of

cytokines, which have been
linked to potentially deadly
“cytokine storms” thought to
occur in severe cases of Covid-
19.

That connection prompted
the Washington University team
to investigate the possibility that
fluvoxamine could have a pro-
tective effect for patients with
COVID-19. Perhaps, they
thought, the drug could help pre-
vent the immune system over-
reactions triggered by this
strange new coronavirus. And
their work suggests it may.

“Because elevated cytokines
levels have been associated with
Covid-19 severity, testing flu-
voxamine in a clinical trial made
a lot of sense to us,” said Gaultier,
of UVA’s Department of
Neuroscience and its Center for
Brain Immunology and Glia
(BIG).

The researchers stressed that
there were several limitations to
their research. In addition to its
small size, the trial was hampered
by other factors, including that
20% of participants stopped
answering surveys during the 15-
day trial. 
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The CPI(M) in Kerala, the
last bastion of the

Communist movement in
India, is facing the biggest cri-
sis in its history since the party
was formed in 1964 when the
CPI was split over the differ-
ences in the approach to China.
V S Achuthanandan, 97, is the
only surviving member of the
32 national council members of
the party and launched the
CPI(M).

But Achuthanandan,
named as Kerala Castro by
none other than party’s all
India secretary Sitaram
Yechury, is bed ridden and not
in a position to speak. The gen-
eral expectation in Kerala was
that Achuthanandan would be
appointed as chief minister
after the massive electoral vic-

tory registered by the party in
the 2016 election held to the
assembly. But he was kicked
upwards and was designated as
administrative reforms com-
missioner of the State and
Pinarayi Vijayan was elevated
as chief minister.
Achuthanandan is yet to recov-
er from the shock of the party’s
decision.

The CPI(M) was always
considered as a party with a dif-
ference because of its uncom-
promising stance against com-
munalism and corruption. The
party impressed the voters of
the State in the 1987 election
when it chose to face the
assembly polls in company of
socialist-democratic-secularist
forces. E M Sankarana
Namboodirippadu, the then
general secretary of the party
was against the demand made

by All India Muslim League, a
faction of the Muslim League,
for implementing the Sharia.
He had lambasted the Congress
for its decision to support the
Muslim orthodoxy by subvert-
ing the Supreme Court verdict
of the Shahbano case which
ruled that a Muslim woman
divorced by her husband was
eligible for  maintenance
allowance.

But over the years, the
CPI(M) compromised on all
issues including its approach
towards uniform civil code
and Triple Talaq . The rot was
set in much earlier but it came
out in the open after Vijayan
took over as the secretary of the
party. Vijayan had his own
favourites among business
barons and they include the
likes of Captain Krishnan Nair
(Leela Hotels), Yusuf Ali and

Ravi Pillai ( billionaires based
in West Asia).

The party leaders was
forewarned by none other than
Kunhanandan Nair, one of the
founders of the CPI(M) and an
internationally acclaimed jour-
nalist.

Nair has explained how
Veena, daughter of Pinarayi
Vijayan, who failed to make it
in the merit list in the all India
engineering entrance exami-
nation in 2000 managed to get
admission in Amritha
University at Coimbatore
through the intervention of
Krishnan Nair and the bless-
ings of Amrithanandamayi. “It
was interesting to note that the
SFI as well as the CPI(M) were
waging a war against self-
financing engineering colleges
in Kerala and elsewhere.
Vijayan had no qualms in ask-

ing for charity from
Amrithanandamayi for his
daughtrer’s admission to B
Tech course,” writes Nair in his
book “Things which are untold
by hidden Cameras”.

He says Veena, Binoy and
Bineesh (the last two are sons
of Kodiyeri Balakrishnan) con-
tinued to get illegal patronage
from business tycoons and
barons. Balakrishnan has been
eased out of the post of party
secretary lst week for the role
of Bineesh in money launder-
ing and drug trafficking. 

The youth who was held by
the Enforcement Directorate
has been remanded to judicial
custody till November 18.

The arrest and detention
come at a time when Kerala is
getting ready to face the local
body election scheduled for
December 10.
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Thomas Issac, Kerala’s
Finance Minister is the

new addition to the list of
Chief Minister Pinarayi
Vijayan, Higher education
Minister K T Jaleel, Tourism
Minister Kadakampalli
Surendran, Cooperation
Minister A C Moideen, having
illegal dealings with Swapna
Suresh, the kingpin of the gold
smuggling scam and LIFE
MISSION project.

The Leader of the
Opposition Ramesh
Chennithala and BJP Kerala
president K Surendran alleged
on Sunday that Issac was hav-
ing illegal liaison with Swapna
Suresh  as the Comptroller and
Auditor General (CAG)  stat-
ed in its report that financial
borrowings made by Kerala
Infrastructure Investment

Fund Board (KIIFB) were
against constitutional provi-
sions.

The CPI(M ) known for its
value based politics till 1980s
finds itself in an unenvious
position with most leaders

enmeshed in corruption
charges, money laundering and
drug trafficking. 

Chennithala, in a no-holds
barred attack on Issac alleged
that the finance minister had
illegal dealings with 
Swapna Suresh and the CAG
has found out massive irregu-
larities in the deals signed by
KIIFB.

“The finance minister’s
press meet on Sunday was to
save Chief Minister from the
repercussions of the CAG’s
findings. Issac has committed
procedural impropriety by
holding a press briefing on
CAG findings. The report
should have been tabled on the
legislative assembly for dis-
cussions and not before the
press reporters,” said
Chennithala.

Adding to the woes of the
LDF Government, BJP leader
Surendran alleged that it was to
save Chief Minister Pinarayi
Vijayan the finance minister
rushed to the press as a pre-
emptive move. We will prove
the complicity of Vijayan in the
deal at the right time,” said

Surendran.
But Issac charged that the

BJP and the Congress have
joined hands to embarrass the
Government in the KIIFB.
Mathew Kuzhalnadan, a Kerala
High Court lawyer has been
chartered  by Swadeshi Jagran
Manch, to fight the case.
Kuzhalnadan is a secretary of
the KPCC  and this has led to
Issac and CPI(M) alleging of a
BJP-Congress conspiracy to
tarnish the image  of the
Government.

The minister refused to
react to the CAG’s charge that
Article 293(1) of the
Constitution has been violated.
The said Article states that
“Subject to the provisions of
this article, the executive power
of a State extends to borrowing
within the territory of India
upon the security of the
Consolidated Fund of 
the State within such limits, if
any, as may from time to time
be fixed by the Legislature of
such State by law and to the giv-
ing of guarantees within such
limits, if any, as may be so
fixed”.
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Aligarh: Now control room
will provide answers of questions
like no water supply from the
municipal tank, less quantity of
water is coming, 2nd the 3rd
floor not getting water because
of low water pressure, leaking
pipelines, contaminated water,
which is not drinkable at all, the
water smells bad. The entire sys-
tem is upgrading to online mon-
itoring in the city. Under this,
Supervisory Control and Data
Acquisition (SCADA) is being
implemented under the
AMRUT scheme. In which,
after filling water in the water
tank, the sensor will monitor the
level of water. After that, there
will be complete monitoring of
the intensity of the flow, quan-
tity of water, water quality.
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Lack of seeds in this season
has dampened the joy of the

farmers. Despite the bumper
yields and the prices of potatoes
remaining unchanged in the
coming season, farmers could
not sow more potatoes. Due to
this, the area of  potato could
also grow only 800 hectares. 

Due to bumper produc-
tion, there was a ruckus among
the farmers to buy government
seeds of potatoes. For the allo-
cation of this at the end of
September, the demand of
22,000 quintal seeds from the
district level was sent to the
government, but only 1400

quintals of seed were received,
that too 50% Oversized.

Due to excessive demand
and the allocation of potato
seed work from the govern-
ment, the horticulture depart-
ment had done a lottery of 4
varieties of potato Surya,
Chipsona 1, Chipsona 3 and
Kufri Bahar.

Only 86 farmers could get
seed in it and the rest had to
return in despair.

During the last season,
prices of potatoes remained
high and at the end of the sea-
son also there was no reduction
in prices. Potatoes at Dhanipur
mandi were sold at the price of
35 to 40.
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Temples and all other places
of worship, which

remained closed in the wake of
Covid 19-triggered lockdown
imposed in the State in March
this year, will reopen in
Maharashtra from Monday,
amid the comprehensive
Standard Operating Procedures
(SOPs) put in place by the state
government.    

After weeks of political
acrimony which saw the
Opposition BJP slam his gov-
ernment and Maharashtra
Governor Bhagat Singh
Koshyari and he exchange
barbs over the delay in the
reopening of temples, chief
minister Uddhav Thackeray
chose the occasion of Diwali on
Saturday to announce the
reopening of places of worship
from November 16
(Monday).As per the protocols
announced by the state gov-
ernment, no physical offer-
ings like Prasad/distribution or
sprinkling of holy water are
allowed, while wearing
masks/face covers are a must.
Similarly, no singing groups or
choirs will be allowed inside the

place of worship, while social
distancing norms, use of alco-
hol-based sanitizers, respirato-
ry etiquettes and use of indi-
vidual prayer mats have been
recommended for both the
devotees and those working at
the places of worship.

Significantly enough, per-
sons aged above 65 years with
co-morbidities, pregnant
women and children below 10
years of age have been advised
not to enter places of worship.
The state government has
advised the devotees as well as
people working at the places of
worship. Those managing the
places of worship will have to
adhere to the number of devo-
tees, space and distance proto-
col through an undertaking to
the police and local collector.    

Making an announcement
about the reopening of places
of worship with a note of cau-
tion, Uddhav said: “We should
not forget that the demon
Coronavirus is still in our
midst. Even though there has
been some respite, we can ill-
afford to be complacent.
Citizens need to follow disci-
pline when the places of wor-
ship reopen”.

Uddhav said that though
all places of religious worship
remained during the pandem-
ic months, God was taking care
of all devotees in the form of
doctors, nurses and other
health staff.

The chief minister said
that the people from religious
faiths celebrated Ganesh
Chaturthi, Navratri and
Pandharpur wari (annual pil-
grimage), Eid, Mount Mary etc
by observing discipline,
restraint and following Covid-
19 protocol norms enforced by
the state government.  

“People will have to avoid

crowding at the places of wor-
ship. The reopening of religious
places is not a government
order, but is being done as the
wish of the Almighty.  The
devotees will have to leave
their shoes outside, while the
wearing of masks is mandato-
ry.... If we follow discipline, we
will get God's blessings,” the
chief minister said.

Uddhav’s announcement
was in line with the indication
that he had given during the
previous webcast address to the
people across the state, when he
had said that the SOPs were
being prepared and a decision

in this regard would be taken
during or after Diwali.

The reopening of the places
of worship, especially temples,
had become a major bone of
contention between the
Opposition BJP ( and Hindu
organisations) and the ruling
Maha Vikas Agadhi (MVA). So
much so that even the
Governor had taken serious
objection to the MVA govern-
ment’s delay in reopening the
places of worship, especially
temples.  

It may be recalled that on
October 12,  Governor
Koshyari had shot off a letter to

Uddhav Thackeray, question-
ing the latter’s Hindutva cre-
dentials and wondering if
Uddhav was receiving any
“divine premonition” to keep
postponing the re-opening of
the places of worship time and
again or whether he suddenly
turned “secular”.

Uddhav, who normally
does not agitated over the crit-
icism directed at him or his
government, hit back at
Koshyari on Tuesday with
vehemence, saying that he did
not need any certificate for his
being practitioner of Hindutva
from the Governor and asking
the latter if the latter meant
“merely opening of temple
means Hindutva and not open-
ing means secular”.

In a related development,
an understandably upset NCP
chief Sharad Pawar, whose
party is one of the three con-
stituents in the MVA govern-
ment in the state, shot off a let-
ter to Prime Minister Narendra
Modi, throwing his weight
behind the chief minister, ques-
tioning the contents of the let-
ter written by Koshyari to the
chief minister  and the “intem-
perate” language in it, saying
that the Governor's letter to the
chief minister “invokes the
connotation as if it is written to
the leader of a political party”.

Koshyari -- whose con-

duct had come in for severe flak
in November last year after the
hasty manner in which he had
sworn in the BJP’s Devendra
Fadnavis as the chief minister
of Maharashtra apparently at
the behest of the ruling party
at the Centre – appeared to
exceeded his brief as the
Governor, if one were go by the
contents of his letter to the chief
minister.    

In his letter, Koshyari wrote
to Udhav: “You have been a
strong votary of Hindutva, you
had publicly espoused your
devotion for lord Rama by vis-
iting Ayodhya after taking
charge as CM, you had visited
the Vitthal Rukmini Mandir,
Pandharpur and performed
the puja on Ashadhi
Ekadashi...I wonder if you are
receiving any divine premoni-
tion to keep postponing the re-
opening of places of worship
time and again or have you
suddenly turned ̀ secular’ your-
selves (sic), the term you
hated?”.

Taking offence to the
Governor’s invocation of the
words “Hindutva” and “secu-
lar”, Uddhav shot back in his
reply : “True. I practise
Hindutva. But, I do not require
a certificate from you. Nor do
I require such certificates from
anyone. The act of according
rousing welcome to a person

who termed my state or my
state capital as Pak-Occupied
Kashmir (POK) does not fit
into my concept of Hindutva”.
Through this statement,
Uddhav was apparently taking
a potshot at Koshyari for meet-
ing actress Kangana Ranaut
after her controversial com-
ment of comparing Mumbai to
POK.

On Koshyari’s comment if
Uddhav was receiving any
“divine premonition” to keep
postponing the reopening of
the place of worship time and
again and his sarcastic poser to
him if he had suddenly turned
secular, Uddhav was emphatic
when he wrote:  “Why this
question has come to your
mind. Do you feel that merely
opening a temple means
Hindutva and not opening
means secular? As Governor
you took oath of office and
secrecy as per the provisions of
the constitution, which is based
on secularism. Do you agree
with that secularism?”

Uddhav had gone on to
add: “You have asked me if I am
receiving any divine premoni-
tion. You must have personal
experience of divine premoni-
tion, I have absolutely no idea,
I am not that big. I am study-
ing what’s happening in other
states and trying to implement
what is better for Maharashtra’’.
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Union Home Minister Amit
Shah will visit Chennai on

November 21 and meet with
Chief Minister K Palaniswami,
Tamil Nadu BJP chief L
Murugan said on Sunday.

Murugan said that Shah's
visit will enthuse the party
cadres here.

According to Murugan,

maintaining social distance,
Shah will be given a rousing
reception at the airport here by
BJP leaders and workers. Shah
will also meet state party offi-
cials.
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In what came as a big relief to
the health authorities during

the Diwali weekend, the Covid-
19 deaths and infections plum-
meted in Maharashtra on
Sunday, as the State recorded
nearly six months’ low of 60
deaths and 2,544 infected cases.

A far cry from the peak
death tally of 515 witnessed on
September 15, the daily fatali-
ties came down to 60 on
Sunday, taking the Covid-19
toll in the state from 45,914 to
45,974.

Similarly, as against a sin-
gle-day peak infection tally of
24,886 witnessed on September

11, the daily infected cases
dropped to 2,544. With the
fresh infected cases, the total
infections in the state went up
from 17,44,698 to
17,47,242.   

As 3065 more people were
discharged from various hos-
pitals the number of people dis-
charged from the hospitals
after full recovery since the sec-
ond week of March this year
went up to 16,15,379. The
recovery rate in the state rose
marginally from 92.41 percent
to 92,45  percent.

Of the 60 deaths reported
on Sunday, Mumbai account-
ed for a maximum of 15
deaths, followed by 9 deaths in

Thane, 7 each in Nashik and
Pune, 4 each in Parbhani and
Chandrapur, 3 in Beed, 2 each
in Ahmednagar, Sangli and
Nagpur and one death each in
Raigad, Solapur, Satara,
Sindhudurg and Gondia. 

With 15 deaths, the Covid-
19 toll in Mumbai climbed
from 10,558 to 10,573, while
the infected cases rose by a rel-
atively low 577 cases to trigger
a jump in the total infections in
the metropolis from 269,133 to
269,710.  

Meanwhile, the number of
“active cases” in the state came
down one lakh mark as the
total cases rose from 84,082 on
Friday to 84,918 on Sunday.

The fatality rate in the state
stood at 2.63 per cent.

Pune district, which con-
tinued to be the worst-affected
city-district in Maharashtra,
saw the total number of cases
increase from 3,41,056 on
Friday to 3,41,877 on Sunday,
while the total number of
deaths in Pune increased from
7131 on Friday to 7156 on
Sunday.

Thane district remained
in the third spot --after Pune
and Mumbai – after the total
number of infections rose from
2,30,262 on Friday to 2,31,239
on Sunday, while the pandem-
ic toll climbed from 5361 on
Friday to 5389 on Sunday.
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In a love story that culminated in a
shocking tragedy, a 22-year-old girl suc-

cumbed to severe burn wounds hours
after her boyfriend threw acid  on her,
doused her with petrol, set her on fire and
left her abandoned on the roadside at
Yellamb Ghat near Beed town in
Marathwada region of the state on Sunday
morning.

After having battled for life for more
than 15-long hours, the victim girl Savitra
D. Ankulkar died at the Beed Civil Hospital,
where she had been rushed to by the police
on Saturday.

In a related development, teams of
police tasked to hunt down the absconding
accused – identified as one Avinash R.
Rajure (25) – tracked him down to Nanded,
a neighbouring district town and arrested
him on Sunday evening.

The investigations have revealed that
after promising her that he would take Savita
to her as his native village of Shelgaon vil-
lage in Nanded district for Diwali, Avinash
set out on a motorbike along with her from
Pune to Shelgaon late on Friday night.  The
two had stayed as live-partners in Pune
before the accused offered to take her home
for Diwali.

However, the accused stopped the
vehicle at an isolated place near Yellamb
Ghat en route at around 4 am and attacked
her with acid and petrol.

“First, the accused tried to strangle her.
After she resisted the attempt, the accused

threw acid from a bottle that he was car-
rying. She screamed for help. No help was
forthcoming. The accused went further,
removed petrol from his motorbike, doused
her with it and set her on fire. Later, he
pushed the burning victim girl into a ditch
and fled the scene,” Investigating Officer
(IO) from Neknur Police Station Laxman
Kendre said.       

According to the IO, a shepherd tend-
ing to his flock in the nearby field alerted
the police at 2 pm on Saturday. “We
reached the spot quickly and rushed the vic-
tim girl to the Beed Civil Hospital,” Kendre
said.

The victim, who had sustained 50 per
cent burns, succumbed to the wounds on
Sunday morning.       

The police have not established yet as
to what was the motive behind what look
like a pre-meditated murder.
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Agartala/Silchar:Assam police on
Sunday arrested six men for gang rap-
ing two Tripura girls in southern Assam's
Karimganj district, officials said.

Karimganj police Chief Mayank
Kumar said that a car driver picked up
the two girls to take them to northern
Tripura, adjoining southern Assam, on
Saturday night. Later, the driver of the
vehicle along with his five other accom-
plices gang raped the girls at an under
construction building site at
Nilambazar.

Kumar, who personally led the
raids to nab the accused, told the media
that the victims, both are sisters, have
identified all the men.

Police said that the girls with the
help of a truck driver reached at a safer
place first and then lodged an FIR at
the Patharkhandi police station (in
Karimganj district) before the police
launched the operations to detain the
culprits, two of whom are residents of
Tripura and remaining three inhabi-
tants of Assam's Karimganj.

The incident took place when the
girls were returning to their home in
northern Tripura after visiting the
Silchar Medical College and Hospital
where their cancer patient mother has
been undergoing medical
treatment. IANS
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Meghalaya means the
abode of the clouds,
a p p r o p r i a t e l y
named for its inces-
sant monsoon rains.

These days though it has been
raining posters there — posters that
bring back chilling memories of past
genocides of non-tribals living in this
predominantly tribal State, especial-
ly the Bengalis. The capital Shillong
is full of shrill cries denouncing that
“All Meghalaya Bengalis are
Bangladeshis”, “Khasiland for Khasis,
Foreigners Go Away.” They are the
brainchild of the Khasi Student’s
Organisation (KSU) — which actu-
ally is the fountainhead of racial
hatred, mob violence, extortion,
xenophobia, arson and genocide
against non-tribals in the State.
The Meghalaya administration has
since taken down these posters but
instead of bringing the culprits to
book, the Government of Conrad
Sangma has meekly appealed for
peace to those for whom peace is
synonymous with lynching of set-
tlers. Non-tribals in this State are
treated worse than second class cit-
izens. They do not enjoy many of the
rights, which under the Constitution
are automatically available to citizens
living elsewhere and some of these
concern even fundamental rights
and freedoms. For example, the right
to equality of opportunity in pub-
lic employment under Article 16 is
not available to them. 

The State of Meghalaya, inhabit-
ed predominantly by the Scheduled
Tribes (STs) of Khasis, Jaintias and
Garos, was carved out of Assam in
January 1972. The newborn State
had promptly reserved 85 per cent
public vacancies — 40 per cent for
Khasis and Jaintias, 40 per cent for
Garos and five per cent for other
SC/STs under Article 16(4) that
allows for such reservation. The rest
15 per cent are never given to any
non-tribal. Even in private educa-
tional institutions, which once used
to absorb the meritorious non-
tribals as teachers and lecturers, the
muscle power of KSU ensures that
no non-tribal ever gets a job. There
have been cases when, following the
due process of appointment, some
non-tribal teachers were offered
positions but the goons of KSU
forced a reputed institution run by
missionary brothers to rescind
these.

The same is the case with Article
19 which gives every citizen the right
to settle anywhere or to practise any
profession, business or trade in any

part of India, but not in
Meghalaya, and not for the rea-
sonable restrictions that apply to
all fundamental rights. The right
to settle is denied to non-tribals
for the protection of interests of
the STs in the State while the right
to engage in any trade is denied
under the Sixth Schedule of the
Constitution which deals with
special provisions for administra-
tion of tribal areas in Assam,
Meghalaya, Tripura and
Mizoram and has a history dat-
ing back to the colonial times.
The Schedule envisages
Autonomous District Councils of
which there are currently 16 in
the Northeast. They have power
to make laws in respect of areas
under their jurisdiction, which,
inter alia, cover occupation and
use of land, management of for-
est and cultivation and so on.

Under Clause 10(d) of the
Schedule, no non-tribal can carry
on any trade except with licences
granted by the District Council.
It is common knowledge that
such licences are never granted
or renewed except without ille-
gal gratification running into
lakhs of rupees that most non-
tribal traders cannot afford. If
paid, a large part of it goes to the
KSU. But the most potent source
of their finance is systematic and
ruthless extortion of money from
all non-tribal traders and profes-
sionals. One doctor told me he
had to pay a monthly fee of
�25,000 to the KSU. Even though
the right to work under Article
41 is listed under the Directive
Principles, the right to livelihood
has been interpreted as an inte-
gral part of the right to life
under Article 21 in a number of
judgments by the Supreme Court
[2011(1) SCC 53, (2014) 14 SCC
127, 2015(6) RAJ 306, (2016) 2
SCC 123, etc] but such a right is
not available to the non-tribals in
Meghalaya. 

Under Article 13(2), the State
cannot make any law in violation
of the fundamental rights. But the

Sixth Schedule, in denying the
basic rights to Indian citizens,
contravenes the fundamental
rights of others. In a different
context, while dealing with the
discretionary powers of the
Governor, the Supreme Court, in
deciding the appeal case of Pu
Myllai Hlychho and others vs.
State of Mizoram and others
(2005) had observed, “it was
argued that the tribal areas are to
be administered as per the pro-
visions of the Sixth Schedule only.
This contention of the appellants
cannot be accepted for various
reasons. The Sixth Schedule to
the Constitution is a part of the
Constitution and cannot be inter-
preted by forgetting the other
provisions in the Constitution. It
is impossible to visualise com-
plete segregation of the Sixth
Schedule from the rest of the
Constitution. As regards the
inclusion of the Sixth Schedule to
the Constitution, there is a leg-
islative history, but that by itself
is not sufficient to hold that the
Sixth Schedule is a Constitution
within the Constitution.” Yet this
spirit has been undermined by
the actions of the State time and
again.

It is important to understand
the historical context that brought
non-tribals into the State in the
first place. In the 19th century, the
British administration had
brought the Bengalis, who were
one of earliest Indians to become
English-educated, into Shillong,
which was then the capital of the
composite State of Assam, to help
them with their administration;
many settled there subsequent-
ly and have lived now for gener-
ations. 

The Sylhet district, which was
made a part of Assam, also had
close trade ties with neighbour-
ing areas which would later con-
stitute Meghalaya. Bengalis from
Sylhet had warm friendly rela-
tions with Khasis based on trade
and other exchanges since the
early 19th century. When

Partition forced the Hindu
Bengalis out of Sylhet, many
came to Shillong. They con-
tributed immensely to the edu-
cational, commercial, economic
and cultural life of the town,
which emerged as a major edu-
cational hub in the region. The
British had also encouraged the
Biharis, Nepalese and Punjabis to
come to Assam to help with their
labour. Many of these communi-
ties also settled in Meghalaya and
have lived there for generations.
But once Meghalaya was carved
out of Assam as a separate hill
State, these people suddenly lost
not only their right to pursue
livelihood but also their right to
settle in the place where they and
their ancestors had lived. 

In the absence of any prospect,
most non-tribals began seeking
jobs elsewhere and slowly migrat-
ing, and those who remained
became reconciled to their mar-
ginalised existence. All they
wanted was to live in peace even
sans their rights in a State that had
seen no communal riots even as
they raged in neighbouring
Assam during the 1960s and
1970s.

But things changed drastical-
ly once the KSU was formed in
1978. Since then, riots orchestrat-
ed by them have become a reg-
ular feature. It started in 1979
against Bengalis when some
KSU hoodlums deliberately
walked over a Kali idol during
Diwali in Shillong and were
thrashed up by agitated devotees.
What followed was the most
gruesome genocide and ethnic
cleansing of Bengalis that went
unabated for days in which the
entire State apparatus sided with
the perpetrators. The brutality
and violence committed against
defenceless men, women and
children will compare with the
worst in human history, though
on a much lesser scale. 

Post riots, there were waves of
exodus of Bengalis from
Meghalaya, leaving what their

ancestors had built over genera-
tions with pride, belongingness,
love and sweat. This exodus,
which remains undocumented,
was no less poignant than the
plight of Kashmiri Pandits from
the Valley. Strangely, not a single
perpetrator was ever brought to
justice for what they did — the
leader of KSU, Paul Lyngdoh, in
fact, later went on to become a
Minister. 

The KSU-engineered pogroms
have repeatedly plunged the State
into turmoil. It was against
Nepalis in 1987 which led to a
year-long curfew in Shillong.
Hundreds of refugees — their
houses and possessions burnt —
had to live miserable lives in
schools turned into refugee
camps for months, reminiscent
again of the plight of the
Kashmiri Pandits. In 1992, riots
erupted against Biharis — most-
ly dairy farmers, even their cows
were burnt alive. No non-tribal
community — Marwari, Sindhi,
Punjabi — has been spared from
the KSU’s wrath. Most recently,
in 2018, the Punjabi Dalits were
the targets of its violence. Nobody
has ever been indicted for these
crimes. The few FIRs that were
lodged were all in the name of
“unidentified assailants”. 

The KSU had earlier splashed
posters saying they are “Khasi by
birth and Indian by accident”
only, conveniently forgetting that
without the liberal financial sup-
port from the Indian State
financed by the Indian taxpayers
they often call “Indian Dogs”,
their State would collapse in no
time, as their own resources can
barely meet even 20 per cent of
their expenditure. The salary
and wage bills of 80,000
Government employees alone is
one and half times their own rev-
enues. The gross inequity of the
system is glaring. While tribals
residing in the Sixth Schedule
areas are totally exempt  from
income tax regardless of their
income levels, the State receives
a share of the Central tax pro-
ceeds and grants exceeding
�12,000 crore, as against its own
total revenues of only �3,000
crore (BE 2020-21). 

The Khasi civil society does
not share any of the violent
racism and hatred but strangely
remains silent, presumably out of
fear. An impotent Government
keeps on humouring the KSU
while remaining mute and blind
to its terrorism and crimes. And
the non-tribals continue to live in
perpetual fear, knowing that the
KSU thugs may descend with
their knives upon their lives any
time in a State where the rule of
law has been usurped by the law
of the jungle.  

(The author is a former
Director General from the
Comptroller & Auditor General of
India and an academic)
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Sir — The Lok Sabha and Rajya
Sabha secretariats should put out
the comparative figures of activ-
ities of all parliamentarians.
These should be regularly updat-
ed on their respective websites.
Such activities may include their
attendance records, number of
questions asked and Bills present-
ed, participation in
Parliamentary debates, utilisation
of the Members of Parliament
Local Area Development
Scheme funds, number of adopt-
ed villages under Sansad Adarsh
Gram Yojana and so on. A
review of all such activities will
make the MPs accountable and
behave responsibly. Also, politi-
cal parties will be compelled to
give party tickets only to better-
performing Parliamentarians in
their earlier tenures. Even the
Best Parliamentarian Award
should be given annually on the
basis of performance made pub-
lic.

It is often seen that many
Parliamentarians, especially
celebrities nominated in the
Rajya Sabha, waste their tenure
and look at it as an additional
feather in their caps. Also, some
highly influential people from
prominent industrial groups use

membership as an effective tool
for lobbying. The Rajya Sabha, in
the absence of any publicised
comparative study of activities,
has become a billionaire-club
where seats are purchased by
ultra-rich in the present faulty
system of open voting. Hence it
is important to regulate their per-
formances.

Madhu Agrawal 
Chandni Chowk
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Sir — In the past year, in the
wake of electoral setbacks and
failure to form Governments in
Maharashtra, Jharkhand and
Delhi, there was increasing com-
mentary over the declining polit-
ical fortunes of the BJP. The view
also gained traction as the Centre
faced protests over the
Citizenship (Amendment) Act,

economic contraction and the
humanitarian distress caused by
the lockdown imposed to curb
the spread of COVID-19 and
more importantly, the desertion
by long time allies such as Shiv
Sena and Akali Dal (in protest
against the farm Acts). However,
with the Bihar Assembly election,
where the BJP emerged as the
senior partner in the Nitish
Kumar-led National Democratic

Alliance (NDA), it has rein-
forced its dominance in Indian
politics. And its success indicates
that the party still enjoys the sup-
port of vast segments of society.
This can be attributed mainly to
the voters’ trust in Prime
Minister Narendra Modi. 

While the NDA has retained
power, it will have to deliver on
the promises it has made.
Though the Bihar electorate for-
got the promises that it did not
keep from 2015, it might not be
the same next time. Also, the
Opposition will have to hold the
State Government accountable.

N Sadhasiva Reddy
Bengaluru
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Sir — Pfizer and German
biotechnology company
BioNTech have announced that
their Corona vaccine was more
than 90 per cent effective in
phase three clinical trials. If it
does work, it will be months
before India gets it. Till then, the
Government needs to work out
a system for distribution.

Bhagwan Thadani
Mumbai  
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The Supreme Court recently held in the Hitesh
Verma vs State of Uttarakhand case that, “All
insults or intimidations to a person will not

be an offence under the SC/ST Prevention of
Atrocities Act, unless such an insult or intimida-
tion is on account of the victim belonging to the
Scheduled Caste or Scheduled Tribe.” The apex
court further held that “an offence under the Act
is not established merely on the fact that the infor-
mant is a member of the Scheduled Caste (or
Scheduled Tribe) unless there is an intention to
humiliate a member of the SC or ST (communi-
ty) for the reason that the victim belongs to such
a caste.” The Supreme Court clarified that a key
ingredient to prove insult or intimidation is when
it is committed in “any place within public view.”
It drew a distinction between “public place” and
“in any place within public view” and said that if
a remark is made inside a building or a place where
only some members of the public are present, then
it would not be an offence since it is not in pub-
lic view. 

The judgment needs to be read in the context
of growing concerns over the misuse of such laws
that have been enacted for the socio-economic
uplift of the Scheduled Castes (SCs) and Scheduled
Tribes (STs) in the country. But before we go into
that concern, let us take a brief look and under-
stand the Scheduled Castes and Tribes (Prevention
of Atrocities) Act, 1989. This Act was enacted due
to the rising cases of discrimination against
members from such groups. The provisions to curb
such incidents in the Civil Rights Act, 1955 and
the Indian Penal Code were found to be highly
inadequate by the legislature. 

The Statement of Objects and Reasons of the
Act states that, “SCs/STs are denied a number of
civil rights. They are subjected to various offences,
indignities, humiliations and harassment. They
have, in several brutal incidents, been deprived of
their life and property. Serious crimes are com-
mitted against them for various historical, social
and economic reasons.” It further goes on to say,
“When they assert their rights and resist practices
of untouchability against them or demand statu-
tory minimum wages or refuse to do any bond-
ed and forced labour, the vested interests try to cow
them down and terrorise them.” The Act was
enacted due to an increase in the disturbing trend
of certain atrocities against SC/STs, like compelling
them to eat inedible substances, human excreta,
attacking men and raping women. 

The Act, inter alia, provides for the preven-
tion of commission of offences and atrocities
against SCs/STs. It also ensures availability of
Special Courts and Exclusive Special Courts for
the trial of offences for the relief and rehabilita-
tion of the victims. It seeks to prevent the com-
mission of such offences by way of stringent pro-
visions such as punishment and enhanced mini-
mum punishment for neglect of duties by a pub-
lic servant, defining various types of atrocities, cre-
ating new types of offences and denial of antici-
patory bail, among others. 

In the last couple of years, concerns over the
alleged misuse of the aforementioned legislation
have taken centrestage in political as well as legal
discussions. Reports have gone on to state that the
Act is being used to blackmail innocents by filing
false cases against them. In April 2018, a news
report said that a Dalit family at a village in Aligarh

allegedly misused the Act to make
money by filing 10 fake cases in three
years. 

The Supreme Court in March 2018,
while taking note of these concerns, in
the SK Mahajan vs State of Maharashtra
case, had removed provisions for the
automatic arrest of the accused from the
Act. This provision was the most con-
tentious among all and was highly
debated. The apex court, in its judgment,
had instead made conducting a prelim-
inary enquiry mandatory before the reg-
istration of an FIR. This led to wide-
spread protests by Dalit and Adivasi
groups all across the country. The
Central Government then came up with
an amendment in the Act to overturn the
Mahajan judgment. Following the pas-
sage of the amendment, the top court
later that year upheld its validity in the
Prithviraj Chauhan vs. Union of India
case.  Part of the reason why the “mis-
use” argument gains significant attention
is because of the low conviction rates
under the Act. It is argued that there is
low conviction because of the false
cases registered by fake victims.
However, Dalit and Adivasi organisations
have argued that this is because of the
procedural lacunae that exist within the
police force and several other adminis-
trative branches of the State tasked with
the prevention of such crimes. 

They also argue, and rightly so, that
misuse of any law is inevitable by certain
vested groups within any community.
However, that cannot be the sole reason
to dilute provisions within the legislation
that were inserted in order to check sys-

temic discrimination and historical
injustices that have been meted out to
such groups. They argue that prejudices
and behavioural bias against the commu-
nity make investigation a mere farcical
exercise. The police force, most of the
times, is either disinterested or inefficient
in tackling such cases. 

The judiciary, in the recent past, has
engaged in acts of judicial dilution,
wherein it has entered into the author-
ity of the legislature. The Hitesh Verma
judgment is in line with that trend. Apart
from placing an undue burden, it also
introduces technical prerequisites by ask-
ing the victim to prove that the insult by
the accused was specifically on account
of the victim belonging to the SC/ST
community, that there was an intention
to humiliate him/her because of his/her
caste and that such a humiliation must
have occurred in “public view” and not
just a “public place.” 

While passing a general ruling in a
specific case, the court must have taken
into account the practical difficulties and
the chain of oppression that exists in the
status quo against such communities.
Three specific issues need to be point-
ed out. First, the SC/ST community is
inadequately represented in our police
forces and administration. Reserved
positions for them have been vacant for
years if State figures are to be believed.
Hence, cases concerning them get little
or no attention. The accused go unpun-
ished most of the times. 

Second, financial inequality in the
status quo ensures that those belonging
to the SC/ST community don’t get com-

petent legal representation before the
courts. Effective legal aid by the State
continues to remain a distant dream in
India. Third, social as well as systemic
oppression against members of the
SC/ST community continues to remain
a reality in independent India. 

India is probably the only country
with an egalitarian Constitution that
sends manual scavengers from a partic-
ular community to “gas chambers to die.”
Sadly, instead of becoming more inclu-
sive, tolerant, modern and liberal, India
is going backwards. Hence, cow vigilan-
tism, honour killings, social boycotts and
caste clashes have increased in the 21st
century. On the other hand, ignorance
by privileged, upper class society has
increased too. These are hard facts and
nothing more than that. The purpose of
laws like the Prevention of Atrocities Act
is to ensure a disruption in the status quo.
To unsettle the system and create fear
among those who are higher-up — in
terms of caste hierarchy, monetarily as
well as in the administration.  

If the dreams of the members of the
Constituent Assembly and the
Constitution have to be realised, our
courts must become a lot more conver-
sant with reality. So that such issues are
dealt with more sensitively and those
choosing to fight their legal battles
against discrimination and oppression
are not made to feel disillusioned about
how our systems react to those who need
us the most. This is the least we owe
them. 

(The writer is from the National Law
University, Visakhapatnam)
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Ever since the creation of the
opposition alliance, the
Pakistan Democratic

Movement (PDM), the word “gad-
daar (traitor)” has been activated by
the Prime Minister Imran Khan-led
Tehreek-i-Insaf (PTI) Government.
Its targets in this context are most-
ly high-profile Opposition leaders
and journalists who are highly crit-
ical of the current Government
(and its backers). 

There is nothing new in
Pakistan about those in power
describing their opponents as “trai-
tors” or “fifth columnists.” This has
been going on since the 1950s. It
began with a Government describ-
ing Communists as “fifth colum-
nists” and, then, in 1954 — after
accusing the Communist Party of

Pakistan of being on the payroll of
the erstwhile Soviet Union’s
Intelligence agency, it banned the
party.

When the four provinces of for-
mer West Pakistan were abolished
in 1955 to create a so-called “One
Unit,” the words “gaddaar” and
“fifth columnist” returned. But this
time they targetted Sindhi, Baloch
and Pashtun nationalist groups that
protested against the creation of One
Unit. 

During the 1965 presidential
election, the State media did not
even spare Fatima Jinnah, the sister
of the founder of Pakistan, who was
challenging self-declared Field
Marshal Ayub Khan in the polls. She
was crudely demonised for “work-
ing with anti-Pakistan elements
whose sympathies lay with enemy
countries.” Yet, all this did not stop
the fall of the Ayub regime (in 1969),
and the State from being forced to
abolish the One Unit. 

However, because of the antag-
onistic separation of East Pakistan
in 1971, the alarmist exercise of
labelling the Opposition “fifth
columnists” and “traitors” was
revived once again, this time by an
elected regime. In 1975, after declar-

ing that its opponents in the
National Awami Party (NAP) were
working to further splinter the
country (“at the behest of hostile for-
eign powers”) the populist
Government of Zulfikar Ali Bhutto
banned the NAP through a court
order. Yet, two years later, Bhutto
himself was toppled in a reac-
tionary military coup engineered by
General Zia. Just before Bhutto’s exe-
cution in 1979 through a sham trial,
General Zia attacked Bhutto as the
man who broke Pakistan (in 1971),
even though, at the time of East
Pakistan’s secession, General Yahya
Khan was at the helm as “President”
and Chief Martial Law
Administrator.

Across the General Zia dictator-
ship (1977-88), Opposition leaders
were not only banned from taking
part in politics, but they were also
constantly demonised as being
Soviet and Indian agents. What’s
more, the dictatorship added anoth-
er dimension to this ploy, by
describing his opponents as “anti-
Islam.” Again, this did not stop the
people from electing Bhutto’s party,
the Pakistan Peoples Party (PPP),
twice after General Zia’s death even
though, during the 1988 election,

Bhutto’s daughter Benazir was vehe-
mently attacked by the then pro-
establishment Pakistan Muslim
League (PML) of Nawaz Sharif for
allegedly wanting to roll back
Pakistan’s nuclear programme.
Benazir was later accused by the
Right-wing Press of “inviting US
intervention” when she was
removed as Prime Minister by the
“establishmentarian” President Ishaq
Khan in 1990.

Ironically, by 1999, Nawaz him-
self began to face the label of being
a “traitor” when his second
Government was toppled by
General Pervez Musharraf. Yet, in
2008, it was General Musharraf who
was forced to resign.

During the fourth PPP
Government (2008-2013), pro-
establishment groups continued to
undermine the regime, accusing it
of safeguarding the interests of the
US in the region, even when, iron-
ically, much of American aid was
being pocketed by the Pakistani mil-
itary to fight terrorism.

Today, one is again witnessing
a similarly vicious anti-Opposition
campaign unleashed by the
Government, in cahoots with its
sympathisers. Many in Pakistan are

of the view that the ploy of demon-
ising opponents as “traitors” or
“fifth columnists” is very much a
Pakistani trait. Not quite. A study
published on May 24, 2018, by the
British academic and author, Dmitry
Chernobrov, demonstrates that the
aforementioned ploy has been reg-
ularly wielded in various coun-
tries, especially by current populist
regimes in the US, UK, Russia,
India, Brazil, Turkey, Poland,
Pakistan and Hungary, and by
overtly authoritarian set-ups in
Egypt, Belarus and so on.

According to the Australian
researcher and author Robert
Loeffel, in his 2015 book, The Fifth
Column in World War II, the term
“fifth columnist” first originated
during the Spanish Civil War in the
1930s between Left-wing
Republicans and the ultra-national-
ists led by the Spanish military. 

The nationalist General Mola
announced that, although four
columns of troops surrounded
Republican-held Madrid, the city
would fall to a fifth column ready
to strike from within. By this he was
alluding to secret sympathisers
within the Republicans who would
weaken them from the inside.

During World War II, Nazis in
Germany and the fascist regime in
Italy began to demonise and hunt
down opponents by labelling them
as “traitors” and “fifth columnists”
who were working for their enemies.

Does this ploy actually aid
regimes to vanquish their oppo-
nents? History suggests that it does
not. So, if it doesn’t, why is it so con-
stantly used? And does it gain any
traction from the polity? 

The answer to the last question
is related to the answer of the first.
Nazi Germany and fascist Italy fell
in the most violent manner. And a
majority of Germans and Italians
turned against their fascist past
whereas those once demonised as
being “fifth columnists” returned to
rule and reconstruct these countries.
One can say that, in the throes of
intense crises, polities may get emo-
tionally invested in looking for
scapegoats and support the labelling
of people as “fifth columnists.” But
this does not last. 

In their 1997 book, Security: A
New Framework for Analysis, Barry
Buzan, Ole Wæver and Jaap de
Wilde write that the propensity of
a regime to start describing oppo-
nents as “traitors” and “fifth colum-

nists” often increases in times of
political and economic crises. They
write that such regimes identify
themselves as being expressions of
the State’s security and, therefore,
their act of branding opponents as
traitors can be explained as a “secu-
ritising move.”

By this the authors mean the
regimes club together the
Government and those who agree
with its point of view as patriots, and
discard those who don’t as traitors
— because they reject a point of
view which is supposedly “in 
the best interest of the State and
nation.”

Therefore, political Opposition
is typically blamed as externally
funded, destabilising and treacher-
ous. But as we have seen in Pakistan,
this ploy often becomes a caricature
of itself and an unintentional self-
parody, especially when deployed by
a regime which is fluent in rhetoric
but entirely inarticulate and even
stunted in ways of governance. 

The Imran Khan regime has
nothing to offer to a polity in a cri-
sis, other than lectures on patriotism
and warnings about largely imag-
ined “traitors.”

(Courtesy: Dawn)
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Islamabad: Wearing face
masks, the people of Gilgit-
Baltistan in northern Pakistan
voted on Sunday in the third
legislative assembly election
amidst tight security.

India has slammed
Pakistan for its decision to
hold election in Gilgit-Baltistan
and said any action to alter the
status of the militarily-occupied
region has no legal basis. 

The voting which com-
menced at 8.00 am (local time)
ended peacefully without any
break at 5.00 pm and no unto-
ward incident was reported.

The counting of votes has
started and complete results are
expected by tomorrow.

Earlier, the polling officials
said that the voters present
inside the polling stations
would be allowed to cast bal-
lots even after the end of
polling time.

There are 24 seats for the
contest but polling on one seat
was postponed, leaving 23 seats
up for grabs. As many as 330
candidates, including four
women, are in the contest,
they said.

India has opposed

Pakistan’s plan to hold election
in Gilgit-Baltistan.

“Any action by Pakistan to
alter the status of the militari-
ly-occupied so-called ‘Gilgit-
Baltistan’ has no legal basis
whatsoever and is totally void
ab-initio,” Spokesperson in the
Ministry of External Affairs
(MEA) Anurag Srivastava said
at a virtual media briefing in
September.

“Our position has always
been clear and consistent. The
entire territories of the UTs of
Jammu and Kashmir and
Ladakh have been and are an
integral part of India and would
remain so,” Srivastava had said.

It is the third election for
the current legislative assembly
after political reform intro-
duced in 2010.

Out of 1,141 polling sta-
tions, 577 have been declared
sensitive and 297 highly sen-
sitive. Over 15,000 security
personnel from Gilgit-
Baltistan, Punjab, Khyber
Pakhtunkhwa, Sindh and
Balochistan have been
deployed at polling stations.
However, army personnel have
not deployed. PTI 

United Nations: The head of the
World Food Program says the
Nobel Peace Prize has given the
U.N. Agency a spotlight and
megaphone to warn world lead-
ers that next year is going to be
worse than this year, and with-
out billions of dollars “we are
going to have famines of bibli-
cal proportions in 2021.”

David Beasley said in an
interview with The Associated
Press that the Norwegian Nobel
Committee was looking at the
work the agency does every day
in conflicts, disasters and refugee
camps, often putting staffers’
lives at risk to feed millions of
hungry people -- but also to send
“a message to the world that it’s
getting worse out there ... (and)
that our hardest work is yet to
come.”

“It was so timely because
we’ve been fighting to get above

the choir,” Beasley said of last
month’s award, pointing to the
news being dominated by the
U.S. Elections and the COVID-
19 pandemic, and the difficulty
of getting global attention
focused on “the travesty that
we’re facing around the world.”

“So this was really a gift
from above,” Beasley said, recall-
ing the surprise and delight of
WFP’s 20,000 staffers worldwide,
and his own shock at being
interrupted during a meeting in
Niger in Africa’s Sahel region
with the news.

Beasley recalled his warning
to the U.N. Security Council in
April that as the world was deal-
ing with the coronavirus pan-
demic, it was also “on the brink
of a hunger pandemic” that
could lead to “multiple famines
of biblical proportions” within a
few months if immediate action

wasn’t taken.
“We were able to avert it in

2020 ... Because the world lead-
ers responded with money, stim-
ulus packages, deferral of debt,”
he said.

Now, Beasley said, COVID-
19 is surging again, economies
are continuing to deteriorate
particularly in low- and middle-
income countries, and there is
another wave of lockdowns and
shutdowns.

But he said the money that
was available in 2020 isn’t going
to be available in 2021, so he has
been using the Nobel to meet
leaders virtually and in person,
talk to parliaments, and give
speeches to sensitize those with
power to “this tragedy that we
are facing — crises that really are
going to be extraordinary over
the next, who knows, 12 to 18
months.” AP

Washington: Violence erupted
on the streets of downtown
Washington after thousands
of supporters of US President
Donald Trump held a protest
rally to back his unproven
claims of massive voter fraud
and electoral malpractices dur-
ing the 2020 presidential elec-

tions.
The “Million MAGA

March”, held a week after
Democrat Joe Biden 
was declared the winner of 
the November 3 election, 
was mainly peaceful 
throughout the day on
Saturday, but by late in the

night, clashes erupted between
Trump’s supporters and coun-
terprotesters.

A mass brawl broke out
later on Saturday night just five
blocks away from the White
House as counterprotesters
clashed with a group of Trump
supporters. PTI

Washington: President-elect
Joe Biden wants to “restore the
soul of America.” First, he’ll need
to fix a broken and divided
Congress.

Biden is rushing headlong
into a legislative branch ground
down by partisanship, name-
calling and, now, a refusal by
some to acknowledge his win
over President Donald Trump.

Democratic allies, strug-
gling to regroup after their own
election losses, harbor deep
divisions between progressive
and moderate voices.
Republicans, rather than gra-
ciously congratulating the
incoming president, are, inten-
tionally or not, delegitimizing
Biden’s presidency while cater-
ing to Trump’s refusal to accept
the election results.

At a time when the country
needs a functioning government
perhaps more than ever to con-

front the crises of COVID-19,
a teetering economy and racial
injustice, Washington is being
challenged by the president-
elect to do better than it has.

It’s going to be a hard open-
ing.

“The country used to want
gridlock because they saw grid-
lock as a way to protect them.
Now the country’s actually hun-
gry for action and progress,” said
Jesse Ferguson, a Democratic
strategist. “That’s a mandate to
flip the switch.” 

The idea of a Biden man-
date, though, is relative, certainly
embraced by Democrats who

want to push ahead with his
agenda. Emboldened
Republicans, though, who did-
n’t lose a single House seat, but
in fact expanded their ranks and
brushed back many Senate
Democratic challengers, see
their own mandate to serve as
a block on a Biden agenda.

California Rep. Kevin
McCarthy, the House’s
Republican leader, said the elec-
tion “was a mandate against
socialism,” stepping up the
relentless GOP attacks, even
though Biden is a centrist
Democrat.

Biden comes to the presi-
dency like few in recent histo-
ry, with a rare mix of experience
but also a potentially divided
Congress. Not since President
George H.W. Bush has the
White House had an executive
with such a deep Washington
resume. 

Rarely in modern times
has a Democrat started an
administration without a full
Democratic Congress. While
the House is in Democratic
hands, the Senate remains unde-
cided, a 50-48 lead for
Republicans heading into a Jan.
5 runoff for two seats in Georgia
that will determine party con-
trol.

Asked this past week how
he will be able to work with
Republicans if they aren’t
acknowledging his victory,
Biden said, “They will.” What
Biden is presenting is a new nor-
mal in Washington that he said
voters demanded from the elec-
tion. 

“If we can decide not to
cooperate, then we can decide
to cooperate,” he said at his elec-
tion victory speech.

Much has been made of
Biden’s relationship with Capitol
Hill, where he served as a sen-
ator for 36 years, particularly his
deal-making as Barack Obama’s
vice president with Senate
Republican leader Mitch
McConnell of Kentucky. AP
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Washington: President Donald
Trump’s legal allies have
launched a flurry of lawsuits
arguing that widespread fraud
could have been committed
because its poll watchers didn’t
get proper access to the voting
process. Most of those lawsuits
have been dismissed over lack
of evidence of election fraud.

Trump has tried to argue
that there is a link between
some of the complaints of par-
tisan poll watchers and the
results of the election, which
was won by Democrat Joe
Biden. But there has been no
credible information to validate
his assertions. In fact, both
state and federal officials have
praised the 2020 election as safe
and secure.

WHAT IS A POLL
WATCHER?

A poll watcher is a partisan
appointee who monitors voting
or ballot counting to help
ensure their party gets a fair
shot. They are not supposed to

interfere in the electoral
process, except to report issues
to party officials or polling
place authorities, and are typi-
cally required to register in
advance with the local election
office.

Tasked this year with mon-
itoring a record number of
mail ballots, poll watchers are
designated by a political party
or campaign to report any con-
cerns they may have. 

With a few reports of over-
ly aggressive poll watchers,
election officials said they were
carefully balancing access with
the need to minimise disrup-
tions and social distance con-
cerns over the coronavirus pan-
demic. In many places, they
were ordered to stand 6 feet
away. 

Monitoring polling places
and election offices is allowed
in most states, but rules vary
and there are certain limits to
avoid any harassment or intim-
idation.

WERE TRUMP’S POLL
WATCHERS DENIED
ACCESS? 

The Trump campaign said
from the beginning that
Republican poll watchers were
being improperly denied access
to observe the counting of bal-
lots. Not so, countered election
officials in key battleground
states, who said rules were
being followed and they were
committed to transparency.

In Pennsylvania, for exam-
ple, state election officials said
poll watchers were certified in
every county. Republican
lawyers acknowledged in court
that they had observers watch-
ing polls and mail-in ballots
being processed.

In Michigan, a Trump
campaign lawsuit included
assertions from their observers
that poll workers rolled their
eyes when viewing votes for
Trump, wore masks or clothing
supporting the Black Lives
Matter movement or appeared

to double-count ballots. 
Other lawsuits claimed poll

watchers were temporarily
denied access in some locations,
but there has been no evi-
dence to back it up. Nor was
there evidence of votes being
miscounted out of political
bias. And most of the litigation
alleging this has been dis-
missed.

WAS THERE ANY
VOTER FRAUD IN THE
2020 ELECTION?

No, not according to mul-
tiple election officials in key
states. The federal
Cybersecurity and
Infrastructure Security Agency
has called the voting and count
“the most secure in American
history.” 

Trump’s legal allies have
tried to argue that if poll work-
ers weren’t on hand, anything
could have happened out of
their view. But they have not
provided any evidence of nefar-
ious activity. AP
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Moscow: The president of
Azerbaijan has promised that
Christian churches will be pro-
tected when the strongly Muslim
country takes possession of
areas formerly controlled by
Armenians.

President Ilham Aliyev’s
office said he made the promise
in a telephone call with Russian
President Vladimir Putin, who
is deploying peacekeeping forces
in the areas under an agreement
that ended six weeks of fighting
between Armenia and
Azerbaijan over the Nagorno-
Karabakh region.

Ethnic Armenian forces had
controlled Nagorno-Karabakh
and sizeable adjacent territories
since the 1994 end of a separatist
war. Fighting resumed in late
September and ended with an
agreement that calls for
Azerbaijan to regain control of
the outlying territories as well as
allowing it to hold on to parts of

Nagorno-Karabakh that it seized
during the fighting.

Kalbajar is home to the
well-known Dadivank
monastery of the Armenian
Apostolic Church. A day before
the territory’s handover, work-
ers removed many of the
monastery’s sacred objects.
Other residents in Kalbajar
torched their own homes, fear-
ing what will happen when
Azerbaijani forces take over.
Azerbaijan is about 95% Muslim
and Armenians fear that church-
es would be damaged when it
takes control of the territories. 

“President Aliyev said that
Christian churches in
Azerbaijani territories, which are
returned to Azerbaijan in accor-
dance with the trilateral state-
ment, will also be properly pro-
tected by the state. Christians of
Azerbaijan will have access to
these churches,” said the state-
ment from his office. AP 
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Kyiv (Ukraine): A human
rights group in Belarus said
more than 500 people were
arrested in protests around the
country calling for authoritar-
ian President Alexander
Lukashenko to step down.

The Sunday demonstra-
tions continued the wave of
near-daily protests that have
gripped Belarus since early
August. In the capital Minsk,
police wielded clubs and used
tear gas and water cannons to
disperse thousands of demon-
strators.

The Viasna human rights
organization reported deten-
tions at demonstrations in
other cities, including Vitebsk

and Gomel. It said the nation-
wide arrest numbers exceeded
500.

Many of the demonstrators
carried placards in commem-
oration of Raman Bandarenka,
an opposition supporter who
died Thursday after reported-
ly being beaten in police deten-
tion.

A wide wave of protests,
some attracting more 
than 100,000 people, broke
out following the Aug. 9 
presidential election that offi-
cial results say gave
Lukashenko a sixth term in
office. The opposition and
some poll workers say the
results were manipulated. AP
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Washington: Joe Biden’s sci-
entific advisers will meet with
vaccine makers in coming days
as the presidential transition
remains stalled because of
President Donald Trump’s
refusal to acknowledge that he
lost the election. 

That delayed handoff to
the next administration is
especially problematic during
a public health crisis, the gov-
ernment’s top infectious dis-
ease expert said.

“Of course it would be bet-
ter if we could start working
with them,” said Dr. Anthony
Fauci, head of the National
Institute of Allergy and
Infectious Diseases who has
been through many presiden-
tial transitions during 36 years
of government service. He
likened the process to runners

passing on the baton in a relay
race. “You don’t want to stop,
he said.

The president-elect’s out-
reach to the vaccine manufac-
turers comes as the coron-
avirus pandemic in the United
States has entered perhaps its
most dangerous phase. 

The seven-day rolling
average for new daily cases
stood at 145,400 on Saturday,
according to data from Johns
Hopkins University. That
means the U.S. Is adding about
1 million new cases a week,
and deaths averaged 820 a
day, a 33% increase in just two
weeks.

“We’re going to start those
consultations this week” said
Biden’s chief of staff, Ron Klain,
citing Pfizer and other phar-
maceutical companies. AP
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Gunmen killed at least 34 peo-
ple in a “gruesome” attack on a
passenger bus in west Ethiopia,
a part of the country that has
recently seen a spate of deadly
assaults on civilians, the nation-
al human rights body said
Sunday. The Ethiopian Human
Rights Commission (EHRC)
said in a statement that “the esti-
mated number of casualties,
currently at 34, is likely to rise”
from the attack which occurred
Saturday night in the
Benishangul-Gumuz region.

A spokesman for the com-
mission, an independent gov-
ernment body, confirmed that
the casualties were all deaths.

The EHRC statement said
the bus attack occurred in the
Debate administrative area, and
that “there are reports of simi-
lar attacks” in three other areas,
as well as “of persons who have
fled to seek shelter”. AFP
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New Delhi: The Indian econ-
omy is seen recovering faster
than expected and the Reserve
Bank is likely to have come to
an end of the rate easing cycle,
according to global forecasting
firm Oxford Economics.          

It further said that infla-
tion is expected to average sig-
nificantly above 6 per cent in
the fourth quarter of the cur-
rent fiscal and the RBI may
hold policy rates in December
monetary policy review meet-
ing.

"Consumer inflation rose
back to pre-virus highs in
October, with almost every
broad category other than fuel
experiencing a rise in prices.
While Q4 is likely to mark the
peak for inflation, we have
turned more cautious on the
trajectory over 2021," it said.

Costlier vegetables and

eggs pushed up retail inflation
to a nearly six-and-a-half year
high of 7.61 per cent in
October, keeping it signifi-
cantly above the comfort zone
of the Reserve Bank. Retail
inflation stood at 7.27 per cent
in September 2020.

"At the same time, robust
bottom-up activity data suggest
that the economy may be
recovering faster than we antic-
ipated. As such, we see an
increasing possibility that the
RBI's easing cycle has ended,"
Oxford Economics said.

Moody's Investors Service
has also revised upwards its
GDP forecast for India to (-) 8.9
per cent contraction in the
2020 calendar year, as the
economy reflates after a long
and strict nationwide lock-
down but added the recovery
is patchy. PTI
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New Delhi: Pension fund regu-
lator PFRDA will propose to the
Government to make employers'
contribution of 14 per cent
under NPS tax free for all cate-
gories of subscribers in the next
Budget, chairman Supratim
Bandyopadhyay said.

Employers' contribution of
14 per cent in pension under the
National Pension System (NPS)
scheme for the central govern-
ment employees was made tax
free from April 1, 2019. "We may
propose things like 14 per cent
contribution by employers to be
made tax free to all. Currently, it
is given only to the central gov-
ernment employers.

"So we are requesting the
government to give it to all the
employers, whether it is state
governments or other corporate
entities, so that subscribers across
the board can get this benefit,"
Bandyopadhyay told PTI.

The PFRDA Chairman said
states are asking that the 14 per
cent tax benefit be given to state
government employees also. He
said some state governments

have written to the Authority
requesting the same.

Besides, the Pension Fund
Regulatory and Development
Authority (PFRDA) will ask the
government to extend the ben-
efit of tier-II NPS account as tax
free for all subscribers. Recently,
the facility was granted to the
central government employees.

"There is this tier-II NPS
account which was made tax free
exclusively for the central gov-
ernment employees recently. So
there also, we would request the
government to give the facility to
all the subscribers. In the tax-free
tier II account we are keeping a
lock-in period of 3 years because
you are getting the tax-free sta-
tus...And we want it to be extend-
ed to all the other employees," he
added. A tier-II account under
NPS is not a compulsory
account, one can have it along
with the tier-I account, he said,
adding the benefit with tier II
account is that it can be with-
drawn immediately.

Last month, the Finance
Ministry had kicked off the

exercise to prepare the Budget for
2021-22 amid the urgency to
revive the  economy hit by the
COVID-19  pandemic.

The upcoming Budget will
be crucial for the country as it
will have to deal with impact of
pandemic which has affected all
segments of the economy,
including revenue collection,
disinvestment, expenditure,
exports and food prices.

Budget 2021-22 is likely to
be presented on February 1.

NPS, administered by
PFRDA, is a voluntary, defined
contribution retirement savings
scheme designed to enable the
subscribers to make optimum
decisions about future needs.

There are two types of NPS
accounts -- tier-I and tier-II.
While tier-I is a non-withdraw-
able permanent retirement
account into which the accu-
mulations are deposited and
invested as per the option of the
subscriber, tier-II account is the
one which is allowed only when
there is an active tier-I 
account. PTI
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New Delhi: Initial bids for
privatisation of Bharat
Petroleum Corp Ltd (BPCL)
will close on Monday amid
indications of supermajors
UK's BP Plc, Total of France
and Saudi Aramco unlikely to
bid.

The government, which is
selling its entire 52.98 per cent
stake in India's second largest
oil refining and marketing
company, had on four occa-
sions extended the date of
putting in the preliminary
expression of interest (EoI).
The current deadline is
November 16.

Department of Investment
and Public Asset Management
(DIPAM) Secretary Tuhin
Kanta Pandey had last month
told PTI that there would be no
further extension.

Industry sources said BP as
well as Total are unlikely to bid
for the stake and there are
reports of even Russian ener-

gy giant Rosneft or its affiliates
and Saudi Arabian Oil
Company (Saudi Aramco) not
very keen on bidding given the
asking price of close to USD 10
billion required to buy the
firm at a time when the world
is moving away from conven-
tional fuel.

Also, the pandemic has
led to demand destruction of
conventional fuels and may
hasten transition towards
cleaner fuels such as hydrogen
and battery-operated 
EVs.

Given the uncertain
demand scenario, the investors
are weighing if BPCL acquisi-
tion makes sense, they 
said.

At Friday's closing price of
Rs 412.70 on the BSE, the gov-
ernment's 52.98 per cent stake
in BPCL is worth Rs 47,430
crore. Also, the acquirer would
have to make an open offer for
buying another 26 per cent

stake from the public, which
would cost Rs 23,276 
crore.

Sources said BPCL annu-
ally makes a profit of about Rs
8,000 crore and at this pace it
would take 8-9 years for the
investor to recover the bid
amount of over Rs 70,000
crore.

The acquisition makes
sense for companies which can
double the profit by growing
the business as well as through
operational efficiencies and
synergies with existing business
in half that timeframe.

Billionaire Mukesh
Ambani-led Reliance Industries
Ltd, which operates the world's
largest single location oil refin-
ing complex at Jamnagar in
Gujarat and has fledgling ambi-
tions to retail fuel, can be one
such company.

Reliance has so far
remained tight-lipped about
its intentions for BPCL. PTI

New Delhi:The upcoming
summit of the G20 will be a
"milestone", Saudi Arabia, the
chair of the powerful econom-
ic bloc, said on Sunday amid
mounting expectations of fiscal
support, debt reductions and
several other monetary mea-
sures by the grouping to help
the global economy recover
from the coronavirus-driven
collapse.Saudi Arabia's
Ambassador to India Saud bin
Mohammed Al Sati said the vir-
tual summit on November 21-
22 will largely focus on address-
ing the implications of the
coronavirus pandemic, future
health care plans and steps for
reviving the global economy.

The G20 comprises the
world's largest and fastest-
growing economies and
accounts for 85 percent of the
global GDP and two-thirds of
its population. The summit of
the grouping is taking place in
the midst of the worst eco-
nomic downturn the world is
witnessing since the Great
Depression of the 1930s. 

In March, the G20 had
announced that over USD 5
trillion would be injected into

the global economy to offset
the impact of the pandemic. 

"The upcoming meeting
on November 21-22 is going to
be a milestone. Members of the
G20 are going to be meeting
virtually for the second time,
during this year," Al Sati told
PTI in an interview.

There have been expecta-
tions that the G20 will unveil
an economic stimulus pro-
gramme as well as a framework
for debt reductions for poor
countries at the summit as the
coronavirus pandemic threat-
ens to leave long-lasting scars
on the global economy.

"Among other major agen-
da points, the summit will work
towards addressing the impli-
cations of the pandemic, future
health care plans and steps to be
taken to revive the global econ-
omy," the envoy said.

On India's role in the
grouping, Al Sati said Saudi
Arabia values the knowledge
and experience that India has
brought to the G20 as well as
its remarkable efforts in
extending medical supplies to
several countries across the
globe to deal with the pan-

demic. 
"The economic relief pack-

age provided by India for its
most prominent sectors is com-
mendable. As the fifth-largest
global economy and the largest
economy in South Asia, the
Indian economy has the impe-
tus to recover from the impact
of the ongoing pandemic," he
said.

The envoy said Saudi Arabia
has already engaged with a host
of stakeholders including busi-
nesses and think tanks across the
globe to come up with strong
policy solutions for the G20
member nations and beyond to
deal with the massive socio-eco-
nomic disruptions caused by the
pandemic.

The much-awaited sum-
mit is scheduled to be attended
by US President Donald Trump,
British Prime Minister Boris
Johnson, Indian Prime Minister
Narendra Modi, Japanese PM
Yoshihide Suga, Rusian
President Vladimir Putin,
Chinese President Xi Jinping,
German Chancellor Angela 

Merkel and French
President Emmanuel Macron
among others. PTI

New Delhi: The Ministry of
Labour and Employment has
sought feedback from stake-
holders on draft rules under the
Code on Social Security, 2020.

The feedback is required to
be provided within 45 days from
November 13, 2020.

Union Ministry of Labour
and Employment has notified
the draft rules under the Code
on Social Security, 2020 on
November 13, 2020, inviting
objections and suggestions, if
any, from the stakeholders, the
ministry said in a statement.

The draft rules provide for
operationalization of provisions
in the Code on Social Security,
2020 relating to Employees'
Provident Fund Organisation
(EPFO), Employees' State
Insurance Corporation (ESIC),
gratuity, maternity benefit, social
security and cess in respect of
building and other construction
workers, social security for unor-
ganised workers, gig workers and
platform workers.

The draft rules also provide
for Aadhaar-based registration
including self-registration by

unorganised workers, gig work-
ers and platform workers on the
portal of the Central govern-
ment, the statement said.The
Ministry of Labour and
Employment has already initi-
ated action for development of
such portal.

For availing any benefit
under any of the social security
schemes framed under the Code,
an unorganised worker or a gig
worker or platform worker shall
be required to be registered on
the portal with details as may be
specified in the scheme, it said.

The rules further provide for
Aadhaar-based registration of
building and other construction
workers on the specified portal
of the Central government and
the state government or the
State Welfare Board.

When a building worker
migrates from one state to
another, he shall be entitled to get
benefits in the state where he is
currently working,  and it shall
be the responsibility of the
Building Workers Welfare  Board
of that state to provide benefits
to such a worker. PTI

Kolkata: In a bid to prevent
hoarding, the regulator of the
jute industry is planning to
carry out search and seizure
operations to enforce its order
that asked stockists to hold not
more than 500 quintal of raw
jute from November 17, an offi-
cial said on Sunday.

In August, the Jute
Commissioner's office had
capped the stock holding limit
at 1,500 quintal on own or third
party account and asked
traders on November 6 to
bring it down to 500 quintal in
the next 10 days.

The government's order
came at a time when the price
of the commodity soared to
over Rs 6,000 per quintal,
impacting the manufacturing
of jute bags.

"We have plans to carry out
search and seizure operations
as per power vested on us to
ensure that the stock limit
order is properly implemented.

"We will stay prepared and
can take such steps anytime
because the control order will
be effective from November 17
to make sure that raw jute is

available at a proper price," a
senior official of the Jute
Commissioner's office told PTI.

Based on the intelligence
inputs, the regulator believes
that the steep increase in price
is the outcome of hoarding by
middlemen, and farmers are
not benefiting from it, he said.

The price, which had
crossed the limit of Rs 6,000 per
quintal, has now eased to a
range of Rs 5,800-5,850 as the
supplies have improved fol-
lowing the order that directed
traders to reduce the stock
limit to 500 quintal.

According to the Jute
Commissioner's office, the
price should not exceed the
limit of Rs 5,600-5,700 per
quintal.Meanwhile, Jute Balers'
Association had already
announced the suspension of
all trading activities from
November 23 to protest against
the order.

The balers' body also
alleged that the control mea-
sure has made businesses of its
members "unviable" and
planned to move a court to
challenge it.

The price rise of the raw
material is adversely impacting
the manufacturing and the
supplies of jute bags for pro-
curement of Kharif foodgrain
and poses a challenge to millers
to meet the requirement of
such packaging materials for
the season.

Mills are required to sup-
ply another 3.5 lakh bales of
jute bags to meet the target of
about 14 lakh bales, the indus-
try sources said.Last year, the
Jute Commissioner's office had
raided godowns of some mills
and balers to check if import-
ed raw jute was used for mak-
ing bags meant for the gov-
ernment supply.

The use of imported raw
jute is banned for the manu-
facturing of sacks, a move
aimed at protecting the domes-
tic industry.

The jute mills are allowed
to hold stocks of raw material
equivalent to their average
three-month production and it
is found that most of the units
have their stocks below two-
month requirement, the official
said. PTI

New Delhi :The National
Company Law Tribunal
(NCLT) has approved a Rs
103-crore bid to acquire debt-
ridden NIIL Infrastructures,
which is developing a housing
project in Agra, Uttar 
Pradesh.

A two-member Principal
bench of NCLT, headed by
Acting President BSV Prakash
Kumar, has approved the Rs
103.18 crore resolution plan by
a consortium of Rishabh
Verma and Shilendra Khirwar
along with N-Homes.

In March 2018, NCLT
Delhi had admitted the appli-
cation seeking resolution for
NIIL Infrastructures under the
Insolvency and Bankruptcy
Code and appointed Nisha
Malpani as the Resolution
Professional (RP).

In its order, NCLT has
observed that the resolution
plan provides no lay off for the
workmen of the debt-laden
company and for the full and
final discharge of their dues for
the period of 24 months pre-
ceding the insolvency com-
mencement date.

"There appears to be no
discrimination in the resolution
plan in respective class of cred-
itors as the same treatment is
provided to similarly situated
each class of creditors," the tri-
bunal said.

The resolution plan by the
consortium has already been
approved by the lenders of the
company.

"The resolution plan has
been approved by 77.04 per
cent voting share of the mem-
ber of CoC and has been sub-
mitted in compliance of section
30 of the code. 

In view of the aforesaid dis-
cussions and as no infirmity
has been brought out upon
screening the resolution plan,
we hereby approver the reso-
lution plan," said NCLT. 

The tribunal observed that
the resolution plan was higher
than the liquidation value of
the company, which was Rs
90.98 crore. PTI

New Delhi:The Insolvency and
Bankruptcy Board of India
(IBBI) has amended norms
for the liquidation process
under the IBC to allow liq-
uidators to transfer or assign
"not readily realisable assets" of
the corporate debtor to any
person after consultation with
all stakeholders' consultation
committee.

The Insolvency and
Bankruptcy Code (IBC) envis-
ages early closure of liquidation
process so that the assets of the
corporate debtor are released
for alternate uses expeditious-
ly. However, the process takes
longer where the liquidation
estate includes a "not readily
realisable asset".

To facilitate quick closure
of the liquidation process, the
IBBI brought in the Insolvency
and Bankruptcy Board of India
(Liquidation Process) (Fourth
Amendment) Regulations,
2020 on Friday which enables
the liquidator to assign or
transfer a "not readily realisable
asset" to any person in consul-
tation with the stakeholders'
consultation committee.

"Not readily realisable
asset" means any asset includ-
ed in the liquidation estate
which could not be sold
through available options and
includes contingent or disput-
ed assets, and assets underlying
proceedings for preferential,
undervalued, extortionate cred-
it, and fraudulent transactions.

If the liquidator fails to
transfer the assets to anyone, he

would have to distribute the
assets amongst stakeholders,
with the approval of the adju-
dicating authority.

"Thus, a liquidator shall
attempt to sell the assets at the
first instance, failing which he
may assign or transfer an asset
to any person, in consultation
with the stakeholders' consul-
tation committee, and failing
which he may distribute the
undisposed of assets amongst
stakeholders, with the approval
of the AA," said an IBBI noti-
fication.

The board also amended the
regulations for insolvency reso-
lution process for corporate
persons and information utilities
regulations, 2020, noting that
there may be a creditor who may
not be willing to wait for com-
pletion of liquidation process for
realisation of his debt.

"The IBBI amended the
Regulations to enable a credi-
tor to assign or transfer the debt
due to it to any other person in
accordance with the laws for
the time being in force dealing
with such assignment or trans-
fer," said an IBBI 
statement. IANS

New Delhi :  Reliance
Retail  Ventures Limited
(RRVL), a subsidiary of
Reliance Industries Limited
(RIL) has acquired equity
shares of Urban Ladder Home
Decor Solutions Private
Limited (UrbanLadder) for a
cash consideration of Rs
182.12 crore.

The investment represents
96 per cent holding in the
equity share capital of
UrbanLadder. RRVL has a
further option of acquiring the
balance stake, taking its share-
holding to 100 per cent of the
equity share capital of
UrbanLadder.

RRVL proposes to make a
further investment of up to Rs
75 crore. The further invest-
ment is expected to be com-
pleted by December 2023.

UrbanLadder was incor-
porated in India on February
17, 2012. UrbanLadder is in
the business of operating a dig-
ital platform for home furni-
ture and decor products.

It also has a chain of retail
stores in several cities across
India. UrbanLadder's audited
turnover was Rs 434 crore, Rs
151.22 crore and Rs 50.61
crore, and Net Profit/(Loss) of
Rs 49.41 crore, Rs 118.66 crore
and Rs 457.97 crore in FY

2019, FY 2018 and FY 2017
respectively.

The aforesaid investment
will further enable the group's
digital and new commerce ini-
tiatives and widen the bouquet
of consumer products provid-
ed by the group, while enhanc-
ing user engagement and expe-
rience across its retail offerings.

No governmental or regu-
latory approvals were required
for the said investment. The
investment does not fall with-
in related party transactions
and none of RIL's promot-
er/promoter group/group
companies have any interest in
the transaction.
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New Delhi:GST investigation
authorities have arrested 25
persons in a nationwide drive
against fraud through fake
GST invoices in the last four
days, sources said on Sunday.

According to the sources, the
Directorate General of GST
Intelligence (DGGI) intensified
the drive against unscrupulous
elements for availing and pass-
ing on input tax credit (ITC)
fraudulently through fake invoic-
es, non-existent or fly-by-night
firms and circular trading in the
second week of November.

The sources said that the
procedure for new GST regis-
tration will be further tight-
ened. GST registration in
appropriate cases will now
compulsorily require physical
and financial verification.

During the latest drive,
Sunil Gutte, son of a sitting
MLA and sugar baron
Ratnakar Gutte, was among the
25 persons arrested in around
350 cases registered for
issuance of fake invoices against
1,180 entities.

The DGGI Mumbai Zone
arrested Sunil Gutte, Managing
Director of Sunil Hi-tech, along
with his business associate

Vijendra Ranka, the two king-
pins of fake invoice scams
totalling Rs 520 crore of ITC in
Maharashtra.

Following the crackdown
on GST fake invoice frauds,
DGGI and CGST formations
have so far acted in Delhi,
Bengaluru, Mumbai, Ludhiana,
Chennai, Nagpur, Kolkata,
Gurugram, Jind, Ballabhgarh,
Ahmedabad, Surat, Vadodara,
Bhilai, Jodhpur, Hyderabad,
Mathura, Raipur,
Visakhapatnam, Jamshedpur,
Patna, Imphal, Meerut,
Guwahati, Pune, Siliguri,
Bhopal, Bhubaneshwar, among
other places.

Sources said inquiries
showed that Sunil Hi-tech
Engineers Ltd availed fraudulent
ITC to the tune of Rs 304 crore
from multiple entities and
passed on fraudulent ITC to the
tune of Rs 216 crore to multiple
entities, based on bogus invoic-
es issued, without any receipt or
supply of goods or services.

Another case against
Oshiya Ferro Alloys Pvt Ltd
was booked for passing on
fake ITC amounting to Rs 209
crore involving bogus supply of
iron and steel articles.

It was found that they
allegedly ran the racket of fake
invoice for not only evading
GST but also to commit a
massive bank loan fraud of
more than Rs 2,500 crores, said
people in the know. Sunil
Hitech has gone to NCLT
reportedly to get rid of the
fraudulent loans burden.

The Delhi CGST Zone
booked a case of GST fraud
against Krishna Trading Co for
issuing invoices without supply
of goods and passing on ITC
amounting to around Rs 397
crore.

The fake invoices were for
the supply of metal scrap. They
had created 31 fake firms, the
sources said. Owner Lallan
Shah has been arrested.

The CGST Delhi (East)
Commissionerate arrested a
fake billing mastermind Ashish
Aggarwal, who allegedly sup-
plied fake invoices to Sanjay
Garg, proprietor of Devyaani
Agro Industries, Ballabgarh,
Haryana, for availing ITC to
the tune of around Rs 20 crore
and for passing further ineli-
gible ITC to the tune of around
Rs 30.04 crore to various enti-
ties. IANS
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Accompanied by his teenage niece, a gay literature professor

reluctantly returns home to attend his father’s funeral. Directed by
Alan Ball, the film releases on November 25 on Amazon Prime
Video.
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Seasonal cheer comes to a screeching halt when a cold-hearted

woman tries to sell her hometown’s land. Can music, magic and mem-
ories change her mind? The Netflix film releases on November 22.
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When actor Kajal
Aggarwal and designer
Gautam Kitchlu’s wed-

ding photographs recently went
viral on social media, there was
curiosity as to who planned this
dreamy affair? Well, thanks to
Chennai-based wedding design-
er Ambika Gupta and her team.
With the theme, ‘Kashmir to
Kanyakumari’, the wedding’s
design focussed on bringing
together the best of the worlds
the couple comes from.

Here are the excerpts of our
conversation with Ambika,
founder of the A-Cube Project,
as she talks about her experi-
ences of planning a celebrity
wedding.

�What were the challenges
while planning the wedding,
keeping in mind the COVID-19
scenario and limitations?

Well, yes the distancing had
to be maintained. Kajal and her
family were extremely particular
about safety and we rigorously
followed all protocols without
compromising on the aesthetics
and the keen eye for detail they
wanted. We observed COVID-19
precautions as specified by the
Maharashtra Government and
the 60 to 70 guests and members
of the crew who were present at
the wedding had to go through
health clearances beforehand.

�How did you actually land

this project of planning Kajal’s
wedding?

It was completely serendipi-
tous! Kajal’s sister Nisha took a brief
look at my portfolio and after a few
calls and meetings, we were on. Not
a flashy person herself, Kajal want-
ed her wedding to be understated
but elegant. Keeping that in mind
and noticing their roots in the
respective cultural legacies that
she and her husband share, I came
up with the complete idea. During
a question & answer round,
Gautam told me that he is from
Kashmir and hence, I came up with
the “Kashmir to Kanyakumari”
theme and we brought it all to life
in just over 35 days.

�Any special details you
focussed on...

Drawing from diverse cultur-
al references, we ideated and
designed the ambience of the
Brijwasi Krishna Bagh — a Radha
& Krishna-themed Puja at Kajal’s
home where the bond of the
couple was depicted against a pas-
toral backdrop — Vrindavan with
swings, a floral arch dotted with
peonies in shades of pink, stun-
ning origami birds and brass
bells hanging from a tree, comple-
mented with peacock feathers,
flutes and floral details. 

For the Haldi and Mehendi
ceremonies, the Soufflé S’il Vous
Plaît — an otherwise tropical

French bistro at Churchgate —
was transformed into a Kitsch
Mandi as a tribute to the artisans
of India who have been hit hard
by the onset of COVID-19. Kajal
wore a specially-handcrafted
weave by Madhuraya creations,
which was an initiative to support
weavers and revive traditional
crafts. She has a soft spot for the
unsung weavers of India and her
wedding was the perfect opportu-
nity to give back to them in
some way. 

�How did you gave the French
ambience an artisanal touch?

Since Kajal has always sup-
ported small businesses, she

walked urged us to turn the
French ambience into an authen-
tic artisanal experience. We curat-
ed and designed a backdrop made
of Pettis, or traditional contrap-
tions used by coconut tree
climbers. Handmade with love by
tree climbers of Kadamba Vanam
farms in Parmenkenni, Tamil
Nadu, and hand-painted by local
artists, we bought them from the
farmers itself and that was a
beautiful way to support the
farmers in these hard times.

We also used Kutch work-
manship in furnishings, tradition-
al dry palm weaves all around, and
Chettinad consoles and brass pots
with banana leaves.

�How did you decide the venue?
The wedding venue was the

Taj Mahal Palace, Mumbai, where
Kashmiri design details were
incorporated as a special, heart-
felt nod to Kajal’s husband
Gautam, where he comes from.
The theme — ‘Shikara: A Voyage
of Love’ — drew from the idyllic
and serene beauty of Kashmir, by
mirroring mountain ranges and
the majestic Dal Lake. The man-
dap was majestic and reminiscent
of a pyramid. This was an ode to

hilly terrains of Kashmir and
also representative of the merging
of the self and the soul. It was held
together by gold frames and
translucent baby pink screens. The
mandap also bore intricate details
of a Shikara, with panelling rem-
iniscent of Kashmir’s houseboats
with their wooden jaalis. Adding
to the warmth were powder blue
pashmina embroidery pieces cap-
tured in diamond set frames.
Each guest was given a silver bell
with a personalised note.

�How was the overall experi-
ence? Any takeaways...

Well, I think, everyone
enjoyed the intimate scale of the
wedding along with the layered
beauty of each design and detail.
The experience for me was even
more rewarding because of my
client, Kajal, who is an extreme-
ly down-to-earth person and her
entire family was wonderful. Very
sweet and warm. Kajal and her
family treated all of us like an
extended part of the family. My
biggest takeaway from this wed-
ding has been the personal bond
I developed with the family. It has
only hit me post the wedding that
I actually did a celebrity wedding.

Soumitra Chattopadhyay —
Chatterjee to anglicised India —

answers to the term ‘phenomenon’ as
absolutely as few actors do, for the
sheer ease with which he defied the
cliches of image. His stardom was sen-
sational, and yet born out of realism.
He was the mascot of the peerless
Satyajit Ray’s oeuvre, having worked
with the maestro in 14 films, and yet
he scored with the same assuredness
in works of contemporary commercial
powerhouses as Ajoy Kar and Tarun
Mazumdar. He is the Dadasaheb
Phalke Award (2012) and Padma
Bhushan (2004) recipient who was also
honoured with the Legion d’Honneur
(2018) in France for his contribution
to world cinema.

Soumitra he had something for
everyone. He was not just Satyajit Ray’s
Apu. Beyond such a nuanced portray-
al, he could also simply become Ray’s
Feluda and reach out to every audience
— from eight to 80. Ray was looking
for his adult Apu in Apur Sansar, final
part of the Apu trilogy that started with
Pather Panchali. A friend introduced
Soumitra to the master filmmaker who
promptly declared the budding actor
looked too old to be Apu, a college stu-
dent according to his script. Soumitra
would eventually bag the role opposite
Sharmila Tagore, of course, and the rest
is history.

Soumitra’s cinematic fate is over-
whelmingly dictated by the great cin-
ema of Satyajit Ray, so much so the

maestro’s filmography through his
most important phase outlines the
actor’s career graph. Soumitra made his
debut with Apur Sansar (1959) and,
over the next three decades, would
work in Ray projects as Devi (1960),
Teen Kanya (1961), Abhijan (1962),
Charulata (1964),  Kapurush O
Mahapurush (1965), Aranyer Din Ratri
(1969), Ashani Sanket (1973), Sonar
Kella (1974), Joy Baba Felunath (1978),
Hirak Rajar Deshe (1980), Ghare Baire
(1984), Ganashatru (1989) and Shakha
Proshakha (1990).

Consider a few other diversely pro-

lific filmmakers beyond Ray who
worked with Soumitra, and you get the
picture. Mrinal Sen, another global
icon of Bangla cinema of the era,
directed Soumitra for the first time in
Punascha (1961), and then again
returned to collaborate with the actor
in Pratinidhi (1964), Akash Kusum
(1965), and Mahaprithibi (1991). The
iconic Tapan Sinha directed him in
projects as Kshudhita Pashan (1960),
Jhinder Bandi (1961), Atanka (1984)
and Antardhan (1992).

Mainstream titans of his era loved
working with the affable Soumitra, too.

Asit Sen directed him in Swayambara
(1961) and Swaralipi (1961), while Ajoy
Kar made Otol Joler Ahoban (1962),
Saat Pake Baandha (1963), Barnali
(1963), Kaanch Kata Heere (1965)
and Parineeta (1969).  Tarun
Mazumdar directed the actor over the
years in Ektuku Baasha (1965), Sansar
Simante (1975), Ganadevata (1978),
Agomon (1988) and Path O Prasad
(1991).

Most of his directors have often
spoken about the insatiable passion he
had for his craft. It was something that
ensured he would stay busy as ever till
his last days, essaying character roles
with the same enthusiasm with which
he executed starring roles in his hey-
days. His 300-plus film career proba-
bly can be explained by his highly
adaptable quality as an actor. He was
at home working with new-age Bengali
f i lmmakers as Atanu Ghosh
(Mayurakshi),  Suman Ghosh
(Podokkhep, Peace Haven, Dwando,
Basu Paribar), Partha Chakraborty
(Samantaral) and Nandita Roy and
Shiboprosad Mukherjee (Posto).

He moved outside Bengal into
the Bollywood industry twice. In 1986,
he acted opposite Roopa Ganguly in
the Hindi short film Nirupama, based
on Rabindranath Tagore’s story Dena
Paona. He also bagged a role in the
2002 release, Hindustani Sipahi, based
on Utpal Dutt’s renowned Bangla play
Pherari Fauj.

—IANS
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After a disastrous set-up by their families, two teens strike

up a tentative friendship at their summer programme — but
deeper feelings aren’t far behind. Starring Rohit Saraf, Prajakta
Koli and Vihaan Samat, the romantic comedy releases on
Netflix on November 20.
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The world that we live in is divided on
the basis of race, religion, language,

nationality, political ideology and various
other factors, as a result of which there is
grave discrimination all over. This dis-
crimination further breeds hatred, rival-
ry, injustice, conflicts and inhumane
behaviour. A lot of time, money and ener-
gy is wasted in settling these conflicts at
the communal, national or international
level. Not only does this discrimination
creates law & order problems but also
affects physical and mental health of peo-
ple at large. Due to all these negativity,
majority of population lives in constant
fear and anxiety. One does not find love,
friendship, cooperation, unity and con-
cord. Hence, strug-
gle and strife
becomes the very
way of life. 

In order to treat
a large part of pop-
ulation suffering
from many psycho-
somatic diseases,
caused by tension,
insecurity, disunity,
lack of love and
spirit of enthusiasm, various hospitals
need to be run, doctors should be trained,
medicines have to be made and supplied,
diagnostic instruments need to be invent-
ed and manufactured. The efficiency of
the nation is reduced and as a result the
economic burden on the country increas-
es. In order to have enough money for the
maintenance of machinery, healthcare and
law, the government has to tax people.
This in turn leads to the rise in prices of
goods. As a result, everyone tries to make
some extra money through tax-evasion or
other unfair means. This leads to corrup-
tion and rise in economic crimes. The
society becomes more materialistic and
the values of love, cooperation, service,
sympathy, etc. are replaced by profiteer-
ing and accumulation of property and
wealth. 

This analysis leads to the conclusion
that there is no alternative to values like
love and peace. As long as there is discrim-
ination on the basis of race, religion, lan-
guage, nationality etc., there will always
be partiality, injustice, violence and there-
fore, no peace. So, the universal philoso-
phy of life enjoins on us to create and
maintain an atmosphere of love, harmo-
ny, unity, cooperation and sympathy.
But this cannot be possible unless and
until there is a shift in our self-identity. If
our identities are based on race, religion,
language, nationality, etc. there will always
be conflicts, struggles and strikes. The only
factor that can unite us inspite of these dif-
ferences is our spiritual identity. If we all
live in the belief that we are the beings-
of-light, i.e. souls and are children of the
supreme being of light, only then our atti-
tude and behaviour towards others will
be based on a feeling of brotherhood. So,
the need of the hour is a change in our
world vision. If all humans come to recog-
nise their true, spiritual identity and
mutual brotherhood, the boundaries of
nations, races, religions, classes etc.
would become meaningless, and human-
ity would be able to live in peace and har-
mony as one family.

Ateam of researchers has discov-
ered that new green materials

currently being developed for
next-generation solar panels could
be useful for indoor light harvest-
ing, paving the way to power
smart devices using ambient light
at home or office.

In smart devices like smart-
phones, smart speakers and wear-
able health and wellness sensors,
the can deplete quickly and contain
toxic and rare environmentally
damaging chemicals. One way to
power them is by converting
indoor light from ordinary bulbs
into energy, in a similar way to how
solar panels harvest energy from
sunlight, known as solar photo-
voltaics.

However, due to the different
properties of the light sources, the
materials used for solar panels are
not suitable for harvesting indoor
light.

Now, researchers from
Imperial College London,
Soochow University in China, and
the University of Cambridge have
detailed a novel way in a paper
published in the journal Advanced
Energy Materials. “By efficiently
absorbing the light coming from
lamps commonly found in homes
and buildings, the materials we
investigated can turn light into
electricity with an efficiency
already in the range of commercial
technologies,” explained study co-
author Dr Robert Hoye from the
Department of Materials at
Imperial. He added, “We have
also already identified several pos-
sible improvements, which would
allow these materials to surpass the
performance of current indoor

photovoltaic technologies in the
near future”.

The team investigated ‘per-
ovskite-inspired materials’, which
were created to circumvent prob-
lems with materials called per-
ovskites, which were developed for
next-generation solar cells.

Although perovskites are cheaper
to make than traditional silicon-
based solar panels and deliver
similar efficiency, perovskites con-
tain toxic lead substances.

This drove the development of
perovskite-inspired materials,
which are instead based on safer

elements like bismuth and antimo-
ny. The team found that the mate-
rials are much more effective at
absorbing indoor light, with effi-
ciencies that are promising for
commercial applications.

Crucially, the researchers
demonstrated that the power pro-

vided by these materials under
indoor illumination is already suf-
ficient to operate electronic cir-
cuits. Professor Vincenzo Pecunia,
from Soochow University, said:
“Our discovery opens up a whole
new direction in the search for
green, easy-to-make materials to

sustainably power our smart
devices”.

Lead-free perovskite-inspired
materials could soon enable bat-
tery-free devices for wearables,
healthcare monitoring, smart
homes, and smart cities, the
authors wrote. J)���

Joe Biden, the newly elected President of
the USA had vowed to enact the Equality
Act in his first 100 days of commencing

the office. The said Act would provide con-
sistent and explicit non-discrimination
protection for LGBTQ+ people across key
areas of life, including employment, hous-
ing, credit, federally funded programmes
and jury service. In India, after decriminal-
ising homosexuality in 2018, the legality of
same-sex marriage is now being raised in
our courts. The LGBTQ+ rights across the
world are slowly being recognised. However,
the struggle of the LGBTQ+ people, espe-
cially children, needs more attention from
the world to bring an effective change.

In this regard, Raj Jaiswal, a 17-year-old,
was interviewed over the phone because of

COVID-19. When asked if they are com-
fortable sharing their story, a determined,
mature and assertive voice from the other
end of the phone said, “My story needs to
be heard, so that the society starts growing
out of its boxed mentality.”

Raj lives in Mumbai’s Goregaon and
belongs to a low-income family. While his
mother is a homemaker, their father works
for a food delivery application. With three
younger siblings who are still in school, Raj
is the eldest. Financially, things are stretched
at home and the family struggles to make
ends meet.

While sharing his story, Raj said,
“When I was younger, being myself was
much easier. When I turned eight, my par-
ents could tell that I was behaving ‘like a girl’.

I liked dressing up, which they didn’t like.
My relationship with my parents got
strained once they started fitting me into
boxes. For them, their eldest son wasn’t
being ‘normal’. Things slipped out of hands
with frequent fights. Quite early in life, I’d
realised that a soul cannot be changed.”

He faced frequent bullying by their
peers and violence at home as they did not
fit into the gender binary. Burdened with
questions about why he was considered ‘dif-
ferent’ as a child, he chose to live a life of
dignity and self-acceptance very young. “I
realised that I need to stand up for myself
as only then can I have a dialogue with soci-
ety about changing their minds,” he said.

In 2019, a Child Rights organisation
called PratYek invited him and several other

children for a session. “I learnt about what
child rights are, what is their history. I used
to meet a didi who was a counselor and she
listened to all my concerns patiently. She
helped me get familiar with the term
“LGBTQ+” and I realised this wasn’t my
“problem.” It is the society that needs to
change! But rights do come with responsi-
bilities, so I decided to take the conversa-
tion around queer rights to my communi-
ty, where people are not even educated,”
explained Raj.

Today, he is a part of Young Advocates
for Social Harmony (YASH), a communi-
ty-based initiative of PratYek’s which is led
by children. By giving them a common plat-
form, the programme cultivates active cit-
izens of today while supplementing their

educational and developmental rights.
They organise sessions on understanding
gender for other children and adults in the
community. Raj is also an active member
of International forum for Child Rights and
motivates children in the community to par-
ticipate in child-led advocacy and cam-
paigns.

“Haq hain, ladhna hain, ladhna hain,”
said Raj with determination in an otherwise
composed voice. “As young adults, we’re
fighting for ensuring that nine per cent of
the country’s budget is allotted for children’s
needs.” Today, he is leading the fight for end-
ing violence against children.

Preethi Mutha, the programme man-
ager for organisation’s Maharashtra office,
shared, “Even after facing difficulties, I
admire how Raj continues to have conver-
sation in a community where no one is
familiar with what being a member of
LGBTQ+ community means for a child.
Sharing small houses with siblings and par-
ents doesn’t allow you any privacy or a safe
space that other children growing up in
middle class households have. It’s difficult.
Yet, he continues to have difficult conver-
sations with neighbours, teachers and
friends.”

He has found a larger support system
in his friends who are also a part of the
YASH programme.

Once his mother had a conversation
with Raj’s friends about his behavior. She
asked them to tell him to act normally. The
friends, in turn, asked his mother to really
start accepting her child. “In the transgen-
der community, there is no caste, religion
or gender. It is a space to be yourself,”
believes Raj.

COVID-19 has posed several challenges
for seeking education and Raj is currently
looking for part-time employment to sup-
plement their family’s income.
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Drafted into the Australian
squad for the upcoming

four-Test series, in-form leg-
spinner Mitchell Swepson says
he is itching to test his skills
against India’s world class bat-
ting unit led by skipper Virat
Kohli.

Included in the Australia A
squad for the two warm-up
games against India, Swepson is
now hoping to get a chance to
bowl to Kohli and company.

“You want to challenge
yourself against the best, and it’s
no secret he’s (Kohli) up there
with the best,” Swepson was
quoted as saying by
cricket.Com.Au.

“For me it’s another chal-
lenge and another thing that

excites me to be able to test
myself against a great cricketer.

“Their whole batting line-
up is world class. So any oppor-
tunity to bowl at those guys is
a test for myself and a challenge
I can’t wait to get.”

Swepson took 23 wickets in
three Marsh Sheffield Shield

matches this season at an aver-
age of 21.17 to present a strong
case for himself but says he is
not “counting his chickens” yet
as he knows veteran Nathan
Lyon will be the first choice.

“He’s (Lyon) proven himself
time and time again in Test
matches. I’m not counting my

chickens too much there with
getting a go above him,” the 27-
year-old said.

“But if conditions suit, there
may be a chance they play two
spinners.

“I’ll be preparing to play all
four games. If the chance comes,
I’ll hopefully take it with two
hands. And if not, so be it. I’m
sure there'll be more chances in
the future.”

India are scheduled to play
three ODIs, three T20s and a
four-Test series on the tour,
starting with T20Is from
November 27.

The Test series will begin
with a Day-Night game at
Adelaide from December 17.
Skipper Virat Kohli will miss the
last three matches as he will be
on a paternity during that time. 
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Former Australia captain Mark Taylor has
urged the national selectors to pick in-form

Will Pucovski to open the batting against India
in the upcoming four-Test series.

Taylor also praised the youngster for tak-
ing a six-week break from cricket to deal with
mental health issues during the 2018-19 home
summer.

“I would play Will Pucovski and leave Joe
Burns out. Burns averages 38 in Test cricket he’s
been a solid player for Australia without being
a great one,” said Taylor.

“Pucovski said he’s ready - he’s made two
double hundreds. Pick him while he’s in form.
He has the potential to be a player for the next
decade.”

Very few young Australian cricketers have
generated as much buzz in recent years as the
22-year-old, thanks to his prolific form in
Sheffield Shield.

Victoria’s Pucovski has produced successive
double hundreds, scoring 202 against Western
Australia in a Sheffield Shield clash after an
unbeaten 255 against South Australia.

Despite missing the opening two rounds of
the competition, he has scored 495 runs so far
this season in three innings and is currently the
tournament’s highest run-scorer.

On the other hand, incumbent opener Joe
Burns averaged 32 for Australia last summer and
has had below-par start to the Sheffield Shield
season, scoring 57 runs from five innings.

Pucovski was on the brink of making it to
the Test squad in late 2018 but stepped away
from the game, citing mental health concerns.

“He’s been open and honest about it from
the word go that wouldn’t have been easy. In the
sides I played in it would have been seen as a
sign of weakness now it’s seen as a sign of
strength,” Taylor said.

“I like the fact Victorian coach Chris
Rodgers has had a word to him about batting
at the top of the order. He’s done that, made two
double hundreds, and he's once again publicly
come out and said, ‘I now feel good, I'm enjoy-
ing my cricket, I’m ready.

“His openness and his transparency with his
mental health issues have really helped him, and
I think has set a really good example for young
sports people.”
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Australia head coach Justin Langer
says his pacers have improved in the

last two years since the Test series defeat
to India and he can’t wait to see them
have a go at Virat Kohli and his men in
the upcoming Border-Gavaskar Trophy.

India had stunned Australia 2-1 to
win their maiden Test series Down
Under in  2018-19.

The two teams are set to lock horns
again on Australian soil in a four-Test
series with the opening Day-Night game
in Adelaide starting December 17.

“If I go back to that time (2018-19),
we lost a toss at the MCG after winning
the Perth Test match - lost the toss on
possibly the flattest wicket I’ve seen in
Test cricket ... And they (India) bowled
for nearly two days,” Langer was quot-
ed as saying by ‘Sydney Morning Herald’.

“And then we had to back it up and
play at the SCG the next Test match on
a pretty flat wicket as well. Not making
excuses, but it was tough going back then.

“India were on top of their game,
they deserved to beat us for the first time
in their history. But our guys are two
years better and a lot of the Indians are
the same, more experienced. I can’t wait
to see them go. Can’t wait.”

India had won the first and third Test
at Adelaide and Melbourne respective-
ly, while Australia claimed a victory in
the second game at Perth with the final
match ending in a draw.

The trio of Mitchell Starc, Josh
Hazlewood and Pat Cummins is likely
to be the first choice in the pace depart-
ment this time too but the selectors also
have a lot of options such as James

Pattinson, Queenslander Michael Neser
and Sean Abott to choose in the 17-
member squad. Pattinson, who had
replaced an  Hazlewood in the
Melbourne and Sydney Tests against NZ
last summer, is however short of red-ball
form as he was busy in the recently-con-
cluded IPL in UAE.

Neser is yet to make his Test debut
despite being with the Test squad for
more than a year, while NSW's Abbott
has emerged as a potential Test all-
rounder in last two years, displaying good
form in the Marsh Sheffield Shield sea-
son.

“James Pattinson who has come back
from that back injury, we saw how pow-
erful that was during the last Ashes in
England. Michael Neser keeps playing
well over and over again,” Langer said.
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Virat Kohli is “a very power-
ful guy” in world cricket

who can perform both the roles
of an aggressive cricketer and a
statesman with great aplomb,
feels former Australian captain
Mark Taylor.

The talismanic Indian skip-
per has grown in stature over the
years notching up brilliant
record-breaking knocks.

“I think he is a very power-
ful guy in world cricket, but I
think he does a very good job to
walk that fine line in being an
aggressive cricketer and also a
statesman. I think he’s doing it
very well,” Taylor was quoted as
saying by ‘Sydney Morning
Herald’.

The former Australia open-
er said Kohli carries the respon-
sibility of being an influential
personality with great respect.

“I think he treats that
responsibility with great respect.
He’s still very much his own per-
son when you watch him play.

“I’ve always found him in
the times I've spoken to him to

be very respectful to the game
and those playing it and those
who have played it,” Taylor
added.

Greg Chappell, who coached
India from 2005-07, said the
Indian skipper is “one of the
most influential players in world
cricket” who is not afraid to
express his opinions.

“I think he’s certainly one of
the best players and one of the
most influential players in world
cricket at the moment.

“He has strong views, he’s
quite happy to speak those views,
he’s quite happy to put himself
out there and back himself to
back up his words,” Chappell
said.

The 72-year-old Australian
great said it augers well for Test
cricket that an influential play-
er like Kohli enjoys playing the
longest format of the game.

“He loves Test cricket and
while he’s playing India will
treat Test cricket with respect
because he has a big say in Indian
cricket. That’s a good thing,”
Chappell said.

“If you have a captain of

India who is not interested in
Test cricket that will impact the
scene. Virat loves Test cricket,
he champions Test cricket,
and while that’s happening
India will play Test cricket,” he
added.

“He always pushes the
boundaries, but that’s what
great players do. He wants to
win every game. That was
one of the more fiery ones
[2017 series] going around in
recent years,” Lehmann said.
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Lewis Hamilton secured
a record-equalling sev-
enth Formula One

world title on Sunday after
winning the Turkish Grand
Prix.

The Briton matched
Michael Schumacher’s haul
of drivers’ crowns with three
races of the season remain-
ing.

The defending champi-
on was sixth in qualifying
with his teammate Valtteri
Bottas in ninth but finished
the race top of the podium.
This was the first time this
season that neither Hamilton
(nine) nor Bottas (four) have
topped qualifying.

The 35-year-old sealed
his latest title with a typical-
ly measured masterclass,
handling treacherous wet
early conditions to claim his
94th career win despite his
unaccustomed start posi-
tion.

A breathless Hamilton
said: “I’m lost for words. This
is way beyond my dreams.”

The superstar also ded-
icated his win to kids who
dream the impossible.

Hamilton, who sealed
his first title in 2008, was
adding to his unprecedented
roster of records - most wins
with 94, most pole posi-
tions (97), most podium fin-
ishes (163) and most consec-
utive points finishes (47).

It was widely declared as
one of his finest triumphs
and entirely appropriate on
the day he drew alongside

Schumacher in the record
books.

He lapped his team-
mate and only remaining
title rival Valtteri Bottas,
who finished 14th after a
desultory outing, to claim his
10th victory in 14 races this
season.

Hamilton came home
over half a minute clear of

Sergio Perez for Racing
Point. Both chose to make
only one pit-stop and spend
most of the race on a single
set of intermediate tyres as
their rivals pitted several
times to cope with the slip-
pery conditions.

Hamilton’s old rival,
four-time former champion
Sebastian Vettel, finished

third ahead of his Ferrari
team-mate Charles Leclerc,
Carlos Sainz of McLaren
and, after a wild and impul-
sive afternoon, Max
Verstappen in the leading
Red Bull.

Alex Albon came home
seventh in the second Red
Bull ahead of Lando Norris
in the second McLaren,

Lance Stroll, who had start-
ed from his maiden pole
position for Racing Point,
and Daniel Ricciardo of
Renault.

This latest triumph gave
Hamilton an unassailable
lead over Bottas, with two
races in Bahrain and the sea-
son-closing Abu Dhabi
Grand Prix to come.
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The winner-takes-all showdown between
Cristiano Ronaldo;s Portugal and world

champion France was decided by one of the
least likely scorers on the quality-packed
pitch at Lisbon;s Stadium of Light.

Midfielder N’Golo Kanté, whose
prowess is tackling, not scoring, notched the
only goal of a 1-0 win that ended Portugal;s
bid to defend its Nations League title and
sent the French into the final-of-four.

Joining the fray in a crowded area in
search of a loose ball or rebound, Kanté was
rewarded when goalkeeper Rui Patricio
fumbled a ball into his path for him to fin-
ish off in the 54th minute.

It was Kanté;s second international goal
in his 44th appearance for France. His other
strike came in 2016 in a friendly against
Russia. France clinched a first-place finish
in Group 3 with three more points than
Portugal and the tiebreaker on head-to-head
goals with one game to play. Portugal won
last year’s inaugural Nations League.

France outplayed Portugal and was
denied a lead by halftime thanks only to
Patricio.

“Given the quality of the opposition, it’s
of course one of our best performances of
recent times,”  Didier Deschamps said. “We
deserved the win and we’ve fulfilled our
objective of finishing top. I’m very proud of
the players. They proved tonight that

France are still a great team.” Starting for the
injured Kylian Mbappe,  Anthony Martial
hit the post on the half-hour mark and had
two more good chances denied by Patricio.

Patricio closed quickly to smother
Martial’s attempt to tap in a great through-
ball by Antoine Griezmann in the 12th.
Martial’s header from a well-executed set-
piece hit the crossbar on the half-hour mark,
and Patricio stood firm to block another tap-
in by Martial of Lucas Hernández’s low cross
in the 41st.

Patricio kept his side in the match until
shortly after the restart when he failed to
keep his grip on a shot by Rabiot. Instead,
he spilled the ball into the path of Kante to
finish off.
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After winning a difficult race to
equal Michael Schumacher's

record of seven Formula One
championships on Sunday, the
hardest thing for Lewis Hamilton
was containing his emotions.

His voice could be heard
breaking as he thanked his team
over the radio moments after
crossing the line at the Turkish
Grand Prix, while underneath the
helmet the tears were starting to
build up.

“All these emotions were run-
ning through me and I was try-
ing to stop it,” Hamilton said in his
post-race news conference.

“I was thinking about my
whole career, from when I was
five when I drove in a go-kart,
from when we won the British
championship, driving home with
my dad and singing ‘We Are The
Champions’ and dreaming of
being here.”

Moments after victory No. 94
and title No. 7, he sat in his car
with his head in his hands.

“It really hit me and I just
burst into tears. I couldn't get out
of the car because I just couldn't
believe it,” Hamilton said.

“I didn’t want the visor to
come up and people to see tears
flowing, because I had always said
I would never let you see me cry.
I remember watching drivers in
the past crying and I was like ‘I’m
not going to do that.’ But it was
too much.”

Speaking a short time after his
win, Hamilton was wiping away
those tears as he prepared to
mount the podium.

“I’m definitely a bit lost for
words,” he said, thanking his
family.

“I dreamed of this as a kid.
This is way, way beyond our
dreams.”

Hamilton only had one title,
with McLaren in 2008, when he
replaced Schumacher at Mercedes
in 2013.

"Dream the impossible. You
have got to chase it and never give

up," Hamilton said.
"That's for all the kids out

there who dream the impossible.
You can do it."

Hamilton only needed to fin-
ish ahead of his teammate Valtteri
Bottas to seal his sixth title for
Mercedes, and Bottas placed a
lowly 14th after making a poor
start.

The British driver started
from sixth place but still won a
fourth straight race and 10th of
another hugely dominant season.

“I know I often I say it is
beyond wildest dreams but my
whole life secretly I have dreamt
as high as this,” said Hamilton.

“It felt so far-fetched. I
remember watching Michael win
those world championships. To
get one or two or even three is so
hard.

“Seven is unimaginable.
There is no end to what we can
do together, me and this team.”

Hamilton placed about 30
seconds ahead of Racing Point's
Sergio Perez and Ferrari's
Sebastian Vettel, who overtook
teammate Charles Leclerc for his
first podium of a difficult season.

“It is a bit of a surprise to

snatch the podium, but I am cer-
tainly very happy," Vettel said.

“It was quite intense but good
fun.”

It was also Perez’s first podi-
um of the campaign, while team-
mate Lance Stroll finished only
ninth despite leading from pole
position for much of the 58-lap
race.

Vettel, a four-time F1 cham-
pion, was quick to congratulate
his longtime rival, crouching by
his cockpit and shaking his hand
as he spoke.

Hamilton won his first title
with Mercedes in 2014, and every
one since except for 2016 when
then-teammate Nico Rosberg
beat him in an acrimonious bat-
tle that saw the teenage karting
friends fall out. “Surely one of the
greatest achievements in the his-
tory of sports," Rosberg said on
Twitter.

“Congratulations Lewis and
enjoy the celebrations with your
family and friends.”

Former England and
Manchester United defender Rio
Ferdinand Tweeted that Hamilton
is “the greatest sportsman this
country has ever produced.”
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Test captain Tim Paine says
Australians have “polarising”

opinions on India skipper Virat
Kohli, one whom they love to hate
as rivals but at the same time enjoy
watching him bat as fans.

Australia and India are set to
lock horns in a four-Test series with
the opening Day-Night game in
Adelaide starting December 17.

“I get asked a lot of questions
about him, he’s just another player to
me it doesn’t really bother me.
There's not really a relationship
there with him to be fair, I see him
at the toss and play against him and
that's about it,” Paine told ABC
Sport.

“With Virat it is a funny one, we
love to hate him but we also love to
watch him bat as cricket fans. He cer-
tainly is polarising in that type of sce-
nario. We love watching him bat, but
we don't like seeing him score too

many runs.”
The last time the two sides met

tempers flared with both skippers
having a go at each other at every
given opportunity. The duo even had
to be separated by the on-field
umpires on a couple of occasions.

“Australia and India, it’s a heat-
ed competition and he’s obviously a
competitive person and so am I, so
yeah there were a few occasions
when we had words but that wasn’t
because he was the captain and I was
the captain, it could have been any-
one,” Paine said.

Comparing his on-field battle
with Kohli to the likes of Joe Root
and Ben Stokes, the wicketkeeper-
batsman said it always a heated affair
when the best players are out in the
middle.

“There is always a bit more ten-
sion when a player is as good as he
is, it’s the same when you play
against England, its Joe Root or a Ben
Stokes,” Paine said.
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