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In the absence of any break-
through in the standoff at the

Line of Actual Control (LAC)
in Ladakh despite several
rounds of talks, the Indian
Army is rapidly enhancing its
infrastructure, including pre-
fabricated heated huts to sus-
tain troops in winter months.
These upgraded huts have ade-
quate facilities like water and
hygiene facilities.

Not willing to take any
chances against the backdrop of
little progress in reducing ten-
sion, the Army over the last few
months was ramping up its
logistical supplies. This process
was undertaken to take care of
troops which will remain
deployed for the next few
months at the LAC in Ladakh.

While the Army has suffi-
cient stocks of winter clothing
and boots, it has now com-
pleted the ongoing efforts to
establish upgraded living facil-
ities for troops deployed in
Eastern Ladakh. This area
receives up to 40 feet of snow
after November every year and
where temperatures fall up to
minus 30-40 degrees.

The stand-off sites are
located at a height of more than
15,000 feet in most of the
places in Eastern Ladakh. Due
to paucity of oxygen at such
heights, the Army has taken
precautions to deploy only
acclimatised soldiers well
versed in surviving at such

heights. 
In fact, many additional

troops brought to Ladakh after
situation worsened in the wake
of a bloody brawl in the
Galwan valley in June are vet-
erans of the Siachen glacier.

Giving details of the facil-
ities now in place, officials on
Wednesday here termed them
as “excellent” and said the pro-
ject was undertaken to ensure
operational efficiency deployed
in winters in that sector.

They said the altitudes in
Ladakh range from High to
Super High Altitude. Coupled
with the wind chill factor, tem-

peratures dip down to minus
30-40 degrees. In addition,
road access also gets affected
for brief period of time.

Apart from the smart
camps with integrated facilities
which have been built over the
years, additional state of the art
habitat with integrated arrange-
ments for electricity, water,
heating facilities, health and
hygiene have been recently
created to accommodate the
troops.

Also, troops in front line
are accommodated in heated
tents as per tactical considera-
tions of their deployment. In

addition, adequate civil infra-
structure has also been identi-
fied to cater for any emergent
requirements.

Incidentally, the Chinese
have also improved their lodg-
ing facilities at the LAC as they
are also digging in for a long
winter deployment. In October,
personnel affiliated with state-
run Chinese media had circu-
lated visuals of the preparations
being made in the region by the
Chinese army ahead of winter.
This included the provision of
solar and wind-power facilities
and 24-hour hot water supply.

Continued on Page 2
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Delhi Chief Minister Arvind
Kejriwal has called an all-

party meeting on Thursday to
discuss the Covid-19 situation
in the national Capital, which
has been seeing a spurt in the
number of cases in the last cou-
ple of weeks with the city
recording 104 deaths in a day
on November 12, the highest in
five months, officials said on
Wednesday.

Also, the CM said, over 660
ICU beds will be added in var-
ious Delhi Government hospi-
tals in the next few days for
Covid management. Despite
such a huge surge in Covid-19
cases, doctors have managed
the situation well, Kejriwal
said.

Leaders of the Aam Aadmi
Party (AAP), BJP, Congress and
other parties have been invit-
ed for the meeting.

“The Chief Minister will
hold an all-party meeting to
discuss the Covid-19 situation
in Delhi. The meeting will be
held at 11 am on Thursday,” an
official said.

On Thursday, Kejriwal will
hold the all-party meeting to

discuss the Covid-19 situation
in the city, even as Opposition
parties said that they would
raise issues like “inadequate”
testing and press for proper
enforcement of precautionary
measures.

With medical facilities
under strain, as many as 45
doctors and 160 paramedics of
the paramilitary forces have
also arrived in the natonal
Capital to serve the people.

Delhi has been witnessing
a spurt in coronavirus cases
since October 28 when daily
cases breached the 5,000-mark
for the first time. Single-day

rise in cases crossed the 8,000-
mark on November 11.

On Tuesday, Delhi record-

ed 6,396 fresh Covid-19 cases,
taking the infection tally to over
4.95 lakh, while 99 more fatal-
ities pushed the death toll to
7,812. The city had recorded
104 deaths in a day on
November 12, the highest in
five months. 

Interacting with reporters
after visiting GTB Hospital in
East Delhi along with nation-
al Capital’s Health Minister
Satyendar Jain, the Kejriwal
said, “We had a meeting with
doctors at GTB Hospital and
they have agreed to add 238
ICU beds in the next two days.
In all, 663 ICU beds shall be
added in various Delhi hospi-
tals in the next few days.” 
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As demand for plasma from
recovered Covid-19

patients across the country
continues to soar, Indian
Council of Medical Research
(ICMR) on Wednesday cau-
tioned that indiscriminate use
of Convalescent Plasma
Therapy (CPT) for treating
virus infection should be avoid-
ed, suggesting it did not  reduce
mortality in Covid patients.  

The CPT is one of several
investigational therapies being
tried in India in response to the
coronavirus pandemic.
Maharashtra, Odisha and
Delhi, the three worst-affected
States in India, have not only
backed the therapy but have
also set up plasma banks as
well.

However, the country’s
apex medical research body did
not prohibit its complete use.
Instead, it issued Standard
Operating Procedure (SoP) on
plasma therapy and advised
States to desist from its indis-
criminate use.  

“ICMR conducted an
open-label phase II multicen-

tre randomised controlled trial
in India across 39 public and
private hospitals on use of
convalescent plasma in the
management of cases with
moderate Covid-19 disease
(PLACID Trial).

“It was concluded that,
CPT did not lead to reduction
in progression to severe
Covid19 or all cause mortality

in the group that received CPT
as compared to the group that
did not receive CPT,” said the
ICMR in its new advisory.

“PLACID is the world’s
largest pragmatic trial on CPT
conducted in 464 moderately ill
laboratory confirmed Covid-19
affected adults in real-world
setting wherein no benefit of
use of CPT could be estab-

lished,” it said.
The ICMR also mentioned

that similar studies conducted
in China and the Netherlands
have also documented no sig-
nificant benefit of CPT in
improving the clinical out-
comes of hospitalised Covid-19
patients, hence indiscriminate
use of CPT is not advisable.

Continued on Page 2
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Lakshmi Vilas Bank has
enough liquidity to pay

back its 20-lakh depositors
and will complete the pro-
posed merger with the
Singaporean lender DBS before
the deadline, the RBI-appoint-
ed administrator said on
Wednesday.

The RBI on Tuesday super-
seded the Lakshmi Vilas Bank
board and placed the 94-year-
old Chennai based lender
under a 30-day moratorium
ending December 16, after its
net worth turned negative and
a quarter of its advances
became dud loans and it failed
to get capital despite many
attempts.

The regulator also appoint-
ed the former non-executive
chairman of Canara Bank TN
Manoharan as the administra-
tor of the crippled private sec-
tor lender for the 30-day mora-
torium period.

LVB is the third bank to be
placed under moratorium since
September last year.

Continued on Page 2
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Social media giant Twitter has
apologised to a parliamen-

tary committee for wrong geo-
tagging of India’s map and
showing Ladakh as part of
China. Twitter has promised to
correct the error by the month-
end.

The committee’s chairper-
son Meenakshi Lekhi said on
Wednesday that the Twitter’s
submitted an affidavit signed
by Damien Karien, Chief
Privacy Officer of Twitter Inc.

The Joint Committee of
Parliament on Data Protection
Bill had slammed Twitter for
showing Ladakh as part of
China, saying it amounted to
treason and had sought an
explanation by the US-based
parent of the social media plat-
form in form of an affidavit.

In its affidavit submitted
before the parliamentary panel,
Twitter has reportedly said the
issue was “caused due to a soft-
ware error combined with
imperfect data resulting in an
incorrect geo-tag”.

Continue on Page 2
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Delhi’s air quality is unlike-
ly to see any significant

change in the next three to four
days, said weather experts and
Government agencies on
Wednesday. 

Although Delhi’s air qual-
ity deteriorated marginally and
was recorded in the “poor” cat-
egory on Wednesday as a
change in the wind direction
increased the share of stubble
burning in the city’s pollution
slightly, the AQI is again going
to improve to the “moderate”
category by Friday owing to
favourable wind speed, said VK
Soni, the head of the India
Meteorological Department’s
environment research centre.

The IMD said the mini-
mum temperature in Delhi is

predicted to drop to 9 degrees
Celsius by Saturday, as cold
winds have started blowing
from hilly regions, which have
witnessed a fresh bout of snow-
fall. On Wednesday morning,
it was 10.6 degrees Celsius, two
notches below normal.

The city’s air quality index
(AQI) was recorded in the
“moderate” category in the
morning on Wednesday.
However, pollution levels
increased by a bit as the day
progressed. The 24-hour aver-
age AQI stood at 211. It was
171 on Tuesday.

An AQI between zero and
50 is considered “good”, 51 and
100 “satisfactory”, 101 and 200
“moderate”, 201 and 300 “poor”,
301 and 400 “very poor”, and
401 and 500 “severe”.

Continued on Page 2
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Bihar’s main Opposition RJD
and its allies on Wednesday

attacked Chief Minister Nitish
Kumar for appointing JD(U)’s
Mewalal Choudhary as the
Education Minister even
though he faces corruption
charges and was suspended
from the party over the issue,
and demanded he be sacked.

RJD leader Tejashwi Yadav
said Choudhary, a former vice
chancellor of an agriculture
university and a first-time
Minister, faces serious charges
under the IPC including cheat-
ing (section 420), and criminal
conspiracy (120B).

“Has Chief Minister Nitish
Kumar awarded Mewalal
Choudhary for corruption and
given him the freedom to
loot?” he asked in a tweet.

Continued on Page 2
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Stolen over 20 years ago,
three-feet-tall bronze idols

of Lord Ram, Lakshman and
goddess Sita of Vijayanagara
period are now back from the
United Kingdom to their home
in Tamil Nadu.

Union Minister of Culture
and Tourism Prahlad Patel on
Tuesday virtually handed over
the artifacts to the Tamil Nadu
Government at the headquar-
ters of the Archeological Survey
of India (ASI) here. The statues
were stolen from the Vishnu
Temple at Nagapatinnam in
1978. They were restored to the
Indian Government after a
collector voluntarily offered to
hand it back on discovering
their true history.

The unnamed collector,
who had acquired the statues in
good faith, was informed about
their dubious provenance by
the London Met Police. On
September 15, London
Metropolitan Police handed
over the statues to the High

Commission of India, London
after they were recovered.

Patel praised the positive
role played by the ASI, espe-
cially over the last six years, in
getting back the masterpieces
of the country’s cultural her-
itage.

In August last year, the
High Commission of India,
London, was informed by India
Pride Project that four antique
idols of Lord Ram, Goddess
Sita, Lakshman and Hanuman,
were stolen from a temple built
in Vijayanagara period in Tamil

Nadu and smuggled out of
India, may be to the United
Kingdom.

Forty-three of the 56 arti-
facts that have been restored
after India’s Independence were
handed during the NDA
Government, as per the ASI.
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Gautam Buddh Nagar
health officials were on

Wednesday deployed at two
key Noida-Delhi borders
where they started random
Covid-19 testing of people
coming from the national
Capital.

The random testing of
inward coming people was
announced by District
Magistrate Suhas L Y on
Tuesday after a meeting with
senior administration and
health officials amid a spike in
Covid-19 cases in Delhi.

Gautam Buddh Nagar
Chief Medical Officer Deepak
Ohri said teams of health offi-
cials are present at the borders
at Delhi-Noida-Direct (DND)
flyway and at Chilla — the two
key entry points to Noida
from the national Capital.

“We are conducting rapid
antigen-based tests on people
randomly so that traffic move-
ment is not impacted. This is
being done to check virus car-

riers and ensure that infection
is contained in Gautam Buddh
Nagar,” Ohri, who was himself
present at DND, told reporters.   

Several health officials
wearing personal protection
equipment (PPE) are at the
border locations along with
policemen where they have set
up desks for the rapid antigen-
based test, which gives results
in 15 minutes. Further action
is taken based on the test
result.

“If anyone is found posi-
tive, they are sent back to
Delhi. Only those testing neg-
ative are allowed to enter
Noida,” Ohri said, adding all
facilities for test and logistics
are available at the borders.     

He said a similar campaign
will be carried out on
Wednesday at Ashok Nagar,
adjoining Delhi, and at
Botanical Garden Metro
Station, in Noida on Thursday.

Suhas had on Tuesday said
only a few randomly selected
commuters shall be tested.

Continued on Page 2
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New Delhi: The AAP Government told the Delhi High Court
on Wednesday that wearing masks while driving was made com-
pulsory in April and the order remains in force till date. The
submission was made on an affidavit filed before Justice Navin
Chawla in response to a lawyer’s plea challenging the �500 chal-
lan issued to him for not wearing a mask while he was driving
alone in his private car.
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After the downward Covid-
19 trend witnessed for the

past five days, the Coronavirus
deaths shot up to 100 on
Wednesday, while 5,011 people
tested positive for the pan-
demic in various parts of
Maharashtra.

A day after the Covid-19
deaths plunged to 68 deaths
and infections dropped to 2840,
there was once again a spurt in
the deaths and infections in the
state.

With 100 fresh deaths
reported on Wednesday, the
total Covid-19 toll in
Maharashtra mounted from

46,102 to 46,202.
Similarly, with  5011 fresh

infections, the total infections
in the state jumped from
17,52,509 to 17,57,520.

As 6,608 more people were
discharged from various hos-
pitals the number of people dis-
charged from the hospitals
after full recovery since the sec-
ond week of March this year
went up to 16,30,111 The
recovery rate in the state rose
marginally from  92.64 per cent
to 92.75 per cent.

Of the 100 deaths report-
ed, Pune  accounted for a
maximum of 19 deaths, fol-
lowed by 16 deaths in Mumbai,
8 each in Solapur and Nagpur,

7 in Nashik, 6 in Bhandara, 5
each in Thane and
Chandrapur, 4 in Satara, 3

each in Raigad, Jalgaon, Beed
and Yavatmal, 2 in Palghar and
one death each in Nandurbar,

Kolhapur, Sangli, Latur,
Osmanabad, Nanded and
Buldhana. In addition, one
person from outside the state
died in Maharashtra. 

With 16 fresh deaths, the
Covid-19 in Mumbai climbed
from 10,599 to 10,615, while
the infected cases rose by 871
to trigger a jump in the total
infections from 270,660 to
271,531.  Meanwhile, the num-
ber of “active cases” total cases
rose from 81,925 to 80,221. The
fatality rate in the state stood at
2.63 per cent.

Pune district, which con-
tinued to be the worst-affected
city-district in Maharashtra,
saw the total number of cases

increase from 3,42,547 to
3,43,213, while the total num-
ber of deaths in Pune increased
from 7176 to 7195.

Thane district remained
in the third spot --after Pune
and Mumbai – after the total
number of infections rose from
2,31,813 to 2,32,411, while the
pandemic toll climbed from
5401 to 5406.

Currently, 7,50,992 peo-
ple are in home quarantine
while 5354 people are in insti-
tutional quarantine.

In a related development,
out of 99,00,878 samples sent
to laboratories, 17,57,520 have
tested positive (17.75 cent) for
COVID-19 until Wednesday. 
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Aday after the World Health
Organisation (WHO)

appreciated the Uttar Pradesh
Government for the action
taken by it to control Covid-19,
Chief Minister Yogi Adityanath
gave its credit to the people of
the State and Prime Minister
Narendra Modi for giving guid-
ance.

Presiding over a high-level
Unlock review meeting at his
official residence here on
Wednesday, the CM said that
many countries and some
States of India were now wit-
nessing the second wave of
COVID-19 and keeping this is
view, a high level of alertness
should be maintained and
availability of ICU beds should
also be reviewed.

Directing officials to
strengthen the COVID-19
treatment system, the CM said
that contact tracing and sur-
veillance should be continued
as before along with an exten-
sive contact tracing of people
coming from other states.

The CM said that as long
as there was no effective med-
icine or vaccine for novel coro-
navirus infection, vigilance was
the only protection. 

Appealing to the people to
celebrate Chhath inside their
homes, the CM said that they
could perform all the rituals of
the festival inside their house
by filling water in tubs and
large vessels.

The CM also said that the
coordinated efforts of Team-11
had given better results and the
pace of its work should be con-

tinued in the same manner.
Directing the Integrated

Command Control Centre
(ICCC) to keep operating at full
capacity, the CM said that the
role of the ICCC was very
important in preventing the
spread of COVID-19. 

He also asked the officials
to conduct Covid testing on a
random basis.

Directing officials to imple-
ment an effective system at
paddy purchase centres so that
the farmers did not have to wait
to sell their produce, the CM
said that arrangement should
be made to issue slips to them.
He also said that the farmers
should get their payments with-
in 72 hours.

The CM also directed offi-
cials to assess the damages to
crops of the farmers due to
excessive rains and make
arrangements for giving com-
pensation to the affected farm-
ers immediately. 

He also ordered a district-
wise review of the implemen-
tation of the recommenda-
tions of the Uttar Pradesh
Labour (Employment
Exchange and Job)
Commission.

New Delhi: A 67-year-old man
died after the bathroom wall of
his neighbour’s house in South
Delhis Vasant Kunj area col-
lapsed in the lawn of the
deceased. His son also sus-
tained severe injuries and has
been admitted to the hospital.
The owner of the neighbours
house, an ex-serviceman, has
been arrested.

"The incident happned on
Monday when the bathroom
wall of the 4th floor collapsed
and the debris fell on the lawn
of the adjacent house. Two per-
sons who were present in the
lawn sustained injuries and
both were taken by their rela-
tives to the Indian Spinal Injury
Centre where one of them suc-
cumbed to his injuries," said
DCP South West, Devender
Arya.

The deceased has been
identified as Partap Singh
Tanwar, who along with his
son, Sidharth, ran an engi-
neering instrument company.

"The owner of the building,
Pankaj Singh, is an ex-service-
man presently working with a
private company in Gurugram.
He has been arrested in this
case," the officer added.

IANS
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Chandigarh: The Chandigarh
administration on Wednesday
advised the residents of the UT
to avoid travelling to the
national capital and the
National Capital Region (NCR)
to prevent themselves from
getting infected with coron-
avirus.

Keeping in view the rising
Covid-19 cases in the city and
its adjoining states, a strategy to
contain the apread has been
implemented by the adminis-
tration by increasing testing,
stepping up contact tracing
and isolating positive cases, an
official statement said.

For people coming back
from Delhi, the administration
has set up free voluntary test-
ing facility in various hospitals

and dispensaries.
Those travelling by bus

will avail the free Covid testing
facility at the inter-state bus ter-
minus in Sector 17.

The number of Covid-19
cases has seen a steep spike in
the national capital and its
adjoining areas in the recent
days.
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New Delhi: Intensifying their
vigil in markets and public
places, the Delhi Police issued
1,712 'challans' on Wednesday
for violation mask rules, taking
the total figure on this count till
date to 492,380.

Fines for violating mask
rules tops the number of chal-
lans issued on various other
violations like spitting or social
distancing violation.

The total number of chal-
lans issued for spitting has
been 3,326 and a total of 36,855
challans were issued to those
found violating social distanc-
ing norms till date, according
to the Delhi Police data.

A total of 532,573 challans
have been issued for various
violations of Covid guidelines.

The Delhi Police is also
recording the violation to elim-
inate any dispute or claim by
the offender later. Major eem-
phasis is being kept on busy
markets, like Sadar Bazar,
Lajpat Nagar, Sarojini Nagar
and many others, which attract
heavy footfall.

November is turning out to
be the most challenging month
for the national capital in man-
aging the Covid-19 pandemic.
As the city added a humongous
amount of cases and deaths
amid the festive season, an
alarming 20 per cent of cases
and 16 per cent of deaths have
occurred in only 17 days of this
month so far.

As per official records,
103,228 cases and 1,250 deaths

due to corona have been
reported between November 1-
16 while 4,147 patients recov-
ered during the same period.
Last seven days alone saw
44,210 cases and 823 fatalities.
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From Page 1
“In the last few weeks, we

have worked towards resolving
the geo-tag issue in a manner
wherein Leh as well as other
cities in the Union Territory of
Ladakh will now accurately
show with their respective city
name, State and country.

“In addition to this, we are
also reviewing the geo-tag for
various other cities in Jammu
& Kashmir. This work is
already in progress and we are
targeting November 30, 2020 to
complete this exercise,” it
added. Appearing before the
panel, chaired by Lekhi, repre-
sentatives of Twitter India had
“begged apology”, but they
were told by the members that
it was a criminal offence that
questioned the sovereignty of
the country and an affidavit

must be submitted by Twitter
Inc, not by its ‘marketing arm’
Twitter India.

“Twitter has now given us
a written apology on an affi-
davit for Ladakh being shown
in China,” Lekhi said.

“They have apologised for
hurting Indian sentiments and
have sworn to correct the error
by November 30, 2020,” she
added. Twitter had come under
heavy criticism and faced a
backlash from social media
users after its geotagging fea-
ture displayed “Jammu &
Kashmir, the People’s Republic
of China” in a live broadcast
from Leh’s Hall of Fame, a war
memorial for fallen soldiers in
the Union Territory of Ladakh. 

The Indian Government
on October 22 had warned
Twitter about its location set-

ting that showed Leh in China,
saying any disrespect towards
the country’s sovereignty and
integrity is totally unacceptable.

From Page 1
“It is speculated that conva-

lescent plasma having low con-
centration of specific antibody
against SARS-CoV-2 may be less
beneficial for treating Covid-19
patients as compared to plasma
with high concentration of such
antibodies,” said the guidance
note.

“This ICMR advisory, there-
fore, embraces the principle that
a potential donor for convales-
cent plasma should have suffi-
cient concentration of antibody
working against Covid19,” it
added.

The ICMR’s advisory noted
that a potential donor of CPT
can be a male and female--who
have never been pregnant can
only donate plasma, it said. The
donor should be in the age
group of 18-65 years who after
14 days of symptom resolution
- testing negative for Covid-19 is
not necessary, can donate plas-
ma. For the potential recipient,
the ICMR said that donor can be
in the early stage of Covid-19 and
the therapy should be adminis-
tered between 3-7 days from
onset of symptoms, but not later
than 10 days. There should be no
IgG antibody against Covid-19
by appropriate test and informed
consent has to be taken.

It also highlights that pres-
ence of antibodies against Covid-
19 in a potential recipient makes
transfusing convalescent plasma
a futile intervention. “CPT, there-
fore, should only be used, as
advised by ICMR NTF, for man-
agement of Covid-19 when spe-
cific criteria are fulfilled,” it said.

The advisory came after
Union Home Minister Amit
Shah held a meeting to assess
the Covid situation in Delhi
wherein it was discussed to
issue SoP for plasma therapy
and plasma administration for
treatment of Covid-19 patients
immediately.

From Page 1
Choudhary, 67, was sus-

pended from the Nitish
Kumar-led JD(U) in 2017 after
an FIR was registered against
him over alleged irregularities
in appointments during his
tenure as the Vice Chancellor
of the Bihar Agriculture
University, Sabour in
Bhagalpur district.

The FIR was registered
against him in February that
year on the basis of a report by

the then VC over some anom-
alies in the appointment of
Assistant Professors and junior
scientists.

The BJP which was in the
opposition during the grand
alliance Ministry then had
strongly raised the issue against
Choudhary. Chaudhary had
left the job to contest the 2015
Bihar polls on a JD(U) ticket
and was elected from Tarapur
Assembly seat in Munger dis-
trict. He retained his seat in the
just-concluded State polls and
has been made the Education

Minister.
The probe has brought to

light alleged irregularities in the
appointment of 161 Assistant
Professors and Junior Scientists
in 2012. Tejashwi also took a
swipe at the new NDA gov-
ernment for not appointing any
Muslim in the cabinet.

They have made an
accused, absconding in sev-
eral cases of corruption, the
Education Minister. But there
is no minister from the
minority community,
Tejashwi said.

From Page 1
According to the Ministry

of Earth Sciences’ air quality
monitor, SAFAR, stubble burn-
ing accounted for eight per cent
of Delhi’s PM2.5 pollution on
Wednesday. It was three per
cent on Tuesday.

Around 800 fire points
were observed in Punjab,
Haryana and western Pakistan.
However, their impact on
Delhi-NCR’s air quality will not
be significant, Soni said.

The Central government’s
Air Quality Early Warning
System for Delhi also said
Delhi-NCR’s air quality is like-
ly to remain in the “moderate”
and the lower-end of the “poor”
category on Thursday and
Friday.

On Wednesday, the promi-
nent surface wind direction
was northwesterly and the
maximum wind speed 10
kmph, it said. 

The minimum and maxi-

mum temperatures settled at
10.6 degrees Celsius and 25.4
degrees Celsius respectively.

Delhi’s ventilation index
— a product of mixing depth
and average wind speed — was
around 5,000 square metre per
second on Wednesday and is
likely to be 7,500 square metre
per second on Thursday.

Mixing depth is the verti-
cal height in which pollutants
are suspended in the air. It
reduces on cold days with calm
wind speed.

A ventilation index lower
than 6,000 square metre per
second, with the average wind
speed less than 10 kmph, is
unfavourable for dispersal of
pollutants.

The minimum tempera-
ture this month, barring on
November 16, has  remained 2-
3 degrees below normal in the
absence of a cloud cover,
according to IMD officials. 

PTI 

From Page 1
First it was the cooperative

bank PMC in 2019 and then
private sector lender Yes Bank
this March. While Yes bank has
successfully been revived under
the guidance of State Bank, the
PMC resolution is still a far cry.

“We’re closely monitoring
the availability of cash in cur-
rency chests and also coordi-
nating with the regulator to
ensure that at no branch —

there will be any shortage of
currency even if a significant
number of depositors turn up
to withdraw the permissible
amount. “We have the full
backing of the regulator to
ensure that there is no cash
shortfall. Nobody needs to get
panicky about the safety of
their money,” Manoharan told
reporters in a concall that last-
ed over 90 minutes. 

Reacting to the develop-
ment the LVB counter tanked
20 per cent to Rs 12.40 on the

BSE against the benchmark
Sensex gaining 0.52 per cent to
close above the 44,000-mount
for the first time.

Manoharan said LVB has
Rs 20,070 crore in deposits as
of today, of which Rs 14,000
crore are term-deposits and Rs
6,070 crore savings and current
account deposits from 20-odd-
lakh depositors. Its loan book
stood at Rs 17,000 crore,
Manoharan said, adding while
deposits have come down to Rs
20,070 crore as of today from Rs

20,973 crore as of September-
end, advances have increased to
Rs 17,325 crore from Rs 16,622
crore as of September-end.

Manoharan also said that
since last evening when the
moratorium was clamped the
bank saw only Rs 10 crore
withdrawal through ATMs.

“There is no run on the
bank and the bank has enough
liquidity. No depositor need to
get worried about the safety of
the money,” he reiterated.

When asked what makes
him so confident of the merg-
er getting through as many
institutional investors have
already threatened to challenge
the RBI proposal to complete-
ly write off the value of all LVB
shares to zero upon merger and
an automatic delisting,
Manoharan said the RBI will
listen to every stakeholder
before coming out with the final
merger scheme on November
20 as the current one is only a
draft.

“The regulator will hear
everybody concerned before
issuing the final merger
scheme. Also, we will not
bypass any regulations. Every
regulation will be complied
to,” he added.

Retail investors own 45
per cent of the bank now but
according to the present
scheme, stand to lose every
penny of their investment.
With 4.99 per cent stake, the
single largest institutional
investor is Indiabulls Housing
Finance with which it tried to
merge in April 2019 but was
scuttled by the RBI in October
that year.

From Page 1
“This is being done in

order to assess the spread of
infection and would help in
issuing advisories to employers
and organisations, where a
large number of people work
and commute between Gautam
Buddh Nagar and adjacent
areas, so that the spread of
infection is contained to a
large extent,” he said.

Gautam Buddh Nagar has
recorded 20,566 cases of Covid-
19 including 73 deaths, with
1,236 active cases, according to
official data on Tuesday.

However, Delhi has record-
ed over one lakh new coron-
avirus cases and around 1,200
deaths between November 1
and November 16 while near-
ly 94,000 patients recovered
during the same period,
according to official data.

The national Capital has
witnessed a sudden spike in
Covid-19 cases since October
28 when the daily rise breached
the 5,000-mark for the first
time and it crossed the 8,000-
mark on November 11. 
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From Page 1
At present, more than one

lakh soldiers from both the
sides are positioned at the
1,700 km long LAC in Ladakh.
They are backed by tanks and
heavy artillery guns stationed
closer to the LAC.

The current stand-off is the
first time that soldiers will be
deployed in the forward areas
of the LAC through Ladakh’s
harsh winter.

Besides providing state of
the art facilities to the troops,
the armed forces have also
shored up energy supply by
ensuring that the fuel dumps at
strategic locations in the region
are well stocked.
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Ecogreen, a Chinese compa-
ny that collects door-to-

door waste in Gurugram since
2017, is now in big trouble as
the councillors of the
Municipal Corporation of
Gurugram (MCG) have
demanded the cancellation of
the waste management com-
pany contract during the house
meeting of the MCG which
took place at Community
Centre at Tyagiwada in
Badshahpur on Wednesday.

“The contract cancellation
demand raised by the coun-
cilors has been passed during
the house meet. Soon a meet-
ing will be held with the MCG
officials and the matter will also
be present before the state gov-
ernment, said Mayor, Madhu
Azad.

During the meeting the
councilors created a huge
ruckus over stern action against
the Chinese firm and said that
the company has not done any
work in three years and has not
yet set up a waste to energy
plant.

“The company had to set
up an energy plant within
three year and had demanded
Rs 700 crore for this in which
Rs 200 crore was paid by the
corporation but still the plant
was not in operation. The
councilors of Gurugram have
repeatedly voiced their con-
cerns over the operation of
Ecoagreen. We think they are
not doing their job properly.
Therefore, in the meeting we
have asked the MCG officials
to cancel their contract,”
Councilor RS Rathi said.

Apart from this, the
Councilors also opposed the
payment of Rs 2 crore every
month by the Corporation as
Faridabad's tipping (garbage)

fees.
The meeting of the House

started at 11 am and no agen-
da could be reached till 1 am,
due to two hours of ruckus. The
House was able to commence
proceedings only after the
House agreed to stop all pay-
ments of Eco Green Energy.

“Despite spending crores of
rupees, the city is not being
clean. The cleaning officer and
staff are responsible for this.
Several stretches are
encroached by the encroachers.
But action is being taken by the
MCG officials,” said Councilor
Ashwani Kumar.

In the meeting, the coun-
cilors raised the issue of not
installing street lights, breaking
the FD (fixed deposits) of the
corporation, spending more
than Rs 100 crore, transferring
land in the last House meeting
to benefit the builders and the
possession of hawkers in the
street vending zone. Councilors
also accused the corporation
officials of not considering
their issues.

“The waste to energy plant
had not been established yet.
Councilors asked to stop pay-
ing to the company and recov-
er the fine. So, we have decid-
ed that Ecogreen will not be
paid,” the Mayor said.

In August 2017, a
Memorandum of
Understanding (MoU) was
signed between the Directorate
of Urban Local Bodies (ULB),
Municipal Corporation of
Gurugram (MCG), and
Municipal Corporation of
Faridabad (MCF), Ecogreen
Energy Private Limited, in the
presence of Chief 
Minister Manohar Lal Khattar
for the collection of waste in
both districts as well as the
operation of the waste-to-ener-
gy (WTE) plant in the
Bandhwari landfill.
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Lieutenant-Governor (L-G)
Anil Baijal on Wednesday

approved the proposal to allow
only 50 people to attend wedding
functions in the national capital.

The decision came a day
after the Delhi Government sent
a proposal on Tuesday to the
Lieutenant-Governor (L-G), the
Government seeking to permit
only 50 people to attend wedding
functions now against the earli-
er limit of 200 people.

The Delhi Disaster
Management Authority
(DDMA) also issued a statement
saying that in closed and open
spaces, a maximum of 50 per
cent of the hall capacity will be
allowed with a ceiling of 50 per-
sons. Wearing of face masks,
maintaining social distanced
provision for thermal scanning

and use of hand wash or sanitizer
will continue to be mandatory,
it said.

“All protocols as stipulated in
‘Standard Operating Procedure’
as appended to the DDMA
order earlier shall continue to
apply in all marriage related gath-
erings in NCT of Delhi,” it
added. All District Magistrates of
Delhi, their counterpart Deputy
Commissioners of Police and all
authorities concerned shall
ensure strict compliance of this
order and shall adequately
inform and sensitize the field
functionaries about these
instructions for strict compli-
ance, it added.

Delhi has witnessed a spurt
in novel coronavirus cases since
October 28 when the daily rise
breached the 5,000-mark for
the first time and it crossed the
8,000-mark on November 11.
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Transport Minister of Delhi
Kailash Gahlot on

Wednesday inaugurated the
operation of 20 Maruti Eeco
Vans which have been deput-
ed for enforcement purpose as
well as women safety.

“Women Safety especially
while travelling through pub-
lic transport is a major con-
cern these days. Delhi
Transport Corporation (DTC)
operates over 3762 buses on a
daily basis through which
lakhs of passengers, including
several women passengers,
commute. To address the con-
cern of Women Safety while
travelling in their buses, DTC
has deployed Bus Marshals of
which a significant number are
female marshals, which gives
confidence to women passen-
gers as well as their families,”
office of Gahlot said in a state-
ment. 

With the objective to fur-

ther strengthen its enforce-
ment mechanism as well as
women safety initiatives, DTC
is deploying special enforce-
ment teams who would be
conducting checks in the buses
plying on various routes at the
Terminals and Bus Queue
Shelters, it added.

These vans have been pro-
vided to DTC under
Corporate Social
Responsibility (CSR) initia-
tive by IGL.  CCTV, GPS and
panic buttons are already
being installed in DTC buses.
In case of emergency, when-
ever a panic button is operat-
ed, a signal would be sent to
Command and Control
Centre (CCC) which will be
further conveyed to traffic
police, ambulance and fire
services etc. ‘Depot Control
Room’ (DCR) will immedi-
ately depute the nearest Eeco
van to the spot through
Regional Control Room it
said. 
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The Economic Offences
Wing (EOW) of Delhi

Police has arrested a man for
allegedly taking three home
loans worth Rs 6.70 crores by
forging the documents of a
house that he had taken on rent
in one of the post localities in
east Delhi.

Police said that the accused
identified as Sachin Sharma
was arrested on Tuesday and
produced before the court.

According to Dr O P
Mishra, the Joint
Commissioner of Police, EOW,
the matter came to notice after
owner of the property
approached police and regis-
tered their complaint against
the accused.

“In her complaint, the
woman alleged that in 2014,
she had given her property at
Surajmal Vihar to Rahul
Sharma, Sachin Sharma and
Mange Ram Sharma on rent

and on its expiry in 2016, both
Rahul and Sachin Sharma
entered into a lease deed with
her and continued to reside as
tenants at her property,” said
the Joint CP.

“In July 2016, the com-
plainant's husband received a
call from officials of a finance
firm informing them that
Rahul Sharma had taken a
loan worth Rs. 2.25 Crore
against the security of her
property and that he is untrace-
able,” said the Joint CP.

“She also discovered later
that besides the mentioned
loan, Rahul, Sachin and Mange
Ram Sharma in connivance
with others had also obtained
a loan of Rs. 2.19 Crores and Rs
2.25 Crores from a bank and
another from finance compa-
ny respectively against her
same property in March-April
2015,” said the Joint CP.

“Based on her complaint, a
case was registered and during
investigation, it surfaced that

accused Sachin in  conspiracy
with his father Mange Ram
Sharma and other accused per-
sons had prepared three paral-
lel forged chain of title docu-
ments of the said property at
Surajmal Vihar,” he said.

“The accused persons also
prepared fake Death Certificate
in the name of one Rita Babbar
to take one of the home loans.
Both Mange Ram Sharma and
Rahul Sharma took home
loans from a bank as well as
from two finance company.
While Mange Ram passed
away in 2015, the home loan
taken from one of the  finance
Company was disbursed,” the
Joint CP said.

“During investigation, the
analysis of bank accounts of
Mange Ram Sharma revealed
that accused Sachin was  oper-
ating the accounts of Mange
Ram Sharma who died in 2015.
Sachin had withdrawn the loan
money from the bank accounts
of deceased,” he said,
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The Delhi Government will
set up a high-tech business

park at Rani Khera on 150-acre
land, which will be just 15 min-
utes drive away from the IGI air-
port. This first-of-its-kind busi-
ness park will have various IT
services, large size workspaces on
every floor, generous landscape,
pedestrian plazas, adequate park-
ing facility and high-tech indus-
try services among others.

Delhi Chief Minister
Arvind Kejriwal on Wednesday

chaired a meeting of the Delhi
State Industrial and
Infrastructure Development
Corporation Ltd (DSIIDC) and
directed to complete the first
phase of this work within the
stipulated timeline.

The Government is also
working to install modern tech-
nology to treat the industrial
waste coming out from the
treatment plants. Kejriwal direct-
ed the officials to conclude all the
works in a time-bound manner.

The officials of the DSIIDC
presented the detailed plan for

the construction of the business
park. Cabinet Minister of
Industries Satyendar Jain and
other senior officials were also
present in the meeting.

The Delhi government will
develop this first-of-its-kind
business park in seven different
phases. The first phase of the
work will be completed by 31
August 2022. In the first phase,
a multistoried building of 15
lakh square feet would be built.

In the meeting, DSIIDC
also presented a detailed report
on the various ongoing devel-
opment projects. In this meet-
ing, the CM directed the offi-
cials to ensure that industrial
waste coming out from the
common effluent treatment
plants should be treated with
modern technology.
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Delhi Chief Minister Arvind
Kejriwal on Wednesday

visited the GTB hospital of the
Delhi Government to review
the preparedness and facilities
in the wake of rising corona
cases in Delhi.

The Chief Minister said in
a review meeting held with the
doctors and the hospital
administration, the doctors
have agreed to increase the
strength of the ICU beds by
232, which means that the

total number of ICU beds in
GTB hospital will become 400.

“Around 663 beds will be
increased in other Delhi gov-
ernment hospitals in the next
few days. Apart from this, with
the Centre ensuring 750 addi-
tional ICU beds, around 1400
beds will be increased across
hospitals in Delhi in the next
few days. Even with a huge
spike in cases today, the doctors
and nurses of Delhi are doing
a commendable job for the
treatment of corona patients,”
he said.

Briefing the media after the
visit, Kejriwal said, "The coro-
na cases have been rising in
Delhi for the past few days, but
overall, there is a sufficient
number of beds in the hospi-
tals in Delhi. If we leave some

big private hospitals, there are
an adequate number of beds
available in government and
private hospitals. However,
there is a dearth of ICU beds in
Delhi and we are making
efforts to increase ICU beds. I
have just convened a meeting
with the doctors and the
administration of the GTB
hospital, the doctors here have
agreed to increase 232 ICU
beds in the next two days.”

Health Minister Satyender
Jain has also convened a meet-
ing with other hospitals, and we

will increase around 663 ICU
beds in other Delhi govern-
ment hospitals in the next few
days. “The Central govern-
ment has assured us that the
DRDO will increase another
750 ICU beds in the Central
government hospitals, which
means that we will have 1400
additional ICU beds in the next
few days."

"Firstly, we have to take
steps to decrease the number of
Corona cases in Delhi, and sec-
ondly, we have to provide the
best treatment to the Corona

patients in Delhi. I agree that
Delhi has the maximum number
of Corona cases, but if we look
at big cities across the world such
as Italy, France, New York,
Sweden, etc, the videos that sur-
faced when there were a high
number of daily cases in these
cities showed people lying on the
roads and they were not able to
avail beds in the hospitals. At that
time, when New York reported
6300 cases in a single day, there
were around 550 deaths. Our
doctors have done a commend-
able job," he added. 
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The Delhi Government and
Centre for Effective

Governance of Indian States
(CEGIS) have signed a
Memorandum of
Understanding (MoU) on
Wednesday for carrying out a
detailed study of measures for
State revenue augmentation.

Delhi Deputy Chief
Minister Manish Sisodia said,
“It is an important step in the
Delhi Government’s resolve to
bring in tax reforms. We have
tied up with CEGIS who will
provide us with high-end analy-
sis to move forward. They will
provide us with comprehensive
data analysis related to GST,
vehicle tax, stamp duty, excise
duty, along with comparative
state analysis for benchmarking
to further improve our tax rev-
enue capacity.”

Sisodia said, “The people of
Delhi will benefit extensively as
based on the outcome of the
study, Delhi may see newer tax
reforms and enforcement mea-
sures in the near future.”

The MoU was signed
between CEGIS and the plan-
ning department, in the pres-
ence of Sisodia and Jasmine
Shah, Vice Chairperson,
Dialogue and Development
Commission.

At the meeting, Sisodia
said the Delhi Government has
given relief to businesses and
the citizens of Delhi by taking
significant tax reforms since the
beginning.

“The Delhi government
has faced challenges in increas-
ing its revenues. Therefore,
with the long-term MoU,
CEGIS will offer technical and
analytical support for data ana-
lytics, and implementation of
policies in priority areas of the
government to improve the
governance and public service
delivery in Delhi, he said.
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Chief Minister Arvind
Kejriwal on Wednesday

directed the Delhi Jal Board
(DJB) officials to reduce pol-
lution in the Yamuna by 90 per
cent by March 2023.

The direction came in a
meeting chaired by the chief
minister Arvind Kejriwal with
the officials of the DJB on swift
implementation of a concrete
plan to clean the River and
reduce pollution.

In the meeting, the DJB offi-
cials presented a detailed action
plan on the reuse of around 400
MGD, against the existing
capacity of 90 MGD of water.
Various steps will be taken to
improve the quality of the exist-
ing ‘Sewage Treatment Plant’
(STPs) including upgrading all
the equipment in the STPs.

Water Minister Satyendar
Jain, CEO DJB Nikhil Kumar,
and senior officials of the DJB
were present in the meeting.

“The DJB gave a detailed
presentation on four major
interventions devised for the
cleaning up of river Yamuna.
First, the Delhi government

will set up a modern technol-
ogy to treat around 150 MGD
of polluted water coming from
the states of Haryana and Uttar
Pradesh by natural wetlands
and aeration method. Second,
the wastewater in the small or
big drains will be tapped into
STPs. Third, steps will be taken
to improve the quality of the
existing STPs including
upgrading all the equipment
and use innovative processes.
Fourth, all the sludge and the
septage from the septic tanks
across Delhi, will be collected
by the DJB and reused in the

bio-gas plants to generate elec-
tricity and gas,” the government
said in a statement.

There are five major out-
falls carrying wastewater into
the Yamuna, including
Najafgarh drain, Shahdara
drain, Barapullah drain, Delhi
Gate drain, Mori Gate drain.
The Najafgarh and Shahdara
drain apart from Delhi waste-
water also receives polluted
water from Haryana and Uttar
Pradesh. The STPs and the
drains will be treated as per the
Yamuna cleaning plan of the
Delhi government to prevent

polluted water to flow into the
Yamuna, it said.

The DJB also presented an
action plan to reduce 90 per
cent of pollution in the river
Yamuna by March 2023 and all
the steps will have different
milestones to be completed by
March 2021, 2022, and 2023.

“The STPs treat around
525 MGD of water before it
flows into drains, out of which
only 90 MGD is reused for dif-
ferent purposes. An action
plan to reuse 436 MGD of
water against the earlier reuse
of 90 MGD has already been
presented by the DJB before the
CM. This 436 MGD water will
be reused in water bodies,
lakes, irrigation, gardening,
forests, groundwater recharge,
etc,” it added.
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Delhi Police Commissioner,
SN Shrivastava, has grant-

ed “Out-of-Turn Promotion”
(OTP) to Women Head
Constable Seema Dhaka post-
ed at SamayPur Badli police
station in Outer North District
of national Capital.

Police said Dhaka has
traced as many as 76 missing
children and 56 of them are
below the age of 14 years. “She
is the first police personnel of
the Delhi Police, who has been

given OTP for tracing missing
children under the incentive
scheme. These missing chil-
dren have been traced not only
from Delhi, but from other
states as far as Punjab and West
Bengal,” said police.

According to Dr Eish
Singhal, the Public Relation
Officer (PRO), Delhi Police, in
order to motivate the police
personnel to trace or recover
the children, who have gone
missing from their home, the
CP has issued an incentive
scheme on 5th August’ 2020

which stated that “...any
Constable/Head Constable
who recovers 50 or more miss-
ing children below the age of 14
years (15 children out of them
of the age group less than 08
years) within a period of 12 cal-
endar months will be consid-
ered for the grant of out of turn
promotion”.

“Further, those who trace
more than 15 children in the
same period shall be given
‘Asadharan Karya Puraskar’.
This order has brought a sea
change in tracing or recovery

of missing children and more
and more children have been
traced since August,” said Dr
Singhal.

“The police have unequiv-
ocally lauded that 1440 chil-
dren have been traced since
August, while the number of
missing children 1222 which is
far less than recovery. This is
possible due to renewed
emphasis on tracing missing
children by announcing the
incentive scheme,” said Dr
Singhal.

“By recovering the chil-

dren, the police have not only
brought back joy in the
aggrieved families, but also
prevented a young impres-
sionable mind to be misused
or exploited for undesirable
activit ies .  These 76 
children were reported miss-
ing from various police sta-
tions of Delhi and Seema
Dhaka had put sincere and
painstaking efforts and traced
them within a span of two
and half months from Delhi
and other States, said Dr
Singhal.
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Delhi Lieutenant-Governor
Anil Baijal on Wednesday

issued directions to the offi-
cials of the Delhi
Development Authority
(DDA) for the removal of
debris from the Yamuna
floodplains on "top priority"
and establishing a CCTV
camera-based surveillance
mechanism for its protection.

Baijal, who is also the
chairman of the DDA, gave the
directions while chairing a
meeting of the DDA to review
the progress of work for
restoration and rejuvenation of
the Yamuna riverfront.

The f loodplains of
Yamuna are a fragile ecologi-
cal zone and the DDA takes
action from time to time to
remove encroachments, if any,
in the area.

"Chaired meeting with
@official_dda to review
progress of Restoration and
Rejuvenation of Yamuna River
Front. Emphasised upon time
bound completion of land-
scaping, greening and planta-
tion in the area to restore wet-
lands & riverine ecosystem,"
Baijal said in a tweet.

"Directed removal of
malba on top priority, CCTV
camera based surveillance for
protection of floodplains," he
said.
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Senior Aam Aadmi Party
(AAP) leader and MLA

Atishi on Wednesday said that
she has written a letter to the
chairperson of the ‘Air Quality
Commission’(AQC), show-
casing how stubble burning in
Punjab and Haryana relates to
the increase and decrease in
pollution in Delhi.

The instances of stubble
burning in Punjab and
Haryana have come down to
around 100 from 2000-3000,

which has improved the air
quality in Delhi, she said,
adding that the AAP wants to
appeal to the Air Quality
Commission’(AQC) as well as
the Supreme Court to take a
Suo-moto cognizance of the
matter and file cases of crim-
inal negligence against the
CMs of Haryana and Punjab,
who have put entire North
India in a public health emer-
gency.

Addressing the media,
Atishi said, "In the last three
days, we have witnessed blue
skies because the incidents of

stubble burning went down to
2000-3000 to 90-100.  It is clear
that the toxic haze that the
Delhiites face is due to stubble
burning in Punjab and
Haryana. The question that
now arises is who is responsi-
ble for taking action on the
same."

The AAP leader said that
due to the criminal negli-
gence of Chief Ministers of
Punjab and Haryana, the peo-
ple of Delhi NCR have been
suffering for the last 1.5
months from pollution due to
stubble burning.
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Infighting within the
Congress intensified on

Wednesday with Lok Sabha
leader Adhir Ranjan
Chowdhury slamming party
colleague Kapil Sibal over his
Bihar poll debacle introspec-
tion remark, saying those
unhappy with the party’s func-
tioning are free to leave instead
of embarrassing it in public. He
lashed out at Sibal for “giving
sermons from AC rooms” and
said disgruntled members may
join other parties or float their
own outfits.

But then even former
Finance Minister and senior
Congress leader P
Chidambaram went public say-
ing the party may have con-
tested more seats in Bihar than
it should have. “The Congress
was given 25 seats where the
BJP or its allies had been win-
ning for 20 years. The Congress
should have refused to contest
from these seats. 

The party should have
fielded only 45 candidates,” he
said against the backdrop of
Congress being billed as the
weakest link in the RJD-led
mahagathbandhan.

He, however, said: “I am
more worried about the by-poll

results in Gujarat, Madhya
Pradesh, Uttar Pradesh and
Karnataka. These results show
that the party either has no
organisational presence on the
ground or has been weakened
considerably.”

For his part, wondering
why Sibal was not seen cam-
paigning for the Congress
during the Bihar elections,
Choudhury said, “Speaking
without doing anything does-
n’t mean introspection.”

“Kapil Sibal could have
raised the issues inside a party
forum instead of making such
embarrassing remarks in pub-
lic. He is a senior leader and
has access to the party’’s top
brass.

“Those who are unhappy
with the functioning of the
party have the freedom to
form a new party or join one
if they feel that the Congress
is not the right place for them,”
Chowdhury, a member of the
Congress Working Committee
(CWC), told reporters here.

His comments came in
the backdrop of Sibal criticis-
ing the Congress leadership

for the party’’s abysmal per-
formance in the Bihar elec-
tions, where it bagged only 19
of the 70 seats it contested.

Sibal was part of a group
of 23 senior Congress leaders
who had written to party chief
Sonia Gandhi in August, giv-
ing suggestions on ways to
revive the grand old party.

“He seems to be very con-
cerned about the Congress
and its need for introspection.
Earlier also he had spoken
about it in public. But he was
not seen campaigning for the
party in the elections in Bihar
or other states that went to
polls last year.

“Instead of giving sermons
sitting in AC rooms, he should
work on the ground. Lecturing
others without doing anything
won’’t help. Only calling for
introspection without doing
anything on our own is of no
use,” Chowdhury said.

Senior Congress leader
from Bihar, Tariq Anwar, an
AICC general secretary, had
earlier called for introspection.

Besides Chowdhury, other
senior Congress leaders have
also lashed out at those calling
for introspection.  While
Rajasthan Chief Minister and
senior Congress leader Ashok
Gehlot had criticised Sibal,
saying his statements had hurt
the sentiments of party work-
ers across the country, senior
Congress leader Salman
Khurshid has termed such
colleagues “doubting
Thomases” and said they suf-
fer from periodic pangs of
anxiety.
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The National Investigation
Agency (NIA) on

Wednesday conducted search-
es at 43 locations in Bengaluru
city including four offices of
Social Democratic Party of
India, political wing of Popular
Front of India (PFI), relating to
rioting and violent attacks on
D J Halli and K G Halli Police
Stations in Bengaluru on
August 11 this year. The search-
es yielded incriminating mate-
rials including weapons.

The cases pertain to large
scale rioting by people armed
with lethal weapons causing
injuries to police personnel,
destruction of public and private
property including DJ Halli and
KG Halli police station buildings
and public and private vehicles.
The riot led to fear and panic in
the nearby areas and was intend-
ed to cause terror in the society.

“During the searches,
incriminating materials relating
to SDPI / PFI as well as certain
instruments for attacks like
sword, knife and iron rods
among others were seized. The
NIA said in a statement here.

Further investigation is
going on in both the cases, the
agency further said.

So far, 124 accused persons
have been arrested in DJ Halli
Police Station case and another
169 have been nabbed in con-
nection with KG Halli Police
Station case, it added.

The cases, FIR No.
195/2020, DJ Halli Police Station
dated August 12 and FIR No.
229/ 2020, Police Station KG
Halli of August 12 were re- reg-
istered as RC- 34/ 2020/
NIA/DLI and RC-35/ 2020/
NIA/ DLI respectively.
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With a 32 per cent one-day
jump in the number of

new coronavirus infections,
India recorded 38,617 fresh
Covid-19 cases in the last 24
hours, taking the case load over
89 lakh on Wednesday.

India also saw 474 Covid-
related deaths during the peri-
od, taking its overall fatalities
to 1,30,993. So far, the country
has recorded a total of 89.12
lakh Covid cases so far since
the January outbreak.

However, in a breather,
India’s daily Covid-19 recover-
ies have outpaced the new infec-
tions for over 1.5 months now,
while less than 50,000 fresh
coronavirus cases have been
reported for 11 straight days,
said the Union Health Ministry.

A total 44,739 COVID-19
patients recovered the previous
day as against 38,617 new cases,
it said.

This translates to a net
reduction of 6,122 in the active
Covid-19 caseload which now
stands at 4,46,805 and compris-
es merely 5.01 per cent of the
total cases as on date, it said.

“India has continued the

unbroken trend of the daily
new recoveries outpacing the
daily new additions for more
than 1.5 months. The country
also reported less than 50,000
new daily cases for the eleventh
continuous day,” the Ministry
said.

“Apart from the successful
dissemination of COVID appro-
priate behaviour among the
varied population groups, this
trend assumes wider signifi-
cance as many countries in
Europe and America continue to
see a surge in their Covid-19
positive numbers,” it said.

The total recoveries surged
to 83,35,109 on Wednesday,
pushing the national recovery
rate to 93.52 per cent.

According to the ministry,

10 States and Union Territories
(UT) contributed 74.98 per
cent of the new recoveries.
Kerala saw the highest number
of recoveries at 6,620.
Maharashtra registered 5,123
daily recoveries, while Delhi
reported 4,421 recoveries.

Ten states and UTs con-
tributed 76.15 per cent of the
38,617 new cases. Delhi
recorded 6,396 cases, Kerala
5,792 and West Bengal 3,654.
Of the 474 fatalities reported
the previous day, 78.9 per
cent were from 10 States and
UTs. 

With 99 deaths, Delhi
reported 20.89 per cent of the
new fatalities followed by
Maharashtra (68 deaths) and
West Bengal 52.
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The Supreme Court on
Wednesday issued notices on

a batch of petitions challenging
the election of External Affairs
Minister S Jaishankar to Rajya
Sabha from Gujarat. 

The pleas have also raised
the issue of Election
Commission’s power on issuance
of separate notifications for hold-
ing by-polls for casual and reg-
ular vacancies in Rajya Sabha.

One of the petitions against
Jaishankar has been filed by
Congress leader Gaurav Pandya. 

A bench comprising Chief
Justice S A Bobde and Justices A
S Bopanna and V
Ramasubramanian took note of
the submissions of senior advo-
cate Kapil Sibal that a date be
fixed for hearing these matters. 

“We will give you short date
and it will be listed on non mis-
cellaneous day ,” the bench said
in a hearing conducted via video
conferencing.

Senior advocate Harish
Salve, appearing for Jaishankar,
accepted the notice.

Earlier, the top court had
said that it would like to give an
authoritative pronouncement
on the issue of EC’s power on
issuance of separate notifications
for holding by-polls for regular
and casual elections to fill vacan-
cies in Rajya Sabha.

The pleas pertained to 2019
Rajya Sabha by-poll on two
seats from Gujarat and both seats
were won by BJP candidates. 

Earlier, the apex court had
said that there was no authori-
tative judgement of the Supreme
Court as to whether the election
to more than one vacancy
should be held separately or
jointly.
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The Supreme Court on
Wednesday allowed the

Uttar Pradesh Government to
fill up vacancies for 69,000
assistant basic teachers in the
State as per the results it
declared in May this year. 

A bench headed by Justice

U U Lalit dismissed a batch of
petitions including the one
filed by the ‘Uttar Pradesh
Prathmik Shiksha Mitra
Association’ challenging the
Allahabad High Court deci-
sion to uphold the cut off
marks for selection of assistant
basic teachers in the States. 

The association and sev-

eral other individual ‘Shiksha
Mitras’ had challenged the UP
government’s order of January
7, 2019 by which the qualify-
ing marks for the Assistant
Teacher Recruitment
Examination 2019 were fixed
at 65 and 60 for general and
reserved categories respec-
tively.
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AGoAir flight was diverted
and landed in Karachi

International airport on
November 17, due to a medical
emergency with a passenger on
board suffered cardiac arrest
and later died. The original
flight route was Riyadh-New
Delhi.

A 30-year-old male pas-
senger fainted and died of car-
diac arrest on board flight G8-
6658A. “The passenger was
administered all possible med-
ical help on board. He was
declared dead after landing at
Karachi, Pakistan,” an official
said. After the emergency, the
aircraft landed at Indira Gandhi
International Airport, New
Delhi early on November 18
and the body of the deceased
has been brought to the nation-
al capital. There were 179 pas-
sengers in the plane.

In a statement on
Wednesday, GoAir said the

plane was diverted to Karachi
airport due to a medical emer-
gency onboard as a passenger
reported unwell.

The airline’’s staff immedi-
ately attended to the passenger
and he was administered with
C a r d i o p u l m o n a r y
Resuscitation (CPR) and
Automated External
Defibrillator (AED) till landing
at Karachi airport, the release
said.

“Upon arrival, a dedicated
medical services team along
with doctors and the airline’’s
staff attended to the passenger,
however, it was observed that
the passenger had unfortu-
nately succumbed, in spite of
being administered with all
necessary medical assistance,”
the statement said.

GoAir also said that it ren-
dered all the requisite assistance
to the passengers onboard and
also provided the required
assistance to the family of the
deceased.
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The National Green Tribunal
Wednesday rapped the

Haryana Government for using
forest land to develop a police
training centre at Bhondsi in
Gurgaon.

A bench headed by NGT
Chairperson Justice Adarsh
Kumar Goel directed Chief
Secretary of Haryana to take
appropriate remedial action in

accordance with law within three
months, including meaningful
legal action against the erring
officers and ensuring that such
illegalities are not repeated.

“There is blatant violation of
law in using forest land for non-
forest purposes without requisite
prior clearance. No State gov-
erned by 

rule of law ought to shut its
eyes to such patent illegalities,”the
bench said.
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In an effort to spread aware-
ness about the Indian

Constitution, Defence Minister
Rajnath Singh on Wednesday
inaugurated a month-long
nationwide Constitution Day
Youth Club activities pro-
gramme, organised by the
National Cadet Corps(NCC)
through video conferencing.

The Minister exhorted the
youths of the country to under-
stand the spirit of the consti-
tution and work sincerely to
realize its ideals. He said our
Constitution was shaped after
years of intense discussions
and deliberations. The pream-
ble of our constitution begins
with “We” and it thus, depends
upon all of us how we take our
country and our system for-
ward.

He said we need to make

people aware of their rights as
enshrined in the constitution
but at the same time make
them aware of their duties also
as both rights and duties are
linked to each other.  Without
fulfilling duties one cannot
enjoy his or her rights, he
added.

Rajnath said through this
campaign, people should be
made aware that the
Constitution guides their lives
through its core values of dis-
cipline, unity in diversity,
freedom, equality, sovereign-
ty and social solidarity. This is
necessary to build a ‘New
India’, he added.

The month-long cam-
paign will be undertaken by
the youth organisations of
the country i.e. National
Cadet Corps(NCC), National
Service Scheme (NSS), Nehru
Yuva Kendra Sangathan
(NYKS), The Bharat Scouts
and Guides, Hindustan Scouts
and Guides Association and
Red Cross.

The objectives of the
campaign are to spread aware-
ness amongst the masses,
about the basic tenets and the
spirit  of  the Indian
Constitution, to include
awareness of fundamental
duties enshrined in the con-
stitution of India, Qualities of
responsible and productive
citizen, Importance of the
Constitution of India and to
spread the message of BR
Ambedkar on equality and
affirmative actions.
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Four Indian cities including
Bengaluru, Faridabad,

Indore and Hyderabad have
been selected to develop a
roadmap for adopting new
technology as part of the G20
Global Smart Cities Alliance.
These are among the 36 cities
across the world that have
pledged to adopt new tech-
nologies to help the govern-
ment in managing the COVID-
19 pandemic despite con-
strained resources. Apart from
Bengaluru, Faridabad, Indore
and Hyderabad, cities such as
London, Moscow, Toronto,
Brasilia, Belfast, Manila, San
Jose, Lisbon, Istanbul, Dubai
and Melbourne have also been
selected.

In a statement on Tuesday,

the World Economic Forum
(WEF) said COVID-19 is
accelerating adoption of new
technologies by cities as gov-
ernments struggle to manage
the growing pandemic with
constrained resources. The
statement said the WEF has
selected 36 cities from 22 coun-
tries and six continents to pio-

neer a new global
policy roadmap for
smart cities devel-
oped by the G20
Global Smart Cities
Alliance.

The policy is
designed to give
cities the proce-
dures, laws and reg-
ulations they need
to use new tech-
nology responsibly,
the statement said.

The G20 Global Smart
Cities alliance has recruited a
group of 36 “pioneer cities” that
will collaborate with global
experts to enhance their poli-
cies in areas such as privacy
protection and cybersecurity to
improve services for different-
ly-abled people and better
broadband coverage.
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In the midst of a controversy,
Bihar’s Education Minister

Mewa Lal Choudhary, the rich-
est Minister in the Nitish
Kumar Government Cabinet
with assets worth �12.31 crore,
has himself declared one crim-
inal case and four serious cases
against him.

Besides Choudhary, animal
husbandry and fisheries min-
ister Mukesh Sahni has
declared five criminal cases
and three cases of serious
nature under the IPC. BJP’s
Jibesh Kumar has also declared
five criminal cases and four
cases of serious nature under
the IPC. There are five others
who have self-declared crimi-
nal cases of varying nature
against them.

According to the
Association for Democratic
Reforms (ADR), six (43 per
cent) of the ministers have
declared serious criminal cases
against themselves, according
to the ADR. Serious criminal

cases are non-bailable offences
with over five years of impris-
onment. Eight or 57 per cent of
the ministers face criminal
cases, it said. The ADR said that
affidavits of two out of six min-
isters analysed from the JD(U),
four out of six ministers
analysed from the BJP, one
minister analysed from the
Hindustani Awam Morcha
(Secular) and one from the
Vikassheel Insaan Party show
criminal cases against them.

As many as 13 (93 per cent)
ministers are crorepatis with
their average assets pegged at
Rs 3.93 crores while six (43 per-
cent) of them have declared
serious criminal cases against
themselves. Ashok Choudhary,
is the minister with the lowest
declared total assets worth Rs
72.89 lakh, it said. As many as
13 (93 per cent) are crorepatis
with their average assets pegged
at Rs 3.93 crores, the report
said.

According to the report,
eight of the 14 newly sworn-in
ministers in Bihar have

declared criminal cases against
themselves. Four (29 per cent)
ministers have declared their
educational qualification to be
between 8th and 12th standard,
while 10 (71 per cent) minis-
ters have declared having an
educational qualification of
graduate or above, the poll
rights body said.

A total of six (43 per cent)
ministers have declared their
age to be between 41-50 years,
while eight (57 per cent) min-
isters have declared their age to
be between 51-75 years. Out of
14 ministers, two are women,
it added. A 14-member coun-
cil of ministers, headed by
Bihar Chief Minister Nitish
Kumar, was on Monday sworn
in by Governor Phagu
Chauhan.

The Bihar assembly elec-
tions for 243 sets took place on
October 28 (for 71 seats),
November 3 (for 94 seats) and
November 7 (for 78 seats).
The National Democratic
Alliance won the elections after
securing majority.
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India pulled out of the
Regional Comprehensive

Economic Partnership (RCEP)
last year as joining it would have
resulted in fairly negative con-
sequences for the country’s
economy, External Affairs
Minister S Jaishankar said on
Wednesday.

In an address at an online
discussion organised by the
Centre for European Policy
Studies, Jaishankar also force-
fully pressed for reform of the
United Nations, saying one or
two countries must not be
allowed to halt the process for
their “perpetual gain”.

On the proposed free trade
agreement between India and
the European Union, Jaishankar
said New Delhi was looking for
a “fair and balanced” pact.

Asked about the RCEP, the
external affairs minister said
India withdrew from it as a
number of key concerns flagged
by it were not addressed.

His comments came three
days after 15 Asia-Pacific
economies signed the RCEP
agreement creating the world’s
largest free trade area.

“Essentially, we saw that a
number of our key concerns
were not addressed. We had to
then take a call whether you
enter a trade agreement if your

major concerns are not
addressed or do you take a call
saying this is not in my inter-
est,” Jaishankar said during an
online discussion organised by
the Centre for European Policy
Studies.  

“We took a call that given
the way it is currently, it is not
in our interest to enter this
agreement because it would
have fairly immediate negative
consequences for our own
economy,” he said.

The RCEP deal sealed on
Sunday comprised 10 member
countries of the Association of
Southeast Asian Nations
(ASEAN) and five of the bloc’s
dialogue partners -- China,
Japan, South Korea, Australia
and New Zealand.

“Because you are negotiat-
ing does not mean you have to
suspend your ability to calculate
at the end of the negotiation. I
think we made those calcula-
tions. Very frankly, what we did
with regard to RCEP is not a
generic position vis-a-vis trade,”
said Jaishankar.

India was part of the RCEP
negotiations for nearly seven
years. The unresolved issues
included inadequate protec-
tion against import surge, lack
of credible assurances to India
on market access, non-tariff
barriers and possible circum-
vention of rules of origin by cer-

tain countries.
Referring to the long-pend-

ing India-EU free trade agree-
ment (FTA), Jaishankar said:
“We want a fair and balanced
FTA”, but added that what is fair
and balanced is a subject of
negotiation.

“I recognise that an FTA
with Europe is not an easy
negotiation, probably in the
world, it must be the most dif-
ficult negotiation. It is a very
high standard FTA,” he said.

The FTA talks have been
stalled since May 2013, when
both sides failed to bridge sub-
stantial gaps on crucial issues,
including data security status
for the IT sector. 

Launched in June 2007,
negotiations for the proposed
agreement have 

witnessed many hurdles as
both sides have major differ-
ences on crucial issues.
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Bulandshahr (Uttar Pradesh):
A 15-year-old Dalit girl, who
was allegedly set on fire in
Bulandshahr, has died in
Delhi's RML Hospital, the
police said on Wednesday. The
incident happened on Tuesday
and the girl succumbed in the
night.

The girl was earlier alleged-
ly raped by a local resident and
the family was being pressured
to withdraw her complaint.

The FIR filed by the fami-
ly says seven people entered
their home and set her ablaze
using petrol. In a video of the
victim in a hospital, she can be
heard purportedly saying,
“There was an ongoing case of
molestation by the same peo-
ple who came today.”

Bulandshahr Senior

Superintendent of Police
Santosh Kumar Singh said, “In
August, a girl was raped by a
man. He was arrested. The
accused is currently in jail. On
Tuesday, we received informa-
tion that the same girl has been
set on fire under suspicious cir-
cumstances. Till 11 p.m. on
Tuesday, it appeared she had
attempted suicide. But as per
the family's complaint, seven
people tried to immolate her.”

He said seven people have
been booked and three have
been arrested.

According to the victim's
family, those accused of setting
her on fire are relatives and
acquaintances of the accused,
who is in jail for allegedly rap-
ing the minor, under the
POCSO and SC/SC Act.

Meanwhile, the victim's
uncle said, “We were being
threatened to withdraw the
rape case and accept the deci-
sion in the Panchayat. On
Monday night, I received a call
from an unknown number.
They told the family to with-
draw the case or face conse-
quences. At 9.30 a.m. Tuesday,
when the girl's parents were not
at home, we were told that she
was set on fire.” IANS
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Alaw student of Aligarh law
college, resident of

Bulandshahr who was kid-
napped, gangraped and black-
mailed for a month commits sui-
cide, after getting no help from
the police department.

Police made the first move
three weeks after the FIR was
lodged and arrested one culprit,
suspended two policemen who
were involved in the investiga-
tion, a day after the girl died.

SSP Bulandshahr, Santosh
Singh said that the victim was a
resident of Bulandshahr and
was a student of Aligarh law col-
lege. She filed an complaint
against the accused on October
03. According to her, the main
accused was Mohd Qamruddin
, also a student of Aligarh law
college who used to harass and
threaten her.

He further said that in the

suicide note the girl mentioned
about the main accused apolo-
gising for his behaviour after the
complaint. She further wrote in
the note that Qamruddin asked
her to meet him outside her vil-
lage on october 16. She accused
Qamruddin , his uncle Mubeen
and friend Mohd Abrar for tak-
ing her away to a house in
Aligarh and gang raped by the
three. She lodged an FIR for
being gang raped on October 24.

She further mentioned in
her note that they threatened her
to made the gangrape video
viral.

Even after all this, the police
investigation did not reach to a
conclusion and could not prove
the allegations. The disappoint-
ed victim who did not get any
help hanged herself after going
through all this hardship. All this
happened because the police was
not taking any action on the
accused.

Aligarh: two more cows have
died in the Gaushala (destitute
gaushala shelter site) of the
Nagar Nigam located at
Baraula Bypass. The number
of dead cows has risen to 7 in
two days. The condition of a
bull is critical. The Nagar
Nigam administration is plan-
ning for the investigation soon
after the arrival of Nagar
Nigam Commissioner
Premaranjan Singh. 

5 cows died in the
Gaushala at Baraula Bypass.
Sick cows are being treated by
veterinarians after the trau-
matic event. Meanwhile, the
death of two sick cows one by
one has created tension in the
Nagar Nigam office. The con-
dition of a bull is critical.
Treatment of some other sick
cows is going on.  Many
municipal officials including
Assistant Municipal
Commissioner Raj Bahadur
Singh went to the Gaushala
and were busy fixing the
arrangements there. From
cleanliness to broken railings
are being repaired.  PNS
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Pilibhit (Uttar Pradesh): The
highly decomposed body of a
25-year-old rape accused was
found in Barahi forest range of
the Pilibhit Tiger Reserve
(PTR).

Pilibhit Superintendent of
Police (SP) Jai Prakash Yadav
said, “Police have been looking
for the accused for long. Even
his father Jagdish Kashyap had
no clue about his whereabouts.”

The accused, Anuj
Kashyap, had been booked on
September 6 for kidnapping
and rape of a 22-year-old
woman. Ram Sevak, SHO,
Madhotanda, said that the skull
was found detached from the
neck, indicating amputation.
The body had been located on
Monday evening by locals who
had gone to the core forest area
to collect firewood.  IANS

Lucknow: Uttar Pradesh Chief
Minister Yogi Adityanath has
removed Lucknow Police
Commissioner Sujit
Pandey for his alleged failure

to control crime in the State
capital.

Pandey has been replaced
by D.K. Thakur who was post-
ed in the Anti-Terrorism Squad
(ATS) till now. Thakur took
charge of his new assignment
at 1 a.m. on Wednesday after
Pandey was given marching
orders around midnight.

Sujeet Pandey, who was the
first Police Commissioner of
Lucknow when the
Commissionerate system was
introduced in January this year,
has been posted as Additional
Director General of Police
(ADG), Arms Training Centre
in Sitapur.  IANS
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Taking the poll plunge tad
early the BJP has decided to

bring two of its topmost lead-
ers to Bengal every month.

Union Home Minister
Amit Shah and BJP national
president JP Nadda have decid-
ed to take turns visiting Bengal
several times every month till
the end of the next year’s
Assembly elections for which
the saffron outfit has set a
“bull’s eye-target” of “200-plus”
seats out 294.

“We have been told that our
national president JP Nadda ji
will visit Bengal thrice and
Amit Shah ji will come to our
State twice every … but the
dates have not been finalized…
We will announce the dates of
their visit subsequently… natu-
rally the party workers will be
energized by their visit,” State
BJP president Dilip Ghosh said.

The party top brass have
handpicked senior BJP leaders

Sunil Deodhar,
Vinod Tawde, Dushyant

Gautam, Harish Dwivedi and
Vinod Sonkar to supervise
organization and campaign-
ing in North Bengal, Rarh
Banga (Purulia-Bankura-
Birbhum districts), Krishnagar-
Nabadwip, Midnapore and
Kolkata organisational zones in
that order.

Meanwhile, reacting to the
BJP’s declaration of winning
200-plus seats Bengal Chief
Minister Mamata Banerjee on
Wednesday said that the saf-
fron outfit was trying to create
disturbance in an otherwise
peaceful state by importing
outsiders who have no inkling
of Bengali culture.

“Outsiders (read BJP cen-
tral leaders) are being sent to
Bengal to disturb the peace in
this State,” Banerjee said while
her party MP Sukhendu
Shekhar Roy called BJP’s 200-
plus seat target a “day
dream.”

Kolkata: The Left Front and
Congress are chalking out ways
to counter the emergence of All
India Majlis-e-Ittehad-ul-
Muslimeen (AIMIM) in Bengal.

“We have chalked out a
detailed plan,” a Congress leader
said at the end of two-hour
meeting with the Left Front
leadership adding the alliance
partners would reach out to the
Muslim leaders and eminent
personalities besides conducting
special outreach programme on
the National Minorities Day on
December 18.

In fact Bengal Pradesh
Congress Committee president
Adhir Chowdhury and state
Opposition Leader Abdul
Mannan met Muslim religious
leader Toha Siddique of Furfura
Sharief and appealed to the
community to stand by the sec-
ular forces.

Calling the AIMIM a B
Team of the BJP Chowdhury
also the Congress leader in Lok
Sabha said, “We met Toha

Siddique and appealed to the
minority community through
him not to get confused by the
forces who are B-team of the
BJP.”

Alleging that AIMIM chief
Asadudding Owaisi’s sole aim
was to divide the minority votes
in Bengal, Chowdhury iterated
“AIMIM is the B-team of the
BJP, whose sole aim is to divide
the Muslim votes and cause
damage to the secular parties.”

AIMIM have been eyeing
35 out of the 76 seats which the
Left-Congress alliance had won
from Malda, Murshidabad and
North Dinajpur in 2016
Assembly elections. “AIMIM’s
main target is not Trinamool
Congress --- and definitely not
the BJP --- but the Left-Congress
alliance which are really fighting
the saffron communalism in
India,” a senior Congress leader
said. According to pollsters the
minorities create a deciding
edge in about 125 seats in the
State. PNS
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After their failure to appear
before them for question-

ing on two earlier occasions,
the Mumbai police on
Wednesday issued third sum-
mons to Bollywood actress
Kangana Ranaut and her sister
Rangoli Chandel to appear
before them on November and
23 and 24 in connection with
the investigations into an FIR
registered against them for
allegedly creating “hatred” and
“communal tensions” between
Hindus and Muslims.

In fresh summons issued to
the two sisters, the Bandra
police summoned Kangana to
appear before them on
November 23, while they asked
Rangoli to remain present at
the police station for ques-
tioning on November 24.

This time around, the
Bandra police have also sum-
moned Kangana’s aide Amruta
Dutta for questioning in the
same case on November 25.

The Bandra police had
issued first summons to
Kangana and her sister Rangoli
on October 26 and 27.
However, the two sisters had
bought time from the police by
saying that they would not be
able to respond to 
the summons as they were
busy with their brother’s wed-

ding.    Subsequently, the
Bandra police issued fresh
summons to Kangana and
Rangoli to appear before them
on November 10 and 11.   

Apart from facing the
charge creating “hatred” and
“communal tensions” between
Hindus and Muslims, the two
sisters also face the allegation
of attempting to trigger disaf-
fection among the people
against the Maharashtra gov-
ernment. In addition,
Munawwarali Sahil A Sayyed –
on whose complaint a case has
been registered against
Kangana and Rangoli—has
also accused the two sisters of
indulging in sedition (section
124 A of IPC).     Complainant
Sayyed’s was recorded by the
Bandra police last month.

It may be recalled that on
October 17, the Bandra police
had registered FIR against
Kangana and Rangoli after
Metropolitan Magistrate Jaidev
Ghule of Bandra 12th court
ordered investigations under
section  156(3) of CrPC into a
complaint filed against
Kangana and her sister Rangoli
Chandel  by Bollywood casting
director and fitness trainer
Munawwarali alias Sahil A.
Sayyed.

Sayyed had among other
things alleged that  both
Kangana  and Rangoli had ad

tried to create “hatred” and
“communal tensions” between
Hindus and Muslims and that
Kangana had tried to lower the
image of Maharashtra chief
minister Uddhav Thackeray
and created disaffection among
the people against the
Maharashtra government.

“Perused the complaint,
heard the advocate of the com-
plainant along with the docu-
ments filed on record. On
prima facie perusal of com-
plaint and submission I have
found a cognizable offence has
been committed by the
accused,” Magistrate Ghule had
noted, while directing the
Bandra  police to register an
FIR against Kangana and her
sister Rangoli. 

“All allegations are based
upon comment on electronic
media that is twitter and inter-

views. The accused used social
media like twitter and thorough
investigation is necessary by the
expert. All offences alleged
and levelled against the accused
are cognizable. Search and
seizure is necessary in this
case, in such circumstances I
have found it to be proper to
pass order under Section
156(3) of CrPC,” the Magistrate
had ruled.

Among other things, the
section 156(3) of CrPC read
with section 190 empowers to
Magistrate – upon receiving a
complaint of facts and upon
information received from any
person other than a police
officer, or upon his own knowl-
edge that such an offence has
been committed any magistrate
empowered under 190 can
order an investigation to into a
complaint.   
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Jammu: Ahead of the District
Development Council polls,
beginning from November 28,
unidentified terrorists on
Wednesday evening targeted
security forces by lobbing a
grenade in which at least 12 civil-
ians received injuries in the
Kakapora area of South
Kashmir's Pulwama district.

Local reports said the
grenade missed the target and
exploded on the road. The entire
area was cordoned off and
searches were launched to track
down the footprints of a grenade
thrower. According to a police
spokesman, “at about 5.45 p.m
a CRPF bunker of 41 Bn was
targeted by the terrorists near
Kakapora area of Pulwama.
Local police teams and other
security personnel rushed to the
spot”. The police spokesman
said, “the grenade missed the
intended target and exploded on
road.  PNS
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The Maharashtra Congress on
Wednesday slammed the Opposition

BJP over its former Chief Minister and
senior party leader Devendra Fadnavis’
claim that the Sonia Gandhi-led party was
backing the Gupkar agenda and demand-
ed to know why the BJP did not quit the
Jammu & Kashmir Government in 2017
when then Chief Minister Mehbooba
Mufti made controversial statements about
Indian tri-colour.

Reacting to Fadnavis’ charge that the
Congress was part of the People’s Alliance
for Gupkar Declaration (PAGD) which was
demanding the reintroduction of Article
370 in the Constitution, Maharashtra
Pradesh Congress Committee (MPCC)
president and senior State minister
Balasaheb Thorat charged that Fadnavis
Fadnavis was trying to “mislead” people
with a “false allegation” about his party’s
involvement in the PAGD.

“The Congress was at the forefront of
the Independence struggle. Indira Gandhi,

Rajiv Gandhi and other leaders have laid
down their lives for the country. Patriotism
in the Congress’ DNA.  No one should
teach patriotism, least of it an organisation
that supported the British during the free-
dom struggle. Mehbooba has made a con-
troversial statement about national tri-
colour. Fadnavis, who is part of RSS that
had hoisted the national flag for 52 long
years, is now talking about Mehbooba’s
controversial remark,” Thorat said.

Thorat reminded that Mehbooba had
made a similar controversial statement
about the Indian national flag when she
was the chief minister of Jammu and
Kashmir in 2017. “At that time, the BJP was
part of the Mehbooba government in J &
K. Then the Congress had demanded the
resignation of Mehbooba as the chief min-
ister then. Why did the BJP not quit the J
& K government? The same BJP is now
speaking against Mehbooba and making
all kinds of false allegations against the
Congress,” the State Congress chief said.   

State Congress spokesperson Sachin
Sawant came down heavily against

Fadnavis for the BJP’s “double-speak”.
Through a tweet, Sawant asked the senior
BJP leader: “Hon'ble Fadnavis ji, do you
have any explanation for the remarks of
Mehbooba Mufti in 2017 when you were
in power with her and she was CM? BJP
did not leave the alliance then”.

Sawant recalled that the Congress had
on July 30, 2017 demanded then Jammu
and Kashmir Chief Minister Mehbooba
Mufti's resignation over her flag remarks,
saying no had the right to insult the tri-
colour.

“At that time, the Congress had said
that Mehbooba had hurt the sentiments of
the people and asked the BJP to explain
what kind of freedom is being advocated
by their coalition partner (PDP) in the
Jammu and Kashmir government and the
chief minister,” Sawant said

“At that time, we had said that
Mehbooba has no right to quote the exam-
ple of the national flag in any form and
hurt the nationalist sentiments by insult-
ing it, what so ever may be her reasoning
or context,” Sawant said.
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In the United States of America,
the civilian post of Defence
Secretary is a political appoint-
ment even though it is usually

held by former combatants, who
have the domain experience and
perspective. Yet it calls for trapeze
jugglery as the former Defence
Secretary and legendary warrior-
scholar, General James Mattis,
noted, “Remember that the Defence
Department stays outside of poli-
tics for a reason. There’s a long-
standing tradition, why you do not
want the military to be engaged in
politics.” With such apolitical and
professional instincts, the likes of
James Mattis were not expected to
survive long with the infamous
Donald Trump fickleness. And
they didn’t – Mattis joined the
revolving door of axed veterans,
who couldn’t lower their discourse
to match the President’s impetuous-
ness and crassness.

Mattis’s predecessor as
Secretary of Defence, Ash Carter,
was an international affairs acade-
mician, who had spent over 37 years
in the Pentagon working across the
political divide, and he always
believed that the “profession of arms
is honour and trust” and that
Trump’s brazenly political expecta-
tions, interference and insistence
would infect the apolitical ways of
the US military. Recently, Trump
fired his fourth Secretary of Defence
Mark Esper and appointed his
fifth, Christopher Miller. As the
Chief Executive Officer of the
United States Department of
Defence, the fifth appointee in less
than four years is a self-explanato-
ry narrative of Trump’s whimsical-
ity, impatience and unprofessional-
ism. Except that the timing of this
particular change, just after Trump’s
electoral debacle, but before Biden’s
formal take-over, has sent danger-
ous signals – because with Trump,
anything is possible.

Given his vanity and despera-
tion, fears that he could deploy the
US military, in a last-ditch effort of
his final two-month tenure, are real.
For long, Trump has dangled and
invoked the military as a political
prop for self-aggrandisement and
even as a tool for domestic gover-
nance. What gives credence to
conspiracy theorists is the tentative
relationship that Mark Esper had
with the Commander-in-Chief,
Trump, especially when the former
combatant had disagreed with the
idea of using the military during
civil unrest. Embarrassingly for

Trump, Esper opposed the
Insurrection Act of 1807 by
stating the institutional belief, “I
say this not only as Secretary of
Defence, but also as a former sol-
dier, and a former member of the
National Guard. The option to
use active duty forces in a law
enforcement role should only be
used as a matter of last resort,
and only in the most urgent and
dire of situations.” Earlier also,
Esper had weighed in favour
with the professional view of the
“uniformed” fraternity in dis-
suading Trump from hastening
the process of troops withdraw-
al from Syria and Afghanistan –
as this urgency was Trump’s per-
sonal and political commitment,
but contrary to the institutional
and sovereign interests. However,
for Trump, who can readily
trade military values of restraint
and apolitical stances in favour
of his political self-interest, pro-
fessionals like Esper are a burden
and not an asset. Replacing
Esper with a professionally lack-
lustre but an avowedly Trump-
loyalist has not helped optics
either.     

Even though the Trump
tenure has compromised and
forced many casual liberties on
the US military ecosystem, it
would not be a cakewalk to get
the institution to “fall in line”
politically, despite these unprece-
dented changes. The US military
folk have repeatedly shown the
spine, moral courage and consti-
tutionality in words and actions
to “call out” signs of danger.
Foremost among them has been

General Mike Milley, Chairman
of the US Joint Chiefs of Staff,
who had earlier unknowingly
become victim of a political
“photo-op” by Trump during the
civic protests, pursuant to which
he issued a very public and hon-
est regret that his presence had
created an unwanted and wrong
perception of military involve-
ment in domestic politics. Later,
Milley went further and bluntly
denied that he gave permission
to use his image in the Trump re-
election campaign. Now, as
Milley watched the ensuing
drama of the untimely change of
Secretary of Defence – which is
essentially beyond his profes-
sional mandate or control – he
still chose to word a very delib-
erate and reassuring message
when he said in the midst of the
new Secretary of Defence
Christopher Miller, “We do not
take an oath to a King or a
Queen, a tyrant or a dictator. We
do not take an oath to an indi-
vidual!” Milley passionately
beseeched that duty was only to
the Constitution, which he called
the “moral north star” for the
institution. His statement that the
military “will protect and defend
that document regardless of the
personal price” was immensely
loaded and cautionary against
any attempt to politicise or mis-
use the military. Milley joined the
ranks of his illustrious predeces-
sor Marine General Joseph
Dunford in managing the polit-
ical expectations of Trump,
whenever things started going
adrift.

Esper had alluded to the
necessary public perceptions of
apolitical anchorage when it
came to matters military, when
he had spoken about getting
“ambushed” in the photo-op.
“Look, I do everything I can to
try and stay apolitical and try to
stay out of situations that may
appear political,” he said, adding,
“Sometimes, I’m successful, and
sometimes I’m not as successful.”
This time that effort to stay
steadfast, without succumbing to
politicisation of the US military,
has led to his ouster but in that
sacrifice, Esper may have saved
the US military from unimagin-
able portents of a partisan force.
The serving top brass of the US
military themselves have shown
admirable restraint in not kow-
towing to the political establish-
ment, especially with a dispen-
sation that has thrown caution to
the winds in terms of diluting,
denigrating and politicising the
institution. The military invests
incalculable emotions in profes-
sional character or what we call
izzat. As General Norman
Schwarzkopf of Operation
Desert Storm fame once said,
“Leadership is a potent combi-
nation of strategy and character.
But if you must be without one,
be without strategy.” In this
melee, it is that apolitical nobil-
ity and almost Chetwodian ethos
that have been upheld by the US
military’s top brass, despite the
price to some.

(The writer, a military veter-
an, is a former Lt Governor of
Andaman & Nicobar Islands)
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Sir — The timing of the intense
exchange of fire along the Line
of Control (LoC), following
ceasefire violations by Pakistani
forces and Islamabad’s release of
a “dossier” with so-called evi-
dence of terror against it alleged-
ly sponsored by India, has led to
speculation about the intention
of our neighbouring nation’s
leadership. The exchange of fire
along the LoC on November 13
killed nine people on the Indian
side while retaliatory firing by the
Indian armed forces destroyed
several bunkers and logistic facil-
ities on the Pakistani side. 

There is speculation that
both developments were part of
Islamabad’s trite efforts to influ-
ence the incoming US adminis-
tration, led by President-elect Joe
Biden, on the Kashmir issue and
Indo-Pakistan relations. The
administration of President
Donald Trump had imposed
some of the harshest sanctions on
Pakistan, including the suspen-
sion of security assistance worth
billions of dollars since 2018 for
its support to terrorist groups. 

Maybe that is why Pakistan
is trying to taint India’s image too.
Thankfully, its “terror dossier”
found few takers in the world

community. Its latest gambit has
come at a time when Prime
Minister Imran Khan is grap-
pling with pressing domestic
issues, from severe economic dis-
tress, joblessness to greater cohe-
sive efforts by the Opposition to
unseat him. 

Khan should focus on setting
his own house in order instead
of making futile attempts to stir
the Kashmir pot, just to keep his

seat. That’s not working anymore.
N Sadhasiva Reddy

Bengaluru
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Sir — Schools provide the ideal
environment for the spread of
COVID-19. Studies have shown
that children and teenagers can
catch and spread COVID-19
just as easily as adults. Moreover,

children, once infected, carry
high viral and extremely conta-
gious loads, which they can pass
on to their parents and others.
If schools were to reopen with-
out the necessary Coronavirus
precautions and protocols in
place, it is highly likely that stu-
dents would play a much larg-
er role in spreading this pan-
demic than has occurred previ-
ously. Second, everyone needs to

know the basics. The school
community — students, parents,
school staff and all people these
groups are connected to —
needs basic information on
COVID-19 transmission and
how to reduce it through estab-
lished procedures. Moreover,
many Government schools do
not have access to sufficient run-
ning water to ensure that the
children can wash their hands
frequently. In addition, there are
a very limited number of func-
tional toilets in most
Government-run schools. Who
will ensure that the children are
washing their hands frequently
or wearing their masks all the
time and maintaining social
distancing?

Which parent would like to
take the risk of sending their
son/daughter to school when
the pandemic has not yet died
down? The right time for re-
opening schools would be
January, once the winter is over
and the expected surge of cases
is on the wane. The Education
Ministers of various States
should take a note of this.

Jubel D’Cruz
Mumbai
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Sigmund Freud’s diagnostic work, entitled
Civilization and its Discontents, explains how
civilisations spawn neurotic responses. The

French principle of laïcité (secularism) places the
huge demand of strict separation between State and
religion. Freud’s theory of neurotic response aris-
es from the inability to follow such difficult and hard
commands of civilisations. Essentially it means that
France, as a State, has no other way but to respond
with angst to the terrorist act of killing of a teacher,
which precisely is an act of Freudian discontent,
may be even neurosis. The subject of neurosis is
necessarily misplaced or displaced. France’s specif-
ic problem with its principle of laïcité is that it finds
the core values of Islam incongruent with the
French national ethos. If freedom of expression in
secularism involves the right to offend symbols of
other religions by calling them antithetical to French
national culture, it marks the effacement of a minor-
ity religion like Islam in the  public space. This is
how France cannot uphold a true laïcité by over-
riding the faith of erstwhile colonised Arabs from
the Maghreb and other minorities, who comprise
a diverse Muslim populace. So laïcité takes the form
of political secularism that creates a hierarchy in
which it decides which religious faith is acceptable
and which one is not. Secularism, then, acts as a
rule of the majority over minority faiths. This cre-
ates an apparent conflict between the majority world
view and minority religions. 

Placing the burden of tolerance on a particu-
lar religion after offending its symbols is certain-
ly unwarranted in a secular State. This is a failure
to establish equality between religions as well as a
failure to ensure freedom of conscience. This also
justifies reactive violence on a populace for their
failure to come to terms with the offence commit-
ted on their faith. The French version of secular-
ism, placing the demand on the State to remain
strictly separated from religion, cannot heal the
wounds of history of the erstwhile colonised.  

The long history of colonisation of Black
Africans and Arabs by France impacts the present
shape of French secularism to create marginality
and radical Islam together in the people from erst-
while French colonies. Political secularism lives
through such contrarian moments of extremism
and radical religious politics arising from a histo-
ry of colonisation. Here, one needs to draw a dis-
tinction between “political secularism” and “sec-
ularism of values.” Secularism of values differs from
political secularism as it promotes an attitude of
“neither pro, nor anti-religion.” Political secularism
polarises this secularism of values into something
that is anti or against some practices of a particu-
lar religious group. 

An attitude of neutrality towards religion does
not stop the French State from turning against it,
or turning selectively in favour of a religion. This
brings into picture the logic of uniformity of sym-
bols in public space that does not allow a differ-
ence of religious symbols. Political secularism rel-
egates religions to the private, or at most to com-
munity spaces.

If the freedom of every religion in France is
taken literally in laïcité, why is it so very hard for
Muslims to follow their symbols or to ensure their
faith? Derogation of the Prophet in any way can-
not be considered as consistent with the practice
of hard secularist neutrality. Secular neutrality of
“neither for nor against” is supposed to remain neu-
tral to the way a religion practises its belief. Instead
of such a principled stance, what the French laïc-
ité does is to allow the way a religion is reflected
in the mirror of French State or public.

In effect, exercise of legal indemnity towards

a distortion of symbols or image of a faith
is a licence to undermine the specific
character and practices of a particular
faith or religion. This is projecting a
wrong image of a religion in the public
space. Taken to its extreme, French sec-
ularism posits religious identities into an
adversary by allowing an underlying “war
on religion” or by allowing a derogation
of religious symbols. Such an outcome
cannot be fully legit in a pluralist democ-
racy. Seemingly France tweaks its legal,
political and juridical concepts attached
to secularism to legitimise constraints
upon those religions that are considered
as outliers. Hence the law of secularism
is no guarantee for religious freedom, it
rather is a way of tweaking and moder-
ating religious expressions within limits
of French neutrality.

Are certain identities, then, to be
treated as antithetical to the principles of
laïcité? Is treating every religion in an
equal manner a way of cutting it to size
by downplaying its core belief structure?
In French President Emmanuel Macron’s
language, “no totem or taboo”, referring
to religious symbols. Is it then, a hard sec-
ular knock at others? Is there a secular-
ism-inspired separation of the self and
other as part of State policy? This is a
denial or acceptance of the select values
of religion, mixed with the secular cause,
a certain fragmentation of laïcité itself.
Rejection of the turban or the hijab inter-
estingly turns an outsider’s gaze on
French secularism that continuously
undercuts the line of strict separation.

This creates a political issue of
adjustment between a religious victim’s
perception of being denigrated and the
demand placed on him/her to not show
difference of identity in the public sphere.
This also turns French laïcité into a “mis-
use of secularism to stigmatise people.”
Clearly President Macron’s statement,
“Islam is a religion in crisis all over the
world” or a highly visible crackdown on
Islam as a religion border on a near anti-

Islam positioning that goes against the
grain of neutrality and freedom of con-
science. 

A mea culpa anti-Islam version of
French secularism has its internal victims.
The French Council of the Muslim Faith
(CFCM) stated, “We are sometimes tar-
gets of anti-Muslim acts but others are
also victims of hostile acts. In the face of
these provocations, we must remain
decent, serene and clear-sighted.” If the
public sphere is not supposed to carry the
remnants of any such mea culpa version
from any side, as per French secularism,
the exact opposite has happened.
Stigmatisation, racial othering and lam-
pooning of the doctrines of faith assume
the garb of French laïcité. So what
remains unresolved is this lack of criti-
cism against an anti-Islam stance of
President Macron, often known as
“Macronism.” 

This Macronist secularism misdirect-
ed against a religion arises from the
French President’s political secularism
that wrecks equality of faiths. It further
causes an emotional and grief-based sol-
idarity that provides a fulcrum for new
laws for monitoring schools and mosques
in Muslim areas of France. Acquiescence
by Saudi Arabia to the Macronist stance
on Islam in terms of his “counter-terror-
ism and deradicalisation” measures
strengthens the pre-emptive fixing of the
guilt on Muslim immigrants in France,
especially if they are of Arab origin. 

The deficits of laïcité cannot be sup-
plemented by such externalisation of an
anti-Islam stance. Should secularism
turn Islamophobic, it brings back an
image of an anti-Semite European world
view, which ultimately undermines the
secularism of values by a version of polit-
ical secularism.

France has to overcome the present
antagonism by building more bridges
with Muslims on its soil and dispelling
the image of being at war with Islam.
Macron cannot afford to become a mas-

cot of Right-wing Islamophobes. A lib-
eral State ultimately needs to accommo-
date differences and return to unifying
nationalism that promotes love and co-
belonging. Faith needs to be negotiated
with a special ecumenism and empathy
for the marginalised and the culturally-
different by breaking through the glass
ceiling of Europeanism and replacing it
with cosmopolitanism.

Cosmopolitanism in Europe places
the demand of adopting a value-neutral
position to both one’s own religion as well
as to other religions. Catholic churches
of France, irked by a certain mockery of
their faith, filed cases on Charlie Hebdo,
but, unlike Islamists, never indulged in
terror attacks. However, Islamists and cer-
tain conservative clerics create an atmos-
phere of backlash on the slightest slight
of their religious symbols. Islamic nation
States, too, are particularly intransigent
towards people of different faiths and
compel them to comply with codes of
Islam in everyday life. 

The value-neutral and secular cos-
mopolitan European culture allows for
acceptance of symbols of religious tradi-
tions as a universal heritage of mankind.
The French version of secularism insists
on the separation of the sphere of faith
from the sphere of common and shared
public life, that is supposed to extol virtues
of tolerance and unconditional respect for
the other. It is here that reactions to free-
dom of aesthetic and artistic representa-
tion of religious symbols and prophets is
supposed to be beyond any dogmatic
condemnation. 

France stands for not restricting free-
dom of satirisation or artistic freedom to
be unconstrained by religious dogmas. It
is here that French laïcité ensures that
France will not side with any faith, be it
Islam, be it Sikhism or Christianity in
allowing freedom of choice, conscience
and individuality to all people.

(The writer is a philosopher and polit-
ical analyst based in Shillong)
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The conservation of forests in
India has been a bone of con-
tention for more than a century

now, ever since the creation of a
Forest Department in 1864. The British
enacted the Indian Forest Act in 1865
and amended it in 1878 with detail pre-
scriptions on how to control and sci-
entifically work forests. The 1878 Act
was again modified in 1927 and today
it forms the basis of management of
forests in the country along with the
Wildlife Protection Act, 1972 and
Forest Conservation Act, 1980.

The struggle for access and con-
trol of forest resources by tribals inten-
sified after the forests of princely

States were declared as reserved and
protected areas. In 1989, the
Government set up a dispute settle-
ment mechanism at the district level
with a committee consisting of a Sub-
Divisional Magistrate, Sub-Divisional
Forest Officers and the Sub-Divisional
Tribal Welfare Officer. But this com-
mittee remained either non-function-
al or did not do its job. The problem
kept festering, with rival political
interests taking centrestage after the
Supreme Court’s order in 2003 on evic-
tion of all encroachments on forest
lands. After the General Election of
2004, the United Progressive Alliance
enacted the Scheduled Tribes and the
Other Forest Dwellers (Recognition of
Forest Rights) Act, 2006. It recognised
that forest rights on the ancestral lands
of the tribals and their habitat were not
adequately provided, resulting in his-
torical injustice to the Scheduled
Tribes and other traditional forest
dwellers, who are integral to the very
survival of the ecosystem. 

For the last 14 years, the process
of vesting forest rights is under way

under the provisions of the Forest Act.
As per the Ministry of Tribal Affairs,
as on June 30, a total of 42,52,124
claims had been filed. Of this 41, 03,001
were individual claims and 1,49,123
were community ones. A total of
19,09,249 individual claims compris-
ing over 16.69 lakh hectares (ha) of
forests were settled and vested with the
people. And 76,383 community claims
over 35.22 lakh ha of forests were vest-
ed with the beneficiaries. Thus forest
rights of tribal people and traditional
forest dwellers on around 52 lakh ha
of forests stand settled. 

Now the question is, what is hap-
pening to these people? In the tribal
belt of Madhya Pradesh, in the districts
of Jabalpur, Seoni, Mandla, Umeria,
Balaghat and Dindori, I met represen-
tatives of local NGOs, Jai Bharati
Siksha Kendra, Kalyan Ashram and
Bharat Vikas Parishad and a large
number of tribal people, and discussed
the implementation of the Act. On the
positive side, in well-stocked forests,
where mahua, chirongi and so on are
available, the people have raised their

income. At one place in Dabra Khurd
in Jabalpur district, the management
of 42 forest resources out of 75 has been
transferred to 12 village communities.
But these 3,500 ha of forests, from the
point of view of the management, have
become a no man’s land as neither is
the forest department doing anything,
nor do the communities have the
wherewithal to manage them because
of lack of funds and capacity.  The pro-
posal for the creation of a Van Dhan
Centre by communities is being tossed
between the Collector’s Office and the
Divisional Forest Officer. Another

proposal of the Dabra village commu-
nity for preparation of the micro plan,
as per the provision of the Act, has not
been forwarded by the Tribal Welfare
Department of Madhya Pradesh to the
Centre, for funding under the tribal
sub-plan, in the last two-and-a-half
years. 

Grassroot workers put this down
to corruption in the Tribal Welfare
Department where a huge amount of
funds remains unutilised. Hence, out
of frustration, social workers are leav-
ing these communities in the lurch. 

The villagers of Dabra Khurd are
asking for tendu patta auction rights
because in the existing process, the
Joint Forest Management (JFM) com-
mittees get a part of the sale money and
not the Community Rights
Committees. The viability of contin-
uing JFM committees in these areas is
being questioned and there is talk of
replacing it with a better, people-cen-
tric strategy.

There is confusion in these villages
regarding the management of forests
as the local forest officers feel that they

are not allowed to operate in these areas
and the people also do not approach
them due to lack of mutual trust. While
the local Chief Conservator of Forests
has agreed to hold a meeting with the
people to develop a model for the man-
agement of Non-Timber Forest
Products,  politics is making the peo-
ple root for more individual rights.
They are not focussing on managing
community rights. It is ironical that 86
per cent of the growers in India are
marginal farmers with less than two ha
of land. The basic aim of the enactment
of this Act has, therefore, succeeded
only partially. 

The Act’s implementation suffers
due to the lackadaisical and target-ori-
ented approach of the Tribal Affairs
Ministry. It is just content with settling
claims. The objective of this Act is to
help both, the people and the ecosys-
tem they are a part of. The Union
Government must consider making
the Forest Department responsible for
preparing a micro plan and building
the capacity of the people for manag-
ing the forests.

One major decision warranted is
to continue JFM in other forest areas
with second-generation reforms but in
areas where the forest right Act is being
implemented, it should be replaced
with community forest management,
with the communities having the free-
dom to manage the resources with the
technical support of the Forest
Department. 

Grassroot level NGOs should be
made stakeholders for more trans-
parency and to support the commu-
nities in capacity-building. The basic
flaws in the Act’s implementation
must be rectified by making the Forest
Department the nodal agency for the
execution of management and devel-
opment of resources jointly with com-
munities. This is so that a single point
delivery system with accountability
exists.  

There is a need for policy interven-
tion by the Centre so that 52 lakh ha
of forests produce sufficient resources
for the people while remaining ecolog-
ically viable.

(The writer is a former civil servant)
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Baghdad: Iraq and Saudi Arabia
have reopened the main border
crossing for trade between the
two nations after three decades
of closure, Iraq’s border author-
ity said on Wednesday.

The Arar crossing was shut-
tered in 1990s, following Iraq’s
invasion of Kuwait after which
Riyadh cut all ties with Iraq. The
crossing remained closed,
reflecting the unease in
Baghdad-Riyadh ties with suc-

cessive governments.
But diplomatic ties were

restored in 2015, following sev-
eral high-level meetings that
lead first to the reopening of
Riyadh’s embassy in Baghdad.
Later, in 2017, a bilateral coor-
dination council was estab-
lished to improve ties.

Arar’s reopening represents
a key step toward firming rela-
tions and deepening Iraq-Saudi
economic cooperation.  AP

Islamabad: A parliamentary
committee has cleared with
majority vote the “China
Pakistan Economic Corridor
Authority (Amendment) Bill,
2020” which was blocked by
the Opposition members dur-
ing the last meeting, a media
report said on Wednesday.

The National Assembly’s
Standing Committee on
Planning and Development
presided over by ruling
Pakistan Tehreek-i-Insaf (PTI)
leader Junaid Akbar took up
the government bill on
Tuesday. After a detailed dis-
cussion, the committee agreed
to decide the fate of the bill
through voting.

The Opposition members
said their objections over the
creation of the CPEC Authority

(CPECA) had not been
addressed and the creation of
a new authority would affect
CPEC projects instead of expe-
diting them.

The USD 60 billion China-
Pakistan Economic Corridor
(CPEC) is fully funded by
Beijing under the multi-billion
One Belt One Road (OBOR)
initiative. India has protested to
China over the CPEC as it is
being laid through Pakistan-
occupied Kashmir.

Planning and Development
Minister Asad Umar said the
CPECA would have no powers
as all work would be carried out
by the line ministries and added
that the authority’s operations
would not be in conflict with
the working of the line min-
istries. PTI 

Bangkok: Police in Thailand’s
capital braced for possible
trouble Wednesday, a day after
a protest outside Parliament by
pro-democracy demonstrators
was marred by violence that
left 55 people injured, includ-
ing as many as six with gunshot
wounds.

The protesters, enraged at
what they regard as dispro-
portionate use of force against
them by police who employed
chemical-laced water cannons
and tear gas, gathered for
another protest late Wednesday
in central Bangkok.

Tuesday’s protest was held
as a joint session of the House
and Senate debated seven

motions for amending the
constitution. A vote on the
motions was taking place
Wednesday. Any that are
passed will have to go through
second and third votes after at
least a month.

According to Erawan
emergency services, 55 people
at Tuesday’s protest were sent
to hospitals, the largest num-
ber suffering from the effects
of tear gas. It said four
remained hospitalized
Wednesday, including three
of the six people it said had suf-
fered gunshot wounds. The cir-
cumstances of the shootings
were not announced.

Some of the injuries

occurred during a brawl
between the pro-democracy
protesters and stone-throw-
ing royalists who oppose con-
stitutional change.

It was the worst violence
during months of actions by
the pro-democracy protesters,
though police had previously
employed water cannons at
least twice. The protest move-
ment has been staging increas-
ingly determined mass rallies
of thousands of people around
the country.

Police at a news conference
Wednesday spoke of only two
people with gunshot wounds,
and indicated that they were
not responsible for them. AP

Kaya, (Burkina Faso): A
change in Burkina Faso’s elec-
toral code means results from
this month’s election will be
considered valid even if people
can’t vote in parts of the West
African country that are over-
run by Islamic extremist vio-
lence.

Candidates like Tegawende
Ouedraogo, who ran and lost
in 2015, fear the change could
cost them the election. The 38-
year-old is based in one of the
hardest hit areas in the coun-
try, Sanmatenga province.

The province accounts for
almost 10% of the more than
2,000 fatalities due to violence
this year, according to the
Armed Conflict Location &
Event Data Project and thou-
sands of people might not be

able to vote.
“When a tire bursts, people

run away. There might be
rumors of attacks and people
will not go to polling stations,”
he said.

Burkina Faso will go to the
polls on November 22 to vote
in presidential and legislative
elections marred by ongoing
violence. Attacks linked to
Islamic militants have ravaged
the once peaceful nation, forc-
ing more than 1 million peo-
ple from their homes and
making swaths of land inac-
cessible. It now threatens to
undermine the legitimacy of
the elections.

Burkina Faso’s main polit-
ical parties voted to change the
law in July, making the election
valid based on the areas where

people can vote, instead of
previously requiring ballots to
be cast across the country.
Candidates whose supporters
are mainly in villages unreach-
able due to violence fear they
won’t get the numbers they
need to win legislative seats.

The new law signifies the
government’s inability to secure
the nation said, Chrysogone
Zougmore, president of the
Burkinabe Movement for
Human Rights, a local advo-
cacy group.

“In certain regions, a lot of
Burkinabe will be denied their
right to vote,” he said.
Communities in the hardest hit
regions, in the Sahel, north and
the east, already feel marginal-
ized, which could exacerbate
tensions, he said. AP

Washington: President Donald
Trump has fired a top
Homeland Security official who
contradicted his claims of voter
fraud and asserted that the
November 3 election was the
most secure one in America’s
history.

Trump, who has launched
a slew of lawsuits in key states,
but has not provided any evi-
dence to back his claims of
fraud, announced on Twitter on
Tuesday that he has fired
Christopher Krebs, director of
the Cybersecurity and
Infrastructure Security Agency
(CISA) at the Department of
Homeland Security.

Trump, Republican, has
refused to concede to President-
elect Joe Biden, a Democrat,
and has made unsubstantiated

claims of voter fraud.
“The recent statement by

Chris Krebs on the security of
the 2020 Election was highly
inaccurate, in that there were
massive improprieties and
fraud - including dead people
voting, poll watchers not
allowed into polling locations,
“glitches” in the voting
machines which changed votes
from Trump to Biden, late vot-
ing and many more,” Trump
said in a tweet, repeating
unsubstantiated claims of elec-
tion fraud.

“Therefore, effective
immediately, Chris Krebs has
been terminated as Director of
the Cybersecurity and
Infrastructure Security

Agency,” he said.
Krebs is the latest official to

be dismissed by the US presi-
dent following his defeat, with
Defence Secretary Mark Esper
also shown the door amid
reports Trump doubted the
Pentagon chief ’s loyalty.

There is speculation that
before Trump leaves office in
January, CIA director Gina
Haspel and FBI director
Christopher Wray may also be
sacked. 

Following his dismissal,
Krebs, a former Microsoft
executive appeared to have no
regrets.

“Honored to serve. We did
it right. Defend Today, Secure
Tomrorow. #Protect2020,:he
tweeted, President Trump said
that the only thing secure about
the election was that it was vir-
tually impenetrable by foreign
powers. 

“On that, the Trump
administration takes great cred-
it. Unfortunately, the Radical
Left Democrats, Dominion,
and others, were perhaps more
successful!” he said. PTI 
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China has no theological
basis to pick the next Dalai

Lama, according to a top US
diplomat, asserting that the
Tibetan Buddhists have suc-
cessfully picked their spiritual
leader for hundreds of years.

“I travelled to
Dharamshala, India to speak to
the Tibetan community that
were assembled there in exile
and to tell them that the US is
opposed to China picking the
next Dalai Lama,” Ambassador
at Large for International
Religious Freedom Samuel D
Brownback told reporters on
Tuesday during a conference
call, recalling his visit to India
in October.

“They have no right to do
that. They have no theological
basis to do that. The Tibetan
Buddhists have successfully
picked their leader for hun-
dreds of years, if not longer,
and they have the right to do

that now,” he said in response
to a question.

Brownback said the US
supports that religious com-
munities have the right to pick
their own leadership.  

“That certainly includes
the next Dalai Lama. So we’ve
pushed back against that. We’re
going to continue to push back
against that. We think that’s
completely wrong of the
Chinese Communist Party to
assert that they have that
right,” he said.

The 14th Dalai Lama, now
85, has been living in India
ever since he fled Tibet in 1959
following a Chinese crack-
down on an uprising by the
local population. The Tibetan
government-in-exile operates
from Dharamsala in Himachal
Pradesh. Over 1,60,000
Tibetans live in India.  

Brownback accused China
of one of the worst religious
persecution situations in the
world today, if not the worst.

“It will not help
them in their fight on terror-
ism,” he said, adding, that the
Chinese are trying to sell it to
the world that this is an effort
to prevent terrorism, but
they’re going to create more
terrorists.

“The answer to terrorism
isn’t locking up everybody.
The answer to terrorism is reli-
gious freedom, allowing peo-
ple to freely practice their
faith, and they won’t fight you
as much. If the Chinese weren’t
at war with faith, they would
have a more open society, but
they’d also have a more satis-
fied citizenry that seeks to
practice their faith and be left
alone and left in peace,” he said.

He called on China to stop
their war on faith, which will
not be successful anyway, but
against the Uyghurs, against
the Tibetan Buddhists, against
the Christian house church,
against the Catholic Church,
against Falun Gong.  
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London: The leader of Britain’s
main opposition Labour Party
said on Wednesday that he
won’t readmit ex-Labour chief
Jeremy Corbyn to the party’s
parliamentary caucus, accusing
Corbyn of weakening efforts to
stamp out anti-Semitism.

Labour leader Keir Starmer
said his predecessor had “under-
mined and set back our work in
restoring trust and confidence
in the Labour Party’s ability to
tackle anti-Semitism.” Corbyn
will continue to sit in
Parliament, but as an indepen-
dent lawmaker. Labour has been
grappling with allegations that
anti-Semitism was allowed to
fester under Corbyn, a long-time
supporter of Palestinians and a
critic of Israel who led the party
for almost five years from 2015.

Corbyn was suspended
from the party last month in the
wake of a scathing report by
Britain’s equalities watchdog.
The Equality and Human Rights
Commission said Labour offi-
cials had failed to stamp out
anti-Semitism and committed
“unlawful acts of harassment
and discrimination.” 

After the report was
released, Corbyn accused
opponents of exaggerating the
problem for “political reasons”
— a statement that got him sus-
pended from the party.

On Tuesday, Corbyn issued
a statement saying that con-
cerns about anti-Semitism in
Labour were not exaggerated,
and the party must “never tol-
erate anti-Semitism or belittle
concerns about it.”  AP

Atlanta: Election officials
across Georgia are staring
down a Wednesday deadline to
complete a hand tally of the
presidential race in the state.

The hand recount of near-
ly 5 million votes stems from an
audit required by a new state
law and wasn’t in response to
any suspected problems with
the state’s results or an official
recount request. The law
requires the audit to be done
before the counties’ certified
results can be certified by the
state.

The deadline for the coun-
ties to complete the audit is
11:59 p.M. Wednesday, ahead
of the Friday deadline for state
certification. The hand count is
meant to ensure that the state’s
new election machines accu-
rately tabulated the votes and
isn’t expected to change the

overall outcome, state election
officials have repeatedly said.

Going into the count,
Democrat Joe Biden led
Republican President Donald
Trump by a margin of about
14,000 votes. Previously
uncounted ballots discovered
in two counties during the
hand count will reduce that
margin to about 13,000, said
Gabriel Sterling, who oversaw
the implementation of the
state’s new voting system for the
secretary of state’s office.

Once the results are certi-
fied, if the margin between the
candidates remains within 0.5
per cent, the losing campaign
can request a recount. 

That would be done using
scanners that read and tally the
votes and would be paid for by
the state, Secretary of State Brad
Raffensperger has said. AP
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Taipei: Taiwan’s government
refused to renew the broadcast
license of a leading pro-China
cable news channel on
Wednesday, prompting com-
plaints of political interfer-
ence.

The National
Communications Commission
cited repeated violations 
of rules on accurate reporting
in saying it had rejected
CTiTV’s application to renew
its license. The channel 
is owned by the Want 
Want China Times media
group, which also publishes
one of Taiwan’s main newspa-
pers and has long been associ-
ated with a Beijing-friendly
political view, partly attrib-
uted to its extensive business
interests in China. AP
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Prime Minister Narendra
ModiWould inaugurate

Karnataka’s flagship annual
technology event - Bengaluru
Tech Summit 2020 (BTS2020)
- on Thursday via video-con-
ferencing.  The event is to take
place from November 19 to 21.

It is being organised by
the government of Karnataka
along with Karnataka
Innovation and Technology
Society, the state government’s
Vision Group on information
technology, biotechnology and
startup, and Software
Technology Parks of India.

“We have made elaborate
arrangements to make BTS a
grand success as the event ses-

sions are going 100 per cent vir-
tual,” Deputy Chief Minister
and the Minister for IT, BT and
S&T C N Ashwath Narayan
said after visiting the BTS2020
facilitating centre set up here.
Australia Prime Minister Scott
Morrison and Vice-President of
Switzerland Guy Parmelin
would be among those address-
ing the virtual event.   Over 25
nations are participating in
the 23rd edition of the event
along with thought leaders,
industry captains, technocrats,
researchers, innovators,
investors, policy- makers and
educators from India and dif-
ferent parts of the world, the
officials said.

“The event will have the
participation of more than 200

Indian companies setting up
their virtual exhibition, more
than 4,000 delegates, 270
speakers, around 75 panel dis-
cussions and more than 50,000
participants every day,” an offi-
cial statement said.

This year, the theme of the
summit is ‘Next is Now.’

The summit would delib-
erate on key challenges emerg-
ing in the post-pandemic world
with a focus on the impact of
prominent technologies and
innovations on the domains of
information technology and
electronics and biotechnology.

Some of the key focus
areas of the summit are aero-
space and defence technologies,
healthcare, future of work,
startup for public good, 
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The Income Tax department
has issued refunds worth

over �1.36 lakh crore to over 40
lakh taxpayers so far this fiscal.

This includes Personal
income tax (PIT) refunds
amounting to �35,750 crore

and corporate tax refunds of
over �1 lakh crore during this
period.

“CBDT issues refunds of over
�1,36,066 crore to more than

40.19 lakh taxpayers between
1st April, 2020 to 17th
November, 2020.

Income tax refunds of
�35,750 crore have been

issued in 38,23,304 cases and
corporate tax refunds of
�1,00,316 crore have been
issued in 1,95,518 cases,” the I-
T department tweeted. 

New Delhi:Union Steel
Minister Dharmendra
Pradhan on Wednesday
called for reducing imports
of finished steel goods.

He urged the industry
to leverage technology and
resources available in the

country. “We are the second
largest producer of steel in
the world, (but) for our own
consumption we have to
import finished goods,”
Pradhan said while address-
ing the ‘Virtual National
Mining Summit 2020’,

organised by industry body
PHD Chamber.

He said sufficient raw
materials are available in
the country, while the tech-
nology to produce various
steel products is already
available. “...Today even

many MSMEs are importing
their raw material, be it
scrap or low grade metals.
The import cost is cheap
compared toproducing them
in the country. We will work
to address this issue also,” he
added. PTI
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Equity benchmarks scaled
record highs for the third

straight session on Wednesday
as investors accumulated bank-
ing, auto and engineering
stocks amid firm global cues
and unabated foreign fund
inflows.  The BSE Sensex vault-
ed 227.34 points or 0.52 per
cent to close above the 44,000-
level for the first time at
44,180.05. Intra-day, it touched
its lifetime high of 44,215.49.

Similarly, the broader NSE
Nifty advanced 64.05 points or
0.50 per cent to end at its all-
time high of 12,938.25, after
making an intra-day record of
12,948.85.

M&M was the top gainer
in the Sensex pack, soaring
10.76 per cent, followed by
L&T, IndusInd Bank, Bajaj
Finserv, SBI, Bajaj Finance, 

ICICI Bank, Kotak Bank
and Axis Bank.

On the other hand, HUL,
ITC, Titan, TCS, Bharti Airtel
and Infosys were among the
losers, shedding up to 2.07 per
cent. According to traders,
largely positive cues from glob-
al markets and persistent for-
eign fund inflows buoyed mar-
ket sentiment.  Foreign insti-
tutional investors remained
net buyers in the capital mar-
ket as they purchased shares
worth Rs 4,905.35 crore on
Tuesday, according to provi-
sional exchange data. 

Global equities held steady
after the recent rally fuelled by
encouraging COVID-19 vac-
cine trials, though the steadily
rising coronavirus cases
weighed on risk sentiment.

Domestic equities contin-
ued to maintain their north-
ward move mainly led by
rebound in financials and
automobiles, said Arjun Yash
Mahajan,Head Institutional
Business at Reliance Securities.
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The world’s biggest shipping
company, Denmark’s A.P.

Moller-Maersk, said
Wednesday that global con-
tainer volumes increased by
around 1 per cent in the third
quarter, a faster rebound than
expected earlier in the year. 

However, global demand
for containers is expected to
contract by 4-5% this year due
to Covid-19.

The company said its third
quarter revenue decreased by
1.4% to $9.9billion while its
profit rose to $947 million
from $520 million during the
same period a year earlier.

CEO Soeren Skou

said that “despite COVID-19
negatively affecting activities in
most of our businesses, our dis-
ciplined execution of the strat-
egy led to solid earnings and
cash flow growth in Q3.” 

He said that the group

had managed to simplify the
organization of its shipping
unit and had closed the acqui-
sition of KGH Customs
Services, a Sweden-based spe-
cialist in trade and customs
management services in
Europe.

In a statement, the group
said it looked “confidently past
the extraordinary 2020.” 
“However we remain well
aware of the high level of
uncertainty the pandemic and
associated lock downs contin-
ue to pose in the coming quar-
ters,” the company said.

A.P. Moller-Maersk is
based in Copenhagen, operates
in 130 countries and employs
roughly 80,000 people.
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Facing flak for App Stores 30 per
cent standard commission for

paid app revenue and in-app pur-
chases, Apple on Wednesday
unveiled a new developer pro-
gramme that will reduce the charge
by half for small businesses that earn
up to $1 million in revenue from
January 1.Apple said the new “App
Store Small Business Programme”
will benefit the vast majority of
developers who sell digital goods
and services on the store, providing
them with a reduced commission on
paid apps and in-app purchases.

To be launched on January 1,

the programme comes at an impor-
tant time as small and independent
developers continue working to
innovate and thrive during a peri-
od of unprecedented global eco-
nomic challenge.The programme’s
reduced commission means small
developers and aspiring entrepre-
neurs will have more resources to
invest in and grow their businesses
in the App Store ecosystem.”We’re
launching this programme to help
small business owners write the next
chapter of creativity and prosperi-
ty on the App Store, and to build the
kind of quality apps our customers
love,” Apple’s CEO Tim Cook said
in a statement.

����� -.�	/.
+0

Mining conglomerate
Vedanta has put in a pre-

liminary expression of interest
(EoI) for buying the govern-
ment’s stake in Bharat
Petroleum Corp Ltd (BPCL),
for which a major foreign play-
er too is said to be in race.

A special purpose vehicle
floated by the BSE-listed
Vedanta Ltd and its London-
based parent Vedanta
Resources submitted an EoI
before the close of deadline on
November 16.

“Vedanta’s EoI for BPCL is
to evaluate potential synergies
with our existing oil and gas
business,” the company said in
a statement. “The EoI is at a
preliminary stage and
exploratory in nature.”

Sources in the department
handling the sale said the EoI
has been put in by a special
purpose vehicle or SPV float-
ed by Vedanta Ltd and Vedanta
Resources.

They also stated that a

major foreign player was
among the three-four entities
whose EoIs were received by
the close of the bidding on
November 16.

The other potential
investors are foreign funds but
their identity was not immedi-
ately disclosed.

The government is selling
its entire 52.98 per cent stake
in India’s second largest fuel
retailer as part of plans to raise
a record Rs 2.1 lakh crore
from disinvestment proceeds in
2020-21 (April 2020 to March
2021).

But share price of BPCL
has plunged by nearly a fourth
since the time the strategic sale
was approved in November
last year.

At Wednesday’s closing
price of Rs 383.20 on BSE, the
government’s 52.98 per cent
stake in BPCL is worth just
over Rs 44,000 crore. Also, the
acquirer would have to make
an open offer for buying anoth-
er 26 per cent stake from the
public, which would cost about

Rs 21,600 crore.
Vedanta’s interest in BPCL

stems from its USD 8.67 billion
acquisition of oil producer
Cairn India nearly a decade
back.

The company produces oil
from oilfields in Rajasthan
which are used in refineries
such as those operated by
BPCL to turn them into petrol,
diesel and other fuels.

The government had at
the close of bidding stated that
“multiple” 

EoIs had been received. It,
however, did not reveal the
identity of the bidders.

Tuhin Kanta Pandey, sec-
retary, Department of
Investment and Public Asset
Management (DIPAM), which
is handling the strategic sale,
had tweeted on November 16
that the transaction advisors for
the sale of government’s 52.98
per cent stake in BPCL have
reported receiving “multiple
expressions of interest.”

“The transaction will move
to the second stage after scruti-
ny by TA,” he had said. TA
stands for transaction advisor.
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Domestic air passenger vol-
ume fell 57.21 per cent to

52.71 lakh in October over the
year ago period, as airlines
continued to operate at a much
lower capacity, the Directorate
General of Civil Aviation’s
(DGCA) data showed on
Wednesday.

The number of total pas-
sengers carried by domestic air-
lines in October last year stood
at 1.23 crore.

However, passenger load
factor (PLF) showed some
recovery in October due to
increase in demand after eas-
ing of lockdown restrictions

and onset of festive season,
DGCA said.The average load
factor of nine domestic airlines,
which operated flights during
the month, was at 59.2 per cent,
with scheduled commuter air-
line Star Air clocking the best
PLF at 71.6 per cent.

State-run helicopter oper-
ator Pawan Hans Ltd had the
lowest PLF at 21.9 per cent in
the previous month.Air India
flew 4.94 lakh passengers dur-
ing October, while IndiGo, the
largest carrier by market share,
flew 29.7 lakh passengers.
Passenger volume of SpiceJet
and GoAir stood at 7.04 lakh
and 3.95 lakh, respectively,
during the month.
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The rupee continued its
winning run for the third

session in a row on
Wednesday, spurting 27 paise
to settle at 74.19 against the
US dollar amid unabated
foreign fund inflows and a
weak greenback overseas.

At the interbank forex
market, the domestic unit
opened at 74.49 against the
US dollar and touched an
intra-day high of 74.09 and a
low of 74.52.   It finally
closed at 74.19 against the
greenback, registering a rise
of 27 paise over its previous
close.
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The novel Coronavirus has given a
new twist to the word ‘hygiene’
globally. While earlier, it was con-

sidered to be synonymous with cleanli-
ness, things have changed now. Words
like contamination, disinfectants and
sanitisation have become a part of our
everyday vocabulary. The pandemic has
shown us how serious gaps existed in the
way ‘hygiene’ was maintained prior to its
outbreak. In the post-pandemic world,
things are going to be a lot more focussed
and holistic as far as global hygiene prac-
tices and norms are concerned.

In the past, ‘sharing is caring’ was the
common philosophy. People shared
clothes, food, seats on public transport or
armrests in a film theatre. Now, ‘distanc-
ing is caring’ is the norm that we all strict-
ly adhere to. Forget seats, it is not even
advisable to sit beside anyone in a pub-
lic vehicle or premises. A visit to the local
grocery store or railway station is a good
enough indicator of how things have
changed. Elevators no longer have push
buttons, temperature guns are aimed at
you from a distance to check body tem-
perature and your hands are sprayed with
sanitisers before touching anyone. These
are some of the most visible and com-
monly followed protocols in the new
world. However, there is another key area
of focus which deserves greater attention
than ever, and that is personal and toilet
hygiene. 

COVID-19 is a respiratory tract
infection which first enters a healthy per-
son’s body when they inadvertently
inhale the contaminated respiratory
droplets released by an infected person.
Since the virus can survive outside the
human body for different durations

depending on the material it attaches itself
to, it can also enter a healthy person’s body
when the person touches a contaminat-
ed surface. That’s where public toilets are
garnering a lot of attention. In most
places, whether they are shopping malls
or office complexes or roadside public
washrooms, there is usually a lot of mess
and lack of hygiene. Floors can be dirty
and there is usually the stink in the air.
In the wake of the pandemic, everyone
is beginning to take note of this problem
and most people are now wary of using
public washrooms as they are deemed to
be unhygienic. To deal with the undesir-
able scenario of having to visit the com-
mon washrooms, people are increasing-
ly carrying their own tissue papers, toi-
let seat disinfectant sprays, liquid soaps
and hand sanitisers from trusted brands. 

From the sanitation point of view
also, things have changed tremendous-
ly. There is a lot of awareness about do’s
and don’ts in public toilets. For instance,
sanitation workers managing these
washrooms are now mandated to wear
PPE suits during their presence in the
washrooms. Additionally, they must
wear face shields and gloves at all times
to avoid directly touching any contam-
inated surfaces. In places like malls, mul-
tiplexes, airports and railway stations,
multiple cleaning rounds are now being
undertaken on an hourly or even greater
frequency unlike the past when two-
three rounds a day were considered to
be sufficient. 

The key to effective toilet hygiene
lies in understanding how the virus can
spread through contamination in pub-
lic washrooms and adhering to practices
that help us prevent such situations.

Whenever someone flushes in a public
toilet, there is an aerosol cloud created
which might contain some of the cont-
aminated respiratory droplets from an
infected person. It can hover around the
toilet seat and infect a healthy user who
subsequently uses the same toilet. To
prevent this from happening, the ideal
practice is to put down the lid on the toi-
let seat and then flush it. Also, it is
absolutely mandatory to wear face masks
even when one is inside the toilet and
alone. This can keep the user safe from
infection caused by the contaminated
droplets present in the air inside the
washrooms. Not only that, spitting
inside the washrooms is also strictly pro-
hibited now and violators of the proto-
cols often end up paying steep fines. 

Majority of people now stay away
from public washrooms in markets and
shopping malls or theatres, but if you are
on a long trip or in the office, usage of
the washroom becomes almost unavoid-
able. In such scenarios, it is important
to pay attention to small but highly ben-
eficial user tips. To begin with, you must
not touch the door handle with bare
hands to enter the washroom or the toi-
let stall. In case, you need to sit on the
toilet seat, inspect it carefully before
doing so. If you spot any dampness, wet
seat, urine or blood drops etc, use toi-
let paper to wipe off the surface in a way
that your hands don’t touch the surface
in any manner and dispose that wad of
toilet paper in the waste basket. The best
option would be to thoroughly spray the
toilet seat with a high-quality toilet seat
disinfectant spray capable of killing
harmful microbes such as virus or bac-
teria present on the surface. You need to

wait only for a few seconds after spray-
ing the seat while the spray kills the
germs and then you can confidently use
it. 

Similarly, there are also easy disinfec-
tant sprays, wipes and hand sanitisers
available in the market that can be used
to make other surfaces germ free. There
might be times when despite all the pre-
cautions, it becomes unavoidable or you
accidentally touch any surfaces such as
taps, door handles, counters or walls in
a public washroom. In such situations,
you should thoroughly wash your hands
using a soap and running water for 20
seconds in the manner prescribed by the
World Health Organisation. Alternatively,
good hand sanitisers with 60 per cent or
higher alcohol content can also be used
to disinfect your hands. This has to be
done before touching your eyes, nose,
mouth or any part of the face as the virus
can get transferred through touch.

While these are practices which have
been helping us keep ourselves protect-
ed from the pandemic, there are also var-
ious innovations and design changes
being integrated to address this issue
nowadays. For instance, sensor-driven
taps, lights, soap dispensers, automatic
flushes, doors and toilet lids are going to
constitute the smart toilets of the future.
The focus of hygiene practices in the post-
pandemic world is to use equipment that
helps us avoid contact with contaminat-
ed surfaces or infected people. Smart,
contactless processes and an unwavering
focus on personal as well as community
hygiene will eventually help us prevail
over the disease. 

(The writer Vikas Bagaria is the
founder of Pee Safe.)

Discovery Plus has come up with
its latest Emmy nominated

sports docu-series that follows piv-
otal moments in the life of former
world tennis champion, Serena
Williams. Titled Being Serena, the
five-episode documentary series
produced by HBO Sports and IMG’s
Original Content, showcases game

changing moments in her profes-
sional and personal life, tracking her
pregnancy, motherhood, comeback
and more. 

Serena’s success story goes well
beyond her 23 singles women’s
grand slam titles, 39 grand slams
overall and four Olympic Gold
Medals. Since her return to the court

after embracing motherhood, Serena
rose to dominance once again, qual-
ifying for four grand slam finals
between 2018 and 2019. While not
serving in the court, Serena she sup-
ports minorities and women by
funding their businesses through her
VC Serena Ventures.

Speaking on the occasion,
Serena said, “The documentary is
very close to my heart – it captured
my life during some of the most
unforgettable and challenging
moments in a really honest way. It
is a tribute to all the women who
have gotten back to work – or in my
case back on the court – after
becoming a mother. I am excited
that my fans in India will have a
chance to see my story.”

Speaking on the India launch of
the series, Issac John, Digital Head,
APAC – Discovery, said, “Serena is
not only a talented sporting hero but
she has also lived an exemplary life
off the court, making her a true role
model. One doesn’t have to be a ten-
nis fan to be awed by her incredible
resilience and grit. We are delight-
ed to provide Indian audiences with
this never-seen-before access into
the life and the journey of a living
legend.”

Apart from her grand slam suc-
cess, she has also been bestowed with
various other awards which include
Sports Illustrated’s Sportsperson of
the Year honours in 2015 and a four-
time awardee of the Associated
Press Female Athlete of the Year, first
in 2002 and most recently in 2015.

While the year has trolled
each one of us in style,

saving the best for the last,
Trolls World Tour is all set to
take over the theatres with its
English and Hindi edition.

Ending the year on a great
note for Indian audiences,
cinephiles are set to see the ani-
mated musical comedy on the
big screen. The film will feature
singer Neeti Mohan who will
lend her voice to the lead char-
acter Poppy in the second
installment of the film. With
Anna Kendrick regaling audi-
ences in the English version of
the film, Neeti will sing three
songs for the film — Koi Geet
Gao, Iss Pal Ko Jio, Trolls Toh
Karenge Fun.

Commenting on lending
her voice to the film, the singer
said, “Poppy sends across the
message that every girl is a
queen. She is a free-spirited soul
who is a ‘go getter’ and the char-
acter inspires the audiences to
a great extent. Which is why get-
ting the chance to be ‘Poppy
Mohan’ was a great thing. 

The dubbing experience
was challenging as it’s not easy
to translate songs or dialogues
to another language. Despite
that, I had a blast recording
those three songs and I feel that
this is an experience that’s
going to last forever.”

Commenting on the film,
Nitin Bikhchandani, General
Manager, NBCUniversal Media

LLC, said, “Owing to its promi-
nent elements of comedy and
music, this is a special film,
especially for the Indian market.
The first part of the film was
received with great response
from the audiences and the sec-
ond part promises to be even
grander. All I can say is, the film
has been worth the wait.”

It is directed by Walt
Dohrn, who served as co-
director on Trolls and is pro-
duced by returning producer
Gina Shay. It is co-directed by
David P. Smith and co-pro-
duced by Kelly Cooney Cilella,
both of whom worked on the
first Trolls. 

(The film releases on
November 19.)
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Dr SV Kota Reddy assumed
charge as VC of the VIT-

AP University. Dr D Subhakar
handed over the charge to the
new incumbent at a simple
function. While speaking at the
gathering, he urged the facul-
ty members to focus on inno-
vative research and asked the
staff to extend full support.

Dr Reddy has a Doctorate
in Mechanical Engineering
from IIT Bombay. On this
occasion, he held a meeting
with heads of the departments
and gave directions for smooth

delivery of services to the stu-
dents. He advised the univer-
sity to strictly follow the direc-
tions of the government from
time to time.

Professor Jagadish
Chandra Muduganti, Dean
Academics and Dr CLV
Sivakumar, Registrar, informed
the VC about initiatives taken
by the university to serve the
student community better, par-
ticularly strategies followed to
deliver the online classes, com-
bating difficulties created by
pandemic for physical delivery.

Kerala Chief Minister Pinarayi
Vijayan released a coffee table
book on Thiruvananthapuram

with a collection of images by emi-
nent photographer Raghu Rai for
Kerala Tourism as part of the capi-
tal city heritage project, yesterday.

A stunning visual treat —
Thiruvananthapuram — the artist’s
impression explores the city’s culture,
heritage and life through a fascinat-
ing collection of shots viewed
through the lens of Raghu Rai, cou-
pled with graphic descriptions by
writer Lekshmi Rajeev.

“This is a fantastic work that has
tapped fully the mesmerising power
of photography to capture the images
of the city,” said Vijayan, while
releasing the compendium through
a video conference.

State Tourism Minister
Kadakampally Surendran, who
presided over the function held at
Mascot Hotel, said, “This outstand-
ing work would add considerable
strength to the capital city heritage
project.”

Dr Shashi Tharoor, MP, and
Raghu Rai also joined the ceremo-
ny online. Rai said, “City of festivals,
it was an unforgettable experience to
capture the images of
Thiruvananthapuram with its
vibrant life and culture.” He added
that he has plans to write a book on
Kerala, too.

A visual statement on the city,
the 190-page work encapsulates its

history, culture and heritage. While
most similar collections have their
emphasis on nature, this work has its
accent on human life in the city.

Apart from the capital city, the
Tourism Department has been
implementing heritage projects to
protect and preserve historical and

cultural assets of Alappuzha, Muziris
and Thalassery, said Tourism
Secretary Rani George IAS.

M Vijayakumar, Chairman

KTDC, P Bala Kiran IAS, Tourism
Director, and V K Karthika, Editor
& Publisher, Amazon Westland,
attended the online event.

The International Conference on
Electronics, Photonics and Smart

Technologies (ICePhaST-2020) was
organised by the Department of
Electronics and Communication
Engineering through virtual platform. 

The event was inaugurated by
honourable chief guest Padmashri Dr
Mylswamy Annadurai, former direc-
tor of Indian Space Research
Organisation Satellite Centre, (ISAC),
Vice President-Tamil Nadu State
Council for Science and Technology,
Chairman-National Design and
Research Forum, India, who delivered
a technical talk on “Smart technolo-
gies in emerging space programme.”

The talk completely motivated young
and budding researchers in the field
of photonics and optical based satel-
lites. Faculty members, researchers
and students of SRM IST were very
proud, content and excited to have the
chief guest on the virtual conference.  

The three foreign delegates, pro-
fessor Hiroshi Inokawa, Shizuoka
University,  Japan, professor
Chennupati Jagadish, Australian
National University, Australia and
professor Stephen CR and University
of Michigan, USA, provided the
guest of honour address during the
inauguration.  Professor Hiroshi
Inokawa expressed the contentment

the long term technical relationship
with SRM IST and elaborated the
importance of organising confer-
ences under the photonics banner.

Professor  Chennupati Jagadish and
professor Stephen CR and showed the
interest of long term research collab-
orations with the department of

Electronics and Communication
Engineering, SRMIST.

The presidential address was
delivered by Dr Sandeep Sancheti, vice
chancellor, SRMIST, conveyed that
several programmes of this dimen-
sions are conducted by the department
of ECE, SRMIST, Kattankulathur.
The ICePhaST-2020 conference pro-
ceedings were released by Dr C
Muthamizhchelvan, ProVC,
Engineering and Technology, SRMIST
and congratulated the team for metic-
ulous planning and execution. The
gathering was felicitated by Dr TV
Gopal, Dean, College of Engineering
and Technology, SRMIST. 

Ashutosh Gangal, General
Manager, Northern

Railway, held a performance
review meeting with the
departmental heads of
Northern Railway through
video conferencing. Detailed
discussions were conducted
on the issues relating to — safe-
ty, rail fractures and rail joint
problems during winter, train
operations in foggy weather,
digitisation of railway, materi-
al management and scrap dis-
posal.

The GM advised on focus-
ing efforts on the maintenance
of track, welds of joints, signal-
ing systems and rolling stock
assets for unhindered running
of trains during the cold foggy
winter months. He added that
the frontline staff are the eyes
and ears of the railways, atten-
tion should be given to their
periodic training and sensitisa-
tion to use of gadgets.

He took stock of the works
being undertaken to remove
bottlenecks to enhance speed of
trains. Improvement of level
crossings, turnouts, doubling,
electrification, replacement of
rails construction of ROBs and
RUBs were some of the points

touched upon. He called upon
the concerned departments to
expedite the processes. He also
advised to maintain the ade-
quate stock pile of materials
needed for repair and mainte-
nance of assets along with the
timely disposal of scrap. He
insisted on completion of dig-
italisation of all railway records
to bring in more transparency
and clarity on land ownership
issues.

He expressed his concern
over the rising cases of signal
cable cutting by outsiders. He

was informed that such cases
are being dealt with heavy
hand and prosecuted under
Railways Act, signaling systems
have been made fog conducive
and detonators have been pro-
vided. 

Expressing satisfaction on
the performance of the various
departments, Gangal shared
that there has been no conse-
quential train accident report-
ed in the zone, the punctuali-
ty has been high and efforts are
on to complete the engineering
works.

Asmall-scale investiture ceremony was organ-
ised at CISF Headquarters in New Delhi,

observing all the necessary COVID-19 preven-
tive measures. The officers and personnel of CISF
were honoured with police medals. During the
ceremony, Rajesh Ranjan, DG, CISF decorated the
following officers and personnel:

President’s Police Medal for Distinguished
Service: awarded on Republic Day 2020

H S Karmyal, Assistant Commandant

Police Medal for Meritorious Service: awarded
on Independence Day- 2018, 2019, 2020 and
Republic Day 2020
1) Pradip Kumar Bharti, DIG Independence Day

2019
2) Ganga Shankar, Sr Commandant

Independence Day 2018
3) Apoorv Pandey, Sr Commandant

Independence Day 2018
4) Anil Damor, Sr Commandant Independence

Day 2019
5) Md Abdus Salam, Assistant Commandant

Republic Day 2020
6) Yadukul Bhusan, Assistant Commandant

Independence Day 2020
7) Mahendra Pratap Singh, Inspector

Independence Day 2020

President’s Fire Service Medal For Distinguished
Service
P Vinod, Dy. Commandant/ Fire, Independence
Day 2019

The DG, CISF congratulated all the medal
winners for winning the laurels for the Force.

The Union Minister of State
(I/C) Development of

North Eastern Region
(DoNER), MoS PMO,
Personnel, Public Grievances
and Pensions, Atomic Energy
and Space, Dr Jitendra Singh
said that  under the leadership
of Prime Mininster Narendra
Modi, the Department of
Pensions and Pensioners’
Welfare (DoPPW) is trying to
make the pensioners ‘atam-
nirbhar’. They are doing it by
promoting the Digital Life
Certificate for pensioners,
which can be given from the
comfort of one’s home. Earlier,
due to the difficulties faced by
the pensioners in submitting
the Life Certificate because of
COVID-19 pandemic, the gov-
ernment has relaxed the exist-
ing timeline for submission
from November 1 to
December 31. 

Addressing an interactive
session of Bhrahma Kumari
Sister Shivani on “Power of
thoughts and meditation in
COVID-19 pandemic” organ-
ised by DoPPW, Dr Jitendra
said that the pensioners as
senior citizens being the most
vulnerable group in the wake
of the pandemic need a help-
ing hand and compassionate
ears in addition to medical
care. “Such programmes will
help them to tackle their men-
tal stress level, thus, protecting
them from physical illness as
well,” added he.

While appreciating the ses-
sion, he said that senior citizens
always have a lot to offer to the

society and their valuable expe-
riences can bring positive
changes to the society. The key
to happiness is being grateful
for all that we have.

Endorsing the thoughts
on building positivity in life, Dr
Jitendra also said, “Lifestyle
modifications are must in this
period of global health crisis as
one should liberate oneself
from nagging thoughts. One
should add life to the years and
not years to the life.”

Dr Kshatrapati Shivaji,
Secretary (Pension and
Pensioners’ Welfare) and Sanjiv
Narain Mathur, Joint Secretary
(Pension and Pensioners’
Welfare) along with other
senior officials and office bear-
ers of the Pensioners’
Associations were present in
this digital event.

The programme was
aimed to sensitise senior pen-
sioner on mental well-being
during the pandemic. The
DoPPW has been taking extra
efforts for organising pro-
grammes for addressing pen-
sioners’ health issues.

The Kalinga Institute of Industrial
Technology (KIIT) Deemed to be

University has won the THE Awards Asia
2020 declared by the Times Higher
Education (THE) on Tuesday. KIIT, which
has been declared winner in the category
‘Workplace of the Year’, is the only institute
in India to get such a prestigious recogni-
tion. It got this recognition “for its unstint-

ing commitment to its staff and students,
in particular to its early career faculty.”

KIIT is known for its decentralised gov-
ernance, where prominent staff are provid-
ed with ample autonomy and power to
deliver their assignments. It is the only self-
financing university which is above fami-
ly domination. All senior functionaries are
renowned academicians and they are cho-
sen through a transparent process with
merit as the only criteria.

Staff and faculty members gave all the
credits to Founder, Dr Achyuta Samanta for
the achievement. Dr Samanta has given a
lot of importance on working comfortably
with freedom both in financial and admin-
istrative aspects. He has created an ambi-
ence and work culture where faculty and
staff could work with free hand to deliver
their assignments. As a result, KIIT has been
a student, parent, people and environment-
friendly campus since its inception.

THE judging panel, joined by guest
experts, evaluated hundreds of institutions
that have launched initiatives to support stu-
dents, teachers, researchers and local com-
munities before declaring KIIT the winner.
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Ferran Torres grabbed a
hat-trick as Spain con-
demned Germany to their

worst defeat in 89 years on
Tuesday, winning 6-0 in Seville
to qualify for the UEFA Nations
League finals and join France,
who came from behind to beat
Sweden 4-2.

Manchester City forward
Torres was the star for Spain,
who were as brilliant as
Germany were bad. The result
raises further questions about
Germany coach Joachim Löw,
who was already under pres-
sure coming into this game.

“This has been a black day
for us,” admitted Löw after
Germany’s heaviest defeat since
losing 6-0 to Austria in 1931.

They came into their final
game in League A, Group 4 on
top, a point clear of Spain, and
so only needed a draw at an
empty La Cartuja to qualify for
the finals in October next year.

But Alvaro Morata headed
Spain in front in the 17th
minute before Torres crashed
in the second on 33 minutes
after Dani Olmo’s header hit

the bar.
His City team-mate Rodri

headed in another to make it 3-
0 for Spain before the end of a
first half in which they lost
Sergio Canales and skipper
Sergio Ramos to injury, with
the latter coming off
feeling his hamstring.

Germany’s defence
was posted missing as
Jose Gaya burst through
and squared for Torres
to get the fourth on 55
minutes, and Fabian
Ruiz teed up the 20-
year-old Torres to com-
plete his hat-trick.

Serge Gnabry hit the bar
for Germany before substitute
Mikel Oyarzabal completed
the rout.

“It was one of the best and
most complete matches of the
Spanish national team,” said
Spain coach Luis Enrique.

Germany now have sever-
al months to reflect on this loss
before the start of 2022 World
Cup qualifying in March and
then the delayed Euro 2020 in
June and July.

Spain, meanwhile, become
the second side to qualify for

the Nations League finals after
France clinched their place by
beating Portugal at the week-
end.

WIN WITH LATE GOAL
The World Cup holders

finished off their League A,
Group 3 campaign by beating
Sweden behind closed doors at
the Stade de France as Olivier
Giroud continued his remark-
able scoring record for Les
Bleus with a brace.

Viktor Claesson’s deflected
early strike gave Sweden the
lead, but Giroud soon equalised
and Benjamin Pavard put
France ahead before half-time.

Giroud then headed in
Kylian Mbappe’s cross to make
it 3-1 before the hour mark,
and Kingsley Coman scored
France’s final goal at the death
after Robin Quaison had net-
ted Sweden’s second.

Having recently overtaken
Michel Platini’s tally of 41 goals
for Les Bleus, Giroud is now on
44 and is closing in on Thierry
Henry’s overall record mark of
51.

The 34-year-old remains a
key player for France despite
being on the periphery with his
club Chelsea, for whom he has

started just once this sea-
son, in the League Cup.

Sweden finish bot-
tom of the group behind
Croatia and are relegated
to the second-tier League
B for the next edition of
the competition.

That is despite 10-
man Croatia losing 3-2 at

home to Portugal in Split, with
Manchester City defender
Ruben Dias getting a 90th-
minute winner for the 2019
Nations League champions.

Chelsea’s Mateo Kovacic
had scored twice for Croatia,
either side of Dias’s first of the
night and a Joao Felix effort for
Portugal, who featured
Cristiano Ronaldo wearing the
captain’s armband.

The remaining two spots in
the Nations League semi-finals
will be decided on Wednesday,
with Italy and Belgium current-
ly in pole position.
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India’s premier strike bowlers
Jasprit Bumrah and

Mohammed Shami are unlike-
ly to play all the upcoming six
white-ball games against
Australia as the team manage-
ment would like to keep them
battle-ready for the four-Test
series starting December 17.

India are starting their
two month tour of Australia
with three ODIs followed by
as many T20Is — to be
played between
November 27 to
December 8 in
Sydney and
Canberra.

If sources in
BCCI are to be
believed, Bumrah and
Shami’s workload
management is para-
mount for head coach
Ravi Shastri and bowl-
ing coach Bharath
Arun in case Ishant
Sharma is not available
for the first Test.

The first red ball warm-up
game at Drummoyne Oval will
be played between December 6-
8.

However, India’s second and
third T20Is will be coinciding
with the first warm-up game for
the Tests.

There is a school of
thought that with Bumrah
and Shami both being
integral to India’s Test
match plans, the manage-
ment (head coach Ravi

Shastri, captain Virat
Kohli and bowling
coach Bharat
Arun) will not risk
playing them in
six back to back
games in only 12

days.
“If both

(Bumrah and
Shami) play the

T20Is (on Dec 4, 6 and
8), then they will have
one warm-up match
less which I don’t
think the team man-

agement will fancy at

this moment,” a source said.
So, there is a chance that

Shami and Bumrah will be
rotated during the white-ball
series.

Shami has been seen pri-
marily bowling with pink and
red balls during net sessions,
which is an indicator of where
his and team’s priorities lie.

It may be possible that both
Bumrah and Shami will play the
ODIs where they can bowl their
10 over quota and then switch
to Test match mode by playing
the warm-up games which will
help them get the overs under
their belt before the Day-Night
game at Adelaide Oval.

In fact, there is a pink ball
warm-up game at the SCG from
December 11-13 where India’s
likely 11 is set to play in the dress
rehearsal.

In that case, the T20 first XI
might feature Deepak Chahar,
Thangarasu ‘Yorker’ Natarajan
and Navdeep Saini as the pace
trio with Yuzvendra Chahal,
Ravindra Jadeja and Washington
Sundar in the spin attack.

�
��
��A five-match Test series
against India will headline
England’s bumper home sum-
mer in 2021 as the country’s
cricket board on Wednesday
unveiled a provisional fixture
with plans to get crowds back
into the stadiums.

The matches against India
are scheduled for August-
September.

The England and Wales
Cricket Board (ECB) seems
eager to stage the return of fans
into the playing arena from the
next season onwards depending
on the Covid-19 situation.

“We had an amazing sum-
mer of international cricket this
year with some memorable per-
formances, and we know how
much enjoyment it brought to
people whilst staying at home,”

ECB chief executive officer,
Tom Harrison, said in a release.
“Next year we’ve got another big
international programme to
look forward to, with the thrill
of a five-Test series against India
as the centrepiece, compelling
white ball series for our men and
women, and an Ashes Series for
our Visually Impaired team.” 

Much to the delight of
English cricket fans craving for
Live action, the CEO added, “It’s
an exciting prospect for England
fans, and while Covid-19 means
there’s still a great deal of uncer-
tainty, we really hope to be able
to welcome fans back into the
grounds safely next year to
bring that unique atmosphere to
stadia across the country.”

The Test series against India
is due to conclude the men’s

international summer, with
matches at Trent Bridge, Lord’s,
Headingley, the Kia Oval and
Old Trafford.

The series is due to get
underway on August 4 at Trent
Bridge, with following matches
taking place at Lord’s,
Headingley and The Oval,
before finishing up in
Manchester on September 14.

Before the assignments
against India, Sri Lanka are due
to play three ODIs from June 29
to July 4, with Pakistan arriving
for three T20Is and three ODIs
between July 8 and 20.

The ODIs will be played in
Cardiff, Lord’s and Birmingham
on July 8, 10 and 13, while the
T20Is will be in Nottingham,
Leeds and Manchester on July
16, 18 and 20 respectively. PTI


