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For the first time in the last
one-and-half months, the

number of active coronavirus
cases in India has dropped
below the 8-lakh mark.
However, reviewing the pan-
demic situation in the country
on Saturday, Prime Minister
Narendra Modi cautioned
against any complacency even
as experts have warned that the
onset of winters and the forth-
coming festivals could lead to
a spurt in the cases as has hap-
pened in Kerala after Onam.

With 70,816 patients
recovering in the last 24 hours,
India’s tally of active cases
dropped to 7.95 lakh. Though
India continues to report the
highest number of new cases in
the world, the daily surge has
come down from over 90,000
fresh daily cases in mid-
September to about 70,000
since the past week.

Decline in cases in
Maharashtra has contributed in
the overall decrease, even as the
sharp surge in daily Covid-19
cases in Kerala, Karnataka,
Rajasthan, Chhattisgarh and
West Bengal has worried the
Central Government, which
has rushed high-level teams of
experts to help control the
pandemic there.

Chairing the meeting to
review the Covid-19 pandem-
ic situation and the prepared-
ness of vaccine delivery, distri-
bution, and administration,
the Prime Minister noted a

steady decline in the daily
cases and the growth rate but
he insisted on continued social
distancing and Covid-appro-
priate behaviour such as wear-
ing the mask, regularly wash-
ing hands and sanitation, espe-
cially in the wake of the
upcoming festival season.

“The Prime Minister
directed that we should make
use of experience of successful
conduct of elections and dis-
aster management in the coun-
try. In a similar manner, vac-
cine delivery and administra-
tion systems should be put in
place. This should involve the
participation of States/UTs/dis-
trict-level functionaries, civil
society organisations, volun-
teers, citizens, and experts from

all necessary domains. The
entire process should have a
strong IT backbone and the
system should be designed in
such a manner so as to have a
lasting value to our healthcare
system,” a PMO statement said.

The meeting was attended
by Union Health Minister Harsh
Vardhan, Principal Secretary to
PM, Member (Health) NITI
Aayog, Principal Scientific
Adviser, senior scientists, officers
of PMO, and officials from var-
ious other departments.

The PMO said two pan-
India studies on the Genome of
SARS-CoV-2 (Covid-19 virus)
in India conducted by ICMR
and Department of
BioTechnology (DBT) suggest
that the virus is genetically sta-

ble and there is no major muta-
tion in the virus.

The PMO said three vac-

cines are in advanced stages of
development in India, out of
which two are in Phase II and

one is in Phase-III and Indian
scientists and research teams
are collaborating and strength-
ening the research capacities in
neighbouring countries such as
Afghanistan, Bhutan,
Bangladesh, Maldives,
Mauritius, Nepal and Sri
Lanka.

There are further requests
from Bangladesh, Myanmar,
Qatar and Bhutan for clinical
trials in their countries. 

To help the global com-
munity, the PM directed the
health authorities that India
should not limit its efforts to its
immediate neighbourhood but
also reach out to the entire
world in providing vaccines,
medicines and IT platforms for
vaccine delivery system.
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India has been ranked 94th
among 107 nations world-

wide in the Global Hunger
Index (GHI) 2020, faring poor-
er than all its immediate neigh-
bours and being put in the
“serious” hunger category.

Neighbouring Bangladesh,
Myanmar and Pakistan too
are in the “serious” category but
ranked higher than India in the
latest GHI. While Bangladesh
ranked 75, Myanmar and
Pakistan are at the 78th and
88th position. Nepal at 73rd
and Sri Lanka at 64th position
are in “moderate” hunger cat-

egory. In the region of south,
east and south-eastern 
Asia, the only countries which
fare worse than India are
Timor-Leste, Afghanistan and
North Korea.

Last year, India’s rank was
102nd among 117 countries.
China, Belarus, Ukraine,
Turkey, Cuba and Kuwait, fig-

ure among the top 20 with GHI
scores of less than five. 

The Global Hunger Index
is a peer-reviewed annual
report, jointly published by
Concern Worldwide and
Welthungerhilfe, designed to
comprehensively measure and
track hunger at the global,
regional, and country levels.
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Asuspect shot dead by police
after the gruesome behead-

ing of a history teacher — who
discussed caricatures of Islam’s
Prophet Muhammad with his
class, leading to death threats
— in an attack near Paris was
an 18-year-old Moscow-born
Chechen refugee, officials said
on Saturday.

France’s anti-terrorism
prosecutor’s office said author-
ities investigating the killing of
Samuel Paty in Conflans-
Sainte-Honorine on Friday also
arrested nine suspects, includ-
ing the teen’s grandfather, par-
ents and 17-year-old brother. 

Paty had discussed carica-

tures of Islam’s Prophet
Muhammad with his class,
leading to threats and a com-
plaint from a parent, police
officials said. Islam prohibits
images of the prophet. The offi-
cials could not be named
because they were not autho-
rised to discuss ongoing inves-
tigations.

The French anti-terrorism
prosecutor Jean-Francois

Ricard said an investigation for
murder with a suspected 
terrorist motive had been 
opened.

Ricard told reporters that
the suspect, who had been
granted a 10-year residency in
France as a refugee in March
and was not known to intelli-
gence services, had been armed
with a knife and an airsoft gun,
which fires plastic pellets. 
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Dr Reddy’s Laboratories
on Saturday said it along

with Russian Direct
Investment Fund (RDIF) has
received approval from the
Drug Control General of
India (DCGI) to conduct
phase 2/3 human clinical tri-
als for Covid-19 vaccine
Sputnik V in India. 

This will be a multi-cen-
tre and randomised 
controlled study, which will
include safety and immuno-

genicity check, the
Hyderabad-based drug major
said in a statement.

“This is a significant
development that allows us to
commence the clinical trial in
India and we are committed
to bringing in a safe and effi-
cacious vaccine to combat
the pandemic,” Dr Reddy’s
Co-chairman and Managing
Director GV Prasad said.

RDIF CEO Kirill
Dmitriev said the entity was
pleased to collaborate with the
Indian regulators.
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The Mumbai Police on
Saturday registered an FIR

against Bollywood actress
Kangana Ranaut and her sister
Rangoli Chandel following an
order by metropolitan magis-
trate court for allegedly pro-
moting enmity between dif-
ferent communities.

Kangana found herself in
the dock as the Mumbai court
directed the Bandra police to
investigate a complaint alleging
that she and her sister Rangoli
Chandel through their tweets
had tried to create “hatred” and
“communal tensions” between
Hindus and Muslims.

After hearing a complaint
filed against Kangana and her
sister Rangoli Chandel  by
Bollywood casting director and
fitness trainer Munawwarali
alias Sahil A Sayyed,

Metropolitan Magistrate Jaidev
Ghule of Bandra 12th court
ordered investigations under
section  156(3) of CrPC   into
Sayyed’s complaint alleging
among other thing that  both
Kangana  and Rangoli had
tried to create “hatred” and
“communal tensions” between
Hindus and Muslims and that
Kangana had tried to lower the
image of Maharashtra Chief
Minister Uddhav Thackeray
and created disaffection among
the people against the
Maharashtra Government.
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Former Congress president
Rahul Gandhi on Saturday

kept up his attack on the cen-
tral government over the
recently enacted farm laws,
saying these are a blatant attack
on the soul of every farmer and
that such legislations weaken
the country’s foundation.

Delivering a virtual address
from New Delhi at the launch
of the second phase of Smart
Village Campaign in Punjab, he
said,  “These three laws are an
attack on the soul of every
farmer of this country, they are
an attack on their sweat and
blood. And farmers and
labourers of this country
understand this.”

Referring to his “tractor
rallies” against the laws during
his recent visit to Punjab and
Haryana, Gandhi said, “I came
to Punjab and Haryana a few
days ago and every farmer and
labourer knows that these three
laws are an attack on them.”  He
said he was happy that the
Punjab government has decid-

ed to convene a special session
of the Assembly on these laws
on October 19 where MLAs
will “decide about these 
farm laws”.

Hitting out at the BJP-led
central government over the
farm laws, Gandhi said, “If we
weaken the country’s founda-
tion, India will be weakened.
When Congress party fights,
we do that to protect and
strengthen the foundation. This
is the difference between us and
the central government. They
talk of the building, but they
thrust schemes from the top
without talking to the pan-
chayat and the people 
and their laws weaken India’s
foundation.”

“If these laws were in favour
of farmers and labourers, then
why did the government not
allow a debate before these
were passed in Lok Sabha and
Rajya Sabha? Why were they
afraid of a debate? Entire coun-
try would have seen the debate
and decided if these laws are for
farmers’ benefit,” he said.

“But in Lok Sabha and

Rajya Sabha, the voice of India’s
farmers was suppressed. I am
happy that in the Punjab
assembly, farmers, labourers’
voices will be heard in the spe-
cial session,” said Gandhi.

The three farm bills — the
Farmer’s Produce Trade and
Commerce (Promotion and
Facilitation) Bill, 2020, the
Farmers (Empowerment and
Protection) Agreement of Price
Assurance and Farm Services
Bill, 2020 and the Essential
Commodities (Amendment)
Bill, 2020 — were passed by
Parliament recently.
Subsequently, President Ram
Nath Kovind gave his assent to
the bills.

The Congress, many other
opposition parties and several
farmers organisations have
been protesting against these
legislations, claiming that these
will harm the interests of farm-
ers and benefit corporates, a
claim denied by the govern-
ment. The Centre has asserted
that these new laws will be ben-
eficial for farmers and will
increase their income.
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Watching one or the other daily
soap is our guilty pleasure.
There is no denying that it

makes for a good watch if one wants to
take a break from the reality of their lives.
Of late, daily soaps are so in trend and
the one which tops the charts is Saathiya.
Not because the storyline is something
out of the box, but because Yashraj
Mukhate decided to mix a scene from the
popular show and it went viral within no
time. 

Even Rupal Patel, who played Kokila
Ben couldn’t help but appreciate
Mukhate’s  take on the popular scene.
Now that the show has already received
it’s share of admiration from the
audience, it is just the right time for the
makers to launch Saath Nibhaana
Saathiya 2 on Star Plus  tomorrow.

Devoleena Bhattacharjee, who was
seen in Bigg Boss 13 is all set to play Gopi
Modi once again. If one is to ask what
Season 2 has on offer for the audience,
it’s a no-brainer that they have to give it
a watch.

“I can’t give out the story for Season
2, because we are also not told about the
whole story, we just shoot as per our
director’s direction. Also there are
frequent changes during the shoot. But
one thing is  for sure,  that the
entertainment quotient will surely be
high and with a message of women
empowerment. There will be a new love
angle between Gehna and Anant. I am
sure audience will love it,” Bhattacharjee
tells you.

Ask her about how excited she is
to be back on screen as Gopi and she
is quick to answer — that her
excitement has no bounds. “I am
super excited. I never imagined that
I will be coming back on TV as
Gopi. It gives me a different feel.
Most of the times when there is a
Season 2 of a show, the character
remains the same but the actors
change. But I am getting to play
Gopi again and it is nothing
short of a gift to me,” she tells you.

A new season, she says, come
with a lot of new challenges. “With
a second season, the expectations of
the audience are high. So it is challenging
that way. To bring a second season of a
hit show is risky in itself, because of the
high expectations. But I think, we have
proved ourselves and now the
responsibility lies on the newer lot and
it’s there chance to prove themselves.
Having said that, it doesn’t mean we

don’t have any responsibility, it is just that
they have a larger part of play in it,” she
explains.

If one is to remember, the infamous
scene of the show where Gopi washes off
Ahem’s laptop with soap and water and
hang it to dry, one would remember Giaa
Manek, who was then replaced by
Bhattacharjee. Ask her if it is challenging
to step in to the shoes of an already
established character, she says that for her
the role was as new as it can be. 

“I never thought that I am replacing
someone. If I had would have focused
about these things, I would have not been
able to pull that off. My focus was on to
do justice to my character. That’s all. I saw
it as a new role,” she says.

Initially, Bhattacharjee struggled with
the character, so much so that people told
him that she won’t be able to play it. “First
six months were challenging. Things were
not falling in place. I got to know that
people felt that this was not my cup of
tea. It felt bad. There were talks that the
show might get off air after Giaa’s
replacement. People expected me to act
like Giaa, but that’s not possible. I have
a different personality and I will act in
my way, I can’t copy someone. But
despite all this, I am a very stubborn
person, if I take up a job, I do my best
to make it happen. So was with Gopi. I
fought for my character. I did things in
my own way. I just didn’t let it go. I put
in all my efforts and hard work and

eventually it did work. And when the
audience accepted me, Gopi’s character
was changed quite a bit. She was

shown as a progressive woman. Even
her style was changed,” she tells you.

She tells you that she has a lot of
fun memories from the sets of the
previous season. “I was like the queen
on the sets. I shared a good rapport
with everyone. We did so much fun.
Some days were exciting, some were
good and some were bad. I laughed,
cried, got angry and what not. We
were like a big family and we enjoyed
every bit of it,” Bhattacharjee recalls.

Daily soaps are always tagged as
over dramatic and over the top,

Bhattacharjee has a say on that. “That’s
not true. The reason people love daily
soaps is that they find a connection with
it. Everything that has been show
happens with us at some point of time.
It’s just that we modify it as per the need
of the story. Otherwise it is not over
dramatic, it is just a reflection of the
society,” she opines.
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There is something inherently
cute and sweet when one
watches movies that have

animals especially dogs. Remember
The Call of the Wild, Benji and
Marley & Me? While not all animal
movies have a happily ever after, but
it doesn’t take away the aww factor
from them and Pup Academy that
dropped its second season on the
OTT platform is no different. It goes
without saying that the pups are
adorable, sweet and cute and if one
has ever had a dog before, a need to
have another one is going to be
tough to resist.

If you are not a dog lover, this
series that takes off where the first
one ended — a street pup — Boxer

being thrown out of pup academy for
bringing in other street dogs into the

academy who then wreaked havoc
may have a change of heart.

In the meantime, why not have
fun and watch the little pups get up
to no good, get into trouble and do
what pups do best — shower love on
their master.

But then the show is not about
the story as much as it is about the
bond between a human and pup and
how much it affects the dog if he
doesn’t have this bond with his
chosen human. The adage: Dog is
man’s best friend couldn’t have had
a better setting than this show. So
much so that there is a dog named
D.O.G. Couldn’t be cuter than this.

However, if one is looking for a
story that stimulates the brain, this
is not a show to watch. The story is
simple and banal and take-off from
Season 1 — a bunch of wolves,
instead of dogs — who want to take
over the running of the academy
their way.

The good part is that it is family-
friendly and a perfect watch for all
dog parents and kids of all ages.
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K-pop made its presence felt
back in 2012 when Psy
released his single —

Gangnam Style. The song had
gone viral and propelled Psy into
instant stardom. Since then K-
pop has become a must-listen for
all music lovers. So it is not
surprising that when the all-
woman band came into the scene
with their debut album Square
One after a gap of seven years
launched by YG Entertainment,

the group won its first award
during a musical programme for
Whistle at Inkigayo, becoming the
girl group that won the award the
fastest. Since then the album’s
tracks have since surpassed 1.73
billion streams worldwide.

This and much more is
revealed in Black Pink: Light Up
the Sky, a documentary that
follows the lives the girl group and
how they reached where they are
today given that each one of
them came from a different
background. 

But the thing binding them
was and is their love to perform
and sing.

The documentary introduces

the girls  collectively and
individually which gives us a
little peek into what makes them
tick. But the real emotions come
into play when their guards are
down and they talk about missing
their family and experiences that
a 15-16-year-old would normally
be part of.

The whole, now that we are so
successful, how do we live up to
the expectations of the fans is real.
Where they will be when they are
42-44 — married with kids? How
long will this success last? It
gives a glimpse of real fears and
reiterates that all that glitters is
not gold.
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Stating that in the last six
years, recruitment of about

85,000 Government posts has
been done on merit basis in the
State, Haryana Chief Minister
Manohar Lal Khattar on
Saturday said that recruitment of
more than one lakh Government
posts will be done on merit basis
in the next four years.

Addressing a news confer-
ence at Haryana Niwas here,
Khattar said that in the last six
years, several initiatives have
been taken to bring trans-
parency in the government
machinery and radical changes
in the system by using infor-
mation technology. While all
these efforts have certainly
proved fruitful be it conduct-
ing recruitment on merit basis
or implementing teacher trans-
fer policy. These initiatives
taken by Haryana to bring
about reforms have been appre-
ciated at national level.

The Chief Minister
expressed confidence that the
employees who are recruited
on the basis of merit will sure-
ly meet the expectations of the
public and will stay away from
corrupt practices.

Responding to a question,
Khattar said that to speed up
the pace of development in
rural areas, separate District
Municipal Commissioners
have also been appointed in
Urban Local Bodies after

appointing a separate Chief
Executive Officer (CEO) of
Zila Parishad. This is also help-
ing to augment financial
resources of these institutions.

He said earlier, Urban
Local Bodies used to remain
dependent on the fact that
they would get a grant from the
Central Finance Commission
or the State Finance
Commission for their budget.
Now they are mobilizing their
own resources. He said that
public participation in the bod-
ies will too be encouraged.

The Chief Minister said
that there is a link between dis-
tilleries and liquor contrac-
tors who operate in different
states. Although there is no dis-
tillery in Chandigarh, there
are many bottling plants, from
where liquor is supplied in
other states, he added while
responding to a question
regarding the liquor scam.

Khattar said that CCTV
cameras have been installed in
the distilleries of Haryana.
Also, the joint patrolling teams
of the Police and the Excise and
Taxation Office monitors the
supply of alcohol.

He informed that in the
year 2014-15, Excise revenue
was Rs 3,200 crore which has
so far increased to Rs 6,400
crore in the year 2020-21 and
it is estimated that it will be Rs
7,000 crore. The increase in
revenue indicates that the State
Government has certainly

reformed the systems.
Responding to another

question, the Chief Minister
said that even after lockdown,
revenue of Rs 338 crore has
been received from GST, VAT
and Mining, which was Rs
330 crore last year.

PROCUREMENT OF
KHARIF CROP SMOOTH

The Chief Minister said
that the State Government has
made all necessary arrange-
ments to ensure that the pro-
curement process of Kharif
crops is done in a smooth and
systematic manner. For the
first time, Government pro-
curement of maize is being
done at the Minimum Support
Price (MSP). Earlier, the pur-
chase of millet was also done at
MSP. So far, Rs 1,000 crore have

been released by the
Government as procurement
payment for paddy and other
crops, he said.

Khattar said every single
grain of farmers’ crops will be
procured. The interests of the
farmers of Haryana are para-
mount for the State Government
and for this, procurement of the
crops brought by the farmers of
the State is being done in the state
mandis on priority. Farmers of
other states will have to get
their crops registered before
bringing it to the state mandis of
Haryana, whether it is through
Arhtiyas or at their own level,
said the Chief Minister.

He said the Punjab and
Rajasthan Governments should
also procure crops at MSP so
that the farmers of these two
states do not have to come to
Haryana. Khattar said that

arrangements have been made
to make the payment of paddy
procurement to the farmers
within seven days. After the

Form-I is generated and
approved, payment is being
made within three days.

Transport Minister  Mool

Chand Sharma, Principal
Secretary, Transport
Department, Anurag Rastogi,
and Director General,

Information, Public Relations
and Languages Department, PC
Meena and other officers were
also present on this occasion.
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Haryana Chief Minister
Manohar Lal Khattar on

Saturday announced that new
District Transport Officers
(DTOs), in place of RTA
Secretaries will be appointed in
every district to ensure that
Regional Transport Authority
(RTA), which is said to be a cor-
ruption hub, too works in a
transparent and corruption
free manner. Addressing a news
conference, Khattar said that on
Navaratri, he had pledged to
eradicate corruption in every
government department after
ensuring implementation of
Zero tolerance against corrup-
tion in RTAs.  

Khattar said this is the sec-
ond initiative of the State gov-
ernment as per which separate
DTOs will be appointed in the
RTA offices. Earlier HCS offi-
cers were appointed as the
Chief Executive Officers of
Zila Parishad. He said that the
DTOs will be appointed with-
in the next two days and now
all 22 districts in the State will
have DTOs instead of Regional

Transport Authority
Secretaries (RTAs).

The CM said after ensur-
ing the elimination of  the role
of ‘Undesirable Contact Men’
in Tehsil offices, now the gen-
eral public will also get rid of
the problem of middlemen in
RTA offices, be it for making
driving licenses or getting
vehicles passed.  Furthermore,
after Rohtak, six more
Inspection and Certification
Centres to inspect and check
fitness of vehicles will be
opened at six more districts
including Ambala, Karnal,
Hisar, Gurugram, Faridabad
and Rewari, said Khattar.

He said automated driving
test tracks will be set up in 11
districts namely Kaithal,
Bahadurgarh, Rohtak,
Faridabad, Nuh, Bhiwani,
Karnal, Rewari, Sonipat, Palwal,
and Yamunanagar,  where dri-
ving skills will be tested and the
entire test process will be com-
puterized. As a result of this
people will not have to approach
any middlemen for getting their
licenses made. He said that a
provision of Rs 30 crore has

been made for this and these
centres will be opened within a
period of one year.

Similarly, to keep a vigil on
overloading of commercial
vehicles, which is also a major
reason behind corrupt practices,
the state government has decid-
ed that portable scales will be
installed on the roads and even
the drivers will not get to know
when the weight of their vehi-
cles has been measured. He said
that 45 such portable scales have
been bought by the State
Government and after the suc-
cess of this experiment, more
such portable scales will be
installed in the entire state,
shared the Chief Minister. He
further said that body cameras
will be worn by vehicle inspec-
tors going for checking and
passing of commercial vehicles,
so as to ensure that recording of
the entire checking process is
done and its monitoring will be
done at headquarters.

The CM added the prob-
lem of overloading is usually
found in mining vehicles,
therefore the ‘e-RAVANA’ soft-
ware has already been pre-

pared by the Mining
Department but now this soft-
ware will be integrated with
the ‘VAHAN’ software of the
Transport Department.

Khattar said at present the
number of registered commer-
cial vehicles in RTA office is
around 1.25 lakh and the num-
ber of employees in the RTA
offices is only 627. 
More recruitment will be done
within a period of one 
year for smooth functioning of
these offices. The CM said the
Deputy Commissioners will
also be made aware of this deci-
sion of the state government. He
said that it is not necessary that
the DTO officer will be of IAS
or HCS rank, but for this, any
class-I officer or an IPS or HPS
officer or any officer on depu-
tation can be appointed as
DTO. The main aim behind all
this is to curb corruption.

The Chief Minister also
indicated that after RTA, he
will select some other depart-
ments as well where there is a
high probability of corruption
and action on checking such
corruption will be taken soon.
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Congress MP Rahul Gandhi,
along with Punjab Chief

Minister Capt Amarinder
Singh, on Saturday kickstarted
the second phase of Punjab’s
Smart Village Campaign (SVC)
with the virtual launch of a Rs
2,775 crore campaign to power
the state’s complete rural trans-
formation.

While Rahul launched the
campaign from New Delhi,
the Chief Minister and Punjab
ministers, officials and
Sarpanches, joined in from a
total of 1500 digital locations,
paving the way for execution of
48910 works across the State.

Expressing happiness on
Rahul being a part of the
momentous occasion, the Chief
Minister said the scheme would
lead to the creation of enor-
mous rural infrastructure to
raise the living standard and
quality of life by capitalising on
technological advances, as part
of his government’s Rural
Transformation Strategy. He
assured of adequate allocation
for the schemes to be under-
taken under the second phase,
which has been kickstarted on
the successful culmination of

Phase I, which was launched in
2019 for the execution of
19,132 works at a cost of Rs 835
crore.

Underlining the impor-
tance of villages to keep the
nation’s foundations strong,
Rahul said any weakening of
the rural structure would
impede the nation’s progress.
He stressed the need to
strengthen these foundations
for a better India, pointing out
that protecting the villages and
the people living there would
help protect the cities and the
country. The Congress MP
appreciated the work being
done by the Captain
Amarinder government to
improve the rural infrastruc-
ture. The money being spent in
villages is the sweat and blood
of the people of the state, and
every penny of this money
should reach the beneficiaries
without corruption obstructing
the process, he said.

The Congress, said Rahul,
believed in working at the
grassroots and Congress gov-
ernments started programmes
only after taking the views of
the Panchayats into account.
Since the schemes under SVC
have been envisaged after delib-

erations at the ground level,
they will deliver the desired
results, he said.

Capt Amarinder said the
1st phase of the campaign had
focused on core areas like
Renovation of ponds, street
lights, parks, Gymnasiums,
Community Halls, Drinking
Water Supply, Model
Anganwadi Centers, Smart
Schools and Solid Waste
Management, thus making vil-
lages in Punjab self-sustaining
by providing enabling envi-
ronments.

For the second phase, ade-
quate funds had already been
transferred   to   all   13,264
Gram Panchayats in Punjab,

the Chief Minister said, adding
that his government intends to
give assistance to those house-
owners who are living in hous-
es having temporary roofs.
The intention is “Har ghar
pakki chhat” i.e. to provide the
rural poor with better housing
facilities. While doing so, focus
shall be on ‘inclusive’ growth,
i.e.  to  include  households
such  as  Women  Headed
Households,  persons  with  dis-
abilities,  critically  ill persons,
families of martyrs, scheduled
castes, etc, he said.

In addition, 750 Stadiums
are being taken up for devel-
opment in Rural Areas for
2020-21. For this  purpose,  a

target  of  minimum  of 5
Stadiums  per  block has been
allotted for this purpose. New
designs of 4 acres, 2 acres and
1 acre playgrounds have been
developed.

Capt Amarinder further
said that as a part of 550th
Birth  Anniversary  of  Sri Guru
Nanak  Dev  ji,  550  plants  per
village  i.e. 77 lakh saplings  had
been planted and around 22000
Van Mitras had been appoint-
ed to nurture and maintain
them. As a result, the overall
green  cover  of  the  State  had
increased  by  11363  hectares
since 2017.

Listing some of the path-
breaking and people friendly
initiatives of his government,
the Chief Minister said 15.32
lakh jobs/employment oppor-
tunities had been given to
youth under ‘Ghar Ghar
Rozgar’ programme, while 1
lakh  government jobs would be
provided by 2020-22. He point-
ed out that his government had
recently provided 33% reser-
vation for women in direct
recruitment in Government
jobs as a major step towards
empowerment of women.

Referring to Mahatma
Gandhi Sarbat Vikas Yojana

launched by the state govern-
ment, Captain Amarinder said
that nearly 11.05 Lakh persons
had been provided relief/ben-
efits to ensure inclusive growth
of the distressed sections   of
the   society.

Speaking on the occasion,
the Rural Development &
Panchayats Minister Tript
Rajinder Singh Bajwa lauded
the Panchayats for taking keen
interest in the execution of
development schemes under
SVC in a time-bound manner.
This, he said, had encouraged
the state government to provide
a 3-fold hike in the capital out-
lay in the 2nd phase.

Finance Minister Manpreet
Singh Badal said though
Punjab was passing through
financial crisis, the develop-
ment tempo, in both 
rural and urban sectors, con-
tinued to be high.

PPCC President Sunil
Jakhar said the Smart Village
Campaign would go a long way
in transforming the rural sce-
nario in line with the dream of
Late Prime Minister Rajiv
Gandhi. Jakhar also compli-
mented the Chief Minister for
ensuring 50% reservation in
PRIs and Urban Local Bodies.

Punjab Youth Congress
President Barinder Singh
Dhillon lambasted the Chief
Minister’s detractors, assert-
ing, “You can take Captain
Amarinder out of Punjab, but
you can’t take Punjab out of
Captain Amarinder.”

Meanwhile, five sarpanch-
es - Buta Singh from village
Pilkhani and Harbhajan Singh
from village Mahadipur in dis-
trict Patiala, Rupinder Kaur
from village Patton and Jagtar
Singh of village Bakarpur in the
district SAS Nagar (Mohali)
and Satnam Kaur from village
Hawara Kalan in district
Fatehgarh Sahib - interacted
with Captain Amarinder Singh
and gave inputs about the
ongoing development works in
their villages.

The programme was
attended by all State Cabinet
Ministers, Congress MPs,
MLAs and key officials, includ-
ing Chief Secretary Vini
Mahajan, Chief Principal
Secretary to CM Suresh Kumar,
Principal Secretary to CM
Tejveer Singh and Principal
Secretary Rural Development
& Panchayats Seema Jain from
various locations through video
conferencing.
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Amritsar: A large number of
people turned up on Saturday
at the cremation of Shaurya
Chakra awardee Balwinder
Singh Sandhu, who was shot
dead by two unknown
assailants in Punjab’s Tarn
Taran district.

Earlier, the family had
refused to cremate the body
unless the accused were arrest-
ed, but then agreed to conduct
the last rites after an assurance
was given by the Tarn Taran
district administration about
prompt action in the case. The
administration also assured
them about their request for a
government job for one fami-
ly member.

The cremation was also
attended by Khemkaran assem-
bly constituency MLA, Sukhpal
Singh Bhullar.

The police department has
provided three gunmen as
security cover to the family.

The 62-year-old Sandhu,
who fought terrorism in
Punjab, was shot dead in the
district on Friday, months after
the government withdrew his
security cover. The motorcycle-
borne men pumped four bul-
lets into him when he was at his
office adjoining his home at
Bhikhiwind.

Earlier, Sandhu’’s wife
Jagdish Kaur Sandhu, had told
reporters, “The family would
not cremate him unless the
killers are arrested.

She had also demanded
security cover for her family.

“All the family members —
I, my late husband, his broth-
er Ranjit Singh Sandhu and his
wife Balraj Kaur Sandhu — are
Shaurya Chakra awardees and
this award was given by the

Centre for our fight against
militancy.”

“Both the state and central
governments are accountable
for the intelligence failure that
resulted in the killing of my
husband at the hands of ter-
rorists,” Sandhu’’s wife had
said. She also said if the state
government failed to provide
security to the family, then it
was the responsibility of the
Centre to do the needful.

Sandhu had fought against
terrorism in the state for years,
facing scores of terror attacks
during the height of Khalistani
militancy. His security cover
was withdrawn by the state
government a year ago on the
recommendation of Tarn Taran
police, his brother Ranjit had
said, adding that their entire
family had remained on the hit
list of terrorists.

Jagdish Kaur had on Friday
said it was the “handiwork of
terrorists”, maintaining that
their family did not have any
personal enmity with anyone.

Punjab Chief Minister
Amarinder Singh had condoled
Sandhu’’s death and set up a spe-
cial investigation team headed
by Ferozpur Deputy Inspector
General of Police to probe the
killing. The chief minister said
the SIT will probe the killing,
taking all possibilities into
account. The guilty will not be
spared, he had said. 

The Tarn Taran braveheart
had also featured in some doc-
umentaries. Inspired by
Sandhu and his family, many
people followed him and
defended themselves from ter-
ror attacks. 

He was awarded Shaurya
Chakra in 1993. Agencies
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Taking serious note on
warning and alert issued by

the Union government and
Health experts that the ongo-
ing festive season and winter
months would lead to another
wave of corona virus especial-
ly during December and
January, Haryana Director
General of Health Services Dr
Suraj Bhan Kamboj on
Saturday asked all district chief
medical officers to be alert
and take all the precautions

regarding Covid- 19 protocol in
their jurisdictional limit.

Talking to The Pioneer over
the phone, Kamboj said that
the new recoveries have been
more than new cases over the
last two weeks. New cases
being reported in the last 14
days are lower than previous
highs of around 2500 cases per
day in the last month.

Active Covid-19 cases have
decreased to around 10,000,
while the recovery rate has
been at above 91 per cent. As
the numbers of new cases are
declining so the current situa-
tion of availability of beds and
ventilators is satisfactory. Many
of the beds are vacant but we
are prepared if there is a need
to scale up the facility, he said.

“Despite decline in Covid-
19 cases, the State health
department would continue to

lay emphasis on 3Ts — tracing,
testing and treatment for early
detection, treatment of Covid-
19 patients in view of upcom-
ing festive and winter seasons
in the State,” DG Health added.
He said that the State
Government has issued guide-
lines on physical distancing and
the use of sanitisers, face masks
to curb community spread of
the disease and everyone
should follow it strictly.  

Asked the Union
Government as well as Health
experts have warned that the
winter months, as well as open-
ing up of most activities after
lockdown restrictions, would
lead to another wave of coro-
navirus during December and
January, he said that the district
chief medical officers have
been asked on the need to be
alert and aware of the situation.

Dr Kamboj further said
that Covid-19 cases may
increase due to festivities and
reopening of various activities
including schools, colleges,
malls, cinema halls during
unlocked -5 and inter-district
movement of people. “We
would advise caution over
optimism. The virus is new. It
starts waning and then sud-
denly shoots up. Everything is
open now and we may face
something harsher. We have to
follow the SMS approach—
social distancing, masks and
sanitisation—with utmost dili-
gence,” he added.

Two things have to be done
to handle the second wave, DG
Health said, adding that the
first one is to keep the basic
infrastructure ready, and sec-
ond is to ensure the spread is
restricted by creating public

awareness on preventive steps.
Dr Dhruva Chaudhary,

who is the nodal officer for
Covid-19 in Haryana, said that
from the past three weeks,
active cases have started to
decline in the State as daily
recoveries are surpassing new
cases. The State is witnessing a
declining trend with 6.38 per
cent growth rate, fatality rate at
1.10 per cent while recovery
rate at 91.84 per cent.

He said, “We have to stick
to the standard protocol for
keeping epidemic surge at bay,
especially during the winter
season, as respiratory viruses
thrive better in cold weather
and low humidity conditions.
If precautions are not taken, the
situation can go out of hand
with the sudden rise of Covid-
19 cases. Besides, people need
to be extra cautious during the

festival season and practice
social distancing.”

Chaudhary further said,
“In the absence of any vaccine,
a mask is the only inoculation.
People should wear masks all
the time. For any change in sea-
son, the viral infection is com-
mon among people. How the
virus behaves in winter needs
to be seen, but there is already
a second wave in other coun-
tries and a similar trend can be
expected here too.”  He further
said that the lockdown rules
have been eased and various
activities have been allowed, as
there is no alternative, but
proper and cautious behav-
iour of local residents is the best
preventive measure. The gen-
eral public has been advised to
maintain social distancing
while shopping and wear
masks properly.
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Farmers under banners of
different organizations held

protests across Punjab and
burnt effigies of Prime Minister
Narendra Modi as they accused
the BJP-led Government at the
Centre of maintaining a “stub-
born attitude” towards the agi-
tators’’ demand of revoking
the newly enacted farm laws.

On Saturday, protests were
held at many places, including
in Phagwara, Muktsar,
Amritsar, Patiala and Bathinda
which led to a disruption of
vehicular traffic. Farmers
assembled at Phagwara-
Hoshiarpur road and held a
march. They then burnt the
effigy of prime minister alleg-

ing that their leaders were “dis-
respected” during a meeting
with Agriculture ministry offi-
cials in Delhi.

Representatives of several
farmers’ bodies had on
Wednesday walked out of a
meeting held in Delhi to discuss
the farm laws with the Union
agriculture secretary after find-
ing no Union minister present
at the meeting. Addressing the
protesters in Phagwara, BKU
(Doaba) General Secretary
Satnam Singh Sahni said, “We
have been agitating against
these farm laws for the last three
months. But the Centre has
turned a deaf ear to our
demands.”

Refuting reports about fis-
sure among agitating farmer

bodies, he asserted that they
were all united in their fight
against the “anti-farmer” laws.

Another farmer leader
Manjit Singh Rai said, “If PM
Modi shows sincerity in the
matter and himself intervenes
and invites the agitating farm-
ers, we will go for such parleys.”

In Ludhiana, a group of
agitating farmers demonstrat-
ed outside a hotel at Ferozepur
road when a meeting of the
Punjab BJP led by its state unit
chief Ashwani Sharma was in
progress. The protesters raised
slogans against the Centre and
demanded the withdrawal of

three farm reform laws.
Over the past several days,

farmers have been blocking rail
tracks, laid siege to toll plazas,
fuel pumps, shopping malls
and staged sit-ins outside the
residences of several BJP lead-
ers in the state.

Rail traffic has been dis-
rupted and in turn, coal supply
for thermal power plants have
been impacted by the farmers’’
agitation. The farmers have
been demanding that the three
farm laws passed by Parliament
recently be repealed. They have
expressed apprehension that
the new laws will pave a way for
the dismantling of the mini-
mum support price system,
leaving them at the “mercy” of
big corporates.  

Chandigarh: Chandigarh Press
Club on Saturday condemned
the Chandigarh Police and
Delhi Police for assaulting jour-
nalists in two different inci-
dents held in Chandigarh and
Delhi, respectively. 

In a statement, General
Secretary Saurabh Duggal cited
two incidents. In the first inci-
dent, a Chandigarh-based elec-
tronic media journalist Om Ray
was allegedly assaulted by two
Chandigarh Police personnel,
constables in Mauli Jagran on
Wednesday evening. Om Ray
tried to intervene when the two
police personnel were manhan-
dling a two wheeler on a pretext
of wrong driving and when he
(Om Ray) started recording the
incident, the police personnel
tried to snatch his mobile phone
and despite disclosing his media
identity they assaulted him. Om
Ray works with Navtej TV.

The Chandigarh Press Club
condemned the action of the
police officials concerned and
has already taken up the matter
with the higher authorities in the
Chandigarh police and is also
giving a representation to the
UT Administrator VPS
Badnore, and demanding for a
probe in the matter. The release
cited a second incident in which
a Caravan Magazine journalist
Ahan Penkar, was allegedly
assaulted by a Delhi police ACP
and then detained (at Model
Town station) while covering a
story in North Delhi on Friday.
Penkar was working on a story
on the alleged rape and murder
of a 14-year-old Dalit girl in the
area. Despite disclosing his
media identity, the Delhi police
officer assaulted him and his
phone recordings of interviews
and photos related to the assign-
ment were also deleted.

“The Chandigarh Press
Club condemned the action of
the Delhi Police official and for-
warding a representation regard-
ing the said issue to Delhi Chief
Minister office and Union Home
ministry for the action,” the
statement said.  PNS
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Haryana Chief Minister
Manohar Lal Khattar on

Saturday said that maintaining
the law and order situation is
the priority of the State
Government and no one will be
allowed to take the law into
their own hand.

Interacting with the repre-
sentatives of Ahlawat Khap of
village Dighal, district Jhajjar
here regarding the murder case
of YES Bank official, Dheeraj
Ahlawat in district Gurugram,
the Chief Minister assured to
get the investigation of the
murder case done by CBI as
demanded by the Khap.

A case was registered on
August 6, 2020, at the police
station of Sector-50, Gurugram
in the Dheeraj Ahlawat murder
case and the SIT is currently
investigating the matter.
Representatives of Khap
thanked the Chief Minister
for his assurance of a CBI
inquiry.
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Punjab on Saturday witnessed
19 more Covid-19 fatalities

pushing the death toll to 3999,
while 427 new cases took the
state’s infection tally to 1,27,154,
according to a medical bulletin.
The latest fatalities reported in
the state include three each
coronavirus death in Amritsar
and Pathankot, two each from
Gurudaspur, Hoshiarpur, SAS
Nagar and one each from FG
Sahib, Jalandhar, Ludhiana,
Mansa, Ropar, Sangrur and Tara
Taran, the bulletin said.

The places which reported
new cases include Jalandhar
(73), Ludhiana (54), SAS Nagar
(48), Gurudaspur (12),
Bathinda (27), Patiala (28),
Pathankot (22), Fazilka (21)
and Amritsar (36), it said.
There are 6230 active Covid-19
cases in the state as of now,
according to the bulletin.

A total of 760 coronavirus
patients were discharged after
recovering from infection, tak-
ing the number of cured peo-
ple to 1,16,925, it said. Twenty
two critical patients are on
ventilator support while 140 are
on oxygen support, the bulletin
said.  A total of 23,00, 669 sam-
ples have been collected for
testing so far in the state, it said.

CHANDIGARH HAS 54
FRESH CASES, 1 DEATH 

One more person died due
tp Covid-19 in Chandigarh on
Saturday as 54 fresh infections
surfaced, taking the number of
cases to 13, 582 in the joint cap-
ital of Punjab and Haryana.  So

far, coronavirus has claimed
207 lives in the union territory,
according to a medical bulletin.
There are 915 active cases in the
city as of now, it said.  A total of
108 patients were discharged
after they recovered from infec-
tion, the bulletin said, adding
that 12, 460 people have been
cured of the disease so far. A
total of 94, 462 samples have
been taken for testing till now
and of these, 80,308 tested neg-
ative while reports of 121 are
awaited, the bulletin said. 

1,148 FRESH COVID-19
CASES TAKE HARYANA
TALLY TO NEAR 1.5 LAKH,
6 MORE DIE 
Chandigarh: Six more people
succumbed to Covid-19 in
Haryana on Saturday, taking the
State's death toll to 1640, while
1148 fresh cases pushed the
infection tally to 1,49,081,
according to the health depart-
ment's daily bulletin. Of the lat-
est fatalities, three were report-
ed from Karnal while one each
from Bhiwani, Panchkula and
Jind, the bulletin stated.  Among
the districts which reported a
big spike in cases are Gurugram
(271), Faridabad (159) and
Rohtak (129) and Hisar (118).
A total of 1318 Covid-19
patients were cured and released
after recovery from the differ-
ent hospitals of the State, taking
the total count to 137, 176.
Currently, the number of active
Covid-19 cases in Haryana
stands at 10,265. The State has
a recovery rate of 92.01 per cent,
fatality rate 1.10 per cent while
doubling rate at 41 days, the bul-
letin said.
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ASpecial NIA court in Delhi
has convicted 15 accused

persons in connection with
the ISIS Conspiracy case.

The case pertains to crim-
inal conspiracy hatched by the
ISIS to establish its base in
India by recruiting Muslim
youth for ISIS, a proscribed ter-
rorist organisation by using dif-
ferent social media platforms.

The case was registered at
Police Station NIA, New Delhi
on December 9, 2015 under
section under provisions of
the Indian Penal Code and
Unlawful Activities
(Prevention) Act.

During investigation,
searches were conducted by the
NIA in various cities across the
country and 19 accused per-
sons were arrested.

It was revealed that the
accused persons had formed an
organisation styled as Junood-
ul-Khilafa-Fil-Hind (a group
seeking to establish Caliphate
in India and pledging alle-
giance to ISIS/ISIL) to recruit
Muslim youth to work for ISIS
and commit acts of terrorism
in India at the behest of one
Yusuf-Al-Hindi alias Shafi
Armar alias Anjan Bhai, who
was based in Syria and was pur-
portedly the media chief of
ISIS.

“This case had a huge
impact on the like-minded
people who were likely to join
ISIS. After the arrest of the ISIS
terrorists, their activities were

minimised and theirother asso-
ciates were identified and ques-
tioned to unravel their further
plans,” the NIA said in a state-
ment.

Several ISIS sympathisers,
who had gone to join ISIS, were
intercepted at various loca-
tions in the Middle East and
were deported to India. The
investigation conducted by the
agency stopped the facilita-
tion of the ISIS members in
India as well as abroad, it said.

After completion of inves-
tigation, the NIA had filed
charge-sheets against 16
accused persons in 2016-2017.

On Friday, 15 accused were
convicted and sentenced with

rigorous imprisonment (RI)
and fine.

The convicted terrorists
include Nafees Khan, 10 years
RI with fine of �1,03,000,
Mudabbir Mushtaq Sheikh, 7
years RI and fine of �65,000,
Abu Anas, 7 years RI and fine
�48,000, Mufti Abdus Sami, 7
years RI and fine of �50,000
and Azhar Khan, 6 years RI
with a fine �58,000.

Others convicted include
Amzad Khan, 6 years RI with
�78,000 fine, Mohd. Shariff
Moinudeen, 5 years RI with
�38,000 fine, Asif Ali, 5 years
RI and fine of �38,000, Mohd.
Hussain, 5 years RI and fine of
Rs 38,000 and Syed Mujahid, 5
years RI and fine �38,000.

The five others convicted
are Najmul Huda, Mohd.
Obedullah, Md. Aleem, Md.
Afzal and Sohail Ahmad for
five years and a fine each of �
38,000.

This case was first of its
kind in which an extensive ter-
rorist conspiracy involving
online radicalisation was
hatched on cyber space.
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Congress on Saturday kick-
started the Smart Village

Campaign (SVC) with the vir-
tual launch of a �2,775 crore
campaign to power the com-
plete rural transformation of
the State in Punjab. 

The smart village concept
is to focus on core areas like
renovation of ponds, street
lights, parks, gymnasiums,
community halls, drinking
water supply, model anganwa-
di centers, smart schools and
solid waste management, thus
making villages self-sustaining
by providing enabling envi-
ronments.

While doing so, the focus
shall be on ‘inclusive’ growth,
i.e. to include households such
as women -headed households,
persons with disabilities, crit-
ically ill persons, families of
martyrs, scheduled castes, etc,
he said.

Party sources said that the
same is to be replicated by all
the Congress ruled States in
way to showcase a better format
of the Modi government's
Adarsh Village concept which
has not shown much enthusi-
asm. 

Launching the campaign
virtually from the national
Capital, former Congress chief
Rahul Gandhi said the scheme
would lead to the creation of
enormous rural infrastructure
to raise the living standard and
quality of life by capitalising on
technological advances, as part
of his government’s Rural
Transformation Strategy.

Punjab Chief Minister
Capt Amarinder Singh, officials
and Sarpanchs, joined in from

a total of 1,500 digital locations,
paving the way for execution of
48,910 separate works across
the state.

Singh assured of adequate
allocation for the schemes to be
undertaken under the second
phase, which has been kick-
started on the successful cul-
mination of Phase I, which was
launched in 2019 for the exe-
cution of 19,132 works at a cost
of �835 crores.

Underlining the impor-
tance of villages to keep the
nation’s foundations strong,
Rahul Gandhi said any weak-
ening of the rural structure
would impede the nation’s
progress. He stressed the need
to strengthen these foundations
for a better India, pointing out
that protecting the villages and
the people living there would
help protect the cities and the
country.

Congress' ruled other states
of Chhattisgarh, Rajasthan,
Puducherry is also studying the
project initiated by their coun-
terpart in Punjab.

Rahul said the Congress

believed in working at the
grassroots and Congress gov-
ernments start programmes
only after taking the views of
the Panchayats into accounts.
Since the schemes under SVC
have been envisaged after delib-
erations at the ground level,
they will deliver the desired
results, he said.

Adequate funds in Punjab
had already been transferred to
all 13,264 Gram Panchayats in
Punjab, the Chief Minister
said, adding that his govern-
ment intends to give assis-
tance to those house-owners
who are living in houses hav-
ing temporary roofs. The inten-
tion is “Har ghar pakki chhat”
i.e. to provide the rural poor
with better housing facility.

In addition, 750 stadiums
are being taken up for devel-
opment in rural areas for 2020-
21 in Punjab. For this purpose,
a target of minimum of 5 sta-
diums per block has been allot-
ted for this purpose. New
designs of 4 acres, 2 acres and
1 acre playgrounds have been
developed.
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The Union Culture Ministry
has issued detailed

Standard Operating Procedures
(SOPs) for ‘culture functions
and programmes' on preventive
measures to control the spread
of Covid-19, according to
which, no cultural activities will
be allowed inside containment
zones.

According to an official
from the Ministry, these SOPs
have to be followed by the
management of theatres and
performance spaces, as well as
the entertainment/creative
agencies, artists and crew or
any other persons who hire the
auditoria or any other
open/closed performance
spaces, whether on payment or
gratis.

“Comprehensive guidelines
have been issued for artists and
crew, management of green
rooms, stage management, cos-
tume and makeup trials, sani-
tization of the venue including
stage, open area seating etc,” the
official added.

Further, State/UT Govts
may consider proposing addi-
tional measures as per their

field assessment.
Guidelines issued by the

Union Home and Health
Ministries shall be strictly
complied with during all activ-
ities and operations, said the
official.

Social/ academic/ sports/
entertainment/ cultural/ reli-
gious/ political functions and
other congregations have
already been permitted with a
ceiling of 100 persons, outside
containment zones only.

In closed spaces, a maxi-
mum of 50 per cent of the hall
capacity will be allowed, with
a ceiling of 200 persons.

Wearing of face masks,
maintaining social distancing,
provision for thermal scanning
and use of hand wash or san-
itizer will be mandatory, while
in open spaces, keeping the
size of the space/ground in
view, strict observance of social
distancing, the mandatory
wearing of face masks, provi-
sion for thermal scanning and
hand wash or sanitiser has to
be followed.

"State/UT Govts will issue
detailed SOPs, to regulate such
gatherings and strictly enforce
the same," said the official.
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The BJP on Saturday  came
down heavily on the

Congress for its unequivocal
support for the restoration of
Jammu and Kashmir's special
status and the opposition
party to include the restora-
tion of Article 370 as a
promise in its Bihar polls
manifesto.

In a sharp riposte to
Congress leader and former
Union finance Minister P
Chidambaram’s comment on
restoring article 370, BJP
president J P Nadda alleged
that the opposition party was
subscribing to a "Divide
India" agenda. Another senior
BJP  leader and union I & B
Minister Prakash Javadekar
sought to dare the Congress
to put their promise of bring-
ing back article 370 in the
party’s poll manifesto for
Bihar.

In August 2019, a presi-
dential notification along with
the passage of requisite legis-
lation in Parliament resulted
in Article 370 becoming
redundant and the state of
J&K splitting  into two- J & K,
Ladakh- Union Territories.

Nadda drew a l ink
between former Congress
president Rahul Gandhi's
recent praise for Pakistan and
Chidambaram's pro-Article
370 statement.

Chidambaram had wel-
comed the formation of the
'People's Alliance for Gupkar
Declaration' and called for the
people of J&K to be given
back their rights that existed
before August  5,  2019.
Terming the Centre's deci-
sions as "unconstitutional",
he said that mainstream par-
ties, as well as people of J&K,
should not be perceived as
"anti-national".

Javadekar pointed out that
the  Congress knew very well
that the people of the entire
country had endorsed the
decision to scrap J&K's special
status.

"Congress leaders P
Chidambaram and Digvijaya
Singh are saying that the deci-
sion to abrogate Article 370
was wrong and so, Congress
will take it back. Can the
Congress include this in the
Bihar poll manifesto? They
know very well that the peo-
ple of Jammu, Kashmir,

Ladakh and the rest of the
country welcomed the move to
abrogate Article 370. They
have seen the kind of progress
in Jammu and Kashmir and
Ladakh in the past one year.
But Congress is echoing the
language of the soft sepa-
ratists," said the BJP leader.

Alleging that Congress
was endorsing the agenda of
soft separatists, he regretted
that the opposition party
repeatedly went against the
mood of the people.  

The Union Minister
accused Sonia headed BJP of
praising China and Pakistan.
Maintaining that Article 370
was always temporary in
nature, Javadekar listed the
various benefits secured by the
people of J&K and Ladakh in
the last one year.

"Congress is continuously
adopting positions that go
against the sentiments of the
people of this country. Rahul
Gandhi also praises Pakistan.
They like to praise Pakistan
and China on any issue. 

The Constitution also stat-
ed that Article 370 is for a lim-
ited period, after which it will
go. 

Separatism has ended and
all the vulnerable sections of
the society got the benefit of
reservation. 

Many welfare laws were
implemented in Kashmir," said
the Union Minister.

Union Fisheries Minister
Giriraj Singh also expressed
‘outrage’ at Congress' stance
and questioned whether the
party wanted to severe J&K
from India.

All  original Gupkar
Declaration signatories bar-
ring for J&K Congress chief
GA Mir came together for the
first time on Thursday since
the abrogation of Article 370.
The Gupkar Declaration was a
resolution passed by National
Conference (NC), Peoples
Democratic Party(PDP),
Congress, CPI(M), JKPC and
ANC on August 4, 2019 (a day
before the  abrogation of arti-
cle 370), pledging to protect
the "identity, autonomy and
special status" of J&K.

After the meeting, NC
president Farooq Abdullah
announced the formation of
the People's Alliance for
Gupkar Declaration' and
called for the restoration of
J&K's special status.
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Union Minister for Road
Transport, Highways and

MSMEs Nitin Gadkari has
requested the Maharashtra
Government to take initiative
for preparation of detailed pro-
ject report (DPR) for formation
of the State Water Grid to
overcome the recurring flood
crisis in the State. This would
help the Government to ensure
the availability of the water in
drought prone areas and save
the resources to manage the
flood crisis. In a letter dated
14th October, 2020 to Chief
Minister Udhav Thackeray, his
cabinet colleagues and Sharad
Pawar, MP, he has sought early
decision of the State
Government on this issue, fol-
lowed by actions thereon.

Gadkari has  drawn the
attention of the Chief Minister
in this letter towards the seri-
ous issue of heavy loss of lives
and property that occur in the
state of Maharashtra every year
due to floods. He has added
that the floods create and trig-
ger serious problems in differ-

ent parts of the State and there
is an urgent need to chalk out
a plan to manage this natural
disaster that becomes grave
because of other man made
factors.

The Union Minister has
suggested to the Government
of Maharashtra to take up the
ambitious project of formation
of the State Water Grid on the
lines of the National Power
Grid and Highway Grid. The
idea is to divert the flood water
from one river basin to the
other river basin in the drought
prone area of the state. The
areas with shortage of the
water, scanty rainfall can get
relief by the Grid. This would
help to increase the area under
irrigation, while bringing sig-
nificant reduction in the num-
bers of suicides of farmers. The
letter goes on to say that vari-
ous studies have shown that the
incidents of the farmers' suicide
have come down in the areas
where the irrigation cover is
more that 55%.

The Minister mentioned
that this would also help to
increase agriculture produce

and strengthen the rural and
national economy. The divert-
ed flood waters would relieve
the stress on the local resources.
Transportation of goods and
passengers through rivers
(Water Transport) can be com-
menced in near future. Fishing
and other businesses can flour-
ish alongside and major
employment can be generated
if such project is taken up as an
essential infrastructure.

Gadkari has informed that
his Ministry is doing water
conservation by using the
soil/murum from water bodies,
drains and rivers for construc-
tion of Highways. 

This synchronisation of
N.H. construction and water
conservation results not only in
increasing water storage capac-
ity but saving environment.
Initially this activity was done
on large scale in Buldhana dis-
trict as pilot project and hence
named as 'Buldhana pattern'.
With this activity in
Maharashtra, around 225 lakh
cubic meter of material from
water bodies, drains and rivers
has been used in Highway

works with a result of increase
of 22500 TCM (Thousand
Cubic Meter) of water storage
capacity at `No cost to State
Government'. This has charged
ground water table. Due to
deepening and training of river,
drains, etc, the floods have
reduced, which otherwise
spreads in nearby field due to
reduced discharge capacity of
rivers and drains. This con-
vergence has been appreciated
and accepted by NITI Aayog,
which is in the process of
forming policy based on this
work done.

The Minister further
informed that the Tamaswada
Pattern adopted in Wardha
and Nagpur districts is anoth-
er effort towards Rain Water
Harvesting, Conservation and
Ground Water Recharge. 

These works are done on
the basis of Scientific and
Complete Development of
Mini-Micro Watersheds based
on study of HydroGeology,
Topography and Civil
Engineering. Work is done
essentially in the direction
from Ridge to Valley.
Tamaswada Pattern is most
helpful to create augmented
Surface rain and Ground Water
storages. It creates Flood free as
well as Drought free situation
in treated Watershed. These
type of works are resulting in
Preservation and Conservation
of Traditional natural water
bodies.
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External Affairs Minister S
Jaishankar on Saturday said

peace and tranquillity along the
Line of Actual Control(LAC) is
"deeply disturbed" and this is
obviously impacting the over-
all relationship between India
and China.

Jaishankar made these
comments against the back-
drop of the over five-month-
long border standoff between
India and China in eastern
Ladakh where each side has

deployed over 50,000 troops.
The Sino-India boundary

question a very "complicated"
and difficult issue, he said at a
webinar on his book ‘The India
Way', giving a historical per-
spective to development of the
relationship between the two
neighbouring countries in the
last three decades.

The external affairs min-
ister said the relationship
between India and China,
which was "very difficult",
was normalised since late
1980s through a plethora of

initiatives like trade, travel,
tourism, and societal activities
on the premise of peace and

tranquilli-
ty  along
the bor-
der.

"It  is
not our
p o s i t i o n
that  we
s h o u l d
solve the
boundary
question.
We under-

stand that it is a very compli-
cated and difficult issue.
There have been many nego-

tiations at different lev-
els...That is a very high bar for
a relationship," Jaishankar
said.

"I am talking about a
much more basic bar which is
that there must be peace and
tranquillity along the LAC in
the border areas and that has
been the case since the late
1980s," he added.

"Now, if peace and tran-
quillity is deeply disturbed,
then obviously there will be
an impact on the relationship
and that is what we are see-

ing," he said referring to the
border situation in eastern
Ladakh.

Jaishankar said both
China and India are rising
and assuming "bigger" role in
the world, but the "big ques-
tion" is how the two countries
find an "equilibrium".

"That is the basic case I
addressed in my book," the
minister said, adding he com-
pleted the manuscript of the
book in April, before the bor-
der row erupted in eastern
Ladakh. 
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Vice President M Venkaiah
Naidu on Saturday called

for building a more equitable
society on International Day
for the Eradication of Poverty. 

The theme for the Day
this year addresses the chal-
lenge of achieving social and
environmental justice for all,

according to the United
Nations. 

"Today, let  us str ive
together for the uplift of the
downtrodden & build a more
equitable society. We need to
address the root cause of
poverty in all its dimensions,
be it economic, social, legal or 

environmental," the Vice
President Secretariat tweeted
quoting Naidu. 
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ASupreme Court lawyers'
body has condemned

Andhra Pradesh Chief Minister
YS Jagan Mohan Reddy's action
of writing a letter to Chief Justice
of India S A Bobde in which alle-
gations have been levelled against
a sitting judge of the top court. 

The Supreme Court Bar
Association (SCBA) said in its
resolution that “such action by
constitutional functionaries is
opposed to conventions causing
serious inroads impacting the
independence of the judiciary as
enshrined in the Constitution of
India”.  

The SCBA resolution was
passed days after another
lawyers' body, Supreme Court
A d v o c a t e s - o n - R e c o r d
Association (SCAORA), had
condemned the "unwarranted"
release of the letter written by
Reddy saying “it tends to scan-
dalise and breach the indepen-
dence of judiciary”. 

The resolution of SCBA said

that its executive committee, at
a meeting on October 16, strong-
ly condemned the action of the
chief minister of Andhra Pradesh
in releasing his letter to the
Chief Justice of India (CJI) mak-
ing allegations against the sitting
judge in the public domain. 

A similar resolution was
also passed earlier this week by
the Delhi High Court Bar
Association (DHCBA) stating
that the “ill-founded” letter
“unfairly and without reason
casts aspersions” on the conduct
of the apex court judge and
judges of the Andhra Pradesh
High Court. 

The DHCBA said the
October 6 letter is an abject and
uncalled for 

interference in the due
administration of justice by the
high court judges. 

In an unprecedented move,
the chief minister wrote the let-
ter to the CJI, alleging that the
Andhra Pradesh High Court was
being used to "destabilise and
topple my democratically elect-
ed Government.
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Madison: Rising coronavirus
cases in key presidential battle-
ground states a little more than
two weeks before Election Day
are the latest worry for election
officials and voters fearing chaos
or exposure to the virus at
polling places despite months of
planning.

The prospect of poll work-
ers backing out at the last minute
because they are infected, quar-
antined or scared of getting
sick has local election officials in
Midwest states such as Iowa and
Wisconsin opening more early
voting locations, recruiting back-
up workers and encouraging
voters to plan for long lines and
other inconveniences.

Confirmed virus cases and
deaths are on the rise in the
swing states of Iowa, Michigan,
Minnesota, Pennsylvania, Ohio
and Wisconsin.

Wisconsin broke records
this week for new coronavirus
cases, deaths and hospitalisa-
tions, leading to the opening of
a field hospital to handle
COVID-19 patients. Gov. Tony
Evers said he plans to activate
the Wisconsin National Guard
to fill any staffing shortages at
election sites.

While holding a competitive
presidential election during a
pandemic is “tricky business,”
the governor said, “People are
ready to have this election over,
and I think it will be a success-
ful election with very few hic-
cups.” 

In Iowa, Scott County
Auditor Roxanna Moritz opened
additional early voting sites in
and around Davenport, the
state’s third-largest city, to try to
reduce the number of people
casting ballots on Election Day
and to keep the virus from
spreading in large precincts.

“We have to remember that
there is this thing called
COVID,” Moritz said. “Our
numbers aren’t getting any bet-
ter. The more people I can get to
early vote, the better.” The pan-
demic’s recent trajectory close to
home has some voters recon-
sidering a lifetime habit of enter-
ing a voting booth on Election
Day.

Tim Tompkins, a welding
engineer in Iowa, took the day
off work to cast an early ballot
at the Bettendorf Community
Center. Tompkins, 62, said he
and his wife, Pat, were afraid of
coronavirus exposure in Election

Day crowds but determined to
vote, so they brought their own
sanitizer to the community cen-
ter Friday.

“We’d go through a vat of
boiling COVID to get the cur-
rent president out of office,”
Tompkins said.

In some states, voting early
still has carried health risks.
Voters in Georgia, Texas and
elsewhere encountered hours-
long lines that required congre-
gating with hundreds of other
people this week. In Georgia,
nearly a quarter of the workers
in a warehouse where Fulton
County’s election supplies are
kept and voting equipment is
readied tested positive for
COVID-19.

The positive test results for
13 of the preparation center’s 60
workers shouldn’t delay election
operations, county elections
director Rick Barron said.
Barron said Georgia’s most pop-
ulous county is working to hire
replacement staff and to imple-
ment additional safety mea-
sures, including daily rapid test-
ing.

Voters in several Midwest
states contested by U.S. President
Donald Trump and his

Democratic challenger, former
Vice President Joe Biden,
encountered lines when they
went to cast early ballots on
Friday. Some described the deci-
sion to vote this year as one that

required deliberation and even
courage.

Robert Baccus, 52, an inde-
pendent contractor from
Columbus, Ohio, was among
hundreds in line at the Franklin

County Board of Elections early
voting center. He said he does-
n’t trust voting by mail, so early
voting was his best option for
casting a ballot while trying to
safeguard his health. AP
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Washington: Joe Biden is warning Michigan
voters that President Donald Trump wants to
strip health insurance from tens of millions of
Americans with preexisting conditions.

Campaigning outside Detroit on Friday, the
Democratic nominee said Trump promises to
protect the insurance eligibility of all Americans
but in reality wants to scrap the 2010 Affordable
Care Act. 

That law for the first time set a federal
standard that requires insurers to offer health
insurance to customers regardless of their health
history.

Biden says Trump “can only see from his
penthouse” in Manhattan and doesn’t see
most Americans’ daily struggles. 

A 2017 study from the Department of
Health and Human Services found that as many
as 133 million Americans could be defined as
having a “preexisting” condition by the stan-
dards insurers used before the 2010 law.

Biden noted that the number could rise in
the wake of the pandemic.  AP

Macon: Former US president Barack Obama will
campaign for Democratic party presidential can-
didate Joe Biden in Pennsylvania next week, the
Biden campaign has said.

President Donald Trump, however, told his
supporters here that Obama was an “ineffective”
campaigner and this was good news for him as in
2016 “they did a lousy job and that’s why I’m your
president”. Biden, 77, was the vice president dur-
ing Obama’s two terms. While Obama has
endorsed Biden and his running mate Harris by
making online campaigns for them, this would be
the first time that the 59-year-old former president
would be campaigning in person.

Four years after he left the presidency, Obama
because of his oratory skills, still remains the biggest
crowd puller for the opposition Democratic
party. “On Wednesday, October 21, (former) pres-
ident Obama will travel to Philadelphia,
Pennsylvania, to campaign on behalf of Joe Biden
and Kamala Harris,” the Biden campaign said in
a statement on Friday afternoon. PTI 
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Baku (Azerbaijan): Azerbaijan
on Saturday accused Armenia
of striking its second-largest
city with a ballistic missile that
killed at least 13 civilians and
wounded 50 others in a new
escalation of their conflict over
Nagorno-Karabakh.

The Armenian Defence
Ministry denied launching the
strike, but the separatist author-
ities in Nagorno-Karabakh put
out a statement listing alleged
“legitimate” military facilities in
the city of Ganja, although
they stopped short of claiming
responsibility for the attack.

Azerbaijani officials said
the Soviet-made Scud missile
destroyed or damaged about 20
residential buildings in Ganja
overnight, and emergency
workers spent hours searching
in the rubble for victims and
survivors.

Scud missiles date back to
the 1960s and carry a big load
of explosives but are known for
their lack of precision.

In a televised address to the
nation, Azerbaijan’s president,

Ilham Aliyev, denounced the
missile strike as a war crime
and warned the leadership of
Armenia that it would face
responsibility for that.

“Azerbaijan will give its
response and it will do so
exclusively on the battlefield,”
Aliyev said.

While authorities in both
Azerbaijan and Armenia have
denied targeting civilians, res-
idential areas have increasing-
ly come under shelling amid
the hostilities that have raged
for three weeks despite Russia’s
attempt to broker a cease-fire.

Stepanakert, the regional
capital of Nagorno-Karabakh,
came under intense shelling
overnight, leaving three civil-
ians wounded, according to
separatist authorities. AP
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Auckland: New Zealand Prime
Minister Jacinda Ardern won a
second term in office on
Saturday in an election landslide
of historic proportions.

With most votes counted,
Ardern’s liberal Labour Party
was winning 49% of the vote
compared to 27% for its main
challenger, the conservative
National Party.

Labour was on target to win
an outright majority of the
seats in Parliament, something
that hasn’t happened since New
Zealand implemented a pro-
portional voting system 24 years
ago. Typically, parties must
form alliances to govern, but
this time Ardern and Labour
can go it alone.

In a victory speech in front
of hundreds of cheering sup-
porters in Auckland, Ardern
said her party had gotten more
support from New Zealanders
that at any time in at least 50
years.

“This has not been an ordi-
nary election, and it’s not an
ordinary time,” she said. “It’s
been full of uncertainty and
anxiety, and we set out to be an
antidote to that.” Ardern
promised not to take her new
supporters for granted and to

govern for all New Zealanders.
“We are living in an increas-

ingly polarized world, a place
where, more and more, people
have lost the ability to see one
another’s point of view,” she said.
“I think in this election, New
Zealanders have shown that
this is not who we are.” A
record number of voters cast
early ballots in the two weeks
leading up to the election.

On the campaign trail,
Ardern was greeted like a rock
star by people who crammed
into malls and spilled onto
streets to cheer her on and get
selfies with her.

Her popularity soared ear-
lier this year after she led a suc-
cessful effort to stamp out the
coronavirus. There is currently
no community spread of the
virus in the nation of 5 million
and people are no longer
required to wear masks or social
distance. AP
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Bangkok: Pro-democracy activists in Thailand
staged a fourth straight day of high-profile
protests in the capital on Saturday, thwarting efforts
by the authorities to stop them, including a shut-
down of the city’s mass transit systems.

Unlike protests a day earlier, which saw police
using water cannons to keep the protesters at bay,
Saturday’s demonstrations were peaceful, with no
reports of any clashes by the time participants
started heading home in the evening.

The protesters are calling for Prime Minister
Prayuth Chan-ocha to leave office, the constitu-
tion to be amended to make it more democratic

and the nation’s monarchy to undergo reform.
All stations of Bangkok’s elevated Skytrain

transit system were closed Saturday afternoon to
try to keep protesters from gathering. The under-
ground MRT system was also shut, and police
blocked off several roads.

Protesters met anyway as planned at the
Skytrain stations, where they held small impromp-
tu rallies, in effect establishing a temporary but active
presence across the city. AP
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Canadian Prime Minister
Justin Trudeau said Friday

his government will not stop
standing up for human rights in
China.

On Thursday, the Chinese
ambassador to Canada 
warned Ottawa against 
granting asylum to Hong 
Kong residents fleeing the situ-
ation. Cong Peiwu said if
Canada cares about 300,000
Canadian citizens in Hong
Kong — and Canadian compa-
nies doing business there — it
should support efforts to fight
what he called fight violent
crime.

“We will stand up loudly
and clearly for human rights,”
Trudeau said. “Whether it’s
talking about the situation faced
by the Uighurs, whether it’s talk-
ing about the very concerning
situation in Hong Kong,
whether it’s calling out China for
its coercive diplomacy.” 

Trudeau said Canada stands
with with allies around the
world and the United States, to
Australia, to Great Britain, to

European nations to many
nations around the world who
share these concerns.

Canada’s opposition
Conservative leader said the
Chinese ambassador should
apologize or be expelled from
Canada.

“The Chinese ambassador
has decided to engage in bel-
ligerent rhetoric unbecoming of
his office,” Conservative leader
Erin O’Toole said in a written
statement. 

“To be clear, this was a
threat to the 300,000 Canadians
in Hong Kong. And a barely
veiled one at that. It was of the
kind of tone and tenor one
would expect from someone
seeking protection money —
not someone who is the official
emissary of a member of the
United Nations Security The
government should also swift-
ly set up a “path” for political
refugees to come to Canada
from Hong Kong and impose
sanctions on Chinese officials
over the national security law,

O’Toole added.
Protests against the Hong

Kong and mainland Chinese
governments swelled last year,
and Beijing clamped down on
expressions of antigovernment
sentiment in the city with a new
national security law that took
effect June 30.

The law outlaws subversive,
secessionist, and terrorist activ-
ity, as well as collusion with for-
eign powers to interfere in the
city’s internal affairs. The U.S.,
Britain and Canada accuse
China of infringing on the city’s
freedoms.

Trudeau also said China 
is engaging in coercive 
diplomacy by imprisoning 
two Canadian men in retaliation
for the arrest of a Chinese
Huawei executive on an
American extradition warrant.
In December 2018, China
imprisoned two Canadian men,
Michael Kovrig and Michael
Spavor, and charged them with
undermining the country’s
national security. 
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Istanbul: Turkey’s president has
announced the discovery of an addi-
tional 85 billion cubic meters of nat-
ural gas reserves in the Black Sea.

Speaking aboard the drill ship
Fatih on Saturday, President Recep
Tayyip Erdogan said explorations in the
Tuna-1 well were complete after reach-
ing a depth of 4775 meters (5,222
yards).

In August, Turkey announced the
discovery 320 billion cubic meters of
natural gas reserves off the Black Sea
coast, which energy analysts consid-
ered notable but not large enough to
turn Turkey into a regional energy hub.

Ankara says it plans to extract and
use the gas by 2023, hoping to even-
tually decrease its dependence on
energy imports. Last year’s imports
totaled more than $41 billion.

Turkey has increased its mar-

itime search for hydrocarbon
resources, with several drill ships in
waters near the country. Its vessels in
the Eastern Mediterranean have been
at the heart of a dispute with neigh-
boring Greece over the delimitation of
continental shelves. 

“We will continue our search for
hydrocarbon resources in the Black Sea
and the Mediterranean,” Erdogan said. 

This week, Turkey redeployed its
survey ship Oruc Reis to disputed
waters in an area among Greek islands,
Cyprus and Turkey's southern coast.
Turkey pulled the vessel to shore last
month for maintenance and resupply,
saying the move would give diplomacy
a chance, but the military and diplomatic
spat continues. Erdogan warned that
Turkey would use diplomacy and “all its
might” to defend the energy rights for
Turkey and Turkish Cypriots. AP

Washington: A woman convicted of
fatally strangling a pregnant woman,
cutting her body open and kidnapping
her baby is scheduled to be the first
female inmate put to death by the US
government in more than six decades,
the Justice Department said Friday.

Lisa Montgomery is scheduled to
be executed by lethal injection on
December 8 at the Federal
Correctional Complex in Terre Haute,
Indiana. She would be the ninth 
federal inmate to put to death since 
the Justice Department resumed exe-
cutions in July after a nearly 20-year
hiatus.

Montgomery was convicted of
killing 23-year-old Bobbie Jo Stinnett
in the northwest Missouri town of
Skidmore in December 2004.

Montgomery drove from her
Kansas home to Stinnett’s house in

Skidmore under the guise of adopting
a rat terrier puppy, prosecutors said. 

When she arrived at the home,
Montgomery used a rope to strangle
Stinnett, who was eight months preg-
nant, but Stinnett was conscious and
trying to defend herself as Montgomery
used a kitchen knife to cut the baby girl
from the womb, authorities said.

Prosecutors said Montgomery
removed the baby from Stinnett’s body,
took the child with her, and attempt-
ed to pass the girl off as her own.

Montgomery’s lawyers argued
that she had been suffering from delu-
sions when she killed Stinnett, but a
jury rejected her defense. Her lawyers
had also argued that she was suffer-
ing from pseudocyesis, which causes
a woman to falsely believe she is preg-
nant and exhibit outward signs of
pregnancy. AP
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Paytm users will have to pay
a 2 per cent fee on the

amount added to their e-wal-
let using a credit card.

Until now, users had to
pay 2 per cent fee if they
loaded more than �10,000 in
their e-wallets via credit card in
a month.

A message saying
“Nominal charge of 2 per cent
is applicable on adding money
using credit card. Nominal fee
is applicable since we pay high
charges to your bank/payment
network when you add money
using a credit card. Please use
UPI or debit card to add money
for free” is displayed when
customers attempt to add
money to their Paytm wallet via
a credit card.

Paytm is also providing
an offer, wherein users will get
2 per cent cashback up to Rs
200 on adding minimum Rs 50
using credit card, as per the
message.

When contacted, a Paytm
Payments Bank spokesperson
said customers have the flexi-

bility to add money to their
Paytm wallet from any of their
preferred funding source,
including UPI, net banking
and cards. 

“The banks and credit card
companies charge a fee for
loading money into the Paytm
wallet from any of these
sources.

The 2 per cent charge is
passed on to customers, who
use credit cards for adding
funds to their wallet. For all
other sources, we will contin-
ue to absorb the cost of load-
ing money,” the spokesperson
said.

The spokesperson further
said the company has tem-
porarily waived the 5 per cent

charge that is levied on money
transfer from wallet to bank
accounts as a promotional offer
for the festive season. 

“The amount added in the
wallet can be used to transfer
money to another wallet or
bank account, to make pay-
ments to online and offline
merchants via QR codes, to
process bill payments, do
recharges and multiple other
forms of transactions. All such
transactions will also continue
to be free of cost for our cus-
tomers,” the spokesperson said.

In 2017, Paytm had intro-
duced a similar fee on amounts
added to wallet via credit cards,
but had rolled back the decision
after pressure from users.
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Genex Child Development
Programme, that works

on gender equality, on Saturday
said it will provide a fixed
deposit of �11,000 to every girl
child born in India, whose
parents register for the initia-
tive. 

Under the Genex Girl
Child Development
Programme, every girl born in
the country, whose parents
register for the same, will be
given �11,000 fixed deposit at
the time of birth. This is irre-
spective of the religion, social
status or geographical location
of the parents, Genex said in a
release.

This programme is open
to everyone in the entire coun-

try and it is free to avail the
benefits of this initiative, it said,
adding parents can register on
www.Genexchild.Com.

This initiative is designed
to empower the girl child with
her own money when she turns
18 and she would then have all
the right to use the same for her
education, business or marriage
wherever she deems fit. This is
just a step to make her feel
independent at the age of 18.
The aim is to make girls eco-
nomically strong and narrow
the age gap, Genex added.

Genex founder Pankaj
Gupta said, “We feel privileged
to be announcing the initiative
along with our 1,50,000 net-
work partners.  It is just a small
step towards making the next
generation an independent. 
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As much as �1.08 lakh crore
worth of loans under the

liquidity package for stressed
power distribution utilities have
been sanctioned so far, REC
said on Saturday.

In May, Finance Minister
Nirmala Sitharaman
announced �90,000 crore liq-
uidity infusion into cash-
strapped discoms, facing
demand slump due to the lock-
down to contain COVID-19.

This package was
later increased to �1.2 lakh
crore by the Ministry of Power.

“Till date, REC and PFC
(Power Finance Corporation)
have sanctioned �1.08 lakh
crore and released nearly

�30,000 crore to discoms under
the scheme,” REC said in a
statement.

The loans under the pack-
age will be co-funded by PFC
and REC in equal proportion.
The loans would be sanctioned
in two equal tranches.

REC also said it has sanc-
tioned � 2,790 crore to Jammu
Kashmir Power Corporation
Ltd (JKPCL) under the scheme.

The agreement was signed
between the Government of
Jammu & Kashmir, JKPCL,
REC and PFC.

Under the liquidity infu-
sion scheme of the Centre,
REC and PFC are extending
financial assistance at a con-
cessional rate of interest, it
added.

��	�� ��������	

HDFC Bank on Saturday
reported a 16 per cent

rise in its consolidated net
profit to �7,703 crore for the
second quarter ended on
September 30, 2020.

The private sector
lender had posted a consoli-
dated net profit of �6,638 crore
in the corresponding quarter a
year ago.

Total consolidated income
during the quarter under
review rose to �38,438.47 crore
from �36,130.96 crore in July-
September 2019, the bank said
in a release.

Consolidated advances
grew by 14.9 per cent to �10.89
lakh crore at the end of
September 2020 from �9.47
lakh crore a year earlier, HDFC
Bank said. 

On standalone basis,
HDFC Bank said after provid-
ing �2,597.2 crore for taxation,
it earned a net profit of �7,513.1
crore, an increase of 18.4 per
cent over the quarter ended
September 30, 2019.

Total income (stand-
alone) grew to �36,069.42 crore
in the second quarter of
FY2021 from �33,755 crore in
the year ago quarter.

“While the previous quar-
ter largely bore the burnt of the
COVID-19 pandemic, some
of the softness continued into
the current quarter leading to
lower retail loan origination,
use of debit and credit cards by
customers, efficiency in col-
lection efforts and waivers  of
certain fees.

As a result, fes/other
income were lower by approx-
imately �800 crore. 
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Apple is expected to witness 15 per cent iPhone
growth next fiscal year and the primary wave of

Apple 5G telephones has placed the ball in carriers
and builders court, research-driven US venture cap-
ital firm Loup Ventures has forecast.

“While we believe it will take carriers years to
build a compelling 5G infrastructure, Apple is ready
today with a lineup of phones that should enjoy a
three-year upgrade cycle, compared to a typical one-
year duration,” wrote Gene Munster and David
Stokman.

“Additionally, the company continues to advance
augmented reality. We see the combination of AR and
a 5G iPhone as the basis for why Apple is the best
way to invest in 5G”.

According to a report in DigiTimes, Apple
iPhone 12 series shipments are expected to reach as
many as 80 million units by the end of the year owing
to more affordable pricing strategy.

Shipments of the new iPhone lineup, including
the iPhone 12, iPhone 12 mini, iPhone 12 Pro and
iPhone 12 Pro Max, will at least top 70 million units
by the end 2020, with the possibility of hitting 80 mil-
lion barring a further escalation of the US-China
trade conflicts, it reported.

According to Munster and Stokman from Loup
Ventures, “We imagine the variety of iPhones which
are three years or older has elevated by 90 million
items over the previous year, which supplies a tail-
wind for iPhone demand within the coming year”.
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In a bid to encourage web check-in, airline
major IndiGo has introduced a service fee

for usage of check-in counters at the airports.
Accordingly, the fee has come into

effect from Saturday.
“We encourage all passengers to web

check-in as per the government directive,
using our website or mobile app. The check-
in fee at the airport counters is applicable on
all bookings made, starting from October
17,” the airline said in a statement.

The airline added that it is committed
to take all precautionary measures for a con-
tactless and hassle-free travel experience for
its passengers.
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First time since lockdown,
diesel sale in the country

has crossed over the pre-covid
level with the country’s most
widely consumed fuel witness-
ing a nine per cent year-on-year
growth in the first 15 days of
October. The surge in demand
after months of subdued sales
is the direct result of an
increase in the transport activ-
ities ahead of the festival sea-
son as consumers move out to
make those necessary pur-
chases. According to official
sources, during the first fort-
night of October, the sale of
diesel increased by nine per
cent (YoY) to reach a level of
2.65 million tonne. The growth
is even more significant at
close to 25 per cent in relation
to the previous month of
September.
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As part of reforms oriented
towards providing cleaner

auto fuels in the country, gov-
ernment will soon launch a
pilot on hydrogen CNG or
HCNG soon, a senior govern-
ment official said on Saturday.

Petroleum secretary Tarun
Kapoor said that a pilot project
on HCNG is being undertak-
en in Delhi soon that will
improve efficiency and reduce
emissions drastically.

Speaking the Inaugural
Session of ‘Alternative Fuel
Technology for Vehicles: A
Cure-all for Sustainable
Mobility’ organised by PHD
Chamber of Commerce and
Industry in association with
CSIDC, Government of
Chhattisgarh, Kapoor said.

India is becoming a leader
in CNG, there has been a sig-
nificant transition with the
need to move towards cleaner
fuels like CNG, ethanol,
biodiesel, and electric vehicles.

He said that we need to
ensure that CNG is available
and affordable ensuring that
vehicles are modelled to incor-
porate CNG smoothly.

Discussing city gas distri-
bution, he shared that there is
significant work happening
especially in the infrastruc-
ture so that CNG is seamless-
ly available. “We will be doing
a pilot project in Delhi on
HCNG that will improve effi-
ciency and reduce emissions
drastically,” the secretary said.

Talking about ethanol, he
mentioned that by the next
year, there would be a jump in
the ethanol production and
India is planning to introduce
E12 and E15 shortly.

Gradually, we will have
blended petrol all over the
country and moving to a high-
er percentage. We have to make
pure ethanol available that is
happening in several coun-
tries and, some countries also
have multi-fuel vehicles like
Brazil. There is a pilot project

which will be implemented
for pure ethanol that will take
place in Pune shortly, he said.

Kapoor deliberated about
the need to make biodiesel
affordable and freely available.
On the sector of compressed
biogas, he discussed that it’s an
area of focus as it’s important
for the agriculture sector and,
there is a huge source available
in the country. He also dis-
cussed the projects undertak-
en by the government for set-
ting up biogas plants that will
help in producing a large quan-
tity of biogas that will also flow
in the city gas distribution
network making it available
along with CNG.

On Electric Vehicles, the oil
marketing companies are avail-
able to facilitate and, we are
looking forward to better swap-
ping coming to the petrol sta-
tion, retail outlets, putting up
electric charging. We look for-
ward to work closely with the
industry so that we can go for-
ward, said Kapoor.

	����� ��������	

Low base, along with more
sustainable pent-up

demand, boosted domestic
passenger vehicles’ sales in
September on a year-on-year
basis.

According to industry data
released on Friday, a total of
2,72,027 passenger vehicles
were sold in the domestic mar-
ket, representing a rise of 26.45
per cent, against the 2,15,124
units off-take during the like
period of 2019.

The data released by the
Society of Indian Automobile
Manufacturers (SIAM) also
showed a sequential growth in
sales during September.

In August, the domestic
passenger vehicles’ sales had
risen by 14.16 per cent to
215,916 units from 1,89,129
units sold during the corre-
sponding month of the previ-
ous year.

Besides, the data showed
that car sales in the country
rose by 28.92 per cent to
163,981 units in September,
compared with 127,194 units
during the year-ago period.

As per SIAM, the data
does not include sales figures
from some key players such as
Tata Motors.

In terms of utility vehicles,
sales grew by 24.50 per cent to
96,633, while vans’ offtake went

up by 10.64 per cent to 11,413
units against the same month
a year ago.

However, three-wheeler
sales were 18,640 units in
September 2020 compared to
66,362 units on a y-o-y basis,
marking a decrease by (-) 71.91
per cent.

Additionally, two-wheeler
sales were 1,849,546 units in
September 2020, compared to
1,656,658 units, representing a
growth of 11.64 per cent.

On the second quarter
FY21 performace, SIAM data
showed that passenger vehicle
sales rose 17.02 per cent to
726,232 units from 620,620
units sold during the corre-
sponding month of the previ-
ous year. In contrast, com-
mercial vehicle sales stood at
133,524 units from 167,173
units showing a de-growth of
(-) 20.13 per cent.Similarly,
three-wheeler off-take
declined. The segment’s sales
decrease by (-) 74.63 per cent
to 45,902 units from 180,899
units.Two-wheeler sales seg-
ment, however, reported a mar-
ginal growth of 0.17 per cent to
4,690,565 units from 4,682,571
units.”In quarter-2 some seg-
ments have shown signs of
recovery. Passenger vehicles
and two-wheelers are positive,
although on a very low base of
previous year,” said SIAM
President Kenichi Ayukawa.

Jaipur: In order to fillip the
economic growth in the city,
Jaipur Development
Commissioner (JDC) Gaurav
Goyal announced that in the
meeting of PWC, for the first
time JDA has decided to devel-
op Agro-Warehousing Scheme
near Amber tehsil in Jaipur.

JDC said that in Zone 12
falling in village Akeda and
Maheshpura in Amber tehsil,
one lakh nineteen thousand
square meters of land has
been earmarked for the pro-
ject. 

In it, 33000 square meters
has been reserved to develop 18
big warehouse plots.

Balance of the land will
have facilities like Hotels,
Restaurants, Petrol Pumps,

Banks, Electric Sub-station,
Commercial Shops and estab-
lishments, weighbridges, and
automobile shops.

Speaking about its loca-
tional advantage JDC
informed, that the scheme is
situated on Jaipur-Sikar
National Highway Number 11
in the west direction on a 30
meters wide road that is just 2
kms before Tatiawas Toll Plaza.
From the highway, it is only 10
Kms away, 30 Kms from Jaipur
Airport, 20 kms from Jaipur
Railway Station and 10 Kms
from Vishwakarma Industrial
Area. 

JDA’s famous housing pro-
ject Anand Lok and Swapna
Lok are very near to the
upcoming project.
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On Saturday evening, Union
Minister of State for Road

Transport and Highways
General VK Singh inaugurat-
ed the free vehicle zone food
bazar in a ceremony at the
Rajnagar District Center
(RDC) developed by the
Ghaziabad Development
Authority (GDA) on the lines
of Gangtok, the capital of
Sikkim. 

Earlier, Singh also inaugu-
rated Divyang Park at
Indirarapuram and Nandi
Gaushala at Rajnagar
Extension. A cost of �10.89
crore has been incurred on
these three projects.

On this occasion, General
VK Singh said in a function
organised at RDC that we want
to make Ghaziabad a world
class city. GDA is playing an
important role in realizing this
dream. 
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They have been in rampaging
form with five straight wins but

Mumbai Indians can ill afford to be
complacent against a
Chris Gayle-inspired
Kings XI Punjab side
here on Sunday.

A win for Mumbai
Indians will virtually seal them a
spot in the play-offs while a loss for
KXIP could send them out of con-
tention.

Mumbai Indians have steam-
rolled opposition teams with an
explosive batting line-up comple-
mented by a lethal bowling attack

and the latest side to bear their
brunt were the Kolkata Knight

Riders who suffered an eight-
wicket defeat on Friday.

Tabble-toppers MI
boast of top batsmen such

as captain Rohit Sharma
(251 runs) and his
opening partner
Quinton de Kock
(269) and both are in

good touch, while the
middle-order is manned

by the likes of Suryakumar
Yadav (243 runs) and Ishan

Kishan (186 runs).
Rohit played second fiddle

to de Kock in MI’s win against
KKR, with the South African hitting

78 not out from 44 balls.
In the bowling front, pacers

Jasprit Bumrah and Trent Boult have
formed the most successful pair this
IPL with 12 wickets apiece from
eight matches so far. Spinner Rahul
Chahar chipped in against KKR with
two wickets for 18 runs.

On the other hand, KXIP are
languishing at the bottom of the
table despite having the top-two

leading run-getters of the tourna-
ment in skipper K L Rahul (387 runs
at a strike rate of 134.84) and his
opening partner, Mayank Agarwal
(337 runs).

KXIP’s problem has been that
their batting and bowling have not
fired in unison on most occasions

even though their
confidence has
been boosted by
the return of
Gayle.

The self-pro-
claimed Universe

Boss made his first appearance this
IPL with a bang, hitting a 45-ball 53,
a knock that was laced with five
sixes and a four in KXIP’s win over
Virat Kohli’s Royal Challengers
Bangalore.

A captivating duel may be in
store between Gayle on one side and
Bumrah and Boult on the other.

KXIP have other in-form bats-
men in Rahul and Agarwal, with
both or at least one of them scoring
big in almost every match.

But their bowling has been the
weakest link. Barring Mohammad
Shami and Ravi Bishnoi, none of the
bowlers have inspired confidence,
especially in the death overs.

Not being able to find the right
balance despite trying out many
options has also contributed to
KXIP’s rapid slide.
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AB de Villiers’ swashbuck-
ling 22-ball 55 fashioned
an incredible seven-wick-

et victory for Royal Challengers
Bangalore over Rajasthan Royals
on Saturday.

Chasing 178, De
Villiers smashed six sixes
to help RCB win the game
after all seemed lost for
them following the dismissal
of Virat Kohli with the team
struggling at 102 for three
in the 14th over.

The seasoned South
African launched into
Jaydev Unadkat for three
successive sixes in the 19th
over to swing the match in his
team’s favour. He finished the
game in style, hitting Jofra Archer
for a maximum with two balls
still to go.

RCB lost Aaron Finch (14)
after Australia’s limited overs
captain had hit two sixes.

Kohli and Devdutt Padikkal
stitched a 79-run partnership
for the second wicket but con-
sumed too many deliveries in
doing so, failing to keep pace with
the required run rate.

Kohli brought the team’s
hundred by lofting Rahul Tewatia
for a big six over long-on, but
Padikkal, while trying to break
the shackles after struggling his
way to 35 off 37 balls, got out
when his pull shot failed to clear
Ben Stokes in the deep.

And then came the big
wicket of Kohli, thanks to a bril-
liant piece of fielding by Tewatia,
who pulled off a catch inches
from the line at deep midwick-
et on the rebound after the
batsman whipped it off his
pads.

The ball travelled at a

great speed but Tewatia, coming
off a wicket in his previous ball,
balanced himself after nearly
falling over the line to complete
a fine catch.

Kohli made 43 off 32 balls
with the help of two sixes and a
four.

The required run rate rose
rapidly as RCB struggled to find
the big overs, but de Villiers had
other ideas.

Earlier, skipper Steve Smith’s
counterattacking 36-ball 57
guided Rajasthan to 177 for
six.

Smith struck six fours
and one maximum before

Chris Morris bowled a
brilliant final over, con-
ceding only four runs
while taking two wickets
to check RR from going
past 180.

Fas t - m e d iu m
bowler Morris fin-
ished with excellent
figures of 4/26 in
four overs.

Earlier batting
first, Rajasthan were off
to a brisk start as open-
er Robin Uthappa (41 off
22 ball) launched into
the RCB attack with a
flurry of fours and a six.

Back in his favoured
position alongside Ben
Stokes after another

change in the combination,
Uthappa saw his team play two
quiet overs before smashing
Washington Sundar for four
boundaries in the innings’ third
over.

Isuru Udana was pulled and
then lofted over long-on by
Uthappa for the day’s first maxi-
mum as RR raced to 38 for no loss
in four overs.

Morris gave RCB their first

breakthrough when he had the
subdued Stokes caught down the
leg side.

Uthappa scored two more
boundaries, off pacer Navdeep
Saini, before his slow sweep went
into the hands of the deep mid-
wicket fielder off the bowling of
leg-spinner Yuzvendra Chahal.

Sanju Samson got going with
a six that landed into the second

tier of the Dubai International
Cricket Stadium. But he also fell
to Chahal, taken at long-off by
Morris as RR slipped to 69 for
three after a good start.

On the lookout for quick
runs, Smith found an ally in Jos
Buttler and the two added 55 runs
while steadying the ship.

Buttler fell for a 24-ball 25,
but Smith continued to anchor

the RR innings.
Chahal, meanwhile, bowled

two front foot no balls which were
struck for boundaries by Smith,
giving his team 10 runs and two
additional deliveries.

After RR scored 19 runs in
the long 18th over bowled by
Chahal, Tewatia hit Udana for a
six and four to collect 15 from the
penultimate over. 
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Anew captain in
the saddle,

Kolkata Knight
Riders would look to
sort out their batting woes and
strive for consistency when
they face Sunrisers Hyderabad
in an intriguing mid-table clash
here on Sunday.

After a string of below par
performances, Dinesh Karthik
handed over the reins to his
deputy Eoin Morgan hours
before KKR’s match against
Mumbai Indians on Friday.
But the World Cup-winning
England captain’s campaign as
leader was off to a disappoint-
ing start with MI handing KKR
an eight-wicket mauling.

KKR are still in the top four
of IPL points table behind
Mumbai Indians, Delhi Capitals
and Royal Challengers
Bangalore with four wins and as
many defeats. But if the two-
time champions want to seal a
play-off spot, their batsmen
need to step up, shrug off their
inconsistencies and win match-
es for the team.

After a massive 82-run loss
to RCB, the KKR batsmen
failed yet again against MI
bowlers as they were reduced to
42 for 4 in the eighth over. Half
of KKR batsmen were gone for
61 in the 11th over. An 87-run
unbroken stand for the sixth
wicket between Morgan (39 not
out) and pacer Pat Cummins
(53 not out) took them to 148
for 5.

But MI needed just 16.5
overs to overhaul the target, los-
ing two wickets in the process.

At the top, Shubhman Gill
has failed to capitalise on his
starts, while Rahul Tripathi has
not gone past the 20-run mark
after his brilliant 81 against the
Chennai Super Kings.

Nitish Rana has been prof-
ligate and Karthik’s batting
slot has been experimented
with throughout the tourna-
ment. Andre Russell and
Morgan have also not been able
to make the kind of impact
expected from players of their
calibre.

The KKR bowlers did well
to fashion narrow victories
against Kings XI Punjab and

CSK, but leaked runs
against RCB and MI.
To add to their woes,
star spinner Sunil
Narine has been
reported for suspect

bowling action and he has
missed two matches since then.

The Sunrisers, who occupy
the fifth spot on the points table
with just three wins from eight
outings, are also struggling.
With the injuries ruling out
pace spearhead Bhuvneshwar
Kumar and all-rounder
Mitchell Marsh, the Orange
Army is facing a conundrum of
whether to strengthen their
batting or their bowling unit, a
fact that skipper David Warner
conceded.

The team heavily relies on
its batting unit, mainly on the
top four comprising Jonny
Bairstow, Warner, Manish
Pandey and Kane Williamson.

A cause of concern for the
Sunrisers is Rashid Khan’s form.
After returning impressive fig-
ures like 3/14, 0/12, 3/12, the
Afghan leg- spinner remained
ineffective in the team’s last two
losses. And skipper Warner
will desperately
hope that his star
spinner finds his
mojo back which
is imperative
for the
t e a m ’ s  
success.
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The much awaited domestic crick-
et season will start from January

1, BCCI president Sourav Ganguly
said on Saturday.

The BCCI Apex Council met on
Saturday evening and a good amount
of time was spent on discussing the
domestic calendar which had been
thrown in disarray by the surging
cases of Covid-19 in India.

“We have had extensive discus-
sions on domestic cricket and we have
tentatively decided to start the com-
petitions from January 1, 2021,”
Ganguly told PTI from Dubai.

When asked if it would be a cur-
tailed season or not, the former
Indian captain said the board won’t be
able to accommodate all domestic
tournaments for practical purposes.

“We will certainly have the full
fledged Ranji Trophy redball tourna-
ment. It will probably not be possible
to hold all tournaments,” Ganguly
said, hinting that BCCI is eyeing the
January-March window for Ranji
Trophy.

The BCCI president also assured
that the junior cricket and women’s
tournaments will be held between
March and April.

“We also have elaborate plans for

our age group and women’s cricket.
We will start with Ranji Trophy and
then we will also have the other
tournaments between March and
April,” he said.

He also informed that the Indian
team will be allowed to train in
Australia during their quarantine
phase.

“Cricket Australia has sent us an
itinerary and we discussed the modal-
ities of that itinerary. We will be play-
ing four Tests and that will end in
third week of January,” the BCCI pres-
ident said.

The Indian team is expected to
play three ODIs, three T20Is and four
Tests Down Under.

On the home series against
England, Ganguly said that the BCCI
is monitoring the situation and the
final itinerary will be prepared in due
time.

“The England series is good three
and a half to four months away. We
still have time. We are monitoring the
situation (Covid-19) which is pretty
fluid and will take a call accordingly,”
he said.

While hosting the series in India
(Ahmedabad, Kolkata and
Dharamsala being likely venues)
remains priority, the UAE is a second
option. 
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RCB skipper Virat Kohli on Saturday called AB
de Villiers the “most impactful player in IPL”

after the South African blasted a 22-ball 55 to set
up an incredible win against Rajasthan Royals.

“AB is always been someone who’s been ready
to look at the situation and adapt his game accord-
ingly. In my eyes he’s the most impactful player in
the IPL,” Kohli said during the post-match presen-
tation ceremony.

“If he goes, the opposition know they have a slim
chance and there’s a good reason for that. It’s pure-
ly because of the presence of someone like him that
teams feel we are never out of the game.”

“To be honest, you’re always tense in chase
because you’re not sure how many balls AB is going
to get. Credit to Gurkeerat as well, he stuck with AB,
got that important boundary. It doesn’t matter who
the bowler is, he does what he does.”

The seven-wicket victory takes RCB to 12 points
— same as table-toppers Mumbai Indians and Delhi
Capitals.

“The individuals are stepping up and we’ve been
done that all through the tournament, which is why
we have 12 points. Very happy right now because
after this we get three days off,” Kohli said.

Talking about his team, the Indian skipper said:
“Our game pattern is very clear. Young Dev
(Devdutt Padikkal) has batted beautifully, Finchy
(Aaron Finch) has played some impact innings. We
understand the dynamics and we’re sticking to our
plans. The bowling has really stepped up this sea-
son.

“(Chris) Morris has been brilliant, just that ener-
gy he brings. (Navdeep) Saini, Washy (Washington
Sundar) and Isuru (Udana) as well, the bowling has
come together well.”

De Villiers, who was adjudged the Man of the
Match for his blistering knock, said he was nervous
in the 19th over as he had to hit those big sixes to
get his team home.

“I didn’t hit even one of them (sixes) off the mid-

dle. When Unadkat was bowling, I was looking leg
side but to be honest I was nervous because I knew
I had to hit it well. Luckily I got a few away,” he said.

With four fifties, including a 33-ball 73 against
Kolkata Knight Riders, the former South African
skipper has been in rampaging form this IPL.

“I’m very very nervous and erratic (in chase)
and I get very stressed like any player. I want to per-
form for the team and show the owners I’m here
for a good reason. 

“Last game I didn’t perform my role as well as
I should have, but this time I did. It’s a cat and mouse
game, I always respect the bowlers. If they bowl well
to me, they’ll have the upper hand.”

RR captain Steve Smith was crestfallen after yet
another defeat, their sixth in nine games.

“Sure it is a hard pill to swallow. Just got AB’d
there. That’s two in a row we were in the box seat
to win but didn’t. Disappointing,” he said.

“I think it was a good score on a slow wicket.
I thought we built the pressure pretty well and it took
a pretty special innings to take RCB home.”
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Faf Du Plessis hit his fourth half-
century of the season before

Ambati Rayudu produced anoth-
er useful cameo as a collective bat-
ting effort propelled Chennai Super
Kings to 179 for four against Delhi
Capitals, here on Saturday.

Du Plessis (58) added 87 runs
with Shane Watson (36) after early
fall of Sam Curran (0), setting it up
nicely for the CSK.

Rayudu hit 45 off 25 balls
while Ravindra Jadeja hit four
sixes in his fiery 33-run knock as
CSK collected runs in the last three
overs. One of Jadeja’s sixes landed
on the road outside the stadium.

They added 50 runs in 3.3
overs during their unbeaten fifth
wicket partnership.

While Watson relied on safe
ground-strokes considering the
sluggish track Du Plessis did not
hesitate to improvise, playing a lot

of scoop shots. He pulled the
short ones with ease.

Young pacer Tushar
Deshpande bowled a tight line with

decent speed and was rewarded
when Curran, without measuring
the bowler, swung his arms but just
managed a top-edge that was

taken by Anrich Nortje (2/44).
The ball was stopping a bit on

the slow Sharjah wicket but after
four quiet overs, Du Plessis
creamed off 14 runs from Nortje’s
first over, hitting his compatriot for
a six and two fours.

Watson, using his experience,
got some quick runs by placing the
ball instead of going after the
bowlers. His handling of the both
pacers and spinners was sensible as
he kept the scoreboard moving.

Du Plessis completed his fifty
with a single of Nortje but Watson
was castled by the South African
in the next ball.

The Capitals batsmen did not
let off-spinner Ravichandran
Ashwin take advantage of the slow
surface, taking easy runs off him.

Rabada sent back Du Plessis
while Nortje got rid of rival skip-
per MS Dhoni (3) but Rayudu and
Jadeja helped the side reach a com-
petitive total. 
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