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President Donald Trump
vowed on Thursday not to

participate in next week’s
debate with Democratic nom-
inee Joe Biden after organisers
announced that it will take
place virtually because of the
President’s diagnosis of Covid.

“I’m not going to do a vir-
tual debate” with Biden, Trump
told Fox News, moments after
the Commission on
Presidential Debates
announced the changes due to

Trump’s diagnosis.
That cast serious doubts on

whether the event will go for-
ward, even as Biden’s cam-
paign vowed that its candidate
will participate.

“Biden looks forward to
speaking directly to the
American people,” deputy
Biden campaign manager Kate
Bedingfield said in a state-
ment. It is more evidence that
the race remains defined by the
virus, even as Trump has
attempted to underplay it.

Continued on Page 2
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The Supreme Court on
Thursday said freedom of

speech and expression is the
“most abused right” in recent
times. A bench headed by
Chief Justice SA Bobde, which
was hearing pleas of Jamiat
Ulama-e-Hind and others
alleging that a section of media
was spreading communal
hatred over Tablighi Jamaat
congregation during the onset
of Covid pandemic, pulled up
the Centre for its “evasive” and
“brazen” affidavit on the issue.

“Freedom of speech and
expression is the most abused
right in recent times,” the apex
court said.

The bench observed this
when senior advocate Dushyant

Dave, appearing for Jamaat,
said the Centre in its affidavit
has stated that petitioners are

trying to muzzle freedom of
speech and expression. 

To this, the bench said,

“They are free to make any
averment in their affidavit, like
you are free to make any argu-
ment you want”.    

The bench was irked over
the fact that instead of secretary
of the Information and
Broadcasting Ministry, an addi-
tional secretary filed the affi-
davit which contained “unnec-
essary” and “nonsensical” aver-
ments with regard to media
reporting in Tablighi issue.

“You cannot treat this court
the way you are doing in this
case,” said the bench, also com-
prising Justices A S Bopanna
and V Ramasubramanian.

The apex court sought an
affidavit from the I&B secretary
with details of steps taken in the
past to stop motivated media
reporting in such cases. 
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Ahead of forthcoming
Assembly elections in

Bengal, BJP leaders on
Thursday engaged in a pitched
battle with State police that led
to over hundred injuries and
multiple arrests, including
those of senior saffron leaders.

In what the critics termed
a well thought out tactic to pro-
voke and trigger Chief Minister
Mamata Banerjee into frontal
street fights, the Yuva Morcha
— the youth arm of the Bengal
BJP — led a four-pronged
march to Nabanna, the State
Secretariat, from four points of
Kolkata and Howrah.

Though State BJP president
Dilip Ghosh and Yuva Morcha
national president Tejaswi
Surya claimed, the “police

launched an unprovoked 
lathcharge on democratically
peaceful protesters leading to
more than 100 injuries,” the
clashes evidently erupted when
the crowds tried to force their
way to Nabanna after being
blockaded away by the admin-
istration at various junctions.

Subsequently, the police
said 113 people were arrested
during the march. The BJP,
however, said about 500 people,
including senior leader Kailash
Vijayvargiya, were arrested. 

Among the arrested per-
sons was one Balwinder Singh,
a BJP worker who was carrying
a gun, police said. Dilip Ghosh,
however, said Singh was a per-
sonal security guard of a BJP
State committee member who
had a licensed gun.

The Assembly polls are
likely to be held in April-May
explaining the gradual hotting
up of the political situation.

The Thursday’s commo-
tion started when stones were
pelted at the police at Hastings
area in southern Kolkata and
Santragachi and Howrah

Maidan where bombs were
exploded leading the police to
fire tear gas shells and lath-
icharge the crowds, sources
said. 

Water cannons spraying
coloured water — subsequent-
ly interpreted by State Chief
Secretary Alapan
Bandopadhyay as “water mixed

with holi colours to identify the
protesters for further action
post dispersal” — were too
used on the crowd.

Continued on Page 2
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Union Minister for Civil
Aviation Hardeep Singh

Puri on Thursday said Airlines
may be permitted to operate
maximum 75 per cent of their
pre-Covid scheduled domestic
flights if the passengers
remained healthy during the
next 7-10 days. 

The Minister also said the
future of international flights
will depend on the availability
of a vaccine.

“Our internal thinking is
that we will watch it for anoth-
er week or 10 days....If the fig-
ures (of passengers travelling)
continue to be healthy, we
would open domestic civil avi-
ation to 75 per cent of the pre-
Covid levels,” Puri said at a
Press conference on Thursday. 

The Minister said accord-
ing to his assessment, the num-
ber of daily air passengers is set
to rise up to 200,000 by
October-end, while pre-Covid
figures of 300,000 passengers
per day will be reached
between Diwali and New Year.

The Government on
September 2 had said Indian
airlines can operate up to 60
per cent of their pre-Covid ser-
vices within the country. On
June 26, the Ministry of Civil
Aviation had allowed the air-
lines to operate a maximum of
45 per cent of their pre-Covid
domestic flights.

Projecting a positive fore-
cast for India’s civil aviation sec-
tor, Puri said with more than
1.5 lakh passengers travelling
by air today and 1.2 crore
domestic passengers since May
25, Indian skies can expect air
travel numbers to reach pre-
Covid numbers by January 1,
2021.

Puri also said the Indian
Government has formalised
air bubble arrangements with
16 countries - USA, Canada,
France, Germany, UK,
Maldives, UAE, Qatar,
Afghanistan, Bahrain, Japan,
Nigeria, Kenya, Iraq, Bhutan
and Oman - while it is in dis-

cussions with Italy, Bangladesh,
Kazakhstan, Ukraine and oth-
ers for similar arrangements. 

Air bubbles or travel cor-
ridors allow designated air-
lines of two nations to fly pas-
sengers either way without any
restriction.

On whether travel bubble
arrangements will continue till
March-April, the Minister said,
“It is difficult to say as there is
no country which has com-
pletely opened its borders for
all. It depends on the avail-
ability of a vaccine as countries
will feel more confident once a
vaccine is there.” Regular inter-
national passenger flight ser-
vices have been suspended till
October 31. 

The Minister hinted that
this suspension is likely to be
in place till March-April.

“There are basically three
issues to consider before
resuming regular internation-
al flights. One, resuming
domestic connectivity con-
necting bigger cities to small-
er town, which we have already
done. Second, the nature of the
virus on which I can’t comment
and the third is international
restrictions. Every country
wants their people to return,
but for others there are plenty
of restrictions,” Puri said.

Continued on Page 2
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Outside the grimy world of
politics, anyone who ever

came across Ram Vilas Paswan
will find it difficult to control
his emotion on hearing of his
passing away at a Delhi hospi-
tal on Thursday evening.  His
demise is truly the end of an
era both in Bihar and nation-
al politics.

Seventy-four-year-old
Paswan had undergone heart
surgery on Saturday. His son
Chirag posted this emotive
tweet to announce the passing
away of his father.

“Papa... Now you are not in
this world but I know you are
always with me wherever you
are. Miss you Papa,” read his
post. 

He will be missed not only
by his family but by thousands
of those who would be forev-
er indebted to his kindness and
helpful outreach.

His journey from a small
village in Khagaria to the
Lutyens’ Delhi and from a

near destitute struggler to a
powerful voice of the Dalits in
Indian politics can make a cap-
tivating story. Paswan achieved
more than many in the Indian
politics — an eight-time MP
and  Union Minister for
decades — but his true legacy
will be the memory he leaves
behind of being a thorough
gentleman, a caring guardian,
and someone who respected
and nurtured a personal rela-
tionship like a few did in
today’s cut throat world of
politics.

Paswan trusted people so
much that he discussed with
them even the biggest decision
of his life. I remember him vis-
iting my house in Patna when
he was the Union Telecom
Minister and expressing his
dilemma about continuing in
the Cabinet in the aftermath of
the Gujarat riots. It was on that
day, then and there, he took the
call to walk out of the
Government. 

Which other politician
would have discussed such

massive political decisions 
with a State-level 
correspondent?

Paswan may have all the
guts to pursue a political
career, but when it came to
personal relationships he
would always be there for you.
Unlike the new breed of politi-
cians, who stop taking your
calls the day they become
“something”, he would always
be available for any profes-
sional help or social calls.

Paswan was known for
reading the political climate
more than anyone else. A few
weeks  before the 2014 gener-
al elections, I met him at a
lunch hosted by late member
of Parliament DP Tripathi.
There Paswan hinted to me
about his big step and asked
me to see him the next day.
Till then no one suspected that
Paswan could go back to the
BJP fold once again. 

Somehow the news leaked
out and he left his home and
became traceless to avoid being
approached by the Congress

leaders. Once he made up his
mind he will not let anyone
change it. The rest is history.

“Always remember that
only a dog that hesitates while
crossing the road is run over.
The one who is decisive always
escapes,” was one of his
favourite quotes.

Paswan loved his food. I
forget the name of loads of
fried river fish he would carry
with him in the chopper when
he went campaigning.  It would
be a regular feature of his
lunch. Pakoda was one of his
favourite snacks which I
savoured with him last time I
visited his residence a few
months ago.

As Telecom Minister he
appointed hundreds of his
party men as members of the
telephone advisory committee.
Those were the days when peo-
ple didn’t have mobile and the
landline was such a privilege
for a small-time party worker.
It was in Patna’s Chanakya
hotel that one day I told him
that he should curtail the num-

ber of beneficiaries lest a scan-
dal broke out. He smiled and
said, “These are the people
who carry my flags and toil for
me. I’ve no existence without
them. Why should I not
reward them in whatever way
possible?”

It was this quality — his
ability to care for his workers,
his cadres, his family, his
friends, his near and dear ones
— that made him such a rare
personality in Indian politics. 

The last few times I met
Paswan I could sense he was
aware of the approaching end.
I could see that in his eyes, in
his voice, in his gesture. In his
decision making, he saw it
coming and that’s why he
passed on his party’s mantle to
Chirag.

I last talked to Paswan on
August 1 when he called me in
the evening to tell me about his
decision to link UT of Jammu
& Kashmir, Manipur,
Nagaland and Uttarakhand to
one nation one ration card
scheme. He was so upbeat

about the programme. Where
can one find such a humble
soul who would open up even
on phone with a journalist?

The discussion veered to
Bihar politics, too. He was
clear in his mind that Chirag
should carry on the way he
wants. He told me that some
senior BJP leaders had visited
him to discuss the upcoming
State Assembly elections, but
he had asked them to now do
business with his son. The
man who was described as
“mausam vaigyanik” for his
astute political sense, was sure-
ly aware that time was running
out for him.

There have not been any
elections in Bihar in more
than four decades when
Paswan was not a player on the
ground. Will his death also
impact the outcome of the
Bihar Assembly polls? The
answer to this the million-dol-
lar question would decide who
will be the king and who will
be the kingmaker of Bihar on
November 10.
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After virtually inaugurating
the biggest oxygen pro-

duction plant in Uttar
Pradesh, Chief Minister Yogi
Adityanath said that the plant
was a testimony to the gov-
ernment’s commitment to
bringing industries in the
state and the plant would
ease the oxygen crisis in the
health sector in UP.

“The state’s struggle for
oxygen will now be a thing of
the past. After the installation
of HFNC (high-flow nasal
cannula), the demand for
oxygen has shot up in Covid
hospitals in UP. The new
facility will bridge the gap
between demand and supply.
It is heartening that such a
facility is ready during the
trying times of pandemic,
when it is needed the most,”
the chief minister said in
Lucknow on Thursday.

Yogi expressed happiness
that the company would now
set up another plant in the
central parts of the state and
more such plants would come
up to eliminate oxygen short-
age.  Asking off icia ls  to
encourage such investments
in the state, the chief minis-
ter said that UP had the pride
of becoming second in the
country in Ease of Doing
Business. 

He said that investors
should be approached to
come to set up their industries
in UP as it would create more
employment and contribute
to the state’s development.New Delhi: The Election

Commission on Thursday
announced reduction in the
notice period for registration of
new political parties in Bihar
from 30 days to 7 days, keep-
ing in view difficulties caused
by the restrictions in place due
to the Covid-19 pandemic.  
As per the existing guidelines,
a party seeking registration
has to submit an application to
the Commission within 30
days following the date of its
formation. The appli-
cant is asked to publish the
party's proposed name in two
national dailies and two local
dailies on two days. Objections,
if any, with regard to the pro-
posed registration of the party
have to be submitted within 30
days from publication of the

notice. "It has been brought
to the notice of the
Commission that in view of
prevailing  restrictions on
account of Covid-19, there was
dislocation and delay in mov-
ing applications for registration,
which in turn led to delay in
registration as a political party,"
the EC said in a statement. 
After considering all aspects,
the Commission has given a
relaxation and has reduced
the notice period from 30 days
to 7 days for the parties that
have published their public
notice on or before October 7,
the statement said. The relax-
ation will remain in force till
October 20, the last date of
nomination for Phase 3 of the
assembly polls in Bihar, it said.

PTI
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Former Congress chief Rahul
Gandhi on Thursday took a

jibe at Prime Minister Narendra
Modi saying he’s “only con-
cerned about his image and not
soldiers.”  Taking a dig on the

acquisition of VVIP plane by
Modi priced at Rs 8400 crore,
Rahul stated the government
may have instead purchased
many much more shoes for
troopers deployed at Siachen-
Ladakh border with that cash.  

“PM bought a plane worth

Rs 8400 crore for himself. So
much could have been pur-
chased for our soldiers posted on
the Siachen-Ladakh border.
Warm clothes: Rs 30,00,000
jacket, gloves: Rs 60,00,000,
shoes: Rs 67,20,000, Oxygen
cylinder: Rs 16,80,000,” Rahul

Gandhi stated on Twitter. Earlier
this week, throughout his mar-
keting campaign in Punjab in
opposition to the farm reform
legal guidelines, the Congress
chief accused the prime minis-
ter of “wasting” 1000’s of crores
of rupees on the plane.  

In response to the Gandhi's
scion remarks, the Centre stat-
ed the method for 
procuring two VVIP plane had
begun in UPA regime and the
present dispensation has only
introduced it to a logical con-
clusion.
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New Delhi: Home Minister
Amit Shah on Thursday
expressed grief over the demise
of Union Minister Ram Vilas
Paswan and said it has created
a void in Indian politics.  

Paswan, 74, passed away at
a hospital here on Thursday.
In a series of tweets in Hindi,

Shah said the Modi govern-
ment is committed to fulfil his
commitments towards welfare
of the poor and development of
Bihar.

"I am extremely sad over
the demise of Ram Vilas
Paswan ji, who had always
fought for the welfare and

rights of the poor and the
deprived. In his political life, he
always kept national interest
and public welfare paramount.
His death has created a void in
Indian politics,” he said.

The home minister said
whether it was to fight against
the Emergency of 1975 or to

make the Modi government's
welfare programmes for poor
meaningful during the coron-
avirus epidemic, Paswan had
played a unique role in all
these.

"While working in many
important positions, Paswan
was beloved by everyone with

his simple and gentle person-
ality,” he said.

Shah said Paswan's absence
in Indian politics and the
Union Cabinet will always
remain and the Modi govern-
ment is committed to fulfilling
his commitments for welfare of
poor and development of Bihar.

“My condolences to
his family and supporters and
I pray for the peace of the
departed soul. Om Shanti,” he
said.

In Lucknow, Uttar Pradesh
Chief Minister Yogi Adityanath
said Paswan was a senior and
experienced leader who suc-

cessfully discharged his duties
as a Union minister.
He had always been active for
the welfare of weaker sections
and served for a long time as
MP. 

"It would not be easy to fill
the void created by his death,"
Adityanath said. Uttar

Pradesh Governor Anandiben
Patel  and Jammu and Kashmir
Lieutenant Governor Manoj
Sinha also condoled the demise
of Paswan. Bahujan
Samaj Party president
Mayawati also condoled his
demise. 

PTI

Kolkata: West Bengal Chief
Minister Mamata  Banerjee
on Thursday expressed deep
grief over the passing away of
union minister Ram Vilas
Paswan. She extended her
condolences to his family
members, colleagues and
admirers.

"Deeply saddened to hear
the news of the passing away of
Ram Vilas Paswan Ji. He was a
veteran politician, leader and a
long-time Parliamentarian. My
condolences to his family, col-
leagues and his many admir-

ers," Banerjee tweeted.
Paswan (74) died on Thursday,
his son Chirag Paswan tweet-
ed. 

Paswan, who was the Lok
Janshakti Party patron, had
undergone a heart surgery at a
hospital in Delhi a few days
ago.
He had been in active politics
for more than five decades
and was one of the country''s
most noted Dalit leaders.
He was the Minister for
Consumer Affairs, Food and
Public Distribution. PTI

New Delhi: A host of Congress
leaders condoled the demise of
Union minister Ram Vilas
Paswan on Thursday with
Rahul Gandhi saying that with
his passing away, the poor and
Dalits have lost a strong polit-
ical voice.

"The news of untimely
demise of Ram Vilas Paswan ji
is tragic. The poor and Dalit
have lost a strong political
voice today. My condolences to
his family," Gandhi said in a
tweet in Hindi. S e n i o r
Congress leader Ahmed Patel
described Paswan as a cham-
pion of the downtrodden, who

had immense faith in India's
pluralism and diversity.

"Chirag, shocked to hear
about the demise of your father.
Ram Vilas Paswan ji was a
champion of the downtrodden
and had immense faith in
India's pluralism and diversity.

It's a big loss for the nation. My
condolences to you, your fam-
ily and all his supporters," he
said on Twitter.

Leader of the Opposition
in Rajya Sabha Ghulam Nabi
Azad said he was shocked to
hear the sad news of the death
of Union Minister Ram Vilas
Paswan. "He was deeply
committed to the upliftment of
the downtrodden. His demise
has left a vacuum which will be
difficult to fill. My heartfelt
condolences to his family. May
the departed soul rest in peace,"
he said.

Congress general secretary

Priyanka Gandhi Vadra said,
"Ram Vilas Paswan ji has been
a neighbour of my mother for
years and we had a personal
relationship with his family.
Deeply saddened over the news
of his demise. My deepest con-
dolences to Chirag ji and all the
family members. We are with
you in this sad hour."
Congress chief spokesperson
Randeep Surjewala said he was
deeply hurt by the demise of
Paswan.

"Shri Paswan left an indeli-
ble mark in the country's pol-
itics and raised the voice of the
underprivileged. He played an

active role in the eradication of
poverty in the UPA govern-
ment along with Mrs Sonia
Gandhi and Dr Manmohan
Singh. Emotional tribute," he
said on Twitter. U n i o n
minister for Consumer Affairs,
Food and Public Distribution
Ram Vilas Paswan died on
Thursday.Paswan (74), who
was the Lok Janshakti Party
patron, had undergone a heart
surgery at a hospital here a few
days ago. He had been in
active politics for more than
five decades and was one of the
country's most noted Dalit
leaders. PTI
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From Page 1
In the melee, a number of BJP

leaders including Arvind Menon and
Raju Banerjee were injured. The duo
including many others had to be hos-
pitalised. Surya condemned “Mamata
Banerjee’s police” for uniting with the
TMC goons to attack the protesters
who were marching for legitimate
causes.

The “Nabanna Chalo” march was
called to protest against the alleged
“corruption and syndicate raj of the
Mamata Banerjee Government which
has triggered massive unemployment
in the State.”

In a subsequent briefing, Surya
said, “We are fighting against the
most corrupt and criminalised
Government of the country,” adding
“the way the police suppressed a
democratically hosted rally on
Thursday it would go do down in the
history as a black day.”

Explaining why only about 20-odd
thousand people had turned up in the

march, Dilip Ghosh complained how
the buses carrying the BJP workers
were stopped at various toll plazas out-
side Kolkata.

He demanded investigation into
how dark blue-coloured water was
sprayed on the people that gave burn-
ing sensation on the skins.” The State
Government, however, came out with
a different explanation saying holi
colour was used to identify the pro-
testers for future action.

With Nabanna closed for two
days for reported sanitisation work and
the Chief Minister out on an official
trip to Jangalmahal, the BJP workers
staged a sit-in near her Kalighat resi-
dence from where they were prompt-
ly evicted by the police, sources said.

Meanwhile, even as the Left dis-
missed the Thursday’s skirmish as a
fight for power between two corrupt,
“communal, blood thirsty, capitalist
outfits,” State Minister Firhad Hakim
said, “BJP is not taken seriously in
Bengal as it is a party of extremists.”

The Minister also said the
time has come to send a clear
message that foreign airlines’
flights will not be allowed at the
expense of Indian airlines. 

On September 28,
Lufthansa had to cancel its
flights between India and
Germany from September 30
to October 20 as the DGCA
withdrew permission for them
saying there are restrictions on
Indians who want to travel to

Germany and this puts “Indian
carriers at a significant disad-
vantage resulting in inequitable
distribution of traffic in favour
of Lufthansa”.

Puri said, “The issue is not
about allowing foreign carriers
in or not. We are all for foreign
carriers operating here. Make
no mistake. But I think the time
has come for the message to go
out loud and clear that it will
not be done at the expense of
the Indian carriers.”

From Page 1
The announcement from the non-

partisan Commission on Presidential
Debates cited a need “to protect the
health and safety of all involved with the
second presidential debate.” The can-
didates will “participate from separate
remote locations” while the participants
and moderator remain in Miami, it said.

The announcement came a week
before Biden and Trump were scheduled
to face off in Miami.

Trump was diagnosed with the
coronavirus a week ago and but in a
Tuesday tweet said he looked forward
to debating Biden on stage in Miami, “It
will be great!” he tweeted.

Biden, for his part, said he and
Trump “shouldn’t have a debate” as long
as the president remains COVID pos-
itive. Biden told reporters in
Pennsylvania that he was “looking for-
ward to being able to debate him” but
said “we’re going to have to follow very
strict guidelines.” Trump fell ill with the

virus last Thursday, just 48 hours after
debating Biden in person for the first
time in Cleveland. While the two can-
didates remained a dozen feet apart dur-
ing the debate, Trump’s infection
sparked health concerns for Biden and
sent him to undergo multiple COVID-
19 tests before returning to the cam-
paign trail.

Trump was still contagious with the
virus when he was discharged from
Walter Reed National Military Medical
Center on Monday but his doctors have
not provided any detailed update on his
status.  According to the Centers for
Disease Control and Prevention, those
with mild to moderate symptoms of
COVID-19 can be contagious for as
many as - and should isolate for at least
- 10 days. It’s not the first debate in
which the candidates are not in the same
room. In 1960, the third presidential
debate between Richard Nixon and John
F. Kennedy was broadcast with the two
candidates on opposite coasts. 
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The National Capital record-
ed 37 Covid-19 fatalities

and 2,726 cases on Thursday,

pushing the total death toll to
5653. The active cases tally
stood at 22232.

According to a bulletin
issued by the Delhi health

department, the fresh cases
came out of the 53322 tests.
The number of Rapid-Antigen
Tests conducted on Friday
stood at 43197, while 10125

RT-PCR, CBNAAT and True
NAAT tests were conducted.

The number of tests done
per million, as on Thursday,
was over 182936 lakh. On
September 29, 48 deaths were
reported, the highest number
of fatalities recorded in a day
since July 16, when the city saw
58 fatalities.

The bulletin said the total
number of cases has climbed to
300833. The number of con-
tainment zones in Delhi
jumped to 2,734. The positiv-
ity rate stood at 8.66 per cent,
the bulletin said, adding the
case fatality rate stood at 1.88
per cent.

Delhi government has sig-
nificantly ramped up testing in
the past few days.

The bulletin said out of the
total number of 15833 beds in
COVID hospitals 10563 is
vacant. It said 979 beds in
COVID care centres are occu-
pied by persons under quar-
antine, including travellers who
have returned by Vande Bharat
Mission and bubble flights. 
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The North Delhi Municipal
Corporation (NMC) on

Thursday started the process of
de-sealing of 1356 properties
under its jurisdiction.

North Corporation Mayor
Jai Prakash informed that there
are a total of 1356 properties in
the jurisdiction of the civic
body which would be de-sealed
wrongly by the SC- appointed
Monitoring Committee.

"The corporation officials
are following the entire process
before de-sealing the residen-
tial property. It will provide
major relief to those whose
properties were sealed earlier,"
he said.

Addressing the media,
Delhi BJP president Adesh
Gupta said that the de-sealing
process started from Todapur.

"The Municipal
Corporations have been direct-
ed to de-seal all sealed proper-
ties before Diwali. To reduce
the bureaucratic hurdle, a sin-
gle file will be made for all the
properties sealed in every
zone," he said.

Delhi BJP has been con-
tinuously fighting for the inter-
ests of the traders and residents,
Gupta said, adding that the
AAP government was not even
bothered that sealing will cause
huge loss to the traders, shop
owners and business owners.
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Delhi Development
Authority (DDA) on

Thursday organised a series of
discussions and consultations
with various stakeholders and
civil society groups to seek their
inputs towards driving the
agenda of the Master Plan. 

Delhi Development
Authority (DDA) in association
with the National Institute of
Urban Affairs (NIUA) is
preparing the next Master Plan

of Delhi 2041. As part of the
planning process,  

A senior Delhi
Development Authority (DDA)
official said that a series of
meetings have been held with
residents and RWAs from var-
ious housing typologies of
Delhi such as plotted, group
housing, unauthorised colonies
and urban or rural villages.

The official said that the
next meeting is scheduled on
Friday with RWAs and Market
Trader Associations from the

special area of Delhi including
walled city. "The objective of
this meeting is to understand
the issues faced by them and
discuss possible planning solu-
tions and suggestions for MPD-
2041," he said.

Vice Chairman of DDA
sought active participation by
all residents and market trad-
er associations. 

He also urged residents to
use the forum for providing
constructive feedback and dis-
cuss critical issues.
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The Special Cell of Delhi
Police has arrested four

wanted criminals following an
exchange of fire in north west
Delhi's Rohini on Thursday.
Police said that they belong to
Kala Jhatri Lawrence Bishnoi
gang and were wanted in sev-
eral cases of murder, attempt to
murder and extortion. 

The accused has been iden-
tified as Sonu Mitraun (23),
Amit (26), Rohit (23) and
Ravinder Yadav (31) who were
injured during the exchange of

fire.
According to Sanjeev

Kumar Yadav, the Deputy
Commissioner of Police
(DCP), Special Cell, police
team received an information
that criminals of a gang want-
ed in many cases of murder,
attempt to murder, firing,
extortion and robbery in Delhi
and NCR area would be com-
ing to Rohini from Haryana to
eliminate their rivals. A trap
was laid on Khera Gaon to
Sector 26 Rohini. 

"At around 3:30 am, the
gang members were spotted

coming in a car from Kera
Gaon side. They were signalled
to stop, but they tried to escape.
The police team, however,
managed to block their way,"
said the DCP.

"Later, they whipped out
firearms and started firing on
the police party. They fired
three bullet rounds. However,
none of the policemen were
injured. A total of 22 rounds of
bullets were fired by the crim-
inals, while the police party
fired 28 rounds of bullets from
their weapons," said the DCP. 

"All the four accused sus-

tained bullet injuries. They
were overpowered by the police
and taken to BSA hospital,
Rohini, the DCP said.

Four automatic pistols with
50 live cartridges, two coun-
trymade pistols with 10 live
cartridges, three high quality
bulletproof jackets and three
high quality head bullet proof
were seized from the posses-
sion of the accused, police
said.

Their vehicle has also been
seized and legal proceeding has
been initiated in the matter,
they added.

��
������������� -	%�(	20 

To track pollution due to
stubble burning, Delhi

Environment Minister Gopal
Rai on Thursday launched
high-end technology ‘War
Room’ to monitor real-time
pollution data, hotspot con-
ditions and NASA images of
stubble burning. The “green
war room” at the Delhi
Secretariat will monitor pol-
lution levels in the city this
winter.

This War room will be
operated by a 10 member
expert team under scientists-
Dr Mohan George and Dr B L
Chawla.Rai said that the Delhi
government has set up the war
room following Chief Minister
Arvind Kejriwal's launch of

"Yuddh Pradushan Ke Virudh
The minister said that it

will be equipped with high-end
technology to monitor real-
time pollution data, hotspot
conditions and NASA-ISRO
images of stubble burning.

"The war room will be
operated by a 10-member
expert team under senior sci-
entists Dr Mohan George and
Dr B L Chawla," he said.

Rai said that the fight to
reduce pollution will not be
possible without the support of
every agency in Delhi and
therefore a centralized war
room launched. 

"Three large LCD screens
are installed in the room. Real-
time pollution data which
includes air quality and data of
PM 2.5 and PM 10, Sulfur

Oxide, Nitrogen Oxide, Ozone,
and wind speed will be dis-
played will be shared in one of
the screens," he said.

The minister further said
that through another screen,

the situation of 13 hotspots will
be monitored and through
third screen,  NASA and ISRO
pictures on the stubble burning
at the neighboring states will be
monitored. 

"We will also monitor the
complaints filed by the people
through the Green Delhi app
which the chief minister will
launch in the coming days. We
will monitor the complaints
and implement strict actions.
On the other hand, we will also
monitor the road sweeping
and water sprinkling work
done by the MCD through
GPS. Daily reports will be sent
to the CM and Environment
Secretary," he said.

Chief Minister Arvind
Kejriwal on Monday
announced a mega anti-pollu-
tion campaign "Yuddh
Pradushan Ke Virudh" to
reduce air pollution levels in
Delhi which is considered to be
a breather for Delhiites in the
upcoming winter season. 
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Aman who would pose as a
crime branch official, offer

to drop people in his car, rob
money from them and even
withdraw cash using their ATM
cards by threatening them at a
gun point, has been arrested in
Trilokpuri. 

Police said that the accused
identified as Mukesh, would at
times carry wireless sets to
appear convincing as a CBI or
crime branch official to intim-
idate his targets. He would
then befriend the target, usu-
ally at a bus stop, by pretend-
ing to travel in the same direc-
tion as the person's destination.

An associate of Mukesh
would then arrive in a car and
offer them a lift. When the tar-
get would get into the vehicle,

another man already seated in
the vehicle would play mes-
sages on the wireless set to mis-
lead the victim into believing
that he is a CBI or crime
branch official.

According to Bhisham
Singh, the Deputy
Commissioner of Police
(DCP), Crime Branch, at an
isolated place, the accuse would
rob the person at gun point and
they would also withdraw
money from their victims' bank
accounts using their ATM
cards. 

"They would drop the vic-
tim at a "safe place" and escape
in the vehicle. The e matter
came to light after several such
incidents were reported to
them. On June 30, a man com-
plained to police that he was
robbed by the gang of Rs

1,70,000 when he was going to
Burari in North Delhi," said the
DCP. 

"On Wednesday, police got
a tip about Mukesh, the leader
of the gang. He was evading
arrest in several cases of rob-
bery, kidnapping, theft and
cheating and was at his house
in Trilokpuri. Our team laid a
trap and arrested him," said the
DCP. 

"During interrogation,
Mukesh disclosed that he and
his two associates, both resi-
dents of Trilokpuri, were rob-
bing people by posing as police
officials. Mukesh was wanted in
eight cases of robbery, kidnap-
ping and cheating in South and
Trans Yamuna area in Delhi,"
said the DCP adding that
police teams are now trying to
nab his associates.

NEW DELHI: The Delhi Jal
Board (DJB) approved the con-
struction of a lab which will be
equipped with all the advance
machines to perform advance
testing, including virus detec-
tion tests like Covid-19 etc.

Other pollutants like pes-
ticides, heavy metals, antibi-
otics, trace elements etc will
also be tested in the lab to
ensure safe drinking water sup-
ply alongwith proper treat-
ment of wastewater before out-
falling in River Yamuna.

The 154th Board Meeting
held on Thursday chaired by
DJB Chairman Satyendar Jain
also accorded approval for
approved enlistment of con-
tractors in all the categories of
project ranging from 10 to
500 Crores to bring trans-
parency and widen participa-
tion of contractors in the DJB

projects.
"The enlisting of contrac-

tors in different classes will be
based on tendering limit and
types of works on the pattern
of CPWD. The objective of the
enlistment of contractors is to
have a ready list of suitable and
competent firms for DJB works
so as to minimize the require-
ment of verification of their
credentials at the time of each
tender," it said.

The Board also accorded
approval to the work of pro-
viding and laying 250mm to
1600mm nominal dia internal
and peripheral sewer line in
kirari group of colonies under
Rohini catchment area in Delhi
and construction of waste
pumping station at Prem Nagar
Bhagya Vihar and Pratap Vihar
including rising mains.

SR
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Awoman attempted self-
immolation inside the

office complex of the
Commissioner of Police (CP)
in Gurugram at around 2 pm
on Thursday. However, in con-
nection with the incident the
police have filed an FIR against
the woman of attempting sui-
cide and other relevant section
of the IPC at the Civil lines
police station Gurugram.

The incident took place on
the second floor of the build-
ing, where the office of the CP
is also located. The
Commissioner was out on
lunch break when the incident
took place.

The woman claimed that
she took the step in protest
against police inaction on a
rape complaint filed by her on
Sunday at the women's police
station in Sector 51.

Sources said that the 28-
year-old woman had submitted
an application to the police stat-
ing that a man named Yogesh,
a resident of Agra, had sexual-
ly assaulted her on the pretext
of marriage but the police did
not act on her complaint or
arrest the accused.

According to the police, the
woman poured petrol on her-
self but before she could light
the fire, the police overpowered
her and took her to the
women's washroom in order to
change her clothes.

"When I enquired about
the matter, I came to know that
she has registered a rape case
against a man who has been
identified and will be arrested
soon," said ACP .As news of the
incident spread, senior police
officers reached the spot to take
stock of the situation.

“The woman had also
attempted suicide bid at DLF
Phase 3 area on February 2020
in Gurugram,” Kundu said.
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Deputy Chief Minister and
Education Minister of

Delhi, Manish Sisodia launched
the CODE-A-THON cam-
paign  in collaboration at SKV
Veer Sawarkar, Kalkaji.

While launching the cam-
paign, Sisodia said, “If your
intention is at the right place
then the entire universe comes
together to support you. This
is what has happened with us
when different organizations
came together on one platform
to teach coding to our children.
After providing training for
coding and STEM Education,
run by SheCodes and Ernst &
Young last year respectively, we
decided to launch the CODE-
A-THON program for 12,000

students of the Delhi
Government School with HT”

“We started coding project
in January this year in collab-
oration with SheCodes foun-
dation where 870 girl students

have been given training till
now. Due to the outbreak of the
COVID-19 pandemic, we
decided to make it online.
Now, with the HT Media com-
ing onboard, we envision this
program to become even big-
ger.”

These students have made
the videos from the scratch on
their smartphones using their
thinking ability, voice-overs,
and many other tools. Students
made videos on various topics
such as Good Touch-Bad
Touch, Saving the
Environment, Beti Padhao Beti
Bachao, Public Awareness
about Corona Virus among
many others.

While sharing their expe-
riences, many students said
they did not know anything

about coding when they start-
ed but now have developed
interest in this. Few of them
want to use this opportunity
and are aiming to become soft-
ware engineer.

Pleasantly surprised to see
the learning abilities of chil-
dren, Shri Manish Sisodia con-
gratulated all the students and
interacted with each one of
them to know about their jour-
ney and the obstacles they
faced.

He said, “Steve Jobs once
said coding is the new genera-
tions’ liberal art. It is not about
programming, designing, or
creating some videos, it is
about creating art. Coding
helps you to think,  that is why
it is important to learn to code.
Today, I could see how it is

enabling our school children to
start thinking. There was a girl
who made a video on early
childhood marriage where she
mentioned that the girl was
helpless. While watching the
video a thought crossed my
mind that now she will not be
helpless, she will be able to
code.” He added.
“Today we dream of sending
our children abroad for quali-
ty education. Imagine a day,
when a parent sitting in the
USA or Japan starts thinking
about sending their child to
India for getting a quality edu-
cation. That will be the day
when we will finally succeed.
The entire education depart-
ment should come together to
work on this dream", Sisodia
said.  
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Senior AAP leader and
national spokesperson

Raghav Chadha on Thursday
said the BJP at the Centre has
not purchased the crop pro-
duce at 'Minimum Support
Price' (MSP) from the farmers
of Delhi in the last five years
due to which farmers in the
national capital have to sell
their produce to private play-
ers at prices lesser than MSP.

Chadha said the BJP has
used 'Jai Jawan Jai Kisan' as only
a political medium to gain
votes but adopted the policy of
'Mar Jawaan Mar Kisaan' in
reality.

"The BJP and central agen-
cies have not purchased the
crop produce of the farmers
worth a single rupee despite it
was one of its poll promises," he
said. Raghav also said that the
cabinet ministers and the offi-
cials and mandi presidents
have written letters to the agri-
cultural ministers in this regard
but no action has been taken by
the centre. " The Centre and
PM Narendra Modi govern-
ment has left the farmers of
Delhi on the verge of death.
From the past few weeks, farm
bills are being discussed in the
country that were passed in the
parliament secretly by keeping
constitutional values at stake
and were implemented across
the nation," he said.

Presenting supportive doc-
uments, he claimed that the
BJP wanted to abolish MSP.

"The central government
has not purchased even a sin-
gle crop from the farmers of
Delhi after 2015. The farmers
of Delhi were left to get plun-
dered by the private players.

"The MSP of one quintal of
wheat this year is Rs 1925 but
because the central government
is not purchasing the wheat
produce from the farmers at
this MSP, the farmers have to
sell their produce at Rs 1700,
which means that the farmers
are suffering a loss of Rs 225.
As per their poll promises of
every year, if the BJP wanted,
they could have purchased the
produce from the farmers at Rs.
1925, and our farmers were
compelled to sell the produce
to private players at Rs 1700,
suffering a loss of around Rs
200," he added.

Chadha further said, "The
MSP on mustard this year is Rs
4450 but because the centre is
not purchasing mustard from
the farmers at this rate, our
farmers are forced to sell them
to private players at Rs 3450 per
quintal."

"The central government
could have purchased Bajra at
Rs 2150 but because it failed,
the farmers are selling it at Rs
1350, which means a loss of Rs
800 per quintal for the farmers.
The MSP on Jwar is Rs 2620
per quintal but because the
centre did not keep its promise,
the farmers are selling it to pri-
vate players at Rs 1800, which
means a loss of Rs 820 per
quintal," he said.
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Aam Aadmi Party (AAP)
has accused CPCB of

being in cahoots with BJP-
ruled States and ignoring pol-
lution being caused by these
states. AAP's chief spokesper-
son and MLA  Saurabh
Bhardwaj said the CPCB is not
a Central Pollution Control
Board but a "Central Political
Controlled Board" as it is
silent over the rampant viola-
tion of pollution norms by the
thermal power plants of
Haryana, Punjab and Uttar
Pradesh.  

Bhardwaj said that despite
the Supreme Court order and
Central government's direc-
tion, the 13 coal-based ther-
mal power plants have not yet
adopted anti-pollution tech-
nology and over 2.15 thou-
sand brick kilns are running
and they have not followed the
SC order with the help of cor-
rupt nexus between the state
pollution control boards and
reagarding officials.

The AAP leader said that
the Delhi government is the
only government which has
closed down all the thermal
power plants in the state.
"This is the month of October
and news reports are showing
that massive stubble burning
has started in the states of
Punjab and Haryana. It is
expected that in some days the
toxic air will enter the nation-
al capital and Delhi‘s air qual-
ity will deteriorate drastically.

The NASA satellite images
are showing that the stubble
burning has already started,"
he said.

Bhardwaj further said,
"CPCB is the Central Pollution
Control Board but it acts like
a central politics control
board. In the NCR there are
nearly 13 coal-based thermal
power plants."

"The Centre for Science
and Environment (CSE) has
noted that every day these
plants emit 57 tonnes of par-
ticulate matter, 686 tonnes of
sulphur dioxide, 304 tonnes of
Nitrogen Oxide," he said,
adding that for many years, it
is being demanded that these
thermal power plants should
be shut down or converted
into the FGD system (fuel gas
desulfurization).

Bhardwaj said, "The AAP
want to know why the CPCB
is so silent over the inaction of

these states.
"Moreover the National

Green Tribunal had ordered
that the coal which is being
used in these thermal power
plants should be taken in cov-
ered transport but these states
do not even follow this order.
The Central Government
agency NTPC has challenged
this order in the Supreme
Court," he said.

The AAP leader said that
one of the biggest source of
pollution is the brick kilns and
only in the NCR, there are
around 2300 brick kilns.
"These were supposed to get
converted into newer tech-
nology but none of these brick
kilns has adopted any such
new technology. And due to
the corruption of the state pol-
lution control boards and offi-
cials, these brick kilns are
running as usual and causing
massive pollution," he said.
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As the drug companies race
to develop the vaccine for

the deadly coronavirus, the
Government has started
exploring the possibility of
engaging even food delivery
start-ups such as Swiggy and
Zomato that can stock and dis-
tribute the medicine quickly
across the country. At the same
time it is also exploring possi-
ble cold storage facilities with
public and private sector enti-
ties in the pharma, food pro-
cessing and agro business.

A draft scheme for the
vaccine distribution is likely to
be released next week, sources
in the Union Health Ministry
said adding the online food
delivery companies can play a
big role in vaccine distribution.

Earlier this week, Union
Health Minister Harsh Vardhan
had said the Government
expects to receive and utilise
400-500 million vaccine doses
for Covid-19, and cover approx-
imately 20-25 crore people by
July 2021 while Dr Randeep
Guleria, Director of the AIIMS
had said that the vaccine might
be available from January end.

At least one domestic and
three foreign vaccines are like-
ly to be available to India in the
coming months. Most of the
vaccine candidates will require
a cold supply chain, with tem-
peratures that can go well below

zero degree celsius, though
most need to be kept at between
2 and 8 degrees celsius.

According to the Ministry,
there are more than 27,000 func-
tional cold chain points of which
750 (3 per cent) are located at the
district level and above. The rest
are located below the district
level. This includes 76,000 cold
chain ‘equipment’, 2.5 million
health workers, and 55,000 cold
chain staff.

Majority of vaccine candi-
dates are in liquid form except
a few freeze-dried products.
They are to be administered
through intramuscular injec-
tion/ route and requirement
will be a two-dose regimen.

The majority of vaccine
candidates would be available
in multi-dose vials (2.5, 10, 20,
and 50 doses per vial). An esti-
mation of cold chain space
needed for vaccines has been
made considering 18 per cent
of the population would need
to be covered within six

months, they said, adding that
both the current temperature
ranges (+2 to +8 degrees celsius
and -15 to -20 degrees celsius)
have been considered for the
scenario to account for ade-
quate storage in either condi-
tion, as per sources.

They said there will be a
temporary requirement (2-3
months) of surge capacity for
large cold storage at the
state/regional level to store and
distribute large incoming quan-
tities of the vaccine.

Cold chain capacity needs
to be augmented most in Uttar
Pradesh, Maharashtra, West
Bengal, Rajasthan, Andhra
Pradesh, Karnataka, Gujarat,
Kerala, Telangana, Delhi,
Assam, Jharkhand, Punjab and
Odisha. Most of the Southern
States are doing well in cold
storage facilities.

States have also been asked
to make a robust plan for vac-
cine storage and distribution by
October 15.
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Against the backdrop of
ongoing tension at the Line

of Actual Control (LAC) in
Ladakh, IAF chief RKS
Bhadauria said on Thursday his
force is ready for any challenge
and has “clearly” demonstrat-
ed its operational capability in
prompt deployment when the
stand-offs started. 

Making these observations
in his address to the IAF on the
occasion of the 88th anniver-
sary at the Hindon airbase,
Ghaziabad, he said the actions
during the last few months also
showed the IAF’s resolve and
will to engage with the adver-
sary whenever the need arises.

Incidentally, addressing the
annual conference ahead of the
Air Force Day two days back,
the IAF chief had also assert-
ed saying “there is no question
that China can get better of us”
when asked about the Chinese
air power. 

Addressing the force on
Thursday, Bhadauria also
assured the nation that the
force will evolve and be ever
ready to safeguard the nation’s
sovereignty and interests in all
circumstances.

Talking about security
challenges in eastern Ladakh,
the Chief, who inspected the
Air Force Day parade, said: “I

would like to commend all
warriors for the quick response,
in the recent stand-off on our
northern frontiers, when we
deployed our combat assets at
short notice to handle any
eventuality, and provided
proactive support to 
all the requirements of deploy-
ment and sustenance for the
Indian Army.” 

The IAF chief said the
evolving threat matrix in the
region is becoming complex
and it mandates a greater need
to have a strong air force to
fight across domains and the
entire spectrum of warfare.
Bhadauria said disruptive tech-
nologies and easy access to low
cost options like drones are
increasingly demanding greater
attention to the sub-conven-
tional domain.

The recent induction of
state-of-the-art Rafale,
Chinook and Apache aircraft
have added significantly to our
combat capability over our

adversaries on the battlefield,
Bhadauria said. “Our offensive
strike capability has been
honed further, with upgrada-
tion of our aircraft with
weapons and sensors, ably sup-
ported by a networked decision
making matrix,” he added.

Defence Minister Rajnath
Singh greeted the IAF on its
foundation day and said the
government is committed to
enhance its combat capability.  

“The nation is proud of its
men and women in blue and
salutes the prowess of the IAF
as it stands ready to face chal-
lenges and deter adversaries.
We remain committed to
enhancement of IAF’s 
combat capability through
modernisation and indigeni-
sation,” he said.

To mark the day, the IAF
carried out a spectacular air
display at the event showcasing
its vintage aircraft and modern
fleet including the newly
inducted Rafale jets.

����� -	%�(	20 

The Congress on Thursday
alleged that the Narendra

Modi Government changed
the policy for the export of iron
ore to facilitate “theft” of Rs
12,000 crore in export duty
since 2014. The Opposition
party further claimed that the
actual penalty for violation of
the iron ore export rules on the
private players would amount
to nearly Rs 2 lakh crore.

Congress spokesperson
Pawan Khera alleged that this
policy for the export of iron ore
was altered in a hurry right
after Prime Minister Modi
took charge.

“In 2014, the Steel Ministry
of India removed the 64% Fe
concentration cap on iron ore
and along with that gave
Kudremukh Iron Ore Company
Limited (KIOCL) the permis-
sion to export iron ore to coun-
tries like China, Taiwan, South
Korea, Japan,” he said.

Congress has demanded
that the Modi government
make the names of the private
players, who violated the rules
and indulged in export of iron
ore pellets, public. It has also
questioned as to whether any
action was initiated against
the Steel Ministry officials

“who allowed illegal export to
take place”.

Notably, the KIOCL is an
enterprise which comes under
the Ministry of Steel and was
formed in 1976 for the mining
and processing of low grade
iron ore.   

Before 2014, only the
Metals and Minerals Trading
Corporation of India (MMTC)
was allowed to export iron ore,
and an export duty of 30% was
imposed on such trading.
Notably, the MMTC — in
which the Indian government
has an 89% share — was
allowed to export only iron ore
with 64% concentration of iron.

Congress further alleged
that a new policy on the export
of iron ore was drawn under
which “it was decided that
iron ore exports will continue
to have a 30% duty on them;
however if the same iron ore is
made into pellets and export-
ed as pellets then there would
be no duty on these exports.”
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New Delhi: President Ram
Nath Kovind on Thursday said
the nation has lost a visionary
leader in the demise of Union
Minister Ram Vilas Paswan.

Paswan was the voice of the
oppressed, and championed
the cause of the marginalised,
Kovind said condoling his
demise. “In the demise of
Union Minister Ram Vilas
Paswan, the nation has lost a
visionary leader. He was among
the most active and longest-
serving members of parlia-
ment. He was the voice of the
oppressed, and championed
the cause of the marginalized,”
the President tweeted.

“A firebrand socialist in
youth, mentored by the likes of
Jayaprakash Narayan during
anti-Emergency movement,
Paswan ji had enviable rapport
with masses and he ardently
strove for their welfare.
Condolences to his family and
supporters,” Kovind said in
another tweet. PTI

Patna: Bihar Chief Minister
Nitish Kumar, his deputy Sushil
Kumar Modi and RJD president
Lalu Prasad on Thursday con-
doled the death of 
Union Minister Ram Vilas
Paswan in Delhi. Paswan (74),
who was the Lok Janshakti Party
patron, had undergone a heart
surgery at a hospital in the
national Capital a few days ago.

His son Chirag Paswan
informed about his demise. A
veteran dalit leader, Paswan
was the Minister for Consumer
Affairs, Food and Public
Distribution. He was born on
July 5, 1946 in Khagaria district
of Bihar. The Bihar Chief
Minister in his condolence
message said “Paswan was a big
signature in the Indian politics.”

He highlighted Paswan’s

start of political innings with a
win in the Bihar legislative
assembly election in 1969.
Paswan hit the national head-
lines after a thumping victory
from Hajipur Parliamentary
constituency for the first time
in 1977, he said.

Fondly remembering his
old ties with the veteran leader,
Kumar said “I am personally
pained by his death.”  Jailed
RJD supremo Lalu Prasad,
who has known Paswan since
the 1970s when the former was
a student leader and the latter
a young member of the Bihar
assembly, offered his condo-
lences on his twitter handle.

“Shocked by the news of
the death of Ram Vilas bhai
(brother). Memories of an
unbroken friendship that last-

ed for 45 years, during which
we waged various social and
political battles, are floating
before my eyes. Ram Vilas
bhai, you left us too soon.

“I am unable to say much
more. Om Shanti!”, tweeted
Prasad who was also Paswans
cabinet colleague in the UPA-
1 government.      Deputy Chief
Minister Sushil Kumar Modi, a
senior BJP leader who was
like Prasad a dynamic student
leader in the 1970s, also
recalled his decades old rela-
tionship with Ram Vilas
Paswan. “He left an indelible
imprint as a minister who held
numerous portfolios in his
career. The people of Bihar can
never forget his contributions.

“He was a Dalit leader who
took all sections of the society

along, a reason why he enjoyed
the support of the OBCs and the
upper castes as well”, Modi said
in his condolence message.
Former CM Rabri Devi and her
son Tejashwi Yadav also con-
doled the death of Paswan and
recalled his close ties with their
family. PTI 

New Delhi: Prime Minister
Narendra Modi on Thursday
condoled the passing away of
Union Minister Ram Vilas
Paswan, saying there is a void
in the nation that will perhaps
never be filled.

Paswan died on Thursday
at the age of 74. Reacting to
Paswan’s demise, the Prime

Minister said, “I am saddened
beyond words. There is a void
in our nation that will perhaps
never be filled.” “Shri Ram
Vilas Paswan Ji’s demise is a
personal loss. I have lost a
friend, valued colleague and
someone who was extremely
passionate to ensure every poor
person leads a life of dignity,”

he said.
Hailing the Lok Janshakti

Party patron for his rise in pol-
itics through hardwork and
determination, Modi said as a
young leader, Paswan resisted
“tyranny and the assault on our
democracy during the
Emergency”.

PTI
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New Delhi: A helicopter of the Indian Air Force made a pre-
cautionary landing in an open field in Saharanpur, Uttar
Pradesh’s on Thursday.  The precautionary landing was made
after the Dhruv Advance light helicopter(ALH) developed a
technical snag in-flight during a routine training mission, the
Air Force said.
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KOCHI: A widely respected
intellectual in Kerala who in
2019 wrote a book eulogising
Prime Minister Narendra Modi
has alleged that the Covid-19
pandemic has led to the throt-
tling of democratic vales in
India. “Political leadership of
the country has lost its sense of
imagination and democratic
values have been violated all
over India,” writes R
Balashankar, author of the
widely acclaimed book
Narendra Modi-Creative
Disruptor.

Balashankar, who was
heading  the intellectual cell of
the BJP does not mince words
while describing the present
scenario in India. “The word
which we hear regularly is that
of social distancing. The strict
enforcement of social distanc-
ing has led to the creation of
more than 130 crore jail cells,
each cell inhabited by each
Indian. “The official declara-

tion that coming 
together of individuals and
close contacts between persons
are not desirable has done lot
of irreparable damage to our
culture,” Balashankar wrote in
the recent issue of
“Kalakaumudi”, a Malayalam
weekly known for its Left-of-
the-Centre stance.

Balashankar, the former
chief editor of RSS mouthpiece
Organiser reminds the readers
that Amit Shah during his
tenure as party president had
diligently followed the Mass
Contact Campaigns all over
India to enlist maximum num-
ber of persons in the BJP and
also Maha Sadasyatha Abhiyan
, through which he held per-
sonal interaction with grassroot
level workers of the party. 

“But everything has gone
awry and the BJP has become
an inaccessible entity. The first
lesson taught in the war against
Covid-19 was the necessity to

observe social distancing even
between close family relations.
This is unheard of,”
Balashankar wrote.

He reminds readers that
before the announcement of
total lockdown in the last week
of March, there were just 2000
patients and a causality of 200
in the country. Now after the
series of lockdowns, which
hurt all sections of the society,
India has more than 6.5 million
Covid-19 cases and more than
1.1 lakh fatalities. “What we see
is the sight of gate keepers,
policemen, bureaucrats and
officials spread across housing
colonies to banks to govern-
ment offices turning them-
selves into dictators,” writes
Balashankar.

It is a known fact that
there are four pillars of democ-
racy. “Ours is a society which
has always held creative expres-
sion and freedom of expression
as sacred. But now it has

become a cardinal sin to speak
anything against the war on
Covid-19. All those in power
speak the language of war.
What kind of war is this?
Whom are you waging war
against? Those who speak the
language of war should under-
stand that in all wars there
would be winners.

But this war would not
have winners or losers.
Humanity itself is the loser,”
signs of the author.

Balashankar reminds the
powers that be about the beau-
ty of Gita Govinda, a poetic
work by the 12th century poet
Jyadeva in which he delin-
eates the love of Lord Krishna
for Radha. Gita Govinda is a
work exhorting love as a cele-
bration and that too boundless
love and celebration. The melo-
dious lyrics gave rise to a series
of choreographic works in
many classical dance forms in
the sub continent.                     
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In this Corona period, dengue
is also spreading its legs

along with other seasonal dis-
eases like cold cough etc.
Patients get restless after getting
fever thinking that they may
have infected with corona or
dengue because the seasonal
diseases have many common
symptoms of dengue and coro-
na. 

Doctors suggested that
there is no need to fear or
panic. In current times, all
need to be more cautious than
ever before. 1650 new patients
arrived at the district hospital,
while the number of dengue
patients has reached 63.

There is some relief from
the heat as the weather changes,
though the afternoon is still
hot. In such a situation, the
patients of cold cough and

fever have increased. District
hospital and private hospitals
are receiving an increased
number of viral fever 
patients. 

According to the official
data, the number of dengue
patients has reached 63, where-
as the reality is much more
than this. 1650 new patients
arrived at the OPD, Emergency
and Fever Clinic of District
Hospital today. It has a large
number of viral fever patients.
So far, 126 tests of dengue have
been conducted in the lab of
the district hospital, in which
44 found positive.

Pediatrician Dr. Vikas
Mehrotra said that the pan-
demic period is still going on.
Dengue patients are also
increased. People’s worry and
fear about cold cough fever are
natural at this time but there is
no need to panic.

Aligarh: A gang-rape case of a
woman has come to light in the vil-
lage of Kwarsi area while going for the
toilet by the four people. The video
was also made for the incident. The
villagers created a ruckus on police
arrival, but the police managed the
situation. The accused are abscond-
ing. Police Force has been deployed
in the area as a precaution.

A laborer living in a village of the
Kwarsi area reported that he had gone
to work. His 35-year-old wife was
working in the paddy field of anoth-
er man of the village. At around 11
am she went to defecation when four
people from the village caught her
who were already present in the field.
The woman was then molested, and

gang raped. An accused also made a
video of it and raped her by threat-
ening her to make the video viral.
Hearing the screaming, villagers
rushed but by then accused escaped.
The woman's brother-in-law
informed the police and the force of
Kwarsi police station reached the spot
on the information of the gang rape.
Here, people created a ruckus when
they stopped by the police on going
to the farm, but the police explained
and pacified everyone. Kwarsi
Inspector Chhotelal said that a case
has been registered against the
accused Uttam, Pradeep, Rakha and
Anil for molestation, gang rape and
SC-ST Act and the medical exami-
nation done for the woman. PNS

KOCHI: Claims by Smitha
Menon, the controversial Kochi
woman who had accompanied
Union Minister of State for
External Affairs to the Indian
Ocean Rim Association Council
of Ministers held at Abu Dhabi
in November 2019 has created
more questions.

“Menon claims that she has
a masters degree in mass com-
munications and has been
working as media professional
since 2007. If she had gone to
Abu Dhabi to report to the
media back home about the
IORA meeting, why should she
take the approval of the minis-
ter for the press release which
she prepared?” asked Salim
Madavoor, the RTI activist who
is pursuing the case.

The contention of Salim is
that Muraleedharan has violat-
ed diplomatic protocol by
including a public relations

executive in  the Indian team
that took part in the IORA
meeting. But the Indian
embassy in UAE had informed
Salim that Smitha Menon was
not a member of the official
Indian delegation.

It is also revealed that no
media in Kerala had carried the
report or release sent by Menon,
who has been appointed as the
general secretary of Mahila
Morach’s Kerala wing since
then. K Surendran, Kerala BJP
chief, said in a statement on 

Thursday that she was
appointed as Mahila Morcha
official at his instance and the
minister does not have any role
in it. 

Surendran also said that
there were some forces in Kerala
who want to divert the attention
of the people from the gold
smuggling scam by tarnishing
Muraleedharan’s name. PNS
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There were 90,579 Covid-19 patients
across Kerala on Thursday, accord-

ing to the Department of Health,
Government of Kerala. The State on
Thursday diagnosed 5,445 new patients
while 24 deaths were confirmed due to
the pandemic.

The death tally in the State till date
on account of Covid-19 reached 930.
The only report that offered comfort to
the population was the number of per-

sons who recovered from the pandem-
ic on a single day-7003. This is the high-
est number of recoveries made in a sin-
gle day till date.

Neighbouring Tamil Nadu diag-
nosed 5,088 new Covid-19 patients on
Thursday.  There were 44,437 active
patients across Tamil Nadu as on
Thursday while the State recorded 68
deaths. Death toll reached 10,052 on
Thursday. Chennai recorded 1,295 new
patients while the other districts
remained  static as far as number of new
patients are concerned.
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Srinagar: A further 696 people
on Thursday tested Covid-19
positive in Jammu and
Kashmir, taking the total num-
ber of coronavirus cases in the
Union Territory to 81,793.

A statement issued by the
Information and Public
Relations Department said of
696 people tested positive on
Thursday, 276 are from Jammu
division while 420 are from
Kashmir division.

So far, 69,020 have recov-
ered completely. A total of
1,291 patients have been killed
by the dreaded virus including
9 on Thursday. IANS

Hathras (Uttar Pradesh): Shyoraj
Jivan, who was caught on camera
trying to incite public sentiment in
Bulgarhi village over the fatal assault
on a 19-year-old allegedly by four
upper caste men, was taken into
police custody on Thursday after-
noon when the Dalit Congress
leader arrived at the Hathras police
station in response to summon
issued to him.

The Congress leader was seen
in the purported videos, admitting
that Congress used the Hathras inci-
dent for furthering its politics as it
had been devoid of issues for a long
time. He was seen using provocative
language while speaking to the vic-
tim's family and the entire Valmiki
community apparently with the
intent to inflame caste violence in
the district.

Jivan is a former Minister of

state in the union cabinet and
national secretary in the party.

The Hathras police had booked
Jivan for sedition charges and sum-
moned him for interrogation with-
in 24 hours. The case was lodged on
Wednesday night. The Dalit
Congress leader, however, denied all
the allegations. “I thank the media
for turning me into the biggest anti-
national in the country. I will
explain whatever I have to, to the
police,” he said sarcastically and
refused to comment further on the 
matter. IANS

Agra: Fifty six fresh coronavirus cases were reported in
Agra in the last 24 hours taking the total number to
6,110, the state authorities said on Thursday.

District Magistrate P.N. Singh said so far 5,436 had
recovered, while the number of active cases now was 545.
The number of samples in the district has gone up to
2,07,022.

Though the daily Covid-19 sample tests continue
to remain around 2,500, there has been some respite in
the numbers of new cases which in September had gone
up abnormally high.

With the rising graph of seasonal viral fever,
dengue, and flu, doctors in Agra have advised patients
not to rush for Covid tests, but consult family doctors
or go to government clinics first.

Doctors said, “Patients with fever should first get
the opinion of their family doctors before rushing for
Covid-19 tests. Patients can get a fever from a whole lot
of health issues including flu, viral fever that is seasonal,
dengue, or even urine infection.” IANS
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The Hathras incident seems to
be getting murkier by the day

with families of the victim and
the accused trading charges
against each other, escalating
the caste tension in the region
while the Special Investigation
Team (SIT) has further stepped
up its investigation.

Sources said that the SIT has
asked whosoever present on the
spot at the funeral of the victim
has been called for questioning.
“SIT has summoned a total of 40
people from the village for ques-
tioning,” a source said.

The pyre-burning place has
already been inspected by the SIT
who recorded the statement of
the victim's brother. They also
inspected the victim's house and

roof.
After a report of caste tension

in the region, the UP government
has rushed two officers of an
ADG and a DIG level on
Wednesday night to  control the
situation. The two senior IPS offi-
cers-- Rajiv Krishna and Salabh
Mathur  would be camping in
Aligarh and Hathras  for next one
week to diffuse the tension pre-
vailing in the area. The two offi-
cials will report to the DGP
after meeting the people and
panchayats. The security of the
victim family has been enhanced.

Meanwhile allegations and
counter allegations by the vic-
tim's family and accused had fur-
ther escalated the caste tension in
the region. While the victim
belongs to the Dalit community,
the accused are from upper caste. 

The controversy took anoth-

er twist on Thursday after the
accused have written a letter to
the Superintendent of Police
(SP) of Hathras from the Aligarh
jail, where they are lodged about
their innocence.

The letter written by the
prime accused Sandeep in which
all the four accused have thumb
impression claims that  they are
in jail in connection with a FIR
registered against them under
section 307,354 and 3(2)5 of the
SC Act on September 20 last. The
other three accused are  Luvkush,
Ravi and Ramu, all relatives of
Sandeep.

They said that they are inno-
cent and all have been implicat-
ed by the girl's family.  Sandeep
in the letter claims that he is
friends with the girl and used to
meet her frequently and talk
over the phone regularly. He

said on the fateful day, he had
called the girl in the field but
there she came along with her
mother and brother. Sandeep
said immediately he went away
and joined his father in feeding
the cows. Later, he learnt that the
girl's brother thrashed her badly
which led to her hospitalization
and later her death.

According to police investi-
gation, the phone used by the vic-
tim's family had chat record
with Sandeep for at least 104
times  in 143 days between
October 2019 to March. But the
girl's brother refuted the police
claim saying that there was just
one mobile phone in the house
and it was with his father. He
claimed that the phone was also
lost so they arranged a new SIM.
He also said that it was a con-
spiracy by police to protect the

accused. The girl family even
went to the High Court to seek
its intervention against the man-
ner in which they were detained
in the name of security cover.
Upset with the recent attack on
the family both by the police and
upper caste members, they even
appealed to give them `poison'.

It may be mentioned that the
State government has already
alleged that against the backdrop
of the Hathras incident, some
anti-national forces were trying
to create caste clashes and even
detected trials of around Rs 100
crores, including Rs 50 crore,
from Mauritius and other coun-
tries. Cops also arrested four peo-
ple of PFI, including one from
Kerala, in the conspiracy so far
while the Enforcement
Directorate (ED) was investigat-
ing the matter.
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Reaching out to the families
of three labourers, killed in

the Amshipora area of Shopian
on July 18, Lt- Governor Manoj
Sinha on Thursday visited
Tarkassi village in Rajouri to
convey the message of Prime
Minister Narendra Modi  that
the government stands with
them in this hour of grief.

Lt Governor Manoj Sinha
trekked through the dusty
approach road using a walking
stick. 

He was  accompanied by
one of his senior advisors,
Farooq Khan, Divisional
Commissioner, Jammu

Sanjeev Verma and Inspector
General of Police, Jammu
range, Mukesh Singh.

Lt-Governor was seated
inside the unconstruction

home of one of the labourers in
the remote village where close
relatives of all three labourers
were present.

Expressing condolences

with the families, the Lt
Governor said that the UT
Government will extend full
support to them and assured
that justice would be ensured

in the case.
He also conveyed the mes-

sage of Prime Minister
Narendra Modi  that the gov-
ernment stands with the
aggrieved families in the hour
of grief, and they will be taken
care of with all support from
the government.

Earlier, the Lt Governor
while addressing local popula-
tion at Peeri on the sidelines of
the ongoing Back to Village
program observed that main
objective of his visit to the
remote village was to assure the
people that Constitution of
India is supreme; Government
is with the people, and justice
and equality shall be ensured by
the government.
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The India Meteorological
Department (IMD) will

release a dynamic, impact-
based cyclone warning system,
aimed at minimising econom-
ic losses and damage to prop-
erty due to the cyclones that hit
Indian coasts every year. 

There were 21 depressions,
eight cyclonic storms, six severe
cyclonic storms, six very severe
cyclonic storms, four extreme-
ly severe cyclonic storms in
2019.Presently, a low pressure
is predicted to form over north
Andaman Sea and adjoining
Bay of Bengal around October
9 and 11.

With improved technolo-

gy and increased use of satellite-
guided data in recent years,
IMD has managed to better
forecast cyclones and issue
warnings.The post-monsoon
months of October and
November offer favourable sea
conditions for the occurrence of
cyclonic storms, which mainly
affect the livelihoods of people
of coastal Andhra Pradesh,
Odisha and West Bengal.IMD
organized an on-line pre-
cyclone exercise meeting on
October 6 to review the pre-
paredness, take stock of require-
ments, plan for the cyclone sea-
son October-December, 2020
and share new initiatives with
stakeholders.Speaking on
'Chasing the Cyclones' at an

event, IMD Director General
Mrutunjay Mohapatra  said
the new system will give specific
warnings.  For instance, if a dis-
trict is to be hit by winds up to
160 kmph, it will warn about
the kind of infrastructure that
is likely to be damaged and
these can be mapped. 

Under the system, location
or district-specific tailored
warnings, which factor in the
local population, infrastruc-
ture, settlements, land use and
other elements, will be prepared
and disseminated. All disaster
management agencies will
make extensive use of carto-
graphic, geological and hydro-
logical data available for the dis-
trict concerned.

He also informed the
stakeholders about various
mobile apps launched by IMD
including Damini for lightning
forecast, Mausam & Umang for
weather forecast including
cyclone warning and Meghdoot
for agrometeorological advi-
sories. 

Until now, the IMD gave
warnings about the kind of
damage expected during a
cyclone. Climatologically, Bay
of Bengal and Arabian Sea
normally experience five
cyclones annually - one over
Arabian Sea and four over the
Bay of Bengal. Out of five
cyclones, one develops during
pre-monsoon season and four
post monsoon.
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The National Investigation Agency (NIA)
has arrested a business analyst with a

bank in Chennai and a rich merchant in
connection with the Bengaluru ISIS mod-
ule case.On Wednesday, the NIA arrested
business analyst Ahamed Abdul Cader, 40,
of Ramanathpuram, Tamil Nadu and the
merchant Irfan Nasir, 33, of Frazer Town
in Bengaluru. 

The case was registered suo-moto by
NIA on September 19, 2020 after certain
incriminating facts emerged about a
Bengaluru-based ISIS module during the
investigation of Islamic State Khorasan
Province (ISKP) case.One Dr Abdur
Rahman alias Dr Brave of Bengaluru was
arrested in the ISKP case. During his exam-
ination, names of his associates surfaced
who had travelled to Syria in 2013-2014 to
join ISIS, the NIA said in a statement here
on Thursday.

“Further investigation resulted in bust-
ing of a module wherein it was revealed that
accused Cader, Nasir and their associates
were members of Hizb-ut-Tehrir, and
they had formed a group called ‘Quran
Circle’ which radicalized gullible Muslim
youth in Bengaluru and funded their visit
to conflict zone in Syria to aid and assist
the ISIS terrorists,” it said.

“Based on this, the NIA registered RC-

33/2020/NIA/DLI dated September 19,
2020 under sections 120-B (criminal con-
spiracy) and 125 (waging war against any
Asiatic Power in alliance with the
Government of India) of the Indian Penal
Code and relevant provisions of the
Unlawful Activities (Prevention) Act
against the accused persons for having affil-
iation with the banned terrorist organiza-
tion ISIS/ISIL/Daesh and for entering into
a conspiracy to radicalize and motivate
Muslim youth of Bengaluru to join ISIS,
and  for raising  funds to facilitate their trav-
el to Syria,” it further said.Cader, Nasir and
their associates played a “very significant”
role in radicalization of the members of the
Group and arranged funds  through dona-
tions and own sources for visit of accused
Abdur Rahman (accused in ISKP case) and
other Muslim youth of Bengaluru to Syria
to join ISIS. Two of such youth got killed
in Syria, the agency claimed.

Searches were conducted at the premis-
es of Cader and Nasir in Gurappana Palya
and Frazer Town in Bengaluru on
Wednesday. During the searches, incrim-
inating materials and electronic devices
have been seized, it said.Both the accused
were produced before Special NIA Court,
Bengaluru and 10 days’ NIA Custody has
been granted for interrogation. Further
investigation in the case is continuing to
unearth the larger conspiracy, it added.
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Senior BJP leader and Union
Law Minister Ravishankar

Prasad on Thursday accused
the TMC-led-government in
West Bengal of “throttling” the
voice of dissent in the  state and
resorting to suppression of
legitimate political opposition
“even by killing”.

He claimed that in
the last two-three years, 115

BJP workers have been killed
without inviting “any authen-
tic action” from the state police.

Prasad condemned  the
“barbaric police attack” on the
BJP march  to the state secre-
tariat in which, he said  around
1500 workers and many senior
party office bearers were
injured and hospitalised when
they were undertaking a
“peaceful protest” . 

He even alleged: 'I have
been told that the water (water
cannons) had some chemical in
it which is why people have
been vomiting.''  Prasad said
outside West Bengal Chief
Minister Mamta Banerjee
speaks about preserving
democracy and freedom but
back home  she was not allow-
ing any space to the opposition
voice.

“Besides the BJP even
CPM members are also being
beaten ..”, he said and quoted
past incidents when even then
BJP president Amit Shah’s heli-
copter was “not allowed to
land” and  last minute
“changes” were made in the
Prime Minister’s meeting
venue.Prasad said despite the
state violence, BJP has 
won 18 Lok Sabha seats and
would form the next 

government in the state as “
people are yearning  for a
change”

.He took to task the  ‘lib-
erals’ who he said keep their
mouth shut on the ‘anti-demo-
cratic actions’ in West Bengal,
Kerala  or Rajasthan but speak
aloud when incidents  took
place in the BJP-ruled  Uttar
Pradesh where the state gov-
ernment “not only allowed
opposition to visit the village in
Hathras but on its own  also
sought a “Supreme Court mon-
itored probe” into the alleged
murder of a girl .

Not keen to field  queries
on Lok Janshakti Party’s rela-
tionship with the BJP, 
Prasad said BJP leaders in
Bihar have made it amply clear
that BJP-JDU-VIP alone are
partners in the NDA 
alliance. 
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Ihave previously written on
how policing developed
around the world. It is
often believed, though
incorrectly, that the police

and investigating agencies have
been around forever and that
they were always set up with the
aim of maintaining law and
order. History, however, is rarely
this linear and the history of
policing even more so. In the
United States, for example, polic-
ing in the 17th and early 18th
centuries was different for the
North and the South. In its early
form, policing was mostly a for-
profit venture, where people
were hired to protect business
interests, including ventures of
gambling and prostitution.
Ironically enough, these police-
men were typically criminals or
thugs. In the South, these
“police” forces were typically
employed as “slave patrols”, who
took strict and swift action
against slaves who tried to
protest against their owners.
These private police forces even-
tually took the form of a public-
funded police force, but even this
step was prompted by merchants
and people in power to subsidise
the cost of protection. The police
forces, in effect, were funded by
many but became agents of the
few. 

As time passed and democra-
cies flourished, with more peo-
ple participating in the law-
making process, the police was
reined in through an elected
Government that passed laws to
regulate its conduct. The judicia-
ry ensured such laws were
adhered to and the Press high-
lighted the abuse of power. At
least, that is how a functional
democracy is meant to work.
However, as the horrific Hathras
rape-murder case shows, a differ-
ent standard seems to apply to
Uttar Pradesh. 

In Hathras, a small village in
UP, a 19-year-old girl from the
Dalit community was reported-
ly gang-raped with her body
left broken into pieces. Instead of
standing with the victim of this
heinous crime, allegedly commit-
ted by members of the “upper
caste” society, the pain caused to
the poor girl’s family has only
been compounded by the mis-
handling of processes by the UP
Government. Even a cursory
glance at the events that have fol-

lowed since this horrific inci-
dent shows that while one may
be aware of the pathetic state
of affairs in India’s largest
State, one didn’t realise just
how lawless and perhaps more
significantly apathetic Yogi
Adityanath’s Government is. 

Let us first deal with the
complete absence of law and
order. There has been no clear
explanation or rationale pro-
vided by the State
Government on why exactly
the police and the authorities,
who were present there,
ensured that the body of the
deceased was cremated before
dawn. The victim of this
tragedy was not only the poor
girl, whose body was charred,
but also the parents who were
not even allowed to cremate
their daughter in peace. Why
was this done? The explana-
tion given by the State is that
this move was imperative to
ensure that “law and order”
was preserved in the State.
This would mean that the
police can tomorrow stop you
from cremating your loved
ones as per your tradition
because it believes it’s good for
law and order. The actions of
the State are far beyond law-
lessness and are firmly sacri-
legious. 

This act, in and of itself, is
worthy of strict judicial action.
One would think that the
pain and horror inflicted on
the poor family would stop
here. However, the State
Government once again
showed us that when it comes
to abuse of due process and
blatant disregard of the law, its

imagination is not inhibited
by the boundaries that mere
mortals like you and me are
constrained by. Only under
the present UP Government
can the victim’s family be
asked to undergo a narco-
analysis test. A practice that
involves drugging a subject to
reveal certain facts while he or
she is in a semi-conscious
state. A practice that has been
declared to have no legal
validity even when adminis-
tered on an accused of a
crime, forget the fact that the
Government wants to conduct
this test on the victim’s own
family. 

Now, let’s examine the spell-
binding television interview
given by UP Additional
Director General of Police
(Law and Order), Prashant
Kumar, where the officer of
the law told us that the foren-
sic report showed that the vic-
tim was not raped as the sam-
ples had no semen. Someone
needs to inform the woefully
unaware or blissfully compli-
ant ADG that the law on rape
does not actually require any
semen to be found and since
the Nirbhaya rape case, the
law has been explicit ly
changed to include circum-
stances where any form of
non-consensual penetration
of a woman can be classified
as rape. Last I checked, the
Indian Penal Code applies to
all of India, including UP,
though with each passing day
I am proved wrong. The ADG
is also possibly unaware that
the samples from the victim
on which he sought to rely

were received by the forensic
authority 11 days after she was
hospitalised and that as per
the Centre’s own guidelines,
the likelihood of finding such
direct evidence is greatly
reduced after 72 hours. 

The problem with state-
ments like this from the police
or the conduct of the admin-
istration, like the Hathras
District Magistrate, is that
people actually rely on decla-
rations made by individuals
who hold such authority.
When a police officer or a
bureaucrat says that some-
thing is legal or illegal on
national television, your
default instinct is to believe
him. Unlike people’s trust in
politicians, which tends to
vacillate, their trust in the
administration, which they
(perhaps naively) believe acts
in accordance with the law, is
still strong. This places a
greater responsibility on the
bureaucracy to act in accor-
dance with the law and the
Constitution. A responsibili-
ty that has been unashamed-
ly abdicated in this case.  

But how much can we
blame the administration if it
is made to fit the mould that
the party in power sets? The
cues given by the BJP through
its conduct are embarrassing.
Like the head of the IT cell of
the BJP, who shares videos of
a rape victim without blurring
her face even though this is
clearly against the law and
who talks (without provoca-
tion) on national television
about phone-tapping by the
State of reporters as if it is a
given. 

It is increasingly apparent
that the BJP thinks that the cit-
izens of this country are stupid
and are like sheep who will fol-
low where they are led by the
most incompetent of shep-
herds. This is why its leaders
throw the most ridiculous con-
spiracy theories at us, expect-
ing us to believe that a report-
ed incident of caste violence
and rape in Hathras is actual-
ly a foreign conspiracy. There
are almost 10 cases of rape in
UP every day, so as per the UP
Government, is only this one a
foreign conspiracy or are all of
these rapes conspiracies too? 

Enough is enough. The time
is now to tell the shepherd that
we are not sheep who will sit
idly by as the rule of law is sac-
rificed to protect the BJP’s
image. We need to say it loud
and clear that the same laws
that govern the rest of India
apply to UP and to each citizen,
irrespective of caste. Sooner or
later, they will get the memo.  

(The writer is a former IPS
officer, a former MP and cur-
rently a member of AAP)
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Sir — The Supreme Court on
October 7 said that protesters
cannot occupy public places
indefinitely as they cause incon-
venience for others. This verdict
was made on a batch of petitions
against the protests at Delhi’s
Shaheen Bagh, which had
become the epicentre of a civil
movement against the con-
tentious Citizenship
Amendment Act (CAA). It was
on December 15 that at least 300
women, some of whom were
even in their 80s, started the sit-
in protest at Shaheen Bagh and
birthed a crusade. However, the
protesters had to vacate the site
in March when cases of COVID-
19 began rising. “Dissent and
democracy go hand in hand,” the
apex court observed, stressing
that protests must be allowed at
designated areas. It is true that
someone’s right to protest should
not interfere with the right to free
movement of others. However,
with an authoritarian
Government that does not allow
dissent, taking to the streets
seems the only way to get them
to listen to the public  it suppos-
edly represents. 

Bhagwan Thadani
Mumbai
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Sir — Atal Tunnel, the longest
highway tunnel at an altitude of
more than 10,000 ft, was inaugu-
rated by the Prime Minister on
October 3 and within days, it has
witnessed three accidents.
According to the Border Roads
Organisation’s chief engineer,
the accidents occurred due to
reckless driving. And many

tourists are said to have been tak-
ing selfies inside the tunnel.
Under these circumstances, the
District Magistrate of Kullu has
issued new guidelines, com-
pletely banning any unnecessary
movement in the tunnel’s emer-
gency exits. They have also
banned photography and
videography from 200 metres
before the south portal up to the
end of the tunnel. It is crucial that

people follow the new guidelines
and not endanger themselves or
others.

M Pradyu
Kannur
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Sir — There’s no denying that it
is China’s recent aggressive
behaviour in the Indo-Pacific
region that has brought the

Quad or the Quadrilateral
Security Dialogue, a multi-later-
al grouping comprising India,
US, Japan and Australia, togeth-
er. For long, it was believed that
China’s rise would strengthen
international rules and com-
merce in East Asia. However, on
the contrary, the Chinese leader-
ship clearly believes that it can
use the power differential it has
come to acquire to browbeat its
neighbours and make strategic
gains. This is precisely what we
are witnessing with China ram-
ming and sinking fishing boats
belonging to other nations in the
South China Sea and PLA troops
trying to nibble away Indian ter-
ritory along the Himalayas.
What’s needed is an effective
regional counterbalance to China
and this must be anchored by a
credible security partnership. It
assumes strategic significance
that all the Quad members now
have agreements among them-
selves that allow their militaries
to access each other’s bases and
coordinate closely. This needs to
be expanded to other East Asian
nations to resist China’s bullying.

Sadhasiva Reddy
Bengaluru
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Three new farm Acts were recently introduced
in the country. The most important of
these, the Farmers’ Produce Trade and

Commerce (Promotion and Facilitation) Act,
2020 is aimed at putting an end to the monopoly
of the Agriculture Produce Marketing Committee
(APMC) mandis. Earlier, under the 1964 APMC
Act, all the farmers were required to sell their pro-
duce at the Government-regulated mandis. The
arhatiya (middlemen) in such cases helped the
farmers in selling their crops to private companies
or Government agencies. While APMCs will con-
tinue to function, farmers will now have a wider
choice. But one of the powerful ways that growers
can serve as their own middlemen is through a
livelihood and development strategy that collectivis-
es the smaller primary producers into locally-man-
aged Farmer Producer Organisations (FPOs)
which are then integrated into an inclusive value
chain. This is a sustainable, market-based approach
in which resources of member farmers (for exam-
ple, expertise and capital) are pooled to achieve
more together than they can individually. It
enables members see their work through an
entrepreneurial lens and confers economies of scale,
better marketing and distribution, more investable
funds and skills, greater bargaining power, access
to credit and insurance, sharing of assets and costs,
opportunities to upgrade skills and technology and
a safety net in times of distress. The best-known
example of an FPO is that of Amul (Gujarat
Cooperative Milk Marketing Federation Ltd),
which is a dairy cooperative with over three mil-
lion producer members.

In this model, thousands of scattered small
farms are systematically aggregated and provided
centralised services around production, post-har-
vest and marketing. This helps reduce transaction
costs of the farms for approaching value chains and
makes it easier for small farmers to access inputs,
technology and the market. It also opens oppor-
tunities to bring primary processing facilities clos-
er to the farm gates and helps producers gather mar-
ket intelligence and manage the value chain bet-
ter with digital agriculture tools. An FPO is a hybrid
between a private limited company and a cooper-
ative society. Hence one can see it enjoy the ben-
efits of professional management of a private lim-
ited company as well as reap the benefits of a coop-
erative society. 

Small-holder farmer producer groups are a key
medium to build scale on account of the confidence,
support and buyer/seller power they provide. They
are able to achieve economies of scale through post-
harvest infrastructure (collection, sorting, grading
facilities), establishment of integrated processing
units, refrigerated transportation, pre-cooling or
cold stores chambers, branding, labelling and pack-
aging, aggregation and transportation, assaying,
preconditioning, grading, standardising and other
interventions. The key benefit is the marketing sup-
port that links producers to mainstream markets
through aggregation of subsistence-level produce
into economic lots that can significantly raise the
share that peasants get from the money people pay
for their food.

The FPOs are owned and governed by share-
holder farmers and administered by professional
managers. They adopt all the good principles of
cooperatives, the efficient business practices of com-

panies and seek to address the inadequa-
cies of the cooperative structure. The best
way for these organisations is to leverage
their collective strength through a full
value chain from the farm to the fork. The
underlying principle is similar to that of
the full stack approach. This approach
makes the sponsor, catalyst or promot-
er responsible for every part of the expe-
rience. In short, it is a whole-farm sys-
tems approach. It creates a complemen-
tary support ecosystem that boosts farm
yields, reduces negative environmental
impacts and increases market access and
small-holder farmer incomes. It also pro-
vides sustainability interventions, includ-
ing sustainable irrigation products and
practices. Moreover, the value chain
uses a business approach in order to make
it viable.

Apart from the collective strength
that group synergy generates, the support
structures help in building the capacities
of producers to deal with input suppli-
ers, buyers, bankers, technical service
providers, development-promoting agen-
cies and the Government (for their enti-
tlements), among others. One of the
FPO’s important roles is linking farmers
to reliable and affordable sources of
financing in the funding ecosystem to
meet their working capital, infrastructure,
development and other needs. The col-
lective works to reorient the enabling
environment by influencing policies in
this direction. The extension services
available through the collectives include
augmenting farmer capacity through
agricultural best practices, agronomic
advice, training on use of bio-fertiliser,
pest management, modern harvesting
techniques and access to optimal envi-
ronmental practices. The success of a col-

lective hinges on many factors: The tech-
nical support it receives, its institution-
al base, social and professional compo-
sition, land access and cropping patterns
of members and adaptation of the model
to the local context. 

Sadly, rich farmers are significantly
more likely to participate than the less
privileged. They often become adminis-
trative members and use services sub-
stantially more for themselves than for
rank-and-file members. It is, thus, nec-
essary to strengthen democratic process-
es in these institutions.

Most promoters of the value chain
are now successfully using the sub-sec-
tor approach, which allows for a focus on
specific sub-sectors and helps in strength-
ening the ecosystem within which they
are able to transition from a comparative
to a competitive advantage. The value
chain also facilitates capacity building
support and use of modern tools includ-
ing technology that can help to improve
weather forecasting, agricultural process-
ing, soil health monitoring crop identi-
fication as well as damage control, and
mapping of available water resources.
Some of these collectives are using dig-
ital tools to make farming climate-
resilient, nutrition-sensitive and inclusive.
The farmers are also able to achieve
increase in the quantity, quality and con-
sistency of production of crops. For
achieving better scale, the value chain
needs to steward limited resources and
build production systems that natural sys-
tems can support over time. This logic
embraces the use of soil management
regimes that incorporate modest, target-
ed use of synthetic fertilisers to boost
farmer incomes and production without
affecting the quality of soil. The techni-

cal support is complemented by better
water management through rain water
harvesting and recharging of the ground
water table; introduction of multi-crop-
ping and diverse agro-based activities; use
of low-cost and small plot irrigation tech-
nologies, which are commercially viable
and environment-friendly. There is also
a need for a policy to pool land or
increase the size of holdings through col-
lective farming or some other way.
Consolidation of small-holders’ land
holdings through cooperatives can also
create synergies, especially for the leas-
ing of large equipment or bulk input
orders.  It helps in creating cold storage
for controlling post-harvest losses.
Financing for setting up micro-irrigation
facilities and rainwater harvesting mod-
ules would help create an infrastructure
for sustainable water supply and hence
aid farm productivity.

FPOs should also be encouraged to
participate in Minimum Support Price-
based procurement operations. The
eNAM platform can connect farmers
with distant buyers. However, the biggest
limitation of eNAM and other similar
programmes seems to be that the vast
majority of farmers are not tech-savvy.
This is further compounded by low inter-
net penetration and erratic electric sup-
ply. We need robust farmer-producer
institutions which will have capital and
the risk-taking ability to set up process-
ing zones which are critical for prevent-
ing losses on account of rotting food-
grains. Together with FPOs, farmers can
be their own middlemen and India can
finally see the dream of farmers’ incomes
being doubled being realised.

(The writer is a well known develop-
ment professional)
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The 16th century King of England,
Henry VIII, usurped the power
of the Catholic Church when it

refused to approve his desire to annul
his marriage, so he could wed anoth-
er woman  “more worthy of the
throne.” According to the American
professor of law, G Marcus Cole, this
is when the State took over the roles
that were once the exclusive domains
of the Church, i.e. defining morality.
Cole says that since the king’s author-
ity did not extend to marital issues,
Henry simply assumed by force the
Church’s duties and powers. 

Despite the fact that in Europe,
politically, the Church and the State
began to be separated from the 18th
century, there was always a distance
between the two, regarding social and

religious matters. For example, issues
such as homosexuality, divorce, adul-
tery and so on were hardly ever put
before a monarch because these were
matters of morality and thus the
domain of the Church. But when the
political divorce of the Church and the
State was complete, citizens expected
the State to define morality and legis-
late laws to punish immorality.

This was easier said than done,
because this meant assuming a role that
was once the domain of the Church,
which had been sidelined because it
was thought to be against the princi-
ples of enlightenment, such as reason,
science and modernity. Nevertheless,
according to Cole, ever since Henry’s
move, the State has increasingly occu-
pied and further assumed the tradition-
al functions of the Church. 

The same was the case in Muslim
empires, where the monarchs initial-
ly let Islamic scholars and judges
define, resolve and judge matters of
morality and piety. But increasingly,
because of issues of morality overlap-
ping political matters, Muslim mon-
archs began to trespass the domains of
the Ulema (a body of Muslim scholars)
often leaving them fuming. The Ulema

believed that the monarchs were inter-
preting and defining religious laws
because of pragmatic reasons, more
than their desire to create a morally cor-
rect society. It is this approach that still
drives the dynamics of the modern
State and its legislative relationship with
morality. Whereas legislating or enact-
ing laws against crimes such as theft,
murder or rape have a tangible neces-
sity to maintain a moral order in soci-
ety, the problem arises when a State
tries to formulate laws against what it
believe causes such crimes.

In Pakistan, for example, over the
years, governments have often enact-
ed legislation and issued ordinances to
deal with what they assume causes
crimes such as rape and child abuse.
During the Zia-ul-Haq dictatorship in
the 1980s, decrees and “advisories”
were issued about how men and
women (especially the latter) should
dress on TV and in public. Zia’s
“chaadar aur chaardewari” (veil and
four walls) motto encouraged women
to stay indoors and only venture out in
a veil, to avoid sexual harassment or
rape. This line of thinking was vehe-
mently opposed by various women’s
organisations. They saw it as an idea

emitting from the psyche of a male dic-
tator who was putting the blame on
women for being abused by men. 

No serious discussion was ever
attempted by the Government to
understand the causes behind rape and
harassment, beyond that unidimen-
sional rhetorical solution to keep
women inside the four walls of the
house and in a veil. Of course, the issue
of young boys being raped, many of
them in madrasas, was conveniently
ignored, and so were incidents in which
women, who regularly covered them-
selves in the veil, could not escape
harassment.

Second, on September 20, this year,
the Pakistani lawmaker Shandana
Gulzar Khan quoted figures by the
rights group War on Rape in which it
was disclosed that, on many occasions,
rapists are known to the victims and
include family members. So this means
a large number of rapes are taking place
inside the chaardewari.

Recently, the Imran Khan
Government, echoing the famous
Islamic evangelist, Tariq Jameel, has
come up with a similar rationale
behind the frightening increase in rape
cases of women and of children, both

male and female. According to Jameel,
co-education is one reason, whereas to
Khan, the reasons range from
Hollywood and Bollywood films and
the Chinese mobile phone app Tik-
Tok! In Europe and the US, psychol-
ogists and psychiatrists have, for
decades, been conducting studies
whether “obscenity” in cultural prod-
ucts generates actual deviant behaviour.
The results have been entirely incon-
clusive. This is what courts in Europe
and the US have been struggling with.
Professor of law Daniel Piar says that,
from the mid-20th century, courts in
the US began to discourage legislation
on the basis of morality. Those who
support this position give the example
of the 1920 prohibition imposed on
alcoholic beverages in the US.

It was a decision by the
Government based on decades of lob-
bying by puritanical Christian groups,
who often provided “proof” of how
alcohol was ravaging the moral fabric
of American society. Yet, 13 years later,
in 1933, the Government had to repeal
the law. In a January 2020 article for
The Atlantic, Annika Neklason writes
that prohibition caused twice the
amount of corruption and violence

than the prohibitionists claimed con-
suming liquor did. Enacting laws to
curb an activity, because that activity
is defined as being immoral, and the
cause behind tangible disruption in
society make for a complicated exer-
cise. For example, rape or child abuse
are clearly tangible misdeeds. The
procedure to determine their cause,
however, is the domain of psychologists
and sociologists, who must weigh in
before the Government can legislate
laws to address the causes. But this
hardly ever happens in Pakistan, where
successive governments and the State
often take unilateral action to deter-
mine and then define causes in this
context and impose curbs against
them. The most they do is confer with
Ulema. Therefore, the determined
causes of rape and child abuse draw
some entirely knee-jerk rationale that
does not go beyond pleas to put
women behind walls, wrap them in a
veil or ban “obscene” cultural products. 

There’s another reason why this
happens. According to the American
scholar of law, Louis Henkin, since it
is problematic to substantiate that an
activity defined as being “obscene”
causes certain criminal offences, courts

and governments forbid them, not
because there is proof that they lead to
crimes, but because they are deemed
offensive to large sections of society.
This is common in polities that define
themselves as being morally correct.

When recently, PTV aired a seg-
ment in which a woman was shown
exercising with a male fitness coach, a
conservative journalist tweeted, “Is this
(the) Islamic Republic of Pakistan?” Of
course, he couldn’t claim that the seg-
ment would lead to any heinous crime,
it was just him being offended by it
because, in his mind, an Islamic
Republic should behave in a particu-
lar manner. Anything contradicting
this manner needs to be banned
because it is offensive. 

The American legal philosopher,
Lon Fuller, describes this as “morality
of aspiration” or a conception of moral
principles to which humans ought to
aspire. He discouraged legislation
based on morality of aspiration because
it often ends up enshrining flawed and
populist concepts of virtue that do
nothing to address the larger crimes
that these ideas of virtue are pretend-
ing to combat.

(Courtesy: Dawn)
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Islamabad: Afghanistan’s
Taliban on Thursday welcomed
a tweet from President Donald
Trump in which he promised to
have the last of the US’s troops
out of Afghanistan by
Christmas.

If that withdrawal happens,
it would be months ahead of
schedule and the tweet made no
reference to a Taliban promise
to fight terrorist groups — a
previous pre-requisite for an
American withdrawal.

America’s exit from
Afghanistan after 19 years was
laid out in an agreement
Washington reached with the
Taliban in February. 

However, that agreement
said U.S. Troops would be out

of Afghanistan in 18 months
provided the Taliban honored
a commitment to fight terror-
ist groups, with most attention
seemingly focused on the
Islamic State group affiliate in
the country.

Taliban spokesman
Zabihullah Mujahed said
Trump’s statement was wel-
come and he considered it a
positive step for the imple-
mentation of the peace agree-
ment between the US and the
Taliban.

The Taliban are “committed
to the contents of the agreement
and hopes for good and posi-
tive relations with all countries,
including the U.S, in the future,”
he said.  AP
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AEuropean Union commis-
sioner on Thursday urged

the countries of the Western
Balkans to create a single eco-
nomic area to better feel the
benefits of the bloc’s invest-
ment plans.

Oliver Varhelyi, the EU
commissioner who oversees
issues surrounding the bloc’s
enlargement, was in Kosovo as
part of a tour of the Balkans.
He urged Kosovo to “speed up
the reforms because these
investments go hand in hand
with the reform efforts.” The
EU this week approved a 9 bil-
lion-euro (USD 10.58 billion)
package of grants for the

Western Balkan countries
through 2027.

Varhelyi said they are “in
coordination with our inter-
national financial institution
partners to create an additional
20 billion euros (USD 23.5 bil-
lion) in guarantees for the
region.” The sum would
amount to a third of the
region’s GDP, and the EU
expects it to boost the econo-
my by three to four percent.

“It is crucial to have a sin-
gle economic area in the
Balkans, because these invest-
ments will only bring the ben-
efits if these investments work
regionally,” Varhelyi said at a
news conference with Kosovar
Prime Minister Avdullah Hoti. 
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Nepal on Thursday record-
ed its highest number of

coronavirus cases in a single
day with 4,364 people testing
positive for COVID-19, taking
the nationwide tally to 98,617.

The country also reported
12 new deaths on Thursday,
pushing the number of fatali-
ties to 590, the health ministry
said.

Among the new cases,
2,540 have been reported from
within Kathmandu valley
alone, according to a health
ministry official.

Washington: The much-await-
ed vice presidential debate
between Kamala Harris and
Mike Pence saw the duo spar-
ring on US President Donald
Trump’s handling of the
COVID-19 pandemic, jobs,
China, racial tensions and cli-
mate change, less than four
week’s ahead of the election.

Harris, the Democratic
Party’s vice president nominee
described the Trump’s han-
dling of the COVID-19 pan-
demic as the “greatest failure of
any presidential administra-
tion in the history” of America
as she opened the vice  debate
with a sharp attack on Vice
President Pence, who leads the
president’s coronavirus task
force.

Wednesday night’s live
debate at The University of
Utah in Salt Lake City was a
civil one between the two lead-
ers, separated by plexiglass
barriers, compared to last
week’s showdown between

President Trump and his
Democratic challenger and
former vice president Joe
Biden, which degenerated into
insults and name-calling.  

Pence, did not interrupt as
much as Trump last week dur-
ing the first presidential debate,
but when he did Harris inter-
jected: “Mr Vice-President, I’m
speaking, I’m speaking.”

During the 90-minute one-
off debate before the November

3 presidential election, Harris,
55, and Pence, 61, stuck to their
known campaign positions on
major topics.

Pence, who entered the
debate as an underdog, was
seen vigorously defending the
actions of the Trump
Administration during the past
nearly four years.

Harris, who scripted yet
another history, by becoming
the first person of Indian

descent to be on the stage of a
vice presidential debate,
charmed with her smiling face
throughout while responding
to answers to Pence with facts
and figures with the same
assertiveness as she started her
career as a district attorney in
San Francisco.

“This administration has
forfeited their right to re-elec-
tion,” she asserted at the start
of the debate moderated by
journalist Susan Page from
USA Today newspaper.

“Biden wants to go back to
the economic surrender to
China that when we took office,
half of our international trade
deficit was with China alone,”
Pence fired back during the
debate, which moved from one
segment to the other every 10
minutes.

Harris slammed the Trump
Administration for its han-
dling of the COVID-19 pan-
demic as the country is now the
world’s worst-hit nation. PTI

Jakarta: Protests in many
Indonesian cities turned violent
on Thursday as thousands of
enraged students and workers
criticized a new law they say
will cripple labour rights and
harm the environment.

Clashes between rock-
throwing demonstrators and
riot police broke out near
Jakarta’s presidential palace as
police tried to disperse the
protesters, including workers
and high school and universi-
ty students.

President Joko Widodo is
visiting Central Kalimantan

province and was not in the
palace.

Police fired tear gas at the
protesters from several high
schools and universities as they
tried to approach the palace
compound, turning roads into
a smoke-filled battleground.
The protesters fought back,
hurling rocks and bottles.

An angry mob burned a
traffic police post at an inter-
section near the palace, while
other protesters set fires to tires
and fibreglass road barriers.

Similar clashes occurred in
large cities all over the country,

including Yogyakarta, Medan,
Makassar, Manado and
Bandung, the capital of West
Java province, where police
arrested 209 people during
two days of violent protests.

Organisers have called for
a three-day national strike
starting on Tuesday demanding
that the government revoke the
legislation.

The Job Creation Law
approved by Parliament on
Monday is expected to sub-
stantially change Indonesia’s
labour system and natural
resources management.  AP

Bangkok: The de facto deten-
tion of 130,000 ethnic
Rohingya in squalid camps in
Myanmar amounts to a form of
apartheid, a human rights
group alleged on Thursday in
urging the world to pressure
Aung San Suu Kyi’s govern-
ment to free them.

The camps are a legacy of
long discrimination against the
Muslim Rohingya minority in
Buddhist-dominated Myanmar
and were the immediate con-

sequence of communal vio-
lence that began in 2012
between the Rohingya and the
Buddhist Rakhine ethnic group. 

The fighting left people in
both groups homeless, but
almost all of the Rakhine have
since returned to their homes
or been resettled, while the
Rohingya have not.

Human Rights Watch in its
new report said inhuman con-
ditions in 24 tightly restricted
camps and closed-off commu-
nities in the western state of
Rakhine threaten the right to
life and other basic rights of the
Rohingya.

“Severe limitations on
livelihoods, movement, educa-
tion, health care, and adequate

food and shelter have been
compounded by widening con-
straints on humanitarian aid,
which Rohingya depend on for
survival,” the report said. 

“Camp detainees face high-
er rates of malnutrition, water-
borne illnesses, and child and
maternal mortality than their
ethnic Rakhine neighbours.” 

“The government’s claims
that it’s not committing the
gravest international crimes
will ring hollow until it cuts the
barbed wire and allows
Rohingya to return to their
homes, with full legal protec-
tions,” said Shayna Bauchner,
Asia researcher at Human
Rights Watch and author of the
report. AP
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US President Donald
Trump has warned that

China will have to “pay a big
price” for the spread of coro-
navirus globally.

Less than 50 hours after he
returned to the White House
from a military hospital where
he was treated for the deadly
virus, Trump in a video post-
ed on Twitter from the Rose
Garden outside the Oval
Office blamed China for the
global spread of the COVID-
19 pandemic.

The deadly coronavirus
originated from the central
Chinese city of Wuhan late last
year and spread across the
world, killing 1,054,674 and
infecting 36,077,017. The US
is the worst-hit nation with
211,793 deaths and 7,549,429
infections.

“It wasn’t your fault that
this happened. It was China’s
fault. And China’s going to pay

a big price for what they’ve
done to this country. China is
going to pay a big price for
what they’ve done to the
world. This was China’s fault.
Just remember that,” Trump
said in the video message.

Though the president did
not give the details of the mea-
sures, in recent months the
Trump administration has ini-
tiated several actions against
China, including imposing
visa restrictions on the ruling
Chinese Communist Party
(CCP) officials. Trump and
Secretary of State Mike
Pompeo have also been reach-
ing out to their counterparts
across the world against
China.

Trump, 74, and First Lady
Melania Trump, 50, were test-
ed positive for COVID-19 last
week. The president was taken
to the Walter Reed National
Military Medical Centre for
treatment, while the First Lady
remained at White House.

After four days, Trump was
discharged from the hospital
on Monday. 

On Wednesday, the House
Foreign Affairs Committee
released its final report on the
origins of COVID-19. 

“The big takeaway should
come as no surprise: China
actively lied to the World
Health Organisation and did
their best to cover up the
virus,” Congressman Brian
Mast claimed.

“China’s total lack of
transparency and mishandling
of the coronavirus outbreak
has cost hundreds of thou-
sands of lives, millions of jobs
and left untold economic
destruction. Sadly, this isn’t
new behaviour for China. The
CCP has a long history of
manipulation and it’s well-
past time we hold them
accountable for their crimes.
Together, we must ensure that
nothing like this ever happens
again!” he said. 

Mexico City: Mario Molina,
winner of the Nobel Prize in
chemistry in 1995 and the only
Mexican scientist to be honored
with a Nobel, died Wednesday
in his native Mexico City. He
was 77 years old.

Molina’s family announced
his death in a brief statement
through the institute that car-
ried his name. It did not give a
cause of death.  He won the
prize along with scientists Frank
Sherwood Rowland of the
United States and Paul Crutzen
of the Netherlands for their
research into climate change.

Molina and Rowland pub-
lished a paper in 1974 that saw
the thinning of the ozone layer
as a consequence of chloroflu-
orocarbons, or CFCs, chemicals
used in a range of products. 

Molina’s work contributed
to the drafting of the first
international treaty on the sub-
ject, the Montreal Protocol,
which phased out the use of the
chemicals. AP
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Washington: US President
Donald Trump on Thursday
called Kamala Harris, who is
making US history as the first
Black woman vice presidential
candidate, a “monster.”

Trump, far behind in the
contest for the White House on
November 3 and doing espe-
cially badly in polling of
women voters, used the word
twice, calling the Democrat
“this monster.”

Speaking to Fox Business
News for almost an hour in his
first interview since falling sick
with the coronavirus, Trump
said Vice President Mike Pence
“destroyed” Harris in their
debate Wednesday in Utah.

“Everything she says is a
lie,” Trump said. AFP
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Stockholm: American poet
Louise Glück won the Nobel
Prize in Literature on Thursday
for her “candid and uncom-
promising” work, which looks
unflinchingly and with biting
humour at the losses and trau-
mas of family life.

She joins a handful of
American poets who have
received the prize, which has
been dominated by novelists
throughout its 112-year histo-
ry. The last American to win
was Bob Dylan in 2016.

She is also one of the few
women — the 16th female
Nobel Literature laureate.

The Nobel Committee
praised Glück “for her unmis-
takable poetic voice that with
austere beauty makes individ-
ual existence universal” in the
citation read during the
announcement in Stockholm
by Mats Malm, the permanent
secretary of the Swedish
Academy.  AP
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New Delhi:The telecom tariff
hike is imminent as service
providers need to make sizeable
payouts on statutory dues, spec-
trum buys, regular revenue
share obligations and auction
instalments, making ARPU
expansion critical, Icra Ratings
said on Thursday.

Pointing to the sector's debt
levels and the pressing need for
companies to bring it down, Icra
said that given the "precarious
position" of the balance sheet of
the industry, "India is likely to
give a miss to the 5G call for
some time".

Further, it said that despite
some easing of competitive
intensity, it is still some time to
go before the tough competition
recedes.This is because it is
unclear whether the next round
of tariff hikes would be across
the industry or limited only to
telcos facing adjusted gross rev-
enue (AGR) payment.

"...ARPU improvement and
further tariff hikes are on the
cards, given the fact that telecom
service providers are required to

make sizeable payouts in terms
of AGR liabilities, spectrum
purchase, regular revenue share
to the government and auction
instalments (which start from
fiscal 2023)," Icra said in a
statement.

Hence, a sustainable and
sizeable average revenue per
user (ARPU) expansion is crit-
ical.

"While the industry still
grapples with elevated debt lev-
els and weak debt coverage
metrics, the last fiscal has wit-
nessed some respite in terms of
steady ARPU improvement dri-
ven mainly by the tariff hikes
implemented in December
2019, the deleveraging measures
are undertaken by the telcos,
and moderation of capex inten-
sity," said Anupama Arora, Vice
President and Sector Head,
Corporate Ratings, Icra.

And though clarity has
emerged around the AGR
issues, the relatively short time-
frame allowed by the Supreme
Court acts as a "dampener",
Arora said. PTI

New Delhi:India's economy
has shown a remarkable
resilience in the last few
months, braving the impact of
the coronavirus pandemic with
lead indicators such as manu-
facturing PMI and exports
returning to growth trajectory,
Assocham said on Thursday.

The chamber's Assessment
on State of Economy (AASE)
report pointed towards a fur-
ther pick up in the coming
months. 

"Be it India's Purchasing
Managers' Index (PMI -
Manufacturing) or PMI for
Services, robust recovery is
visible, AASE noted. PTI

New Delhi:Having missed most
of the first three industrial rev-
olutions, India has its chance to
lead the fourth industrial revo-
lution through a convergence of
its IT prowess, ultra-high-speed
internet connectivity and afford-
able smart devices, billionaire
Mukesh Ambani said on
Thursday.

The richest Indian man,
who heads the nation's most
valuable company Reliance
Industries Ltd, said his group's
telecom and digital unit Jio was
conceived to provide the key
ingredients needed to lead the
fourth industrial revolution.

India missed the first two
industrial revolutions and the

changes brought about by them.
During the third industrial rev-
olution, where information tech-
nology came to prominence,
India joined the race but still
remained behind, trying to catch
up with the leaders.

"As we step into the fourth
industrial revolution, India has
the opportunity, not just to catch
up with the leaders but to emerge
as a global leader itself," he said
at TM Forum's Digital
Transformation World Series.

The fourth industrial revo-
lution, he said, is driven by the
convergence of digital and phys-
ical technologies such as digital
connectivity, cloud and edge-
computing. PTI

New Delhi: The government
on Thursday said it has nearly
doubled fund allocation for
Special Accelerated Road
Development Programme in
North Eastern Areas (SARDP-
NE) in the current fiscal to Rs
760 crore.

A sum of Rs 390 crore
expenditure was envisaged to
be incurred from National
Investment Fund for the region
during 2020-21.

The Ministry of Road
Transport and Highways
(MoRTH) in a statement said
it has enhanced the allocation
of funds for expenditure under
SARDP-NE related works dur-
ing the current financial year
and under the revised alloca-
tion, almost double the amount
originally allocated has been
allowed.

"Against the earlier Rs 390
crore expenditure envisaged
to be incurred from the
National Investment Fund dur-
ing 2020-21, a sum of Rs 760
crore has been set aside for the
same period. PTI

Mumbai: The performance of
auto component makers is
expected to remain subdued in
the September quarter this fiscal
over the year-ago period, but
may witness significant improve-
ment on a sequential basis, rat-
ing agency Icra said on 
Thursday.

For 2020-21, it expects the
revenue of auto ancillaries, except
tyre segment, to drop by 16-20
per cent following the double-
digit decline during FY2020.

Tyre manufacturers, accord-
ing to the release, are expected
to perform better, with revenue
decline likely to be in the high
single-digit. PTI

New Delhi: Diesel and petrol
prices remained unchanged on
Thursday closing on a week
without any revision in the
retail price of the two petrole-
um products.

Petrol and diesel prices
saw a lot of volatility in the
months of July, August and
September when prices moved
up and down at frequent inter-
vals with diesel prices witness-
ing fall lately.

With no change in petrol
and fiscal prices on Thursday,
the fuel prices have not been
revised for sixth consecutive
day. In fact, Petrol prices have
remained steady for last 16
days. IANS

New Delhi:The Finance
Ministry on Thursday said
banks have sanctioned loans of
about Rs 1,87,579 crore to 50.7
lakh business units under the
Rs 3-lakh crore Emergency
Credit Line Guarantee Scheme
(ECLGS) for the MSME sector
impacted by slowdown caused
by the coronavirus pandemic.

Of this, about 27 lakh
MSME units received cumula-
tive disbursement of Rs
1,36,140 crore till October 5.

The scheme is the biggest
fiscal component of the Rs 20-
lakh crore Aatmanirbhar
Bharat Abhiyan package
announced by Finance
Minister Nirmala Sitharaman
in May to mitigate the distress
caused by lockdown due to
COVID-19 by providing cred-
it to different sectors, especial-
ly micro, small and medium
enterprises (MSMEs).

The latest numbers on
ECLGS, as released by the
finance ministry, comprise dis-
bursements by all 12 public sec-
tor banks (PSBs), 24 private sec-
tor banks and 31 non-banking
financial companies (NBFCs).

"As of 5 Oct 2020, the total
amount sanctioned under the
100% Emergency Credit Line
Guarantee Scheme by #PSBs,
private banks & NBFCs to
#MSMEs & individuals stands at
Rs 1,87,579 cr, of which Rs
1,36,140 cr has already been dis-
bursed," the finance minister said
in a tweet.The loan amounts
sanctioned by PSBs increased to
Rs 81,648.82 crore, of which Rs
68,814.43 crore has been dis-
bursed as of October 5, she 
said. PTI

Washington: The World Bank
on Thursday said that India's
GDP is expected to contract by
9.6 per cent this fiscal which is
reflective of the national lock-
down and the income shock
experienced by households and
firms due to the COVID-19
pandemic, noting that the
country's economic situation is
“much worse” than ever seen
before.

The Washington-based
global lender, in its latest South
Asia Economic Focus report
ahead of the annual meeting of
the World bank and
International Monetary Fund,
forecasts a sharper than expect-
ed economic slump across the
region, with regional growth
expected to contract by 7.7 per
cent in 2020, after topping six
per cent annually in the past
five years.

“India's GDP is expected
to contract by 9.6 per cent in
the fiscal year that started in
March,” the World Bank said in
the report released here.

Regional growth is pro-

jected to rebound to 4.5 per
cent in 2021, it said.

Factoring in population
growth, however, income-per-
capita in the region will remain
6 per cent below 2019 esti-
mates, indicating that the
expected rebound will not off-
set the lasting economic dam-
age caused by the pandemic, it
said.

“The situation is much
worse in India than we have
ever seen before,” Hans
Timmer, World Bank Chief
Economist for South Asia told
reporters during a conference
call. “It is an exceptional situ-
ation in India. A very dire out-
look,” he said.

There was a 25 per cent
decline in GDP in the second
quarter of the year, which is the
first quarter of the current fis-
cal year in India.

In the report, the World
bank said that the spread of the
coronavirus and containment
measures have severely dis-
rupted supply and demand
conditions in India. PTI

New Delhi: Shares of RIL on
Thursday came under selling
pressure and declined nearly 1
per cent after Amazon.Com Inc
slapped a legal notice on Future
Group over its Rs 24,713 crore
asset sale to the Mukesh
Ambani-led conglomerate.

The stock dipped 0.81 per
cent to close at Rs 2,238.90 on the
BSE. During the day, it declined
1.53 per cent to Rs 2,222.40.

On the NSE, it closed at Rs
2,239.25, lower by 0.80 per cent.
Future Group stocks also wit-
nessed selling pressure, where
Future Lifestyle Fashions Ltd
tumbled 6.20 per cent,Future
Retail Ltd tanked 5.44 per cent
and Future Enterprises Ltd
declined 4.94 per cent. PTI

For the benefit of the consumers of BSES
Rajdhani Power Limited (BRPL), espe-

cially those residing in West Delhi, a new
Permanent Lok Adalat (PLA), Delhi’s third,
was virtually inaugurated recently by the
Hon’ble Ms Justice Hima Kohli, Judge, Delhi
High Court and Executive Chairperson,
Delhi State Legal Services Authority (DSLSA)
in Vikaspuri. Being established by the
DSLSA, this is the first exclusive PLA for a
discom in Delhi. Earlier, the residents of West
Delhi had to travel some distance to file their
cases at the PLA at ITO in Central Delhi. The
establishment of the PLA at Vikaspuri will
greatly help the electricity consumers of West
Delhi.  Apart from the traditional route, West
Delhi consumers will also be able to avail ser-
vices of the virtual  E-PLA at Vikaspuri.  For
the functioning of the E-PLA, Hon’ble
Judges of the PLA court, Court Staff, accused
and BSES officials simultaneously participate
from the safety of their homes and offices.  

Plus Approach Foundation
(PAF), a non-profit organi-

zation endeavouring to devel-
op positive ecosystem, positive
thinking & positive actions, has
successfully launched and
worked on projects like Positive
Village, Positive school, Positive
organization etc. Speaking on
the occasion of sharing the
thoughts of Mahatma Gandhi
and Lal Bahadur Shastri vision
of world of peaceful coexis-
tence Ashutosh Karnatak,
Chief Mentor and curator
enthused youth and profes-
sionals all-around develop-
ment and transformation of
society and organizations
towards Positivity.

The program started with

the discussion on the rele-
vance of the subject topic in the
current context. All the speak-
ers emphasized the impor-
tance of Gandhiji’s thoughts in
keeping oneself positive in the
difficult circumstances that are
being faced currently world-
wide.

Further, Dr Karnatak took
the narrative story telling con-
cept to bring the essence of
Gandhiji in life of individuals
to maintain positivity all 
across.

Different anecdotes from
Gandhiji’s life were narrated by
the eminent speakers to put
across the importance of key
positive attributes one needs to
imbibe in current times.

In view of providing additional healthcare facility
to the people of Delhi NCR, Northern Railway on

demand of the State Govt is providing 503 isolation
coaches equivalent to 8048 beds as Covid Care
Centers at 9 different stations of Delhi area i,e; at
AnandVihar Terminal, Shakurbasti, Delhi Sarai
Rohilla ,Safdarjung, Delhi Shahdara, Adarsh Nagar,
Delhi Cantt, Badli and Tughlakabad. All these sta-
tions have good infrastructure for maintaining
these coaches and also proper approach roads for
movement of ambulances etc. Sh. Rajiv Chaudhry,
General Manager Northern & North Central Railways
informed that a total number of 667 patients have
been admitted at Shakurbasti Covid Care Center till
date out of which 634 have been discharged/ shift-
ed and 33 patients are still under treatment there.
Northern Railway is committed to do all kinds of
efforts/ help to fight the war against Corona.

Patient feedback on railway arrangements and
catering service is very positive and satisfactory.

Mumbai: Axis Mutual Fund,
one of the country's fast evolv-
ing mutual fund houses has
introduced its new digital cam-
paign called "ShuruaatSIPse"
with the aim to educate
investors about the importance
of SIPs to meet the intended
financial objective. 

The current pandemic has
taught us about the importance
of disciplined investing. Risk-
taking capacities have changed
drastically over the course of
the last six months, and in such
a situation SIPs are an ideal
solution to protect and grow
our hard earned money. 

Due to multiple benefits
such as flexibility, disciplined
approach, rupee cost averaging,
and compounding potential,
SIPs hold a significant place in
one's investment 
portfolio. 

The new digital campaign
by Axis Mutual Fund,
"ShuruaatSIPse" aims to make
investors realise that at any
given point in their lives, a
secure investment portfolio
will be of paramount promi-
nence. 

The digital campaign aims
to bring home the point that
whether we are aiming to start
our career as a musician, or
venturing into our own busi-
nesses, or even starting on the
journey to create our own
wealth, a systematic and disci-
plined form of investing is a
must.
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India Inc needs to play a
greater role in achieving the

climate goals as well as in
removing digital disparities
besides ensuring food and
energy security aiming to uplift
the poor,  said Rajya Sabha MP
Suresh Prabhu at a virtual
meet ‘B-20 Global Dialogue in
India’ organised here by CII,
think tank Research and
Information System (RIS) for
Developing Countries  and the
Indian National Science
Academy.

Mumbai:The BSE Sensex rallied
for the sixth straight day to
reclaim the 40,000-mark on
Thursday, with IT shares hog-
ging the limelight after robust
results from TCS indicated that
the worst may be over for the
software services industry. 

After soaring over 400
points during the day, the 30-
share benchmark ended 303.72
points, or 0.76 per cent, higher
at 40,182.67. 

The Sensex has closed above
the crucial 40,000-mark after
February 25 this year. 

The broader NSE Nifty
climbed 95.75 points, or 0.82 per
cent, to finish at 11,834.60. 

UltraTech Cement topped
the Sensex gainers' chart with a
jump of 3.24 per cent, followed
by TCS, HCL Tech, Infosys,
HDFC Bank, Sun Pharma and
Tech Mahindra.

India's largest software ser-
vices firm Tata Consultancy
Services (TCS) has reported a 4.9
per cent rise in consolidated net

profit to Rs 8,433 crore for the
September 2020 quarter, and also
announced a share buyback plan
of up to Rs 16,000 crore. 

On the other hand, ONGC,
ITC, Reliance Industries, L&T,
PowerGrid and Asian Paints
were among the major lag-
gards, shedding up to 2.84 per
cent. 

RIL came under selling
pressure after Amazon.Com
Inc slapped a legal notice on
Future Group over its Rs 24,713
crore asset sale to the Mukesh
Ambani-led conglomerate. 

"A good start to Q2 result led
by the IT and banking sector,
along with positive announce-
ments like buyback has lifted the
market. At the same time, expec-
tation of a stimulus in India and
the US has improved.  

"Initially, the thought was
that the domestic stimulus will
be small due to weak fiscal
position, which changed posi-
tively post few comments from
government officials, and now

the expectation has become
bigger.  "In the US, an inter-
mediary aid has been provid-
ed before the final stimulus
which is expected post the
election. PTI
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Mumbai:The rupee strength-
ened by 9 paise to close at 73.24
against the US dollar on
Thursday, supported by posi-
tive domestic equities and weak
American currency.

At the interbank forex mar-
ket, the rupee traded in a nar-
row range. It opened at 73.29
against the American curren-
cy and gained further ground
to settle at 73.24, up 9 paise
from its previous close of 73.33.

This is the second con-
secutive session of gain for the
rupee. PTI
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Kolkata: Manoj Joshi, General
Manager, Metro Railway today
(08.10.2020) administered the
COVID-19  pledge to all  the
officers and staff of Metro
Railway at Metro Rail 
Bhavan. 

Through the pledge,
all Metromen promised to take
necessary precautions to pre-
vent  the spread of the  deadly
COVID-19 virus    by wearing
masks/face covers at public
places, washing their hands
with soap, using sanitizers to
clean their hands and   also
maintaining  social distancing
to battle this 
pandemic. 
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"1B (�5+��)2	('	
�1�4	�<14	- Kattankulathur: Aaruush, the

National Level Techno-
Management Fest of SRM
Institute of Science and
Technology (SRMIST),
Kattankulathur began today on
a festive note. The 14th edition
of this fest will be held online
from 8 October to 12 October
2020.The inaugural was presided
over by Chief Guest Dr. V.K.
Aatre, the Former Director-
General of the Defence Research
and Development Organisation
(DRDO) along with the Guest of
Honour Dr. Raman
Gangakhedkar, the Former Head
Scientist of Epidemiology and
Communicable Diseases at the
Indian Council of Medical
Research (ICMR).
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The young actor Tahir Raj Bhasin will be seen
playing the role of Sunil Gavaskar in the Kabir

Khan directorial ’83. It is about underdog India’s
incredible World Cup winning feat in 1983. Tahir
is glad that the government has given a green sig-
nal for theatres to finally open.

“It is a huge relief that thousands of multiplex
employees and businesses that depend on theatres
being open will finally get some respite. It is a sec-
tor that has endured a very long lockdown. I’m wait-
ing to hear about the film releasing in theatres after
this development. It’s a film that will transform the-
atres into cricket stadiums and is meant for a big
screen experience!” says Tahir.  

He is confident that theatres will do whatever
it takes to make movie-watching a safe experience.
He also urges people to be responsible citizens in
return to fight the virus.

Says he, “Taking precedence over the jubilation
of films in theatres are the safety norms that cine-
ma halls and members of the public must adhere
to as a combined effort. Wearing a mask, keeping
our distance and avoiding stepping out if we exhib-
it COVID-19 symptoms are a safety self-check we
must stick to. As we celebrate the return of the coun-
try’s favourite form of entertainment, we also must
operate very cautiously around the boundaries of
the new normal.”

While dating in 2020 might be dif-
ficult, it doesn’t mean it has to
be any less fun. There are var-

ious new things to be explored this sea-
son. Gen Z is full of creative life hackers
and there are a lot of firsts for dating in
2020. 

Here are some creative tips, tricks and
hacks on how to date from some of the
influencers and content creators —
Mallika Dua, Dolly Singh, Radhika
Bangia, Varun Thakur and Rahul Dua.
They share some ingenious and safe ways
to navigate dating in the new normal. 

Everything Mallika as Sima Taparia
taught us about dating this time

Mallika’s Scheme-a Aunty is the
Tinder and Indian Matchmaking
crossover 2020 needed. She has lots of
tips and tricks for dating this time. They
involve shared menus for virtual dates,
sage advice on compromise and so
much more. Not surprisingly, like 77 per
cent of Tinder members said in a recent
poll, Mallika endorses just staying in your
PJs for a virtual date. 

She says, “A good date is like COVID,
available everywhere and possible any-
time. It’s not a problem if you can’t meet
anyone in person, you can set up a nice
candle light date with them virtually and
tie your sibling to a chair so that they
don’t disturb you.” 

With a hint of humour, she further
says, “Compromise is very important in
any relationship. If you want to watch a
rom-com and your date wants to watch

a thriller, then you must compromise and
watch a rom-com. If you are smart,
funny, nice and lovely, you will meet
many matches, just make sure your
matches know you have other matches
too.” 

If they can’t commit to a mask, how will
they commit to you? Dolly’s reasons to
date 

Virtual dating during social distanc-
ing means longer conversations, casual
clothing and an even sweeter date IRL.

In fact, the year has brought some new
ways that you can use on your first date.
If you are meeting your date from a dis-
tance, Dolly recommends a T-shirt that
reads: Sanitise if you like me.

She lists a few reasons to start dating:

�Use your phone wisely. Download a
dating app where you can meet the
world. 
�Sometimes virtual is better than real-
ity. It gives you the time to ask all the
important questions and reflect. 
�Now meeting will be 100 times more
special as you will wait to test negative
to finally meet.

Radhika’s tips on dating in 2020:
How soon is too soon to reply to a
text? 

Swipe through some memes, do a
dance routine and play with your pet
before replying to a text. She even has
a way to ensure you don’t accidentally
like your matches posts from 2013.

Radhika lists some tips for match-
ing in 2020:

�Don’t give up easily. Keep swiping till
you find the one.
�Don’t reply immediately and don’t be
desperate. 
�How to prevent yourself from liking
their old picture while doing your
research? Well, put a tape around your
thumb so in case you touch your
screen accidentally, you know you are
safe.
�Lastly, when you are done following
all these, whenever you plan to meet
them, put on a sexy mask, maintain
social distancing and give them a hand
sanitiser. 

“Haters gonna hate, daters gonna
date.” Varun on the dating hacks of
this year

What’s the most important dating
hack of 2020 according to Varun aka
Vicky Malhotra? Well, according to him
you need to reinvent yourself, replace
your profile pictures with those of you
doing household chores since in 2020
that is the most attractive quality. Says he,
“Please don’t be the guy with cliche pic-
tures in leather jackets with sunglasses
and a guitar in your hand.” 

His video on how to hack Tinder in
2020 says, “Whether there’s a pandemic
or endemic, dating cannot stop. As the
famous saying goes, “haters are going to
hate and daters are going to date.”
Another important thing about dating
this time is that one has to be responsi-
ble. Unless it’s safe, please don’t go out
and start dating without mask and other
precautionary measures.”

He adds, “Online dating is the way
to go. And for that you need good inter-
net speed because no matter how good
your personality is, if your picture is pix-
elated, running on 256 kbps infront of a
beautiful girl, it’s pretty much pointless.”

He further advices that you should-
n’t try to be something that you are not.
Don’t have quotes for the heck of it. Don’t
quote William Shakespeare or Mark
Twain for no reason. Just chill out.

When sanitisers replace perfume:
Dating this year as told by Rahul 

We’re grateful for the scented sani-
tisers and loving this 2020 dating hack
of writing your name on your mask to
recognise your match if you do decide to
meet IRL.

Trust your elders, especially if it’s
Rahul with a filter. 

This lockdown has seen the end
of automotive journalists like

myself jetting off to exotic locations
to drive a car, stay in a fancy hotel
and return, all usually within 24
hours. Since we are so focussed on
the vehicle that we are driving, we
really don’t get to experience the joys
of either the location or the proper-
ty. Well, those days are long gone, for
now at least, and while some read-
ers (and editors) might not lament
the end of travel, there was one slight
benefit — all automotive writers and
presenters got to drive cars at the
same time.

The fact is that the lockdown has
unfortunately meant that several
manufacturers have had challenges
sending their fleet of media test-
drive cars across the country, and
while dealer cars are an option in a
pinch, dealers are rarely happy los-
ing a vehicle for a day when they
could make actual potential cus-
tomers drive the car. Because the
truth of the matter is that auto jour-
nalists don’t really buy cars. Well, it’s
been three years now that I sold my
last car.

So, it took a while for me to get
my hands on the new Volkswagen
Tiguan AllSpace. This car is differ-
ent from the outgoing Tiguan in the
sense that it has a 190PS two-litre

petrol engine, and crucially is longer
by 215 mm overall, mainly the rear
overhang but there is also a 109 mm
increase in the wheelbase, some-
thing clearly evident on the rear
doors. As a result of these extra eight
inches, Volkswagen manages to fit
in an extra third row. Now, we have
seven seats in the Tiguan and if
you’re wondering where you’ve seen
this story before, there was the
Skoda Kodiaq which was the Group’s
seven-seat competitor in the SUV
space, and the Allspace and the
Kodiaq are mechanically and struc-
turally the same vehicle. It is just that
the Kodiaq isn’t on sale right now as
there is no BS6 variant, which
reduces the possibility of brand
cannibalisation inside the group.

So the Allspace is the Kodiaq,
but this one should not evaluate it
on that front but actually compare
this to the outgoing model. Well,
truth be told, I liked the old, not-so-
long Tiguan. While eight inches

might make a lot of men feel very
happy about themselves, it really
doesn’t do wonders for the Tiguan.
Why do I say that? Well, I’m not a fan
of extended wheelbase variants unless
you’re talking of cars like the A8, 7-
series and S-Class. That is simply
because extended wheelbase vehicles,
particularly vehicles not designed to
function as limousines, compromise
on handling dynamics. Yes, engineers
can mitigate the impact of Newtonian
physics when it comes to such cars
but you keep asking yourself whether
it is worth it.

And like many other three-row
cars, the Allspace’s last row is only
to be used in a pinch. Maybe on the
school run when you don’t have any
need to store luggage. That said, with
the third row down, you can now
store a lot of luggage and by push-
ing the second row further back,
travel in immense comfort. The
Allspace is perfect. If you own a
Labrador, for example, and want to

take your dog with yourself on a hol-
iday, because you can fit some lug-
gage and a dog, and the dog will find
the Allspace a lovely place thanks to
features like the panoramic sun-
roof.

However, I am also a bit disap-
pointed that Volkswagen doesn’t
offer a diesel option on the Allspace
because as nice as the petrol engine
is, you wish that it was a bit torquier.
It is perfect for urban conditions but
on twisty hill roads, you would wish
that you had a diesel motor (or a big-
ger petrol) instead. 

So does this car make sense?
Well, as compared to other cars in its
class, the Allspace which features
‘4Motion’ all-wheel drive is priced at
�33.24 lakh. It is cheaper than the
top-end variants of the Ford
Endeavor, Toyota Fortuner and the
new MG Gloster, but not quite as
large and while it is fabulously well
put-together, I am not sure if it has
the road presence of the competition.

’83 meant for big screen
experience: Tahir 
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Chickpeas, which ideally belong to the
legume family, have been a part of
the middle-eastern, Indian and the

Mediterranean cuisine since thousands of
years. The two kinds of chickpeas — Desi
and Kabuli — are small and dark, and large
and beige-coloured with a thin skin,
respectively. Nutrition experts believe
that looking around at the market today,
we certainly have found a new player in
chickpeas. But why? What for? How did
they get so popular?

Well, they are known to be a great
source of plant-based proteins. They’re
high in minerals, vitamins and dietary
fibre. They can help control the blood
sugar levels, in weight management and
improve digestive health.

According to a study published in the
NCBI, 100 gm cooked chickpea has 164k
calories, 2.59 g fat, 8.86 g protein, 7.6 g
fibre, 27.42 g carbohydrates, 48 mg mag-
nesium, 49 mg calcium, 172 mcg foliate
and 168 mg phosphorous.

It is a low and high-protein superfood
and a great alternative to refined flour
which has zero nutrients. Hence, various
nutrition companies have developed nutri-
tious gluten made of chickpea. So that even
when you are enjoying a delicious bowl of
pasta, you do not have to compromise on
the health factor.
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Being rich in dietary fibre and high

proteins, chickpea keeps you full for a
longer period of time. This results in
reduced appetite and lower calorie intake
which essentially helps in weight manage-
ment.
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Chickpea have a low glycemic index

of 28. It slows the carbohydrate absorption
and prevents sudden a spike in blood sugar,
making it a good choice for diabetics. The
high fibre also helps to prevent inflamma-
tion in individuals suffering from Type-1
diabetes.

Aids in digestion, chickpeas include
both soluble as well as insoluble fibre,
which promotes the growth of good gut
bacteria, thereby supporting healthy diges-
tion. The insoluble fibre in regular bowel
movements and thus prevents constipa-
tion.
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Chickpea is a good source of calcium,
magnesium and potassium — all of which
are highly essential for strong bones. It also
has the lowest level of phytates among all
beans and lentils. Phytates can interfere
with the body’s ability to absorb calcium.
Since chickpeas are soaked before cook-
ing, this step further reduces the phytate
levels in it.
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The magnesium and potassium con-

tent in chickpea helps to maintain healthy
blood pressure levels in the body. The sol-
uble fibre helps to reduce LDL or blood

cholesterol levels. Both these are known
risk factors of heart diseases.
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Chickpea has a number of cancer-

fighting agents such as saponins, selenium,
folate and beta carotenes. All these have
been known to reduce the risk of devel-
oping cancer in breast, lung and colon.
Consumption of chickpea also promotes
the production of butyrate, which is

known to reduce cell proliferation and
induce apoptosis, which in turn may
reduce the risk of colon cancer.
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Nutrients like Manganese V Zincins A

and B in chickpeas help to reduce wrinkles
and age spots. They also help to reduce hair
fall and fight dandruff.

Apply a mask made using chickpea flour
(besan), turmeric powder and water on your

face for 15 minutes, wash it off to see the
desired glow.
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Rich in folate, iron, and vitamin C, all

of which are essential for the synthesis of
haemoglobin, chickpeas makes sure that
adequate levels of vitamin C are present in
the body to absorb iron. Hence, chickpeas
make a valuable addition in the diet, espe-
cially for pregnant women or menopausal

women, who are at higher risk of being
anaemic.

Since they are a rich source of folate,
they act as an essential for pregnant
women. It helps in the baby’s development
and prevents neural tube defects. The rec-
ommended daily intake of folate for
pregnant women is 400 mcg.

The fluctuation of hormones, partic-
ularly the decline in estrogen, is the cause
of many menopausal complaints or symp-
toms. Chickpeas are a good source of phy-
toestrogen, which basically are plant
compound that is incapable of binding to
estrogen receptors and can replace some
of the effects of estrogen that is no longer
being made. Regular consumption of
chickpea thus helps in reducing
menopausal symptoms like hot flashes and
vaginal dryness.

Tips to use: Apart from the all-time
favourite masala, chickpeas can be used
in salads, hummus and also as a roasted
snack. It can be grounded into flour and
used as a thickener in gravies or to make
crunchy pakodas.

(The writer is Nutrition Coach and 
Co-Founder of Naturally Yours.)
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Struggling to figure out their best
eleven, Rajasthan Royals will need

to come up with some quick-fix mea-
sures to snap their three-match los-
ing streak when they take on a formi-
dable Delhi Capitals unit here on
Friday.

The Royals were off to a flying
start, winning both their games at
Sharjah but they have struggled to
adjust to the bigger grounds of Dubai
and Abu Dhabi, slipping to three suc-
cessive defeats.

Now back to the Sharjah Cricket
Stadium, Rajasthan will take inspira-
tion from their two big wins here to
turn things around
against a dominant Delhi.

Led by Shreyas Iyer,
Delhi have looked solid
in all three departments,
winning four out of their
five matches.

For Rajasthan, time is running
out as they still have not been able to
find their best playing XI. While the
return of Ben Stokes will give them
hope but the England allrounder is
currently in quarantine and will be
available only after October 11.

The sudden loss of form of
skipper Steve Smith and Sanju
Samson — who did bulk of the
scoring in the first two match-
es, is as much a reason for
their failure as the lack of
runs from the Indian
batsmen in the
team.

RR did try to
rejig their line-up
against Mumbai
Indians by including
young batsman
Yashasvi Jaiswal and

pacer Kartik Tyagi and Ankit Rajpoot
in the playing XI but it didn’t change
their fortunes. While Jaiswal was out
for a second-ball duck at the top,
Rajpoot went for 42 in his three overs
but young Tyagi showed promise with
his one for 36 on IPL debut.

The good news for RR is the
return to form of opener Jos Buttler,
who scored a fine 44-ball 70 in their
last game.

In bowling, Jofra Archer and Tom
Curran have been left to do the heavy
lifting, while spinner Rahul Tewatia
has not been to produce the break-
throughs consistently.

Delhi, on the other hand, have
been a well-oiled machine, boosting

of a solid bowling unit which
is well supported by the bats-
men.

While skipper Iyer has
been in good form, opener
Prithvi Shaw and Rishabh
Pant have done their job

well. Marcus Stonis too have pro-
duced two smashing fifties so far.

On the bowling front, Kagiso
Rabada has looked ominous with 12
wickets to emerge as the best bowler

in the IPL so far. South African
pacer Anrich Nortje too has deliv-
ered when the team needed him
to.

Harshal Patel, as Ishant
Sharma’s replacement, did well

against Kolkata Knight
Riders with 2 for 34 but he
conceded 43 in their last
match.

A fit-again
Ravichandran Ashwin,
who replaced injured
Amit Mishra, also
returned with one wick-
et for 26 in his come-

back game.
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Chennai Super Kings head
coach Stephen Fleming

said Kedar Jadhav was sent
ahead of Ravindra Jadega and
DJ Bravo in a tense run chase
against Kolkata Knight Riders
because of his ability to play
spin well.

However, Jadhav laboured
to seven off 12 balls as KKR
won the game by 10 runs.

“At the time, we thought
that Kedar could play the
spinner well and dominate,
while Jadeja was there to come
and finish. But in the end
there was too much work to
do and we fell short,” Fleming
said at the press-match confer-
ence.

Jadhav was trolled heavi-
ly on social media following
the defeat.

The New Zealander rued
that their batsmen let it “slip”
despite having so much
resources. The team added
just 14 runs from 11-14 overs,
a period when they lost both

Shane Watson and an in-form
Ambati Rayudu. 

“If we could have got one
of those players to 75-plus and
continued that partnership
for another maybe four or five
overs, the game might have

been a lot different.
“Kolkata hung in there

long enough to put pressure
on us and we just couldn’t

accelerate. We feel disappoint-
ed that we let it slip.”
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Dubai: Former Indian pacer Ashish
Nehra is mighty impressed with the per-
formance of youngsters Devdutt Padikkal
and Ravi Bishnoi in the ongoing edition
of IPL.

Padikkal, who is playing for the
RCB, has been in great form so far, amass-
ing 178 runs in the five innings he has
played. Bishnoi, on the other hand, is ply-
ing his trade with Kings XI Punjab and
he has been able to scalp seven wickets
in six innings he has bowled. 

“Ravi Bishnoi and Devdutt Padikkal,
both have shown great character. As I said
earlier, I would’ve liked Parthiv Patel to
open, but that is out of the picture now.
Looking at the future, I am impressed by
Devdutt Padikkal and Ravi Bishnoi’s
performance,” said Nehra while speaking
on Star Sports show Cricket Connected. 

Meanwhile, former India batting
coach Sanjay Bangar heaped praised on
SunRisers Hyderabad pacer T Natarajan.
Bangar, in particular, has been impressed
with Natarajan’s ability to bowl yorkers
which in turn has sorted out the death
bowling issue for SunRisers. IANS
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The legendary Sunil
Gavaskar believes that T20

cricket doesn’t need much tin-
kering as it is in “pink of
health” but custodians of the
game can consider allowing
two bouncers per over, mov-
ing ahead.

The shortest format, over
the years, has witnessed dom-
inance of batsmen across the
globe with bowlers having lit-
tle to play for on flat decks
with short boundaries.

Does he foresee see a rule
change to ease the pressure off
bowlers?

“The T20 game is doing
very well and there’s no need
to tinker with it,” Gavaskar
told PTI from the UAE where

he is working as a broadcast-
er for the Indian Premier
League.

But the iconic figure did
put forth a few suggestions
which could be seriously con-
sidered by the lawmakers of
the game.

“It is loaded heavily in
favour of the batsmen for
sure. So, give a fast bowler two
bouncers per over and yes the
boundaries can be easily
longer, if the ground authori-
ties want it,” he said.

“Also look at giving an
extra over to the bowler who
takes a wicket in his first three
overs. But seriously there’s no
need to bring any changes at
all,” the 71-year-old opening
great added.

Talking about rules,
Gavaskar suggested that the
TV umpire should be empow-
ered to check whether a non-
striker is backing up too far
even before a bowler has deliv-
ered the ball.

He feels that if TV umpire
finds that the non-striker is
backing up too far, even if
there is a boundary, it should
be ruled “one short” as a
penalty.

Melbourne: Former Australia
captain Allan Border says his
country’s cricket board must not
bow down to the BCCI on the
scheduling changes — the
Sydney Test in particular —
regarding the upcoming mar-
quee tour by India.

The Sydney Test, usually
known as the New Year’s Test,
begins in the first week of
January but has been pushed
back to January 7 in the planned
schedule.

As per the schedule, yet to
be ratified by the BCCI and
Cricket Australia, the ODIs will
be followed by three T20Is in
Adelaide between December 4-
8 and then the four-match Test
series with the opener in
Adelaide from December 17
instead of the traditional
Brisbane.

Border is not amused by the
change in schedule.

“I don’t think it should be a
negotiated scenario,” Border
told Fox Sports News.

“If it’s necessary because of
what is happening globally with
the virus then fair enough, but
if it’s just because they want a bit
of a spell off between Boxing
Day and the New Year’s Test
match then that’s rubbish.

“We’ve been doing this for
how many years now, back-to-
back Test matches? It works a
treat through that Christmas-
New Year period and I would-
n’t be comfortable with it mov-
ing just because India want a
couple more days off.”

Even broadcasters Seven
West Media, the owner of
Channel 7, are crying foul over
the schedule that Cricket
Australia has prepared.

Border added, “I think
they’re just playing mind games.”

“They consider themselves
the strength of world cricket, and
financially that is the case so they
do have a fair say in things. But
if the roles were reversed, we
wouldn’t have much say in the
itinerary, it would just be put in
front of us and these are the
dates that we’re going to play.

“You can negotiate as much
as you like but these are tradi-
tional dates that everyone knows
have been in the calendar forev-
er, so to start negotiating now…
it’s a tough one. I wouldn’t be
bowing down to it — we’ve got
traditional dates, let’s stick with
them.”

Border also criticised the
shifting of the Brisbane Test to
the back-end. PTI
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Teenager Iga Swiatek became
the first Polish woman in 81

years to reach the French Open
final on Thursday as she demol-
ished Argentine qualifier Nadia
Podoroska 6-2, 6-1.

The 19-year-old is yet to
drop a set in the tournament and
will play Australian Open win-
ner Sofia Kenin for the title on
Saturday. The fourth seed con-
tinued her breakthrough season
with a gritty 6-4, 7-5 win over
Kvitova.

The American faltered
when serving for the match at 5-
4 but broke Kvitova in the fol-
lowing game before closing out
the victory over the Czech sev-
enth seed.

Kenin, 21, will try to
become the first woman to win
two Slams in the same season
since Angelique Kerber claimed
the Australian and US Open
titles in 2016.

Kenin has won a tour-lead-
ing 16 matches at majors this
year. She started it by winning at
Melbourne Park  and then
reached the fourth round at the
US Open last month.

It is the third straight year an
American player has reached
two Grand Slam finals after
Serena Williams in 2018 and 19.

Swiatek, ranked 54, has
matched the run of compatriot
Jadwiga Jedrzejowska who fin-
ished runner-up at Roland
Garros in 1939. She is only the

second Polish woman to reach
a Grand Slam final in the Open
era after Agnieszka Radwanska
at Wimbledon in 2012.

Swiatek becomes the sev-
enth unseeded women’s finalist
at Roland Garros. Of the previ-
ous six, only Jelena Ostapenko
in 2017 went on to lift the tro-
phy.

“It seems unreal,”
said Swiatek. “I never
thought at the start I
would play so good
here but I always knew
that if I was going to be
in the final of a Grand
Slam it would be at the French
Open.

“It’s amazing for me,” she
added. “It’s a dream come true.”

“Basically I wanted to play
this match as if it was the first
round. I didn’t want to think I
was in the semi-finals because it
would stress me,” said Swiatek,
who has conceded only 23
games en route to the final.

The last woman to capture
the French Open title without

losing a set was Justine Henin in
2007.

“I will need to be on a dif-
ferent level, the higher level,
even though I’m winning easi-
ly right now,” added Swiatek,
who has never faced Kvitova or
Kenin.

“I know they’re both great
players, so really I have no
expectations. I don’t care if I’m
going to lose or win. I’m going
to just play my best tennis.”

World No 131
Podoroska was the low-
est-ranked semi-finalist
in Paris in the modern
era, and the first
women’s qualifier to

reach the last four of the
French Open.
She will rise to a career

best ranking of 48 after the tour-
nament, having arrived without
a single Grand Slam main draw
win to her name.

“Of course my ranking is
going to change, and the tour-
naments that I’m going to play.
But not my life,” said Podoroska.

“I’m going to be the same
person. I’m going to try to
improve my game, like I’ve
been doing the past few years.”
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Jonny Bairstow shone with
the bat with a 97-run knock
before star leg-spinner

Rashid Khan snared three wick-
ets in an impressive bowling
display to guide Sunrisers
Hyderabad to a comfortable 69-
run win over Kings XI Punjab
on Thursday.

Bairstow and captain David
Warner (52) took the opposi-
tion bowlers to the cleaners
with a 160-run opening stand
as SRH scored an imposing 201
for six after opting to bat, even
though KXIP made a brilliant
comeback by taking six wickets
in the final five overs.

The England wicketkeeper
batsman hit seven fours and six
sixes during his 55-ball knock,
while Warner consumed 40
balls for his 52 to set up SRH’s
third win from six matches.

KXIP made amends of
their woeful death overs bowl-
ing by conceding just 41 runs
in the last five overs and taking
six wickets in the process with
leg-spinner Ravi Bishnoi (3/29)
triggering the collapse but that
could not stop SRH from cross-
ing the 200-run mark.

Chasing a stiff target of 202,
KXIP were all out for 132 in
16.5 overs to slump to their fifth
defeat — and fourth on the trot
— in six matches to remain at
the bottom of the points table.

Rashid Khan was the most
impressive SRH bowler as he
returned with figures of 3/12
from his four overs.

Only Nicholas Pooran (77
off 37 balls; 5 fours and 7
sixes) gave a fight for KXIP with
his maiden half century and the
season’s fastest fifty — off just
17 balls. He hit six fours —
three of them on the trot — to
take 28 runs off a hapless Abdul
Samad.

KXIP made a disastrous
start to their run chase as they
lost two wickets inside five
overs. In-form Mayank
Agarwal (9) was run out in a
horrible mix-up with his cap-
tain KL Rahul (11) in the sec-
ond over itself, while
Prabhsimran Singh looked

promising for a while but got
out for 11.

Rahul played second fiddle
to his partners, looking to
anchor the innings but he failed
in doing that as he was out in
the eighth over, hitting straight
to the safe hands of Kane
Williamson in the deep.

Glenn Maxwell’s struggle
continued as he was run out for
seven, courtesy a brilliant direct
throw from Priyam Garg.

Earlier, KXIP bowlers did
not have a clue how to break the
partnership of Bairstow and
Warner till the 15th over.

At that stage, SRH were 160
for no loss.

Bishnoi then removed both
Bairstow and Warner in the
space of three balls in the 16th
over before Arshdeep Singh
(2/33) dismissed Manish
Pandey for 1 in the next over to
trigger a brilliant turnaround.

Williamson remained not
out on 20 off 10 balls.

Bairstow was dropped on
19 in the fifth over by KXIP
skipper Rahul off the bowling
of Mohammed Shami and he
made them pay for the mistake.

He was clearly the domi-
nant partner of the opening
duo, reaching his third fifty of
the season in 28 balls in the
10th over at the end of which
SRH were 100 for no loss.

Warner reached his third
fifty of the tournament in the
14th over but got out in the first
ball of the 16th over when he
miscued a slog sweep to Glenn
Maxwell at long-on off Bishnoi.
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If playing against him was not
enough, Varun Chakravarthy

ended up bowling Mahendra
Singh Dhoni out and described
the moment as “surreal”, three
years after watching him from
the stands at Chepauk with big
dreams in his eyes.

Chakravarthy, a mystery
spinner, capped off what was a
memorable day for him in the
IPL by getting photographed
with the World Cup-winning
skipper.

Representing KKR,
Chakravarthy dismissed Dhoni
at a crucial stage in their IPL
match against Chennai Super
Kings on Wednesday.

“Three years back, I used

to come to the Chepauk stand
and sit with the audience,
crowd,” he told Rahul Tripathi
in a video posted by
iplt20.Com.

“I used to come just to see
Dhoni batting. Now I bowled
against him. It was a surreal
moment for me.”

Chasing a tricky target of
168 on a slow pitch, the veter-
an was just bracing up to cut
loose when the 29-year-old
spinner from Tamil Nadu
spoiled his plans.

“Today’s wicket was very
flat. My thought was, it was a
180-run wicket. So it was not
turning a great deal. Mahi bhai
was going well. I just thought
that if I can land the ball in
good length I might have a

chance to take his wicket. 
“Thankfully I was able to

execute it well. After the match
I took a picture with Dhoni sir.
I just want to say one thing in
Tamil — Thala, thala dhaan.”
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