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�What is your role in the show?
The show represents three generations

— grandfather, father and son. I play
Pratap Ratan Bansal who is the eldest in the
family. He lives his life according to what he
thinks is right. He doesn’t belong to the era
where the father is not a friend but someone
who needed to be heard when he spoke
without being questioned. According to him
each relationship is defined and need not be
merged.
�What is the best thing about your
character?

It is his quirkiness that is interesting.
It is not as if he is in a foul mood all the
time. However, the other person may
think otherwise. He is a fun person to
be with. He has fun with this
grandson. But he has a grudge. He
wanted his grandson to be a cricketer
but he could be one. So, Bansal keeps
taunting him about this. But he loves
his family.
�Was it tough to go back to shooting
after the lockdown opened?

Yes, definitely. Before the show started
its shoot, we had a virtual meeting with a
doctor. He told us that while on the sets, we
must always think that the person in front
of us is asymptomatic. He told us that
despite all the precautions the production
house takes, we must not let our guard
down. But doing this was so tough and
scary. When we reached the set, the
normal was to hug and greet each other.
But on the first day, nobody exchanged
more than two lines. Each one of us was
scared that more conversation will mean
a hand on the shoulder and we had to
maintain distance. We avoided talking to
each other. It will take time to get things
back to normal.
�You have played the role of a father a
few times, how is this different?

The first thing is that I have never
played a father who is from the 40s and
the 50s. Till now, I had played the role
of a progressive father. Here I play a
traditional father which is interesting.
Also, the way I deliver the dialogues
is different, language here is different.
The character is Marwari. I don’t know
anything about the accent or how they
behave.
�You have been in the industry for over
two decades now. How have things
changed?

Back then there were fewer people in the
industry but we managed to get things done.
Now, there are a lot more people and jobs
are defined. Earlier, a verbal agreement was
enough. Now everything has to be done via
emails — it has become a corporate set-up

now. This could be because there is far
more work involved.
�Does this mean that competition

has increased?
Yes, there is competition. But it also

means that there is much more work in the
industry. Many youngsters now don’t have
to struggle for work. There is theatre, there
is TV, there is web and films that offer all
kinds of diverse work. There is no dearth
of work today. This means one gets to do
varied work. Even cinema has changed. This
is because the younger generation has
access to more information.
�You have done TV shows and films. How
are the two different when it comes to
acting?

There is no difference. For each
platform, be it theatre, TV or films, I have
always done my work honestly. The only

difference is that in cinema, one gets more
time to prepare for the character. The
director has time to pay attention to how the
character needs to go forward. In TV, this
is not possible since the director has little
time. So here, I have to be prepared 90 per
cent before I reach the set.
�How did your acting career begin?

It began with Marathi theatre. I met
Satish Kaushik and ended up doing more
theatre. In time, I ended up with a Marathi
serial. Since I didn’t have any Godfather my
previous work propelled me further.
Wherever I am today, is due to the people
I met in my work and I am grateful to them
for it.
�What are your future plans?

I am working on two shows. One, of
course, Tera Yaar Hoon Main and the other
is Mere Dad Ki Dulhan on Sony
Entertainment Television. In between, if I
get a film, I will do that as well. Also, I love
to work with newage directors. Working on
web series doesn’t involve too much time
since they are finite.

���������	
����
��������������������������������������
�����
������������ ���� ��
�����!������� 
��"�"� �# ���
�$�%��������%&������������������%�'��������������(��
���������
��������'�))��������'�%�*�(��&����+�*��

���������"������# "��	$�����%&'�%(%( ��������	
���

��	
����
�	��
�������
����
��	�����
����
*�+,��!��������!

������������ �����!����"���������#�����
$������!�����!��������%��!����������!&
����#�'��!�'��'��������	�!��(������
�����	
��� ���'�!� ��������#� ��'
����' ���)�!���*�+�������'�� � ���(���
�'�������,��(��!�(����,�����!�������#�'��!
�'�!����-��'����'������'%,��(�'���������'��*
���#����'���'�)�' �	-�.�,�#�����-����
!��(�(������������������#�!�����/���'�	�����0
���� ��'�(���(�������'������ -�!������� ��' 
�'������� ��	������������ �#�'���!
���'"���)��� �,�'-�+�'	�$�""����' �1�'���
2�' ��*�

�������$��������� ��"���������#����!�(�'
#�'	������!�(���������''���'����'������������
!��(�$������$�#����3�/�(�����' �!����!��
�������������	�'���#����'!�(����#������!�
�' ����������'*

�
���
�
���
�������� ��#����"����
����#���#���"!��'���'�(�/���'�	��' �!��
!�	!4�56��#�����	��' ������� ���
��!�7�'�����#	����!��!��(��'�����,�!��'*�+��

�'��������#���!����'�"�' ��' ��������
�!�������	�����' �������-�!�����!����'����
��!������'������#�*�6������������'�!��#�'	
���'�!�(�����!�����'���������!�!��(�!�'��
!�'��'���!�#	���,����������	*�6'�������#�'�
 �	!-�6�(�!���������'�����#�!������#����'"��
����(����!�����#�'�����'�����!��(*8

2����������(��������'�9���!��(�(����
�������!���������'�-����!�'����	��' ������'�!!
���	��'��!�'��'��(�' ��!*�

!�
���"�
�*�"+
�-���
��'	���3:!�(� ��	�������#� ���!�������

������'�!��(-���	���
����-���'��'��!����(�'
,��(��!:������!��	���,�,�'�������'���'������!
�' ��'�� ���!������������' ��	�!��������' 
�����+�'����;�#���' ���"�'�����#��������'��
�������������;�/��$��!�'� �,���	�:!
<�/�	�'����*�+���!��(���'��'��!�������'
�##�'!����,���' �!�������������!��'����'�
�' �,����!� ��,�'�!���	��'������������!
�'������'#�'������!!��������!��'�����#��	*�

+��"�'�������������������!�!����!!��'
����,�!��'��' �!����'���������������'���!�����-
$��!�'��3���� (�/�=��,��	�'�:!�����,� 

��' ���;�#��$��!�'���' �+���'�$��''��=
������������� �"�'��$��!�'� �,���	�-����
��' � �������������/���'�	�!�������!�����!��!
�' �������#���*

$��!�'��3���� (�/-��������"'�('��!
��' ���;�#��$��!�'��!�'�����!���������' ��
�����	���!�!���� �"�	����������!�������
/���'�	�!�����4�56���,����,� ����!��������������
!����'�������6� ��'����,�'���#�#����#	�����
�������+�'����;�#�*���' ���;�#��$��!�'���!
����������#�-��' �6��#�!����� ������6���,�
�� ������������'��	����� �����������
'���(����	�9�������!����;�#�*�+��!�!��(���!
��,�'�#���##�'!����,���' �!����������#
������'!-��' �����!��' �� ��������(��#�'�
�����'��(��'�������������!����� !��'
������'������!���,�����'����'�!�#��'�:!�����*
�����������'!��������������#�����"�'�������
��(�����!��(�#� �����#�!#������������ 
���#������(���� �����������#�!*��!��'������-���
�!������	���������'�*8

+���'-�(�����!����'����!�,��(!��'����
���!�'!�����' �����!����!!�������!�!��(-
!�� 4�5��'���#	����� ��� ������'�(-�6���,�
'�,�����#������!!���!��(�������!��������
��#��	��'������'����' ��������!�#����#������
�'�,����!*�+�'����;�#���!���!��(�����
��#������>�!������� ��'���(��������6' ��'
�������*�6'�#	���#��	�#	�!��%	���%�� �!�'
�' �#	�?�%	���%�� �������%�'%��(�(��������!
!��(���������*�+������������ �	��'	�!��(!
�������'����'��!���� �!��'������������!
��������*�+������������!���,�����'�!�
����������	��' ����,���	� �!��'� �������,�'��
������������"���##��(�����!�'�� �������!
�'�����!��(���!����'���,� *�+������������!
����!��(�������' � ��' ��'�9��������#�"�!
��#�!��' ������'��'	�!�������'*�+��!��!
�##�'!����� �(��"��' � � ������'��������!
 ����#�'� �����!����!!�������!�!��(*�

�����'���������������������'�����
(��"�'��(�����'���'�����-�$��!�'��!�� 4�56
�����;�#���' �$��!�'� �,���	�:!����������
������"����� �$��!�'���' ��� �#�*�;�#�
����������	�(��!���!�$��!�'� �,���	���' 
(��� � ���'	���'��������#*���-����
���#�!��	����(��'����!���(�����������!����
�����	��#�����'����������!��(*�������+���':!
����,����'�����!��(-�(��'�,������"� ����
���#�!��	*�6��(�!�������!�'��� �	��'�*8
�  �'���������-�+���'�!�� -�56�(�!�������� ���
����������������!�!��(��!�����!��������� �#	
���� ��� � ���#�������'����������������(��� 
���+�'����;�#�*�3������/��'�'������!��(-�6
�� �'���(����� ��'	�����������!� �!��' �6

�����������#�!�����$��!�'�:!�����'���'�#	
���!�� �	��������!����*�6���,�������	�!��'
����!�!�(�����,��!������!���'���� ��'������
��'�������' �$��!�'���!�������'�	��'����
���!����(������!*8

"
�!��(�!�
�"+�
���.��
2�,�'�������������!��!���#�'��!������(�

��,��!��'�� ���'���������" �('-����������'�
��!��,��!��!�'��!���,�'����(�����������
��!���,���'���	�����,��	�'�@���!��	���� ���'�
���!���#�-�(������(���������� ��' ��'�����!��,�
#�� �!���� �'����������������' *��6'����
!�#��(�	-���	�'��'��2��!��(����!������'��	
!��'��!�;�!�	���'������!&����������
���
 A
(������!�����!��'��'������!����' ���
;�,�,���-�#�!!�!����'���'�$��"��������B���

��/�*�+��������!!�!�	!�!�������!�'�!������
���������'���(�	����#�����������!��,����!��'
$��"���*�C�(�,��-�������������!��(
���������
���
 �' ���������#�'���(�%����
��'��!�������!��#�'�����' ����;�,�,�������
�����'�����������!!��������@���	�'��'��(���
���!��'����������'��B��������/���' � ��'�
������� ����'��� �'����'����������!��(!*

��##�'��'������������!�#����	�'��'�
2��!��!�� 4�5+����#���'��� ���'��B����
��/���'�$��"�����!�������	� ������'�*�+��
��!��,�����,����!��'#����� ��' ��,��	�'���!
������ ��	�������!��,�����,���*�6�#�!!����
'��!��������� ��"�D ��#!E��' �(����'��'�(
������!*�+��!��(����	����	�������!�����#�
(�����'��������!� ��������'����' ����'��,��	
!�'������'���'��$��"���@�+��!�	���-�6��#������'�
������!� ��!�6�(����'����������������� �����
�F<6B%

*��������������������!��������'
'�(-�6� ��'���(�'�������!"����,����'�
�!�������	�������!��������������'��!�������'
�!�#	�����'�!�����!�'��������>�'!��' �6� �
'���(�'�������!"�������������*�6'�����!��(����
�����'������"��!�����' �B�������/���' �!���!
#	�������#�'����'����' ����;�,�,�����' 
������#�!����������' ��!������	�#�"�'��#�
�����#����'�!������*�C�������	�'����	���-��	
�������!!�'�!�����)���B����-�6&�������������
��������@8


 � � � � $ � � �

��������	
�
�
	�������
	���
	���	�������	���	�

�	���
�	��	�����	
�����	��	����������	����	�����������	��	�
���	����	��	��
	���������	���	���
���������	����	 �����������	���
�	��	����	�����������	��	�
�
�
	���	�
�
�
��
	���	����	���	�
	���
�	��	������	��������
	��	��	�������	��	��
	��
	��	��
	����
���	
�������	�������
���	���	�����
��	���	�
��
��	���	��	���	��
	��
	�
�����������
	���	��

�����
	��	����	��	��
	�
�����	�	�������
�	��	����	�����������	��	���	���	��
	�
����	��	��
	������	���
�	��	��
	�����	��	����	�����	���	������
�	��
	����
��	��	��
	
�������
	������������	��	����
�
��	�����	���	������	��	�
���� 
�	�
���	���
�	!
��
��	��
	�����
�	���	�
"�
��
�	��	�
���
	���	�

�	����������
	�����
	��	������
	��
��
��
�	�����	��
	�
�����
	��	��
	����	��	���
����
�
��	�
���

�
��������	��	��
	����
���	�������
�	��	����	�
�����
��	#�
	�����
��	�������
��	
�����	���	��
	
����


	��	��
	$���

�	%����&�	����	���	�
	�
��	�
��������
	���	��
	����	��	�����	���
	�
	��
	���
����
��		��	��
	��������	'	�
����
�	���	�����	���	�
	���
	�
��������
	���	��
	����	��	�����	����
"�
��
�	���	�����
�	�������(�
���
�	�����
�	��	����	���
����
�
����

�������������������������

��� �!"��#��������
�$�%�	�!��$��&����
'�	�
�!�	(�)������
��*�+�,��		��
-���$��*�������%��*�-���
�
�����
��*�������
��.���*�����(�
+����*���)���������	�*�-���/�
0�����*��	)�$�-���$�*�&�)��
&��$���	���
�����
��
��
�1234

F
irst things first. Mirzapur has not
reformed itself from being
perhaps one of the most violent,

sleazy, abusive and yet unashamedly
luring. Season 2 is even more so, at
least in the first three mentioned traits. 

The disclaimer at the beginning
attempts to assuage your alarm by
saying totally fictitious and the like.
However, the knowledge of this sort
of a scenario being a reality in the cow
belt of the nation, the unabated
goondaism, the police criminal nexus,
the impunity and violence with which
criminals conduct their business
keeps you on the hook all through the
10 episodes of Season 2, which, by the
way, has set itself up for a third season.

Personally, I eschew and cringe at
pronounced screen violence and in
this one the bloodbaths are what
makes for the story. 

Mirzapur is India’s Game of

Thrones with just a tad less history to
it. The man who will be King of
Mirzapur has to be powerful, with no
chinks of vulnerability in his
demeanour. He should be able to kill
at will even if it is his favourite and
loyal servant for decades or his own
father! Corruption of the system
matches up with the corruption of the
mind, boy and soul of all its main
characters who have, come to think of
it, done a pretty good job if you hate
them all in equal measure.

Will not be able to call Mirzapur
riveting but yes it draws your blood
to your temples, makes you curdle in
fear and cringe in disgust with such
pointed venom and force that it
automatically qualifies for a binge
watch.

The end is predictable and similar
to the first season, the characters have
matured and the violence here prevails
only to push the story into a state of
no repair and the climax sets up the
window for the next season with the
polish of a veteran. 

Mirzapur will be watched in the
third season too. How watch-worthy
is such content can be a topic for
debate on another platform. 

Meanwhile waiting avidly for the
sequel of The Family Man.
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T
he thing about short films
is that they are fully
loaded second to second

to tell a story. In this format the
story has to be short but have
the potential of leaving a long
term impact.  Stunning climax,
an ending you may not have
fathomed, and every frame
meant to tell the story, or
should one say race to finish the
story because the director has
just 14 minutes to leave a nark
on you.

Laghushanka is of that

potent, telling and interesting
category. It deals with the issue
of bedwetting by an adult girl
who has a marriage staring
down her face, a hysterical
family and the prospect of it
coming out in the open in her
sasural.

The film has been treated
with a lot of acumen, tender
loving care and slick production
which keeps you hooked from
the beginning to the end.

It also delivers a powerful
message on human weakness
and ailments that are often
treated with insensitivity and
indifference.

This head turner film is
neither insensitive nor
indifferent to the issue it has at
and must watch.
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M
any of us over the last 27 years
would have tried to reach out
to a copy of A Suitable Boy

only to baulk at the sheer size of the
novel — 1349 pages. This
alone was a good enough for
a large number of people to
stay away from one of the
longest novels published in a
single volume.

But thanks to Mira Nair,
one can now find out why the
book had created quite a stir
when the book was out in
1993. The subject was enough
to make it the talk of the town
— a mother’s quest to look for
a suitable boy for her youngest
daughter.

Even though there are a few
misrepresentations of how women
behaved back then and what they wore,
one can give them a miss and instead
concentrate on how Nair has brought
the 1951s era alive once again on the
screen. The six-episode limited series
takes one on a journey on what it was
like to live in a post-Independent India.
A few clippings give us a sneak peek
of what it was like when people voted
for the very first time. But the mini-
series and the book is not about post-
Independent India but the lives of
people in that time and how a mother

goes about choosing a husband for her
daughter and rejecting many because
they are — of course — not suitable.
A mother knows best the adage which
comes across loud and clear.

Despite the fact that Tanya
Maniktala’s character keeps smiling
even though there is an internal
turmoil, she does a great job as the
daughter who has to do the choosing.
Tabu, Ishaan Khatter and Ram Kapoor

do a brilliant job in supporting roles.
In fact, they are the backbone of this
mini-series.  

While many may not agree with
the whole concept with a mother
looking for a suitable boy given that we
are living in the 21 st Century. But the
truth remains that arranged marriages
and a parent choosing husband/wife
is not such an alien concept even today.

Overall, the mini-series is
entertaining and keeps you glued
wanting to know what comes next and
who is finally the suitable one.
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M
any of us have either seen or
read Rebecca by Daphne du
Maurier. Hence, there are no

surprises when it comes to the climax
or what is to come next. What is
different here than the 1940
psychological thriller directed by Alfred
Hitchcock is of course the way the two
films have dealt with the same story.
Then there is the whole black and white
as opposed to colour. The chilliness and
the cold reserve that played out so
brilliantly in the Hitchcock version is
totally missing here. There is Laurence
Olivier and Joan Fontaine as opposed
to Lily James and Armie Hammer.

This Rebecca leaves you cold,
unmoved and somewhat disconnected.
Though it is never right nor fair to
compare two movies with the same
story as a viewer it is difficult to look
at this film without doing the
unforgivable. However, for those who
have not seen the Hitchcock version, it
will be a treat to watch the book come
alive.

While there is no way one can even
compare Laurence Olivier and Joan
Fontaine characters to Lily James and
Armie Hammer’s, the latter manage to
hold their ground well. James, who has
done movies like Mama Mia, Here We
Go Again! and Cinderella, plays Mrs de
Winter well. But instead of coming off
as somebody who is naïve and innocent,
she comes across as a person who is
more curious and we know where that
leads. Still one can’t ignore her
performance here which is delivered
well. One however, finds it difficult to
understand what her motive is especially
when she realises that her husband did
kill albeit an accident and covered it up
— is it because she realises that she is
the only woman her husband loved or
it is something entirely different? This
Rebecca leaves the viewer to interpret the
last look of the second Mrs de Winter.

A movie to watch if not seen
Hitchcock’s version.
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T
here is something so sweet
and cute about watching
animation especially if it is a

fairy tale. There is a reason why
even adults love watching them.

The whole idea of seeing a kid
believe in fairy tales and living it,
makes us relive the same and take
us back to times when we were kids
and believed in Santa Claus and the
idea of an old lady who lives on the
Moon and keeps herself busy by
spinning. But as adults, we do
know that the dark patches on this
natural satellite are actually deep
craters on its surface.

Over The Moon, is one such
sweet fairy tale even though it does
borrow a lot from Disney — a
castle, a princess, a side kick and
neon colours that covers the entire
canvas. But then Disney is the
benchmark when it comes to
animation and it is no wonder that
the makers would want to be as
close as they can get to perfection.

This lunar adventure has

magical locations, fantastic
animation, good music and sweet
characters. The stark contrast
when the protagonist lands on
Moon, makes one feel a bit
disconcerting but the vibrancy
and positive life lesson — family is
what matters the most — makes
this a must watch especially if one
has kids.
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In a move that would go a
long way in the conservation

of snow leopards and prevent
land degradation of the
Himalayan ecosystem inhabit-
ed by a large number of locals,
India has identified three sets
of landscape — Hemis-Spiti
across Ladakh and Himachal
Pradesh, Nanda Devi-Gangotri
in Uttarakhand and
Khangchendzonga-Tawang
across Sikkim and Arunachal
Pradesh — for the restoration
of the flagship species in the
high-altitude region.

“The Government is com-
mitted to landscape restoration

for snow leopard habitat con-
servation and is implementing
participatory landscape-based
management plans involving
local stakeholders,” Union
Minister of State for
Environment Babul Supriyo
said on Friday on the eve of the
International Snow Leopard
Day 2020 on Saturday. He list-
ed out the three landscapes.

The iconic big cats’ con-
servation status improved from
“endangered” to “vulnerable” in
2017, as the Centre has been
conserving the snow leopard
and its habitat through the
Project Snow Leopard (PSL),
which was launched in 2009.

According to an estimate,

there are around 7,000 leop-
ards, found in 12 countries —
India, Nepal, Bhutan, China,
Mongolia, Russia, Pakistan,

Afghanistan, Kyrgyzstan,
Kazakhstan, Tajikistan and
Uzbekistan.

In India, the geographical

range of snow leopards encom-
passes a large part of the west-
ern Himalayas including
Jammu and Kashmir, Himachal
Pradesh, Uttarakhand, Sikkim
and Arunachal Pradesh. 

The landscape, covering
around 47,000 sq km, has at
least five national parks where
wild animals including snow
leopards can be 
spotted.

Hemis National Park is
situated in the eastern Ladakh
region of Jammu & Kashmir
while the Great Himalayan
National Park, one of the nat-
ural world heritage sites, is in
Himachal Pradesh’s Kullu
region.
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Delhi’s air quality remained
in the ‘very poor’ catego-

ry on Saturday with the Air
Quality Index recorded at 347.

The Ministry of Earth
Sciences’ air quality monitor,
System of Air Quality and
Weather Forecasting and
Research (SAFAR), said that
some locations entered ‘severe’
zone but that will be short lived
as winds are expected to
increase slightly.

Some areas like Mundka,
Wazirpur and Alipur recorded
‘severe’ levels of air pollution,
authorities said. It said the air
quality could improve on
October 26. 

“The overall Delhi’s Air
Quality Index (AQI) is in the
very poor category with few
Delhi locations entering at
higher zone but that will be
short lived,” it said.  
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Aiming to provide relief to
taxpayers facing con-

straints due to Covid-19, the
Income Tax Department on
Saturday yet again extended the
deadline for individual tax-
payers for filing their returns
for Financial Year 2019-20
(assessment year 2020-21) by a
month till December 31.

For those taxpayers whose
accounts need to be audited,
the Income-Tax Return filing
deadline has been extended by
two months till January 31,
2021.

The Government had in
May extended the date for fil-
ing ITR for FY2019-20 from
July 31 to November 30, to give

compliance relief to taxpayers.
In a statement, the Central

Board of Direct Taxes (CBDT)
said, “The due date for fur-
nishing of Income Tax Returns
for the taxpayers [for whom the
due date (i.e. before the exten-
sion by the said notification) as
per the Act was July 31, 2020]
has been extended to
December 31, 2020.”

The due date for furnishing

of ITR for the taxpayers, who
are required to get their
accounts audited (for whom
the due date as per the I-T Act
is October 31, 2020), has been
extended to January 31, 2021,
it added. 

The CBDT said the dead-
lines have been extended in
order to “provide more time to
taxpayers for furnishing of
Income Tax Returns”.

'���� .�I�B��C6

In line with the Supreme
Court’s directions in view of

the festival season and the
Covid-19 pandemic, the Centre
has finalised a scheme for
grant of ex-gratia payment of
the difference between com-
pound interest and simple
interest for six months of loans
up to �2 crore. 

The move will cost the
State exchequer `6,500 crore.
The Supreme Court had direct-
ed the Centre to implement
such a scheme “as soon as pos-
sible”.

As per the operational
guidelines issued by
Department of Financial
Services, the scheme can be

availed by borrowers in speci-
fied loan accounts for a period
from March 1 to August 31,
2020.

“Borrowers who have loan
accounts having sanctioned
limits and outstanding amount
of not exceeding �2 crore
(aggregate of all facilities with
lending institutions) as on
February 29 shall be eligible for
the scheme,” it said.

Housing loan, education
loans, credit card dues, auto
loans, MSME loans, consumer
durable loans and consumption
loans are covered under the
scheme.

As per the scheme, the
lending institutions shall cred-
it the difference between com-
pound interest and simple

interest with regard to the eli-
gible borrowers in respective
accounts for the said period
irrespective of whether the
borrower fully or partially
availed the moratorium on
repayment of loan announced
by the RBI on March 27, 2020.

The scheme is applicable
on those who have not availed
the moratorium scheme and
continued with the repayment
of loans.

The lending institutions
after crediting the amount will
claim the reimbursement from
the Central Government.

According to sources, the
Government will have to shell
out �6,500 crore for the imple-
mentation of the 
scheme.

'���� .�I�B��C6

Coronavirus continues to
hit the BJP in Bihar, the lat-

est being the party’s election
campaign incharge and former
Maharashtra Chief Minister
Devendra Fadnavis.

Making it public, Fadnavis
tweeted on Saturday, “I have
been working every single day
since the lockdown but now it
seems that God wants me to
stop for a while and take a
break! I have tested #COVID19
positive and in isolation. Taking
all medication & treatment as
per the advice of the doctors.”

“Those who have come in
contact with me are advised to
get Covid-19 tests done. Take
care, everyone!” another tweet
read. 

Fadnavis, who is also the
leader of Opposition in the
Maharashtra Assembly, was
appointed as the BJP incharge
for Bihar elections last month.
Prime Minister Narendra Modi
had on Friday during his rallies

in the State termed it as the first
major election in the world
amid the corona pandemic”.

Before Fadnavis, Bihar’s
Deputy Chief Minister Sushil

Kumar Modi and former
Union Minister and star cam-
paigner Shahnawaz Hussain
had on Thursday announced
about having tested positive.

The instances of BJP lead-
ers testing positive coinciden-
tally continue to come when
their party in its poll manifesto
has promised to provide free
vaccination to the State’s resi-
dents triggering a major row.
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Already suffering from the
Covid-19-induced mis-

eries, the “aam aadmi” is find-
ing it tough to manage his
household affairs with his
kitchen budget having doubled
or tripled due to soaring prices
of vegetables, pulses and even
wheat flour (atta). As if the wip-
ing out of the annual festivities
due to coronavirus wasn’t
enough, the price rise has only
added to the dampening of the
festive spirits.

The kitchen staples are
burning a hole in the common
man’s pocket. Prices of vegeta-
bles are already high as onions
cost �80-100 a kg, potatoes �
50-60 a kg and tomatoes �60-
70 a kg while the retail prices
of pulses have recently regis-
tered a steep hike. There has
been a sharp increase in prices
of most pulses including tur
(arhar), moong, masoor and
urad that have crossed the
�100 per kg mark in most cities

across India.
Interestingly, a significant

population avoids consuming
onions during the “navratra”
period (for nine days) but
despite the lower consumption
the prices continue to be very
high due to shortage of supply.

Officials of the Agriculture
Ministry said potato prices too
have surged more than 62 per
cent since May as production
fell in key growing States and
demand soared amid the
Covid-19 pandemic. Traders in
Uttar Pradesh, the largest pota-
to producer in the country, said
prices will remain on these
lines at least till March.

As for onions, according to
Rajendra Sharma, a wholesale
supplier of the bulb at Asia’s
biggest vegetable and fruits
market Azadpur, the supply has
reduced from Maharashtra and
Karnataka due to its shortage.
“Of the 28 lakh tonnes stored
in Maharashtra, around 10-11
lakh tonnes remain now. The
yearly consumption of onions

in India is slated to be 160 lakh
tonnes with Maharashtra alone
consuming around 4,000-6,000
tonnes per day,” he said.

“The heavy rain in
September not only destroyed
the new crop in Karnataka but
also took a toll on stored
onions in States like Madhya
Pradesh and Gujarat. Farmers
in Maharashtra alone had mar-
ketable onions, having stored
the 28 lakh tonnes at the start

of summer,” he 
added.

The Ministry of Consumer
Affairs has imposed a stock
limit of two tonnes on retailers
and 25 tonnes for wholesalers
till December 31. The Ministry
has also supplied 35,000 met-
ric tonnes of onion to States
and Union Territories to main-
tain certain stability in prices.

The national acreage for
rabi onions last season was 10

lakh hectares as against 7 lakh
hectares of 2018-19. But the
additional wastage has con-
strained supply. There are three
main onion crops — kharif
(June-July sowing, post-
October harvest), late kharif
(September sowing, post-
December harvest), and rabi
(December-January sowing,
post-March harvest). The rabi
crop has the least moisture con-
tent, making it amenable to

storage.
Given the steep hike in the

onion price, the Telangana
Government on Saturday
decided to sell the edible bulb
at �35 per kilo at the
Government-run “Rythu
Bazaars”. Two kilos of onions
would be sold per person and
the consumers have to show
any identity card.

According to Suresh
Agarwal, All India Dal Miller
Association, there is a shortage
of pulses in the country as
farmers have switched over
from pulses to wheat and soy-
abean since 2018. Besides, the
Government policies also led to
this situation.

Most pulses come to India
from South African countries,
Canada and Myanmar. India
had imported 3.17 MT of puls-
es in 2014. This rose to 5.8 MT
in 2016. It further rose to 6.6
MT in 2017, followed by 5.6
MT in 2018. In 2018-19
though, the imports reduced to
2.527 MT.
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With increased recoveries
and reduction in number

of fresh cases the recovery
percentage of Covid-19 in
Uttarakhand crossed 90 per-
cent mark on Saturday. The
authorities discharged 451
patients of the disease on the
day after their recovery fol-
lowing which the recovery per-
cent became 90.05 percent in
the state. Meanwhile 359 fresh

cases of the disease were
reported on Saturday which
increased the tally of the
patients of the disease to 60155.
The department also reported
deaths of five patients on the
day after which the death toll
mounted to 984 in the state.

One patient of Covid-19
each was reported dead from
All India Institute of Medical
Sciences (AIIMS) Rishikesh,
Himalayan hospital, Dehradun,
Mahant Indiresh hospital,
Dehradun, HNB Base hospital
Srinagar and Vinay Vishal
Health care hospital, Haridwar. 

The authorities reported
90 fresh cases of the disease
from Dehradun, 63 from
Haridwar, 48 from Nainital, 31
from Chamoli, 24 from Pauri,
20 from Uttarkashi, 18 each
from Udham Singh Nagar and

Almora, 13 from Pithoragarh
and Rudraprayag, 12 from
Bageshwar, seven from Tehri
and two from Champawat on
Saturday. Out of the 451
patients discharged on Saturday,
196 are from Dehradun, 98 are
from Haridwar and 35 from
Tehri. The state now has 4542
active patients of the disease.
Dehradun district with 1115
active cases is at top of table
while Nainital with 564 cases is
now at second spot. Haridwar
has 551, Pauri 462, Udham
Singh Nagar 352, Uttarkashi
261, Chamoli 250, Rudraprayag
202, Tehri 200, Pithoragarh
181, Almora 142 and
Champawat 139 active cases of
the disease. With 123 active
cases of Covid-19, Bageshwar is
at the bottom of the table of
active cases in Uttarakhand.
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With an objective of vacci-
nation of the health

workers and the health service
providers with Covid-19 vac-
cine, the state health depart-
ment has initiated a drive to
prepare a database of these
workers. For preparation of this
database, task forces at block
and district levels would be set
up. Informing about the plan to
vaccinate the health workers in
the first phase of vaccination
when it is finally available, the

Secretary health Amit Singh
Negi that training of the task
force would be provided so that
the work on preparation of
database is expedited at a fast
pace.

On Saturday the health
secretary chaired a meeting of
senior officials of the health
department and discussed the
process of preparing the data-
base. In the meeting the district
magistrates, CDOs and the
chief medical officers (CMO)
of all the districts attended the
meeting via video conferenc-
ing. Addressing the meeting the
health secretary elaborated on
different categories of the
health workers and health ser-
vice providers. Negi directed
the state immunisation officer
Dr K S Martolia to coordinate
with districts for preparation
for database and directed that
help of organisations Indian

Medical Association (IMA)
should be taken in this regard.

The health secretary said
that as per the guidelines of the
union government the Covid-
19 vaccine when available
would be administered in the
health workers in the first
phase. The mission director
NHM would be the nodal offi-
cer for the vaccination pro-
gramme and the state immu-
nisation officer would be coor-
dinator of the 
programme.

The meeting was attended
by secretary in charge Pankaj
Kumar Pandey, Director
General (DG) of state health
services, Dr Amita Upreti,
Mission Director of National
Health Mission (NHM),
Sonika, Additional Mission
Director, Dr Abhishek Tripathi,
state immunisation officer, Dr
K S Martolia.
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The doctors of the All India
Institute of Medical

Sciences (AIIMS) Rishikesh
have claimed that 68 patients of
Covid-19 admitted in the insti-
tute who were more than sev-
enty years old have recovered
from the disease. The institute
has so far treated and cured
more than 1600 Covid-19
patients.

The Dean of Hospital

Administration, AIIMS- R,
Professor U B Mishra said that
the patients ranging from a 90
year old woman to a one day
old newborn have so far been
cured of Covid-19 in the insti-
tute.

Informing about 90 year
old Molly Devi of Mooladhar
village, Kirtinagar, Tehri
Garhwal, Mishra said that the
old lady was admitted on
September 8 after testing pos-
itive for Covid-19.  “She was an
asthma patient and after getting
infected by Covid-19 she was
having problems in breathing.
She was discharged on
September 25 after being in
hospital for 17 days,’’ he said.
Mishra added that so far 170
Covid-19 patients between the
ages of 60 and 70 have also
gone home from AIIMS with
health benefits.

 !""������
��
�#���������$�%��
���&''(�)�

���"�	���	�
���������
+�) ���)���
�����������
���)�� )���
���/���

"��+�*
�������

Rewind to 2003. I was meet-
ing the secretary in-charge

of Irrigation in Uttarakhand,
with a request to save the
canals of the Doon Valley,
when they were being covered
for road widening. “You asked

for the state, you
asked for the capital!
These things will
continue to happen
now,” was his nippy
and dismissive
response. Seventeen
years since then, I
have still been won-
dering, “Did we real-
ly ask for this mind-
less destruction?”

By now, thanks
to the infantile wail-
ing of some Doon
Valley citizens like
me, most of us are
aware that the felling
of ten thousand trees
is proposed in

Dehradun’s Shivalik Elephant
Reserve in the forests of Thano,
for the expansion of the
Dehradun airport at Jolly
Grant. For those who have
flown into Dehradun, or even
climbed up to Thano Top, a
cursory aerial view reveals
enough evidence that the air-
port has already caused
immense damage to the Rajaji
Tiger Reserve and the forests of
Thano. Is it not poetic justice
that Dehradun as a destination
is coded by the airport author-
ities as DED? Might as well add
an A to it and call it dead!

A couple of years ago, I
happened to be in a meeting
where the Chief Minister of
Uttarakhand was addressing a
group of tourism stakeholders
and senior officials of the state,
when the Union Civil Aviation
and Tourism Minister walked
in. After the usual exchange of
pleasantries, the then state sec-
retary in-charge for Civil
Aviation began to impress
upon the visiting central min-
ister, the need for Dehradun
airport’s expansion so that the
state could earn revenues by

providing night landing and
parking of aircraft that find it
difficult to land in New Delhi
due to traffic congestion. The
union minister politely punc-
tured the argument saying that
India’s biggest international
airport was already coming
up at Jewar in Greater Noida,
and there was little opportuni-
ty for Uttarakhand in this
regard, even if night landing
facility was added or expansion
undertaken at Jolly Grant.

But, as they say, where fate
shuts one door, callous offi-
cialdom backed by an unimag-
inative political class and their
nexus with the construction
lobby, opens another. Officials
are now threatening to send us
to the border, to face a Chinese
build-up, for daring to oppose
the felling of these trees. The
new fig leaf is national securi-
ty. What they do not mention
is that the government’s track
record in maintaining and
operating the really logistical-
ly significant airstrips in
Uttarakhand -- Gauchar and
Pithoragarh, has been nothing
short of dismal. One also fails
to understand what strategic
advantage a commercial
airstrip could offer when the
wholly equipped Sarsawa
Airbase is just a few flying min-
utes away. Moreover, today’s
fighter aircraft are taking off
from ever shorter airstrips,
even express highways. Clearly,
there is more to this expansion,
ostensibly for Airbus flights,
than meets the eye.The mystery
deepens when we realise that
the new expressway from New
Delhi has already reduced the
driving time to the valley to
about 3.5 hours.

I have no argument against
connectivity and the tourism
dividends a big airport can

yield. But Uttarakhand is
becoming a classic case of
creating a spectacle by
setting one’s own house on
fire. We are creating
tourism infrastructure by
destroying the very expe-
rience a visitor seeks – the
experience of free roam-
ing wildlife, green spaces
and f lowing rivers.
Unfortunately, rather than
focusing on pilgrimage
values, that our state was
once known for, and
bringing them into
tourism, we are trying
our best to do exactly the
opposite – corrupting pil-
grimage with values of
pleasure-seeking tourism.
I don’t visualise hordes of
international tourists lin-
ing up to see our spanking
new, large airport. Do
you? Anyways, in the age
of Corona, air-travel is
already stigmatised as the
biggest virus vector.
People are increasingly
wary of air-travel, and
here we are, foolishly
expanding our capacities
for benefitting a privi-
leged few, in the process
destroying our only hope
for clean, breathable air. In
a country where air pol-
lution has emphatically
emerged as the number one
killer, much bigger than
Corona or any other virus,
this is as stupid a crime as any.

I was in Bengaluru early
this year for a conference on
water, and we were taken on a
field visit to several lakes
around Devanahalli that have
been contaminated by the pol-
lution caused by their new
and expanded international
airport. In Dehradun’s case, the
expansion will bring the airport

right next to the Song river, a
major feeder for Ganga down-
stream before Haridwar. Can
we then prevent the Ganga
from getting contaminated?
By expanding the airport near
the river, are we not jeopardis-
ing the nation’s water security?

Leaving this entire devel-
opment debate aside, what
really takes the cake is the cal-
lous attitude of the officials in
conducting the Environment
Impact Assessment for the
expansion. If the forest officials

consulted, as the National
Airports’ Authority report
states, could not find any
Schedule-I species in an
Elephant Reserve, they need to
be sacked and sent back to
school.Even a child knows that
elephant and leopard, for that
matter even Hill Mynahs and
Hornbills, are a part of
Schedule-I, and an integral
part of the forest proposed to
be destroyed. That we are sys-
tematically eating into their
habitats and forcing them into

extinction is also common
knowledge.  

But the destruction of the
Thano forest is not the only evil
gift we are getting this Diwali.
Another ten thousand or more
trees are up for chopping for
the widening of the Mohand
highway. This is a newer pro-
ject and the files seem to be
moving even faster on this
one, between Dehradun and
New Delhi. In the face of such
mindless destruction in the
name of progress, I can only

recall Edward Abbey’s words,
“Growth for the sake of growth
is the ideology of a cancer cell.”

Only pressure from the
citizens can stop this horrific
destruction from unfolding
before our eyes. Stand up and
be counted, before the JCBs
drive in.

(The writer is an anthro-
pologist, author, traveler &
activist who also runs a public
walking group called Been
There, Doon That?)   
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Amid speculations that
heavyweight cabinet min-

ister Harak Singh Rawat could
join the Aam Aadmi Party
(AAP), the Uttarakhand unit of
the party has clarified that
Rawat is not in touch with any
leader of the state unit of AAP.
Addressing the media persons
here on Saturday, the
spokesperson of the AAP,
Naveen Peershali said that the
recent statement of Harak
Singh Rawat that he would not
contest the next assembly elec-
tion is an internal matter of BJP
and Rawat has made no contact
with any state level leader of
AAP. The spokesperson how-

ever added that he is not aware
of any parleys Rawat could have
had with the central leadership
of AAP. He said that the recent
episode involving Harak Singh
Rawat shows that there is no
coordination between the Chief
Minister and ministers in
Uttarakhand. The AAP
spokesperson said that Rawat
is free to join AAP if he wish-
es but he had to adopt the phi-
losophy of the party.

Peershali alleged that the
CM is acting in an autocratic
way and more than half of the
BJP MLAs are not happy with
him.  

Another spokesperson of
the party, Uma Sisodia alleged
that the state government is
protecting BJP MLA Mahesh
Negi who is accused of sexual
exploitation of a woman. She
said that the state government
has failed to take a decision on
having a DNA test of the MLA
which hurts the dignity of the
woman. Sisodia demanded that
the Mahesh Negi case should
be handed over to the Central
Bureau of Investigation (CBI)
and the demand of the victim
that DNA test should be con-
ducted to ascertain paternity of
her child should be accepted.

'���� B�C;�BH.

Chief minister Trivendra
Singh Rawat has granted

approval to the proposal for the
reconstruction of the
Lacchiwala nature park in
Dehradun. This project will be
executed in two stages at an
estimated cost of Rs 1008.35
lakh. A sum of Rs one crore is
also provisioned under the
Compensatory Afforestation
Fund Management and
Planning Authority (CAMPA)
for this purpose.

Apart from this, the chief
minister has also granted finan-
cial approval of Rs 306.42 lakh
for improvement and tarring of
the Patisain-Tachwad-
Ekeshwar motor road in the
Ekeshwar block of
Chaubattakhal Assembly con-
stituency in Pauri district along
with Rs 28.04 lakh for con-
struction of motor road from

Kot to Hunn via
Chauthara in
Ghansali Assembly
constituency. Along
with this, as part of
the CM’s
announcement, Rs
17.24 lakh finan-
cial approval has
also been granted
for construction of
Molkhandi Akari
and Molkhandi
Sakri motor road
in Jaiharikhal block.

In addition to
these approvals, the
chief minister has
also approved a total sum of Rs
three lakh for the marriages of
the grand daughters of six
freedom fighters in Dehradun,
Pauri, Uttarkashi and
Bageshwar districts. With this,
each of the six applicants will
receive a sum of Rs 50,000.

Further, Rawat has also

granted administrative
approval of Rs 928.55 lakh for
Uttarakhand Open University,
Haldwani, guest house, vice
chancellor’s residence and fur-
niture fixing for multipurpose
hall. This amount will be spent
by the university from its own
resources.

'���� B�C;�BH.

Senior advocate, noted acad-
emician and one of the dis-

tinguished members of
Dehradun Bar Association,
Chitranand Thapliyal passed
away on Wednesday. He
breathed his last at his E C road
residence.  He was 88.

A strong votary of ethics in
legal practices,  Thapliyal apart

from being an eminent lawyer
of the region was also a facul-
ty with the law department of
DAV (PG) College, one of the
biggest colleges of the
Uttarakhand region.  Many
generations took to the legal
profession under his tutorship.
He hailed from Pauri district of
Uttarakhand. He leaves behind
his wife, two sons, daughters-
in-law and three grandchildren.
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The works
being under-

taken as part of
the Smart City
project in
Dehradun will be
executed in two
shifts- day and
night. Further,
works should be
planned in such a
manner that the
public faces least
inconvenience
during the festive
period. The
Dehradun Smart
City Limited (DSCL) chief
executive officer Ashish Kumar
Srivastava issued this direction
for public convenience while
conducting a site inspection of
the works late on Friday night
along with officials and con-
tractors.

Regarding the smart road
works the CEO directed that
the work be expedited and
that it not be done without bar-
ricading. He instructed the
officials to ensure that other
works are not impacted due to
all the works being undertak-
en for the Smart City project.
During the site inspection,
Srivastava checked the smart
road, multi-utility duct, Paltan

Bazaar and Parade Ground
works, and sought information
about observance of earlier
directions. He further directed
the officials and contractors to
plan the works in such a man-
ner that the public does not
face any inconvenience during
the coming festive period.
Inspecting the Parade Ground,
the CEO said that an attempt
will be made to hold the
Republic Day parade 2021 in
the developed Parade Ground.
For this, he directed the offi-
cials and contractors to execute
the work here on a war footing
while ensuring full safety of the
labourers. He said that surprise
inspections will be carried out

at night in the future too to
ascertain the quality of the
works. He also instructed that
during execution of the project
works care should be taken that
shopkeepers do not face prob-
lems due to the work.

Meanwhile, as part of the
water supply modernization
efforts under the project- work
on the first boring for the
smart water supply SCADA
system also began on
Saturday.Dehradun mayor
Sunil Uniyal ‘Gama’, MLA
Vinod Chamoli, municipal
councillors along with offi-
cials of DSCL and Jal Sansthan
were also present on the occa-
sion.
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China’s aggressive moves in
theatres across the world,

including the South China Sea
and the ongoing stand-off at
the Line of Actual Control
(LAC)in Ladakh, will figure
prominently during the 2+2
dialogue here next week.

Given the growing profile
of the 2+2 grouping and seri-
ousness of the situation at the
LAC, the foreign and defence
ministers of the two countries
will hold intense talks during
the two-day conference begin-
ning Monday. 

Defence Minister Rajnath
Singh and External Affairs
Minister S Jaishankar will have
extensive discussions on the
entire range of strategic and
defence ties with their coun-
terparts Mark Esper and Mike
Pompeo. 

The visiting ministers will
also call on Prime Minister
Narendra Modi and National
Security Advisor(NSA)Ajit
Doval. Incidentally, the dia-
logue takes place days before
Presidential elections in the US
in early November. This will be
the third edition of the annu-
al dialogue. The last one was
held in the US.

While the two sides will
review the whole range of bilat-
eral ties, the ministers will also
discuss the growing aggressive
stance and expansionist behav-
iour of China on the LAC and
the South China Sea. 

Beijing is also against the
Quad formation and not in
favour of Australian Navy join-
ing the Malabar series of exer-
cise.  India, last week, howev-
er, brushed aside China’s objec-
tion and invited Australia to
take part in the annual exercise
in late November in the Bay of
Bengal and the Arabian Sea. In
all four countries including
India, US, Japan and Australia
will take part in the exercise.

The two countries are like-
ly to ink the Basic Exchange
and Cooperation
Agreement(BECA). It will facil-
itate sharing of classified satel-
lite and sensor data. Officials
from both the sides are now
fine tuning the final format of
the proposed pact.

Meanwhile, a senior
Trump administration official
said in Washington on Friday
the US is closely monitoring
the border row between India

and China and does not want
the situation to escalate.

The official told the
reporters during a conference
call on Friday, ahead of the next
week’s 2+2 India-US
Ministerial in New Delhi, that
the Trump administration was
providing support to India
through defence sales, joint
military exercises and infor-
mation sharing.

“We as a Government are
covering the situation in the
Himalayas closely, and under-
standably. We certainly want
to ensure that the situation
doesn’t escalate,” the official
said.  “These are all areas
where we cooperate with the
Indians on, and not just as it
relates to the tensions in the
Himalayas,” the official said.

In response to a question,
the official, who spoke on the
condition of anonymity, said
the US was having an ongoing
dialogue with India about
increased cooperation in
Southeast Asia, and not sim-
ply about the South China Sea.

“And we encourage their
involvement. That cuts across
development investments, it

cuts across security coopera-
tion, and then it also involves
presence. So, we welcome
greater Indian participation in
Southeast Asia across all three
of those areas,” said the official.

The senior off icial’s
remarks came in the midst of
a growing global concern over
China’s expansionist behav-

iour.  The evolving situation in
the Indo-Pacific region in the
wake of China’s increasing
military muscle-flexing has
become a major talking point
among leading global powers.
The US has been favouring
making Quad a security archi-
tecture to check China’s grow-
ing assertiveness.

China is engaged in hotly
contested territorial disputes in
the South and East China
Seas. Beijing has also made
substantial progress in mili-
tarising its man-made islands
in the past few years.

Beijing claims sovereign-
ty over all of the South China
Sea. But Vietnam, Malaysia,

the Philippines, Brunei and
Taiwan have counterclaims.
In the East China Sea, China
has territorial disputes with
Japan.

The South China Sea and
the East China Sea are stated
to be rich in minerals, oil, and
other natural resources. They
are also vital to global trade.

Although the US lays no
claims to the disputed waters,
it has challenged China’s
growing territorial claims in
the South China Sea by
deploying warships and fight-
er jets to assert freedom of
navigation and overflight
patrols in the strategically
vital region.
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Junior Home Minister G
Kishan Reddy on Saturday

said the ITBP has broken the
myth that some countries have
powerful armies, in an oblique
reference to China that is at the
core of the ongoing standoff in
eastern Ladakh.

The Minister of State for
Home was addressing the
troops of the mountain war-
fare-trained border force on its
59th Raising Day at the para-
military’s facility in neigh-
bouring Greater Noida.

Without taking names, the
minister said while India
believes in the philosophy of
“vasudhaiva kutumbakam” or
the world is one family, the cul-
ture of the country teaches it to
worship both “shastra and
astra” (sacred scriptures and
weapons at the same time).

“This has taught us that
the enemy can raise its head
anytime, anywhere and we
should be fully prepared to face
any possibility. The ITBP is an
important pillar of that pre-
paredness of the country,”

Reddy asserted.
“The armies of some coun-

tries had a myth that they were
among the powerful armies of
the world, but during the
developments in the past few
months, the ITBP has broken
that myth,” he added.

The country and its citi-
zens are proud of the ITBP’s

valour and dedication, he said.
The ITBP is the designat-

ed force to secure the 3,488-km
Line of Actual Control (LAC)
on the Indo-China frontier
that runs from Ladakh to
Arunachal Pradesh in the
Northeast.

Earlier, the ITBP had said
it “fought the whole night” and

gave a befitting reply to the
Chinese PLA troops during a
violent clash between the two
sides on June 15-16.

“India is surrounded by a
hostile neighbourhood and
our enemy, time and again,
puts obstacles to stop our eco-
nomic development. When
you defeat these designs of the

enemy, you ensure the coun-
try’s economic development,”
he further said.

The minister asserted that
the government is “deter-
mined” to strengthen and
“modernise” the Force and
announced certain sanctions
given to it recently.

“I am happy to inform that
the ITBP has been given the
approval by the Ministry of
Home Affairs to establish 47
border posts, uniform special
clothing and mountaineering
equipment for high-altitude
locations, latest weapons are
being provided and work is on
to prepare priority border
roads for the Force,” he said.

The minister said the
Centre had approved a budget
of Rs 7,223 crore for the Force
for financial year 2019-20.

“I assure you that there will
be no dearth of funds for the
ITBP,” he added.

ITBP Director General
(DG) SS Deswal also spoke at
the event and lauded the brav-
ery displayed by the troops
recently in Ladakh under “very
challenging circumstances”.
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Facing criticism over the
Hathras rape and murder

case, the BJP on Saturday
returned fire by attacking the
Congress and its leadership
for its silence over the rape and
murder of a 6-year-old child of
a Dalit migrant labourer from
Bihar at Hoshiarpur in Punjab.

Union Finance Minister
and senior BJP leader Nirmala
Sitharaman on Saturday hit
out at Congress’s “double-stan-
dards” and the “silence” of the
“brother-sister (Rahul Gandhi
and Priyanka Gandhi)” on the
incident in their party-ruled
State and asked why there was
“no picnic on this”.

She also sought to know
why RJD’s “Yadav-brothers
(Tejashwi and Tej Pratap)” in
the poll-bound Bihar were
“chup” on the issue. Sitharaman
herself went on to explain the
“silence” of the Yadav brothers
as she quoted media reports in
2008 saying the duo was them-
selves accused of “chhed-
chhad” (molestation) in New
Delhi.

The BJP leader condemned
the Congress for suppressing
“freedom of expression” by its
Maharashtra government and
imposing emergency-like situ-
ations and asked the  left  and

the extreme-left of “tukde-
tukde-gang” to comment  as to
who was restricting the media
in the  country.

Addressing a press con-
ference here in the BJP head-
quarters, the Union Finance
Minister alleged that the
Congress is silent when it is
about voicing horrors from
States ruled by them.

“A 6-year-old child of a
Dalit migrant labourer from
Bihar is raped, killed and
body half-burnt in
Hoshiarpur (Punjab) and it
doesn’t shake the conscience
of the brother and sister who
rush to every other place
which can help them politi-
cally,” she said.

She further attacked the
Congress leadership say-
ing,”Not a word from the
tweet-friendly leader Shri
Rahul Gandhi. No tweets on
this (Hoshiarpur rape inci-
dent), no outrage on this, and
no picnic on this. A woman
(Sonia Gandhi) heads the
party. Does this kind of selec-
tive outrage suit the stature of
their party?’

She questioned why RJD
leader Tejashwi and his broth-
er were silent on the issue
when their alliance partner
Congress was running the
state of Punjab.

“Are you not answerable
to that family in Punjab,” she
asked the Yadavs, sons of  for-
mer Bihar Chief Minister Lalu
Prasad, currently in Jail .

Union Information and
Broadcasting Minister
Prakash Javadekar also
attacked the Congress saying,
“We demand strict action
against the culprits. 

Instead of going on polit-
ical tours, Rahul Gandhi
should visit Tanda (Punjab)
and Rajasthan to take cogni-
sance of incidents of crime
against women.”

In the same vein, he too
targeted RJD leader Tejashawi
and said: “Tejashwi Yadav is
sharing the stage and cam-
paigning with the people who
are committing atrocities on
Bihar’s daughter. How will it
go?”

Sitharaman condemned
the Congress and the  RJD
while herself maintaining that
rape “should not be politi-
cised” and all political parties
should do their best to miti-
gate the  situation.

When asked about the
promise to provide Covid-19
vaccines free in Bihar, she jus-
tified her party’s manifesto
and said health is a state sub-
ject and the party has every
right to make such a statement
in the manifesto.

Answering a question on
cases filed by Maharashtra
Government, the finance min-
ister said freedom is in danger
wherever Congress is in gov-
ernance. She said the Prime
Minister and Home Minister
were abused  regularly but no
action was taken against them
(by us) but now the  liberal
diaspora has refused to speak
on what is happening in
Maharashtra, she said.
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India’s COVID-19 tally
climbed to 78.14 lakh with

53,370 fresh cases in a day,
while 70,16,046 people have so
far recuperated pushing the
national recovery rate to 89.78
per cent on Saturday, the Union
health ministry said. 

The total number of coro-
navirus cases mounted to
78,14,682 and the death toll to
1,17,956, with the novel coron-
avirus virus claiming 650 lives in
a span of 24 hours in the coun-
try, the ministry data updated at
8 am on Saturday showed.

The COVID-19 case fatali-
ty rate has further declined to

1.51 per cent.
There are 6,80,680 active

cases of coronavirus infection in
the country which comprises
8.71 per cent of the total case-
load, the ministry data said. 

According to ICMR, a
cumulative total of 10,13,82,564
samples have been tested up to
October 23, with 12,69,479 sam-
ples tested on Friday. 
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As the world marks the
World Polio Day on

Saturday, the World Health
Organization (WHO) and
UNICEF are urging nations to
stay vigilant in the fight against
poliomyelitis (polio) and bol-
ster vaccination services amid
the Covid-19 pandemic.

India was declared polio-
free (wild polio virus) in March
2014. This was a huge accom-
plishment as India was con-
sidered one of the most chal-
lenging countries. Though
polio still exists in neighbour-
ing underdeveloped nations
like Pakistan and Afghanistan,
the instances have decreased by
over 99% in comparison with
the 1980s,

Polio is a crippling and
sometimes fatal disease with
no cure. However, there are
safe and effective vaccines and
infection of polio can be pre-

vented through immunization.
Eradication of polio is based on
preventing infection by immu-
nizing every child until trans-
mission stops and the country,
region, and world is polio-free.
Thanks to these vaccination
efforts, cases of polio have
been reduced by about 99%
over the past decade.

However, since March
2020, the pandemic has dis-
rupted life-saving immunisa-
tion endeavours around the

world, putting millions of chil-
dren at risk of diseases like
polio, diphtheria, and measles.

The disruption of such
routine immunisation services
may be unprecedented since
the inception of the expanded
programme on immunisation
(EPI) in the 1970s, in both gov-
ernment and private sectors.

In order to successfully
eradicate polio, experts said
that parents should get their
child immunised with OPV

and IPV and also continue to
get the vaccine administered
during government polio dri-
ves. Both vaccines are very safe
and their use should be con-
tinued. The government
should have campaigns to
strengthen the immunisation
drive.

The World Health
Organization and UNICEF in
July 2020 had warned of an
alarming decline in the num-
ber of children receiving life-
saving vaccines around the
world  due to disruptions in the
delivery and uptake of immu-
nization services caused by
the COVID-19 pandemic.

According to new data by
the two UN bodies,  these dis-
ruptions threaten to reverse
hard-won progress to reach
more children and adolescents
with a wider range of vaccines,
which has already been ham-
pered by a decade of stalling
coverage.
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The Centre on Saturday set
up a high-level committee

headed by Prime Minister
Narendra Modi to commemo-
rate the 400th birth anniversary
of Shri Guru Tegh Bahadur.

The mandate of the 70-
member committee includes
approval of policies, plans, pro-
grammes and supervision and
guiding the commemoration,
besides deciding broad dates for
detailed programmes of cele-
bration.

The members of the com-
mittee include former prime
minister Manmohan Singh,
Lok Sabha Speaker Om Birla,
Union ministers Rajnath Singh,
Amit Shah, Nitin Gadkari,
Nirmala Sitharaman, Hardeep

Singh Puri, Punjab Chief
Minister Amarinder Singh,
chief ministers of Haryana,
Bihar, Uttar Pradesh, West
Bengal, Tamil Nadu,
Maharashtra, Uttarakhand,
Himachal Pradesh, Odisha and
Rajasthan.

Other members include
Congress leader Ghulam Nabi
Azad, Akali Dal leaders Parkash
Singh Badal, Sukhbir Singh
Badal, SGPC president Gobind
Singh Longowal, former chief of
Indian Army J J Singh, former
chief of Indian Air Force
Birender Singh Dhanoa, and
sportspersons Milkha Singh
and Harbhajan Singh.

Union Home Secretary
Ajay Kumar Bhalla will be the
member secretary of the high-
level committee.
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About 31 per cent sur-
veyed adolescents battled

extreme anxiety in the past
few months worrying about
the impact of coronavirus
pandemic on their family’s
financial status, according to
a survey of over 7,300 ado-
lescents from four states of
Jharkhand, Chhattisgarh,
Bihar and Odisha

The survey on ‘What do
the Adolescents have to say?
COVID-19 and its Impact’ by
NGO Centre for Catalysing
Change was conducted in
two rounds in the months of
April, July and August.

Out of the 7,324 adoles-
cents surveyed, 31 per cent
admitted to battling extreme
anxiety worrying about the
pandemic’s impact on their
family’s financial status. 

The survey also found
that adolescent girls faced
significant gender discrimi-
nation in these months due to
the pandemic.

“Only 12 per cent of sur-
veyed adolescent girls had
access to their own mobile
phones to be able to attend
online classes, while 35 per
cent boys had access to their

own mobile phones,” the sur-
vey found. 

“Further, 51 per cent of
the adolescent girls surveyed
lacked access to essential
textbooks in comparison to
boys, highlighting how the
pandemic had jeopardized
girls’ access to education,” it
said. 

About 39 per cent of the
girls were found to be con-
tributing to housework as
opposed to the number of
boys at 35 per cent, it said.

Under the survey, the
adolescent girls also stated
how their mobility has been
curbed, with only 39 per cent
girls saying they were allowed
to go out alone in comparison
to 62 per cent boys of the
same age who were allowed
to go out alone. 

“At the same time, only 36
per cent adolescents knew the
correct helpline numbers,
while awareness about the use
of the helplines was even
lower. Only 18 per cent was
aware that the helplines could
be used in reporting domes-
tic violence and only 22-23
per cent knew that it could be
used in reporting child labour
and child trafficking cases,” it
added.
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Prime Minister Narendra
Modi on Saturday said his

Government is taking initia-
tives to strengthen the agricul-
ture sector in the country so
that farmers do not have to face
any trouble.

His statement comes amid
opposition to the new farm
laws by farmers’ groups and
political parties.

Modi was speaking after
inaugurating three projects in
Gujarat- one each related to
agriculture, healthcare and
tourism development- via
video conference from New
Delhi.

“In order to double the
farmers’ income and to reduce
the production cost and their
troubles, we will have to
increase our efforts with the
changing times,” he said.

“Whether granting free-
dom to farmers to sell their
produce anywhere in the coun-
try or creating thousands of

farmer producer organisations,
whether completing stalled
irrigation projects or improv-
ing crop insurance scheme or
100 per cent neem-coating of
urea or soil health card...The
aim is to strengthen the agri-
culture sector so that farmers
do not have trouble in farming.
Initiatives like these are being
taken continuously for it,” he
said.

He launched the state gov-
ernment’s Kisan Suryoday
Yojana (KSY) aimed at pro-
viding day-time electricity to
the farmers in the state for irri-
gation and farming purposes.

The PM also inaugurated
Paediatric Heart Hospital at the
U N Mehta Institute of
Cardiology and Research
Centre in Ahmedabad, devel-
oped at a cost of Rs 470 crore
by the state’s health and fami-
ly welfare department.

Besides, he launched the
recently-completed ropeway
project on Mount Girnar, a
major tourist and pilgrim site
near Junagadh city in the state.

The 2.3-km long ropeway is
being touted as the longest
temple ropeway in Asia.

Modi held the opposition
responsible for the delay in
completion of the Girnar rope-
way project.

The project was proposed
in 1983, and was delayed due
to various reasons, most impor-
tantly due to the environmen-
tal concerns, before the UPA
government granted it condi-
tional approval in 2011.

“Had they not created hur-
dles in the Girnar ropeway pro-
ject, it would not have got
stalled for so many years.
People and tourists should
have got its benefit a long
back,” he said.

“As a nation, we all should
think of the loss caused to the
people and the country when
such projects (Girnar rope-
way) of public importance are
stalled for a long time,” he said,
adding that the new project will
facilitate the pilgrims and
tourists, and create job oppor-
tunities.
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Quad — comprising Japan,
India, Australia and the

United States — is not an
alliance but a grouping of
countries driven by shared
interests and values and inter-
ested in strengthening a rules-
based order in the strategical-
ly-important Indo-Pacific
region, a senior Trump admin-
istration official has said.

The four countries had in
2017 given shape to the long-
pending proposal of setting up
the “Quad” or the Quadrilateral
coalition to counter China’s
aggressive behaviour in the
Indo-Pacific region.

“There’s nothing about the
Quad that it is an alliance. It is
not formalised. There’s no rec-
iprocal obligation among the
countries who are involved. It’s
not an organisation that solic-
its membership,” a senior
administration official said
during a conference call with
reporters ahead of the next
week’s 2+2 Ministerial
Dialogue between India and
the US.

US Secretary of State Mike
Pompeo and Defence Secretary
Mark Esper are travelling to
India to hold talks with
External Affairs Minister S
Jaishankar and Defence
Minister Rajnath Singh. The

visiting American officials
would also be meeting Prime
Minister Narendra Modi.

To a query, the official
said, the Quad ministerial
meeting that they had in Tokyo
in October just demonstrated
the strong ties among the Indo-
Pacific democracies.

“I would say it’s a grouping
of countries who are interest-
ed in strengthening a rules-
based order in which all
nations are sovereign, strong,
and prosperous. It’s an oppor-
tunity for us to carry out con-
tinued dialogue and to work
towards mutually agreed-upon
outcomes.

“It’s a grouping of countries

that’s driven by shared interests
and values rather than binding
obligations. That’s an example
of effective multilateralism at its
best,” the official said, request-
ing anonymity.

As the US, Japan, Australia,
and India are getting together
to cooperate on one issue or
another, if there are other
countries that want to partici-
pate in those discussions or
those activities, the door is
always open, the official said.

The cooperation of the US
and India on the Quad along
with Australia and Japan real-
ly reflect a convergence of
common values and interests in
the region, the official said.

“We’re the two largest
democracies in the Indo-Pacific
region, and we have shared val-
ues and interests with all four
countries. It’s not an exclusive
grouping by any means. All
four countries are interested
and eager in welcoming other
countries to the table for indi-
vidual elements of cooperation
that we do, some of them
under the Quad framework but
not all of them. That’s for
sure,” the official said.

“It is something that’s flex-
ible and reflects our common
values and interests, and I
think is really for the long
term,” the official said.

In November 2017, India,

Japan, the US and Australia
gave shape to the long-pending
proposal of setting up the
“Quad” to develop a new strat-
egy to keep the critical sea
routes in the Indo-Pacific free
of any influence.

In the midst of growing
global concern over China’s
expansionist behaviour, the
foreign ministers of the Quad
member nations met in Tokyo
on October 6 and reaffirmed
their collective vision for a
free, open and inclusive Indo-
Pacific.

The foreign minister of
the four countries held their
first meeting under the ‘Quad’
framework in New York in

September 2019.
The evolving situation in

the Indo-Pacific region in the
wake of China’s increasing mil-
itary muscle f lexing has
become a major talking point
among leading global powers.
The US has been favouring
making Quad a security archi-
tecture to check China’s grow-
ing assertiveness.

China is engaged in hotly
contested territorial disputes in
the South and East China Seas.
Beijing has also made sub-
stantial progress in militarising
its man-made islands in the
past few years.

Beijing claims sovereignty
over all of the South China Sea.

But Vietnam, Malaysia, the
Philippines, Brunei and Taiwan
have counterclaims. In the East
China Sea, China has territor-
ial disputes with Japan.

The South China Sea and
the East China Sea are stated to
be rich in minerals, oil and
other natural resources. 
They are also vital to global
trade. Although the US lays no
claims to the disputed waters,
it has challenged China’s grow-
ing territorial claims in the
South China Sea 
by deploying warships and
fighter jets to assert freedom of
navigation and overflight
patrols in the strategically vital
region. 
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Prime Minister K P Sharma
Oli has been criticised by

netizens for deliberately not
using the updated map of
Nepal, showing three Indian
areas as part of its territory, in
his Dussehra greetings, a claim
rejected by his office which said
the revised map was not visi-
ble due to its tiny size.

In June, Nepal’s Parliament
approved the new political
map of the country featuring
Kalapani, Lipulekh and
Limpiyadhura which is part of
Pithoragarh district of
Uttarakhand.

Oli in a Twitter message on
Friday conveyed his best wish-
es to the people of Nepal for
Vijayadashami or Dussehra.

Many people on social
media, including Facebook and
Twitter, commented that the
Prime Minister’s office delib-
erately removed the updated
map after his meeting with
India’s Research and Analysis
Wing (R&AW) chief Samant
Kumar Goel.

“How can we consider
using Nepal’s old map in the
PM’s greeting without 
incorporating Limpiyadhura
as a simple error?” asked main
Opposition Nepali 
Congress spokesperson Bishwa
Prakash Sharma.

Many people in their social
media posts asked why did the
prime minister’s office remove
the government’s coat of arms
from the map which includes
Lipulekh, Kalapani and
Limpiyadhura.

In response to the criti-
cism, Prime Minister’s Press
Advisor Surya Thapa in a state-
ment claimed that the revised
map was used in the prime
minister’s message, but was
not visible due to its tiny size.

“It is natural for the map to
appear in such a manner due to
its tiny size but the same map,
if enlarged, may clearly show
the updated areas,” he claimed.

He also asked the people
not to be misled by such pre-
planned efforts to spread
rumours about the map includ-
ed in the greetings.

“There should not be any
confusion that the map used in
the greetings is the updated
version which was endorsed by
Nepal’s Parliament,” Thapa
said. The Press Advisor in his
press note issued through social
media also included an
enlarged version of the map,
which clearly shows the map
which includes all the three ter-
ritories. The ties between the
two countries came under
strain after Defence Minister
Rajnath Singh inaugurated an
80-km-long strategically crucial
road connecting the Lipulekh
pass with Dharchula in
Uttarakhand on May 8.

Nepal protested the inau-
guration of the road claiming
that it passed through its terri-
tory. Days later, Nepal came out
with the new map showing
Lipulekh, Kalapani and
Limpiyadhura as its territories.

India too had published a
new map in November 2019
showing the areas as its terri-
tories. After Nepal released
the map, India reacted sharply,
calling it a “unilateral act” and

cautioning Kathmandu that
such “artificial enlargement” of
territorial claims will not be
acceptable to it.

In its reaction, after Nepal’s
lower house of parliament
approved the bill, India termed
as untenable the “artificial
enlargement” of territorial
claims by the neighbouring
country. India said Nepal’s
action violates an understand-
ing reached between the two
countries to resolve the bound-
ary issues through talks.

Prime Minister Oli has
been asserting that Lipulekh,
Kalapani and Limpiyadhura
belong to his country and
vowed to “reclaim” them from
India. 
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President Donald Trump has
casted his ballot Saturday

morning in West Palm Beach,
Florida, and he tells reporters
afterward: “I voted for a guy
named Trump.”

West Palm Beach is near
his private Mar-a-Lago club. He
used to vote in New York but
changed his residency to
Florida last year.

There were several hun-
dred supporters gathered with
flags and signs outside the
library where he voted. And
there were chants of “Four
more years.”

The president wore a mask
while voting but he took it off
as he approached reporters
afterward in the building.

He called it “a very secure
vote. Much more secure than
when you send in a ballot, I can
tell you that.”

Democrat Joe Biden hasn’t
voted yet and it likely to do so
in person in Delaware on
Election Day, Nov. 3. Delaware
doesn’t offer early, in-person
voting like Florida.

Trump said at a Florida rally
on Friday that he likes being able
to vote in person. “I’m old fash-

ioned, I guess,” he said. The
President has a busy Saturday,

with rallies scheduled in North
Carolina, Ohio and Wisconsin. 
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Democratic presidential
candidate Joe Biden has

pledged that if elected as pres-
ident in the November 3 elec-
tion, he will ensure free
COVID-19 vaccination for all
Americans, laying out his pan-
demic response plan just days
before the US presidential polls.

In a major policy speech on
the coronavirus in his home
state of Delaware, Biden on
Friday flayed US President
Donald Trump for his policies
to combat the coronavirus pan-
demic that has killed over
220,000 people and has had a
devastating impact on the
country’s economy.

“President Trump said
we’re rounding the corner, it’s
going away, we’re learning to
live with it. They are quotes.
But as I told him last night,
we’re not learning to live with
it. We’re learning to die with it.
This is a dark winter ahead,”
Biden, 77, said.

Already more than 220,000
people in the US have lost their
lives to this virus. Worse yet, a
new study from Columbia
University suggests that any-
where between 130,000 and
210,000 of those deaths were
avoidable, he said.

“Once we have a safe and
effective vaccine, it has to be
free to everyone, whether or
not you’re insured,” the former
vice president said.

He said that if elected, he
would direct the federal gov-
ernment to “bulk-purchase as
many doses as necessary of the
COVID-19 vaccine so we can
provide it free to those who are
uninsured, under-insured or
Medicaid-eligible.” “COVID-19
dwarfs anything we’ve faced in
recent history and it isn’t show-
ing any signs of slowing down.
The virus is surging in almost
every state. We passed 4.8 mil-
lion cases. And when Trump
was asked this week what he’d
do differently to get the pan-

demic response right from the
start his answer was and I
quote, ‘Not much. Not much’,”
he said. Alleging that Trump
does not have a plan to fight the
coronavirus, Biden said the
longer he is the president, the
“more reckless” he gets. “We
don’t have to be held prisoner by
this administration’s failures.
We can choose a different path.
We can do what Americans
have always done: come togeth-
er and meet the challenge with
grit, compassion, and determi-
nation,” he said.
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Several teenagers sprayed graf-
fiti on a piece of art outside

one of Berlin’s most famous
museums and that the vandal-
ism was unrelated to the dam-
aging of more than 60 other art
works on the city’s Museum
Island that were smeared with
an oily liquid early this month,
police said on Saturday.

A huge granite bowl in
front of the Altes Museum,
which is part of the German
capital’s museum complex and

houses antiquities, was defaced
Friday night by some teenagers
and adults, Berlin police said.
Two of the suspects were tem-
porarily detained. 

Museum Island is a
UNESCO world heritage site in
the heart of Berlin and 
one of the city’s main tourist
attractions. 

Dozens of other exhibits at
the Museum Island complex
were vandalized Oct. 3.
Investigators said they had
watched hours of surveillance
camera footage but not found

any obvious sign of anyone
applying the liquid.

Museum experts have said
the motive remains a mystery
and there appeared to be no
thematic link between the tar-
geted works. They expressed
optimism that the apparently
random damage can be
repaired. 

Berlin police said the graf-
fiti sprayed on the granite bowl
did not have any political con-
tent or appear related to the
damaging of the other art
works. 

Warsaw: Polish President
Andrzej Duda said he feels well
despite testing positive for the
coronavirus, and he apologised
Saturday to everyone who must
quarantine because they had
contact with him. Duda, 48, said
in a recording published on
Twitter that he was experienc-
ing no COVID-19 symptoms
“but unfortunately, the test
result is absolutely unambigu-
ous”. “I would like to apologise
to all those who are exposed to
quarantine procedures because
of meeting me in recent days,”
he said. “If I had had any symp-
toms of coronavirus, please
believe me, all meetings would
have been cancelled.” AP
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UK Chancellor Rishi Sunak
and three fellow ruling

Conservative Party members of
Parliament from northern
England have been “barred for
life” by a local pub and restau-
rant in their constituency
region after they voted against
free school meals for children
during the holidays.

The Mill pub and its con-
nected Il Mulino restaurant at
Stokesley in North Yorkshire,
which falls within Sunak’s con-
stituency of Richmond (Yorks),
took to social media soon after
a vote in the House of
Commons earlier this week on
extending the government’s
temporary free meals for
schoolchildren as part of a
campaign led by England team
footballer Marcus Rashford.

“The government voted
against extending free school
meals. This is disgusting,” Alex
Cook, the owner of the eatery,
posted on Facebook on
Thursday. “What’s worse Matt

Vickers MP, Simon Clarke MP
& Jacob Young MP, Rishi Sunak
all voted against the scheme.
DISGUSTING! All 4 are now
barred from The Mill & Il
Mulino for life. I don’t want
their business,” he said.

His angry post, which has
been shared over thousand
times and signed off as “Team
Mill”, begins by saying that
while he does not usually “do
politics”, the vote against free
meals for children in need had
forced him to. “I have never
known a government which is
consistently the wrong end of
every argument. Forget the
poor handling of Covid for a
minute and concentrate on
what happened yesterday
[Wednesday],” he said, in refer-
ence to the Commons vote
which the government won by
61 votes. The pub, meanwhile,
has announced that it will deliv-
er 100 freshly cooked healthy
meals to three separate food
banks in the Middlesbrough
area next week to try and make
up for the government decision.
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Joe Biden is confronting the
harsh political realities of

combating climate change.
The Democratic presiden-

tial nominee has spent months
touting a $2 trillion plan to
boost investment in clean ener-
gy and stop all climate-dam-
aging emissions from the U.S.
economy by 2050. The plan
implied that he would wean the
U.S. off oil and gas, but Biden
wasn’t so explicit about the
industry’s fate — until
Thursday night.

During the final moments
of the presidential debate,
Biden said he would “transition
away from the oil industry.”

President Donald Trump,

trailing Biden in many nation-
al and battleground state polls,
immediately sensed an oppor-
tunity to appeal to voters in
competitive states like Texas
and Pennsylvania that pro-
duce oil and gas. 

“Basically what he is saying
is he is going to destroy the oil
industry,” Trump said. “Will
you remember that, Texas?
Will you remember that,
Pennsylvania? Oklahoma?
Ohio?” With less than two
weeks until the election, Biden’s
comment is prompting a sud-
den test of whether voters who
increasingly say they are wor-
ried about the climate crisis will
embrace steps to confront it.
During a season of worsening
wildfires, hurricanes and other

disasters, scientists are issuing
urgent warnings that big cuts in
burning oil, gas and coal are
needed right away. 

Republicans, eager to shift
focus away from the presi-
dent’s handling of the intensi-
fying coronavirus pandemic,
say Biden’s plan would cost
jobs. Biden “just killed pay-
check(s) earned by hardwork-
ing families in Texas,” Texas
Gov. Greg Abbott, a
Republican, tweeted after
Thursday’s final presidential
debate saw Trump and Biden
spell out their worlds-apart
stances on climate-damaging
fossil fuels. 

“Joe just wants to transition
away from Texas. Remember
that on election day,” Abbott

wrote.
Even some Democrats dis-

tanced themselves from Biden’s
comment. Rep. Kendra Horn,
a Democrat who flipped a
Republican seat in Trump-
loyal Oklahoma in 2018, tweet-
ed: “We must stand up for our
oil and gas industry.” 

So did Rep. Xochitl Torres
Small, a first-term Democratic
congresswoman in a tossup
race in New Mexico, in the oil-
and gas-rich Permian Basin. 

“We need to work togeth-
er to promote responsible ener-
gy production and stop climate
change, not demonize a par-
ticular industry,” she tweeted,
adding that she was ready to
“stand up to” the Democratic
Party.
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The death toll from the suicide
attack Saturday in Afghanistan’s

capital has risen to at least 18 killed
and 57 people wounded, including
students, the interior ministry said.

The explosion struck outside an
education center in a heavily Shiite
neighborhood of western Kabul,
Dasht-e-Barchi.

Interior Ministry spokesman
Tariq Arian says that the attacker was
trying to enter the centre when he
was stopped by security guards.

According to Arian, the casual-
ty toll may rise further as family
members of victims of the suicide
bombing are still searching the sev-
eral different hospitals where the
wounded have been taken.

No group claimed immediate
responsibility for the bombing. The
Taliban rejected any connection

with the attack.
An Islamic State affiliate claimed

responsibility for a similar suicide
attack at an education center in
August 2018, in which 34 students
were killed. Within Afghanistan, IS
has launched large-scale attacks on
minority Shias, Sikhs and Hindus,
whom it views as apostates.

Hundreds of Sikhs and Hindus
in Afghanistan fled the country in
September after a gunman loyal to
the militant group killed 25 members
of the shrinking community in an
attack on their share a place of wor-
ship in Kabul.

The U.S. signed a peace deal with
the Taliban in February, opening up
a path toward withdrawing
American troops from the conflict.
U.S. officials said the deal would also
help refocus security efforts on fight-
ing the Islamic State, which is a rival
of the Taliban in Afghanistan.

There has been an upsurge in
violence between Taliban and
Afghan forces in the country recent-
ly, even as representatives from the
two warring sides begin their own
peace talks in Doha to end the
decades-long war in Afghanistan.

Earlier Saturday a roadside bomb
killed nine people in eastern
Afghanistan after it struck a minivan
full of civilians, a local official said.

Ghazni province police
spokesman Ahmad Khan Sirat said
that a second roadside bomb killed
two policemen, after it struck their
vehicle that was making its way to the
victims of the first explosion.

Sirat added that the bombings
had wounded several others, and that
the attacks were under investigation.

No one immediately claimed
responsibility for the attacks. The
provincial police spokesman claimed
the Taliban had placed the bomb.
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New Delhi: The government
on Saturday extended the dead-
line for furnishing GST annu-
al returns for FY 2018-19 by
two months till December 31.

The government had last
month extended the last date
for filing GST annual return
and audit report for the 2018-
19 fiscal by a month till
October 31, 2020.

In a statement, the Central
Board of Indirect Taxes and
Customs (CBIC) said the gov-
ernment has been receiving a
number of representations
regarding need to extend due
date for filing Annual Return

(Form GSTR-9) and
Reconciliation Statement
(Form GSTR-9C) for FY 2018-
19.

The representations have
been made on the grounds that
due to the COVID-19 pan-
demic related lockdown and
restrictions, normal business
operations have still not been
possible in several parts of the
country, it said.

The statement said it has
been requested that the due
dates for the same be extend-
ed beyond October 31, 2020 to
enable the businesses and audi-
tors to comply in this regard.

"In view of the same, on the
recommendations of the GST

Council, it has been decided to
extend the due date for filing

Annual Return
(Form GSTR-
9/GSTR-9A)
a n d
Reconciliation
S t a t e m e n t
(FORM GSTR-
9C) for
Financial Year
2018-19 from
October 31,
2020 to
December 31,
2020," the
CBIC said.

GSTR 9 is
an annual return to be filed
yearly by taxpayers registered

under the Goods and Services
Tax (GST). It consists of details
regarding the outward and
inward supplies made or
received under different tax
heads. GSTR-9C is a state-
ment of reconciliation between
GSTR-9 and the audited annu-
al financial statement.

Furnishing of the annual
return is mandatory only for
taxpayers with aggregate annu-
al turnover of above Rs 2 crore
while reconciliation statement
is to be furnished only by the
registered persons having
aggregate turnover above Rs 5
crore. PTI 

New Delhi: After registering
record sales in the seven-day
period to kick off the festive
season after pandemic-induced
lockdowns, ecommerce mar-
ketplaces like Amazon and
Flipkart have announced the
second round of online sales to
keep up the momentum.

Amazon on Saturday
announced ï¿½Happiness
Upgrade Days' where cus-
tomers will get special offers on
a wide range of products across
categories from top brands till
October 28.

The e-commerce platform
is offering up to 40 per cent off
on latest smartphones from top
brands, 65 per cent off on
large appliances and TVs and
Up to 80 per cent off on
Amazon fashion and home
and kitchen products.

The sale brings over 6,000
deals on consumer electronics
and accessories, up to Rs 30,000
off on laptops, up to 75 per cent
off on headphones and up to 60
per cent off on camera devices,
the company said in a state-
ment.

"The customers can save
big with a 10 per cent instant

bank discount on Axis Bank,
Citibank and ICICI Bank cred-
it and debit cards and EMI
transactions.

They can get 5 per cent
instant discount plus up to 5
per cent reward points with
Amazon Pay ICICI Bank cred-
it card.

Flipkart has also started
Dussehra sale from October 22
till October 28 and after that,
the ecommerce platform will
begin the ï¿½Big Diwali Sale'.

According to industry
reports, the seven-day sales like-
ly witnessed over $4.8 billion
(nearly Rs 35,273 crore) in sales.

According to Bengaluru-
based market research firm
RedSeer, $3.1 billion (about Rs
22,000 crore) of goods were sold
online from brands and sellers
in the first four-and-a-half days
of the online sales event that
started from October 15.

Online retailers are expect-
ed to generate approximately
$6.5 billion (Rs 47,751 crore) in
sales during the festive month
(October 15-November 15),
with around 5.5-6 crore online
buyers participating, according
to a Forrester report. IANS

New Delhi: The Insolvency
and Bankruptcy Code (IBC)
has not only strengthened the
banking system by helping
them resolve outstanding debt
piled over years but has also
come as a big booster of con-
fidence of national and foreign
investors in the Indian econo-
my, a senior SBI official said on
Saturday.

In his address as the Guest
of Honour in the inaugural ses-
sion of the international con-
ference (online) on "Insolvency
Resolution Paradigm: Global
Headwinds and Responses",
State Bank of India's Managing
Director, Commercial Clients
Groups, Arijit Basu, said that
earlier banks only had "loan
structuring" option which used
to take five to six years.

"Now, the IBC has provid-
ed equal opportunity to cor-
porate sector and banks. It has
changed the relationship
between borrowers and credi-
tors and provided a mechanism
of insolvency.

"Unsustainable debt is a
symptom of fundamental
issues in the 'business model' of
the concerned company. In
case if you don't have a viable
resolution plan, we (banks)
have a viable resolution plan
under IBC," he said.

However, Basu expressed
satisfaction that the big corpo-
rate houses in India have effi-
ciently managed their cash
flow during Covid-19.

The event was organised by
the Indian Institute of
Insolvency Professionals of
ICAI (IIIPI).

In his address, Institute of
Chartered Accountants of India
(ICAI) President Atul Kumar
Gupta highlighted the role of
CAs being played in IBC
ecosystem as insolvency pro-
fessionals (IPs).

"About 62 per cent of insol-
vency professionals are CAs.
Besides, IBC has opened sev-
eral new opportunities for CAs

in the form of valuer, liquida-
tor, technical experts in the
NCLT, the NCLAT, high courts,
and also the Supreme Court,
and also various kinds of advi-
sory services," he said.

Gupta also appreciated the
initiatives of the Central gov-
ernment in helping businesses
to wade through the econom-
ic crisis caused by the Covid-
19 pandemic.

In the session titled
"Perspective on Global
Insolvency Regime", Joint
Secretary, Corporate Affairs,
Gyaneshwar Kumar Singh said:
"IBC has not only served cor-
porates but livelihoods also. As
per estimates, the total value of
insolvency cases amount to
about Rs 5.63 lakh crore. If it
had undergone through liqui-
dation, only about 7 per cent of
the money would have been
recovered. This would have
adversely impacted the Indian
economy."

"With IBC in place, there
will be no sick companies and
sick banks in the future".

In the same session, Paul
Bannister, Head (Policy),
Insolvency Service, UK, appre-
ciated the response of India in
handling the economic crisis
caused by Covid-19.

"These are very difficult
times. We already have a world-
class insolvency regime but
we are developing further
against the context of crisis and
changing international con-
text including Covid and UK's
exit from the European Union,"
he said. IANS

New Delhi: The All India Trade
Union Congress (AITUC) on
Saturday said the labour min-
istry's move to revise base year
for consumer price index for
industrial workers (CPI-IW) is
"suspicious". The AITUC further
siad that it is of the view that the
move will lead to "depression" in
dearness allowance (DA) paid to
workers. The labour ministry
has recently revised the base year
for CPI-IW to 2016 from 2001.

The retail inflation mea-
sured in terms of CPI-IW is the
single most important price sta-
tistics with financial implications.

The CPI-IW is primarily
used to regulate the dearness
allowance of government
employees and the workers in the
industrial sectors.

It is also used in the fixation
and revision of minimum wages
in scheduled employments
besides measuring the inflation
in retail prices. In a statement
issued on Saturday, the AITUC
said that "the Centre's move to
shift base year for calculating DA
is suspicious". The Labour
Bureau of the Ministry of Labour
sent out emails announcing revi-

sion of base year for calculating
CPI-IW from 2001 to 2016, on
October 22, 2020, it claimed.

This decision follows the
earlier pattern practiced by the
labour ministry: making a show
of consulting stakeholders at
the eleventh hour and then
completely ignoring the respons-
es received, it alleged. The
entire lot of central trade unions
had opposed through a written,
signed communication, the rec-
ommendations of the Labour
Bureau point by point, only to
discover that they have simply
been brushed aside, the AITUC
said. The so-called consulta-
tions on labour codes, including
recommendations of the
Parliamentary Committee on
Labour, met the same fate, it
added. "Since the present deci-
sion of shifting the base year to
2016, linking factor of 2.88, pro-
portions of items of household
expenditures, points of data col-
lections, all are going to result in
depression of dearness allowance
payable to industrial workers, the
employers stand to gain that
much as their profits," it 
opined. PTI

New Delhi: India's healthy debt
to GDP ratio has created scope
for raising investment funding
for 'National Infrastructure
Pipeline' through borrowings
from overseas markets.

According to Sanjay
Aggarwal, President, PHD
Chamber of Commerce and
Industry, although, early signs of
recovery are visible from the
recent data on economic and
business indicators, the need of
the hour is to put the policy
attention on refueling con-
sumption demand in the coun-
try to regain the lost growth
momentum.

"Since the lockdown caused
by Covid-19 in the month of
March 2020, Government has
very well addressed the investors'
and the industry's sentiments,
the focus should now be on
fuelling consumption growth,
which is one of the key engines
of economic growth," Aggarwal
was quoted as saying in a PHD
Chamber statement.

"At this juncture, the next
stimulus package should priori-
tise demand creation measures
to attain a positive growth tra-
jectory in the later quarters (Q3
/ Q4) of this financial year 2020-
21."Besides, he said that demand
creation will have multiplier
effects on the other sectors of
economy including enhanced
production, increased invest-
ments and employment cre-
ation.

"The increased spending on
infrastructure will give a multi-
plier effect to rejuvenate the
aggregate demand in the econ-
omy and to mitigate the daunt-
ing impact of Covid-19 on the
economy," said Aggarwal. IANS

New Delhi: With weak
demand from the power sector
in the wake of Covid-19 dis-
ruptions, the country's largest
coal producer Coal India Ltd
shifted its attention to the non-
power sector to see around six-
fold increase in the sales of the
dry fuel.

In the first half of the cur-
rent fiscal (FY21), CIL's fuel
allocation under the exclusive
e-auction scheme for the non-
power sector rose close to six
times at 13.44 million tonnes as
against a mere 2.31 million
tonne during the same period
of previous year.

Lockdown in various parts
of the country and continuing
sluggish economic conditions
dried up demand for the dry
fuel pushing CIL to explore
new avenues for growth.

The government had ear-
lier asked state-run power com-
panies such as NTPC to reduce
coal imports needed for blend-
ing purpose and look more at
the domestic sources.

The CIL has also set up
various washeries to supply
good quality coal that could
replace imports.  IANS

New Delhi: The pump prices
of auto fuels petrol and diesel
remained unchanged on
Saturday as softer global crude
and product prices prevented oil
marketing companies from car-
rying out any revision in prices.

With this, Petrol prices
have now been unchanged for
32 days at a stretch while diesel
prices were the same for the 22
consecutive days.

Price of petrol in the

national capital stood at Rs
81.06 per litre. In Mumbai,
Chennai and Kolkata, the fuel
was sold for Rs 87.74, Rs 84.14
and Rs 82.59 per litre, respec-
tively. Diesel prices in Delhi,
Mumbai, Chennai and Kolkata
continues to be at Rs 70.46, Rs
76.86, Rs 75.95 and Rs 73.99,
respectively.

Oil sector experts said that
with global oil prices under
pressure from slowing demand

in the second wave of Covid-
19 pandemic sweeping several
western countries, crude price
could fall in coming days. If this
holds on for a week or so, there
could be positive gains for

auto fuel consumers in India by
way of a fall in retail price of
petrol and diesel.

Global crude prices are
holding close to $42 a barrel
now. It has been hovering
between $40-42 a barrel for
over a month now. But with
lower oil demand and rising
inventory, there is fear among
oil producing companies that
crude prices may start falling
again. IANS
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Bengaluru: In a major victo-
ry for investors, the High Court
of Karnataka on Saturday
restrained Franklin Templeton
(FT) India's decision from
winding up its six debt schemes
without obtaining the consent
of unitholders.

Pronouncing the verdict in
petitions challenging the wind-
ing-up of six debt fund schemes
of FT, a division bench of
Chief Justice A.S. Oka and
Justice Justice Ashok S. Kinagi
directed that trustees should
not take any action on the
winding up of the six schemes
till a simple majority consent of
unit holders is obtained.

"We hold that no interfer-
ence is called for in the decision
of trustees to winding up of the
said schemes. We hold and
declare that the decision of the
trustees to winding up the six
schemes cannot be imple-
mented until consent from the
unitholders is obtained in
accordance with Sub Clause C
of Regulation 15. 

Hence, we restrain the
trustees to take any further
steps based on the notice April
23, 2020 and May 28, 2020,
issued till the consent of the
unitholders is obtained. It will
open for trustees to obtain the
consent of unitholders and to
take further steps," the division
bench stated in its 330-page
order.

Market regulator SEBI
should have played a more
active role in the matter and it
failed in its duty towards tak-
ing prompt actions, the court
noted, adding that the forensic
audit report in the case is ten-
tative and doesn't include final
findings.

In view of the Supreme
Court's vacation, the operation
of the order has been stayed for
six weeks to give time to FT

India to appeal the order, the
Karnataka High Court ruled,
directing that status quo on
refund and redemptions should
be maintained till then.

It also restricted the asset
management company and
trustees from taking on any
fresh borrowings in the six debt
schemes, which were shut in
April.

Reacting on the High
Court order, Franklin
Templeton said: "Court has
upheld the authority and deci-
sion taken by the Trustees to
wind-up the schemes under
regulation 39(2)(a). As per the
judgement, for operationalising
such a decision, approval of the
unitholders will be required

under regulation 18(15)(c).
"We are considering the

order and will take appropriate
steps in consultation with our
legal experts in the best inter-
est of the unitholders. 

Our focus remains on
maximizing value for unithold-
ers in these schemes and
returning monies as soon as
possible," said FT in a state-
ment.

Notably, on April 23 amid
severe redemption pressure
and illiquidity, Franklin
Templeton had decided to shut
down its suite of six debt
schemes, affecting 3,00,000
investors adversely and assets
under management of Rs
26,000 crore. IANS
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Chennai:Hailing the Karnataka
High Court's verdict that
upheld the rights of unit-hold-
ers of the Franklin Templeton
Mutual Fund (FTMF), the
Chennai Financial Markets and
Accountability (CFMA), an
investor's protection organisa-
tion, said it would approach the
Supreme Court to safeguard
the entire interests of 
investors.

The Karnataka High Court
has directed Franklin
Templeton Mutual Fund to
not proceed with the winding-
up of its debt schemes without
obtaining the consent of its
unit-holders. It clarified that
the consent of unit-holders as
per the regulations is to be
obtained before going through
the winding-up process.

Stating that the half-battle

was won wherein rights of
unit-holders are upheld by the
Karnataka High Court,
Nithyaesh Natraj, the counsel
for the CFMA, noted: "There
are few areas which the court
has not decided upon (which)
may set a wrong precedent for
the Mutual Fund Industry."

He pointed out that it has
been rightly observed by the
court that the SEBI has failed
to be proactive in this case and
reiterated that the CFMA
would challenge the order in
the apex court so that the
entire interests of unit-holders
are protected further.

"Leaving the fate of three
lakh unit-holders at the mercy
of trustees without knowing the
content of forensic audit will set
a bad precedent," he 
added. IANS
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L
eg-spinner Varun
Chakravarthy dished out the
best bowling performance of

this IPL with a five-for after his
batting colleagues stepped up in
style as Kolkata Knight Riders beat
Delhi Capitals by 59 runs here on
Saturday.

Promoted to open the
innings, Nitish Rana revelled in his
new role as he overcame a person-
al tragedy to smash a whirlwind
81 and shared a game-changing
115-run stand with Sunil Narine
(64) to lift KKR to an imposing
194/6 after being put in to bat.

Chasing a stiff target,
Chakravarthy (5/20) and Pat
Cummins (3/17) gave the Delhi
Capitals batsmen a torrid time to
restrict them to 135 for 9 in 20
overs.

Cummins gave a perfect start,
dismissing both the openers
Ajinkya Rahane (0) and in-form
Shikhar Dhawan (6) in his first
two overs.

Then Chakravarthy played
the finisher’s act in the back-end
of the innings to choke the DC run
chase.

Coming on the back of a hor-
ror batting show against Royal
Challengers Bangalore when they
crumbled to 84/8, KKR ticked all
the boxes to keep their playoff
hopes alive by securing their sixth
win, with three matches left.

For DC, this was their second
successive loss but they still main-
tained the second spot.

Skipper Sheryas Iyer was the
top-scorer for DC with 47 as he,
along with Rishabh Pant (27), held
on after Cummins’ twin strike.
They took on the opposition
attack in the second half but
KKR’s strategy to press in
Chakravarthy paid dividends.

The spinner opened his
account after Pant holed out at
deep square leg and in his next
over he got two in two, dismiss-
ing Shimron Hetmyer (10) and
Iyer off consecutive balls.

Hetmyer fell while trying to
clear the long on boundary, while
Iyer could not connect well and
was caught by Kamlesh Nagarkoti
at long on.

In his next over, Chakravarthy
dismissed Marcus Stoinis and
then picked his five-for in the fifth
ball, cleaning up Axar Patel with
a straight one.

Earlier, new opener Nitish
Rana made 81, while Sunil Narine,
playing in her first match after
being cleared of suspect bowling,
smashed a 32-ball 64 to propel
KKR to 194 for 6 after being asked
to bat.

Promoted to open, Rana
smashed 13 fours and one six in
his 53-ball 81, while Narine also

came out all guns blazing, smack-
ing four sixes and six fours as KKR
put behind their horror show
against RCB to post a stiff total.

The left-handed duo stitched
together 115 runs from just 59
balls to seize the momentum.

Having crumbled for 84 in
their last match against RCB,
KKR once again were staring
down the barrel at 42/3 after 7.2
overs.

Anrich Nortje grabbed the
wickets of the under-performing
Shubman Gill (9) and Rahul
Tripathi (13) inside the Powerplay,
while Kagiso Rabada accounted
for Dinesh Karthik (3).

Just when KKR’s tale of bat-
ting woes began to unfold, Rana
came into do the rescue act, tak-

ing the attack to the experienced
R Ashwin in an over that yielded
13 runs.

Rana first smacked Ashwin’s
tossed up delivery for a six and
followed it up with a boundary.

In the next over, Narine
joined in to continue KKR’s run
feast in the back-end of the
innings in an incredible partner-

ship.
DC brought back Nortje but

there was no respite for them and
Rana brought up his fifty with an
outside edge.

He was then seen dedicating
his half-century to his father-in-
law, who died of cancer recently,
by showing a jersey customised by
KKR as a special tribute to him.
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Skipper Rohit Sharma’s fitness
would be a concern for

defending champions Mumbai
Indians as they aim to continue
their dominant run, while a
depleted Rajasthan Royals
would hope to stay afloat when
the two teams clash here on
Sunday.

Mumbai roared back to
form by crushing CSK by 10
wickets on Friday after their
Super Over loss to the Kings XI
Punjab. RR, on the other hand,

lost to the SRH by 8
wickets in their last
game.

Table-toppers
MI are on course to
make it to the play-

offs but the game is crucial for
Royals, who are languishing at
seventh place and a loss would
mean a step closer to exit.

Questions remain on
whether Rohit, who suffered a
hamstring injury and missed the
game against CSK, will be avail-
able on Sunday for MI.

But Rohit’s absence was
hardly felt on Friday as the
young Ishan Kishan (261 runs)
launched into CSK bowlers with
gusto.

So did Quinton De Kock
(368 runs), continuing his sub-
lime run. In the event of Rohit
missing out on Sunday as well,
the two will open again.

Mumbai’s middle-order has
also been among runs — be it
Suryakumar Yadav (243 runs),
Hardik Pandya (164 runs),
swashbuckling West Indian all-
rounder Kieron Pollard (208
runs) or Krunal Pandya (82
runs).

With their big-hitting abil-
ity, the Pandya brothers and
Pollard are a threat to any oppo-

sition.
MI bowlers are also wreak-

ing havoc, especially New
Zealand left-arm pacer Trent
Boult and Jasprit Bumrah, who
are lethal upfront and in the
death.

The two have accounted for
33 wickets, while Australian
Nathan Coulter-Nile (2 wickets)
has supported the duo.

Spinners Krunal (5 wickets)
and Rahul Chahar (13 wickets)
are equally aggressive in the
middle overs.

For Rajasthan, the biggest

worry is the form of
skipper Steve Smith,
who has made 265 runs
from 11 matches and a
mis-firing top-order.

In the course of the
season, Rajasthan have made
constant changes at the top and
that has hurt them badly.

The team does possess qual-
ity players like Ben Strokes (110
runs), Sanju Samson (272 runs)
and Jos Buttler (271), but the trio
has failed to deliver collectively.

With two crucial points at
stake, the management would be
hoping that the three click on
Sunday, something which has
not happened this season.

All-rounder Rahul Tewatia
(224 runs and 7 wickets) has
been a revelation with both the
bat and ball, but too much is
being left for him to achieve.

On the bowling front too,
RR lack consistency.

Only Jofra Archer (15 wick-
ets) has been effective with his
pace but has failed to get support
from fellow pacers Karthik
Tyagi, Jaydev Unadkat and Ankit
Rajpoot, who have 12 wickets
combined. Stokes, as a bowler,
has also been unimpressive and
has failed to get a single wicket
so far.
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Their house in complete dis-
array after eight defeats from

11 outings, Chennai Super Kings
will look to give their forgettable
campaign a semblance of
respectability when they take on
in-form Royal Challengers
Bangalore here on Sunday.

CSK, with six points from
11 games, still have a theoreti-
cal chance to make it to the play-
offs, provided they do not lose
any of their remaining three
games, improve their net run-
rate and all other match results
go their way.

The three-time IPL winners
have struggled in all depart-
ments of the game, leading to
heavy criticism towards skipper
MS Dhoni for not showing
enough faith in the youngsters.

CSK brought in young
Ruturaj Gaekwad and Narayan
Jagadeesan against Mumbai
Indians but both batsmen per-
ished without opening their
account.

The Super Kings batsmen
were rocked by Trent Boult and
Jasprit Bumrah’s devastating
pace-bowling spell, slipping to
21 for five inside the powerplay.

Their bowlers
also failed to make an
impact as the Yellow
Army suffered its
first-ever 10-wicket
defeat on Friday.

Sam Curran’s
half century was the only saving
grace for the CSK. With 173
runs and 10 wickets in 11 games,
the England all-rounder has
been their silver in a devastating
season.

CSK is expected to contin-
ue giving opportunities to the
youngsters, treating the remain-
ing three games as an audition
for the next season.

“We have to make the most
of the next three games and it is
good preparation for the next
year. Identify the batsmen, who
will bowl at the death and hope-
fully the players will soak up the
pressure,” Dhoni said after the
loss to MI.

They run into a RCB squad
which has grown in confidence
as the tournament has pro-
gressed. Virat Kohli and his men
are placed third on the points
table with 14 points, the same as

the table toppers MI and Delhi
Capitals.

They will aim to grab the
two points on offer, while also
trying to improve their net run-
rate, which could play a vital role
in deciding the top two teams
heading to the playoffs.

RCB are coming on the
back of two morale-boosting
victories against Rajasthan
Royals and Kokata Knight
Riders.

While AB de
Villiers single-hand-
edly fetched them the
win against the
Royals, pacer
Mohammed Siraj tor-
mented KKR by

bowling a sensational spell,
including a double-wicket
maiden, in the eight-wicket vic-
tory over the two-time cham-
pions.

The pace
trio of Chris
Morris, Isuru
Udana and
Navdeep Saini
have done well
for the team, while spinners
Washington Sundar and
Yuzvendra Chahal have also
proved effective.

RCB’s strong batting line-
up led by captain Kohli has also
lived up to the billing. Young
opener Devdutt Padikkal has
looked in good touch, while de
Villiers has been a key player.

The two team’s last game
against each other was also on
this ground, with RCB inflict-
ing a 37-run defeat upon CSK.
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MATCHES 25
ROYAL CHALLENGERS 09
CHENNAI SUPER KINGS 15
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S
unrisers Hyderabad bowlers
produced a clinical perfor-
mance to restrict Kings XI

Punjab to a modest 126 for
seven in an Indian Premier
League match here on Saturday.

SRH bowlers responded
impressively to their skipper
David Warner’s decision to field
first, picking wickets at regular
intervals to control the innings.

KXIP Skipper KL Rahul (27),
Mandeep Singh (17) and Chris
Gayle (20) all got starts but
their innings never got going as
they failed to grab the momen-
tum.

SRH perfectly planned
Gayle’s dismissal who came at
one down. They kept the big-hit-
ting batsman quiet for a long
time, consistently bowling wide
of the off stump and in the
process frustrated him.

Gayle repeatedly tried to
force his way out of the shackles

but was dismissed by his West
Indian teammate Jason Holder
(2/27), caught at long-off by
Warner with a wide of the
stumps delivery in the 10th over.

Rashid Khan (2/14) then

went through the defence of
captain Rahul in the first ball off
the next over as KXIP slumped
to 66 for three.

Glenn Maxwell’s (12) strug-
gle with the bat continued as he

too departed soon, holed out to
Warner at long-on off Sandeep
Sharma (2/29) before Deepak
Hooda was stumped by Jonny
Bairstow off Rashid.

Boundaries and sixes were
hard to come by and KXIP bats-
men’s struggle can be gauged
from the fact they failed to find
the fence for more than 11 overs,
which was finally broken by
Nicholas Pooran in the 19th
over.

Pooran ended being the top-
scorer, making an unbeaten 32
off 28 balls. 
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England Test skipper Joe Root
considers Virat Kohli as the

“most complete player” across all
formats, saying he has an all-
round game and his ability to
chase down totals in white-ball
cricket is “extraordinary”.

Root also called country-
man Jos Buttler as the “most
complete white-ball batsman” in
the world currently.

It has been widely accepted
that Kohli, New Zealand skipper
Kane Williamson, Australia’s
Steve Smith and Root are cur-
rently the leading batsmen in
world Test cricket.

“Virat is
probably the
most complete
player out of the
three of them across
formats. His ability
to chase things down
in the limited-overs
format and to pace it
as well as he does as
often as he does and
be not out at the end is
extraordinary,” Root was
quoted as saying by
ESPNCricinfo.

“He’s got a very
good all-round game
but you wouldn’t say

he’s weaker against spin or pace.”
Kohli followed up his disas-

trous 2014 tour of England by
producing 894 runs across the
three formats against the home
team in 2018.

“He obviously struggled on
his first tour to England, but he
scored really heavily when he
came back. And similarly, else-
where in the world, he’s put in
massive performances. All that
with the weight of India on his
shoulders, as well,” Root said.

The 29-year-old said he
tries not to measure himself
against other players but likes to

watch the top three go about
their business.

“I try not to measure
myself against Kohli,

Williamson and Smith. But
I do watch a lot of how

they go about con-
structing different
types of innings
across the three for-
mats.

“You’re looking at
three of the greatest

players the game has
seen. They’re three bril-
liant people to watch
play and learn from. I’m
not sure I’d put myself in
their bracket, to be hon-
est,” he added.

BLOCKBUSTER
SUNDAY
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Kolkata Knight Riders skipper
Eoin Morgan on Saturday

said his team produced its most
complete performance of the
season so far when it upstaged the
fancied Delhi Capitals by 59
runs to stay alive in the IPL.

“I think the timing of this
couldn’t be any better. Playing
against a side who are second
coming towards the business end
of the tournament, two points is
huge,” Morgan said in the post-
match conference.

“We had the most complete
performance as a group in this
tournament so far. Until today, we
feel as if we hadn’t played our best
cricket. Today I think it was
close to that,” he added.

It was Narine (64) and
Rana (81) who set it up
for KKR in a 115-run
partnership from 56 balls.
Playing his first match after
being cleared of a suspect
bowling action, Narine bat-
ted at five and fired on all
cylinders in his 32-ball 64.

“...I think that rubbed off
on Nitish Rana as well.
Watching them play with the
freedom that they did was out-
standing.”

“Sunil has been an integral
part of this franchise for a
number of years now. His abil-
ity as an all-rounder is key in

our team.
“To have him back and come

in and perform not only with the
ball but with the bat, I think is
outstanding. He has just proved
how valuable he is to the team.”

He also spoke very highly of
mystery spinner Chakravarthy
who returned with the first five-
wicket haul of this season.

“He has gelled really well in
the team. I think he’s been one of
the positive stories out of our
campaign so far,” he said of the
man who has been their leading

wicket-taker
this season

with 12
from 10
matches.
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MATCHES 21
RAJASTHAN ROYALS 10
MUMBAI INDIANS 11
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