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The Uttar Pradesh
Government finally did a

series of course corrections on
Saturday in face of massive crit-
icism it faced for preventing the
media and political leaders
from meeting the family mem-
bers of the Hathras gangrape
victim and not reaching out to
the traumatised family.

In a clear indication that
the administration was feeling
the heat of public and media
outrage, the Government first
allowed the media to enter the
Hathras village to meet the
family members of the victim.
Then the DGP and Additional
Chief Secretary of Uttar
Pradesh visited the family
members and tried to provide
them solace and give them the
assurance that the Government
will address their concerns.

This was the first visit by
high-ranking officials of the
Government and police since
the alleged gangrape that took
place on September 14.

Then came the biggest
climbdown of all — Congress
leader Rahul Gandhi and
Priyanka Gandhi were allowed
to enter UP after the State
Government deployed thou-
sands of policemen to stop
them from visiting Hathras. On
Friday BJP leader Uma Bharati
had slammed the Yogi
Government for not allowing
the media or political leaders
from visiting Hathras.

The day ended with Chief
Minister Yogi Adityanath
ordering a CBI probe into the

entire incident, including sex-
ual assault on the girl and her
midnight cremation.

The CM’s decision may
not be the end of the story as
the family members want a
judicial probe into the matter.
Talking to the media, several
members said they want a
court-monitored judicial probe
and were not interested in the
CBI probe.

The UP Government had
little option but to order the CBI
probe since the police faced
massive criticism for the way it
handled the entire case, starting
from September 14 when the
girl was assaulted and on the
fateful night when she was cre-
mated without the presence of
her family members, who were
locked inside their house.

After the Government
decided to place under sus-
pension the Superintendent of
Police and four other cops and
the family members alleged
that the members of the Special
Investigation Team tried to
buy their silence, the
Government had no option but
to order a CBI probe to defuse
the crisis.

Meanwhile, a day after he
was prevented by the Uttar
Pradesh administration from
visiting Hathras, Rahul Gandhi

and Priyanka Gandhi finally
met the grieving family.

“It is the UP Government’s
duty to protect the family of the
Hathras gangrape victim,” Rahul
Gandhi said after meeting the
family while Priyanka said, “We
will continue to struggle till jus-
tice is done”. The family mem-
bers, including the mother of
the victim, started crying and
hugged Priyanka soon after she
reached the place.

Priyanka, who had sought
the resignation of Adityanath
on the issue, after meeting the
mother of the rape victim said
the State CM should under-
stand his responsibility.

“The family needs protec-
tion,” Priyanka said after a
one-on-one chat with the vic-
tim’s mother when the Gandhis
were inside the house of the
victim.

“The family couldn’t see
their daughter for the one last
time. UP CM Yogi Adityanath
should understand his respon-
sibility. Till the time justice is
delivered, we’ll continue this
fight,” Priyanka said, adding
that the family wants a judicial
enquiry into the incident.

Rahul before starting his
journey on Saturday morning
took to Twitter to announce
that no power on this earth can
stop him from visiting Hathras
and meet the family of the rape
victim whose body was cre-
mated secretly. 

The visit of Rahul and
Priyanka and senior Congress
leaders came after a dramatic
standoff with the cops at the
Delhi-UP border. Rahul
Gandhi set off from Delhi at
around 2.30 pm in a silver
Toyota Innova that Priyanka
was driving. Their convoy con-
sisted of around 30 Congress
MPs, including AICC general
secretary KC Venugopal, party

MPs Adhir Ranjan
Chowdhury, Shashi Tharoor
for the 200 km drive via
Yamuna  e-way.

“Nothing in the world can
stop me from going to Hathras
to meet this unhappy family to
share their pain,” Rahul said
before leaving, while Priyanka
said “If not this time, then we
will try again”.

A large number of police-

men —some in riot gear and
wielding lathis — were
deployed at the toll plaza along
the Delhi-Noida Direct (DND)
Flyover with definite instruc-
tions — do not allow Congress
leaders to cross the border.

However, Rahul and
Priyanka Gandhi were allowed
to leave for Hathras from Delhi
along with three other leaders.
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Ateam of doctors from AIIMS has
ruled out murder or foul play in

the death of actor Sushant Singh
Rajput, terming it “a case of hanging
and death by suicide.” The team was
headed by the institute’s forensic chief
Dr Sudhir Gupta.

In its medico-legal opinion to the
CBI, the six-member team ruled out
claims of “poisoning and strangling”,
with Dr Gupta saying the panel did not
find any trace of poison and drugs in
the viscera.

“It is a case of hanging and death
by suicide. We have submitted our con-
clusive report to the Central Bureau of
Investigation (CBI),” Dr Gupta, who is
also the chairman of the forensic
medical board, is reported to have told
a news agency.

There was no injury on the body
other than that of hanging. Also, there
was no mark of struggle and scuffle.
The ligature mark on the neck was
“consistent” with hanging, he said.

The doctors’ panel did not find any
trace of poison and drugs in the vis-
cera,” Dr Gupta told the news agency
but refused to divulge any further
details stating the case is sub-judice.

Film star Rajput, 34, who made his
debut in Bollywood in the much

acclaimed “Kai Po Che’’ seven years
back, was found dead in his apartment
in suburban Bandra in Mumbai on
June 14 under mysterious circum-
stances.

The CBI had taken over the probe
from Bihar Police into the alleged abet-
ment to suicide case filed by the
actor’s father KK Singh in Patna against
Rajput’s girlfriend Rhea Chakraborty
and her family members.

On September 28, the CBI had cat-
egorically said that it has not reached
any conclusion in Rajput’s death case
and that all aspects were under inves-
tigation.

“The Central Bureau of
Investigation is conducting profes-
sional investigation related to death of
Shri Sushant Singh Rajput in which all
aspects are being looked at and no
aspect has been ruled out as of date.
Investigation is continuing.”
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Strategically important Ladakh will
now be linked to the mainland

round the year with Prime Minister
Narendra Modi inaugurating the all-
weather Atal Tunnel on Saturday. 

The tunnel will give a major
boost to the operational readiness of
the troops through logistical back-up,
besides making essential items avail-
able to the local population.

Dedicating the crucial connec-
tivity to the nation, Modi also criti-
cised the main Opposition party
Congress, without naming it, for
neglecting defence and strategic
interests of the country.  

Turn to Page 4
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In a relief to individual borrowers and
medium and small industries, the

Centre has agreed in the Supreme Court
to waive compound interest (interest on
interest) charged on loans of up to �2
crore for a six-month moratorium peri-
od announced due to the Covid-19 pan-
demic. 

It said the Government will seek due
authorisation from Parliament for mak-
ing appropriate grants in this regard and
“the endeavour shall be over and above
the support of �3.7 lakh crore to MSMEs,
�70,000 crore for home loans, etc.

Already extended through the Garib
Kalyan and Aatma Nirbhar packages
announced by government earlier”.

In an affidavit filed by Union
Finance Ministry, it said that the relief
to all borrowers in respect of com-
pounding of interest during the period
of moratorium would be admissible to
the categories specified irrespective of
whether the borrowers had availed the
moratorium or not.

“The Government has decided that
the relief on waiver of compound inter-
est during the six-month moratorium
period shall be limited to the most vul-
nerable category of borrowers. This
category of borrowers, in whose case, the
compounding of interest will be waived,
would be MSME loans and personal
loans of up to �2 crore,” it said.

Turn to Page 4
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With growing political
influence and attempts to

push the issue into a caste con-
flict, the family members of the
Hathras victim have evinced no
interest in the investigation
being transferred to the Central
Bureau of Investigation (CBI)

and want the case to be inves-
tigated by a retired judge of the
Supreme Court, that too under
the supervision of the SC. 

They also expressed dis-
pleasure over the enquiry made
by the Special Investigation
Team (SIT) so far and refused
to undergo narco analysis or
polygraph test.

“We want a probe by the
Supreme Court as the CBI
probe could be influenced
through political pressures,”

the brother of the victim said
on Saturday. 

The family members were
talking to the media after the
district authorities lifted a ban
after two days on Saturday.

They alleged that the State
police were hand-in-gloves
with the accused and hence had
raised the issue of CBI probe
and narco test.

“We have not said anything
false before the police and
media so why should we

undergo a narco test,” the sis-
ter-in-law and brother of the
victim said. 

Earlier Uttar Pradesh
Additional Chief Secretary,
Home Awanish Awasthi met-
ing the victim’s kin at their
house. “It is an extremely sad
incident. We met everyone in
the family. We spoke to them
and assured them that the
strictest action would be taken
against all those found guilty,”
Awasthi told reporters.
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� What was your reaction when you were
offered the role of Maharaja
Krishnadevaraya?

This show is special to me. I grew up
reading Tenali Ram comics. I knew about
the character of Tenali Ram and Raja
Krishnadevaraya. For those who don’t
know much about Tenali Ram and the
relationship he had with Raja
Krishnadevaraya, it is the southern-
counterpart of Akbar-Birbal stories that we
grew up listening to or reading about. I was
excited when this role came my way.
When you grow up reading about a
character and years later, one ends up
playing one of the pivotal roles, I was on
cloud nine.
� Did you have any apprehensions if the
viewers would accept you in this role?

Once you have played Lord Shiv,
everything else is below that. It also means
that people will accept you in any role that
you play be it Vishnu, Krishna or any king
for that matter. The most difficult character
to play is Lord Shiva and for people to
accept you playing that role because
to play this God is tough. He is a
person who doesn't wear regular
clothes, he has a serpent wrapped
around his neck and he has long hair
even though he is clean-shaven. If one
can pull this off, everything else is a
breeze. And for Raja Krishnadevaraya,
I get to wear such beautiful costumes, if
I had my way, I would take them home.
� How is the role of Raja
Krishnadevaraya different from what
you have done in the past?

I have been part of many comic
shows. The only other role that I have
done is Police Factor on Sony SAB.
My role was a modern take on Raja
Krishnadevaraya — everyone
around me is goofy whereas I am
the serious kind. Here also, as the
Raja, I am a serious person. For
comic relief there is Tenali Rama,
tathacharya played by Pankaj Berry
and my younger wife. People relate
to my character more because they
feel I am the regular person and not
someone doing buffoonery. It is
tough to keep a poker face when
everyone around you is doing
stupid things.
� Did you have to prep for the
role?

Yes, I had to. I had to get the
language correct. My Hindi is
good because I have done so
many mythological shows. But I
had to get the body language
and the mannerisms of Raja
Krishnadevaraya right. The
creative team was very
particular about how a king
should behave, talk and walk.

I had to work on this. The character was
on a sabbatical, people had forgotten how
Manav Gohil played the role I had to start
from scratch. I had to be different and yet
be accepted. Due to my previous roles, I was
used to speaking in a certain manner but
the team had other ideas and had to correct
myself to break the mold.
� How was the relationship with the co-
stars?

The three people that my character
interacts with are Tenali Rama; he is a very
down to earth person. He is very hard
working. His Hindi is really good. I finally
get to meet someone whose Hindi is as good
as mine. Then there is Priyanka Singh as
Tirumalamba, my second on-screen wife.
She is a fantastic actor. Third is Pankaj Berry
as Tathacharya. He is a senior actor and one
gets to learn so much from him. He also has
so much energy on the sets, it rubs you off.
� Was it tough to get your first break?

It was not so difficult. Unfortunately, on
TV, people don’t see if you can act or not.
The first thing that they see if you look the
part or not. Initially, I was a very bad actor.
All I could do is deliver my dialogues since
I could memorise them well. I didn’t know
much about how to get the expressions
correct. But slowly, when I started working,
I asked some people how they had honed
their skills. They told me that they were
from the theatre. So, I joined the theatre. I
worked on my skills after I became an actor.
� You have played leads and done
negative roles. Is there a character you
loved playing?

It has to be Chanakya in Chandragupta
Maurya (2018-19) on Sony Entertainment
Television. This role is very close to my
heart. The first thing that Siddharth Kumar
Tewary asked me was if I would go bald.
For an actor it is a big decision to be for one-
and-a-half years. I immediately agreed. I
wanted to play this character so much that
I would have fought Tewary for this role.
I lived this role and gave it my sweat and
blood literally since I fell down 40 feet
during the shoot. Then there is the role
of Mahadev and Ravana in Devon Ke
Dev... Mahadev. Another role – a negative
one – was that of Thakur Tejawat in Rang
Rasiya on Colors TV.
� What next?

Films, I can’t plan. If they come my
way, I will take them up like Dishoom

happened after I got a call from Rohit
Dhawan’s office. I thought the role would
be small but that was not the case. My role
as Inspector Saeed was pretty big. After that
I got a lot of offers but I don’t want to be
part of big films and do small roles.
� Would you say that professionally
satisfied?

I can’t say I am satisfied and I can’t say
I am unhappy. I see myself doing so much
more in the near future.
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‘I am neither satisfied nor unhappy professionally’
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Almost all of us lie  about
something or the other —
either to get out of a tight

situation or because we feel that
the other person is not receptive
or open to listen to the truth. But
what happens when someone’s
entire life becomes a lie? We
know that the truth has to come
out sometime. And that is the time
when it rocks our world and
everything around us comes
crumbling down.

Directed by Sudhir Mishra,

Serious Men is based on the book
by Manu Joseph. It is a beautiful
take on the ageold class divide —
upper and the lower caste. This
divide has been told rather
brilliantly by Nawazuddin
Siddiqui’s character Ayyan Mani,
who works as a personal assistant
in a research institute.

While Siddiqui’s outward
persona doesn’t make it possible
for him to fit the mould of the
Bollywood hero but his sheer
brilliance as an actor makes it
possible for him to explore
different characters while playing
the lead protagonist.

Ayyan, in the office is
submissive but outside, he has
learnt to fight the society and the
injustice that comes his way

because of his caste. Outside he is
out there to dominate. 

Therefore, willing to do
whatever it takes to ensure that he
will never allow the same thing to
happen with his son. He knows
that to achieve this, he must make
sure that his son gets a huge
kickstart in life.

To play these two roles,
Siddiqui has reiterated what a
great performer he is onscreen.
His expressions, his body language
and dialogue delivery keep you
engrossed in a story that is simple
and yet hard-hitting. 

Mishra, through Ayyan takes
us on a journey that has wit and
satire. A movie that makes for a
great watch.
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It is high time that we should move on from making films on engineers.
The way Bollywood is going, it appears that there is no other programme
to pursue. And when you do, you end up at the bottom of the chart. So

much so that one ends up resorting to thieving. If this was reality, most
engineering colleges would empty out in a day. Which parent sends their kid
to get an engineering degree and the kid takes to stealing? Definitely something
seriously wrong with our education system or to be more precise the film. Also,
if profanity puts you off, stay away from this one.

We are living in an era where the audience loves to find a connection with
the characters, in Bahut Hua Samman, the life of its protagonists is way beyond
imagination. Another film on similar lines was Yaariyan where the students
about to be expelled from the school are sent to save it from permanent closure.
But if one can manage to get past this strange notion, one can sit back and
enjoy this film since all is lost in Bahut Hua Samman.

The film does give us gyan about what democracy means and capitalism
is the ill of the society. Sanjay Mishra who plays Baba who has not left the campus
grounds for over 25 years looking for a revolution to prevent capitalism sunk
its teeth deep into the society is amazing to watch. One can say that he single
handedly carries the film forward. He is funny and keeps you entertained.
Raghav Juyal and Abhishek Chauhan shine bright. Ram Kapoor. A thinner
version of him, as an assassin does manage to look menacing enough.

All through, the film manages to keep one engrossed with funny dialogues
and dig at the political scene in the country. Be a comrade, not a sheep is the
mantra here. 

Over all, the film is interesting and entertaining even if the beginning starts
on shaky ground and takes 20 minutes to be where it should have started from.
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It is not very often that Indian cinema is able to make a murder-mystery
that is gripping and keeps you on tenterhooks till the very end.
Nishabdham directed by Hemant Madhukar set in the US, gives the

viewers a great start and takes you back to 1972 with a dual murder which
remains unsolved and the house is deemed haunted and shut for 46 years
till it is sold and the doors open with another murder.

In 1972, the police may have given up and the people declared it
the work of a ghost, in 2019, that is not the case. And so Nishabdham
spins the story of a billionaire, in the era of filthy rich men, two orphan
girls, one of them extremely talented and catches the eye of the
billionaire. Definitely a fairy tale. Unfortunately, the billionaire ends
up dead and so do a whole slew of women from across the country.
Obviously, the two have to be connected.

That is where the film starts to lose its character and the 125
minutes of run time make it a bit tedious. We do know it can’t be the
hand of a ghost since 50 per cent of the plot is revealed mid-ways.
After that is it just one wanting to know the answer to the question
why. Though if one was paying attention, one would get the answer
to the why much earlier. 

This is what ails this movie. A murder- mystery thriller is supposed
to keep the viewer guessing till the very end so that then the murdered
is finally unveiled, there is a gasp. Movies like Khamosh and Drishyam
managed to do this beautifully. But not all is lost here. Anushka Shetty
and R Mahadevan give a good performance. Also, while the movie
is in Telugu, the English subtitles make it possible for the non-Telugu
speaking people to follow this movie.

Over all, Nishabdham is a movie that starts off rather well only
to disappoint as it ends. 
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As much as we want to
know about the man
behind the enchanting

Bigg Boss’ voice, we also would
have wondered about the man
who designs this much sought-
after house with the same
excitement, if not more. The
man who brings the house to
life while adhering to the
unique themes of every season.

Meet Omung Kumar, a
film director and production
designer, who has been
designing the BB house all
these years.

Ask Kumar what it takes to
design the house and he is
quick to answer — lots of
thinking and days of hard
work.

“While we were designing
the theme for this year, the
disaster that has gripped the
world made us apprehensive
about everything. That’s when
it hit us, that it is the future that
we talk about in films or
dramas — no one on the roads
and so on. And that the future
is here. We shared the ideas
with the creatives and they
loved it. That’s how the theme
for this year — Futuristic — got
finalised. Then the creatives
helped us in realising what are
we longing for in the current
time and without a second
thought it is visiting a mall or
going to a spa or movie theatre.
That’s how we put this all
together,” Kumar, who has
directed films like Mary Kom,
Sarbjit and Bhoomi, tells you.

Everything in the house is
given a futuristic look. Take for
example the movie theatre that
has been like a spaceship. 

“The whole house is
designed like a web. There are
curved walls at most of the
places, the dining area, the
most common place for
bitching, has been given the
look of a cafeteria. So there are
four separate tables instead of
the usual long one. The four
tables can be joined to make
one. Also the hall where
contestants interact with
Salman Khan on weekends is
very near to the bedroom area
this time. So from the hall itself,
people can see the activities
happening in the bedroom

during Weekend Ka Vaar. And
this time we have given lots of
sitting areas,” he explains. The
colours too has been chosen
wisely — metallic and acrylic
colours are used everywhere to
do justice with the theme.

To redo and revamp the
house every year, Kumar says,
is like challenging yourself. 

“Redesigning the place is
difficult. One has to change the
complete orientation. And
that’s where the excitement
lies. In all these years, whenever
the first episode goes on air,
messages pour in from both
family and friends telling us
that the house is better than
ever. And that’s what we, Vanita
(wife) and I, want to hear. Even
if for once if anybody said that
this year the design isn’t good
enough, we’ll fail that very
moment. 

Our efforts is to redo the
design and house in a way that
it looks fresh and lively. And to
make sure this happens, we
have to imagine ourselves as
contestants each and every
time and then design
accordingly. We put ourselves
into their shoes and think
which corner will be the most
important one for us. This

way we can do justice to our
job. Also along with the
contestants, the house also
becomes the hero of the show,
hence we put out all the
craziness on the walls or where
ever possible. We need to give
contestants something to talk
about,” Kumar says and tells
you that it usually requires
around 60 days to complete the
designing.

Out of all, the most exciting
part of designing the house for
Kumar is to see people’s faces
after the process is done. “We
usually prop up the house two
days prior to the grand finale.
That day no one from the
creatives or from the channel is
allowed inside the house. This
adds to the excitement because
we have the full liberty to design
the house in our way, the
channel and the whole team
supports us. And after
everything is done like the
bedsheets, the pillows and the
crockery is set, we have our
dinner at the dining table. That
feeling cannot be expressed in
words. It is a sense of satisfaction
after a job is done. And when
the finale episode has to be shot
and the cast and crew enters the
house, their jaws drop in awe

and they always ask how can I
do this transformation in two
days. Seeing this expression on
their face is the most exciting
thing for me,” Kumar tells you.

His least favourite part is to
decorate and design the
storeroom. “The reason being
because it is the most messy
place in the house. The
contestants just throw in their
clothes and suitcases and what
not in the area. 

I feel very irritated when I
see the area messed up on TV.
So much so that I start
messaging the creatives and tell
them that Bigg Boss should yell
at these contestants for keeping
the area so untidy. It just really
bothers me a lot,” he says. 

Not to mention the feeling
that Vanita and Kumar have
whenever the contestants
damage the property. 

“It is so annoying. Bigg
Boss is like our baby. We have
always worked on it the way we
would take care of our house. So
whenever a contestant breaks
anything Vanita gets angry and
she shouts: ‘Isne mera table
toda, aise kaise tod sakte hain
samaan ko’. We both are
extremely possessive about the
house,” Kumar says.
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With the '10 Hafte 10 Baje
10 Minute' campaign of

the Delhi Government gaining
momentum amongst various
sections of the society, the fifth
week of the campaign seeks to
engage school children in cre-
ating awareness regarding mea-
sures to prevent dengue.

In the fifth week of the
dengue campaign, the school
children will be encouraged to
do their homework by inspect-
ing their houses at 10 AM for
10 minutes for signs of stagnant

clean water. After inspecting
their houses and draining the
accumulated water, the chil-
dren will also be encouraged to
call their friends and motivate
them to inspect their houses for
clean stagnant water and par-
ticipate in the campaign, the
government said in a statement.  

Last week, Kejriwal had
asked all the RWAs of Delhi to
come forward and make the
residents in their localities
aware of the measures to be
taken to prevent dengue.

Taking to social media last
week, Kejriwal had tweeted,

"Taking forward the campaign
against dengue today on the
fourth Sunday by replacing the
water collected at home. In this
way, we have to stop the breed-
ing of dengue mosquitoes and
protect our family and the entire
Delhi from Dengue.#
10Hafte10Baje10Minute Har
Ravivaar Dengue Par Vaar."

This year, the Delhi gov-
ernment has also launched a
telephonic helpline -
01123300012 and WhatsApp
helpline - 8595920530 to assist
the general public with
Dengue.
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Scores of Congress workers
and members of the ‘All

Delhi Auto-Taxi Transport
Congress Union’ staged a
demonstration at Delhi Chief
Minister Arvind Kejriwal’s res-
idence at Civil Lines to protest
against the “wrong policies” of
the Centre and the Delhi
Government.

The demonstrators
demanded the withdrawal of
the Motor Vehicles
Amendment Bill 2019 as
according to this bill as the
challan amounts have been
doubled. “After the demon-
strators assembled at the trau-
ma centre, the Delhi Police as
usual acted in a high-handed
manner to detain the Congress
and auto-taxi union members,”
the party said in a statement.

Party leaders said that auto
and taxi drivers were getting
challans without any valid rea-
son. Prominent among those
who participated in the gherao
and demonstration were vice-
presidents Jai Kishan and
Mudit Agarwal and Parvez
Alam besides others.

“Due to the Covid-19 pan-
demic crisis, auto-taxi drivers
were in severe financial condi-
tions, and even stationary vehi-
cles are  being issued challans by
the traffic police after taking their
photos, as these heavy challans
are adding to their financial
distress,” Jai Kishan said.

The amendment made by
the Modi Government in the
Motor Vehicles Act in 2019 has

made the lives of the auto and
taxi drivers miserable as they
are now getting highly inflated
challans, even for minor laps-
es, Kishan said, demanding
that all challans issued during
the Covid-19 pandemic lock-
down period should be can-
celled.

The leaders of auto-taxi
unions demanded that the
Delhi Government Motor

Vehicles Act Section 66/192A
should be withdrawn from the
Delhi Transport Enforcement
and Delhi Traffic Police author-
ities. The leaders also demand-
ed that EMI on their loans
should be waived for two years
and interest accrued during the
Covid-19 lockdown should be
written off to provide relief to
the auto and taxi drivers and
owners.
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Aam Aadmi Party (AAP)
national spokesperson and

MLA from Rajinder Nagar
Raghav Chadha on Saturday
distributed immunity boosting
Ayurvedic medicines to people
at the Naraina Vihar
Community Centre.

The free distribution camp
was organised in collaboration
with Chaudhary Brahm
Prakash Ayurved Charak
Sansthan. During the four-
hour long health camp, Chadha
interacted with several people
who shared their individual
health concerns with him.

“With the global pandem-
ic taking time to abate, it is
important that we all build our
immunity system. Till the time
a workable vaccine becomes
available to us, we need to take
possible preventive measures.
The Ayurvedic medicines
developed at Chaudhary
Brahm Prakash Ayurved
Charak Sansthan are one such
line of defence,” said Chadha.

Chadha said, “Ayurveda is
a plant-based science and if

adopted with care, can prove to
be beneficial for all. At the same
time, we need to keep in mind
that these are only immunity-
boosting medicines, and not a
cure for Covid-19. Unless we
get affordable vaccines that
can actually cure us of Covid-
19, preventive measures such as
immunity-boosting medicines
and wearing a mask properly at
all times is the only way we can
protect ourselves.”

Each kit has six Ayurvedic
medicines such as Sitopaladi
Choorna, Samsamani Vati,
Amalaki Choorna,
Agastyaharitaki Rasayana, Ark
Ajwayan and Nagaradi Kvath
Choorna. Chadha distributed
500 such kits at the camp.
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The Delhi Metro Rail
Corporation (DMRC)

announced on Saturday that it
will begin services at 6 am on
Sunday to facilitate candidates of
Civil Services (Preliminary)
examination to reach examina-
tion centres across the NCR.

"To facilitate students for the
UPSC examination, Delhi Metro
services will begin at 6 am from
terminal stations of all lines on
October 4," DMRC tweeted.

Considering the coronavirus
pandemic, the Union Public
Service Commission (UPSC)
has made special arrangements
and set up 72 centres and 2,500
sub-centres for the CS (Prelims)
exam.

Ten lakh candidates have
registered for the exam this year.
The Delhi Metro resumed ser-
vices on September 7 in a grad-
ed manner and all the lines were
opened from September 12 with
some of the precautions such as
closed token counters, limited
entry and exit points, thermal
scanners, and sanitisers among
others to enable commuters to
adhere to COVID-19 protection
protocols.
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The National Capital record-
ed 34 COVID-19 fatalities

and 2258 cases on Saturday,
pushing the death toll to 5,472
and the caseload to over 2. 88
lakh. The active cases tally
stood at 25,234.

According to a bulletin
issued by the Delhi health
department, the fresh cases
came out of the 39,306 tests.
The number of Rapid-Antigen
Tests conducted on Friday
stood at 30,462, while 8844 RT-
PCR, CBNAAT and True
NAAT tests were conducted.
The number of tests done per
million, as on Saturday, was
over 1.70 lakh while the total
number of tests stood at over
32.30 lakh.

On September 29, 48
deaths were reported, the high-
est number of fatalities record-
ed in a day since July 16, when
the city saw 58 fatalities.

The bulletin said the total
number of cases has climbed to
287930. The number of con-
tainment zones in Delhi
jumped to 2,658 on Saturday
from 2,648 on Friday. The pos-
itivity rate stood at 8.91 per cent
while the recovery rate was
over 88 per cent, the bulletin
said, adding the case fatality

rate stood at 1.9 per cent.
Delhi government has sig-

nificantly ramped up testing in
the past few days. 

The number of tests con-
ducted and corresponding
fresh cases reported, ranged
from 24,198 (2,312) on
September 1 to 61,973 (4,071)
on September 19.

The bulletin said 257224
patients have recovered, been
discharged or migrated so far.
Since August 18, cases again
have been coming in four-fig-
ure count in the city.

The bulletin said out of the

total number of 15840 beds in
COVID hospitals 9851 is
vacant. It said 783 beds in
COVID care centres are occu-
pied by persons under quar-
antine, including travellers who
have returned by Vande Bharat
Mission and bubble flights.
The number of people in home
isolation slightly dropped to
15449 compared to 15,852 the
previous day.

Meanwhile, Delhi Health
Minister Satyender Jain took a
meeting with Medical
Directors and Superintendents
of all Delhi Government hos-

pitals to review the status of
testing. Chief Secretary of Delhi
also  took a review meeting of
all District Magistrates on coro-
navirus management

The additional chief secre-
tary of services on Friday dis-
cussed the launch of an inten-
sive COVID-19 campaign with
all additional chief secretaries,
principals secretaries, com-
missioner of municipal corpo-
rations, chairman NDMC, sec-
retaries, heads of all depart-
ments, corporations,
autonomous bodies of Delhi
government. ��
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Delhi Police has arrested a
23-year-old criminal who

applied poop on his body in
order to escape from the
clutches of personnel at
Kashmere Gate area. 

The accused has been iden-
tified as Arjun, a resident of
Madangir. Police said that he
was previously found involved
in four criminal cases. 

According to Anto
Alphonse, the Deputy
Commissioner of Police
(DCP), North district, on
Thursday, police were
patrolling near Nitya Nand
Marg, Kashmere Gate metro
station gate number-3. 

"They saw two men on a
bike in suspicious. They were

signaled to stop, but instead of
stopping, they sped up towards
staff in order to intimidate
them," said the DCP. 

“Their bike slipped and
they tried to escape from the
spot, however, one person suc-
ceeded in absconding by run-
ning in opposite direction of
traffic coming on Yudhister
Setu, whereas Arjun was caught
after a chase for around one
kilometer,” said the Deputy
Commissioner of Police.  

"He tried to use pepper
spray on police but could not
succeed. In order to get free
from the clutches of police, he
took out poop from his pant
and applied all over his face
body and even on the clothes
of the police officials. The
policeman even then caught

hold of him and apprehended
the accused, " said the DCP. 

"Interrogation revealed that
Arjun, along with his accom-
plice, used to commit rob-
bery.When they did not get an
easy target, they spill oil on car
and by deceiving its driver, steal
belongings from the vehicle,
the DCP said. 

"He kept knife and pepper
spray for threatening people
and police. Raids were con-
ducted to nab his associate
Kundae, he said.

One gold chain piece, one
bike, one pepper spray, one bot-
tle automobile oil used for
spilling on car engines, ball
bearing used for breaking glass
and one trigger knife were
recovered from his possession,
police added.
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Delhi Police has arrested a
28-year-old man from

Assam for allegedly killing his
girlfriend over the suspicion of
having relationship with anoth-
er person in southwest Delhi’s
Chhawla area. 

The accused has been iden-
tified as Satish Kumar, a resi-
dent of Qutub Vihar. Police said
that Kumar and his girlfriend
used to work in same organi-
sation in Gurgaon. 

According to Santosh
Kumar Meena, the Deputy
Commissioner of Police
(DCP), Dwarka district, on
September 2 at 9.51 am, police
received information regarding
a foul smell and some liquid
coming out of locked room in
Chhawla area. 

"Police reached the spot
where they found a body of a
woman inside the bed of a
locked room.The body was in
semi-decomposed condition.
The deceased was identified as
Dishu Kumari. She used to
work in a BPO in Gurgaon,"
said the DCP. 

"Police checked the CCTV

footages and found that
deceased, along with the sus-
pect, had entered the room on
September 23. However, only
the suspect came out of the
house after few hours and took
the scooter of his friend along
with him," said the DCP. 

"During investigation,
police got a tip-off that the sus-
pect fled towards Dibrugarh in
Assam and will visit his friend
there. He called one of his
friends using phone of a local
shopkeeper in Dibrugarh and
told him that his scooter was
parked at Alambagh bus stand
in Lucknow," said the DCP. 

“Later, Kumar was appre-
hended from a hotel in
Dibrugarh. He had booked a
taxi and was ready to move to
Shillong in Meghalaya,” said the
DCP.  

"Interrogation revealed that
Kumar got married in April
2017 and has a two-year-old
one daughter. He left his fam-
ily and started living in rented
accommodation at Qutub
Vihar. He was working in BPO
in Gurgaon was in relation with
Dishu since 2017, the DCP
said. 
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Following the Covid-19, a nation-
wide lockdown was imposed in

March for three months and since
then the virtual sex has seen a steep
rise on the social media as a new
hub for sex trade and mostly the
minors between age group 0f 14 to
17 are becoming their targets.

Several accounts on social
media sites such as Facebook and
Instagram are being used for virtu-
al sex. The social media users
indulge in this illegal practice are
sharing their mobile numbers on
their account and it is very easy to
contact them on WhatsApp.

“The phone numbers shared on
these social media accounts and
access to online payment methods
such as PayTM and PhonePe, the
minor attracts to these accounts and
they even tend to hide it from their
parents,” said an expert.

These users also have charge
rate cards which they share through
WhatsApp, starting from Rs 300 or
depending on the service needed.
The payment is done through e-wal-
let or other mode of online payment.

According to Dr Arti Anand,
Consultant clinical psychologist,

Sir Gangaram hospital in Delhi, the
children as young as nine years have
been caught by their parents watch-
ing porn or sex related videos and
pics during lock down.

“As most of them have access to
internet due to online classes and
virtual games etc it is becoming dif-
ficult to keep tab on children. The
excessive use of virtual sex can be
addictive and lead to behavioral and
psychological disorders,” said Dr
Anand.

The Pioneer correspondent
scanned such accounts on social
media sites and when the corre-
spondent, after getting the number
displayed on social media account,
asked one of the sex workers indulge
in virtual sex, reason for such prac-
tise, she did not respond and hung
up the phone.

When the same was contacted
for virtual sex, through other mobile
number, the details of the charges
were shared by the person on
WhatsApp.

The accounts users involved in
making social media popular haven
for sexual solicitation are updating
their stories on their page with “DM
for Fun” with emojis or their semi
naked pictures. The account users

are also updating PayTM, Google
Pay and PhonePe accepted.

According to Pavan Duggal,
founder and chairman of
International Commission on Cyber

Security Law, these kinds of things
are popping as there is no political
will to regulate them.

“There are section 67 (punish-
ment for publishing or transmitting

obscene material in electronic form
and 67A (punishment for publish-
ing or transmitting of material con-
taining sexually explicit act, etc., in
electronic form) IT Act publication

of sexual content as a criminal
offense,” said Duggal adding that
Section 67 IT act 2000 would not be
able to stop the virtual sex or digi-
tal sex and it needs to be amended.

“Three times I have testified in
Parliamentarian committees to
amend the IT act and include vir-
tual sex as it is on rise. I have also
written to various government agen-
cies as it is impacting the minds of
youngsters,” said Duggal. 

“The virtual sex services goes
beyond the publishing obscene con-
tent. We need to stop virtual sex
through a legal framework which we
do not have right now. The reason
behind the rise in such virtual sex
accounts on social media is because
as people were in the house, during
the lockdown, they started explor-
ing such accounts. Due to lockdown,
there was a dedicated target audi-
ence. Virtual sex needs to recognize
as a problem and people must be
encouraged to report virtual sex
cases even anonymous,” said
Duggal. 

“The cyber criminals are also
indulged in practice of providing
service of virtual sex. During the
activity, they will ask for the access
of your camera or they will hack it.

They will take your financial records
from the phones or computer and
they will take your photos, edit it or
create an obscene photo and later
extort you on the pretext of putting
your picture in public domain.
These cyber criminals will harass the
victims due to which many decide
to end their lives as they think that
their image would be harmed in the
society,” said Duggal.

“Maximum the virtual sex tar-
gets minors, adolescences and yuva.
More and more people are getting
depress following the COVID-19
pandemic but people have to be
careful that virtual sex is a virtual
nightmare to go into. Apart from the
initial satisfaction, the people
become a victim to cyber-crime,”
Duggal added.

“Most of the children are now
using Instagram, Facebook and
other social media websites and
even they are using PayTM, Google
pay. For children between age group
of 14 to 17, such virtual sex accounts
are not only impacting their stud-
ies but it also diverting their mind
towards negativity. There should be
some action against such accounts,”
said Aditya Okhade, a resident of
Chattarpur area.   
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After it recorded daily fatal-
ity tallies ranging from

394 to 481 for the four con-
secutive days, the number of
Covid 19-triggered deaths in
Maharashtra dropped to 278
on Saturday, while 14,348
people tested positive for
Coronavirus in various parts
of the state.

The drop in the number
of deaths came as a big relief
to the state health authorities,
since Maharashtra had wit-

nessed 430, 481, 394 and 424
deaths respectively on
Tuesday,  Wednesday,
Thursday  and Friday.

With fresh 278 deaths,
the Covid-19 toll  in
Maharashtra rose from 37,480
to 37,758. Similarly, with
14348 new infected cases, the
total infections in the state
jumped from 14,16,513 to
14,30,861.

On a day when 16,835
people were discharged from
various hospitals in the state,
the number of people dis-

charged from various hospi-
tals after full recovery since
the second week of March this
year went up to 11,34,555. The
recovery rate in the state rose
from 78.91 to 79.3 per cent.

Of the 278 fresh deaths,
Mumbai and Satara account-
ed for a maximum of 46
deaths each, while there were
35 deaths in Thane, 27 each in
Pune and Nagpur, 16 in
Sangli, 14 in Nashik and 11
deaths in Latur.

In the lower range, there
were 8 deaths in Raigad, 7

each in Kolhapur and Gondia,
6 in Solapur, 5 in Palghar, 4
each in Jalgaon and Wardha,
3 in Aurangabad, 2 each in
Nandurbar, Jalna, Nanded and
Chandrapur and one death
each in Ahmednagar,
Sindhudug,  Beed and
Washim.

With 46 deaths,  the
Covid-19 toll in Mumbai went
up from 9,014 to 9,060 while
the number of infected cases
rose by 2,402 to trigger a
jump in the total number of
infections from 210,060 to

212,462.
Meanwhile, the mortality

rate in the state stood at 2.64
per cent. The number of
“active cases” in the state
dropped marginally from
Thursday’s figure of 2,60,876
to 2,58,108.

Pune district, infected
cases continued to be the
worst-affected city-district in
Maharashtra, crossed 3 lakh
infection mark, as the total
number of cases touched a
final figure of 3,00,623, while
the total number of deaths in

Pune increased from  5904 to
5931.

Thane district remained
on the third spot --after Pune
and Mumbai – with 1,92,385
total cases, while the pan-
demic toll rose from  4938 to
4973. Out of 70,35,296 sam-
ples sent to laboratories,
14,30,861 have tested positive
(20.34 per cent) for COVID-
19 until Saturday.

Currently, 22,03,966 peo-
ple are in home quarantine
while 28,414 people are in
institutional quarantine.
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The Uttar Pradesh govern-
ment claimed to have taken

several measures for providing
a safe atmosphere to women
and checking crime against
them through speedy trial and
also launching a crackdown on
eve-teasers.  

The government said that
it was ensuring that the accused
as well as convicts in crime
against women, including rape,
were put to task in a speedy
manner and this was evident
from five death penalties and
life imprisonment to 193 such
accused during the Yogi
Adityanath regime.

The government
spokesman said on Saturday
that justice had been fast-
tracked during the Yogi
Adityanath regime and it
resulted in sharp decline of
42.24 per cent in rape cases in
2020 as compared to the cases
in 2016.  

“Similarly, the cases of
abduction of women have also
come down considerably. In
fact, crime against women has
shown a steady decline ever
since the Yogi government has
come into power,” he said.

There has been a 27.32 per
cent decrease in incidents of

rapes in 2020 as compared to
2019. 

The government has taken
up prosecution in an effective
manner while providing strong
evidence in the court. It has
resulted in fast conviction as
193 criminals have so far been
sentenced to life imprison-
ment under POCSO Act. 

The Nirbhaya Fund was set
up by the Central government
to ensure the safety of women
in eight cities of the country,
including Lucknow.  Under
the Nirbhaya Fund, the Yogi
government integrated and
strengthened the Women
Power Line -1090 and other
security agencies along with the
Lucknow police for the pro-
tection of women in the state. 

The spokesman said that
the Yogi government also
deployed Anti-Romeo Squad
across the state with the deploy-
ment of women policemen in
plain uniforms, a UP-112 App
for security of women at night
and also set up women help
desks along with pink booths
at various cross-roads.

In a major step, the state
government, to strengthen the
safety of girls, set up a confi-
dential complaint box in all
schools across the state to catch
eve-teasers. The objective

behind this new system is to
strengthen the female voices
that hesitate to come forward
and lodge complaints. 

The government has given
instructions to police stations
to regularly investigate these
complaint boxes. Circle officer
and superintendent of police
have been entrusted with the
responsibility of monitoring
the complaints received in the
boxes.

In another landmark
endeavour towards women’s
safety, the state government has
entrusted the police with the
responsibility of escorting
women to home through PRV
112 mobile van facility. This
facility, a unique one, is quite
helpful in eliminating any
potential danger to women’s
safety at night.  

The accused in woman
abduction and dowry death
cases have also been dealt with
a heavy hand, by way of strong
prosecution. 

According to the statistics
provided by the Uttar Pradesh
Police, there has been a decline
of 10.01 per cent in dowry cases
in 2020 since the last four
years. Also, there has been a
decrease of 38.46 per cent in
the incidence of kidnapping
since 2016.
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Jitendra Singh on Saturday dis-
cussed with the farmers living
in the border areas of Kathua
district of Jammu and Kashmir
the virtues of the new farm
laws, saying "Prime Minister
Narendra Modi has corrected
a huge anomaly in the farming
sector".

Singh said the earlier sys-
tem of middlemen taking

charge of the crop and arrang-
ing for its sale might have
been relevant till about two
decades ago but today's farmer
is young, educated, well-
informed and well-connected
and, therefore, capable of exer-
cising the option of choosing
the buyer for himself.

Today's farmer, reiterated
Singh, is actually an agricul-
tural technocrat who has the

capacity to decide sitting on a
computer which will be the
most profitable crop to sow in
the coming season.

He said the farmer today
also has the facility to discov-
er online to whom best to sell
his product across the country.

Singh said with the kind of
means and opportunities avail-
able to the young agricultural
technocrats of today, we have

no right to deprive them of the
avenues available to other tech-
nocrats and entrepreneurs.

Prime Minister Narendra
Modi has corrected a huge
anomaly in the farming sector
of India, he added.

Allaying apprehensions
that big business houses will
take over farming and the
farmers' land will be forcibly
taken over, Singh said, the new

laws have ensured all safe-
guards. He again alleged that all
the hue and cry is being raised
by professional protesters who
have nothing to do with farm-
ing.

The interaction was
arranged by the Kathua unit of
the BJP led by its 
District President
Raghunandan Singh.

IANS
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He claimed the defence

interests were compromised
under its rule.

The Prime Minister cited a
number of projects, from the
tunnel to the air strip at Daulat
Beg Oldi in Ladakh, and
claimed they had been either
delayed or forgotten. 

He questioned the “com-
pulsion” or “pressure” that
might have been beyond the
delays.

“There was no political
will. I can talk about dozens of
projects that are important
from the strategic point of
view, but for years they were
neglected,” he said, adding,
“Nothing is more important to
us than protecting the coun-
try... the nation has seen an era
when defence interests were
compromised.”

The nine-km long tunnel
in Rohtang constructed by the
Border Roads Organisation
(BRO) connects Manali to the
Lahaul-Spiti valley and reduces
travel time to Leh (in the
Union Territory of Ladakh) by
up to five hours and more than
45 km.

Describing the moment as
a “historic day” and one that
heralded the realisation of for-
mer Prime Minister Atal Bihari
Vajpayee’s dream - the tunnel
has been named after him -
Modi said the tunnel would
strengthen India’s border infra-
structure.

“The Atal tunnel will give
new strength to India’s border
infrastructure. It is an example
of world-class border connec-
tivity. There have been
demands to improve border
infrastructure but, for a long
time, such projects either
couldn’t get out of the planning
stage or got stuck midway,” the
Prime Minister said in his
inauguration speech.

“This tunnel is not only
important to Himachal, but
also because it facilitates a
connection to Ladakh. People
who live in the mountains
would know the significance of
cutting down travel time by
four or five hours,” the Prime
Minister added.

He was accompanied by
Defence Minister Rajnath
Singh, Chief of Defence Staff
(CDS) General Bipin Rawat
and Army Chief General MM
Naravane, as well as Himachal
Chief Minister Jairam Thakur.

Described as the longest
highway construction of its
kind in the world (above 10,000
feet), the 9.02 km-long Atal
Tunnel is built to “ultra-mod-
ern specifications” at an altitude
of 3,000 metres (10,000 feet) in
the Pir Panjal range of
Himalayas.

It is a horse shoe-shaped,
single-tube, double lane tunnel
with a roadway of eight metres
and has an overhead clearance

of 5.525 metres, the Prime
Minister’s Office said in a state-
ment.

The tunnel has been
designed for traffic density of
3,000 cars and 1,500 trucks per
day, each of which can travel at
a maximum speed of 80 kmph.
The south portal (SP) of the
tunnel is located at a distance
of 25 km from Manali and at an
altitude of 3,060 metres. The
north portal (NP) is located
near the Teling village in the
Lahaul Valley at an altitude of
3,071 metres.

The decision to construct
a strategic tunnel below the
Rohtang Pass in Himachal
Pradesh was taken on June 3,
2000, when Atal Bihari
Vajpayee was Prime Minister.
The foundation stone for the
access road to the South Portal
was laid on May 26, 2002.
The Union Cabinet decided in
2019 to name the Rohtang
Tunnel as Atal Tunnel to hon-
our the contribution made by
the former Prime Minister.

Explaining the significance
of the tunnel in terms of
defence preparedness, officials
said earlier, the Army used to
start its winter stocking for
Ladakh in the four month
window in summers as all the
approach passes like Rohtang
and Zojila in Kashmir get
blocked due to snow from
October onwards.

The other unique features
of the Tunnel include state-of-
the-art electromechanical sys-
tem including semi transverse
ventilation system, SCADA
controlled firefighting, illumi-
nation, and monitoring system,
entry barriers at both portals,
telephone connections at every
150 meters for emergency com-
munication. 

The other features are fire
hydrant mechanisms at every
60 meters, auto incident detec-
tion system with CCTV cam-
eras at every 250 meters, Air
quality monitoring at every 1
km, evacuation lighting or exit
signs at every 25 meters,
Broadcasting system through-
out the tunnel, fire-rated
Dampers at every 50 meters
and also has cameras at every
60 meters.

From Page 1
The Congress workers and

leaders also alleged that police-
men had hit them with batons
during skirmish while they
were trying to cross over to the
UP side from Delhi to proceed
for Hathras.

Alok Singh, the Noida
Police Commissioner said that
following the Covid-19 out-
break the authorities have
imposed Section 144 of CrPC
in Noida and Greater Noida.

“Considering the social
distancing and other related

norms, permission has been
granted for five people, includ-
ing Rahul Gandhi and
Priyanka Gandhi Vadra,” he
said.

The Government had pre-
viously insisted that large gath-
erings - such as those of the
Congress delegation - were not
allowed in line with Covid
management guidelines. These
orders prohibit people from
travelling in groups of more
than five.

The day also saw media-
persons talking to family

members for the first time in
three days. During these day-
long interaction, family mem-
bers kept telling about the
attempt by the administra-
tion and the SIT to buy and
browbeat them. The victim’s
mother disclosed that the
members of the SIT said that
they should be happy that
they were being given a house
and such huge compensation.
“After all if her daughter had
died of corona, she would
have got nothing,” they report-
edly told her.
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The loans were categorised

into eight categories by the
Government, including MSME
(Micro, Small and Medium
Enterprises), education, hous-
ing, consumer durable, credit
card dues, auto, personal, and
consumption.

It further said that any
individual/entity whose loan
amount is more than Rs 2 crore
will not be eligible for waiver
of the compounding of inter-
est. It said in view of the

cumulative circumstances, after
careful consideration and
weighing all possible options,
the government has decided to
continue the tradition of hand
holding of small borrowers.

The affidavit has been filed
by the Centre in response to a
batch of pleas in the apex
court raising issues pertaining
to validity of RBI’s March 27
circular which allowed lending
institutions to grant moratori-
um on payment of instalments
of term loans falling due

between March 1, 2020 and
May 31 this year due to the
pandemic. Later, the period of
moratorium was extended till
August 31.

Earlier, in the matter, the
Centre had told the top court
that waiver of interest on
deferred EMIs during morato-
rium period would be against
“the basic canons of finance”
and unfair to those who repaid
loans as per schedule.

The Centre in the fresh
affidavit said that waiving com-
pound interest would result in
very substantial and significant
financial burden and it is

impossible for the banks to
bear the burden without pass-
ing on the financial impact to
the depositors or affecting their
net worth adversely, which
would not be in the larger
national economic interest.

It said that the only solu-
tion under the circumstances is
that “the Government bears the
burden resulting from waiver
of compound interest and this
court would be satisfied that
government bearing this bur-
den would naturally have an
impact on several other press-
ing commitments being faced
by the nation”.
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Guwahati: A moderate quake
measuring 3.9 on the Richter
scale hit Assam's Kamrup dis-
trict on Saturday night, causing
panic among people, officials
said.

According to the state dis-
aster management officials, no
loss of life or property has been
reported as yet.

As per the data of the
National Centre for
Seismology, the quake occurred
at 21.06 p.m. on Saturday and
was at a depth of 10 km with
epicentre in 51 km west of
Guwahati city.

The tremor, which lasted
for several seconds, forced
panic-stricken people to run
out of their homes.

Northeastern states, espe-
cially Mizoram, frequently wit-
ness mild to moderate earth-
quakes. Seismologists consid-
er the mountainous northeast
region as the sixth major earth-
quake-prone belt in the world.

In 1950, an earthquake
measuring 8.7 on the Richter
scale had altered the course of
the mighty Brahmaputra river,
which passes by the congested
Guwahati city.
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A36-year-old woman has
alleged that she was

repeatedly raped and threat-
ened by a Gurugram police
head constable.

The woman has lodged a
complaint with the Delhi
Police against the head con-
stable.

A zero FIR in this regard
has been filed at the Dwarka
police station and has been
sent to Gurugram Police.
Gurugram Police has regis-
tered a case under section 376
and 506 of the IPC at the
Sadar police station, the
police said on Sunday.

According to the police,
the victim hails from Uttam
Nagar in Delhi. She works in
a private bank in Delhi.

"She alleged in her police
complaint that she came in
contact with the Haryana
police head constable who
was identified as Sudhir, a res-

ident of Rohtak, in 2017. A
few days after their friendship
Sudhir took her to a hotel in
Sector-39 and raped her."

Thereafter, the head con-
stable raped her several times
on multiple occasions and
threatened her with dire con-
sequences if she disclosed
the matter to anyone, the
woman stated in her police
complaint.

Sudhir, who is currently
posted at the city police sta-
tion in Gurugram, said that
the allegations made by the
woman are false and that he
is ready for any investigation.

"Delhi Police had filed a
zero FIR. Based on that, a case
has been registered and inves-
tigation started. Action will be
taken based on the facts that
come up during the investi-
gation. The woman will be
called for statement and ques-
tioned,"  Stat ion House
Officer, Sadar police station,
Dinesh Yadav said.
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overcoming the critical infra-
structural deficiency hamper-
ing train operations at an opti-
mal level, South Western
Railway, Mysuru Division has
introduced an upgraded sig-
nalling project in the Ghat
section for enhanced safety.

A SWR official disclosed
that this work was executed at
a cost of Rs 4.4 crore, which
was borne by Hassan-
Mangalore Rail Development
Company Limited.

"The Multi-Section Digital
Axle Counter (MSDAC) tech-
nology commissioned between
Yedakumari and Kadagaravalli
stations on the Sakaleshpur-
Subramanya Road Ghat
Section on October 1 in record
time will significantly enhance
the sectional line capacity," a
note released by the SWR stat-
ed.

South Western Railway,
Mysuru Division Divisional
Railway Manager, Aparna Garg
asserted that the introduction
of the new safety protocol will

pave the way for safer and more
efficient train operations in
the Ghat section where the
demand for new passenger
services is being made persis-
tently.

According to the note,
nearly 35 per cent enhanced
capacity would help in intro-
ducing additional passenger
services and also the operation
of freight trains will be more
efficient as detentions are
brought down. "The new tech-
nology greatly reduces the
maintenance of track circuits in
the inhospitable terrain of the
Ghat section," the note further
read.

"The MSDAC is a cutting-
edge technology designed for
train detection with added
safety features. The mainte-
nance costs are comparatively
lower with a high degree of reli-
ability so much essential for
seamless train operations in
Ghat section," an official stat-
ed.

He further added that this
was a daunting task in the face

of the Covid-19 pandemic.
"Unprecedented rainfall in the
area - 6,000 mm since the
commencement of work -
compounded the already deli-
cate situation," the official said.

According to the official,
difficulty in moving skilled
manpower for specialised work
in the Ghat section, non-exis-
tent road connectivity to trans-

port cables, location boxes,
MSDAC equipment, fear of
landslides at the time of trench-
ing for laying cables, lengthy
tunnels, steel girder bridges,
rocky topography, dependence
on DG sets for power, etc were
some of the biggest challenges
surmounted during the execu-
tion of the work.

IANS
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Jaipur: Mohan Bhagwat, the
Sarsanghchalak of the Rashtriya
Swayamsevak Sangh (RSS) who inau-
gurated the virtual national conference
of the Bharatiya Mazdoor Sangh (BMS)
from here on Saturday, said that India
has set an example of being a social cap-
ital during the Covid-19 pandemic.

Addressing the delegates, Bhagwat
said, "The Bharatiya Mazadoor Sangh
should expand its work in the unor-
ganised sector in order to bring about
transformation there."

The conference was attended by
over 3,000 delegates representing near-
ly 6,000 unions and 40 sector-wise fed-
erations from all over India.

Bhagwat said the BMS should work

for exploitation-free India so that every-
one gets justice.

"The BMS should work in coordi-
nation with other friendly and com-
mitted organisations working for the
development of the marginalised sec-
tions of the society. We should not devi-
ate from our basic national ideology and
keep our fundamentals intact and
should have faith in Indian values," he
added.

The RSS chief called for creating a
new culture in the labour sector and

work for its development. He also
emphasised on the need to match steps
with technology.

"The BMS is working on its prin-
ciple of "sangharsh and samvad" to pro-
tect workers' rights and achieve their
welfare," he said.

The inaugural session was presided
over by C.K. Saji Narayanan, National
President, BMS, and was anchored by
BMS General Secretary Virjesh
Upadhyay.

IANS

)������������6�������������	�����������������
��	�-����7�2��	���

Amaravati: The Andhra
Pradesh government on
Saturday sanctioned Rs 10 crore
for the renovation of
Shilparamam Park in Tirupati.

The AP Shilparamam Arts,
Crafts, and Cultural Society will
use the funds to renovate the
entrance plaza, art and crafts vil-
lage with stalls and open ground,
training centre for artisans, crafts,
and emporium with souvenir
shop. Similarly, foods courts will
be constructed, and toilet blocks
and amphitheatre renovated.
"The Society will complete the
works in scheduled time to
ensure that there were no addi-
tional financial commitments on
the sanctioned works," said
Special Chief Secretary. IANS


���������������
�3?�����������+���
(������������



�������%��7����������*������ *���+�����,-�././

�����������������������������������B���������
�������,���#��
����� ��������	

The Army has honoured its
20 personnel, including the

commanding officer who were
killed in a bloody brawl with
the Chinese troops in the
Galwan Valley, Ladakh, on
June 15, by building a memo-
rial there. The defence ministry
has also started the process of
inscribing the names of the
martyrs at the National War
memorial here.

The memorial in Ladakh is
located at Post 120 in eastern
Ladakh and inaugurated earli-
er this week, sources said here
on Saturday. The memorial
highlights the heroics of the
‘Gallants of Galwan’ under
operation ‘Snow Leopard’ and
the way they evicted the
Chinese People’s Liberation
Army (PLA) troops from the
area while inflicting “heavy
casualties” on them in “hand-
to-hand combat.”  Post 120 lies
along the Shyok-Daulat Beg
Oldi (DBO) road. The names
of all the 20 Indian Army per-
sonnel including Commanding
Officer Colonel B Santosh Babu
of Bihar Regiment were
inscribed at the unit-level
memorial.

Though China has, so far,
not disclosed the number of
its troops killed in the brawl
in which they used nail-stud-
ded batons and other crude
weapons to assault  the
Indians.  Reports from west-
ern media suggest more than

35 Chinese including their
commanding officer also
died.

The clash took place on
June 15 when the Indian
patrol asked the Chinese to
vacate the area around
Patrolling Point 14 as agreed
upon the military level talks
some days ago.  However, the
Chinese ambushed the Indian
team with superior number of
troops. A free for all ensued
in which Colonel Babu was
killed. 

Realising the seriousness
of the situation, other Indian
units posted nearby rushed to

the site and another round of
bloody brawl commenced.
The clash increased the ten-
sion at the Line of Actual
Control(LAC) and the stand
offs continue till date.  India
termed the clashes as “a pre-
meditated and planned action
by China”.

Giving a brief account of
Operation “Snow Leopard”,
the Army mentioned in a
plaque at the memorial that
Colonel Babu led the ‘Quick
Reaction Force’ of 16 Bihar
Regiment and attached troops
tasked to evict a group of
Chinese troops from the gen-

eral area in ‘Y nala’ (a junc-
tion) and stop them from
moving further to Patrolling
Point 14.

“The column successful-
ly evicted the PLA OP from Y
Nala and reached PP14 where
a fierce skirmish broke out
between the IA (Indian
Army) and PLA troops. Col B
Santosh Babu led from the
front and his troops fought
gallantly in hand-to-hand
combat, causing heavy casu-
alties to the PLA. In the ensu-
ing fight twenty ‘Gallants of
Galwan’ achieved martyr-
dom,” the Army wrote. The

list of 20 personnel in the
memorial included three naib
subedars, three havildars and
12 sepoys.

The defence ministry has
also started the process to
inscribe the names of Colonel
Babu and other soldiers at the
National War Memorial in

Delhi.  During a visit to
Lukung forward post in east-
ern Ladakh on July 17,
Defence Minister Rajnath
Singh personally conveyed
his appreciation and compli-
ments to the troops from the
Bihar regiment for displaying
exemplary grit and courage in

fighting the Chinese troops.
In his address to the sol-

diers, the defence minister
said the Indian soldiers killed
in the Galwan Valley clash not
only showed exemplar y
courage in safeguarding the
border but also protected the
pride of 130 crore Indians.

Army Chief Gen M M
Naravane has already award-
ed ‘Commendation Cards’ to
five soldiers of the unit for
their bravery in dealing with
Chinese troops during the
Galwan Valley clashes as well
as  confronting them in
Pangong Tso in May.

����1�
��������� ���
����	F�
�
!;%�/;�	!�
0

In yet another step to
enhance the military capa-

bilities amid unabated tension
at the Line of Actual
Control(LAC)in Ladakh, sci-
entists on Saturday success-
fully test-fired its indigenous-
ly developed nuclear capable
hypersonic missile Shaurya
with a strike range of around
800 km from a test range in
Odisha.

This breakthrough comes
as India has already deployed
its Brahmos supersonic cruise
missile besides Nirbhay and
Akash missiles at strategic
locations close to the LAC.
The preventive move came
after China positioned its
strategic missiles in the Tibet
region in the last few weeks
besides enhancing its troop
strength and fighter jet fleet in
the volatile region.

Shaurya, which is the land

variant of India’s K-15 missile,
has a strike range of 700 km
to 1.000 km and is capable of
carrying payloads of 200 kg to
1,000 kg, sources said here on
Saturday. The K-15 missile is
fired from a submarine under-
water. Both the missiles are
designed by the Defence
Research and Development
Organisation(DRDO).

The surface-to-surface
tactical missile Shaurya was

blasted off from a can-
ister strapped to the ground
launcher from launch complex
4 of the Integrated Test Range
(ITR) in the APJ Abdul Kalam
Island around 12.10 pm and
covered the desired range,
sources  said. 

It is 10 metres long, 74 cm
in diameter and weighs 6.2
tonnes. Its two stages use solid
propellants.

Describing the trial as

successful, sources said the
state-of-the-art missile per-
formed a manoeuvre in the
closing stages of its flight and
hit the impact point in the Bay
of Bengal with precision and
accuracy. 

During the test flight, the
missile was tracked by various
telemetry stations and radars
and performed well, he said.

Officials rate Shaurya as
one of the top 10 missiles in
the world in its class with its
high performance navigation
and guidance systems, effi-
cient propulsion systems,
sophisticated control tech-
nologies and canisterised
launch. 

The missile can be
launched from silos and can-
isters mounted on a truck
and fixed on the ground, they
said adding that it can be eas-
ily moved around. A truck
itself can become a launching
platform. Moreover, these mis-
siles are difficult to be tracked
by enemy satellites.
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Researchers in the US have
developed a new test

‘SARS-CoV-2 RapidPlex’ with
a low-cost sensor that may
enable the at-home diagnosis of
a Covid infection through rapid
analysis of small volumes of
saliva or blood, without the

involvement of a medical pro-
fessional, in less than 10 min-
utes.  

This will help identify the
asymptomatic patients, do not
show any signs of infection but
are carrier of the virus, said the
researchers citing importance of
the test. 

A crucial part of the glob-

al effort to stem the spread of
the pandemic, therefore, is
the development of tests that
can rapidly identify infections
in people who are not yet
symptomatic.

The research was con-
ducted in the lab of Wei Gao,
assistant professor in the
Andrew and Peggy Cherng

department of medical engi-
neering.

Gao’s sensors are made of
graphene, a sheet-like form of
carbon. A plastic sheet etched
with a laser generates a 3D
graphene structure with tiny
pores. 

Those pores create a large
amount of surface area on the
sensor, which makes it sensi-
tive enough to detect, with
high accuracy, compounds that
are only present in very small
amounts. In this sensor, the
graphene structures are cou-

pled with antibodies, immune
system molecules that are sen-
sitive to specific proteins, like
those on the surface of a Covid
virus, for example.

Though preliminary
results indicate that the sensor
is highly accurate, a larger-scale

test with real-world patients
rather than laboratory samples
must be performed, Gao cau-
tions, to definitively deter-
mine its accuracy.

“Our ultimate aim really is
home use,” he said. 

“In the following year, we

plan to mail them to high-risk
individuals for at-home 
testing. And in the future, this
platform could be modified for
other types of 
infectious disease testing at
home.”
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Hyderabad-based drug
manufacturer, Dr Reddy’s

Laboratories, has sought
approval from the Drugs
Controller General of India
(DGCI) to conduct the phase
3 human clinical trials of
Sputnik V, the Russian vaccine
to treat Covid-19.

The top drug regulator
will carry out a technical eval-
uation of the application
before giving the nod.

Russia’s sovereign wealth
fund has inked a pact with the

pharmaceuticalmajor for clin-
ical trials and distribution of
its experimental vaccine,

which was approved by the
Russian Government in
August. 

The phase 3 trial  of
Sputnik V, developed by
Gamaleya National Research
Centre of Epidemiology and
Microbiology and the Russian
Direct Investment Fund
(RDIF), is underway in Russia
since September 1 on around
40,000 subjects.

The trial  would be multi-
centre, observer-blind, ran-
domised controlled study. The
RDIF had earlier said that
upon regulatory approval in
India, it shall supply 100 mil-
lion doses of the vaccine to the
Indian pharma company,

according to various reports.
“Russia has a good histo-

ry as far as manufacturing
vaccines is concerned; they
make good vaccines so we
presume this vaccine is good. 

“They have published the
first study of 76 patients in the
medical journal The Lancet
which is showing good effec-
tiveness and good antibody
immunity generation,” Dr
Balram Bhargava, DG of the
Indian Council of Medical
Research (ICMR), had said
when RDIF and Dr Reddy’s
had agreed to collaborate.
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The CBI on Saturday
arrested its  recent ly

retired officer, who was
involved in fodder scam
probe in Bihar and also inves-
tigated other high profile
cases, for allegedly receiving
�25 lakh as alleged bribe
from a firm, Usha Martin, to
settle a case against it probed
by him.

The agency nabbed for-
mer CBI officer NMP Sinha
along with a private person
who had allegedly delivered
the bribe money to him. The
money was also recovered by
the agency, officials said.

The CBI on Saturday also
conducted searches at eight
locations in multiple cities,
including the retired officer’s
residence in Faridabad. 

Other places searched
include offices of Usha Martin
in Ranchi, besides other loca-
tions in Delhi and Ghaziabad.

Sinha,  posted in the
Economic Offences Wing
(EOW) of the CBI, was han-
dling a case of  al leged 
cheating against mining com-
pany Usha Martin regarding
a lease given to it for an iron
ore mine in Jharkhand in
2005.

Sinha retired in August
this year and was said to be
the OSD to the then Special
Director of CBI, Rakesh
Asthana, officials said.   

It is alleged that the
arrested former officials was
in touch with the 
representative of the compa-
ny and had demanded a bribe
of �25 lakh to settle the case

against it, they said.
Based on source infor-

mation, a CBI team nabbed
the private person involved in
the case and also recovered
the bribe amount which was 
delivered to the retired officer,
they said.

The CBI has registered a
case of alleged criminal con-
spiracy and cheating under
the Indian Penal Code (IPC)
and relevant provisions of
the Prevention of Corruption
Act against promoters of Usha
Martin, the company and
then Jharkhand Government
mines director ID Paswan,
they said.

It is alleged that the
accused company was
favoured in the grant of ore
mining lease in Ghatkuri 
village in Singhbhum West
district in 2005 over five other
applicants.

The State Government
had favoured Usha Martin in
its recommendation to the
Centre for the 
allotment of the mine as the
company had al legedly
promised that it would use the
ore in its steel plant in
Ghamaria in the State.

The undertaking by the
company led the State
Government to recommend it
as a special case for captive
consumption.

The CBI has alleged that
the company later back-
tracked from the undertaking
taking advantage of the fact
that the special reason for the
grant of the mining lease was
not specifically mentioned in
the Cabinet note in this 
connection.
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Lok Janshakti Party (LJP) on
Saturday postponed its

Parliamentary Board meeting
called to decide on its ties with
the National Democratic
Alliance(NDA) in Bihar and
seat sharing as the condition of
Union Minister Ram Vilas
Paswan, hospitalised here, is
said to have deteriorated.

The  LJP President Chirag
Paswan who is also son of Ram
Vilas Paswan left the meeting
to rush to the  hospital to be
with  his ailing father.

While the nomination
process has commenced for
the first phase of Assembly

polls in Bihar, LJP is  yet not
on board on the seat-sharing
issue with the NDA allies and
“may go it alone”  in the State
elections.

LJP has sought as high as
42 seats as against 23 to 27 odd
seats offered by the BJP.

LJP top leadership had
called a meeting of its Board to
take a final call  o n “ announc-
ing its decision to field its can-
didates in 143 seats against the
JDU.”

In case of the LJP going
alone, BJP will not be contest-
ing seats where LJP fields its
candidates, sources said adding
“ informal friendly alliance
will continue with the BJP”,
sources said. 
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The Election Commission
(EC) on Saturday came out

with a procedure for senior cit-
izens above 80 years of age to
avail of postal ballot facility for
Bihar elections. 

As per the procedure, only
booth level officers (BLO) will
visit the houses of the con-
cerned electors, and deliver
Form- 12-D form to the con-
cerned electors. If an elector is
not available, he/she will share
his/her contact details and
revisit to collect it within five
days of the notification. 

The postal ballot will be
applicable for only persons
with disability and for voters
above 80 years.

The elector may or may not
opt for postal ballot in the
acknowledgement attached

with the Form 12-D. If elector
opts for postal ballot then the
BLO will collect the filled-in
Form 12-D from the house of
the elector within five days of
the notification and deposit it
with the returning officer 
forthwith. 

Sector Officer shall super-
vise it under the overall super-
vision of RO.

These procedures were
finalized by the poll body after
receiving feedback from 
Civil Societies and Media on
the postal ballot facility for 80
years and above. 

The Commission has asked
chief electoral officers of all
states and union territories to
follow these instructions to
facilitate all activities 
concerning postal ballot option
at the doorstep of the electors
throughout India.
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RJD MP Manoj Jha has
moved the the Supreme

Court challenging the consti-
tutional validity of the newly
enacted three agriculture laws,
saying they are “discriminato-
ry and manifestly arbitrary”
and will expose marginal farm-
ers to exploitation by big cor-
porates.

Parliament has recently
passed the three Bills — the
Farmers’ (Empowerment and
Protection) Agreement of
Price Assurance and Farm
Ser vices Act,  2020,  the
Farmers’ Produce Trade and
Commerce (Promotion and
Facilitation) Act, 2020 and the
Essential  Commodities
(Amendment) Act 2020.
These have came into effect
from September 27 after
President Ram Nath Kovind
gave his assent.

Jha, a Rajya Sabha mem-
ber of the Rashtriya Janata Dal
(RJD), has filed the plea in the
top court through lawyer
Fauzia Shakil.

Besides Jha, Congress Lok
Sabha member from Kerala
TN Prathapan and Dravida
Munnetra Kazhagam (DMK)
Rajya Sabha member from
Tamil Nadu Tiruchi Siva had
moved the top court against
the farm laws.

Jha, in his plea, said, “The
impugned legislations corpo-
ratise agriculture and ushers
in an unregulated and
exploitative regime. 

A farmer would not have
the knowledge to negotiate the
best terms with a private com-
pany. This leads to unequal
bargaining position in nego-
tiating the farm agreement
with corporates would lead to

corporates monopolising the
agriculture sector.”

The plea said the laws
have been passed by
Parliament “in breach of the
Parliamentary Rules and con-
vention and the impugned
acts are unconstitutional on
the ground that it is discrim-
inatory and manifestly arbi-
trary and further violates the
Basic Structure of the
Constitution.”

These laws encourage
“corporatisation” of Indian
agriculture which is the life-
line of the poor farmers and
key to the survival of the
nation’s agriculture sector, it
said. 

“The impugned Acts pri-
marily intends to sacrifice the
interest of the farmers and
leave them at the mercy of the
sponsors without any proper
dispute resolution mecha-
nism. The Acts provide for
‘farming agreements’ between
the farmers (of whom 85% are
marginal farmers owning up
to 2 acres) and the Corporate
entities,” it said. 

It is noteworthy that the
farmers by way of these legis-
lations are pitted against the
corporates with dispropor-
tionate bargaining powers,

the RJD leader said in the plea.
The price determination

mechanism under new laws is
only through the agreements
between the corporate entities
and farmers and do not stip-
ulate that the price should not
be below the minimum selling
price (MSP) and does not
even guarantee the price given
by the Agriculture Produce
Market Committee (APMC),
it said.

Instead of the ensuring
MSP, the laws intend to cor-
poratise peasant agriculture
and erode the existing legal
safeguards that prevent direct
invasion of rural agriculture
market by the monopoly cor-
porate forces, it said.

The laws enable the spon-
sors to deprive the market
committees of their market fee
on transaction within the
specified Market Yards under
the State Mandi Laws, the plea
said. 

“The farmers currently
have the freedom to sell their
farm produce to anyone any-
where. The freedom however
is not real but is bereft of any
safety or guarantees, to protect
them against the superior bar-
gaining force of the buyers,”
the plea said. 
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APIL has been filed in the
Supreme Court seeking

“gender and religion neutral”
uniform grounds of mainte-
nance and alimony for all cit-
izens keeping with the spirit of
the Constitution and interna-
tional conventions.

The plea filed by BJP
leader and advocate Ashwini
Kumar Upadhyay seeks direc-
tions to the Union home and
law ministries to take appro-
priate steps to remove the pre-
vailing anomalies in the
grounds of maintenance and
alimony and make them uni-
form for all citizens without
discrimination on the basis of
religion, race, cast, sex or place
of birth.

The petition, filed through
advocate Ashwani Kumar
Dubey, said that despite the
eloquent provisions in the
Constitution, the central gov-
ernment has totally failed to
provide even gender-neutral,
religion-neutral uniform
grounds of maintenance and
alimony for all citizens.

Maintenance and alimony
is the only source of livelihood
hence discrimination on the
basis of religion, race, caste, sex
or place of birth is a direct
attack on the right to life, lib-
erty and dignity, guaranteed
under Article 21 of the
Constitution, it said.

“Even after 73 years of
Independence and 70 years of
India becoming a socialist sec-
ular democratic republic, laws
relating to maintenance and
alimony are not only complex
and cumbersome but also
against the constitutional 
mandate of being equal, ratio-
nal and just,” it said.
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On a day when dead bodies of
three Rajouri based labourers,

killed in Amshipora encounter in
Shopian on July 18, were exhumed
and handed over to the next of kin
in Baramulla by the Jammu &
Kashmir police authorities, anoth-
er family of a young soldier in
Jammu has demanded an impartial
inquiry behind the mysterious cir-
cumstances under which their son
was found dead with gunshot
injuries in North Kashmir town of
Uri in Baramulla district.

According to the police, “an
Army man identitifed as Rakshit
Choudhary, committed suicide by
shooting himself with his service
rifle late Thursday night in the
border town of north Kashmir’s
Baramulla district”.

The Army jawan, had recently
joined his first posting after com-
pleting his training. He belonged to
2 JAKLI regiment of the Indian
army. 

On Saturday, after his mortal
remains were handed over to the
family, hundreds of close relatives
accompanied by the family of the
deceased soldier disrupted traffic on
the Jammu Pathankot National
Highway near Satwari demanding
impartial inquiry.

The parents of the deceased and
other family members questioned
the official version claiming their
son allegedly committed suicide
with his service weapon.

“My son talked to me on the
phone barely one hour before the
incident took place. He cannot
commit suicide”, the mother of  a 22
year old army jawan told reporters

in Jammu during a protest demon-
stration. She claimed, “ my son
worked hard to fulfil his dream of
serving the Indian army. He was
very happy, he never talked about
any inconvenience. How can I trust
them”. 

I suspect there is some foul play
behind his mysterious death. “Order
an impartial inquiry to ascertain the
circumstances under which my son
died while on duty”,  an aggrieved
mother demanded.  School mates
who had attended NCC camp with
Rakshit claimed, “if he can under-
go rigorous training without facing
any hardship then what went wrong
in his unit. “We need to know. Even
his mortal remains were not sent
home wrapped in a tricolor”. “Only
an impartial inquiry can deliver jus-
tice to the family”, they 
emphasised. 

Aligarh: Corona pandemic has
severely affected human life.
The crisis is not yet over. With
the coming cold climate, trou-
ble will also increase. 

Pollution due to stubble
burning can also be fatal for
humans if this year also burns.
In such a situation, the gov-
ernment needs to wake up
now because Corona virus is
more dangerous for respirato-
ry patients.

There is also a need to
keep an eye on those units of
talanagri which have been
releasing smoke in the atmos-
phere. The kind of pollution
caused by nickel plants in the
city makes it difficult to
breathe. The good thing is that
due to Corona, these industries
are running less these days. 

As soon as October
knocks, the weather patterns
also start to change, this can be
difficult for the respiratory
patients too. PNS
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Cow smuggler gang that was
named in cow slaughtering

in Bulandshaher border last
week, once again came to the
area with the intention of cow
slaughter but this time an
encounter took place and the
gang leader was injured and
caught. 

A prize of �25 thousand
was on his head. During the
encounter, his five other com-
panions escaped. The injured
miscreant was sent to the dis-
trict hospital.

According to the events,
cow was slaughtered in the
night of September 25 on the
Pahsu border of Bulandshahr
since then, the police was
searching them. 

The police had received the
information that this gang hails
from Meerut and 
Bulandshaher and are cur-
rently roaming in the area in a
Swift Dzire car. 
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In the robbery case of Sundar
Jewellers on Khair bypass in

the Banna Devi area of the city,
police have recovered �4 lakh
worth of gold from the rented
house of robbers in Ghaziabad.
In this way, Noida and Aligarh
police have recovered a total of
9 lakh in the robbery of 35
lakhs.

On Friday, the remand peri-
od of the robbers was fin-

ished, and they were sent to jail
after their appearance in the
court.

On 11th September, jewel-
er Sundar Verma had given a
complaint about the robbery of
jewelry worth 35 lakhs in broad
daylight. 

Aligarh Police came into
action and the identities of all
three were also revealed based
on CCTV. 
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The daily Covid-19 count in
Telangana dropped below 2,000 on

Saturday while the recovery rate crossed
85 per cent.

The state reported 1,718 new cases,
taking the tally to 1,97,327. This is the
first time in several weeks that the cases
have dropped below 2,000 on weekdays.

Every weekend the state reports less
than 2,000 cases due to fewer tests.

More recoveries were recorded than
the new positive cases during the last 24
hours. As many as 2,002 recovered
from the infection, taking the total num-
ber of recoveries so far to 1,67,846.

The state's recovery rate improved
to 85.05 per cent against the national
average of 83.8 per cent.

Eight more succumbed to the virus
during the last 24 hours, pushing the
death toll to 1,153. The fatality rate
stands at 0.58 per cent against the
national average of 1.6 per cent.

Officials said the percentage of
death due to Covid-19 was 44.96 while
the remaining 55.04 had co-morbidities.

The state now has 28,328 active cases
including 23,224, who are in home/insti-
tutional isolation.

Of the fresh cases, 285 were record-
ed in Greater Hyderabad. For the sixth
day in a week, the daily count dropped
to below 300 in the state capital.

Rangareddy district recorded second
highest number of cases at 129 followed
by Medchal Malkajgiri (115),
Karimnagar (105), Nalgonda (103),
Khammam (79), Siddipet (76) and
Suryapet (60).

During the last 24 hours, 49,084 tests
were conducted. With this the 
cumulative numbers have gone up to
31,53,626.

Seventeen government-run labora-
tories, 44 private laboratories and 1,076
Rapid Antigen test centres are con-
ducting the tests.

According to a media bulletin from
the office of the director of public
health and family welfare, out of 49,084
samples tested during the last 24 hours,
21,597 were primary and 5,890 were sec-
ondary.

Samples tested per million popula-
tion ratio improved further to 84,729.
The daily testing target for the state is
5,600 per day as per the World Health
Organisation (WHO) benchmark of
140 per million per day.

Out of 1,97,327 total positive cases
so far, 70 per cent (1,38,129) were
asymptomatic while the remaining 30
per cent (59,198) were symptomatic.

The data also shows that 64.13 per
cent of those tested positive are in the
age group of 21-50 years while 22.76 are
above 51 years of age. Those below 20
years are 13.13 per cent.

Officials said 64.28 per cent of
those tested positive were male while the
remaining 38.72 per cent were
female.

Officials said only 25 per cent of the
beds in government-run Covid hospi-
tals are occupied. A total of 62 govern-
ment hospitals have 8,868 beds, of
which 6,703 are vacant.

A total of 231 private hospitals
treating Covid patients have 9,267 beds,
of which 6,328 are vacant.
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During a visit to Varanasi on
Saturday, Union Minister for

Women and Child Development
Smriti Zubin Irani described the
incident in Hathras as painful.
“Chief Minister Yogi will do jus-
tice in this matter. But Congress
leaders Rahul Gandhi and
Priyanka going to Hathras is just
playing politics.”

Irani says she is confident that
the Uttar Pradesh CM will carry
out justice in this case. “I have also
spoken on the phone with the
Chief Minister on this matter.”

Taking a dig at Congress
leader Rahul Gandhi, he said,
“His attempted journey to
Hathras is just playing politics.
People of the country and the
state understand this. They

should go to Rajasthan and take
the initiative to bring justice to the
victim's family there, but they are
trying to come to Hathras again
and again for the sake of votes.”

Elaborating on the incident in
Hathras she said, “I do not inter-
fere in the affairs of any state
because of constitutional decorum.
But I have spoken to Yogi
Adityanath on the Hathras case.
The Chief Minister has formed the
SIT. Action has already been taken
against the SP and others on the
preliminary report yesterday. Let
the SIT report come. After that
Yogi Adityanath will take stern
action against those who have
interfered with the investigation or
those who have conspired to deny
justice to the victim.”

The Union Minister further
said, Rahul Gandhi has always
strived to do politics, but Prime
Minister Narendra Modi has been
successful in the realm of nation-
al policies. 
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Andhra Pradesh has registered 6,224 new
Covid positive cases, increasing the State's

tally to 7.13 lakh, even as 7,798 more recoveries
outnumbered infections on Saturday.

West Godavari district logged the highest
number of cases on Saturday, 890, raising the dis-
trict's tally to 69,280 cases, just 700 shy of the
70,000-mark.

Among other places, Chittoor accounted for
827 infections, followed by East Godavari (824),
Prakasam (619), Nellore (558) Guntur and
Kadapa (491 each), Krishna (392) and Anantapur
(282).

With the new additions, Prakasam's tally
crossed 50,000 to reach 50,319 while East
Godavari is just 40 infections shy of the 1 lakh-
mark. Meanwhile, 41 more patients succumbed
to the virus, swelling the statewide toll to 5,941.
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Mamata Banerjee too jumped
into the Hathras hubbub hold-

ing the BJP Government responsible
for the mess and calling the saffron
outfit the “biggest epidemic of the
time” which had not only eaten into
the vitals of Indian democratic fab-
ric but also devoured the entire
socio-economic equilibrium of the
country.

At the end of a massive “pro-
dalit” and “pro-oppressed” rally in
Kolkata in support of the Hathras
gang-rape victim’s family Banerjee
said “though I am here my heart goes
out for the kin of the Dalit girl who
was raped and murdered … The
whole incident post death of the vic-
tim shows how her family is being
blockaded away by the administra-
tion and how the opposition, media
and everyone is being threatened
against raising their voices ... it also
shows how BJP is gradually taking
not only Uttar Pradesh but also

India into darkness …BJP is the force
of darkness and our goal as the oppo-
sition party is to bring India back
from darkness to light.”

The suffering perpetrated on
the victim’s family was only a grim
reminder of how it has been during
t he BJP rule “be it Delhi riots, or
killings in Haryana, Assam and else-
where,” Banerjee said adding “I can
only say that this Government is not
democratic Government. There is no
democracy … no democracy … no
democracy in India. The
Government here is of the dictators
by the dictators and for the dictators.”

Banerjee’s procession coincided
with another lengthy march orga-
nized by the Left and Congress
youth wing in Kolkata demanding
justice for the Hathras victim.

Flaying the saffron leadership for
rushing to Bengal at the slightest of
pretext she said “whenever there is
a stray incident in Bengal all their
leaders rush in but here in UP the
Yogi Government stopped the entire

opposition and the media from ven-
turing into the village … and now I
here that in addition to threatening
the family of the victim they are
browbeating the media too.

Saying that ahead of the elections
the BJP becomes “champion of the
Dalit cause … often creating situa-
tions for photo op by dining at their
shanties on cooked foods served
from outside,” she said “when the
election goes the same people heap

atrocities on the Dalits, minorities,
scheduled tribes and poor.”

Hitting back at the BJP for call-
ing her person who thrived by
minority appeasement she said “they
attack me saying ‘she is serving the
minorities’ but the truth is I am
always for the oppressed… I turn a
minority when they are oppressed, I
turn a Dalit when they are attacked,
I turn an adivasi when their rights are
taken away. So today I am essential-
ly a Dalit who wants to stand by the
Hathras family.”

Clubbing the immediate context
with the general policy of the central
Government Banerjee said “this is
one Government which has eaten
away everything. They have eaten
away the democracy, they have eaten
away the Railways, airports, BSNL,
Coal India, they are devouring the
farmers’ interests through the farms
bill, they are eating into the common
man’s kitchen by taking potato, rice,
oil etc from the list of essential com-
modities … the effect will be that

tomorrow you will see India slipping
into a famine like situation where
there will be huge food stoppage..”

Today crores of people had lost
their jobs and “migrant workers are
crying, small-scale industries are in
shambles, people are going to bed
hungry and this Government is busy
setting its own communal agenda to
win elections. This is why I call upon
everyone to raise their voices
demanding the ouster of BJP from
India once and for all.”

Hitting the saffron party with its
own weapon Banerjee questioned the
reason behind the UP Government’s
decision to minimize Durga Pujas in
that State even as she said “today they
allege that Mamata Banerjee has
stopped Durga Puja, Laxmi Puja,
Saraswati Puja … but I want to ask
why has the Yogi Government
stopped the Durga Puja in UP.”
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Thiruvananthapuram: Kerala on
Saturday reported 7,834 more coron-
avirus cases, taking its active cases to
80,818 even as the assembly of more
than five persons was banned till
October 31 in the state.

On Saturday ,54,563 samples were
tested, of which 7,834 were positive. On
Friday, 63,175 samples was tested, of
which 9,258 were positive.

Health Minister KK Shailaja said a
total of 1,39,620 people have been cured
so far in Kerala.

“The day saw 4,476 more patients
getting cured. Thiruvananthapuram
district recorded a high of 1,049 new
cases. As many as 22 more deaths took
the state's death toll to 813,” said

Shailaja.
Across the state, 2,51,286 persons

are under observation at various places,
including 31,068 in hospitals. Kerala
has 724 hotspots. Earlier in the day,
Chief Minister Pinarayi Vijayan said
that the government had no other
option but to enforce strict Covid-19
norms and hence assembly of more
than 5 persons has been banned from
Saturday till October 31.

“If people are allowed to go into
shops, then use of gloves is a must. It
will be the responsibility of the shop
owners to ensure that Covid protocols
are followed. If not, strict action will be
taken; fines will go up if masks are not
worn,” said Vijayan. IANS
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On a day when a Special
court remanded him to

judicial custody till October 6,
former executive of Karan
Johar’s Dharma Productions
Kshitij Ravi Prasad on Saturday
alleged that he had been repeat-
edly “harassed and coerced”
into falsely implicating actors
Dino Morea, Arjun Rampal
and Ranbir Kapoor in the case,
despite he not being ready to
make any insinuations against
the three actors.

After his NCB custody was
ended, Kshitij was produced
before the Special NDPS Court
Special Judge J. B. Gurav
remanded him  in judicial cus-

tody till October 6.
Earlier, in a written sub-

mission made before the special
court, Kshitij said: “ It can be
seen from the remand applica-
tion and my statement that the
NCB is bent upon falsely impli-
cating Karan Johar or some top
officers of Dharma produc-
tions”.

Kshitij told the court that
the NCB sleuths, while record-
ing his statement, had been con-
sistently “threatening and coerc-
ing me” to make statements
against Karan Johar and other
senior senior officers of Dharma
Productions, and “that in the
event I do not, they would
falsely implicate my wife and
other family members”.

Kshitij, who was arrested
on September 26, stated in his
written submission:: “That sub-
sequent to the 27th of
September 2020, I have been
repeatedly harassed and
coerced into falsely implicating
Dino Morea, Arjun Rampal
and Ranbir Kapoor in the pre-
sent proceedings despite me
repeatedly stating that I do not
the said persons and have no
knowledge of such allegations”.

Maintaining that that since
he refused to oblige, the NCB
sleuths had allegedly prepared
the statements as per their
wishes and forced him to sign
them, and even threatened to
implicate his wife and family in
the case, Kshitij told the court:

“I say that in this manner I am
being mentally, emotionally
and psychologically harassed
and abused by the (NCB) into
making false statements,”
Prasad claimed.

On its part, the NCB stat-
ed in its remand application
that Kshitij was in touch with
several drug suppliers and
traders from whom he used to
procure the drugs and his judi-
cial custody was needed to
unravel whom he was deliver-
ing the contraband in
Bollywood.

Kshitij was 20th person to
have been arrested in connec-
tion with the Sushant death-
related drug case. The others
arrested comprised: actress

Rhea Chakraborty, her broth-
er Showik Chakraborty, Abbas
Lakhani, Karan Arora, Zaid
Vilatra, Abdul Basit Parihar,
Samuel Miranda, Dipesh
Sawant, Kaizan Ebrahim, Anuj
Keswani, Ankush Arneja,
Karamjeet Singh Anand,
Sanket Pat+el, Sandeep Gupta,
Aftab Ansari, Dwyane
Fernandes, Suryadeep
Malhotra, Chris Costa and
Rahil Vishram.

The NCB has among other
things told the court that
Kshijit was indirectly connect-
ed with Anuj Keshwani – one
of persons arrested earlier by
the NCB. The NCB has seized
“commercial quantities of nar-
cotics”.
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The ruling Congress and
NCP in Maharashtra said

on Saturday that the BJP’s
“conspiracy” to defame
Mumbai police and also
Maharashtra as a state had
been “exposed” in matters relat-
ing to the forensic report of the
All India Institute of Medical
Sciences (AIIMS) which had
stated actor Sushant Singh
Rajput committed suicide.

On a day when news
reports quoted the AIIMS’
forensic report on the actor as
having ruled out “murder” and
saying it was a “suicide”, the
Congress and NCP slammed
the BJP for “vilifying” the
Mumbai police who were
investigating the Sushant death
case in a honest manner and
also defaming Maharashtra
through a well-planned “con-
spiracy”.

“Now that the AIIMS
report has ruled out murder,
the BJP stands exposed,” the
two constituents of the ruling
MVA said.

In a statement her,
Maharashtra State Congress
general secretary Sachin
Sawant said: “Now that the
forensic report an AIIMS team
led by Dr Sudhir Gupta, chair-
man of the AIIMS Forensic
Medical Board has confirmed

that Sushant Singh Rajput com-
mitted suicide. The Mumbai
police stand vindicated. They
were investigating the Sushant
death in a most honest manner
and the probe was going on a
in a right direction. The
Supreme Court had said so.
Now that the AIIMS report is
out, the BJP’s conspiracy stands
exposed”.

Sawant demanded that the
MVA government set up a
Special Investigation Team
(SIT) to probe and identify the
“masterminds” behind the
BJP’s conspiracy to defame the
Mumbai police and
Maharashtra as a state.

Charging that the ruling
BJP at the Centre had hatched
a “big conspiracy” to use the
Sushant death issue to “hide” its
failures on the governance
front and build a plank for the
forthcoming Bihar Assembly
polls, Sawant also alleged that

the BJP had also tried to “desta-
bilise” the MVA government in
the state.

“The ruling BJP also tried
to defame Maharashtra. Even
the then DGP of Bihar Police
Gupteshwar Pandey played a
key role in the conspiracy…
Thousands of fake social media
accounts were opened
overnight to defame the
Maharashtra government and
Mumbai Police,” Sawant
said.        

In a separate statement,
State NCP  Spokesperson
Mahesh Tapase rooted for
criminal action against all those
who were part of the “conspir-
acy” hatched by the BJP to
defame the Mumbai police
and Maharashtra.

Tapase said that among
those who made defamatory
statements were Pandey, who
has now joined politics, and
called for action against all
those involved in the plot.

Meanwhile, Maharashtra
Home Minister Anil
Deshmukh of the NCP also
demanded that the CBI come
out with its report on the
much-delayed investigations
in the Sushant death case. “We
will not comment till anything
comes to us formally. However,
the people must know whether
it was a suicide or murder,” the
minister said.
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Srinagar: Jammu & Kashmir on
Saturday reported 975 new Covid-19
cases, taking the Union Territory's
coronavirus tally to 78,228, while 19
deaths in the past 24 hours took the
UT's Covid death toll to 1,231.

A statement issued by the
Information and Public Relations
Department said that of the 975 cases
reported on Friday, 591 were from
Jammu division and 384 from Kashmir
division.

Of the total 78,228 Covid-19 cases
in Jammu and Kashmir, 61,351 persons
have recovered completely.

The number of active cases in the
UT stands at 15,646, of which 8,885 are
from Jammu division and 6,761 from Kashmir division. IANS
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Juba: Sudan’s transitional
authorities and a rebel alliance
signed on Saturday a peace deal
initialed in August that aims to
put an end to the country’s
decades-long civil wars, in a
televised ceremony marking
the agreement.

“The next biggest chal-
lenge is to work with all local
and international partners to
preach the agreement and its
benefits,” Prime Minister
Abdalla Hamdok tweeted on
Friday upon his arrival at Juba,
the capital of South Sudan.

Reaching a negotiated set-
tlement with rebels in Sudan’s
far-flung provinces has been a
crucial goal for the transition-
al government, which assumed

power after a popular uprising
led the military to overthrow
President Omar al-Bashir in
April 2019.

Sudanese civilian leaders
hope the deal will allow them
to revive the country’s battered
economy by slashing military
spending, which takes up much
of the national budget.

Saturday’s official signing in
Juba sealed the peace deal
reached in late August between
the Sudanese government and
the Sudan Revolutionary Front,
a coalition of several armed
groups.

The summit was attended
by South Sudan President Salva
Kiir, whose own country gained
independence from Sudan in

2011 following decades of civil
war. The head of Sudan’s sov-
ereign council, Gen. Abdel-
Fattah Burhan and his deputy
Gen. Mohammed Hamadan
Dagalo, also attended the cer-
emony. Dagalo, the commander
of paramilitary Rapid Support
Forces, signed the agreement
along with rebel leaders.

Also attending the cere-
mony were several foreign offi-
cials including the U.S. Special
Envoy for Sudan Donald Booth,
African Union chairman
Moussa Faki, and Egyptian
Prime Minister Mustafa
Madbouly, along with other
African and Arab officials.

The deal would grant self-
rule for the southern provinces

of Blue Nile, South Kordofan
and West Kordofan, according
to a draft obtained by The
Associated Press. Rebel forces
would be integrated into
Sudan’s armed forces.

The Sudan Revolutionary
Front, centered in the western
Darfur region, South Kordofan
and Blue Nile, is part of the pro-
democracy movement that led
to the uprising against al-Bashir,
but the rebels didn’t fully sup-
port the military-civilian
power-sharing deal. That deal
includes a six-month deadline
for achieving peace, which ran
out in February.

Sudan’s largest single rebel
group, the Sudan Liberation
Movement-North led by Abdel-

Aziz al-Hilu, was involved in
the talks but has yet to reach a
deal with the government.

Al-Hilu has called for a sec-
ular state with no role for reli-
gion in lawmaking, the dis-
banding of al-Bashir’s militias
and the revamping of the coun-
try’s military. The group has
said if its demands are not met,
it would call for self-determi-
nation in areas it controls in the
Blue Nile and South Kordofan
provinces.

Al-Hilu attended Saturday’s
ceremony and met with
Hamdok and Kiir to discuss the
ongoing talks between his
movement and the govern-
ment, according to Hamdok’s
office.  AP

Baku: Heavy fighting between
Armenia and Azerbaijan con-
tinued Saturday in their conflict
over the separatist territory of
Nagorno-Karabakh, while
Azerbaijan’s president criti-
cised the international media-
tors who have tried for decades
to resolve the dispute.

Fighting that started
September 27 is the worst to
afflict Nagorno-Karabakh and
surrounding areas since the
1994 end of a war that left the
region in Azerbaijan under the
control of ethnic Armenian
local forces backed by Armenia.

Shushan Stepanian, a
spokeswoman for the
Armenian Defence Ministry,
told The Associated Press that
“intensive fighting is taking
place along the entire front
line,” and claimed that
Armenian forces had shot
down three planes.

Azerbaijan’s defence min-
istry did not respond to the
claim of planes being shot
down, but said Armenian
forces had shelled civilian ter-
ritory within Azerbaijan,
including the city of Terter.

Nagorno-Karabakh offi-
cials have said more than 150
servicemen on their side have
been killed so far. 

Azerbaijani authorities
haven’t given details on their
military casualties but said 19
civilians have been killed and
55 more wounded.

Nagorno-Karabakh was a
designated autonomous region

within Azerbaijan during the
Soviet era. It claimed indepen-
dence from Azerbaijan in 1991,
about three months before the
Soviet Union’s collapse. 

Full-scale war that broke
out in 1992 killed an estimat-
ed 30,000 people. By the time
it ended in 1994, Armenian
forces not only held Nagorno-
Karabakh itself but substantial
areas outside the territory’s
formal borders.

Several United Nations
Security Council resolutions
have called for withdrawal
from those areas, which the
Armenian forces have disre-
garded. Azerbaijani President
Ilham Aliyev said in a television
interview that the forces must
withdraw from those areas

before fighting can stop.
In the interview with al-

Jazeera, a transcript of which
was distributed Saturday by the
presidential press office, Aliyev
criticized the so-called Minsk
Group of the Organisation for
Security and Cooperation in
Europe, which has tried to
mediate a resolution of the
Nagorno-Karabakh dispute.

One of the reasons behind
the current fighting is that
“the mediators do not insist or
exert pressure to start imple-
menting the resolutions of the
United Nations Security
Council,” he said.

“We have no time to wait
another 30 years. The conflict
must be resolved now.” Aliyev
said. AP

Kathmandu: Nepal Prime
Minister KP Sharma Oli’s chief
advisor and his other two aides
have contracted coronavirus
that has claimed 528 lives and
infected over 84,500 people in
the country.

During the tests conduct-
ed on Friday, Oli’s chief advi-
sor Bishnu Rimal, press advi-
sor Surya Thapa, and foreign
affairs advisor Rajan Bhattarai
tested positive for COVID-19.

The key advisors con-
firmed the development
through their social media
accounts.

Posting on Twitter and
Facebook, they requested all
those who came in their con-
tact to be cautions.

Nepal’s COVID–19 tally
jumped to 84,570 on Saturday
as 2,120 new coronavirus cases
were detected in the country.

A total of 2,044 people
have been discharged from
different health facilities after
their full recovery from the
infection.

The total number of recov-
eries has reached 62,740 in the
country. With the death of
eight more COVID-19 patients,
Nepal’s number of fatalities
has gone up to 528. PTI

London: There is growing hope that
a vaccine against coronavirus may be
given the green light by health regu-
lators by the end of this year to be
rolled out for a vaccination pro-
gramme in six months’ time or even
less, according to a UK media report.

The vaccine candidate under trial
by University of Oxford scientists in
collaboration with pharmaceutical
giant AstraZeneca is the furthest in the
process of trials and, according to a
report in ‘The Times’, it could be given
the required clearances by Christmas
in December.

The newspaper quoted UK gov-
ernment sources involved in the mak-
ing and distribution of vaccines as say-
ing that a full vaccine roll-out pro-
gramme for adults could take six
months or less after approval.

“We are looking at closer to six

months and it is likely to be far short-
er than that,” a government source
said.

Under a protocol developed by the
UK’s Joint Committee on Vaccination
and Immunisation, any approved vac-
cine will then be given to all over 65s,
followed by younger adults at higher
risk, which could include those from
ethnic minorities as well as those with
serious health issues based on their
higher risk from the deadly virus.
People over 50 will be next in line, with
younger adults at the back of the
queue.

The UK government has ordered
100 million doses of the Oxford vac-
cine once it is ready for roll-out and
the doses are being manufactured
before it has been shown to be suc-
cessful in order to save time once it
clears all the regulatory stages.  AP

Washington: President Donald
Trump, who was flown to a
military hospital for treatment
of COVID-19, is in “excep-
tionally good spirits” and has
been “fever free” for the last 24
hours, his doctors said on
Saturday. 

Col. Sean N Dooley said
that President Trump is not on
oxygen and is not having dif-
ficulty breathing or walking
around.

“He is in exceptionally
good spirits,” he said 
while updating on the presi-
dent’s health. “We are moni-
toring him very closely for
any evidence of complications
from either the coronavirus 
illness or the therapies that we
are prescribing to make him
better,” CNN quoted him as
saying. 

Dooley said the president’s
cardiac, kidney and liver func-
tions were all normal this
morning.

Trump’s physician Dr. Sean
Conley said the president had
a “mild cough and some nasal
congestion, fatigue” on
Thursday, “all of which are
resolving and improving.”

“The first week of COVID
and in particular the days
seven to 10 are the most criti-
cal in determining the likely
course of this illness. At this
time the team and I are
extremely happy with the
progress the President has
made,” Conley said. 

Trump, who showed “mild
symptoms” of COVID-19, was
flown to Walter Reed Military
Medical Centre in Bethesda, a
Maryland suburb of
Washington DC, on Friday.
Trump walked from his resi-
dence to take Marine One at
the South Lawns of the White
House to travel to Walter Reed
hospital.

Trump, 74, and his wife
First Lady Melania Trump, 50,
tested positive for COVID-19
on Friday.

“Going well, I think!
Thank you to all. LOVE!!!”
Trump tweeted on Saturday
morning.

While the president was
taken to the military hospital,
the first lady stayed back at the
White House.

Conley earlier said the
president was “fatigued but in
good spirits”.

He said medical specialists
have recommended
Remdesivir therapy to treat
the president’s COVID-19
infection.

“I am happy to report that
the president is doing well,”
Conley said in a health bulletin
on Friday night, the first after
the president was moved to the
military hospital as a precau-
tionary measure. “He is not
requiring any supplemental
oxygen, but in consultation
with specialists we have elect-
ed to initiate Remdesivir ther-
apy,” he said. PTI

Bangkok: The head of
Thailand’s state zoological
agency was shot dead Saturday
as he was pursuing an investi-
gation into the suspicious dis-
appearance of rare animals
from a zoo in a southern
province.

Police Capt. Komalpan
Srithep said that Suriya
Saengpong, the director-general
of the Zoological Park
Organisation of Thailand, was
shot several times in the offices
of the Songkhla Zoo.

Srithep said the suspected
gunman, a senior official at the
zoo, fled the scene of the shoot-
ing and killed himself in his liv-
ing quarters.

The motive for the killings
was not immediately clear,
though Srithep said the sus-
pected gunman was one of
four senior zoo officials being
investigated.

Missing animals from
Songkhla Zoo became headline

news in Thailand this past
week when leaked documents
showed that Minister of Natural
Resources and Environment
Varawut Silpa-archa was dis-
satisfied with an initial probe
into the disappearance of a
rare albino barking deer from
there in February.

Songkhla Zoo director
Chalermvudh Kasetsomboon
had reported that he had
obtained photos that indicated
the deer was eaten by a
Burmese python, but his asser-
tion was received with skepti-
cism.

The online site Isra News,
which published the leaked
documents, said there were
suspicions that the missing
deer, along with other animals,
was sold to or stolen by wildlife
traffickers. Varawut then
ordered a a new investigation,
which Suriya traveled to
Songkhla from Bangkok to
launch Saturday. AP

Paris: An investigation has been
opened after anti-Semitic graffiti was
found in a kosher restaurant in the
French capital, the Paris prosecutors’
office said.

A video posted on social media by
the Union of Jewish Students of France
shows the restaurant in the 19th district
of Paris with anti-Semitic slogans and
swastikas painted on the wall, broken
windows and destroyed tables and
chairs.

The probe was opened Friday into
“racist degradations,” the prosecutors
said. Paris mayor Anne Hidalgo con-
demned “with the utmost firmness this
hateful act of anti-Semitic vandalism.” 

She expressed on Twitter her “full
support” to the Jewish community. “We
will not tolerate this,” she said.

Prime Minister Jean Castex also
tweeted his “solidarity with our Jewish
compatriots,” saying he shares their
“emotion and outrage.”  AP

Kabul: A suicide truck bomb
attack on Saturday killed at
least 13 people in eastern
Afghanistan, government offi-
cials said.

Interior Ministry
spokesman Tariq Arian says
that at least 38 people were
wounded in the blast in
Nangarhar province’s
Ghanikhail district, when it hit
near a mosque as locals were
gathering for the afternoon
prayers.

Provincial governor
spokesman Attaullah Khogyani
says that several armed men
after the explosion wanted to
enter the provincial district
buildings but the Afghan forces
killed them before reaching the
facility.

No one immediately
claimed responsibility for the
attack but both Islamic State

affiliates and Taliban are active
in the area. Both groups have
carried out attacks against the
Afghan government, national
security and defense personnel,
and civilians.

The attack happens as rep-
resentatives of both the Afghan

government and Taliban are
opening intra-Afghan negoti-
ations in the Middle Eastern
State of Qatar to end the coun-
try’s decades-long long war, fol-
lowing a US-Taliban peace
deal signed February 29 in
Doha. AP

Sanaa: Yemeni officials and
tribal leaders said Saturday
fighting between government
forces and Houthi rebels has
killed at least two dozen peo-
ple in the past three days in
Marib province and the key
port city of Hodeida.

The war in Yemen erupt-
ed in 2014, when the Iran-
allied Houthis seized the cap-
ital and much of the country’s
north. A Saudi-led coalition,
determined to restore the
authority of President Abed
Rabbo Mansour Hadi’s gov-
ernment, launched a sweeping
military intervention months
later.

The officials said more
than 23 people were killed
and dozens were wounded
from both sides in the most
recent fighting for the oil-rich

Marib. The Iranian-backed
rebels have sought to take
control of the region from the
internationally recognised gov-
ernment, in order to strength-
en their position in ongoing
U.N.-mediated peace talks.

Tribal leaders said the
Houthis have deployed rein-
forcements to break govern-
ment defenses in Marib, but
they have made no progress.

Saudi-led forces have hit
Houthi military convoys in
the region’s desert, according to
the tribal leaders.

In Hodeida, fierce fighting
erupted on Wednesday in the
town of Durayhimi, just south
of the strategic Hodeida port,
which handles about 70 per
cent of Yemen’s commercial
and humanitarian imports,
Yemeni officials said.   AP
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Islamabad: Pakistan Prime Minister Imran
Khan has asked his party leaders to devise a legal
strategy to bring back former premier Nawaz
Sharif from the UK as in the  absence of an extra-
dition treaty between the two countries it
would be difficult to get him extradited, accord-
ing to a media report.

Presiding over the first meeting of a com-
mittee recently formed to counter the
Opposition, Prime Minister Khan on Friday
asked Pakistan Tehreek-i-Insaf (PTI) leaders to
foil all moves of the Opposition aimed at desta-
bilising the government and “maligning” the
Army, the Dawn News reported.

The government had earlier sent a 
request to the British government for the
Pakistan Muslim League-Nawaz (PML-N)
leader’s repatriation to ensure that he faces the
corruption cases pending against him in the
courts.

Sharif has been living in London since
November last year when he was allowed to go
there for medical treatment. His recent speech-
es targeting the army for political interference
has apparently unnerved the Imran Khan gov-
ernment. PTI 
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The Centre has informed
the Supreme Court that

accounts becoming non-per-
forming due to bank’s or any
other delay need not suffer the
label of Non-Performing Assets
(NPAs).

The Centre said concerns
have also been expressed
regarding possible downgra-
dation of loan accounts from
standard to NPAs and conse-
quent impact on ratings.

"The resolution framework

announced by the RBI provides
that loans accounts which slip
into NPA between invocation
and implementation may be
upgraded as standard on the
date of implementation itself,"
an affidavit submitted by the
government said.

For example, if a borrow-
er had defaulted on February
10, such borrower would be
eligible for invoking restruc-
turing as the account was less
than 30 days overdue on March
1."Invocation of restructuring
is now done on, say, October 9

and completed by, say,
November 9. Even if the
account slips into NPA on
October 10, it could be stan-
dard on November 9," the affi-
davit explained.

The Centre told the
Supreme Court that more than
50 per cent borrowers have not
availed of the moratorium, and
if waiving interest on all loans
and advances is considered
then it would have to forego in
excess of Rs 6 lakh crore.

The response from the
Centre came on petitions that

sought waiver of interest on
interest during the moratori-
um.

The affidavit said that
though it may not be possible

to give the exact percentage of
borrowers who have not
availed of the moratorium and
have deposited their instal-
ments, approximately such

class would be more than 50
per cent.

Reiterating that waiver of
interest on all loans is not
practical, the Centre said: "If
the government were to con-
sider waiving interest on all
loans and advances to all class-
es and categories of borrowers
corresponding to the six-
month period for which the
moratorium was made avail-
able under the relevant RBI cir-
cular, the estimated amount is
more than Rs 6 lakh crore."

The Centre emphasised

that if banks were to bear this
burden, then it would neces-
sarily wipe out a substantial and
a major part of their net worth,
rendering most of the banks
unviable and raising a very seri-
ous question mark over their
survival.

But, keeping in interest of
people facing hardships amid
the Covid-19 pandemic, the
Centre said it will go with the
tradition of "hand-holding
small borrowers", and decided
to grant waiver of compound-
ed interest for borrowers of

loans of up to Rs 2 crore.
The Centre also provided

clarification on the concern in
connection with downgrading
of credit rating. 

The affidavit cited circulars
issued by Securities and
Exchange Board of India
(SEBI) on March 30 and
August 31. The Centre said it
would engage with SEBI for a
humane and holistic view in
resolving the issues.

The Supreme Court will
hear the case next on October
5.

New Delhi: 75 per cent con-
sumers feel children are being
misled in many advertisements
for apps, gaming and other
online services, according to a
survey by Local Circles.

87 per cent consumers say
they have difficulty in reading,
viewing and hearing dis-
claimers while 86 per cent
have come across child inap-
propriate ads in the last one
year.

In August, the Ministry of
Consumer Affairs issued a
draft for ‘Central Consumer
Protection Authority

(Prevention of Misleading
Advertisements and Necessary
Due Diligence for
Endorsement of
Advertisements) Guidelines,
2020 aimed at preventing
unfair trade practices and pro-
tecting consumers’ interest.

According to the survey on
these guidelines, 87 per cent
consumers find disclaimers in
advertisements difficult to read,
view and hear. The draft guide-
lines clearly state that a dis-
claimer should not attempt to
correct a misleading claim
made in an advertisement and

should be clearly visible to the
consumer. Non-legible dis-
claimers will also be considered
as misleading ads.

Around 86 per cent con-
sumers have come across child
inappropriate ads on television,
digital sites or newsprint in the
last 1 year. Consumer report-
ed how on video sites child
inappropriate ads are present-
ed between children videos
and how sites should only
show ads based on the video
content being watched.

75 per cent consumers
have come across ads of apps,

games and online products/ser-
vices that were designed to mis-
lead children into spending.

On this front, the draft says
that the ad should not take
advantage of children’s inex-
perience, credulity or sense of
loyalty, or exaggerate the fea-
tures of a good or service in a
way that could lead to children
having unrealistic expectations
of such good or service, and
include a direct promotion to
children to purchase a good or
service or to persuade their
parents to purchase a good or
service for them.
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The Finance Ministry on
Saturday said the month of

September has exhibited “cred-
ible signs” of economic growth
towards normalcy and the gov-
ernment is not averse to taking
any further measures to ame-
liorate the suffering of people.  

It said during the last six
months of COVID-19 crisis,
while pushing the fiscal stim-
ulus and packages to boost
recovery process of the econo-
my it has taken every possible
measure to address the con-
cerns of all the stakeholders
and the citizens and has pro-
gressively extended help on
both the demand and supply
side to bring the economy
back on track.

“Earnest efforts made by
the government in last few
months during coronavirus
period have now started show-
ing the green shoots and the
month of September has exhib-
ited credible signs of econom-
ic growth towards normalcy,”
the ministry said in a state-
ment.

The ministry further said
that to minimise COVID-19's
impact on the economy and
people's livelihood, the gov-
ernment is open to all possi-
bilities and “the Finance
Minister is not averse to taking
any further measures to ame-
liorate suffering of people”.
It said with phased relaxation
of lockdown, the economy is
gaining encouraging momen-
tum. Increased business activ-
ities are imparting positive
recovery of the economy as is
evident in the month of
September when the GST col-
lection with Rs 95,480 crore
was up by 4 per cent in the
month (year-on-year).
It said rail freight revenue
earnings were up by 13.5 per
cent, power consumption up by
4.2 per cent, and rising tractor
sales, healthy monsoons and
other growth indicators like
PMI manufacturing, the index
of eight core industries, E-way
bills, exports, kharif sowing,
cargo traffic and passenger
vehicle sales, etc., are showing
credible upward movement.
“All this makes the ministry

confident that its effort to mit-
igate impact of Covid-19 are on
the right track towards faster
recovery of economy to nor-
malcy,” the ministry added.

The government has effec-
tively implemented two major
stimulus packages — the
Pradhan Mantri Garib Kalyan
Package(PMGKP) without
delay post lockdown on March
16, 2020, and the Aatmnirbhar
Bharat Package (ANBP) of Rs
20 lakh crore on May 12, 2020,
which was a “judicious mix” of
fiscal and monetary policies to
mitigate the negative impact of
COVID-19 on the economy.  

The government imple-
mented several measures under
these packages which include
relief measures for households
and cash transfers to senior cit-
izens, widows, disabled,
women Jan Dhan Account
holders, farmers; insurance
coverage for workers in the
healthcare sector; and wage
increase for MGNREGS work-
ers. The ministry's relief
efforts during COVID-19 pro-
vided 42 crore people with
direct financial assistance of Rs
68,921 crore.  It included
almost 8.94 crore beneficiaries
under PM KISAN with two
instalments of Rs 17,891 crore
each. Further, Rs 30,952
crore has been deposited into
20.65 crore women  Jan Dhan
accounts through DBT. 

Around 1.82 crore con-
struction workers received
financial support amounting to
Rs 4,987.18 crore, and 40.59
lakh members of EPFO took
online withdrawal benefit of
the non-refundable advance
amounting to Rs 10,615 crore.

Also, 20 crore house-
hold are being provided with
free pulses @1 kg/month for

eight months and 81 crore
beneficiaries are helped with
free food grains at 5 kg per ben-
eficiary for 8 months, which
constitutes more than 60per
cent of India's population.

Under MGNERGS
total allocation has been raised
to  Rs 1,01,500 crore for this
year by making additional pro-
vision of Rs 40,000 crore.
Besides, the Ministry has intro-
duced relief measures for
MSMEs such as collateral-free
lending with 100 per cent cred-
it guarantee, also eased com-
pliance burden of taxpayers by
postponing of tax-filing dead-
lines, reduction in penalty
interest rate for overdue GST
filings. “The Centre has
continued to lend unflinching
support to State Governments
towards faster economic
revival, the ministry said.
Despite the pandemic and the
consequent fall in gross tax rev-
enue, Rs. 2,17,976 crore has
been transferred to State
Governments as Devolution
of Share of Taxes by
Government of India in the
first five months of FY 2020-21
which is only Rs 37,629 crore
lower than the previous year.
Also, the Centre has already
raised the borrowing limit of
states from 3 per cent to 5 per
cent of GDP to cope with pan-
demic induced requirement of
higher expenditure. As per
recently announced, the bor-
rowing programme of the
Government of India Rs. 4.34
lakh crore for the second half
of FY 2020-21 is expected to be
completed by January 2021 to
help generate sufficient space to
manage the borrowing pro-
gramme of the State
Governments smoothly, the
ministry added.
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Commerce and Industry
Minister Piyush Goyal on

Saturday said quality, technol-
ogy and scale of production
will help India take its annual
exports to USD 1 trillion and
not government subsidies.
He exhorted exporters and the
industry as a whole to target
USD 1 trillion worth of ship-
ments.     

"Why can't we aim for USD
1 trillion exports from India.

We certainly can. I see no rea-
son, (why) we cannot. For that
we need to be clear on action-
able items (and) subsidies are
never going to get us there, I
am very very clear about that,"
he said.      

"At least in my six years of
engagement, I have not found

subsidies to be the solution for
India's problems.

I think it's quality, technolo-
gy, growth, scale; and some-

times for a short period you
may need to give a little thrust
or support. 

But if they are looking at
literally running a long term
engagement with the world
on subsidy, it is not going to
work," he said.     

The minister was speaking at
a webinar on strategies for

alleviating policy constraints
for exports in select sectors. He
said there is a need to identify
areas where sensible policies
can help take exports to USD
1 trillion.     

The minister also released a
study - Domestic Constraints

for Exports in Select Sectors -
published by the Export-
Import Bank of India.     

According to the study, an
immediate refund of GST

could increase the overall GDP
by 2 per cent, exports by 7 per
cent, aggregate imports by 6 per
cent, and overall employment
by nearly 4 per cent.    
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Indicators like positive growth
in the country's exports in

September and increase in
GST collections show that
India will bounce back to high
growth levels, Commerce and
Industry Minister Piyush Goyal
said on Saturday.        The world
now looks towards India as a
trusted, reliable partner in the
global supply chain, he said.
The merchandise exports in
September this year has record-
ed a growth of 5 per cent year-
on-year, GST collections are up
by 4 per cent over the corre-
sponding period, and railway
carried 15 per cent more
freight, he said.      

The indicators show that
"India will once again bounce

back to high growth levels
which is truly our destiny," he
added.  The minister was
addressing representatives of
Hindustan Chamber of
Commerce. 
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New Delhi: Reliance Industries
on Saturday announced Rs
7,350 crore investments by
Singapore sovereign wealth
fund GIC and global private
equity firm TPG Capital in its
retail unit, taking the total
fundraising in the last one
month to Rs 32,197.50 crore.
While GIC invested Rs 5,512.5
crore in Reliance Retail
Ventures Ltd (RRVL) for a
1.22 per cent stake, TPG took
0.41 per cent interest for Rs
1,837.5 crore, the company
said in statements issued past
midnight. These investments
value Reliance Retail at a pre-
money equity value of Rs 4.285
lakh crore, they said.
This is TPG's second invest-
ment in a subsidiary of
Reliance Industries, following
a Rs 4,546.8 crore investment
in digital unit Jio Platforms
announced earlier this year.
With these, Reliance Industries
has sold 7.28 per cent stake in
the retail unit since September
9 for a total of Rs 32,297.50
crore. US private equity

firm Silver Lake has made two
investments totalling Rs 9,375
crore for a 2.13 per cent stake
in Reliance Retail, while
General Atlantic has picked up
0.84 per cent stake for Rs 3,675
crore, and KKR put in Rs 5,550
crore for a 1.28 per cent stake.

Abu Dhabi-based
sovereign wealth fund
Mubadala Investment Co
invested Rs 6,247.5 crore for a
1.4 per cent stake. Reliance
Retail Ltd, a subsidiary of
RRVL, operates India's largest,
fastest-growing and most prof-
itable retail business spanning
supermarkets, consumer elec-
tronics chain stores, cash and
carry wholesale business, fast-
fashion outlets, and online gro-
cery store JioMart.

It operates about 12,000
stores in nearly 7,000 towns,
with 640 million footfalls across
core categories of grocery, con-
sumer electronics and apparel.
Revenue for Reliance Retail in
FY20 was Rs 1.63 lakh crore.
The investment will add fire to
Ambani's battle for dominance

in the retail market that is also
being eyed by Jeff Bezos'
Amazon.Com and Walmart
Inc's Flipkart.

TPG has more than
USD 83 billion of assets under
management across a wide
range of asset classes, including
private equity, growth equity,
real estate and public equity.
Over TPG's nearly 30-year his-
tory, the firm has built an
ecosystem made up of hun-
dreds of portfolio companies
and a value-added network of
professionals, executives, and
advisors around the world.
Mukesh Ambani, Chairman
and Managing Director of
Reliance Industries, said, "TPG
has a proven track record of
being a valuable partner to
global technology businesses
and industry leaders and we
look forward to their guidance
and support in our journey."
Jim Coulter, Co-CEO, TPG,
said, "Regulatory changes, con-
sumer demographics and tech-
nological disruption are creat-
ing seismic shifts across the

entire retail value chain in
India. 

In the midst of this trans-
formation, Reliance Industries
has utilised technology and
scale to position Reliance Retail
as an incredibly strong, well-
organised, and innovative
leader."

"We are excited to join
with them as they seek to cre-
ate a more inclusive retail
industry that allows Kiranas
and Indian consumers to ben-
efit from the connectivity, effi-
ciency, and accessibility of the
Reliance Retail omnichannel
platform," he said. The
transaction is subject to regu-
latory and other customary
approvals. Morgan
Stanley acted as financial advi-
sor to Reliance Retail and Cyril
Amarchand Mangaldas and
Davis Polk & Wardwell acted as
legal counsels. Deloitte Touche
Tohmatsu India LLP acted as
financial advisor to TPG and
Shardul Amarchand
Mangaldas & Co acted as legal
counsel to TPG.

Following the sell-down in its
digital unit Jio Platforms,
Reliance's focus has shifted to
retail with the acquisition of
Future and investment by glob-
al private equity firms/strategic
investors. All the 13 investors,
who had poured in a combined
Rs 1.52 lakh crore in Jio
Platforms, have been offered a
chance to explore investing in
the retail unit. PTI
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State-owned RINL on
Saturday said it has supplied

over 8,500 tonne of steel for the
all-weather Atal Tunnel which
reduces the distance between
Manali and Leh by 46 kms and
travel time by four to five
hours.  

Prime Minister Narendra
Modi inaugurated the tunnel
on Saturday along with
Defence Minister Rajnath
Singh. The 9.02 km long
tunnel connects Manali to
Lahaul-Spiti valley, ensuring
connectivity throughout the
year. The valley was earlier cut
off for about six months every
year due to heavy snowfall.
In a statement, Rashtriya Isapt
Nigam Ltd (RINL) said it has
contributed to the mega project
by supplying more than 8,500

tonne of TMT steel.
"Cutting through the mighty
Pir Panjal range, the tunnel will
reduce the travel time from
Manali to Leh by 4-5 hours,
enhance connectivity in remote
border area of Himachal and
Ladakh, save crores of rupees
in transportation costs and
bring in new opportunities in
the region," Steel Minister
Dharmendra Pradhan was
quoted as saying in the state-
ment. 

RINL CMD PK Rath said
the company joins the

nation in thanking the Prime
Minister on inaugurating the
engineering marvel at a height
of more than 10,000 ft. 
"RINL takes pride in supplying
around 8,500 tonne of TMT,
which is the highest share
amongst all the steel suppliers
in TMT section," he added. 
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Asix-month long Coronavirus-forced
vacation is coming to an end for many
children. Unlock 5 is here and with a
brand new set of guidelines. Although

the Coronavirus curve is nowhere near flatten-
ing, almost everything has been opening up to give
a boost to the drooping economy. Under the fresh
set of guidelines, the schools and colleges are
allowed to reopen in a phased manner from
October 15, 2020. However, attendance wouldn’t
be mandatory and that online education will still
be the preferred mode of education.

The idea, however is receiving mixed
response. While many think that it is high time
for students to start attending schools and colleges,
since education has already suffered a lot, some
are still of the opinion that sending children to
schools is not  that great of an idea. 

“The fact that physical classrooms are the best
is undebatable. But having said that, keeping in
mind the raging fury of Coronavirus, it doesn’t
seem to be a good option to send our children to
schools. We would prefer our child to learn online
and make the best use of technology in the cur-
rent time,” Seema, a mother of two daughters, tells
you.

Alka Kapur, Principal, Modern Public School,
Shalimar Bagh, New Delhi, agrees with the par-
ents and tells you that children’s safety comes first. 

“Safety comes first. Also when we take the
feedback from the parents they are reluctant to
send their children to school. As it is in Delhi, the
curve doesn’t seem to flatten anytime soon. In fact,
there has been an exponential rise in cases in the
past few days and it is like every other person is
infected with the virus. Even if a school like ours
which has ensured maximum security and safe-
ty inside the premises, can’t ensure anything once
the child steps out of the campus. Children will
be commuting to and from the school and
things are crazy outside, so no one could take that
responsibility. As a school, we would be abiding
by the Government’s order, but we don’t think that
there will be much footfall in the school,” Kapur
tells you.

She adds that one can’t expect much from chil-
dren once they are out in the open. “Children are
children. The biggest concern raised by few par-
ents is that it has been months since their chil-
dren are cooped up in their houses. And now if
by the will of their parents they are allowed to go
to school, they may take advantage of the situa-
tion and the norms can go for a toss. There are
chances they may take the situation lightly.
Though inside the school we are following prop-
er measures because our concern is not just the
students but the safety of the staff also. We may
try to implement the guidelines very rigidly but
it may not happen with all the schools because of
lack of infrastructure and funds,” Kapur says.

Not only online classes, but online exams
is also a thing. However, Kapur feels that
there is no way that the essence of exams
can be retained online. 

“The reason is that parents take pride
in marks rather than in the process. They
need to understand that they have to be there
with their children during the exam and
make sure that their child doesn’t cheat. It is
their responsibility, but I don’t know how
many of them will take it seriously. The
schools are doing their best, but cer-
tainly the quality and the essence
of exams will be lost online,” she
says.

The brick and mortar class-
es, she says, is the best mode of
education. “While online class-
es are equally important in
today’s time, the brick and
mortar classes remains the
best. In a 45 minutes or an
hour’s online session, it is
not possible for teachers
to take attendance, do
meditation and eye
exercise and teach 40
or 45 students. Also a
face-to-face interac-
tion with the teachers

make the students understand the concepts bet-
ter and get their queries answered then and there,”
Kapur says.  

Ritesh Rawal, Founder, Dudes & Dolls — The
Cosmic School and Adhyay School, says that to
open schools, it is important to evaluate the readi-
ness of all the stakeholders, which are the parents,
administration, the teaching staff, and the school
management and the center point of the school,
which are the students. 

“All the stakeholders are of the opinion that
schools should be open but without  compromis-
ing on the health and safety of the students. So
schools will automatically be ready to welcome
back children whenever the students are at no
risk,” Rawal says.

He adds that the current situation demands
a lot of self-discipline and self-control on the part
of children. 

“While colleges have students who are a lot
more independent than the school going
children and may take care of themselves

and others while they are on the campus,
the task lies with students studying in
early classes. Such students may not be
able to follow all the precautions at all
times and even if they do the risk of get-
ting infected remains. Hence, going to

school during this time is not advis-
able, however colleges can be

opened  up for important
activities with proper pro-
tocols in place,” Rawal
tells you.

Rawal adds that both
physical and online edu-
cation is important as
they both have their
unique space and objec-
tive. “While physical
classrooms setup provide
a lot of opportunities to
develop a children’s over-
all personality, online
education can provide an

extremely good supple-
mentary support. A blend
of both utilised correctly is
the best option,” he says.

Dr RL Raina, Vice

Chancellor, JK Lakshmipat University, Jaipur, tells
you that the universities are well prepared to wel-
come students after the break. 

“The universities and colleges are ensuring all
precaution on campus. Higher education institutes
for PhD and engineering students who are pur-
suing science and technology stream requires lab-
oratory and experimental works, therefore all such
institutes have to follow the strict standards of pro-
tection norms including masks, gloves, six feet dis-
tance between students and teachers and proper
sanitisation facility. Having said that, asking stu-
dents to attend compulsory classes is not a good
idea. Even, as per the guidelines also, the physi-
cal classrooms are opening up, the online or dis-
tance learning will continue and would rather be
“the preferred mode of teaching,” he says.

Looking at the arrangement done by the
Ministry of Home Affairs (MHA), for students
who wish to rejoin the institutes, the written con-
sent of parents is mandatory. “Further, the min-
istry has asked the education institute to not
enforce the compulsory attendance rules and the
decision of a student attending physical classes
must depend entirely on parental consent,” he
explains.

He tells you that online can’t be the way for-
ward and  that for all the students who wish to
rejoin the college, the universities will provide flex-
ibility to students through hybrid education.
“Online can’t be the way forward. But it will go
along as a hybrid mode. What we strongly
believe is that to manage space hybrid will be the
way forward for sometime.We at JKLU, have cre-
ated bio bubble for airspace. The universities along
with other things can also create secure space in
residential campuses, with flexibility in class tim-
ings and multiple slots to access facilities,” Raina
tells you.

Now that the institutes are all set to reopen,
Dr Ramakrishnan Raman, Director, SIBM Pune,
tells you that the challenge ahead for colleges is
to make education seamless. “The challenge ahead
for colleges and universities is to make the expe-
rience seamless for students. Everyone is new to
this scenario and hence there are no text book
rules which can be followed for a meticulous fault
free implementation. There are some generic
guidelines that can be followed to make the expe-
rience of ‘returning back to campus’ safe and

memorable. It must be ensured that the students
‘feel safe’ and ‘are safe’ when they are back to cam-
pus,” Raman says.

He lists out some measures that can help.
“First, rapid test for COVID. All students who
return to campus must be asked to get themselves
tested for COVID-19 and this must be done two
days before they return to campus. This will
ensure that all students who return to the cam-
pus are not asymptomatic,” he explains.  

Second, quarantine first. All the residential
institutions must insist on compulsory quarantine
for 15 days on arrival at campus. This needs good
planning, as the available infrastructure must be
put to use in an intelligent fashion which can help
quarantine the students. Meticulous planning and
scheduling of the student’s arrival in batches can
make this happen.

Third, sanitisation of class room and hostels.
“All premises must be sanitised regularly and the
date of sanitisation must be displayed to all. This
will bring trust of being safe among students who
return to the campus. Cleanliness and hygiene
must be given very high-level priority and
process changes must be made for meticulous
implementation,” he says.

Fourth, option to attend the session online.
Classes which are conducted in the classroom
must also be available online in two-way synchro-
nous mode. This could be done using online live
streaming.  This will help in ensuring that the
classrooms are not crowded and also will help stu-
dents who are abroad — who can’t return to cam-
pus — not to miss out on the academic sessions.  

Fifth, all facilities must ensure social distanc-
ing and safety.  All processes including use of mess
facility, tuck shop, the photocopying facility, recre-
ation facility, etc must ensure social distancing.
Use of masks and hand sanitisers and checking
of temperatures before entering and leaving
classroom and hostels must be made mandatory.
The same process must be followed at the canteen
and mess. Automatic thermal scanners can be
installed to keep a check on those who have high
body temperature.

“In short, meticulous planning and continu-
ous monitoring of processes with investment in
manpower and technology would be necessary for
ensuring safety of students when they are back on
the campus,” Raina tells you.
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Boasting an
explosive bat-

ting line-up that
complements their effective death bowling, Mumbai
Indians will have their nose ahead in the IPL match against
Sunrisers Hyderabad here on Sunday.

To add to SRH’s worry, doubts remained over lead
seamer Bhuvneshwar Kumar’s participation in the match.

Bhuvneshwar picked up an injury on Friday night and
was unable to complete his final over in the game against
Chennai Super Kings. He walked off the field with the help
of the team physio.

In the event the experienced seamer misses out, table-
toppers Mumbai will fancy their chances more at the
Sharjah Cricket Stadium, whose boundaries are much
shorter than Dubai and Abu Dhabi and have been a par-
adise for power-hitters.

The defending champions, having humbled a strong
Kings XI Punjab in their last game, are unlikely to make
any changes to the winning combination.

Skipper Rohit Sharma is in sublime form and he can
pummel any attack into submission on his day. Rohit has
scored 170 runs from four games this season.

While the poor form of Quinton
De Kock is worrisome, the prolific
Suryakumar Yadav would be more
than keen to convert his starts.

The biggest positive for the
defending champions is that their
middle-order has finally delivered
with Ishan Kishan, Hardik Pandya and Kieron Pollard
launching into opposition attacks with their big-hitting
prowess. 

Young Kishan has been the find for MI, after his blis-
tering yet responsible knock against Royal
Challengers Bangalore.

Given the abilities and power of Hardik and
Pollard, both can rip apart the SRH bowling
especially at Sharjah, where even the outside
edges fly into the stands.

Mumbai are unlikely to make any changes
to their bowling combination, with all their
bowlers putting up a splendid show against
Kings XI Punjab.

Apart from the pacers, spinners Rahul
Chahar and Krunal Pandya have played their
parts to perfection and will be more than
keen to contain the SRH batters.

SRH will also take a lot of confidence
from their seven-run win over CSK, where
all their youngsters delivered after the big
guns failed to fire.

The team management would be
hoping that skipper David Warner,
Jonny Bairstow and Manish Pandey are
among the runs again.

Kane Williamson also is a certainty in the
playing XI, given his ability to take the
innings deep and hold one end up.

If the seniors fire, that will reduce the
pressure on young guns Abhishek Sharma,
Priyam Garg and Abdul Samad.

But if Bhuvneshwar misses out, that
would mean more pressure on yorker special-
ist T Natarajan, left-arm pacer Khaleel Ahmed
and star spinner Rashid Khan. In that case,
they will have to choose from their other pac-
ers — Basil Thampi, Sandeep Sharma or
Siddharth Kaul — but none can match
up Bhuvneshwar’s skills and experience.
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Hit hard by a start that least
defines them, Chennai

Super Kings would be desper-
ate to find answers to their

predicament when they
take on Kings XI
Punjab in Dubai on
Sunday.

So used to be on
top of their game in
the previous edi-
tions, sitting at the

bottom of the points
table now with three
losses in four match-
es is an unknown
territor y for the
Mahendra Singh

Dhoni-led side.
Nothing has worked

for them despite having the
resources.

They even made three
changes to their playing
XI for Friday’s game
against Sunrisers
Hyderabad but neither

comeback of Ambati
Rayudu nor the pres-
ence of Dwayne Bravo

could lift the gloom.
A misf ir ing top-

order, save Faf du Plessis,
combined with inadequate

run-flow in the middle overs

and the habit of leaving way
too much for the climax,
proved to be their bane in the
three consecutive defeats.

They have it in them to
turn it around but everything
— fielding, bowling and bat-
ting — has  to come together.

When the result go a
team’s way, many of the frail-
ties gets hidden but even the
smallest of things get exposed
when the opposite happens.

CSK will need one of their
top-order batsmen to put runs
on the board and run-rate in
the middle overs need to be
taken care of, too. If that hap-
pens, it will allow Dhoni to
find his feet.

Dhoni has batted under
tremendous pressure in the
initial games and the huge
expectations make his and his
team’s failure look worse. By
the time he goes after the
attack, the asking rate would
soar to unprecedented levels.

If the team can manage
enough runs in the middle
overs, it will give some cush-
ion to Dhoni and other capa-
ble batsmen down the order.

But the job would be eas-
ier said than done since they
are up against a side which has
been batting well, though

results have not exactly gone
in their favour.

Skipper KL Rahul and
Mayank Agarwal have been in
top form.

But despite scoring in
excess of 200 twice, the Punjab
side lost those matches
because of their limited bowl-
ing resources. None, expect

Mohammed Shami, gives con-
fidence of stopping the rival
batsmen.

This is exactly what CSK
must look to exploit. They
need to get Punjab’s top-order
early.

Overall, CSK have better
resources but they must utilise
them to the hilt.
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Captain Virat Kohli roared
back to form with an
unbeaten 72 and stitched

a 99-run stand with Devdutt
Padikkal (63) to power Royal
Challengers Bangalore to a com-
fortable eight-wicket win over
Rajasthan Royals in an IPL
match here on Saturday.

This was after wrist spinner
Yuzvendra Chahal snared three
wickets in an impressive bowl-
ing show that helped them
restrict RR to 154 for 6.

Kohli’s knock came off 53
balls with seven fours and two
sixes. Padikkal yet again pro-
duced an impressive innings
before he was dismissed by
Jofra Archer in the 16th over,
after hitting six fours and one six.

The young RCB opener
allowed his captain to get in and
settle down before Kohli pro-
duced some of his trademark

shots later on to accelerate.
The RCB needed 31 runs

after Padikkal’s dismissal and
another in-form batman AB de
Villiers (12 not out) ensured that
his side reached the target with
five balls to spare.

Having failed to score big in
his earlier three innings (14, 1,
3), Kohli took time to settle
down and scored mostly in
ones and twos initially.

Padikkal continued his good
form having scored 56, 1, 54 in
his three earlier innings. He
reached to his fifty in 34 balls.
He was the dominant batsman
in RCB’s opening stand of 25
runs with Finch who was out in
the third over with a score of 8.

Earlier, Chahal returned
with figures of 3/24 from his four
overs to restrict RR to 154 for 6.

Opting to bat, the Royals
lost their top-order batsmen
cheaply inside the powerplay
overs but recovered to some

extent to post a decent total,
thanks to Mahipal Lomror’s
knock of 47.

Royals skipper Steve Smith
(5) fell cheaply for the second
consecutive time with Isuru
Udana taking his wicket in the
third over. He was followed in
the hut by Englishman Jos
Buttler (22) who failed to come
up with a big score yet again.

Sanju Samson (4), who
had two sensational innings
of 74 and 85 in the first
two matches, was dis-
missed in the fifth over
with Chahal taking a
low catch in his follow-
through.

The Royals were
31/3 and they reached
70/3 at halfway mark
with Robin Uthappa (17)
and Lomror stitching a
39-run stand for the
fourth wicket. But
Uthappa failed again with
Chahal getting him
caught at long off.

Chahal ended
Lomror’s innings in the 17th
over as the batsman sliced
up a widish delivery to
Padikkal at long off.

Rahul Tewatia (24
not out), looking for yet
another explosive
innings after the one
against Kings XI
Punjab, hit two sixes
in the last over after
enduring a beamer
from Navdeep Saini
on his chest. 
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Back to form with an unbeaten fifty,
RCB captain Virat

Kohli on Saturday said
his teammates’ good
show gave him enough
time to come out of
a short lean
patch in 

the ongo-
ing IPL.

K o h l i
had previously

scored 14, 1, 3 in the
first three matches

before starring with 72
not out off 53 balls in first

afternoon game of the sea-
son.

“It’s a funny game, an
amazing game and I was
telling Jos that I love this

game and hate it too. It’s
something you need to
understand (bad form) but
when the team is doing well,
you get more time to apply
yourself,” Kohli said after
the match.

“Very important two
points. The kind of game

we had last time, it’s very
important to back that
up.”

He praised the 20-
year-old Devdutt
Padikkal, who yet again
came good, scoring his
third fifty in four
matches.

“There wasn’t
much to reveal (to
Devdutt) and I told
Simon (Katich) this
guy has got serious
talent — reach, and

a great eye.
“And a left-hander, very clean

shots. You hardly feel he’s taking risks,
you get that feeling rarely at this level.
Today he carried from 40 to 65 odd, so
he’s a smart guy and he understands the
game well.”

Padikkal, on his part, said it was “an
unreal feeling” to bat with Kohli, whom
he has been following for a long time.
He said he was getting tired towards the
end due to the heat.

“He (Kohli) just kept pushing me.
I was getting tired, cramping up, but he
pushed me. He said I need to see the
team through. That’s how he bats and
he was conveying that to me too.

“I’m just playing on the merit,
watching as closely as I can and mak-
ing a decision. It was hot, especially after
fielding for 20 overs it was difficult to
bat.”

Yuzvendra Chahal, who was
adjudged man-of-the-match for his
3/24 to restrict RR to 154/6, said he was
able to flight the ball more as the ground
was big.

“When you come into bowl and get
a wicket in the first over, it makes you
confident. They take less chances and
then I just vary the pace. I think
Sanju’s wicket was the most special one.

Royals captain Steven Smith rued
that his side did not score enough runs
after electing to bat.

“We could have done a lot better.
It was a good wicket but we couldn’t get
a partnership together. Jofra bowled
exceptionally, our leggies bowled well,”
he said.

“Our top 3 should be doing the job
a lot more. The last two games it’s cost
us. We bat quite deep, but our top 3
need to bat longer and get ourselves into
the innings.”

Smith praised Mahipal Lomror,
who made 47 to help RR go past the
150-mark. 
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Shreyas Iyer showed his
class with a captain’s

knock and pacer Anrich
Nortje honoured his skip-
per’s heroics by bowling a
splendid penultimate over
in Delhi Capitals’ 18-run
victory over Kolkata Knight
Riders in a thrilling IPL
match here on Saturday.

Iyer’s (88 no off 38
balls) magnificent power-
hitting after Prithvi Shaw’s
opening act propelled
Delhi Capitals  to an
impressive 228 for four
after being put into bat
first by Dinesh Karthik.

If  Iyer and Shaw
weren’t  not enough,
Rishabh Pant (38 off 17
balls) dusted off his rusti-
ness with a quickfire knock.

The target was difficult
but not impossible but
Delhi produced the best
effort by a pace bowling

unit on a placid track with
KKR finishing at 210 for 8.

Harshal Patel, as Ishant
Sharma’s replacement, did
well enough to finish with

2 for 34 in 4 overs while the
ever-improving Nortje
(3/33 in 4 overs) was also
impressive.

However, it was Kagiso

Rabada (1/51 in 4 overs),
who dismissed the dan-
gerous Andre Russell (13)
cheaply, was taken to task
by Eoin Morgan (44 from
18 balls)  and Rahul
Tripathi (36 off 16 balls) in
the 18th over that got KKR
23 runs.

With 31 to get from 12
balls, Nortje bowled a
superb 19th over getting rid
of Morgan and only giving
five runs in the process.

With 26 needed off the
last over, Marcus Stoinis
(1/46 in 4 overs) proved his
utility as a bowler by
removing Tripathi with a
slower yorker after being
smashed by the batsman in
an earlier over.

With their third win,
Delhi (six points from four
games) move to the top of
the table.

Earlier, if the Powerplay
belonged to Shaw, who
blazed his way to 66 off 41

balls with four boundaries
and as many sixes, Iyer
dominated the remaining
part of the innings with his
silken smooth batting as he
scythed the opposition
attack with seven fours and
half a dozen sixes.

A few of Iyer’s sixes
landed either in the top tier
or got lost in the car park
adjoining the stadium, such
was the timing rather than
brute force that the DC
skipper used.

Containment was never
possible on such a track
with Capitals batsmen hit-
ting as many as 14 sixes and
18 boundaries in the entire
innings.

After two good games,
young Kamlesh Nagarkoti
(1/35 in 3 overs) and
Shivam Mavi (0/40 in 3
overs) got harsh lessons as
Dinesh Karthik couldn’t
risk completing their quota
of overs.
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Captain Mahendra Singh
Dhoni admitted that his

beleaguered Chennai Super Kings
team needs to “get a lot of things
right” to effect a turnaround in the
ongoing Indian Premier League.

Chasing 166 for victory
against Sunrisers Hyderabad on
Friday, CSK fell short by by seven
runs, with skipper Dhoni staying
unbeaten on 47 off 36 balls.

“I was not able to
middle a lot of deliveries.
Was trying to hit it too
hard. When the wicket is
slightly at the slower
side, it is better to time
it. Looking at outfield it
was subconsciously coming to us
to hit the ball hard,” Dhoni said.

This was his side’s third defeat
in four matches.

Asked about his struggle
towards the end, Dhoni said, “I
tried to get as much as time as
possible. It is quite dry out here.
So, the throat gets dry and you
start to cough. When you have
legal signs, you can take some
time off.”

Dhoni made three changes to

his playing XI but could not
arrest the slide. He acknowledged
that they need to find solutions.

“Long time back once we lost
three in a row. We need to get a
lot of things right. It is the profes-
sionalism. We need to take our
catches, not bowl no-balls. Those
are the controllables and may be
we are getting too relaxed,” he
said.

“We have been a bit too
relaxed at times. After the 16th

over, we had two good
overs but overall we
could have been slight-
ly better.

“Nobody wants to
drop catches but at this
level, we need to draw a

line and say these catches that
need to be taken, especially when
the team hasn’t been doing that
outstandingly well,” he said, refer-
ring to the spilled chances when
SRH’s Abhishek Sharma was bat-
ting.

"Catches like these can ham-
per your knockout stage games. It
is very important to be at your
best. There are plenty of positives
in this game but we will try to
come back strong.”
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The Indian women’s team in all likelihood
will resume its bilateral engagements with

a tour of Sri Lanka, which the BCCI is try-
ing to schedule after the women’s IPL from
November 4-9 in the UAE.

A senior BCCI official confirmed that the
women’s team could tour the island nation
right after the WIPL (Challengers series) but
a big bone of contention could be the 14-day
mandatory quarantine in Sri Lanka.

“There is a bright a chance that India will
be travelling to Sri Lanka after women’s IPL
for a three-match ODI and three match T20
series,”  a senior BCCI source told PTI.

“Obviously, quarantine duration is an
issue as we saw that Bangladesh men’s team’s
tour was postponed. However we are very
hopeful that our women’s team will be play-
ing Lanka,” the official added.

It is expected that just like the men’s team
will directly fly to Australia from Dubai, the
women cricketers are also expected to leave
for Sri Lanka after completing their WIPL
engagement which concludes on November
9.

Women’s team ODI skipper Mithali Raj
welcomed the move, happy that her team will
be back in India jersey.

“It’s really exciting that in all probabili-
ty, Indian women’s team would start their
international engagements even before the
men’s team. The ‘WIPL’ will be a nice prepa-
ration for the tour. I would like to thank BCCI
for their efforts which shows that they care
for women’s cricket,” the ODI skipper told
PTI.

She conceded that girls will be rusty ini-
tially due to the break but it won’t be long
before they are all back in match mode.

“Look, all the girls for the past one month
have been practising in their respective cities
but initially there could be some rustiness
which is understandable as you regroup.

“As you converge together as a team, you
take a few days to get your bearings. I am con-
fident that it won't take long,” Mithali added.
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Australia were playing a One
Day International after a

year but Meg Lanning and Co
had no trouble in securing a
record-extending 19th consec-
utive victory in the format as
they beat New Zealand by seven
wickets in the first match of the
series.

The hosts, who had
clinched the T20I series mark-
ing the sport’s return 2-1, looked
in imperious form as they skit-
tled the White Ferns for 180 and
then chased the lowly target
with more than 16 overs to
spare.

Lanning and Co are already
in the middle of the longest win-
ning streak in women’s ODI his-
tory and winning all games in
the this three-match series will
see them level Ricky Ponting’s
2003 team at the overall world
record mark of 21, according to
cricket.com.au.

Australia’s spinners were

the stars of the show as captain
Lanning guided the chase with
an unbeaten 62.

The Player of the Match was
legspinner Georgia Wareham
(2-23) who along with left-arm
orthodox pair of Jess Jonassen
(2-29) and Sophie Molineux (2-
28) combined to stifle the strong
New Zealand top order. Katey
Martin (21 from 44) was the
only player in the top six to go
past 20 as the big three of

Sophie Devine, Suzie Bates and
Amy Sattherthwaite didn’t fire.

From 83/6, it was only the
late resistance of Maddy Green
(35 from 49) that ensured a
respectable score but a target of
181 was never going to trouble
the Australian batting lineup.
Openers Rachel Haynes (44
from 62) and Alyssa Healy (26
from 27) started strong and the
chase was completed by
Lanning.
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Neymar scored his first
goals of the season to

help Paris Saint-Germain
make up some lost ground
in the French league with a
6-1 rout of visiting Angers.

PSG moved up to sec-
ond in the sixth round after
winning four games straight.
The defending champion
started with two defeats.

Kylian Mbappé, who
also scored, had the first big
chance at Parc des Princes in
the fifth minute saved by the
quick reacting Angers goal-
keeper Paul Bernardoni.

But the home side did
not have to wait long for the
breakthrough, a fine goal
from Alessandro Florenzi in

the seventh minute. The
Italian defender lifted the
ball over an opponent with
his fist touch, then lobbed it
over another defender inside
the far post with his next. It

was his first goal for PSG
since his summer switch
from Roma.

Neymar was next to test
the keeper, but Bernardoni
wasn’t beaten until the 36th,

when Mbappé cut in
between two defenders
before teeing the ball up for
Neymar to shoot in off the
underside of the crossbar.

The Brazilian got his
second goal from close dis-
tance in the 47th, and
Angers defender Ismael
Traoré pulled one back in
the 52nd as the home side
relaxed.

PSG defender Presnel
Kimpembe was forced to
clear from Stephane
Bahoken shortly afterward.

But Julian Draxler’s goal
in the 57th removed any
notion of suspense, substi-
tute Idrissa Gueye made it 5-
1 in the 71st, and Mbappé
wrapped up the scoring in
the 84th. 
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Paris Saint-Germain will host
Manchester United in the

opening round of Champions
League group games on
October 20, it was confirmed
on Friday as UEFA revealed all
fixtures for the competition.

The return clash at Old
Trafford will be on
December 2, with the
sides also facing RB
Leipzig and Istanbul
Basaksehir in Group H.

Meanwhile Premier
League champions and 2019
Champions League winners
Liverpool will start their Group
D campaign away to Ajax in
Amsterdam on October 21.

Other highlights of the
opening round of matches

include Chelsea playing
host to Europa League
winners Sevilla on October
20 and Manchester City
beginning their latest bid
to win the competition

for the first time at home to
Porto the following night.

Reigning champions
Bayern Munich have a tough
start to their defence of the tro-
phy as they play Atletico
Madrid in Bavaria.
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Zhang Shuai on Saturday became
the first Chinese woman to reach

the last 16 at Roland Garros since for-
mer champion Li Na in 2012 although
a visa wrangle almost forced her to
skip the tournament.

Zhang defeated French wildcard,
and world number 357, Clara Burel 7-
6 (7/2), 7-5 and will next face either
Czech seventh seed Petra Kvitova, who
beat 18-year-old Canadian Leylah
Fernandez 7-5, 6-3.

The 39th-ranked Zhang admitted,
however, that her participation in Paris
had been in doubt after a lengthy wait
for a visa to allow her to travel from
New York, where she had been taking
part in the US Open, to Europe.

Not surprisngly, Zhang lost her
opener in Rome but was buoyed by
making the quarter-finals in
Strasbourg on the eve of Roland
Garros, beating Burel on the way.

On Monday, Zhang will be look-
ing to equal her best performance at
the Slams. She has made the quarter-
finals twice — as a qualifier at the 2016
Australian Open before a second last-
eight run at Wimbledon last year.

Zhang, the only Chinese woman
in the draw in Paris this year, has tast-
ed Grand Slam success before, win-
ning the Australian Open doubles title

with Sam Stosur last
year.

Tunisia’s Ons
Jabeur on
S a t u r d a y

became the first Arab woman
to make the last 16 at Roland
Garros with a 7-6 (9/7), 2-6,
6-3 win over Belarusian
eighth seed Aryna Sabalenka in
another breakthrough performance
which she admits has raised expecta-
tions.

Jabeur, seeded 30, who made the
quarter-finals at the Australian Open
in January, faces either 2016 champi-
on Garbine Muguruza from Spain or
Danielle Collins of the United States
for a place in the last-eight.

“The people in Tunisia are really
encouraging me a lot. Media, I’m not
sure,” said Jabeur as her standout sea-
son at the Slams continued after also
becoming the first Arab female play-
er to reach the third round at the US
Open last month.

“The most important thing for me
is having Tunisian people supporting
me all the time. That’s really impor-
tant for me. Also I know they are
expecting me to go as far as I can in
this tournament.”

NOVAK WINS EASILY
Novak Djokovic tied a

record shared by Roger
Federer and Rafael Nadal by
getting to the fourth round of
the French Open for the 11th

consecutive appearance.
Djokovic has not had too

much trouble, either: His 6-0, 6-3,
6-2 victory over Daniel Elahi Galan
means the No 1 seed has dropped
merely five games in each of his three
matches so far.

The match was played in a light
rain in the first set, and the shower
grew stronger later, so the roof was
shut.

Djokovic was never really tested
by Galan and improved to 34-1 in
2020.

Next up for Djokovic as he pur-
sues a second French Open title and
18th Grand Slam trophy overall: No
15 seed Karen Khachanov.
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Borussia Dortmund’s Giovanni
Reyna and Erling Haaland

combined perfectly to help crush
Freiburg 4-0 on Saturday as it
bounced back in style from a dis-
appointing week.

Reyna, the 17-year-old
American, served up three assists
in the absence of the side’s top
provider Jadon Sancho, sidelined
with an infection.

Norwegian forward Haaland
scored two of those goals either side
of Emre Can’s 47th minute head-
er, to take his tally to 17 goals from
18 Bundesliga games this year.

Haaland then set up Felix
Passlack for its fourth in stoppage

time.
It was the first win in three

games for the Ruhr valley club after
last week’s shock loss to Augsburg
and Wednesday’s defeat to Bayern

Munich in the German Super
Cup.

It took Dortmund half an
hour to get started and it
scored with its first chance when
Haaland slotted in after Reyna
had combined well with Marco
Reus in the 31st minute.

Dortmund missed several
more chances to score before the
break but Can quickly made
amends, drilling in a powerful
header in the 47th from a Reyna
corner.

The 20-year-old Haaland then
latched onto a flawless Reyna
through ball to beat the Freiburg
keeper Florian Mueller once more
in the 66th, and he could have
bagged a hat-trick in stoppage

time with only Mueller to
beat.

Instead he chose to lay it
off for Passlack for an easy

tap-in.
Dortmund has six points from

its three league games, with
Eintracht Frankfurt top on seven
after its 2-1 win over Hoffenheim.

Champions League club
Borussia Moenchengladbach
scored its first victory of the season,
winning 3-1 win at Cologne with
newly-selected Germany interna-
tional Jonas Hofmann setting up
the first two goals.

Champion Bayern Munich,
which also lost last week, is on three
and takes on Hertha Berlin on
Sunday. 
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Dominic Calvert-Lewin
scored his ninth goal
of the season and

James Rodriguez netted twice
as Everton beat Brighton to
make it four Premier League
wins from four for the
impressive table-topping
Toffees.

However, it was another
game that will prompt ques-
tions about the quality of
goalkeeper Jordan Pickford
for both club and country.

All was going well for the
home side after Calvert-
Lewin rose highest to head in
at the back post to cap anoth-
er excellent week that saw
him score his second hat-trick
of the season and earn a first
call-up to the senior England
squad.

But in the closing stages
of a first half in which he had
barely been tested, England
keeper Pickford dropped a
tame bouncing ball at the feet
of Neal Maupay, who then
slotted the ball in on the
turn.

The heavy rain during the
match was undoubtedly a
contributing factor but the
poor error comes not long
after the shocking mistake
he made in the Carabao
Cup win at Fleetwood.

Thankfully for the
home side, they were
able to reclaim the lead
before the break when
Rodriguez picked out fel-
low Colombian Yerry Mina,
who headed in following a
corner.

And it was Rodriguez
who put the game beyond
Albion, firstly sliding in to
finish off Alex Iwobi’s chipped
cross at the back post then
finding space in the same area
to tap home Abdoulaye
Doucoure's pass.

Brighton were able to
claim a consolation through
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Atletico Madrid drew 0-0 at
home to Villarreal on

Saturday in La Liga for a sec-
ond consecutive goalless draw
which further punctured the
euphoria from their excellent
start to the campaign.

Luis Suarez had a quiet first
home start after his star perfor-
mance from the bench in last
week’s 6-1 win over Granada
and Atletico only really started
to create some danger when the
Uruguayan came off and was
replaced by Diego Costa.

Costa twice came
close to snatching a late
winner but failed to con-
nect with dangerous
crosses from Yannick
Carrasco, while Villarreal
could also have found a late
goal in an end-to-end finish, as
forward Gerard Moreno
volleyed narrowly wide.

Villarreal played the
better football for most of
the game and could have
taken the lead in either
half through right back

Mario Gaspar, who was thwart-
ed on both occasions by excel-
lent saves from keeper Jan
Oblak.

Unai Emery’s Villarreal
provisionally lead the standings
with eight points from five
games, while Atletico, who
started the campaign two weeks
later, have taken five from
three.

Atletico went into the game
looking for a response after
being cancelled out by Huesca
in Wednesday’s goalless draw
but again struggled to break
down their opponents, and
Oblak was critical with his
side.

“We were too static in the
first half and the more space we
found the better we played but
we need to play like that from
the start. We should have got
down the wings more and
played more crosses,” said the
goalkeeper.

�-�� !8���*�

>!8�*

a superb Yves Bissouma
strike in added time but
they have now lost three
of their first four games.

They can argue they
deserved to take some-

thing from the defeats by
Chelsea and Manchester
United, but they can have no
complaints about this.

Aside from Pickford’s
form, the only other negative
for Carlo Ancelotti’s side was
losing forward Richarlison
to injury in the first half.

Everton lead the divi-
sion, having taken 12 points

from 12, but could be over-
taken this weekend by
Leicester and Liverpool, who
both play on Sunday.

CHILWELL GETS HIS GOAL
Chelsea’s heavy invest-

ment in the transfer market
began to bear fruit as they
thrashed Crystal Palace 4-0.

Frank Lampard has asked
for patience after Chelsea’s
£220 million splurge in the
market ($285 million), but
the pressure was on the Blues
to respond after a disappoint-
ing 3-3 draw at newly-pro-

moted West Brom and a
League Cup exit to a much-
changed Tottenham in the
past week.

For the f irst  t ime
Lampard was able to field five
of his new signings as
Edouard Mendy and Ben
Chilwell made their Premier
League debuts with Thiago
Silva, Kai Havertz and Timo
Werner also starting.

Chilwell had the biggest

impact as he opened the
floodgates with a thunderous
strike at the far post five
minutes into the second-half
before his cross teed up Kurt
Zouma to double Chelsea’s
lead.

What should have been a
routine win for the hosts did
not go without controversy as
Jorginho then slotted home
two penalties after Tammy
Abraham and Havertz had
been felled inside the area.

However, for the second
spot-kick, captain Cesar
Azpilicueta had to intervene

to take the ball off Abraham
with the England striker des-
perate to get on the score-
sheet.

“If Tammy wanted to take
it because he wants a goal or
whatever it was then he can
get put in his place a little bit,”
Lampard said.

“I appreciate his eager-
ness because his performance
deserved a goal but the rules
are you don’t jump up ahead
of the list at any moment.

In 10pm kick-off, Leeds
United hold Manchester City
for 1-1 draw at Ellan Road.
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Arecent estimate by the Union
Labour Ministry’s National
Sample Survey puts the num-

ber of people with locomotor dis-
abilities in India at a staggering 16 mil-
lion and a significant number are
elderly and wheelchair-dependent.
While there are wheelchairs for them
to get by, most wheelchair-bound peo-
ple will tell you that to manoeuvre it
is a task given that they are heavy.

In order to make it easier for the
physically-challenged and senior cit-
izens independent a group of Class XI
students of Shiv Nadar School-
Gurugram (a not-for-profit initiative
of the Shiv Nadar Foundation) have
developed a special product —
Hoverchair to make the lives of phys-
ically-challenged seniors easier. It is an
innovative wheelchair that users can
easily manoeuvre themselves and has
novel features like speed-regulation
and even music.

The team comprising Jasmehar
Jubbal, Tanya Singh Yogi, Krsna
Gaind, Prithvi Ramamurthy and
Arshia Mago spent months on the
project to make customised, congenial
and cost-effective. One is told that the
Hoverchair will be a boon to a con-
sequential number of seniors and, by
making them independent, restore
their lost dignity. The idea was part of

the school's Capstone project which
is an annual conference that helps stu-
dents identify problems plaguing the
society and come up with ideas and
products to address them.

“For the team, was struck and
deeply saddened us was the state of the
people bound to wheelchairs. They
have to drive the wheelchairs manu-
ally and it is physically tiring since
many of them cannot afford an elec-
tric wheelchair. One day when we saw
one of our teammates using the hov-
erboard, we started exploring ways to
combine a regular wheelchair with a
hover-board to turn it into a low-cost
electric wheelchair which can be
made available to everyone at the low-
est cost possible,” Jubbal recounts.

Ramamurthy tells you that it was
not easy to build the Hoverchair
structure. But they did it after putting
the design on paper. It is built using
metal, has a wide and comfortable
cushioned seat with backrest along
with a seatbelt for safety and precau-
tion. The control levers are also
metallic. It has rubber wheels on the
front and rotatable metal footrests. To
ensure quality, we had contacted a
hoverboard manufacturer and with his
help, we were able to build a frame
using the manufacturing unit of
Mahindra stiller. The frame was then

attached to the hoverboard with sim-
ple mechanics in a way that it becomes
an electrically assisted wheelchair,”
Mago explains.

The hoverboard is designed to be
a high-quality model that is extreme-
ly durable and can be used on roads
and mud tracks as well. It has a bat-
tery that can run for up to 12 hours
once fully charged. The hoverboard
has a top speed of 10-15km/h which
can be further calibrated.

During the testing of the proto-
type, many wheelchair-bound senior
citizens found the Hoverchair to be
light and easy to get by. A physically-
challenged man was thrilled that
soon there will be a better option avail-
able for them which is cost-effective.
For now, the Hoverchair costs �25,000
which is roughly half the market cost
for the electric wheelchair. However,
the team is looking at ways to bring
down the cost even more and make
it affordable even for middle class low
middle-class people to be able to buy
it. “We have done our best to keep the
cost low and are trying to bring the
price even lower. The electric wheel-
chairs in the market are expensive. We
wanted to bring a wheelchair that is
easy to get by and low on cost. The
biggest advantage is affordability. We
were able to design our version of elec-

tric wheelchair in half the current
market cost while ensuring an equiv-
alent level of comfort for the end user.
We are now working towards making
it foldable and reduce its weight fur-
ther without increasing the costs
which would turn this into an ideal
product for everyone who needs it,”
Yogi says.

The team has tested the
Hoverchair for up to 100 kg weight
and it has worked well. “Based on our
estimation we think it can easily
handle another 20 kg, Gaind tells you.

The team faced quite a few chal-
lenges. They had to work on multiple
prototypes to arrive at the mechani-
cal set-up which should feel like that
it is one connected system between the
chair and the hoverboard. “Our cur-
rent challenge is that we need a way
to reduce the chair's weight without
increasing cost or losing strength
and we are evaluating possible ways
to do that. The COVID 19 has also
been a major challenge in taking up
our project ahead,” Gain says.

The team is now looking to pitch
their product to existing automobile
companies to figure out possible
alignment. “Our intent is to make it
even more cost-effective, so that is sus-
tainable for the chosen target audi-
ence,” Ramamurthy says.

�We haven’t seen you much
on TV or films. What is keep-
ing you busy these days?

I have been doing TV series
over the years but unfortunately,

none of it has been particularly
memorable. Recently, I have done
two web series which have grabbed
eyeballs. I did a film called Kasaai
which is still doing festival rounds.

�How did you get into
acting?

I believe my
entering into

acting is truly
a part of the

spirit.

To choose acting is making a choice of how
you will live the rest of your life. How you
think? Who will you be? What will you do
with your life? It is not a career for me in
that sense. If it was a career choice, there
were many when I was young. To go in the
line which was not offering you money, at
that time I was doing theatre, name, fame
or glory but just the sense of knowing who
you are and feeling sure that is what you
want to do for the rest of your life that is what
acting, theatre, offers me.
�How would you sum up your journey
thus far?

I don’t know if I should sum it up. But
every time I look back, I see that nothing
was planned. Even with Agnipankh, it was
not something that I went looking for. I got

a call and was asked if I would do the role,
I said yes. This has been the case with

the music video that came my way
and every film as well. All the roles

that have come my way are a gift
from the universe.
�Would you agree that
Bollywood has moved away
from the hero and finally the
woman is becoming the
hero?

When people say that this is
a heroine-oriented movie, I

would say that it has already
been done in a much better way,

much more grace and much more
directorial nuances in the past. I feel

that in the name of making a movie with

the woman as a central character, we are
making them caricaturish. If one has seen
Duvidha and Paheli, one would see the dif-

ference even though the story is the same.
Duvidha is a classic and Paheli, at best a car-
icature of a great story. The so-called
women-oriented films are too one-sided and
are candy flossed a little. They always leave
scope for a happy ending. Maybe it works
for the new generation which has not seen
the earlier films.
�Would you say that the industry has
given you your due?

The industry is not one thing. People
think that the industry is made up of
Bollywood stars only. But if you look at the
amount of cinema that exists from Mani
Kaul to Kumar Shahani to Govind Nihalani,
we are all industry, just different parts of it.
�What is your role in Agnipankh?

I play Baisaab; the central character in
the play. They call her the matriarch but she
is actually a matriarch in a patriarchal soci-
ety. She is handling everything that her hus-
band should have done — the family estate
and various other family businesses. She also
has the responsibility of looking after her
children. But when it comes to the rela-
tionship with her husband, she is essential-
ly a child. She is still vulnerable to him as a
person. It is an interesting portrait of a
woman who is the matriarch but is a child-
woman when it comes to matters of love and
romance.
� Is this what attracted you to the role?

There were many things. For one, it is
a beautiful written play. It is not as if there
is one great character and the others are pup-
pets. Holistically, it is a great play with very

interesting characters. If I was of a different
age and was to play another role, I would
have played it. But I love the fact that I had
the lead in this with a powerful and a very
nuanced lead role. The story pans out well.
The director was good and the cast he was
putting together was good as well.
�Was it tough to play the role and prep
involved?

One has to always prepare for the role.
It is a period play but there is no such thing
as a period character. One has to play a role
in a period play with the nuances of what
the people thought of at a certain point in
history, what their value systems were and
at the same time make it a solid character
with flesh and blood which you can live and
breathe with the audience understanding the
same. There is a lot of preparation but not
necessarily something that people can see
from the outside. One has to read the script
many times and see what stirs inside you.
It is not as if one got a great script and you
tell yourself I will do great things with it.
�What next?

Given the present pandemic, I am liv-
ing the same by embracing the uncertain-
ty. I am sure I can get back to theatre but
with a changed setting like in a park where
people can sit under social distancing
guidelines. I have just finished shooting
Season 2 for Criminal Justice. There are plans
to shoot for Your Honor Season 2 early next
year. Then there was The Kapil Sharma Show
that I was part of a few weeks back. It 
was fun.

� What is your role in Bahut Hua Samman?
I play Fundoo, a mechanical engineering student from

Banaras Hindu University (BHU). He is good at studies. He and
his friend Bony (played by Raghav Juyal) are left without a job. This
is when their super senior comes in the pictures who shows them
a way out of this problem, which both Bony and Fundoo tread on.
This decision of them leads to an event and that leads to an after-
math and they both are left on a different path altogether.
� What attracted you towards the role?

First of all, it was not that I had a choice. The role wasn’t offered
to me, I had auditioned for it. Having said that, the cast was one
of the reason that I was attracted towards this project. Then the
director, Ashish Shukla and the writer of course. I had the fortune
of working with Ashish before so I knew his approach towards a
project. The treatment that he has given to this film is unique and
is highly enjoyable. Both the writers are from Varanasi and are also
a student of BHU, so I was sure that the script  would be authen-
tic and have small nuances that people from the university would
relate to. These were the two primary reasons. Another thing is that
this is a feature film and I wanted to do something that would chal-
lenge me as an actor and this was the right choice. Also I haven’t
done a lot of work yet so I want to make sure that whatever I do
is different from my previous work.
� Is there a lesson that you took back home from the sets?

Yes, of course. When you are working with someone like Sanjay
Mishra or Ram Kapoor or Nidhi, Bhupesh and Raghav, there is so
much to learn from each of them. And not only the actors, there
is so much to take back home from the directors and the crew. I
always tend to keep my eyes and ears open when I am on the sets.
During the sunset, there were a lot of things that I learnt. The char-
acters of Sanjay Mishra, Raghav and I are written in a way that they
are together most of the time. So we three spent our time togeth-
er even off-camera. We lived at an ashram for 30 days. We used to
talk about a lot of things. Sanjay  Mishra used to cook every day
for us. I have received a lot of life lessons too from him, some as
simple as how to cook a nice mutton curry too. In a gist, the sets
were more like a film school for me.
� How did acting happen?

I grew up on Bollywood. Acting was something that I always
looked forward to doing. There were a lot of other things that did
have my interest but films like a priority. I started doing theatre
when I was in college. Then I took professional training in  the-
atre and that’s when I realised that acting was my true calling. It
was always on my cards but it took me sometime to realise that
and do something about it.
� Were there any apprehension before trying your hand at act-
ing?

I didn’t have any apprehensions. Sometimes you know you are
born for something but you are just not 100 per cent sure about
that. I always knew that acting is where my passion lies but for the
longest time I didn’t realise it. Once I started exploring more about
the field and got right feedback for what and how I do it, I became
more confident.
� How was the experience doing TVF Cubicles?

TVF Cubicles is actually my second project, first was Undekhi
but it released recently. Like I have said, I haven’t done much work

but I have been fortunate to have done good work.
My takeways from each and every project has been

huge in terms of learning. The environment there
was extremely good. I was very strict while I

was working but on the sets of Cubicles, I start-
ed having fun while working. I don’t have much
to complain about in all.
� Do you have a checklist when it comes to
roles or projects?

I don’t have a checklist but yes I do have a
lot of things in my mind. Whenever I see a

film or a show, I do think that I want
try something like this.
� Is there a change that you want

to see in the industry?
Not really. I am working

and I am grateful that I am get-
ting opportunities. Currently

my focus is on to do good
work and not repeat any-
thing. This is my learning
phase and I am working
on myself and my skills. 
� What are your
upcoming projects?

I am shooting for
something. I don’t
know when it will be
out but yes there’s
something coming out
soon.
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She is known for her wide range of roles in TV
shows like Swabhimaan and Kahani Ghar Ghar

Ki to film roles with top notch directors with 
different cinema styles. The actor speaks with
Shalini Saksena about her role in her latest

project on Zee Theatre, Agnipankh, how
she ended up in acting and whether
women get bypassed for roles after

a 
cer-
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So what categorises food as a super-
food? The whole idea of superfoods
is a little vague. I have a simple defi-
nition/way for them. But first, we
need to understand why we need to

include them in our diet.
I believe and always have that when you

begin putting the right food on the plate (by
right food, I mean food that does something
good for you), then calories take care of
themselves, and your weight issues get tack-
led on their own. 

So when you think nutrition and not
weight loss — you get both. Whereas when
you think just weight loss, then you know
what happens right? You lose some and then
gain that back and more! So no good comes
out of it.

This is where superfoods come in. The
truth is that we are in general overfed, but
our diet is completely inadequate.
Superfoods help fill that gap. Even though
there is no agreed definition and very often
it is simply used as a marketing term, and
misused, but still, it is not that difficult to
identify the actual superfoods. They must
meet certain conditions.

So what are superfoods? These foods
deliver concentrated — extra-large doses of
vitamins and minerals — nutrients and
antioxidant that are good for you. Now every
food has some goodness inherent in it, but
some foods deliver them en masse, in loads.
They are so nutrient dense, that they are
almost like a medication, a supplement. But
of course far better. Once you have identified
them, the next step is the draw the best out
of them. This book is an attempt to help you
do that easily. Sharing an excerpt from the
chapter:

������
When my mother is staying with us, the

menu automatically changes for the better.
Suddenly, all the healthy, forgotten dishes
start getting cooked. The regular dishes —
dal chawal and those same two or three sub-
zis cooked by rotation get replaced by inter-
esting, super-healthy, and sometimes slightly
unusual dishes. And the best news is that
radish (mooli) makes an appearance on our
plates more often. For example, mooli ka
parantha wolfed down with dhania-amla-
mint chutney and beaten curd, and my
childhood favourite mooli bhurjee with the
leaves, relished with missi roti… and more
such dishes. I don’t know anyone else (like
my mom) who can eat radishes with so
much joy! She loves them! And thankfully
that seems to have passed on to me too.
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A winter staple, radish is very good for

us. This slightly bitter root is amazingly low
in calories (100 gm of radish gives less than

20 calories), is loaded with vitamin
C, and is rich in folate, Vitamin B6,
riboflavin, thiamin and minerals like
iron, magnesium and copper. 
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Radish is high in roughage, con-

tains a lot of water, and is low on the
glycemic index too (keeps blood sugar sta-
ble), so it is a great food even for those who
are watching their weight or sugar levels. 
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Radish is a great source of anthocyanins,

a type of antioxidant that is great for our
heart and displays anti-cance and anto-
inflamatory properties. In fact, the folic acid,
vitamin C and anthocyanins in radish make
it a very effective cancer-fighting food.
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Eating radishes regularly keeps choles-

terol levels in check, and the potassium in it
keeps blood pressure low. 
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Radish is fabulous for winter months as

it naturally decreases the congestion of the
respiratory system, cuts the irritation of the
nose, throat and windpipe, and decongests
the lungs — symptoms that accompany fre-
quent colds, infections, allergies and other
causes common during these months.

So, a mooli parantha or a radish salad,
when in season, is undoubtedly a no-brainer
to keep winter ailments in check.

��
�
����������
��
Why radish leaves, you ask? That’s

because the leaves are even more nutrient-
dense than the radish. They deliver lots of
iron, which helps cut fatigue, prevent
anaemia and boost the haemoglobin level.
They are a good source of vitamin C (as
much as six times more per serving than the
radish itself), which boosts immunity big
time and delivers some vitamin A, thiamine
(vitamin B1), pyridoxin (vitamin B6), folic
acid (vitamin B9), calcium and the hard-to-
find phosphorous. In fact, the high level of
potassium, iron, vitamin C and dietary fab-
ric found in radish greens help strengthen
the heart and keep our cholesterol levels
sorted.
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Radish greens display an impressive

antioxidant capacity too, ranking right up
there with other big shots like broccoli and
kale. This means they can help fight against
oxidative stress and chronic diseases in the
body. They, in fact, have some unique
antioxidants called sulforaphane indoles and
anthocyanins, which are known for their
cancer-prevention abilities. Having enough

antioxidants in the
diet is actually great news

for our skin too, as they help
the skin to stay young and also
reduce the appearance of blem-
ishes and scars.
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The best news though is that

radish leaves are a natural diuretic —
perfect for those who suffer from water
retention and feel bloated all the time. The
vitamin B6 in them even helps dissolve kid-
ney stones and improves liver function.
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These leaves also demonstrate strong lax-

ative properties as they stimulate peristaltic
motion and prevent a number of gastroin-
testinal problems. Thus, they naturally help
ease constipation and a bloated stomach, and
keep our gut smiling by improving its nutri-
ent-absorption efficiency.
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The radish is high in fibre (100 gm radish

gives a whopping 4 gm fibre), so it helps you
feel-and-stay full for longer. This will help
you keep a check on your cravings between
meals and curb over-eating. It is high in fibre
and has a low glycemic index, so it’s a fabu-
lous food for diabetics too and helps keep
blood sugar level under control.

�����
���
����
���������
Make one radish part of your salad

every day. In fact, if you need some crunch
in your salads but want to keep it healthy,
add radishes instead of croutons. Cook
mooli subzi, or use radishes to make sambar
and chutney like they do in the southern
part of our country. You can even pickle and

eat them with your regular meals, or roast
them with garlic and add to pastas, sand-
wiches and salads.

Try this salad: In a salad bowl, combine
sliced radishes and cucumbers, and chopped
green onions. To make the dressing, whisk
together equal parts yoghurt, sour cream,
chopped garlic, a little bit of olive oil, and salt
and pepper to taste in a mixing bowl. Add the

dressing to the salad; mix well, chill and
enjoy.

Also never throw the leaves —
cook them with some radish (or carrot)

pieces in mustard oil with just salt, asafoetida,
carom seeds, ginger and green chillies. You
can also add them to salads, sandwiches and
dals. You can even make a side dish by just
wilting them and adding some butter and
lemon juice, or mix them up with potatoes
and onions and make a nice soup. 

Or try a radish green pesto (my
favourite): Mix some radish leaves with fresh-
ly grated parmesan cheese, garlic, olive oil,
almonds and walnuts (or sunflower seeds).
Spread over a cracker or a toast and have it.

The peppery, earthy taste of radish and its
leaves takes a little getting used to, but it’s
totally worth the benefits.

�
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The benefits of eating radish include:
● Acting as a natural detox 
● Keeping your blood pressure tamed 
● Easing constipation and a bloated stomach 
● Reducing blemishes and scars 
● Preventing winter congestion 

Fun Fact: Radish was so highly regarded
in ancient Greece that its gold replicas were
presented to their god, Apollo!

Excerpted with permission from Fix it with
Food by Kavita Devgan, Rupa, �295 

DISH UP THE

RADISHRADISH

���������������������������������		
 ��
� !"# ��$!%  ��������&��&'��������(���
��������)*���������������	�����������*��'��������
��*��(�����������	������*�*��(��������������
�����������������&���������	�������+�"���������������
�''��������,������������������'��������������*��������
��*���������������*���������*������������'����
��*�����'����������������+� ����������)���*�-


����E�#���7�#��5��#������!��������53
&�;��&����#�5$7�$5�+��������8������7!���7��:�
�>>!5�#�!>�����7�558�!��������>��787��



������
��	�
���

�������	
���
�������������������������

!9::�!!<9��.�;.����
-��

!;:	
��%�!.;�!	�	�	(*�(;�1
8�
(����;%���
���((�%�.�
:��
��

�;(�&9!(�(
8��<%;1�	(
M�:
%%	��9���%�;;�

There is no circumventing the
fact that this year has been
quite taxing upon the human

experience of being alive — a pan-
demic, natural disasters, worsening
geopolitical feuds and mass unem-
ployment do not a pleasant year
make, by any means. While it is
understandable to be caught up in
all of this; perhaps we should also
be cognizant of the fact that this
year has been incredibly strenuous
upon the natural world, too — and
the animals that live in it. 

Indeed, it has only been
around seven months since the
deadly Australian fires, the largest
of their kind — killed over half a
billion animals, and caused histori-
cal damage in their wake. It may
feel like eternities ago that the blaz-
ing pyres blackened out the skies
and brightened headlines; but the
reality is that fires follow a simple,
almost rudimentary path of
destruction, one that can be under-
stood. The human arbitrations
involved in perpetuating a cultural
system of violence towards animals
however, is anything but simple;
and it is only fitting that it is
addressed on World Animal Day,
celebrated around the world annu-
ally on 4th October.

At the heart of this culture lies
a clear issue — that of what ani-
mals are classified as vermin or
not, which subsequently decides
the level of legal violence that is not
only normalised, but also deeply
affects the cultural perception of
said animal. We are all aware of the
horrifying death of Saumya, the
elephant; and while the anger and
backlash is welcome; the aspect of
the story that goes under discussed
is that the explosive fruit was des-
tined for another animal — and
the sympathy comes from the acci-
dent, as well as the favourable per-
ception of elephants. Had that
explosive snared pineapple made
its way to a wild boar’s mouth, it
would be not be a story — for such
methods of ‘dealing’ with vermin
are ‘acceptable’ and occur every
day.

Vermin animals are dealt with

in exceedingly inhumane ways
across the world — mass culling,
live burials (such as rabbits in
Australia) and of course, food traps
are some of the more widely prac-
ticed ways. In India, The
Prevention of Cruelty to Animals
Act applies to all animals; but there
is a catch — the vermin exception
to animals protected under the
Indian Wildlife Act allows for a
glaring oversight that feeds this
cycle of violence. To be clear, these
animals do cause tangible and
material damage to businesses,
especially farmers; but just because
they are deemed as economically
useless doesn’t mean they deserve
to be exterminated in abhorrent
ways. 

While not a perfect compari-
son by any means (for a multitude
of factors don’t translate directly),
but think of us humans for a
moment — do we view fellow peo-
ple in society that are unable to
contribute economically in such a
reductionist view? Do we value life
only if it manages to materially
provide us with something? And
— forget value — do we set out to
destroy economically ‘unfeasible’
lives because of this very drive?

The truth is that the issue
deserves deep examination which
must be followed by reform. As
things stand, under Section 62 of

the Wildlife Protection Act, 1972,
states can provide a list of wild ani-
mals to the Centre requesting it to
declare them vermin for selective
slaughter — meaning there is no
consensus even, on what is classi-
fied as vermin. Nilgai and wild
boars are considered vermin in
Bihar and even some parts of
Rajasthan, and in 2016 Rhesus
Macaques were given vermin status
in Himachal Pradesh, for the third
time. Not only does this highlight
the degree arbitration — for
Macaques exist in Rajasthan in
healthy populations too, and are
almost marketed as a part of some
cities’ (Jaipur, Jodhpur) intrinsic
charm; but it also gives way to a
window of sustained cruelty that is
hard to ever close again.

The issue of vermin animals
versus farmer’s produce CAN be
solved through policy change and
investment in innovative and
humane methods, of which there
exist many — sterilisation pro-
grams, visual markers to drive
away crop invasion (think scare-
crows but with tact and science
behind it) and so forth. If we aren’t
even willing to start the discourse
of scientific and financial invest-
ment towards ways of optimally
managing wildlife, then we contin-
ue to fuel this almost primal
instinct to harm other living beings
in horrifying ways, driven by eco-
nomic motives.

As long as people are legally
free to kill animals under the arbi-
trary umbrella of ‘pests’ and ‘ver-
min’, countless animals will die
horrific deaths like Saumya’s on a
daily basis, and will continue to do
so in the distant future. Perhaps
these deaths won’t go ‘viral’ —
indeed, thousands don’t, but death
descends upon these creatures the
same. And unlike in the case of the
all-consuming, simple fire, there
exists no rhyme, no reason and no
way to extinguish human whimsy.

The writer is the Executive
Director of the Federation of Indian

Animal Protection Organisations
(FIAPO), India’s apex animal pro-

tection organisations

Over the past two months, the
team at Sustain Labs has
been pouring over the finan-
cial reports of over 200 com-
panies in India so as to find

India’s most sustainable companies. In
doing so we found that 43.8% companies
have reported losses in Q1 of FY 2020-
21 — the first quarter of the current
financial year corresponds to the period
of the meteoric spread of the Coronavirus
from 2,280 cases on April 1 to 2,20,546
cases on June 30 in India. In fact sever-
al Indian companies who were profitable
in Q4 2019-20 have now reported loss-
es in Q1 2020-21. 

While the pandemic has evidently
rubbed off on the economy, the result-
ing financial losses incurred by compa-
nies then pushed down their CSR spend-
ing. 

The amendment notified in the
Companies Act, 2013 requires companies
with a net worth of INR 5 billion or more,
or an annual turnover of INR 10 billion
or more, or net profit of INR 50 million
or more, to spend 2 percent of their aver-
age net profits of three years on CSR. 

This means that CSR might be least
effective at a time now when private sec-
tor contribution to society is needed the
most. This is an example of why corpo-
rates need to contribute to society, in
ways that go beyond CSR. 

One way to do so is via building
robust public private partnerships in
India. For this, there is first a dire need
to build state capacity to be able to struc-
ture such viable partnerships. There is a
dearth of technical skills to do so.
Further, culture of simply seeking CSR
funds from companies is so embedded in
the system that often there is hardly any
effort made by the government to part-
ner with the private sector in a way that
is mutually conducive for both parties. 

Apathy to the private sector also
lends itself to the way government, soci-
ety, and private sector are not able to suc-
cessfully work together. For example dur-
ing the early stages of the spread of the
pandemic, the Brihanmumbai Municipal
Corporation forcibly took over a 22
storey building in DB Realty’s One
Mahalaxmi project to quarantine high-
risk people who came in contact with
COVID-19 patients under the provisions
of Epidemic Diseases Act 1897. 

There were more instances of assets
being forcefully taken from the private
sector for the government’s COVID
relief work. This coercion was unneces-
sary if a policy had been established by
the government to offer credit TDR equal

in value to that of the property they tem-
porarily hand over for the centres, for the
subsequent project developed by the
builder. 

Such a public private partnership
would incentivise the builder to give up
his property now to the government free
of cost, and also incentivise him to kick-
start economic activity sooner by devel-
oping his next project. This policy pro-
posal was part of a plan I had drafted to
transform vacant buildings in to tempo-
rary COVID hospitals, and submitted to
the Prime Minister’s Office, clearly to no
avail. 

Later, a member of the local govern-
ment in Delhi told me that this was too

difficult a route when it is easier to coerce
private hotels to give up their banquet
halls for the purpose. I am sure there are
several more ways to structure partner-
ships between the government and the
private sector, but for which a pre-req-
uisite is a desire of all parties to work on
mutually beneficial and respectful terms.

Further, both the government and the
private sector needs to learn to work bet-
ter in partnership with universities in
India. Many innovations for resource effi-
ciency and smart ways of structuring
public private partnerships come from a
vastly under utilised set of people who
are on the cusp of practice and research.
These innovations indeed need the sup-

port of the private sector and the govern-
ment for implementation, and so are sim-
ply perceived as commercial vendors by
those holding public office. 

In my experience, even when a pri-
vate sector company and a research
institution has come together to offer a
state government the funds as well as a
viable innovative solution that has already
been tried and tested elsewhere to pro-
vide COVID recovery facilities to
patients, it is likely to fall on deaf ears.
It requires immense effort to get the gov-
ernment to implement a proven innov-
ative idea even when it is fully funded.
It is baffling how difficult it is to help the
government.

So far CSR contributions are per-
ceived by the government and the pub-
lic as the primary means for corporations
to contribute to the benefit of society. If
CSR is complimented by the government,
private sector, and society, working
together in partnership mode all year
round in ways that are mutually benefi-
cial to all parties, then we can hope for
the private sector contribution to soci-
ety to be more sustainable. 

The writer is CEO of Sustain Labs
and Adjunct Professor at SciencesPo

Paris. She is also a columnist and
author of the 2019 bestseller Indian
Instincts — essays on freedom and

equality in India
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In December 2012 and early

2013, when Nirbhaya’s gan-
grape and murder galvanised a
nationwide protest and forced
the slumbering political class
for action, the nation exuded
confidence that the promised
stringent legislation will instil
fear in the minds of potential
sexual predators. Seven years
later, however, the National
Crime Records Bureau data —
year 2019 saw 32,033 cases of
rape, about 34 per cent jump
from 2012 — on sexual assault
cases and the recent Hathras
and Balrampur rapes have
dashed that hope. It has now
dawned on the masses that
more battles lie ahead in the
war against the rape culture.

Although, violence against
women is as old as human civil-
isation, and has existed in all
societies, albeit with varied
degrees, it is a blot on our mod-
ern democratic system whose
founding fathers tried to infuse
scientific temper in the people.
Also, there is characteristic dis-
tinction in the sexual assault
cases in the urban and rural set-
up. While rapes in urban areas
are mostly sexual crimes against
women, in rural areas where
there in no constant influx of
population, rape is used as a
weapon to perpetuate the inhu-
man hierarchy of class and
caste, and sometimes religion.
A case in point is the 2016 Jat
quota agitation, when the afflu-
ent agrarian community mem-
bers dragged Dalit women out
of their houses and raped them.

Dalits are vulnerable to
caste-based discrimination at
the hands of OBC and the
upper caste communities in
impoverished rural India.
Moreover, Dalit women’s finan-
cial and social vulnerability
further instigates caste preda-
tors to assault them sexually

with impunity.
However, tragically only a

few rape cases get wider atten-
tion from the political class.
Although no information is
hidden from the public in the
age of diverse media platforms,
all sexual assaults don’t get the
same level of response from the
public, the media and political
parties. It is a systemic malady.
There is a certain amount of
skepticism about the commit-
ment of the political class
towards making the environ-
ment safe for women. While,

public outrage against widely
publicised ghastly rapes is gen-
uine, most politicians weigh
pros and cons before even pay-
ing lip service. Their hypocrisy
is an open secret. Either they
shed crocodile tears or out-
rightly blame the victims of
rape. We have some infamous
quotes on rape: Then
Samajwadi Party supremo
Mulayam Singh Yadav said,
“Boys will be boys, they com-
mit mistakes” and his party
leader Abu Azmi said, “If a
woman is caught (in a rape

case), then both she and the
boy should be punished”. 

Protest against rape is an
expedient platform for political
parties, particularly those in the
Opposition, and is also an
agent of change of a govern-
ment as was seen in 2013 when
Nirbhaya’s case proved to be the
last nail in the Congress’ coffin
in Delhi. The brutal Hathras
incident has the same potential,
and, therefore, there is a com-
pulsive urge for political
tourism to Hathras. Their pur-
ported aim is to lay bare secrets

surrounding the tragic incident.
However, courtesy the media,
the truth, suppressed till now by
the district administration, has
already come to the fore.  

It is interesting to analyse
why certain political parties
have been hell-bent on reach-
ing the village to meet the fam-
ily members of the Hathras vic-
tim, while a similar ghastly
rape-murder in Balrampur has
not evoked similar reactions
from those parties. In fact, all
protests don’t give political
dividends, and therefore the

discrimination. Though vic-
tims in both Hathras and
Balrampur are Dalit women,
the rapist-murders’ identities
are different in the two cases.
The Hathras accused are men
from upper caste, a politically
divided community not con-
sidered the solid vote bank by
the political Opposition; but
Balarampur accused are men
from another religion, which
are their traditional vote bank.
This dreadful revelation is an
eye-opener for the uninitiated
to the fact that most political

parties are not committed to
hitting at the root cause of the
societal malady if their efforts
are not politically beneficial. 

When politics feeds on such
terrible crimes, the rot in the
criminal justice system has a
long life. Every now and then,
India witnesses paroxysms of
public outrage against sexual
assault cases, but the protest dies
down after some time as new
events hog public attention. If
the pressure is mounted, we see
“instant justice” as seen on
November 6, 2019 in
Hyderabad when all rape-mur-
der accused were shot dead in
an encounter with the police.
That was a tragic incident for
democratic India as many
cheered the encounter deaths
and saw it as an epitome of a
parallel justice delivery system
for the fallen daughters of India.

For this systemic rot, the
blame goes to the political
establishment and political par-
ties who make officials scape-
goats when no solution is
immediately visible. However,
at the same time, it must be
realised that legislation against
sexual assaults is not a silver
bullet. Laws don’t shape the
social system and the caste-
based hierarchy in rural India.
Laws which are divorced from
the social demands and desires
will always be in conflict with
the social set-up. 

Caste is in the DNA of
India and parties doing caste
politics do everything to exploit
caste dynamics in every aspect
of life, especially in villages.
Therefore, any social tension
that builds on the caste dynam-
ics yields dividends for such
parties. 

(The writer is Associate
Editor & News Editor, The
Pioneer)
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The renewed conflict

between Azerbaijan and
Armenia, the two former Soviet
republics, heralds a new era of
tension in the Caucasus region.
This war is an absolute viola-
tion of the ceasefire agree-
ment signed by the Presidents
of Azerbaijan and Armenia in
October 2017 under the aus-
pices of the Minsk Group in
Geneva. The Minsk Group is a
mediation group created by the
Organization for Security and
Cooperation in Europe (OSCE)
to settle conflict by exploring all
possible avenues in this two
neighbouring nations. It is
widely believed that the current
hostilities point towards a total
breakdown of the mediation
efforts, increased militarisa-
tion by both the parties and
finally, a failure of the interna-
tional organisations to offer a
plausible framework for settle-
ment of the dispute.

The root of the war
between these two countries is
a self-declared region called
“Nagorno-Karabakh”, which is
claimed as part of their sover-
eign territories. Nagorno or
Nagorno-Karabakh is the mod-
ern name of an area located in
the Southern Caucasus region.
The word “Karabakh” comes
from the Turkish and Persian
which means “Black Garden”. It
dates back to Georgian and
Persian sources from the 13th
and 14th centuries. It refers to
an Armenian principality called
as Artsakh or Khatchenby the
modern chroniclers.

This conflict dates back to
nearly a century of recent polit-
ical developments in the erst-
while USSR. In the 1920s, the
then Soviet Government under
Lenin established the Nagorno-
Karabakh Autonomous Region
(NKAR) within Azerbaijan.
The NKAR consisted of 95 per
cent ethnic Armenian popula-
tion. Under the Soviet
Bolshevik regime, the sim-
mering tension between
Azerbaijan and Armenia were
kept under check by the pow-
erful Russian Army. But the
gradual collapse of the
Communist regime of the
USSR in the 1990s led to the
rise of differences between

these two bordering republics.
In fact by 1988, the NKAR
Legislature passed a historic
resolution to join Armenia,
knowing full well that the
region is physically located
within Azerbaijan. Those were
the days, the world was about
to witness the imminent fall of
an order created by Lenin way
back in 1917. And it all came
with full chaos, confusion and
reversal of the global power cal-
culus. As tensions rose on both
sides of the border in Armenia
and Azerbaijan, Sumgait
pogrom (1988), Baku pogrom
(1990) and Khojaly Massacre
(1992) took place, sending
shock waves across the world.
On December 31, 1991, the
USSR was formally on the way
to dissolution, and the
autonomous region declared
independence from Azerbaijan
on January 6, 1992, inviting
immediate trouble from both
Armenia and Azerbaijan. The
first war that took place
between Azerbaijan and
Armenia from 1988-94 saw the
death of more than 30,000
people and the displacement of
an estimated one million peo-
ple. The NKAR has been tra-
ditionally inhabited by ethnic
Christian Armenians and
Muslim Turks. The biggest
irony is that though Armenia
fully backs the NKAR, it has
never ever officially recognised
the status of the region.

On the ground, what is
happening is the death of hun-
dreds of soldiers and civilians
on both sides. The rival armies
are accusing each other of
shelling across the Line of
Control, separating forces in
the contested Nagorno-
Karabakh region. Interestingly,
the enclave is officially a part of
Azerbaijan, but governed by
ethnic Armenians so far.

What Azerbaijan people
feel is that Armenia is simply
obstructing peace in the region.
Thus, many of them are urging
Armenia to vacate their land as
early as possible. In addition to
the Nagorno area, it is believed
that Armenia has so far occu-
pied seven more cities of
Azerbaijan. What goes around
in Azerbaijan is that Karabakh

is an integral part of it.
However, Armenia does not
accept it. The allegations of
occupation leveled against
Armenia are thought to be a
massive media campaign by
Azerbaijan to malign its glob-
al image.

There is every possibility
that this Nagorno-Karabakh
tinderbox might lead to a larg-
er war, involving major powers
such as Turkey, France and
Russia. Meanwhile French
President Emmanuel Macron
warned Turkey of sending war-
like signals to Armenia.
Macron is promising more
support to Armenia. In the
beginning of this week, he
aired his view: “I say to
Armenia and to the
Armenians, France will play its
role.” This clearly indicates that

in case of a full-blown war,
France will play a decisive role.
It must be noted here that hun-
dreds of thousands of French
people are of Armenian
descent. On the other hand,
Turkish President Recep Tayyip
Erdogan is fully ready to help
Azerbaijan recover the enclave.
In fact, Turkey is an ally of
Azerbaijan and closed its bor-
der with Armenia in 1993 in
solidarity with the NKAR,
when the first set of conflicts
broke out between the two
nations from 1988-1994.

In fact, Russia’s role is very
complex in the conflict. It plays
diverse, but at times takes con-
tradictory positions.
Interestingly, Moscow offers
Armenia with security guaran-
tees through established bilat-
eral ties and Collective Security

Treaty Organizations. But this
does not extend to the current
combat zone of the NKAR
which is globally recognised as
a part of Azerbaijan. Further,
Russia supplies weapons to
both the countries and also the
co-chair of the Minsk Group.
For now, Moscow has called for
a ceasefire, but unlike the pre-
vious clashes that took place
between these two former
republics, Putin regime is yet to
call for a high-level meeting
between the high profile politi-
co-military leaders of the war-
ring nations.

The UNSC urgent meet on
Nagorno-Karabakh this week
has strongly condemned the
use of force. The members of
the UNSC have backed
Secretary General Antonio
Guterres’ call to stop the fight-

ing, deescalate tensions and
resume talks between
Azerbaijan and Armenia with-
out delay. Earlier the leaders
from both the nations brushed
off peace talks and accused
each other of blocking negoti-
ations at the moment.
Azerbaijan President Ilham
Aliyev has made it clear that
Baku is committed to negoti-
ating a resolution but Armenia
is obstructing the entire
process. As Armenia publicly
declares Nagorno Karabakh as
its integral part, how could
there be a discussion on the
issue, Aliyev complaints. He
has also reminded the inter-
national community that as per
the principles brokered by the
Minsk Group, “territories
around the former Nagorno-
Karabakh Autonomous Region

should be transferred to
Azerbaijan”. Further Aliyev
contends that if Armenian
Prime Minister Nikol
Pashinyan claims that
“Karabakh is Armenia and
that we should negotiate with
the so-called puppet regime of
Nagorno-Karabakh, he is try-
ing to break the format of
negotiations that existed for 20
years”. If this is the background,
undoubtedly, Armenia’s claim
over the NKAR is highly con-
tested. But Yerevan has entire-
ly different claim on the dis-
puted enclave that leaves no
place for Baku to claim and
fight for ever. But Pashinyan
clearly stated that when fierce
military fights are on, there is
no question of negotiation or
talks. It is good that he is
vying for a compromise instead
of a military solution. But he
wanted an immediate end of
aggression on the part of
Azerbaijan towards both
NKAR and Armenia. He then
says, “We all perceive this as an
existential threat to our nation,
we basically perceive it as a war
that was declared to the
Armenian people and our peo-
ple are now simply forced to
use the right for self-defence.”
This demonstrates where the
war is heading to. Even the
Azerbaijan President has
vowed to fight on until
Armenian forces leave the dis-
puted territory.

Considering the ground
realities, the war seems to be
dragging for a longer period.
How France plays its part will
certainly make a huge differ-
ence in the current scenario. It’s
time for Yerevan and Baku to
look for pragmatic solutions
instead of counting which
world power is on their side.
Both need to understand that
they can’t change their borders
unless in case of a natural dis-
aster or an all out war to change
the status of the NKAR. Beyond
the Minsk Group initiatives, the
UN must work out a frame-
work under which both the
warring parties and the NKAR
representatives could meet. 

(The writer is an expert on
international affairs)
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The ongoing pandemic, has vindi-
cated beyond doubt, the relevance
of ancient India’s concept of

“Vasudhaiva kutumbakam”. The import
of this phrase is that wellness of the
whole world is a precondition to secure
individual wellbeing. For, the manifest
world, with all its enormity and diversi-
ty, is at the core level a unified organism,
where no individual has a reality, inde-
pendent of the whole. In fact, all exis-
tences are set into an interdependent
structure, in a way that collective efforts
of all carry on the life cycle. 

The concept has been beautifully
explained in Kathopanishada through the
imagery of an inverted Asvat tree
(Banyan tree). With root of the tree
assigned to unseen dimension of the cos-
mos, it has its trunk, branches, and twigs
with all the leaves thereon turned down-
wards, symbolising the manifest world.
Without the root, there will be no tree.
Here again, if any component of the tree
is ever separated from the main body, it
will turn lifeless. They carry meaning till
they remain an integral part of the main
tree. Of late, even the science fraternity
affirms this view. Paul Davies, an
Australian Physicist says: “For a naïve

realist, the world is a collection of
objects. For a quantum physicist, it is an
inseparable web of an vibrating energy
patterns, where no individual component
has a reality independent of the entirety,
included in that entirety is the observer.”

In such an integrated framework,
the wrong doing or irresponsible con-
duct of even a few could unsettle the
whole world. See, how the virus that
erupted in Wuhan state of China
because of irresponsible conduct of a
few has engulfed the whole world. It has
spared none. Almost 1 million people
are dead by now. That makes it incum-
bent upon us to be conscious about our
collective obligations and conduct
responsibly. We all have to ensure well-
being of our collective existence. What
plays a spoiler in the whole game plan in
this human dominated world is that
every being is born unique. Each carries
varying desire and mind-trends, and all
are driven by individualistic sense of
ego. See, how varying perceptions of
those at the head of nations have failed
to arrive at the consensus necessary to
combat the pandemic. Truth, however,
remains that whether we like it or not,
we have no choice than to be in accord

with each other to secure our healthy
existence. The same model will work at
the level of nations as well as in our uni-
tary family setup.

Coming down to family life, all mar-
ried couple are unique, each carrying
varying attributes and vulnerabilities. To
ensure a harmonious life, they need to
be conscious about their collective oblig-
ations, which helps them being in
accord, overriding their limitations.
They then will care for each other’s con-
cerns and sensibilities. The paradox,
however, is that more often caught up in
their own aspirational urges, egotistical
whims and fancies, the couple forget
about their collective obligations. They
then try to impose their will on the
other, which often leads to dispute.

A feuding couple after being coun-
selled, work upon themselves and then
live in peace for a while thereafter. Their
old habits again overtake their mind,
when they begin fighting on trivial
issues. After a while, when sense of rea-
son dawns on them, they again come for
counselling. Let us look at their habit
tendencies.

Both husband and wife are basically
well meaning people, coming as it may
as benevolent Jupiter having its imprint

on their lagna sign. But husband’s lagna
being Aries, with its lord Mars placed
adverse to mind indicating Moon,
makes him aggressive, impulsive, irrita-
ble. He wishes to live in a demanding
mode. Moon being in emotive sign
Cancer and placed adverse to Venus
makes him too much touchy and sensi-
tive, who gets overexercised even on
trivial issues. The sun placed adverse to
Saturn, brings in a sense of insecurity. In
case of wife, Mars conjunct Mercury,
both placed adverse to Saturn, makes
her restless. That doesn’t allow space to
objectively look at the issues in hand,
and she gets into fighting mode. If that
would not be enough, Moon placed in
Virgo sign is conjunct headless Ketu.
That instils a sense of “I am the only
right person syndrome’ which makes her
blame others for all the wrong happen-
ing. And the result is there to see.
Should they invoke their Jupiterian
influence in right earnest, they may be
able to relate well, overlooking their
individual weaknesses. Their life may
then turn into a pleasant experience.
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