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In one of the major anti-infil-
tration operations in the

last seven months, three heav-
ily-armed terrorists were
gunned down during a fierce
gunfight while four soldiers,
including an officer of the
Indian Army, lost their lives in
the line of duty in Machil sec-
tor of North Kashmir’s
Kupwara district on Sunday.

The icy heights of Keran
sector in North Kashmir’s
Kupwara district had earlier
witnessed a hand-to-hand
combat on April 5 when elite
para commandos eliminated
five terrorists in one of the
deadliest operations. All five
commandos also laid down
their lives while foiling the infil-
tration bid.

On late Saturday night, the
anti-infiltration operation was
launched while the terrorists
attempted to breach the Anti
Infiltration Obstacle system
(AIOS) along the Line of

Control (LoC) in a desperate
bid to infiltrate inside the
Indian territory ahead of the
closing down of the mountain
passes due to fresh snowfall in
the higher reaches of North
Kashmir. According to the
recent assessment of the various
intelligence agencies around
200-250 terrorists were waiting
across different launch pads to

infiltrate inside the Indian ter-
ritory before the peak winters
set in the coming weeks.

Around 1 am, a patrol
party of the Border Security
Force (BSF) first noticed the
suspicious movements near
the LoC and challenged the
intruders, leading to a three-
hour gun-battle in which a ter-
rorist was eliminated. One

BSF constable was also killed
in action.

Confirming the sequence
of events a Srinagar-based
defence spokesperson Col
Rajesh Kalia in a written state-
ment said, “At about 1 am, a
BSF patrol noticed suspicious
movement near the Anti-
Infiltration Obstacle System
(LoC fence), 3.5 km from the
LoC. The BSF personnel chal-
lenged the infiltrators and a
gunbattle ensued, in which a
terrorist was killed,” he said.

“A BSF soldier was killed in
action (KIA) and the firefight
stopped,” Col Kalia said in a
statement.

He said more troops were
rushed to the area and the
movement of the terrorists was
tracked with the help of sur-
veillance devices.

“Contact was re-estab-
lished at 10.20 am when heavy
fire was drawn by own search
parties approximately 1.5 km
from the LoC. 

Continued on Page 6
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Deadly Covid-19 killed a
fifth of all cancer patients

who contract the virus, cau-
tioned scientists after analysing
data from across the globe. 

In fact, they found that
cancer patients who contract
Covid-19 face a mortality rate
of 22.4 per cent, i.e. 273 times
higher than the death rate for
non-cancer patients infected
with virus.

The study, which was pub-
lished in the Journal of the
National Cancer Institute, also
showed that those with lung
and blood cancer face a high-
er risk. 

In contrast, other known
risk factors such as diabetes
and heart disease were less sig-

nificant to those in the cancer
group. The international study
holds importance for India
which, as per recent World
Cancer Report, in 2018 there
are about 1.16 million new
cases, 784,800 deaths, and
2.26 million five-year preva-
lent cases. 

And that one in 10 Indians
will develop cancer during
their lifetime and one in 15 will
die of the disease.

Researchers looked at 15
studies from across the world
which in total involved 3,019
patients and also found that
treatment such as chemother-
apy has no effect on mortali-

ty rate. 
Continued on Page 6
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Pledging to be the President
of all Americans, Joe Biden

has sought an immediate end to
the “grim era of demonisation”
in the deeply-polarised nation,
as he and his running mate
Kamala Harris celebrated their
historic triumph over Donald
Trump in a bitter and closely-
fought presidential election.

“I pledge to be a President
who seeks not to divide, but to
unify; who doesn’’t see red
states and blue states, only sees
the United States,” Biden, 77,
said in his victory speech before
a drive-in audience in his home-
town, Wilmington, Delaware on
Saturday night, nearly ending
the uncertainty over the out-
come of Tuesday’’s election.

Biden, who has succeeded
in his third bid to the White
House, thanked his supporters,
saying he had earned votes
from the “broadest and most
diverse coalition in American

history.” “I am humbled by the
trust and confidence you’’ve
placed in me,” who will be the
oldest US president when he
would be sworn-in on January
20, 2021, said amid applause
and cheers from the audience.

“The people of this nation
have spoken, they’’ve deliv-
ered us a clear victory, a con-
vincing victory, a victory for
‘We the People’,” he said, refer-
ring to more than 74 million

voters who backed him. Biden
ran twice unsuccessfully for
president — in 1988 and 2008.

Noting that he ran as a
proud Democrat, Biden said he
will now be an American
President. “I will work as hard
for those who didn’t vote for
me — as those who did.

Trump has so far refused to
concede the election that attract-
ed a record number of
Americans to cast their votes
amidst the Covid-19 pandem-
ic. He has announced filing
multiple lawsuits against the
election results in key battle-
ground states like Pennsylvania,
where Biden was born and that
gave him the crucial 20 electoral
votes to cross the magic figure
of 270 he needed to win.

The Democratic Party
leader also reached out to dis-
appointed Trump voters, say-
ing he would act as their pres-
ident as much as he would for
those who voted for him.

Continued on Page 6
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On the fourth anniversary of
his controversial

announcement of the demon-
etisation, Prime Minister
Narendra Modi on Sunday
hailed the move, which, he said,
had hit the black money and
increased transparency in the
economy.

The sudden move of Modi
on November 8, 2016, had
invited widespread criticism
from the Opposition and econ-
omists. Modi took to Twitter
saying, “Demonetisation has

helped reduce black money,
increase tax compliance and
formalisation and given a boost
to transparency.”

The Prime Minister said
these outcomes have been
greatly beneficial towards
national progress. 

On the occasion, the ruling
BJP said that in 2016-17,
Unified Payments Interface
(UPI) saw transactions worth
Rs 6,952 crore while it
increased to Rs 21 lakh crore in
2019-20. UPI is an immediate
real-time payment system that
helps in instantly transferring

the funds between the two
bank accounts through a
mobile platform.

Continued on Page 6
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India and China on Sunday
said the latest round of mil-

itary level talks was “candid, in
depth and constructive.”  

The parleys held on
Friday, however, could not
achieve any breakthrough on
defusing tension at the Line of
Actual Control (LAC).

In a statement issued both
in Beijing and New Delhi, the
two countries said it was
agreed to implement the
important consensus reached
by the leaders of the two
nations.  

The statement also said
the two Armies also agreed
that the frontline troops “exer-
cise restraint and avoid mis-
understanding and miscalcu-

lation.”
The Corps Commander-

level talks were held at
Chushul border meeting point
on Friday at the LAC with Lt
General P G K Menon head-
ing the Indian delegation while
Major General Liu Lin led the
Chinese tea.  

The Indian team also
included Naveen Srivastava,
Joint Secretary (East Asia) in
the Ministry of External
Affairs.  

The talks went on for
more than ten hours and the
two commanders agreed to
have another round of meet-
ing soon.

The statement said both
sides agreed to maintain dia-
logue and communication
through military and diplo-
matic channels, and take for-
ward the discussions for the
settlement of outstanding
issues.

Continued on Page 6
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With stubble fires continu-
ing to be reported in

Punjab and nearby regions,
the national Capital’s air qual-
ity was recorded in “severe” cat-
egory on Sunday.  According to
the Central Pollution Control
Board’s (CPCB) mobile app
SAMEER, Delhi’s overall air
quality index (AQI) was
recorded at 426 which falls in
the ‘severe’ category.

The Ministry of Earth
Sciences’ air quality monitor
System of Air Quality and

Weather Forecasting and
Research (SAFAR) said the sit-
uation was unlikely to improve
unless a drastic reduction takes
place in stubble fire counts.

“Surface winds have
become calm, which were
moderate so far, and are fore-
casted to stay low in magni-
tude for the next two days.
This is the major factor due to
which no quick recovery is
expected unless a drastic
reduction in fire counts takes
place,” SAFAR said.

According to SAFAR, stub-
ble fire counts over Punjab,
Haryana, UP, Uttarakhand and
neighbouring areas stood high
at 3,780 on Saturday and its
share in PM 2.5 in Delhi’s air
was estimated as 29 per cent for
Sunday. It was estimated as 32
per cent for Saturday.

Continued on Page 6
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Dungarpur (Rajasthan):
Delhi has hit the peak of the
third wave of Covid-19 and
the number of cases suggests
that it has been the worst since
the virus arrived in the city
and it will come down soon,
Delhi Health Minister
Satyendar Jain said on Sunday.

New Delhi: The Congress has
called demonetisation as an
“anti-poor” move. Also, the
party is observing November 8
as the “Viswasghaat Diwas”,
running an online campaign.
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Apoliceman was crushed to
death by criminals

involved in illegal mining in
Khairagarh area in Agra on
Sunday morning.

Superintendent of police
(City) Rohan Pramod con-
firmed that the criminals
crushed police constable Sonu
Kumar Choudhury under the
wheels of their tractor-trolley
laden with sand near Bara
Nagla village.

After the incident, the
criminals opened fire to scare
the people who tried to chase
them. 

There were around 5-6
tractor-trolleys bringing illegal

sand from Rajasthan.
There were around 7

policemen of Saiya police sta-
tion led by Sub Inspector Amit
Kumar and when Sonu tried to
stop one of the tractor-trolleys,
its driver crushed him, killing
the cop on the spot.

The SP (City) said efforts
were on to nab the culprits. 

����	�
Meanwhile, the Special

Task Force nabbed the son of
a former MLA of Naseerabad
in Ajmer for his alleged
involvement in the Animal
Husbandry and Civil Supplies
departments scams on
Saturday.

The arrested person was

identified as Sunil Gurjar aka
Monti Gurjar of Rajasthan. He
is a close aide of Ashish Rai,
who is presently in jail for the
crime. 

Sunil was nabbed from
Jaipur airport when he board-
ed a plane to flee the country.
Police had issued a lookout
notice against him and a case
was registered against him at
Hazratganj Kotwali in
Lucknow.       

Sunil owned his crime and
disclosed that he along
with Ashish had duped inno-
cent businessmen in the
name of facilitating tenders
to them of the Animal
Husbandry and Civil Supplies
departments.

��
�� 2�!��4�

The Uttar Pradesh Congress, on the
fourth anniversary of demonetisa-

tion, reiterated that the sudden with-
drawal of the high value currency
notes by the Union government in 2016
was an “organised loot and legalised
plunder”. 

The Congress observes the day as
‘Betrayal Day’ (Vishwasghaat Diwas).

Senior Congress leader Pramod
Tewari said here on Sunday that the
demonetisation of the high value cur-
rency notes was betrayal of the poor,
farmers, women and youth and the
decision was against the interest and
aspirations of the 138 crore people of
India and also a huge blow to the
nation’s economy.  

Tewari said that the “organised
loot and legalised plunder” in the cover
of demonetisation broke the financial
backbone of millions of Indians who
were employed in unorganised sector.

He said the sudden demonetisation
of the high value currency notes
immensely benefited the coteries of
industrialists and capitalists close to
Prime Minister Narendra Modi.  

He said former Prime Minister
Manmohan Singh had also termed
demonetisation as “organised loot and
legalised plunder”.

Demanding an apology from the
prime minister, the Congress leader
claimed all the claims made by
Narendra Modi on the virtues of
demonetisation had proved false and
the people of the country were still reel-
ing under its adverse impact.
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In the ongoing Mati Kala Fair, the state
government has allowed roadside pot-

ters to rub shoulders with the best in the
trade so that they may get business. For this
the government has decided to give stalls
to 25 local craftsmen.

“Artisans who are selling their prod-
ucts on roadside have also been invited to
participate in the fair and the Mati Kala
Board will arrange lodging facilities for
them,” Additional Chief Secretary (MSME)
Navneet Sehgal said.

It may be mentioned here that the UP
Khadi and Village Industries Board
(UPKVIB) has organised this fair in an
effort to provide a platform to artisans and

craftsmen to showcase their skills to the
people.

“With a footfall of 1,500 to 2,000
daily in view of the upcoming Deepawali
festival, they are also getting good busi-
ness,” the additional chief secretary
said..

This initiative of the Yogi Adityanath
government is not only as per Prime
Minister Narendra Modi’s appeal of Vocal
for Local but is also directly helping
craftsmen and artisans on the ground level
as the fair is receiving a good response
from the public.

During the recent coronavirus induced
lockdown, the work of these clay artisans
came to a standstill as they were left with
no market. The fair has come as a breather

to them as it not only offered a platform
but also brought smiles on their faces dur-
ing Deepawali. 

As many as 35 craftsmen and artisans
from 15 districts, including Gorakhpur,
Prayagraj, Varanasi, Azamgarh, Agra,
Pratapgarh, Kushinagar, have put up their
stalls at the fair and so far, sale of over Rs
8.60 lakh has been registered in the first
four days.  

Besides clay products like diyas
(lamps), utensils, idols of Laxmi and
Ganesh, people are also showing interest
in the live demonstration of the making of
these products. 

The fair is going on at the premises of
UPKVIB in Dalibagh, Lucknow and will
continue till November 13.
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To ensure that no one is
deprived of the joy of light-

ing a lamp of faith in the dar-
bar of Ram Lalla, the state gov-
ernment has made a plan to
guarantee virtual attendance of
millions of devotees in the
darbar this year at Ayodhya
during the Deepotsava.

“On the special instruc-
tions of Uttar Pradesh Chief
Minister Yogi Adityanath, the
government will launch a por-
tal where virtual lamps can be
lit by the devotees,” an official
said here on Sunday.

He said that the ‘virtual’
Deepotsava would be no less
real than the actual one and
thus this platform would enable
a never before real experience.

The portal will have a por-
trait of Shri Ram Lalla
Virajman before which the vir-
tual lamps will be lit. The por-
tal will offer the facility to pick
up the lamp stand of one’s
choice — steel, brass or of any
other material. An option of
using ghee or oil will also be
available for the devotees.

“Not only this, the hands of
the person lighting up the
lamp will be based on whether
the devotee is a man or a
woman. After the lamps are lit,
based on the details of the
devotees, a thank you digital
letter carrying the picture of
Shri Ram Lalla from the UP
CM will also be issued,” the
official said.

The web portal will be
available for the common peo-
ple before the main event on
November 13.

It may be mentioned here
that Prime Minister Narendra
Modi will participate in the
Deepotsava in ‘virtual mode’.

However ,Yogi Adityanath
has issued instructions to make
the Ayodhya Deepotsava
grander this time without any
breach of Covid protocol.
Directives have also been
issued to hold different events
daily and to ensure that all

Covid protocols are adhered to. 
The chief minister has also

said that on Deepotsava, along
with Ram Ki Pauri, all Mutts,
temples and homes will also
light lamps so that the whole
temple town of Ayodhya is lit
up in bright light. The govern-
ment is aiming to light up some
5.51 lakh lamps this time.

The chief minister will
view tableaux depicting various
episodes of Ramayan. He will
also perform the aarti of Ram
Lalla at the Ram Janmabhoomi
premises.

��
�� 2�!��4�

The elections to the three tier
Panchayat Raj institutions

in Uttar Pradesh are likely to be
held in February next year. 

The election process is
expected to be completed
ahead of the commencement of
the UP Board’s high school and
intermediate examinations.

The State Election
Commission has started the
process of delimitation of pan-
chayat and urban local body
constituencies. The process of
delimitation of panchayats

bodies in Gautam Buddha
Nagar, Gonda, Sambhal and
Moradabad districts will begin
from Monday. 

Additional Chief Secretary
(Panchayati Raj) Manoj Kumar
Singh has issued orders for the
same. 

The reorganisation of pan-
chayats will be notified in the
gazette by December 18.

The additional chief secre-
tary has set the timetable for
delimitation in these four dis-
tricts and proposals will be
taken from Monday onwards to
November 20 in relation to the

reorganisation of the three-
tier gram panchayats. For the
reorganisation and delimitation
of gram panchayats from
November 21 to 25, the final
publication of the proposal
prepared at the district level
will be done.

Objections will be received
up to December 2 on final pub-
lication. After this, the final rec-
ommendations on all applica-
tion forms will be sent to the
Panchayati Raj department by
December 6 and a notification
for the completion of delimita-
tion will be issued from

December 7 to 13. The gazette
notification of the same will be
issued from December 14 to 18.

According to information,
by the end of the year, the revi-
sion of the voter list of pan-
chayats will also be completed.
Significantly, the term of the
panchayats in the state will end
on December 25. 

The preparations for the
panchayat elections were
scheduled to commence from
March this year, but had to be
postponed due to the COVID-
19 pandemic and subsequent
lockdown.
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Uttar Pradesh Chief
Minister Yogi Adityanath

has directed the chief secretary
and the director general of
police to ensure speedy dispos-
al of common man’s griev-
ances at block, tehsil and police
station levels.

Addressing a meeting here
on Sunday, the chief minister
said that the public faced most
of the problems at these three
levels hence quick disposal of
their complaints and proper
monitoring of the disposal
should be ensured.

He said that police stations,
blocks and tehsils should
change their working for bet-
terment with punctuality of the
local officials. 

“Other logistics like attend-
ing to people’s grievances
should also be taken care of,” he
added.

The chief minister also
directed officials to evolve a
system for online submission of
grievances by the people as this
would speed up the redressal
system,. 

Reaffirming his govern-
ment’s commitment to prompt
disposal of the people’s griev-
ances, the chief minister said
that laxity would not be toler-
ated in this regard and the
erring officials would face
action.
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Stressing the need to keep a
close watch on the possible

second wave of novel coron-
avirus infection, Uttar Pradesh
Chief Minister Yogi Adityanath
on Sunday said that special
attention should be paid to
Meerut and other districts
reporting 50 to 100 positive
cases daily.

Emphasising the use of
public address systems to
spread awareness about pre-
ventive measures against coro-
navirus infection and infectious
diseases, the chief minister
said that it was very important
in these times to contain
COVID-19.

The chief minister, who
was presiding over an Unlock
review meeting at his official
residence here, said that it
should be ensured that all
Covid protocols were com-
plied with effectively to check
the spread of coronavirus infec-
tion. “An awareness campaign
should be launched to make
people aware of the need to
wear masks and it should also
be ensured that social distanc-
ing was also followed strictly,”
he said.

Directing officials to con-
tinue sanitation work continu-
ously, he said that no objection
certificate (NOC) of fire safe-
ty should be made mandatory
for all hospitals and medical
institutions.

Yogi Adityanath said that
in accordance with the instruc-
tions of the UP Labour
(Employment Exchange and
Job) Commission, the district
magistrates should regularly
review the developments works
for providing jobs to labourers
and workers. 

The chief minister said
that farmers should not face
any inconvenience at the paddy
purchase centres and asked
officials to ensure that the ben-
efits of maximum support price
(MSP) were extended to the
farmers. The chief minister
also directed officials to make
farmers aware of the need to
bring paddy to the purchase
centres after properly thresh-
ing, sieving and drying it. He
said that if required, the district
magistrates should increase
the number of purchase centres
in their districts. 

Directives were also issued

to operate sugarcane purchase
centres actively.

The chief minister said
that all the government
schemes should be reviewed
regularly by the divisional com-
missioners and it should also be
ensured that all the revenue
related disputes were resolved
timely at the tehsil level.

Yogi Adityanath said that
all the block development offi-
cers (BDOs) should continu-
ously monitor the develop-
mental works at block level and
ensure that people received all
the benefits of the schemes and
developmental works of the
state government.  

Directing officials to ensure
transparency at police stations
in providing solution to the
problems of the people, the
chief minister said that all
works at the police stations,
tehsils and development blocks
should be completed on time.

He said that when small
units performed their respon-
sibilities well, it brought a pos-
itive change on a large scale and
such radical changes should
also be seen at tehsils, police
stations and development block
levels.

Regarding stubble burning,
the chief minister said that the
farmers should be made aware
of the environmental pollution
caused by burning of stubble
and that it also reduced the fer-
tility of the soil.

The chief minister instruct-
ed officials to be more vigilant
in view of the upcoming festi-
vals and said that it should be
ensured that firecracker units
were not established in popu-
lated areas. 

“In view of the winters,
‘rain baseras’ (night shelters)
should be established and they
should be equipped with all the
facilities,” he added.
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A22-year-old undergraduate student
was allegedly raped by one of her

relatives at her home in Girwa police
station area of the district, police said
on Sunday.

Circle Officer Siyaram of Naraini
Circle, under which Girwa police sta-
tion falls, said the student was raped by
her 25-year-old relative on Friday.

He said the accused used to visit the
girl’s house.

He visited her house on Friday and
finding her sleeping, raped her, he
added.

CO Siyaram said the accused also
made a video of his act and threatened
the girl to make it viral on social media
if she dared tell anybody about the inci-
dent.

The girl has been sent for medical
examination, he said, adding efforts are
on to nab the accused. PTI CORR NAV 
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SANT KABIR NAGAR: A man was
arrested here on Sunday in connection
with the alleged abduction, rape and
killing of a 7-year-old girl, police said.

Superintendent of Police Brijesh
Singh said the girl had gone missing on
November 4 and her body was recov-

ered on Saturday. During post mortem,
rape was confirmed, he said.

The arrested accused has confessed
to his crime. He told police that on
November 4 when he saw the girl all
alone, he abducted her. The man then
took her to a jungle, raped and then
killed her, the police officer said.   

Singh said the accused was recent-
ly released from jail on bail in a case of
having unnatural sex with a boy. 
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BALLIA: A 24-year-old man was arrest-
ed for allegedly abducting and raping
a minor girl on the pretext of marriage,
police said on Sunday.

“On August 28, a 16-year-old girl
was abducted by her 24-year-old neigh-
bor and taken to Kerala. The girl was
raped on the pretext of marriage,”
Station House Officer of Bairia police
station Sanjay Tripathi said.

“On the complaint of the girl’s
father, a case has been registered against
the accused under the India Penal Code
and the Protection of Children from
Sexual Offences Act,” he added.

Police said the girl was rescued and
sent for medical examination.

The accused has been sent to jail,
they added. 
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MAU: A 30-year-old woman allegedly
consumed poison after administering it
to her children’s food, killing herself and
her six-month old son on Sunday, said
police.

The woman’s three-year-old daugh-
ter was admitted to a hospital here in
an unconscious state and is undergoing
treatment, they said.

Anamika, the wife of Mau resident
Santosh Gautam, allegedly took the
drastic step after an argument with her
husband, said city Circle Officer Naresh
Kumar.

He said the incident occurred in
Bhupat Nagar locality under Dakshin
Tola police station of the city.  Police is
probing into the incident 
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UNNAO: Two people were killed and
three others critically injured after the
car they were travelling in burst a tyre
and fell into a pit on a highway in Unnao
district of Uttar Pradesh on Sunday,
police said.

Circle Officer of Bangarmau Anjani
Kumar Rai said the deceased were iden-
tified as Meera Devi (53) and Jaiprakash
(40), both residents of Samastipur dis-
trict in Bihar.

The incident happened in the
morning on the Agra-Lucknow
Expressway under Behta Mujawar
police station area, police said.

The ill-fated car was going from
Delhi to Samastipur, when one of the
front tyres of the vehicle burst, collid-
ed with the divider, overturned and fell
into a deep pit.

The injured persons were admitted
to the district hospital, while the bod-
ies of those who died were sent for a
post-mortem, police added. 
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PILIBHIT: A 35-year-old woman and
her two children died here when the car
in which they were travelling rammed
into a tree, police said on Sunday.

The incident took place Saturday
night when Vaibhav Agarwal and his
family were returning to their home in
Pilibhit from Bareilly in the car, Atar
Singh, SHO, Sungarhi Police Station
said.

The speeding car hit a tree near
Gauhania crossing here. The impact of
the collision was so huge that Agarwal’s
daughters Kanishka (7) and Ishani (5),
and his wife Priya (35) died on the spot,
he said.

Four people were injured in the
incident, Singh said.
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A proposal for the mortgage residential Plot,
part of Khasra No.494Min, admeasuring
142sq.mt. situated at Village-Imliya, Pargana
& Tehsil District-Mau, is pending before L.I.C.
Housing Finance Ltd. The original sale-deed
is registered at the office of Sub-Registrar-
Sadar, Mau, vide Book No.1, Zild No.3316, on
pages-299/326, at Serial No.3170, on dated
11-06-2014, executed by Birbal S/o Chillar R/o
Village-Amari, District-Mau, in favour of
Sukkhan Slo Late Khedu R/o Vill.-Bhusuwa,
District-Mau, It is informed to us that the above
noted original sale-deed has been lost. If this
original sale-deed is mortgage with any
person(s), Financial Institution(s), Bank(s) or
any other one, may inform immediately to LIC
Housing Finance Ltd. Area Office-Mau, Contact
No.9695640872 or Sanjay Kumar Singh
Advocate, LIC HFL, Mobile No.9919972269,
8765360669 otherwise the above noted
proposal shall be finalize immediately after the
expiry of 15 days of this publication.

NOTICE
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Excitement prevailed
amongst city women of all

age groups as Kamala Harris,
who has her roots to India,
became the first woman vice-
president elect of the United
States of America. They said it
was a watershed moment with
the world’s largest democracy
finally acknowledging a
woman for the post.

Nishi Pandey from
Lucknow University’s English
department said it is a big thing
for America that a woman has
been elected the vice-presi-
dent. She said it has brought
excitement, pride and a sense
of shared achievement amongst
all women across the globe that
women can make it  big and
have dented the colonial and
patriarchal mindset to a large
extent.

“I think this is fabulous

because she is a representative
of the mixed culture which
America is all about. Her moth-
er is Indian and father from a
different origin and her hus-
band is Jew. America is a beau-
tiful tapestry of  different cul-
tures coming together. It’s a day
for all women to celebrate and
inspire for bigger things,” she
said. She added that it was dif-
ficult for women in America to
make it big in a patriarchal set-
up. “But it was one step at a
time. While Hillary Clinton
broke the glass ceiling, Kamala
Harris made it as the vice-pres-
ident and we may next have a
woman as the POTUS,” she
said. “There have been women
leaders in Europe as well but
other countries do not impact
India the way America does,”
she added.

Head of LU’s English
department Rani Uniyal said
she would be happier to see

Kamala Harris as the president
of the US. “However, it’s a
major feat that she is the first
woman vice-president in the
history of the US. Young
women would be inspired and
look up to her to carve a niche
for themselves in a completely
patriarchal set-up. Every
woman is happy and my own
students are excited,” she said.

She said it also shows the
power of democracy that every
vote counts. 

“It must have been an
exciting moment for those who
voted for the first time. When
people vote for the first time,
they know that it makes a dif-
ference, so people should go
out and vote and not not sit at
home and hope for things to
change,” she added.

Madhavi Kukreja, a
women activist, said a lot of
excitement is prevailing among
women she has worked with.

“A woman becoming the vice-
president of America is huge.
It was strange that the US
never had a woman on this
position before,” she said.

She added that what also is
also inspiring is that she had no
one to back her and she was an
immigrant. “Young girls are
feeling so empowered, as are
women of all age groups for dif-
ferent reasons,” she added.

Radhika Srivastava, who
has cleared a competitive
examination recently, said it
really shows that things are
changing. “It’s such a complex
scene in the world with
women being abused, raped
and facing all kinds of social
problems. But then at the
same time, it also shows that
the world is changing and
with the US electing a woman
as the vice-president, it is
reassuring for all the women,”
she said.
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The Covid positivity rate of
Lucknow has further come

down to 3.2 per cent in the first
week of November while the
cumulative positivity rate of the
district has also declined from
7.9 per cent to 7.4 per cent from
October to November.

“Its means that only three
out of 100 people have tested
positive for coronavirus this
month so far,” a senior official
at the CMO office said. The
cumulative positivity rate from
March till October-end was 7.9
per cent and it also come down
to 7.4 per cent this month, he
added. The official pointed
out that ivermectin tablets,
which were distributed widely
by the surveillance teams,
played a part in checking the
spread of disease.

“The medicine has had a
role to play and researches
have shown the same. We have
also extended the regime of
ivermectin from three days to
five days for any positive case
and to prevent any complica-
tions,” he said. He added that
people using prophylactics
were also taking ivermectin
and not hydroxychloroquine
any longer.

“On Saturday, there was
just one death in the district
and it is a good sign.
Coronavirus cases have also
been less than 250. However,
one concern which remains is
that people are hiding symp-
toms and they only go to hos-
pitals when their condition
deteriorates,” he pointed out.

Aliganj, Gomtinagar and
Indiranagar are the areas with
maximum cases of Covid-19
and dengue. “These are main-
ly slum areas and the peri-
urban areas,” the official said.

He said there are two teams
for these areas to manage
Covid-19 and dengue. There
are different surveillance teams
working to contain the spread
of both the diseases.

Meanwhile, People’s Health

Organisation secretary Dr
Ishwar Gilada said it is discon-
certing to see that the second
wave of corona has hit Kerala
and Delhi. “Kerala has the
maximum number of educat-
ed people as has Delhi, but the
second wave is a cause of con-
cern and it shows that even
educated people are not adher-
ing Covid protocols,” he said.

He said they have written
to the Central government to
conduct more antibodies tests
instead of RT-PCR and antigen
tests which have a window of
only ten days. “We are not

undermining the importance
of RT-PCR tests but one should
not go by the herd immunity
and try to look for other
options while going or testing.
The antibody test is easy as only
a drop of blood is taken and
results come in ten minutes. If
people have antibodies, they
may not get infected because
they already had infection and
would pose a minimum risk,
but if they do not have antibod-
ies, they may get infected or
may be carrying the infection
which makes them fall in the
high-risk category,” he said.
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It was a life-saving endoscopy of a Covid-19
positive child at KGMU. An 11-year-old boy

with massive haematemesis (vomiting of blood)
admitted to KGMU's Paediatric ICU on
Monday night. “The patient was admitted under
the supervision of Dr Sanjeev Kumar Verma.
The condition of the child deteriorated due to
excessive blood loss. In such a situation, the
child was shifted to Covid PICU. Immediate
treatment was started and the child was trans-
fused with two units of blood. When all
efforts to control internal bleeding failed,
Vice-Chancellor Dr Bipin Puri gave instructions
for emergency endoscopy.  Within a few
hours, head of the department of Medical
Gastroenterology Dr Sumit Rungta performed
the endoscopy procedure to check the source
of internal bleeding,” KGMU spokesperson Dr
Sudhir Singh said.

Since the patient was Covid positive, keep-
ing the entire team safe was important, as was
having a clear vision after wearing protective
masks and shields during endoscopy.

“After the procedure, the child’s bleeding
stopped and his health gradually improved.
Now, he child is safe and out of danger with final
diagnosis being Budd-Chiari syndrome,” he
said. During the endoscopic procedure, Dr
Kamlender Verma, Dr Ghulam Akhtar, endo-
scopic technician Jeetendra and Aniket helped
Dr  Rungta.
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A26-year-old woman stay-
ing with her live-in part-

ner was found hanging at her
house in Gomtinagar on
Sunday. She was identified as
Puja of Bahraich district. She
was in a live-in relationship
with Deepak Kumar Maurya
of Bahraich and was staying in
Vikas Khand for the last few
months. Around 2 pm, she
was found hanging in a room
and was rushed to RMLIMS
where she was declared

brought dead.  
Gomtinagar SHO said the

police were trying to ascertain
why she ended her life. “We
talked to Deepak but he did
not have satisfactorily explana-
tion. We have sent the body for
autopsy and further investiga-
tion is underway,” the SHO
said. Puja was found hanging
from the ceiling with a rope
tied around her neck. The
police said the family of the
girl has been informed about
the incident.

Meanwhile, two brothers

fought over a petty issue and
one of them attacked the other
with a wooden pole in
Talkatora on Saturday after-
noon. The victim suffered
grievous injuries and was
admitted to a hospital. He
was identified as Firoz of
Harijan Basti in Alamnagar.
Firoz’s wife Reshma was doing
some household work when
his younger brother Siraj
picked up a fight with her. As
Firoz intervened, the brother
duo entered into a scuffle. Siraj
attacked Firoz with a heavy

wooden pole and the latter fell
unconscious. While Siraj fled
the scene, Firoz was rushed to
a hospital where he was given
first aid. Following his wife’s
complaint, police registered a
case and started efforts to nab
Siraj.
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A sub-inspector posted at
PGI police station was killed
in a road mishap on Saturday
evening. Reports said sub-
inspector Ravindranath was

returning from somewhere on
a bike. Around 5 pm on
Saturday, some unidentified
speeding vehicle knocked him
at Mama crossing in
Vrindavan Colony. A police
spokesman said Ravindranath
suffered grievous injuries in
the mishap and was rushed to
a private hospital where he
succumbed during treatment
on Sunday morning. He said
the SI was staying with his
family at his official residence
inside the PGI police station
premises

Lucknow (PNS): The admis-
sion process for the new session
(2020-21) of Babasaheb
Bhimrao Ambedkar University
has started with adherence to
Covid-19 protocols.
Spokesperson Rachna
Gangwar said that counselling
for courses such as  BA (Public
Administration), BSc (Geology,
Integrated BSc, MSc, BTech,

BVoc, BBA, LLB, MPhil, MA,
PhD has been completed.

Counselling is being done
by all the departments follow-
ing all the Covid-19 safety
protocols. Counselling of the
remaining subjects will be com-
pleted by November 17.
Counselling of graduate stu-
dents of Library and
Information Science depart-

ment will be held on November
9, that of PhD on November 10,
MPhil (Management), PhD
(Management) and MPhil
(Hindi) will be held on
November 9 while counselling
of PhD (Horticulture) will take
place on November 10.

Meanwhile, online orien-
tation of all new students of
BBA, LLB, BA and BA (Hons)

on the third day was conduct-
ed by Lucknow University in
three separate sessions on
Sunday. New undergraduate
students of the Faculty 
of Law and Faculty of Arts
were welcomed to LU by Vice-
Chancellor AK Rai and sever-
al other administrative 
heads and heads of the 
departments.
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ICAR institutes are helping in man-
aging the deadly banana disease

with the help of drones. Director of
Central Institute for Subtropical
Horticulture (CISH) Shailendra Rajan
said they would be using this tech-
nique. He said the technique using
drones is useful both in the identifica-
tion of the disease and also in planning
about the management strategy for the
village.

“The analysis of the images cap-
tured by the drone is carried out for
understanding of the presence of the
disease. The area under banana culti-
vation in Uttar Pradesh is increasing at
a higher pace and in near future, it will
become a leading state in banana pro-
duction. Unfortunately, a disease
known as Panama wilt has entered east-
ern UP and Bihar where farmers
depend on banana cultivation for
livelihood because of very high prof-
it,” he said. The disease is also preva-
lent in many areas which are neither
known to scientists nor farmers. “The
detection of Panama wilt is difficult
sometimes because of overlapping
symptoms with many problems faced
during banana cultivation. Therefore,
identification of the areas where the

disease has made its presence is impor-
tant so that the spread of the disease
is managed properly. ICAR scientists
are regularly receiving messages about
the prevalence of this disease from dif-
ferent parts of the state. The disease is
highly infectious and can travel from
one field to another through contam-
inated tools, shoes, tires of cycles, trac-
tors or other vehicles, but the most
important factor has been found to be
irrigation water containing the
pathogen. Not  only the irrigation
water, the flood water stagnation in the
field has also helped in the spread of
the disease in many of the areas,” he
said. Rajan said such monitoring pro-
vides an opportunity for scientists for
understanding the effectiveness of the
management strategy plan recom-
mended for the area.

“Drone technology helps in the
identification of disease for initiating
an examination of the plants. However,
diagnosis is also time-consuming and
requires a lot of efforts to complete the
process. ICAR’s inter-institutional sci-
entific team is developing a technique
that can identify the disease plots and
its severity in a very short time which
is very pertinent as the the disease is
spreading at a fast pace,” the CISH
director said.
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Thieves made off with cash
and ornaments from the

house of a teacher in Chinhat.
Reports said Narendra Kumar
Pandey of Anant Lok Colony
in the area is a teacher post-
ed in Barabanki.  On
November 6, he left for
Faizabad to attend ‘terahvi’ of
a relative. On November 8, he
got a call from his neighbour
who informed him of theft at
his house. “The thieves made
off with ornaments and Rs
15,000 in cash,” he said.

In another incident, house
was burgled in Chinhat. Jabir
Ali of Shahpur Colony said he
and his family left  for
Barabanki to attend the mar-

riage ceremony of his broth-
er-in-law on November 3.
When they returned on
November 8,  they 
found the house burgled. The
thieves made off  with 
Rs 12,000 in cash and 
ornaments.
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Lucknow (PNS): As many as
231 persons tested positive for
coronavirus in the city on
Sunday while 271 patients
recovered, taking the recovery
figures to 61,264. The death toll
in the city stands at 916. The
new patients included 26 from
Gomtinagar, 18 from
Ashiyana, 16 from Indiranagar,
15 from Rae Bareli road, 14
from Alambagh, and 10 each
from Chowk, Mahanagar,
Aliganj & Thakurganj.

There were 10 deaths in
the city and four of the
deceased belonged to Lucknow
while six to Azamgarh,
Jaunpur, Shahjahanpur,
Sultanpur and Unnao. Four
Covid-19 patients died at
KGMU.

Across the state, 2,247 per-
sons tested positive, including
139 in Gautam Buddhnagar,
223 in Ghaziabad and 204 in
Meerut, taking the UP tally to
4,97,563. There were 26 deaths
across the state, including five
in Meerut, two in Gorakhpur,
and one each in Kanpur,
Prayagraj, Gautam
Buddhnagar, Varanasi,
Moradabad, Saharanpur, Agra,
Jaunpur, Hardoi, Etawah,
Bulandshahr, Pratapgarh,
Sitapur, Farrukhabad,
Siddharthnagar, Bijnore, Banda
& Fatehpur, taking the toll to
7,206. Besides, 1,858 patients
recovered, taking the number
of recoveries to 4,67,108. The
number of active cases in the
state is 23,249.
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Vice-Chancellor of Banaras
Hindu University (BHU)

Prof Rakesh Bhatnagar has
said that the stories of great sci-
entists and their works help
ignite the minds of young sci-
entists come up with new dis-
coveries. He was addressing the
inaugural function of the
Lectures on Nobel Prize 2020
Winning Works in Physics,
Chemistry and Physiology/
Medicine at Shatabdi Krishi
Prekshagrih of Institute of
Agricultural Sciences, BHU
here on Saturday. The pro-
gramme was organised by the
Institute of Science, BHU in
association with Indian
National Science Academy
(INSA), New Delhi and
National Academy of Sciences
India, Allahabad on the birth
anniversary of Nobel laureate
and great physicist Bharat
Ratna CV Raman.

The V-C said that pro-
grammes like this will be great-
ly beneficial to the young sci-
entists, faculty members and

researchers as it will inspire and
excite them to work on new
ideas in whichever fields, they
are interested in. He exuded
confidence that the initiative by
Prof AK Tripathi, Director,
Institute of Science, will go a
long way in motivating and
guiding the large number of
young scientists working across
institutes and departments in
BHU.

Prof Kulinder Pal Singh,
Visiting Professor, Indian
Institute of Science Education
and Research, Mohali delivered
a lecture online on ‘a super
massive black hole in the cen-
tre of the milky way’ while Dr
Debojyoti Chakraborty, Senior

Scientist, Institute of Genomics
and Integrative Biology, New
Delhi on ‘re-writing the code of
life’ and Prof Saumitra Das,
Director, National Institute of
Biomedical Genomics, Kalyani
on ‘Hepatitis C Virus: Life in
the liver’. 

Prof AK Tripathi, Prof
Mallikarjun Joshi, Dean,
Faculty of Science, Prof
Ramesh Chand, Director,
Institute of Agricultural
Sciences, Prof AP Singh, Dean,
Faculty of Agriculture, Prof AS
Raghuvanshi, Director,
Institute of Environmental and
Sustainable Development,
heads of departments and fac-
ulty members attended the

programme. Many students
and teachers also joined the
programme online. 

CONSENT LETTER
SIGNED:  Aiming at preserv-
ing the heritage of this cultur-
al capital of country through
technology and making the
farmers and women self-reliant
under the local to vocal pro-
gramme of the Central
Government, the Sai Institute
of Rural Development (SIRD),
Varanasi has signed a consent
letter with Centre for
Development of Advanced
Computing (C Deck, Kolkata)
of Electronic & IT Ministry,
Government of India as tech-
nology partner.

The Director of SIRD Ajay
Singh informed that the con-
sent letters were exchanged
between the senior director of
C Deck and centre head Dr NN
Bhattacharya and him. The C
Deck showed its interest to
establish a joint network cen-
tre in SIRD, Varanasi, he
informed adding, the necessary
arrangements will be made by
SIRD for the purpose.
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The Administrative Block of
Department of Physical

Education was inaugurated by
the chief guest Dr.Neeraj
Tripathi, Registrar, Banaras
Hindu University (BHU) and
guest of honour Prof MK
Singh, Dean of Students
Welfare on Saturday.
Afterwards, bid farewell was
given to three of the staff from
University Sports Board (USB)
who have superannuated from
their posts. They were felicitat-
ed by Prof DC Rai, Vice-pres-
ident, USB, along with all the
respected guests on the dais.
Besides, alumni selected in
various government organisa-
tions were felicitated by Dr
Neeraj Tripathi, Prof MK Singh
and Prof Abhimanyu Singh,
Head. Department of Physical

Education.
Around 30 alumni from

different states of the country

witnessed the event who were
welcomed by Prof Abhimanyu
Singh. In his address, Prof MK

Singh congratulated the
department for going to be
Faculty of Physical Education
soon. Dr Neeraj Tripathi said
that the department has
unique beauty and attraction
that fascinated each and every
individual to visit. He also
congratulated the department
for continuous effort towards
growth and development. The
vote of thanks was given by Dr
Akhil Mehrotra, Secretary,
Alumni Cell. The others pre-
sent were Prof DK Dureha,
Prof Sushma Ghildyal, Prof
BC Kapri, Prof Rajiv Vyas,
Prof Vikram Singh, Prof T
Onima Reddy, Dr Akhil
Mehrotra, Dr Binayak Dubey,
Dr Krishnkant, Dr Deepak
Dogra, Dr AbhishekVerma,
Dr Pradeep Singh Chahar, Dr
Shailesh Kumar and Dr Linet
Khakha.
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As a gift to the dwellers of his
parliamentary constituen-

cy on the auspicious occasion
of Deepawali, the Prime
Minister Narendra Modi will
virtually unveil and lay down
foundation stones of 30 pro-
jects of � 614 crore on Monday
at 10.30 am. The people could
watch the unveiling and foun-
dation laying down pro-
gramme of the PM live at six
places in the city.

Meanwhile, UP Minister
and district incharge Ashutosh
Tandon inspected several
places including Trade
Facilitation Centre (TFC), Baba
Lalpur in connection with the
proposed Prime Minister’s
address through video confer-
encing.  

During the last six years
from 2014 to 2020, Varanasi
has witnessed a remarkable
change with a lot of develop-
ment and welfare works on
ground after Modi became its
MP in 2014, the regional pres-
ident of the BJP Mahesh
Chandra Srivastava informed
the presspersons at Circuit

House here on Sunday adding,
the PM wants to bring the city
in the world spectrum in view
of the development and in this
order, he will unveil and lay
down foundation stones of 30
projects of �614 crore.

The important projects to
be unveiled by the PM virtual-
ly are Light & Sound System in
Sarnath (�7.88 crore), Konia
PS, Bhagvanpur & Dinaur STP,
renovation & rehabilitation of
five ghats SPS under JICA (�
19.08 crore), two boarding

bridge at LBS International
Airport, Babatpur (� 9 crore),
IDPS work under phase-II (�
118.20 crore), various works in
Sigra Sports Stadium in Sigra
(� 8.76 crore) and up-gradation
work in Ramnagar
Government Hospital.
Similarly, the important pro-
jects for which the PM is to lay
foundation stones include the
upgradation of multipurpose
hall of cultural complex in
Chowkaghat (�6.30 crore), ren-
ovation of Benia Bagh (� 90.42

crore) and advanced monitor-
ing system (� 128.04 crore).

The virtual programne of
the PM will be telecast live and
the people could watch it on big
screens at six places including
Trade Facility Centre in Bada
Lalpur, Circuit House, audito-
rium in the office of division-
al commissioner,
Dashaswamedh  Ghat, board-
ing bridge at airport and
Shoolkanteshwar, Srivastava
informed adding, more than
1830 people would watch the
programme at these
places between 10.30 and 11.30
am.

The PM will also hold a
dialogue with three beneficia-
ries of various projects includ-
ing an industrialist, an interna-
tional level player and a house-
wife, he informed but denied
disclosing their names and
identification to avoid gather-
ing in view of COVID-19.
District president of the BJP
Hansrraj Vishwakarma, City
Chief Vidyashankarr Rai
and regional media incharge
of party Navratan Rathi
were also present on the occa-
sion.  ����		���	4
�
	����	����0220�0-0,

The office-bearers of the
Vishwa Hindu Parishad the

largest organisation of saints
termed the controversial state-
ment of Hindu political activist,
social worker Sadhvi Prachi as
incorrect.

Akhara Parishad president
Mahant Narendra Giri said
that Sadhvi Prachi should not
make such inflammatory state-
ments. However, the presi-
dent of the Akhara Parishad
said that if there is action, there
will be a backlash against it. He
said that if someone goes to the
temple and recites the namaz,
then the Hindus will also per-
form havan and worship in the
mosque.

Mahant Narendra Giri said
that the law does its job in such
cases and in the case of
Mathura, the accused have
been arrested and sent to jail
by the police for offering
prayers in the temple.
Therefore saints should not

make such disputed rhetoric
which creates religious frenzy.
Mahant Narendra Giri said
that such a statement will
spread hatred in the society.

He said that it should be
opposed to offer namaz in the
temple, but it is wrong if any
saint said that he will go to the
mosque and worship.

He said that Sadhvi Prachi
has given a statement to go to
mosques and read Hanuman
Chalisa in protest against the
incident of offering namaz at
the Nanda Baba temple in
Mathura. He has also sup-
ported Sadhvi Prachi's state-
ment on the growing cases of
‘Love Jihad’ in the country.

Mahant Narendra Giri said
that strict action must be taken
against the love jihadis and for
this, the government also
needs to enact stringent laws to
protect Hindu sister daughters
from being caught in the
clutches of love jihadis. He said
that the love jihadis should be
hanged at the crossroads.

Mahant Narendra Giri also
termed the complicity of
Maulvi and Maulana not mak-
ing any appeals to stop the love
jihad

WOMAN KILLED BY
HUSBAND: A 35-year-old
woman living in Nyaya Nagar
of Dhoomanganj was brutally
murdered allegedly by her
husband. It is alleged that the
husband battered her to death
with a wooden slab for not giv-
ing him money for liquor.
Police have arrested the
accused. On the other hand,
after the post-mortem, the
family cremated the body.

Sunita (the deceased) was
originally from Kaushambi.
She was married to Nihal
Kumar, a resident of Nyaya
Nagar, Sulemsarai 15 years
ago. They also had four chil-
dren, including three daughters
and a 12-year-old son. Nihal
used to work in a bike shop in
Kharbanda Market, but
stopped working after the lock-
down. He was also addicted to

drinking liquor and there was
bickering in the house over the
same issue.

Once Sunita reached the
police with a complaint, after
which the husband was also
challaned in breach of peace
case. According to the police,
Nihal demanded money from
Sunita for drinking alcohol
around 10 pm on Saturday.
Both of them quarreled over
the refusal and in the mean-
while, he got angry and bat-
tered her to death with a
wooden plank kept in the
house.

On People gathered
around after hearing the the
noise and reported it to the
police. On which he was taken
into custody. After investiga-
tion, the body was taken into
police custody and sent for
post-mortem. Inspector
informed that the accused has
been arrested by registering a
case on the written complaint
made by Ganga, the brother-
in-law of the deceased.
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One person from Jasra died
on Saturday from coro-

na,.while 77 new corona infect-
ed including CO III have been
found within the last 24 hours
in Prayagraj. About 104 people
have become infection free. In
this, 16 people have been dis-
charged from different hospi-
tals. Home isolation of 88 peo-
ple is complete. Dr Rishi Sahai,
the Nodal Officer for Corona
has confirmed this.

CMO Dr GS Bajpai said
that due to 77 new cases on
being reported on Saturday, the
number of corona infected in
the district has increased to
24,502. Whereas, 23,332 peo-
ple have been infection free so
far. On Saturday, a person
from Jasra died in SRN

Hospital. 
He was admitted on

November 4. The death toll
from corona in the district has
risen to 318. However, the
number of active cases has
come down to 852. A total 131
people admitted to SRN, Beli
and private hospital. 721 peo-
ple are in home isolation.

Those who got infected on
Saturday included CO III,
AAO of AG office, Loco pilot
of Railway, Police Lines consta-
ble, Medical Officer of CHC
Pratappur, Teacher of
Kaundhiyara Primary School,
Teacher of Mahila Seva Sadan
College, Ishwardin Inter
College teacher. 

Dr. Rishi Sahai said that a
total of 5,951 people were
examined on Saturday. Of
them 3,657 pepple tested

through antigen, 2,067 by
RTPCR, 90 from private lab
and 137 from Trunat were
screened. Among those infect-
ed, 63 people are from the city
and 12 people are from rural
areas.

On behalf of the Health
department, a private nursing
home operator has been
sought clarification in the case
of death of a person from
corona. The clarification
sought by CMO Dr GS Bajpai
accused the private hospital
management that Ajay Singh of
Jasra was admitted due to
breathing problems. The
examination was not conduct-
ed during the hospitalisation.
He sent the persons home
after prescription for medi-
cines of Covid on OPD leaflet.

However, the hospital

operator said that the patient
was not admitted. He came for
the first time on October 18
when he vomited blood. He
was sent home after prescrib-
ing medicines. He then came
to the clinic at Jasra on October
27. He had no symptoms of
corona at that time. He was
then prescribed for medicines.
He then came to the city-
based hospital on November 4.
Here he complained of fever,
he was advised to get corona
examined immediately and it
was also written on his pre-
scription. 

He was also called by an
ambulance and sent to SRN
Hospital. The allegations lev-
eled are false and baseless.
And with this, it is also beyond
the truth, the hospital opera-
tor claimed. 
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With less than a week left
for Diwali and prepara-

tions for the festival are under-
way, city-based confectionary
stores and bakeries have start-
ed stocking delicacies like dry
fruits, chocolates, cookies and
sweets. The sellers claimed
that the sale of dry fruits,
chocolates and cookies regis-
tered a better growth in the past
three years compared to tradi-
tional sweets.

The sweet shops and bak-
eries have planned to stock on
exotic delicacies this year to
attract customers, boost sales
and fight slowdown in business
due to the COVID-19 pandem-
ic. Sugar-free sweets are in
particular focus this year, pro-
duction of which is being
ramped up keeping in mind
health-conscious customers
and the demand for such
sweets.

Vijay Arora, president of
Prayag Vyapar Mandal, said
that on this Diwali, the markets
will be inundated with a vari-
ety of dry fruits, cookies, sweets
including sugar-free and low-

fat sweets. He added that citi-
zens of Sangam city had been
fast switching over to low-fat,
low-sugar and sugar-free
sweets, dry fruits, and choco-
lates instead of traditional
sweets for the past two or
three years. Prominent confec-
tioners have moved to offer a
wide range of sugar-free or low-
fat cookies and sweets drifting
from the tradition of offering
and exchanging sweets to
friends and guests.

The owner of a prominent
confectionery in the city said,
‘We have customers who seek
both traditional sweets and
sugar-free or low-sugar sweet-
meat products. Demand for
dry fruits and chocolates have
gone up despite their soaring
prices,’ he said. He added that
a wide variety of dry fruits,
chocolates etc. have been intro-
duced in the markets ahead of
Diwali and this would be avail-
able in prices ranging from
�500 to � 3,500 per kg. Another
dealer Nitin Mehrotra said,
‘We hope that sales would go
up by 20-30 per cent compared
to previous years and dry fruits,
chocolates and sugar-free

sweets have a huge role to play
in the increased demand
expected this year."

PLAY STAGED: A
renowned theatre group of the
city Vinod Rastogi Smriti
Sansthan broke the lockdown
silence by staging in Hindi JB
Priestly's play An Inspector
Calls under the direction of
Ajay Mukherjee at North
Central Zone Cultural Centre
auditorium on Sunday evening
with the support of Sangeet
Natak Academy, New Delhi as
a tribute to the noted theatre
personality Kalyan Kumar
Ghosh. Shailtanaya Srivastava
was the chief guest on the
occasion. 

The play revolves around a
suicide mystery and the inspec-
tor calls on a capitalist family
for investigation. It indicates
that every member of the soci-
ety is responsible if such inci-
dents take place. The play also
underlines the gulf between the
rich and the poor as exploiters
and the exploited ones.
Audience enjoyed the play as a
treat after a long gap. 

Those participated in the
play included Amit Gupta,

Akshat Agrawal, Apoorva
Gupta, Saurabh Shukla, Kavita,
Gaurav Tripathi, Rohit Yadav,
Prajita Mishra, Ajay
Mukherjee, and Ashish Yadav
as actors, Shubham Verma as
music operator, and Sujoy
Ghoshal as light designer.

BAIL GRANTED: The
Allahabad High Court has
granted bail to a person from
Deoria accused of making
objectionable remarks against
Chief Minister Yogi Adityanath
and other public representa-
tives.

However, while granting
bail to Akhilanand Rao, Justice
Siddhartha barred him from
using social media for the next
two years. Secondly, he was also
ordered to cooperate in the trial
sincerely without seeking any
adjournment till the conclusion
of the trial before the trial
court. A first information
report (FIR) was registered
against Rao by the police under
sections 420 (cheating), 120B
(conspiracy) of Indian Penal
Code and section 66D of IT
Act at Kotwali police station of
Deoria and he is in jail since
May 12, 2020.
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In the midst of the dreaded
condition of corona infec-

tion, the tent city in the Sangam
will be flourished in January -
2021. In view of this, Akhil
Bharatiya Akhara Parishad
president Mahant Narendra
Giri met the Chief Minister
Yogi Adityanath. Yogi
Adityanath said that the crisis
in corona is still in progress but
tradition of Magh Mela will be
maintained in the midst of it.

Mahant Narendra Giri said
that Chief Minister Yogi
Adityanath has said that devo-
tees will be allowed to enter the
Mela area after the corona
test. For this, a testing camp
will be set up at every entrance
of the mela area. There will be
a 24-hour corona check. Also,
a corona check will  be
arranged in every sector of the
fair.

The president of the
Akhara Parishad said that the
pilgrims who had already been

corona examined will not be
stopped. While those who do
not have a report, they will
have to be tested in Prayagraj.
Saints and devotees whose
corona tests report will come
positive will not get entry in
the Mela area. There will be

regular corona tests of saints
and Kalpavis in the Mela area.

Those tests positive will be
removed from the Mela area
and they will be quarantined.
It was informed that Chief
Minister Yogi said that for the
bathing in Magh month, suf-

ficient pure water will be avail-
able in the Ganga. Mahant
Narendra Giri presented
Hanuman Chalisa in a silver
letter to the Chief Minister on
the occasion.

To stop the crowds, the
pandal of religious institutions
in the Mela area will be
reduced this time. Only major
religious institutions will be
allowed to hold camps.

Chief Minister Yogi
Adityanath has appealed to the
people to bathe at every ghat
to ensure that there is not
much crowd at one place for
bathing in Magh Mela. Every
ghat will be arranged for this.
There, arrangements will be
made for electricity, toilets
and to change clothes.

Mahant Narendra Giri has
appealed to the saints and
Kalpavasis to bring less crowds.
He appealed to the saints not
to have a pandal of discourse.
He said that saints should
only worship and perform
yagya.
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As many as 63 new COVID-
19 patients have been

detected in the district on
Sunday, increasing the total
number of cases to 17,444.
The day also saw one death,
increasing the toll to 280.
During the day, the follow-up
negative reports included two
and both of them have been
recovered from home isolation,
increasing the number to
13,594. As no patient has been
discharged from any hospital,
the number remained at 2,831.
The total number of patients
who have been recovered so far
is 16,425, leaving 739 active
cases. Alarmingly, the reverse
trend in the fight against
COVID-19 is shocking because
there is a continuous decline in

the recovery rate as well as rise
in the number of active cases
for the last many days as it has
slipped further to 94.15 per
cent but the mortality rate has
remained at 1.60 per cent.

Chief Medical Officer
(CMO) Dr VB Singh has
informed that in the first
report of the day, 51 positive
patients were found out of
3,196 reports received. Till
then, the total test reports
received were 3,51,137 and the
results of 3,666 are awaited.
Out of them, 3,33,705 were
negative while 17,432 positive.
The total number of samples
collected was 3,69,223. Earlier,
a male aged 79 from Anand
Nagar (Chitaipur) succumbed
to COVID-19 at Sir Sunderlal
Hospital, Banaras Hindu
University (SSH BHU). With

the addition of five new red
zones, the total number of
hotspots has increased to 2,342
including 192 red zones. There
are 2,150 green zones with 17
new ones.

Earlier,  Senior
Superintendent of Police (SSP)
Amit Pathak inspected sever-
al areas including Nadesar,
Lahurabir,  Ramapura,
Godowlia, Maidagin and
Benia Bagh riding on two-
wheeler to take stock of situ-
ation of security in wake of
forthcoming festivals. During
his inspection he also gave sev-
eral instructions to concerned
police personnel at several
places. He has informed that
under the ‘Mission Shakti’
campaign, a total of 5,702
women / girls were mobilised
at 166 places and 1,254 leaflets

were distributed. A total of 560
women / girls were sensitised
by the Anti-Romeo Squads at
136 places. Action was taken
against five under 34 Police
Act, two under MB Act, two
under 290 Police Act and two
under 107/116 CrPC apart
from warning 26 eve teasers.
Besides, the police arrested 39
persons under Section 151 of
CrPC while challaned under
Section 188 and took action
under Section 51 of Disaster
Management Act against five
persons. During checking at
various points, 1,892 vehicles
were challaned and nine
seized. Apart from this,
�1,45,100 were realised from
175 vehicles while � 36,300
from 947 persons for moving
on the roads without wearing
masks.
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General Manager of North
Eastern Railway (NER)

Vinay Kumar Tripathi along
with senior railway officials of
the headquarters and Lucknow
division conducted an intensive
inspection of Gorakhpur
Junction railway station on
Saturday. During the inspection
Principal Chief Engineer Satish
Kumar Pandey, Principal Chief
Commercial Manager SC
Prasad, Additional Divisional
Railway Manager/Lucknow,
Shishir Somvanshi, secretary to
GM DK Khare, CPRO Pankaj
Kumar Singh and others were
present. On the occasion the
GM said that all construction
work should be completed
with quality within the stipu-
lated time-frame and mainte-
nance work should also be of
excellent quality. Inspecting the
passenger amenities, he saw the
AC lounge, AC women and
men waiting room located on
platform No 2 and instructed to
make the facilities better and
improve the level of cleanliness.
After seeing the baggage scan-
ner and electronic entry gate etc
at the main entrance he also
inspected the portico and sta-
tion premises and instructed
the officials concerned for nec-
essary improvement in the
equipment installed for facade
lighting. The GM directed to
open the waiting room for
passengers. He saw the ongo-
ing works at the station on the
displayed layout and after dis-
cussing with the officials con-
cerned gave instructions for
improvement in them.
Inspecting the passenger wait-
ing hall, the GM gave necessary
instructions regarding the
IRCTC counters and removal of
shortcomings in the electrical
system. While inspecting the
emergency inverter plant on
platform No 2, he obtained

information from the officials
concerned about its mainte-
nance and gave suggestions for
its improvement. While
inspecting the passenger facil-
ities on platform No 1, he
asked the officials concerned to
prominently display important
mobile numbers related to pas-
senger services. After the
inspection of the cabway locat-
ed on platform number 1, he
checked the CMS hall of the
integrated crew lobby and mess
of the integrated crew running

room and obtained information
about the quality of food. The
GM obtained information
about all the railway lines locat-
ed in the yard and instructed to
remove the shortcomings and
improve them. After inspecting
the yard, Tripathi saw the plat-
form No 9 and gave necessary
instructions regarding lifting of
parcels being unloaded there.
After seeing the passenger
amenities in platform No 9-sit-
uated waiting room for women
and men, he inspected the esca-
lators installed there and gave
necessary instructions to the
officers concerned in this con-
nection. During the inspection
Tripathi gave many valuable and
practical suggestions for the
overall development of
Gorakhpur Junction. 
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The NER administration
along with improving the basic

infrastructure is providing nec-
essary facilities for rail opera-
tions on a priority basis which
are yielding expected results.
The work of non-interlocking
is also being done at stations.
These efforts have resulted in
an unprecedented improve-
ment in the punctuality of
trains,   CPRO PK Singh said.
On November 6 the punctual-
ity of mail/express special trains
on NER was 100 per cent.
Similarly, till November 6 this
year in the cumulative ranking
NER’s punctuality was 98.96
per cent which is the best per-
formance of that day in the
field of punctuality among all
Zonal Railways. Along with the
excellence in the punctuality of
passenger trains, the speed of
goods trains is also being con-
tinuously increased. It has led
to an expected improvement in
the average speed of goods
trains. As a result there is a
rapid increase in goods loading
on NER. Due to the fast, safe
and protected operation of
goods trains, the faith of traders
and industry has been con-
firmed in the railway system.    

BOY FOUND: RPF NER
makes constant efforts to pro-
tect passengers and provide
them better travel facilities. In
the same sequence, RPF post,
Basti, found an 11-year-old
boy in an unclaimed condition
while patrolling at Basti railway
station. He was handed over to
Child Line, Basti, CPRO PK
Singh said. Besides RPF post,
Lucknow City, while patrolling
at Lucknow City railway station
found a 19-year-old girl who had
run away from her house after
she got angry. She was handed
over to her father. The Crime
Intelligence Branch, RPF,
Nakaha Jungle, caught two per-
sons with nine e-tickets. Action
was taken against them under
the Railway Act and a case was
registered in this connection. 
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At NTPC Vindhyachal project
on Saturday a programme was

organised to mark NTPC Limited’s
Raising Day. On the occasion
according to the guidelines of the
Government of India, all the pre-
cautions related to Covid-19 pan-
demic were taken and social dis-
tancing was maintained. In the pro-
gramme which was organised in
the administrative building premis-
es the NTPC flag was hoisted by
Executive Director (Vindhyachal)
Munish Johri and everyone sang NTPC song. ED
Munish Johri, Chief General Manager
(Operations and Maintenance) Rabindra Kumar
Rout and GM (SSC) Vipan Kumar cut a cake. On
the occasion NTPC Vindhyachal’s GM, AGM,
heads of department/section, president, Suhasini
Sangh, Mridula Johari and Suhasini Union office-
bearers, Deputy Commandant, CISF, union/
association officials and employees were present.
The live webcast of this event was done for the
convenience of other employees. In his address
Johri said that the public sector company NTPC
Limited was set up on November 7, 1975, by the

Government of India with the
objective of fulfilling the power
requirement of the entire nation.
In the last financial year 2019-
20, NTPC Vindhyachal pro-
duced 35.6 billion units and in
this financial year till date
October 31 NTPC Vindhyachal
has produced 22.18 billion units.
Johri presented several awards
for boosting the morale of the
employees and appreciating
their valuable contribution.
NTPC Vindhyachal’s six officials
were presented Power Excel

Award, two employees the Employee of the Year
Award, 45 officers and employees the ED
Meritorious Award and commendation letters 10
officers and employees In addition four Rajbhasha
Awards were given to the departments and employ-
ees for excellent working in official language.
Thereafter Chairman and Managing Director,
NTPC Limited, Gurdeep Singh addressed the
employees of all NTPC projects through video con-
ferencing. He congratulated everyone on the
NTPC’s Raising Day.  He appreciated all NTPC
officials and employees for providing uninterrupted
power supply during the Covid-19 lockdown.
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The NTPC’s Raising Day function was on
Saturday organised at the Rihand Project in

a simplistic atmosphere.  Executive Director
(Rihand) Balaji Iyengar,
who was present as the
chief guest inaugurated
the ceremony by hoisting
the NTPC flag. The
NTPC song was sung.
Iyengar said that with a
production of 3,000
megawatt (MW) the
Rihand project is in a spe-
cial place. On the occa-
sion with the courtesy of
NTPC Rihand’s Dhanwantari Chikitsalaya and
CSR tricycles were provided to the Divyangjans
(persons with disabilities). During the pro-
gramme the visitors were welcomed by senior
manager (Human Resources ) Neeraj Kumar
who also conducted it and proposed the vote of
thanks. Prominent among those present during
the programme were Chief General Manager
(O&M) Anant Charan Sahu, General Manager
(Maintenance) S Krishna, General Manager (FM)
M Ramesh, GM (Operations) AK Chattopadhyay,
Additional General Manager (HR) KS Murthy,
heads of departments, representatives of various
unions and associations etc. Keeping in mind the
Covid-19 pandemic during the programme
was social distancing was maintained and
other guidelines were followed. 
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SP Ajay Singh inspected
Gaipura police outpost

under Vindhyachal police sta-
tion on Saturday. During the
inspection the SP directed the
cops to be updated with departmental guidelines,
ongoing drives and conduct regular patrolling
in the area. He directed them to keep an eye on
the outlaws. The SP made it clear that sanita-
tion should be kept on priority and Covid-19
prevention guidelines should be followed by
cops. Giving tips to control crime the SP
directed the outpost harge to control illegal min-
ing. He warned the cops that if anyone was found

harbouring the criminals will
not be spared. 

RETRO REFLECTIVE
TAPES: ARTO Ravikant
Shukla has directed the com-
mercial vehicle owners,
including those of tractors, to

fix retro reflective tapes on them as per the pro-
visions of the Motor Vehicles Act to avoid fine
of �10,000. He further said that the provision
was effective since 1989 but was ignored by most
of the vehicle owners. Due to mist and fog dur-
ing winter season retro reflective tapes were a
must for smooth traffic, he added. He said that
four officials of the department had been nom-
inated for different areas of the district.
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The Kotwali police on being tipped off by an
informer arrested a motorcycle thief on

Saturday. On clues provided by him the police
recovered five stolen motorcycles. On frisking
him a pistol and a live cartridge were recovered
from his possession. Police registered a case
against him under relevant sections of law and
took further action. Following the instructions
of Superintendent of Police to curb theft of vehi-
cles, arrest the
thieves and recover
the stolen motorcy-
cles the Kotwali
police has become
active. On Saturday
the police received
information from the
informer that a
stolen motorbike had been parked in an area
behind the GT Road-situated IP Mall and one
person was present there. When the police
reached the spot they caught the culprit,
Hafizarrahman alias Rahul, who sold motorcy-
cles after stealing them. On clues provided by him
recovered the five stolen motorccycles. The
accused, during interrogation, told the police that
all the vehicles had been stolen from Varanasi and
Chandauli and a scrap dealer was to come from
Varanasi for buying them. He earned his liveli-
hood through it. The police team which made the
arrest comprised inspector incharge NN Singh,
S-I Sanjay Singh and Satyendra Vikram, head-
constables Suresh Yadav, Suresh Kumar.
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Kanpur Nagar reported 66
more coronavirus positive

cases on Sunday evening.
Chief  Medical Officer Dr

Anil K Mishra said that 66
more people had tested posi-
tive for coronavirus infection
between Saturday evening and
Sunday evening taking the
tally of confirmed cases to
28,432 cases. He said that 12
cases were discharged from
hospital and cured figure
stood at 7679. 

He said no COVID-19
death in the city was report-
ed  till Sunday evening keep-
ing the death toll to 739. 

The CMO said  at present
759 active cases were under-
going treatment. Dr Mishra
said 3527 samples were sent
for testing in the city.
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Chief Development Officer
and Officiating District

Magistrate Mahendra Kumar
carried out a surprise inspec-
tion of Rama Medical College
(RMC) on Saturday. 

During the inspection, he
directed the college manage-
ment to continue all earlier
activities in the wake of the
second wave of coronavirus
infection. 

He directed the officials
and other staff members to
discharge their duties dili-
gently as they did earlier. 

Kumar said al l  the
arrangements should remain
foolproof and regular feed
of the CCTV cameras
should be sent to the
Kanpur Nagar Nigam Control
Room for its onward moni-
toring. 

He directed the medical
college officials to maintain
the case history of all the
patients and provide them

quality treatment. 
“There should be no lax-

ity in treatment of the
patients. The medical college
authorities should ensure
presence of doctors spe-
cialised in different fields in
the hospital. Report of all the

vacant beds in the hospital
should be sent to the district
administration daily along
with details of patients as in
the past,” he said. 

Kumar also asked the
medical college authorities to
make better arrangements

than earlier as there was every
likelihood that the coron-
avirus infection may increase
in due course. 

During the inspection, he
was accompanied by Chief
Medical Officer Dr Anil
Kumar Mishra.  
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Kashi Jewellers is organising
the ‘Diwali Show’ at its

Birhana road showroom here
and it will continue till
November 14. 

Kashi Jewellers vice-pres-
ident Shreyansh Kapoor said
during the Diwali Show’, a
special range of gold orna-
ments, polki, diamond, plat-
inum, gold temple meenakari
and kundan jewellery in dif-
ferent attractive designs were
available at the showroom. 

During this special jew-
ellery show, which is attract-
ing a large number of cus-
tomers, special discounts are
also being offered to the cus-
tomers. 

Keeping in view the com-
fort of customers, the show-
room remained open on
Sunday also. 

Kapoor said Kashi
Jewellers had recently been
felicitated with the Retailer of
the World Award -2020 and it
was the best retailer show-
room in the country. 

Honesty, innovation and
faith are the key to Kashi

Jewellers’ popularity among
the customers. 

During the Diwali Show,
which started on November 7,
customers can buy jewellery of
their choice. 

It may be mentioned here
that Kashi Jewellers have cre-
ated a special identity in the
minds of its customers during
past 70 years. 

It has also made tremen-

dous feats and attainments
at national and international
levels which are
proud achievements for
Kanpur city, state and the
country as well.
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Director of the Indian
Institute of Technology,

Kanpur, Prof Abhay
Karandikar, inaugurated the
thermal energy storage system
of 775 turn/hour capacity lead-
ing the UI-Assist project of the
United State and India a few
days back. 

The UI-Assist is a joint
venture of US-India which
aims at developing smart grid
and storage technology. This
new storage unit has been
established at the Centre for
Environmental Science and
Engineering (CESE) building
on IIT-K campus. 

Funded by the Department

of Science and Technology
(DST) through Indo-US
Science and Technology
Forum, New Delhi, this joint
venture aims at developing
smart grid and storage tech-
nology. 

The new thermal power
warehouse has been developed
as a part of UI-Assist’s urban
demonstration plots. This pro-
gramme has four more such
exhibit units under the cate-
gories of rural, semi-urban
and urban/institutional set-
tings. 

Prof Karandikar said the
new storage of 775 turn/hour
capacity was very effective in
bringing a balance to the sys-
tem by reducing the rising

load of air conditioning and
peak power demand. 

Employing the latest adap-
tive concept of phase change
material with a brine solution
coolant which can achieve a
temperature of -4 degrees by
using low cost energy during
off peak hours, the new system
will be able to support the AC
load during peak period for
77.5 TR for 10 hours. 

The IIT-K director also
highlighted how this technol-
ogy could be used in a smart
city and data application cen-
tres to effectively cut down on
the energy expenditure, thus
promoting sustainable growth
and development. 

The project has kick-start-

ed under the able guidance of
Prof SC Srivastava, Prof
Santanu Mishra and Prof
Ankush S of the IIT-K depart-
ment of electrical engineering.
The execution is supervised by
Vinay Kumar Tiwari of the
executive engineering in IIT-
K’s works department. Shiv
Kumar Singh from the electri-
cal engineering department is
the research establishment offi-
cer and Prof Sameer
Khandekar from the mechan-
ical engineering department
has provided assistance and
periodic guidance in the selec-
tion of technology. Kehems
Technologies, Indore, is the
official service provider for
the project.

����		���	4
�
	����	�����0��� 

Dr Sidhanshu Rai, faculty of
management  at

Chhatrapati Shahu Ji Maharaj
University, Kanpur, while
addressing a webinar on
‘Strategies to face challenges in
life’ at Christ Church College,
said it was essential for students
to surge ahead with a positive
attitude in life blended with
adequate body language in
ones personality. He said life
was full of challenges but only
some seem to meet every chal-
lenge with confidence. He said
one derived satisfaction by
picking up the gauntlet which
brought in a great sense of
accomplishment. He said each
individual wanted to grow and
the mantra for growth was
experience. He said often one
might find oneself faced with
similar challenges repeatedly
and that was when one started

to lose motivation to face the
issues and lose sight of the
potential lessons. He added
that at a point, challenges could
become problems that could
drag one into despair and frus-
tration. He said one had to
overcome these and a sense of
responsibility and awareness
was essential to begin ones
journey into a higher state of
consciousness where challenges
were no longer challenges, but
opportunities to get a glimpse
of ones highest self. 

He said one must face
challenges and this was the
most important step but often
missed by many people.

Dr Rai said one need not
underestimate the power of
being present and if one could
make a practice of facing chal-
lenges even in times of failure,
with full presence and aware-
ness, one would find most
challenges as messages from

the universe.  He said medita-
tion could help one cultivate
awareness and it was a good
tool to help bring that focus to
oneself during difficult times.
He suggested that one need to
talk to oneself for a solution
rather than leaning on some-
one else. He said others could
help one to arrive at ones own
understanding but no one
could solve problem 

He said the longer one
spent searching for guidance
outside oneself, the longer time
one spent in ignoring the prob-
lem. He mooted that one need
to assess the situation,
resources, abilities and then act.  

He added that challenges
were opportunities to grow
and this growth took place out
of ones own potentiality which
was infinite and highly active
in every moment of life. 

He said there was a reason
why certain challenges seemed

hard while others breezed right
through the same situations. He
said it was not because they
were better but it was all about
consciousness and those who
faced challenging tasks had
found a way to avoid seeing
those activities as challenges.

Dr Rai advised students to
detach themselves from the
outcome as stressing about the
potential outcome was often
what turned a molehill into a
mountain and once one shift-
ed ones focus to the thing one
was actually doing, instead of
the result, the most intimidat-
ing parts of the trial started to
disappear. The second speaker
was Dr Shiva Mishra. The
theme of the webinar was
explained the by Dr Meet
Kamal associate professor in
the department of chemistry.
Over 200 participants, includ-
ing teachers and students, took
part in the virtual session.
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Ayouth missing for the past
two days was found hang-

ing from a tree on the outskirts
of a village in Mangalpur police
station area of Kanpur Dehat
on Sunday morning. 

Police have quizzed the
villagers while forensic experts
collected evidence. 

Mahendra alias Ravi (24)
of Raipur village had left the
house on Friday evening to
arrange gunny bags for the har-
vested paddy. When he did not
return till late night, the fami-
ly members searched him at all
possible places without any
success.

On Sunday morning, some
villagers spotted the youth’s
body hanging from a mango
tree on the outskirts of the vil-
lage. 

Mahendra’s father
Sukhwasi and brother Mahipal
alleged that he was killed and
the body was hanged from the
tree. 

Sandalpur police outpost
incharge Mahendra Singh said
the youth was killed under
mysterious circumstances. He
said the exact cause of his
death would be ascertained in
the autopsy.

Mahendra was married to
Nirmala in 2018 and has a two-
month-old son. 

KANPUR (PNS): The Panki
police have arrested a wanted
criminal involved in Sausaul
(Maharajpur) explosion and
carrying a cash reward of
Rs.25,000, on Sunday morning. 

The police have so far
arrested nine accused involved
in Sarsaul explosion. 

It may be recalled that on
October 4, 2017, in an explo-
sion in an illicit firecrackers
unit, the son of the landlord
and a factory worker were
killed. 

Due to the powerful explo-
sion, the entire house of Babu
Singh where the firecrackers
factory was running had col-
lapsed while some adjacent
houses had developed cracks.

Police had registered FIR
against a dozen persons,
including Chanda alias Yasmin,
Babu Singh, Meraz, Shakeel
Hero, Asif and Aquib, and had
sent half-a-dozen accused,
including Meraz, Shakeel, Babu
Singh to jail. 

After the incident, Yasmin,
Riyaz, Kalloo, Asif and Aquib
absconded.

The Maharajpur police had
arrested Yasmin on Wednesday
and Asif on Friday and sent
them to jail. 

On Sunday morning, the
Panki police arrested the third
wanted accused, Aquib alias
Mamu, near Bhaunti Highway
along with a country-made
pistol. 

Panki Station House
Officer Atul Kumar said Aquib
would be produced in the
court. 

Aquib told the police that
he had fled to Auraiya after the
blast but when police raided the
place he shifted to Bhaunti and
was hiding there. 
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The Special Task Force

arrested the kingpin of an
ATM hackers’ gang who was
wanted by the Crime Branch of
Pune (Maharashtra).

He was arrested near
Sarsaul (Maharajpur) flyover
on Saturday and identified as
Mukesh Yadav of Karbigwa,
Narval, Kanpur. 

Police recovered two
mobile phones, one ATM card
and a motorcycle from him. 
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AB e n g a l u r u - b o u n d
Ethiopian Airlines cargo

flight made an emergency land-
ing at Mumbai airport, after it
was diverted en route from
Riyadh owing to a technical
glitch.

Informed sources said that
the Bengaluru-bound cargo
flight, ET-690, was diverted to
Mumbai after it suffered a
hydraulic leakage. 

The flight with eight-mem-
ber crew landed safely at the
Mumbai airport, after the
authorities declared a full emer-
gency after keeping the Mumbai
Fire Brigade, ambulances with
medical teams standby.

“Full Emergency was
declared for freighter flight
ET690 Ethiopian airlines from
Riyadh to Bangalore diverted to
Mumbai due to hydraulic leak-
age. The aircraft landed safely.
No one suffered injuries, “ an
airport official said.  

After the emergency was
withdrawn, normal operations
resumed at the city airport in
the afternoon. Meanwhile, the
aircraft is currently parked at the
airport where technical and
engineering teams are attending
to the technical problems faced
by it.

KOCHI: The CPI(M)’s Kerala
unit finds itself in an unenvious
position because of the over
enthusiasm of some zealots in
convincing the leadership of
their loyalty and servility,
according to party insiders.

The move  by Speaker of the
Legislative Assembly to sum-
mon officials of the
Enforcement Directorate in
connection with the latter’s
probe into the LIFE Mission
project has come under criti-
cism from Leader of Opposition
Ramesh Chennithala as well as
BJP state unit president K
Surendran.

The recent “raid” by the ED
in the residence and business
premises of Bineesh Kodiyeri,
son of CPI(M)’s Kerala secretary
Kodiyeri Balakrishnan had cre-

ated a furore among party cir-
cles. Chief Minister Pinarayi
Vijayan condemned the action
of the central agencies and
alleged that the Centre was on
a mission to derail the devel-
opment activities of  his gov-
ernment.

The ED raid in the house
and business establishments of
Bineesh, who has been arrested
by the former on charges of
money laundering and financ-
ing  narcotics dealer Anoop
Mohammed was a foregone
conclusion as the arrival of the
sleuths were published in news-
papers and news channels well
in advance.

The controversy erupted
when the ED team ‘seized’ a
credit card in the name of
Anoop Mohammed from the

residence of Bineesh. His wife
Rennitta alleged that the card
was placed  by the ED officials
themselves and they forced
her to sign on papers stating
that it was seized from the
house which she refused to
oblige.

The “raid” saw a stand off
between Kerala Police and ED
team with the former ques-
tioning the competence of the
latter to enter the house of
Kodiyeri. Kerala State Child
Welfare Commission chair-
man and members too rushed
to the residence of Kodiyeri on
hearing the news that the two-
year old child of Bineesh was
“harassed’ by the ED team. The
ED has been slapped with a
show cause notice by the com-
mission. PNS
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Income Tax Department offi-
cials raiding the religious and

business premises of Believers
Eastern Church, one of the
biggest evangelistic organisa-
tions in Asia, at Thiruvalla in
Kerala on Saturday were taken
aback when they saw the con-
tents inside a luxury car parked
in a high security underground
garage. The car contained unac-
counted currencies worth Rs5.7
million.  

The car belonged to a
youth in Thiruvalla and had
been loaned to Daniel
Varghese, head of the Church’s
finance department of Believers
Eastern Church the spiritual
head of which is K P Yohannan.
Confronted by the Income Tax

officials, Varghese is reported
to have told them that he did-
n’t get time to get rid of the cur-
rency notes. He also told the
owner of the vehicle not to get
upset as the “currency issue”
would be taken care of by the
former.

Sources in the IT
Department said that till late
Saturday, the raids yielded
unaccounted money to the
tune of Rs 15 crore. Chances
are that the Enforcement
Directorate would enter the
scene now. There are many
questions that remain unan-
swered and ED would be able
to find the answers,” said an IT
official.

The IT Department
launched massive raids on all
establishments of the BEC  fol-

lowing specific inputs that the
Church, engaged in proselyti-
zation  and other charity works
have infringed the Foreign
Exchange Regulation Act and
Foreign Exchange
Management Act (FEMA)
many times. The funds and
donations received in connec-
tion with charity programmes
are meant only for that work
and the receivers of the funds
are bound to furnish the details
to the revenue department.

The BEC with business
interests in educational insti-
tutions, hospitals, plantations,
hospitals and satellite Television
channels receives crores of
rupees as donations from for-
eign countries under the garb
of charity. But the raids which
commenced on  November 5

have found illegal transactions
involving more than Rs 6,000
crore received from abroad. A
major portion of these dona-
tions have been invested in real
estate and other business enter-
prises owned and operated by
K P Yohannan, who had
installed himself as the bishop
of the sect. Yohannan has thou-
sands of followers and the
prayer meetings convened by
him as “Miracle Crusades”
draw thousands of people from
all religions. Thousands from
other religions across India
have been converted by
Yohannan and his team to the
way of Jesus, according to an
intelligence official based in
Kerala.

The Pioneer was told that
besides Kerala, the establish-

ment of BEC and Gospal Asia
(a subsidiary concern) spread
across the States of Tamil Nadu,
West Bengal, Karnataka,
Chandigarh, Punjab, and
Telangana are under the scan-
ner of the IT Department.

Yohannan, who is known
now as Moran Mar Athanasius
Yohan Metropolitan I is trav-
elling in USA as part of mobi-
lizing resources for the various
missions and projects being
implemented in India under
the BEC. 

The BEC was in the news
recently over the sprawling
Cheruvalli Estate in
Pathanamthitta district which
is being acquired by the
Government of Kerala for con-
structing a new international
airport.
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Continuing its drive against
drug peddlers and those

possessing the contraband in
Bollywood, the Narcotics
Control Bureau (NCB) raided
the residence of noted film
producer Firoz A Nadiadwala,
seized drugs and cash of
Rs.3.59 lakh and arrested his
wife and four others.

In a raid conducted at
Nadiadwalas’ residence along
Gulmohar Cross Road at Juhu
Vile Parle Development
(JVPD) Scheme in north-west
Mumbai, the NCB sleuths

seized a total of 717.1 gm of
Ganja, 74.1 gm charas and
95.1 gm MD (Commercial
Quantity) along with Rs
3,58,610. The NCB seized 10
gm of Ganja from another
accused Wahid Abdul kadir
Sheikh @ Sultan.

In all, the NCB sleuths
arrested five persons, including
Firoz A. Nadiadwala’s wife
Shabana Saeed.

“Shabana Saeed was issued
notice u/s 67 of NDPS Act
After recording her statement,
she was placed under arrest
today,” an NCB statement said.  

It is quite likely that Firoz

Nadiadwala will be summoned
by the NCB for questioning in
connection with the operation
conducted by it earlier in the
day.  

Sources said that Sunday’s
operation was part of the NCB’s
drive aimed at unravelling the
nexus between drugs mafia
and Bollywood.

Firoz Nadiadwala is cred-
ited with making several
Bollywood blockbusters,
including “Welcome”,
“Welcome Back”, “Phir Hera
Phera”, “Awara Paagal
Deewana” and “Rama 
Shastra”.

5�" ���	����	�����������������
5�������*�	��B�	���
	*���	�
��������
�$
���������������

4	�������������-����	�4�����$�����������������  !"

���� ,0 -�0�30

The Darbhanga airport in
north Bihar began opera-

tions on Sunday, meeting the
long-standing demand of the
people of the Mithila region
who had to travel for hours to
Patna to catch a flight.

As the first flight, operat-
ed by Spicejet, landed at the air-
port from Bengaluru, it was
given the customary water
salute, while the passengers
were greeted with ''Mithila
Paags'' (a traditional cap) and
garlands.

The plane then took off for
Delhi with 180 passengers,
including Darbhanga''s BJP
MP Gopaljee Thakur,
Darbhanga Town legislator
Sanjay Saraogi and MLC Dilip

Chaudhary.
Darbhanga will be con-

nected by flights to Delhi,
Mumbai and Bengaluru, offi-
cials said.

People of the region will
save at least four-five hours
travelling to and from Patna
with the airport beginning
operations, they said.

“It is really a good begin-
ning. Hope that infrastructure
and other facilities at the air-
port will improve and flight
service to other cities will also
start,” said a passenger who
arrived from Bengaluru.

A person, who had come to
see off a relative at the airport,
said that with the airport start-
ing operations, people will not
have to miss flights due to traf-
fic jams while travelling to

Patna.
“There were times when

we used to get stuck at the
Gandhi Setu due to traffic
jams. Also, now we won''t have
to travel to Patna to receive
someone or to see them off,” he
said. With a lump in his throat,
a man who was at the airport
to receive his daughter said,
“Today, I will be receiving her
in my hometown.”

The Airports Authority of
India has developed the airport
as a civil enclave, which is part
of an Indian Air 
Force base allocated for civil
aviation operations, at Kevti,
around six km from the
Darbhanga town.

The foundation stone for
the Darbhanga airport, the
third in the state after Patna

and Gaya, was laid in
December 2018.

The flights will be operat-
ed by Spicejet under regional
connectivity scheme ''Udan''.

Civil Aviation Minister
Hardeep Singh Puri had
announced in September that
the airport will begin opera-
tions in the first week of
November ahead of Chhath.

The terminal building of
the airport has a capacity to
handle 150 passengers, he had
said.

Thakur, the local MP, said,
“People of the Mithila region
are thankful to Prime Minister
Narendra Modi for starting
flight service from Darbhanga.
I also thank the civil aviation
minister who began the oper-
ations before Chhath Puja.” 
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Srinagar: Another 555 persons
tested positive in Jammu &
Kashmir on Sunday while 456
were discharged from hospitals
after they recovered from the
Covid-19 infection.

An official statement said
555 persons had tested positive
of which 213 were from Jammu
and 342 from Kashmir while
456 patients were discharged
from different hospitals after
they recovered from 
Covid-19.

As many as 98,892 people
in J&K have been infected by
the coronavirus, of which
91,681 have recovered. IANS
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In somewhat marginal fluc-
tuations in the Covid-19

fatalities and infected cases, the
daily deaths dropped to 125,
while the infections rose to
5092 in Maharashtra on
Sunday.   A day after the infec-
tions plummeted to 3.959 and
the number of deaths rose to
150, the daily infections went
up to 5092, while the deaths
came down to 125.

Out of the 125 deaths
reported on Sunday, 60 are
from the last 48 hours and 14
were from last week. As part of
reconciliation, another 15
deaths were added to Sunday’s
death tally which went up in
the process to 125.   

With 5092 new infected

cases, the total infections in the
state jumped from 17,14,273 to
17,19,858.  Similarly,  the
Covid-19 toll in the state went
up from 45,115 to 45,240.  

As 8,232 more people were
discharged from various hos-
pitals the number of people dis-
charged from the hospitals
after full recovery since the sec-
ond week of March this year
went up to 15,77,322. The
recovery rate in the state rose
from  91.53 per cent to 91.71
per cent. Of the 125 deaths
(including 15 additional rec-
onciled deaths) reported,
Thane accounted for a maxi-
mum of 25 deaths, followed by
23 deaths in Mumbai and 15 in
Pune.

In the lower range, nine
deaths each in Solapur and

Satara, 5 each in Sangli and
Nanded, 4 each in Raigad and
Beed, 3 each in Nashik,
Ahmednagar, Ratnagiri, Latur
and Buldhana, 2 each in
Palghar, Kolhapur and
Bhandara and  one death each
in Jalgaon, Akola, Nagpur,
Chandrapur, besides one from
another state. 

With 23 fresh deaths, the
Covid-19 toll in Mumbai
climbed from 10,422 to 10,445,
while the infected cases rose by
1,003 to trigger a jump in the
to6tal infections from 263,049
to 264,545. Meanwhile, the
number of “active cases” in the
state came down one lakh
mark as the total cases dropped
from 99,151 to 96,372.. The
fatality rate in the state stood at
2.63 per cent.
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“In the ensuing firefight, two more
terrorists were killed. Own troops suf-
fered three KIA and two injured,” Col
Kalia said.

He added that the injured soldiers
have been evacuated. The operation is
in progress and further details are
awaited, the spokesperson said.

This year, till date, more than 210
terrorists have been neutralised by the
joint teams of security forces in the hin-
terland and along the LoC. Pakistani
forces have also carried out more than
3,800 unprovoked ceasefire violations to
disturb the peace in the region.

To keep the terror pot boiling, the
terrorist handlers sitting in Pakistan
have also started using drones and
quadcopters for smuggling of arms and
narcot ic  substances  across  the
International Border (IB) and the LoC.

-�,1���21,31.�(4
�4 ��(4�0 ,.�
���(��3�0�1 �!0

“I understand your disappointment
tonight. I’’ve lost a couple times myself.
But now, let’’s give each other a chance,”
Biden said, adding that, “This is the time
to heal in America.”

“I sought this office to restore the
soul of America, to rebuild the backbone
of this nation, the middle class and to
make America respected around the
world again, and to unite us here at
home,” the President-elect said.

In her address, Harris, who script-
ed history as she broke the glass ceiling
in the world’’s oldest democracy to be
elected America’’s first Black and Indian-
orign woman Vice President, said, “You
chose hope, and unity, decency, science
and yes truth.”

“You chose Joe Biden as the next
president of the United States,” said said,
drawing applause and honks from the
supporters.

“Joe’’s a healer,” she said. “A person
whose own experience of loss gives him
a sense of purpose that will help us as

a nation reclaim our own sense of pur-
pose.”

“You ushered in a new day for
America,” the 56-year-old Senator from
California, said before introducing
Biden.

The 2020 US election has been
billed as one of the most divisive in
recent American history.

“We are not enemies. We are
Americans,” Biden said.

The mandate of this election, he
said, is that Americans have called on
them to marshal the forces of decency
and the forces of fairness. To marshal the
forces of science and the forces of hope
in the great battles of this time.

“The battle to control the virus. The
battle to build prosperity. The battle to
secure your family’s health care.

“The battle to achieve racial justice
and root out systemic racism in this
country.The battle to save the climate.
The battle to restore decency, defend
democracy, and give everybody in this
country a fair shot,” he said.

Observing that he has long talked
about the battle for the soul of America,
Biden sought to restore it.

“Our nation is shaped by the con-
stant battle between our better angels
and our darkest impulses. It is time for
our better angels to prevail,” he said.

Asserting that the whole world is
watching America, Biden said he
believes at best America is a beacon for
the globe.

Biden assured Americans that his
first task as President-elect is to get the
raging coronavirus pandemic under
control with a definite plan that will be
“built on bedrock science.”

The COVID-19 pandemic has killed
more than 237,000 Americans and
infected over 9 million others. The pan-
demic was a major topic of debate dur-
ing the presidential campaign. Biden has
repeatedly attacked Trump’’s response to
the pandemic.

“On Monday, I will name a group of
leading scientists and experts as transi-
tion advisers to help take the Biden-
Harris Covid plan and convert it into an
action blueprint that will start on
January 20, 2021,” Biden said. “That plan
will be built on bedrock science,” he
added.

“I will spare no effort” to turn the
COVID-19 pandemic around, he added.

Biden and Vice President-elect
Kamala Harris were joined on stage fol-
lowing their speeches by their families.

Biden kissed his grandchildren and
hugged his family as fireworks explod-
ed overhead. A series of drones also flew
overhead and made the shape of the US
and “BIDEN.”

Earlier,  major news networks
declared Biden as the winner of the
November 3 presidential election after
he crossed the threshold of 270 
electoral college votes needed to secure
victory.

The news of Biden’s win led to cel-
ebrations in major cities across the US,
including outside the White House in
Washington DC. 
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SAFAR stated the air quality was
likely to marginally deteriorate and
stay at the ‘severe’ to the higher end of
‘very poor’ category for the next two
days. An AQI between zero and 50 is
considered “good”, 51 and 100 “satis-
factory”, 101 and 200 “moderate”, 201
and 300 “poor”, 301 and 400 “very poor”,
and 401 and 500 “severe”. Out of 35
monitoring stations in Delhi, 31 record-
ed ‘severe’ AQI. The only stations with
AQI in the ‘very poor’ category were
Lodhi Road at 333, NSIT Dwarka at 377
and Pusa at 374.

The data for North Campus was not
available.

NCR area also recorded ‘severe’
AQI with Gurgaon at 434, Ghaziabad at
456, Noida 428 and Greater Noida at
440. Farm fire count stood at 4,528 on
Friday, the highest of this season, with
central government’s Air Quality Early
Warning System for Delhi stating that
the city’s air quality is likely to remain
“severe” on Diwali as well.

The AQI was recorded at 427 on
Saturday evening. SAFAR said the share
of stubble burning in Delhi’s PM2.5 pol-
lution was estimated at 21 per cent on
Friday. It was 42 per cent on Thursday,
the maximum so far this season.

Last year, the contribution of stub-
ble burning to Delhi’s pollution had
peaked to 44 per cent on November 1,
according to SAFAR data.
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Professor Justin Stebbing, study
lead and professor of medicine and
oncology at Imperial College London,
said that the finding should not be
ignored. ‘The NHS is open, and will
carry on with cancer treatment, but the
lesson from these findings is that we
have to prioritise these very vulnerable
people.

‘A lockdown doesn’t apply to hospi-
tals but it does tend to cause that as an
aside. Prioritising virus testing for
patients and their care workers, and
including these patients in the early roll-
out phase of vaccines, is what we must
now do.’

The authors of the study said
patients should be encouraged to attend
routine cancer screenings and follow ups
as long as ‘proper precautionary mea-
sures’ are taken prior to a clinical visit.

As well as increased risk for those
with lung and blood cancer, the research
also found that being aged over 65 and
being male also increased the risk of
mortality.
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The BJP claimed that the corporate
taxpayers’ returns in 2018-19 were 35%
higher than the number of returns in
2013-14. “During 2016-17, 8.03 lakh
returns were filed by corporate taxpay-
ers; this increased to 9.42 lakh in 2017-
18”, the party said.

Operat ion clean money was
launched after demonetisation. Self-
assessment tax of more than Rs 13,000
crore was paid by targeted non-filers,”

said the BJP.
Stating that demonetisation was

good for the country, BJP national
spokesperson Rajeev Chandrasekhar
said it resulted in cleaning up of the
economy, formalisation of the informal
sector and revenue aggregation.

“Demonitisation had dealt a body
blow to the systemic financial corrup-
tion and black money economy. Since
then, it has simultaneously invigorated
formal economy and brought unprece-
dented financial benefits to all sections
of society,” he said here at a press con-
ference.

On November 8 in 2016, Prime
Minister Modi had announced to ban all
currency notes of higher denomination
of Rs 500 and Rs 1,000 from midnight.

Consequent to this restrictions were
placed on the withdrawal of money from
banks or ATMs.

The BJP and the Government also
claimed that the move had checkmated
terror funding in India by way of stop-
ping the supply of the black money.
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The statement said the two sides had
a candid, in-depth and constructive
exchange of views on disengagement
along the LAC in the Western Sector of
India-China border areas.

Standing firm on its stand, the
Indian delegation insisted that the
Chinese withdraw from all the stand-off
points in eastern Ladakh.  China, how-
ever, wanted the Indian troops to pull
back from the vantage positions in
south and north banks of Pangong
Tso(lake)in Ladakh, sources said.  The
Indian Army in August occupied all the
high points in these areas giving them
distinct advantage over the Chinese.

At present, more than one lakh
troops from both the armies are
deployed in the 1,700 km long LAC in
Ladakh.  Moreover, both the armies have
brought forward their heavy weapons to
provide muscle their defences.

Even as India has all along favoured

dialogue to resolve the current situation,
the Indian army is preparing for a long
haul.  It has already bolstered its logis-
tical support in terms of winter clothes
and insulated prefabricated huts.  These
critical items will held the soldiers to
withstand the harsh winters when the
temperature dips minus 20 and below.

Chief of Defence Staff Gen Bipin
Rawat on Friday asserted India will not
accept any shifting of the LAC, and
noted that the possibility of transgres-
sions and confrontations on the border
spiralling into a “larger conflict” cannot
be ruled out.

At the seventh round of talks too on
October 13, both sides had agreed to
maintain dialogue and communication
through military and diplomatic chan-
nels to arrive at a mutually acceptable
solution for disengagement “as early as
possible”.  India has maintained the onus
is on China to carry forward the process
of disengagement and de-escalation at
the friction points in the mountainous
region.

Following the sixth round of mili-
tary talks on September 21, the two sides
announced a slew of decisions in a joint
statement including not to send more
troops to the frontline, refrain from uni-
laterally changing the situation on the
ground and avoid taking any actions that
may further complicate matters.

The sixth round was held with a spe-
cific agenda of exploring ways to imple-
ment a five-point agreement reached
between External Affairs Minister S
Jaishankar and his Chinese counterpart
Wang Yi at a meeting in Moscow on
September 10 on the sidelines of a
Shanghai  Cooperat ion
Organisation(SCO) conclave.

The pact included measures like
quick disengagement of troops, avoid-
ing action that could escalate tensions,
adherence to all agreements and proto-
cols on border management and steps to
restore peace along the LAC.

When asked about the six-month-
long military standoff, External Affairs
Ministr y Spokesperson Anurag
Srivastava said at a media briefing on
Friday both sides continue to maintain
close communication at the military and
diplomatic levels to achieve complete
disengagement along the LAC.
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Andhra Pradesh,
Chhattisgarh, Jammu and

Kashmir, West Bengal and
Rajasthan are among the top
five States which reported a
maximum decline in the sale of
liquor while Punjab, Haryana,
Uttarakhand, Telangana and
Uttar Pradesh have witnessed
record sales between July and
September, during the unlock
period this year. The liquor
industry has reported a decline
of 8.98 per cent at 78 million
cases in this period in the
IMFL segment. Though the
pan-India liquor sale has
improved in the second quar-
ter, it was the first quarter
(April-June) which did the
maximum damage. Last year,
the liquor industry had sold
85.7 million cases (9 litres
each) during the same period
last year.

As per data compiled by
liquor industry, As per data
compiled by liquor industry,
the sale of liquor dropped by 51
percent in Andhra Pradesh, 40
percent in Chhattisgarh, 39
percent in Jammu and
Kashmir, 22 percent in West
Bengal and 20 percent in
Rajasthan. On the other hand,
Punjab recorded over 20 per-
cent growth, Haryana 17 per-
cent, Uttarakhand 15 percent,

Telangana seven percent and
UP six percent in the liquor
sale. These states stayed away
from imposing high Corona
taxes.

To improve the sale, the
Andhra Pradesh government
has recently cut down the price
of Indian Made Foreign Liquor
in the medium and premium
categories by at least 25 to 30
per cent, citing instances of
‘smuggling’ from outside the
state.

“Complete ban on liquor
sale during lockdown followed
by imposition of steep corona
tax in some states have led to
a drop of 29 percent in sale of
liquor across India in the first
half of the current fiscal.
Situation has been worse in
states like Andhra Pradesh,
Chhattisgarh, West Bengal and
Rajasthan where sales have
seen a steep decline as these

states have imposed a corona
tax on liquor. Sales were near-
ly 30% below the same month
last year in September. Also, the
quantum of decline in sales was
in clear relation to the quantum
of tax imposed,” said Vinod
Giri, director general of the
Confederation of Indian
Alcoholic Beverage Companies
(CIABC).

For the first half of the fis-
cal (April-September), all India
sales volume growth for the
IMFL segment was down 29.06
per cent to 122 million cases,
in comparison to 172 million
cases in during the same peri-
od last year. Leaving out April,
when the entire liquor trade
was shut down under lock-
down, the sales growth for the
period May to September in
2020 was (minus) 16 per cent
over the same period last year,”
said CIABC.

��
�� �1��,12��

The Congress on Sunday
slammed the Modi

Government alleging that the
NDA Government has contin-
uously changed the explanato-
ry reasons for carrying out the
demonetisation measure four
years ago and that it has
“destroyed” the Indian econo-
my.

Prime Minister Narendra
Modi on November 8, 2016
had announced the decision to
ban all currency notes of high-
er denomination of �500 and �
1,000 from midnight.

The Congress observed the
fourth anniversary of demon-
etisation as “Vishwasghaat
Diwas” (betrayal day) and ran
a social media campaign
‘’SpeakUpAgainstDeMoDisaste
r’’.

Former Congress presi-
dent Rahul Gandhi slammed
the government over demon-
etisation, alleging that Prime
Minister Narendra Modi’’s
move four years ago was aimed
at helping a few of his “crony
capitalist friends” and had
“destroyed” the Indian econo-
my.

Rahul said the Congress
have been alleging that the
2016 demonetisation was not
in the interest of the people and

had adverse effects on the
economy, a charge the govern-
ment has dismissed repeated-
ly.

In a video released as part
of the party’’s online
‘’SpeakUpAgainstDeMoDisaste
r’’ campaign, Rahul Gandhi
said the question is how the
economy of Bangladesh “sur-
passed” the Indian economy as
there was a time when India
used to be one of the most high
performing economies of the
world.

“The Government says that
the reason is COVID but if that
is the reason, there is COVID
in Bangladesh and elsewhere in
the world also. The reason is
not COVID, the reason is
‘’Notebandi’’ and GST,” Rahul
said in a tweet message in
Hindi.

As part of the campaign,
former finance minister P
Chidambaram said, “The first
lesson every ruler and every
government must learn is that
- even if you do not do good to
the people, do not do harm.
The BJP-led NDA government
did great harm to India’’s econ-
omy on November 8th, 2016.”

Several senior Congress
leaders such as Mallikarjun
Kharge, Shashi Tharoor and
Salman Khurshid also
slammed the government over
demonetisation as part of the

party’’s online campaign. 
Former Union Minister

Ajay Maken at a media brief-
ing quoted former Prime
Minister Manmohan Singh’’s
remarks on November 24,
2016, to hit out at the govern-
ment.

“The way this scheme has
been implemented— is a mon-
umental management failure,
and in fact, it is a case of organ-
ised loot, legalised plunder of
the common people,” Maken
quoted Singh as saying.

“Modi ji’s Government
continuously changed the
explanatory reasons for car-
rying out demonetization,”
Maken said.

The Congress leader said
that at different points, these
were -- to counter black
money and corruption, to
stem out fake currency or

“counterfeit”, for a “digital or
cashless” economy, to tackle
Maoism, terrorism and sepa-
ratism, to bring idle savings
into banks, to expand and
deepen the tax base, to arrive
at a bigger, cleaner and real
GDP and for faster economic
growth, to bring down real
estate prices and to partner
with the GST.

Maken also made a point
by point rebuttal of the various
objectives cited for demoneti-
sation.

On the assertion that
demonetisation has helped in
reducing black money and
corruption, the party’s General
Secretary said 99.3 per cent of
the demonetised currency
came back to the system.

“As far as corruption is
concerned, we have seen a
surge in the use of immense

money power in poaching
MLAs and destabilising non-
BJP led state governments,”
Maken alleged.

On counterfeit currency,
he asked why have incidents of
fake and counterfeit currency
notes increased after demon-
etisation.

Hitting out at the govern-
ment, Maken asked why cash
transactions had increased
after demonetisation and
whether a cashless economy
was even desirable.

“How has Maoism, ter-
rorism and separatism been
impacted by demonetisation,”
he asked.

Maken also argued that
demonetisation did not have
any positive impact on savings
and had adversely impacted
real estate and also resulted in
job losses.
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Attorney General KK
Venugopal has refused to

reconsider his November 2
decision declining consent to
BJP leader and lawyer Ashwini
Upadhyay to initiate contempt
proceedings against the
Andhra Pradesh Chief Minister
and his principal advisor for
making allegations against
judges.

The topmost law officer, in
his reply to Upadhyay’s letter
seeking reconsideration of the
decision, reiterated his stand
saying that the issue of con-
tempt was between Chief
Justice of India (CJI) S A Bobde
and Chief Minister Y S
Jaganmohan Reddy and his
principal advisor Ajeya Kallam.

Venugopal on Saturday
also said in the response that
the lawyer was not precluded
from raising this issue on his
own before apex court judges
or during the hearing of a PIL
filed by him only seeking the
lifetime ban on convicted law-
makers.

Upadhyay, on November 5,
had urged Venugopal to have a
relook on the decision and said,
“I humbly request you to
peruse these points (particu-
larly the fact that the question
of contempt is not pending
anywhere else) and kindly
reconsider the granting of con-
sent to my request.”

“This is an issue of great
importance at a time when our
judiciary continues to be
besieged by attacks, and a
strong stand needs to be taken
by those of us who are a part
of the institution,” he said.

In the November 7 reply,
Venugopal referred to his ear-

lier response and said, “The
very crux of the alleged con-
tempt lies in the contents of the
letter written by Y S
Jaganmohan Reddy to the
Chief Justice of India, and thus
open to the the Supreme Court
to take up the matter of con-
tempt suo motu as provided by
the Contempt of Courts Act,
and the rules made thereun-
der.”

“Given that the CJI is
seized of the matter, it would
not be appropriate for me to
grant consent and preclude
the determination of the Chief
Justice of India on the matter.
As you are no doubt aware,
contempt is a matter between
court and contemnor, and no
person as of right can insist
upon the initiation of con-
tempt proceedings,” he said.

Venugopal said his deci-
sion does not precluded
Upadhyay from bringing these
facts to the notice of the judges
of the Supreme Court with a
prayer for initiation of suo
motu action.

“You may exercise this
right by way of information
placed on the administrative
side or by bringing it to the
attention of the court during
the hearing of ...where you are
already a petitioner in person,”
Venugopal said in his letter.

Taking the consent of the
law officer is a condition prece-
dent for initiating criminal
contempt against a person.

In an unprecedented move,
the Chief Minister, on October
6, had written to the CJI alleg-
ing that the Andhra Pradesh
High Court was being used to
“destabilise and topple my
democratically elected
Government”.
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The National Dairy
Development Board

(NDDB)’s dairy service has
developed indigenous sex-sort-
ed semen technology to ensure
birth of only female calves. The
first female calf from the sex-
sorted semen dose, produced at
Alamadhi Semen Station
(Tamil Nadu), was born in a
farm near Chennai in October
2020. Currently, sex-sorted
semen technologies are pro-
prietary to a few multi-nation-
al companies, which makes
the technology expensive for
dairy farmers.

Sexed sorted semen is spe-
cially processed semen of bulls
from which ‘Y’ chromosomes
in sperm cells — which lead to
the birth of a male calf — are
either removed through a ‘sort-

ing’ process or killed. Semen
which has only ‘X’ chromo-
somes can ensure that a female
calf is born.

“The field trials of the
technology were encouraging.
The ability to assure the birth
of only female calves provides
huge financial advantage to
dairy farmers The sex sorted
semen dose produced using the
indigenous technology is
reported to be meeting the
industry quality and produc-
tion benchmarks...This devel-
opment would lead to a large-
scale adoption of the technol-
ogy,” NDDB Chairman Dilip
Rath said on Sunday.

The project to develop
indigenous technology for sex-
sorting bovine sperms was taken
by NDDB Dairy Services
Services a few years ago with an
objective to significantly bring

down the cost of sex-sorted
semen doses so that it becomes
affordable for dairy farmers in
India, he added. Rath also
expressed confidence that the
new technology would help in
achieving Prime Minister
Narendra Modi’’s vision of
‘’Make in India’’ programme
and the current quest for an
‘’Aatmanirbhar Bharat’’.

NDDB Dairy Services
Managing Director Saugata
Mitra said, “The technology will
help bring down the cost of arti-
ficial insemination using sex
sorted semen significantly from
the existing ̀ 1,000. This will also
be a turning point in 
overcoming the problem of stray
cattle in the country”.

NDDB Dairy Services man-
ages four large semen stations in
the country -- Sabarmati Ashram
Gaushala near Ahmedabad,

Animal Breeding Centre near
Lucknow, Alamadhi Semen
Station near Chennai and Rahuri
Semen Station near Pune.

These semen stations
together produce about 35 per
cent of the total semen produced
in the country. 
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Indian scientists have devel-
oped an eco-friendly smart

screen from groundnut shells
that could help not only in pre-
serving privacy but also in
energy conservation by con-
trolling light and heat passing
through it and reducing air
conditioning load.

Led by Prof S Krishna
Prasad, along with Dr Shankar
Rao of the Centre for Nano and
Soft Matter Sciences (CeNS),
Bangalore, an autonomous
institute of the Department of
Science & Technology,
Government of the researchers
developed smart screen appli-
cation, liquid crystal mole-
cules which were confined in
a polymer matrix.

“The matrix was built
using cellulose nanocrystals
(CNC) which were prepared
from discarded groundnut
shells by Prof Yuvraj Singh
Negi’s team at IIT Roorkee. The
refractive index of the liquid
crystal molecules along a par-
ticular direction were altered
by the application of an electric
field.

“In the absence of the elec-
tric field, there was a mismatch
between refractive indices
between those of the polymer
and the liquid crystal, leading

to the scattering of light. Upon
application of a few volts of an
electric field, the liquid crystal
molecules underwent a direc-
tion change resulting in the
matching of refractive indices,
and the device became trans-
parent almost instantaneously. 

“When the field was
turned off, the system quickly
recovered the scattering state.
This reversible change between
the two states available at the
flip of a switch occurred over
thousands of cycles, with
essentially no change in con-
trast or switching speed,” said
the scientists about the device
which has been described in a
recent issue of Applied Physics
Letters.

Pragnya and Dr Srividhya,
students who worked on the
device, emphasised that the
protocol for the CNC prepa-
ration plays a key role in con-
trolling the device contrast
with the IIT Roorkee material
outperforming the CNC avail-
able from commercial sources.

The scientists said that
while, in principal, the device
could be developed from any
cellulose or agricultural waste,
due to certain properties of
groundnut waste, the smart
screen developed from
groundnut waste has been
found to be most efficient.
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Keeping with the trend of
single-day COVID-19

recoveries outnumbering daily
new cases, 49,082 patients
have recuperated from the
disease in a day taking the total
recoveries to 78.68 lakh which
exceed the active infections by
73,56,303, the Union Health
Ministry said on Sunday.

Incidentally, seventy six
per cent of the new recovered
cases, and as many, new infec-
tions were reported from 10
states and UTs.  Kerala report-
ed 7,201 cases in the last 24
hours followed closely by
Delhi with 6,953 cases.
Maharashtra has come a dis-
tant third with 3,959 new
cases yesterday.

The Ministry said that the
trend of single-day Covid-19
recoveries exceeding daily new
cases has been observed for
the 37th day on Sunday.

“This has played a pivotal
role in pushing down the
active cases which is present-
ly 5,12,665 and comprise 6.03
per cent of the total caseload,”
the ministry said. India has
reported less than 50,000 daily
new cases in a span of 24 hours
with 45,674 persons having
tested positive for coronavirus
infection.

“New daily cases 
have been trending down-
ward since October 15,” the
ministry said.

“The gap between 
recovered cases and active
cases presently stands at
73,56,303. This gap has been
steadily increasing,” the min-
istry underlined.

Seventy six per cent of the
new recovered cases are
observed to be concentrated in
10 States and UTs.
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Researchers from Columbia
University have developed

a long-lasting and affordable
nasal spray that can successfully
prevent Covid-19 infections.
These sprays have currently
been tested in ferrets, and 3D
model of human lungs.
However, the spray cannot be
given out for public use just yet.
Like any other medical tool, the
nasal spray also needs to go
through human clinical trials.

Currently, various vaccines
are being developed by
researchers around the world to
provide effective prevention
from COVID-19 but scientists
say that nasal spray can help in
prevention of the infection in
places where mass vaccina-
tion can take longer time in the
absence of a vaccine.

Also, people who do not get
their hands on a vaccine can
spray themselves daily, and

keep the risk of the virus at bay.
This will not only reduce the
burden on healthcare but will
also help limit the spread of the
virus in humans, which is the
ultimate goal, said the scientists.

The spray attacks the virus
directly. It contains a lipopep-
tide, a cholesterol particle linked
to a chain of amino acids, the
building blocks of proteins.
This particular lipopeptide
exactly matches a stretch of
amino acids in the spike protein
of the virus, which the pathogen
uses to attach to a human air-
way or lung cell.

Before a virus can inject its
RNA into a cell, the spike must
effectively unzip, exposing two
chains of amino acids, in order
to fuse to the cell wall. As the
spike zips back up to complete
the process, the lipopeptide in
the spray inserts itself, latching
on to one of the spike’s amino
acid chains and preventing the
virus from attaching, explained

the  researchers.
“It is like you are zipping a

zipper but you put another
zipper inside, so the two sides
cannot meet,” said Matteo
Porotto, a microbiologist at
Columbia University and one of
the paper’s authors.

However, the team, said it
would require additional fund-
ing to pursue clinical trials in
humans. Dr. Anne Moscona, a
pediatrician and microbiologist
at Columbia and co-author of
the study, said they had applied
for a patent on the product, and
she hoped Columbia University
would approach the federal
government’s Operation Warp
Speed or large pharmaceutical
companies that are seeking
new ways to combat the coro-
navirus.

The work was described in
a paper posted to the preprint
server bioRxiv  and has been
submitted to the journal
Science for peer review.
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Several senior Congress lead-
ers have hailed Joe Biden

and Kamala Harris’ triumph in
the US elections, with some
attacking the BJP alleging that
it appeared to side with Donald
Trump not following biparti-
sanship in foreign policy.

Biden defeated incumbent
President Trump in a bitterly-
fought presidential election
that attracted a record number
of Americans to cast their
votes.

Asked about the slogan
“Ab ki baar, Trump sarkar” at
the Howdy Modi event in
Houston and whether such
things could affect ties,
Congress general secretary
Ajay Maken at a media brief-
ing seemed to take an indirect
swipe at the Modi dispensation,
saying the Congress has always
believed that the country, its
leaders and political parties
should not directly or indirectly
interfere in the politics of other
countries.

“We have always believed

in this and whenever we were
in government, we never inter-
fered in the politics of other
countries directly or indirect-
ly because we don’t consider it
right,” he said.

“Our leaders never tried to
give a message that one candi-
date in (US) elections there is
more liked than the other. The
congratulatory message by
Congress president (Sonia
Gandhi) and Rahul Gandhi is
not to any party leader but to
the president-elect, this is our
tradition,” Maken said while
answering a question on
whether his party sees the US
election results as a victory of
one ideology.

Meanwhile, BJP leaders on
Sunday said Indo-US relations
are based on the principles of
democracy, and Prime Minister
Narendra Modi and Biden will
take the ties forward to the next
level.

“The US and India stand
on a strong bipartisan bilater-
al relationship based on the
principles of democracy, mutu-
al benefits and global peace. I

am sure under the new leader-
ship of Biden-Harris, US-India
ties will continue to progress as
strong as they have been,” BJP
leader Ram Madhav told PTI.

Modi and Biden knew each
other well from the days of the
Obama administration,
Madhav said, while pointing
out that the latter was instru-
mental in holding an event of
the prime minister at New
York’s Madison Square on his
first trip to the United States
since being elected to the top
post.

Rajasthan Chief Minister
and senior Congress leader
Ashok Gehlot attacked the BJP
over Biden’s win, saying, “Rahul
Gandhi ji’s advice to EAM S.
Jaishankar that PM Modi ji
should have avoided getting
involved in domestic politics of
the US has proved right with
the outcome of the US elec-
tions.”

Rahul Gandhi’s advice has
been widely appreciated across
the spectrum, along with his
other sensible pieces of advice,
including those related to

COVID-19, Gehlot said.
In a tweet on Saturday,

Congress spokesperson Jaiveer
Shergill said bipartisanship is
the cornerstone of foreign pol-
icy. 

“Nations forge relationship
via institutional mechanisms
rather than endorsing an indi-
vidual. Irrespective of results,
the slogan of ‘Ab ki baar, Trump
sarkar’ was a strategic blunder
and proof of BJP’s inept under-
standing of strategic ties,” he
said.

Rahul Gandhi last year
had hit out at Prime Minister
Modi for his “Ab ki baar,
Trump sarkar” remark at the
“Howdy, Modi!” event.

Jaishankar had said back
then that India had adopted a
non-partisan stand to domes-
tic American politics and that
Modi was merely repeating
US President Donald Trump’s
words, which he had used to
pitch his candidature to the
Indian American community
while campaigning for the 2020
US presidential election.

Earlier in the day, Congress

chief Sonia Gandhi extended
hers and the party’s felicitations
to Biden and Harris in con-
gratulatory letters to both.

In her letter to Biden,
Gandhi said the Indian people
have followed with great inter-
est the course of the election
during the last 12 months.

“We were greatly re-
assured by your measured
speeches, stress on healing
divisions among the people,
and promotion of gender and
racial equality, global cooper-
ation and sustainable develop-
ment of all countries,” she said.

Gandhi also hailed vice
president-elect Kamala Harris’
success as a “triumph for Black
Americans and Indian
Americans”. 

The Congress chief said she
knew Harris would work to
heal and unite a “bitterly divid-
ed nation”.

Last night, Congress leader
Rahul Gandhi had congratulat-
ed Biden for winning the US
presidential election, hoping that
the Democrat would unite the
US and provide direction to it.
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The US elections have
thrown up many exam-
ples of “Trumpery,” a
plastic cult concoction
that has torn down every

convention in its sweep and will last
simply because of its pop-up
encroachment of established space,
demanding legitimacy through a
shredded system, right or wrong. So
as Donald Trump cried the
Democrats had “stolen” the election
from him and both his supporters
and critics took to the streets and the
waterfront to be heard, one wanti-
ng the counting to stop and the other
upholding the validity of the last vote
polled, the free world’s integrity, rest-
ing on institutional and systemic
pride and justness, seemed to be its
greatest casualty. But probably this
low was necessary for the fourth pil-
lar of democracy to rescue it in the
nick of time. The media, which
Trump had made his sworn enemy
and a scapegoat for his follies,
became his real contestant, standing
up to him measure for measure.

In an unprecedented move, major
US TV networks chose to cut away
from a live speech made by Trump
from the White House as he repeat-
ed his allegations that an electoral
fraud had been committed on the
nation because his margins with
Biden were dwindling. Mind you
this was Trump addressing the
nation as President from the hal-
lowed portals of his office and not
from the Republican Party head-
quarters. Still, the CBS, MSNBC,
ABC and NBC stopped airing the
footage, clarifying that his statements
were baseless. They didn’t want to
fuel his propaganda though they
admitted that he could still be the
President if he was proven right by
law. Not only that, they immediate-
ly commissioned on-ground reports
to verify voting fraud allegations and
after a granular fact-check, insisted
that the counting officials were not
only following the rulebook but were
double-checking and meticulously
separating the votes in the event of
a recount. And lest the anchors be
accused of being partisan, all of them
unanimously upheld Trump’s right
as a candidate to demand a recount
or seek legal recourse but insisted
that a process could not be hijacked
midway without evidence to disen-
franchise the voter. As channels
fanned out correspondents on the
ground to verify each of Trump’s
plaints, they equally approached
Republican spokespersons, some of
whom were quite embarrassed by
Trump’s adventurism. In short, the
US media, defying all the co-option
and intimidation tactics that it had
been subjected to in an authoritar-
ian era, stood up for itself. And firm.
It upheld the nation’s foundational

principles than subject them to
nihilistic degradation. It did its
job and unitedly defended its
institutional responsibility.

MSNBC’s anchor Brian
Williams said, “Here we are
again in the unusual position of
not only interrupting the
President of the United States but
correcting the President of the
United States.” USA Today inter-
rupted its live video feed as its edi-
tor-in-chief Nicole Carroll said,
“Our job is to spread truth — not
unfounded conspiracies.” Of
course, the quote that became
viral was that of CNN presenter
Anderson Cooper, who
described Trump “like an obese
turtle on his back, flailing in the
hot sun realising his time was
over.” The usually pro-Trump Fox
News did not do his bidding with
its correspondent saying, “What
we saw tonight is a President who
believes that at the end of the day,
when all the votes are counted,
the election is not going to go his
way, so he’s trying to plan an alter-
nate route to retain the White
House.” Print media has already
been reasoned but American
live TV, that has depended on
Trump’s outrageousness for com-
mercial ratings, showed a rare
moral fibre called character.

In fact, more than Trump vs
Biden, this election will be
remembered for the real contest
between Trump and the media.
Yet, it was not always this way.
Looking back, Trump at one
point was feted by the media and
as a reality star created by net-
works, was celebrated for his
eccentric excesses and rude dra-
matics. Where prejudice, and not
patience, was a virtue. To the
extent that Trump as President
could not separate the gravitas of
office from the metrics of popu-
lar consumption. A reality TV
star is acceptable, a reality TV
President is not. But Trump
assumed that the media would be
taken in by his rambunctiousness
and see it as an example of his
boldness as a leader of people,
who pressed all the populist but-
tons — “America First,” “Make
America Great Again”, “China
virus.” And given the mandate in
2016, he had made himself

believe that he did not need to
admit a mistake but sweep it
under the aura of his onscreen
personality. That’s when the
media, which criticised his poli-
cies when it needed to, became
his enemy. That’s when Trump
dismissed the media as a purvey-
or of “fake news” and sanctified
his own claims as facts. In the
end, he transplanted his opinions
and worldview as the only truth
and the rest as lies. And in the
ways of all autocrats and dema-
gogues, he even colonised the
media, disorienting it from stand-
ing by the truth without fear and
favour and colonising it on his
terms. The rebels he dismissed as
America’s “opposition party” that
would not see anything good in
all that he did. This blanket oth-
erisation also helped him shield
himself from issues that came
under the scanner, some of
which could have embarrassed
him no end. He simply got away
by playing victim, saying the
media hated him since he repre-
sented a heartland America that
he pandered to. He even humil-
iated journalists, attacking them
individually by naming and
shaming them, threatening libel
or even hurting their business
interests. Matters came to a head
when he blamed the media for
blowing up the Coronavirus cri-
sis from what it was, “just a flu”,
although the US has lost a quar-
ter million of its own to the pan-
demic. The normally permissive
social media giant Twitter had to
ban his one-time aide Steve
Bannon for asking Trump to
behead infectious disease special-
ist Dr Anthony Fauci and FBI
director Christopher Wray. The
problem with Trump’s “otherisa-
tion” policy was that he not only
confined it to the media and the
liberals, he extended it to any-
body and everybody with cred-
ible standing and proven worth,
who were apolitical. This explains
why the media coalesced the way
it did this time, articulating as it
did a popular disgust. Besides,
Trump mistook the fact that the
media wanted to be “king” in his
palace when it simply wanted to
retain its place in civil society.

In the US, the media has

never been bigger than its
President, each of whom has used
it to disseminate his policies and
even attempted to coerce it. Yet
there was a Bob Woodward and
Carl Bernstein in between, whose
old school legwork resulted in
Watergate and ultimately forced
Richard Nixon to resign. It is
heartening to note that decades
and years later, at least the discus-
sion on facts, corroboration and
evidence are back on the table
again. And that’s good for old-
school journalism.   

Question is will the Indian
media be equally cohesive as it
stands deeply polarised and hor-
ribly compromised. Will net-
works dare to cut away from
biased coverage, beholden as
they are to their political masters
and corporate donors? Will we
ignore individual bottom lines at
a critical juncture and take a unit-
ed stand as an industry that
would be taken more seriously
for a job well done rather than
undone? Will we be able to cre-
ate a competitive market of free
ideas or continue to rely on
doles of those we please? Not that
there isn’t hope, considering the
local Press and cable networks do
take on the establishment fear-
lessly, most big scams having
been reported first by local cor-
respondents. But then that’s
because the local Press isn’t in the
high stakes game yet and is still
seen as a social enterprise for the
greater good. But at the top, both
broadcast and print media are
under pressure and indeed
rewarded for favourable coverage
of the powers that be. And this
is sadly responsible for the ero-
sion of democracy itself, not just
here but elsewhere in the world.

According to Freedom
House’s Freedom in the World
data, the Press is equally under
attack in free States, where it is
being gradually appropriated as
a tool of governance than being
its watchdog. While it is easier
to detect authoritarian crack-
downs, what is more insidious,
it says, are “more nuanced efforts
to throttle their independence.
Common methods include
Government-backed ownership
changes, regulatory and finan-

cial pressure and public denun-
ciations of honest journalists.
Governments have also offered
proactive support to friendly
outlets through measures such
as lucrative State contracts,
favourable regulatory decisions,
and preferential access to State
information. The goal is to
make the Press serve those in
power rather than the public.”

Among free countries, the
report says, about 19 per cent or
16 countries are struggling with
Press freedom over the past five
years. In other words, it is as
much a victim as civil liberty
with populist leaders extending
the arc of their political power
while keeping to the motions of
democracy. Undoubtedly, it
mentions the US, China and
Israel but lists India too, especial-
ly in restricting broadcast media
by selective allocation of licences
and airwaves to the detriment of
organisations “unfriendly” to
the ruling regime.

Can the media rebound is the
big question? At this point, it
may look unlikely but tem-
plates exist to prove that ultimate
repression is needed to feel the
need for and value an indepen-
dent Press. The media sector is
picking up in Ethiopia and
Gambia, where it was once per-
secuted, with more locals keen
to take up the profession.
Germany has evolved a public
television system funded by tax-
payers and overseen by indepen-
dent boards. So it acts as a per-
fect check and balance for the
Government of the day. It has
established its credibility for
impartial news and analysis,
something that people keep in
mind while casting their ballot.
But these are just templates and
each democracy-loving nation
needs to do its bit to ensure Press
freedom if it wants to be fair to
itself. Just remember George
Orwell:  “Unpopular ideas can
be silenced, and inconvenient
facts kept dark, without the
need for any official ban.
Anyone who has lived long in a
foreign country will know of
instances of sensational items of
news — things which on their
own merits would get the big
headlines — being kept right out
of the British press, not because
the Government intervened but
because of a general tacit agree-
ment that ‘it wouldn’t do’ to
mention that particular fact.
The British Press is extremely
centralised, and most of it is
owned by wealthy men who
have every motive to be dishon-
est on certain important topics.
But the same kind of veiled cen-
sorship also operates in books
and periodicals, as well as in
plays, films and radio….Anyone
who challenges the prevailing
orthodoxy finds himself silenced
with surprising effectiveness. A
genuinely unfashionable opinion
is almost never given a fair hear-
ing.” It’s time to be unfashion-
able.

(The writer is Associate Editor,
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Sir — The Haryana Government
has passed a Bill providing 75
per cent reservation to local can-
didates applying for private sec-
tor jobs in the State that pay less
than �50,000 per month. It will
be the second State to mandate
such reservation after Andhra
Pradesh, which had passed a
similar Bill last July. It is crucial
to remember that Gurugram
and Faridabad are the industri-
al hubs of Haryana and need
qualified and skilled labourers.
About 70 to 80 per cent of the
odd 25,000 industries in the State
are concentrated in these two
cities. There are 250 Fortune 500
companies in Gurugram apart
from the nearly 300 automobile
companies that generate 70 to 80
per cent of the total State rev-
enue. 

The State Government’s pro-
posal is politically motivated.
Imposing domicile, territorial
and numerical conditions and
then expecting corporates to
train under-qualified, unskilled

candidates is an unrealistic pro-
jection. The proposed legislation
may score high on optics and
intention but the message is
ambiguous for both the prospec-
tive employers and employees.

Yash Pal Ralhan
Jalandhar
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Sir — India has summoned the
Charge d’Affaires (CDA) of the
Pakistan High Commission to
lodge a strong protest over
Islamabad’s “unilateral” decision
to transfer the management of

the Kartarpur Sahib gurdwara
from a Sikh body to a separate
trust. Pakistan has exposed the
reality of its leadership’s tall
claims of preserving and protect-
ing the rights and welfare of the
religious minority. 

Amid heightened tension

between the two countries, after
India scrapped Jammu and
Kashmir’s special status on
August 5, 2019, and bifurcated it
into two Union Territories, this
is yet another attempt by our
neighbour to provoke us and ini-
tiate a fresh proxy war.

Bhagwan Thadani
Mumbai

��������	���	�
Sir — As India continues to bat-
tle the Coronavirus pandemic
and high levels of air pollution,
many States have decided to ban
firecrackers this Diwali. However,
the step was taken too late and
now the families that are
employed by the firecracker
industry are left in a lurch.
Products have already been
shipped but now with the ban
being implemented, they would
not receive payments. 

Jubel D’Cruz
Mumbai
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The passage of the Farmers’ (Empowerment
and Protection) Agreement on Price
Assurance and Farm Services (Special

Provisions and Punjab Amendment) Bill, 2020 by
the Punjab Assembly served a body blow to the
Central Government’s three farm Acts that were
passed in September. The Centre’s Farmers’
Produce Trade and Commerce (Promotion and
Facilitation) Act allows growers to sell their pro-
duce outside the markets notified under the State
Agricultural Produce Market Committee (APMC)
Act. It attempts to develop “one nation, one mar-
ket” besides bringing in a framework for both, the
agriculturalists and the buyers, for contract farm-
ing across States and imposing stock limits on farm
commodities only in extreme situations in retail
prices. Let us look at how private procurement and
State purchase may co-exist in Punjab and the
implications if other States pass similar Ordinances. 

To understand these Ordinances, we need to
grasp the basic purpose of public procurement of
foodgrain. The Central Government, through the
Food Corporation of India (FCI) and other State
agencies, procures foodgrain and other essential
commodities from domestic producers at the
Minimum Support Price (MSP). The objective is
to provide price support to farmers, distribute sub-
sidised foodgrain to the poor through the
Targetted Public Distribution System (TPDS) and
maintain buffer stocks to ensure price stability and
food security. The Government’s procurement sys-
tem also encourages farmers to increase produc-
tion due to assured prices. The foodgrain procured
through this system gets distributed through fair
price shops across the country.

Although there are deficiencies and leakages
in the PDS, it served as a basic support of nutri-
tion to around 50 per cent rural and 30 per cent
urban households in 2011-12, according to the lat-
est National Sample Survey data. Moreover, the
dependence on PDS rose considerably between
2004-05 and 2011-12 in both rural and urban
India. Under the TPDS, people Below the Poverty
Line (BPL) are provided foodgrain at a highly sub-
sidised rate under the Antyodaya Anna Yojana
(AAY). In fact, the PDS system provided great suc-
cour to the needy during the COVID-19 pandem-
ic-induced lockdown.

In this sense, the State procurement and PDS
system serve the purpose of doing public good. As
farmers get better prices and poor consumers get
food at lower prices, it serves the dual social objec-
tive of food security and a hunger-free nation. The
latter benefits one and all, as a country that risks
running out of food stock may face civil unrest that
emanates out of the desperation of the poor. In
contrast, private procurement is part of a system
that enables farmers to produce goods which are
both excludable and rivals. Food stocks procured
through private procurement serve consumers who
can afford market prices and exclude others. They
are produced in a limited amount, hence rivals in
consumption. These two systems have two differ-
ent objectives and serve different purposes but both
are equally important. The new Ordinances
passed in the Punjab Assembly pits two systems
against each other.

The Ordinance disallows sale/purchase of
wheat/paddy unless the price paid is equal to or
greater than the MSP. This appears to be serving

the social welfare objective of public
goods production. However, it is more
apparent than real. This is primarily
because the procurement criteria of
Government and private agents are very
different as they serve two different
objectives. 

The criteria set by the Government
are designed to exclude as few as possi-
ble. The grains are screened based on the
moisture content, proportion of organ-
ic and inorganic foreign materials and
test weight at a very basic level. The food-
grains that pass these criteria are accept-
ed. However, all accepted foodgrains are
offered the same price, the MSP. 

On the other hand, private procure-
ment is more fine-graded and priced dif-
ferently. Hence a product, which margin-
ally passes the Government’s procure-
ment system, may fetch a lower price in
the private one or be excluded from a
price equivalent or higher than the
MSP due to the grading system being
applied. While the Government’s crite-
ria of procurement may be standardised
across India, private gradation is adjust-
ed according to several factors, such as
the cost of extraction of the end sub-
stance, the milling properties and the
impact on the end product for the con-
sumer. Hence, a penal clause by the
Punjab Government’s Ordinance of
imprisonment of no less than three years
and a fine to the private procurement
agent or company could be construed as
being unjust. 

Fine grading of agricultural produce
is very essential from the viewpoint of
manufacture of different food products.
Due to the diversification of the con-
sumers’ food palate, the focus is not only

the cost but also the quality of the pro-
duce. This has led to greater attention by
private procurement agents on factors
like varieties, the agro-climatic zones and
seasonal variations of the commodities
during procurement. This has meant a
finer grading mechanism as well to get
both quality and cost optimisation. For
example, in the case of wheat, a critical
factor of concern is the density of the
grain. The denser the grain, the more
nutrients it contains and hence more will
be the extraction during the milling
process on a per weight basis. An
important quality factor is the gluten
content, a protein that impacts the bak-
ing properties of the flour and is used to
determine the type of products that can
be made. Hence, organisations create
specifications in the procurement of
commodities dependent upon the con-
sumer segments and their needs.

The emergence of food retail has
intensified the choices for the con-
sumer. More choice and consumer
awareness have resulted in shorter prod-
uct life cycles, increased innovation
and competition and demand for newer
offerings. The repeal of the APMC Act
by several States, creation of Farmer
Producer Organisations (FPOs) and
increased participation by the food
retail and processing sector have led to
the shortening of agricultural value
chains. Procurement determines the
profitability as it controls 60 to 75 per
cent of the total costs in the system. Thus,
procurement of raw agricultural com-
modities has become a strategic function
from a back-office role.

It is imperative to understand that
private agents would price their procure-

ment of commodities based on the
profitability and price behaviour of end
consumers. It, therefore, bears out that
they would pay less for a quality where
an additional cost would need to be
incurred for processing the grain to bring
it in line with the consumer’s demand.
This reduced price may result in the pro-
curement price becoming lower than the
Government’s prescribed MSP. 

Thus, while the private sector
favours market orientation of procure-
ment of commodities, the public sector
supports inclusivity for farmers in meet-
ing their livelihood needs. The two
objectives clash with each other. If cor-
porates are punished for procuring at a
price lower than the MSP, then they
would also apply pressure tactics to go
soft on implementation or again change
the law, which may, in turn, affect the
objective of public goods provision.
This would lead to instability in the
whole institutional set-up of the agri-
business. 

In the Punjab Assembly Ordinance,
the farmers are given the discretion to
approach the civil court or other reme-
dies under existing laws, but all these
involve long and expensive litigation and
cannot be taken up by individual farm-
ers. This coupling of both the public and
private sector objectives through the con-
duit of one overarching Ordinance will
likely be against the interest of farmers,
private procurement agents and con-
sumers of both foodgrain and allied
products. 

(De is Associate Professor and
Vishwanath is Assistant Professor, Institute
of Rural Management, Anand. Views
expressed here are personal)
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In 2007, the Musharraf dictator-
ship found itself in the dol-
drums. Suddenly, it was up

against a charged protest movement,
an economy that had begun to fal-
ter and the return of two political
leaders from exile, Nawaz Sharif and
Benazir Bhutto. Both had been kept
out from the political system
designed by Musharraf during his
tenure as President. He was also
unable to smother private TV news
channels that, ironically, had mush-
roomed during his Government. By
2007, almost all of them had become
chattering vessels for Opposition
leaders and narratives.

This was something new in
Pakistan. The State-owned PTV
was not the only TV channel any-
more. The content of the new chan-

nels could not be conveniently
moulded and shaped according to a
sitting regime’s needs and interests.
Therefore, it won’t be an overstate-
ment to claim that the channels con-
tributed in expediting Musharraf ’s
downfall and ultimate ouster.

All this was being closely
watched by a startled “establish-
ment.” After Musharraf ’s departure,
the establishment eventually began
to harness this phenomenon by
gradually arm-twisting and reining-
in numerous channels, first to help
it create brand Imran — especially
among an urban generation of youth
who had come of age during the
Musharraf era — and then to
demonise anyone or anything that
stood in the way of turning this
brand into a ruling possibility. 

But this was in the near future.
Because during the period the
Musharraf regime was badly waver-
ing, all it could think of or do (to
retain the attention of Musharraf ’s
aforementioned urban constituency)
was to pull in certain characters from
what is often referred to as the “con-
spiratorial lunatic fringe”, and
forcibly create some space for them
on TV channels.

With Musharraf ’s Ministers

badly faltering in convincingly
addressing the rapidly proliferating
narrative against the regime, the
script provided to the conspiracy
theorists was simple: Explain the
movement against Musharraf as an
evil scheme hatched by the enemies
of the country and their Pakistani
agents. 

These colourful and articulate
theorists drew their material from
various popular conspiracy gurus
such as the Turkish Harun Yahya
and the American Alex Jones. This
was then fused with sensational nar-
ratives from popular conspiratorial
cultural products that included fab-
ricated texts such as The Protocols of
the Elders of Zion and low-budget
straight-to-YouTube “documen-
taries” such as Loose Change. These
were then peddled with a healthy
dose of cherry-picked sections from
Allama Iqbal and tales of ancient
Muslim warriors drawn from liter-
ature, that was more historical fic-
tion than fact. Did all this attract the
attention of the urban youth? It did.
Unable to grasp the complexities of
the ways in which political turbu-
lence emerges and evolves, they were
provided ready-made answers
through which they could under-

stand the commotion in an entire-
ly angled manner.

According to the British acade-
mic and author Jovan Byford, in his
2011 book Conspiracy Theories: A
Critical Introduction, “Conspiracy
theories seduce not so much through
the power of argument, but through
the intensity of the passions that they
stir. Underpinning conspiracy the-
ories are stories about good and evil.
This gives conspiracy theories a
strong emotional dimension.” So
those who put the conspiracy theo-
rists to work on TV amid the turmoil
during the Musharraf regime, knew
exactly the kind of emotions they
were looking to stir (against the
Opposition). 

But did it help stall or evade
Musharraf ’s fall? No. His constituen-
cy was limited and largely apolitical.
This too was noted. Therefore, from
2011 onwards, the establishment
began to aid Imran Khan to adopt
Musharraf ’s constituency, expand it
and then rapidly politicise it. Nine
years later, Khan was able to form a
minority Government, largely pop-
ular among the urban bourgeoisie.
Even though the conspiracy theo-
rists, who had appeared during the
tail-end of the Musharraf regime,

were eventually discredited and
their tirades debunked by a host of
historians, an idea that they had
introduced during their figurative 15
minutes of fame, stuck.

This idea was simple: If one con-
tinues to lie about something with
conviction from a mainstream plat-
form, that lie, especially when car-
ried and proliferated by social media
sites, often begins to be taken as a
“fact” by large groups of people. The
purpose of these so-called “facts” is
not to enlighten people but to sus-
tain an audience in times of crisis
and make sure it doesn’t drift away
into the Opposition’s camp. If it
needs to be lied to, then so be it. 

But the untruth requires to be
told in such a manner that it works
to emotionally and psychologically
reinforce narratives that have begun
to erode in the minds of the target-
ted audience. 

Because once this audience is
emotionally invested in the lie, it is
also likely to treat anything debunk-
ing it as a grand conspiracy. 

During times of crises for a
regime, daily micro-battles can be
fought through this approach.
However, as we saw during the last
year of the Musharraf regime, and as

we are now seeing in Modi’s India
and Trump’s America, the rising
intensity of this approach may as well
be signalling that the war engulfing
the daily micro-battles is being lost.
And in Imran Khan’s Pakistan, too,
the intensity of this approach has
risen amid the rising tide of
Opposition against the Government
and its backers.

In a feature on the February
1990 elections in Nicaragua, which
an Opposition alliance won by
defeating the ruling Sandinista Party
that had come to power in 1979
through a revolution, Time magazine
quoted a man who had supported
the Sandinista but voted for the
Opposition.

He told the magazine that a
majority of Nicaraguans had voted
for the Opposition “with their stom-
achs that had become empty.” The
Sandinista had painted the
Opposition as being anti-poor and
made emotional appeals to the elec-
torate to not allow a rollback of the
revolution. But these slogans had no
meaning to those fearing starvation
and joblessness. 

As the Opposition’s manoeuvres
and narrative in Pakistan gain
momentum and currency in a sce-

nario riddled with rampant inflation,
political repression and utter govern-
mental incompetence, the conspir-
acy cards are out again. But this time
they are not being played by those
brought in from the “lunatic fringe.”

However, the content and
modus operandi are the same. We
are now seeing Ministers adopting
this role. A recent example is the
manner in which the Information
Minister Shibli Faraz explained the
Opposition alliance, the PDM, as
“the third piece of the axis of evil.”
The other two pieces being India and
Israel. 

This may sound entirely ridicu-
lous to most because it smacks of
typical conspiratorial claptrap. But
Faraz is talking to a constituency that
had actually bought the curious
Utopian fusion of a theocratic fan-
tasy and modern developmental
economics sold with great passion by
brand Imran and his makers. 

However, to an empty stomach
it is nothing but hogwash and that
too, coming from an incompetent
regime which has been reduced to
now defending its “selection,” know-
ing well that the claim of it being
elected has been shot to pieces.

(Courtesy: Dawn)
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The Government is recon-
sidering extension of sugar

export subsidies as India has
got good opportunity to sell the
sweetener in the international
market during November-April
of the 2019-20 season that
commenced this month,
according to Food Secretary
Sudhanshu Pandey. 

India, the world's second-
largest sugar-producing coun-
try, had to offer export subsi-
dies during the last two years
in order to reduce surplus
stocks and help cash-starved
sugar mills clear cane pay-
ment to growers.

Sugar mills exported 5.7
million tonnes of sugar against
the mandatory quota of 6 mil-
lion tonnes set for the 2019-20
season (October-September),
as per official data.

Speaking to PTI, Pandey
said: “Thailand's production is
expected to be down this year,

while Brazil's crushing will
only start in April 2021. From
now till April, there is good
export opportunity for India.”

“This is the opportunity
the industry has to encash
upon, we are doing our best
given that India is expected to
have a bumper sugar produc-
tion this year,” he added. 

According to official
sources, the food ministry is
working on a proposal for
seeking cabinet approval for
extension of the existing sugar
export policy for about 6 mil-
lion tonnes in the 2020-21
season. On October 30, Food
Minister Piyush Goyal had
said the government was not
considering extension of the
export subsidy policy, but after
several rounds of consultation
with stakeholders and policy
makers, a fresh thought is
being given to the proposal,
sources said.

Industry experts are of the
view that India needs to export

more than 5 million tonnes of
sugar this year to ensure
domestic rates do not fall below
the cost of production and
make it difficult for mills to pay
cane growers on time.

The surplus stock situation
is expected to continue this sea-
son as well because domestic
sugar production is pegged at
31 million tonnes, well above
the annual demand of 26 mil-
lion tonnes. To avoid sugar
glut-kind of situation, Pandey
said the government is encour-
aging mills to produce ethanol
instead of sugar as the former
can be used for blending with
petrol under the National
Biofuel Policy. The subsidised
loans are being given to millers
for distilleries capacity expan-
sion in order to achieve the
ethanol production of over
360 crore litres and meet the
ethanol blending with petrol
target of 10 per cent by 2022
and 20 per cent by 2030, he
added.
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GST Network's infrastruc-
ture has been upgraded to

handle up to 3 lakh logged-in
users at a time, GSTN said on
Sunday.

Besides, the Goods and
Services Tax Network (GSTN)
has introduced auto-populated
sales return form GSTR-3B in
PDF form which will be avail-
able from October 2020 tax
periods onwards.  The com-
plete PDF with auto-popula-
tion of input tax credit will be
available on the common por-
tal (GSTN) from November 12,
2020, GSTN said in a state-
ment.GSTN said it has aug-
mented the capacity of the
gateway from 1.5 lakh to 3 lakh
concurrent logged in taxpayers
to handle the expected sharp
surge in the indirect tax-relat-
ed activities on the portal after
easing of lockdown.

Further, the upgrade has
enabled GSTN to handle and
scale up to 5 lakhs concurrently
logged-in taxpayers, if neces-
sary, it added.The number of
active taxpayer numbers have
effectively doubled since the
launch of GST at about 1.3
crore. As per GSTN data,
September 2020 witnessed a
sudden jump in filing of GSTR-
3B, the monthly return filed by
normal taxpayers. This surge
was also due to the backlog in
filing of previous months'
returns for which relaxations
were provided to taxpayers in
view of the COVID-19 out-
break.The subsequent month
also saw increased traffic which

was successfully handled by the
GST portal, it said.

GSTN said detailed
breakup of various tables of
GSTR-1 (supply return) and
GSTR-3B which have been
used to auto-populate GSTR-
3B have also been provided in
the PDF.In the first phase, sys-
tem has started auto-populat-
ing details from GSTR-1 to
GSTR-3B from July 2020 peri-
od onwards for all GSTR-1s
filed after August 27, 2020,
GSTN added.”All taxpayers are
requested to go through their
GSTR-3B (PDF) and provide
feedback (if any) on any aspect
by raising a ticket on the self-
service portal,” GSTN said.

The GST Council, in its
39th meeting on March 14, had
recommended adopting and
implementing an incremental
approach of linking the present
system of filing of GSTR-3B
and GSTR-1. 
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Nasscom on Sunday wel-
comed Joe Biden's win in

the US Presidential election,
and said the Indian IT indus-
try looks forward to working
with the new administration in
pivoting technology, skills and
digital transformation for the
US.

The US is the biggest mar-
ket for the Indian IT sector,
accounting for a lion's share of
the industry's revenue.

“NASSCOM congratulates
US #PresidentElect @JoeBiden
on his win. We look forward to
working with him and his
administration in pivoting
technology, skills and digital
transformation for the United
States,” it said in a tweet.

Nasscom has projected a
revenue growth of 7.7 per cent
at USD 191 billion for the IT
sector in the ongoing fiscal. The
industry has added a net 2 lakh
jobs, taking the overall work-
force to 4.36 million.

Indian IT players will keep
a close watch on Biden's
approach and policies related to
H-1B work visas that are used
by a large number of Indian
technology professionals.

In June, during the
COVID-19 pandemic, US
President Donald Trump
banned the entry into the US
of workers in several key non-
immigrant visa categories,

including H-1B, until the end
of the year, arguing that they eat
into American jobs.

Those affected include the
family members of the H-1B,
L-1, and certain categories of J1
visas.

Later, the Trump
Administration announced
certain exemptions in H-1B
and L-1 travel bans for those
continuing employment with
the same employer, a move that
could help Indian IT profes-
sionals and those working in
the healthcare sector.

The H-1B visa is a non-
immigrant visa that allows US
companies to employ foreign
workers in speciality occupa-
tions that require theoretical or
technical expertise. Companies
depend on it to hire tens of
thousands of employees each
year from countries like India
and China.

In a statement, Nasscom
said its member companies
have an important history in
the US.

“... They work with over
three-quarters of the Fortune
500 companies in the US, pro-
viding them vital technology
services and helping them
innovate, compete, and grow,”
it said.

The industry body also
noted that India-US bilateral
trade increased by over 400 per
cent since 2005, with the total
increase in value from USD 37

billion in 2005, to USD 149 bil-
lion in 2019, and that technol-
ogy sectors of both countries
have played a critical role in
driving this.

“The Indian technology
industry makes critical contri-
butions to the US economy and
workforce, including local
investments and job-creation,
workforce development and
upskilling their US employees,
CSR and community services,”
Nasscom said.

Nasscom said a key chal-
lenge that the sector faces is the
lack of required Science,
Technology, Engineering and
Mathematics (STEM) talent in
the US clearly highlighted by
the high degree of overall
unemployment on one hand,
and more than half a million
job vacancies in computer
occupation on the other.

“Nasscom looks forward
to working together with the
new US Administration, to
find solutions to the STEM
skills gap, and enable America
to be more competitive, to
grow and create more jobs,” it
added.

Tech Mahindra Managing
Director and CEO C P Gurnani
tweeted “Democracy wins” and
extended wishes to Biden and
Harris on their win.

“Congratulations
@JoeBiden @KamalaHarris
from the largest democracy to
the world's oldest democracy...

Wishing a term of prosperity
and peace for not just America
but the world,” he said.

A Democrat, 77-year-old
Biden became the oldest man
ever to be elected to the White
House. 

He will be the 46th presi-
dent of the United States.

Along with Biden, Kamala
Harris, 56, would be sworn in
as the vice president of the
United States on January 20,
2021. She will also be the first-
ever Indian-origin, first-ever
Black and first-ever African-
American vice president of the
US. Nasscom President
Debjani Ghosh shared Harris'
message where she said “While
I may be the first woman in this
office, I will not be the last —
because every little girl watch-
ing tonight sees that this is a
country of possibilities”.

Ghosh said:
“This....Should be a solemn
promise we all make”.

The IT sector globally has
been working on increasing
participation of women in the
workforce as well as expanding
the diversity of teams.

Cyient Executive
Chairman BVR Mohan Reddy
termed it as a “historical day”.
“I feel proud to see the glass
ceiling shattered and many
barriers broken. Here is to
many new paradigms of col-
laboration, inclusion and unity,”
he tweeted. 
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State-run ONGC plans to
hike output from its onshore

mature fields through produc-
tion enhancement contracts
(PEC) with oil and gas com-
panies who have technical
expertise, financial capability
and resources to increase pro-
duction by improving the
recovery from such fields. The
company has already floated a
tender, seeking expressions of
interest (EoI) from global oil
and gas companies for the
purpose. In its tender docu-
ment, ONGC said that the
duration of the PEC will be 15
years or more and companies
will be required to commit
investment in capital expendi-

ture and operational expendi-
ture to increase production
from the existing production by
introduction of new technolo-
gies, among others.

“Interested companies
must demonstrate integrated
capabilities across the entire
value chain as well as experi-
ence of successfully executing
such type of contracts,” it said.

The selected company will
have to analyse field charac-
teristics and production efforts
so far carried out by ONGC,
including review of reservoir
models and identification of
areas for improving the reser-
voir models for implementa-
tion of the objective. The dead-
line for submission of EoIs is
December 1.
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In a bid to benefit workers
who lost their jobs during

COVID-19 pandemic, the
Centre has decided that claims
through affidavit form are no
longer required under the Atal
Beemit Vyakti Kalyan Yojana
(ABVKY) of the ESIC.

“While analysing respons-
es of scheme beneficiaries
under relaxed conditions, it was
found that the condition of
submitting claims in affidavit
form was causing them incon-
venience. It was decided that
claimants who submit online
their claims under the Atal
Beemit Vyakti Kalyan Yojana
and upload scanned copies of
required documents, i.e., copies
of Aadhaar Cards and bank
details need not submit phys-
ical claims,” a government
statement said.

If the documents are not
uploaded during online filing

of claims, the claimant can sub-
mit printouts of claims duly
signed along with the required
documents.

The ESIC in its meeting in
August had extended Atal
Beemit Vyakti Kalyan Yojana
from July 1, 2020 to June 30
next.

It also enhanced relief
under the scheme from 25 per
cent of the average daily earn-
ings to 50%, while relaxing eli-
gibility conditions for a certain
period to provide relief to
workers rendered unemployed
during the pandemic.

The Employees' State
Insurance Corporation is a
social security organisation
providing comprehensive social
security benefits like reasonable
medical care and a range of
cash benefits in times of need
such as job injuries, sickness
and death. It covers about 3.49
crore insured workers/family
units at present.
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Lakshmi Vilas Bank's suste-
nance as a going concern is

dependent on its ability to
improve liquidity, asset quali-
ty and capital base, according
to the auditors of the bank.

In the bank's July-
September earnings, the audi-
tors said that as per the opin-
ion of the bank, based on their
internal assessment and the
likely capital infusion, the
lender will be able to realise its
assets and discharge its liabil-
ities in its normal course of
business and hence the finan-
cial results have been prepared
on a going concern basis.

“The said assumption of

going concern is dependent
upon the bank's ability to
achieve improvements in liq-
uidity, asset quality and sol-
vency ratios, augment its cap-
ital base and mitigate the
impact of Covid-19 and thus a
material uncertainty exists that

may cast a significant doubt on
the Bank's ability to continue as
a going concern,” they said as
per the bank's regulatory filing.

“However, the bank opines
that there are mitigating factors
to such uncertainties,” it said.

During the quarter ended
September, the banks reported
a net loss of Rs 397 crore, com-
pared to Rs 357 crore during
the same period last fiscal.

The banks saw a marginal
improvement in its asset qual-
ity. Gross non-performing asset
(GNPA) ratio stood at 24.45
per cent as of September com-
pared with 25.4 per cent as of
June. Net NPA ratio improved
to 7 per cent from 9.64 per cent
in the previous quarter.

New Delhi: “NTPC is shaping
up well for the future with its
diversification plans and as a
responsible corporate, NTPC is
committed towards environ-
ment and the fast growing
capacity addition in the renew-
able portfolio is testimony to
the commitment”, said  RK
Singh, Hon’ble Minister of
State (Independent Charge)
for Power, New and Renewable
Energy and Minister of State
for Skill Development and
Entrepreneurship, Government
of India.

Sanjiv Nandan Sahai,
Secretary, Power,  Ashish
Upadhyaya, Additional
Secretary,  SKG Rahate,
Additional Secretary, Vivek
Kumar Dewangan, Joint
Secretary,  Gurdeep Singh,
CMD NTPC, Directors of
NTPC and other senior offi-
cials attended the occasion

online.
Singh was speaking on the

occasion of 46th Raising Day of
NTPC addressing the senior
management of India’s largest
power producer along with
the employees and their fami-

ly members through the digi-
tal platform.

Congratulating NTPC on
its Raising Day, Shri Singh
said, “during the pandemic

NTPC has ensured uninter-
rupted power supply to the
nation reinforcing the signifi-
cance of affordable power in
our daily lives.” 

Jammu:To encourage the
adventure tourism quotient in
Jammu, the Directorate of
Tourism, Jammu conducted a
three day trekking expedition
from Sanasar to Shankhpal,
which concluded today.

The participants consisted
of young adventure enthusiasts,
nature lovers, bloggers, vlog-
gers, etc from within Jammu
and Kashmir, and also from
outside. 

Raj Kumar Katoch,
Director Tourism, Jammu had
flagged off the expedition from
Jammu on Thursday. 

Pankaj Anand, Dy Director
(Adventure and Registration),
and

Anil Kumar Chandail Dy
Director (Publicity) along with
Dr. Umesh Shan, Assistant
Director Tourism (NHW) led
the participants, while adven-

ture experts of the depart-
ment, Amar Paul Singh,
Rakesh Koul and Meenakshi
accompanied them.

The group traversed the
route which is part of the
world renowned trek from
Pancheri to Sanasar to Patnitop
to Sudh Mahadev to Mantalai,
which provides spectacular
views of Lesser Himalayas on
one side and Greater
Himalayas on the other side. 

The Shankhpal temple,
believed to have been originally
built nearly 400 years ago, is
located at an altitude of 2897
metres, which is the highest
point on the Shankhpal ridge.

All trekkers were happy to
be part of the trek, and found
it an enlivening experience.
They recognised the eco-
tourism potential of the region
and termed it as a rewarding
trek.

“This trek has been a great
experience, taking back a lot of
memories. With majestic views
and beautiful trails, this has
been a lifetime experience. I am
now resolved to explore Jammu
region more,” says Akrithi Jain,
a blogger from Tamil Nadu.

Jammu based trekker and
biker, Preeti Chaudhary says, “I
really enjoyed being a part of
the trek. It was well organized,
especially given the COVID19
SOPs. I am looking forward to
being a part of more such
events in the future.”

Vikas Manhas, an avid
trekker, says, “Had wonderful
two days with the administra-
tion and staff of the Directorate
of Jammu Tourism at Sanasar,
who had organised a well man-
aged trek. Looking forward to
more such initiatives by the
department.”
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Indian Metals & Ferro Alloys
(IMFA) has reported a net

profit of �44.17 crore for the
July-September quarter.

During the same period of
last fiscal, the company had
reported a net loss of �33.07
crore.Its total income for the
period under review rose by
14.9 per cent to �455.34 crore.

IMFA Managing Director
Subhrakant Panda said: “We
have operated through the
lockdown period by virtue of
the exemption available to con-
tinuous process industries and

delivered a strong operational
performance, while healthy
market conditions in terms of
demand & price have helped
boost profitability.”

“While inherent uncer-
tainties remain due to the
unpredictable nature of the
pandemic, the proactive
approach of the Central and
state governments to save
lives and livelihoods augurs
well. Going ahead, we also
expect the imposition of
export duty on chrome ore by
South Africa to have a positive
impact on ferro chrome
prices.”
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Sale of Indian-made foreign
liquor declined 29 per cent

during the first half of the cur-
rent financial year, according to
data released by the
Confederation of Indian
Alcoholic Beverage Companies
(CIABC).

In a statement, the indus-
try body said that the fall in
demand was severe in Andhra
Pradesh, West Bengal,
Puducherry, and Rajasthan,
which still continue to impose
corona tax as high as 50 per
cent. In these states, sales
dropped by almost 50 per cent.

"All India sales volume
growth for IMFL segment for
the first half of the year 2019-
20 was 29 per cent. Leaving out
April when the entire liquor
trade was shut down under
lockdown, the sales growth for
the period May to September

in 2020 was '-16 per cent' over
the same period last year," the
CIABC said in a statement.

It noted that though the
pan-India liquor sale has
improved in the second quar-
ter, it was the first quarter
(April-June) which did the
maximum damage. In the sec-
ond quarter (July-September),
sales improved over first quar-
ter, rising up to 78 million cases
(9 litres each) of IMFL which
was 9 per cent below the same
period last year. Overall, sales
recovery in states that imposed
no tax or came up with mar-
ginal tax increases in light of
corona pandemic was better.

The major states which
reported maximum drop in
sales in Q2 were Andhra
Pradesh (down 51 per cent),
Chhattisgarh (40 per cent),
West Bengal (down 22 per
cent) and Rajasthan (20 per
cent). 
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Construction equipment
companies are smiling as

demand from core sectors like
roads, railways, irrigation,
energy and other sectors for
their products is picking up,
said top officials of industry
majors.

Major industry players like
Schwing Stetter India and Ajax
Engineering are expanding
their capacities to cash in on
the impending surge in
demand.

"It is smiling time for us.
Business during September
and October was better than
corresponding period of 2019.
Similarly, November business is
also looking good," VG
Sakthikumar, Managing
Director, Schwing Stetter India,
told IANS.

According to Sakthikumar,
the machines of the rental
players have got deployed in
projects.

"The demand for con-
struction equipment is picking
up for the past couple of
months and it is expected to
accelerate further owing to the
demand from sectors like
roads, railways, energy, irriga-
tion and others," Jagadish Bhat,
Managing Director and CEO,

Ajax Engineering, told IANS.
Both Bhat and

Sakthikumar said trade
enquiries for their machines
have picked up.

"The demand is from high-
ways, railways, metros, and
sectors. Bulk of the proposed
$1 trillion investment men-
tioned in the National
Infrastructure Pipeline will
happen next year,"
Sakthikumar said.

The companies are hoping
to close this fiscal with better
revenues than what they had
expected when the Covid-19
pandemic lockdown happened.

"Last year, we closed with
a turnover of about Rs 1,730
crore. This year, we hope to
close with a business of Rs
1,400-1,500 crore,"
Sakthikumar said.

Schwing Stetter India
makes concrete mixers and
other machinery used in con-
struction works. It also sells
earthmoving equipment of
XCMG, China.

The Indian company is a
wholly-owned subsidiary of
German group Schwing Stetter.
The German group is owned
by the Chinese XCMG group,
which is ranked sixth globally
among the construction equip-
ment machinery makers.

/<��������
	�#��
������������	B��
	��
#�
������	
�����������



$����..���������������� ��������� �!"�#$#$

Beijing: Chinese President Xi
Jinping on Sunday instructed
officials to expedite the con-
struction of the new $47.8 bil-
lion railway project connect-
ing the country’s southwest
Sichuan province to Linzhi in
Tibet close to the Indian bor-
der in Arunachal Pradesh,
saying it would play a key role
in safeguarding stability in
the border areas.

The Sichuan-Tibet
Railway will be the second rail-
way line into Tibet after the
Qinghai-Tibet Railway project.
It will go through the south-
east of the Qinghai-Tibet
Plateau, one of the world’s
most geologically active areas,
according to the Chinese offi-
cial media.

The Sichuan-Tibet
Railway starts from Chengdu,
capital of Sichuan province

and travels through Ya’an and
enters Tibet via Qamdo, short-
ening the journey from
Chengdu to Lhasa from 48
hours to 13 hours.

Linzhi, also known as
Nyingchi, is located close to
Arunachal Pradesh border.

The India-China border
dispute covers the 3,488-km-
long Line of Actual Control,
the de-facto border between
the two countries. China
claims Arunachal Pradesh as
part of south Tibet which is
firmly rejected by India.

Linzhi also has an airport
which is one of the five air-
ports built by China in the
Himalayan region.

The Ya’an-Linzhi section
runs 1,011 km with 26 sta-
tions. Trains are expected to
run at speeds between 120 and
200 kms per hour. The total

cost of the entire Sichuan-
Tibet Railway project is
around 319.8 billion yuan
(USD 47.8 billion), according
to a recent report by the state-
run Global Times.

In a video conference,
ahead of the commencement
of the construction of the pro-
ject, Xi identified it as a major
measure in facilitating the rul-
ing Communist Party’s gener-
al plan for governing Tibet in
the new era, and stressed the
project’s important role in
safeguarding national unity,
promoting ethnic solidarity
and consolidating stability in
border areas. He made the
instruction ahead of the begin-
ning of the construction of the
Sichuan-Tibet Railway’s Ya’an-
Nyingchi section on Sunday,
state-run Xinhua news agency
reported. PTI

Tehran: Iran’s president called
on President-elect Joe Biden to
“compensate for past mistakes”
and return the US to Tehran’s
2015 nuclear deal with world
powers, a state-run news
agency reported Sunday.

Hassan Rouhani’s com-
ments mark the highest-level
response from Iran to Biden
and Vice President-elect
Kamala Harris clinching the
November 3 election.

“Now, an opportunity has
come up for the next US
administration to compensate
for past mistakes and return to
the path of complying with
international agreements
through respect of interna-
tional norms,” the state-run
IRNA news agency quoted
him as saying.

Under President Donald

Trump, tensions between the
US and Iran have escalated,
reaching fever-pitch earlier this
year. One of Trump’s signature
foreign policy moves was uni-
laterally withdrawing the US
rom Iran’s nuclear deal in 2018,
which had seen Tehran limit its
enrichment of uranium in
exchange for the lifting of eco-
nomic sanctions.

The US has since reim-
posed punishing sanctions on
Iran that have crippled its
economy, which was further
battered by the coronavirus
outbreak. In an effort to pres-
sure Europe to find a way
around the sanctions, Iran has
slowly abandoned the limits of
the nuclear deal.

“The people of Iran,
though their heroic resistance
against the imposed econom-

ic war, proved that the US max-
imum pressure policy was
doomed to fail,” Rouhani said. 

He added Iran “considers
constructive engagement with
the world as a strategy.” 

Meanwhile, Iran on
Sunday reached its highest
ever single-day death toll from
the coronavirus with 459 new
deaths recorded. 

This brings Iran’s total
recorded deaths from the virus
to 38,291 nationwide. Another
9,236 new confirmed cases of
the virus were confirmed over
the past 24 hours, bringing total
confirmed cases to more than
682,000 nationwide since
February.

Iran has struggled to con-
tain the virus and has seen daily
surges and highs over the past
month.  AP

Moscow: Azerbaijani forces have taken control of
the strategically key city of Shushi in Nagorno-
Karabakh where fighting with Armenia has raged
for more than a month, the country’s president said
Sunday.

In a televised address to the nation, President
Ilham Aliyev said “Shusha is ours — Karabakh is
ours,” using the Azerbaijani version of the city’s name.

Shushi is of significant military value because
it sits on heights about 10 kilometers (6 miles) south
of the region’s capital of Stepanakert and lies along
the main road connecting Nagorno-Karabakh with
Armenia.

Nagorno-Karabakh is within Azerbaijan, but has
been under the control of local ethnic Armenian
forces backed by Armenia since 1994. The latest out-
break of fighting started on Sept. 27 and has left hun-
dreds — if not thousands — dead.

Aliyev vowed to continue the fighting until
Armenia withdraws from the territory. AP

New York: With the historic
electoral win by Vice President-
elect Kamala Harris, her hus-
band Douglas Emhoff also
scripted history as he will be the
first ‘Second Gentleman’ - the
first male spouse of a vice pres-
ident in the US when she takes
the oath of office in January.

The wife of a US President
is addressed as First Lady while
that of Vice President as Second
Lady. America has never in its
history before had a female
President and Vice President so
it remains to be seen what for-
mal title - ‘Second Gentleman,
Second Husband’ - will be
given to the first male spouse
of an elected leader. 

So while Harris election as
America’s next Vice President

is groundbreaking as she brings
to the office a litany of firsts -
she will be the first woman, the
first Black woman, the first
woman of Indian descent and
the first daughter of immi-
grants to be sworn in as Vice
President, her husband will
also be making history in his
own way.

Harris is married to
Emhoff, 56, a successful enter-
tainment lawyer, who has been
a strong and supportive pres-
ence for Harris during the
election campaign.   

“So proud of you,” Emhoff
tweeted on Saturday, with a pic-
ture of him and Harris hugging
as TV networks called the
presidential race for Biden and
Harris. PTI

Washington: Chanting “This
isn’t over!” and “Stop the steal”,
supporters of President Donald
Trump protested at state capi-
tols across the country
Saturday, refusing to accept
defeat and echoing Trump’s
unsubstantiated allegations that
the Democrats won the elec-
tion by fraud.

From Atlanta and
Tallahassee to Bismarck, Boise
and Phoenix, crowds ranging
in size from a few dozen to a
few thousand — some of them
openly carrying guns —
decried the news of Joe Biden’s
victory after more than three
suspense-filled days of vote-
counting put the Democrat
over the top. 

Skirmishes broke out in
some cities. In Atlanta, outside
the state Capitol in the long-
time Republican stronghold of
Georgia, chants of “Lock him

up!” rang out among an esti-
mated 1,000 Trump supporters.
Others chanted, “This isn’t
over! This isn’t over!” and
“Fake news!”.

The streets were awash
with American flags and
Trump banners.

No immediate violence was
reported, though at one point,

police moved to separate
Trump opponents from sup-
porters. Biden held a slim lead
in Georgia, which hasn’t gone
for a Democrat since 1992.

Jordan Kelley, a 29-year-old
from Murfreesboro, Tennessee,
drove three-plus hours to
Atlanta to attend the pro-
Trump rally. AP

Washington: President Donald
Trump lost. But Trumpism did
not.

It won in the parts of the
country and with the voters
whom Trump catered to over
four years, constantly jabbing
the hard edges of almost every
contentious cultural issue into
Red America, on the bet that
fear and anger were a winning
hand. It almost was.

Joe Biden defeated Trump
to win the presidency, and is on
pace to win up to 306 electoral
votes, a total that would match
what Trump exaggerated as a
“landslide” four years ago. 

In a typical election year,
such a victory would mean
Biden would have carried other
Democrats along with him.
Instead, several promising
Democratic Senate and House
candidates, including incum-
bents, lost.

For Trump, the situation
was the inverse. His populari-
ty among his base voters helped
protect incumbent Republicans
but was not enough to save
him. He won more votes for
president than any other can-
didate. Except Biden. The rejec-
tion of Trump was personal.

The election did little to
suggest that the country was
suddenly less polarized. Trump
wrung out votes from areas
where he already had a core of
support, in rural and small-
town America. Biden did the
same, only more, in urban and
suburban America while also
holding down Trump margins
in some rural areas. 

The outcome didn’t change

the fact that much of the coun-
try is still speaking two differ-
ent political languages.

“This defied everyone’s
expectations. Everyone said if
Joe Biden wins, Democrats
win the Senate. If Trump wins,
Republicans win the Senate,”
said Rahm Emanuel, the for-
mer mayor of Chicago and
chief of staff to President
Barack Obama. “That’s not
what happened. Clearly there
was an undertow.

“Life is not binary,”
Emanuel said. “It’s more com-
plicated. Florida, a state that
voted for Trump, voted for the
minimum wage. Illinois, a state
that voted for Biden, voted
down a progressive income
tax. California, cobalt blue,

voted against affirmative action
in the place of employment.”

Emanuel said that
Democrats may have erred in
not offering clearer plans about
how they would rebuild the
economy while also gaining
control over the virus and in
not batting back Republican
efforts to label them socialists.

“Trump played to people’s
fatigue about COVID,” he said.
“If we had brought the same
sense of urgency to getting the
economy moving as we did get-
ting COVID under control, it
might have been different.”

Instead, some Democrats
were advocating for expanding
the Supreme Court and ending
the filibuster in the Senate, pro-
posals that might have prompt-

ed fear about one-party control.
“It’s clear there was more

voter frustration with Trump
than with the ideology of the
Republican Party,” said Mike
Murphy, a strategist to several
Republican presidential cam-
paigns who broke with his
party over Trump. “Clearly the
presidential race was operating
in its own world from the con-
gressional race.”

Since Trump campaigned
largely on friendly turf, he also
helped Republican candidates
in those areas.

“Trump lifted Republican
candidates by vastly boosting
turnout in areas of Republican
strength,” said David Axelrod,
former senior adviser Obama.
“In the states and districts that

favor Republicans, they ran
up the score.”

Many voters offered a con-
sistent refrain about Trump:
They liked his policies but
could not abide his anger-
fueled personality, his con-
stant use of Twitter as a
weapon, and the way he
ridiculed anyone who dared
disagree with him.

Biden’s call for a return to
decency, and his appeal to be a
president for all Americans
and not just the base of his
party, was an important part of
his formula.

But the closeness of the
race, even with the president’s
persistently low approval rat-
ings, was also a testament to the
inherent power of an incum-
bent seeking reelection. There’s
a reason only three elected
incumbents before Trump had
lost in nearly a century.

When an incumbent loses,
the challenger’s party often
gains. In 1980, when Ronald
Reagan defeated President
Jimmy Carter, Republicans
took 12 Senate seats from
Democrats. In 1992, Bill
Clinton’s victory over President
George H.W. 

Bush also came with three
Democratic Senate victories
over incumbent Republicans.
When Franklin D. Roosevelt
defeated President Herbert
Hoover in 1932, Democrats
gained nearly 100 House seats
and a dozen in the Senate, giv-
ing Roosevelt the muscular
majorities he needed to pass
sweeping New Deal legisla-
tion.

But no president in recent
memory had maintained such
iron-grip allegiance from his
own party as Trump, with only
a handful of Republicans in
Congress ever willing to cross
him, fearing that they were
always one presidential tweet
away from a primary challenge.
They stuck with him during his
impeachment, when only Sen.
Mitt Romney, R-Utah, voted to
convict him, and Trump ostra-
cized him. And several were
sticking with him even in defeat,
offering up unproven allegations
of voter fraud. Some voters
liked Trump’s tough talk on
trade and getting other nations
to pay more for common
defense. They gave him cred-
it, right or wrong, for an econ-
omy that was buoyant before
the pandemic struck. AP

3��������!��#��������:�:��/��� �#���9�$���/��� �����������

Beijing: The victory of Joe
Biden in the US presidential
election may provide a respite
to China from President
Donald Trump’s declaration
of the “Cold War” and offer
a limited chance to reset the
turbulent ties even as high-
intensity rivalry is expected to
continue, Chinese observers
said on Sunday.

Trump’s four years in
power is the worst phase in
China-US relations as the
ruling Communist Party of
China (CPC), headed by

President Xi Jinping, strug-
gled to deal  with what
Chinese officials said is the
most elusive and unpre-
dictable American leader ever
since the former US president
Richard Nixon’s historic visit
to Beijing in 1972, establish-
ing ties for the first time
with the Communist nation.

Trump pushed aggres-
sively on all aspects of the US-
China ties, including with
his relentless trade war, chal-
lenging Chinese military hold
on the disputed South China

Sea, its constant threats to
Taiwan and branding coron-
avirus as ‘China virus’ after it
emerged from Wuhan in
December last year.

The Biden tenure could
usher in a “buffering period”
for already-tense China-US
relations, and offer an oppor-
tunity for breakthrough in
resuming high-level commu-
nication and rebuilding
mutual strategic trust
between the two countries, a
report in the state-run Global
Times said. PTI
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New York: Indian-American
and South-Asian political, dias-
pora organisations have hailed
the “hard-fought victory” of
President-Elect Joe Biden and
Vice President-Elect Kamala
Harris, describing it as “truly a
remarkable win for the future
of America” and that Harris’
political rise will “supercharge
the political engagement of the
Indian American community.”

The Democratic Biden-
Harris ticket has defeated
incumbent President Donald
Trump and Vice President
Mike Pence in a bitterly-fought
election that attracted a record
number of Americans to cast

their votes. South Asians for
Biden (SAB), a national grass-
root, political organisation, on
Saturday said it is elated to cel-
ebrate the hard-fought victory
earned by Biden and Harris in
this election.

“This is truly a remarkable
win for the future of America,
our democracy, and the entire
South Asian community. That
the Biden-Harris ticket
unseated an incumbent pres-
ident is a historic feat and rep-
resents a convincing repudia-
tion of President Trump and
his abhorrent world view,”
National Director, SAB, Neha
Dewan said. PTI 
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protesters were confronted by
riot police and sprayed by water
cannons Sunday as they tried to
approach Bangkok’s Grand
Palace to deliver letters about
their political grievances
addressed to the country’s king.

The protesters had pushed
aside a bus that was serving as
a barrier to try to approach the
palace, which houses the royal
offices. The protesters had met
earlier at Bangkok’s Democracy
Monument and marched as
darkness fell, pushing past an
initial thin line of police.

The water cannons were
employed by the police for just
a short time, and it was not clear
if anyone was hurt in the chaos.

Thailand’s pro-democracy
movement has been pushing a
bold challenge to reform the
monarchy with almost daily
demonstrations. 

Sunday marked the sec-

ond time water cannons had
been used against them during
several months of demonstra-
tions.

The student-led movement,
which over several months has
seized the political initiative, has
put enough pressure on the gov-

ernment of Prime Minister
Prayuth Chan-ocha to call for
Parliament to deal with at least
some of their demands.

They are seeking Prayuth’s
resignation, changes to the con-
stitution to make it more demo-
cratic and reforms to the

monarchy to make it more
accountable.

The protesters believe
Prayuth lacks legitimacy
because he came to power after
an election last year whose
rules were set up under military
rule. Prayuth as army chief in
2014 led a coup ousting an elect-
ed government and then head-
ed the junta that ran the coun-
try until last year’s polls.

A new constitution was put
into effect by the junta that the
protesters also consider illegit-
imate and anti-democratic.

The third demand, calling
for reform of the monarchy, is
the most controversial. The
monarchy has traditionally been
an untouchable institution,
regarded by most Thais as the
heart and soul of the nation. 

A lese majeste law mandates
a prison term of up to 15 years
for anyone who defames the
king or his close family.

Until the protesters raised
the issue, public criticism of the
royal institution was virtually
unknown.

While the protesters have
increasingly put the monarchy
issue front and center, they
have received serious push-
back. Even the main opposition
party, otherwise sympathetic
to their other points, has said it
does not want to amend laws
covering the monarchy, and
royalists have started holding
counter-demonstrations.

Parliament has agreed to
debate amending the constitu-
tion and political leaders are dis-
cussing setting up a reconcilia-
tion committee, an effort that so
far has been rejected by the pro-
testers.

But Prayuth has insisted he
won’t step down, and any effort
to reform the monarchy seems
to be a dead end, leaving the sit-
uation deadlocked. AP
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biggest city, Yangon, turned up
early Sunday in large numbers to
vote in nationwide elections that are
expected to return to power the
party of Nobel Peace Prize laureate
Aung San Suu Kyi.

Suu Kyi’s National League for
Democracy party won the last elec-
tions in 2015 in a landslide, ending
more than five decades of military-
dictated rule in the country.

With Myanmar under threat
from a coronavirus surge, mask
wearing was mandatory in the lines
at polling stations, and many voters
also donned plastic face shields
and gloves. Body temperatures were
taken and hand sanitizing gel was
freely dispensed by officials, but
social distancing rules were only fit-

fully observed.
Traditional campaigning ahead

of the election was severely limited
by social distancing and quarantines
in some areas.

“The voter turnout here is more
than we expected,” said Zaw Win
Tun, a neighbourhood administra-
tor and official at Yangon’s Pho Myae
polling station. “I think people are
excited to vote, as they would like to
escape from the political struggles.
They want real democracy.”  He did
not elaborate, but appeared to be
referring to a power struggle
between Suu Kyi’s civilian govern-
ment and the military.

The ability of Suu Kyi’s admin-
istration to run the country has been
hamstrung by a clause in the 2008
army-drafted constitution giving

the military 25% of the seats in
Parliament, allowing it to block
constitutional reforms.

At another polling station, 19-
year-old Eaint Yadanar Oo said she
was excited because it was her first
time voting.

“I came here to vote to perform
my civic duty,” she said. She
explained that she was afraid of the
coronavirus pandemic, but that she
“came here with full protection
because I want better educational
and job opportunities.” 

More than 90 parties are com-
peting for seats in the lower and
upper houses of Parliament, while
there were also elections at the state
levels. There were more than 37 mil-
lion people eligible to vote, includ-
ing 5 million first-timers. AP
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Nairobi: Ethiopia’s Prime
Minister has sought to defend a
major military action against the
country’s defiant Tigray region
on Sunday, and urged citizens
not to target the ethnic Tigrayan
people amid fears of civil war.

At least 60 people have
been wounded and six killed in
one location along the Tigray
border alone, Doctors Without
Borders said Saturday, and the
United Nations warns of a
major humanitarian crisis if
millions flee all-out fighting or
if the Tigray region remains cut
off from the world.

Prime Minister Abiy
Ahmed tweeted that his military
campaign is to bring the Tigray
region to abide by Ethiopia’s
“rule of law.” 

“The government’s law
enforcement action in Tigray
aims to bring the greedy Mekele
junta under the rule of law and
maintain the constitutional
order. 

This step will benefit the
widest Tigrayans more than
anyone else,” Abiy tweeted. 

“I also urge all Ethiopians to
take responsibility for ensuring
that Tigrayans do not fall prey
to any illegal activity that follows
the government’s actions.” 

The conflict pits two heav-
ily armed forces against each
other in the heart of the strate-
gic but vulnerable Horn of
Africa region, and experts worry
that neighboring countries,
including Sudan, Eritrea and
Somalia could be sucked in.

Diplomats and others assert
that the conflict in Tigray could
destabilize other parts of
Ethiopia, Africa’s second-most
populous country with 110 mil-
lion people, scores of ethnic
groups and other regions that
have sought more autonomy
even as the Nobel Peace Prize-
winning Prime Minister Abiy
Ahmed tries to hold the coun-
try together with exhortations of
national unity.

Communications remain
largely cut off in Tigray, with air-
ports and roads closed.

The Tigray leader in a let-
ter to the African Union chair,
seen by The Associated Press,
has warned that Ethiopian
forces are preparing to launch a
large-scale offensive. AP
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Artist Balaji Ponna doesn’t
escape from reality, rather he
engages with what he sees

and experiences around him. His
exhibition — When Nothing Goes
Right, Go Left — has a satirical slant
about it and Balaji, the graphic
genius, creates a series of water-
colour on canvas that must go down
in art history as a lesson in the lin-
eage of exploring mixed media like
soot, indigo and pastels. The street,
the landscape and the expression of
everyday realities become a part of
his canvas, layer upon layer.

"		���!� �""� ����
� ���
$�	����	�

Political sub-texts and
mainstream politics converge in
his works. He is skilled in the art
of accommodation and links
painted text-phrases with images.
In fact the text frames the
meaning and the subtext of the
visual images. The brevity and
simplicity of the imagery are key
in this regard.

A voracious reader, his work is
inspired by two classical German
philosophers, Athur Schopaneur
and Friedrich Wilhelm Nietsche.
The far reaches of their writing that
embrace truth, morality, language,
aesthetics, cultural theory, history,
nihilism, power, consciousness and
the meaning of existence become
milestones in the evolution of
Balaji’s own intellectual history.

Philosophy then becomes the
bedrock on which his works evolve;
knowing that his quietude is fash-
ioned by India’s great thinkers, J
Krishnamurti and Ramana

Maharshi, Srirangam Srinivas (Sri
Sri) and chalam from Telugu writ-
ers.

Balaji explains, “This series of
works follows my continuing
engagement with what may be
called ‘human-scapes’. It is also the
outcome of my concerns and com-
ments about existing society. It is in
many ways the mirror of our
dystopian times. When hatred and
treachery become a norm, the
hope for a better life fades into obliv-
ion.”

His works engage with every-
day idioms that are as pointed as
they are poetic and fantastic. The
sooty grey skies in his landscapes
sometimes have horses, sometimes
just remnants of human habitation
and at other times a few humans as
miniature models as in The World
Is Flat. Balaji reimagines a motif
common to the history of both indi-
vidual and collective history. The
suggestions of humans, the tiny
sculpted figures of the horses, the
skulls, meant to serve as a means of
either structural or metaphorical

moorings, all have a certain struc-
ture and purpose.
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For his part, Balaji stages an

intellectual aesthete’s intervention,
liberating the landscape from
traditional artifice. In his two
skull-related works, he talks about
the architects of time who want to
convey a far more
conservative/honest set of values.

Simultaneously historic and
humanoid, each landscape is
unique, with an individualised tex-
tural terrain. He uses soot for
ornamentation, and pastels for a
dulcet patination. Balaji’s embellish-
ments take a great deal of inspira-
tion from aerial views that he uses
as his backdrop. The horizontal and
vertical planes that coalesce allude
to earth songs murmuring through
the planes of differential plates.
Belonging to no one time or place,
Balaji’s collective as well as single fig-
ures are invariably stately, resilient
and self-possessed. They announce
their authority and autonomy even

though they are so miniscule. They
bring us a universe of new ideas and
fresh perspectives.
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What is clearly visible in
Balaji’s work is a strong narrative
approach along a quasi-surreal
plane, with imagery formulating a
language that seeks to create a
satirical yet sensitive commentary
on the lifestyles, dogmas and
discourses we are faced with in
everyday living. Tranquility and
tension both combine in the
canvas in Branches for
Birds…Sculptures for Streets. The
painting is a symbolic
representation of objects with a
strong narrative; the mention of
the birds is a lamentation as well
as a satirical comment on urban
history.

“What I put across and sug-
gest for all of us is to pick up those
simple commonsensical markers
which can lead us somewhere bet-
ter. Like the shadow that follows
even a visually impaired person,
however, oblivious he is of that
fact. The effects of our inhuman
and unconcerned deeds would
follow us everywhere to remind us
of our impending doom,” says
Balaji.

This show constitutes one of
Balaji’s most important and
remarkable bodies of work to date,
the culmination of sustained artis-
tic experimentation and rigorous
research into the relationship
between power, culture and the
dynamics of existence. 

Amid the COVID-19 pan-
demic, a new report revealed

that only two in 10 consumers
have complete confidence that
their food is safe to eat. Zebra
Technologies, a global leader in
providing solutions and services
to enterprises, in the study ‘Food
Safety Supply Chain Vision’
included approximately 4,957
consumers and 462 food and
beverage industry decision-mak-
ers in the manufacturing, trans-
portation & logistics, retail and
wholesale distribution markets in
North America, Latin America,
Asia-Pacific and Europe.

The report highlights the
views of consumers as well as the
food and beverage industry deci-
sion-makers worldwide from

distribution and warehouses to
grocery stores and restaurants
around safety, traceability and
transparency.

Surveyed consumers report-
ed their top food safety concerns
to include restaurant kitchen
and wait staff hygiene, foodborne
outbreaks, illness from contam-
inated food and, food and bev-
erage recalls.

“Findings from our study
show that while the industry is
taking measures to ensure a
more transparent supply chain,
more work needs to be done in
order to increase consumer con-
fidence and improve food trace-
ability,” Deep Agarwal, Regional
Sales Director of India, Zebra
Technologies, said in a statement.

According to the report, on
average less than 40 per cent of
food and beverage industry deci-
sion-makers place complete trust
in the industry to ensure food
and beverage safety. Consumers
can be quite unforgiving if they
experience a food incident as
approximately six in 10 report-
edly would never eat at a restau-
rant again if they contracted a
foodborne illness or food poi-
soning, the study said.

Slightly more than 80 per
cent of surveyed consumers said
companies have an important
role to play in implementing
food safety solutions and ethical
responsibility to ensure the safe
handling of their food.

Most consumers (70 per

cent) said it is important to know
how their food and ingredients
are manufactured, prepared and
handled, while 69 per cent
agreed knowing how their food
is sourced is also important.

The findings also showed
that almost seven in 10 decision-
makers say the industry is pre-
pared to manage food traceabil-
ity and transparency, but only 35
per cent of consumers agree.
Furthermore, only 13 per cent of
consumers felt the industry was
extremely prepared today to
manage food traceability and be
transparent about how food trav-
els through the supply chain,
whereas 27 per cent of deci-
sion-makers reported feeling
this way.
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Troubled Blood is J K Rowling’s
fifth and latest thriller written

under the Robert Galbraith pseu-
donym. It is also the first cold case
our detectives, Robin and Strike,
pick up. A forty year cold case,
which means every suspect is
either a grumpy senior citizen or
dead. 

Anyone who has read Harry
Potter would readily agree that
Rowling is a master storyteller.
She can flesh out characters with
ease, giving them depth and
colour we never imagined possi-
ble. And there’s an ease with
which she uses language that is
particularly endearing. I have a
soft corner for writers who can

employ importune and knackered
with aplomb. 

The story is well
set-up and
drawn out, chill-
ing to boot, vivid-
ly descriptive,
transforming the
reader more than
once to a rainy
evening in 1970s
London. But all isn’t
hunky-dory in paradise.
The book is 950 pages
long. That’s a size one can
relax with in a regency classic
savoured over tea and cookies. In
a murder mystery with a poten-
tial serial killer angle, this leads to

feverishly sleepless nights.
Galbraith would have done
well to go light on the “will
they won’t they” parallel
track of Robin and Strike’s,
potentially cutting down
200 to 300 pages, while
still retaining the
essence of their chem-
istry. Also, I suspect
that future novels in
this series will have

more than one mys-
tery to solve, with equal air

time. And that may be a sustain-
able technique too. 

You may remember the con-
troversy surrounding the book
when it was released — about her

portrayal of cross dressers and
transgenders in poor light.
Exaggeration would be a mild
word to describe that hogwash. If
Rowling is guilty of something, it
is of bringing a gay/lesbian angle
to one too many characters. Is she
trying to send a signal to the
world that she isn’t homophobic?
Or is she trying to normalise her
books with more inclusion and
diversity? One doesn’t know. 

If you are a Galbraith fan, you
will pick this book up, my review
not withstanding. If you aren’t,
you can still pick it up, for the
sheer power of language. But
consider yourself warned, you
won’t sleep easy for days to come! 
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The current state of our society, characterised
by hundreds and thousands of big and small

problems, is that of an ailing society, which seems
to be dynamic and progressive from outside but
has become hollow because of negative traits like
hatred, jealousy, anger, from inside. 

The question therefore is that, what is the
main cause or reason of its afflictions? A possi-
ble answer
could be that
the problems
are of different
nature.  For
instance, there
is economic,
political, social,
ethnic, racial,
communal and
all  sorts  of
problems and it
is ,  therefore,
dif f icult  to
name one or
two causes of
the present suf-
ferings.  The
answer seems to
be correct but if we make a comprehensive list
of the major global or national problems and clas-
sify them under various heads, we will find that
these problems are mainly due to five basic fac-
tors. Take, for example, the problem of eve-teas-
ing, rape, abduction — all of them are due to lust.
The problems of obscenity in art, literature, cine
films, cultural shows, etc, are also due to the same
reason and the problem of overpopulation is also
due to lack of control and less awareness.
Likewise, anger is another factor that has led to
a great social turmoil. Extremism, terrorism and
violence of all kinds are offshoots of anger.
Similarly, economic exploitation, tax evasion,
adulteration, smuggling, hoarding, black market-
ing, corruption, bribery, are all due to greed, lust
for money or obsession for possessions. 

Lastly, pride is the factor that leads to con-
frontation, divisiveness, domination by a few peo-
ple, prestige postures, etc. It leads to rivalry and
revengeful attitude. Delving deeper into the sub-
ject will reveal that these five factors are the result
of the degeneration of love. Love is the inherent
quality of every human soul but it may exist either
in its pure or perverted form. If it exists in its pure
form, everything is fine but if it not, then it brings
along a lot of miseries. When it takes the form
of desire for physical relations or dependence on
emotional bonds, based on physical relationships,
it is called attachment. If it manifests in the form
of desire for money, and material possessions,
then it is known as greed. If it becomes self cen-
tered, then it comes up as selfishness. 

‘Pure love’ is the only solution to all the prob-
lems of the world as these are born from either
the absence of love or greed and attachment.
Hence, the remedy for getting rid of all the prob-
lems in the world lies in purification of love. This
is what is called as self purification or self-change
too. It is for this that one requires to learn and
practice meditation and inculcate divine quali-
ties within self. Meditation is a practise that
enables one to stabilise and inculcate good qual-
ities. It is, therefore, time that we understand the
diagnosis of the ailments from which mankind
presently suffers and cures itself by purifying its
emotion of love. 

In 2011, Panchayat Elections were held
in the then state (now a Union
Territory) of Jammu and Kashmir

after a long gap of 33 years. The event
promised hopes to the residents of J&K
who were more than eager to participate
in the democratic process of electing
their local leaders. But the hopes died
within the next five years as the repre-
sentatives of local self-government —
sarpanches and panchs — felt demor-
alised and saddened by their experience
as they demanded 73rd amendment
prior to the 2016 elections. It is impor-
tant to note here that the 73rd amend-
ment of the Panchayati Raj Act that
advocates decentralised planning and
offers more powers to panchayats, is not
applicable in J&K.  Now, a frontline
organisation of elected panchayat mem-
bers — The All Jammu and Kashmir
Panchayat Conference (AJKPC) — has
reiterated its demand for complete
empowerment of Panchayati Raj
Institutions (PRIs) in the Union Territory
by implementing this amendment in
entirety.

The demand holds importance
because Panchayati Raj Institutions
(PRIs) will be able to function effective-
ly and fulfill their responsibilities with
this devolution of power to Panchayats.
However, at the same time, there is a
need to check the working of these local
institutions that are responsible for exe-
cution of all government schemes meant
for the upliftment of the rural commu-
nities and have massive funds dedicat-
ed to them. 

In the border district of Poonch (250
kilometers from Jammu city), villagers
of the Bedar Panchayat in the Mandi
Block are not happy with the way
Panchayat members are functioning.
According to them, some representatives
of their Panchayat are following corrupt
practices while allocating benefits of gov-

ernment schemes to the public. They also
shared a recent incident where an audio
clip was circulated on social media in
which the Deputy Sarpanch of Bedar
Panchayat was heard demanding a com-
mission from one Abdul Rashid.

The brother of 55-year-old Rashid
had filed an application proving his eli-
gibility for the Pradhan Mantri Awaas
Yojana Gramin (PMAYG), a government
housing scheme that aims to provide a
pucca house, with basic amenities, to all
houseless families and those families liv-
ing in kutcha and dilapidated houses, by
2022. The file was approved and an
installment of �50,000 was also deposit-
ed to the account of the beneficiary. It
is from this amount that the Deputy
Sarpanch of Bedar Panchayat was found
demanding money from the beneficia-
ries as a commission. 

Soon the said audio recording
between the two parties went viral
bringing the matter to the notice of the
Block Development Officer (BDO) and
Block Development Chairman (BDC) of
Mandi tehsil. The two parties were
summoned to their office where apart

from a few dignitaries from the village,
employees of the department stationed in
Bedar Panchayat were also present. During
the investigation, it was proved that the
Deputy Sarpanch along with the Sarpanch
Panchayat was also involved in demand-
ing money from the beneficiaries and that
the employees of the department had no
role to play in it. Although a thorough
investigation was conducted by the BDO
to prove these charges but so far, no legal
action has been taken against the accused. 

Incidences like these not only create
a trust deficit between the public and the
elected representatives but dilute the
overall objective of the social welfare
schemes. 60-year-old Ghulam Ahmed
Sheikh from the same Panchayat lives in
one small room along with his wife and
three daughters. He works hard to sustain
his family but with his daughters growing
up, it has become difficult for them to
manage in a single, dilapidated room that
leaks every time there is rainfall. With no
money to build a house of his own.
“Panchayat people did not include my
name in the PMAYG list as they demand-
ed a commission to register my name. If

I had so much money, I would have built
or repaired my existing room,” rued
Ghulam as he talked about how he has
been deprived of what was rightfully his. 

The Panchayat representatives adopt
a different route if their demands of com-
mission are not met. Shah Mohammad,
a resident of Ward No. 6 said that
although his name was in the list of
PMAYG, he never received any financial
assistance. He was told that his account
number is wrong in the records. He spoke
with the Panchayat members on several
occasions and requested them to correct
the details but no one paid heed. Later, he
decided to meet the BDO who, on check-
ing his application form, found that the
account number in his file was correct.  “It
proved that the Panchayat representatives
are the ones who were trying to fill their
coffers by misleading poor people like me.
There are many others who have been
deceived by their elected representatives,”
shared a disappointed Shah. 

A person from the Sarpanch’s family
disclosed that he has registered four
names from his own family in the list. It
is from the public funds that he is getting

a magnificent building ready for himself
clearly doing injustice to the vulnerable
sections of the society.

When Mazhar Ali Jafri, the BDO,
Mandi was contacted, he shared that peo-
ple facing issues with the Panchayat
should contact their office directly as they
would like to support a more transparent
process. He also assured that if any
employee from his department is found
following corrupt practices, strict action
would be taken. After all these incidences,
a few aware citizens have filed applications
using RTI to know exactly how much
money has been allocated for the scheme
to this particular Panchayat and how it has
been utilised so far. 

On one hand, there are efforts by the
people demanding 73rd amendment for
Panchayats in J&K and on the other, there
are such incidences which raise question
over the credibility of the whole system.
It is about time that elected leaders at local
level understand that it is not about hav-
ing more power but utilising existing
power transparently and responsibly
towards the betterment of the people. 

F(�������'	����	�

The advent of COVID-19 pan-
demic has had a monumen-

tal impact in healthcare. The
immediate and most direct
impact has been the tremendous
human toll of the virus. It has
affected the nation’s healthcare
infrastructure, both public and
private. The public healthcare
sector has long been precarious-
ly poised. Overburdened and
understaffed, this outbreak has
stretched its resources to the
breaking point. Although the
private sector fared relatively
better, it too has been adversely
impacted by the lockdown and
subsequent drop in footfall, the
costs of activating their epidem-
ic plans and the halt in medical
tourism.

While there have been many
discussions around the impact of
COVID on healthcare as a whole,
what is often neglected is the way
it has changed how couples
approach pregnancy, along with
their views on pre and post-natal
care. And as a practising obste-
trician and gynecologist, I’ve had
a first-hand view of how the coro-
navirus has changed the pregnan-
cy plans of thousands of couples. 

The largest impact has been
a drastic decrease in footfall to
clinics and IVF centres across the
country. According to fertility
experts, there was a steep fall in
the number of patients seeking
IVF treatment from 50,000 to

1,000 in a quarter from April to
June 2020. Many couples who
faced difficulty conceiving made
the decision to delay their visit.
They were afraid to leave their
homes unnecessarily and were
especially anxious to avoid visit-
ing medical centres. Instead, they
chose to postpone their plans and
wait out the situation. 

This course of action is per-
fectly understandable. Pregnancy
is a scary, emotional and exhaust-
ing undertaking for any family at
the best of times, never mind dur-
ing a pandemic. Although there
is no recorded data of the verti-
cal transmission of COVID,
many mothers-to-be decided not
to risk it at all. After all, there’s still
a great deal that we don’t under-
stand about the virus, its trans-
mission and its long-term impact
on an individual’s health.  

However, for couples who
faced difficulty in conceiving, the
challenges were even greater.
Multiple visits to clinics, fre-
quent tests and appointments

and the need to venture from the
safety of their own homes con-
tributed to the dangers of the
process. But as the year has
passed, many patients have come
to the realisation that the virus is
here to stay. This has forced
them to look for safer, more
viable alternatives for what has
become the new normal. 

One option that some
patients have turned to is telecon-
sultation. This healthcare path-
way is extremely useful in an age
of social distancing and allows the
entire process – from appoint-
ment to consultation to diagno-
sis – to happen remotely. The
long-awaited issuance of telemed-
icine guidelines this April by the
Ministry of Health and Family
Welfare (MoHFW), in conjunc-
tion with NITI Aayog and the
Medical Council of India (MCI),
has further boosted this method-
ology. 

But for those couples who
seek to overcome their troubles
conceiving, a teleconsultation

isn’t enough. Instead, the safest
and easiest option is the various
home diagnostic devices cur-
rently available on the market.

Home fertility monitors such as
Inito, are capable of performing
lab-grade fertility diagnostic tests
at home, increasing the chances

of getting pregnant by 89 per cent.
These devices measure hormones
in a woman’s body and suggest
the best days to get pregnant.
Inito, for example, also comes
with an app which is AI enabled
that helps in understanding the
cycle variations of the user over
time and gives accurate results,
unique to every individual
woman’s cycle. These devices
have proved to be the best alter-
native to lean on during these try-
ing times. And couples’ trust in
these devices is evident in the
numbers. For Inito alone, the
number of tests taken per con-
sumer witnessed a surge of
around 40 per cent during April
to September this year.

Although COVID poses var-
ious challenges to would-be par-
ents, patients who are deter-
mined to have a child and have
the health, financial resources,
and emotional resilience to see
the process till the end, should
not be deterred. We don’t know
how long the virus will remain a
threat or when a cure will be
developed. But by thoroughly
researching the options avail-
able to you, and with the help of
the latest technological advance-
ments, your dream pregnancy
may be just around the corner. 

(The writer is Senior
Consultant, Narayana Health
Hospitals, Bommasandra,
Bengaluru.)
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Angel Di Maria scored twice as
Paris Saint-Germain made short

work of Rennes despite a raft of
absences in a 3-0 win on Saturday that
enables the champions to hold onto
their lead at the top of Ligue 1.

Di Maria struck in each half, with
Moise Kean scoring the other, to
move PSG up to 24 points, five
ahead of second-placed Lille who lost
2-3 against Brest on Sunday.

Rennes stay third on 18 points —
but can be overtaken by Nice should
they beat Monaco on Sunday — while
Montpellier are a further point back
in sixth after their 2-0 win at
Bordeaux.

PSG’s win was their eighth in a
row in the French top flight and came
as under-fire coach Thomas Tuchel
battles with an injury crisis that has
left him without the likes of Neymar,
Kylian Mbappe and Marco Verratti.

Striker Mauro Icardi was also out,
Marquinhos was moved back into the
defence following injury to centre-
back Presnel Kimpembe, while Pablo
Sarabia failed to overcome a muscle
strain.

“I’m very happy, very proud. It
was difficult to work at a starting XI,”
said Tuchel.

“We showed great mentality, col-
lective effort and solidarity. It’s a real-
ly good win.”
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Pakistan proved too strong
for a sloppy Zimbabwe as

they won the second T20
International by eight wickets
on Sunday, taking an unassail-

able 2-0 lead in the three-
match series.

Riding on half centuries
from skipper Babar Azam (51)
and 20-year-old Haider Ali (66
not out), Pakistan made short
work of a modest 135-run target,
achieving victory with 29 balls to
spare.

Zimbabwe, who were sent in
to bat, never recovered from
early strikes by paceman Haris
Rauf (3/31) and spinner Usman
Qadir (3/23) as they were
restricted to 134/7 in 20 overs.

Haider, playing only his
third international match,
cracked three sixes and six
boundaries in a 43-ball knock
and was declared player of the
match.

Azam, ranked second in the
world T20 batting rankings,

smashed eight fours and a six off
just 28 balls, the fastest of his 16
T20I fifties.

Haider and Azam added
100 for the second wicket, tak-
ing away the game from
Zimbabwe despite losing open-
er Fakhar Zaman for just five in
the third over.

Zimbabwe fast bowler
Blessing Muzarabani took two
wickets for 33 runs, including
Azam. 

The last match of the series
is scheduled for Tuesday, also in
Rawalpindi.
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Robert Lewandowski scored his
11th goal in just his sixth

Bundesliga game this season as Bayern
Munich went top of the table on
Saturday with a 3-2 win at Borussia
Dortmund.

“In the end, we deserved the win
and such victories are doubly impor-
tant for us,” said midfielder Leon
Goretzka as Bayern saw off their rivals.

After Marco Reus had put
Dortmund ahead, David Alaba blast-
ed home a free-kick to make it 1-1 at
half-time behind closed doors at Signal
Iduna Park.

Lewandowski gave Bayern the
lead with a superb header early in the
second half before Leroy Sane grabbed
the visitors’ third.

Erling Braut Haaland gave
Dortmund hope with a late goal, but
was left to regret earlier misses.

“I have to score more goals, if we
don’t put our chances away at this level,
then we won’t win,” said Haaland, who
converted one of four shots on goal.

“They are the best team in the
world and we have to work harder to
take the next step to be as good as
them”.

The 32-year-old Lewandowski

could have finished with a hat-trick
against his former club after also hav-
ing two goals disallowed by the VAR.

The win leaves Bayern two points
clear of second-placed RB Leipzig
with Dortmund third, three points
behind Munich.
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However the away win come at a

cost, as Bayern midfielder Joshua
Kimmich had to be helped off in clear
distress with a first-half knee injury.

As reported by DAZN on Sunday,
Kimmich could face up to three
months out. Kicker report that the 25-
year-old has torn his meniscus in his
knee and will require surgery, which
would see him sidelined for around
three months.
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Harry Kane fired Tottenham to
the top of the Premier League

as the striker’s late goal sealed a 1-
0 win against struggling West
Bromwich Albion on Sunday.

Jose Mourinho’s side knocked
Southampton out of first place
thanks to Kane’s dramatic interven-
tion at the Hawthorns.

His 150th Premier League goal
was perfectly timed after Tottenham
had laboured to break down stub-
born Albion.

Having scored his 200th
Tottenham goal in all competitions
against Ludogorets on Thursday,
Kane now has 13 goals this season.

Tottenham are one point clear
at the top, but they would be
passed later on Sunday by Leicester
if they beat Wolves, or Liverpool if
they win at Manchester City.

Mourinho started with Kane,
Gareth Bale and Son Heung-min in
his front three for the first time, and
while the latter two were quiet, Kane
was on hand to clinch Tottenham’s
third successive league victory.

Tottenham are now unbeaten
in their last seven league games but
were below their best for long
periods against a West Brom team
still without a league win this term.

Mourinho has had a recent
habit of making social media posts
that take a swipe at his players when
they under-perform, so it would
have been no surprise if the
Tottenham boss was thinking of
another acerbic message until Kane

came to the rescue.
Instead, Mourinho leapt

to his feet on the touchline to
celebrate a win that empha-
sised Tottenham’s determined
attitude.

West Brom had suffered a pre-
match blow when Branislav
Ivanovic and Matheus Pereira were
ruled out after both tested positive
for the coronavirus.
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Frank Lampard believes

Chelsea are beginning to bear
the fruits from a summer
of heavy investment
in the transfer market
after a 4-1 win over
Sheffield United.

Despite a £220
million transfer
splurge, the Blues
did not hit the
ground running as
they won just two
of their opening
six league games
of the season.

However, they
have now won four
in a row in all com-
petitions with three
of the new sign-

ings, Ben Chilwell, Thiago
Silva and Timo Werner on the
scoresheet on Saturday, while
another Hakim Ziyech won
man-of-the-match for two
assists.

“The players we brought in, we
brought in to improve,” said
Lampard, who guided Chelsea to
fourth in his first season in charge.

“People expect it to come
on day one. It’s not like that, it’s
a work in progress. You saw a
lot of it today, there are great
signs but we have to keep

going.”
Sheffield United

remain rooted to the
foot of the table with-
out a win this season
and just like in defeat
at Liverpool two
weeks ago, they
failed to build on a
dream start from
David McGoldrick’s

opener.
That was the first

goal Mendy had con-
ceded in the Premier

League and ended Chelsea’s
run of five straight clean
sheets as Lampard has
focused on ending the

dreadful defensive record that
blighted his first season in charge.

Tammy Abraham had initially
been one of the casualties of the
backing Lampard was given in the
transfer market, but has won his
place in the side in recent weeks
with Werner moving out to the left.

The England international
turned home Mateo Kovacic’s cut-
back for his fourth goal of the sea-
son to restore parity on 23 minutes
and Chelsea never looked back.

Werner smashed against the
crossbar after Aaron Ramsdale
could only parry a dangerous
Ziyech free-kick.

However, Chris Wilder’s men
did not learn their lesson as from
another Ziyech set-piece, Chilwell
bundled the ball in off his hip.

Ramsdale turned another
Chilwell effort behind before half-
time, but it seemed only a matter of
time until Chelsea killed the game
off as they dominated the second-
half. The hosts had to wait until 13
minutes from time for the third
with Ziyech’s wicked free-kick deliv-
ery again creating havoc.

This time the Moroccan picked
out Silva to flick home his first
Chelsea goal.

Werner was then put through
on goal from Ziyech’s defence-
splitting pass, but the German hit
the woodwork for the second time
when his lob over Ramsdale came
back off the post. Moments later,
Werner was not to be denied an
eighth goal when he hammered the
ball past Ramsdale.
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Felipe Caicedo again rescued
Lazio, scoring deep into injury

time to cancel out Cristiano
Ronaldo’s early goal for Juventus in
a 1-1 draw on Sunday.

Ronaldo had opened after quar-
ter of an hour in Rome but second-
half substitute Caicedo once again
proved decisive firing in the equalis-
er five minutes into injury time.

The 32-year-old Caicedo had
rescued his side in a 1-1 Champions
League draw at Zenit Saint
Petersburg during the week and also
an injury time 4-3 winner against
Torino last weekend.

Juventus missed the chance to
move second behind Serie A lead-
ers AC Milan, with the champions
three points behind their northern
rivals who host Hellas Verona later
on Sunday.

Simone Inzaghi’s Lazio, current-
ly embroiled in coronavirus chaos,
are ninth, five points off the lead-

ers.
Lazio lined out without

top striker Ciro Immobile,
midfielder Lucas Leiva and
goalkeeper Thomas
Strakosha, who remain in
coronavirus isolation.

Lazio midfielder Luis Alberto

returned after recovering
from coronavirus with the
hosts also boosted with
defender Stefan Radu back
after a month out injury.

Leonardo Bonucci, mak-
ing his 400th start for

Juventus, proved decisive early

blocking Vedat Muriqi.
But it was again Ronaldo who

proved decisive finishing off a Juan
Cuadrado cross after the Colombian
shook off defenders Luis Alberto
and Mohamed Fares.

Ronaldo, 35, scored his sixth
goal in four league games.

Sergej Milinkovic-Savic sent a
header wide for the hosts with
Joaquin Correa also testing
Wojciech Szczesny.

Ronaldo had two chances for a
second in the first half, rattling the
post, with Pepe Reina tipping a free-
kick over the bar.

But with Juventus looking in
control, Ronaldo went off with 15
minutes to go after taking a knock
to his ankle.

And Caicedo, who had come
off the bench nine minutes after the
break, once again had the final
word.

The Ecudorian picked up a
Correa cross, swivelling to fire in the
equaliser to hand Juventus their
fourth stalemate in seven league
games.
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The momentum is with defending cham-
pions Supernovas as they eye a third

straight Women’s T20 Challenge title, with
a determined Trailblazers standing in
their way in the final here on Monday.

In the winners-take-all T20 final, the
Harmanpreet Kaur-led side will have
momentum behind them, having beaten
Smriti Mandhana and company in the last
round-robin game on Saturday.

Supernovas, champions in 2018 and
2019, just about managed to ward off their
rivals in a last-over thriller.

The two-run victory enabled the
Supernovas to enter the final, while knock-
ing the Mithali-Raj led Velocity out of the
competition.

For the defending champions, opener
Chamari Atapattu (111 runs) has been in
brilliant form. The Sri Lankan veteran is
the top scorer for Supernovas this season.
Skipper Harmanpreet, who had scored two
half-centuries including in the final last
year, has been dismissed for 31 in both the
matches and the big-hitting Indian T20
captain will look to get back to her
destructive best in the final.

They will be up against Trailblazers,
who started their campaign on a sensation-
al note. Their bowlers, led by England’s
Sophie Ecclestone and veteran Jhulan
Goswami, bundled out the Velocity for a
paltry 47. However, they were unable to
dish out a similar display on Saturday.

Skipper Mandhana, who has scored 39
runs in two games, has had an under-
whelming tournament and will be keen on
coming good with the bat.

The spinners are expected to play a
huge role and both sides boast of quality
tweakers.

While Trailblazers have the world No
1 T20 bowler in left arm
spinner Ecclestone and
Rajeshwari Gayakwad,
Supernovas are armed
with the services of
India’s star leg-spinner
Poonam Yadav and
Radha Yadav,
who will also be
brimming with
c o n f i d e n c e
after bowling a
stel lar last
over on
Saturday to
help her side
reach the sum-
mit clash.

In the pace
d e p a r t m e n t ,
Trailblazers have
the experienced
Jhulan Goswami,
who has the ability
to turn the match on
its head. For the the
Supernovas, South
African Ayabonga
Khaka and West
Indies’  Shakera
Selman have done
well.

Having already
played in two finals,
Supernovas know how
to soak up the pressure
which could be the big
difference between the
two sides.

���� 0-��,�0-�

Shikhar Dhawan’s
fiery half-century
and Marcus Stoinis’

all-round show carried
Delhi Capitals into their
maiden IPL final as they
survived some anxious
moments before prevail-
ing by 17 runs in the sec-
ond Qualifier here on
Sunday.

B r e a t h t a k i n g
counter-attacking knocks
by Kane Williamson (67)
and Abdul Samad (33)
threatened to dash Delhi
Capitals hopes but
Stoinis’ timely dismissal
of the Kiwi batsman tilt-
ed it in his side's favour.

The Capitals will now
challenge Mumbai
Indians for the title on
Tuesday, having lost to
them in the first Qualifier.

In-form Shikhar
Dhawan smashed 78 off
49 balls to help the
Capitals post a challeng-
ing 189 for three after
electing to bat.

Stoinis, who was pro-
moted to open the
innings, added 86 runs
with Dhawan and later
took three wickets for 26
runs in SRH's run chase.

Every move of
Capitals worked on
Sunday as Shimron
Hetmyer, who was
brought in, also con-
tributed in team’s win

with his unbeaten 42-
run knock.

Rabada got rid of
dangerous David Warner
(2) with his first ball to
give the Capitals the start
they wanted.

Manish Pandey (21)
and Priyam garg (17)
stroked the ball beautiful-
ly and with confidence in
their small 31-run stand
but Stoinis dismissed
both of them in the space
of three balls. The three
wickets inside five overs
pegged SRH back.

DC spin duo of Axar
Patel and Pravin Dubey
also bowled well as they
kept control over the pro-
ceedings.

Williamson and
Jason Holder kept the
scoreboard ticking with
ones, twos and the odd
boundaries.

The Kiwi batsman
began hitting with
remarkable ease and his
strong game against the
spinners kept SRH in the
hunt. Holder though got
out while attempting a big
shot off Patel.

Williamson complet-
ed his fifty with a single
off Patel. He got good
support from Abdul
Samad, who smashed
Nortje for two fours and
a six.

SRH needed 61 from
last five overs and
required Williamson to

do the job. He was sent by
back Stoinis, getting him
out off a widish ball that
he hit straight to Rabada
at deep cover.

Rabada (4/29) then
ran through the SRH
lower order to seal the
match for the Capitals.

Earlier, skipper
Shreyas Iyer (21) could
not do much. Dhawan, in
his well-paced innings,
hit six fours and two
sixes. He added 52 runs
for the third wicket with
Hetmyer before being
dismissed by seamer
Sandeep Sharma (1/30).

SRH’s sloppy field-
ing also helped Capitals as
they dropped Stoinis early
in the innings and gave
them a few free runs.
SRH also dropped
Dhawan towards the end,
though it did not cost
them much.

Yet again,
Afghanistan spinner
Rashid Khan (4-0-26-1)
was the most effective
bowler though T
Natarajan bowled well in
slog overs.

Stoinis, after being
dropped by Jason Holder
off Sandeep at short mid-
on, punished the SRH
bowlers with a flurry of
boundaries.

Stoinis, on three at
that time, was nicely set
up by Sandeep but the
opportunity was not
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taken. It was Holder, who
was then taken to task by
Stoinis, who creamed off
18 runs from the West
Indian's over with three
fours and a six.

Sandeep was initially
impeccable with his length
balls but drifted afterwards
and was punished by
Dhawan.

In-came spinner
Shabaz Nadeem to bowl
the last Powerplay over
and ended up leaking 14

runs as DC reached 65 for
no loss.

Warner shuffled his
bowlers around, handing
the ball to Rashid and
Natarajan. The Afghan
spinner got them the
breakthrough with his
eighth ball by castling
Stoinis.

Dhawan raised his
fifty with a six off Nadeem.

Iyer struggled to time
the ball and was soon dis-
missed by Holder.
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��������� Senior wicketkeeper-batsman Wriddhiman
Saha’s saga of picking up injuries continued as he has been
diagnosed with a hamstring tear which is sure to raise
questions about his availability for the upcoming tour of
Australia. It will now depend on what call BCCI man-
darins take considering that physio Nitin Patel’s medical
reports have of late come under scanner due to divergent
views of the IPL franchises. PTI
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