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Prime Minister Narendra
Modi on Tuesday slammed

“politics” over the availability of
anti-coronavirus vaccine while
asking States to work out
“block-level plan” for speedy
distribution of the vaccine as
and when it is available in the
country. The PM held a review
meeting with eight worst
Covid-19 affected States after
new surge in cases.

Addressing Chief
Ministers, Modi asked them to
send a detailed plan to the
Centre on how much cold-stor-
age needed for the anti-Covid-
19 vaccine.

Modi said he cannot say
when the vaccine would be
available and sought that it
should not be “politicised”.

“Stop politics over vac-
cine…its delivery is at hands of
the scientists,” he was quoted as
saying in the CMs’ meet. 

The PM, however, made it
clear in the meeting that the
timeline and the cost of vaccine
has not yet been finalised.

Modi repeatedly warned
against showing “carelessness”
which he said caused spike in
numbers. He asked States to
bring down coronavirus posi-
tivity to four per cent.

The meeting took place in
view of a surge in the number
of cases due to onset of winter,
festival seasons, and casual
approach in the public.

The interaction was two-
phased — first with the worst-
affected States and second with
all States on laying out a plan
for the smooth distribution of

the vaccines.
West Bengal Chief Minister

Mamata Banerjee, Maharashtra
CM Uddhav Thackeray,
Gujarat CM Vijay Rupani,
Rajasthan CM Ashok Gehlot,
Chhattisgarh CM Bhupesh
Baghel and Delhi CM Arvind
Kejriwal were among those
present at the meeting, held via
video conference.

Punjab CM Amrinder
Singh skipped the video con-
ference meet.

Modi took stock of spike
in casualties and spoke on the
need for the Centre and States
to work with better coordi-
nation, devise new contain-
ment strategy and need to put
in place a system for the dis-
tribution of the vaccine as and
when it was available for the
distribution across the coun-

try in coming months.
The Prime Minister said

160 new oxygen plants are
being started to augment sup-
ply of oxygen and all demands
of States are to be met
through PMCare fund. He
asked CMs to form steering
committees at the State, dis-

trict and block-level with reg-
ular meetings, monitoring
and training for the vaccine
distribution at a mass scale in
the country.

The Prime Minister
assured States all help from
the Centre and sought them
to detail their needs.
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Dehradun: Haridwar
Kumbh should be a priority
in the vaccine distribution
strategy for Covid-19 in
Uttarakhand considering the
huge workforce that will be
engaged in organising the
fair, Chief Minister Trivendra
Singh Rawat said on Tuesday.
He said a steering commit-
tee at the state level and task
forces in all districts have
been set up for vaccination
and their meetings are being
held regularly.

New Delhi: The Russia-
developed Sputnik V vaccine
against coronavirus has been
found to be over 95 per cent
effective, CEO of the Russian
Direct Investment Fund
(RDIF) Kirill Dmitriev said
on Tuesday. In a virtual con-
ference from Moscow,
Dmitriev said Sputnik V is
not only “one of the most
effective” but also among
the “affordable” vaccines in
the world.

New Delhi: The biggest
Muslim graveyard in the
national Capital near ITO is
running out of burial space
amid rising Covid-19 deaths
with coronavirus victims from
other NCR areas also being
buried here, an official man-
aging it said on Tuesday.

New Delhi: An estimated one
crore frontline health workers
will receive the first dose of
Covid-19 vaccine whenever it
becomes available, with around
92 per cent of Government
hospitals and 55 per cent of pri-
vate hospitals across all states
and UTs providing data iden-
tifying the workers, official
sources said.
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The Centre on Tuesday
blocked 43 mobile apps,

including Alibaba Workbench,
AliExpress, Camcard and many
dating apps, mostly from
China.

Earlier in June the Centre
blocked 59 Chinese apps
including Tik Tok, and in
September again it blocked
118 Chinese apps, including
PUBG.

The Ministry of Electronics
and Information Technology
said it issued the order under
section 69A of the Information
Technology Act blocking access
to 43 mobile apps.

“This action was taken
based on the inputs regarding
these apps for engaging in
activities which are prejudicial
to sovereignty and integrity of
India, defence of India, securi-
ty of State and public order.
Ministry of Electronics and
Information Technology has
issued the order for blocking
the access of these apps by users
in India based on the compre-

hensive reports received from
Indian Cyber Crime
Coordination Centre, Ministry
of Home Affairs, said the
Ministry in a statement.

AliSuppliers Mobile App,
Alibaba Workbench,
AliExpress-Smarter Shopping,
Better Living, CamCard -
Business Card Reader,
CamCard-BCR (Western),
Soul-Follow the soul to find
you, Chinese Social - Free
Online Dating Video App &
Chat, Date in Asia - Dating &
Chat For Asian SinglesWeDate-
Dating App, Free dating app-
Singol, start your date!,
TrulyAsian - Asian Dating
App, ChinaLove: dating app for
Chinese singles, DateMyAge:
Chat, Meet, Date Mature
Singles Online, First Love Live-
super hot live beauties live
online, Rela - Lesbian Social
Network are the popular apps
blocked in 43 banned apps list.
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Uttar Pradesh became the
first State in India to

approve the “Love Jehad”
Ordinance called “Ordinance
to Prevent Unlawful Religious
conversions” which attracts a
penalty of 5 years of jail term
and fine of �15,000.

State Cabinet Minister and
Government spokesperson
Siddharth Nath Singh said
the Cabinet has given its
approval to prevent unlawful
religious conversions in the
name of marriage.  The
Cabinet meeting was held on
Tuesday under the chairman-
ship of Chief Minister Yogi
Adityanath.

According to the new law
the inter faith couple will have
to give notice of two months
before the marriage and
District Magistrate (DM) per-
mission is required for the
marriage. 

“Inter religion marriage
without permission will attract
jail from 6 months to 3 years
and a minimum cash fine of
�10,000,” the spokesman said.  

Concealing the original
name and religion before mar-
riage will attract 10 years of
imprisonment.

The new law said any vio-
lation of the law or conversion
will attract one to 5 years of jail
and minimum fine of �15,000.
In case of minor or SC/ST girl,
the punishment wil l  be
between 3 and 10 years and
minimum fine of �25,000.
Mass conversation will attract
3 to 10 years jail with a mini-
mum fine of �50,000, the
Government spokesman said.
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Against the backdrop of
security situation at the

Line of Actual Control (LAC),
India successfully test-fired an
improved version of the
Brahmos missile on Tuesday.
More such drills will be carried
out in the coming days.

The test is part of the val-
idation firing carried out by the
scientists in the last few weeks
of a whole range of missiles,
including Akash and Nirbhaya,
besides the indigenously
designed and manufactured
Brahmos missile.

The latest test of the land

attack version of the Brahmos
supersonic cruise missile with
enhanced range of more than
450 km was conducted on
Tuesday from the Andaman
and Nicobar Islands territory,
sources said.

The supersonic cruise
missile was test-fired at 10 am
and it successfully hit its tar-
get, which was on another
island. This version is already
inducted into the Army which
has now raised some regi-
ments of the missile.

When inducted some
years back, the range of the

supersonic missile, jointly
produced with Russia, within
the country was 290 km.  The
latest test has given the Army
an edge over the adversaries
with a range of more than 450
km, sources said here.

Incidentally, some batter-
ies of the highly lethal missile
rated to the fastest system in
its class in the world are
already deployed in some cru-
cial sectors of the LAC facing
China including Ladakh and
Arunachal Pradesh. 

The Defence Research and
Development Organisation
(DRDO) in the last three
months tested the new and
existing Brahmos missiles
apart from the Shaurya mis-
sile system.  It has the capa-
bility of destroying a target at
more than 700 km and tech-
nology demonstration vehi-
cles for hypersonic missile
technology.
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Amid a row over “love
jehad”, the Allahabad High

Court has ruled that the right
to choose a life partner “irre-
spective of religion” is intrinsic
to the right to life and person-
al liberty.

The bench contradicted a
high court judgment in
September and another in 2014
against marriages performed
after alleged conversions, say-
ing that the two rulings were
not good in law.

Justices Pankaj Naqvi and
Vivek Agarwal made the obser-
vations while quashing an FIR
lodged by a man against his

daughter's husband, whom she
married after conversion to
Islam. “Interference in a per-
sonal relationship would con-
stitute a serious encroachment
into the right to freedom of
choice of the two individuals,”
they said.

The ruling comes amid
plans by UP and some other
States to enact laws to curb
alleged conversions in the guise
of marriage, which BJP leaders
call “love jehad”.

While allowing the writ
petition by Salamat Ansari
and Priyanka Kharwar, alias
Alia, of Kushinagar, the judges
cited Article 21 of the
Constitution on personal lib-
erty.

“To disregard the choice of
a person who is of the age of
majority would not only be
antithetic to the freedom of
choice of a grown up individ-
ual but would also be a threat
to the concept of unity in

diversity,” they said.
“We do not see Priyanka

Kharwar and Salamat as Hindu
and Muslim, rather as two
grown up individuals who out
of their own free will and
choice are living together
peacefully and happily for over
a year,” the bench said.

Ansari and Priyanka
Kharwar, alias Alia, had had
sought quashing of an FIR
lodged on August 25, 2019
under several sections of the
IPC, including illegal confine-
ment and inducing a minor
into sex. The FIR had also
invoked the POCSO Act.

The petitioners argued that
they are adults and competent
to choose a person of their
choice as their partner. The
counsel for the woman’s father
argued religious conversion
only for sake of marriage 
is prohibited and such 
marriage has no sanctity in 
law.

�	
���
	������
������������������
�������	������������
	�������������


�	������������
��	����������
��������������
������������

����������������
���������������
����������������
��������������������

������ !"#�$"!%�!&''�' 
(&)�(*�+&!�"��,-".�

������������
������������
�����������
���������������
����� ����!����
�������"#�$��# �
�#��"���$��%�
# ��

&�#�'���'�! ����"'�
����'���������#��(
"��!)����#������#���

�!�*�%���*�����"��

 ������!������" �###
����������������
����$���������������
�����������������$��

�#'�#�� �+,-.*
���"�����#"��"����

# ��#���*$�� "�
������ ����������

��������	�
�������	������������
�������������	�������������������	�
���
������������
�����������������
�
�����
��	�

����	�
����������������
�����
�
�	���	������������	� ��
�! � "

������������ �#�#��
�"��#���/!������'� )�

%�������������������&������
�������������������������������

'���������(�������������������
�������������������$����������$

����� ��������������������������������������
������������� ��������� ��������������������������
��� ���!� ������"��������������������������������������
� #����$��#%�� �������� ��������������������������
&�'()���#* ������������ ������������������������"
�%��)� �������� "���� �����"��
�%)�(� �������� /0123���������������������

�����$��#%�� ��"����� ����"���������������������
�%����% +�) �������� ���"���������������������"
#(��� �����"�� ���"� ��������
&%)� +� � "������� ������������������"��"����
,�-����� "������" "�"���������������"�"�����
�(����� "������� ��"�� "�"�����
������(�+��� "�"���"����� "�����������������"�������
���.� � "�""�"�" "�"��������������������"��
����' "������� �������������������"�������
/*-������������ "������� ����"����������������"����

����� �204�0122
�������30560��3
�������
/10530�76����
�������60630433�

���� 012

��
�3
�
�����

����� ,����	

Chief Minister Hemant
Soren today approved the

proposal of new reward money
for the arrest of six absconding
extremists of banned Naxalite
organization CPI (Maoist) and
PLFI, renewal of pre-
announced reward money
against 120 Naxalites and
upgradation of post and prize
money against one CPI
(Maoist) rebel.

Notably, at present, the
reward is declared against 279
Naxalites, out of which 106
Naxalites have either been
arrested or surrendered or have
been killed in police encoun-
ters. In this way, the award
announcement against 173
Naxalites is effective.

The announcement of the
reward against the Naxalites
will be valid for two years. New
rewards can be announced
after two years. The Director

General of Police has the right
to announce the prize up to five
lakh rupees, while the
Superintendent of Police can
announce the prize up to two
lakh rupees. The State
Government is competent to
announce the prize money
above this.

Talking to media persons
here on Tuesday the CM said
that the government is keeping
a close watch on COVID-19
situation in the State and may
take necessary steps as and
when needed. He said the PM,
during today’s Video
Conferencing with CMs of dif-
ferent states, has said that there
is no clear picture about
Corona vaccine’s arrival in the
country.

In another development
the CM has approved the pro-
posal to temporarily extend the
period of retired personnel
appointed on the basis of con-
tract on the vacant posts of
Assistant Forest Guards. Under
the order issued on 31 October
2019, a total of 12 retired per-
sonnel were appointed on con-
tractual basis for one year due
to lack of assistant forest con-
servator under the Forest,
Environment and Climate
Change department and affect-
ed departmental work. Out of
these 12 retired contract work-
ers, 10 individuals had taken
charge. The work period of all
these contract workers is about
to end in November this year.

The Chief Minister has
also given approval on the
proposal of the Department of
Home, Prison and Disaster
Management to initiate action
against suspended Indian
Police Service officer Anurag
Gupta under section 7 and 13
(1) (d) and 13 (2) of the
Prevention of Corruption Act,
1988 under section 120 (b) of
the Indian Penal Law.
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Commuters caught by the
police for not wearing face-

mask will be directly sent to a
Covid care centre if they test
positive for the viral infection in
an immediate test conducted by
the district administration in
Ranchi, senior government offi-
cials decided on Tuesday.

The decision comes in the
wake of blatant violations of
Covid-19 restrictions by com-
moners and the rapidly decreas-
ing fear of contracting Covid-19
infection among residents in the
state capital, sources said. The
district administration has also
set up static Covid testing cen-
tres across the city for speedy
testing of the violators.

A change in the Covid-19
trajectory in Jharkhand is like-
ly to have triggered the gov-
ernment move. Fresh cases of
Covid-19 infection outnum-
bered recoveries reported in
Jharkhand on Tuesday, trigger-

ing a marginal fall in the recov-
ery rate after an upward trend
in the Covid recovery trajecto-
ry since a fortnight, a bulletin
released by the National Health
Mission (NHM) highlighted.

As per the bulletin, at least
233 fresh cases of Covid-19
infection, including 93 from
Ranchi alone surfaced in the
state in 24 hours, while 191
patients overcame the lethal
viral infection during the same
period. The Covid recovery
rate in Jharkhand dropped from
97.07 per cent on Monday to
97.03 per cent on Tuesday.

Tuesday’s findings also
caused a spike in the number of
active cases after drop in the
number reported for several
consecutive days. As per gov-
ernment data, at least 2,242 peo-
ple were battling the infection in
Jharkhand on Tuesday.

Meanwhile, two more
Covid patients, one each from
Ranchi and Bokaro, died during
treatment on the day, taking the

Covid-19 toll in Jharkhand up
at 955. The Covid mortality rate,
however, was still 0.88 per cent
in the state against the nation-
al average of 1.50 per cent,
NHM stated in its bulletin.

Godda, Pakur and
Hazaribag did not report even
a single case of Covid-19 infec-
tion on the day, while 16 of 24
districts in the state reported a

single digit spike in Covid cases.
Ranchi, East Singhbhum and
Ramgarh were the highest con-
tributors to the Covid caseload
on the day. 

Ranchi reported 93 cases
against 32 recoveries, while
East Singhbhum reported 28
cases against 41 recoveries. At
least 27 people were found
infected in Ramgarh and 15

patients recovered there.
The Government also

intensified testing on Tuesday.
Swab samples of as many as
20,205 people were tested for
Covid-19 on the day and over
1 per cent of them were found
infected. Health workers also
collected swab samples of
18,352 people from across the
state in 24 hours.
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In its drive against people for
endangering their lives by not

wearing the mask, the police
collected a fine worth �2 lakh
from the violators in the past
two days.

The traffic police carried
out an intense checking drive
in the localities which include
Jugsalai, Golmuri, Mango,
Sakchi and Bistupur since 10
am today. During this period,
the district administration
and police also assisted in
action against the citizens
coming to public places with-
out wearing masks. Citizens
who were found in public

places spitting having a mask
but not wearing were advised
not to repeat such things and
in some areas they were also
given masks.

“Though the administra-
tion has been conducting
awareness on the dangers of
COVID-19 and precautions to
be taken to prevent contract-
ing and spreading of the dead-
ly virus, the public have taken
it lightly and have displayed
their negligence,” said the
official.

He further said that wear-
ing a face mask, washing
hands frequently and main-
taining social distance are the
only ways to avoid contracting
the virus and also spreading it
to others till COVID-19 vac-

cine is available. But people by
not following these norms
are displaying their negligent
attitude, the official regretted.
Moreover, persons over 65
years of age, persons with
other diseases, pregnant
women and children below
ten years of age are advised to
stay home except for essential
services and health purposes.

SDO Nitish Kumar said
that the COVID-19 infection
can only be curbed when
people follow social distanc-
ing norms in the true sense,
and use masks as a habit. The
police have also intensified
checking at border areas and
on other arterial roads with
emphasis on those without the
protective face gear.
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AMaharashtrian woman
Mitha Bai Kumbh Phaley of

Kolegar village under
Aurangabad district of
Maharashtra became a victim of
human error during the first
lockdown announced in March.

Sources said this woman
wanted to reach Aurangabad
during the lockdown in March
but some Bihar's Aurangabad
labourers whom she met
thought her to be of their Bihar's
Aurangabad and brought her
down to Aurangabad close to
Jharkhand’s Palamu district.
Phaley thus reached
Aurangabad of Bihar instead of
her own Aurangabad of
Maharashtra.

District public relation offi-
cer Latehar Rohit Kandulna
said the woman finally landed
in Latehar after spending time
in the Covid care center at
Barikhap in Balumath.

Kandulna said she was
lodged in Gurukul of Latehar
district after the quarantine.

DC Latehar Abu Imran
heard of her plight and got in
touch with people in
Maharashtra for her return
home. Imran spoke to one
Samir Wakhde and Anjuman
Islamia besides the district mag-
istrate of Aurangabad and the
road began to open for this
woman to return home.

On Sunday the son of the
woman Pandurang Baburao
Kumbh Phaley met her moth-
er at Latehar along with the
sarpanch Parmeshwar Topey
and chowkidar Anil Bowery
and DC Latehar Abu Imran was
too glad to hand over the
woman to her son. 

Kandulna said the woman
could not tell as to how she
landed in Latehar. She knew
Marathi, which our men did not
understand but our men knew
she should not feel any bad or
neglected here and this woman
too understood by then that she
was with humble people of
Jharkhand Latehar.

Sources said Coronavirus
has caused many such upheaval
in many a life for no fault of
their own. 

Sources said Latehar district
social welfare Officer Preeti
Sinha is credited to brief Imran
first about the ordeal of Mitha
Bai Kumbh Phaley, who then
never looked back but overcame
all odds for a reunion of the
mother with her son.
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Awantika Gautam, student
of Std XI of Kerala Public

School, Kadma has made into
the finals of Prof. Brahm
Prakash Memorial Event
BPMME 2020, which will be
held on November 28. Her
essay ‘The Green Initiatives
for Metal Industries’  has
been  shortlisted.

She wrote on the various
measures to be taken to tack-
le the problem of pollution in
the industries. 

In her essay she has pre-
sented a wonderful idea of an
artificial tree which would
absorb all the toxic and
obnoxious gas and in return
release clean air into the
atmosphere. 

She has also highlighted
the various measures that
have been taken by Tata Steel,
to solve the problems of pol-
lution in Jamshedpur city.
Considering the conse-
quences of health hazards,
primarily, the lung infections
due to COVID attack, it
becomes a sine qua non for us
to take care of our environ-
ment.

The event is being organ-
ised by Indian Institute of

Metals,Kalpakkam Chapter,
Indira Gandhi Centre for
Atomic Research Kalpakkam,
Tamil Nadu. 

The entire programme is
scheduled- online, keeping
the security in view in the
pandemic – times. There will
be an elocution round fol-
lowed by a lively Rebuttal by
the eminent members of the
jury. All together, eight essays
have been selected all over
India for the finals. Many
eminent scientists like Dr. R
.Chidambaram, Dr. C.G.K
Nair, Prof S. Ranganathan,Dr.
P.K. Iyengar, Prof Krishnan
Balasubramanian and many
more dignitaries will be pre-
sent to witness the finals.
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More than eight shops were
gutted in a fire at City

Center, Sector 4 in Bokaro
Steel City last night. The fire
engulfed three garments, toys
and other shops, police said.

Around 10.30 pm fire
broke out which engulfed the
shops. After the stiff struggle
of fire brigades and firefight-
ers, the fire got controlled
after many hours, which
destroyed goods including
others in several lakh rupees,
said an eyewitness.

Shops of Lal Babu, Sonu,
Md Iqubal including others
were gutted by fire, he said.

The fire tenders succeed-
ed in dousing the fire, after a
long struggle of two hours.
“Beside firefighting vehicles,
local peoples have joined
hands for the rescue,” added
another eyewitness.

The Shop owners alleged
that some unsocial elements
put the shops on fire, while a
fire official said we are prob-
ing the reasons behind the
eruption of fire, though there
may be chances of short cir-
cuit.
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Sixty one quintal of
Government ration is alleged

to have been stolen from the
SFC godown at Harihurganj.
The Government ration includ-

ed 43 quintal of gram and 18
quintal of sugar meant for
delivery through the public
distribution shops among the
red and yellow ration card
holders and beneficiary of the
Antyodaya scheme.
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Facing financial crisis due to
closure owing Covid 19 since

the last nine months  coke plant
owners have sought permis-
sion to restart operation from
district administration.

The plants remain closed
since localdown was announced.

A delegation of owners led
by former Nirsa MLA Arup
Chatterjee met Dhanbad deputy
commissioner Uma Shankar
Singh and requested him to
allow operation as owners were

facing losses due to closure as
they were paying loan inter-
est,salary and electric bills
despite closure.

The DC directed ADM law
and order Chandan Kumar to
hold an inquiry within a week
so that any appropriate decision
on demand may be taken.

Talking to the media after
meeting Deputy commissioner
Arup said, the delegation includ-
ed owners of different plant
owners having factories in Nirsa-
Chirkunda area. 
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The CBI on Tuesday filed its
reply before Jharkhand

High Court regarding the bail
petition filed by former Bihar
chief minister and RJD presi-
dent Lalu Prasad which is
scheduled to be heard on
November 27.

Lalu Prasad has requested
for bail in one of a fodder scam
case RC 38A/96 related to ille-
gal withdrawal of Rs 3.76 crore
from Dumka treasury, where
he was awarded 14 years of rig-
orous imprisonment by a spe-
cial CBI court of Shivpal Singh.

The court had awarded
him seven years of rigorous
imprisonment under sections
of IPC and another seven years
under sections of Prevention of
Corruption Act. The court
directed that both punishments
will run consecutively.

The CBI contended that
Lalu Prasad has not complet-
ed half of the jail term hence he
is not entitled for bail.

The CBI referred section
427 of CrPC stating that if a
person is convicted more than
one in the offences similar in
nature then jail term will also
run consecutively.

Convicted in four fodder
scam cases, Lalu Prasad has
already secured bail in three
and his release from jail
depends upon whether or not
he gets bail in Dumka case also.

In the previous hearing
held on November 6; senior
Supreme Court lawyer Kapil
Sibal and senior High Court
lawyer Devarshi Mandal had
argued on behalf of Lalu
Prasad whereas senior lawyer
Rajiv Sinha represented the
CBI.

Sibal had contended before
the court that Lalu Prasad
currently undergoing treat-
ment under supervision of
RIMS doctors have served half
of the jail term in Dumka trea-
sury case. But the CBI object-
ed and said that the agency
needs time to submit a reply
regarding his health besides to
calculate the exact period of jail
term he has served.
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Jharkhand Government on
Tuesday signed an MoU

with Indian Tourism
Development Corporation
(ITDC) as a part to takeover
Ranchi based Hotel Ashok, an
iconic hotel spread over 2.7
acres of land at Doranda in
the city capital.

Chief Minister Hemant
Soren signed MoU whereas
ITDC was represented by
Piyush Tiwari, chairman of
Ranchi Ashoka Hotel as well
as Director (Commercial and
marketing) of ITDC.

After the agreement was
signed all 25000 shares of the
hotel owned by ITDC were
transferred to Jharkhand gov-
ernment. The property having
30 rooms, two banquet halls
and lawns had three stake-

holders, namely, ITDC (51
per cent), Jharkhand (12.5)
and Bihar the rest. Originally,
Bihar owned 49 per cent

stake. But after Jharkhand
was formed in 2000, the
stakes were split among Bihar,
Jharkhand and ITDC follow-

ing an inter-ministerial meet-
ing held under the chair-
manship of principal secre-
tary to the Prime Minister in

2004.
Secretar y of  tourism

department Puja Singhal said
that  in the next 
phase Jharkhand government
will sign an MoU with Bihar 
government to purchase rest
of the shares that will com-
plete the process of transfer of
ownership of this hotel. 

She said that  the
Jharkhand government will
bear the burden of ITDC.

The Central Government
last year started the divest-
ment process of Hotel Ashok,
which stopped operating in
March 2018 after it became a
loss making unit. 

Even 24 employees of the
hotel were not getting their
salary after the hotel was
closed.  

In 1983 Ranchi Ashoka
Bihar Hotel Corporation
Limited was formed to run
the hotel as a joint venture of
the Bihar government and
ITDC. In 1987 land was
acquired and within one year
this hotel was built.

About three years back

discussion started over disin-
vestment of this hotel. 

A crucial meeting was
held under the chairmanship
of the principal adviser of the
PM on September 26, last
year. 

The then chief secretary
of Jharkhand Sudhir Tripathi
too had held a meeting where
it was decided that senior offi-
cials will be deputed to the
ITDC office to sort out issues
related to valuation of equity.

The process of transfer of
ownership was expedited by
the Hemant Soren govern-
ment who took personal
interest in this matter.

“It took us almost 20 years
to take possession of this
hotel which was built on our
land.  But we have done this.
The Jharkhand government
will give a new face and
recognition to this hotel.
Jharkhand is blessed with
nature’s beauty besides mines
and minerals. There is a huge
scope for tourism,” the Chief
minister said in his brief
address.
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From listening to bedtime
stories to developing a flair

for reading novels like Alice in
Wonderland, The Jungle Book
and Harry Potter series,
Hazaribagh man 26- year old
Kajol Aikat started writing
short stories and poems during
his high school days. His first
novel Unsocial Amigos was
amongst the top 500 interna-
tional bestsellers in romance
fiction on Amazon.com and
top 100 best selling e-books in
fiction on Google Books.

In 2019, the author was
nominated for the Padma Shri
in the Field of Literacy and
Education from Jharkhand
while his research on sustain-
able socioeconomic develop-
ment for the LGBTQIA+ com-
munity was recognized by the
United Nations Population
Fund (UNFPA) in 2020.

“It all started with my
father reading me bedtime

stories. Later even though I
started writing poems as a
hobby, it was something that
provided me solace from all
the worldly troubles. During
this time I also realized that
the world needs more good
stories, which are beyond the
rudimentary values and can
challenge certain establish-
ments. All these things came
together for my first novel-

Unsocial Amigos,” said Aikat.
His first novel published in

2014 as well as the second one
titled Reasons to Live (2015)

are of the romance- fiction
genre. Aikat has also authored
four short stories- Life isn’t a
Fairytale (2015), The Cotton

Seed ((2017), Soul Break –I
(2017) and Soul Break –II
(2018). Aikat is currently
drafting his next work of fic-
tion on minority sexualities
which is slated to release in
2021.

“For me life and every-
thing that happens around
me are what inspire me to
write. To me every single per-
son is a story in him waiting
to be tapped by a storyteller. In
my opinion writing is not just
limited to authoring books or
novels but much more beyond
that. With the rise of digital
media a plethora of options
have opened for those who
want to make a career in this
field,” remarked the author
who is currently working with
Google India as a Content
Developer in Gurgaon.

A statement made by his
father ‘Gurbat mein kalakari
nahi hoti’ (a poor man cannot
be an artist) was what pushed
Aikat to return to the corpo-

rate world which he had once
decided to quit in 2017 and
make a full time career in con-
tent development.

“Seeing my books doing
well across various platforms,
my parents have f inally
approved of my choices and
are now keen to support me in
all my endeavors. I now real-
ize that my parents were wor-
ried about my financial secu-
rity and their point of view was
justified. They have always
said that ‘you yourself sponsor
your dreams,” added Aikat.

Born and brought up in
Hazaribagh, Aikat did his
schooling from DAV Public
School, Hazaribagh and his
BBA from BIT Mesra, Ranchi.
His father Shaymal Kumar
Aikat is a retired government
employee and his mother
Mitra Aikat is a homemaker.
He is currently enrolled for an
MBA with Narsee Munjee
Mumbai for the session 2020-
22.
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In a fierce attack against BJP
MP and former Union

Minister Jayant Sinha, the
Jharkhand Mukti Morcha on
Tuesday alleged that the
Raghubar Das led BJP govern-
ment in the State not only plun-
dered the exchequer, but also
sold out precious assets of the
State to benefit some industri-
alists.

Holding a press confer-
ence soon after Sinha’s press
conference here on Tuesday
JMM general secretary cum
Spokesperson Supriyo
Bhattacharya said that in the
last five years’ rule of BJP gross
financial mismanagement has
taken place in the State.

“Money was siphoned off
in the name of double engine
government. We had issued a
White Paper on the financial
status of the State before this
years’ State Budget. We had said
at that time also that the eco-
nomic growth rate of
Jharkhand was 12.5 per cent
when Raghubar Das led gov-
ernment took over in 2014, but
when we formed the govern-
ment in 2019 the economic
development rate had gone
down to 5.7 per cent,” he said.

“The BJP Government
also took huge loans and sold
off State property including
PTPS to NTPC. The Excise
department was outsourced,

huge advertisements were
released. �400 crore were spent
only on advertisements. Also,
�800 crore loss was incurred in
selling liquor. Land registry at
Re1 in the name of women
was launched upto property
value of �50 lakh to benefit big
land brokers. No poor person
was covered in the scheme. If
an audit is done no poor per-
son will figure in the list.
Also, in the name of mining
lease Rs 4000 crore lost,” he
added.

“Jayant Sinha was saying
we should take loans. Why
should we? �18,000 crore GST
scam: who is responsible for
the same? The Centre owes us
�25,000 crore in GST, which it
is not giving us. Only coal
companies owe us �65,000
crore for mining and land
use. SAIL and Railways owe us
�75,000 crore despite that we
should take loans! What a
pitiable situation is this?” he
asked.

The JMM leader said that
Raghubar Ji took �85,000 crore
loan from Centre in the name
of UDAY scheme for DVC, but
DVC did not get a single
penny. Now, the Centre has
deducted over �1,400 crore
from State’s RBI account, he
said.

“The treasury was looted
during BJP rule. Even during
the economic review meeting
of eastern states in
Bhubaneswar, where Niti Ayog
and RBI representatives were
present they said that the
banking system in the State is
faulty. There is a huge gap in
CD ratio in the State. We had
said that this should be
stopped. The CD ratio limit
was brought down to 40 per
cent from 60 per cent. Today
the debt on every Jharkhandi
has gone up to Rs 24,000 from
Rs 1200. Who will  take
responsibility for the same?
Jayant Sinha should have read
the white paper, which is with
25 BJP MLAs,” he said.

“Dhanbad and CKP Rail
divisions give maximum rev-
enue across the country. But,
we have to pay two third
amounts for completion of
railway projects. The BJP
wanted to sell everything and
it sold also. It sold coal, land,
human resources of Jharkhand
to Adani and electricity will go
to Bangladesh. PTPS was sold.
Government land was given
on lease,” said Bhattacharya.
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Enforcement Directorate
(ED) on Tuesday filed a

supplementary chargesheet
against M/s Classic Coal
Construction Pvt. Ltd, M/s
Classic Multiplex Pvt Ltd and
their directors namely Dilip
Kumar Singh and Kumar
Pranav in the case related to
bitumen scam. The chargesheet
was filed before for special
PMLA court in Ranchi. During
investigation of the case ED
attached properties totalling
Rs 3.91 crore of the company
and its directors. These prop-
erties are held in the name of

M/s Classic Coal Construction
Pvt, Ltd., M/s Classic Multiplex
Pvt. Ltd. and the erstwhile
Managing Director of the
Company, late Pawan Kumar
Singh.

ED initiated investigations
under PMLA on the basis of
four FIRs and chargesheets
filed by CBI under sections
120-B, 420, 468, 471 of IPC,
1860 and section 13 (2) and
13(1) (d) of Prevention of
Corruption Act, 1988 against
Classic Coal, Pawan Kumar
Singh (since expired), the erst-
while managing director of
Classic Coal, Dilip Kumar
Singh, twenty two Engineers of

Road Construction
Department of Jharkhand and
others. The company was man-
dated to procure bitumen from
the government undertaking
oil companies namely HPCL,
IOCL and BPCL. While the
company did not honour this
undertaking the company
directors submitted 492 fake
invoices pertaining to HPCL,
Ramnagar, West Bengal, to the
road construction department.
They claimed that a procure-
ment of 4630 MT of bitumen
for road works has been done
and got payment in connivance
with the departmental engi-
neers.
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Police have intensified anti-
Naxal operations in Chatra

following the cold-blooded
killing of a coal trader by CPI
(Maoist) rebels in the district
during Chhath festivities. Hardly
48 hours after gunning down a
Maoist Sub-Zonal Commander,
Chatra police on Tuesday recov-

ered a huge cache of arms and
ammunition from a Tritiya
Prastuti Committee (TPC)
hideout. 

The district police along
with CRPF recovered rifles loot-
ed by TPC rebels from police
patrolling teams in the past. The
raiding team on Tuesday recov-
ered .303 bore rifle, 189 live
.303mm cartridges, at least 237
live .306 cartridges and 18
7.26mm bullets, police said. 

Chatra Superintendent of
Police Rishabh Jha said that the
police made the recoveries on
the basis of information pro-

vided by an arrested TPC insur-
gent, identified as one Krishna
Ganju, who had a bounty of Rs.5
lakh on his head. 

“Krishna Ganju, who was
arrested last week disclosed
about the places where they had
hidden arms and ammunition
which were looted from police
teams,” said Jha.

While CPI (Maoist) is the
oldest and the most dreaded Left
Wing Extremist (LWE) group in
Jharkhand, TPC is one of the 17
splinter outfits active in some
parts of the tribal state, say
police.

"��.���������0�
���(�� �������6�

��  ��0

%	����>����
��	��	
���������

��������������� ������������	�����

����� ,����	

Ranchi Deputy Commissioner
cum District Magistrate

Chhavi Rankan chaired a meet-
ing related to land reforms and
revenue in the State capital on
Tuesday. Additional Collector
Ranchi, Sub divisional Officer
Sadar, Ranchi, Sub divisional
Officer Bundu, Deputy Collector
Land Reforms, Deputy Collector
Revenue and various zonal offi-
cers were present for the meet-
ing.

In the meeting the DC
reviewed all the pending cases
related to mutation, land
demarcations, inheritance and
mutual agreements among oth-
ers. He also reviewed the pend-
ing mutation cases for more
than 30 and 90 days region
wise.

Ranjan directed to execute
cases of mutation pending for
more than 30 days without
objection expect for technical
reasons and spoke of taking
action under the Right to
Service Guarantee Act upon
delay. The DC also directed
execution of cases pending for
90 days at the earliest and
asked for a detailed report for
cases pending due to technical
reasons.

The COs were further
directed to submit a format
based report for cases related to
mutual partition. For cases
related to illegal mutation,
Ranjan directed the officials to
expedite the process of execu-
tion and cancellation.
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Former union minister Jayant
Sinha on Tuesday accused

the Hemant Soren government
for poor financial management
causing significant loss to the
State exchequer.

Sinha who held a press con-
ference at state BJP headquarters
said that the bad budget capital
expenditure decreased by 29.8
per cent which further caused a
fall of 32.7 per cent in the capi-
tal outlay.

“It shows less expenditure
on construction of hospital,
road, bridges and likes, besides
there is huge decrease in the
allotment in areas like rural
development, irrigation and
transport. During Covid-19
pandemic the government
should have developed health
infrastructure. Instead the gov-
ernment reduced capital expen-
diture. The government failed to
take-off 500-beds hospital in
Hazaribagh, Dumka, Palamu
and Jamshedpur,” he said.

Sinha, who had served as
Union Minister of State for
Finance said that despite funds
and resources provided by the
Centre; Jharkhand failed to
properly utilize and explore its
own resources.      

He claimed that during the
NDA government in Jharkhand
the economy was quite robust

which is evident from the fact
that there was an increase of 29.7
per cent in the revenue genera-
tion and there was a sharp
decline in fiscal deficit. Capital
receipts for the same period also
increased by 28.8 per cent.

Sinha said that the govern-
ment successfully increased rev-
enue by eliminating revenue
losses. The revenue deficit dur-
ing this period was GSDP. 2.28
per cent of the FRBM. The act
was within the 3 per cent rate
limit. 

He said that the profits
from mining have steadily
increased over the last five years
due to government reforms.
The estimated mining receipt
amount of Rs 8,000 crore for
2020-21 is 15.6 per cent of the
total revenue receipts of
Jharkhand.

He said that the
Government of India has raised
the lending limit for the states by
taxing GSDP from 3 per cent to
5 per cent for the financial year
2020 to support the states in the
Corona period. Additional 2 per
cent lending is linked to power
distribution, ease of doing busi-
ness, one nation one ration card
etc at some state level. The state
government should ensure
financial sector expansion and
effective administration, turning
epidemic disaster into opportu-
nity, he said.
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The Ministry of Agriculture
has invited representatives

of 32 farmers’ organisations for
a second round of talks on
December 3, at Vigyan Bhawan
here. But the farmers’ organi-
sations are already gearing up
for their “Delhi Chalo” march
on November 26-27 against the
agriculture laws even as the
Central trade unions on
Tuesday said that about 25
crore workers are expected to
participate in the nationwide
general strike on November 26.

Ahead of farmers’ protest
march towards Delhi, Haryana
Chief Minister Manohar Lal
Khattar announced plans to
seal borders with Punjab on
November 26 and 27. It has
issued a travel advisory, asking
commuters to avoid certain
national highways along the
state border with Delhi and
Punjab in view of ‘Dilli Chalo’
farmers’ protest.

The meeting comes after
farmer leaders laid a condition
for another central ministerial
meeting while calling off their
‘rail roko’ agitation in Punjab
on Monday and lifted the near-
ly two-month-long blockade,
allowing resumption of only
goods trains. In a related 
development, a farmers’ body
blocked a rail track at the
Jandiala railway station, 25 km
from Amritsar, which forced
the railways to divert several
Amritsar-bound trains on
Tuesday despite that they have
agreed to lift blockage for 15
days two days ago.

A letter from Sudhanshu
Pandey, secretary, Ministry of
Agriculture, addressed to farm-
ers’ representatives stated that
minister Narendra Tomar
“would like to invite them for
the next round of talks on

December 3 at Vigyan Bhawan,
as it was agreed by both sides
that discussions on various
farmers’ issues will continue”.
The first round of talks was
held on November 13, but it
remained inconclusive but both
sides had agreed to continue
negotiations in the future.

On the other hand, farm-
ers across Punjab are getting
ready for their protests “Delhi
Chalo” on November 26. Enter
any village and there’s only one
thing in the air, “Delhi Chalo”.
From illiterate elderly women
to young graduates, all are
putting in their all energy to
mobilise maximum support
for the protest in the national
capital. Tractor-trailers fitted
with speakers are playing
Punjabi songs to ignite passion
against the farm laws and col-
lecting ration and other neces-
sary items. Holding flags,
youngsters roam villages to
disseminate required 
information. Rural women are
busy organising “jago” singing
anti-Central Government
songs during the daytime; at
night, farmers are organising
“mashal” marches.

To support farmers’ cause,
10 central trade unions,
employees’ unions in insur-
ance, banking, Railways and
State and Central 
Government institutions will
take part in the bandh, which
will begin from November 25

midnight and end on
November 26 midnight.

A statement has been
issued by a joint forum com-
prising ten central trade unions
-- Indian National Trade Union
Congress (INTUC), All India
Trade Union Congress
(AITUC), Hind Mazdoor
Sabha (HMS), Centre of Indian
Trade Unions (CITU), All
India United Trade Union
Centre (AIUTUC), Trade
Union Co-ordination Centre
(TUCC), Self-Employed
Women’s Association (SEWA),
All India Central Council of
Trade Unions (AICCTU),
Labour Progressive Federation
(LPF) and United Trade Union
Congress (UTUC). Notably,
cabs, auto-rickshaws, trucks,
and other private transporta-
tions in Telangana will back the
nation-wide bandh.

In a related development,
despite their assurance to lift
rail blockade for 15 days, a
farmers’ body on Tuesday
blocked a rail track at the
Jandiala railway station, 25 km
from Amritsar, which forced
the railways to divert several
Amritsar-bound trains.

Food bowl Punjab is at the
centre stage of a farmers’ agi-
tation against moves to open up
agricultural markets in the
country and bring sweeping
reforms to the farm sector,
which supports nearly half the
population.
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The Congress on Tuesday
condemned the proposal of

the Reserve Bank of India’s
(RBIs) Internal Working Group
(IWG) recommending the
entry of business houses into
the banking sector, saying it has
the “fingerprints of Modi
Government written all over it”.
The party called upon all the
people of India and all politi-
cal parties and trade unions to
join in resolutely opposing the
retrograde idea of allowing
corporates and business hous-
es to enter the banking sector
and set up banks.

Former Finance minister P
Chidambaram said the pro-
posal, along with some other
recommendations by the IWG,
is part of a deeper game plan to
control the banking industry by
the NDA Government at the
Centre. If implemented, the
proposal will “completely
reverse the enormous gains
made in the last 50 years of
retrieving the banking sector
from the clutches of business
houses”, Chidambaram noted.

“If business houses are
allowed to own banks, they
will, with a small equity
investment, control very large
amounts of the nation’s finan-
cial resources. This must not
happen and Congress will
strive its utmost to ensure that
this will not happen,”
Chidambaram said at a AICC
Press conference.

Last week, an IWG set up
by the RBI made various rec-
ommendations, including that
a large corporate may be per-
mitted to promote banks only
after necessary amendments to
the Banking Regulations Act.
The proposal drew criticism
from former Reserve Bank

Governor Raghuram Rajan
and ex-Deputy Governor Viral
Acharya, who said that all the
experts consulted by the IWG
except one “were of the opin-
ion that large corporate/ indus-
trial houses should not be
allowed to promote a bank”.

Chidambaram said both
Rajan and Acharya have given
convincing reasons why the
proposal will lead to concen-
tration of economic and polit-
ical power.

“Just as the RBI was the
cat’s paw of the government in
the saga of Demonetisation,
the RBI is being used by the
government to push through
its dangerous agenda. This is
another example of the Modi
government pandering to the
aggrandizement and acquisi-
tive ambitions of the business
houses of India. If the propos-
al goes through, it is no secret
which politically connected
business houses will get the
first licences and increase their
monopolistic power,”
Chidambaram said.

“We call upon all the peo-
ple of India and all political
parties and trade unions to join
us in resolutely opposing the
retrograde idea of allowing
corporates and business hous-
es to enter the banking sector
and set up banks,” he added in
presence of AICC chief
spokesman Randeep
Surjewala.

Rajan and Acharya have
raised concerns that if the
industrial houses are allowed
into the banking sector, they
could get the financing easily
with no questions asked as they
would have an in-house bank.
It would also lead to further
concentration of power with
certain business houses, they
had warned.
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Soon, you will have the
option to purchase at an

affordable rate vegetable oil
enriched with Omega-3
polyunsaturated fatty acids (n-
3 PUFA), which have immense
health benefits linked to heart
and brain.

The top food regulator,
Food Safety Standard
Association of India (FSSAI), is
in the process of issuing a
notification wherein vegetable
oil manufacturers will be
allowed to blend the oil pro-
duced by them with Chia seed
and flaxseed/linseed oil, the
richest plant source of alpha
linolenic acid, one of the most
important Omega-3 fatty acids,
which are essential fats having
ability to curb non-communi-
cable diseases which are on
increase in India as well as in
the world.

The blending will be

allowed up to 5 per cent, said
sources in the FSSAI. When
contacted, FSSAI CEO, Arun
Singhal said that a notification
will be issued in this regard
soon. He said that the move
aimed to ensure availability of
healthy oil at the affordable
prices.

Last year, the Indian
Council of Agricultural
Research (ICAR) through
intense research had worked on
improvement of the quality of
the linseed oil to make it fit for
human consumption in both
pure as well as blended form.

Linseed oil was otherwise
more suitable for industrial
application and not as a cook-
ing oil because of high content
of alpha-linolenic acid.

However, ICAR found a
solution to improve the quali-
ty and shelf life of linseed oil by
lowering its linolenic acid con-
tent, thus making it suitable for
cooking.

“The ICAR tested genotype
variety of seed (TL99), which
has less than 5 per cent
linolenic acid, during last year.
It also got good results from the
experiment of blending linseed
oil with other edible oils to
enhance shelf life of the oil,” the
research body said in its latest
report.

It found that “cold pressed
linseed oil’ can be used in
preparation of several food
items like banana chips, papad,
pakoda,puri and bhaji,” it said.

ICAR also found that
products prepared from ‘blend-
ed oil’ were acceptable in terms
of taste, quality and shelf life.
“Hence, linseed oil is now
almost ready to join the group
of edible oil in both pure as well
as blended form,” it added.

The FSSAI notification will
allow bottled vegetable oils to
be blended with omega-3 fatty
acids and unsaturated fats rich
linseed and Chia oil.
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The Central Bureau of
Investigation (CBI) on

Tuesday arrested an accused,
Arum Pal, in an on-going
investigation into a case relat-
ing to a missing girl who has
also been found now.

The CBI had registered a
case on January 1 against an
accused and others in compli-
ance of the orders of High
Court of Madhya Pradesh,
Gwalior Bench and taken over
the investigation.

It was alleged that the com-
plainant (father of the missing
girl) had informed that his
minor daughter was taken away
on motor cycle by the said
accused and another person,

both residents of village Dhuta,
of Jalaun (Uttar Pradesh) and
when he chased the motor
cycle, he was threatened, the
CBI said in a statement.

The local police had arrest-
ed a friend of accused, whose
bike was allegedly used in the
incident. After thorough inves-
tigation including search of
bank accounts in several banks,

the accused was traced at
Rajpura in Punjab, the CBI
said.

The linked mobile number
with the said bank account was
allegedly in third person’s
name, it said.

The arrested accused will
be produced before the
Competent Court for transit
remand on Wednesday.
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The Russia developed
Sputnik V covid-19 vaccine

against Covid-19 is 95 per cent
effective and will be charged
less than rival vaccines as
Moscow aims to produce more
than 1 billion doses at home
and abroad next year, CEO of
the Russian Direct Investment
Fund (RDIF ) Kirill Dmitriev
said on Tuesday.

The news augurs well for
India as pharma giant Dr

Reddy’s Laboratories is con-
ducting clinical trials of the
Sputnik V vaccine as well as its
distribution.

“Cost of Russia’s two-shot
Sputnik V vaccine will be less
than USD20 per person for
international markets with each
shot costing less than USD10,”
Dmitriev said at a virtual con-
ference from Moscow.

The Sputnik V vaccine has
been developed by the
Gamaleya National  Research
Center of Epidemiology and

Microbiology and RDIF.
Sputnik V Covid-19 vaccine is
the world’s first clinically
approved vaccine against the
novel coronavirus.

The RDIF CEO said the
vaccine can be stored in tem-

peratures ranging  from 2-8
degrees Celsius which is a
very important factor in facil-
itating  easy distribution.

“The efficacy of the vac-
cine is over 95 percent which
is great news not only for

Rusia but (also) for the world,”
Dmitriev said adding that talks
are on with regulators in coun-
tries where clinical trials are
being done. He said the trials
are being done on 42,000 vol-
unteers in Russia and other

countries.
Dmitriev said the clinical

trial data will be also published
in international journals and
peer-reviewed by the interna-
tional community.

“We have achieved the
industrial production of the
dry form of the vaccine that
will allow us to distribute it and
use it at temperatures of plus
2 to plus 8 degrees Celsius.

Amid a global race to
come out with an effective vac-
cine to check the pandemic
that had ravaged the world,
Pfizer Inc and its German
partner BioNTech too had
announced that their vaccine
appears 95 percent effective at
preventing mild to severe
COVID-19 disease in a large,
ongoing study.

US-based biotechnology
giant Moderna also announced
that its COVID-19 vaccine
has shown to be 94.5 percent
effective in preventing the
deadly disease.
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Even as the vaccine against
Covid-19 is in the trial

stages, the Union Health
Ministry has asked all the
States /UTs to be ready with
vaccination-related Adverse
Events Following
Immunisation (AEFI) surveil-
lance plan as a safety measure.

“The preparations are
underway for conducting
Covid-19 vaccinations in the

States and districts, starting
with certain priority groups. In
connection with this, steps
need to be taken to strength-
en AEFI surveillance following
Covid-19 vaccinations to
maintain confidence in the
safety of vaccines” said an
official in a letter to all the
States/UTs.

Among key initiatives to
strengthen AEFI surveillance
system for Covid-19 vaccina-
tion include roping in medical

specialists such as neurolo-
gistsm cardiologists, respira-
tory medicine specialists in
addition to paediatricians in
the state and district AEFI
committees. 

The Ministry feel that
since, the vaccinations will be
given to adults, many of whom
may have comorbidities,
events due to pre-existing
comorbidities (stroke, heart
attacks etc) may be reported as
AEFIs.
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The Supreme Court Tuesday
sought the Centre’’s

response on a PIL seeking
direction for fixing the maxi-
mum rate for the RT-PCR test
for Covid-19 uniformly all
over India.

A bench comprising Chief
Justice S A Bobde and Justices
A S Bopanna and V
Ramasubramanian issued
notice to the Health Ministry
and listed the PIL filed by
lawyer Ajay Agrawal for hear-
ing after two weeks.

The bench, in a hearing
conducted via video confer-
encing, said that the plea would
be heard with another pending
plea pertaining to the cost of
treatment for COVID-19.

It took note of the submis-
sion of Agrawal that the plea
needed an urgent hearing.

The petition has sought a
direction to the governments to
fix the maximum rate for the
RT-PCR (real-time reverse tran-
scription polymerase chain
reaction) test to �400 uniform-
ly across the country, instead of

�900 to �2,800 as fixed by dif-
ferent state governments, Union
Territories and NCT of Delhi. 

“There is a big loot by lab-
oratories and they are minting
money to the tune of crores and
crores of rupees. The margin of
profit is so high as it is as high
as 1,400 per cent in Andhra
Pradesh and 1,200 per cent in
Delhi,” said the petition filed by
advocate Ajay Agrawal.

It claimed that the RT-PCR
kits are presently available for
less than rupees 200 in the
Indian market. 

“There is no other cost as
the machines used for the RT-
PCR test are already there
with the laboratories as they
conduct a large number of
tests. 

“And the matter is con-
cerned with 135 crore citizen of
the country as everybody wor-
ried about the coronavirus and
forced to get their test done at
this exorbitant price,” it said.

It alleged that the owners of
the private laboratories and hos-
pitals are using the calamity into
opportunities for minting crores
and crores of rupees.
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The Centre Tuesday told the
Supreme Court that delib-

erations on the issue related to
removal of around 48,000 slum
dwellings along the railway
tracks in Delhi were going on
and no coercive action would
be taken against them.

A bench headed by Chief
Justice S A Bobde was told by
Solicitor General Tushar Mehta
that he had made a statement
before the apex court on
September 14 that authorities
are going to take a decision on
the issue and till then no coer-
cive action would be taken
against these slum dwellers.

“The deliberations are
going on. We are not taking any
coercive steps,” Mehta told the
bench, also comprising Justices
A S Bopanna and V
Ramasubramanian.

The bench, while taking
note of Mehta’s submission,
said it would hear the matter
after four weeks.”Solicitor
General states that govern-

ment is deliberating on the
issue. Stand over for four
weeks,” the bench said.

The top court on August
31 had directed the removal
of  around 48,000 slum
dwellings along the railway
tracks in Delhi within three
months and said there shall
not be any kind of political
interference in execution of
the plan.

On September 14, Mehta
had told the top court that
Ministry of Railways, the
Ministry of Housing and
Urban Affairs and the Delhi
Government are going to take
a decision on the issue and till
then they will not take any
coercive action against the
slum dwellers residing along
the around 140 km railway
tracks in the national capital.

The apex court is hearing
the applications, including
the one f i led by senior
Congress leader Ajay Maken
who has sought rehabilitation
of these slum dwellers prior to
their removal.
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With an aim to help pri-
mary cooperative soci-

eties play bigger roles in
AtmaNirbhar Bharat call given
by Prime Minister Narendra
Modi, Union Agriculture
Ministry on Tuesday launched
Sahakar Pragya, an innovative
capacity building initiative for
the farmers associated with
such entities in the country.

Unveiling the programme
here online, Union Agriculture
Minister Narendra Singh
Tomar said that farmers in pri-
mary cooperatives in rural
areas of the country would be
trained under Sahakar Pragya
by the National Cooperative
Development Corporation
(NCDC), an autonomous body
under the Ministry.

This is in keeping with the
Prime Minister’s vision to make
farmers in primary coopera-
tives in rural areas atma nirb-
har (self-reliant) in the post-
Covid economic reconstruc-
tion, he added.

Sundeep K Nayak,
Managing Director of NCDC
explained  that Sahakar Pragya
will be implemented  through an
elaborate network of 18 Regional
Training Centres across the

country. These Centres are run
by the Haryana-based
Laxmanrao Inamdar National
Academy for Cooperative
Research and Development
(LINAC) under the NCDC.

Under Sahakar Pragya, forty
five training modules for trans-
ferring knowledge, skills and
organisational capacities have
been prepared, said Nayak,
pointing out that LINAC has
chalked out a plan to train
about 5,000 farmers in cooper-
ative societies in a year.

“The 45 dedicated training
modules would equip the coop-
erative societies to run their
affairs in professional business
terms of market economy,”
Nayak said, asserting that
Cooperatives have a major role
in the AtmaNirbhar Bharat ini-
tiative.

Currently, India has a net-
work of over 8.50 lakh cooper-
ative societies with about 290
million members. Ninety-four
per cent of the farmers in the
country are members of at least
one cooperative society.
Cooperatives lend strength to
farmers to minimise risks in
agriculture and allied sectors and
act as shield against exploitation
by unscrupulous traders, said the
official.
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The Supreme Court on
Tuesday rejected the plea of

sacked BSF jawan Tej Bahadur
against the rejection of his
nomination papers to contest
the 2019 Lok Sabha polls
against Prime Minister
Narendra Modi from the
Varanasi constituency.

A bench comprising Chief
Justice S A Bobde and justices
A S Bopanna and V
Ramasubramanian, which had
reserved its verdict in the case
on November 18, upheld the
Allahabad High Court judg-
ment dismissing Tej Bahadur’s
election petition against the
poll panel’s decision to reject
his nomination papers.

On May 1 last year, the
returning officer had rejected

the nomination papers of Tej
Bahadur, a Samajwadi Party
(SP) candidate, who was dis-
missed from the Border
Security Force (BSF) in 2017
after he posted a video online

complaining about the quality
of food served to the troops.

The hight court had upheld
the returning officer’s deci-
sion to reject his nomination. 
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With the West Asia and
Gulf region, India seeks

to supplement its strong tra-
ditional ties with an “ahead of
the curve” approach, which
embraces technology and
national priorities in a future-

oriented action plan, a senior
official of the Ministry of
External Affairs said on
Monday.

In his remarks at the 13th
India-Israel Forum, MEA
Secretary (CPV&OIA) Sanjay
Bhattacharyya said the West
Asia and Gulf region has seen

its fair share of conflict. 
“Despite progress and

development across the
region, economic growth
eluded many and religious
radicalisation and extremism
played a role in the spread of
violence and terrorism,” he
said.
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The Delhi High Court has
held that the appointments

of Special Public Prosecutor
(SPP) and Additional Solicitor
General (ASG) to file and
conduct the CBI appeal against
the acquittal of the accused in
the 2G spectrum allocation
case -- is in consonance with
law.

The high court referred to
the Supreme Court’s March 12,
2018 order dismissing a plea
challenging the appointment
of Solicitor General Tushar
Mehta in place of senior advo-
cate Anand Grover to appear
in appeals arising out of 2G
cases.

“The appointment of
Sanjeev Bhandari, SPP to file
the leave to appeal and Sanjay
Jain, ASG to conduct the same,
is in consonance with law,”
Justice Brijesh Sethi, said.

“The order of the Hon’ble
Apex Court dated March 12,
2018 in...Has dispelled all the
doubts and has categorically
stated that SPP in 2G case was
appointed for the purpose of
conducting trials only before
the Special Judge and Central
Government was free to
appoint anyone post trial,” he
said in the order which was
passed on Monday and made
available on Tuesday.
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Muzaffarnagar (UP): An AIIMS doctor
was killed while two went missing when
their car fell into the Ganga canal in this
Uttar Pradesh district on Tuesday, police
said. Another doctor, who was travelling
in the car, has been rescued and hospi-
talised.

Circle Officer Kuldeep Kumar told PTI
that the incident occurred when four doc-
tors of the All India Institute of Medical
Sciences (AIIMS), Delhi -- Priya, Arti,
Praveen and Nitin Kumar -- were on their
way to Delhi from Rishikesh in
Uttarakhand in a car (registration number
DLSCJ 4293).

On receiving information about the
vehicle falling into the canal near Kamheda
village within the Purkazi police station
limits, police rushed to the spot and res-

cued Priya. However, Arti lost her life in
the incident while Praveen and Nitin
Kumar were missing, the police said.

Priya was rushed to a hospital in a seri-
ous condition, they added.

All four doctors were in their early 30s,
the police said. PTI 
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Bengal Chief Minister
Mamata Banerjee on

Tuesday renewed her demand
for the central dues including
the ones from Goods and
Services Tax and the State’s
extraordinary expenses in
fighting the corona pandemic.

Speaking during a virtual
meeting with Prime Minister
Narendra Modi --- where the
former was reviewing the pan-
demic situation in various
states --- Banerjee reportedly
reminded the former about
the GST dues that the Centre
owed to the State
Governments.

Besides Banerjee also
raised the issue of central help
in fighting the corona crisis
saying New Delhi had paid
only Rs 193 crore to fight the
situation compared to Rs 4,000
crore already spent by the
State.

The Chief Minister briefed
the Prime Minister about the
current pandemic situation

assuring him that the State had
created a robust infrastructure
to handle the crisis and it was
prepared fight the crisis in
case of a surge. Bengal had
reported 4,59,918 corona cases
with a fatality of about 8,072.

At a different forum
addressing a public meeting at
Bankura the Chief Minister
launched a scathing attack on
the Centre holding its “destruc-
tive” farm laws responsible for
the current rise in prices of
onion, potato and other eata-
bles.

Banerjee said that the new
farm laws had only encouraged
hoarding and black-market-
ing of potato and onion.
“Today potato and onion has
gone into the hands of the
hoarders and the central law is
responsible for this hoarding
and resultant price rise,”
Banerjee said adding how the
“Centre is looting the common
people through its laws.”

The Centre in September
enacted the Essential
Commodities (Amendment)

Act, 2020, which removed cere-
als, pulses, oilseeds, edible oil,
onions and potatoes from the
list.

In Bengal while onion is
selling for anywhere between
Rs 70 and Rs 80 per kg potato
is priced at about Rs 45 a kg
which more than double than
what these items sold for even
a couple of months ago.

“Earlier we used to keep a
check on prices of these essen-
tial food items but the central
Acts have robbed the states of
their powers.

This has caused losses to
farmers as well as consumers,”
Banerjee said adding the State
Governments must not be
blamed for the rising prices of
potato and onion.

Incidentally Bengal BJP
president Dilip Ghosh had
accused the TMC Government
for the rising prices of eatables
saying “it is the cut-money raj
that has led to the rising prices
as the Trinamool leaders are
accumulating funds for fight-
ing the next year’s elections.”
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Prime Minister Narendra
Modi is likely to visit Bengal

sometime in December, State
BJP sources said adding the
dates had yet not been finalized
by the Prime Minister’s 
Office.

The Prime Minister’s visit is
in addition to the ones that are
likely to be paid by Home
Minister Amit Shah and BJP
chief JP Nadda every month till
the elections. 

While Shah is scheduled to
visit Bengal twice every month,
Nadda is likely to come to this
State thrice in as many 
days.

Meanwhile the BJP has
chalked out a detailed phase-
wise plan to step up its campaign
for the next year’s Assembly elec-
tions.

Accordingly in the first
phase the party will launch spe-
cial programme from December
1 to 12. A senior party leader
said that the saffron workers
would embark on a door-to-
door contact programme from
the next 
month.

“Our workers will visit each
and every house in all the 294
Assembly segments as a part of
the mass contact programme,”
the leader said adding the peo-
ple will be told about the BJP
Government’s achievements and
the “need to bring down the
Trinamool Government to
unleash a new phase of devel-
opment in the State so that
Bengal can be restored to its for-
mer glory.”
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Arrangements of Panchayat
elections, called as the

semi-finals of UP's 2022
Assembly elections, have
begun. This time there will be
elections for Pradhanis in a
total of 881-gram panchayats in
the district. 

The Panchayat Raj
Department has sent a proposal
for the delimitation of
Panchayats to the government.
New Panchayats have been
proposed in Manzoorgadi,
Ramgarh Panjipur and
Maheshpur, which have been
included in the limit of Nagar
Nigam. In such a situation, the
possibility of starting the reser-
vation process is also being
started soon. 

In 2015 three-tier pan-
chayat elections were held.
Among these, 902 gram prad-
hans, 1054 area panchayat
members and 52 district pan-
chayat members were voted in
the district. About 2.5 years
later, the government included

16 gram panchayats adjoining
the city to the Nagar Nigam. In
such a situation, the panchay-
ats here are finished. After
this, it was announced to cre-
ate Madarak Nagar Panchayat
again. 6 panchayats were also
included in this. 1 gram pan-
chayat was also adjusted in
Chandaus and Pisawa Nagar
Panchayats. In this way, 24 pan-
chayats have joined Nigam
bodies in 5 years.

A few months ago, the
government gave the orders to
reorganize Panchayats. It was
decided that if more than one
thousand population is outside
of a Panchayat, then there will
form a new Panchayat.

The population of all the
three panchayats of the district
is above one thousand. The
Panchayat Raj Department has
declared the three new pan-
chayats and sent the proposal
to the government. Elections
will be held in 881 Panchayats
in 2021. The term of the
Pradhans is also ending in
December.

Muzaffarnagar (UP): A 26-year-old woman
has killed herself here alleging that she was
sexually exploited by a man who had
promised to marry her but refused to do so
subsequently, police said 
Tuesday.

They said the woman consumed poi-
son outside the man's house on Monday, just
a day before he was set to marry another
woman. She was declared dead by the doc-
tors at a hospital, they said, adding the man
has been arrested on the charges of rape.

Ramraj Police Station House Officer
Satyendra Nagar said the woman had filed
an FIR against the 27-year-old man on

November 20 in which she had claimed the
two were in love for the past seven months.
She had also alleged in the FIR that the man
raped her by promising that he would marry
her, but he refused to honour his words, the
SHO said.

After filing the complaint, the woman
came to know that the man was going to
marry another woman on November 24.

Upon learning this, she went to the
man's Jamalpur village and consumed poi-
son outside his home, police said.

She was rushed to the district hospital
where the doctors declared her dead, the
police said. PTI
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Kohima: Nagaland's COVID-19
tally rose to  10,931 on Tuesday as
75 more people tested positive for
the infection, Health minister S
Pangnyu Phom said. “79 +ve cases
of # COVID-19 detected today.
Kohima - 61, Peren - 9, Dimapur
- 8, Mon - 1. Also, 50 +ve patients
have recovered. Dimapur - 41,
Kohima - 5, Peren - Mokokchung
- 2 each,” the minister tweeted.

Of the total 10,931 COVID-19
cases, 9,291 people have recovered
from the disease, while 1,471 are
active cases, he said.

The COVID-19 recovery rate
in the state is 84.99 per cent on
Tuesday, he said.

The COVID-19 death toll in
the state is 63, of which 55 are con-
firmed to be due to contagion, six
had comorbidities while the cause
of two deaths is yet to be ascer-
tained, said Director of Health
Department, Dr Denis Hangsing
in the daily COVID-19 bulletin.

A total of 106 patients have

migrated to other states, he said.
The district-wise distribution

of confirmed cases - Dimapur
(6,053), Kohima (3,251), Mon
(579), Peren (470), Tuensang
(202), Zunheboto (140),
Mokokchung (120), Phek (44),
Wokha (29), Kiphire (25) and
Longleng (18).

Of the confirmed cases, the
segregated data comprises 4,504
armed forces or security person-
nel, 4,156 traced contacts, 1,758
returnees from other states and
513 frontline workers, he said.

The district-wise active cases
- Dimapur (797), Kohima (431),
Peren (156), Tuensang (46), Mon
(30), Phek (7), Zunheboto (2),
Mokokchung (1) and Kiphire (1).

So far, a total of 1,10,382 sam-
ples have been tested for COVID-
19 in Nagaland, including 67,616
through RT-PCR, 35,691 on
TrueNat and 7,075 on 
Rapid Antigen Test, said Dr
Hangsing. PTI 

Amaravati: Andhra Pradesh report-
ed 1,085 fresh cases of coronavirus on
Tuesday, taking the gross positives so
far to 8,63,843.  In the 24 hours end-
ing 9 am on Tuesday, 1,447 patients
got cured and eight more succumbed
in the state, the latest bulletin 
said.

The state COVID-19 table
showed 8,43,863 total recoveries and
6,956 deaths, with 13,024 active
cases.

Krishna district has been show-
ing a rather upward spiral in daily
cases as it added 224 in 24 hours, the

highest in the state.    It also report-
ed two more COVID-19 deaths.

West Godavari, East Godavari,
Guntur and Chittoor reported less
than 150 new cases each while
Kadapa and Visakhapatnam added
between 50 and 100 each.

Six other districts reported less
than 50 new cases each, with
Anantapuramu adding the lowest ten.
Six districts saw one fresh fatality each
in 24 hours, the bulletin said. After
97.27 lakh sample tests so far, the
overall infection positivity rate in
the state stood at 8.88 per cent. PTI 
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Agartala: Seven days after an indefinite
strike was launched by a forum in protest
against resettlement of 6,000 Brus from
Mizoram in Kanchanpur sub-division of
Tripura, it was “temporarily” called off on
Tuesday following an understanding reached
between the government and the 
agitators.

Local MLA Bhagaban Das, who initiat-
ed the dialogue with the Joint Movement
Committee (JMC) said, talks were held in
two phases on Monday and were fruitful.

“We have demanded Rs 20 lakh com-
pensation for our supporter killed in the
police firing, a government job for his next
of kin as per the qualification, treatment for
those injured in the clash and a financial
package for repair of damaged vehicles and
property in the incident,” JMC convenor
Sushanta Baruah said.

The JMC was given the assurance that
their demands would be taken care of at a
meeting with the elected public representa-
tives and the government officials.

“The discussion concluded that both
sides will have to sacrifice something and the

indefinite strike was withdrawn today”, the
legislator said.

The “temporary” calling off the strike
comes three days after two persons died
when protestors, who had blocked vital NH-
8 locally called “Assam road” that connects
Tripura with outside, clashed with the secu-
rity personnel at Panisagar in the sub-divi-
sion.

The Joint Movement Committee (JMC)
comprising Bengalis and local Mizos had
launched agitation since November 16.

The Bru issue had started in September
1997 following demands of a separate
autonomous district council by carving out
areas of western Mizoram adjoining
Bangladesh and Tripura.

About 30,000 Bru tribals had then
fled Mizoram due to the ethnic tension there
and took shelter in refugee camps in Tripura.

The first attempt to repatriate the Brus
was made in November 2009 by the Centre
along with the governments of Tripura and
Mizoram.

However, the effort had met with lit-
tle success. PTI
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Simultaneous raids on the
residence and nine other

premises of influential Shiv
Sena MLA Pratap Sarnaik and
detention of his son by the
Enforcement Directorate (ED)
sparked a political controver-
sy in Maharashtra on 
Tuesday, as the ruling MVA
partners slammed the BJP for
“misusing’ its official machin-
ery to get at them on the occa-
sion of their government cele-
brating first anniversary in
office.

Within hours after the ED
carried out raids at ten Sarnaik’s
family premises, including son
Vihang Sarnaik’s residence at
Hirandandi Estate, at Thane
and Mumbai, NCP chief
Sharad Pawar joined other
MVA leaders, including
Shiv Sena leader Sanjay Raut

and Maharashtra Congress
president Pratap Thorat in
accusing the BJP of using the
central investigating agencies
for settling its political 
scores.

Accompanied by a huge
posse of Central Reserve Police
Force (CRPF) personnel, the
ED officials carried out search-
es at the residences of Sarnaik’s
son Vihang and Puvesh and
eight other premises belonging
to Sarnaiks. Pratap Sarnaik
was not present when the raids
took place.

After the raids, the ED offi-
cials detained Vihang whom
they took to their office where
they questioned him for more
than six hours, before letting
him off late in the evening.

Firty-six-year-old Pratap
Sanaik is a three-time MLA
from Ovala-Majiwada con-
stituency in Thane, and is the
Chairman of Vihang Group of
Companies with interests in
varied sectors. 

Dubbing the ED raids on
Sarnaiks’ premises as an act of
“political vindictiveness”, Shiv
Sena spokesperson and MP
said: “The raids carried out on
the premises of Sarnaiks were
an act of political vindictive-
ness. If you want to arrest our
people, please go ahead and do.
We are not scared of any one.
If you (BJP) have guts,
please fight against us openly

rather than using the central
investigating agencies our peo-
ple”.     

Without naming the BJP,
Raut said that the party should
forget about its dream of
returning to power in
Maharashtra for the next 25
years “no matter how much
pressure it exerts on us or
spreads terror through agen-
cies”

“This action is definitely a
political vendetta. The ED can
definitely probe and take any
action if it has evidence. But,
the ED or other agencies
should not work as if a branch
of a political party,” Raut 
said

“But, you are out harassing
our people related to the ruling
party and the state government.
These actions will boomerang
on you. And I think that time
is nearing If you have 
begun today, we know how to
end it,” the Sena spokesperson
said.
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The Bombay High Court on
Tuesday granted “interim pro-

tection” to Bollywood actress
Kangana Ranaut and her sister
Rangoli Chandel in a case regis-
tered against them for alleged
sedition, creating “hate” and “com-
munal tension” and other charges,
but directed them to appear before
the Mumbai police on January 8
for questioning.

Hearing a petition filed by
Ranaut and her sister seeking to
quash the FIR filed against her by
the Bandra police on the basis of
an order passed by a Bandra court
directing the police to investigate
a complaint filed against them, a
HC division bench of Justices S.S.
Shinde and M.S. Karnik granted
interim protection to the actress
and her sister from the arrest.

“We are of the prima facie
opinion that interim protection till
the matter is heard at length
deserves to be granted. The police
shall not take any coercive action

including arrest against the appli-
cants (Ranaut and Chandel),” the
HC bench noted.

However, the high court dis-
approved of the act of Kangana and
her sister not to respond to the
summons issued by the Bandra
police for questioning. “Three
summons were issued by the
police and the same need to be
honoured,” the Judges said.

Subsequently, Ranaut and
Chandel’s advocate Rizwan
Siddiquee then assured the court
that Kangana and her sister would
appear before the Bandra police in
Mumbai on January 8 from 12 pm
to 2 p.m. for recording of their
statements. The high court accept-
ed their statement.

Earlier, both Chief Public
Prosecutor Deepak Thakre and the
complainant’s lawyer Merchant
opposed the grant of interim relief
to Kangana and her sister by the
high court in the matter. 

Kangana and her sister
approached the high court through
their lawyer after the Bandra

issued them third summons last
week, asking them on November
and 23 and 24 in connection with
the investigations into an FIR reg-
istered against them for allegedly
creating “hatred” and “communal
tensions” between Hindus and
Muslims.

In addition, Munawwarali
Sahil A Sayyed – on whose com-
plaint a case has been registered
against Kangana and Rangoli—has
also accused the two sisters of
indulging in sedition (section 124
A of IPC).          

In fresh summons issued to
the two sisters on Wednesday
last, the Bandra police asked
Kangana to appear before them on
November 23, while they sum-
moned Rangoli to remain present
at the police station for question-
ing on November 24.

This time around, the Bandra
police also summoned Kangana’s
aide Amruta Dutta for question-
ing in the same case on November
25.

The Bandra police had issued

first summons to Kangana and her
sister Rangoli on October 26 and
27. However, the two sisters had
bought time from the police by
saying that they would not be able
to respond to the summons as they
were busy with their brother’s
wedding.     

Subsequently, the Bandra
police issued fresh summons to
Kangana and Rangoli to appear
before them on November 10 and
11.   Apart from facing the charge
creating “hatred” and “communal
tensions” between Hindus and
Muslims and “sedition”, the two sis-
ters also face the allegation of
attempting to trigger disaffection
among the people against the
Maharashtra government. 

Complainant Sayyed’s was
recorded by the Bandra police last
month.

It may be recalled that on
October 17, the Bandra police had
registered FIR against Kangana
and Rangoli after  Metropolitan
Magistrate Jaidev Ghule of Bandra
12th court ordered investigations

under section  156(3) of CrPC into
a complaint filed against Kangana
and her sister Rangoli Chandel  by
Bollywood casting director and fit-
ness trainer Munawwarali alias
Sahil A. Sayyed.

Sayyed had among other
things alleged that  both Kangana
and Rangoli had tried to create
“hatred” and “communal ten-
sions” between Hindus and
Muslims and that Kangana had
tried to lower the image of
Maharashtra chief minister
Uddhav Thackeray and created
disaffection among the people
against the Maharashtra govern-
ment.

“Perused the complaint, heard
the advocate of the complainant
along with the documents filed on
record. On prima facie perusal of
complaint and submission I have
found a cognizable offence has
been committed by the accused,”
Magistrate Ghule had noted, while
directing the  Bandra  police to reg-
ister an FIR against Kangana and
her sister Rangoli. 

Lucknow: The government
"should not play with lives" of
the people and increase
COVID-19 testing, Samajwadi
Party chief Akhilesh Yadav
said on Tuesday, demanding
that the BJP dispensation in
Uttar Pradesh should promise
"free vaccination".

In a tweet in Hindi, the
former Uttar Pradesh chief
minister also said the BJP gov-
ernment should ensure that the
coronavirus vaccination does
not become "a victim of cor-
ruption".

"The government should
not play with the lives of the
people and increase the testing
of Corona and bring out the
true figures. The BJP govern-
ment in UP should promise
free vaccination in the interest
of the state and immediately get
ready in advance by making a
task force," Yadav said in a
tweet. PTI
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The lacklustre township of
Nagrota, just outside the
unplanned concrete of
Jammu city, was once best-

known for housing the largest
military corps in the world, White
Knights Corps or the XVI Corps,
as also for rehabilitating fleeing
Kashmiri Pandit migrants from the
Valley. The small garrison town
snakes around the lifeline of the
Jammu-Kashmir highway, which
connects the Jammu plains to the
Kashmir valley, bisected by the Pir
Panjal ranges and the minor
Trikuta mountains, which har-
bour the Vaishno Devi shrine in
one of their heights, along with the
Nagrota dwelling, in the foothills.
Another 54 km down the same
road is the Indian Army’s Northern
Command headquarters at
Udhampur.

The conspicuous presence of
the Indian military in this town-
ship, barely 40 km from the near-
est Pakistan border, as also its ser-
vice mandate of overseeing oper-
ations along the “live”, strategic and
frequently contested Line of
Control (LoC) with Pakistan, has
drawn unwarranted attention of
those who seek to create terror and
violence, as per the direction of
their handlers across the LoC.
Four years ago, terror had struck
Nagrota as heavily-armed terror-
ists had sneaked across the border
and fired indiscriminately at the
sentries guarding the resident 116
Medium Regiment. A hostage-like
drama had ensued and by the time
the situation was neutralised, seven
Indian soldiers and three terrorists
were killed. All indications at the
Nagrota site had pointed to the role
of the terror organisation, Jaish-e-
Mohammed, as notes recovered
from the slain terrorists pointed to
the involvement of the so-called
“Afzal Guru Squad.” The said
group had earlier carried out sim-
ilar terror attacks at Pathankot,
Baramulla, Uri and so on. Last year
this group was responsible for a
deadly strike, involving at least 350
kg of explosives at Pulwama, which
had killed 40 Indian security per-
sonnel – this provocation had led
to the reciprocal Balakote airstrike
by the Indian Air Force. Last
week, Jaish-e-Mohammed resur-
faced again when four of its terror-
ists were killed in a fierce encounter
on the Jammu-Srinagar highway,
at Nagrota again.

What is significant is the
irrefutable Pakistan hand in the lat-

est encounter, as the Bhawalpur-
based jihadist group, Jaish-e-
Mohammed, owes its genesis
and sustenance to the Pakistani
establishment or the Inter-
Services Intelligence (ISI). 

At an oversimplified level,
there is also a turf war among
the competing insurgent groups
in the Kashmir Valley, where the
once predominantly local “pro-
independence” groups have
been marginalised and it is
only those with State support
from across the LoC for being
“pro-Pakistan” (or at an even
more extremist level, the pan
Islamic Caliphate-seeking
groups), who have managed to
hold sway. Jaish-e-Mohammed
has the notoriety of having
Masood Azhar as its ideologue
and leader, who has been
declared an international terror-
ist by the United Nations
Security Council. He also infa-
mously and incredulously got
support from China, which
vetoed moves to put him on the
UNSC sanctions committee on
“technical grounds” and even
posited the flimsier excuse of
“lack of evidence.” The realpoli-
tik of Pakistan and China in
supporting Jaish-e-Mohammed
aside, which brooks no moral-
ity or consistency in internation-
al affairs (hence the perennial
struggle for Pakistan in avoid-
ing getting “blacklisted” by the
international watchdog agency,
FATF, for sponsoring terror), the
outfit is banned by UN and
almost all Western and even
Islamic countries like UAE.
Owing to global pressure,
Pakistan was forced into the
sham of banning the same
though the group kept renam-
ing itself as Tehrik-ul-Furqan,

then Khuddam ul-Islam, then
Al-Rehmat Trust and, so on and
so forth. Amid all pressures,
Masood Azhar remained loyal
to the Pakistan “Deep State” and
it paid him back by allowing a
free run to his group’s operations
and machinations in Kashmir.
Temporary “protective custody”
enforced on Azhar from 
time to time has impressed no
one, and his ability to sustain his
operational capabilities in
Jammu & Kashmir points to the
continued handiwork of the
Pakistani establishment, solely
and wholly.

The latest Nagrota incident
reeks of the scale, sophistication
and brazenness of Pakistani
complicity. The sheer cache of
arms from the terrorists (11 AK-
47, three pistols, 29 grenades, six
UBGLs, mobile devices and so
on) and the subsequent
unearthing of a 150-metre long
tunnel in the nearby Samba area
for the facilitation of the cross-
border movement, is impossible
without State support. The con-
struction of this tunnel has all
the hallmarks of engineering
complexities (at least 25-30
metres deep and almost 2.5
metress wide) and facilitation,
which could not have been
arranged without the acquies-
cence and material support
from the nearby Pakistani posts
of Rajab Sahid and Asif Sahib.
The presence of the protective
Sarkanada (elephant grass) on
the Pakistani side of the tunnel
to hide the literal spade work is
self-explanatory. To suggest
ignorance or naivete in over-
looking the efforts and time to
construct such a sized tunnel
and arrange for the disposal of
the dug-out soil without its

discovery by the Pakistani patrol
and posts, is unthinkable.
Rightfully, an indignant New
Delhi summoned the Pakistan
charge d’affaires with incrimi-
nating evidence towards a
“major attack to destabilise the
peace and security.” This was
expectedly denied by the
Pakistani Foreign Office, as it
has done for decades even
though it has earned interna-
tional ignominy as the “nursery”
for global terror.

Importantly, India has
dialled up the charges against
Pakistan, with the Prime
Minister himself tweeting about
the incident. This escalation is
timely as neighbouring
Afghanistan is imploding with
terror unleashed by the
Pakistan-supported Taliban and
the situation is expected to
worsen. Pakistan should be dis-
allowed the window of transi-
tion between the changing US
administrations to further its
nefarious designs, especially as
Donald Trump has given it the
long rope in order to fulfil his
personal commitment of troops
withdrawal from Afghanistan.
Nailing Pakistan with “naming
and shaming” is the key to
ensure that the global pressure
does not wane. Connecting the
dots between Jaish-e-
Mohammed and the Nagrota
encounter is crucial to deny
Islamabad the convenient pos-
tulation of Nagrota as a local
expression of animus. Pakistan
has been and continues to be the
singular source of armed terror
in Kashmir – Nagrota has
proved this yet again.

(The writer, a military veter-
an, is a former Lt Governor of
Andaman & Nicobar Islands)
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Sir — People must follow
COVID-19 safeguards or else
this pandemic will destroy many
lives and the economy of the
nation, too. Governments all
over the country will have to get
very strict with people endanger-
ing others by not following
Coronavirus protocols. For
instance, the Delhi Government
is penalising those who are not
wearing masks in public places
even as a third COVID-19 wave
spreads through the State. The
Madhya Pradesh Government,
too, has launched the “Roko, Toko
(stop, and check)” campaign to
admonish and penalise those
people who refuse to wear masks
in public places. Over �1.34
crore has been collected in
Madhya Pradesh’s Jabalpur dis-
trict alone due to the  fines
slapped on people violating
COVID-19 protocols under this
campaign. 

Many other States, too, have
been mulling imposing restric-
tions on citizens in order to break
the COVID-19 infection chain.
Till we don’t get the vaccine, peo-
ple will have to mask up and
observe social distancing and
hygiene protocols. But the sad
reality is that people are not tak-

ing this seriously and thus the
infection is spreading like wild-
fire through  parties, wedding
functions, market places and
public gatherings. This is high-
ly irresponsible and selfish on
their part as they are not only
endangering their own lives but
that of others, too. For this they

need to be penalised. All other
States, who have not imposed
such rules as yet, must learn from
Delhi and Madhya Pradesh’s
example and crack down on
delinquents so that they can’t
harm others.   

Amit Singh Kushwaha
Satna
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Sir — The visuals of the nation-
al Capital covered in smog are a
testament to the dangerous lev-
els of pollution in North India.
It is worrying that people are hav-
ing to bear the brunt of the
COVID-19 pandemic and the

dangerously high levels of pollu-
tion, the latter adding to the
number of deaths in the country
each year. 

Apart from the meteorolog-
ical and geographical factors, we
only have ourselves to blame for
this sorry state of affairs. Burning
of waste and bonfires, bursting of
firecrackers despite restrictions,
emissions from vehicles, con-
struction dust, polluting indus-
tries, coal-fired power plants, bio-
mass burning and cooking fires
have quickly deteriorated the air
quality to hazardous levels.  

Research has proven that the
Coronavirus and toxic air are
closely connected and both affect
the respiratory system. 

Health experts confirm that
there is a direct correlation
between the rise in air pollution
and more and more people
becoming susceptible to
COVID-19 and falling sick as the
pollutants carry the virus and
allow it to stay for a longer dura-
tion of time. We are in the end
paying for our own mistakes and
blatant violation of anti-pollution
norms.

Ranjeet Singh
Noida
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Disciplinary action against over a dozen Vice-
Chancellors (V-Cs) of Central Universities
(CUs) over the last few years has been a cause

of consternation. However, the polarised politics of
universities views this from diametrically opposite
prisms. While a larger segment hails it as much-need-
ed spring cleaning, some consider it a pernicious
design to whittle down institutional autonomy and
academic freedom. The overall spectacle is worri-
some and needs to be seen in the correct perspec-
tive, albeit in a detached manner. 

The office of the V-C is an exalted one, and  the
academia views him as a friend, philosopher, guide
and the high priest of the temple of higher learn-
ing. The constituting Act and the statutes, Ordinances
and regulations of every university vest the V-C with
certain powers and autonomy so that s/he executes
her/his office efficiently and faithfully. The auton-
omy of the V-C is not a shield against accountabil-
ity. In a democratic set-up, all individuals, no mat-
ter how high an office they hold, are accountable.
In fact, higher the station, greater is the public scruti-
ny.   

The Constitution of India guarantees equality
before the law and equal protection of the laws. It
is unsparingly unexceptional as the President of
India, too, can be impeached by the Parliament for
violation of the Constitution. All public functionar-
ies and public bodies are ultimately accountable to
the legislature through the Minister-in-Charge.

The Indian higher education system, which is
the second-largest in the world, comprises 54 Central
Universities, 411 State  Universities, 123 deemed uni-
versities and 282 private universities. The V-C is the
chief executive and the administrative head of the
university. A great responsibility, therefore, lies with
the V-Cs in terms of the implementation of the
national higher education policy, institutional
reforms, nurturing the spirit of enquiry and
research, building an ecosystem of innovation and
adoption of international best practices of good gov-
ernance. 

According to the University Grants
Commission’s (UGC’s) handbook, “the V-C has to
evolve as the leader of a symphony orchestra” with
the attributes of developing teams and teamwork.
S/he also has to build partnerships and collabora-
tions delicately interwoven with collegiality, friend-
ship and intellectual engagement. This goes hand in
hand with devising a deliverable action strategy,
ensuring accountability of the self and various gov-
erning bodies of the university and steering an insti-
tutional monitoring and evaluation mechanism on
the university’s performance, built on transparen-
cy. An ideal V-C is a great visionary, a true leader
able to procure willing cooperation of the teachers,
a constant source of inspiration to the students, an
ace administrator who is able to maintain a con-
ducive educational ecosystem, and is well-acquaint-
ed with the latest developments so as to bring glob-
al visibility to the university. 

Plus, s/he must have the highest level of com-
petence and her/his integrity must be beyond
reproach. Like Caesar’s wife, the V-C must be above
suspicion. S/he must execute her/his office faithful-
ly and diligently and ensure that the provisions of
the constituting Act, statutes, ordinances and reg-
ulations are fully observed.  S/he must make vari-
ous appointments as per procedure, delegate pow-
ers for day-to-day work to the officers of the uni-
versity and audit their performance and exercise all
administrative, disciplinary and financial powers as
defined in the statutes and ordinances. 

In fact, the catalogue of duties of the V-C is vast
and varied, which adds a certain aura of reverential

mystique to the office. S/he represents the
vibrant face of the university, engages in
constructive stable policy dialogue with the
Government, other universities, research
funders and academia. It’s for these rea-
sons that the V-Cs are selected by the
Visitor (the President in case of Central
varsities and the Governor in case of State
Universities) from the panel recommend-
ed by the search committee. This commit-
tee comprises three to five members who
are persons of eminence in the sphere of
higher education and the choice of the V-
C is based on rigorous screening of the
academic attainments and administrative
experience of the people on the panel.

Interestingly,  the V-Cs, who faced the
axe, were appointees of the same
Government. A critical scrutiny of the dis-
ciplinary proceedings initiated against the
V-Cs broadly falls into four categories:
Allegations of financial irregularity;  alle-
gations of dereliction of duty and defiance;
wrongful appropriation of funds and
academic fraud.

The Visitor does not initiate discipli-
nary proceedings against a V-C suo motu,
but on the aid and advice of the Ministry
of Education or the concerned adminis-
trative Ministry. This is because Central
universities relating to maritime, agricul-
ture, aviation, sports education, and so on,
fall outside the domain of the Education
Ministry. The trigger point for initiating
disciplinary action is provided by the
media, complaints by legislators, stu-
dents and teachers and in some cases, the
Chancellors themselves have demanded
enquiries against the V-Cs. So, the Visitor
is duty-bound to refer the complaints to
the administrative Ministry for ascertain-
ing facts and considered advice with
respect to the corrective action required
to be taken. 

Some glaring examples of acts of
omission and commission deserve men-
tion. President Pranab Mukherjee

approved the sacking of the V-C of Visva
Bharati university, Sushanta Duttagupta,
for alleged irregularities in appointments
and flagrant violation of financial rules.
The V-C of Pondicherry University,
Chandra Krishnamurthy, was removed for
alleged academic fraud (that is claiming
to have written three books though an
enquiry allegedly revealed authorship of
only one). The V-C of Mahatma Gandhi
Central University, Arvind Agrawal,
allegedly resigned when governments
sought his comments on the allegations
of fudging vital information in his C-V. 

Similarly, amid a spate of questions in
Parliament and public complaints about
financial and academic irregularities, the
V-C of Allahabad University, RL Hangloo,
allegedly resigned before the Union
Government could initiate punitive pro-
ceedings. The V-Cs of HN Bahuguna
Garhwal University, JL Kaul, and Manipur
University, AP Pandey, were sacked for
alleged financial irregularities and long
absence from duty. The V-C of Tripura
University, V Dharurkar, resigned when
a sting operation showed him receiving
alleged bribe. 

In cases where the V-Cs appropriat-
ed funds for purposes other than the
approved budget heads, the enquiries were
closed as there was no personal pecuniary
gain or enrichment. The cases of Dinesh
Singh, V-C, Delhi University and Talat
Ahmad of  Jamia Millia Islamia fall in this
category, both of whom were known for
their competence and integrity. The V-C
of Jamia Hamdard, Seyed Ehtesham
Hasnain, a deemed to be university (self-
financed but partly funded by the UGC),
has been suspended by the Chancellor fol-
lowing the decision of the UGC to set up
a fact-finding committee to probe allega-
tions.

The Centre has no say in the appoint-
ment or removal of the V-C of a deemed
university. In a recent case, the Tamil Nadu

Government ordered an inquiry against
Anna University V-C, MK Surappa, fol-
lowing complaints of alleged financial
irregularities and malpractices in semes-
ter examinations and re-evaluation, even
though the DMK has demanded his
sacking.

The burning question is whether
stringent disciplinary action against the V-
Cs impinges upon the autonomy and aca-
demic freedom of the universities, which
are emulated as role models and occupy
a place of pride in the academia global-
ly? Will these penal actions  impact, dilute
or undermine the autonomy and freedom
of the institutions of higher learning?
Autonomy and academic freedom are cru-
cial to the well-being and smooth func-
tioning of universities and key to attain-
ing excellence in a globally-competitive
environment. 

The National Education Policy, 2020,
lays great focus on the autonomy of insti-
tutions of higher learning, making every
college in course of time an autonomous,
degree-granting college and making India
a global hub of education. It is, therefore,
the right time to ponder and look to the
future as autonomy is not a goal to be pur-
sued in itself, but a fundamental pre-req-
uisite for universities to be able to devel-
op strategic profiles, operate in a compet-
itive environment, deliver on their very
important societal duties in an ecosystem
of transparency and accountability. 

The veneer of autonomy cannot con-
ceal or camouflage acts of omission and
commission. A zero-tolerance approach
towards corruption demands that the
Government be swift and surgical to weed
out corruption or unethical practices. The
import of the oft quoted statements
“minimum Government and maximum
governance” and “light but tight regula-
tions” is loud and clear.

(The writer is former Additional
Secretary, Lok Sabha and an author)
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The recently-concluded G20
summit was the 15th meeting
of the grouping. It was expect-

ed to be held in Riyadh, Saudi Arabia
but due to the Coronavirus pandem-
ic, it was conducted virtually. On this
year’s agenda was the socio-econom-
ic and environmental impact of
tourism and how both, tourists as
well as local communities, stand to
benefit from tourism as a bridge
between different societies.

However, the spotlight was on a
side event, titled “Safeguarding the
Planet: The Circular Carbon
Economy Approach”, that was

addressed by Prime Minister
Narendra Modi. The event gar-
nered appropriate attention as the
environment is increasingly being
seen to be on the back foot, especial-
ly as battered economies open up
after a pandemic-induced lock-
down.

Addressing the meeting, Modi
assured the grouping that India, as
a signatory to the Paris Agreement,
was effectively meeting its targets on
climate change. One of the ways it
was doing so was by popularising
LED lights that have become instru-
mental in saving 38 million tonnes
of carbon dioxide each year.
Similarly, the Ujjwala Scheme pro-
vides clean cooking energy to 80 mil-
lion households across the country,
making it one of the largest green
energy drives. Modi highlighted
India’s  plans to achieve its 175 GW
clean energy target by 2022 and its
ambition to be in a position to
achieve 450 GW of clean energy by
2030. Though these are commend-
able efforts towards negating the

adverse effects of climate change, the
question we need to ask ourselves is,
are they enough?

Recently, the Prime Minister of
the UK, Boris Johnson, unveiled a
“10-point plan” to tackle global
warming. The most notable point
was the plan to ban the sale of new
petrol and diesel vehicles from 2030
onwards. In fact, plug-in hybrid
vehicles, too, will face the axe after
2035. This unprecedented step
towards cleaner transportation has
captured the world’s imagination,
thanks to the scale of the proposed
initiatives to address the problem of
climate change. 

While curbing air pollution,
the step would ensure unprece-
dented demand for electric vehicles
(EVs), too. The EV segment in the
UK has already been stimulated by
the allocation of 1.3 billion pounds
to bolster the charging infrastructure
throughout the nation. This is fur-
ther complemented by a funding of
582 million pounds to aid in EV
manufacturing and an additional

500 million pounds funding to help
the auto industry conduct research
and development on EV batteries.

This policy of the UK to put the
“environment first” in the post-
pandemic economic scenario is
silencing critics, who regularly
hauled up the lacklustre environ-
mental commitments of Great
Britain. With this one proposed step
of deleting fossil fuel guzzlers from
its roads, Britain would make a huge
difference in its carbon emission
numbers and alternatively put its EV
usage, which is currently stuck at 10
per cent, on a fast track. 

To its credit, the UK has shown
that in order to make an impact, the
fight needs to be taken to where it
matters. In this case, other secondary
sources of pollution have been
bypassed and vehicular pollution has
been met head-on. 

There is a lesson for India here.
Incremental successes in the fight
against climate change and pollution
are akin to winning smaller battles
while losing the larger war to pro-

tect the environment. India, too,
needs to come out and identify the
largest polluters boldly without the
concerns of a backlash. 

In a nation where 51 per cent of
air pollution is caused by industries,
our claim to fame cannot be the
progress we made in reducing the
smoke from the cooking stoves of
our villages or transitioning to a bet-
ter bulb. The Government has to
have the political will to come out
with stringent measures to curb
industrial pollution. 

If anybody can achieve this, it is
the Modi Government because it has
the mandate of the people and is not
dependent on any coalition partners
to hammer through difficult deci-
sions if it wants. And its increasing
clout in both Houses of Parliament
will also make it easier for it to make
the changes on the ground if it wants
to win the war against pollution and
negate the effects of global warming.   

The Centre has to be cognisant
of the fact that 21 out of the 30 most
polluted cities of the world are in

India and millions of people daily
breathe in air that is 10 times more
polluted than the norms specified by
the World Health Organisation.
This daily trial by pollution takes a
toll on the health of citizens, with
nearly two million Indians dying a
premature death every year due to
pollution-related complications. The
reach or the lack of it of the
Government’s authority and effica-
cy of its rules can be gauged by the
fact that crop residue burning con-
tinues defiantly in Delhi-NCR in
spite of the best efforts of the Delhi
Government, the Centre and the
judiciary. 

One of the major reasons for
Western nations succeeding in mat-
ters pertaining to common good is
their higher levels of awareness
regarding societal and common
good. In India it is more like “each
man to himself.” This attitude puts
common assets such as environmen-
tal concerns firmly in the back seat.
The Government, under pressure to
show progress on pressing environ-

mental issues, clutches at nominal
achievements and leaves bigger
problems for another day. India
must fight the bigger battles first.
Industrial pollution is one of them
and in the post-pandemic era, where
every nation is re-scripting its eco-
nomic journey based on a “green
industrial revolution”, India must not
be left behind. 

In order to make a successful
transition from polluting industrial
infrastructure to a green one, India
will have to take bold measures such
as cutting down on coal consump-
tion for generating power, rapidly
increasing the infrastructure to
include clean energy in our daily
lives such as EV technologies and, of
course, ensuring that polluting
industries are shown the door. 

Green industrial revolution can
usher in the next phase of econom-
ic growth for India. The more we
delay clean industries, the more we
deny ourselves this growth.

(The writer is an environmental
journalist)
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Singapore: A Bangladeshi man, who was
plotting attacks against Hindus in his own
country and planning to fight in Kashmir, has
been arrested by Singapore's security agen-
cies which investigated the suspicious activ-
ities of 37 people as part of the heightened
security measures in the city-state following
recent terror strikes in Europe, the govern-
ment said on Tuesday.

In a statement, the Ministry of Home
Affairs said that counter-terrorism investi-
gations into the suspicious activities of 37
people in Singapore have been carried out
after most of them posted on social media,
inciting violence or stoking community
unrest in the aftermath of the terror attacks
in France.

Of the 37 people, 14 are Singaporeans
and 23 foreigners, mostly Bangladeshis, it
said.

“The 14 Singaporeans comprise 10
males and four females, and are aged
between 19 and 62 years old. Most of them
had, in response to the recent terror attacks

in France, made social media postings
which incited violence or stoked communal
unrest,” the ministry said.

As for the 23 foreigners, 16 of them,
including 15 Bangladeshis and one Malaysian
have been repatriated, it said. Seven foreigners
are still under investigation, it added.One
Bangladeshi man under investigation –
identified as 26-year-old Ahmed Faysal - has
been arrested under the Internal Security Act
(ISA) following investigations into “terror-
ism-related activities”, the ministry said.

He even bought foldable knives, which
he claimed he would use for attacks against
Hindus in Bangladesh, it said, adding that he
was also willing to travel to Kashmir to fight
against “perceived enemies of Islam”.

Preliminary investigations by the Internal
Security Department (ISD) showed that
Faysal was radicalised and harboured the
intention to “undertake armed violence in
support of his religion”, the Channel News
Asia reported, citing the statement issued by
the Ministry of Home Affairs (MHA). PTI

Beirut: Clashes between Kurdish
fighters and Turkey-backed oppo-
sition gunmen in northern Syria
left at least 11 fighters dead in some
of the most intense fighting in
weeks between the two sides, an
opposition war monitor and a
Kurdish spokesman said on
Tuesday.

Exchange of fire and shelling
between the Kurdish-led Syrian
Democratic Forces and Turkey-
backed opposition gunmen who
identify as the Syrian National
Army have not been uncommon
since Turkish troops invaded parts
of northern Syria in October of last
year.

The Monday night clashes
near the town of Ein Issa were trig-
gered by an attack by Turkey-
backed gunmen on SDF positions,
according to the Britain-based
Syrian Observatory for Human

Rights, an opposition war monitor.
The Observatory said Turkey-
backed fighters lost 11 gunmen in
the battle and an unknown num-
ber of SDF fighters were also
killed or wounded.

An SDF spokesman who goes
by the name of Mervan Qamishlo
confirmed the clashes, saying that
the group's fighters were repelling
a Turkey-backed attack. He did not
comment on how many SDF gun-
men were killed. A spokesman for
the Turkey-backed fighters did not
respond to requests for comment.

Turkey says Kurdish fighters in
Syria are linked to the Kurdistan
Workers Party, or PKK, that has led
a decades-long insurgency in
Turkey's mainly Kurdish southeast
region and is considered a terror-
ist organization by Turkey, the
United States and the European
Union. AP
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Washington: US President
Donald Trump has finally
given a go-ahead to begin the
transition process for presi-
dent-elect Joe Biden after the
state of Michigan certified the
Democratic leader's victory in
the November 3 presidential
election, paving the way for a
smooth handover of power
after weeks of delay.

President Trump, a
Republican, however, did not
formally concede the election
to Biden, saying he would
“continue to fight and will pre-
vail.”

He has launched a slew of
lawsuits in key states, but has
not provided any evidence to
back his claims of electoral
fraud. Many of the lawsuits
have been dismissed by courts.

On Monday, the
Administrator of the General
Services Administration (GSA)
Emily Murphy informed Biden
in a letter that the Trump

administration is ready to
begin the formal transition
process.

The letter from Murphy, a
Trump appointee, is the first
step the administration has
taken to acknowledge President
Trump's defeat, more than two
weeks after Biden was declared
the winner.

Taking to Twitter after
Murphy wrote to Biden, Trump
said that he has asked to begin
the transition process in the
best interest of the 
country.

“...Fight, and I believe we
will prevail! Nevertheless, in the
best interest of our Country, I
am recommending that Emily
and her team do what needs to
be done with regard to initial
protocols, and have told my
team to do the same.

“What does GSA being
allowed to preliminarily work
with the Dems have to do
with continuing to pursue our

various cases on what will go
down as the most corrupt elec-
tion in American political his-
tory? We are moving full speed
ahead. Will never 
concede to fake ballots &
“Dominion,” Trump said in a
series of tweets.

In her letter, Murphy said
she took the decision “inde-
pendently” and based on the
law.

“Please know that I came
to my decision independently,
based on the law and available
facts. I was never directly or
indirectly pressured by any
Executive Branch official --
including those who work at
the White House or GSA --
with regard to the substance or
timing of my decision. To be
clear, I did not receive any
direction to delay my determi-
nation,” Murphy said in her let-
ter as reported by multiple
news outlets.

Murphy said she was mak-

ing USD 6.3 million in funds
available to the president-elect
for the transition process.
Biden is set to be sworn in as
the 46th US President on
January 20, 2021.

Murphy had come under
a lot of criticism after she
refused to give the president-
elect access to the federal
resources required for the tran-
sition. Lawmakers from both
the Democratic and
Republican party had slammed
her for this.

“GSA does not dictate the
outcome of legal disputes and
recounts, nor does it determine
whether such proceedings are
reasonable or justified,”
Murphy wrote in her letter.

“These are issues that the
Constitution, federal laws, and
state laws leave to the election
certification process and deci-
sions by courts of competent
jurisdiction. I do not think that
an agency charged with

improving federal procure-
ment and property manage-
ment should place itself above
the constitutionally-based elec-
tion process. I strongly urge
Congress to consider amend-
ments to the Act,” Murphy
said.

Later, Trump put out two
more tweets in which he
thanked Murphy for her ser-
vices.

“I want to thank Emily
Murphy at GSA for her stead-
fast dedication and loyalty to
our Country. She has been
harassed, threatened, and
abused – and I do not want to
see this happen to her, her fam-
ily, or employees of GSA. Our
case STRONGLY continues,
we will keep up the good fight,
and I believe we will prevail!”
Trump tweeted.

On Monday, the Michigan
State Board of Canvassers for-
mally granted Biden the state's
16 electoral votes.  PTI

Washington: US President-elect Joe Biden is planning to nom-
inate former Federal Reserve Chair Janet Yallen as his
Treasury Secretary to lead his economic response to the rag-
ing coronavirus pandemic, which has wreaked havoc on the
world''s biggest economy and led millions of Americans to lose
their jobs.

A formal announcement on 74-year-old Yellen would be
made soon, according to The Wall Street Journal and The
Washington Post. The Treasury Secretary is fifth in the pres-
idential line of succession.

If confirmed by the Senate, Yellen would be the first woman
to hold the job. Currently at the Brookings Institute think-tank,
she was Federal Reserve Chair from 2014 to 2018 and was Chair
of the White House Council of Economic Advisors from 1997
to 1999. “Ms Yellen, who was the first woman to lead the Fed,
would become the first person to have headed the Treasury,
the central bank and the White House Council of Economic
Advisers,” The Wall Street Journal said.

The Biden-Harris administration, however, did not com-
ment on the potential announcements.

“The President-elect looks forward to announcing some
members of his economic team early next week who will work
with him to build the economy back better,” said Jen Psaki, an
advisor to the transition.

“Her nomination would be one of the early signs that shows
Biden plans to lean on experienced Washington veterans to lead
the government next year,” The Washington Post reported.PTI

Berlin: German Foreign
Minister Heiko Maas said
Tuesday he hopes a reset of US-
European relations under the
Biden administration can end
years in which Europe was
mainly concerned with “dam-
age control.” 

Maas' counterpart from
Portugal, which will have taken
over the European Union pres-
idency when Joe Biden is inau-
gurated, said Europe wants to
be treated as a “full and equal
partner” rather than an enemy
of the US.

Biden's victory over
President Donald Trump has
been greeted with relief in
Europe, where differences with
the outgoing administration

ranged from trade tensions to
defense spending, relations
with China and how to handle
Iran's nuclear program.

Biden has made clear that
he wants to “repair” the trans-
Atlantic relationship, “and that
is urgently necessary,” Maas
said at a panel event in Berlin.

Recent years, he said, were
an exercise in “damage control”
on international diplomacy
and issues such as climate
change. “Enough of that —
with this, we are not doing jus-
tice to the challenges we face at
present.” 

“The result, because the
West wasn't working together
any more, was that in many
issues a vacuum arose that

was used by China or Russia,”
Maas said. 

But he cautioned that the
Europeans “will have to get out
of our seats” to grasp new
opportunities, and offer to do
more themselves in their
immediate neighborhood as
part of what he has termed a “
new deal “ with the US
Germany holds the EU's rotat-
ing presidency until the end of
December, when it will hand
over to Portugal.

Portuguese Foreign
Minister Augusto Santos Silva
called for new talks with the US
on trade relations. And he
noted that a major objection to
the Trump administration's
approach was its language. AP

Beijing/Wenchang: China on Tuesday successfully
launched its maiden unmanned spacecraft to collect sam-
ples from the lunar surface and return to earth, which space
scientists here say is the Chinese space programme's most
complex operation ever.

It is China's first attempt to retrieve materials from an
extra-terrestrial body which is expected to last more than
20 days.

The Chang'e-5 lunar probe was successfully launched
from the Wenchang Spacecraft Launch Site in the south-
ern island province of Hainan, state-run CGTN report-
ed. The spacecraft was launched by a Long March-5 rock-
et at 4.30 am Beijing Time.

Chang'e-5 is one of the most complicated and chal-
lenging missions in China's aerospace history, as well as
the world's first moon-sample mission in more than 40
years. The US sent astronauts to the moon to collect sam-
ples. In the Soviet Union's unmanned lunar sampling mis-
sions, the spacecraft took off from the moon and returned
to Earth directly.

The mission faces new technical challenges and
much could go wrong, Chinese space scientists said. PTI

Manila: Philippine officials say
about 60 million Filipinos are
being targeted for vaccination
against the coronavirus next
year at a cost of more than 73
billion pesos (USD 1.4 billion)
to develop considerable immu-
nity among a majority of
Filipinos.

Carlito Galvez Jr., who
oversees government efforts
to secure the vaccines, said late
Monday that negotiations were
underway with four Western
and Chinese pharmaceutical
companies, including U.S.-
based Pfizer Inc. And China's
Sinovac Biotech Ltd., to secure
the vaccines early next year.
One company based in the
U.K., AstraZeneca, can commit
to supply up to 20 million vac-
cines, he said. AP
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London: Just in time for holiday trav-
ellers, England is cutting the two-week
quarantine facing people arriving
from regions not on Britain's coron-
avirus safe list, reducing it to as little
as five days if they test negative for
Covid-19.

The change to the quarantine
rules, which was announced Tuesday
and takes effect on December 15, has
been long-awaited by the travel indus-
try, one of the worst-hit sectors dur-
ing the pandemic. The change will
bring the rules governing quarantines
in England more in line with other
European countries, including
Germany. 

Under the new rules, passengers
can reduce the 14-day quarantine peri-
od by paying for a test from a private
firm on or after Day 5 of their arrival
at a potential cost of around 100
pounds ($133). AP
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The Government on Tuesday
approved seven projects to

create infrastructure for agro-
processing clusters with an
estimated cost of �235 crore.

Food Processing
Industries Minister Narendra
Singh Tomar chaired 

the Inter-Ministerial
Approval Committee (IMAC)
meeting through video con-
ference to consider the pro-
posals received under the
Scheme for Creation of
Infrastructure for Agro-
Processing Cluster (APC) of
Pradhan Mantri Kisan
Sampada Yojana (PMKSY).

The promoters of projects
also participated through video
conference.

“IMAC approved 7 pro-
posals with total project cost of
�234.68 crores including
grants-in-aid of �60.87 crores
in the states/UTs of Meghalaya,

Gujarat, Madhya Pradesh,
Karnataka, Maharashtra.

“These projects will lever-
age private investment of
�173.81 crores and are expect-
ed to generate employment
for 7,750 persons,” an official
statement said.

The scheme for creation of
infrastructure for Agro-
Processing Cluster (APC) has
been approved on May 3, 2017,
under the Pradhan Mantri
Kisan Sampada Yojana to
incentivize setting up of agro
processing clusters in the coun-
try.

This scheme aims at devel-
opment of modern infrastruc-
ture to encourage entrepre-
neurs to set up food processing
units based on cluster
approach.

These clusters will help in
reducing the wastage of the sur-
plus produce and add value to
the horticultural / agricultural
produce, the statement said.
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Alphabet Inc’s Google has
paid Rs 33,737 crore for a

7.73 per cent stake in Reliance
Industries Ltd’s (RIL) digital
subsidiary, Jio Platforms Ltd,
joining the list of global
investors such as Facebook, bil-
lionaire Mukesh Ambani’s firm
said. The transaction also
marks the US technology
giant’s biggest-ever investment
in an Indian company.

With this, Jio Platforms has
raised a total of Rs 1.52 lakh
crore by selling nearly 33 per
cent stake to 13 financial and
strategic investors in just 11
weeks. This has helped RIL
erase its net debt much ahead
of the March 2021 target.

“After receipt of all requi-
site approvals, Jio Platforms, a
subsidiary of the company,
received the subscription
amount of Rs 33,737 crore
from Google International LLC

(a wholly owned subsidiary of
Google LLC),” RIL said in a
stock exchange filing. Jio
Platforms has allotted equity
shares to Google International
LLC following which Google
International LLC holds 7.73
per cent of the fully diluted
equity share capital of Jio
Platforms Limited, it said.

Google and Jio Platforms
will also collaborate to develop

“an entry-level 
affordable smartphone

with optimisations to the
Android operating 

system and the Play Store”,
the two companies had said in
July.

Jio Platforms houses
India’s youngest but largest
telecom service provider Jio
with more than 400 million
users. 

Mumbai:India’s score on pro-
tection of minority investors
compiled by the World Bank as
part of the Ease of Doing
Business rankings has slipped
recently and there is a need for
stakeholders to improve on
this aspect, a senior finance
ministry official said on
Tuesday. Brokers need to look
beyond the short-term benefits
and look at long-term strategies
focused on attracting, retaining
and motivating investors in
the capital markets, which are
very important tool for nation
building, Additional Secretary
Anand Mohan Bajaj said.

The comments come at a
time when there have been
some defaults by brokerages in

which small investors have
been impacted.

India’s ranking on pro-
tecting minority investors
slipped from 7th last year to
13th in World Bank’s Doing
Business 2020 report.
“Protection of minority
investors, we (India) are ranked
reasonably high. But recently,
India’s ranking has slipped on
this count although the overall
score remains unchanged,”
Bajaj said at a conference
organised by BBF India. “We
need to rededicate ourselves to
leverage tech, fintech, other
kinds of dissemination of infor-
mation to rededicate for the
protection of minority investors
and retail investors,” he added.
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State Bank of India (SBI) on
Tuesday said it has raised Rs

2,500 crore from bonds to
fund business growth. 

The committee of directors
for capital raising at its meet-
ing held on Tuesday accorded
approval to allot 25,000 Basel-
lll compliant non-convertible,
taxable, perpetual, subordinat-
ed, unsecured, fully paid-up
debt instruments in the nature
of debentures qualifying as AT
1 capital of the bank to the sub-
scribers, it said in a regulatory
filing. 

The bonds of face value of
Rs 10 lakh each, at par, bearing
a coupon of 7.73 per cent per
annum payable annually with
call option after five years and
on anniversary dates there-
after, aggregates to Rs, 2,500
crore, it said. 

Under call option, the
bond issuer can call back the
bonds before the maturity date
by paying back the principal
amount to investors.  The
Basel-III capital regulations
are globally accepted banking
norms under which banks need
to improve and strengthen
their capital planning process-
es. 
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Indian equity indices con-
quered new peaks on

Tuesday, with the Nifty closing
above the 13,000-level for the
first time, as banking, FMCG
and auto stocks saw heavy
buying amid optimism over
Covid-19 vaccine progress and
unabated foreign capital
inflows.

A strengthening rupee
further boosted investor con-
fidence, traders said. After
scaling a lifetime intra-day
high of 44,601.63, the 30-share
BSE Sensex ended 445.87
points or 1.01 per cent higher
at a record 44,523.02.

Similarly, the broader NSE
Nifty climbed 128.70 points or
1 per cent to close at 13,055.15.

Axis Bank was the top
gainer in the Sensex pack,
spurting 4.02 per cent, fol-
lowed by M&M, HDFC Bank,
ITC, SBI, ICICI Bank, Maruti,
Kotak Bank and Sun Pharma.

On the other hand, HDFC,
Titan, Nestle India, Bharti
Airtel, ONGC and Infosys were
among the main laggards,
shedding up to 1.47 per cent. 

Global markets maintained
their upward trajectory as
investors wagered on swift roll-
out of COVID-19 vaccines fol-

lowing encouraging trials data
from at least three companies. 

“Market is inching higher
with more confidence that
COVID-19 vaccine will be
available in India soon. It can
provide an advantage to India
compared to the rest of the
world.
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The Government has decid-
ed not to seek additional

performance security on
abnormally low bids received
on government contracts to
provide relief to contractors
already facing liquidity issues in
the wake of the ongoing pan-
demic.

The finance ministry has
asked all government min-
istries and departments not to
ask for additional security
deposit or bank guarantees in
cases of low bids unless there
is a compelling reason to do so.

Even in such cases, per-
formance guarantee deposit
should be taken only after
approval from higher authori-
ty and properly assigning rea-
sons, the ministry said in a
recent circular on the issue.

Under the Atmanirbhar
Bharat Abhiyan 3.0 announced
earlier this month the govern-
ment has relaxed regulations on
earnest money deposit (EMD)
and performance security on

government tenders and
reduced performance security
on contracts to 3 per cent
from a level 5-10 per cent now
to boost construction and
infrastructure development.

The relaxation from high-
er performance security on
lower bids now will help con-
tractors facing acute financial
crunch on account of slow-
down in economy due to the
pandemic and prevent delays in
execution of projects.

The industry had earlier
represented that higher guar-
antee being sought on low bids
may affect the ability of con-
tractors to bid in tenders and
hence reduce competition.

The finance ministry has
noted that there is no provision
of higher security deposit/
bank guarantee in general
financial rule for procurement
by government departments.
So, it had said that no provision
should be made unless
approved by higher authorities.

The ministry has said that
its instruction will be applica-

ble for all kinds of procure-
ments viz. Goods, Consultancy,
Works, non-consulting
Services etc.As per the Manual
for Procurement of Goods
2017 issued by the expenditure
Department, an Abnormally
Low Bid is one in which the bid
price, in combination with
other elements of the Bid,
appears so low that it raises
material concerns as for the
capability of the bidder to per-
form the contract at the offered
price.Procuring Entity in such
cases seek written clarifica-
tions from the bidder, inc-
tuding detailed price analyses
of its bid price in relation to
scope, schedule, allocation of
risks and responsibilities, and
any other requirements of the
bids document. If, after evalu-
ating the price analyses,
Procuring Entity determines
that the bidder has substantially
failed to demonstrate its capa-
bility to deliver the contract at
the offered price, the Procuring
Entity may reject the bid/ pro-
posal.
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Uttar Pradesh chief minister
Adityanath has asked the

rural development and pan-
chayati raj departments to go
ahead with the training of
58,000 women banking corre-
spondent (BC) Sakhis before
they begin their job.The state
government has completed the
first-of-its-kind technology dri-
ven process for selecting 58,000
women for as many posts of
banking correspondent Sakhis.
A total of 58,000 gram pan-
chayats in the state will have a
BC Sakhi each.

“Once the BC Sakhis begin
working, it will help a lot of the

villagers in their banking relat-
ed needs. BC Sakhis will func-
tion from their village’s pan-
chayat bhavan,a¿ the chief min-
ister said in a statement.

Additional chief secretary,
rural development and pan-
chayati raj department, Manoj
Kumar Singh, said that the
Indian Institute of Banking
and Finance (IIBF)a% will now
train these BC Sakhis before
they begin working.

The state government had
received 2.17 lakh applications
for the induction of 58,000 BC
Sakhis.The mobile app-based
recruitment process was under-
taken amid the Covid-19 pan-
demic in a state-wide exercise.

����� ��������	

Callers will soon be required
to add ‘0’ prefix for mak-

ing calls from landlines to
mobile phones in the country,
with the telecom department
asking telcos to make necessary
arrangements by January 1 to
implement the new system.

The department has
accepted sectoral regulator
Trai’s recommendation for hav-
ing the ‘0’ prefix for such calls,
a move that will create suffi-
cient numbering space for tele-
com services.

The Department of
Telecom (DoT) in a circular on
`modification of dialling pat-
tern from fixed line numbers to
cellular mobile numbers’ said
in order to ensure adequate
numbering resources for fixed
line and mobile services, Trai’s
recommendations dated May
29, 2020 have been accepted by
the Department.

“Following may be imple-
mented...Fixed-to-mobile calls
shall be dialled with prefix ‘0’.
Suitable announcement may be
fed in the fixed line switches to
apprise the fixed line sub-
scribers about the requirement

of dialling the prefix ‘0’ for all
fixed-to-mobile calls,” DoT
said in a circular dated
November 20.

This announcement
should be played whenever a
subscriber dials a fixed-to-
mobile call without prefixing
‘0’, it said.

“All the fixed line sub-
scribers should be provided
with ̀ 0’ dialling facility, that is,
STD dialling facility,” said the
circular posted on DoT’s web-
site.

DoT said that time till
January 1 is allowed to all the
telecom service providers to
implement this new system.

“Compliance of the same
may be intimated,” DoT said. It
is pertinent to mention here
that the Telecom Regulatory
Authority of India (Trai) in
May this year had recom-
mended  dialling prefix ‘0’ for
a call from fixed line number
to mobile number. 

The regulator had, how-
ever, stated that the introduc-
tion of a dialling prefix for a
particular type of call is not
akin to increasing the number
of digits in the telephone num-
ber. 
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The rupee appreciated by
10 paise to close at a

three-week high of 74.01
against the US dollar on
Tuesday on sustained foreign
fund inflows and positive
development over coron-
avirus vaccine.

Traders said investor risk
sentiment improved amid
growing hopes of an early
rollout and efficacy of
COVID-19 vaccines, helping
the local unit to extend gains
for a third straight session. 
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On the 110th birth anniversary
of Lala Lakshmipat

Singhania, chief architect of JK
Organisation, JK Lakshmipat
University, Jaipur today organised
a virtual celebration to mark
Founder’s Day. The event also
coincided with the university’s
Eighth Convocation, which felic-
itated students of the graduating
batch of 2020 for PhD, MTech,
BTech, MBA, BBA, BCom and
PGDAR. 

Sanjiv Mehta, Chairman, and
Managing Director, Hindustan
Unilever Limited, graced the dual

celebrations as the Chief Guest.
Led by the Honourable

Chancellor Shri Bharat Hari
Singhania and Vice-Chancellor
Dr RL Raina, the programme was
attended by dignitaries including
the Pro Chancel lor Dr
RP.Singhania, Pro Vice-Chancellor
Asheesh Gupta, Member of Board
of Management HP Singhania,
other members of the board of
management and academic coun-
cil.

After lighting the ceremonial
lamp and garlanding the bust of
the Founder, Chancellor, Bharat
Hari Singhania extended a warm
welcome to all present and

expressed his delight for being a
part of Lala Lakshmipat
Singhania’s vision. 

In his inspirational address he
said: “We, in the JK Group, since
long, have believed in meritocra-
cy, which has been made the
bedrock of JKLU. In all your
areas, be it learning, teaching,
training, research or consultancy,
try to create a mark for yourself.
Do not settle for mediocracy but
qualify on the yardsticks of mer-
itocracy. This will not only help
you to develop yourself as a world
class citizen but will also give you
a high level of satisfaction in
your pursuit of excellence.”
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The MBBS, also known as
Bachelor of Medicine and

Bachelor of Surgery, has been
one of the prestigious cours-
es among medical students
across the globe since gener-
ations. 

But as Haryana
Government colleges, Kerala
and Karnataka private colleges
seek a hike in fees which is
affecting the counselling
process as well. During this
Covid-19 situation fees hike
has become a challenge for

many. MBBS fees in medical
colleges in Haryana is raised
from �56,000 to �80,000 plus
the bond fees. 

Commenting on the fee
hike Gaurav Tyagi, Founder
— Career Expert said: “The
coronavirus pandemic already
had a devastating impact on
the lives of the people. The
government should look into
this matter. As already due to
this pandemic, there has been
a delay in counselling, admis-
sions and semesters. This fee
hike can be the hurdle for
many brilliant students.”

Astrong, modern, sustainable
and well-functioning infra-
structure is the pillar of any

country’s socio-economic growth.
Currently, India is witnessing a boom
in the infrastructure sector - a sector
that holds the key to a speedy recov-
ery, post COVID-19. New and ongo-
ing infrastructure projects in the sec-
tors of road development, trans-
portation, power and urban devel-
opment will create positive social and
economic multiplier effects, by cre-
ating jobs opportunities, elevating
rural and urban income profiles,
thereby boosting consumption expen-
ditures, and bring the country back on
a high growth trajectory.  The sector
is poised for exponential growth in the
years to come, and thus will also
demand skilled labour in the identi-
fied sectors.

Aspirants desirous of developing
a career in infrastructure development
and related industries must remain
focused on the following seven skills: 

Basic Technical Skills: Technical
skills in the areas of engineering (civil,
mechanical and electrical) will help
students understand the ground
details of projects and create innov-
ative solutions, aligned with industry
expectations and recent develop-

ments in the sector.
Contract Management: Given

the multi-stakeholder nature of infra-
structure projects, a single infra-
structure project can have multiple
contracts in force. A skilled infra-
structure professional must possess
the acumen to identify potential con-
tractual defaults ahead of time, and
recommend/prepare the most cost-
effective mitigation strategy. Thus,
creating water tight contracts and sub-
sequently managing the contracts
must come naturally to contract pro-
fessionals.

Project Management:
Infrastructure projects span across
several years and are usually multi-
stakeholder projects, including gov-
ernment, private investors and impact
local citizenry. Thus, effective project

management skills are essential, such
that time delays, resulting cost over-
runs and resulting risks can be man-
aged, to minimise social and eco-
nomic costs. 

Financial Structuring: Due to the
large scale of investments coupled
with paucity of funds with the gov-
ernment, Public-Private-Partnership
(PPP) based projects are likely to con-
tinue to be at the front and centre of
Infra projects. Within PPP projects,
new and innovative financing mod-
ules are emerging such as the Hybrid
Annuity Model (HAM) in road pro-
jects, amongst others. Thus, students
need to stay abreast of financial inno-
vations in the sector.

Risk Management: With large
infrastructure projects, come higher
risks. Risks such as construction

risks, operational risks, change in force
majeure, change in law, and other
environmental risks need effective
planning, mitigation and monitoring.

Communication Skills: The abil-
ity to concisely yet transparently
communicate their requirements and
ideas is another most significant skill
that students must learn. Good com-
munication skills ensure that no
detail is lost in comprehension.
However, when we talk about com-
munication, it not only includes
prowess in airing your own ideas but
also the patience to listen to what the
client or other members of the team
have to say.

Critical and Design Thinking:
Much like every other sector, the
infrastructure sector also demands
critical and out of the box design
thinking. An infrastructure profes-
sional must possess the ability to apply
quick, effective, and innovative solu-
tions to new and complicated prob-
lems.

With these skills, the aspirant is
well equipped to solve and manage
large infrastructure projects that are
ever changing in their scope of work.

 �����������
������������7�!�&��
�
���	���
�����	����	��	��4��	�)�
�����

���������	��

Engineering has been the
favorite branch for the stu-
dents since ages. It has been
able to maintain the novelty

factor even in the age of IT and tech-
nology. Engineering has amalga-
mated itself with the latest develop-
ments, and it is the development
itself; the inflow of students to this
field has been increasing incessant-
ly and attests to the never-fading pop-
ularity of this branch of study. The
common perception is that ‘once you
complete Engineering', there is no
dearth of job options for you’, and to
an extent it holds true. The need for
a well-qualified and talented engineer
is required in every sphere of life.

Irrespective of the field of exper-
tise one chooses, selecting a good &
stable career after graduation may be
a quiet puzzle full for a maximum of
them. It is mandatory to go with
proper planning and strategy. Those
who are comfortable to work with
advanced technologies including
VLSI, Blockchain, AI, Robotic,
Ethical Hacking, Digital Marketing,
Protocol Testing, Data Science,
Website Designing & Promotion are
required in most of the companies.

Presently, the startup industry is

setting the latest trend in the com-
petitive market, and one can start the
work with two to three people only.
The best thing is that the
Government is also supporting such
an initiative with complete instruc-
tions and mentorship. The
Government is also supporting by
giving financial support in terms of
the loan and other benefits. After
observing the growth and success
ration of various entrepreneurs, the
young and dynamic generation also
decides to start their venture; this
needs a lot of calmness and self-
restraint. This option is one of the
finest choices for those who are
having creative concepts and are
willing to invest in their business; this
allows an individual the freedom to
express their ideas.

If a student is thinking about a
stable career option after graduation,
then studying management has
turned out to be of great help, which
not only provides a good but a
handsome CTC also. To enter this
domain, one will have to pursue a
Masters in Business Administration,
which is one of the favourable cours-
es. After completing an MBA, one
can get managerial roles in different

companies. Management is one of the
best career options after engineering
in India. Pursuing an MBA after
engineering has been in trend since
the mid-1990s, and it is still taken up
by people who are fascinated by the
management part of organisations.

Engineers do serve the cause of
the nation by contributing to the
development of infrastructure and
technology. A well-qualified Engineer
is sought after by the top multina-
tional companies as well as Indian
giants. Serving the nation can some-
times attain a whole new altitude, and
Engineers are known to do well in the
Civil Services exam to serve the
country in policymaking. It is one of
the best options; however, prepara-
tion for at least one year is recom-
mended. Millions of students appear
for this examination each year, and
only a few of them crack it. If a stu-
dent can attain good rank, then he or
she can get the distinguished post of
IAS, IPS, or IFS, as well. Engineers
also have the option to join armed
forces.

Those interested in academics
can choose to go for higher studies.
They can prepare for the Graduate
Aptitude Test in Engineering

(GATE); this test shows the overall
know-how of an engineering gradu-
ate, and after qualifying, one can join
prestigious engineering colleges (IITs
and NITs) for MTech. If a student is
not willing to clear GATE then he or
she can also prepare for Joint
Admission Test (JAM) and can enter
academics and research.

So, if you are fascinated by ever-
evolving structural designs, IT devel-
opments, and space, then engineer-
ing will help you realise the dream of
joining an elite class that is bringing
about the much-needed changes to
the world making it a better place to
live.

The career options are many; the
need is to assess your capabilities and
take an informed decision. The grad-
uates should never shy away from
taking advice from the experts or the
experienced people around them.
With numerous changes happening
in the world, the job market is
vibrant, and pay packages have also
become better. Initially, the focus of
the graduate should be to gain expe-
rience without concentrating hard on
the remunerations.
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The glamour of the fashion
industry is such that it

attracts many youth to pursue a
career in this field. If we talk
about career options in the field
of fashion, then most of the
youth see their career as a fash-
ion designer or fashion mer-
chandiser. But with time, the
fashion field has become highly
competitive. Now, there are many
career options for youth in the
fashion industry, one of them is
Fashion Forecasting. If you love
to stay updated with the latest
fashion trends and have a vision
for style, then fashion forecasting
is definitely a better career option
for you!

Fashion Forecasting is the
global prediction of upcoming
trends in the fashion world. It is
the process of analysing and mak-
ing predictions of the future
trends on the basis of past and
present data. It basically predicts
the mood, behavior and buying
habits of the consumer on the
basis of color, fabrics, textures,
accessories, graphics, and foot
wear.

You simply can’t guess what’s
going to be popular. Nothing is
fixed here. This field requires a lot
of knowledge and a large amount
of research work. All the equations
of fashion change overnight. The

cut and color change according to
the season, but now it seems that
the style and material etc. also
change before coming into the
trend, so the challenges of this
work are also unique. 

Difference between Fashion
Forecasting and Fashion
Designing: Fashion forecaster is
the sequel of fashion designing. In
fashion designing, the designer is
responsible for turning an idea
into a design. He creates specific
look of garments that include its
shape, colour, fabric, trimmings,
and other essential aspects. The
role of fashion forecaster is to
identify which silhouettes colours,
textures, fabrics, graphics, prints,
footwear and accessories will be
the upcoming trends on the run-
way.

It’s not enough just to be cre-
ative to make a career in the field

of fashion forecasting. But it is also
very important to be aware of the
technology used in this field. For
example, in the case of designing
apparel, you should have knowl-
edge of fabric weaving techniques,
fabric mixing techniques, dyeing
techniques, stitching techniques
etc. Similarly, knowledge of vari-
ous technologies is also vital for
footware designing, accessory
designing and jewellery designing.

The fashion industry has been
focusing solely on profitability and
quality for the last thirty years.
The fashion companies are pro-
moting their brand by hiring
young designers and organising
fashion shows to add a modern
touch. In such a situation, the
youth will have a lot of work
opportunities in the emerging
field of Fashion Forecasting.
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The Cambridge Assessment English
(part of the University of Cambridge)

has signed an MoU with Chrysalis, a
learning transformation organisation in
India. 

Chrysalis, through this partnership
will offer an English language learning
and assessment program for all their part-
ner schools, with the assessment powered
by Cambridge English. As part of the pro-
gram students can take an online assess-
ment that has a baseline and end of year
test in two important skills of English lan-
guage — Listening and Reading and will
receive a detailed personalised assessment
report. The report will highlight areas of

improvement in sub-skills of listening and
reading for every student. As part of this
programme, teachers also get a compre-
hensive and individual view of their stu-
dents' performance, support to interpret
the reports and device ways to improve
the English language skills of students.
The program will initially be available
online.

T K Arunachalam, Regional Director
— South Asia, Cambridge Assessment
English said: “Cambridge has been keen-
ly focussing on India-centric solutions for
the last few years and as part of this
endeavour we have partnered with
Chrysalis  who have been successfully
providing transformational learning 
in schools.”

��&������.	���
��
��	
���3���������!
��


5����  ��
��)������(����

/��)������� �*���
/����������

�(�*���
���������)�
/������� 

(�����(��� 
��)�� ���
�������)�
��*�����

��(�**�������
*����

(����))�(��'�
*���0�����
������0�

�����!���#�������#����<

�

A total of 7135 students of
2019–20 graduating batch

of Kalinga Institute of
Industrial Technology (KIIT)
Deemed to be University,
Bhubaneswar received their
degrees at its 16th Annual
Convocation, held in virtual
mode, on November 21, 2020.
Students received degrees vir-
tually from the Chief Guest 

Professor Muhammad
Yunus, Founder, Grameen
Bank & Nobel Peace Laureate,
Bangladesh in the presence of
His Holiness Gurudev Sri Sri
Ravi Shankar, Spiritual Leader
& Founder, Art of Living and
other dignitaries.

The university conferred
Honoris Causa Degrees of D
Litt upon His Holiness
Gurudev Sri Sri Ravi Shankar
and SK Chaudhary, Chairman
& MD, IRCON International
Ltd and Honoris Causa Degree
of DSc on Dr Mrutyunjay
Mohapatra, Director General of
Meteorology, India
Meteorological Department,
Govt of India.

“You are entering a new
phase of life. Education is a
long and difficult journey but
it makes you capable to trans-
form the world”, Professor
Muhammad Yunus told the
graduating students in his con-
vocation address.

Introducing Prof Yunus,
who was awarded Nobel Peace
Prize in 2006 for his social
innovation of microcredit, to
the students, Prof Achyuta
Samanta, Founder, KIIT &
KISS said that he has imagined
and is relentlessly working for
A World of Three Zeroes — zero
poverty, zero unemployment

and zero net carbon emis-
sions. He expressed his grati-
tude to His Holiness Gurudev
Sri Sri Ravi Shankar, Dr
Mrutyunjay Mohapatra and S.
K Chaudhary for accepting
Honoris Causa degrees from
KIIT Deemed to be University.

“The pandemic has dam-
aged the lives and livelihoods
of millions of people across the
world. With 50% of the world
struggling to make a living, it
has revealed weaknesses in our
system. It is an opportunity to
redesign a world, which will be
more just, more equal and
more resilient”, the Nobel
Laureate stated. Our present
system suffers from an extreme
polarisation of wealth with 99
per cent of wealth concentrat-
ed in the hands of 1 per cent
population and global warming
that is threatening our very
existence. “

With your learning and
imagination, it is possible to
redesign a new world”, he told
the graduates, while urging
them to explore entrepreneur-
ship as an option.

In his address, chief
speakerSri Sri Ravi Shankar
stated: “The purpose of edu-
cation is to build a strong per-
sonality that is equipped to
convert new challenges into
opportunities and broadmind-
edness and humility to contin-
ue learning forever.” 

He underscored the impor-
tance of inner strength, perse-
verance, patience and creativ-
ity for achieving success. He
was awarded Honoris Causa D
Litt for “his great contributions
to the field of spiritualism and
world peace”. 

	��%�7%3�(?%�12���%�
2(%)#�12�%:7%��(�%���%)%3�( +

��+11#�V����4)%�17�(1 
�2�%��+��#*��(1 �'�.�4%��

7*AA)%�21��'� .5�
�	&	��=	>�<��%))��.1*��1@

17�( +�21��'� �+%'% �
7�1+��''%���2�%�
% +( %%�( +�(����
)*3���(?%��1)*�(1 

&�%�2���(1 �2(%)#�(��%?1)?( +�2���5�	��122%���'*)�(7)%�3�1(3%���1 %�12���%'�(��2���(1 
21�%3���( +5��,�,$���=�9	9�&����%))��.1*�@����(����!%���1�% �%����(��@1�)#



The higher education land-
scape has been transform-
ing due to the present mar-

ket dynamics. There is no doubt
in accepting the fact that the
COVID-19 pandemic has
tremendously increased the
dependency on technology and
digital media due to social dis-
tancing and travel restrictions.

Since digitisation and tech-
nology have become the fore run-
ners of the economy, it is imper-
ative to understand how they are
reshaping the trends in the high-
er education landscape. After
the outbreak of the ongoing pan-
demic, trends such as digital
marketing, data sciences, artifi-
cial intelligence, machine learn-
ing, and MBAs in digital social
media management are taking
over the other conventional dis-
ciplines. 

In today’s business scenario,
leaders lay more emphasis on sta-
tistical numbers and predictive
analysis to make informed deci-
sions. Thus, it makes data sci-
ences one of the most powerful
arenas to provide value to a
company to a large extend.
According to a recent report,
close to 97,000 positions in the
field of new-age technology
remained vacant due to lack of

talent. The surge in demand for
data science professionals capti-
vates the mind of students in tak-
ing up programmes that can
advance their careers from the
present job outlook. 

With the exponential growth
in data sciences and new age
technologies, there is a wide-
spread adoption of IoT that is
recognised as a significant
growth factor in shaping the
digital economy. The IoT is lead-
ing at many fronts that many stu-
dents and professionals are iden-
tifying programs for upskilling
and take up challenging roles
from a career perspective.Though
IoT is not a new term, it is
already anticipated that the black
swan event of coronavirus spread
makes it a pandemic proof solu-
tion that every sector is now
adopting.

In India, it is anticipated
that Digital Social Media, Data
Science, and IoT are churning the
education landscape. This has
resulted in demand for compre-
hensive and advanced programs
such as alternative MBAs that
help the learners acquire strong
skillset and make a promising
career ahead.

During the present uncer-
tainties and the guidelines of

New Education Policy ( NEP),
students enrolling for MBAs and
B-Schools are now sceptical about
the institutions’ commitments to
provide placement assistance.

On the other hand, B-schools
have cut their trimester and
course duration to manage the
completion of the curriculum
online. That means there is a
reduction in knowledge that could
not be beneficial for students in
the long-run. 

Today, every business sector
is remodelling its operations and
services as per the changing con-
sumer perceptions and behaviour.
To deal with the present market
dynamics, companies are prefer-
ring to hire candidates based on
knowledge and exposure than
qualification. They are looking for
"profession ready " students.

This has encouraged alterna-
tive MBAs to replace traditional
MBA degree programmes as stu-
dents no longer find it useful to
stick to such courses just for the
sake of obtaining degrees.
Additionally, the young working
professionals seeking to hone
their skills to acquire a better or
new job role in their organisation
are also considering alternative
MBAs along with their job to
update and educate themselves

with specialisation in digital social
media, data science and IoT. 

Moreover, the recent formu-
lation of NEP emphasizes the fact
that degree programs are just the
duration extension of diploma
and certificate programmes. As
per the newly proposed NEP,
Under the four-year programme
students can exit after one year
with a certificate, after two years
with a diploma, and after three
years with a bachelor's degree.
Also under NEP, the AICTE and
the UGC have been merged and
further guidelines are still await-
ed. 

This could make the present
MBA/PGP redundant in coming
years and adding more uncer-
tainties to the career of students
with such qualifications.

Thus, alternative MBAs have
become a lucrative option with
tremendous scope in areas like
digital media, data science, and
IoT. Also such MBAs are more
NEP compliant.

Though it is still on a nascent
stage, a few institutions are com-
ing forward with such programs
that are focusing on providing
industrial exposure to students
and still preparing them for dig-
ital age employment.
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Entrepreneurship is the journey
towards self-realisation. People
tend to make mistakes in their

first few attempts, and those with a firm
resolve learn from them to triumph.
There are some touchstones of success
which must be complied if one wish-
es to succeed. It is pertinent to research
about your prospective competitors;
assess the legal aspects of the segment;
gauge personal and business finance
along with a realistic assessment of the
risk involved. The mightiest of the
swordsmen didn’t forge their swords,
and hence, one must also be open to
hiring help whenever required. Further,
timing is another relevant factor. 

Every founder must consider the
below mentioned six steps to achieve
ever-increasing growth acceleration: 

Nature of business: We have all
heard the famous proverb ‘Jack of all
trades, master of none’. A businessman
who tries to provide multiple services
will fail as clients always repose trust
with experts. Other than that the law
of the land also requires one to state the
nature of business. 

Clarity in concept: The recipe of
success is simplicity. One must not
over-complicate the concept because it
would become difficult to implement
a complex idea. Finding investments for
simple concepts is easy in comparison
to complex concepts as their mar-
ketability is higher.

Focus on market: One may have
a brilliant product idea, but it is perti-
nent to focus on the market trend.
Ignoring the demands of the market
can lead to huge disappointments; the
product must be tailor-made to suit the
requirements of the buyers. 

Experimentation and improve-
ments: Product/service launch is of
great significance, and one must not
leave any stone unturned to ensure their
success. It has been an industry prac-
tice to launch alpha and beta prototypes
before the actual launch. Organisations
do this to seek feedback and modify
their offerings accordingly. 

Government compliance: Many
start-ups have been caught in the net
of legal violations for their ignorance
of government compliance. It is nec-
essary to fulfil all the Government com-

pliance requirements to march on the
road to success. Many a time, the com-
pliance requirements help the start-ups
in fine-tuning their services and prod-
ucts. 

Don’t hire friends: One should
always avoid hiring friends and relatives
due to the various complexities that
may occur with the intertwining of rela-
tions. The friend may take undue
advantage. In any such case, it is the
business that suffers. Hiring profes-
sionals is the key to success! produc-
tivity would increase if the employer-
employee relationship is intact.     

The term business is often read as
busy-ness. Everyone who wishes to
become an entrepreneur must be will-
ing to step out of comfort zone. Those
attracted towards entrepreneurship
due to the perks attached must remem-
ber that there are no free lunches. An
entrepreneur has to work with caution
to become successful.

Entrepreneurship is a rewarding
process. It creates employment and
strengthens the economy through rev-
enue generation. One must strive to tra-
verse the entrepreneurial path for
nothing is more satisfying than work-
ing on what you call your own.
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The Lakehead University
invites applications for
UG entrance scholar-

ships for the academic year
2021-2022. These opportu-
nities are available to the top
international students.

Eligibility : Non-
Canadian citizens who are
entering Lakehead University
from a recognized high school
curriculum or who are trans-
ferring from an international
college or university. Entrance
Requirement: Applicants must
have a previous degree.

English language
requirement: All interna-
tional applicants for whom
English is not the native
tongue must provide proof of
competence in the English
language.

How to apply: How to
Apply: firstly, students have to
take admission in the under-
graduate degree coursework at
the university. After being
enrolled, you will be auto-
matically considered for the
grant.

Application deadline: It
is open.

Applications are invited
by Waikato Pathways College
International High Achiever
Progression Bursary. The
bursary aims to encourage
talented international stu-
dents enrolling in a full-time

undergraduate degree
coursework at the University

of Waikato.
Eligibility: Candidates

from all over the world are eli-
gible for this application.
Undergraduate degree in any
subject offered by the univer-
sity. To be eligible, the appli-
cants must meet all the fol-
lowing criteria:

Students who achieved a
grade average over their first
60 points (Accelerated
Foundation Studies or
Certificate of University
Preparation) or 120 points
(Standard Foundation Studies,
International Diploma
(Business) or International
Diploma (Science)).

Candidates must remain
enrolled full-time for the
whole year of tenure (that is,
the first year of enrolment in
the UG degree).

Applicants must submit a
CV, academic certificates, and
transcripts with their applica-
tions. Admission require-
ments: For taking admission,
candidates are required to
meet the entry requirements
of the university. Language
requirement: Where appli-
cants are non-native speakers
of English, acceptable evi-
dence of the English language
is required.

How to apply : Take
admission in the UG, candi-
dates will be automatically
considered for this bursary.

Application deadline:
The last date to apply for this
is January 31, 2021.

�
:7� #( +��33%����1���*#.
�4�1�#�21��	 #(� ���*#% ���

�B4��%#��	B#�(?% �%#*3�B

�(1 �31 �*)�� 3.�7)��21�'�21�
( �%� ��(1 �)���*#(%����#?1.����
 1@��%��(���211��( ��%@

P%�)� #5�&�%
#(+(��)���*#.
�4�1�#�7)��21�'
�  1* 3%#�(��
7��� %���(7�@(��
=(3�1�(��
 (?%��(�.

12��%))( +�1 ���%@
P%�)� #5����7%����%�Q9

�1�)#�,� !( +��"�����%

 (?%��(�.��1)#��""��#�71�(�(1 
�'1 +���%��1�)#L��&17����

 (?%��(�(%�5

�(�����(��%:7� �(1 ����*B
#% ���3� � 1@��77).��1��17�* (B
?%��(�(%��( ���%�
���	�%)� #�

9����� �#���� #��%@�P%�)� #
���1*+����%��	B#�(?% ���*#.
�4�1�#�7)��21�'5

&�%��#?1.������)�1�%���4B
)(��%#�2�%����(%B*7��@(����%?%��)
* (?%��(�(%��( ���%�
��( �"�"�5
91'%�12���%�%�( 3)*#%

 (?%��(�.�12�������
 (?%��(�.�12
��@��
 (?%��(�.�12
�1)?%���'7�1 ��91)% �

 (?%��(�.�12�91*���'7�1 ��� #
�1 #1 ��%��171)(�� �
 (?%��(�.5
;1))1@( +���%�%� %@�7��� %�B
��(7�����%�%����1��)�12��"��
�

* (?%��(�(%�� 1@�7�%�% ��1 ���%
�#?1.�7)��21�'5

97%�!( +�1 ���%�#%?%)17B
'% ���9�#(J�������������#?1.
��(#U�M*��%:7� �(1 �( �1��%@
P%�)� #�� #�7��� %���(7��@(��
�%?%��)��% 1@ %#�* (?%��(�(%��( 
��%�
��@())��%)7��#?1.�7% %B
����%�2*���%��( �1���%�( �%� �B
�(1 �)���*#% ��'��!%��� #
% �4)%���%'��1�'�!%�4%��%��� #
'1�%�( 21�'%#�#%3(�(1 �5���
�#?1.��1*���('�(���1�* #%���� #
��%�+�1@( +� %%#��12���%�%���*B
#% �����7(�( +��1���*#.��4�1�#5
&��1*+��1*���	B#�(?% �#(+(��)
7)��21�'��@%�%'71@%����%�%
% ��*�(���(3�4* 3��12���*#% ��
4.�31  %3�( +���%'�@(���%#*3�B
�(1 �7�1?(#%����))��3�1�����%
@1�)#��1�+%���#?(3%�( �2( #( +
��%�* (?%��(�(%��12���%(��3�1(3%5N

�#?1.�(����#(+(��)�7)��21�'
�����*�%�����(2(3(�)�( �%))(+% 3%
� #�'�3�( %�)%�� ( +��1��('7)(B
2.���%��77)(3��(1 �7�13%���4.
�))1@( +���*#% ����1��77).��1
'*)�(7)%�* (?%��(�(%��( ��%?%��)
31* ��(%���3�1�����%�@1�)#��( 
1 %�7)�3%5�	 ��##(�(1 ��1���%
�77)(3��(1 �7�13%������%��	B#�(B
?% �#(+(��)�7)��21�'��)�1��#?(�%�
��*#% ���1 ��331''1#��(1 �
'%#(3�)�( �*�� 3%��� #����(?�)
���* (?%��(�.5�

��	���������

9�*#% ���3� � 1@��77).��1��17�* (?%��(�(%��( 
��%�
���	�%)� #��
9���� �#��� #��%@�P%�)� #
���1*+���	B#�(?% ���*#.��4�1�#�7)��21�'

5 �������'�
�#5����'�
.�(�*���
 �(����'��

�/���������
���*������

�(�/����������
 ������0��� 

*����+�����
�(���(�+����

��4>�5 �����(�
/��0��**��
����*����"%-

(�*/ ����

$1����=	�B���
��% #��)(!%�#(+(��)
'��!%�( +��#���

�3(% 3%����	�
'�3�( %�)%�� ( +�

� #������( 
#(+(��)��13(�)

'%#(�
'� �+%'% ����%
��!( +�1?%����%

1��%��31 ?% �(1 �)
#(�3(7)( %�����.�
���$���/��

�����������	��	��	



������������������ ������� ���!"#�!$!$

����� 9<���<

Star Australia batsman Steve Smith
reckons Rohit Sharma and Virat
Kohli’s absence will leave a “big

hole” in the Indian team but the vis-
itors have a lot of talented players who
can put their hands up in pressure sit-
uations.

Rohit, who is nursing a hamstring
injury, is out of white ball series and
is still doubtful starter for Test match-
es while skipper Kohli will be on pater-
nity leave after the first Day/Night Test
in Adelaide.

“Look, Rohit is obviously a
tremendous white-ball player, he has
proven that for a number of years now
at the top of the order, so obviously it
leaves a bit of hole,”Smith said during
a virtual press conference facilitated by
Sony Network.

“But I guess the beauty with the
Indian team is there are so many bat-
ters coming through, that are of high
quality.”

Smith spoke about Mayank
Agarwal and KL Rahul, who were on
fire during the IPL.

“You can look at someone like
Mayank Agarwal in the IPL, just
smashed, KL Rahul in the top order
as well. There are plenty of options
there for them so, look you leave a hole
no doubt, but quality players there to
back him up,” Smith explained.

He feels that it's the same for Kohli
in Test matches.

“The same (like Rohit) I think
with Virat and the Test squad. You
know there are a number of players
who can come in and do a good job.

“Virat is of obviously of high qual-
ity, and we know how good he has
been in all forms for a long period of
times, so it is certainly going to leave
a hole but I still do believe that they
have got some quality batters waiting
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in the wings to fill that void.”
During last India Test series

in Australia, Smith was banned
for ball tampering and missed
out on challenging one of his
favourite opposition.

Will it make him hungrier?
“I don't know if it makes me

hungrier. I am always pretty
hungry to go out and perform
and do well. I guess it was tough
watching from the sidelines and
particularly with the team not
doing as well,” he said.

He admitted that it was dif-
ficult to see Tim Paine's boys
lose the series 1-2.

“Obviously they wouldn't
have liked losing that series. That
was difficult to watch, that was
hard but certainly look forward
to this series, two of the top
teams in the word going out, two
quality pace and batting -line
ups and makes for an interesting
and exciting summer.”

Sledging according to Smith
is over-rated in India versus
Australia contests especially after
all players converge during IPL
and no one wants an awkward
situation.

"People talk so much about
sledging and stuff but really
there is very little that happens
in our days. I think that's prob-
ably a lot to do with things like
IPL," he said.

"You know IPL brings play-
ers from all around the world
together, so for instance if you
get stuck in to someone one day,
you might be playing with them
a few weeks or few months later.

". . . .And then, it 's a bit
awaked sort of conversation, so
honestly, it does not happen
too much in our days." 
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India’s star opener Rohit
Sharma and pacer Ishant

Sharma will miss the first
two Tests against Australia
and are also doubtful for the
remaining two after it was
conveyed to the BCCI that the
duo will require close to a
month to be match fit.

The two, who are under-
going rehabilitation at the
National Cricket Academy in
Bengaluru, are already out of
contention for the limited-
overs leg of the series, which
begins with the ODIs on
Friday.

They were kept in the
Test squad for the series start-
ing on December 17 but
tough quarantine rules have
made their availability uncer-
tain.

“The NCA has given a
report that both Rohit and
Ishant will take at least anoth-
er 3 to 4 weeks to get match
fit,” a Board source told PTI
on Tuesday.

Rohit, while talking to
PTI last week, had stated that
his hamstring injury is fine
now and he is only working
on strength and conditioning
to be battle-ready at the NCA.

Ishant, on the other hand,
is recovering from a side
strain.

“Even if they travel now
they will have 'hard quaran-
tine' since they will travel by
commercial flight. Hard quar-
antine means not being able to
train during the 14 days like
the whole team,” the source
said.

“So, now if only Cricket
Australia can convince the
government and allow them
to train during quarantine,” he
added.

The Indian team, which
landed here after the IPL ear-
lier this month on a chartered
flight, was allowed to train in
quarantine as Australia battled
a fresh wave of COVID-19
cases.

National coach Ravi
Shastri had on Sunday stated
that the two cricketers’
chances of playing the Test
series hinge on whether they
are able to board a flight to
Australia within this week.

“If you need to play in the
Test series or any red-ball
cricket, you’ve got to be on the
flight in the next three or four
days. If you aren’t, then it’s
going to be tough,” he had
said.
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